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Junta keeps Covid restrictions and says
Christmas depends on the next two weeks

The 10pm curfew, municipal lockdown and
early closing are in force until 10 December
when the situation will be reviewed

The Andalusian authority has
said it will not decide to what
extent Covid-19 restrictions will
be relaxed over the Christmas
holidays until it has seen how

the current measures affect in-
fection rates and hospital ad-
missions over the next couple
of weeks. On Sunday it extended
the restrictions already in place
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The first passengers obliged to carry recent negative PCR Covid-19 test re-
sults arrived at Malaga Airport on Monday morning. p3
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until 10 December, allowing res-
taurants the option to serve food
to take away until 9.30pm and
for shops to sell toys until 8pm.
P2

]
Spanish government
says the first
coronavirus vaccines
will reach care
homes in January

The government has unveiled a
three-phase plan concerning the
first Covid-19 vaccines to be ad-
ministered among the population
from next year. The health minis-
try plans to take delivery of 140
million doses, through the EU, and
will start with care homes in Janu-
ary and hopes to move on to health
workers by the end of March. p4

White Mercedes driven by
Estepona fatal stabbing
suspect located as it was about
to be shipped out of Spain p7

Don't take your eyes off the
road ahead. Put a drive across
the border to Portugal among
your travel plans for 2021 p22-24
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Andalucia extends restrictions but reserves
Christmas decision until mid-December

The 10pm curfew,
6pm closing and
municipal lockdown
continue until 10
December

SUR

SEVILLE / MADRID. Restrictions in
Andalucia aimed at curbing the
spread of Covid-19 were extended
last Sunday until 10 December,
with very little change on the pre-
vious fortnight.

The president of the Junta de
Andalucia, Juanma Moreno, an-
nounced that movement between
municipalities would remain re-
stricted to essential journeys (for
work, education, appointments,
etc.) throughout the region.

The night curfew also remains
in force, from 10pm to 7am. Non-
essential businesses still have to
close at 6pm although customers
are now able to pick up takeaways
from bars and restaurants until
9.30pm. Another change was that
shops are now able to sell toys un-
til 8pm.

Granada
The stricter measures in force for
almost three weeks in Granada
province (total closure of non-es-
sential businesses) have been re-
laxed in the 43 municipalities in
the Granada Sur health district.
This includes towns on the
Costa Tropical and in the Alpu-
jarra area, where businesses were
able to open again this week un-
til 6pm as in the rest of the region.
The total closure remains in force
in the rest of Granada province.

Looking to Christmas

Moreno explained on Sunday that
Andalucia had to remain under
the current restrictions until af-
ter the long Constitution week-
end (7 and 8 December are pub-
lic holidays) in order to allow more
freedom of movement in the run-
up to Christmas.

What will be permitted during
the coming festive period is cur-
rently being debated around the
country, both on a regional and
national level.

The central government, which
has left the decision-making on
Covid-19 restrictions to the re-
gional authorities, has neverthe-
less produced a draft list of meas-
ures that it proposes for the Christ-
mas period.

Six-people proposal

These include limiting Christmas
and New Year’s dinners to a maxi-
mum of six people per gathering
and imposing a night curfew be-
tween lam and 6am, which would

prevent the traditional all-night-
long New Year’s Eve parties that
are popular in Spain, especially
among young people.

The draft set of measures also
suggests limiting company Christ-
mas celebrations to six people,
recommending outdoor celebra-
tions wherever possible.

Andalusian president, Juanma
Moreno, responded by saying that
the regional government would
take its own decisions, rather than
sticking to the central govern-
ment’s guidelines, and that these
would depend on how the infec-
tion rate and the hospital figures
develop over the next couple of

weeks.

In fact Juanma Moreno said on
Wednesday that they would wait
until mid-December before de-
ciding on what measures to bring
in for the holiday period. He is due
to announce changes to the cur-
rent measures on 9 December.

Speaking again on Thursday,

he warned of the “enormous dan-
ger” of contagion if people “relax
their attitude” too much as the
holidays approach, although he
hoped that families would be able
to get together.

However “Christmas 2020 will
be very different to Christmas
2019,” he said.

Restrictions now in force in Andaludia

Until when? Until 10 December

All municipal Moving in and out of Andalucia or be-
boundaries tween municipalities is not permitted.
remain Exceptions include travelling for health-
closed care, work, education, to care for the eld-
throughout erly or other dependent person; to return
Andalucia to place of residence; for legal or adminis-

trative procedures; or force majeure.

Wakes and burials: 10 people in-
doors and 20 outdoors. Ceremo-
nies: 50% capacity. Guests
seated. Receptions: 50 people
indoors and 75 outdoors. Maxi-
mum capacity 50%.

Capacity restrictions by level

ETTE T

Civil and religious ceremonies

Wakes and burials: 6 people in-
doors and 15 outdoors. Ceremo-
nies: 30% capacity. Guests
seated. Receptions: 30 people
indoors and 50 outdoors. Maxi-
mum capacity 30%.

Some health districts
change their risk level

In Malaga province Guadalhorce goes up
a level and Axarquia goes down:

Serrania (Ronda area): Stays at level 4

The Granada Sur health
district moves down to
level 4 (grade 1) and a
shops and

hospitality

businesses

were able td
open again
until 6pm
this week.

La Vega (Antequera area): Stays at 4
Costa del Sol: Stays at level 4
Malaga (city): Stays at level 3
Axarquia: Moves from 4 to 3
Guadalhorce: Moves from 3 to 4

B Levels
Level 3

Night curfew

(o] capacity inside

50 © and100%on
terraces.

No eating or drinking at the bar.

Maximum groups of 6 people.

Bars and restaurants

(o) capacity inside

3 o O and75%onte-
rraces.

No eating or drinking at the bar.

Maximum groups of 6 people.

60%

maximum capacity respecting
safe distance

Shops

50%

maximum capacity respecting
safe distance

Public transport:
100% seated and 75% capacity
standing.

Transport

Public transport: One empty seat
between passengers and 50%
capacity standing.

Facilities (indoor and outdoor):
50% capacity, 200 people indoor

Sports

Gyms (indoor and outdoor): 40%
capacity.

. The home by 10pm rule continues at and 400 outdoor. Swimming Swimming pools: 40% capacity.
remains at least until 10 December. No one is per- pools: 50% capacity.
10pm mitted to go out between 10pm and 7am

without one of the justified reasons. Cultural activities
Cinemas and theatres: Cinemas and theatres:

Commercial The rule for non-essential businesses 60% capacity: 300 people indo- | 40% capacity. 200 people indoor
activity closes has changed slightly: toy shops cannow | orand 500 outdoor. Traditional | and 300 outdoor
at 6pm except stay open until 8pm. All other shops festivals and pilgrimages: Not Traditional festivals and pilgri-
toy shops must close at 6pm except for those con- permitted. mages: Not permitted.
(8pm) sidered essential.
Restaurants can Only for takeaways. From this week res- Environmental activities
stay open for taurants have been able to stay open until

takeaways until
9.30pm

9.30pm, but only for customers to pick up
food to take away and eat at home. All ta-
" ble service and eating-in must end at 6pm.

No change
for schools
and colleges

Schools remain open as before. Classes
onsite at schools. Universities must con-
tinue with online lectures except for practi-

cal classes.

10 people indoors and 15 out-
doors. Activities: Maximum ca-
pacity ten people.

Hunting: permitted with dis-
tancing and face masks.

6 people indoors and 10 out-
doors. Children’s games closed.
Activities: Maximum capacity 6
people. Hunting: permitted with
distancing and face masks.

Care homes for the elderly
No visits allowed.
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Case rates are
dropping
nationally as
number of Covid
deaths climbs

SUR

MALAGA. While the number of
deaths because of coronavirus
reached similar high levels to
the peak of the first wave this
week, the number of new cases
detected was steadily falling
across Spain. On Tuesday, 537
deaths in the previous 24
hours were reported nation-
ally, the highest number so far
on this second wave, although
the figure had declined to 369
in Wednesday’s data.

Nationally on Wednesday
this week there were 340 new
cases recorded per 100,000 in
the previous 14 days, down
from 452 a week earlier. While
Andalucia opted to maintain
its restrictions longer into De-
cember, some regions were
easing certain ones. Catalonia
relaxed its full closure of bars
and restaurants this week.

In Andalucia, there were
2,551 still in hospital with Co-
vid-19 on Thursday this week
(26 November), down from
3,162 a week earlier. The av-
erage contagion rate per
100,000 in the previous 14
days in Andalucia was 382.9.

In Malaga province, includ-
ing the Costa del Sol, there
were six deaths on Thursday,
down from 20 on Wednesday.
There were 345 in the prov-
ince’s hospital, nine fewer than
Wednesday, of whom 46 were
in intensive care (four fewer
than Wednesday). In Malaga
province the average new case
rate per 100,000 in the last 14
days was 238 on Thursday
(down from 308 a week ago).

First passengers land
at Malaga Airport
armed with negative
Covid test results

The new requirement
that came into force on
Monday applies to
travellers from high-risk
countries entering Spain
by sea or air

IVAN GELIBTER

MALAGA. “It's understandable that
they’re demanding a test. It’s good,
that way we'’re all safer.” This was
the opinion of the majority of pas-
sengers who got off the Ryanair
flight from Brussels at Malaga Air-
port on Monday morning, the first
required to comply with Spain’s
new Covid-19 test requirement
for travellers from high-risk
countries.

According to some of the pas-
sengers, there were barely 20 or
25 people on the flight, but they
all had the piece of paper to prove
their negative PCR test result.

“We saw that those who didn’t
have the document in Charleroi
[Brussels] weren’t allowed to
board,” said Elisabeth, who was
travelling with her husband Chris-
toph to their property in
Antequera.

On Monday the Spanish govern-
ment started demanding a nega-
tive Covid-19 test from all passen-
gers arriving in Spain by sea or air
from high-risk countries or re-
gions - and whose final destina-
tion is a Spanish port or airport -
independently of their national-
ity or country of residence.

Passengers must carry the
document that confirms the nega-

tive test result, with test dated
within 72 hours, when they travel.
This, according to the regulation
published earlier this month, must
be an original copy, written in
Spanish or English, in paper or
electronic format and it must con-
tain the traveller’s name and sur-
name, passport or ID card num-
ber, date of the test, identification
and contact details of the medical
centre where the test was carried
out, the technique used and the
negative result.

Travel agencies and airlines are
informing passengers of the re-
quirement several days ahead of
their travel date. In the case of
Elisabeth and Christoph, Ryanair
sent them several emails and mes-
sages to remind them that they
had to have a test, which, in their
case, cost 67 euros each.

“The flight was only 16 euros,
so in the end we haven't spent that
much,” said Dutch-born Elisabeth,
who lives in Antwerp.

“We have a house in Antequera
and we’ve just got married, so
we'’re going to spend our honey-
moon looking after the olive trees,”
she said with a smile.

“Tknow we can’t leave the town
until we go back, but we don’t mind
as we're going to be at home for
all five days,” she added.

The first to emerge on Monday
from the arrivals hall were a Bel-
gian couple [they preferred not to
give their names] who were head-
ing for Torremolinos.

“We were warned about the
PCR,” they explained, showing
their certificates.

e A T

“It’s logical, the way things are,”
they said in French, adding that
they loved the Costa del Sol.

“We don’t mind that the bars
close at six o’clock. We'll eat ear-
lier and then go for a walk - better
than staying at home,” they ex-
plained.

Neither of the two couples we
spoke to will be able to leave the
municipalities they are staying in,
although they won’t have to have
another PCR test before they go
back, or at least not to enter their
country.

To be able to deal with the new
requirement, the Health Ministry
has set up a point with several
workers inside the airport.

They are responsible for asking
to see the results of the tests. If a
passenger cannot produce the re-
quired document (despite having
stated before leaving that they had
the result) they would be failing to
comply with a health requirement
and would have made a false state-
ment before departure.

As well as having to take a test
on arrival and pay for it, the pas-
senger could face a fine.

Passengers land at Malaga Airport with negative Covid test results. s. saLas

Countries with a Covid
rate of more than 150
considered high risk

The current list of countries
considered as high-risk by
the Spanish government and
to which the PCR test rule
must be applied is long.

It includes most of the EU,
except for a few regions of
Greece and Norway. The cri-
teria for this comes from
European Council recom-
mendations.

For non-EU countries, in-
cluding the UK, the criteria
used is based on the 14-day
Covid-19 case notification
figure per 100,000 inhabi-
tants. If a country’s rate is
above 150 it is considered
high risk.

The list is revised every two
weeks and the government
has already published the
countries included during the
period up to 14 December.
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Care homeresidents :

and staff to get Covid
vaccines from
January, says minister

The government has
announced the first
version of its strategy to
distribute doses in three
phases next year

ALVARO SOTO

MADRID. The national minister for
Health, Salvador Illa, said this
week that, if all went to plan with
the predicted rollout of the vac-
cination, the first Covid-19 vac-
cines would be given to the most
vulnerable groups from January
onwards. However full details be-
yond March are sketchy until the
availability of the vaccines be-
comes clearer.

The government unveiled its
three-phase plan for the vacci-
nation, which would start in the
new year with some 2.5 million
people who are either resident in
care homes or work in them.

This first phase, running to
March, would also then include
frontline health workers, followed
by other health and social care
workers, and finally patients
needing high levels of care at
home for a disability. Only a lim-
ited number of vaccines are ex-

pected to be available at his stage.

In the second phase, which is
less precise at present, starting
in April and running to June,
more vaccines would be given
and from June onwards the gov-
ernment expects to be giving
more widespread jabs. It has bro-
ken down the population into 18
categories starting with those
most at risk.

The Health ministry plans to
take delivery of 140 million doses
of a coronavirus vaccine, from the
several different versions currently
being trialled. Spanish stocks will
come via EU-wide agreements with
the manufacturers. This would give
Spain enough to vaccinate 80 mil-
lion people, almost double the
country’s population.

The strategy also explains that
the initial plan is to set up 13,000
vaccination points mostly in lo-
cal health centres. The vaccine
would be free to everyone that
wanted it.

The Andalusian government’s
spokesperson, Elias Bendodo, told
SUR this week that the regional
health service was ready for the
phase one start in January and
that 25 million syringes had been
stockpiled in Andalucia.
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Costa health professionals
worry about local capacity

A. GOMEZ

MALAGA. With local health cen-
tres already stretched to the limit,
staff are worried about how they
will cope with giving so many vac-
cinations next year. Malaga prov-
ince has over one million people
with only 4,000 existing nurses
to do all the work, they say.
“Just thinking about it,” con-

fessed one health centre nurse,
“is making us quiver”.

Unions say it is impossible to
take on more people as there
aren’t enough with the skills and
they are urging the regional gov-
ernment to lure back Spanish
health workers from overseas.

Marbella council has already
offered up the resort’s congress
centre for vaccinations if needed.

i |
Mercy Chapman (left) and Fay Newman with their awards. sur

Nurses receive
Lions Melvin Jones
Award for services
to Costa diabetics

MIUJAS

TONY BRYANT. La Cala de Mijas Li-
ons club held a World Diabetes
Day celebration dinner in Mijas
last week. The fundraising event,
which was attended by more than
60 members and supporters,
raised 1,163 euros.

President Graham Rutland pre-
sented Fay Newman and Mercy
Chapman, two nurses who work
tirelessly for the club’s Diabetic
Support Group, with the coveted
Melvin Jones Award. The humani-
tarian honour is presented by Li-
ons Clubs around the world to
people who give their time and
services to causes supported by
the organisaton.

At the beginning of November,
the association also presented
the award to its resident doctor,
Dr Francisco Gomez Trujillo, and
volunteer receptionist Diane
Mather.

SUR IN ENGLISH

HERE AND THERE

Malaga's Calle Larios. s. saLas

MALAGA

Alow-key Christmas
light switch-on this year

J.soTo. The Malaga Christmas
lights, which have in recent
years been a major attraction,
will be much more low key this
year. They will be switched on
on Friday night for the first
time, though there will be no
official inauguration and con-
cert, nor will there be any light
or music shows for the dura-
tion of the Christmas period.
During the current period of
coronavirus restrictions, the
lights will only remain on un-
til 10.30pm.

MALAGA

Tower projectin the
port to be approved

I. LILLo. The project to build a
130-metre-tall (35-storey)
tower in Malaga port will be
approved by the city hall to-
day, Friday, SUR sources can
confirm.

The tower, which will house
a 350-room luxury hotel, ca-
sino and shopping area, will
be built by investment fund Al
Alfia, which has links to the
Qatari Royal Family.

After more than five years
of red tape, the project should
get under way in 2022.

TORREMOLINOS

Free Wi-Fitobe
installed intown centre

T.B. Torremolinos will be the
first municipality in Andalucia
to offer a free Wi-Fi service
throughout the whole of its
town centre. The service will
be available from December
and will implement a wireless
network in the town’s main
commercial areas, including
Calle San Miguel and Plaza
Costa del Sol. The project was
launched in order to help the
commerecial fabric of the town
recover from the affects of the
coronavirus pandemic.
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The Coastal Path will soon link Marbella
town with the beaches at Las Chapas

MARBELLA

Work has just begunona
new stretch between El
Cable and Rio Real, which
will be 500 metres long
and very close to the sea

HECTOR BARBOTTA

Marbella council has now started
work on another stretch of the
Senda Litoral, or Coastal Path,
and it will link Marbella town
centre with Las Chapas. It will
be 500 metres long, running
from the eastern side of El Ca-
ble beach to Rio Real, and will
cost 620,000 euros.

The mayor, Angeles Mufoz,
who visited the site with the
Councillor for Works, Diego
Lépez, earlier this week, pointed
out that the stretch of the Coastal
Path between San Pedro Alcan-
tara and Nueva Andalucia is al-
ready complete and the works
which are currently under way
are part of the plan to link the
four districts which lie within
the municipal boundaries.

This part of the project is ex-
pected to take three months to
complete. The path will have
street lights, urban furniture and
will be connected to the water
supply so that in future public
toilets, showers and fountains
can be provided.

The materials which are be-
ing used for this part of the pro-
ject are very much in keeping
with the surroundings at Las
Chapas, and have been selected
with sustainability in mind.

Rio Real watchtower

This part of the Coastal Path will
not be easy to build because
some residential properties are

The mayor, Angeles Mufioz, and Councillor for Works Diego Lépez at the site. JoseLe

very close to the beach and so
is the Rio Real watchtower, which
is officially classified as a Build-
ing of Cultural Interest. How-
ever, the plans have all the per-
mits needed from the provin-
cial Culture committee, the
Coastal Authority and the re-
gional government’s Ministry of
the Environment, and an archae-
ologist will be monitoring pro-

gress in case the works uncover
any interesting historic items.

Meanwhile, the town hall is
currently waiting for the per-
mits to be issued so work can
start on a new stretch of the
Senda Litoral by the campsite.
When that is complete, there will
be a continual five-kilometre
stretch from the town to the sea-
front at Las Chapas.

Junta de Andalucia to fast-track three major
tourist projects worth 411 million euros

The schemes will
generate wealth and
create jobs and will help
to consolidate Marbella
as a leading destination
for high quality tourism

H. BARBOTTA

MARBELLA. On Tuesday the Junta
de Andalucia will approve a
move to fast-track three major
tourist projects in Marbella, un-
der a special scheme to speed
up and facilitate bureaucratic
processes for viable projects
which are considered to be of
strategic interest for the region.

The three projects in question
are the luxurious Las Dunas
Club, which will be run by the
W chain, the Siete Revueltas Re-
sort hotel complex, which is also
on the east side of Marbella, and
a complex to the north of Puerto
Banus which will include an ex-

hibition centre. The three
projects, which include five-star
hotels, will cost 411 million
euros.

Elias Bendodo, the Junta de
Andalucia government repre-
sentative, made this announce-
ment in Marbella this week, at
a virtual meeting organised by
SUR with the collaboration of
Sando and Sierra Blanca Estates,
which was moderated by the di-
rector of SUR, Manuel Castillo.
It took place at the Puente Ro-
mano hotel

Bendodo explained that this
fast-track scheme, which was
set up in March, is run by 20
project managers who super-
vise progress on the works and
also act as a link with the inves-
tors. They are all highly quali-
fied, speak several languages
and are directly answerable to
the Andalusian government.

The scheme can be applied
to projects which are expected

to generate wealth for Andalucia,
and the aim is to complete all
the necessary bureaucratic
processes as easily as pos- =
sible. In the case of these /

three tourist projects, all #*
have been found to meet
the requirements.

The luxury resort Las
Dunas Club is the most
advanced of the three
projects. It is expected to
cost 200 million euros
and will create approxi- /
mately 300 jobs during

the construction phase &5 8

and a further 180 when ‘%
it is open. -

iy o
o’

In all three cases, the plans
include five star hotels, and as
_ Marbella already has eight

o establishments of this
quality, it will consolidate
its leading position as a
" destination for high qual-

‘_‘E})’ ity tourism.

These projects will also

_EliasBendodo  hring more major hotel

names to Spain.
Bendodo stressed that peo-

=R, ple who are keen to invest

in Andalucia need a fast
. response from the
. 5 authorities, and if they
¥ meet the requirements

then they deserve to be

The Siete Revueltas Angeles Mufioz supported and fast-

project, for which Mar-

bella town hall has already ap-
proved the first planning proc-
esses, will cost 77 million euros
and create 448 jobs; and the
complex to the north of Puerto
Banus, costing 134 million
euros, will create 745 jobs.

tracked “because this not
only provides legal security for
them but will also attract more
projects which will bring wealth
and employment to our region.
We want Andalucia to be a type
of motorway for investors,” he
said.

SUR IN ENGLISH
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Kilometres of traffic. JoseLE

MARBELLA

Restrictions on
opening hours results
in tailbacks near Baniis

H.B. The new restrictions on
non-essential businesses
across Andalucia has had un-
expected consequences on
the roads in Marbella.

Kilometres-long tailbacks
have been frequently reported
on the A-7 between San Pe-
dro and Puerto Banus as
workers in retail and hospi-
tality, as well as their custom-
ers, all head home at the same
time, using roads that do not
meet current legislation.

The volume of traffic re-
ported from 6pm onwards is
similar to that of at the height
of the summer season.

MALAGA

Heavy rain across the
province brings light
damage and flooding

I. LILLO. An amber weather
warning for heavy rain was in
place for much of Malaga prov-
ince from midnight through to
3pm on Thursday as a storm
front approached from the At-
lantic on Wednesday afternoon.

In Coin 68mm of rain fell in
aday (48mm in 12 hours), while
quantities in the fifties fell in
various points of the Guadal-
horce valley, Malaga city and
on the Costa del Sol.

Across the province traffic
flow was reduced on a number
of roads because of flooding
(the MA-6404 in Teba, the MA-
6406 in Almargen and the A-7
in La Cala del Moral and Rincén
de la Victoria).

In Marbella, the municipal
emergency plan was put into
effect. There was light flooding
at the Las Albarizas roundabout,
near the famous arch and at the
entrance to the El1 Angel and La
Dama de Noche developments.

Firefighters also had to re-
spond to reports of fallen walls
and branches in various parts
of the town.
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Mercedes involved in

Estepona killing located

just as it was about to

be shipped out of Spain

Police had been
searching for the UK-
plated vehicle driven by
the suspect in the fatal
stabbing of a 19-year-old
during an apparent traffic
dispute last week

J. CANO / F. TORRES

MALAGA. The National Police
have located the white Mercedes
driven by the suspect wanted
for the killing of a 19-year-old
man in Estepona last week.
The vehicle, with British reg-

istration plates, was found
parked in an area away from the
coast. The police confiscated the
car, according to sources, after
arecovery truck arrived to take
it away. Police believe that the
vehicle was due to be loaded into
a container and shipped from
Spain, possibly to the UK.
Detectives from Estepona’s
specialised and violent crime
unit, UDEV, had been searching
for the vehicle as the main lead
in the investigation into the death
of Ulrich, who was stabbed in a
car park near the Diana com-
mercial centre last Wednesday.
The incident occurred at

Friends of the victim in the neighbourhood of Las Acacias, Estepona. sur

-

LS Pk

The white Mercedes seized by police this week. sur
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around 2.30pm when the 19-
year-old victim, who lived
nearby, was almost knocked
down by the Mercedes.

When Ulrich reproached the
driver for going too fast, he got
out of the vehicle and started
hitting the victim before stab-
bing him with a knife. The blade
reached his heart and he died
at the scene.

The assailant then got back
in the white Mercedes, accom-
panied by a woman, and left the
scene. Witnesses described him
as tall, blond and stocky.

The victim, who lived with his
family in Las Acacias, was well-
loved in the neighbourhood.

Local shopkeepers started a
collection to help pay for his fu-
neral and the town hall also of-
fered to cover the costs.

Relatives thanked them for
the gesture but refused the of-
fer, said town hall sources. They
also said that they had not
started any sort of campaign to
raise funds on social media. The
family will pay for the funeral
themselves.

IT TOOK ME TWICE AS
LONG TO DECIDE ON
THE HELMET THAN
THE BIKE ITSELF

952 147 8394

€77
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Three arrested for ‘brutal’
attack on police who had asked
family member to wear a mask

The mayor of Alhaurin de
la Torre condemned the
attacks and said the
council would be taking
legal action against those
who made slanderous
comments about the
victims on social media

ANDREA JIMENEZ

ALHAURIN DE LA TORRE. The town
of Alhaurin de la Torre has been
rocked by an incident in the past
week which saw three males ar-
rested for beating up Local Police
officers who had told off a family
member for not wearing a mask
last Friday.

The alleged aggressors are a
16-year-old who refused to put
on a mask when asked to do so
as he attended a gathering at

Plaza Espana, his father and his
older brother. As the minor re-
fused to cooperate, unlike the rest
of his peers, he was taken by offi-
cers to his family home where the
officers were subjected to a “vio-
lent” and “brutal” attack on arri-
val. The attack lasted several min-
utes and had the intention of
“causing the most damage pos-
sible”. The officers called back-
up before the alleged aggressors
could finally be arrested.

The two victims required hos-
pital treatment. One officer suf-
fered a fractured nasal septum,
while the other required four
stitches on his forehead, where
he received several hits.

The town’s mayor Joaquin Vil-
lanova condemned the attacks
and said that the town hall would
take legal action against those
who have slandered the two po-
licemen on social media.

Father and son
held over shooting
which saw bullet
pass through
victim’'s head

J.C./F.T.

MALAGA. A father and son were
arrested this week, three
months after allegedly shoot-
ing a 29-year-old in the head in
Las Albarizas, Marbella.

The victim lived to tell the tale
as the bullet passed straight
through his head, albeit caus-
ing damage to his jaw, (three
plates were installed and he still
has difficulty speaking), and
leaving him deafin one ear. No
damage was caused to his brain.

It is believed that the attack
was in relation to the killing of
a 23-year-old in the same neigh-
bourhood - part of an ongoing
dispute between two families.

The alleged aggressors are
being held without bail on
charges of attempted murder.

112 REPORTS

MALAGA

Baby suspected of
dying due to abuse had
ablood condition

A.F./J.c.Investigations are con-
tinuing into the death of an 18-
month-old baby whose body was
brought to the Hospital Materno
in Malaga city with a head

wound and several bruises on
the body.

The baby’s mother was ar-
rested for suspected mistreat-
ment and is being held while the
autopsy is being carried out.

The results may take a long
time as sources close to the case
say that the baby had haemo-
philia which results in people
bleeding for a longer time after
an injury and bruising easily.
The mark on the head was also
caused by recent surgery.

MALAGA

Woman fined for city
centre vagina procession

F. TORRES. A woman who car-
ried a large-scale model of a
vagina in a religious-style pro-
cession through the streets of
Malaga city as part of Interna-
tional Women’s Day protests
in 2013 has been sentenced to
paying a daily fine of 10 euros
for nine months.

The judge concluded that the
events constituted a offence
against religious sentiment.

The model vagina. sur
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Horse rescued with the help of ARCH
is now part of the Iglesias family

The twin daughters of
famous crooner Julio had
heard about the shelter in
Alhaurin el Grande while
they were in New York

SUR IN ENGLISH

ALHAURIN EL GRANDE. This year
has been a particularly challeng-
ing one for the the Andalusian
Rescue Centre for Horses and
Donkeys (ARCH) in Alhaurin el
Grande. With fundraising events
mainly cancelled, the charity is
relying heavily on the generosity
of its supporters. Now the shel-
ter can add celebrities to its list

of backers.

Victoria and Cristina, the twin

daughters of world-famous singer
Julio Iglesias, are long-time horse

b

Zaza with Victoria at home at the Iglesias stables near Marbella. sur
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lovers and first heard about ARCH
through contacts in New York. On
returning to the family home near
Marbella, they arranged a visit to
the rescue centre and since then
they have been generous donors.

This summer the girls went one
step further, offering to foster one
of the rescued horses and help
with training before finding a
permanent home. The horse they
chose, a 12-year-old mare known
as Moni, had been at the centre
for several months after being
abandoned, tied to a tree on waste
ground near Malaga a year ago.
She was heavily pregnant and
gave birth to a small colt foal in
torrential rain.

At the Iglesias stables Victoria
and Cristina gave her care and
attention. They started to ride her
and discovered that she had a tal-
ent for jumping. The sisters
quickly fell in love with her and
it wasn’t long before they decided
to keep her.

Moni has now been renamed
Zaza, and is enjoying a life of lux-
ury at the Iglesias residence.

SUR IN ENGLISH

Towns call fora
return of regular
service of the
Cercanias C2line

T. BRYANT

MALAGA. Several town halls in
the Guadalhorce Valley region
have backed a motion to re-
quest the return of the regular
daily train service of the C2
commuter line between Malaga
and Alora. The motion, sup-
ported by the mayors of Car-
tama, Pizarra and Alora, calls
for the 28 services that were
operating prior to the state of
alarm to be reinstated. The
schedule was reduced by 50
per cent at the end of March,
however, only 20 daily serv-
ices were reintroduced after
the lockdown was lifted, mak-
ing it difficult for some resi-
dents to travel to and from
their work places.

COMMUNITY

SPIRIT

Locals asked to donate food and gifts
for Costa del Sol hamper appeal

Marbella-based
fundraisers hope to be
able to provide festive
cheer for around 500
families this Christmas

SUR IN ENGLISH

MARBELLA. A Marbella-based
charity has launched a festive
scheme to give struggling fami-
lies a Christmas hamper next
month.

As part of the project Costa del
Sol residents are being asked to
donate food or presents for chil-
dren up to the age of 18.

It’s hoped the hamper will
bring some Christmas cheer to
around 500 families between
Puerto de la Duquesa and Malaga.

Organised by British expat
Kara Caradas, a team of 25 vol-
unteers are helping to collect and
dish out the hampers.

Kara, 36, from Kent, who has
lived in Spain for 20 years and
manages Marbella’s Boardwalk
Cafe, said: “The hampers are for
anyone who needs them. If peo-
ple contact us they will get a ham-
per for their family and presents
for their children. We won’t be
saying no to people as we don’t
want anyone going without this
Christmas.”

Kara, who has helped run
similar events over the past 10
years in Marbella, started the reg-

istered charity Food Fairies dur-
ing lockdown, to help those who
were struggling to feed their chil-
dren during the pandemic.

She said: “We helped around
500 families during lockdown.
So we decided to do something
similar for Christmas.

Kara explained that non-per-
ishable food such as pasta, rice,
cooking oil, tinned food was pre-
ferred, and that presents are
needed children aged from six
months to 18 years.

She added that gifts for teenage
boys are needed in particular as
they are often forgotten.

Anyone wanting to donate a
gift, is invited to purchase a pre-
sent, wrap it up and label it with
the sex and the age of the child,
then deliver it to one of the drop-

6rganiser Kara Caradas, shopping to fill food hampers. sur

T

off points listed on the Costa Col-
lections page on Facebook.

As part of the festive appeal a
Hollywood-themed fundraising
event is being held this Saturday
28 November at The Beach
House in Elviria, from 12.30 to
6pm.

The four-course dinner with
live entertainment costs 60 euros
a ticket, with 25 euros of each
ticket paying for a hamper, which
provides for a family of six.

© More information : To find out
how to receive a hamper send a
WhatsApp message to Kara on
602531928. For details of the
Hollywood fundraiser contact
952839458 or email
info@thebeachhousemarbella.com

Rotary Club
Marbella-East
delivers food
supplies to
local charities

MARBELLA

SUR. The English-speaking
Rotary Club Marbella-East
has been making regular food
donations to help needy fami-
lies since the group was
founded in June.

Deliveries of several thou-
sand euros’ worth of prod-
ucts were made this week to
Céaritas and to the Ematus
soup kitchen in Estepona

T ey .

Members with some of the donated products. sur

which provides hot lunches
to several hundred families
every day.

Further donations are
planned during the Christ-
mas season to the homeless
shelter Hogar Betania, in La
Linea de la Concepcidn,
which provides hot meals to
over 300 people daily. Gifts
are also being donated for
Christmas.

Rotary Club Marbella-East
was founded on 24 June this
year and currently has 23
members from Scandinavia,
Germany and Great Britain,
the former Yugoslavia and the
Middle East.

Its membership is open to
business and professional
people who wish to contrib-
ute to the community.

LN,
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Axarquia scientists develop a
bioplastic using cocoa beans

ALGARROBO

The University of Malaga
team has been working in
collaboration with other
researchers from Genova
and Washington as part
of an EU funded project

EUGENIO CABEZAS

ALGARROBO. Scientists at the de-
partment for genetics and bio-
technology at the subtropical and
Mediterranean horticultural in-
stitute in Alagarrobo have devel-
oped a biodegradable material,
similar to plastic, using cocoa
bean shells and cellulose from
cotton plants.

The research team, which
forms part of the University of
Malaga, said that the bioplastic
is similar to plastic made from
petroleum, but with the advan-
tage of being entirely biodegrad-
able. They added that due to its
composition, it gives off an iri-
descent effect, similar to the rain-
bow colours of soap bubbles.

They believe that the product
could have a number of uses in-
cluding food packaging, toys and
notebook covers.

The team have been research-
ing alternatives to plastics for sev-
eral decades and have already
come up with a material using to-
mato skins.

They explained that cocoa bean

An image of the bioplastic which has been developed in Algarrobo. sur

shells take a relatively long time
to break down to turn into bio-
plastic and are “difficult to work
with” due to their “strong and re-
silient nature”.

However, in laboratory tests,
the final product has been found
to fully biodegrade both on the
ground and in seawater.

As such they are confident that
if they have managed to develop
a solution with cocoa bean shells
they believe they could “work with
any other type of waste product.”

The team has been working in
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collaboration with the Italian in-
stitute for technology as well as
the universities of Genova and
Washington through a European
Union funded project, whose aim
is to promote the concept of the
‘circular bioeconomy’.

The EU’s definition of the
bioeconomy is that it “encom-
passes the production of renew-
able biological resources and the
conversion of these resources and
waste streams into value added
products, such as food, feed, bio-
based products and bioenergy”.

Council hands over
new premises to
Nerja-based NGO,
Taller de la Amistad

TORROX COSTA

E. C. Since last Monday the Nerja
based charity, Taller de la Amis-
tad, which works with people with
disabilities, has been running work-
shops and activities in a building
on Avenida el Faro in Torrox Costa.

The town hall handed over the
building to the not-for-profit or-
ganisation in response to social
distancing problems since the start
of the coronavirus pandemic.

The new premises can hold up
to three members of staff and 15
users at a time. The organisation
has approximately 300 users who
come from Nerja, Frigiliana, Tor-
rox, Algarrobo, Almayate and Torre
del Mar,

In addition to the building, Tor-
rox town hall also announced that
its annual grant to the organisa-
tion is to be increased from 5,000
to 8,000 euros.
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FRIGILIANA

Former Frigiliana mayor
Antonio Fernandez dies

E. C. Antonio Fernandez Vera,
who was mayor of Frigiliana from
1987 until 1995, has died. Mr
Fernandez had been suffering
from colon cancer and died on
Tuesday, aged 68. As well as serv-
ing as mayor, he was head teacher
at the Enrique Gines primary
school for several decades.
Fernandez was married to Maria
Jesus Cobos, who was a teacher
at the same school. Current
mayor, Alejandro Herrero, de-
scribed him as “an inspiration.”

VELEZ-MALAGA

Plans for Vélez-Malaga
theme park unveiled

A. P. Vélez-Madlaga town hall un-
veiled plans for a new theme park
on Tuesday. The park, which will
be known as Fortaleza Alcazaba
(Fortress Alcazaba) will be lo-
cated on land near to the Axar-
quia primary school at the en-
trance to the town. It will incor-
porate children’s playgrounds as
well as activities related to the
town’s history and a story telling
area. The new attraction forms
part of the council’s agricultural
employment development plan.

LA VINUELA

High numbers of tiger msséls have been detected at La Vifiuela. sur

Tighter controls and fines as La Viiuela
reservoir is plagued by tiger mussels

E. €. The Junta de Andalucia has
this week introduced restrictions
on sailing and swimming activi-
ties in La Vinuela reservoir in
light of the high numbers of tiger
mussels that have been found in
the water.

According to the regional gov-
ernment’s official bulletin (BOJA),
the molluscs, which favour res-
ervoir waters due to the absence
of natural predators, can prolif-
erate rapidly by attaching them-

selves to sailing and bathing
equipment such as boats, boards,
floating aids, lifesaving equip-
ment and wet suits.
Companies that offer water
sports on the reservoir have been
told to follow disinfection proto-
cols in an attempt to reduce the
proliferation and the Junta said
that fines will be issued for fail-
ure to comply with the protocols.
Vehicle access to the area is also
to be subject to tighter controls.

RINCON DE LA VICTORIA

Giant nomadjellyfish
found on Axarquiabeach

E. . Jellyfish weighing up to 45
kilos, which have been spotted
on Torre de Benagalbdén beach
this week, are believed to be an
invasive species native to the In-
dian and Pacific oceans.

The environmental associa-
tion of Rincon de la Victoria (AMR)
believes they are Rhopilema
nomadica, or the nomad jelly-
fish, which can cause painful
stings to humans as well as dam-
age to local marine life, biodiver-
sity and fishing.

& b - alill . wWikk
Rhopilema nomadica. sur
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PARE FOR THE
IVITIES WITH
REFOUR
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Hundreds of

girls at risk of
genital
mutilationin

A pioneering protocol is
now under way to detect and protect
women and girls from FGM, a practice
whichis normal in their own countries
and continues to be carried out here

ANA PEREZ-BRYAN /
JUAN CANO

to do to be accepted by

your people. Iwould have
my daughter done, because she is
always touching herself down be-
low. It would stop her wanting to
do that.”

“I think they do it so you don’t
go with other men. We didn’t talk
about these things. I don’t know if
it’s normal or not....”

“Sometimes we do things for our
family’s sake. Before you get mar-
ried, you are circumcised. I know
a 19-year-old from my country
who hadn’t been, but she had to
before the wedding because it’s
the tradition.”

“Ididn’t know that some girls
die. Sometimes you hear that
someone has died, but not from
that... they tell you it was some-
thing else.”

This is not Africa. These are real
comments from women who were
born on that continent, but now
live in Malaga. Women who have
integrated here, who go to our
health centres, stop for a chat on
the street and take their children
to school.

They were noted by the NGO
Médicos del Mundo during a train-
ing course for African women, cov-
ering subjects such as sexuality,
gynaecology and reproduction,
and also female genital mutilation
(FGM), a practice which still con-
tinues to different degrees in their
countries of origin and which in
some cases they bring with them
and perpetuate with the new gen-
erations.

“It was right here on our door-
step, and we just hadn’t seen it,”
says José Manuel Munioz Martinez,
a doctor at the Regional Hospital
in Malaga and member of Médi-

‘ ‘ I t’s like something you have

cos del Mundo.

“In Malaga province there are
about 500 girls aged between four
and 12 who are at risk of ablation;
and more than 300 of them live in
Malaga city,” he says.

He is referring to girls who have
come with their families from other
countries, not those who were born
here and are Spanish, although
they may still be affected by geni-
tal mutilation.

The alarm was first raised at
Médicos del Mundo a few years ago,
when the subject came up during
a project with migrant women and
sex workers on preventing illnesses
and improving healthcare.

The NGO has found that in
Malaga city there are about 2,500
women whose countries of origin
practise FGM (Nigeria, Ivory Coast,
Ghana and Senegal, among oth-
ers), with all the physical and psy-
chological risks that implies, not
only for those who have been mu-
tilated before coming here, but for
the young girls who grow up with
these traditions.

Their call for attention has been
heard by the provincial commit-
tee against Gender Violence, in-
cluding Dr Carmen Agiiera, who
has designed pioneering protocols
in Andalucia, such as the detec-
tion of chemical submission at hos-
pitals. She has now also partici-
pated in another unprecedented
protocol from the regional govern-
ment, designed to detect cases of
FGM and take action.

“Female genital mutilation is
something absolutely unknown in
the health sector, so we need to
train professionals to recognise it
and, above all, to know how to treat
it,” she says. “Without the right
training, doctors are likely to miss
it completely.”

Dr Sergio Pérez, another mem-
ber of Médicos del Mundo, agrees.
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One of the protagonists of the ‘My fight is your fight'
exhibition in Malaga last February. pHOTO: CAMILA ESPINEL

Resident African population of Malaga, from countries where FGM is practised

Ngeria A
Ghana 587
Senegal 162

Costa de Marfil 4

Guinea 88

Camerun 74

Egipto 73

Mali 70

Burkina Faso 37

Mauritania 36

Gambia 31

Togo 30

Since 2017, the NGO has seen
about 80 women who were sub-
jected to FGM in their countries of
origin, “and others have been noti-
fied to us by the health service”, he
says. Nothing can hide the impact
of seeing for the first time how ab-
lation affects women’s lives.
“From childhood they have been
controlled, first by their father then
their husband. They tell you about
the aggression they have suffered.
Personally, as the father of a young

daughter, I find it very hard to hear,”
he admits.

This is a complex subject and
needs to be handled delicately. “It’s
not something you can talk about
on the first visit. But when they
have been to see you several times
and built up trust, you can ap-
proach the subject. The patients
don’t even know what female geni-
tal mutilation is. They have other
names for it,” says Dr Agiiera.

Pediatrician Pedro Navarro, who

is also vice-president of the Cole-
gio de Médicos (doctors associa-
tion) in Malaga, says he has never
personally come across a case of
ablation, but one mother did come
to ask his opinion.

“They were going on a trip to
visit relatives and she was afraid
they would insist on mutilating her
daughter. She said it was custom-
ary there, but she didn’t like the
idea and was scared. I told her that
apart from being a form of ill-treat-

J.C./A.P.B.

MALAGA. Female genital mutila-
tion, the “invisible crime” as
prosecutor Flor de Torres de-
scribes it, is not considered gen-
der violence in Spain, at least in
State legislation. “In this sense,
the law is completely obsolete,”
she says. However, the Istanbul

“Ablation is a type of gender
violence in disguise”

Agreement (2011), to which Spain
subscribed, does recognise abla-
tion as violence against women,
and so does Andalusian law
7/2018, so De Torres says an “im-
portant legislative reform” is
needed for it to be recognised na-
tionwide as what it is.

There are plenty of arguments
to support a change in the law.

“Ablation reinforces the mascu-
line role and hides a form of sub-
jection of women, as well as violat-
ing human rights in terms of
health and being a genuine form
of torture,” says Dr Carmen
Agiiera, co-director of the proto-
col created in Malaga to detect
and prevent FGM.

“They destroy any possibility
of women having a healthy sex-
ual life. It is a thousand-year-old
cultural practice which disguises
a type of gender violence.”

Dr Agliera says women who
have undergone FGM believe it
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ment, it was absolutely barbaric.
In the end I convinced her not
to allow it,” he says.

Another doctor with Médicos
del Mundo, pediatrician Mer-
cedes Rivera, says she has seen
one case of ablation, an eight-
year-old girl who had come to
Spain alone. She explains that
there are other practices within
the same category, carried out at
home as something completely
normal but still a form of muti-
lation.

“Some mothers have told me
they put coins on their daugh-
ter’s clitoris, or massage it hard
and push it in because they
think that will stop it growing,”
she says.

Monitoring by doctors is es-
sential, but it is only the first
step. The aim of the protocol is
to widen the networks for de-
tecting cases of FGM.

“Teachers can help us to de-
tect these situations, because
they may spot that these girls
find it uncomfortable to sit
down, or to urinate, or they may
seem sad after a trip to their
country because of the psycho-
logical trauma of their ablation,”
says Dr Agliera.

It is also important to know
in advance if a trip of this type
is being planned, whether from
a GP, a school or social centre.

“When we know they are
planning a trip, the parents have
to sign a guarantee that they will
not subject their daughter to
this practice. It is a legal docu-
ment and they are warned that
if they do not comply then they
will be committing a crime, with
all the implications that go with
it,” says Dr Pérez. In these cases,
the child is examined before she
leaves for the trip and again
when she comes back.

Flor de Torres, a prosecutor
in cases of violence against
women and a member of the
working group which drew up
the protocol, is adamant: “Mu-
tilation is an attack on physical,
social and sexual health, which
makes the woman a victim from
the moment she is born, but it is
also the forerunner to other
crimes, such as forced marriage
and aggression.”

FGM is an “invisible crime”
because such practices are con-
sidered normal within their
communities, she adds.

has improved them and gives
them a special role in their com-
munity. “They see it as a form
of maturity, of being eligible for
marriage and economic secu-
rity. We make them see that it
is an attack on their body, but
they don’'t understand that and
even justify it because they have
always been told that female
genitals are dirty and need to
be removed. We have to be care-
ful about how we tell them that
it denigrates women and that
their wishes are not taken into
account,” she says.
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Rain and
Covid dampen
anti-violence
events

This year's march to mark Inter-
national Day for the Elimination
of Violence against Women in
Malaga was a quieter affair than
usual as Covid-19 restrictions
meant that many could not
travel to the city and the rain
left the streets even emptier
than usual. Nevertheless around
300 people joined the march,
with the aim of drawing atten-
tion to the ongoing problem of
domestic or gender violence.
Many women have been living
through a "double pandemic”
since March, they pointed out,
suffering the coronavirus lock-
down and violent treatment in
their own homes. Slogans
chanted called for “resistance”
against “patriarchies" and
against "machismo”.

NI UNA MENOS

ii NOS QUEREMOS VIVAS !!

Plataforma contra los malos tratos a mujeres “ VIOLENCIA CERQ "

MALAGA

4 SALVADOR SALAS

More than 3,300
women in Malaga
province have
protectionduetoa
risk of violence

ANA PEREZ-BRYAN

MALAGA. There are currently 3,310
women in the province of Malaga
registered with the VioGén sys-
tem, a tool used by state and local
police forces to help prevent cases
of domestic violence and protect
victims.

After the state of alarm was de-
clared in March, the system saw
an increase in new registrations,
a figure that rose continuously un-
til July. Between January and June,
3,051 reports of cases of violence
against women were filed at the
courts in the province, a figure 18%
lower than the same period last
year. This decrease is thought to
be because, in many cases, victim
and aggressor do not live under
the same roof and so the lockdown
reduced contact and fear.

Deaths
No deaths due to domestic vio-
lence have been recorded in the
province of Malaga this year, how-
ever the statistic remains dismal.
Since 2003, when cases started to
be counted separately, 38 women
and three children have been killed
by a partner or former partner.
In Spain as a whole 1,074
women have been killed since
2003, 41 of them this year.

© call 016 : The free confidential
helpline for support and advice
related to domestic violence.
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ADVIA CONSULTING

With time running out
for British citizens to
ensure their affairs
areinorder, Advia
Consulting offers
efficient assistance
atreasonable prices

Advia Consulting is a com-
pany that specialises in For-
eigners, Real Estate and Le-
gal Advice. They focus on
finding real and fast solutions
to their foreign and national
clients’ problems.

Where foreign clients’ af-
fairs are concerned, they spe-
cialise in appointments and
procedures at the Police Sta-
tion and the Town Hall. NIE
(foreigner’s ID number) as-
signment, TIE (foreigner’s ID
card), Residency, Expedition
of the Card Associated with
the Brexit withdrawal agree-
ment for British citizens and
their families are some of the
things British citizens need
to arrange in light of Brexit

Paperwork for foreigners is Advia’s speciality.

EXPERT ASSISTANCE
TO PREPARE
FOR BREXIT

which they can help with.
They can also quickly ar-
range appointments for reg-
istration at the Town Hall and
any other electronic proce-
dures with the official organi-
sations and authorities.
The fundamental differ-
ence compared to other com-
panies is that they study each
individual case’s viability. If
they know that the procedure
cannot be carried out for
whatever reason (which is
often the case at the foreign-
ers’ departments), they in-
form the client to allow them
to save time and money.
They speak Spanish and
English and can be contacted
by phone, email or WhatsApp.

Contact Advia Consulting
by telephoning
951491156 or via
WhatsApp on 640331363,
send them an email to
info@adviaconsulting.es
or have a look at their
website: adviaconsult-
ing.es for more informa-
tion on their services.
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Spain as Brexit nearsend  centasfewer
people travel due

The British government
has posted over 100,000
letters to those on the
Department for Work and
Pensions database

SUR IN ENGLISH

MALAGA. The UK government has
written to over 100,000 Britons
living in Spain who are on its De-
partment for Work and Pensions
database. The letter includes ad-
vice on the actions they need to
take to prepare for the end of the
transition period after Brexit,
which ends on 31 December.
The letter has been sent to UK
State pension and benefit recipi-
ents who live in Spain. It includes
advice on how to register for resi-
dency and healthcare, exchange
driving licences and check new
passport validity rules online. The
UK government said it is part of a
Europe-wide mailing to over

300,000 people.

The British Embassy in Spain
has also reminded people that
funding has been given to some
charities and community volun-
tary organisations to assist British
nationals that may need additional
help in applying for residency. This
includes potentially at-risk groups,
such as pensioners and disabled
people and those living in remote
areas or who have mobility diffi-
culties. In Andalucia, one group -
IOM - has received funding (for
details of how to contact them visit
gov.uk/livinginspain).

British Ambassador to Spain
Hugh Elliott said: “Since 2017, we
have organised nearly 300 out-
reach events. Whilst face-to-face
events are currently limited by re-
strictions, we continue to provide
support through our Facebook
Live sessions. Our next session on
residency is on 1 December, so
please do follow us on BritsinSpain
on Facebook to take part.”

to Covid-19

ANDALUCIA

JOSE LUIS PIEDRA. The corona-
virus pandemic and lockdown
restrictions have led to a drop
in the number of deaths on
Andalucia’s roads so far this
year, national government of-
ficials believe.

The data studied covers
January to the end of October,
when there were 133 fatal ac-
cidents on the region’s roads
in which 145 people lost their
lives. This is 10 per cent fewer
than the same period in 2019.

The reduction in deaths isn’t
as large as the drop in journeys
made, which fell just over 21
per cent in the region.

The national government’s
representative in Andalucia
said that the number of moto-
bike riders and cyclists killed
was particularly concerning.

Queen opens
Seville tourism
summit as king
self isolates

Queen Letizia (2r) made a solo of-
ficial visit to Seville on Wednesday
to attend a conference on tour-
ism. She had expected to be
joined by King Felipe, but the
monarch went into quarantine this
week for ten days after coming
into close contact with a person
with coronavirus. Declaring the
Tourism Innovation Summit open,
the queen said that Spain "is a
world leader in the tourism indus-
try" due to the “dedication and
excellence of its professionals and
the immense natural, cultural, cu-
linary and social history”. The An-
dalusian president, Juanma Mo-
reno (21), highlighted the "trust-
worthiness" of the tourism sector
and its “ability” to innovate.
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Bars and restaurants are among the hardest hit by fresh restrictions in this second wave of Covid-19. fito saLas

Local firms put in 935 ERTEs in
two weeks with new lockdown

The CC OO union has said
it is most scared of an
avalanche of companies
folding once the
furloughing schemes end

NURIA TRIGUERO

MALAGA. Just like Covid-19, there
has been a second wave of fur-
loughing in Malaga province, in-
cluding the Costa del Sol. With
the restrictions imposed by the
Junta de Andalucia on bars, res-
taurants, some shops and other
non-essential services, almost
1,000 local companies had put for-
ward ERTE applications for their
employees between 10 and 23
November.

In total 935 firms applied to fur-
lough staff, of which 864 were af-
fected by a partial limitation of ac-
tivity because of the new lockdown
measures. These included those
that have had to lower the shutters
at 6pm. This week the Junta said
it had already processed 550 of

IN NUMBERS

864

ERTE applications were pre-
sented from 10-23 November in
the category of “limitation”, or
partial-restriction, of activity.

61

ERTEs were presented where
business were completely pre-
vented from opening.

these requests from companies in
this position.

The other recent category of
ERTE furloughing created as a
result of Covid-19 is where a firm
is stopped from operating com-
pletely due to any measure
adopted since 1 October by na-
tional or foreign authorities.
Sixty-one local ERTE applications
of this type were sent to the Junta

from 10 to 23 November. Forty of
these the regional government has
already processed.

The exact number of staff af-
fected by these latest ERTEs isn’t
clear, but latest Employment Serv-
ices data available states that
27,000 people locally were still fur-
loughed at the end of October.

“Companies in the bar and res-
taurant trade and retail have taken
out ERTEs again in a big way,” said
the provincial leader of the
CC OO trade union, Fernando Cu-
billos. “What we are really scared
of is an avalanche of firms going
into administration when ERTEs
end,” he added.

Period could be extended

For the president of the Malaga as-
sociation of business leaders, Ja-
vier Gonzdlez de Lara, the ERTEs
“take the temperature of the real
situation companies are in”.

He said that he hoped that they
would be extended beyond 31
January, “at least until the end of
the state of alarm on 31 May”.
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THE EURO ZONE
MARK NAYLER

A step
too far

he pro-independence
I Catalan Republican

Left (ERC) has become
steadily more confident over
the last two years, using its
small but pivotal presence in
parliament to pin Pedro San-
chez to the wall. This week,
the ERC made its most auda-
cious demands of the Span-
ish government to date - and
Sanchez, desperate to push
his 2021 budget through par-
liament before the end of
year, has tentatively agreed
to satisfy them. This time,
though, he’s gone a step too
far.

Sanchez has theoretically
agreed to abolish “tax dump-
ing” in Madrid - i.e. the re-
duction of the capital’s tax
rates to attract business and
investment. The principle,
rather than the specific con-
tent, of this clause is the
most objectionable aspect of
his pact with the ERC. Span-
ish politics has apparently
become so deal-orientated
that the fiscal policies of the
capital can be indirectly al-
tered by minority parties
from other parts of Spain,
without the assent or col-
laboration of Madrid’s Con-
servative-led administration.

The Socialist leader wasn’t
always so accommodating of
Catalan secessionists. “We do
not accept ultimatums”: this
was the apparently princi-
pled stance of his govern-
ment in late 2018, as ERC
and other pro-independence
groups celebrated the first
anniversary of their failed at-
tempt to break from the rest
of Spain. It was assumed in
response to a threat made by
Catalonia’s then-president
Quim Torra, to the effect that,

unless Sanchez guaranteed a
legal referendum on seces-
sion within a month, the
Catalan parties represented
in Madrid would cease to
support him. On this occa-
sion, the Socialist leader
toughed it out.

Just over a year later, after
the two elections of 2019 had
failed to award any single
party a parliamentary major-
ity, Sdnchez was again in a
position of needing the votes
of Catalan separatists, this
time in order to be sworn in
as prime minister. He even-
tually secured them, but only
after agreeing to discuss the
issue of Catalan independ-
ence, or at least the possibil-
ity of a legal referendum on
the matter, with the region’s
secessionists. That conces-
sion was vague and mainly
symbolic, but those secured
by the ERC this week are
more concrete. They also
show the disproportionate
amount of control exerted by
Catalan separatists over na-
tional parliament.

The ERC has praised its
deal with the Socialists as a
symbol of the “paradigm
shift” that’s occurred in
Spanish democracy over the
past forty years. In a way, it
has a point: the plurality of
ideologies represented in to-
day’s lower house would have
been inconceivable ten years
ago, let alone immediately af-
ter the death of Francisco
Franco. But hastily forming
or altering policies of na-
tional importance without
due process, in order to sat-
isfy the demands of a group
that sits on thirteen of the
350 seats in congress, is far
from democratic.
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Gibraltar will ‘stretch every
sinew’ for post-Brexit deal

The chief minister says
discussions with Spain, UK
and Brussels are movingin
the right direction but
time is short and nothing
can be guaranteed

DEBBIE BARTLETT

GIBRALTAR. The Gibraltar govern-
ment is cautiously optimistic that
an agreement can be reached re-
garding its future relationship
with the EU following the end of
the Brexit transition period, but
chief minister Fabian Picardo
says he would be prepared to con-
tinue discussions after 31 Decem-
ber even if no agreement has
been reached. Speaking to the
House of Lords European Union
Committee during a virtual ap-
pearance this week, Picardo ex-
plained that in the past five

IN BRIEF

NEWS

2020 Christmas Coins
available now

D.B. This year’s set of Gibraltar
Christmas Coins was officially
presented by government min-
ister Sir Joe Bossano on Wednes-
day, and is the 32nd set to have
been issued since they first be-
gan in 1988. This year’s collec-
tion consists of a cupro-nickel
50 pence piece, a cupro-nickel
50 pence with colour, a bi-metal
£2 coin and a bi-metal £2 coin
with colour. The two coins with
colour are a limited edition of
1,000 each.

The coins may be purchased
from www.gibraltarnation-
almint.gi, and must be collected
by appointment only.

CULTURE

Victoryin Europe
exhibition online

D.B. The Victory in Europe exhi-
bition which was at the John
Mackintosh Hall in October can
now be seen online via the web-
site www. nationalarchives.gi

A total of ten new videos are
now accessible via the GNA Web-
site, and the The Victory in
Europe exhibition video consists
of the complete set of images ar-
ranged in six photo-montage sec-
tions: The gathering storm, home
front & defences, underground
city & hospital, the Gibraltar de-
fence force, Gibraltar under en-
emy attack and victory in Europe.
A fascinating resource for history
buffs.

months there have been detailed
ongoing talks between Gibraltar,
the UK, Spain and Brussels and
that things are moving in the right
direction, but he stressed that
“time is short”. He is, he said, op-
timistic enough to think “we will

make it”, but stressed that even
so this does not mean that an
agreement is certain.

In answer to questions about
Gibraltar joining Schengen and
the Customs Union, he said that
full membership would be a bu-

Scan QR code to discover all promotions.

mcarthurglenmalaga.es
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reaucratic and unnecessary night-
mare for such a small territory,
but other arrangements might be
possible. He also stressed that
even if there is no deal by the end
of this year, neither Gibraltar or
Spain would want to damage each
other and that the people of Gi-
braltar would not expect him to
give up on negotiations one min-
ute after midnight on 1 January
because the deadline had passed.
“We want as much cooperation
as possible without crossing red
lines,” he said.
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Leaflet issues

[ am writing regarding your article (November 20th-26th)
concerning extra policing for the Nerja area. I wholly agree
that this might well be necessary but have to add that in
my area we have had “leaflet distributors”, who just dump
the leaflet in the area of the property.

My partner went around the properties close to us and
brought home an armful of leaflets - I contacted some of
the companies who were advertising to say that these
houses were unoccupied and received an apology from
one, but heard nothing from the others.

Leaflets are a wonderful way to let the robbers and/or
squatters know the property is empty. The company who
apologised I would happily recommend to anyone, even
though I have not used them nor am I likely to do so, but
they said that they would do their best to ensure that any
leaflets regarding their services were not left visible to
anyone passing the house. I feel that I should now adver-
tise them in this letter - Rofer & Rodi (chimney sweeps
among other things). Ialso recall that another one was
an estate agent.

Yours, trying to keep Nerja safe. RUSSELL DICKSON

If T have to sleep for eight,
when can I switch off?

The coronavirus is taking
away health and lives, but it

Let’s switch off for
a while

My eyes are an average of ten
hours a day glued to online | is also putting all of us stu-
meetings, classes and lecture | dents and remote workers at
notes, as well as looking at | risk.
more than 400 WhatsApp We must look after our-
messages a day. selves and switch off.

I'm connected to a screen
for an average of 16 hours.

GEMMA RIBAS

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post.
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced
without written permission from the publishers.

THE MUSIC MAKER
PETER EDGERTON
www.e-peter.com

Change the record

he town of Torrijos, with

I a population of 13,466,

lies about twenty min-

utes’ drive to the north of the

city of Toledo in Castilla-La
Mancha.

Were you ever to pass by, you
might be struck by its vivid ur-
ban art work or, indeed, the
magnificent Palace of Pedro I.
You might also see a chap run-
ning backwards in flippers with
a determined yet mildly be-
mused look on his face.

This would be the rather
splendid Christian Lépez, 32,
native of nearby Cabanas de la
Sagra, who dedicates much of
his time to beating Guinness
world records.

Apart from the flipper thing,
he’s turned his hand to many
other pursuits such as playing
keepy-uppy with a ping pong
ball on the side of a table ten-
nis bat which feat he managed
to endure for a mind-boggling

IDIGORAS

51 minutes at which point he
probably sneezed or something.
There’s more.

Only last week our hero beat
the Guinness world record for
running a mile in Dutch clogs;
his time was under seven min-
utes which, bearing in mind
each clog weighs one kilo 300
grammes, is pretty stirring
stuff. It’s unclear whether The
Chariots Of Fire soundtrack
was playing in the background.

One of his specialities is run-
ning backwards, not always in
flippers and, to this end, he
wears rear view mirrors. Bal-
ancing a mountain bike on your
chin for ten minutes? Chris-
tian’s your man.

The world needs more chaps
like this - striving for greatness
in a not necessarily dignified
manner.

Spanish people hold some
other wonderful records, in-
cluding the fastest ever mara-

thon dressed as a clown, the
preparation of sixty bathfuls of
gazpacho, the making of the
biggest red carpet in the world
and the sale of the world’s most
expensive cheese.

Anyway, back to our mate
Christian. Remember the sack
race at school which principally
consisted of children falling
over in a heap while a red-faced
PE teacher blew a whistle in-
discriminately as if he had any
control over proceedings what-
soever? Well, Lépez holds the
world record for the fastest ever
hundred metres jumping in a
sack.

As far as I can tell Christian
is currently in possession of a
total of forty world records, al-
though this might be changing
as I write as he flicks a selec-
tion of garden peas up Mount
Kilimanjaro with a pair of knit-
ting needles dressed as Snow
White.

It's awful, But ¥
o not being able you've never
Al X to leave the been any-
e village where else in
]hhi'lh'['.‘"r‘#,._ . ~your lifel
It only takes

someone to ban

= something for you to
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A place at Christmas

hristmas is coming and rather
‘ than being a celebration it is well

on its way to becoming the wet
dream of Ebenezer Scrooge (‘Bah hum-
bug’), that infamous anti-yuletide char-
acter in Dickens’ novel. In every family
the debate has started over who to invite
and who to leave out, especially in the
larger homes of the rich relatives who
usually play host round the dinner table
on special family occasions. Those party-
bore brother-in-laws are already angling
for an invite, sucking up to others in all

their WhatsApp groups: they know that
they’ll be the first to miss the cut
and noone wants to find themselves eat-
ing alone more often than the other at
this time of year, however much family
upset they cause every time they
turn up.

The government has said that in the
upcoming festivities, which will be the
saddest ever for many thousands of peo-
ple in Malaga, only up to six people will
fit around the table but it hasn’t made
clear if children enter into the equation.

On the day, maybe they can take turns:
group A starts at eight on Christmas Eve,
as a sort of dinner-supper; and then in
successive shifts until downing the grapes
at midnight on New Year’s Eve. But not
much later than that mind you, as by one
o’clock at the latest we’ve all got to be
back on the sofa, dozing in front of what-
ever is being churned out on the telly.
It’s hard to find a ‘malagueno’ clan that
doesn’t usually all get together at this
special time of year, and in the best case
scenario, the hardcore group, including
partners, is more than ten people. That’s
without even thinking about families
with lots of children; they're going to
have to send one of the kids over to the
neighbours’. So it goes without saying
that the level of compliance is going to
be somewhere between zero and hardly,
although to be fair, ignoring rules is as
old a tradition in these parts as Christ-

i want to do it

mas itself. It’s going to be impossible to
police a rule imposing such a low limit
on people eating the Christmas Eve meal,
or Christmas Day lunch, or at New Year,
so that, as ever, everybody will do just
what they want to do.

Having said that, and now it’s time to
get serious, I'm worried that all this pa-
laver of limits and timings means many
people become more lonely, those who
don’t really mix with family much or who
normally work far away from their loved
ones and who rely on the Christmas pe-
riod as a time to meet up. Loneliness, de-
pression and sadness also kill, and as
much as the virus does, although this
other pandemic is talked about in public
very little. Whether it is in groups of six
and six, or shifts, or however the Holy
Government lets us, everyone deserves
to have their place at the Christmas
table.
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Eight

decades

developing
links between
UK and Spain

The British Council. The
institution was founded in
Madrid in 1940 by Irish fiddle
player Walter Starkie to
promote a wider knowledge of

the English language

TONY BRYANT

he British Council is an or-
I ganisation specialising in
international cultural and
educational opportunities that
promotes a wider knowledge of
the United Kingdom and the Eng-
lish language. The institute has
branches in more then 100 coun-
tries, and this year marks the 80th
anniversary of the first branch in
Spain, which was founded by an
Irish fiddle player in Madrid in
1940.

Walter Fitzwilliam Starkie
(1894-1976) was an Irish scholar
whose reputation was largely
based on his travel books, Span-
ish Raggle Taggle and Don Gypsy,
publications which described his
colourful life on the road. He was
an outstanding musician, writer
and communicator, who travelled
through Spain on foot during the

p Starkie, shortly
after arriving in
Madrid at the age
of 45 to take up
the position of
Director of the
British Council.

» The British
Council headquar-
ters in Madrid is
celebrating 80
years of building
bridges between
the UK and Spain.

November 27th to December 3rd 2020

early 1930s in pursuit of adven-
ture, with only his violin for com-
pany. Starkie was also a leading
authority on Romani culture and
is said to have spoken the lan-
guage fluently. His observations
of Gypsy life, while more anecdo-
tal than scholarly, provided in-
sights into their language and
customs.

His love affair with Spain and
its people began when he honey-
mooned with his wife Italia - a
Red Cross nurse he met in Italy
during the First World War - in
Spain in 1921. His connection
with the country flourished when
he was appointed to the Chair
of Spanish at Trinity College in
Dublin.

Arrival in Madrid
He arrived in Madrid at the age

of 45 and began lecturing at the
Residencia de Estudiantes, where
he enjoyed the company of Span-
ish artists such as Miguel de Un-
amuno and Manuel de Falla. At
the outset of the Spanish Civil
War, Starkie announced his sup-
port for the Franco regime. This,
together with his staunch Roman
Catholicism, positioned him well
with the new regime and paved
the way for his nomination for
the post of Director of the British
Council in Madrid in 1940.

Launching of an institution

After securing suitable premises
close to the Prado Museum,
Starkie launched the institute at
a special party for 70 English,
Spanish and American guests.
During his inaugural speech, he
made a point of mentioning

Shakespeare and Cervantes as
symbols of the two countries.

His most outstanding contri-
bution came in the field of edu-
cation and during the inaugura-
tion he expressed his intentions
to provide short, intensive Eng-
lish courses for young Spanish
ex-servicemen who wished to sit
the Diplomatic Service examina-
tions. However, activities would
not be limited to delivering
classes. Cultural pursuits such as
concerts, flamenco shows, films
and exhibitions were also
planned.

One of his early triumphs was
a recital by Czech pianist Rudolf
Firkusny, who was passing
through Madrid en route to the
US in October 1940. Finding a
grand piano in Madrid at that time
was no easy task, but Starkie was

SUR IN ENGLISH

< Walter Starkie (stand-
ing) talks to actor Leslie
Howard at one of the fa-
mous flamenco parties
at the institute in Madrid
in 1943.

able to locate a new Steinway for
the concert, which brought to-
gether a significant gathering of
Madrid society.

The institute was also the set-
ting for a series of successful pub-
lic lectures, and guest speakers
included British Ambassador Sir
Samuel Hoare.

In December 1940, a primary
school was established at the in-
stitute, and adult English classes
had also been set up. Students
were required to pay ten pesetas
for registration. The institute also
offered a non-student member-
ship, which gave access to the li-
brary and a variety of activities
including lectures, concerts and
art exhibitions.

It was not long before Starkie
told colleagues back home that
the institute was being “besieged
by people who are interested in
our work”, describing it as “like
a London railway station in rush
hour”. With almost 500 students
enrolled by early December 1941,
it became necessary for Starkie
to convert his private sitting room
and spare bedroom into class-
rooms.

Alack of space remained an is-
sue at the institute, where stu-
dent and member registrations
continued to grow. By July 1942,
the number of students rose to
762, with an additional 100 pri-
mary school pupils to accommo-
date, so reorganisation of the
premises was undertaken. Addi-
tional staff were also enlisted to
keep pace with the institute’s
growing success and popularity.

Starkie was always alert to cul-
tural opportunities and his en-
thusiasm and drive knew no
boundaries: he was determined
to make the British Council a
centre of significant cultural ac-
tivity.

Today, the British Council in
Madrid continues to flourish. In
the same manner as Starkie origi-
nally intended, the institute helps
to establish connections with
which students can realise their
full potential and play an active
role in cohesive and inclusive
communities.

Developing links

Eighty years after he founded the
British Council in Madrid, Wal-
ter Starkie is still remembered
and respected for his tireless work
in developing special links be-
tween Spain and the UK. He went
on to open branches of the British
Council in Barcelona, Bilbao,
Seville and Valencia.

He retired in 1954, but contin-
ued to live in Madrid with his fam-
ily until his death in 1976.

Starkie and his wife are buried
in the British Cemetery in
Madrid.
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Inquisitive ibexes
lead to award for
British photographer

Gary Browne has spent
much of the year getting
up at dawn to capture
local wildlife and one

of his shots has won an
international gold medal

JENNIE RHODES

£

COMARES. British photographer
Gary Browne has recently won an
international award for his photo-
graph of Spanish wild goats taken
in Comares, where he has lived for
two years with his wife, Hayley.

Gary’s shot, entitled Part of the
Landscape, which shows the sil-
houette of a family of ibexes on
the Fuente Gordo rocks near the
village, was given honorable men-
tion and a gold medal for profes-
sional photographers in the sil-
houette category of this year’s
Black & White Spider photogra-
phy awards.

Now in its fifteenth year and as
its name suggests, the interna-
tional competition honours both
amateurs and professionals in
the field of black and white
photography.

Gary, 58, says that he is “rela-

Santa, during the stunt. sur

Father Christmas
arrives early at
Fuengirola
shopping centre

SUR IN ENGLISH

FUENGIROLA. Father Christmas
announced the start of the fes-
tive season this week by abseil-
ing down the facade of the Mira-
mar shopping centre. The show
was put on with the help of spe-
cialist company REA Danza.

tively new” to black and white pho-
tography and has spent much of
this year getting up early to take
shots of the village at dawn and
“experimenting with shade and
shadow”. He adds that it was the
“drama of the clouds” that first
inspired him.

“The ibexes are regular visitors
to the village and I certainly no-
ticed more during the first lock-
down,” Gary explains. He goes on
to say that they are not shy and
that he has been able to get quite
close to them with his camera.

He describes the morning that
he spent “about half an hour” pho-
tographing a male ibex which was
on its own. “He was aware that I
was there but he didn’t seem wor-
ried,” says Gary.

When he captured the family
that went on to be the winning
photo, Gary says he was up early
with his dogs and walking around
the Fuente Gordo area of the vil-
lage. The ibex to the right of the
photo was actually watching Gary’s
dogs at the time.

The recognition, Gary says, has
been “a nice surprise in a tough
year”. Awards, he goes on to say,
“make a difference and give you
inspiration to keep going”.

While Gary says that he’s
missed the colour and vibrancy
of Spain’s festivals, flamenco and
other traditions this year, Co-
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Part of the Landscape, the winning photograph of ibexes in Comares. ARy BROWNE
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Gary Browne. sur

mares has been “a great place to
be locked down in”.

Although the studio he set up
soon after moving to the village,
has only been open intermittently
throughout the year, he admits
that the slower pace of life has not

been too bad. At least, he says, he’s
had the dogs as an excuse to get
out of the house.

Prior to moving to Spain, Gary,
who is originally from north Wales,
worked as a photographer for the
Kent Messenger newspaper for 15
years.

As a press photographer, he de-
scribes himself as a “Jack of all
trades” and has a varied portfolio
of photos. Although since coming
to Spain, Gary’s work has focused
on landscape and fine art as well
as flamenco and festivals, with a
forced change of focus this year.

Move to Spain
Unlike most Brits who retire to
Spain, Gary says he’d never been
to the country before deciding to
move here.

“The kids had left home and it
was time for a change and the op-

portunity to do something differ-
ent,” he explains.

The photographer says he’d
heard of Andalusian white vil-
lages and the couple visited just
two - Competa and Casares - be-
fore falling in love with Comares.
For them it has everything, he
points out, stressing the pano-
ramic views of the mountains and
coast.

Gary’s studio - www.thestudi-
ounderthewall.com - can be vis-
ited as part of the Comares heri-
tage trail. He also has an online
shop.

He says that he’s looking for-
ward to being able to capture
more colour and festivals, as well
as discovering more of the art
scene in the Axarquia and Malaga.

Gary hopes to become more
established in the local arts scene
when the situation allows.
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his year has obliged us all
I to create coping strate-
gies for lockdowns, con-
finement and travel restrictions.
With bars and restaurants
closed, weekends see me hon-
ing my skills at cocktail making
and losing myself in films. Sci-fi
is my guilty pleasure, but my
restlessness has also drawn me
to re-watch some classic road
trip movies.

The appeal of hitting the road
without a truly fixed itinerary is
compelling. It epitomises free-
dom - the liberty we used to take
for granted, yet now feel we’ve
lost. I can’t wait to get back out,
although I'm not looking for the
intensity of experiences in Den-
nis Hopper’s Easy Rider, and I
definitely don’t want to end my
trip as Thelma and Louise did
in Ridley Scott’s cult film!

However, it’s true that the
thought of once again enjoying
freewheeling freedom and in-
dulging my wanderlust, is keep-
ing me sane during these
autumn weeks of confinement.
Some of my most memorable
trips have been on the road,
from taking the Pacific Coast
Highway down to Los Angeles,
to navigating the dusty tracks of
Argentina’s northern Salta prov-
ince, towards Bolivia.

Iberian adventures

Yet we don’t need to travel long-
haul to find adventure. In fact,
we don’t even need to take a

to know
the
neighbours

Portugal. Planning a

springtime road trip could be

your antidote to lockdown a

cabin-fever 4
FORBES alo | M

| The unmistakable Lisbon skyline. sur

flight, as Spain and Portugal is
a dream destination for road
trips, with kilometres and kilo-
metres of memorable highways
that span some of the most
beautiful landscapes in Europe.

Heading for Portugal is a fa-
vourite. Within just a few hours
you're entering another coun-
try, a different culture and the
promise of new escapades.

Once you cross the border
from Andalucia, pause for a
night or two at the belle époque
Grand House Algarve Hotel in
the town of Vila Real de Santo
Antonio. In the past I'd continue
along the A22 motorway and not
stop until I reached Tavira. But
I was missing this interesting
former frontier town that faces
out over the broad Guadiana
river. Santo Anténio shares the
same 18th-century Pombaline
architectural style of the Portu-
guese capital. It’s evocative of
Lisbon’s elegant Baixa centre,
since both were rebuilt after the
1755 earthquake and tsunami
by the dictatorial Marqués de
Pombal.

Alluring Algarve

Since Vila Real de Santo Anténio
was the first town Spaniards
from Andalucia would reach af-
ter taking the ferry, it was de-
signed to appear impressive. The
main street looking out across
the river to Ayemonte is a row of
elegant houses with extravagant
glass windows. The streets hid-
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< Alentejo is littered
with hundreds of
small wineries and
farmsteads offering
tastings and authentic
accommodation. sur

Portugal is a dream
destination for road trips,
with kilometres and
kilometres of memorable
highways that span some of
the most beautiful
landscapes in Europe

den behind are humble but now
filled with interesting shops and
market stalls selling more than
you can imagine, from Portu-
guese towels and linens, tradi-
tional cataplana cooking pans,
to even singing pet canaries.

For a leisurely coffee or drink,
visit the smart main square, the
Praca Marqués de Pombal,
framed with period buildings,
lined with orange trees and
paved with distinctive black and
white basalt and limestone mo-
saic tiles, typical of the country’s
‘Calcada Portuguesa’ squares,
promenades and pavements.

For an original experience,
enjoy a visit to the nearby salt
marshes of the Sapal de Castro
Marim Nature Reserve. Salma-
rin is a family-owned business
that continues to harvest the flor
de sal from water that naturally
evaporates in salt pans dug out
within the marshlands. Owner
Jorge shares his passion for this
most artisan of products and in-
vites visitors to try the delicate
pyramids of salt, learning about
the different varieties that are
prized by gourmet chefs.

Then feast on huge Atlantic
carabineros prawns cooked on
a bed of salt, served with local
goats cheese and over-sized
juicy beef tomatoes. It will
change your perspective of salt
for ever.

The Algarve will tempt you to
stay longer. From Albufeira to
Lagos you can find plenty of
places to stay, as well as eat well
— most within steps of the weath-
erworn cliffs and glorious
beaches that stretch on for hun-
dreds of kilometres.

Sleepy Alentejo

Getting back on the A2, heading
north will take you through part
of Portugal few discover in depth
- Alentejo. The motorway could
lead you to Lisbon in about three
hours, even less if you drive as
fast as the Portuguese.

But this is a road trip, so exit
the highway and take the minor
roads. You will be surrounded by
countryside that is littered with
hundreds of small wineries and
farmsteads offering wine tast-
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A TheAlgarveis
known for its
weatherworn cliffs
and glorious
beaches. sur

P> The impressive
Vasco de Gama
bridge. sur

ings and authentic accommoda-
tion, surrounded by nature.

Alentejo has understandably
emerged as Portugal’s slow travel
destination, a place of sweeping
fields of wheat, ancient cork oak
forests, olive groves, and vine-
yards. It feels Mediterranean
with its dry heat, scents of rose-
mary and pine, and luminous
white villages.

If you head north to Lisbon
via Alentejo’s coast, then on the
way home, take time to just me-
ander and maybe get a little lost
in the heart of this region, dis-
covering your own route south
through the countryside and me-
dieval villages (and don’t miss
the magnificent medieval town
of Evora).

West coast highway
Portugal’s wild west coast is
Europe’s answer to California’s
Pacific Coast. From Porto Covo
there are by-roads that will take
you all the way north to Com-
porta and up to Lisbon. You pass
lagoons and remote beaches,
lined with dunes, pines and surf-
ers’ campervans. It’s perfect for
hiking, or simply chilling and
enjoying some of Europe’s best
sunsets.

In the coastal village of Porto
Covo, look out for the Alma No-
mada restaurant. It’s a strange lo-

Lisbon is not only renowned
for its vintage trams, pastéis
de nata cake shops and
melancholic Fado clubs — it
is also a nexus for creative
start-ups and contemporary
European urban life

cation, by a camping area, but
here you'll experience some of the
cuisine and wines for which Alen-
tejo is renowned. Expect tradi-
tionally inspired dishes like a
shoulder of Alentejo pork, and
Blue Fin Atlantic tuna, each paired
with wines from some of the re-
gion’s independent producers.

Lisbon is close, so there’s time
to continue on the backroads
through the Arrabida Natural
Park before joining the highway
over the iconic 25 de Abril sus-
pension bridge crossing the Ta-
gus river into Lisbon.

City of Light

Lisbon needs little introduction.
One of the oldest cities in
Europe, bathed in brilliant At-
lantic sunlight that ricochets off
the river and ocean, Lisbon is
not only renowned for its vin-
tage trams, pastéis de nata cake

I”” e e

shops and melancholic Fado
clubs — it is also a nexus for crea-
tive start-ups, and contempo-
rary European urban life.

The chic streets of Chiado, the
buzz of Cais do Sodré and the
historic sights of Alfama and
barrio Alto are among the most
popular parts of the capital. But
I'd suggest also discovering the
north east of the city centre, and
the Parque das Nacodes area.

Redeveloped for the 1998 Lis-
bon World Exposition, this ar-
chitecturally striking new quar-
ter gives a thoroughly modern
view of Lisbon. Myriad by SANA
hotels is a landmark property
at the heart of this Expo 98 ‘park
of nations’ and offers design ac-
commodation and a Martin
Berasategui restaurant — all with
the most extraordinary views
across the city, the Tagus delta
and the impressive Vasco de
Gama bridge.

It’s a reminder that this is a
maritime city and the best per-
spective is undoubtedly from
the water. So, it’s time to leave
the car and instead board a boat.

A sunset river yacht cruise
will leave you with lasting
memories of this romantic capi-
tal, an unpredicted highlight of
the trip. There’s the other great
appeal of a road trip holiday -
expecting the unexpected!
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INSIDER GUIDE

Portugal road trip

ANDREW FORBES

A slow travel itinerary from the
Algarve coast, through the foodie
region of Alentejo, to the Portu-
guese capital.

TRAVEL ESSENTIALS
Motorway tolls

To enjoy a road trip in Portugal,
first you have to register to use
the Portuguese toll motorways,
as car number plates are cap-
tured by overhead cameras and
sensors. Simply register online
or pull over just after crossing
the border from Andalucia, where
you will find self-service kiosks
for credit card billing.
www.portugaltolls.com/en/

ALGARVE
Vila Real de Santo Antdnio

Grand House Algarve

Start your road trip in style at this
sophisticated five-star belle
époque hotel in Santo Antdnio.
The classic interiors, with crea-
tive contemporary twists, play
on the property’s Grand Dame
style.

The Grand Salon Restaurant
& Bar offers expertly prepared
cocktails, gourmet tasting menus
and an impressive selection of
Portuguese wines.

Take the complimentary bicy-
cles for the short ride down to
the hotel’s Grand Beach Club, a
beautifully designed waterside
restaurant with pool, sandy, land-
scaped sun terraces, with lounge
beds and hammocks.
grandhousealgarve.com

Gourmet Salt Experience
The Sapal de Castro Marim Na-
ture Reserve, adjacent to Vila Real
de Santo Antonio, is a landscape
of marshes not only rich in wild-
life but salt too. ‘Salmarim’ is one
of the few remaining family-
owned artisan companies that
still harvest salt naturally (rely-
ing on evaporation). Grand House
Algarve can organise for guests
a personalised tour of the salt
pans, including a gourmet salt
and food experience with Jorge
Raiado.
www.salmarim.com/en

Cacela Velha

A twenty-minute drive west to-
wards Tavira will bring you to
this charming historic seaside
hamlet, with spectacular views
over an Atlantic lagoon and
beaches that seem to never end.
www.visitportugal.com/en

Albufeira

EPIC SANA Algarve Hotel
This family-friendly resort is lo-
cated in landscaped gardens and
pine woodlands that lead onto
the stunning Falesia beach. Ex-
pect an intimate guest experi-
ence, with elegant guest rooms
and upscale dining at the spec-
tacular Al Quimia restaurant.
There’s a wellness spa too.

Boat Tour of Sea Caves

This part of the coast that runs
west to Lagos and Sagres is truly
magnificent. It has been eroded
into an otherworldly landscape,
with impressive caves. One of the

best ways is to explore by boat,
with some tours offering a lunch
of Algarve produce on board.
www.bluefleet.pt/en/

ALENTEJO

Porto Covo

Tres Marias

Alentejo is all about nature and
staying at the hideaway of Tres
Marias will immerse you in the
beauty of this area. This farm-
stead has a homespun style that
will appeal to those looking for
simplicity and authenticity.
tres-marias-pt.book.direct

Explore villages & beaches
The coastal hamlet of Porto Covo
is a former fishing village of
whitewashed cottages with
brightly painted doors. Stroll the
cobbled streets, browse the tour-
ist shops and Iunch in the main
square, indulging in grilled fish
and tasty seafood.

The village is a stop on the
450km Rota Vicentina coastal
trail. So it’s easy to take a walk to
nearby postcard perfect beaches
like Pessegueiro Island Beach.

LISBON
Lisbon

Corpo Santo Hotel

Historic boutique property built
upon the remains of medieval
sea walls, which are still visible
in the Reading Room. Located in
the on-trend Cais do Sodré dis-
trict, guests are close to the foodie
Time Out Market.
corposantohotel.com/en/

SR
Vila Real de Santo Antonio.

EPIC SANA Marqués

Set to open in spring/summer,
this will be Lisbon’s newest
grand hotel. Gastronomy will be
a defining element, with two sig-
nature restaurants. The Koji
Japanese Bar & Restaurant
promises a rooftop terrace for
cocktails, inspired by sake. The
other is called Allora, a place for
authentic Italian cuisine that
celebrates rustic, wholesome
dishes.
marques.epic.sanahotels.com

Myriad by SANA
Alandmark, architectural hotel,
that’s also home to Fifty Seconds,

the acclaimed Michelin starred
restaurant by chef Martin
Berasategui. This designer prop-
erty, with exceptional panoramic
views of the Tagus and Vasco da
Gama bridge, makes a superb
base from which to explore the
Parque das Nacgoes district,
where the Oceandrio de Lishoa,
Europe’s largest indoor aquar-
ium, is located.
www.myriad.pt

Sunset yacht cruise

Take a sunset sailing trip with
the lovely people at Yacht Lovers
Portugal who organise small-
group catered cruises on sailing
yachts that give an unforgetta-
ble perspective of Lisbon.
www.facebook.com/boat
eventsportugal/

Sud Lisboa

This stylish waterside dining and
leisure venue has a privileged lo-
cation in historic Belém, with
photogenic views of the Tagus
and the iconic 25 de Abril sus-
pension bridge. Combining cock-
tails, gourmet bites and cool DJ
sets at the infinity SUD Pool
Lounge; Mediterranean dining
on the SUD Terazza; and the high-
end events space, the SUD Lis-
boa Hall, this is Lisbon’s unique
leisure destination.
www.sudlishoa.com

History of Cod Interpretation
Centre

This sparkling new, high-tech
interactive museum right on
Lisbon’s iconic Praca do
Comércio square is really en-
tertaining and will be a hit with
children. It imaginatively tells
the story of Portugal’s obses-
sion with Bacalhau, which was
fished off the coast of New-
foundland during the golden
age of Portuguese maritime
navigation and discovery.
www.historiabacalhau.pt/en

WHERE IN THE

his is the entrance to a

I garden which has a

rather peculiar theme: all
of the plants inside are deadly.

Described as the most ‘dan-
gerous garden in the world’, it
is filled exclusively with around
100 toxic, intoxicating, and
narcotic plants such as strych-
nine, hemlock, deadly night-
shade, opium poppies and to-
bacco plants.

Visitors can only enter with
a guide and cannot touch any
of the plants. In fact, just get-
ting close to some of them can
make you feel unwell.

The garden was created by a
duchess as a way of educating
on the effects of drug use.

If you know where this is, you
could win a prize. Send the
name of the garden complex

WORLD?

and its lo-
cation to
e n g -
lish@di-
ariosur.es.
Only entries
which in-
clude your
name, address
and telephone num-

ber will be considered.
Congratulations to Deborah
Buxton of Benalméadena Pueblo
who correctly identified last
month’s photo. It was of the
striking Addn Martin audito-
rium in Santa Cruz de Tenerife,
designed by Santiago Calatrava

Valls.

Send your answer to
english@diariosur.es
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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

27 NOVEMBER 1983

Colombian Boeing 747 crashes in Madrid

Among the passengers
were prominent literary
figures en route to the
Meeting of Hispanic
American Culturein
Colombia

TONY BRYANT

t around five minutes
past midnight on 27 No-
vember 1983, a Colom-

bian Avianca Airlines jumbo jet
crashed only minutes before it
was scheduled to land at Madrid’s
Barajas airport. Avianca Flight
011 remains the second deadli-
est aviation accident in Spanish
territory (behind the Tenerife
disaster) and the worst accident
in the history of Avianca.

The Boeing 747 was on an in-
ternational scheduled passen-
ger flight from Frankfurt to Bo-
gota, with stops in Paris, Madrid
and Caracas, and most of the pas-
sengers were French nationals.

The plane crashed near the

small town of Mejorada del
Campo, approximately eight
miles from Madrid, and wit-
nesses claimed the aircraft
smashed into a field after veer-
ing to miss houses, before burst-
ing into flames.

The aircraft, which took off
from Charles de Gaulle Airport
at 10.25pm on November 26,
was bound for Madrid, but dur-
ing the approach to the runway
the plane hit three different hills
on its way down.

Of the 181 people killed, 23
were crew members, although
four of these were off duty. Mi-
raculously, 11 people survived
the crash, which was judged to
be caused by human error due
to the captain incorrectly judg-
ing the plane’s position. Some of
the survivors were ejected from
the plane while still in their seats.

The aircraft was completely
destroyed and the debris was
widely scattered due to the se-
verity of the impact.

Among the passengers were

-

il g

Firefighters with some of the wrecked fuselage at the scene. sur

prominent writers and culture
critics who had been invited to
the first Meeting of Hispanic
American Culture by the Colom-
bian president of the time, Be-
lisario Betancur.

These included Mexican nov-
elist Jorge Ibargliengoitia; Uru-
guayan writer and literary critic
Angel Rama; Peruvian poet and
novelist Manuel Scorza; and Ar-

gentinian writer and art critic
Marta Traba. Another notable
cultural figure who died in the
crash was Spanish pianist Rosa
Sabater.

The first contact with Span-
ish air traffic controllers had
taken place at 11.30pm, and the
plane was cleared to land at
around midnight: this was the
last contact with the aircraft.

LANGUAGE

FOOTNOTE

Estrellar To crash
Pasajero Passenger
Medianoche Midnight
Aerolinea Airline
Testigo Witness
Llama Flame
Aproximacion Approach

Tripulantes Crew members

Supervivientes  Survivors
Destrozado Destroyed
Escritor Writer
Controladores Controllers
Aterrizar To land
Maniobra Manoeuvre
Grabacion Recording
Avion Plane
Novelista Novelist
Desastre Disaster
Altitud Height

The plane’s digital flight data
recorder was recovered in good
condition several hours later.
The crash was investigated by
the Spanish Civil Aviation Acci-
dent and Incident Investigation
Commission (CIAIAC), which
concluded that the fault was ‘in-
accurate navigation by the crew’,
which placed them in an incor-
rect position for initiating the
correct approach manoeuvre.

@ Bilingual crossword inside
back page

 HOSPITAL

Helicopteros Sanitarios use the latest technology to
guarantee safety in their interventions during the pandemic

An innovative system
guarantees air quality
in operating theatres

used for patients with
heart conditions

MARBELLA

SUR. The prestigicus sclentific
Joarrnal Ewrointerveniion has just
reported that there are a greater
number of complications related
te myocardial infarction and its
treatrmsnt in people who suffered
from Coad =19 at the time of the
heart attack.

{In the other hand, the numbsr
af patients trisated for myocandasd
infarction during the COVID-19
outhreak has decreased compared
io the previous year, among other
redsans bocause many peopls an
afraid to po to hospitals, which may
end up causing greater
complications for people who must
b treaticl for hoart problems

A5 wa know, Coronavirus is a
yvirus with positive single-strandesd

BMA; they are responsible for
diseases in animals but also in
hurmans., Until now, Coronavirus
had caused illnesses in human
beings ranging from the common
codel, the most frequent, 1o more
savere disaases such as SARS
{Seware  Acute Respiratory
Syndromea], & new Coronavinis is
responsible for the current
pandemsc wath the initial focus in
‘Wuhan [Hubei, Chinal), in
December 2009 Finally, on 12th
Manch 2020, the WHD announced
the COVID-19 guibreak as a
pandemsc.

The Helicopteras Sanitarios
nospatal, i collaboration with the
Gurrnan company B. BRAUN, ana
of the world's keading suppliers and
manufacturers for the healthcare
sector, has implemented in the
Interventional Cardiology Unit of
its haatthcare centre one of the first
systems for reducing the bacterial
and wirus charge of the air in
aivironments at nsk of asnal
contagion (STERYBOK), such as
operating theatres.

~Doctors Luis Triige,
Eduardo Maolina,
Padro Brugada and
Juan Sieira. HEH

<The Intervantional
Cardiology Operating
Room at Helicdpteras
Sanltarios, HEH

This device uses the well-
known properties of the Uv-C
germicidal radiation at 254
manometres  [UVGI) and,
specifically, the capacity of
denaturing the genetic material
of the cells it strikes, by
inactivating ewery type of
microorganism present in the alr
{bacteria, gerrns, moulds, viruses),
The parmicidal raduation, which
iz isolated inside the davice,
prevents the spreading of the
dangercus UV-C rays in the
afiranrmienl s ik elminates any
side effect detrimental to health;
the air is aspirated by the device
through rpiseless axial fans gnid
it 15 then subamatted 19 an intanse
UV-C radiations fietd through a
patented coil system; the air is
purified and ready 1o he released
into the @nvironment, thanks to
a continuows change of air,

Wie wiowld Llike to congratulate
Helicdpieros Sanitarios Hospital
and B. Braun for this important
nitiative that will undoubtealy
benefit many people.
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Corymbia

Included in the Eucalyptus ge-
nus until 1990, Corymbia now
has a genus of its own, although
it is still classed as one of the
eucalypts and may still be found
listed under its old genus name.

It is a genus of just over 100
species, 100 native to Australia
and one native to New Guinea.

The majority are small trees
with the characteristic bark
which sheds in flakes or thin

strips; the new growth also has
leaves that are different from
those on the older growth, just
like Eucalyptus.

The large flowers form in
branching bunches at the ends
of the stems and are very at-
tractive to bees and butterflies.
They are followed
by decorative
gum nuts,
popular

Corymbla f|C|fol|a and hybnd Summer Beauty (msert) WIKII:IEDIA/NEEDPIX

in dried flower arrangements.

The leaves are shiny, dark
green on the top and light green
underneath and new growth is
often reddish in colour. As the
trees don’t need pruning they
are very low-maintenance.

There are several hybrids

available that are more suited

as focal points in
yc smaller gardens,
4 such as Corymbia
ficifolia ‘Summer
Beauty’ which
has an open
" form and
— | weeping habit.
It has large
pink or apricot
blooms up to
20mm across,
followed by large
fruits. Peak flower-
ing is during the sum-
mer but in temperate ar-
eas it may continue to produce
flowers sporadically through-
out the whole year.

All the hybrid Corymbias
are grafted onto vigorous root-
stocks and any shoots that
form below the graft must be
removed as they will eventu-
ally weaken the scion (grafted
plant).

Hybrid plants cannot be
propagated by seed as the re-
sulting plants will not be true
to type and will probably de-
velop into weak seedlings. Cut-
tings from eucalypts are also
notoriously difficult to strike.

Once established, Corym-
bias are drought-resistant al-
though they will benefit from
occasional watering during
prolonged dry spells. New
plants must be watered regu-
larly until fully established.
The ideal location is full sun
or partial shade and the soil
should be free-draining with
plenty of organic material
added.
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SUR IN ENGLISH

Chrlstmas is comlng

In order for a Poinsettia to change colour it needs twelve hours of
darkness for five consecutive days, according to text books. Well
Maria's appears to have received just that as it is starting to de-
velop the emblematic red bracts that make it a Christmas favourite.

Dates galore

It seems that this year has been a good year for date palms as this
photo of one in San Pedro shows. There are many different species
of palms, the majority of which have edible fruit. The most popular
for eating though is Phoenix dactylifera.

PHOTOS

CaIIing all gd rdeners your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rafion 48, 29009 Malaga,
with a caption and a few
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter
(@SUR_English).

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or
enjoy growing plants on
their terraces or balconies
and some like to take photos
of plants they see when out
and about. Why not share
them with others? Email

L OFFER JUST THIS MOMNTH

" NISSAN
MICRA

7.900<€

www.carsol.com
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REGISTER AND
ENJOY MALAGA 100%

The municipal register or “padrén” shows the number of
inhabitants in a municipality (not necessarily tax

residents).

It's highly important as the number of
people registered has an impact on the
financial contribution the city receives.

Register and take your community up a
notch.

Enjoy Malaga 100% with Dbetter
infrastructures and services.

+ HEALTHCARE

More equipment, more doctors, more ambulances...

+ EDUCATION

Access to public education.
Grants.

+ CLEANING

More street cleaners, bin lorries.
Cleaner streets,

+ POWER OF CHOICE

The right to vote in local and European elections
(depends on nationality).

+ DISCOUNTS

Discounts on municipal and social services.

+ SECURITY

More Police Officers and Firefighters, New vehicles,
material and equipment.

i\ KI LEVEL UP!
levelupmalaga.es

malaga.es diputacion
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= WHAT TO DO

EXHIBITIONS booking of slot advised.
Marbella Gallery Weekend
MARBELLA. Until 28 November.

The newly formed Marbella Associa-
tion of Contemporary Art Galleries
has organised an open-doors event
for the general public to get to know
the town's galleries. The Es Arte,
Badr EL Jundi, Isolina Arbuld, Reiners
Contemporary Art, Sholeh Abghari,
Yusto / Giner and Wadstrém Tonn-
heim galleries are all open 11am to
2pm and 4 to 6pm on Friday and
10am to 12pm on Saturday. Prior

David Tomé

MIJAS. Until 1 December. Casa Museo.
DUALidades is an exhibition by pho-
tographer David Tomé. The photos
show two different realities in the
same location, in the same shot. There
is no cheating or double exposure, just
shots that seek the complicity of the
observer. A proportion of sales will go
to the Alzheimer's and other Demen-
tias Association AFA in Mijas Costa and
Fuengirola. For a guided tour:
contactme@davidtome.com

-
|, R
T

Brinkmann, Churriana.

GASTRONOMY DIRECTORY

uién

»
uien
en la Gastronomia
de Malaga 2021
WHO'S WHO

IN GASTRONOMY MALAGA 2020

November 27th to December 3rd 2020

Maria José Paneque Salazar
MIJAS PUEBLO. Until 1 December.
Casa Museo.

An exhibition of figurative and real-
ism art by Archidona born Maria José.

Photograph portraits

MIJAS PUEBLO. Until 14 December.
Casa de la Cultura, Las Lagunas.
This is the annual collective exhibi-
tion organised by the Asociacion
Nuevo Enfoque.

Macarena Pozo
MALAGA. Until 1 December. Sala

A selection of the most outstanding establishments

on the culinary scene in Malaga by Enrigue Bellver.

The most creative and the classics; specialists in sea
cuisine; barbecue and grill restaurants; breakfasts; wines
and wineries; cocktails; gourmet products and lots more.
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Alfajar, C/Cister.

The exhibition NO DOLOR by artist
Macarena Pozo includes works com-
pleted since 2016 using the tech-
nique of mezzotint.

Los Machados

MALAGA. Until 12 December. Centro
Cultural Fundacién Unicaja. P/ Obispo.
Around 200 pieces are on display that
form the legacy of the poets, the
Machado brothers Antonio and
Manuel. It includes photos, drawings,
documents and transcripts, many of
which have not been exhibited before.

Americans on parade

MALAGA. Until 30 November. Fnac
Malaga.

British photographer George Geor-
giou has won The British Journal of
Photography Project prize in 2019
and two World Press titles for his
photos. His exhibition shows that
despite the segregations in US soci-
ety due to race or wealth, the Ameri-
can people come together for the
annual parades in these photos.

César Dezfuli

MALAGA. Until 20 December, Alianza
Francesa, C/ Jacinto Verdaguer.

The exhibition Passengers consists of
a collection of 118 photographs of
refugees taken as they were rescued
from their rubber boats on the Medi-
terranean. The photographer has met
with 65 of the people photographed
in the project which began in 2016.

Enrique Brinkmann

CHURRIANA. Until 5 January 2021.
Casa Gerald Brenan, C/ Torremolinos.
Artist Enrique Brinkmann has an exhibi-
tion of 12 of his works entitled Estrellas
para Brenan, Obra Griéfica, a personal
tribute to the writer. Brinkmann has
exhibited in the MOMA in New York as
well as many other museums and art
galleries around the world.

—

Marilyn Manson, Malaga.

Marilyn Manson 21Yearsin Hell

MALAGA. Until 22 January. La
Térmica. Free.

British photographer Ralph Perou
took photos of the extravagant,
dark and peculiar American rock
star Marilyn Manson over a twenty-
one year period. Thirty of his pho-
tographs from the book ‘21 Years in
Hell: Manson/Perou' are on display
at the Térmica in Malaga city.

Eugenio Chicano

MALAGA. Until 16 March. Casa Natal
Picasso.

The first director of the Casa Natal




November 27th to December 3rd 2020

SUR IN ENGLISH

Picasso, Eugenio Chicano, died in
November 2019 leaving a substan-
tial artistic legacy.The artist had
dedicated some of his works to
Picasso and the museum has
selected some of these for an exhi-
bition in his honour.

The Beatles versus The Rolling
Stones

MALAGA. Until 31 March 2021. Cen-
tro Cultural La Malagueta.

The exhibition consists of a collection
of photographs taken by Terry O'Neill
and Gered Mankowitz of the two leg-
endary bands from the start of their
careers and through their '‘boom’
years. There are also some photos
taken by Baron Wolman and two
documentaries, Eight Days A Week by
Ron Howard and Charlie is My Darling
by Peter Whitehead.

Joint exhibition

NERJA. Until 28 November, 11.30am
- 4pm. Sala Municipal, C/Almirante
Ferrdndiz.

Elke Eleonore Weitenkopf and Anna
Bilon are holding an exhibition of
their works entitled Sonidos de la Luz
- Ver, Sentir y No Tocar.

José Cabrera

ALMUNECAR. From 5 until 19
December, 6-9pm. La Sala Rowland
Fade, Casa de la Cultura.

An exhibition by José Cabrera and
guests including José Antonio Lerta
Marmol.

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC

OFM Chamber Music concerts

MALAGA. Auditorio del Museo
Picasso de Mdlaga.

29 November, 12pm. Concerto
Zapico.

12 January. Quinteto de Jazz OFM.
2 February. Harmoniemusik Malaga.
9 March. Cuarteto para el fin de los
tiempos.

6 April, 8pm. La Spagna.

11 May, 8pm. Quinteto OFM.
1June, 8pm. Trio Circulo.
www.museopicassomalaga.org

Chopintalk andrecital
MARBELLA. 5 December, 5 to 7pm,

Pigsy’s work goes virtual

Many of the paintings
are self-portraits, or
semi-biographical and
portray spontaneity,
frustration, simplicity
and emotion

TONY BRYANT

MALAGA. Malaga-based Irish
artist Pigsy (Ciaran McCoy)
will host an online exhibition
of his work from 28 Novem-
ber until 12 December. The
artist, renowned for his large
colourful paintings, will
exhibit the body of work he
has produced since arriving
in Malaga earlier this year.

Organised by Designyard,
Ireland’s most established and
best known contemporary art
platform, Seven Spanish An-
gles will feature 26 paintings
curated by Ronan Campbell.
These will include the title
piece, a huge canvas which is
dedicated to seven revered
Spanish artists, which include
Picasso, who Pigsy refers to as
the “god father of art”.

The mediums he uses range
from everyday household
acrylic paint, chalk, oil sticks,
acrylic sticks, oil paint, spray
paint and charcoal, to any other
medium that feels right at the
time of painting.

Born in Dublin in 1972, Pigsy
has dyslexia and he considers
his work to be a reflection of the
disorder.

Many of his paintings are self-
portraits, or semi-biographical.

Pigsy and one of the huge paintings at his studio in Malaga. r.s. I=

They are unique in that they
have no boundaries: they por-
tray spontaneity, frustration,
simplicity and emotion.

His work has been described
as ‘angry’ and ‘aggressive’, but
the artist disagrees, claiming
he is simply expressing “the
frustrations of someone who
lives with dyslexia”.

© www.designyard.com

via Zoom. 15 euros.

A virtual journey through the artistic
journey of Frédéric Chopin. Talk (in
Spanish) and recital. Reserve places on
reservas@musicaconencanto.org.

FLAMENCO

Zambomba Flamenca

MALAGA. 19 December, 7pm. Teatro
Cervantes

Flamenco performance with the
Antonio de Verdnica dance company
and Sara Cortés.

TALKS / LECTURES

The Arts Society

NERJA. Lectures online.

The Arts Society Nerja season of lec-
tures free online for members and
supporters.
www.theartssocietynerja.com

15 December, 6pm. Santa Claus. The
art that turns him from St Nicholas to
Father Christmas: Lecturer Christo-
pher Bradley.

The Arts Society Costa del Sol
FUENGIROLA. Lectures online.

The Arts Society Costa del Sol
streams lectures to its members. You
can also register for a single lecture.
To join email: amanda.nad-
fas@gmail.com

14 December, 4.30pm. Santa Claus:
The art that turns him from St Nicho-
las to Father Christmas. Lecturer
Christopher Bradley.

The Arts Society Benahavis
BENAHAVIS. Lectures online.

The lectures are broadcast online
using Zoom for members and sup-
porters. theartssocietybenahavis.com
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CHARITY

Clubhouse Charity Shop
GIBRALTAR. 304a Main Street.
Clubhouse Gibraltar mental health
support charity now has a selection of
Christmas decorations, trees and gifts.
www.clubhousegibraltar.com

ACE Christmas dinner
CALAHONDA. 19 December, Los Oli-
vos Restaurant, 7pm. 25 euros.

The ACE Dog Shelter in La Cala de
Mijas hopes to host its annual
Christmas dinner at Los Olivos Res-
taurant, with live entertainment
from Laura Elen plus a charity tom-
bola. Tickets include a three-course
dinner and all bookings must be
made in advance. Reservations: 606
145 359 / 647 647 671/
pr.spain@ace-charity.org

MORE IDEAS

Free film script courses

MIJAS 12, 13 December. Casa Museo
de Mijas.

Learn the basics for creating audio-vis-
ual texts etc. In Spanish. Register: cul-
tura@mijas.es or call 952590380.
Students should bring 3kg of non per-
ishable foods on the first day for the
food bank.

Diver Arte for children
TORREMOLINOS. Until 8 May 2021,
12-1.30pm. Centro Cultural Pablo Ruiz
Picasso.

Art workshops dedicated to the His-
tory of Art for children. Painting
and creativity workshops, exhibi-
tions. Registration call: 952053835.

Lux Mundi Christmas Carol
Service

TORRE DEL MAR. 12 December,
6pm. San Andrés parish church.

An ecumenical carol service. Call: 952
543 334 or email: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org

Lux Mundi Taize Prayer

TORRE DEL MAR. 18 December,
8.45pm. San Andrés parish church.
Monthly prayer meetings. Call: 952
543 334 or email: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org

Save up to 35% on

your electricity bill
Switch to our cheaper, 100%
green energy tariffs today

SAVE MONEY WITH CHEAPER,
GREENER ELECTRICITY

WE ALSO OFFER
SOLAR PV PANELS

GENERATE YOUR OWN
ELECTRICITY
& GET PAID FOR THE
SURPLUS ¥OU S5UPPLY

100% Certified Green Energy

Mariposa
Energia
4"

+34 951120 830 | INFO@MARIPOSAENERGIA.ES | WWW.MARIPOSAENERGIA.ES
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Payment
refused

ANDREW J. LINN

through no fault of our

own. We ask for the bill,
telling the waiter we will pay
by credit card. On the card ma-
chine it comes up as refused.
Second attempt and the same
thing happens. The waiter sug-

I t sometimes happens

gests we pay cash, but we do
not have enough. Either the
card is suspended because
someone has fraudulently
used it, or our credit limit is
maxed out. If we are a regular
customer, we will be permitted
to leave on the promise of

making a bank transfer or re-
turning another day to settle
the bill.

Sometimes restaurants
claim their card machine is
not working so that they can
justify requesting cash. This
allows them to keep the trans-
action off the books and untax-
able. The average customer
does not really care but the in-
convenience caused is selfish
and unlawful. More disturbing
is adopting similar tactics to
defraud the restaurant owner
when he or she is not present.
The employees agree between
themselves which customers

to con and how to split up the
illegal loot.

Occasionally people have no
intention of paying. I remem-
ber seeing a man at an adjoin-
ing restaurant table enjoy a su-
perb lunch with a bottle of ex-
pensive wine. After his coffee
he informed the waiter that he
could not pay. I never saw the
final outcome, but one thing is
sure: he would not have been
asked to wash the dishes, as
the old myth used to have us
believe. Nor is calling the po-
lice a cost-effective alternative.
Writing off the loss is the com-
monest finale.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Monte Real 2017

Although readers should for-
get the Rioja-Ribera del Duero
tandem occasionally to try
wines from other regions, it is
hard to ignore the time-hon-
oured classics for long. An-
other excellent red from the
old Monte Real bodega, with
all the trappings of Rioja as it
should be.

Tempranillo
and Gar-

nacha. ?Hﬂff }F_“l
Around ke
€12.50.

Potatoes
in the air

Chayote. At this time of year
large markets and greengrocers
stock unusual pear-shaped

gourds; few of them agree

on the name

ALEKK M.
SAANDERS

n the outside, this pale
O green gourd might look

a bit like a very old avo-
cado or a very young turnip, al-
though the resemblance to a pear
is more obvious. In Scandinavia
this fruit is called ‘pdrongurka’
and ‘gronsakspéron’, ‘pear-cu-
cumber’ and ‘vegetable-pear’ re-
spectively. While in greengrocers
on the Costa del Sol this fruit is
given a range of different names
- ‘papa mora’ and ‘batata mura’
are two recent examples - this ex-
otic gourd is in fact the chayote
squash. One of its alternative Span-
ish names is ‘papa del air’, mean-
ing ‘air potato’.

Even more names

In northern parts of Spain the
gourd is called ‘sequi’ or ‘patata
China’ (Chinese potato), while An-
dalusians name it mostly as ‘papa

del moro’ (Moor’s potato). How-
ever, the gourd is native to Mex-
ico. In the United States, as well
as being called mirliton, it is also
known as Mexican cucumber or
Mexican pear squash.

The chayote is considered a
tropical squash. The starchy fruit
was a staple of the Aztecs, and the
name ‘chayote’ is derived from the
Nahuatl world ‘chayotli’. It was one
of the several foods introduced to
the Old World during the Colum-
bian exchange.

The name of the fruit in the New
World changes from border to bor-
der. The chayote is ‘chuchu’ for
Brazilians, ‘yota’ for Colombians
and ‘giiisquil’ for Guatemalans.
And the names don’t stop there:
in France it is called a ‘Christo-
phene’; in the Philippines, ‘say-
ote’; in Australia, New Zealand
and Singapore, ‘choco’. Such va-

right, ready for sale. sur

riety can therefore excuse local
greengrocers for coming up with
their own versions of the name.

Officially though, the chayote is
classified as Sechium edule, part
of the genus Sechium and the cu-
cumber plant family.

The leaves of the chayote plant
are similar to cucumber leaves,
but the fruit is like a pear in shape
and size. The chayote is usually
pale green on the outside, with
white flesh on the inside. It is
crunchy and slightly sweet with
light hints of cucumber. The peel,
the flesh, the seed, as well as its

Above, chayotes growing in the Axarquia and,

b

tendrils,
flowers and
even roots are
said to be edible.
The chayote squash is a good
source of vitamin C, vitamin B-6,
folate and dietary fibre. It is prized
for its high levels of potassium and
amino acids. It is relatively low in
natural sugars and calories com-
pared to other fruits but it has a
high water content. The leaves and
fruit have diuretic, cardiovascu-
lar and anti-inflammatory prop-
erties. Scientists state that the
health benefits of the chayote are

essential for people with inflam-
matory diseases like high blood
pressure, kidney stones and diges-
tion problems.

Cooking

The chayote squash is popular in
Hispanic, Indian and Filipino cui-
sines. It can be eaten raw and, af-
ter shredding, it can be added to
salads and slaws. However, the
chayote is mostly cooked very
similarly to other squashes. It is
mentioned in different casserole
and dressing recipes. It is prepared
au gratin, boiled, mashed, baked,
fried, pickled, sautéed or stuffed.
In restaurants chayote squash can
be offered on menus stuffed with
shrimp or oyster dressing.

José Maria Robles from Vélez-
Mélaga has been growing chayote
for seven years as a hobby.

He says growing them is not
difficult and he prefers organic
methods without chemicals.
He admits they would grow
better in an area more humid
than the Axarquia, but chayo-
tes need even less water in com-
parison to other tropical fruits
grown locally.

José Maria funds his hobby by
selling green chayotes, as well as
the more exclusive yellowish-white
variety called perulero, online.

For him the best chayotes for
eating are firm, smooth, with
bright skin and fewer wrinkles.
The amateur grower prefers to eat
chayotes fresh. For his refreshing
salad he peels the fruit, takes away
the seed and cuts it into slices. He
dresses his salad with olive oil and
cut garlic.

uevoRel

Restaurante
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Sales of over-the-counter cold remedies at
chemists have dropped by 50 per cent

Wearing masks, reducing
social contact and the
mild weather have all
contributed to less
demand for these
products

ANGEL ESCALERA

(’ﬂw’
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| >

MALAGA. Sales of over-the-
counter cold, cough and flu
remedies have dropped by half
in Spain this autumn, in com-
parison with the same period
last year.

Leandro Martinez, the presi-
dent of the Asociacién Empre-
sarial de Cooperativas Farma-
céuticas (Asecofarma) says the-
re are three reasons to explain
this 50 per cent reduction in
sales so far this year: people are
wearing face masks, not mixing
so much with other people, and
the weather is mild.

As a result of the combination
of these three factors, fewer peo-
ple are suffering from colds and
coughs this autumn.

The first two reasons are re-
lated to the coronavirus pan-
demic. As people now have to
wear masks in outdoor and in-
door spaces, the drops which
are expelled when someone
coughs or sneezes are contained
by their mask, thereby reduc-
ing the risk of contagion.

Equally, now that people have
less social contact and keep a
distance of at least a metre and
a half between themselves and

others, the germs are not
spreading as much as usual.

Also, the flu has not yet ar-
rived: it is expected to do so in
December and, especially, in
January and February, which
are normally the coldest months
of the winter.

The protective measures
which have been adopted
against SARS-CoV-2, the patho-
genic agent which causes Covid-
19, are also effective against
colds, which are caused by an-
other coronavirus but one which
is much more benign.

Frequent hand washing and
regular ventilation of rooms
have also resulted in fewer peo-
ple catching colds, so they are
not buying remedies such as
Frenadol, Couldina, Gelocatil,
Gelogrip etc. Sales of cough mix-

tures and syrups have also
dropped considerably.

Leandro Martinez says that
although these are types of
medication, they are freely avail-
able without a prescription and
pharmacists are qualified to ad-
vise on their use. “The range is
very extensive and there are
many different ones to choose
from,” he explains.

He points out that chemists
carry out a valuable advisory
service. “Many people don’t re-

A wide range of cold and
cough remedies can be
bought over the counter
without a medical
prescription
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alise that pharmacies are essen-
tial medical establishments.
They actively collaborate with
the control and monitoring of
illnesses, and they provide an
excellent service for their cus-
tomers, who can go to them for
rapid assessment and advice,
and to have any questions an-
swered about what they are tak-
ing,” he says. “At the moment,
though, because people are pro-
tecting themselves against co-
ronavirus, they have managed

ANGEL ESCALERA

MALAGA. The Andalusian Health
Service has changed the way peo-
ple can request a flu vaccine: this
can no longer be done via the Sa-
lud Responde app or on the
ClicSalud+ website. The reason
is that both systems will give an
appointment but they cannot tell
whether the person asking for the
flu jabis in a risk group for under-
65s or not. It was decided to make
the change to ensure that health
centres do not run out of doses

A change in the way of booking a
flujab, to ensure there are
enough for those who need one

for the patients who most need
them. Many people who tried to
book a flu jab through SaludRe-
sponde or ClicSalud were sur-
prised to find the option was no
longer available as there had been
no announcement that it was to
be discontinued.

It means that now, if someone
wants a flu jab, they have to book
a phone call with their GP and ex-
plain the reason why. The doctor
will then decide whether they are
eligible to have the vaccine yet or
not, based on their medical his-

SUR IN ENGLISH

to reduce the chances of catch-
ing the common cold and as a
result they don’t need so many
over-the-counter remedies.”
With regard to the lack of flu
vaccines available at pharma-
cies at the moment, Martinez
says they have not been supplied
with many doses yet. However,
he says the Andalusian Health
Service has bought a far higher
number of doses this year than
it normally would, so more
should be available soon.

A woman is given the flu vaccine. fito saLas

tory. This year, because of the co-
ronavirus epidemic, more people
are aware of the situation and want
to be vaccinated against the flu,
and it is essential that supplies do
not run out. The health service

has ordered a large number of
doses in total, but the manufac-
turing process takes time. Sources
say as soon as there are enough
supplies everyone who wants a
jab will have one.
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ORTHOPAEDIC CLINIC

33
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Total

BENALMADENA

Sandalf. Lower back pain is a
medical condition that probably
effects everyone sometimes in life.
It could range from just some
discomfort in the lower back
region, which is usually caused by
wrong position, like sitting for
several hours at the computer
working, or sleeping in an
uncomfortable position like on the
plane. A few days rest would get
rid of it. Another ‘classic’ lower
back pain is caused by overdoing
things or wrong movements, like
working in the garden for an
extended time in a bend forward
position, carrying or shifting heavy
material around or similar. This is
often referred to as ‘pulling once
back’ or ‘pinching a nerve’.

The result is often an
inflammation f the sciatic nerve,
or ‘sciatica’. The symptoms are
much severer, reaching from sharp
pain in the lower back region, in
particular on certain movements
like rotation, often radiating to one
side into the leg and even all he
way down to the calf. People
suffering from ‘sciatica’ very
frequently are complaining pain in
particular at night, with the pain
waking them up several times.
Standard pain killing medication
often does not work or just takes
the edge of for a couple of hours
or so. If left untreated it could turn
into constant pain 24/7, making
daily activities almost impossible.

The treatment of the early
stages of lower back pain ranges
from physiotherapy, osteopathic
mobilisation, acupuncture, postural
control and similar. In he advanced
stage, with pain radiating down
the leg and night pain, a direct
infiltration of the inflamed nerve
next to the spine, with some local
anaesthetics and Cortisone, often

_|
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does he trick. Orthopaedic Surgeon
Dr. Alf Neuhaus could perform this
infiltration during the initial
consultation with him. But the
decision is based on clinical
findings during the thorough
physical exploration that he always
performs on any patient, including
checking joint mobility of the lower
extremities.

Should there be any signs for
possible involvement of the hip
(reduced range of movement, pain
on palpation) he would take an X-
ray of the pelvis and the lower
back. If the image confirms that
one of the hip is completely worn
out, the reason for the lower back
pain is most certainly found. If in
any doubt he would perform a X-
ray guided injection into the joint.
Should this injection help

Pain resolvin
hlacement

significantly with he pain it would
proof that the origin for the lower
back pain is indeed the hip. The
reason why a worn out hip can
cause sciatic nerve problems is on
one side the very close proximity

None-Cemented Hip Replacement. Sandalf

Sandalf

T

of the nerve to the hip joint, and
the reduced mobility of the joint,
in particular on flexion and internal
rotation, resulting in compensatory
overuse of the lower back.

Once the total join replacement

o after

CLINICA

SANDALF

SANDALF CLINIC

Contact:

C/ Mercurio, 75 (Pasaje

Martes)

29631 Arroyo de la Miel
Benalmadena (Malaga)

Spain

Phone:
Tel: (+34) 952 577 766
Fax: (+34) 952 574 030

Mail:
info@clinicasandalf.com

Web:
www.clinicasandalf.com

has been implanted, the lower
back pain usually disappears on
the day of the surgery. The UK
trained physiotherapist, working
with Dr. Alf Neuhaus, would get
the patient on her/ his feed the
afternoon following the surgery in
the morning. This early
mobilisation technique allows the
patient to go home after only
spending 2 nights in the hospital,
walking full weight bearing through
the operated leg, with the aid of
two crutches, and free of lower
back pain. During the out-patient
physiotherapy sessions, following
hospital discharge and using the
facilities of Clinica SANDALF, the
patient would not only learn
exercises for the hip(s) but also for
strengthening and stabilising the
lower back.

CLINICA

SANDALF

"

- CONSULTANT

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
Dyr. Alf Neuhaus
s OPHTHALMOLOGIST
Dr. Mariano Salvatierra
« PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

David Peromingo
Tamara Abramovich

- COUNSELLING/ PSYCHOTHERAPY

Christie Nicholas

- OSTHEOPATH

Christie Nicholas
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onica Alonso, an archi-
M tect from Madrid, re-
members her loss of
smell and taste as “an uncomfort-
able experience”. When it hap-
pened to her, the scientific com-
munity had not yet associated
these symptoms with Covid-19.
“It’ll be because of my hay fe-
ver,” she thought, back in April.
However, the pollen had nothing
to do with it: when she stopped
taking antihistamines because
her other hay fever symptoms
improved, she still couldn’t smell
or taste anything. She didn’t re-
alise it, but she had coronavirus.
“If you're someone who can
normally smell things easily, or
if you taste the food as you cook,
or you like sweet things, it seems
pretty strange. [ remember one
day when I had been disinfecting
the bathroom everyone in the
house complained that the bleach
and ammonia I had used smelled
horrible, but I couldn’t smell a
thing. Sometimes, later on, I
would sniff those bottles to see if
my sense of smell had come back,
but it hadn’t. In the end, I only ate
if Iwas really hungry; I didn’t feel
like eating because I knew I
wouldn’t be able to taste anything.
And when it started to come back,
everything tasted odd, as if I had
eaten wood shavings or some-
thing burnt, iron or something
like that,” she says, more than six
months later. It was ten days be-
fore she was able to smell and

In search of
a lost sense
of smell

Anosmia. If Covid-19 has given
you ‘smell blindness’, thereis
now a way to trainit to come
back and it can be done at

home

ROCIO
MENDOZA

taste again.

“Then I started to notice some-
thing, but only with strong smells.
It was a month before I began to
get back to normal, but even now
I don’t feel I have completely re-
covered,” she says.

Monica’s experience has been
shared by around 345,000 peo-
ple in Spain after they have caught
the coronavirus. It took a while

for the loss of smell and taste to
be recognised as a symptom but
then it became more prevalent
than anticipated. According to
the Spanish Society of Otorhi-
nolaryngology and Head and
Neck Surgery (SEORL-CCC), 88
per cent of Covid-19 patients
lose these senses completely or
in part. Many recover them
spontaneously once they are
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over the illness but others,
around 20 per cent, say they
have not returned completely.
That is similar to Ménica’s case.
Like her, as they had no other
symptoms and felt well, they
didn’t consult a doctor. However,
few people are aware that it is
possible to recover the sense of
smell, and therefore taste,
through a particular type of
training, and some scientists
say it is very effective. What’s
more, it can now be done at
home without the need to see a
doctor.

Something new
Before the appearance of this
virus that now holds us all in
suspense, only four or five hos-
pitals in Spain specialised in the
recuperation of smell. The most
common causes for this prob-
lem until now have been viral
infections, (like a cold or flu);
serious head injuries which may
have broken the nerves involved
in the sense of smell, the use of
toxic substances (such as to-
bacco) or some tumors.

“Before now it was something
that people weren'’t really aware
of, but Covid-19 has changed that.
We have seen many more cases in
recent months,” says Dr Raimundo
Gutiérrez Fonseca, the general sec-
retary of the Spanish Otorhinolar-
yngology Society.

Specialists in this field have
been working on training the
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sense of smell with the method
described in 2009 by researcher
Thomas Hummel in an article
titled Effects of Olfactory Train-
ing in Patients with Olfactory
Loss, published in Laryngoscope
magazine. In it he concludes that
olfactory sensitivity can be in-
creased through short exposures
to odiferous substances. Dr Gu-
tiérrez Fonsaca describes the
procedure that is used:

“We do what we call an olfac-
tometry, in which the patient is
exposed to 40 aromas they
should be familiar with, (such
as orange, melon, smoked fish,
for example), and then carry out
an evaluation, which may be
qualitative - measuring their
ability to identify those aromas
- or quantitative, to detect the
threshold of their intensity of
perception. The medical term
for this smell blindness is anos-
mia. It may seem a minor mat-
ter to some people, but I have
patients who work as chefs and
they have come here in tears be-
cause they need their sense of
smell to earn their living”.

The relationship between
smell and taste is curious. The
sense of taste is not lost with
anosmia. The five basic tastes
remain, but the nuances don’t.

It is the smell of the food that
makes us think it tastes nice.
When we chew, the aroma of the
food rises up behind the nose
and that is what gives us the nu-

- GRUPO DENTAL CLINICS

A rational feeling or a phobia? How to
deal with fear of the dentist

VELEZ-MALAGA AND NERJA

SUR, For miany poopia, wisifing
tha dentist 1= a traumatic sxpe-
rience that begins even befora
entering the clinic. The fear that
numeraus patients suffer is
caused mamly by memones of
past events, which, combined
with other factors, could even
furn intex & eeal phobia,

For Dr Octaio Crstancho, max-
iliofacial surgeon and Medical Oi
rector of Grupo Bental Clinics for
vielez-Malaga and Merja, "Fear
of thi dantist |5 parhaps one of
the most significant challenges
that & dental team faces nowa-
days.” In addition 1o gquality of
cani, the doctar-patieant relation-
ship is one of the factors that
people value the most when it
comes io health concerns. Es-
pecially when the visi generates
unease. Therefore, detecting
anxiaty in patients at the start of
the yvisit is of great impartance
t whabp tham face the appoint-
ment and treatment with a pasi-
thve attituds".

DOr Octavio Cristancho, maxirlrl-:nfal:ialummn and Medic

al Director |
of Grupo Dental Clinics for Vélez-Malaga and Merja, aoo d

Multifactorial fear

Thie first wisit, the fear of an anaes-
thetic injection and the beginnmg
of the surgeny process are thea maen
mamenis when anxiety appsars,
I weords of Dr Detavio, «The firsg
visit 15 a decesve mosmant in which
patients express their fear, even

«[t is important to
spend time with
patients, to have an
active listening attitude
and never be in a hurry»

Technology for our

though they are not poing to un-
clar g any trgatment.= Howewar,
he states, «[f 15 impressve how
patents who came toa first visit
with a wery high level of anxisty
antl fear, end upy corming to furibes
consultations as relaxed as i ey
were visiting a friend.”

A relaxed atmosphere,
the first step towards fear
management

Linder these circumstances, it is
tlitficutl for pathents fo Ballow thas
specalist's recommendations. AC-
cording to Or Octavid, «Genserat-
ing a pheasant ermdronment for pa-
Ehanils o esontial bo chaate 3 sonse
of trust, and this is achieved from
the design of the space, the type
of musicar the clinics ambient
scente, Furthermore, be sdds, “Tt
15 important to spend time with
patients, to hawe an active listen-
ing atitude and maver be in a humg
Thi more infarmatian [ratiants ra-
carr concerning thair treatmeant,
the less they are afraid.»

patients’ well-being

Technology and new methods
such as conscious sedation or
the application of topical anass-
thesia offer professionals the pos-
sibility of dissipating tear and
anxisty in a more rapid way.

“tf Grupo Dental Clinics, many
patients have boen successully
treated with the consciows seds-
tion techmique since it was incor-
porated into our clinics' porifo-
b, |?E‘!I:I:I|"r'lil'IE an ensential pro-
cedure lor treatmants such as
implant placement, bona grafis,
sinus lifts, efc. These are there-
fore much more comartahble both
tor the patient and for the den-
tist weho is carmying them out.

Furthermore, to minimise the
discomfort of ane of the proce-
dures that causes mos] ansioly,
the administration of local an-
assthesia, Grupo Dental Clinics
uses topical anaesthesia, & gel
that is applod belare the ingee-
tiom, thus reducing pain by «pre-
anaesthetising= the area Acoond-
ing 1o Or Octavio Cristancha, «ku-
IO BT agat ione hikde Shinim
that this anaesthasia system sub-
stantially redueces the percegtion
of pain and anxety, consequently
-f_‘li55||:|[1llz‘.g TR s thiat Eaing o
a dental clinic will always be a
painful experience.».
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ances, making it taste pleasur-
able and not just savoury or
bland. “If you lose your sense of
smell, those nuances are lost as
well,” says Dr Gutiérrez Fonsaca.
That would explain the strange
sensation that many Covid suf-
ferers have reported, saying that
their food tastes strange or
doesn’t have much flavour.

Thomas Hummel’s method of
training the sense of smell in-
volves the patient smelling an
aroma which must be floral,
fruity, resinous and spicy, for up
to 30 seconds. Over time, and
combined with visual stimulus,
the olfactory memory can be re-
habilitated. From his experience
with one patient, Gutiérrez Fon-
seca came up with the idea of
producing a kit with these dif-
ferent smells so that Covid-19
patients can train at home.

“That patient had links with
the Arkopharma laboratories,
which work with aromatherapy,
and we decided to develop the kit.
It is called Olfae and is now be-
ing sold in pharmacies,” he says.

Ideally, patients in this situa-
tion would be monitored by a
specialist, but if the person feels
healthy they can carry out olfac-
tory training at home without
having to see a doctor. However,
if as well as the loss of smell
there are other severe symp-
toms, such as bleeding, double
vision or congestion, it is best
to seek medical advice.
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SMELL TRAINING

» Four types of aroma. The ol-
factory training carried out by
medical specialists is only ef-
fective if it uses four aromas in
the categories of floral, fruity,
resinous and spicy. Olfae, the
kit devised for patients who
have had Covid-19 to train
their sense of smell at home,
contains four bottles with es-
sence of lemon, rose gera-
nium, eucalyptus and cloves.
These aromas should be very
well-known, as the person
needs to self-evaluate whether
he or she recognises their
smell and to what

degree.

» Maximum 30 seconds. The
treatment is carried out through
exposure to the aromas for just
30 seconds. Any longer than
that and the sense of smell be-
comes overpowered and stops
working. That’s what happens
in a room which smells un-
pleasant: after a while, you don’t
notice it. The kit includes a QR
code which, when scanned with
a mobile phone, links to videos
with images relating to that par-
ticular aroma. The patient looks
at those while sniffing the
aroma to fix it in the olfactory
memory.

» From O to 6. The person doing
the test should write down in
the notebook provided whether
they recognise the smell - if they
can distinguish between euca-
lyptus and cloves, for example -
and at what intensity on a scale
of 0 to 6, i.e. from nothing at all
to intense. This operation,
which only takes a few minutes,
can be repeated several times a
day. The number of sessions
will be determined by the de-
gree of loss of smell (and, as a
consequence, of taste) as de-
scribed in the instructions
which come with

the pack.

» From basics to the infinite.
It is said that genetically we
are programmed to go far be-
yond the ten basic aromas (flo-
ral, woody or resinous, non-
citrus fruit, chemical, menthol
or refreshing, sweet, burnt or
smoked, citrus, decomposed
and rancid). That is the idea
behind the training kits for ex-
perts in tastings (wine, water,
oils, etc.), which have been
very popular on the market for
some time. Olfae is the only
one to have been produced for
medical purposes.
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“After water purification, vaccination
has saved the highest number of lives”

Daniel Ocaila Member of the Vaccine Advisory Committee of Andalucia

The doctor says that
some people are sceptical
about every health alarm,
and are too keen to
believe disinformation

ALBERTO GOMEZ

MALAGA. Daniel Ocana does not
find it surprising that some peo-
ple are sceptical about the coro-
navirus and are opposed to a vac-
cine: “That happens with every
health alarm,” he says. This doc-
tor, a member of the Vaccine Advi-
sory Committee of Andalucia and
the Andalusian Society of Family
and Community Medicine, says
people should “listen to profes-
sionals, not social media” and
warns that it is essential to pre-
vent flu and pneumonia, illnesses
which can complicate the cases of
Covid-19 patients and for which

vaccines already exist.

—Up to 40 per cent of patients who
are admitted to hospital with
pneumonia die. Have we under-
estimated the risk?

—I think people underestimate the
risk of infectious illnesses in gen-
eral, maybe because they affect
older people above all. Pneumo-
nia is the tenth most common
cause of death, higher than many
tumors, traffic accidents and other
pathologies. It’s as if they have
trivialised it. If there were a vac-
cine for cancer, it would be un-
thinkable not to use it. And for
pneumonia, there is a vaccine.
—It’s the primary cause of death
in children. Why is that?
—Mainly because of the figures in
developing countries.

—But in Spain it is also the pri-
mary cause of death in children.
Why is the mortality rate so high
in children here?

—Immunity is one of the functions
of our body. It is not an organ, but
it is a system. Just as with age there
is a deterioration called immu-
nosenescence, which is the age-
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ing of the immune system and
something that makes us more
vulnerable to infectious agents; in
children this system is still imma-
ture and not fully developed.
—Then why does the coronavirus,
unlike pneumonia, hardly affect
children?

—All viruses and bacteria need us
as hosts; they need to coexist with
us in order to survive. But the co-
ronavirus gains access to the cells
through an enzyme which has a
lot to do with the cardiovascular
system. That’s why it affects peo-
ple with cardiovascular patholo-
gies: hypertension, diabetes, a his-
tory of cardiovascular accidents...
the mortality is not so much due
to the infection as the underlying
conditions which can complicate
the illness. And children do not
present a cardiovascular risk.
—What is the relationship between
coronavirus and pneumonia? A
lot of patients who are hospital-
ised with Covid have both.

—The way these infectious agents
enter and cause these illnesses is
via the respiratory system. They
colonise it. That’s why the pulmo-
nary tissue is most affected, and
it leads to pneumonia.

—Can the vaccine against pneu-
mococcus minimise the impact
of the virus?

—From the data from the first wave
of Covid-19 we know that up to 60
per cent of patients with corona-
virus had pneumococcus in their
airways. In other words, they had
a double infection: coronavirus
and pneumonia. They go hand in
hand, just as occurs with the flu.
When flu and Covid, or pneumo-
nia and Covid, coexist it increases
the risk and can lead to death.
—So why has there not been a vac-
cination campaign for pneumoc-
cus like there has been for flu?
—-In Andalucia we try to pro-
gramme these things. The health
system has its limits. Last year 1.2
million people were vaccinated
against flu and another half a mil-
lion against pneumococcus. But
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Doctor. Daniel Ocafia, a GP and
expert on vaccines, at work. sur

“The vaccine is like a
Photofit image, a portrait
of the most-wanted
criminal; the body will
recognise that germ
when it arrives”

GPs have to carry on with their
other work as well. Vaccination
has to be organised by sector to
avoid crowds and contagions. Flu
is seasonal: from December or
January to March or April. Pneu-
monia, not so much. With flu, be-
cause it doesn’t create a perma-
nent immunogenic memory, we
have to vaccinate every year be-
cause the virus mutates, although
the germ is the same. With pneu-
monia, you only need a vaccine
once in your life.

-Who should be vaccinated
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against pneumococcus?

—The two most extreme age
groups: children, which is why we
have a vaccination calendar for
them, and people over 65. Also
people who are at risk from this,
who are also high risk for the co-
ronavirus, such as those with a de-
pressed immune system or who
have chronic illnesses such as dia-
betes, chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease, cardiovascular pa-
thologies, arrhythmia...

—Does it worry you that so many
people seem to be sceptical about
vaccines?

—That happens every time there
is a health alarm, some people will
be negative about it. But the main
problem with regard to vaccina-
tion is that there is a lack of aware-
ness about health and care. The
coronavirus has reminded us what
an infectious illness can do, what
harm it can cause. There is a great
deal of disinformation, and that
leaves the door open to myths and
conjecture.

—So can a lack of resources be a
risk factor?

—It is for all health problems. That’s
why we are trying to empower peo-
ple, make them aware of the im-
portance of self-care, remind them
that these vaccines are free... but
not everybody has access to the
information.

—What do you think about the war
between pharmaceutical com-
panies over coronavirus, with dif-
ferent firms announcing that
their vaccine is more effective
than the others?

—It's a war of figures. I think all the
vaccines which are approved will
be useful, because we are going to
need so many doses.

-Will there be different vaccines
for Covid-19 at the same time,
then?

—Oh, yes. Production is difficult
because of the amount needed.
But that happens with the flu, too.
In Andalucia, for example, we don’t
buy just one flu vaccine, we buy
three or four, because if there is
some type of production problem
with one of them we might not
have enough. And every vaccine
will cover different groups of the
population; some will be more ef-
fective among certain groups than
others.

—What would you say to someone
who opposes vaccines?

—-We demand things from vac-
cines that we don’t demand from
any other medication. People hap-
pily take anti-inflammatories or
antibiotics, but they can have
more adverse effects and cause
more organ damage than any vac-
cine. Vaccination, after water pu-
rification, is the health measure
which has saved the most lives. I
tell my patients that vaccines
function like a Photofit portrait,
the photo of the most-wanted
criminal. The body will recognise
the germ when it arrives. We give
our bodies a defence system to
fight against what harms us. I
don’t know why there is so much
disinformation about vaccines. I
recommend listening to profes-
sionals, not social media.
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Heavy rain fell at Guadalmina this week but play was able to get under way on Thursday morning. sur

Marbella welcomes the
golfing elite for the
women's Open de Espana

Azahara Mufioz is the
favourite to regain her title
on "home" ground at
Guadalmina this Sunday,
but faces strong
competition from Emily
Kristine Pedersen

JOSE MARIA MARTIN

MARBELLA. Marbella will become
the world epicentre for women’s
golf in the coming days as the Real
Club de Golf de Guadalmina plays
host to the Andalucia Costa del
Sol Open until Sunday - weather
permitting.

This is the last event of the year
on the Ladies European Tour
(LET), which this year goes by
the name Race to Costa del Sol
thanks to partnerships forged by
the Andalusian Ministry of Tour-
ism, Turismo Costa del Sol, Aco-
sol and the Benahavis and Mar-
bella town halls - representatives
of which all participated in the
virtual presentation of the tour-
nament on Monday.

The president of the Royal Span-
ish Golf Federation, Gonzaga Es-
cauriaza, said in the presentation
that the holding of the tournament
“comes at a perfect time to put
Spain in the forefront as a golf des-
tination”, as well as highlighting
that this sport “can be a driving
force behind the recovery that the
country needs so much”.

One of the institutions dedi-
cated to promoting golf, and spe-
cifically women’s golf in the coun-
try, is Turismo Costa del Sol. Its
president, Francisco Salado, took
part in the press conference,
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Tournament favourite Azahara Mufoz gets-ready to tee off. sur

pointing out that this event is “an
opportunity not only to show off
our maghnificent offering, but also
the extraordinary capability of
the Costa del Golf to host major
international events”.

Rehearsal for the Solheim Cup
Mayor of Marbella Angeles Mufoz
also highlighted the importance
of the event for the economic re-
covery of Marbella and the Costa
del Sol after the Covid-19 pan-
demic. “It’s essential that we con-
tinue to invest in a sector that not
only creates jobs, but also boosts
the local economy.”

This is especially the case when
considering the impact the 2023
Solheim Cup will have on the area.
“These competitions are an excel-
lent boost for our hotel, leisure and
gastronomy sectors,” Munoz said.

Nuria Rodriguez, the regional
government’s delegate for Tour-
ism, added that the Spanish Open
“will be a demonstration of An-

dalucia’s ability to organise big
events, especially with the Sol-
heim Cup on the horizon in 2023”.

A fascinating battle
The amount of promotion that
this year’s Open de Espana has
received means that the prize
fund for the winner will be dou-
ble that of last year.

When the action got under way
on Thursday morning, after a
night of heavy rain, all eyes were
on local player Azahara Munoz.

The San Pedro-born golfer won
the tournament the last time it
took place at Guadalmina, a
course Munoz describes as
“home”. She will be the big fa-
vourite to regain the crown but
will face stiff opposition from
Dane Emily Kristine Pedersen,
who has won three tournaments
on the tour this season.

Later on Thursday, play was
stopped for the day due to the un-
settled weather.
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The Malaga city Women's
Race Against Cancer goes
virtual on 12 December

Registration for the
race, which can be
completed where the
participant likes, costs
eight euros and the
money goes towards
various associations

SUR

MALAGA. The eighth edition of
the Malaga city Women’s Race
Against Cancer will be held vir-
tually this year, because of the
pandemic, on Saturday 12
December.

This joint initiative from Malaga
city hall, La Caixa Foundation and
Primor will raise funds for the
United Against Cancer develop-
ment partnership.

Until Friday 11 December at
12 noon, anyone of any age or sex
can register online (wWwww.carre-
ramujermalaga.com) for eight
euros. All participants will receive
a bib number and a mask for the
occasion but note that the major-
ity of pick-up points are in Malaga
city and Rincon de la Victoria.

The virtual race takes place

from 8am to 6pm and during this
time anyone who has registered
and has a mask can take part in
the virtual race from their home
or from any point in the city.

The registration fees and do-
nations received (possible
through the Dorsalchip website)
will be distributed in full among
the Cesare Scariolo Foundation,
the Olivares Foundation, the
Cudeca Foundation, the Spanish
Association Against Cancer, Fun-
dacion Malaguena de Asistencia
a Enfermos de Cancer (FMAEC),
Asociacion de Mujeres Operadas
de Cancer de Mama (ASAMMA),
Asociacién de Voluntarios de On-
cologia Infantil (AVOI), Asocia-
cion de Padres y Madres de
ninos/as oncoldgicos/as de Malaga
(Aspanoma) and Ronald McDon-
ald Children’s Foundation.

These entities work to improve
the life of cancer patients in the
city and their families by offer-
ing different complementary
services to their medical treat-
ment such as psychological as-
sistance, physiotherapy, accom-
modation during treatment, eco-
nomic and social support or lei-
sure activities.
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Escassi header gifts Malaga
major win away at Girona

The Blue and Whites
scored from a set piece
for the second gamein a
row but this time allowed
their opponents to have
very few chances

O-1
GIRONA-MALAGA

Girona: Juan Carlos; Calavera (Yan
Couto, 46’), Bueno, Bernardo, Fran-
quesa; Monchu, Terrats (Gumbau, 70°);
Barcenas, Samu Saiz, Pablo Moreno (Alex
Pachon, 63’), Sylla. Unused substitutes:
Suarez, Muric, Monjonell, Luna,
Cristoforo, Kebe, Pau Victor.

Malaga: Dani Barrio; Ismael, Mejias, Es-
cassi (Lomban, 46’), Matos (Juande,
86’); Benkhemassa (Ramon, 57’), Luis
Mufoz; Joaquin (Calero, 74"), Cristian,
Rahmani, Chavarria (Caye Quintana,
74"). Unused substitutes: Soriano,
Benitez, Cristo, Jairo, Jozabed, Larrubia,
Orlando Sa.

Goals: 0-1 Escassi (33').

Referee: Ortiz Arias. Yellow cards for Ca-
lavera, Benkhemassa, Joaquin, Chavarria
and Bueno.

Venue: Montilivi.

MALAGA. Malaga’s early season
form returned at Montilivi on
Tuesday night as they battled to
pick up a valuable win on the
road against Girona.

The Blue and Whites allowed
their hosts to have very few op-
portunities and made them pay
with a superb header from Al-
berto Escassi which proved to
be enough to seal all three
points.

Despite making seven
changes to the starting line-up,
the Blue and Whites looked ac-
complished on the field with the
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midfield pairing of Luis Munoz
and Mohamed Benkhemassa
(back from suspension) limit-
ing space between the lines for
Samu Saiz to wreak havoc, and
closing off the channels in which
Barcenas and Pablo Moreno like
to operate.

Barring one moment of over-
confidence from Josua Mejias,
Malaga were perfect in defence
during the first half. The only
real chance for the hosts came
through Sylla who brought a top-
class save out of Dani Barrio
when he looked certain to score.

This came as an almost im-
mediate response to Escassi giv-
ing his side the lead. The big de-
fender leapt highest in the 33rd
minute to power home Yanis
Rahmani’s corner kick - the
Frenchman’s second assist of
the week, both from set pieces.

With Escassi going off injured
at half time, Malaga were mar-
ginally less secure at the back

Al A e S N

Luis Mufnoz, Ismael and Matos rush to celebrate with Escassi. AGENCIA LOF

and Monchu should have equal-
ised but instead badly misplaced
his header from Yoel Barcenas’
inch-perfect cross.

At the other end, Luis Mufioz
could have settled the tie when
he went clean through on goal
thanks to a lucky break, but his
powerful effort came back out
off the crossbar.

With Ramoén on the field in
place of Benkhemassa, who had
picked up a booking, Malaga
were able to enjoy longer spells
of possession and stifle Girona’s
momentum.

Fresh legs in the form of Ivan
Calero and Caye Quintana with
15 minutes to go also gave the
visitors another dimension, forc-
ing Girona not to overcommit
for fear of conceding another on
the counter-attack.

And it worked. The win, their
fourth on the road this season (the
second best record in the league),
lifted them up to six place.
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All-action Juande has
a big hand inloss

The young defender
scored at both ends
before giving away the
decisive penalty in the
first game of the week

D. FINCH

It was a day Malaga defender
Juande won’t forget in a hurry.
The academy graduate played
a part in every key moment of
his side’s 2-1 home defeat
against Leganés last Saturday.

Malaga made one change,
bringing in Alejandro Benitez for
José Matos, but with it came a
change of formation with the nor-
mally right wing-back Ivan Calero
moving to left midfield in an un-
orthodox 4-4-2.

The hosts started the game
strongly and had the better op-
portunities to open the scoring.
Calero’s improvised volley from
a cut-back almost caught out vet-
eran keeper Ivan Cuéllar, while
Yanis Rahmani repeated the ac-
tion in an almost mirror image.

Rubén Pardo then came close
for the visitors with a free-kick
which landed on the roof of the
net before having a hand in the
opening goal.

Leganés captain Unai Bustinza,
who had until then been pegged
back by the combination of Calero
and stand-in left-back Juande,
then finally found space to ghost
in behind David Lombéan and
latch on to Rubén Pardo’s inch-
perfect ball over the top. The
right-back controlled the ball with
his first touch and his second

1-2
MALAGA-LEGANES

Malaga: Soriano; Benitez (Orlando Sa,
81"), Escassi, Lomban, Juande (Joaquin,
74'); Jairo (Julio, 74’), Ramon (Cristian,
81"), Luis Mufioz, Calero; Chavarria,
Rahmani. Unused substitutes: Dani Bar-
rio, Ismael, Quintana, Matos, Cristo,
Mini, Juan Cruz, Larrubia.

Leganés: Cuéllar; Bustinza, Tarin, Ig-
nasi Miquel, Javi Hernandez; Palencia
(Miguel, 92’), Perea, Rubén Pardo, Bua
(Rosales, 85’); José Arnaiz (Eraso, 74"),
Sabin Merino (Borja Baston,74'). Un-
used substitutes: Riesgo, Diego Conde,
Sergio Gonzalez, Lasure, Jonathan,
Ojeda, Rober, Juan Mufioz.

Goals: 0-1 Juande (0G, 33’); 1-1
Juande (63'); 1-2 Merino (pen, 71’).

Referee: De la Fuente Ramos. Yellow
cards for Perea, Luis Mufoz, Bustinza,
Juande and Tarin.

Venue: La Rosaleda.

forced an unfortunate ricochet
off Juande to beat the keeper -
very much against the run of play.

It wasn’t until just over half way
into the second half that the
young defender could attone. He
went in bravely among high boots
to head in Rahmani’s free-kick
from the left at the far post to level
the scores.

Just minutes later though and
his good work was undone. VAR
confirmed Juande’s seemingly
innocuous challenge on José
Manuel Arnaiz was a penalty and,
despite guessing the right way,
Juan Soriano couldn’t get a hand
on Sabin Merino’s spot-kick which
nestled into the top corner with
twenty minutes still left to play.

Manolo Sanchez:

“The players

have shown that we're a team"”

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO

MALAGA. With Sergio Pellicer
serving a two-game touchline
ban following his sending off
against Ponferradina on 15 No-
vember, stand-in coach Manolo
Sanchez led the team against
Leganés and Girona.

“I'm so proud of the players,”

he said in his post-match press
conference on Tuesday. “They
showed that they were a team.
They all play a part and that’s
the best possible scenario.”
Sanchez applauded the adapt-
ability of the players too, saying
he was “proud” that they could
play so well after making seven
changes, as well as responding
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positively to changes during the
game. “We also have to applaud
how we defended a lot of very good
crosses into the box. It’s not easy.”

Malaga currently have 21
points to their name, just one
short of the total for the whole
first half of the season last year.

“We’ve gained another three
points, that’s all it means. Of
course we're ambitious but we
have to be careful not to set our-
selves goals that are too ambi-
tious. First we must secure
safety, then take it a game at a
tie,” he concluded.
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Antonio Banderas refuses
to rule out a future
investment in the club

The Malaga actor insists
that his involvement
depends entirely on who
is involved and what
their plans are

BORJA GUTIERREZ

MALAGA. Malaga-born actor An-
tonio Banderas has hinted that
he could be tempted to invest in
his city’s club in the future.

It’s no secret that Banderas is
a fan of the club and the Holly-
wood star has often been seen
in the box at La Rosaleda and
collaborated with the club on a
number of projects.

With the club currently in dif-
ficulties both on and off the field,
Banderas is one of several indi-
viduals being linked with mak-
ing an investment once the le-
gal proceedings currently un-

der way regarding majority
owner Sheikh Abdullah Al-Thani
are concluded.

The actor’s main investment
at the moment is in his Soho
Theatre project, which opened
only a year ago and which he
hopes to expand internationally.
Therefore, he would only be in-
volved as a minority investor.

Banderas, speaking on the
programme Ser Deportivos
Maélaga, said that his potential
involvement would depend on
“who the new investors are and
what they want”.

He added: “What the club
needs is someone to grab it by
the scruff of the neck and take
it forward.”

Banderas, however, applauded
the current squad, saying:
“They’re doing great, much bet-
ter than anyone could have
hoped given the circumstances.”

The Hollywood star in an image taken recently. sur
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iﬁ‘ A LOOK AT LA LIGA

ROB PALMER
Laliga

Commentator, Sky Sports

A recognisable brand

Diego Simeone is the only man currently
in world football who has been able to ®
continually rebuild a successful club side {(

s kids we used to mar-
vel at the skill of Brazil,
a whole generation has

cited Barcelona as the model to
follow and Manchester United’s
style made the football club a
global brand. The names and
faces changed in the teams
above, but you knew exactly
what you were getting with
them - hence the popularity.

Nowadays, though, things
are different. Brazil is no
longer lauded, Barcelona has
lost its aura and Manchester
United’s brand isn’t dependent
on a failing football team. The
nearest thing to a recognisable
‘brand’ now is ‘Cholismo’, the
continued regeneration of Atlé-
tico Madrid.

Diego Simeone took over
nine years ago and has a con-
tinued level of success that can
only be matched by Sir Alex
Ferguson in recent years. Under
Ferguson there was a recog-
nised style as he mastered the
art of continually rebuilding the
side; Simeone is the only man
in world football who continues
to pull this off at club level.

His club is back in vogue
after beating Barcelona in a
La Liga match for the first
time in a decade, prompting
talk of claiming the league ti-
tle for the first time since
2014. ‘Cholismo’ won the title
back then and Is tipped to do

The long-time Atleti coach. ere

that again.

It’s a word that describes the
philosophy of the Atleti coach.
An ability to harness skill, de-
termination, pride and a slither
of the dark arts into a winning
mentality. The willingness for a
finely-tuned middleweight to
slug it out in the ring with a
heavyweight.

I needed to double-check the
facts when I read that only Koke
and José Maria Giménez re-
main from the Class of 2014,
plus the returning Diego Costa.
Whereas other clubs undergo
revolutions and change manag-
ers, Atlético follow an evolution-
ary process and trust in their
coach like no other club.

One season’s Atlético doesn’t
differ from the previous edi-

tion. They rely on a world-class
goalkeeper. Once it was David
de Gea, then Thibaut Courtois
and now Jan Oblak. The de-
fence is constructed of men
who can tackle and head the
ball, midfield consists of foot-
ballers with a bursting heart
and his strikers always find su-
perpowers in the striped shirt.
The tune is the same, but there
are subtle changes to those
who play the music.

When Thomas Partey de-
parted for Arsenal, Lucas Tor-
reira arrived to learn his role.
When Antoine Griezmann
headed for Barcelona, Joao
Félix joined the club. When
other clubs pondered over
Geoffrey Kondogbia, Simeone
swooped and then he gave
Luis Sudrez a new home when
others hesitated. None of
these players are fully estab-
lished yet, but you know they
will reach their full potential
under Simeone’s guidance.

It’s like a school when the
first-years step into the play-
ground; by year two, they are
more confident in expressing
themselves. After five years,
they are flushing heads down
the toilets (figuratively speak-
ing, of course).

Simeone may not have
beaten Barcelona in a league
match previously, but he
knocked Luis Enrique’s team
out of the Champions League
when they were led by Messi,
Sudarez and Neymar. He hum-
bled Bayern Munich when Pep
Guardiola was coach, overcame
Chelsea with José Mourinho on
the touchline, and ended Liver-
pool’s reign as European cham-
pions last spring.

Simeone and his players are
afraid of nobody and that’s why
they must be the most feared
team in Spain - and maybe even
Europe - in a season when it
will be survival of the fittest,
physically and mentally.
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CENTRAL FLAT FORSALE

Avda Ricardo Soriano 57 / Juan Bosco, 2.
Just 4 minutes from the seafront promenade and the historical centre. Could be used as an office. 206m?, with lift and caretaker.
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Call 608 397 390 for more information
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Femenino demonstrate worrying
inability to hold onto a lead

Malaga went ahead three
times against Caceres on
Wednesday but left with
just a point; on Sunday
they lost after goingin
front early on

ADG / MARINA RIVAS

MALAGA. After suffering a third
consecutive league defeat in Car-
tama on Sunday, things took a
slight turn for the better for
Malaga’s women’s team on
Wednesday night when they picked
up a point away in Caceres.

Despite a point being reason in
itself to celebrate, the manner in
which Nati Gutiérrez’s erratic side
earned it will be cause for concern.
Malaga took the lead three times
in the game but were pegged back
on every occasion.

Claudia Jiménez levelled the
scores just before half time, after
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There were plenty of chances at
both ends on Wednesday night. ape

Andrea gave Malaga the lead in
the 26th minute. The forward made
it a brace in the 52nd minute be-
fore Nerea retaliated at the other
end just ten minutes later.
Celebrations of Andrea’s hat-
trick were shortlived too. Despite
taking the lead with 20 minutes to

go, Malaga surrendered that as
well, with Polvillo cancelling out
the visitors’ lead for the third time
just five minutes later.

This concerning pattern of play
occurred on Sunday too. Malaga
started strongly against Pozoal-
bense, perhaps inspired by their
failure to get on the scoresheet the
last time out, and took the lead in
the eighth minute as Maria Ruiz’s
left-footed shot clipped the inside
of the post on the way in - her third
of the season.

Their lead was shortlived then
too; Marin lobbed the ball over
keeper Romero, who was well out
of her goal, to level the scores.

The defining moment came just
five minutes after the restart when
Ale fouled Marin to gift Karla the
chance to grab the go-ahead goal
from the 12-yard spot. She didn’t
disappoint, completing the come-
back and leaving Malaga empty-
handed.

Another defeat as Marbella's poor
start to the season continues

SANLUQUENO 2
MARBELLA 1
The Costa side found

themselves two goals
down after just twenty
minutes

MODESTO SANCHEZ. ADG

SANLUCAR DE BARRAMEDA (CADIZ).
Marbella’s poor start to the season

continued on Sunday as they fell
toyet another defeat, this time on
the road in Sanlticar de Barrameda.

Their opponents Atlético San-
luqueno, who hadn’t won at home
all season, started strongly and
proved to be too hot to handle for
José Manuel Aira’s team in the
opening twenty minutes.

Within 30 seconds, Esteban
Granero had to clear Adrian Ar-
mental’s effort off the line, giving
a sense of what was to come. In fact
it took just nine minutes for San-

~ Thisladyssiisteningito

luqueno to go in front; Armental’s
cross from the right was converted
by Alex Geijo, though Granero ap-
pealed for a foul in the build-up.

Marbella barely had a moment
to refocus before they found them-
selves two goals down. A corner by
Facu Ballardo was toed in at the
near post by Diego Cervera just ten
minutes later.

It took some time, and several
substitutions, before Marbella
found any sort of rhythm in the
game and Sanluqueno’s keeper
Isma Gil was made to earn his
wages. In the 73rd minute, Manel
had the ball in the back of the net
but his effort was ruled offside be-
cause of Gudino’s touch.

Shortly afterwards, the latter
had a go himself but Isma Gil
pushed the ball out for a corner.

It wasn’t until stoppage time
when the Costa side finally got
themselves on the scoresheet when
Oscar Garcia converted a free-kick
with a well placed header. How-
ever, this was all too little, too late.

Bernal complains to the referee. ape
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Some of the speakers line up at the end of the event. Francis siLva

Getting to the bottom of
the high drop-out rate
among female athletes

The third '+deporte
+mujer’ forum explored
the possible reasons for
girls stopping playing
sport after leaving
secondary school

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO

MALAGA. Some of the biggest
names in women’s sport in Spain
were in attendance as the ‘+de-
porte +mujer’ forum, organised
by the Malaga provincial govern-
ment, tried to address the high
drop-out rate of young girls from
sport.

The debate, which took place
at the Edgar Neville Auditorium
in Malaga city last Friday, was
also open to four schools from
the province: Colegio Leon XIII,
IES Puerta Oscura (both Malaga),
IES Montecillos (Coin) and IES
Guadalpin (Marbella). Students
from these schools were invited
to participate in the debate to
try to shine light on the issue
and receive advice from athletes
who had themselves made it.

Retired high jumper Ruth Be-
itia, the only female Spanish ath-
lete to win two Olympic medals

(and the first to win gold), said: “I
want to motivate all those girls
who are doubting whether they
should continue or not by ask-
ing, regardless of whether you
win or lose: do you enjoy it?”

Ten-time world freestyle Kite-
surf champion Gisela Pulido said
that the problem is that there
are fewer female athletes to start
with. She warns, however, that
there will soon be a “generational
change” and that there will be
“fewer differences between
men’s and women’s sport”.

Former Olympic skier Maria
José Rienda agreed, pointing
towards full houses achieved
at the Wanda Metropolitano
and San Mamés for women’s
football.

As well as a series of short
speeches and question and an-
swer sessions with successful
athletes, the flip side was also
shown with lesser known ath-
letes explaining the reasons they
had for quitting, namely a lack
of time and a difficulty balanc-
ing sport with studying.

A further section showcased
different initiatives and brain-
stormed ideas which could
counter the problem.

Gonzalez
reaches
Open final

A WORLD PADEL TOUR

Rising padel star Bea Gonzalez, 18, from
Malaga, missed out on the big prize at the Open
de Las Rozas on Sunday, losing the final 6-0 7-
6. Alongside Paula Josemaria, the youngest
pairing on the tour lost to Triay and Sdinz.
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MALAGA REMOVALS

REMOVALS

o Weekly full or part load removal
service to & from UK, Costa Del Sol &
the Algarve

= Full or part packing service

= QOne box to full load removals

= Villa to villa moves within Costa Del Sol

S>HOP ONLINE

@ Shop at any main high street store
or online and have items delivered
the following week in Spain

STORAGE
o Sacure warshouses
in both the UK and
Malaga

REMOVALS
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Call us now for a FREE quote

UK Depot Malaga Depot

Tel: 0044 (0)1621 B50070  Tel: + 34 951 121 857
Mob: 0044 (0)7711 179842 Mob: +34 647 698 465

Email: sales@malagaremovals.com WWW.malagaremovals.com

E
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MY HOME =

REMOVALS

J st 6eoRGES || Quality Moving
& EUROPEAN == Service ZZ

at competitive prices

' Weekiy service to Spain,
== France, Portugal and Gibraltar U K e s P AI N - U K

WIth Gur Tubly rsined
redizble fieet of purpo
lesding Imsura
FAGWING BEpEr

free. To hel

IEDWARDS B3

: . STORAGE
European Moving

S0 come and talk to our friendiy
team at 5t Georges Eurcpeaan.

SPAIN + 34 952 485 984
UK +44 (0)1322 383 233
trade Bsigeorgestransport.com
www.slgeorgesiranspori.com

www.edwardseuropeanmoving.com
Tel UK: 01953 718 239

Tel SPAIN: 0034 610843 114
info@edwardseuropeanmoving.com

GLASS CURTAINS

—

QUALITY | RELIABILITY | GUARANTEE

4 - =

www.ideaterrazas.com
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Head Office:

Avda. Dr. Marafdn, 48, Malaga,
10amto 1 pm

and 5pmto7 pm

Tels.:

952 649 692
952 649 669

Fax:

952 611 256

Advertising administrator:
Teresa Canales

SUR offices:

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2,
2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9
amto 2 pm. Tel. 659 344816

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto
Benavente, 1, 2nd floor. Monday
to Thursday: 9,30 am to 14 pm.
Friday: 9,30 amto 13,30 pm.
Tel. 952 580 142- 605 022 121
Web:

www.surinenglishads.com

Mijas: Centro Comercial
Carrefour. Avda. Los Lirios s/n
Monday to Friday 9.30 am to
14.30 pm. Telephones

952 580726 - 670643 488

Coin: Monday to Friday 9.30
am to 14.30 pm.

Mobile 670 643 488

Estepona: Puerto deportivo de
Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-
trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-
659 344 816. Monday to Friday
9amto 3 pm.

Representative offices:

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd
Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577
Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588
Web:
www.globalmediasales.co.uk

How much does

an advertisement cost?

58 cents per word

+21% IVA.

Minimum 10 words
Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon

NOTICE TO READERS

SUR in English accepts NO
RESPONSIBILITY for the
content of advertisements, nor
for any claims made by
advertisers. Thorough checks
should be carried out before
completing any transaction.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS

SUR in English reserves the right
to make grammatical and spelling
corrections to advertisements as
and when deemed necessary, and
to classify correctly any adver-
tisement. Although every care is
taken to ensure the correct publi-
cation of advertisements, regret-
tably mistakes do sometimes
occur. If there is an error in your
advertisement, notify your
agency or agent at once as SUR in
English can only accept responsi-
bility for ONE insertion published
incorrectly. We would like to
advise advertisers that no free
insertions will be given when the

advertisement/material received
is not suitable for print media.

INTERNET/Email address:
Please be advised that it
may not be possible for
your internet or email
address to be printed on
one line. If it will not fit,
advertisers and readers
alike should bear in mind
that a hyphen will be
inserted at the end of the
first line to indicate that
the email address con-
tinues on the line below

PROPERTY FOR
SALE
Marbella

Parking Spaces

now on sale!.
i e
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Informartion; (G
051 087 710 =

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Self Storage
Marbella 952811311

Inland

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long
term rentals Coin and surrounding
areas. Phil 659537525

COIN countryhouse, 2 bedrooms,
terraces, garden, pool. 480
euros/month. 679111522

COIN large townhouse, 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, patio. 550
euros/month. 679111522

Marbella

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Self Storage
Marbella 952811311

MARBELLA Bants, 2 bedroom, long
term, full equip, by Marina, gardens,
pools. bravoelezovic@gmail.com
34637439222

Property Wanted

Mijas

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat
Pumps. World leaders
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair
(www.acair.com). Established
1986. 952486287

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according
your needs. Also, we can turnyour
antic poolinto a new pool design.
www.dreamgarden.es
+34610502623

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs, renovations.
Also the very latest technology in
pool heaters, covers, rollers.
info@perfectpools.es Tel.
650348785

PROTEC Group: We create and de-
sign different kinds of swimming
pools. Ask us for our portfolio or
visit us at www.grupo-protec.com.
Phone 952 587 573

REALTY Plus Marbella: real estate
buying, selling and renting services.
Costa del Sol area. Tlf: 952 78 58
06 sales.marbella@realty-plus.es

LA CALA Mijas. Studio, pool, sea
views, 400 Euros. To see photos:
www.bit.ly/lacala +34627642642

MIJAS Pueblo, central. One bed-
room apartment. Community pool.

PROPERTYTO I.ET Eur380.650192127
CALANOVA Golf, beautiful 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, sea views, ga-
Estepona rage, 550 euros/month. 679111522

ESTEPONA townhouse, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, patio. 690
euros/month. 679111522

Fuengirola

FUENGIROLA Center: 1 bedroom
apartment, beautifully furnished.
Only for very responsible people,
retired, pensioner. Long term. 550
Euros per month (minimum 1 year).
608337300

FUENGIROLA Studio Apt. in PYR
hotel. Sleeps 4, sea & harbour views.
450€ allinclusive. 621 215730

BOLICHES beach, beautiful 2 bed-
rooms, terraces. 650 euros/month.
679111522

MIJAS Costa, large 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, terraces, garage, pool,
850 euros/month. 679111522

SWIMMING POOLS
AND GARDEN

Swimming Pools1

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs.
Malaga/Marbella. 678791495
sparklenripple@hotmail.com
www.sparklenripple.net

Garden

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623.
www.dreamgarden.es

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. N°1 for
trees/palms. On the Costa since
1998. +34711010971/
+34600260534  www.spain-
tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com

THE ARBORIST: Specialist tall tree
jos.Cheapest price. Also painting
house/ apartments/ villas. Whatsapp
637203528 Check Facebook/ In-
stagram: Specialtall tree jobs

SERVICES

Builders

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing
& coving specialist, 20.years on the
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185

CONSTRUCTION in general, all
types of reforms. Quality building
attheright price. Stuart 648153718

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES.
costadiggers@hotmail.com
www.costadiggers.com
678450051

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms,
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543

BUILDER/ Handyman seeks work.
Malaga/Marbella. Own tools, van.
My work on Facebook: Pavlo Handy-
man. 622336727

PROTEC Group: Construction com-
pany dedicated to the construction
and comprehensive refurbishment
of villas and all types of houses in
the Marbella area and the entire
Costa del Sol. www.grupo-pro-
tec.comor 952587 573

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering.
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists.
Established 2005.
634315264//652640871

Plumbers

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber.
Allareas covered. Adrian 677063272

Electricians

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential,
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture.
Wallpapering. Call/Whatsapp: Dan-
iel 628066308 www.rainbowpin-
turas.com

P&S INTERIOR / Design + Home
Staging . TIf: 95 278 86 05 /
sales@psinterior.es / www.psinte-
rior.es

Doors

DRAINS blocked? Call David
952568414,661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain-tech So-
lutions

Gates

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin
951242873/636394641 expert-
gates.com

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors.
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates.
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es
952786178 / 605356469

PestControl——————

Awnings-Blinds

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap
952467783/ 680323969

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a
week. Conversion from manual
to motorised. New installations.
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito
screens. All areas covered coast
and inland. 655825931

PROTEC Group offers awnings and
blinds for both interior and exterior
use. Quality products selected to fit
your particular needs. www.grupo-
protec.com or 952 587 573

Upholstery

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or
email acservs@outlook.com

UPHOLSTERY including leather
cleaned as well as all carpets.
685524921

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs.
Family run. Carpets, sofas and
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast
service. 7 days. All areas.
952930861/607610578
www.cleansol.business

Floors

Kwallable 2407 - 305 days a year

Prompd, #Mcked s rvice
Quality merchandise, baseid priding
Hacked by 35 peamrs enparience
in dereitie, cemmendlal and IRdiscilal
Frafesslaonal and friemdly advica

Tel: #52 5567 514/ + 14 60 364 583 (<)

Decorators

THE BEST painter/decorator on
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933
www.noldecor.com

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas,
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars,
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS
Pest Control. Phone Nigel
606008940. Credit cards accepted

Repairs

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps,
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE.
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL
645840199

POLISH your marble or clean ter-
race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30
years experience guaranteed work.
671244683

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished.
Fast service. 7 days. All areas.
952930861/607610578
www.cleansol.business

TELEPHONE SERVICE SUR.

952 58 01 42 - 952 58 38 50

NOW EVEN EASIER!!!
Send your advert by

605 022 121

(©

WhatsApp

Fay by credil! debit card, depasit or bank irensier W =
Monday to Thursday 9.30 - 14.00h. - Friday: 9.30 - 13.30h
Send adverts by email: adsisurinenglishads.com

All advertising information for the SUR in English: sizes, prices, supplements, examples are available: www.surinenglishads.com
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CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All
areas. 952930861/ 607610578
www.cleansol.business

Windows and Glass
Curtains

UPVC and Aluminium windows
and doors direct from our factory.
We measure! We make! We fit!
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers.
Highest quality UPVC windows,
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass
replacement fully guaranteed.
Trade/ public. Showroom.
952667761/ 680828000

DM

Manufacturers of
UPVCWindows & Doors

www.dandmprojects.com
952 667 761/ 680 828 000

REPLACEMENT of discoloured,
plastic jointing, strips between
the glass curtains. Also repairs.
655825931

GENEVA WINIMIWS
UPVC & ALUMINIUM
WINDOWS & DOORS

Direct from our factory

852 587 482
678768 454
genevawindowsagm ailcom

Tel.

PROTECGroup: Manufacturing, dis-
tribution and installation of UPVC
and aluminium windows and doors
as wellas UPVC and aluminium en-
closures. Our services include the
supply and installation of UPVC win-
dows from Salamander and Kom-
merling but also aluminium frames
from Reynolds and Technal.
www.grupo-protec.comor 952 587
573

Locksmiths

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio
doors, windows secured. Paul
657466803

group

SPONSORSHIP

Air Conditioning /
Heating

AIR CONDITIONING installation.
Service & repair to any make or
model, also repair fridge/freezers,
bottle coolers, car A/C& A/Con
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration:
952596404/679284959

B :lnﬁmnnunn
S

We Sarvice & Fegair ony Moke
of Air-conditsning.

The Fomiby Comgany That Cores.
Din the Const deee 1993,

Moimiemange
ol e
ovailoble.

Tel. 952 935 513
coalamdiosyE hotmail .com
www. toolmndiway.es

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability,
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully
inclusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287

AIR CONDITIONING installations,
repairs and servicing. Airflow
952443222 airflowspain@live.com

Property
Management

WORRIED about your lovely Span-
ish home? We care form any homes
on the Costa for 12 years. doneand-
dustedcds@gmail.com

Cleaning Services

OVEN cleaning domestic, commer-
cial, professional cleaned from 40
Euros. 611283162

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or
email acservs@outlook.com

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery
including leather cleaned on site.
685524921

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable,
economical, all types of fireplaces.
Chris 608337497

RELIABLE experienced cleaners
available with references. Feel free
to check our services, reviews, etc.
More information Whatsapp
691217194 www.agneshouse-
care.business.site

SUSAN Cleaner/ Carer/ Translator.
603252897

PROTEC

FACTORY & EXHIBITION
Camino Pera de Agus, 81-104
P.L Los Perales, Busdn 15 - 20651 Mijas

Tel B52 58 75 73 + Fax 952 58 B5 26

CONSTRUCTION

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional. Reliable. Affordable.
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136

General Services

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Self Storage
Marbella 952811311

Mosquito Screens

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Nick
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws

Others

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds,
upholstery, made to measure, wide
range fabrics/foam. 672800887 ju-
deinspain@hotmail.com

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Lawyers

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL
YOURLEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN.
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, | GET IT
DONE!! www.yarzalwayers.com
0034619930052

Accountants

ADVICE on specialized immigration
paperwork ((Brexit, golden visas,
renewals, nationalities, etc) Com-
plete services for real estate.
Info@adviaconsulting.es. www.ad-
viaconsulting.es. 640331363

Translators

TRANSLATIONS All languages.
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com

OFFICIAL translations. all languages.
952789 204. Mobile 654 613 094.
Sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com

© www.TrustaTrade.es cozusse

Mortgages

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147 al-
anll@yahoo.co.uk

Business
Opportunities

MIJAS Costa Urb. Dofa Lola: Local
60m2 with 2 terraces. 950 Euros
month. 626248132

FUENGIROLA: Local 72m2 for rent,
previous business was a Clinic. 650
Euros month. 626248132

Others

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Self Storage
Marbella 952811311

REMOVALS
AND STORAGE

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
livieries, clearances. 20 Euros hour
+ fuel. Steve 602637242

BRITSH Removal Company SL.
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland.
952426463 www.brcspain.com

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr. Always
on time. 651081610

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet
orLoose Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
Transport
952816582/603860702
move@freinternational.com

MovelT-StorelT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Self Storage
Marbella 952811311

MAN & VAN. Anything considered.
No job too small. FROM 15Euros
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited).
605215917

MOVING locally? Call
952426463/660563131. Best
prices. Fully legal British Removal
Company

WORLDWIDE shipping, door2door
service. British Removal Company
www.brcspain.com

952426463
SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full
loads. Pet transport.

Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk
637980655

BUY/SELL
MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071

FURNITUREwanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071

>

MALAGA REMOVALS

Weekly removal service to & from
UK, Costa Del Sol & Portugal

sales@malagaremovals.com | UK: +44 (0)1621 850070
Mdlaga: + 34 951 121 857 | Algarve: +351 289443202

Depots & Storage in UK, Malaga and Algarve

%
_ﬁ

Fully fraimed sxperianced feam
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QUALITY Bric-a-Brac wanted. Top
prices! Quick collection.
661402134

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. House/
garage/ bar clearances. Steve
602637242

MOTORS
Buy/ Sell Cars

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars,
all years, all models...from exotic
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch
plated. Call951977329/606647597

" Bill Brady Cars

CHECK 00T OUE WEEPAGE
billbradycars.com
Cantact an:
infoi@billbradycars.cons

051 B3R B42 / 608 950 221

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call
now, cash waiting. 687049592/
622229673

WANTED: Best prices paid for
proper cars, same day collection.
678808837

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK
or Spanish...685524921

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best
prices, also embargos/finance/lost
papers. Problems solved.
678808837

WANTED Cars & vans. Free col-
lection same day. 685524921

ALL CARS Commericals wanted any
age, any condition. Cash. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796

BEST prices offered for VAG/ Ger-
man car makes, runners and non
runners. English/ Spanish speaking.
Call/ whatsapp/ email: 630569429/
VWTECHNIK@GMAIL.COM

CITROEN Relay/Jumper RHD for
sale. UK reg. MOT to Aug.2021 Ex-
cellent cond. 135000 miles. Price:

7900€ Call: 632045374 or
= A +447962323251
Insurance adbrpusnd
Buy / Sell Motorbikes
SUR in English | | 12 TER Year 2015.2
Good Insurance starts with  Insuring expats e 5 ITV. Low milsage. 950 Evros
a good Insurance Adviser 0 Spain for over Advertisers 602637242
- ' g Please Repairs
lu \_’ ﬂu remember that
we do need
L . e ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped,
I" hl I"1 NI . [' I'E.deﬂﬂﬂﬂ'. IE Mijas Costa. No job too small.
Multi - Policy Discounts | Fres Hine Car up to 45 days | or passport 952667074
edhical Insurance for Residencis | Pobicies in English | numher 'H"'.h"Eﬂ TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox
3% Descount on Medical Insurance. ; specialists. All models including clas-
P‘lﬂdﬂg your sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes
00000 , Tel. 952 934 963 advertisement. and pover . steering. | Gl
==Y AT i mmm% mﬂg:ﬂrrzﬂ Thank}-'ﬂu. info@transmatic.es www.trans-'
matic.es

Elegant windows and 5tarr5 for a heauhful home

,p"'!"q" GpodE0s
|II MALAGAL

WINDOWS & DOORS PRODUCT DISTRIBUTION

. [

mfoEgrupo-protec.com
www.prntm:muupspiin.mm

Simce 1996 - A trusted company with
14 years exparience in Spain

Get a DISCOUNT with this code! #1995PV20

00.0®
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Paperwork

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free.
Don'tdriveillegally. Ask specialists
before buying or registering & save
tax. www.meexpress.net
952490028

CARAVANS

Storage

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats,
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure.
Excellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 67978669/
606101807

NAUTICAL

PUERTOBanus 8M mooring for
rental. Tel 630614252

RECRUITMENT

Situations Vacant

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring
Now! Tel:952028080. Email:
info@localsoft.com Web: www.lo-
calsoft.com

INSTALLER (S) required for work
on multiple sites in Gibraltar. Must
have knowledge of all fields in the
glazingindustry, including all types
of systems, UPVc, architectural alu-
minium and timber. Must be fluent
in English and previous experience
isrequired and essential. Terms and
conditions to be discussed upon ap-
plication. Fitter’s mates also re-
quired. CVs to be sent to steve.tfi-
gib@hotmail.co.uk and copied to
terry.english @totalfacadeindus-
tries.com Telephone 00 350
21666612 or 00350 58007602

ADMIN assistant required for insur-
ance broker based in Benalmadena.
Must speak native English with a
high level of Spanish. Contract. Send
CV: jose@grupounisa.es

REQUIRED Electrician assistant.
Marbella area. Email ad-
min@amcprojects.com

Situations Wanted

VERY responsible lady seeks do-
mestic work. Fulltime. Livein/ out.
Own car. Super references. 3 lan-
guages. More info 622708978

PERSONAL

Meeting Point

expatswing.com Top website to
meet liberated adults for fun

ENGLISH guy living in Fuengirola,
late fifties, solvent, speaks Spanish.
WLTM an attractive woman 40/50
for long term relationship. Text
611241615

HEALTH &BEAUTY

Massage

KOREAN relieving massages that
release tension and other stresses.
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia
656350401

MASSAGE specialist Benalmadena.
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65.
Please wear your mask. 621395221

SENSITIVE, relaxing massage. A
very pleasurable and satisfying ex-
perience by professionally trained
masseuse lady. Special offer for Black
Friday. Info Whatsapp only
604317073 Fuengirola

WE ALSD VALUE:

+ Bilingual EnglishiSpanish

SUR in English, the leading communications
group in Malaga province, is looking for

ADVERTISING CONSULTANTS

The ideal candidate should be a person wveith inftiative:
they also shouwkd be dynamic, crganised, dilgent, a gocd
communcater and used to working 1n a team

The post will imeolve locking for prospective dients, sales
and advising chents on advertsing with SUR in English
REQUIREMENTS: exporience in salos

- Kncesdedge of Excel and Powerpoint

Flesse serd vour Oy Lo dandrewsdpdiariosur.es
indicating as Subject Advertising Consultarnt STE°

ROY TREVOR

THE PROFESSIONAL MOVERS
« Available storage in the UK - Spain - Portugal

FUENGIROLA: Balines, antistress,
soothing full body masage by silk
hands!! 600231544

THERAPEUTIC male masseur: Re-
laxant massage for men. Whatsapp
632629075

BENALMADENA Costa by windmill
roundabout: Remove pains and aches
with an excellent body massage. 7
days. 691533101

FRESHENING massage by profes-
sional lady. Also outcalls. WhatsApp
645131273

AN EXPLOSION OF SENSITIVE MAS-
SAGE BY QUALIFIED MASSEUSE.
MARBELLA/ PUERTO BANUS
634088859

Therapists

ITEC Diploma courses in massage,
reflexology and others. Also online.
www.naturaclass.net 951311216

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-
selling & Psychosexual thera-py
COSRT & BACP Accredited. Indi-
viduals&Couples +447813944146
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard

PROFESSIONAL massage, Holistic,
Sport, Reflexology, Osteopathy, In-
dian head... Naturaclass 951311216
Fuengirola

Osteopath

OSTEOPATHY soft manual healing
holistic therapies all kind of pain re-
lief & dysfunction Whatsapp
691320710 www.osteopatiamar-
bellaosteopathie.com

Others

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack.

From 22 Euros per pack 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com

MALE female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivery mail order via-
gradyoul9@gmail.com. 672883025

TV/SATELLITE

Satellite Installation

BBCSYSTEM 150 euros uk chann-
les iptv 25 Eurosinclude Europeens
channels. Smart TV 55, 4 K 395
Euros, 58, 440 Euros Jose Sotto
Since 1973 mobile 670443838
Telephone 952 443 838, email: jose-
sottoamselem77@gmail.com

COMPUTERS /
INTERNET / PHONES

Repairs

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338

WEEKLY GROUPAGE SERVICE
BETWEEN UK - 5PAIN - PORTUGAL

« Professional experienced courteous crews, all English speaking

PC SUPPORT Fix computers, les-
sons and web sites. Home visits.
618559494, Email: Contact@sun-
nit.com

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired/ up-
graded. Data Recovery. 18 yrs
helping people. info@soltecs-
pain.com Neil: 662379899

SMARTITANDY offers technology
advice in English & Dutch. A selec-
tion of my services: Repairs, Instal-
lation & Maintenance. Get your PC
or Mac Check-Up today for only
€39,90! www.smartitandy.com for
information.

CLASSES

SPANISH lessons at your home.
Qualified Spanish female teacher
with many years of experience. Own
method: Simple and effective. Ideal
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents 617879834

| CLASSIFIED | 45

PETS

Kennels / Cattery

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El
Grande. Holiday accommodation
for dogs & cats. Individually
heated/aircon kennels. Call:
685400216 www.petca-
respain.com Follow us on Face-
book at Petcare Spain

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/630197435
www.catanddogworld.com

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections
welcome. www.eurodog.es
952464947/679786669

(SUR
in English
The undisputed
market leader
and favourite
read*, reaching
mare than
260,000 expats
every week
in Malaga aloene
(*IPS05
independent

\h research) J

Looking to donate your
furniture to charity?

cudeca

www.cudeca.org

YOUR DONATIONS DELIVER CARE

e

+34 670 211 028

email: muebles@cudeca.org

COLLECTION

FOR COOD QUALITY RESALEABLE ITEMS

For house clearance ask for an estimate

DVERGEAS
EEMOVER

TO21

- From single baggage items, motorbikes, cars to full house moves we can move anything

Tel. +44 1925 630441 - 951 311 118 - info@movingmatters.net - www.roy-trevor.com
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THE STARS

Aquarius

January 21st - February 19th

Need to rediscover creative passions? If
you no longer feel so inclined to
socialize, it may be time to make the
most of a natural skill that has lain
dormant and underused for a while.

63

Pisces

February 20th - March 20th

With a Lunar Eclipse in your home zone,
this can be a time to dig deep and find
inspiration. It could provide material
that you'll make your own.

é?

Aries

March 21st - April 20th

With a Lunar Eclipse in Gemini stirring
up feelings you may have a lot you
would like to say, and indeed something
should be said.

Taurus
April 21st - May 21st

A financial matter may come to a head
due to a lunation, which could be linked
to a money issue or accentuate any
feelings of insecurity.

i

Gemini

May 22nd - June 21st

The week begins with a Lunar Eclipse
that can influence you and your
relationships, as feelings that have
been swept under the carpet rise to
the surface.

Cancer
June 22nd - July 23rd
If you can simplify your schedule, it

could assist the Full Moon Eclipse that
spells out the value of a short retreat
from the world and a chance to consider
your priorities.

Leo

July 24th - August 23rd

Attracted to someone? This could be an
encounter that seems destined, and
you might sense that this person’s
appearance in your life has something
to teach you.

Virgo
August 24th - September 23rd

B Ready to take a bow? This week can see
the completion of a project that may
have been ongoing for some while. If

you are happy with the results, then the
chances are that others will be too.

Libra

September 24th - October 23rd

If you have a secret desire to let go of an
old and unsatisfactory way of life and
take that bold step forward, the coming
days, weeks or even months could be
thrilling.

Scorpio
October 24th - November 22nd
If you measure your self-worth by the

amount of money you earn, this week's
Eclipse can be a turning point. It could
be a time of revelation, when you may
be seeking answers to a financial issue.

Sagittarius

November 23rd - December 21st
Relationships often go through cyclical
shifts and dynamic changes, and this
week’s Lunar Eclipse can usher in a new
phase in this regard.

Capricorn
a7 December 22nd - January 20th

ﬁ- - With a potent lunation in your lifestyle
sector, you may realize you have
outgrown certain routines and be keen
to do something about this.

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

QuIZ

How often does a
vicennial event occur?

1. 200 years 2. 20 years
3. 50 years 4. 500 years

What word did scientist
Richard Owen invent in
1841?

1. fax 2. battery 3. typewriter
4. dinosaur

Across

1 Aruad 50, e Gandy = a
compdate faduna 4)

B Twgwil go indo i wih lass
Tesdng still (£,6)

B Eguilable bransaction
rivoldng quita an amoun
.4

10 Time for negation bath

wayed (4]

12 Calt iz imvodvad In

govesTiman linancas (5]

14 The right boots for

Aulamabans T (B

15 Therise of g perlume (5]

17 The old boy was looked at

arct did a5 b was boid )

1B Thee glass Deloaging Lo lit e

Lessnand {4)

18 Complataly raject jst

clhim® B

21 When b use cokmebics

10 catch up on gnesal?

24

22 Ungrammatzal article n

males? So be il dd)

Down

2 Lawiul heirs - 8 matter ol
lev [5.5)
3 Anequal n the Lippar
Moz (4]
4 Discloge minsles sl gle
(al
& Thara's a catch to his
SUCoEss i)
8 In the moming, msake 8
posaibia to D regponsive
[]]
T Counlry governed by one
[
11 By and large not camied by
part only 2,351
13 Somae may ba wsed to
chisck an Une Doard (8]
16 Thearas r‘u:-rnirq n EE"!r'f'll;l
up games for soldiers 6}
1T St of dathes for lesvding
hospital in gaod Bealth? (5)
18 Walk lemely lackng
shiftness (4
20 Thaught of in temms of sald
earnings {4

SUDOKU BY HANZO THE WORDPUZZLER

Instructions
Complete the 7 1
square making sure

that every row of 6 8

%2}
(o)
(o)
(0]

w

Can you identify the
words that contain

'lea’ from the clues

nine numbers
includes all digits 3 5

listed balow?

from1to09, every
column includes all

1. Shesep's noisa

N

EIL/A/KIL[E[AIL[L]Y
LIE[C/LIE[AINIE|A|G
AlS/LE[AM/LIE[A[L
ot DILIO/AIK/AE/B|LIE
ey 3 by 3 EICILIRIORIFILIEIA]? e
o | i’ 1 > ‘7 5 “| [AlLIE[S[TILIEE[GIM| & .
LIE[A[P[P|E[L[A[L]E]| s mrsm
> N|A[B/L|E[A[S|T[E|A| o™
2| 8| |6 3 UR/LIE|EDILIE[A[B] & mnmen
417185 S[L[EJA[C[H[1[L[C[O] i
BATTLESHIPS CIRCLEGRAM
:Ar/‘;::le‘i:li:;:titiships . 1 2 3 4 ) 5 &8 7 8 & _1[_1 :}r:}s;;zt:g:s
g:u?:z:i?;hL'Zsiroyers, A 4 gt::::eit:r; (;nt?]rali\;\;:zh

4 submarines) are
hidden in the grid. The
numbers to the right of
and below the grid

m
B

N
i

indicate how many of [} 1 common theme
the squares in that row f— B W i What are the thr.ee
arefilledinwithships ~ E | 3 words, and the
or parts of ships. The = | | 1 letter ;epresented
ships do not touch each by the question
other, even diagonally. Qo _‘ 2 ytheq
Some have been filled
in to start you off. H 3
- Battleship I ' ?
<dHED @Ep Cruiser

1
@D €D @P Dsstrovers = - * l - i cn
@0 @®@® Stbmarines 4 1 1 4 1 2 2.1 4

letters in each circle
can be arranged to
form words, names
ortermsona

mark?
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down
1] Approach (12) 17 Toland 3)
B) Movelst (9) 2) Proud {f) (3)
12] He emigrated (8) 3y ou were going (Bl (5)
13} Crew members (11) 45 Cofflin {5)
14} Unde i3 51 Tohear (3)
15} Rals (B) 71 Road (3)
18] Dastroyed {m) (10 8) Mouming (4)
201 | drank (4) 9) Taior (5)
21} Tosusped (3} 100 Aiding (3)
231 Midnight (107 1) Approdmatedy (15)
23] Strange if) i4) 13 Tested im) (7
27) Manoeune (8] 17) They helped (8)
) This (m) (4} 18) Yo (pl) (2)
a0 Shedoes 4) 19) Wake (%)
31} Controbers (13) 22) Taimvestiogate (10)
) Late (5) 24) To taste (5)
35 Sunivors (14) 26) | necover (B)
38 He prazes i6) 28)  To sense (6)
40 Cahers (m) (5) 30)  History (2)
421 Iwant {3) 327 Winesses (5)
43} Writers (10} 33)  To cook over coals 7)
44} Mars (5] 36) Cloudy (8)
45)  Authorsation (12) a7 Flames ig)
45) Passengers (3) 39) To make ugly (5)
41) Crane {d)
ANSWERS Language Crossword Cryptic W 07 B L W0 Circlegram
Quiz answe_rgmz” SL1LeaL SOuneS Crossword SoeOtH) G USSR £ U B U | R | Sy g by
pasn Ajsnoiaid aus pue ajquioy, | _ G R b e © sl (Rl 2 L0y ‘el 77 . dn syepy *S3539YD 1] ‘233001 ‘JejuaILg
BUILEALU ‘SOUISP :SPIOM 3315 OM} SR, VRSV SO 12 B B A 3 D) )| UBSEy S RN ¥ 18y UOHAS "L st eu uosanb
paﬁ!qwoa 3H “eLnesoulq panes ay VTHLLSHIE N ua:m_.'m_u: 2 ‘uaop [} Jeep Ju £ SROWn Ue3 g 1904 | S5y ISU0niog a3 Aq pajuasaidal Jana) ay L
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WHERE IS THIS? CORONAVIRUS ADVICE
Last week:
Fuente del Piedra

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

If you have symptoms and/or have been in contact
with someone with coronavirus

APP Salud
Responde: take the
coronavirus
symptoms test

If the virtual test is positive, the health services
will contact you by telephone

Coronavirus information  If you have symptoms call

955 545 060 900 40 00 61

This pretty roundabout is on Avenida
de Andalucia in Fuente del Piedra

=
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The star attraction even on the Costa

Diego Maradona.
The Argentinian,
perhaps the
greatest ever
footballer, died this
week aged 60, but
will forever be
remembered for his
star quality.
including atalocal
tennis tournament

<« Maradona, centre, was
the star attraction at the EL
Casco Tennis Club in Mar-
bella. JoseLe

WV The Argentinian cele-
bates a goal for his country
at Italia 90. are

tion unanswered. Not even those
of the fans who had snuck in to
see the legend up close, nor those
of the journalists who couldn’t
help but act like fans around him.

Those who attended the two
following days were able to see
in the flesh how difficult it was
to be Diego Maradona. During
the first day of the tournament,
matches had to be stopped be-
cause of the number of people
asking for photos and auto-
graphs. On the second day, se-

HECTOR BARBOTTA
he summer of 2008 was

I ending and the Spanish
Davis Cup team was pre-
paring to travel to Mar del Plata
where they would beat the home
team 3-1 in spite of an untimely
injury to Rafa Nadal.

In Marbella, a wise business-
man understood that that un-
precedented Davis Cup final pre-
sented a business opportunity.
Without hesitation, he organised
an exhibition tournament for
players on the verge of retire-
ment: Moyd and Ferrero on the
Spanish side and Canas and Aca-
suso for Argentina would face
each other at El Casco Tennis
Club.

However, when he realised
that a clash between players who
were past their best wasn’t arous-
ing enough interest, he invited
Diego Maradona to promote the

event and the tickets sold out
immediately.

At that time Maradona was 48
years old, he had been retired for
11 years and, although he was
about to be hired as his country’s
national coach, his occupation at

the time was the same as it al-
ways had been: being Maradona.

He arrived in Marbella on Fri-
day 5 September 2008 from Bei-
jing, where he had been cheer-
ing on the Argentinian team at
the Olympics, and held a mas-

curity had to be stepped up so
the action could go ahead with
some normality.

No one could have predicted
the amount of attention his
presence would attract. All in-
terest in the event was con-

centrated on the main man
in the stand.

sive press
conference at
the Guadalpin
hotel, where he
was staying. For
almost an hour
he left no ques-
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SERGIO CORTES

MALAGA. It’s impossible to know
how many fans there were inside
La Rosaleda on 17 October 1982,
but the gate receipts were a re-
cord 32 million pesetas. There
wasn’t a spare spot anywhere;
even the stairwells were full. The

Record gate receipts at a jam-
packed La Rosaleda stadium

reason? Diego Maradona’s Bar-
celona side were in town.

He had just joined following
the World Cup and was a global
sensation. The stadium was al-
ready full 45 minutes before
kick-off, just to get a glimpse of
his famous skills, even in the
warm-up. The moment he

stepped onto the despite a 4-1 win for the
field, the crowd visitors, most inside La
erupted. Rosaleda were pleased

Maradona’s
move to Spain
was the catalyst
for many young
fans to switch
their allegiance
to the Catalan
team. On the day,
Malaga fans inside
the stadium were
vastly outnumbered by
around three to one. So,

one way or another. Ei-
ther because their
newly adopted team
had won, or because
they saw the maj-
esty of Maradona
first hand. He
even got on the
scoresheet
with the fi-
nal goal of
the game.
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