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EasyJet to open its second Spanish hub  
in Malaga next spring, creating 100 jobs

Co-owner Jan, with an  
American bald eagle.  GERMÁN POZO

UK airline EasyJet announced on 
Thursday that it had chosen 
Malaga Airport as the location for 
its second Spanish hub, which 
will open next spring. The move, 
which is expected to create 
around 100 jobs, comes as the 
airline forecast losses of 900 mil-
lion euros. P3

The airline, which currently 
only uses Palma de 
Mallorca airport as an 
operations base, aims  
to run three A320  
aircraft from the Costa  
del Sol airport
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The ordeal of getting 
tested for Covid-19 
As pressure eases in hospitals, 
health centres bear the brunt P8 
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A fter having to deal with 
the closure of borders 
and a drastic fall in the 

number of travellers, travel agen-
cies are now facing the ordeal of 
trying to obtain refunds for serv-
ices not provided. Six months af-
ter the state of alarm began, nu-
merous people have still not re-

ceived the money they had spent 
because of delays in payment by 
airlines and tour operators, and 
this is overwhelming a sector 
which is already suffering from 
a lack of business.   

The travel agents, who act as 
intermediaries between the cli-
ents and service providers, say 

they feel they are trapped in a 
deadend, because the money 
their clients entrusted to them 
for their holidays is still in the 
hands of the companies or hotel 
chains, and they cannot refund 
it until these operators give it back 
to them. 

The president of the Agencias 

de Viaje Asociadas de Andalucía 
association (Aedav), Sergio García, 
says they are well aware that many 
payments have still not been re-
funded since the crisis began. “We 
are the weakest link in the chain,” 
he complains. According to Ae-
dev’s calculations, the sector has 
suffered losses of 90 per cent com-
pared with turnover last year.  

The problem for the agencies, 
he adds, is that most of them are 
small businesses with little finan-
cial muscle so they are unable to 
refund clients from their own re-
sources. And, of course, all the 
consumers can do is be patient 
and wait for their money. Nor do 
the travel agents feel they have 
enough power to go into battle 
with major airlines which oper-
ate all over the world.  

The law called Ley de Viajes 
Combinados stipulates that re-
funds must be paid to clients 
within a maximum period of 14 
days, or within seven days if they 
had only contracted flights. De-
spite this, the vast majority of 
agencies are unable to pay these 
sums within that time and they 
are asking patients to understand 
their situation.  

“In general they know we are 
suffering from the pandemic and 
they are being patient; but they 
need to know that it isn’t a case 
of us not wanting to refund their 
money, it’s just that it hasn’t been 
repaid to us, so we can’t,” says 
García. 

Joint action 

The delays in payment and prob-
lems being suffered by the agen-
cies have led the sector to call for 
the government to intervene, al-
though so far there has been no 
progress. Sergio García says they 
are even thinking of taking joint 
action: “We are talking about mil-
lions of euros that are in the 
hands of the airlines. If they have 
liquidity problems, let them sell 
planes or do something like we 
have had to, such as apply for 
loans so we don’t have to close 
down.”  

José Luis Ruiz, who runs the 
Shalam travel agency, admits 
that he still has to refund his cli-
ents about 16,000 euros. He ex-
plains that some airlines are of-
fering vouchers instead of 
money, but not all clients want 
those. When the state of alarm 
began the government author-

ised refunds in the form of 
vouchers, but later had to back-
track on that to comply with EU 
regulations. Now, vouchers are 
only offered if that option is ac-
cepted by the clients. For that 
reason, many cases are ending 
up in the hands of consumer or-
ganisations. 

For Ruiz, the issue of refunds 
is causing a significant financial 
loss, because 100 per cent of the 
cost of the trips is being re-
turned, including the commis-
sion the agency normally re-
ceives. “The losses are incalcu-
lable; we don’t know how all this 
is going to end, because of the 
restrictions,” he says.  

However, he is confident that 
the agencies will come out of this 
crisis stronger, because people 
who have made reservations on-
line have nobody to fight for 
them with the airlines or travel 
providers.  

“Those people are on their 
own. The clients who booked 
through us do at least know that 
sooner or later they will get their 
money back,” he explains.  

Ana Belén, who runs Viajes 
Gastor, agrees. In her case, she 
spends part of each day sending 
emails and calling the compa-
nies on behalf of her clients. 
“They give you the runaround; 
they answer, but the time limits 
keep being extended,” she says.     

Ana Belén says it would be im-
possible for her to refund the 
clients directly because her busi-
ness would have to close and 
then the clients would never re-
ceive their money.  

“When I phone the clients 
with good news, I am almost 
more excited than they are; I 
don’t want to hold on to anything 
that isn’t mine,” she says. 

For this reason, all the travel 
agents agree that customers 
need to be prudent and patient, 
because it is better to be paid a 
little late than never receive any 
money back because thousands 
of small businesses have gone 
into liquidation. 

The agencies say they have lost 90 per cent of their business this year.  ÑITO SALAS

Travel agents are 
considering joint action 
against the companies 
that have still not issued 
the refunds

Tourism. The businesses say they 
are trapped due to a lack of funds, 
because the money they have to 
refund to clients is still being held 
by airlines and tour operators

Refunds, a further 
ordeal for travel 
agencies in crisis 

JUAN SOTO
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The airport’s third 
biggest airline will 
create around a 
hundred new jobs 
when it steps up its 
presence in the spring 

PILAR MARTÍNEZ
 

British low-cost airline EasyJet 
announced on Thursday that it 
had chosen Malaga to open its 
second operations base in Spain, 
which would lead to the creation 
of around a hundred new jobs 
next spring. 

 The airline is currently the 
third biggest at Malaga Airport in 
terms of passenger movement, 
moving almost 2.5 million peo-
ple last year. 

“Until now, Malaga was the 
most popular destination on our 
network that did not yet have a 
base, which is why we are very 
proud to be able to announce it 
today,” said Javier Gándara, Easy-
Jet’s General Manager for South-
ern Europe, on Thursday. Another 
hub in Faro (Portugal) would also 

be created, he said. 
The opening of a new base in 

Malaga will mean that this airline 
will have three A320 aircraft, with 
a capacity to transport 156 pas-
sengers, based at the airport. In 
addition, it will lead to the creation 
of around 100 direct jobs for pi-
lots and crew, who, the company 
says, will be employed on Span-

ish contracts. 
“Malaga is one of the strategic 

summer destinations for Easy-
Jet. Since the start of operations 
in the city in 1999, the airline has 
transported more than 36 mil-
lion passengers, which places 
Malaga among the favourite des-
tinations in the company’s net-
work,” said Gándara. 

Currently, the airline connects 
Malaga with 18 European air-
ports. “Reinforcing the interna-
tional connections that link this 
tourist destination with other cit-
ies of reference in terms of busi-
ness and leisure tourism, such 
as London, Paris or Berlin, will 
contribute significantly to the re-
covery of the Spanish economy,” 

he added.  
For his part, Turismo Costa del 

Sol president Francisco Salado 
described this as “great news that 
comes at the best time”. 

Salado said that ever since he 
learned that EasyJet was looking 
to create a new hub, “we let the 
company know that it had the 
support of all the public admini-
strations and the private sector”. 
In those conversations, Salado 
also informed the airline of the 
Junta’s proposals to provide PCR 
testing to open up a safe travel 
‘air bridge’ with the UK.

Malaga chosen to become EasyJet’s 
second operations hub in Spain

Two EasyJet aircraft at Malaga Airport.  SALVADOR SALAS

Expected losses of 
900 million euros 

This expansion by EasyJet 
comes against the backdrop of 
the company’s financial re-
sults for the fiscal year (which 
ended on 30 September). In a 
statement to the London Stock 
Exchange on Thursday, Easy-
Jet reported that it expects a 
gross loss of between 900 and 
930 million euros - the first 
time in its history that it will 
end a year in the red. 

The Luton-based airline 
carried 50 per cent fewer pas-
sengers than in the previous 
period, due to a 48 per cent re-
duction in capacity, down to 
55 million seats available.
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FERNANDO TORRES
 

MALAGA. A fire on the Guadal-
horce industrial estate on the out-
skirts of Malaga city raged 
through a unit on Tuesday after-
noon, sending up a large column 
of smoke, visible as far away as 
Alhaurín de la Torre and El Palo. 

The 112 emergency hotline re-
ceived various calls at around 
3.20pm from people reporting 
“dense, black” smoke quickly ris-
ing from the area. 

The plot from which the fire 
originated is an industrial unit 
where various materials were 

stored, from broken-down 
trucks to mattresses and scrap 
metal. Several witnesses and 
workers in the area told SUR 
that it was common to see a lot 
of movement in and out of the 
warehouse. 

Thanks to the quick action of 
the emergency services, the fire 
was prevented from spreading 
any further, including to the ad-
joining dog kennels, but almost 
all of the property on the unit was 
destroyed. 

Paramedics were quickly at 
the scene but no one was reported 
injured.

The fire produced thick black smoke.  SALVADOR SALAS

Smoke visible for miles as fire 
rages through unit on the 
Guadalhorce industrial estate

Five police officers were 
injured trying to arrest 
the two men, 27 and 30, 
who appear to have been 
extorting money from a 
third person

 

F. TORRES / J. CANO 

MALAGA. The weapon linked to a 
shooting in Estepona last Thurs-
day has been located and iden-
tified by police as a submachine 
gun, according to SUR sources. 

The National Police recovered 
the weapon, classified as a 
weapon of war, on Sunday, three 
days after the two British citi-
zens were arrested in connec-
tion with the events. 

Five officers were injured, none 
seriously, during the chase and 
subsequent arrest of the suspects, 
who rammed a police vehicle and 
resisted police officers who were 
trying to subdue them. 

Extortion 

Progress has been made in the in-
vestigations into last week’s events, 
according to sources. It appears 
that the two detainees, two British 
citizens aged 27 and 30, were ex-

torting money from a third person 
by using a submachine gun. No 
one was shot but the sound of bul-
lets being fired resulted in several 
calls to the emergency services. 

The National Police were de-
ployed to the area and a patrol car 
located the two suspects in a ve-
hicle, which then reversed into the 
unmarked police car, injuring two 
officers. 

However, once the car was 
blocked, the two suspects resisted 
arrest and caused a massive com-
motion, with multiple witnesses 
at the scene, many of whom re-
corded events on their mobile 
phones. 

Several police officers were 
eventually required to place them 
in handcuffs. The investigation 
continues.

Submachine gun linked to Brits held 
over Estepona shooting is found

Police arrested the two individuals last Thursday.  SUR

MALAGA 

Irish hikers rescued from 
Los Montes de Málaga 

SUR.  Two women of Irish origin, 
30 and 31,  had to be rescued by 
National Police on Sunday night 
after they got lost while hiking in 
the Los Montes de Málaga area. 

The pair told a friend that they 
couldn’t find their way out who 
in turn informed police. After 
hours of searching, made more 
difficult by the large number of 
people in the area at the time, the 
women were located using their 
mobile phone location. Both 
showed signs of exhaustion but 
didn’t require medical assistance. The victim, Mario Sauco.  SUR

112 REPORTS FUENGIROLA 

Suspended sentence for 
Brit who killed man that 
“bothered” his daughter 

J. CANO.  A British man has been 
given a two-year suspended sen-
tence and a 183,500-euro fine af-
ter he admitted causing the death 
of a 66-year-old man who had 
been “bothering” his daughter in 
a bar in Fuengirola in 2018. 

The victim, Mario Sauco, who 
was drunk, immediately left Chur-
chill’s bar when he was asked to 
by the owner. The father of the girl, 
Mark T., having heard about the 
incident which was neither sex-
ual in nature nor constituted any 
form of abuse, followed him onto 
the street and punched him twice.  

The victim suffered severe 
head injuries when he hit the floor 
and died days later after being in 
a coma.
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FUENGIROLA 

A detailed study was 
approved by the local 
council this week and 
will see four-storey 
buildings constructed 
across three plots 

Fuengirola town hall has given 
the green light to the detailed 
study of three plots in El 
Higuerón (in the upper part of 
Carvajal) which will enable 300 
new properties to be built over 
the next few years.  

As explained by the Town 

Planning councillor, José Sán-
chez, this is a development 
authorised in the current town 
plan (PGOU) and will see the 
construction of four-storey 
buildings across an area of 
slightly more than 48,297 square 
metres, distributed on three dif-
ferent plots (14,167; 8,948; and 
25,182.8 square metres). 

The developer of the land will 
be responsible for implement-
ing the network of water distri-
bution, sewerage, electricity, 
street lighting, telephone and 
paving throughout the area. 
What’s more, “as stated in the 
current PGOU for Fuengirola, it 
is mandatory that two parking 
spaces are built for each dwell-
ing constructed, as well as one 
parking space for every 80 
square metres of land devoted 
to commercial or office use,” said 
Sánchez.

Town hall authorises the construction of 
300 new homes in the Higuerón area

Cranes are frequently seen in this area of Fuengirola.  SUR

IVÁN GELIBTER 
 

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA
 

MARBELLA. Businessman Enri-
que Pérez Flores, known for 
founding  La Zagaleta, died on 
Sunday, aged 97. 

In 1991 Pérez Flores, who had 
just retired after a career in 
banking in Switzerland, ac-
quired the land from Saudi mag-
nate Adnan Khashoggi, who had 
populated the area 
with Central 
European wild-
life. 

Despite being 
in the boom 
years of the Gil 
era with the 
chance of 
building 3,000 homes, Pérez 
Flores opted to maintain the 
green areas and create one of 
the most exclusive develop-
ments in Europe.

Enrique Pérez 
Flores, founder of 
La Zagaleta, dies 
aged 97

Enrique Pérez 
Flores

A larm bells started to ring 
at the start of the month 
when machinery began 

operating to clear the Guadaiza 
riverbed in Marbella, classified 
by the Andalusian regional gov-
ernment as a ZEC (Special Con-
servation Zone) and EFS (Out-
standing River Area).  

Around ten years have now 

passed since the last clean-up, 
but now that the rainy season is 
approaching, the risk of flood-
ing in the area has reappeared. 
In recent years the bridge that 
connects the districts of San Pe-
dro and Nueva Andalucía via the 
Carril del Potril has flooded of-
ten, leaving whole areas of Mar-
bella completely cut off and cre-

ating perilous conditions for 
drivers trying to cross the bridge. 

However, the first cleaning 
works, carried out with a large 

machine, quickly attracted op-
position. Environmental groups, 
parties, such as Opción Sampe-
dreña (OSP) and Impulsa Ciu-

dad, and individuals warned that 
the clearing was destroying a 
natural area of special value. 

The Guadaiza, a river that 
runs for 22 kilometres and 
marks the boundary between 
the districts of San Pedro and 
Nueva Andalucía, is the natural 
habitat of, among other species, 
the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra), 
an animal that eludes humans 
and is rarely seen.  

Biologist Diego Rodríguez, one 
of those who raised the alarm, 
documented in an extensive re-
port the existence of fresh otter 
excrement next to the riverbed 
on 3 October, evidence of the 
presence of specimens in the 
area. He also warned that this 
is the breeding season, and that 
the first phases of works did not 
take the necessary precautions 
to avoid environmental damage. 

In the report, he says that the 
action already carried out by the 
town hall has eliminated the na-
tive willows, tarayas and olean-
ders on the riverband and has 
left behind invasive species such 
as acacias and eucalyptus, which 

Marbella. The first cleaning of the 
Guadaiza riverbed in a decade has 
exposed the need to protect the 
local wildlife

Operation Save 
the Otters

HÉCTOR 
BARBOTTA

The Guadaiza estuary  
boasts some of the  
greatest biodiversity 
in the Marbella 
area.  JOSELE
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Fifty of these apartments 
will be reserved for 
young people, with a 
maximum price of 
142,000 euros 

H. BARBOTTA
 

Marbella town hall has set the ball 
rolling for the construction of 73 
council promotion housing units 
on a municipal plot of 1,713 square 
metres in Nueva Andalucía. 

The project is currently out to 
tender with the expectation that 
the properties will be built in less 
than two years, according to the 
mayor, Ángeles Muñoz. 

“Our commitment is to once 
again make it easier for young peo-
ple with limited resources to own 
property,” she said. In addition to 
having a lower than market value 

price (approximately 60 per cent), 
the town hall will provide a 6,235-
euro grant, she said. 

Muñoz explained that 50 of these 
properties would be for young peo-
ple. They will be flats of approxi-
mately 70 square metres with a 
garage and storage room and an 
estimated maximum price of 
142,000 euros, including the mu-
nicipal subsidy.  

Twenty-three will be reserviced 
for the ordinary public housing 
scheme. These will be approxi-
mately 90 square metres and have 
a maximum price of approximately 
197,000 euros, with a garage and 
storage room, including the mu-
nicipal subsidy which in this case 
would be 8,200 euros. Three of the 
homes will be reserved for people 
with reduced mobility.

Muñoz (c) on the plot of land where the flats will be built.  JOSELE

Project for 73 council-subsidised flats 
in Nueva Andalucía put out to tender

Mayor Ángeles Muñoz 
said that while there was 
not a problem in the 
town, the council 
wanted to provide 
security to foreign 
owners of second homes 

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA
 

Marbella town hall is going to 
assemble a team composed 
mainly of Local Police officers 
in a bid to prevent the illegal 
occupation of homes, mayor 
Ángeles Muñoz announced on 
Tuesday. 

While she acknowledged that 
squatting isn’t currently a big 
problem in the town, it was im-
portant to be proactive to pre-

vent it, above all to provide secu-
rity for owners of second homes 
who are primarily foreigners. 

The team, she said, will be 
made up of 30 officers from the 
Prevention Unit and the Admin-
istrative Police, who will work 
in collaboration with the For-
eign Residents department to 
deal with queries, offer infor-
mation and advice and facili-
tate the filing of complaints in 
their native language if neces-
sary. It will also collaborate di-
rectly with the National Police, 
the force responsible for deal-
ing with squatting cases. 

Networks 
Muñoz explained that the team 
would be in contact with neigh-
bourhood associations, prop-
erty administrators, promot-

ers and estate agents and would 
work actively to gather infor-
mation and search social me-
dia for groups or profiles pub-
lishing squatting “manuals”. 

The unit will also organise 
different informative cam-
paigns in order raise aware-
ness and help property owners 
to avoid becoming a victim of 
squatting. It will also draw up 
a map of vulnerable areas in 
the municipality so that sur-
veillance can be stepped up.  

“In short, it is once again a 
question of being ahead, living 
up to what is demanded of us and 
offering a quality service to our 
residents and visitors,” she said. 

The mayor concluded by in-
sisting that security is a prior-
ity for the Marbella local gov-
ernment team. 

Special police unit to be set up in 
Marbella to prevent squatting 

MALAGA 

The factory’s activities 
will be moved to a 
larger, more modern 
plant in Seville province 
which can produce the 
full portfolio of products 

NURIA TRIGUERO
 

Coca-Cola European Partners an-
nounced on Thursday that it 
would be closing its iconic bot-
tling plant, close to Malaga Air-
port, which on 7 November would 
have been celebrating its 60th 
anniversary. 

The activity that this factory 
has been carrying out until now, 
focused primarily on glass bot-
tles and ‘bag in box’ production 
for the catering industry, will be 

moved to the company’s larger, 
more modern factory in La Rin-
conada (province of Seville), 
which the company announced 
a few months ago will be further 
expanded thanks to investment 
worth more than 44 million 
euros. 

Part of the 77-person work-
force in the Malaga plant will re-
locate to La Rinconada but a num-
ber of early retirements are also 
likely to be finalised. 

New strategy 
The company says that the deci-
sion to close its historic bottling 
plant, beside the Cercanías train 
line which runs between the air-
port and Plaza Mayor, is due to 
its new strategy of concentrating 
production in larger factories that 
are capable of producing its entire 
product portfolio.

Iconic Coca-Cola bottling 
plant to close after almost 
60 years in operation

has altered the structure of the 
riverbed.  

According to Rodríguez, the 
section of river bank to the south 
of the Tirso de Molina bridge, 
just a few metres from where 
the machines have operated, is 
the last to retain the original 
configuration of the Guadaiza 
in the form of pools and river-
bank vegetation that provides 
natural shelter for the young.  

If this stretch, he says in the 
study, is subjected to the same 
clearing process as in the upper 
part, the otters would be perma-
nently displaced from the area 
in the middle of the reproduc-
tion season and would be ex-
posed to a serious risk of extinc-
tion in the area. 

The town hall says that the ac-
tions to be carried out down-
stream will be different to those 
carried out in the area around the 
bridge, precisely to preserve the 
natural environment of the otter.  

Forty metres 
The head of the Environment 
department at the town hall, Vic-

toria Martín-Lomeña, told SUR 
that of the 22 kilometres of the 
Guadaiza, nine are protected 
and the cleaning undertaken by 
the council will only take place 
in the last two. Of these, so far 
only 40 metres have been 
cleared to prevent El Potril 
bridge being cut off again by 
flooding, which could cause a 
serious safety problem.   

She added that the machine 
used so far will be replaced by 
another, smaller one and that it 
will be assessed section by sec-
tion to carry out a selective 
cleaning that, she says, will not 
affect the pools where the otters 
find their natural habitat. “It will 
be a slower and more meticu-
lous job,” she says. 

For this reason, she explained, 
it is not yet possible to say how 
long the work will take, initially 
estimated at two or three weeks. 

OSP councillors have argued 
that the town hall doesn’t have 
the permission to use machin-
ery for the cleaning of the riv-
erbed and that it should be car-
ried out manually.
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P ressure on hospital beds in 
this second wave of Covid-
19 is a long way off the 

March peak, so far.  At the moment, 
the real healthcare battleground 
has switched to local public health 
centres, where family doctors are 
getting more frustrated.  

Between giving advice via phone 
appointments and seeing people 
in person, these centres are now 
overwhelmed.  On top of this is the 
work tracing the contacts of new 
Covid-positive patients, which is 
never ending.   

To tell the authorities that you 
might be positive and then get a  
PCR test has become an ordeal 
of unanswered calls and waiting 
that tries anybody’s patience.  

From the moment you suspect 
you might have Covid-19, or symp-
toms appear, or somebody that you 
have had contact with tells you they 

are positive, through to getting an 
appointment for a PCR test, four 
to 12 days can go by.   

As the peak viral load happens 
on the fifth or sixth day after get-
ting infected, this means that by 
the time the average person is hav-
ing a test at the moment, the bulk 
of their infectious stage is over. 

Self-isolation dilemma 

As a result, voluntary self-isola-
tion, without an official diagnosis, 
becomes a difficult trade off be-
tween acting responsibly and what-
ever personal or work-related com-
mitment could get in the way. All 
in all, these delays are helping to 
fan community contagion as in-
fections go unchecked.   

The average waiting time for a 
phone appointment in health cen-
tres is 4.6 days, according to lat-
est regional government data. 

That’s if you can get one, as the 
online app, Salud Responde, fre-
quently advises users that there 
is no appointment available for 14 
days.    

One medic said the online sys-
tems just aren’t meant for the new 
normal: “We are overloaded with 
work, we do overtime and many 
have put off their holidays.”  

Spain has fewer family doctors 
than the European average, 76 per 
100,000 people compared to 123.   

Trapped in a vicious circle 
There is a fear that everyone is 
about to get trapped in a vicious 
circle, as patients who can’t get 
phone appointments turn up in 
person to stand in a queue to be 
seen, which in turn stops doctors 
getting through their list of phone 
patients for that day. And so the 
cycle repeats itself the next day.   

Enrique Gavilán, a doctor and 
also an author on health service 
issues, said: “We came into this 
crisis in such a precarious state 
that everything has been blown 
out of the water. We’re now paying 
the price for the historic lack of in-
vestment in primary healthcare.”  
There is a consensus that a new 
model is needed.  “We’re doctors, 
not administrators,” he adds. 

Lack of personnel to do tracing   

The lack of people to carry out the 
tracing of contacts is also worrying 
the medical community.  “It’s a lie 
that they have taken on more trac-
ers,” claims one doctor asked by 
SUR.  

The most immediate worry is 
the likely effects of any wave of 
normal winter flu, on top of the 
Covid-19 patients and despite 
masks helping stop the spread of 
any virus in general. 

Concern over asymptomatics  

One Intensive Care doctor said that 
the other worry is the inability to 
find asymptomatics.  “Although 
they may wear a mask and respect 
social distancing, they do live with 
other people.” The health authori-
ties are therefore increasing their 
focus on controlling meetings in 
people’s homes. 

 Covid-19.  The battle against the 
virus has moved to the local 
health centres, where doctors 
increasingly warn they are 
overstretched

Going round 
in circles to 
get a PCR test

ALBERTO GÓMEZ

A test in an Andalusian village.  EFE

SUR 

MALAGA. On Thursday this 
week (8 October), latest daily 
Covid-19 testing data showed 
179 new cases in Malaga prov-
ince, including the Costa del 
Sol.  

The rolling rate of contagion 
per 100,000 people in the last 
14 days in Malaga province 
was 124.5, down from 157 a 
week earlier. 

This figure was still below 
the Andalusian average of 189 
cases per 100,000, which had 
risen from 167 last week as 
more cases have been detected 
in the inland provinces of the 
region. 

Situation “under control”  
Andalusian vice-president 
Juan Marín said on Thursday 
that the region was on “the 
downward curve of the sec-
ond wave”, with the situation 
“very much under control”.  

 Marín said that the 1,900 
daily cases in the middle part 
of the week in Andalucía were 
down to an increase in tests 
He added that, fortunately, this 
was not turning into an in-
crease in hospital admissions.  

The number of people in 
regional hospitals with Co-
vid-19 dropped by 30 on 
Thursday this week, to 1,028, 
of which 139 were in inten-
sive care, five fewer than 
Wednesday. 

In Malaga province there 
were 175 in hospital, of which 
22 were in intensive care, also 
a slight drop on the day before.  

Below national average 

On Tuesday in regional hos-
pitals, 7.21 per cent of beds 
had Covid-19 patients, just be-
low the national average of 
8.97 per cent, and 10.81 per 
cent of Intensive Care beds 
were occupied. The national 
average was 17.85 %. 

The Junta de Andalucía con-
tinues to monitor case levels 
in towns with a view to increas-
ing restrictions and testing. 

Linares (Jaén) and 
Almodóvar del Río (Cordoba) 
have been placed in semi-lock-
down this week.

Local case rates 
steady as Junta 
says the curve is 
being flattened in 
Andalucía 

Patients who cannot get 
appointments turn up to 
stand in a queue, which in 
turn stops doctors getting 
through their daily list of 
phone patients

The rate of contagion in 
Malaga province per 
100,000 people in the 
last 14 days was 124.5 on 
Thursday, down from 
157 a week earlier 
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T. BRYANT.  Torremolinos Local Po-
lice presented its new canine unit 
during a special presentation held 
in the town centre on Monday. 
The new team, which consists of 
ten police officers and 15 dogs, 
gave an exhibition that included 
obedience and protection skills. 
The specially trained dogs also 
demonstrated their ability to de-
tect illegal substances and explo-
sives. The display was attended 
by the Chief Inspector of the Lo-

cal Police, José Manuel Avila; and 
mayor José Ortiz, who claimed 
the unit would offer “protection 
and security to the town’s resi-
dents and visitors”. 

 “This is a very important unit 
for Torremolinos, not only for its 
security, observation and surveil-
lance work, but for its fight against 
narcotics,” Ortiz said. 

The canine unit will be em-
ployed in the town’s pedestrian-
ised and main shopping area. 

TORREMOLINOS 

Police introduce new canine unit during 
demonstration of obedience and skill

IN BRIEF

New unit will offer protection and security to Torremolinos.  SUR

MALAGA 

Disorientated vulture 
rescued in Churriana 

SUR.  The Nature Protection Group 
(GRUPRONA) of the Malaga Local 
Police had to rescue a griffon vul-
ture in Churriana on Saturday af-
ter several residents reported 
having seen a bird of prey beneath 
a large tree. 

When officers arrived, they 
confirmed it was a griffon vulture 
but as it didn’t fly away in the 
presence of people, they con-
cluded that it was dehydrated and 
disorientated so was taken to the-
Municipal Animal Health Centre.

BENALMÁDENA 

Benalmádena to honour 
Islamic botanist with 
new park 

T. BRYANT.  Benalmádena town hall 
has announced an initiative to 
plant 250 trees as part of its de-
velopment of the new ibn al-Bay-
tar Park. The trees, which include 
pine, ash, cork oak, white and 
black popular and mulberry, are 
part of the first stage of the new 
green space, which will be a Mo-
zarabic style garden (in homage 
to the Islamic botanist who gives 
the park its name) with shaded 
areas and water features costing 
approximately 35,000 euros. The 
environmental restoration pro-
ject is aimed at promoting rec-
reational, sports and cultural ac-

tivities in a natural environment. 
The park, which will be located 

in the old sewage treatment plant 
in Benalmádena, will be “a place 
of recreation for neighbours and 
will become a green lung for 
Benalmádena,” mayor Víctor Na-
vas said.

Islamic botanist ibn al-Baytar.  T.B.

BENALMÁDENA 

Archaeological visitor 
centre out to tender 

SUR.  Benalmádena council has 
this week put the project to build 
a visitor centre at the Los Mo-
linillos archaeological site on 
Avenida Antonio Machado out 
to tender.  

According to mayor Víctor Na-
vas, who estimates that the pro-
ject will cost around 457,000 
euros, the council will study all 
of the offers and award the con-
tract in the next few months with 
a view to the works getting un-
der way next year.

Parents claim the high 
increase in students has 
had a strong impact on  
their children’s education 

T. BRYANT 

MIJAS. Parents of students attend-
ing the IES La Cala secondary 
school have organised a protest 
demonstration to highlight the 

problem of overcrowding. At a 
meeting with the Delegation of 
Education in June, the parents’ 
association was assured that pre-
fabricated classrooms would be 
installed as a temporary solution 
in time for the start of the new 
term. The Junta de Andalucía 
previously promised that IES La 
Cala would be expanded and that 
a new primary school would be 
constructed in the future. 

However, the parents claim 
that the prefabricated classrooms 
have not yet materialised, so the 
library, several laboratories and 
audiovisual workshops have had 
to be converted into classrooms. 
They say the increase in students 
has had a strong impact on  their 
children’s education and so they 
intend to protest outside the 
school gates this Friday morning 
(9 October). 

Parents’ association president 
Sandy White said, “We have 
fought so hard to lower the 
amount of children in each class, 
but we have  really been let down 
by the authorities.”

Parents protest to highlight 
overcrowding in La Cala school

BENALMÁDENA 

Town hall ordered to 
pay up for port project 
that never happened 

I. GELIBTER.  Benalmádena town 
hall has been ordered to pay 
435,600 euros for an engi-
neering study that was re-
quested in a “verbal and di-
rect” way by then mayor 
Paloma García Gálvez (PP) in 
2012, without putting the pro-
ject out to tender. 

Not only did the project to 
expand the port not come to 
fruition, the company didn’t 
receive any money for the 
study it had carried out, de-
spite having written confir-
mation of the fee in an email 
from the also former mayor 
Enrique Moya, at that time a 
councillor. 

“Not only did they not pay 
the company that carried out 
this report, they lost the con-
cession to expand the marina 
in September 2014 - some-
thing which they didn’t an-
nounce publicly,” said current 
mayor Víctor Navas in an at-
tack on the PP.

Bar owners demonstrate at council’s “lack of support” 
More than 40 proprietors and staff of the bars and restaurants located in Fuengirola port held a protest against 
the town hall on Sunday evening. The group, which has set up the Fuengirola Port Matters platform, are disap-

pointed at the town hall’s lack of support and are claiming that the council are ignoring their pleas for help. The 
group held a meeting with mayor Ana Mula last week, but say they think she is “dragging her feet” with re-
gards to publicising the area, which they say has become like a “ghost town” to due to the lack of visitors.

 SUR
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RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 

SUR.  The first meeting between 
the local council and a residents’ 
group took place on Tuesday af-
ternoon at the town hall in order 
to find a solution to the future of 
Avenida de Málaga in La Cala del 
Moral, where 83 trees have been 
cut down as part of a project to 
redesign the area. 

A spokesperson from the or-
ganisation, La Cala no se Tala 
(don’t chop La Cala), said that the 
town hall had been “disposed to 
listen” to their anger at the trees 
being cut down and the lack of 
shade caused by the felling.  

The group also expressed con-
cern about a rise in allergies if 
the council goes ahead with plans 
to plant Cocos palm trees. “We 
have read that this species causes 
allergies in a lot of people in this 
country,” the spokesperson said. 

Mayor of Rincón de la Victoria, 
Francisco Salado, said during the 
meeting that he hoped the two 
parties would “reach a consen-
sus”. Another meeting is planned 
for next week.

Town hall and 
residents’ group 
discuss solution to 
tree felling in La 
Cala del Moral

AXARQUÍA 

Project started to make 
Axarquía roads safer 

A. PELÁEZ.  Malaga’s provincial 
authority, the Diputación, has 
started a series of improvement 
projects on roads around the 
Axarquía. 

A budget of 48,375 euros has 
been set aside to improve sur-
faces on the MA-3116 access 
road to Benamocarra from the 
A-356 and the MA-5103 Árchez 
to Corumbela road. Further 
work will be carried out to the 
MA-3107 between Benamar-
gosa and Riogordo, the MA-3108 
from Benamargosa to Cútar and 
the MA-5104 and A-7206 near 
Árchez. A Diputación spokes-
person said the work  was es-
sential to make driving “safer 
and more comfortable.”

NERJA 

Feria to be broadcast 
on social media 

E. C.  Nerja town hall will be 
broadcasting elements of its an-
nual fair online this year, in an 
effort to “keep the spirit of feria 
alive”, according to festivals 
councillor Elena Gálvez. From 
today until Monday, anyone 
can watch events such as the 
feria king and queen compe-
tition, to flamenco and other 
performances via the town hall 
social media sites. Nerja’s feria 
was last cancelled in 1910 due 
to a cholera epidemic.

MARO 

Eight rescued from 
burning fishing boat 

E. C.  Eight crew members of a 
fishing boat were rescued off 
the coast of Maro after an 
emergency call was made at 
around 10.20pm on Tuesday. 
Another fishing boat came to 
the rescue and all eight peo-
ple were taken off the burning 
vessel unharmed. 

The crew were taken back 
to Caleta de Vélez fishing har-
bour. The boat eventually listed 
and sank into the sea in front 
of Maro beach.

AXARQUÍA 

A Place In The Sun to 
return to the Axarquía 

E. C. / A. P.  Channel 4’s A Place 
in the Sun has announced that 
it will be back in the Axarquía 
to film more footage for the 
long-running programme, 
which helps British couples 
find their dream home abroad. 

Following a visit to the area 
in March, this time they will be 
filming in Cómpeta, Alcaucín, 
Frigiliana, Canillas de Aceituno, 
Canillas de Albaída, Sayalonga, 
Sedella and Arenas. 

Axarquía tourism spokes-
person, Juan Peñas said, “The 
Axarquía is a safe destination 
for the film industry.” 

President of the 
A x a r q u í a ’ s  
a u t h o r i t y ,  
Mancomuni-
dad de Mu-
nicipios, José 
Juan Jimé-
nez, high-
lighted the 
fact that the programme mak-
ers had chosen to return to the 
Axarquía, leading to the pro-
motion of the area abroad.  

A Place in the Sun was first 
shown on British television 20 
years ago and is now aired on 
More 4, Discovery Real Time 
and Discovery Travel and Liv-
ing, meaning it is viewed not 
only in the UK and across 
Europe, but as far afield as 
South Africa, New Zealand and 
Australia.

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 

Public  invited to 
comment on dino park 

SUR.  The Junta de Andalucía 
regional government pub-
lished on Monday a public 
consultation document de-
tailing plans to create a dino-
saur park in Rincón de la  
Victoria. 

Members of the public have 
until 3 November to comment 
on the report, which includes 
plans for the installation of 
35 replica dinosaurs, 19 of 
which would be lifesize and 
16 with movement. The pro-
ject also includes a Jurassic 
hiking route, green areas,  
a dining area and other  
attractions. 

Paalwin Park S.L. is a pri-
vate investor behind the park. 
They hope to be able to ob-
tain a licence in the coming 
months to start the project, 
which would be developed on 
land belonging to the town 
hall in the Parque Victoria  
development. 

The project has been sub-
ject to delays due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. If it gets 
the go ahead, the park should 
open in 2022 and entrance to 
the park is expected to cost 
between 17.50 and 20 euros.

The presenters

2020 Nerja feria poster.  SUR

Frigiliana’s fourth Ruta del Arte attracted a 
large number of visitors during the three 
day event last weekend. The event was or-
ganised by Brendan Taylor and Maribel 
Martín, who own the AmArte gallery in the 
town. Over 40 artists representing 14 dif-
ferent nationalities exhibited their work.

Visitors 
enjoy 
Frigiliana’s  
Art route

 SUR
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La Viñuela reservoir, which sup-
plies the Axarquía, is currently 
standing at 28.7 per cent capacity, 
at a key time for the subtropical 
fruit industry in the area. 

However, while the Axarquía has 
been warned of a risk of drought, 

other reservoirs in Malaga are start-
ing the 2020-21 year with good 
levels of water. The Guadalhorce-
Limonero is currently at 65.8 per 
cent capacity, which Tapia Ruano 
said was “enough for the year”. 

The Western Costa del Sol dis-

trict has 17 cubic hectometres 
more than this time last year and 
La Concepción is 64.3 per cent full. 
Tapia Ruano put the higher levels 
down to a lack of tourists. 

He said that the Junta was wait-
ing for authorisation from Nerja 
town hall to take water from the 
Chíllar river to help the situation. 

The mayor of Vélez-Málaga, An-
tonio Moreno, said he will meet 
with growers in the area to discuss 
their concerns as the mango har-
vest is in full swing and the avo-
cado growing season under way.

The Junta de Andalucía 
puts the higher levels of 
water in other reservoirs 
in the province down to  
a lack of tourists  

AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ
 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. In a report released 
earlier this week, the regional gov-
ernment, Junta de Andalucía, de-
clared that the Axarquía is the only 
area in Malaga province at risk of 
drought as the new water year 
commences. 

The Junta’s representative for 
Malaga, Fernando Tapia Ruano, 
said the 2019 to 2020 water year 
(the 12-month period from October 
to September used to measure pre-
cipitation totals) had been “dry”, 
with rainfall 18 per cent lower than 
average in the province. 

The Axarquía is the only area  
in Malaga at risk of drought

BREXIT 
 

JENNIE RHODES 

The UK’s House of Lords on Mon-
day voted in favour of an amend-
ment which would enable EU and 
Swiss partners and family mem-
bers of British citizens to go and 
live in the UK after March 2022. 

The Lords voted 312 in favour  
and 223 against amendment 11 of 
the Immigration and Social Secu-
rity Coordination (EU Withdrawal) 
Bill. The amendment, which Brit-
ish in Europe (BiE) - the group cam-
paigning for the rights of UK citi-
zens in the EU in Brexit negotia-
tions - has been lobbying the UK 
government for, will now go back 
to the House of Commons. 

BiE co-Chairs, Jane Golding and 
Fiona Godfrey, wrote to peers in 
the House of Lords to ask for their 
support. In the letter they said, 
“Amendment 11 seeks to allow 
those of us who fall within scope 
of the Withdrawal Agreement to 
continue to bring our non-UK 
spouses/partners and other close 
family members to live with us [...] 
should we choose to or have to re-
turn to live in the UK.” 

Without the amendment, until 
31 March 2022 non-UK partners 
may go to the UK with their fami-
lies. After then the non-UK family 
member will be subject to visa and 
economical situation checks be-
fore being granted permission to 
stay. BiE has now started lobbying 
MPs for their support.

House of Lords 
votes to allow EU 
family members to 
live in the UK with 
British partners

La Viñuela is 28.7% full.  A. PELÁEZ
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EDUCATION

MALAGA 

 SUR.  Six months ago, our normal 
way of life changed radically be-
cause of the Covid-19 health cri-
sis. After these months of bat-
tling the pandemic on all sides, 
with lockdowns, restrictions and 
many other preventive measures, 
we now understand the magni-
tude of the problem and the need 
to learn to live with it success-
fully while waiting for another so-
lution. This is why the administra-
tions and schools decided that 
pupils should go back in Septem-
ber. They believe it is important 
for them to be taught in a class-
room, albeit with numerous safety 
protocols in place.   

Last Thursday SUR organised 
a virtual discussion on education, 
moderated by journalist Carmen 
Alcaraz, to analyse the situation. 
The participants were: Melissa 
Butler, founder of The American 
College in Spain; Lucie Whiddon, 
educational director of Novaschool 
Benalmádena; Natasha Kremer, 
head of studies at The British 
School of Málaga; Katie Bertrán 
de Lis Jones, the head of The Ark 
Christian School; and Mercedes 
Colmenar, head of admissions at 
Laude San Pedro International 
College.  

The session began with a gen-
eral overview of the present situa-
tion in the different schools, from 
how the difficult challenge of the 
start of term was handled to the 
impressions of the first weeks.  

“It was complicated because 
right up until the last minute we 
didn’t know for sure what was go-
ing to happen. Even so, we worked 
to make sure the pupils could 
learn safely in any scenario,” ex-
plained Melissa Butler. She said 
that as her school only has small 
class numbers, it had been pos-
sible to implement all the safety 
measures effectively, thanks to 
the commitment of the whole 
educational community.   

 Lucie Whiddon pointed out that 
the Novaschool did not consider 
any option other than physical at-
tendance. “That’s why we worked 
so hard all those months, to make 
sure the pupils could return safely. 
However, the lockdown taught us 
to have other options ready in 
case there are any more restric-
tions for small groups or classes,” 
she explained.  

Mercedes Colmenar agreed 
that the educational community 
had learned from the experience.  
She also had praise for the teach-
ing teams. “Our school is part of 

the International Schools Part-
nership (ISP), which helped us 
understand the reality and learn 
from the experience of others in 
different parts of the world so we 
could make the leap to online tui-
tion faster and efficiently,” she 
explained.  

 For her part, Natasha Kremer 
made the point that apart from 
training on the new protocols and 
safety measures, the prepara-
tions at The British School of 
Málaga included “training on the 
students’ wellbeing, physical and 
emotional, because for us the 
most important thing is that they 
are happy in their studies and 
they enjoy learning as much as 

we enjoy teaching them”.    
With regard to what the expe-

rience has been like, Katie Ber-
trán said that as a Christian school, 
faith had been a fundamental pil-
lar for them. “It helped us to suc-
cessfully cope with the changes, 
implement the measures, arrange 
the classrooms and be aware of 
the new reality,” she said. She 
agreed with Whiddon on the need 
for the children to return to school. 
“Parents were asking me if I  
thought we would go back, and 
I always told them yes, we would. 
We had faith that we would re-
turn. We knew that changes would 
be necessary, but we were con-
vinced that we would manage 
them. Everyone needs social con-
tact, and the children really 
wanted it. We know that technol-
ogy is the future, but there is noth-
ing like meeting up with your best 
friend again, being in the class-
room face to face, even with a 
mask and all the protocols. At 
least we were seeing each other 
again”.  

All the participants also agreed 
that the pupils and their families 
are playing a fundamental role in 
dealing with the situation, thanks 
to their involvement, maturity and 
awareness. They also praised the 

support from health centres and 
the relevant administrations, from 
whom they have received a flow 
of information which is very nec-
essary at this time.  

A difficult term, full of 
challenges 

The participants also discussed 
how they have had to adapt to 
the pandemic. They already used 
technology as part of their aca-
demic curriculum, and are now 
continuing to use digital resources 
despite the difficulties. For ex-
ample, The American College in 
Spain has installed screens in 
classrooms so the lessons can 
be streamed for students abroad 
who, because of air restrictions 
or delays in obtaining visas, have 
not yet been able to resume their 
classes. Laude San Pedro Inter-
national College is using its digi-
tal platforms to facilitate con-
tact with families so they don’t 
having to go to the school, and 
Novaschool, which uses the My-
Agora group’s own platform, has 
multiplied its virtual teaching 
resources.  

 Natasha Kremer said when she 
came to The British School of 
Malaga two years ago she was 
one of the few teachers with ex-
perience in digital learning, and 
the students hadn’t used these 
resources much either. “However, 
we have taken a major step now, 
not only with the online classes 
but also contact with the pupils 
and their families, and this term 
we are now a totally digital school, 
with Google laptops in the class-
rooms,” she said.  

Nearly all these schools have  
programmes abroad, where stu-
dents can complete their stud-
ies in schools in other countries 
or do exchange trips, but these 
are now on stand-by, as are sports 
and art activities where social dis-
tancing is not possible and indi-
vidual materials can’t be provided. 
Some, however, are giving pupils 
personal material which they must 
not share with others, and they 
organise sports activities with no 
physical contact, like Laude San 
Pedro International School and 
The British School of Malaga. No-
vaschool Benalmádena has also 
extended its outdoor lessons. 

All these teachers seemed posi-
tive and forward-looking, and ap-
preciative of what has been 
learned during these months. 
They said that common sense will 
be needed to face situations which 
may arise in future, but that “to-
gether, and with commitment, 
we can overcome all problems”.

Adaptation, creativity and 
commitment; the keys to a 
different school year due to Covid

SPECIAL ‘BACK TO SCHOOL’ MEETING The online discussion organised by SUR took 
place between: Melissa Butler, founder of The American College in Spain; Lucie Whiddon, 
educational director of Novaschool Benalmádena; Natasha Kremer, head of studies at The 
British School of Málaga; Katie Bertrán de Lis Jones, head teacher at The Ark Christian School; 
and Mercedes Colmenar, head of admissions at Laude San Pedro International College

The participants 
stressed the essential 
role being played by 
the pupils and their 
families, thanks to 
their involvement and 
mature attitude in 
dealing with the 
unusual situation

The participants during the virtual discussion.  SUR
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MARBELLA
 

SUR IN ENGLISH.  The Costa del 
Sol  has a new English-speak-
ing Rotary Club following the 
launch of the Marbella-East 

branch on Wednesday evening 
at the Villa Tiberio restaurant. 

The event was attended by 
around 70 guests, accompa-
nied by Rotary District gover-

nor Ricardo Molina. 
The Marbella-East branch, 

which meets regularly at the 
Beach House in Elviria, joins 
the more than 35,000 Rotary 
Clubs worldwide and with 1.2 
million members, or Rotarians. 

The group looks forward to 
promoting new projects and 
actions “to improve surround-
ing communities and support 
humanitarian organisations on 
the Costa del Sol,” Labeed Ha-
mid, president of the new club, 
told SUR in English. 

Ongoing projects include: 
raising  funds to buy food for 
needy families in Marbella and 
its surroundings, the purchase 
of medication and medical 
equipment for Cudeca; dona-
tions to Hogar Betania to house 
homeless people; donations to 
the Rotary Club Beirut - Leba-
non’s  restoration projects of 
victims’ homes. The proceeds 
from the gala dinner evening 
will be donated to local charity 
organisations.

New English-speaking Rotary  
Club launched in Marbella

Members and guests at the launch this week.  SUR

MIJAS 

TONY BRYANT.  La Cala de Mijas 
Lions Club has come to the res-
cue of the Last Chance Animal 
Rescue Centre with a donation 
of 2,000 euros to enable the 
charity to buy a much-needed 
new van.  

Established in Malaga in 2012 

to rescue and rehome aban-
doned animals, the charity has 
now expanded with shelters lo-
cated in Malaga, Mijas, Pizarra 
and Coín. 

“We rely entirely on dona-
tions, so we are extremely grate-
ful to the Lions Club for their 
continued support,” spokesper-
son José Safont said.

La Cala Lions Club donation 
goes to help animals in need

La Cala de Mijas Lions present the cheque to José Safont.  SUR

MIJAS 

The town hall hopes to 
put the 20-million-euro 
project out to tender 
next year with the 
intention of opening the 
park in 2023 

IVÁN GELIBTER
 

After several years in the pipeline, 
the Junta de Andalucía regional 
government has finally given its 
approval to the future park in Las 
Lagunas, Mijas. This will be the 
largest in the province of Malaga 
when construction is completed 
- with initial sights set on 2023. 

This park was proposed by the 
council during the previous term 
of office and is now one of the main 

projects of the PSOE and Ciuda-
danos coalition.  

Its path so far has not been easy. 
Various key aspects had to be ana-
lysed in detail by the regional Ag-
riculture, Fisheries and Sustain-
able Development ministry and 
have taken years to resolve, but 
now all approvals are in place.  

“This is one of the most impor-
tant projects of recent years for 
our municipality, at it will become 
a benchmark for the Costa del Sol,” 
mayor Josele González told SUR 
on Wednesday. 

The park, which has been given 
a budget of 20 million euros, will 
cover almost 350,000 square me-
tres (twice as big as the nearby La 
Paloma park in Benalmádena). Of 
that around 110,000 square me-
tres will be reserved for woods and 
garden areas. 

The council’s intention is to put 
this project out to tender in the 
first months of 2021, which could 
see work beginning in the coming 
year.  

“It is a project of great impor-
tance that will generate jobs and 
wealth during its construction and 
later will become one of the big-
gest tourist attractions of our 

town,” said the councillor for Pub-
lic Works, José Carlos Martín. 

Neither the mayor nor the coun-
cillor would be drawn on an exact 
date, but with an estimated 18-
month construction schedule, the 
park could open to the public by 
mid-2023.  

The project will involve the con-
struction of two access round-
abouts, car parks and a boating 
lake with a bridge. The area also 
has to be made floodproof. 

When finished, the park will  
boast a running track around the 
perimeter, a cycle path, skating 
rink, a climbing wall, an extensive 
children’s play area, outdoor 
games tables, as well as a pétan-
que area. 

The architectural style will be 
typically Andalusian with several 
references to symbols of Mijas, in-
cluding the famous donkey taxi 
and Arabic tiles. These symbols 
will be present on fountains, ki-
osks and a pavilion. 

Among the most striking fea-
tures of the park will be an open-
air theatre for concerts, plays and 
other performances.

Junta gives green light to new park in Mijas 
which will be the biggest in the province

COMMUNITY SPIRIT

Martín (l) and González (c) on the site of the future park.  I. G.
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NEWS16 BUSINESS AND FINANCE

I
n a speech to business and 
union leaders on Wednes-
day, Pedro Sánchez belat-

edly rolled out a spending 
blueprint for the next three 
years, in part designed to reas-
sure the EU that the €140 bil-
lion of recovery funds that it’s 
sending to Spain will be used 
constructively. But one won-
ders whether Brussels will be 
happy with the proposals con-
tained within the government’s 
grand-sounding “Recovery, 

Transformation and Resil-
ience” plan, especially as none 
of those unveiled this week 
seem to be directed at manag-
ing the fallout from Covid.  

Ever since the EU funds were 
earmarked for Spain, the coun-
try’s opposition has been urg-
ing the government not to use 
them to pursue its own ideo-
logical agendas; but if Wednes-
day’s speech is anything to go 
by, it looks as if this is precisely 
what the Socialists - along with 

their junior coalition partner, 
leftist Podemos - plan to do. 
The focus was primarily on the 
environment and digitalisa-
tion, with Sánchez promising 
the production of 250,000 elec-
tric cars over the course of a 
year and the refurbishment of 
half a million homes to make 
them more efficient. Sánchez 
also announced the extension 
of the 5G mobile network, so 
that it covers 75% of Spain’s 
population. 

Electric cars and mobile net-
works: really? The Spanish 
government’s draconian lock-
down and chaotic handling of 
the virus, especially earlier 
this year, has resulted in an ex-
tremely vulnerable economy. 
Unemployment and debt are 
set to soar in 2020 and, unless 
tackled head on, may not im-

prove for years. None of the 
measures announced on 
Wednesday directly addressed 
these issues, although Sánchez 
did say that his plans will re-
sult in 800,000 new jobs by 
2022. But what kind of posi-
tions they’ll be and how ex-
actly they’ll be created re-
mains unclear.  

Mariano Rajoy, Sánchez’s 
conservative predecessor, also 
pledged to create 500,000 new 
jobs every year during his 
term, a promise he more or 
less fulfilled; but most of them 
were worthless temporary po-
sitions that offered no stability 
to employees.    

It would have been far more 
encouraging if Sánchez had an-
nounced that some of the EU Co-
vid recovery money was going to 
science and research, in order 

that his government’s handling 
of the virus can be properly ex-
amined by the people qualified 
to do so - i.e. scientists and doc-
tors, not politicians.  

This was one of the requests 
made in a document released by 
55 of Spain’s leading scientific 
and medical associations last 
week, provocatively entitled “On 
Health Matters: You’re In Charge 
But You Lack Knowledge”.  

If their proposals are lis-
tened to, the imposition of 
regulations with zero or little 
scientific basis (the Spanish 
government’s preferred 
method to date) could be 
avoided if another virus 
strikes, which it will do at some 
point. That is surely more im-
portant than increasing the 
number of silent cars on 
Spain’s roads.

Spend it  
wisely

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

The firms discussed 
joining in 2019 but didn’t 
reach a deal, and now 
pressure for the banking 
sector to consolidate has 
pushed them to try again  

NURIA TRIGUERO / N. H.
 

MALAGA. Unicaja Banco and 
Liberbank confirmed on Wednes-
day that they are starting formal 
talks over joining forces. Any suc-
cessful negotiation to merge 
would create Spain’s fifth larg-
est bank. 

Malaga-based Unicaja and Ma-
drid-based Liberbank have 
started detailed talks in the past, 
but these were called off in May 
2019 after no agreement was 
reached on which company would 
have the most weight in the new 
entity.  

The share prices on the Span-
ish stock exchange of both banks 
shot up on Monday on the fresh 
news. Unicaja Banco closed the 
day with a rise of 14.55% and 
Liberbank with 13.58%. 

The rest of the Spanish banking 
sector also saw rises, as investors 
hoped for more mergers and ac-
quisitions. The European Central 
Bank has been calling for a con-
solidation in the European bank-
ing sector, which is seen as vul-
nerable in the wake of a fall in 
profits due to the Covid-19 crisis.  

A merger is already under way 
between CaixaBank and Bankia 
to create Spain’s largest bank and 
Banco Sabadell is viewed as vul-
nerable to a takeover.  

Unicaja Banco and Liberbank 
said on Monday their conversa-
tions had so far been “routine” 
to analyse “possible opportuni-
ties”. However on Wednesday it 
was confirmed that the boards 
of both firms had given the go 
ahead for auditors to come in to 
value them.    

The last negotiations in 2019 
foundered when Unicaja refused 
to have less than 60% of shares 
in the new company and Liber-
bank wanted more than 40%. 

At the end of June, Unicaja 
Banco, a big employer in Malaga 
province, had 63 billion euros in 
assets, 6,274 staff and 1,029 
branches. Liberbank had 45bn 
assets, 3,698 staff and 579  
offices. 

Unicaja grew out of savings 
banks principally in Andalucía, 
while Liberbank was formed in 
2011 by former savings banks in 
the centre and north of Spain.

Shares in Liberbank and Malaga-based 
Unicaja surge as merger talks resume

NURIA TRIGUERO
 

MALAGA. The government is 
working on a sweeping change 
to the way the self-employed 
(‘autónomos’) pay Social Secu-
rity contributions. The aim is 
for autónomos to pay a percent-
age reflecting their real income 
and increase money paid in.   

Currently some 80% of self-
employed pay in only the basic, 
stipulated amount, which 
means low-earning autónomos 
are forced to hand over the same 
amount as high-earners, such 
as company directors, who 
choose to pay only the mini-
mum into their State pension 
and healthcare coverage.  

Self-employed representa-
tives, who support a change, 
have said that, with the current 
economic crisis, now is not the 
right time to put pressure on 
autónomos. Estimates are that 
70% of self-employed may have 
to pay more each month, but 
some would pay less. 

Some 70% of 
‘autónomos’ could 
pay more Social 
Security under 
planned reforms

The directors of the banks have agreed to appoint auditors .  EP

At the end of June,  
Unicaja Banco, a big 
employer in Malaga 
province, had 63 billion 
euros in assets, 6,274 staff 
and 1,029 branches 
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NEWS18 GIBRALTAR

TRADE 

Georgian ambassador 
to UK visits Gibraltar 

D.B.  Sofia Katsarava, the Geor-
gian ambassador to the United 
Kingdom, paid an official visit 
to Gibraltar this week. She met 
the chief minister, Fabian 
Picardo, and minister for Busi-
ness, Tourism and the Port, 
Vijay Daryanani, for talks 
about developing the relation-
ship between Georgia and Gi-
braltar, and also paid a cour-
tesy visit to the Governor, Sir 
David Steel.

COVID-19 

Call for cooperation 
with contact tracing 

D.B.  The Gibraltar government 
has urged people to cooperate 
fully with the Contact Tracing 
Bureau as the number of active 
cases of the virus rose to a re-
cord high earlier this week. Any-
one who tests positive is asked 
for the names of people with 
whom they have been in con-
tact, and those contacts are then 
required to self-isolate. The 
authorities say it is essential that 
information given is accurate.   

IN BRIEF

CULTURE 

This year’s talks will be 
streamed live online and 
members of the public 
are encouraged to send 
in their questions and 
comments 

DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. This year’s Calpe 
Conference, entitled The Natu-
ral History of Gibraltar, Past, Pre-
sent and Future, will take place 
from Thursday 15 to Saturday 
17 October with a host of inter-
esting speakers and a wide range 
of subjects. As in previous years, 
the event is organised by the Gi-
braltar National Museum. 

As usual, the conference will 
take place at the university but 
due to the coronavirus pandemic 
there will be no audience this 
year. Instead, all the lectures can 
be watched online via livestream 
broadcasts from the Calpe Con-
ference YouTube channel. 

There will be two livestream 
sessions per day, morning 

(9.30am to 1pm) and afternoon 
(2.30pm to 6.30pm).  

The public will be able to fol-
low the presentations online and 
the organisers are encouraging 
people to send in questions and 
comments during the presenta-
tions. These must be submitted 
before the end of each lecture 
via the comments section in the 
YouTube stream itself or via the 
museum’s Facebook and Twit-
ter pages. 

Questions will be moderated 
by the person chairing the ses-
sion. If time runs out before the 
next speaker is due, questions 
may be held back to the discus-
sion at the end of each day. 

The subjects covered include 
research into plants by the 
Alameda Botanic Gardens, ants 
and insects on the Rock, an eco-
logical overview of the Gorham’s 
Cave World Heritage Site, bird 
ringing and migration, bat con-
servation, humans and their re-
lationship with the sea, and a 
great many more. The full pro-
gramme can be downloaded 
from the Gibraltar National Mu-
seum website.

Calpe Conference on the 
natural history of Gibraltar 
takes place next week

EVENTS 

DEBBIE BARTLETT.  Anyone visit-
ing Gibraltar on Thursday might 
be forgiven for thinking National 
Day was being celebrated late 
this year because so many peo-
ple were dressed in red. How-
ever, this was a very different 
occasion. They were answering 
the call from the Gibraltar Dys-
lexia Support Group for people 
to wear red to mark World Dys-
lexia Day. 

This active group is helping 
to create a dyslexia-friendly so-
ciety where everyone is sup-
ported so they can succeed, and 

it has organised a number of ac-
tivities to mark this year’s Dys-
lexia Week from 5 to 11 Octo-
ber, including the iconic Moor-
ish castle being illuminated in 
red.  

Dyslexia is a learning disor-
der that can affect the ability to 
read, write, spell and speak. All 
too often people with dyslexia 
suffer because the condition is 
not recognised and they are 
treated as unintelligent when 
the opposite is the case.  

For further information about 
the work of the Gibraltar group, 
see their website dyslexia.gi or 
email info@dyslexia.gi. 

World Dyslexia Day activities 
paint Gibraltar red

University members supporting the cause.  UNIVERSITY OF GIBRALTAR



October 9th to 15th 2020 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

19 NEWSSPAIN

MADRID 

National government and 
regional officials hold 
crisis talks to decide next 
move as the capital area 
still had 575 cases per 
100,000 this week 

SUR 

The Madrid region was plunged 
into more uncertainty and chaos 
on Thursday this week in its fight 
against the high levels of Covid-
19 in the area. A top regional court 
ruled that the tough new restric-
tions, that started last Friday night 
and were imposed by central gov-
ernment, were illegal.  

After the legal decision, the op-
position-led regional government 
of Isabel Díaz Ayuso, who had 
complained about what she felt 
were the over-strict lockdown 
measures, called for Pedro Sán-
chez’s national government to 
work with them to find legally ac-
ceptable rules. Ayuso explained 
that Madrid “can’t take any more”. 

The Madrid regional court over-
turned the tough national govern-
ment measures on lockdown for 
towns over 100,000 people, ap-
plied, among other factors,  where 
contagion rates reached over 500 
people per 100,000 in the previ-
ous 14 days,  

The court was critical of central 
government for not having put in 
place a stronger legal mechanism 

to secure localised lockdowns in 
the time it had had since the start 
of the pandemic. Current legisla-
tion couldn’t be used to restrict 
citizens’ rights and didn’t replace 
a formal state of alarm.  

 On Thursday, prime minister 
Pedro Sánchez said that all avail-

able legal measures now needed 
“to be put on the table”, refusing 
to rule out a return to a state of 
alarm to control Madrid.  

Officials from the national gov-
ernment and the Madrid region 
were due to sit down on Thurs-
day evening to argue out the next 

course of action.    
Isabel Díaz Ayuso in the mean-

time urged people in Madrid not 
to leave the region and to exercise 
caution over the upcoming long 
weekend for the October 12  His-
panic Day celebrations, which this 
year have been severely curtailed. 

Despite disagreeing with na-
tional government’s new rules last 
week, Madrid’s regional health 
ministry had implemented the 
move in the City of Madrid itself 
and nine large towns around it 
with high Covid-19 numbers. In 
the meantime local officials waited 
for a court decision on the legal-
ity, which came out against the 
measures on Thursday.  

On Thursday evening (8 Octo-
ber) the national health ministry 
announced 12,423 new positive 
Covid-19 cases in Spain, the high-
est figure in the week so far. Ma-
drid was still heading the daily list 
of contagions, but the smaller Na-
varra region had the highest case 
rate per inhabitant. Earlier on 
Thursday, Isabel Díaz Ayuso said 
that  the Madrid region had 575 
cases per 100,000 in the last two 
weeks. 

Tougher lockdown in 
Madrid is illegal says 
regional court 

Stricter measures had been resisted by the Madrid regional government.  EP

MADRID 

SUR.  Corinna Larsen, the former 
lover of King Emeritus Juan Car-
los, has spoken out about the 
Royal household and also King 
Felipe VI for “benefiting” all 
his life from the opaque fi-
nances of his father, 
which are currently be-
ing investigated by Span-
ish and Swiss authorities. 
No proof of the accusa-
tion about the current 
king was offered in the 

detailed and widely reported 
video interview given in London 
to the OK Diario website, other 
than mention of court documents. 

She said that there had been 
a substantial change in the atti-
tude of the Crown since the new 
monarch took over from his fa-
ther and that King Felipe was 
“trying to move to a more trans-
parent era in terms of financials”. 

In the interview she said that 
Juan Carlos’s administrators 
moved large sums of money be-
tween Switzerland and Spain, 
and did not deny reports in in-

ternational media that his 
fortune could be between 
1.2 to 2.4 billion euros. 

She said that she had 
been shown a cash room  

at the Zarzuela Palace, 
where Juan Carlos lived,  
including a counting 
machine for banknotes.  

King Juan Carlos’s 
former lover heaps 
criticism on Royal 
household in wide-
ranging  interview 

BARCELONA 

CRISTIAN REINO.  Pablo Iglesias, 
Deputy Prime Minister and leader 
of left-wing Unidas Podemos 
(UP), said on Catalan radio 
on Thursday that he had 
no intention of resigning. 

The angry reaction came 
after an investigating judge 
asked the Supreme Court 
to formally look into Igle-
sias over three possible al-

leged offences. 
These cover: damaging elec-

tronic data; spreading confiden-
tial personal information; and false 
accusation. All stem from the UP 
leader’s supposed link to mobile 
phone evidence belonging to a for-
mer assistant, in the so-called Dina 
Case, itself part of the much wider 
Villarejo Case on eavesdropping 
and corruption.    

Iglesias said he and his party 
were victims of the “sewers” of 
the State. “It is an incomparable 

breach of rights,” he said, add-
ing that there was a con-

spiracy including the po-
litical right to force the UP 
out of the coalition gov-
ernment. He said it was 

“inconceivable” that he 
was going to be formally 
investigated by the court.

Pablo Iglesias says he 
is victim of the dark 
reaches of the State, 
as judge asks for him 
to be investigated 

Pablo Iglesias

Corinna Larsen
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PACHI

Roads, past, present 
and future 
Belated congratulations to 
Andrew Forbes for his article 
Rebuilding Travel, about the 
future of tourism (May 29th). 
I’m sure at my age I will not 
see much of the transforma-
tion. As a child, I used to read 
the Eagle, had all the annuals 
and looked forward to the 21st 
century. Monorails in all cities, 
hovering cars and commer-
cials, totally moving pave-
ments and a lot less poverty. 
Where are they? 

We came out here west of 
Malaga in 1980 in a time 
share next to the “Carriage-
way of Death” for many years 
and then moved over here 
permanently in 1998. 

After lockdown, I drove 
over to Fuengirola to Iceland 
(65km) for the first time for 
ages. What a wonderful and 
pleasant surprise! The best 
drive I have had since our ar-
rival. The traffic  mainly keep-
ing to limits, indicators were 
being used and better than 
most times, lane discipline 
being kept. I knew it would 
not last. 

Digressing slightly, as a 
teenager when the musical 
Hair came to Nottingham I 
went to see it and went on 
stage at the end to strut my 
stuff. Married, Hair was back 

in town again and I went with 
my wife, and much to her con-
sternation I went up on stage 
again, looked down at her, but 
she was smiling as if to say, 
‘he’s not with me’. 

Long story short, the drive 
was so pleasant I felt so elated 
that I put the Hair tape in the 
cassette player and was loudly 
singing away to it as I drove 
home, much to the amaze-
ment of my dog on the rear 
seat as I normally drive in si-
lence. The radio was there for 
my late and wonderful wife, 
but now it is for any passen-
gers that might want it. 

I just thought this might 
bring a smile. 

 
PEDRO GROVES 

Beware handbag 
thieves 

My friend, who is 78 years 
old, was coming out of a su-
permarket in Estepona on 
Tuesday when she was ap-
proached by two men shout-
ing at her. Of course it was a 
distraction. They stole her 
handbag which contained her 
driving licence, NIE card, 
bank cards... 

I just want to alert people, 
especially the older ones, who 
are so trusting! 
 
SHEILA JONES

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

T
idy people are losers. 
Everybody knows this, 
including - indeed, 

maybe especially - tidy people. 
Putting everything in order 
when you could be doing other, 
much more interesting things 
like, for example, being untidy, 
is surely the road to perdition. 

Imagine my surprise, then, 
when earlier this week I felt an 
all-consuming and visceral 
urge to tidy the kitchen in The 
Shakespeare. Just to be clear, 
what we call ‘the kitchen’ would 
have been a bona fide cooking 
space if someone with the 
slightest trace of business acu-
men had taken on the prem-
ises five years ago. The reality 
is, it was me who took it on with 
a vision that was largely based 
on pubs in 1974 episodes of 
The Likely Lads and thus it just 
became a place to chuck stuff 
into whenever the need arose, 

which was often. 
Anyway, I descended on ‘the 

kitchen’ with a vim and vigour 
I’d not enjoyed since I lost a fiver 
down the back of my mate’s sofa 
in our student days. Out with 
the old in with the new, then. 
It’s quite extraordinary what 
had accumulated in the previ-
ous sixty months. All the things 
customers had found, and all 
the things customers had lost 
plus all the things we had found 
and all the things we had lost. 
To wit, I fully expected to come 
across a medium-sized box 
marked ‘Peter’s Dignity’ at some 
point but, mercifully, nothing 
of the sort occurred. 

Necklaces, bracelets, scarves 
and skirts abounded but that’s 
enough about the blokes’ stuff, 
this is an equal opportunities 
article. At one point, I came 
across a beautifully ornate book 
with ‘Accounts 2015’ written 

on the cover (this was the year 
we began the project). Tenta-
tively, I opened it, only to dis-
cover that all the pages were 
blank. Not an inaccurate sum-
mary of proceedings to be fair. 
I’d clearly had some romantic 
notion - though I really can’t 
remember having it, it’s all 
been such a haze - about writ-
ing down the day’s transactions 
with a sturdy quill by candle-
light, in a Dickensian pastiche 
that only I were to be privy to. 
Like I say, the pages were blank. 

But, really. There were so 
many ghosts scattered around 
that kitchen. It took me three 
and a half hours to do a half de-
cent job and by the time I’d fin-
ished, I’d filled five humungous 
bin bags with burnished 
memories. Five years, five bin 
bags. Wasn’t that the title of a 
song by The Smiths? If not, it 
should have been.

Swimming against the tidy

THE MUSIC MAKER 
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T
racers are supposed to be the peo-
ple who go looking for close con-
tacts of a person who has corona-

virus to see whether they have given it 
to anyone else. 

Well here it seems that we, the general 
public, are the ones who have to chase 
after them and the health authorities to 
get someone to test us for Covid-19.  

First because getting someone to an-
swer the phone at your health centre is 

nothing short of mission impossible, and 
sometimes all you can do is turn up in 
person and wait in a queue, either be-
cause you’re ill and can’t wait one or two 
weeks for a doctor to call; or because you 
have symptoms that could be Covid-19, 
or you have been in contact with some-
one who has tested positive, and all this 
can’t wait for days and days. 

You almost feel like going to the air-
port to see if they’ll give you one of those 

rapid PCR tests that the Junta announced 
last week for the tourists.  

Then we wonder why the figures con-
tinue to rise even though we are doing 
as we’re told. With all these obstacles in 
the way of getting a diagnosis, to think 
that everyone is going to self-isolate at 
the slightest sign of a symptom, while 
they wait patiently for someone to contact 
them, sounds like science fiction. Espe-
cially as a lot of people have to work for 
a living and cannot afford to self-isolate 
for two weeks just in case. 

If we then add in the asymptomatic 
cases and those who have been with a 
Covid sufferer but haven’t been traced, 
the curve carries on growing. 

And all this within a framework of 
measures that are a little perplexing; 
such as limiting family gatherings to six 

people. There are five of us in my house, 
for example, and so my parents would 
have to visit one at a time, according to 
the recommendation... you can see how 
this is encouraging us to go out to bars, 
where ten people can get together. 

Incidentally, the biggest killer in Spain 
is cardiovascular disease, ahead of tu-
mours and respiratory illnesses. The bad 
news is that Andalucía leads the board 
in terms of deaths from that cause. Obe-
sity, diabetes and associated socio-eco-
nomic factors are to blame for our death 
rate being almost twice that of Madrid. 
The good news is that it’s not contagious 
and we have a ‘vaccine’ well within reach: 
exercise and a healthy diet. 

Of course people rarely talk about that 
because political leaders can’t blame 
each other for it at heated meetings.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
ANA BARREALES

Come on, trace me

Dad... why do  
all these  

places have  
the same  

name?
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T he sound of screeching ea-
gles and hooting owls 
greets visitors to the Valle 

de las Águilas wildlife centre at 
the top of the Calamorro moun-
tain, beside the cable car top sta-
tion in Benalmádena. What was 
once the dream of falconer Jur-
gen Nikolaus and his son Jan has 
become a reality: one of the big-
gest collections of birds of prey in 
Spain with about 160 examples 
from all over the world, including 
eagles, vultures, falcons, owls, gos-
hawks and even a female Andean 
condor.    

Unfortunately, the tourism cri-
sis resulting from the coronavi-
rus pandemic has left this busi-
ness in a “critical” financial situa-
tion and a staff shortage (they have 
all had to be temporarily laid off), 
and it receives no support except 
from a few volunteers who lend a 
hand with the very long list of tasks 
that have to be fulfilled at this pri-
vately run zoological centre.  

Before the pandemic, they had 
between 200 and 300 visitors 
every day; now there are no more 
than 20 or 30 at weekends, which 
is the only time the cable car runs. 

Those who come to the centre 
- and many people do not even 
know it exists - discover birds from 
almost everywhere on the planet. 
Visitors can watch the birds sched-
uled for a training session that day 
demonstrate their flying and hunt-
ing skills. The biggest attraction 
is seeing an eagle swoop down to 
attack a fox-fur lure, but there are 
other examples of the ancient art 
of falconry as well.  

Jurgen, who is originally from 
Germany and is an elite judo 
player, lived in Japan for several 
years and when he returned to 
Europe he set up a successful 
sports and martial arts centre in 
Strasbourg. At the same time, he 
cultivated his passion for birds. 

One day, tired of that way of life, 
he abandoned his businesses and 
brought his golden eagle Max, who 
is still with him (now at 35 he is 
very elderly and watches visitors 
from a safe perch) to the Costa del 
Sol, after it was proposed that he 
should set up a falconry centre in 
Marbella.  

That was in 1996. The Marbella 
project came to nothing, but he 
set up an alternative centre in 
Benalmádena, giving demonstra-
tions for the public in the garden 
of the Colomares castle.  

He and his son Jan, who came 
not long afterwards to help him, 
had to take flight when construc-
tion work started in the area and 
in 2001 they landed in their pre-

S American 

bald eagle 
Jan, with an 
example of the 
bird which is the 
symbol of the 
USA.  GERMÁN POZO

X In flight    
Right, a griffon 

vulture in the air, 
and below, a 

golden eagle. 
 GERMÁN POZO

 Birds of prey 
The Valle de las 
Águilas centre is 
on top of the 
Calamorro 
mountain in 
Benalmádena. 
 GERMÁN POZO

IGNACIO LILLO 
 

The eagles of 
Benalmádena    
are not 
flying high

160 birds from all 
over the world. One 
of the biggest 
private collections 
of birds of prey in 
Spain, in difficulties 
due to a lack of 
visitors and 
institutional 
support 
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sent location, beside the exit from 
the cable car top station.  

Bred and sold in captivity 
As well as the visits and demon-
strations, they breed and sell birds 
to falconers.  

“We don’t sell to just anybody, 
only to people with experience and 
professionals,” says Jurgen, add-
ing that they are bought especially 
for use at airports and other places 
where bird control is necessary.  

“We try to educate and raise 
awareness among the public and 
we protect the birds, so they don’t 
become extinct,” he explains.  

He says visitors sometimes ask 
if it’s cruel to keep birds of prey 
in captivity, but he explains that 
in the wild these birds only fly 
when they need to “because it 
means wasting energy and they 
don’t want to be flying all day, they 
want to be on their perches”. In 
any case, all the birds are taken 
out to fly in turns, from Monday 
to Sunday, according to each spe-
cies’ needs and whether or not 
there is a show that day.   

Their carers feed them as 
closely as possible to what they 
would find in the wild, such as 

small live animals (pigeons, rab-
bits, rats), with chicken and tur-
key as a dietary complement for 
the eagles and falcons; fish for 
some species and goats and sheep 
for the vultures. A regular com-
ponent of their feed are newborn 
male chickens which are dis-
carded by the meat industry (those 
reared and sold in butchers’ shops 
are always female because they 
grow faster). 

“We get through 80 ten-kilo 
boxes every month and a half,” he 
says. In all, they need several ton-
nes of different meats to feed such 

an extensive brood. 
Olga, an eagle owl, is the first to 

welcome visitors. Among the most 
striking examples at the centre are 
Ulan, a golden eagle, who is one of 
the stars because of his hunting 
skills; the American bald eagle (the 

one on the American flag); several 
species of falcon, including a strik-
ing one from Mexico with spec-
tacular colours, and Sherpa, a 24-
year-old female Andean condor, 
one of the few existing in Spain. 
But the list for enthusiasts is long: 
kites, southern crested caracaras, 
Central European and Siberian 
owls, ospreys, booted eagles, bate-
leurs, Cooper and Harris hawks; 
and also griffon, African and red-
headed vultures.  

No visitors or support 
Jan and Jurgen’s business is in a 
“critical” situation, not only in eco-
nomic terms but because they are 
having to look after the birds prac-
tically alone; the workers have had 
to be temporarily laid-off and there 
are only a few volunteers to help.  

“We have virtually no income, 
only enough money to feed them 
for a few days and our savings are 
running out,” they say. To make 
matters worse, the cable car is only 
operating at weekends at the mo-
ment and few people are taking 
the trip. International tourism, es-
pecially British visitors, used to 
be their main business, along with 
a few local animal lovers who came 

quite regularly.   
“We need more people to find 

out about us and come to visit us. 
A lot of people who live in Malaga 
province aren’t even aware that 
we exist,” says Jan, who admits 
that they feel “beseiged”, in the 
same way as birds in the wild do 
with human pressure.  

“I am fighting to make sure the 
birds don’t realise what is happen-
ing and are still kept in perfect 
condition. I don’t want to have to 
sell them because they are my fa-
ther’s legacy. They are our life and 
we are theirs, after so many years’ 
work they are like children to us,” 
he says.    

Jan admits that he feels “worn 
out”, trying to obtain resources for 
the birds, which is why he is hop-
ing for some type of support from 
the public and the institutions, 
bearing in mind that this centre in 
Benalmádena is one of the biggest 
private collections of birds of prey 
in Spain. He and his father would 
also like to be allowed to give dem-
onstrations at schools.  

They just want a little bit of sup-
port for themselves and their birds. 
If they don’t, they will be doomed 
to extinction. 

Two generations.  Jurgen, with golden eagle Ulan on his arm, 

and his son Jan, at their falconry centre.  GERMÁN POZO

“We need people to find 
out about us and visit us. 
A lot of people who live in 
Malaga province have no 
idea this exists,” says Jan
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Laura Leanne Downes, 
Hannah Conlan, Sharon 
Anderson and Rachael 
England will be jumping 
from a height of three 
kilometres on Saturday 

NERJA. This Saturday, 10 Octo-
ber, at 9am, four British women, 
all residents in the Axarquía, 
will take the plunge from three 
kilometres (9,842 feet) to raise 
money and awareness for local  
charities. 

Laura Leanne Downes, Ra-
chael England,  Sharon Ander-
son and Hannah Conlan will be 
doing a skydive from Cordoba 
airport to raise money for Nerja 
Solidaria, as well as the APAA 
Nerja Rescue and Axarquía Ani-
mal Rescue (AAR) organisations. 

Nerja Solidaria is a Nerja-

based charity which raises funds 
to help feed and support local 
families in need. 

“These fabulous causes are 
close to all our hearts and rely 
on all and continuing support,” 
the girls told SUR in English 
ahead of the jump. 

Donation buckets and spon-
sor forms can be found in 
Fitzgerald’s bar (below Super-
sol),  the Fountain bar, Sparkles 
hairdressing salon and the APAA 
charity shop, all of which are in 
Nerja. 

Laura, 33, has been in Spain 
for 18 years. She lives in Frigili-
ana and works as an estate agent. 
She explained to SUR in English 
that she did a sky dive three 

years ago and raised over 2,000 
euros for APA animal rescue.   

“I thought the first sky dive I 
did was just amazing and loved 
the adrenaline of the days be-
fore, during and after. When I 
posted to do another one, us 
crazy lot got together and said 
we’d do it together for the three 
chosen charities.” 

She added that she “really 
can’t wait to do it again and feel 
all the excitement all over”. 

Rachael, 29, lives in Nerja and 
has been in Spain for 10 years. 
She has run Sparkles hair-
dresser’s for over six years.  

“I’ve never done a skydive but 
can’t wait. I’ve always wanted to 
do one and it’s even better if we 
can raise money for our local 
charities,” she said. 

Sharon, 56, has lived in Nerja 
for nine years, where she part 
owns the Fountain bar, which 
she explains opened one week 
before lockdown. 

She has been a volunteer with 
AAR for seven years and took 
part in the charity zip wire event 
in Comares, also to raise funds 

for AAR in 2019. 
 Sharon says of the forthcom-

ing jump, “It is something I have 
wanted to do for a long time and 
I’m looking forward to raising 
some funds for the three very 
worthy charities,” adding, “I 
think I will need to be pushed!” 

 Hannah, 41, has been living 
in Nerja for five years. She works 
at Fitzgerald’s bar and restau-
rant. “During lockdown Laura 
posted about wanting a chal-
lenge when we got out and, af-
ter a vino, I agreed,” she told to 
SUR in English. 

“Bring it on, I’m petrified and 
excited. Luckily I’m with three 
great girls,” she said. 

“Supporting our chosen chari-
ties is our foremost opportunity 
to help our communities during 
a really tough time,” Hannah 
concluded. 

The girls have all known each 
other for a number of years and 
met through their various jobs; 
Laura said she had sold or 
rented property to the others at 
one stage or another; Rachael 
has cut the others’ hair and they 
often meet up at either the Foun-
tain or Fitzgerald’s bar.   

“Pretty please support us 
bonkers and lovely ladies test-
ing ourselves to literally the sky’s 
the limit,” they asked. 

A GoFundMe page (4 crazy 
chicas - 3 charities - 1 sky dive), 
has been set up and donations 
can also be made there.

The sky’s the limit for four 
girls raising funds for charity

THE SKYDIVERS

Laura L. Downes 

 Estate agent 

“When I 
posted to do 
another skydive 
we all got together and  
said we’d do it for charity”

Hannah Conlan 

 Waitress 

“Bring it on. 
I’m petrified 
and excited. 
Luckily I’m with  
three great girls”

Sharon Anderson 

 Bar owner 

“I’m looking 
forward to 
doing it but I 
think I will need  
to be pushed!”

Rachael England 

 Hairdresser 

“I’ve never 
done a skydive 
but I can’t wait. 
I’ve always wanted  
to do one” 

A GoFundMe page has 
been set up and donations 
can be made in a number 
of establishments in Nerja

JENNIE RHODES 
 

Green energy broker, 
Mariposa Energía, is 
driving down the cost 
of business and 
homeowners’ 
electricity bills with 
cheaper energy 
tariffs, while 
providing 100% 
certified green energy 

The San Pedro-based team 
works exclusively with provid-
ers of renewable and sustain-
able energy, sourced from Span-
ish windfarms, and have been 
saving consumers up to 35% on 
their electricity bills since their 
launch at the end of 2019. 

Wind farms provide one of the 
most environmentally friendly 
sources of energy, with no harm-
ful emissions, no water wast-
age and very little impact on the 
surrounding nature and wildlife. 

Mariposa Energía CEO, Mar-
tin Tye, said: “We know it can 

often be difficult to prioritise our 
planet but our cheaper electric-
ity tariffs give everyone the op-
portunity to save money and 
also to do their bit to help pro-
tect the future of our planet at 
the same time.” 

Switching with Mariposa En-
ergía couldn’t be any easier. Sim-
ply send the team a recent en-
ergy bill and they will calculate 
how much you can save. The 
switch itself is seamless, there 

is no need for new cables, equip-
ment or for any work to be done. 
It’s literally as easy as flicking a 
switch.  

Clients only notice the switch 
has occurred when they start to 
receive cheaper electricity bills.  

Contact the team today for a 
no-obligation quote based on a 
recent electricity bill at 
info@mariposaenergia.es or by 
calling +34 951 120 830 or by 
visiting www.mariposaenergia.es

THE EASIEST WAY TO SAVE MONEY 

AND THE FUTURE OF THE PLANET 

ADVERTORIAL / MARIPOSA ENERGÍA
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GARDENING

Native to the Balearic islands, 
Paeonia cambessedesii is a 
clump forming herbaceous per-
ennial with reddish, leathery 
leaves and single, pink blooms. 
It is commonly called the 
Balearic or Majorcan peony and 
is a member of the Paeoniaceae 
family, which only has one ge-
nus (Paeonia) but around 33 spe-
cies, all of which are believed to 

have descended from two Asian 
ancestors million of years ago.  

The Balearic peony dies 
back to the ground completely 
in winter and produces sturdy, 
red shoots from buds just un-
der the surface in early 
spring. The red 
colour is 
caused by 
high levels 

of anthocyanins which absorb 
sunlight and prevent freezing 
of the tender, new growth.  

The lower leaves are oval 
shaped leaflets while the up-
per leaves are deeply lobed. 

The characteristic oval leaf-
lets are what makes 

this peony unique. 
 The bluish-

green leaves 
have promi-
nent veins 
and are 
purple-red 
u n d e r -
neath.  

Each stem 
bears just 

one flower bud 
which opens to 

display a cup 
shaped bloom six to 

12 cm across with pale pink 
petals and lots of fluffy, yellow 
anthers. The flowers have a 
sweet scent, said to be simi-
lar to roses. 

The flowers of the Balearic 
peony don’t last long and are 
followed by carmine coloured 
fruits containing shiny black 
seeds. These can be used for 
propagation after a lengthy 
stratification but may take 
years to germinate and then 
several more years to flower. 
However, dividing the clump 
is also going to delay flower-
ing as peonies in general hate 
root disturbance. 

An ideal situation would 
be in a location that gets 
plenty of sun and has deep, 
well-drained soil, preferably 
alkaline.  

The carrot shaped roots 
were once used as a cure for 
epilepsy but all parts of the 
plant are very toxic.  

Paeonia cambessedesii is 
one of Spain’s endangered 
plants and it is illegal to col-
lect specimens from the wild. 

Paeonia cambessedesii

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Paeonia cambessedesii and flower (inset).  WIKIMEDIA / FLICKR

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

Reader Andrew Stone sent in this photo of Pleiospilos simulans, a 

‘living stone’ cactus that he grew from seed. He says, “its flowers 
open in late afternoon in autumn before their winter dormancy.”

A living stone

ANDREW SLOAN

Commonly called the bird of paradise plant (or crane flower), 
Strelitzia is native to South Africa and needs plenty of sunshine to 
flower. This photo was sent in by Ann Pennington.

Strelitzia reginae

surface in early 
. The red 

is
d by 
vels 

The characterist
lets are wh

this peo
 Th

gre
ha
n
a
p
u
n

be
one

which
display

shaped blo
12 cm across with

ANN PENNINGTON



October 9th to 15th 2020 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

27 LIFESTYLE
DEBBIE  
BARTLETT

T
he Valencia region is not 
as well-known abroad as 
its neighbour Catalonia 

and many people are surprised 
to learn that it is an autonomous 
region in its own right, but it 
has an interesting history 
and part of that has 
led to 9 October - 
‘Nou d’Octubre’ - 
being celebrated 
as its ‘national 
day’ each year.   

The celebra-
tions are held to 
commemorate 9 
October 1238, 
when King James 
I entered the city of Valencia, 

a week after liberating it from 
500 years of Moorish rule. Sur-
prisingly, the king didn’t just 
annex the kingdom of Valencia 
to his own territories, but es-
tablished it as an autonomous 
region, with its own governing 
bodies and courts. This was the 
birth of the Valencian Commu-
nity as we know it today, and it 
is a source of great pride for the 
people of the region. 

One of the traditions associ-
ated with this day is the cere-
monial lowering of the region’s 
Senyera flag outside Valencia 

City Hall, and instead of 
being carried out 

through the main 
entrance it is 
passed down 
over the main 
balcony and 
taken in proces-

sion to the Par-
terre, where a flo-
ral tribute is laid 
before the statue 

of King James. Then, after the 

Valencian anthem has been 
sung, it is transferred to the His-
tory Museum. The flag has red 
and yellow horizontal stripes 
with a blue patterned strip down 
one side. 

Of course, a Spanish festival 
wouldn’t be the same without a 
party, and celebrations take 

place all over the region, includ-
ing fireworks and Moors and 
Christians parades, although 
the most spectacular events are 
to be found in the city. This year, 
with the pandemic, of course, 
Valencia’s National Day will be 
a much quieter affair than usual. 

However, 9 October also hap-

pens to be the day of St Dio-
nysius, which in Valencia is the 
equivalent of Valentine’s Day, 
and local confectioners bake lit-
tle marzipan figures so men can 
present their wives and girl-
friends with a ‘Mocadorà’, a bun-
dle of these sweet treats, as an 
expression of their love. 

A special day of celebration in Valencia region
Conmemorar To 

           commemorate 
Conquistador Conqueror 

Celebración Celebration 

Tradición Tradition 

Territorio Territory 

Comunidad Community 

Pirotécnico Fireworks 

Catedral Cathedral 

Procesión Procession 

Musulmán Muslim 

Bandera Flag 

Estatua Statue 

Rey King 

Reino Kingdom 

Ciudad City 

Estandarte Standard 

Región Region 
Mazapán Marzipan

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E9 OCTOBER 1238

The flag is passed over the City Hall balcony in an image from 2018.  SUR 
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On 9 October, Valencia 
celebrates its freedom 
from 500 years of 
Moorish rule and the 
region also enjoys the 
equivalent of 
Valentine’s Day 

The statue of James I 
the Conqueror.  SUR
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back page



 
October 9th to 15th 2020 

SUR IN ENGLISHLIFESTYLE28

W hen she announced 
her news, the re-
sponse was nearly al-

ways the same: a couple of slaps 
on the back, a forced smile and 
the words “good luck”, a sort of 
commiseration in advance. Time 
has gone by and her idea, far 
from fading, produced an art 
gallery with her name above the 
door: Isolina Arbulu.  

“There are plenty of collec-
tors in Marbella, but they have 
always bought works of art from 
elsewhere. If you go to some-
one’s house there are usually 
some very important pieces 
there, so we have to work on our 
credibility so that clients in Mar-
bella come to the galleries in 
Marbella,” she says.  

The luxury Costa resort has 
seen a significant increase in 
the number of private art gal-
leries with a focus on contem-
porary art. Half a dozen have 

opened in the past three years, 
following in the footsteps of the 
Yuster/Giner, which has been in 
operation for around seven 
years.  

“Juan Pablo (Yusto) has dis-
covered many artists, and that 
is essential work,” says Flor 
Reiners of Reiners Contempo-
rary Art.  

“We opened our gallery in 
February 2019. I had already 
worked beforehand as an ad-
viser to museums and private 
collections in Brazil and Ger-
many and I decided to open a 
place of my own,” she says.  

She has an international back-
ground. After studying Econom-
ics in her native Brazil, she ex-
panded her training with art 
studies in Germany. Five years 
ago she moved to Marbella, and 
18 months ago she opened her 
gallery which places a special 
focus on young artists.  

“We need to have a good base 
now in order to have a good fu-
ture. Many of our clients buy 
their first work of art from us, 
and that is very important. Af-
ter all, we don’t sell sofas, we sell 
stories,” says Reiners.  

Social media is also a crucial 
shop window for her business, 
especially Instagram. “It pro-
vides us with a very fast and ag-
ile form of communication,” she 
explains.   

The digital window 
“During the lockdown it became 
clear that digital platforms are 
the present and the future. Ap-
plications like Instagram are 
ideal for small galleries like us, 
while a website tends to be more 
formal. However, the work peo-
ple do online shouldn’t make 
them forget how important it is 
to have premises as well, be-
cause a physical space is still a 

way of giving a gallery an iden-
tity,” say María Rodríguez Mo-
lero and Clío Yusto Giner, when 
talking about Marbella’s grow-
ing protagonism in the art world.  

“In Marbella there is extraor-
dinary scope for development,” 
says Marifé Núñez, who runs Es 
Art Gallery, which opened in San 
Pedro Alcántara three years ago.  

She says her clientele has an 
“international profile”, coming 
especially from Scandinavia, 
Germany and the UK. “Although 
it is almost impossible to draw 
up a set profile of a Marbella col-
lector, because there is such a 
wide variety,” she says.  

Nevertheless, all the gallery 
owners say that most of their cli-
ents are foreigners, many of 
them resident in Marbella or the 
nearby area.  

Sholeh Abghari, of the gallery 
of the same name, agrees. She 
opened her business in the cen-
tre of Marbella a year ago. She  
previously worked in Teheran, 
Dubai, Milan, Paris and London, 
and has now settled in Marbella, 
where she met her husband.  

“We decided this would be a 
good place to open a gallery,” 
she says. “Firstly because my 
family are here, and secondly 
because Marbella is changing a 
great deal and it has great po-
tential as an artistic destination. 
These days, people prefer to 
come to places like Marbella 
rather than those where there 
are more people and pollution. 
Especially with the Covid-19 
situation,” says Abghari, who 
trained at the Hotel Drouot in 
Paris and Sotheby’s in London.   

Women leading the growth 
The new art scene in Marbella 
has a definite feminine aspect. 
Four of the six most recently 
opened galleries are run by 
women, with Juan Pablo Yusto 
at Yusto/Giner and Mattias Tonn-
heim at Wadström Tönnheim 
being the exception. Together, 
these six have completely revi-
talised the art scene in the Costa 
resort. 

As Isolina Arbulu explains: 
“Ten years ago there were hardly 
any designer furniture shops in 
Marbella. People who lived here 
used to buy elsewhere for their 
properties here. That has 
changed now. What is happen-
ing with contemporary art is 
similar. The clients exist, but 
until a short time ago there was 
nothing for them to buy here.”   

Arbulu combines well-known 
Spanish and international art-
ists with up-and-coming young-
sters, from Javier de Juan to Pa-
blo Mercado, Aixa Portero to 
Rosa Muñoz, to mention a few 
examples of the creators whose 
works have been on display at 
this gallery. The owner is of Pe-
ruvian origin but decided two 
years ago to “follow in the foot-
steps” of the Yuster/Giner in 
Marbella.  

“Initially, you’re so excited 
about opening a gallery because 
of the pure pleasure of discov-
ering artists and sharing with 
other people what inspires you 
about their works. Then, when I 
saw how good the response was, 
I got hooked. So here we are,” 
says Arbulu, whose eyes still 
shine with enthusiasm despite 
the crisis, the pandemic, the  
forecasters of doom and those 
condescending slaps on the 
back.  

Enterprise. Half a dozen private 
galleries have opened in recent 
years, multiplying the  
opportunities in an area which 
has a sizeable community of 
international collectors

Marbella aims 

to be the 

Golden Mile of 

modern art

X Sholeh Abghari 
opened her gallery 
a year ago.

   Clío Yusto Giner, María Ro-
dríguez Molero, Flor Reiners, 
Marifé Núñez and Isolina Arbulu, 
together in the Yusto/Giner gal-
lery.  :: JOSELE

ANTONIO  
JAVIER LÓPEZ

These galleries also use 
digital platforms as a 
support to market what 
they have to offer   
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EXHIBITIONS 

Robert Harding  

MALAGA. Until 25 October. Estudio 

Ignacio del Río, C/ San Lorenzo.  

The exhibition Shinto shows recent 

work by British sculptor Robert 

Harding, inspired by the Eastern Tao-

ist philosophy. 

Yul Hanchas  
MIJAS. Until 19 October. Casa Museo 

de Mijas. 

An exhibition of drawings and paint-

ings entitled Andalucía de Hanchas. 

Women  
LA CALA DE MIJAS. Until 26 Octo-

ber. Centro Cultural La Cala. 

This is a collective exhibition by 

twelve artists and a sculptor with 

works based on the theme Women.  

Ana Barriga 
MARBELLA. Until 21 November. Gal-

ería Yusto/Giner. La Ermita industrial 

estate, C/Madera, 9. 

The exhibition La Vida del Difunto by 

Ana Barriga consists of 12 large for-

mat paintings using mixed media (oil, 

enamel, marker, spray can). Viewing 

is by previous appointment only. 

Email: galeria@yusto-giner.com Call: 

951507053. 

Michelle Span 
ESTEPONA. Until 22 October. Casa 

de los Tejerinas, Plaza de las Flores. 

Tuesday to Saturday, 9am to 8pm. 

The Colours of Elegance is an exhibi-

tion of painted fans by Dutch artist 

Michelle Span. 

José Miguel Chico López 
MALAGA. From 9 October. Galería 

JM, Duquesa de Parcent 12. 

De Gente en Gente is an exhibition of 

works by José Miguel Chico López. 

ACA exhibition 
MARBELLA. Until 16 October. Mag-

pie Art Gallery, C/Virgen del Pilar. 

The Art and Culture Association Mar-

bella has organised this exhibition by 

Granada resident Andrés Aguilera 

Teruel. 

Malaga Picasso Museum 
MALAGA.  Museo Picasso Málaga, 

Calle San Agustín.  

Main collection. Dialogues with 

Picasso. Collection 2020-2023 is 

formed by 120 works by the artist. 

These include the cubist sculpture 

Glass of Absinthe (1914) and the 

painting Susanna and the Elders 

(1955). www.museopicasso-

malaga.org. 

The Russian Museum 
MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 

Sor Teresa Prat. 

Temporary exhibitions.The two tem-

porary exhibitions currently at the 

museum are Rompiendo el Silencio. 

El cine Mudo en Rusia (Breaking the 

Silence. Silent Film in Russia) and 

Andrèi Tarkovsky. Maestro del Espa-

cio (Master of Space).  

Annual exhibition. The current 

annual exhibition at the Russian 

museum features true-to-life works 

from the past three centuries. From 

still lifes of the 18th century to eve-

ryday scenes painted only a few 

months ago, the museum has created 

a tour consisting of 163 works in a 

succession of rooms. Until April 2021. 

Centre Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

Nicolás de Staël. Until 29 November. 

Born in St Petersburg in 1914 but 

exiled in France, Staël exhibited for 

the first time in 1944. His abstract 

works reflect an austere and sombre 

time, but gradually incorporate more 

light and colour towards 1952 when 

he adopted a more figurative style of 

painting. 

From Miró to Barceló. The semi-per-

manent exhibition is entitled De Miró a 

Barceló. Un siglo de arte español. A 

chronological journey through a cen-

tury of Spanish art. 

Charo Carrera. Until March 2021. The 

main staircase in the Centro Pompi-

dou is the site for the painting Si yo, 

Si tú by veteran artist Charo Carrera. 

Michelle Span, Estepona. 

A new exhibition in 
Estepona features a 
collection of abstract 
works using acrylic, 
resin and ceramic  

TONY BRYANT  

ESTEPONA. Swedish artist Kjell 
Sporrong is to launch an exhi-
bition of his abstract art in La 
Casa de Las Tejerinas in Plaza 
de Las Flores, Estepona, this 
evening (Friday). 

Born in Stockholm in 1962, 
Kjell has spent his life explor-
ing different creative direc-
tions. After studying music at 
the Adolf Fredrik Music School, 
he turned his attention to fash-
ion design. Arriving on the 
Costa del Sol in 2000, the mul-
titalented artist acquired a pas-
sion for painting, and several 
years later he began taking 
classes with Mijas-based art-
ist Joy Fahey.  

This resulted in his first art 
exhibition in Competa in 2019. 
His new exhibition, which was 
previously displayed in Nerja 
and Frigiliana, features a col-
lection of abstract works using 

a mixture of medias, including 
acrylic, resin, ceramic and “lots 
of plaster to build up structure”. 

His paintings employ various 
techniques and include the Mys-
tery Colour and the Paper Print 
series, and the somewhat som-

bre Dark Thoughts collection.  
The exhibition, which runs 

until 21 October, will be open 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9am 
until 8pm. The artist will be on 
hand to discuss his art each day 
between 4pm and 6pm.

Abstract artist Kjell Sporrong brings his work to Estepona.  SUR

Revealing the creative 
direction of a Swedish artist 
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EXHIBITIONS 

CAC Málaga 

MALAGA.  Contemporary Art Centre. 

C/Alemania.  

Nan Goldin. Until 25 October. Ameri-

can artist Nan Goldin is the author of 

a sequence of video clips entitled 

Siren in Espacio 5 of the gallery. 

Bosco Sodi. Until 6 December. Ergo 

Sum is the first solo exhibition by 

Bosco Sodi in Spain. It consists of 30, 

large, black, monochromatic paint-

ings and several golden sculptures.  

Philippe Pasqua. Until 29 November. 

El Lado Oscura is the title of this 

exhibition which encompasses 40 

works completed by artist Philippe 

Pasqua over the last 30 years. It 

includes large format paintings, 

drawings and sculptures. The major-

ity of the pieces portray faces and 

nudes of disabled children, transgen-

der persons, prostitutes and mem-

bers of his own family. 

Fernando Clemente 
MALAGA.  Until 11 October. Sala 

Coracha, behind the Museo del Patri-

monio Municipal. 

Around sixty works created over the 

last fifteen years by Fernando 

Clemente entitled I Love Pintura.  

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 9.30 - 

2.30pm. 7 - 9pm Tuesday to Friday. 

9.30am - 9pm Saturday and Sunday. 

Collection.  A journey through mainly 

Spanish art from the Old Masters 

through Romantic Landscape and 

Costumbrismo, Précieux Style and 

Naturalist Painting and Fin-de-Siècle. 

Masks. Metamorphosis of Modern 

Identity. Until 10 January 2021. The 

new season’s exhibition running con-

sists of over 100 works by national 

and international artists.  

Charo Carrera 
MALAGA. Until 22 October. Sala 

Alfajar, C/Císter. 

El Legado de Egeria (The Legacy of 

Egeria) is an exhibition by artist Charo 

Carrera. Egeria (Etheria or Aetheria) 

was a Hispanic aristocrat whose let-

ters to friends telling of her trips 

around the world are some of the 

earliest of their kind, written in the 

fourth century. A fragment of her 

‘Itinerarium ad Loca Sancta’ is kept in 

the library in Arezzo, Italy. The artist 

pays tribute to this woman, to her 

spirit of adventure and curiosity.  

When words transform into art 
MALAGA. Until 31 October. Sociedad 

Económica de Amigos del País, Plaza 

de la Constitución. 

Patrimonio Bibliográfico Malagueño: 

La Biblioteca de la Económica. Una 

Herencia Compartida is an exhibition 

of around 60 books, magazines, pho-

tographs and documents from the 

1850s that record the modernisation 

and culturalisation of Malaga. 

Los Machados 
MALAGA. Until 12 December. Centro 

Cultural Fundación Unicaja. Plaza del 

Obispo. 

Around 200 pieces are on display 

that  form the legacy of the poets, 

the Machado brothers Antonio and 

Manuel. It includes photos, drawings, 

documents and transcripts, many of 

which have not been exhibited in 

public before.   

Museo Revello  de Toro 
MALAGA. Closed Mondays. C/Afligi-

dos. 

Félix Revello de Toro is a distin-

guished Malaga artist. Around 117 of 

his works are on display in the 

museum which regularly holds work-

shops and art classes for children and 

adults. More information 

call:952062069 or email: museorev-

ellodetoro@gmail.com 

Museum Jorge Rando  
MALAGA. C/ Cruz del Molinillo. 

www.museojorgerando.org 

Expressionist museum of work by 

painter and sculptor Jorge Rando. 

Enrique Brinkmann 
CHURRIANA. Until 5 January, 2021. 

Casa Gerald Brenan, Calle   

Torremolinos. 

Artist Enrique Brinkmann has an 

exhibition of 12 of his works entitled 

Estrellas para Brenan, Obra Gráfica, 

a personal tribute to the writer. 

Brinkmann has exhibited in the 

MOMA  in New York as well as many 

other museums and art galleries 

around the world. 

ANEDA 
NERJA. Until 17 October, 11am 2pm; 

7-10pm. La Sala Municipal, C/Almi-

rante Ferrándiz.  

ANEDA is a group of 20 international 

artists. They will be exhibiting a 

selection of their works. 

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

Evita 

FUENGIROLA. 14 to 25 October, 

7.30pm weekdays, 7pm on Sundays. 

Salon Varietés theatre.  

The West End smash hit musical is 

back! Music by Andrew Lloyd 

Webber; lyrics by Tim Rice. 

Autumn Jazz Festival  
ALMUÑÉCAR. Auditorio Casa de la 

Cultura, 9pm. www.bravoentradas.es 

9 October. Puro Gershwin. 

Sheila Blanco, Federico Lechner and 

Chema Saiz. 

10 October.  Moisés P. Sánchez  

Quintet. 

12 October. Antonio Lizana Trio. 

Cervantes Theatre anniversary 
concerts 
MALAGA. Teatro Cervantes.  

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

the theatre the concerts are free but 

seats must be reserved in advance.  

6 November, 8.30pm. Camilla 

George, Jamaican jazz band. 

20 November, 8pm. Juan Diego Flo-

res, opera singer. Accompanied by 

the Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Coyote Saloon concerts 
LAS LAGUNAS. Fridays and Satur-

days throughout October. 

10 October. ZZ Rated, ZZTop tribute. 

16 October. Punk rock band the Rein-

fected with covers of the Sex Pistols, 

The Clash and The Damned.  

17 October. Stereo 80pop band.  

23 October. The Moneymakers 

30 October. The Lost Boys. 

Reservations essential. More info 

Facebook: Coyote Bowling Saloon. 

Buzz Lovers 
MALAGA. Cochera Cabaret, Saturday 

10 October, 10pm. Avenida de los 

Guindos 19. 

Nirvana tribute band the Buzz Lovers 

will be at the Cochera Cabaret. 

www.lacocheracabaret.com 

FLAMENCO 

Flamenco al Compás 

MIJAS. 16, 17 October, 9pm. Teatro 

Las Lagunas  

The Heredia Cuadro Flamenco will be 

performing on the first night and the 

exceptional flamenco guitarist Carlos 

Haro on the Saturday. Entry is free 

but booking essential. Book from ten 

days before at the Casa Museo 

Pueblo de Mijas, at the Casa de Cul-

tura  Las Lagunas or in the Centro 

Cultural La Cala de Mijas. 

Bonela Hijo & Gaspar Rodríguez 
ESTEPONA. 9 October, 8.30pm. 

Padre Manuel cultural centre. 5 euros.  

Bonela Hijo and Gaspar Rodríguez 

give a flamenco song and guitar 

recital accompanied by David Galiano 

on percussion. 

Ana Fargas 
ESTEPONA. 17 October, 8.30pm. 

Centro Cultural Padre Manuel.  

Singer Ana Fargas and her flamenco 

combo perform in aid of Estepona 

Solidaria. 

Museum Jorge Rando, Malaga. 

Jazz singer Sheila Blanco. 
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DANCE 

Danza Málaga 

MALAGA. From 6 October until 1 

November. Teatro Cervantes / Echega-

ray. www.teatrocervantes.com 

As part of the Teatro Cervantes 150th 

anniversary celebrations the dance fes-

tival includes 29 events and 16 shows 

throughout October. Tickets cost 20 

euros for Teatro Cervantes and 15 

euros for Teatro Echegaray. There are 

also two shows for children (6 euros). 

MORE IDEAS 

Book and art sale 

MALAGA. St George’s Anglican 

Church, 25 October from 12.30pm.  

A Book and Art Sale will take place at 

St George’s Anglican Church, located 

in the grounds of the historical 

Cementerio Inglés, Avenida de Príes 

1, close to the bullring.  

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR. Lux Mundi Ecu-

menical Centre, Avda Moscatel.  

Mondays 10.30am - 1pm. Knitting 

and crochet group. Learn how to 

make items for charity.  

Mondays 10am - 1pm. Craft group.  

Wednesdays 10am - 1pm. Art group.  

Fridays 11am - 1pm. Coffee morning. 

Lux Mundi Taize Prayer Meeting 
TORRE DEL MAR. 30 October, 

8.15pm. San Andrés parish church. 

Place a candle with the names of 

loved ones who have departed and 

pray for all who have lost their lives 

in the pandemic. Call: 952 543 334 or 

email: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling to 

check for any last-minute changes. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es 

Greenland: 21.00 (Tues). 

Captive State:  19.50 (Tues). 

Rifkin’s Festival: 20.30 (Tues). 

Tenet: 20.35 (Tues) 

The Vigil 20.20 (Tues) 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

Rifkin’s Festival: 20.30 (Tues) 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

Summer of 85: 20.05(Tues). 

Falling: 20.20(Tues). 

Rifkin’s Festival: 20.00 (Tues) 

Tenet: 21.25 (Tues). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com 

Rifkin’s Festival: 16.30, 20.45, 23.00 

Falling: 19.30, 22.15 

Summer of 85: 16.45, 19.15, 21.45 

Cine-club Estepona 
ESTEPONA. Centro Cultural Padre 

Manuel 

Rocketman: 20.00. Thursday 15 

October.

Nigel Gilbert is showing 
his latest work at the Bio 
Beach Club restaurant 
and gallery in El Morche 
until 28 October 

JENNIE RHODES
 

EL MORCHE. Architect and illus-
trator Nigel Gilbert is holding an 
exhibition of his work at the Bio 
Beach Club restaurant and gal-
lery in El Morche until 28 Octo-
ber. 

The exhibition, Escape, is a col-
lection of 30 line drawings, filled 
with pastel colours. 

Nigel, 74, explains that his in-
spiration comes from “observing 
people” and “capturing un-
guarded moments”. 

“My style is influenced by com-
ics, panels and Japanese wood-
cuts. Ink line and wash are used 
to set down shapes, tones and tex-
tures,” he told SUR in English. 

This is the second exhibition 
that Nigel has had since moving 
to Torrox Costa just over a year 
ago with his wife, Susie. The pre-

vious exhibition took place in No-
vember 2019 at La Vaquería in 
Benamargosa. 

Before moving to Spain, Nigel 
worked both as an architect and 
illustrator in England and Wales. 

He also taught architecture in 
Manchester and Liverpool. 

Originally from Wolverhamp-
ton, Nigel moved to Newcastle to 
train as an architect, before liv-
ing in Chester and then North 
Wales. 

Some of his work as a freelance 
architect includes projects for the 
London docklands at Ebsfleet. In 
terms of his illustration work, Ni-
gel highlights an exhibition at the 
National Waterfront Museum in 
Swansea, which used his water-
colour paintings; as well as draw-
ings which tell the history of the 
key in front of Conwy Castle in 
Wales. 

He has had exhibitions at the 
Mall and Anise Galleries in Lon-
don, as well as the National Wa-
terfront Museum, the Oriel Ynyws 
Mon and the Royal Cambrian 
Academy, all of which are in 
Wales. 

While Nigel says he is enjoy-
ing life in the area, he admits the 
timing of their move wasn’t ideal 
due to the coronavirus pandemic; 
he says, however, that in terms of 

his work, the lockdown “was very 
productive”. 

Susie and Nigel have been rent-
ing an apartment and are in the 
process of buying a house in Tor-
rox Pueblo. “One of the require-

ments was a studio for me and a 
space for Susie to work as she 
makes jewellery.” 

Nigel said, “I am now hoping 
to find my feet in the artistic com-
munity here.” 

Nigel Gilbert with some of his drawings.  J. RHODES

An exhibition that offers an 
‘escape’ from the pandemic

 What.   Escape, an exhibition 
of line drawings by Nigel Gil-
bert. All drawings are for sale. 

 Where.   The Bio Beach Club 
restaurant and gallery, Paseo 
Marítimo, El Morche. 

 When.   Until 28 October.  
Restaurant open 9am to 11pm.

THE EXHIBITION

“I am now hoping to  
find my feet in the  
artistic community  
here in the Axarquía”
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The treatment, which 
regenerates veins and 
arteries in the clitoris, is 
already being used for 
several patients by a 
clinic in Malaga  

MALAGA. Stress, medical treat-
ments, poor sex education, meno-
pause or traumatic sexual rela-
tions can be reasons why some 
women do not reach orgasm. 
Some never have one (primary 
anorgasmia) and others stop do-
ing so for some reason (secon-
dary anorgasmia).  

In addition to the hormonal, psy-
chological and physiotherapeutic 
treatments with pelvic floor exer-
cises, there is now a pioneering 
technique available in Malaga, 
which is based on the application 
of hydraulic shock waves. 

 “It is an innovative and pain-
less treatment which can be car-
ried out as an outpatient, and it 
has been used for the past 18 
months in the USA with a success 
rate of between 80 and 85 per 
cent,” said urologist Pedro Torre-
cillas during the presentation of 
the new method, which several pa-
tients at the Salud Íntima de la Mu-
jer medical centre in Malaga be-
gan to receive last week. 

This technique has been in use 
for the past ten years to treat erec-
tile dysfunction and the method 
follows the lines of lithotripsy (de-
struction of kidney stones), but is 
less powerful and only uses the 
waves in the positive phase. The 
patients are given small hydrau-
lic impulses to regenerate veins 
and arteries in the clitoris and the 
tissues of the cavernous bodies of 
the female genitals.  

“With this, we achieve a hyper-
vascularisation and greater oxy-
genation of the tissues. After be-
ing regenerated and restored, 
sensitivity increases and with it 
the possibilities of the women 
reaching orgasm,” explained Su-
sana Varela, a specialist in regen-
erative, aesthetic and functional 
gynaecology.   

This technique also has analge-
sic and anti-inflammatory effects 

on problems arising from other 
medical or secondary conditions.  

The only contraindications are   
patients with cancer, pregnant 
women and those who have been 
fitted with a pacemaker.  

Anorgasmia is treated at this 
clinic in Malaga by a multidisci-
plinary team of urologists, gynae-
cologists and physiotherapists, this 
being an integral treatment.  

María Elena Molina, academic 
sub-director of the Masters 
course in Physiotherapy for Pel-
vic Floor Dysfunction at Malaga 
University, said that through dif-
ferent techniques “we help the 
patient to achieve a good move-
ment of the pelvic floor during 
sexual intimacy, where there are 
changes in tension”.    

In Andalucía over one and a half 

million women are affected by 
anorgasmia and nationally the fig-
ure rises to five million.  

“These patients are desperate, 
thinking they were born with some-
thing wrong with them. Faking 
orgasm isn’t the solution, it is part 
of a problem that can be resolved 
and now, with the use of these 
shock waves, we are convinced 
that this is a major step in resolv-
ing this type of sexual dysfunc-
tion,” said Dr Torrecillas.  

He explained that two 20-min-
ute sessions a week are needed 
for three or four weeks in order 
for the therapy to work, “although 
after the third application you can 
already see the initial results,” he 
said.  

How much does it cost? Between 
150 and 200 euros per session.

A pioneering 
technique uses 
shock waves to 
assist orgasm

Urologist Pedro Torrecillas (first left), with his team.  SUR

The origins of a 
revolutionary method 

Shock waves are high-energy 
sound waves which stimulate 
the cells to produce factors of 
regeneration. Their use in 
medicine began in the 1980s 
when the Dornier company, 

after seeing the cracks which 
appeareed in the fusilage of 
some planes when they broke 
the sound barrier, started 
studying the effects of shock 
waves on bladder stones. 
Since then,they have been 
used in cosmetic, physio-
therapeutic and erectile dys-
function treatments. 

SUSANA ZAMORA 
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Aefat is raising funds to 
support a research 
project on ataxia 
telangiectasia at the 
University of Navarra 

TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. The Aefat association, 
formed by family members of 
ataxia telangiectasia patients, 
has thought of a safer format for 
its  rescheduled sixth Malaga 
Race, which should have taken 
place in September, to avoid the 

risk of coronavirus contagion.  
The seven-kilometre race, 

which last year attracted more 
than 1,000 runners, has been re-
placed by a solidarity challenge 
that will take place until Sunday 
18 October. This year, organis-
ers are encouraging people of all 
ages to participate in the #7xAe-
fat challenge, an event to raise 
funds and awareness of this rare 
neurodegenerative disease that 
causes progressive disability and 
affects around 30 children in 
Spain, one of whom lives in 
Malaga. 

Organised by Malaga city hall 
and Aefat, participants are asked 
to post a photograph or video of 
their chosen challenge on the 
association’s Facebook or Insta-
gram page. Participants must 
make a five-euro donation to take 
part (dorsalchip.es), and the chal-
lenge can be anything so long as 
it is related to the number seven.  

Jorge, a sixteen-year-old from 
Malaga who suffers with the dis-
ease, will participate in the event 
and has enlisted the help of his 
former primary school, Los Mo-
rales, which has supported the 

initiative since its founding in 
2014. The event will again be 
sponsored by local actor Salva 
Reina, who, along with Jorge’s 
family, friends and volunteers, 
is a regular participant. 

As in previous years, all funds 
raised will be donated to the re-
search project that Aefat is fi-
nancing at the University of Na-
varra Clinic.  

All participants will be entered 
into a draw with prizes donated 
by participating companies.  

Jorge’s mother and Aefat’s vice 

president, Isabel Olea, said, 
“Those registered can do what-
ever they want, so long as it re-
lates to the number seven. We 
can’t meet to do the race together 
as we did in other years, but at 
least this format makes it easier 
for people from anywhere to par-
ticipate: the main thing is that 
people take part.” 

Actor Salva Reina and Jorge at last year’s Aefat charity run in aid of ataxia telangiectasia.  SUR

Challenge launched in aid of 
sufferers of rare disease

i   More information  : 

www.aefat.es
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T
he first tangerines of the 
season can now be found 
in fruit shops on the 

Costa del Sol, although my local 
greengrocer said it was better 
to call them ‘mandarinas’.  

“Tangerino soy yo,” Mustafa 
shouted, proudly referring to his 
Tangierian origin.  

In the grocers on the other 
side of the street, the Chinese 
seller explained almost the same 
but the other way round. He said 
that Mandarin is the language 

spoken in China and to a certain 
extent he is also a ‘mandarin’. 
In his country he worked as a 
mandarin because originally, 
this word meant simply “Chi-
nese official” and comes actu-
ally from the Hindi ‘mantrin’, 
meaning ‘counsellor’.  

The Indian owner of the third 
fruit shop in the neighbourhood 
of Torremolinos was writing 
‘clementinas por 0,99’ onto the 
box with green tangerines. He 
doesn’t know why these fruits 

have this name but in his coun-
try and even in England he sold 
them as... ‘Robson’.  

There is not much informa-
tion as to why some of these or-
ange fruits are called Robson 
but, in the case of Clement, there 
is a trusted legend.  

Marie-Clément Rodier was a 
French missionary brother, who 
in the 19th century helped to 
run an orphanage in Algeria. He 
liked to spend time with the or-
phanage’s citrus trees, and made 
grafts from an uncultivated tree 
that had grown among thorn 
bushes in the orchard. One of 
the grafts resulted in a special 
fruit that was named in his hon-
our - clementine. Clementines 
are known as ‘Cuties’ in the 
United States, thanks to the leg-
endary American brand. 

The orange-coloured fruit went 

to America from Tangier. In this 
Moroccan port, visible from the 
Andalusian coast, the fruit was 
first shipped to Florida in the 
1800s. However, it is believed that 
tangerines had been cultivated 
in China and Japan for over 3,000 
years, and that originally they are 
native to the Philippines. Never-
theless, tangerine officially be-
longs to hybrids, with pomelo as 
its ancestor. 

In fact most citrus fruit hy-
brids are classified as a tangor. 
This term is formed from the 
“tang” of tangerine and the “or” 
of “orange”. In comparison to 
ordinary oranges, the hybrids 
are sweeter and more easily 
peeled. It seems the term tan-
gerine and mandarin frequently 
are used interchangeably. A 
common name for the scientifi-
cally identified Citrus reticulara 

in Great Britain is ‘tangerine’ 
and here in Spain it is mostly 
known as ‘mandarina’.  

Green or orange? 
The deep orange-red colour is typi-
cal of tangerines. However, at this 
time of year shelves of local fruit 
shops are full of quite green tan-
gerines. You might think that the 
cheaper price ‘reflects’ the condi-
tion of the fruit - nether sweet, nor 
ripe. You’d be wrong. The green 
colour has no impact on flavour. 
Indeed, green tangerines could 
have even more sugar than deep-
orange fruit. The secret lies in tem-
peratures. If it is warm enough, 
the chlorophyll is preserved and 
the fruit stays green. The green on 
the peel of the orange also pro-
tects the fruit from sunburn. So, 
the fruit grown in warmer climates 
doesn’t develop a deep orange col-
our and sometimes keeps some 
green on its skin.  

When the weather warms up 
again and the sun starts shining 
more brightly in late spring and 
early summer, the tangerines tend 
to re-green. Re-greening can also 
be caused by the position of indi-
vidual fruits on the tree. Therefore, 
fruit tucked in among the leaves 
tends to have more green. In this 
way it is trying to maximise its 
reach for the sun’s rays. 

Local produce 
The origin of tangerines currently 
on sale in fruit shops on the Costa 
del Sol can vary. Most greengro-
cers say that all of the varieties of 
tangerine in their shops are from 
Spain - Valencia, Granada, Malaga.  

The local Malaga tangerines 
are already ripe. The produc-
tion of these, as well as other cit-
rus fruits in the province of 
Malaga, is concentrated mainly 
in the Guadalhorce valley.  

The Pizarra-based Ecoagri-
cultores started harvesting tan-
gerines on 2 October, said 
spokesperson Juan this week. 
He is satisfied with this year’s 
harvest. Their  tangerines, of the 
traditional Malaga variety Cle-
menules Clementine, are sweet 
as they are supposed to be, 
though right now they are also 
tinged with green. Juan says, 
that eventually they become 
more orange and get their 
brightest colour at the end of 
November as the harvest comes 
to an end.

 Orange names.   Mandarins, 
tangerines, clementines... the 
names confuse us as customers 
and even  greengrocers. The 
green colour of most of them 
being sold now adds to that 
confusion

First 
tangerines 
tinged  
with green

ALEKK M. 
SAANDERS

“Clementines” on sale on the Costa del Sol.  A. M. SAANDERS



October 9th to 15th 2020 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

35 FOOD&DRINK

Restaurant hell

T his is not a good time for 
most businesses related 
to the serving of food. The 

most appalling aspect is that, 
contrary to what would seem to 
be logical and fair, some of the 
world’s best eating places are 
suffering as much as the balti 
house down the road. 

Take for example the experi-
ence of top international chef, 
late of El Bulli (regularly voted 
World’s Best Restaurant) Albert 
Adrià. His gastronomic empire 
in Barcelona, consisting of five 
establishments, four with Mich-
elin stars, has finally hung out 
the white flag. A small notice on 
Adrià’s website states they are 
closed until further notice. He 
blames the absence of tourists, 
but a very significant factor is 
that locals have just stopped go-
ing to restaurants, as confirmed 
by Roger Pallarols, local director 
of the hospitality association.  

The initiative of the UK gov-
ernment earlier this year to sub-
sidise by ten pounds every meal 
eaten at a restaurant on Mon-
days, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
recently withdrawn, was hailed 

as one of the best incentives 
ever. There were thousands of 
people eating out every night for 
the cost of a (unsubsidised) bot-
tle of wine. The USA has thrown 
billions at the industry in an at-
tempt to save jobs, although the 
results have been unimpressive.  

To complete a sad week, Bar-
celona’s Michelin-starred Hisop 
restaurant has closed because of 
Covid infections among the 
workers, as has El Celler de Can 
Roca and DiverXo in Madrid. 

The suicide of French chef 
Taku Sekine completes a heart-
rending week for the industry.

ANDREW J. LINN 

Crego y Monaguillo 

Galicia is renowned for its Al-
bariño wines from the Rías 
Baixas region. The neighbouring 
region of Monterell produces 
wines made from the 
Godello grape, a fa-
vourite for those who 
find Albariño too dry. 
This superb example 
is around nine euros 
(El Corte Inglés).

WINE OF THE WEEK

Chinchín Puerto owner 
Lourdes Villalobos said 
the secret ingredient 
was golden shrimp 
which is used to flavour 
the mayonnaise 

M. PELÁEZ / A. PELÁEZ
 

CALETA DE VÉLEZ. The restaurant 
Chinchín Puerto in Caleta de Vé-
lez is this year’s winner of 
Spain’s national ‘ensaladilla 
rusa’ championship. 

The event forms part of the 
Gastronomika competition, which 
has taken place in San Sebastián 
for the last three  years. 

Chinchín Puerto beat off nine 
other rivals, including fellow 
Malaga hopeful, Nerva café-bar. 

Last year’s competition was 
also won by a local: Javier 
Hernández of the Candado Golf 
restaurant. 

On hearing the result, via video 
conference, Chinchín Puerto 
owner and head chef, Lourdes Vil-
lalobos, said she was “excited and 
bewildered”. 

She and chef Belén Abad, who 
had prepared the dish for judges 

back in July, said that the secret 
to their winning dish is golden 
shrimp. They explained that they 
not only used this humble sea-
food in the dish, but they also 

add the head to flavour the oil 
used to make the mayonnaise. 

Villalobos added that while it 
was strange to receive an award 
via the internet, it was a “unique 
experience” because she and 
Abad were able to “share it with 
the rest of the team”.

Local restaurant wins top 
national prize for Russian salad

The winning Russian salad.  L. A.

Belén Abad and Lourdes  
Villalobos, at Chinchín Puerto.  E. C.
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There was time for 
one more signing on 
deadline day, winger 
Joaquín Muñoz, as 
the club successfully 
rebuilt the squad to 
comply with league 
regulations 

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO / 
ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. With just one spot left to 
fill in the squad, it wasn’t going to 
be a very busy transfer deadline 
day at Malaga, but nonetheless the 
club brought in one last player: 
Joaquín Muñoz on loan from 
Primera side Huesca. 

The winger, just 21, came 
through the Atlético Madrid acad-
emy and can play on either flank. 

In addition to the various 
academy players who feature for 
the first team, Joaquín joins Al-
berto Escassi and Luis Muñoz 
as the local contingent in the 
squad, having been born in the 
city and supported the club since 
he was a child. 

In the case of the latter, his re-
signing was the news Malaga 
fans had been waiting for all 
summer. The midfielder’s con-
tract expired at the end of last 
season but his renewal had been 
reliant on the outcome of the 
club’s ERE mass redundancy 
plan coming to fruition. 

It finally did on Saturday when 
seven players (Juanpi, Luis 
Hernández, Dani Pacheco, Badr 
Boulahroud, Diego González, Re-
nato Santos and Esteban Rolón) 
were all released and allowed to 
find new clubs. The same will ap-
ply to Emanuel Cecchini, but this 
won’t take place until his current 
loan deal in his native Argentina 
expires in January. 

Releasing these players will re-
move seven million euros from 
the club’s wage bill and means that 
they can now comply with the 

league’s wage-cap restrictions. 
Failure to do so could have resulted 
in an administrative relegation. 

Defender David Lombán, who 
was originally included in the ERE, 
will remain at the club after agree-
ing to take a pay cut and signing 
a new contract until 2022. Like-
wise, midfielder Mohamed Benk-
hemassa will remain part of the 
squad as his wages were relatively 
low to begin with. 

Together with defender Juande, 
whose youth contract was turned 
into a professional one on Mon-
day, they are the only four players 
(excluding academy players) to re-
main from last season. 

Revolving door 
Joaquín’s loan signing concluded 
an incredibly busy transfer win-
dow at Malaga with 38 players ei-
ther joining, rejoining or leaving 
the club. 

In the final week of the window 
alone, Malaga signed the afore-

mentioned Joaquín, Luis Muñoz 
and Lombán, as well as bringing 
in winger Jairo (Hamburg) and 
forward Pablo Chavarría (Mallorca) 
on permanent deals, while de-
fender Josua Mejías and goal-
keeper Juan Soriano came in on 
loan from Leganés and Sevilla, re-
spectively. 

Earlier in the window, the club 
signed Orlando Sá (Standard 
Liège), Dani Barrio, Iván Calero 
and Alberto Escassi (all Numan-
cia) on permanent deals, while 
bringing in Cristian (Extremadura), 
Yani Rahmani (Almeria), Caye 
Quintana and José Matos (both 
Cadiz) and Jozabed (Celta) on loan. 

As for those who have left, out-
side the ERE, captain Adrián 
headed to Zaragoza, Cifu to Elche, 
Munir to Hatayspor, Juankar to 
Panathinaikos and José Rodríguez 
to Maccabi Haifa after being al-
lowed to leave on a free despite 
having contracts in place. 

Defender Mikel Villanueva left 

for Santa Clara after his contract 
expired, while top scorer Armando 
Sadiku joined Erzurumspor and 
Sergio Buenacasa headed to 
Hércules after their loans expired. 

Malaga were, however, able to 
make some money from the 
sales of Keidi Bare to Espanyol, 
Álex Mula to Fuenlabrada, Iván 
Jaime to Famalicao, Tete 
Morente to Elche and Ponfer-
radina exercising the clause to 
sign Iván Rodríguez perma-
nently after his loan spell. 

Criticism from the sheikh 
While clearing the inflated wage 
bill and rebuilding an entire squad 
is considered by most fans to be 
an enormous achievement on the 
part of judicial administrator José 
María Muñoz and sporting director 
Manolo Gaspar, ousted club presi-
dent Sheikh Abdullah Al-Thani re-
leased a statement on Monday criti-
cising the club’s management. 

“This situation is another clear 

example of the lack of experience 
of the judicial administrator, José 
María Muñoz, in managing sports 
clubs and how to manage a team. 
He was unable to strike a deal with 
any other club for the players that 
were let go and that could have 
meant income for the club,” the 
statement read. 

Al-Thani also expressed his 
doubts about how many of the new 
players coming in are represented 
by the same agency, Promoesport. 
“Having exclusivity with one 
agency is incomprehensible.”

Job done for Malaga as busy transfer 
window concludes with the books balanced

Luis Muñoz drives forward with the ball during training on Wendesday.  MCF

Signings 

 Free transfers:  Orlando Sá 
(Standard Liège), Dani Barrio, 
Calero, Escassi (Numancia), 
Jairo (Hamburg), Josua Mejías 
(Leganés), Chavarría (Mallorca). 
 Loans:  Cristian (Extremadura), 
Rahmani (Almería), Caye Quin-
tana and Matos (Cadiz), Joza-
bed (Celta), Juan Soriano 
(Sevilla). 
 Contracts renewed:  Luis 
Muñoz, Lombán. 

Departures 
 Contracts cancelled:  Adrián 
(Zaragoza), Cifu (Elche), Munir 
(Hatayspor), Juankar (Panathi-
naikos), José Rodríguez (Mac-
cabi Haifa). 
 End of contract:  Mikel (Santa 
Clara). 
 End of loan:  Sadiku (contract 
with Levante torn up and 
signed for Erzurumspor), 
Buenacasa (returned to Mal-
lorca then joined Hércules) 
 Transfers:  Keidi (Espanyol), 
Mula (Fuenlabrada), Iván Jaime 
(Famalicao), Iván Rodríguez 
(Ponferradina). 
 Release clause paid:  Tete 
(Elche). 
 Loans:  Kellyan (Ibiza). 
 ERE redundancy:  Luis 
Hernández, Diego González, 
Rolón, Cecchini, Boulahroud, 
Juanpi, Dani Pacheco, Renato. 

THE 38 INS AND OUTS
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A night to forget for 
the Blue and Whites 
who suffered their 
biggest defeat in 
more than three years 
on Saturday night 

MALAGA. Luck was not on Malaga’s 
side as they had a night to forget 
in the capital, falling to a heavy 
4-0 defeat at the hands of Rayo 
in Vallecas on Saturday. 

Coach Sergio Pellicer stuck pri-
marily with the team that snuck 
a 1-0 win against Alcorcón a week 
previously, with his only change 
coming in attack with the intro-
duction of academy youngster 
David Larrubia on the wing in 
place of Orlando Sá, a more tra-
ditional number nine. 

After two victories on the 
bounce, it took just a quarter of 
an hour for Malaga to be brought 
crashing back down to earth 
when a dubious handball against 
Ramón Enríquez was given after 
a lengthy VAR review, allowing Isi 
Palazón to give his side the early 
lead from the penalty spot. 

The visitors soon had a moun-
tain to climb when defender 
Juande misjudged Álvaro García’s 
cross from the left, slicing the ball 
past Dani Barrio at his near post 
with just 21 minutes on the clock. 

With a Yanis Rahmani header 
well off target Malaga’s only real 
chance of the first half, Pellicer 
made a double change at the 
break, bringing on Luis Muñoz 

and Pablo Chavarría, the latter 
making his debut, for the below-
par Larrubia and Mohamed 
Benkhemassa. 

Just 12 minutes later, however, 
came the third. Fuengirola-born 
José Ángel Pozo sprung the 
Malaga offside trap, bringing the 

ball down well before finishing 
from close range and effectively 
ending the game as a contest. 

Pellicer took some advantage 
of this situation by giving min-
utes to new signings Jairo and 
Jozabed who showed signs of link-
ing up well together when the for-
mer slid in the latter who poked 
his effort just wide of the far post. 

However, Rayo continued to at-
tack and Malaga had keeper Dani 
Barrio to thank for keeping the 
scoreline down. 

That lasted until into stoppage 
time when former Malaga man 
Antoñín powered home a diving 
header to make it four and seal 
the side’s worst league defeat in 
more than three years (5-0 at the 
Mestalla on 19 September 2017). 

“The result says it all,” Pellicer 
told reporters following the game. 
“It’s true that this is a team un-
der construction, but this cannot 
be repeated. The team has to be 

more solid in every regard.” 
Perhaps the most worrying sta-

tistic of all is that during the first 
four games of the season so far, 
Malaga have only had seven shots 
on target. 

Pellicer, however, can see some 
positives: “We’ve brought in play-
ers that you can see are going to 
offer us a lot. A lot of players have 
come in, some have only trained 
with us a couple of times and they 
need time to adjust and get back 
into their rhythm. 

“Now we have to prepare to 
play Las Palmas [Sunday, at home, 
at 4pm] and try and rediscover 
that spirit we found at the end of 
last season that helped us to 
achieve our objectives. 

“We are going to work very hard, 
because there is no other way.”

Malaga suffer thrashing at the hands of Rayo

Defender Juande despairs after scoring an own goal which gave Rayo a 2-0 lead on Saturday.  AGENCIA LOF

Sporting director 
Manolo Gaspar is 
clear that the 
objective this year is 
to avoid relegation 

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO
 

MALAGA. As the dust settled on a 
resounding defeat and the closing 
of the transfer window, Malaga 
sporting director Manolo Gaspar 
gave his take on his department’s 
work over the summer during a 
press conference at La Rosaleda 

on Wednesday. 
“Everything has been compli-

cated by the times we’re in, with 
the coronavirus, the late end to the 
season... But the measures  we’ve 
taken were critical for the club 
and required lots of commu-
nication and precise coordi-
nation. That’s why I’m 
pleased by how everything 
turned out,” said Gaspar. 

“In the circumstances, 
this is the best squad we 
could have built. We didn’t 
have the money to make a whole 
new squad and our image had been 
damaged a lot. However, now we’ve 

got a very versatile squad, with an 
average age of 26, with a good mix 
of youth and experience in this 
league. They all speak the same 
language and they all understand 

what it means to play for a club 
like Malaga,” he added. 

Despite this, Gaspar 
made it crystal clear that 
the club’s objective this year 

is to avoid relegation: “I un-
derstand the fans, after 
seeing us win two games, 
but this is a new squad 

with everything that comes with 
that. We will need time for every-
thing to click.”

“In the circumstances, this is the 
best squad we could have built”

4-0 
RAYO VALLECANO-MALAGA 

 Rayo:  Dimitrievski; Advíncula, 
Velázquez, Catena, Fran García; Óscar 
Valentín (Montiel, 83’), Comesaña, 
Álvaro García (Sergio Moreno, 87’); Isi 
Palazón (Andrés Martín, 83’), Pozo 
(Trejo, 69’),  Yacine Qasmi (Antoñín, 
70’). Unused substitutes:Morro, Ba, Sav-
eljilch, Benito, Martín, Mario, Moreno. 

 Malaga:  Dani Barrio; Calero, Juande, Es-
cassi, Matos; Cristian, Ramón (Jairo, 
60’), Benkhemassa (Chavarría, 46’); Lar-
rubia (Luis Muñoz, 46’), Caye Quintana 
(Orlando Sá, 70’), Rahmani (Jozabed, 
78’). Unused substitutes:Juan Soriano, 
Mejías, Benítez, Quintana, Julio, Mini, 
Juan Cruz. 

 Goals:  1-0 Isi Palazón (18’, pen), 2-0 
Juande (21’, own goal), 3-0 Pozo (58’), 
4-0 Antoñín (90+3’). 

 Referee:  Arcediano Monescillo. Yellow 
cards for Benkhemassa and Óscar. 

 Ground:  Estadio de Vallecas.

DARYL FINCH 
 

Caye Quintana challenges for the ball in the air.  AGENCIA LOF

Manolo Gaspar
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A t one point when Spain 
ruled the world, one of 
the newspapers ran the 

headline ‘Barça-dependiente’. 
There was a theory that there 
was far too much reliance on 
the players who had graduated 
from the famous FC Barcelona 
academy – La Masia. 

When Spain won the World 
Cup in 2010, six of the starting 
eleven were on the books of 
Barça. Two years later when 
they added the European 
Championship to their list of ti-
tles, seven of the team had 
passed through La Masia. 

Real Madrid were lagging but 
did practically make up the rest 
of the team.  From the 2012 side, 
only David Silva never played for 
the big two; in 2010 it was just 
Joan Capdevila and David Villa. 
Despite global dominance, it was 
questioned whether this was a 

good thing as the other clubs 
were falling so far behind. 

Spin forward to 2020 when 
I’m commentating on Spain’s 0-
0 draw with Portugal on 
Wednesday night, the first thing 
I notice is that the team is top-
heavy with players who pick up a 
pay packet in England. Six of the 
starting eleven play in the Pre-
mier League; there were none 
from Real Madrid, and Barcelona 
contributed only two players. 

Sergi Roberto and Sergio 
Busquets were the Catalan rep-
resentatives, but neither are 
automatic choices in the cur-
rent climate.  It could be argued 
that the only player from the 
Clásico clubs who is guaranteed 
a slot is the captain Sergio Ra-
mos, and he’s in the autumn 
days of his career. 

It’s quite an incredible turn 
around in the make-up of the 

squad.  The best eleven could be 
selected from players who are 
experiencing or have experi-
enced English football. Both 
goalkeepers play in Britain. De-
fenders Sergio Reguilón and Di-
ego Llorente have just moved 
over.  Eric García went to Man-
chester City’s finishing school 
and Jesús Navas spent his best 
years at the Etihad Stadium. 

Rodri is Busquets’ natural 
successor, Dani Ceballos is ap-
preciated at Arsenal and even 
Mikel Merino spent time at 
Newcastle. 

Rodrigo Moreno is now an 
honorary Yorkshireman and 
Ferrán Torres has been per-
suaded by Pep Guardiola to head 
to the UK - two more players who 
have turned their back on La 
Liga for the Premier League in 
the summer. Meanwhile, Adama 
Traoré finally decided to nail his 

colours to the Spanish flag 
rather than go for the country of 
his birth.  (Can you imagine a 
player debating between Mali or 
Spain a decade ago?) 

The best hope for Spain is the 
emerging talent like Traoré who 
have taken adventurous paths 
to reach international status.  
He couldn’t break through at 
Barcelona so went via Aston 
Villa, Middlesborough and now 
Wolverhampton. 

Dani Olmo’s pathway is even 
more off-beat.  He also strayed 
after leaving the Barça academy 
on a path never taken before.  He 
headed to Zagreb to join Dinamo 
and developed his game in Croa-

tia. Now he’s in the Bundesliga, 
carrying his Red Bull Leipzig 
form into his international per-
formances. 

Spain’s best young talent, 
however, is undoubtedly Ansu 
Fati, born in Guinea-Bissau. He 
could soon be Barcelona’s only 
guaranteed representative in the 
Spain team. 

Isn’t it odd how trends 
change?  Once upon a time the 
Spain national team coach just 
needed to alternate between 
weekends in Madrid and Barce-
lona to scout his players.  Now 
Luis Enrique truly needs to head 
off internationally to keep an eye 
on his top talent.

Adama Traoré in action for Spain on Wednesday night.  EFE

A road less travelled 
A decade ago, the national team was made up almost 
exclusively of Barça and Real Madrid players; now Spain’s top 
talent is scattered all over Europe

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

The experienced 
midfielder joins from 
Primera side Cadiz, 
having turned down 
several offers from teams 
in higher divisions 

JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. Marbella have got the 
star player they had been looking 
for. The club have announced the 
surprise signing of former Malaga, 
Villarreal, Albacete and Cordoba 
midfielder Edu Ramos from 
Primera side Cadiz . 

Edu Ramos, who is from Chur-
riana, turned down multiple of-
fers from sides in higher divisions 

to come “home” and sign up for 
the ambitious project under way 
at Marbella, propelled by the win-
ter signing of former Real Madrid 
man Esteban Granero, who will 
be the new man’s partner in the 
centre. 

New coach José Manuel Aira is 
a big fan of the 28-year-old and 
despite having already strength-
ened in the middle of the park 
with the signings of Cissé, Gudiño 
and Quezada, he didn’t want to 
pass up on the opportunity of sign-
ing a player with such experience, 
even if it came at a cost. 

To make space in the squad, 
Marbella had to release veteran 
defender and vice-captain Lolo 
Pavón.

Marbella complete the 
surprise signing of Edu Ramos

Edu Ramos returns “home” following his spell in Cadiz.  CCF
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Mager and Coria will be 
the only participants 
currently in the top 100, 
with local boy Davidovich 
a notable absentee 

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO
 

MALAGA. The line-up for the  
AnyTech365 Marbella Tennis 
Open 2020, the Challenger event 
to be held at the Puente Romano 
Tennis Club from 24 October to 
1 November, has been announced 
with two players currently in the 
world top 100 standing out: Ital-
ian Gianluca Mager (89th in the 
ranking) and Argentinean 
Federico Coria (99th and brother 
of Guillermo). The remainder of 
those set to play in the tourna-
ment proper are all in the top 200. 

Several former champions of 
ATP tournaments and with great 
experience on the tour are also 
among those registered. Paolo 
Lorenzi (130th), for example, has 
won 21 titles in the Challenger 
category. Also noteworthy is the 
presence of Andrej Martin 
(102nd), the Italian Marco Cec-
chinato, who just over a year ago 
was 16th in the world rankings, 
semi-finalist at Roland Garros 
and with three ATP titles in his 
possession; the Argentine 
Facundo Bagnis, who was 55th, 
and has twelve titles in this cate-
gory; the Bolivian Hugo Dellien 

(104th) and the Slovak Jozef Ko-
valik (124th) who have five final 
victories each. 

As for the Spanish players, Rob-
erto Carballés (101st and in the 
last eight at Roland Garros), Pe-
dro Martínez (105th and semi-
finalist in 2019 in Marbella and 
one of the best players on the 
tour), Jaume Munar (109th), 
Bernabé Zapata and Carlos Tab-
erner stand out, the latter two 
having won their first Challenger 
titles after the resumption of play 
this year. 

The most notable absentee is 
local boy Alejandro Davidovich 
who has other commitments but 
was expected to feature when the 
event was originally scheduled 
to take place between 30 March 
and 5 April.

Munar, Carballés and 
Martínez, all signed up for 
the Marbella Challenger

Pedro Martínez.  EFE

The Spaniard is out to 
claim his 13th victory at 
Roland Garros but 
Schwartzman stands 
between him and a place 
in the final 

ENRIC GARDINER 

MADRID. Rafael Nadal is the fa-
vourite to win yet another 
French Open, after progressing 
to the semi-finals without any 
great difficulty throughout the 
tournament so far. 

The Spaniard saw off Italian 
Jannik Sinner (world number 
75 and debutant at Roland Gar-
ros) in the early hours of 
Wednesday morning, 7-6 (3), 6-
4 and 6-1, earning him a place 
in the semi-finals today, Friday, 
against Diego Schwartzman. 

Nadal is the only Spaniard re-
maining in the tournament af-
ter Novak Djokovic saw off Pa-
blo Carreño in four sets on 
Wednesday evening after three 
and a quarter hours  (4-6, 6-2, 
6-3 and 6-4). The Serbian will 
now meet Stefanos Tsitsipas, 
who returns to the world top five 
after beating Russia’s Andrey 
Rublev in three sets. 

In the women’s category, 
Spain’s number one, Garbiñe 
Muguruza was knocked out in 
the third round by American 
Danielle Collins.

Rafael Nadal in action against Jannik Sinner.  EFE

Nadal through to French Open 
semis but Carreño crashes out

Local karateka María Torres returned to com-
petitive action in Guadalajara at the weekend 
and did so in the best way possible, claiming 
gold in the +68kg kumite, beating Nerea Bel-
lido 2-0 in the final.

María Torres 
back with  
a bang

 SUR

JUAN CALDERÓN 

MALAGA. Local triathlete Rubén 
Ruzafa returned to the podium 
for the first time since compe-
tition resumed as he ran out 
winner of the Xterra Short 
Track event in Molveno (Italy)   
last weekend. 

Since the halt for the pan-
demic, Ruzafa has come sixth 
and fifth in events held in 
France and Malta, respectively.

Rubén Ruzafa 

records first win 

since return to 

action in Molveno

Ruzafa crossing the line.  XTERRA

Pablo Carreño following his quarter-final defeat to Djokovic.  REUTERS
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2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 

Benavente, 1, 2nd floor. Monday 

to Thursday: 9,30 am to 14 pm. 

Friday: 9,30 am to 13,30 pm. 

Tel. 952 580 142– 605 022 121  

Web: 

www.surinenglishads.com 

Mijas: Centro Comercial  

Carrefour. Avda. Los Lirios s/n  

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 

14.30 pm. Telephones   

952 580 726 – 670 643 488 

 

Coín:  Monday to Friday  9.30 

am to 14.30 pm. 

Mobile 670 643 488 

Estepona:  Puerto deportivo de 

Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-

trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-

659 344 816. Monday to Friday  

9 am to 3 pm. 

Representative offices: 
 

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588 

Web: 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

 

How much does  

an advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon 

 

 

NNOTICE TO READERS 

 

 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 

insertions will be given when the 

advertisement/material received 

is not suitable for print media. 

 
 
 

INTERNET/Email address: 
Please be advised that it 
may not be possible for 
your internet or email 
address to be printed on 
one line. If it will not fit, 
advertisers and readers 
alike should bear in mind 
that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address con- 
tinues on the line below

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD, READ BY MORE THAN 260,000 PEOPLE EVERY WEEK
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

NEED a website for your property 
that ranks high on Google? Starting 
from 400 Euros. Visit: selso-web-
design.com 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE many clients actively look-
ing for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Cala-
honda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA: 2 bed, 1 bath, fur-
nished apartment. Parking. 550 VEu-
ros per month  Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

BENALMADENA:  Apartment 3 beds, 
large terrace. Winter season.  
655550067 

TORREQUEBRADA:  3 bed town-
house, parking, furnished, fantas-
tic sea views.  1,000 Euros per month  
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

BENALMADENA Pueblo: 2 bed, 2 
bath, 90m2 apartment, own gar-
den, swimming pool, sea views. Long 
term 700 Euros per month. 
637717579 

BENALMADENA  Costa, lovely stu-
dio apartment, terrace, pool, 350 
euros/month. 679111522 

Estepona 

2 PENTHOUSE apartments avail-

able for short term rent. (Avail-

able immediately). Pelican Park 

Benavista. 2 bed, 2 bath. 285Eu-

ros weekly. Paid in full in advance 

+ refundable deposit. Call Joanne  

00447418007069

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA Benalmadena area, 
selection of the best long term rent-
als. 608450001 Phone/ WhatsApp 

COMMERCIAL property of 35 sqm 
in Avenida Los Boliches close to 
church in streetlevel. 600€ incl VAT 
/month. 2 month deposit , 1 month 
agency fee. No agents please . Tel 
633 205 911 

BOLICHES  beach, beautiful 2 bed-
rooms, terrace, 750 euros/month. 
679111522 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN  Center, 5 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 550 euros/month. 
679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

MARBELLA area: appartment, town-
houses for rent short / long term, 
furnished/ unfurnished 660354069 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo, central. One bed-
room apartment. Community pool. 
Eur400. 650192127 

CALAHONDA Let. Long term. 350€ 
per month. On separate floor, dou-
ble bedroom, own bathroom, own 
terrace, access to kitchen, parking, 
use of garden & pool. Tel 602660173 

LONG let independent small villa-
100 mts from the sea - La Cala area- 
2 bed 1 bath private garden - com-
munal pool-600 mb internet & wa-
ter included 900 €/month – call 
656980000 

MIJAS  Costa, large 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, terraces, garage, pool, 
850 euros/month. 679111522 

Property Wanted 

LONG term : La Cala de Mijas / El-
viria. Retired couple, non smoker, 
reliable, want to rent house / apart-
ment 2 sleeping rooms , internet  +  
sat. TV. iundwwetzel@gmail.com 

ACCOMMODATION 

Others 

HOUSE and garden sitting for sec-
ond residences,. I´m a gardener.  
linkedin nina-stelmakh 602 587 595 
Nina 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 

Málaga/Marbella. 678791495 

sparklenripple@hotmail.com 

www.sparklenripple.net  

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 

Pumps. World leaders 

(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 

4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 

(www.acair.com). Established 

1986. 952486287  

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-

ate authentic designs according 

your needs. Also, we can turn your 

antic pool into a new pool design. 

www.dreamgarden.es 

+34610502623  

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-

tenance, repairs, renovations.  

Also the very latest technology in 

pool heaters, covers, rollers.  

info@perfectpools.es Tel. 

650348785  

Garden 

THE ARBORIST: Specialist tall tree 
jobs. Cheapest price. Also painting 
houses/ apartments/ villas. 
Whatsapp 637203528 Check Face-
book/ Instagram: Spacialtall tree 
jobs 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also 
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es  

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Office: +34711010971/ 
+34600260534 arbolista@spain-
tree.com/  www.spaintree.com 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH 
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES.  
costadiggers@hotmail.com 
www.costadiggers.com 
678450051  

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists. 
Established 2005. 
634315264//652640871 

REPAIR Remodeling, bathroom, 
kitchen, painting, carpentry. 
www.CKcontractor.com, Cyrus 
619930738 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

GENERAL REFORMS: All your build-
ing needs inside and outside. (Pref-
erably Antequera area). 612456307 

DO YOU need a handyman for all 
your odd jobs around the house? 
Ring Bill 603243984 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com  

INTERIOR/ Exterior painting. For 
a quick efficient service call/ 
Whatsapp Ian on 603219176 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture. 
Wallpapering. Call/Whatsapp: Dan-
iel 628066308 www.rainbowpin-
turas.com 

Doors 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain-tech So-
lutions  

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-

rage door motors. Servicing or Re-

pairs. Call Colin 

951242873/636394641 expert-

gates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 

Intercoms and access control sys-

tems. New installations and re-

pairs, for all your gate and garage 

door requirements call The Ga-

rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 

tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-

garagedoorcompany.es 

952786178/605356469  
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Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered coast 
and inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-

LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 

REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 

SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 

645840199  

POLISH  your marble or clean ter-

race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30 

years experience guaranteed work. 

671244683 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-

ily business. Terracota cleaned and 

sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 

areas. 952930861/ 607610578 

www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. 
Highest quality UPVC windows, 
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass 
replacement fully guaranteed. 
Trade/ public. Showroom. 
952667761/ 680828000  

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully 

inclusive.  www.acair.com Estab-

lished 1986. 952486287  

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 

repairs and servicing. Airflow 

952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

Cleaning Services 

OVEN cleaning domestic, commer-
cial, professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

SUSAN Cleaner/ Carer/ Translator. 
603252897 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Translators 

TRANSLATIONS All languages. 
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com 

OFFICIAL translations. all languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654 613 094. 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 

Packaging materials. Self Storage 

Marbella 952811311 

Insurance 
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for sale Spanish company registered 
for trading in cosmetics. No debts, 
taxes paid to date, price 1000 euros. 
Enquiries text 663872396 

Business 
Opportunities 

Architects 
ARCHITECT in Costa del Sol. Dedi-
cated to integral and partial reforms 
including direct manufacturers with 
unique designs at a very good price. 
English, French and Spanish lan-
guages. Copetta +34687880199 

Mortgages 
MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147  al-
an1l@yahoo.co.uk 

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 
2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 

on time. 651081610 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917  

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full 

loads. Pet transport. 

Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 

637980655 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-

livieries, clearances. 20 Euros hour 

+ fuel. Steve 602637242 

BRITSH Removal Company SL. 

Regular service Spain, UK includ-

ing Scotland and Ireland. 

952426463 www.brcspain.com 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal British Removal 
Company 

WORLDWIDE shipping, door2door 
service. British Removal Company 
SL. www.brcspain.com 
952426463 

VANMOVES. Small removals, clear-
ances, Ikea collections, 20eur/ hourly. 
Experienced. 603257612 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071  

FURNITUREwanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

CASH: Wanted furniture, garden, 
house, garage, shop. Gold, diamond, 
watches, antiques, electrics, cars. 
660366033 

QUALITY Bric-a-Brac wanted. Top 
prices! Quick collection. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. House/ 
garage/ bar clearances. Steve 
602637242 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673  

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 
or Spanish...685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/lost 
papers. Problems solved. 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free col-
lection same day. 685524921 

ALL CARS Commericals wanted any 
age, any condition. Cash. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

PHONE me first or last! I pay more! 

Cars, vans, caravans. UK or Span-

ish. 660366033 

FORD Fusion, Black, 2011, 5 doors. 

93495 kms. New tyres, ITV July 

2021. Vgc. 4200 euros. 622888340 

VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 2013. 
NEW ITV UNTIL AUGUST 2022. 5 
DOOR. MANUAL. 125,000KMS AP-
PROX 77,000MLES. CD PLAYER. AIR-
CONDITION. SUPER SILVER. VOLKS-
WAGEN ENOUSH SAID 7,250 EUROS. 
SEE PHOTOS www.robertsoncars-
spain.com SAMANTHA 952832173/ 
WHATSAPP 6068658785 

DIESEL 2007, PEUGEOT 1007, 1.4 
ONLY 88,000KMS. (APPROX 
54,000MILES). ELECTRIC SIDE 
OPENING DOORS, HIGH SEATING, 
GREAT FOR BAD BACKS, KNEES. 
AIR CONDITION. LOW LOW KMS. 
LOW PRICE... 3,250 EUROS. SEE 
PHOTO www.robertsoncars-
spain.com SAMANTHA 952832173 
WHATSAPP 608658785 

WWW.AUTOVALETING.EU Profes-
sional mobile car valeting for qual-
ity cars, machine glaze polishing, 
protection, interior cleaning, view 
web for full information. Tel. 
666926718 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 
952796166/ 615834322. 
info@transmatic.es www.trans-
matic.es 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION register your 
UK vehicles asap before import tax 
have to be paid due to Brexit. 
www.meexpress.net 
+34952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 67978669/ 
606101807 

NAUTICAL 
SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury 
boat charters. Boat sales. 
Tel/Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

PUERTO Banús 8M  mooring for 
rental. Tel 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web:  www.lo-
calsoft.com 

HOME Based Opportunity! Are you 
interested in Sport & Fitness and or 
Weight Management? We are world 
leaders in our field of health and 
wellness, currently looking for cou-
ples and individuals that would like 
to have a generous part time income 
which could lead to something full 
time. Call Phil Cony on 643781651 
for more information 

Situations Wanted 

BUILDER/ Handyman seeks work. 
Malaga/Marbella. Own tools, van. 
My work on Facebook: Pavlo Handy-
man. 622336727 

RESTAURANTS 
WINE Shop Marbella home delivery 
all spirits, wines, liquors, cham-
pagnes. Make your order by whas-
tapp and pay at home. Tel. +34 
687880199 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

expatswing.com Top website to 
meet liberated adults for fun 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia 
656350401 

MASSAGE specialist Benalmádena. 
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65. 
622231133 

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmádena. Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289 

AMERICAN Lady offers Swedish 
massage. Benalmadena Costa (Wind-
mill roundabout). Senior Citizens 
50% discount. 691533101 

MATURE male masseur for men. 
Velez-Malaga. Tel. 
00447566231704 Whatsapp 

PROMOTION  2x1:  Maria Aponte 
Massage Center. Puerto Banus. 
642751070 

Therapists 

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-
selling & Psychosexual thera-py 
COSRT & BACP Accredited. Indi-
viduals&Couples +447813944146 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Ri-
chard  

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. Also online. 
www.naturaclass.net 951311216 

Dentists 

TV / SATELLITE 

Others 
BBC SYSTEM150 euros uk chann-
les iptv 25 Euros include Europeens 
channels Jose Sotto Since 1973 mo-
bile 670443838  Telephone 
952443838, email: josesottoam-
selem77@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired/up-
graded. Data Recovery. 18yrs help-
ing people. info@soltecspain.com 
Neil: 662379899 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack  10.   gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

MALE female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivery mail  order via-
gra4you19@gmail.com. 672883025 

Others 

CLASSES 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience.  Own 
method: simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents 617879834 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/630197435 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 

Grande. Holiday accommodation 

for dogs & cats. Individually 

heated/aircon kennels. Call: 

685400216 www.petca-

respain.com Follow us on Face-

book at Petcare Spain 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Arnold 2. Alexander             
3. Anthony 4. Albert

What is Boris Johnson’s 
actual first name?

1. A snake 2. Jayne Mansfield                       
3. An anchor 4. A compass

What did Sir Winston 
Churchill have tattooed on 
his arm?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11430

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Using imagination, an inventive mind 

and research, something dull can 

become a sparkling success. Time to 

shine.       

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

A bit of unexpected luck shows you just 

how quickly things can change. Just 

when you thought that life was just a 

dull struggle, the sun shines on you!    

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

In a wish to move things on in your life 

you could be tempted to make some 

hasty decisions. Take advice if need be, 

especially if it is a legal matter.    

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Confiding in others makes you realise 

that you are not alone in having certain 

thoughts. Indeed, being brave with 

your words now makes others realise 

that you mean business!      

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Business-wise you are about to turn a 

corner but, as Mercury the messenger 

is turning retrograde, you need to 

choose your words carefully. Get 

contracts checked!     

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Wanting to come out of your comfort 

zone seems very attractive right now. Is 

it your time to make some real, if 

unexpected, progress? Your partner 

may be over-protective.   

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

 Do you have some ideas that you want 

to share? Be careful when taking 

someone into your confidence. They 

could try to steal your thunder.          

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Success at work has been a long time 

coming. Let’s face it, sometimes you 

feel downright unappreciated! This 

week shows you turning a corner in this 

area.   

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

This is a time to be flexible. Take it on 

board, though, that most folk are 

feeling as though they are struggling 

through a fog. Will we turn the corner 

and find it clear?     

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Turn your attention to your personal 

plans. These may not be realised right 

away but still need a great deal of 

thought. If your partner is feeling a bit 

low then maybe you can work together?    

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Changes are in your mind? Think as 

much of what you don’t like as what you 

do like. If creativity is your goal you are 

in the right place!  

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Keep looking for the best solutions to 

any possible problems. Then you will be 

truly ready to set the pace. If you are 

considering a partnership of any kind 

then look at the small print.
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Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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Fuengirola - get snapping!

Answer: Alexander 

Of interest: Boris Johnson’s full 

name is Alexander Boris de Pfeffel 

Johnson. He was born in the Upper 

East Side of Manhattan, New York 

City on 19 June, 1964.  

Answer: An anchor 

Of interest: Winston Churchill had 

a classic anchor tattooed on his 

forearm; he was the first famous 

politician to have, or at least admit 

to having, a tattoo.  His mother, 

Lady Randolph Churchill, had a 

tattoo of a snake wrapped around 

her wrist which she could cover 

with a bracelet when needed.

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is M.  Artemis, 
Demeter, Minerva, all 
Goddesses.

Last week:  
Atarfe 

This oxidised metal sculpture adorns a 

roundabout known as the Ronda 

Lindaraja in Atarfe, Granada.  

A Moorish tower on a poet’s plaza

Language Crossword

Everyone has heard of Fuengi-
rola, the historic Costa del Sol 
town that is home to thousands 
of international residents and, 
pandemic aside, a favourite holi-
day destination for  hundreds of 
thousands more. 

At SUR in English we are pre-
paring a special supplement 
which aims to reflect just how 
much our readers appreciate the 
town. And you can help by send-
ing in a photograph that captures 
the essence of Fuengirola. It could 
be funny, artistic, romantic, 
poignant... so grab your camera 

- or switch your phone to cam-
era mode - and get to work.  

This Monday’s Hispanic Day 
holiday will give you the perfect 
opportunity to rediscover some 
of Fuengirola’s attractions, from 
its castle on the hill to its wide 
beaches, or stumble across its 
hidden corners. 

Send your results - no more 
than three images per person - 
by email to english@diariosur.es, 
Twitter @SUR_English or Face-
book @surenglish by Monday 19 
October. We’ll publish the best 
and you may even win a prize!
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D uring an art residency in 
South Korea Robert 
Harding met a creator 

from Taiwan and they spent long 
hours discussing art and phi-
losophy before gradually mov-
ing on to Taoism, an Eastern phi-
losophy which stresses the need 
to live in harmony. 

 “I am not religious, but I do 
like that philosophy of seeking 
a balance with nature,” he says 
of the sculptures in his exhibi-
tion ‘Shinto’, which was opened 
recently in the Estudio de Igna-
cio del Río in Malaga city.  

The display consists of half a 
dozen of Harding’s creations from 
this year, in which he continues to 
search for the expressive possi-
bilities of combining natural and 
industrial elements. The stones 
collected by the artist in the Axar-
quía, where he settled more than 
four decades ago after a long jour-
ney which took him from his na-
tive Britain to Africa and the Mid-
dle East, come into their own here.  
“I have always worked with nature 
and with our place in it,” says 
Harding, standing in front of 
‘Shinto 1’, a white stone from Maro 
on a Corten steel base. A mineral 
presented in the form of an offer-
ing, an inanimate object  which 
nobody would have bothered to 
look at until Harding decided to 
transform it into a work of art.  

“Stone is the most ancient ele-
ment we can find in nature. I like 
to think that millions of people 
have passed it over the centuries 
and hardly noticed it was there. I 
believe there is a conflict in these 
works, but at the same time there 
is harmony in them as well,” he 
says.  

It is a tension emanating, for ex-
ample, from the rugged textures 
of the stones from Maro and Tor-
rox encased in smooth stainless 

steel mesh, presented as two pieces 
under the title of ‘Shinto wall’.  

“Here I play with the idea of pos-
session, with the notion of a mod-
est element which, when placed 
in the art dynamic, increases in 
economic value,” says the artist, 
whose ‘indoor’ work coexists along-
side his large-scale creations for 
public spaces. Unsurprisingly, 
Harding’s sculptures form part of 

the everyday landscape of cities 
such as Seoul (South Korea), 
Lichtenstein (Germany), Villa 
Carlos Paz (Argentina) and 
Svalöv (Sweden). 

He has returned from the 
landscape to the gallery, from 
nature to the workshop, as 

Carmen Cortés, a professor at 
Malaga university, explains in 

the text which accompanies the 
exhibition, which can be seen un-
til the last weekend of this month.  

“Perched in his own particu-
lar watchtower, high in the hills 
overlooking valleys of a spec-
tacular natural beauty, with the 
sea rippling in the distance, Rob-
ert Harding creates fascinating 
objects, astonishing iron sculp-
tures and beautiful polished reti-
cules containing, for example, 
the black stone from Alnif which 
Harding brought from that part 
of Morocco. Stone is the soul and 
the voice of the ground,” she 
says.

 Robert Harding poses by ‘Zig zag’ at the    
 Estudio de Ignacio del Río.  FRANCISCO HINOJOSA

ANTONIO  
JAVIER LÓPEZ

Harding: art in 
the form of a 
touchstone

Display. The sculptor presents 
his latest works at the Estudio 
de Ignacio del Río, inspired by 
oriental philosophy and faithful 
to his combination of natural 
and industrial elements

S  Stone and stainless 
steel coexist in some 
of the pieces in the ex-
hibition, such as the 
series ‘Shinto wall’. 
 FRANCISCO HINOJOSA

 Artist.   Robert Harding (Bir-
mingham, 1951). 

 Where   Estudio de Ignacio del 
Río. C/ San Lorenzo, 29. Malaga. 

 When.   Until 25 October. 
Open Mondays to Fridays, 5.30 
to 8.30pm.

THE EXHIBITION


