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Junta president, Susana Díaz, speaks to the mayors of Torremolinos and Mijas with the provincial president and regional minister. ::  SALVADOR SALAS

WINNING BACK THE BRITS
Andalucía returns from the World Travel Market in London with positive tourism figures   P2,3&4

The government has responded fast 
after the Supreme Court controver-
sially ruled this week that custom-
ers must continue to pay the  mort-
gage-loan notary tax (AJD). As con-
sumers’ groups slammed the deci-
sion, prime minister Pedro Sánchez 
promised swift action.  By Thursday 

the cabinet had passed a royal decree 
forcing banks to pay the fee which is 
due to come into force on Saturday. 
Treasury minister, María Jesús Mon-
tero, said that the government would 
be vigilant to ensure that banks do 
not pass on the charge to the cus-
tomer in loan conditions.  P22

A royal decree has 
been passed after 
the Supreme Court 
said this week that 
the client should pay

A 16-year-old boy died          
after he threw himself          
from a shopping centre     
roof last Friday 

Marbella school 
forced to tackle 
difficult issue of 
teen suicide 

Doctors in Spain told not 
to prescribe the 
painkiller Nolotil to 
tourists after problems 
with British patients  P23&46

Government moves fast to force banks 
to pay mortgage tax after court ruling

Remembering the fallen 
100 years on. British 
communities around the 
country hold services this 
weekend P26

The tragedy of teen suicide has been 
forced to the forefront among the 
international school community this 
week after a 16-year-old boy threw 
himself from El Corte Inglés shop-
ping centre roof in Puerto Banús last 
Friday. A 14-year-old girl who was 
apparently going to jump with him 
was saved. The pair had announced 
their plans on social media. Psycholo-
gists advise adolescents to be aware 
of warning signs among friends.   P6
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At the World Travel 
Market in London this 
week, the regional 
president said that 
Andalucía will pass the 
30-million-tourist mark 
this year 

:: PEDRO LUIS GÓMEZ / PILAR 
MARTÍNEZ / RACHEL HAYNES 

LONDON. A fall in British tourist 
numbers after years of record-break-
ing figures, and Brexit just months 
away, meant that this week’s World 
Travel Market (WTM) in London was 
going to be a challenging one for the 
Costa del Sol.  

The feeling, however, among the 
delegations from Andalucía, the Costa 
del Sol and Malaga city after a busy 
three days at the world’s biggest tour-
ism fair, is mainly positive. Despite 
uncertainty and increased competi-
tion from rival destinations, the con-
tacts made this week with tour op-
erators, agencies and the tourists 
themselves have shown that British 
holidaymakers still love Andalucía. 

30 million for Andalucía 
Susana Díaz, the president of Anda-
lucía, went to the World Travel Mar-
ket, armed with statistics. Andalucía 
expects to reach the total figure of 
30 million tourists in 2018, she an-
nounced, despite the drop in British 
visitors to the region.  

The fair, where Andalucía joins 
tourist destinations from around 
the world in a bid to attract the Brit-
ish tourist market, was attended by 
more than 150 professionals from 
the region’s tourism industry, all of 
whom with full programmes of 
meetings to make the most of the 
three-day event. 

The reappearance on the market 
of rival Mediterranean destinations 
such as Turkey or Egypt is consid-
ered one of the main causes of the 

2.9% fall in British guests in Anda-
lusian hotels in the first nine months 
of this year, leaving the total at 1.2 
million. 

Despite this fall, however, Díaz 
said that this year Andalucía would 
reach the 30 million tourist mile-
stone in 2018, a target that was origi-
nally set for 2020. 

“With these figures, Andalucía 
receives 3.5 times its own popula-
tion,” said Díaz, who praised the 
work of the regional tourism depart-
ment, led by Francisco Javier Fernán-
dez, and the good coordination be-
tween the authorities and the pri-
vate sector. 

The president stressed the impor-
tance of the World Travel Market for 

Andalucía as 24% of the foreign visi-
tors to southern Spain are British. 
The diversity of the destination and 
the good communications are what 
she says help “keep British tourists 
loyal in these times of uncertainty”. 
Despite the fall in passenger arrivals 
this year, the British tourists’ aver-
age daily spend remains as high as 70 
euros and the average score given to 
the region is 8.4 out of ten. 

Brexit uncertainty 
Taking place less than five months 
before the official date for the exit 
of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union, this year’s WTM 
was inevitably marked by Brexit. 
How the country’s move out of the 

EU will affect the industry was a 
question brought up at most meet-
ings and press conferences at the 
show.  

There was little doubt that Brit-
ish people will still demand foreign 
holidays but there is uncertainty sur-
rounding changing conditions and 
how these might affect airlines and 
other companies in the industry. 

At the meeting held on Tuesday 
between the Andalusian tourism 
authorities and a group of British tour 
operators, Mark Tanzer, chief execu-
tive of ABTA (the Association of Brit-
ish Travel Agents), stressed the need 
for the EU to keep its “doors open” 
for British tourists. 

“We are very hopeful that a rea-

sonable agreement will be reached 
over Brexit in order to maintain the 
flow [of tourists] not just to Anda-
lucía but to the rest of the Spanish 
destinations. Now we are heading 
towards a new phase, we have to in-
sist on this and trust that the traffic 
with Spain and Andalucía will keep 
moving. In fact reservations are up,” 
added Tanzer. 

The ABTA chief explained that 
bookings made with tour operators 
are higher now than they were at 
this time last year. 

A positive note also came from the 
CEO of Jet2holidays-Jet2.com, Steve 
Heapy, at a dinner on Monday, when 
he revealed a growth forecast for holi-
days on the Costa del Sol of 12 per 
cent for this winter and of 15 per cent 
from April next year. 

City breaks 
Heapy also commented on the trend 
for British holidaymakers to break 
up their annual leave more, taking 
several smaller holidays rather than 
one big one. This change in habits 
has already been taken onboard by 
the regional tourism authority.  

Francisco Javier Fernández, the 
Andalusian minister for Tourism, 
told the British tour operators at Tues-
day’s meeting that the region’s in-
tention was to gain weight in the 
market for holidays of just three or 
four days. “The city break is a great 
opportunity for Andalucía,” said Abta 
chief, Tanzer. 

Another concern that came up 
among industry representatives at 
the WTM was climate change. The 
increase in temperatures this year in 
the UK has worked to the benefit of 
the domestic tourist industry, with 
the UK itself appearing as a poten-
tial new rival for the Costa del Sol. 

Costa and city 
The president of the Costa del Sol 
tourist board, Elías Bendodo, joined 
the mayors of the main tourist des-

British bookings for Andalusian holidays are up 
this year, but Brexit casts a cloud of uncertainty

Hundreds of meetings took place at the Andalucía space in the ExCel centre. :: SALVADOR SALAS
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tinations on the coast’s own space 
for the first time at the WTM this 
year, rather than just occupying a 
stand in the Andalucía section. 

Bendodo was optimistic about the 
British tourist figures, predicting an 
increase of 7.4% in visitor numbers 
over the next six months, based on 
the increase in seats available on 
flights from the UK of around 15%. 

The Malaga city councillor for 
Tourism, María del Mar Martín Rojo, 
confirmed the good forecasts for 
British tourists visiting the city, de-
spite the negative figures elsewhere 
in the region. An increase of 5% of 
visitors is expected this year, said 
the councillor. 

New projects 
The WTM was a showcase for new 
tourism projects. On Tuesday the 
CEO of the Meliá hotel group, Gab-
riel Escarrer, announced plans for 
a new hotel next to the future com-
mercial and leisure centre to be 
built in Torremolinos by the firm 
Intu. Meeting with the town’s 
mayor José Ortiz, Escarrer said that 
the hotel would have four stars and 
be equipped with state-of-the-art 
technology. 

The Palladium hotel group also 
chose the WTM to announce its first 
hotel on the Costa del Sol. This four-
star establishment will be located 
in Torremuelle, Benalmádena, and, 
with 330 rooms, open its doors in 
July 2019. 

Sun and golf 
The Spanish minister for Tourism, 
Reyes Maroto, was also in London 

on Monday, visiting the stands for 
Spain, Andalucía, the Costa del Sol 
and Malaga.  

The minister said that while the 
tourism offer in Spain was so di-
verse, the government was fully 
behind the promotion of the tra-
ditional sun, sea and sand tourism 
which is the main pull for British 
tourists. 

Golf, another of the Costa del 
Sol’s main attractions for British 
visitors, was what Marbella town 
hall’s tourism delegation focused 
on at this year’s WTM.  

The mayor, Ángeles Muñoz, held 
meetings with specialist tour op-
erators to promote golfing holi-
days and complementary attrac-
tions such as shopping and dining 
as well as luxury facilities.

The Gibraltar Tourist Board at the WTM. :: S. SALAS

Representatives of SUR and the provincial government on the SUR in English stand. :: SALVADOR SALAS

Some of the international visitors to the space devoted to southern Spain. :: S. SALAS
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:: RACHEL HAYNES 

LONDON. Once again this year this 
newspaper helped the Andalusian 
tourism authorities take their mes-
sage to potential British tourists with 
its own stand at the WTM in London. 

The special southern Spain supple-
ment, available inside last week’s SUR 
in English, was handed out to profes-
sionals from the industry at the three-
day fair. 

The message was also taken onto 
the streets of London, as the South-
ern Spain special edition was inserted 
in Monday morning’s edition of the 
free business newspaper City A.M., 
distributed at the city’s tube stations 
and travel hubs. Commuters were 
able to enjoy a little Andalusian sun-
shine as they travelled to work on a 
dull autumn morning. 

Inside the ExCel centre the SUR 
in English stand was busy over the 
three days, promoting the region with 
the  help of local products: Málaga 
Virgen wines, Famadesa sausages, 
Ríoliva extra virgin olive oil from An-
tequera and traditional cakes and 
sweets from El Colmenero of Al-
haurín. 

Dinner 

On Monday evening SUR, SUR in 
English and Unicaja Banco hosted the 
traditional  dinner in honour of the 
tourism industry. The venue chosen 
for this year’s event was Drapers’ Hall, 
the home of the early London guild, 
the Drapers’ Company, which served 
as the double for Buckingham Palace 
in films such as The King’s Speech. 

Guests included the Spanish Min-
ister for Tourism Reyes Maroto; the 
regional minister for Tourism, Javier 
Fernández; the president of Malaga 
provincial government, Elías Ben-
dodo; the Deputy Head of Mission at 

the Spanish Embassy in London, José 
María Fernández López de Turoso, 
the president of the Spanish cham-
ber of commerce in London, Eduardo 

Barrachina; directors of Unicaja Banco, 
Fernando Ríos and Pablo González;  
the Malaga baritone Carlos Álvarez; 
sporting director of West Ham United 

football club Mario Husillos; as well 
as the mayors of Marbella, Torremo-
linos, Benalmádena, Estepona, Nerja, 
Torrox, Mijas, Ojén, Rincón and Frigili-

ana; Stuart Smith of Global Media; 
Kimberly Butler and Jeremy Slattery 
of City A. M.; and tourism profession-
als from the Costa del Sol.

Supplements and Malaga products at the SUR stand. :: S. SALAS

The special SUR in 
English tourism 
supplement was 
distributed at the WTM 
and inside City A.M.

Taking Andalucía to London commuters

The SUR dinner was held at Drapers’ Hall, London, and attended by top tourism authorities and professionals. :: SALVADOR SALAS

SUR’s Southern Spain’s special was inside City A.M. on Monday. :: S. S.
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“The capabilities of the 
centre at Bobadilla will 
help us to work with 
regulators to certify the 
systems,” says the 
marketing director  

MALAGA. “We are trying to crea-
te a new form of transport which 
will change the way in which peop-
le are connected and travel: our 
whole way of life, in other words,” 
says Ryan Kelly, who is the Global 
Marketing and Communication  
Director for the Virgin Hyperloop 
One company. Kelly, who lives in 
Los Angeles, USA, is also a professor 
of digital marketing and has been 
with the company since Septem-
ber 2016. We caught up with him 
recently in Madrid, when he was 
attending the South Summit 18 
conference.  
–How much still needs to be done 
before Hyperloop becomes a rea-
lity as a means of transport?  
–We have been carrying out tests 
in the Nevada desert for the past 
year, with a ‘pod’ (as the cabin is 
called), and with real infrastruc-
ture, so I suppose we could say that 
Hyperloop is already a means of 
transport. It’s truly exciting: four 
years ago we were in a garage and 
now we are working with the 
Railway Authority in the Spanish 
parliament. Probably the greatest 
challenge we face at present is the 
regulatory scenario. More than 
two-thirds of the Hyperloop sys-
tems conform with existing stan-
dards: in the aerospace, railway and 
automotive sectors. For the other 
third, we will need a new standard. 
We have started the first stages of 
the certification process and we 
hope to continue our work with 

the regulators, to comply with exis-
ting legislation when appropriate 
and collaborate on creating new 
regulations where necessary. It is 
important for people to know that 
the G-force (the level of resistan-
ce which passengers’ bodies will 
notice during the journey) is the 
same as that of a high-speed train. 
–When will we see it in commer-
cial service for the first time?  
–We calculate that it will be in the 
middle of the next decade.  
–Where will that be? 
–We are working with organisa-

tions all over the world to study po-
tential routes, and we are having  
continual conversations with go-
vernments and governmental or-
ganisations to advance the first pro-
jects. So far, our company is focu-
sing on the highest levels of parti-
cipation and involvement by go-
vernments such as the USA, Saudi 
Arabia, United Arab Emirates and  
India. We are also working with and 
meeting numerous government or-
ganisations in Europe.  
(During his presentation in Ma-
drid, Ryan Kelly said the first line 

is expected to be finished in India 
in 2026). 
–What will the development of 
the Hyperloop mean for the la-
boratory in Bobadilla, in Malaga?  
–That new centre will enable us to 
continue advancing our project at 
the fastest speed. It’s where they 
will develop, test and certify com-
ponents and sub-systems which 
need to be ready when the Hyper-
loop comes into service in the mid 
2020s. The capacities of the labo-
ratory will help us to work with 
the regulators to certify systems. 
In the end, they will allow us to 
fulfil our first commercial agree-
ments and scale up production so 
we can satisfy future demand. That 
centre will act as an R+D hub in 
Europe, a region which is very im-
portant for us because of its own 
importance at global level in terms 
of innovation in the transport sec-
tor, and for the work in that sen-
se which can be carried out with 
the authorities in the European 
Union.  
–How many engineers will be 
working there?   
–We estimate that there will be 
about 250 to 300 highly qualified 
engineers.  

–Why did you decide to set up in 
Malaga, with all the other options 
available to you round the world? 
–There were several reasons. Spain 
is a leader in the transport sector, 
so it is an ideal place for an R+D 
centre like this one. It operates the 
second biggest high-speed rail in-
frastructure in the world; it is the 
second biggest car manufacturer 
and has the fifth largest aerospa-
ce sector in Europe. Also, the re-
gion of Andalucía has an excellent 
ecosystem and an extensive base 
of highly qualified talent. With 
more than 9,000 transport and lo-
gistics companies, the second 
biggest aerospace cluster in Spain 
and 20,000 employees in R+D, An-
dalucía is becoming a hub for the 
transport and aerospace sectors at 
a global level. Antequera is situa-
ted in the geographical centre of 
Andalucía, and is also a hub for the 
transport sector.  
–When could the laboratory in 
Bobadilla start operating?  
–We’re working on completing the 
facilities by the end of 2019, and 
then we’ll be able to start carrying 
out the first contracts.   
–What will be the role of the 
Railway Technology Centre, on 
the PTA in Malaga?  
–Right now we are considering all 
options, but nothing has yet been 
decided.  
 –The financial assistance for 
which you have applied, where 
will that be coming from? The 
government, the Junta de Anda-
lucía, the EU, or a combination?  
–We are having discussions at the 
very highest level with all these 
institutions.  
–Do you have guarantees that you 
will be able to access this public 
funding?  
–We want to be respectful of the 
whole negotiating process. Al-
though there are no guarantees, 
we are convinced that the bene-
fits of this type of investment in 
Malaga province, and Andalucía 
and Spain by extension, will far 
outweigh the costs involved.  
–If you didn’t obtain this funding, 
would you cancel the project in 
Malaga? 
–As we said when we announced 
the agreement, the total invest-
ment is contingent upon us obtai-
ning 126 million euros in public 
funding. However, we are convin-
ced that we will obtain it because, 
as I said, the benefits of this pro-
ject are much greater than the costs 
in terms of the creation of wealth, 
employment, the driving force on 
the local economy, etc.

“Malaga will be the epicentre of  
R+D for Hyperloop in Europe”
Ryan Kelly Director of Marketing and Communication at Virgin Hyperloop One

Ryan Kelly, speaking at the South Summit in Madrid. :: SUR

Laboratory at Bobadilla 

“There they will develop, 
test and certify 
components and sub-
systems of the Hyperloop “ 

Why in Andalucía 

“It has an excellent 
ecosystem and an 
extensive base of highly 
qualified talent “ 

Public funding 

“We are convinced that 
the benefits of this 
investment will far 
outweigh the costs”

MAIN POINTS

IGNACIO 
LILLO

 ilillo@diariosur.es
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REF. H. T. R. 
The elevator in the building 
we live in is old and makes a 
lot of noise. We have the ex-
tra problem that the elevator 
shaft is next to our baby’s 
bedroom. Until now it was 
not important because the 
baby slept in our room with 
us, but now we want him to 
sleep in his room and it is im-
possible due to the noise. We 

have talked to the commu-
nity, but they tell us that they 
do not want to change any-
thing that is not necessary. 
Would it be possible to 
change it if the other neigh-
bours do not want to? 
The Community of Owners is 
obliged to carry out the neces-
sary works for the mainte-
nance of the building so that it 
meets the proper structural 
conditions, habitability, 
safety... Therefore, if the noise 
of the elevator is due to its bad 
condition and can affect its 
safety, you could demand it to 
be repaired or replaced. 

 
REF. Y. A. D. 

My parents bought a house in 
Spain forty years ago, which I 
inherited last year. Now I 
have decided to sell it in order 
to earn some money, and I 
commissioned a real estate 
agency to sell it. They told me 
that they needed a series of 
documents to be able to 

advertise it, especially a nota 
simple to prove that I was the 
owner. When the Land 
Registry sent the nota simple, 
I was surprised by the fact 
that it states that the house 
has a mortgage, which was 
the one my parents asked for 
when they bought the house. 
That mortgage was paid off 
many years ago, and in fact 
the entity that lent the 
money does not even exist 
anymore. The problem is that 
the real estate agency tells me 
that in order to sell I have to 
cancel that mortgage, because 
otherwise there will not be 
anyone interested in buying. 
How can I cancel that 
mortgage? 

The solution is to go to court, 
since it is necessary to start a 
judicial procedure in order to 
cancel the liens. Taking into ac-
count the time that has passed 
and that the financial company 
no longer exists, the judge will 
issue a resolution for the can-
cellation of the mortgage.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

Friends of the 16-year-old 
called the El Corte Inglés 
store in Puerto Banús to 
try to stop him and a girl 
from throwing themselves 
off the roof. Security 
guards saved the girl’s life 

:: SUR 

MARBELLA. The expatriate com-
munity in Marbella has been com-
ing to terms this week with the 
shock death of a teenager just be-
fore midday on Friday, 2 Novem-
ber after he jumped from the roof 
of the El Corte Inglés department 
store in Puerto Banús. 

The 16-year-old boy, reported to 
have had British nationality, took 
his life after he and a 14-year-old 
girl made their way onto the roof 
through an emergency exit. 

Earlier, the couple had an-
nounced on social media that they 
planned to jump. Friends anxiously 
rang El Corte  Inglés to warn them 
while searching local streets. A mo-

ment of hesitation allowed secu-
rity staff to grab hold of the girl. 
But it was too late to save the boy 
who fell about 20 metres onto 
some trees on the corner of the 
main square in Puerto Banús, an 
area full of shoppers and tourists 
at that time of day.  

Panic attack 
The girl was taken to hospital after 
suffering a subsequent panic attack. 
When she found out she had been 
trapped and the guards were re-
straining her, she reportedly asked 
them to take a photo with her mo-
bile phone to post on social media. 

The disbelief across the Costa was 
especially sharply felt among the pu-
pils of Aloha College and their fami-
lies. The boy was a student at the 
well-known private school in the 
Nueva Andalucía area of Marbella 
which follows the British curricu-
lum. The boy had been on half term 
the day he jumped. 

A statement from Aloha College 
on Wednesday read, “Aloha College 
Marbella is sad to report the tragic 

loss of life, last Friday 2 November, 
of one of its pupils.  He was a won-
derful boy and a student at Aloha 
College for 12 years. 

“The Board of Trustees, staff, par-
ents and students of Aloha College 
offer their sincere condolences to 
his family. Aloha College continues 
to be focussed on the wellbeing of 
its pupils, to help them through 
this difficult time. 

“He will be warmly remembered, 
and sorely missed.” 

Steps the school has taken to help 

the school community emerged dur-
ing the week.  

Dealing with a tragedy 
Once word of the tragedy spread, the 
school activated  a plan to keep pu-
pils and their families informed, in-
cluding sending an email to parents 
advising them to talk about what 
had happened with their children. 

The email said that on Monday, 
when the school returned from the 
half term break, a special assembly 
would be held and that a psycholo-

gist was being brought in. Subsequent 
messages sent out gave details of the 
funeral of the boy. 

Speaking to SUR of how to cope 
with suicide risk among young peo-
ple, experts said it was important to 
encourage pupils to look for signs of 
risk among friends.   

International school 
community strives to 
deal with teenage 
pupil’s suicide 

The scene of the tragedy outside El Corte Inglés in Puerto Banús. :: JOSELE-LANZA

z·   For confidential emotional 
support in English in Spain:   
Freephone: 900 525 100    
Email:pat@samaritansinspain.com
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IN BRIEF

Two arrested for  
‘Ronaldinho’ mugging 

MARBELLA 
::  SUR. Two Algerian men aged 
38 and 51 have been arrested in 
Marbella, accused of having 
robbed a tourist in Elviria on 29 
October using the so-called ‘Ron-
aldinho’ method. This consists of 
pretending to explain to the vic-
tim how to ‘dribble’ a football, 
then grabbing him, trying to pull 
him to the ground and stealing 
anything of value he is carrying. 

The men were detained after 

a police patrol in Elviria spotted 
them struggling with an elderly 
man, who they then pushed to 
the ground. One of the thieves 
was arrested on the spot, while 
the other, who was trying to run 
to a car parked nearby, was caught 
a few metres away.  

The police recovered the man’s 
mobile phone, among other be-
longings, and the men have been 
charged with carrying out a rob-
bery with violence.  

A search of the car revealed 195 
euros in cash, a frequency inhibi-
tor, caps, hats and maps of the 
area. 

Elderly man stabs his 
“unbearable” son  

MALAGA 
:: J.CANO/J.SEDANO. Police have 
arrested a 72-year-old man for stab-
bing his son during an argument be-
cause living with him was “unbear-
able”. The son, 46, was admitted to 
hospital with two stab wounds to 
his stomach. The older man, whose 
face was bruised, claimed that his 
son is a drug addict, had punched 
him when he came home and that 
he had reacted violently because he 
couldn’t stand the situation any 
more. He said his son was frequently 
aggressive, and made life unbear-
able for him and his wife, who has 
mental problems.

Arrested for sexually 
abusing his daughters 

MALAGA 
:: A.FRÍAS/J.CANO. A man and his 
father have been arrested in Malaga, 
one for sexually abusing his two 
daughters for several years, telling 
them he would hurt their mother 
if they told her what had happened, 
and the other for knowing what was 
going on and doing nothing about 
it. The girls’ mother, who is sepa-
rated from her husband, went to 
the police after one daughter told 
her that she had been abused sev-
eral times during a year when she 
was living with her father. The po-
lice say that in fact both girls were 
abused, over a period of several years.

:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA. Patricia Rivas, a bi-
ologist with the Pro Dunas envi-
ronmental association, was driv-
ing along the A-7 towards Estepona 
last Friday when she saw some-
thing very unexpected: a griffon 
vulture beside the road. The ani-
mal, a large adult, was perched on 

the barrier on the right-hand side 
of the motorway, showing obvi-
ous signs of exhaustion.  

Once Patricia had informed her 
colleagues at Pro Dunas, they de-
cided to try to rescue the vulture,   
although this was no easy task and 
they had to bring a towel and trans-
porter to catch and carry it.  

The rescue opera-
tion was carried 
out by Pro Du-
nas members, 
officers from 
the Guardia 
Civil Nature 
Protection 
service (Se-
prona) and 
an environ-
mental officer 
from the Junta 
de Andalucía.  

L u c k i l y ,  
they were suc-
cessful and the 
vulture is now 

being cared for at the 
CREA (Centre for 

Recuperation of 
E n d a n g e r e d  

Species) in 
Malaga. 

The vul-
ture, who 
Pro Dunas 
has called 

‘Castor’ after 
the place 
where it was 
found, near 
the river of the 
same name in 
Estepona, had 
no fractured 

bones but was suffering from ex-
treme fatigue, says Susanne 
Stamm, the spokeswoman for the 
association.  

She explains that the rescue op-
eration was difficult because they 
didn’t want the bird to try to fly 
off, as it would have been danger-
ous for drivers on the A-7 and for  
the vulture itself, which is thought 
to have been migrating to Africa.   

“People need to know that vul-
tures are lovely creatures. We are 
all a bit afraid of them, but they 
are beautiful and by rescuing this 
one we have helped with their 
preservation,” says Suzanne, 
proudly. 

Pro Dunas rescues a griffon 
vulture which had landed 
beside the A-7 near Estepona

The man, aged 52, was 
on the board of the 
Nuestra Padre Jesús 
religious brotherhood, 
and the boy, who was 
also a member, played in 
the municipal band 

:: MARÍA GARCÍA 

ARRIATE. A 52-year-old man and 
his young son were killed in a fire 
at their home in Arriate, in the Ser-
ranía de Ronda, in the early hours 
of Wednesday morning. Three 
other members of the same fam-
ily (the man’s 43-year-old wife and 
two children aged 23 and 20) and 
a Guardia Civil officer needed hos-
pital treatment for smoke inhala-
tion and were released later the 
same day.  

The fire began shortly before 
2am at the property, number 79 
Calle La Habana, and firefighters, 
Guardia Civil and Local Police of-
ficers rushed to the scene, along 
with medical professionals. The 
blaze was apparently started by a 
brazier on the ground floor, and it 
quickly spread to the first floor, 
where the family were sleeping. A 

neighbour says he was woken up 
by the sound of one of the family 
members shouting; he had man-
aged to get out onto the terrace and 
was calling for help. “We gave him 
hose pipes and did everything we 
could to assist,” says the neighbour.   

The family are very well-known 
in Arriate and the nearby area. The 
father was on the board of the re-
ligious brotherhood of Nuestra Pa-
dre Jesús in the village, and the boy 
who died was also an active mem-
ber. He also played with the Nues-
tra Señora del Rosario music band. 

Both associations have expressed 
their shock and sadness about this 
tragedy.  

Arriate council has declared 
three official days of mourning, 
and the mayor has expressed their 
sadness at the loss of “two lovely 
people with a very special cha-
risma”. He said the family is well-
known and much-loved in Arriate, 
and that the town hall would be 
doing everything it could to help 
the rest of the family, including 
providing them with somewhere 
else to live. 

A father and son die in a   
fire at their home in Arriate

The front of the house in Calle La Habana. :: MARÍA GARCÍA 
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The vulture is now recovering at 
the CREA centre in Malaga. :: SUR
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:: FERNANDO TORRES 

TEBA. The central government de-
clared parts of inland Malaga prov-
ince an official emergency area last 

Friday, as had been expected. The 
move allows towns and villages af-
fected by recent record rainfall to 
access more aid to repair damage. 
Other flood-affected areas in Spain 
were also included in the order.   

The announcement came on the 
same day that some 400 demon-
strators from the inland munici-
palities of  Teba, Campillos and Ar-
dales travelled to the capital to con-
tinue their campaign for more sup-
port from the authorities.  The may-

ors of these districts had vowed to 
keep up their fight until the emer-
gency area was officially declared. 

Mayors meet government 
On Tuesday and Wednesday this 
week, the government’s represen-
tative in Malaga province met with 
mayors and representatives from 
42 towns and villages to discuss the 
process to apply for relief funds. 
The regional government is also 
providing aid.    

Residents from inland Malaga province protest outside the Spanish parliament last Friday. :: SUR

An emergency area has  
now been declared as 
expected, and mayors 
have been  briefed by the 
government on how to 
apply for funds 

InIand towns take flood aid 
protests to streets of Madrid

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE.  Op-
position councillors in Alhaurín el 
Grande have asked for a special 
council meeting in a bid to oust 
the mayor, who they say has been 
“illegally” exercising power for al-
most two years. 

Presenting their submission this 
week for the extraordinary full 
council session, they said they 
hoped it would be the first stage 
towards a vote of no confidence in 
current mayor Antonia Ledesma. 

A court recently ruled that a pre-
vious meeting of councillors aimed 

at voting out the mayor back in 
January 2017 had been wrongly 
halted. At the time, the town hall 
decided that one suspended coun-
cillor was ineligible to vote in the 
chamber, a move which prevented 
the expected majority of council-
lors voting down Ledesma. Now a 
judge has said that that decision 
21 months ago was wrong. 

The mayor was previously with 
the X Alhaurín party in 2017, but is 
now back as part of the PP party 
where she originally started her po-
litical career. She has not yet said if 
she will appeal the court decision.   

Opposition councillors hand in their meeting request. :: SUR

Mayor under threat in 
Alhaurín el Grande as a 
no-confidence vote looms 
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Residents of El Borge 
joined politicians to pay 
their respects to the 
family of Salvador 
Fernández Marin who was 
found dead on Monday 

:: A. PELÁEZ / J. CANO 

EL BORGE. Family members, 
friends and residents joined the 
mayors of Axarquía villages on Tues-
day for the funeral of Salvador 
Fernández Marin, the mayor of El 
Borge, who was found dead on Mon-
day afternoon. 

The mayor’s body was found hang-
ing from a tree on at his family’s es-
tate, after he failed to attend a coun-
cil meeting which was due to take 
place at that time at the town hall. 

An autopsy concluded that there 
were no signs of a struggle. It is be-
lieved that the mayor committed sui-
cide by hanging himself.  

Fernández, who had been mayor 
of El Borge since 2011, would have  
celebrated his 48th birthday on 

Wednesday. He leaves a wife and son.  
The Spanish Socialist party sus-

pended all the events scheduled for 
Tuesday in the province and two days 
of mourning were declared for 
Wednesday and Thursday in El Borge. 
Flags have been flying at half mast 

in the village since news of his death 
broke.  

Posting on Twitter, president of 
the Junta de Andalucía, Susana Díaz, 
said: “I am thinking of his family, of 
his neighbors in El Borge and I can’t 
imagine how they must be feeling.” 

Funeral takes place of popular 
mayor who committed suicide

Salvador Fernández Marin (right) on Monday. :: SUR

IN BRIEF

Vélez-Málaga company 
launches own hummus 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 
::  E. P. Vélez-Málaga based com-
pany Avomix, which is owned by 
the Reyes Gutiérrez group, has 
used the Fruit Attraction fair in 
Madrid to launch its new line of 
hummus. 

The company is behind prod-
ucts such as mango sauce and gua-
camole which are already sold 
widely in supermarkets including 
Mercadona and Lidl across Spain.  

A spokesperson for the company 
said that they are in talks with food 
retailers in and around the Madrid 
area with a view to start selling 
the hummus, which they say, does 
not contain additives.

Studio spaces in old 
sugar cane factory 

TORRE DEL MAR 
::  A. P. The Vélez-Málaga deputy 
mayor’s office in Torre del Mar has 
announced that from this Saturday 
a number of rooms at the Azucar-
era, or old sugar cane factory, to the 
east of the town, will be available 
to use as studio or study spaces. The 
rooms will be available from 
10.30am until 2pm and from 5 to 
8pm from Monday to Saturday and 
from 11am to 2pm on Sundays.

Guest threatens to set 
fire to popular hotel  

TORRE DEL MAR 
::  EFE. A 57-year-old man threat-
ened to set fire to the popular Mai-
nake hotel in Torre del Mar last Fri-
day when staff refused his request 
to stay an additional night as he was 
unable to pay for it. The man told 
staff that he was carrying a container 
of petrol with which he was going 
to set fire to the building. The con-
tainer was later found to be empty 
and the man left the hotel in a taxi.

Locally-produced hummus. :: A. PELAÉZ

Carer accused of using 
clients’ credit cards 

MALAGA 
:: EFE. Torrox-Algarrobo police have 
arrested a care worker on suspicion 
of fraud. The woman worked for a 
company which provided carers to 
the elderly or people with reduced 
mobility. She is believed to have 
copied the credit and debit card 

numbers of her clients and made 
online purchases as well as paid 
bills totalling 2,865 euros. 

Police traced the online pur-
chases to an unnamed cosmetics 
company and also discovered that 
the woman had produced a series 
of video tutorials explaining how 
to use the products she had pur-
chased. The carer was arrested in 
Malaga and is due to appear in 
court.

Raquel Welch and Rupert 
Grint have in the past 
both appeared in films 
and series featuring the 
town’s beaches  

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Vélez-Málaga 
town hall has announced plans to 
attract television and film produc-
tion to the town’s beaches.   

The idea behind the project, 
‘Eight Cinema Beaches’ is to con-

tact companies such as Netflix to 
promote the diversity of Vélez-
Málaga’s coastline, which council-
lor for Tourism and Beaches and 
deputy mayor, Jesús Atencia, said 
in a press statement, “offer every-
thing from urban locations to un-
spoiled beaches”.  

The move comes several months 
after filming for the new season of 
the series Snatch, starring Rupert 
Grint, took place in Torre del Mar 
as well as other locations in Malaga 
province.  

In 1967, Raquel Welch flew over 

the skies of Vélez-Málaga in the 
film, Fathom, and since then the 
town’s coastline has appeared in a 
number of Spanish programmes as 
well as the UK’s ITV and TLC, a US 
television channel.

Town hall bids to attract 
filmmakers to Vélez-Málaga 

Torre del Mar beach. :: SUR
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:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA.  Councillors in Mar-
bella are planning to install three 
giant vertical gardens in promi-
nent sites in the municipality. The 
aim is to improve the image of 
places with a lot of traffic and re-
place advertising hoardings with 
plants.  

The three locations that will get 
the eye-catching displays of vege-
tation are; the bridge over the 
Golden Mile next to the Puente 
Romano Hotel; the footbridge over 
Avenida Cánovas del Castillo near 
the centre; and entrances to the 
road tunnel under the pedestrian 
Avenida del Mar near the old town.  

The plant displays will be wa-
tered by a system that recycles un-
used irrigation water and will take 
two months to put up once the 
contract is awarded  

 The work has been put out to 
tender with a budget of 150,000 
euros and it hoped that they will 
be installed by the spring. 

Advertising on the bridge on the Golden Mile. :: SUR

BEFORE

Artist’s impression of the new vertical garden. :: SUR

AFTER

Marbella  to go green with three vertical gardens 
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:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA.  The two people 
at the top of the Town Planning 
department at Marbella town 
hall have said that they have no 
plans to force the demolition of 
non-legalised buildings in the 
municipality. 

Speaking at a meeting of the 
CIT business-leaders group in Mar-
bella, Kika Carcuel, councillor for 
Planning, said that while it was 
impossible to offer a uniform fix 
for all the illegal building that 
went on while the GIL party was 
in power, the council was not aim-
ing to demolish any of it. 

Marbella is still following a  
master town plan from the 1980s 
after a 2010 master town plan was 
cancelled by a court in 2015. Con-
sequently there is a lot of long-
term planning uncertainty 

José María Morente, director 
of the department, explained that 
the tendering process for draw-
ing up a new plan should begin 
by the end of November and the 
contract awarded by March.  

Attendees at the meeting criti-
cised the current 18-month aver-
age time to approve a planning 
application. 

Council doesn’t 
plan on knocking 
down illegal 
buildings, say town 
planning bosses 

The rundown bullring is set for a new lease of life. :: J-L

The new Marbella Arena 
will open in May and will 
host concerts and sports 
events and boast a 
selection of terraces and 
restaurants   

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. The old bull ring in 
Puerto Banús, which closed its 
doors in 2010, will be reopening 
in May next year as the Marbella 
Arena, an auditorium for cultural 
events surrounded by terraces, bars 

and restaurants. The project, an-
nounced on Wednesday, is being 
handled by Grupo Teatro Goya who 
are investing 30 million euros in 
the renovation of the building.  

The new cultural centre will 
hold 5,000 people, 1,000 of which 
can be seated around the ring. 
There will also be 60 gallery seats 
in three tiers. 

Dressing rooms and storage ar-
eas are also being created and over 
the winter the arena will be cov-
ered, although plans to do this is 
still being discussed according to 
the developers. 

Promoters announce project to 
convert Puerto Banús’ bullring 
into a cultural auditorium 

IN BRIEF

Athletics stadium still 
on track for next year  

ESTEPONA 
:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ.  Estepona’s 
new athletics stadium is still on 
course to open in the first half of 
next year, the town hall has said. 
So far 60 per cent of the building, 

which includes 1,000 parking 
spaces beneath it, has been       
completed. 

The site, near the feria ground 
and Felipe VI auditorium to the 
north of the town centre, covers 
16,488 square metres. The stadium 
has been designed to a high speci-
fication so as to host official athlet-
ics events.

Grant agreed for fishing 
mooring at La Duquesa 

MANILVA 
:: C.M. Manilva council has received 
a 266,000 euro EU grant via a pro-
vincial fishing association to pre-
pare its plan for breakwaters on 
the beach at La Duquesa. The aim 
is to provide more sheltered moor-
ings for local fishing boats that cur-
rently have to use the leisure port, 
as well as ways to trap sand and 
prevent the beach being eroded.

Extra 500,000 euros 
for resort flood repairs 

MARBELLA 
:: M.P. Despite having put aside a 
million euros for emergency re-
pairs after last month’s floods from 
its funds, Marbella town hall has 
had to increase the budgeted 
amount by a further 500,000 euros. 
Council inspectors have identified 
a further dozen significant repair 
works, including damage to the 
road to La Mairena from Elviria.  

Current state of the building work at the north of the town. :: SUR
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No starting date has been 
given and the PP party 
has claimed that the 
announcement is 
“another cynical move” 
by the PSOE ahead of 
regional elections  

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. Residents and tourists in 
La Cala de Mijas will be getting 24-
hour cover at the local health cen-
tre at last, as well as a 7-day emer-
gency ambulance service. 

The announcement comes after 
years of campaigning by locals. Cur-
rently once the daytime doctors’ 
surgeries end, patients have to 
travel to Las Lagunas health cen-
tre, some 10 kilometres away, for 
urgent treatment. In an emergency, 
ambulances also have to travel out 
from Las Lagunas.  

Residents’ groups took their 
campaign for round-the-clock cover 
to the Andalusian regional parlia-
ment and had gathered a petition 
with thousands of signatures.  

Despite the good news, the an-
nouncement generated political 
controversy. The news wasn’t re-
leased by the PSOE-party-con-

trolled Junta de Andalucía health 
department, possibly due to re-
strictions on announcements 
ahead of regional elections, but by 
the leader of the PSOE group on 
Mijas council, Josele González. The 
regional health service subse-
quently confirmed the councillor’s  
Facebook post but couldn’t say 
when the service would be ready.   

 “The ambulance has to be put 

out to tender and then plans drawn 
up for running the emergency de-
partment,” sources at the Junta said.  

Despite the PSOE announce-
ment, opposition politicians have 
criticised the move. Esperanza Oña 
of the PP claimed that it was a “de-
ceitful electoral move” and ques-
tioning whether the promise would 
be kept once the regional elections 
were over. 

La Cala health centre will get 24-hour 
emergency cover at last, says councillor  

:: I. GELIBTER 

MIJAS.  The owners of the don-
key service in Mijas staged a dem-
onstration on Tuesday, supported 
by the council, in protest at what 
they say are “lies” from PACMA, 
the animal rights’ political party. 

Last Saturday, a Mijas donkey 
was taken ill suddenly and died. 
PACMA candidate in the forth-
coming regional elections, Eva 
Ramos, had said that “the don-
key died in agony” after being ig-
nored by the town hall, police and 
owners.  

Owner of the donkey, Salvador 
Torres, strongly denied the accu-
sations on Tuesday at the protest 
in Mijas Pueblo, explaining that 
the animal had had veterinary at-
tention at all times but that noth-
ing could be done  to save it. “The 
donkeys are part of our family,” 
he said, “They aren’t work tools 
to us but colleagues and nobody 
loves them as much as us. They 
help us put bread on the table.” 
He added that a photo PACMA 
published of the donkey to sup-
port its ill-treatment claim was 
24 hours after death and that he 
was considering legal action 
against the political group. 

Mijas donkey 
owners protest 
over campaigners’ 
“lies” about 
animal’s death   

The health centre in La Cala de Mijas. :: I. G.

:: JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA.  GPs and paediatri-
cians in Malaga province are to 
step up their industrial action. 
Some doctors are calling for 
more time to see patients and 
better working conditions.  

At a meeting on Monday, 
those supporting stoppages de-
cided to change their strategy, 
halting the current part-time 
strike action and stopping work 
all day instead on 16, 23 and 27 
November.   

 The doctors also voted to 
hold larger-scale demonstra-
tions soon to increase the visi-
bility of their protest.  

Up to now, not all doctors 
have taken part in the stoppages   
and minimum legal service lev-
els have also limited the impact 
of the action. 

More family 
doctors’ strikes 
for later in 
November are 
announced 
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:: TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. A group of Pol-
ish tour operators visited Malaga 
last week with the aim of building 
new tourism links between the 
Costa del Sol and Poland. The 
young travel agents represented 
Rainbow Tours, a company that 
specialises in promoting holidays 
in Andalucía.  

The group visited hotels, sights 
and leisure facilities in various re-
sorts along the coast. The agents 
were met in Benalmádena by the 
councillor for tourism, Encarnación 
Cortés, who accompanied them on 
a guided tour of the town hall, 
Benalmádena Pueblo and Arroyo de 
la Miel.  

Benalmádena has become a popu-
lar choice for Polish tourists. Be-
tween April and October of this year, 
more than 12,000 visited the Costa 
del Sol and the majority stayed in 
hotels in Benalmádena. According 
to statistics released by the Costa 
del Sol tourist board, in 2018, the 

Polish market grew by more than 
17 per cent in relation to the same 
period of the previous year. 

Encarnación Cortés said, “The 
Polish tourist market has become 
increasingly more interested in the 
Costa del Sol in general, and espe-
cially Benalmádena, where increas-
ing numbers of citizens are choos-

ing to spend their holidays. We are 
extremely grateful for the hard 
work of these dedicated tour opera-
tors and we look forward to future 
links with the Polish market.” 

Rainbow Tours has been operat-
ing for 29 years and it is currently 
the second largest tour operator in 
Poland. 

Benalmádena takes steps to boosts 
links with Polish tourism sector

The Polish tour operators visited Benalmádena last week :: SUR

Railway workers will be 
able to start in the next 
few days reinstalling the 
lines washed away in last 
month’s flooding between 
Pedrera and Osuna   

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. The Public Works min-
istry and the railways administra-
tor (ADIF) have agreed to use a sec-
tion of the AVE track which was con-
structed between Antequera and 
Seville but never completed, to solve 
the problem caused by the severe 
flooding last month.  

The section measures eleven kilo-
metres and will divert the present 
route away from the Aguadulce area 
where the Río Blanco broke its banks 
and destroyed the bridge. The ‘by-
pass’ will keep both the Osuna and 
Pedrera stations operational and re-
establish the conventional track be-

tween Malaga and Seville (the high 
speed AVE was not affected). 

ADIF suggested thepossibility 
of this bypass using the abandoned 
section as soon as the damage to 
the line had been assessed and the 
process for both parties to reach 
an agreement was completed 

quickly, scarcely three weeks af-
ter the flooding.  

The work is expected to take just 
a few months as it is only necessary 
to connect up to the bypass at each 
end and as the trains that use the 
line are diesel are not electric, only 
a conventional track is required.

Deal reached for use of abandoned 
track to bypass flood damage

The authorisation does 
not include the 
archaeological 
excavation planned by 
the town hall   

:: JESÚS HINOJOSA 

MALAGA. The Junta de Andalucía 
has given the green light for the 
demolition of the old Astoria and 
Victoria cinemas in the surround-
ings of Plaza de la Merced in Malaga.  

The demolition will enable the   
town hall to finish the archaeo-
logical excavations that have been 
started inside the Astoria.  

The archaeological findings will 
decide whether they can go ahead 
with building an underground 
auditorium with various floors 
above for cultural use dedicated 
to the Fundación Picasso. There 

will also be spaces for restaurants 
and other businesses.  

The budget for the demolition 
is set at 413,790 euros and work 
to pull down the buildings is ex-
pected to take about two months 
although it is unlikely to start un-
til spring next year.  

The archaeological survey to 
find out what lies beneath the As-
toria has still not been author-
ised. The ‘preventative’ dig which 
will go down five metres, will 
cost 346,685 euros and will take 
five months to complete.  

Remains already uncovered un-
der the buildings were docu-
mented in 2007 and 2008 and 
will be protected during the 
demolition process with a layer 
of gravel.  

Once demolition works are fin-
ished the archaeological remains 
will have an opaque covering.  

Demolition of iconic 
Malaga cinemas is given 
the go-ahead by the Junta

EN BREVE

Council starts campaign 
against shisha pipes 

BENALMÁDENA 
:: I. GELIBTER. The excessive use 
of shisha pipes in bars in 
Benalmádena has provoked a 
campaign by the town’s Health 
department to inform people of 
the dangers associated with them.  

According to Alicia Ladagga, 
Health councillor, one hour us-
ing one of these ‘hubble bubble’ 
pipes is equivalent to smoking 

two packets of tabacco and the 
combustion process “releases ten 
times more carbon monoxide 
than conventional tabacco”. She 
adds that “there is also the risk 
of transmitting respiratory ill-
nesses and diseases by sharing 
the mouth piece”.  

In order to get the message 
across, the town hall will be pass-
ing out a series of leaflets in 
schools and colleges and making 
visits to bars to inform people of 
the risks of smoking with a shisha 
pipe. 

Prosecutors seeks 10 
years for ex-Ronda mayor 

RONDA 
:: SUR.  Prosecutors are asking for 
a ten-year jail sentence for the 
former mayor of Ronda. 

Antonio Marín Lara is accused 
of suspected planning corruption 
and other linked possible of-
fences. Six other people are also 
accused. Lara was mayor from 
2007 to 2011. The trial is being 
prepared. 

Demands for better 
health infrastructure   

TORREMOLINOS 
:: A. GÓMEZ. The poor condition 
of the Hospital Marítimo and health 
centres and services in Torremoli-
nos have attracted complaints from 
council members. The deficiencies 
were recognised back in 2015 but 
plans to modernise were paralysed 
by the crisis. The Junta says it has 
already invested 800,000 euros in 
improvements.

The condition of the railway track after the flooding. :: ÑITO SALAS
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The mayor of Malaga was 
at the Kremlin last 
Sunday to receive the 
prize at the annual 
National Unity Day event 

:: RAFAEL M. MAÑUECO 

MALAGA. The mayor of Malaga, 
Francisco de la Torre, was in Mos-
cow last Sunday to receive  the Al-
exander Pushkin medal on behalf 
of the city from Russian President, 
Vladimir Putin. The ceremony at the 
Kremlin is an annual event to cele-
brate Russia’s National Unity Day. 

The president acknowledged 
Malaga’s support for Russian cul-
ture and congratulated the city on 
the success  of the high-profile 
branch of the Russian State Museum 
from St Petersburg, which opened 
on the Costa del Sol in 2015. Since 
then, it has had over half a million 
visitors through its doors and has 
showcased 18 exhibitions. 

De la Torre expressed his grati-
tude on receiving this award for the 
Russian Museum in Malaga, saying 
that the museum itself is a “home 
for Russian art in the Mediterra-

nean”. He added that it is the shar-
ing of culture between Russia and 
Spain that means the two will al-
ways “coexist with peace, looking 
towards the future”. 

National Unity Day, a public holi-
day, was started in 2005 and marks 
the 4 November 1612 when Polish 
troops were expelled from Moscow. 

The medal is named after Alexan-
der Pushkin, father of modern Rus-
sian literature.  De la Torre was 
among other recipients of the award 
at the prestigious event. 

Last year the mayor was awarded 
Officer of  the French Legion of Hon-
our for his support in the opening of  
Paris’s Pompidou Centre on the Costa.

Vladimir Putin and Francisco de la Torre in the Kremlin last Sunday. :: EFE

Putin awards city of Malaga with 
Pushkin medal in recognition of 
support for Russian Museum 

:: Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO 

MALAGA.  The city council in 
Malaga has opened up its pavil-
ion at the city’s show ground to 
central government as an emer-
gency base to temporarily accom-
modate migrants arriving from 
north Africa by boat. 

Faced with a lack of space for 
the growing numbers reaching 
Spain, alternative places to house  
the migrants are being used. So 
far this year the Red Cross has 
taken care of 7,000 arrivals in 
Malaga province, when in the 
whole of last year the total was 
2,292. 

Pictures were published last 

week of migrants sleeping on the 
ground near the port under a tem-
porary awning, drawing criticism.  

The pavilion or “caseta” on the  
show ground, on the outskirts of 
the city, is usually only used each 
August to host town hall events 
and guests during the annual 
Malaga Feria. There were 253 
men in the first group of migrant 
arrivals there this week, where 
they are held before being moved 
on to formal processing centres.    

Central government hopes to 
build a permanent migrant re-
ception facility in Malaga port, 
similar to one in the Campo de 
Gibraltar. 

City’s fairground used to 
house new migrant arrivals  

Police and migrants outside the “caseta” this week. :: ÑITO SALAS
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From the Rock to the 
City exhibition 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. Two well-known Gibraltar  
artists, Paul Cosquieri and Karl Ull-
ger, are currently exhibiting in the 
City of London, with Phillipa Beale 
and Les Williams from the Lloyd’s 

Art Group. Over 24 works are on dis-
play in ‘From the Rock to the City’, 
and 15 per cent of the sales will be 
donated to the Combe Trust char-
ity. The exhibition at the offices of 
EC3 Legal was officially opened by 
the Minister of Culture, Steven Li-
nares, who said he was delighted 
that local art was being displayed in 
London. 

Gender-neutral toilets in 
new schools 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. The new secondary schools 
which are being built in Gibraltar 
will have gender-neutral lavatories, 
following the lead of the Gibraltar 
College, which has introduced these 
at the request of its students. The 
new schools will have separate toi-
lets for males and females, a gen-
der-neutral one and accessible fa-
cilities for people with disabilities. 

More short uni courses 
released this month 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. Gibraltar University is offer-
ing two short courses in November; 
one is the Rock’s first professional 
blockchain workshop on the 19th 
from 9am to 4.30pm, and the other 
is an Introduction to Financial and 
Management Accounting, from 9am 
to 5pm on the 22nd and 23rd. Fur-
ther information can be obtained 
from www.unigib.edu.gi

Karl (left) and Paul (right) with Steven Linares. :: SUR

Marti Crespo i Sala 
explains why the clergy 
were Menorcan in the 
18th century and the 
links between ‘Llanito’ 
and Menorcan Catalan  

GIBRALTAR. Catalan linguist and 
journalist Martí Crespo i Sala has re-
cently published a fascinating book   
highlighting the importance of the  
Menorcan presence on the Rock of 
Gibraltar. ‘Els minorkeens de Gibral-
tar’ (The ‘minorkeens’ of Gibraltar) 
is the first study dedicated exclusively 
to Menorcan emigration to Gibraltar, 
based on a detailed analysis of Gibral-
tar’s National Archive, as well as di-
ocesan archives in Gibraltar, Cadiz 
and Menorca.  

As well as the insight into the Me-
norcan inhabitants and workers and 
their contribution to Gibraltar 
throughout history, Crespo also sheds 
light on the background to the term 

‘Llanito’ or ‘Yanito’, which is used to 
refer to the people of Gibraltar as well 
as their language. It is usually ex-
plained as a distortion of the names 
John or Gianni, frequent among the 
Rock’s inhabitants at the time. In Me-
norcan Catalan, the English were usu-
ally called Jan (with a similar origin), 
a term that could have reached Gi-
braltar and be used to refer to the 
Rock’s inhabitants. 

Like Yanito, Menorcan also in-
cludes numerous Anglicisms, several 

of which are still commonly used: 
xumèquer (shoemaker), xoc (chalk), 
tornescrús (screwdriver), quic (quick), 
quep (cap), moguin (mahogany), mèr-
vels (marbles), blèc (black), boínder 
(bow window), bòtil (bottle), boi (boy, 
which is still used in the phrase 
“quatre jans i un boi” [four Johns and 
a boy], equivalent to the Castilian ex-
pression cuatro gatos [hardly a soul]). 

The book is published by Institut 
Menorquí d’Estudis/Publicacions de 
l’Abadia de Montserrat.

New book detailing Gibraltar’s 
Menorcan connections is released

Gibraltar had very strong links with Menorca. :: SUR

DEBBIE 
BARTLETT

 debbieb.editorial@ymail.com

GIBRALTAR
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This swift move follows 
this week’s Supreme Court 
decision that overturned a 
ruling by one of its own 
judges and which said that 
customers still had to keep 
on paying the charge  

:: SUR 

MADRID. In a move to silence a 
growing public outcry and gain po-
litical advantage, the prime minis-
ter, Pedro Sánchez, held a hurriedly 
arranged press conference on 
Wednesday to announce that the 
government would change the law 
to force banks to pay a tax on mort-
gage loan transaction paperwork. 

A royal decree to that effect was 
approved at a cabinet meeting on 
Thursday and the law change was 
due to be published in the official 
state bulletin (BOE) today, Friday, 
coming into force on Saturday. 

The announcement came less 
than 24 hours after a meeting of Su-
preme Court judges in Madrid had 
narrowly voted to rule that it should 
be the customers taking out a mort-
gage who should continue to pay 
the increasingly controversial charge. 

The widespread discontent over 
the tax, known as the Impuesto de 
Actos Jurídicos Documentados, has 
grown from nowhere over the last 
few weeks. The fee is levied on a 
broad range of documents processed 
by a notary, not just mortgage pa-
pers, and is a variable percentage 
charged depending on the money 
mentioned in the loan paperwork.  

Up to now banks have been charg-
ing their customers the tax, which 
varies by region. Experts say it can 
be between 1,000 and 4,000 euros 
on a typical mortgage. 

Court finds against banks first 
A Supreme Court ruling was pub-
lished last month which said that, 

as the bank was the party in the deal 
asking for the documents of the loan 
to be registered, then it had to be 
the bank that paid for the tax. 

The minute that first judgment 
was announced on 18 October, bank 
shares fell amid fears that refunds 
would be due on existing mortgages 
as well. 

Dramatic backtracking 
However, with signs of internal dis-
agreements at the highest level of 
the Supreme Court, an unprece-
dented decision was taken to sum-
mon all the judges responsible for 
hearing cases linked to the public 
administration to meet on Monday, 
5 November, to debate and then vote 
on whether their colleague’s deci-
sion should stand or not. 

By the time the judges’ meeting 
arrived this week, public interest had 
grown to such an extent, with claims 
that the judges were trying to pro-
tect the banks’ interests, that no po-
litical party had dared to show sup-
port for the banks continuing to pay.  

The judges’ meeting went on all 

of Tuesday as well. And when the 
final vote came it was 15 in favour 
and 13 against the customer con-
tinuing to pay. 

Analysts said that had the deci-
sion gone against the banks and been 
retrospective, the banks stood to 
lose up to 16 billion euros.  

Consumer rights’ group Facua said 
the verdict was “absolutely disgust-
ing”, as the debate swung from the 
courts to the politicians. 

Government steps in 
By midmorning on Wednesday, Pe-
dro Sánchez had his response ready. 
“The government respects the inde-
pendence of the Judiciary but as the 
Executive we cannot avoid feeling 
sorry about this situation,” he said. 

The opposition PP party said it 
would have gone further and abol-
ished the tax altogether and that the 
government shouldn’t “fool” Span-
iards, as the banks would just put up 
charges elsewhere to compensate. 

Shares in the banks rose between 
one and four per cent on the Spanish 
stock exchange on Wednesday.

Government forces banks to pay 
mortgage-loan notary tax

Protesters outside the Supreme Court this week. :: EFE

There are high local house prices and low local incomes. :: Ñ. S.

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA.  A survey by a respected 
property valuation group has shown 
that Malaga province is just one 
place off the top of the list for rela-
tive unaffordability of homes when 
compared to household income. 

Not only does Malaga have 
among the highest house prices in 
the country, but its inhabitants also 
have below average earnings. 

According to the TINSA survey, 
a typical Malaga family needs to 
spend 21% of its annual gross in-
come on a mortgage. Only the Bale-
arics has a higher percentage at 
23.2% 

Data shows that the average 
mortgage taken out in Malaga prov-
ince is the seventh highest in the 
country at 126,417 euros, while an-
nual household income is 32,077.  

Malaga is one of the provinces 
where mortgages take up the 
highest share of income 

Mercadona goes on 
hiring spree on Costa 

COSTA DEL SOL 
:: SUR. Supermarket chain, Mer-
cadona has announced that it is 
looking for 162 new staff for 
Malaga province. In local super-
markets, 15 new staff are being 
sought in Nerja, 10 in Torrox, 10 
in Rincón de la Victoria, 15 in Vé-
lez-Málaga, 15 in Torremolinos, 15 
in Marbella, 5 in Alhaurín el 
Grande and 5 in Álora. Some 30 
people are being sought for its dis-
tribution centre in Antequera.

Unemployment went up 
by 5,000 in October 

MALAGA 
:: N. TRIGUERO. The number of reg-
istered unemployed in Malaga prov-
ince, including the Costa del Sol, 
increased by 5,000 in October. The 
number registered with the Social 
Security department as unem-
ployed locally is now almost 
150,000. 

On a year-on-year basis, the data 
is still positive for Malaga as there 
are 5,000 fewer unemployed com-
pared to the same time last year.

IN BRIEF
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S
pain’s Supreme Court 
can’t make up its mind 
about who should pay a 
mortgage stamp duty 

known as the Impuesto sobre Ac-
tos Jurídicos Documentados 
(AJD). In a mid-October ruling 
that reversed 20 years of jurispru-
dence, the Court ruled that banks 
should pay the tax; but on Tues-
day that decision was reversed, 
and the Court decided that clients 
will cover the stamp duty. 

Leading the criticism of this 
unprecedented dithering is Span-
ish prime minister Pedro Sán-
chez, who has vowed to reverse 
the reversal so that “the Spanish 
will no longer pay this fee”. Is this 
the same politician, you might be 
wondering, who has repeatedly 
praised the independence of the 
Spanish judiciary and who refuses 
to intervene with its decisions in 
other areas, specifically those re-
lating to Catalonia? Indeed, it is. 
Announcing his intention to 
challenge the AJD ruling on 
Wednesday, Sánchez said, “I re-
spect the independence of the ju-
diciary, but no power is free from 
criticism.” 

The Spanish prime minister 
does respect the Spanish Su-
preme Court’s decisions – but 
only when he agrees with them, 
it seems. Speaking at a NATO 
summit in Brussels in July, Sán-
chez declared that “we do not 
comment on court rulings, we re-
spect them”. We can now add a 
caveat to that solemn declaration 
of trust in the judiciary: “in some 
cases”. 

At the NATO summit, Sánchez 
was referring to a German court’s 
decision to extradite former Cata-
lan president Carles Puigdemont 

– orchestrator of last October’s 
Catalonian independence refer-
endum (O-1) – to Spain for mis-
use of public funds. The Socialist 
leader has also been supportive of 
his own country’s judiciary in its 
treatment of Catalan separatists. 
Most recently, he’s refused to 
challenge the Spanish Supreme 
Court’s ruling to put eighteen ‘in-
dependistas’ on trial for their role 
in O-1. Why? Because he respects 
the independence of the judici-
ary, obviously! 

Sánchez’s decision to chal-
lenge the Spanish Supreme Court 
over its latest AJD decision 
shouldn’t be surprising. The 
PSOE leader is a consummate PR 
man, always with his eye on a 
trendy policy; and it looks much 
better, he’s obviously decided, to 
speak out in favour of homeown-
ers than to treat Catalan separa-
tists with leniency. 

Ironically, though, Sánchez’s 
intention to reverse the mortgage 
tax ruling undermines his stance 
on Catalonia. If “no power is free 
from criticism”, then the Court’s 
decision to put politicians on trial 
for arranging O-1 – for “political 
crimes”, as secessionists call them 
– could also be challenged, at least 
in principal.   

Don’t hold your breath for that 
to happen, though. Sánchez is 
just as opposed to Catalonian in-
dependence as his Conservative 
predecessor Mariano Rajoy was. 
His choice not to intervene in the 
Court’s treatment of Catalan 
separatists, then, is precisely that 
– a choice. What the AJD case 
shows is that the Spanish prime 
minister doesn’t regard his coun-
try’s judiciary as being above its 
own laws.

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

ABOVE THE LAW?

The government also 
wants to increase the 
amount of points a driver  
can lose on their licence 
to six for using a mobile   

:: J. LUIS ALVAREZ 

MADRID.  Roads between towns 
and cities that have just a single 
lane in both directions are set to 
see their speed limits lowered from 
100 to 90 km/h at the start of 2019 
thanks to an express change in the 
law being planned in Madrid.  

The government’s traffic agency, 
DGT, has announced the move in 
an attempt to reduce road deaths 
on this type of road. In 2017 there 
were 1,013 deaths on single-lane 
non-urban roads with no central 
dividing barrier. This was over three 
quarters of the total killed on the 
county’s main road network.  The 
plan is also to reduce the limit to 
80 km/h for vans, buses and lor-

ries. If there is a barrier between 
the traffic in different directions, 
the speed limit will stay at 100 
km/h.  The Spanish cabinet is ex-
pected to approve the move shortly.  

The government also wants to 
introduce harsher penalties for mo-
torists caught being distracted talk-
ing on mobile phone or using mes-

saging apps. Here they want to see 
drivers lose more of their licence, 
under the Spanish system of dis-
counting penalty points from a  
start total.  

This will mean using the phone 
will be as heavily penalised as er-
ratic driving or refusing to take a 
breathalyser test. 

Speed limit set to come down to 
90km/h on single-lane main roads 

Tougher road-safety measures should be introduced in January. :: EFE

:: SUR 

MADRID.  The Spanish medicines 
control agency, Aemps, has recom-
mended that health care workers 
don’t prescribe the common pain-
killer metamizol (better known as 
Nolotil) to tourists, where it is im-
possible to monitor their reaction 
to the drug.  The move follows a se-
ries of high-profile cases of severe 
reactions and fatalities in British 
patients after being legally pre-
scribed metamizol in Spain. 

Aemps said that among the pos-
sible side effects is a severe lower-
ing of the amount of  white blood 
cells, effectively poisoning the 
blood.  The condition is known as 
agranulocitosis, and Aemps says it 
has seen an increase in cases in 
Spain in parallel to the rise in the 
use of Nolotil, which has doubled 
in the last 10 years.   

It is not known why studies 
show that British patients are af-

fected more, but a genetic differ-
ence in inhabitants of northern 
Europe has been suggested as a rea-
son. Now Aemp says it is better not 
to give Nolotil to tourists that can-
not be monitored and to take ex-
tra care with older patients. 

Nolotil is banned in the UK, most 
of the EU and the US, among other 
countries. 

Doctors told not to prescribe 
Nolotil pills to tourists after 
problems with British patients 

The drug is sold as Nolotil. :: EFE

Government seeks to 
outwit Franco’s family 

MADRID 
:: SUR.  The government is study-
ing a further, last-minute amend-
ment to its law to permit the ex-
humation of General Franco’s 
body in a bid to out manoeuvre 
his family. 

Faced with the embarrassing 
prospect of Franco’s family bury-
ing him in the public crypt of Ma-
drid’s Almudena cathedral instead 
of the more isolated Valle de Los 
Caídos, the government is con-
sidering adding to its express re-
form of the Historical Memory 
law to stop those involved in the 
former dictatorship being buried 
in places open to the public.

IN BRIEF
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T
here’s no better way of 
clearing the old noggin 
than a brisk six-mile 
walk down to the sea 

from the village where I have a 
little house. The return journey 
is somewhat less brisk, more of a 
desperate melange of unseemly 
gasping and panting before the 
ceremonial quaffing a triumphant 
beer or six in the local bar.  

Actually, I’ve only made it 
twice. Not because I fell headlong 
into a ditch clutching my chest 
and calling out for my mother - 
although that’s always on the 
cards - but rather the fact that the 
locals are so kind hearted that they 
frequently stop to give me a lift. 
The fact is, I really need the exer-
cise and look forward to a couple 
of hours or so winding my way 
home on foot but the people from 
the village are just too generous 
to let me. 

 Last week was a classic exam-

ple. I’d set off, as always, full of 
vim and vigour when about two 
hundred yards into the six miles 
I heard a car pull alongside me 
honking its joyful horn. 

 “Pedro! (charmingly, they call 
me Pedro in the village). Hop in , 
I’ll give you a lift.” 

 It was Pepe’s young daughter, 
recently enamored of a new car 
and wishing profoundly to share 
her boundless delight.  

 “Sorry! I’d rather walk. Good 
for clearing the old bonce and put-
ting the world to rights, don’t you 
know. Thanks anyway. Toodle 
pip!” That, of course, is what I 
didn’t say but probably wanted to. 
What I did say was more conven-
tional. 

 “Er, thank you very much. 
That’s really kind of you.” 

 So, I jumped in and we chatted 
about work prospects for young 
people until we reached the vil-
lage. Highly enjoyable. 

 The next day, I had to head back 
down to the coast and, again, re-
solved to walk. Here we go, then 
- best foot forward, three hundred 
yards down, lots and lots still to 
go. 

“Toot! Toot!” 
 An old bloke with the happi-

est face in the world pulled up. 
“Pedro! Hop in, etc.” 
 I’d never seen him before in 

my life but got into the car, thank-
ing him profusely through grit-
ted teeth. We chatted about the 
Spain of fifty years ago and 
Malaga’s once booming industries 
until we reached the sea and I dis-
embarked. Highly enjoyable.  

 The next day, determined to 
do some bloomin’ exercise if it 
killed me, I went for an eight mile 
jog along the coast, half expect-
ing someone from the village to 
ride by on a bicycle. 

 “Pedro! Hop on - I’ll give you 
seater.”

Killing with kindness
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

I
 haven’t worked out the exact 
figure but I would estimate that 
nine out of ten British CVs that 
include interests at the end, give 

travel as one of them. Whether by 
travel people refer to a backpack-
ing trip around the world or a train 
ride to Skegness once a year, it’s an 
interest included to impress a po-
tential employer. A person who trav-
els is,  at least according to CV writ-
ing advisors, more open-minded, 
cultured, interesting and adventur-
ous. Does that make, therefore, any-
one who would rather not move far 
from home, narrow-minded, un-
cultured, boring and cowardly? Of 
course not, but it’s an easy interest 
to add just in case a potential em-
ployer might think so. 

The World Travel Market in Lon-

don this week concentrated a whole 
world of travel opportunities all un-
der one roof. Destinations around the 
world were vying for the chance to 
help British people, among the world’s 
greatest travellers, live up to their CV 
claims to be well travelled. 

 Of course southern Spain in-
cludes itself among the holiday des-
tinations that enrich the lives and 
minds of their visitors. City breaks 

are a growing trend and Andalucía’s 
provincial capitals certainly offer 
plenty of culture to soak up, in the 
form of history, monuments, mu-
sic, gastronomy, etc. 

On the other hand some might say 
that a holiday on the beach on the 
Costa del Sol does not count as CV-
enhancing travel. But with its miles 
of coastline and sunny climate, as 
well as stunning countryside, Anda-

lucía can offer tourists the chance to 
achieve something that will increase 
their value to employers far more 
than a photo in front of a cathedral: 
the chance to relax, switch off and go 
home refreshed. Or perhaps even for 
some - party hard, switch off and go 
home tired but refreshed. 

The Spanish government said this 
week that it had to take care of this 
country’s tourism industry’s main 
assets - its coastline, beaches and fine 
weather. Sun, sea and sand has always 
been the winning combination that 
has brought millions of visitors to 
Andalucía and the rest of the coun-
try over decades.  

British people in search of a break, 
with or without CV-enhancing cul-
ture, continue to choose Andalucía 
and the Costa del Sol. The interest 

shown this week by tour operators 
proves that this is unlikely to change, 
and Brexit is not going to interfere 
with the British public’s search for 
sunshine, and their love of the Costa 
del Sol. 

This year’s hot summer in the UK, 
if repeated regularly enough, which 
is unlikely, may keep some of the 
country’s sunseekers in Skegness, 
rather than Torremolinos. Prices may 
send some holidaymakers to rival des-
tinations, and the industry in Anda-
lucía is right to show concern. 

The other cheaper countries, how-
ever, can’t boast the same level of 
tourist loyalty that Andalucía enjoys. 

Everyone can put travel among 
their personal interests on their CV, 
but “love of southern Spain” would 
be even more impressive.

Interests: travel
RACHEL HAYNES

IDÍGORAS

The problematic donkey taxis

With reference to your recent 
article about the Mijas donkeys 
(November 2nd to 8th), it is 
shocking that adults are still rid-
ing them in Spain. If tourists re-
fuse to get on them then there 

would be no trade 
so educating peo-
ple is key. 

They need to be 
made aware that 
people over 8st 

(50.8 kg) should not be riding 
them. 

However, having voluntee-
red at the donkey sanctuary in 
Fuente de Piedra (who do a great 
job of educating school children) 
and visited on in Devon I had 
questions that needed answers 
so I spent an afternoon with the 
then 90-year-old Mr Ron Ma-
ger who owns the donkeys that 
give rides to children on the 
beach at Weston-super-Mare in 
North Somerset, England.  

He had in the past sent his 
older donkeys to the sanctuary 
in Devon but in recent years has 
had a change of heart. 

He now keeps the retired 
donkeys in the same field as the 

working donkeys. Most of them 
are related and each morning 
the retired donkeys have to be 
removed from the horse box as 
they want to go to the beach. 

They like and miss the com-
pany, like to be doing something 
and they create a lot of noise 
when they are not allowed to 
go. 

The working donkeys walk 
into the horse box of their own 
accord. They are not tied up at 
the beach and always have sha-
de at the side of the horse box. 

Donkeys are very intelligent 
animals and need a purpose as 
they like to be occupied. 

If we cannot find a purpose 
that suits both the donkeys and 
humans will the only place we 
see them in future years be in 
a zoo? I sincerely hope not. 

Suggestions from readers 
please as to what lighter tasks 
they could be given in Mijas in 
order to maintain their presen-
ce there. 

 
ELAINE REYNOLDS 

BY EMAIL

Southern Spain 
supplement 

What a fantastic supplement 
about Southern Spain! (SUR in 
English, November 2nd to 8th) 
Enjoyed reading it a lot. 

I will keep this for future ref-

erence, my guests will enjoy it 
as well and get new ideas what 
to do and where to go. 

Well done, thank you very 
much. 
  
ARINA OLIJSLAGER 

BY EMAIL
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After all that, how 
are we going to pay 
the tax on our  
mortgage? Will we  
pay directly or 
through whatever  
new costs the banks 
come up with?
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between the two nations, claiming 
that “all Europeans are bound together 
by their common aspirations for 
peace”.  

“As we remember the fallen on 11 
November, it is important to reflect 
on the importance of reconciliation 
and explore how, especially at a time 
when some seek to provoke discord 

and intolerance, we can build bridges 
where others want to build walls,” 
the ambassador declared earlier this 
month. 

In Barcelona, HM Consul Lloyd 
Milen will host a youth debate, to-
gether with his French and German 
counterparts, on the perspectives of 
European Youth over the last 100 
years. 

MALAGA. Sunday 11 November will 
mark the centenary of the end of 
World War I and to commemorate 
the occasion, the British and German 
governments are promoting a spe-
cial programme of bell ringing as a 
symbolic way of remembering the 
importance of peace. President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier will attend the 
service at the Cenotaph in London, 
and this will be the first time a Ger-
man leader has laid a wreath at the 
ceremony.  

The British Embassy in Madrid and 
Consulates across Spain will also mark 
the centenary of the Armistice. Bells 
will be rung at many churches in 
Spain and the bilateral collaboration 
will be marked by several solemn acts 
of remembrance for the estimated 17 

million people who lost their lives in 
one of the deadliest conflicts in the 
history of the human race. 

HMA Simon Manley and German 
ambassador Wolfgang Dold will give 
readings at the Remembrance Day 
service at St George’s Church in Ma-
drid. The British ambassador will also 
attend an event at the German am-

bassador’s residence, during which, 
Dr Robert-Benjamin Gerwarth will 
host a talk under the banner of ‘100 
years after. Why has Europe not found 
peace after the First World War?’ 

Simon Manley explained his de-
light at being able to stand alongside 
his German counterpart to mark rec-
onciliation and the peace that exists 

Consulates across 
Spain will mark the 
centenary of the end of 
WWI with several 
solemn acts of 
remembrance 

Remembering the deadliest conflict in history

Rows of poppy crosses commemorate the fallen. :: SUR

 English Cemetery, Malaga.   
The service will take place in St 
George’s Church at 11am on Sunday. 

 Salon Varietés.   The 1st Fuengi-
rola scout group will take part in 
the opening parade, along with 
senior members and standards 
from branches of the RBL. The 
service will begin at 11am. 

 Mollina.   The Mollina branch of 
RBL will hold a service and parade 
in the Parque La Viña at 11am on 
Saturday 10 November. 

 Coín.   The RBL in Coín will hold 
a service in the Cemetery Chapel 
on Sunday at 11am. 

 Gibraltar.  The Governor’s Re-
membrance Parade will take place 
at 11am on Sunday.

ARMISTICE SERVICES

TONY                  
BRYANT

 tonysureng@gmail.com 
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Are you a foreign resident on the 
Costa del Sol? Want some exclu-
sive treats? Your What’s Hot Loy-
alty Card offers you the best dis-
counts on the coast. 

The What’s Hot Loyalty Card 
is an El Corte Inglés service and 
entitles you to exclusive offers, 
discounts and incentives all along 
the Costa del Sol. Best of all it is 
100% free, so don’t wait another 
second, join today. 

Sign up online at www.what-
shot.es or request an application 
form from  El Corte Inglés shop-
ping centres in Puerto Banús, 
Marbella, Mijas or Malaga. 

Save up to 12 per cent in more 
than 30 supermarkets when pur-
chasing in selected departments 
of Supercor, Supercor Exprés, 
Hipercor and Supermercado.  

Additionally, save up to 30 per 
cent on selected brands and serv-
ices at El Corte Inglés as well as 
exclusive offers all along the coast. 

Your savings can be used on 
any What’s Hot Swipe & Save 
brand, service of your choice, or 

on your next purchase at any El 
Corte Inglés store on the Costa 
del Sol.  

The What’s Hot team is con-
stantly working to ensure you en-
joy the best shopping experience 
providing you with fantastic dis-

counts, services and privileges when 
using your card! 

Check out the offers and con-
ditions online at www.whatshot.es, 
or send an email to: whatshot@el-
corteingles.es  

Telephone: +34 649 694 263

Exclusive loyalty card

ADVERTORIAL El Corte Inglés

The card offers special discounts for foreign customers. SUR

The traditional two-minute silence 
will start the Armistice Day Cere-
mony in Gibraltar, which will include 
the laying of wreaths and an interde-
nominational service. 

Veterans in their various units and 
members of the Gibraltar Branch of 
the Royal British Legion, members 
of the Royal Gibraltar Regiment and 
other military units will take part in 
the Governor’s Remembrance Parade. 

The government has also supported 
the publication of a book which fo-
cuses on the role that Gibraltar played 
during World War I. The book, Put-
ting Cargoes Through: The US Navy 
at Gibraltar during the First World 
War 1917-1919, was written by Rear 
Admiral Albert Niblack and is his 
memoir of his time as the Com-
mander of US Navy ships based in Gi-
braltar in that period.  

Royal British Legion Spain 
South  
The Royal British Legion Spain South 
has organised several Remembrance 
Day services along the Costa del Sol. 
Ex-military personnel and the fami-
lies and friends of those who served, 
and still serve, will participate in pa-
rades and services in Malaga and Fuen-
girola. There will also be inland serv-
ices in Coín and Mollina. 

A Remembrance Service will be 
held at St George’s Church in the 
English Cemetery in Malaga. The 
service, which is organised by the 
Royal Air Forces Association Costa 
del Sol, will be followed by a wreath 
laying ceremony at the Common-
wealth War Graves. Wreaths will 
be laid by the British Consul to 

Malaga, Charmaine Arbouin, rep-
resentatives from the Royal Air 
Forces Association, Royal British 
Legion, Royal Naval Association, 
The English Cemetery Foundation 
and the Royal Antediluvian Order 
of Buffaloes. There will also be two 
representatives from the Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force in attendance. 

The Coín branch of the RBL will 
hold its Armistice Day ceremony in 
the Cemetery Chapel in Coín. As in 
previous years, the TAPAS choir will 
participate in the service, after which, 
the mayor of Coín, Fernando Fernan-
dez, and Guardia Civil captain, 
Bernabé Moya Ortiz, will lay wreathes 
in honour of the fallen. 

Several branches of the RBL will 
come together in the Salon Varietés 
Theatre in Fuengirola to mark the oc-
casion. The 1st Fuengirola scout group 
will take part in the opening parade, 
along with senior members and stan-
dards from the Mijas Costa, 
Benalmádena and Marbella branches 
of the RBL. 

The Mollina branch of the RBL will 
hold a service and parade in the Par-
que La Viña in Mollina at 11am on Sat-
urday 10 November. Several mem-
bers of the branch will also partici-
pate in the Governor’s Parade in Gi-
braltar on Sunday. 

Other Armistice Day events in-
clude a memorial brunch at La Sala 
Banús to raise funds for the Mar-
bella branch of the RBL, while the 
Times Bar in La Cala will show the 
Remembrance Day celebrations live 
from London, followed by a free 
lunch for ex-service personnel and 
RBL members. 
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t was at the age of 18 that a 
fresh faced James Kayll first 
joined the world of auction-
eering. 

The public school boy was wan-
dering down London’s Bond Street 
with his father when by chance they 
passed Sotheby’s auction house. 

After asking his father if they could 
go in, they watched an auction to-
gether – and by the end of it James 
was hooked. 

“I remember it very well,” James 
told SUR in English. 

“At the end of the sale I said this 
is what I want to do. So we managed 
to get an interview with one of the 
directors and he asked me what I 
could do for Sotheby’s? I said very 
little, but I can be a porter. He told 
me that they didn’t have public 
school boys as porters, as they were 
professional porters. I said I don’t 
see why not, because if I’m a porter 
when there’s a gap in one of the de-
partments, as I’m there on the spot 
I can be suitable for it.” 

Three months later James got a let-
ter saying that if he was still serious 
about becoming a porter, there was 
a vacancy. 

James, who was born in London, 
said: “So I told my dad I was leaving 
school and I rang up the headmaster 
who went absolutely berserk, as I was 
due to go to Cambridge after I fin-
ished my A Levels. He told me that I 
was wasting my life and that it was 
ridiculous. I said in three years time 
after I’ve done Cambridge, I’ll still be 
thoroughly well qualified to be a por-
ter at Sotheby’s, so I might as well do 
it now.” 

And so in 1960 James joined one 
of the world’s most famous auction 
houses, where he worked for two 
years. 

During this time he was privy to 
a number of amusing anecdotes, such 
as porters breaking expensive items 
prior to auctioning. 

James, 75, whose father was a vicar, 
explained: “I haven’t dropped any ex-
pensive items, but I’ve certainly been 
present when other people have. 
There was a Thomas Tompion long 
case clock, which had made a world 
record price at Sotheby’s, and the por-
ter that was carrying it unfortunately 
tripped up and fell on the clock. There 
were bits of clock all over the god 
damn gallery. It was the most expen-
sive clock ever sold at auction at the 
time. It made 40 odd thousand pounds 
in 1961. 

“Then there was another time 
when someone tripped and a whole 

tray of Chelsea porcelain seals worth 
a fortune flew down the stairs. But 
they didn’t fly when they hit the 
bottom.” 

Another anecdote happened after 
James had been at Sotheby’s for a cou-
ple of months when there was an eve-
ning soiree where Christian Dior was 
showing off his spring collection. 

James added: “For the evening 
large tapestries had been hung, cut-
ting off the end of the main gallery 
so all the ordinary chairs could be 
stacked there as this was a gold chair 

affair. Being a vicar’s son, cham-
pagne was not my normal tipple but 
another porter and I purloined sev-
eral bottles and hid them and our-
selves behind the tapestries and pro-
ceeded to get thoroughly drunk. I 
was moving into new digs that day, 
so turned up at 2.30am. I hammered 
on the front door until I was admit-
ted and was given my notice over 
breakfast the next morning.”  

James described his experience at 
Sotheby’s as the “best training in the 
world”. 

He said: “One day you’ll be han-
dling a piece of Paul de Lamerie sil-
ver, the next day you’ll be handling 
a piece of Ravens Cross Glass, the 
next day a piece of Sheraton furni-
ture. You get to have them in your 
hands and that’s the way to learn 
what things are. But after two years 
I decided I wanted to do pictures. 
They put me into the porcelain de-
partment and I couldn’t’ see the rest 
of my life handling pretty little por-
celain pieces and so I walked directly 
across the road to a company called 
Wildenstein’s, the biggest picture 
dealers in the world. I said I’m at So-
theby’s at the moment and I’d like 
a job. He said you’re a bit young for 
us, we don’t normally have 21-year-
olds as sales men. But a month later 
I started there.” 

James went on to work there for 
four years before moving on to Frost 
and Reed for 14 years, one of the old-
est dealerships still in operation in 
the UK today. 

From there James became inde-
pendent, before joining Richard 
Green, one of the biggest picture deal-
ers in the UK. During this time James 
said he did “very well”, working all 
over America in cities such as New 
York, Chicago and Pennsylvania. 

“I was with Richard for another 12 
to 13 years and that was interesting 
because one of my main jobs there 
was sourcing pictures throughout 
the world that we would be inter-
ested in buying. So I had to read a 
huge amount of periodicals and find 
out if auction sales were going on in 
distant parts of America.” 

Prior to moving to San Pedro in 
Marbella in 2011, James worked for a 
firm called Oakam Gallery and a com-
pany called Ackermann’s, who are 
best known for sporting pictures. 

Reflecting on his long career, James 
said: “I was very fortunate in that I 
had the best of the art world. It’s 
changed so very much now the auc-
tioneers have become more and more 
prevalent rather than the dealers since 
they brought in the buyer’s premium. 
That switched the whole emphasis 
as they could go to a client and say 
we won’t charge you any commis-
sion if you give us your picture, as 
they know they are going to get 15 
per cent from the buyer. Whereas be-
fore 50 per cent would go to the dealer 
and 50 per cent to the auction rooms. 

“It was much more fun in those 
days. I remember the first year I was 
at Sotheby’s and it got to Christmas 
time and Peter Wilson called the staff 
into the main gallery, there were just 

over 200 of us and he said we have 
actually turned over eight million 
pounds this year, we will probably 
never do it again, so we are going to 
have a big Christmas party for you 
all.  Eight million pounds doesn’t even 
buy a three quarters good picture 
these days. Things have just changed 
so, so much.” 

Since moving to Spain in 2011 with 
his wife Lynda, James has taken a step 
back from the art world and is now 
semi-retired. Apart from his love of 
wine, he has also recently taken the 
helm as the new chairman of the Arts 
Society Benahavís – taking over from 
the previous chair Betty Fooks last 
September. 

He told SUR in English: “I’m quite 
keen on my wine and so that is a 
definite bonus being here rather 
than being in England where they 
charge you 80 per cent tax. The 
Spanish are a bit more enlightened 
on that score. 

“I still try to keep an eye out for 
decent pictures but to keep up with 
the market is quite impossible unless 
you’re on the ground there, you have 
to be in it every day to keep up with 
prices. I mean pictures such as Victo-
rian landscapes which are one of my 
specialities, you can hardly give them 
away today, they’ve gone right down 
in price and other things have come 
soaring up, its swings and round-
abouts.” 

As for his new role at the Arts So-
ciety Benahavís, James added: “I am 
absolutely delighted to have been 
asked to be the chairman of The Arts 
Society and I hope that my experi-
ence of the art world can be put to 
use to take the society forward in the 
years to come.”

Five decades in 
the art world

James Kayll, the new chair of the 
Arts Society Benahavís, reflects 
on his upbringing and his 
experience of what is a 
demanding industry

IN THE FRAME

James Kayll. :: SUR

ASH                     
BOLTON

The Arts Society 
Benahavís 

The Arts Society Benahavís – for-
merly Benahavís Decorative & 
Fine Arts Society (BDFAS) – was 
established in 2012. It is one of 
more than 385 local societies 
worldwide that are members of 
The Arts Society. 

Their objective is to further the 
enjoyment, knowledge and 
awareness of the Arts Interna-
tionally and to stimulate interest 
in the cultural heritage of Spain. 

New visitors are welcome and 
talks run from October through 
to May and cover a wide range of 
artistic and cultural interests.  

For more information visit: 
theartssocietybenahavis.com
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P
rehistory in Malaga is 
undergoing a trans-
versal revolution and 
knocking on the door 
of the scientific com-
munity all over the 

world. In recent months, the confir-
mation that the art in the Ardales 
Cave was the work of the Neander-
thals and was done no less than 
65,000 years ago (there had always 
been controversy about its age) has 
suddenly put the earliest part of 
Malaga’s history in the news.  

This important confirmation, plus  
other good news such as the recent 
approval for a new study of the for-
merly abandoned Cueva de la Victo-
ria, highlights the prehistory of 
Malaga province: there are 13 sites of 
huge archaeological value (and six 
museums) and they are a unique op-
portunity to discover the origins of 
human beings in the Mediterranean.  

To understand the prehistory of 
Malaga (the long historical period 
which began with the appearance of 
the hominids and ended with the first 
writings, around 3,300 BC) we need 
to stop using terms such as ‘munici-
pality’ or ‘town’. Archaeologist Pedro 
Cantalejo, a leading figure in scien-
tific circles in Malaga, uses a geographi-
cal division which today serves as a 
way of knowing where the Paleo-
lithic and Neolithic people used to 
live: territories of Ronda and the Si-
erra de las Nieves, the rural area 
around the north-south axis of An-
tequera, which is now the Axarquía, 
and the rest of the coast as far as Mar-
bella. Each of these geographical di-
visions has different remains from 
each era and is home to settlements 
which were connected at one time.  

Central and western coast 
The site situated furthest south-west 
in the province is known as the Po-
blado de Alcorrín, in Manilva. One of 
the researchers leading the German-
funded works there, José Suárez, says 
it is a fine example of the period 
known as the Final Bronze Age, 
around the 8th century BC, one of 
the last periods of prehistory. There 
is a fortified settlement and a large 
wall with towers and pits. A few kilo-
metres away, the dolmenic necropo-
lis of Las Corominas (Estepona) is, 
beside its museum, a powerful exam-
ple from the end of the Neolithic pe-
riod. Some caves in Torremolinos have 
been dated from the same era. 

Ronda and nearby 
La Pileta cave, in Benaoján, has one 
of the largest amounts of rock art 
in the province and the datings 
range from 40,000 years ago to 

4,000 (from the Paleolithic to the 
Neolithic periods).  

José Tomás Bullón, the owner of 
the cave and also a guide there, ex-
plains that there are more than 20,000 
symbols, between the figurative and 
Neolithic art. This cave has been open 
to the public longer than most in 
Europe, since 1920. Also in Benaoján, 
visitors can see the Cueva del Gato, 
a Neolithic spring which is currently 
being studied. The cave has been 
looted in the past, and very little is 
known about it although the mayor 
of the village, Soraya García Mesa, 
says that in the 1960s “three human 
skeletons were found; it seems they 
had been buried with some type of 
funerary rite”. 

Territory of Antequera 
This extensive area is one with the  
highest number of sites and exam-
ples from the different stages of 
Malaga’s prehistory. The small chasm 
of Sima de las Palomas, in Teba, is a 
real treasure. German scientist Gerd 
Weginer, director of the Neanderthal 

Museum and coordinator of the works 
which are being carried out there, ex-
plains that this is a unique place for 
learning more about Neanderthal 
man.  

“The oldest dating is over 50,000 
years, and there is a huge amount of    
information being revealed from that 
time,” he says. There are also remains 
from the Upper Paleolithic era which 

have yet to be analysed. “It is a fasci-
nating place to find out more about 
the transition from Neanderthal to 
modern man,” says Gerd.  

Very close to the chasm is the Ar-
dales Cave, whose art includes more 
than 50 figures and other symbols 
from the Upper Paleolithic period 
(Solutrean - Magdalenian, 18,000 - 
14,000 BC), and remains from the 
Epipaleolithic period (8,000 BC) and 
Middle to Final Neolithic period 
(4,000 BC) have also been found. This 
was also the site where the first ar-
tistic expressions of the hominids 
were studied; they are currently dated 
about 65,000 years ago, 20,000 ear-
lier than previously believed.  

In the same area is the finest Mega-
lithic site in Malaga province, (and 
the only natural monument classi-
fied by Unesco as a World Heritage 
site in Malaga), the Dolmens of An-
tequera. The complex, comprising 
the Menga and Viera dolmens and 
the Tholos of El Romeral, (together 
with Lovers’ Rock and El Torcal), is 
considered one of the finest exam-

ples of the Neolithic age in southern 
Europe.  

Bartolomé Ruiz runs this site and 
his work involves organising numer-
ous information programmes; due to 
its cultural and historic value, this is 
one of the most-visited attractions 
in the province.  

Slightly further south, in 
Campillos, is the Necrópolis de las 
Aguilillas, an excellent example 
of the funerary rites which were 
carried out in artificial caves (also 
in Megalithic style, like the Dol-
mens in Antequera). There is a cir-
cular walk around the tombs of the 
necropolis, a total of seven which 
are in an enviable state of preser-
vation and highlight the eternal 
concern of human beings about 
the reality of what awaits them af-
ter death.  

In Alameda there is a Chalco-
lithic necropolis which appears to 
have some similarities, although 
it is believed to have been built in 
the third millennium before our 
era.  

Archaeological sites, necropolises, caves and dolmens make this province the ideal 
place to find out more about the origins of man 

FERNANDO 
TORRES

Malaga, a map of prehistory

La Victoria Cave, in Rincón de la Victoria, is one of the least explored. :: FERNANDO TORRES

Access to Sima de las Palomas. :: SUR

A mare in the Cueva de la Pileta. :: SUR

Investigations in Nerja Cave. :: SUR

The Nerja Cave has an 
institute of its own to 
carry out the 
archaeological studies

The Neanderthal 
Museum of Germany is 
investigating the Sima 
de las Palomas
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Axarquía 
In what is today the region of the Ax-
arquía, there is one of the greatest ex-
amples of cave art in Andalucía: the 
Nerja Cave. Luis-Efrén Fernández, 
who is in charge of preserving it, is 
well aware of its importance: “Since 
it was discovered in 1959, the Nerja 
Cave has been one of the greatest sites 
in Europe,” he says. The archaeologi-
cal sequence which has been dated 
by the Cueva de Nerja Research In-
stitute ranges from the final stages 
of the Mid Paleolithic to the early 
Bronze Age. “It was a habitat during 
the Paleolithic period and, very evi-
dently, a cave sanctuary,” he says. 
Apart from several hundred graphic 
symbolic manifestations, “so far we 
have identified more than 50 figura-
tive elements, and the animals are 
almost exclusively deer, goats and 
horses”.  

However the inhabitants of Nerja   
also left their mark during the pro-
ductive periods (the Neolithic and 
the Copper Age). “The outside rooms 
of the cave were used to keep cattle, 
as a temporary bivouac area and, in a 
very major way, as a funerary space,” 
Luis-Efrén says. 

On the boundary of this area are 
the dozens of caves at La Araña, in 
which numerous hunting and gath-
ering communities from the Paleo-
lithic and other periods used to live.  
Between Nerja and La Araña are the 
Cueva del Tesoro and La Victoria, two 
very valuable sites whose differences 
demonstrate the importance of pres-
ervation. The first is well-known and 
visited annually, while the other still 
hides great mysteries.

1 Las Corominas, Estepona.  One of 
the most extensive examples 
from the Neolithic period.  

2 Alcorrín, Manilva.  Necropolis 
with a Phoenician influence, 
from the Final Bronze Age (can-
not be visited). 

3 Torremolinos caves.  A group of 
caves dating back to Neolithic 
times. 

4 Malaga Museum.  Formerly the 
Customs building, this museum  
contains a great deal of infor-
mation about prehistory.  

5 La Araña caves and museum.  An 
open-air museum with remains 
from different periods.  

6 Victoria and Tesoro.  Neolithic, 
Solutrean flint and dozens of 
symbols in red paint.  

7 Municipal Museum of Vélez 
Malaga.  A collection of the prin-
cipal pieces found in the area. 

8 Municipal Museum of Nerja.  In-
formation and documentation 
about the Nerja Cave. 

9 Nerja Cave.  Middle Paleolithic 
to Bronze Age.  

10 La Pileta Cave.  Thousands of 
symbols dating back between 
40,000 and 4,000 years, in this 
cave in Benaoján. 

11 Cueva del Gato.  Quite unknown  
in general, but it will be possible 
to visit it in the future.  

12 Municipal museum of Ronda. 
 Contains thousands of archaeo-
logical items found in this area. 

13 Sima de las Palomas.  Nean-
derthal and modern man go 
hand in hand in this chasm in 
Teba (cannot be visited). 

14 Necropolis of Las Aguilillas. 
 Seven Neolithic tombs which 
can be toured in Campillos.  

15 Prehistory Museum of Ardales. 
 One of the most important mu-
seums of the history of Malaga. 

16 Ardales Cave.  This large cave, 
which can be visited, was home  
to the first hominids.  

17 The Dolmens of Antequera. 
 World Heritage Site, megaliths 
in their purest form.  

18 Necropolis -Museum of 
Alameda.  Funerary rites from the 
third millennium before our 
time.  

19 Peñas de Cabrera.  Cavities 
with wall paintings, from the fi-
nal period of Prehistory.  

20 Zafarraya Cave.  At 1,100 me-
tres above sea level, these 
caves were used as shelter by 
hunters in Paleolithic and Neo-
lithic times.

A ROUTE THROUGH THE 
FIRST PAGES IN THE 
HISTORY OF MALAGA
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Organisers believe that 
the tournament will give 
Marbella an opportunity 
to show off all it has to 
offer at a time when 
visitor numbers are lower 

:: GEORGIE KENNY 

MARBELLA. Marbella is playing 
host to the fifth International Bridge 
Tournament which this year, the 
takes place in the H10 Andalucía 
Plaza hotel in Puerto Banús.  

In total 180 people of 22 differ-
ent nationalities are registered to 
take part in the competition with 
runs until tomorrow, giving the tour-
nament a very cosmopolitan atmos-
phere, much like Marbella itself.  

The contest, which started yes-
terday at 5pm, runs over three days,  
giving competitors the chance to 
visit Marbella as well as competing 
in the tournament.  

Thursday began with the first ses-
sion of game play, accompanied by 
a selection of tapas and a welcome 
cocktail. Today, the second round 
commences at 4.30pm, with the 
tournament drawing to a close to-
morrow with the final.  

After the winners have been an-
nounced, the contest ends with a  

prizegiving ceremony and a buffet 
dinner.  

This year, the prize money for 
first place is 1,250 euros plus a tro-
phy, and 500 euros plus a trophy for 
line A and line B, respectively.  

Cash prizes are awarded for up to 
seventh place and other prizes have 
also been donated to the tourna-
ment by its sponsors.  

 Phia van Lohuizen and Geeta Si-
ersma, organisers of this event,  ex-
plain that they hope the tourna-
ment will promote not only the 

game of bridge, but also Marbella 
and the whole of the Costa del Sol. 
“At this time of year, hotel occu-
pancy is low, but initiatives like this 
tournament mean that the Costa 
del Sol, particularly Marbella, at-
tracts a good number of visitors to 
enjoy the area” they explain.  

They add that the game of bridge 
is not only “very entertaining” but 
is “also a challenge where reasoning 
and memory play an important role”. 
For this reason, the game is attract-
ing more and more attention.

Bridge tournament to promote 
Marbella and the Costa del Sol 

Players at the tournament from last year. :: SUR

The mayor stressed     
that the awards aim to 
redress the balance 
between men and 
women in the field of 
labour, family and 
security in the town 

:: TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. The mayor of 
Benalmádena, Víctor Navas, 
hosted the seventeenth edition 
of the Premios a la Mujer Empre-
saria y Emprendedora de 
Benalmádena last week. The 
event, which recognises the busi-
ness woman and female entre-
preneur of the year, was attended 
by the President of the ACEB, 
Rosa Maria González; president 
of the Círculo de Mujeres 
Alquima, Rocío Carmona, and the 
president of the Asociación de 
Mujeres Arroyo-Benalmádena, 
Encarna Jiménez. 

The mayor, who is also council-
lor for Equality, presented the 
awards to Lourdes Huerta Navarro, 
from the Gnoesis Art Academy, and 
to María de la Paz Suardiaz, of the 
Vinca veterinary clinic. 

The mayor stressed that the 
awards are only the “echo of a cur-
rent of change” that aims to redress 
the balance between men and 
women, especially in the field of la-
bour, family and security. 

“Modern society seems to be 
clear that now is the time for 
women to play a more equitable, 
just and prominent social role that 
contributes both to their empow-
erment and to the economic, so-
cial and political development of 
the municipality,” the mayor said.

Female entrepreneurs receive 
recognition at Benalmádena 
business awards ceremony

Mayor Victor Navas with the award winners. :: SUR

One week every year Ronda 
celebrates ‘Ciudad Mágica’, a 
festival organised by the cul-
tre department of the town 
hall and Turismo de Ronda SA. 
This year 18 professional ma-
gicians attended the event 
that which was divided into 
three parts: social magic, 
street magic and gala magic. 
They delighted spectators 
with magical tricks and illu-
sions, performing in the old 
people’s centre, Ronda hospi-
tal and the Cuenca gardens 
among other venues.

RONDA 

WELCOMES 

MAGICIANS AND 

ILLUSIONISTS

:: MARÍA GARCÍA
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The recital is in addition to 
another 18 performances, 
with names such as 
Joaquín Achúcarro, Boris 
Berman, Jesús Reina, 
Rafael Aguirre and 
Concerto Malaga 

MALAGA. The critics of the time 
were expecting a “mystical” type, 
“with long untidy hair and oversized 
horn-rimmed glasses”, but what they 
encountered was a man who was 
“more like a gentleman than a musi-
cian,” according to an article by Ri-
cardo Ansaldo in ‘La Unión Mercan-
til’. Maurice Ravel’s appearance com-
pletely disconcerted Malaga society, 
that November of 1928. Imagine the 
scene when he performed his impres-
sionistic works in a crowded Sala 
María Cristina, at the invitation of 
the Philharmonic Society. Numer-
ous people walked out, and the cri-
tiques afterwards were damming: 
“His music is a true work of modern 
engineering (...)it is a construction of 
the most convoluted gestation, com-
pletely oblivious to the beauty of the 
whole,” said one.  

The most influential and impor-
tant pianist of that time was a failure 
in Malaga just two days before per-
forming his famous ‘Bolero’ for the 
first time in Paris. Now, he is taking 
his revenge.  

The Philharmonic Society is mak-
ing its peace with the composer by 
reproducing, point by point, that con-
troversial concert as part of its 150th 
anniversary season, with the back-

ing of the Unicaja Foundation.  
Malaga pianist Juan Ignacio Fernán-

dez will be playing the part of Ravel 
on 22 November - exactly 90 years 
later - to demonstrate that the reac-
tion of the public was too “severe” 
and was the result of prejudices 
among part of the musical elite. 
“Probably one well-known person 
walked out, and the rest followed 
suit,” he says.  

The programme, he insists, “doesn’t 
appear to pose a genuine challenge 
to the patience of the audience”. He 
will be accompanied, as on the day 

itself, by a so-
prano (Elena Garrido) and a violinist 
(Santiago de la Riva). 

In this exercise of going back in 
time, on 21 February the Society will 
also be repeating the first concert ever 
performed in the Sala María Cristina, 
in 1884 (the venue has been its base 
since then), by cellist Pau Casals. On 
this occasion Trino Zurita, on cello, 
and Ángel Sanzo at the piano will be 
doing the honours.   

Both recitals are part of the cele-
brations for the 150 years of the old-
est musical institution in the city, 
during a season which will include 

17 concerts for 
subscribers and an 
extra one by the 
Malaga Philhar-
monic Orchestra, 
conducted by Sal-
vador Vázquez 
(22 March).  

“It will reflect 
the way music 
was performed 
at that time, in 
palatial rooms 
similar in size to 
the María Cris-
tina,” said Pablo 
Lamothe, ac-
c o m p a -

nied by the head of the 
Unicaja Foundation’s 
Scenic Arts and Cul-
tural Venues depart-
ments, Gema 
Domínguez, at the 
presentation. 

The agenda, 
which began on 3 
October with the 
Malaga Brass Band pay-
ing tribute to Leonard 
Bernstein, ends on 13 June 
with Joaquín Achúcarro, 
“the most important liv-
ing Spanish pianist,” who 

is returning to Malaga at the age of 
87.  

The calendar includes several lo-
cal names, such as Concerto Malaga, 
recently nominated for a Latin 
Grammy award (3 March), renowned 
soloists like violinist Jesús Reina with 
Anna Nielsen (10 January), guitarist 
Rafael Aguirre (4 April) and pianist 
Paula Coronas (16 May). 

Also, Boris Berman, a professor at 
Yale, will be performing Prokofiev, 
his speciality (15 November); Judith 
Jauregui will be back at the piano at 
the María Cristina (13 December); 
and there will be Baroque music 
thanks to the Capilla Maestro Iribar-

ren, among others.  
Conferences and a com-
memorative book pub-

lished by the Unicaja 
Foundation com-
plete a season with 
which the Philhar-
monic Society 
hopes to recover its 

position at the fore-
front of culture, as it 

was able to boast at 
other times.  

For the moment, more 
members have joined and 
there are now 180 alto-
gether. So far, so good. 

Ravel takes his revenge in Malaga

ing of the U i j
itself by i

Pablo Lamothe and 
Gema Domínguez. 

:: FÉLIX PALACIOS

REGINA 
SOTORRÍO

 @ReginaSotorrio

In its 150th anniversary season, the Philharmonic Society is reproducing a controversial concert from 1928

Ravel, centre, during his visit to Malaga in 1928. :: SUR

De la Riva, Fernández and Garrido will perform the concert. :: SUR
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HALLOWEEN IN PICTURES

MMarbella. Scary characters around every corner. :: SUR

The delay caused by the weather didn’t dampen the 
fun as hundreds turned out in fancy dress  to celebrate

Belated fun on a 
rescheduled Halloween

:: SUR 

Exuberant Halloween celebrations 
took place in towns and villages 
across the province last weekend 
as events had been rescheduled 
due to the previous week’s bad 
weather. 

Churriana became the ‘Pueblo del 
Terror’ on Friday evening with ghosts, 
zombies, witches and all types of 
ghoulish and diabolical beings join-
ing in a parade through the streets.  

In Marbella and San Pedro crowds 
of people joined the annual Hal-
loween parade on Saturday, dress-
ing up in terrifying outfits.  

Zombies, Dracula’s wives, pos-
sessed dolls and demonic clowns 
were some of the most popular 
fancy dress costumes in the proces-
sion. Maro near Nerja also celebrated 
on the Saturday evening. 

Marbella. A couple taking part in the procession. :: SUR

Estepona. Selwo’s lemurs celebrating Halloween. :: SURMarbella. Demonic clowns and ghouls. :: JOSELE-LANZA

Churriana. Witches and zombies took part in a street parade.  :: SUR
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S
peculation still surrounds 
the death of Cristina Ortiz 
Rodríguez, the transsex-
ual vedette entertainer 

who died under suspicious circum-
stances on 9 November 2016. 

Better known as La Veneno (poi-
son), the risqué entertainer had re-
ceived death threats following the 
publication of a ‘no holds barred’ 
autobiography published shortly 
before she was found unconscious 
in her apartment in Madrid. She 
was suffering from traumatic brain 
injury, causing some of her close 
friends to believe she had been mur-

dered as a “settling of scores”, al-
though the autopsy determined 
that the cause of death was an ac-
cidental fall.  

Born José Antonio, in Almería in 
1964, La Veneno noted in her mem-
oirs that from an early age she was 
different from other children. She 
soon realised that she was trans-
gender, and she suffered assaults 
and ill-treatment by relatives and 
neighbours who could not accept 
her gender identity.  

La Veneno showed early signs of 
talent in the fashion world and be-
gan working as a model. In a strange 
turn of events, Joselito, as she was 
known then, won the Mister An-
dalucía contest in 1989, but this did 
little to deter her determination to 
undergo sex reassignment surgery.  

 Unbeknown to her family, La 
Veneno began to wear female cloth-
ing in 1990 and in 1991, she decided 

to live in Madrid, where she began 
working as a prostitute. The follow-
ing year she began the process of 
transition.  

Her life changed in 1996, when 
she was discovered by journalist 
and TV presenter, Pepe Navarro. She 
was cast for numerous collabora-
tions in his late night adult theme 
chat shows and she went on to se-
cure a career in daytime television 
gossip programmes. She also re-
corded two records and became a 
popular vedette performer in Ma-
drid. However, La Veneno’s career 
was interrupted in 2003, when she 
served a three-year prison sentence 
for arson and fraud. She was prose-
cuted for deliberately setting fire 
to her apartment in order to claim 
on the insurance policy. 

On leaving prison, weighing 122 
kilos and suffering obvious physi-
cal deterioration, she returned to 
daytime television. In 2010 she suf-
fered from bulimia and depression, 
but after a short break from televi-
sion, she reappeared looking healthy 
after losing 35 kilos. 

In May 2013, she appeared on the 
popular television programme Sál-
vame Deluxe, where she presented 
her latest boyfriend to the world. 
However, a few months later, the 
23-year-old toy boy disappeared 
with La Veneno’s life savings of 
more than 60,000 euros.  

In October 2016, La Veneno 
bounced back again, when she 
launched her long-awaited autobi-
ography, Hooker or Saint (Memo-
ries of La Veneno). In her memoirs, 

which sold out immediately, she 
confessed to having sex with fa-
mous celebrities, politicians and 
footballers. Approximately one 
month after publication of the book, 
La Veneno was found in her flat 
bleeding severely from a head 
wound. 

She was rushed to hospital but 
never recovered after surgery. Ru-
mours soon began to circulate that 
La Veneno was killed because she 
revealed her secret sex sessions with 
important personalities. The 
authorities said that her death was 
not treated as suspicious.

Suspicious death 
of transsexual 
vedette artiste

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Cantante Singer 

Actriz Actress 

Descubrir To Discover 

Agresión Assault 

Identidad Identity 

Diseñar To design 

Transgénero   Transgender 

Transexual Transsexual 

Travesti Transvestite 

Familiar Relative 

Actuación Performance 

Discoteca  Night club 

Audiencia   Audience 

Película Film  

Amenaza Threat 

Veneno Poison

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE
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La Veneno during her golden days as a vedette star. :: SUR

TONY                  
BRYANT

The risqué star had 
received death 
threats after the 
publication of her 
memoirs

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?
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GARDENING

Restio is a genus of 88 species in 
the family Restioraceae which 
consists of annual or perennial 
rush-like flowering plants. It is 
a plant that has been around for 
millions (over 65) of years with 
remains found that date back to 

the Late Cretaceous period, be-
fore the southern continents had 
started to drift apart. 

Restio multiflorus resembles 
horsetail (Equisetum) but unlike 
horsetail, which has a 
hollow stem and 

needs a lot of moisture, Restio 
has a solid stem and is resistant 
to drought. Its stiff, upright stems 
and attractive dark brown seed 
heads make it perfect for flower 

arranging both fresh and 
dried. 

 In the spring it 
will form a fluffy 

clump of 
bright-green, 

new growth 
then, as 
summer ap-
proaches, it 
will send up 
tall stems, 

up to one 
metre high, 

with dark 
brown flower 

bracts  which are 
speckled with gold. 

Restio multiflorus needs 
a hot, dry sunny climate to 
thrive. It tolerates poor soils and 
windy situations. Although 
drought resistant it will benefit 
from watering during the sum-
mer and if grown in a pot, an oc-
casional liquid feed. 

Dead or damaged stems should 
be removed regularly by cutting 
off close to the ground. Propaga-
tion can be carried out by divid-
ing the rhizomous roots or by 
seed. To produce viable seed a 
male and a female plant are 
needed as Restios, like most 
rushes, are dioecious and depend 
on wind pollination.  

Some species of Restio are used 
for thatching roofs or making 
brooms.

An architectural plant, Restio forms a fountain of arching 
stems tipped with brown seed heads

Restio multiflorus

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

Dizzy and Morris Bishop have had their amaryllis for over ten  
years and say, “Previously we were lucky if we got one bloom 
per year. This year it bloomed in May and to our surprise during 
September and October we had first two red and white and 
then a further three blooms that were white edged with pink!”
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CHANGING COLOURS

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

Restio multiflorus and seed heads (inset). :: WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

As someone once said, “the 
amount of care you lavish on 
a plant is in direct proportion 
to its distance from your back 
door”. This is especially true 
in winter when the cold and 
wet weather put you off ven-
turing too far outside but the 
guilt of neglecting your 
plants then weighs heavy on 
your shoulders.  However, by 
moving some of your favour-
ite plants in pots closer to 
your back door, you can enjoy 

their scents and colour with-
out venturing further than 
the back step and, as every-
one knows, too much clearing 
and tidying in the garden in 
the winter is detrimental to 
wild life, removing their habi-
tats and in some cases, food 
sources. Even clearing out the 
shed or store room is not nec-
essarily a good thing; benefi-
cial insects such as lady birds, 
lacewings and butterflies 
could be hibernating in there.

GARDENING HINTS FOR NOVEMBER

Winter gardening guilt

:: DIZZY AND MORRIS BISHOP
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The autumn has brought 
some changes with Age 
Concern moving their 
weekly meetings and the 
Red Cross starting a new 
club for English speakers 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

Red Cross Axarquía 

A new initiative for English 
speakers  
As part of its programme of social 
inclusion, the Spanish Red Cross 
(Cruz Roja), is launching a new ini-
tiative in the Axarquía region this 
month called ‘The Open Door’. The 
first event is being held at the Cen-
tro de Mayores on Plaza de la Con-
stitución in Torrox Pueblo today, 9 
November from 12 to 2pm. The 
meetings are open to any English 
speaking foreign residents living in 
and around the area who would like 
to meet new people. 

The events will take place once a 
fortnight and a range of social activi-
ties will be organised, including in-

formative talks, quizzes, cookery 
demonstrations, films, simple Span-
ish lessons, training in the use of 
smartphones and other technology, 
celebrating festivals and more.  

To reserve a place or for more 
information, email Richard Weale 
on 29094social@cruzroja.es 

Age Concern 

A change of location  
Age Concern Fuengirola/Mijas has 
announced the relocation of two 
of its weekly meetings. The Thurs-
day get-together in Mijas Pueblo 
will now be held in the Julios Bar-
tolo bar, situated opposite the 
health centre in Plaza La Paz. From 
Friday 9 November, the meeting 
in La Cala de Mijas will take place 
in the Peña Flamenca del Sur, next 
to the post office. 

The Los Boliches branch will 
continue to hold its Thursday 
meeting at the Asociación de Jubi-
lados y Pensionistas. The meetings, 
which are held between 11am and 
1pm, offer advice, support, social 
activities and friendship to Eng-
lish-speaking senior citizens. 

Club Charity and Pleasure 

Thanksgiving Festival  
Club Charity and Pleasure (CAP) 
meets each week at the Restaurant 
Chilli, Benamara. They recently held 
their annual Harvest Thanksgiving 
Festival with members supplying 
large quantities of non-perishable 
food to be donated to Caritas, the 
San Pedro charity which provides 
food and support for underprivileged 
families in the local area. 

In addition to the donations of 
food, members also made a collec-
tion and donated 175 euros.  Details 
about CAP can be found on their 
website: www.clubcharityandpleas-
ure.wordpress.com 

Benavista Bowls Club 

Autumn classic bowls 
tournament  
The finalists of the pairs competition 
were Juan Abeal and Margaret Bick-
nell from Benalmádena Bowls Club 
and Dennis King and Neil Marshall 
from Benavista Bowls Club. The win-
ners were Dennis and Neil with a 
score of 14-5. The Trips final was 
played between two Santa Maria 
teams with Garry Aldridge, Bill Davies 
and Jenny Aldridge winning the 
match 16-5 over Craig Lewis, Gordon 
Kain and Margaret Kain.

Autumn bowls and 
harvest thanksgiving

SOCIETY SCENE

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

The bowls Trips winners with Elaine Green from Ibex Insurance. :: SUR

Non-perishable food collected by Club Charity and Pleasure. :: SUR
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His parents, Emilio and 
Rocío, went back to the 
Materno hospital a month 
after taking him home, 
and told us about their 
130 days of anguish 
beside the incubator 

MALAGA.  “Emilio deserves to leave 
here looking what he is: a little fighter 
and a superhero”. Those words were 
spoken in early June at the Materno 
Infantil hospital, by a nurse called 
Dolo who had made a Superman suit 
for the baby who was finally going 
home after spending almost as much 
time in an incubator as he had in his 

mother’s womb. She hadn’t been able 
to buy him a suit: conventional siz-
ing doesn’t take such small heroes 
into account.  

There was a party atmosphere in 
the Intensive Care room at the Neo-
natal Unit that morning, because 
after more than 130 days connected 
to tubes and cables, Emilio was fi-

nally flying solo. His dummy, with 
the words “They love me a lot”, is a 
perfect illustration of his  battle on 
various fronts against a biological 
clock which brought him into the 
world on 31 January although he 
wasn’t supposed to arrive until the 
end of May.  

According to medical science, ba-

bies who are born before the 29th 
week of pregnancy (a normal one is 
around 38 weeks) and weigh less 
than a kilo and a half are classified as 
‘very premature’. Emilio was born 
after 23 weeks of pregnancy, and 
weighed just 510 grammes. “He fit-
ted in the palm of my hand,” says his 
father, who is also named Emilio, 

ANA 
PÉREZ-BRYAN 

Emilio, the 
500-gramme 
warrior
Born after 23 weeks 
of pregnancy and 
after numerous 
complications, the 
little boy has 
“incredibly” 
survived and 
suffered no 
consequences
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stretching his fingers to demonstrate 
the size of his baby at birth.  

Dr María del Mar Serrano, a neo-
natal specialist at the Materno, ex-
plains that in Spain, babies who are 
born before 23 weeks of pregnancy 
are not normally revived.  

“The possibilities of survival are 
very low. Ten years ago, obviously, 
it would never even have been sug-
gested....” she says. “In Emilio’s case, 
however, we decided to fight for his 
life. It was a joint decision 
made by the specialists 
and the parents,” 
referring to the 
invisible 23-
week line 
w h i c h  
separates 
m e d i -
c i n e  
f r o m  
m i r a -
cles. 

 In 
fact, al-
though at 
24 weeks 
“there is nor-
mally no doubt  
about the viability, 
as long as no prob-
lems arise,” the 
seven previous 
days are defined 
by specialists as a 

grey area.  
“In that situation, we just don’t 

know what will happen,” says Dr Ser-
rano, who describes Emilio’s case as 
“incredible” , not only because he 
has survived but because - at present, 
at least - he appears to have suffered 
no consequences. In these circum-
stances, there is normally little room 
for hope: in Spain, the Materno-In-
fantil is the hospital which treats the 
highest number of premature births 
under 32 weeks of gestation and a 
weight of less than 1.5 kilos. In 2017 
there were nine births like Emilio’s, 
at 23 weeks.  

“Half of them die, and those who 
survive can have slight or moderate 
sight, hearing or motor problems,” 
says Dr Serrano, holding little Emilio 
in her arms. “But look, this little lad 
is fantastic”!  

But it hasn’t been easy to get to 
this point. Ask Emilio’s parents, 
Emilio Aguilar (34) and Rocío Matías 
(31), who a couple of weeks ago, 30 
days after being able to take their lit-
tle boy home, returned for the first 
time to the Intensive Care room 
which had been their base for four 
endless months. The difference is 
that this was for a routine check-up 
(they will continue until Emilio is 
two years old), and they also wanted 
to say thank you again and feel the 
warmth of this other ‘family’ of medi-
cal staff who supported them “at the 
most critical moment of our lives”.  

Rocío became tearful as she said 
this, because being able to hold this 
little fighter in her arms is the pe-
nultimate stop on a long road which 
began very much earlier. She under-
went numerous IVF treatments to 
become pregnant and fulfil their 
dream of becoming parents, but none 
had worked. In 2015, however, this 
young woman from Seville moved 
with her husband, who is in the 
Army, to Melilla and became preg-
nant naturally. Then, in the 31st 
week, the doctors saw that some-
thing wasn’t right.  

“Emma, which is what we named 
our daughter, suddenly died,” says 
Emilio, also tearful, unable to describe 
the feeling of entering the labour 

room expecting a baby and com-
ing out with empty 

hands.  
The couple un-
derwent spe-

cialist ther-
apy to over-

come the 
e x p e r i -
ence and, 
with the 
passing of 
t h e  
months, 

they even-
tually recov-

ered the  
strength they 

needed to try 
again.  In early 2017, 

they consulted Dr 
Juana Crespo, one 
of the most re-
nowned Spanish 
specialists in fer-

tility treatments. When Rocío and 
Emilio arrived at her consultancy in 
Valencia they had already seen sev-
eral other specialists, but none had 
been able to tell them why their baby 
had died in the womb.With Dr Cre-
spo, their doubts were resolved. She 
told the couple that their daughter 
hadn’t survived because of a heart in-

fection, and that Rocío had a profound 
endometriosis and would need sur-
gery if she were to become pregnant 
again.   

Pregnant with two 
The operation took six hours and was 
successful. Afterwards, Dr Crespo 
gave Emilio and Rocío a timetable: in 

March, we will carry out ovarian 
stimulation, in June we operate and 
in September you’ll be pregnant,” she 
said. And that’s exactly what hap-
pened. Two embryos were implanted 
into Rocío, although the good news 
also came with a warning that the 
parents weren’t sure how to 
interpret until a few months 

Rocío, with her baby in  
her arms, back at the  

Intensive Care unit at the  
hospital, where Emilio  

spent the first 130 days  
of his life. :: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ
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Nurse Dolo, with her little 
superhero in the suit she made 

for him to go home in. :: SUR
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later: “One of the babies will 
allow the other one to do well,” 

said Dr Crespo. 
Unsurprisingly, the pregnancy of 

little Emilio and his brother Manuel 
was far from being a bed of roses. “I 
had to stay in bed from the 12th week, 
and at 22 weeks and four days I was 
completely dilated and ready to give 
birth,” said Rocío. The hours of an-
guish ended with an urgent transfer 
by medical plane from Melilla to the 
Materno hospital in Malaga, and then 
“everything else happened,” said 
Emilio, referring to a race against the 
clock to save the babies in an almost 
unprecedented operation: “Manuel 
already had one foot outside the 
womb, so they proposed removing 
him and closing it so that Emilio could 
stay there a bit longer,” he explained.  

However, while they were mak-
ing the decision and signing the con-
sent form, the two babies were born. 
Manuel, “very tired” and Emilio, “en-
ergetic, he hardly stopped moving”. 
They were together in the ICU for 
three days. It was like a lifetime for 
them, but also for their parents.  

“When the doctor told us about 
the enormous damage the first baby 
had suffered and they were recom-
mending stopping the treatment, we 
realised that they were now only go-
ing to fight for Emilio,” said the ba-
bies’ father,  very quietly, remember-
ing the moment they said goodbye 
to Manuel.  

“We saw him, we cuddled him, 
we took photos...” One is on the 
screen of his mobile phone, the tiny 
baby , wrapped up and lying in his 
mother’s hand. That was when they 
understood what Dr Crespo had 
meant: “One of the babies will allow 
the other one do well”.  

With the pain of this loss and the 
wound they still bore from the loss 
of Emma, Emilio and Rocío started 
on the path through this “grey pe-
riod”, because the baby who remained 
and was moving about in the incu-
bator only weighed 510 grams and 
still had many tests to overcome.  

 “It was traumatic. At one time he 
had five tubes. After one week they 
diagnosed peritonitis, but because 
he was so tiny they couldn’t operate 
and he was on antibiotics for a month 
until the infection went away. Then 
came a very serious respiratory prob-
lem. And other things,” said Rocío, 
who lost count of the days and nights 

spent with her husband  beside the 
incubator, looking on the Internet 
to see “all the consequences he could 
suffer” and trying not to have the 
very human reflection on whether 
they had been right “to want to be-
come parents, no matter what”.  

However, as the weeks went by 

they began to win the battle. The 
fight against uncertainty, however, 
was far from over. “In some ways 
that’s the worst thing; you have to 
just get through each day as it comes,” 
said the couple, delighted to be a 
happy family of three.  

When they arrived at the hospi-

tal for this check-up, their ‘other fam-
ily’ rushed to give little Emilio kisses 
and take it in turns to cuddle him. 
Rocío will never forget the day she 
was able to do that for the first time. 
It was two months after he had been 
born. She cried.  

“They were  all so lovely to us,” 
said Rocío, with tears in her eyes 
again as she remembered how the 
staff did so much more for them than 
they had to. Like Antonio the nurse, 
who gave up four days of his sum-
mer holiday to accompany Rocío and 
little Emilio (who needed constant 
medical attention) to Melilla so she 
could be there when her husband re-

ceived a military decoration. The su-
perhero suit made by Dolo (Dolores 
Martínez). The nurses who sang songs 
to the tiny baby in the incubator 
every night.  The support from eve-
rybody was incredible, they stressed.  

However, the hospital needs more 
resources. “We don’t have enough 
nurses. In fact, we can only use 18 of 
our 21 incubators, and when we have   
15 patients we have to say no to any-
body who lives outside this province. 
We give our all to our work, but we 
need so much more,” says Dr Serrano. 
So that all the little fighters have a 
happy ending like Emilio. And as they 
all deserve. 

i h h h b d b id h h b i h b l h

S Support. Nurse Antonio Fernández, who gave up four days 
of his holiday to accompany the family to Melilla for a military 
ceremony, with the baby in his arms. :: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ 

 

 Clinging to life. The tiny hand of Emilio, a few days after 
he was born, holding his father’s finger. :: SUR

A ‘family photo’ of Emilio and Rocío (in the centre, wearing green gowns), with the team at the Materno, and the baby in  
the arms of Dr María del Mar Serrano, his neonatal specialist. :: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ
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:: ÁNGEL ESCALERA 

MALAGA. Greater precision and 
safety, faster recovery of patients, 
fewer scars and the possibility us-
ing flourescence-guided surgery (us-
ing an imaging technique to exam-
ine the lymphatic system) are the 
main advantages of the new surgi-
cal robot ‘Da Vinci’.  

The robot has been at Malaga’s Re-
gional Hospital (previously Carlos 
Haya) since last May, replacing an-
other that had been used since 2007, 
and is currently situated in the Hos-
pital Civil. Costing two-and-a-half-
million euros, it is expected to per-
form more than 140 surgical proce-
dures per year.   

Minister of Health, Marina 
Álvarez, recently visited the oper-
ating rooms where the robot is kept.  

She emphasised how the robotic 
surgery uses the most advanced 
technology to perform minimally 

invasive operations.  
The minister also explained that 

the surgeon does not operate directly 
himself but by using a console placed 
close to the patient which allows him 
to have a 3D image. Da Vinci is 
equipped with arms that can oper-
ate with great precision and reach 
places in the body that are very dif-
ficult to access with other surgical 
techniques.  

All this means improvements for 
the patient, who will have fewer in-
cisions, less bleeding and postopera-

tive pain and also require less blood 
transfusions. 

At the moment, three departments 
have access to the robot: urology (60% 
of all operations are performed by 
urologists), gynaecology and general 
and digestive surgery. 

All of these departments oper-
ate on various types of cancerous 
tumours, as well as other condi-
tions which require surgery such 
as endiometriosis.  

In the future, the robot will be able 
to work in other specialist fields.

The Health minister visited the robot in the Hospital Civil :: F. S.

The robot, which will 
perform 140 operations a 
year, works with great 
precision and can reach 
place in the body which 
are difficult to reach

The Hospital Civil welcomes 
Da Vinci, the robot surgeon 

:: JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA. Orthopaedic surgeon 
Vicente de la Varga Salto has been 
recognised by the prestigious Top 
Doctors board as one of the 50 best 
medical professionals in private 
medicine in Spain.  

He runs the Centro Avanzado 
de Medicina Deportiva CAMDE 
(specialising in sports injuries), is 
head of the Cirugía Ecoguiada del 
Complejo Hospitalario Integral Pri-
vado Unit, the orthopaedic sur-
geon for Malaga football club and 
the consultant for the Spanish 
swimming federation (Real Fed-
eración Española de la Natación) 
and the Andalusian basketball and 
football federations.  

These internationally-enowned 
awards are recognition of the work 
of the most esteemed doctors over 
the last year by experts and special-
ists in each field. The nominations 
are made through a process of open 
surveys by professional colleagues. 
The Top Doctors board explains that 
all the doctors nominated have 
passed an external review, which 
is “the most rigorous selection proc-
ess for doctors in the world”. 

This year, a total of 4,000 nomi-
nations were made, of which the  
most popular have been selected to 

form the 50 Top Doctors ranking.  
All the award winners have more 

than 15 years of experience and in-
ternational recognition, as well as 
being highly valued by their patients. 

This year Andalucía had the most 
top doctors out of the autonomous 
regions with ten doctors making 
the list, followed by Catalonia and 
Madrid with nine each.  

After learning he received this 
prestigious award, Vicente de la 
Varga explained that he felt hon-
oured. “It is a joy that I did not ex-
pect; to be recognised like this fills 
me with pride,” he said.

Local orthopaedic surgeon 
named among the top 50 
doctors in Spain

Vicente de la Varga. :: SUR
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the situation in Spain after learn-
ing of the recent notification from 
the Spanish Pharmovigilance Sys-
tem about cases of agranulocyto-
sis, particularly of British origin. 

Cristina García says she feels 
that all her efforts have been re-
warded. “I feel as if I had aged ten 
years,” she admits. She had also 
written to the British government 
to ask why Nolotil is not sold in 
the UK.  

“I believed there could be some 
relationship, that they would have 
some evidence that British people 
are more likely to suffer agranu-
locytosis, but they told me they 
had never sold it because of the 
side effects of this medication in 
general,” she says. 

Britain is not the only country 
to veto the sale of Nolotil; in Swe-
den it has been prohibited for hu-
man use since 1974, and in the USA 
since 1997. Over the years, Japan, 
Australia, Iran and some EU coun-
tries, (where it is permitted for 
veterinary use) have also banned 
it. However, in Germany (its coun-
try of origin), Spain, Russia, Bra-
zil and Israel, among other nations, 
it is one of the most commonly-
prescribed drugs to alleviate pain 
and lower temperature.  

Is there a genetic predisposition? 
Sources at the Spanish Medications 
Agency say that although there 
have been discussions for some 
years about a greater susceptibil-
ity to agranulocytosis in the north-

ern European population and cer-
tain genetic factors have been stud-
ied, “with the information avail-
able we cannot confirm or rule out 
a higher risk among populations 
with specific ethnic characteris-
tics,” they say.   

Isidro Jarque admits there could 
be a genetic predisposition to suf-
fer agranulocytosis, “but like in-
tolerances, having that predispo-
sition doesn’t mean you suffer it; 
the patient would have to come 
into contact with the medication. 
That’s why people shouldn’t self-
medicate, because there could be 
unexpected side effects,” he says.    

Cristina García del Campo is 
pleased with the results of what 
she began to investigate a year ago. 
She says the Denia hospital is cur-
rently carrying out a study into 
the incidence of metamizole on 
the foreign population, which will 
be one of the biggest studies so far. 
The Costa del Sol hospital in Mar-
bella did a study of its own ten 
years ago.  

“They found that agranulocy-
tosis caused by metamizole is an 
adverse effect which occurs more 
often in British people,” she says.  

here to prevent 
problems arising if they were to 
experience symptoms of agranu-
locytosis. The Ministry also warned 
of a greater risk among older pa-
tients, and said it should only be 
taken by medical prescription.  

“This disorder occurs when the 
chemical composition of a medi-
cation comes into contact with 
normal white blood cells and, even, 
the precursors of the white blood 
cells in the bone marrow, and 
causes the immune system to de-
stroy them. It’s a type of allergy to 
the leukocytes. The normal values 
can change very suddenly and fall 
to zero in 24 hours, and that can 
cause serious infections and the 
possibility of death,” explains Is-
idro Jarque, a haematologist at La 
Fe hospital in Valencia, and a mem-
ber of the Spanish Haematology 
and Haemotherapy Society.  

He says it has been known for 
years that Nolotil is one of the most 
important causes of agranulocy-
tosis. “It is the one most commonly 
used and associated with this com-
plication, but it’s by no means the 
only one,” he stresses. With regard 
to prognosis, there should be no 
problem if it is detected on time 
because there are drugs which 
quickly recover the level of leuko-
cytes.  

“Normally, it is treated with a 
stimulating factor for granulocytic 
colonies, which considerably short-
ens recovery time. Antibiotics 
might also be used and even hos-
pitalisation if the infection is se-
rious, but if there are no compli-
cations a patient can be home in a 
week,” says Jarque. 

The Aemps says it had reviewed 

Nolotil, banned for tourists

:: SUSANA ZAMORA 

S
he has spent over a year 
moving heaven and earth 
to try to demonstrate that 
what she suspected was 

true. After one of the patients Cris-
tina García de Campo had helped as 
an interpreter at the hospital in De-
nia died from sepsis (a serious in-
fection), she discovered that there 
had been several similar cases in the 
previous months. “That didn’t seem 
normal to me,” she says. 

It continued to bother her for 
months, until one day she decided 
to look at the medical histories of 
the patients with whom she had 
worked, most of whom were Brit-
ish or from northern Europe. She 
found they had all been treated 
with Nolotil, a commonly-used 
analgesic which is recommended 
for acute pain and as an antipyretic 
when other alternatives were not 
effective. 

In Spain it has been sold for the 
past 50 years and its use has dou-
bled in the past decade, but the 
greatest increase has been in the 
past five years, from 14.6 million 
packets consumed in 2013 to 22.8 
million in 2017. So Cristina won-
dered whether those cases of sep-
sis had been associated with the 
use of Nolotil. She did think for a 
moment that maybe she was see-
ing ghosts where there weren’t any 
and she guessed that nobody would 
take any notice of her, but “I 
couldn’t sit back and do nothing,” 
she decided. She explained her con-
cerns to the hospital management; 
“I believe we have a public health 
problem,” she said.  

The response  
From then on, Cristina’s life would 
never be the same. She began to 
make enquiries on her own ac-
count, and made contact with 

Spanish Medications 
Agency  

“We cannot 
confirm a greater 

risk of 
agranulocytosis in 

specific 
ethnicities” 

Cristina García del Campo 
 Interpreter 

“I have worked 
so hard to find 

out why it affects 
British people” 

Isidro Jarque 
 Haematologist 

“Nolotil  
is not the only 

drug associated 
with 

agranulocytosis”
groups of British expats on social 
media, asking if they had ever suf-
fered any adverse reaction to tak-
ing metamizole (the active prin-
ciple in Nolotil). She was surprised 
by the response.  
“I was told about 100 cases and 21 
deaths,” she says. Recently, the 
British media has reported that 
about ten people from the UK had 
died after taking metamizole in 
Spain. Armed with that informa-
tion, Cristina contacted the Span-
ish Medications Agency (Aemps), 
and met officials there last sum-
mer. She didn’t have to wait long 
for a reaction.  

The misgivings were taken into 
account by the Ministry of Health, 
which issued a serious warning 
about the risks of suffering one of 
the side effects of metamizole, 
known as agranulocytosis, and 
asked medical professionals not to 
give it to patients “in cases where 
they cannot be checked (ie the 
floating population).” This means 
that Nolotil can no longer be pre-
scribed for tourists, because they 
cannot be monitored by doctors 

Nolotil (metamizole) is an 
analgesic which has been 
used in Spain for 50 years 
for acute pain or high tem-
perature when other drugs 
have no effect.  
Use. Its use has doubled in 
the past decade, especially 
the last five years: from 14.6 
million packets in 2013 to 
22.8 million in 2017. 
Ban. Its sale is prohibited in 
some countries, such as the 
UK, Sweden, USA and Japan. 

THE DRUG

A woman buying medication  
over the counter. Right, a  
pack of Nolotil, the most  
commonly bought brand of  
metamizole in Spain. :: SUR

The health authorities recommend that 
this drug should not be prescribed for 
foreign visitors after discovering that 
several British people suffered serious 
side effects. Ten died
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:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. Sarah Almagro Val-
lejo’s life was turned upside down 
last July. The 18-year-old had suf-
fered severe abdominal pain, vom-
iting and fever the night of 22 July 
and was taken to the emergency de-
partment early the next morning 
with suspected gastroenteritis.  

The Costa del Sol Hospital diag-
nosed Sarah with sepsis, which was 
causing her organs to fail. She spent 
ten days in an induced coma. As a 
consequence of the sepsis, Sarah 
lost her hands and her feet, needs 
dialysis several times a week and is 
still an inpatient at the Hospital Re-
gional Universitario in Malaga 
where she has been receiving skin 
grafts. 

Sepsis causes more deaths each 
year than breast or colon cancer, 
with 16,000 people affected annu-
ally in the province of Malaga, ac-
cording to the Sociedad Andaluza 
de Medicina Intensiva y Unidades 
Coronarias. 

 Social media has allowed Sarah’s 
story to be shared, gaining support 
and educating people on this deadly 
disease. It has also raised funds for 
Sarah that, once she leaves the hos-
pital and begins rehabilitation, will 
be used to purchase the protheses she 
needs, “to give her a life as similar as 

possible to the one she had before,” 
explained her father Ismael Almagro. 
He has promised his daughter “the 
most advanced prostheses on the mar-
ket” as the ones provided by the 
health service “are made for older 
people, not for an 18-year-old girl.”  

In order to fulfill his promise, 
Ismael attended the international 
Orto Medical Care fair in Madrid, 
where the latest developments in 
prostheses are presented. He said 
he entered “with the world on his 
shoulders” and left with the solu-

tion, bionic prostheses. At around 
200,000 euros for the four extremi-
ties which last for around six years, 
the family decided to make Sarah’s 
story public in the hope of raising 
the necessary funds.  

The response from the residents 
of Marbella was better than the fam-
ily could ever have imagined and  they 
have received ‘a wave of love’.  Three 
family friends, two solicitors and an 
economist, have formed ‘Somos Tu 
Ola’ (we are your wave), a group who 
will be responsible for raising the 

funds. They aim to provide for the 
“real needs and problems” of people 
who have suffered sepsis and / or am-
putations on the Costa del Sol.  

Marbella town hall, supported by 
sports clubs in the town, have organ-
ised a fundraising weekend for Sarah. 
Seven sporting events will take place 
between 15 and 16 December and 
will include a relay race and rythmic 
gymnastics exhibition. Anyone 
wishing to take part can do so by-
purchasing a wristband for 2.50 
euros.  

The family of the 18-
year-old, who lost her 
hands and feet to 
sepsis, hope to raise 
money to buy           
bionic prostheses

:: GEORGIE KENNY 

MIJAS. La Cala Lions Club Dia-
betic Support Group have a series 
of events planned in the Mijas area 
to coincide with World Diabetes 
Day, 14 November.  

Under the banner “better safe 
than sorry”, the group will be of-
fering glucose testing, free of 
charge, at locations across the 
town. There will be six different 
testing stations set up. On Wednes-
day, testing will be available out-
side the town hall in La Cala (11am 
to 2pm) and outside the sports 
centre in Las Lagunas (4.30 to 
6.30pm). 

Mijas Pueblo will host testing 
on Thursday outside the Folk Mu-
seum (11am to 2pm), while at the 
weekend, those attending the Over 
50s Show at Hotel IPV Palace & 
Spa in Fuengirola can be tested on 
Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 Novem-
ber (11am to 5pm). 

La Cala Lions, with the support 
of the Sports and Foreigners de-
partments of Mijas town hall, are 
also organising the ‘Action Against 
Diabetes’ fun run or walk on 18 
November.  

A stand will be open from 10am 
in the square next to the Torreón 
watchtower on La Cala sea front. 
The race will start at 11am from 
the same location  and every con-
testant will receive a T-shirt for 
taking part. Donations will be wel-
comed on the day. 

La Cala Lions Club 
support group to 
run glucose tests 
across Mijas for 
World Diabetes Day

z·   +34 607 87 94 50

Sarah Almagro in the Hospital Regional de Málaga, and a photo of her before the sepsis. :: SUR

A new future ahead for Sarah
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MALAGA. He was a free-thinking 
painter who shunned commercial 
trends, was frantically productive 
and had a touch of expressionism 
which was to contribute to the de-
velopment of avant-garde art in Spain 
He painted without sketching be-
forehand, and would shut himself in 
his studio for months to give shape 
to whatever he had in his head. That’s 
why he continued to pick up his paint-
brush when his sight failed him: the 
picture was in his head, not in his 
eyes.  

Pepe España (born Malaga, 1930- 

died Biel, Switzerland, 2007) spent 
his final years in darkness, with shad-
ows which also extended around his 
position as an artist, forgotten in ma-
jor art circles. Now the Museum Jorge 
Rando is giving light back to Pepe 
España and, what is more, in his 
home city, a few metres from where 
he was born, in the Plaza de San Fran-
cisco in the centre of Malaga. It is a 
return to his roots, from which he 
never disconnected.  

‘Expresión y color con la vertical 
al espacio’ inaugurates a new cycle 
dedicated to ‘Forgotten painters 
from Malaga’, artists condemned to 
ostracism for reasons other than 
their works. The display, which con-
tinues until 31 January, reveals 
somebody who was excellent at 
drawing and an expressionist painter 
in constant evolution.  

“He never repeated anything; each 
stage brought something new,” says 
Andreas Röthlisberger, president of 
the foundation which bears his name 
and a personal friend of España. It 
also brings us closer to an unusual 
man, who “didn’t know how to sell 
himself, because he was so modest” 
and didn’t like crowded artistic events. 
He was happy in his refuge, in the 
workshop in which nobody, not even 
the smoke from their cigar, was per-

mitted to enter. The few videos which 
exist of España painting, he filmed  
himself.  

In Switzerland, where he went 
with a grant in 1972, this painter al-

ternated between weeks when he fo-
cused on nothing but his work and   
months in which he didn’t paint any-
thing at all. However, during those 
times of apparent inactivity, “he was 
growing and creating new forms in 
his mind which he would later turn 
into ten or more paintings”.  

Different stages 
‘Expresión y color con la vertical al 
espacio’ is a journey through his dif-
ferent stages. From the ‘Cuenca Se-
ries’ of the 1970s, works in Chinese 
ink and marker pen on paper which 
anticipated his later expressionist 
path, to the painting ‘Personaje-Claro 
de luna’, which he did in 2012 when 
he only had five per cent vision be-
cause of a serious macular degenera-
tion. A high-impact work created from 
darkness which breaks with the vivid, 
vibrant colours which only three years 
earlier inundated the series from 
which the name of this exhibition 
was taken, with titles such as ‘The 
Light! - Luminosity’, ‘Colour in the 
afternoon’ and ‘Luminous crack’.  

This stage is a “tribute to the post-
avantgarde of abstract expression-
sism through the genre of landscape,” 
with an “expressive and spontane-
ous touch which is found with the 
rigid and mathematical, with pure 

geometric shapes and the force of 
light and colour,” explains the direc-
tor of the Museum Jorge Rando, Vir-
ginia Díez Barriuso. ‘Luto en el espa-
cio’ or ‘Mourning in space’(2001), his 
tribute to the Twin Towers attacks in 
New York, marks a turning point be-
tween clarity and shadow: it was the 
last picture he painted when he could 
still see.   

This exhibition also reveals him to 
be a great portrait artist, able to cap-
ture the “psychic expression” of the 
person in front of him. The series of 
faces on the walls of the room are im-
pressive - some were done during his 
visits to Malaga . They are drawings 
executed with intensive pen strikes, 
very realistic social works which give 
a face to women in the countryside, 
farm workers, a grandfather... After 
those, a reflection upon “tragedy, 
pain, fear”.  

“I am convinced that the time will 
come when Pepe and his work will 
have the place they deserve,” says An-
dreas Röthlisberger. An artist from 
the generation of the 50s, José Luis 
Jiménez España left Malaga at a young 
age to study in Madrid. Cuenca gave 
him an alternative in a time of im-
portant cultural movement with the 
opening of theMuseum of Spanish 
Abstract Art, promoted by Zóbel. And 
it was in Switzerland that he made 
his name as a painter. He lived and 
worked there until his death and a 
foundation was created there to pre-
serve his legacy. But he always main-
tained close links with Malaga, and 
his visits there made him happy. Now, 
this artist with a friendly expression 
and large moustache would undoubt-
edly have a big smile on his face.

An exhibition reveals the 
works of this painter from 
Malaga, a constantly 
evolving expressionist 
artist who never stopped 
working, even when his 
sight failed

Museum Jorge Rando brings light 
back to Pepe España at home

REGINA 
SOTORRÍO

 @ReginaSotorrio

 The exhibition.   ‘Expresión y 
color con la vertical al espacio’, by 
painter Pepe España (Málaga, 
1930- Biel, Switzerland, 2007). 

 Where.   Museum Jorge Rando 
(Calle Cruz del Molinillo. 12). 

 When.  Until 31 January. 

 Entry.  Free. 

 Opening hours.   Mondays to 
Saturdays 10am to 8pm. 

IN DETAIL

After months of doing 
nothing, he would shut 
himself in his studio 
and paint frenetically 
for months 

Some of his pen and ink portraits. :: FÉLIX PALACIOS

On the left, Pepe España’s tribute to the Twin Towers after the 9/11 attack. :: FÉLIX PALACIOSAndreas Röthlisberger and Virginia Díez Barriuso. :: F. PALACIOS

‘Personaje-Claro de luna’, a work painted when he had lost 95% of his vision. :: FÉLIX PALACIOS
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EXHIBITIONS 

Classic cars and motorbikes 
Estepona. 17, 18 November from 
midday until 8pm. Palacio de Con-
gresos. 10€. Children free. 
A market, music from the era, food 
and drink, a children’s play area and 
lots of classic cars and motorbikes. 
10% of ticket sales donated to 
Cudeca and Alzheimer España. 
Email: costasurclassi-
cos@gmail.com 

Miguel Gómez Losada 
Malaga. Until 25 November. Cen-
tro de Arte Contempóraneo.  
The first solo exhibition of this art-
ist, ‘Romanza’ includes nearly 
twenty paintings in different for-
mats and techniques. 

Socios a Cuatro Manos 
Malaga. Until 6 December Centro 
de Arte Contemporáneo  
The exhibition consists of a selec-
tion of paintings and collages by 
Gonzalo Torné and the late Quico 
Rivas.   

Caminos Cruzados 
Nerja. Until 11 November. Museo 
de Nerja.  
Oliver and Fernando de la Rosa 
present their sculptures at this 
exhibition. 

Rocinante no hay camino 
Nerja. Until 18 November. Centro 
cultural.  
The first photographic exhibition 
of well known sea painter José 
Melguizo. 

Photography exhibition 
Mijas.9 November opening at 8pm 
in Casa de La Cultura (Las   
Lagunas).  
Photography presented from the 
Asociación Nuevo Enfoque. 

No Sé Pintar Gente 
Mijas. Until 12 November. Centro 

Cultural de la Cala, open from 
10am-2pm and 5pm-8pm.  
An exhibition of the works of Luis 

Martinez Valcabado. The works 
mainly consist of nature and land-
scape paintings.  

Arte Y Superación 
 Torremolinos. Until 30 November. 
First floor of the town hall. 
The association of international 
artists who paint using their feet or 
their mouths will be exhibiting 31 
pieces of work created in 
watercolours, oils, acrylics, 
charcoal and mixed media. 

CHARITY 

Afibroma 
Malaga. 10 November, 7pm. Caja 
Blanca, Avda del Editor Ángel Caf-
farena. 6€. 

Presented by Ángeles Maz with 
performers Daniela Aguilar (Fla-
menco Pop), Lola García (Copla), 
the dance groups of Alicia Lara and 
a castanet concert by members of 
the Afibroma association for fi-
bromyalgia and chronic fatigue suf-
ferers. Tickets from Academia 
Alicia Lara or Afribroma by email: 
alibile@yahoo.es or   
info@afibroma.org 

Remembrance Day walk 
Ojén. 11 November, 9.30am. Meet 
at Refugio de Juanar. 10€. 
To raise money for the Royal Brit-
ish Legion there will be a country 
walk (weather permitting),  from 
Refugio Juanar, through La Vibo-
rilla, Macho Montes  and El Corzo. 
More details: www.face-
book.com/funandfund/ or email: 
funandfund@outlook.com 

Armistice Remembrance Day 
Mijas. 11 November, from 
11.30am. Tamisa Golf Hotel. 25€. 
The minute silence and reflection 
at 12 (11am English time) will  be 
followed by a  two course lunch at 
1pm. Live entertainment will be 
provided by ‘Touch of Class’ and 
quartet, ‘Reflections Acapella’. 
Then at 6pm Lindsay Rose will be 
performing. Tel: 952 585 988 OR 
email: reservas@hoteltamisa-
golf.com 

Charity cabaret for cats 
Alhaurín el Grande. 1 December, 
from 7pm. Venta La Recta. 10€. 
The “Sound Bites” are hosting a 
charity cabaret evening featuring  
Ricky Leach and Lynne Gaskell 
performing favourites from The 
Carpenters, Neil Diamond, Frank 
Sinatra, Amy Winehouse, Whit-
ney Houston and many others. A 
two course meal costs 10 euros 
(pay on the night)at 7pm. The 
cabaret starts at 9pm. Table reser-
vations: Cathy: 952112057. All 
proceeds will be donated to “Gift 
of Life”, a cat rescue organisation 
based in Alhaurin el Grande. Tick-
ets from: Martins or Cristina’s pa-
per shops. 

MUSIC & DANCE  

The Wall Bar  
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free. 
110 November. Constanza & Javier 
Jazz duet.  
17 November. Señor Blues. Jesús 
Aranda & Alberto Soler. Blues, 
country, rock and soul. 
24 November. Victor Sánchez & 

Dani Harp. Blues, rock and roll 
and american folk music. 

Louie Louie Live 
Estepona. Louie Louie Bar.   
10 November, midnight.  Bourbon 
from Sanlucar present their new 
disc, Fuente Vieja. 5€. 
14 November, 10pm.  Robert Jon & 
The Wreck. 10€ in advance, 13€ 
on the door. 
15 November, 9.30pm.  Paco Javier 
Jimeno. 
16 November, midnight. Pepe 
Bao.10€. (Bass guitar masterclass 
at 10pm 15€.)  
22 November, midnight. Super-
suckers. 20€ in advance, 24€ on 
the door. 
24 November, 11.45pm. The Rob 
Sas Band.  

Tango show 
Estepona. 9 November, 8.30pm.  
Centro Cultural Padre Manuel  
‘Una Noche en Buenos Aires’ live 
music and ballet.  Tickets 10 euros 
and already available at 
660753246.  

La Porteña Tango 
Estepona. 9 November, 9pm. 
Centro Cultural Villa de Nerja.  
‘Una Noche en Buenos Aires’ is 
performed by La Porteña Tango 
which is touring more than 20 
countries.   

Spanish/Arabic music and 
dance 
Torremolinos. 9 November, 
9.30pm. Centro Cultural Pablo 
Ruiz Picasso. 10 or 12 €. 
The association Arte y Salud Rumi 
are presenting ‘Esencia’ a 
performance of music and dance 
which combines both Spanish and 
Arabic culture. Tickets: 
www.ticketea.com/entradas-
flamencoriental-esencia/ 

:: TONY BRYANT 
MIJAS. The Avanto Theatre in 
La Cala de Mijas is holding a  
classical music soirée on Tues-
day 14 November. The event 
will present celebrated Italian 
mezzo soprano, Simona 
Mango, and Malaga pianist, 
María del Carmen Pérez. 

Organised by Music Manage-
ment, the evening will include 
classical scores by Verdi, 
Tchaikovsky, Rossini, Pon-
chielli and Bizet. 

 Simona Mango studied clas-
sical singing in Rome and at-
tended master courses at the 
Ateneo Internazionale delle 
Lirica in Sulmona with the 
conductor, Dario Lucantoni. 
She has performed at opera, 

classical and sacred music recit-
als. In 2002, she was awarded 
second prize at the coveted C. 
A. Seghizzi international 
chamber music competition in 
Gorizia and has since become 
one of the most sought after 
singers in her field.   

María del Carmen Pérez has 
collaborated with the Malaga 
Philharmonic Orchestra, as 
well as performing solo con-
certs in Chicago and Berlin. 

Tickets for the performance, 
which begins at 9pm, cost 25 
euros and include a welcome 
drink and canapés during the 
interval.  

Reservations can be made on 
pmmtickets@mail.com, or 
phone Anita on 644242365. 

Classical music soirée 

comes to La Cala

Simona Mango and María del Carmen Pérez. :: SUR

A Cuatro Manos, CAC Malaga

Rob Sas, Estepona

Superación, Torremolinos
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MUSIC & DANCE 

Casa de la cultura concerts 
Almuñécar.   
110 November, 8pm.  Harley Dan-
iels will be playing a selection of 
country music. 
11 November, 7pm. The covers 
band ‘Coverland’ will be playing a 
selection of the best pop, rock and 
funky music. 
14 November, 8pm. Dreaming To-
gether is a blues and jazz  band 
who play a mix of old and modern 
jazz and blues. 
16 November, 8pm. Flamenco bal-
let, Callejuela de la Luna. 
17 November, 8pm. Mas que Nada 
bossanova band. 

A Touch of Class 
Fuengirola. 16 November, 7pm. 
Casa de la Cultura. 10€ 
A Touch of Class presents Variety 
Espectacular in aid of Lux Mundi. 
Reservations: 952026811 or email 
touchofclasstickets@gmail.com. 

Sleeping Beauty 
Malaga. 28 November. Teatro 
Cervantes.  
Russian National Ballet dancing to 
music composed by Tchaikovsky. 
Call 952224109 to book. 

Jazz Club concert 
Nerja. 23 November at 8.30pm. 
Hotel Plaza Cavana. Tickets 18€ for 
armchair, 12 € for a stool. Includes a 
glass of cava. Daniel Amat (pianist), 
Francis Posé (double bass) and 
Jorge Cid (drums).  

Baroque concert 
Malaga. 9 November, 8pm. Sala 
Unicaja de Conciertos, María Cris-
tina.  
Baroque music by composers 
Handel, Purcell, Monteverdi, 
Porpora and Vivaldi performed by 
soprano Claudia Teruel, baritone 
Antonio Ariza and tenor Diego 
Morales. 

Malu 
Malaga. 9 November, 9.30pm. The 
Martín Carpena sports stadium. 
Malu will be performing tracks 
from her new CD Oxygen as well 
as some of her well known songs 
such as Ahora tú. Tickets: www.live 
nation or ticketmaster.es 

Film Symphony Orchestra 
Malaga. 10 November, 7.30pm. 
Palacio de Ferias. 39-58€ 
The Film Symphony Orchestra will 
be paying tribute to composer and 
five times Oscar winner John 
Williams by playing soundtracks 
from cinema hits such as Star Wars, 
Memories of a Geisha, JFK, Jurassic 
Park, Harry Potter and Schindler’s 

List among others. Tickets: 
malagaentradas.com  

Richard Ray Farrell 
Estepona. 16 November, 8pm. 
Centro Cultural Padre Manuel. 
12€. 
American blues musician Richard 
Ray Farrell has played at many 
nmajor venues and with most of 
the greatest blues artists in the 
world. Tickets from Musisol 
Estepona, the box office or online: 
www.produccioneslacochera.com. 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. Teatro Cervantes 
9 November, 8pm.  
Directed by Manuel Hernández 
Silva, the orchestra will be playing 
compositions from Dmitri 
Shostakóvich. 
Malaga. Auditorio Museo Picasso 
13 November, 8pm.  
 Music from Mozart and Brahms by 
Austri Musici. https://tick-
ets.museopicassomalaga.org 
16 November, 88pm.  
Rachmaninov and Tchaikovsky 
played by Óscar Martín Castro (pi-
ano); Jesús Reina (violin) and Til-
man Mahrenholz (cello).  

Boris Belman                                     
Malaga. 15 November, 8pm. Sala 
Unicaja de Conciertos María 
Cristina.  
The Sociedad Filarmónica de 
Málaga with guest pianist Boris 
Belman will be performing Ha-
dyn’s Sonatas nº50, 51 and 52 fol-
lowed in the second half by Prok-
ofiev’s Sonatas nº 9 and 7. 

T. I. M. S Remembrance day 
concert 

Fuengirola. 11 November. Salon 
Varieties no later than 10.15am.  
For more information visit 
www.timschoir.org. 

T. I. M. S 30 year anniversary 
concerts 
Fuengirola. 22 November, 8pm. 
The Avanto.  
The concert includes performances 
from Juliet Williams and Ricky La-
vazza, also known as the ‘Velvet 
Voice’.  
Benalmádena. 30 November, 7pm. 
Castillo Bil Bil. 
www.timschoir.org. 

Let the Christmas spirit start 
Alhaurin el Grande. 17 November 
at 7pm until late.  Venta La Recta. 
Tickets are 10 euros. 
The Andy Ross Singers invite you 
to their musical Christmas show. 
There will be a mix of traditional 
Christmas songs and musical 
songs. Food is also available. 
Bookings call 617510758 or 
952112057. 

Flamenco in the Museum  
Malaga. Museo de Arte Flamenco 

Peña Juan Breva, C/Ramón Fran-
quelo. 8.30pm. 
10 November. Susana Solera and 
dance group.  
For information and bookings call 
687 607 526 or email:  
info@flamenka.com 

LECTURES  

U3A Lectures 
Fuengirola. Lux Mundi reference 
Library, free to members, guests 
5€. Email: u3afuengi-
rola@gmail.com 
A Mixed Bag:  
‘Family recollections of the Great 
War’. 
13 November, 11am. 
The recollections of four families of 
the war. 
  
Science and technology:  
‘The Spanish Flu Epidemic 1918’ 
14 November, 11am. 
The centenary of the greatest 
human catastrophe of the 20th 
century. What were its causes, how 
did it spread and what was done to 
tackle it? Can it happen again? 
 
Poetry Circle:  
12 November, 11am. 
Members of Fuengirola U3A will 
present readings of some of the 
poems of the Great War. Entrance is 
free to all. Donations to the Royal 
British Legion 

The Arts Society Costa del Sol 
Fuengirola. 12 November, 4.30pm. 
Salon Varietés Theatre. Visitors 10€. 
www.theartssociety-costadel-
sol.org 
Nerja. 13 November, 6pm. Centro 
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 

www.theartssocietynerja.comVisi-
tors 10€ 
‘Velázquez and the Golden Age of 
Spanish paintings’  
Lecturer Sian Walters. The 17th 
century is known as the Golden 
Age of Spanish Art with 
extravagant programmes of 
building and painting. At the helm 
of the country’s artistic patronage 
was King Philip IV, one of the 
greatest collectors of art 
throughout Europe. His well-honed 
instinct for talent drew him to the 
young, brilliant Diego Velázquez 
who would become his court 
painter for over 30 years. This 
lecture will trace the rise of his 
glittering career at one of the most 
illustrious courts in Europe.  
 
Mijas. 13 November, 10.30am. The 
Danish Club, Haza del Algarrobo, 
Crta de Mijas. Visitors 10€.  
‘From the Depths of the Past: Rock 
Art from Sulawesi to Spain.’ 
Lecturer Helen Sijsling. Cave art 
was discovered at the end of the 
19th and beginning of the 20th 
century. It is spectacular, beautiful 
and mysterious and can be found all 
over the world. www.theartssociet 
y -costadelsol.org 

FESTIVALS 

Fiesta del jamón 
Campillos. 11 November from 
11am.  
Over fifty companies will be 
attending the festival which is 
dedicated to pork products, 
especially cured ham. There will be 
free tastings, guided tours and live 
music throughout the day.  

Fiesta del conejo 
Parauta. 10 November from  
midday.  
The rabbit is the protagonist of this 
festival with tastings of rabbit with 
rice accompanied by the local wine. 
There will also be verdiales and 
stall selling produce and crafts.    

EVENTS 

Ruta de la Tapa 
Villanueva del Trabuco. 9, 10  
November.  
Twelve bars and restaurants are 
participating in this tapas route 
around the village. A special tapas 
and a drink at any of the venues 
will cost 2€ and completed voting 
cards can be exchanged for a free 
gift. Venues open 8pm until 
midnight Friday, and midday until 
5pm and then 8pm until midnight 
on Saturday. 

:: TONY BRYANT 

MIJAS. Those that participated 
in the explosive punk rock 
scene of the 1970s will enjoy 
the Punkirola 77 festival on Sat-
urday 10 November. This excit-
ing music festival will present 
several bands from the UK and 
Spain and will invoke the spirit 
of 1977, a year that the youth of 
the UK were revelling in safety-
pins, orange Mohicans, ripped 
jeans and offensive T-shirts.  

The festival, which begins at 
6pm, will be held in the Sala 
Ana Marquez in Las Lagunas, 
Mijas Costa.  

Some of the British garage 
and punk scene’s most iconic 
bands will participate in the fes-
tival, including The DC Spec-
tres, a three-piece band whose 
recently-released debut CD was 
produced by Rat Scabies, drum-
mer of cult band, The Damned. 
Other groups to appear are The 
Anoraks, an East London punk 
band that has been performing 
for over 20 years; and Tin Fish, a 

three piece new wave outfit 
from Birmingham. The high-
light of the festival will be the 
performance of Jesse Lynn 
Dean, singer of legendary UK 
punk band, The Wasps. Origi-
nally formed in 1976, The 
Wasps perform in the style of 
the Velvet Underground and 
The Stooges and during the 70s, 
they were one of the principal 

gigging bands of the London 
punk scene. Several local bands 
will also appear at the event, in-
cluding The Reinfected, Absolut 
Pantz and Guiri Resort.   

Tickets, which cost eight 
euros in advance or ten euros on 
the door, are available from 
www.ticketsource.eu   

The venue capacity is lim-
ited, so early arrival is advised. 

Punk rock festival to rekindle 
the colourful spirit of 1977

The Reinfected will perform at the Punkirola 77 festival. :: SUR

Juliet Williams, Fuengirola.

Richard Ray Farrell, Estepona

Carmelilla, Malaga. 
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EVENTS 

A Resounding Tinkle 
Marbella. Until 11 November, 
8pm. El ParaisoGolf Club. 
‘A Resounding Tinkle’ is a comedy 
play written by N. F. Simpson and 
directed by Miles Rendle. The 
second play of the evening will be 
The Hand Of God by renowned 
playwright Alan Bennett and 
presented by Bobby Aaron. Tickets: 
www.interna 
tionaltheatrestudio.org  

Quiz Night 
Fuengirola. 15 November, 6.30pm. 
Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre. 
Team up with your friends and pit 
your wits for a fun, light hearted 
evening. There will be a prize for 
the 1st and 2nd placed teams. A 
snack and one free drink included 
in ticket price of 4€. All proceeds to  
fund raising. 

National Dog Show 
Estepona 10 November, 4.30 -
6.30pm. Registration 3 -4.30pm. 
Palacio de Exposiciones  

The third Concurso nacional 
Canino Ciudad de Estepona is or-
ganised by the Royal Spanish Ca-
nine Association and Costa del Sol 
Canine Association.  

Coach excursion to Gibraltar 
Torre del Mar. 15 November, 20 
December. Various departure 
points. 12€ 
Transport, travel insurance 
included. Passport necessary. Lux 
Mundi Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 
334 or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org 

ICE festive fair 
Estepona. 17 November, 11am-
2pm. The Club House, Bahía Do-
rada. 
A festive fair with bar skittles, 
hoopla, a quiz, Treasure Island, 
tombola, photographic competi-
tion, gifts, homemade cakes, pick-
les, hand knitted items, jewellery 
and handicrafts. Bacon and sau-
sage butties available from the bar. 

A trip to Estepa 
Fuengirola. 21 November, depart-
ing 8am from Feria ground or 8.05 
from bullring. 23€. 
Includes travel, insurance and en-
trance to the La Estepeña factory 
where the famous Christmas man-
tecados biscuits are made. Tel 952 
474 840, e-mail:          
luxmundif@gmail.com  
www.lux-mundi.org 

Viveros Guzmán and 
Fuengirola with Lux Mundi 
Torre del Mar. 21 November. Vari-
ous departure points. 15€ 
A visit to Guzmán garden centre 
and then shopping trip to 
Fuengirola. Tel: 952 543 334 or e-
mail: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

ACE Thanksgiving party 
Estepona. 22 November, from 

2pm. ACE Club, C/San Roque. 
10€. 
The American Club of Estepona are 
holding a Thanksgiving Party. Lots 
of turkey and pumpkin pie. Call: 
952 793 059 (club hours), or email 
michaelvmoss@gmail 

Panto Aladdin 
Coín. 23, 24 November, 7pm. El 
Palacio, La Trocha. 12€ non mem-
bers. 8€ under  12s.  
The Andalucía Performing Arts 
Society (TAPAS) are performing 
the panto Aladdin. 
www.tapassociety.com 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS  

La Cala de Mijas Lions 
Mijas. 25 November, 11.30am-
5pm. Tamisa Golf Hotel.  
Stalls selling bric-a-brac, crafts, 
jewellery and gifts etc, a fashion 
show and entertainment provided 
by A Touch Of Class and the Costa 
Soul Singers. 

ADANA Christmas Fair 
Estepona. 25 November, 10.30am 
Palacio de Ferias y Congresos. 2€.  
Christmas cards and gifts and lots 

of stalls to browse. More 
information: 
adanaevents@gmail.com or 
www.adana.es  

St Andrews 
Fuengirola. 17 November, 11am . St 
Andrews church, Los Boliches.  
Crafts, tombola, bottle stall, raffle, 
bric-a-brac, cakes etc. www.st-
andrewscofe-spain.org 

TAPAS Christmas Party 
Coín. 7 December. Restaurant Las 
Cabales.   
Music from TAPAS choir, dancing 
to DJ Big Kevin and two course 
Christmas supper and mince pies. 
Tickets 14€ members 16€ non 
members. Tel: 678 932 284 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-
niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
The Guernsey Literary and Po-
tato Peel Pie Society: 20.20, 
22.30. 
Bohemian rhapsody: 12.00, 
16.25, 19.10, 21.50 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
Bohemian Rhapsody: 17.00, 
19.45, 22.30 (every day). 
Overlord: 18.05, 20.20 (every). 
The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms: 17.00 (every day) . 
TheGirl In The Spider’s Web: 
18.30, 21.00 (every day). 

Cinesur Miramar  

Christmas fair, St Andrews
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:: TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. The popular 50 
Plus Expo, the lifestyle event for 
people over the age of 50, will be 
held at the IPV Palace Hotel and 
Spa in Fuengirola on Saturday 17 
and Sunday 18 November. The 
exhibition is well established on 
the coast and has been catering 
for those enjoying the third age 
since 1999.  

Representatives from nu-
merous sectors specialising in 
activities and services for peo-
ple contemplating their retire-
ments will be on hand to offer 
advice on physical and finan-
cial health, and about interests 
and hobbies. Health and well-
being will be a key element 
again this year, based on the 
premise that exercise, a sensi-
ble diet and routine monitor-
ing slows down the ageing 
process.  

Eric Knowles (The Antiques 
Road Show) will be back to give 
free valuations on small items 
and collectibles, while jewellery 
and watch expert, Tom Keane, 
(Cash In the Attic and Antiques 
Road Trip) will also be offering 

his services free. Mike Kelly 
will give advice about rare 
coins, stamps and banknotes: at 
last year’s event, he discovered 
coins worth 50,000 euros. 

Because the event will be 
held close to the beginning of 
the festive season, there will 
also be a Christmas cookery 
demonstration.  

The Andalusian International 
Artists (AIA) will again be dis-

playing their new works at the 
show. The exhibition will in-
clude a variety of styles created 
by a group of professional and 
dedicated visual artists from 
around Europe who are all liv-
ing and working in Andalucía.  

The event, which is free, will 
begin at 2pm and continue until 
7pm on both days. 

For more information, see 
www.seniortimes.ie 

The fair for anyone over fifty 
returns to Fuengirola

Eric Knowles will give free valuations on small items. :: SUR

Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Bohemian Rhapsody: 12.00, 
16.25, 19.10, 21.50, 00.30 (every-
day) 
A Star is Born: 17.00, 22.25 (Fri, 
Sat, Sun).  
The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms: 12.05, 16.15 (everyday). 
The Girl In The Spider’s Web: 
18.15, 20.40, 23.00 (every day). 
Wild Strawberries: 20.00 (every-
day). 
A Head Full Of Dreams (Cold 
Play): 21.00 (Wed).  
Ballet: La Sylphide: 16.00 (Sun) 
Ballet: La Bayedère: 20.15 (Tues). 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
Goosebumps 2: Haunted Hal-
loween: 12.00, 18.15 (Sun); 16.15 
(Sat, Sun); 17.45 (Tues); 18.30 
(Mon, Wed, Thurs ). 
The Girl In The Spider’s Web: 
16.00 (Sat, Sun); 17.30, 22.15 
(Mon-Thurs); 20.00 (Mon, Tues); 

22.45 (Fri, Sat, Sun). 
Overlord: 16.00 (Sat); 18.15 (Fri, 
Sat); 18.30 (Sun); 22.30 (Mon-
Thurs); 22.45 (Fri, Sat, Sun). 
Hunter Killer: 15.55 (Sun) . 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 15.45 (Sat, 
Sun); 17.15, 22.10 (Mon-Thurs); 
17.45, 20.15 (Fri, Sat, Sun); 19.45 
(Mon, Wed, Thurs);  .  
The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms: 11.45 (Sun); 15.50 (Sat, 
Sun); 17.45 (Mon-Thurs); 18.15 
(Fri, Sat, Sun). 
A Star is Born: 19.45 (Mon-
Thurs); 20.15 (Sun).   

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
First Man: 22.30 (Tues). 
Christopher Robin: 12.20 (Sat, 
Sun); 16.35 (Tues). 
Halloween: 15.45 (Fri-Tues); 
13.15 (Sat, Sun). 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 12.00 (Sat, 
Sun); 17.00, 19.40, 22.20 (Fri-
Tues). 
BlacKkKlansmen: 12.40 (Sun); 
16.15 (every day except Tues); 
18.55 (Tues).   
The Guernsey Literary and Po-
tato Peel Pie Society: 16.45, 
22.15 (Tues). 
Hunter Killer: 12.55 (Sat, Sun); 
21.45 (Tues). 
The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms: 13.30 (Sat, Sun); 
21.05(Fri, Sat). 
Goosebumps 2: Haunted Hal-
loween: 14.15 (Sat, Sun); 18.15 
(Tues). The Nutcracker film
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Andalusian tour operator 
Toma & Coe offers guests 
an exclusive cooking 
experience in a beautiful 
family home 

MALAGA. We arrive in Malaga dur-
ing a monsoon. As I hurry, crouched 
and swearing, from the bus station 
to our meeting point, people take 
shelter anywhere they can, caught 
off-guard by the heavy rain. Soon, 
the central nerve of Alameda Prin-
cipal is a miniature river. This is my 
inauspicious start to a day of cook-
ing and conviviality in an old coun-
try farmhouse – treats promised by 
luxury tour operator Toma & Coe 
(T&C) as part of its “Malaga Cook-
ing Experience”.   

Respite from the downpour is 
eventually provided by Malaga’s 
Atarazanas food market, housed 
in a cavernous structure built 
as a shipyard in the 14th 
century. 

Led by T&C cooking 
guru Mayte Fernán-
dez, the small group 
I’m joining is 
taken shopping 
for ingredients. 
We’re to cook ar-
roz caldoso: lit-
erally meaning 
“brothy rice”, 
it’s a rustic dish 
that can be 
made with fish 
or seafood, but to-
day we’re doing it 
with chicken - free-
range and wonder-
fully golden in colour.   

Vivacious and attrac-
tive, Malaga-born Mayte 
worked as a flight attendant 
before starting to teach cooking. 
She became involved with T&C 
five years ago, when she met its 
English founder Manni Coe 
through a mutual a friend. As well 
as now running the company’s 

“Malaga Cooking Ex-
perience”, Mayte has 

her own culinary 
school, A Cooking 
Day, which also in-
troduces clients to 
Andalusian cui-
sine and customs. 
She says that her 
home, as well as a 
passion for food, 
influenced her 

switch from flight 
stewardess to cook-

ing teacher.   
You can see why. Af-

ter stocking up on good-
ies in Atarazanas, we’re 

driven to the enormous 17th 
century farmhouse that’s been 

part of Mayte’s family since 1941. 

The key from Harry Potter  
Although just fifteen minutes out 
of the city, it’s surrounded by olive 
groves and hills, now lush from the 

Biblical rain. We walk through the 
heavy front door – opened by a key 
clearly poached from the set of a 
Harry Potter film – into the room 
where Mayte holds her classes. It’s 
a stunning blend of traditional An-

dalusian and contemporary chic, 
filled with light from floor-to-ceil-
ing windows. Beyond them are the 
olive, almond, fig and pomegranate 
trees from which the family have 
reaped fruit for almost eighty years. 

After drying our soaked feet, 
we’re given our individual prep 
stations and assigned tasks. Straight 
away, it feels as we’re in the house 
of a Spanish friend and their fam-
ily - precisely the kind of behind-
the-scenes experience that T&C 
specialises in.  

“From the first moments”, ex-
plains Mayte, “[our] clients enter 
a real family home and say ‘hello’ 
to my mother or maybe my father 
or uncle, who might also be 
around”. 

T&C founder Manni, who also 
joins us, explains that the cortijo 
and Mayte’s family are key to the 
Malaga Cooking Day: “We’ve de-
signed this tour to be fully immer-
sive, so guests can roll up their 

Family cooking in a Malaga farmhouse
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farmhouse. :: M. C.

Mayte, right, leads the tour of Atarazanas food market in Malaga. :: MANNI COE

MARK                 
NAYLER

 nombrexxx@xxx.com 

Mayte has her own 
culinary school as well 
as running the Malaga 
Cooking Experience

The event is designed 
to be fully immersive 
and includes shopping 
and prepping



November 9th to 15th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

55 FOOD&DRINK

:: XXXXX 

DATA. Exxxxtexto

:: XXXXX 

DATA. Exxxxtexto

Xxxx 

xxxxx

:: XXXXX 

DATA. Exxxxtexto

Xxx 

xxx 

xxx 

xxx 

xxx

sleeves and spend the day shop-
ping, prepping, preparing and fi-
nally enjoying their culinary crea-
tions in a family home.” 

Teresa, Mayte’s 74-year-old 
mother, soon makes an appear-
ance, checking on the cooking and 
chatting with the group. She tells 
us that parts of the vast cortijo are 
without electricity owing to the 
morning’s ferocious weather. But 
now the sun is appearing, burning 
off the sulky clouds and bathing 
the fruit trees in a watery light. 

Each step of the cooking process 
is carefully explained to us. The 
chicken chunks are seasoned and 
browned in olive oil, after which a 
blend of fried-off garlic, onion and 
green pepper and grated tomatoes 
is added to the pot. Cue rich aromas 
and delightful sizzling. White wine, 
rice and water follow. Finally, a 
pinch of smoked paprika and a 
whisp of saffron are thrown in.   

The rapid-fire Spanish of Mayte 
and Teresa provides a soundtrack to 
all this happy culinary activity. It’s a 
dynamic that you wouldn’t normally 
experience unless immersed in fam-
ily of Spaniards - and even if you were, 
you’d be lucky to get as involved as 
we are in the cooking process. In 
Spain, the kitchen is a madre’s 
(mother’s) closely-guarded fortress, 
a room of culinary secrets that’s of-

ten inaccessible to outsiders.   
At about 3pm, we sit down to the 

final stage of a process that started 
that morning, in a rain-swept 
Malaga. It turns out that the arroz 
caldoso con pollo was worth get-
ting soaked for. The ricey broth, 

laced with saffron and paprika, is 
as moreish as it is satisfying and the 
chicken, left on the bone for extra 
flavour, falls apart to the touch. We 
wash the hearty stew down with 
red wine from young, Malaga-based 
bodega Sedella. 

After a lunch to remember, in 
so many ways, we say goodbye to 
Mayte’s Mum and lock the door 
behind us with the Harry Potter 
key. As the taxi takes us back to 
Malaga, now drying off in pale sun-
light, I think about cooking the 

caldoso myself, at home in Gra-
nada. But I doubt it’d be the same 
without a beautiful farmhouse 
overlooking olive groves, or a Span-
ish mother and daughter there to 
enthusiastically correct my mis-
takes.  

Guests prep fresh ingredients on the Malaga Cooking Experience. :: M. C
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H
ave we finally 
shrugged off the idea 
that French cuisine 
dominates all others? 

There was a time when it was as 
respected as a religion, and 
France was the church where it 
was worshipped. Standards were 
upheld by the tyranny of the 
Michelin Guide, and whole fami-
lies from other countries would 
make the annual pilgrimage to 
the mecca of haute cuisine. On 
their return to Lewes, Sausalito 
or Reykjavik they would remem-
ber the land where the chef was 
king and the fat little tyre man 
was the king-maker.  

The dogma began to dissipate 
with the arrival of the Common 
Market. Cheaper airfares meant 
people could spread their itiner-
aries over several countries, re-
sulting in the ‘discovery’ of Ital-
ian cuisine and later Spanish 
and British. It soon became ob-
vious that French cooking was 
not necessarily the best in the 
world, and that heavy sauces 
were not synonymous with 
good food.  

Food critics like Anthony 
Bourdin and AA Gill (RIP both), 
rejected it in favour of new-era 
cooking. As long as 20 years 
ago, Bourdin recalled how he 
found himself in a simple 
chophouse near Smithfield 
market. Fergus Henderson’s 
‘200 years out of date’ St John 
restaurant convinced him that 
even in Britain there was great 

food and great chefs who did 
not know what ‘haute cuisine’ 
was. He described Henderson 
as “a walking Buddha, a total 
rock star. He opened the doors 
for people to start questioning 
the conventional wisdom of 
the restaurant business, built 
up over hundreds of years. He 
absolutely changed the world.” 

The food Bourdin loved and 
talked about on his TV shows 
was an anathema to lovers of 
French cuisine: bizarre eastern 
dishes, spicy offal, exotic 
pasta… All the more unfair 
therefore that he chose France 
as his suicide destination – or 
perhaps it was deliberate.

ANDREW J. LINN 

END OF                                                                    

AN ERA?

El Pícaro, Bodegas Matsu 

A wholly successful exercise in 
making the generally-known-as 
strong Toro wines into a more ac-
ceptable alternative to the better-
known Spanish regions. Matsu, 
for some illogical reason using a 
Japanese name, is a noteworthy 
bodega using biodynamic meth-
ods, etc. El 
Pícaro 2017, the 
cheapest, costs 
around eight 
euros and is 
very good in-
deed. Found at 
Alcampo, El 
Corte Inglés 
and others.

WINE OF THE WEEK

A fish ceviche accompanied by 
avocado, red onions, and fried 
wanton macerated in yellow pep-
per and ponzu (a Japanese citrus 
sauce). 
 

Serves four 
 
INGREDIENTS  

1 whole sea bass, 120g per person 

2 litres of water 

2 leeks 

2 white onions 

A bunch of coriander 

2 carrots 

2 avocados 

1 red onion 

1 packet of wonton sheets 

1 can of yellow pepper paste 

 
METHOD 

Clean the sea bass, descale and 
cut the fish into fillets. Remove 
the skin and cut the flesh into 
fingers about half a centimetre 
thick. Keep in the fridge. Make 
a white fumet (stock) with the 
fish bones, chopped leeks, car-
rots and white onions. Bring to 
the boil and then strain, conserv-
ing just the liquid.  

To this stock add the chopped 
coriander and the yellow pepper 
paste to taste (made with a par-
ticular Peruvian spicy pepper). Li-
quidise to make a thick sauce and 
chill until needed. Cut the wan-
ton sheets into strips and fry un-
til golden and puffed up.  

Cut the avocados into fingers 
and the red onion julienne style.  

 
PONZU SAUCE 

 

INGREDIENTS  

90ml natural lime juice 
70ml rice vinegar 

270ml soy sauce 

70ml mirin 

5cm strip of kombu seaweed 

15g katsuobushi (flaked tuna) 

 
METHOD 

Combine all the ingredients in 
a  bowl and leave to marinate in 
the fridge for at least two hours 
but no more than 24 hours. Drain 

and reserve the liquid.   
 

PLATING UP 

Place the fish in a bowl and mix 
with a pinch of salt, add the red 
onion and marinate in the ponzu 
sauce. Drain and transfer the fish 
onto a deep plate and form a pyra-
mid with the red onion. Pour on 
a little of the ponzu sauce, add the 
avocado and top with the fried 
wanton garnish.   

 

 

Diego Gallegos is at the helm of the 

Michelin-starred restaurant Sollo and 

Arara bistro bar, both in the Double 

Tree by Hilton Hotel Resort & Spa  

Reserva del Higuerón, Fuengirola

DIEGO GALLEGOS

Ceviche limeño

SOLLO INSPIRATION DIEGO 
GALLEGOS
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Laura Davies and Trish 
Johnson, Beth Allen and 
Catriona Matthew will be 
joining Azahara Muñoz 
from 22 to 25 November 
at La Quinta 

:: SUR 

MALAGA. The presence of a num-
ber of legends in world golf - in-
cluding English players Laura 
Davies and Trish Johnson, and Ca-
triona Matthew from Scotland - 
will be an added attraction for the 
women’s Andalucía Costa del Sol 
Open de España, which will take 
place at La Quinta Golf & Resort 
from Thursday 22 to Sunday 25 No-
vember. The event is sponsored by 
the Tourism and Sports Board of 
Andalucía, the Costa del Sol Tour-
ist Board and the Mancomunidad 
de Municipios of the western Costa 

del Sol, among others. 
Davies, one of the best profes-

sionals of all time, is unanimously 
considered a golf megastar; she has 

an impressive record which, of 
course, includes triumphs in the  
Open de España, which she won 
in 1986 and 2010.  

These two titles are part of the 
nearly 80 on her CV, as well as more 
than 30 wins in different tourna-
ments on the Ladies European Tour. 

 Ten times a player in the Solheim 
Cup, outside the European sphere, 
Laura Davies has also won very im-
portant titles on the American tour 
and in Japan, and just a few months 
ago, during this same season, she 
achieved victory in two majors on 
the Legends Tour, the US Senior 
Women’s Open and the Senior 
LPGA Championship. 

Johnson, also impressive 
The same can be said of her fellow 
English player Trish Johnson, an-
other of the women who can boast 
the most titles and fame on the La-
dies European Tour.  

She will be coming to La Quinta 
with an impressive baggage which 
includes other victories in Spain, 
such as the Tenerife Ladies Open 

which she won in 2010.  
From the other side of the At-

lantic comes Beth Allen, looking 
forward to a rematch. The famous 
American golfer, with three vic-
tories on the Ladies European Tour 
and many others on the LGPA Tour, 
always plays well in the women’s 
Open de España. 

 Last year she fought right up to 
the last hole against Azahara 
Muñoz, who achieved her second 
consecutive win, so this year golf 
lovers can look forward to yet an-
other exciting and high-powered 
competition. 

The list of legends is completed 
by Scottish player Catriona Mat-
thew, vice-captain in the Solheim 
Cup in 2017 and captain of the 
European team for the 2019 edi-
tion. She has very good options re-
garding the female players who 
will be confronting the American 
team next year ,and has very strong 
aspirations to win. 

Catriona’s impressive sporting 
history includes three wins on the 
LET and dozens of good results 
elsewhere. She was also one of the 
best players at the recent Estrella 
Damm Mediterranean Ladies 
Open.

American golfer Beth Allen. :: RFEG

The Andalucía Costa del Sol Open 
attracts leading names in the golf world

After winning in the 
preliminary rounds and 
semi-final 5-0, the karate 
champion meets world 
number one Ryo Kiyuna 
in the final on Saturday 

:: MARINA RIVAS 

MALAGA. Following his dream, 
and doing so with the utmost con-
centration. That is how Malaga ka-
rate expert Damián Quintero set 
off on his path to the World Cham-
pionships in Madrid this week. This 
was a competition the young man 
from Torremolinos couldn’t miss; 
he is currently ranked second in 

the world and seventh in the clas-
sification for the Tokyo Olympic 
Games in 2020.  

Hoping for his first solo gold at 
this international event, his cha-
llenge will not only be to win the 
medal, but to do everything pos-
sible to move up the ladder towards 
the Olympics. So far he has begun 
well: he has earned a place in the 
final of the championship, which 
takes place this Saturday from 6pm, 
when he will be up against his 
most challenging rival.  

Quintero hasn’t given anything 
away so far, and doesn’t intend to. 
‘All or nothing’ will be his attitu-
de when he comes face to face with 
the number one in the world, who 

is also in the classification for To-
kyo, the Japanese Ryo Kiyuna, who 
snatched the leadership of the ran-
king from Quintero a few months 
ago.  

Although Damián knows he will 
walk away with a silver at the very 
least after a competition in which 
he has made no mistakes, he is de-
termined that nothing less than gold 

will do.  

The road to the final 
In the first round of Tuesday morning 
he beat Mexican Waldo Ramírez, and 
in the second Ali Sofoglu from Tur-
key, one of the most complicated ri-
vals he could meet. It was a real batt-
le for second or fourth place in the 
world ranking, which ended with 

another victory for Quintero.  
After that, he faced Colombian Da-

vid Contreras and, in the final batt-
le, Enzo Montarello from France. It 
didn’t matter who his rival was, the 
score was always the same: 5-0. This 
demonstrates that he is in good physi-
cal shape, and his exclusive prepara-
tion for this event over several months 
has paid off. He turned down all other 
chances to compete, because he is fo-
cusing single-mindedly on reaching 
the top of the podium.  

After easily winning these four 
earlier rounds, Quintero gained a pla-
ce in the semi-final, still determined 
not to lose a single point. An impres-
sive 5-0 against Venezuelan Antonio 
Díaz, currently number six in the 
world, was more than enough for him 
to classify.  

This is his first final at this event, 
and just one demanding duel faces 
him now. Nobody should expect to 
see him until then.“I’m shutting 
myself away from the world until all 
this is over, focusing on my being and 
what lies ahead; he is a very challen-
ging rival,” he says. “My strategy has 
been good so far, and now I need to 
concentrate. For these three days I 
need to be relaxed, but I also have to 
keep training.”

The unstoppable 
Damián Quintero 
fights for his first 
solo gold medal

Quintero dedicated his semi-final victory to his fans in Madrid. :: EFE
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Pau Torres gave the 
visitors an early lead 
before two goals in three 
minutes late in the second 
half turned the game on 
its head 

MALAGA. Malaga were knocked 
off the top of the Segunda table 
for the first time since August af-
ter suffering a 2-1 reversal against 
Osasuna at El Sadar on Saturday. 

Despite a relatively tranquil first 
half in which Pau Torres gave 
Malaga the lead, the game was 
turned on its head in the 75th min-
ute when Gustavo Blanco Leschuk 
received a second yellow card, a 
“clear turning point” for Malaga 
coach Juan Ramón Muñiz. 

“It’s a shame because we had the 
game under control. Until the send-
ing off, our players followed the 
game plan perfectly.” 

Muñiz’s side went ahead in the 
21st minute when defender Pau 
slid to connect with Dani Pacheco’s 
free kick from the left. 

But despite the setback of los-
ing Juanpi to injury, Malaga almost 
had a second goal courtesy of Ma-
madou Koné. The Senegalese for-

Malaga surrender top spot after 
incident-packed loss to Osasuna

Iván and match delegate Josemi try to encourage N’Diaye to leave the field after his sending off. :: AGENCIA LOF

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

Albacete - Gimnástic               2-0 
Reus - Lugo                                  0-0 
Numancia - Tenerife                2-0 
Osasuna - MALAGA                2-1 
Córdoba - Extremadura         4-2 
Las Palmas - Deportivo          1-1 
Cádiz - Elche                                5-1 
Oviedo - Mallorca                     1-1 
Almería - Sporting                    2-1 
Alcorcón - R. Majadahonda  2-0 
Zaragoza - Granada                 0-2

Cádiz - Reus  
Lugo - Alcorcón  
Extremadura - Osasuna  
Elche - Las Palmas  
Deportivo - Oviedo  
Granada - Numancia  
R. Majadahonda - Almería  
Sporting - MALAGA  
Mallorca - Córdoba  
Tenerife - Albacete  
Gimnástic - Zaragoza

1. Granada                   26     12       8       2      2    20      8 

2. MALAGA                25     12       8       1      3    15      8 

3. Alcorcón                  24     12       7       3      2    15      6 

4. Deportivo               23     12       6       5      1    19      9 

5. Albacete                  20     12       5       5      2    19    12 

6. Las Palmas             20     12       5       5      2    17    10 

7. Almería                    17     12       5       2      5    14    11 

8. Mallorca                  17     12       4       5      3    14    12 

9. Osasuna                   16     12       4       4      4    13    12 

10. Oviedo                 16     12       4       4      4    14    16 

11. Numancia            16     12       4       4      4    12    15 

12. Cádiz                     14     12       3       5      4    13    12 

13. Sporting              14     12       3       5      4    10      9 

14. Elche                     14     12       3       5      4    12    18 

15. Lugo                      13     12       3       4      5    11    13 

16. Reus                      13     12       3       4      5      9    13 

17. R. Majadahonda 13    12       4       1      7      9    17 

18. Tenerife               12     12       2       6      4    11    16 

19. Zaragoza             11     12       2       5      5    12    15 

20. Córdoba               11     12       2       5      5    15    24 

21. Extremadura         9     12       2       3      7    15    21 

22. Gimnástic              9     12       2       3      7      8    20

TEAM                                                               PT                  P              W           D               L            GF       GA
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Pau Torres celebrates giving Malaga the lead. :: AGENCIA LOF

Red cards for Blanco Leschuk and N’Diaye changed the course of the 
game and enabled the hosts to come back from a goal down to win

2-1 
OSASUNA-MALAGA 

 Osasuna:  Rubén; Lillo, Aridane (David Rodrí-
guez, 77’), Unai, Carlos Clerc; Kike Barja 
(Nacho Vidal, 64’), Roberto Torres, Fran Mé-
rida, Rubén García; Juan Villar, Brandon (Xis-
co, 64’). Unused substitutes: Luis Perea, Ima-
nol García, David García, Juan Pérez. 

 Malaga:  Munir; Iván, Luis Hernández, Pau 
Torres, Federico Ricca; Juanpi (Ontiveros, 
36’), N’Diaye, Adrián González, Dani Pacheco 
(Lombán, 73’); Koné (Héctor, 62’), Blanco 
Leschuk. Unused substitutes: Kieszek, Hicham, 
Lacen, Miguel Torres. 

 Goals:  0-1 Pau Torres (21’); 1-1 Juan Villar 
(80’), 2-1 Roberto Torres (83’). 

 Referee:  De la Fuente Ramos. Red cards for 
Blanco Leschuk (74’, second yellow), Xisco 
and N’Diaye (both 80’). Yellow cards for Juan 
Villar, Iván, Munir, Lombán, Ricca, Adrián 
and Ontiveros.
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ward, again deputising for Jack 
Harper whose injury has turned 
out to be worse than first thought, 
turned the defender on the corner 
of the penalty area with some 
quick footwork before chipping 
his effort over the keeper but wide 
of the far post. 

The start of the second half con-
tinued in much the same vein with 
the visitors managing the game, 
albeit not creating many chances. 

A chance fell to Osasuna striker 
Juan Villar when a long ball over 
the top bounced nicely in the pen-
alty area but the striker hit his shot 
straight at Munir who fumbled the 
ball into the air, fortunate that 
there was no one following in. 

However, the tide would truly 
turn just five minutes later when 
Blanco Leschuk received a surprise 
second yellow for a high arm when 
challenging for an aerial dual just 
inside his own half. 

Out of options 
Malaga, by this point with only 
substitute Héctor up top, were now 
struggling to get out of their own 
half with Muñiz already having 
gone to a back five when he 
brought on centre-back David 
Lombán for Pacheco. 

The equaliser didn’t take long 
to arrive; in the 80th minute Juan 
Villar shrugged off the attentions 
of Luis Hernández before heading 
home Rubén García’s free kick 
from close to the corner flag.  

This setback, though, cost 
Malaga in more than one way: it 
cost them another man, this time 
Alfred N’Diaye.  

Celebrations ended before they 
could begin as a fracas broke out 
among the players and resulted in 
both N’Diaye and Xisco also being 
sent off. 

Things went from bad to worse 
for Malaga three minutes later 

when Roberto Torres scored a spec-
tacular free kick from 25 yards out, 
getting the ball up and over the 
wall and into the top corner, round-
ing off a whirlwind ten-minute 
turnaround for the hosts. 

Nine-man Malaga endeavoured 
to find the equaliser but struggled 

to get enough men forward. They 
did, however, manage to create one 
last chance deep into five minutes 
of stoppage time when Luis 
Hernández’s long throw fell to 
Héctor whose close-range volley 
was deflected away off the de-
fender’s knee.

:: JAMES CHAPMAN 

Things don’t get any easier for 
Malaga with a trip to Asturias to 
take on familiar foe Sporting de 
Gijón. 

For many years, this would 
have been a top-flight fixture 
with this Sporting’s second sea-
son back in Segunda following 
relegation. 

In fact, Sporting finished run-
ners-up in La Liga in1979, third 
in 1980 and fourth in both 1985 
and 1987, placing them 15th in 
the all-time La Liga table. 

What’s more, the side from 
Gijón have also played in Euro-
pean competitions on six occa-
sions, but got no further than 
the last 16 in all of them. 

The Red and Whites came close 
to an immediate return to La Liga 
last season, dropping out at the 
playoff stages, but this year so far 
has proved to be a difficult one 

with Rubén Baraja’s men just 
picking up three wins so far. 

Their record at home is strong, 
however. Sporting are unbeaten 
at El Molinón, recording three 
wins and three draws.  

The stadium seats 29,000 and 
has been in use since 1908, mak-
ing it the oldest professional foot-
ball ground in Spain. 

Malaga visit on Sunday, looking 
to get back on track after taking 
just seven points from the last 15 
available. 

Kick off is at 6pm.

Up next

SPORTING (A)

SPORTING-MALAGA 
SUNDAY 6PM

N’Diaye also had his ban 
reduced to one game, but 
Muñiz still has some 
dilemmas ahead of 
Sunday’s trip to Gijón 

:: SERGIO CORTÉS / PEDRO 
LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. The selection headache 
for Malaga coach Juan Ramón Muñiz 
ahead of Sunday’s trip to Gijón to 
take on Sporting was eased some-
what on Wednesday by the news 
that forward Gustavo Blanco 
Leschuk’s second yellow card was 
rescinded following an appeal. 

The Argentinian will be available 
for selection, but not Alfred N’Diaye. 
His red card has not been rescinded, 
but his ban has been reduced from 
two games to one. This came after 
the Senegalese released a statement 
on Monday. He said: “I offer my 
apologies to everyone - the fans and 
to the children who were in the sta-
dium for my behaviour. It was a bad 
reaction to a rival player who was 

provoking us and had disrespected 
my teammate. All I can say is that 
I’m sorry because it was not a good 
example to set for others.” 

N’Diaye won’t travel to Gijón, but 
he will be available for the visit of 
Nàstic on Saturday 17 November 
having not been called up by his na-
tional team. 

It was not such good news for the 
other players who picked up their 
fifth yellow card of the season in 
Pamplona. Adrián, Federico Ricca 
and Javier Ontiveros are all sus-
pended, joining a growing list of pos-
sible absentees with Mamadou 
Koné, Jack Harper and Juanpi and 
Álex Mula all in the treatment room. 

What’s more, full-back Juankar 
has been ruled out for the season 
after undergoing surgery on his cru-
ciate ligaments. 

Right-back Cifu has returned to 
training and could be an option for 
Sunday, likewise youth team mid-
fielder Keidi Baré who is being tipped 
for a start in the absence of first-
choice holding midfielders Adrián 
and N’Diaye.

Blanco Leschuk will 
face Sporting after 
having ban lifted

:: MARINA RIVAS 

MALAGA. As they sit tenth in the 
Liga Iberdrola table, Malaga’s 
women’s team can be satisfied with 
their work so far having seemingly 
turned a corner since the start of 
the season. 

Antonio Contreras’ team now 
look comfortable in the top flight, 
as shown by their 2-1 victory on 
Sunday against Madrid CFF. 

It was a lacklustre performance 
in the first half, characterised by 
sloppy play in possession and in 
which the visitors went ahead 
courtesy of Laura del Río after 
María Ruiz lost possession. Despite 
this, though, Malaga quickly re-

gained their composure in the sec-
ond half and scored twice. 

The first came in the 47th min-
ute when Pamela Mascaró converted 
Leticia’s corner with conviction.  

After some quick thinking from 
the goal scorer, she then played in 
captain Adriana who bagged her 
first goal of the season with forty 
minutes still to play. 

Though Malaga were comfort-
able, anxiety levels in Coín were 
raised as the seconds ticked down 
with the referee seemingly forget-
ting to bring an end to stoppage 
time. 

League action returns in a week 
after the international break.

Femenino go into the 
international break with 
their work done

The players celebrate Adriana’s winning goal. :: GERMÁN POZO

:: PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. Works on the future 
Malaga CF sports complex in Ar-
raijanal are ongoing, but at a slower 
pace, the club has confirmed. 

A number of fans had noted that 
works seemed to be moving very 
slowly, leading construction com-
pany Bilba to admit that the pro-
ject had encountered problems due 
to the recent heavy rainfall. 

Construction work 
on Academy 
complex hits a snag 
but the club denies 
they have stopped

The state of works at present. :: ÑITO SALAS
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A LOOK AT LA LIGA

In Barcelona there is a quiet resto-
ration of a masterpiece.  In Madrid 
it is like a jigsaw that has been 
strewn across the floor and needs 
someone to piece it back together. 

Maybe too much has been writ-
ten about what is going wrong 
with Real Madrid in the post-Ron-
aldo/Zidane era and not 
enough has been ob-
served about how Bar-
celona are coping 
without Andrés Ini-
esta and temporar-
ily minus Messi. 

Ernesto Valverde 
doesn’t have the 
style of Pep Guar-
diola nor the brash-
ness of Luis Enrique but 
he is proving to be just as tal-
ented a manager.  His revolution 

has been a shrewd and silent one. 
When the team left the field at 

the San Siro this week it struck 
me just how much the team has 
been restored with minimum fuss 
and with an eye on the long-term 
future. 

The average age has dropped dra-
matically with the introduc-

tion of Arthur Melo (22), 
Clément Lenglet (23), 

Ousmane Dembélé 
(21), Malcolm (21) 
and Philippe Cout-
inho the senior sign-
ing at the age of 26. 

The team has 
been refreshed by a 
series of mainly sen-

sible signings who are craft-
ing a career at the Camp Nou.  

Ok, Ousmane Dembélé cost a size-

able 105 million euros and he’s yet 
to totally reach the expectations, 
but he is the exception. 

Arthur wasn’t fazed at taking on 
the number eight shirt of Andrés 
Iniesta and he plays the part mag-
nificently.  He’s slipped into the 
midfield orchestrator role and looks 
as though he could solve the seem-
ingly impossible conundrum of how 
to find the successor to Iniesta and 
Xavi.  He has the same DNA. 

Clément Lenglet belies his youth. 
Twenty-three is young for a central 
defender, especially when you have 
to dovetail with an institution like 
Gerard Piqué.  I believe the young 
France international has forced even 
Piqué to raise his game.  Samuel 
Umtiti will be a Barcelona centre-
back for years to come but Piqué 
hasn’t had any competition for his 
place in a decade.  Once Umtiti is 
fit again the manager will have cen-
tre-back options, a new luxury for 
him. 

Malcolm has required patience 
since signing from Bordeaux in the 
summer.  At the time of writing he’s 

been on the field just 114 minutes 
since the 41-million-euro invest-
ment.  This week he announced 
himself with a headline-capturing 
cameo at the San Siro. Within sec-
onds of being thrown on he con-
trolled the ball, swivelled his hips, 
threw the defenders and curled in 
the much-needed Barça goal. 

The Brazilian is getting a patient 
introduction that wasn’t afforded 
to Dembélé.  When a club spends 
over 100 million euros on a player 
they can’t drip feed him.  Dembélé 
has been judged very quickly, maybe 
too quickly.  He’s not exactly hit 

the ground running; he famously 
injured himself trying a trick.  The 
thing is that he has an incredible 
natural talent.  There are shades of 
Neymar who took a couple of sea-
sons to fully establish himself. 

Factor into the equation Cout-
inho who turned 26 in the summer 
and Nélson Semedo who is still 24 
and you can see the bigger picture 
painted by Valverde. 

While Real Madrid piece every-
thing back together he’s carefully 
replaced established stars with play-
ers of promise. Long-term planning 
is beginning to pay off! 

While Real Madrid struggle to piece 
everything back together, at Barcelona 
Valverde has carefully replaced established 
stars with players of promise

The quiet revolution

ROB PALMER

Arthur has taken on Iniesta’s number eight with no problems. :: EFE

ot 
b-

r-
ng 
i-

r-

de 
e 

ut
tal-

ma
tio

C
O
(2
an
in
in

sib
ing

Ernesto Valverde.  :: AFP

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

IN BRIEF

Davidovich crashes out 
of the Shenzhen 
Challenger in the semis 

MALAGA 
:: P. L. ALONSO. Local tennis star 
Alejandro Davidovich’s quest to win 
the Shenzhen Challenger came to 
a premature end on Saturday as he 
was defeated 5-7 4-6 in the semi fi-
nal by Slovenian Blaž Kavčič. 

This was the same opponent who 
had brought his pursuit of the Luiz-
hou Challenger to an end at the quar-
ter final stage a week previously. 

Despite this, Davidovich is ex-
pected to rise to at least 230th place 
in the ATP rankings when they are 
next published. 

Kavčič eventually lost to Serbian 
Miomir Kecmanović in the final in 
Shenzhen 2-6 6-2 3-6.

Regional inline hockey 
league gets under way 

FUENGIROLA 
:: SUR. The Andalusian inline hockey 
league started last Saturday in both 
Fuengirola and Chiclana simulta-
neously. All the three Fuengirola 
teams (Lions, Barona and Vikings) 
played in Fuengirola. 

The first game of the morning 
was an intense derby between Li-

ons and Barona, which ended up in 
Lions’ favour (8-3) with the result 
flattering, given the close nature of 
the game. 

Another derby was at 1pm be-
tween Lions and the new team Vi-
kings; this time Vikings took the 
three points home, winning 7-5. 

The remaining three games con-
tested by Fuengirola teams resulted 
in wins: Vikings- Malaga (14-4), Ba-
rona - Marbella (11-3) and Barona - 
Búhos Granada (7-1).

Vikings Fuengirola. :: SUR

:: OPTA 

SAN FERNANDO (CADIZ). Mar-
bella deserved a lot more from their 
trip to Cadiz on Sunday as they took 
on the division’s surprise package, 
San Fernando. But for a lack of con-
viction in attack and two errors at 

the back, Padilla’s side could have 
come away with a win. However, 
the reality is that Marbella occupy 
one of the relegation spots, having 
fallen to their sixth defeat of the 
season. 

The game started well for the 

Costa del Sol side , however, with 
Juanma missing his header from 
Peris’ cross in the third minute, be-
fore Jürgen passed up a clear chance 
of his own. 

San Bernardo keeper Rubén 
Gálvez’s gloves were kept warm in 
the 35th minute when he kept out 
Elías Pérez’s freekick at the second 
time of asking. 

The first half ended with the feel-
ing that all would be decided in the 
second 45, and so it proved. 

Just five minutes in and Marbella 
were behind. Diego Simón’s throw-
in was flicked on by Pau Franch  and 
a sleepy Marbella defender allowed  

Pedro Ríos to latch onto the ball and 
give his side the lead. 

Just five minutes later in an al-
most identical scenario, the former 
Getafe man doubled his tally, giv-
ing the visitors an enormous moun-
tain to climb. 

Marbella had their chances, 
though. They could have got a goal 
back in the 67th minute but Colo 
came to the rescue to clear off the 
line. A minute later an overhead kick 
from Elías Pérez couldn’t trouble a 
defence who have now not conceded 
in 390 minutes. 

Marbella receive Recreativo Hu-
elva on Sunday (4.30pm kickoff).

Two defensive errors 
condemn Marbella to yet 
another defeat

Mustafá under pressure. :: OPTA
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Estepona 

BENAHAVÍS Beautiful single level 
villa. 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms plus 
independent guest house. 330m2 
built, 1,233m2 plot. Pool, central 
location, close to San Pedro, Nueva 
Andalucía and Puerto Banús. 
925.000 Euros. 607716254 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

ALHAURIN de la Torre. 3 bed villa, 
pool, garage. 350,000 euros. Will 
look at apartment for part exchange. 
626.864.683 

GUADALMAR Come see, come sign! 
Unbeatable value for money. Front-
line to wonderful beach and prome-
nades. Well presented, 3 bedroom, 
2 bathroom, 1 study end of terrace. 
Large patio garden, large storeroom. 
New kitchen, bathrooms utility room 
and much more. Communal gardens 
and pool. Euros 340,000. Esme & 
Julia 629487762, 678457784 

Marbella 

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile) 
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

Mijas 

EL COTO 3 bed 2 bath apartment. 
139,000 euros. 626.864.683 

SIERREZUELA 4 bed villa, pool, 
parking. 395,000 euros. 
626.864.683 

NEAR Mijas Golf. Finca 200m2 build, 
3,000m2 plot, 10 mins drive to Fuen-
girola. 195,000 euros. 626.864.683 

BARGAIN! La Cala Golf Resort. Op-
posite the clubhouse. 3 bedroom 
townhouse, 121m2. Roof terrace. 
Furnished, fireplace, pool. Includes 
golf share. 259,000 Euros. 
607716254 

UNIQUE penthouse in Calahonda. 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 70m2 
roof terrace. Stunning sea views, 
pool, parking. Furnished, fireplace, 
store-room. 210,000 Euros. 
607716254 

Commercial 
Properties 

BUSINESS premises in Calahonda. 
Very busy location. Road level. 
100m2 on two levels. Was run as 
restaurant for over 20 years. Any 
other type of business also possi-
ble. 220.000 Euros. 607716254 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

PRIVATE serious: Looking to buy 
property in San Pedro Alcántara. 
g8grupo@yahoo.es 

SELLING your Property? Honest 
valuations. Maximum exposure and 
Free Energy Certificate. 15 years 
successfully selling property on the 
Costa. Email info@first4propertys-
pain.com or call 606526618. No 
sale. No fee guaranteed 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626.864.683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

VARIOUS rental properties avail-
able starting from 400 euros/ month, 
longterm. Benalmádena - Marbella. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Benlmadena, town-
house, short term, 7 months let, 3 
bed, 2 bath, furnished, parking, great 
sea views. 750 euros monthly. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Mirador del Carvajal, 
8 month lease only, 2 bed apart-
ment, 2 bath, furnished, parking, 
sea views. 625 euros 
monthly.Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

ARROYO de la Miel. 2 bedroom, 2 
bathroom furnished apartment. Air-
con, large terrace, 2 parking spaces, 
community pool and paddle courts. 
Long let 750 Euros. 649031716 

Fuengirola 

TORREBLANCA. 1 bedroom apart-
ment, 2.mins walking train, 5.mins 
beach, airconditioning, pool, ga-
rage. Not pets, references needed 
600.Euros. Long/let. 670630425 

CENTER 2 bedrooms apartment, 
2 bathrooms, big sunny terrace, 
semifurnished, 700. Euros 
long/let. References needed. 
670630425 

FUENGIROLA beach, beautiful 2 
bedrooms, parking, pool, 650 
euros/month. 679111522  

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN center, large 5 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 550 
euros/month.679111522 

ALOZAINA 3 bedroom country house 
with stables for horses. 646542795  

ALHAURIN Torre Grande. Apar-
tametns from 550 urban villas from 
1200, luxury rural properties. Esme, 
Julia. 629487762, 678457784 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

MARBELLA Banús, luxury 3 bed-
room apartment by Marina. Private 
garden. Pools, garage. Long-term 
let. Visit www.apartamentos-
banus.com reference "Garden". bra-
voelezovic@gmail.com 
34637439222 

CALAHONDA 3 bedroom, 2 bath-
room furnished penthouse. South 
facing. Underground parking. Close 
to amenities. Large terrace, com-
munal pools, views. Long let 950 
Euros. 649031716 

Mijas 
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Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 

LA CALA. Local 100 m2. Town cen-
tre. Second line beach. 646542795 

LA CALA 40m2 local within build-
ing. second line beach. 646542795 

OFFICE to let in Riviera del Sol, Mi-
jas Costa. 646542795 

ACCOMMODATION 

House / Flat Share 

WANTED 1 Room to rent, long-
term.Marbella or surrounding ar-
eas. International Business-Man. E-
mail: stunts.peter@gmail.com 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

SWIMMING pool heat pumps: Cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
EnviroCare SL. All areas covered. 
Full guarantee. Over 20 years on the 
coast. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS..ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers.info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

QUALITY staff? With over 5000 can-
didates and 400 new registrations 
monthly, we can help you hire and 
keep the best staff quickly and cost 
effectively. Find out how at www.job-
finderspain.com or call 951400234 

NEW JOB? At jobfinder Spain we 
meet with you, identify your key 
strengths, build you profile, then 
guide you through the selection and 
interview process for that perfect 
job!.Call 951400234 www.jobfind-
erspain.com 

WE ARE hiring Videogame Testers 
(all languages).  Tel. 952028080 
www.localsoftgames.com 

WANTED Housekeeper/ carer, 
Marbella. 669067057 

BLUE Real Estate is currently search-
ing for Sales Executives to work in 
and around the Marbella area. A full 
training package is provided and ex-
cellent incentives. Multilingual can-
didates are sought after. Please email 
hr@blue-square.com with your C V 

DESSANGE Paris, requires expe-
rienced multilingual colouring 
hair stylist. Tel 952813309 

CLEANER wanted for general house-
hold cleaning. Estepona area. 
634852211 

MARBELLACO.COM Due to many 
Scandinavian clients, we are look-
ing for a Swedish sales coordina-
tor/sales agent, high commission! 
and a Danish experienced sales co-
ordinator, fixed payment and high 
commission. Experience within the 
real estate business and a good 
knowledge of the Costa del Sol, is a 
must.We offer you a job within a suc-
cessful and professional team. Send 
application and CV marked ¿Swed-
ish/Danish¿ to ez@marbellaco.com 

CONSULAR Officer A2, Malaga 
(ESP18.667). British Consulate in 
Malaga.  The British Consular Net-
work in Spain is part of a world-wide 
network, representing British po-
litical, economic and consular in-
terests overseas and is now looking 
for a Consular Officer. The main pur-
pose of the job is to help provide re-
silience to our consular networks 
across Europe. We need dynamic,  
well-organised people with a pas-
sion for customer service to offer 
clear guidance and assistance to UK 
nationals as the UK leaves the EU. 
The role will cover many aspects of 
consular and the work that the Em-
bassy leads on. Candidates should 
note that the functions of these will 
need to adapt to shifting priorities 
and operational objectives. For more 
details about this challenging and 
rewarding position, visit our web-
site: FCO Local Staff vacancies web-
site. To filter the search for this va-
cancy, use the ¿Country /Territory¿ 
field on the left of the page and se-
lect the Spain 

NOW HIRING! Part time Adminis-
trative Assistant.Email: jobs@local-
soft.net  

SALES agent required for estab-
lished expanding Sign & printing 
company. Fuengirola & Calahonda 
areas. Sales experience preferred. 
OTE 2500 euros + per month. 
Please call 951295983 10 am to 
4 pm Mon-Fri. 

WE ARE looking for commercial 
sales people for an insurance agency 
in Marbella. Important: own car or 
motorbike, languages, minimum: 
Spanish, English. We are looking for 
people with a good work ethic, open 
minded and with a positive outlook. 
We offer an excellent financial pack-
age Tlf. 952 863 402 or email 
Vanessa@insurance-masters.com 

WANTED Do you like sports, mainly 
football, and would you like to work 
in close relationship with profes-
sional teams? Do you speak German 
and Spanish? Can you write and have 
your own car? If you are available 
from November, you have empathy 
and an easy handling, man or woman, 
then you are close to work with fig-
ures of world football! Send us your 
CV to recruiting@footballim-
pact.com 

DPi REAL Estate with Offices in 
La Cala and Estepona are looking 
for experienced sales profession-
als and telemarketers to join its 
existing successful team. Call us 
now or send your CV to find out 
why we are selling so many prop-
erties. Call 952806609 or CV to 
info@directpropertyinvest-
ments.com 
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Situations Wanted 

HUSBAND and wife cleaning team 
plus shopping and dog walking. Fuen-
girola area. 672547235 

SERVICES 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

WINDOW and door replacement. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 952917930/635913885 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

DO YOU need a handyman for all 
your odd jobs around the house? 
Ring Bill, 617594488 

Plumbers 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

ENGLISH Plumber and Heating tech-
nician, including wood and pellet 
stoves, 25 years experience phone 
Deon 685596003  

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

LIT ELECTRICIANS for all your elec-
trical work on the Costa del Sol. Call 
Craig 604106414 or Ben 
622911177 

QUALIFIED UK electrician. LED light-
ing, fault finding, fuse board up-
grade, extra sockets, surveys & re-
wires. Norman 602614359 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional painters & decorators. All 
aspects of interior & exterior work. 
Also kitchen/ furniture spraying. 
Call/ WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

FULLY qualified decorator, all as-
pects covered with over 25 years 
experience. Friendly/ efficient 
service. References available. All 
areas covered, Marbella to Gra-
nada. Contact Mark 653080455/ 
952034078. Facebook: m.wright 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

CLEAN reliable painter, decorator, 
plus wallpaper. Established 15yrs 
on Coast. No job too small!! Free 
quote. Stan 663424258 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

PAINTING exterior and interior deco-
ration. www.prontobuild.es 
618622272 

GERMAN Masterbuilder, tiling, 
painting, humidity problems, gen-
eral repairs. 677306774  

HOUSE or apartment. Inside and/or 
outside. We do all efficiently, cleanly 
and reasonably. Please call 
607693536 for a free estimate 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. www.mas-
terbuildspain.com info@master-
buildspain.com 952663141/ 
670409759. All areas covered. Es-
tablished on the Costa Del Sol for 
over 20 years 

GERMAN carpenter, 30 years expe-
rience. All kind of wood work. Cus-
tom works and designed. 
647089702 

CARPENTER Doors, Wardrobes, 
Kitchens, Flooring, Renovations, 
13yrs Marbella, 666269751 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Boilers 

WATER heaters: Gas or electric. Over 
20 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 952663141/ 
670409759 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 
WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 36 years expe-
rience 

Bathrooms 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding, laying, sell-
ing marble. Clean, seal terraces. 
25 years experience. Cover all 
Costa. Tel: 0034-671244683 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952 667 559  

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

ENGLISH 24/7 Locksmith/Safe 
Engineers. Established 2004. Call 
Daren or Mick 952660233-
667668673-636770865 www.se-
curityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

SOLAR Domestic Hot Water Sys-
tems: Quality installations. Over 20 
years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 952663141/ 
670409759 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR CONDITIONING. Quality in-
stallations, repairs and servicing. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Envi-
roCare SL. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the 
Costa Del Sol 952663141/ 
670409759 

FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves: 
info@envirocarespain.com  www.en-
virocarespain.com. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del 
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141/ 
670409759 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611569282 

WINDOW cleaner, professional 
and reliable. Affordable prices. 
Call Chris 603630049 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
629769136 www.windowcleaning-
donjose.com 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com   
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CATERING for all occasions. Menus 
to suit all tastes and budgets: BBQs, 
finger food, formal, Christmas and 
corporate events, parties and anni-
versaries, children´s parties. Can 
also provide tables, chairs, waiters, 
entertainment. Please contact 
Heather on 657 214831 or email on 
info@fiestasol.com 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

WELL educated retired gentleman 
owns own property Fuengirola area. 
Looking for an attractive lady 65+ 
for real company not interested in 
money just warmth and genuine-
ness. This is a real ad. 656373614 
NO implications 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE! www.yarzalawyers.com 
0034.619.930.052 

Accountants 

UK CHARTERED Accountant. Pro-
viding UK tax and accounting serv-
ices. Jonathan Porter FCA 
678451788, jonathanp@aims.co.uk 

NEW SERVICE for non-resident 
property owners. File your yearly 
tax return (form 210) online from 
the comfort of your home 
www.taxesinspain.com 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Insurance 

Detectives 

PRIVATE investigator, debt collec-
tion, legal help, discreet and pro-
fessional. 697834934 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see 
if you can SAVE MONEY or better 
your terms by changing Spanish lend-
ers. Do you have an old interest only 
mortgage which needs to be refi-
nanced? Contact Marc  952853647, 
melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com or visit www.fluentfi-
nanceabroad.com 

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to raise funds against your 
home in Spain for property reforms, 
debt consolidation, liquidity pur-
poses or Self Build finance? We have 
alternatives to high street Banks 
which offer bespoke solutions! Call 
us or visit www.fluentfinance-
abroad.com for more information. 
+ 34 952961952 or email info@flu-
entfinanceabroad.com. Visit our San 
Pedro office 

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

VENDING machine business.net 
40,000 euros cash per year. Full sup-
port . Work one day per week. Sell 
59,900 euros. 697834934 

BUSINESS partner and investor 
wanted to open a tattoo removal, 
skin care and micropigmentation 
clinic in Puerto Banus, using the best 
technology. The initial investment 
will be recovered in the first year. 
Success guaranteed and low risk. 
+34629738028 premiumtransla-
tiongroup@gmail.com 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 
MAN & VAN Big/ small removals, 
clearances. 100% reliable. Ikea col-
lection/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK and Ire-
land. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK NOV 16TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

MAN WITH big van, removals, 20 
Euros/ hour. Also house clearance. 
Ikea runs. 609321958 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

VANMOVES. Small removals, clear-
ances, Ikea collections, 20eur./ 
hourly. Experienced. 603257612 

MAN/ VAN Services. Removals. 
Transport. Deliveries, collections, 
and rubbish clearances from 25 
Euros. Extra help available. Steve 
602813062 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 
removals. Steve 722306194 

MY LIBRARY OF ENGLISH BOOKS 
MUST GO. I HAVE ASSORTED BOOKS 
APPROX 350/400 ALL AT 30 EUROS. 
BUYER TO COLLECT. TEL: 
952706563 

FOR SALE 3 cream leather sofás, 1 
coffee table, 1 rectangular dining 
table & 6 chairs. Also bedroom fur-
niture, freezer, curtains, lamps, etc. 
Tel:952831127, Mob: 
00447779420117 or email p.lark-
man@sky.com mailto:p.lark-
man@sky.com 

THE CONSULATE General of The 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Málaga 
offers furniture for sale. For more 
information please contact us on: 
+34 952 310 358 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

RANGE Rover Evoque 2.2L, eD4, 
150cv, 4x2, 2014, pure, manuel, 5 
doors, White, Black roof, dark tints, 
clear view pack, only 43,000km, 
immaculate, new low price 23,000 
Euros. All offers, must sell! 
609547483 

MUSTANG 350GT. 4.6. 2008. Only 
17000mls. LHD. Met Apple Red. 
Black leather. Black wheels. Shaker 
speakers. Newly installed Alpine sys-
tem. Unique UK reg. plates. MOT'd. 
Taxed. Serviced. In Spain now. Ster-
ling Pounds 25,000. Suit UK non res. 
Photos available. Immaculate fu-
ture classic. Phone/txt Milan on 
00447341838172 

FOR SALE Sale Volvo S80 -99 Auto 
, Spanish plates 127000 km:s newly 
serviced, ITV, good condition, Price 
2100 euros, Benalmadena Costa Jan 
+ 46 70 6408138 or e-mail jan.lund-
berg@roxystorband.se 

CHEVROLET Corvette, blue, as new. 
2004. Interior leather. 40,000 kms. 
Petrol. 28,000 eur. ONO 619964997 

ROBERTSON CARS... See quality 
low kms. Expat pre-owned cars 
with photos in detail on web page 
www.robertsoncars-spain.com. 
Phone Samantha 952832173 - 
608658785 
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Repairs 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CAR REGISTRATION registration 
hassle free. Don't drive illegally. Ask 
specialists before buying & regis-
tering to save tax. More info 
www.meexpress.net 952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 
WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

PUERTO Banus 8m mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

RESTAURANTS 
PERSONAL Chef. Fancy a break-
fast, brunch, lunch or dinner with 
friends and family in your own 
home? 602002032 www.flory-
valpersonalchef.com Marbella / 
Málaga 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

GENTLEMAN gourmet seeks a de-
licious exclusive dessert... an at-
tractive healthy discerning inde-
pendent lady 50-75 with a penchant 
for her carnal pleasures. cunnilin-
gus4u@yahoo.co.uk 

TALL profesional man would like to 
meet a dominant woman  - dav-
ers@gmx.co.uk 

LADIES Shy? Lonely? Enjoy a visit 
from mature English gentleman for 
tea, chat, or whatever. Text name & 
number to 631501005 for details 
and a return call 

DISCERNING dissolute gentleman 
seeks another 55-75 who is domi-
nant healthy virile and needs a pas-
sive /submissive with a penchant 
for the unmentionable your venue, 
coastal or inland. outrefun1@ya-
hoo.co.uk  

ITALIAN bachelor 60, attractive. 
Living alone. Fuengirola. Speak vari-
ous languages. WLTM attractive, af-
fectionate woman. Whatsapp 
606763000 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

CLASSIC full body massage. Relaxa-
tion, Anti-Stress therapy, Lomi-Lomi. 
Fuengirola. 600231544 

TAKE a break.. Enjoy the benefits 
of relaxing massages. 623156610 

RELIEVING massages to release 
tension and other stresses by quali-
fied masseuse, working independ-
ently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

BENALMADENA: Professional 
massage, lumbar, back, clay, 
chocolate. From 30E. 608181791. 
beaprinc.wixsite.com/zen-
realmmassage 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse, anti 
stress, relaxing, therapeutic hot 
stones. Torrox Costa. 643123977 

CHINESE woman, professional mas-
sage. Benalmádena. Visits. Appoint-
ments. Whatsapp 602898140 

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. 622231133 

MATURE male for Naturist /Sports 
massage. I live A.E.G or mobile. 
WhatsApp 693710522, 
07963134523, mizpha-
man@gmail.com 

MASSAGES prostate massage ti-
tled, therapeutic, relax, deep tis-
sue. Only departures. From 10 to 
20. 642145532 

MARBELLA titled chiropractor and 
massage therapeutic. Chinese tech-
niques. Portable massage beds. 
Monik 686740661 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard +447813944146 

Hairdressers 

HAIRDRESSER speak English & 
Spanish. Does pedicure, manicure 
and Reflexology. 7 days a week. 
673388343 

Others 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

IPTV 2300+ channels from UK and 
16 other countries, 48 hour trials 
available... Full details 
www.pjsat.tv/iptv or 672836621 
(mobile/ whatsapp) 

BBC 1/2 full pack no internet no 
contract just need 80cm dish one 
off pay full full sky pack IPTV inter-
net and all europeens channels no 
dish no contract paye as you go best 
IPTV in the marcket/ satélite real-
ligment internet wifi inprouvement 
all type leed lcd tv repairs/ power 
failure electrical rewiring video se-
curity camera . all coast corerage 
full furanteed José Sotto Since 1973. 
952 443 838. 670 44 38 38 Email 
josesotto@ono.com 

GOLF 
GOLF share Los Naranjos. 17,000 
euros or nearest offer. Tel: 
609594636 

PING Zing ii graphite 1 to 9 irons +3 
woods +greatest big bertha +bag 
and extras like new: 500 euros. No 
offers. Tel. 629482670  

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. info@daytona.es 
or call 952667395 Los Boliches 

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

PC DOCTOR: Professional PC, lap-
top, mobile device repairs, hosting 
and web/cloud services. Call now 
on 952 591 071/ 902 007 202 

Websites 

WEBSITES New builds, Manage-
ment, Upgrades, Hosting, Problem 
solutions. Robert. 637517551 

CLASSES 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

SPANISH lessons. Native, quali-
fied & experienced teacher. New 
easy and effective method. Also 
tutoring for students. All the coast 
and inland covered. 678997388 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method: simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents 617879834 

BECOME an accredited professional 
TEFL English teacher: www.thetefl-
centre.com info@theteflcentre.com 
639196855 

CUSTOMIZE your Spanish lessons 
to your needs. Teacher with more 
than 10 years of experience in the 
East of Málaga. 678295589 

ARTISTIC painting classes all types. 
619930738 Cyrus 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES  German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated,microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 

Grande. Holiday accommodation 

for dogs & cats. Individually 

heated/aircon kennels. 

952112284/ 685400216 

www.petcarespain.com Follow 

us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-

tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-

proved, safe, secure and loving en-

vironment. Large kennels & play ar-

eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 

welcome. www.eurodog.es 

952464947 -679786669  

Pet Transport 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 

Others 

ELVIS needs a new home. Adorable 
7+ years old Blue Burmese-type neu-
tred tomcat. Cannot take to UK. Call 
Chris 626 960436 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. 1920s 2. 1930s  
3. 1940s 4. 1950s

Which decade was Marilyn 
Monroe born in?

1. TV episodes 2. Genetic 
material 3. Knowledge 4. 
surgical incisions

Of what is epistemology the 
study?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11320

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

An entertaining holiday in the past 

reminds you of what fun was had. Could 

it be a possibility to do it again? It is 

worth looking into the possibilities.     

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Sometimes it seems that you have lost 

your sense of fun. Silliness can be part 

of a balanced life, you know. Use some 

of that magical sense of fun to charm a 

friend into joining you for a trip out.                                                                                                               

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Travel brings excitement. However, 

your attention is taken midweek by the 

problems of a relative. It does seem that 

this cannot wait.   

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

This week you could take the plunge 

and join a team effort. This could be for 

a charity or a sport but is sure to bring 

laughter and a new experience.   

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Although you start the week feeling a 

bit depleted, after a few days your 

energy returns. A mystery is solved 

involving a friend and time lost.   

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Are you thinking of changing your 

appearance? Maybe just a healthy glow 

is what you are missing. Getting out and 

about in this crisp autumn weather 

could be just the tonic that you need.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

This is a really good week to get 

outdoors and look for that special 

someone. Perhaps a cat or dog may be 

preferable? Somewhere there is a pet 

who would love you to look after it.   

 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Any unsuccessful forays into love and 

romance should not be allowed to put 

you off the idea. Not everyone finds a 

soulmate right away.         

 

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

A caring attitude leads you to where you 

should be. Being picky about who you 

spend your time with is fine but don’t 

rule out someone because you haven’t 

met anyone like them before.  

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

You expect so much of people that 

sometimes they are sure to let you 

down. Remember that throwaway 

comments are just that. Meant to be 

thrown away! Look for the good side.  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Spending too much time on your own 

may make you lose a balanced picture. 

Do you realise how much others enjoy 

your company? Probably not as you are 

naturally modest.     

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Send out an invitation for next week 

based on a good feeling about someone 

new. Your instincts are likely to be spot 

on. Making an effort with someone this 

week could lead to a long friendship. 

9 5 3 7

4 2 9 8 1 3

8 4

6 2 3 8

7 5 1 2

8 6

9 1 8 6

7 9 1 4 8

2 7

 Across  Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruisers  

Submarines

Destroyers
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down

WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Mdi

Answer : 1920s 

Of interest: Marilyn Monroe 

(Norma Jeane Mortenson then 

Norma Jean Baker) was born in Los 

Angeles on June 1, 1962.   

 

Answer : Knowledge 

Of interest: Epistemology is the 

study of the nature of knowledge, 

justification, and the rationality of 

belief.

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is L.  
Ladybird, Greenfly, 
Silkworm, all insects.

The mill on the roundabout

Language Crossword

Last week:  
Miguel de Molina    

The sculpture featuring the smiling 

face of singer Miguel de Molina 

(known as the King of Copla) is found 

on the roundabout in the Capuchinos 

area of Malaga. He was born in a street 

nearby in 1908 and died in Buenas 

Aires in 1993. 

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

MSC Fantasia              09/11             Cartagena         Casblanca              07.00            18.00 

Seabourn Odyssey    09/11             Barcelona           Tangier                08.00            18.00 

Aegean Odyssey        10/11                Trapani               Sevilla                 07.00            23.00 

Queen Victoria           10/11                  Cadiz             Cartagena              08.00            18.00 

Horizon                        11/11                Tangier          Casablanca             09.00            18.00 

Zenith                           12/11                      -                    Funchal                08.00            16.00 

Star Breeze                 14/11                      -                          -                      08.00            22.00 

Seven Seas Voyager  14/11             Cartagena           Funchal                08.00            17.00 

Costa Favolosa           14/11                      -                          -                      09.00            19.00 

Riviera                          15/11                Huelva              Alicante                08.00            18.00 

Horizon                        15/11                Tangier           Cartagena              09.00            18.00  

Costa Pacifica             16/11               Funchal        Civitavecchia           08.00            13.00 
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:: ANTONIO J. GUERRERO 

ANTEQUERA. It is already known 
as the ‘town of churches’, ‘town of El 
Torcal’ and, recently, the home of the  
Dolmens World Heritage Site, but 
Antequera has now become a Play-
mobil town as well. Playmobil, those  
little models known as ‘klickys’ will 
bring back fond memories to the par-
ents of today, which they would un-
doubtedly love to share with their 
own children. And so they are in luck: 
for several more weeks, displays con-
taining these little figures can be seen 
in ten different places in Antequera.  

This was the idea of local business-
man Juan Trujillo, and has been or-
ganised byAlberto Arana, the head of 
the Aventura Solidaria association. 
The aim is that the entrance money 
will be used to carry out social pro-
jects in the town. That can be achieved 
if enough people come (and it 
shouldn’t be a problem, because the 
last exhibition in 2013 was visited by 
33,759 people), and thanks are due 

to Antequera council, the Unicaja 
Foundation, Serainant and Audiolis, 
who have paid 80 per cent of the set-
up costs for the exhibition.  

For four euros, Playmobil enthu-
siasts can visit three churches which 
are participating in the first ‘Ciudad 
de Antequera’ Playmobil competi-
tion with large dioramas. From Mon-
day to Friday between 4pm and 8pm, 
and weekends and public holidays 

from 10am to 2pm, except 24 and 31 
December, visitors can take a trip 
from prehistory to the present day 
through the different displays, and 
take home one of the 11 special dolls 
which have been made of local per-
sonalities such as Acilia Plecusa in the 
Roman era, the Infante Don Fernando 
‘El de Antequera’, writer Cristobalina 
Fernández and hero of the War of In-
dependence ‘El Capitán Moreno’. The 

ticket also 
gives entry to 
the Antequera 
Museum at the 
same times.  

In churches 

The San Francisco, 
Santa Clara and 
San Juan de Dios 
churches are 

housing the displays, which include 
themes such as ‘Embarking on the 
Titanic’, ‘Return to Virieky, ‘The Cold 
War’, ‘Jurassic Island’, ‘Man and Na-
ture’, ‘Colorado Woods’, ‘A day in the 
Graussen villa’, ‘Mission Mali’ and 
‘Antequera and Capitán Moreno’. In 
addition, on the ground floor of the 
museum there are several recreations 
from the time of the dolmens to the 
Roman period, including a replica of 
Acilia Plecusa’s tomb and a compo-
sition of Hispania.   

There is also free entry to a recrea-
tion of the Battle of Flanders at the 

Tourist Office in Calle Encarnación, 
and a reproduction of the 

Menga dolmen in the 
reception centre at 

the archaeologi-
cal complex, 

among other 
displays. 

T h e  
t o w n ’ s  
m a y o r ,  
M a n u e l  

Barón, says 
this is a great 

way  to see some 
of the town’s in-

teresting build-
ings as well as a 
trip into the 
Playmobil past. 

Antequera wants to be a Playmobil town

Ten venues are 
displaying miniature 
scenes until 6 January 
as a way of raising 
funds for social 
initiatives

Three churches in the town house the displays. :: A. J. GUERRERO
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The exhibitions feature history 
and local characters. :: A. J. G.


