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These paintings by Paula 
Rego are among those 
brought to Malaga from 
the Tate, London.                   
:: SALVADOR SALAS
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The latest exhibition at the MPM comes thanks to a new alliance with the London gallery.    P36&37
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Sandro inspires 
back-to-back 
victories for 
Malaga

The Blue and Whites have 
turned a corner and 
secured La Liga status for 
another year   P64&65

Costa del Sol races to 
rebuild its beaches  
after latest battering

Machinery has reappeared on the 
Costa del Sol’s beaches after they 
suffered their worst storm damage 
in 22 years at the end of last week. 
Authorities calculate that to get the 
coastline back to tip-top condition 

for the peak tourist season they will 
have to deliver the same amount of 
sand that is normally needed to top 
up the beaches in one year. The cen-
tral government is to spend 4.6 mil-
lion euros on emergency works. In 

Marbella dredging has begun where 
sand banks had built up partly block-
ing access into Marbella harbour. 
The sand obtained will be used to 
replenish La Fontanilla beach while 
councils in Malaga, Torremolinos 
and Torrox, among others, work to 
remove rocks and cover exposed 
pipes. More unstable weather is fore-
cast for today, Friday, with yellow 
weather warnings issued for rain 
and rough seas.   P2&3 

A year’s supply of sand is needed to 
repair the damage caused by stormy 
seas at the end of last week

From robots to the 
cherry blossom, 
Tokyo features in 
our Travel special   
P26-29

Lux Mundi in Fuengirola 
appeals for more 
volunteers to help in             
its soup kitchen  P4

María Jimena fled with her 
partner as father reported 
their homosexuality   P5

Missing Torrox 
woman located in 
Turkey after 
flight from Dubai

Unicaja bank heads for 
the stock exchange  
following green light from 
shareholders  P16

Catalonia’s corruption 
saga continues as former 
president Pujol’s son is        
held without bail P20

Benalmádena schools 
take on the Daily Mile 
challenge to tackle child 
obesity  P42

 :: SUR
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The regional and coastal 
authorities, in conjunction 
with local councils, will be 
working from now until 20 
June to return the coast to 
optimum condition 

MALAGA. It is going to take about 
200,000 cubic metres of sand to re-
turn the beaches of Malaga province 

to optimum condition in time for the 
peak tourist season. That is almost 
the same amount that is normally 
used for a whole year, but the recent 
wind and bad weather has caused the 
worst damage to the sand in 22 years, 
so emergency measures are having 
to be put into effect.  

The environment ministry’s  
coastal authority, together with the 
central government office in Malaga 
and councils of municipalities along 
the coast, will be working flat out 
from now until 20 June to replace the 
vast quantity of sand that was lost at 
the end of last week. 

This will be possible, they say, be-
cause before Easter the reprofiling 
works were carried out with the sand 
that was already on the beaches, but 

no extra sand was added. During 
Easter week the Junta de Andalucía 
authorised the removal of sand from 
riverbeds, so it can be used as a re-
placement in the areas most in need.  

The government representative in 
Malaga, Miguel Briones, gave a report 
on the situation earlier this week and 
promised that everything would be 
ready for the start of the peak tour-
ist season. He said the 4.6-million-
euro budget that the government had 
assigned will all be used, plus what-
ever else is necessary. 

 The areas that were worst hit by 
last week’s stormy seas were Malaga 
city, Torrox (Ferrara beach), Vélez-
Málaga and Torremolinos. In Malaga, 
the Sacaba and Guadalmar beaches 
suffered the most damage, as two 

walls were demolished by the force 
of the waves. 

Briones said he would be prepared 
to request help from the Ministry of 
the Environment in case more money 
is needed, although “at present it looks 
as if the amount we have been as-
signed will allow us to do a great deal”. 
He pointed out that during the storms 
the waves moved parallel to the sea-
front promenades at times; this meant 
that sand collected beside the break-
waters, and this can be used to repair 
some nearby areas. 

The Guadalmar, San Andrés and 
Baños del Carmen beaches in Malaga 
have been reduced considerably in 
size and large rocks have been ex-
posed on them. Several beach restau-
rants have been seriously affected 

and there are now steep drops, more 
than 50 centimetres, from what used 
to be their terraces.  

In the Pedregalejo district some of 
the breakwaters that protected the 
bays have also been destroyed and 
the beach at Los Baños del Carmen is 
now tiny in comparison with its pre-
vious size.  

Malaga council assigned more than 
200 municipal workers earlier this 
week to remove sand and stones from 
the seafront promenades that were 
invaded by waves. 

As the cleanup continued, fore-
casters warned that more severe 
weather warnings for wind and waves 
would be in place across the Costa 
del Sol and its beaches today (Friday) 
and into the weekend. 

A year’s supply of sand is needed to repair 
latest storm damage to Costa del Sol beaches

Work is under way to repair some of the beaches which suffered damage from strong winds. :: SALVADOR SALAS Accumulated sand at Guadalmar. :: SALVADOR SALAS

IGNACIO 
LILLO

 ilillo@diariosur.es
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Emergency works in Nerja. :: EUGENIO CABEZAS

:: SUR 

MALAGA. The Costa del Sol is 
going to need time, money and 
large quantities of sand to repair 
the damage after the storms. 

In Torremolinos, which was 
one of the worst-affected resorts, 
about two to three weeks of work 
will be needed, especially in La 
Carihuela. The council is consi-
dering asking for breakwaters to 
be installed in that area, which 
is something the tourism sector 
has been proposing for years.  

The local authority will arran-
ge for the sand to be redistribu-
ted and flattened in the areas 
where the sunbeds are placed, 
but the most serious damage will 
have to be repaired by the natio-
nal coastal authority. 

Rincón de la Victoria suffered 
general damage along several kilo-
metres of coast from Torre de 

Benagalbón to La Cala del Moral, 
although the worst-affected 
beach there is the one by the San 
Diego residential development.  

In Torrox, the Ferrara beach 
has lost about 300 metres of its 
width, despite a semi-submerged 
breakwater being installed last 
year.  

In Nerja, the most serious prob-
lems occurred on the eastern side 
of La Torrecilla and El Chucho 
beaches. Here water got up as far 
as walkways and ‘chiringuito’ 
beach bars, removing sand. The 
council has already contracted 
equipment to carry out initial ur-
gent repairs in order to have the 
beaches in an acceptable condi-
tion for the start of high season.

Torrox, Nerja and Torremolinos, 
worst-affected in the province

z·  Contributors to this article: 
Alberto Gómez and Eugenio 
Cabezas. 

Sand dredging from Marbella marina 
to replenish worst-hit beaches

The boat which will dredge the port entrance, off Marbella’s La Fontanilla beach. :: JESÚS PRIETO

The local council hopes to 
obtain 12,000 cubic 
metres of sand by dredging 
the port entrance, also 
enabling larger boats to 
enter the harbour 

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 
MARBELLA. In Marbella, efforts 
are being made to get back to nor-
mal as soon as possible. The most af-
fected beaches were those in the 
town centre, La Venus and La Fon-
tanilla, where the sand which was 
replaced before Easter has disap-
peared completely.  

The high waves have left huge 
depressions and ridges on the 
beaches, and the equipment which 
was used to repair them a few 
months ago will now have to be 
brought back. One of the immedi-
ate tasks will be to remove a large 
quantity of stones from La Bajadilla 

beach. 
The council has decided to take 

this opportunity to kill two birds 
with one stone, and dredge the en-
trance to the town’s port to obtain 
extra sand for nearby La Fontanilla 
beach and also enable larger boats 
to enter the harbour. It is hoped that 
12,000 cubic metres of sand can be 
obtained in this way, and the dredg-
ing work is already being carried out. 

Experts have recommended that, 
instead of transferring the sand di-
rectly onto the beach, as has been 
done in the past when the ports of 

Cabopino and Puerto Banús were 
dredged, it should be laid two me-
tres offshore to create a barrier. The 
sand will then be washed onto the 
beach naturally and will withstand 
the effect of erosion for longer.  

This is the first time in six years 
that the port entrance has been 
dredged, and the accumulation of 
sand has been causing problems for 
users because only one entrance and 
exit channel remained open. It also 
meant that larger yachts could not 
access the port at all. These works 
are expected to cost Marbella coun-
cil about 60,000 euros. 

Hotels and other tourism-related 
businesses are anxious for the 
beaches to be in top condition be-
fore the main tourist season begins, 
but the government’s representa-
tive in Andalucía, Antonio Sanz, has 
reassured them that everything will 
be ready on time and that the most 
important works are already being 
carried out.

The accumulation of sand 
at the entrance to the port 
in Marbella left just one 
navigation channel open
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The soup kitchen serves 
hot meals every Monday 
to people of different 
nationalities who are living 
on the town’s streets 

:: TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. The Lux Mundi ecu-
menical centre is appealing for vol-
unteers to help with the daily run-
ning of its facility in Fuengirola. 

The Christian charity, which has 
been serving people of all nationali-
ties for more than 40 years, main-
tains its centre thanks to the daily 
efforts of its volunteers, friends and 
benefactors. It is currently struggling, 
however, to cope with the upkeep 
and is appealing to the public for help. 

Lux Mundi offers a range of serv-
ices to the homeless and people in 
need, and one of these is to provide 
a warm meal for around 30 people 
every Monday lunchtime.  

The charity also supplies a takea-

way packed lunch on a Thursday.  
In order to keep up this service, 

Lux Mundi relies on people to col-
lect food from supermarkets and lo-
cal suppliers, prepare and cook the 
meal, organise tables and serve the 
food and clean away after the dinner 
is over.      

“We offer a hot meal on a Mon-
day and we distribute takeaway sand-
wiches and snacks to people on a 
Thursday, and so we need people to 
help out with all aspects of this serv-
ice,” explained Gloria Uribe, the cen-
tre’s director and a volunteer for more 
than 25 years. 

The charity particularly needs peo-
ple to help out during the summer 
months, as this is a time when many 
of the regular volunteers return 
home. 

The soup kitchen mainly caters 
for Spanish, British and Scandina-
vian people who come from varying 
broken backgrounds. 

Lux Mundi also supplies the home-
less and the underprivileged with 

clothes, shoes and toiletries. During 
the colder winter months, it provides 
sleeping bags, blankets and warm 
clothes, and volunteers are also 
needed to organise and help out with 
this side of the operation. 

When the soup kitchen began 
around ten years ago, the centre 

would cater for about 50 people every 
Monday. Today, these figures have 
dropped, although the volunteers 
never actually know how many will 
turn up. 

“The homeless problem was at its 
worst at the beginning of the crisis 
and we were serving more people 

compared to today. This is good news, 
because it means that some of these 
people have possibly found work and 
are beginning to sort themselves 
out,” Fedder Lund, organiser of the 
soup kitchen, told SUR in English. 

Lux Mundi needs volunteers who 
can speak a little Spanish, in order to 
help out with deliveries and collec-
tions. They also need people who are 
familiar with the organisation and 
running of a working kitchen. 

Fedder Lund has been with Lux 
Mundi for six years. He is dedicated 
to the work he undertakes at the ecu-
menical centre and he understands 
the great necessity of the local un-
derprivileged people.  

Meeting point  
“I firmly believe that there is a cer-
tain percentage of people in every 
country who are not able to look af-
ter themselves and I believe society 
has to look after them,” Ledder said 
with conviction. 

The charity has recently benefited 
from the generosity of the La Cala 
de Mijas Lions Club, but it is still in 
need of donations of money, dried 
and tinned food, clothing and shoes. 

“This centre is a meeting point for 
people who are on the streets and for 
those who have difficulties. In order 
to continue to help these people, we 
need the support of those who are 
able to offer a little of their spare 
time,” Gloria Uribe concluded.

Lux Mundi seeks 
volunteers to help 
the homeless             
in Fuengirola

Lux Mundi relies of the solidarity of its volunteers. :: T. BRYANT

z·   More information  : 
www.lux-mundi.org                            
Tel. 952474840.
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Torrox woman María 
Jimena Rico and Shaza 
Ismail have been located 
in a deportation centre 
after fleeing Dubai where 
they had been reported by 
the latter’s father  

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

TORROX. A 28-year-old woman 
from Torrox has been found in a de-
portation centre in Turkey with her 
partner after a supposedly terrify-
ing international pursuit involving 
her partner’s father. 

María Jimena Rico lost touch with 
family on the Costa del Sol on Mon-
day while crossing Turkey. She is 
travelling with her girlfriend, 22-
year-old Shaza Ismail, of Egyptian 
origin. 

María’s family in Torrox reported 
the women missing on Tuesday 
when they failed to make contact. 
María had previously told her fam-
ily how Shaza’s father had dramati-
cally travelled from his home in Du-
bai to confront the pair at the air-
port in the Georgian capital, Tbilisi, 
threatening to kill his daughter for 
her sexuality. 

In a WhatsApp message sent from 
Georgia, María said to a friend, “The 
father tried to take her by force, the 
family is mad... Seriously they’re 
going to kill us.” 

María left Torrox four years ago 
to work in London. Having recently 
met Egyptian-born Shaza on a trip 
to Dubai, where Shaza’s parents live, 

they both returned to London, only 
to be summoned back suddenly, on 
the pretext that Shaza’s mother was 
ill.  

On arriving back in Dubai on 15 
April, according to María’s family, 
it was clear that the illness was a 
ruse and Shaza’s father had reported 
his daughter to the authorities for 
her sexual orientation, as homo-
sexuality is illegal in the UAE.  

The couple fled Dubai immedi-

ately to stay with friends in Geor-
gia, but while waiting at Tbilisi air-
port to fly back to London last week, 
María told how Shaza’s father sud-
denly appeared, made his threat and 
ripped up their passports. 

Georgian police were called and 
when everyone was released, the 
women fled overland by bus towards 
neighbouring Turkey, where the near-
est Spanish consulate is. 

After a few attempts to cross the 

border, including being held for 
twelve hours as suspected terrorists, 
the couple succeeded in entering 
Turkey. 

Contact lost on Monday 
At 9.38am last Monday morning 
they spoke to a friend in London 
and said they had reached Istanbul. 
On hearing nothing from their 
daughter afterwards, and following 
her instructions to go to police if 
they lost contact with her, the fam-
ily reported the disappearance to 
the Guardia Civil in Torrox on Tues-
day  morning.  

Speaking in Torrox, María’s 
mother, Teresa Montero, 65, said on 
Thursday, “Someone has got to be 
holding them captive, [María] was 
always on the phone, every day, she 
knows our numbers by heart.” 

María’s family had managed to 
make contact with the father of 
Shaza, who claimed that he was still 
in Georgia, had not done any harm 
to the women but also said that he 
had no idea where they were. 

On Thursday afternoon the 
women were located in an Istanbul 
deportation centre, where they had 
been sent after being arrested in the 
Turkish city of Samsun for not car-
rying passports. 

Spanish ambassador to Turkey, 
Rafael Mendívil Peydro, said, “For-
tunately, everything has sorted it-
self out”. María has been in touch 
with home, saying she has had no 
water or means to contact family 
and is waiting to be returned to Lon-
don with Shaza.

Couple found safe in Turkey after 
terrifying cross-border pursuit

112 REPORTS

British paedophile 
held on Costa del Sol 

MALAGA 
:: EFE. A man, believed to be one 
of the most wanted paedophiles 
in Wales, has been arrested. 

The British detainee has been 
on the run since 2006, said offi-
cers from the Guardia Civil. 

The arrest on the Costa del Sol 
marks the end of several months 
of difficult investigation, as the 
man allegedly made concerted ef-
forts to hide his identify and there 
was no record of him locally. On 
arrest, he tried to destroy a mobile 
storage device with 80,000 im-
ages of abuse, police said.

Two detainees break 
out of police patrol car 

MARBELLA 
:: H.B. Marbella’s local police force 
were left red-faced on the Tues-
day evening before Easter when 
two prisoners escaped from a pa-
trol car parked outside the main 
police station, on the eastern out-
skirts of the town centre. 

The two men had supposedly 
been involved in an affray  and 
were waiting in the locked car 
while an officer went inside the 
station. Video recordings show 
one of the detainees breaking the 
car window, slithering out with 
difficulty and running back to-
wards Marbella. A police guard 
on duty by the station unsuccess-
fully gave chase. Thirty seconds 
later the second detainee also fled 
the car.  Both men were picked 
up again later. 

María Jimena Rico and Shaza Ismail. :: SUR
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Residents of these villages 
with fewer than 1,000 
inhabitants have to live 
with insufficient services 
and very few        
opportunities for work  

:: E. CABEZAS / V. MELGAR.  In 
early 2015 Montecorto (640 inhabi-
tants) and Serrato (503) became the 
102nd and 103rd municipalities in 
Malaga province. Paradoxically, how-
ever, this has not prevented them 
from joining the list of villages with 
fewer than 1,000 inhabitants that are 
trying to survive in the face of a de-
clining and ageing population. The 
problem is also affecting another 26 

places, mainly in the Genal valley and 
La Axarquía, as well as Carratraca, in 
the Guadalhorce region. 

The people of these 28 villages have 
to live with a shortage of basic serv-
ices such as health centres, schools, 
chemists and banks. The loss of popu-
lation is starting to become a serious 
problem in the inland regions of Spain, 
especially in provinces such as Soria, 
Salamanca and León, where more 

than 90 per cent of villages have fewer 
than 1,000 inhabitants.  

The Spanish Federation of Munici-
palities and Provinces (FEMP) has 
asked the government to take urgent 
measures and as a result a new  “com-
missioner” has been appointed to 
tackle this “demographic challenge”. 

Although the problem in Malaga 
has not reached the alarming levels 
witnessed in other provinces of Spain, 

there are still some areas that run the 
risk of becoming deserted, despite 
the province’s attraction as a tourist 
destination.  

Those who have chosen to con-
tinue living in these 28 villages praise 
the quality of life and the tranquil-
ity, but they do need more help from 
the authorities and job opportuni-
ties, as there is little work to be had.  

“We want to start a ‘baby cheque’ 

Population drain threatens Malaga’s          
Nearly 30 per cent of municipalities in Malaga are losing inhabitants despite measures to prevent it

Judith Mena, 33, lives in 
Alpandeire and admits 
that she had her second 
child, among other 
reasons, so that her first 
son would have company  

:: V. MELGAR 

RONDA. Judith Mena and her hus-
band, Ildefonso Cózar, like village 
life and that is why they decided 
to live in Alpandeire, in the Genal 
valley. Judith, who is 33, was born 
in this village that is most famous 
for being the birthplace of Friar 
Leopoldo, and as such a place of 
pilgrimage. The couple have two 
sons, one aged three and the other 
20 months old. She admits that 
they decided to have a second child 
so that the first one would have 
company, given the decreasing 
population of the village. Fortu-
nately, there are now several other 
children of a similar age there.  

“We decided to live in a village 
because of the quality of life. Our 
children wouldn’t be able to grow 
up like this in a town or city. We 
eat vegetables which are grown by 
my parents, or friends,” she said. 
She pointed out that it would have 
been easier to move to Seville, 
where her husband has a perma-
nent job.  

“We both like the village, 
though, and we organise sports 
events here,” she said. They run 
the Club PurAventura Genal 
which, among others, is behind 
the famous ‘Gran Vuelta’ of the 
Genal valley in October. 

“There are a lot of disadvantages. 
We don’t know what the future of 
Alpandeire and villages like it is 
going to be. I think it’s possible 
that people will start coming back 
to these villages in some way,” she 
said, pointing out that there is huge 
potential, still unexplored, from 
the natural environment of the 
Serranía. 

“Our children would not           
be able to grow up like          
this in a town or city”

ALPANDEIRE 

Lina Sánchez runs the 
only shop and bakery in 
Atajate, the village 
which has the lowest 
population in Malaga  

:: V. MELGAR  
RONDA. Lina Sánchez lives in  
Atajate, the village with the low-
est population in Malaga prov-
ince. She runs the only bakery, 
which is also a grocery shop, in 
this tiny village beside the Ronda 
to Algeciras road.  

Like the other residents, she 
is worried by the drop in popu-
lation, because “a lot of people 
have left” in recent years. 

 “There is no life whatsoever 
in Atajate. There are only 80 of 
us,” she said, and in her street, 
which is the main one in the vil-

lage, only 11 properties are occu-
pied. “Four people live in the 
square, and generally everyone 
is elderly. The young people have 
gone because there’s no future 
for them here,” she said, sadly, 
in her shop where she makes al-
mond cheese, a traditional local 
speciality.   

“The bakery isn’t going to close. 
My son works here with me, but 
when I retire I don’t know whether 
I’ll stay,” she explained. She also 
owns another house in Arriate. “A 
lot of people are wondering what’s 
going to happen when our older 
residents pass away,” she said. 

One of the advantages of liv-
ing in Atajate is that it is very 
quiet. “There’s no traffic, and 
there are no robberies here,” she 
said. A doctor visits the village 
three times a week, and so does 
a pharmacist.  

“There is no life 
whatsoever in Atajate... 
there are only 80 of us” 

ATAJATE 

Manuel Zorrilla, 80, was a 
labourer in France and 
Switzerland and worked in 
a factory in Malaga, but 
believes “life is better         
here than anywhere else          
in the world” 

:: E. CABEZAS 

ÁRCHEZ. He was a labourer in France 
and Switzerland and worked in a fur-
niture factory in Malaga, but 80-year-
old Manuel Zorrilla has always come 
back to Árchez, “because here life 
is better than anywhere else in the 

“The 
foreigners 
have brought 
a bit of life to 
the village”

ÁRCHEZ

Judith Mena, with the ‘cathedral of the Serranía’ behind her. :: V. M. 

Lina Sánchez, in the main street in Atajate. :: V. M. 

Manuel Zorilla, at the entrance to 
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scheme, in addition to the assistance 
from the provincial government, and 
we want to restore housing so fami-
lies can live here for a cheap rent,” 
said the mayor of Salares, Pablo 
Crespillo. With only 181 people on 
the population register, this is the 
second smallest municipality in the 
province after Atajate, in the Genal 
valley, which has a population of 171.  

Árchez, with 428 residents, also 
wants to turn its situation around 
and the mayor, Mari Carmen Moreno, 
is hoping to create affordable hous-

ing by restoring run-down proper-
ties. 

In the Serranía de Ronda, depopu-
lation has been worrying councils for 
years. They have introduced meas-
ures such as the ‘baby cheques’ to try 
to increase the birth rate in Cuevas 
del Becerro and Cartajima, among 
others. It was Cartajima that hit the 
headlines last year when the local 
authority put out a call for families 
with school-age children to move 
there because otherwise its own 
school would have had to close. They 

offered work and low-rent accommo-
dation, and received more than 3,000 
applications from all over Spain. The 
school now has eight pupils and, for 
the moment, it can stay open. 

“This is the start of what we’re hop-
ing to do. We hope two more fami-
lies will be coming to live here soon,” 
said the mayor of Cartajima, Fran-
cisco Benítez. In the Serranía, the 
scarce population has left some vil-
lages, like Atajate, with no chemist 
(a pharmacist visits the village sev-
eral days a week instead) and no bank, 
and in Alpandeire a bus service has 
been laid on so elderly people can 
travel to Ronda to carry out their 
banking transactions. Despite all this, 
only Atajate, Faraján and Pujerra have 
managed to avoid their population 
figures dropping during the last year. 

  smallest villages

world.” He is proud of the village 
in which he was born, at number 
20 Calle Trinidad. “I remember 
when I used to walk to Jayena 
(Granada), carrying 12 kilos of rai-
sins on my back to sell them and 
make a living,” he said. He is mar-
ried to Francisca Moreno, who is 
79. They have two children, five 
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren, but none of them 
live in Árchez.  

“It’s a shame that none of my 
children stayed here, but I can un-
derstand it because the work is 
elsewhere. They come every week-
end, though, and they love the vil-
lage,” said Manuel, who takes long 
walks every day and looks after 
his two plots of land where he 
grows subtropical fruits and vines.  

“This blue sky we have in 
Árchez, you’ll never see it any-
where else,” he stressed. He be-
lieves foreigners (who represent 
20 per cent of the 428 residents) 
have brought “a bit of life” to the 
village in recent years. “A lot have 
bought houses in the centre of 
Árchez, and some in the country-
side. We get on very well; they’re 
nice people. Life here is very peace-
ful,” he said.

Árchez. :: E. C.

Obdulia Puertas lives 
with her family in this 
small village, which             
has fewer than 200 
inhabitants 

:: E. C. 
SALARES. Obdulia Puertas, 59, 
admits that in terms of population 
Salares is about the same as any me-
dium-sized apartment block of 
which there are thousands on the 
coast. With just 181 inhabitants, 
this municipality in the Alta Axar-
quía region, between Árchez and 
Sedella, is fighting to retain its popu-
lation, which has dropped by 26 in 
the past decade. 

“I hope my son and my daugh-
ter have children soon, so I have 
grandchildren and the population  
goes up,” said this housewife, who 
returned to Salares in 1977 after 
spending 11 years in Switzerland, 
where she had moved in search of 

a better life. “I came back because 
my mother was ill, and I stayed. I 
got married and I have been here 
ever since,” said Obdulia, who is 
worried that there is very little work 
for young people. “My children 
have occasional work with the 
council, but not much more than 
that,” she said.  

Her husband, Plácido Ramos, 
who is 64, is a farmer and about to 
retire. “Sometimes I have thought 
about moving to Malaga to live, 
because we have an apartment 
there, but we wouldn’t want to 
leave the children. Also, my daugh-
ter-in-law, who is from Barcelona, 
loves Salares. She says it is the ideal 
place to live because it is so lovely 
and so quiet,” she added. In this vil-
lage, everybody knows each other. 
There are only nine children at the 
school, and four of them are the 
children of one of her nieces. “Let’s 
hope my children get on with it 
and increase the population soon,” 
she said enthusiastically. 

“We have an apartment in  
Malaga, but we wouldn’t 
want to leave our children”

SALARES

Antonia Suárez is the 
village librarian and head 
of the parents’ 
association of the 
school, which has only 
ten members 

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

CARRATRACA. Antonia Suárez,  
47, runs the public library in Carra-
traca. She loves her village, and has 
taken part in several projects about 
its history. She is also the president 
of the parents’ association at the lo-
cal school. 

 “In my daughter’s class, there are 
only three pupils,” she said.  That 
has its advantages and disadvantages. 
“They are almost like private classes, 
and when a decision has to be made, 
it’s very easy.”  

However, education is her main 
concern because she is sure the chil-

dren will have to continue their 
schooling in another village in the 
future.  

“We have seen a reduction in the 
number of pupils,” she said, wor-
riedly. Secondary school pupils al-
ready have to go to other munici-
palities, but Antonia believes the 
time will come when the junior 
school has to close. “This year, for 
example, there has only been one 
new pupil,” she added.  

For Antonia, life in Carratraca is 
“peaceful, with no rushing around”. 
And she does have something to 
compare it with. “I’ve worked in 
Malaga and Torremolinos,” she said. 
She admits that she does miss the 
city sometimes, “but only for a day; 
the rest of the time we’re fine.” 

 People in Carratraca need a car to 
go to the beach, the cinema or the 
theatre, but there are simpler tasks, 
“like buying a button”, that also re-
quire a trip to Álora or Ardales.

“We want more children to 
come, but in the end the 
school will probably close”

CARRATRACACA A ACA

Alfarnatejo                   405     -58        -43 
Algatocín                      795     -39     -147 
Alpandeire                    246     -11        -39 
Árchez                            428       -8             1 
Atajate                           171       13          29 
Benadalid                     232     -21        -26 
Benalauría                    456     -14        -12 
Benarrabá                     493     -28        -45 
El Borge                         960       -3        -75 
Canillas de Albaida    773     -69        -40 
Carratraca                    750     -25     -137 
Cartajima                      241       -6        -10 
Cútar                              598       -7        -44 

Faraján                           265         0        -24 
Genalguacil                  424     -32        -78 
Igualeja                         793     -23     -155 
Iznate                             874     -25          15 
Jimera de Líbar           409       -6        -12 
Jubrique                        634       -4     -131 
Júzcar                            228     -10          35 
Macharaviaya              461     -16          76 
Parauta                          230     -19             4 
Pujerra                           305       11        -11 
Salares                           181     -26        -10 
Sedella                           625     -67        -21 
Totalán                          707       -3             0

Registered population by municipality
 1 January     Variation  
 2016 1 year 10 years

 1 January     Variation  
 2016 1 year 10 years

Source: Review of municipal population registers at 01/01/2016. INE  
Serrato and Montecorto are not included.

Obdulia Puertas, outside the Town Hall. :: E. C.

Antonia Suárez, with the Sierra de Carratraca behind her. :: SUR
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Firefighters around the 
province are unable to 
reach residents on the 
tenth floor or above in 
hundreds of Costa del Sol 
tower blocks as their 
ladders aren’t long enough 

:: FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. Following the fire in 
Malaga’s Ciudad Jardín area last 
week, in which a 50-year-old man 
lost his life, it emerged that the prov-
ince’s fire brigades do not possess 
aerial ladders long enough to reach 
the upper floors of more than 1,000 
tower blocks around the province 
of Malaga. 
       There are 1,158 blocks of flats in 
Malaga city alone that have 10 floors 
or more, however the city fire bri-
gade’s longest aerial ladder is only 
able to reach the height of nine floors 
(30 metres). This shortfall by the coun-
cil was made even worse by the fact 
that the aerial ladder platform capa-
ble of stretching up to 13 floors, 
bought for 900,000 euros in 2005 
with great pomp and ceremony, has 
been out of order for over 18 months. 

Residents in Malaga are not the 
only ones who could be seriously af-
fected by their local fire brigade’s 
lack of equipment. Approximately 
500 other blocks of flats around the 
province are also at risk of being out 
of reach in the case of a fire. For ex-
ample, in Torremolinos and 
Benalmádena the longest available 
ladders also only reach up to nine 
storeys. However, these municipali-
ties have only 132 tower blocks with 
more than nine floors between them. 

More remarkably, Fuengirola and 
Mijas, two of the biggest Costa mu-
nicipalities, do not even own a fire 
engine equipped with an aerial res-
cue ladder, and in the case of an 
emergency they would have to wait 
for one to come from Benalmádena, 
Marbella or Torremolinos.  

The issue is a great cause of con-
cern for many, as residents living 
on the tenth floor or above could 
not be easily evacuated through a 
window or from a terrace. What’s 
more, even when the ladders are 
long enough they are only capable 

of reaching their maximum height 
if there are no cars, gardens or closed-
off areas obstructing the fire engine. 

 Marbella fire brigade owns the 
longest aerial ladder in the prov-
ince, capable of reaching an elev-
enth storey, however this is still in-
sufficient as the town’s tallest build-
ing has 14 floors. However one man-
ager from Marbella fire brigade ex-
plained why longer ladders also have 
their inconveniences.  

“Evidently we need to have a 
longer ladder, however longer lad-
ders are not the most practical as 
they take up more space at the base,” 
he explained. The manager also 
added that although the ladders are 
limited in height “there are always 

other alternatives”. However one 
of these alternatives involves the 
fireman and the victim having to 
abseil down the side of the build-
ing, a much slower and more dan-
gerous manoeuvre for both.  

The events in Ciudad Jardín last 
week, when the victim’s mother 
was able to be rescued by the fire-
fighters as they lived on the eighth 
floor, have forced the local brigades 
to consider what would have hap-
pened if the fire had been two sto-
reys higher. 

Fuengirola council has now an-
nounced that it is currently in the 
process of buying a mechanical lad-
der, and Mijas council has said it in-
tends to do the same.

Fire brigades’ ladders are too short to reach 
the upper floors of over 1,500 tower blocks 

Number of tower blocks with more than 10 floors and height of available equipmentcckkss wiitthh mmoree tthhaann 110 flooorrs and hheeiigg

(*) Municipalities included in Provincial Fire Fighting Consortium. This provincial 
council-run organisation has five main stations (Vélez, Estepona, Antequera, Ronda and 
Coín) which each have a ladder of 24 metres.

Marbella (89) 
ladder height: 37 
metres (11 floors).

Manilva* (2) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres (7 floors).

Mijas  
(27 buildings) 
No aerial ladder.

R. de la Victoria*  
(8 buildings) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres. (7 floors).

Nerja* (1) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres (7 floors)

Torremolinos (87) 
Ladder height: 30 
metros (9 floors).

Torrox* (9) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres (7 floors)

Algarrobo* (14) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres (7 floors)

Benalmádena (45) 
Ladder height: 30 
metres (9 floors).

Cártama* (1building) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres (7 floors).

Fuengirola 
(118  buildings) 
No aerial ladder.

Estepona* (10) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres (7 floors). The presentation of the 42 

-metre-long aerial ladder 
 bought in 2005 which 
 is now out of order. :: SUR

Vélez-Málaga* (54) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres (7 floors)

Malaga  
(1,158 buildings) 
Ladder height: 30 
metres (9 floors).

Ronda* (2 buildings) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres (7 floors).

Benahavís* (1) 
Ladder height: 24 
metres (7 floors).
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:: SUR 

MALAGA. 26 choirs from eight 
different countries flocked to 
Malaga on Wednesday for the be-
ginning of the  third international 
choir festival held by the city, en-
titled ‘Malaga canta en primavera’. 

Choirs from Argentina, Slovenia, 
Finland, Norway, Sweden, Turkey, 

Estonia and Spain will all give per-
formances around the city until next 
Sunday. 

The main venues for the perform-
ances are the Cervantes theatre, the 
Sagrado Corazón church and the ca-
thedral, as well as open public spaces 
such as Plaza de la Constitución and 
the Teatro Romano. 

Malaga hosts third 
international choir festival 

Choirs from around the globe come to celebrate the international choir festival in Malaga. :: SUR

Firefighters protest with 
Podemos leader’s support 

MALAGA 
:: SUR. Some 4,000 people took to 
the streets of Malaga last Sunday 
in support of better conditions for 
the city’s firefighters. The fire bri-
gade has been in a dispute with the 
city council, which funds the serv-
ice, over security,  investment in 
new equipment and working hours.  

Firefighters want the council to 
agree to new conditions, claiming 
they work longer hours than in 
most other cities. As well as the fire-
fighters and their families, politi-
cians took part in the rally, which 
was headed by the national leader 
of  the radical left-wing Podemos 
party, Pablo Iglesias. 

A firefighter with Iglesias. :: A.C.

Ex-mayors of Mijas told 
to explain high staff pay 

MIJAS 
:: I. G. Three former mayors of Mi-
jas have been called before a judge 
suspected of overpaying some staff 
up to a total of 100,000 euros a year. 

The case centres on extra pay-
ments made to employees at the 
‘Patronato de Deportes’, a munici-
pal-owned company running sport 
operations in the area, between 1986 
and 2014. Prosecutors allege that 
staff were paid extra money year af-
ter year for doing work that was part 
of their normal duties. 

In the dock are former PSOE may-
ors, Antonio Sánchez and Agustín 
Moreno, as well as the town’s for-
mer PP mayor, Ángel Nozal. Other 
town officials are also to appear.  

Nozal has stated that he cannot 
be blamed as he inherited a system 
of almost 30 years and his actions 
ended the system.

HERE AND THERE
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:: DARYL FINCH 

MALAGA. Cudeca’s 25th anniver-
sary year celebrations got off to a fly-
ing start as Malaga’s Cervantes thea-
tre filled out for a celebration of clas-
sical music on Tuesday night.  

Recognising the work of the can-
cer hospice over the past quarter of a 
century, hundreds of people from far 
and wide came together in Malaga to 
mark the occasion. 

Directed by Salvador Vázquez, the 
Provincial Symphony Orchestra of 
Malaga performed a classical concert 
featuring the music of Beethoven and 
Mozart before the orchestra was 
joined in the second half by Malaga 
soprano, Berna Perles, Chilean tenor, 
Rodrigo Orrego, and Malaga pianist 

Cristina Alba Padial for a segment 
dedicated to opera. 

The orchestra and individual per-
formers have waved their fee so that 
every penny raised from ticket sales 
and donations at the concert went di-
rectly to Cudeca. 

The concert was sponsored by the 
city hall and the provincial govern-
ment of Malaga, both of which sent 
representatives to congratulate the 
hospice on its “tremendous work for 
the benefit of Malagueños”. 

Malaga mayor, Francisco de la Torre, 
congratulated Cudeca on their work, 
thanking members, and especially 
founder Joan Hunt OBE,  for the care 
that thousands of people have re-
ceived since the hospice’s foundation.

Full house for Cudeca’s 25th 
anniversary classical concert

A standing ovation for the performers at the end of the concert. :: D. FINCH

Costa del Sol Hospital 
extension still on hold 

MARBELLA 
:: H. B. The Junta de Andalucía is 
to wait for a settlement in a 40-
million-euro legal dispute before 
restarting the construction of the 
extension of the Costa del Sol Hos-
pital. The extension was halted in 
2010 when the private company 
it had charged with building and 
operating it claimed it wasn’t go-
ing to be entitled to promised reve-
nue from hospital parking to fund 
the scheme due to a Marbella coun-
cil objection.

HERE AND THERE

Start draws nearer for 
Estepona  hospital 
 

ESTEPONA 
:: L. P. The contract to build a new 
15-million-euro local hospital in 
Estepona is expected to be signed 
in May. The new facility will be 
built by a consortium called 
Ogensa-Helopav after the con-
tract was put out to tender in Feb-
ruary. Although the hospital is 
part of the Junta de Andalucía’s 
district CHARE hospital pro-
gramme, unusually, the construc-
tion will be paid for by the town 
hall, in a deal reached last year.

Estepona district gets 
better beach facilities 

ESTEPONA 
:: L. P. Councillor for beaches in 
Estepona, Susana Aragón, has 
confirmed that work is under 
way on new toilet, shower and 
lifeguard stations on several of 
Estepona’s beaches. Cristo, El 
Padrón and La Rada beaches have 
already seen the work start and 
from next week Arroyo Vaquero 
and Isdabe beaches will start to 
get lifeguard and first aid facili-
ties for the first time. They are 
expected to be operational by 1 
June. The council also hopes to 
contract a sea-cleaning boat.

:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. From May 2018, it will 
be possible to fly directly from Malaga 
airport to the Qatari capital, Doha, 
according to an announcement at 
this week’s Arabian Travel Market.  

The Costa del Sol airport is one 
of nine new additions to Qatar Air-
ways’ extensive list of flight desti-
nations, and is the third Spanish air-
port to be included, after Madrid 
and Barcelona. Regional councillor 
for  Tourism, Francisco Javier Fernán-
dez, has thanked the airline for help-
ing to improve Andalucía’s connec-
tivity to the Middle East.

From next year Qatar 
Airways will offer 
twice-weekly flights 
from Malaga to Doha

According to the end of 
2016 statistics, the 
number of UK nationals 
in Malaga province was 
down by about 4,000 
on the previous year 

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. The number of Britons 
registered as residing in Malaga 
province went down by approxi-
mately 4,000 people in 2016, ac-
cording to the latest figures pub-
lished by the Spanish national sta-
tistics institute (INE). 
      The latest fall in the province’s 
British population is part of an 
overall decrease of 40 per cent over 
the last four years. That is to say, 
after a decrease of 4,064 British 
residents in 2016, only 44,585 were 

registered at the end of the year 
compared to the 73,447 residents 
that were registered in 2013. 

In total, Malaga’s foreign resi-
dent population (according to 
country of birth) decreased by 
10,708 last year, as the German, 
Finnish and Romanian populations  
also each decreased, by an average 
of 1,000 people.  

It is possible that the economic 
pressures of the years following 
the 2008 crisis have had a nega-
tive impact on foreign residents’ 
purchasing power, which may be 
one reason for the fall in numbers, 
as residents opt to return home. 
Another possible cause for the gen-
eral trend could be that residents 
have died or simply not registered 
themselves on the census, as is re-
quired every five years, and there-
fore go unaccounted.

Latest census shows 
another fall in Costa’s 
British population 

Malaga province’s population according to 
country of birth (after Spain)

Morocco 

UK 

Argentina 

Germany 

Romania 

Ukraine 

Colombia 

France 

Paraguay 

China 

Russia 

Netherlands 

Finland 

Italy 

Ecuador 

Brazil 

Venezuela 

Cuba 

Bolivia 

Uruguay

Pop. 2017

46,589 

44,585 

20,553 

12,208 

10,885 

10,119 

9,794 

9,563 

7,469 

6,972 

6,728 

5,651 

5,438 

5,383 

5,292 

4,984 

4,975 

3,418 

3,264 

2,744

Population lost in a year

Country Pop. lost/gained

Population in 2017 Population gained

Source: INE

                                                                                                       +308 

                                                                                                 -4,064 

                                          -63 

                        -1,049 

                     -930 

                  +557 

                 +377 

                -175 

           +168 

          +95 

          +242 

       -214 

         -1,056 

      +45 

       -148 

      +308 

       +705 

  +17 

-117 

-48
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Pedestrian access to new 
hospital will be improved 

RONDA 
::  V. MELGAR. President of the 
provincial government, Elías Ben-
dodo announced on Tuesday that 
200,000 euros will be spent on 
the construction of a new under-
ground passage under the road 

that connects Ronda with Gaucín 
that will give pedestrians better 
and safer access to Ronda’s new 
hospital, the Hospital de la Ser-
ranía. 

Bendodo, however, also stated 
that the 200,000 euros will only 
cover half of the cost and that the 
Junta de Andalucía will also need 
to contribute funds in order for 
the construction to go ahead.

Sierra Bermeja wants 
National Park status 

ESTEPONA 
:: L. PAVÓN. A petition posted on 
change.org that asks for Sierra 
Bermeja to be named the third 
National Park in Andalucía has 
accumulated over 14,000 signa-
tures in under a week.  

The petition is aimed at the 
Autonomous Organisation for 
National Parks (OAPN) and the 
Junta de Andalucía’s environ-
mental office, which both have 
a say in which  nature reserve re-
ceives the distinction.

Torremolinos to hire 22 
lifeguards for summer 

TORREMOLINOS 
:: A. GÓMEZ. Torremolinos coun-
cil has begun to hire lifeguards 
needed for the high season. 

Applicants will have to pass a se-
ries of tests in order to fill one of the 
22 vacancies. The fitness tests in-
clude swimming 100 metres and 
running one kilometre within the 
time limits set by the selection com-
mittee, which differ according to 
the applicant’s gender. 

Applicants will then have to do 
a translation test and an interview. 

Bird’s eye view of the new hospital and the surrounding roads. :: O. A.

A new 50-kilometre-long 
pathway will connect the 
area’s towns with the 
estuary of the 
Guadalhorce river and 
the Caminito del Rey 

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

COÍN. At a provincial government 
(Diputación) meeting held in Coín 
on Monday, the president, Elías Ben-
dodo, announced the unanimous 
approval of the installation of a new 
pathway in the Guadalhorce valley, 
which will link up many of the prov-
ince’s towns.  

In his speech, Elías Bendodo de-
scribed the pathway as “a green 
corridor” through the “agricultural 
paradise” that is the Guadalhorce 
valley, which will connect the river 
estuary near Malaga with the 
Caminito del Rey near Álora. 

 When complete, the 50-kilo-
metre-long route, which will be 

built by rural development groups 
hired by councils, will take in the 
municipalities of Ardales, Álora, 

Pizarra, Coín, Alhaurín el Grande, 
Cártama and Alhaurín de la Torre, 
in addition to Malaga.  

The provincial councillor for en-
vironment, Marina Bravo, had the 
task of presenting the detail of the 
project at the meeting. Bravo de-
fined it as a “revitalising addition” 
to the towns through which it will 
pass, and described how the path-
way will “bring together the prov-
ince’s garden with the city of mu-
seums”,  in reference to the Valle 
del Guadlhorce-Malaga connec-
tion. Bravo also stressed that the 
project was “a development that 
is also compatible with environ-
mental conservation”, before pre-
senting an informative video 
which explained how the pathway 
would benefit the environment as 
well as tourism. 

Other important issues for the 
region were also raised at the meet-
ing, such as possible infrastructure 
improvements and the need for a 
new water treatment system.

Provincial government approves plan for 
pathway linking the Guadalhorce valley

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. The Mijas councillor for 
Infrastructure, José Carlos Martín,  
has announced that the council 
plans to begin three major road im-
provement projects and has put 
out to tender three contracts, 
worth approximately 1.8 million 
euros in total. 

The first improvement, which 
residents have asked for on numer-
ous occasions, will be carried out on 
the Paseo de Andalucía in La Cala. 
At the moment the road is a safety 
hazard as its current drainage sys-

tem does not drain water fast 
enough in times of heavy rain, leav-
ing the road flooded. However, with 
a 689,000-euro investment, the 
council hopes to have resolved the 
problem within four months.  

With the same objective, a sec-
ond set of roadworks will take place 
in Las Lagunas. The council will 
spend 890,000 on installing rain 
collectors to prevent excess rainfall 
flooding the roads in Río Darro and 
Molino de Viento too. 

On Tuesday, José Carlos Martín 
added that a third contract, worth 

315,134 euros, has also been put out 
to tender for the remodelling of Calle 
Kennedy, Calle Jaén and Calle 
Miguel Márquez in Las Cañadas.

Mijas council plans to spend 
over one million euros on long-
awaited road improvements 

Elías Bendodo. :: F. TORRES 

Ten bin bags of dog 
remains are discovered 

TORREMOLINOS 
:: A. GÓMEZ. An investigation has 
been launched in Torremolinos af-
ter ten bin bags full of dog corpses 
and bones were discovered in an old 
lime kiln in Los Pinares. 

 A number of animal protection 
associations have already pointed 
to the Parque Animal dog pound, 

located nearby, as a possible source, 
after its president was recently sen-
tenced to four years in prison for 
the illegal sacrifice of thousands of 
cats and dogs. 

Others believe that the owners 
of packs of dogs used for hunting 
could have been responsible, after 
the Guardia Civil found many hunt-
ing dogs kept in appalling condi-
tions in Torremolinos in recent years. 
However nothing has yet been con-
firmed by local police. 

José Carlos Martín. :: IVÁN GELIBTER
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Adrián Martín sings 
‘Invictus’ for charity CD 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 
: :  A. P. Adrián Martín, the young 
singer from Vélez-Málaga who was 
born with hydrocephalus, is to ap-
pear with Basque musician Tontxu 
at a presentation in the Maristas 
school in Malaga on 2 May of a CD 
and book aimed and raising aware-
ness of and improving education in 
Africa. Adrián and Tontxu sing the 

poem ‘Invictus’ on the CD. Written 
in 1875 by English poet, William 
Ernest Henmley (1849-1903), it was 
the poem which inspired Nelson 
Mandela during his 27 years in prison 
on Robben Island. Behind the CD is 
Spanish missionary, Aurelino García, 
who spent nine years in Ghana and 
through the CD, wanted to “break 
the stereotypes” that “Africa has been 
given in the last few years”. The CD, 
‘Los Tambores Hablan’ (the drums 
speak) is available  via the website of 
Spanish NGO, SED, and costs 15 euros.

HERE AND THERE

Aureliano García and Adrián Martín with the CD. :: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ

Torrox approves plan to 
register pets 

TORROX 
:: E. C. Mayor of Torrox, Óscar Med-
ina, has announced plans for a mu-
nicipal dog register, with a view to 
controlling dog ownership and in 
particular the number of potentially 
dangerous dogs in the town. The 
plan was approved at the last coun-
cil plenary meeting earlier this week, 
along with a campaign to encour-
age human residents to register on 
the town hall ‘padrón’.

Nerja town hall has 
produced a consultation 
document, available for 
residents to read online, 
with a view to setting a 
beach bylaw  

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

NERJA. Nerja looks set to be the 
next town in the Axarquía to im-
pose fines for ‘beach hoggers,’ ac-
cording to a consultation document 
published by the town hall. 

The proposal, which forms part 
of  a list of 35 suggestions currently 
out to consultation, would see two 
inspectors employed to control the 
town’s beaches for signs of early 
morning ‘reservations’. A fine of 30 
euros would be given to anyone 
caught leaving items such as para-
sols, chairs and towels to reserve a 
spot early in the morning. 

Torrox Costa was the first town 
in the Axarquía to introduce such 
measures in 2014, attracting the 
attention of the international press. 
It was followed by Algarrobo Costa 
the following year. In 2016, Tor-
rox town hall reported removing 
items from thirty suspected ‘beach 
hoggers.’ 

Nerja councillor for beaches, Cris-
tina Fernández, told SUR on Tues-
day: “It is inconceivable that in a 
tourist town like Nerja a beach by-
law still doesn’t exist.” Fernández 
added that such a document “exists 
in many Andalusian towns”.  

Other suggestions included in the 

document are the prohibition of 
bonfires and camping except on 
authorised days such as 23 June 
which is San Juan night. 

The document is available for con-
sultation on the town hall website 
(www.nerja.es) until 12 May under 
‘Participación Ciudadana.’

Third Axarquía town set to 
introduce fines for ‘beach hoggers’

‘Beach hoggers’ would be fined 30 euros under the bylaw. :: SUR

Vélez-Málaga is looking 
into ways of reducing 
the problems and 
accidents caused by 
candles during Holy 
Week processions 

:: A. PELÁEZ / J. RHODES 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Councillors at 
Vélez-Málaga town hall  are  look-
ing into ways of reducing the prob-
lem of wax left on the town’s roads 
after the Easter week processions.  

Every year Vélez-Málaga, like 
other towns, spends vast amounts 
of money and has to put up warn-
ing signs to vehicles and pedestri-
ans warning them of the slippery 
pavements and roads that the pro-
cessions leave. Furthermore, traf-
fic is restricted to a 20kph in the 
town centre. 

Environment councillor, Mar-
celino Méndez-Trelles announced 
on Tuesday that he is working with 
local police and the association of 
brotherhoods in Vélez-Málaga to 
find a solution to the problem for 
next year. “We are in favour of tra-
ditions, but when the traditions be-
come problems we have to find so-
lutions,” he said. 

The first meeting between the 

three groups is expected to take 
place next week.  

According to the town’s police 
chief, José Andrés Montoya, a num-
ber of accidents have already oc-
curred this year because of the slip-
pery surfaces. 

In Almuñécar a cleaning com-
pany specialising in the removal of 
wax from roads and pavements is 
expected to continue working un-
til Sunday - two weeks after the fi-
nal processions took place. 

The town hall has apologised for 
any inconvenience caused by the 
cleaning.

Towns count the cost of 
wax on roads after Easter

A sign warns of wax. :: A. P
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16 NEWS FOCUS ON FINANCE

I
s Spain’s economy actually 
growing at the publicised 
rate? This is the question 
asked by several leading 

Spanish economists in a letter re-
cently sent to Jeroen Djissel-
bloem, president of the Euro-
group. The letter, which was 
passed to me by a journalist in the 
UK earlier this week, says that 
negligence on the part of the 
European Comission and its sta-
tistics agency Eurostat makes the 
two bodies “accomplices in the 
generation of a gigantic bubble of 
debt [...] that will ruin the next 
generation of Spaniards for no less 
than 50 years”.  

Their scathing attack on the 
European Commission was sent 
to Brussels just days before Luis 
María Linde, governor of the Bank 
of Spain, announced this Tuesday 
that Spain would post the pre-
dicted growth figure of 2.7% in 
2017. Linde also said that GDP ex-
pansion in the first quarter of this 
year may exceed the 0.7% of 
2016’s final quarter.  

Yet the economists’ letter aims 
to reject such a rosy picture, argu-
ing that if Eurostat were doing its 
job properly it would have already 
detected Spanish politicians’ 
“scandalous manipulation” of 
their country’s GDP figures and 
halted a practice in which “reve-
nue figures are improvised every 
year to match the deficit target in-
dicated by Brussels”. 

This hefty accusation, though, 
is slightly undercut by the fact 
that Spain has consistently failed 
to meet the budget deficit reduc-
tion targets set by Brussels - a fail-
ure which the economists define 
as a “flagrant breach” of the EU 
Growth and Stability pact. 

Why would Spain “improvise” 
figures or targets and then pub-
licly announce its failure to meet 
them? In their letter, the econo-
mists write that “the Spanish gov-
ernment raised 100 billion euros 
less than budgeted and spent 240 
billion more” between 2008 and 
2015. 

Djisselbloem has yet to pub-
licly react to the economists’ mis-
sive, so it will be interesting to 
hear his response to the charge 
that the EU has given excessive 
budgetary leniency to Spain over 
the last nine years.  

All he can really point to here 
is the fact that last July the Com-
mission did in fact consider fin-
ing Spain for its repeated failure 
to meet Brussels’ targets. In the 
end, though, it made a mockery 
of itself by deciding on a “sym-
bolic” fine of precisely 0 euros 
and extended the country’s dead-
line for bringing its budgetary 
deficit below the EU maximum 
of 3% of GDP. 

The economists’ letter high-
lights the dangerous absurdity of 
trying to impose a blanket deficit 
ceiling on all EU member states 
and the Commission’s inability or 
unwillingness to act when its fis-
cal targets are breached. 

The strongly-worded docu-
ment concludes with the pro-
found point that there is a 
growing chasm between the 
“actual economic situation of 
Spain” and the situation as de-
scribed by GDP growth statis-
tics. Djisslbloem should agree 
to the Spanish economists’ re-
quest for a face-to-face meeting 
in Brussels, because theirs is an 
important argument that needs 
to be heard.

A NUMBERS GAME

MARK  
NAYLER THE EURO 

ZONE markanayler@gmail.com 

The company, which saw 
profits of 142 million 
euros in 2016, will add 
625 million euros to its 
share capital but no date 
is set for the launch yet  

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. Unicaja Bank has re-
ceived permission from its share-
holders to become a publicly-listed 
company on the Spanish stock ex-
change. 

The Malaga-based former savings 
bank is now one of Spain’s biggest 
financial institutions following merg-
ers and is 86.7 per cent owned by the 
Fundación Bancaria Unicaja - a leg-
acy of when it was a non-profit-mak-
ing society. 

Last week this holding founda-
tion approved the move to sell shares 
publicly in the company for the first 
time and so it was a mere formality 
at the annual general meeting of 
the group on Wednesday to vote on 
giving a final green light. In the end, 
the board secured 100 per cent of 
shareholders’ votes to carry out their 
plan. 

Unicaja Bank will now make 
plans for a public listing with 625 

million euros of new, one-euro 
shares, which will be aimed at na-
tional and international institu-
tional investors.  

The company will become the 
first Malaga-based organisation to 
secure a stock exchange listing. Al-
though no date for the launch has 
been set yet, it is felt that, as the 
stock market is strong, it will be 
sooner rather than later. The board 
has one year to make its move and 
has the option to increase the 

amount of shares available by 10 per 
cent if it sees sufficient demand. 
The offer price has not been dis-
cussed at this stage. 

The move will see the group’s 
share capital increase to 1.55 billion 
euros, and the ‘Fundación Bancaria’ 
will continue to hold 51.7 per cent 
of the shares.  

The meeting also discussed the an-
nual accounts and announced prof-
its in 2016 of 142.1 million euros, a 
return on equity (ROE) of 4.9 per cent. 

Green light from shareholders for 
Unicaja to join the stock exchange

Unicaja board members present to shareholders on Wednesday. :: SUR

:: LUCÍA PALACIOS 

MADRID. Unemployment in Spain 
rose slightly from January to March 
of this year and there were less peo-
ple working, according to data from 
the government survey of the ac-
tive population (EPA), released on 
Thursday.  

In the first three months of 2017, 
there were 17,200 more unemployed 

in Spain, a rise of 0.41 per cent on the 
end of 2016. This is the biggest in-
crease in this period since 2013. 

There were also 69,800 less peo-
ple actively working, some one per 
cent more than in the first three 
months of 2016. 

On the Costa del Sol, unemploy-
ment levels rose 10,700 compared to 
the last quarter of 2016. The Easter 

tourist season, bringing seasonal jobs, 
fell later, in April this year. Andalucía 
overall, however, saw the biggest fall 
in Spain over the first three months. 

Across Spain, the number of house-
holds where all members who are 
able to work are out of a job rose by 
6,900 from January to March to a to-
tal of 1,394,700.  

Making adjustments for season-
ality, the top-line jobless figures are 
slightly better. Using this measure, 
the number of unemployed in Spain 
fell by 3.02 per cent compared to the 
previous three months and employ-
ment grew 0.70 per cent.

More jobless and less work in 
first three months of 2017



April 28th to May 4th 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH  17



April 28th to May 4th 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH

18  NEWS

The town’s mayor was 
invited to discuss the 
municipal regeneration 
project during last week’s 
meeting of the Costa 
Press Club 

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Members of 
the foreign media sector on the 
Costa del Sol learned more of Tor-
remolinos council’s plans and ex-
pectations for the future at a social 
forum held in the town last week. 

The meeting, under the title of 
‘Torremolinos, rebirth of an icon’, 
was organised by the Costa Press 
Club.  Journalists, photographers 
and communications experts of 
several different nationalities gath-
ered to listen to the mayor José Or-
tiz, who emphasised the impor-
tance of the “recovery of the es-
sence of a glorious past”. 

During his speech, Ortiz stressed 
that the recovery of the old part of 
the town was one of his team’s 
main priorities and he pointed out 
the importance of enhancing local 
trade in the town. 

He also discussed the construc-
tion of the proposed Intu Leisure 
Centre, claiming that this would 
bring much work and revenue to 
the province.  

Finally, Ortiz outlined his plans 
concerning cultural and sports tour-
ism, claiming that the council’s 
new focus on the mountains be-
hind  Torremolinos added value to 

the “traditional offer of sun and 
beach”. 

However the mayor pointed out 
that the proposed changes cannot 
be undertaken in a hurry: “Al-
though these projects are under 
way, they will need between five 
and eight years to develop com-
pletely.”  

Jesper Sander Pedersen, presi-
dent of the CPC, applauded the sin-
cerity of the mayor, saying: “Our 
members are very satisfied with 
the visit and the explanations of 
the mayor. Any preconceptions we 
may have had have now been 
changed.”  

Following their meeting with 
the mayor, held in the Mataham-
bre restaurant, the group embarked 
on a stroll through the pedestrian-
ised area of the town. 

Led by two guides from the Tor-
remolinos tourist office, members 
of the press club visited the Plaza 
Costa del Sol, the Plaza La Nogal-
era,  the old town hall, which will 
soon become a gourmet market, 
and the house of María Barrabino, 
an emblematic building that the 
council is currently trying to ac-
quire. 

They also visited the Pimentel 
tower, or Torre de los Molinos, 
which will soon be renovated and 
opened to the public.   

The Costa Press Club, which cur-
rently boasts more than 50 mem-
bers from nine different countries, 
is a social forum that organises ac-
tivities for resident foreign jour-
nalists in Spain. The association 
will be celebrating its fifteenth an-
niversary in June.

Costa del Sol journalists glimpse 
the Torremolinos of the future

The Mayor of Torremolinos with members of the press club. :: SUR

Rod will follow the coast road for the majority of his walk. :: SUR

Pensioner attempts 
84km walk for Cudeca

Rod Andrews is no 
stranger to challenging 
walks. In 2015 he walked 
from Malaga to Sabinillas 
in aid of Cudeca   

:: T. BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. British pen-
sioner Rod Andrews is to embark 
on an 84 kilometre walk in order 
to raise funds for Cudeca. The 
sponsored walk, the equivalent 
of a double marathon, will begin 
in Benalmádena today (Friday) 
and Rod aims to complete the 
journey in just 24 hours. In order 
to do this, he will walk non-stop 
throughout the night.  

Rod, 72, will be undertaking 
the journey alone, although his 
wife will be keeping an eye on his 
progress at different points along 

the route. 
Cudeca has arranged a special 

send off from the hospice in 
Benalmádena at 12pm today. Rod 
will follow the coast road for the 
majority of his journey, only head-
ing inland for a few kilometres at 
San Pedro, before returning to the 
coast in order to complete the 
walk by 1pm on Saturday. 

Cudeca has organised a bus, 
with pick up points in 
Benalmádena and Fuengirola, to 
take people to Sabinillas on Sat-
urday to cheer Rod over the fin-
ishing line. 

Rod is no stranger to charity 
walks. In 2015, he walked from 
Malaga to Sabinillas and raised 
more than 3,000 for Cudeca.

z·   www.cudeca-eventos.org 
Carlos White:663 083 249

Liberty Seguros opens 
new San Pedro office 

MARBELLA 
:: SUR. Insurance firm Liberty Se-
guros opened its new office in La 
Colonia shopping centre in San Pe-
dro with an event at the end of last 
week. Guests, including numer-
ous clients, attended the function 
and enjoyed refreshments as well 
as the chance to talk to experts 
from the firm.

HERE AND THERE

The new office in San Pedro. :: SUR

BCC to host leadership 
and strategy lunch  

MARBELLA 
:: SUR. The British Chamber of Com-
merce is joining fores with easyJet 
for its Leadership and Strategy Lunch 
to be held at the Da Bruno Sul Mare 
restaurant in Marbella on 17 May. Ja-
vier Gándara, the airline’s director for 
Spain and Portugal, will speak about 
the current challenges faced by avia-
tion as well as the innovation in the 
industry in the last 20 years. Contact 
951 203 094 for more information.

Dsquared2 fashion 
lands in Puerto Banús 

MARBELLA 
::  SUR. The international fashion 
house Dsquared2 has recently 
opened its first boutique in Mar-
bella. Located in Puerto Banús, the 
store covers 130 square metres on 
one floor. Dsquared2 was founded 
by Canadian designer twins Dean 
and Dan Caten in the nineties. They 
opened their flagship store in Lon-
don in 2015 and since then have ex-
panded around the world.

Plaza Mayor starts work 
on extension project 

MALAGA 
::  J. HINOJOSA. Work has started 
this week on the extension to the 
Plaza Mayor shopping and leisure 
centre in Malaga. The first stage of 
the scheme involves the demolition 
of Plaza Bravo, a zone that once 
housed bars and nightclubs, to make 
room for the construction of the fu-
ture Designer Outlet Center. The 
entire project is expected to cost  75 
million euros.
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MARBELLA. Locals were invited 
to walk their own dogs or volunteer 
to walk a Triple A dog that is up for 
adoption. The walk started at 
Manuka restaurant on the Paseo 
Marítimo in Marbella where organ-
isers were taking donations from 
10am. Participants received a doggy 
goody bag and enjoyed a small break-
fast from the beachside eatery who 
sponsored the event, before the walk 
got under way. 

Organisers were delighted with 
the turn out which saw over 100 
walkers take part in the walk along 
the seafront, with lots of different 
nationalities and ages getting in-
volved. There were around 15 dogs 
from the Triple A as well partici-
pants’ own furry friends, some of 
which were previously adopted 

from the association.  
The idea of the annual walk is 

to show people how “loving” and 
“beautiful” dogs from the shelter 
can be, explained Lily van Ton-
geren, a Triple A volunteer who 
has five dogs herself - three 
adopted and two fostered. She 
hopes the event helps to dispel any 
“preconceived ideas” that people 
may have about shelter dogs as 
they see how happy those that 
have adopted are. 

Lily said they normally get at least 

one adoption after each event and 
it is hoped that this year will be no 
different: “A lot of people have come, 
wondering what’s happening, which 
is good to raise awareness.” 

Speaking to SUR in English, Lily 
stressed the fact that their work is 
not only for the animals, but also 
for the community.  

“Many years ago we wouldn’t be 
able to sit in a restaurant without 
being bothered by stray cats and 
there would be dead dogs on the 
road all the time. We have saved 

thousands of dogs and sterilised 
thousands of cats in the last few 
years and the streets [of Marbella 
and San Pedro] are cleaner because 
of the work that we do.” 

The local animal association cur-
rently has around 300 dogs and 100 
cats at the shelter and work goes on 
despite the ongoing court investi-
gation, which saw some members 
of the association arrested for ques-
tioning last year.  The judge in charge 
of the investigation, which involves 
several allegations connected with 
the shelter’s work, must decide 
whether or not to take the case any 
further before 11 October. 

Jan Weima, the only founder 
member of Triple A who is still ac-
tive, said, “In the meantime [our] 
work continues as it has done so 
over the last 26 years to take care of 
the abandoned animals in the area, 
our ultimate goal being to find them 
a ‘forever home’.” 

Lily van Tongeren said the accu-
sations have not affected the rate of 
adoptions as the number of animals 
currently in the shelter is signifi-
cantly less than this time last year. 
“The people who know us, what we 
do or have adopted from us, all know 
the truth and continue to support 
us. We are there for the animals and 
that’s all we’re focusing on.” 

The next Triple A event is on Sun-
day 14 May when their Open Day will 
give people the chance to visit the 
shelter which is located behind La 
Cañada, on the Ojén Road.

Participants wore green T-shirts to raise awareness of the need for new homes for shelter dogs. :: R. A.

Dogs take to the promenade for Triple A

Animal lovers gathered 
in Marbella on Sunday 
morning for the fifth 
annual Dog Walk which 
raised 1,700€  for the 
association

Michael O’Halloran is 
encouraging locals to join 
him on Saturday 6 May for 
a 5K walk/run to help 
promote global awareness 
of suicide and self-harm 
prevention 

:: R. ARMSTRONG 

ESTEPONA. Darkness into Light 
is an annual fundraising event or-
ganised by Pieta House, an organi-
sation in Ireland that provides aid 
to people at risk of suicide. In ex-

cess of 130,000 men, women and 
children around the world covered 
the five kilometre distance at the 
break of dawn last year. 

This year  the walk will be taking 
place in Estepona thanks to the ini-
tiative of campaigner Michael O’Hal-
loran. Walkers will set off at 5am 
next Saturday morning, starting at 
the Palm Beach chiringuito on the 
Paseo Marítimo of Estepona. Adult 
participants are encouraged to make 
a donation of 20 euros, students are 
asked for a donation of 10 euros and 
under 16s can take part for free. 

Michael, who is originally from 

Dublin but now spends about six 
months a year on the Costa del Sol, 
became involved with the organi-
sation following the loss of his son 
and two nephews to suicide. 

The 74-year-old said: “There is 
still a big stigma attached to suicide 
and self-harm and people are suf-
fering in silence. Unfortunately, 
quite a lot of people are very un-
comfortable if suicide or self-harm 
comes into conversation; it is still 
whispered about. This must change.” 

It is hoped that events such as 
Darkness into Light can help to 
bring the taboo subject out into 

the open and offer assurance that 
help is available.  

Last year Michael organised the 
walk in San Pedro with 20 people 
taking part. With a licence from the 
town hall and Police, he is hoping 
to have closer to 100 participants 
this year. 

Pieta House is a recognised serv-
ice that offers free support to peo-
ple experiencing suicidal thoughts 
or who are engaging in self-harm. 
They have helped over 29,000 peo-
ple in distress to date. 

Darkness into Light, their main 
fundraiser, will celebrate its ninth 
birthday this year as people unite 
across the world, in over 150 ven-
ues on four continents. 

Readers interested in taking part 
in the walk in Estepona are invited 
to register by email (michael.nu-
ala.dil@gmail.com) or on the day.

Walkers to cover five kilometres at 5am               
to raise awareness of suicide prevention

Michael O’Halloran. :: SUR

RACHEL 
ARMSTRONG           

A banner was carried . :: R. A.

z·   More information  : 
www.tripleamarbella.org
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Malaga-born Hollywood actor, Antonio Banderas, received an award 
from King Felipe on Wednesday for his role in promoting stronger 
ties between Spain and the USA. The ‘Camino Real’ prize is awarded 
annually by the Instituto Franklyn, a school of American studies at 
the University of Alcalá, near Madrid. In his acceptance speech, Ban-
deras thanked America for giving him “permission to dream”.  

:: AFP

ANTONIO’ S PRIZE FOR AMERICAN LINKS

Jordi Pujol, revered leader 
of Spain’s wealthiest 
region from 1980 to 
2003, and his wife and 
children are facing 
increased pressure over 
alleged corruption 

:: SUR 

BARCELONA / MADRID. Jordi 
Pujol Ferrusola, son of the former 
leader of Catalonia, Jordi Pujol i Soley, 
was held indefinitely without bail  
on Tuesday after a judge decided that 
he was at risk of continuing to com-
mit offences and destroying evidence. 

With so many large corruption 
scandals rumbling on in Spain, it has 
been easy to forget about the case 
started in 2014 against the Pujol fam-
ily in Catalonia. However this week’s 

detention of Jordi Pujol junior has 
brought the web of allegations back 
into the national spotlight. 

After being held, Pujol junior was 
whisked off to Barcelona to be in at-
tendance while properties linked to 

the Pujol family were searched.  
Jordi Pujol senior ruled Catalonia 

for the nationalist CDC party  for 23 
years from 1980 to 2003 and is an 
iconic figure across Spain. 

In July 2014, Pujol senior admit-
ted that the family had hidden a vast 
fortune in neighbouring Andorra. He 
claims the base of the fortune was an 
inheritance, however prosecutors be-
lieve much of the money was acquired 
through political corruption. Pujol’s 
wife and seven children have been 
drawn into the investigation with 
Jordi junior, the eldest son, accused 
of managing 30 million euros of 
money hidden outside Spain. 

The investigation is ongoing, how-
ever the decision to remove bail from 
Jordi junior comes as investigators 
claim that a network of fake compa-
nies is still operating worldwide to 
help hide the family fortune.    

Scandal deepens around family 
of former leader of Catalonia 

Pujol junior arrives in court. :: EFE

SPAIN

:: NURIA VEGA 

MADRID. The former head of the 
Madrid region has resigned her cur-
rent role, as leader of the PP oppo-
sition on Madrid’s city council, fol-
lowing last week’s arrest of her for-
mer number two in the regional 
government, Ignacio González. He 
was held over a suspected black 
hole of 60 million euros in public              

finances.  
Esperanza Aguirre led the Madrid 

region from 2003 to 2012, and dur-
ing some of that time Ignacio 
González was her number two. Her 
resignation comes after days of pres-
sure, even from her own party, to 
make a political gesture. Aguirre, in 
her resignation speech, said she felt 
betrayed by her former protégé.   

Aguirre quits Madrid PP role  
after arrest of Ignacio González   

Aguirre, after resigning. :: EFE
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Emily Thornberry held 
meetings with Fabian 
Picardo and Dr Joseph 
García, and stressed that 
the Labour Party is 
committed to Gibraltar  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The UK’s shadow for-
eign secretary, Emily Thornberry, 
arrived in Gibraltar for a fact-find-
ing visit on Wednesday, at the invi-
tation of the government. On Thurs-
day morning she called on chief min-
ister Fabian Picardo and deputy chief 
minister Dr Joseph García, and at-
tended the Workers Memorial Day 
service in the Alameda Gardens. 

Dr García, who holds the Brexit 
portfolio in Gibraltar, later gave her 
a detailed briefing on the potential 
impact on Gibraltar of the UK leav-
ing the European Union. 

After the meeting, the deputy 
chief minister said: “The govern-
ment is delighted to formally re-
ceive Emily Thornberry in Gibral-
tar. There are a number of UK poli-
ticians who have expressed an in-
terest in coming here in order to de-
clare their support and to learn more 
about the impact of Brexit. There is 
nothing like visiting Gibraltar in or-

der to obtain a full understanding 
of the situation here. This is part of 
the strategy of our government to 
engage with opposition parties in 
the United Kingdom, as well as with 
the government. In the briefing, I 
explained the importance of fron-
tier fluidity for residents, workers 
and tourists.”  

Thornberry said that she had re-
inforced the message that the La-
bour Party remains unequivocally 
committed to protecting the sover-

eignty of Gibraltar and the right of 
its people to self-determination.  

“We are also determined to pro-
tect Gibraltar’s economy and ensure 
that its government can continue 
to create jobs and prosperity in the 
years to come,” she said. “Under a 
Labour government, those princi-
ples will never be subject to com-
promise, bargaining or trade - 
whether in the Brexit negotiations 
or beyond - but will instead remain 
as solid as the Rock itself.”

Shadow foreign secretary pays a 
fact-finding visit to Gibraltar

IN BRIEF

Gibraltar celebrates 
Macaque Week 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. B. Next week, from 1 to 7 May, 
is International Macaque Week 
and on Monday the AWCP will be 
holding its second Macaque Aware-
ness Open day at the park from 2 

to 5pm, celebrating the 23 species 
of macaque in the world. 

 There will be free entrance to 
the park for all, raffles, bouncy cas-
tle, refreshments, crafts and more, 
to raise funds in aid of the Barbary 
macaque awareness and conser-
vation charity. There will also be 
macaque-themed workshops 
throughout the week. 

All bus routes covered 
by tracking facility 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. B. The real-time bus tracking 
service now covers all routes in Gi-
braltar, as the Night Bus which 
runs on Fridays and Saturdays from 
9pm to 2am has now been added 
to the facility. Anyone with a 
smartphone or internet access can 
see a map showing where any bus 
in Gibraltar is at any time.

‘Hillsides’ dementia 
care facility opens 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. B. A new residential facility 
for Alzheimer’s and dementia suf-
ferers was officially inaugurated 
this week. ‘Hillsides’ is on the site 
of the old Royal Naval Hospital, 
near the Bella Vista Dementia 
Day Centre. It caters for 52 pa-
tients who need full-time spe-
cialist care.

Barbary macaques live in Gibraltar. :: SUR

Emily Thornberry with Dr Joseph Garcia. :: SUR
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The deVere Spain group 
hosted a meeting in 
Frigiliana with Brexpats in 
Spain to provide 
information about tax          
and legal matters 

:: JENNIE RHODES 

FRIGILIANA. A group of British resi-
dents in the Axarquía area attended 
a Brexit seminar hosted by deVere 
Spain at the Villa Frigiliana hotel on 
Wednesday. 

Representatives from the finan-
cial advice company were joined by 
members of the organisation Brex-
pats in Spain, who provided an up-
date of their activity as well as a re-
minder to participants of the impor-
tance of making sure that residence 
and ‘padrón’ papers are up-to-date.  

British solicitor, Victoria Westhead, 
who helps Brexpats in Spain with le-
gal matters, spoke about making wills 
and gave advice on inheritance tax.  

Milada Fitzgerald spoke on behalf 
of deVere about tax in general and 
the different laws that apply in Spain 
and the UK. She highlighted the fact 
that in a digital world, it is “easy for 
banks and governments to trace peo-
ple, wherever they are”, suggesting 

that even those foreigners who have 
not taken up residency in Spain may 
still be tracked by the tax authorities 
if necessary. 

Although no one knows exactly 
what the final outcome of Brexit ne-
gotiations will be, neither globally 
nor on a bilateral basis, the main mes-
sage coming from the meeting was 
that Britons living in Spain should 
take the opportunity now to make 
sure that their “house is in order”, 
meaning that all legal and tax paper-
work is up-to-date. 

The key concerns from the mainly 
retiree audience were pension rights 
and healthcare post-Brexit. Despite 
this, of the residents who attended 
the meeting, none said that they were 
considering leaving Spain. Craig Webb 
from deVere commented that he be-
lieves “far more people are moving 
to Spain from the UK than the other 
way round” and added that he hadn’t 
“heard of any cases of people selling 
up and returning home”.

Axarquía residents urged to make sure             
their “house is in order” ready for Brexit

Milada Fitzgerald from deVere Spain explains tax laws. :: J. RHODES

:: L. PAVÓN 

MANILVA. Around 100 British resi-
dents attended the second Brexit 
seminar last weekend organised by 
the Foreign Residents Department 
at Manilva town hall. Councillor 
Dean Shelton spoke of the concerns 
of the local British population due 
to the uncertainty of the outcome 

of the Brexit negotiations and how 
this will affect residents in Spain 
and Gibraltar. 

Shelton was joined by the may-
ors of Manilva, Mario Jiménez, and 
Casares, Pepe Carrasco, as well as 
British consul Charmaine Arbouin 
and Derek Langley of the British 
Chamber of Commerce in Spain.

British residents attend Brexit seminar 
organised by Manilva town hall

Councillor Dean Shelton speaks at the seminar. :: SUR

BREXIT
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M
an, they’re annoying. 
Just when you think 
you’ve seen the last of 
them, they appear 

again from nowhere, imposing 
themselves on our lives with a 
pompous arrogance rarely seen 
outside the world of professional 
football. No, I’m not talking about 
political elections, rather that 
other bane of our lives - the hum-
ble mosquito. 

I need to say from the outset 
that I’m lucky - mosquitos don’t 
bite me. Largely, I imagine, be-
cause it would send them soaring 
over the drink-flying limit at the 
first swallow. (I’m tempted here 
to make a ‘one swallow doesn’t 
make a summer’ joke, but the 
deadline for the article is fast ap-
proaching and I can’t refine the 
gag in time - you’ll have to do it 
yourselves).  

They do, however, buzz in my 
ear at night, seeming to have 
honed the skill of waiting for that 
perfect moment when I’m bal-
anced lightly on the cusp of deep 
slumber before performing a deft 
flypast of my lughole, presuma-
bly carrying a Playmobil hedge 
trimmer and doing some kind of 
loop-the-loop just to rub it in. 

It’s a well-known fact that only 
the female mosquito buzzes and 
bites and generally causes a nui-
sance (you may draw your own 
conclusions, I wouldn’t dare), 
while the male of the species sits 
in a shed somewhere with an old 
train set and a six pack of real ale. 
Well, I can’t remember the exact 
details but it’s something like that.  

For the people who do get bit-
ten - and, boy, do those poor souls 
get bitten - all of this is no laugh-
ing matter, I’m afraid. Swollen 

limbs, big red eyelids, angry skin 
blotches and all kinds of other, 
painful, symptoms plague them 
throughout the mosquito season. 
Sprays, plug-ins and creams can 
help a little but, judging by some 
of the customers who come into 
the pub, they offer scant comfort 
in the long run. 

I’m surprised, then, that no-
one has ever tried black pudding 
as a remedy - it’s basically blood 
in the form of a truncheon. The 
first step would be to leave some 
on a dish by the doors and win-
dows. If you’re lucky, they’ll pause 
to snack on it on the way in and 
forget all about you. If they don’t, 
you can just pick it up and smack 
them over head with it a couple 
of times before retiring to enjoy 
a full English breakfast.  

I believe they call that a win-
win situation.

Flied                             
breakfast

PETER EDGERTON 
MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

I
t’s April, it’s 2017, but some of 
the headlines in this week’s 
news are probably almost iden-
tical to others published five, 

ten or fifteen years ago. Politicians 
are arrested under suspicion of cor-
rupt practice, embezzlement and 
generally abusing the power be-
stowed on them by the voting pub-
lic. Meanwhile others promise to 
build hospitals, repair roads and cre-
ate employment.  

The names may be different (or 
perhaps not), the projects may be 
new ones (or not - in the case of cer-
tain roads and hospitals), but it’s the 
same great commodity at the core 
of every story: money. What’s more, 
it’s not just any old money, it’s pub-
lic money, which, many still don’t 
seem to realise, means that it be-
longs to the public - in other words, 
to you and me.  

So why don’t more members of 
the general public, owners of these 
public coffers that are being pilfered, 
seem shocked when someone who 
has gained power through their 
votes, cleverly pockets the money 
that should have been spent on those 
hospitals, roads and jobs schemes?  

Every time we learn of a new case 
of corruption, involving politicians 
and officials sneaking public funds 

off to their private accounts through 
one means or another, there seems 
to be a non-reaction. People, already 
on their way back to silly videos on 
Facebook after a quick scan of the 
day’s “more-of-the-same” headlines, 
seem to need nudging into some sort 
of reaction.  

“Hey, you’re supposed to be hor-
rified! Those are your taxes that 
should have been spent on making 

your life better. Those guys you 
trusted have stolen from you!” 

Even when you put it like that, 
though, people aren’t rushing out 
into the streets to protest. Those 
who do look aghast at a politician’s 
dodgy dealings are most probably 
feigning surprise. 

If a “squeaky clean” Scandinavian 
politician had devised a complex 
scheme to siphon off funds to se-
cure him- or herself a very comfort-
able future the world may well throw 
its hands up in horror. But in Spain, 
with its great track record for cor-
ruption, the news is not so much 
what the politician in question has 
done, but the fact that they got 
caught out.  

So, as the investigations come and 
go, so do the elections. And, despite 
the recent, more colourful choice at 
the ballot box, the political parties 

in question don’t seem to be pun-
ished for producing one rotten egg 
after another. 

“They’re all as bad as each other,” 
a friend told me, unable to conceive 
that someone might go into politics 
motivated purely by the chance to 
improve society, rather than out of 
a desire for power and wealth. 

That friend laughs and calls me 
naïve when I say there must be hun-
dreds of Spanish politicians who 
stand for election with a true voca-
tion to serve their community, what-
ever their position on the political 
spectrum.  

So if there are any honest politi-
cians reading this, then, please don’t 
give up. You have the unenviable job 
of fighting against a reputation that 
others are still helping to make 
worse. But one day I’m sure you’ll 
prove me right.

A thought for the 
good eggs

RACHEL HAYNES

SANSÓN

Other sports 

How many sports are there? We 
can be forgiven for thinking that 
there’s only one because people 
only talk about football. It seems 
that football is the only sport, 
but it isn’t... 

There is a huge variety of 
sports that involve a great deal 
more risk and effort, and never-

theless they are con-
sidered inferior: cy-
cling, handball, rock 
climbing... are just a 
few. What’s more on 
one side we’ve got 

the men’s teams, which come 
off best in terms of salary and 
media attention. On the other 
side, however, are the women’s 
teams - but what do we hear 
about them? Being women does 
not mean that we have less abil-
ity to excel in sport. That idea 
shows the lack of progression in 
the mentality of human beings 
today. In our opinion, there is 
injustice both for less recognised 
sports and for women. Do you 
really think it should be like that? 
  
ANDREA MARTÍNEZ 

BY EMAIL 

Beachfront security 

Given that pollution from die-
sel engines is killing us, and 
that terrorists have learnt how 
to turn unattended delivery 
trucks into weapons of mass 

destruction, why are cargo ve-
hicles allowed to be left run-
ning, unattended on the Paseo 
Marítimo in Fuengirola? 

I counted six unattended 
ticking-over trucks this morn-
ing along the seafront, and four 
unclaimed dog turds. 

 
T. KIRBY 

BY EMAIL 

Rubbish recycling 

I was not surprised to read in last 
week’s paper that the province 
is a long way from achieving the 
EU’s  target of recycling 50% of 
our waste by 2020.  

In fact I was amazed to learn 
that even 30% of Malaga’s rub-
bish is recycled. Where I live in 
the city centre, the bins are not 
even categorised into plastics, 
glass and organic.  

This is the case with many 
streets, forcing some residents 
to walk up to one kilometre to 
find their nearest categorised 
bins, which of course many are 
unwilling to do, and therefore a 
lot of rubbish goes to waste.  

As a conscientious recycler 
myself, I have to say that the 
authorities need to make this is-
sue a priority. I would even wel-
come the introduction of a tax 
on all those people who are rub-
bish at recycling. 

 
R. BROOKS 

MALAGA
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B
oarding an under-
ground train is rarely 
memorable, but if it 
is, it’s almost cer-
tainly for all the 
wrong reasons; a 

feeling of claustrophobia, chaotic 
pushing, a sensation of stress. Yet 
my first time on the Tokyo network 
felt like an almost poetically cho-
reographed experience.  

I walked past the uniformed 
staff, wearing pristine white gloves, 
and joined the waiting passengers 
patiently standing in parallel lines. 
As the train pulled up and came to 
a stop, the carriage doors perfectly 
aligned to the designated board-
ing area marked on the platform. 
Passengers disembarked, before 
we joined the train, boarding in 
the order in which we had arrived. 
An incongruously child-like jingle 
then rang out from loud speakers, 
and the carriage doors slid closed 
and we departed. 

I know it’s probably a clichéd 
observation, but believe me, be-
ing part of urban life first-hand in 
Tokyo is far from the prosaic ex-
perience of most European capi-
tals. Admittedly it wasn’t rush-
hour and I had joined the train at 
one of Tokyo’s upscale central dis-
tricts, so probably my experience 
wasn’t the norm; yet it felt that 
politeness, order and calm typi-
cally prevailed. 

Hidden history 
Together with my private guide 
Rie, I headed north on the metro 
from Tokyo’s urban heart to the 
Rikugien gardens, a historic green 
space dating back to the 1700s, 
when this was the city known as 
Edo. 

I’m fascinated by Japanese gar-
dens; not only a beautiful mani-

festation of the national pursuit 
of perfection, but also these mani-
cured spaces offer a glimpse into 
Tokyo’s past, a sense of history 
that’s sometimes hard to find in 
this modern metropolis. Tokyo was 
all but flattened in the second 
world war, so much of what one 
experiences in the capital has been 
built from the 1950s onwards.  

Rie is Japanese, one of the bi-
lingual founders (together with 
foreign resident Owen) of ‘The 
Back Street Guides’. As we near our 
destination we chat about my first 
impressions of the city. When I ar-
rived on my flight a few days ear-
lier, I managed to enjoy a bird’s eye 
view of Tokyo, as the aircraft flew 
over the city, on its final approach 
to Haneda airport. The silvery grey 
of towers and buildings spread out 
as far as the horizon. It’s probably 

the most colossal urban area I’d 
ever seen - exciting, whilst also 
slightly awe-inspiring. 

During your first day or so it’s 
good to have a local at your side; it 
accelerates one’s understanding of 
Tokyo, a city that can seem both 
overwhelming, yet also almost vil-
lage-like thanks to the gentle po-
liteness of the residents. 

Rie tells me that Japan is well 
advanced with its programme to 
make the country more open for 
foreign visitors. This is predomi-
nantly reflected in English being 
the second language, and English 
being rolled-out across the trans-
port network from signage to in-
formation screens. With the 2020 
Olympic Games approaching, Ja-
pan is wanting to be more open, 
putting its history of being a closed 
nation very much in its past. Yet 
so far, from my limited perspec-
tive as a visitor, Tokyo still looked 
and felt very ‘Japanese’. Sitting on 
the metro train, I surveyed my fel-
low passengers; there were few 
signs that Tokyo is cosmopolitan, 
or a culturally diverse city.  

Just Japanese 
With a falling population, Japan 
has a ticking demographic time 
bomb. Faced with similar issues, 

European governments have some-
times embraced immigration as a 
quick-fix to labour shortages. Yet 
here the Japanese are turning to 
automation, robotics and artificial 
intelligence. Foreign-looking faces 
are still few and far between here, 
yet AI gadgets and cartoon-style 
pepper robots are an increasingly 
familiar sight. 

Graceful gardens 
Within a few minutes, we had ar-
rived at the station for the gardens. 
Nature and her seasons play an in-
tegral part in the social and cul-
tural life of Japan; from the re-
nowned ‘hanami’ custom of rel-
ishing the beauty of the spring 
cherry blossom, to enjoying the 
radiance of the autumnal trees, 
particularly the iconic, warm tones 
and fiery reds of the delicate acer 
maples. 

Surrounded by apartment blocks 
and busy streets, the Rikugien gar-
dens are surprisingly tranquil. This 
noble park has survived through 
the centuries and is said to be an 
interpretation of the period’s re-
vival of the Waka poetry style. 
Many elements of the garden have 
been manicured and groomed over 
generations to create a sense of 
harmony between nature and the 

From the poetic to 
the prosaic – the 
Japanese capital is 
still one of the 
world’s most 
civilised cities

Few urban 
panoramas can 
match Tokyo’s 
skyline at 
night. :: SUR

During your first day or so 
it’s good to have a local at 
your side; it accelerates 
one’s understanding

ANDREW 
FORBES

 Twitter: @andrewaforbes

Downtown Tokyo
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social use of the garden. Like many 
of the formal gardens that lay al-
most hidden amongst Tokyo’s sky-
scrapers, this space was commis-
sioned by an elite nobleman, ei-
ther a daimyo, or a shogun.  

Petite timber tea houses shel-
ter under branches of ancient trees; 
small streams, crossed by diminu-
tive stone and wooden bridges, 
feed a central lake punctuated by 
a picturesque island of clipped pine 
and maple trees. 

As the afternoon light fades, the 
gardens become illuminated with 
coloured lighting, theatrically fram-
ing the garden scenes, each revealed 
as one strolls along the narrow 
winding paths. It’s a centuries-old 
fantasy world, where one can still 
find ancient engraved stone ‘seki-
chu’ posts describing the different 
poetic corners of this contrived yet 
still natural environment. 

This notion of nature perfected 
is common across the capital. Ja-
pan is a mountainous, volcanic na-
tion, so its urban areas are densely 
populated and city green spaces 
are venerated. Nature is under-
standably brought into the all-en-
compassing built environment in 
Tokyo too. It’s a common thread 
throughout city life, from the pres-
entation of food, to the architec-

ture and design of its skyscrapers.  

After-work antics 

The tranquillity of the city garden 
could not have been more differ-
ent to the night before, an evening 
spent discovering some of the hid-
den ‘Yokocho’ alleyways of Tokyo’s 
city centre. Evocative of scenes 
from the movie Blade Runner, 
these narrow streets, typically lit 
either by the harsh, bright signage 
and colourful neon or from the 
subtle glow of oriental paper lan-
terns, offer places to eat well, 
authentically and cheaply. 

My guide was Anne, founder of 
Agrigato Japan, an independent 
company that offers Japanese food 
tours. Together with a small group 
of other visitors, I indulged in the 
street food and urban flavours of 
Tokyo’s nightlife, including suc-
culent yakitori chicken skewers 
prepared over smoking charcoal 
grills. 

In such a crowded city, no space 
is wasted, and these small, relaxed 
eateries and bars make use of all 
available space, between the 
gleaming office towers and under 
the archways and elevated tracks 
of the nation’s famous Shinkan-
sen bullet trains. 

As the office workers flood out 

of the towers into 
the streets below, 
they either head 
for the metro sta-
tions or into the 
myriad small res-
taurants for tasty 
kushiyaki skewers, or 
into the smoky bars 
for hoppys or highballs; 
and then on to gaming ar-
cades where they play slot 
machines and pachinko; or 
lose themselves in their favour-
ite songs in one of the multi-sto-
rey karaoke lounges. It’s a night 
out offering the chance to see a 
more relaxed, less self-controlled 
side of Tokyo life. 

However, it doesn’t take long 
before one sees more examples of 
perfectionism here. We wondered 
through the upscale streets of To-
kyo’s Ginza district, the chic and 
civilised shopping and leisure 
neighbourhood that is chock-full 
of fine-dining eateries, flagship 
designer stores and expensive bou-
tiques. Here the illuminated street 
hoardings and digital billboards 
are alive with images from the 
world’s most luxurious brands, as 
well as the logos and slogans of 

leading Japanese 
technology and 
car manufacturers. 

The wealth of 
Tokyo is far from 
hidden here. I 

stepped inside the fa-
mous Nihonbashi 

Sembikiya fruit par-
lour; a grocery shop that 

is said to offer the most 
perfect fruit in the city. Don’t 

be surprised to see a small tray 
of a handful of meticulously pre-

sented pieces of fruit for 75 euros. 
Or selected melons, each carefully 
wrapped in tissue paper, for between 
150 and 250 euros each!  

As night fell I returned to my 
hotel. The underground station 
was filling with office workers not 
looking to stay for more after-work 
drinks with their colleagues and 
bosses. The doors of the carriage 
once again slide open and I stepped 
onto the platform.  Then a man 
quickly walked up to me, handing 
me my digital PASMO smart ticket 
which had dropped out of my 
pocket; his thoughtful, personal 
gesture was not lost in translation 
in this, one of the world’s biggest 
mega-cities.

A night out in Tokyo inevitably begins in restaurants found in the ‘Yokocho’ alleyways. :: SUR
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Foreign faces are still rare to 
see yet AI gadgets and 
cartoon-style pepper robots 
are increasingly common
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This is one of the planet’s mega-
cities; with some 13 million peo-
ple living in Tokyo, extending to 
a mind-boggling 37 million resi-
dents when one includes the full 
metropolitan area, the world’s 
most populous. 

 

STAY: 

Prince Gallery Tokyo 

Few urban panoramas can match 
Tokyo’s skyline at night. The city’s 
elevated highways flow like riv-
ers of light, meandering among 
neon-topped towers and sparkling 
apartment blocks -  a remarkable 
backdrop for drinks or dinner. The 
Prince Gallery is Tokyo’s latest 
five-star deluxe hotel, offering a 
smart urban Tokyo experience. It’s 
a gleaming skyscraper hotel 
with exceptionally-
framed views of the 
city from each of 
its public spaces 
and more than 
150 rooms. 
Contempo-
rary, with a 
youthful, city 
vibe that’s 
cool, on-trend, 
yet relaxed – 
and with Japanese 
service delivered 
with exceptional fi-
nesse and attention to detail. 
Try the cocktails in the suave Sky 
Gallery Lounge Levita. 
  
PrinceHotels.com/en/kioicho 

Mandarin Oriental Tokyo 

Mandarin Oriental Tokyo 

From its impressive double-height 
Sky lobby on the 38th floor, one 
can see the Imperial Palace Gardens 
and Mount Fuji beyond to the west, 
while to the east is the Tokyo Sky-
tree dominating the almost end-
less cityscape. This landmark ho-
tel, within the Cesar Pelli-designed 
Mitsui skyscraper, has interior de-
sign by Reiko Sudo who has pre-
sented the tower as a tree, a place 
of shelter and community, bring-
ing the notion of nature into this 
constructed environment. From 
the ground floor entrance, with its 
richly-textured design motifs, fab-
rics and wall coverings, that com-
bine to inspire thoughts of tree 
roots, to the reception sky lobby 
conceived as the tree’s canopy, there 

are creative interpretations 
of nature everywhere.  

The property is 
also worth a visit 

for its ten styl-
ish bars and 
eateries in-
cluding the 
innovative 
Tapas Mo-
lecular Bar; 

Sushi Sora, an 
authentic sushi 

counter restau-
rant; and Michelin-

starred Sense, offering 
Cantonese cuisine.  

The Spa at Mandarin Oriental 
has treatment rooms with floor-
to-ceiling windows offering sky-
line views. As one of the city’s pre-

mium hotels, the MO Tokyo is 
found in the chic and exclusive 
Nihonbashi district, close to the 
area’s landmark Mitsukoshi de-
partment store, and the Nihon-
bashi ‘Bridge of Japan’ which was 
historically considered the km 0 
of Tokyo. 
 
MandarinOriental.com/Tokyo 

First Cabin capsule hotels 

Tokyo is renowned for its ‘capsule 
hotels’, driven by a demand for 
reasonably-priced accommodation 
in one of the world’s most popu-
lous and expensive cities. These 
hotels feature small personal pods, 
instead of guest rooms. First Cabin 
has evolved the concept with its 
more spacious, design-driven cap-
sules that emulate a first-class 
cabin aboard an aircraft. Sizes vary 
from 2 to 20 square metres.  
 
First-Cabin.jp.e.jr.hp.transer.com 

 

EAT: 

Sushi SORA 

To be one of the privileged eight 
guests, sitting at the sushi counter 
of this intimate restaurant with 
stunning city views is to witness 
the artistry of traditional ‘Edo-
mae’ sushi chefs. Dexterity, pre-
cision and grace define the work 
of Yuji Imaizuma and his team. 
Delicate dishes of seasonal fish are 
served at the counter made from 
a single piece of 350-year-old Japa-
nese cypress – a place where tra-
dition and modernity meet.  
 
MandarinOriental.com/Tokyo 

Café de l’Ambre 

Found in the swish Ginza down-
town district, this family coffee 
shop has a retro feel. There are Eng-
lish-language menus and most im-
portantly, great coffee. 
 
h6.dion.ne.jp/~lambre/ 

Park Hyatt Tokyo 

Opened in 1994, the Park Hyatt 
was Tokyo’s first foreign-run lux-
ury hotel and it remains a classic. 
It was the setting for the cult 
movie Lost in Translation (all 
filmed during the night so as not 
to disturb guests!) Book afternoon 
tea in the Peak Lounge for a fla-
vour of discreet, civilised Tokyo. 
 
Tokyo.Park.Hyatt.com 

 

DO: 

Rikugien Gardens 

City gardens dating back to 1702; 
one of Tokyo’s ‘Special places of 
Scenic Beauty’, and an enchant-
ing example of Japanese garden 
design. 
 
Teien.Tokyo-Park.or.jp/en/rikugien/ 

Metropolitan Government 
Building Observatory 

For a free view of the city, head 
up to the 45th floor of government 

building 1, in the central Shinjuku 
district (direct access from Nishi-
shinjuku station). Visit the south 
deck during the day, while for eve-
ning views try the north deck, 
open until 10.30pm. 

The Back Street Guides 

This boutique firm, founded by 
Owen and Rie, specialises in per-
sonalised tour experiences in 
Kyoto and Tokyo. Book a private 
guide for a true insider’s perspec-
tive of Tokyo, or join one of the 
smaller group tours to experience 
local food, and see unmissable 
sights such as the Tsukiji fish mar-
ket, Sensoji Temple, Nakamise 
Dori, the unique Akihabara Elec-
tric District, and the charming Old 

Yanaka District. 
 
TheBackStreetGuides.com 

Shibuya Crossing 

For a bird’s eye view of Tokyo’s 
most famous pedestrian intersec-
tion, the five-way Shibuya cross-
ing, most tourists head to the Star-
bucks or L’Occitane cafes. Alter-
natively, try and dodge the hotel 
security at the Shibuya Excel Ho-
tel to get to the 25th floor, where 
corridor windows offer a good 
view. Alternatively, don’t just ob-
serve, actually make the crossing 
and be part of the crowds. 

Agrigato Japan 

For a great value experience of To-
kyo’s remarkable food scene, it’s 
a great idea to turn to a profes-
sional guide. Agrigato Japan, 
founded by Tokyo-resident Anne, 
offers food tours and experiences 
in Osaka, Kyoto and Tokyo. Try 
the ‘All Star Food Tour’ of Tokyo, 
taking in some of the city’s Yoko-
cho alleyway eateries as well as a 
sit-down restaurant serving re-
gional Japanese delicacies. 
 
ArigatoJapan.co.jp 

Karaoke 

One of the biggest karaoke chains, 
you can find Big Echo multi-sto-
rey karaoke lounges throughout 
Tokyo. Check-in is much like a ho-
tel and you can order food and 
drinks to your private lounge. Song 
lyrics are available in English and 
microphones are said to be tuned 
so that even the most amateur en-
thusiast can sound good! 
 
Big-Echo.jp 

 

TRAVEL: 

At a metro station kiosk, purchase 
a prepaid PASMO or SUICA smart 
card – much like an Oyster card in 
London. It allows you to travel on 
city buses, taxis or the metro, all 
without using cash. Use it too in 
shops, and at some of the ubiqui-
tous vending machines that are 
found everywhere in Tokyo, sell-
ing everything from noodles to sake.  
 
TokyoMetro.jp/en/

ANDREW FORBES 

THE INSIDER GUIDE

Tokyo

Metropolitan Government Observatories.

Mandarin Oriental sky lobby.

Yakitori chicken skewers.

Prince Gallery sky lounge.

Shibuya crossing.

TRAVEL

Sushi SORA.
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W
idely considered to 
be the first on its 
continent, this li-
brary dates back to 

1646, amassing more than 45,000 
books and manuscripts.   

The library owes its name to the 
city’s bishop. He was a lover of 

books, donating hundreds on the 
understanding that they would be 
available to the general public so 
that education would not be lim-
ited to the wealthy elite. He is 
quoted as saying: “He who succeeds 
without books is in an inconsolable 
darkness, on a mountain without 

company, on a path without a cro-
sier, in darkness without a guide.” 

The city in question is sur-
rounded on four sides by mountains 
and volcanoes, terrain on which the 
country’s future was decided in a 
landmark battle for the continent. 

Next Friday, the events of more 

than a 150 years ago will be marked 
with a large parade and a re-enact-
ment. During the week there are 
concerts, lectures and other cultural 
activities scheduled. 

Strangely, this is not considered 
a national holiday and is much more 
widely celebrated in the neighbour-

i n g  
country to 
acknowledge links between them. 

If you know the name of the li-
brary, as well as the name for the 
holiday celebrated next month, you 
could win a prize. Send your an-
swers to english@diariosur.es and 
put ‘Where in the world?’ as the 
subject. Please also include your ad-
dress and telephone number so we 
can send the prize to you. 

Congratulations to Claudine 
Beaujean who won last month’s 
competition for correctly identify-
ing the city as Reykjavik  (Iceland) 
and ‘Sumardagurinn fyrsti’, the holi-
day celebrating the first day of sum-
mer - believe it or not! 

Your prize will be with you 
shortly.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

Links 

bookmarked

MARCH’S 
PHOTO

Send your answer to 
english@diariosur.es

:: @PROTOPLASMAKID
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:: JAVIER ALMELLONES 

MALAGA. May Day is always an 
important festival in Andalucía, 
but this year there are even more 
celebrations than usual because 
the April Fair in Seville is not only 
starting late but will last for a who-
le week, and will therefore coin-
cide with major festivals in Gra-
nada and Cordoba.  

Seville’s April Fair kicks off at 
midnight on Saturday, when the 
lighting at the fairground is offi-
cially switched on. 

May Crosses in Granada 
On 2 and 3 May, Granada is cele-
brating its ‘Las Cruces’ festival, 
which is its most important event 
of the spring apart from Corpus 
Christi.  

Visiting Granada at this time of 
year is an excellent way to discover 
the city which was once the capi-
tal of the Nasrid kingdom as it cele-
brates a tradition which was relig-
ious in origin but is also entertain-
ing and colourful. 

 Tuesday and Wednesday will be 
particularly interesting days to be 
in the city, because patios and shop 
windows will be decorated with 
crosses.  

This tradition, according to lo-
cal people, dates back to 1625, 
when an alabaster cross was 
erected in the San Lázaro district. 
By the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, it was already the custom in 
the Albaicín del Realejo district for 
children to build small altars with 
a cross on top.  

Those altars were decorated with 
embroidered shawls, ceramic jars, 
copper pots and an apple with a 
pair of scissors stuck into it, as they 
are today. 

As a reward for preparing these 
altars in the city’s streets and 
squares, the children used to ask 
for a “chavico”, meaning an old 
copper coin which was actually 
called an ‘ochavo’. 

The altars which are set up to-
day are very similar to the ones of 
that time, but nowadays they are 
built and decorated by groups of 
residents, associations, to main-
tain the longstanding tradition. 

Every year at least 20 crosses are 
authorised by the local council, 
and are erected around the most 
emblematic districts of this Anda-
lusian city. 

 An impressive amount of imagi-
nation and creativity is used to cre-
ate these floral works of art and 
take part in the competition, and 
during these two days local peo-

ple gather around the crosses to 
dance and sing.  

One of the most curious features 
of this tradition is the apple or pear 
into which scissors have been 
stuck, beside the crosses. This was 
a symbolic, almost hieroglyphic 
way, in the old days, of warning 
visitors not to place any objection, 
or ‘pero’, to the cross at which they 

were looking. 
It is also traditional to eat cer-

tain foods during this festival, so 
visitors can expect to find prod-
ucts such as broad beans, salted 
cod and Russian salad on offer in 
local bars and restaurants. 

A month among flowers 
In Cordoba, spring means flowers 

because the May Crosses Compe-
tition and Patio Festival take place 
in the first two weeks of the 
month.  

Large crosses have been erected 
in different parts of the city and 
decorated with flowers, and these 
can be visited from tomorrow, 
Saturday, until Tuesday 
in the districts of 
San Basilio, San 
Andrés and San 
Agustín.  

On Sun-
day, the 
t r a d i -
t i o n a l  
Battle of 
the Flow-
ers will 
take place 
in the em-
blematic Pa-
seo de la Vic-
toria, during 
which more than 
120,000 carnations 
will be thrown into 
the crowds from 
more than 20 floats 
during the proces-
sion.  

Then, from Tuesday until 14 
May, it is the turn of the Patios Fes-
tival, which also takes place in the 
most ancient part of the city.  

The patios are decorated with 

flowers and plants, and numerous 
cultural activities are organised to 
coincide with the event.  

Fervour for ‘LaMorenita’ 
Meanwhile in Andújar, Jaén prov-
ince, this Sunday, the Virgen de la 
Cabeza pilgrimage takes place. This 
is believed to be the oldest ‘romería’ 
in the country, dating back to the 
13th century, and has become a 
major tourist attraction.  

According to legend, the virgin 
appeared to Juan Alonso de Rivas, 
a shepherd from the village of 
Colmera, in Granada province, in 
August 1227 and miraculously 
cured his injured arm. She then 
asked him to build a shrine in the 
same place, and that is the one 
which is known today as the Ce-
rro del Cabezo. Thousands of peo-
ple take part in the pilgrimage 
there every year, and it is consid-
ered the second most important 
event of its type after the famous 
one at El Rocío.  

Fairtime in Seville 
Seville’s massive April Fair will be 
continuing until 6 May this year, 
and it coincides with events to 
mark the 25th anniversary of the 
Expo and the 400th anniversary 
of the birth of the artist Murillo. 

This is a wonderful time of year 
in this beautiful Andalusian city, 
where the air is fragrant with oran-
ge blossom and local people cele-

brate the fair with music, dan-
cing and delicious tradi-

tional gastronomy.  
Although the 
event is offi-

cially inaugu-
rated on Sat-

urday at 
midnight 
with the 
so-called 
‘ A l u m -
brao’ at the 

f a i r -
g r o u n d ,  

hours before-
hand people 

will be enjoying 
their ‘Noche del 

Pescaíto’, a gastro-
nomic event where 
the bars in the fair-
ground will be selling 
fried fish, cured 

meats and cheeses, accompanied by 
beer or dry sherry.  

Anyone who has never been to Se-
ville at fairtime will find it an exci-
ting, fun experience, and one which 
never loses its sense of tradition.

SSouthern Spain has a multitude of hidden corners 
just waiting to be discovered: this week we suggest 
you take the road to...

Major celebrations in the month of May
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The Virgen de la Cabeza 
pilgrimage. :: SUR

Granada and Cordoba are celebrating May Cross festivals and Seville is about to start a week-long fair

Cordoba’s Battle of the Flowers takes place at midday on Sunday. :: TURISMO ANDALUZ

The May Crosses festival in Granada is always popular. :: SUR
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During his time as a 
professional footballer, 
André Lindbæk played 
for several Norwegian 
clubs, including Molde 
and Viking Stavanger 

:: TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. One-time pro-
fessional footballer, André Lind-
bæk, has recently opened a state 
of the art gymnasium on the Costa 
del Sol. 

The Epic Gym and Health Cen-
tre is a new hi-tech complex that 
first opened its doors in December 
2016, although the official open-
day was held last Saturday, when 
visitors were invited to test the fa-
cility free of charge. 

The new project had been a 
dream of André for some time and, 
after viewing many possible loca-
tions along the coast, he eventu-
ally decided to locate his new en-
terprise in Benalmádena Costa. 

During his time as a professional 
footballer, André played for sev-
eral Norwegian top-flight clubs, 
including Molde and Viking Sta-
vanger. He also played in Spain, 
representing Numancia and Las 
Palmas, before injury ended his ca-
reer in 2008. 

The 39-year-old Norwegian and 
his two business partners, also for-
merly involved with professional 
football, are using their experience 
and connections to make the gym 
and health complex one of the 
most popular of its kind on the 
coast.  

One of these connections is a 
sports travel agency that brings 
Scandinavian football clubs to 
Spain for preseason training. 

Norwegian footballers are now 
using Spain to train because of the 
excellent climate during the win-

ter and the football stadium in 
Benalmádena has become a favour-
ite training ground for them.   

Last month almost 200 players 

from Norway visited Benalmádena 
and André was quick to offer them 
the use of his new fitness complex.  

The 1,400- square-metre techno-

gym offers the most up-to-date 
equipment, including Tomahawk 
virtual exercise bikes and Hammer-
Strength multi-jungle machines. 

However, Epic Gym is not aimed 
solely at elite athletes, but also 
those with the focus and determi-
nation to want to train like one. 

The complex has two collective 
workout rooms, an outdoor train-
ing terrace, spinning room, per-
sonal trainers and more than 100 
weekly classes. 

André told SUR in English: “Epic 
is a lifestyle. A successful facility 
is about much more than a mix of 
a few fitness machines. It’s about 
combining spaces and equipment 
to create an environment that mo-
tivates our members.” 

Benalmádena has one of the 
highest numbers of Norwegian 
residents on the coast, partly due 
to the exclusive Norwegian school 
situated in Arroyo de la Miel. 

“The town hall, especially the 
mayor, is very interested in what 
we are doing and they have given 
us their full backing,” the former 
footballer explained.  

The town’s mayor, Víctor Navas, 
who attended the opening, said: 
“Enterprises of this kind are good 
for sports tourism in this area; we 
wish them every success.”

Former Norwegian footballer chooses 
Benalmádena for new business enterprise

:: T. BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA A lavish party 
was held to launch the opening of 
the Epic Gymnasium and Health 
Lounge last Saturday in 
Benalmádena, and more than 150 
people turned up to help celebrate 
the occasion.  

The VIP party was attended by 

Víctor Navas, mayor of Be-
malmádena and Ana Scherman, 
councillor for foreign residents. 

Guests enjoyed a selection of  
wines and cocktails on the health 
centre’s roof terrace. 

The event was sponsored by 
Mercedes Benz, Heineken, Torres, 
Illy Café and SUR in English. 

Roof-top party to launch 
opening of new gymnasium

Councillor Ana Scherman, André Lindbaek and mayor of Benalmádena Víctor Navas at the opening. :: T. BRYANT

Guests enjoy the roof-top party at the opening of the new gym. :: T. B.
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GARDENING

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation, 
or send them via Twitter 
@SUR_English or Facebook 
@surenglish and we’ll do 
the rest!

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

DENISE BUSH 

Already the dreaded geranium 
moth has been making a reap-
pearance in the garden, flut-
tering around the juicy new 
stems of the geraniums in the 
window boxes. They are hop-
ing to lay their eggs on the 
leaves or in the leaf axils so 
that the larvae when it 
hatches can burrow into the 
stems. Eventually the stems 
collapse although the plant 
may recover. 

There are sprays sold com-
mercially that are specifically 
for the geranium moth but any 
spray that claims to kill cater-
pillars (orugas) will do. 

If you prefer a more envi-
ronmentally-safe solution 
then look for a spray that con-
tains Bacillus thuringiensis (it’s 
called Bt spray in the UK). It is 
a natural, non-pathogenic 
bacterium that is found natu-
rally in the soil. 

However there are home-
spun alternatives; I have been 
trialling the anti-moth cap-
sules that are sold to place on 
coat hangers in the wardrobe, 
hooking several of them onto 
the stems of the geraniums. 
So far, fingers-crossed, I ha-
ven’t seen a moth near them 
since! 

GARDENING HINTS FOR MAY

Bugs and beasties, part 1

This stunning daisy is native to dry, 
rocky slopes in southern Africa and 
is commonly called the African Daisy, 
though this name also applies to sev-
eral other genera of plants. 

Its genus name is Arctotis and 
there are three main garden species: 
Arctotis hybrida, which has a huge 
variety of colours with shades of 
cream, yellow, orange, red and pur-

ple, many with a contrasting ‘eye’;  
A. fastuosa which is slightly larger 
and has orange flowers with dark 
purple centre and purple blotches 
at the base of each petal; and A. ve-
nusta which has bigger flowers than 
the other two in shades of 
white pink or or-
ange with a 
golden ring 

around a bluish ‘eye’ in the centre.  
The underside of the petals of this 

latter form is usually red. The foli-
age is similar to a chrysanthemum 
and has finely cut edges, a soft, 
downy texture and is grey-green in 

colour.   
Arctotis is an excellent 

ground cover plant 
and will help to se-

cure soil on slop-
ing banks due 

to its large 
root ball. It 
is also an 
ideal con-
t a i n e r  
plant and 
just one 
specimen 

will quickly 
fill a large 

container and 
cascade over the 

sides. Just make 
sure that the soil is 

well drained and that 
there is plenty of room for the 

roots to develop. 
Arctotis needs a position in full 

sun. It is fairly drought tolerant but 
will benefit from occasional water-
ing. It will not withstand frost. Regu-
lar deadheading increases the flow-
ering although it will usually flower 
from late spring until mid to late 
autumn in an ideal climate. In very 
hot summers Arctotis may stop 
flowering for a few weeks until tem-
peratures drop a little. 

The flowers are light sensitive so 
they always look outwards and will 
close up on overcast days and in the 
late afternoon, much like Dimor-
photheca - another species known 
commonly as the African Daisy.  

Propagation is from stem cut-
tings at any time of the year. Seed 
may also be viable although seeds 
collected from hybrid plants may 
not come true to the parent plant. 

Perennial Arctotis acaulis is a tough, mat-forming perennial with 
downy, grey-green leaves and large, colourful, daisy-like flowers 

Arctotis acaulis

g 

i
t

r
i
i
t
p
ju
s

w
f

c
c

s

Arctosis acaulis and close-up of the leaves. :: SUR / KELLEY MACDONALD

GLORIOUS AMARYLLIS

Keen gardener Jennifer Giles sent in this stunning photo. Judging 
by the number of photos of amaryllis that have been sent to us, 
it must be a particularly good year for them, although this was 
the only picture of a double flowering form we received.

:: JENNIFER GILES
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The Malaga museum 
is displaying 90 works 
by a dozen artists 
from the London 
School including 
Freud and Bacon 

:: ANTONIO JAVER LÓPEZ 

MALAGA. It took him three years 
to paint them. The driest of brown 
leaves, the light reflected on the 
green palms, the tranquility. He had 
moved to a new studio, the scene 
was what he could see and that was 
his way of identifying himself with 
that new place, of making it his own, 
of becoming familiar with it.  

Lucien Freud’s ‘Two Plants’ (1977-
1980) are now in a corner of the 
Picasso Museum in Malaga, and their 
apparent docility disguises a differ-
ent way of understanding art. “The 
same viscerality he dedicates to the 
human body can be seen here. He 
tries to indicate the passage of time 
with the same passion in the natu-

ral environment as in human life,” 
says Elena Crippa, the curator of ‘Ba-
con, Freud and the London School’, 
the first exhibition to come out of 
an agreement between the Picasso 
Museum and London’s Tate Gallery.  

The 90 works from the British in-
stitution can be seen at the Picasso 
Museum until 17 September, and 
they reflect one of the most vibrant 
chapters in the history of western 
art in the past century. The works 
cover eight decades and the exhibi-
tion is an important step forward in 
the museum’s international presence.  

After its agreements with the 
New York Metropolitan (2007), the 
Swedish Moderna Museet (2013) 
and the MoMA (2016-2017), among 
others, the Malaga museum is now 
embarking upon an alliance  which 
promises further joys in the future. 
“This is our first and ambitious part-
nership with the Picasso Museum 
of Malaga... we are delighted to loan 
works from our collection, and we 
like to take advantage of the knowl-
edge of our European colleagues and 
also request works from them. This 

is a communal collaboration in 
which everyone benefits,” said Ju-
dith Nesbitt, the director of National 
and International Programmes at 
the Tate in London, at the opening 
of the exhibition. And in case any-
one has any doubts about the forth-
coming Brexit, she insisted that 
“there is no doubt that the Tate will 
continue  its commitment to col-
laborating  with European institu-

tions.” 
This exhibition features a group 

of artists who worked in London 
and whose works “show us what 
our art owes to the children of im-
migrants,” explained Judith. The ar-
tistic director of the Picasso Mu-
seum, José Lebrero, described them 
as “cultural refugees,” who created 
their own path in western art from 
the first third of the 20th century 

onwards.  
“This exhibition is obsessively 

dedicated to painting,” he remarked 
about one of the main signs of iden-
tity of the group, which focused 
with special intensity on represent-
ing the human form and the land-
scape when the dominant trend was 
the abstract expressionism of Jack-
son Pollock, Mark Rothko and co. 

“Painting here,” said Lebrero, “is 
not image. It is presence. We have 
become accustomed to distancing 
ourselves from things, but we need 
to get close to these pictures.” In-
deed, it is a good idea to get as near 
as the security measures will allow 
to the smooth brushstrokes of Freud, 
the wild carnality of Bacon, the over-
flowing palette of Kossof, the rabid 
chromatism of Ronald B. Kitaj, the 
delicacy of Michael Andrews, the 
bloody (?) figures of Euan Uglow 
and the silent subversion of Paula 
Rego. 

Body and landscape 
This new exhibition at the Picasso 
Museum should not be rushed. 

 Title.   ‘Bacon, Freud and the 
London School’. 

 Venue.   Malaga Picasso Museum. 

 Date.   Until 17 September. 

 Opening hours.   The art gallery 
opens every day. Until June, from 
10am to 7pm; July and August, 
10am to 8pm; September, 10am to 
7pm. 

 Entrance.   ‘Pablo Picasso. New 
Collection’: 7 euros (reduced rate 
5 euros); temporary exhibition 
‘Bacon, Freud and the London 
School: 5.5 euros (reduced rate 3 
euros); combined ticket for ‘Pablo 
Picasso. New Collection’ and ‘Ba-
con, Freud and the London 
School’: 10 euros (reduced rate 6 
euros). 

 Information.   Tel: 952 12 76 00,  
www.museopicassomalaga.org.

THE EXHIBITION

The Tate comes to the Picasso

11
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Pause before the works of William 
Coldstream and David Bomberg. 
Linger at your first view of Bacon’s   
‘Figure in a Landscape’ (1945).  Let 
yourself fall into the abyss of the 
portraits by Frank Auerbach and 
Leon Kossof before turning to 
Freud’s disturbing ‘Girl with a Kit-
ten’ (1947), which hangs beside 
his ‘Girl with a White Dog’ (1950-
51). 

The landscape, the portrait, the 
human body, the city of London. 
Axes upon which works which are 
very diverse among themselves 
turn, by artists who are repre-
sented chronologically through 
their careers.  

Two names stand out above all 
the rest, however: the works by 
Freud cover a period of 50 years, 
up to his ‘David and Eli’ (2003-
2004), passing through ‘Girl with 
Striped Nightshirt’ (1983-87) and 
‘Leigh Bowary’ (1991). And with 
regard to Bacon, there are more 
than three decades between his 
‘Figure in a Landscape’ (1945) and 
‘Triptych August 1972’, accompa-
nied by his ‘Second Version of Trip-
tych 1944’ (1988), two of the 
works with the most powerful vis-
ual impact in this display. 

“The school was based on a com-
mitment to the human figure, and 
it explains the artistic and human 
relationship between these artists 
which lasted for so long. When we 
talk about the London School we 
usually focus on Freud a great deal, 
but here we want to show that 
there were in fact many others,” 
explained Elena Crippa.

11. ‘Second Version of Triptych 
1944’ (1988) by Francis Bacon. 
:: SALVADOR SALAS 

 

2. ‘David and Eli’ (2003-2004), 
beside ‘Girl with Striped Night-
shirt’ (1983-87), both by Lucian 
Freud. :: SALVADOR SALAS 

 

3. The chromatism of ‘Celic 
Court’ (1983-1984), by  
R. B. Kitaj. :: S. SALAS 

 

4. Two nudes by Euan Uglow. :: 
SALVADOR SALAS 

2

3 4
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R
ita  Alfonso García was 
born in Malaga by 
chance. Her parents, 
originally from northern 

Spain, were both orators, taking 
their recitals from stage to stage. 
They were living in the southern 
Spanish city in the spring of 1770 
when Rita, one of three sisters, 
was born.  

Given her family background it 
comes as no surprise that Rita also 
took to performing, adopting the 
stage name Rita Luna. She made 
her acting debut in 1789, at the age 
of 19, at a provisional theatre in Calle 

del Barco in Madrid. She gained 
popularity appearing in classical 
comedies including works by 
Golden Age dramatist, Calderón de 
la Barca. 

The following year she was 
taken on by the Reales Sitios thea-
tre company and became the sec-
ond lady at the Corral del Príncipe 
theatre, now the Teatro Español. 

She soon emerged as a rival for 
the then first lady of the theatres 
of the court of Carlos IV, María 
del Rosario Fernández ‘La Tirana’, 
a veteran diva who became jeal-
ous of the younger woman. Rita 
Luna eventually took the title 
herself and had her portrait 
painted by Francisco de Goya. 

Due to tension between the 
two women, Rita Luna moved to 
another popular Madrid theatre, 
known as the Coliseo de la Cruz, 

where she stayed for 16 years. 
Rita abandoned her stage ca-

reer in 1806 without explanation, 
although this came after she had 
suffered the rejection of play-
wright Leandro Fernández de 
Moratín who hadn’t been pleased 
with how she played one of his 
characters. Her departure may 
also have been sparked by gossip 
among the actresses of the time 
or by mysterious and inappropri-
ate love affairs, although specu-
lation linked her decision to the 
death of a doctor she was very 
close to. 

She retired to Real Sitio de El 
Pardo and distanced herself from 
her past stage career, devoting 
her time to charitable works. 

During the Peninsular War, fol-
lowing Napoleon’s invasion in 
1808, she moved back to Malaga  
and from there to the spa at Car-
ratraca, where she sought relief 
for her ailments. She moved on to 
Toledo, eventually returning to her 
Madrid home in El Pardo. She died 
of pneumonia in 1932.

18th century stage 
actress Rita Luna is 
born in Malaga

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Actriz Actress 

Teatro Theatre 

Padres Parents 

Escenario Stage 

Comedia Comedy 

Cómico Comedian 

Corte Court 

Dramaturgo Playwright 

Infancia Childhood 

Celoso Jealous 

Dolencias Ailments 

Alivio Relief 

Retrato Portrait 

Nacimiento Birth 

Caridad Charity 

Personaje Character 

Papel Role
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FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

A modern day picture of the Teatro Español in Madrid. :: SUR

E28 APRIL 1770

Rita Luna by Francisco de Goya. 

RACHEL              
HAYNES
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PET CARE

Elephants are reputed to have 
long memories and children’s 
books have many examples. Dogs 
have a reputation of short recall 
and a “live for today” attitude to 
life. I am not convinced of this. 

A few years ago we ran ken-
nels. Two dogs from separate 
homes were placed in adjacent 
pens separated by wire fencing. 
From day one they perpetually 
argued through the fencing so we 
separated them, but they could 
see one another even though they 
were a good distance apart. We 
moved them so they could not 
see one another. The arguments 
reduced but still continued until 
one dog went home. His enemy 
stayed and became calm. 

Over the next few years each 
dog came to the kennels but never 
at the same time so the incident 
was history. However three years 
later one came and the following 
week the other arrived so they 
overlapped by four days. As soon 

as number two arrived by car, even 
before he had seen the other dog, 
the rumpus was started all over 
again and continued afresh. It was 
astonishing. In human terms I do 
not harbour grievances and if I 
have a heated argument with some 
one it is all forgotten if we meet 
even a few months later. That, 
however, is applying human be-
haviour to an animal. It is a mis-
take. What triggered off the sec-
ond aggression? They had not even 
seen one another. Was it scent? 

We had a dog of our own called 
Digger. Driving over a wild coun-
try area I came across a pony 
which had been knocked down 
by a car. I immobilised the pony 
which was attempting to get up 
thereby making his injuries worse 
and left a passing motorist to di-
vert the scant traffic while I went 
to fetch the police and get a local 
vet. When we arrived at the po-
lice station a very short drive away 
I took Digger One into the sta-

tion. On seeing a police officer in 
uniform Digger went berserk and 
became very aggressive. Totally 
out of character. Did the sight of 
a  man in uniform trigger some-
thing in his memory bank? He 
had been our dog for six years. 
Who can tell? 

I went to a store where dogs 
were not permitted with another 
dog, Jake, and tied him to a rail 
outside the shop where I could 
see him, it being too hot to leave 
him in the car. The shop owner 
asked me to move the car a few 
metres as she was expecting a de-
livery of goods. I moved the car 
about three metres but Jake went 
crazy. Did he think I was aban-
doning him as he once may have 
experienced? That must have 
been at least seven years before. 

I believe dogs do have long 
memories, but memories of as-
sociation. It is worth bearing in 
mind if your dog behaves out of 
character.

To what extent do dogs remember events from the past?

A matter of memory

PETER 
HARRISON

FUNDRAISING

Legion members zip 
through the air 

COMARES 
A 17-strong contingent from the Al-
haurín el Grande branch of the Royal 
British Legion went off to Comares 

recently to support fellow member 
Jean on her fundraising zipwire chal-
lenge. She was joined by Chris for 
her sponsored “flight” that raised 
263 euros for the fund. “The fantas-
tic views occupied me so much that 
the whole thing just didn’t last long 
enough,” Jean said.

Aloha College pupils 
run for Cudeca 

MARBELLA 
Primary and secondary children 
from Aloha College, along with  
parents and teachers, recently 
took part in their annual Char-
ity Run to support Cudeca Can-
cer Care Hospice. This year they 
raised a total of 2,300 euros, 
which will go towards Cudeca’s 
work to provide palliative care 

for patients suffering from can-
cer and other terminal illnesses.

Jean and Chris strapped up in Comares. :: SUR

Running for cancer care. :: SUR



 
April 28th to May 4th 2017 

SUR IN ENGLISH
40 LIFESTYLE

FACTS & FACES

Bowlers dress up in red and white 
for special saint’s day competition

Benavista Bowls Club members and guests. :: SUR

ESTEPONA. Benavista Bowls 
Club opened its doors on Sunday 
for a ‘fun day’ celebration to mark 
St George’s Day. Members and 
visitors dressed in red and white 
- and the odd silly hat - for a not-
too-serious ‘trips’ competition. 

Mike Old, Audrey Shakesheff 
and Yvonne Paige were the win-
ners and each received a bottle 
of wine. The bowling was fol-
lowed by an English lunch of 
bangers and mash followed by 
strawberries and cream.

Club delivers donation 
to Taller de la Amistad 

NERJA. Chairman Jim Skinner 
and other members of 41 Club 
Nerja recently visited the new 
extension of the Taller de la Amis-
tad association to donate 500 
euros to help with much-needed 
equipment. The association pro-

vides help and services to around 
200 people with learning disabili-
ties in the Axarquía area. The 41 
Club representatives were greeted 
by a local TV crew who inter-
viewed the staff and one mem-
ber, Ragnar, who explained about 
the association. 41 Club Nerja is 
made up of 45 ex-Round Tablers 
from ten different countries in 
northern Europe.

MALAGA. Members of all sections 
of the 1st Fuengirola Scout Group 
travelled to St George’s Church in 
Malaga on Sunday to mark the feast 
day of the patron saint of England. 
The group joined the Anglican con-

gregations from the Malaga and 
Vélez areas for the special St 
George’s Day service which began 
with a reading from Shakespeare 
and concluded with the hymn Je-
rusalem. 

The Scouts were then given a 
tour of the English Cemetery by 
former British consul Bruce McIn-
tyre, who told the youngsters the 
stories of some of the people who 
were buried there over the years.

Scouts on parade for St George

RBL Bring and Buy 
helps Poppy Appeal 

MOLLINA. It took less than 
two hours for members and 
friends of the Mollina branch 
of the Royal British Legion to 
raise 250 euros for their Poppy 
Appeal at the recent Bring and 
Buy Bonanza. The group also 
recruited two new members 
at the successful event. 

Auctioneer Tony Burns sold 
items ranging from computer 
inks to loaves of Portuguese  
bread and volunteers donated  
bric-a-brac and second-hand  
clothes and books. 

The group’s next event on 
23 May is a “Day at the Races”    
starting at 11am at Parque la 
Vina, Mollina.

Reflections entertain 
Age Care Association 

MIJAS. More than 60 people en-
joyed a concert given by the a cap-
pella quartet Reflections and hosted 

by the Age Care Association last 
week. The International Baptist 
Church in Calahonda was the venue 
for the entertainment that included 
favourite songs such as ‘Under the 
Boardwalk’, ‘Breaking Up is Hard to 
Do’ and ‘Unchained Melody’. 

The Reflections quartet during their performance. :: SUR

Members of the Fuengirola British Scouts in the English Cemetery in Malaga. :: R. H.

41 Club members at the Taller de la Amistad. :: SUR
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LEGAL ADVICE

REF. D.A.N.  
Some years ago I inherited a 
house in Spain together with 
my brothers, and we have 
been using it during holidays, 
but now we hardly use it and 
have decided to sell it. We got 
in contact with a real estate 
agency and sent them all the 
paperwork of the property, 
but now they say that they 
have found out that in the 

Land Registry it appears a 
mortgage in favour of the 
construction company that 
built the houses more than 
40 years ago that no longer 
exists. How can we cancel the 
mortgage, if no one can come 
to state that it is already paid? 
 
In this case, in order to cancel 
the mortgage it is necessary 
to go to Court, as there is a 
special proceeding for this 
kind of case. At the end of the 
proceeding, the judge will is-
sue a resolution that you can 
take to the Land Registry in 
order to cancel the notes re-
lated to the mortgage that en-
cumbers the property. 
 
REF. R.O.B.  
Two months ago I sold my 
property in Spain, and now I 
am having problems with the 
buyer. The point is that around 
one year ago, the community 
of owners agreed to make 
some alterations for which it 
was necessary to pay an addi-

tional fee, as the community 
of owners did not have enough 
funds to carry out the works. 
Since it was approved, I was 
paying promptly each month, 
but obviously when I sold the 
property I cancelled the direct 
debit. Now the buyer says that 
he is going to claim what he is 
paying because in the title 
deed I stated that I sold the 
property free of charges. 
Should I worry for what he is 
saying? 
 
Not at all. If the buyer con-
sults a lawyer, they will 
probably tell him that he is 
not entitled to claim as long 
as you were up to date with 
the payment of the commu-
nity fees when the purchase 
took place, so it is unlikely 
that he will sue you for this 
reason. The buyer is the one 
who has to pay the commu-
nity fees, whether they are 
extraordinary or not, from 
the date in which he bought 
the property.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

THE NIGHT SKY

We have now sent space probes to 
every planet in the Solar System to 
study them up close. Unfortunately, 
the search for life has yielded noth-
ing: Mercury and Venus are too hot; 
Mars was always a good bet but is 
not looking quite so good anymore; 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Nep-
tune are made mostly of gas. 

Lately the interest has turned 
away from the planets and on to the 
many moons in the solar system. 
Currently there are 181 moons 
known to orbit the various planets. 
Mercury and Venus are the only 
planets not to have a moon of their 
own. Mars has two, Jupiter and Sat-
urn have over 60 each and it is two 
of these moons that have raised a 
great deal of interest. 

It is known that Europa, one of 
Jupiter’s four largest moons, is cov-
ered in a blanket of ice many miles 
thick but a NASA probe called Gali-
leo, launched in 1989, discovered 
cracks similar to those that appear 
in the ice packs around the North 
Pole. This led scientists to believe 
that there is a liquid ocean beneath 
the ice that is being kept from freez-

ing due to thermal vents. 
Thermal vents exist under the 

Earth’s oceans and, even in the most 
inhospitable conditions around these 
vents, a whole eco-system thrives. 
Perhaps the same happens around 
the thermal vents on Europa? 

Last week, scientists were exam-
ining images taken by the Cassini 
probe which has been orbiting Sat-
urn since 2004. In October 2015, 
the Cassini probe flew very close to 
a  moon called Enceladus and found 
that like Europa, it too was covered 
in thick ice. The interesting thing 
is that Enceladus sends plumes of 
water high above the surface. It has 
been proposed that a probe be 
launched in December 2021 that 
will fly through one of these plumes 
and collect samples. Even the most 
basic living organisms-if there are 
any- should be inside the plumes. 

This really could be the break-
through that scientists have been 
waiting for. It really isn’t feasible to 
think that with the billions and bil-
lions of stars and planets through-
out the universe that Earth is the 
only planet where life exists.

Searching for life

KEN CAMPBELL
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The project, inspired by a 
successful British 
initiative, aims to cut 
down on childhood 
inactivity and obesity 

BENALMÁDENA. Elaine Wyllie, 
a now retired teacher at a school in 
Stirling (Scotland), warned in 2012 
that the children were in worse 
shape than in previous years. One 
morning, she made her students 
run a lap of a nearby school. She 
found that the majority couldn’t 
complete it, but after repeating the 
exercise every day, they were all 
able to do four laps of the park, a 
distance of around a mile (1.6 kilo-
metres). That was how The Daily 
Mile project was born. 

Now, hundreds of schools across 
the UK have adopted the idea over 
the last few years and 
Benalmádena has been chosen for 
the first steps towards introduc-
ing the scheme to Andalucía. To 
begin with it has been launched 
in three public-funded schools: La 
Paloma, El Tomillar and Jacaranda. 

The more than 1,600 students 
run around a kilometre and a half 
each day around the playground, 

without this disrupting their 
school timetables or the need for 
special clothing. 

The initiative, organised by the 
town hall in collaboration with the 
Junta de Andalucía and the Costa 
del Sol health district, has been set 
up as a pilot scheme with the hope 
that it will be implemented in 
other schools around the region in 

the coming months. 
The lap can be done either as a 

race or walking. The principal ob-
jective is to cut down on childhood 
inactivity and obesity, with fig-
ures from the regional Ministry of 
Health showing that 45 per cent 
of schoolchildren are overweight. 

Mayor, Víctor Navas, and pro-
vincial heads of Education, Patri-

cia Alba, and Health, Ana Isabel 
González, visited El Tomillar school 
in Arroyo de la Miel last week, 
where the project is already up and 
running. 

This is not the only project 
aimed at tackling obesity in 
Benalmádena, though. For several 
months, health centres have been 
able to refer patients to the town’s 

Sports Trust, where trainers de-
vise specialised exercise and die-
tary plans based on the doctor’s 
recommendation and their own 
check-up.  

Higher achievement 
Headteacher at El Tomillar school, 
Antonio Gallardo, believes that the 
new project has improved students’ 
“physical health as well as their 
social and emotional wellbeing”. 
He believes it has also contributed 
“in a positive way” to their aca-
demic achievement. 

For its part, the regional govern-
ment has recognised that 
Benalmádena “is one of the pio-
neering municipalities” of the Lo-
cal Network for Action in Health 
(Relas) in Andalucía, citing other 
initiatives such as the ‘Caminando 
por un reto’ challenge. This brought 
together more than 2,000 people 
last year, of whom the majority 
were schoolchildren, to chalk up 
the distance between Benalmádena 
and New York among them all. 

At present, the World Health 
Organisation estimates that 85 per 
cent of those aged five to 17 don’t 
do the recommended hour of 
physical activity a day - but 
Benalmádena town hall is hoping 
to change that.

Benalmádena town hall trials ‘Daily 
Mile’ initiative in the town’s schools

The initiative encourages a daily run or walk of around fifteen minutes. :: A. GÓMEZ

ALBERTO  
GÓMEZ

 Twitter: @Agalmendres

Almost 1,600 children run 
or walk more than a 
kilometre a day without 
changing their timetable

The regional government 
is looking at rolling out the 
project across schools all 
over Andalucía
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Chinese researchers have 
warned that a lack of sleep 
increases the danger of 
cerebrovascular accidents 

:: EUROPA PRESS 

Researchers at the Medical Univer-
sity in Shenyang, China, have discov-
ered that people with insomnia could 
be at greater risk of a heart attack and 
stroke, according to a survey which 
has been published in the European 
Journal of Preventive Cardiology. 

Sleep is “essential for biological re-
covery” and human beings spend one 
third of their lives asleep, says Dr Qiao 
He, but more and more people these 
days complain about not getting 
enough sleep. In fact, according to 
some statistics, as many as one third 
of the German population has suf-
fered from insomnia at some time. 

Although previous research has 
shown that a lack of sleep can have 
negative effects on health, until 
now attempts to find a relationship 
between insomnia and heart prob-
lems or stroke have not been very 
consistent.  

This latest analysis looked at the 
link between symptoms of insom-
nia and the incidence of death from 
cardiovascular illness (acute myocar-
dial infarction, coronary disease and 

heart failure), cerebrovascular acci-
dents or a combination of both.  

The symptoms of insomnia are dif-
ficulty in getting to sleep, staying 
asleep all night, waking up early or 
sleep which is not refreshing. In to-
tal, the researchers analysed 15 stud-
ies in which 160,867 people took part. 
During the different stages of moni-
toring, which lasted between three 
and 29.6 years, 11,702 adverse events 
were registered.  

A significant link was noted be-
tween difficulty in getting to sleep, 
staying asleep or non-refreshing sleep 
and the risk of cardiac illness and cere-
brovascular accident, but there ap-
peared to be no link between waking 
up early and a greater risk of adverse 
events.  

“We found that difficulty in get-
ting to sleep, staying asleep or not 
feeling refreshed after sleeping is as-
sociated with a 27.11 per cent and 18 
per cent higher risk of heart attack 
or stroke respectively,” explain the 
researchers.  

They admit that more research is 
needed in order to completely un-
derstand the underlying mechanisms 
which explain this risk, although 
previous studies suggest that insom-
nia can change the metabolism and 
endocrine function, increase the ac-
tivation of the sympathetic nervous 
system, raise blood pressure and lev-
els of inflammatory and proinflam-
matory cytokines, which are also 
cardiovascular and cerebrovascular 
risk factors.

Insomnia may be linked to higher 
risk of heart attack or stroke

 :: S. R.
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The research, which is 
taking place in Marbella, 
Torremolinos and 
Benalmádena, will help 
the authorities to design 
a plan to improve carers’ 
quality of life 

MARBELLA. The World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) defines quality of 
life as “the individual’s perception 
of their position in life in the con-
text of the culture and value systems 
in which they live and in relation to 
their goals”. How, then, is quality of 

life affected when someone beco-
mes a carer to a family member who 
has cancer?  

“There has been very little inter-
national research into the quality of 
life, satisfaction and stress levels of 
non-professional carers (in other 
words, family members) who are loo-
king after cancer patients in the pa-
lliative phase,” says José Castilla, the 
nurse who deals with cases of this 
type at the health centre in Arroyo 
de la Miel.  

He is now carrying out pioneering 
research with the help of doctors at 
some of the health centres on the 
Costa del Sol, which aims to moni-
tor the effects on these carers when 
their relative’s condition worsens. 
The results will help the Andalusian 
Health Service to design new strate-
gies which can be put into practice 
to improve the quality of life of peop-
le who look after very sick family 
members.  

The project, which also involves 

professionals from the Costa del Sol 
health authority and the collabora-
tion of Cudeca and the Spanish Asso-
ciation Against Cancer (AECC), is be-
ing carried out via the health centres 
in Arroyo de la Miel, Torrequebrada 

and Benalmádena; Carihuela and San 
Miguel, in Torremolinos; and Lega-
nitos and Las Albarizas, in Marbella. 

The study focuses on analysing 
and evaluating the changes which 
have occurred in the quality of life 

of 180 people through questionnai-
res and the carer’s own medical his-
tory every time they go to their 
health centre. 

“The idea came from one of the 
many training courses I have done. 

Health centres study 
how people who look 
after relatives with 
cancer are affected by 
the situation 

José Castilla attends to a patient at Las Albarizas. :: JOSELE-LANZA

MÓNICA 
PÉREZ

 mperezg@diariosur.es 
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My nursing coordinator at the time, 
Eugenio Contreras, suggested that I 
should take this idea forward and I 
thought it would be a good way of 
putting the theory into practice. 
That’s how it all began, and we have 
been preparing for this for four years 
now,” explains José, who says the 
project has received support from 
the regional government’s Progreso 
y Salud foundation, which has “hel-
ped us develop the research project”, 
individual doctors and health experts 
at Malaga University. The research 
team comprises 16 people, who mo-
nitor each of the carers who have vo-
lunteered to take part in the project.  

Procedure 

It is this direct patient-researcher 
contact which will determine the 
effects of caring for a patient from 
the time the period of palliative 
care begins.  

The carer’s quality of life and 
stress levels will be evaluated at 
the start, then one month later, 
and then after three months and 
six months. At the same time, the 
number of times the carers use the 
health services themselves will be 
noted, and they will be asked how 
satisfied they are with the servi-
ces they receive.  

Another variable to be taken into 
account in the analysis is the so-
cio-demographic profile of the 
people who are participating in the 
research project.  

When the researchers have all 
the data collected during a six-month 
period, they can look at the effects 
that changes in the patients’ condi-
tion have on the carers’ quality of 
life. This will enable them to design 
a plan of action which is adapted to 
the specific needs of these carers, 
to improve their wellbeing. 

“The hypothesis from which we 
are starting is that the carers’ stress 
levels are going to increase as the 
cancer patients’ condition worsens, 
and that means that their quality 
of life will decrease. We also belie-
ve they will need more health care 
themselves, as a result of this,” ex-
plains José Castilla.  

One of the first changes in qua-
lity of life originates from the psy-
chological impact of the situation, 
which can in turn manifest itself 
in physical health problems. 

The first phase of the research 
has focused so far on designing 
computer tools which will be used 
for the data collection, but within 
15 months the first results should 
be available. It is hoped that this 
study will shed light on a new as-
pect of health care and will have 
important national and interna-
tional repercussions.

A multidisciplinary 
team with a 
vocation for 
research  

The group which is carrying 
out the research includes pro-
fessionals in nursing, family 
and community medicine, so-
cial work, biostatistics and pu-
blic health.  

Some members of the team 

have experience in research 
methodology, research projects 
into home health care and ca-
rers, geriatrics, palliative care 
and data analysis. 

José Castilla, is leading the 
project, and also involved are 
Eugenio Contreras (an expert 
in health management), Dr 
Alonso Montiel (family nur-
sing), Dr Julia Warnberg (pu-
blic health and community 
nursing), Dr Francisco Javier 
Barón López (public health 
statistics), María Jesús de la 

Ossa (palliative nursing), Mi-
guel Hijano (family nursing), 
María Antonia Nava (nursing 
administrator), Dr Alicia Ortiz 
(GP), José Luis Domínguez (pa-
lliative nursing), María del 
Carmen Martín (nursing admi-
nistrator), Herminia Domech 
(family nursing), María Jesús 
Sánchez (social worker), Dr 
Luciana Jiménez (family and 
community medicine), Isabel 
Pacheco (nursing administra-
tor), and María Teresa García 
(nursing administrator).

:: EFE 

The brains of teenagers who suf-
fer from anorexia do not change 
even after treatment, according 
to experts on eating disorders. This 
increases the risk of a relapse and 
also shows “subtle but important” 
differences in comparison with 
the brains of people who have 
never had to fight this illness.  

This was the message given re-
cently by Dr Marina Díaz Marsá, 
head of the eating disorder unit 
(TAC) at the San Carlos hospital 
in Madrid and president of the 
Psychiatry Society of Madrid, who 
reiterated that anorexia contin-
ues to be a health problem which 
“ruins” the lives of patients and 
their families.  

In a statement, the doctor said 
that “the suspicions we have had 
about the neurobiological impact 
of anorexia have been supported 
by continuous studies,” the lat-
est of which examined 21 adoles-
cents before and after treatment 
and was published in the Ameri-
can Journal of Psychiatry.  

That piece of research found 
that the brains of these patients 
still focused on the idea of re-
warding starvation and the wish 
to be thinner, in comparison with 

21 participants who were not suf-
fering from the eating disorder.  

Science has still not been able 
to ascertain whether “these neu-
robiological differences are pre-
sent before someone develops 
the illness, or whether they are 
physical predictors of it or 
whether they are the ‘scars’ 
which are left by a prolonged lack 
of food,” explained Dr Diaz Marsá, 
who is also the programme direc-
tor for the personality and behav-
iour unit at the Ruber Juan Bravo 
hospital.

The brains of teenagers do 
not change after anorexia 
treatment, experts say

 :: SUR
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:: LINDA ONTIVEROS 

There are 3.14 million runners in 
Spain; most of them run in urban 
areas and 93 per cent do not prepare 
properly, according to a study called 
‘Perception and habits of Spanish 
runners’ which was carried out by 
CinfaSalud, with the backing of the 
Spanish Sports Medicine Society 
(SEMED).  

When people do not follow the 
recommended guidelines for safe 
running, they can suffer problems 
such as muscular injury or severe 
headaches. That was the case with 
61 per cent of runners in the past 
year: 38 per cent suffered a muscu-
lar injury, 23.1 per cent developed 
severe headaches and one in ten suf-
fered fractures or sprains (11.9 per 
cent), dizziness or fainting (9.8 per 
cent) or palpitations (8.9 per cent). 

The most common mistakes 

The study involved questioning 
nearly 2,400 men and women be-

tween the ages of 20 and 60. It 
showed that the lack of preparation 
by Spanish runners (mostly men) 
included not following an eating 
plan (86 per cent), not training regu-
larly (77 per cent), not taking an ex-
ercise stress test (75 per cent), or 
not warming up or cooling down 
before or after running (51.5 per 
cent), despite running over three 
hours a week on average.  

“To enjoy the benefits of running 
and to prevent risks, it is crucial to 
adopt preventive measures such as 
medical checkups and stress tests, 
and warming up and stretching be-
fore and after exercise,” says Edu-
ardo González Zorzano, an expert 
from Cinfa’s Medical Department. 
“It is important to take professional 
advice when you are making plans 
for training, and following a diet 
which is adapted to your needs. Al-
though the demands of recreational 
physical activity are not as high as 
for professionals, they can still be 

pretty intensive.” 
More than half of running enthu-

siasts run three or more times a 
week and they compete in an aver-
age of five races a year. It is relevant 
to note that many who take part in 
marathons do not take the correct 
precautions: four out of ten have 
never taken an exercise stress test, 
and neither have 70 per cent of those 
with a cardiovascular condition. 

Among women, who represent 
37 per cent of runners, there are 
fewer injuries. Only four out of ten 
women who run (43.5 per cent) 

have suffered an injury.  
“That doesn’t mean that they 

are more physically capable than 
men in this sport, just that in gen-
eral they prepare more,” explains 
Eduardo González Zorzano. “For 
example, according to the study, 
two out of every ten women ques-
tioned (18.8 per cent) follow a diet 
which is adapted to their sporting 
needs, but only one in ten (nine 
per cent) of men do. And 27.1 per 
cent of the women use adapted 
training or have a personal trainer, 
which is much higher than the 
men (19 per cent).” 

Only one in ten runners consult 
a specialist doctor, and they don’t 
even seek help when a problem oc-
curs: nearly half of all runners (48.1 
per cent) who had suffered some-
thing like dizziness or headache, 
said they did not go to the doctor, 
and one in five (21.1 per cent) did 
nothing about it. Some (42.8 per 
cent) did look for information on 

the internet or asked friends or rela-
tives for advice (36.8 per cent). 

In any case, the benefits of run-
ning are considered to outweigh the 
risks: 33.8 per cent say running re-
duces their stress, 26.5 per cent say 

A lack of proper preparation before practising this sport can result in muscular 
pain, fainting, fractures or palpitations. About 61 per cent of the more than three 
million runners in Spain have suffered an injury in the past year 

More than 90 per cent of 
runners are at risk of injury

Only one in ten runners 
consults a specialist 
doctor, and they don’t 
even seek help when a 
problem occurs
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it improves their mood and 24.2 per 
cent feel that it boosts their self-es-
teem. Also, two out of every three 
runners questioned (66.3 per cent) 
believe that running benefits their 
family life or their relationship with 

their partner. In fact, half (47.2 per 
cent) like to run in company, and 
23.1 per cent like to do so with their 
partner. This percentage rises to 30.3 
per cent for women, and drops to 
15.9 per cent in the case of men.

1  Use your head.  Practise sport 
sensibly and don’t lose sight 

of your motivation - whatever it 
is. Set realistic targets, and fulfil 
them gradually.  

2  Before starting, check 
your state of health.  Before 

you start running, ask a special-
ist for exercise stress tests to 
find out how fit you are. Don’t 
wait until you are injured or are 
showing signs of illness to go to 
the doctor.   

3  Sleep.  The amount of sleep 
and rest we get should be be-

tween seven and nine hours a day. 

4  Always warm up and 
stretch.  Both are essential to 

reduce injury risk. Warming up 
increases your body temperature 
and prepares you for the exercise, 
while stretching afterwards is im-
portant to relieve the tension in 
the muscles and tendons. 

5  Respect rest days.  Rest is 
one of the key points in the 

so-called invisible training. It is 
essential to improve physical per-
formance and prevent injuries. 

6  Hydrate your body  before, 
during and after exercise as 

we lose a large amount of water 
and electrolytes through perspira-
tion. If you do not replace lost liq-

TEN GUIDELINES TO CUT OUT RISK TO YOUR HEALTH WHEN EXERCISING

Among women,  
who represent 37  

per cent of runners,  
there are fewer  

injuries. :: REUTERS

uid, your physical performance 
will be affected and there is 
greater risk of injury. 

7  Follow a diet which is high 
in carbohydrates.  These are 

present in pasta, bread, flours 
and cereals. This way, you will be 
able to keep your glycogen depos-
its as full as possible. 

8  Nutritional supplements 
are your allies.  To avoid de-

hydration, prepare your body for 
the race and help your muscles to 
recover after so much effort, nu-
tritional supplements can be a 
great help. 

9  Pamper your feet.  Wash 
and dry them properly 

every day, moisturise them at 

least twice a week and cut the 
nails properly.  

10  Choose shoes suitable 
for you and your way of 

running and walking.   Make 
sure the cushioning of the shoes 
you are going to use for this sport 
is suitable for your weight and 
that their ergonomics are 
adapted to your way of walking 
and running, among other as-
pects to bear in mind.
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This weekend and 
during May there are 
many gastronomic 
events going on 
around the province 
of Malaga  

:: JAVIER AMELLONES 

MALAGA. The months of April 
and May are the busiest months 
of the year for gastronomic festi-
vals in the province of Malaga.  

Malaga city itself is celebrating 
the Málaga Gastronomy Festival 
until 7 May with cookery films, 
very special dining experiences 
with top chefs, show cooking, a 
wine master class, cookery pho-
tography workshop and concerts. 
More information is on the web 
site www.malagastronomyfesti-
val.com 

Periana celebrated the Día del 
Aceite Verdial last week with tast-
ings of the local extra virgin olive 
oil and La Cañete La Real held a 
day to sample the locally-reared 
turkey. This weekend even more 
foodie events are scheduled.  

Canillas de Aceituno 
Canillas de Aceituno is famous for 
its ‘morcilla canillera’ or black pud-
ding and this Sunday, 30 April, is 
the day every year when homage 
is paid to this sausage with Día de 
la Morcilla. 

Around 300 kilos of the grilled 
sausage, made with pig’s blood and 
onions, will be given out to visi-
tors and residents to sample, along 

with a glass of beer or local wine. 
The gastronomical event starts at 
around noon in the Plaza de la 
Constitución. 

Frigiliana 
The events of the Día de la Miel de 
Caña in Frigiliana this Sunday 30 
April start at 10am and finish at 
around 3.30pm. ‘Miel de Caña’ (si-
milar to black treacle) has been pro-

duced in this picturesque village 
for centuries and besides being able 
to try it used in various recipes in 
bars and restaurants of the locality, 
there will also be an opportunity 
to take a guided tour of the factory.  

Villanueva de la Concepción 
Also on Sunday, Villanueva de la 
Concepción will be holding its an-
nual Día de la Haba, broad bean 
day, where, at about 2pm, they will 
be offering visitors a small dish of 
‘porra’ (a thick cold soup, like a pu-
rée) made with broad beans and 
tastings of other dishes made with 
the vegetable.  

The event is not only re-
stricted to the bean, it will also 
be an opportunity to buy other 
traditional products and crafts 
from the area. 

Monda 
The town of Monda celebrates a 
very traditional gastronomical 
event this Sunday, 30 April, El Día 
de Sopa Mondeña. Sopa Mondeña 
(Monda soup) is made with a very 
special ingredient, the ‘tomate de 
culo’ a variety of tomato that is 
dried and put in the soup to add a 

Malaga province showcases local 
gastronomy in a flurry of foodie events

Morcilla sausages. :: SUR

Día de la Miel de Caña. :: SUR

Broad beans. :: SUR

The Sopa Mondeña has a distinctive flavour. :: SUR
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distinctive flavour.  
During the day, local families 

will be making their own version 
of the soup while the town hall 
will be making an enormous quan-
tity to be shared out between the 
residents and visitors to the event. 

Sayalonga 
On 7 May is Día del Níspero in Say-
alonga. A níspero is a type of med-
lar or loquat. It is traditionally used  
to make jams and liqueurs but is 
equally as nice eaten fresh. Saya-
longa is one of the few places in 
Andalucía where the loquat is 
grown  commercially. It is cele-
brated with tastings washed down 
with local wine, live music and 
dancing. 

Sierra de Yeguas 
Asparagus day in Sierra de Yeguas 
has become hugely popular and 
draws thousands of asparagus en-
thusiasts to the town. This year, 
the Feria del Espárrago y de la Ag-
ricultura Ecológica (Asparagus and 
ecological agriculture day), will be 
held on Sunday. There will be 
plenty of opportunities to taste 
and buy the locally-grown aspara-
gus and other ecologically-grown 
produce.  

Benalmádena 
Seafood lovers should not miss this 
gastronomic opportunity at the 
marina in Benalmádena. The Feria 
del Marisco is on at the moment 
and will continue until Monday. 

Around 500 square metres of 

marquees will house the event at 
which around seven tonnes of sea-
food and 5,000 litres of beer will 
be consumed over the four days.  

Prices are kept low as in previous 
years so that everyone can try the 
products on offer which include 
mussels, razor shells, prawns and 
clams. Octopus and a range of sea-
food rice dishes are also available.  

Ríogordo 
Snails cooked in their own juices 
are a speciality of the town of Ri-
ogordo and on 28 May the local 
dish is celebrated with a gastro-
nomical festival in its honour.  

Coín 
The orange is an extremely versa-
tile fruit, used in both sweet and 
savoury dishes. Coín has extensive 
orange groves and every May (this 
year on the 21st) holds the Fiesta 
de la Naranja. At the event there 
will be examples to taste of the 
various traditional dishes made 
with oranges as well as freshly 
squeezed orange juice.  

Guaro 
‘El galipuche’ is a local dish found 
only in Guaro. It is a thin soup, 
thickened with flour, containing 
very basic ingredients such as wild 
asparagus and potato. It is hon-
oured at the annual Festival de Gas-
tronomia which is held on 1 May 
this year. Other local dishes to try 
are the ‘conejo con almendra’ (rab-
bit with almonds) and ‘caldereta 
del chivo’ (goat stew).

M
ost readers will have 
heard about the peñas 
gastronómicas (eat-
ing clubs) of the 

Basque country, veritable institu-
tions dating back half a century or 
more.  

These temples of local gastron-
omy are a feature of the region, 
and the all-male membership 
usually gets together weekly for a 
meal prepared by one or more of 
the group. It is not a condition of 
membership that you have to be 
able to cook, but if you volunteer, 
then you have do everything, in-
cluding buying the ingredients in 
the market.  

Most clubs have long waiting 
lists for membership. 

The last time I was invited to 
one such club in Bilbao, we were 
30+ for a lunch consisting of ‘ba-
calao al pil’ and ‘chuletón de 
buey’.  

The cost of the food and wine is 
always divided equally, and the 

annual membership fee covers 
rental and utilities. 

The last thing I expected was to 
be invited to a peña gastronómica 
in Marbella. There are many 
Basques living on the Coast, and 
other food enthusiasts from San 
Sebastián, Bilbao, Burgos, Pam-
plona, even Cantabria, tend to 
hang out together. This was the 
sort of mix we had at lunch the 
other day. The locals could be 
counted on the fingers of one 
hand, and the guiris on one finger. 
It could have been in the Basque 
country.  

Roberto, long-time Coast resi-
dent from Burgos, taught himself 
to cook when he retired, and as 
chef for the day prepared a deli-
cious stew of ‘callos a la andaluza’ 
(Andalusian-style tripe), followed 
by ‘merluza en salsa verde’ (fresh 
hake in green sauce).  

He had been up since seven to 
get the best from the Marbella 
market, and he finally managed 
to take a rest at around three, 
when we all sat down at a long ta-
ble groaning under the weight of 
food and bottles of wine.  

An all-male group, as tradition 
demands, with weekly get-to-
gethers, there was no shortage of 
volunteers to lend a hand with 
the waiting at table and the wash-
ing up. If you told people there is 
a Basque-style eating club in Mar-
bella, most would be hard put to 
give it credit.

A. J. LINN 

COOKING IN 
(BASQUE) 

STYLE

The Feria del Marisco. :: SUR

El Galipuche. :: SUR

Asparagus in Sierra de Yeguas. :: SUR
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The catering college was 
created to help with the 
demand for trained 
catering staff during the 
tourist boom of the 60s  

:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA. The Bellamar cater-
ing college was founded in the 60s, 
during the tourist boom, to answer 
a need for properly trained kitchen 
staff to tend to the hordes of visi-
tors that were already descending 

on the Costa del Sol.  
The hotel businesses in the city 

organised two institutions, the Sin-
dicato de Hostelería and the 
Cofradía Santa Marta. They had de-
tected the need to channel many 
of the youngsters from the Serranía 
de Ronda area, who were unable to 
find jobs in agriculture, into cater-
ing. The first stumbling block of 
these entrepreneurs was to over-
come the fears and prejudices of the 
families who were also unable to 
provide the wherewithal needed 
to send their children to work in 

the town.  
The answer was “to create an in-

stitution that not only profession-
ally trains, but also welcomes, pro-
tects and takes responsibility for 
the present and future of these 
young people. A reliable institu-
tion, protected by the State and fi-
nanced with public funds,” ex-
plained Antonio Flores, director of 
the Bellamar catering college be-
tween 1989 and 2014.  

The entrepreneurs presented the 
Ministry of Labour with an unprece-
dented project in Spain: a training 
centre with a hotel open to the pub-
lic so that the students could prac-
tise. The idea convinced the gov-
ernment to form the then Pro-
gramme of Professional Promotion 

of Workers (PPO), which opened 
the centre in the spring of 1967 by 
renting the small San Nicolás ho-
tel with 50 rooms in Marbella. 

Success came quickly and some-
what unexpectedly. The students 
were supervised by the teaching 
staff 365 days a year for 24 hours a 
day, which meant that they were 
also holding classes during the 
night.  

After several years, and although 
the problem of unemployment had 
been considerably reduced in the 
region, the tourist pull demanded 
more and more professionals. New 
applicants began arriving from all 
over Spain. 

The San Nicolás Hotel soon be-
came too small so bigger premises 

were needed. In 1969 the college 
moved to the Hotel Bellamar. The 
hotel on Calle Pintor Pacheco had 
70 rooms and an annex was added 
for use as a classroom and student 
residence with a capacity for 150 
people. It is this annex that remains 
today as the hotel was closed in 
1986 for a renovation that was never 
carried out.  

Over the fifty years a total of 
around 35,000 professionals have 
been trained at the Bellamar cater-
ing college. The current director, 
Carmen Sánchez, recalls that among 
the alumni list, of which about 500 
are foreigners, there are some well 
known people such as top chefs Di-
ego del Río and Álvaro Árbeloa, co-
owner of Ta-Kumi Restaurant.

The Bellamar catering college in Marbella has trained around 35,000 professionals during its fifty years

Half a century teaching catering at Bellamar

Students at the Bellamar catering school. :: JOSELE-LANZA
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EXHIBITIONS 

Pedro Rodríguez 
Marbella. Permanent exhibition, 
Kempinski Hotel Bahía.  
Pedro Rodríguez ‘Pedrín’, a Malaga 
sculptor, has an exhibition of his 
works in the Galería de Arte de Pe-
drín in the Kempinski. One of his 
works ‘Olly’, a magnificent bull, 
can be found in the entrance to the 
hotel. 

Biennial Contemporary Art 
 Marbella. Cultural Centre 
Kunsthaus Berlin, Poligono Nueva 
Campana local 2 Nueva Andalucía . 
In collaboration with the Fred Frie-
drich Foundation, Marbella Town-
Hall and the Mexican Ambassador 
in Spain, Don Raphael de la Ma-
drid. Fifteen local and international 
artists are exhibiting their work. 
info@redaktionkhbm.de. 

Galería Seshat 
 Estepona. Polígono Industrial.  
An art gallery has opened in an un-
usual position, in the industrial es-
tate in Estepona. The exhibition  
includes works by Goyo Domín-
guez, Isidoro Lázaro, Sergi Marñi-
nes, Chico Montilla and Paco Me-
léndez. 

Mercedes López Charro 
 Marbella. From 5-31 May. Kasser 
Rassu Art Gallery, Blvd Principe Al-
fonso de Hohenloe. 
Mercedes works as a freelance illus-
trator drawing a wide range of life-
style, fashion and food illustra-

tions, using techniques such as wa-
tercolour and artist marker pens. 
www.mercedeslopezcharro.com 

Magpie International Gallery.  
Marbella. Until 18 May. C/Virgen 
del Pilar. 200m from port.  
An exhibition ofphotographic art  
by British artist Ginny Aston enti-
tled ‘Reflections on Reflections’. 

El Campanario  
Estepona. Until 15 June, El Cam-
panario Golf and Country House. 
An joint exhibition by Sandra 
Winkelmann and Dana Nowak. 

Ludovic Cesari 
 San Pedro. Until 20 June. Bhubo 
Decoración. 
French born artist/photographer 
Ludovic Cesari is displaying a selec-
tion of his work. 

New Longman’s  
Estepona. Until 4 May, Plaza de 
Manilva, 6.  

An exhibition of paintings by Ste-
ven Timmermans.  

Bullfighting exhibition 
 Malaga. Permanent exhibition. 
Centro de Arte de la Tauromaquia, 
in the old Patronato de Turismo 
building, Plaza del Siglo.  
300 pieces by artists such as 
Picasso, Dalí, Goya, Beniliure and 
Zuloaga, will be on display. They 
include sculpture, paintings, post-
ers, clothing and other items con-
nected to the world of bullfighting. 

The Russian museum 
 Malaga. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 
Sor Teresa Prat.  The Russian mu-
seum’s seasonal exhibition until 16 
July is called ‘Kandinsky y Rusia’ 
and comprises 78 pieces by well 
known Russian artists such as 
Kandinsky. The annual exhibition 
is entitled ‘La Dinastía Románov’ 
and includes many portraits of Rus-
sian royalty  before the Tsar and his 
family were assassinated in 1918. 

Picasso’s birth place 
 Malaga. Until 11 June, Sala de Expo-
siciones, Casa Natal de Picasso. 
Picasso’s birth place houses two ex-
hibitions, both running until June. 
The first, entitled ‘Arte Recuperado 
(1916-1957) contains a selection of 
works by several Spanish artists on 
loan from Museo Nacional Centro 
de Arte Reina Sofia. The second, 
‘Junto al aura de Picasso’, consists 
of works that harmonise with 
Picasso’s style and execution such 
as Tàpies, Julio González and 
Miró. >

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

TORRE DEL MAR. An exhibi-
tion entitled ‘Frida Kahlo en 
Torre del Mar’ has been created 
by local artist Miquel Segovia 
Aparicio. 

Since the 70s, Miguel has been 
expressing his artistic talent 
through poems and writings, 
many of which are influenced by the life of Frida Kahlo.

When. Until 30 April  

Where. Salón Exposiciones 
Cipriano Maldonado, C/Abuelo 
Manuel Azuaga. Torre del Mar

DETAILS

Miquel with the mayor of Vélez-Málaga, David Vilches. :: SUR

Visual poems of 
Frida Kahlo

Ludovic Cesari, San Pedro.
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EXHIBITIONS 

Ruiz de Luna 
 Malaga. Museo Municipal del Patri-
monio (MUPAM), Paseo de Reding. 
An exhibition dedicated to the 
Ruiz de Luna ceramic dynasty. 
Around 300 pieces are on display 
including ceramics , drawings, wa-
tercolours and sculptures. 

‘Neighbours III’ 
 Malaga. Permanent collection. 
Centro de Arte Contemporáneo, 
Calle Alemania.  
Art works by local Malaga artists 
are on display in ‘Neighbours III’. 
Many different techniques and 
subjects are included. 

Museum Jorge Rando 
Malaga. Cruz del Molinillo, 12. 
The works of contemporary art-
ist Jorge Rando are on perma-

nent display. The museum also 
holds poetry and musical 
events. 

Ernst Kraft 
Malaga. Botanical gardens ‘La 
Concepción’.  
The sculpture ‘The Tree of Life’ by 
Ernst Kraft will be on permanent 
display in the gardens on the lawns 
next to the pond. The minimalist 
structure of iron rods is five metres 
tall and is based on the pre-phara-
onic pictogram representing the 
union of heaven and the under-
world. 

Jia Aili 
Malaga. Until 18 June, Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 
Jia Aili is an emerging Chinese art-
ist whose works reflect the dra-
matic changes in Chinese society 
since the year 2000. 

>

MALAGA. May is going to be a 
very busy month for the Malaga 
Philharmonic Orchestra (OFM) 
with plenty of concerts planned 
as part of their chamber, seasonal 
and traditional programmes.  

The first concert of the month 
is on 2 May, featuring a string 
quartet with oboe and includes 
music by Franz Krommer, Ben-
jamin Britten and Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart.  

On 5 May is a concert for the or-
chestra playing music by Mendels-
sohn, Schumann and Tchaikovsky; 
it is repeated on 6 May in Úbeda. 

This is followed by three spe-
cial concerts in Malaga, Mijas and 
Estepona featuring the ‘Concierto 
de Aranjuez’ by Joaquín Rodrigo 
and ‘La Luna de Alejandra’ by Dan-
iel Casares.  

The month draws to an end 
with a Star Wars / John Williams 
tribute concert on 20 May and two 
seasonal concerts on 25 and 26 
May featuring Symphony nº 5 in 
B flat major by Anton Bruckner.

Malaga Philharmonic 
performances in May

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra. :: SUR

 2 May, 8pm.   Museo Picasso, 
Malaga 

 5 May 8pm.  Museo Picasso, 
Malaga. 

 6 May, 9pm. Auditorium of the 
Hospital de Santiago in Úbeda. 

 12 May, 8.30pm. Auditorium 
Edgar Neville 

 13 May, 7pm. Teatro de Las 
Lagunas, Mijas 

 14 May, 6pm. Auditorium Fe-
lipe VI, Estepona 

 20 May, 8pm. Auditorium 
Palacio de la Paz, Fuengirola 

 25 May, 8pm. Teatro Cervan-
tes, Malaga 

 26 May, 8pm. Teatro Cervan-
tes, Malaga

CONCERT DATES
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Travis Somerville 
Malaga. Until 7 May, Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 
American artist Travis Somerville 
gives voice to the immigrants in 
the US and also stands up for the 
indigenous Indians with powerful 
art works that incorporates disturb-
ing images such as the capes of the 
Klu Klux Klan. 

Fausto Velázquez 
Malaga. Until 31 May, Fundación 
Unicaja, Plaza del Siglo. 
‘Frida Kahlo, La vida como obra de 
arte’ is an exhibition of paintings 
by artist and collector Fausto 
Velázquez. The artist was inspired 
to recreate the photos of Frida and 
her life in a series of paintings. 

Francisco Javier Valverde 
 Malaga. Until 3 June, Galeria Co-
lumna JM, Duquesa de Parcent. 
An exhibition of paintings by Fran-
cisco Javier Valverde entitled ‘Ole-
oramas del Parque del Oeste’. 

Faces in a family album 
 Malaga. Until 30 June, Sala 17, La 
Térmica. 
Photographs taken by film pro-
ducer Isobel Coixet of some of the 
stars in some famous films. 

Car museum  

Malaga. 30 April, Avda Sor Teresa 
Prat  
The VI Reunión Motera Piraña 
Bike with 500 motorbikes on dis-
play. 
Malaga. Until 20 July. Avda Sor 
Teresa Prat  
The museum has an interesting 
exhibition of haute couture as 
well as vintage cars.  

‘Lo Aparencia de lo real’ 
Malaga. Until 10 September. 
Museo Carmen Thyssen, C/Com-
pañia, 10 
Three generations of Spanish art-
ists are represented in this exhibi-
tion which reveals the artists’ at-
tempts to create illusions of reality. 

José Hernández 
 Villanueva del Rosario. Casa de la 
Cultura. 
An exhibition of art work and let-
ters belonging to artist José 
Hernández. The artist gifted 
around 20 works to the town 
shortly before his death in 2013. He 
spent long periods at Molino El Te-
jar while creating his pieces. 

Paula Vincenti, Inside Out 
Antequera. Until 29 May. Centro 
Unicaja de Cultura, C/Cantareros. 
Argentinean artist Paula Vincentí 
exhibits a selection of her works. 

Friends in Focus 
 La Cala de Mijas. Until 1 May, Cen-

tro Cultural de La Cala. 
Photographic club, Friends in Fo-
cus, will be exhibiting some of 
their photos. 

Artistas Eclécticos 
 Mijas Pueblo. Until 19 May. Clínica 
Veterinaria, Avd México 21. 
Works by Sinikka Ahokas-Gröhn, 
Elaine Carlton and Margit 
Björklund.    
www.artistaseclecticos.com 

Torremolinos Chic 
 Torremolinos. Permanent exhibi-
tion, Casa de los Navajas. 
A permanent exhibition of 
photographs taken in the 60s and 
70s entitled Torremolinos Chic. It 
features around20 photographs in 
total. 

Costa del Sol Photographic 
Society exhibition 
BBenalmádena. From 4 until 26 
May, Castillo Bil Bil 
Open Monday 10am-1.30pm. Tues-
Frid 9am-2pm and 4-10pm. 

Art Gallery Costa del Sol 
 Mijas. A permanent exhibition at 
the Club House ‘Cerrado del Águila’.  
Paintings, drawings, sculptures and 
ceramics are on display by artist 
such as Pedro Bueno, Teresa M. 
Martín and José B. Angulo. 

Picasso ceramics 
 Mijas. Permanent exhibition. Cen-

tro de Arte Contemporáneo, Mijas, 
Calle Málaga, 11am - 7pm. 
An exhibition of 44 ceramics cre-
ated by Malaga artist, Pablo Ruiz 
Picasso.  

Exotic Vibrations 
Mijas. Mijas Tourist Office, Mijas 
Pueblo. 
Seven international artists living 
and working on Costa del Sol will 
be displaying original artworks in 
oils, pastels, watercolours, textiles, 
silk paintings and acrylics. Also 
greeting cards and miniature art. 

Happy Artists  
Mijas Costa. Until 1 June, BocArte 
Restaurante, C/Cómpeta. 
An exhibition of art work by 
Astrid Zehetner, a local Norwe-
gian artist . 

Graffiti Extravagance 
 Fuengirola. Until 11 May. Double 
Tree by Hilton, Reserva del 
Higuerón. 
A solo exhibition by internation-
ally known street artist, Victori-
ano. Organised by Artmoves.  

Frontera Líquida 
 Benalmádena. Until 18 June. Cen-
tro Andaluz de la Fotografia. 
A visual record of Andalucía and 
Morocco. 

María Zambrano 
 Vélez-Málaga. Permanent exhibi-
tion. Palacio de Beniel de Vélez-
Málaga. Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm.   
An exploration into the life and 
works of Malaga-born philosopher 

and writer María Zambrano.  
For further information call 
952500244.  

A. Hidalgo 
Nerja. Until 11 May. La casa mu-
nicipal de Arte, C/Almirante Fer-
randiz. 
Bright colourful paintings by A.  
Hidalgo. 

Galería Krabbe 
Frigiliana. Until 13 May. Galería 
Krabbe, C/Rosario La Joaquín.  
An exhbition of collective art work 
entitled Landscapes A4. 

Robert Bell 
Periana. Until 31 May. La Galería, 
Villa Olivia.  
La Galería is having a public open 
day on 5 May, 5-7pm for the exhibi-
tion of photographs by Robert Bell. 
Reservations and for viewings af-
ter that date email: info@la-
galeria.eu or tel: 951139153  >

GIBRALTAR. The Gibraltar Phil-
harmonic Society presents ‘A 
Celebration of Opera’ at the Con-
vent Ballroom on 16 May at 8pm. 
The concert is sponsored and or-
ganised on behalf of the Minis-
try of Culture. 

Following huge successes over 
the past seasons with its opera con-
certs, the society has decided to 
repeat the formula which proved 
so effective with two accomplished 
voices singing popular operatic 
arias accompanied by a pianist. 

Russian soprano Elena Gorshu-
nova has won several international 
awards and tenor Rudy Park (Ji 
Eung Park) won the Wilde Awards 
Best Performance in 2004 for his 
interpretation of Calaf in Turan-
dot among many other awards.  

The two singers, accompanied 
by pianist Cristina Altamura, 
promise a most elegant spring 
concert in Gibraltar. 

The programme includes arias 
by Rossini, Verdi, Donizetti, Le-
oncavallo, Gounod, Puccini and 
Bellini. 

Tickets priced at £20 are avail-
able from Sacarello’s coffee shop 
– restaurant in Irish Town and The 
Silver Shop at 222 Main Street or 
online at www.buytickets.gi 

A limited number of tickets 
at £10 are available to senior citi-
zens and students via the John 
Mackintosh Hall at 308 Main 
Street. 

A celebration of opera

 When.   16 May, 8pm. 

 Where.   Convent Ballroom 

 Contact.   350 200 72134 
www.philharmonic.gi.

INFORMATION

Soprano Elena Gorshunova. :: SUR

Tenor Rudy Park. :: SUR

A. Hidalgo, Nerja.

Car Museum, Malaga.

Museo Carmen Thyssen, Malaga.
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CHARITY 

Bangers & Mash Square Bash 
Torre del Mar. 28 April, from 4pm. 
Kick Off Bar, C/Pasillo Bateria 9.              
Fashion show at 4pm followed by 
Bangers&Mash at 6pm. At 7.30pm 
is a dog racing event ‘pay as you 
bet’. Funds raised are to support the 
Battle Back programme, an MOD 
initiative to support seriously in-
jured service men. In September a 
group of veterans will be coming to 
Spain to participate in golf tourna-
ments at Baviera and Los Moriscos 
courses. 

MUSIC & DANCE  

Cologne Philharmonic 
Chamber orchestra 
 Mijas. 2 May, 8.30pm. Teatro Las 
Lagunas. 20€ (12€ students, 17€ 
pensioners).   

Classical music by composers such 
as Vivaldi, Mozart and Paganini 
among others. Tickets from Es-
tanco Alonso in  calle La Unión 
from two hours before the show. 

El Color de Sonido 
Malaga. 28 April, 7pm. Museo 
Jorge Rando, Cruz del Molinillo 

A concert of flute, viola and harp by 
the Reflets Trío.  
www.museojorgerando.org/expre-
sate.html 

Joven Orquesta Sur de España 
 Almuñécar. 30 April, 9pm. Audito-
rium of the Casa de la Cultura. 
Conducted by Michael Thomas the 
orchestra will be playing Mozart’s 
symphony nº4 and Haydn sym-
phony 104 ‘London’. Tickets from 
Viajes Ecuador and Casa de la Cul-
tura. 

Guitar recital 
Granada. 29 April, 8.30pm.Casti-
llo de La Herradura. 10€  
Mircea Gogoncea will be in  
concert. 

Jazz festival weekend 
Alozaina. 29-30 April, Casa del Rio. 
Weekend of live jazz and art in 
19th Century Villa. Bands play jazz 

classics, smooth, jazz funk & jazz 
improvisation. Scheduled are Siob-
han Riordan (Sarah Vaughan & Ella 
Fitzgerald), Carlos Pino (jazz funk), 
dmcq (improv jazz) and Jose Carra 
(smooth jazz). One free beer/tapa 
and other discount packages avail-

able when booking through Diario 
Sur Oferplan. Book now: 
http://oferplan.diariosur.es/  
Website: https://clubjazz.eu 
Email: clubjazzatcasadel-
rio@gmail.com 

Retro party 
Torre del Mar. 28 April, 9pm. Sala 
Rosa. 25€ or 50€ VIP  
Fuengirola 29 April,  Cabaret Club  
Top Eurpoean DJs Chief One, Lille 
Lars and Dan Rachlin will be pre-
senting 70s and 80s music. Email: 
maddie@costa-events.com, tel: 
686 722 349 

Classical music festival 
Nerja. 29 April, 8pm. Centro Cul-
tural Villa de Nerja. 15€  
The festival, entitled ‘Las Músicas 
de Federico Lorca’ is based on the 
musical tastes of the famous 
writer.  

Choir concerts 
Malaga. 29 April, midday and 5pm 
in the Plaza de la Constitución and 
2pm in Teatro Cervantes  
Five groups from Spain, Norway 
and Turkey will take part in the 
III Festival Corales Internacional. 

Concerto Málaga 
Malaga. 1 May, 7.30pm. Auditorio 
del Colegio de Médicos.  
This is the 51st concert in the se-
ries entitled Las Cuatro Estacio-
nes (The Four Seasons). The 
Malaga string orchestra will per-
form works by Haendel, Mozart, 
Glazunov, Telemann, Enric Gra-
nados and Francisco Javier García 
Fajer. 

Joven Orquesta Provincial de 
Málaga 
 Estepona. 1 May, 8pm. Auditorium 
Felipe VI. 10€ 
Concert based on 90 years of film 
sound tracks.   
wwwauditorioestepona.com 

>

:: TONY BRYANT 
MIJAS. La Cala de Mijas is gear-
ing up for a season of free open 
air summer concerts, which are 
to be staged in the small square 
in front of the town hall build-
ing at sunset. 

Each Thursday at 8pm (9pm in 
July), a different style of music 
will be presented and these will 
include jazz, blues, reggae, pop, 
rock and flamenco.  

The concerts, an idea proposed 
by Roy Peréz, councillor for for-
eign residents, are staged under 
the banner of ‘Sundown Sounds’. 

The Mijas town hall has con-
tracted Big M Promotions to arrange 
the live music events from 4 May 
until the end of the summer. The 
company was chosen to organise 
the events because of their past 
track record of concerts and other 
social events on the coast.  

Martyn Wood, director of Big 
M Promotions, confirmed that 11 
different artists and bands have 
already been booked to perform 
at the concerts, but he is hoping 
to add more acts to the list in or-
der to be able to offer a wide va-
riety of music throughout the 
summer.  

Those already booked include 
the Jersey Boys, a popular local 
tribute to Frankie Valli and the 
Four Seasons; and the Rolling Ste-
ves, a duo who perform hits from 
the 1960s, 70s and 80s. 

Other musicians taking part will 
be Finnish vocalist Harry B Goode; 

the ever popular entertainer One 
Wish Steve; singer Nuria and band 
The Memphis Trio, considered by 
many to be one of the best rock 
and roll and bands on the coast.  

There will also be a traditional 
Andalusian flamenco show per-
formed by the Fuengirola-based 

flamenco troupe, Arte Azabache, 
and there will be two nights of reg-
gae supplied by Magnet Man and 
Jens Malling.  

Musicians and singers who 
would like to participate in the fes-
tival should contact Martyn Wood 
through Facebook or www.costa-
deldisco.com  

The Plaza del Ayuntamiento is 
situated at the main roundabout 
in the centre of La Cala de Mijas 
and parking will be available at the 
fairground.

Sundown Sounds music festival

Nuria will be performing at the summer festival in Mijas. ::  SUR

 When:  From Thursday 4 May 
and then every Thursday 
throughout the summer. Con-
certs will strat at 8pm (9pm in 
July). 

 Where: Plaza del Ayunta-
miento, La Cala de Mijas . 

 Tickets: Free admission.

INFORMATION

z·   Information  : 
www.costadeldisco.com

Mircea Gogoncea, Granada

Cologne Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra, Estepona 



April 28th to May 4th 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

55 WHAT TO DO

Arcos de Buenos Aires Tango 
La Cala de Mijas. 4 May,  8.30pm. 
Salón de Actos, town hall. 10€ 
The Arcos de Buenos Aires Tango 
dance company will be perfor-
ming. Tickets tel: 660753246 

T.I.M.S choir 
 Fuengirola 6 May, midday. Plaza de 
la Constitución. 
T.I.M.S. Choir have been asked by 
Lux Mundi to join the ‘coro Rociero 
and the Choir from San José Parish 
Church in performing at an Ecu-
menical ‘Churches together’ serv-
ice to celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ. 
 Alhaurín el Grande 14 May, Ceme-
tery Chapel  
T.I.M.S. Choir will be performing 
four songs at a special praise  
service.   

Fuengirola Pop 
 Fuengirola. From 22-25 June. Sohail 
castle and Pogs Bar 
The legendary Beach Boys are al-
ready in the line up for this year’s 
event. More information: 
www.fuengirolapop.com 

FLAMENCO  

Daniel Romero 
Nerja. 28 April, 8pm.Centro Cul-
tural Villa de Nerja. 8€   
Daniel Romero performs pure fla-
menco. 

 Weekly flamenco shows 
 Malaga. Kelipe Flamenco, C/Muro 
de Puerta Nueva 10. 
Every Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day 9.30pm. For private workshops 
and more information  tel: 34 665 
09 73 59 or email: kelipe.man-
zano@gmail.com 

El Patio de Estepona 
 Estepona. From 4 May , 9pm every 
Thursday. Auditorio Felipe VI. 
Flamenco performances weekly. 
Tickets available from the audito-
rium or www.auditorioestepona 

Eval Danza Flamenco 
Almuñécar. 29 April, 9pm.Casa de 
la Cultura   
Antonio López and Enrique 
Vicente of the Eval Danza dance 
company are performing. 

Wine tasting and flamenco 
 Nerja. 8.30pm. La Taberna de 
Volapié, C/Antonio Millón  
Wine tasting with a Flamenco 
twist. Discover Málaga Province’s 
premium wines accompanied by a 

Flamenco dance show. Reserva-
tions www.ventana-abierta.es 
33 May. Wine from Bodegas   
Bentomiz 

Jaleo 
Malaga. Every Monday and Thurs-
day 1.30pm and Saturdays 2pm. 
Museo Interactiva de Musíca 
Malaga (MIMMA), 15€ with a 
welcoming drink. 
Flamenco singing and dancing. 

Peña Flamenca  
 Estepona. 5 May, 10pm Plaza 
Fuerza Armadas. 
Open from 8pm. Dancers Luisa 
Chicano and Juan Ramón Heredia, 
singer José Parra and guitarist Juan 
‘El Músico’. 

LECTURES  

Talk on arthritis 
Arroyo de la Miel. 15 May, 1pm.  
ELIM Church in Plaza Ibensa 
The RAF Association Costa del Sol 
ahs organised a talk by Dr Alf Neu-
haus on arthritis and what can be 
done to alleviate the symptoms 
without having to resort to 
pain relief.  Tea and coffee. >

:: ANTONIO JAVIER LÓPEZ 

MALAGA.  The Spanish Associa-
tion of Mouth and Foot Painting 
Artists (Pintores con la Boca y el 
Pie), a group of artists that have 
used their creativity to overcome 
their physical limitations in cre-
ating art using their mouth and 
feet, are now exhibiting their 
work in Malaga. Art fans will be 
able to visit the display at La Sala 
Moreno Villa, in Malaga’s Mer-
cado de la Merced. 

The exhibition displays more 
than 30 pieces made by the 
group, some of which were cre-
ated by Malaga artists Mavi Ro-
dríguez, Virginia Polo and Ale-
jandro Pinazo.  

Their work is also joined by 
paintings by Manuel Parreño, the 
artist responsible for founding 
the Spanish branch of the asso-
ciation six decades ago, after it 
was created in Germany by Erich 
Stegmann, a polio sufferer, for 
people that were unable to cre-
ate art with their hands as the 
result of an illness or physical 
handicap. 

“Each case is different, one 
can’t establish common patterns 
or criteria. Each artist has to 
adapt to their individual situa-
tion to be able to paint and de-
velop their creativity,” said Ri-
cardo Charfolé, the association’s 
current director. “It gives the 
artists a sense of pride because 
they feel of use thanks to their 
efforts,” he added.  

From pastime to 
profession 
The association also encourages 
its members to become profes-
sional artists by granting them 
scholarships. “In this way, some-
thing which perhaps started as 
a hobby can become a profession. 
This can change the artist’s life 
significantly, because not only 
do they feel that their work is 

being recognised, but they are 
also receiving an income from 
it.” Charfolé said.  

The director also pointed out 
that the association, which now 
has counterparts in more than 
40 countries, does not receive 
any grants or donations from the 
government or public institu-
tions, but funds itself through 
the sales of the artists’ paintings.   

The exhibition will be on dis-
play until 23 June.

 Place.  Sala Moreno Villa. 
C/Merced, 1 (in the Mercado de 
la Merced building). 

 Date.  Until 23 June. 

 Hours.   Monday to Friday, 
10am to 1pm and, in the eve-
ning, 5pm to 8pm.

EXHIBITION

One of the artists in the process of painting with her feet. ::  SUR

Art and achievement

Daniel Romero, Nerja

Eval Danzal, Almuñécar

Jaleol, Malaga.
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FESTIVALS 

Feria de los Pueblos 
Fuengirola. Until 1 May, 1pm to 
4am. Fuengirola fairground 
This multicultural event pro-
motes the gastronomy, culture 
and folklore of the 32 countries 
and regions that are participating. 
Parade: Saturday 29 April at 
11.30am from Plaza de España. 

Día de la Miel de Caña 
Frigiliana. 30 April. Plaza del  
Ingenio 
Tastings of dishes with ‘treacle’ as 
the main component. Dancing, fla-
menco, a hot air balloon, photo and 
painting competitions. 
www.frigiliana.es 

Día de la Morcilla 
Canillas de Aceituno. 30 April. In 
front of the Ayuntamiento 
Tastings of the traditional black 
pudding made from pig’s blood and 
onions. Live music etc. 

Cruces de Mayo  
Andalucía. 2, 3 May 
Originally this festival was mostly 
celebrated in Granada but now 
many towns and villages across An-
dalucía take part. Crosses are richly 
decorated and displayed or paraded 
through the streets. 

Battle of the flowers  
Cordoba. 30 April, noon 
The Paseo de la Victoria becomes a 
riot of colour with carriages fes-
tooned with flowers. 

Día del Trabajador 
Mijas. 1 May, El Torreón de La 
Cala. 
This traditional fiesta is celebrated 
in mijas by a ‘sardine-fest’ with 
over 600 kilos of sardines shared 
out to attendees. Also live music 
and lots of activities.  

EVENTS  

Book signing 
Marbella. 4 May, 5-8pm. Edf. Ma-
rina Banús 1-2, Calle Ramón  
Areces.  
N. J. Simmonds, author of a new 
young adult fantasy romance se-
ries will be signing copies of her 
first novel at BookWorld in 
Puerto Banús. 

Torremolinos Fashion 
Weekend 
Torremolinos. 28, 29 April, La 
Plaza Costa del Sol.   
Local boutiques and six designers 
will be exhibiting their latest 
fashions and trends on the cat-
walk. Masculine and feminine 
clothing, clothing for children 
and babies as well as Flamenco 
fashions.   

Sea Life Jurassic Oceans 
Benalmádena. Sea Life Aquarium  
The Plesiosauraus and the Mega-
lodon lived in the oceans millions 
of years ago and are represented 
in the new exhibition at SeaLife 
Benalmádena. The exhibition in-
cludes an interactive activity for 
children which allows them to 
discover the skeleton of a Plesio-
saurus and the tooth of a Megalo-
don with holgrams to help dem-
onstrate the size of these extinct 
creatures and other dinosaurs.   

Gerald Brenan Museum 
 Churriana. 28 April, 6.30pm. Casa 
de Gerald Brenan, C/Torremolinos 
In Spanish, the museum will be re-
membering Marjorie Grice-
Hutchinson, friend of Gerald Bre-
nan’s wife Gamel and author of 
Malaga Farm, who spent many 
years living near Churriana.   

A few seats left for Gibraltar 
Tore del Mar. 5 May. Various depar-
ture points. 12€ 
Price includes coach fare and 
driver’s gratuity. Passports neces-
sary and please advise before 
hand if non-EU citizen. Payment 
required on booking. Information 
tel Gail on 951067723, email 
phoenixsocialclub@yahoo.co.uk 
or go to www.phoenixsocial-
club.co.uk. 

La Herradura Natural 
 La Herradura. From 4 -10 May. 
To promote a healthy lifestyle 
there will be workshops and dem-

onstrations of pilates, Tai chi, Chi-
nese therapies, martial arts,  detox-
ing, yoga etc. There will also be 
concerts and stalls selling craft 
items etc.  On 9 May a special con-
ference by Tulku Lobsang on Cura-
tive Meditation and private consul-
tations, reservations mar-
jolein@tulkulobsang-organizer.org 
or tel: 691 061 459 (whatsapp). 

Visit the patios of Cordoba 
Fuengirola. 8, 9 May, various pick 
up points. 95€ double, 125€ single 
Price includes B&B accommoda-
tion in 4* Hotel Selu, bus and 
transfers, guided tour of the pat-
ios, travel insurance and VAT.  Tel: 
952 474 840, e-mail luxmun-
dif@gmail.com or go to www.lux-
mundi.org 

Coach trip to Alcalá la Real 
Torre del Mar. 8 June. 24€ 
Lux Mundi, Torre del Mar are go-
ing on a one day coach excursion 
to the town of Alcalá la Real in 
the province of Jaén, situated at 

the base of the Arab fortress, La 
Mota. Visit ‘Los Quesos Sierra 
Sur’in Ermita Nueva a family run 
business producing cheese and 
yoghurts. Tel:952 543 334 or e-
mail: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org  

Coach trip to Gibraltar  
Torre del Mar. 18 May, 15 June. 12€ 
Lux Mundi, Torre del Mar are go-
ing on a one day coach excursion 
to Gibraltar. Passports necessary. 
Tel:952 543 334 or e-mail: lux-
mundi@lux-mundi.org  

Lux Mundi fashion show 
Torre del Mar. 3 May, 3.30pm. 
4pm. 4€ 
Spring and summer fashion show 
of nearly new clothes, shoes and 
accessories. Refreshments. 

Patios of Cordoba with Nerja 
Lions 
Nerja. 10 May, departure from 
Nerja, pick up from petrol station 
Cajiz. 35€  
Ticket price includes travel, 
lunch, entrance to Viana Palace 
and shuttle bus to Medina Aza-
hara. Bring the ‘over 65’ card if 
you have it to avoid paying extra 
to get in the palace and for the 
Medina. Payment by 1 May. Tel: 
952 526 980 (English); 639 980 
001 (French), 693 706 900 (Ger-
man, English, Spanish). 

Visit Valencia 
Lux Mundi. 8 - 12 May, various 
pick up points. 403€ double, 455€ 
single 
Price includes B&B accommoda-
tion in 4* Hotel Rey Don Jaime.  
Tel Fuengirola: 952 474 840, e-
mail: luxmundif@gmail.com or go 
to www.lux-mundi.org or Torre 
del Mar tel: 952 543 334 e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Weekend in Morocco 
Torre del Mar. 5-7 May. Various de-
parture points. 225€ pp. 35€ single 
supplement. 
Price includes coach, catamaran 
and coach in Morocco, half board 
accommodation,quarter bottle of 
wine and water with dinner. Gra-
tuities are NOT included. Travel 
Insurance mandatory. Informa-
tion tel Gail on 951067723, email 
phoenixsocialclub@yahoo.co.uk 
or go to www.phoenixsocial-
club.co.uk. 

Trip to Orgiva Tea Gardens 
Tore del Mar. 19 May. Various de-
parture points. 25€ 
Price includes coach fare and 
driver’s gratuity. A beautiful tran-
quil garden covering about 5,000 
sqm.English Teas, homemade 
sandwiches, soups and delicious 
cakes, local crafts and fresh pro-
duce. Plants for sale. Payment re-
quired on booking. Information 
tel Gail on 951067723, email 
phoenixsocialclub@yahoo.co.uk 
or go to www.phoenixsocial-
club.co.uk. 

Lux Mundi open day                  
  Torre del Mar. 19 May, 11am-5pm.  
Learn about the history of Lux 
Mundi and its founder, the devel-
opment of the centre in Torre del 
Mar while meeting new people 
and enjoying coffee in the garden. 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling cine-
mas to check for any last minute 
time changes. Lunchtime and late 
night screenings weekends only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-
niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
Lady Macbeth: 20.10 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
    Guardians of the Galaxy 2: 12.05 
(Sat-Mon); 17.00 (Fri-Mon, Weds); 
20.15 (Tues, Thurs) 
Rules Don’t Apply: 16.30, 19.05, 
21.45 (Tues) 
John Wick Chapter 2:  12.15 (Sat-
Mon)  
Fate of the Furious: 17.00 (every 
day); 12.05 (Sat-Mon); 19.45, 
22.30 (Tues)   
Boss Baby: 17.15 (Tues-Thurs) 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Beauty and the Beast:  19.00 
(Tues)  
John Wick Chapter 2: 12.05, 
16.30 
Boss Baby: 12.00, 17.00 
Fate of the Furious: 12.10, 19.00 
(every day); 16.15, 22.15 (Tues, 
Thurs) 
Guardians of the Galaxy 2: 12.10, 
15.45, 18.35, 21.25, 00.15 
Going in Style: 18.25 (Tues, 
Thurs) 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
Boss Baby: 12.00 (Sun); 15.45 
(Sat-Tues); 17.45(every day)   
Fate of the Furious: 22.00    
Going in Style: 18.00, 20.00 
John Wick Chapter 2: 20.00 
(every day); 22.30 (Frid-Wed) 
Beauty and the Beast: 11.45 
(Sun); 16.00 (Sat-Tues); 18.00 
(Frid, Wed, Thurs)  
Guardians of the Galaxy 2: 11.45 
(Sun); 16.00 (Sat-Tues); 18.30 (Fri, 
Wed, Thurs); 18.45 Sat, Sun); 
21.45 (every day). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Guardians of the Galaxy 2: 16.15, 
19.00, 21.45  
Guardians of the Galaxy 2 3D: 
13.30 (Sat-Mon)    
Rules Don’t Apply: 12.15 (Sat-
Mon) 
 Fate of the Furious: 15.45 (Mon-
Thurs)

>

:: JENNIE RHODES 
AXARQUÍA.  To celebrate San 
Isidro this year, the town of Peri-
ana will be welcoming more than 
40 brotherhoods from across 
Spain that also have the saint as 
their patron.  

The event will take place from 
today until Sunday and a full pro-
gramme of events, which includes 
walking routes around the town, 
can be found on the Periana town 
hall website.  

Frigiliana is will be holding a 
joint celebration: the Día de la Miel 
de Caña with the only working ‘in-
genio’ (sugar cane factory) in Spain 
opening its doors to the public on 
Sunday, giving guided tours as well 
as tastings of its famous miel de 
caña (black treacle) and the day 

will also signal the start of the Cru-
ces de Mayo (May crosses). 

 This festival is also celebrated, 
on and around 3 May, in Nerja and 
Vélez-Málaga when local towns 
and villages decorate crosses with 
flowers.

Saints and crosses 

 When: From today until 3 
May.  

 Where: Periana, Frigiliana, 
Nerja, Vélez-Málaga. 

 More details: The individual 
town halls have prgrammes of 
the events online.

INFORMATION

San Isidro festival in Periana. ::  SUR

A decorated cross

N. J. Simmonds book signing.

Orgiva Tea gardens trip.
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   A LOOK AT LA LIGA

My TV mentor insisted early in 
my career that commentary 
should come from the heart and 
not a script. So, when the 92nd 
minute of El Clásico came around, 
I was following his advice. 

“The best there is, the best 
there has ever been, the best there 
probably ever will be…” are 
roughly the words that accompa-
nied Lionel Messi’s dramatic 
game-winning goal against the 
arch enemy.  

It was a bold statement and not 
one I’d have been prepared to 
script.  

You see, some commentators 
prepare a little phrase for most 
foreseen occasions. Back in the 
day they used to get royalties 
for every time their commen-
tary was used.  I suspect it came 
after Kenneth Wolstenholme’s 
famous “They think it’s all 
over...” 

Little Lionel could have made 
me a millionaire if I had a kick-
back for every goal he’d scored 
complimented by my words. The 
winner has his 500th for Barce-
lona and I’ve been lucky to call a 
large percentage of them.   

This one was almost beyond 
description, though. Earlier in 
the game he’d run around the 
field with a blood-stained towel 
after his jaw and teeth were al-
most dislodged by Marcelo’s el-
bow.  Later Sergio Ramos nearly 
cut him in half with a tackle 
crude enough for the referee to 
immediately dismiss the Real Ma-
drid captain. 

Messi had already scored a mes-
merising individual goal to 
breathe some life into Barcelona’s 

weakening chances of challeng-
ing for the title and the clock was 
running down to the allocated 92 
minutes. 

He was like the star of a Broad-
way show as he took up a posi-
tion from the wings, as the cho-
rus line worked their moves.  It 
looked rehearsed, seconds remain-
ing, the ball was cut back to the 
centre stage and BANG he hits 
the winner. 

People were in tears... well Ron-
aldo was anyway!  He bowed to 
the audience -although it wasn’t 
an appreciative Bernabéu- the 
world was astonished and words 
had to be found to describe what 
he’d just achieved. 

I think it is beyond doubt now, 
to me, that he is the greatest.  My 
co-commentator Gerry Armstrong 

is old enough to appreciate Pele 
and Maradona. He shared a dress-
ing room with George Best and 
played against Cruyff; long ago 
he declared Messi is the most 
magnificent. 

His first goal last Sunday took 
him beyond the legendary Alfredo 
Di Stéfano as the leading all-time 
scorer in Clásicos and his second 
was the 500th goal of his career. 

Singularly he was the differ-
ence between Barcelona and a 
Real Madrid team that I still think 
will win La Liga and the Cham-
pions League. 

Messi’s achievement is such 
that I was probably right to blurt 
out: “He’s the best there is, the 
best there has ever been and the 
best there probably ever will be.” 

Can I copyright that?

ROB PALMER
Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

Lionel Messi almost 
single-handedly 
brought Barça back 
into the title race, 
cementing his place, 
in my mind, as the 
best ever

Better than all the rest

The Argentinian celebrates his 92nd-minute winner. :: EFE
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2
MALAGA

0
GRANADA

Goals:  0-1 Sandro (47’), 0-2 Sandro 
(90+2’).  

Referee: Carlos Clos. 

Venue: Estadio Nuevo Los Cármenes 
(11,894 spectators).

STATISTICS

LLEAGUE TABLE

TEAM                                                               PT.         P                   W          D            L                  GF        GA 

Barcelona              78    34        24      6      4      103    33 

R. Madrid               78    33        24      6      3        90    38 

At. Madrid             68    34        20      8      6        60    25 

Sevilla                     65    33        19      8      6        58    39 

Villarreal                60    34        17      9      8        49    27 

Real Sociedad      58    34        18      4    12        52    47 

Athletic                  56    33        17      5    11        46    37 

Eibar                        50    33        14      8    11        52    45 

Espanyol                50    34        13    11    10        45    44 

Celta                        44    32        13      5    14        48    52 

Alavés                     44    33        11    11    11        32    40 

Valencia                 40    34        11      7    16        49    59 

Las Palmas            39    34        10      9    15        52    61 

Málaga                   39    34        10      9    15        40    49 

Betis                        37    33        10      7    16        36    51 

Deportivo              31    34           7    10    17        37    57 

Leganés                  30    34           7      9    18        30    51 

Sporting                 24    34           5      9    20        37    67 

Granada                 20    34           4      8    22        27    72 

Osasuna                 18    34           3      9    22        35    82

TABLE & FIXTURES
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   MATCHDAY    34
Results

Fixtures

1.  

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20.  

:: KISHAN VAGHELA 
MALAGA. Sandro is in red-hot goals-
coring form at the moment for 
Malaga. Having inspired his side in 
their victory over Valencia, the Span-
iard’s brace at the Estadio Nuevo Los 
Cármenes handed Míchel’s side a 2-
0 victory over Granada on Tuesday 
evening. 

Míchel was somewhat forced to 
rotate the players deployed on the 
wings, with Juan Carlos replacing the 
injured Jony while Keko came in for 
Javi Ontiveros. Six minutes in, 25-
year-old Keko managed to connect 
with Sandro’s incisive pass on the 
stretch, but placed his effort harm-
lessly wide. A minute later, Granada 
goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa, on loan 

from Malaga, was called into action, 
tipping Ignacio Camacho’s effort over 
the bar after a poorly-cleared Juan 
Carlos cross. 

Recio, buoyed by his goal at the 
weekend, was denied twice by Ochoa 
in as many minutes, firstly from a 
cute looping effort outside the box 
before forcing the Mexican to get 
down to palm away his curling effort 
inside the area. 

Granada were having similar prob-
lems marking a roaming Sandro, who 
interchanged frequently with Keko. 
The duo combined just after the half-
hour mark, but the former’s clever 
pass was blazed high and wide by the 
latter on his weaker foot. 

Míchel’s side had received very 
little reward for all their domina-
tion, and the visitors would spurn 
another opportunity five minutes 
before the break, when Juan Carlos 
latched onto Luis Hernández’s long 
ball with a diagonal run, but his 
touch past the keeper was too heavy, 
narrowing the angle and forcing the 
winger to fire over. 

The Blue and Whites went into 

half time disappointed, particularly 
given their supremacy in creating op-
portunities, with the visitors regis-
tering ten efforts compared to Gra-
nada’s zero. However, their regret 
turned to rejoice early in the second 
half when Sandro swept home his 
fifth goal of the season from outside 
the box following Keko’s lay-off. 

Granada had produced next to 
nothing to trouble Carlos Kameni 
with an hour gone, but four min-
utes later the Cameroonian needed 
a strong right hand to divert Rene 
Krhin’s powerful low strike away 

from goal. 
Malaga began to sit back too much, 

consequently inviting unnecessary 
pressure from Tony Adams’ side. Only 
the hosts’ own deficiencies in the at-
tacking department let Malaga off 
the hook, with the next chance, 
Medhi Carcela-González’s misjudged 
clip in the 69th minute, proving to 
be their last. 

Juan Carlos’ injury provided a sting 
in the tail for Malaga given Jony’s 
injury, but it was Sandro’s stinging 
efforts that threatened to put the 
game to bed. Eight minutes before 

time, Sandro smashed his effort 
against the outside of the post after 
being slipped in by Recio. The 21-
year-old would not make the same 
mistake ten minutes later, though, 
taking one touch to control substi-
tute Javi Ontiveros’ pass before pow-
ering the ball past Ochoa in the sec-
ond minute of injury time for his 
12th goal of the season and sealing 
the points in the process. 

Malaga face another Andalusian 
rival next, with Sevilla the visitors 
to La Rosaleda on Monday. Kick-off 
is at 9pm.

Striker Sandro proved to be the match winner for the second consecutive game. :: AGENCIES

BALL POSSESSION

54%46%

GRANADA MALAGA

Goals 

Total shots  

On target 

Off target 

Corners 

Offsides 

Fouls committed  

Yellow cards 

Red cards

0 

3 

1 

2 

2 

0 

21 

5 

0

2 

14 

5 

9 

4 

3 

11 

0 

0

LINE-UPS

Alavés - Eibar (Thu) 
Barcelona - Osasuna 7-1 
At. Madrid - Villarreal 0-1 
Leganés - Las Palmas 3-0 
Valencia - Real Sociedad 2-3 
Deportivo - R. Madrid 2-6 
Athletic - Betis (Thu) 
Granada - MÁLAGA 0-2 
Sporting - Espanyol 1-1 
Sevilla - Celta (Thu)

Villarreal - Sporting 
Real Sociedad - Granada 
R. Madrid - Valencia 
Las Palmas - At. Madrid 
Espanyol - Barcelona 
Osasuna - Deportivo 
Betis - Alavés 
Eibar - Leganés 
Celta - Athletic 
MÁLAGA - Sevilla

MALAGA-SEVILLA 
SATURDAY 1PM

Uche

Ramos

Carcela-González

Cuenca 
(Ponce, 76’)

Krhin

Hongla

Ingason

Héctor 
(Gastón Silva, 46’)

Wakaso 
(Mallé, 54’)

Luis

Hernández

Llorente

Ricca

Keko 
(Duda, 68’)

Recio 
(Ontiveros, 87’)

Camacho

Pablo 

Sandro

Juan Carlos 
(Demichelis, 74’)

Ochoa

4-3-3 4-1-4-1

Kameni

Unused substitutes:  Silva (GK), Kone, 
Vezo, Lombán.              

Unused substitutes:  Boyko (GK), Charles, 
Rodríguez, Chory.

Foulquier

Derby win secures 
league status for 
another season

Malaga can now look 
up the table after 
clinching mathematical 
safety at the expense of 
Tony Adams’ strugglers
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Miguel Álvarez offered his 
resignation after yet 
another defeat dashed 
any remaining hopes of 
promotion for Marbella  

:: J. B. MARTÍNEZ. OPTA 

EXTREMADURA. It appears the 
weight of a must-win game was too 
much for Marbella to bear as Extre-
madura, fighting relegation, easily 
inflicted a 2-0 defeat on the visitors 
in Almendralejo on Sunday. 

The first half began with the 
home side dominating possession 
and creating a number of good 
chances. In fact they won a pen-
alty as early as the seventh min-
ute when Tiri deliberately handled 
the ball in the area. Fortunately 
for the away side, keeper Manu 
dived the right way to deny Willy 
from the spot. 

The scores did not remain level 
for long, however. After approxi-
mately 10 minutes, in which Mar-
bella had hardly stepped foot in the 
opposition’s half, Willy put Extra-
madura ahead with his third shot 
on goal. A cross from Carlos Rubén 
on the right wing found the 
striker’s head at the back post and 
there was little Manu could do to 
keep the ball out of his net. 

The play continued in a similar 
way for much of the first half with 
Marbella’s Zé Turbo alone in cre-
ating any kind of work for the Ex-
tremadura defence. 

After the break, Marbella looked 
a little more threatening as Kike 
Márquez helped to fire the side up. 
Extremadura keeper, Doblas, was 
finally forced into action by Turbo 
a few minutes into the second half 
shortly before the forward created 
the visitors’ best chance of the 
game, thwarted by the crossbar. 

With the clock ticking down, 
Marbella’s main threat in the clos-
ing stages came down the left wing. 
There were calls for a Marbella pen-
alty after a clumsy tackle from José 
Rodríguez, as the visitors contin-
ued to push for an equaliser. 

However, the equaliser never 
came. Instead Willy and Pierre con-

tinued to challenge Manu on the 
counter-attack, the keeper main-
taining his resolve until the 93rd 
minute, when he left an open goal 
for Extremadura’s Miguel Rubiá to 
seal the hosts’ victory. 

The defeat keeps Marbella in sev-
enth place and prompted  Miguel 
Álvarez to offer his resignation.

Marbella defence struggle to ward off the Extremadura attack. :: OPTA

Latest loss prompts change 
of guard at Marbella

Fael chosen as 
replacement for 
outgoing Álvarez  

Another change is in the offing 
at Marbella FC with club presi-
dent Alexander Grinberg taking 
the decision to replace coach 
Miguel Álvarez. 

Grinberg has decided to cut 
ties with Álvarez, who offered 

his resignation following defeat 
to Sanluqueño, and has replaced 
him with Rafael Becerra Cortés, 
better known as ‘Fael’. 

The club have also parted 
company with vice president 
Raffaele Pandalone, Roberto 
Álvarez and Marc Juliá. 

Fael will have just three 
games to overturn a four-point 
margin to finish in the playoff 
places.

SSANLUQUEÑO 2  MARBELLA  0

The forward scored and 
assisted as his side 
racked up a 2-0 win 
against a Valencia team 
with little to play for 

:: DARYL FINCH 
MALAGA. The double match week 
got off to the perfect start for Malaga 
who saw off Valencia by a comfort-
able two goals to nil at La Rosaleda 
on Saturday afternoon. 

Míchel reverted to a more con-
ventional line-up than that which 
lost in Galicia last week, employing 
two out-and-out wingers in the 
shape of Jony and Javi Ontiveros. In 
fact, it was from wide that Malaga’s 
first chance came with Recio’s ball 
across the goal face needing a last-
ditch clearance to prevent the 
opener. 

The hosts couldn’t capitalise on 
their dominance in the first 15 min-
utes, though, with both Pablo For-
nals and Ontiveros working them-
selves into good positions before be-
ing let down by their finishing. 

Minutes later, Valencia had their 
one and only chance of the first half 
as Munir whipped the ball across the 
face of the goal for Santi Mina who 
only succeeded in connecting with 
Carlos Kameni. 

Munir probably ought to have had 

a penalty in the 32nd minute but 
the referee waved away claims that 
he was tripped by Rosales. 

This was quickly forgotten when 
Sandro cut back onto his right foot 
on the byline before standing up a 
perfect cross for Recio to nod his side 
into the lead. 

It became a quickfire double af-
ter Sandro’s freekick fell back into 
the path of the Canarian to smash 
past a hapless Diego Alves with the 
help of a deflection. 

Jony could have sent his side into 
the break with a three-goal lead, 
penetrating the left channel, but his 
rifled effort took a nick on the way 
out for a corner. 

The hosts were happy with the 
scoreline going into the second half 
and it showed as their intensity soon 
faded. Valencia, though, didn’t take 
advantage and looked a beaten side 
even with 45 minutes still to play. 
Even the introduction of Nani and 
Zaza made little difference as Malaga 
still had the lion’s share of chances. 

The best came from quite an un-
likely source in the shape of centre 
half Diego Llorente who found him-
self on the right wing, rifling an ef-
fort into the side netting. 

Valencia finally showed up in the 
last 10 minutes, but could only mus-
ter a single chance in stoppage time 
when Eliaquim Mangala hit the post 
with all the goal to aim at.

Sandro inspires 
comfortable home win

Sandro celebrates after gifting his side a two-goal lead. :: EFE
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The young tennis player 
from Malaga beat 
Roberto Carballés, 
number 124 in the ATP, 
but lost to Santiago 
Giraldo, ranked 104th 

:: FÁTIMA ÁVILA-CASANOVA 

MALAGA. Alejandro Davidovich, 
one of Spain’s most promising young   
tennis players, has just taken an im-
portant step towards the professio-
nal circuit. Last weekend this  17-
year-old from Malaga took part in 
his first ATP500, the 65th Conde de 
Godó tournament, after being invi-
ted as a ‘wild card’ by the organisers.  

Alejandro was one of the biggest 
surprises in the tournament at the 
Real Club de Tenis Barcelona, where 
on the first day he beat Roberto Car-
ballés (124th in the ATP ranking) 3-
6, 6-2, 6-2. Being on the central court 
was an amazing experience, he says.  
“I was nervous in the first set but af-
terwards I thought I should just en-
joy being where I had always wanted 
to be. I fought to the end, and felt that 
the stadium was mine.”  

On the second day, Sunday, he lost 
to Colombian player Santiago Giral-
do (ranked 104th), who was a fina-
list in the Conde de Godó tournament 
three years ago. Alejandro took the 
first set but lost the next two (5-7, 6-
3, 6-2) in a hard-fought match. “Alex 
played quite well, but it was hard for 
him to maintain the level for such a 
long time, and his rival didn’t fail to 
take advantage of that. On this cir-
cuit, experience is important,” ex-
plains his trainer, Jorge Aguirre. 

Davidovich, who has only been 
playing tennis for two and a half years, 
has made impressive progress during 
the last six months. At the end of last 
year his game improved tremendous-
ly and in recent weeks he reached 7th 
place on the junior ranking. By win-
ning the Juan Carlos Ferrero tourna-
ment and taking part in the Conde 
de Godó, he has gained confidence 
and maturity.  

He now faces a busy agenda until 
Roland Garros, where he will fight to 
be seeded. Before that he will be in 
Lérida, where he has received a wild 
card to take part, and in Milan for a 
grade one ITF (the highest level for 

junior players).  
His performance in Barcelona was 

so good that his coach is now trying 
hard to get him a wild card for the 
Mutua Madrid Open-Masters 1,000. 
At present it is looking as if he will 
be there, but nothing has been con-
firmed yet.  

He started the year as number 11 
in the junior ranking and in just three 
months he has risen to seventh pla-
ce. “We are following the path we 
planned at the start of this year,” says 
Jorge Aguirre. As Alejandro explained 
at that time, “My idea is to try to be 
in the world top ten at junior level, 
to play in the three Grand Slams, and 
finish the year in the China Masters. 
It all depends on how well I do.”  

Roland Garros  

So far, he is doing well. Now that the 
Conde de Godó tournament is over, 
this young player is already thinking 
about Roland Garros.  

“We’re going to try to get to Ro-
land Garros among the eight or ten 
top ranked juniors, to be seeded and 
try to avoid the best players in the 
early rounds. Undoubtedly, in a com-
petition like this everybody plays 
very well and anyone can beat you, 
but it’s always best if you can be see-
ded. With regard to the ranking, we’re 
doing as planned. It’s in the ATP part 
that we have to improve.”  

Currently, Davidovich holds 857th 
place on the professional circuit. 
“Thanks to this tournament he has 
been able to experience professional 
tennis from the inside. He has un-
derstood the physical, mental and te-
chnical skills he’ll need to be among 
the best. Now we want to get him to 
that stage as soon as possible,” says 
Aguirre.

Davidovich, making 
excellent progress

Alejandro Davidovich played well in Barcelona. :: SUR

 Name:  Alejandro Davidovich 
Forkina. 

 Date of birth:  5 June 1999. 

 Coach:  Jorge Aguirre. 

  Junior ranking:  7th. 

  ATP ranking:  857th.

INFORMATION
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firmed his inscription for the NBA 
draft. 

As a result of the changes, his side 
improved in defence and wasted no 
time in cutting into their opponents’ 

lead, racking up a six-point advan-
tage going into the break. 

The introduction of Omic, Suárez 
and Díaz in the third quarter 
changed the game completely. With 
the tie at 50-50, the latter thwarted 
a counterattack, proving to be the 
turning point in the game. 

From then on, Unicaja dominated 
the court and, taking a 67-55 lead 
into the final quarter, could afford 
to be comfortable and play without 
tension. It’s just a shame that the 
arena was half empty with the side 
playing some great basketball and 
not even a month after winning a 
major trophy. 

This Sunday the Malaga side travel 
to the Basque Country to take on 
Baskonia (6.30pm).

Wednesday’s resounding 
triumph came off the 
back of the side’s 
heaviest league defeat  
of the season  

:: J. CALDERÓN 

MALAGA. There was little posi-
tive to take away from Catalonia 
for Joan Plaza’s side who lost 89-

70 to Barcelona on Sunday. 
Having secured their place in 

the playoffs, Unicaja’s new prior-
ity is to finish in the top four in 
order to secure home advantage. 
However, this took a setback at 
the Palau Blaugrana with the visi-
tors poor in defence and with few 
answers when it came to their of-
fensive game. 

All looked to be going to plan 
after a frantic four minutes saw a 
spectacular exchange of three-
pointers and Unicaja taking the 

early lead (11-12). The visitors, 
however, couldn’t maintain this 
level and Barcelona soon took con-
trol of the quarter, opening up an 
eight-point lead (28-20). 

Unicaja’s drought continued 
into the second quarter and with 
their inability to slow the home 
side’s attack, this spelled disaster. 
Even without the withdrawn To-
mic and Rice, Barça extended their 
lead to 11 points, forcing Plaza to 
introduce Nedovic. However, with 
the home side’s star men back in 
the picture, victory was all but as-
sured by the break (49-35). 

Plaza appealed for greater in-
tensity in defence but there was 
no appreciable difference in the 

second half.  
Within three minutes the defi-

cit had grown to 18 points (57-39) 
with Unicaja guilty of loose play, 
opening themselves up to the 
counterattack. 

A fightback of sorts ensued, but 
yet another scoring spree from the 
hosts put the match beyond re-
covery going into the final quar-
ter (69-52). 

Despite ten minutes left to sal-
vage some pride, there was no sign 
of a fightback nor any of the spirit 
displayed in the past two months. 
In fact, the Malaga side fell fur-
ther behind, finishing 19 points 
short of their rivals - their largest 
league defeat of the season.

A bad day at the office

Suárez fighting for a rebound with Cakarun. :: ÑITO SALAS

Defeat for ICL 
Manresa at a half 
empty Carpena 
confirms their 
relegation to the LEB  

MALAGA. ICL Manresa came to 
Malaga on Wednesday night, scrap-
ping for their lives in the Liga En-
desa, but it was a battle they would 
ultimately lose as Unicaja came out 
comfortable 91-75 winners. 

The Catalans have been defying 
the odds for a number of seasons 
now, but their luck finally ran out 
and they will be playing in the LEB 
next campaign. 

They can’t be accused of lacking 
fight, though. Pere Tomás inspired 
his team in the opening exchanges 
with three consecutive three-point-
ers, taking advantage of the hosts’ 
lapses in concentration and defen-
sive organisation and helping his 
side to a first-quarter lead (20-25). 

Despite the setback, this didn’t 
stop coach Joan Plaza from rotating 
his players and giving minutes to 
those who have hardly featured dur-
ing the campaign such as Lafayette 
and Okouo on the day the latter con-

No mercy as Unicaja dispatch 
bottom side with ease

JUAN 
CALDERÓN

BBARCELONA 89  UNICAJA  70

91 
75 

UNICAJA - MANRESA

¡VAMOS, 
UNICAJA!

BASKONIA-UNICAJA 
SUNDAY 6.30PM
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NNOTICE TO READERS 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 

insertions will be given when the 

advertisement/material received 

is not suitable for print media. 

 
INTERNET/Email address: 
Please be advised that it may 
not be possible for your 
internet or email address to 
be printed on one line. If it 
will not fit, advertisers and 
readers alike should bear in 
mind that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that the 
email address continues on 
the line below
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

ANDALUCIA Property Porfolio (be-
fore euro collapses) sanpedrotrans-
lations@gmail.com 

Benalmádena 

ARROYO: Brand new I bedroom 
apartment, sea views, pool, gar-
dens. 125,000 Euros. Owner. 
645754808 

ARROYO: Brand new I bedroom 
apartment, sea views, pool, gar-
dens. 125,000 Euros. Owner. 
645754808 

TORREQUEBRADA: Beautiful 1 bed-
room apartment like new, pool, park-
ing. 145,000 Euros. Owner. 
645754808 

BENALMADENA Costa: 2 bed apart-
ment, sea views, pool, parking 
99.000 Euros. 626864683 

TOWNHOUSE at Pueblo Andaluz 
complex. Sea views, furnished. Fire-
place, terrace. Pool. 159.000 Euros. 
678675071 

BENALMADENA Coast. Prime lo-
cation commercial reformed 70m2 
+Garage (20m2), actual valuation 
report 118,000. Price: 75,000 euros. 
672555667 

Estepona 

ATTRACTIVE finca land. Fruit trees. 
Rural Estepona. 275,000 euros. 
677360413 

LUXURY Resort 1 bedroom suite, 
ADSL, A/C, in/ outdoor pool, jacuzzy, 
steam, sauna, storage, garage. 
110.000E 634596946 
https://m.facebook.com/Aparta-
mento-Parque-Botanico-
449120001851943/ 

PARAISO Alto. New 77 sqm. 1 bed-
room suite groundfloor, 2 pools, 
A/C, SAT. 99.500E 634596946 

GARAGE at El Paraiso, Urb.Balcón 
de Benavista (Estepona), 14.50m2. 
High electric door (both cars, cara-
vans). 10,500 euros(ono). 
629919351 

MANILVA. Los Hidalgos. 2 bedroom 
garden apartment, 2 bathrooms. 
built 83 m2, garden 71. 97.000 
euros. 627311681 

Fuengirola 

SCANDINAVIAN company buys 
and rents flats, apartments, vil-
las in Fuengirola, Mijas, 
Benalmádena areas. Mrs. Miller 
608450001  

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

ALHAURIN El Grande: Reduced for 
quick sale. 60,000 Euros. www.span-
ishtownhouseinland.weebly.com Tel. 
634412244 

RAIN forest-riverside, 10 euros m2 
(Cordoba) sanpedrotransla-
tions@gmail.com 

ALHAURIN Torre, Grande, Coni. All 
your property requirements big or 
small we have them all! Julia-Esme. 
629487762, 678457784 

COIN near La Trocha amazing coun-
try house 6,000m2 plot, 160m2 
built, main house 2 bedroom, 2 bath-
room, living room with fireplace, 
terraces, garage, garden ready to 
built pool. 250,000 euros. 
626297530 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile) 
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088 

MARBELLA for sale, exclusive town 

center, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 

garage, decorated, 375,000. 3 bed-

rooms 2 bathrooms, totally reformed 

295,000. Elviria Beach Duplex 2 

bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 159,000. 

Puente Romano area, 2 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, 245,000. Nagueles, 

townhouse, luxury, 3 bedrooms, 3 

bathrooms, large garage, 450,000. 

www.lionsproperties.es 

607223784/ 644542081 

DELUXE APARTMENT Central, by 

sea, 4 beds, 2 bathrooms, over 

200m2. Private. 639080569 

SPECIAL Promotion Dama de No-
che-10min walk from Puerto banus. 
(Only 31 New apartments and pent-
houses available. 2/3/4 bedrooms) 
2 beds/2 baths from just 233,711 
euros. Mortgage up-to 70%. 
651871240 & 747766258 
www.bamboopropertygroup.com 

MARBELLA Alhambra del Golf. Pent-
house 350m2 (plus roof-terrace: 
150m2), 4 beds, 3 baths, jacuzzi, 2 
lounges, fireplace, kitchen, luxury 
fixtures/fittings, Private grounds, 
623,000 euros. 687885567 

3 BEDS, 2 baths, fabulous views, 

300 sq mt. 585,000 euros. 

602515031 

Mijas 

WONDERFUL, peaceful location 
but close to Fuengirola. 3 bedroom 
end townhouse. Fireplace, aircon. 
Fabulous communal gardens, pool, 
tennis. 150,000 Euros. No agents. 
For photos: domingaeuropa@ya-
hoo.com 

MIJAS Costa: 3 bed townhouse, 2 
terraces, sea views, pool, parking 
189.000 Euros. 626864683 
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RIVIERA. Villa, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms. 300m from beach. Pictures 
in Facebook:villainriviera. 
603135167 

BUENAVISTA, Semi-detached 3 bed 
2.5 bath townhouse, stunning views, 
fixed 299k, 648116789, www.town-
house-buenavista.co.uk  

MIJAS Costa. Detached character 
villa, on one level, 8,000 m2 plot, 
4 double bedrooms, 3 baths, large 
kitchen diner, large sitting room, 
under floor heating, A/C, alarm, 
swimming pool, tennis court, elec-
tric gates. 6 car garage + office. A 
very pretty villa with great views, 
10 mins. beach. Ready to move in. 
695,000 for quick sale. 662561773/ 
952590297 

BEAUTIFUL penthouse in Miraflo-
res, close to Clubhouse. 2 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, sea views. Many ex-
tras. Reduced for quick sale 179.000 
Euros. 607716254 

Torremolinos 

PINILLO: Near train station. 4 bed-
room townhouse, terrace, pool, park-
ing. 135.000 Euros. 678675071 

Other areas 

FOR SALE. Front Line Beach Apart-
ment in Alicante. For information 
call 636593120 

Commercial 
Properties 

SALE: Due to retirement Mainte-
nance company including office/ 
storage. 20 years on Coast. Clien-
tele. 606191939 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626864683 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

WANTED private sale 3 bed, 2 bath 
apartment approx 120m2, Fuengi-
rola Paseo, facing South. Or large 2 
bed, 2 bath apartment. No agents. 
656543750 

WE NEED villas in Torreblanca/ Car-
vajal for Scandinavian clients. 
info@torreblancadelsolreal-
estate.es 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Near Xanit. Nice 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large ter-
race, sea views, pool, garage, stor-
age. Unfurnished 750 euros Long 
let. 608450001 

FIRST line on the beach. Nice 2 bed-
rooms apartment with large terrace 
and sea views. Beside chemist and 
supermakets. Pool. 700. 695470493 

PUERTO Marina. Beside the beach. 
Lovely spacious 1 bedroom apart-
ment with large terrace. Sea views. 
Fire place. 700. 695470493  

ARROYO Very close to the center. 
Nice Unfurnished large 3 bedrooms 
apartment. 2 bathrooms. Private 
garage. Pets allowed. 850. 
695470493  

NEAR Xanit Hospital. Unfurnished 
huge town house. 4 bedrooms. 4 
bathrooms. Big private garden. Ga-
rage x 2 cars. Swimming pool. 950. 
695470493  

NEAR Xanit Hospital. Very large and 
modern 2 bedrooms and 2 complete 
bathrooms. Terrace of 35 m2 with 
sea views. 2 garages. Pool. 750. 
695470493 

Estepona 

LUXURY Resort 1 bedroom suite, 
ADSL, A/C, in/ outdoor pool, jacuzzy, 
steam, sauna, storage, garage. From 
350/week. 650/ month long term. 
634596946 https://m.face-
book.com/Apartamento-Parque-
Botanico-449120001851943/ 

ESTEPONA East: 3 bed, 2 bath fur-
nished townhouse, UK tv, suit ma-
ture couple, no pets. 595 Euros 
month. Details shirleysmithjon-
es1@gmail.com 

Fuengirola 

NICE 3 bedroom 2 bathroom, sunny 
terrace, open views, a/c, pool, park-
ing, 800 euros. 678578673 

ONE BEDROOM apartment near 
Fuengirola Castle. Well furnished, 
modern kitchen, dishwasher, wash-
ing machine etc. Large terrace sea 
views. Swimming pool. Parking. 
Long let all year. 425 Euros pcm. 
Boris 609478333  

FUENGIROLA/ Torreblanca Hill 
2Bed Bungalow long let 650 pcm 2 
Bed 1 bath newly decorated, fitted 
kitchen, air-con, behind La Venta . 
Spacious terrace-garden, stor-
age/shed, road side parking . Suit-
able for a small family, couple, pets, 
10 mins walk to the beach/hills. Eng-
lish owner. Unfurnished. Contact 
Kerry + 34603308194 / + 
447857180130. Whattsapp 
+971529354932 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN, center, modern 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, 390 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, lovely countryhouse, 2 bed-
rooms, terraces, garden, pool, 450 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, bar/restaurant, terraces, best 
location, 800 
euros/month.679111522 

BEAUTIFUL 3 bedroomed, ground-
floor apartment, with wraparound 
terrace furnished, beautiful views, 
in Alhaurín Golf, 700 euros /month. 
637517501 

ALHAURIN Torre, Grande, Coin for 
all your property requirements call 
Julia and Esme 629487762, 
678457784 

COIN near La Trocha. Nice studio 
with shared plot. 250 
euros/month.626297530 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

CLINIC with consulting and 2 treat-
ment rooms for rental or sale or for 
part time use for doctor or medico 
or qualified therapist near Puerto 
Banús at Km 173. Ring 603279052 
for English Equiries 675993370 For 
Spanish or Russian or e mail: 
dmc248@gmail.com 

ELVIRIA Long term rental, 2 bed, 2 
bath luxury apartment, fully fur-
nished, 1300 euros. 650148945 

3 BED 3 bath townhouse, fully fur-
nished, 1200 euros. 650148945 

MARBELLA, Banús. 3 bedrooms 
apartments by Marina, Short term. 
Sunny. Luxury.Private gardens. Pools. 
Garage. bravoelezovic@gmail.com 
(34)637439222 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo central. 2 bedroom 
apartment 550 euros. Views. Long 
term. Tel 650192127 

STUDIO & Apartment. Short/ long 
term near Urbanization El Hornillo. 
For seniors. 952590519 

MIJAS Road. New country house, 2 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, pool. 595 
Euros. 627642642. To see photos. 
www.houseinmijas.blogspot.com 

URGENTLY looking for one two-
bed apartment between Elviria and 
Calahonda. Long Term. 666187999 

Torremolinos 

2 BEDRROM independent kitchen, 
terrace, nice pool, parking, walking 
distance to centre/train, 550 euros. 
678578673 

Property Wanted 

WANTED: 3/4 Bedroom apartment 
for long term rent in the centre of 
Fuengirola. Excellent references 
available. 952473786/ 663645432 

ACCOMMODATION 

House / Flat Share 

PUERTO Banus centre. Lady to share 
1-bedroom apartment. Private bath-
room. 638383936 

ROOM for rent, short or long time. 
Riviera, Marbella. 602686933 

SECOND Senior Citizen wanted for 
comfortable apartment share. 2 dou-
ble bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. Fuen-
girola. 350 Euros inclusive. 
631463083 

B&B 

CAPELLANIA rustic country studio, 
monthly rental 495 Euros. 
691811720 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

JUSTPOOLS.ES for all options, 
prices and real testimonials visit 
www.justpools.es  

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

SWIMMING pool heating. Pool cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
Pool tiling and lighting. Jacuzzi and 
hot tubs. 21 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. 952663141/ 
670409759. info@enviroca-
respain.com www.enviroca-
respain.com 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs and renovations. 
Professional and reliable service. 
All areas info@perfectpools.es. 
650348785 

GARDEN and pool maintenance 
from 120 euros /month products 
included. 611026340. See more 
on www.zonasverdes.es 

Garden 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture, design (computer pre-
visualization), water features, ir-
rigation. Specializing in beauti-
ful gardens. Also replan-
ning/maintenance. 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

JOSE 683342104 Gardener 

GARDEN and pool maintenance. 
Contracts/one-offs, Friendly, reli-
able service. 10 years on Coast. Ni-
gel. 607316665 

GARDENING services from 10 euros 
/hour. Contracts from 90 euros 
/month. Benalmadena to Marbella, 
Ricardo 637160129 

SERVICES 

Alarms 

ALL TYPE video security system 
video camera wireless internet show-
room. José Sotto 952443838 
670443838 josesotto@ono.com 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

ALL BUILDING work undertaken, 
kitchens, bathrooms, flooring, paint-
ing.. Good rates. 618622272 
www.prontobuild.es 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

HMS PROFESSIONAL builders. 
General reforms, extensions, 
pools, damp specialist...We im-
prove on any competing quote. 
Any size job.610502623 

ALL BUILDING works, reforms, ex-
tensions, renovations. Bathrooms 
and kitchens. Windows and doors. 
Full project management. 21 years 
on the Coast. 952663141/ 
670409759. info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

BJF BUILDERS Roofing and general 
building work undertaken. Jamie 
656543669 

PLASTERER and Tiler. Good qual-
ity work. 672857598 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

REFORM, extension, renovation, 
All Types of repairs, exchanges and 
paintings. 619930738/ 622632344 

VISION & Solutions. All type of jobs 
for your home. Painting, garden, 
plumbing, electric, maintenance, 
small repairs, cleaning service. We 
do it all!! 689374755 

REFURBISHMENTS. All construc-
tion works undertaken by profes-
sional tradesman, bathrooms, 
kitchens, pools, tiling, electrics, 
plumbing and painting. 30 years 
experience. 632714877  

REFURBISHMENTS, extensions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, swimming 
pool. Looking for a new home? Free 
design & 3-D. All trades. Est. 1989. 
Small or big jobs welcome. Contact 
Miguel 640387037/ 952584827 
Construcciones Benarena SL 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 

All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 
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30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY ELECTRICIANS. 
Experts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

ENGLISH electrician.  Fully quali-
fied. All covered. Network/ Auto-
mation  Engineer.  602494347 

ELECTRICIEN power failure rewir-
ing all cost coverage. Jose Sotto 
1978 952443838 670443838 

MARBELLA based electrician for in-
stallations and repairs. Contact Rich-
ard 687352358, richi@europe.com 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional, reliable painting & deco-
rating company. Damp problem so-
lutions & building service available. 
Free quotations. Daniel 628066308 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

HUSBAND & wife team. Painting/ 
interior design. Free estimates. Gra-
ham, 607923486 

PAINTING exterior and interior 
decoration. www.prontobuild.es 
618622272 

GENERAL Maintenance. Profes-
sional painting service, all jobs 
undertaken, prompt and reliable 
service. 603304283 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

BLOCKED drains. Call clearflow. 
CCTV inspections. Drain locating. 
HP jetting. More than 30 years on 
the coast. Tel. 952885661-
630200600 

Carpenters 

ALL CARPENTRY doors, floors, 
wardrobes, shelves, kitchen and 
bathroom. Reforms, decorating, etc. 
Tel. 664385610 

Gates 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

DRIVEWAY Gates and Automation, 
Garage Doors and Electric Motors, 
Video/ Audio Intercoms. Installa-
tions and Repairs. For free profes-
sional advice or estimates call Co-
lin on 636394641/ 951242873 or 
email info@expertgates.com 
www.expertgates.com 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 35 years expe-
rience 

Kitchens 

KITCHEN and bathrooms. Quality 
guaranteed. 21 years on the Coast. 
Projects fully managed. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Bathrooms 

QUALITY bathrooms. Full design. 
Renovations. Quality guaranteed. 
21 years on the Coast. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

CARPETS, sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 7 days. 10,00-22,00. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

PROFESSIONAL Upholsterer. Boats, 
cars, houses, bars. 30 years experi-
ence. 696010190 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
693028325 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding marble. Clean, 
seal aterraces. 25 years experi-
ence. Cover all Costa. Tel: 0034-
671244683 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10,00-
22,00, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

SECURITY of Spain. 24 hour lock-
smiths. 30 years experience. Call 
Daren. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

www.solsistemas.es Solar energy 
for electricity and hot water! Con-
tact 618622272 

GAS FIRES Wood burning stoves. 
Airconditioning heating. Bathroom/ 
kitchen heaters. Heated towel rails. 
Solar heating. Instant gas heating 
systems. Central heating systems. 
All work fully guaranteed. All areas 
covered. 21 years on the Coast. 
952663141/ 670409759 www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING fully installed 
from 575 Euros. Repairs and serv-
icing. Martin. 650067389 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIRCONDITIONING Installations/ 
Repairs/ Servicing. Professional in-
stallations. Quality airconditioning 
units. Economical in consumption. 
21 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. 952663141/ 670409759 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted for 80 Euros. Coin meters 
supplied and fitted from 260 
Euros. For other energy-saving 
products visit www.cooland-
cosy.es. 952935513. Junta de An-
dalucía authorised. Approved pro-
fessional service for your peace 
of mind 

Cleaning Services 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
euros. 632569282 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
693028325 

CLEANER 15 years residence: Do-
mestic and holiday cleans. Laundry 
and key holding. Coast and inland. 
References available. 660773351 

www.easyjetwash.com exterior 
pressure cleaning for patios, vil-
las, etc. Tel. 627352860  

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable, Affordable. Tel: 
629769136 www.windowcleaning-
donjose.com 

HAGLA Clean. Home services. 
Cleaning, wash, laundry, paint-
ing & decorating, garden & Pool 
services. Guarantees the best 
price. 603115775 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, uphol-
stery, soft furnishings indoor/ out-
door. Made to measure rails/ poles 
and foam to order. Sensible prices.Re-
pairs / alterations. Call 672800887 
judeinspain@hotmail.com  

SEVEN C's Services: Carpentry. 
Cleaning. Car Cleaning. Cooking. 
Cultivation. Caretaking. Convey-
ance. 603375067 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Lawyers 

LAWYER: Arroyo Miel/ Malaga. 
Legal advice conveyancing, wills, 
inheritances, contracts, divorces, 
criminal defense, any litigation, 
www.abogadoenlared.co.uk/ 
george@abogadoenlared.co.uk  
952964591  

Accountants 

ACCOUNTANTS. English and Span-
ish Accountants for all accounting/ 
bookkeeping jobs. Tax and company 
formation. Professional, reliable, 
confidential. Tel: 952440773 

CHARTERED Accountant/ Con-
sultant, with solid international ex-
perience: Personal tax, Corporate 
Accounting, Management accounts, 
Budgeting/Cashflow, Business plans. 
Professional service. jbconsult-
ants@economistas.org; 
+34679084433 

UK CHARTERED Accountant. Pro-
viding tax and accounting advisory 
services. Jonathan Porter FCA 
678451788, jonathanp@aims.co.uk 

REGISTRATION of holiday proper-
ties, company formations, business 
start-ups, bookkeeping, taxation 
and translations. Malcolm Green-
wood. 699780389 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094. 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Insurance 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to release equity in your 
home in Spain? Need to pay IBI, Com-
munity fees, taxes, but don´t have 
available cash now to do this. Do you 
want to sell your property for what 
it´s worth but don¿t have the abil-
ity/time frame due to cash con-
straints? Do you want an alternative 
to the Banks who are costly and slow? 
Call us now: +34 691 179 445 +34 
952 961 952 or email ronald@flu-
entfinanceabroad.com. Come and 
visit our San Pedro office 

RE-MORTAGE Spain, Fluent Finance 
can assess your current mortgage 
deal and see if you can save cash by 
changing lenders, contact Marc for 
a free mortgage review - 952 853 
647 melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com 

Business 
Opportunities 

DESIGNER German, gives away 
cheap rates, new handmade cloth-
ings, big stock. Opportunity for a 
shop opening. Marbella. 635351352 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 
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RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

NEW YEAR, new job? JobFinder 
Spain adds a fresh and friendly ap-
proach to finding your ideal role. We 
are looking for all types of staff so 
upload your CV at www.jobfinder-
spain.com or call us on 951400234 

LOOKING for quality staff?Job-
Finder Spain can help you, efficiently 
and cost effectively. Find out how 
at www.jobfinderspain.com or just 
call 951400234 

AMBIENTJOBS 10 years as the 
Costa del Sol's No 1 Recruitment 
Company, continues to offer it's 
professional expertise to employ-
ers and candidates alike. Contact 
Susana on 665774400 su-
sana@ambientjobs.com www.am-
bientjobs.com  

ENGLISH ASSISTANT/TEACHER 
REQUIRED FOR NURSERY IN MAR-
BELLA. PLEASE FORWARD YOUR 
CV TO: wendykindergar-
ten@gmail.com OR CALL 
695550196  

ACADEMY requires native English 
teacher. Nueva Andalucía. 
952818092/ 616681031 mundi-
lenguas@hotmail.com 

CDS PROPERTY are recruiting for 
our busy office in San Pedro. We 
require an experienced sales per-
son fluent French/Flemish Scan-
dinavian. Experienced Telemar-
keter English, French/Flemish, 
Scandinavian. Lots of Leads. Ex-
cellent working conditions. High 
Commission for the right appli-
cants. Email info@cdsproperty-
spain.com Call 645194826 

SALES staff: Established company 
requires telesales staff for busy of-
fice in Fuengirola. Native English 
and sales experience essential, OTE 
Euros 1,250 pm. Spanish contract. 
Email CV to careers@regulatedad-
vice.co.uk or call 951203002 

4* HOTEL Benalmádena seeks: 
Waiter/ ress speaking Spanish, Eng-
lish & German. Send CV fax 
952578453 rrhhfuengirola@hot-
mail.com 

ESTABLISHED real estate office in 
Estepona is looking for full time sec-
retary/administrator - applicants 
must be bi-lingual Spanish /English 
(vital) and any other languages would 
be an advantage. Friendly efficient 
person who enjoys meeting people 
and takes pride in their work. Please 
email for more information, we will 
get back to you straight away: es-
tateagencyestepona@gmail.com  

PART time native English speakers 
needed in Fuengirola for afternoon 
shift. Contract + commission + holi-
days, experience preferred but full 
training given. Please call 
952586140 

NEW OFFICE in Coín due to ex-
pansion we are looking for tele-
sales staff to sell on line adver-
tising to UK businesses. Excellent 
earnings, immediate start. For 
more information telephone 
610542883 

SUNCARE Advisor: Are you active, 
out-going and enthusiastic? Want a 
rewarding job, with contract and 
excellent earning potential? Sun-
care Central is recruiting in moti-
vated individuals for the summer 
season to work in and around the 
areas of Torremolinos, Benalmadena, 
Fuengirola/ La Cala/ Elviria/ Mar-
bella and San Pedro. It's a fun deal, 
with training and constant back-up. 
Sales and customer service experi-
ence is not essential! Car is a 
must...Interested? Send CV with 
photo to Coral cgonzalez@suncare-
central.com 

WE ARE a manufacturing company 
in the cosmetics industry with ex-
port worldwide. For our department 
of screen printing and pad printing 
East of Marbella, we are looking for 
an employee with corresponding 
knowledge, preferably with addi-
tional knowledge in mechanics. Ger-
man and/ or Spanish knowledge are 
an advantage. Please send your ap-
plication and CV to admin@lafon-
taine-tech.com 

REQUIRED Waiters/ess, &PR, Eng-
lish native, for Irish pub, Puerto 
Banús. 616599492 

RIVIERA relax villa needs hot and 
sexy women. Lots of work. 
611237884 

TELESALES wanted to work as ap-
pointment makers with a consulta-
tive approach. Must be IT literate. 
Sales experience 100% essential. 
Email CV to careers@rmt-group.com 
or call 951203002 

BUSY Office in Arroyo, requires call 
centre agents, no selling involved. 
Full and part-time hours available, 
Mon to Fri. Contract, basic wage and 
healthy commissions paid weekly. 
C V to jacquitelesales@gmail.com , 
602898453 for immediate start 

WELL established Dental clinic in 
Mijas Costa offers a surgery to a doc-
tor, ideally Cosmetic doctor. Call 
952934857 

EXPERIENCED Chef required for 
busy restaurant in Marbella centre. 
Fluent English, CV + references re-
quired. Phone 680224457 daytime 

BOUWERSGIDS.BE zoekt Belgische 
en Nederlandse televerkopers om 
ons product te promoten. Hoge ver-
diensten en wekelijkse betalingen. 
Info: 685855297 www.bouwers-
gids.be of info@bouwersgids.be 

PART time Secretary/Gallery assis-
tant needed, fluent Spanish and Eng-
lish writing and spoken. Marbella. 
Call 628205103 or Send CV to nim-
rodmesseg@gmail.com 

EVENING shift nanny required, 
Puerto Marina (Benalmadena area), 
for 3 children. 640158808. jolly-
jackthehat@hotmail.com 

PROFESSIONAL closer required: 
We are a professional business con-
sultancy with more than 25 years of 
industry experience, we now have 
positions for top closers to join us 
in our rapidly expanding private 
placement division, for the few mo-
tivated applicants we can offer: 
above average earnings. Access to 
our developed database . The op-
portunity to work seamlessly into 
each project. Commissions payable 
immediately on completion of docu-
mentation. This is a home-based po-
sition and you will need access to 
the internet and laptop... If you know 
you have the proven talent to close 
for a minimum of 35k USD we would 
love to hear from you. Please send 
C V with contact details to 
tsc244@icloud.com  

LOOKING for English teachers in 
Málaga, Fuengirola and La Línea. 
Send resumé to lynnesacad-
emy@gmail.com 

REQUIRE 2 self motivated positive 
enthusiastic people to join a grow-
ing team. Must have drivers license 
and car. Positions in sales with all 
tools, training base pay with excit-
ing and handsome bonus structures. 
English essential, other languages 
a plus. Please email CV to: XLVen-
tures@execs.com 

EXPERIENCED Telemarketers re-
quired for small friendly office. 
Native English. Contract, basic 
and weekly commissions. Full 
training given. Call 664898335 
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DPI REAL Estate is looking for tele-
marketers to deal with a massive 
amount of quality clients looking to 
buy property on the Costa del Sol. 
Excellent working conditions, basic 
salary and commission. Earning po-
tential of 60-100,000 euros p.a. 
You will need to be an excellent closer 
to be successful for this exciting po-
sition. Please call 952806609 or CV 
info@directpropertyinvest-
ments.com  

SPACE to rent in massage... Nail sa-
lon for manicurist in Riviera Mijas 
Costa. Nice space. Call 62267505 

WOMAN wanted to cook for couple 
in their villa 2 evenings a week. Must 
be a good cook and have ability to 
follow a recipe. Puerto Banus area. 
952818397  

BEAUTICIAN/ Nail technician need 
for busy Salon Torremolinos Center. 
Flexible hours. 640158808 

POOLS, gardens, English speaking, 
experience. San Pedro. 550 monthly. 
602515031 

ASSIAN massage wanted, 5 days 
week, 200 euros, experience not re-
quired. 603240133 

BAR PERSON wanted. Must have 
knowledge of making cocktails and 
gins. This is a full time position for 
our bar restaurant in Mijas. Please 
send up to date CV to r.hack-
shaw@live.com 

Marbellaapartment.com Due to 
our ongoing expansion, we are look-
ing for sales people, 1 for our French 
and 1 for our German clients for be-
ing served in their own languages. 
For both, English is a must, as it is 
our office language. More languages 
are clearly an advantage. Experi-
ence within the real estate business 
and a good knowledge of the Costa 
del Sol is a must. Very high commis-
sion. Please send CV to: ez.mv@mar-
bellavillas.com 

STAFF  required for new restaurant 
in Banus. Kitchen and front house. 
Conditions depending on experi-
ence. Jorge: 696240707 

ENGLISH teacher required for Coin 
and Marbella areas. Must be native 
speaker and have TEFL certificate, 
preferably Celta. Experience with 
young children and Cambridge also 
required. Send cv to cv@thelan-
guagehouse.es 

NEW company, based central Mar-
bella, regulated products, want ex-
perienced broker/ closers. Immedi-
ate start. Contact for confidential 
interview. 604193224/ Send CV 
with covering letter to info@jkings-
man.com 

FAMILY with sizeable residence in 
Estepona require extremely profes-
sional and trustworthy couple for 
housekeeping (cleaning, cooking) and 
maintenance (general garden and 
house) duties.  The couple will be re-
quired to live in (ample separate high 
standard accommodation is available 
on site).  Package reflects importance 
of the position.Applicants must have 
good local knowledge and speak Eng-
lish & Spanish to a very high level.  
Relevant experiences and good ref-
erences a must. Please send joint CV¿s  
and covering letter to: mercedess-
canlon@gmail.com 

TANGIER Opportunity. Mature Re-
ceptionist/manager required for 
boutique 9-room hotel in Tangier. 
Must be responsible and have good 
customer relations skills as well as 
fluent Spanish, English and a good 
working knowledge of French. CVs 
to johnb2712@gmail.com  

Situations Wanted 

NUDE model (male) seeks individ-
ual artist or group working with 
drawing, painting or sculpting. Also 
posing only, bodypaint/cast or CFNM. 
Very experienced. croquis-
model@sol.dk or direct 600 795 
608. Ole  

LISA Enciso responsible, experi-
enced, reliable. 672566489 look-
ing for domestic job 

FORMER Royal Household Head 
Housekeeper requires accommoda-
tion and small remuneration in re-
turn for Housekeeping in Marbella 
/Estepona area starting beginning 
of May . Please contact Audrey.mccu-
ne123@btinternet.com  

RELIABLE 57 year old man avail-
able for driving or personal assis-
tant work in San Pedro-Marbella 
area. Speaks Spanish, English, 
French. Telephone 610914337 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection. Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 645334512 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 
removals. Steve 722306194 

HOUSE/ Flats/Bars cleared. Top 
price paid, same day cash. 
611206962 

TIM'S outlet decoration and second 
hand furniture. Avda. de las Golon-
drinas 57A, Atalaya/ Isdabe. Open 
10.30-14.30 Monday-Saturday Tel: 
666903499 

CONTENTS of luxury 3 bedroom 
apartment for sale.Viewing possi-
ble in place. +0044 7802 737633 

SDMO 16KVA generator, cost 11,000 
(2002), asking 6,500. Call 
678207193 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

WE CLEAR houses, apartments, ga-
rages, bars, storage units. Tel. 
656187140. brian.d.hughes@hot-
mail.com 

4 PIECE patio suite with basket frame 
and 2 glass top patio tables. 
(100x180 / 80x80). 952763045 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

INSTANT cash! Cars, 4x4's & Mo-
torhomes wanted. 687474407 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 693028325 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call us on 951977329 

www.motorcadespain.com For 
one owner Spanish cars at U.K. 
prices 

CARS/ COMMERCIALS wanted. Any 
condition, non-runners, damaged. 
Cash. Buyer collects. Transfer in-
cluded. 605109796 

AUTOMATIC Toyota RAV4 AC/ CD. 
Good condition all round. ITV. 3,295 
Euros. Poss P/EX. 687474407 

CARS, VANS, 4WDS. BOUGHT AND 
SOLD. ESTABLISHED IN MAR-
BELLA FOR 36 YEARS. CARS SUP-
PLIED TO ORDER AT COMPETI-
TIVE PRICES. TEL. PETER 
635500164 

BMW 318CI MANUAL, 2000, 3,950 
EUROS. 320TD AUTO, 2000, 2,995 
EUROS. 525TD MANUAL, 2002, 
3,950 EUROS. 635500164  

AUDI A6 AUTO AVANT, 2000, 2,950 
EUROS. A6 AUTO SALOON, 2000, 
3,950 EUROS. A4 QUATTRO 
AVANT AUTO, 2000, 3,750 EUROS. 
635500164  

TATA INDICA 2008 45.000KMS. 
EXCELLENT 5 DOOR HATCHBACK. 
1,995 EUROS. 635500164 

BIG DISCOUNTS ON SELECTED 
CARS UNTIL JUNE. 635500164 

PEUGEOT 107. Great condition. 
2007 model. Very low kms, CD/ A/C. 
3,495 Euros. Poss. p/x. 687474407 

LEFT Hand Drive Vehicles Wanted. 
UK based company will arrange 
to collect from the UK. If you are 
returning to the UK we will offer 
top price for your vehicle. Des-
perately wanted -cars, vans, pick-
ups, people carriers, cabriolets. 
Spanish registered or English 
plates . Web: 
www.cheshamlhdcentre.co.uk; 
Email: sales@cheshamlhdcen-
tre.co.uk ; Tel: 0044 1494 776333 
Mob: 0044 7880 730863 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK or 
Spanish.. 693028325 

WANTED: Best prices paid for proper 
cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

1978 CORVETTE 25th edition in 
Silver with Black seats, 9,000 Euros 
ONO. 657993220 

CITROEN C4 2005 model, great 
condition, CD, A/C, new ITV, 3495 
Euros. Poss p/x. 687474407 

ALFA GTV 3.0 24V 2002, 6 speed, 
Spanish plated, very low kms. Lusso 
spec. car. 6950 OVNO 666435717 

FORD Focus, 2004, 5 door, alloys, 
CD/ AC.  2,895 Euros Poss P/X. 
687474407 

Buy / Sell Motorbikes 

MOTORCYCLES/ Scooters bought 
and sold, same day response, ITV, 
Gestoria service. 674843115 

Car / Van Hire 

CAR HIRE Long and short term. 
Airport meet and greet. Delivery 
service. Call 607334610 

Repairs 

CAR KEYS lost or need spare? Keys 
cut & paired with car, car opening, 
car key & remotes. Specialist. Ray 
679831166 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

HEADLIGHTS Polish, restore from 
15 Euros. Free home visits. 
622297221 

CLASSIC Cars Restoration 30 years' 
experience in simple repairs and up-
grades to ground up restoration, 
bodywork, upholstery etc. Classic 
Cars Marbella. www.classiccarsmar-
bella.com Tel. 697980431 

GT AUTOS Mijas. ITV's. Servicing 
and repairs. Diagnostics; engine ABS 
airbags, aircon. 952462852, 
622252570. 

Parking 

GARAGE at El Paraiso, Urb.Balcón 
de Benavista (Estepona), 14.50m2. 
High electric door (both cars, cara-
vans). 10,500 euros(ono). 
629919351 

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, 500 Pounds. 
(0044)7553367285 cars-
inspain@hotmail.com 
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CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 
WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf.  609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

15 BOATS for disposal in various 
condition all powerboats searay sun-
seeker, all priced to sell. Please call 
for more information PX why 
(0044)7873805566 www. sports-
boatprojects.com 

INTERNATIONAL Skipper license: 
Course held in English, and starts 
soon. RYA VHF and Radar Courses. 
636444929  

5 METER Wellman Fisherman, 90HP 
engine on SSR, complete with Bimimi 
and 4 life jackets plus extras. 2,750 
Euros. 657993220 

imperialyachting@gmail.com 
Boats Yachts No Sale No Fee. Eu-
ropes largest brokerage 

PUERTO Cabopino. RYA Training 
Center. Boating Licence. All wa-
tersports and Dolphin trips. Tel: 
Barry/Nigel: 952837070-
670659218.www.splashwater-
sports.com 

PUERTO Banus 8 M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

REMOVALS 
AND  STORAGE 

MAN & VAN Removals, clearances. 
100% reliable. Always punctual. 20E 
p/h. 622020856  

MALAGA to Manchester every 2 
weeks. Part/ full loads. Dogs 250, 
cats 200. We can help you sell your 
Spanish/ Uk car or any other items. 
micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655.  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK and Ire-
land. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

BRITANNIA Southern. Storage in 
wooden containers. 5 mins from El 
Corte Ingles of Mijas Costa. Over 
300 containers. Trading since 1978. 
Tel: 952470707 www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA Southern. Worldwide 
container shipping. Proven track re-
cord. Customs formalities and ad-
vice. Quality packing materials sold. 
Tel: 952470707 www.southern.es 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

VAN+MAN/ Men removals, 17E 
P/H. Secure storage, 9E P/W. 
611206962 

MAN VAN Removals, 20 Euros/Hour 
3 Vans available. 696810618. 
info@moveit-storeit.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

HANDYMAN and van, small remov-
als, Ikea collections, assembly, clear-
ances Eur20 hourly. 603257612 

F1 EUROPEAN Freight SL. Spain-
UK-Spain. All storage and transpor-
tation needs catered for. UK: 
(0044)7970881273, Spain: 
(0034)622848608. gavin@f1eu-
ropeanfreight.com 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WWW.SPANISHMOVES.CO.UK 
15M VAN LEAVING SPAIN FOR THE 
UK MAY 5TH. SPACE AVAILABLE 
BOTH WAYS. 639928090 LOCAL 
REMOVALS TOO 

HIRE SERVICES 
MOBILITY Scooters, electric wheel-
chairs and wheelchairs for sale or 
rent. Same day delivery! Scooters 
also bought for cash!! New batter-
ies supplied and fitted. Call 
609581139. www.mobiltyscoot-
ersdirectspain.com  

www.mrmobility.eu Mobility 
Scooters 39E/ PW delivery. Long 
term deals. 611206962 

SCOOTER electric, red color, year 
2010, 4 wheels, very good condi-
tion. 750 Euros. Phone: 615196455 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

ATTRACTIVE 30 years old Thai, for 
holiday Escort. You won't regret it! 
602428556 

GENTLE man WLTM a very special 
lady.. aged 45+ for an exclusive re-
lationship. cunnilingus4u@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Clairvoyants 

PSYCHIC Tarot and predictive as-
trology readings. Calahonda. 
www.garywilliamsparanor-
mal.com. 952932600 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Doctors 

SKIN Specialist NHS Registered. 
Treats all kinds of skin problems. 
Consultation 70 Euros. Dr. Eva. Fuen-
girola 664747267 www.dermadel-
sol.com 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

RELAXING, full-body 2 body mas-
sages. Tantric, Nuru, Kyokuero... In-
calls/ outcalls. Elena 635290724  

SHAVING secret zone by experi-
enced mature Japanese masseuse. 
Ladies also welcome. 20 Euros. Fuen-
girola. 610396186 

BEST deep tissue, sport, relaxing 
massage. Free home visits. 
622297221 

PROFESSIONAL team qualified mas-
seuse and masseur in Riviera del Sol. 
Therapeutic deep tissue massage, 
relaxing massage and reflexology. 
For details call Orchidreflexology, 
622675050 

FANTASTIC massage. Female mas-
seuse. Home:Miraflores, Visits:Fuen-
girola to Estepona. 7 days. Tel. 
603135167 

DON'T want to be in pain anymore? 
Newly opened sports massage clinic 
in Calahonda. Specialising in chronic 
and acute tensions and pains. You 
don't have to be sporty, I'll help you 
out. Always free parking. Visit kos-
maasportsmassage.com or call 
655377405. Service also in Finnish! 

QUALIFIED masseuse: Therapeu-
tic, Sport, Relaxing massage. 
622675050 C/Polaris nº10 CC lo-
cal-6 Riviera del Sol 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

SEX THERAPY Marbella. COSRT 
and BACP Accredited psychosex-
ual therapist. Individuals and Cou-
ples. www.sextherapymarbella.es 
Richard 608 594 608 

LIBERTY Counselling Services. Quali-
fied Counsellors... mbacp. Individu-
als and Couples, Face to Face or Skype 
Counselling, www.liberty-cs.com. 
Offices in Estepona and Gibraltar 
(0034)667236402 -
(0035)058009734 

COUNSELLING, Coaching, Hypno-
therapy, Meditation. Fully Qualified. 
Contact UME on 722681545 
(Whatsapp) 

ALTERNATIVE teraphy, www.hu-
manitytoo.com, Ionic, Detox, Mag-
netic Analyzer, foot massage, face 
lifting, energetic treatment, Reiki. 
611343625 

Dentists 

DENTAL Emergencies 24 hours. "Sol 
Dental Clinic" Ricardo Soriano 4, 5º 
D Marbella. 952771142 - 
699917137 

Hairdressers 

EDUARDO'S mobile hairdressing. 
Experienced & Reliable. Call/ 
Whatsapp 637102249 for an ap-
pointment/ price 

Others 

SPACE to rent in massage... Nail sa-
lon for manicurist in Riviera Mijas 
Costa. Nice space. Call 622675050 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

SKY FULLY installed from 230 Euros 
with all BBC's and ITV 1. Call Mar-
tin 650067389 

ENGLISH CHANNELS. Movies, Sky 
TV, Sports, Catch-up & more. One 
off payment. 653061472 

TNT SAT France 50 chaines fran-
caises son abonement José Sotto 
1978 952443838 670443838 

BBC1/2 and all free view hd TV sat-
ellite 80 cm dish no internet no card 
José Sotto 1978 952443838 
670443838 

SATELLITE TV sales repairs realig-
nement europeens José Sotto 1978 
952443838 670443838 

BRITISH TV full sky pack ip inter-
net no dish no card also all euro-
peens channels free demo all cost 
coverage José Sotto 952443838 
670443838 josesotto@ono.com 

SATELLITE/ IPTV: Now TV engineer 
for all your problems and upgrades. 
24hrs. Call/ Whatsapp 610789343 

Repairs 

ALL TYPE TV satellite repairs José 
Sotto 952443838 670443838 

GOLF 

TWO ELECTRIC trolleys, Hill Billy 
and Ariel, complete with batteries 
and chargers. Excellent condition. 
140 Euros each. Tel 628604912 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. Los Boliches. 
info@daytona.es or call 952667395  

PC DOCTOR Repairs and Sales. Lap-
tops in English. Speed up your PC. 
Remove viruses. Come to us or call 
us out. 952591071  

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

COMPUTER repairs in your home 
or office. Experienced and reli-
able. All hardware and software 
problems resolved. Call Ron Jones: 
618016941 

LAPTOP Repair Centre. Broken 
screens, iPads, Phones, mother-
boards, water damage. Repairs from 
35 euros. Call 952591071 

Websites 

WEBSITE designs and maintenance. 
Search Engine Optimization. Online 
Invoicing and CRM 50 Euros/month. 
Hosting from 5 Euros/month. Call 
952591071  

Others 

IMPROUVE you speed and wifi cov-
erage José Sotto 1978 952443838 
670443838 
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CLASSES 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with automatic 
car! Fuengirola/ Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH teacher at your house. Na-
tive, qualified and experienced. New 
method. All coast and inland cov-
ered. jmg78solutions@gmail.com 
678997388  

SINGING/ piano lessons in Marbella. 
All ages and stages. Lucy academy-
trained. 661690986 

WWW.MOONLIGHTDANCESTU-
DIOS.COM Best Dance School in 
Costa del Sol, Ballroom/Latin Dance, 
Personalised Programs, Wedding 
Dance, Complimentary First Lesson. 
Call us: 687792245 

NATIVE English tutor, TEFL, one to 
one and small groups. Exam prepa-
ration, homework. Experience lan-
guage & international schools, jolly 
phonics. Hablo español. Contact 
622861790 

RIDING courses and dressage les-
sons in Axarquia. Workshops for 
"groundwork", all possible in your 
stable. Teacher comes to your sta-
ble: Contact: 680760545 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

CHIHUAHUA pedigree puppies 
with passport. All year available. 
951312860/ 654285667 

PUPPIES German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated, microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

STEFANIE'S Kennels and Cattery, 
Estepona. 952790943 Excellent fa-
cilities for your pets. Fully licensed, 
and established for 30 years. View-
ing recommended. Please visit our 
website stefanieskennels.com 

Pet Transport 

PETS EURO Travel UK based trans-
porting pets Spain/ France/ UK & 
mainland Europe since 2002. Per-
sonally escorted pets in small groups 
by MPV. Passenger possibilities. For 
quotes, schedules, and availability, 
please contact our Website/Face-
book: www.petseurotravel.co.uk; 
Email: petseurotravel@talktalk.net. 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles- be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. (0034) 651033670 or 
(0034) 637 066 227 E-mail: 
info@pet-couriers.com 

ADULT 

RELAXATION 

Female 

INCOMPARABLE ladies rigorously 
selected. Malaga/Centre. We at-
tend permanently. Very discreet. 
Reasonable prices. 
952604172//603138200 
(Whatsapp). https://aticosex.com 

EVA BRAZILIAN brunette, 30 years, 
All services. Puerto Banús. 
617661836 

FROM 30E Celina. Boliches. Nice, 
kind lady! Private apartment, only 
discreet gentleman! Kisses. Black 
kiss. Body & face ejaculation. Toys. 
Anal. Complete natural French. Mas-
sages in lovely, cosy atmosphere! 
Appointments. 622210797 

FUENGIROLA: Lots of dirty fun! 
Spanking, domination, bondage. 
Visits.Gloria. 632157758  

ANA, BEAUTIFUL Spanish lady, 
35, just for VIP gentlemen. Lux-
ury apartment. Benalmádena 
Costa. 645605957 

CASSIE: Mature English lady. Dis-
creet and clean. Call Fuengirola, 
667914732 

DELUXE PRIVATE VILLA: FUEN-
GIROLA/ MIJAS COSTA: 12 SEÑO-
RITAS, ELEGANT, SUPERAFFE-
CIONATE. ALL SERVICES. 3 INDE-
PENDENT SALONS. AIR/COND. 9 
ROOMS. POOL. PRIVATE PARK-
ING. GROUPS, EVENTS, PRIVATE 
PARTIES. 24HRS. HOTELS. VISA. 
605322635/952582150. FROM 
30EUROS. 

www.actiweb.es/sexylady Cala-
honda. Beautiful Spanish model, 28. 
Discretion. 693800497 

NVA ANDALUCIA: A spellbinding 
rare gem, very sexy, slim, horny and 
submissive girl offers you a special 
experience with exceptional pleas-
ure. All services, including sensual 
massages (qualified independent 
masseuse) with natural French and 
happy ending. Private apartment. 
656350401 

TORROX Costa. María, beautiful 
sexy. Erotic massages. All serv-
ices. 631430967 

BENALMADENA. Samantha, es-
cort, blonde, European, nice 
boobs, good English. 633010663 

MARBELLA Centre. Villa with 12 
precious girls (+18 ), 30 minutes: 
50 euros, 1 hour: 100 euros. Open 
24 hours. Call 620366817  

ASIAN masseuse. Marbella. Gina 
erotic, sensual. Thai body2body 
massage. Happy ending. 24hrs. 
Send photos. Outcalls. Visa. Amex. 
672420027 

NEW MARBELLA: 2 Student sis-
ters (18+), Gina blonde, Lorena 
brunette. French without. Anal. 
24hrs. We send photos. 
617791644 

PUERTO Banús: Alba explosive 
blonde, 130 breast, special serv-
ices, tongue kisses, French with-
out, anal. Toys. I send photos. 
Visa/Amex. 680554614 

MARBELLA. Gabrielle Dominatrix 
I enjoy torturing, humiliation, 
Golden rain. Black kiss. Anal. La-
tex. Leather. Tongue kisses. I send 
photos. 24 hours. Visa/Amex. 
672420027 

PUERTO Banus: Brazilian bisex-
ual mulatas. Special couples. Pho-
tos. 24h. Visa/Amex. 617791644 

STUNNING girl(+18). Tantra mas-
sage. Skandinavisk velkomen. 
Marbella centre. www.annatan-
tra.com 633060678 

SABINILLAS sensual blonde. In/out-
calls. Discretion. Pleasure guaran-
tee 100%. Tel. 602617318 

44 YEAR old blonde. Natural 
French. Toys. No limits. Secluded 
facilities. Call 663265150 sashas-
passion.com 

COMPLIANT Genuine couple (will-
ing wife and knowing husband) of-
fer an incredibly sexual and unique 
experience to ladies, couples and 
gentlemen. Indulge your fantasy, be 
a voyeur, or simply enjoy very spe-
cial pleasures with us. Private apart-
ment in Nueva Andalucia or out calls 
685189518 

NEW BLACK Pearl 20, Chocolate 
body, French, massages, kisses. 
Nva.Andalucía 603274416 

ESTEPONA MARTA 34 120 BUST, 
GREEK, OUTCALLS 24h. VISA 
625155525  

DISCRETION, privacy, Fuengirola 
(Boliches), beautiful woman 
(35yrs), big breast. 617818615 
(10am-8pm) 

FUENGIROLA PORT THE FAMOUS 
SEVEN YEARS ESTABLISHED 5 
STAR APARTMENT. ONLY ONE 
MINUTE WALK FROM THE LON-
DON PUB. WE HAVE THE ONLY 
GENUINE NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 
GUARANTEE ON THE COAST. YOU 
GET EXACTLY WHAT YOU PAY 
FOR. OUR PUSSIES GIVE THE FULL 
TIME. YOU DON'T LEAVE EARLY! 
THIS IS WHAT YOU RECEIVE ALL 
INCLUSIVE. STEP ONE MIND-
BLOWING ORAL SEX. STEP TWO 
ANY POSITION STEAMY SEX, CUM 
TWICE IF YOU CAN. STEP THREE 
FULL BODY2BODY MASSAGE. 
PRICES INCLUDING A DRINK. 
30.MINS/40.EUROS. RECOM-
MENDED THE HOUSE SPECIAL 
45.MINS ONLY 50.EUROS OR THE 
FULL HOUR JUST 70 EUROS. 
MAYBE TWO GIRL COMBINATION. 
SEE A CHOICE OF PUSSIES IN OUR 
UNIQUE LOUNGE, DRESSED IN 
HEELS AND EXOTIC UNDIES. THEN 
ENTER ONE OF OUR FULLY 
EQUIPPED BOUDOIRS CONTAIN-
ING PORNO DVDS, TOYS, DRAPED 
BEDS, ON HAND SHOWERS HOT 
AND COLD RUNNING PUSSIES. 
ENJOY THE RIDE! OPEN MON TO 
FRI 11AM TO 8.00 NIGHT. NOW 
OPEN SAT 11AM TO 5PM. CLOSED 
SUN. ALL CALLS ANSWERED IN 
ENGLISH. PUSSIE PHONE NUM-
BERS 661064376/663645432. 
FUENGIROLA PORT OFTEN COP-
IED BUT NEVER NEVER 
EQUALLED! YOUR BUSINESS IS 
OUR PLEASURE, CUM SOON. AL-
WAYS LOOKING FOR NEW GIRLS!! 

GERMAN Mistress Melany 42, at-
tractive blond. Fuengirola from 10am 
to 6pm. 667407779 

MARBELLA Centre. Andrea. Pretty, 
sexy... Erotic masseuse. Nuru, 
body2body, happy ending tantra. 
Total luscious. 697232876 

PETITE brunette. I love sex do you? 
Call me now! Couples welcome! Lia, 
Fuengirola 634168441 English spo-
ken 

PRETTY woman, Nikita, 1,65cm/ 
45kgs. 84/60/84 Fantastic skills. 
Couples. Domination. Speak Eng-
lish. To feel good call Fuengirola 
604235410 

www.casakinkspain.com Dungeon-
studio. Massage. Fantasies. Squirt-
ing. Role play. All serv-
ices.662913428 

RAQUEL Young Brazilian brunette, 
sexy. Pº Maritimo, Nº23 Fuengirola 
626039574 

TORROX Mónica 30-ish, Spanish 
superbrunette, big breast, massages. 
Opposite supermarket Dia, block 88, 
1st floor, door-2. Appointments. 
633527010 

THAI attractive, erotic massage, 
happy end, prostatic, relaxing. Vis-
its. Benalmádena Torrequebrada 
Golf, beach. www.mememas-
sage.com 602428556 whatssapp 

FUENGIROLA: Oriental young beau-
tiful Japaneses. Complete services. 
Outcalls. 24hrs. 693988340 

CANCELADA: 2 beautiful hot girl-
friends, playful. All services. 
604109768 

MARY: Erotic massage, happy end-
ing & much more! 697441387 
Fuengirola Port. 40 Euros 

BENALMADENA: Bianca sexy 
blonde, big tits. Private discreet 
apartment. Hotel visits. 631146080 

DANIELLY Fuengirola. 30. Beauti-
ful young, sexy Brazilian. Kisses, 
erotic, prostatic massages. Hot sex! 
French without. Perla 6. 697883690 

OPEN minded couple. She 40. 36DD 
Nymph looking for generous men 
voyeur/ participant. Riviera. Phone, 
text, whatsapp 602539075 

LOVEMASSAGE Mature perfect 
hands, curves, breast unforgetta-
ble, All services. Benalmadena. 
617695685 

BENALMADENA Costa: Nice cou-
ple available for guys, ladies and 
couples. Private apartment. Out-
calls. 631146803 

ENGLISH ROSE privately educated, 
well spoken, well dressed, sophis-
ticated and slim, looking to accom-
pany business men. Lunch/ dinner 
optional. Discretion assured. 
699859054 

ESTEPONA. NANCY, 20, BEAUTI-
FUL, PLEASING, OUTCALLS, HO-
TELS. 24H. VISA. 603317023  

MATURE Elegant lady. Voluptu-
ous bust. All services. Only hotel 
& home visits. 687387680 

4O EUROS: Divorced charming, 
sexy lady. Superbody. Kiss, 69. 
Massage. Sex. Visits. Fuengirola 
625912315 

ESTEPONA/ Benahavis Exit: 3 horny 
birds, slim, seductive. Tantra, pros-
tate massage, French and more. 
Complete service. 602891749 

LORA Cubana 22, fleshy lips, natu-
ral French. Locrimar. Nva.Anda-
lucía. 673251634 

NEW ROSSI Beautiful student. Natu-
ral French. Kisses. Massages. Nva.An-
daluica 602531054 

YOUNG beginner, caring, luscious, 
French without. Discreet. Marbella/ 
Estepona 722520777 

ESTEPONA. CARMEN MATURE, 
160 BREAST, SLIM, SUPERLUS-
CIOUS. NO LIMITS. APPOINT-
MENTS. 603317023 

NVA. ANDALUCIA: Casino. Latina 
Fitness blonde girl, 24 year. Come 
to enjoy tantric massage, full serv-
ice by magic hands. Kisses. Pri-
vate apartament. Pictures 
whatsapp. 615379423 

ESTEPONA: Pretty young charm-
ing girl. Special Tanta massage. 
602891749 

SPECTACULAR ladies, pretty and 
compliant. Exclusive services. Un-
beatable attention. Luxury chalet. 
Whatever you want!!! 24h. Visa.  
VISA. www.butterflygirls.es 
951274723, 637138703   

NEAR Elviria, Vicky, blonde Brazil-
ian nymphomaniac with fire in my 
veins. I love sex to the limit. I¿ll re-
ceive you in sexy lingerie.  50 ¿ 
650237102   

MIRAFLORES, Paola, mature Bra-
zilian, passionate, wild and horny. 
I¿m the lover you can enjoy every-
thing you want with.  24h. 
608949543   

RIVIERA. Andrea, passionate Co-
lombian. I¿m always ready and horny 
because I love sex and enjoying it 
with someone new like you. I want 
you to come and come, till you stop 
me and say no more¿  650237145   

CALAHONDA, Valentina, 27, sex 
goddess, nymphomaniac, horny and 
multi-orgasmic. I¿m a real volcano, 
but very friendly and understand-
ing. Incalls and outcalls.   24h. 
650237102   

LUXURY escort. Alina, Russian, 25. 
With a spectacular body and wild 
mind, I¿ll offer you everything you 
have always desired. Sex without 
limit and guaranteed pleasure. 
616368985   

SADOMASOCHISM. Totally 
equipped dungeon. Leather and la-
tex clothing, toys, outfits, really 
wild.   648814653 

NERJA Alis. Sensual massage. Natu-
ral sexy, loving lady. 642022387 
www.relaxenmalaga.com 

MÁLAGA Japanese. Young beau-
ties. All services. Outcalls. 24hrs. 
688181075 www.relaxen-
malaga.com  

MULATA 25, busty, slim, juicy 
French. All services. (Rode-
ito)Nva.Andalucía. 697219468 

ASIAN Balines, Thai- Hilot massage 
attracative lady, simpathic, body-
body, multiorgasmic, massage, stress 
free, luxury atmosphere, no rush. 
604143788 Marbella. 

NEW Argentinian, Asian, Russian 
multiorgasmic, sexy. Luxury atmos-
phere. Near Banús. 618448131 
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TRY SOMETHING different, Asian, 
European amazing pleasure, mul-
tiorgasmic, luxury, San Pedro/ Banús. 
618448131 

FUENGIROLA: Luana 30 Euros: 
Beautiful Brazilian, affectionate, 
elegant, French without, complete 
sex. Relaxing, prostatic massages. 
Discreet apartment. Pº Maritimo. 
Outcalls. 602419749 

BRITISH blonde mature, slim sexy, 
all services incl oral CIM, Greek, 
GFE, over nights, great rates, let 
me be your guilty pleasure, serv-
ice with a smile, discreet villa 
Coín.681614955 Zarah  

NATALY (20) Pretty Turkish. Gor-
geous body. Also out-calls/ 24H 
611237548 

TINA 19 years, Bulgarian. Very 
pretty, slim, big tits!! Work 24 hours. 
Out-calls. 652706624 

ANA 25 Hungarian. Hot & horny. 24 
hours. Out-calls. 611238013. 

MIA (20) Dominican Republic. Pretty 
& sexy. Available 24 hours... 
652590064 

SWEET DREAMS Riviera del Sol. 
Reach the highest pleasure with 7 
unforgettable ladies (various na-
tionalities) Discreet and beautiful 
place. Open 24H Out-calls around 
the coast. Visit our web page: 
www.sweetdreamsescort.com Whas-
tapp: 611237548Mobil: 652590064 
- Call us to fulfil all your fantasies. 

MISS LUCY Sexy girl. Bondage, foot-
fetish, trampling, spanking, strap-
on. 604104187 

HELLO Slim,  brunette, mature, 1 
hour for complete and total passion. 
Marbella 674946727 

COSTA. New, busty, super body, 
pleasing. Massage. Discreet. Visits. 
602451846 

NVA ANDALUCIA: Malu sexy black 
Brazilian. Spectacular body, sexy 
blowjob. Discreet apartment. Vis-
its. 677680928 

FUENGIROLA Centre: Young, sweet 
Latina. Waiting in private apartment. 
Also outcalls. 24h. 603103255 

BEAUTIFUL young lady 4FemDom 
lovers. Beginners/Experienced. Own 
dungeon. www.MistressUrsulaDomi-
natrix.com 672870066 

ESTEPONA area: Attractive ladies, 
different nationalities, sexy, flirty. 
Full erotic complete service. In and 
outcalls. 604109768 

BENALMADENA: Sexy Vicky, pe-
tite European. Fluent English. In/ 
Outcalls. 605382376 

VALERIA Explosive blonde lady, tall, 
slim, amazing body. Alone. Visits. 
Fuengirola. 645131273 

NEW Marbella center, Lisa, 27, high 
standing georgeous, exotic, beau-
tiful, very horny charming smile and 
fit atheltic body, 1.67 - 52 kg, long 
brown, curly hair, sexy, erotic, full 
massage, body to body, blowjob, 
kisses, deep troat and more, out-
calls, incalls, speak English et parle 
francais. 632948212 

FUENGIROLA: Jennifer Exclusive! 
Horny, playful sexy lady! All serv-
ices. 632381963 

FUENGIROLA Beautiful mature bru-
nette, elegant, clean, horny. Dis-
creet. 632381963 Ludi 

MARBELLA, Monika, pretty mature, 
busty, all services, no rush. In/ out. 
645617779 

CAMILA 26, Beautiful blonde, pert 
ass, complete, pleasing. Avda. Je-
sus Santos Rein nº21-5B Fuengi-
rola. (Next to Fairgrounds.) 
631429217 

PUERTO Banus next to Casino. Un-
forgettable experience for nice 
gentlemen with beautiful girl from 
Poland. 617700999 

ATTRACTIVE English speaking girls 
aged 20 to 35, required for new es-
tablishment opening soon near Ca-
lahonda. Call 689550428 

ENGLISH Stephanie 33: Fuengirola 
(next to bus station). Size 8, 32GG 
very busty, long dark hair. No hid-
den extras, no upper age limit. Oral 
w/o, cim, passionate sex, massage. 
I love wearing heels and suspend-
ers. Toys, shower. 30 mins 40E, 45 
mins 50E, 1hr 70E. Avail Mon-Sat 
10.30am - 7pm. Call, text, whatsapp 
602636606. www.escortinmar-
bella.com  

DIRTY old lady speaks English. In/ 
outcalls hotels. Fuengirola 
632868590 

HUGE bust, Lina XL 37, relaxing 
massage, all services. Fluent Eng-
lish. Fuengirola. 634163056 

FUENGIROLA Center: 4 beautiful 
señoritas, blonde & brunette. Dis-
creet apartment. Easy parking. 
603719177 

NEW FUENGIROLA: Nicol beauti-
ful 22 year old slim blonde. Fuen-
girola. 603719177 

NVA ANDALUCIA: Beautiful blonde, 
big tits, superbody, lingerie, sexual 
toys, 69, French watersports, mas-
sage. Discreet apartment. Visits. 
645898573 Juliana 

VICKY blond, big nipples, beau-
tiful ass. Full services. Visit. 24hrs. 
632118018 Fuengirola 50 Euros 

FUENGIROLA: Luxurious private 
villa. Beautiful friendly girls. Call 
602566737 for your invitation to 
the Secret Garden. But shhh... don't 
tell anyone 

TORRE del Mar: Mulata Stunning 
curves, All services. Wet, moist 
French. 24hrs. 602452596 

MASSAGE Center: Tantric and erotic. 
Pleasure, elegance, discretion. The 
best of the Costa del Sol. www.tan-
tranubha.com 649808695 
Benalmádena Costa 

JAPANESE Stunning goddess. Tan-
tric and sexual body/to/body mas-
sage. Very good sexual services. 
Hotel and home visiting. Luxury 
private discreet apartment. Fuen-
girola. 673253870 

THAI beautiful sexy lady to pro-
vide you with the latest erotic 
services. Enjoy comfort 
Body/to/body massage, Tantric 
massage, chest massage, happy 
end. Private apartment. Opposite 
Hotel Las Palmeras Fuengirola. 
Visits. 602382363 

MARBELLA Carmen, mature, mas-
sage, 602475138, big ass, Greek, 
French till end. Avenida Arias Mal-
donado 1, Iberest 1, apt 3-G  

Male 

ALEJANDRO 24 years, sexual mas-
sage with happy ending. Own apart-
ment. Outcalls. 24 hrs. 665344158 

50S ENGLISH Bi-curious, gent look-
ing for adult fun, couples and sin-
gles. Can accom or travel, no fees. 
697222336 

ASIAN boy, 19, skinny and toned, 
mind blowing massage. Fuengi-
rola area. In/out. 24hrs. 
602595649 

LAS CHAPAS handsome boy, super-
endowed. If you want unlimited sex 
and company, Call me 603202758 

FUENGIROLA Male to male full body 
massage. Very discreet, private villa. 
634004512 

OOLDER submissive WLTM a spe-
cial male 50+ who has own secluded 
venue for regular sessions of ex-
treme. outrefun1@yahoo.co.uk 

MALE to male, full body massage, 
Mijas Pueblo. 609321958  

MARBELLA center, tall and sexy hot 
man for your sexual desires. In/ out-
calls. 657328140 

Transvestites 

TRANSSEXUAL Sophia, beautiful 
brunette, active/ passive, great 
bust, well hung. 662045252. Fuen-
girola. www.escortswow.es/sofi-
abiagg 

ESTEPONA. BEAUTIFUL TRANS-
VESTITE, 20, MILKY, BUSTY, OUT-
CALLS, 24H. VISA 660874904 

1 HOUR 50E! Transvestite Fany, 
Spanish, beautiful, superendowed. 
691762717 Torremolinos 

PIETRA Trans: Stunning blonde, 
bodybuilder, voluptuous, huge sur-
prise 10inches superendowed, very 
active and dominant. Full services 
including outcalls throughout Costa 
del Sol. Want a unforgettable mo-
ment call me!! 633190467 Fuengi-
rola 

MARBELLA center, gorgeous Thai 
ladyboy, slim, kissable lips, name it 
and you have it. 663612830 

TORRE del mar: Transvestite Karina 
26 years, beautiful blonde, femi-
nine, endowed. 667846464 

PUERTO Banus. Gorgeous Asian la-
dyboy naughty and sexy. Full of fun 
and pleasure. Active, passive.  In-
calls/outcalls 602648925 

Massage 

WWW.TANTRACENTER.ES PLEAS-
URE WITHOUT LIMITS, SPEC-
TACULAR MASSEUSE. MASSAGE 
EROTIC... WITH!!!SHOCKING END! 
952216145/ 644452369 

SAYAN. Tantra massage for ladies, 
gentlemen & couples. Ultimate 
bliss at a very nice place. Fuengi-
rola. 952586339 /608977260 
www.masajessayan.es  

MARBELLA. Monik, sexy lady. Ti-
tled chiropractor,relaxing, thera-
peutic, Chinese techniques, magic 
hands, portable massage bed. Pri-
vate apartment. Hotel Visits. 
686740661 

DISCOVER the benefits of tantric 
massages! Feel the pleasure in your 
skin...635290724 

FUENGIROLA Carolina, blonde, ele-
gant, relaxing massage, full erotic 
massage. Whatsapp. Message: 
634797230 

MIAH, Fuengirola. Erotic, profes-

sional massage, body2body, happy 

ending. Miah, 647101046 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse: Mas-

sages till end with optional end. 

666770405 Estepona 

44 YEAR old brunette, slender, natu-

ral French, Greek, toys, squirting, 

no limits, dungeon. Secluded facili-

ties. Call 662913428 Check me out 

at: www.Lailalynch1.com 

PURE ecstasy in Nueva Andalucia 

with young pretty independent mas-

seuse. Erotic body, tantric and other 

completely relaxing massages in pri-

vate apartment. 656350401 

MASSEUSE professional Russian. 

Relaxing, therapeutic massage. Pri-

vate. 722783578/ 634307345 

MARBELLA centre. New. Luxury 
center with wide selection of expert 
masseuse... Sensual, erotic. Nuru 
erotic tantra, body to body lingam 
and prostatic. Unique experience 4 
hands, pleasant and exciting, dou-
ble stimulation. Massage for cou-
ples. Open: 9:00am/9:00pm. Ap-
pointment: 952867663/ 
690046233 

TANTRAZENN Fuengirola: Indulge 
yourself in the hands of masseuses. 
Stimulate your senses. Welcome 
to the Tantra world. www.tantra-
zenn.com. 608016983 

40 EUROS: Sensitive, relaxing, 
prostatic massage. Happy ending. 
Fuengirola. 625912315 

MARBELLA. Camila, beautiful, ele-
gant, exotic, full body massage. 
Whatsupp 603169139 www.mys-
ticmassage.es 

VICTORIA, Marbella, long hair. Beau-
tiful shape, horny, sweet, sensual 
erotic massage. Discreet place. 
604229713 

ASIAN qualified offer an authentic 
proffessional massage relieve, pain 
and stress, luxury, private. Marbella 
center. 604143788 

GORGEOUS Paola. Erotic, tantric, 
b2b massage. Foot fetishism.  re-
laxingtouch.es 602448534 

www.masajesbudamalaga.com 
Luxury Tantra Spa with the best 
erotic massage and installations 
in the Coast. Relax & pleasure with 
beautiful girls. Tlf & Whatsapp 
605265433 

FUENGIROLA: Madonna, Hot 
oil/horny massage with my boobs! 
Happy ending.632157758 

TORREMOLINOS: Do you want to 
have fun with 2 girls, blonde/ bru-
nette? Exciting, erotic, body2body 
massage. 633578665 

MIJASCosta. Exotic, busty, mature, 
sexy, no rush. In/ out. 658039189 

touch4men.com Professional Erotic 
man2man massage. Incalls Torre-
molinos. Outcalls Costa del Sol. 
628746407 

PROFESSIONAL exotic deep relax-
ing Yoni Tantra Massage for ladies. 
602098606 

FUENGIROLA: Erotic massage. For 
a mere 80 Euros/ hour enjoy a sen-
sual experience with a delightful 
finalé from one of our attractive 
masseuses. 602570272 

JAPANESE Hottie gay massage ex-
clusive for men with amazing end-
ing. Also outcalls. Marbella. 
664177216 

Various 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 



76 April 28th to May 4th 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISHCLUBS

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  

Estepona: 671846204. Mijas Costa: 
615758959. Fuengirola: 952468106. 
Costa del Sol-Benalmádena: 952442655. 
Torre del Mar: 628343198 
Nerja: 952526423. Los Romanes: 
618293749. Torremolinos: 952112141  
Welfare 654254799.  Coín: 663157776 
www.coinrbl.info Marbella: 952774572 
www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/marbe
lla  Alhaurín el Grande: 952 11 21 18 / 
637 134 616. Albox (Alm.): 
etgoodey@yahoo.co.uk  
Benajarafe: 685413642. Mollina: 

957535211. Riders’ branch: 
952514226/653108415 

BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

andalucia@britchamber.com   951203094          

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

English-speaking groups. 600 379 110. 

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 

English meetings: 662180326 

POSITIVELY PINK ASSOCIATION 

Breast cancer. www.positively-pink.com  
info@positively-pink.com  

DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP 

Fuengirola. Anne Bowles: 607879450 
annediabetics@gmail.com 

MY WEIGH, WEIGHT LOSS 

www.facebook.com/myweighspain 
952583907/ 663674804 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 
Aimee Tel: 692470170 

CUDECA SUPPORT GROUPS 

952 564 910 or susanhannam@cudeca.org 

Estepona: ACE Club 11.30am 1st 
Thursday. Nerja: Cáritas 11.30am 2nd 
Thursday. Cómpeta: 11.30am 3rd 
Thursday, Axareducación. 

MABS CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 

Fourth Tuesday, Miraflores Club, Marbella, 
11.30 a.m. 952833568/ 647054945 

CANCER SUCKS SPAIN  

Cancer support group. 662446388 
Facebook & cancersucksspain@outlook.com 

AGE CARE ASSOCIATION 

11am-1pm, Mon, La Iglesia Bar, 
Benalmádena; 11am-1pm. Tues, Baptist 
Church, Calahonda; 11am-12.30pm. Wed, 
Salon Varietés Bar, Fuengirola; 11am-
12.30pm. Thur, Hogar de Pensionistas, Cala 

de Mijas. Advice: 952933409 
info@agecarecosta.org  

AGE CONCERN 

Estepona and Manilva. Lifeline 608458555. 
acesteponaymanilva@ageconcernespana.o
rg / www.acesteponaymanilva.org 
Fuengirola y Mijas. Lifeline 652 53 76 15 

LOS CLAVELES CHARITY 

Marion Winter, 952863926 

ANREM -  RESIDENTS & FOREIGNERS  

info@anrem.org 630927226 anrem.org 

FOREIGN RESIDENTS’ ASS. ANDALUCIA 

thefraa@hotmail.com 658426227 

LUX MUNDI ECUMENICAL CENTRE 

Torre del Mar: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 
952 543 334.Fuengirola: 952474840 

ROYAL AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

Costa del Sol, www.rafacostadelsol.co.uk  

CONSERVATIVES ABROAD 

conservatives.costadelsol@gmail.com  

INTERNAT. LABOUR  GROUP  

Fuengirola: Alf  Brewer 952 449 408 

ASSOC. FRANCÓFONOS  

All French speakers welcome. 951087994 

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL CLUB 

Almuñécar to Torrox nerjaclub@yahoo.com 
or www.americaninternationalclub.com  

NEDERLANSE CLUB COSTA DEL SOL 

Tel: 952473 545. Various Costa locations  

AMERICAN CLUB OF COSTA DEL SOL 

President: R. E. Parmiter 
www.americanclubcostadelsol.com 
Fuengirola, Mijas, Benalmádena:   
David Kylen 653274392.Malaga: 
Rosella Parmiter 952400006. Marbella: 
Carol Lewis 951778717. Estepona: 
Frazier Gardella  952804693. 

ACE AMERICAN CLUB OF ESTEPONA 

Calle San Roque. Tel: 952793059. 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CLUB MALAGA  

English/Spanish conversation. 
952432235/952 242844 

WELSH SOCIETY  

Arroyo de la Miel. Debbie 626292707 

THE BRITISH SOCIETY 

May Boyd 952 565 111 Benalmádena 
Pueblo. britsocietyspain@hotmail.com  

BRITISH ASSOCIATION MARBELLA 

Meets weekly. Jan/Joan 952835947 

ENGLISH PHOENIX CLUB  

Torre del Mar: Gael: 951067723 

INTERNAT. CLUB OF SALOBREÑA 

icsalobrena@hotmail.com 

ASOCIACIÓN IRLANDESA 

President Finola Sloyan: 607340523 

 IRISH ASSOCIATION OF SPAIN 

618680148. Facebook. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING 

Arroyo. Martin 952383883/654859075 

ARTE Y CULTURA MARBELLA 

1st Wed. 8 p.m. Magna Cafe. 627833262 

INTERNATIONAL CLUB ESTEPONA 

www.siberme.com. 952 802 549.  

OUT OF AFRICA CLUB 

Trish: 952668081 

U3A LEARNING FOR PLEASURE 

Fuengirola: 952577671 
www.u3acostadelsol.org  Marbella-Inland:  
622670158 / 952596070. www.u3a.es  

BRITISH SCOUTING MOVEMENT 

1st Fuengirola Scout Group.               
Robert Troost 610755995 
www.fuengirolascouts.com 

1st Sotogrande Scouts and Cubs.         
Mike Wilson 951403204 

NADFAS  

Costa del Sol:  www.costadelsoldfas.com 
Nerja: 952533373. www.nerjanadfas.org  
De la Frontera: San Roque Club. 
wwwnadfas-delafrontera.org Gibraltar: 
gibdfas.webs.com  Benahavís: 
663459103.  www.benahavisdfas.com 

MARBELLA BUSINESS NETWORK 

Joe 694442331 wednesdayjoe@gmail.com 

THE FIELD CLUB 

Walks. Fuengirola. www.thefieldclub.es                                                                           

COSTA CHORDBUSTERS 

Anne Bowles. 952464184 

THE INTERNATIONAL MUSIC SOCIETY 

Mixed choir. Gilly Bareford, 952 573 983.  

COLLEGIUM MUSICUM COSTA DEL SOL  

International choir/orchestra. 952775492. 

THE PARASOL SINGERS 

Amateur singers Manilva. 692 558 041 

SAYDO MALE VOICE SINGERS 

Every Tuesday: Gordon 951199413 

R.T.’S LINE DANCE CLUB 

Calahonda / Fuengirola / Benalmádena. 
Bob 952931754 or  697441313. 

BOOGIE SHOES LINE DANCE CLUB 

Estepona, The Roadhouse Bar. Thurs 19.45 

MISSISSIPPI COASTERS  

Line dance.Fuengirola.Bob 697441313. 

JIVE DANCE CLUB  

 jivespain.com 635717211. 

MODERN JIVE  

Benalmádena/Fuengirola.Howard 
631813877 www.dance-jive-Spain.com 

JJ’S COSTA DEL SOL DANCE CLUB  

Ballroom, Sequence & Latin 627658925 

FOTA, FRIENDS OF THE THEATRE 

Desk open Mon/Wed/Fri 11.30am-1.15pm. 
Salon Varietés, Fuengirola. 952584268. 

INTERNATIONAL THEATRE STUDIO 

San Pedro district. Tel 952884034 

THESPA-ENGLISH SPEAKING PLAYERS 

Dinner and Drama. Los Boliches. 
622454422. www.theatrecostadelsol.com. 

NERJA HISTORY GROUP 

Talks/trips. Christina Sinclair 687 602 057 
email: nerjahistorygroup@yahoo.com  

ESTEPONA FLORAL ART CLUB 

esteponafloralartclub@hotmail.com  
www.facebook.com/esteponafloralartclub 

FLOWER ARRANGING CLUB 

Venta Platero (Coín-Cartama road) 

THE ANDALUCIAN GARDEN GROUP 

Alh. el Grande. 952119767/952455213 

THE AXARQUÍA GARDEN CLUB 

www.axarquiagardenclub.blogspot.com 

ANDALUCIA BIRD SOCIETY 

952817843 www.andaluciabirdsociety.org 

COSTA PRESS CLUB 

www.costapressclub.com 

COSTA WOMEN  

www.costawomen.com/ 677251058 

TANGENT CLUB & EX-LADIES CIRCLERS 

952886772 mbl63@hotmail.co.uk 

41 CLUBS & EX-ROUND TABLERS 

Costa del Sol: 952 818772 or 627462410 
Nerja: 952 529611 or 677 090 665 

MIJAS ARTS CENTRE  

Classes, 952485867, www.mijasartes.com 

TOTEM CERAMICS CLUB 

952 887 364, www.TotemCeramics.com 

PATCHWORK AND QUILTING  

www.quiltersdelsol.org 

COSTA PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

952961735 www.photoclubspain.com 

ASTRONOMY COSTA DEL SOL 

astronomycostadelsol.com 616679453. 

FRIENDSHIP & HEALING GROUP 

Torremolinos. 634307054/951534 219. 

NERJA CHICK-LIT BOOK CLUB 

New friends, great books! 693373530 

LIONS CLUBS 

Malaga Ilusion: May Ramirez 616613705; 
Leos: Gonzalo 627712351; University: 
Sara 626835485 

Marbella Costa del Sol: Jacqueline Dueñas 
619755031; Marbella Francófono: 
Rosalyn Bakker; 952884340; Marbella 

German: T. Heyden 667760230; Marbella 

Decano: M. Álvarez 619414119; Mijas La 

Cala: Paul Butler 952493901; Mijas: Jose 
Guasp Borreda 639 080 569; Nerja: Elke 
Lange 693706900; Puerto Banús 

Cosmopolitan: Egidia Ingels 68032009; 
Rincón de la Victoria: Doris: 952407824 

TOASTMASTERS PUBLIC SPEAKING 

Al-Andalus Toastmasters Club #1788: 
Donna 956 840 497. Rota, Cadiz.                
The Achievers Toastmasters Club #5183: 
Nueva Andalucía, Percy 646533112. 
Gibraltar: Luis 606460025. Malaga: PTA  
English / Spanish, Claudia 685965867. 

FREEMASONS 

Fuengirola: Norman Hay 674755024. 
Calahonda: Mike Williams 644133186. 
Los Boliches:  Paul Clueit 667156806. 
Mijas Costa: David Mantle 952934193. 
Coín: Paul Carter 952669731. 
Alhaurín: Vic Dean 952450678. 

ROTARY CLUB 

Benalmádena: 952441440 Benahavís: 
670604392 Estepona: 952800999. 
Fuengirola/Mijas: 648292146. Marbella: 
952821121 San Pedro: 951318381 
Marbella - Guadalmina: 952888077. 

OVER 40S SINGLES CLUB 

Estepona: El Limonero  Tel: 952806759    

ARROYO SOCIAL & WELFARE CLUB 

Arroyo de la Miel. Jean 952563580. 

TORREMOLINOS & DIST. SOCIAL CLUB  

Wed am. Rosaleda Bar. Mike 626880722.  

ARROYO FRIENDLY CLUB 

Benalmádena. 952446935. 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

653 771 625 www.soroptimist.es 

HASH HOUSE HARRIERS 

Mijas: 606761942. Malaga: 654 633430. 

AMIGAS DE CASA 

Vva del Trabuco. 952751424/952751304 
www.trabucotimes.com/amigasdecasa.htm 

CLUB CHARITY AND PLEASURE  

Estepona. President Mary 952896820 

COLMENAR DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB 

Marjorie 951 163 071. 

TENNIS CLUB ‘EL CAPITAN INT’ 

Torre del Mar. Patrick 675 391 967. 

THE GOOD COMPANIONS CLUB 

Los Boliches. Tel: Tony White 952494730. 

CLUB DE BÉISBOL COSTA DEL SOL B.B.C. 

952202940 / 952464468. Mijas  

AIKIDO TOMIKI SHODOKAN  

Different levels. Tel: 952131670, Malaga  

 TAEKWONDO CLUB  

Fighting Dragons Club Benalmádena.   Mike  
618149373   www.vipfitness.tv   

CALAHONDA BRIDGE CLUB 

Club Naranja. 952 198 789 / 670 593 232. 

ACE BRIDGE CLUB 

Fuengirola. Deanne Nutter: 747771404. 

NERJA BRIDGE CLUB 

Joan 952520579 or Trevor on 952524743 

LOS BOLICHES BRIDGE CLUB  

Dominiques. Mon & Fri. 645 684 756 

ATALAYA BRIDGE CLUB ESTEPONA 

www.atalayabridgeclub.com. Wed, Thurs, 
Sun. 952880595/609548595(whatsapp) 

CASTILLO BRIDGE CLUB 

Tel: 655459576 www.bridgewebs.com 

ST ANDREW’S BRIDGE CLUB 

Los Boliches. 697769170 / 952667861. 

COSTA DEL SOL CRICKET CLUB 

League cricket. Previn: 606526618. 

MARBELLA SURF CLUB 

Avda. Independencia, 17, Tel:952778617.  

INTERNATIONAL TABLE TENNIS CLUB 

Benalmádena Costa. 952373813. 

MIJAS LAWN BOWLS CLUB 

Tel: 952 466 038. 

ASSOCIATION  OF LIFEGUARDS 

aspcostadelsol@gmail.com 629541930. 

SUNDAY TABLE TENNIS CLUB 

Sunset Beach Hotel, Benalmádena 
663138062  drtfranklinkim32@yahoo.com 

MARBELLA SINGLES SOCIAL GROUP 

Over 45s. marycormack1@aol.com 

COSTA DEL SOL FREETHINKERS 

costadelsolfreethinkers@gmail.com 

PAINTING GROUP 

Fueng. - Marbella. cicelycarroll@yahoo.com 

THE ART CLUB 

San Pedro www.theartclub.es 

KITCHEN CLUB 

angieskitchen@hotmail.co.uk 697883717 

YORUBA ASSOCIATION OF MALAGA 

Aluko 691314576 yorubassmlg@hotmail.com  

SOTOGRANDE WRITERS CLUB 

http://www.sotograndewriters.com 

COMMUNITY PRESIDENTS CLUB 

Marbella:645784718/Fuengirola: 
952591071 www.urbytus.es/pc/ 

ASTOR RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
Torreblanca: Tel Brian 609 548 656 

BENALMÁDENA HEALING GROUP 

Spiritual Group Tel Liz 951947480        

CLASSIC CARS CLUB 

Mijas. 3rd Sat each month. 607690057 

FERRARI OWNERS CLUB 

607562057ferrariownersclubandalucia.com  

PORCHE OWNERS’ CLUB 
 peter@porscheownersandalucia.eu 

SPANISH/ENGLISH INTERCAMBIO 
Malaga. AlCasaBar, C/Pozo del Rey.  Tues 
9pm tll late Tel: 951106311 David. 

INDIAN COMMUNITY 
indiancommunitymalaga@gmail.comTel: 
952477171 / 627108987  

THE IMAGE GROUP 
Photographic club. imagegroupspain.com  

GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS 
jackwatson10@gmail.com Tel:620786772

CLUBS

Send any corrections or details of new 
clubs by email marked ‘For  the clubs 
page’. surinenglish.su@diariosur.es
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND/ 
EPICOSPAL CHURCH 

St George’s Anglican Chaplaincy 

www.stgeorgemalaga.org 

email: chaplain@stgeorgemalaga.org or 

wardens@stgeorgemalaga.org 

Malaga, St George’s Church (in the English 

Cemetery, Av. de Príes) Sunday Holy 

Communion 11am.  Contact: 951 287 382   

Velez-Málaga, La Antigua Capilla de S. 

José, C/. Linares  7. Sundays 10.30am  

Anglican Chaplaincy of St. Andrew, 

Costa del Sol (East) 

Chaplaincy Office 952580600. 

Los Boliches, St. Andrew’s Edif. Jupiter, 

Avda Padre Jesús Cautivo 44. Sung matins  

(BCP) Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am. Holy 

Communion (BCP) 9.30am.  

Benalmádena Costa, San José chapel,  

9.30am;   

Sung Eucharist (Common Worship) 1st, 

3rd, 4th Sun; sung MP 2nd Sun 

Calahonda, Ermita de San Miguel, 9.30am. 

Sung Eucharist (Common Worship) 2nd and 

4th Sun; sung MP 1st and 3rd Sun.  

Alhaurín el Grande: Cemetery Chapel Sun. 

at 11.30am. All age service 1st Sun; MP 

(Common Worship) 2nd Sun; sung 

Eucharist (Common Worship) 3rd, 4th Sun 

Costa del Sol (West) 

San Pedro, Sunday 10a.m. (Holy 

Communion) Parroquia Virgen del Rocio.   

Sotogrande, Sunday 12 noon. (Holy 

Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays) La Iglesia 

de Nuestra Sra. de la Merced. Chaplaincy 

House. www.costachurch.com 

Nerja: Sun 12 noon, San Miguel church, 

Wed. 9.30am. (Church shop, C/Malaga 952 

522 460.) Rev. Geoffrey Johnston, 

952521339.  

Almuñécar: Capilla de Nuestra Señora del 

Carmen, (Fishermen’s chapel) Chinasol. 

Sun. 9.30am. (not August) Priest as Nerja.  

Torre del Mar: St Barnabas IERE, 11am. 

Morning Prayer 1st and 3rd Sunday, H.C. 

2nd and 4th.  Lux Mundi centre.  

952030461.  

Gibraltar: Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, 

Sun 10.30. Tel. 78377.  

Benalmádena Costa: Songs of Praise, 

Interdenominational church service, 

Castillo Bil Bil. Sun. 5.30pm. Oct. – May. 

648666152. 

MUSLIM 

Marbella: Mezquita del Rey Abdulaziz. 

Friday  2.30pm. 952774143. 

Fuengirola: Mezquita del Centro Cultural 

Suhail, Parque  Doña Sofía. Friday worship 

2.30pm. Tel 952473916. 

Malaga: Mezquita, C/San Agustín 11. 

Friday  2.30pm. 952228595. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 

Marbella: Santo Cristo del Calvario Church, 

Avda. del Calvario: Holy Mass in English, 

11am. every Sunday. Tel: 952774 899. 

Fuengirola: Capilla San José, Las Rampas 

(Upper Level), Daily Mass (in English): 

Mon-Fri 11am. Sat 7pm. Sun 11am. 

Fuengirola: Lux Mundi, C/ Nueva, 12 Sun. 

Arroyo de la Miel: Mass in English 

Parroquia de la Inmaculada, Saturday 1 pm. 

Calahonda: Ermita de San Miguel, 12 Sun. 

Benalmádena Costa: Parish Church of La 

Virgen del Carmen, Avda. Bonanza. Bilingual 

mass  English/Spanish Sunday  10am. 

Torre del Mar: Lux Mundi, Avda. 

Moscatel,1-“I”. Saturday. Winter 5pm, 

summer 6 pm. 952543334.  

Chiclana (Cadiz): Nstra Señora de Europa 

church, Urb. Novo Sancti Petri, RC Mass in 

English and German, Sunday 10.30am 

Pueblo Nuevo de Guadiaro - 

Sotogrande (Cadiz): Mass in English, 

Saturday 7pm and Sunday 10.30am at 

Sanctuario de la Divina Misericodia  

Malaga: Catholic mass in English, Avenida 

Santiago Ramón y Cajal, Ciudad Jardín. 

11.30am  Sunday. 952260760. 

METHODIST CHURCH 

Gibraltar: Methodist Church, 297 Main 

Street. Sun 11am and 8pm. +350 200 

77491/+350 200 40870. Rev. Fidel Patron.  

Sotogrande: La Iglesia de Nuestra Sra. de 

la Merced  1st and 3rd Sundays 11.45a.m.  

For more info. call 952 895 102. 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST  
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 

Mijas international: 10 am Sun Calle Rueda 

7 , Los Boliches, 952469392 / 607521032.  

Motril: Sun10 am. C/ Jesús del Gran Poder 

34. 958 825665.  

Malaga: Sun 10.30 am, C/Babel 1.            

Algeciras: Sun 10.30 am. C/Sevilla 43. Tel. 

956630894. 

Nerja: Sun. 10.30 a.m. C/Granada,83. Tel. 

607 522 671 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

Arroyo de la Miel: Avda Del Cerro de 

Viento, s/n . Tues. 7.30pm. Sat. 4.30pm. 

Tel. 952561170. 

Fuengirola: Kingdom Hall, Plaza 

Hispanidad, Service Meeting, Fri 7.30pm. 

952469082. 

Malaga: C/José Palanca, 20. Service Fri 

8pm. Tues 7.15pm.  

San Pedro: C/ Amor 6, Fuente Nueva. 

English: Sun 11am & Wed 7.30pm.  

Tagalog: Sun 1.30pm & Tues 7.30pm. 

Kingdom Hall 952788855. 

Torrox Costa:  Local 17, Urb Costa de Oro. 

Sun 11 a.m., Weds 7pm. Tel. 952526740. 

Torre del Mar: Calle Infantes, Conjuntos 

Islas del Sol. Scandinavian Sun 6pm, Thurs 

7pm. German Sun 11am and Fri  7pm.  

Coín: Calle Félix Rodríguez de la Fuente. 

Weds 7.30pm, Sun 11.30am. 952499239. 

EVANGELICAL CHURCH /  
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Los Boliches: Evangelical Church, Paseo 

Marítimo 77. Sun:Worship and Bible 

teaching, 4pm. Weds: Bible study and 

prayer 7.30pm. Tel 952460728  

Torremolinos: Evangelical Community 

Church. Sun service 11am. C/Gregorio 

Marañón 4. 952384706 

Torremolinos: Gloryhouse International 

Christian Center. African Pentecostal style. 

Sun 11am C/ Danza Invisible, 7/8, Bloque 

D, Nogalera. Pastor Moses. 679740825, 

951210300 

Nerja: Fellowship of the King, Pasaje San 

Miguel, Sundays at 10.30am. 952 969 058 

/ 958 658 439.  

Nerja: Community Bible Fellowship, C/ 

Pintada 35, 2nd floor. English/ Spanish 

Worship, Sunday 10am. 952521776. 

Caleta de Vélez: Cornerstone International 

Church. Barrio Cooperative Ntra Sa del 

Carmen. Sunday 11.30am. 634 540 519 

Calahonda: The Evangelical Christian 

Fellowship, Ermita San Miguel. Sun 

4.30pm. Rev. Peter Riggall, 952 588 160.  

Arroyo de la Miel: Arroyo Baptist Church, 

Sun 4pm. Conjunto Zodiaco, Edif. Aries, 

C/ Sagitario. Tel. 95244796/952386716. 

Calahonda: Baptist Church, Calle San 

Jeronimo 1, Worship Sunday 11 am with 

Sunday School. 952832533. 

La Línea: Asambleas de Dios. C/San José, 

41. Thurs 9pm. Sun  11am & 8 pm. 

Marbella: Int. Christian F’ship. Sun 11.30 

Ed. Milla de Oro. Tel. 952 932 216 . 

Mijas Costa: Iglesias International Costa del 

Sol, C/José de Orbaneja 10. Sun 11am and 

7pm; Thur 7pm Tel:636 422 7 

Puerto Banús: Christian Church (The 

Wave) Worship Service: Sun 11am. The 

Wave Café: Wed 11am.  Prayer: Fri 12pm. 

637408194/5  puertobanuschurch.com 

Salobreña: Fellowship of the King. Various 

locations. Sundays at 10am Tel.635 358 

808 / 958 645 027 

Almuñécar: Fellowship of the King. Casita 

Málaga, Parque El Majuelo. 2nd & 4th 

Sundays, 11.00am . Tel. 958 881 358 

Almuñécar: Evangelical Reformed Church, 

C/ Torres Quevedo 5. T958 639 529, 677 

699 490. Sunday  11 a.m. 

  

Gibraltar: Brethren Assembly, Queensway 

Quay. Sun 11am, Minister Francis 

Baldachino. 

Benalmádena Costa: Elim Family F’ship. 

Sun 11am. Pastor Dave 695115496 

www.elimfamilyfellowship.com 

San Pedro: Elim Family Fellowship. Sun 

3.30pm. 695 115 496 

San Pedro: Faith Baptist Church. Sun 

6.30pm, Edif Manantial. Tel: 615 788 511 

Fuengirola: Ark Christian Fellowship 

Family Worship. Sun 11am, Las Rampas. 

Tel.: 952 592 171. 

Fuengirola: Costa del Sol Bible School, 

Healing Clinic and “The Beauty of Holiness”. 

Rev. Joyce McNaughton 663706806. 

Fuengirola: The Way, Christian Counselling 

Ministry. Tel. 634369414/ 951135441. 

Malaga: Believers Loveworld Inc.(Christ 

Embassy) Sunday11am, Wed 7pm, Sat 5pm. 

C/Cantimpla 11, Av. de Europa 

951955354/672805789. 

Marbella: House of Judah (Jewish & Gentile 

Believers) Bilingual Fri. Worship 7.30pm - 

NH Marbella Hotel Tel: 605924555.   

Mijas Costa: Baptist, Bi-Lingual services 

Sun 11.30am and 7pm; Thur 7pm Tel:636 

422 717 www.libertadmijascosta.com 

Heaven’s Gate Pentecostal Church Int:  

Benalmádena: Carril de Sirocco 1, 

Worship- Sun 11am- 6pm, F’ship- Friday 

7.30pm, 602392139 

Fuengirola: Christian Family Centre Int. 

Worship Sun 1pm, Fellowship Tue 7pm 

Church auditorium, C/Jacinto Benavente, 

10. Tel: 605329074 

Granada: Avda Andalucía, 53, La Chana, 

Worship- Sun 6pm, 605329074 

Malaga: Avda de Europa, 69, Worship- 

Sunday 9am, Fellowship- Wednesday 

7.30pm, 605329074  

DUTCH EVANGELICAL 

Fuengirola: Skandinaviska Turistkyran. Ed. 

M del Carmen. Paseo Marítimo 77 Los 

Boliches, Sundays 9.30. 

Torremolinos: Sun 11.30 in Holland Huis. 

Ed. Number One. Avda. de Montemar, 10-A. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND  
(PRESBYTERIAN) 

Fuengirola: Sun 10.30am at Lux Mundi 

Ecumenical Centre, C/Nueva 3. Tel 

951260982 or 952455213. 

Gibraltar: St. Andrew’s Church, Sun  

10.30am. Tel 20077040.   

Torre del Mar: Sun 11am, Legend’s Bar, 

C/Don Cipriano Maldonado Jiménez.  

BAHAI 

Bahai Information Office, C/Ricardo 

Soriano, 35, Marbella. 

Marbella: 952 90 21 21   

Fuengirola: 951 259 742.  

Malaga: 952 214 052.  

Benalmádena: 952 442 424.  

Alhaurín de la Torre: 952411496.  

Rincón de la Victoria: 952 402 870.  

Gibraltar: +350 200 73287. 

SYNAGOGUES 

Torremolinos: Beth Minzi, Av. Palma de 

Mallorca 55; Castillo San Luis, Local 14. 

Daily services.  952052550. 

Marbella: Beth El, Urb. El Real, Km 184. 

Services, Fri in summer 8.30pm winter 

7pm Sat & holidays 10am 952859395   

QUAKERS 

Malaga: Quakers (Society of Friends). Info: 

zvi@gotadsl.co.uk  

NORWEGIAN SEAMEN’S CHURCH 

Calahonda: El Campanario, Av del Cortijo 

3. Sun 4 pm, 952939800 

www.sjomannskirken.no/costadelsol 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 

Fuengirola: Sat 10am. Bible study, worship  

Calle Palangreros, 60. 952456672 / 

633716651 ww.adventistasfuengirola.es.

CHURCH SERVICES INTERNATIONAL CONSULATES

Great Britain            C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                               952352300 

USA                              Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                    952474891 

Holland                      Avda Palma de Mallorca 57, Torremolinos                         952380888 

Belgium                     Carretera de Cádiz, km 202, 29649 Mijas Costa              952599159 

Denmark                    Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                  952211797 

Norway                       Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola        952667955 

Canada                       C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                  952223346 

Germany                    Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                            952363591 

Sweden                      Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                        952604383 

Ireland                        Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                               952475108 

France                         1, Plaza de Santa Cruz, Seville                                                954293200 

Italy                             Calle Lagasca, 98, Madrid                                                        912106910 

Austria                        Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                952600267 

Finland                       Calle Blasco de Garay, 7, Malaga                                            952212435 

Saudi Arabia            Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                     952310358 

Greece                        Salitre, 16, Malaga                                                                     952311847 

Iceland                       Paseo Marítimo 91, 29640 Fuengirola                                952661200 

Philippines                C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                       952222757 

Hungary                     Av. de Andalucía 26 29007 Malaga                                      952308393

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator                                112 

National Police                                           091 

Local (municipal) Police                         092   

Medical                                                         061  

Fire                                                                 080 

Guardia Civil                                                062 

Sea Rescue                                   900202202  

Crime report                               902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  

Samaritans in Spain                  900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous            600379110 

Age Care                                       952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona)         608458555 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  

Salud Responde (doctors’ appointments 

& advice)                                      902505060 

ESTEPONA  

Bus Station                                  952800249 

Taxi Service                                 952802900 

Tourist Office                              952800913 

Town Hall                                     952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

Bus Station                                  952475066 

Taxi Service                                 952471000 

Tourist Office                              952467625 

Town Hall                                     952589300 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952589440 

MALAGA  

Bus Station                                  952350061 

Railway Station                          902240202 

Taxi Service                                 952345693 

Tourist Office                              951926020 

MARBELLA  

Bus Station                                  952823409 

Taxi Service                                 952774488 

Tourist Office                              952771442 

Town Hall                                     952761100 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952771442 

MIJAS  

Town Hall                                     952485900 

Town Hall Las Lagunas            952473125 

Taxi                                                952478288 

Tourism Office                            952589034 

Foreign Resident Dept.           952589010 

NERJA  

Bus Station                                  902422242 

Taxi Service                                 952520537 

Tourist Information                  952521531 

Town Hall                                     952548400 

Foreign Resident Dept.           952548401 

TORREMOLINOS  

Bus Station                                  902143144 

Taxi Service                                 952380600 

Tourist Office                              952371909 

Town Hall                                     952379400 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952374231 

BENALMADENA  

Bus Station                                  902450550 

Taxi Service                                 952441545 

Tourist Office                              952442494 

Town Hall                                     952374231 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA  

Bus Station                                  952503162 

Taxi                                                952540016 

Town Hall                                     952559100 

Tourist Office                             952541104  

GIBRALTAR  

General emergency      199/112(mobiles) 

Fire/ambulance (emergency)               190 

Tourist Office               (00350) 20074950 

Taxi                                 (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Ocean Majesty           28/04             Barcelona              Ibiza                   06.30            18.30 

Black Watch                28/04          Southampton        Valetta                08.00            17.30 

Seadream II                 28/04               Funchal           Cartagena              08.00            17.00 

Aegean Odyssey        28/04                Valetta                Cadiz                  08.00            23.59 

Royal Clipper              29/04                      -                          -                      06.00            20.00 

Brilliance o t Seas      29/04               Funchal                Ibiza                   08.00            16.00 

Thomson Celebration  30/04                 Lisbon               Mahon                 06.00            22.00 

Horizon                        30/04               Alicante           Tarragona              10.00            16.30 

Seadream I                  30/04               Marbella          Cartagena             19.30            17.00 

Berlin                            01/05             Cartagena             Cadiz                  07.00            18.30 

Celebrity Reflection    02/05             Santa Cruz        Cartagena              10.00            20.00 

Costa Mediterranea  03/05                      -                          -                      07.00            19.00 

Horizon                        03/05                Tangier             Alicante               08.00            13.00 

Marina                          03/05                  Cadiz               Alicante               08.00            18.00 

 Aurora                         04/05                  Porto            Casablanca             08.00            23.00 

Aidablu                         04/05                      -                          -                      08.00            18.00 

Freedom o t Seas       04/05                  Cadiz                 Palma                 08.00            19.00 

Tui Discovery              04/05               Funchal                Ibiza                   09.00            17.00
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Talk Radio Europe 

105.5 Axarquía 

91.5 Costa del Sol East 

91.9 Costa del Sol West 

98.7 Gibraltar/Sotogrande 

News, interviews, lifestyle, sport and  

BBC World Service. 

Global (93.6 and 96.4FM) 

All week round the clock music and 

entertainment 

Radio Radio Network (96 and 98.3 

FM). Music 24 hours. 

Central FM (98.6 FM, 103.8) 

All week, classic tracks and today’s music 

broadcast to the Costa del Sol 

ACE FM (106.8 FM) 

Inland radio, news and music 

The Beat fm (106 FM)  

24 hours, music and entertainment 

Spectrum  (105.5 FM, Costa 

Almeria/Mojácar 92.6 FM) 

24 hour music and entertainment 

Radio Mijas (107.7 FM) 

3 p.m. News, views and music 

Radio Sol Almijara (99.1 FM) 

Nerja radio in English and German and 

night time World Radio Network 

Heartfmspain (88.5 FM Costa, 96.1 

FM inland) Music, entertainment, news 

Lick FM (103.6 FM Marbella) 

Urban music broadcast between Gibraltar 

and Calahonda 

Rtv Puebla (107.7 FM) 

Monday evenings, Rock music memories. 

7 - 9pm. email: 

radiopuebla.musicmemories@yahoo.com 

Fb: Radiotelevision Peubla de Cazalla 

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES CLOCKWORD

THE WORDPUZZLER

INTERNATIONAL RADIO

QUESTION 1

QUIZ

1. Twelve 
2. Fourteen 
3. Fifteen 
4. Sixteen

How many federal states 
(Bundesländer) form the 
country of Germany?

QUESTION 2

1. Saudi Arabia 
2. Kuwait 
3. Qatar 
4. Morocco

Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud is the king of which 
country?

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11239

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making 

sure that every 

row of nine 

numbers includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9, every 

column includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9 and every 3 

by 3 subsection 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

The urge to spend that hard-earned 

cash is very strong this week. If you find 

that wonderful bargain, fine. 

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Stay sharp and pick your projects 

carefully. No point wasting time on 

something that you know is short-term.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Keep an eye on spending but, most of 

all, expand your social links. Close 

relatives need some attention and this is 

an ideal time to show that you care.  

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Time to tweak that health routine or 

buy a new outfit? Your endeavours this 

week will pay off handsomely. 

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

It has been much easier to upset you in 

the last few weeks and you could still 

be in a bit of a prickly mood.  

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Communications are generally 

improving all around and so this is the 

time to start talking about what you 

need from others. 

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Dynamic social sparks are flying this 

week and urging you to get out there 

and make contact.    

 

Virgo  

August 24th - September 23rd 

Avoid losing contact with friends and 

relatives who you care about just 

because you are too busy.  

 

Libra  

September 24th - October 23rd 

The urge to get to ‘pastures new’ is 

strong. Maybe it isn’t possible to get 

away just yet, but you can plan.    

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Following up the family tree? It is 

through some sharp investigation that 

the most interesting things come to 

light.  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

The obvious way forward may not be 

the best one right now. Consider your 

options carefully. 

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Slowly, this week, it dawns on you that 

there could be some changes coming. 

You’ll need to be a detective.

Across Down

O

3 7

3 1 4

5 6 2 8

7 8 9

8 5 3 4

4 2

2 9 1 6

1 7 8

8 2 9
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Across Down

BOOK OF THE WEEK

Camanchaca                              

Diego Zúñiga 

Where the driest desert on Earth, 
the Atacama Desert of Chile, meets 
the Andes Mountains, dense clouds 
of fog form but never release their 
water where it’s needed most. These 
clouds are known as camanchacas. 
This tantalising potential, hovering 
just out of reach, is reflected in the 
frutrating life of a the son of a Chil-
ean family mired in an ugly drama 
of divorce, death and poverty. The 
unnamed college student goes to 
visit his father whose new family 
enjoy the comfortable lifestyle that  
he can only dream of.

ANSWERS

Language Crossword

Cryptic Crossword

Clockword solution

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THOUGHT FOR  
THE WEEK

The most 
important 

trip you may 
take in life is 

meeting 
people 

halfway   

HENRY BOYE

Answer 1: Sixteen 

Of interest: The 16 states 

are:Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria, 

Berlin, Brandenberg, Bremen, 

Hamburg, Hesse, Lower Saxony, 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, North 

Rhine-Westphalia, Rhineland-

Palatinate, Saarland, Saxony, 

Saxony-Anhalt, Schleswig-Holstein 

and Thuringia. 

 Answer 2 : Saudi Arabia 

Of interest: Salman was crowned 

as the new King of Saudi Arabia on 

23 January 2015 following the 

death of his half-brother, King 

Abdullah. Salman  is reported to be 

the 25th son of Ibn Saud .

THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER

SUR in English frequently receives 
beautiful photos of plants, gardens, 
patios, terraces and balconies; it’s 
obvious that a lot of our readers are 
keen gardeners. Of course the spring 
helps a lot as the garden is often 
looking at its best right now.  

Malaga province is blessed with 
several botanical gardens, the Jardín 
de la Concepción, once owned by 
the Loring family, being one of the 
most well known. The original own-
ers planned the 
garden in the Eng-
lish style of the 
times and it at-

tracted  visitors even then.  
This June, the gardens are dou-

bling as a backdrop for a musical en-
titled ‘Hara. El espíritu de la selva’ 
based on Rudyard Kipling’s The Jun-
gle Book. Tickets will soon be avail-
able from El Corte Inglés.  

Meanwhile we want to see more 
of your photos, news and views so 
send them to surinenglish.su@di-
ariosur.es or tweet them to us 
(@SUR_English). Find us online at 

www.surineng-
lish.com and on 
F a c e b o o k  
(@surenglish).

Spring is the time for gardens
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More than 600 visitors 
aged between 50 and 
85 have been visiting 
Torremolinos to take 
dance classes organised 
by an Irish travel agency 

TORREMOLINOS. They may be  
aged between 50 and 85, but they 
are the tourists with most rhythm 
on the Costa del Sol. Some 660 visi-
tors, most of them from Ireland, 
have been livening things up with 
their dancing at the Amaragua ho-
tel in Torremolinos. They arrived 
last week on a trip with Enjoy 
Travel, an agency that has been or-
ganising holidays centred around 
music and dance for the past 20 
years. The progamme of activities 
includes classes and concerts, so 
several dance teachers and more 
than 70 musicians have also been 
brought over.  

This Irish tour operator is cur-
rently planning the first country 

music festival in Europe. Owner 
Gerry Flynn has already been in con-
tact with country music associa-
tions in Germany, Holland, Sweden, 
Denmark, the UK and Ireland, and 
hopes to have   everything ready for 
the first event within two years.  

The initiative would bring thou-
sands of new visitors to the Costa 
del Sol, thanks to agreements be-
tween the agency and these asso-

ciations. Flynn wants the Amara-
gua hotel, where the current danc-
ing tourists are spending a week, 
to become the festival headquar-
ters, and this would also benefit 
other establishments in the area. 
The formula already works in places 
like Albufeira and Ibiza, where En-
joy Travel also organises trips based 
on popular styles of music such as 
folk and jazz.  

The president of MS Hoteles, 
Miguel Sánchez, said this type of 
tourism is “very attractive”, because 
clients tend to come back for a sec-
ond time, and he thinks the idea of 
a music festival  is “amazing”.  

The agency has already made ini-
tial contact with Torremolinos coun-
cil, which has shown an interest in 
the festival taking place in the town.   

About 81 per cent of tourists who 

come to the Costa del Sol for the 
events organised by Enjoy Travel 
come back every year, according to 
figures provided by the tour opera-
tor. The climate, the excellent trans-
port, the shops, the seafront prome-
nade and the restaurants and beach 
bars are  among the aspects these 
visitors most appreciate, and they 
are welcome tourists because of 
their age and their love of shopping.  

Although dance classes start early 
in the morning, most of the holi-
daymakers opt to alternate their 
dancing with visits to the beach 
and going for walks. The dancing 
usually goes on until after mid-
night.  

Flynn also has plans to bring art-
ists over from the USA, the birth-
place of country music, so his cli-
ents can attend their concerts in 
Europe. Although the Amaragua 
hotel would be “the logistical cen-
tre” of the operation, he wants to 
sign agreements with other hotels 
to cover the more than 3,000 places 
he expects to fill for the first fes-
tival, and he is confident that in 
later years “9,000 hotel beds” could 
be needed for the number of tour-
ists attending. 

Gerry Flynn says that after vis-
iting other places on the Costa del 
Sol, it was the “friendliness and 
hospitality of the people and the 
leisure facilities” in Torremolinos 
that attracted him most.  

Seniors tourism is one of the 
strongest segments in the town, 
and last year it was responsible for 
over five million overnight stays.

Tourists dancing beside the swimming pool at the Amaragua hotel. :: A. G.

Dancing as a tourist attraction

ALBERTO  
GÓMEZ

 Twitter @Agalmendres


