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RONDA MOURNS A TRAGEDY

Starlite Festival threatens to quit 
Marbella over strict closing times

Two British tourists, a dad aged 45 
and his 15-year-old son are facing a 
possible fine of 30,000 to 600,000 
euros for reportedly using illegal la-
ser pens and distracting planes com-
ing into land. An off-duty police of-
ficer was staying in the same Torre-
molinos hotel and saw them.  P16

Five people died in a horror bus crash on a  
humanitarian trip to India   P6&7

The organisers of Marbella’s Star-
lite live music festival have said 
that they are considering moving 
somewhere else next year as rela-
tions with the local town hall have 
deteriorated in recent months.  
P2&3

Staff, fearful for their jobs, have 
protested against the council’s  
enforcement of legal opening hours

Pilots landing at Malaga 
airport were affected by 
the green light in their 
eyes on Tuesday night

Britons caught 
pointing lasers at 
planes from their 
hotel balcony

No more Smurf village 
status for Júzcar.  The 
owners of the image rights 
have said enough is 
enough  P4

Estepona homes 
evacuated during bush 
fire. The blaze on 
Wednesday afternoon was 
near the Velerín river  P13

The wreckage of  
the bus which was  

hit by a lorry on  
Saturday. :: EFE
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Staff at the summer music 
event, fearing for their 
jobs, have demonstrated 
against the council’s strict 
enforcement of legal 
closing times, which they 
claim is unfair  

:: H. BARBOTTA / C. MÁRQUEZ 

MARBELLA. Starlite, the annual 
international music festival that 
has been running in Marbella for 
six summers, is threatening to pull 
out of the resort next year. 

The move comes amid increas-
ing tension between event organ-
isers and Marbella council over clos-
ing times after concerts and uncer-
tainty over operating licences. 

The latest dispute, that was aired 
in public last week, centres on dis-
agreement over whether Starlite 
should be legally defined as a ‘fes-
tival’, and so entitled to special 
privileges in how long it can 
stay open each night, or a nor-
mal nightspot which has to 
adhere to stricter rules.  

The 45-night event, 
which was originally 
branded as Starlite Marbella 
but is now advertised as Star-
lite Festival as relations with 
the town hall have soured, 
started on the Costa del Sol in 
2012. This year it has featured 
many major international names 
in concert, including Elton John, 
Luis Fonsi, Art Garfunkel and An-
drea Bocelli.  

It’s all about the Lounge 
The current dispute isn’t about the 
concert stage, which is located in an 
old hillside quarry in the Nagüeles 
area of the resort, but the bar and 
after-show area known as the Star-
lite Lounge just alongside. 

Organisers say that as the event 

is a festival, the Starlite Lounge 
should be allowed blanket permis-
sion to close anytime up to 6am. 
Marbella council says no, that the 
law says 2am on weekdays, 3am at 
weekends, with only ad hoc per-
mission to open later until 6am. 
Failure to give permission every 

day means the events cannot be 
planned properly and risks their 
viability and jobs, says Starlite. 
It claims it is being unfairly 
treated by the mayor. 

The organisers’ frustration 
reached boiling point early on 

Thursday last week when two 
Local Police officers turned up at 

2am after a Gypsy Kings concert 
to check the venue was closing. 
Both sides confirmed afterwards 
that all was in order on the visit. 

However Starlite issued a state-
ment in which organisers said they 
were considering other resorts in 
Spain to move to and starting legal 
action for what they call “obstruc-
tive and illegal behaviour”. They 
say jobs are being put at risk.  

The mayor of Marbella, José Ber-
nal, has denied any sort of persecu-
tion, saying that Starlite has “had 
the utmost support”. He says that 

he can’t give permission for it to 
close “whenever it likes” as the law 
doesn’t allow him to. 

Some have suggested, however 
that the council’s actions are politi-
cally motivated.  

Other nightspot organisers have 
been complaining about Starlite’s 
perceived late opening for a while. 
Last year a lawyer and founder of 
the left-wing Podemos party locally 
made an official complaint. 

Marbella’s mayor relies on the 
support of Podemos’s two council-
lors to keep him in power. Podemos 
had complained to the mayor on 
Thursday that “the Starlite Festi-
val was allegedly not honouring its 
opening timetable”. Hours later the 
police attended the venue. 

Former PP mayor of Marbella, 
Ángeles Muñoz, who first author-
ised the event in 2012, has hit out 
at the current PSOE mayor and 
blamed instability in the minor-
ity local administration led by José 
Bernal. She said that the council 
was acting “on the whim of coun-
cillors, in this case Podemos”, say-
ing the dispute is bad for the town’s 
image. 

Workers’ anger 
Employees at Starlite demonstrated 
against the town hall last week. “It’s 
not fair the constant harassment 
and damage that’s being done,” said 
Elena Suárez, one employee. A 
spokesperson for Starlite added: 
“Starlite gives work to over 800 peo-
ple in the area, many of those be-
ing local suppliers.” 

The mayor said he was bemused 
by the fuss, explaining the problem 
is with the after-concert club- 
lounge that can only open until 2am 
on weekdays, 3am at weekends and 
until 6am when the council gives 
special permission.  

He said that, despite the event 
organisers saying it is a ‘festival’, 
deserving longer-term late open-
ing permits, his hands were tied by 
Andalusian law and said the rules 
had to apply to everyone. 

He also explained that if the 
event moved elsewhere in Anda-
lucía, “they are going to have the 
exact same timetables [for the 
lounge] and the same conditions”. 

Speaking out on the issue, the 
Junta de Andalucía has said it is 
working on legislation to clarify 

Starlite Festival threatens to quit Marbella 
unless it is allowed to open late at night

Workers protest against the council last week. :: JOSELE-LANZA
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The region’s tourism boss 
reassured businesses at a 
meeting in Malaga that 
visitors would still be 
welcomed by locals but 
added that tourists need 
to spread out more  

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. The regional minister 
for Tourism, Francisco Javier 
Fernández has issued a call for 
calm to local businesses follow-
ing a wave of isolated attacks on 
tourism in Catalonia and the 
Balearic Islands. 

Speaking in Malaga, the person 
responsible for promoting Anda-
lucía to visitors and increasing tour-
ist numbers said that the so-called 
“tourism-phobia” experienced in 
other areas of Spain this summer 
won’t happen in this region.  

“In Andalucía tourism isn’t a 
problem at all,” he said. But he en-
couraged the sector to think about 
ways to better distribute tourists 
to under-visited areas of the region 
to take pressure off crowded parts, 
and so avoid any conflict between 
visitors and locals. 

According to Fernández, while 
70 percent of visitors to Catalo-
nia are concentrated on Barcelona 

and tourism is the dominant in-
dustry on the Balearics by far, An-
dalucía, due to its sheer size has 
much more diversity.  

Harmony with locals  
He added that the aim should be 
that “no local feels like a visitor 
in their own city” and that a tour-
ist “feels part of the city, and can 
experience it as the locals do”.  

To this end he said that visitors 
to cities must be spread out to 
avoid tourist ‘ghettos’ emerging. 

In an effort to support this strat-
egy, the Junta de Andalucía has 
launched an international promo-
tional campaign designed to en-

courage visits out of season and 
to parts of the region that are less 
well-known. Covering publicity 
in 15 countries, it targets seven 
segments of the market includ-
ing golf, inland tours and culture. 

Spain has received record visi-
tor numbers this year, and some 
busy areas have expressed con-
cern over the impact on local resi-
dents of this growth.

“There’ll be no ‘tourism-phobia’ here,” 
says Andalucía’s minister in charge 

The tourism minister speaking in Malaga. :: S. SALAS

 Are there too many tourists? 
If you have an opinion on tourism-pho-
bia, we want to hear from you. We may 
publish your comments, and you could 
even win a prize for them!  
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

these type of events.  
The head of the Junta in Malaga, 

José Luis Espejo said in the face of 
the latest controversy that the pro-
posed new law, expected to come 
into force next summer, will be 
more flexible in solving problems 
faced by events like Starlite. 

“We want Starlite to stay in Mar-
bella, as in our view we have to sup-
port these types of economic and 
leisure activities that favour this 
region.” he said.  

Last week’s events are just the 
latest in a series of tense exchanges 
with local authorities. This year 
Starlite only received its overall op-
erating licence a few days before 

the first concert started.  
The licence was delayed as the 

old quarry site is a protected natu-
ral area and permission from the 
Junta de Andalucía to rent it out 
for concerts had expired. A renewal 
was delayed as the Junta said that 
Starlite had installed a permanent 
wall on the site, which it wasn’t al-
lowed to do. Once the wall was re-
moved, permission was granted 
just in time but only for one year 
and at an increased cost. 

Starlite has said it is impossible 
to plan an event with major inter-
national artists in advance if it does 
not have longer-term operating li-
cences in place. 

Marbella’s Puerto 
Deportivo nightspots 
get over 100 fines for 
disobeying closing 
times  

Starlite is not alone in feeling 
frustration at Marbella council. 
Owners of bars and restaurants 
in Marbella’s central Puerto De-
portivo marina have made an of-
ficial complaint against “legal 
restrictions” imposed on them 
for over a year and have warned 
that the peak tourist month of 
August will be “wasted”. 
Spokesperson Pilar Orsas said 
that businesses “suffer a sys-
tematic police presence so that 

they stop trading completely at 
2am, as the local regulations 
state”.  

The owners feel that in an 
area like Marbella “you can’t 
close its recreational centre so 
soon and remove customers.” 

They are demanding a meet-
ing with town hall leaders, 
claiming that they have legal 
evidence that they should be al-
lowed to open longer. They add 
that some 100 fines have been 
given out to bars, restaurants 
and clubs in the area.  

Marbella’s mayor, José Bernal 
has said that he has met “nu-
merous times” with the owners 
and that police are told to be 
“flexible”, adding however that 
“the law has to be respected 
above all else”. 
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The Diputación is 
mediating in the reignited 
dispute over image rights 
in Júzcar, which hosted 
the launch of the 
characters’ popular films  

:: V. MELGAR / P. GARCÍA 

JÚZCAR. The 240 residents of the 
blue-painted village of Júzcar were 
shocked to find out last week that 
they will have to stop promoting 
where they live as the ‘Smurf vil-
lage’ after all. The surprise an-
nouncement, saying 
that they had until 
15 August to com-
ply with in-
structions to 
take down 
images of 
Smurfs, was 
published 
on the vil-
lage’s web-
site. 

V i l l a ge r s  
had recently 
been told that an 
agreement had 
been reached be-
tween the heirs of Pierre 
Culliford, creator of the popular 
blue cartoon characters, whereby 

r e s i d e n t s  
would pay 12 

per cent in 
royalties for all 

income generated 
from the use of the 

Smurf identity to boost 
tourism in their village. 
Júzcar, a mountain village near 

Ronda, has been painted completely 
blue, rather than the traditional 
white, since 2011 when it won a cast-
ing by Sony Pictures to be the back-
drop of the launch of the first ever 
Smurf film. The village went on to 
host the launches for two more 
films. 

The accolade as “The world’s first 

Smurf village” has been a huge boost 
to the tiny village’s economy, with 
it receiving an estimated 50,000 
visitors a year. 

However the managers of the im-
age rights to the Smurfs, Interna-
tional Merchandising Promotion & 
Services (IMPS), have been unhappy 
for some time that money was be-

ing made thorough the unauthor-
ised use of the Smurfs’ image. 

Villagers had thought that a deal 
had been brokered earlier this sum-
mer, allowing them to carry on ex-
ploiting the cartoon characters’ im-
age, however it now seems that it 
has fallen through. Sources said that 
the breakdown was down to a dis-
agreement over accusations of a pos-
sible levy on the town hall by IMPS. 

Sony asked to help mediate 
The Diputación provincial author-
ity, which has been supporting 
Júzcar and its tourism during its time 
as an all-blue tourist attraction, has 
said that it is attempting to medi-
ate in the dispute with the help of 
Sony Pictures. 

For the moment, it has said that 
it will go ahead with its investment 
programme in Júzcar, even if the 
Smurf name and image cannot be 
used. It has allocated some 300,000 
euros to improve car parks and 
signage, among other initiatives.  

Júzcar town hall has said the vil-
lage will stay blue in order to meet 
the conditions originally laid down 
by the Diputación for the invest-
ment, however the Diputación, al-
though hopeful of a resolution, has 
admitted that the houses will now 
only stay blue as long as the resi-
dents want them to stay that way.

Smurfs told to get out of their blue village

Youngsters enjoy the Smurf theme on the streets of Júzcar, near Ronda. :: SUR
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Andalucía’s agricultural 
sector is facing enormous 
pressure particularly with 
low levels of water in La 
Viñuela and the threat of 
drought in the Axarquía 

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. With a degree in Law, 
Rodrigo Sánchez Haro, has been re-
cently given the post of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Rural Develop-
ment advisor at the Junta de Anda-
lucía. Previously he was Employ-
ment, Companies and Commerce 
spokesperson at the regional gov-
ernment. Sánchez Haro, who is 
from Almeria, wants to assure peo-
ple the priorities for his department 
are to find solutions to the drought 
and make progress in irrigation and 
agriculture in Andalucía and the 
sustainable use of water.  
 
-How are you planning to tackle 
the challenge of the most impor-
tant economic sector in Andalucía? 
–The Andalusian government is 
going to be a strategic ally of the 
agri-food sector in Andalucía. The 
Junta will work side by side with 
the farmers, fishermen and agri-
entrepreneurs to continue to be 
leaders in an area which, as you 
say, has an important role in the 
gross domestic product of the re-
gion; eight per cent. We have the 
most powerful sector in Spain, 
which contributes two per cent of 
the value of agricultural output,33 
per cent of agricultural income and 
provides 10 per cent of jobs in An-
dalucía. I am eager to work as hard 
as possible so that this region main-
tains its position. 
–You have come to Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Rural Development 
without any previous experience, 
which is, without a doubt, a 
handicap.  
– I come from a rural environment 
where farming is part of everyday 
life in the province of Almeria. Ag-
riculture is like the air we breathe 
and we all drink from it to some ex-
tent. In addition, the department 
has a great team of professionals; 
staff that know a lot of different ar-
eas that fall within the remit of this 
department and that will help me 
to manage my day-to-day work as 
an advisor. I am convinced that by 
working as a team we will success-
fully manage the tasks of advising 

and moving the sector forward. 
– You are the fifth Agriculture ad-
visor in eight years. Do you not 
think that is a lot of changes? 
– As I have already said, this de-
partment has professional staff 
who understand the needs and in-
terests of the sector perfectly well. 
For this reason, in spite of the fact 
that there have been changes, the 
work of the Junta in this area has 
not been interrupted. On the con-
trary, it has enjoyed a continuity 
that enables the projects to con-
tinue successfully. 

Meeting the challenges 
– As soon as you came to the post 
you announced that you had come 
“to give more impetus to the ag-
riculture sector”. What challenges 
have you noticed? 
–The main challenge is to work to-
gether with the private sector to 
improve competitiveness and sus-
tainability. I believe that they must 
go hand in hand to overcome the 
challenges faced by professionals 
in farming, fishing and the agricul-
tural fabric of Andalucía. 
– One complaint that Andalusian 
producers have had in recent years 

is that in spite of agriculture be-
ing one of the main sources of 
wealth for Andalucía, the Junta 
does not give it due recognition. 
How do you intend to respond to 
this complaint? 
– Personally I see it in a different 
way. I believe that the Junta has al-
ways supported this sector and this 
is reflected, among other ways, in 
the huge amounts of support that 
the Junta makes available to Anda-
lusians. For example, the last two 
calls for applications for the incor-
poration of young people, in 2015 
and 2016, add up to now an alloca-
tion of 120 million euros and is still 
pending a further extension. There 
are also other subsidies in the 
budget for the modernisation of 
farms and the improvement of in-
dustries, which in both cases ex-
ceeded 100 million euros. In total 
there have been close to a billion 

in incentives that have already been 
made available to the sector 
through the Rural Development 
Programme. Furthermore, the Junta 
has dealt with numerous issues re-
lated to the agriculture and fisher-
ies sector, such as reports, plans 
and regulatory developments. 
–Would you have liked to come to 
the post in a moment less compli-
cated than now, with the threat 
of drought? 
– I am aware of the concern of the 
Andalusian producers and from the 
first day that I came to the post I 
have been aware of the situation, 
analysing how it is evolving and lis-
tening to the demands of farmers. 
I’m here to help in any way that I 
can and that is what I shall do. In 
fact, we are developing protocols 
in the event of a drought being de-
clared in the region. There is never 
an easy time in the agricultural sec-
tor, there are always situations and 
long-term challenges to be ad-
dressed, but it is also a solid sector, 
with a good foundation and a long 
history of overcoming challenges. 

Adapting to climate change 
– Now that you are heading up Ag-
riculture, you will be aware that 
lack of water is the number one 
concern in the Andalusian coun-
tryside and Malaga. What do you 
intend to do on this matter? 
-As I said in my first speech as ad-
visor, water is a vital resource for 
our land and I am convinced of the 
importance of all of us to be aware 
of this. For this reason, advances in 

irrigated agriculture and the sus-
tainable use of water will be a pri-
ority for the Junta, which is also 
concerned with adapting to climate 
change. 
– Farmers are complaining that 
the only thing the Junta is doing 
to get water resources is to look 
to the skies in the hope that it 
will rain. Is this going to be your 
policy? 
– The Junta has opted for direct dia-
logue as the most effective way to 
look for solutions to the challenges 
that farmers face, among which is 
making the most of the water re-
sources we have and adapting to cli-
mate change. For this reason, we 
are going to set up a forum for dia-
logue in the province of Malaga that 
will serve as a meeting point to look 
at challenges faced by the sector as 
a whole but in an individualised 
manner. Finding a solution to the 
problem of water is vital for 
Malaga’s economy and the agricul-
tural activity and for this reason it 
will be a priority over the coming 
years. 

The subtropical sector 
– In Malaga, sectors like the sub-
tropical one have been asking for 
investment to facilitate the trans-
fer of water to the Axarquía for 
years, which, despite having the 
largest capacity reservoir in the 
province, it is the area with least 
water, while in the west of the 
province resources just go directly 
into the sea. Are you going to meet 
their demands? 
– As a matter for the Ministries of 
Agriculture and Environment, I 
think it is important to have com-
munication between all parties in-
volved. The forum for dialogue 
which is gaining motion along with 
the participation of the regional ad-
ministration is going to be really 
useful for irrigators and farmers. I 
am convinced that if we work to-
gether we will be able to find some 
way to move forward in the inter-
ests of producers without harming 
the natural environment. 
– Have you thought about an an-
swer for the producers in the Gua-
dalhorce valley? 
–We are going to put out a call soon 
to help the modernisation of irri-
gation systems for eligible farm-
ers in the area, providing they meet 
the necessary requirements. I 
would like to encourage commu-
nities of irrigators to apply for these 
grants that facilitate the optimi-
sation of irrigation systems. In the 
specific case of the Guadalhorce 
area these changes could aim, for 
example, to the construction of 
pools instead of open channels, 
whose water losses are greater. This 
would lead to improving the com-
petitiveness of farms and their 
partners.

“Water is an essential resource for our land 
and we all have to be conscious of that “

Rodrigo Sánchez Haro Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Development advisor, Junta de Andalucía

Rodrigo Sánchez Haro on a recent visit to Malaga. :: A. P.

“We are developing 
protocols in the event of 
a drought being 
declared in the region”

“We can move forward in 
the interests of producers 
without harming the 
natural environment”
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Some survivors have 
returned home, saying 
they have lived through 
“a tragedy” and are “in a 
bad way psychologically 
and physically”  

:: V. MELGAR / A. PELÁEZ 

RONDA. The town of Ronda has 
been in mourning this week after 
the horrific minibus crash in India 
that killed four travelling compan-
ions from a humanitarian group 
from the Malaga municipality and 
a local driver. 

Six of the remaining nine from 
the group of 13, all injured, were well 
enough to be flown back to Spain 
and arrived at Malaga airport on Tues-
day, while, at time of going to press, 
two are still in hospital and one wait-
ing to return.  

Two of the survivors, showing 
the scars of the accident, spoke to 
waiting journalists. “We’ve been 
through a tragedy,” said one, while 
a fellow group member added that 
“we are in a bad way psychologically 
and physically”. 

The scenes at Malaga airport on 
Tuesday were a far cry from the ex-
citement and expectation the group 
had had on setting out from there 
a week earlier. 

Hit by an oncoming truck 
The group, mostly from Ronda, had 
set out to visit humanitarian pro-
jects in southern India linked to the 
Fundación Vicente Ferrer, a Span-
ish charity. The trip turned to trag-
edy, however, when several days 
into the journey, a minibus in which 
the group was travelling was hit 
head on by a truck on the wrong 
side of the road. 

According to accounts from mem-
bers of the group, after arriving on 
1 August, they had spent five days 
finding out about the charity’s work 
in the Indian state of Andra Praesh, 
north of Chennai, before starting 
out on a private trip last Saturday 
to an orphanage at Puducherry, 
crossing the neighbouring state of 
Tamil Nadu, that is not part of the 
charity’s work. 

It was about 200 kilometres into 
the journey to the orphanage when 
the minibus was hit at about 10am 
by the lorry. The bus was virtually 
destroyed by the impact and the 
lorry driver fled the scene and is 
wanted on suspicion of dangerous 
driving. 

Organised by a yoga centre 
The group trip to India was organ-
ised by a popular yoga centre in 
Ronda. The owner of the Centro 

Baba, Vicente Pérez, who was one 
of the four fatalities on Saturday, 
was also the local Ronda coordina-
tor for the Fundación Vicente Fer-
rer’s work and had arranged the trip. 
Pérez’s wife was one of the more se-
riously injured in the crash.  

A message on the Centro Baba 
Facebook page from last Friday in-
cluding photographs of the trip, 
which was taken down after the 
accident said: “India, a country 
where humanity overwhelms. We 
are visiting the impressive work 
carried out by the Fundación 
Vicente Ferrer.”  

Many of those taking part were 
well-known for their charity and 
volunteer work in Ronda.  

Speaking from her hospital bed in 
Bangalore after the accident, Ronda 
businesswoman Concha Márquez 

Ronda mourns as five die in horror bus 
crash on group humanitarian trip to India 

The travellers’ bus was hit last Saturday morning by a lorry, whose driver fled the scene. :: EFE

Happier times- the group setting off from Malaga airport. :: CHARRYTV

“ I didn’t see much, I lost 
consciousness and I ended 
up among the wreckage, 
they had to take me out” 
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explained what she remembered of 
what had happened. “I didn’t see 
much, I lost consciousness and I 
ended up among the wreckage. They 
had to take me out,” she said. 

“We had set out at about four in 
the morning, we stopped for break-
fast, bananas and coffee. We were 
having an incredible few days.” 

She went on to say that they had 
been taking donations of materials 
to the orphanage in a city to the south, 
believed to include fleeces and glasses. 

Of those killed, three were from 
Ronda and one was from Granada 
province but worked in Malaga. They 
were named as Vicente Pérez, Josefa 
Morán, Nieves López and Francisco 
Pedrosa. The Indian driver of their 
minibus was also killed.  

Mayor of Ronda, Teresa Valdene-
bro, declared three days of official 
mourning after the accident, with 
official meetings cancelled and flags 
flying at half mast. “I want to pass 
on my condolences to the families,” 
she said. Local residents lit candles 
and left flowers at the door of Cen-
tro Baba, which remained open to 
support those family members af-
fected. Messages of sympathy were 
also received from the King and 
Queen and the prime minister.  

Charity in shock 
The head of the Fundación Vicente 
Ferrer charity, Jordi Folgado, visi-
bly affected by the accident, com-
mented from Spain: “It is as if a part 
of our energy has been taken away.” 

The Vicente Ferrer organisation 
aims to take people out of poverty 
in southern India through sustain-
able development. Most donations 
come from sponsoring a child and 
some 150,000 children are spon-
sored this way, sources say.  

The bodies of the deceased were 
expected to arrive back in Spain on 
Thursday evening (yesterday) be-
fore being taken to Ronda. 

Xxx 

xxx 

xxx 

xxx

Kind people who 
were lost in the 
tragedy 

The deaths of Vicente Pérez, Jo-
sefa Morán and Nieves López 
have left a huge void in the com-
munity of  charity workers in 
Ronda, with which they were 
closely linked. Francisco Pe-
drosa, a native of Granada prov-
ince, resident of Malaga and the 
fourth local victim, was also in-
volved in humanitarian work. 
He had stepped in and joined the 
trip when a friend from Ronda 
was unable to go. 

As well as the death of the 
well-liked owner of Ronda’s 
Centro Baba Yoga, Vicente Pérez, 
who organised the journey, the 
accident  also claimed the life of 
Josefa Morán, a retired teacher. 
“She was a person with a huge 
social commitment,” said one 
relative.  Nieves López, a further 
victim, was founder of a local 
ecology and conservation action 
group in Ronda. The driver of 
the visitors’ bus also died.

Vicente Pérez, Josefa Morán, 
Nieves López and Francisco 
Pedrosa. :: SUR

More police called for in 
Cártama after thefts 

CÁRTAMA 
:: F. TORRES. Councillors in Cár-
tama are calling for extra Guardia 
Civil officers to provide policing 
services in their town after a spate 
of robberies. Many of these thefts 
have been from property belong-
ing to the town hall. 

They say that they have been ask-
ing for local reinforcements since 
2006 but that these have not arrived, 
adding that Cártama gets  less 
Guardia Civil support than nearby 
Coín, Alhaurín de la Torre and Al-
haurín el Grande, even though it 
has the second largest population 
of these four towns. The council has 
also given land for a new Guardia 
Civil station but this has been de-
layed due to lack of funds.

IN BRIEF

“Guadalhorce hospital is 
a mere health centre” 

CÁRTAMA 
:: F. TORRES. The regional head of 
the PP party has claimed that the 
Guadalhorce valley’s new hospital 
is nothing more than another 
health centre. The politician was 
criticising what she says is the Junta 
de Andalucía’s failure to get all the 
new services up and running, de-
spite great fanfare when the facil-
ity opened earlier this year. 

The PSOE party, who run the 
Junta, has said the comments are 
unacceptable and serve only to cre-
ate “insecurity over the Andalusi-
can health service” with users. It 
says that everything is working ex-
cept the operating theatres and 
wards, due to electrical problems.   

Workers were busy this week putting together the large show-
ground on the outskirts of Malaga that is the nighttime venue for 
the biggest summer fair in the south of Spain. Many thousands will 
pass by the huge Ferris wheel and other attractions installed for the 
occasion nightly, from 12th to 19th. This year, visitors will be wel-
comed by an illuminated façade recreating the city’s new Aduana 
museum which opened this year. See also ’What to Do’, page 45.  

:: SALVADOR SALAS

FINISHING TOUCHES TO THE FERIA 
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The PSOE party in 
Malaga also wants local 
by-laws to be changed so 
that these celebrations 
can be controlled 

:: A. GÓMEZ / F. JIMÉNEZ / E. 
CABEZAS 

MALAGA. Marbella has just be-
come the latest municipality to an-
nounce that it plans to introduce 
regulations to control behaviour at 
hen and stag parties. Social Rights 
councillor, Victoria Morales, says 
“women are treated as objects” at 
these parties and the town hall is 
considering different ways of con-
trolling such events if they become 
“uncivilised and disruptive.” 
 Malaga, Torremolinos and 
Benalmádena have already an-
nounced that they intend to do 
something about hen and stag par-
ties, which often take place in coastal 
resorts in Spain. The local authori-
ties say the events are characterised 
by sexism, unsuitable dress and mes-
sages, and the loud music, mega-
phones and drunkenness constitute 

a public nuisance.  
In Malaga city, the PSOE party 

said this week that it intends to ask 
for existing by-laws to be modified, 
so that wild parties sending off 
brides and grooms can be regulated. 

 “At present, the Local Police are 
authorised to intervene in cases of 
disruptive behaviour, but when new 
situations arise, such as these par-
ties, they need to be regulated as 
well. They should be specifically 
covered in the by-laws, because hav-
ing fun is one thing, but extreme 
situations which damage the image 
of the town are unacceptable,” said 
spokesman Daniel Pérez, who wants 
Malaga to follow the example of 
other places which have taken simi-
lar action such as Granada, Madrid, 
Mojácar (Almeria) and Conil (Cadiz).  

He pointed out that the annual 
feria is about to start, and said “you 
can’t have a quality fair when there 
are people wearing unsuitable cloth-
ing, using megaphones and behav-
ing in an uncivilised manner.”  

Teresa Porras, Malaga’s council-
lor for Festivals, is not ruling out 
the idea of the regulations being 
changed, but says that all bad be-

haviour should be regulated, not 
just stag and hen parties as such. 

In La Axarquía region, which is 
becoming a popular place for the 
pre-wedding events, there have al-
ready been complaints about a lack 
of control and sexist behaviour, and 
also some controversial practices 
such as ‘handcuffing’, when people 
of short stature, usually dwarves, 
are handcuffed to the groom or bride 
for the whole evening.  

“On alert” 
The councillor for Equality in Vélez-
Málaga, Zoila Martín, says there have 
been no reports of significant prob-
lems at these type of celebrations in 
the town, but she is aware that other 
councils, such as Torremolinos and 
Benalmádena, are considering in-
troducing strict regulations. 
 “We are on alert for this problem. 
We are going to look at the situa-
tion, although we have already in-
troduced some regulations which 
ban people from going outside with-
out a shirt or making a lot of noise,” 
she says.  

With regard to sexist behaviour 
at stag parties, she says this is ‘deni-

grating’ to women. “That has to be 
stopped. I have never liked stag and 
hen parties, I don’t think there is 
anything positive about segregat-
ing people by sex and making fun 
of them.”  

Her counterpart in Nerja, Patri-
cia Gutiérrez, says the council there 
has not encountered any problems 

of this type, although she is aware 
that they occur in towns further 
west such as Marbella and 
Benalmádena.  

She agrees, however, that it 
should not be permitted. “It’s time 
to put paid to the original idea that 
marriage meant an end to individ-
ual freedom,” she says. 

Marbella is looking at ways 
of regulating “uncivilised and 
wild” hen and stag parties

Tourists at a hen do in Puerto Banús. :: J-L

The former mansion of 
singing star Isabel Pantoja, 
where she lived with 
Marbella’s ex-mayor Julián 
Muñoz, is knocked down 
for development two 
years after it was sold  

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA. It became a symbol 
of the massive corruption that 
swept through Marbella in the first 
ten years of the century.  

The eight-bedroom villa called ‘Mi 
Gitana’ (my gypsy) was in the na-

tional spotlight when news reached 
the world of the scale of the ‘Opera-
tion Malaya’ scandal that rocked the 
resort and its local council.  

Located at the entrance to Nueva 
Andalucía, on the La Pera estate, 
and near Puerto Banús, this was 
the former home of Isabel Pantoja, 
the famous singing star.  

Home of the mayor’s lover 
Pantoja became the lover of Mar-
bella’s mayor from 2002-2003, Ju-
lián Muñoz, and they stayed to-
gether as a couple until 2009 as the 
country’s media trained its lenses 
on their home. Both Pantoja and 

Muñoz served prison sentences. 
Pantoja was arrested there in May 
2007. 

In earlier days, before meeting 
Muñoz, the villa had seen happier 
times for Pantoja, when it was truly 
on the social circuit with events there 
regularly making the gossip columns. 

But it will be for Pantoja’s in-
volvement with the mayor and her 
help laundering some of the black 
money that was flowing around 
the town that it will be best re-
membered. 

Now it has gone, after bulldoz-
ers moved in to knock it down in 
the last few days.  

The large home makes way for 
two smaller properties after it was 
sold by the artist, known for her 
flamenco-style singing, in 2015, 
reportedly for 2.2 million euros 
and while she was still in jail. She 
had been asking for 3.8 million.

End of villa that became a 
symbol of local corruption

Site of the house which Pantoja sold for 2.2 million in 2015. :: J-L
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ESTEPONA. We often complain 
as we head down to the beach, 
trying to keep hold of the sun um-
brella, the towels, the coolbox etc. 
“It’s so difficult to do this!” we 
think. Perhaps, though, we should 
stop complaining, after hearing 
about the problems faced by 11-year-
old Leonardo Rueda and his elec-
tric wheelchair.  

For Leonardo, the trip from his 
house to the beach is a real ordeal, 
a journey full of obstacles. His mo-
ther, Tamara Jiménez, has now star-
ted a social media campaign to 
highlight the fact that the accesses 
to the beach which have been adap-
ted for use by disabled people are 
all in the town centre. 

Tamara says that as soon as Eas-

ter arrives the beaches in Estepona 
centre are ready and can be accessed   
by people with reduced mobility, 
but that isn’t the case in outlying 
areas such as Hacienda Beach, six 
kilometres away, where she and her 
son live.  

“Every year I go to the town hall 
and ask for a disabled access to the 
beach in my area. Every year. They 

know we need one. But they only 
do them in the town centre,” she 
says.  

As a result of her social media 
campaign, the council has now ins-
talled wooden boards on the sand  
but Leonardo’s chair has small whe-
els which become trapped. There 
are also different levels, gaps bet-
ween the pathway and the pave-

ment, and steps. It makes it impos-
sible for anyone who uses this type 
of wheelchair.  

Leonardo suffers from Duchen-
ne muscular dystrophy, a genetic 
degenerative condition. It is so rare 
that only 800 children in Spain have 
it. Tamara says that when he was 
very small he used to fall over a 
great deal. She thought it was a pro-

blem with his balance, but no. Sin-
ce he was eight years old, Leonar-
do has had to use an electric whe-
elchair. His mother tries to enable 
him to be as independent as possi-
ble, but he continually encounters 
barriers.  

“I often think God has given me 
a son like this so that I will go out 
and campaign,” says Tamara. Other 
times, she wonders if she is too de-
manding or whether she complains 
too much. “But we just want things 
to be as simple as possible for Leo-
nardo, and not just for him but for 
everybody who has a disability and 
has a problem in getting about by 
themselves,” she says.  

Another thing she asks for every 
summer is a chair which enables 
disabled people to go into the wa-
ter, because these are available on 
the beaches in the town centre. “I 
have to carry him in my arms to get 
him into the water. I weigh 38 ki-
los and he weighs 26, and having 
to carry him is giving me a hernia,” 
she says.  

She is grateful to the council for 
giving her a No Parking sign so no-
body else can park outside her hou-
se, and for building a ramp to her  
entrance, but she continually co-
mes up against obstacles in their 
everyday lives. For example, the 
local buses  have platforms which 
can be lowered but they are only 
suitable for ordinary wheelchairs, 
not electric ones. Nor do the chil-
dren’s playgrounds have any 
equipment for disabled youngsters, 
and Tamara wants a swing to be 
installed for Leonardo, at least. 

Leonardo at the top of the steps down to the beach near his home. :: CHARO MÁRQUEZ

A mother from 
Estepona is 
campaigning so that 
her disabled son is able 
to enjoy trips to the 
beach near their home

Inaccessible accesses to the beach

CHARO 
MÁRQUEZ

 diariosurestepona@gmail.com 
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Improved facilities for 
world-beating luxury 
private vessels 
measuring the length of 
a football pitch could be 
built next to Muelle Uno 
shopping centre  

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. Malaga’s rejuvenated 
port area, now a major leisure at-
traction, has been hosting an in-
creasing number of private megay-
achts in recent years, among them 
some of the largest, most luxuri-
ous and famous in the world. 

Most of these use Malaga as a 
base to top up on supplies, drawn 
by the attractiveness of the city, 
ease of access, good security and 
competitive mooring prices. And 
this is despite the port having no 
special facilities for these impres-
sive world-beating vessels. 

However, all that could soon 
change and Malaga could be see-
ing even more megayachts. The 
port authority, part of the Junta 
de Andalucía, has announced early 
plans for a new marina with space 
for 40 luxury floating boats from 
40 to 100 metres long, the length 

of a full-sized football pitch. 
The new facility would be on 

the Marqués de Guadiaro quay, the 
stretch of the port next to the 
dockside shopping centre that runs 
towards the city centre. It would 
resemble the huge private yacht 
marinas of Miami with a gardened 
protective outer wall. 

The Melilla ferry terminal would 
move to the other side of its cur-
rent dock to allow more space. 

So far, a study of the flow of cur-
rents in that part of the dock has 
been carried out, which has made 
some recommendations for im-
provements to ensure the large 
boats can moor safely. 

Growth forecasts 

Port bosses are encouraged by eco-
nomic data that shows that there 
are 100,000 private yachts over 40 
metres long in the world and an-

other 755 under construction.  
Malaga port is seen as an ideal 

stopping off point before yachts 
make the crossing to the Caribbean. 
As yet no detailed design or speci-
fication has been drawn up. 

The proximity of Malaga’s air-
port is also seen as a key to the pro-
ject’s long-term success. A heliport 
would be built for transfers to the 
airport as well as Marbella and 
Puerto Banús. 

Malaga port plans new ‘Miami-style’ marina 
for megayachts to cope with rising demand  

Megayacht Octopus, owned by Microsoft founder Paul Allen, on the site of the proposed moorings. :: SUR

:: SUR 

MALAGA. Both the developers 
and architect behind plans for a 
135-metre tall tower housing a 
hotel in Malaga’s port have sepa-
rately called for a fast decision to 
be made on the project’s future. 

Abdullah Al Darwish, a Qatari 
businessman who represents 
those behind the development, 
has pleaded with officials to work 
together to grant the required 
planning permission. “We can’t 
wait for ever. Its time to make a 
move,” he said. 

Meanwhile the tower’s archi-
tect, José Seguí, writing in SUR, 
has said that these type of pro-
jects “cannot be subject to nos-
talgic resistance”. 

Developer and 
architect both call 
for fast decision 
on proposed hotel 
tower in port 

The proposed tower. :: SUR
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200 properties were 
evacuated and the 
flames came to within 
four metres of some of 
them, although they 
were not damaged 

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 
ESTEPONA. At 4.30pm on 
Wednesday the 112 emergency serv-
ice began to receive calls to say there 
was a fire and thick smoke in the 
area by the Velerín river mouth, near 
Estepona. It had broken out in an 
inhabited area, close to the woods.  

People in the residential com-
plexes of El Velerín and Dominion 
Beach, where there are about 200 
homes, were evacuated as a precau-
tionary measure. The flames came 
within four metres of the proper-
ties closest to the blaze, but none 
of them suffered interior damage, 

although smoke did get inside three 
of them. Nobody was injured. 

The spokesperson for the local 
fire brigades, Álvaro Bautista, said 
later that the self-protection plan 
which had been drawn up by peo-
ple living in the residential devel-
opments had proven effective and 
had reduced the impact of the fire.  

“When they had to leave, people 
made sure their doors and windows 
were closed to stop the smoke get-
ting in, and that also stopped the 
fire damaging the inside of their 
properties,” he said.  

The Infoca organisation sent 16 
firefighters, a specialist, an environ-
mental officer and two helicopters 
(one for transport and the other to 
drop water over the area) to the 
scene. Other fire fighters came from 
Estepona, together with Guardia 
Civil, Local Police, National Police 
and Civil Protection officers. 

The fire was under control by 7pm 

and the Infoca operatives withdrew, 
although the others remained. At 
8.50pm the residents were told they 
could return to their homes.  

It is not known exactly how 
much woodland was damaged by 
the fire, but reeds, pine trees and 
undergrowth were burned. At 
9.10pm the fire was deemed to be 
completely extinguished, but fire 
fighters remained on the scene to 
monitor the situation and keep 
spraying the area with water.  

Only the day before, the Junta de 
Andalucía had presented its cam-
paign in Marbella for fire preven-
tion in the urban-forest interface 
area. 

 The regional government’s dele-
gate in Malaga, José Luis Ruiz Espejo, 
said that 60 per cent of fires which 
have occurred in the province so far 
this year have been in areas such as 
this, and the cause is usually negli-
gence by agricultural workers when 
they are driving in woodland areas 
or clearing urban areas which are 
near woods.  

So far there have been 115 fires, 
62 of them in interface areas, where  
362 hectares of land have been 
burned, and the remainder were for-
est fires which affected 210 hectares. 

Residents of two complexes near Estepona 
had to leave their homes when a fire spread

Firefighters working in the area on Wednesday. :: JOSELE-LANZA
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In a joint operation 
between the National 
Police, Guardia Civil and 
police in Estonia, three 
other leaders were also 
detained in Tallin  

:: SUR 

MALAGA. The National Police, 
Guardia Civil and police from Es-
tonia, working together on an op-
eration called Fulcrum-Carinatus, 
have broken up the biggest Russian 
drug-trafficking organisation in Es-
tonia, called Kemerovo. A police 
raid carried out simultaneously in 
both countries has resulted in the 
leader of the organisation being ar-
rested in Mijas, and three other 
members have been detained in Tal-
lin (Estonia).  

The Estonian authorities have 
been investigating this criminal 
group for more than two years. The 
operation took on another dimen-
sion after the revenge killing of the 
top name in the Russian criminal 
world in Estonia in September 2016. 
Before his death, according to a 
statement issued by the National 
Police in Spain, he had exercised 
total power and it was he who re-
ceived money from the criminal 
organisations based in Estonia, as 
their contribution to the so-called 
‘obshack’, or ‘common account’.  

He had been involved in all as-
pects of crime (weapons traffick-
ing, drugs, extorsion, prostitution, 
people trafficking) and acted as a 
judge whenever disputes arose be-
tween other leaders. His absolute 
power had been recognised since 
the 1990s, and he presided over 
the so-called ‘shodkas’, meetings 
which were attended by the 15 
most influential criminals. Such 
was his power that these meetings 
were known in the underworld as 
“the round table”.  

At one of these meetings he 
withdrew his support for another 
member of the group who until 
then had been controlling the am-
phetamine market in Estonia, but 
had lost merchandise worth one 
million euros. Because of this, ‘the 
boss’ is said to have ordered that 
he was to be killed. This led to a 

battle between the different or-
ganisations over who would take 
the place of the dead man and there 
were several killings and shoot-
ings between the clans, all of 
whom wanted more control over 
criminal activities and specialities.  

This latest police operation tar-
geted the leader of the Kemerovo 
organisation in Spain, who was in-
volved in all types of crime al-
though he mainly concentrated on 
drug trafficking.  

As the police explained, there 
were two reasons this man was in 
Spain. On one hand he wanted to 
set up an operational base for these 
criminal activities, and on the other 
he needed to launder money.  

Security is also believed to have 
been a factor in his decision to 
move to Spain, because he feared 
that he would become the victim 
of one of the aforementioned ‘bal-
ance of accounts’ killings.  

One of the hired assassins involved 
in these shootings, who belonged to 
a rival organisation to Kemerovo, had 
been detained in June in Reus (Tar-
ragona), shortly after arriving in Spain. 
A short while previously, in Estonia, 
he had shot one of the members of 
Kemerovo after barging into a meet-
ing which was taking place at a hotel 
in Tallin. The police are not ruling out 
the possibility that his presence in 
Spain was related to the ongoing war 
between clans.  

As soon as the head of the crimi-
nal organisation had settled in Mi-
jas, Spanish and Estonian police set 
up a joint operation to find out what 
illegal activities he was involved in. 
He had put strong security meas-
ures in place, and from his base here 
he issued instructions to his most 
trusted assistant about controlling 
the drugs market in Estonia. 

Once there was sufficient indi-
cation of criminal activity, the si-
multaneous operation was carried 
out in Tallin and Mijas. When offi-
cers searched the property in Mijas 
after his arrest, they found docu-
mentation and computer material 
which is now being analysed, an axe 
and a large knife which he had hid-
den under his pillow. 

At the same time in Tallin, the 
other leaders of the organisation 
were arrested, including the deputy 
leader of the group, a martial arts 
expert who recruited the so-called 
‘soldiers’ of Kemerovo in the gym-
nasium he managed. They then took 
orders directly from him.  

Ten of these ‘soldiers’ have been 
detained in the past year by the Es-
tonian security forces. Their homes 
were also searched, and computer 
material and documents seized. 

The head of Russia’s biggest drug-
trafficking gang arrested in Mijas

The head of the criminal organisation was arrested in Mijas. :: AFP

The leader of the group 
moved to Mijas to 
launder money and 
because he felt safer

Restaurant blaze 
damages Puerto Marina 

BENALMÁDENA 
:: A. GÓMEZ. A fire in a restau-
rant in the Puerto Marina port 
complex in Benalmádena on 
Tuesday lunchtime has caused 
considerable damage to one of 
its buildings, emergency services 
have said.  

The fire broke out in the 
kitchen of Sakura, an Asian res-
taurant that overlooks the ma-
rina. Firefighters sprayed flame-
retardant foam into ventilation 
shafts to stem the blaze. 

Restaurant-goers and people 
in nearby shops were evacuated 
as the flames spread, however of-
ficials have said that nobody was 
injured as a result of the fire or 
during the evacuation, however 
they couldn’t rule out that some 
people would be feeling the ef-
fects of smoke. The cause of the 
blaze wasn’t immediately known. 

112 REPORTS

Romanian man dies in 
San Pedro police station 

MARBELLA 
:: H. BARBOTTA. A 35-year-old 
Romanian man died last Friday 
in the Local Police station in San 
Pedro, where he was being ques-
tioned by officers along with two 
others. According to sources, he 
wasn’t under arrest at the time. 

The men were in a car on the 
Ronda road when it was stopped 
by Local Police. One of the ve-
hicle’s occupants was visibly 
nervous, police said, and, on be-
ing searched, a butterfly knife 
was found hidden between his 
legs. Irregularities in the car’s 
paperwork were also spotted. 

Police then escorted the car 
and its occupants to the police 
station for more checks, where 
the victim suffered a heart at-
tack in front of his two friends. 
Neither the police nor emer-
gency services were able to re-
suscitate him.
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Suspects face fine of up 
to 600,000 euros after 
air traffic controllers in 
Malaga issued a plea over 
Twitter to find the culprits 
when pilots raised the 
alarm on Tuesday night 

:: I. LILLO / A. FRÍAS 
MALAGA. Two Britons are facing 
huge fines after threatening the 
safety of aeroplanes coming into 
land at Malaga airport by shining 
high-powered laser pens into the 
eyes of the pilots.  

The alarm was raised late on 
Tuesday night when several pilots 
of passenger aircraft that were com-
ing into land from over the sea at 
around 11pm reported being dis-
tracted by the illegal pointing of 
lasers into their aircraft. 

Air traffic controllers, seeing the 
risk of a plane being brought down, 
immediately called police and sent 
out a message over their  Twitter 
account in an attempt to find the 
culprit. One pilot, who knew the 
area, said that they appeared to be 
coming from the direction of ho-
tels in nearby Torremolinos. 

The lasers soon stopped, suppos-
edly as the security services had 
been called out on the ground to 
search the area before a potentially 
catastrophic fatal accident. 

Lucky coincidence 
By a fortunate coincidence an off-
duty police officer  staying at the 
Hotel Don Pablo in Torremolinos 
saw green laser rays coming from 
a balcony in the building and took 
a photograph. 

H e a r i n g  
news of the 
alert the next 
morning, he 
told col-
leagues, who 
used the photo-
graph to work out 
what floor the dan-
gerous light was com-
ing from. 

Two British holi-
daymakers, a man 

aged 41 and his 15-year-old son were 
found with two green laser pens 
in their room. 

The suspects now face a fine of 
between 30,000 and 600,000 euros 
for contravening national security 
laws. Police on Thursday released 
images of the seized pens. 

High-power laser pens are 
banned from public sale, although 
they can be found on the internet. 

The risk arises as the light can re-
bound into an aircraft cabin at criti-
cal moments of a flight, such as take 

off and landing, as happened 
on Tuesday night. “Peo-

ple do it as a game but 
they don’t think of 

the damage they 
could cause”,  
said a pilots’ 
r e p r e s e n t a -
tive. The lasers 
can also cause 
eye damage. 

Pilots have 
said that these 

type of incidents 
with lasers are more 

common over the sum-
mer, particularly 
during open-air fi-
estas and concerts.  

Britons caught putting planes at risk 
by pointing illegal lasers from hotel 

Archive photo of a pilot being distracted. :: SUR
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Police image of the 
seized lasers. :: SUR

:: ÁLVARO FRÍAS 

TORREMOLINOS. A 53-year-
old man from the Netherlands 
failed to endear himself to police 
recently after his detention by 
dropping his trousers in Torre-
molinos police station and try-
ing to relieve himself on the of-
ficers present. Fortunately only 
the floors and walls got wet. 

The incident was the culmi-
nation of a bizarre series of events 
which saw the man and a 48- 
year-old friend, also from the 
Netherlands, detained.  

The men’s car was stopped in 
Torremuelle, Benalmádena late 
at night by police for erratic be-
haviour. Both men showed signs 
of heavy drinking, officers said. 

The driver, who was the 48-year 
old, allegedly refused to take a 
breathalyser test and instead de-
cided to use the reading machine 
as a form of flute to play a tune on. 

Increasingly frustrated by the 
lack of cooperation, the officers 
searched the men and the vehi-
cle finding knives and a gym 
weight. The men were held and 
taken into Torremolinos police 
station, where they became in-
creasingly violent and disruptive. 

Dutch man in hot 
water for 
urinating on police 
in Torremolinos 
following arrest
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:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. A joint opera-
tion carried out by officers of the na-
tional and local police forces of Tor-
remolinos and Benalmádena last week 
has resulted in the seizure of more 
than 5,000 counterfeit items. 

Police intercepted around 100 
people in a raid carried out in La Cari-
huela last Thursday, as part of an op-
eration to rid the area of illicit street 
traders.  

A patrol of Local Police officers con-
verged on the promenade in La Cari-
huela and the maze of surrounding 
passageways, while another set up a 
blockade near the Sol House hotel, a 
place known to be a meeting place 
for the traders. 

In an attempt to avoid being caught 
with the illegal merchandise, many 
of the vendors abandoned their wares 
on the promenade, while others 
threw goods into the sea when they 
detected the presence of the police. 

Items seized in the clamp-down 
on the hawkers included imitation 
designer shoes, handbags, football 
shirts, baseball caps, watches and 
jewellery.  

One man, believed to have been 
an undocumented migrant, was ar-
rested by the National Police during 
the operation. The suspect was said 
to have been in possession of almost 
150 counterfeit watches at the time 
of his arrest.  

Rafael Fontalba, chief of the Local 
Police in Torremolinos, said, “The op-
eration was a success and concluded 
without any notable incident.”  

The project is part of a joint effort 
by both Torremolinos and 
Benalmádena town halls to tackle 
the continuing problem of street trad-
ers. In addition to the unlicenced trad-
ing, local business owners have com-
plained that the large presence of 
street vendors gives the area a bad 
image.  

Victor Navas, mayor of 
Benalmádena, said, “In addition to 
preventing this illegal activity and 
to insure the integrity of local busi-
ness owners, the town hall will con-
tinue to try to find an amicable solu-
tion to this problem.”

Police seized fake designer handbags during the operation. :: SUR

Police seize counterfeit goods 
in raid on illegal street vendors
Many of the vendors 
abandoned their wares 
on the promenade, 
while others threw 
goods into the sea when  
detected by police :: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Torremolinos 
town hall has announced it is to 
award the deceased architect, An-
tonio Lamela, a posthumous Me-
dalla de la Ciudad de Torremolinos 
in of recognition of his out-
standing contribution 
to the town’s archi-
tectural heritage. 

The honour, 
which has been 
made possible 
with the coopera-
tion of the Malaga 
College of Archi-
tects, will be accepted 
by Lamela’s son on 27 
September (Día de Torre-
molinos), during a cere-
mony that is part of a cul-
tural week dedicated to 
the architect. 

The internationally-renowned 
architect, who had received count-
less awards for his work, died at 
his Madrid home on 1 April 2017.  

Lamela helped to turn Torremo-

linos into the emblem of the Costa 
del Sol during the 1960s and 70s 
and his legacy includes the former 
Hotel Tres Carabelas in Montemar, 
the iconic Plaza La Nogalera and 
the Cercanías train station.  

La Nogalera, which was built in 
1963, represented an architectural 
landmark in the town. Lamela de-
signed six apartment blocks linked 
by elevated walkways over land-
scaped gardens. The complex cov-
ered an area of around 23,000 
square meters, with swimming 

pools, restaurants, bars and 
recreational areas. It 

was inaugurated in 
1966 in the golden 
age of Torremoli-
nos, and eventu-
ally became the 
town’s gay dis-
trict. 

Lamela was also 
responsible for nu-

merous other projects 
in Spain, including Ma-
drid’s Santiago Bernabéu 
football stadium and Ter-
minal 4 of Barajas Airport. 

The Medal of the city is a Span-
ish civil decoration awarded by 
town halls to individuals for out-
standing achievements. The award 
is honorific, since it does not in-
volve any financial benefit.

Antonio Lamela. 
:: J R LADRA

Posthumous medal for 
pioneering architect

Antonio Lamela has 
been recognised for his 
outstanding contribution 
to Torremolinos’ 
architectural heritage
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:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ  

BENALMÁDENA. Parks and gar-
den staff in Benalmádena went 
back to work at the end of last 
week after seven days of industrial 
action. 

The 63 local employees of FCC, 
the company that has the contract 
to maintain the area’s green spaces 
from the council, were protesting 
after seven of their members had 
been ordered to go and work in 
Malaga city, also on FCC contracts. 

A September return 
In an agreement reached last Fri-
day between the town hall and FCC, 
the seven workers will stay in 
Malaga until 31 August and will re-
turn to Benalmádena after their 
summer holidays on 15 September.  

While councillor for Parks and 
Gardens Joaquín Villazón said the 
decision was “satisfactory”, the meas-
ure was received with “scepticism” 

by the workers, who want the con-
tract with FCC to be cancelled. 

They claim that since FCC took 
over the running of the gardening 
services, they have been forced to 
accept frozen salaries and bonuses 
to avoid being transferred or made 
redundant.  

In a march also organised last 
Friday, they carried banners say-
ing “In defence of our jobs” and 
“Where is the Left in the town 
hall?” 

Within the council, the Podemos 
partners in the PSOE-ruling coali-

tion have called for the service to 
be brought back under direct coun-
cil control, claiming that “green 
spaces have got a lot worse”. 

Blamed on funding cuts 
The operators FCC have blamed the 
transfer of staff to Malaga on the 
fact that Benalmádena council has 
cut the funding for its parks and 
gardens by over a million euros.  

They say it has forced them to 
cut costs. Relations with the staff 
have been bad for some time after 
earlier similar disputes.

The muncipal gardeners marched in Benalmádena last Friday. :: SUR

Strike by town’s park workers 
ends but discontent simmers on
Gardeners in public 
green spaces in 
Benalmádena  say that 
their employer, FCC, has 
repeatedly broken 
promises they made 

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. The ex-mayor of Mijas, 
Ángel Nozal, and leader of the PP 
group on the council is to be 
quizzed by an investigating judge. 

The formal interview will take 
place on 5 October and is in con-
nection with the supposed offer 
of a job at Club la Costa resort to 
local Podemos-CSSP councillor 

Francisco Martínez.  
The offer was reportedly made 

in a secret meeting between No-
zal, Santiago Martín (another PP 
councilor) and Martínez, in which 
the PP representatives asked, 
among other things, for the rival 
councillor’s support in a no confi-
dence vote against current mayor 
Juan Carlos Maldonado. 

The meeting was taped by 
Martínez and news of it first pub-
lished in SUR four months ago. San-
tiago Martín will also be called to 
give his version of events. 

Nozal is also currently under in-
vestigation over suspected links to 
three other corruption and irregu-
larity investigations from his time 
at the helm of Mijas.

Former Mijas mayor to 
be quizzed by judge

Ángel Nozal is under 
investigation over an 
alleged job offer to a 
rival councillor in 
return for supporting 
him return to power 

Ángel Nozal (centre) is being investigateed in four cases. :: SUR
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The objective behind the 
initiative is to reduce the 
environmental impact    
of tourism on the 
Mediterranean coast 

:: JENNIE RHODES 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Vélez-Málaga, 
including its seaside resort of Torre 
del Mar, is one of five tourist des-
tinations participating in the Euro-
pean ConsumelessMed initiative 
which promotes the idea of sustain-
able tourism in the Mediterranean, 
the town hall announced last week.  

The other towns involved are Ra-
gusa and Realmonte in Italy, Gozo 
in Malta,  Naxos in Greece and Sa-
randa in Albania.   

“The main objective of this pro-
ject is to change the way of under-
standing tourism from the point 
of view of the visitors and inhabi-
tants in touristy areas of the Medi-
terranean,” tourism councillor, 
Jesús Pérez Atencia said at the press 
launch of the project in July. He 
added that “with this initiative    we 
want to reach a significant reduc-
tion in the environmental impact 
that tourism has at a local level.”  

The project will look at areas 
such as seasonal tourism, water and 
energy consumption, the genera-

tion of waste during peak seasons 
as well as the importance of involv-
ing tourists in responsible con-
sumption.  

The launch of the initiative 
comes at a time when the Axarquía 
is facing its first drought in almost 
a decade with the Viñuela reser-
voir at minimum levels. 

 Vélez-Málaga environment 
councillor, Marcelino Méndez-
Trelles, highlighted the importance 
of the initiative “given the diffi-
cult moments we are going through 
with the lack of water resources in 

the Axarquía.” 
Atencia said that participating 

businesses will receive an “envi-
ronmental assessment” to make 
sure they “follow the philosophy 
of the project.”  

ConsumelessMed is partly fi-
nanced by the EU’s European Re-
gional Development Fund (ERDF) 
and has the common goal to “pro-
mote a unique and inclusive brand 
for supporting sustainable tourism.”

Vélez-Málaga joins other European 
towns in sustainable tourism project

Torre del Mar is participating in a sustainable tourism project. :: SUR

z·   www.consumelessmed.org

IN BRIEF

Thousands of shoes 
removed from river bed 

NERJA 
::  SUR. Thousands of shoes have 
been removed from the bed of the 
Chillar river in Nerja in the sec-
ond clean up of the summer. Upon 
completing the route many visi-

tors throw their shoes, tied to-
gether by the laces, over the over-
head cables; a tradition that caught 
on several years ago. The town hall 
has called for visitors to be “civil” 
and to help them to keep the area 
clean. A third clean up has been 
scheduled for the end of Septem-
ber, coinciding with the end of 
summer season.

Town hall provides 
extra free parking 

TORROX COSTA 
:: E. C. Torrox town hall announced 
on Monday an additional 1,000 free 
parking spaces in Torrox Costa and 
El Morche. The announcement came 
after complaints were made to the 
local authority about traffic prob-
lems near the Ferrara beach area 
when a circus was in the area. In 
principle the additional parking will 
only be available during summer.

Government considers  
sewage station options 

NERJA 
:: E. C. Spain’s environment min-
istry is considering terminating the 
contract with Isolux-Corsán-Cor-
viam, the company responsible for 
building Nerja’s waste water sta-
tion. The company went into ad-
ministration which led in part to 
the stoppage to work in April. The 
government has signalled that work 
is unlikely to start again this year.

1000s of shoes have been removed from Río Chillar. :: NERJA TH
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22 NEWS FOCUS ON FINANCE

T
his week saw Mariano 
Rajoy issue his latest 
warning to the increas-
ingly aggressive separa-

tists in Catalonia. On Wednes-
day, he asked the regional gov-
ernment – headed by the fervent 
secessionist Carles Puigdemont – 
to act with “common sense” and 
to “isolate the extremists and 
radicals who are influencing the 
[independence movement]”.  

The Spanish prime minister’s 
most recent request for modera-
tion among separatists in the 
north-easterly region of Spain 
comes amidst heightened concern 
that secession would damage the 
Spanish and Catalonian econo-
mies. Yet it is unlikely that Puig-
demont will pay any heed to ei-
ther Rajoy or a worried business 
community: indeed, he seems de-
termined to win independence 
from Madrid at almost any cost, 
both economically and politically 
speaking.  

This is odd, given that his sup-

port in Catalonia seems to be 
waning. According to the latest 
poll by INE, Spain’s national sta-
tistics institute, general support 
within the region for independ-
ence is at 35%, down from a peak 
of 49% in 2013, when Spain was at 
the height of its financial crisis. In 
fact, ever since then, as Spain’s 
GDP started to expand and unem-
ployment started to fall, support 
for independence has been de-
creasing in Catalonia. This sug-
gests that moderate supporters of 
secession don’t want to risk de-
railing Spain’s return to mac-
roeconomic health.  

The Catalonian president’s bull-
ish tactics in pushing the inde-
pendence movement forward sug-
gest he is not bothered by this 
poll, nor with one conducted by 
Deloitte a couple of weeks ago for 
the Spanish daily El País. This sur-
vey revealed that 75% of Spanish 
business executives think that 
the Spanish economy will be dam-
aged if Catalonia splits from 

Spain. That figure rose to 100% 
among executives working in 
tourism, an industry that is cru-
cial to Puigedemont’s region: last 
year, Catalonia received 17.4 mil-
lion visitors, making it the princi-
pal destination in Spain for for-
eign tourists.  

Of course, the issue of whether 
Catalonia should be allowed to 
split from Spain involves much 
more than economic considera-
tions. For many Spaniards outside 
of Catalonia, the issue provokes 
viscerally negative reactions. A 
usually-serene Andalusian friend 
of mine erupted when I asked her 
about Catalonian secession re-
cently: “What they are doing is 
crazy, selfish and disrespectful. 
They are showing no concern for 
Spain”, she said. Such an attitude 
is common among Spaniards out-
side of Catalonia.  

Yet Puigdemont ploughs on re-
gardless, and has vowed to hold a 
controversial independence refer-
endum on 1 October. The Catalo-
nian president says it is wrong to 
assume the returning strength of 
the Spanish economy will deter 
die-hard separatists such as him-
self. Of course, much legal uncer-
tainty surrounds the questions of 
whether the vote will go ahead 
and, even if it does, whether it 
will have any validity (Rajoy says 
it won’t); but as it approaches, its 
orchestrator appears to worry-
ingly out of touch with reality.

LOSING TOUCH

MARK  
NAYLER THE EURO 

ZONE markanayler@gmail.com 

Teexmicron, a Spanish 
company, has also 
decided to install the 
world’s first ecological 
atmospheric water- 
bottling plant in the area 

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. Teexmicron, a world 
leader in the production of equip-
ment that collects drinking water 
from the atmosphere, has set its 
sights on the Malaga area to install 
a plant to make atmospheric gen-
erators of drinking water.  

The firm, which sells its prod-
ucts to the construction, hotel, ag-
riculture and military industries, 
as well as for humanitarian aid, said 
last December that it planned to 
set up in Andalucía and stop manu-
facturing in China and Brazil. 

Teexmicron, which is based in 
the northern Spanish region of As-
turias, plans on investing some 
two million euros in the project, 
according to its president, Víctor 
Fernández. 

Cordoba is also being consid-
ered, however according to Fernán-
dez, one of the advantages of the 

Costa del Sol is the higher air hu-
midity as it is close to the sea. 

If Malaga is finally chosen as 
site of the factory, some 80 per 
cent of the equipment will be for 
the export market. A first phase 
will create 35 new jobs, rising to 
70, in a factory covering 8,000 
square metres. As yet the exact lo-
cation being considered in the area 
hasn’t been revealed. 

Bottling plant confirmed 
Teexmicron has, however, con-
firmed that it will be installing the 
world’s first ecofriendly bottling 
plant for water collected from the 
atmosphere using the firm’s tech-
nology. They are in negotiations 
to work with LY, a company based 
in Alhaurín de la Torre. 

The Teexmicron Water System 
is patented and generates very pure 
drinking water by extracting it 
from the air through condensa-
tion. The generators can typically 
produce between 100 and 10,000 
litres a day, although there are 
larger plants capable of producing 
300,000 litres a day. 

The bottling plant would start 
out creating between 30,000 and 
40,000 litres of water a day.  

Costa under consideration 
for plant that creates 
water out of thin air
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The foreign minister’s 
comments were 
cautiously welcomed in 
Gibraltar, but there is still 
strong resistance to the 
idea of joint sovereignty  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Spain’s foreign min-
ister, Alfonso Dastis, appeared to of-
fer a conciliatory tone over Gibraltar 
in an interview with a Spanish news-
paper this week, saying that his gov-
ernment will not use it as a bargain-
ing tool to jeopardise Brexit.  

 There had been concern that Spain 
would demand joint sovereignty over 
Gibraltar as a condition of not block-
ing deals made between the UK and 
the EU, especially after the EU granted 
Spain what amounts to a double veto 
by saying that no deals which would 
affect Gibraltar can be done between 
Britain and the EU after the UK has 
left unless Spain agrees to them. 

The foreign minister stressed that 
regaining Gibraltar is still very im-
portant to the Spanish government, 
to complete Spain’s ‘territorial integ-
rity’, and he hoped that the people of 
Gibraltar could be convinced that it 
is worth exploring the route of joint 

sovereignty and that it would be bene-
ficial to them as well, but “what I 
don’t want to do is jeopardise an EU-
UK agreement by subjecting it to a 
need to alter Gibraltar’s status at the 
same time.... I won’t make an agree-
ment between the EU and the United 
Kingdom conditional on recovering 
sovereignty over Gibraltar,” he said. 

His words were greeted with cau-
tion in Gibraltar. Although in gen-
eral the change of tone was wel-
come, especially after the more hos-
tile approach taken by  Dastis’s 

predecessor José Manuel García Mar-
gallo, most people still feel very 
strongly that they wish to remain 
British. 

 In two referenda in the past, Gi-
braltar voted overwhelmingly 
against any type of Spanish involve-
ment. Chief minister Fabian Picardo 
said this week that the government 
would consider holding a third ref-
erendum if the need arose, and that 
he had no doubt what the result 
would be, despite Brexit and the 
challenges it poses for Gibraltar.

Spain says it will not use 
Gibraltar to jeopardise Brexit

Spain’s foreign minister, Alfonso Dastis. :: SUR

IN BRIEF

Local teenagers repaint 
Referendum Steps 

GIBRALTAR 
::  D.B. The steps leading to the 
Upper Rock, which are known lo-
cally as Referendum Steps, are 
being repainted with the Union 
flag by 15 teenagers from the 

Youth Service as part of the run-
up to the celebrations to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the first 
referendum, which took place in 
September 1967.  

The youngsters, who are said 
to be “very excited” about par-
ticipating in the project, have 
been learning about the history  
of the referendum at school. 

44th International Art 
Exhibition 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. Entries are being invited for 
this year’s International Art Exhi-
bition, which is open to local art-
ists who are aged 16 or over on 6 
November this year. The entries 
will be displayed in the Gustavo 
Bacarisas gallery from 8 to 18 No-
vember, and there are five prizes 
ranging from £1,000 to £4,000.

Gibraltar’s fintech 
sector moves forward 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. The premium global fintech 
business Xapo has announced that 
it is starting to operate in Gibral-
tar and has been granted an E-
money licence by the government. 
Minister for Commerce Albert Isola 
says Xapo will help to consolidate 
Gibraltar as a centre of excellence 
in this up-and-coming sector.

The pupils with teachers and government ministers. :: SUR

GIBRALTAR
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Guards have been 
overwhelmed as their 
stations are charged, as up 
to 3,000 more people are 
said to be waiting in the 
hills to cross into the city 

:: MELCHOR SÁIZ-PARDO 

MADRID. Spain has partially closed 
its land border with Morocco in an 
unprecedented move to combat an 
increasing surge of illegal migrants 
storming the frontier and over-
whelming the border guards on 
duty. 

Early last Monday morning, 186 
immigrants caught the eight offi-
cials on duty by surprise when they 
raced across the border post that 
joins Morocco to Ceuta, a Spanish 
city on the North African coast on 
the other side of the Strait of Gi-
braltar. A further large group made 
the same trip the next night. 

The Interior Ministry, working 
with the Moroccan government, be-
lieves that there are between 1,500 
and 3,000 sub-Saharan Africans 
camped out in the hills near Ceuta 
and Tangier, waiting to enter the 
Spanish city and who have been en-

couraged by others’ recent success. 
Until the middle of next week, 

the El Tarajal II border post will be 
shut. This is a new crossing set up 
for the 4,000-5,000 human carri-
ers of smaller, tolerated contraband 
that cross between Spain and Mo-

rocco every day. In the summer the 
carriers’ numbers drop. 

This shutdown will allow police 
and border guards to concentrate 
their efforts  on the old El Tarajal I 
post and the protective fencing that 
rings the city.

A group of sub-Saharan Africans after entering Ceuta on Monday. :: REUTERS

Fear of immigrant surge 
partially shuts Ceuta’s border

SPAIN

The Guardia Civil are 
ready to step in and 
cover if current offers are 
rejected and stoppages 
by security staff continue  

:: SUR 

BARCELONA. The industrial ac-
tion by security guards checking 
passengers at Barcelona airport 
could get worse if the four differ-
ent proposals on the table to end 
the dispute aren’t accepted. 

Workers have called for an in-

definite strike from 14 August if 
their demands for better pay and 
conditions are not met. Authori-
ties have said that the Guardia 
Civil are ready to step in and take 
over the services operated by 
Eulen, a private contractor, if that 
happens. 

Last weekend partial stoppages 
caused chaos at the El Prat airport. 

Meanwhile security workers 
in the Galician airports of Santi-
ago and A Coruña have said they 
will launch partial strikes later 
this month if their requests for 
better conditions are not met. 

Barcelona airport crisis 
could still get worse and 
strikes could spread

The long wait at the city’s El Prat airport last weekend. :: EFE

Juana Rivas, from 
Granada, is in hiding 
since failing to comply 
with a court order to 
hand them over  

:: SUR 

GRANADA. Juana Rivas, the Gra-
nada woman who is in hiding since 
failing to comply with a court order 
to give up her two children in late 
July, must hand them over to her 
former partner, Granada’s top court 
ruled on Thursday.  

Juana brought her children, aged 
11 and 3, back to Spain from Sardinia 
a year ago.  

The father of her children had 
been condemned in his native Italy 
on a domestic abuse charge in 2009 
and Juana returned to Granada to 
make a further complaint against 
him in 2016. However, the father 
has taken sustained legal action to 
recover the children.  

Juana’s refusal to hand them over 
has drawn widespread attention.   
Supporters claim that the authori-
ties haven’t carried out their duty to 
protect her and her family but the 
judge on Thursday disagreed. 

Mother told by court to give 
her children back to former 
partner who abused her

An archive photo of Juana explaining her case to journalists. :: EFE
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W
ith a few honour-
able exceptions, 
poetry and song 
are two art forms 

that are best kept far apart. Po-
ems set to music or song lyrics 
read on their own are usually a 
pretty grim experience to behold. 
It’s true that Leonard Cohen’s 
wordplay sounds just as good with 
or without music owing to the 
fact that poetry was his preferred 
form of expression as a young 
man. Some Paul Simon lyrics and 
a few Bob Dylan works also main-
tain a certain level of artistic dig-
nity when deprived of musical 
accompaniment. Ed Sheeran 
(‘Last night you were in my room 
and now my bedsheets smell like 
you’) by contrast, doesn’t quite 
make the grade, I’m sure we can 
agree. 

Quite often, when I’m mooch-
ing about the place doing noth-
ing in particular, song lyrics will 
begin to swirl around my head 
and, very often, they’ll be of the 
more complex variety. An old fa-
vourite of mine is Gentle On My 
Mind by John Hartford. It’s a fine 
example of a lyric that can be read 
from a page and which sounds 
just as good in its own right as it 
does with music. Sample lines: ‘I 
dip my cup of soup back from a 
gurglin’ cracklin’ cauldron in some 
train yard/ My beard a rustlin’ 
coal pile and a dirty hat pulled 
low across my face/ Through 
cupped hands round a tin can I 
pretend to hold you to my breast 
and find/ That you’re waving from 
the backroads, by the rivers of my 
memory/ Ever smilin’ ever gen-
tle on my mind.’ 

The fact that it’s got a cracking 
melody to boot, only adds to the 
beauty of it all. Dean Martin’s is 
probably the definitive version, 
simply because of its swing and 
verve as well as the marvellous 
brass arrangement it offers. 

As always though, Glen Camp-
bell’s interpretation has a 
uniquely magical quality. It’s to 
be found somewhere in between 
the yearning tone of his voice and 
his immaculate phrasing. When 
this man sang a lyric, he was liv-
ing it and you were living it with 
him. We lost Glen Campbell this 
week and the world of popular 
music will be a much poorer place 
for that. Very few voices touch 
such a vast number of people. 

 RIP Glen  Campbell - we hear 
you singing in the wire, we can 
hear you through the whine.

Lord of the Glens
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

SANSÓN

RIP Ángel Nieto
I’m feeling sad as I contem-
plate the loss of the maestro 
Ángel Nieto, who will not be 
with us anymore. 

Ángel, a wonderful human 
being, always a source of mo-
tivation, inspiration and trust, 
an inspiration for all of us who 
had the fortune of coming into 
his ambit; he has left us for a 
heavenly abode. 

May the memories and the 
love that he shared bring back 
the moments of togetherness, 
love and hope. 

You will always be remem-
bered. I pray that your soul 
rests in peace and loved. 

To his family and children,  
no words may heal the pain 
now, but his presence and aura 
will last forever. Let the good 
memories comfort you all to 
handle the pain. 

Adios Ángel Nieto. You were 
a real hero, an icon, a legend 
and a thirteen-time (12+1) 
world champion. 
AKINRADEWO A. OROBOLA 

BY EMAIL

Soft toys 

Am I the only one who found 
the back page article this week 
[4 to 10 August] rather off-key?  

From the photo and head-
line (“A big cuddly thank you 
for saving my life”) I thought 
I was going to read a heart-
warming story about a child 
who gave a collection of toys 
to a hospital, but no. It was 
about a grandfather who “do-
nated” his granddaughter’s 
toys. Where is the generosity 

of spirit or the gratitude in giv-
ing away someone else’s old 
toys? And are second hand 
fluffy toys going to be appro-
priate in a children’s hospital? 
I hope at the very least the 
child was asked, and properly 
thanked.... 

Incidentally I do agree with 
Mr Masters that the Spanish 
health service is brilliant, and 
I wish him a full recovery from 
his illness. 
ROBERTA WILLIAMS 

BY EMAIL

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

THERE IS A PRIZE FOR THE BEST

CONTRIBUTION TO THIS PAGE

SO PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ADDRESS

We accept letters by email (surinenglish.su@diariosur.es), post 
or fax, but they must include identification and a telephone 
number, and be exclusive to SUR in English. We do not publish 
anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by contributors to this 
and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily reflect 
those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced without written permission from the publishers.

I
T may be that Venezuela isn’t 
producing enough news to fill 
the time slots, or because the 
law courts take a holiday in 

summer, but for several days now 
TV news channels have been allo-
cating time to a group which has 
been ignored until now, a group 
which spends its time harassing 
tourists.  

It seems this isn’t important 
enough to cause any alarm and it 
is possible that it will prove to be 
as fleeting a phenomenon as a sum-
mer storm, but for the moment it 
is keeping the media entertained. 
There is no better way than draw-
ing attention to the presence of an 
enemy than to give them public-
ity, even though the price is that 
we are giving notoriety to a group 
whose only objective is to achieve 
fame and celebrity through acts of 
hooliganism. Some villains are so 
necessary that if they didn’t exist, 
someone would have to invent 

them. 
So far, these groups have only 

acted in the Balearics and Catalo-
nia, which seems to indicate that 
the real cause of their concern is 
not, in fact, the direction that tour-
ism is taking in places where it 
seems impossible to contain, but 
is actually about other matters 

which feature on the political 
agenda these days. 

On the other hand, functional 
opportunists have appeared who 
tepidly disassociate themselves 
from these actions but then go on 
to applaud their supposed contri-
bution to opening the debate, as 
if it is necessary for tourists hav-

ing lunch in a beach bar to be har-
assed, or as if stones have to be 
thrown against the fronts of ho-
tels so that we start discussing the 
way our principal economic sec-
tor is heading. 

It is evident that tourism needs 
to be permanently under review 
and cannot be left to the capricious 

winds of the market. Deregulation 
is not good policy in a sector bat-
tered on one side by wild exter-
nalisations and on the other by an 
avalanche of demand which needs 
to be channelled selectively to pre-
vent it dying from its own success. 
But this is a debate which has been 
ongoing for some time and all the 
hooligans are doing is giving a le-
gitimacy, through rejection, to  the 
most entrenched positions.  

Some people say that here in the 
south we can’t afford to be phobic 
about tourism because we have no 
alternative activity. This is only partly 
true, because the deep-rooted cause 
is very different. From the Phoeni-
cians to the present day, we have 
been receiving visitors for several 
thousand years. We have never re-
jected anybody who has contributed 
something. Our smiles to tourists are 
ancestral. That is what makes us dif-
ferent, from those bumpkins wear-
ing fancy dress in modern times. 

Tourism-phobia

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 
On twitter: @barbotta

Look glum, keep your head down and 
don‛t look at any of the monuments We‛ll look at 

them at home later 
on the internet

We 
have make 
sure they 

don‛t realise 
we‛re 

tourists!
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T
hey speak with real 
passion about what 
they do, describing it 
not as a profession, 
but as a life. The 
adrenaline rush 

which comes from standing in front 
of a music stand, with dozens of 
pairs of eyes watching every move-
ment of your hands, is like no other. 
However, if you happen to be a 
woman, a conductor’s life is not an 
easy one. 

 “I am constantly knocking on 
doors, and when they shut them in 
my face I wait for a while and then 
knock again,” jokes Silvia Olivero, 
who is 42 and a veteran on the stage 
of concert halls in Malaga.  

Eloísa Domínguez, who is 26 and 
has just qualified, says it cheers her 
up to hear that she is not the only 
one in that situation, but she is also 
surprised that women are still “look-
ing for a place” after so many years.    
“That’s right,” says Silvia. As 39-
year-old María Ángeles Rozas ex-
plains, “as a woman, there is no way 
to access first division orchestras; 

it’s very difficult.” Not that that 
stops them trying.  

“This is like a sport. You can’t give  
up because if you do then you lose,” 
says María del Mar Muñoz Varo, who 
is 31. “And when you’ve caught the 
conducting bug, you can’t get rid of 
it,” says Mariló Carrillo, 41.  

These five female orchestra con-
ductors from Malaga talk about their 
experience in a discipline in which 
there are far more people looking 
for posts than there are positions 
available. They have to be brave, but 
contacts are important as well. “So-
metimes contacts and talent go to-
gether, and sometimes they don’t,” 
says Eloísa.  

It is still unusual for a woman to 
be involved in such a traditionally 
masculine world. “I can’t wait to get 
wrinkles and grey hair, to see if some 
of them respect me more and stop 
referring to me as ‘girl’,” says Silvia.  

Make no mistake: they don’t feel 
sorry for themselves, and they don’t 
want anyone else to pity them either. 
In fact, although people still ask why 
they want to conduct orchestras, all 
five are making a living from music, 
through concerts, conducting bands, 
teaching new generations and beco-
ming involved in ambitious projects. 
However, the reality is clear: not one 
woman is the senior conductor of a 
large orchestra in Andalucía. Only 

three have conducted the Malaga 
Philharmonic Orchestra in its 26 years 
of existence, and one of them was 
María del Mar, in the ‘La Filarmóni-
ca frente al Mar’ cycle, at the Edgar 
Neville auditorium. In the 2018/19 
programme, Lucía Martín will be 
doing the same.  

Thirteen pupils in ten years 
They are seen less on stage because 
fewer females decide to focus their 
career on this aspect: in the past ten 
years, only 13 girls registered for this 
course at the Senior Conservatory 
of Malaga (the only one in Andalu-
cía to offer it), and this year there 
are no girls at all among the five stu-
dent conductors.  

These women insist that ability 
has nothing to do with gender. “The 
important thing is to conduct with 
strong, clear and expressive move-
ments. It makes no difference 
whether it is a woman’s arm or a 

man’s arm holding the baton,” says 
María Ángeles, who teaches large 
groups at the Senior Conservatory 
of Jaén. She says that in terms of 
educational level men and women 
are equal.  

“It is only a question of time be-
fore people think it is normal for wo-
men to conduct and it will no lon-
ger cause so much comment,” says 
María del Mar. There is still a way to 
go, though, and their own experien-
ces and the way in which they tack-
le their profession reflects that.  

Silvia says that has been met with 
responses such as “It can’t be this 
year because we have already had a 
woman,” or “When I said I was loo-
king for a Spanish conductor, I 
meant a man, not a woman.” 

“If they think I’m not capable of 
doing the job then let them call me 
an idiot or whatever, but they don’t 
do that. The reason they give is that 
I’m a woman,” she says. She is the 
only female in the conducting de-
partment of the Senior Conserva-
tory Orchestra of Malaga, the first 
to conduct Las Flores music band 
and has been a guest conductor for 
several orchestras elsewhere in Spain 
and in Romania (it is not unusual 
for conductors from Malaga to visit 
Romania thanks to the mediation 
of the former conductor of the OFM, 
Octav Calleya, who also teaches at 

the Conservatory). 
Silvia defines the way she beha-

ves in front of an orchestra very 
clearly: “The clothes I put on are 
medium size and my conducting te-
chnique is large size,” she says. She 
doesn’t want to attract attention so 
she sticks to clothes which are as 
neutral as possible, hoping that the 
public and the musicians see her as 
a person doing their job, not as a 
man or a woman.  

“I don’t dress in feminine clothes 
because people would judge me for 
being female. I just want them to 
watch the baton,” says Eloisa. 

 Not all of the women agree, 
however. María del Mar believes dis-
cretion is necessary for all conduc-
tors, male or female. “If a conduc-
tor turned up in bright coloured clo-
thes, everyone would laugh at him,” 
she argues. “I have felt more judged 
by women than by men.”  

“There have always been people 
like that, though,” says Mariló Ca-
rrillo, who has never considered 
letting her gender interfere with 
her plans. She says she has experien-
ced positive discrimation, too: a 
couple of months ago she conduc-
ted a concert in Valcea (Romania) 
for Women’s Day and will be going 
back next year, this time to Macau, 
for another event linked to women.  

Conducting and teaching 
The women all combine conducting 
and teaching, because the latter is 
a more stable job and one tends to 
lead to the other.  

“I have a vocation for teaching, 
but I need to conduct because the 
more I do it the more I can teach,” 
says Eloisa, who teaches at the Triar-
te studio and also conducts two 
bands in Granada.  

It may still be difficult for women 
to conduct philharmonic orchestras, 
but it is more common with smaller 
groups of this type. “It is an interes-
ting experience too,” says Silvia.  

Without a professional sympho-
ny orchestra, teaching also gives them 
the chance to conduct the musicians 
around them. For example, María del 
Mar conducts the orchestra at the 
Gonzalo Martín Tenllado Conserva-
tory, where she also teaches. Two 
months ago she left the Professional 
Youth Orchestra of Malaga (JOPMA) 
for another educational project: crea-
ting an orchestral academy.  

María Ángeles has conducted 17 
concerts so far this year with pupils 
from the Senior Conservatory in 
Jaén. “For me, this is my life and I 
love it. I’m not crying over the fact 
that I’m not conducting a philhar-
monic,” she insists.  

They all say that an orchestra, no 
matter which one, is “the best ins-
trument that exists,” with an unli-
mited “versatility, range of colours 
and expressive ability.” They find 
happiness in going on stage and lea-
ding the music of this machine, “with 
the only musical instrument which 
makes no sound,” the baton. 

 And up there, on stage with the 
music, gender doesn’t matter. 

They are still a rare sight in the masculine world of conducting, but that 
doesn’t stop them. Five female conductors talk of their experiences.

Conducting to conquer prejudice

Mariló Carrillo, Eloísa Domínguez, 
Silvia Olivero and María del Mar 
Muñoz, in the Unicaja María 
Cristina Concert Hall. María 
Ángeles Rozas couldn’t attend the 
photo session. :: SALVADOR SALAS

REGINA 
SOTORRÍO

“It is only a question of 
time before people 
think it’s normal for 
women to conduct”
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LEGAL ADVICE

REF. I.P.A.  
Last month I underwent 
plastic surgery, and due to 
medical malpractice I now 
suffer a mild facial palsy. I 
got in contact with a lawyer, 
who told me that he needed 
a medical report to proceed. I 
spoke with a medical expert 
and I paid for the report, but 
since the examination, I have 
asked him to give me the re-

port several times, but he re-
fuses making ridiculous ex-
cuses. What can I do to ob-
tain the report? 
 
If an amicable claim has no ef-
fect, it would be necessary to 
send a registered letter to him 
demanding the handing over 
of the report, and stating that 
if it is not delivered in a cer-
tain term, you will proceed to 
take the appropriate legal ac-
tion and to lodge a claim to his 
professional association. Usu-
ally, this is more than enough 
to get the problem solved, but 
if even so the expert refuses to 
give you the report, you can 
always go to Court. 
 
 
REF. T.E.C.  
I was living in a rented apart-
ment for nearly a year, and 
during that time, due to eco-
nomic difficulties, I could not 
pay five gas bills. When I left 
the apartment, I cancelled the 
gas contract and now the com-

pany is claiming almost eight 
hundred euros for the unpaid 
invoices. I do not agree with 
such a debt, since it amounts to 
nearly 150 euros per month 
and I only ever used the gas 
when having a shower. What 
can I do? 
 
In principle, the gas company 
will try to get the payment of 
the invoices amicably, and if 
you do not pay, they will go to 
Court. In this sense, it is advis-
able to reach an agreement, as if 
they took legal action it is likely 
that you would be sentenced to 
pay the legal costs, and there-
fore the economic loss will be 
even higher. If you want to 
fight against the amount of the 
invoices, you will have to prove 
that the consumption is wrong. 
It would also be advisable to 
check if the invoices correspond 
to the period when you were 
living in the apartment, just in 
case that they were trying to 
charge invoices that do not cor-
respond to you.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

THE NIGHT SKY

It’s that time of year again to wit-
ness the annual celestial firework 
display that is the Perseid meteor 
shower. If you’ve never seen a me-
teor then this weekend is the best 
time of the year to catch one. 

A meteor or shooting star is 
caused when a tiny piece of space-
dust usually no bigger than a grain 
of sand strikes the Earth’s upper 
atmosphere at tremendous speed. 
Friction with the air causes it to 
burn up creating a brief streak of 
light across the night sky. Go out-
side on any given night and if you 
wait long enough you will almost 
certainly see one or two rogue 
meteors. But at certain times of 
the year the Earth passes through 
the debris trail left behind by a 
comet and instead of seeing one 
or two meteors, we are presented 
with anything up to 100 an hour. 

Beginning tonight and into Sat-
urday and Sunday night, the Earth 
will pass through the trail left be-
hind by comet Swift-Tuttle. This 
comet returns every 133 years; 
the last time it was in our neigh-
bourhood was in 1992 and it will 

be back again in 2126 but each 
time it returns it lays down an-
other patch of debris that crosses 
the Earth’s orbit. 

Each year between 11 and 13 
August, the Earth passes through 
the debris creating the meteor 
shower. There are other times of 
the year when we pass through 
meteor showers but the Perseids 
are the most prolific and have 
been observed for many hundreds 
of years. 

The name Perseid comes from 
the constellation Perseus which 

is where the meteors appear to 
radiate from. You may see a me-
teor anywhere in the sky but if 
you follow a line back then they 
all appear to emerge from this 
one point. 

You don’t need any special 
equipment to watch the meteor 
shower, just lay back on a reclin-
ing chair or sun lounger and look 
up, I usually prefer half way up 
the Northeast sky. Try to get in 
an area as dark as possible away 
from any streetlights and wait. 
Patience is the keyword here; you 
really need to commit a couple of 
hours to watching the shower. It 
will take at least 15 minutes for 
your eyes to become dark-adapted 
as most of them are nothing more 
than faint gossamer-like trails. 
Saturday night will be best but as 
the waning moon rises at around 
midnight it will drown out all but 
the brightest. 

There is an internet rumour go-
ing round that this year will be 
the most spectacular shower for 
over 100 years, unfortunately this 
is simply not true and the only 
thing you can predict about the 
Perseids is their unpredictability.

Shower of stars

KEN 
CAMPBELL

z·   More information  : 

www.costadelstars.com

          :: SALVADOR SALAS

          :: SALVADOR SALAS

         :: VIRGINIA JIMÉNEZ

Silvia Olivero 

 Age:   42. 

 Training.   Qualified in Con-
ducting at the Senior Conser-
vatory in Malaga. 

 Career.  Teaches Conducting 
at the Senior Conservatory in 
Malaga. Was conductor of Las 
Flores band. Has conducted the  
University Chamber Orchestra, 
the Malaga Symphony Orches-
tra in educational concerts and 
foreign philharmonics.

Eloísa Domínguez 

 Age:  26. 

 Training.   She qualified in 
Conducting at the Royal Senior 
Conservatory in Madrid, and in  
Composition in Granada. 

 Career.  She teaches composi-
tion at Triarte. She conducts two 
bands in Granada: the Ave María 
and the Huétor Vega band.

Mª Ángeles Rozas 

 Age:   39. 

 Training.   Qualified in Con-
ducting at the Senior Conser-
vatory of Malaga. 

 Career.  Teaches large music 
groups at the Senior Conserva-
tory in Jaén. She will be con-
ducting the Sur de España 
Youth Orchestra and the Gra-
nada Municipal Band in con-
certs in the near future.

María del Mar Muñoz 

 Age:   31. 

 Training.  Qualified in Con-
ducting at the Senior Conserva-
tory in Malaga.  

 Career.   Teaches Orchestra and 
Bands at the Martín Tenllado Pro-
fessional Conservatory. Ex-con-
ductor of the JOPMA. She cu-
rrently conducts the conserva-
tory orchestra and is involved in 
creating an orchestral academy.

THE CONDUCTORS

          :: SALVADOR SALAS

          :: SALVADOR SALAS

Mariló Carrillo 

 Age:   41. 

 Training.   Qualified in Con-
ducting at the Senior Conser-
vatory in Malaga. 

 Career.  Founder of the City 
Choir in Ronda. She has conduc-
ted several orchestras in Roma-
nia. She says she would love to 
create an orchestra in Ronda, her 
home town.
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Ray Murphy had never 
exhibited in Spain before 
and was encouraged to 
enter the competition by a 
friend he met in Cómpeta 

CÓMPETA. On the opening day of 
his first ever exhibition in Spain, at 
the Galería de Bellas Artes in Cóm-
peta, Ray Murphy learned that his 
entry had been chosen as this year’s 
Cómpeta Noche del Vino poster.  

Ray is from Essex, where he lives 
and runs a business with his wife 
looking after children, which they 
have done for over 20 years. They have 
been visiting Cómpeta regularly since 

2009 and although they have never 
lived outside the UK, Ray says that 
he “would consider Cómpeta”. 

Despite never working as 
a full-time artist, he 
hopes to be full-time 
in the near future. “I 
am a self-taught 
artist and have 
painted from a 
young age,” he 
says. 

Ray says that 
his inspirations 
come from land-
scape, seascape, wild 
animals and beautiful 
women and that the artists 
that most inspire him are pro-
fessor Ken Howard, “because of his 
mastery of tone”, and Joaquín Sorolla, 
“because of his mastery of colour and 
light”. 

First competition 
Ray explains that a good friend, who 
he met on his first visit to Cómpeta, 

s u g g e s t e d  
that he should 

design a poster 
for the Noche 

del Vino compe-
tition after he’d 

seen some old posters 
on the walls of a bodega in 

Cómpeta and Ray asked him about 
them. 

“I was delighted to have my work 
chosen as it is a great feeling to have 
one’s work appreciated and acknowl-
edged,” Ray says of his success. It is 
the first competition that Ray has 
entered. 

As for the poster design, he says: 
“I wanted to create a story. I wanted 
to combine the wine, the grapes, 
something traditionally Spanish and 
a little bit of magic, hence the crea-
tion of the flamenco dancer dancing 
the fruit into wine.” 

Ray returned to Cómpeta on 5 
August for the official presentation 
of the poster. However, the event was 
postponed until Wednesday at the 
last minute due to the death of a rela-
tive of one of the organisers, mean-
ing Ray was unable to attend. Due to 
prior commitments he won’t be at 
this year’s Noche del Vino either, to 

which the artist confesses he has 
never been.  

Although the exhibition has now 
finished, much of Ray’s work can be 
found on his website: www.paint-
themouse.com. 

Cómpeta’s Noche del Vino will 
be taking place on Tuesday 15 August. 
As well as being the day of the town’s 
patron saint, Nuestra Señora de la 
Asunción, who is said to look after 
the vineyards, it also marks the time 
when the town traditionally waved 
off the grape harvesters, who would 
be away for up to three months pick-
ing the fruit in the fields around 
Cómpeta.  

The first Noche del Vino 
In 1974 the first Noche del Vino was 
a spontaneous party which started 
when local resident, Aurelio Fernán-
dez Navas, gave away free wine to lo-
cals and the event has taken place 
every year since then. 

It has become known as one of 
Cómpeta’s most important local fi-
estas and takes place around the Plaza 
de la Vendimia during the day, before 
moving to Plaza Almijara for a con-
cert in the evening.  

Free wine is still provided and mu-
sic and dancing is the order of the day, 
going on well into the night.

British artist has design 
chosen for this year’s 
Noche del Vino poster

Ray, second right, at his exhibition opening and 
inset details of the winning poster design. :: SUR

z·   For more information, visit : 
www.competa.es

JENNIE  
RHODES


 rhodes_jennie@hotmail.com

On Monday morning a 
500kg bull will run 
through the streets of 
San Roque chasing 
hundreds of participants 

:: ASH BOLTON 

SAN ROQUE. It's fair to say it's not 
everyone's cup of tea but next Mon-
day, 14 August, at 7am, several hun-
dred people are set to literally run for 
their lives through the streets of San 
Roque for the town's annual bull run. 

The event takes place on the last 
day of the town's feria and sees a 
500kg, fighting bull chase locals for 
500 metres through a steel barricaded 
route to the town's bull ring. 

Dating back to 1649, the bull run 
started when the original Spanish in-
habitants of Gibraltar would go to the 

old Shrine of San Roque (built in 
1508) in pilgrimage and hold a bull 
run. The shrine was located in the old 
quarter of the town where the par-
ish church is today. 

The tradition then continued af-

ter the Spanish population founded 
San Roque in 1704, when British and 
Dutch forces took the Rock. 

Next Monday's bull run will see 
the fighting bull spend an hour in the 
bull ring with the runners, before 

three younger bulls replace him. 
Carlos Jordan, San Roque Tourism 

coordinator, told SUR in English that 
the event draws thousands of people 
– packing the bull ring to its 3,000 ca-
pacity. 

He explained: “Once the bull is in 
the arena, the participants are allowed 
to pretend to be matadors, but with-
out harming the bull in any way. Af-
ter a while, the bull is put back in the 
pen and the organisation let three 
young bulls loose which are quite 
dangerous and are more agile.” 

Carlos added that runners are given 
a shot of Aguardiente (a strong spirit) 
at 6am near the start of the run be-
fore the bull is let loose, to give them 
courage. 

“Runners are mainly young peo-
ple in their twenties and early thir-
ties, some have had a bit too much to 
drink at the feria that night, but oth-

ers take this really seriously and are 
far more athletic,” Carlos said. 

“As far as spectators are concerned, 
there are people of all ages, families 
with children and senior citizens. 
Mainly people who like watching the 
event, but don’t want to take any 
risks.”   

Unlike some local bull fights, the 
bull run doesn't attract protests. Dur-
ing the event no one is allowed to 
touch the bull and a local association 
runs alongside the animal to make 
sure no one hurts it. Afterwards the 
bulls are sent back to a stockbreeder's 
estate in the countryside. 

Carlos said that if you want a “rush 
of adrenaline and you are into taking 
risks” then participants will enjoy 
the run. 

He added: “It isn’t everybody’s cup 
of tea, although no harm is done to 
the bull and participants are at more 
risk than any of the bulls. If anyone 
wants to come down and watch the 
bull run, then get here at 6.30am to 
get a seat in the bull ring.”

The 500kg bull has been known to hospitalise runners. :: A. B.

Thrill seekers head for San Roque

z·   www.sanroque.es
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SUMMER PHOTOS ACROSS THE PROVINCE

:: PEDRO JAÉN

British singer, songwriter, rapper  and 
record producer Craig David recently 
performed at the TS5 Pool Party at La 
Sala by the Sea Marbella.

CRAIG DAVID 

CONCERT AT LA 

SALA BEACH CLUB

:: ÑITO SALAS

Red buoys marked the route between piers one and two 
of Malaga port for the 58th Swimming Festival. A total 
of 527 swimmers took part, including Malaga mayor 
Francisco de la Torre. 

ANNUAL SWIM IN MALAGA 

PORT ATTRACTS OVER 500 

COMPETITORS 

:: JORGE REY

The Puente Ro-
mano hotel in Mar-
bella hosted the 
only casting for 
Masterchef Junior 
in Andalucía on 
Tuesday. Fifty five 
children, selected 
from nearly 2,000 
applicants, com-
peted to be one of 
the 25 finalists that 
will appear in the 
fifth edition of the 
popular show.

MARBELLA’S 

JUNIOR CHEFS 

ATTEND 

CASTING

:: JORGE REY

Autobello, cele-
brated at the 
Magna Marbella 
Golf Club last 
week, brought 
together thou-
sands of euros 
worth of luxury 
and legendary 
cars including 
John Wayne’s 
gull-wing Mer-
cedes.

LUXURY, 

GLAMOUR 

AND VINTAGE 

LEGENDS 
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Sending a postcard was 
once a way of letting our 
family and friends know 
that we were having a 
wonderful holiday; at one 
time we sent more than 16 
million of them a year  

:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. The traditional family 
summer holiday has always been a 
time for leaving behind the worries 
and strains of our daily routines in 
order to enjoy a few weeks in the 
sun. Probably the only chore we 
would have to attend while visiting 
our chosen destination would be to 
send news of our escapades to fam-
ily and friends back home. Today, 
this is something of an easy task, 
but we once had to rely on the good 
old-fashioned holiday postcard in 
order to do this. 

The first picture postcards ap-
peared at the end of the nineteenth 
century, when British publishers 
were given permission by the Royal 
Mail to manufacture and distribute 
these cards. The revolutionary post-
card, which could be sent through 
the post without an envelope, be-
came one of the sure ways holiday 
makers could let loved ones know 
they were well and that they were 
having a great time. 

The soaring demand for picture 
postcards led to a huge increase in 
the number of postcard publishers 
and they issued cards covering a vast 
range of subjects. 

In the early 1930s, the saucy car-

toon-style postcards became popu-
lar. These were often suggestive in 
nature, making use of innuendo and 
featuring stereotypical characters 

such as vicars, large-bosomed ladies 
and hen-pecked husbands.  

In the early 1950s, the newly-
elected Conservative government 

were concerned at the apparent de-
terioration of morals in Britain and 
decided to regulate these bawdy 
postcards. In the more liberal 1960s, 
the saucy postcard was revived and 
became as popular as the time-hon-
oured stick of rock. During the 1970s 
and 80s however, the quality of the 
artwork and humour began to de-
teriorate and the demise of the saucy 
postcard occurred. 

Sold by newsagents and souve-
nir shops all along the Costa del Sol, 
traditional seaside postcards often 
featured multiple depictions of the 
resort. They were a way of making 
those back home jealous of the fa-
vourable weather conditions and 
cheap drink that we wrote about on 
the reverse of the card, and at one 
time we sent more than 16 million 
of them a year. 

However, the old-fashioned post-

card seems somewhat consigned to 
history by the revolution of the mo-
bile phone. With today’s sophisti-
cated smartphones, we no longer 
need to search out postcards with 
pictures of landmarks, scenic views 
or local architecture, as this is now 
done at the click of a button and sent 
immediately to the recipient.  

So the question remains: are the 
days of sending the good old fash-
ioned postcard now a thing of the 
past?  

Racks of postcards once cluttered 
the doorways of shops and news 
agents in just about every seaside 
resort and, although they might still 
be found in certain areas along the 
Costa del Sol, there are few people 
that still engage in this long-estab-
lished custom. In fact, even the prac-
tice of sending birthday and Christ-
mas cards has declined since the in-
vention of the internet, and, like 
many aspects of yesteryear, the mod-
ern world in which we now live has 
erased the tradition of sending the 
classic seaside postcard. 

Despite the decline in their popu-
larity, they continue to be a signifi-
cant aspect of British culture and 
old cards provide an extremely valu-
able record of the past. The postcard 
might record a village scene or street 
that has long since disappeared. This 
is particularly true in old villages 
where houses and buildings have 
been erased without any record be-
ing made, other than the picture 
postcard, which are no longer in 
print.  

People still search out these old 
postcards, not to send to their 

The postcard, a relic of a bygone era?

Postcards first appeared at 
the end of the 19th century, 
when British publishers 
were given permission to 
manufacture and distribute 
them by the Royal Mail 

Tourists rarely buy picture postcards to send to their families. :: F. G.

Original postcards are now 
highly sought after and 
vintage cards can 
command high prices at 
auction and on eBay
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f r i e n d s ,  
but be-
cause they 
have now 
become a 
collectable 
item.  

Original 
postcards  
are now 
h i g h l y  
sought after, 
and vintage 
cards, espe-
cially those 
published by 
ETW Dennis 
of Scarbor-
ough or Bamforths of West York-
shire, can command high prices at 
auction and on eBay. 

Prices can range from a few 
pounds to several thousand, depend-

ing on the condition, so, even 
though the dreaded mobile phone 
has erased the custom of sending 
cards, these iconic emblems of the 
British holiday are still very much 
in demand.  

Some of the most popular 
cards feature street scenes and 
the social life of bygone days, 
while other collectable post-
cards include images of the Ti-
tanic or famous sports person-
alities and film stars.  

The most expensive post-
card (and the oldest according to 
Guinness World Records) was sold 
at auction for 35,000 euros, so it 
may well be worth checking to see 
if we still have any tucked away with 
our old holiday snapshots.

Sue   Shop owner 

“We rarely sell any 
postcards now”  

Sue, the owner of A Date to Re-
member in Torremolinos, says 
that they did originally sell 
many post cards. However, to-
day she would struggle to sell 
in one month what she used to 
sell daily. 

“We rarely sell any post cards 
now, other than the occasional 
one to the older tourist,” she 
says. 

Jessica Ward  Student 

“I don’t send postcards; 
I have a mobile phone” 

20-year-old British tourist, Jes-
sica Ward, said that it was not 
something she would do because 
it was not necessary, although 
there has been the odd occasion 
when she has sent an amusing 
card back home. 

“If I see something amusing 
that my friends would find funny, 
then I might, but in general, no. I 
have a mobile phone for that.” 

Bob Andrews   Taxi driver 

“I only ever sent them 
to my mum and dad ” 

Bob Andrews has been coming to 
the Costa del Sol for more than 
30 years and, until recently, he 
would always send a few post-
cards back home. 

“I only used to send them to 
my mum and dad because they 
did not have a mobile phone, 
but since they passed away I’ve 
obviously stopped sending 
them,” he says.

A THING OF THE PAST?

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. British journalist and 
translator Muriel Pilkington, re-
membered on the Costa del Sol 
for her political columns in the 
newspapers The Town Crier and 
The News, died last week at the 
age of 74.  

Born in Sunderland, UK, in March 
1943, Muriel first moved to Spain 
in 1964 where she lived and worked 
until 1970. 

She then returned to the UK and 
worked at the BBC Radio newsroom 
in London, but in 1977 she left the 
country again, this time for Vene-
zuela, where she would spend the 
next 25 years. 

In Caracas she worked as a free-
lance translator and journalist, join-
ing the English-language newspa-
per The Daily Journal in 1983 and 
taking over as editor of its Sunday 
magazine in 1998. Her work there  
was highly regarded and earned her 
an award from the late Venezuelan 
president Hugo Chávez.  

In 2002 she decided to relocate 
to Spain, fearing that the economic 
and political situation in Venezuela 
could get worse. 

She moved to Coín and, after 
working for a while with SUR in 
English, went on to write for local 
publications The Town Crier and 

The News, where she became po-
litical editor.  

Former editor of The News, Kym 
Wickham, wrote in a tribute last 
week: “Muriel was a kind-hearted 
person but was also one of the most 
feisty people I have ever met.” 

“She knew her stuff inside and 
out and, if it was anything to do 
with Spanish or South American 
politics, her knowledge was second 
to none,” said Kym.  

Muriel shared this knowledge in 
her lectures on the Spanish Civil 
War for the U3A groups in Alhaurín 
el Grande. She also helped with 
translations at health centres, hos-
pitals or banks. “Many people will 
miss Muriel for her kind-hearted 
help in this department,” said Kym.

British journalist 
Muriel Pilkington dies

Muriel Pilkington. :: P. W.Multi-picture 
postcards were once 
very popular with 
tourists, but they are 
now a thing of the 
past. :: SUR
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BRIT BACK

T
o the weather. Which 
is pretty simple. Rain 
or showers for much 
of England and Wales 

with scattered showers in Scot-
land and Northern Ireland”, said 
a newsreader on the radio this 
morning. 

It is August and the weather 
here in the UK is a familiar mix 
of brief spells of sunshine punc-
tuated by rain. A lot of rain. In 
fact it is predicted to rain all this 
week with yellow alerts in place 
for torrential downpours and 
thunderstorms. 

So, a typical soggy summer 
here in Britain. A year after we 
returned to live in England I’m 
still shocked by how much it 
rains here in June, July and 
August. I am a rare individual in 
our village because I love the 
damp climate. While everyone 
around us grumbles about the 
unseasonal weather and grudg-
ingly relocates the annual fête 
to the village hall or shuffles 
guests at a weekend barbecue 
into the garage I can’t help but 
feel this is because they have 
never lived in a drought-prone 
area with long periods of 40 de-
gree heat. 

Well I have - and it is hellish. 

When we were situated inland in 
the Axarquía I began to worry 
about the madness of the sum-
mer months as soon as Easter was 
over. Not just the extreme heat 
which meant us hiding within 
the thickwalls of our ‘casa de 
campo’ with the shutters down 
while our vegetable garden shriv-
elled away, only emerging from 
the gloom to jump into the car 
and whack up the a/c but worse, 
not a drop of municipal water for 
weeks on end. 

Now we no longer have to en-
dure Andalusian summers we 
never will, willingly, again. Here 
in East Anglia - actually one of the 
driest areas of the UK - the hedge-
rows are still dark green and ver-
dant, the leafy trees offer shade 
when the sun occasionally burns 
bright and our garden is carpeted 
with soft springy grass. 

Better still we live close to a fa-
mously pretty river, the Stour, 
which was painted by John Con-
stable and Thomas Gainsborough 
among others and meanders 
through fields and meadows lined 
with weeping willows to the sea. 

In the summer the river is brim-
ming with life. On the water moor 
hens, ducks and swans paddle 
around the swathes of wild water-

cress and kayakers, making the 
most of the relative warmth and 
the long light evenings, navigate 
their way over locks and weirs. It 
sounds too good to be true but it 
is all real. 

Last Saturday Sudbury hosted 
its 137th Regatta. Hundreds of 
valuable rowing boats were 
towed to the town from locations 
all over Britain. Gazebos lined 
the stretch of waterfront where 
the racing was to take place and 
rowers in team-matched lycra 
onesies gathered together. There 
was a bouncy castle,  a cake stall 
and the ubiquitous beer and bur-
ger tent. 

Mid afternoon the skies 
turned dark, there was an omi-
nous roll of thunder and the rain 
began. It poured and poured and 
great streaks of lightening shot 
through the air. The beer tent 
where we had fortuitously found 
ourselves at the right time be-
gan to sag with the weight of wa-
ter and anyone left outside was 
completely soaked through. I 
couldn’t stop smiling. Of all the 
things I love about England now 
summer rain is my absolute fa-
vourite. After many sweltering 
Augusts in Andalucía it seems 
like a miracle.

After many sweltering summers in 
Andalucía, summer rain is a miracle

Water

POLLY               
RODGER BROWN

A typical, British summer scene. :: ARG_FLICKR

“
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GARDENING

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation, 
or send them via Twitter 
@SUR_English or Facebook 
@surenglish and we’ll do 
the rest!

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

DENISE BUSH 

It’s still too hot to do much 
gardening so here’s the last 
part of the A to Z: Inflorescen-
ce - the grouping or arrange-
ment of flowers on a plant. In-
volute – rolled inwards. Lan-
ceolate – longer than broad, 
usually refers to the leaves. 
Maculate –spotted. Monocar-
pic – flowering and setting 
seed only once before dying. 
Node – the part of the stem 
where leaves or branches arise. 
Noxious – not only poisonous 
but may also refer to plants 
that are invasive and harmful 

to the environment. Palmate – 
a leaf with veins radiating from 
a central point. Pubescent – 
downy. Rhizome - a perennial 
underground stem also called 
a stolon or runner. Scabrous – 
rough to the touch. Spathe – a 
large bract ensheathing a 
flower head. Sport – a natura-
lly occurring variant of a spe-
cies. Trifid – split into three 
parts (bifid two parts), not to 
be confused with triffid! Tuber 
– underground storage organ. 
Viscid – coated with a sticky 
secretion. 

GARDENING HINTS FOR AUGUST

A - Z of plant terms, part 3

Gomphrena globosa is native to Bra-
zil, Panama and Guatemala but is 
cultivated in many countries around 
the world. It is prized in Hawaii for 
making leis, in Nepal for making 
garlands to celebrate ‘Brother’s Day’ 

and in Trinidad the flowers are val-
ued as much as for decorative pur-
poses as they are for making a tea 
to treat gripe in babies. 

Globe amaranth is relatively low 
growing, anywhere from 15cm to 
a metre tall. It is therefore a useful 
plant for front or middle of a bor-
der, especially in cottage garden 
schemes. Pinching out the first new 
growth in spring will help 
to make it bushy 
and bear more 
flowers al-
t h o u g h  

this isn’t strictly necessary.  It can 
also be used as a specimen plant or 
grown in a container. Globe ama-
ranth loves full sun; partial shade 
may result in fewer flowers and 
straggly growth.  It also needs good 
drainage.  

The blue-green leaves and stems 
are covered with fine white hairs, 
especially on new growth, and the 
flower heads are made up of tiny 

florets grouped together and 
resembling those of clo-

ver. They come in a 
range of colours 

from white and 
yellow to pink, 
red and lavender 
and do not need 
deadheading as 
they will con-
tinue to flower 

as long as condi-
tions are right.  

Globe amaranth 
makes an excellent 

cut flower and stems 
may start to root in the 

vase. It also can be dried easily. 
The flowers should be picked just 
as they are opening and hung up-
side down in bunches, in a cool, airy 
place.  They will keep their colour 
for many months.  

Besides bringing colour to a bor-
der or patio they also attract butter-
flies and other important pollinat-
ing insects.  Globe amaranth is usu-
ally pest free but can sometimes de-
velop mildew, especially if planted 
too close together. It is not drought 
or cold tolerant and will need to be 
watered regularly.  The seed can be 
collected and sown in spring al-
though the resulting plants may 
not have flowers the same colour 
as the parent. The seeds are poor 
germinators and sometimes soak-
ing in water for a few hours before 
sowing will increase the germina-
tion rate.  

Cultivars to look out for are G. 
globose ‘Bicolour rose’ which has 
pink and white flowers and ‘Straw-
berry fields’ which has large red 
flowers. 

The Globe amaranth 
thrives in hot 
conditions and 
blooms non- stop 
from late spring until 
the end of autumn

Gomphrena globosa

h  
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Gomphrena globosa and close up of flowers (inset). :: WIKIPEDIA

WALL TO WALL SUNFLOWERS

Laurette Carter from Benamara Dos Hermanas in Estepona, 
sent in this photo of her garden with a border full of towering 
sunflowers.

:: MRS L CARTER
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O
n rare occasions has any-
one other than mainte-
nance staff climbed the 
spiral staircase that leads 

to the roof of the SUR building in 
Malaga. One of those occasions how-
ever was the morning of Wednes-
day 11 August 1999, when journal-
ists and other employees gathered 
among the skylights and air condi-
tioning units to watch the solar 
eclipse through special glasses.  

There was excitement around 
the world as the Moon was due to 
pass between Earth and the Sun, 
creating a total solar eclipse visible 
along a path that went from the At-
lantic Ocean, across the United 
Kingdom and Central Europe as far 
as the Bay of Bengal. 

While people in Spain would 
only get to experience  a partial 
eclipse, that didn’t stop residents 
and tourists from interrupting their 

routines to observe the sky.  SUR 
reported the following day that 
even the then secretary of state for 
Security, Ricardo Martí Fluxá, had 
delayed the start of a lecture in El 
Escorial (Madrid), by half an hour 
to watch the phenomenon. 

In Malaga, hundreds of people 
flocked to the Pablo Picasso prome-
nade next to La Malagueta beach 
to observe the last eclipse of the 
millennium. There, experts from 
the Astronomy Society had set up 
two special telescopes that mem-
bers of the public took turns to use 
from midday. They also lent special 
glasses to those who had been un-
able to obtain their own pair out of 
the thousands made specially for 
the occasion as these soon ran out. 
Hardware stores also sold out of 
welders’ goggles which also allowed 
people to watch the eclipse with-
out damaging their eyes. 

Some astronomy en-
thusiasts had even had 
special T-shirts made 
for the occasion with 
the words ‘Málaga, 
eclipse del sol’ printed 
on them. 

The eclipse stole 
around 52 per cent of 
sunlight from bathers on the 
Costa del Sol. The light started to 
diminish  just before 11am and the 
show was all over by around 
1.30pm. At 12 noon temperatures 
on La Malagueta beach dropped 
by between three and four degrees. 

Meanwhile inland, the Envi-
ronment Department at the Junta 
de Andalucía had been out to re-

cord any possible changes 
in behaviour among 

the province’s fauna, 
one of the effects of 
a solar eclipse. All the 
experts watching the 

birds of prey at the 
Desfiladero de los Gai-

tanes (El Chorro), the 
ibex in the mountains of the 

Axarquía and wild horses in the 
Sierra de las Nieves, were able to 
confirm, however, was that these 
creatures failed to react to a par-
tial eclipse such as this one. 

Unusual activity was recorded 
however at the accident and emer-
gency departments of the region’s 
hospitals, which reported being 

“overwhelmed” by patients who 
feared they had damaged they eyes 
watching the eclipse. Three hours 
later only one young girl “with 
very pale blue eyes who had 
looked at the sun for a long time” 
was diagnosed with damage, al-
though this was “not very signifi-
cant”, said a doctor. The rest of the 
patients who had reported eye 
pain had suffered no damage.

When the sun 
(partially) disappeared 
from the Costa del Sol

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Sol Sun 

Gafas Glasses/goggles 

Eclipse del sol Solar eclipse 

Observar To watch 

Parcial Partial 

Ocultado Hidden 

Luna Moon 

Tierra Earth 

Astronomía Astronomy 

Telescopio Telescope 
Milenio Millennium 

Conferencia Lecture 

Soldador Welder 

Grado Degree 

Turnarse To take turns 

Ojos Eyes 

Daño Damage 

Urgencias Accident and 

Emergency Department

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

A special telescope was set up on a Malaga beach. :: SALVADOR SALAS

RACHEL HAYNES
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S
pain is the fifth country 
in Europe as regards con-
sumption of chicken. 
Half a century ago it was 

mostly eaten at Christmas be-
cause it was a luxury and there-
fore expensive meal. At state din-
ners, such as the 1933 Proclama-
tion of the Second Anniversary of 
the Republic, the menu consisted 
of caviar, chicken soup, cold 
salmon, roast chicken, asparagus 
and dessert. 

Around the 1950s, chicken on a 
spit started to become popular, 

but only in luxury restaurants 
where it appeared alongside 
salmon, foie gras, lobster and cav-
iar. In Madrid nightclubs it was on 
the menu with smoked salmon 
and langoustines. 

Fast-forwarding to the present, 
and it is a very different story. 
Belgian chef Fredrick Dhooge, 
whose restaurant had a Michelin 
star, asked to be excluded from 
the guide in future so he could 
“cook roast chicken when I want 
to”. But in spite of this there are 
no chicken dishes on restaurant 

menus these days. We all should 
remember that wonderful ‘pollo 
al ajillo’, chicken pieces fried in 
oil with garlic and hot peppers, 
with sherry added at the end. 
One of Spain’s most typical and 
flavoursome dishes, on offer in 
every bar in Andalucía as a tapa or 
a main course. And what about 
other Spanish classics like ‘pollo 
al chilindrón’, ‘en pepitoria’, or 
just casseroled? 

While the French extend legal 
protection to their Bresse chicken, 
and coq au vin is one of the coun-

try’s most famous gastronomic de-
lights, here chicken is only eaten 
at home. When was the last time 
you saw it on a restaurant menu, 
or mentioned by a food critic? 
Cooks for some reason prefer to 
offer us mediocre fillet steak or lu-
bina from the fish farm. A breeder 
of wonderful organic chicken in 
Coín gets snubbed by restaurants 
and has to export all he produces. 
And what host would dream of 
serving chicken to their  guests, 
for fear they would think them 
unsophisticated?

A. J. LINN 
  

RELEGATED 
TO HISTORY

:: ESPERANZA PELÁEZ 

Ana de Castro is a respected oe-
nologist with a unique field of 
work. Young, passionate about 
wine and a country lover, she is 
the technical director at La Melon-
era, the Ronda wine bodega which 
has embarked on recovering na-
tive varieties of grape, endorsing 
reds such as Payoya Negra.  
–What made you choose being 
an oenologist as a profession? 
–Since I was little we used to spend 
our summer holidays in Galicia 
and my first glass of wine was an 
Alboriño, how could I not have 
fallen in love with it?! 
–The wine growing area of Ronda 
relies on French grape varieties 
to revive the industry. What were 
prospects like when you arrived? 
–Very hard, the French varieties 
are adapted to a very different cli-
mate to that which we have in 
Ronda. The hard work cultivating 
them gives us great fruit that we 
must value. 
–How did you start working with 
native varieties? 
–There are many varieties of 

grapes, both white and red, that 
are native to Andalucía and are at 
the point of extinction. Thanks to 
the book by Simón de Rojas 
Clemente and the excellent work 
of the Rancho de la Merced, we de-
cided to venture into this marvel-
lous task which aims to recover 
our national plant heritage.  
– The effort to recover local va-
rieties is taking off in many ar-
eas. Why do you think that is? 
–We live in a globalised world 
where we can drink a Cabernet 
Sauvignon from Europe, Chile or 
New Zealand. It is time to differ-
entiate ourselves and create new 
products from lesser-known va-
rieties that are not inferior qual-
ity. We live in a rich and diverse 
wine country, we must explore 
more. 
–What grapes do you work with? 
–I’m continuing with the red from 
Rota, a variety with a rich colour, 
acid and tannin, which makes me 
very happy. The Melonera, our em-
blematic grape, is special; delicate 
with a very sweet nose. The Rome, 
the Blasco, Vijiriega Blanca...  

–Do you think there are any new 
varieties to be discovered or do 
you think they have all been 
documented now? 
–We still have a lot to do. There are 
many native varieties of grape in 
Andalucía that are catalogued but 
which have not been fully investi-
gated. There is a world of plants still 
to discover, investigate and enjoy. 
–What would the objective of this 
work at La Melonera be, in rela-
tion to Ronda? What would you 
like it to influence, for example? 
–Our objective is to prove that we 
can make quality wines from na-
tive varieties. I would love it if 
more bodegas in Ronda attempted 
to recover native varieties of grapes 
and turn the province of Malaga 

into a wine-producing point of ref-
erence with its own identity.  
–What other wine growing areas 
in the province interest you?  
–I have a passion for the Axarquía. 
Great viticulture, great wines, great 
people... Anyone who has been 
there will know what I mean! 

–You mainly work with red 
wines, but what other types do 
you find interesting? 
–I have no shame, I’ll try anything! 
–As a wine lover, what do you 
look for in a new wine? 
–I look for something that surprises 
me, unusual varieties, natural 
wines, ecological... wines that bring 
something different, but also are 
of quality. You have to be careful 
with the new wine trends, not eve-
rything is worth drinking.  
–Can you describe wines as be-
ing masculine or feminine? 
–I don’t think so. It’s true that wi-
nemakers somehow leave their 
mark on the wines they make but 
it is more a matter of personal taste 
than of gender. 

Ana de Castro, a respected oenologist and technical director at La Melonera bodega in Ronda. :: SUR

“We can make 
quality wines using 
our own native 
varieties of grapes”

 Ana de Castro   Technical director and 
oenologist at Bodega La Melonera

There are many 
varieties of grapes, 
both white and red, 
that are native to 
Andalucía and at the 
point of exctinction
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F
rom Níjar to Pulpí, the 
province of Almeria has 
some truly spectacular 
beaches. Whether visi-

ting the Cabo de Gata natural 
park or the Levante area, trave-
llers in this province on the eas-
tern side of Andalucía will find 
some remarkable places in 
which to soak up the sun or 
swim in a glorious setting. 

This stretch of the coast in 
Almeria starts at one of the most 
famous places on the Iberian pen-
insula, Cabo de Gata. At Níjar, 
which is not far from the city of 
Almeria, you see the first beauti-
ful beaches. This is the most spec-
tacular part of the Andalusian 
coast, with the only volcanic 
mountains in the region offering 
a stark contrast to the dunes, 
beaches and salt flats.  

The neighbouring municipality 
of San José boasts some of the 
most beautiful coves in the region, 
such as La Rajá, Carbón, Arena and 
Los Toros. Many of these are diffi-
cult to reach, but it is worth the 
effort to be able to enjoy such 
hidden and glorious beaches.  

However, those who prefer bea-
ches which are easy to get to need 
not worry: there are plenty of those 
along this stretch of coast as well, 
such as Mónsul or Los Genoveses.  

If you continue to head east-
wards, you come to the Playazo de 
Rodalquilar, which is like an 
authentic oasis on the shores of 
the Mediterranean. Continuing 
on, the next obligatory stop has to 
be the small village of Agua 
Amarga, known for its Enmedio 
and El Plomo coves. Also recom-
mended are the beaches of Las 
Negras or the San Pedro cove, 
which is considered one of the 
last hippy ‘hangouts’ in Europe. 

The area which is known as the 
Levante of Almeria starts in the 
municipality of Carboneras, and 
from there you can progress to-
wards the north in search of some 

of the other idyllic beaches. Look 
out for Los Muertos and Algarro-
bico: these are two favourites 
among visitors who want to really 
relax in a purely Mediterranean 
setting.  

The following place to bear in 
mind is Mojácar, which has 17 
kilometres of coastline and over 
one dozen beaches, ranging from 
almost virgin coves to busy and 
easily accessible stretches of sand.  

The journey along the Levante 
coast of Almería ends at Vera, Cue-
vas de Almanzora, Garrucha and 
Pulpí. Between them, they offer 
around 30 different options for a 
day on the sand. Here, tourists will 
find not only remarkable coastal 
landscapes but also some wonder-
ful gastronomy including the fa-
mous and exclusive red prawns 
(‘gambas rojas’) of Garrucha. 

The coastline of Almeria has a wide variety of beaches and coves to enjoy in summer. :: SUR

The idyllic coast

Andalucía’s most 
easterly province has 
rugged landscapes and 
an unmistakeable 
natural charm 

Las Sirenas. This remarkable 
reef, situated beside the ligh-
thouse at Cabo de Gata, is of 
volcanic origin. 

El Playazo de Rodalquilar. 
This beach, situated beside 
the San Ramón castle, has lo-
vely fine golden sand. 

Los Muertos. This beach in 
Carboneras, on the boundary 
with the Cabo de Gata natural 
park, is one of the busiest at 
the height of the summer. 

Mojácar. Pretty town on the 
Levante coast of Almeria, fa-
mous for its traditional archi-
tecture which is a reminder of 
its Moorish past.

QUÉ VER

How to get there 
Costa de Almería.  

From Malaga, you can 

take the A-7 most of 

the way and then 

different local roads, 

depending on your 

destination. 

  JAVIER ALMELLONES

SSouthern Spain has a multitude of hidden corners 
just waiting to be discovered: this week we suggest 
you take the road to...

Cabo de Gata
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MMore than just 
healthy. Herbal te-
abags and medici-
nal herbs are ex-
posed to levels of 
contaminatory 
metals which exist 
in Nature.

More than leaves  
in a cup of tea
Drinking herbal teas and infusions is a sign of a healthy 
lifestyle, but 96.8 per cent of them contain metals 

:: ANTONIO CORBILLÓN 

In 2004 the World Wildlife Fund 
successfully demonstrated the ex-
tent to which our bodies are being 
subjected to environmental pol-
lution. They contracted the serv-
ices of a well-known laboratory 
and asked members of the Euro-
pean Parliament if they wanted to 
collaborate in the research by giv-
ing a blood sample. Nearly 50 did 
so. The results, which were re-
cently presented in Strasbourg, 
were startling. As many as 76 toxic, 
persistent and bioaccumulative in-
dustrial products were flowing 
through the veins of the MEPs. The 
blood sample with the highest 
level of contamination showed 54 
different noxious substances. The 
average didn’t drop below 41.  

In general, people tend to accept 
that there is an environmental 
price to pay for scientific advances 

and that the resources of the planet 
will be used and abused. What 
most don’t realise, however, is the 
cost to us personally of what is 
around us, sticking to our skin or 
on the clothes we wear. What is 
inside our bodies comes from what 
enters our mouths, and that in-
cludes some food and drinks which 
are normally believed to be a 
healthy option. 

Combined research by two uni-
versities in the USA (Columbia, in 
New York, and John Hopkins in 
Baltimore) and Granada univer-
sity, has just resulted in the big-
gest study so far of the presence of 
metals in medicinal plants and in-
fusions which are used in Spain. 
It concluded that 96.8 per cent con-
tain heavy metals of all types. Of 
the 220 samples analysed (mint, 
sage, apple, valerian, field horse-
tail, red and green tea), a small per-

“There is no risk to the 
consumer, but the health 
authorities should 
improve the controls 
over accumulative 
metals,” says a 
toxicologist
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centage (4.6) showed levels of met-
als which were slightly above the 
maximum recommended by the 
World Health Organisation. 

The experts checked out all the 
places in which these herbal prod-
ucts can be purchased in Spain. In 
total, they took samples of 12 
plants, either commercial brands 
or own brands, which are on sale 
in supermarkets, tea shops and 
even traditional markets where 
they are sold as loose leaf and 
priced by weight. 

The combined findings of the 

three laboratories led to the report  
on different infusions and their 
metal content which has just been 
published in the ‘Journal of Food 
Composition and Analysis’.  

The heavy metals and minerals 
analysed were arsenic, cadmium, 
lead, copper, iron, mercury, man-
ganese and zinc.  

“The maximum levels were only 
exceeded in samples of thyme and 
camomile teas, because of the cad-
mium, and the red and green teas 
because of the manganese,” says Fer-
nando Gil Hernández, the head of 

Toxicology at the Department of Le-
gal Medicine, Toxicology and An-
thropology at Granada university. 

Strict controls 

However, he insists that there is 
nothing to worry about. “We don’t 
consume the leaf of the plant; we 
consume an infusion of it, and that 
reduces the part that dissolves a 
great deal. Also, intestinal absorp-
tion reduces it even more,” he says.  

 The Spanish Association of Tea 
and Infusions (AITE), which rep-
resents about 60 per cent of the 

national market, agrees. “We con-
tinually monitor 13 metals in 1,300 
products and we have all the re-
cords to verify that we are within 
the limits set by law,” says the gen-
eral secretary of the association, 
Aylin Gordo. 

The professionals at AITE insist 
that the controls on teas and infu-
sions are even greater than those 
on fruit and vegetables, but admit 
that “the appearance of metals is 
inherent in the drying process” 
and that “they cannot be re-
duced any further.”  

Milligrams per kilo of plant                                                                        MINT                                                                               LINDEN                                                                             THYME                                                                          CAMOMILE                                                                             TEA 

Arsenic                                                                                    0.15                                                        0.24                      0.037/0.07                      0.08                            0.16 
Cadmium                                                                             0.04                                                       0.29                       0.14/0.27                        0.19                            0.05 
Chrome                                                                                 2.40                                                       2.59                               0                                0.61                             1.39 
Mercury                                                                                0.02                                                       0.05                               0                              0.002                             0 
Lead                                                                                          1.17                                                           1.27                        6.45/8.63                       0.53                            0.99 
Copper                                                                                     11.8                                                          8.37                               0                                10.5                             14.2 
Iron                                                                                         1,137                                                        704                               0                                535                            263.3 
Magnesium                                                                            105                                                            132                                0                                67.1                             1,578 
Zinc                                                                                         34.9                                                        36.7                               0                                31.2                             26.4

THE FIGURES

“The traces of metal 
can’t be reduced any 
further. They are 
inherent in the drying 
process”

>
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 58% 
of the world production 
(around 5 million tons) is pro-
duced by China (30 per cent) 
and India (28 per cent). Kenya 
produces ten per cent and Sri 
Lanka nine per cent. Western 
countries are almost irrelevant 
in this case. 
 
We drink more coffee 
Although tea consumption has 
risen, Spain generally drinks 
coffee. This ‘black gold’ genera-
tes about two billion euros a 
year, compared with 150 million 

from herbs. 

120 
grams of herbal infusions a 
year are consumed on average 
in Spain, far lower than in Ja-
pan, the world’s largest consu-
mer at 800 grams per person a 
year. Chile (600 grams/year) 
has risen to second place, far 
above China with barely 300 
grams per inhabitant. 
 
Infusions rather than tea  
The Spanish like to use a variety 
of herbal plants in infusions, 

many of them grown in Spain, 
rather than tea, which is always 
imported and accounts for 30 
per cent. Even so, they still drink 
as much tea as camomile and 
mint infusions put together. 

6,124 
tons of herbs were consumed 
in Spain last year. About 60 
per cent (3,448 tons) were in 
the form of infusions. Around 
1,781 tons of tea were consu-
med, followed in popularity by 
627 tons of camomile and 268 
tons of mint.

They also corroborate the 
findings of the toxicologist: 

“Although the presence of a heavy 
metal is detected, it is not diluted 
in the infusion so only small traces 
remain. You would have to drink 
litres and litres for many years be-
fore there would be any effect on 
the body,” says Aylin Gordo. 

The research team pointed out 
that there is a lack of information   
regarding origin and drying con-
ditions on labels. “Pick up a packet 
in any supermarket, and you’ll see 
that there is no indication where 
it came from,” says Gil Hernández. 
Sources at AITE insist that “the 
European Union decided that in-
formation of that type does not 
have to be given for single ingre-
dient products (coffee, tea etc).” 
In recent years the places of origin 
of some plants have been included, 
especially those from Asia, to try 

to control the selection process as 
much as possible. 

Experts and producers believe that 
the example of metals in infusions 
could apply to any type of food. 
“Fields and their surrounding areas 
are also affected by noxious elements 
from industry,” says Fernando Gil 
Hernández. He explains that tech-
nical advances mean that instead of 
analysing particles by the thousand, 
samples can now be analysed by the 
million or even trillion, so that we 
are now able to obtain full details 
about the toxic elements which sur-
round us and affect us. 

“Everything we consume is af-
fected by something,” say sources 
at the tea and infusion producers. 
That is correct. If studies such as this 
one were applied to fish, for exam-
ple, which live in the ‘seas of plas-
tic’ we have today, the results would 
certainly alarm many people.

Coexisting with 
metals is inevitable 
these days 

Of the 106 chemical elements 
84 are metals, and this means 
that they are inevitable travel-
ling companions in everything 
we do, touch, eat, wear... in the 
case of foods, the heavy metals 
present in our diet come from 
different sources. The most 
common: contamination in the 
soil in which they are grown, 
fertilisers, pesticides and water. 

This is more easily under-
stood through an example. If 
we grow produce beside a road, 
our vegetables will contain 
lead. If the risk comes from a 
mining area, or the ground was 

treated beforehand (which is al-
most certain) with pesticides, 
we have further metals. And 
everything is multiplied if we 
make that tomato, which we 
thought we were growing or-
ganically, into a sauce and we 
put it in a can we will be adding 
tin and some iron to the equa-
tion. If we then open the tin 
and heat the contents in an alu-
minium saucepan.... more light 
metals. 

The problem isn’t this inevi-
table modern ‘toll’, but the 
daily accumulation in our diet. 
Experts recommend consuming 
fruit and vegetables which are 
high in pectin, garlic, coriander 
and foods with a high sulphur 
content, because these help to 
purge the heavy metals from 
our systems.

ORIGINS AND AMOUNTS OF INFUSIONS>
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Food allergies are rare 
but can be caused by any 
type of food, the most 
common being peanuts, 
gluten, shellfish, eggs, 
fish, celery and dairy  

:: ÁNGEL MANUEL CARACUEL  

According to surveys, some 20 per 
cent of adults claim to have a food 
allergy. Children are more likely to 
suffer from them as their immune 
system is still not fully developed.  

A food allergy is a reaction to a 
particular food or one of its com-
ponents in which the body’s im-
mune system intervenes.  

Other reactions that affect the 
metabolism and not the immune 
system, such as the lack of 
certain enzymes, 
make it difficult 
to digest some 
components 
of foods, 
such as lac-
tose intol-
e r a n c e  
(the sug-
ars found 
in milk) 
b e c a u s e  
of a defi-
ciency of 
the enzyme 
lactase. 

When the im-
mune system rec-
ognises an allergen in a 
food, it produces an-
tibodies to block the 
diffusion of the ex-
ternal agent. The 
body simultaneously 
exhibits a physical reaction, which 
can manifest as inflammation and 
swelling of the lips, cramps, vom-
iting and diarrhoea, rashes, eczema, 
runny nose or respiratory disor-
ders. A more serious and less fre-
quent symptom is anaphylactic 

s h o c k ,  
which can 
be fatal 
and re-
quires im-

m e d i a t e  
medical at-

tention. 
Food aller-

gies are rare, but 
can be caused by any 

type of food, the most 
common being: pea-
nuts, gluten (oats, 
wheat, barley, rye), 
shellfish, eggs, fish, 
soy, dairy proteins, 

nuts (almonds, hazelnuts, pista-
chios, pecan nuts, pine nuts, Bra-
zil nuts, cashews, macadamia 
nuts), sesame seeds, celery, and 
stone fruits (apricots, cherries, 
peaches and plums). 

When there is a suspicion that 

an allergy is present, it is recom-
mended to stop eating the food un-
til a medical examination is car-
ried out to determine the cause, 
since other factors, such as poor 
health, could produce similar 
symptoms. 

If the symptoms are derived 
from an allergy, it is necessary to 
consult an allergist for a diagno-
sis. Corresponding dermatological 
tests and blind food tests will need 
to be carried out. 

A treatment to put an end to food 
allergies permanently has not yet 
been discovered. If the tests prove 
positive, there is only one effective 
solution which consists of giving up 
the food in question completely. The 
radical elimination of food, especially 
when it comes to staple food stuffs, 
requires a medical follow-up to avoid 
possible dietary imbalances, espe-
cially when it involves children. 

Elimination, the most effective way 
of preventing allergic reactions

ALL EARS

I’ve noticed a problem with 
my hearing since I had an in-
fection. Is this related? 

 
If you have recently suffered a 
viral infection and have con-
cerns for your hearing, then it 
is important for you to seek 
expert advice. There are some 
viral infections that can cause 
damage to the ear or create in-
flammation which, if 
allowed to con-
tinue, may also 
cause a struc-
tural prob-
lem. If left 
untreated 
these prob-
lems in-
crease the 
possibility of 
damage. There 
are others that 
cause the likelihood 
of bacterial infection 
which again could also lead to 
hearing loss. 

Although recovery of hear-
ing can be spontaneous, it 
should never go unexamined 
and concerns regarding infec-
tions should also send you to 
seek medical and profes-
sional advice at your earliest 
convenience. 
 
Could allergies affect your 
hearing? 

 
The human ear is made up of 
three parts: outer, middle, and 
inner. Allergies can attack any 
one of these parts and, in doing 
so, create a problem with your 
hearing and the receiving of 
information in the normal 
way. Your hearing may appear 
distorted. 

At this time of year, it may 
be worth remembering for 
those who suffer allergies to 
pollen or those who enjoy a 
daily dip in the pool, that at 
some point you may well ex-
perience irritation to your 
eyes, nose, and ears and that 
these allergic reactions could 
lead to infection. 

If you experience irritation 
to your ears and these 

symptoms persist 
or often recur, 

you should 
seek profes-
sional medi-
cal advice. Ir-
ritation or 
infection 

that remain 
untreated 

could very well 
lead to temporary 

hearing loss or in ex-
treme cases long term 

damage. 
Watch out for: continuous 

itching of the outer ear canal; 
sore, burning, or infected outer 
ear; the feeling of continuous 
pressure inside the ear; recur-
ring ear infections; dizziness. 

Also during the allergy sea-
son, if you are a wearer of hear-
ing aids it is a good time to 
check in with your hearing aid 
provider. Explain if you are ex-
periencing any changes in your 
hearing or if you are suffering 
repeated ear infections or in-
flammation and they will be 
able to advise you or make the 
necessary recommendations 
and if required, adjustments.

Infections and allergies
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Alfonso Sánchez is Senior Audiolo-
gist at Sontec Hearing Centres.        
Tel. 952667403

Take note:

Irritation or infections 
that remain  

untreated could lead 
to temporary        
hearing loss

ALFONSO 
SÁNCHEZ

Shellfish can cause a severe reaction. :: SUR
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Food allergies can cause 
rashes, swelling, cramps 

and vomiting. :: SUR
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Iain McLean got the first 
indications that he might 
have prostate cancer in 
April 2015 and the highly 
aggressive nature of the 
cancer that followed 
almost killed him 

:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. When someone receives 
the devastating news that they have 
cancer - something none of us ever 
want to be told - a sense of fear and 
panic will inevitably flow through 
their body. 

Everyone will handle this shock-
ing diagnosis differently and yet no 
matter how traumatic their experi-
ences might have been; many peo-
ple that survive the ordeal have a 
desire to help others who may find 
themselves in similar situations. 

One such person is a 61-year-old 
British expat who recently won his 
battle against aggressive prostate 
cancer.  

Iain McLean came to live in Spain 
in 1997, following a career working 
as a dramatist and corporate script 
writer. His wife had 
been offered a job as an 
English teacher at a pri-
vate university and so 
they, along with their 
three children, em-
braced their new life 
in Spain.  

Iain found employ-
ment too as a teacher 
at the same university 
where his wife worked. 
He also wrote articles 
for the New York 
Times, the Scottish 
Sunday Post and fea-
ture articles for glossy 
magazines about aspects of Spain.  

However, in April 2015, Iain got 

the first indications that he might 
have prostate cancer, and the highly 
aggressive nature of the cancer that 
followed almost killed him. 

At the time, Ian 
was 58, although he 
had none of the usual 
symptoms connected 
with prostate cancer, 
but at his exact same 
age, both his father 
and brother had en-
larged prostates, so 
Iain decided to go for 
a medical check.    

After a series of tests 
and ultrasound scans, 
Iain was diagnosed 
with the highest grade 
prostate cancer. It was 

then that he made his first big in-
dependent decision: this was to take 

responsibility for his own prostate 
problem, which proved to be a cru-
cial point in his ordeal.  

“Mine was a campaign made up 
of many battles, including personal 
research into alternative therapies,” 
Iain says.  

Twelve months later, after a radi-
cal operation, an intensive course 
of radiotherapy and hormone ther-
apy, it appeared that Iain had beaten 
the disease. He was given a 92 per 
cent chance of being cancer free for 
the next ten years. 

“I’ve been a professional 
writer/researcher for 30 years, so it 
makes sense that when I was diag-
nosed with the highest grade pros-
tate cancer in April 2015 and hav-
ing beaten it by the following April, 
I would write a book about it,” Iain 
explains.  

His recently published book, April 
to April: My Year Beating Prostate 
Cancer, is Iain’s own quest for cure. 
It is for all men who suffer from this 
cancer (or wish to prevent it), and 
for their families and friends who 
want to understand what their 
loved-one is going through. 

 “Although all the information is 
scattered around the internet, there 
is not one single book that covers 
all the bases. This book does,” the 
author declares.   

In this entertaining and informa-
tive read, Iain’s main argument, with 
respect to conventional treatment, 
is that doctors do not tell a patient 
all they need to know about the 
process that lies ahead. Iain’s ap-
proach is that beating cancer is a war 
and each patient needs all the tools 
at their disposal, not only to win, 
but to adapt strategies for each stage 
in what will be a long campaign. 

“It is extremely important to get 
the message and knowledge across 
to as many people as possible,”  Iain 
says.

Iain McLean and his family came to live in Spain in 1997 :: SUR

New book reveals how a British 
expat living in Spain defeated 
aggressive prostate cancer
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EXHIBITIONS 

Cruz Herrera Museum 
 La Linea. Permanent exhibition in 
La Linea de la Concepción. 
The museum has a gallery for Her-
reras’ works plus conference room 
and classroom. 

Benezra Gallery  
Marbella. Until end of September. 
La Quinta, between Marbella and 
San Pedro.  
An exhibition of unique sculp-
tures by six, internationally ac-
claimed artists. info@art-invest-
ments.com or benezragallery.com 

Biennial Contemporary Art 
 Marbella. Cultural Centre 
Kunsthaus Berlin, Poligono Nueva 
Campana local 2 Nueva Andalucía . 
In collaboration with the Fred 
Friedrich Foundation, Marbella 
townhall and the Mexican ambas-
sador to Spain, Don Raphael de la 
Madrid. Fifteen local and interna-
tional artists are exhibiting their 
work. info@redaktionkhbm.de. 

Pedro Rodríguez 
Marbella. Permanent exhibition, 
Kempinski Hotel Bahía.  
Pedro Rodríguez ‘Pedrín’, a Malaga 
sculptor, has an exhibition of his 
works in the Galería de Arte de Pe-
drín in the Kempinski.  

Magpie International Gallery.  
Marbella. Until 14 September. 
C/Virgen del Pilar. 200m from the 
port.  
A collection of works by the late 
Julio Cenrián entitled ‘60 años de 
humor, o no’. 

Fred Friedrich 
 San Pedro. Until 31 August. Museo 

Fred Friedrich, La Nueva Campana 
industrial estate. 
‘Exodus/Pensamientos Oscuros’ is 
an exhibition of large format works 
by the artist.  

Carlos Barrera Wolff 
Estepona. Until 30 August. Patio 
Top Garden, crta A7, km 163, Urb. El 
Pirata. 
An exhibition of art work com-
piled over forty years by this art-
ist from Jaén. www.patio-topgar-
den.es 

‘Des - figuraciones’  
Marbella. Until September. Gal-
ería Yusto/Giner, C/Madera 7. 
Yusto/giner turns to the abstract 

for its summer exhibition with 
paintings from Fernando 
Clemente, Paloma Gámez, José 
García Vallés, José Piñar and Dan-
iel Solomons. 

Roberto Matta 
 Marbella. Until 26 May 2018. 
Museo Ralli, Urb Coral beach. 
Temporary exhibition of the Chil-
ean artist Roberto Matta of surre-
alistic abstract art. His works rep-
resents his own vision of the 
world and art through the invisi-
ble, the psyche, the cosmos, with-
out losing reference to his origins 
or nature. Tel. 952 85 79 23 /  
marbella@rallimuseums.org  

José Hernández 
 Villanueva del Rosario. Casa de la 
Cultura. 
An exhibition of art work and let-
ters belonging to artist José 
Hernández. The artist gifted 
around 20 works to the town 
shortly before his death in 2013.He 
spent long periods at Molino El Te-
jar while creating his pieces.  

The Russian museum 
 Malaga. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 
Sor Teresa Prat. Tues-Sun 9.30am - 
10pm. 
The new seasonal exhibition ‘La 
aventura del color’ which is run-
ning until 4 February next year, 
will feature Alexéi Jawlensky 

(1864–1941). A contemporary and 
friend of Vasilly Kandinsky, Gabri-
ele Münter and  Paul Klee among 
other famous artists of the early 
twentieth century. Jawlensky 
started his career in Russia working 
alongside Iliá Repin and admired 
the canvases of  Valentín Serov, 
Konstantín Korovinand other mas-
ters of realism and impressionism. 
The museum is also holding an ex-
hibition of political posters ‘Carte-
les de la Revolución’ consisting of 
simple but effective images 
deemed suitable for the masses. 
The posters featured workers, sol-
diers in the Red army and country 
labourers personifying the power 
of the people.  
The annual exhibition is entitled 
La Dinastía Románov and includes 
many portraits of Russian royalty  
before the last Tsar and his family 
were assassinated in 1918. 

Ernst Kraft 
Malaga. Botanical gardens ‘La 
Concepción’.  
A sculpture ‘The Tree of Life’ by 
Ernst Kraft will be on permanent 
display in the gardens on the lawns 
next to the pond. The minimalist 
structure of iron rods is five metres 
tall and is based on the pre-phara-
onic pictogram representing the 
union of heaven and the under-
world 

Museum Jorge Rando 
Malaga. Until 30 September. Cruz 
del Molinillo, 12 
A temporary exhibition entitled ‘El 
Nacimiento del Color’ (the Birth of 
Colour) is currently on display. It 
includes over 100 works by Jorge 
Rando. The museum also holds po-
etry and musical events. 

:: DENISE BUSH 

MALAGA. The biggest event in 
Malaga’s calendar starts today, 
11 August. The inauguration of 
the Malaga Feria takes place to-
night just before midnight, at 
the La Malagueta beach and is 
followed by a huge firework dis-
play and a concert by Chambao.  

Thousands of tourists and visi-
tors as well as locals will flock to 
the city over the next week to see 
some of the activities planned for 
this very special occasion. There 
will be a gathering of horses, rid-
ers and carriages in the Paseo del 
Parque on the morning of the 
12th, who will then lead people 
carrying floral tributes to  Nues-

tra Señora de la Victoria. Daytime 
concerts during the feria will be 
concentrated in the Plaza de la 
Constitución and  on Calle Larios. 
In the evenings, there will be vari-

ous live performances of flamenco 
and concerts by singers such as 
David Bustamente and Soraya at 
the fairground until 19 August. 
The fairground will also be the 
venue for evening equestrian 
shows throughout the feria.  

Bullfights are also a part of this 
traditional fair and they will be 
held at the bullring in La 
Malagueta every day in the eve-
nings.  

On the last day there will be a 
reenactment of the arrival of  the 
‘Reyes Católicos’, Isabella and 
Ferdinand, into the city, a much-
loved event which commemo-
rates the reconquest of the city 
in 1487.

Fun and festivities at Malaga Fair

 When.  11 - 20 August. 

 Where.   The streets of 
Malaga’s historic centre during 
the day and the fairground 
(closest Cercanías station Vic-
toria Kent) at night. 

 Programme of events.   
www.feria.malaga.eu

DETAILS

Live music in the city centre attracts thousands of visitors. :: CARLOS MORET

Revolutionary poster, Malaga

Roberto Matta, Museo Ralli
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EXHIBITIONS 

Ruiz de Luna 
 Malaga. Museo Municipal del Patri-
monio (MUPAM), Paseo de Reding. 
An exhibition dedicated to the 
Ruiz de Luna ceramic dynasty. 
Around 300 pieces are on display 
including ceramics, drawings, wa-
tercolours and sculptures. 

Malaga Glass Museum  
Malaga. Permanent exhibition. 
Plazuela Santísimo Cristo de la 
Sangre. 
The glass museum has two new 
glass panels on display that have 
been painstakingly restored. They 
were both made by the Spanish 
company Mauméjean. 

Pacífico 54 
Malaga. Until 25 August, Espacio 
Expositivo, C/Pacífico 54. 
An exhibition of paintings, ceram-
ics, video art, photographs and 
sculpture by the Ígneo Group. The 

group are artists who form part of 
the Bib Azahar Cultural and Social 
association. http://grupoig-
neo.jimdo.com/ 

Picasso’s birth place 
 Malaga. Sala de Exposiciones, Casa 
Natal de Picasso 
UUntil 8 October. The exhibition en-

titled ‘Palau mira a Picasso’ consists 
of a collection of photos and docu-
ments of the artist. The images an-
ecdotal and personal, taken by 
Picasso’s close-friend the poet José 
Palau.  
Temporary exhbition. ‘Decisive 
moments’ is an exhibition of 18 of 
Picasso’s pieces split into the three 

phases of his work.  

‘Neighbours III’ 
 Malaga. Permanent collection. 
Centro de Arte Contemporáneo, 
Calle Alemania.  
Works by local Malaga artists are 
on display in ‘Neighbours III’. 
Many different techniques and 
subjects are included. 

The Way Things Go 
 Malaga. Until 3 September. Centro 
de Arte Contemporáneo, Calle Ale-
mania.  
Swiss artists David Weiss and Pe-
ter Fischli made this video in 
1987. It is just 29 minutes long 
and documents a causal chain as-
sembling everyday objects, simi-
lar to a Rube Goldberg machine. 
This work hints at the influence 
of Marcel Duchamp and Dadaism. 

‘Málaqa, Ciudad del Saber’ 
Malaga. Until 24 September. 
Museo de Patrimonio Municipal. 
Paseo de Reding.  
An exhibition of rarely seen arte-
facts from Malaga such as docu-
ments, utensils,and archeological 
finds that illustrate the Islamic 
period in the city’s history. 
www.museodelpatrimoniomunici-
pal.malaga.eu 

Imaginario Mister Kaikus  
Malaga. Until 23 August. La Casa 
Amarilla, C/Santos 7. 
The exhibition consists of a series 
of imaginary portraits without a 
real model, where the artists cre-
ates a face with volume, colour and 
texture.  

Philippe Starck  
Malaga. Until 17 September. Pom-
pidou Centre, Muelle Uno 
‘Secret Drawings, 4,000 sketches 
unveiled’ is an exhibition of the 
artist’s works which give an insight 
into how his mind works when he 
is creating his art. 

‘Lo Aparencia de lo real’ 
Malaga. Until 10 September. 
Museo Carmen Thyssen, C/Com-
pañia, 10 
Three generations of Spanish art-
ists are represented in this exhibi-
tion which reveals the artists’ at-
tempts to create illusions of reality. 

Bacon, Freud and the London 
School 
Malaga. Until 17 September. 
Picasso Museum 
This exhibition is the result of an 
agreement between the Tate in 
London and the Picasso museum in 

Malaga. It features 90 works cover-
ing eighty years by renowned art-
ists such as Freud, Bacon, Kossof, 
Ronald B. Kitaj, Michael Andrews, 
Euan Uglow and Paula Rego. 
www.museopicassomalaga.org 

Santiago Ydáñez 
Malaga. Until 24 September, Cen-
tro de Arte Contempóraneo. 
The exhibition ‘El Corazón Manda’, 
unites 50 works by Jaén artist, San-
tiago Ydáñez. They include paint-
ings, objects and a taxidermy sculp-
ture of a bull.  

Incendiar el Velo 
Malaga. Until 30 September, 
August by appt.JM Galería. 
A collective exhibition by Ana 
Teresa Ortega, Chema Cobo,  Mario 
Espliego, Paula Rubio Infante, 
Simeón Saiz Ruiz  and Tete Álvarez. 

Relatos de Alma 
Malaga. Until 15 October, Centro 
de Arte Contempóraneo. 
The first exhibition in Spain by 
Dutch artist, Danielle Van Zadel-
hoff. The photographs are influ-
enced by the Renaissance paintings 
of artists such as Rembrandt, 
Caravaggio and Murillo.  

Exotic Vibrations 
Mijas. Mijas Tourist Office, Mijas 
Pueblo. 
Seven international artists living 
and working on Costa del Sol will 
be displaying original artworks in 
oils, pastels, watercolours, textiles, 
silk paintings and acrylics. Also 
greeting cards and miniature art. 

Torremolinos Chic 
 Torremolinos. Permanent exhibi-
tion, Casa de los Navajas. 
A permanent exhibition of 
photographs taken in the 60s and 
70s entitled Torremolinos Chic. It 
features around twenty 
photographs including one of the 
legendary Bridget Bardot posing on 
Carihuela beach in a Cordobés hat. 

Spain for you 
 Torremolinos. Until 22 September. 
Palacio de Congresos. 

:: TONY BRYANT 
TORREMOLINOS. Lovers of tra-
ditional Irish step dancing are in 
for a treat this weekend, as the 
World Irish Dance Association 
(WIDA) will be hosting the An-
dalusian Irish Open Féis in Tor-
remolinos. 

The event is organised by WIDA 
and Torremolinos town hall and 
will welcome dancers from Ireland, 
Russia, the Netherlands, Holland, 
Germany, Isle of Man, Scotland, 
England and several provinces of 
Spain. 

WIDA is a non-profit making or-
ganisation that promotes Irish danc-
ing and culture all over the world 
and this will be the first time the 
festival has been held in Andalucía. 
The competition will focus on all 
aspects of Irish dancing, including 
the reel, the hornpipe, the treble 
jig, and the slip jig, a popular style 
that is often called ‘the ballet of 
Irish dance’.  

This traditional gathering of Irish 
dance enthusiasts will be held in 
the Príncipe de Asturias auditorium 
on Saturday 12 August. Tickets, 
which cost five euros, are available 
online or on the door.  

WIDA organises competitions 
and workshops to promote Irish 
dance worldwide, and their 
courses cater for both the novice 
and the more competent. WIDA 
is also using the festival to entice 
local dancers to set up their own 
schools on the Costa del Sol. Since 
its founding in 2004, WIDA has 
developed a global presence and 
currently includes over 140 
schools in 21 countries.

Irish dancing competition

WIDA to hold dance festival in Torremolinos this weekend. :: SUR

 When: 12 August from 9am. 

 Where: Auditorium Principe 
de Asturias, Torremolinos. 

 Tickets: 5€.   
www.torremolinos.es

 DETAILS

Decisive Moments, Picasso Museum Malaga

Ydáñez, Malaga

>
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The exhibition documents how 
Spain and the Costa del Sol were 
first promoted as a tourist 
destination. It includes artifacts 
and posters etc dating back to the 
1930s up to present day. 

Art Gallery Costa del Sol 
 Mijas. A permanent exhibition at 
the new art gallery in the Club 
House ‘Cerrado del Águila’  
Paintings, drawings, scultures and 
ceramics are on display by artist 
such as Pedro Bueno, Teresa M. 
Martín and José B. Angulo. 

Picasso ceramics 
 Mijas. Permanent exhibition. Cen-
tro de Arte Contemporáneo, Mijas, 
Calle Málaga, 11am - 7pm. 
An exhibition of 44 ceramics cre-
ated by Malaga artist, Pablo Ruiz 
Picasso. 

Gallery Art Club 
Fuengirola. Plaza Picasso, Old 
Town. 
A new art gallery with monthly ex-
hibitions of contemporary art. 
www.galleryartclub.com 

Carromato de Max museum 
Mijas Pueblo. Permanent exhibi-
tion. 
An extensive collection of minia-
ture art. 

Economistas en el arte 
 Torremolinos. Until 22 September. 
Centro Cultural Pablo Ruiz Picasso. 
Oils, watercolours, drawings, 
photographs and sculptures 
created by ten students at the 
Economics Faculty of Malaga 
University. 

Happy Artists  
La Cala de Mijas. Until 31 August. 
BocArte Restaurant, C/Cómpeta. 
American artist Wendy Lucas is 
exhibiting a selection of her work. 

La Belleza del Sur  
Benalmádena. Until 22 Septem-
ber. Centro de Exposiciones. 
An exhibition of paintings, sculp-
ture, video art, art installations 
and illustrations by around 30 in-
ternational artists. 

Marlou Smits and Meta Wolters  
Calahonda. Until end of August, 
Restaurante Federika, Av De Es-
paña. 
An exhibition of paintings by Mar-
lou Smits and Meta Wolters. 

María Zambrano 
 Vélez-Málaga. Permanent exhibi-
tion. Palacio de Beniel de Vélez-
Málaga. Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm.   
An exploration into the life and 
works of Málaga-born philosopher 
and writer María Zambrano.  
For further information call 

952500244.  

Juan Manuel Hurtado 
González 
Torrox-Costa. Until 31 August. Tour-
ist office.  
Juan Manuel Hurtado is exhibiting 
a selection of his work.  

Arja Linteri 
 Alhama de Granada Until 15 Sep-
tember. Patio del Carmen.  
An exhibition of art work by Fin-
nish artist Arja Linteri.  

Contemporary artists 
Nerja. Until 3 September, Museo 
de Nerja.  
Works by thirty five female artists 
in the collection owned by the Di-
putación de Málaga. 

Galería Krabbe 
Frigiliana. Galería Krabbe, 
C/Rosario La Joaquín.  
UUntil 2 September. 
Works by a  selection of artists in-
cluding Fernando de la Rosa, Gert 
Mathiesen, Pamela Smillow, Yaiza 
García, Luise Haugen  and intro-
ducing Danish guest artist Camilla 
West.   

CHARITY 

Charity dinner under the stars 
Mijas. 27 August, from 8.30pm. 
Hotel Tamisa Golf. 33€ 
Live entertainment with Amaru 
Inti from Peru, includes three 
course dinner with half bottle of 
wine.  email: starbabi-

es5@gmail.com or tel 654513380 
or ring the hotel:  952585988 
email: reservas@hoteltamisa-
golf.com 

The Charity Summer Ball 
Mijas. 8 September, 7pm. Hotel 
Tamisa Golf. 40€ 
Welcome drink and canapés, three-
course meal with wine and beer 
and live entertainment. Proceeds 
to FAMA animal charity. Tel: Pat 
Coleman 620 354 885 or email: pa-
triciamarycoleman@gmail.com 

MUSIC & DANCE  

Ocean Bar 
Malaga.12 August, 10.30pm. Ho-
tel Vincci. C/Pacífico. 
Sñr Blues. Jesus Aranda and Alberto 
Soler. Blues,  country and 
rock’n’roll.  

Jazz, blues and swing 
 Torre del Mar. Mondays 10pm, 
Pase Marítimo  de Poniente. 
14 August. Befunkbop. 
21 August. Peet Rothwell’s 
tribute to Michael Bublé. >

:: T. BRYANT 
COÍN. Coín is preparing to cele-
brate its Feria de Agosto, a tradi-
tional Andalusian fair that will 
take place from Friday 11 until 
Tuesday 15 August. 

The five days of festivities are 
held in honour of La Virgen de 
la Fuensanta - the town’s patron 
saint - and will include live mu-
sic concerts, parades and a fair, 
which will be installed in the 
Parque Periurbano in the cen-
tre of the town.  

‘Casetas’, temporary bars and 
restaurants, will offer local gas-
tronomy and there will be per-
formances of traditional ‘sevil-
lana’ dances.  

This typical village-style feria 
attracts thousands of visitors 
from all over Andalucía with its 
wide range of activities which  
include a procession of the 
Virgen de la Fuensanta, and the 
grand parade of horse-drawn 
carriages, which takes place at 
2pm on Saturday and Sunday.  

There are also photography, 
painting and ceramic exhibi-
tions, as well as the procession 
of the junior kings and queens 

of the fair. There will also be 
plenty to keep children occu-
pied and one of the biggest at-
tractions will be a 75-metre wa-
ter slide, which will be installed 
in the Avenida Alcalde Salvador 
González. 

One of the highlights is a 
competition in which farmers 
compete to see who has grown 
the tastiest ‘huevo de toro’ 
(bulls ball) tomato. This takes 
place in the Plaza San Agustín 
on Tuesday at 10am. 

Manu Tenorio, a young singer 
from the district of Triana in 
Seville, will perform a free con-
cert in the municipal ‘caseta’ on 
Sunday at 11pm. This popular 
singer came into the spotlight 
after appearing on the Spanish 
reality music show, Operación 
Triunfo, in 2000. He has since 
clocked up one gold and six 
platinum discs. 

On Monday, there will be a live 
concert by Mayka Romero, a 
Malaga-born copla singer, who 
will present her spectacular trib-
ute to Rocío Jurado on the patio 
of the Colegio Huertas Viejas at 
8.30pm.

A typical Andalusian 
fair in Coín

Manu Tenorio is performing at a free concert. ::  SUR

Minature art, Mijas

Galeria Krabbe, Frigiliana
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MUSIC & DANCE  

Palmito Rock Festival 
Villanueva de la Concepción.  
11 August, 10.30pm. Plaza Pablo 
VI.  
Four bands: Hollywood Arson Pro-
ject, J. J. Sprondel, Break the Senses 
and Ten Shots & K. O. are in con-
cert. More information on Face-
book: Palmito Rock.  

David Gómez 
 Torremolinos. 9, 10 August, 10pm. 
Casa de los Navajas. 
David Gómez is a recognised 
concert pianist and composer . He 
will be presenting his new album 
Pianographie. Tickets from the box 
office or www.1y200.com 

Noches de Encanto 
Almáchar. Until 11 August. 
Every Friday at 11pm there will be 
concerts at various venues in the 
town. www.almachar.es 

Starlite  
 Marbella. Until 26 August, 
10.30pm. La Cantera de Marbella. 
https://www.ticketea.com 
111 August. Dani Martín will be 
performing songs from his latest 
album La Montaña Rusa. 
12 August. Niña Pastori and 
Antonio Carmona. Two of the 
most important Spanish 
flamenco artists. 
14 August. Axwell. DJ set 
electronic music. 
15 August. Andrea Bocelli. The 
fabulous voice of tenor and 
composer Andrea Bocelli. 
16 August. Ben Harper. A 
powerful songwriter and 
performer with range across 
multiple genres. 
17 August. DVicio have a Latin 
Grammy nomination and 
hundreds of awards. 
18 August. Noche Movida. A 
band created by Starlite will be 
performing hits from the 80s 
and 90s. 
19 August. El Arrebato. Rumba 
and Flamenco-pop. 
20 August. Álvaro Soler. Spanish 
artist with 37 gold and platinum 
awards. 
21 August. Hardwell. Robbert 
Van de Corput, better known as 
Hardwell the DJ. All the best 
electronic music. 

Adele tribute act 
Gibraltar. 12 and 16 August. La Sala 
Sunborn Yacht Hotel. 
Nikki Rae sings some of Adele’s 
greatest hits including Rolling in 
the Deep and Someone Like You. 
Table reservations: +34 95 281 
4145 or email: 
info@lasalagibraltar.com 

Sundown Sounds 
La Cala de Mijas. 
Sundown Sounds are a series of 
free open air concerts held in the  
plaza in front of the La Cala de Mi-
jas Town Hall every Thursday from 
9pm. The event is organised by the 
Foreign Residents Department in 
collaboration with Martyn Wood 
of Big M Promotions. 
17 August . The Spiders from Marbs, 
David Bowie tribute act. 
24 August . The New Jersey Boys 
tribute to Frankie Valli and the 4 
Seasons. 
31 August . Arte Azabache, 
Traditional Flamenco show.  

Jazz Wednesdays in the CAC 
Vélez-Málaga. Centro de Arte 
Contemporáneo. 8.30pm. Free. 
16 August. Eva and the Calypsos. 
23 August. Carlos Cortés Cuarteto. 
30 August. Garum Trio. 

Zarzuela and opera 
La Cala de Mijas. 11 August, 9pm. 
Plaza del Torreón. 
Soprano Carmen Serrano and tenor 
Adolfo Nieto accompanied by pian-
ist Francisco Soriano.  

Villa de Mijas choir 
La Cala de Mijas. 18 August, 9pm. 
Plaza del Torreón. 
A varied repertoire of choir music 
from diverse cultures and origins. 

The Animals III, Songs of 
Smokie, Echoes of the 60s  
Mijas. 19 August, 9pm. Mijas Mu-
nicipal Auditorium. 15€. 
The Animals II are coming direct 
from Newcastle, Songs Of Smokie 
and Echoes of the 60s tribute acts. 
Tickets tel: 609 488 572 

Pink Purple Zep Fest 
Estepona. 26 August, Plaza del 
Toros. 25€ or 70€ VIP. 
The Pink Purple Zep Fest is a cele-
bration of the music of three of the 
biggest names in rock history, Pink 
Floyd, Deep Purple and Led Zeppe-
lin.  The music will be performed 
by three of the leading tribute 
bands from the UK: Think Floyd, 
Deeper Purple and Whole Lotta 
Led. www.pinkpurplezepfest.com 

FLAMENCO  

Jaleo 
Malaga. Every Monday and Thurs-
day 1.30pm and Saturdays 2pm. 
Museo Interactiva de Musíca 
Malaga (MIMMA), 15€ with a 
welcoming drink. 
Flamenco singing and dancing. 

 Weekly flamenco shows 
 Malaga. Kelipe Flamenco, C/Muro 
de Puerta Nueva 10. 
Every Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day 9.30pm. For private workshops 
and more information  tel: 34 665 
09 73 59 or email: kelipe.man-
zano@gmail.com 

Open-Air Flamenco 
Vélez-Málaga. 10.30pm. The 
open-air theatre on the Cerro de 
San Cristóbal. Free. 
11 August . Naike Ponce and 
Paquete.   
18 August . Jorge Pardo. 
 https://mivelez-
malaga.com/whats-on/open-air-

flamenco-concerts/    

FESTIVALS 

Fairs and festivals 
Antequera. 16-20 August. 
The annual fair is split into daytime 
and nightime events both with 
concerts and other activities. Satur-
day is the Día del Caballista and 
there will be a gathering of riders 
and their horses in Paseo Real.  
Archidona. 14-18 August. 
In honour of the patron saint of the 
town, La Virgen de Gracia. The ro-
meria is on 14 August in the eve-
ning.  
Torremolinos. 11, 12 August. 
Feria de San Miguel and Santa 
María del Mar. Concerts, DJs, danc-
ing, competitions, bar and food 
from which money raised goes to 
Cáritas charity. Starts at 8.30pm in 
the Oasis,  Playa del Bajondillo  
Villanueva de la Concepción. 12-15 
August. 
In honour of the patron saint of the 
town, La Inmaculada Concepción.  

Festival de la India 
Churriana. 15 August, 8pm- 
12.30am. Hare Krishna Cultural 
centre. Free.  
Celebrating the 70th anniversary 
of the India’s Independence Day 
the festival will include Bharat 
Natyam and kathak dance, drama, 
sitar and tabla music, henna tat-
toos, Indian costume photo stand 
and a wide variety of Indian vege-
tarian delicacies. 
www.harekrishna.es 

International Folklore Festival 
La Cala de Mijas 12 August, from 
9pm. Free.  
Organised by the Mijas Town Hall 
and the University Popular de Mi-
jas, the festival will celebrate dif-
ferent dance traditions. There will 
be a parade through the streets fol-
lowed by dances from Ciudad Real, 
Peru, Bulgaria and Malaga.  

Noche del Vino 
Cómpeta. 15 August.  
Traditionally this was a farewell 
party for the grape pickers who 
would be leaving to start the grape 
harvest and would not be returning  
until October. A guest celebrity 
treads the grapes and there is wine 
tasting, local products, live music 
and dancing.  

Mad Bear Beach Festival 
Torremolinos. Until 16 August. 
Various venues.  
This gay festival is one of the big-
gest gatherings of ‘bears’ in Spain. 
www.mad.bear.org 

:: T. B. 
MIJAS.  The Sundown Sounds 
music festival in La Cala de Mi-
jas continues next week with a 
special performance by popular 
local band, The Spiders from 
Marbs.  

Spiders from Marbs is a David 
Bowie tribute act made up of sev-
eral members of the well-known 
Costa punk band, The Reinfected. 
These include former actor and 
producer, Roland Quesnel, and 
lead guitarist, Mats Riedeborn, 
both lifelong Bowie devotees. 
Rhythm guitarist, Martin Hope, 
was a founder member of cult 
punk band, The Accused, a Brit-
ish band that featured in the 2010 
documentary about the Birming-
ham punk scene of the 1970s. 

The band will perform songs 
from the era when Bowie styled 
himself as the androgynous 
alien, Ziggy Stardust, who was 
backed by the legendary Spiders 
from Mars. This was Bowie’s 
most productive and iconic pe-
riod and next week’s show in-
cludes songs from the celebrated 
Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust, 

Aladdin Sane and Diamond Dogs. 
The band will also pay tribute 

to Brian Ferry and Roxy Music, 
another pioneering band on the 
avant-garde glam-rock scene of 
the early seventies. 

The Spiders from Marbs are 
the only Bowie tribute act on 
the coast and their show bears 
witness to the huge influence 
that Bowie’s Ziggy Stardust had 
on the glam-rock era. 

The show will be held in the 
Plaza de Ayuntamiento in La 
Cala de Mijas on Thursday 17 
August at 9pm. The concert, 
which is free, is organised by Big 
M Promotions and the Foreign 
Residents department of Mijas 
town hall.  

 The Sundown Sounds music 
festival continues throughout 
August with the Jersey Boys trib-
ute to Frankie Valli and the Four 
Seasons on Thursday 24. There 
will also be a night of traditional 
flamenco performed by Arte Az-
abache on Thursday 31 August.

Golden years of 
Bowie in Mijas Costa 

Spiders from Marbs will be in La Cala de Mijas next week. ::  SUR

z·   Information  : 
bigm@costadeldisco.com

David Gómez, Torremolinos

India Festival Churriana

>
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EVENTS  

Plaza Mayor Summer festival 
Malaga.Until 26 August, 9.30pm. 
Plaza Mayor . 
Magic shows, circus acts, music 
from local bands and the Malaga 
Philharmonic Orchestra and much 
more. www.plazamayor.es 

Ecological market 
Mijas. Parque Andalucía. Second 
Sunday of the month and the last 
Sunday of the month in the Bule-
var de La Cala.  
Ecological food and environmen-
tally friendly products are on sale. 

Fiesta de la Cerveza 
Oktoberfest 
Fuengirola. 18 August until 3 Sep-
tember, 7pm-2am Mon-Sat and 
midday to 2am on Sundays. Cas-
tillo Sohail.  
The best Bavarian beers, typical 
German foods and folklore bring 
the ambiance of the Munich Okto-
berfest to Fuengirola.  

Craft fair 
Puerto Banús. Until 31 August. 
Plaza Antonio Banderas. 
Over 50 stalls with crafts from all 
over the world.  

‘Me Vuelves Lorca’ 
Alpujarras. Until 12 August. La-
roles. 
The festival includes live music, a 
theatre production and flamenco. 
More information 
http://web2.mevuelveslorca.com 

Shooting stars week 
Benalmádena. Until 13 August, 
10pm. Open air planetarium at the 
top of the cable car lift on Ca-
lamorro. 
The perseids, or San Lorenzo’s 
tears, are an astronomical phe-
nomenan created by the Earth 
passing through the tail of a 
comet. The planetarium is offer-
ing viewings through their tele-
scopes as part of the Noches Mági-
cas de Teleférico which start at 
7pm every day throughout 
August. Tel: 902 19 04 82 or visit: 
www.teleféricobenalmádena.es  

Sea Life Jurassic Oceans 
Benalmádena. Sea Life Aquarium  
The Plesiosauraus and the Mega-
lodon lived in the oceans millions 
of years ago and are represented 
in the new exhibition at Sea Life 
Benalmádena. The exhibition in-
cludes an interactive activity for 
children which allows them to 
discover the skeleton of a Plesio-
saurus and the tooth of a Megalo-
don with holgrams to help dem-

onstrate the size of these extinct 
creatures and other dinosaurs.   

Cabaret Circus 
LLas Lagunas. 11 August, 9.30pm. 
Parque Andalucía. Free.  
Acrobats, contortionists, balancing 
acts, moncycling, jugglers and 
clowns. 

Peppa Pig and Ben & Holly 
Torremolinos. 12 August, 9.30pm. 
The bull ring. 
Tickets (cheaper in advance) from 
Toy Planet in Torremolinos, 
www.giglon.com or from the box 
office.  

Lighthouse tours 
 Torrox. Every Thursday.  
Visit the lighthouse and the 
archaeological remains. First 
English tour is on 13 July and then 
every other week (inbetween tours 
are in German). Facebook: 

cifarodetorrox, email: 
cifaro@torrox.es  

Trip to Three Cultures Festival 
 Fuengirola. 25 August. Various de-
parture points. 20€ 
Lux Mundi Fuengirola have 
organised a trip to Frigiliana to 

the Three Cultures Festival. Tel: 
952 474 840, e-mail 
luxmundif@gmail.com   

Trip to Almuñécar for fiesta 
 Torre del Mar. 15 August. Various 
departure points. 12€ 
Lux Mundi Torre have organised a 
trip to Almuñécar to see the 
festivities in honour of the Virgen 
de la Antigua. Procession to the 
beach followed by firework 
display. Tel.952543334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org    

Espanglish    
Torre del Mar. August. 1€ 
Lux Mundi, Torre del Mar are 
holding language interchange 
mornings from 11am until 1pm 
throughout August.  Tel:952 543 
334 or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org  

Coach trip to Cáceres, Mérida 

and Badajoz 
 Torre del Mar. 25 - 29 September.  
Various departure points. 348€ pp, 
double room, 398€ single room. 
Lux Mundi Torre have organised a 
trip with guided tours of Mérida 
Badajoz, the monastery at 
Guadalupe and Trujillo.  
Tel.952543334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org   

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
    Spiderman: Homecoming: 
20.30, 23.00 (Thurs) 
Emoji Movie: 17.10, 19.05 (Thurs) 

Noche del Vino, Cómpeta

Shooting stars, Benalmádena
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O. V. FILM 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Despicable Me 3:  15.50  
The Emoji Movie: 12.00, 17.00 
Rough Night: 21.45 (Tues)  
Spiderman, Homecoming: 12.20, 
16.45. 
King Arthur: Legend of the 
Sword:  19.00, 21.45, 00.20. 
I Am Not Your Negro:  21.00 
(Thurs) 

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-
niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
Tanna: 18.00 
Their Finest: 22.00 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  

Spider man: Home Coming: 
12.20, 16.45 (every day); 19.45, 
22.35 (Mon, Tues, Thurs) 
King Arthur: Legend of the 
Sword: 15.45, 17.45, 22.00. 
The Emoji Movie: 16.15, 18.15 
Dunkirk: 22.30 
Transformers: The last Knight 
16.00 
Despicable Me 3: 15.50 (every 
day) 
Spiderman: Homecoming: 18.00 
Atomic Blonde : 15.45 
Cars 3 : 20.20 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Dunkirk: 15.20 (every day) 
Atomic Blonde: 14.30 (every day) 
Transformers: The Last Knight : 
15.00, 21.00 (every day) 
Spider man: The Homecoming : 
15.10 (every day) 
King Arthur: Legend of the 
Sword: 12.30, 17.40, 20.15, 22.50 
(every day). 
The Emoji Movie: 12.30, 18.30 
(every day).  

Torremolinos Summer cinema 
Playamar beach. Spanish audio 
with English subtitles. Cine de 
verano: www. torremolinos.es  
Pets: 15 August, 10pm.    
Hunger Games Mockingjay part 
2: 17 August, 9.30pm. 
Goosebumps: 22 August, 
9.30pm. 
The Huntsman, Winter’s War: 
24 August, 9.30pm.

Emoji Movie

>

:: JENNIE RHODES  
FRIGILIANA. The Festival Tres 
Culturas de Frigiliana is celebrat-
ing its 12th year and will take place 
from 24 until 27 August. 

It has become one of the most 
popular festivals in Malaga prov-
ince attracting people from all over 
Spain and abroad. Last year some 
35,000 people attended the four-
day festival and the town hall ex-
pects the number to be higher this 
time. 

The festival is to promote the 
three cultures that make up the 
history of Frigiliana; Arabic, Chris-
tian and Jewish. The artists are cho-
sen to represent all three elements. 

During the day there will be 
processions, workshops and chil-
dren’s activities. A tapas route will 
also form part of the event as will 
stalls selling local products and 
handmade crafts. 

The main events will be the 
concerts which this year include 
two of Spain’s biggest names in 
flamenco - Estrella Morente and 
Jorge Pardo, along with the Bar-
mer Boys from Rajasthan who 
have been described as “the  next 
generation of performers that 
carry forward the centuries-old 
musical traditions of the Man-
ganiyars and are leading exam-

ples of contemporary Rajasthani 
folk and Sufi music.” 

Balkan Paradise Orchestra from 
Barcelona, Spanish group Ethnos 
Atramo, who describe themselves 

as “electro-acoustic folk and tra-
ditional but with a contemporary 
feel,” will also be performing. 

And last but not least, Siría en 
Mí, which are a duo made up by 
Mahmoud Fares, born in Aleppo 
but living in Spain since 2014, 
and Wafir S. Gibril, who was born 
in Sudan, but has lived in Spain 
since 1990. 

Between them they create 
voices and sounds from the Mid-
dle East, spiritual Islamic music, 
music from ancient Spain and 
traditional Syrian music. 

Three cultures in Frigiliana

Estrella Morente will be performing at this year’s festival. ::  SUR

 When. 24 - 27 August 

 Where. Frigiliana. 

 More information. www.fes-
tivalfrigiliana3culturas.com

DETAILS
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The Blue and Whites 
have now taken their 
tally to seven preseason 
defeats out of seven 

MALAGA. Malaga’s miserable re-
cord in preseason continued as Ital-
ian side Lazio claimed a comfortable 
1-0 victory in the Costa del Sol Tro-
phy match in front of a half-full La 
Rosaleda on Saturday night. 

Míchel fielded an eleven which 
many would expect to line up in the 
season’s opener against Eibar on 21 
August, but his side, visibly lacking 
in confidence, were second best to 

the Italians who were unfortunate 
not to take a lead into half time. 

Inzaghi’s men fashioned the clear-
est chances, with Adam Marušić test-
ing the reflexes of Roberto from range. 

Spaniard Keita Baldé had the crowd 
on its feet as he tricked his way past 
three Malaga defenders before his 
left-footed strike cannoned out off 
the inside of the post. 

Malaga’s Adrián ought to have done 
better with his header after 34 min-
utes which went straight at Thomas 
Strakosha. 

There were no wholesale changes 
at the break and that certainly worked 
in the visitors’ favour. They main-
tained the same intensity and took 
the lead after Juankar got caught be-
tween Ciro Immobile and his own 
goalkeeper, inadvertently flicking 
the ball into his own net under pres-
sure. 

The home faithful expected a fight-
back but it was delayed in coming. 
Only after wholesales changes (with 
debuts for Cecchini and Diego) did 
the home side show any sign of af-

fecting the scoreline. The latter came 
closest with a free header that sailed 
wide when it looked easier to score. 

En-Nesyri toiled and forced the 
keeper into a good save from the an-
gle, but in truth Lazio never looked 
overtly troubled and went on to claim 
the trophy. 

When asked if he was worried that 
his side had lost all of their preseason 
games so far, head coach Míchel was 
calm. He said: “We’ve still got a fort-
night to go. We will continue to search 
for solutions, whether from inside 
the squad or outside.” 

Míchel fielded a more experimen-
tal side against Granada on Tuesday 
night, the first of two domestic friend-
lies this week, and saw a repeat of the 

scoreline against Lazio, with keeper 
Cenk Gonen this time at fault to gift 
Joselu the winner. 

Malaga face Villarreal in Cadiz to-
day, their final match before the sea-
son opener against Eibar on 21 August.

Malaga suffer 
further setbacks in 
already disastrous 
preseason campaign

Juankar on the ground after sending the ball looping over his own keeper. :: ÑITO SALAS

MMALAGA 0  LAZIO  1

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

Al-Thani shuts down 

move for Javi García  

 
In the aftermath of Saturday’s 
game, head coach Míchel con-
firmed that he was interested in 
adding Zenit defensive mid-
fielder Javi García to his squad. 
He said: “I spoke with him yester-
day. It’s looking good. We’re just 
waiting for the final OK [from 
the owner].” 

However, within hours of the 
press conference, Al-Thani took 
to Twitter to say: “With my re-
spect to the player Javi Garcia it is 
not our target for Málaga cf so 
please close this door (sic).” 

Despite publically undermin-
ing his man in the hotseat, he 
later added: “I trust [Míchel] and 
I believe he make big team so 
please I do not want anyone [say-
ing] there is no trust between me 
and the coach.”
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IN BRIEF

Confusion over launch 
of new away kit  

MALAGA 
:: P. L. ALONSO. A peculiar design 
on Malaga’s away kit for the new 
season has generated a certain de-
gree of controversy. Originally 
launched with an anchovy design 
(Malaga are called the ‘boquer-

ones’), the fish has now given way 
to a lion after fans voiced their 
displeasure at the original design. 
Whether they will be pleased 
with the latest design remains to 
be seen.  

The club has announced that 
this new grey kit will be released 
in the coming days and that fans 
will be able to purchase the shirt 
with or without the lion.

Mikel given permission 
to talk to Cadiz 

MALAGA 
:: P. L. A. Despite featuring against 
Granada on Tuesday night and in-
juries in defence for Federico Ricca 
and Miguel Torres, Malaga have 
given permission to Mikel Vil-
lanueva to complete a loan move 
to Segunda side Cadiz. 

Mikel, 24, who has 14 caps for 
Venezuela, has found himself be-
hind Luis Hernández, Paul Paysse 
and Diego González in the peck-
ing order, despite a reasonable cam-
paign last season.

Rolón to complete 
transfer imminently 

MALAGA 
::  P. L. A. Malaga are set to com-
plete a deal for defensive midfielder 
Esteban Rolón who will join from 
Argentinos Juniors in a deal which 
could rise to 3.5 million euros. 

Sheikh Al-Thani is personally 
leading negotiations for the 21-
year-old who is already booked in 
for a medical and could sign a six-
year deal in a matter of days. 

Rolón is certainly one for the 
future and is far from the Cama-
cho replacement fans are craving.

The new second kit. :: MALAGA CF

Casanova, who oversaw 
the development of 
some of Malaga’s 
brightest young stars in 
recent years, died 
unexpectedly on Sunday  

:: PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. Malaga CF held a min-
ute’s silence on Monday after learn-
ing of the unexpected sudden death 
of Manel Casanova, former academy 
director, responsible for unearthing 

some of the club’s major young stars 
in recent years. 

Casanova suffered a heart attack 
while watching the Malaga youth 
team play a friendly game against Ma-
laka CF at the latter’s home ground 
in the western suburbs of the city on 
Sunday night. He was pronounced 
dead at the scene after failed attempts 
to resuscitate him. He was 66. 

Recruited from Espanyol by 
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Thani, Casanova  
oversaw youth development at the 
club as academy director. His ability 
for spotting talent was widely rec-

ognised in the game. In fact, he was 
responsible for recruiting Pablo For-
nals, Javi Ontiveros and Sergi Dar-
der, just to name a few, and nurtur-
ing their development to first-team 
level. 

In recent times, however, illness 
forced him to take a back seat. Prob-
lems with his legs meant he was ab-
sent from the day-to-day running of 
the club for almost two years, but fol-
lowing his recovery he recently  came 
back to work as technical secretary, 
a role he was carrying out until his 
death.

Club mourns the loss of former 
academy director Manel Casanova

Casanova’s colleagues and Malaga youth players came together for a minute’s silence. :: ÑITO SALAS
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         A LOOK AT LA LIGA

Behind closed doors at the Camp 
Nou and the Bernabéu, they will 
be going through the pre-season 
check list. 

New kit launched – tick, global 
trip completed –tick, schedule in 
hand – tick, and then we come to 
the tricky ones… Significant sign-
ings completed? Superstar egos in 
check? And that’s where the 
differences lie. 

Real Madrid 
pricked the bubble 
of Cristiano Ron-
aldo when he 
made noises 
about leaving 
the capital in the 
early part of the 
summer amid his 
tax tribulations. I 
suspect an official 
gave him a stadium 
map with a route to the exit 
sign if he needed to find it. It went 
very quiet after that. 

Meanwhile, in Catalonia, all of 

the noise has been about Neymar. 
At first, we all thought it was pos-
turing but Barcelona may be secretly 
content to bag a ridiculous amount 
of money and rid themselves of a 
distraction in the long term. 

In the short term, they have a 
big issue though; they need to bal-
ance a squad which was inade-

quate before the number 
eleven shirt became 

vacant.  Their ‘rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e s ’  

seem to be 
camped in 
plush hotels in 
Liverpool and 
D o r t m u n d  
with a bag of 

cash in tow. If 
Philippe Cout-

inho, Ousmane 
Dembélé, and any 

other starlet was to join 
Barcelona, there needs to be a sig-
nificant amount of time to settle 
into a far more demanding club. 

The teams meet over two legs in 
the Spanish Super Cup this week 
and it will not give a significant in-
sight into what is to come. When 
the clubs play their best eleven, 
there is very little to choose - in fact 
nothing to choose. The issue comes 
when injuries, suspensions and fa-
tigue kick in. 

Last season, Zinedine Zidane 
could regularly make nine changes 
and the equilibrium wouldn’t be af-
fected. If his opposite number made 
any alterations then Barça’s balance 
would wobble. 

Ernesto Valverde would like to 
impose his new coaching ideas from 
the start but it is impossible when 
he doesn’t know the exact make-
up of his squad. Zidane can start 
working on plans A-B-C etc. 

In Barcelona, they need to start 
re-planting; in Madrid, all in the 
garden is rosy. They have cleared 
out some of the deadwood, trimmed 
everything and the seeds that were 
sewn a year ago are allowing sap-

lings to flourish.   
Real Madrid are ready to go. I’d 

argue that the only position they 
could actually strengthen is goal-
keeper with the addition of David 
De Gea.  It has gone quiet on that 

front but don’t discount it. 
Barcelona is still very much a 

work in progress, with their repre-
sentatives due to return from trips 
to foreign lands and their wares yet 
to be tested. 

Barcelona still have a lot of shopping to do before the season starts

Check list incomplete

ROB PALMER

Coutinho has been heavily linked with Barcelona in recent weeks. :: AFP
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Ousmane Dembélé.  :: EFE

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer
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MALAGA. There is a tranquility about 
Antonio González Castilla, as he 
speaks quietly about his achievement. 
The modesty of this police officer is 
almost palpable, as he talks about 
what it was like to have become the 
European champion of Brazilian jiu-
jitsu in his category.  

The sun is shining on his face as 
we talk, and he is sipping a cup of 
herbal tea before a training session. 
The cup looks tiny in his hand. 

The fact is that Antonio is “a bit of 
a giant,” at 1.82 metres tall and 92 ki-
los of pure muscle. His skin isn’t green, 
but as far as his five-year-old daugh-
ter, Claudia is concerned, this police-
man is like Hulk, the Marvel super-
hero who has superhuman, almost 
unlimited, strength.  

That’s what she tells her classmates 
at school in Torremolinos, the town 
in which Antonio has lived for over 
ten years. He was born in Olivares 
(Granada) and realised that his future 
would lie in Malaga after meeting the 
woman who is now his wife, who de-
cided to study audiovisual commu-
nication at the university there. 

Now, he works in the heart of 
Malaga, as part of the Judicial Police 
department in the city centre. He 
loves his work, but is equally as dedi-
cated to his other passion: sport.  

He has been practising different 
sports for years, but has never been 
keen on gyms: “I don’t like going to 

the gym because I talk too much. I 
can spend two hours there, but will 
only train for about ten minutes of 
that time,” he says.  

Instead, he took up crossfit, a form 
of strength training and condition-
ing based on a variety of exercises. 
However, he regularly suffered inju-
ries - “one day it would be my shoul-
der, the next day the knee” - until a 
friend suggested that he try Brazil-
ian jiu-jitsu instead.  

 Antonio had always been attracted 
by the idea of martial arts and decided 
to give it a go. He was loaned a ki-
mono, tried a few techniques, then 
it was time to start combat. He smiles, 
as he remembers how a girl who 
weighed 40 kilos less than he did 
forced him effortlessly to the ground. 

That is precisely the point of jiu-

jitsu. This discipline, which originated 
from Japanese judo and was intro-
duced in Brazil by a few masters, 
makes it possible to overcome an op-
ponent using different techniques 
such as rolling, joint-locks and choke-
holds, among others.  

That was his first day and he im-
mediately found out what the tatami 
mat smelled like at close hand. How-
ever, like any good champion, he car-
ried on.  

“I was hooked on this sport right 
from the start,” says Antonio, who 
started to train every day, and some-
times twice a day if his working hours 
permitted. 

He started in this sport about a year 
and a half ago, but his progress was 
so surprising that his colleagues en-
couraged him to enter the European 

championship which was organised 
by the International Federation of  
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu in Lisbon.  

One of those companions was 
Aron Adamko, an instructor at the 
Lilius Barnatt academy, where An-
tonio trains. “He is the best pupil 
anyone could have,” he says. “Anto-
nio is focused, modest, he leaves his 
ego off the tatami and is in good 
physical shape. All that, combined 
with his dedication, has been key 
to his success,” says Aron, who also 
points out that within 12 months 
of putting on the kimono for the 
first time, Antonio had won the 
most important European champi-
onship in his category, the heavy-
weight white belt.  

Antonio started a special training 
plan to prepare for the competition, 

in combat with colleagues from higher 
categories. “I like to do it like that. I 
don’t mind losing and I learn the tech-
niques they are using against me, 
then I copy them,” he says.  

The tournament 

That is exactly what he believes he 
did in Lisbon during the champion-
ship, although he says he isn’t too 
sure. He can’t really remember how 
he overcame his opponents. This is 
due to nerves, he admits with a smile: 
“I can’t even remember the feel of 
the tatami underfoot.”  

What will remain in his mind for-
ever are the words of encouragement 
from his daughter, who was shout-
ing support from the stands.  She 
didn’t care whether he won or lost; 
her mother had already explained 
that Antonio was a champion any-
way, even if he was beaten by his op-
ponent. 

However, that didn’t happen. Soon 
afterwards he was standing on the 
top of the podium with the gold 
medal around his neck. He is hoping 
to repeat that experience at the world 
championships in Las Vegas later this 
month.  

For now, though, as well as the 
medal, he has the warm memory of 
the congratulations from his family, 
friends and colleagues in the police 
force, including his boss. “I’ve tried 
to persuade some of the others to give 
it a try too, but haven’t managed it 
so far,” he says. He believes that the 
police academy in Ávila should be 
teaching some of the Brazilian jiu-
jitsu techniques to trainee officers, 
because it is very useful in a situation 
where somebody has to be pushed to 
the ground.  

In fact, his young daughter is fol-
lowing in his foosteps. “I registered 
her for classes and she loves it. As soon 
as I bought her a kimono, she was 
hooked. With everything I see in the 
streets these days, I think it is really 
useful for people to learn martial arts,” 
he says. 

So far, Antonio has never had to 
use any of these techniques in his 
work, but the knowledge is there and 
his colleagues are pleased about that.   
In the city centre the police always 
have to be vigilant, and it is reassur-
ing to go on patrol with a champion 
at your side. 

Antonio González Castilla, during a training session. :: FERNANDO GONZÁLEZ

A champion on patrol in the city  

Antonio González 
Castilla, a police 
officer in Malaga, won 
the European 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu 
championship

ÁLVARO 
FRÍAS

 On Twitter: alvaro_frias 
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S Swimming. Following on from her success at the World Aquatics Champion-
ships in Budapest, swimmer Mireia Belmonte picked up another gold in the 400-
metre freestyle event at the Swimming World Cup in Berlin on Monday. :: AFP

S Motorcycle racing. Thirteen-time world champion, Ángel Nieto, who died 
last week as a result of a road accident in Ibiza, was cremated on Saturday. Trib-
utes continue to flow in, including from the Royal Family and the government. 
Many flocked to the corner named in his honour at the Jerez motor racing cir-
cuit, pictured, to pay their respects. :: EFE

 Polo. Brunei will 
face Lechuza Caracas 
in the semifinals of 
the High Goal 
Maserati Silver Cup 
after defeating La 
Indiana by 8 goals to 
5 in the quarterfinals 
of the 46th Interna-
tional Polo Tourna-
ment organised by 
Santa Maria Polo 
Club on Wednesday. 
Ayala Polo Team and 
Dos Lunas A & G Pri-
vate Banking will 
play in the other 
semifinal. Both 
games will be played 
this evening. :: SANTA 

MARÍA POLO CLUB
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Six youngsters, with 
proven success in their 
chosen sports, tell us 
about their experiences on 
the other side of the pond 

MALAGA. The sporting talent in 
Malaga has set its sights on the USA 
and an increasing number of young 
hopefuls are now deciding to cross 
the pond and combine studies and 
sport through one of the scholarships 
which are made available by Ameri-
can universities. Examples include 
basketball player Francis Alonso, gol-
fers Ana Peláez and Gonzalo García, 
athlete Guillermo Alcalá, swimmer 
Gonzalo Rodríguez and rower Sole-

dad González, among others.  
All of these, with outstan-

ding success so far in their 
chosen sport, have decided 
to complete their training 
in a country where studies 

and sport are given equal 
importance, and where the 

facilities for combining the 
two are very different to the 

way things work in Spain, as Gon-
zalo Rodríguez explains: “Here in 
America, they offer us different 
options regarding timetables, lec-

Malaga’s young talent is emigrating

turers and days when we attend 
classes. It means that, because we 
know in advance when our trai-
ning sessions will be, we can orga-
nise things so that the classes don’t 
clash with training in the 
swimming pool or gymnasium, for 
example.” 

That is not the only advantage 
of the scholarships, says golfer Ana 
Peláez, bronze medallist in the Eu-
ropean under-18 championship 
which took place in Oslo, Norway.  

“Those who are doing sport have 
an advisor who asks us every week 
how we are doing in different 
things and monitors our marks. 
We also have private classes, which 
the university pays for, in every 
subject.”  

That is a luxury which more 
than 1,000 Spanish athletes have 
enjoyed through these scholarships 
so far; many of these are organised 
through AGM, one of the leading 
agencies in the sector, but others 
have arranged it themselves. The 
average sum offered by these uni-
versities is about 20,000 euros, 
which is enough to cover the cost 
of the school year, accommodation 
and food, according to information 
supplied by AGM.  

Obtaining the scholarship 
“After I passed my exams I saw on 
the internet that, by combining 
my sporting and academic achie-
vements I could obtain a scho-
larship to study at any university 
in America, so I decided to send my 
CV. I then received a call from the 
rowing coach at Philadelphia Uni-
versity, Christopher O’Brien,” says 
Soledad González, who used to row 
with the Real Club Mediterráneo 
in Malaga.  

Gonzalo García, Spanish mixed 
pairs golfing champion with Ana 
Peláez, says things were different 
in his case. “I didn’t want to stop 
playing, under any circumstances, 
so through Castor Gómez, a trai-
ner with the Andalusian Federa-
tion, who has many contacts with 
heads of universities here, I was 
able to obtain a scholarship with 
the Northwestern Ohio (UNOH),” 
he explains. 

All these athletes say the trai-
ning is very demanding and they 
have improved on all levels. “If I 
hadn’t come here, I would be half 
the player I am now,” says Francis 
Alonso, European champion with 
the under-20 Spanish basketball 
team and one of the best players 
on the continental tournament. 
He has spent more time in Ameri-
ca than many of the others, becau-
se he attended a Prep School befo-
re starting university.  

Spain is one of the countries 
with the most athletes competing 
in university leagues in the USA, 
although there is no official regis-
ter to show how many of them are 
on scholarships. To be eligible for 
one of these grants, students have 
to have completed their Baccaula-
reate, passed the American exams 
(known as SAT), and also pass the 
TOEFL English test.  

In fact, language tends to be one 
of the challenges which many 
applicants from Malaga face as soon 
as they arrive. “My level of English 
was quite good, but talking in a 
different language for hours on 
end gave me a headache for the 
first few months. Now, though, I 
often find myself thinking in En-
glish, and when I visit Malaga I end 
up speaking ‘spanglish’ with my 
family!” says Soledad González.  

Experiences 
These six promising young ath-
letes agree that living the Ameri-
can dream is enabling them to en-
joy some wonderful experiences.  

“I couldn’t name just one be-
cause there have been so many, but 

Personal details 
 Date of birth:  25 May 1996. 
 University:  North Carolina at 
Greensboro. 
 Degree course:  Kinesiology 
(INEF). 

Sporting success 
 In Spain:  Last summer he became 
European champion with the un-
der-20s team.  
 In USA:  Record score as a freshman 
at the university. 

FRANCIS 
ALONSO (BASKETBALL)

An increasing number of local athletes are taking 
advantage of the scholarships which are offered by 
American universities 

FÁTIMA  
ÁVILA-
CASANOVA

 On Twitter: @faticasanova  
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it was fantastic when my father 
made a surprise visit with Manolo 
Rubia (the Unicaja team’s opera-
tions director). On a sporting level, 
the best one was when I broke the 
record score as a freshman at the 
university,” says Francis Alonso.  

There have been few disagree-
able moments, although some have 
suffered injuries, including Gon-
zalo Rodríguez and Soledad 
González.  

“As soon as I arrived in Michigan 
I broke my ankle, and that was a 
difficult time. My parents are doc-
tors and whenever I have had a 
problem in the past they have 
sorted it out. I found it really hard 
to cope without them. For nearly 
two months I couldn’t swim, I had 
to have physiotherapy and it was 
awful trying to walk on crutches 
in the snow. Still, it helped me to 
mature,” says Soledad.  

Despite the facilities they enjoy 
in the USA, everyday life can be qui-
te hard, says Guillermo Alcalá, an 
athlete from the Cueva de Nerja-
UMA club. “I wake up at 6am and go 
straight to the gym. Then I have clas-
ses from 8am to 2pm, and from 3.30 
to 6pm I train. After that I take a 
shower, have something to eat and 
study until midnight, when I go to 
bed,” he explains.  

The athletes have to give 100 per 
cent of themselves in their training 
sessions, and they are also expected 

to perform well academically. “The 
Americans seem to think we are ma-
chines. They don’t take into account 
the fact that we need to rest someti-
mes. Some days it gets us down. All 
they think about is training, so in that 
aspect they have a bit of tunnel vi-
sion,” says Guillermo. 

They all mention the cultural diffe-
rences between the two countries, 
as well. “What struck me from the 
first day is how much they depend 
on their cars. I normally walk to my 
classes; some of them are about 15 or 
20 minutes apart, and they say I’m 
mad to do that,” says Alonso. For Gon-

zalo García, however, the worst thing 
is the food: “They only eat junk food 
here, and it’s expensive.” 

When thinking about the future, 
these six athletes are divided. While 
some, like Francis Alonso, Ana Pelá-
ez and Guillermo Alcalá, are working 
hard towards a career in their chosen 
sport, the others are more interested 
in their academic future.  

“I have learned a great deal and I 
have grown as a person thanks to 
swimming, but after so many years 
I think it’ll probably be time to give 
it up when I finish university,” says 
Gonzalo Rodríguez.

Personal details 
 Date of birth:  16 Februrary 1996. 
 University:  Grand Valley State.  
 Degree Course:  Advertising and PR 
with Graphic Design. 

Sporting success 
 In Spain:  Champion and runner-up 
of Andalucía in several different 
categories. 
 In USA:  He is the fastest swimmer at 
the university in 500 yards fre-
estyle and 200 yards freestyle.

GONZALO RODRÍGUEZ 
VILLASONTE (SWIMMER)

Personal details 
 Date of birth:  12 November 
1997. 
 University:  Mount Olive. 
 Degree Course:  Business 
Management. 

Sporting success 
 In Spain:  One of the top eight 
athletes in the country over 
200 metres, although he has 
not competed for some time 
due to injuries. 
 International:  Second in his 
category in 200 metres on an 
indoor track. 

GUILLERMO ALCALÁ 
(ATHLETE)

Personal details 
 Date of birth:  9 August 1995. 
 University:  Philadelphia. 
 Degree course:  3D Animation. 
Sporting success 

 International:  Double gold me-
dallist in the Bill Braxton Re-
gatta, two bronzes in the Mur-
phy Cup and fifth in the Head 
of the Charles regatta.

MARÍA SOLEDAD GONZÁLEZ (ROWER)

Personal details 
 Date of birth:  22 March 1998. 
 University:  South Carolina. 
 DDegree course:  Business  
(Economics). 

Sporting success 
 In Spain:  First in the Womens’ 
Championship in Madrid. 
 International:  Bronze in the 
world junior team cham-
pionships, bronze in the Euro-
pean under-18s and top team 
in the American University 
League.

ANA 
PELÁEZ (GOLF)
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Costa: 2 bed pent-
house, seaviews, pool, parking, 
99,000 Euros. 626864683 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA: Central studio/ 1 
bedroom apartment, close to eve-
rything. 69.000 Euros. 626864683 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

ALHAURIN Torre, Grande, Coin. All 
your property requirements! Julia-
Esme 629487762, 678457784 
www.arisinmobiliaria.com 

Marbella 

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile) 
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

CABOPINO/Artola. Modern and spa-
cious ground-floor apartment. 2 
bedrooms/2 bathrooms. 120m2. 
Private garden, garage, heated pool 
and within walking distance of Ca-
bopino beach and port. 375,000 
Euros. 607716254 

Mijas 

MIJAS Golf. 2 bed. 2 bath, a/c, pool, 
gardens, storeroom, garage, superb 
views. Small community. 139,000 
euros. 647510641 

CAMPO Mijas: 3 bed townhouse, 
parking, pool, communal garden, 
sea views, roof terrace 150.000 
Euros. 626864683 

2 PLOTS for mobile homes, 20 min-
utes Fuengirola. 48,000 euros. 
603208200 

LA CALA Golf Resort. Townhouse, 
front-line golf. 3 bedrooms, 120m2. 
Stunning views. Many extras. Ideal 
for golf lovers and as invest-
ment/rental property. 299,000 
Euros. 607716254 

MIJAS Golf. Spacious 3 bedroom 
apartment, close to Fuengirola cen-
tre. 100m2, great complex with 
great facilities, garage, store-room. 
159.000 Euros. 607716254 

Torremolinos 

PLAYAMAR: Torremolinos. Well ap-
pointed 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom 
apartment. Air con, sea views. 
200,000 Euros. 629555815 

FABULOUS sea views, spacious 1 
bedroom apartment, very central, 
small quiet community. 100,000 
Euros. No agents. 952372026/ 
657169599 

Other areas 

APARTMENT first line beach in San 
Juan Alicante. Further information 
jrobles832@gmail.com 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

WWW.PARAPAR.CO.UK Looking to 
sell or buy in Spain? Over 8.000 prop-
erties available. Cash back buying 
with Parapar. Advertise now. Con-
tact 677804804 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626864683 

Benalmádena 

BEACH Studio, all amenities. 200 
week. 500 month. Leave message. 
698219852 

Estepona 

APARTMENT long or short let Par-
que Antena (Cancelada). 3 bedrooms. 
1 bathroom. A/C. 606235454 

Fuengirola 

LOS BOLICHES nice 2 bedrooms 
apartment, pool, parking, good lo-
cation, long let, 650 euros. 
608450001 

TORREBLANCA Hills, large 2 bed-
room 2 bathroom sunny apartment, 
unfurnished. Pool. 650 euros. 
608450001 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN centre. Large modern 2 be-
dooms, 350 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, bar/restaurant, best location, 
terrace, parking, 500 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, large townhouse, 4 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, garage, patio, 550 
euros/month.679111522 

ALHAURIN Torre, Grande, Coin for 
all your property requirements! Call 
Julia-Esme 629487762, 678457784 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SELF contained luxury studio San 
Pedro. Suitable professional/ re-
tired. Kitchenette. Shower room. 
Large roof terrace. 595 Euros per 
month. inc. bills and cleaner. De-
posit and references required. 
687474407 

Mijas 

MIJAS Costa. Cottage, nicely fur-
nished, small garden. 600 
euros/month. 679111522  

MIRAFLORES Golf. 1 bedroom 
apartment, modern furnished, 
golf/views, a/a, 60m2 sunny ter-
race, parking, wifi. 
490.euros/monthly (September 
until June). 670630425  

Commercial 
Properties/ 
Offices to rent 

LOS BOLICHES, Fuengirola. Busi-
ness premises to rent 97 m2. 
699026009 

SAVE euros. Super equipped shared 
office space in Marbella. No deposit 
or long term commitments. Try for 
free call 951127300 or email mar-
bellateam@ourspace.work 

Property Wanted 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

JUSTPOOLS.ES for all options, 
prices and real testimonials visit 
www.justpools.es  

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

SWIMMING pool heating. Pool cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
Pool tiling and lighting. Jacuzzi and 
hot tubs. 21 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. 952663141/ 
670409759. info@enviroca-
respain.com www.enviroca-
respain.com 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs and renovations. 
Professional and reliable service. 
All areas info@perfectpools.es. 
650348785 

Garden 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture, design (computer pre-
visualization), water features, ir-
rigation. Specializing in beauti-
ful gardens. Also replan-
ning/maintenance. 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº 1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

GARDEN and pool maintenance. 
Contracts/one-offs, Friendly, reli-
able service. 10 years on Coast. Ni-
gel. 607316665 

90 EUROS/ month Marbella to 
Malaga. Garden maintenance and 
more. 18 years on Coast.951088851 

PALMS. Tall Palm Tree Pruning. We 
use a bicycle mechanism so we don't 
damage the trees. 631132303 

GARDEN and pool maintenance. 
Private villas and communities. Pro-
fessional, reliable service. 
602424974 

SERVICES 

Alarms 

ALL TYPES video security cameras 
infrared detectors Jose Sotto since 
1973 952443838 670443838  

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

PROPERTY TO LET 
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CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

HMS PROFESSIONAL builders. 
General reforms, extensions, 
pools, damp specialist...We im-
prove on any competing quote. 
Any size job.610502623 

ALL BUILDING works, reforms, ex-
tensions, renovations. Bathrooms 
and kitchens. Windows and doors. 
Full project management. 21 years 
on the Coast. 952663141/ 
670409759. info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

MJHOMES fully qualified registered 
plumber. Call Mark. 679704737 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY ELECTRICIANS. 
Experts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

POWER failure rewiring surge pro-
teccion Jose Sotto since 1973 952 
443838, 670443838 

MARBELLA based electrician. Gen-
eral installations and repairs. Surge 
protection, garden lighting, entry 
phones. Richard 687352358, ri-
chi@europe.com. 24 hr breakdown 
service 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English profes-
sional, reliable painting & decorat-
ing company. Furniture spraying. 
Building service available. Free quo-
tations. Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

FULLY qualified decorator, all as-
pects covered with over 25 years 
experience. Friendly /efficient serv-
ice. References available. All areas 
covered, Marbella to Granada. Con-
tact Mark 653080455 952034078. 
Facebook: m.wright 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

CARPENTER. Doors, wardrobes, 
flooring, rotten wood repaired, be-
spoke, own workshop, 12 yr. Mar-
bella. 666269751 

Gates 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

DRIVEWAY Gates and Automation, 
Garage Doors and Electric Motors, 
Video/ Audio Intercoms. Installa-
tions and Repairs. For free profes-
sional advice or estimates call Co-
lin on 636394641/ 951242873 or 
email info@expertgates.com 
www.expertgates.com 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 35 years expe-
rience 

Kitchens 

KITCHEN and bathrooms. Quality 
guaranteed. 21 years on the Coast. 
Projects fully managed. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Bathrooms 

QUALITY bathrooms. Full design. 
Renovations. Quality guaranteed. 
21 years on the Coast. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

CARPETS, sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 7 days. 10,00-22,00. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding marble. Clean, 
seal aterraces. 25 years experi-
ence. Cover all Costa. Tel: 0034-
671244683 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10,00-
22,00, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-

tic jointing, strips between the glass 

curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10% call to-
day. 952667559 

DIAMOND WINDOWS AND DOORS 
FOR GLASS CURTAINS, WINDOWS, 
ENTRANCE AND PATIO DOORS, 
GLASS ENCLOSURES, TOLDOS 
AND PERSIANAS. FOR A FREE NO 
OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL 
952665022/ 666135610 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

SECURITY of Spain. 24 hour lock-
smiths. 30 years experience. Call 
Daren. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

GAS FIRES Wood burning stoves. 
Airconditioning heating. Bathroom/ 
kitchen heaters. Heated towel rails. 
Solar heating. Instant gas heating 
systems. Central heating systems. 
All work fully guaranteed. All areas 
covered. 21 years on the Coast. 
952663141/ 670409759 www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING fully installed 
from 575 Euros. Repairs and serv-
icing. Martin. 650067389 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIRCONDITIONING Installations/ 
Repairs/ Servicing. Professional in-
stallations. Quality airconditioning 
units. Economical in consumption. 
21 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. 952663141/ 670409759 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted for 80 Euros. Coin meters 
supplied and fitted from 260 
Euros. For other energy-saving 
products visit www.cooland-
cosy.es. 952935513. Junta de An-
dalucía authorised. Approved pro-
fessional service for your peace 
of mind 

Property 
Management 

MAR MANAGEMENT & Home Serv-
ices to suit your individual require-
ments. Economical and Reliable.  
www.marmanagement.es 
622580866 

Cleaning Services 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
euros. 632569282 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

CLEANER 15 years residence: Do-
mestic and holiday cleans. Laundry 
and key holding. Coast and inland. 
References available. 660773351 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, uphol-
stery, soft furnishings indoor/ out-
door. Made to measure rails/ poles 
and foam to order. Sensible prices.Re-
pairs / alterations. Call 672800887 
judeinspain@hotmail.com  

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

Insurance 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Lawyers 

LAWYER: Arroyo Miel/ Malaga. 
Legal advice conveyancing, wills, 
inheritances, contracts, divorces, 
criminal defense, any litigation, 
www.abogadoenlared.co.uk/ 
george@abogadoenlared.co.uk  
952964591  

Accountants 

ACCOUNTANTS. English and Span-
ish Accountants for all accounting/ 
bookkeeping jobs. Tax and company 
formation. Professional, reliable, 
confidential. Tel: 952440773 

PAPERWORK assistance, (NIE, Resi-
dencia, driving license renewal, car 
transfers, translations etc), reloca-
tion advice. English, German, Rus-
sian. Call Irina 687733743 
www.malagaexpat.com 

REGISTRATION of holiday proper-
ties, company formations, business 
start-ups, bookkeeping, taxation 
and translations. Malcolm Green-
wood. 699780389 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094. 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Architects 

ARCHITECTS, projects, construc-
tions, new buildings, extensions, re-
furbishments, legalisations, inte-
rior design. 680700430 

Photography 

PROFESSIONAL photographer. 
Video for events and products Tel 
661217215 
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Wedding Planners 

WEDDING planner Costa del Sol - 
Call Ignacio on 661217215 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to release equity in your 
home in Spain? Need to pay IBI, Com-
munity  fees, taxes, but don´t have 
available cash now to do this. Do you 
want to sell your property for what 
it´s worth but don¿t have the abil-
ity/time frame due to cash con-
straints? Do you want an alternative 
to the Banks who are costly and slow? 
Call us now:  +34 691 179 445 +34 
952 961 952 or email ronald@flu-
entfinanceabroad.com.  Come and 
visit our San Pedro office 

RE-MORTAGE Spain, Fluent Finance 
can assess your current mortgage 
deal and see if you can save cash by 
changing lenders, contact Marc for 
a free mortgage review - 952 
853647 - melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com 

Investments 

UK PROPERTY you wish to finance/ 
re-finance at competitive rates? 
Midnight Funding Ltd Local Consult-
ant Stephen Putnam FCA. 
634338172 

Business 
Opportunities 

SAN PEDRO Peatonal street. Very 
bussy Restaurant Coffe-Bar to lease 
(medical problems), Mr. Millet. 
696178281 

MASSAGE salon for sale in San Pe-
dro. 15,000 euros. 617592070 

INVESTOR or partner wanted for 
English school. Great cash income. 
Need 50,000 euros 697834934 

B&B BOUTIQUE hotel for sale in 
Nueva Andalucia, with rent to buy 
option. 674704836 

EXCITING business venture Este-
pona Marina. 50 plus storeroom. 
Rental net 3,000 Euros month in-
come. Small investment needed. 
607796611 

A SUCCESSFUL Laundry in Elviria, 
Marbella is for sale (free lease). Ex-
cellent returns through an estab-
lished client base in this popular run-
ning business. Call +34603227899 
or Email: papps08@hotmail.com 

Artists and 
Entertainers 

DISC-JOCKEY and lighting effects, 
3D lasers, Ignacio 661217215 

Surveyors 

www.propertysi.es Get all the facts 
before you buy a new home with a 
building condition report from a 
qualified surveyor with 15 years ex-
perience on the coast. 650381201 

Financial Services 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

MEDICAL Nurse. Experieced carer 
available for home visits. Qualified. 
Short or long term, live in possible 
English-Russian speaking. Call 
634110207-602408072 

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 
MAN & VAN Removals, clearances. 
100% reliable. Always punctual. 20E 
p/h. 622020856  

MALAGA to Manchester every 2 
weeks. Part/ full loads. Dogs 250, 
cats 200. We can help you sell your 
Spanish/ Uk car or any other items. 
micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655.  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 

Regular service Spain, UK, includ-

ing Scotland and Ireland. 

952426463 www.brcspain.com 

BRITANNIA Southern. Worldwide 

container shipping. Proven track re-

cord. Customs formalities and ad-

vice. Quality packing materials sold. 

Tel: 952470707 www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA Southern. Storage in 
wooden containers. 5 mins from El 
Corte Ingles of Mijas Costa. Over 
300 containers. Trading since 1978. 
Tel: 952470707 www.southern.es 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

F1 EUROPEAN Freight SL. Spain-
UK-Spain. All storage and transpor-
tation needs catered for. UK: 
(0044)7970881273, Spain: 
(0034)622848608. gavin@f1eu-
ropeanfreight.com 

HIRE SERVICES 
MOBILITY Scooters, electric wheel-
chairs and wheelchairs for sale or 
rent. Same day delivery! Scooters 
also bought for cash!! New batter-
ies supplied & fitted. 609581139. 
www.mobiltyscootersdi-
rectspain.com  

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection. Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

CASH Today: Furniture. UK cars, 
vans. Bric a Brac. Anything con-
sidered. Local UK removals. Chris 
660366033 

WE CLEAR houses, garages, bars, 
storage units. Tel. 656187140. 
brian.d.hughes@hotmail.com 

FOR SALE Luxury apartment clear-
ance, furniture and household items. 
661064376 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 

runners or non runners. Embargos 

& finance no problem. Call now, cash 

waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 

prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 

papers. Problems solved. Call 

678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-

tion same day. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for proper 

cars, same day collection. 

678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-

stant cash. Finance/embargo UK or 

Spanish.. 685524921 

www.motorcadespain.com For 

one owner Spanish cars at U.K. 

prices 

ROBERTSON CARS. See stock of 
cars with photographs on my web 
page www.robertsoncars-
spain.com Phone: 952832173. 
Message or email: therobertson-
clan@gmail.com My family and 
granddaughters are here on holi-
day happy days. Samantha Rob-
ertson mobile 608658785 avail-
able by appointment 

CARS, VANS, 4WDS. BOUGHT AND 
SOLD. ESTABLISHED IN MAR-
BELLA FOR 36 YEARS. TEL. PE-
TER 635500164 

BAJA OUTLAW 26 496 MAGNUM 
2008, 250 HOURS. 39,500 EUROS. 
TEL. 635500164  

CRANCHI 28 CLS TWIN VOLVO 
225. 2004. 400 HOURS. 27,500 
EUROS. TEL. 635500164 

BMW 525TD MANUAL 2002 
155,000KMS, EXCELLENT CON-
DITION. REDUCED BY 1,000 TO 
2,950 EUROS. 635500164  

AUDI A6 2.5TD AUTOMATIC, 2000, 
190,000KMS, NEW TYRES, NEW 
ITV, EXCELLENT CONDITION. RE-
DUCED BY 1,000 TO 2,950 EUROS. 
635500164  

BMW 320TD AUTOMATIC, 2000, 
EXCELLENT CONDITION, NEW ITV. 
REDUCED TO 2,950 EUROS. 
635500164 

MGZR 1.4 SPORTS HATCHBACK, 
2003, BRIGHT YELLOW. BARGAIN. 
1,895 EUROS. 635500164  

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff- 
639416333 

BMW 330D Convertible, 2011, auto-
matic, Dolphin grey with red inte-
rior, 89,000kms, good condition. 
LHD on Spanish plates. 21,000 Euros 
would consider part exchange. Lisa 
652189088 

INSTANT cash! Cars, 4x4's & Mo-
torhomes wanted. 687474407 

ALFA Romeo Spider Series 3, 1986 
classic car, red, convertible, restored, 
on historic plates, 80,000km. 9,500 
Euros. In Coin. 627264551 

AUTOM. Fiat Panda 2004 55000 
km 1. Owner ITV 08/18 2990. 
630844286 

Buy / Sell Motorbikes 

MOTORCYCLES/ Scooters bought 
and sold, same day response, ITV, 
Gestoria service. 674843115 

Car / Van Hire 

CAR HIRE Long and short term. 
Airport meet and greet. Delivery 
service. Call 607334610 

LONG term from 325 euros month-
libra rent a car +34630262143 

Repairs 

CAR KEYS lost or need spare? Keys 
cut & paired with car, car opening, 
car key & remotes. Specialist. Ray 
679831166 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

CLASSIC Cars Restoration 30 years' 
experience in simple repairs and up-
grades to ground up restoration, 
bodywork, upholstery etc. Classic 
Cars Marbella. www.classiccarsmar-
bella.com Tel. 697980431 

GT AUTOS Mijas. ITV's. Servicing 
and repairs. Diagnostics; engine ABS 
airbags, aircon. 952462852, 
622252570 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION registration 
hassle free. Don't drive illegally. Ask 
specialists before buying & regis-
tering to save tax. More info 
www.meexpress.net 952490028 

Others 

GENERATOR MGTP 10000 SSK , on 
trolley, with extra remote control, 
extra oil filter. White, very good con-
dition 1,445 running hours. 3995 
Buyer to collect, Monda. 637061246 

CARAVANS 

Buy / Sell 

MERCEDES Sprinter 1998, RHD 
Camper van, 3 berth, shower, toi-
let, hot water, heating, 150 watt so-
lar panel. Fridge, oven/ hob/ grill. 
80 litre water tank. 7,000 Euros 
ONO. 686741762 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

Others 

MOTORHOME rental. Costa del Sol 
Panda-Rental.com Tel. 661217215 

NAUTICAL 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 
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PUERTO Cabopino. RYA Training 
Center. Boating Licence. All wa-
tersports and Dolphin trips. 
www.splashwatersports.com Tel: 
Barry/Nigel: 952837070/ 
670659218 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

BACHELOR, 61, attractive Italian. 
Living alone in Finca, Fuengirola. 
Speak various languages. WLTM at-
tractive, affectionate woman. 
Whatsapp 606763000 

MALE mid 40's fit for fun /adven-
ture /company /friendship, seeking 
nice honest young lady at heart. Text 
612244084 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Doctors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

SKIN Specialist NHS Registered. 
Treats all kinds of skin problems. 
Consultation 70 Euros. Dr. Eva. Fuen-
girola 664747267 www.dermadel-
sol.com 

Chiropractors 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

RELAXING, full-body 2 body mas-
sages. Tantric, Nuru, Kyokuero... In-
calls/ outcalls. Elena 635290724  

QUALIFIED Sport and Swedish mas-
sage, home visits, non sexual! 
622297221 

SHAVING secret zone by experi-
enced mature Japanese masseuse. 
20 Euros. Fuengirola. 610396186 

PROFESSIONAL massage therapist, 
bodyworker and healer with 25 years 
experienced, gives deep tissue, 
Ayuryoga massage. Tel. 625082761 
Dave Wiersma 

PAIN relief treatment, strong deep 
tissue massage, pressure points 
+34675014652 

BREUSS Massage and Dorn Method. 
The solution for spine problems and 
chronic pain, including discogenic. 
603135167 

FOR LADIES Relaxing full body mas-
sage by mature gentleman. 
680465865 David 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

COUNSELLING and Sex therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited thera-
pist. Individuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard 608 594 608 

Fitness 

SPECIALIST, sport prevention for 
elderly fitness, post surgery reha-
bilitation +34675014652 

Others 

WE OFFER Carers, assistants/nurses 
to your home. 24hrs. www.marbel-
lanursing.com 665943844 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

SKY FULLY installed from 230 Euros 
with all BBC's and ITV 1. Call Mar-
tin 650067389 

BBC1/2 UK TV 80cm dish all SKY 
TV pack plus all europeens channels 
low internet speed requiered watch 
TV any room no cables. Satellite re-
pairs realignement . IPTV available 
HD. All cosat coverage. Jose sotto 
since 1973 showroom 952 443838,  
670 443838 josesotto@ono.com  

TNT SAT 50 chaines francaises sans 
abonement Jose Sotto depuis 1973 
952 443838,  670 443838 

BEST quality tv at lowest price Jose 
Sotto 952 443838,  670 443838 

GOLF 
SAN ROQUE Golf Club Share For 
Sale. 2017 annual membership fully 
paid. 8.000 euros o.n.o. Contact Val 
634390592 or 00353872553368 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. Los Boliches. 
info@daytona.es or call 952667395  

PC DOCTOR Repairs and Sales. Lap-
tops in English. Speed up your PC. 
Remove viruses. Come to us or call 
us out. 952591071  

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

COMPUTER repairs in your home 
or office. Experienced and reli-
able. All hardware and software 
problems resolved. Call Ron Jones: 
618016941 

LAPTOP Repair Centre. Broken 
screens, iPads, Phones, mother-
boards, water damage. Repairs from 
35 euros. Call 952591071 

Websites 

WEBSITE designs and maintenance. 
Search Engine Optimization. Online 
Invoicing and CRM 50 Euros/month. 
Hosting from 5 Euros/month. Call 
952591071  

WEBSITES New, fast and efficient. 
Updating, Maintenance, Existing 
sites, Hosting, SEO. Robert 
637517551 

CLASSES 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. Calle Maestro Angeles 
Aspiazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/ Mijas. 657325808 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/ Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH teacher. Native, experi-
enced and qualified. Simple and ef-
fective method. Coast & Inland. One 
to one or groups. Also support les-
sons for children. 678997388.  

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated, microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

CHIHUAHUA pedigree puppies 
with passport. All year available. 
951312860/ 654285667 

STANDARD Poodle. Puppies, white, 
apricot and black, vaccinated, pedi-
gree. aliciaperezmunoz.wix-
site.com/isladekann 633790713 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

Pet Transport 

PETS EURO Travel UK based trans-
porting pets Spain/ France/ UK & 
mainland Europe since 2002. Per-
sonally escorted pets in small groups 
by MPV. Passenger possibilities. For 
quotes, schedules, and availability, 
please contact our Website/Face-
book: www.petseurotravel.co.uk; 
Email: petseurotravel@talktalk.net. 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles- be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. (0034) 651033670 or 
(0034) 637066227 Email: 
info@pet-couriers.com 

RETAIL 

LA'Z MINIMARKET Los Boliches. 
English food and probably the cheap-
est fruit & veg on the coast!!! 

ADULT 
RELAXATION 

Female 

INCOMPARABLE ladies rigorously 
selected. Malaga/Centre. We at-
tend permanently. Very discreet. 
Reasonable prices. 
952604172//603138200 
(Whatsapp). https://aticosex.com 

FUENGIROLA: Beautiful seductive 
mature, brunette lady, voluptuous, 
elegant. Ludi 632381963 

FUENGIROLA: Exclusive! Jennifer 
superbusty, teasing sexy lady! All 
services.632157758 

BOLICHES: Celina nice kind lady 
only for discreet gentleman! Erotic 
& relaxing massages full sex serv-
ices! Your most intimate moments 
in quiet cosy atmosphere. Private! 
Only appointment! 622210797 

44.YEAR old brunette, slender, natu-
ral French, Greek, toys, squirting, 
no limits, dungeon. Secluded facili-
ties. Call 662913428 Check me out 
at: www.Lailalynch1.com 

CASSIE: Mature English lady. Dis-
creet and clean. Fuengirola, 
667914732/ 678225879 

www.actiweb.es/sexylady Cala-
honda. Beautiful Spanish model, 28. 
Discretion. 693800497 

NVA ANDALUCIA: A spellbinding 
rare gem, very sexy, slim, horny and 
submissive girl offers you a special 
experience with exceptional pleas-
ure. All services, including sensual 
massages (qualified independent 
masseuse) with natural French and 
happy ending. Private apartment. 
656350401 

TORROX Costa. María, beautiful 
sexy. Erotic massages. All serv-
ices. 631430967 

BENALMADENA. Extravagant sexy 
blonde, big boobs, good English 
yours! 0034633010663 

BENALMADENA. Smart Russian, 
beautiful Brest, amazing sex! 
Come now! 0034632801194 

MARBELLA Centre. Villa with 12 
precious girls (+18 ), 30 minutes: 
50 euros, 1 hour: 100 euros. Open 
24 hours. Call 620366817  

SABINILLAS sensual blonde. In/out-
calls. Discretion. Pleasure guaran-
tee 100%. Tel. 602617318 

COMPLIANT Genuine couple (will-
ing wife and knowing husband) of-
fer an incredibly sexual and unique 
experience to ladies, couples and 
gentlemen. Indulge your fantasy, be 
a voyeur, or simply enjoy very spe-
cial pleasures with us. Private apart-
ment in Nueva Andalucia or out calls 
685189518 

THAI attractive, erotic massage, 
happy end, prostatic, relaxing. Vis-
its. Benalmádena, Torrequebrada 
Golf. www.mememassage.com 
602428556 whatssapp 

ESTEPONA 2 GIRLS(+18), BEAU-
TIFUL, PLEASING. THREESOME. 
OUTCALLS. 24H. VISA 680966710 

MÁLAGA Japanese. Young beau-
ties. All services. Outcalls. 24hrs. 
688181075 www.relaxen-
malaga.com  

HORNIEST 28.years Spanish sexy 
girl on the coast, big boobs and booty, 
discreet, independent. Laura. Benal-
madena. 642386125 

MISTRESS Ursula Dominatrix. BDSM 
lifestyle. Feet workship. La-
tex/leather. Spanking. Role play. 
Own studio. 672870066 

GERMAN Mistress Melany 42, at-
tractive blond. Fuengirola from 10am 
to 6pm. 667407779 

DELUXE PRIVATE VILLA: FUEN-
GIROLA/ MIJAS COSTA: 12 SEÑO-
RITAS, ELEGANT, SUPERAFFE-
CIONATE. ALL SERVICES. 3 INDE-
PENDENT SALONS. AIR/CONDI-
TIONED. 9 ROOMS. POOL. PRI-
VATE PARKING. GROUPS, EVENTS, 
PRIVATE PARTIES. 24.HRS. HO-
TELS. VISA. 
605322635/952582150. FROM 
30/EUROS. 

BEAUTIFUL slim, model, tantra 
massage. Safe and clean place. Eng-
lish speaker. www.annatantra.com 
633060678 

YOUNGS beginners(+18), caring, 
luscious, French without. Discreet. 
Marbella/ Estepona 722520777 

MASSAGE Center: Tantric and erotic. 
Pleasure, elegance, discretion. The 
best of the Costa del Sol. www.tan-
tranubha.com 649808695 
Benalmádena Costa 

FUENGIROLA French girl volup-
tuos, pert ass, horny, sucker, kisser, 
facesitting. Anal massages. 
627203816 

FUENGIROLA New. 2 sisters (+18), 
complete, unforgatable blowjob, 
kissers. Massages. 672159565 

BOLICHES Discretion, privacy, Jo-
hana 38 y.o. Superbody, big breast. 
617818615 

NIKITA 1,65cm/ 45kgs. 84/60/84. 
Speak English. Fuengirola. 
634042376 

LIA, FUENGIROLA: I love sex, do 
you? Call me now! 634168441 

DIRTY fun with Miss Lucy. Erotic 
domination, footfetish, dirty talk, 
smokefetish, spanking. 604104187 

DANIELLY Fuengirola. 30. Beauti-
ful young, sexy Brazilian. Kisses, 
erotic, prostatic massages. Hot sex! 
French without. Perla 6. 697883690 

MARY great body, relaxing mas-
sage, best happy ending. 666291699 
Fuengirola 

NVA ANDALUCIA: Beautiful blonde, 
big tits, superbody, lingerie, sexual 
toys, 69, French watersports, mas-
sage. Discreet apartment. Visits. 
645898573 Juliana 

CANCELADA: Beautiful, charming, 
friendly, sexy Russian lady. 
604109768 

MATURE Elegant lady. Voluptu-
ous bust. All services. Only hotel 
& home visits. 687387680 

MARBELLA. Young, brown skin, Ja-
maican, complet, morbid, dominant, 
partying.Callouts. 602602574 

LORA Cubana, large breast, natu-
ral French. Massages. Nva. Anda-
lucía. 673251634 

NEW BLACK Pearl 20, Chocolate 
body, French, massages, kisses. 
Nva.Andalucía 603274416 

MARBELLA Centre. Andrea. Pretty, 
sexy... Erotic masseuse. Nuru, 
body2body, happy ending tantra. 
Total luscious. 697232876 

LOVEMASSAGE Mature perfect 
hands, curves, breast unforgetta-
ble, All services. Benalmadena. 
617695685 

TORREMOLINOS: Mature Brazil-
ian 40, blonde, pert ass, 50 Euros. 
645464781 

ENGLISH Stephanie 34: Fuengirola 
(next to bus station). Size 8, 32GG 
very busty, long dark hair. No hid-
den extras, no upper age limit. Oral 
w/o, cim, passionate sex, massage. 
I love wearing heels and suspend-
ers. Toys, shower. 30 mins 40E, 45 
mins 50E, 1hr 70E. Avail every 
day10.30am - 6pm. Call, text, 
whatsapp 602636606. www.es-
cortinmarbella.com  

SPECIAL anal. Marbella explosive 
blonde, 120 breast. Couples. 
French without. Squirting. Pho-
tos available. Visa/Amex. Visits 
24hrs. 680554614  

MARBELLA Gan-Ghin Asian, spe-
cial tantric/ Thai massages. 
617791644  

PUERTO Banus: Lesbic show. Gina 
and Lorena 18 years, French with-
out, Greek. Photos available. 
672420027  

PUERTO Banus: Janina mulata and 
Debora black, horny. All services. 
Visits. 24hrs. 617791644  

Marbella Gabrielle Dominatrix I 
enjoy torturing, humiliation, 
Golden rain. Black kiss. Anal. La-
tex. Leather. Tongue kisses. I send 
photos. 24 hours. Visa/Amex. 
672420027  

MARBELLA: Delux villa, 8 high 
standing señoritas. Complete mas-
sage. Pool, Jacuzzi and Spa. Bar. 
24hrs. www.casamasamarbella.es 
680554614  

PUERTO Banus: Mónica. Brazil-
ian Porno actress, explosive 
blonde, 140 breast, full Service, 
bondage, toys, couples. 24hrs. 
Send photos. 672420027 

ENGLISH ROSE privately educated, 
well spoken, attractive, elegant and 
slim, looking to accompany busi-
ness men. Lunch/ dinner optional. 
Discretion assured. 699859054 

CANCELADA: 2 beautiful hot girl-
friends, playful. All services. 
604109768 

LAURA 24, busty, slim, juicy 
French. All services. Nva.Anda-
lucía. 697219468 

FUENGIROLA: Oriental young beau-
tiful Japaneses. Complete services. 
Outcalls. 24hrs. 693988340 

BENALMADENA: Bianca sexy 
blonde, big tits. Private discreet 
apartment. Hotel visits. 631146080 

JAPANESE Stunning goddess. Tan-
tric and sexual body/to/body mas-
sage. Very good sexual services. 
Hotel and home visiting. Luxury 
private discreet apartment. Fuen-
girola. 673253870 

THAI beautiful sexy lady to pro-
vide you with the latest erotic 
services. Enjoy comfort 
Body/to/body massage, Tantric 
massage, chest massage, happy 
end. Private apartment. Opposite 
Hotel Las Palmeras Fuengirola. 
Visits. 602382363 

BENALMADENA Costa: Nice cou-
ple available for guys, ladies and 
couples. Private apartment. Out-
calls. 631146803 

44.YEAR old blonde. Natural 
French. Toys. No limits. Secluded 
facilities. Call 663265150 sashas-
passion.com 

www.casakinkspain.com Dungeon-
studio. Massage. Fantasies. Squirt-
ing. Role play. All serv-
ices.662913428 

BENALMADENA: Sexy Vicky, pe-
tite European. Fluent English. In/ 
Outcalls. 605382376 

NEW ROSI 18, naughty student. 
Natural French. Kisses. 604102981 
Nva. Andalucia 

BUTTERFLYGIRLS. We organise 
your parties to the last detail! Place 
yourself in our hands. Dreaming of 
a crazy night of partying? Whatever 
you want! 24 h.  VISA. 650237102, 
951274723  www.butterflygirls.es 
http://www.butterflygirls.es   
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CALAHONDA. Larisa, blonde, blue 
eyes, Russian with amazing body. 
Passionate lover, affectionate and 
compliant. 608949543   

RIVIERA. Hello, lover! I'm Daniela, 
Latin American with fire in my veins. 
My long legs and big tits will drive 
you crazy. 616368985   

NEAR Elviria, Amanda, Brazilian, 
25, with a beautiful body, slim with 
natural tits. Nymphomaniac and per-
verted. Really wild. 616368985   

RIVIERA, Mariana, Polish brunette 
with green eyes. Pretty, sensual, 
very hot. A stylish lady who'll give 
you more pleasure than anybody. 
648814653   

VICKY, spectacular blonde Brazil-
ian. Affectionate and compliant. 
Sensual, nymphomaniac. Incalls and 
outcalls. 24 hours. VISA. 608949543   

CALAHONDA. 650237145. 24 h. 
I'm naked, horny, watching a porno 
film. Are you coming? I'm a mature 
Brazilian blonde nymphomaniac with 
big tits. From 50 ¿ 

MULTIORGASMIC Danish sexpot, 
enables you to fulfill all your fanta-
sies. Benajarafe. Xena 637168101 

TORRE Mar: New! Japanese ladies. 
Beautiful, pleasing. Services 24H. 
693996352 

FUENGIROLA: Luana 30 Euros: 
Beautiful Brazilian, affectionate, 
elegant, French without, complete 
sex. Relaxing, prostatic massages. 
Discreet apartment. Pº Maritimo. 
Outcalls. 602419749 

NVA ANDALUCIA: New sexy black 
woman, tall, sensational body. I live 
alone. Luxury apartment. Malu 
677680928 

FUENGIROLA: Explosive blond, 
pleasing, kisses, 69, massage, sex. 
In/outcalls. 645131273 

RAQUEL Young Brazilian brunette, 
sexy. Pº Maritimo, Nº23 Fuengirola 
626039574 

NEW 3 ORIENTAL girlfriends, sexy, 
charming. Massages. All complete. 
24hrs. Free drink. Vélez Malaga cen-
ter. 642439718 

FORCED exercise: Flabby & out of 
shape? Need some unique motiva-
tion? Domination/ submission & 
BDSM inspired fitness programs. 
The most thrilling transformational 
workouts of your life! Men, women 
& couples welcome. 1-1 & group 
available! 604293518 

PRO-DOMINATRIX. Satyricon 
meets Lara Croft. Multi-Fetish & 
Kink. Sado-Maternal tendencies. No 
intimate worship. (Dungeon hire per 
hr & overnight also available.) 
604293518 

MARBELLA.Madurita, fiestera, Ar-
gentina, cariñosa, completa, feti-
chismo, dominante. Salidas. 
699175369 

HUGE bust, Lina XL 38, relaxing 
massage, all services. Fluent Eng-
lish. Aircond. Fuengirola. 634163056 

ESTEPONA: Pretty young charm-
ing girl. Special Tantra massage. 
602891749 

Japoneses Beautiful, vicious, spec-
tacular bodies. Total satisfaction. 
Calle Muro.Marbella center. 
657448181 

40 EUROS: Charming lady. Sculp-
tural body, beautiful face. Alone. 
In/outcalls. 625912315 Fuengirola 

NEW EXOTIC Indian amazon, very 
luscious and attractive. Nueva An-
dalucia 632515032 Luana 

STUNNING girl(+18). Tantra mas-
sage. Skandinavisk velkomen. 
Marbella centre. www.annatan-
tra.com 633060678 

ESTEPONA. SARA MATURE, 150 
BREAST, SLIM, SUPERLUSCIOUS. 
NO LIMITS. APPOINTMENTS. 
603317023 

TRY something different, Asian, 
European, all service, multiorgas-
mic pleasure, no rushing, luxury 
place. San Pedro/ Banús. 618448131 

POLISH, Thai, Russian, busty, slim, 
blondy, kissing, anal, lesbic, hot 
horny, best servivel affordable, San 
Pedro/ Banús. 618448131 

YOUNG, Thai lady, friendly blowjob, 
anal, kissing, kinky massage amaz-
ing. 600206549 

SPANISH, Russian, stunning beau-
ties, slim, blueeyes, long legged, hot 
wild horny lovers. Discreet, private 
apartment. Marbella. 679126231 

THAI  Balines, hilot proffessional 
massage by oriental lady, erotic, 
horny, body body touch, slim, beau-
tiful european, new luxury Marbella. 
660898501 

LOVE lady, blonde, brunette, slim, 
sexy, sweet, horny scort. All serv-
ice offer. Good atmosphere. New 
Marbella. 672568602 

10 SPECTACULAR ladies, luxury 
villa. Swimming pool, visits, 24h. 
Visa. 615585871 

PUERTO Banus, next to Casino. 
Unforgettable experience for nice 
gentlemen. Beautiful lady from 
Poland. 617700999  

BENALMADENA: Lucy 28, nice 
curvy body, will give you incredi-
ble pleasure. Only outcalls. 
685266861 

BENALMADENA: Young lady 35, 
attractive, sexy, educated. For 
gentlemen. 30 Euros. 634209427 

ESTEPONA: Sandra beautiful, lus-
cious, hot. If you want to have an 
unforgettable moment, call me! 
664582849 

DIRTY old lady speaks English. In/ 
outcalls hotels. Fuengirola 
632868590 

EAST European, 27, delicate, sen-
sual, classy. Independent apartment 
Marbella. 680802829 

SLIM sexy blonde 46 oral CIM,GFE, 
overnights great rates, let me be 
your guilty pleasure, discreet villa, 
Coín.Zarah 681614955 

I'M A young girl early twenties, look-
ing for another female who will as-
sist my boyfriend, dominate me and 
is generally up for naughty fun at 
our home. We expect discretion only 
females need reply. Good money for 
the right girl. Whatsapp for more 
details. 634030559 

MARBELLA Carmen, massage, 
602475138, big ass, Greek, French 
till end. Avenida Arias Maldonado 
1, Iberest 1, apt 3-G 

MARBELLA. Jasmine, Pretty Car-
ibean Ebony 26 years, Passionate, 
oral without, french, kissing, 69. 
Massage Sex GFE, CIM etc. Incalls 
and outcalls. 603226217 

2 BEAUTIFUL seductive blonde 
girls(+18) Private. Discreet. Pto 
Banus 603198751 

MANILVA (Estepona): New Sara 30, 
beautiful blonde, busty, pert ass. 
French. Greek. In/Outcalls/Hotels. 
602438426 

SAN PEDRO Beach. Patricia, 22, 
Spanish, erotic, masseuse, discreet 
location. Happy end. 674679757 

SAN PEDRO beach, Andrea, 24, 
Spanish, erotic masseuse, happy 
end, discreet. Easy parking. 
635024765 

MARBELLA center, Lisa, 27, high 
standing georgeous, exotic, very 
horny charming smile and fit athel-
tic body, 1.67 - 52 kg, long brown, 
curly hair, sexy, erotic, full massage, 
body to body, blowjob, kisses, deep 
troat and more, outcalls, incalls, 
speak English et parle francais. 
602368719 

Male 

ALEJANDRO 24 years, sexual mas-
sage with happy ending. Own apart-
ment. Outcalls. 24 hrs. 665344158 

LAS CHAPAS: Attractive boy, su-
perendowed. Perfect lover, that will 
make you enjoy sex. 603202758 

MALE to male, full body massage, 
Mijas Pueblo. 609321958  

AFRO British muscular guy. Erotic 
massages, all fantasies, other guys, 
depilation. In/Out. Auric 604192852 

MARK Nueva Andalucia, erotic mas-
sage, both naked body to body, train 
body, 30 years, in call/out call. Dare 
yourself. 631251326 

MARBELLA center, bisexual big size 
for everything. 657328140 

Transvestites 

TRANSSEXUAL Sophia, beautiful 
brunette, active/ passive, great 
bust, well hung. 662045252. Fuen-
girola. www.escortswow.es/sofi-
abiagg 

ESTEPONA. BEAUTIFUL TRANS-
VESTITE, BLONDE. ENDOWED, 
140 BUST. OUTCALLS, 24H. VISA 
660874904 

NERJA: Transvestite Karina 26, 
beautiful blonde, feminine, endowed. 
Whatsapp 667846464 

NEW PANDORA Trans. Exclusive. 
Top and bottom service. 600262695 
Marbella 

THAI ladyboy pretty, slim, kissable 
lips, top/ bottom, in/ outcalls. Mar-
bella center. 602493030 

NEW, Marbella center, Mimi, trans-
vestite, morbid, vicious, partying, 
24 hours. Tel:  666058810 

Massage 

WWW.TANTRACENTER.ES PLEAS-
URE WITHOUT LIMITS, SPEC-
TACULAR MASSEUSE. MASSAGE 
EROTIC... WITH!!!SHOCKING END! 
952216145/ 644452369 

SAYAN. Tantra massage for ladies, 
gentlemen & couples. Ultimate 
bliss at a very nice place. Fuengi-
rola. 952586339 /608977260 
www.masajessayan.es  

DISCOVER the benefits of tantric 
massages! Feel the pleasure in your 
skin...635290724 

PURE ecstasy in Nueva Andalucia 
with young pretty independent mas-
seuse. Erotic body, tantric and other 
completely relaxing massages in pri-
vate apartment. 656350401 

ESTEPONA. Funny young latina, 
sex, massage. I speak English. 
604231626 

TANTRAZENN Fuengirola: Indulge 
yourself in the hands of masseuses. 
Stimulate your senses. Welcome 
to the Tantra world. www.tantra-
zenn.com. 608016983 

CAMILA, Marbella, long hair. Beau-
tiful shape, horny, sweet, sensual 
erotic massage. Discreet place. 
603169139 

GORGEOUS Paola. Model´s body, 
tantra, relaxing, B2B massage. Ex-
cellent company/Good vibes. relax-
ingtouch.es 602448534 

touch4men.com Professional Erotic 
man2man massage. Incalls Torre-
molinos. Outcalls Costa del Sol. 
628746407 

40 EUROS: Sensitive, relaxing, 
prostatic massage. Happy ending. 
Fuengirola. 625912315 

FUENGIROLA Carolina, blonde, ele-
gant, relaxing massage, full erotic 
massage. Whatsapp. Message: 
634797230 

MASSAGE and fun! Genuine trained 
exotic male tantric masseur. 
645291083 

FUENGIROLA: Madonna, Hot 
oil/horny massage with my boobs! 
Happy ending.632157758 

MATURE man, qualified masseur. 
Excellent massages for men. Torre-
molinos, Carihuela. 639040128 

MIAH, Fuengirola. Erotic, profes-
sional massage, body2body, happy 
ending. Miah, 647101046 

TORREMOLINOS: Do you want to 
have fun with 2 girls, blonde/ bru-
nette? Exciting, erotic, body2body 
massage. 633578665 

ASIAN MM Massage Salon. A place 
where you can find proper good mas-
sage. Ideal for men, women, cou-
ples and have muscule problem, 
Clean and good atmosphere. 
951482585/ 604393547 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse: Mas-
sages till end with optional end. 
666770405 Estepona 

MARBELLA centre. New. Luxury 
center with wide selection of expert 
masseuse... Sensual, erotic. Nuru 
erotic tantra, body to body lingam 
and prostatic. Unique experience 4 
hands, pleasant and exciting, dou-
ble stimulation. Massage for cou-
ples. Open: 9:00am/9:00pm. Ap-
pointment: 952867663/ 
690046233 

FUENGIROLA: Divorced, charming 
sexy lady. Body2body massage. Com-
plete ending. In/outcalls. 
603455786 

BEAUTIFUL  sexy sculptural body. 
Massages high voltage. Torremoli-
nos. 611326731 

ATTRACTIVE Asian Expert oriental 
massage, relieve pain and stress, 
unique service qualified. Discreet 
atmosphere, easy to find. Marbella. 
604143788 

Various 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIAGRA Kamagra 100mm for sale. 
Delivery/ postal Email be-
met1@hotmail.com 634029878 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain is a unique Busi-
ness Development, Marketing & Re-
cruitment agency that helps busi-
nesses to grow by supplying qual-
ity staff, intelligent marketing and 
sales generation. Talented staff 
wanted for all types of jobs.Call 
951400234 www.jobfinder-
spain.com  

QUALITY staff? Need great people 
or looking for work? Jobfinder Spain 
can help efficiently and cost effec-
tively. Call 951400234 or visit 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

AMBIENTJOBS Recruitment Mar-
ket Leaders for over 12 years, con-
tinues it's successful track-record 
in sourcing top candidates for the 
Top employers in the region, and of-
fering unadvertised job vacancies 
to qualified candidates. Contact Su-
sana for a personal discussion on 
665774400 susana@ambient-
jobs.com www.ambientjobs.com 

CDS PROPERTY are recruiting for 

our busy office in San Pedro. We 

require an experienced Sales Per-

son, Languages a bonus and fa-

miliar with resales online and info 

casa and also an experienced lister 

English and Spanish speaking. 

Lots of Quality Leads. Excellent 

working conditions. Basic salary 

and commission for the right ap-

plicants. Email info@cdsprop-

erty-spain.com Call 645194826 

ACADEMY requires native Eng-

lish teacher. Nueva Andalucía. 

952818092/ 616681031 mundi-

lenguas@hotmail.com 

ENGLISH teacher requieres for 

Marbella school must be quali-

fied and have experience with 

young learners and Cambridge 

exams. 659931198 CV to marbel-

lasschool@gmail.com 

HOME based Telemarketers wanted 
1,690 Euros OTE per month. For fur-
ther info, pls send you CV to ca-
reers@regulatedadvice.co.uk or call 
Ryan on 622182120 

ENGLISH teacher required for Coin 
and Marbella areas. Must be native 
speaker and have TEFL certificate, 
preferably Celta. Experience with 
young children and Cambridge also 
required. Send cv to cv@thelan-
guagehouse.es 

SPANISH S.L. established 2012 is 
offering several positions to enthu-
siastic, natural British speaking tele-
sales professionals with realistic 
earnings of OTE Euros 75-100k pro-
moting global property bonds. Please 
send your CV to spanishca-
reers@gmail.com  

ASIAN Housekeeper required, live 
in part time, Marbella area. 
602527869 

CALLING all qualified, experienced 
and creative stylists. Gibraltars lux-
ury hair salon experience where qual-
ity and service matter: Mayfair On 
Main, launched in April 2017, now 
with a busy clientele we are looking 
to expand our team to cope with cli-
ent demand. Are you NVQ qualified, 
a motivated team player, passion-
ate about hair, committed to pro-
viding high quality service and keen 
to be part of the team set to revo-
lutionise the hair industry in Gibral-
tar. Email your CV and covering let-
ter to info@mayfaironmain.gi or call 
us on 00350 20075913 using the 
reference Sur in English 

HOME based Telemarketers wanted 
1,690 Euros OTE per month. For fur-
ther info, pls send you CV to ca-
reers@regulatedadvice.co.uk or call 
Ryan on 622182120 

EXPERIENCED Sous Chef wanted 
for exciting position in the restau-
rant at Los Naranjos Golf Club in 
Nueva Andalucía. We are looking for 
someone to be in charge of the din-
ner service in this busy upscale golf 
restaurant. The right applicant must 
have great ambition, should be 
trained in culinary school and must 
have had at least 5 years working 
experience. Send your CV to 
info@haciendalosnaranjos.com 

FINANCE Pro¿s Looking for 2 hard 
working, natural English speaking 
telesales people realistic OTE Euros 
75-100 k or more, finance knowl-
edge a must. Stage 2 S L. Don¿t call 
without tele-finance experience. 
632 916 201 

COME and join our dynamic Team! 
Telesales company on the coast sur-
roundings Marbella/ Fuengirola look-
ing for Brokers/Qualifiers. High reve-
nue. English, German, Dutch and 
Scandinavian. Send your CV to : tele-
salescostadelsol@hotmail.com 

MARKETING Educated person part 
time for the marketing department 
at Marbella Design Academy. We 
need a very dynamic person, Eng-
lish speaking, to join our great team. 
You shall take care of our social me-
dia, marketing online and offline. 
Please email CV to CV@design-
school.com 

FLOOR staff needed for busy Pub in 
Estepona Port. Please send CV to 
hasrunlau@gmail.com or call 
722639978 
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REAL Estate agency located in Mi-
jas Costa and operative on the en-
tire Coast is looking for experienced 
sales agents and telemarketers. The 
candidates must speak English flu-
ently and preferably one of the fol-
lowing languages: French, German, 
Nordic. High commission scheme 
for the right candidate. Please send 
CV info@buenavistahomes.eu and/or 
call 951484500 

HELP Needed at home. Manilva area 
from 20.00 pm to 08.00 am. Con-
tact 952890384. Mobile 629505259 

FILIPINOSUR Agency, trusted fili-
pinos offers family driver, nannies, 
cleaner, and more services. Mar-
bella. 952008431/ 663612830 

PERFORMERS WANTED NOW!! 
M/F SPECIALITY & CIRCUS ACTS 
AN ADVANTAGE. BRAND NEW 
SHOW BURLESQUE SHOW BAR 
TORREMOLINOS. WHATSAPP 
642026975 

PROFESSIONAL Telesales staff 
wanted in a thriving office in Elvi-
ria . Pension experience preferred 
but not essential . Great benefits 
and salary on offer . Native speak-
ing English only . Please email your 
CV to claire@fmgsearch.co.uk 

EXOTIC dancers, strippers, perform-
ers and bar staff needed for a classy 
and sexy show bar in central Torre-
molinos. 608492601 

 

INTERNATIONAL Healthcare Col-
lection Company: Due to further ex-
pansion we are looking for 2 more 
individuals to handle a portfolio of 
collection files, Gestor de cuentas. 
The successful candidate must be 
fluent in English, speak at least one 
other language and be experienced 
in Microsoft Office 2016 Suite. Sal-
ary plus commission. Please visit 
our website at www.gcsag.com, then 
send your CV and current references 
to enquiries@gcsag.com on or be-
fore 31 August 2017 

LAWYER required. 3 years mini-
mum experience. High English level. 
Driving licence. Collaboration . abo-
gaciamj@gmail.com  

PROJECT Coordinator required for 
an Interior design and build com-
pany based in Elviria. We are look-
ing for a candidate with good or-
ganisation skills and an excellent 
eye for detail who can control and 
manage client projects. Able to com-
municate with clients, contractors, 
suppliers, and architects. Good level 
of written and verbal communica-
tion in Spanish &English. Construc-
tion knowledge. Driving licence and 
own car. Please send your CV to: 
info@pulseinteriordesign.com

ENGLISH teacher required for acad-

emy in Fuengirola (part time). Na-

tive speaker preferred. Experience 

with children essential. Send CV to 

orionidiomas@gmail.com  

MARBELLA. Help needed for house 

every evening from 6-10 pm, with 

accommodation private. Animal lov-

ers essential. 952773166 

CLEANER wanted immediately to 

meet and greet for 4 bedroom house 

outside Estepona. Must have good 

English and Spanish. Whatsapp 

+353872565700  

WE ARE seeking experienced sales 
professionals to join an expanding 
company that specialises in Project 
finance. An understanding of the 
private Equit market is preferred. 
Home or office based positions are 
available. OTE GB65k+ Basic pro-
vided. Please forward CV to 
chris.starkey@enterpriseuk.co.uk or 
telephone on 602589336

OLIVIA´S La Cala is looking for a 
Graphic Designer for immediate 
start.Education in graphic or indus-
trial design with at least 2+ years¿ 
work experience as a graphic de-
signer covering all aspects of art-
work preparation and printing. Re-
quires thorough knowledge of ty-
pography, printing processes, se-
lection of paper or other printing 
surface and paper folding, binding 
and finishing. Fluent English & Span-
ish. If you wish to join our team, 
please send your CV to hr@olivia-
slacala.com 

OLIVIA´S La Cala is looking for a 
qualified IT Technician that will main-
tain computer systems and networks 
aiming for the highest functional-
ity. You will also train users of the 
systems to make appropriate and 
safe usage of the IT infrastructure. 
Knowledge of micros - oracle Sys-
tems' (POS) software and hardware 
an advantage. Work experience in 
hospitality technology, especially 
1-2 years of experience delivering 
technical service in a restaurant en-
vironment. Fluent English & Span-
ish. Join our team, please send your 
CV to hr@oliviaslacala.com  

CHEF and Kitchen Porter wanted 
for busy Irish bar and restaurant San 
Pedro/ Puerto Banus area. 
634787655 

Situations Wanted 

RETIRED gentleman looking to do 

handy man and garden work in ex-

change for room and small salary. 

References available. Phone 

654589218 or email markman-

nerik@gmail.com 

I NEED part time, driving, cleaning, 

Spanish driving license. 611257145 

DAY care for your children, food and 
schola assistance included. Marbella 
687660902
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Talk Radio Europe 

105.5 Axarquía 

91.5 Costa del Sol East 

91.9 Costa del Sol West 

98.7 Gibraltar/Sotogrande 

News, interviews, lifestyle, sport and  

BBC World Service. 

Global (93.6 and 96.4FM) 

All week round the clock music and 

entertainment 

Radio Radio Network (96 and 98.3 

FM). Music 24 hours. 

Central FM (98.6 FM, 103.8) 

All week, classic tracks and today’s music 

broadcast to the Costa del Sol 

ACE FM (106.8 FM) 

Inland radio, news and music 

The Beat fm (106 FM)  

24 hours, music and entertainment 

Spectrum  (105.5 FM, Costa 

Almeria/Mojácar 92.6 FM) 

24 hour music and entertainment 

Radio Mijas (107.7 FM) 

3 p.m. News, views and music 

Radio Sol Almijara (99.1 FM) 

Nerja radio in English and German and 

night time World Radio Network 

Heartfmspain (88.5 FM Costa, 96.1 

FM inland) Music, entertainment, news 

Lick FM (103.6 FM Marbella) 

Urban music broadcast between Gibraltar 

and Calahonda 

Rtv Puebla (107.7 FM) 

Monday evenings, Rock music memories. 

7 - 9pm. email: 

radiopuebla.musicmemories@yahoo.com 

Fb: Radiotelevision Peubla de Cazalla 

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES CLOCKWORD

THE WORDPUZZLER

INTERNATIONAL RADIO

QUESTION 1

QUIZ

1. Barbara Shirley Roberts 
2. Barbara Cindy Roberts 
3. Barbara Millicent Roberts  
4. Barbara Susan Roberts

What is ‘Barbie’s’ full 
name?

QUESTION 2

1. Romania 
2. Bulgaria 
3. Switzerland 
4. Czech Republic

Romansh is one of the four 
national languages of 
which country ?

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11254

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making 

sure that every 

row of nine 

numbers includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9, every 

column includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9 and every 3 

by 3 subsection 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

If you don’t feel like going out then just 

share a few minutes chatting with those 

around you. 

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

You feel like being dynamic and positive 

but what about those around you? 

Getting people moving is sometimes a 

thankless task.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Make a list of what is right in your life 

and another about what is wrong (if 

anything!)   

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Aim to make life easier and simpler by 

using your talents and imagination to 

the full. 

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Breaking new ground at home could be 

as simple as doing those long-awaited 

practical jobs.      

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

This week may take you away from the 

things that you want to do. It is 

irritating but plans can go astray. This 

is, however, temporary. 

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Press ahead and don’t let lethargic 

people slow you down. Others will 

appreciate a confident approach.  

 

Virgo  

August 24th - September 23rd 

Building confidence this week revolves 

around a certain partnership. Bold 

talking brings strong reactions.  

 

Libra  

September 24th - October 23rd 

This week you are called upon to do 

something mundane that you consider 

not worthy of your talents.  

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

This week is more about taking a step 

away from people who have upset you 

than making a stand.   

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

You dislike being nagged at, which is 

understandable. Please remember that 

when dealing with others this week.   

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Even though it goes against your 

feelings and beliefs this week, try to be 

flexible. As much as you feel in the right 

it is not desirable to be too pushy..

Across Down

9 8 2

5 8 6 2 9 3

7 3 9

4 7 2

5 2 4 1

3 6 7 5

7 3 8

8 9
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down

BOOK OF THE WEEK

Umami                              

Laia Jufresa 

Deep in Mexico City, where five 
houses cluster around a sun-drenched 
courtyard, lives Ana, a precocious 
twelve-year-old still coming to terms 
with the death of her little sister years 
earlier. She decides to plant a vegeta-
ble garden in the courtyard, and as 
she digs the ground and plants her 
seeds, her neighbours in turn delve 
into their past. Grief, childlessness, 
illness and displacement saturate their 
stories - Who was my wife? Why did 
my mum leave? Can I turn back the 
clock? And how could a girl who knew 
how to swim drown?

ANSWERS

Language Crossword

Cryptic Crossword

Clockword solution

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THOUGHT FOR  
THE WEEK

A bank is a 
place that 

will lend you 
money if you 

can prove 
that you 

don’t need it 

BOB HOPE

Answer 1: Barbara Millicent 

Roberts. 

Of interest:Barbie is the figurehead 

of Mattel dolls and accessories. She 

was created by Ruth Handler who 

named her after her daughter and 

based the doll on a German toy 

called Bild Lilly. Handler later 

named a male doll after her son, 

Kenneth. 

Answer 2 : Switzerland. 

Of interest: Romansh (rumantsch) 

is spoken by 50-70,000 people in 

the Swiss canton of Grisons. It is 

one of the four national languages 

of Switzerland and has semi-official 

status.

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  
Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Panorama II                12/08                 Motril                Motril                 07.00            04.00 

Seabourne encore     12/08              Gibraltar                   -                      08.00            18.00 

Tui Discovery 2          13/08              Gibraltar           Marseille               06.00            22.00 

Navigator ot Seas      14/08               Valencia               Cadiz                  12.00            20.00 

Seven Seas Voyager  16/08             Cartagena          Gibraltar               08.00            23.00 

Tui Discovery 2          20/08             Cartagena              Vigo                   06.00            22.00 



in English
August 11th to 17th 2017 Nº 1723  FREE DISTRIBUTION / Reference price: 1.30€ 
Published by Prensa Malagueña, S. A.  MA-1279-96  Circulation controlled by PGD/OJD.   
Internet address: www.surinenglish.com   E-Mail: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es

Malaga Edition: Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, 29009, Málaga. Telephone: 952649600. Advertising Fax: 952611256. Editorial Fax: 952020293.  
Code from U.K.: 0034 U.K. Representative: Global Media Sales Ltd PO Box 1126, Bromley, BR1 9TX Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588  
Gibraltar Representative: Belle O’Hanlon. Telephone: 00350 200 76955 / 00350 54031391Email: adsbelle@gibtelecom.net

The remains of the 
Génova, which were 
found by the Esgemar 
company during recent 
works, do not pose a risk 
to ships entering Malaga  

MALAGA. The Génova is reluctant 
to leave Malaga port. The steamship 
sank after an accident at the end of 
1859, and in the worst possible place, 
in the middle of the Marqués de 
Guadiaro dock (between quays 1 and 
2). Since then, two attempts have 
been made to break it up so that 
boats which are coming into the 
port don’t collide with it. Last week 
it was announced that the ship had 
been completely destroyed, but in 
fact that is not so.  

Jorge Rey Díaz de Rada is an in-
dustrial engineer and the head of Es-
gemar, a Malaga company which spe-
cialises in surveying the seabed, es-
pecially for port works, pipe laying 
etc. “On one of those jobs I noticed 
something strange, something that 

shouldn’t have been there. It looked 
like a rock at the bottom of the port. 
We took a closer look, and it was 
shaped like a boat,” he says.  

He began to research the numer-
ous shipwrecks which have occurred 
in the area, and discovered one which 
was the same size and position. It 
had to be the Génova. Later, when 

working underwater in that area 
again, the team took a high-resolu-
tion multi-beam sounding of the area. 
And there it was.  

In 1859, Spain fought the Hispano-
Moroccan War. In order to supply 
materials, ammunition and person-
nel, faced with the lack of its own re-
sources, the government decided to 

hire ships from different maritime 
companies. On 29 November 1859, 
the Génova arrived in Malaga from 
Alicante. 

“It was a very large iron ship, car-
rying 44 officers, employees, 159 
mules and military equipment. It 
was also carrying a large amount of 
explosive materials,” says Jorge. 

In fact, barely had the ship dropped 
anchor about 180 metres from the 
lighthouse, at a depth of about eight 
metres, than there was a loud explo-
sion. “Immediately, the stern cabin 
was on fire. When the crew spotted 
the flames, knowing that the cargo 
included 250 hundredweight of gun-
powder and 1,000 grenades, they 
evacuated the ship,” he explains.  

The vessel sank, and although 
Jorge insists that its remains now 
pose no risk to navigation, that was 
not always the case. On two occa-
sions - the first not long after the 
shipwreck, in 1862, and the other 
in the 1960s - the authorities tried 
to scrap it. “It was in the way of 
some boats coming into the port,” 
he says, and for that reason plans 
were drawn up to dismantle it.  

However, this was obviously not 
totally successful as some parts still 
remain. “It would be interesting to 
see what’s left, because it is part of 
our history,” says Jorge, although 
he recognises that it would be a 
very difficult place in which to 
work.  

“We still haven’t sent any divers 
down, because ships are constantly 
going past,” he says. Instead, he is 
calling on the Port Authority to fi-
nance a project to document the 
shipwreck, film it and catalogue 
what is left of that old steamship 
which still refuses to leave Malaga.

The stubborn wreckage at the bottom of the port

A print of the Génova sinking, from 1859. :: J. REY

A scan of the ship. :: J. REYThe view from a boat floating above the shipwreck. :: JORGE REY
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