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EUROPEAN TOUR

San Pedro-born Azahara 
Muñoz will be hoping to 
defend her title at 
Guadalmina [P4]

The Open de 
España returns 
to Marbella

AMATEUR TOUR

The event starts on 27 
May at Alcaidesa, one of 
three rounds before the 
grand final [P5]

The Costa del 
Golf Tour is back 
for another year

With a vast number of golf cour-
ses, this Andalusian province is 
one of the most diverse destina-
tions in the south of Europe [P6]

Sport and culture come 
together in Cordoba

‘The Kid’ 
comes of age

At 37, Sergio García celebrates 
his recent victory at Augusta, 

his first career ‘major’,                
earning praise from across the 

sporting spectrum [P4]
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T
 he women’s Spanish   
Open golf tournament re-
turns to Andalucía after 
its success in 2016, brin-

ging together the best female pla-
yers on the European Tour. This 
year’s event will take place at the 
Real Club Guadalmina in San Pe-
dro Alcántara, Marbella, from 21 
to 24 September.  

At the launch of the Andalucía 
Costa del Sol Open de España Femi-
nino 2017, the regional govern-
ment’s minister for Tourism and 
Sport, Francisco Javier Fernández, 
explained that over 100 women 
will be competing, and the event 
will be given plenty of coverage by 
Spanish and international media. 

 Last year 17,000 spectators 
watched the tournament, and it 
was broadcast in 148 countries. 
Fernández emphasised that the 
event will be an excellent platform 
for promoting Andalucía as a tour-
ist destination.  

“Golf is important because it 
helps to bring us year-round tour-
ism, thanks to the excellent cli-
mate and the other facilities we 
have to offer,” he explained.  

 In fact, golf already attracts 
around half a million tourists to 
Andalucía every year, of whom be-
tween 20 and 30 per cent (about 
100,000) are women, and it pro-
duces a direct income of 140 mil-
lion euros. This type of tourist is 
especially welcome, because they 
stay for an average of 11 days and 

each visitor spends about 130 euros 
per day. This is more than other 
visitors to the region.  

Fernández stressed that the golf 
segment is vital for the Andalu-
sian tourism industry, and that is 
why his department actively 
supports it, not only through the 
Plan of Action 2017, but also 
through sponsorships which aim 
to make the Andalucía brand bet-
ter-known and ensure that it has 
a presence at major sports events. 

Women’s golf 
He also said that there is a second 
aspect to this tournament: it raises 
the profile of women’s sport and 
increases support for it.  

“There is a growing interest in 

The women’s Open de España 
returns to the Costa del Sol this year
The tournament will take place at the Real Club de Golf Guadalmina in September 
and is sponsored by the regional and provincial governments

ALEJANDRO DÍAZ / 
ALBERTO GÓMEZ

The tournament, part of 
the European Tour, will be 
“a way of promoting 
Andalucía,” said the 
regional tourism minister

AZAHARA MUÑOZ 
SAYS SHE’LL 
DEFEND HER TITLE 

Azahara Muñoz has announced 
via a video that she will be pla-
ying in the Andalucía Costa del 
Sol Open de España Femenino in 
September, to defend the title 
she won last year.  

She became the first Spanish 
woman to win this competition, 
after an epic duel with American 
player Beth Allen. 

 “I am really pleased that the 
Spanish Open is being held in An-
dalucía again, and especially that 
it will be at my club, the RCG 
Gualdalmina. It makes it doubly 
exciting and I want to thank all 
the institutions who have made 
it possible,” she said.  

Nearly a year ago this Malaga 
player pulled off a heroic feat to 
triumph at Aloha Golf Club in 
Marbella after nearly five hours, 
when she had been behind Beth 
Allen for most of the round. The 
American, who started with a 
one-stroke advantage, set off like 
a whirlwind, with three birdies 
in the first seven holes.  

Muñoz, however, ended up 
making history through her con-
sistency and patience, and succe-
eded in winning the title which 
she will be defending this year in 
a setting which is very familiar to 
her. 

 This will be the fourth time in 
history that the Costa del Sol will 
be hosting a women’s Spanish 
Open, after the previous tourna-
ments at Los Flamingos in 2010, 
La Quinta in 2011 and Aloha Golf 
in 2016.  

The first of these was won by 
the legendary Laura Davies, whi-
le the second was won by her Bri-
tish compatriate Melissa Reid. Muñoz was last year’s champion. :: SUR

Muñoz and Allen, the stars of last year’s competition. :: SUR

Organisers and sponsors, at the presentation. :: SUR
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women’s sport nowadays and 
many of the important players 
come from Andalucía, which is 
often outside the media focus,” 
he said.  

“This top-level tournament 
shows the public that it is nor-
mal for women to compete and 
it also gives us an impact in a 
market with a great deal of po-
tential.” 

Launch 
Among those attending the pre-
sentation were the president of 
the Malaga provincial authority 
(Diputación de Malaga), Elías 
Bendodo; the vice-president of 
the Spanish Golf Federation, 
Jaime Salaberri; the president 
of the Mancomunidad de Mu-
nicipios of the western Costa 
del Sol, Margarita del Cid; the 
CEO of Acosol, Manuel Carde-
ña; the president of the Real Fe-
deración Andaluza de Golf, Pa-
blo Mansilla, and the president 
of RCG Guadalmina, where the 
Ladies’ Open will take place, 
Juan Ramón Martínez.  

Elías Bendodo said that “this 
event will undoubtedly increa-
se the popularity of women’s 
golf, which is something which 
is already gaining ground on the 
Costa del Sol. It will also be a 
further step in the work we are 
doing to try to attract year-
round tourism in the region.” 

 Margarita del Cid described the 
tournament as a fine example of 
several institutions working to-
gether to promote sport and 
tourism.  

“We all know that golf is one 
of the factors that attracts Spa-
nish tourists to the Costa del Sol 
and makes foreign visitors choo-
se this destination for their holi-
days,” she said. She also pointed 
out that Acosol has a part in this 
event and others at a provincial, 
regional and national level, be-
cause of its work in using recycled 
water to irrigate golf courses.  

Jaime Salaberri told those pre-
sent that “we are delighted to 
return to the Costa del Sol to 
celebrate this year’s Open de Es-
paña Femenino,” and that the 
Spanish Golf Federation is 
“enormously” grateful for the 
principal sponsorship by the 
three Andalusian institutions 
which makes it possible for this 
tournament to take place.  

He also said the organisation 
was grateful to the Real Club de 
Golf Guadalmina for its commit-
ment to hosting one of the best 
tournaments of the year in the La-
dies European Tour. 

 “It will be the perfect setting 
to continue showcasing the Cos-
ta del Sol as a unique tourist des-
tination, and especially for golf,” 
he said.  

Pablo Mansilla described his 
“immense pleasure” at the colla-
boration by the institutions, which 
he said would continue to “support 
and give visibility” to Spanish and 
Andalusian golf and women’s golf 
in particular.  

“And as if that were not enough, 
this is also the perfect opportu-
nity to showcase our fantastic golf 
destination and courses to the rest 
of the world,” he said.

:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 
MALAGA. The Circuito Miguel 
Ángel Jiménez for under-18s, one 
of this local golfing champion’s 
most exciting projects, will take 
its first steps in Europe in 2018.  

‘El Pisha’, as Miguel Ángel is 
known, and his companion from 
the European Tour, Austrian player 
Bernd Wiesberger, have joined forces 
to set up the Challenge Trophy, a 
competition which from next year 
will pitch girls and boys from both 
countries against each other in the 
same format as the Ryder Cup. 

 The first tournament will take 
place in Spain, and then move to 
Austria in 2019. There will be two 
teams of 12 players, divided into 
three categories. 

Six under-18s and six under-14s 

will take part, includ-
ing the top three 
in the male and 
female rank-
ings and the 
winners of 
the final of 
the Cir-
c u i t o  
M i g u e l  
Á n g e l  
Jiménez. 

To clas-
sify, they 
will have to 
take part in at 
least three trials on 
the Miguel Ángel 
Jiménez tour (the-
re is no maximum) 
and obtain the 

three best cards. They 
will take part in 

the Challenge 
Trophy accor-

ding to the 
category in 
w h i c h  
they clas-
sify. This 
m e a n s  
that a pla-
yer who is 

a c c e p t e d  
from the se-

cond category, 
but who goes up 

to first in 2018, will 
still take part in the 
tournament as a 
member of the 
younger category. 

The scratch winners will be able to 
play the final of the circuit in De-
cember.  

Sixth year 
The Miguel Ángel Jiménez tour, 
which this season is celebrating 
its sixth edition and organising 17 
trials all over Spain, began timidly 
in 2012 with six tournaments and 
257 players.  

Bit by bit, under the guidance of 
Pedro Fernández and with the backing 
of the European Tour, the Royal Spa-
nish Golf Federation, the regional fe-
derations and a range of sponsors (in-
cluding PING, Srixon, Lacoste, Me-
liá, Approach, Mantua Surgelati, Imei-
son, Econatura, Ambielectric, Euro-
banan, Golfflag, AVIS, Capitrans, AGM 
Sports, Movistar Plus and La Finca 
Golf Resort), 5,205 youngsters bet-
ween the ages of seven and 18 have 
taken part in this circuit so far. 

“My aim is to make golf popular 
and accessible to children and teena-
gers, because they are the future of 
this sport. No other sport has the same 
values as golf; it is a lesson for life 
which will help them to become bet-
ter people,” said Jiménez, who is very 
enthusiastic about this project.  

“People say I’m politically inco-
rrect and very stubborn, but I am what 
I am, for good or bad, and I will keep 
fighting for golf to be accessible to 
everybody, especially youngsters, 
through initiatives such as these.”  

He is starting by competing against  
Austria but the idea is to involve other 
countries in the future.  

“Bernd Wiesberger is a model for 
young Austrians: he has won three 
tournaments on the European Tour 
(the French Open 2015, Austrian 
Open and Ballantine’s Championship 
2012), two on the Challenge Tour and 
the Indonesian Masters in 2013. He 
is as excited as I am and keen to be 
involved,” said Jiménez. 

“I want golf to be 
accessible to everyone”
Miguel Ángel Jiménez is organising a tournament 
for under-18s in a similar format to the Ryder Cup

AN EXCITING GOLF 
ACADEMY IN 
TORREMOLINOS  

It is more than five years since 
the Miguel Ángel Jiménez Golf 
Academy opened in Torremoli-
nos with the aim of “making 
golf more popular and accessi-
ble to the whole of society”. 
The town in Malaga province 
has now returned the compli-
ment by naming a street after 

the champion golfer. “I feel 
very honoured, very satisfied 
and very happy,” he says.  

At his request, prices at the 
golf school are kept low to at-
tract more people to the sport. 
For example, the 9-hole green 
fee costs five euros for members 
between Monday and Friday, 
and seven euros at weekends 
and on public holidays. There 
are also discounts for families, 
children and pensioners. 

 The land has been ceded by 
Torremolinos council for 50 
years, and is funded by Jimé-
nez. “The idea had been going 

round in my mind since the 
early 1990s. We want to focus 
especially on a junior golf 
school, and it is a very exciting 
project,” as he explained at the 
inauguration.  

The course was designed by 
Jiménez, and he has delibera-
tely included a few difficult 
areas such as the seventh hole, 
which is called ‘Angustias’ in 
memory of the 12th hole at Au-
gusta, discovered by the Mala-
ga player for the first time 
when he took part in the Mas-
ters in 1995, with Seve Balles-
teros and José María Olazábal.Jiménez designed the course. :: SUR
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Jiménez, with some 
juniors. :: H. A.

Jiménez, with his latest trophy. :: SUR

The tournament, which 
will be called the 
Challenge Trophy,  will 
pitch young players                
from Spain and Austria 
against each other
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V
 ictory for Sergio García in 
the Masters last month 
brought with it a wave of 
reactions from all round 

the globe. Institutions such as the 
royal family, politicians like Mariano 
Rajoy and sportsmen and women 
such as Rafa Nadal, Pau Gasol, Caro-
lina Marín and Tiger Woods all con-
gratulated the Spanish golfer. 

His long-awaited win was picked 
up by all major news outlets, with 
the New York Times leading with: 
“At the 74th time of asking, Sergio 
García wins his major.” USA Today 
defined it as his “elusive first major”. 
Its photo was of Sergio García put-
ting on the green jacket. The French 
daily L’Équipe proclaimed: “At last 
García has his major.” 

Back in Spain the golfer celebrated 
his victory at the Club de Campo del 
Mediterráneo, in Borriol (Castellón),  
where he developed “as a player and 
as a person”.  

This is how he described the after-
math of the win: “We didn’t sleep 
much. There was so much to do. We 
finished playing at seven and we 
couldn’t leave until half past eleven 
with all the ceremonies, interviews 
and the dinner with members. Once 
we arrived at the house we rented, 
we hosted a little party with the 

Spanish press. We didn’t go to bed 
until about four or five. It was a lovely 
night, but it was also very intense. 
We didn’t sleep much in New York 
either. I had to do a lot of interviews 
right from the minute I woke up. 
They were three very intense days.” 

García insists that he hasn’t 
changed much since 2012, when he 
admitted he felt he was incapable of 
winning a major, and dedicated the 
title to his family, his fans and friends, 
saying that the green jacket belonged 
“a bit to everyone, a prize for hard 
work and perseverance”. 

The golfer recalls that fateful Mas-
ters: “I didn’t play well and it wasn’t 
the first time. I was frustrated and 
said what I felt. It was only a mo-
ment of frustration.” Despite this, 
he has learnt over the years to “ac-
cept things, the be more patient, and 
to take the good with the bad”. 

A strong proponent of the values 
of golf and the organisation of pro-
fessional tournaments, which he 
himself has encouraged through the 
foundation that bears his name, 
García hopes that his victory can help 
develop the sport in Spain: “If this 
doesn’t help, then I don’t know what 
will. We know that golf is, among 
other things, a large tourist attrac-
tion in Spain but we have to keep 
fighting because there is increasing 
competition from other countries. I 
hope that politicians and the Federa-
tion help with this.” 

On this note, he questioned the 
institutional role in the absence of 
the Open de España from the Euro-
pean Tour this year: “It’s unfortu-
nate that it won’t be played this 
year,  but we’ll continue to support 
and push for the Andalucía Valder-
rama Masters.” 

Ceremonial kickoff 
Sergio García was charged with the 
ceremonial kickoff at the ‘Clásico’ 
between Real Madrid and Barcelona 
at the Bernabéu last month and ‘El 
Niño’ (‘The Kid’), a Real supporter, 

couldn’t hide his emotion: “It was 
a great game but the ovation I 
was given was incredible - I was 
touched. I’ve received many ova-

tions in my time, but to have 
90,000 people in an arena so big, 

shouting your name... it made my 
hair stand on end. It was very 

touching. I thank Real Madrid 
for giving me such an opportu-
nity and for making me an hon-

orary member.” 
García insists that he is still “the 

same old Sergio” but recognises that 
victory at Augusta “will at least 

give me much more confidence”, 
given that “a weight has been 
lifted”. 

“I always said I didn’t need a 
major to be happy, but it certainly 

helps - I’m not going to lie!”

García, arriving back at Club de Campo del Mediterráneo, in Borriol, where he developed “as a player and a person”. :: EFE

“I always said I didn’t need a 
major to be happy, but it 
certainly helps - I won’t lie”

Sergio García admits that 
victory at Augusta has lifted “a 
massive weight” off his 
shoulders but insists he will be 
“the same Sergio as always”

ALBERTO 
GÓMEZ

García insists “not much 
has changed” since 2012, 
when he felt “incapable” 
of winning a major  

The golfer hopes that his 
victory at Augusta can 
help the sport to develop 
further in Spain

Sergio Ramos and García embrace before the ‘Clásico’. :: EFE

Rory McIlroy   

“I couldn’t be 
happier for him. 
He deserves it” 

José María Olazabal   

“’The Kid’ is no 
more, he’s called 
Sergio García” 

Azahara Muñoz  

“We all knew 
this victory 
would come”

REACTIONS
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:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

MALAGA. The Costa del Golf Tour, 
considered one of the most impor-
tant amateur golf circuits in Anda-
lucía, will be back on 27 May. 

Four of the coast’s best courses 
will play host to the opening three 
rounds, as well as the grand final, 
organised by Diario SUR and its lead-
ing specialist publication, Costa del 
Golf. 

The circuit will get under way at 
Alcaidesa, in the Cadiz municipal-
ity of San Roque, before continuing 
at Marbella courses Guadalmina (24 
June) and Cabopino (8 July), and 
finishing off at Los Flamingos, at 
the Villa Padierna hotel, for the fi-
nal on 22 July. 

The entire competition will use 
the Individual Stableford scoring 
system (one point for a bogey, two 
for par, three for a birdie and four 
for an eagle). Qualification for the 
final depends on competitors’ points 
scores in the three first instalments, 
though players can sign up for one, 
two or all and still qualify. 

The championship is open to any-
one and follows on from the success 
of previous editions in which more 
than a thousand amateur golfers 
participated. 

Last year Ernesto Ruiz and Miguel 
Ángel Ruano were crowd winners in 
the first and second categories, re-
spectively, while Almudena Ucillos 
topped the women’s rankings and 
Juan Carlos Barbero came out on top 
in the category for players invited by 
the organisation. 

The final, which took place at 
Villa Padierna, was the culmination 
of almost eight weeks of excellent 
golf on some of the best courses in 
Andalucía. 

In 2015, José Duarte won in the 
first category while Samuel Galván  
came first in the second; Patricia Már-
quez was the women’s champion.  

This year, the circuit will start at 
Alcaidesa Links Golf Resort, located 
in an incomparable setting, sur-
rounded by the exquisite Soto-
grande and Valderrama courses. The 
complex has two courses, Alcaidesa 
Links (the only links-style course 
in southern Europe; treeless and 
with rolling hills, similar to the 

course at St Andrews) and Alcaidesa 
Heathland,  with a total of 36 pro-
fessional holes and spectacular 
views of the sea, Gibraltar and 
northern Africa. 

The second stop for the Costa del 
Golf Tour is at the Real Club de Golf 
Guadalmina, where this year the 
women’s Open de España will take 
places as part of the European Tour. 

The Marbella club has two courses, 
south and north, with 45 holes in to-
tal. It was opened in 1959, making it 
one of the oldest clubs on the Costa 
del Sol. Its fairways, wide and almost 
without any rough, snake between 
trees. The south course was com-
pletely remodelled in 2002. 

Spectacular views 
The third part of the competition 
will take place in Cabopino, on the 
eastern side of Marbella, opposite 
the marina which bears the same 
name. It has an 18-hole course cov-
ering more than 5,000 square me-
tres designed by architect Juan 
Ligués Creus. 

The course offers some spectacu-
lar views over the Mediterranean 
and the marvellous umbrella pines. 
It has three par-three holes, two 
par fives, and 13 par fours. 

Lastly, the grand final will take 
place at Los Flamingos, as has been 
the case in previous editions. This 
Marbella course, host to numer-
ous prestigious tournaments such 

as the European Seniors Tour, was 
designed by Antonio García Gar-
rido and is characterised by its pris-
tine landscaping, with a variety of 
tree species and fairways sown 
with Bermuda, except at certain 
holes where grass has been used. 

The tournament, organised by 

SUR and Costa del Golf, is spon-
sored by Acosol, Marbella town hall, 
the Junta de Andalucía, Joyería Mar-
cos, Da Bruno and Línea Directa. It 
also has the collaboration of Anda-
lucía Golf Select, Copyrap, Gol-
friends and the four participating 
courses. 

For those interested in taking 
part, a coupon for all three instal-
ments, plus the possibility of play-
ing in the final, can be purchased 
for 149 euros through Oferplan 
(oferplan.diariosur.es). 

You can also sign up for one or 
two of the rounds for 65 euros each.

The Costa del Golf Tour is back

This year’s competition will 
take in courses in Cadiz and 
Marbella; golfers wishing to 
take part in this popular 
amateur tour, which has 
brought together more than 
1,000 golfers, can sign up now

As in previous years, the final will take place at Los Flamingos at the Villa Padierna. :: SUR

Previous editions of the tournament have brought together more than a thousand amateur golfers. :: SUR

 27 May.   Alcaidesa. 

 24 June.   Guadalmina. 

 8 July.   Cabopino Golf. 

 22 July.   Los Flamingos Golf 
(Villa Padierna). Grand final. 

 Price.   149 euros for the first 
three rounds, with the possibility 
of competing in the grand final. 
Individual tickets cost 65 euros. 

 oferplan.diariosur.es

COSTA DEL GOLF TOUR
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S
pring is peak tourist season 
in some cities in Andalucía, 
including Cordoba, where 
several very famous festi-

vals take place in May. The City of the 
Three Cultures astonishes all those 
who visit it at this time of year, with 
its May Crosses, the patio festival and 
the spring fair. It is no surprise that 
Cordoba in spring is a favourite des-
tination for visitors from all over the 
world.  

Last week, following the Battle of 
the Flowers, the May Crosses festi-
val took place. Large crosses were 
erected in the patios and squares of 
the city and decorated with flowers 
and embroidered shawls. Local asso-
ciations set up temporary bars, serv-
ing traditional tapas and drinks, and 
there were live music performances 
during the day and dance shows at 
night.  

Now, around 40 of the city’s pat-
ios have been opened to the public 
and, armed with a list which can be 
obtained from tourist offices and ho-
tels, people have the chance to dis-
cover the magic of these beautifully 
decorated patios and their unique set-
ting.  

Wandering around the patios as 
night falls, amid the fragrance of 
jasmine and orange blossom, with 
flamenco music playing softly in 
the background, is a unique experi-
ence.  

In the busiest areas, especially 
San Basilio - the district around the 

old Alcázar palace - bars are set up 
in the streets and authorised to play 
music. There is an association in the 
city called Friends of the Patios, 
which restores old houses, and once 
their patios have been refurbished 
they are opened to the public dur-
ing the festival.  

Another emblematic event in this 

month of festivities is the Cordoba 
Fair, in honour of the city’s patron 
saint, Nuestra Señora de la Salud. At 
the end of May, in the Arenal fair-
ground, horse riders, women in tra-
ditional dress and flamenco perform-

ers like to gather in the temporary 
bars called ‘casetas’ which line the 
streets of the fairground. The case-
tas are open to everybody ,which 
just adds to the entertainment.  

The joyful ‘sevillana’ music and 
dancing, the dry sherry, the tapas, 
the Cordoban hats and hair decora-
tions make this a fair to rival any 
other in Andalucía. Every year there 
is also a bullfight, called ‘Los Cali-
fas’, with some of the best bullfight-
ers in the country.  

More tourists this year 
This year’s tourist season, which 
began in April with Easter week, 
has been better than those of re-
cent years, according to informa-

tion provided by local hotels.  
In a recent press release, 

the Junta de Andalucía said 
that hotel occupancy in 
Cordoba was 86.1 per cent 
during Easter week, 
which was 15 per cent 
higher than in 2016, and 

was at its highest on the 
most important days, Thurs-

day to Saturday, when it rose 
to 92.7 per cent. This was 3.4 per 

cent higher than last year.  
The regional government’s dele-

gate for Culture, Tourism and Sport 
in Cordoba, Francisco Alcalde, said, 
“If we compare the results with 
Andalucía as a whole, Cordoba’s 
have been above average, not only 
in terms of hotel occupancy dur-
ing Easter week (in Andalucía it 
was 81 per cent), but on the main 
days as well (90.3 per cent in An-
dalucía).” Over Easter, a total of 
842,000 tourists visited Andalucía. 

Unique heritage 
The key to Cordoba’s success as a 
tourist destination lies in its his-
torical and cultural heritage. Cor-
doba was classified as a World Heri-
tage Site in 1994, and the city 
breathes art and history from every 
corner.  

It is most famous for its Mosque, 
a unique building which displays 
the splendour of the Caliphate, but 
we should not forget the Cathe-
dral which was built inside it, the 
Alcázar (palace-fortress) of the 
Christian Monarchs, the Roman 
bridge and the water mill, the Ca-
lahorra tower, the Jewish quarter, 
the patios, the Plaza del Potro and 
dozens of other places and monu-
ments which make this one of the 
most beautiful cities in Spain.  

Golf courses 
Cordoba has some good golf courses 
for visitors who are interested in 
combining city sightseeing with 
their favourite sport. 

One is the Club de Campo y De-
portivo de Córdoba, a sports and so-
cial club which was created in the 
1970s thanks to the determination 
of a group of local golf enthusiasts. 

Situated in the Sierra Morena, 
it extends across a lovely area with 
panoramic views, covering 70 hec-
tares among pine and oak trees, 
amid beautiful countryside with 
some very interesting flora and 
fauna.  

The course’s greens are very 
well-maintained and although they 
appear easy to read, they still de-
mand maximum concentration. 
The fairways are wide and sur-
rounded by Mediterranean wood-
land. This is a technically interest-
ing course, and it takes a great deal 
of thought to complete it in as few 
strokes as possible.  

Another option is the Po-
zoblanco Golf Club, which opened 
in 1982. It is surrounded by native 
trees, predominantly holm oaks. 
This is a friendly nine-hole course 
which is easy to do on foot because 
it is mainly flat.  

It is a course with enormous po-
tential, which has improved a great 
deal over time and is surrounded 
by some of the loveliest meadows 
in Europe.  

An additional attraction is the 
food served here, which is excel-
lent quality and based on the best 

Cordoba, a unique combination 
of history, culture and sport
This ancient city in Andalucía is a popular tourist destination at 
any time of year but spring is the ideal season for playing golf

ALEJANDRO 
DÍAZ

The city of  
Cordoba is a  

World 
 Heritage 

 Site. :: SUR

View of the Club 
 de Campo y 
 Deportivo de 
 Córdoba. :: SUR

The Pozoblanco 
 club is another 
 option for golf 

 fans. :: SUR

GASTRONOMIC 
ROUTES THROUGH 
THE CORDOBA 
COUNTRYSIDE 

  There are two gastronomic rou-
tes in the countryside around 
Cordoba city. The Montilla-Mo-
riles Wine Route takes you 
through Fernán Núñez, with its 
Ducal Palace; Montemayor, 
whose mediaeval castle can be 
seen from far afield; La Rambla, 
the best place for ceramics; 
Montilla, famous for its wine-
ries; Aguilar de la Frontera, with 

many historical buildings and 
an unusual octagonal square; 
Moriles, also famous for wine, 
and Puente Genil, which has 
some impressive Easter proces-
sions. Nowadays there are over 
60 businesses associated with 
this route, including accommo-
dation, restaurants, wineries, 
shops, museums, ceramics etc.  

The other is the Olive Oil 
Route, which takes you past oli-
ve groves, vineyards, castles and 
ancient walls and gives an ove-
rall view of the olive and oil in-
dustries. The towns of Baena, 
Castro del Río, Espejo, Nueva 
Carteya and Valenzuela are all 
located in this area, which is a 
paradise for olive lovers.
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The Olive Oil 
Route passes 
through this 
region. :: SUR

Montilla 
Moriles  
wine is  
made in 

Cordoba. 
:: SUR
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2017 AGENDA

13 May                                             
RReal Candado 

Small Circuit 
Open tournament 
 
Bil Bil Golf 
Pitch and putt doubles 
Open tournament 

21 May                       
Guadalmina 

Children’s circuit 
Open tournament 

27 May                                      
Alcaidesa Golf Club 

Costa del Golf Tour 
First round 

 25 May 
 Parador Málaga 
Women’s circuit 
Open tournament 

3 June                                          
Mijas 

Gran Premio A.F.A  
Lauro 
Campeonato de Andalucía 2,3 y4 
Open tournament 

11 June                                           
Mijas 

Asoc. de clubes sin campos de golf 
Closed tournament   

17 June                         
Guadalmina 

Andalucía Doubles Championship 
Open tournament 

1 July                                         
Miguel Ángel Jiménez 

Andalusian Championship  
Under 16 and under 10 pitch and 
putt 
Open tournament 

8 July                                            
Mijas 

2nd Asoc. El Botijo competition 
Open tournament   

9 July                                            
Añoreta Golf 

Torneo Senior Patronato 
Open tournament   

15 July                                        
Mijas 

Gran Premio Maderas Gámez 
Open tournament   

 23 July                                
Alhaurín 

Pitch and putt 
Open tournament   

26 July                         
Guadalmina 

Noberto Goizueta Memorial 
Open tournament 

29 July                                            
Mijas 

Cancer fundraiser 
Open tournament 

THE MONTH IN PHOTOS

 GINS. Conditions were ideal for golf at Baviera on Tuesday, 
and 31 members and guests of Golf International Nerja Society 
enjoyed a Dubai 1,2,3 format game in which John Blanco had the 
only two on his card and snatched the sweep money. :: SUR

 Universities. Golfers from the University of Malaga were 
the big winners in the recent Spanish University Championships, 
picking up two gold and two silver medals. :: SUR

 Unigolf. Andalucía went to Madrid at the end of April as the re-
gional tourist board boasted a 20-square-metre stand at the Unigolf 
fair with the aim of promoting the area as a benchmark for the sport 
within Spain, forging business links and encouraging golf fans from 
Madrid to sample what the region has to offer. :: SUR

 Chinese Open. Pablo Larrazábal came within one shot of 
victory in Beijing, ultimately finishing third, behind Alexander 
Levy (France) and Dylan Frittelli (South Africa). :: SUR
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