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Golf regains its importance on the
Costa del Sol with new investment

Recovery from the economic crisis and increased tourism figures have led many
golf clubs to embark on major improvement and construction projects

ALBERTO
GOMEZ

he Spanish subsidiary of

the British developer Tay-

lor Wimpey Plc and the

Irish hotel chain FBD Ho-
tels and Resorts have signed a stra-
tegic alliance to build more than
600 homes in Mijas in the next ten
years, with an expected investment
of over 125 million euros. As a re-
sult, La Cala Resort will be consoli-
dated as a destination par excel-
lence for golf and relaxation, with
three 18-hole courses, an exclusive
107-room four-star hotel and a
1,300-square-metre spa. This in-
vestment reinforces the Costa del
Sol as the European leader in golf
infrastructure, and confirms that
the sector is recovering.

In fact, at present the golf sector
is experiencing one of the best pe-
riods of recent years. After nearly a
decade affected by the economic cri-
sis and the increase in IVA sales tax,
the clubs in Malaga are now start-
ing to carry out improvements and
take on more staff. The excellent
tourism figures and new professional
and amateur tournaments have
given a boost and confirmed the re-
covery of the sector, which on the
Costa del Sol creates around 900
million euros a year in direct and
indirect income.

Malaga province, which has more
than 70 courses, is one of the prin-
cipal golf destinations in Europe,
and this sport is especially attrac-
tive for the economy because of the
high spending power of its users.

The growth of the sector, which
last year increased by about four per
cent, according to figures from the
Malaga provincial government, un-
blocked a situation which forced
several clubs to close during the
worst years of the crisis, from 2012
to 2014.

At that time, the delicate eco-
nomic situation was made worse by
the aforementioned rise in IVA,
which came as a shock to the golf
courses because the rate increased
from eight to 21 per cent. Despite
pressure from the Junta de Anda-
lucia and the Royal Spanish Golf
Federation, and also some leading
politicians close to the government,
such as Esperanza Aguirre and José
Manuel Soria, the Ministry of Fi-
nance refused to consider golfasa
tourist activity, which would have
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Azahara Mufioz won at Aloha last year. :: sur

The return of professional
tournaments to Spain has
encouraged many courses
on the Costadel Sol to
carry out improvements

entitled it to apply the lower rate of
IVA. This meant that Spanish clubs
were competing at a disadvantage
against other destinations in which
the tax rate was lower.

Most of the clubs decided to cover
the increase themselves without
putting their prices up, but this de-
cision had serious effects on their
profitability and the management

Andalucia Costa I:fE'[frDl

Open de Espana

Mroas

of their courses. A decline in the
number of sponsors, the principal
financial support for the amateur
tournaments which are organised
on the Costa del Sol each year, was
another problem faced by the sec-
tor during the crisis. The increase in
tourists from other parts of Spain
and from abroad is a key factor to
understanding the present situa-
tion for clubs in Malaga province,
especially on the western coast: visi-
tors attracted by this sport spend an
average of 130 euros a day, which is
much more than other tourists, and
they stay for around 11 days.

Professional tournaments

The return of professional tourna-
ments to Spain has encouraged nu-
merous golf courses in Andalucia to
carry out improvements in recent
months. The European Circuit has
decided to return to this destination
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again, and the clubs want to make
the most of the opportunity, aware
of the publicity provided by this type
of championship.

The Real Club de Golf Valderra-
ma, which will be hosting the first
Andalucia Masters since the crisis
brought it to a haltin 2011 (see page
4), has invested around four million
euros on remodelling its course. Af-
ter five years with no international
golfing events, the Junta de Anda-
lucia is now committed to this sec-
tor and will spend nearly one mi-
llion euros on organising the Mas-
ters, which will bring the best pla-
yers in Europe to San Roque. It is cal-
culated that this tournament in Ca-
diz province will have an indirect
financial impact of about 50 million
euros, and a direct impact of some
4.5 million.

It has been essential for institu-
tions to work together to attract tour-
naments such as the women’s Open
de Espaifia, which took place at the
Aloha Club last year and was won by
Malaga golfer Azahara Mufoz. This
year (see page 7) it will be held at Gual-
damina, following the agreement
between the Junta de Andalucia, the
Malaga provincial government and
the Mancomunidad de Municipios

very of the sector has now been confirmed. :: sur

of the western Costa del Sol.

Among the main objectives is the
Ryder Cup, the most important gol-
fing competition of all and one of
the events which is most followed
all around the world. This took pla-
ce at Valderrama in 1997 and so far
that is the only time it has ever been
held in Spain. At the moment, the
amount of investment which is ne-
eded to organise the Ryder Cup and
the lack of private support means
that it is not possible, although the
administrations are working on it
for the future.

Ataregional level, Andalucia has
made agreements, among others,
with the International Golf Tour Ope-
rators Association to organise joint
activities to promote the area to in-
ternational markets.

Golf tourists have an important
multiplying effect on the Andalu-
sian economy, because income from
food, drink and shopping covers
around 70 per cent of the budget. For
years, the region has been consoli-
dated as the benchmark golf desti-
nation in Europe, although the cour-
ses in Andalucia still have the capa-
city to grow further and attract up
to 700,000 more tourists a year, bea-
ring in mind their facilities.
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Sergio Garcia will be the one to look out for at the Andalucia Masters; he will tackle the Valderrama course in October. :: sur

“It's a great pleasure to host
the Andalucia Masters”

Sergio Garcia. Professional golfer. Winner of the US Masters and world
number eight, hosts the Andalucia Masters in October with his foundation

he Royal Valderrama Golf
Club is preparing to host
the third edition of the An-
dalucia Masters from 19 to
22 October. The tournament marks
the end of the European tour before
players leave the continent and head
to China, South Africa and Dubai to
round off the 2017 professional
tours. This year, the event will be
hosted in partnership with the Ser-
gio Garcia Foundation and the re-
gional government, and will wel-
come the Spaniard and US Masters
winner himself, to the fairways.
The 37-year-old player from Cas-
tellén declared his love for the Val-
derrama course: “It’s a very special
place to play golf and it’s among my
favourite clubs to play at. It is one
of the best courses in the world and
I always feel comfortable playing
there. I have some great memories
from there, especially the win I had
in 2011

ALBERTO
GOMEZ

Garcia is pleased to be returning
to Valderrama, this time as a player
and patron for the tournament, hav-
ing rounded off an already success-
ful year with wins at Augusta in The
Masters and at the Omega Dubai De-
sert Classic. “I was very pleased when
Ifound out that the Andalucia Mas-
ters was returning: it is a great pleas-
ure to be hosting the event along-
side my foundation. I am sure that
it will be a great tournament and, as
an ambassador of the event, I encour-
age all those that come to enjoy the
weekend. It will be great to see all
the Spanish golfers, playing together
in such a special place.”

Garcia also had words of praise for
the organisers of the event and the
maintenance of the course: “The fair-
ways are always in excellent condi-
tion and the greens are always quick
and well-kept. Last year, when we
played in the Spanish Open, we no-
ticed the difference. The high level
of maintenance made for a great
round of golf free from obstacles.”

Speaking further about Valder-
rama, Garcia said: “Every hole is ex-
cellent, each with its own appeal.
It’s a demanding course that does
not leave room for error. It makes
you think, and puts your concen-
tration to the test from the first tee-
off to the final putt. It demands pa-
tience, you know you will make mis-
takes, you just have to minimise
their impact. All of us play there
with a lot of respect for the course.”

Despite his comments, Garcia
often stands up to the challenge of
Valderrama, as his excellent results

show. Among other notable per-
formances, he came seventh in the
American Express World Golf Cham-
pionship in 1999, and fifth the fol-
lowing year. In the opening year of
the Andalucia Masters he finished
eleventh and then went on to win
in 2011. More recently, Garcia fin-
ished third in the Spanish Open in
2016. “Last year at the Spanish Open,
I'had the opportunity to return to
winning ways. Even though I didn’t
win, I was pleased with how I played
and I persevered right until the end.
I gave it my all.” said Garcia.

The Sergio Garcia Foundation man-
aged to raise 65,480 euros for the
Spanish Cancer association (AECC)
during the Spanish Open. “Seeing the
foundation’s emblem around the
course made me feel very proud. A
lot of people came, many of whom
went to our stand. I want to thank
everyone who donated; the money
that we raised will be used to support
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WHAT HE SAID

“Valderramaiis a special
place and one of my
favourite courses. |
always feel very
comfortable there”

“Last year at the Spanish
Open, lhadachanceto

return to winning ways, |
didn't, but I gaveitmyall

“Seeing my foundation’s
emblemaround the
course made me very
proud”

“If my victory in
Augustadoesn't
promote golf in Spain, |
don't know what will"

the families of those that are affected
by cancer.”

Sergio Garcia established the
foundation in 2002 with the sup-
port of his family. It was created
with one clear goal in mind: to sup-
port social integration of young peo-
ple who are economically disadvan-
taged. They aim to achieve this
through benefit schemes and by
promoting sport as a free-time ac-
tivity. Since its inception, the foun-
dation has collaborated with mul-
tiple organisations and charities
which support those with special
needs.

In 2003, the foundation created
the Golf Adaptado en Espafia ini-
tiative in collaboration with the
Royal Spanish Golf Federation and
other autonomous golf organisa-
tions. The project aims to make the
sport more available to those with
physical or mental disabilities, and
at the same time, helping them to
integrate within society, through
playing the game.

A tourist attraction

Speaking on whether his victory in
Augusta this year would promote the
development of golfin Spain, Garcia
said: “If that doesn’t help, I don’t know
what will. We know that, above all,
golfin Spain is a tourist attraction.
We need to keep fighting to promote
the sport because other countries are
getting better and better. I hope that
the government and the Golf Federa-
tion both get involved too.”

The Andalucia Masters will be the
only European tour date to be played
on Spanish fairways this year, due
to the cancellation of the Spanish
Open this year. “It’s unfortunate
that it will not be played this year.
We will continue to support golf
through the Andalucia Masters, but
itis anissue that falls under the re-
mit of the Golf Federation, who are
the owners of the Spanish Open.”
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Huelva has become a tourist

destination all year round

In July the province registered the longest average stay by
tourists and there was a 17 per cent increase in foreign visitors

ALEJANDRO
DIAZ

ast year, 2016, it was 100

years since the miners in

Riotinto, in Huelva prov-

ince, set up the basis for
what would become Andalucia’s
first golf course. At that time, the
Huelva Golf Club was created on
land ceded by the English-run Mi-
nas de Riotinto company. It was
situated close to the Royal Pigeon
Shooting Club, in the Paseo de los
Pinzones. However, the sports com-
plex and new golf facility with the
name Club de Golf Bellavista offi-
cially opened on 25 October 1976,
and is the oldest course in Anda-
lucia.

Today, the city of Huelva and the
province bear little resemblance to
the way they were in those days.
The productive and economic sec-
tor has been modernised, along
with the infrastructure, and its
natural landscapes have been so
well preserved that every year this
area attracts thousands of tourists
who are keen to play golf sur-
rounded by nature.

Quality tourism brings positive
results: proof of this is that in July
this year Huelva province regis-
tered the longest average stay by
tourists in the whole of Andalucia,
according to information from the
National Institute of Statistics
which was published in August.
The visitors who came to Huelva
stayed for an average of 4.6 days,
nearly one day longer than the rest
of the region. Foreign tourism grew
by about 17 per cent compared to
last year, and seven new hotels have
opened.

Although summer is high sea-
son for most of Huelva province,
the climate is inviting at all times
of year. That is why, every year, the
authorities work together with pri-
vate companies to promote the at-
tractions of a destination in which
golf can be combined with gastron-
omy, nature, beaches and history.

They are working on promoting
Huelva as a destination in eastern
European countries, through agree-
ments with tour operators such as
Itaka (Poland) and Travel Group
Fischer (Czech Republic), and this
is consolidating the province as a
holiday destination in these emerg-
ing markets. Thanks to these agree-
ments, 4,000 visitors have booked
holidays from these two countries

The Riotinto miners
created what would
eventually become the
first official golf coursein
Andalucia, 100 years ago

Isla Canela, in Ayamonte,
has beautiful beaches
which are perfect for
practising or learning a
variety of water sports

this year.

Focusing specifically on golf, the
Huelva brand also had a presence re-
cently at the St Andrews golf tourna-
ment in Scotland, which is consid-
ered the birthplace of this sport and
boasts some of the oldest courses in
the world.

In Huelva province there are
around a dozen golf courses, such as
the Isla Canela golf club in the mu-
nicipality of Ayamonte, at the ex-
treme west of the Costa de la Luz,
very close to the Guadiana river and
the Portuguese Algarve. Its 18-hole
course has several natural obstacles
and is situated right beside the beach.

Unique beaches

Ayamonte has some beautiful
beaches, and they attract thousands
of visitors every year. In fact, Isla
Canela is one of the best known. It is

Salt extracted from the Odiel marshes. :: sur
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Parque Moret, in the town of Ayamonte. :: sur

o
]

the most westerly beach in Huelva
province and Andalucia, because it is
situated beside the Guadiana river es-
tuary, facing neighbouring Portugal.
Isla Canela can easily be reached from
Ayamonte, entering the town from
the A-49 or N-431 and, after passing
through the centre, heading for the
H-9021. Along line of palm trees leads
down to the beach, which is on the
right-hand side of the course.

The Isla Canela beach is 5,500 me-
tres long, and is actually three adjoin-
ing beaches. To the east is the Playa
de losJaraganes, the central stretch
is Isla Canela itself, and in the direc-
tion of the Guadiana river, the San
Bruno beach lies next to extensive
marshes and dunes.

The fine, cinnamon-coloured sand
(which gives the beach its name), the
tranquil waters for swimming and
many excellent hotels and restau-
rants, make it obvious why this part
of the Huelva coastline is so popular.
Every summer it is visited by thou-
sands of people. However, for the rest
of the year, thanks to the lovely cli-
mate, there are also many hours of
sunshine to be enjoyed.

This area has also become well-
known for water sports such as kite-
surfing, windsurfing and paddle surf-
ing, and there are several schools on
the quiet San Bruno beach for visi-
tors who are tempted to learn.

The proximity of Isla Canela to Por-
tugal is another of the advantages of
this beach, which doesn’t only re-
ceive tourists from Spain. It is quite
common to meet people from the Al-
garve, who cross the river to spend
some time here.

Also, although this is the favour-
ite spot for local people as well as the
hundreds of visitors from other parts
of Spain, an increasing number of in-
ternational visitors are coming here
now, especially British, Dutch and
Germans who have homes in the mu-
nicipality or in the nearby area.

There is a wide range of services
and numerous bars, restaurants and
ice-cream parlours along the seafront,
as well as several ‘chiringuito’ beach
bar-restaurants, hotels and shops.

Variety of courses

The Club Bellavista and Isla Canela
are just two examples; Huelva prov-
ince has numerous other courses, in-
cluding the Corta Atalaya, near the
Sierra de Huelva, with lovely moun-
tain views, and the Corta Minera de
las Minas de Riotinto. There is also El
Rompido Golf Club, next to the Rio
Piedra marshes, with fantastic views
of the Atlantic Ocean.

This is definitely the perfect des-
tination for anybody who wants
to enjoy playing golfin an area
which offers all the facilities they
need. It is now consolidated as a
hotspot for golfers, especially as
its courses can be enjoyed at any
time of the year.
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Guadalmina prepares to welcome
its first women's Open de Espaina

Holder Azahara Munoz and Carlota Ciganda,
the best-placed Spaniard, have confirmed
their places for the tournament

:: ALBERTO GOMEZ

eal Club de Golf Gua-
dalmina, in San Pedro de
Alcantara, designated host
of the women’s Andalucia
Costa del Sol Open de Espaiia this
year, has gone back to its roots. With
the aim of improving the spectacle
for the competition, which is part
of the European Tour, the essence
of the plans of legendary designer
Javier Arana has been recovered.

A number of modifications have
been made in anticipation of the tour-
nament which takes place from 21 to
24 September. For example, the usual
18th hole will be the first, leaving
hole 17, par five, as the last to increase
the chances of a grandstand finish.

On the other side, in the area
closest to the sea, the order will re-
vert to the one initially designed
by Javier Arana with what is usu-
ally the 10th hole, the par three
which runs parallel to the sea and

without the most emblematic of
the course, will now be the 11th.

The course is also in much better
shape generally after investment
on the part of members to remodel
the bunkers, an improvement from
which they are able to benefit “even
before the professionals”, says Ig-
nacio de Cuvillo, managing direc-
tor of RCG Guadalmina.

The Open de Espaiia is the four-
teenth date on the Ladies European
Tour calendar and will unite big na-
mes from across the sport. The
biggest Spanish players have al-
ready confirmed their participa-
tion; Carlota Ciganda, one of the
best European golfers at the mo-
ment, as demonstrated by her Sol-
heim Cup performance, will be in
attendance while San Pedro-born
Azahara Muiloz, will be looking to
defend her title.

It will be the fourth time that
the Costa del Sol welcomes the

Azahara Mufoz, last year at Aloha, where she picked up the title she
will be hoping to defend this year at Guadalmina. :: sur

tournament, after Los Flamingos
in 2010, La Quinta in 2011 and Alo-
ha Golfin 2016. On the first occa-
sion, the legendary Laura Davies
took the honours, while it was her
compatriot Melissa Reid who trium-

phedin 2011. Last year it was the
turn of local star Azahara Mufoz
to shine as she came out on top in
a spectacular duel with American
Beth Allen to become the first Spa-
niard to win the competition.
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We would like to hear from you!
Please send any golfing news
from your clubs to
surinenglish.su@diariosur.es
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Summer is ot a season here, it is a way of life.

Becausea living is not the same as living intensely



