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The Andalusian authority has said 
it is prepared to provide rapid Co-
vid-19 screening at Malaga Air-
port in a bid to encourage govern-
ments to open up safe travel cor-
ridors with vital countries for the 
tourism industry such as the UK. 
Andalusian president, Juanma 
Moreno, said that this was now 
possible thanks to new tests the 

authorities have started to use in 
areas with high infection rates. In 
Villanueva de la Concepción and 
Sierra de Yeguas, both in Malaga 
province, 604 residents were 
tested on Thursday. Meanwhile 
the regional authority has said 
private gatherings should be lim-
ited to six people to help prevent 
the spread of the virus.   P2&3

Regional authority prepared to give British 
tourists rapid Covid tests at Malaga Airport

The president of the Junta de Andalucía 
wants safe travel corridors to be set up 
with the UK to refloat tourism

Marbella   has been the capital of art and interior 
design this week with the joint Marbella Design and 
Art Marbella show. The pandemic has meant an 
absence of international galleries this year but the 
two events merged to create a unique event. P23

Art and design,  
all under one roof 
in joint show

Malaga’s new-look 
squad almost complete 
as eight players are 
made redundant and 
four new players arrive

With deadline day approaching, 
Malaga moved towards balancing 
the books this week by getting eight 
players off the wage bill as part of 
its ERE redundancy plan. Juanpi 
(pictured), Dani Pacheco and Luis 
Hernández are among players who 
will leave in the same week the club 
completed its 13th signing of the 
window. P39

Ten years with no 
progress: the extension 
of the Costa del Sol 
Hospital remains 
incomplete P6

  SALVADOR SALAS

  GABRIELA BERNER
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The 14-day case 
notification rate per 
100,000 inhabitants was 
167 in Andalucía, 157 in 
Malaga province, 284 in 
Spain and 735 in Madrid 
on Thursday  

SUR
 

MALAGA. The regional government 
in Andalucía has given details this 
week of new steps to help curb the 
spread of this second wave of the 
coronavirus. 

These include limiting gath-
erings of family and friends to 
six people (previously there was 
a recommendation of no more 
than ten people together), except 
for members of the same house-
hold. Bars and restaurants can 
keep the ten person limit for the 
moment. 

The regional minister for Health, 
Jesús Aguirre, said on Tuesday that 
80% of all cases of infection with 
Covid-19 are traced back to pri-
vate gatherings. 

For the time being the limit of 
six people is a “recommendation”, 
although Aguirre said that the 
authority was studying how this 
can be made an obligation from a 
legal point of view. 

Mass testing 

Further measures introduced in 

Andalucía this week include the 
mass testing of residents in towns 
and villages with contagion fig-
ures of more than 500 per 
100,000 inhabitants over a 14-
day period.  

The screening, with rapid an-
tigen tests, began on Thursday 
and initially affects eleven mu-
nicipalities: Sierra de Yeguas 
and Villanueva de la Concepción 

in the province of Malaga; Pulpí 
(Almeria); Almodóvar del Río 
(Cordoba); Jamilena, Los Villares 
and Linares (Jaén); and La Cam-
pana, Villaverde del Río, Arahal 
and Paradas (Seville). 

In Villanueva de la Concepción 
and Sierra de Yeguas 604 local resi-
dents, selected randomly, were 
called on Thursday morning to be 
tested. 

“I think it’s good; they should 
have done it a long time ago,” said 
María, a resident of Villanueva de 
la Concepción. 

“Better than others” 
The region of Andalucía was re-
sisting the pandemic “better than 
others” said regional government 
spokesperson Elías Bendodo on 
Tuesday when the measures were 

announced.  
According to figures released 

on Thursday, the 14-day Covid-19 
case notification rate per 100,000 
inhabitants for the region of An-
dalucía as a whole was 167.3, still 
a long way off the 500 limit set by 
the government to trigger further 
action. 

The rate for Malaga province 
was even lower: 157.2 cases per 
100,000 over 14 days. Marbella’s 
infection rate is higher than the 
provincial average (260 per 
100,000 on Thursday), as are those 
of other major Costa resorts such 
as Fuengirola (174.3), 
Benalmádena (190.8) and Mijas 
(171.6). Estepona registered a rate 
of 155.2 cases per 100,000 inhabi-
tants on Thursday, Nerja 137, Tor-
remolinos 132 and Malaga city 124. 

In comparison, the figure for 
Spain as a whole on Thursday was 
just over 284 cases per 100,000 
inhabitants.  

In the region of Madrid, how-
ever, where further restrictions are 
being introduced, the rate was at 
735. 

“[In Andalucía] we have to get 
ahead and to that end we have to 
take new measures of control so 
that the incidence remains lower 
than the rest of Spain,” said Ben-
dodo on Tuesday. 

New cases 

In terms of the volume of new 
cases, the latest daily Covid-19 

Andalucía brings in mass testing in Covid 
hotspots and limits gatherings to six people

A resident is tested for coronavirus in Villanueva de la Concepción.  SALVADOR SALAS

Andalucía was among the 
regions that voted 
against the central 
government’s measure, 
which targets towns with 
100,000 people 

SUR 

MADRID. The regional govern-
ment in Madrid was this week 
given 48 hours from Wednes-
day to put in place new tougher 
restrictions in the capital and 
surrounding area, imposed by 
central government. 

The move comes amid the in-
creasing bitterness between 
ministers and the opposition-
controlled regional authority.  
This week, their disagreements 
have spread an argument over 
how far to go with lockdown re-

strictions in the capital to other 
regional governments.    

By the middle of this week, 
over 40 per cent of new Covid-
19 cases were being reported in 
Madrid with over 700 cases per 
100,000. 

After last week’s signs of 
closer alignment, central gov-
ernment came out against the 
regional government last Friday 
as the Madrid region extended 
a partial confinement to just a 
total of 37 local, health centre 
districts. 

National Health minister, Sal-
vador Illa, did not hide his frus-
tration that Madrid had not gone 
further and called a rival press 
conference.  

On Wednesday this week, cen-
tral government convened all 
the regional governments’ 
Health ministers to agree 

tougher national restrictions for 
larger towns with 100,000 peo-
ple and more than 500 Covid-
19 cases in the previous 14 days 
per 100,000 inhabitants. The 
move was seen as an attempt by 
central government to herd Ma-
drid into acting tougher through 
an agreed national pact.  

Although five regional govern-
ments rejected the centralised 
initiative in a vote on Wednes-
day, including Andalucía, Cata-
lonia and Madrid,  ministers 
made clear that the new national 
guidelines would be for every-
one to follow. Some regions, in-
cluding Andalucía have cast 
doubt on the legality of the moves 
without a new state of alarm.  

 The measures are due to 
come into force tonight (Friday, 
1 October) in Madrid city and 
nine surrounding towns.  

Among other restrictions, en-
tering and leaving a municipal-
ity is prohibited where there are 
over 500 cases per 100,000 in 
the last 14 days and where PCR 
tests are giving a positive result 
in more than 10 per cent of 
cases. Emergency hospital beds 

will also have to be  more than 
35 per cent occupied for the re-
strictions to kick in.  

The Madrid region has said it 
will obey the orders but that it will 
begin court action. No Andalucía 
towns are expected to fall under 
the new conditions.

Madrid given until tonight to 
bring in tighter lockdown rules

A couple leave a health centre in Madrid.  EP
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figures released on Thursday 
showed an increase of 1,303 
new cases in the region of An-
dalucía (232 more than 
Wednesday) and 19 new 
deaths in 24 hours (two down 
on he previous day). Of these 
new cases, the highest num-
ber (307) were in the prov-
ince of Seville. 

In the province of Malaga, 
129 new cases of infection 
(those diagnosed by PCR lab 
tests) were reported on Thurs-
day (up 18 on Wednesday’s 
figure) and five more deaths. 
This is line with the trend 
noted during the month of 
September, when a total of 77 
people died with coronavirus 
in Malaga province. 

Thursday’s figures showed 
a reduction in the number of 
patients in hospital around 
Malaga province with Covid-
19, from 204 to 191, while the 
patients in intensive care went 
up from 29 to 30. 

The regional health author-
ity did publish on Wednesday 
a series of harsher restrictions 
that could be put in place if 
the situation in a specific town 
or health district so required. 
These involve reducing the ca-
pacity and opening hours of 
bars and restaurants and clos-
ing playgrounds, but this week 
they were only applied to the 
town of Casariche in Seville 
province.

Regional president 
Juanma Moreno has said 
that he will propose new 
safe travel corridors with 
the UK and that the Junta 
is prepared to test visitors 
on arrival and departure 

MARÍA DOLORES TORTOSA 

SEVILLE. The president of the 
Junta de Andalucía, Juanma Mo-
reno, has said that his govern-
ment is prepared to provide 
rapid Covid-19 tests at Malaga 
Airport in a bid to refloat the 
tourism industry. 

Faced with the summer’s plum-
meting international tourism fig-
ures, especially affected by the 
quarantine period brought in by 
the United Kingdom, Moreno has 
said that he will propose that the 
central government open safe 
travel corridors with the UK, with  
airport testing in place. 

“The Junta de Andalucía is pre-
pared to take on the technicali-
ties of all the tests that need to be 
done on arrival or departure from 
the Costa del Sol at Malaga Air-

port, even though it’s not our re-
sponsibility; and in addition we’re 
prepared to provide all the health 
professionals necessary to guar-
antee exhaustive controls,” said 
Moreno on Thursday night in an 
interview with SUR’s editor-in-
chief Manuel Castillo on 101TV. 

The president explained that 
there would not be a problem of 
a shortage of health workers and 
that the creation of safe travel cor-

ridors is possible now, when it 
wasn’t in the summer. This, he 
said, is because of the new rapid 
test kits that the Junta has ac-
quired, which are as reliable as 
a PCR lab test, give a result in 20 
minutes. 

So a British tourist would ar-
rive at the airport and have a cof-
fee while waiting for the test re-
sult, before carrying on with their 
holiday, he said. 

Moreno added that his govern-
ment was also prepared to test 
tourists before they returned to 
their home country. 

“I’m convinced that if we make 
an effort between us - Aena, the 
State and the Junta de Andalucía 
- we can start to efficiently estab-
lish safety in airports.” 

He added that these new rapid 
tests, which are 99% reliable, 
would be a “revolution”. 

The regional authority has al-
ready bought two million tests of 
this type, and these are currently 
being used in the mass screen-
ing sessions taking place in ar-
eas most affected by Covid. 

He also said that the same con-
trol system could be applied to 
shows and cultural events, which 

would mean larger audiences 
would be permitted.  

This test could breathe life back 
into the cultural sector, he said, 
although for this proposal he 
called for private firms to help 
foot the bill. 

Junta prepared to provide rapid tests at 
Malaga Airport to help revive tourism

Insurance for tourists 
caught by Covid  
while on holiday 

The vice-president of the 
Junta de Andalucía, Juan 
Marín, announced on Thurs-
day that from 1 January, for-
eign tourists arriving in the 
region from the principal 
European countries of origin 
will have a special coronvirus 
insurance provided by the 
authority. This, he said, would 
cover all the expenses result-
ing from a Covid-19 infection 
or self-isolation obligation. 
This will be a new tool to en-
courage international demand 
at a time that he admitted was 
“delicate and complicated for 
tourism”.

Juanma Moreno.  SUR
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FUENGIROLA 

Man throws heavy native 
figurine at police who 
had come to arrest him 

J. CANO.  A 36-year-old man was 
arrested last Friday after police 
responded to calls that he had 
threatened to kill a neighbour 
with whom he was allegedly 
obsessed, as well as throwing 
objects out of the window of 
his fourth-floor flat and walk-
ing the streets shirtless while 
carrying a knife. 

When the police arrived, the in-
dividual stood on his balcony, 
shouting various insults at the of-
ficers before throwing a figurine 
of a Cherokee native American at 

them. The 40cm-tall figurine,  
weighing more than three ki-
los, landed on the roof of one 
of the patrol vehicles. 

When officers were able to 
arrest him at last, they found 
he had two pairs of scissors 
hidden in his pockets. The 

man also required medical 
treatment after he started 

to headbutt the floor.

MARBELLA 

Police break up jet bike 
drug transporter gang 

F. TORRES.  Six people have been 
arrested and 440 kilos of hash-
ish and three jet bikes have been 
seized after police successfully 
dismantled a gang which made 
use of these aquatic vehicles to 
move drugs from the main 
transporting boat (normally 
from Morocco) to the coast. 

Police were alerted at around 
8pm last Thursday to a number 
of these vehicles operating in a 
suspicious fashion around 
Puerto Banús.

FUENGIROLA 

Police chief’s car stolen by 
man freed the day before 

J. C.  A repeat offender well know 
by police was arrested again in 
Fuengirola, just a day after being 
released, after he allegedly stole 
the personal car of the town’s po-
lice chief. The car was stolen from 
the owner’s driveway as he un-
loaded shopping. There was a 
struggle between the pair as he 
tried to flee the scene but he man-
aged to get away before a long 
chase through town. After a crash 
involving two police cars he fled 
on foot before being arrested later.Aerial surveillance was used.  SUR

112 REPORTS

Officers spotted the 
victims on the street in 
Malaga city and arrested 
three people allegedly 
involved 

J. CANO / ÁLVARO FRÍAS 

MALAGA. Police are investigating 
after two men from Cordoba, aged 
23 and 27, were allegedly kid-
napped and tortured and asked 
for 12,000 euros in order to be 
released. That is the story that 
the men told police officers who 
found them bleeding from the 
head and with cuts on their arms 
and legs in the Ciudad Jardín area 
of Malaga city early on Saturday 
morning. 

The men told the officers that 
they had come to Malaga to buy 
hashish pollen. They agreed to 
meet the other party at a specific 
location in the city, then were 
asked to follow them to a house 
located elsewhere. When they ar-

rived they were allegedly kid-
napped and brought into the 
house at gunpoint. There were 
several other people inside who 
tied them up and started tortur-
ing them. One apparently hit one 
of the young men on the head 
with a revolver and accidentally 
fired a shot without injuring any-
one. They were also attacked by 
an aggressive dog, according to 
their version of events. The al-
leged victims reported that they 
threatened to kill them if they 
didn’t pay 12,000 euros. 

In the end, the two men were 
able to flee the building, taking 
advantage of the fact that the door 
was open because of the move-
ment of people in the house. 

Three people fitting descrip-
tions provided were arrested: 
a 27-year-old man crouched 
under a car with 6,965 euros 
hidden under his clothes; a 37-
year-old man and a 20-year-
old woman. The investigation 
is still ongoing.

Police investigate case of two 
men who were kidnapped and 
tortured in failed drug deal

The National Police and 
Border Patrol intercepted 
four luxury boats loaded 
with drugs and arrested 
nine people of Bulgarian 
and Russian origin  

JUAN CANO 

MALAGA. More than thirty tonnes 
of hashish, the equivalent of a 
third of all cannabis confiscated 
in the Campo de Gibraltar area 
in the whole of 2019, was seized 
and nine members of a criminal 
organisation of Bulgarian and 
Russian origin were arrested as 
part of operation ‘Goleta- Gratil’, 
which took place between 24 and 
28 September in several loca-
tions in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Various patrols based in 
Malaga province, between Na-
tional Police and customs sur-
veillance personnel, have been 
carrying out investigations since 
October 2019, intercepting boats 
belonging to the same gang in 

March and July this year, seiz-
ing 4.2 tonnes and 360 kilos of 
hashish, respectively. 

On this occasion, however, 
four boats that the authorities 
were tracking (Sweet Breeze, Ea-
gle Ray, Amaalta and Carla - all 
top-of-the-range sailing boats)  
set off simultaneously and the 

joint operation mobilised to in-
tercept all four at sea. 

In what proved to be the larg-
est successful maritime anti-
drugs trafficking operation to 
take place in Spain, according 
to the Ministry of the Interior, 
approximately 30.5 tonnes of 
hashish were seized.

Thirty tonnes of hashish seized as part 
of biggest anti-drugs sea strike in Spain

Packages seized from one of the four boats.  SUR
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T he works have been para-
lysed for so long that the 
huge half-built 30,000-

square-metre building now seems 
part of the landscape. Nor does it 
seem out of place in the area, the 
upper part of Los Monteros to the 
north of the A-7, five kilometres 
from the entrance to Marbella town 
centre. It is not the only half-built 
and abandoned building. Barely 
500 metres away is another em-
blematic project, the skeleton of 
what was going to be a hotel, built 
without regard to the law and an-
other mute witness to the more re-
cent history of Marbella.  

The unfinished extension works 
to the Costa del Sol Hospital are 
nothing to do with the town plan-
ning savagery of the harsh years 
of Jesús Gil and Juan Antonio Roca; 
this is a much more recent story 
of disagreement between institu-
tions, formulas of public and pri-
vate collaboration being applied 
badly and without transparency, 
and also a bit of bad luck.  

Ten years ago, in the autumn of 
2010, the Marbella area was about 
to fulfil its aim of no longer having 
a ‘district’ hospital, but one which 
would be a benchmark for health 
care for half a million residents, 
not counting the floating popula-
tion. The incorporation of new serv-
ices and the 34,000-square-metre 
extension at a cost of 48.5 million 
euros was going to make the Costa 
del Sol Hospital, which opened in 
1991, a health facility par excel-
lence in Malaga province.  

That autumn, however, there 
was a twist to the tale. The ma-
chines stopped and although at 
first the Junta de Andalucía said 
they had just slowed down, in fact 
they stopped completely. Since 
then, the half-built construction 
has seen three different presidents 
of the Junta de Andalucía, includ-
ing the political upheaval after the 
elections in 2018, and two different 
mayors of Marbella, with the arri-
val of socialist José Bernal in 2015 
and his removal after a motion of 
no confidence two years later.  

At the time, the stoppage was 
blamed on a lack of agreement be-
tween the institutions. When the 
problems began, the PP’s Ángeles 
Muñoz was mayor of Marbella and 
PSOE’s José Griñán was the presi-
dent of the Junta. However, during 
this decade there were all types of 
combinations, including periods 
when both institutions were gov-
erned by the same party, whether 
conservatives or socialists. Never-
theless a solution to the stoppage, 
announced many times, turned 
out to be impossible.  

Disagreement 
The origins of the halted works are 
to be found in a disagreement be-
tween the town hall, the Junta de 
Andalucía and the firm with the 
contract for the expansion works, 

a subsidiary of Seville’s Abengoa 
company. It took on the construc-
tion in exchange for the right to 
run the underground car park at 
the hospital, the construction of 
which formed part of the project, 
for 40 years. As the hospital is situ-
ated beside the main highway it is 
almost obligatory to drive there, 
and the viability of the project re-
lied on everyone using the under-
ground car park, something that 
was never clearly explained and 
about which the council, which 
was calling for the Junta de Anda-
lucía to finance the expansion 
works from its own resources, was 
not in agreement. When the firm 
began to place bollards along the 
road to stop cars parking there and 
the council forced it to remove 
them, the problems began. The li-
cence for the car park was never 
granted. The three parties all 
lodged court cases and the build-

ing works slowed right down and 
then came to a complete halt soon 
afterwards. An additional compli-
cation was the situation of the par-
ent company, immersed in a term-
nal financial crisis which has con-
tinued until today.  

In 2014, four years later, it was 
announced that agreement had 
been reached after ten months of 
negotiations. It was decided that 
the Junta, which manages the hos-
pital, would reorganise the outside 
parking areas so they could only 
be used by staff, and would com-
pensate the construction company 
to ensure its viability in exchange 
for a reduction in the length of the 
concession. Marbella council 
agreed to grant the licence for the 
car park, the urbanisation works 
and commercial areas. There was 
a solemn signing ceremony, lots 
of smiles and the promise that the 
works would resume very soon. 

But something went wrong again.  
Time passed and the machin-

ery was still at a standstill. Despite 
the opacity which has accompa-
nied this project from the start, it 
was learned that there had been 
disagreement between the Junta 
and the firm over the amount of 
compensation and that had 
thwarted the deal. Soon afterwards, 
the company filed for bankruptcy.  

The project started to unblock 
again at the end of 2018, when the 
Junta decided to cancel the con-
cession and gave the green light 

for 12 million euros to be made 
available to do so. That was the 
amount of investment made until 
the works came to a halt. It was the 

final point on the order of the day 
of the last meeting of the re-

gional government while Su-
sana Díaz was president be-
fore the elections which 
ended 37 years of social-
ist government in Anda-
lucía. Once in power the 
new president, Juanma 
Moreno, paid the 12 mil-

lion and the concession 
was cancelled. As one gov-

ernment made the money 
available and another made the 

payment, socialists and conserva-
tives both claimed the merit.  

Cancellation 
The concession was definitively 
cancelled on 20 May 2019 and this 
released the underground car park, 
which became free to use. At the 
same time, it was announced that 
the works were 35 per cent com-
pleted and that it would cost 30 
million euros to finish them.  

However, the works had been 
paralysed for so long that another 
problem had arisen. The original 
project was outdated and needed 
updating to meet the new health 
care needs of the area. Two new 
specialist centres (CHARES) in 
Benalmádena and Estepona had 
been planned - although the latter 
is still not open - and therefore the 
requirements on the Costa del Sol 
had changed.  

The Costa del Sol Health 
Agency was tasked with drawing 
up an operational study to decide 
what alterations would have to 
be made to the project, before the 
Junta puts a new contract to ten-
der to complete the expansion. 
However, then the Covid-19 pan-
demic hit and, once again, the 
plans were disrupted. 

We understand that the study is 
practically completed now, but has 
still to be delivered to the Junta’s 
Ministry of Health. 

The unfinished building on the left, and the entrance to the car park.  JOSELE

 Marbella.  The expansion works 
at the Costa del Sol Hospital 
came to a halt a decade ago 
and there is no sign of them 
being able to resume in the 
immediate future

Ten years 
with no sign 
of progress

HÉCTOR 
BARBBOTTA

   Deterioration. 

The state of some 
of the panels in 
the new building. 
 JOSELE

An agreement was 
announced in 2014 but it 
came to nothing because 
of arguments over the 
amount of compensation
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MARBELLA 

Council renews pledge 
on free bus travel 

H. BARBOTTA.  Marbella council is 
to carry on giving everyone regis-
tered as resident in the town free 
bus travel into 2021. It has set 
aside six million euros to pay for 
the service, an increase as it is tak-
ing on the two lines previously run 
by the Junta from the hospital to 
Nueva Andalucía and San Pedro. 

MARBELLA 

Junta agrees to offer of 
land for new law courts 

H.B.  The Junta de Andalucía has 
agreed that land offered by Mar-
bella council for an urgently needed 
new court building is suitable. The 
land is on the road towards Ojén, 
beyond La Cañada and opposite 
the Virgen del Carmen cemetery. 
The rest of the plot will be offered 
to the National Police.  

HERE AND THERE

The wooden structure 
stretches for 270 metres 
and is the longest bridge 
of its kind in Spain  

FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. Pedestrians and cyclists 
turned out last weekend to cross 
for the first time the new bridge 
that stretches for 270 metres across 
the river Guadalhorce estuary. 

Sunday’s long-awaited opening 
of the longest wooden bridge in 
Spain, and one of the longest in 
Europe, was attended by represen-
tatives of the two authorities that 
funded the project, Malaga City 
Hall and the provincial govern-
ment (Diputación), as well as the 
president of the Junta de Anda-
lucía, Juanma Moreno. 

The bridge closes another gap 
in the Senda Litoral project, the 
coastal footpath that will eventu-
ally run for the 180 kilometres of 
the Malaga coastline, between Nerja 
and Manilva. 

This structure also provides a 
new access to the Guadalhorce es-
tuary nature reserve and links the 
area of Guadalmar with the west 
side of the city, with pedestrians 
and cyclists no longer having to 
cross the road bridge alongside the 
main dual carriageway. 

“This is a new landmark for the 
city of Malaga,” said Moreno. “They 
said it wouldn’t be possible because 
of the environmental impact, but 
with ingenuity, audacity, talent and 
will, this has become a reality,” he 
added. 

Guadalhorce bridge opens 
to pedestrians and cyclists

Some of the first pedestrians to cross the bridge last weekend.  SALVADOR SALAS 

Cyclists were pleased to be 
among the first to cross the bridge. 
Initial signs prohibiting cycling 
were met with indignation, but fol-
lowing a campaign by an associa-
tion of cyclists, it was decided that 
a speed limit of 10 kilometres per 
hour would be imposed instead.
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TORREMOLINOS 

T. B.  More than 100 people at-
tended a special mass in the 
San Miguel Church in Torre-
molinos on Tuesday in honour 
of the town’s patron San 
Miguel. The service was at-
tended by Torremolinos mayor 
José Ortiz and members of his 
council. The celebration in-
cluded a performance by the 
Torremolinos Choral Associa-
tion. This week would have 
seen the town’s annual fair.

TORREMOLINOS 

T. BRYANT.  Torremolinos has 
joined forces with Seville once 
again to continue supporting 
the LGBT community. 

During a meeting held in 
the Andalusian capital last 
weekend, representatives 
from both municipalities en-
tered into an agreement to 
work together alongside the 
Red de Municipios Orgullo-
sos de Andalucía (Network of 
Pride Municipalities of Anda-
lucía), to develop a calendar 
of cultural and educational 
activities for next summer.  

The initiative aims to es-
tablish a mutual commitment 
to equality and diversity, as 
well as becoming an interna-
tional reference of the LGBT 
collective.  

The meeting was attended 
by Torremolinos councillor 
for Equality Nicolás de Miguel, 
who said, “This initiative aims 
to promote diversity and 
equality, and we will continue 
collaborating in joint activi-
ties like Gay Pride.”

Torremolinos and 
Seville collaborate 
on initiative to 
promote diversity 
and equality

Mass celebrates 
San Miguel in  
what should have 
been a week of 
festivities

TORREMOLINOS 

T. BRYANT.  During a special cere-
mony to mark the 32nd Día de 
la Autonomia de Torremolinos 
(to celebrate the town’s split from 
the municipality of Malaga) on 
Sunday, the prestigious Medalla 
de Honor (medal of honour) was 
awarded to local health workers 
as a “symbol of respect, affection 
and special recognition”. 

The medal, which is awarded 
to those who have gone above 

and beyond to serve their com-
munity,  was presented to work-
ers and professionals of the San 
Miguel and La Carihuela health 
clinics in recognition of their 
tireless work and “unfaltering 
commitment” to the people of 
Torremolinos during the coro-
navirus pandemic.  

 The medal was presented by 
mayor José Ortiz, who said: “To-
day we respectfully and affec-
tionately award the medal of our 
town to our health sector. We 
want to express our commit-
ment as a society, because the 
people of Torremolinos are 
aware of the great debt that we 
owe to those who have made 
their profession the care of oth-
ers, and that debt in these times 
tests our compassion.”

Health workers 
receive medal of 
honour for care 
during the pandemic

BENALMÁDENA 

T. BRYANT.  Benalmádena town 
hall has given the green light 
to a proposal to turn the Cor-
tijo de la Comba in Arroyo de 
la Miel into a new arts and cul-
tural centre. The initiative, 
which was proposed by the lo-
cal cultural sector, was passed 
during a recent council meet-
ing and was backed by the lo-

cal opposition group,  Partido 
Popular.  

The new centre, to be named 
the Palacio de las Artes de 
Benalmádena, will include a 
400 to 600 capacity theatre, a 
conference hall and class-
rooms, rehearsal and dance 
studios and an area for tempo-
rary exhibitions. 

“We support this motion to 
create a great palace of the arts 
in Benalmádena, because our 
municipality lacks a large 
space where cultural shows 
and events can be staged. This 
will add to the attractiveness 
of our town, especially at a time 
when the cultural sector has 
been badly affected by the cur-
rent climate,” said Socialist 
mayor Víctor Navas.

Town hall gives 
green light to new 
arts and cultural 
centre in Arroyo  
de la Miel

The Cortijo de la Comba, soon to be the new arts centre.  SUR

The mayor of Torremolinos (c) presents the Medal of Honour.  SUR

ALHAURÍN DE LA TORRE 

Locals believe that the 
new Málaga Norte plant 
should be built elsewhere 
rather than “destroy this 
unique area” 

ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 

Residents in the Mestanza area 
of Alhaurín de la Torre have come 
together to form a new platform 
to fight against the location of the 
much-needed new Málaga Norte 
treatment plant (EDAR). 

Under the banner “Let’s save 
the Guadalhorce. Sewage treat-
ment yes, but not here”, the pro-
testers have collected more than 
1,000 signatures from people who 

believe that, while the plant is 
necessary, the chosen location 
will “destroy this unique area”. 

As well as having an “enormous 
visual impact” on the area, they 
say that the EDAR will destroy 
protected species, devalue the lo-
cal economy and pose further risk 
of flooding. What’s more, they be-
lieve that the public consultation 
phase was carried out in an un-
derhand manner - during August 
when many people were away. 

The project has also been re-
jected by the town council which 
has asked the Regional Ministry 
of Agriculture and Sustainable 
Development to provide techni-
cal justification as to why the al-
ternative of extending the exist-
ing plant on the Guadalhorce in-
dustrial estate was ruled out. 

Residents group vows to fight 
against construction of much-
needed treatment plant

Protesters on the land where the plant is set to be built.  A. JIMÉNEZ

Mass in San Miguel Church.  T. B.
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FUENGIROLA 

The document from 
Berenguer Ingenieros says 
the port will take three 
years to build; the council 
is now preparing to deliver 
the plan to the regional 
government  

ANDREA JIMÉNEZ
 

There has been a step forward in 
the project for Fuengirola’s new 
marina. The council has now offi-
cially revealed the initial plan for 
this project, which has an esti-
mated cost of around 91 million 
euros (plus IVA). The report with 
all these details has been drawn 
up over recent months by the Ber-
enguer Ingenieros firm, and it es-
timates that the works will take 
three years, as the mayor, Ana 
Mula, explained at the presenta-
tion at the end of last week.  

“The company that was awarded 
the contract to draw up the plan 
has provided us with this docu-
ment, which contains an estimated 
cost, a financial study and even a 
possible timescale for the works,” 
she said.  

She also explained that the coun-
cil would now review the document 
prior to presenting it to the Junta 

de Andalucía.  
The mayor said the council has 

already applied for an appoint-
ment with the regional govern-
ment to show the document be-
fore starting what she described 
as “the most complicated phase, 
which is obtaining decisions from 
the authorities involved, which are 
both regional and national”.  

The basic plan is to transform 
the existing infrastructure into a 
marina which is open to the rest 
of the town, with the aim of boost-
ing the local economy. It includes 
a large square which will connect 
directly to the seafront promenade 
and spacious areas to walk around, 
lined with shops and restaurants.  

With regard to the number of 
berths, these will almost double 
from 471 to more than 800. A 
quay will also be built for large 
yachts, a special anchorage for 
cruise ships up to 160 metres 
in length and an underground 
car park with space for over 700 
vehicles. 

 “So to sum up, there will be eve-
rything necessary for the new port 
to become the major economic 
motor and generator of employ-
ment in our town,” said Ana Mula.  

Administrative procedures 
The council aims to work through 
the necessary procedures so the 
construction work can begin as 

soon as possible. 
“Before we can start to build we 

have to begin this process, which is 
the slowest and longest of all, and 
that is where we need not only the 
collaboration of the Junta de An-
dalucía, which we do have already, 
but also the collaboration and as-
sistance of the State, which also 
has to participate in this project,” 
explained the mayor.  

In phases 
Mula said the construction could 
be carried out in different phases. 
“We are talking about a project ini-
tially valued at 91 million euros 
plus IVA, which is expected to take 
three years to complete, so we are 
not talking about an exaggerated 
timescale. This is very reasonable. 
Also, in principle, we believe that 
one phase can be carried out with-
out affecting the other, so they can 
overlap. We will look into that fur-
ther, once we have the construc-
tion project.”  

Among the specifications to be 
considered when the project is put 
to tender are the length of the con-
cession for the port, which has 
been set at 40 years and can be ex-
tended; that the maximum con-
struction permitted within the port 
area should be no more than 
30,000 square metres of roof; and 
that none of the buildings will be 
for residential use. 

Fuengirola reveals initial plans 
for a new 91-million-euro port

The proposed design for the new marina in Fuengirola.  SUR

BENALMÁDENA 

The new facility will be 
an extension of the 
promenade, built on the 
site of the seniors’ home 
that will soon be 
demolished 

IVÁN GELIBTER 

The future Marymar Plaza com-
mercial development on the sea-
front in Benalmádena took a ma-
jor step forward on Tuesday with 
the awarding of the contract to 
build a new car park. 

 Promoter Jardines de las Ci-
garreras will be responsible for 
both the construction and the 
running of the underground car 
park to be located next to the for-
mer seniors’ residence. It will 
have 210 spaces, distributed 
across two floors (88 on the first 
and 122 on the second) and is a 
key part of the project to create 
a shopping and leisure area for 
beach users on an extension of 
the promenade built where the 
so-to-be-demolished Marymar 
residence is located. 

According to the town hall’s 
report on Tuesday, the car park 

will occupy a total of 7,650 square 
metres: 3,150 on one floor, and 
4,500 on another. It will also have 
direct access to the future com-
mercial complex.  

After announcing the conces-
sion of the car park yesterday, 
Benalmádena mayor Víctor Na-
vas explained that with the 
demolition of the eight-storey 
Marymar residence, which has 
been unoccupied for several 
years, “not only will our beaches 
be more visible, they will gain 
the space that the residence cur-
rently occupies, some 2,700 
square metres”. 

After the demolition, a public 
square of about 4,000 square me-
tres will be created and, below 
ground level, the construction of 
commercial premises that will 
serve the beach. Only five me-
tres of the building will be built 
above ground level, and it will be 
transparent so that it doesn’t ob-
struct the view of the sea from 
the road and the promenade. 

This project also includes one 
of the council’s star proposals 
for this legislature: the exten-
sion of the promenade from Bil-
Bil castle to the area around Sun-
set Beach, thus connecting the  
town’s entire coastline.

Benalmádena mayor Víctor Navas explains the project.  SUR

Car park for future Marymar 
beachside leisure complex is 
given the green light

MARBELLA 

Driving force behind Costa 
train project dies, aged 88 

I. LILLO.  Jesús Santos Rein, the driv-
ing force behind the project to get 
a regular Cercanías train between 
Malaga and Fuengirola, died this 
Monday in Marbella, aged 88. 

Santos Rein was a visionary of 
his time, forseeing the need for a 

train service during a time when 
the area was undergoing signifi-
cant economic development. 

The modernisation of the al-
ready existing line to Fuengirola 
was a major undertaking, involving 
the construction of underground 
stations, halts and viaducts and it 
eventually opened in July 1975. 

His original aim, however, was 
for the train to go as far as Marbella 
- a project still in the pipeline.

MIJAS 

Tourist guide rewritten to 
reach bigger audience 

I. G.  With the slump in visitors due 
to the pandemic, Mijas has seized 
the opportunity to rewrite its tour-
ism guide in a bid to reach more 
people. The new 14-page docu-
ment (in Spanish, English, French 
and German) includes four new 
sections (sport, nature, gastron-
omy and crafts) in line with the 
town’s new tourism strategy.

SEVILLE 

Discounts up to 50 per 
cent on local holidays 

P. MARTÍNEZ.  The regional govern-
ment on Thursday announced a 
‘tourist discount’ up to 50 per cent 
within Andalucía for local resi-
dents. Households with an income 
less than 20,000 euros get the full 
discount on holidays booked 
through travel agents through the 
‘Andalucía Segura’ scheme, while 
everyone else gets 25 per cent off. The presentation of the guide.  SUR

HERE AND THERE
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Speakers at a conference 
this week explained that 
while lockdown saw more 
enquiries from foreign 
buyers, this has not so far 
translated into more sales  

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA. The residential tour-
ism market on the Costa del Sol 

is expected to drop from five to 
eight per cent into next year and 
the recovery in demand from in-
ternational buyers for second 
homes will be slow. This was the 
majority opinion of experts at-
tending the 12th annual Resi-
dential Tourism conference, held 
at the  Hotel Anantara Villa 
Padierna on Tuesday. 

Juan Ramón Rubio Zalabardo, 
market expert at Deloitte said that 

the pandemic had hit the Costa 
del Sol directly and a recovery 
was expected by 2022-2023. 

Delegates discussed how dur-
ing lockdown there was an in-
crease in enquiries but this didn’t 
translate into real sales after-
wards. When the restrictions 
ended, there was a bounce back 
in the market for first, main 
homes but interest in holiday 
properties saw a negative effect. 

Prices stable for new homes  

Experts feel that prices for sec-
ondhand properties should fall, 
but new-builds will not change. 

 Mikel Echavarren, CEO of Col-
liers International Spain, ex-
plained that, unlike the last fi-
nancial crisis, property develop-
ers aren’t in debt, so aren’t in a 
hurry to lower prices. Whereas, 
private homeowners may be 
keener to sell and take offers from 
interested buyers.   Rubio re-
called that in 2019 the market 
had already fallen 10 per cent 
with demand stagnating  from 
international buyers, which make 
up a third of sales. 

The effects on sales of Covid-19 
will be felt for some time, as tour-
ist activity has fallen 80 per cent 
and  the size of the economy by 10 
per cent. However the experts at 
the conference pointed out that 
the launch of new developments 
hasn’t been affected, with a 36 per 
cent increase in building projects 
getting under way.    

Experts believe that  
residential tourism will 
make a slow recovery

Delegates at the conference at Villa Padierna.  JOSELE

H. BARBOTTA / P. MARTÍNEZ  

MARBELLA. The conference this 
week on Residential Tourism at 
the Hotel Anantara Villa 
Padierna discussed the likely 
effects on second-home own-
ers of the obligation for people 
trapped in Spain during lock-
down to pay taxes to Madrid if 
they were here for more than 
six months. 

Although some non-resident 
expats never intended to stay 
more than 183 days, the limit 
beyond which the Spanish gov-
ernment generally considers a 
person to be tax resident, some 
were caught out and overstayed. 

In a formal written reply to a 
Lebanese couple, considered a 
guide for other future cases, Ha-
cienda, the Tax ministry, re-
moved any doubt that a tax re-
turn would be due. 

Its statement read, “In this 
case, with regard to the stated 
rule for stays over 183 days 
within any 12-month period in 
Spanish territory, the days spent 
in Spain by the married couple, 
due to state of alarm, would be 

counted, in which case if they 
were to remain more than 183 
days in Spanish territory in 
2020, they would be considered 
Spanish income tax payers.”  

There was discontent from 
commentators over the deci-
sion, as the Spanish public ad-
ministration had suspended le-
gal time frames for its own ac-
tivity during lockdown, a move 
that has not been extended to  
taxpayers.  

At the Costa conference, busi-
nessman Ricardo Arranz said 
the ministry’s move was dis-
couraging. “How are they going 
to make a person pay income 
tax who has been forced [to be 
here] as they couldn’t return to 
their country,” he asked. “[The 
government] should be paying 
for their lockdown, not charg-
ing them.”  

Juan Ramón Rubio, from De-
loitte, felt that the decision 
could have an adverse affect 
on the residential tourism sec-
tor by causing uncertainty. “It’s 
not something that’s going to 
help the market to recover,” he 
explained. 

Concern at six-month tax 
obligation ruling for non-residents 
trapped in Spain during lockdown 
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TORROX 

Town hall agrees lower 
taxes for residents 

E. C.  Torrox town hall approved 
on Monday a package of fiscal 
measures to help businesses and 
residents counter the economic 
impact of Covid-19. The meas-
ures include a seven per cent re-
duction in next year’s IBI as well 
as a five percent drop in domes-
tic rubbish collection fees and 10 
per cent for businesses. “We want 
to reduce the economic impact 
of Covid-19 for residents,” said 
mayor Óscar Medina. 

PERIANA 

Footpath connects 
town to fountain 

E. C.  A new footpath has opened 
to the west of Periana, which con-
nects the area to the town’s pub-
lic fountain, known as the Fuente 
de Antonio Díaz. Previously, us-
ers had to walk along the side of 
the main road to access the foun-
tain. During a visit last Monday, 
the provincial tourism represen-
tative, Nuria Rodríguez said that 
tourists to the region have been 
especially drawn to inland areas 
away from crowds this summer.

TORRE DEL MAR 

Eight Torre del Mar 
roads to be revamped  

E. C.  Vélez-Málaga town hall an-
nounced on Wednesday plans to 
revamp eight roads to the west 
of Torre del Mar. The area known 
as Las Barracas, which includes 
Calles Nueva, Poniente, Ancla 
and Caracola, will get new pav-
ing, LED lighting, improved tele-
communications and water sup-
ply under the 1.86-million-euro 
plan. The town hall said it would 
be carried out in four phases.

PERIANA 

Periana mayor to ask 
Junta for Villa Turística 

E. C.  Seventeen years since it was 
closed, Periana’s Villa Turística 
holiday complex remains in the 
hands of the Junta de Andalucía 
with no viable solution. Periana 
mayor, Rafael Torrubia told SUR 
earlier this week that he plans 
to go to the regional government 
in Seville to ask that they hand 
it over to the town hall. However, 
Torrubia said that investors are 
needed to be able to reopen it.

HERE AND THERE

ARENAS 

Dana’s daughter to live 
with brother, judge rules 

E. C. / J. C.  A judge in Malaga has 
ruled that the daughter of Dana 
Leonte, the missing Romanian 
woman who police believe was 
murdered by her partner,  Sergio 
Ruiz, in 2019, should live with 

Florín Leonte, Dana’s brother. 
Among the reasons given were 

that the child’s paternal aunt and 
uncle had “continuously flouted 
the Covid-19 restrictions for work 
motives and left the child with 
elderly relatives”. 

After the ruling Leonte said,  
“Justice has finally been done and 
she is no longer with the family 
of my sister’s murderer.”

Florín Leonte speaking to reporters on Wednesday.  E. CABEZAS

NERJA 

Discovery proves use of 
cave in Islamic period 

E. C.  A charm made of lead and 
discovered in the Nerja cave has 
been identified as belonging to 
Spain’s Al Andalus era. It is the 
first find from the Islamic period, 
demonstrating to experts that the 
cave was used by Arabic speak-
ers. The piece was already held 
at the Museo de Málaga and was  
originally thought to be from the 
late Roman period. Text on the   
protective charm is thought to be 
quotes from the Qua’ran. The Islamic period charm.  SUR

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 

The council says it will go 
ahead with the 
controversial felling but 
has agreed to leave the 
iconic mulberries outside 
La Cala del Moral church 

SUR 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. Mayor of 
Rincón de la Victoria, Francisco 
Salado, announced during a coun-
cil meeting on Wednesday that he 
would invite associations and resi-
dents of La Cala del Moral to dis-
cuss the species of tree that should 
be planted on the redesigned Av-
enida de Málaga. 

The announcement comes af-
ter a week of protests by La Cala 
and Rincón residents over the fell-
ing of 83 jacaranda, ficus and mul-
berry trees. 

“We want to listen to the resi-
dents because we are a team that 
makes decisions but also listens,” 
Salado said. 

He went on to explain that the 
trees being cut down are causing 
damage to pavements and that the 

mulberry tree in particular, after 
which La Cala del Moral (moral is 
mulberry in Spanish) is named. 

“We will leave the mulberry trees 
outside the church, but the others 
will be removed as this type of tree 
is not suitable for pavements under 
three metres wide,” he said. 

He pointed out that neighbours 
had been “complaining for many 
years” about the damage caused 

by the existing trees. 
The regeneration project in-

cludes the planting of cocos or 
queen palm trees, which Salado 
said was “voted on unanimously 
by the town hall”. 

Salado concluded by saying that 
the town will have “more trees than 
before” when this and other 
planned environmental projects 
have been completed.

Mayor attempts to appease 
residents with tree consultation

Residents protesting in La Cala del Moral last week.  SUR
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Barely  
credible

T his week saw former 
IMF chief Rodrigo Rato 
acquitted of one of his 

several alleged financial mis-
demeanours. The criminal 
division of Spain’s High 
Court ruled that Rato - who 
served as Spain’s Economy 
minister between 1996 and 
2004, in the conservative 
government of José María 
Aznar - was not guilty of 
false accounting or of mis-
leading investors about the 
state of Bankia’s finances 
prior to its Initial Public Of-
fering (IPO) in 2011. It’s ex-
tremely hard to believe, 
though, that Bankia’s down-
fall was just an enormous ac-
cident, and in no way 
brought about by the greed 
and/or incompetence of its 
top executives.   

In a ruling that will surely 
(and hopefully) be appealed, 
the Court found that the pre-
IPO prospectus offered to po-
tential investors in 2011 con-
tained “ample and accurate 
information” about Bankia’s 
balance sheet. Yet despite its 
claims to shareholders that it 
had made a profit of €309 
million, a later reassessment 
of the bank’s health revealed 
that it had actually lost €3 
billion in 2011. Share prices 
fell from €3.75 to €1 and the 
bank received a state bailout 
of €22 billion in 2012 to pre-
vent its total collapse.  

It was for this reason that 
Spain’s Supreme Court ruled 
in favour of two Bankia 
shareholders in early 2016, 
ordering the bank to pay 
back the sums they had in-
vested (€9,997 and €20,868, 
respectively). The Court also 
found that the IPO prospec-
tus had contained “serious 
inaccuracies” about Bankia’s 

financial health at the time.  
That Spain’s two highest 

courts have reached com-
pletely opposite opinions 
about the same document is 
puzzling in itself. It might be 
more understandable if the 
brochure was fiendishly 
complicated and packed with 
specialist vocabulary, or li-
able to wildly differing inter-
pretations. But a prospectus 
written for the ordinary in-
vestor should have presented 
information about the bank’s 
finances clearly and accu-
rately. Why, then, is there 
disagreement about the ex-
tent to which it corresponded 
with the actual state of 
Bankia’s balance sheet? Who 
or what obscured the differ-
ence between fake profit and 
real loss, and how were so 
many people convinced into 
giving their savings to a bank 
in such dire straits?  

Rato has always main-
tained that Bankia’s supervi-
sors, most importantly the 
Bank of Spain, knew about 
everything that was going on 
while he was chairman be-
tween 2010 and 2012. But 
none of the supervising bod-
ies knew (or knew but didn’t 
do anything) about the preva-
lence of “black” credit cards 
within the institution, which 
Rato and 64 other executives 
were said to have spent 
around €15 million on be-
tween 2003 and 2012, and in 
connection with which the 
former IMF boss is serving a 
four-and-a-half year prison 
sentence.  

It’s entirely plausible that 
dodgy or careless accounting 
prior to the ill-fated IPO was 
just another practice of which 
Bankia’s supervisors had no 
knowledge.

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

MALAGA / MADRID 

Former FC Barcelona 
star, Neymar, was the 
private individual who 
owed the most to 
Hacienda at the end of 
2019: 34.6 million euros  

F. JIMÉNEZ / L. PALACIOS
 
 

The government has published 
its annual report of who owes it 
the most money in tax. Hacienda 
says that there were 3,930 peo-
ple or companies that each owed 
it over one million euros  at the 
end of 2019.  

This was a 2.4 per cent fall on 
the previous year, although the 
total outstanding from this list 
was still an eye-watering 14.2 
billion euros. 

Some firms or individuals  
owed huge amounts. Nationally 
the worst debts were with col-
lapsed property empires, many 
well-known to Costa residents. 
Reyal Urbis heads the list na-
tionally, owing 345.5 million 
euros. Also in the top ten are 
long-gone Arenal 2000/2001 
with 148.9m and Aifos on 
98.9m. 

Locally, there are 146 Malaga 
and Costa-based firms listed that 
owed a total of 695m euros. This  
is excluding private individuals. 

Among the companies on the 
Costa that feature is the owner 
of Benalmádena theme park, Ti-
voli World. It owed 3.4 million 
at the start of the year to the tax-
man and is currently in the 

hands of administrators. 
Public-private firms run by 

Marbella council are also part 
of the list, although this is at-
tributed to ongoing discussions 
with central government over 
money owed the resort after 
fraud in the Jesús Gil era. 

Among other local names with 
debts at the end of 2019 were: 
Isofotón (2.9 million); Euralex 
(5.7m); Novasoft (4.8m in total); 
Viajes Marbesol (4.2m); Niza 
Cars (4m); Oleoliva (2.6m) and 
electronic goods chain Bazar 
San Juan (1.6m). 

Nationally it’s Neymar 

The private individual that owed 
the most nationally is Paris 
Saint-Germain star and ex-FC 
Barcelona player, Neymar. His 
debt to Hacienda was  34.6 mil-
lion euros at the end of 2019. 

Although dominated by con-
struction companies in the top 
spaces, football clubs do also 
feature prominently. Unión De-
portiva Salamanca owed 13.44m 
in tax; Real Murcia, 10.77m and 
Xerez Club Deportivo, 10.38m.  

The former president of Real 
Madrid Lorenzo Sanz left the list 
of those owing one million or 
more this year after dying of co-
ronavirus in March. 

The government started pub-
lishing its annual ‘name and 
shame’ report in 2015.

Tivoli World among worst 
debtors to Spanish tax office 

COSTA DEL SOL 

SUR IN ENGLISH.   Spain’s Supreme 
Court has upheld earlier judge-
ments that 12 mortgages sold by 
a British company were illegal. 
The mortgages, mostly taken out 
by Britons in Malaga province 
between 2004 and 2007, totalled 
six million euros. The equity re-

lease products were designed to 
reduce inheritance tax and sup-
plement pension income. 

The judges agreed with the 
previous rulings of a Bilbao court 
that SL Mortgage Funding nº1 
Limited (SLMF), based in Ches-
ter (UK), didn’t have the proper 
permissions to sell in Spain. 

SLMF kept most of the income 

from the loan itself and rein-
vested it with Premier Group, in 
the Isle of Man, and the courts 
said that counted as an unap-
proved investment product.  

According to Luis González of 
Costa-based Lawbird Legal Serv-
ices, who represented the claim-
ants, the ruling confirms that 
operating in breach of manda-
tory financial regulations is il-
legal speculation, even if the 
company was legally operating 
in its own country. He added that 
his “clients’ nightmare had now 
ended”.

Top court confirms 12 equity 
release mortgages were illegal

Neymar, a debt of millions.  AFP

Tivoli World, in Benalmádena.  SUR
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Gibraltar’s deputy chief 
minister told the Liberal 
Democrat conference in 
the UK that the 
consequences will be felt 
for years to come  

GIBRALTAR. The deputy chief min-
ister, Dr Joseph Garcia, has said 
that the combination of Britain 
leaving the EU and the Covid-19 
pandemic have the potential mak-

ings of a “perfect storm”, the con-
sequences of which will be felt for 
years to come. Dr Garcia, who is 
the leader of the Gibraltar Liberal 
Party, was taking part in a panel 
discussion entitled “Brexit in times 
of Covid-19” during the UK Liberal 
Democrat conference which was 
completely virtual this year.  

The deputy chief minister 
shared the panel with Alistair Car-
michael, who is MP for Orkney and 
Shetland and the Lib Dem shadow 
Home Affairs spokesman, and was 
previously  responsible for Foreign 
Affairs. This provided a perspec-
tive on these issues from Gibral-
tar and from Scotland. The discus-
sion, which was sold out, was 
chaired by the Director of Gibral-

tar House in London, Dominique 
Searle. 

Dr Garcia explained the chal-
lenges posed to a small admini-
stration such as Gibraltar in hav-
ing to deal with the pandemic and 
Brexit at the same time, saying this 

was not easy given that the same 
people were often intensely in-
volved in both areas of government 
activity. He outlined the way  the 
pandemic had evolved in Gibral-
tar since the first positive case was 
confirmed on 3 March and the 

measures taken to combat it. 
He also said the irony was not 

lost on him that the discussion in-
cluded elected representatives 
from Gibraltar and Scotland, both 
of whom had voted Remain. He 
then explained that the stockpil-
ing of medical supplies in the face 
of a no-deal Brexit had actually 
proven very useful when dealing 
with the pandemic.  

The DCM gave a general outline 
of the ongoing negotiations for a 
future relationship between Gi-
braltar and the EU and explained 
the importance of border fluidity 
going forward. Gibraltar had al-
ways enjoyed a differentiated re-
lationship with the EU from the 
UK, he pointed out, given its geo-
graphical position and distinct in-
terests. He also went over the plans 
for no agreement, in the event that 
it was not possible to conclude a 
deal.  

Dr Garcia accompanied chief 
minister Fabian Picardo to Madrid 
for further technical talks about 
the future relationship with the EU 
this week, but at the time of writ-
ing there has been no official com-
ment on those discussions.

Brexit and Covid-19, 
a potentially 
“perfect storm” 

Dr Joseph García, deputy chief minister of Gibraltar.  SUR

COVID-19 

Eight bus drivers test 
positive for Covid-19 

D. B.  Amid concern after eight bus 
drivers tested positive for the co-
ronavirus, the authorities insist  
that preventive measures on the 
buses are effective and they are 
safe. The buses, which now carry 
only 50 per cent of the usual num-
ber of passengers, are cleaned 
daily and seats, driver’s cabin, 
handrails and push buttons are 
sanitised. Bus drivers are tested 
for the virus every four weeks. No 
reason has been identified for 
eight of them to have tested posi-
tive within a short time. 

LEISURE 

Boulder climbing facility 
at Leisure Centre 

D. B.  The Leisure Centre in Gibral-
tar is to have an indoor boulder 
climbing facility, replacing the ice 
rink which is now uneconomical 
to repair and update, as this would 
cost an estimated £470,000. It also 
costs about £8,000 a month in elec-
tricity. The ice rink has been leak-
ing to the bowling alley below. This 
is sad news for the approximately 
20 people a day who use the ice 
rink, but the boulder climb is said 
to be exciting, environmentally 
friendly and is expected to be popu-
lar with the community.

IN BRIEF

SOCIETY 

Wear red on Thursday 
for World Dyslexia Day 

D. B.  Thursday 8 October is World 
Dyslexia Day and the Gibraltar 
Dyslexia Support Group is ask-
ing everyone to wear red to show 
support for those with the disor-
der. The Moorish castle in Gibral-
tar will also be lit up in red to 
raise awareness. The GDSG, 
which has been a registered char-

ity for over 20 years, facilitates 
the detection and provides sup-
port for individuals and their 
families suffering from dyslexia 
and other related specific learn-
ing difficulties.  

This year, due to the pandemic, 
it can’t organise its usual events 
but will be marking World Dys-
lexia Awareness Week (5-11 Oc-
tober) in different ways.  

More information on what’s 
happening can be found at 
www.dyslexia.gi

Last year, the Chief Minister signed the Made By Dyslexia Pledge.  GDSG

DEBBIE  
BARTLETT
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Supreme Court ruled that 
Catalan President cannot 
hold public office over 
controversial nationalist 
banners, and regional 
elections will now be held 

CRISTIÁN REINO 

BARCELONA. The now ex-presi-
dent of the Catalan government, 
Quim Torra, said his farewells to 
the chamber of the regional par-
liament on Wednesday afternoon.  

After the Supreme Court up-

Exiting stage right: Torra leaves the Catalan parliament after being invited as a guest for a last speech.  EFE

Quim Torra stands down after 
public-office ban is upheld

Bosses and unions have 
given the go ahead to the 
scheme running until 31 
January and the Work 
minister has added that it 
could last even longer  

LUCÍA PALACIOS 

MADRID. After reaching an 
agreement this week for new 
ERTE furloughing rules for 
workers, the minister for Work, 
Yolanda Díaz, added on Thurs-
day that they could even be re-
newed again when the new ex-
tension period expires on 31 
January. 

After the eleventh-hour deal 
with employers and unions, 
new ERTE rules came in yes-
terday, 1 October, as the pre-
vious schemes had expired. 
The new measures also allow 
companies only partially af-
fected to benefit.  

There are now three types of 
ERTE scheme for bosses to fur-
lough staff on, all of which see 
the government paying between 
70% and 100% of social secu-
rity contributions. In return, 
once again, firms are not al-
lowed to sack furloughed work-
ers within the first six months 
of being brought back to work. 

In the first type of furlough-
ing, all the existing ERTEs for 
worst-hit firms have been re-
newed automatically in cer-
tain sectors of the economy, 
with a drop of at least 65% in 
business activity and over 15% 
of the workforce mothballed. 
This essentially covers tour-
ism, some transport, leisure 
activities and also other sec-
ondary sectors, such as jewel-

lery and graphic arts. In addi-
tion, firms in other sectors who 
can prove that at least 50% of 
their income comes from other 
affected sectors can benefit. 

Companies forced to close 
totally will get the highest re-
bate on their Social Security 
contributions.  

There will also be different 
ERTE terms for those who have 
had to shorten opening hours 
or reduce their capacity.  

For workers who are on an 
ERTE, they will continue to re-
ceive 70% of their basic salary 
from the government, even if 
they haven’t paid enough con-
tributions. Receiving this pay-
ment won’t count against their 
future unemployment bene-
fits right at least for this year. 

“It’s a totally ambitious pro-
ject that keeps safe and de-
fends all firms and workers in 
our country,” Yolanda Díaz 
said.

Agreement reached to 
extend and adapt 
ERTE furloughing plan 

Díaz explains the measures.  EP

held earlier rulings on Monday 
that he couldn’t hold public of-
fice for 18 months, supporting  
nationalist MPs invited him back 
as a guest to make his last 
speech.  

To applause from JxCat and 
ERC, ruling coalition parties, Torra 
attacked the Spanish State. “Dam-
aging, breaking and beheading 
the direct link that this parlia-
ment, with its 135 seats, has with 
its citizens, is an intolerable State-
sponsored coup,” he said. 

Torra was banned for not tak-
ing down political messages on 
public buildings ahead of na-
tional elections last autumn. 

Pere Aragonès of ERC will be 
acting president, although he 
has refused to use the title. The 
ruling coalition was already bro-
ken and elections will be held 
early next year, as soon as the 
parliamentary rules and time-
table will allow. 

SALAMANCA 

‘M’ plate idea for senior 
citizens blasted by locals   

SUR.  There was controversy 
this week after a public offi-
cial responsible for oversee-
ing road safety law in the 
northern province of Sala-
manca proposed that all driv-
ers over 70 should have a let-
ter M  showing on the back of 
their car. 

The M would stand for may-
ores (seniors) and would be 
equivalent to L plates on 
learner drivers. 

The suggestion even found 
its way into the national Attor-
ney General’s department’s 
annual report and was said to  
have come about after inci-
dents of cars, “going the wrong 

way down motorways and 
other sorts of less serious ac-
cidents, linked to older people 
driving vehicles”. 

  In addition, the Salamanca 
official proposed that after a 
driver reaches 70, driving li-
cences should be renewed 
more frequently.  

Pensioners representatives 
in the area reacted angrily to 
the idea. One said, “They don’t 
need to put an M on me, they 
just need to look me in the face 
to see how old I am.”  

Despite its high-profile pub-
lication, the Interior minster, 
Fernando Grande-Marlaska,  
clarified on Wednesday that is 
was just an idea and not on the  
official agenda. He added  that 
the government’s focus was on 
all drivers meeting safety rules, 
whatever their age.  

MADRID 

PM and opposition clash 
over role of the king 

SUR.  A bitter Prime Minister’s 
Questions took place in Congreso 
this week over the role of the king 
in the Spanish constitution. 

The government has been 
criticised for seemingly not al-
lowing King Felipe to attend a 
traditional swearing-in cere-
mony for new judges in Catalo-
nia last week. 

Ministers blamed diary clashes, 
although many suggested the 
move was to appease nationalist 
parties ahead of delicate national 
budget negotiations.   

Prime Minster Pedro Sánchez 
accused opposition leader Pa-
blo Casado of “inventing false 
threats” over the role of the king. 
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IDÍGORAS

The Torremolinos 
palms are dying 
All the palm trees in Torre-
molinos are dying and I 
don’t understand why. All 
the branches are dry and 
broken and, in many cases, 
half hanging into the street, 
but no one pays them any 
attention.  

I see that they’ve covered 
the base of all the trees with 
a material which, from my 
point of view, stops water 
getting through  and so... 
they’re dying. I’m new to 
Torremolinos, but the con-
sented death of trees, the 
dirt in some streets and the 
terrible state of some of the 

buildings gives me great 
sadness. 
 
SUSANA LLAMAZARES 

Hotel closures in 
Fuengirola 

The hotels Florida and Angela 
have posted on their Facebook 
pages that they will remain 
closed until April 2021. Like-
wise, the management of the 
Yaramar has announced they 
will close on 4 October until 
April 2021. Fuengirola  is go-
ing to be like a ghost town this 
winter. Devastating news for 
so many people. 

 
DAVID WHITE

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

You mention that the local government would petition for 
European funds to be allocated towards building a much-
needed railway connection to Marbella. However, I ques-
tion the actual usage of those funds. For example, more 
than 10 years ago the locality received a substantial Euro-
pean grant to erect a simple sound barrier between the 
motorway and the surrounding residential area of Nagüe-
les, Marbella, as the noise levels were in contravention of 
European regulations. There is still no such barrier and 
there seems to be no movement towards building it. Why? 
Where has the money gone? What controls do Europe have 
over their grants; why does it not follow-up? Why should 
we be trusted with new money? 
DIL PARANJPE

Railway to Marbella

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

A frozen wind whips in 
off the wild Atlantic 
and cuts through the 

historic granite streets of Ab-
erdeen, and one thirty-five-
year-old resident of the town 
decides that this would be the 
perfect time to pop a light 
jacket on and head down to her 
local tattoo parlour. There she 
asks a man with a beard the 
size of Loch Lomond for a new 
bit of skin decoration to make 
her infinite selfies more inter-
esting or something.  

So far, so hipster. Except this 
particular tattoo is about to pro-
pel the woman in question into 
the Guinness book of records. 
It’s only her fifty-second effort, 
so it’s not because she has the 
greatest number of tattoos (that 
dubious honour goes to a chap 
from New Zealand called Lucky 
Diamond Rich - well, of course 
he is - who is officially recog-

nised as having his whole body 
tattooed, including - stop read-
ing here if you’re having break-
fast - the inside of his eyelids). 

No, our Aberdonian friend is 
about to adorn her relatively 
young flesh with a twenty-
eighth portrayal of her favour-
ite musician, Eminem. Poor, 
poor thing - Eminem, I mean. 
Just imagine knowing that 
somebody somewhere on the 
face of the planet has got your 
ugly mug indelibly etched into 
her skin. Twenty-eight times. 
It’s bad enough if your ex-girl-
friend still keeps your photo in 
her purse years after you last 
saw each other, so what psy-
chological damage this must 
being doing to the ageing white 
rapper is anyone’s guess. 

I’ve never understood the 
concept of tattoos. Well, for a 
sailor in Thailand in 1963, I 
suppose I can see the attrac-

tion, but not for a barmaid from 
Barnsley in the twenty-first 
century. Some faux wisdom - 
‘the mountain is lowest when 
it’s at its highest’ or something 
- written in Sanskrit on your 
left thigh doesn’t strike me as 
money well spent, particularly 
when there’s a pub next door. 
Mind you, I was ginger when I 
was younger and everyone 
knows that tattoos on ginger 
freckly people look sad and sin-
ister at the same time. So, per-
haps I’m biased. 

Maybe when I’m older and 
sense that it won’t be long be-
fore I snuff it, I’ll get a tattoo 
just to see what all the fuss is 
about and if I like it, I might get 
twenty-nine of one my favour-
ite musicians just to be able to 
get in the Guinness book of re-
cords. Probably Paul Simon or 
Bruce Springsteen, then - Van 
Morrison’s hat wouldn’t fit.

I got you over my skin

THE MUSIC MAKER 
PETER EDGERTON 
www.e-peter.com
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T alking about poverty in the 21st cen-
tury should be like talking about the 
Black Death or the discovery of the 

wheel. It should be something almost pre-
historic. A fact known only through dusty 
books, waiting for the delight of scholars 
in some prestigious library. A dark and 
shameful period that has been largely over-
come. A time that humanity wished would 
be forgotten. 

Talking about poverty should never, and 
in no way, mean that on the way to work we 

meet a beggar sleeping on cardboard at the 
entrance of a cash machine. Or hearing on 
the news that an old man has died alone in 
his home, because nobody cared. To talk 
about poverty should not be that a child did 
not have a childhood, because along with 
their illusion and innocence, their child-
hood would have been taken away by the 
bombs of a war or the animal instincts of a 
cruel paedophile. 

To speak of poverty should not imply that 
a woman was kidnapped, raped and forced 

to marry, to live abused as a slave, so much 
so that she even dreamed that death would 
come before her. Nor should it mean de-
formed babies with bulging eyes, huge heads 
and scarred ribs, in a skin that cools off be-
cause life escapes them. 

Talking about poverty should not mean 
the terrible suffering of parents forced to 
sell a child. Or talk about monsters capable 
of buying a child and tearing it apart, so that 
they can usurp the blood, liver or kidney. 

Talking about poverty should not only 
be about strategies, figures, meetings and 
conventions; because talking about pov-
erty is talking about human beings. Of peo-
ple, of individuals, of lives; like yours and 
like mine. They are not worse, defective, 
inferior, or guilty. It is just that they have 
not had our luck. There is no other differ-
ence. No matter how hard we try, we will 
not find an excuse.  

That is why to continue to talk about pov-
erty is to talk about the greatest shame of 
humanity. Of its inability to love. Of its lack 
of empathy and generosity. Of a never-end-
ing defeat: good always loses and evil wins. 
Of the tragic irony of reaching the moon and 
not exterminating hunger and thirst. Wa-
ter, bread and peace. 

That is why to speak of poverty with a 
capital “P” is not to speak of theirs but of 
ours. Of the meanness and ricketiness of 
our hearts, which are going down the wrong 
path and will never reach happiness.  

One of their smiles, that are offered to us 
by those who have nothing and give every-
thing, is worth more than the golden and 
stupid treasures that in our ephemeral life 
we are busy accumulating. 

To speak of poverty, in short, is to speak 
of the saddest and most humiliating end of 
humanity.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
CRISTINA MARURI

Talking about poverty

Before, a squirrel could run the length of Spain, jumping from 
     branch to branch

Before 
what?  

Before they 
chopped the 
trees down in 

La Cala del 
Moral?
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IN THE FRAME

V
isiting Anne-Barbara 
Lenzin’s garden and 
studio is a tonic for the 

soul during these exceptional 
times. 

Perched on a hillside just out-
side the small hamlet of Cajiz, 
which belongs to Vélez-Málaga, 
Anne-Barbara’s terraced gar-
den has spectacular views over 
the Mediterranean sea, but that’s 
not all there is to see there. 

Here the visitor will find a 
veritable sculpture garden in 
the making and a ceramic 
treasure trove. Anne-Barbara 
works away in her outdoor stu-
dio and is gradually adding to 
her collection. 

Colourful totem poles, Afri-
can masks and female heads, 
with long eyelashes the most 
beauty-conscious could only 
dream of having, and a collec-
tion of eye-catching ceramic 
bugs adorn both the outside of 
the house and garden. 

In fact it was one of those 
bugs that led to my meeting 
with Anne-Barbara. Nerja Arts 
Society Chair Helen Sijsling had 
recently shown me a photo of  
what she’d bought with the 
money she received from the 
Marsh Award she won earlier 
this year for volunteer work 
with the society. 

 It was one of Anne-Barbara’s 
giant ceramic insects, which 
she’d seen at an exhibition at 
Anne-Barbara’s sister’s house 
(Cornelia Lenzin, who owns El 
Molino de Cajiz). “Do you know 
Anne-Barbara?” Helen asked 
me. I wasted no time in getting 
in touch. 

Anne-Barbara, 61, still lives 
between Basel in Switzerland, 
and Spain. When in Spain she 

is in the house she bought just 
under two years ago. 

Casa el Ventorrillo is an old 
inn which was once a resting 
and watering place used by 
farmers walking up to Bena-
mocarra from the coast with 
their animals, according to the 
artist. 

Early inspiration 
Anne-Barbara explains that her 
aunt was a ceramist and that 
from the age of six, she was al-
ways at her house eager to 
make things. “I was always ask-
ing her things. She was a big 
influence in my life. I remem-
ber the first time I touched the 
clay and it was so organic. I 
loved it.” 

However, Anne-Barbara’s 
creativity eventually led her 
into fashion design, a field 
she worked in for 20 years 
in Switzerland. She also 
worked for IBM for a period 
of time. ”I had to survive 
with two kids,” she admits. 

The artist explains that she 
started to work with clay again 
about 25 years ago, “as a 
hobby”.  

It is a “natural antidepres-
sant” she says, adding, “It 
makes me really happy to do 
something creative. To see how 
things grow and take shape.” 

Anne-Barbara’s influences 
come from an exhibition of Af-
rican art she once went to, 
which “made a big impression” 
on her. She says that she “fell 
in love with the earthy colours 
and beauty”, although she ad-
mits she has never visited the 
continent.  

“Maybe one day when this 
[coronavirus] is all over and we 

can travel again,” she reflects. 
The long eyelashes came 

about as an experiment, and 
ended up being an iconic fea-

ture on the female heads. “I 
like working with wire and I 
decided to experiment with 
clay and wire one day,” the  
ceramist explains. 

As for the insects, she 
laughs, “Don’t ask me why 

I started making them. I pre-
fer the ceramic ones on my 

walls than to see them crawl-
ing around, but I can appreci-
ate their beauty when you look 
at them close-up.” 

The lockdown gave Anne-
Barbara plenty of time to work 
as well as start to think about 
the idea of  creating a sculpture 
garden to open to the public.  

“It is a work in progress, I 
started to do a lot of work to the 
garden during the quarantine, 
but there would be a lot more 
to do if I am going to turn it into 
a sculpture garden,” the artist 
admits. 

In the meantime, she has a 
semi-permanent exhibition at  
El Molino de Cajiz and she will 
be exhibiting at Frigiliana’s Ruta 

del Arte which is on from  
today until Sunday. 

Visitors can make appoint-
ments to see the garden and 
studio, where they can choose 
individual pieces to create their 
own totem poles and buy the 
ceramic heads, insects and 
poppies, as well as see the 
sculptures in situ in Anne-Bar-
bara’s extensive garden.

A ceramic 
treasure trove 
tucked away in 
the Axarquía

 Cajiz.  Anne-Barbara Lenzin 
spent the lockdown creating 
art and contemplating 
opening a sculpture garden

Anne-Barbara Lenzin with one of her iconic ceramic clay heads at her house near Cajiz.  J. RHODES

JENNIE RHODES

FURTHER INFORMATION

 Website:   www.anne-bar-
bara-lenzin.com 
 Frigiliana Ruta del Arte:  
Facebook: 
rutadelartefrigiliana

“Creating is a natural 
antidepressant. It 
makes me really  
happy to do something 
creative and see how 
things grow and  
take shape”

S   One of  Anne-

Barbara’s ceramic 

insects.  

“I can appreciate 

their beauty when 

you look at them 

close-up.”
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MARBELLA 

Financial circumstances 
caused by the pandemic 
have led to the joint 
celebration this year in 
the Palacio de Ferias 

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA
 

Two fairs in one. The organisers 
of Marbella Design and Art Mar-
bella, both annual events in the 
town, decided to merge both into 
one space this year. The double 
display opened in the town’s 
Adolfo Suárez congress centre 
on Thursday last week. Marbella 
Design will remain open until 
Monday (5 October), while Art 
Marbella comes to an end this 
Saturday. 

Marbella Design, considered 
Andalucía’s most important dis-
play of luxury design and interi-
ors, has been put together under 
the creative direction of Alfonso 
Castellón. Designs aimed at the 
hotel industry are a central 
theme with interior projects and 
materials destined to face the 
challenges posed by the Covid-
19 pandemic. 

Participants in the architec-
ture and design section of the 
event include Erico Navazo, Ma-
risa Gallo, Sara Folch, Nicolás 
Escánez, Nezha Kanouni, Nayra 
Iglesias, Soledad Ordóñez Gior-
giano, Mª Paz Torino, Jesús Peña, 
Welcome Design, RD Arquitec-
tos, Soul Arquitectura and Am-
paro Macías. 

Among the locals displaying 
their designs is Fernando Mo-
reno, one of Marbella’s most im-
portant construction and design 
firms; as well as Calligaris and 
Maderas Santaella. 

The Marbella Design pro-
gramme this year has included 
two round table events:  one last 
Saturday entitled Interior De-

sign: Everyday Utopia; and an-
other this Friday (2 October) will 
discuss health and safety in the 
hotel and catering industry. 

Local galleries 
Sharing space in the congress 
centre, Art Marbella brings to-
gether exhibits from numerous 
local galleries such as Reiners 
Contemporary Art, which is dis-
playing the audiovisual instal-
lation Wolkenbilder, by Sali Mul-
ler. Meanwhile the Santaella 
stand is showing works by art-
ists Marisa Vadillo, Javier Map 
and Mónica Vázquez.  

The fair also brings together 
two special projects: two sculp-
tures by Matías di Carlo that 
have never been shown before; 
and the Baroque photographic 
project by Pío Cabanillas.

Marbella merges 
its annual art and 
design fairs in one 
shared space

Guests at the joint opening of the art and design fairs in Marbella last week.  JOSELE

A smaller, more 
Spanish, fair with  
strict Covid protocol 

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
made this year’s Art Marbella 
show a smaller, more Spanish 
affair than usual, with the ab-
sence of international galle-
ries. Its fusion with Marbella 
Design, however, has created 

something “original”, explai-
ned the event’s CEO Alejandro 
Zaia at the opening. “You 
won’t find this in Madrid even, 
or Barcelona,” he added. “Ma-
laga and Marbella can be 
proud.” 

Zaia stressed that strict Co-
vid-19 protocol is in place in 
Marbella congress centre for 
the event. “We’re lucky to be 
able to open.”

Some of the exhibits at the fair.  D. A.
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At first glance you would think 
that southern Spain has few 
similarities to Switzerland. A 
search for Swiss connections, 
however, reveals that the two 
countries are closer than you 
might think. 

Somewhere to stay 

Little Switzerland 

On the Costa del Sol, German-
speaking residents call the 
mountainous area in the Axar-
quía that surrounds Lake Viñu-
ela ‘Die kleine Schweiz’ - ‘Lit-
tle Switzerland’. Though La 
Viñuela is indeed a man-made 
reservoir, it helps create a pic-
turesque landscape within al-
ready glorious countryside. 
They say, it reminds them of 
Lake Bachsee, located above 
the resort town of Grindelwald 
in the canton of Berne. Views 
of the surrounding glaciers, 
mountains and meadows make 
a walk around this Swiss lake 
unforgettable. La Viñuela is 
dominated by a similar back-
drop, La Maroma, which be-
longs to the Sierra de Tejeda 
mountain range. With a height 
of 2,068 metres it is the high-
est peak in Malaga province, 
and that is why its top is usu-
ally covered with snow and ice 
in winter.  

Swiss people are known for 
being lovers of the outdoors. 
Here in “Little Switzerland” 
they can find Camping Rural 
Presa La Viñuela, which offers 
comfortable mobile wooden 
homes and an enormous 
swimming pool. Swimming in 
the lake as well as non-motor-
ised watersports are also per-
mitted. In addition, around the 
lake there are picnic areas, 
some with barbecues.  

The atmosphere 

Hidden gold 

Banking is seen as a symbol of 
Switzerland, where this busi-
ness dates to the early eight-
eenth century through the 
country’s merchant trade. Swiss 
banking is known for its se-
crecy. It is rumoured that there 
are vaults filled with gold un-
der some streets in Zurich, and 
deep in the Swiss Alps, next to 
an old airstrip, is a vast bunker 
holding one of the world’s larg-
est stashes of gold.  

It is believed that there is 
much hidden gold on the Costa 
del Sol too. There could be 
treasure, for example, hidden 
inside the rock that divides 
Rincón de la Victoria and La 
Cala de Moral. According to leg-
end, the Moorish Almoravid 
king, Tashfin ibn Ali, hid his 
treasure in one of the caverns 
of the Cueva del Tesoro (Treas-
ure Cave) in the 12th century. 
This was described in the 17th-
century writings of Fray Anto-
nio Agustín de Milla y Suazo.  

The cave’s other name, Cueva 
del Suizo (Cave of the Swiss), 
dates back to the middle of the 
19th century, when it was 
bought by Antonio de la Nari, 
a Swiss noble from the Swiss 
Guard. According to the legend, 
he explored the cave for twenty 
years in search of the Moorish 
king’s treasure. His search 
ended in 1847, when he died 
in one of the caverns after dy-
namite he had laid to open new 
galleries suddenly detonated.  

The experience 

Chocolate-making 

Switzerland’s chocolates have 
earned an international repu-
tation for their high quality. In 
1875, Swiss confectioner, Dan-
iel Peter, developed the first 
solid milk chocolate using con-
densed milk.  

Nowadays Switzerland re-
mains one of the most famous 
producers of chocolate in the 
world. If a Swiss wants to in-
dulge his chocolate passion, he 
signs up for a local Swiss choco-
late making course. Why not 
open your own chocolate fac-
tory? Eight years ago, Eli McCar-
thy from Ireland did just that, 
setting up the world’s smallest 
chocolate factory in Mijas.  

In her factory, ‘Mayan Mon-
key’,  there is a longitudinal 
conch which was invented by 
Rodolphe Lindt - a Swiss choco-
late manufacturer and inven-
tor. This machine allows the re-
fining of the chocolate particles 
in order to create a very fine 
chocolate. It represented a revo-
lution over the granular choco-
late that was the norm prior to 
its invention.  

Now visitors to the Mijas fac-
tory learn how to make delicious 
chocolate treats as well as how 

to use this machine from the fa-
mous Swiss chocolatier.   

Eating Swiss 

Old Swiss House 

Swiss cuisine on the Costa del 
Sol has been represented by 
Old Swiss House since 1981. 
As you approach this restau-
rant in Fuengirola you already 
feel as if you were in Switzer-
land as the façade is pure 
Swiss style.  

From the very beginning, the 
Swiss chef Isabella Blättler tried 
to follow classical recipes and 
at the same time dared to give  
some of them an Andalusian 
flavour. On the menu there is 
Zurich-style meat and fondues.  

The fondue is a Swiss melted 
cheese dish served in a com-
munal pot and eaten by dipping 
bread on long-stemmed forks. 
Raclette is also made of melted 
cheese but served with boiled 
potatoes, pickles, and cured 
meats. Steaks, roasted on a 

stone, are most popular. Rösti 
- a Swiss version of Spain’s clas-
sic potato omelette - is also 
popular with local people. In 
the restaurant they also know 
how to prepare Malakoff - Swiss 
cheese bread.  

As for the Swiss semi-dried 
sausage Landjäger, it can be 
easily substituted for any Span-
ish ‘fuet’ or ‘longaniza de Payés’ 
that you can find at local super-
markets.  

A souvenir 

A Swiss timepiece 

Every tourist wants to take 
home some chocolate from 
Switzerland, and if they can af-
ford it, a watch too. Switzerland 
is known for watches and home 
to biggest brands. But Spain’s 
‘most luxury’ watch factory is 
situated here in Andalucía.  

Today Spain is associated with 
the Festina Group, that includes 
Calypso, Lotus, Jaguar and 
Candino. Festina originally 

started in La Chaux-de-Fonds, 
Switzerland, back in 1902. It was 
a small watchmaking factory 
founded by the Stüdi family.  

The brand was later passed 
on to Willy Burkhard von Wil-
helm. During World War II, the 
company was relocated to Bar-
celona. In 1984, all rights over 
the Festina brand were ac-
quired by the Andalusian-born 
Miguel Rodríguez Domínguez. 
Although he left La Línea de la 
Concepción for Switzerland to 
avoid compulsory military serv-
ice many years ago, the suc-
cessful businessman never for-
got his native Andalucía.  

Besides the Festina Group’s 
production in Herbetswil (Swit-
zerland), Rodríguez Domínguez 
let the masters in Cordoba keep 
up their jewellery traditions 
and set up a factory that spe-
cialises in gold watches. The 
luxury version of Festina Gold 
Cordoba Chronograph is made 
in Andalucía. 

THE WORLD ON YOUR DOORSTEP

All things Swiss in the south of Spain

La Viñuela, in Malaga’s own Little Switzerland.

The Old Swiss House, Fuengirola.A Swiss noble’s treasure cave in Rincón de la Victoria.

ALEKK M. 
SAANDERS

 Switzerland.  Lakes, mountains, 
chocolate, fondues, watches and a 
cave full of gold... no wonder the Swiss 
feel at home on the Costa del Sol
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GARDENING

The tufted, horned rampion is 
a little alpine plant native to 
Europe. In its native habitat it 
grows in deep clefts in lime-
stone cliffs up to 2,000 metres 
above sea level. These growing 
conditions can be replicated in 
a rockery or alpine garden, or 
in a deep container. 

Its botanical name is Phy-
soplexis comosa, although it 
was originally included in Phy-

teuma as Phyteuma comosum 
and is sometimes still listed as 
such. A member of the large 
Campanulaceae family, Phy-
soplexis comosa is the only  
species in the genus.  

The flowers of this 
low-growing peren-
nial are what 
make it so spe-
cial. Appear-
ing in late 

summer, the cushions of glossy, 
toothed leaves produce dense 
umbels of pale-mauve, bottle-
shaped flowers from which long 
purple tufts protrude. Occasion-

ally pink and sometimes 
white forms occur.  

P. comosa 
produces an 

extensive 
root sys-
tem so 
t h e  
p l a n t -
ing me-
d i u m   
needs to 

be deep  
but not es-

pecially rich. 
It is important 

that it is very free-
draining with the addi-

tion of grit to stop water log-
ging. As too much water is its 
biggest enemy (plus slugs and 
snails which seem to love it), it 
is recommended to give it some 
shelter from rain during the 
winter. 

 The location should receive 
plenty of sun, but with some 
shade during the afternoon in 
the summer. Tufted horned 
rampion, or Devil’s claw as it is 
also known, is quite hardy and 
will withstand frost but not 
long periods of drought.  

Propagation is recom-
mended by division or rhi-
zome cuttings and although 
seeds are offered for sale on-
line, it is very slow growing.  

In the wild Physoplexis co-
mosa (the specific epithet 
means ‘tufted’) is rarely seen, 
probably because it grows in 
inaccessible places, but is 
listed as a plant ‘of least con-
cern’ on the red list of threat-
ened species. The majority are 
found in the Dolomites in It-
aly  as well as Slovenia and 
Austria. 

Physoplexis comosa

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Physoplexis comosa and close up (insert).  WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

This photo was sent in by reader Liv Fridtjofsen. It is of Epiphyllum 
oxypetalum, commonly called Queen of the Night as the flowers 
start to open at dusk. The blooms die the following day.

A night bloomer

LIV FRIDTJOFSEN

Although commonly called screw palms, the genus Pandanus is not 
related to palms. Mature specimens have aerial prop roots and 
smooth trunks. These photos were sent in by Jamie Stonehewer.

The screw palm

the genus.  
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O
pus Dei, one of the most 
controversial institu-
tions of the Catholic 

Church, was founded in Madrid 
by Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer 
y Albás on October 2 1928. At the 
time, Josemaría was a 26-year-
old Spanish Roman Catholic 
priest who is said to have 
been totally commit-
ted to the teaching 
that everyone is 
called to holiness 
by God and that 
ordinary life can 
be the path to 
sanctity. The 
young priest, de-
scribed by Pope 
John Paul II as “the 

saint of ordinary life”, worked 
among the poor and the sick in 
the slums of Madrid; a calling 
which he considered to be God’s 
will for him.  

Opus Dei is Latin for Work of 
God. The majority of members 
are lay people, while the remain-
der are priests governed by a 
prelate - a high-ranking mem-
ber of the clergy appointed by 
the Pope. Around 70 per cent of 
Opus Dei members live with their 
families and work in secular oc-
cupations, while the remainder 
are celibate and, alongside chari-
table and social work, offer train-

ing in how Catholic spiritu-
ality is applied to daily 

life. A central feature 
of Opus Dei, which 
places special em-
phasis on certain 
aspects of Catholic 
doctrine, is its fo-

cus on the lives of 
the ordinary Catho-
lics who are neither 
priests nor monks. 

It teaches the universal call to 
holiness and promotes the be-
lief that everyone should aspire 
to be a saint. 

However, Opus Dei, which 
was given final approval by Pope 
Pius XII in 1950, has been 
fiercely criticised throughout 
its 92-year history and was de-
scribed by one journalist as “the 
most controversial force in the 

Catholic Church”. Even founder 
Josemaría, who was canonised 
by Pope John Paul II in 2002, 
came under attack from critics, 
who labelled him as a “polaris-
ing figure”.  

Most of the criticism was based 
on allegations of secrecy and 
some even say it is a Catholic 
form of Freemasonry. The or-
ganisation was also criticised for 

its support of authoritarian rule 
(including the fascist regimes of 
Hitler and Franco), the mortifi-
cation of the flesh and accusa-
tions of elitism and misogyny.  

Supporters claim that many 
criticisms are based on myths 
concocted by anti-Catholic op-
ponents. The institution received 
global attention following the re-
lease of the bestselling novel 
and blockbuster film The Da 
Vinci Code, although this was 
branded as misleading and in-
accurate.   

Opus Dei founded by “saint of ordinary life” 
Santo Saint 
Iglesia Church 

Sacerdote Priest 

Santidad Holiness 

Fundador Founder 

Rezar To pray 

Polémico Controversial 

Celibato Celibacy 

Laicos Lay people 

Pobre Poor 

Secretismo Secrecy 

Mortificación Mortification 

Obra Work 

Voluntad Will 

Camino Way

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E2 OCTOBER 1928

Thousands attended the canonisation of Escrivá in 2002.  SURRoman Catholic 
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Latin for Work of God, 
Opus Dei focuses on  
the lives of the  
ordinary Catholics  
who are neither  
priests nor monks 

Josemaría Escrivá.  SUR
i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page
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ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE 

TONY BRYANT.  The Andalucía Per-
forming Arts Society (TAPAS) 
raised 500 euros during its fash-
ion show held in Alhaurín el 
Grande last weekend. More than 
80 outfits were showcased by 11 
models and then sold to raise 
funds for local charities.  

This year’s beneficiaries were 
the cancer support group, Un Sí 
Por La Vida; and 4 Paws Adop-
tions, a Malaga-based associa-
tion that finds homes for aban-
doned animals. 

 The guests also enjoyed a 
special performance by the ama-
teur theatrical group’s choir. 

Part of the event was televised 

and will be shown on a main 
stream UK channel early next 
year. 

TAPAS chair Betty Ross said: 
“It was incredibly hard work to 
put this together, but immensely 
rewarding. This shows once 
again that TAPAS is not just a 
choir, but a resourceful family 
who pull off the most amazing 
events for charity and have great 
fun in the process.”

TAPAS fashion  
show raises funds 
for cancer support  
and abandoned 
animals

The show raised 500 euros.  SUR

MARBELLA 

Blanca Samper is the 
youngest person in the 
world to get a double 
Grade 8 in guitar and 
electric bass 

JOSÉ MARÍA MARTÍN
 

Blanca Samper’s story is certainly 
not a common one among people 
her age. At thirteen, she can boast 
of being part of a rock ‘n’ roll band 
that has performed over fifty con-
certs, as well as having an album 
on sale. But now she has one more 
feather in her cap: she has just 
become the youngest person in 
the world to obtain a double Grade 
8 qualification in guitar and elec-
tric bass at the prestigious Trin-
ity College Music in London - the 
equivalent to a higher conserva-
tory degree. 

However, these achievements 
don’t seem to faze this teenager 

from San Pedro who is very calm 
and self-confident. Despite this, 
she says: “When I saw them I didn’t 
know how to react. It was crazy, I 
didn’t expect it.” 

At that time she didn’t know she 
had achieved something no one 
else her age had until she started to 
receive messages from acquain-
tances and strangers alike who 
wanted to congratulate her on her 
success. 

Blanca, who studies at the Rock 
Factory music school in San Pe-
dro, has seen her progress stunted 
by the pandemic. She had to take 
her exam via video, but things are 
starting to look up as her band, 
Devils in the Sky, met up last week 
for their first rehearsal since the 
lockdown. 

“They sounded great,” says Ra-
fael Reyes, Blanca’s teacher. “In ten 
years’ time there will be a lot of talk 
about San Pedro, as many of the 
children who have come through 
here will be in the best groups in 
the country.”

A rock ‘n’ roll prodigy 
at just 13 years old

Blanca, with her electric bass, outside Rock Factory.  J. M. M.

The Ark Christian 
School, a British school 
in C/ Rio Darro (behind 
Mijas Aquapark) for  3 to 
18 year olds is moving 
forward under the 
leadership of its new  
bilingual Head Teacher, 
Katie Bertrán de Lis 
Jones, who has been 
promoted after working 
there as a teacher and 
administrator for 5 
years 

Mrs Bertrán is strengthening 
the Christian values which un-
derpin the school’s mission to 
be able to identify and develop 
individual students’ talents and 
interests. The focus on moral 
values and relationships means 
students learn in a friendly, 
supportive atmosphere where 
they develop confidence and 
positive personal qualities. 

The school prepares pupils for 
Cambridge International Exami-
nations at age 16 (IGCSEs) and 
18 (A Level) allowing access to 
further education in the UK, Spain 
and many other countries. Last 
year, two of its 16-year-old stu-
dents were officially recognised 
by Cambridge as the best in Spain 
awards in English language and 
Travel and Tourism.  

The school was started in 2008 
by members of the Ark Christian 
Church, which holds services 
and other activities on the prem-
ises and hosts a variety of com-
munity activities. As a not-for-
profit organisation, the school 

offers a quality education with 
a limited number of children per 
class for very competitive fees. 

Mrs Bertrán is excited about 
the challenge and says, “I be-
lieve it is time to lift up the fu-
ture generations and help them 
walk into adulthood knowing 
who they are and how each one 
of them is unique with their own 
talents which, by working to-
gether, we can develop both aca-
demically and personally. Let’s 
encourage our students to reach 
for their dreams and let them 
know how important they are in 
making this world a better place 
to live in.”

THE ARK SCHOOL IS MOVING 

FORWARD

ADVERTORIAL - ARK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
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EXHIBITIONS 

Alejandra Millén 

LAS LAGUNAS, MIJAS. Until 9 Octo-

ber. Casa Cultural, C/San Valentín. 

An exhibition of oil paintings entitled 

El Eterno Amor de Colores Comple-

mentarios’. www.alejandramal-

len.com. 

Yul Hanchas  
MIJAS. Until 19 October. Casa Museo 

de Mijas. 

An exhibition of drawings and paint-

ings entitled Andalucía de Hanchas. 

Women  

LA CALA DE MIJAS. Until 26 Octo-

ber. Centro Cultural la Cala. 

This is a collective exhibition by 

twelve artists and a sculptor with 

works based on the theme ‘Women’.  

Art Marbella  
MARBELLA. Until 3 October. Palacio 

de Ferias y Congresos. 

Art Marbella will be holding its sixth 

international  modern and contempo-

rary art fair. This year it will be coor-

dinating with Marbella Design for the 

first time.  

Ana Barriga 
MARBELLA. Until 21 November. Gal-

ería Yusto/Giner. La Ermita industrial 

estate, C/Madera, 9. 

Tonight, 25 September at 7pm, the 

exhibition La Vida del Difunto by Ana 

Barriga will be inaugurated. It con-

sists of 12 large format paintings 

using mixed media (oil, enamel, 

marker, spray can). Attendance is by 

previous appointment only. Email: 

galeria@yusto-giner.com Call: 

951507053 

Chandy Haggett 
MARBELLA. Saturday mornings. 

Marbella bullring. 

Local artist Chandy Haggett is dis-

playing a selection of her screen 

prints in an exhibition entitled Feel-

ings of Andalucía. www.chandyhag-

gett.com/ 

ACA exhibition 
MARBELLA. Until 2 November. Mag-

pie Art Gallery, C/Virgen del Pilar 

The Art and Culture Association Mar-

bella are presenting a new exhibition 

on 2 October. The works on display 

are by Granada resident Andrés 

Aguilera Teruel. 

Diálogos con Picasso 
MALAGA.  Museo Picasso Málaga.  

The exhibition Diálogos con Picasso. 

Colección 2020-2023 includes 120 

works by the artist among which is 

the cubist sculpture Copa de Absenta 

(1914) and the painting Susana y Los 

Ancianos (1955). www.museopicasso-

malaga.org. 

Centre Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

Nicolás de Staël. Until 29 November. 

Born in St Petersburg in 1914 but 

exiled in France, Staël exhibited for 

the first time in 1944. His abstract 

works reflect an austere and sombre 

time, but gradually incorporate more 

light and colour towards 1952 when 

he adopted a more figurative style of 

painting. 

From Miró to Barceló. The semi-per-

manent exhibition is entitled De Miró 

a Barceló. Un siglo de arte español.  

(A century of Spanish art). Pablo 

Picasso, Joan Miró, Salvador Dalí and 

Luis Buñuel were precursors of new 

ways of seeing and creating and their 

legacy still lives on. This chronologi-

cal journey through a century of 

Spanish art shows that the genera-

tion of contemporary artists has kept 

alive the spirit of the avant-garde 

with extraordinary energy. 

Charo Carrera. Until March 2021. The 

main staircase in the Centro Pompi-

dou is the site for the painting Si yo, 

Si tú by veteran artist Charo Carrera. 

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
MALAGA.  C/Alemania.  

Nan Goldin. Until 25 October. Ameri-

can artist Nan Goldin is the author of 

a sequence of video clips entitled 

Siren in Espacio 5 of the gallery. 

Bosco Sodi. Until 6 December. Ergo 

Sum is the first solo exhibition by 

Bosco Sodi in Spain. It consists of 30, 

large, black, monochromatic paint-

ings and several golden sculptures.  

Philippe Pasqua. Until 29 November. 

El Lado Oscura is the title of this 

exhibition which encompasses 40 

works completed by artist Philippe 

Pasqua over the last 30 years. It 

includes large format paintings, 

drawings and sculptures. The major-

ity of the pieces portray faces and 

nudes of disabled children, transgen-

der persons, prostitutes and mem-

bers of his own family. 

Cela - Picasso 
MALAGA. Until 4 October. Museo 

Casa Natal Picasso. 

The exhibition entitled Trozo de Piel 

demonstrates the relationship 

between two geniuses, Pablo Picasso 

and Camilo José Cela. It consists of 

documents and photos symbolising 

the shared affinities and passions of 

the two friends. 

Luis Alhama 
MALAGA.  Until 10 October. Casa 

Amarilla, C/Santos. 

Fisuras en el Paisaje is an exhibition 

by sculptor Luis Alhama. The author 

is interested in questions related to 

how we define the natural with 

respect to our human condition and 

how this idea allows us to situate 

ourselves in the environment and 

transform it. He has created a series 

of pieces that aim to provide an 

answer through cement sculptures 

with landscapes emerging from 

cracks forming a small bunker that 

hides the sound of the thrush or a 

group of slugs. 

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 9.30 - 

2.30pm. 7 - 9pm Tuesday to Friday. 

9.30am - 9pm Saturday and Sunday. 

Masks. Metamorphosis of Modern 

Identity. Until 10 January 2021. The 

new season’s exhibition running con-

sists of over 100 works by national 

and international artists.  

Charo Carrera 
MALAGA. Until 22 October. Sala 

Alfajar, C/Císter. 

El Legado de Egeria (The Legacy of 

Egeria) is an exhibition by artist Charo 

Carrera. Egeria (Etheria or Aetheria) 

was a Hispanic aristocrat whose let-

ters to friends telling of her trips 

around the world are some of the 

earliest of their kind, written in the 

fourth century. A fragment of her 

‘Itinerarium ad Loca Sancta’ is kept in 

the library in Arezzo, Italy. The artist 

pays tribute to this woman, to her 

spirit of adventure and curiosity.  

When words transform into art 
MALAGA. Until 31 October. Malaga 

Public Library. 

Patrimonio Bibliográfico Malagueño: 

La Biblioteca de la Económica. Una 

Herencia Compartida is an exhibition 

of around 60 books, magazines, pho-

tographs and documents from the 

1850s that record the modernisation 

and culturalisation of Malaga. 

Los Machados 
MALAGA. Until 12 December. Centro 

Cultural Fundación Unicaja.  

Around 200 pieces are on display 

that  form the legacy of the poets, 

the Machado brothers Antonio and 

Manuel. It includes photos, drawings, 

documents and transcripts, many of 

which have not been exhibited in 

public before.   

Enrique Brinkmann 
CHURRIANA. Until 5 January, 2021. 

Casa Gerald Brenan, Calle Torremoli-

nos. 

Artist Enrique Brinkmann has an exhi-

bition of 12 of his works entitled 

Estrellas para Brenan, Obra Gráfica, a 

personal tribute to the writer. Brink-

mann has exhibited in the MOMA  in 

New York as well as many other 

museums and art galleries around the 

world. 

Nigel Gilbert 

EL MORCHE. Until 28 October. Bio 

Beach Club.  

An exhibition of prints influenced by 

comic strips and Japanese woodcuts. 

Ink line and wash are used to set 

down shapes, tones and textures. 

Colours washes are overlaid to build 

up a graphic effect in-depth.  

ANEDA 
NERJA. Until 17 October, 11am 2pm; 

7-10pm. La Sala Municipal, C/Almi-

rante Ferrándiz.  

ANEDA are a group of 20 interna-

tional artists. They will be exhibiting 

a selection of their works. 

Ruta del Arte 
FRIGILIANA. Until 4 October, 11am-

2pm; 4-8pm.   

Over 40 artists representing 14 dif-

Yul Hanchas, Mijas.

ACA, Marbella.

Diálogos con Picasso, Malaga.
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ferent nationalities will be exhibit-

ing their work. The event will raise 

money for sarcoma research. Visi-

tors will be able to meet the artists 

and ask them about their work, which 

ranges from painting and photogra-

phy, to ceramics, mosaics and sculp-

ture. Email: rutadelartefrigili-

ana@gmail.com  

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra 

MALAGA.   

2 October, 8pm. Teatro Cervantes.  

The orchestra plays pieces by Mozart 

and Carl Nielsen. Flautist Pilar Con-

stancio. Tickets: www.teatrocervan-

tes.com/ 

Cervantes Theatre anniversary 
concerts 
MALAGA. Teatro Cervantes.  

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

the theatre the concerts are free but 

seats must be reserved in advance.  

6 November, 8.30pm. Camilla 

George, Jamaican jazz band. 

20 November, 8pm. Juan Diego Flo-

res, opera singer. Accompanied by 

the Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra. 

OFM Chamber Music concerts 
MALAGA.  Auditorium of the Museo 

Picasso de Málaga. 

17 November, 8pm. Cuarteto Mai-

nake. 

Tickets: www.museopicasso-

malaga.org 

Coyote Saloon concerts 
LAS LAGUNAS. Fridays and Satur-

days throughout October. 

10 October. ZZ Rated, ZZTop tribute 

band. 

16 October. Punk rock band the Rein-

fected with covers of the Sex Pistols, 

The Clash and The Damned.  

17 October. Stereo 80pop band.  

23 October. The Moneymakers 

30 October. The Lost Boys. 

Reservations essential. More info 

Coyote Bowling Saloon Facebook 

page. 

Flamenco al Compás 
MIJAS. 16, 17 October, 9pm. Teatro 

Las Lagunas  

The Heredia Cuadro Flamenco will be 

performing on the first night and the 

exceptional flamenco guitarist Carlos 

Haro on the Saturday. Entry is free 

but booking essential. Book from ten 

days before at the Casa Museo 

Pueblo de Mijas, at the Casa de Cul-

tura  Las Lagunas or in the Centro 

Cultural La Cala de Mijas. 

THEATRE AND DANCE 

Danza Málaga 

MALAGA. From 6 October until 1 

November. Teatro Cervantes / Eche-

garay. 

As part of the Teatro Cervantes 150th 

anniversary celebrations the dance 

festival includes 29 events and 16 

shows throughout October. Tickets 

cost 20 euros for Teatro Cervantes 

and 15 euros for teatro Echegaray. 

There are also two shows for children 

(tickets 6 euros). 

Lindy Hop dance classes  
MALAGA. La Térmica.  

Throughout October, November and 

December, Málaga Swing will be 

holding courses in Lindy Hop, a style 

of dancing that originated in a bar in 

Harlem in 192. www.mala-

gaswing.com/intensivo-lindyhop/ 

Johnny G and Melissa 
Carver present Cowboys 
and Kisses,  the 
legendary hits of Johnny 
Cash,  Kenny Rogers, 
Dolly Parton and more 

TONY BRYANT  

FUENGIROLA. The Salon Vari-
etés Theatre in Fuengirola will 
celebrate its grand reopening 
on Friday 9 October with 
Cowboys and Kisses, a night of 
country and western classics. 
Presented by Costa favourites 
Johnny G and Melissa Carver, 
the show presents the best of 
country music legends like 
Johnny Cash, Kenny Rogers, 
Dolly Parton, Glen Campbell, 
Garth Brooks and Shania 
Twain. The show will be com-
plimented by a troupe of 
dancing cowgirls performing 
country waltz and line danc-
ing, so the night promises to 
be must for lovers of a tradi-
tional-style country hoe-down.  

Tickets for the show cost 18 
euros and can be obtained 

from the theatre box office, 
which reopened this week, or 
on 952 474 542, Monday to 
Friday between 11am and 
2.30pm.  

Full social distancing meas-
ures will be in force and masks 
must be worn inside the audi-

torium. Show starts at 7.30pm. 
The theatre’s next produc-

tion will be the West End hit 
musical Evita, which will be 
staged from Wednesday 14 
until Sunday 25 October.  

For more information, see 
www.salonvarietes.com 

Costa favourites Johnny G and Melissa Carver.  SUR

Salon Varietés reopens with 
country music hoe-down

Los Machados, Unicaja Malaga.

Carlos Haro, Las Lagunas. 
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TALKS / LECTURES 

The Arts Society 

NERJA. Lectures online.  

The Arts Society Nerja starts a new 

season of lectures free online for 

members and supporters. The broad-

cast can be seen live on the Art’ Soci-

ety YouTube channel. 

27 November, 2pm. Indian Modern 

Art. Lecturer Georgina Bexon. 

18 December, 2pm. Great Exhibitions 

and the World’s Fairs. Lecturer Mat-

thew Denney. 

Online art course 
MALAGA. Lectures online from 29 

October.  

The online course is in Spanish and is 

called Arte de Vanguardia 100 Años 

Después. It consists of six lectures 

totalling 25 hours by art profession-

als on some of the most important 

art movements of the 21st century 

including cubism, surrealism and 

dadaism. More information: cur-

sovanguardias@mpicassom.org 

CHARITY 

ARCH 

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE. Open every 

Sunday 9am - 2pm.  

The ARCH team at the Rescue Centre 

for Horses and Donkeys have 

resumed their popular Sunday open 

mornings. Visitors can come and 

meet the volunteers and the current 

residents. More information on Face-

book: Centro Andalusi de Rescate de 

Caballos or www.horserescue 

spain.org  

Horizonte Proyecto Hombre 
market 
MARBELLA. 4 October, from 10am. 

Parque de la Alameda. 

The charity has professional workers 

who help people with emotional, 

self-esteem and drug abuse prob-

lems. They are a non-profit organisa-

tion and regularly hold fundraising 

events such as this open-air market 

selling new items of clothing, acces-

sories, home decor etc. https://hori-

zonteproyectohombremarbella.org/  

La Cala de Mijas Lions 

LA CALA. Calle Torremolinos.  

The La Cala Lions Club is holding a 

massive sale at its charity shops 

which will include ladies’ fashions, 

menswear, golf clubs, bric a brac and 

books in several languages - plus cds 

and dvds.  

Clubhouse Gibraltar 
GIBRALTAR. Until 2 October. 304a 

Main Street.  

There is 50 per cent off all clothes 

and bags at the charity shop. Club-

house offers mental health support. 

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR. Fridays, 11am - 

1pm. Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre, 

Avda Moscatel.  

Coffee mornings with coffee, tea or 

fruit juice with a piece of cake. A bou-

tique with a range of new and nearly 

new clothing and accessories.and 

also a wide stock of second hand 

English books. Lux Mundi is unable to 

accept donations of clothing or books 

etc at the moment. 

15 October, 19 November, 17 Decem-

ber. Trip to Gibraltar. Various depar-

ture times and pick-up points. 

Tel.952 543 334 or email: lux-

mundi@lux-mundi.org 

MORE IDEAS 

Free Spanish courses 

NERJA. Nerja Cultural Centre, Calle 

Granada, 45.  

Free Spanish courses for beginners, 

basic and conversation levels. Lim-

ited spaces. To enrol call 671567105. 

Classes run until June 2021. 

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR. Lux Mundi Ecu-

menical Centre, Avda Moscatel.  

Mondays 10.30am - 1pm. Knitting 

and crochet group, learn how to knit 

/ crochet or help make items for 

charity.  

Mondays 10am - 1pm. Craft group.  

Wednesdays 10am - 1pm. Art group.  

Lux Mundi Taize Prayer Meeting 
TORRE DEL MAR. 30 October, 

8.15pm. San Andrés parish church. 

Place a candle with the names of 

loved ones who have departed and 

pray for all those who have lost their 

lives through the pandemic. Send an 

email or Whatsapp to be included in 

the prayers. Call: 952 543 334 or 

email: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Guided walks 
CÁRTAMA. Cártama town hall.  

Limited places. Reservations up to 

Friday before the walk at Cártama 

town hall or call: 951 010 872  

4 October. 15km hike through Sierra 

de las Nieves, Yunquera and El Burgo.  

25 october. Cordoba mountains and 

Sierras Subbéticas. 

22 November. 16km Quejigo Route 

into the town of Jubrique in the Ser-

ranía de Ronda.  

13 December. 8km tour of El Peñon 

de Algámitas in Seville. 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es 

Greenland: 21.00 (Tues). 

Room:  22.20 (Tues). 

Tenet: 19.05 (Tues) 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

Rifkin’s Festival: 19.20 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

Falling: 20.20 (Tues). 

Rifkin’s Festival: 20.30 (Tues). 

Tenet: 21.20 (Tues). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com 

Rifkin’s Festival: 16.30, 20.10, 22.05  

(every day). 

Falling: 16.40, 20.15, 22.25 (every day). 

The Trial of the Chicago 7: 20.00 

(every day). 

Tommaso: 22.25 (every day). 

Love Sarah: 18.20 (every day). 

Song to Song: 22.30 (every day). 

Cinesur Miramar 
FUENGIROLA. Avda de la 

Encarnación. Tel: 952198600. 

Greenland: 18.00 (every day). 

Rifkin’s Festival: 15.45 (Sat, Sun); 

18.00 (every day); 19.00 (Mon, Tues, 

Thurs). 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

Rifkin’s Festival: 21.00 (Tues).

The stars of the show, 
which will take place in  
restaurants, instead of 
the Majuelo park, will be 
custard apples, mangoes 
and avocados 

JENNIE RHODES 

ALMUÑÉCAR. The twenty-sec-
ond Almuñécar gastronomy 
fair (Feria Gastronómica) will 
be taking place in a number  
of restaurants in the town 
from 9 to 25 October. 

Unlike in previous years,, 
the event won’t be taking place 
in the Majuelo park due to the 
coronavirus restrictions. 

Instead restaurants in the 
town had until 30 September 
to register their intention to 
take part. Once the final list has 
been drawn up, details of the 
participating establishments 
will be available on Almuñécar 
town hall’s website and social 
media pages. 

Locally grown subtropical 
fruit will be the star of this 
year’s fair and each dish must 

include either custard apples 
(chirimoya), mango or avocado 
- or indeed all three. 

Each dish will cost between 
six and 10 euros and prices 
will be set by the individual 
restaurants. 

Revealing plans for the 
event in September, Almuñé-
car’s  councillor for Business, 
Francisco Robles Rivas, said,  
“We still want to go ahead 

with the event, which is al-
ways popular with the general 
public, although due to the 
pandemic, we have decided to 
hold it in the participating 
restaurants. 

“We also want to help 
promote the subtropical fruit 
sector.” 

For information on partici-
pating restaurants visit: 
www.almunecar.es.

One of the dishes served at last year’s fair.  SUR

A month of gastronomy and 
subtropical fruit in Almuñécar

TORREMOLINOS 

Ruta del Rock called 
off but plans for new 
events are being made 

TONY BRYANT.  Torremolinos 
town hall has announced that 
the ninth edition of the Ruta 
del Rock, which was due to be 
held over two weekends in No-
vember, has been cancelled. 
The cultural department has 
now decided that it would be 
difficult to adhere to the health 
and safety regulations set out 
by the regional government 
regarding gatherings.   

Councillor for Culture David 
Tejeiro explained that the 
town will wait until the situa-
tion is “more favourable”. 
However, the councillor ex-
plained that  plans had been 
set in motion to organise a 
new series of live music 
events in the bars on the 
town’s fairground later this 
year.  “At a time when the 
health situation has worsened 
again, we consider it unwise 
to organise outdoor concerts 
without strict capacity con-
trol, and that is why we have 
decided to postpone this 
event for now.  

“However, we have set up 
a new cultural programme to 
take place in the last quarter 
of the year and we will be an-
nouncing the details shortly,” 
the councillor said.

Online art course, Malaga.
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Y ou come home from the 
nightclub with a constant 
whistling sound in your 

ears; it is something that has 
probably happened to everyone 
at some time. It is due to an irri-
tation of the nerve endings of the 
inner ear, caused by prolonged 
exposure to loud noise, and it nor-
mally disappears within a few 
hours. What some people find, 
though, is that they start to hear 
this noise and it is still there 
months later, with no apparent 
cause. If it happens to you, it’s not 
because somebody is saying bad 
things about you, as old wives’ 
tales would have us believe, be-
cause it is almost certainly due to 
tinnitus.  

Tinnitus occurs in response to 
noise, which can be constant or 
intermittent, and can be in both 
ears or just one. We hear it even 
though there is no exterior acous-
tic stimulus. It can take different 
forms: buzzing, ringing, whistling, 
clicking or hissing.  

The volume of sound varies in 
each person and in some cases it 
can be so loud that it affects con-
centration or makes it difficult to 
hear anything else. In fact, in 70 

per cent of cases tinnitus is ac-
companied by a loss of hearing 
and is one of the principal causes 
of deafness.  

It is calculated that in Spain 
about seven per cent of the popu-
lation suffers from tinnitus and, 
curiously, singers such as Phil Col-

lins, Bob Dylan, Barbara Streisand 
and actors like Gerard Butler, Halle 
Berry and Robert Redford have 
undergone treatment for it.  

Clinically, tinnitus is divided 
into two types. One occurs in re-
sponse to real sounds that are pro-
duced elsewhere in the body (such 

ELENA MARTÍN 

Alberto Martín 

Madrid  Age 37 

“Two years ago, before going to 
bed, I noticed a whistling in one 
ear as if I had just come back from 

a discotheque. I didn’t take much 
notice because it had happened 
before and had always gone by 

the next morning, but this time 
that didn’t happen. Since then I 
have had a constant whistling 

noise in both ears, especially the 
left one, and above all when eve-
rything around me is quiet. 
I couldn’t think what had set it 

off. I have always looked after my 
health, including my hearing. At 
first it was dramatic, because it 

completely changed my life. I 
couldn’t sleep at night, sit in si-
lence, listen to music, watch a 

film, or stop thinking about the 
whistling sound because I heard it 

all the time. 
 As a result my health suffered 

through the lack of sleep and the 
stress, and it affected my family 
and social relationships.   
Since then I have seen all the spe-

cialists imaginable, from ear, nose 
and throat to neurologists, psy-
chiatrists, maxillofacial and even 

an acupuncturist, who was the 
one that helped me most.  
The treatment that I follow is a 

wide combination of therapies, 
including a change in my diet (no 
coffee, very little sugar or salt), 
change of habits (sleep hygiene, 

exercise, relaxation, avoiding 
loud noises), acupuncture, sound 
and psychological therapies, 

some nutritional supplements 
and medication. With all that I 
have managed to recover a cer-

tain normality and be less aware 
of the tinnitus.” 

TWO REAL CASES

Raquel García 

Madrid  Age 19 

“I started to have a whistling 
sound in the ears when I was 15, a 
couple of days after I had come 

back on a plane (there was a 
change in pressure that caused a 
barotrauma). I looked on the 
internet to see what might be 

happening to me and what I read 
really worried me. That night I 
couldn’t sleep, but as I didn’t want 

to worry my family I didn’t say 
anything. Finally, in desperation, I 
just had to tell my parents.  

They took me to an otologist, who 
prescribed tablets to help me 
sleep and told me that I should try 
not to take any notice of the 

noise, but I couldn’t do that.  
At that time I was suffering all the 
normal problems that teenagers 

have and I found it very hard to 

deal with the tinnitus. It was espe-
cially bad in quiet indoor places, 
especially before going to sleep or 

when I was studying, but finally 
there came a time when I got used 
to it and almost stopped noticing 

it. Unfortunately, during the lock-
down it became very bad because 
I was shut indoors for so long, so I 
have started to go to a centre 

which specialises in tinnitus now. 
They give me psychological help 
and physiotherapy, because it 

turns out that the ear in which it is 
loudest (the left one) is on the 
side of my body which is most 

tense.  
However, people need to know 
that despite the initial shock, hav-
ing tinnitus isn’t the end of the 

world. If you tackle it positively 
and you are well emotionally, you 
learn to live with it without it re-

stricting your life”.

 What’s that whistling noise 
 I can hear?  ”Tinnitus can be 
reversed, but the majority 
of people learn to live with it”
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as blood vessels, or small bones 
in the middle ear) and they can 
be detected by the sufferer and 
also by a doctor using a ma-
chine.  

The others can only be heard 
by the patient and occur with-
out any perceivable outside 
source or corporal activity.  

Diagnosis and treatment 
The causes are varied, from 
hearing loss due to age, expo-
sure to continued loud noise or 
blockage by ear wax.  

“There are also some medi-
cations that cause ototoxicity 
(damage in the ear), such as as-
pirin, quinine and certain anti-
depressants,” said Francisco 
Lorenzo Molina, head of the Ear, 
Nose and Throat department 
at the Viamed-Virgen de la 
Paloma hospital in Madrid. 

 Other factors that can make 
tinnitus worse are depression, 
anxiety, stress, high cholesterol, 
diabetes and auto-immune ill-
nesses, among others.  

Diagnosis is carried out by 
an audiometry test, an acuphe-
nometry (to determine the fre-
quency and intensity of the tin-
nitus) and a magnetic reso-
nance scan.   

When it comes to treatment, 
this may be medical, if the tin-
nitus is a symptom of an undi-
agnosed condition; rehabilita-
tion, using sound therapies with 
white noise; or through medi-
cation.   

“Surgical treatments are still 
not well documented,” said Dr 
Lorenzo.  

Is there a cure for tinnitus, 
or not? “It is reversible, but what 
happens in 70 per cent of cases 
is that the patients learn to live 
with it without it affecting their 
everyday life,” he said. 

This autumn coronavirus, 
flu and common cold will 
all exist at the same time. 
They share some 
symptoms but there are 
also some variations which 
help to differentiate 
between them  

RAQUEL MERINO
 

MALAGA. Autumn is the start of the 
dreaded flu season, and that is par-
ticularly worrying this year be-
cause it will overlap with the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.  

Because of the risk of possible 
co-infection of both viruses, the 
Junta de Andalucía has brought 
forward the date for the start of  flu 
vaccinations to 15 October, follow-
ing recommendations from the 
Ministry of Health. 

 People who are considered vul-
nerable (the elderly, chronically ill, 
those with a number of health con-
ditions and medical workers) will 
have the flu jab first, and this year 
teachers will also be included and 
will be among those who receive 
the first doses.  

This fear of flu and the new co-
ronavirus existing at the same time, 
and that of health centres becom-
ing overwhelmed, has led the 
authorities to recommend that the 
population in general should have 
the flu jab, so they have ordered 
extra supplies to be distributed to 
health centres. However, this has 
led to a shortage of the vaccine at 
pharmacies, and they are now 
warning about the problems this 
could cause.  

So much is abnormal in this 
‘new normal’ and, given the con-
fusion which could arise with the 
appearance of symptoms which 

also occur with Covid-19, flu and 
a simple common cold, we thought 
it would be is a good idea to look 
at the differences between these 
three conditions, to help us deter-
mine which is which.  

Coronavirus symptoms 
The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) says the most normal 
symptoms of Covid-19 are fever, 
a dry cough and tiredness. Other, 
less common symptoms which 
affect some patients are aches 
and pains, nasal congestion, 
headache, conjunctivitis, sore 
throat, diarrhoea, loss of taste or 
smell, skin rashes or a change of 
colour in the fingers and toes. 

 In the most serious cases, Co-
vid-19 patients have difficulty 
breathing, pain or pressure in the 
chest and the inability to speak 
or move. The illness can lead to 
pneumonia, kidney failure and 
even death.   

The WHO says that people of 
any age who have fever or a cough 
and find it difficult to breathe, 
have chest pain or difficulties in 
speaking or moving “should seek 
immediate medical attention”. 

 It advises ringing the local 
health centre first, so they can 

organise for the patient to be 
taken to the most suitable medi-
cal centre or hospital. As to how 
long Covid-19 lasts, that is very 
variable.  

Flu symptoms 
Covid-19 and seasonal flu have 

various symptoms in common, 
such as fever, generally feeling 
unwell, a very runny nose with 
mucous in the throat or respi-
ratory passages, and while some 
people with Covid-19 might get 
a headache, with flu it is very 
usual. People with flu also have  
muscular pains, alternate be-
tween feeling hot and cold and 
can have a red face, vomiting 
and diarrhoea. The symptoms 
happen all at once, while in the 
new coronavirus they tend to be 
more gradual.  

With regard to how long it 
lasts, flu needs at least a week 
of rest, although some symp-
toms such as the cough can last 
for a week or two longer.  

Symptoms of a cold 
The common cold is character-
ised by a runny nose or conges-
tion, in other words a great deal 
of mucous, cough, sore throat, 
sneezing and in some cases gen-
erally feeling unwell and hoarse-
ness. Fatigue, fever and diar-
rhoea are not symptoms of a 
cold. A cold normally lasts for 
about ten days. 

How to differentiate between 
symptoms of flu and Covid

A runny nose is a symptom of both a common cold and flu.  SUR
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 US icon.  Tomato 
ketchup’s main 
market is in the US 
where it is more 
than a sauce, it has 
become a cultural 
symbol

S   Low sugar. 
For a healthier 

ketchup choose a 
low sugar or low 
salt product.

X Spices.  
Ketchup usually  
contains spices 

that accentuate 
the umami flavour.

Ketchup, the umami of the West

ESPERANZA 
PELÁEZ

W   Choose quality.  
Check the list of in-
gredients when 

picking a brand of 
ketchup and con-
sume in moderation.

In Spain, according to the last 
ketchup consumption report 
of Mercasa (public company 

of the food distribution sector), 
21.4 million litres of the tomato 
sauce were sold in 2018, which 
means a consumption of half a 
litre per person, per year, only 
surpassed by mayonnaise from 
a jar, which monopolises more 
than 50% of the sauce market. 

 The highest consumption 
occurs in middle and upper class 
homes, in families with children 
between 6 and 15 years old, and 
in homes where the purchaser is 

under 35 years old. Are you sure 
you don’t have a bottle in your 
home? 

Junk food 
It is true that it is considered a sym-
bol of junk food, because it usually 
accompanies burgers etc, rather 
than its composition, in which a 
high amount of sugar stands out 
(22.8g per 100g in the world’s best-
selling brand, Heinz, of which one 
fifth is provided by ripe tomatoes 
and the rest by corn syrup) and 
1.8g/100g of salt, in addition to the 
main ingredient, concentrated to-

mato paste, vinegar and spices. It 
is precisely the predominance of 
concentrated tomatoes in ketchup 
and its popularity in the United 
States where 97% of homes con-
sume it daily, that in 1981, the De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) 
proposed to give it the category of 
vegetable and subsidise it as a com-
ponent of school menus. It didn’t 
work because it was considered a 
condiment and not an ingredient. 
However 100g of ketchup contains 
only 108 calories, few compared 
to the 552/100g in a jar of mayon-
naise, and 0.1g of fat. 

From a palatability point of view, 
it contains the three flavours that 
we are biologically predisposed to 
consider palatable (umami, sweet 
and salty) to which is added a touch 
of acidity that makes everything 
light up. From the point of view of 
texture, it’s a gel. This explains its 
resistance to coming out of the jar 
when it has been stored for a long 
time, because the solid part of the 
sifted tomato forms microfibres 
that adhere to each other, which 
when shaken, break. The gel be-
comes fluid and the ketchup co-
mes out easily (it is widely used as 

an example in school experiments 
on fluids of varying viscosity). But 
in addition, this texture allows it 
to expand and coat the tongue, sti-
mulating the taste buds for longer 
than if it were liquid. 

Henry John Heinz 
The inventor of modern ketchup 
was Henry John Heinz, born in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1844, 
three decades after the physician 
and horticulturist James Mease 
published the first recipe for ‘to-
mato ketchup’ in the United Sta-
tes. In England, someone had al-
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Investor’s Guide

T
here is no country where 
restaurants are not falling 
like nine pins, so it is not 

rocket science to predict that no 
new ones are likely to open in 
the foreseeable future. Tradi-
tionally most restaurant projects 
have relied on private invest-
ment. No banks will finance 
them unless franchises and big-
name chefs are involved. This is 
not surprising when we take into 
account that across the board 
the majority of ventures do not 
survive past the six-year mark, 
probably because there is more 
to running a restaurant than 
cooking and serving food. There 
are endless operational proce-
dures, suffocating regulatory re-
quirements, and antisocial 
hours resulting in minimal fam-
ily life.  

So it was rather unexpected 
that a veteran sponsor of the 
catering industry went on re-
cord last week as having been 
delighted with his invest-
ments. Clearly, he knows 
something most people do not. 
The key is food trucks. He has 
financed four, and in every 
case has recovered his invest-
ment with profits in less time 
than anticipated.  

From Delhi to the West Bank, 
from Hong Kong to Lima, limit-

less success stories abound, to 
the extent that food trucks cur-
rently appear to be the best in-
vestment in catering. Setting up 
in the business costs 30% of that 
for a conventional restaurant 
with much lower capital and 
running costs. Best of all, if the 
first location does not work, 
drive off around the corner and 
try there.  

Eating at food trucks is not 
for every age group, but the 
market is big enough to guar-
antee a profitable return on the 
investment.

ANDREW J. LINN 

Aragonia Vendimia Seleccionada 

2013 

Supermarket wines are the 
biggest national sellers and for 
this reason the large chains 
are taking increasing care to 
refine their offer. A red Gar-
nacha from Campo de Borja, 
this Lidl se-
lection has 
obtained in-
ternational 
awards, and 
is really very 
good value at 
around seven 
euros

WINE OF THE WEEK

ready had the idea of using this 
fruit, which originated in Central 
America, for a sauce. 

The food historian Andrew 
Smith in his book ‘Ketchup, a his-
tory of America’s national seaso-
ning’ traces its arrival in the US 
brought by British immigrants. 
English sailors had introduced 
the sauce to the UK in 1680, co-
ming from Southeast Asia. In In-
donesian, ‘kejap’ (or ‘kecap’) 
means sauce, and in particular, 
the word alluded to sauces with 
a powerful umami flavor from fer-
mented soybeans or fish, some-
times thickened with starch, 
which so pleased the British pa-
late that they immediately began 
to imitate them. 

To make it, all sorts of produ-
ce was used, from mushrooms 
(mushroom ketchup was one of 
the first marketed in packaging), 
to oysters, anchovies and even 
nuts. The problem was the results 
were not always satisfactory and 
it did not keep well. As tomatoes 
were seasonal they had to be pre-
served, either by fermentation 
which did not help the deve-
lopment of the umami flavours 
like cooking did, or with the addi-
tion of large quantities of rum or 
whisky which made it unsuitable 
for children. Finally sodium ben-
zoate was added, a chemical pre-
servative that began to be widely 
questioned in the mid-nineteenth 
century. 

In 1876, Heinz, one of the 
greatest opponents of benzoate 
(which today is still used in many 
commercial brands), launched 
his first batch of ketchup. He 
chose a glass bottle that allowed 
the intense red colour of the ripe 
tomatoes to be seen.The ripe to-

matoes, which besides having a 
sweeter flavour than the green 
ones, were also richer in pectin 
and thickened the sauce, and he 
added more vinegar instead of 
alcohol to help preserve it and 
distinguish it from other types 
of tomato-based sauces. A se-
cret mixture of spices and the 
extra addition of sugar made his 
sauce addictive. A few years later, 
it was selling 13 million bottles 
a year worldwide. Today, the 
company, now in the hands of 

multinationals in the food in-
dustry, sells 650 million bottles 
a year. The Dutch plant alone, 
which produces for the EU, 
manufactures 1.8 million bot-
tles per year - 175,000 tonnes.  

In an interesting article in The 
New Yorker (‘The ketchup conun-
drum’, the enigma of ketchup), 
journalist Malcolm Gladwell des-
cribes how attempts by certain 
firms to launch gourmet ketchups 
have failed in the face of the 
roundness of the Heinz formula, 
which remains the model for all 
brands, although in recent years 
the firm has launched low-salt va-
rieties with no added sugar or 
corn starch, in line with the 
growing concern for dietary 
health in its main market, the 
US, where ketchup is for many 
reasons a cultural symbol.

English sailors brought 
‘kejap’ back from 
Indonesia and British 
immigrants later took the 
sauce to the US 

Homemade 
ketchup 

Ingredients:  

1 kg very ripe tomatoes or one 
large tin of pureed tomatoes, 70g 
brown sugar, 100ml vinegar, ½ tsp 
celery salt, 1tsp onion salt, ½ tsp 
garlic salt, ½ tsp powdered mustard, 
1 clove, ½ glass water, ground black 
pepper. 

  Preparation 

Peel, chop and sieve the 
fresh tomatoes if using. Put 
the pureé in a saucepan, 
add the spices, the vinegar 
and 50g of the sugar and heat 
slowly, stirring occassionally 
until the tomatoes have reduced 

in volume by about a half. Re-
move the clove and check the 
seasoning, adding more salt and 
sugar if required. Add the black 
pepper and mix well. Liquidise 
to make a smooth sauce. 

Note: it is advisable to add 
the sugar in two steps as very 
ripe tomatoes contain natural 
sugars. This way you can check 

that the sauce is not go-
ing to be too sweet. 

This can also be 
done with the 
vinegar. 

Fresh onion, 
garlic and celery 

can also be used 
but these must be 

fried first until they 
start to caramelise.
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Cristian’s first goal for 
the club made it two 
wins on the bounce 
for the Blue and 
Whites on Saturday 
evening 

The three points were Malaga’s on 
Saturday evening as they returned 
to La Rosaleda for the first time 
since the summer break for the 
visit of Alcorcón. 

As is often the case in Segunda, 

there was just one goal in it; Cris-
tian’s superb volley from the edge 
of the box - his side’s only effort on 
target during the whole game - 
sealed a win which, despite the 
lack of efforts on goal, never 
seemed in doubt. 

Coach Sergio Pellicer made sig-
nificant tactical changes to his 
side, fielding a 4-4-2 rarely seen 
during his spell in charge, with 
both Orlando Sá and Caye Quin-
tana leading the line. This, how-
ever, completely nullified Al-
corcón’s threat with the Madrid 
side unable to get their most crea-
tive players on the ball and rarely 
getting near Dani Barrio’s goal. 

The only chance the visitors 
had in the first half came from 
attacking midfielder Óscar Arri-
bas whose shot from 25 yards out 
threatened to catch the Malaga 
keeper out but Barrio was ulti-
mately able to fist the ball away 
in unorthodox fashion. 

Malaga grew into the game as 
the first half wore on and their 
opening came just before half 
time when Cristian, coming in off 
the right, was picked out by José 
Matos’ inch-perfect cross from 
the left, volleying his effort in off 
the inside of the left-hand post. 

Trailling, the visitors were on 
the front foot during the second 

half but could only muster two 
half chances. The first saw Iván 
Barbero head a cross from the 
right well over the bar while Sam-
uel Sosa’s freekick was hit straight 
down Barrio’s throat and the 
keeper was able to hold on. 

What’s more, Alcorcón’s hopes 
of an equaliser were further ham-
pered in the closing stages when 
Richard Boateng received his sec-
ond yellow card. 

“To get six points from the first 
three games is fantastic for us,” 
said Pellicer following the game. 

“When the team gives every-
thing, no one can criticise us. You 
can see we have a solid [defen-

sive] block, but to get there you 
have to work very hard so the 
credit goes to the players, to eve-
ryone. 

“The group is getting stronger. 
But nobody can afford to relax. 
We have 24 hours to celebrate, 
then on to prepare for the Rayo 
game [on Saturday].” 

This sentiment was echoed by 
match-winner Cristian: “We’re 
forming a family; we understand 
the situation we’re in, and we fight 
every day. Very few teams are go-
ing to beat us; we’ll give it our all, 
with humility and with our feet 
on the ground. We know the sea-
son is very long.”

Efficient Malaga get off to a winning start on 
their long-awaited return to La Rosaleda 

DARYL FINCH 
 

The players rush to celebrate the goal with Cristian just before half time.  SALVADOR SALAS

1-0 
MALAGA-ALCORCÓN 

 Malaga:  Dani Barrio; Calero, Juande, Es-
cassi, Matos; Cristian, Ramón (Bou-
lahroud, 86’), Benkhemassa, Rahmani 
(Juan Cruz, 93’); Orlando Sá (Jozabed, 
65’), Caye Quintana. Unused substitutes: 
Gonzalo, Benítez, Luis Hernández, Quin-
tana, Rolón, Mini, Issa, Larrubia, Hoyos. 

 Alcorcón:  Dani Jiménez; David Fernán-
dez, Castro, José Carlos; Laure (Víctor 
García, 74’), Boateng, Gorostidi, Bellvís 
(Samu Sosa, 58’); Hugo Fraile; Óscar Ar-
ribas (Barbero, 58’), Marc Gual (Ernesto, 
74’). Unused substitutes: Samu Casado, 
Escobar, José León, Aguilera, Reko, 
Guito, Cavafe, Juanma. 

 Goals:  1-0: Cristian (43’). 

 Referee:  Pulido Santana. Sent of 
Boateng for a second yellow card (85’). 
Yellow for Ramón. 

 Ground:  La Rosaleda.

The club has now 
changed its policy, 
giving the coach more 
power compared to  
previous years 

SERGIO CORTÉS 

MALAGA. In recent seasons the 
players have been, in the words 
of the club hierarchy, “the own-
ers of the club”. When it came to 
travel and hotel arrangements, 
the choice of food service and 
even the naming of the three club 

captains, the decision always lay 
with the players themselves. How-
ever, in the case of the latter, there 
will be a change in policy: head 
coach Sergio Pellicer will this time 
get to choose one of them. 

Until now, the coach didn’t have 
much say beyond what happens 
on the training ground and dur-
ing match days. Now, though, 
there will be a slight shift to give 
the coach greater overall power,. 
That said, decisions made by the 
coach will still require the back-
ing of sporting director, Manolo 
Gaspar and the judicial admin-
istrator, José María Muñoz. 

On the first match day this sea-
son, Pellicer sprung a surprise 
by naming young defender Is-
mael Casas as the captain, even 
with more senior players on the 
pitch at the time. 

The coach said that he took the 
decision because the full-back has 
the necessary values for any player 
who wears the armband. The sec-
ond to meet his criteria was an-
other young defender, Juande, 
who took it over in Castellón when 
Ismael was substituted and re-
tained it against Alcorcón. 

Pellicer stressed that when the 
transfer window closes on 5 Oc-

tober, it’s the players who choose 
the captains - though only two of 
them. This therefore leaves the 

door open for Ismael to remain 
captain for the remainder of the 
season.

The players will still choose the next 
captains, but Pellicer will have his say

Ismael wore the armband for the first time in Tenerife.  AGENCIA LOF
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Jairo, Pablo Chavarría, 
Juan Soriano and Josua 
Mejías all joined this week 
as the club managed to 
let eight players go as 
part of its ERE mass 
redundancy plan 

ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. Malaga are showing no 
sign of slowing down in the trans-
fer market, completing their 
tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thir-
teenth signings of the window 
during a busy week at La 
Rosaleda. 

Defender Josua Mejías, 23, is 
the latest to arrive, joining on a 
season-long loan from Leganés 
on Tuesday. This was announced 
shortly after the signing of winger 
Jairo Samperio, who has been 
given a two-year deal after leav-
ing German side Hamburg. 

Jairo, the most high-profile of 
the signings so far, returns to 
Spain after a spell in Germany 
with Mainz and Hamburg. The 
27-year-old first came to promi-
nence with Racing Santander, 
making his debut having just 
turned 18, before earning a move 
to Sevilla with whom he won the 
Europa League. 

Monday was also a busy day for 
the club as both Pablo Chavarría 
and Juan Soriano completed year-
long deals, filling spots in what 
have been two problem positions 
for the Blue and Whites for the 
past year. 

Thirty-two-year-old Chavarría 
joins on a free transfer after nego-
tiating his exit from Real Mallorca, 
while Soriano, 23, joins on loan 
from Andalusian rivals Sevilla. 

The former is the third striker 
to sign this summer (after Or-
lando Sá and Caye Quintana) 
though the Argentinian can also 
play on the wing. With Mallorca 
in La Liga last year he made 15 
appearances but failed to score 
a single goal. In the previous sea-
son with French side Reims, he 
scored five goals in 30 appear-
ances in Ligue 1. 

Soriano was also playing in La 
Liga last season, making 11 ap-
pearances between the sticks for 
relegated Leganés. He will come 
in to provide competition for Dani 
Barrio who was up until now the 
only goalkeeper on a professional 
contract. 

ERE completed 
Despite having made 13 new sign-
ings already, the work is not done 
for sporting director Manolo Gas-
par. Central defence remains an 
area with little cover and the sign-
ing of Luis Muñoz, whose con-
tract with Malaga expired in the 

summer, remains a priority. 
Muñoz’s second coming, how-

ever, has been reliant on the out-
come of the club’s ERE mass re-
dundancy plan coming to fruition.  

An agreement was reached on 
Monday between the club and the 
committee appointed to repre-
sent those affected and it was fi-
nally ratified on Tuesday. 

This means that eight players 
(Juanpi, Luis Hernández, Dani 
Pacheco, Badr Boulahroud, 
Emanuel Cecchini, Diego 
González, Renato Santos and Es-
teban Rolón) have had their con-

tracts terminated.  
The club had announced ear-

lier in the summer that all first-
team players would be included 
in the drastic measure to reduce 
the wage bill, but some players 
were sold in the meantime (Keidi 
Bare, Tete Morente, Álex Mula 
and Iván Jaime), while others left 
on free transfers (Adrián, Juankar, 
Munir and Cifu). 

Defender David Lombán, who 
was included in the ERE, will re-
main at the club after agreeing to 
take a pay cut. Likewise, Mo-
hamed Benkhemassa will remain 

part of the squad as his wages 
were relatively low to begin with. 

This means that with the only 
two survivors from last season 
(Benkhemassa and Lombán), plus 
the 13 signings, the imminent ar-
rival of Muñoz and the conver-
sion of defender Juande’s con-
tract into a professional one, that 
there is only one place left in the 
squad to fill (La Liga only permits 
18 in the case of Malaga for rule 
breaches) ahead of the deadline 
on 5 October. 

There may be a surprise yet to 
come...

New-look squad almost complete as four fresh 
faces arrive and redundancy plan goes through

A. GÓNGORA
 

MALAGA. Investigations into the 
Al-Thani family’s conduct at the 
helm of Malaga CF continue and 
this week it was revealed by po-
lice that four former directors 
at the club had been arrested 
and questioned over their role 
in the purchase of new shares 
in the club on behalf of the Qata-
ris using club funds. 

The unnamed individuals, 
under investigation for fraud 
and money laundering, were at 
the time of the acquisition (July 
2015) the executive vice-presi-
dent, deputy director general, 
head of the legal department 
and head of the finances. 

Irregular payments made by 
the Al-Thanis have also been 
detected with regard to the sale 
and repurchase of vehicles, 
property renovation, courier 
services, dry cleaning, hotels 
and travel, mobile phone top-
ups, credit card payments, pet 
food, petrol, the payment of fines 
and much more.

Four ex-employees 
arrested over role 
in buying shares 
with club funds for 
the Al-Thanis

Sporting director Manolo Gaspar with new signing Jairo on Tuesday.  MALAGACF.COM
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Despite thrashing Cadiz 
10-0 in the quarter-finals, 
a single goal from 
Benalmádena-born 
Noelia was enough to win 
the game for Granada 

MARINA RIVAS
 

MALAGA. A single goal from 
Benalmádena-born Noelia was 
enough to seal Malaga’s women’s 
team’s exit from the Copa de An-
dalucía at the semi-final stage last 
Friday. 

After thrashing Cadiz 10-0 in 
the quarter-finals against Cadiz, 
Malaga came up short against Gra-
nada in Alhaurín de la Torre. 

Granada, managed by former 
Malaga coach José Herrera, dif-
fered greatly in style to Malaga, 
choosing to keep their shape and 
trying to hit on the counter-attack 
while Nati Gutiérrez’s side took the 
initiative for much of the first half 

but couldn’t find the breakthrough.  
The tables turned somewhat in 

the second half as Granada re-
started on the front foot in search 
of the goal as quickly as possible - 
and it eventually came in the 64th 
minutes. Noelia’s header at the far 
post converted a great cross from 
the right by Laura Pérez. 

Though Malaga didn’t let up and 
maintained their intensity until 
the final whistle, 1-0 proved to be 
enough for Granada to book their 
place in the final. 

This pre-season competition, 
however, was ultimately won by 
Real Betis, who ran out 2-1 win-
ners to claim the trophy.

Malaga Femenino fall just short of a 
place in the Copa de Andalucía final

I
 managed to make the eyes 
of Pep Guardiola light up this 
week with one simple ques-

tion “How much pleasure does it 
give you to introduce an acad-
emy player, compared to spend-
ing millions on a superstar?” 

It related to him giving 18-
year-old Cole Palmer his Man-
chester City debut on a wet 
Wednesday at Burnley but clearly 
stoked up his desire to carve ca-
reers and create players rather 
than sign finished articles. It’s 
what he did back in the day at 
Barcelona, and what his old club 
have reverted back to. 

After the tortuous summer, 
there is a quiet revolution taking 
place in Catalonia. With the fo-
cus on Lionel Messi’s rebellion, 
little attention has been paid to 
the complete change of agenda 
within the walls of the Camp Nou. 

Look at the team picture for 
this season and you’ll be for-
given for not recognising half of 
the squad.  When fans are al-
lowed back into the stadium, a 
programme will be a necessity 
to identify some fresh and ex-
citing new talent. 

With a clear out of the ‘thirty-
something’ stars who have 

served the club well, there have 
been pegs up for grabs within 
the changing room. 

Nélson Semedo, Ivan Rakitić, 
Luis Suárez and Arturo Vidal 

moved on and needed replac-
ing as Barcelona also needed to 
balance the books. 

Ansu Fati has already claimed 
countless headlines by becom-

ing Spain’s youngest ever scorer 
and hitting two on the opening 
day of the season. But let’s park 
the 17-year-old for a moment. 
There’s a first teamer a month 

younger!  
Pedri arrived from the Canary 

Islands, where he’d been the 
most-used player at Las Palmas 
last season.  His grandfather ran 
the FC Barcelona ‘penya’ in Te-
nerife.  It was written in the stars. 

The narrative doesn’t end 
there. Sergiño Dest, half Dutch, 
half American, turned down the 
chance to play for the Nether-
lands a year ago.  The coach was 
Ronald Koeman.  Luckily Koe-
man doesn’t hold grudges and 
invested 21 million euros to sign 
the 19-year-old from Ajax.   

Another summer recruit was 
20-year-old Francisco Trincão 
who cost 31 million euros from 
Braga. The fact that he’s already 
made his Portugal debut and has 
a buy-out of 500 million euros 
suggests he’s going places. 

Another statement is giving 
Carles Aleñá the coveted num-
ber six shirt. He made his debut 
in 2016 and was loaned out to 
Real Betis last season but has 
returned as a serious contender 
for the first team.  The same 
goes for Ronald Araújo, a 21-
year-old centre-back who has 
been on the fringes despite get-
ting sent off thirteen minutes 
into his debut last season. 

It could be a memorable sea-
son if the kids can become united.   

La Liga’s official Man of the 
Match sponsor may also require a 
rethink.  Budweiser needed to se-
lect an alternative to Ansu Fati af-
ter his outstanding display against 
Villarreal because he isn’t old 
enough to consume the product. 

Maybe it’s time to launch a 
non-alcohol product with the 
Barcelona next generation in 
mind? That’s “WhassUp”!

Ansu Fati controls the ball with coach Ronald Koeman watching on.  EFE

Out with the old... 
There is a quiet revolution taking place at the Camp Nou under Ronald 
Koeman with plenty of young talent being brought in under the radar

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

Malaga came into the game on the back of a 10-0 win over Cadiz.  MCF
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The youngster from 
Malaga was set to partner 
the veteran in the 
double’s before he tested 
positive for Covid-19 

DARYL FINCH 

MALAGA. A bizarre turn of events 
has left local tennis star Alejan-
dro Davidovich facing an early 
departure from the French Open 
at Roland Garros. 

The 21-year-old lost to Andréi 

Rubliov in the second round of 
the Grand Slam tournament in 
Paris on Thursday evening, 5-7 
1-6 6-3 1-6. 

He had set up the clash with 
Rubliov by seeing off Harold 
Mayot 7-6 (7-5) 6-3 7-5 in a rain-
interrupted first round match 
on Tuesday.  

Davidovich had hoped, how-
ever, to be competing for a 
chance to win his second dou-
ble’s trophy too. The player, who 
calls Fuengirola his home, con-
firmed last week that he would 

be partnering up with veteran 
Fernando Verdasco for the first 
time. However, he was dealt a 
blow at the weekend when it was 
announced that Verdasco had 
been disqualified for testing 
positive for Covid-19. 

The 36-year-old had corona-
virus in August but tested nega-
tive before the Rome Masters 
1000 and the Hamburg tourna-
ment. “My team and family trav-
elled to Paris and had the cor-
responding PCR test done again. 
Everyone was negative except 
me. I tried to explain my history 
and situation to try to apply for 
another test, especially after see-
ing what happened in similar 
cases with other players,” he 
said. However, the tournament’s 
organisers refused to allow him 
to take another test and he an-
nounced on Thursday that he 
intended to sue them.

Verdasco disqualified, 
leaving Davidovich facing 
early French Open exit

Spectators made their first return to the 
Martín Carpena arena in Malaga on Tuesday 
night for Unicaja’s EuroCup game against 
Boulogne Metropolitans 92. The 225 fans 
were treated to a 96-88 win.

Fans return 
to the 
Carpena

 SALVADOR SALAS

AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

The Finn is the first 
international signing in 
the club’s history and 
comes with good 
pedigree, having 
represented his country 

ENRIQUE MIRANDA
 

FUENGIRIOLA. The Fuengirola Po-
tros have pulled off a major coup 
by signing 26-year-old Finnish 
quarterback Henri Väänänen. 

A simple internet search 
proves  his credentials: he is an 
international player with Fin-
land, one of the European pow-
erhouses in American football; 
he is 26 years old; has a tremen-
dous physique and a long record 
of success (Finnish champion 
for the last four seasons). 

Initially, at this modest club 
on the Costa del Sol, they were 
surprised by a player of this level  
showing interest in joining.  

“We contacted him by video-

conference and he explained to 
us that his great motivation is 
to spread American football 
across Europe, that he was at-
tracted by our project and that 
he wanted to come and play in 
Spain with us,” explained Na-
cho Ponce, head coach of Potros, 
the only Andalusian team in the 
A series, the elite of American 
football in Spain.  

The Costa club has to perform 
a delicate balancing act every 
season to manage its finances 
so they were aware that they 
couldn’t offer Väänänen a sal-
ary or a job, as other Spanish 
teams can. 

“He’s not going to be paid any-
thing, we will try to help him 
find a flat and he will collabo-
rate with us in other facets of 
the club, but we cannot give him 
a salary,” says the coach. 

For the Finnish player, who is 
a personal trainer by profession, 
this is no obstacle and he will 
move to Fuengirola to become 
the first international signing in 
the history of the club.

Henri Väänänen in action for the 
Helsinki Roosters.  SUR

Potros make statement of 
intent with signing of Väänänen

Davidovich during his first-round win over Mayot.  EFE
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that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address con- 
tinues on the line below
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STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Marbella 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE many clients actively look-
ing for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Cala-
honda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

ARROYO de la Miel (Benalmadena 
Costa): Edificio Piscis: Beautiful 1 
bedroom furnished apartment. Long 
term for Senior Citizens and very re-
sponsible. 500 Euros month. 
608337300/ 670789798. 

TORREQUEBRADA:  3 bed town-
house, parking, furnished, fantas-
tic sea views.  1,000 Euros per month  
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

BENALMADENA Pueblo: 2 bed, 2 
bath, 90m2 apartment, own gar-
den, swimming pool, sea views. Long 
term 700 Euros per month. 
637717579 

BENALMADENA: Apartment 3 beds, 
large terrace. Winter season. 
655550067 

VILLA long term 4 beds 4 baths 2000 
euros month WhatsApp 678215458 

Estepona 

2 PENTHOUSE apartments avail-
able for short term rent. (Avail-
able immediately). Pelican Park 
Benavista. 2 bed, 2 bath. 285Eu-
ros weekly. Paid in full in advance 
+ refundable deposit. Call Joanne 
00447418007069 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA Benalmadena area, 
selection of the best long term rent-
als. 608450001 Phone/ WhatsApp 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

BEACH House 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
private heated pool.  Private gar-
den. Winter/longer term.  email: 
fwamsterdam@gmail.com 

Mijas 

LA CALA Mijas. Studio, pool, sea 
views, 400 Euros. To see photos: 
www.bit.ly/lacala +34627642642 

MIJAS Pueblo, central. One bed-
room apartment. Community pool. 
Eur400. 650192127 

Property Wanted 

PROFESSIONAL female looking for 
room to rent, long term, in a 
flat/house share, preferably between 
La Cala and Elviria. Pls call Kerry 
627247410 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 

Málaga/Marbella. 678791495 

sparklenripple@hotmail.com 

www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287  

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according 
your needs. Also, we can turn your 
antic pool into a new pool design. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
+34610502623  

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs, renovations.  
Also the very latest technology in 
pool heaters, covers, rollers. 
info@perfectpools.es Tel. 
650348785 

www.wellisspa.es Check all our ja-
cuzzis. Wellis Marbella , Your Hot 
Tub Dealer on the Costa del Sol. Tlf: 
+ 34605502591 

Garden 

THE ARBORIST: Specialist tall tree 
jobs. Cheapest price. Also painting 
houses/ apartments/ villas. 
Whatsapp 637203528 Check Face-
book/ Instagram: Spacialtall tree 
jobs 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also 
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es  

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Office: +34711010971/ 
+34600260534 arbolista@spain-
tree.com/  www.spaintree.com 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH 
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES.  
costadiggers@hotmail.com 
www.costadiggers.com 
678450051  

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists. 
Established 2005. 
634315264//652640871 

REPAIR Remodeling, bathroom, 
kitchen, painting, carpentry. 
www.CKcontractor.com, Cyrus 
619930738 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com  

INTERIOR/ Exterior painting. For 
a quick efficient service call/ 
Whatsapp Ian on 603219176 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture. 
Wallpapering. Call/Whatsapp: Dan-
iel 628066308 www.rainbowpin-
turas.com 

Doors 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain-tech So-
lutions  

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 expert-
gates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/605356469  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered coast 
and inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199  

POLISH  your marble or clean ter-
race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30 
years experience guaranteed work. 
671244683 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 
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SSPONSORSHIP

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

 
  

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-

tic jointing, strips between the glass 

curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. 
Highest quality UPVC windows, 
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass 
replacement fully guaranteed. 
Trade/ public. Showroom. 
952667761/ 680828000  

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 
AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive.  www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287  

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

Property 
Management 
WORRIED about your lovely Span-
ish home? We care for many homes 
on the Costa for 12 years. doneand-
dustedcds@gmail.com 

Cleaning Services 

OVEN cleaning domestic, commer-
cial, professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 

including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

WINDOW cleaning Apartments,Vil-

las, Glass Curtains ,Conservatory 
Roofs, Hard To Reach Glass, Com-

mercial Properties. Registered and 

Insured Professional Service. Call, 
message Scott 611066663 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 

economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

SUSAN Cleaner/ Carer/ Translator. 

603252897 

General Services 
STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Insurance 

Translators 

TRANSLATIONS All languages. 
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com 

OFFICIAL translations. all languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654 613 094. 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Architects 

ARCHITECT in Costa del Sol. Dedi-
cated to integral and partial reforms 
including direct manufacturers with 
unique designs at a very good price. 
English, French and Spanish lan-
guages. Copetta +34687880199 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147  al-
an1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

for sale Spanish company registered 
for trading in cosmetics. No debts, 
taxes paid to date, price 1000 euros. 
Enquiries text 663872396 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 

Packaging materials. Self Storage 

Marbella 952811311 

Lawyers 

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE!! www.yarzalwayers.com 
0034619930052 

SANCHEZ Romero Lawyers Solici-
tors criminal civil Marbella 
952755209 www.sanchezro-
mero.com.es 

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 
on time. 651081610 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917  

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
livieries, clearances. 20 Euros hour 
+ fuel. Steve 602637242 

BRITSH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal British Removal 
Company 

WORLDWIDE shipping, door2door 
service. British Removal Company 
SL. www.brcspain.com 
952426463 

VANMOVES. Small removals, clear-
ances, Ikea collections, 20eur/ hourly. 
Experienced. 603257612 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071  

FURNITUREwanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

CASH: Wanted furniture, garden, 
house, garage, shop. Gold, diamond, 
watches, antiques, electrics, cars. 
660366033 

SCOOTCASE. Mobility scooter new 
battery +spare €800 Contact home-
carer@gmail.com for information 
628616203 
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QUALITY Bric-a-Brac wanted. Top 
prices! Quick collection. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. House/ 
garage/ bar clearances. Steve 
602637242 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 
or Spanish...685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/lost 
papers. Problems solved. 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free col-
lection same day. 685524921 

ALL CARS Commericals wanted any 
age, any condition. Cash. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

PHONE me first or last! I pay more! 

Cars, vans, caravans. UK or Span-

ish. 660366033 

FORD Fusion, Black, 2011, 5 doors. 
93495 kms. New tyres, ITV July 
2021. Vgc. 4200 euros. 622888340 

VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 2013. 
NEW ITV UNTIL AUGUST 2022. 5 
DOOR. MANUAL. 125,000KMS AP-
PROX 77,000MLES. CD PLAYER. AIR-
CONDITION. SUPER SILVER. VOLKS-
WAGEN ENOUSH SAID 7,250 EUROS. 
SEE PHOTOS www.robertsoncars-
spain.com SAMANTHA 952832173/ 
WHATSAPP 6068658785 

DIESEL 2007, PEUGEOT 1007, 1.4 

ONLY 88,000KMS. (APPROX 

54,000MILES). ELECTRIC SIDE 

OPENING DOORS, HIGH SEATING, 

GREAT FOR BAD BACKS, KNEES. 

AIR CONDITION. LOW LOW KMS. 

LOW PRICE... 3,250 EUROS. SEE 

PHOTO www.robertsoncars-

spain.com SAMANTHA 952832173 

WHATSAPP 608658785 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 
952796166/ 615834322. 
info@transmatic.es www.trans-
matic.es 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION register your 
UK vehicles asap before import tax 
have to be paid due to Brexit. 
www.meexpress.net 
+34952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 67978669/ 
606101807 

NAUTICAL 
SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury 
boat charters. Boat sales. 
Tel/Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

BOATShare for Sale (1/4). Fast fish-
ing/sports boat, Quicksilver 630 
WA, Mercury 115 hp outboard, 
Â£3,250 and Â£75 per month cov-
ers all costs (mooring, servicing, re-
pairs, etc etc), except petrol/oil, 
currently three sharers, looking for 
fourth. Moored in Estepona. This 
sharing has been operating for years 
and one person has relocated back 
home so we have a share available. 
Email greg.nutkins@btinternet.com 

PUERTO Banús 8M  mooring for 
rental. Tel 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web:  www.lo-
calsoft.com 

HOME Based Opportunity! Are you 
interested in Sport & Fitness and or 
Weight Management? We are world 
leaders in our field of health and 
wellness, currently looking for cou-
ples and individuals that would like 
to have a generous part time income 
which could lead to something full 
time. Call Phil Cony on 643781651 
for more information 

BUSINESSEngagement Manager - 
Future Telephony (ESP20.365) Brit-
ish Consulate in Malaga. The Brit-
ish Consulate in Malaga is part of a 
world-wide network, representing 
British political, economic and con-
sular interests overseas and is now 
recruiting for an experienced Busi-
ness Engagement Manager to lead 
on the implementation of the new 
telephony and contact centre plat-
form to support our Consular Con-
tact Centres. The successful candi-
date will support the development 
of requirements, contribute to the 
business case and act as the Consu-
lar lead on procurement of a new 
platform. The jobholder will then 
lead the implementation of the plat-
form planning switchover, support-
ing the pilots, developing training 
and engagement plans and assess-
ing the impact of change. For more 
details about this challenging and 
rewarding position, visit our web-
site: FCO Local Staff vacancies web-
site. To filter the search for this va-
cancy, use the “Country/Territory” 
field on the left of the page and se-
lect the Spain 

Situations Wanted 

BUILDER/ Handyman seeks work. 
Malaga/Marbella. Own tools, van. 
My work on Facebook: Pavlo Handy-
man. 622336727 

RESTAURANTS 
WINE Shop Marbella home delivery 
all spirits, wines, liquors, cham-
pagnes. Make your order by whas-
tapp and pay at home. Tel. +34 
687880199 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

expatswing.com Top website to 
meet liberated adults for fun 

Others 

NOTICE Dated : 14/09/2020 No. 
DUBA/Cons/434/MR/2020-(150) 
Mr. Vaibhav Arora S/o Jai Kishan 
Arora, resident of 8/16, Old Rajin-
der Nagar, New Dehli,110060, In-
dia. Present address, 8204, Prin-
cess Tower, Dubai Marina, Dubai, 
UAE. And Miss. Lavni Varyani Vary-
ani daughter of Bhagwan Varyani 
Rijhumal, resident of 4704, 23 Ma-
rina Tower, Dubai Marina, Dubai, 
UAE. Present address, 4704, 23 Ma-
rina Tower, Dubai Marina, Dubai UAE. 
Vaibhav Arora, Indian national and 
Lavni Varyani Varyani, Spanish na-
tional presently residing in UAE have  
given notice of intended marriage 
between them under the Foreign 
Marriages Act, 1969. If anyone has 
any objection to the proposed mar-
riage he/she should file the same 
with the undersigned according to 
the  procedure laid down under the 
act / rules within thirty days from 
the date of publication of this no-
tice. Jitender Singh Negi, Marriage 
Officer & Consul (Consular & La-
bour), Consulate General of India 
PO Box 737, Dubai, UAE / Fax No: 
009714-3970453 / Email: 
cons1.dubai@mea.gov.in / cons3.du-
bai@mea.gov.in / Homepage: 
www.cgidubai.gov.in 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia 
656350401 

MASSAGE specialist Benalmádena. 
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65. 
622231133 

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmádena. Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289 

THAI/ FILIPINO offers relaxant mas-
sage. Authentic professional Asian 
masseur. Marbella center. 
602695942 

AMERICAN Lady offers Swedish 
massage. Benalmadena Costa (Wind-
mill roundabout). Senior Citizens 
50% discount. 691533101 

Therapists 

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-
selling & Psychosexual thera-py 
COSRT & BACP Accredited. Indi-
viduals&Couples +447813944146 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Ri-
chard  

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. Also online. 
www.naturaclass.net 951311216 

Dentists 

Others 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack  10.  gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

MALE female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivery mail  order via-
gra4you19@gmail.com. 672883025 

TV / SATELLITE 

Others 

BBC SYSTEM150 euros uk chann-
les iptv 25 Euros include Europeens 
channels Jose Sotto Since 1973 mo-
bile 670443838  Telephone 
952443838, email: josesottoam-
selem77@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 
COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired/up-
graded. Data Recovery. 18yrs help-
ing people. info@soltecspain.com 
Neil: 662379899 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/630197435 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. Call: 
685400216 www.petca-
respain.com Follow us on Face-
book at Petcare Spain 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Arnie Schwarzenegger        
2. Hedy Lamarr  3. Claudia 
Schiffer 4. Adolf Hitler

Alois Schicklgruber was 
whose dad?

1. horse racing 2. baseball                       
3. WWII pilots 4. fly fishing

How did the expression 
‘going the whole nine 
yards’ originate?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11429

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Someone may be looking to shift the 

blame of a mistake onto someone else. 

Be busy for a while or fail to answer the 

phone to negative and moaning people.         

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

A decision made this week will help you 

to balance your life for long time to 

come. Take advice by all means but 

realise that you really do sometimes 

know best.    

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

When you know that you are right it is 

very frustrating to have others disagree. 

Having patience now saves a lot of 

stress.    

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Avery tempting offer comes from a 

new direction. Showing an interest 

does not mean that you have to go 

ahead or make a decision right now.      

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Using imagination and being 

optimistic can shake you out of any 

gloom that may seem to be 

descending. Indeed, your funnier side 

is wanting to burst forth!    

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Waiting for something exciting to 

happen? Been promised that things will 

change and even get better? Keep up 

the pressure on those who you know 

can help you move forward.   

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Give someone a chance to realise their 

mistake. It is better to show patience 

even if you feel quite the opposite. 

There is much to gain from making a 

new friend who could be lifelong.          

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Have you been taking one day at a 

time? Afraid to move forward in case 

things change again?  Be confident in 

the reality that you could get so much 

more out of your life and future.  

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Mood swings are not unusual for such a 

sensitive soul as yourself. Could your 

lack of action be because you are 

confused about what you want? Some 

time alone could be the answer.    

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

This week, give yourself time to 

improve on your own life and life 

chances. Being as healthy as possible 

should involve a good diet and exercise.    

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Been held back too long from achieving 

your dreams? Find others who are in the 

same situation and see if you can work 

it out together. You are not looking for 

problems here but solutions.   

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

 The last few months may have changed 

your point of view as well as your 

ambitions Being flexible is the best 

talent that you can show right now.

5 3 6 4 1 9

8 3

5

1 4 2

7 3 9 1

2 3

8 9

3 6 8 7

2 4

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer: Adolf Hitler 
Of interest: Alois Schicklgruber 
was illegitimate (Adolf Hitler could 
never prove he was of true Aryan 
descent) and it’s rumoured Adolf’s 
mother Klara was his cousin. When 
Alois was promoted he decided to 
take his stepfather’s name Heidler, 
but for some reason it was entered 
on the register as Hitler.  
Answer: WWII pilots 
Of interest: Fighter pilots were 
equipped with nine yards of 
ammunition. When they ran out, it 
meant that they had tried their best 
at fighting off the enemy with the 
very last of their ammunition.

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is D.  Airdrie, 
Aberdeen, Dumfries, all 
Scottish towns or cities.

Last week:  
Baza 

This plaza is named after José Luis 
Martínez, four times shotput 
champion of Spain who died aged 46 
in Baza, Granada in 2016.  

A spiky metal sculpture

Language Crossword

CORONAVIRUS ADVICE

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone

Coronavirus information

955 545 060
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J uande Robles, a classically 
trained bassoonist, had 
been trying for some time 

to persuade Ernesto Aurignac to 
teach him “the language of jazz”, 
but the successful local composer 
and saxophonist said he was too 
busy with other things, writing 
music and giving concerts.  

In the end, after a stream of in-
sistent WhatsApp messages from 
Juande, Aurignac came up with 
the idea of asking him to do some-
thing impossible in order to get 
some peace.  

His message was: “Today is 
Thursday. If on Saturday you send 
me a perfect performance of Len-
nie Tristano’s Line Up played from 
memory, with no mistakes, your 
eyes closed and in the shower, I’ll 
give you lessons. If not, then I 
can’t. I’m sorry, but I need to 

rest...”  
The message he received in re-

sponse was “Perfect”. 
That Saturday at 8am Ernesto 

Aurignac received a video. And 
yes, Juande Robles was standing 
in the shower at home, playing 
Line Up with no score and his 
eyes closed. A day after it was 
posted on social media, the re-
cording had already been shared 
over 160 times on Facebook, 
there were hundreds of com-
ments and it was viewed nearly 
1,000 times on Youtube. On Sun-
day, Juande posted a video at the 
start of his first lesson.   

“It was meant as a joke. I never 
thought he would do it. It is an in-
credible solo, really difficult to 
play, especially from memory and 
in the shower!” said Aurignac.  

Albert Reig, the bassoonist with 

the Malaga Philharmonic Orches-
tra, corroborated that in one of 
the many comments posted on 
Facebook: “As a bassoonist my-
self I can tell you that what he did 
in the video is extremely difficult 

and very few people could do it.”  
Another comment was from 

Juande’s father, who plays the 
horn in the Jaén municipal band: 
“Ernesto Aurignac, I’m Juande’s 
Dad. Please give him lessons so 

he gives us a bit of peace.” To 
which the saxophonist replied: 
“Your son is going to need to give 
me lessons... let’s see if he wants 
to...” 

In the municipal band 
Juande, 23, says he actually en-
joyed doing it. He spent about ten 
hours a day preparing for the 
challenge set for him by the maes-
tro.   He was born in Baeza but 
has been living in Malaga for five 
years, since deciding to continue 
his studies at the Music Conser-
vatory in the city. 

As soon as he arrived he was 
given a place in the municipal 
band, and is still a member to-
day. He has also been a stand-in 
at the Malaga Philharmonic and 
the Orchestra of Cordoba.  

Perhaps his next move will be 
to a jazz combo, because Juande 
Robles wants to introduce the bas-
soon to improvised music. It is 
unusual to hear that particular 
sound in this genre. There are 
some jazz bassoonists, but very 
few.  

“In a jam session if you go with 
a bassoon, people wonder what 
you’re doing there,” he said. He 
wants to fit in with the other play-
ers, and that’s why he says it is 
important to learn from the greats.  

“I’m going to have to give him 
some lessons now, so let’s see how 
I do. I’m a bit worried,” joked 
Aurignac. He applauds Juande’s 
determination and said he will 
find a way to fit the lessons in: “It’s 
a joy to find someone like this.” 

 It will be one great musician 
teaching another. And at the start 
of their first class they were happy 
to pose for the cameras: in the 
shower, of course.  

Music. Ernesto Aurignac gave 
Juande Robles an impossible task 
to make him stop asking for 
lessons: to play a complicated 
bassoon solo from memory with his 
eyes closed, in the shower. The 
video of him doing it went  
viral on social media

A bassoon,  
a bathroom 
and all  
that jazz

 Robles and Aurignac pose  
for photos in a shower after 
the  story went viral on social 

media.  SALVADOR SALAS

REGINA SOTORRÍO


