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Catalan parliament 
decides how it will 
respond to Madrid

After another week of uncertainty 
in Catalonia, at the time of going to 
press members of the Catalan parlia-
ment were debating how to respond 
to Madrid’s decision to intervene im-
minently in the region. One option 

in the debate was a quick-fire unilat-
eral declaration of independence. An-
other was to call early regional elec-
tions, a move that president Carles 
Puigdemont had appeared to favour 
earlier in the day before saying he had 
insufficient guarantees. Last Satur-
day PM Rajoy said that the govern-
ment would use Article 155 of the 
Spanish constitution to remove Cata-
lan government leaders and call elec-
tions within six months.  P22 

Embark on a 
Joshua Tree 
road trip 

Andrew Forbes takes us 
on a voyage through the 
high Mojave and low 
Colorado deserts  P30-32

Carles Puigdemont 
backtracked on an earlier 
indication that he would 
call regional elections 

A visitor observes one of Buren’s projections in the Centre Pompidou Malaga. :: FERNANDO GONZÁLEZ
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GOLF

Sergio García 
caps off his 
best year yet

The Spanish golfer came out 
on top at the Andalucía 
Masters which took place at 
Valderrama at the weekend P57

TRAVEL SPECIAL

PROJECTIONS IN THE POMPIDOU

Daniel Buren, the artist behind the Cube design, has brought more colour to the Malaga centre    P46

Between April and June this 
year there were 2,079 
reports of women suffering 
violence in the home  P20

Numbers of 
domestic 
violence cases 
in the province 
shoot up 31% 

Buying, decorating, 
moving or staying? Don’t 
miss the Home Fair in 
Marbella this weekend                           
P7 & SUPPLEMENT INSIDE

Is the internet bad for 
our health? One woman 
talks about her 
electromagnetic 
hypersensitivity  P40&41

The cup provides no relief 
for Malaga CF who are still 
without a win this season 
after falling to Segunda side 
Numancia (2-1)  P61

The famous Joshua tree. :: SUR



2222222 October 27th to November 2nd 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH

2 NEWS2222222

The increasing number of visitors to 
the Costa del Sol in general, and Mar-
bella in particular, this summer has 
highlighted the fragility of some of 
the town’s infrastructure. There is an 
urgent need for road improvements. 
Marbella is the only town in Spain 
with more than 100,000 inhabitants 
that has no railway service, and every 
year the traffic jams in the peak tour-
ist season get worse and worse. 

 Matters did improve when the 
tunnel at San Pedro Alcántara was fi-
nally built after decades of complaints, 
but now the problem has moved just 
a few metres away: the stretch be-
tween Marbella and Puerto Banús, in 
both directions. But that is not the 
only problem. To the east, on the A-
7 between La Cala de Mijas and the 
arch at the entrance to Marbella (es-
pecially the stretch between the hos-
pital and the arch) there are regular 
traffic jams even outside the tourist 
season.  

Although the Ministry of Trans-
port said last week that there are plans 
for a third lane to be built between 
San Pedro and Banús, there is con-
cern that this project will take years 
to complete, like the scheme to im-
prove the slip roads onto the A-7 at 
Las Chapas. This was first announced 
in 2007 and has not yet materialised. 

“This project will happen. It is go-
ing to be a priority,” insisted the dep-
uty mayor for San Pedro, Rafael Piña. 
The third lane will cost 17.8 million 
euros and will include a pedestrian 

Residents and 
businesses are anxious 
for planned road 
improvements to be 
treated as a matter of 
urgency as traffic 
volume grows

bridge over the road from Puerto 
Banús to Nueva Andalucía.  

The plans for Las Chapas are more 
complicated, especially because land 
will have to be compulsorily pur-
chased in order to improve the main 
access roads onto the dual carriage-
way between the arch and the hos-
pital.  

“I’m not a technician so I can’t say 
what the best technical solution 
would be for these problems. What 
is clear though is that this summer 
there have been some very serious  
traffic problems. We are growing fast 
and the infrastructure can’t cope, so 
something has to be done,” said the 
president of the CIT Tourism Initia-
tive Centre in Marbella, Juan José 
González. “The tunnel at San Pedro 
solved the problem we had at that 
specific point, but now there is mas-
sive congestion at Banús,” he said.  

“The situation at San Pedro is des-
perate because the tunnel hasn’t really 
resolved anything. The problem is 
just a bit further up the road now,” 
said the spokesman for Taxisol, Víc-
tor Vázquez. The taxi association is 
one of the groups which is most af-
fected by the traffic jams. “In sum-
mer it takes taxis longer to get from 
Marbella to Guadalmina than it does 
to get to Malaga airport,” he added.  

The same problem occurs at other 
times of year, as well. “The traffic 
jams started at Easter this year, and 
although things improved for a short 
while afterwards, by May the road 
was completely overcrowded,” said 
the head of the Provincial Associa-
tion of Transport Companies and 
Agencies of Malaga (Apetam), Juan 
Sierra. “Time wasted in a traffic jam 

means money lost and it affects the 
quality of the service as well,” he said, 
referring to the long queues which 
form on the A-7 between La Cala de 
Mijas and Marbella. “There are so 
many vehicles that the traffic has to 
move very slowly, but on top of that 
if there is an accident the road can be 
blocked for hours. That has happened 
several times this year,” he explained.  

Making up time 
This “criminal” situation, as Juan Si-
erra puts it, led his association to adopt 
measures some time ago to gain time 
on the roads. “The coaches that take 
people to Algeciras and the Campo 
de Gibraltar no longer stop for a cof-
fee break at Sabinillas, to make up 
the half an hour at least that they lose 
in San Pedro,” he said.  

“Nobody seemed to take into ac-
count that this area is in the physical 
centre of the Costa del Sol. On one 
side San Pedro has Cadiz and Algeci-
ras, and on the other it has Marbella. 
And to the north, the connection 
with the Ronda road and the access 
to Seville. San Pedro already has too 
much local traffic, but it is also ex-
pected to cope with all the vehicles 
heading for Ronda, Benahavís, Cadiz 
and Marbella,” said Manuel Fernán-
dez Valdivia, the former president of 
the Pro-Independence Association of 
San Pedro Alcántara (ISP), who in-
sists that the toll motorway should 
be opened up to cope with the over-
flow. “Not just at certain times of day 
or year; it needs to be permanently 
toll-free. It is the only alternative to 
the A-7, which is why these problems 
keep occurring,” he said.  

David Díaz, of the Small and Me-
dium Business Association in San Pe-
dro (Apymespa), believes the new in-
frastructure which has been created 
in the area had already become obso-
lete by the time it opened and, like 
Fernández Valdivia, he believes that 
there is already a problem with the Tailbacks between Banús and San Pedro are daily in summer  :: J-L

Marbella demands a fast-track solution 
to its worsening traffic problems 

MÓNICA 
PÉREZ
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volume of local traffic. As an exam-
ple, he refers to the fact that two 
lanes merge into one in the ‘Bule-
var’, and added, “The road to the in-
dustrial estate [the Ronda road] was 
not widened which makes it incon-
venient for people to visit the local 
businesses there.” 

No alternative to the tolls 
The problems reaching Marbella by 
road have been steadily getting 
worse for years, and as a result not 
only has the local council urged the 
government to take urgent meas-
ures, but numerous social and busi-
ness groups have been doing the 
same. One of the most common de-
mands  is for the government to 
abolish the tolls on the motorway. 
Earlier this year local residents, busi-
nesses and political parties joined 
forces to campaign for the motor-
way to be used toll-free in cases of 
accidents or when traffic on the old 
N-340 highway comes to a com-
plete standstill.  

The government gave its response 
in June. “The Ministry of Transport 
has no plans to cancel the tolls on 
the motorway when there are traf-
fic jams on the A-7 between Fuen-
girola-Riviera del Sol-Marbella,” it 
said in response to a question raised 
in Parliament. 

Other groups have also begun 
their own battle, putting pressure 
on for a railway service to run from 
Malaga to Marbella and Estepona. 
At present the line stops at Fuengi-
rola. The project was first consid-
ered many years ago, but it is still in 
the study phase.  

Rotary clubs have started a peti-
tion to support the railway project, 
and some luxury hotels on the Costa 
del Sol, such as Los Monteros, have 
joined in, aware of the damage the 
traffic congestion on the roads does 
not only to their image but to that 
of the whole area. 

QUOTES

Juan José González  
President of CIT Marbella 

“We are growing fast but 
the infrastructure can’t 
cope. Something has to 
be done about it” 

Juan Sierra  
President of Apetam 

“Coaches taking people to 
the Campo de Gibraltar no 
longer stop for a coffee 
break, to make up time”   

Víctor Vázquez  
Representive ofTaxisol 

“In summer it takes longer 
to drive from Marbella to 
Guadalmina than to 
Malaga airport”

Land will have to be 
compulsorily 
purchased for the 
project in Las Chapas

Priority will be given to 
buses and workers who 
arrive in private cars will 
be diverted along a one-
way system from the 
main roundabout 

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. The council’s Mobility 
Department has proposed three new 
measures to ease traffic congestion 
at the Andalucía Technology Park 
(PTA) at rush hour, which it says 
could be completed in the short-to-
medium term.  

The PTA is home to around 600 
companies with more than 16,000 
employees, leading to severe conges-
tion at busy times of day. 

The report says priority needs to 
be given to public transport, and peo-
ple should be encouraged not to use 
private cars. 

The department suggests creating 
a special lane for buses and VAOs (high 
occupancy vehicles) on the A-7056 
(the road from the A-357 Guadalhorce 
motorway), which, they hope, would 
encourage employees to car share. 

Also, at the large roundabout at the 
main access (Plácido Fernandez Vi-
agas), traffic lights would give prior-
ity to those vehicles, which would 
be able to continue straight along Av-
enida Juan López Peñalver, the main 
road on the PTA. Private cars would 

be diverted round a one-way system. 
The department also suggests cre-

ating a direct access from the second 
bypass around the city. This would 
mean building a bridge (with two 
lanes in each direction) over the Cam-
panillas river and widening the A-
7058 and a small service road at Col-
menarejo. These works would cost 
an estimated 14 million euros. It 
would mean there would be a direct 

access from the second roundabout 
for workers arriving from the east-
ern side of the city and Rincón de la 
Victoria.  

Mobility councillor Elvira Maeso 
says these projects would be “afford-
able” and have already been proposed 
to the Junta de Andalucía and the 
PTA management, and the techni-
cal aspect of the plans is already be-
ing studied.

Malaga council proposes plans to 
relieve traffic congestion at the PTA

The A-7 between La Cala de 
Mijas and Marbella :: J-L.

There are regular traffic jams at the entrance to the PTA. :: ÑITO SALAS

:: SUR 

MALAGA. Work has begun to make 
the A-397 mountain road between 
Ronda and San Pedro Alcántara 
safer, especially on the stretch be-
tween kilometres 20 and 31, which 

is a black spot for accidents. New 
road markings are being painted 
and signs are being replaced, and a 
speed camera is to be installed to 
monitor the road in both directions 
between kilometres 28 and 30.5. 

There will be signs to warn motor-
ists about the radar traps. 

The A-397 is nearly 50 kilome-
tres long and is very steep and 
winding for most of the route. In 
2015 it was the scene of 70 acci-
dents with victims: 35 cars and 19 
motorbikes were involved in these, 
five people died, four were injured 
and admitted to hospital and 47 
suffered injuries which were less 
serious.

Speed camera to be installed on 
the A-397 Ronda-San Pedro road
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The provincial court has 
upheld the prison 
sentence of nearly four 
years handed down to 
former Parque Animal 
president Carmen Marín 

:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

TORREMOLINOS. The former 
president of the Torremolinos-based 
animal shelter Parque Animal, Car-
men Marin, has lost her appeal to the 
provincial court against the sentence 
handed down earlier this year. 

Marín was found guilty of animal 
cruelty and falsification of documents 
following an investigation into the 
mass extermination of dogs and cats 
at the shelter. She was sentenced to 
three years and nine months in prison. 

At the end of last week the provin-
cial court upheld the sentence deliv-
ered by the Malaga court, concluding 
that the evidence proved that Marín 
gave instructions and took part her-
self in the “massive and unjustified” 
sacrifice of dogs and cats. She and her 
assistant, Felipe Barco, who has re-
ceived a one-year sentence for cru-
elty, were aware of the agony suffered 
by the animals “seeing how they 
writhed, howled and urinated as they 
slowly suffocated, their muscles con-

tracting”, said the sentence. 
Marín was arrested by Seprona of-

ficers in 2010 accused of sacrificing 
animals “without veterinary con-
trol”, using lower doses of the eutha-
nasia drugs than those recommended 
which led to additional suffering for 
the animals. The paperwork sent to 
the town hall, which funded the shel-
ter’s services, was “manipulated” ac-
cording to the sentence. Many peo-
ple took animals to the shelter think-
ing that a new home would be found 
for them. 

She was also ordered to pay a fine 

of almost 20,000 euros, as well as to 
pay damages to the benefactors of 
the charity. 

The judge, who issued the first 
sentence, called for a modification 
of the penal code to introduce 
stiffer penalties for animal cruelty. 
Marín could only be sentenced to 
a maximum of one year for cru-
elty, the rest of her sentence be-
ing for the falsification of docu-
ments. The public prosecution has 
called for Marín to be ordered to 
enter prison immediately follow-
ing the proceedings.

Former animal shelter boss loses 
appeal as prison sentence is upheld

112 REPORTS

Leader of drug gang 
arrested in Mijas 

MALAGA 
:: SUR. The Guardia Civil, as part of 
their ‘Manneken operation’  in col-
laboration with the Belgian police, 

have arrested the leader of a crimi-
nal organisation in Mijas. The Bel-
gium-based organisation grow and 
distribute marijuana. Through this 
operation, Belgian police have lo-
cated and arrested ten Belgian, Span-
ish, and French people in the same 
criminal network.

Man confesses to stabbing 
policeman as trial begins 

MALAGA 
:: Á. FRÍAS. The trial of former le-
gionnaire, Julián Y. L., 64, accused 
of killing retired policeman Tomás 
A.M., stabbing him repeatedly with 
a 25cm-long, double-edged blade 
in the head, neck, chest and abdo-
men, has begun. The accused has 
confessed to his crimes but argues 
that he had killed the 74 year-old 
because he had ‘done him a lot of 
harm’ by revealing something he 
had told him in secret.

Woman found with 51 
cocaine pellets at airport 

MALAGA 
:: Á. FRÍAS. A Brazilian woman was 
arrested at Malaga airport over the 
weekend for attempting to smug-
gle 51 pellets of cocaine into Malaga. 
The 50-year-old woman was on a 
flight from Brazil, with a layover in 
Zurich. Upon arriving in Malaga, 
she was searched after refusing to 
divulge her reasons for traveling to 
Spain. The woman had ingested 28 
capsules, and had 20 in her vagina 
and three in her anus. 

The Guardia Civil have arrested ten people in the same gang. :: SUR

Carmen Marín leaving the courtroom last year. :: ALBERTO GÓMEZ
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Junta announces new 
strategy to correct the 
decline in numbers of 
Spanish visitors to 
Andalucía this year 

:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. Andalucía’s tourism in-
dustry has seen record figures be-
tween June and September this year, 
beating for the first time the 25 mil-
lion overnight stays with 25.2 mil-
lion, a 1.6% increase. Tourist desti-
nations in Andalucía have seen 7.8 
million visitors in total, a 2% rise. 
The Instituto Nacional de Estadís-
tica (INE) revealed that September 
this year was the best in history, bet-
ter than August 2009 and 2010.  

Andalucía tourism minister, 
Francisco Javier Fernández, ex-
plained at a presentation this week 
that the rate of employment in 
tourist industries grew by 5% last 
month. “This figure means that 
employment is not threatened out-
side of high season. Now we are go-
ing to make an effort to ensure that 
this keeps going in October and No-
vember, up until the Christmas sea-
son”, he declared. 

The minister mentioned that de-
spite the 7% rise in international 
tourists, Andalucía has lost 4.3% of 
its Spanish tourists. “We need to 
make more effort in the national 
market, because these are essen-
tial clients”, he explained. On this 
topic, he said that “we cannot ig-
nore the national market, which 
makes up 60% of visitors. These 
tourists prefer other types of holi-
day and shorter trips. We are going 
to make some structural changes 
based on this. We cannot lose sight 
of the national tourists, because 
they are our best clients, the most 
loyal, and they have saved us more 
than once”. 

When speaking about the im-
pact of hotel prices on this market, 
he explained “there isn’t a direct 
relationship between the increase 
of prices and the decrease in Span-
ish tourists. Andalucía has never 
been a place that people visit for 

the price, but for the relationship 
between quality and price. It has 
more to do with the emergence of 
new types of accommodation, like 
private-home lets, of which there 
are more than 17,000 in the prov-
ince. Spanish people take advan-
tage of the many rooms available”. 

Per province, only Malaga failed 
to increase the number of stays dur-
ing the summer, with a decrease 
of 0.8% between June and Septem-
ber, compared to last year. Fernán-
dez highlighted this figure as 
Malaga is a place with huge turn-
over, with 38% of holidays in the 
region. 

On the other hand, this high-
lights the strength of Malaga’s pre-
vious tourist growth, and the fig-
ures demonstrate that the strate-
gies to evenly spread tourism across 
the province and measures against 
seasonality to avoid geographical 
and temporal saturation are       
working.

Andalucía reports another 
record-breaking summer, with 
over 25 million overnight stays

The tourism minister during the 
presentation this week. :: F.J. A.

:: P. MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. The tourist industry 
contributed 7.12 billion euros to the 
local economy this summer. Presi-
dent of  Turismo Costa del Sol, Elías 
Bendodo and Luis Callejón Suñé 
from the Costa del Sol hoteliers as-
sociation revealed that the Costa 
del Sol attracted 7 million tourists, 
who spent 459 million euros be-
tween June and September this 
year, a 6.3% rise from last year.  

Bendodo played down the drop 
in Spanish tourists in the holiday 
destination this year. The number 
of Spanish hotel guests fell by 8.6%, 
which Bendodo attributes to the 
appeal of international markets. 
“In times of economic recovery, 
Spanish people prefer to travel out-
side of the country. This is the only 
explanation”. 

The Costa del Sol experienced an 

increase of 7% in British tourists, 
19% in German tourists, 21% in 
northern European tourists, 32% 
in Dutch tourists, and 42% in Swiss 
tourists.  

Suñé insisted that overall the 
business figures are positive, even 
though this summer registered 13.9 
million stays, 0.6% lower than pre-
vious years due to the increase in 
reservations for tourist holiday 
apartments, for which there are no 
official statistics. 

In the final stages of the year, 
Suñé hopes to maintain this tour-
ism growth and reported that the 
airport is expecting to see an in-
crease of 12% in passengers between 
November and January and is sure 
that the Costa will recover from the 
problems caused by the collapse of 
some low-cost airlines.

Tourism brought in 7 billion 
to the Costa this summer

HERE AND THERE

Bars lose outdoor 
seating space in Malaga 

MALAGA 
::  JUAN SOTO. Malaga city hall 
have ordered that a large number 
of terraces in the city occupy less 
space in the streets in order to cre-
ate harmony between pedestrians 
and businesses. Under this new law, 
tables and chairs will not be able to 

take up more than 50 per cent of 
the pavement. This will mean that 
a lot of bars and restaurants will 
have to downsize. This new ruling 
ensures that there will always be a 
space of at least two metres for pe-
destrians to walk through.  
Furthermore, in pedestrianised 
streets and throughout the historic 
centre, the installation of rigid awn-
ings will be banned. Violators will 
be fined up to 3,000 euros. 

Ryanair will change 
baggage policy in 2018 

MALAGA 
:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ. Low-cost air-
line Ryanair has delayed the changes 
in their cabin baggage policy. From 
15 January, regular ticket passen-
gers will only be allowed to bring 
their smallest bag on board each. 
Any other baggage will have to be 
put in the hold, for no extra cost. 
Priority Boarding passengers, in-
cluding the Plus, Flexi Plus, and 
Family Plus packages, will be al-
lowed two cabin bags each. Aircraft carrier visits 

Malaga this weekend 

MALAGA 
:: SUR. The Juan Carlos I aircraft 
carrier is visiting Malaga from 27 
to 29 October. On Saturday 400 
people will swear allegiance to the 
Spanish flag and the vessel is open 
to the public on Friday between 
12pm and 4pm and Sunday be-
tween 10am and 5.30pm. 

The ship is currently part of 
Group-2 of the Spanish naval fleet 
and has high protection capacity, 
making it ready for any mission. 

The Juan Carlos I is the largest 
ship ever built in Spain, measur-
ing 32 metres in length with 32 
beams. The aircraft carrier is docked 
at the Dique de Levante dock, near  
the Muelle Uno shops.

Seventy Legion soldiers  
go to Mali 

RONDA 
::  V. MELGAR. Seventy Spanish 
Legion soldiers based in barracks 
near Ronda left for Mali this week 
to participate in a new mission in 
Africa.  

To mark the occasion, a mili-
tary farewell ceremony took place  
in the Montejaque barracks last 
week.  

The troops will stay in Mali for 
six months and they will be in 
charge of the security of the Span-
ish troops who are training the 
Mali army there. The mission will 
take place in the Sahel area.

Xxx. :: XXX

Juan Carlos I. :: SUR

Furniture cannot occupy more than half of the pavement. :: SUR
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An opportunity to study 
in London set Pedro 
Fernández up for a career  
linked to the foreign 
resident community on 
the Costa del Sol 

:: RACHEL HAYNES 

MALAGA. The figure is frighten-
ing enough when you are living in 
your own country, but when you’re 
in a foreign place the “taxman” be-
comes even more daunting. This 
personification of the tax system, 
turning it into one evil-looking 
misanthrope waiting to get his 
greedy hands on our hard-earned 
money, sums up how most of us 
feel about the issue: we’re scared 
he’s going to take more than his 
fair share, or that he’s going to gob-
ble us up for not giving him 
enough.  

There is, however, a group of pro-
fessionals who have devoted their 
careers to getting to know the fear-
some creature, understanding his 
changes and interpreting his reason-
ing so that the rest of us sleep at night. 
Pedro Fernández is one of them. 

Born in Malaga, Fernández was 
brought up in Cadiz but at 17 he re-
turned to his home city, where he 
started a degree in Economics and 
Business Studies. However it was 
the still-little- known European 
mobility programme for university 
students that took him to London 
and started what was to become a 
truly international career. “I did 
the last two years of my degree at 
Greenwich. It was ‘90 to ‘92 so it 
was one of the first years of the 
Erasmus exchange,” he explains. 

On his return he walked straight 
into a job at Arthur Andersen, then 
one of the world’s “big five” ac-
counting firms. His international 
experience and language skills put 
him in a team that served the for-
eign community on the Costa del 

Sol. Tax law and international taxa-
tion, and all the cross border issues 
that arise when moving to another 
country, were to become his spe-
ciality. 

“I’ve always been dealing with 
the same kind of issues - how for-
eign people who have settled here 
can structure their affairs to com-
ply with Spanish legislation,” he 
says, pointing out that the ideal 
structure is one where “they pay 
what they have to pay according to 
the law, but no more”. 

“You need to understand how in-
stitutions created in [people’s] home 
countries behave under the Span-
ish tax system,” says Fernández, re-
ferring to investment plans, pen-
sion schemes and, in the case of 
British residents, trusts. “When we 
deal with Brits in particular there’s 
always a trust involved, an institu-
tion which is very widely used in 
UK but not known in Spain,” he 

adds as an example. 
Fernández stayed with the or-

ganisation after Andersen first 
merged with, and was later ab-
sorbed by,  the leading Spanish law 
firm Garrigues.  

Now, after working with foreign 
residents and investors for 25 years, 
the specialist is well aware of the 
importance of foreign investment 
in this area. 

“I’ve always thought a smooth 
and proper integration of the for-
eign community is essential for 
the economy of the province,” he 
explains.  

“This is beyond any doubt the 
most valuable asset that we have 
here compared with other areas of 
Spain and Andalucía. 

“The minute we are able to in-
tegrate the foreign community here 
and they have legal certainty to in-
vest in our companies, in our sys-
tems, to be part of our community, 

this area will no doubt become the 
third in Spain in terms of economic 
power after Madrid and Barcelona,” 
he says.  

“We have that potential and the 
only way to cultivate that poten-
tial and make it real is to establish 
a proper relationship with the for-
eign community so that they feel 
at home here.” 

Perhaps foreigners coming to 
live here would feel more comfort-
able if they were able to benefit 
from a bit of “positive discrimina-
tion” on the part of the taxman, 
with a special regime similar to 
those recently set up in Portugal 
and Italy. 

“Many foreign people who come 
late in their lives do not always un-
derstand that they should be as-
sessed on their taxes in the same 
way as a Spanish resident or some-
one who has lived here all their 
life,” says Fernández. 

In its last tax reform in 2014, the 
Spanish government was about to 
consider such a regime - but in the 
end “didn’t dare”, according to 
Fernández, who believes that the 
tax system should not put people 
off moving to Spain. 

“I think Spain offers a variety of 
legal instruments to arrange one’s 
affairs to make sure that the tax 
burden is managed within reason-
able levels, so I would encourage 
foreigners to settle here,” he adds. 

If the scary Spanish “taxman” 
was looking for an international 
relations officer, Pedro Fernández 
would be the man for the job.

“The foreign community is the                  
most valuable asset we have 
compared with other areas of Spain”

Pedro Fernández Tax partner at Garrigues law firm

A look at how Spain 
treats foreigners 
settling here 

Pedro Fernández, who was pro-
moted to Associate at Garrigues in 
1997 and to Partner in 2003, will 
be speaking at the Linea Directa 
and SUR in English Essential Ex-
pat Advice Seminar at the Home 
Fair this weekend in Marbella. He 
will summarise how Spain treats 
foreigners settling here and when 
they are likely to be considered 
fully tax resident and therefore li-
able to report their worldwide in-
come. He will also explain which 
structures within the law are 
suitable to manage new residents’ 
future tax burden properly, and 
advise those already resident on 
changes that could result in a bet-
ter tax position within the cur-
rent regulatory environment.

Pedro Fernández specialises in tax law and international taxation at the Garrigues law firm. :: FRANCIS SILVA

 English seminar.   Pedro Fernán-
dez will look at the tax system in 
Spain and how it treats foreigners 
with realty and financial assets. 

 Date and time.   Saturday 28 Oc-
tober, 12pm. 

 Venue.   Home Fair, Palacio de 
Ferias y Congresos, Marbella. 

 Admission.   Free. Confirm at-
tendance to forossur@diariosur.es

EXPAT TAX SEMINAR

“Spain offers a variety of 
legal instruments to 
manage tax within 
reasonable levels”
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N
o one, absolutely no 
one, knows what’s go-
ing to happen next in 
the Catalonia saga. 

That is the only real conclusion 
to be drawn from the last few 
weeks, during which the Spanish 
media has been entirely con-
sumed with the possibility of the 
region’s proposed split from 
Spain: we’ve seen nothing but 
endless rolling “news” essen-
tially filled with different people 
saying in different ways that 
they have no idea what’s going to 
happen next.  

That is especially true today, 
when the Spanish Senate con-
venes to vote on whether Mari-
ano Rajoy’s government should 
dust off Article 155 of the 1978 
Spanish Constitution and effec-
tively suspend Carles Puigde-
mont’s Catalonian leadership. 
Article 155 gives the national 
government authority to take di-
rect control of a regional admini-
stration if its behaviour is threat-
ening the unity of Spain. Up un-
til now, its use has never even 
been considered. This is truly un-
chartered territory. 

Political uncertainty about the 
next development in the Catalo-
nia drama is reflected in the 
vagueness of predictions about its 
economic impact. So far, only two 
institutions have guessed (I 
choose the word carefully) an ex-
act cost of the protracted standoff 
between Madrid and Barcelona. 
The Spanish government esti-
mates that the conflict will slow 
Spain’s economic growth next 
year by three-tenths of a percent-
age point, and has accordingly 
dropped its 2018 forecast from 
2.6% to 2.3%. Spain’s Independent 

Authority for Fiscal Responsibil-
ity (Airef) thinks the impact 
could be greater, and has pre-
dicted GDP expansion slowing be-
tween four tenths of a percentage 
point and 1.2%; in more concrete 
terms, it predicts that the cost of 
the crisis for the Spanish taxpayer 
could be up to 13.4 billion euros.  

Airef is erring on the side of 
caution in forecasting a bigger 
economic impact than that pre-
dicted by the Spanish govern-
ment. And it’s surely right to do 
so, not least because the Catalonia 
issue looks unlikely to be resolved 
by the end of this year. Indeed, 
Gonzalo Gortazar, the boss of La 
Caixa SA – Catalonia’s biggest 
bank and one of the first to move 
its headquarters out of Barcelona 
after 1 October – said this week 
that the key factor is how quickly 
this mess can be tidied up: “If [the 
Catalonia crisis] drags on…obvi-
ously we will expect the impact 
on GDP [to] be a bit more than 
moderate,” he said carefully. 

“A bit more than moderate” is 
awfully vague, but it’s all we’re 
going to get for now, even from 
supposed experts. Foreign banks 
are also struggling to be more 
specific in their assurances to in-
vestors about Catalonia vs Spain: 
in a note released this week, 
American behemoth JP Morgan 
fretted to clients that “it’s diffi-
cult to predict the intensity with 
which [Spain’s] central govern-
ment will respond [in applying] 
Article 155”. That’s because pre-
dictions depend on precedents 
and from here on in, there are no 
precedents for either Rajoy or 
Puigdemont to fall back on. They, 
too, are in the dark about what’s 
going to happen next.

IN THE DARK 

MARK  
NAYLER THE EURO 

ZONE markanayler@gmail.com 

Neueda has selected a 
building on Malaga’s 
Parque Technológico to 
move some of its staff 
from Belfast and to 
create fifteen new jobs 

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. A Northern Ireland-based 
software development company has 
chosen the Costa del Sol to set up its 
Spanish base. 

Neueda, a firm based in Belfast 
and which specialises in software de-
livery, training and consultancy, will 
invest 560,000 euros in the move to 
Malaga’s Parque Technológico (PTA). 
Some fifteen jobs are expected to be 
created. 

The company has explained that 
the decision to come to the area was 
in part based on its desire to increase 
its European presence ahead of Brexit 
and also to provide a base for some 
of its key employees who are from 
Malaga and will be moving home to 
work. 

Paddy O’Hagan, Chief Operating 
Officer said: “At Neueda, we are for-
tunate to be able to attract, develop 
and retain talented, passionate peo-
ple from diverse backgrounds. Given 
the uncertainty surrounding Brexit, 
we decided to establish an office in 

the eurozone to protect employee 
mobility and provide options for our 
current and future employees. 

“Malaga provides us with another 
rich location to attract technical tal-
ent across Europe. We have a fantas-
tic track record of recruiting from 
the region which has strong cultural 
alignment and excellent transport 
links with Northern Ireland which 
will ensure that it will quickly inte-
grate with our teams in Belfast and 
London.” 

Neueda was funded in 2006 and 
is one of the leading technological 
companies in Northern Ireland.

Neueda’s new base. :: SUR

Northern Ireland software firm to 
open Spanish base on the Costa 

FOCUS ON FINANCE

Town halls continue to 
charge the full tax on 
family members 
inheriting a property  

:: FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. Town halls on the Costa 
del Sol continue to enjoy millions  of 
euros a year windfall from plusvalía 
tax charged when family members 
inherit a home, even if the heirs aren’t 
selling the property.  

The plusvalía is a tax that is based 
on an estimate of how much the land 
the property is built on has gone up 

since it last changed hands, and has 
been at the centre of fierce criticism 
as, until recently, councils based valua-
tions on outdated land values and 
charged it even when real property 
sales prices had gone down. 

While that particular way of ap-
plying the tax has been slapped down 
by a judge and councils are reluctantly 
falling into line, there remains an-
other controversy over the levying 
of the tax on the heirs of properties 
when they change hands on the Span-
ish land registry.  

A national law allows town halls 
to reduce the tax in the case of inheri-

tance by up to 95 per cent but each 
town hall is free to put its own terms 
on what it lowers it by. Typically coun-
cils will only reduce it if the family 
member getting the property has 
been living there with the deceased 
beforehand. 

For example, Estepona, Mijas, 
Benalmádena, Vélez Málaga and Nerja 
say that a beneficiary has to have been 
living with the deceased for the pre-
vious one to three years. In Marbella 
and Fuengirola, the tax is only re-
duced if it was the habitual residence 
of the deceased. The amounts add up. 
In Malaga city, of the 60 million euros 
collected through the tax in 2016, 19 
million came from inheritances. 

Now there may be a change com-
ing, as a top court has ruled that San-
tander city council is discriminating 
against a son who didn’t live with his 
deceased father. 

Council  ‘plusvalía’ death 
bonanza could end soon

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA The Parque Tech-
nológico de Andalucía (PTA), on 
the outskirts of Malaga, has 
grown to be of the main places 
in Spain attracting foreign tech-
nology companies and is “the 
leading destination for interna-
tional research and development 
investment in Andalucía”, ac-
cording to José Luis Ruiz Espejo, 
president of the technology park. 

The high-tech complex has 61 
foreign companies, making up 
around 10 per cent of the total. 
However in terms of number of 
people employed, the interna-
tional contingent makes up 
around a third of the park’s total, 
with 5,600 staff on their books. 

These overseas companies gen-
erate some 700 million euros in 
sales, which is 40 per cent of the 
park’s total. Firms include Ora-
cle, Ericsson, Accenture, IBM, Vo-
dafone and TDK. 

Some 5,600 
people work for 
foreign companies  
in Malaga’s PTA
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ges in Malaga province and elsewhe-
re in Andalucía, and it presses about 
three million kilos of olives a year.  

“We start in September, which 
is possibly earlier than any of the 
other mills, and we finish in Ja-
nuary. People just love to use oil at 
home which has been made from 
their own olives,” he says.  

The equipment can process the 
olives of eight different customers 
every 15 minutes. A factory of this 
type would normally have about 
five members of staff, but Molisur   
employs 25 people. The firm says 
this enables it to offer a more per-
sonal service. 

Because of the drought, people 
have been collecting their olives 
earlier than usual this year. “The 
first ones we are processing are the 
manzanilla variety, because they 

are not usually used for eating. 
People who grow them bring them 
here to make oil from them,” ex-
plains Adrián. 

“Some people prefer to press the 

olives while they are still green, to 
obtain oils with more polyphenols. 
That produces an oil which is qui-
te spicy and bitter, which is seen 
as something positive for a good 

extra virgin olive oil,” says Adrián. 
Most of the mills in Malaga pro-

vince have not yet begun pressing 
olives. Finca La Torre, which is the 
first to start, celebrated its first day 
of harvest on Wednesday this week. 
This mill, whose oil has won four 
consecutive ‘Alimentos de España’ 
(Foods of Spain) awards, welcomed 
authorities such as the head of the 
provincial government, Elías Ben-
dodo, and the mayors of Anteque-
ra and Coín, Manuel Barón and Fer-
nando Fernández, to mark the start 
of the new season.  

Molisur is currently carrying out 
a major modernisation project, 
which includes new premises, 
30,000 square metres in size, of 
which 6,000 will be taken up by 
the new mill. With this project, the 
company aims to increase its pro-
duction to half a million litres a 
year, thanks to a third production 

line, which will 
be used when ne-
eded.  

During the oli-
ve oil season the 
firm operates 24 
hours a day, seven 
days a week. 
When the custo-
mers’ oil has all 
been produced, it 
works on produ-
cing its own.  

The expansion 
project includes 
training classes 
for olive oil tas-
tings and sam-
pling, an informa-
tion centre about 

olives and a ‘world garden’ with 
more than 200 varieties of olive 
trees from different countries and 
some 100-year-old trees. This will 
be unique in the province, and is 
the result of the company’s 
commitment to olive oil tourism 
as a new line of business. 

Molisur was designated the best 
green fruity virgin extra olive oil 
of the 2016-2017 harvest by the Ma-
laga provincial government. The 
Italian firm Pieralisi, a world lea-
der in manufacturing olive oil 
equipment, also awarded the com-
pany a prize at the Expoliva exhi-
bition which took place earlier this 
year.

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE 

The Molisur company 
began pressing its 
customers’ olives last 
month in a process 
which only takes a 
couple of hours  

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ.  If you fancy 
producing your own olive oil, you 
don’t have to own a mill. You can 
just take your annual olive harvest, 
or part of it, to a factory for proces-
sing and then return home with 
your very own oil a few hours la-
ter. Actually, this is nothing new, 
but it is a tradition which appears 
to be coming back into fashion.  

The process is called ‘maquila’ in 
Spanish, and it consists of pressing 
the olives to produce the oil. In ex-
change for doing this, the factory 
will charge a sum which depends 
on how many kilos of olives it has 
pressed.  

Not all mills offer this service, 
but one of those in Malaga provin-
ce has turned it into an important 
part of its business: Aceites Moli-
sur, in Alhaurín el Grande. For 15 
years they have been making oil 
for anyone who requests it. The 
only condition this family firm im-
poses is that there must be at least 
550 kilos of olives.  

“That’s not just because we say 
so; it’s because that’s the minimum 
that the machinery we use can pro-
cess,” says the company’s commer-
cial director Adrián Tirado.  

This tradition received a major 
boost when the boom in construc-
tion came to an end, because for fi-
nancial reasons many families de-
cided to start harvesting their oli-
ves again, something they had gi-
ven up. In fact, more and more 
people are now expressing a desi-
re to produce oil from their own 
olives, but for their own consump-
tion, not to sell.  

“Some years when the olive har-
vest has been particularly good we 
have had 50 people on a waiting 
list and there have been queues 
waiting to get into the factory. At 
the moment, they are having to 
wait about a week and a half for an 
appointment. We try to adapt to 
what our clients want,” says Adrián. 

Ready in two hours 
The firm, which is investing 2.5 
million euros on new facilities, 
says customers also have the op-
tion of picking their olives and ha-
ving them turned into oil in sta-
ges, rather than all at once. 

“That is a service we also offer, 
but what is important is that in two 
hours they can take their oil home 
with them, and they have been able 
to watch the whole production pro-
cess,” explains Adrián.   

Molisur currently has 5,000 clients 
from 50 different towns and villa-

The return of an olive oil tradition

Using extra virgin olive oil produced from the fruit of your own trees is a privilege growing in popularity

Production in 
Andalucía could be 10 
per cent lower  

Food cooperatives in Andalucía 
are expecting the 2017-2018 oli-
ve harvest to be at least 10 per 
cent lower than that of the pre-
vious season, during which 
1,052,054 tonnes have been co-
llected in Andalucía and 

1,282,028 in the country as a 
whole.  

A study which was carried 
out in July shows that fewer 
olives are expected from Jaén, 
Granada and Seville next year, 
although the figures for Cordo-
ba should be similar to this year 
and Malaga will produce more.  

In Jaén, which is the princi-
pal producer, next season’s har-
vest could be 20 per cent lower 
than the 503,538 tonnes collec-

ted this year. Cordoba is expec-
ted to produce about 270,000 
tonnes again, and in Granada 
there could be 25 to 30 per cent 
less compared with the 108,557 
tonnes this year. In Seville, a re-
duction of only five per cent is 
expected compared with the 
96,295 tonnes this season. Fina-
lly, if the forecasts are correct, 
Malaga will harvest 30 per cent 
more olives than the 46,836 
tonnes picked this year. 

Different stages of the production process for 
extra virgin olive oil, which the growers will 
take home with them . :: PHOTOS: SALVADOR SALAS
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A date for the case for 
the Malaya fugitive’s 
extradition to Spain to 
be heard will be set in 
two weeks  

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA. The Argentinian 
court hearing the case against for-
mer Marbella councillor Carlos 
Fernández, who has been on the 
run from the Spanish authorities 
since 2006, formally received a re-
quest for extradition from the  
Spanish government this week. 

The request, which was submit-
ted both by fax and email just be-
fore the 40-day period after which 
he would have been released ex-
pired, means that Fernández will 
remain at the San Juan provincial 
prison where he has been since his 
arrest on 15 September. 

Both sides now have two weeks 

to put together their case, with a 
date for the hearing to be set then. 

Fernández is wanted by both the 
National High Court and the local 

court in Marbella for a series of of-
fenses, including embezzlement and 
accepting bribes as part of the Saqueo 
2 and Malaya corruption trials.

A secondary school 
between Río Real and 
the Hospital Costa del 
Sol will help ease 
demand elsewhere in 
the town  

:: N. CASTRO / H. BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA. Marbella town hall 
is set to offer up a plot of land in 
the Las Chapas area of the town 
to the Junta de Andalucía for the 
creation of a new school, as con-
firmed on Tuesday by the Educa-
tion councillor, Carmen Díaz. 

The council will offer up a plot 
of almost 12,000 metres, located 
between Río Real and the Hospi-
tal Costa del Sol. The regional gov-
ernment will therefore be able to 
include this in its 2018 budget. 

The new secondary school 
would immediately serve pupils 

from Trapiche Norte, which has 
two primary schools - Colegio 
Mario Vargas Llosa and Colegio 
Xarblanca - neither of which have 
corresponding secondary schools, 
thus making a new facility “es-
sential”, according to the town 
council.

Carlos Fernández remains in prison 
as extradition request is filed

The plot is located to the east 
of Marbella. :: JOSELE-LANZA

The screen, erected on 
Avenida Julio Iglesias, is 
forcing residents to “live 
with the shutters down 
and curtains drawn”  

:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA. The case against a 
fragrance shop at the heart of 
Puerto Banús has been given per-
mission to proceed by a court in 
Marbella after complaints about 
the visual impact of a large screen 
installed on its façade. 

Ever since it was installed in 
July, residents have complained 
about strength of the light and the 
changing colours and tones. They 
say that the screen has forced them 
to “live with shutters down and 
curtains drawn”. 

The criminal complaint states 
that the “super gigantic” screen 

with “neon and LED lights” stops 
residents sleeping and ruins the 
appearance of the port area. 

Lawyer Dumet Grayeb, who is 
representing the community of 
owners, explained that this was 

“the first time a court had inter-
vened in a case of visual pollution 
in Marbella”.  However, while the 
wait for a judicial solution contin-
ues, Marbella town hall has admin-
istrative proceedings open. When 
asked by SUR, the councillor for 
public highways, José Eduardo Díaz 
(PP), confirmed that the business 
doesn’t have a licence in place for 
the screen and that “the processes 
for its removal” were under way. 

For his part, the owner of the fra-
grance shop, Muthana Alotaibi, said 
that he didn’t understand the fuss 
caused by the screen: “I’m not caus-
ing any damage to the neighbours.” 

He said that he had applied for 
the appropriate licence but that he 
decided to turn it on in the sum-
mer “to brighten up the street” in 
a similar way that Christmas lights 
were permitted. He also said that 
he wouldn’t turn it off unless told 
to do so by a court.    

Legal proceedings given go-ahead against 
fragrance shop which installed giant screen

The shop is located on a main street through Puerto Banús. :: J-L

Marbella town hall to 
offer up land for a new 
school in Las Chapas

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. The video surveil-
lance commission of the Supe-
rior Court of Justice of Andalucía 
(TSJA) has ruled that the instal-
lation of CCTV cameras, 57 of 
which are in Puerto Banús, pro-
posed by Marbella town hall are 
excessive. 

According to town hall sources, 
15 locations proposed have been 
rejected out of the total 76. 

Cameras in areas around 
Muelle De Ribera, Plaza Antonio 
Banderas, Avenida Julio Iglesias 
and the port have been approved 
as they meet suitability require-
ments. However, in both Puerto 
Banús and the Puerto Deportivo 
marina, neither the recorded 
crime rates nor the cameras’ po-
tential impact on privacy justify 
the installation of so many cam-
eras, according to the TSJA.

Top regional court 
rules that request 
for CCTV cameras 
in Puerto Banús is 
excessive

Fernández, after his arrest. :: SUR
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The provincial delegate 
for the Economy says 
that putting the area out 
to tender for mining 
activity is just part of the 
bureaucratic process  

:: CHARO  MÁRQUEZ 

CASARES. The provincial dele-
gate for the economy from the 
Junta de Andalucía has reassured 
Casares town hall that putting the 
Sierra de la Utrera out to tender for 
mining activity is a necessary step 
in order to proceed with the area’s 
petition for protected status. 

Mariano Ruiz Arujo said, accord-
ing to town hall sources, that he 
expected no company to come for-
ward with a proposal, and that if 
one did, it would be rejected by the 
Cultural department because of 
the ongoing process to have the 
area declared  an Asset of Cultural 

Interest (BIC).  
Despite these reassurances, 

Casares mayor, José Carrasco, was 
skeptical and said that the town 
hall would remain “vigilant”. 

The Sierra de la Utrera is very simi-

lar to El Torcal in Antequera, with 
its landscape shaped by the move-
ment of water, offering undoubted 
scenic value. What’s more, there are 
a number of significant archaeologi-
cal finds located in the area.

Junta assures that mining will not 
go ahead in the Sierra de la Utrera

Sierra de la Utrera is home to a number of archaeological sites. :: SUR

Despite the fall in jobless 
numbers in the town, 
unemployment levels 
are still far from pre-
crisis levels 

:: C. MÁRQUEZ 

MANILVA. Manilva can now 
boast the title of the municipal-
ity with the lowest rate of unem-
ployment on the Costa del Sol, 
with 16.02% of the population 
out of work. 

It was the town with a popu-
lation of between 10,000 and 
40,000 people with the lowest 
number of jobless people  in the 
province in September: 1,076. 

It was followed by Alhaurín de 
la Torre which had 18.79%, accord-
ing to data on the economic por-
tal, Datosmacro.com.  

In the second category, of 
towns with more than 40,000 in-
habitants, Marbella was the 
leader. Its unemployment rate, 
however, is higher than Manilva’s 
(16.04%). 

The mayor of Manilva, Mario 
Jiménez, believes, though, that 
although the results are an im-
provement on last year, “we can-
not be satisfied until everyone 
has a job”. 

He explains: “When we look 
at before the start of the economic 
crisis, we can see that this is not 
a significant drop.” 

In 2007, the town had an un-
employment rate of 11.99% (589 
people), which then rose to 
18.88% (1,113 people) by 2008. 

The mayor has attributed the fall 
this year to a number of programmes 
his local government team has car-
ried out including training courses.

Manilva has the lowest 
unemployment rate on 
the Costa del Sol

:: C. MÁRQUEZ 

MANILVA. The Junta de Anda-
lucía has announced that repair 
works to the A-377 road be-
tween Manilva and Gaucín have 
entered into their final phase. 

The announcement has stated 
that the works, which will be 
finished by mid-November, will 
contribute to the improvement 
of movement between the Ge-
nal valley and the Costa del Sol. 

The public works delegate in 
Malaga, Francisco Fernández, 
has underlined the value of 
these works, both in the sense 
that it will serve some 25,000 
people who live in the Genal 
valley, Manilva and Casares, but 
also that it “opens the door to 
tourism, allowing many thou-
sands more to discover one of 
the most attractive landscapes 
in the south of the peninsula”. 

Repair work to the 
Manilva-Gaucín 
road set to be 
complete by mid-
November

Estepona has now added another stretch to the ambitious ‘Senda 
Litoral’ coastal pathway project to connect the entirety of the Costa 
del Sol. A new path, more than three kilometres in length, was 
opened by provincial chief Elías Bendodo on Sunday, alongside Este-
pona mayor, José María García Urbano. The new section connects El 
Ángel with the town’s marina.

:: SUR

NEW STRETCH OF COASTAL PATH OPENED

Properties have been 
raided and drugs seized 
in Estepona, Manilva, 
Casares and Mijas 

:: EUROPA PRESS 

ESTEPONA. The Guardia Civil 
have arrested 23 people and seized 
more than 120 kilogrammes of mari-
juana in an operation which has lo-
cated farms of the substance in 13 
locations,  spanning the western 
Costa del Sol, in towns such as Mi-
jas, Estepona, Manilva and Casares. 

In Estepona, officers have dis-
mantled six of such farms, located 
in various rural and isolated loca-
tions, arresting seven people and 
seizing 200 plants and 25 kilo-
grammes of the drug. 

The Guardia Civil were also able 
to bring down an organised crime 
ring in Manilva which operated 
out of a villa where the drug was 
cultivated. There they arrested 

two people, both foreign nation-
als, seized 14 kilogrammes of the 
drug, 80 plants, 80 grammes of 
hashish, stills to prepare cannabis 
oil, 40 syringes of the oil, as well 
as a number of products created 
from the plant, including creams 
and pills. 

Also in Manilva, police stopped 
a vehicle whose owner had been 
driving erratically. Inspecting the 
vehicle they found two sacks of 
marijuana in the boot, weighing 
15.2 kilogrammes, leading to the 
driver’s arrest. 

In  Casares, officers searched 
two properties, uncovering two 
indoor plantations, seizing 25 kilo-
grammes of drugs and 600 plants. 
Three arrests were made here. 

A further four indoor farms 
were dismantled in Mijas, uncov-
ered in various homes in high-end 
‘urbanisations’. A total of 14 peo-
ple of varying nationalities were   
arrested.

23 arrested in connection 
with 13 marijuana farms 
uncovered on the Costa
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Rubbish reminder as fly-
tipping incidents soar 

ALMUÑÉCAR 
:: J. R. Almuñécar town hall has is-
sued a reminder to residents that a 
free collection service for unwanted 
household furniture is available by 
calling the council before collection 
day. The call comes following an in-
creasing number of such items be-
ing found dumped illegally around 
Almuñécar and La Herradura.  

The Almuñécar number to call is 
958 838 600 and for La Herradura it 
is 958 640 425 between 9am and 2pm 
Mondays to Fridays. The Almuñécar 
collection is on Friday mornings and 
items may be left on the road, with 
prior arrangement, on Thursday eve-
nings, while the collection takes place 
on Tuesday mornings in La Herradura. 
Items may be left outside on Mon-
day evenings, again with prior ar-
rangement. The objective of the re-
minder is to reduce the problem of 
fly-tipping in the area.

HERE AND THERE

Illegally dumped household items in Almuñécar. :: SUR

Waste water station 
ready for testing in 2018 

NERJA 
:: E. C. Malaga’s MP, Miguel Briones, 
confirmed on Wednesday that Spain’s 
environment ministry has commit-
ted to the Nerja waste water station 
being ready for testing in 2018. Brio-
nes said that an agreement had been 
reached with the Unión Temporal de 
Empresas, which is overseeing the 
work being done by Isolux-Corsán-
Corviam, to finish the outstanding 
work over the next few months. 

The drivers and 
passengers of the VW 
Golf and BMW Series 
Seven vehicles are 
thought to be connected 
with drugs and / or theft 

:: E. CABEZAS / A. FRÍAS 

TORROX PUEBLO. Police in Tor-
rox Pueblo opened fire on two ve-
hicles suspected of being involved 
in drugs and/or theft on Monday 
night. 

The quiet Axarquía town wit-
nessed a police car-chase and the 
shootings last Monday when local 
police on patrol noticed three cars 
performing “suspicious and evasive 
maneuvers,” according to sources 
close to the investigation. 

High-end cars 
The three vehicles, one Volkswagen 
Golf and two BMW Sevens series, 
attempted to evade being pulled 
over, leading to a police chase on 
the outskirts of the town, accord-
ing to the sources. 

One of the cars, which was car-
rying two men of Spanish nation-
ality, one with an address in Alge-
ciras and the other with an address 

in Ceuta, got away and drove to-
wards Marbella on the A-7 motor-
way, where they were intercepted 
several hours later by local police. 
The men were identified by officers 
in Marbella and were arrested on 
suspicion of disobeying police or-
ders.  

The other two cars, each of which 
is believed to have been carrying 
four people of unspecified foreign 
nationalities, continued for a fur-
ther three kilometres towards the 
town centre. 

Despite reaching a dead end road 
next to the cemetery, the cars were 
able to turn round before the po-
lice caught up with them and con-
tinued their getaway.  At that point 
officers on foot opened fire as the 
cars accelerated towards them, be-
lieving that they were going to be 
hit.   

However, despite firing at the 
cars’ wheels around eight times, 
they failed to puncture the tyres. 
“They didn’t manage to damage the 
tyres due to the fact that the cars 
were  top-end with very resistant 
tyres,” said the sources. 

The two cars got away and police 
as well as Guardia Civil along the 
coast were alerted immediately to 
the situation. The authorities are 
still looking for the two cars along 
with their drivers and passengers.

Police officers open fire on cars 
following chase round town centre  

:: EUROPA PRESS 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. 
Rincón de la Victoria town hall 
announced on Wednesday that it 
is carrying out a project to attempt 
to control the number of tiger 
mosquitoes which have plagued 
not just Rincón de la Victoria, but 
large parts of Malaga province this 
year. 

Councillor Sergio Díaz ex-
plained that areas where high 
numbers of the mosquito have 
been found are being dealt with 
using a “biological treatment” 
which he assured was “not harm-
ful” to humans or animals. 

The town hall, which is work-
ing in conjunction with the com-
pany Andalucía Tratamiento de 
Higiene, said it is currently focuss-
ing on areas such as drainage sys-
tems, which attract the insects. 

Rincón de la Victoria Mayor, 
Francisco Salado, said that the end 
goal was to “limit or regulate the 
existence of this species.” He 
added that the town hall is also 
collaborating with the University 
of Murcia and that a number of 
traps have been installed in the 
town’s gardens since June.

Town Hall working 
with Murcia 
university to 
control tiger 
mosquito numbers

The car that was found. :: SUR

Canillas de Aceituno has re-
cently installed a charging 
point for electric cars. It is one 
of just two towns in the Axar-
quía to offer such a service, 
with the other being Vélez-
Málaga. The new charging 
point is on Plaza de la Constitu-
ción, next to the town hall.

ELECTRIC CAR 
POINT FOR 
AXARQUÍA TOWN

:: E. CABEZAS
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:: RACHEL HAYNES 

MIJAS. British expat organisations 
on the Costa del Sol have welcomed 
news of a new website designed to 
offer support to older and vulner-
able members of the community. 

Support in Spain is an online guide 
aimed at British residents over the 
age of 50 as well as other foreign resi-
dents who may need extra help  or 
advice. 

The tool is the result of research 
carried out by Dr Kelly Hall, a lec-
turer in Social Policy at the Univer-
sity of Birmingham and specialist in 
international retirement migration, 
who was in Mijas on Tuesday for the 
launch of the project hosted by the 
local Foreign Residents Department. 

Representatives of non-profit 
groups on the Costa del Sol, many 
of which bring together older mem-
bers of the community, attended the 
event, among them Age Care, Age 
Concern, the Royal British Legion, 
Cudeca and U3A. 

After a welcome by the Mijas For-
eign Residents councillor, Roy Pé-
rez, the British consul for Andalucía 
and the Canary Islands, Charmaine 
Arbouin, explained that the ageing 
expat population posed new prob-
lems for people in Spain to deal with, 
especially the need for care.  

Accompanied by the two vice-con-
suls, Rosslyn Crotty and Dominic 
Jackson, as well as consular officers, 
Arbouin explained that they had ap-
proached Dr Hall in order to estab-
lish exactly what the issues faced by 
older  and more vulnerable residents 
are and how to advise them. 

“We are going to launch a new 
project that hopefully will make a 
difference to people’s lives,” said the 
consul. 

Funding obtained through the 

University of Birmingham helped 
get the project under way, with the 
aim of solving what Dr Hall had iden-
tified as one of the main problems 
experienced by older expats in Spain.  

“People don’t know who to turn 
to when in need of support,” said 
the researcher, adding that the Sup-
port in Spain website, which went 
live on Tuesday, would answer ques-
tions about what help and benefits 
are available either from the Span-
ish authorities or through other or-
ganisations. 

The website itself has been cre-
ated by marketing consultant Neil 
Hesketh of Spanish Approach, who 
showed guests how to navigate the 
site which he described as “simple” 
and “informative”. 

He stressed that the website was 
not just aimed at older people need-
ing help, who may not have access 
to internet in many cases, but also 
at their relatives, friends, neighbours 
or even GPs and social workers.  

All the information has been 
translated into Spanish so that lo-
cal people can also find out about 
what benefits foreign residents are 
entitled to, and what help and sup-
port is provided by non-profit or-
ganisations. 

Hesketh pointed out that the site 
was a fluid, dynamic resource that 

could be updated at any time. He ex-
plained that links to the websites of 
other organisations were active and 

that the information could be eas-
ily printed out and consulted on a 
mobile phone.

Costa organisations welcome             
new expat support website

Representatives of Costa organiastions at the launch. :: R. H.

 Website.                             
www.supportinspain.info 

 Languages.                                     
English and Spanish 

 Sections.   Helpful topics, includ-
ing on healthcare and benefits, 
plus a directory of organisations 

SUPPORT IN SPAIN

The new Support in Spain 
project developed by the 
University of Birmingham 
and the British consulate 
was launched in Mijas on 
Tuesday

The new mum didn’t 
realise that she was 
pregnant and made five 
trips seeking help ahead 
of the surprise arrivals  

:: JUAN CANO 

MALAGA. The stomach and back 
pains were becoming “unbearable”. 
Carolina, who suffers from obesity, 
went to her doctors in June to see 
what was wrong.  

According to Gonzalo, her hus-
band, the medical advice was that 
she had to slim down. Four more 
visits to doctors followed, of which 
three were to the hospital emer-
gency department. 

On the last visit to hospital it was 
discovered that she was not just 
pregnant with twins but that she 
was in labour as well. The family has 
now made a negligence complaint. 

The two twin girls have been born 
in apparently perfect health, al-
though the mother went into inten-
sive care immediately following se-
rious complications during the birth. 

Each successive medical visit 
failed to show she was pregnant, 
and, on the third visit, Carolina, who 
is 38, also mentioned that she had 

not had her period for four months. 
The diagnosis was the same - lower 
back pain. 

Early in the morning on 6 Octo-
ber the pain was too much and Caro-
lina and family went to Casualty 
again for the last time. This time the 
pregnancy was spotted and the girls, 
weighing 2.4 kilos and 2.2 kilos re-
spectively, were born a minute apart 

just before 8.30am. 
A lawyer is now advising the 

family. Medical sources said that 
the woman did not at any time say 
she suspected she may be pregnant 
and that ongoing treatment with 
anti-depression drugs may have re-
laxed the unborn children and pre-
vented their heart rate from being 
detected.      

Woman gives birth to twin girls after  
doctors said she only had back pain 

Gonzalo holds his two daughters in his arms. :: SUR

British consul Charmaine Arbouin (r) with others involved. :: R. H.
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Demonstrations were 
held in Pizarra and 
Alhaurín el Grande at the 
weekend to support the 
parents of the three-
year-old who was found 
dead by the railway line  

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

PIZARRA. Hundreds of people 
joined demonstrations in Pizarra 
last Friday and Alhaurín el Grande 

last  Saturday to show their support 
for the parents of a toddler who was 
found dead by the railway line be-
tween Pizarra y Álora three months 
ago. 

Lucía, who had turned three just 
days before the events of 26 July 
when she disappeared from the bar 
near Pizarra station where her fam-
ily were having dinner. Her body 
was found early the next morning 
more than four kilometres away 
next to the railway line between Pi-
zarra and Álora. She had been hit by 

a train and had died from a blow to 
the head. 

Lucía’s parents, Almudena Hi-

dalgo and Antonio Vivar, said in an 
interview with SUR at the end off 
last week that they would fight for 

“justice” and to find out the “truth” 
about what happened that night. 
They believe it impossible for the 
toddler to have walked that distance 
alongside the railway line by her-
self in the dark. 

In Pizarra on Friday, Lucía’s un-
cle Francisco Vivar, acting as spokes-
person for the family, thanked the 
more than a thousand people who 
joined the demonstration for their 
support. The family also spoke of 
their gratitude for the town halls of 
the areas involved.  

The crowds walked to the railway 
line where Lucía’s parents released 
two balloons. It was clear that no 
one there believed that the death 
was an accident. 

More supporters turned out in 
their white T-shirts showing a black 
hand, a symbol that has come to 
represent the family’s struggle to 
find the truth about what happened 
to Lucía, on Saturday in Alhaurín 
el Grande, where the family live.

Hundreds call for 
“justice” in the case 
of little Lucía

The black hand has become the symbol of the family’s struggle. :: F.T.

The insect tunnels inside 
the trees and has already 
killed several palms in the 
gardens of the hospital  

:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

TORREMOLINOS. The red palm 
weevil is capable of tunnelling for 
over a metre into the trunks of 
palm trees. The leaves of affected 
trees then turn yellow and dry up, 
the effects of the palm weevil can 
be deadly to the trees. The Torre-
molinos Hospital Marítimo has 
several gardens whose trees have 
been destroyed by this insect, and 
many of the palm trees have had 
to be cut down. 

The ecologist group Torrenatura 
is outraged by the situation and 
has accused the town hall and the 
Junta de Andalucía of being “inef-
fective” in solving this problem, 
which has already killed ten palm 
trees, only four of which have been 
cut down. 

According to the group, the 
authorities have not followed nec-
essary measures. As soon as the 
palm weevil strikes, pesticides 
should be applied to the tree and, 
if it is unable to be saved, the tree 
should be destroyed. Other palms 

in the area also need to be cut down 
immediately to avoid plague as, 
once its food source is taken away, 
the pest will quickly bury into a 
new trunk. The palm weevil will 
not bite people or animals. 

The palm weevil is not the only 
problem that the hospital suffers 
as the building has visible deficien-

cies, such as cracking walls, uneven 
floors, rusty furniture, fallen 
shelves, and damp in operating 
rooms. These problems are diffi-
cult to salvage as the hospital is old 
and lacks funds. The government 
has promised a Centro de Alta Re-
solución de Especialidades (CARE) 
but this is yet to materialise.

Palm weevil ravages trees at the 
Hospital Marítimo in Torremolinos

HERE AND THERE

Prospective contract 
offered for new market  

TORREMOLINOS 
::  TONY BRYANT. Torremolinos 
town hall has put out to tender 
the contract for the construction 
of the town’s future gourmet mar-
ket, which is to be situated in the 
Plaza de Independencia. 

 Prospective companies have 
until October 31 to submit their 
bids for the project to refurbish 
the building, which currently 
houses the municipal tax collec-
tion offices.  

The new market, consisting of 
22 booths, will carry the Sabor a 
Malaga seal, an enterprise that 
promotes locally grown agricul-
tural products.

Mijas promotes cleaner 
and tidier  streets 

MIJAS 
:: IVÁN GELIBTER. Mijas town hall 
has launched a campaign to make 
the town cleaner. The mayor, Juan 
Carlos Maldonado presented three 
campaigns last weekend, all dedi-
cated to encouraging people to 
keep the streets clean. Maldonado 
wants to remind citizens of their 
role in keeping Mijas clean and 

tidy. The campaign slogan is ‘Mi-
jas más limpia. No ensucies la 
calle’ (Cleaner Mijas. Don’t dirty 
the streets). The town hall has 
collaborated with the brand ‘Mr. 
Wonderful’ to design posters. 
Councillor Martín explained how 
the bright and colourful posters 
and campaign slogan are “trying 
to reach everyone, especially 
young people. If we succeed in 
reaching them from a young age, 
then they will be environmen-
tally responsible adults”. 

Location of the new ‘Sabor a Malaga’ agricultural market. :: TB

The palm weevil can have fatal effects on palm trees. :: A.G.
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In the second quarter of 
this year, 2,084 cases of 
domestic violence were 
reported to courts in 
Malaga province   

:: ÁLVARO FRÍAS 

MALAGA. In the second quarter of 
this year 2,084 reports of domestic 
violence were presented to courts in 
Malaga province, which was an in-
crease of 31.6 per cent compared with 
the same period last year.  

The figures were released earlier 
this week by the General Judicial 
Committee’s Observatory against 
Domestic and Gender Violence, in a 
report which also showed that 2,079 
of the reported victims of domestic 
violence during that time were wo-
men. That was an increase of 57 per 
cent; in the second quarter of 2016 
there were 1,321 female victims. 

“These figures are shocking,” said 
the public prosecutor for domestic 
violence in Andalucía, Flor de Torres, 
who attributes the rise in the num-
ber of reports to greater awareness 
and more determination not to tole-
rate chauvinist behaviour.  

“We have to bear in mind that in 
cases of domestic violence we are not 
dealing with absolute figures, becau-
se there are many cases which go un-
reported. These figures just make the 
problem more visible,” she said.  

She also pointed out that since the 
latest reforms, cases where perpetra-
tors fail to comply with orders to keep 
away from their victims or other mea-
sures are now being heard by the 
courts which specialise in cases of 
violence against women instead of 
the criminal courts, and this is lea-
ding to a backlog of cases. In the se-
cond quarter of this year, there were 
413 cases of this type. 

Flor de Torres also said the system 
is failing when it comes to rehabili-

tating offenders: “Most of them re-
offend because they don’t unders-
tand that what they have done is 
wrong,” she insisted.  

The president of the observatory, 
Ángeles Carmona, said it was shame 
that “once again, the figures show 
that so few relatives of victims are 
reporting cases”.  For example, bet-
ween April and June not one family 
member reported a case of domestic 
violence to the courts. “It is only by 
raising awareness in society that we 
can win the battle against domestic 
terror,” she stressed. 

The report shows that fewer peop-
le were sentenced for domestic vio-
lence by the Courts for Violence 
against Women. The figure dropped 

from 63.6 per cent of cases in the se-
cond quarter of last year to 62.3 this 
year. One reason that some perpetra-
tors are not given sentences is that 
their victims refuse to testify. Flora 
de Torres explained that they are le-
gally entitled to do so under Article 
416 of the Criminal Prosecution Law.  

Exempt from testifying 
The report shows that in the second 
quarter of last year 344 victims op-
ted not to testify, in cases of domes-
tic violence, while this year the figu-
re was 233.  

Ángeles Carmona said that al-
though this is a more positive figure, 
there is still a need for more resour-
ces to be made available to assist wo-

men who have been badly treated, 
“so that nobody feels alone and 
without support in the difficult pro-
cess of reporting a case like this”.   

“I want to pay tribute to the cou-
rage and the strength of women who 
report it and see the judicial process 
through,” she said.  

The figures also show that the 
number of requests for protection 
rose by 13.5 per cent between April 
and June this year, from 385 to 437.  

The most recent fatal case of do-
mestic violence in Andalucía was in 
Cuevas de Almanzora in Almeria on 
Sunday, when a 38-year-old man, ori-
ginally from Bolivia, killed his wife, 
also 38 and from Paraguay, before 
committing suicide.

Reports of domestic violence increased in 
Malaga province by 31% from April to June 

Staff at Malaga City Hall protesting about the most recent case of domestic violence . :: SUR

2,079 
people reported that they were 
victims of domestic violence be-
tween the start of April and end 
of June this year.  

1,838 
cases were admitted by the 
courts in Malaga during the 
same period. 

THE FIGURES

:: I.GELIBTER 

MALAGA There was a third 
meeting in La Cala de Mijas this 
week of the Viogenex working 
group to prevent domestic vio-
lence among foreign residents, 
attended by local councillors and 
representatives of Cruz Roja, the 
Lions Club, the Local and National 
police forces and the Guardia Civil. 
As 40 per cent of the Mijas popu-
lation is foreign, the local author-
ity has set up this pioneering plan 
to ensure that they know how to 
report cases of domestic violence 
and reassure them that the 
authorities are there to help them. 
At this meeting, it was agreed that 
informative talks will be organ-
ised at local hotels.

Mijas group set up 
to help foreign 
victims of 
domestic violence 
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Date set for next year’s 
Song Festival 

GIBRALTAR 
::  D.B. The Gibraltar International 
Song Festival 2018 will be held on 
Saturday 2 June and the closing date 
for entries is 12 January. The organ-
isers say that although they have only 
just ‘opened for business’ they have 
already received some great songs 
which so far have been sent from the 
UK, Spain, Chile and Argentina. 

 This year’s event was a huge suc-
cess, with hundreds of submissions 
from 22 countries, and the show 
was livestreamed to Europe, Latin 
America and via YouTube. 

The festival is a window of op-
portunity for local and interna-
tional talent and not only helps to 
promote tourism to Gibraltar but 
also reinforces its reputation on 
the world music stage. 

Further information can be ob-
tained from www.gibraltarsong-
festival.com

The government also 
plans to introduce 
legislation to ban the 
importation of products 
containing microbeads in 
the near future  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The Gibraltar govern-
ment has joined forces with several 
organisations and the local business 
community in a major initiative to 
reduce the use of plastic. 

The Department of the Environ-
ment will be working closely with  
the Gibraltar Ornithological & 
Natural History Society (GONHS) 
and the Nautilus Project and En-
vironmental Safety Group (ESG)on 
the project, and numerous local 
businesses have now stopped of-
fering plastic bags to their custom-
ers altogether, while Morrisons, 
Eroski and M&S have all agreed to 

substantially reduce the use of plas-
tic bags in general and to do away 
with all single-use plastic bags. 

The government had already 
taken steps to reduce the use of 

plastic bags earlier this year by in-
creasing the charge on them to 10p, 
and it says it will continue to do 
so. John Cortes, the Minister for 
the Environment and Climate 

Change, says the Gibraltar govern-
ment will also soon be introduc-
ing legislation to ban the impor-
tation of products which contain 
microbeads. 

At the press conference, he said 
“I am incredibly excited in seeing 
how the government, business and 
NGOs have all recognised the im-
portance of preventing plastic from 
getting into the environment and 
how we can all work together. This 
is something that is very real and 
relevant to Gibraltar given that we 
are virtually surrounded by sea 
that is rich in wildlife. This means 
that each and every plastic bag that 
gets into the sea could directly af-
fect the wildlife around us. Our ac-
tions can and will make a differ-
ence, and I call on all businesses 
to join this movement and get rid 
of plastic.”  

Plastic has become one of the 
world’s greatest dangers to the en-
vironment in general and wildlife 
in particular. Plastic bags were first 
introduced in the 1970s, and now 
between 500 billion and one tril-
lion are used worldwide every year. 
Experts estimate that up to one 
million birds and 100,000 marine 
fauna are killed every year because 
of plastic debris.

Major campaign to reduce the       
use of plastic in Gibraltar

Many shops have already stopped offering plastic bags. :: SUR

IN BRIEF

Two arrested after           
high-speed chase 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. Two Gibraltar residents were 
arrested on Wednesday after a high-
speed chase at sea by HM Customs 
and the RGP’s marine squad. The in-
cident occurred around midday, 
when their Spanish-registered semi-
rigid inflatable vessel - which was 
also seized by the authorities - was 
spotted on the east side of the Rock. 
The two men were detained for op-
erating and importing a prohibited 
item. They were both released on 
police bail. 

Queues to cross border 
again this week 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. There were lengthy queues 
for drivers crossing the border from 
Gibraltar to Spain on Tuesday and 
Wednesday afternoons, as Spanish 
frontier guards appeared to be care-
fully checking cars. The six traffic 
lanes approaching the border quickly 
became full and there were tailbacks 
into the town at times. Although 
the delays did not reach the levels 
of 2013, when drivers had to queue 
for several hours, many people were 
held up for over 45 minutes.

Some of the winners of the 2017 festival. :: SUR

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The World Trade 
Center in Gibraltar opened in Feb-
ruary this year and the organisa-
tion commissioned the independ-
ent international economic con-
sultancy Naime Ltd to study its 
impact on the local economy. That 
report was presented to the World 
Trade Centers Association in New 
York recently, and the results were 
extremely positive.  

According to the Naime report, 
WTC Gibraltar contributes 
£65,000,000 to the economy 
when tax revenue, local spend-
ing multipliers and displacement 
ratios are taken into account. Up 
to 40 per cent of occupiers of the 
WTC are new to Gibraltar, which 
is higher than expected, and this 
is seen as a sign of sound confi-
dence in Gibraltar despite the un-
certainties of Brexit.

World Trade 
Center has already 
had a major 
impact on the 
Gibraltar economy
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After a split among 
separatist leaders and 
their advisers, Carles 
Puigdemont ruled out 
calling regional elections 
to ward off PM’s use of 
Article 155  

:: SUR 

BARCELONA. People in Catalo-
nia were living through possibly the 
tensest moment since the independ-
ence crisis began on Thursday after-
noon, as the Catalan regional par-
liament debated whether making a 
rapid unilateral declaration of inde-
pendence was an option ahead of 
Madrid intervening in the region.  

Earlier in the day, in an atmos-
phere of constant change and un-
certainty, it had appeared that re-
gional president, Carles Puigdemont, 
was willing to call regional parlia-
mentary elections.  

Arranging an election had been 
seen as a way of stopping prime min-
ister Mariano Rajoy imposing ele-
ments of direct control on Catalo-
nia in the coming days, as the insti-
tutional crisis in Spain around sepa-
ratist plans to create an independ-
ence republic in the region deepened 
by the hour. 

The national Senate has this week 
been preparing to debate the appli-
cation of Article 155 of the Consti-
tution that allows intervention in 
an autonomous regional govern-
ment in emergencies. 

However, after delaying a lun-
chtime official statement, when he 
was expected to call for an election, 
and holding last minute talks with 
his deputy, Oriol Junqueras, Puig-
demont finally appeared and spoke 
at 5pm before heading off to the 
parliamentary debate. 

In his address the president said 
that he was leaving it for the regional 
parliament to decide how to respond 
to Article 155. “My duty is to exhaust 
every route to find an agreed solu-
tion through dialogue,” he began. 

“I have tried to secure the guar-
antees to hold these elections but 
we haven’t been able to get a respon-
sible answer from the PP party [rul-
ing in Madrid] that has in fact added 
to the tension.” 

He continued: “ There is no guar-
antee to justify calling regional elec-
tions. I don’t accept the Article 155 
measures as they are unjust.” 

Earlier in the day it was rumoured 
that members of the Socialist PSOE 
party, who support the limited use 
of Article 155 to rein in the Catalan 
government, had been acting as bro-
kers between Barcelona and Madrid 
as a last ditch effort to secure a re-
gional vote rather than be forced to 
apply an element of direct rule. 

Splits deepen in separatists 
There had also been a long, late night 
meeting of the pro-independence 
Catalan leaders and advisers in the 
regional president’s offices on 
Wednesday, with resignations and 
evidence of splits emerging between 
ministers and advisers. 

More moderate elements were 
favouring elections, with the more 

radical side calling for  Puigdemont 
to carry through on his electoral 
promise to take Catalonia to inde-
pendence before it was too late and 
the Madrid government intervened 
with Article 155.  

In the end, on Thursday, Puigde-
mont opted to let the regional par-
liament decide. Here the separatist 
parties hold a majority, but, at time 
of going to press, as the debate con-
tinued, it wasn’t clear how MPs 
would decide to respond. 

A vote for unilateral independ-
ence would plunge Spain into un-
charted waters and speed up the in-
tervention by central government 
in the region’s affairs.   

Article 155 at the ready 
Last Saturday ministers in Madrid 
decided, as planned, to table a plan 
to temporarily take back some de-
volved powers from Catalonia. The 

use of these powers under Article 
155 was being debated by the Sen-
ate on Thursday with a vote ex-
pected on Friday on its                 
implementation.  

All main national political par-
ties  except left-wing Podemos back 
the move, although there was de-
bate over the extent of the inter-
vention. The government’s plan is 
to substitute Carles Puigdemont 
with a Catalan technocrat and call 
regional elections early next year 
after a “cooling off” period.  

The climate of uncertainty contin-
ues to dominate all aspects of life in 
Catalonia. Pro-independence students 
from Barcelona university marched 
on the president’s offices at lunchtime 
to demand he see through his inde-
pendence plans. 

Some 2,000 companies are believed 
to have now moved their registered 
offices out of the region.

Catalan parliament discusses independence 
declaration as possible response to Madrid 

:: SUR 

MADRID. Spain now has 19 mil-
lion people in work, more than 
before the 2009 global financial 
crisis, data published on Thurs-
day shows.  

According to the figures re-
leased in the government’s quar-
terly active-population survey 
(EPA), seen as more reliable than 
monthly social security data, be-
tween July and September this 
year, net unemployment fell by 
182,600 to 3,731,700.  

The national unemployment 
rate is now 16.38 per cent, the 
lowest percentage since the end 
of  2008. 

During the third quarter of 
this year, 235,900 new jobs were 
created, (up 1.2 per cent), which 
means that the number of peo-
ple in Spain in work at the end 
of September was 19,049,200.  

The sectors of the population 
who have benefitted most from 
the increase are those that suf-
fered the most over the last few 
years. There were 137,900 more 
jobs for young people and 39,800 
more of those over 55 found 
work. 

Service sector out front  
The biggest increase by far came 
in the service sector (236,400 
more in work). Construction 
jobs increased by 21,000, but 
jobs in agriculture were down 
55,000. 

There was good news as well 
over the level of full-time con-
tracts. These increased by  
380,200 people from July to Sep-
tember while the number of 
part-time contracts dropped  by 
144,300.  

Numbers rise in Andalucía 
There was less good news in the 
data for Andalucía , where unem-
ployment rose slightly by 5,400 
people, putting the jobless rate 
in the autonomous region at 25.41 
per cent.  Of the eight provinces 
in Andalucía, the highest rate of 
employment, according to the 
EPA is in Cordoba, with 30.21 per 
cent while Malaga has the low-
est rate, at 20.88 per cent.

Amount of people 
in work returns to  
2009 pre-crisis 
level, quarterly 
data shows 

Puigdemont, Catalan president, announces that he was asking regional MPs to debate the options. :: AFP

SPAIN
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:: DARYL FINCH 

MALAGA. British people living in 
Spain will be allowed to stay in the 
country even if the event of a “no-
deal” Brexit scenario, according to 
foreign minister Alfonso Dastis. 

Dastis, speaking to Andrew Marr 
on British television on Sunday, said: 
“I do hope that there will be a 
[Brexit] deal. If there is no deal we 
will make sure that the lives of or-
dinary British people who are in 
Spain are not disrupted.” 

He went on to highlight the 
strength of ties between Spain and 
the UK “in terms of economic rela-
tions and also social exchanges”, 
with figures from the Office for Na-
tional Statistics showing that Spain 
is host to the largest number of Brit-
ish citizens living in the EU 
(308,805). Just over a third of them 
are aged 65 and over. 

With over 17 million Brits com-
ing to Spain every year, Dastis made 
his government’s intentions clear: 
“We want to keep it that way as 
much as possible.”

“Many Brits live or retire in 
Spain and we want to keep it 
that way as much as possible”

Dastis speaking on The Andrew Marr Show on Sunday. :: SUR

Spanish foreign minister Alfonso Dastis has 
promised that his government will ensure the 
lives of Britons in Spain are not disrupted in 
the event of a “no-deal” Brexit

:: IÑIGO GURRUCHAGA  
LONDON.  A former Spanish prime 
minister has joined the international 
advisory board of a new free trade 
think tank set up by arch-Euroscep-
tic Tory politician, Daniel Hannan. 

José María Aznar, who was conser-
vative PP leader and prime minister 
of Spain from 1996 to 2004, will be 
one of the brains behind the Insti-
tute for Free Trade (IFT).  

The IFT says it “makes the intel-
lectual and moral case for free trade, 
and sees Britain’s withdrawal from 
the European Union as a unique op-
portunity to revitalise the world trad-
ing system”. 

Aznar is known for his free trade  
and conservative views and is also a 
member of the board of Rupert Mur-
doch’s News Corporation.  

Former Spanish PM 
joins the board of  
new UK free trade 
think tank preparing 
for post-Brexit

José María Aznar. :: EFE

BREXIT
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M
aybe it was because 
Steve Heighway, the 
pacy former Liverpool 
winger was watching, 

but we performed abjectly that 
day, losing one-nil to a goal result-
ing from some eye-watering Key-
stone Cops defending, left to 
trudge off home for some beans 
on toast with the victory songs 
of the opposition still ringing in 
our ears. We were only nine years 
old but our school team had blown 
the chance to reach the regional 
schools cup final which was to be 
played at Southport FC’s ground 
- an opportunity that was unlikely 
to ever come again. God, it hurt. 
Well, for about fifteen minutes it 
did and then we forgot all about 
it and watched Hector’s House. 

 The value of losing and failing 
at stuff is seriously underrated. I 
could fill the allotted word quota 
for this column with a long list of 
everything I’ve lost or failed at 
e.g. first driving test, grades for 

university, football semi-finals 
(zillions), not to mention roman-
tic relationships and myriad other 
gaffs that I won’t bore you with 
here (never stopped you before - 
Ed.) The thing is, they were all ex-
cellent experiences - disappoint-
ing for a bit, of course, but then 
stashed away on the back burner 
to be used and learned from at a 
later date. 

Contrary to conventional wis-
dom, it’s good to lose (sorry to 
any Americans who’ve choked on 
their cornflakes reading this); not 
with the unerring consistency of 
the England football team, obvi-
ously, that’s just being silly, but 
sometimes it gives you just the 
jolt you need. 

In spite of the current risible 
fashion for school sports days 
where everyone’s a winner, what 
we really need to do is introduce 
a sweeping educational reform act 
whereby all pupils from the age 
of five to eighteen are obliged to 

fail or lose at something impor-
tant before they’re allowed to pro-
gress with their education. There’s 
nothing more annoying to other 
children or, indeed, to adults, than 
those little upstarts who never 
fail at anything. So, schools need 
to find each student’s weak points 
(woodwork, among others, in my 
case) and make sure they’re ex-
amined  rigorously on the subject, 
ensuring failure and thus build-
ing character. Extra kudos would 
be awarded to the school if the 
glint of a tear were spotted in the 
child’s eye after the fact. Espe-
cially if he were seventeen years 
old and six feet tall. Youngsters 
need to know that failure, in mod-
eration, is a good thing.  

By the way, aged fourteen I fi-
nally got to play in a regional cup 
final at Southport FC’s ground 
and, lo and behold, we won. That’s 
the thing - winning is all the 
sweeter after you’ve lost a time 
or two.

Stinging in the rain
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

Y
ou have to be on one side 
or the other, for or against. 
Aristotle’s ‘middle way’   
is nowhere to be found 

these days. People accuse you of be-
ing neutral, turning the other cheek, 
tiptoeing past because you’re nei-
ther 100 per cent or 0 per cent. When 
it comes down to it, we like a good 
fight, no half measures. And sim-
plicity too, even though simplistic 
explanations can contain plenty of 
truths or lies, depending on who is 
giving them. So we just fight: get-
ting something done is much more 
difficult. 

In this context and with five par-
ties represented at Malaga City Hall 
and a councillor without a party, all 
wanting to show people how nec-
essary they are, it is quite miracu-

lous that a new bylaw about bar ter-
races has actually been drawn up. 
Basically it means they will have a 
bit less space, so pedestrians have 
more, and the Local Police will be 
able to issue fines and stop the ter-
races being used if necessary. This 
has taken four years of negotiations 
and meetings with bar owners, trad-
ers, the Business Confederation and 
even the Accessible Malaga Devel-
opment Group. But still, we have a 
document approved by the govern-
ing team which will be presented 
at the next council meeting. We’ll 
see what happens. 

The other day councillor María 
del Mar Martín Rojo said they were 
trying to find a balance between the 
interests of very different groups 
and none of them was 100 per cent 

in agreement. Fortunately. If any-
one is ever 100 per cent convinced, 
it means something has been badly 
done. 

At times we hope for impossible 
unanimity when we should be con-
tent with consensus. I remember a  
psychologist once saying that the 
best way to resolve a conflictive 
situation was to start from the prem-
ise that no matter what you do, 20 
per cent of the people will think it 
is wrong. And accept that, because 
we humans always believe we are 
in the right.  

The working group which is look-
ing at future health needs in Malaga   
has just given its view of what the 
city’s new hospital should be like. 
It’s logical that something this im-
portant should generate debate, but 
I doubt there will be consensus. Even 
though it is urgent and necessary 
we run the risk of starting an inter-
minable fight, searching for the 
perfect hospital. And as perfection 
doesn’t exist, or everyone has their 
own idea of what it is, years of ar-
guments could go by while we 
carry on patching up what we have. 
I hope I’m wrong. 

We like a good fight
ANA BARREALES

IDÍGORAS

The Junta and the environment

Thanks to the SUR in English 
edition dated 20th-26th Octo-
ber, I am now aware of the 
magnificent job the Junta de 
Andalucía is doing with res-

pect to its role as 
protector of cultu-
re and the environ-
ment across the re-
gion.   

I learn for examp-
le that despite the opposition 
of both the green lobby group 
‘Ecologistas en Accion’ and Ma-
laga’s very own Architects’ 
Association, the Environment 
ministry for the Junta has gi-
ven the green light to the buil-
ding of a skyscraper monstro-
sity in the port area of the city, 
irrevocably altering the skyli-
ne to the beautiful and ancient 
city of Malaga. This new and 
ugly-looking building will act 
as a neon-flashing beacon and 
entry point to Andalucía, towe-
ring as it will over the ligh-
thouse in the port, and is due 
in no time soon to house a 
luxury hotel and upmarket ca-
sino for jet-setting gamblers 
across the globe. 

I learn too that despite the 
fierce opposition of over 1,000 
local residents under the gui-
se of the organisation Lirios de 
Mar, the Junta has also given 
the final green light to an ex-
tension of the promenade from 
Rincón de la Victoria to Torre 
de Benagalbón. This will have 

the effect of destroying one of 
only four remaining natural 
sand dune stretches of coastli-
ne throughout Malaga provin-
ce, and this latest decision will 
remove its status as a protec-
ted environmental zone at a 
stroke. 

I learn further that the Jun-
ta has given the go-ahead to 
wealthy mining corporations 
to begin mining in the Sierra 
de la Utrera region of the pro-
vince, an area of outstanding 
natural beauty and rich in ar-
chaeological finds. This once 
again despite the opposition 
of local inhabitants, this time 
led by the local council of Ca-
sares town hall, who have ca-
tegorised the decision as ma-
king “no sense”.   

May I thank the Junta for 
its fine work in protecting the 
cultural heritage of Andalucía 
and in considering the envi-
ronmental impact on its deci-
sion-making.  

I feel heartened and secure 
in the knowledge that finan-
cial interests have not been 
allowed to persuade the PSOE-
led Junta to be led astray from 
its duty to the public to pro-
tect the region from those 
seeking to exploit Andalucía 
for reasons of pure and naked 
self-interest.  

 
MARK FRANKLIN 

LA CALA DEL MORAL

Drought 

Instead of trying not to cause 
alarm in society, the authori-
ties should try to get people in-
volved, because that is what de-
mocracy and loving your neigh-
bour are all about. Margaret 
Thatcher used to say that eve-
ryone should pay something for 
public services, no matter how 
poor they were, even if it was 
only a penny, because other-
wise they wouldn’t appreciate 
them and would think their 
maintenance was nothing to do 
with them.  

With the lack of rain, and cli-
mate change, people are criti-
cising Donald Trump now but 
I don’t think we need to go that 

high: the street is full of Trumps, 
who seem to think that water 
flows from their taps by magic. 
They’re not “thinking globally, 
acting locally” as ecologists have 
always recommended. All I hear 
are complaints about the bad 
summer we’ve had, the lack of 
heat and sunshine... I’ve even 
heard some say it has rained a 
lot. It would be better to have 
water restrictions rather than 
everything being so easy: be-
cause like children, if adults are 
not taught to understand the 
consequences of their actions, 
we are depriving them of the 
ability to cope with things. 
  
ADOLFO PALACIOS 

BY EMAIL
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Well, I wish           
they‛d get a move on 

and apply Article 47 of 
the Constitution, the 

one about us all having 
the right to a decent 
roof over our heads
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Many clubs and 
associations on the 
Costa del Sol continue to 
raise money for good 
causes and have a good 
time in the process  

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

The Royal British Legion 

Benalmádena branch closure 
Unfortunately the Royal British Le-
gion branch in Benalmádena has 
closed. The group was the first 
founded on the Costa del Sol back 
in 1987. Since then, new branches 
have formed along the coast and in-
land. Membership in Benalmádena 
had dropped significantly and the 
branch can no longer function so 
there will be no Poppy Appeal in 
the town this year.  

FOTA 

Dinner and a show  
Friends of the Theatre Association 
(FOTA) in Fuengirola enjoyed a 
three-course meal, complete with 
cocktails, at a local restaurant re-
cently before going to the Salon Va-
rietés to see “South Pacific”. FOTA’s 
objective is to raise funds to help 
keep the Salon Varietés open, as it 
receives no grants or sponsorship 
and is completely self-financing. It 
also aims to provide its members 
with social events such as day trips, 
holidays, lunches, and dances. The 
FOTA desk  is open at the Salon Va-
rietés, C/Emancipacion 30, Fuen-
girola, every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 11.30am to 1.15pm.    

Cudeca 

Coffee morning  
A new coffee morning in aid of 
the Cudeca Cancer Hospice will 
be inaugurated at the Mamá Car-
men Café in Torremolinos on Sat-
urday 28 October. This new initia-
tive, which will be held each Sat-
urday morning, will take place be-

tween 11am and 5pm in the re-
cently opened café, which is situ-
ated opposite the Hotel Palia Las 
Palomas in La Carihuela. The 
fundraising breakfast will include 
coffee, sandwiches and snacks, as 
well as a selection of  homemade 
cakes donated by customers and 
locals. There will also be a raffle 
with prizes donated by local busi-
nesses. Half of all funds raised will 
be donated to Cudeca. More info: 
John Hennessy - 608 258 067 or 
jonjosephennessy@gmail.com 

Lux Mundi Torre del Mar 

Donating to Caritas 
Lux Mundi regularly donate non-
perishable food to the Caritas food 
bank but for the last coffee morn-
ing this month they are hoping to 
raise money to give to the charity. 
The coffee morning will be 27 Oc-
tober from 11am-1pm.  

International Theatre Studio 

‘Haywire’ production 
Audiences were entertained by a 
lively comedy last weekend as The 
International Theatre Studio Mar-
bella put on their annual autumn 
production at Atalaya Park Hotel. 
The local amateur dramatic group 
performed Eric Chappell’s “Hay-
wire” over three nights. 

The cast included familiar and 
new faces and new ITS members. 

Alec Firth, a bookstore owner in 
his fifties, was a demanding role 
which saw Russell Hood on-stage 
from start to finish. His mother and 
wife were played by Carol Woolnoth 
and Eileen Audas, both experienced 
actresses with ITS. Rebecca Flow-
erdew, new to ITS, played Alec’s at-
tractive new assistant while fellow 
newbies Theo Wilkins and Chloe 
Quinlan took on the roles of his son 
and daughter respectively. 

Having sent his wife off on a Euro-
pean tour for five days, Alec is plan-
ning a weekend escape to Marbella. 
However, unbeknown to the book 

seller, his estranged family is about 
to wreak havoc on those plans as 
they turn up on his doorstep one af-
ter the other: his wife brings home 
a puppy which needs taking care of; 
his mother checks herself out of her 
care home; his son arrives on 
crutches; his daughter is heavily 
pregnant and with no intention of 
marrying the baby’s father. 

The am-dram group portrayed 
the hilarious spiral of events that 

thwarted the fifty-something’s 
plans for a dirty weekend away. 
Audiences enjoyed the references 
to Marbella, being entertained with 
familiar scenes of sangria and Span-
ish music. www.internationalthea-
trestudio.org or Facebook (Inter-
national Theatre Studio Marbella 
@ITSMarbella). 

Age Concern 

Charity concert 

Age Concern held their first fund-
raising concert on 21st October at 
Hotel Tamisa Golf in Mijas to cele-
brate the third anniversary of Age 
Concern Fuengirola and Mijas.  

Ricky Lavazza and Mario Ross 
performed a wide repertoire of songs 
at the concert which was followed 
by a raffle with prizes donated by 
Hotel Tamisa Golf, Torrequebrada 
Hotel and Casino, Sunset beach and 
many individuals. De Vere Finance 
laid on a coach to take concert go-
ers from Fuengirola to the hotel.  

In all, 1,300 euros was raised and 
all proceeds will go to the three so-
cial clubs in Los Boliches, Mijas Pueblo 
and La Cala, as well as the charity’s 
welfare department which offers 
personalised support and advice.  

Miraflores Bowls 

Miraflores Drawn Triples 
The Miraflores Drawn Triples com-
petition took place this week with  
Carol Frost, Nancy Shaw and James 
Tyrer winning the cup.  

The largest open bowls competi-
tion on the coast, the Miraflores 
Open, will be starting on Saturday 
11th November. There will be events 
in three disciplines namely Mixed 
Triples, Mixed Pairs and Open Fours. 
The two main sponsors are Ibex In-
surance and Currencies Direct. En-
tries close on 3rd November. Con-
tact the club (mirafloresbowls@hot-
mail.com) to take part.   

La Cala de Mijas Lions 

Donation  
The La Cala de Mijas Lions club have 
presented a cheque for 1,800 euros 
to the Spanish Federation Football 
Club Mijas. The presentation was 
made by Lions president, Julie Barry, 
who handed the cheque to football 
club’s president, Francisco Rosales. 
The money is to help with the fees 
for children whose families cannot 
afford to send them to the football 
club for training.  

The next Lions event will be the 
Christmas Fayre at the Tamisa Golf 
Hotel on 3 December at 11.30am. The 
Costa Soul singers and Father Christ-
mas will be present. This is followed 
on  9 December with a Christmas din-
ner and dance at El Olivo restaurant.  
Tickets at 45 tickets from the Lions 
Shop in C/Torremolinos or tel: 
677059061.

A ‘Haywire’ theatre 
production, bowls 
cup and donations

The ITS autum production ‘Haywire’. :: R. ARMSTRONG

SOCIETY SCENE

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

The Age Concert concert was well attended. :: SUR

The finalists, runners-up and winners of the bowls tournament. :: SUR
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D
aniel Fichera is a 
professional pian-
ist originally from 
Michigan in the 
USA. He and his 
partner have lived 

in the Axarquía for 12 years. When 
they bought their first Spanish 
property in Chilches, Daniel, 58, 
says that the house was initially 
supposed to be “just for vacations” 
but he confesses that as time went 
by he “started to think more and 
more” about his time in Spain than 
in the USA. Eventually the couple 
made the east of Malaga their per-
manent home and now reside in 
Benajarafe. 

Although Daniel grew up in 
Michigan and started playing the 
piano at the age of five, he spent 
many years living in New York, 
where he attended the city’s mu-
sic conservatory, studying classi-
cal music and training as a profes-
sional pianist. He says he mainly 
accompanied opera singers while 
living in NYC. The musician says 
of his move to Spain in terms of his 
career: “Here I have had more op-
portunity to play solo.” 

Daniel Fichera is a well-known 
name in Almuñécar, Nerja and Tor-
rox and has also performed at the 
Malaga music conservatory among 
other venues. He has also travelled 
back to the USA to perform there 
since he has been living in Malaga. 

Rock music for piano 
Daniel doesn’t just perform classi-
cal pieces, however, and his forth-
coming autumn concerts are set to 
reveal a new angle to his work; a 
coming together of classical and 
rock music. It’s already “a thing” 

as Daniel explains, in the USA and 
Europe and this year in Malaga there 
have been concerts of rock music 
performed by symphonies. 

Choirs and orchestras have long 
performed tributes to groups such 
as The Beatles and Queen, but 
newer bands and heavier styles are 
being adapted for what are tradi-
tionally seen as classical musical 
audiences and settings. While the 

piano is certainly no stranger to rock 
and pop music, perhaps the idea of 
entire rock songs performed solely 
on the piano is a newer concept. 

Earlier this month at a concert 
in Nerja Daniel performed three 
songs by British alternative rock 
band Radiohead, at the cultural 
centre: True Love Waits, Exit Mu-
sic (for a film) and You. After the 
concert Daniel said, “I think the 

Radiohead was taken very seriously 
and got a very good response.” 

In fact fans of Radiohead will 
know that the band’s guitarist and 
keyboardist, Jonny Greenwood,  
has a long history with classical 
music and has composed for and 
worked with the London Sinfoni-
etta, been composer-in-residence 
to the BBC Concert Orchestra, for 
whom he wrote Popcorn Superhet 

Receiver in 2005, and won a prize 
at the British Composer Awards in 
2006. 

Another rock band that has in-
spired Daniel over the years and 
that he is now embracing through 
the piano is English progressive rock 
group, Yes , who formed in the late 
1960s. “I probably went to see them 
20 times,” Daniel confesses. 

Some adaptations of rock music 
for classical are similar in length to 
full symphonies and can last around 
10 minutes, like in the case of the 
Yes pieces. However, the pianist ex-
plains that the Radiohead numbers 
last around three or four minutes, 
making them closer in length to 
the average rock or pop  song. 

Difficult to memorise 
Daniel says that rock pieces are, 

“very hard to memorise and 
play”,  and that the composi-

tions are “some of the hard-
est things” he has ever 
learned. However,  the pi-
anist adds that it’s nice to 
think that he is “broaden-
ing the audience of bands 
like Radiohead”. 

He practices at home on 
his Steinway B, which he says 

he bought in 1992 while he 
was living in New York and one 

month before his debut at the city’s 
famous Carnegie Hall. It travelled 
with him to Spain when he moved 
here permanently in 2005. “I went 
into debt to get it,” Daniel says, but 
adds that the investment “has paid 
off” and in fact he will be celebrat-
ing its 100th birthday in 2018.  

Forthcoming concerts 
The next concert Daniel will be giv-
ing, which will feature a combina-
tion of classical pieces as well as Ra-
diohead and Yes, in what is billed 
as “An Eclectic Mix of Jazz, Progres-
sive Rock and Classical Music” is 
on Sunday 19 November, 7pm, at 
the Molino de Cajiz and he has 
more dates “in the pipeline”.

From Lizst to Radiohead and Mozart to Yes

IN THE FRAME

Daniel Fichera    Professional pianist

The musician is 
bringing the concept 
of adapting rock 
songs for classical 
music to the Axarquía 

“The Radiohead and Yes 
compositions are some  of 
the hardest things I have 
ever learned to play”

Daniel Fichera performs at a solo concert. :: SUR

:: J. RHODES 

MALAGA Symphonic Rock is 
quite a thing and orchestras are 
becoming more intrepid in their 
compositions. The Royal Philhar-
monic Orchestra has an album 
which covers versions of Bon 
Jovi’s Livin’ on A Prayer  to Meat-
loaf’s Bat Out of Hell. Malaga’s 
Cervantes Theatre has seen Rock 
Symphonic recently performing 
classics by Pink Floyd, Queen and 

Deep Purple, among others.  
According to Daniel Fichera, 

the divide between the two mu-
sical genres is not so wide. Franz 
Liszt, he says, “was the first rock 
star. He used to pack out concert 
halls and had fans screaming at 
him. He goes well with Radio-
head.” Daniel is giving those dedi-
cated to rock the opportunity to 
delve into the world of classical 
music and vice versa.

“Franz Liszt was             

the first rock star”

JENNIE RHODES 

 rhodes _jennie@hotmail.com

z·   For further information : 
www.danielfichera.webs.com
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M
onday 27 October 
2003 will go down in 
history in the city of 
Malaga, as the day 

when the long-awaited Picasso 
Museum finally opened to the 
public. 

Pablo Picasso was born in 
Malaga, in the house in the Plaza 
de la Merced which is now run 
as a gallery and museum by the 
Foundation which bears his 
name.  

Many of the paintings by this 
genius, who is considered the 
most influential artist of the 20th 
century, featured aspects of the 
city as he remembered it from 
his childhood, such as the pigeons 
in the square where he used to 
play, and the bullfights he 
watched with his father at La 
Malagueta.  

The inauguration of the mu-

seum in the beautifully restored 
16th-century Buenavista Palace 
in Calle San Agustín was a glit-
tering occasion, as members of 
the artist’s family and dignitar-
ies from the local and regional 
authorities gathered to watch 
King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofía  
perform the opening ceremony. 

The first temporary exhibition 
to be held at the MPM (Museo 
Picasso de Malaga) was called ‘El 
Picasso de los Picassos’, and com-
prised 87 oil paintings and sculp-
tures which the artist had cre-
ated between 1903 and 1971. It 
ran until the end of February 
2004. 

Most of the works on display 
had been donated by Picasso’s 
daughter-in-law Christine, and 
grandson, Christine and Bernard 
Ruiz-Picasso, from their private 
collections; many had been left 

to them by Paul Ruiz-
Picasso, the artist’s elder 
son. Only three of the 
works were on loan 
from elsewhere: ‘El re-
trato de la señora Canals’ 
and ‘Las Meninas’ came 
from the Picasso Mu-
seum in Barcelona 
and ‘La Celestina’ 
from its counterpart in Paris. 

The Picasso Museum of Malaga 
had been a long time coming to 
fruition. It was originally 
Picasso’s own idea, which he first 

discussed with the pro-
vincial delegate for 
Fine Arts, Juan Tem-
boury Álvarez, back 
in 1953. They even 

considered creating 
the museum in the 

Buenavista Pal-
ace, but the 
project was 

progressed no further. 
During the 1990s, Christine 

Picasso helped the council to or-
ganise two major exhibitions, 
and it was in 1996 when the idea 

of a permanent museum was 
taken up again.  

Nowadays, the MPM is the 
most popular museum in Anda-
lucía, and it was visited by 
558,033 people in 2016. In addi-
tion to the permanent collection 
and temporary exhibitions, it 
also organises educational activi-
ties and concerts regularly take 
place in its auditorium.

Malaga celebrated the 
opening of its own 
Picasso Museum

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Museo Museum 

Galería Gallery 

Artista Artist 

Inauguración Opening 

Rey King 

Reina Queen 

Palacio Palace 

Exposición Exhibition 

Colección Collection 

Pinturas Paintings 

Escultura Sculpture 

Cuadro Picture 

Palomas Pigeons 

Plaza Public square 

Corrida Bullfight 

Visitantes Visitors 

Permanente Permanent 

Temporal Temporary 

Actividades Activities 

Auditorio Auditorium
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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofía with Christine Ruiz-Picasso. :: SUR
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LEGAL ADVICE

REF. D.E.R.  
When the next-door neigh-
bours go on holidays for a week 
or for short periods, they leave 
their two dogs alone in the 
house, in a wooden kennel 
that they have in the garden. 
From our courtyard we can see 
that the animals are sad, and al-
though a friend of the family 
comes everyday to feed them, 

they seem to be abandoned. 
We feel very sad for them, as 
they are two wonderful ani-
mals and they have never been 
noisy or caused any kind of 
problems. Is it illegal to aban-
don animals that way? 
For it to be illegal it would have 
to be a case of mistreatment, 
and if the animals are looked af-
ter daily, they are fed and kept 
in good condition, and they do 
not show suffering, apart from 
the suffering caused by being 
temporarily deserted by their 
owners, it does not seem that it 
could be considered as a case of 
mistreatment. Law obliges that 
owners must look after their 
pets, but as long as there is 
not  evidence of neglect, it 
would not be considered as a 
criminal offence of mistreat-
ment, which may occur also 
in cases of abandonment. 
 
REF. E.P.M.  
My brother and I live in the UK 
and inherited the property 
that our parents had in Spain. 

As we do not use it, and its 
maintenance implies costs, 
we have decided to sell it, but 
we have been told that as our 
parents bought it thirty years 
ago, we will have to pay a 
huge amount for the added 
value tax (“plusvalía”). My 
question is, if we can tell the 
buyer to pay the tax, or if we 
would have to pay it if the 
buyer refused. 
The seller is responsible for the 
payment of the added value 
tax, although it can be agreed 
otherwise. If the buyer did not 
accept to pay the Plusvalía, and 
there were several sellers, the 
payment would be divided pro-
portionally among them, irre-
spective of whether it would 
be possible that only one of 
them paid the whole amount 
and then ask the others to re-
imburse their respective 
shares. Nevertheless, it would 
be advisable to check the trans-
action, as if you sold the prop-
erty at a loss, you would be ex-
empt from paying the tax.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

T
he title of this article per-
haps takes us back to that 
fantastic film from 2001, 
directed by Ron Howard 

and starring an excellent Russell 
Crowe, which tells the story of 
John Forbes Nash, winner of the 
Nobel Prize for Economics in 1994. 

Today that title is directed at an-
other “beautiful mind”. 

In the early 1990s, I had the 
great pleasure of meeting Joan 
Hunt, the founder of Cudeca. 

Joan and her late husband Fred 
were my neighbours and even back 
then I could tell that behind those 
expressive and lively blue eyes was 
an extraordinary woman, full of in-
telligence, humanity, tenacity  and 
passion for life. 

After Fred died of cancer that im-
pression proved to be right. Joan 
was determined to build a hospice 
in the province of Malaga, where 
she lived, a place that she loved.  

In 1992 the then Asociación 
Cudeca started its difficult journey, 
opening the doors of a small day 
centre for patients. Hard work, de-
termination and a great deal of in-
telligence made it possible for Joan, 
along with the doctor Marisa 
Martín, to start the activity that so 

many people and institutions rec-
ognise and are grateful for today. 

In 2002 Joan Hunt received an 
OBE for her work to develop pallia-
tive care for cancer in southern 
Spain. Our “beautiful mind” has 
also received all kinds of recogni-
tion and distinctions, on a national, 
regional and local level. Among 
them is the Gold Medal awarded by 
the Malaga provincial government 
in 2013. 

Now Fundación Cudeca has cele-
brated 25 years of providing medi-
cal and psychological care to more 
than 13,000 patients and their 
families in the province of Malaga. 
I have no doubt that the success of 
the Foundation is due principally 
to the spirit of its creator, to the fu-
sion of two cultures, from the high-
est level of healthcare professionals 
to our biggest asset: the volunteers, 
who now number 900.  

This “beautiful mind” chose our 
country to live and imported, with 
her immense humanity and gener-
osity, a new form of caring.   

Now Joan Hunt is 88 years old; 
and every time I see her she smiles 
at me with boundless vitality, and I 
say, “I hope you live longer than 
the Queen Mother!” 

A BEAUTIFUL MIND
RICARDO URDIALES GÁLVEZ 

PRESIDENT OF CUDECA



October 27th to November 2nd 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH  29



October 27th to November 2nd 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH

30  LIFESTYLE

T
he excitement of ful-
filling a long-held 
dream was beginning 
to dissipate, with 
nervousness taking 
hold. The guide told 

us, “In addition to the two gallons of 
water per person, you need to make 
sure you have salty snacks and en-
ergy bars. It wasn’t that long ago that 
someone got lost, couldn’t find their 
way back to their car and died of de-
hydration. Remember, there’s no cell 
service in the desert – you’re on your 
own!” 

I was heading to the Mojave desert 
in southwestern United States. It’s 
the driest, and smallest desert in 
North America, covering some 
124,000 square kilometres of Califor-
nia and neighbouring Nevada. 

After the blunt, yet well-meaning 
warnings of the information guide 
in one of the local visitor centres, I 
drove to the nearby 24-hour conven-
ience store. I filled the small trolley 
with snacks, sandwiches, and gallon 
bottles of water. 

“You’re heading into the desert to-
day then?” the cashier questioned as 

she scanned the weighty bottles of 
water. “Don’t worry; it’s the week-
end, there will be plenty of rangers 
out and anyway it’s too hot to walk 
too far from your car – just enjoy the 
drive!” 

Joshua Tree National Park 

I felt reassured. I had always wanted 
to discover the Joshua Tree National 
Park, one of America’s ‘high deserts’, 

named after the unique trees that are 
only found in this part of the world.  
I’m not sure why, but scenes of the 
otherworldly landscape, punctuated 
by the unmistakable Joshua trees, 
had captured my imagination ever 
since I could remember. 

U2’s late 80’s album, The Joshua 
Tree, features the band in front of a 
tree on the album’s back cover and 
inside sleeve artwork. Thanks to those 

now famous photographs by Anton 
Corbijn, these almost mythical plants 
become global icons (sadly the tree 
photographed back in the 80s died 
in 2000). They are said to have been 
named Joshua trees by early US set-
tlers, since the plants reminded them 
of the Old Testament prophet raising 
his hands in prayer. The trees are in 
fact yuccas, but grow tall with thick, 
hardy twisted branches topped with 

spiky evergreen leaves.   

Desert cities 

My base was Desert Springs, one of 
the nine desert cities to the south 
west of the Joshua Tree National Park. 

The dry sunny climate is a favour-
ite for holidaymakers, retirees and 
families looking for a better-value, 
better quality of life compared with 
the congested and polluted LA area. 
In the middle of the last century, the 
Hollywood elite were among the first 
to make the desert fashionable, es-
caping the intensity of life in the spot-
light, for the chill culture of Palm 
Springs. It’s a destination that has 
since become synonymous with the 
era of the Rat Pack of Las Vegas en-
tertainers. In the 60s, ‘Frank, Dino 
and Sammy’ (that’s Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr for 
the younger readers among you) put 
the area well and truly on the map.  

Yet economic recession in the 70s 
slowed tourism significantly; a fact 
that has ironically contributed to Palm 
Spring’s renaissance over recent years 
as a retro-chic resort for a new gen-
eration. Many of the classic mid-cen-
tury modern villas, motels and ho-
tels weren’t torn down by develop-
ers - they were just left. Now many 
are restored and offer a captivating 
flavour of this glamorous era. 

The low desert valley area has now 
grown to encompass nine desert in-
terconnected communities, south of 
the Interstate 10 motorway - Palm 
Springs, Desert Hot Springs, Cathe-
dral City, Rancho Mirage, Palm De-
sert, Indian Wells, La Quinta, Indio 
and Coachella. 

A Joshua Tree 
road trip
Discover iconic desert panoramas 
from the high Mojave to the low 
Colorado

Thanks to the band U2, these mythical plants became global icons. :: A. FORBES

ANDREW 
FORBES

 Twitter: @andrewaforbes

TRAVEL
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Palm Desert has been one of the 
fastest growing, with a well-planned 
infrastructure, making it popular 
with families and visitors. I had split 
my time between two resorts; the 
Westin Desert Willow Villas, with 
excellent facilities for families; and 
the Westin Mission Hills Resort Vil-
las, which has two championship 
golf courses and spa.  

Jim Moran, the general manager 
at Desert Willow Villas has a wealth 
of knowledge about the area. He sug-
gested to me that the best way to en-
joy the Joshua Tree National Park was 
to take a road trip from the north, 
driving south. 

All American 
It was just light when I left Palm De-
sert and its early morning sounds of 
the stuttering water sprinklers re-
freshing the lush, manicured land-
scape. Within moments I was on the 
straight highway cutting through 
the dull ochre of the desert terrain, 
the heat of the sun already penetrat-
ing the windscreen. I stopped for 
breakfast in a classic American Diner 
off the Twentynine Palms highway, 
with a sign outside at least three 
times taller than the building. Once 
inside I was greeted by the comfort-
ing aroma of bacon crisping on the 
grill, eggs being fried and coffee 
warming in the pot (the waitresses 
were as sassy and friendly as in they 
are in the movies and yes, they do 
keep coming over to top up your mug 
with filter coffee). 

At the park entrance, confident 
with my abundant water and sup-
plies, I greeted the ranger with a smile. 

Looking immaculate, wearing a 
Smokey Bear hat, and the traditional 
US National Parks grey and olive-
green uniform, decorated with an 
arm patch and insignia, the ranger 
took my entrance fee, offered me a 
map, and wished me well. My adven-
ture had begun. 

Living desert 
Contrary to perceived wisdom, the 
arid desert is very much alive. Enter-
ing from the north in the Mojave, 
driving down to the Colorado Desert, 
one experiences an impressive ter-
rain that is home to hundreds, if not 
thousands of species of flora and 
fauna. Like a school boy I was hoping 
to see snakes and tarantulas – frus-
tratingly there seemed to be none in 
the heat of the day. But the Joshua 
trees did not disappoint; some were 
much older and taller than I expected 
and looked strikingly beautiful against 
the clear blue sky. 

Driving deeper into the park, soon 
enough mobile phone coverage was 
lost. I was entering genuine wilder-
ness. Dominating the view were ex-
traordinary boulder piles – groups of 
rocks that were so awesomely huge 
they looked otherworldly. Dating 
back millennia and sculpted by vio-
lent tectonic forces and water ero-
sion, it was hard to comprehend the 
scale of these huge outcrops – some 
taller than a 10-storey building. Lit-
tle wonder climbers love the chal-
lenge they pose. 

Black Rock Canyon offered an 
abundance of Joshua trees and desert 
shrubs. For the one of the best vistas 
in the park, I drove to Keys View. It’s 

a dead-end, but well worth the de-
tour for the spectacular panoramas 
across the Coachella valley, and in the 
far distance, the crumpled terrain of 
the famous San Andreas fault. 

Most of the roads are paved and 
in excellent condition, making it 
easy to explore in a normal rental 

car. If you have a 4x4, then you can 
be a little more adventurous, taking 
the dirt tracks to places like Coving-
ton Flats where huge juniper, pin-
yon pine and Joshua trees grow - and 
the landscape was so still that one 
could feel the silence. 

Heading from the elevated north 

to south affords you amazing road 
trip views, the kind you can really 
only get in the States – the open high-
way stretching to the horizon, sur-
rounded by wilderness, framed by 
mountains. 

Before leaving the park, as you en-
ter the Colorado Desert, make a point 
to stop at the Cholla Cactus Garden. 
There’s a self-guided trail through a 
mass of these golden cacti that look 
spectacular against the backdrop of 
the mountains beyond. It was here I 
met a park ranger, who assured me 
that roads are regularly patrolled to 
identify people in difficulty. 

0 to 50 
It was early June when I visited, yet 
already temperatures were climbing 
to almost 50 degrees centigrade. Sur-
prisingly the dry heat was very man-
ageable. Yet if you want to hike or 
camp, then autumn is the time to 
visit, or spring when the desert be-
gins to bloom. During winter the 
night temperatures can plummet to 
freezing. 

The road trip through the park from 
the high desert to the south is easily 
done in a day, yet there is so much to 
see you’ll want to take advantage of 
the multi-access pass and come back 
another time during your holiday.  

Just remember, once in the park, 
you are pretty much on your own 
apart from maybe seeing the occa-
sional park ranger or fellow visitor. 
There are no restaurants; nowhere to 
buy water and no phone coverage – 
this is wild country. I suppose the ad-
vice I had at the start of the day wasn’t 
so alarmist after all.

The typical road-trip view you can only get in the States. :: SUR

TRAVEL



 October 27th to November 2nd 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH

LIFESTYLE32

:: ANDREW FORBES 

The nine ‘desert cities’ of Greater 
Palm Springs, southwestern United 
States, offer a remarkably diverse 
travel experience: from the vintage 
Rat Pack glamour of Palm Springs 
and the golf and spa resorts of Palm 
Desert; to the awe-inspiring nature 
of Joshua Tree National Park. 
 

STAY: 

Mid-century modern masterpiece 
– Palm Springs 

One way to be immersed in the his-
tory of the region is to stay in one 
of Palm Spring’s iconic mid-century 
homes. Many are available for rent 
on platforms like HomeAway and 
Airbnb. You could be staying in mini 
architectural masterpiece!  

The Westin Mission Hills Golf 
Resort, Spa & Villas – Rancho Mirage 

This relaxed, good-value family re-
sort includes a hotel with concierge 
service, a full spa, championship golf 
courses, restaurants, and adjacent 
self-catering villa apartments. Ex-
pect heated pools, water slide, and 
whirlpools, as well as tennis courts 
and a basketball court. For adults 
there is also an adults-only pool area, 
spa and sauna, as well as activities 
like horse riding and cycling. Din-
ing options include the contempo-
rary Italian Pinzimini restaurant 
with golf course view terrace. 
 
WestinMissionHills.com 

The Westin Desert Willow Villas - 
Palm Desert 

I just loved this resort from the mo-
ment I arrived; maybe because there 
were frozen margaritas and a cheese 
board with crackers at check-in! The 
setting is beautiful, with spectacu-
lar views over the championship 
golf courses to the Santa Rosa moun-
tains. The villas are well-appointed, 
with private terraces or balconies. 
The king size beds have Heavenly 
signature bedding; the contempo-
rary kitchens are ideal for a self-ca-
tering holiday; and the stylish bath-

rooms come with Heavenly bath 
robes and amenities. The team, led 
by general manager Jim Moran 
really knows how to make guests 
feel welcome. 

The poolside atmosphere is great; 
there are BBQ grilling areas where 
you can prepare meals outside, but 
also a pool bar, coffee shop and res-
taurant if you don’t want to step 
foot in the kitchen. 
 
Westin.com/DesertWillow 

 

EAT: 

The Purple Room 

Billed as the ‘Desert’s Premier Sup-
per Club’, The Purple Room was un-
deniably popular with the Rat Pack 
in the 60’s. Today Michael Holmes’ 
Purple Room endeavours to cap-
ture the glamour and fun of that 
era with nightly live entertainment, 
drinks, dinner and dancing. 
 
PurpleRoomPalmSprings.com 

Azúcar – Palm Springs 

This new farm-to-table restaurant 

in the charming La Serena boutique 
hotel offers dishes with Spanish 
and Mediterranean influences. 
 
LaSerenaVillas.com/Azucar-Restau-
rant-and-Bar 

Agave Grill & Bar 

Executive chef Carlos Mares at The 
Westin Desert Willow Villas Resort 
heads a kitchen that is adept at cre-
ating family-friendly holiday, all-
American favourites like gourmet 
burgers or tasty nachos as well as 
more sophisticated dishes such as 
sea bass with herb crust or fresh 
kale from his kitchen garden, lightly 
fried in olive oil with salt, pepper 
and parmesan. It’s a great place for 
cocktails too. 
 
Westin.com/DesertWillow 

Morgan’s in the Desert – La Quinta 

This hacienda-style restaurant con-
tinues the tradition of when Hol-
lywood celebrities would escape 
to the desert for the simplicity of 
‘good food, good drink and good 
friends’. Choose from the vintage 
cocktail menu before ordering a 
classic Caesar salad and the short 
ribs from the grill. 
 
MorgansInTheDesert.com 

 

DO: 

Joshua Tree National Park 

This is where two de-
serts meet; the high 
Mojave and the 
low Colorado. 
Discover a surreal 
landscape of vast 
boulders, unique 
Joshua trees, and 
beautiful cacti. 
Day trips by car are 
easy from any of the 
nine desert cities – or 
you can plan ahead and 
book a camp site, enjoy the 
hiking trails or rock climbing. En-
try is 25 US dollars for a seven-day 
vehicle permit; camping, climbing 
permits and guides are extra. 
 
Nps.gov/jotr/ 

Village Fest – Palm Springs 

This Thursday-evening street fair 
brings together arts, crafts, food, 
and entertainment. 
 
VillageFest.org 

Palm Springs Art Museum 

Three locations in Palm Springs and 
Palm Desert. The flagship gallery 
and theatre is surrounded by a sculp-
ture garden. Admission is free. 
 
www.psmuseum.org 

The Palm Springs Aerial Tramway 

The world’s largest rotating cable 
cars take you on a ten-minute jour-
ney to the wilderness of the Mt San 
Jacinto State Park. If you don’t fancy 
discovering the hiking trails, enjoy 
the restaurants and the view from 
the observation deck. 
 
PSTramway.com 

Golf – Palm Desert 

There are said to be around 100 golf 
courses among the desert cities. For 
example, guests at The Westin Mis-
sion Hills Golf Resort can enjoy two 
PGA championship courses: the 
Pete Dye course and the Gary Player 
Signature Course. 
 
VisitGreaterPalmSprings.com 

The Spa at Mission Hills – Palm 
Desert 

This spa and wellness centre spe-
cialises in signature honey treat-
ments, such as massages and scrubs, 
using honey from the resort’s own 
desert hives. 
 

SpaAtMissionHills.com 

The Shops on El 
Paseo – Palm 

Desert 

Imagine Bond 
Street or Ro-
deo Drive in 
the desert, and 
that’s El Paseo 

– plenty of 
high-end brands 

in an upscale set-
ting. There’s even a 

Wolfgang Puck Kitchen 
+ Bar, for a stylish fam-

ily meal. 
 
TheShopsOnElPaseo.com 

Desert Hills Premium Outlets – 
Cabazon 

Just off the motorway, west of Palm 
Springs, you’ll find the perfect ex-
cuse to stop before heading back to 
the airport – find plenty of inter-
national brands at outlet prices. 
 
www.premiumoutlets.com

THE INSIDER GUIDE

Greater Palm Springs and 
Joshua Tree National Park

A famous Joshua tree.

Desert Willows Villas.

Azúcar.

Agave Grill & Bar.

TRAVEL
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Aerial Tramway.
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P
hotography is coming 
back in a big way with 
smartphones now boast-
ing high-quality cameras 

and Instagram being the medium 
of choice for many young people to 
share their own unique moments. 

This clock face, located on the 

top floor of a world-famous gal-
lery, has become a hotspot for the 
‘Insta generation’ for its unparal-
leled views over the city but also 
its potential for profound time-
related hashtags. 

While some may argue that the 
Instagram generation makes a 

mockery of photography as a pro-
fession, those interested in the 
trade should perhaps visit the in-
ternational fair of photography 
taking place just across the river 
from 9-12 November before tak-
ing a pop at capturing their own 
snap here.  

It is also important to remem-
ber this coming month that as this 
clock strikes 11am on the 11th, 
this city, as well as many others 
accross the world, will stop for a 
solemn moment of commemora-
tion and, as a national holiday, 
many public buildings will in fact 

be closed. 
If you know where this clock 

is located and the name of the na-
tional holiday taking place next 
month, you could win a prize. 
Send your answers to english@di-
ariosur.es and put ‘Where in the 
world?’ as the subject. Please also 
include your address and tele-
phone number so we can get your 
prize to you. Entries without these 
will not be considered. 

Congratulations to Ursula Cutts 
who had the correct answer for 
last month’s competition. She cor-
rectly identified the Maras salt 
ponds as our ‘good cause attrac-
tion’, located not far from its more 
famous sibling, Machu Picchu, in 
Peru. 

Your prize will be with you 
shortly.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

#instacool

SEPTEMBER’S 
PHOTO

Send your answer to 
english@diariosur.es

:: YANN CARADEC / FLICKR
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T
he elegant and wealthy 
city of San Sebastián sits 
on Spain’s wild Basque 
coastline, twenty miles 

south west of the French border. It 
is a hugely popular holiday desti-
nation - particularly among Anda-
lusians, who love its temperate cli-
mate and its greenery - and in re-
cent years has become one of the 
world’s great gastronomic cities. 
This well-deserved reputation is 
partly owed to the abundance of 
bars serving “pintxos”, delightful 
bite-sized snacks that are the Basque 
country’s answer to tapas; but it’s 
also because you’ll find more Mich-
elin-starred restaurants per square 
metre here than anywhere else in 
the world except Kyoto in Japan.  

Three of the city’s nine Mich-
elin-rated eateries have achieved 
the notoriously difficult feat of 
gaining three stars: Akelarre, Ar-
zak - partly run by Elena Arzak, 
named the best female chef 
on earth in 2012 - and Res-
taurant Martín 
Berasategui, located in 
the charming village 
of Lasarte-Oria five 
miles south of San 
Sebastián. In the 
whole of Spain, 
only three other 
restaurants have 
attained this 
level of culinary 
perfection. The 
capital of the 
Basque country’s 
Gipuzkoa region is 
also leading the way 
in training up-and-
coming Spanish chefs, 
having opened the 
Basque Culinary Centre 
six years ago: it was the first 
institution in Spain to offer a 
degree in Gastronomy.   

Impeccable foodie credentials 
aside, it’s easy to fall in love with 
San Sebastián at first sight. Lining 
the final stretch of the Urumea 
river - which flows through the ver-
dant countryside of north east 
Spain and out into the Bay of Bis-
cay - its grand old townhouses look 
as if they’ve been transplanted 
straight from a Parisian arrondis-
sement; the green hills of the 
Basque Country roll away behind 
their austere rooftops.  

Porsches and boutiques 
Three beautiful, curved beaches 
back on to Brighton-esque prome-
nades where the locals stroll to see 
and be seen. Unblemished Ferraris 
and Porsches growl softly at traf-
fic lights outside cocktail bars and 
designer boutiques. Yet the city 

doesn’t feel flashy or 
tacky: Donostia, as 

the city is known 
in Euskera, wears 
its classiness 
lightly.  

Parte Vieja is 
the city’s sec-
ond-oldest and 
most popular 
quarter. A com-
pact barrio of pe-

d e s t r i a n i s e d  
streets, elegant 

dark-hued build-
ings and lively 

pintxo bars, it occu-
pies an outcrop of land 

on the eastern side of 
Concha Bay. In its smart eat-

eries and drinking dens, the 
ubiquitous pintxos are displayed 
in colourful buffets that run the 
length of the bar; their tastiest top-
pings include anchovies and picked 
green peppers, cured hams, mor-
cilla (the Spanish equivalent of 
black pudding) topped with a fried 
quail egg and a sweet jam made 
from piquillo peppers, which is usu-
ally paired with goat’s cheese or 
brie and drizzled with a balsamic 
reduction. 

You’ll find your own local within 
a few hours of arriving in San Se-
bastián, but try Bar Sport - popu-
lar with both visitors and locals, 
where the socialising spills out onto 
the street - and Bar Zeruko, whose 
chefs have won numerous prizes 
for serving the best pintxos in the 
region.  

Parte Vieja is also the place to be 
at night. Stroll along Plaza Kaimin-

gaintxo - where the city holds its 
quirky Crab Festival every summer 
- and onto Kaiko Pasealeku (trying 
to pronounce the Basque street 
names as you go), which is lined with 
some of the best seafood restaurants 
on Spain’s Atlantic coast. Carrying 
on to the end of this street takes you 
up some rather steep steps to the Na-
val Museum and a great spot for 
views out over Concha Bay, espe-
cially at sunset.  

Later on, grab a copa from Casa 
Vergara or Bar Atari and join the lo-
cals on the steps of Saint Mary’s 
church, an 18th century building 
with an elaborate Baroque façade. 
Plaza Constitución is the quarter’s 
principal square and is surrounded 
by stately old buildings, the balco-
nies of which bear numbers from 
when the space was used as a bull-
ring. Admiring these over a cocktail 
on one of the candle-lit terraces is 
the perfect way to round-off an eve-
ning of pintxo-crawling in San Se-
bastián. 

Fine sand 
Daylight hours in this gorgeous city, 
meanwhile, revolve around its three 
main beaches. The largest and most 
famous of these is Playa de La Con-
cha, a half-kilometre stretch of fine 
sand and calm, shallow waters which 
is consistently named one of 
Europe’s best city beaches. This is 
where locals and visitors flock, but 
La Concha’s 100-metre width means 
it rarely feels crowded. If you fancy 
a break from the stresses of swim-
ming and lying around, head to one 
of the chiringuitos on the actual 
beach rather than on the promenade 

behind it: the latter places tend to 
be overpriced and the service in some 
is surly and slow.   

To the east of La Concha and the 
old town, on the other side of the 
Urumea river, is the surfer’s haven 
of Playa Zurriola, while the small 
and tranquil Ondarreta beach occu-
pies the bay’s western extremity. 
From Ondarreta, you can swim out 
to the Santa Clara island, which sits 
right in the middle of the bay; its at-
tractions include a tiny beach that 
completely disappears in high tide 
and a chiringuito from which you 
can look back at the elegant curve 
of La Concha. Inland, shady paths 
scattered with picnic tables weave 
through the island’s lush and unin-
habited greenery. 

San Sebastián has also become 
known as one of Spain’s most cul-
turally-dynamic cities. Indeed, last 
year it was named (along with Wro-
claw in Poland) as European Capital 
of Culture, in recognition of its im-
pressive calendar of artistic events.  

The Jazz Festival takes place in 
July and is Europe’s longest continu-
ously-running jazz festival; in 
August, the city’s Musical Fortnight 
attracts the world’s finest classical 
musicians, while the same month’s 
Semana Grande features an interna-
tional fireworks competition; and 
September, of course, sees the town 
hosting the achingly-cool Interna-
tional Film Festival, which gives out 
some of cinema’s most coveted 
awards.  

From world-class art and food to 
secret islands and beautiful beaches, 
San Sebastián seems to be the city 
that has everything. 

View of San Sebastián and La Concha beach with Santa Clara island in the foreground. :: AFP

This northern Spanish city, known for its fine dining and curved beaches, wears its classiness lightly

San Sebastián, sheer elegance

MARK                 
NAYLER

 markanayler@gmail.com
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Tempting pintxos line up 
in a traditional bar. :: SUR

You’ll find more 
Michelin-starred 
restaurants per square 
metre here than 
anywhere in the world, 
except Kyoto in Japan
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THE NIGHT 
SKY

When Pluto was downgraded to 
dwarf planet status in 2006, it 
put Neptune as being the most 
distant planet from the Sun at al-
most 4.5 billion km. It is so far 
from the Sun that it takes almost 
165 earth years to travel once 
around in its orbit.  

Neptune’s discovery in 1846 
was by pure mathematics. French 
mathematician Urbain Le Verrier 
had calculated its position after 
observing discrepancies in the or-
bit of Uranus. Le Verrier sent the 
coordinates to his friend Johann 
Gottfried Galle at the Berlin ob-
servatory asking him to verify. 
Galle found Neptune on the same 
night he received Le Verrier’s let-
ter, within 1° of the predicted po-
sition. The discovery was hailed 
as one of the most remarkable 
moments of 19th century science.  

At the same time in England, 
but unknown to Le Verrier, Eng-
lish mathematician John Crouch 
Adams was also carrying out his 
own calculations and observa-
tions of Uranus and he too came 
up with the same result. Unfor-
tunately he mailed his results to 
the Royal Greenwich Observa-
tory two days after Galle had dis-
covered the planet and missed 
out on becoming the discoverer 
of a new planet.  

Various names were proposed 
for the new planet such as Janus 
and Oceanus; Le Verrier wanted 
to name the planet after himself 
but this proved very unpopular  
as France had objected to Uranus 
being named after its British dis-
coverer, Herschel. Eventually the 
name of Neptune the Greek God 
of the sea was adopted, thus keep-

ing up with tradition of naming 
all of the planets (except Earth) 
after Greek Gods.  

Neptune is the fourth largest 
planet in the solar system, it is 
slightly smaller than Uranus and, 
like Jupiter, Saturn and Uranus , 
is a gas giant made up of mostly 
hydrogen, helium and methane. 
Its atmosphere also contains icy 
clouds and the fastest wind speeds 
recorded in the solar system. Par-
ticles of icy methane and other 
gases give Neptune the deep blue 
colour that distinguishes it from 
green coloured Uranus. It has at 
least 14 moons in orbit around it.  

Everything we know about 
Neptune comes from a NASA 
spacecraft Voyager 2 that flew 
past the planet in 1989. 

You need good binoculars or a 
small telescope to see Neptune, 
but on Monday 30 October it will 
be less than 1º from the moon, 
helping you to find it easily. Look 
slightly above and a little to the 
left of the moon and if you see a 
tiny blue ‘star’ then you have 
found it! 

The last planet

KEN 
CAMPBELL

z·   More information  : 
www.costadelstars.com

Rugby players from New Zealand perform before guests and dignitaries, including the king and queen. :: EFE

The 2017 Princess of 
Asturias prize ceremony 
took place last week with 
recognition for significant 
contributions to society in 
eight varied categories   

:: DANIEL ROLDÁN 

OVIEDO. For an annual ceremony 
known for its elements of folklore 
from Asturias, northern Spain, the 
sight of All Blacks on stage demon-
strating their famous haka dance 
provided an interesting change. The 

New Zealand rugby team were win-
ners of the 2017 Princess of Asturias 
prize for their contribution to sport. 
They were among the winners in 
eight categories that recognise out-
standing contribution to society. 
Others included William Kentridge 
in the Arts; Les Luthiers in Commu-
nication and Humanities; Hispanic 
Society of America for International 
Cooperation; the writer Karen Arm-
strong in Social Sciences; Adam Za-
gajewski in Literature; the team be-
hind the detection of gravitational 
waves in Science; and the European 
Union for Concord. 

All Blacks haka dance 
at annual royal awards 

Juan Gris
María Blanchard     

AND THE CUBISMS (1916–1927)
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GARDENING

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation, 
or send them via Twitter 
@SUR_English or Facebook 
@surenglish and we’ll do 
the rest!

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

DENISE BUSH 

Autumn is creeping in at last 
although daytime tempera-
tures are still quite high. Those 
two days (if you were lucky) of 
rain last week was perfect for 
softening the dry, hard earth 
and makes planting bulbs a lot 
easier. Now is a good time to 
get spring flowering and hardy 
summer flowering bulbs in the 
ground if you haven’t already. 
Whether planting tulips, daf-
fodils, lilies or any of the many 
other spring and summer 
flowering bulbs available, the 
basics are the same. Make sure 
the soil is free-draining, mix in 
some sharp sand if you’re not 
sure, and aim to plant bulbs in 
groups of at least six; you get 
a much better, natural-looking 

display that way. Dig a hole 
two to three times deeper 
than the height of the bulb 
from base to tip. Eg a 5cm 
bulb should be 10-15cm below 
soil level. Place the bulb in the 
hole with the nose up. This is 
usually the pointy end but not 
always! If in any doubt it is 
better to plant the bulb on its 
side rather than upside-down. 
Back fill with soil and tamp 
down firmly. Only water once 
actively growing and if you 
feed every seven to ten days 
with a high potassium fertil-
iser you will be helping to 
build up the bulb for next 
year’s flowers. Stop feeding 
when the foliage dies back at 
the end of the season.

GARDENING HINTS FOR NOVEMBER

Spring flowering bulbs

Dregea sinensis, common names 
Chinese Dregea and Watakaka, 
is native to Africa and Southern 
Asia. It is climber that can reach 
approximately three metres high 
by the same width once it is ma-
ture, which can take up to ten 
years. It can be slow to get estab-
lished and may not really ‘take 

off ’ for three years but once it 
has settled in, Chinese dregea 
will provide masses of scented 
flowers from spring to 
autumn and is a 
great alterna-
tive to Jas-
mine for 
cover-

ing fences and pergolas.  
The umbels of flowers are about 

six centimetres across and resem-
ble those of Hoya, the wax flower. 

They are white with a red 
or pink speckled cen-

tre and are very fra-
grant and will 

last on the vine 
for about a 

week. After 
the flowers, 
l o n g ,  
brown seed 
pods about 
seven cen-
t i m e t r e s  

long form. 
The leaves 

are heart-
shaped and are 

grey and fuzzy un-
derneath. They will 

stay on the vine all year 
round in temperate climates 

but in colder areas they may drop.  
Chinese dregea is not frost hardy 

and will need protection in inland 
areas away from the coast. It is 
drought tolerant for short periods 
and will benefit from regular wa-
tering during the hottest months. 
Although not fussy about soil type, 
it will need to be free draining to 
prevent water-logging. 

The best situation for this vine 
is a position where it will receive 
some shade from the hot after-
noon sun. Too much sun will 
scorch the soft, green leaves.  

Propagation is by seed or basal 
cuttings (new shoots cut from be-
low soil level at the base of the 
plant). 

There are some varieties avail-
able which have silver edged or 
variegated leaves and D. sinensis 
Hemsley is used in China to make 
goats’ milk cakes, an extract from 
the plant works in a way similar 
to rennet.

Dregea sinensis is a twining vine with star-shaped white, fragrant 
flowers and soft, green, heart-shaped leaves 

Chinese dregea
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Dregea sinensis and close up of flowers (inset). :: WIKIMEDIA

AUTUMN BLOOMING NERINE 

Nerine bowdenii is a plant from South Africa and a member 
of the Amaryllidaceae family. It is a perennial bulb which 
flowers in the autumn. This lovely photo was sent in by SUR 
in English reader, Jennifer Giles.

:: JENNIFER GILES
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:: MINDY BURROWS 

MALAGA. Wednesday 25 October 
was International Butterfly Skin 
Day, a day which aims to raise 
awareness about a fairly unknown 
condition.  

Epidermolysis bullosa, commonly 
known as Butterfly Skin, is a rare 
and incurable disease characterised 
by extremely fragile skin which can 
be wounded or blistered by any 
physical contact. It is estimated that 
between 3,000 and 5,000 people in 
Spain suffer from this condition and 
approximately 10 babies a year are 
born with it, yet very little is known 
about the illness. As a result, suffer-
ers experience a very poor quality 
of life with frequent wounds that 
could be avoided if more was known 
about the condition. A study on the 
status of the health and social needs 
of people with rare diseases in Spain, 
(ENSERio), revealed that 56 per cent 
of participants have received inade-
quate treatment by healthcare pro-
fessionals. 

However, in July this year, the 
Ministry of Health, Social Services 
and Equality took the decision to 
open two reference centres for Epi-
dermolysis bullosa (EB) in La Paz 
University Hospital, Madrid and Sant 
Joan de Déu-Clinic Hospital, Barce-

lona. This news could be life-chang-
ing for some. 

 The centres were unveiled on 
Wednesday in an official ceremony 
at the La Paz Children’s Hospital in 
Madrid. The reference centres are 
formed by teams of nurses, derma-
tologists, paediatricians and surgeons  
with the support of other disciplines 
such as haematologists, cardiologists 

and nutritionists. 
Head of La Paz Paediatric 

Dermatology department and 
head of the reference centre, 
Dr. Raul de Lucas, opened the 
presentation by explaining the 
current situation and character-
istics of Butterfly Skin. He believes 
that “it is fundamental that the pa-
tients receive multidisciplinary sup-

port and that it is done in close col-
laboration with DEBRA Butterfly 
Children Charity”. 

Nieves Montero, president of 
Spanish association DEBRA, stressed 
how important the reference cen-
tres, which will carry out research 
and provide specialist consultations 
on EB, are for the Butterfly Skin suf-
ferers and their families. However, 
Montero pointed out “this is just a 
step, there is still a long road ahead 
to ensure the best possible life for 
those affected with Butterfly Skin”. 

The Infanta Elena, the king’s sis-
ter, who attended the ceremony, 
congratulated the charity for pro-
moting the cause and thanked all 
those who have made the creation 
of the reference centres possible. 
She encouraged all medical profes-
sionals to continue their daily work 
in researching and treating rare dis-
eases in order to provide a better fu-
ture for sufferers. 

Since the foundation of the char-
ity, DEBRA Butterfly Children 

Charity has fought for the open-
ing of a reference centre like 

the ones in Madrid and Barce-
lona for those with the con-
dition to visit and specialist 
health professionals to work 
from. It is believed that 
around 50 people in Anda-
lucía are affected by EB so 

ideally, a third reference cen-
tre would be opened in the 

region in the future. 
 It is hoped that as a result of 

the two reference centres, the 
quality of life for people with But-
terly Skin will vastly improve.

The Infanta Elena with people who have made it possible. :: SUR

Butterfly Skin reference centres open 
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The king’s sister with an 
 affected child. :: SUR

Thousands of people in Spain suffer from the condition about which little is known
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:: ASH BOLTON 

MARBELLA. An Estepona eye spe-
cialist is set to fly to Sierra Leone 
next month to help improve the eye-
sight of some of the country’s poor-
est people. 

Jane Machin will join a team of 
five British optometrists who will 
help diagnose sight-related problems 
and provide training for local tech-
nicians and students. 

Organised by the UK charity Vi-
sion Aid Overseas, the trip will see 
the team visit rural communities in 
the West African country, where lo-

cals don’t have access to eye care.  
Jane, 60, who works at Optica Ma-

chin in Estepona and has lived in 
Spain for 30 years, told SUR in Eng-
lish: “As optometrists we don’t actu-
ally operate. Our role is to screen for 
eye problems. If they can be resolved 
by using spectacles, then we prescribe. 
We identify eye disease, for example 
glaucoma or cataracts. Those who 
need surgery, such as cataract surgery 
or surgery for tumours or trachoma, 
will be directed to the eye surgeons 
for either surgery or medication. 

“The main problems we find are 

simply the need for glasses and this 
can be easily resolved. Other issues 
are more challenging. Cataract is 
very common in Africa and can 
only be treated by surgery. 
Glaucoma is also common but 
is difficult to treat as the 
medication is not readily 
available.” 

Jane, who is now on her 
fourth trip with Vision Aid 
Overseas, having visited 
Uganda in 2012, Ethiopia in 
2013 and Sierra Leone last year, 
explained that despite the latter 
having a population of more than 
seven million people, there is cur-
rently only one ophthalmologist, 
four cataract surgeons, one optome-
trist and 12 technicians to provide 
eye care to the entire country.  

“Many rural areas have no access 
to eye care at all and so establishing 
clinics and training local technicians 
helps to provide eye care to those who 
so desperately need it,” she added. 

Jane, who was born in Essex and 
moved to Spain 30 years ago, said that 
Vision Aid Overseas exists so that chil-
dren in African countries who can’t 
see, can learn and get an education, 
and adults who can’t see, can earn to 
support their families and contribute 
to their communities. 

She explained: “This is done by 
outreach projects, where we take eye 

                                                                         
care out to rural communities to 
make it accessible to them, but also 
by teaching and training, as we train 
local eye care workers. In Ethiopia 
and Zambia, we have established uni-
versity courses in Optometry and in 
Sierra Leone we provide practical ex-
perience for the students. 

“In addition, sustainable eye care 
facilities are also vital. Vision Aid 
Overseas supports the development 
of Vision Centres where patients can 
receive a walk-in eye examination, 
purchase an affordable pair of glasses 
and be referred for further specialist 
care if necessary.” 

As for her reasons for continuing 

to support Vision Aid Overseas, Jane 
said: “It is very rewarding. I feel I have 
helped in a small way. 

“I became a member of Vision Aid 
Overseas, as did my father, when it 
was first established over 30 years 
ago. Due to children and business 
commitments, I never went on a trip 
although it was something that I had 
always wanted to do and I had often 
discussed it with my father. In 2011, 
he died suddenly and I realised that 

sometimes you have to just go for 
what you want to do. My children 

inspired me to have a fund rais-
ing party and we raised enough 
sponsorship to finance the trip. 
I did it in memory of my father. 

“I keep going back because 
there is still a lot to do and be-
ing a part of this project is ac-

tually a great privilege.” 
Vision Aid Overseas was 

founded in 1985 after a group of 
British eye specialists spent two 

weeks trying to establish eye clinics 
in Tanzania. 

They tested the eyes of local peo-
ple and dispensed secondhand spec-
tacles collected in the UK. The char-
ity now operates clinics in more than 
23 countries and has helped hun-
dreds of thousands of people in de-
veloping countries to see. 

Jane needs to raise 1,000 euros for 
the trip so that the charity is not left 
out of pocket. To help fund Jane’s trip 
visit www.justgiving.com/fundrais-
ing/janestauntonmachin  

Alternatively, there is a charity 
box at Optica Machin in Avenida Lito-
ral, Estepona.

A sight for sore eyes

Jane with local children in Sierra Leone last year. :: SUR
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an overseas trip. :: SUR

An English optometrist is raising funds for a charitable trip to Sierra Leone 

z·   www.opticamachin.com 
www.visionaidoverseas.org 
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Knee replacement surgery may 
significantly ease pain and im-
prove leg function and quality of 
life in patients with osteoarthri-
tis or rheumatoid arthritis (RA), 
a new study suggests.  

While surgery doesn’t restore 
the same level of comfort and 
function patients had in their 
younger years, before they devel-
oped arthritis, knee replacement 
can serve as a time machine of 
sorts, turning back the clock to 
a point when patients were less 
disabled.  

The vast majority of patients 
had their symptoms improve dra-
matically from the surgery, but 
this procedure is not a cure - RA 
patients will continue to need to 
treat their disease. Knee replace-
ment is one of the most common 
surgeries, with about 720,000 
people in the U.S. alone getting 
this procedure last year.  

While the procedure is often 
done to relieve chronic pain in 
both types of arthritis (osteo, 

Rheumatoid), doctors remain di-
vided over which people are most 
likely to benefit. Patients were 
typically in their 60s and over-
weight. Most of them had been 
living with arthritis for at least a 
decade.  

After surgery, improvements 
in pain and quality of life were 
more pronounced for patients 
with osteoarthritis. Surgery can 
help people with severe pain and 
disabilities that don’t respond to 
alternative treatments such as 

weight loss, exercise, physical 
therapy and medication for os-
teoarthritis.  

Patients are usually satisfied 
with the procedure, but they need 
to realize that it is good for pain 
relief, which is obviously impor-
tant, but they might not get back 
to doing all the chores around the 
house, leisure activities and sports 
that they used to do.

ADVERTORIAL

HEALTH Clínica SANDALF is a private outpatient medical clinic for Orthopaedic surgery, 

Trauma surgery, Ophthalmology, Urology, Physiotherapy, Osteopathy and Massage Therapy

Left: Reduced joint gap indicating complete loss of cartilage. Right: 
Total knee replacement with none-cemented femoral component and 
cemented tibia component.

Knee Replacement May ‘Turn 
Back the Clock’ for Arthritis Pain

:: FRANCISCO GUTIÉRREZ 

MALAGA.  Last week, Abu 
Dhabi hosted the WorldSkills 
2017 competition. The world 
championship consisted of 1,257 
competitors from 58 countries 
competing in 51 different voca-
tional skills. 

Tomás Rivera, from San Pe-
dro, was competing in the hair-
dressing category of the compe-
tition, which saw 33 competi-
tors of 33 different nationalities 
completing various tests for ‘so-
cial and personal services’, which 
included cutting, colouring, 
blow-drying, and styling.  

The 19-year-old was given a 
certificate of excellence for his 
skills at the competition. He was 
also the highest scoring Span-
iard competing in the WorldSkills 
2017 competition. 

Rivera told SUR that he was 
“very happy and satisfied” with 
what he had accomplished in 
Abu Dhabi and he had surpassed 
his expectations. 

Two other Spanish competi-
tors earned medals of excellence. 
José Zarraga for 3D Animation 
and Games, and George Budeanu 
for Refridgeration and Air      
Conditioning.  

Thomas is now training to be-
come  a beautician as well.

Young San Pedro 
hairdresser gets 
WorldSkills award

Over 175 million people in 
the world have 
undiagnosed diabetes 
which can be fatal if 
untreated 

:: MINDY BURROWS 

MALAGA. World Diabetes Day 
will be celebrated on 14 Novem-
ber. The Diabetic Support Group, 
which is part of English-speaking 
club La Cala de Mijas Lions,  will 
be offering free glucose tests in 
various points around Malaga to 
mark the occasion.  

The group believes these tests 
are absolutely vital and everyone 
should have their glucose levels 
regularly checked. 

The support group was founded 
in 2003 when they felt that, due 
to language barriers and misinfor-
mation from doctors, recently-di-
agnosed diabetics needed a place 
to talk about diabetes with other 
sufferers in a friendly atmosphere. 
Since then the group has been 
helping foreign residents in Spain 
get information about the            
condition. 

The group hold regular educa-

tion meetings in Fuengirola, but 
they also receive calls through their 
helpline where they can answer 
any questions or arrange a private, 
casual meeting with people who 
want to discuss the condition. 

In Spain local GPs would only 
be able to give very short appoint-
ments to diabetics, which is why 
the support group offers this serv-
ice.  

It is believed that over 175 mil-
lion people in the world are living 
with undiagnosed diabetes, which 
can be passed on genetically, de-
veloped through infections, or 
caused by the raised glucose lev-
els provoked by stress. If diabetes 
remains untreated it can bring 
about serious health risks. 

The La Cala de Mijas Lions Dia-
betic Support Group will hold their 
next meeting this Saturday 27 Oc-
tober at 10.30 am at HOGAR, Calle 
Paloma, Fuengirola. The group 
hosts regular events, as well as 
their educational meetings, involv-
ing sociable dinners, informative 
talks, and guest speakers. 

To speak to someone in the sup-
port group, call their helpline on 
607 879 450, or email annediabet-
ics@gmail.com.

Diabetes support group 
prepares for World 
Diabetes Day on Costa

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

Mijas-based chiropractor Dr Eugen 
Roth spoke to clients and volun-
teers ar the Age Care coffee morn-
ing in Calahonda last week. 

“Small changes can make big 
differences” was the theme of his 
talk which showed how small life-
style changes can have significant 
effects on health and well-being. 
The essence of trying to make any 
change is to have compelling rea-
sons for doing so, he explained, 
such as a need to improve sleep, 
energy, fitness, anxiety or coping 
with stress.  

Diet changes to include more 
fresh vegetables, fruit, nuts and 

seeds as well as certain spices can 
also make a difference said the chi-
ropractor. He stressed the bene-
fits of including a lemon a day in 
a diet and drinking sufficient wa-
ter. It is also important, he said, to 
be aware of habitual patterns 
which may lead to not sleeping 
well or stress and to overcome 
these by relaxation, walking, swim-
ming or making changes. Having 
a long siesta in the afternoon or 
watching exciting films prior to 
going to bed may be reasons for 
difficulty sleeping, he said.    

After the talk the expert an-
swered questions on eating, diet 
and health-related issues.

Chiropractor says small 
changes make big differences

Lesley Berridge and Syd Weldon of Age Care with Eugen Roth. :: SUR 
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Many doctors are  
sceptical but the WHO 
says electromagnetic-
hypersensitivity exists 
and Sweden recognises  
it as a disability  

MALAGA. Margoti Blanco Ayala re-
turned home from a short trip to Ma-
drid and sat down to check her emails. 
Within a very short time she started 
to feel ill and, thinking she had per-
haps picked up a virus, went to bed 
until she felt better. 

Once she had recovered, a couple 
of days later, she sat at her desk to use 
her computer again, and the same 
thing happened. Margoti, who lives 
in Jimena de la Frontera, then discov-
ered that while she had been away 
her husband Guy had upgraded their 
wi-fi Internet to 4G. 

“I was always fine when I used the 
internet in the house before. Noth-
ing ever happened, but all of a sud-
den I started feeling very ill when-
ever I used the computer at home,” 
she says. “So we wondered if it could 
be anything to do with the new 4G 
connection.” 

The next time Margoti tried to use 

the internet at home she was so ill 
that she was rushed to hospital, 
where she stayed for a week and un-
derwent a barrage of tests. The doc-
tors couldn’t find anything wrong, 
and when she was well enough to 
be released they suggested that she 
consult a psychiatrist. 

“I was willing to do that,” she says. 
“It was possible that the cause was 
psychological, because they couldn’t 
find any other reason. I just wanted 
to sort the problem out.” 

But then Guy and Margoti, who 
run a successful estate agency, vis-
ited a house which was about to come 
onto the market, and Margoti went 
upstairs to take photos. “Almost im-
mediately, the symptoms started,” 
she says. “I went back downstairs 
and asked if they had a 4G internet 
router switched on up there, and 
they had. I hadn’t known that, so it 
made me think I was onto some-
thing and the problem isn’t psycho-

Is the Internet affecting our health?

 Fast, powerful wi-fi is almost everywhere we go nowadays but some people believe it is making them ill

Margoti began to suffer symptoms  after her wi-fi was upgraded. :: SUR

logical.” She left the property quickly,  
but still felt so ill that it took her sev-
eral hours to recover. 

The symptoms Margoti suffers are 
not minor. Guy says he thought she 
was having a stroke, on the occasions 
when she was taken ill at home. “Her 
face seemed to change shape,” he says. 
“She couldn’t move and was strug-
gling to speak. Her voice became 
deeper than usual, and her speech 
was slow and slurred.” Margoti says 
it makes her feel paralysed and heavy-
limbed, her mind becomes foggy and 
she is completely unable to concen-
trate on anything. Although she had 
never experienced anything this se-
vere before, she says she had never 
really liked using the internet on her 
mobile phone because it seemed to 
sap her energy, gave her a sensation 
of tightness in her head and some-
times made her feel nauseous. 

Hypersensitivity 
 In Margoti’s case, as all the medical 
tests proved negative, most doctors 
were sceptical of her belief that she 
is responding physically to being 
‘blasted’ by electromagnetic frequen-
cies. However, there is a condition 
called electromagnetic-hypersensi-
tivity (EHS), which is recognised by 

DEBBIE 
BARTLETT

 debbieb.editorial@ymail.com

The town in America 

where wi-fi 

has been banned 

There are no mobile phones or 
wi-fi in the town of Green Bank, 
in West Virginia, because the 
government’s massive, highly 
sensitive Robert C Byrd radio 
telescope is based there and any-
thing which could interfere with 
its listening power is prohibited, 
24 hours a day, every day. 

Because of the telescope, 
Green Bank has been part of a 
government-enforced National 
Radio Quiet Zone since the 
1950s, so the development of 
new technology has somewhat 
passed local residents by. The 
only permitted means of com-
munication in the town and 
within a ten-square-mile radius 
of it are landline telephones 
and very slow wired internet. 

 This may seem inconvenient 
to many, but word has spread 
and the lack of technology has 
unexpectedly brought the 
town an influx of new resi-
dents and regular visitors: 
Green Bank has become a mag-
net for people who believe 
they are electrosensitive.  

Sufferers are arriving in the 
town from all over the USA and 
most say they feel physically 
better. For many, though, 
adapting to a different, tech-
nology-free way of life is not 
proving easy.
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Ten years of patient care
The Foot and Sports Clinic was 
founded by Dr Petr Spurek ten 
years ago. It is a private ortho-
paedic clinic in the centre of Mar-
bella which offers patients reme-
dial and surgical treatment of the 
highest quality.  

The cornerstones of optimal 

treatment and a quick recovery 
are a comprehensive treatment, 
an accurate diagnosis and good 
service. This is precisely the suc-
cess of the clinic.  

On Wednesday 11 October Dr 
Spurek invited friends, colleagues 
and patients to drinks and deli-

cious finger food at the bar Roka 
in Elviria, where over 100 guests 
enjoyed a leisurely late summer 
evening. 

PHILOSOPHY 

The concept of the Foot and 
Sports Clinic Marbella is to en-
sure a complete range of ortho-
paedic patient care with the sup-
port of state-of-the-art equip-
ment and highly specialised and 
trained staff.  

The clinic focuses on the pa-
tient’s individual needs and de-
mands to establish a personal-
ised treatment plan.  Their goal 
is to provide a full range of clini-
cal exploration, diagnostic test-
ing and treatments (conservative 
or surgical) of the highest qual-
ity from the initial consultation 
up to complete rehabilitation.

ADVERTORIAL Foot and Sports Clinic

Dr Spurek (r) with his team at the tenth anniversary celebrations. 

z·   Foot & Sports Clinic 
Marbella. Avda. Ricardo 
Soriano 50, Edificio Terra, 
Local 2, 29600 Marbella. Tel: 
951 968 800. Email: 
info@fscmarbella.com Web: 
www.fscmarbella.com

the World Health Organisation. For 
several years now its website has in-
cluded information about the condi-
tion, and it says that “the symptoms 
most commonly experienced include 
dermatological symptoms (redness, 
tingling, and burning sensations) as 
well as neurasthenic and vegetative 
symptoms (fatigue, tiredness, con-
centration difficulties, dizziness, nau-
sea, heart palpitation, and digestive 
disturbances).” 

The WHO says studies have shown 
that only a few individuals per mil-
lion in a population show signs of 
EHS, although figures from self-help 
groups claim the number is much 
higher. Studies also seem to indicate 
that the problem is worse in some 
countries than others: the reported 
incidence of EHS has been higher in 
Sweden, Germany, and Denmark  
than in the UK, Austria, and France. 
In fact, Sweden was the first country 
to recognise electromagnetic hyper-
sensitivity as a condition of functional 
impairment, or disability. 

One study which concluded de-
finitively that EHS does exist was car-
ried out in 2011 at Louisiana State 
University, where researchers tested 
a woman who claimed to have EHS 
by exposing her without her knowl-
edge to low-level pulsed electromag-
net fields. Every time without fail, 
in less than two minutes she devel-
oped physical symptoms including 
headache, twitching muscles, irregu-
lar heartbeat and others. 

Affecting lives  
The problem is, of course, that wi-
fi and internet are everywhere 

now, because it is a service that 
people expect. Margoti says her 
life is being badly affected by what-
ever is causing her symptoms: she 
has to avoid using the internet and 
regularly has to leave places be-
cause she starts feeling ill. 

The couple changed their home 
wi-fi to a line-of-sight system in 
the hope that this would sort out 
the problem, but it involved a more 
powerful router (300 mbp instead 
of the previous 140) and Margoti  
suffered the same symptoms. She 
therefore believes she may be ex-
tremely susceptible to any type of 
powerful internet system. She has 
tried using a device to block the 
effects, but so far with little suc-
cess. “They say it might not work 
straight away, because it takes peo-
ple time to detox from the unnatu-
ral radiation,” she says. 

While hoping desperately to find 
a way of overcoming this problem, 
Margoti would also be interested 
in hearing whether other people 
have experienced anything simi-
lar, or believe they might be af-
fected. She would also be grateful 
to hear from any doctors who have 
come across similar cases, or  tech-
nical experts who may have infor-
mation which could prove useful.

“I feel paralysed and 
heavy-limbed, my mind 
becomes foggy and I 
lose all concentration”
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Rincón de la Victoria will be 
holding the town’s 4th charity 
paella contest on Sunday in 
aid of organisations that help 
women suffering from breast 
cancer. The charities are 
AMUAXA,  a women’s associa-
tion in Rincón de la Victoria; 
ASAMMA, the association for 
women who have had breast 
cancer surgery; and FMAEC, 
the Malaga foundation for as-
sistance to cancer patients. 
The event will take place in 
the Plaza de la Constitución 
from 12 noon.

CANCER 

ASSOCIATION TO 

BENEFIT FROM 

PAELLA CONTEST

:: E. CABEZAS

The new centre is situated 
in Los Boliches, 
Fuengirola, and covers 
300 square metres 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. The Grupo Dental Clin-
ics group has just opened its new fa-
cilities in Los Boliches, Fuengirola. 
The building, covering more than 
300 square metres, features the lat-
est technology  and a modern, state-
of-the-art design. 

The new clinic is on Avenida de 

Las Salinas, very near the train sta-
tion and one of the busiest areas of  
Los Boliches. This is the fifth Grupo 
Dental Clinics centre on the Costa 
and  there are plans to open new clin-
ics in Nerja and Malaga. 

Hundreds of patients of several 
different nationalities, as well as 
staff and suppliers, attended the 
opening ceremony last Friday      
evening. 

Dr Ariel Bilbao Góngora, owner 
of the Fuengirola clinic, said that the 
new facility aimed to be “a leading 
light in dental care” in the area.

Dental clinic group 
opens fifth local facility

The reception area at the new clinic. :: SUR

Hospital Costa del Sol. :: SUR

:: SUR 

MARBELLA. The Andalucía pub-
lic health service (SAS) has been 
given multiple honours at the na-
tional ‘Best in Class’ awards, which 
recognise the excellent manage-
ment work in hospitals in Spain 
and their high quality of care.  

The Hospital Costa del Sol in 
Marbella was named the best 
hospital in the awards.  

The Hospital Reina Sofia in 
Cordoba won an award for the 
best service given to infectious 
patients and the prize for best 
HIV/AIDS service. 

Four hospitals in Andalucía 
have been named best in Spain 
for each of their specialist serv-
ices. The Antequera Hospital was 
a finalist in the best hospital 
awards as well, according to in-
formation from the Junta.

The Hospital Costa 
del Sol named top 
hospital in Spain 
at ‘Best in Class’ 
awards
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Health centres across the 
province are vaccinating 
“high risk groups” against 
the virus as winter nears 

:: ÁNGEL ESCALERA 

MALAGA. The best way of avoid-
ing flu this winter is to be vaccinated 
against it. The vaccination campaign, 
which began in 191 health centres 
in Malaga province on Monday, is 
aimed at the people who are most 
vulnerable to the virus, which in-
cludes those over 65 years old, 
chronically ill patients, pregnant 
women, medical professionals, com-
munity and public service staff 
(forces, security guards, firefight-
ers), and those who work in prisons. 

The general secretary for Public 
Health at the Junta regional govern-
ment, Josefa Ruiz, explained that al-
though the behaviour of the virus 
is unpredictable, experts believe that 
the number of cases will not be too 
high this year. They have reached 
this conclusion based on results from 
Australia, where the flu season has 
been moderate up to now. 

The flu vaccination is manufac-

tured every year based on recom-
mendations published by the World 
Health Organisation, using data 
tracking the virus’s spread around 
the southern hemisphere, where 
the flu season starts earlier. 

This year, the flu vaccine protects  
against three strains of flu; two type 
A and one type B. Malaga health of-
ficials have ordered 213,956 vaccines 
for the province. 

Anyone who wishes to make an 
appointment to be vaccinated can 
do so in their health centre.  

In addition, to maximise the ac-
cessibility of this programme for peo-
ple older than 65, the highest risk 
category, it is possible to make an ap-
pointment online on the Servicio 
Andaluz de Salud ‘InterSAS’ website. 

Appointments can also be made  
by 24 hour phone service or email, 
through Salud Responde, or by us-
ing the Salud Responde app, which 
is available to download for free on 
all mobile phones.  

People who use the telecare serv-
ice from the Junta de Andalucía can 
also book appointments through that. 

 When those who require vacci-
nation cannot come to the health 

centre due to mobility restrictions, 
a medical professional can come to 
their home to administer the         
vaccination. 

 
Preventing it spreading 
In order to prevent flu, it is impor-
tant to cover your mouth, use dis-
posable tissues and frequently wash 
your hands to protect against the vi-
rus. It can be transmitted through 
the air, coughing, or sneezing. To 
mark the beginning of the vaccina-
tion campaign, the provincial health 

delegate for the Junta, Ana Isabel 
González, accompanied by the 
Malaga-Guadalhorce district health 
director, Maximiliano Vilaseca, and 
the provincial head of public health 
services, Yolanda González, went to 
a central Malaga health centre on 
Monday.  

Those older than 65 who live in 
shared residences or go to day care 
centres will be vaccinated system-
atically, as will those between 65 
and 75 who have never received the 
vaccination before. 

Health service 
launches its annual 
flu jab campaign

A woman receives the flu jab this week in  a central Malaga health centre. :: SUR

 Book by phone:   955 545 050, 
saludresponde@juntadeandalu-
cia.es, Salud Responde app. 

 In your health centre:   You can 
get the jab at your own centre 

 Online:   Via the InterSAS vir-
tual office

HOW TO GET THE FLU JAB
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The ecological beer is 
exported to Sweden, 
India, Germany, Britain 
and other countries in 
a champagne-style 
bottle 

:: VANESSA MELGAR 

RONDA. “This Christmas we can 
uncork a bottle of beer and make 
a toast with it,” joked Jenny Here-
dia, a businesswoman and trainee 
microbiologist from Malaga who 
produces the first ecological craft 
beer in the province under the 
‘Puente Nuevo’ label.  

The new beer has been launched 
in a champagne bottle of 75 cen-
tilitres, sealed with wax. She is cur-
rently making two types of eco-
logical craft beer, a blonde and a 
pale ale. 

“The idea of using a champagne 
bottle came from the process of 
fermentation, which is like the age 
old method of producing cham-
pagne. First, the malt is baked, hops 
are added and it is tipped into a 
tank. There the first fermentation 
is carried out. Then it is left to ma-

ture and then bottled for the sec-
ond fermentation,” explained Here-
dia. It is a process that takes two 
months from start to finish. 

The exports of Puente Nuevo 
continue to grow and it is starting 
to creep into Michelin-starred res-
taurants. The new beer has already 
travelled to Sweden, India, Ger-
many and Britain, among other 
countries.  

“I am receiving the biggest or-
ders from abroad,” she admitted 
and said that 50 per cent of prod-
ucts are sold outside Spain. At pre-
sent, the brewery  produces around 
1,500 litres per month, although 
this figure varies according to the 
demand.  

“We are starting to grow in 
Spain, although we mostly sell to 
gourmets shops,” added Heredia 
who works alongside her partner, 
oenologist José Manuel Cózar. 

Production costs 

At first, this businesswoman did 
not like beer, or so she thought. “I 
did not like mass-produced beer, 
but in London I could get craft 
beers and I discovered that I liked 
them and decided to make an eco-
logical beer myself,” she admitted.  

By ‘going ecological’, production 
costs almost tripled and yet the re-
tail price is similar to the rest of 
craft beers. 

Puente Nuevo uses hops and 
malts from Belgium where, accord-
ing to Heredia, “They are the best. 
They are hard to come by and top 
quality and they do not contain 
any chemicals.” Some of the hops, 
though, are grown locally. 

Heredia is a member of the Aso-
ciación de Mujeres Empresarias y 
Emprendedoras de Ronda y la Ser-
ranía (Association of Women En-
trepreneurs of Ronda and the Ser-
rania), which is run by another 
Ronda businesswoman, Yolanda 
Moreno. Moreno is organising a 
national convention for business-
women in Ronda in November. 

Heredia never imagined that her 
beer was going to be so popular. At 
the moment, there are only two 
types in production, but she has 
another in mind that she is keep-
ing quiet for the moment.  

 “My pale ale is very balanced, very 
round, and I now have a blonde beer 
to accompany it. I also have another 
type of beer to put into production, 
although at the moment it is still 
just in my head,” she said.

Craft beer in a champagne bottle
The first ecological, craft beer in Spain is produced by an entrepreneur in the Serranía de Ronda

Jenny Heredia with a bottle of her ecological craft beer. :: V. MELGAR
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S
everal times a year we 
learn from the local media 
that “Another interna-
tional brand opens a store 

in Puerto Banús…” But it is not a 
one-way street. While new brands 
do indeed set up shop there, others 
leave. As the manager of a Swiss 
watch shop said to me recently, af-
ter confiding that the shop was 
about to close after ten years with 
the loss of 11 jobs, “Puerto Banús is 
not what is used to be”. 

When the chief architect for the 
original Beverly Hills Project, Noldi 

Schreck, was asked by Madrid 
builder José Banús, to draw up a 
master plan for a beach-side com-
plex of high-rise apartment build-
ings on his land in Nueva Anda-
lucía, he argued that a Mediterra-
nean village built around a yacht 
marina would be more attractive. 
At the 1970 opening party no ex-
pense was spared. Costing 48,000 
euros back then, 300 waiters were 
brought down from Sevilla (obvi-
ously at that time there were only a 
few dozen locally) and 50 kilos of 
caviar was flown in. Prince Juan 

Carlos and Sofia of Greece, the Aga 
Khan, Prince Rainier and Grace 
Kelly, Roman Polanski, Hugh Hef-
ner and Christian Barnard were 
among the many famous guests. A 
young Julio Iglesias performed. 

To start a new commercial com-
plex from zero is tough as no-one 
wants to be the first. Banús 
shrewdly gifted front-line premises 
to a few local businesses such as 
Antonio’s Restaurant and Men-
chu’s bar, and the rest fell into 
place. It is alleged that King Fahd 
built his six palaces on the Golden 

Mile not to be near Marbella, rather 
to be close to Puerto Banús. Back 
then the best restaurants were all 
in the port, not the town, and 
places such as Beni’s, Cipriano, 
Club 31 and Antonio’s were obliga-
tory visits. So what do we have 
now? An almost unending variety 
of fast-food places: pizzerias, ‘steak-
houses’, oriental joints, and a hand-
ful of good restaurants with mostly 
over-the-top prices. Local residents 
will almost unanimously tell you 
they never visit the port, since it is 
not what it used to be.

A. J. LINN 
  

HIGHS AND 
LOWS

Master cheesemaker 
Pere Argudo moved to 
Malaga because of the 
quantity and quality of 
milk from the Malagueña 
goats, to satisfy demand 
from France and Italy  

:: ESPERANZA PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. Pere Argudo was born 
in the foothills of the Pyrenees but 
came to Malaga with his family 
three and a half years ago, attracted 
by the abundance and quality of the 
milk from the Malagueña breed of 
goat. He is proud of the fact that his 
extraordinary soft cheeses are tak-
ing the name of Malaga to special-
ist shops and major restaurants in 
Paris, Turin and Milan. “We are one 
of the biggest local exporters. Around 
85 per cent of our production, which 
will be 200 tons this year, goes to 
Italy and France,” he says.  

Lact-Argudo, the company this   
master cheesemaker runs in Campil-
los with his sister Margarita and his 
children, Mateu (25), and Marina (22), 
is not easy to find. It has no website, 
is not on social media, and only re-
cently appointed a local distributor 
(Comercial Galera). 

The reason is that the Argudo fam-
ily came here to satisfy the demand 
of a loyal European clientele who 
wanted more products; it was only 
later that they started exhibiting at 
trade fairs, after joining the Sabor a 
Malaga association.  

“We don’t see the Spanish market 

as our main focus, because this type 
of cheese isn’t in such demand here. 
It isn’t traditional of this region” says 
Pere. “There is no section for cheeses 
like ours in local competitions but 
we are delighted that people like them 
and now that our labels identify our 
cheeses as being made in Malaga we 
are collaborating on promoting the 
quality and variety of local cheeses 
abroad,” he explains.  

Pere Argudo began to make cheese 
from the milk of his own goats when 
he was 23 years old. In the 1980s, 
when the very traditional industry 
began to adapt to the demanding 
European sanitary regulations, he 
was the first producer in the region 
of La Garrotxa (Girona) to obtain a 
sanitary certificate and make his popu-
lar Garrotxa cheese, which nowadays 
is produced in Campillos under the 
name Gris de Montaña.  

“There is a lack of goat milk in 
France and Italy, where the most 
cheese is consumed, so in 2002 I 
started to produce cheese for those 
markets. Even today, more than 50 
per cent of goats milk from Malaga 
goes to France and because of that, 
and its quality, it seemed the perfect 
place to set up a business. A factory 
was up for sale in Campillos, so we 
came here. We modernised it and now 
it is working at full capacity,” says 
Pere.  

Every day, the Quesos Argudo fac-
tory processes 6,000 litres of goat 
milk from local farms and produces 
12 different cheeses, including the 
five specialities it sells under its  own-
name, blue cheeses and others which 
are only made to order.  

In 2016, its ‘Briqueta de cabra’, a 
soft square cheese, won first prize in 
its category at the National Cheese 
Fair in Trujillo. It also makes Timbal 
de Cabra, Pastura, Raclette and the 
Gris de Montaña. 

The process of making soft cheese 
is different to that of hard cheese be-
cause the whey is allowed to drain 
naturally, just being turned occasion-
ally. Soft cheese needs a higher hu-
midity so the rind ripens properly.  

Throughout the whole process, the 
cheeses are looked after as if they 
were babies. Every Thursday, the 
week’s production is rushed by re-

frigerated lorry to be sold in France 
and Italy. Mateu, who shares his fa-
ther’s passion for cheese, is in charge 
of the daily production.  

“We are a team of 14, most of them 
young people who live locally. We can 
process this quantity of milk because 
we have optimised every step of the 
process. We have two shifts, one in 
the morning which carries out the 
production and one in the afternoon 
which does the cleaning (hygiene is 
absolutely essential in cheese produc-
tion). It is hard work but it’s ok -  we 
always make sure there is time for a 
beer or two after work,” he laughs. 

Malaga cheeses are conquering Europe
The Argudo cheese factory in Campillos exports 200 tons of goats cheese to France and Italy each year

Malaga goats cheeses. :: DANIEL MALDONADO

“There is a lack of goat 
milk in France and Italy, 
where most cheese is 
consumed, so I started 
to produce it for those 
markets; more than 50 
per cent of goats milk 
from Malaga goes to 
France” 
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CHARITY 

Theatre performance  
Torremolinos. 28 October, 
8.30pm. Centro Cultural Pablo 
Ruiz Picasso. 6€ 
The production ‘Lisístrata’, per-
formed by the Maravillas Alezeia 
Teatro, will raise money for the 
Cudeca Cancer Hospice.  

Halloween Charity Gala 
Marbella. 28 October, from 8pm. 
Salon Andalusia, Puente Romano.  
Dress up in Halloween costume 
and join Puente Romano’s “A 
Wicked Halloween” Charity Gala 
Dinner. Money raised from this 
event will be given to the Chil-
dren’s Trust which looks after chil-
dren with brain injuries. The gala 
will include a welcome cocktail, 
three-course dinner and a tailor-
made musical for Puente Romano 
featuring cast from London’s West 
End Show ‘Wicked’. Tickets 85€ for 
adults, 45€ for children will in-
clude selected beverages. Email: 
events@puenteromano.com or tel: 
952820900 

Coffee for Cudeca 
Torremolinos. 28 October, from 
11am to 1pm. Mamá CarmenCafé. 
The Mamá Carmen Café is organis-
ing the coffee morning to raise 
funds to help Cudeca through the 
sale of breakfasts.There will also be 
a raffle.  

Dragtastic Halloween Gala 
La Cala de Mijas. 28 October, from 
8pm. Oceano Hotel, Torrenueva.  
The Mapuchi Goldies (Cudeca) 
Drag Queen Gala includes a fashion 
show by Sara Haley and her models 
showcasing the autumn and win-
ter ranges. Johnny Baker will also 
be performing and will be followed 
by the Dragtastic show. Tickets 
50€ include a glass of cava, three-
course meal with half-bottle of 

wine. tel: 952587550 or for more 
information: 663083249.  

Solidarity Party for AFAM 
Mijas. 4 November, from midday. 
AXV Alquería, Mijas. 
Dance groups, monologues, 
Dimitri magician, Latin dance, 
Charanga and belly dancing. Raf-
fle, hair and make-up demonstra-
tions, artisan market etc. Asocia-
ción de Familiares de Enfermos de 
Alzheimer de Mijas.  

ADANA Christmas Fair 
 Estepona. 19 November, Palacio de 
Congresos.   
To reserve a table for this event 
contact Trisha Mansfield on 

trishaa60@gmail.com  
 

FAMA Christmas Fair 
 Mijas Costa. 17 November, 6.30pm. 
Restaurante El Brujo, Urb El Coto.   
The Foundation for Abandoned and 
Mistreated Animals is holding a 
Christmas fair with tombola, raf-
fle, stalls, food. For more informa-
tion tel: 620 354 885. 

TOPS dinner and dance 
Alhaurín el Grande. 4 November, 
Venta La Recta. 16€ 
Tops are holding a dinner and 
dance with live music by Revival, a 
well known and popular band on 
the coast. They will be playing  mu-

sic from the  50s, 60s and 70s up to 
the present day. Funds raised will 
go towards DEBRA, a charity that 

supports children with delicate 
skin and SOS the animal charity. 
Tickets available from Martin’s and 
Cristina’s bookshops in Alhaurín el 
Grande. 

Caritas Christmas Market 
 Marbella. 23-26 November, Palacio 
de Congresos.   
Stands available tel: 607501122 or 
email: caridad@martinez-
meyer.com 

MUSIC & DANCE  

The Wall Bar 
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free.  
227 October. Constanza & Javier. 
Jazz duet. 
28 August. Hermanas Sister. Funk 
and international jazz.   

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. Teatro Cervantes  
3 November, 9pm. 5 November, 
7pm. Puccini’s Turandot in three 
parts. Accompanying the orchetra 
are the Escalonía Santa María de 
la Victoria and The Coro de Ópera 
de Málaga.  
16, 17 November, 8pm. Dvorak’s 
Concerto for violin and orchestra 
in A minor Op 53 with violin 
soloist Andrea Sestakova. 
Followed by Tchaikovsky’s 

:: ANTONIO JAVIER LÓPEZ 

MALAGA. Daniel Buren, the art-
ist who created the design on the 
iconic ‘Cube’ at the Pompidou 
Centre in Malaga Port, is now 
holding an exhibition of some of 
his other work at the same venue.  

At the official opening this 
week, Buren explained that this 
is the only exhibition to mark 
the 40th anniversary of the Paris 
Pompidou Centre that is being 
held outside France. 

Speaking on the 136th anni-
versary of Picasso’s birth, Buren 
told those present that he met 
the genius artist from Malaga in 
France when he was 17 years old 
and studying art. Picasso invited 

him to his studio, and he was 
lucky enough to spend eight af-
ternoons there watching the 
master at work. 

Buren’s temporary exhibition 
at the art centre in Malaga is 

based on geometric compositions 
and plain colours. This artist is 
especially well-known for his ur-
ban art, such as the project on La 
Salve bridge in Bilbao a decade 
ago to mark the 10th anniversary 
of the Guggenheim, and another 
at the Grand Palais in Paris. One 
of his works can now be seen in-
side the Pompidou’s ‘Cube’, tak-
ing on a different appearance as 
the day progresses and the light 
entering the building changes. 

The president of the Pompi-
dou Centre, Bernard Blistene, de-
scribes Daniel Buren as “the spirit 
of the Pompidou”, and says this 
exhibition “gives rise to medita-
tion and contemplation”.

Buren returns to the Cube

 When.  Until 14 January 2018 

 Where.   Pompidou Centre, 
Malaga 

 What. An exhibition of the 
works of Daniel Buren, many of 
them projected onto bare walls.

DETAILS

Buren’s project is based on the projection of geometric shapes. ::  F. GONZÁLEZ

Dragtastic, La Cala de Mijas.

Constanza and Javier, Wall Bar

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra, Malaga
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Symphony nº6 in B minor Op 74 
‘Pathetique’. 
   
Malaga. Auditorio Edgar Neville  
110 November, 8pm. Works by 
Turina(La Procesión de Roció Op 
9), Albéniz, Frühbeck de Burgos, 
Mussorgsky and Ravel.  
www.orquestafilarmonicademala
ga.com 

Greatest Voices 
Fuengirola. 27 October. Salon Vari-
etés. 7.30pm. 
Ricky Lavazza presents a tribute  
to some of the finest voices of all 
time. With special guests Karen 
Danzig and Fibi McGregor. 
http://www.salonvarietesthea-
tre.com 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Chamber concerts 
Malaga. 14 November, 8pm.Audi-
torio del Museo Picasso.  
Quintet for piano and wind instru-
ments  performing works by Mo-
zart and Beethoven. 

Entre Dos Aguas 
 Almuñécar. 28 October, 9pm. Parro-
quia de la Encarnación. 
The Almuñécar Town Choir and 
guest choir O de Cologne will be in 
concert. 

Atarfe Symphonic Orchestra 
 Almuñécar. 29 October, 8pm. Casa 
de la Cultura. 
The orchestra will be performing 
‘Concierto Monográfico Tchaik-
ovsky’ featuring the Fantasy over-
ture from Romeo and Juliet and 
Concerto for Violin and orchestra 
Op 35. Jesús Reina is the soloist.  

Arcos de Buenos Aires Tango 
Estepona. 27 October, 8.30pm. 
Centro Cultural Padre Manuel. 
10€ 
The Arcos de Buenos Aires Tango 
dance company will be perfor-
ming. Tickets tel: 660 753 246 

Violin recital 
 Gibraltar. 9 November, 8pm. Con-
vent Ballroom. 
Violinist Guy Braunstein and pian-
ist Ohad Ben-Ari will be in concert 
at the Convent Ballroom. The pro-
gramme will feature compositions 
for violin and piano by Mozart,Bee-
thoven, Sarasate, Elgar and Tchaik-
ovsky. Tickets £20from Sacarello’s, 
The Silver Shop or www.buytick-
ets.gi Reduced tickets available for 
senior citizens and students from 
John Mackintosh Hall. www.phil-
harmonic.gi. 

FLAMENCO  

 Flamenco Abierto 
Vélez-Málaga. Peña Flamenca 

Niño de Vélez, C/Tejeda. 10pm. 
15€ (three concerts 35€) 
27 October:  Raquel Heredía ‘Le Re-
pompilla’, Manuel de la Curra and 
Rubén Portillo.  
28 October:  Presentation of the 
‘Taller de Bulerías por fiesta’ 5pm. 
Tel: 651332750 (English/French.) 

Flamenco en el Museo 
 Malaga. Museo de Arte Flamenca 
Peña Juan Breva. C/Ramón Fran-
quelo. 
28 October, 8.30pm. Mamen Ruiz, 
Luis ‘El Salao’, Yaya and Carrete. 
29 October, 1pm. Sandra Cisneros 
group with Miguel Astorga, José M. 
Millán’Manú’ and Sandra Cisneros.. 
Reservations: 687 607 526 

Paola Almodovar 
 Almuñécar. 27 October, 8.30pm. 
Casa de la Cultura. 10€ 
With guest artist Iván Vargas.  

Música en familia 
 Torremolinos. Centro Cultural  Pa-
blo Ruiz Picasso. Free. 
27 October, 8pm. Dúo Belcorde 
will be playing tracks fromwell 
known films. 
28 October, noon. Dúo Belcorde 
will be playing tracks from Frozen, 
Beauty and the Beast, The Lion 
King and The Little Mermaid. 

Daniel Casares 
 Malaga. 27 October, 24 November, 
22 December, 12 January, 9pm. 
Picasso Museum. 25€ 
 Daniel Casares will be performing 
‘Picassares’, a concert in tribute to 
Pablo Picasso and the 14th anniver-
sary of the Picasso museum. Tick-
ets www.ticketea. >

Guy Braunstein, Gibraltar

:: JENNIE RHODES 
GRANADA. Tickets are already 
on sale for the 38th International 
Jazz Festival in Granada. This year’s 
programme includes nine concerts 
taking place in the auditorio Manuel 
de Falla, Centro Lorca and Teatro 
Isabel la Católica. 

The City of Granada Orchestra 
will be under the direction of Pe-
ter Biely, composer and musician 
David Defries and the New Gut-
bucket Academy, and will be  open-
ing the festival on Thursday 2 No-
vember in Auditorio Manuel de 
Falla, offering a programme include 
arrangement of Duke Ellington, 
Billy Strayhorn and original com-
positions by David Defries.  

The Kyle  Eastwood Quintet will 
be presenting their newest project, 
In Transit, on Friday 3 November 
at the Teatro Isabel la Católica and 
the Jacky Terrasson Trio will also 
be playing there on Saturday 4 de 
November.  

The Robert Glasper Trio, along 
with DJ Sundance, will be cross-
ing the boundaries of jazz, hip 
hop, R&B and rock’n’ roll at the 
Teatro Centro Lorca, on Sunday 
5 November. 

On Wednesday 8 November, 
the cultural association, Ool-Ya-

Koo will be giving an exclusive 
concert, directed by Bob Sand-
sun when they will be perform-
ing works for big bands at the  
Teatro Isabel la Católica.  

Other performances will come 
from saxaphonist, Ernesto Aurig-
nac, trumpeter, Wallace Roney 
and the Ron Carter Golden 
Striker Trio and closing the fes-
tival on Sunday 12 November 
will be Zenet.

Granada Jazz Festival

Saxaphonist, Ernesto Aurignac will be performing. ::  SUR..

 When: 2 until 12 November 

 Where: Various venues, Gra-
nada city 

 Tickets: Teatro Isabel la 
Católica box office: Tel: 958222 
907 Website: www.redentra-
das.com. or www.jazzgranada.es

 INFORMATION

:: TONY BRYANT 
TORREMOLINOS.  The post of-
fice in Avdenida Palma de Mal-
lorca in Torremolinos is currently 
hosting a new exhibition of pho-
tographs based on the Camino 
de Santiago. 

Known in English as The Way 
of Saint James, the camino is a 
network of routes to the shrine 
of the apostle, Saint James the 
Great, in Santiago de Compos-
tela in Galicia.  The route is a form 
of spiritual path that finishes in 
the cathedral in Santiago, where 
tradition claims that the remains 
of the saint are buried. 

The exhibition consists of 57 
photographs, all of which are part 
of a recent photographic compe-
tition that focused on the popu-
lar Christian pilgrimage that be-
gan in the Middle Ages.  

This exhibition, which is free, 
has been visiting different Span-
ish cities throughout 2017 with 
the aim of promoting the Camino 
de Santiago, and Torremolinos is 
its first stop in Andalusia. 

Organised by the Spanish post 
office and La Comunidad de Pere-
grinos (association of pilgrims), 
the exhibition will continue un-
til Thursday 2 November.

Camino de Santiago 
exhibition

The exhibition is situated in the post office in Torremolinos.  ::  SUR
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LECTURES  

U3A Lectures 
Fuengirola. Lux Mundi reference 
Library, free to members, guests 
5€. Email: u3afuengi-
rola@gmail.com 
MMixed bag talk: ‘The Golden Road’. 
31 October, 11am-12.30pm. Ian 
Phillips will talk about the Silk 
Road in Central Asia, then and now.  

FESTIVALS 

Día de los Santos 
Malaga. 1 November.  
Across the whole of Spain there are 
celebrations for All Saints Day.  

Día del Tostón 
Marbella. 1 November.  
The first day of November every 
year is the Día de Tostón or roast 
chestnut day. Celebrated with pic-
nics and roasted chestnuts. 

Fiesta del Conejo 
Parauta. 11 November.  
The town will be promoting one of 
its most important culinary tradi-
tions offering rabbit cooked in vari-
ous ways. Folk music and dancing, 
flamenco and tastings. 

Feria del Jamón 
Campillos. 12 November.  
Around 60 companies will be of-
fereing jamón as well as other pork 
products. There will also be live 
music, activities for children etc.  

EVENTS  

All Saints’ Day, Mexican style 
 Malaga. 31 October, 2pm until 2am. 
AlCasa Bar, C/Pozo del Rey 7. Free. 
A typical altar and traditional 
‘Catrinas’(elegant ghosts). ‘Catrina’ 
make-up 8€ or two for 15€, 
Mexican food tastings. Book: 
696045701 

Halloween in the gardens 
 Torremolinos. 28 October, 4.30-
8pm. Jardín Botánico Molina de 
Inca. 
Worshops, face painting, story 
telling, magic show and games. 
Teams of up to five must contain at 
least one adult.  

Halloween celebrations 
Almuñécar. 31 October and 1 No-
vember from 5pm, Plaza del 
Ayuntamiento. 
Bouncy castle, ‘buñuelos’ (fried 
buns filled with chocolate or 
cream), face painting, Mexican pas-
tries, Elenco companytheatrical 
performance etc. 

Estepona. 31 October, 9pm Plaza 
del Reloj. Free. 
A bouncy castle for the little ones 
early evening and the terrifying 
games start at 9pm in various 
points around the town. The games 
consist of various missions to 
escape from monsters and zombies 
acted by the La Farándula theatre 
group. Each participant has two 
lives (coloured bracelets) which 
will be lost if touched by a monster. 
When both lives are lost the victim 
becomes a monster...Registration 
to join in from 8pm in Calle Villa. 
  
La Herradura. 28-31 October from 
8pm. Castillo La Herradura.. 
‘El Castillo de Terror’ organised by 
the Grupo Enebro and the town 
hall.  
 
Torre del Mar. 31 October. C/ Del 
Mar, C/Dr. Fleming , C/San Martín 
and Paseo Larios. 
Processions, children’s activities 
including face paintings and bal-
loon modelling. For adults the 
‘Pasaje del Terror’ will open at 
9pm in Paseo Larios.  
 
Torremolinos. 31 October, starts at 
5pm until midnight. La Plaza de La 
Nogalera. 
‘The Terror Mansion’ will be 
situated in the plaza. There will be 
a fancy dress competition for 
adults and children, with 
registration in the square. Live 
music will begin at 10pm. 

Diwali Mela Festival of Lights 
 Torremolinos. 28 October, from 
6.30pm. Plaza Nogalera. 
Indian music, foods, henna tattoos, 
Bollywood dances etc.  

Painting competition 
 Malaga. 29 October, registration 9-
11am. Museo Picasso Málaga. Free. 
There are two categories, adults 
and children. Techinique is open 
and participants must bring ther 
own materials. The work must 
reflect the zone around the Picasso 
Museum. Paintings to be finished 
and handed in by 4pm. First prize  
1,500 euros, 2nd, 1,000 euros and 
thirs 500 euros. Children’s prizes 
include an easel, canvas and paints 
for first, canvas and paints for 
second and  paints for third. 
wwwaplama.com   

International bird competition 
 Torremolinos. Until 29 October, 
Palacio de Congresos. Free. 
Breeders from six European 
countries will be competing at this 
competition with around 3,500 
canaries. There will also be stands 
selling merchandise.  The public 
can view the birds from 10am to 
2pm, 4-9pmon Friday, all day on 
Saturday and 10am to 2pm Sunday. 

>

:: TONY BRYANT 
MIJAS. Lovers of live music will 
enjoy the winter programme of 
concerts presented at the Que 
Bowling ten-pin bowling alley 
in Las Lagunas throughout No-
vember. 

Organised by Martyn Wood, 
the man behind Big M promo-
tions, and sponsored by Central 
FM, the winter programme will 
present some of the most popu-
lar tribute acts on the Costa del 
Sol. 

Under the banner of Que Mu-
sic, which began in September, 
a broad selection of local musi-
cians  and bands has been lined 
up, including Los Thunders, Hon-
key Tonk Cats, Queen of Magic 
and the Metal Gods. 

Los Thunders, an ACDC trib-
ute band, will perform on 3 No-
vember, while the following 
week will present local Rolling 
Stones tribute, Honky Tonk Cat. 
Also scheduled to appear will be 
Queen of Magic, on 17 Novem-
ber, and the Metal Gods, a heavy 
metal band who will serve up 
some of the most classic rock an-
thems on 24 November. 

The concerts begin at 9.45pm 
each Friday night, and there will 
also be a Abba tribute gig on Sat-
urday 12 November. This prom-
ises to be an excellent night for 
lovers of disco, as this act covers 
classic hits like Dancing Queen, 
Mama Mia and Take a Chance on 

Me. 
Entry to all performances is 

free. The venue holds around 300 
people and there is ample free 
parking for around 500 vehicles. 

Those who like bowling can 
take advantage of their special 
offer of a game of bowls, a ham-
burger and a beer for seven euros.  

Big M promotions is currently 
organising more tribute  concerts 
to continue throughout Decem-
ber and the winter months. 

Que Bowling is situated on the 
Camino de Coín (Mijas golf road) 
in Las Lagunas, in front of the 
Aldi supermarket.

Live music and bowling

Los Thunders are appearing in Las Lagunas in November.    :: SUR         

 What: Live tribute shows, 
featuring some of the coast’s 
top musicians. 

 Where: Que Bowling, Las La-
gunas. 

  When: Every Friday  at 
9.45pm.

 DETAILS

:: TONY BRYANT 

MARBELLA. The Magpie Inter-
national Art Gallery in Marbella 
is to host an exhibition of paint-
ings by renowned French artist, 
Bernard Aubertin.  

Red and Fire is a collection of 
his intriguing compositions that 
are characteristically splashed 
bright red. The artist sought to 
bring out the depth of the colour, 
and in turn, what he called the 
pictorial essence.  

The colour red evokes violence, 
blood and fire, and it also embod-
ies an infinite and anonymous pu-
rity. Many of the works consist of 
abstract compositions with infi-
nite variations created by the 
spontaneous nature of flame. 

Bernard Aubertin was inspired 
by fellow French artist, Yves Klein. 
He too worked passionately 
within the field of monochrome, 
a style that he adamantly adhered 
to throughout his career. Auber-
tin chooses a vibrant red hue just 
as Klein famously worked in blue.  

The exhibition, held in collabo-
ration with the Italian art gallery, 
Toro Arte Contemporáneo, will 
begin with a special inauguration 

at 6pm on Saturday 4 November.  
Following the inauguration 

ceremony, there will be a show 
by Rebeca Ortega, a flamenco 
dancer from Seville known for 
her strong sense of rhythm, ex-
pression, elegance and skill exe-
cuting the purest styles of dance. 
Tickets for the flamenco show 
cost 10 euros. 

The Rojo y Fuego exhibition 

can be viewed from Monday to 
Friday between 10am and 2pm 
and 4.30pm to 8.30pm, until 
Tuesday 19 December. 

The Magpie Art gallery is situ-
ated in the heart of Marbella in 
the Calle Virgin de Pilar.

Evoking blood and fire 

Bernard Aubertin creating his Rojo y Fuego art. ::  SUR

z·   Information : 
www.magpie.international

z·   information : 
www.costadeldisco.com 

Canaries, Torremolinos

Día del Tostón, TMarbella
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TAPAS Christmas Craft Fair 
Coín. 4 November, from 11am to 
2pm. El Cruce. 
Home made crafts, jams and pre-
serves, pottery, cards, knitted 
items and a children’s corner. 

Trip to Alcalá La Real 
 Torre del Mar. 8 November. Various 
departure points. 39€ 
Transport, travel insurance, guided 
visit inside and outside the La 
Mota fortress, a visit to the cheese 
factory, lunch included. Lux 
Mundi Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 
334 or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org 

Fashion Show 
 Torre del Mar. 8 November, 3.30 - 
4pm. 4€ 
An opportunity to purchase new 
and nearly new clothes, shoes and 
accessories. There will be a 
welcome drink and refreshments 
available to purchase during the 
interval. Lux Mundi Torre del Mar. 
Tel:952 543 334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Autumn hiking trails 
 Mijas. Every Saturday and Sunday 
at 9.15am.  
Guided hiking trails through the 
beautiful Mijas countryside. More 
details from the Mijas town hall 
tourist information office. Tel: 952 
589 034 or email: 
turismo@mijas.es 

Remembrance Day service 
Malaga. 12 November, 10am. St. 
George’s Church 
The service will be followed by a 
wreath laying ceremony in the 
English Cemetery.  

The Women of Malaga 
Malaga. 31 October; 7, 14, 21, 28 
November. Starting from C/Trini-
dad Grund at 9.30am. 
Ten routes will take visitors around 
the city tracing references to fa-
mous Malaga women like Trini-
dad Grund, Victoria Kent, Rosa 
de Gálvez and Sabina Muchart. 
The second phase of the activity 
will include a visit to the archeo-
logical collection in the Museo 
de Málaga to illustrate the rele-
vance of women during differ-
ent historical eras. The event 
‘Mujeres en Ruta’ was the idea of 
the Instituto Andaluz de la Mu-
jer (IAM) and the Cultopia com-
pany. Email: cmu-
jer.malaga.iam@juntadeandalu-
cia.es 

Trip to botanical gardens 
 Torre del Mar.23 November. Various 
departure points. 15€ 
Vist to Gúzman garden centre, 

Torremolinos and the Molina de 
Inca botanical gardens. Lux Mundi 
Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or 
e-mail: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

TIMS Christmas Carol Concert 
La Cala de Mijas. 12 December, La 
Cala de Mijas town hall.  
The TIMS choir will be perform-
ing their yearly Christmas Carol 
concert and this year marks a 
special milestone for them, they 
will have been performing for 
Mijas  Ayuntamiento for over 15 
years. 

RAFA Costa de Sol Christmas 
dinner and dance 
Mijas Costa. 15 December 7.30m. 
Hotel Tamisa Golf. 35€ 
The Royal Air Forces Association-
Costa del Sol branch is holding its 
annual Christmas dinner and 
dance. Dress smart, dinner jacket 
optional. Tickets from the hotel or 
tel: 952 567 412. www.rafacosta-
delsol.co.uk  

EXHIBITIONS 

José F. Ríos 
Estepona. Until 31 October. Plata-
forma del Arte Huber, C/San Anto-
nio 17. 
An exhibition of works by painter 
and sculptor  José F. Ríos. 

Victor Tristante 
Estepona. From 1 until 20 Decem-
ber. Patio Top Garden Furniture, 
Ctra A7 km. 163. Urb El Pirata. 
An exhibition by local artist Vic-
tor Tristante. Inauguration party 
6 October 7-9pm. Meet the artist 
while having a drink and nibbles.  
More info at www.patio-topgar-
den.es or estepona@patio-topgar-
den.es 

Shutterbugs 
 Alhaurín el Grande. Until 27 Octo-
ber. Casa de la Cultura.  
Fifty six photos will be on display 
including black and white and 
monochrome. www.shutterbugs-
spain.org 

Museum Jorge Rando 
Malaga. From 6 November until 
25 February. Cruz del Molinillo,   
A temporary exhibition entitled 

‘Nacerán Nuevas Auroras’ (the 
Birth of Colour) is currently on dis-
play. The museum also holds po-
etry and musical events.kon-
takt@museojorgerando.org. 

Female artists and surrealism  
Malaga. Until 28 January.  
Misunderstood, fighters and re-
bels, in some cases eclipsed or 
abused by their male partners, 
their lives and reactions to criti-
cism and social convention re-
flected in their art.   

Miguel Trillo 
Malaga. Until 25 November, Exhi-
bition room at the Rectorada of 
the University of Malaga.  
‘Cromasíaticos’ is the title of this 
exhibition of photographs of street 
gang members from the Far East. 

Memento Mori 
Malaga. Until 28 November, Gale-
ria Alfajar opposite the gardens of 
Malaga Cathedral.  
A collective exhibition with 
death as its theme. Death is of-
ten depicted in art and included 
in the exhibition are sculptures 
by Javier Huescas and paintings 
of cemetaries by Francisco Car-
reño and Javier Hidalgo. 

Francisco Leiro 
Malaga. Until 7 January. Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 
An exhibition of sculptures com-
pleted over the last decade by 
Galician artist Francisco Leira 
whose work reflects fragility 
and human vulnerability.   >

:: TONY BRYANT 
MARBELLA.  The Villa Tiberio 
restaurant in Marbella is holding 
its annual fundraising gala eve-
ning on Sunday 5 November. 

The gala dinner, held in aid of 
the Cudeca Cancer Hospice and 
Unicef, will be hosted by Selina 
Mackenzie of Talk Radio Europe 
and the event will include live 
entertainment, an auction, a raf-
fle, as well as a spectacular fire-
work display to celebrate the Guy 
Fawkes night. 

Well-known Marbella DJ, 
Steve Cline, will the host the 
charity auction and raffle and so 
there will be plenty fun and 
amusement for all the family. 

Tickets, which cost €75 each, 
will include a gourmet dinner 
and entry for the auction and raf-
fle. Twenty-five euros from each 
ticket sale will be donated to 
Cudeca and Unicef.   

Owned and run by fabled res-
taurateur, Sandro Morelli - for-
mer owner of Fulham Road’s leg-
endary Barbarella 1 and 11 restau-
rants - Villa Tiberio is an interna-
tionally renowned restaurant 
that attracts royalty, diplomats, 
and international celebrities.  

The event will start at 7.30pm 
on Sunday 5 November.  

Reservations can be made on-
line at villatiberio@hotmail.com 
or by telephone: 952771799.

Guy Fawkes gala 
fundraising dinner 

Guests enjoy last year’s event at the Villa Tiberio.  ::  SUR

Victor Tristante, Estepona

Rando ‘Auroras’, Malaga
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EXHIBITIONS 

Bad Taste 
Malaga. Until 14 January. La 
Térmica, Avda de Los Guindos, 48. 
The exhibition forms part of the 
Festival de Cultura Basura. ‘Subur-
ban culture’ take centre stage ac-
companied by conferences and 
prose by the filmaker and writer 
John Waters.  

‘Picassiano’ 
 Malaga. Until 21 January. Casa Natal 
de Picasso, Plaza de la Merced. 
The exhibition entitled ‘Guernica y 
Otros Disatres’ aims to bring a new 
approach to Guernica, Picasso’s 
mural showing the horrors of war, 
on the 80th anniversary of the 
bombing of the village.  

Artistas Eclécticos 
 Mijas. Until 31 October. Mijas TRH 
Hotel 
The Last Days Of Summer is an ex-
hibition of works by Sinikka Aho-
kas-Gröhn, Elaine Carlton, Margit 
Björklund and Richard Wood. 

Dalí 
 Mijas. Until 6 November. Casa de la 
Cultura, Las Lagunas. C/San Va-
lentín. 
An exhibition about Salvador Dalí 
with his works split into five cate-
gories, Dalí and Don Quixote, Gala, 
erotisicm and Dalí, surrealism and 
paranoia, religion. 

Julia Casado 
 Mijas. From 4 November until 30 

November. Hotel TRH Mijas, C/Ta-
misa, Mijas Pueblo. 
The inauguration of this exhibition 
is 4 November  5-7.30pm. Tel: 635 
250 240 www.juliacasado.com  

Inland Art Group 
 Alhaurín el Grande. From 31 october 
until 10 November. Casa de la Cul-
tura. 
Members of the art group will be 
displaying their work. More info: 
marjoriearthurs@hotmail.co.uk 

Arja Linteri 
 Torre del Mar. Until 30 November 
Restaurant Con Corazon Mari, 
C/Copo 42, Edf. Caracola. 
An exhibition entitled ‘Lo Largo 
del Camino’. 

Nerja se Recuerda 
Nerja. Until 5 November. Museo 
de Nerja. 4€ entry. 
An exhibition of paintings by artist 
Maurice Zalcman who spent much 
of his life painting the town and 
surrounding countryside of Nerja. 

>

:: JENNIE RHODES 
MARO. Although Halloween 
celebrations are becoming more 
commonplace in the Axarquía a 
with town halls organising 
events such as fancy dress pa-
rades, nowhere puts on a Hal-
loween party quite like the small 
village of Maro, which belongs 
to Nerja.  

Each year residents decorate 
the streets on 31 October and, 
along with hundreds of visitors, 
go all out with an array of terri-
fying and impressive costumes 
to celebrate this spookiest of 
nights! 

A traditional element of Ma-
roween has always been roast 
chestnuts and baked sweet po-
tatoes, which are traditionally 
eaten at this time of year. More 
than 400 kilos of chestnuts will 
be prepared as well as over 400 
baked sweet potatoes. 

There will be a street parade, 
fancy dress and photography 
competitions, live music and 
food trucks, as well as face paint-
ing and other children’s activi-
ties. 

The event will begin at 5pm 
on the square by the village 
church and continue into 1 No-
vember, which is All Saints’ Day 

with talks and a visit to the 
Nerja Caves. Numbers are lim-
ited. Visit Facebook: Maroween 
for details and reservations. 

Other Axarquía towns to be 
organising Halloween activities 
include Caleta de Vélez. There 
will be a number of activities 
aimed at children starting at 
5pm and the party will go on 
into the night.

Halloween - Maroween 

Halloween is celebrated in Maro every year. ::  SUR

 When: 31 October 

 Where: Maro / Caleta 

 Contact: Facebook: Marow-
een. For Caleta: www.velez-
malaga.es

 INFORMATION

Arja Linteri, Torre del Mar
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B
enalmádena will be 
hosting the Interna-
tional Festival of Short 
and Independent Films 

(FICCAB) from 2 to 5 November, 
an event which is expected to at-
tract large numbers of film fans. 

The main objective of the fes-

tival is to enable these films, 
which will never be shown in 
commercial cinemas, to reach a 
wider audience; they are alterna-
tive and different, but do appeal 
to many. Unusual, but at the 
same time renowned, directors 
will be gathering in this town on 
the Costa del Sol to present their 
latest works.   

For many, FICCAB will be a 
trampoline onto bigger things, 
thanks to the format of short 
films, a genre which is becoming 
increasingly popular and not only 
among young people.  

This year, 19 short films have 
been accepted for the competi-
tion, from over 600 hopefuls. 
Among them will be not only 
Spanish directors but also some 
from abroad. Entries have been 
received from France, Mexico, 
Australia and the UK, among 
others. 

All the competing films will be 
judged by a panel of experts who 
are linked in one way or another 
with the seventh art.  

This year for the first time, the 
event will include a cycle dedi-
cated to the Russian Revolution, 
which took place 100 years ago.  

Also, on Friday 3 November at 
9pm there will be a special scree-
ning in the Casa de Cultura in 
Arroyo de la Miel of a documen-
tary about the roots of flamenco 
and a medium-length film about 
the experiences of a family of 
gypsy artists who moved to Den-
mark to promote flamenco there. 

The organisers of the festival 
have decided to extend it to all 
three areas of the municipality 
of Benalmádena, so for the se-
cond year, there will also be a 
Film Tapas Route, which starts 
on the same day as FICCAB and 
will continue until Sunday 
12th. More than 30 bars and 
restaurants are expected to 
take part, offering unusual ta-
pas named after films for just 
2.50 euros. 

There will also be live music 
and street theatre performances 
in different Benalmádena while 
the festival is taking place.

The screenings will take place at the Casa de la Cultura in Arroyo de la Miel. :: SUR Photo from last year’s film festival. :: SUR

Independent film  
on the Costa del Sol 

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA

3 DAYS IN BENALMÁDENA  
Car + festival 

Journey time: 20 minutes from Malaga.  
Film festival: 8 hours.  
Visiting places of interest: 5 hours.  

What to see 
 The Bil Bil castle:  A building in 
neo-Mudejar style, built in 
Benalmádena Costa in 1927. 
Avda Antonio Machado 78, 
29630 Benalmádena 
 
 Colomares Castle:  A remarkable 
building which pays tribute to 
the Discovery of America. 
Ctra. del Sol - El Viñazo, 29639 
Benalmádena 
 
 Church of St. Domingo de Guz-
mán:  Situated in Benalmádena 
Pueblo. 
Plaza Santo Domingo s/n, 29639 
Benalmádena 
 
SStupa of La Iluminación: Bud-
dhist monument in 
Benalmádena Pueblo. 
Paraje El Retamar s/n, 
29639 Benalmádena 
 
Puerto Marina: Marina and lei-
sure port in Benalmádena. 
 
Butterfly park. Calle Muérdago 
s/n, 29630 Benalmádena. 

QUICK GUIDE

JAVIER ALMELLONES

g p f

Sevilla

Málaga

Córdoba

Huelva

Cádiz Benalmádena
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EXHIBITIONS 

Homes, Real Estate and Art 
Fuengirola. Until 3 December, 
Homes, Avda Los Boliches. 
In her first exhibition entitled Pa-
tronas y Acuarelas, Barbara López 
demonstrates her spontaneous, or-
ganic style with sinuous and liquid 
forms and wide use of colour.   

Galería Centro de Bellas Artes 
Cómpeta. Until 28 October. C/San 
Antonio. 
An exhibition of works by Jaime 
Adan. www.galeriacentro.com 

Galería Krabbe 
Frigiliana. Until 2 December. 
Galería Krabbe, C/Rosario La 
Joaquín.  
Armagedon and Haiku Fractual is 
the name of this exhibition which 
includes works by both Dorthe 
Krabbe and Jacinto Lara. 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-
niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
Blade Runner: 19.30 
The Only Living Boy in New 
York: 22.15 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
    The Secret of Marrowbone: 
12.15  17.00(every day), 19.15, 
21.30 (Mon, Thurs) 
Thor: Ragnarok: 12.30, 17.10 
(every day); 19.50, 22.30 (Mon, 
Thurs) 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
The Secret of Marrowbone:  
12.25, 17.00 (every day, 19.15, 
21.30 (Mon, Thurs) 
Thor: Ragnarok: 12.05, 16.15, 
18.45 (every day) 
Blade Runner 2049:  21.10, 23.50 
(every day). 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
Blade Runner 2049: 15.30 (Sat, 
Sun, Wed) 
The Secret of Marrowbone : 

15.45 (Sat, Sun, Wed); 18.00, 
20.15 (every day except Tues), 
18.15 (Tues); 22.45 (every day)  
The Nut Job 2: Nutty by Nature:; 
16.10 (Sat, Sun, Wed); 18.10 (every 
day)  
Thor: Ragnarok: 15.45 (Sat, Sun, 
Wed); 18.15, 20.30, 22.45 (every 
day). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Annabelle: Creation: 0.00 (Wed) 
Blade Runner 2049: 12.05 (Sat, 
Sun); 23.40 (Fri, Sat, Tues) 

The Secret of Marrowbone: 
12.45 (Sat, Sun); 16.45, 19.00, 
21.15 (every day); 23.30 (Fri, Sat, 
Tues) 
Thor Ragnarok: 12.30, 15.15 (Sat, 
Sun), 18.00, 20.45 (every day); 
23.30 (Fri, Sat, Tues) 

Cinesur    
Fuengirola, Centro Comercial 
Miramar. 
www.facebook.com/miramarcent
rocomercial/   
Woody Allen season: 16.00, 20.00                      
Celebrity: 2 November.    
Sweet and Lowdown: 9 
November.  

>

MALAGA. Across the whole of  
Spain, the 1st November is an im-
portant day. It is Día de Todos los 
Santos or All Saints’ Day and in 
other Latin countries, Day of the 
Dead, but it isn’t a macabre event 
in any way. It is the day when 
families remember loved ones 
who have passed away and get to-
gether in cemeteries to visit the 
resting places of their relatives. 
Many spend a few days before-
hand cleaning, painting and lay-
ing fresh flowers around the niche 
in preparation for the special day.  

More flowers are sold at this time 
of the year than any other and the 
cemeteries become adorned with 
colourful floral offerings.   

Families may take food to en-
joy at the cemetery, especially the 
traditional sweet cakes such as 
‘huesos de santos’ (saints’ bones), 
‘borrachuelos’ (drunken cakes) 
and ‘buñuelos’ (fried pastries filled 
with chocolate or cream; it was 
believed with each one eaten, a 
soul was saved from purgatory). 

Many traditions are dying out, 
there used to be three consecu-
tive masses held on 2 November, 
one for the souls trapped in pur-
gatory and the other two for the 
families of the dead. It was also 
usual to go to the theatre on the 
day and watch ‘Don Juan Tenorio’ 
by José Zorilla, mainly because 
the last act is held in a cemetery 
and the dialogue is about death.  

In other Latin countries where 
1st November is celebrated as Día 
de Los Muertos (Day of the Dead),   
families remember their dead rela-

tives in much the same way.  
In Mexico, the celebrations for 

the Día de los Muertos’ are a mix-
ture of Aztec and Chritian tradi-
tions. ‘La Catrina’ (the elegant 
skeleton) is an iconic figure rep-
resenting death and is depicted 
by a female skeleton, usually grin-
ning broadly, wearing an elegant, 
colourful dress. Elaborate altars 
are set up and decorated with can-
dles and everyday objects that the 
deceased person used. 

For a chance to see an authentic 
Catrina, or even to get made-up like 
one, visit the AlCasa bar, Calle Pozo 
del Rey in Malaga on 31st October 
from 2pm. Make-up is eight euros 
for one person, 15€ for two. Book 
by telephoning 696045701. The bar 
will have traditional Mexican food 
and a decorated altar. 

The Museo Precolombino Fe-
lipe Orlando in Benalmádena has  
an example of one of these altars    
set up especially for the celebra-
tions and which is on display un-
til 6 November.     

Día de Todos los Santos

A ‘Catrina’, AlCasa Bar Malaga.

When: 1 November 

What: People all over Spain 
remember their loved ones who 
have passed away.

INFORMATION

Día de Todos los Santos, Malaga.

Dorthe Krabbe, Frigiliana

Homes & Art, Fuengirola, 
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Sergio García in front of his adoring public. :: EFE

The Spaniard wins the 
Andalucía Masters for 
the second time and 
returns to the world 
top ten  

:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

SAN ROQUE. Sergio García has 
various reasons to be happy these 
days. Throughout the Andalucía 
Masters competition held at Val-
derrama over the weekend, the 
Spanish golfer was congratu-
lated for a number of things: 
his recent marriage, the 
news he will soon become 
a father, his inclusion as 
an honorary life mem-
ber of the European 
Tour, and his epic win 
in the Masters in 
Augusta. However, now 
he can add victory at 
Valderrama to the list - 
a victory that caps off his 
most successful season in 
his career so far. 

García, who was not only 
the host of the tournament 
through his charitable founda-
tion, but also the favourite among 
the home crowd, saw off strong 
competition from Dutchman Joost 
Luiten, with whom he shared the 
lead on Thursday and who scored 

a spectacular albatross on Friday 
with perhaps the best shot ever 
seen at Valderrama. 

On hole 15, Luiten attacked the 
lead García had earned by Sunday, 
but a bogey on the 16th, followed 
by a strong reaction by the Span-
iard (a birdie on the 17th) meant 
that, as in 2011, the trophy would 
go to García. 

The Castellón-born golfer fin-
ished with 67 strokes, 12 under par, 
one ahead of than Luiten. 

Strong support 
Some 40,000 people at-

tended over the course of 
the four days, made up of 

numerous nationalities 
but unanimous in their 
support for García. 

Following the two 
runaway leaders were 
Daniel Brooks (-7), Ja-
mie Donaldson (-5) and 
Wade Ormsby (-4) to 

make up the top five. 
Alejandro Cañizares, the 

only local player making 
the cut, finished four over 

par. 
García dedicated the victory 

to his wife, Angela, and the child 
they are expecting. “They deserve 
it,” he said. “I’ve been fighting all 
week so I could give them some-
thing. Luckily it worked out well.”

Sergio García caps off the best 
season of his career with 
victory at Valderrama

The start of the ten-
kilometre first stage will 
have the city’s Centre 
Pompidou as backdrop 

:: SERGIO CORTÉS 

MALAGA. The image of Malaga and 
its iconic Centre Pompidou cube will 
dominate the opening stage of the 

Vuelta a España next year when the 
province once more plays host to the 
starting point. 

It has been confirmed that the 2018 
race will get under way in Malaga 
with an individual time trial starting 
at the cube designed by Daniel Bu-
ren, before embarking on a ten-kilo-
metre route which will finish in the 
centre, on Calle Márques de Larios. 

This is the third time that the capi-
tal of the Costa del Sol has hosted the 
start of the race; it did so in 2000 and 
2006, while Puerto Banús was cho-
sen in 2016. 

The Vuelta will start on 25 August 
2018, later than usual, as the Tour de 
France has also been put back so that 
it doesn’t clash with the football 
World Cup Finals in Russia.

Next year’s Vuelta to kick off 
with time trial in Malaga city

The Centre Pompidou in Malaga. :: SUR
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García celebrates his triumph 
with wife Angela. :: EFE

1. Sergio García (-12)                                            

2. Joost Luiten  (-11)                                                

3. Daniel Brooks (-7)                                                 

4. Jamie Donaldson (-5)                                          

5. Wade Ormsby (-4)                                                 

6. Anders Hansen (-3)                                              

12. Adrián Otaegui (-1)                                        

-. Pablo Larrazábal (-1)                                        

36. Alejandro Cañizares (+4)

FINAL STANDINGS
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The Malaga swimmer 
crossed between the 
islands of Tenerife and 
Gran Canaria with the 
objective of rebuilding 
an orphanage in India  

:: CARLOS J. MARTÍNEZ 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. 
Malaga swimmer Christian Jon-
geneel (Rincón de la Victoria, 1974) 
has completed yet another sport-
ing challenge in the name of char-
ity. This time, in aid of the Braza-
das Solidarias project run by the 
Vicente Ferrer Foundation, the 
swimmer has crossed the 70 kilo-
metres which separate the ports 
of Tenerife and Gran Canaria. 

The announcement of the chal-
lenge took place last week in the 
presence of the mayor of Rincón 
de la Victoria and vice-president 
of the Diputación, Francisco 
Salado, who praised the work of 
Jongeneel, saying, “When he 
brought the idea to us, we had no 
hesitation in offering him help.” 

Jongeneel has always been in-
volved in charitable causes, es-
pecially through the Vicente Fer-

rer Foundation which is currently 
undertaking a lot of work in In-
dia. “We are achieving wonder-
ful things,” said Jongeneel. 

The foundation is currently 
aiming to rebuild an orphanage: 
“I am always thinking about the 
25 or so young people who are go-
ing to have a better future. The 
dream is not just to finish the 
crossing, but to go to India and see 
what we have achieved,” he said. 

Seeing that conditions were 
good, Jongeneel set off on 
Wednesday evening at 5pm, ac-
companied by the ‘Matador’ boat 
and a Guardia Civil vessel, before 
arriving at Agaete port on the 
western part of Gran Canaria on 
Thursday morning. 

Temperatures during the day 
average between 20 and 23 degrees 
but they drop considerably when 
the sun sets so Jongeneel, who was 
the first to take on this challenge 
without a wetsuit, wanted to 
tackle the low temperatures when 
he had most energy. 

Donations to the cause, at the 
time of going to press, had reached 
6,000 euros. However, supporters 
can continue to donate through 
the website migranodearena.org.

Christian Jongeneel 
completes latest 
fundraising challenge

Jongeneel gives the thumbs up from the water. :: SUR

Hughes has moved from 
one league-winning side to 
another, but in Fuengirola 
he will be the first Brit to 
ever represent the club 

:: DARYL FINCH 

FUENGIROLA. When moving to a 
new country, it always helps if you 
can bring your passion with you. Alex 
Hughes, 24, is doing just that. Origi-
nally from Stoke-on-Trent (UK), 
Hughes recently moved to southern 
Spain to take on a new job and has 
immediately involved himself with 
the inline hockey scene on the Costa 
del Sol. 

Hughes has been playing the sport 
ever since he was seven years old. In 
that time he has won three UK Na-
tional Championship titles, the most 
recent of which was last season. He 
also played in the Oktoberfest tour-
nament in Germany in September 
this year, and has previously played 
in tournaments in the USA. 

Now, he is embarking on an all-
new adventure here in Spain and will 
continue his fledgling career with 
the Fuengirola Lions. 

 
–What has attracted you to south-
ern Spain? 
–I got the opportunity to move over 
here as a job came up, and I couldn’t 
turn down the chance to live in the 
sun. My brother already lives over 
here so it wasn’t a difficult decision. 
–How did you hear about the Fuen-
girola Lions? 
–A friend in the UK has played in 
southern Spain previously so he let 
me know a bit about the teams over 
here. I heard there was a rink in Fuen-
girola so I got in touch on Facebook. 
I don’t really know much about the 
teams out here, other than the Lions 
were the champions last season. It 
will be good to get the season started 
and see how we can do. 
–How do you feel to be the first Brit 
to represent the side? 
–I don’t really think of it like that, we 

are all just playing hockey! 
–What’s it like mixing with the other 
nationalities? 
–I enjoy meeting people from differ-
ent backgrounds, so it’s a good expe-
rience for me. Hockey is played 
slightly differently in different coun-
tries, so I’ll have to learn what works 
here and adapt my game. 
–Is there a lot of enthusiasm for in-
line hockey in the UK? 
–I’ve played for 17 years and there has 
always been great competition across 
all age groups. Hopefully that will 
continue as there are still people who 
put the time in to keep getting kids 
into the game, but of course it is still 

only a small sport and most people 
have never heard of it. 
–How have you been welcomed so 
far? 
–Everyone I’ve met playing hockey 
over here has been really friendly. It’s 
the hockey community, that’s one 
thing that doesn’t change. 
–What do you think the side can 
achieve this year? Are you excited 
to get started? 
–Of course - I’m about to start a new 
season in a new country! Coming 
from a league-winning team, into an-
other league-winning team, obvi-
ously I’m hoping we can do the same 
again this year. 

“Hockey is played differently 
wherever you go so I’ll have to learn 
what works here and adapt my game”

 Alex Hughes 
 Fuengirola Lions

Hughes in training at the Santa Fe rink in Fuengirola. :: SIMO TYNYS 

Crusaders and Lions 
share the honours at 
youth tournament 

Last weekend was the turn of 
the youngsters as a number of 
local sides, plus the Crusaders 
from the UK, faced off in the 
second International Junior 
Tournament. The tournament, 
divided into three age groups, 
was hosted by the Fuengirola Li-
ons at the Santa Fe rink in Los 
Boliches, Fuengirola. 

The Crusaders, who competed 
at the European championships 

in the summer, set the bar high. 
Their ‘infantil’ team didn’t con-
cede a single goal, winning the 
final against the Fuengirola Li-
ons 4-0. 

Third were Sevilla who lost 
the semifinal to Fuengirola by 9-
1 and won the bronze playoff 
against Sancti Petri. 

The Crusaders also won all 
their games at ‘benjamin’ level, 
though the final, against the Li-
ons, was extremely tight. 
Bronze went to Marbella. 

At ‘alevin’ level, the Lions 
went through undefeated and 
finished ahead of Marbella and 
Sancti Petri.
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         A LOOK AT LA LIGA

I’m not one for ‘second comings’ 
and ‘next new’ tags but… we could 
be about to see Portugal’s latest con-
tribution to the very top echelons 
of world football. 

Step forward Gonçalo Guedes. 
He’s actually stepped so far forwards 
defenders are finding it impossible 
catch him. 

He was the first 18-year-old to 
play for Portugal since Cristiano 
Ronaldo, he shares the same agent 
and many of the same footballing 
attributes as the freshly-crowned 
FIFA World Player of the Year. 
However, I’d contend that his char-
acteristics are more similar those 
of Luis Figo. 

He may have been unfamiliar to 
most of us but he was identified as 

a target very early in his career by 
the talent spotters in Manchester 
and Paris.  PSG nipped in to pay 30 
million euros to lure him from Ben-
fica ten months ago but he strug-
gled to get a peg in their locker room 
bursting with platinum players and 
so he was packed off to Valencia for 
his year abroad. 

I’d seen him star for the Portu-
gal under 21s in the Euros and so I 
was familiar with his incredible 
natural abilities.  His foster club took 
a little time to make him feel at 
home but now he’s unpacked, he’s 
tearing the place up. 

He’s not all step-overs and pos-
turing like the man I’m sure he idol-
ised in his youth.  He has the abil-
ity to start a run from deep, know-

ing as he strides forwards whether 
he’s going to blast it towards the 
top corner or cut it accurately into 
the path of a colleague. 

Already this season he’s shown 
the vision to create five goals for 
his team mates and weighed in with 
three himself. 

Every game he seems to reach a 
new level. He flew in a spectacular 
long-range effort against Real Betis 
and followed it up by brushing aside 

Sevilla with two goals.  One was 
particularly eye catching.  He picked 
the ball up just inside the attacking 
half, outpaced three very capable 
defenders, halted his run, adjusted 
and flew it into the top corner.  

Just like Figo, he has pace, accu-
racy, but most tellingly, an ability 
to read the intentions of defenders.  
What’s more, Figo was also signed 
and loaned out for the first year of 
his contract (Figo stayed in Lisbon).  

Back in Paris they still haven’t 
witnessed the full force of Guedes 
as they are caught up in Neymar-
mania, but here’s a question…  who 
is most likely to win the Balon D’or 
first, Neymar or Guedes?  You 
would get very good odds on the 
20-year-old and it may be a very 
wise investment. 

It promises to be an exciting bo-
nus year for the long-suffering sup-
porters of Valencia.

Following in some 
big footsteps

ROB PALMER

Gonçalo Guedes (left) celebrates his first Valencia goal, against Sevilla, with Simone Zaza. :: EFE

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

Gonçalo Guedes has made himself 
comfortable at his temporary home in 
Valencia and is already being compared to the 
likes of Cristiano Ronaldo and Luis Figo
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MALAGA

22
BARCELONA

Goals.  1-0 Deulofeu (2’), 2-0 Iniesta 
(56’).  

Referee. Pablo González Fuertes. 
Yellows for Umtiti, Rosales, Luis 
Hernández, Adrián, Cecchini.  

Venue. Camp Nou (74,397 
spectators).

STATISTICS

LEAGUE TABLE

TEAM                                                               PT.         P                   W          D            L                  GF        GA 
Barcelona              25      9           8      1      0        26      3 
Valencia                 21      9           6      3      0        25    10 
Real Madrid          20      9           6      2      1        18      7 
At. Madrid             19      9           5      4      0        14      5 
Leganés                  17      9           5      2      2           8      3 
Villarreal                16      9           5      1      3        15    10 
Betis                        16      9           5      1      3        19    17 
Sevilla                     16      9           5      1      3           9      8 
Real Sociedad      14      9           4      2      3        20    18 
Celta                        11      9           3      2      4        18    14 
Athletic                  11      9           3      2      4        10    10 
Levante                  11      9           2      5      2           9    11 
Espanyol                10      9           2      4      3           8    12 
Getafe                       9      9           2      3      4        11    10 
Girona                       9      9           2      3      4           9    14 
Deportivo                 8      9           2      2      5        10    18 
Eibar                          7      9           2      1      6           3    20 
Las Palmas               6      9           2      0      7           7    22 
Alavés                        3      9           1      0      8           3    14 
MALAGA                  1      9           0      1      8           4    20
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   MATCHDAY    9
Results

Fixtures

1.  
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20.  

MALAGA. A trip to the Camp Nou 
is difficult even at the best of times. 
So with Malaga five points adrift 
of safety at the bottom of the ta-
ble, they needed luck to be on their 
side. However, this deserted them 
as early as the second minute on 
Saturday night as Gerard Deulo-
feu converted Lucas Digne’s cross 
after the ball clearly had gone out 
of play. 

Stand-in rookie keeper Andrés 
Prieto stopped playing as the 
winger backheeled home, con-
vinced, like his teammates, that 
the referee would stop play. The 
complaints fell on deaf ears, how-
ever, and the visitors had an up-
hill climb from the outset. 

This didn’t seem to deflate 
Míchel’s side as many would have 
expected, though. Instead, they 
maintained their shape and could 
even have grabbed an equaliser had 
Chory Castro got more purchase 
on his glancing header at the near 
post. 

Despite Barça enjoying the ma-
jority of the possession, Malaga 

again created a clear chance, Chory 
again failing to make appropriate 
contact to convert the cross. 

The hosts, who barely got out of 
third gear in the first half, powered 
into the second and Lionel Messi 
brought a fine save out of Prieto, 
low to his left from a tight angle 
within minutes of the restart. 

Prieto, however, could do noth-

ing to prevent the second goal of 
the game. A neat give-and-go be-
tween Messi and Andrés Iniesta 
resulted in the latter clipping the 
ball off the unfortunate Roberto 
Rosales’ leg and into the roof of 
the net. 

Luis Suárez, who has been strug-
gling for form of late, then had two 
chances to bury the tie but squan-
dered them both, later being re-
placed by Paco Alcácer. 

Despite the deficit, Malaga con-
tinued to press forward and threat-
ened the Barcelona goal with vol-
leys from Keko and Juanpi; the for-
mer’s striking Digne in the face, 
and the latter’s skidding off the sur-
face into the grasp of Ter Stegen. 

Luis Hernández, who was im-
mense at the back, also saw his 
header drift just wide of the Ger-
man’s left goalpost. 

Prieto was called into action 
again in the closing ten minutes, 
plunging low to turn Paulinho’s 
effort wide of the left post while 
Juanpi brought acrobatics out of 
Ter Stegen in stoppage time with 
his header. 

Despite showing a great deal of 
character on the day, Malaga’s bar-
ren run away from home continues. 

The Blue and Whites remain 
rooted to the foot of the table, now 
six points from safety.

The Malaga players crowd the referee after the first goal. :: REUTERS

BALL POSSESSION

35%65%

BARCELONA MALAGA

Goals 
Total shots  

On target 
Off target 
Corners 
Offsides 

Fouls committed  
Yellow cards 

Red cards

2 

8 

4 

4 

4 

2 

10 

1 

0

0 

11 

8 

3 

3 

4 

11

4 

0

LINE-UPS

Valencia - Sevilla 4-0 
Leganés - Athletic 1-0 
Barcelona - MALAGA 2-0 
Celta - At. Madrid 0-1 
Villarreal - Las Palmas 4-0 
Real Madrid - Eibar 3-0 
Levante - Getafe 1-1 
Betis - Alavés 2-0 
Deportivo - Girona  1-2 
Real Sociedad - Espanyol  1-1

Sevilla - Leganés 
Athletic - Barcelona 
MALAGA - Celta 
At. Madrid - Villarreal 
Las Palmas - Deportivo 
Girona - Real Madrid 
Eibar - Levante 
Getafe - Real Sociedad 
Espanyol - Betis 
Alavés - Valencia

MALAGA-CELTA 
SUNDAY 8.45PM

Rakitic

Messi

Deulofeu 
(Semedo, 72’)

Suárez 
(Alcácer, 83’)

Busquets 
(Paulinho, 76’)

Umtiti

Mascherano

Digne 

Iniesta

Rosales

Luis Hernández

Baysse

JuankarChory

Adrián

Keko

Rolón 
(Cecchini, 68’)

Peñaranda 
(Borja, 72’)

Diego Rolan 
(Juanpi, 46’)

Ter Stegen

4-3-3 4-4-2

Prieto

Unused substitutes:  Cillessen (GK), Piqué, 
Denis Suárez, André Gomes.        

Unused substitutes:  Cenk (GK), Cifu, Álex 
Robles, Mula.

Sergi Roberto

Refereeing decisions cost Malaga at the Camp Nou

Míchel’s team conceded in 
just the second minute 
from Deulofeu’s flick 
which came after Digne 
had run the ball out of play

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

Míchel and Al-Thani 
speak out about officials 
 
Malaga head coach Míchel called 
for accountability on the part of 
referees after yet another incor-
rect decision cost his side a goal. 
He added: “Too many times this 
season bad decisions have cost 
us. The offside goal against Eibar, 
in Valencia, last Sunday... We 
can’t blame our situation on 
referees, but they haven’t 
helped us.” 

Club owner Sheikh Abdullah 
Al-Thani, for his part, took to 
Twitter to ask the football asso-
ciation: “Where is the justice? 
You owe us respect.” 

No official comment has been 
made by the RFEF, but the yel-
low card incorrectly issued to 
Luis Hernández for handball has 
been rescinded.
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The club is considering 
taking action against the 
referee who only sent 
Ruano off seven minutes 
after giving him his 
second yellow card 

:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. Marbella can no longer 

boast being the best home side in the 
division after losing that honour in 
controversial fashion on Sunday af-
ternoon. 

Badajoz inflicted Los Blanquillos’ 
first home defeat of the season, and 
their second in a row overall, with a 
1-0 scoreline. 

A single goal from Ruano was the 
difference, scored in the seventh min-
ute from the right wing; the forward 

chipped the ball over Wilfred into 
the far corner with his weaker left 
foot when everyone was expecting 
a cross.  

Ruano, though, not only took cen-
tre stage for his brilliant attacking 
performance, but also for his role in 
the greatest controversy of the match. 

With Marbella chasing the game, 
Ruano received a second yellow in 
the 87th minute - a moment which 
could have changed the outlook of 
the tie. However, it wasn’t until the 
94th minute that referee Arias Ma-
drid realised his error and gave the 
forward his marching orders. 

With Badajoz making it over the 
line with their three points intact, 
the decision makers at Marbella are 
now pondering what action, if any, 
should be taken in light of the 
dropped points.

Marbella lose 
unbeaten home record 
in controversial fashion

Corpas dribbles the ball past ex-Marbella man Álex Herrera. :: J. R.

Two stoppage time goals 
mean first-leg defeat for 
Malaga who are facing 
Copa del Rey elimination 
at the hands of a lower-
league opponent for the 
third consecutive year  

:: ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

SORIA. An epic stoppage time come-
back piled further misery on Malaga 
as they searched for some respite from 
their league form when they took on 
Numancia in the last 16 round of the 
Copa del Rey on Tuesday night. 

Head coach Míchel said before the 
game that his side would be taking 
the competition seriously; the 
changes he made to the side were 
mostly enforced with Álex Robles in 
at left-back in the absence of injured 
trio Juankar, Federico Ricca and 
Miguel Torres. 

Recio returned from suspension 
to play alongside Emanuel Cecchini 
and Adrián, who looked comfortable 
in a deeper role. It was the captain 
who opened the scoring with a su-
perb freekick from the left flank, 
catching keeper Munir by surprise 
as it whipped in off the inside of his 
far post. 

This was Malaga’s first goal since 

the 3-3 draw at La Rosaleda on 23 
September, but the Blue and Whites 
didn’t look like adding to that tally  
with the side quite impotent over-
all in attack, with the returning Javi 
Ontiveros and Borja Bastón barely 
getting anywhere near the Numan-
cia penalty area. 

Numancia had a good opportunity 
off the head of Guillermo which 
flashed just wide but, on the whole, 

Malaga defended well. 
That was until stoppage time ar-

rived and the hosts piled on the pres-
sure and the Malaga defence buck-
led under the pressure of set pieces. 

Failing to get enough distance on 
a near-post header from a corner, Na-
cho pounced on the lack of pressure, 
sending the ball in low at the un-
sighted Prieto’s near post. 

With 95 minutes on the clock, fans 

of the team in blue and white then 
got an unwanted feeling of déjà vu 
when Escassi bundled home the win-
ner, possibly from an offside position, 
as he followed in a header off the post. 
It was Dortmund all over again. 

Thankfully the stakes were not as 
high this week and Malaga’s cup 
hopes can still be resurrected in the 
second leg at La Rosaleda at the end 
of November.

Cup provides no relief for Míchel

Rosales, in the foreground, dispirited by Numancia’s late winner. :: AGENCIA LOF

Miguel Torres extends 
contract until 2020 

MALAGA 
:: A. G. Defender Miguel Torres 
has extended his contract with 
Malaga by a further two years, 
until the end of the 2019/20 sea-
son, the club has announced. 

Negotiations had been ongo-
ing for weeks, with the club 
keen not to lose a player whose 
versatility had proven vital in 
recent times on a free transfer. 

The former Real Madrid full-
back, 31, is now in his fourth sea-
son with the club since joining 
from Greek side Olympiakos.

IN BRIEF

Spain-Costa Rica tickets 
go on sale next week 

MALAGA 
::  E. MIRANDA. Tickets for the 
friendly game between Spain and 
Costa Rica at La Rosaleda on 11 
November (kick-off 9.30pm) will 
go on sale on Tuesday for Malaga 
season ticket holders and 
Wednesday for the general pub-
lic (both at 11am). Tickets can be 
purchased from  www.rfef.es, 
www.sefutbol.com y http://tick-
ets.rfef.es/. Tickets can be bought 
from La Rosaleda ticket office 
from Saturday 4 November. Prices 
will range from 20 to 60 euros. 
It has been announced that fam-
ily packs will also be put on sale.

NNUMANCIA 2  MALAGA  1
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Defeats to Olympiakos 
and Brose Bamberg in 
the space of a week leave 
the Malaga side 11th in 
the EuroLeague rankings  

:: JUAN CALDERÓN 

MALAGA. Unicaja’s hopes of get-
ting back to winning ways in the 
EuroLeague were dashed on 
Wednesday night when an organ-
ised Brose Bamberg side triumphed 
at the Carpena by 80-76. 

Despite a strong performance 
from Nedovic, Joan Plaza’s team 
were second best and now sit 11th 
in the EuroLeague rankings. Over-
all, it is now three consecutive de-
feats in all competitions. 

A tough week 
Defeat in Athens last Friday to 
Olympiakos (80-75) was quickly 

followed up by a 99-85 loss in the 
capital to Real Madrid on Sunday. 

Unicaja are on their travels again 
today as they take on Valencia in 

league action, before a return to 
the capital of the Costa del Sol on 
Sunday for a match against Movis-
tar Estudiantes.

Double European setback 
gives Unicaja work to do

The English International College (EIC) under-11 boys’ football 
team were recently received their El Oceano-sponsored kit ahead 
of their upcoming tournament in Verona, Italy. EIC will face inter-
national schools teams from all over Europe in a four-day event in 
early November. EIC have previously won this competition at un-
der-14 and under-19 levels twice.

:: SUR

EIC OFF TO ITALY WITH NEW KIT

Almost 20,000 people 
signed up for the ten-
kilometre run through 
the city’s streets   

:: FERNANDO MORGADO 

MALAGA. Just before the start pis-
tol fired on the Paseo del Parque, it 
was announced on the megaphone 
that the 39th Malaga City Run had 
broken records once more, this year 
with 19,982 people officially tak-
ing part in the ten-kilometre circuit 
through the city’s streets. 

The event continues to grow in 
popularity every year and attracts 
a broad spectrum of people from se-
rious athletes to enthusiastic ama-
teurs, many of whom are backing 
charitable causes. 

Katrin Goethals, an enthusiatic 
amateur from Belgium, stressed the 
good-natured atmosphere around the 
event: “It is fantastic; everyone is 
very supportive. There were people 
willing us on all along the route, 
which made it so much easier. I was 
at the finishing line before I knew it.” 

An early lead 
Abdelhadi El Mouaziz was always 
going to be the man to beat and he 
proved so once again with a strong 

performance seeing him open up an 
early lead after just two kilometres 
as the course headed west. The Mo-
roccan, representing Cueva de Nerja-
UMA, attracted a number of fans ea-
ger to cheer him on along the route. 

He acknowledged them where 
he could, but ultimately paid them 
back with yet another win, his sev-
enth in the competition, crossing 
the line after 30 minutes and 56 sec-
onds. Mustapha Sabili (Bahía de Al-
geciras) and Javier Díaz Carretero 
(San Pedro Atletismo) came in 14 
and 16 seconds behind, respectively. 

The women’s podium 
The success for the Nerja club didn’t 
stop there; Rebeca García, who also 
won comfortably last year, crossed 
the line with a time of 37 minutes 
and 33 seconds, almost a minute 
ahead of her clubmate María del Mar 
Serrano. 

For a good cause 
The official charities backed by this 
year’s run include the Spanish As-
sociation Against Cancer, Cotolengo, 
the Andrés Olivares Foundation and 
the Malaga Autism Foundation, with 
profits of the run’s official t-shirts, 
sold at three euros each, being dis-
tributed between them.

The Malaga City 
Run attracts 
record numbers 
once again

A sea of blue passed through the city’s streets. :: SALVADOR SALAS

El Mouaziz opened up an early lead. :: FRANCIS SILVA

:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. Trocadero Mar-
bella Rugby Club are making their 
presence known to the early lead-
ers. The Costa del Sol side gave a 
masterclass in attack with a com-
manding 46-8 win over Unión 
de Rugby Almería who, even 
with their latest recruits, couldn’t 
match the hosts.  

Marbella racked up a bonus 
point, for scoring more than four 
tries, which lifts them up to 
fourth place in the División de 
Honor B, level on points with 
third, one point off second, and 
two away from the leaders, C.R.C. 
Pozuelo.  

Trocadero Marbella, with four 
wins and just one defeat, are un-
beaten at Bahia’s Park where they 
will face Cisneros B on Sunday 
from 1pm.

Trocadero 
Marbella Rugby 
pick up bonus 
point and close in 
on the leaders

Man of the match Tucconi. :: SUR

McCallum goes for the basket against Brose Bamberg. :: Á. CABRERA

MMARBELLA  46 ALMERÍA 8
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Estepona 

KM 144 ± dark room etc. 50 m2 
(Manilva-Unicaja), sell/swop, 
15,000. 952789204 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-

gain inland properties for all budg-

ets, fincas, village homes, apart-

ments and villas. Legal building 

plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 

always looking for inland and Mi-

jas properties to sell to our inter-

ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 

667067269 

ALHAURIN Grande, beautiful 3 bed 

2 bath villa, gardens, pool and pad-

dock. A/C +gas central heating, 

5mins from village. 350,000 euros. 

952112057 

DETACHED Villa in the heart of 

Andalucia, spectacular views and 

immaculate condition through-

out. 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom. Sale 

due to bereavement. Totally le-

gal plus efficiency license. 169,950 

Euros. vbcolonge@gmail.com 

634331091 

ALHAURIN Torre. Santa Amalia. 
Pretty 2 bedroom cottage on 
2.500m2 land with mango trees. 
Lounge, kitchen. Bathroom. Con-
servatory. Aircon. Small caseta. Fabu-
lous views. 129.000 Euros. 
695949131 

GASOLINERA project Almería-Gra-
nada. Fly-over 20,000 (50/50). 
952789204 

BEACH cottage border Granada-
Almeria. Offers 300,000 also vine-
yard (exchange?) 952789204 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

RIO REAL golf/ sea views. 3 min-
ute drive from town. 200 m2 apart-
ment feels like a house. 3 bedrooms 
ensuite. Private: garden/ jacuzzi/ 2 
car garage. NO community fees. 
Only. 389.000. Owner anxious.  
640661129 

NEW SOUTH facing 3 bedroom cor-
ner apartment in Atalaya Hills, 
130m2 built, 45m2 terrace, ready 
in January, stunning frontline golf 
and lake views. Only 435k Euros. 
+447415388696 

NEW SOUTH-FACING 3 bedroom 
corner apartment in Atalaya Hills, 
130m2 built, 45m2 terrace, ready 
in January, stunning frontline golf 
and lake views. Only 435k Euros. 
+447415388696 

GOLDEN Mile/Banus Fabulous villa 
with summer rental income. May/Spt 
80.000 euros. See link sams-
villa.com. Direct owner 1.350.000 
euros. 633679540 

Mijas 

CAMPO Mijas: 3 bed villa, pool, ga-
rage, panoramic sea views, large 
plot 395.000 Euros. 626864683 

CAMPO Mijas: 3 bed townhouse, 
parking, pool, communal garden, 
sea views, roof terrace 150.000 
Euros. 626864683 

Commercial 
Properties 

CENTRAL Torremolinos: Local, 

75m2. 250,000 Euros. 629555815 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

NICE Unfurnished 3 bedrooms Town 
House near the beach and train sta-
tion. 2 bathrooms. Air Condition-
ing. FirePlace. Garage + Storage. 
Sea and Mountain views. Pool and 
Gardens. 900. 692338661  

FANTASTIC Unfurnished Penthouse 
close to the sea. 3 bedrooms. 3 bath-
rooms. 40 m2 Terrace. Near Super-
cor and Sunset Beach Hotel. 127 m2 
Built. Garage + Storage. Pool. 1,000. 
692338661  

ARROYO Great Duplex with 4 bed-
rooms and 2 bathrooms. 240 m2 
Built. Huge terraces with sea views. 
2 Private Garage. Pool and Gardens. 
900. 692338661  

ARROYO Pinillo Area near Carre-
four. Great modern Penthouse with 
fantastic sea views. 4 bedrooms. 2 
bathrooms. Air Conditioning. Ter-
race of 90 m2. Garage. Pool and Gar-
dens. 1,300. 692338661 

REDUCED for quick sale! Townhouse 
at Tio Charles complex. Terrace, sea 
views, pool. 139.000 Euros. 
678675071 

VARIOUS rental properties avail-
able, longterm. Benalmádena - Mar-
bella. Whatsapp 00447955405153 

URBANIZATION Arenal Golf Course. 
2 Bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, Parking, 
great 60m2 terrace and 20m2 back-
yard. Newly furnished, A/C, central 
heating. Swimming pools, gardens, 
paddle, tennis, golf course. Bus, hos-
pital, restaurants and all amenities 
around. Until June. 800 
euros/month. 676394059 

BENALMADENA Costa: Garden 
apartment 2 bedrooms, furnished, 
sunny and quiet. Air conditioned. 
Across Puerto Marina. 550 Euros 
monthly. 620305823 angelesvilas-
fernandez@hotmail.com 

BENALMADENA Costa: Apartment 
until June term. 3 bedroom, 2 bath-
room, parking, beside beach. Ideal 
area. All amenities around. Studio, 
air conditioner hot & cool, beside 
beach. More information 654508601 

Fuengirola 
TORREBLANCA. 5min walking to 
beach. 1/2 bedrooms apartment, 
brandnew, furnished/unfurnished, 
A/C, garage optional. Long/let 
from 550 euros/monthly, refer-
ences needed, not pets. Only re-
tired people. Long/let. 670630425 

RESERVA Higuerón. 3.bed town-
house, 2,5.baths, beautiful fur-
nished, terrace, small garden, bbq, 
alarm, a/c, parking, long/let. 
1,500.Euros. 670630425 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN countryhouse large 2 bedooms, 
garden, pool. 650 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, beautiful country villa, 3 bed-
rooms, garden, pool. 780 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, best location. Large bar/res-
taurant, terraces, parking, storage. 
1,000 euros/month.679111522 

ALHAURIN Torre-Grande special-
ists in long-term rentals. Country 
and urban sales. 22 years experi-
ence in these areas. Esme-Julia 
629487762, 678457784 

Mijas 

CHARMING Studio countryside, 
near urbanization El Hornillo. 
Eur.20/ day Eur. 450/month 
952590519 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626864683 
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Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 

SAVE euros. Super equipped shared 
office space in Marbella. No deposit 
or long term commitments. Try for 
free call 951127300 or email mar-
bellateam@ourspace.work 

40m LOCAL to let in La Cala Mijas 
town centre. Ideal office. 
646542795 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

NVA ANDALUCIA: Ground floor stu-
dio to rent long term, pool and gar-
dens, from 325 Euros PCM. 
674704836 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

JUSTPOOLS.ES for all options, 
prices and real testimonials visit 
www.justpools.es  

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

SWIMMING pool heating. Pool cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
Pool tiling and lighting. Jacuzzi and 
hot tubs. 21 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. 952663141/ 
670409759. info@enviroca-
respain.com www.enviroca-
respain.com 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs and renovations. 
Professional and reliable service. All 
areas info@perfectpools.es. 
650348785 

Garden 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture, design (computer pre-
visualization), water features, ir-
rigation. Specializing in beauti-
ful gardens. Also replan-
ning/maintenance. 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

SERVICES 

Alarms 

ALL TYPES video security cameras 
infrared detectors José Sotto 
952443838 670443838 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 952917930/635913885 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

HMS PROFESSIONAL builders. 
General reforms, extensions, 
pools, damp specialist...We im-
prove on any competing quote. 
Any size job.610502623 

ALL BUILDING works, reforms, ex-
tensions, renovations. Bathrooms 
and kitchens. Windows and doors. 
Full project management. 21 years 
on the Coast. 952663141/ 
670409759. info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

DYMASOL  Property Rebuilding and 
Refurbishment. Painting, tiling, 
plumbing, electrical, brickwork. 
Over 30 years experience. English 
spoken. 633334426 Info@dyma-
sol.es www.dymasol.es 

GENERAL Builder, tiling, plaster-
ing, painting, electrician, plumber, 
carpentry. Experienced. 611229520 

INLAND construction. Complete 
building services. Fully legal and In-
sured. We cover all areas from Gra-
nada to Marbella.Call 695903825 
today for a free estimate 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

MJHOMES fully qualified registered 
plumber. Call Mark. 679704737 

24 HOURS service for water leak-
ing emergency! Call Edward, 
618622272 

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY ELECTRICIANS. 
Experts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

POWER failure rewiring fault de-
tector José Sotto 952443838 
670443838 

EVERYTHING Electrical. Boletines, 
projects, rewires. Full electrical prob-
lem solvings. 634011080 

ALL ELECTRICAL works, author-
ized 390/92 Tel 667405823 

CSW ELECTRICAL and maintenance 
for all your electrical and mainte-
nance needs. No job too small. Call 
Craig for a free quote. 604106414 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English profes-
sional, reliable painting & decorat-
ing company. Furniture spraying. 
Building service available. Free quo-
tations. Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

ANGLO Spanish painters and deco-
rators, professional outstanding re-
sults. La Cala to afar. Dominic and 
compañeros. 698582775  

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

BLOCKED drains. Call clearflow. 
CCTV inspections. Drain locating. 
HP jetting. More than 30 years on 
the coast. Telephones 952885661-
630200600 

Carpenters 

ALL CARPENTRY doors, floors, 
wardrobes, shelves, kitchen and 
bathroom. Reforms, decorating, etc. 
Tel. 664385610 

CARPENTER. Doors, wardrobes, 
flooring, rotten wood repaired, be-
spoke, own workshop, 12 yr. Mar-
bella. 666269751  

Gates 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

DRIVEWAY Gates and Automation, 
Garage Doors and Electric Motors, 
Video/ Audio Intercoms. Installa-
tions and Repairs. For free profes-
sional advice or estimates call Co-
lin on 636394641/ 951242873 or 
email info@expertgates.com 
www.expertgates.com 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 35 years expe-
rience 

Kitchens 

KITCHEN and bathrooms. Quality 
guaranteed. 21 years on the Coast. 
Projects fully managed. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Bathrooms 

QUALITY bathrooms. Full design. 
Renovations. Quality guaranteed. 
21 years on the Coast. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

Upholstery 

CARPETS, sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 7 days. 10,00-22,00. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10,00-
22,00, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding marble. Clean, 
seal aterraces. 25 years experi-
ence. Cover all Costa. Tel: 0034-
671244683 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952667559 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

SECURITY of Spain. 24 hour lock-
smiths. 30 years experience. Call 
Daren. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

GAS FIRES Wood burning stoves. 
Airconditioning heating. Bathroom/ 
kitchen heaters. Heated towel rails. 
Solar heating. Instant gas heating 
systems. Central heating systems. 
All work fully guaranteed. All areas 
covered. 21 years on the Coast. 
952663141/ 670409759 www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

SOL SISTEMAS solar energy: Hot 
water. Electricity. Plumbing. Un-
derfloor heating. Swimming pool 
heating, and Air Conditioning. Call 
618622272 www.solsistemas.es 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

AIR CONDITIONING fully installed 
from 575 Euros. Repairs and serv-
icing. Martin. 650067389 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIRCONDITIONING Installations/ 
Repairs/ Servicing. Professional in-
stallations. Quality airconditioning 
units. Economical in consumption. 
21 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. 952663141/ 670409759 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 
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AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted for 80 Euros. Coin meters 
supplied and fitted from 260 
Euros. For other energy-saving 
products visit www.cooland-
cosy.es. 952935513. Junta de An-
dalucía authorised. Approved pro-
fessional service for your peace 
of mind 

Property 
Management 

MAR MANAGEMENT & Home Serv-
ices to suit your individual require-
ments. Economical and Reliable.  
www.marmanagement.es 
622580866 

COMPASS Key Holding (Marbella - 
Gibraltar) Meet and Greet service 
Cleaning & Laundry (One off or regu-
lar). Property Maintenance 
646743869 Competitive prices. 
Family business 

Cleaning Services 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
euros. 632569282 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable, Affordable. Tel: 
629769136 www.windowcleaning-
donjose.com 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, uphol-
stery, soft furnishings indoor/ out-
door. Made to measure rails/ poles 
and foam to order. Sensible prices.Re-
pairs / alterations. Call 672800887 
judeinspain@hotmail.com  

PRONTO Build Multi Services 
building company: Maintenance. 
Plumbing. Painting. Carpentry. 
Kitchens /bathrooms. Floor til-
ing. Electricity. Exterior /interior 
design. Plastering /drywalls. Mi-
crocement. Free quote, Eduard: 
618622272 www.prontobuild.es 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

TRANSFER Airport/ Costa del Sol. 
Personal chauffeur with car. 
+34648503909 (WhatsApp, Viber) 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

LAWYER: Arroyo Miel/ Malaga. 
Legal advice conveyancing, wills, 
inheritances, contracts, divorces, 
criminal defense, any litigation, 
www.abogadoenlared.co.uk/ 
george@abogadoenlared.co.uk  
952964591  

www.premiumtranslation-
group.es NIE, residencia , passport, 
driving license, car registration and 
change of name and any other legal 
advice or procedure.629738028. 
info@premiumtranslation-
group.es  

Insurance 

Accountants 

ACCOUNTANTS. English and Span-
ish Accountants for all accounting/ 
bookkeeping jobs. Tax and company 
formation. Professional, reliable, 
confidential. Tel: 952440773 

REGISTRATION of holiday proper-
ties, company formations, business 
start-ups, bookkeeping, taxation 
and translations. Malcolm Green-
wood. 699780389 

www.premiumtranslation-
group.es Bookkeeping for self em-
ployed and companies. Tax, com-
pany formation and self employ-
ment registration. 629738028. 
info@premiumtranslation-
group.es  

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094. 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

www.premiumtranslation-
group.es Official translations and 
interpretations in any language. 
629738028. info@premiumtrans-
lationgroup.es  

Architects 

ARCHITECTS, projects, construc-
tions, new buildings, extensions, re-
furbishments, legalisations, inte-
rior design. 680700430 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to release equity in your 
home in Spain? Need to pay IBI, Com-
munity fees, taxes, but don´t have 
available cash now to do this. Do you 
want to sell your property for what 
it´s worth but don¿t have the abil-
ity/time frame due to cash con-
straints? Do you want an alternative 
to the Banks who are costly and slow? 
Call us now: +34 691 179 445 +34 
952 961 952 or email ronald@flu-
entfinanceabroad.com. Come and 
visit our San Pedro office 

RE-MORTAGE Spain, Fluent Finance 
can assess your current mortgage 
deal and see if you can SAVE CASH 
by changing lenders, contact Marc 
for a free mortgage review 952 85 
36 47 elliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com 

Loans 

MONEY in 24 hours. Are you look-
ing for cash ? Call Thomas for more 
information 687090460  

Business 
Opportunities 

RESTAURANTCoffe-Bar. San Pe-
dro, Very bussy commercial street 
to lease, 696178281 

ARROYO de la Miel center: Sell hard-
ware (215m2)fully equipped or only 
as local. 603256769 

ENGLISH academy. Annual net in-
come 70,000 euros. Full support. 
Sell 49,900 euros. Pringle vending 
machine route. Annual net cash in-
come 15,000euros. Sell 19,900 
euros. 697834934 

LEADS & potential contacts that are 
right for your business. You CAN 
master your next direct marketing 
campaign. Simon 603272103 

CHURRIANA: Large bar + 2/3 bed-
room apartment for sale freehold. 
Main road location. Fantastic op-
portunity. Direct owner. 663783362 

SALE due to retirement: Commer-
cial premises in Calahonda, 100m , 
125.000 Euros. Possibility of pay-
ing in several years. Tel. 606191939 

WORKING partner required for cafe-
tería/restaurant  El Karmen Vegano. 
647937845 

MUSIC Bar to let in Riviera del Sol. 
Call 646542795 

SEA FRONT Restaurant in Marbella 
to let. Please call 646542795 

FREEHOLD local 65m2, El Coto. 
Karen 660364906 

FUENGIROLA: Parking for sale at 
C/Martin Carpena, Edificio Solplaya. 
626248132 

schoolinmarbella@gmail.com 
Looking for business partner to 
take over 50% of language school 
in Marbella's city centre. Break-
even point and debt-free. With 
students and teachers. 20.000 
euros negotiable. 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 

MAN & VAN Small removals, clear-
ances. 100% reliable. Ikea collec-
tion/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  

MALAGA to Manchester every 2 
weeks. Part/ full loads. Dogs 250, 
cats 200. We can help you sell your 
Spanish/ Uk car or any other items. 
micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655.  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

COMPASS Man & Van & Airport 
Transfers (Málaga - Gibraltar) 
646743869 No job too small. Com-
petitive prices. Family business 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Este-
pona. David 696810618 

HANDYMAN and van, small remov-
als, Ikea collections, assembly, clear-
ances Eur20 hourly. 603257612 

MAN WITH van 20 Euros/ hour. 
609321958 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 

Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 

Cash on collection. Man & van re-

moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 

639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-

cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-

lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-

hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 

House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 

removals. Steve 722306194 

LA GUARDILLA. Buy/ sell items. 

New furniture. Second hand. C/ Rio 

Agua 19 Mijas Costa 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 

GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 

661402134 

WE CLEAR houses, garages, bars, 

storage units. Tel. 656187140. 

brian.d.hughes@hotmail.com 
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RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain is a unique Busi-
ness Development, Marketing & Re-
cruitment agency that helps busi-
nesses to grow by supplying qual-
ity staff, intelligent marketing and 
sales generation. Talented staff 
wanted for all types of jobs.Call 
951400234 www.jobfinder-
spain.com  

QUALITY staff? Need great people 
or looking for work? Jobfinder Spain 
can help efficiently and cost effec-
tively. Call 951400234 or visit 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

AMBIENTJOBS Proven Professional 
Recruitment Market Leaders for the 
Costa del Sol for over 12 years. For 
candidates contact us now for un-
advertised job vacancies. For em-
ployers take advantage of our ref-
erenced candidate database of over 
2,500 applicants. Contact Susana 
now on 0034665774400, su-
sana@ambientjobs.com www.am-
bientjobs.com  

COMPANY in Fuengirola requires 
female with knowledge in market-
ing, and administrative work. Es-
sential English. Send CV to: ad-
min@novocuadro.com  

REAL Estate agency located in Mi-
jas Costa and operative on the en-
tire Coast is looking for experienced 
sales agents and telemarketers. The 
candidates must speak English flu-
ently and preferably one of the fol-
lowing languages: French, German, 
Nordic. High commission scheme 
for the right candidate. Please send 
CV info@buenavistahomes.eu and/or 
call 951484500 

WORLDWIDE Collection Company. 
We are looking for an administrator 
to join our dynamic and friendly 
company. Our office is based on the 
Costa Del Sol and has a nice friendly 
working environment. The success-
ful candidate must therefore be en-
thusiastic, team orientated, willing 
to learn new skills, able to multi-
task, work under pressure and have 
a high attention to detail. The suc-
cessful candidate must be fluent in 
English, speak at least one other lan-
guage and be experienced in Micro-
soft Office 2016 Suite. Please visit 
our website at www.gcsag.com, then 
send your CV and current references 
to enquiries@gcsag.com on or be-
fore 31 October 2017 

PROFESSIONAL Telesales staff 
wanted in a thriving office in Elvi-
ria . Pension experience preferred 
but not essential . Great benefits 
and salary on offer . Native speak-
ing English only . Please email your 
CV to claire@fmgsearch.co.uk 

LANGUAGE school is looking for 
teachers of different languages. Ap-
plicants please send CV to: info@gua-
dalminaidiomas.net 

PROPERTY Management Company 
hiring person with clean driving li-
cense. Spanish and english needed. 
Job consists mainly driving com-
pany van, transporting goods and 
staff to different apartments and 
locations, transporting clients and 
doing errands. Occasionally greet-
ing guests for check ins and check 
outs. 40 hours per week but flexi-
ble timing. If interested please send 
C V to pim@propertyinvestor.es  

LOOKING FOR AN ENGLISH 
TEACHER FOR FUENGIROLA. ALL 
LEVELS QUALIFIED. SEND CVS TO 
lynnefuengirola@gmail.com 

CAFFREY'S Irish bar & restaurant 
now recruiting staff: Looking for 
Head chef, and chef, bar manager 
and waiters/waitress wanted. 
634787655. CV's to info@caf-
freysbar.es 

WORLDWIDE Collection Company. 
We are looking for 2 individuals to 
join our dynamic and friendly com-
pany. Our office is based on the Costa 
Del Sol and has a nice friendly work-
ing environment. The successful 
candidate must therefore be enthu-
siastic, team orientated, willing to 
learn new skills, able to multi-task, 
work under pressure and have a high 
attention to detail. The successful 
candidate must be fluent in English, 
speak at least one other language 
and be experienced in Microsoft Of-
fice 2016 Suite. Salary plus com-
mission. Please visit our website at 
www.gcsag.com, then send your CV 
and current references to enquir-
ies@gcsag.com on or before 31 Oc-
tober 2017 

SUOMALAINEN autovuokraamo 
Aurinkorannikolla etsii Englannin, 
Espanjan ja Suomenkielen hallitse-
vaa asiakaspalvelijaa Málagan len-
tokenttä toimistolle. Kandidaatilla 
tulee olla ajokorttin lisáksi, valmius 
tekemään tiimityötä, omaaloittee-
sutta, ja, kokemusta asiakaspalve-
lusta, Hakemukset. info@auto-
katti.com /(+34)952468627  

LOOKING for experienced telemar-
keters must be native English speak-
ing for part time PM hours. We are 
an established company based in 
Fuengirola, full training is given 
along with Nomina and excellent 
commission, For more information 
please call us on 952586140 after 
1.00pm 

SOCIETE telemarketing Fuengi-
rola, cherche teleoperateur 
Français. Toute info appelez 
631250362 Sarah 

A VACANCY for quantity surveyor 
has arisen in a major, local construc-
tion company in Gibraltar: Minimum 
5 years experience on major con-
struction projects is required. Com-
puter literate in software packages 
- must be fully versed in excel. Strong 
communication skills - written and 
oral in English (Spanish an advan-
tage). Must have a driving license. 
Remuneration in par with qualifif-
cations and experience (negotia-
ble). Please send your CV addressed 
to: Attn: Managing Director. Vacancy 
for QS PO Box 695, Gibraltar 

VACANCY for project manager has 
arisen in a major, local construction 
company in Gibraltar. Minimum 5 
years experience on major construc-
tion projects is required. Computer 
literate in software packages - must 
be fully versed in excel. Strong com-
munication skills - written and oral 
in English (Spanish an advantage). 
Must have a driving license. Remu-
neration in par with qualififcations 
and experience (negotiable). Please 
send your CV addressed to: Attn: 
Managing Director. Vacancy for PM 
PO Box 695. Gibraltar 

SEEKING Out-of-this-World Sales 
Professionals We're expanding 
our retail investment sales team 
and are looking for the very best 
the Costa Del Sol has to offer to 
work in our Marbella branch of-
fice. You'll be on the front line of 
the most exciting investment 
products in the market , working 
alongside a developer with huge 
brand stature , credibility and fi-
nancial strength which will be at 
the heart of your pitch .To hire the 
best we pay the best. Five figure 
earnings per month are common 
place amongour talented team, 
have you got what it takes to join 
them? Send your C V today toca-
reers@strategicwealthpart-
ners.co.uk 

GERMAN Sales & Marketing. Inter-
national leader in worldwide art 
decoration area seeks Sales man-
ager to work from based office in 
Fuengirola. The candidate will be 
the main contact with German cli-
ents. Availability to travel. Send CV 
josef@novocuadro.com 

ACCOUNTANT assistant required 
once or twice a week for a couple of 
hours. Please send your CV to 
info@sotogrande-properties.com.  
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THE WORLD continuing Education 
Alliance is looking for a website tester 
who is proactive, has an eye for de-
tail and loves teamwork. Needs to 
have good computer skills and per-
fect written English. Previous ex-
perience in testing and HTML knowl-
edge is a plus. Please email 
jobs@wcea.education 

BOUWERSGIDS.BE zoekt Belgische 
en Nederlandse televerkopers om 
ons product te promoten. Hoge ver-
diensten en wekelijkse betalingen. 
Info: 685855297 www.bouwers-
gids.be of info@bouwersgids.be 

HAVE you sold insurance before? 
We are looking for a vibrant individ-
ual to join our successful Estate plan-
ning team. Based in Elviria, you will 
be selling an industry leading insur-
ance product with uncapped earn-
ing potential, a full contract and 
weekly commissions. Immediate 
start. Please contact 
claire@fmgsearch.co.uk 

SALES rep required with languages: 
English, Spanish and Scandinavian. 
Send CV to property@miraflores.com 

TELEMARKETING Executives: Do 
you strive to be the best? Looking 
for a new career? We are looking for 
dynamic dedicated multi-lingual 
telemarketing executives to work 
from our central offices in Marbella. 
The successful applicants will need 
previous telemarketing experience 
and possess excellent customer serv-
ice skill. you will also require pro-
fessional objectives and excellent 
in communicating and social rela-
tions. The right candidate will have 
the opportunity to join a young for-
ward thinking company in a busi-
ness with enormous potential. You 
will enjoy quality leads and a good 
commission structure. Salary avail-
able after trial period for those who 
excel. If you feel you are qualified 
to fill this demanding position, then 
give us a call on  +34951660916 

FILIPINOSUR Agency. Offers trusted 
filipino workers for domestic serv-
ices and cleaning company. 
663612830/ 952008431 

NOW RECRUITING motivated Tele-
sales agents for our busy Marbella 
office. If you are motivated and ca-
reer-focused, looking for a chance 
to further your position and build a 
solid career then please send your 
CV to: work@spacemarbella.com 

EXPERIENCED Telemarketing staff 
required. Are you looking to work 
for an established and expanding 
Real Estate agency in central Mar-
bella? Are you motivated, a team 
player and able to work in a high 
lead flow environment? Full train-
ing and plentiful lead supply await 
the successful applicant. Call 
691665587 now to arrange an in-
terview  

OPPORTUNITY to be part of a grow-
ing, long established company in 
excellent modern offices. We are 
currently seeking experienced, sales-
driven telemarketing staff for our 
busy office. Applicants must be com-
puter literate and able to work in-
dependently while also working as 
a valued team member towards both 
individual and team targets. In re-
turn we offer full training, a very 
competitive package, including full 
contract with basic salary, commis-
sions and bonuses. To be part of our 
expert team of advisors, please ap-
ply by sending your CV to hr@euro-
peanclaimscentre.com or contact-
ing Coral on 657446753 

CHEF required for English restau-
rant. Role includes getting to work 
and back on time, cooking cleaning 
and organising shopping lists. 2.5 
days off per week. Call 660965821. 
For an interview. Estepona 

INTERNATIONAL Real Estate Agent 
in Estepona is Looking for experi-
enced sales agents. The candidates 
must speak English fluently and pref-
erably one of the following lan-
guages: French, Swedish. . Please 
send CV to  mayte@bondre.es or call 
667867701.  Fix salary plus com-
missions its offered 

Situations Wanted 

GERMAN lady offers caring and ef-
ficient assistance for elder people, 
including full board. Marbella 
687660902 

BABYSITTING Service Mar-
bella/Estepona. References sup-
plied. Call Joanne 608241769 

KITCHEN Assistant, driver, any job. 
Work permit. Benalmádena area. 
603286030 

PHILIPINA is looking for a domes-
tic work, full time/ part time around 
Marbella area. Tel 696884304 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

SPORTY slim 60 yrs + male, living 
in Benalmádena Costa WLTM fit, 
caring and attractive lady of 55/ 
65 years. Please call/ text 
654905653 

FEMALE 60 WLTM tall male for so-
cialising annaroberts456@ya-
hoo.co.uk  

Clairvoyants 

VOTED "Best Psychic" in the UK and 
USA. Client testimonies on request. 
New book just out "My Psychic Jour-
ney". Readings by the sea. Gary 
952932600 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Doctors 

SKIN Specialist NHS Registered. 
Treats all kinds of skin problems. 
Consultation 70 Euros. Dr. Eva. Fuen-
girola 664747267 www.dermadel-
sol.com 

COSTA Care: UK trained care assis-
tant hourly, daily, weekly packages. 
Karen 660364906 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

WWW.TANTRAMARBELLA.COM 
Rani Goddess Awake your senses & 
multiply pleasure just adding sen-
sual & erotic real tantra by qualified 
hindu masseuse. 659331890 

RELAXING, full-body 2 body mas-
sages. Tantric, Nuru, Kyokuero... In-
calls/ outcalls. Elena 635290724  

SHAVING secret zone by experi-
enced mature Japanese masseuse. 
20 Euros. Fuengirola. 610396186 

PROFESSIONAL massage therapist, 
bodyworker and healer with 25 years 
experienced, gives deep tissue, 
Ayuryoga massage. Tel. 625082761 
Dave Wiersma 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Also 
Manicure, Pedicure...etc. Benal-
madena Costa 688553000 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

COUNSELLING and Sex therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited thera-
pist. Individuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard 608 594 608 

Dentists 

BOTOX... genuine 50 units...nor-
mally covers 3 areas...160E. Pro-
fessionally done in clinical environ-
ment. Want white teeth? Home whit-
ening kits 150E www.dentalcen-
tre.eu or call Saloni 654996026 Al-
haurin Dental Centre 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

SKY FULLY installed from 230 Euros 
with all BBC's and ITV 1. Call Mar-
tin 650067389 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC1/2 uk full uk pack free 80cm 
dish no internet needed no contract 
José Sotto952443838 670443838 
josesotto@ono.com wacht tv all 
rooms no cables sky fullpack hd iptv 
internet from only 199 euros no con-
trat no dish satellite improuvereal-
lignement bbc sky and all europeens 
tv same day service 

TNT SAT 50 chaines francaises sans 
abonement Jose Sotto depuis 
1973,952443838 670443838 

BEST sales repairs all tv sat José 
Sotto 952443838 670 443838 

ONLY here for short periods? Af-
fordable rental packages avail-
able for internet and internet &TV, 
no contract required, just pay as 
you go!! 605270222 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. Los Boliches. 
info@daytona.es or call 952667395  

PC DOCTOR Repairs and Sales. Lap-
tops in English. Speed up your PC. 
Remove viruses. Come to us or call 
us out. 952591071  

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

LAPTOP Repair Centre. Broken 
screens, iPads, Phones, mother-
boards, water damage. Repairs from 
35 euros. Call 952591071 

Websites 

WEBSITE designs and maintenance. 
Search Engine Optimization. Online 
Invoicing and CRM 50 Euros/month. 
Hosting from 5 Euros/month. Call 
952591071  

WEBSITES Wordpress, Build Online 
Business Softwares: Real Estate, 
Property Management, Appliances, 
Lawyers, Furniture. 671995005. 
netdelsol.com 

Phones-Mobile 

FIX SHOP Carrefour Mijas. Eng-
lish/Spanish speaking. Repair 
Smartphones, tablets, comput-
ers. All brands. Reasonable prices. 
Estimate Free. Tel. 951001130 
mijas@fix.es 

FIX SHOP Carrefour Mijas. Eng-
lish/Spanish speaking. Repair 
Smartphones, tablets, comput-
ers. All brands. Reasonable prices. 
Estimate Free. Tel. 951001130 
mijas@fix.es 

Others 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

CLASSES 
HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. Calle Maestro Angeles 
Aspiazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/ Mijas. 657325808 

QUALIFIED Spanish teacher tutor-
ing schools curriculum, Spanish to 
adults & children. Coast & inland. 
627076666 

SPANISH teacher. Native & experi-
enced. Also tutoring for students. 
678997388  

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method: simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated, microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

CHIHUAHUA pedigree puppies 
with passport. All year available. 
951312860/ 654285667 

GERMAN Sheperd puppies, males/ 
females, black/ brown. Microchip, 
passport, excellent pedigree. We 
send all countries. Now: 350 Eur. 
Tel. 699305707 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

Pet Transport 

PETS EURO Travel UK based trans-
porting pets Spain/ France/ UK & 
mainland Europe since 2002. Per-
sonally escorted pets in small groups 
by MPV. Passenger possibilities. For 
quotes, schedules, and availability, 
please contact our Website/Face-
book: www.petseurotravel.co.uk; 
Email: petseurotravel@talktalk.net. 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles- be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. (0034) 651 033670 or 
(0034) 637 066227 Email: 
info@pet-couriers.com 

ADULT 
RELAXATION 

Female 

INCOMPARABLE ladies rigorously 
selected. Malaga/Centre. We at-
tend permanently. Very discreet. 
Reasonable prices. 
952604172//603138200 
(Whatsapp). https://aticosex.com 

ANA, BEAUTIFUL Spanish lady, 
35, just for VIP gentlemen. Lux-
ury apartment. Benalmádena 
Costa. 645605957 

BOLICHES: 30E: Celina nice kind 
lady for discreet gentleman! Erotic 
& relaxing massages, full sex, French 
without till end, anal, kisses, black 
kiss...Private apartment! Appoint-
ments! 622210797 

CAROLINA. Sweet and loving seeks 
to please you and make you happy 
pampering your body. Indulge in 
pleasure. 603527122 

NUEVA Andalucia: Beside N10-Ca-
sino. Hello gentleman, I'm blonde 
fitness girl with magic hands. 26yo. 
All massages, special Tantra. Pri-
vate apartment. Pictures whatsapp. 
615379423 

ISABELA. Colombian 24yo., very 
hot, pleasing. Private apartment. 
You won't regret it. Nueva Anda-
lucía. Photos whatsapp 
605533746 

CASSIE: Mature English lady. Dis-
creet and clean. Fuengirola, 
667914732/951219946 

www.actiweb.es/sexylady Cala-
honda. Beautiful Spanish model, 28. 
Discretion. 693800497 

NVA ANDALUCIA: A spellbinding 
rare gem, very sexy, slim, horny and 
submissive girl offers you a special 
experience with exceptional pleas-
ure. All services, including sensual 
massages (qualified independent 
masseuse) with natural French and 
happy ending. Private apartment. 
656350401 

BENALMADENA. Extravagant sexy 
blonde, big boobs, good English 
yours! 0034633010663 

COMPLIANT Genuine couple (will-
ing wife and knowing husband) of-
fer an incredibly sexual and unique 
experience to ladies, couples and 
gentlemen. Indulge your fantasy, be 
a voyeur, or simply enjoy very spe-
cial pleasures with us. Private apart-
ment in Nueva Andalucia or out calls 
685189518 

FUENGIROLA PORT: STILL THE 
VERY BEST VALUE IN TOWN WITH 
BEAUTIFUL LADIES AND EXCEL-
LENT SERVICE. ALWAYS COPIED 
BUT STILL, NEVER EVER 
EQUALED. NOW IN NEW PREM-
ISES, A LUXURY ATICO ONLY 2 
MINUTES WALK FROM THE 
CHURCH SQUARE IN THE HEART 
OF FUENGIROLA. FOR APPOINT-
MENTS, CALL 663645432 OR CALL 
OR WHATSAPP 661064376. SAT-
ISFACTION GUARANTEED 

THAI attractive, erotic massage, 
happy end, prostatic, relaxing. Vis-
its. Benalmádena, Torrequebrada 
Golf. www.mememassage.com 
602428556 whatssapp 

ESTEPONA. LUSCIOUS. MARTA 
MATURE. CAMELIA MULATA, 23, 
OUTCALLS, 24H. 680966710 

SENSUAL, exotic, erotic body mas-
sage by Sabrina from New York City. 
50% discount for Senior citizen. 
Benalmadena Costa (by windmill 
roundabout) 658189191 

MISTRESS Ursula Dominatrix. BDSM 
lifestyle. Feet workship. La-
tex/leather. Spanking. Role play. 
Own studio. 672870066 

GERMAN Mistress Melany 42, at-
tractive blond. Fuengirola from 10am 
to 6pm. 667407779 

DELUXE PRIVATE VILLA: FUEN-
GIROLA/ MIJAS COSTA: 12 SEÑO-
RITAS, ELEGANT, SUPERAFFE-
CIONATE. ALL SERVICES. 3 INDE-
PENDENT SALONS. AIR/CONDI-
TIONED. 9 ROOMS. POOL. PRI-
VATE PARKING. GROUPS, EVENTS, 
PRIVATE PARTIES. 24.HRS. HO-
TELS. VISA. 
605322635/952582150. FROM 
30/EUROS. 

NIKITA 1,65cm/ 45kgs. 84/60/84. 
Speak English. Fuengirola. 
634042376 

LIA, FUENGIROLA: I love sex, do 
you? Couples. Call me! 634168441 

PETITE brunette. I love sex do you? 
Call me now! Couples welcome! Lia, 
Fuengirola 634168441 English spo-
ken 

PRETTY woman, Nikita, 1,65cm/ 
45kgs. 84/60/84 Fantastic skills. 
Couples. Domination. Speak Eng-
lish. To feel good call Fuengirola 
604235410 

DIRTY fun with Miss Lucy. Erotic 
domination, footfetish, dirty talk, 
smokefetish, spanking. 604104187 

LORA Cubana, large breast, natu-
ral French. Massages. Nva. Anda-
lucía. 673251634 

NEW RELAX Riviera Open 24H. 7 
young ladies from different coun-
tries to have with an extraordinary 
time. Maximum discretion. Out-calls 
all over the Coast. Services form 
50E. Free drinks. 611237548 

CLAUDIA Beautiful Hungarian 19 
years. Perfect body. Available 24H 
652706624 

TINA 20 y.o. Bulgarian. Supper Sexy!! 
All the services. 24 hours. 
611237548 

COLOMBIAN 20, very sexy, I´m here 
24H for everything that you need. 
611238013 

VENEZUELAN 21. Available 24h. 
I´m Hot & sexy. Natural French. 
652590064 

NATALY & Delia. One from Ruma-
nia, the other from Turkey. 2 20 y.o 
dolls available 24H just for you!! 
611238013 

SPECIAL anal. Marbella explosive 
blonde, 120 breast. Couples. 
French without. Squirting. Pho-
tos available. Visa/Amex. Visits 
24hrs. 680554614   

Marbella Gabrielle Dominatrix I 
enjoy torturing, humiliation, 
Golden rain. Black kiss. Anal. La-
tex. Leather. Tongue kisses. I send 
photos. 24 hours. Visa/Amex. 
672420027  

MARBELLA: Delux villa, 8 high 
standing señoritas. Complete mas-
sage. Pool, Jacuzzi and Spa. Bar. 
Free drink/iberico assorted. 
Open.24hrs. www.casamasamar-
bella.com 680554614  
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MARBELLA Chanel voluptuous 
blonde, 130 breast, 24 years. All 
services. 24hrs. Hotel/ Visits. I 
send photos. 672420027  

MARBELLA Stunning Brazilian 
mulata, 21. French without. Anal. 
Couples. Threesomes. Toys. Ho-
tel/Visits. I send photos. 
680554614 

MARBELLA Centre. Villa with 12 
precious girls (+18 ), 30 minutes: 
50 euros, 1 hour: 100 euros. Open 
24 hours. Call 620366817  

BENALMADENA: Bianca sexy 
blonde, big tits. Private discreet 
apartment. Hotel visits. 631146080 

44.YEAR old blonde. Natural 
French. Toys. No limits. Secluded 
facilities. Call 663265150 sashas-
passion.com 

www.casakinkspain.com Dungeon-
studio. Massage. Fantasies. Squirt-
ing. Role play. All serv-
ices.662913428 

BENALMADENA: Sexy Vicky, pe-
tite European. Fluent English. In/ 
Outcalls. 605382376 

NEW BLACK Pearl 20, Chocolate 
body, French, massages, kisses. 
Nva.Andalucía 603274416 

BUTTERFLYGIRLS. We organise 
your parties to the last detail! Place 
yourself in our hands. Dreaming of 
a crazy night of partying? Whatever 
you want! 24 h.  VISA. 650237102, 
951274723  www.butterflygirls.es 
http://www.butterflygirls.es   

CALAHONDA. Larisa, blonde, blue 
eyes, Russian with amazing body. 
Passionate lover, affectionate and 
compliant. 608949543   

RIVIERA. Hello, lover! I'm Daniela, 
Latin American with fire in my veins. 
My long legs and big tits will drive 
you crazy. 616368985   

NEAR Elviria, Amanda, Brazilian, 
25, with a beautiful body, slim with 
natural tits. Nymphomaniac and per-
verted. Really wild. 616368985   

RIVIERA, Mariana, Polish brunette 
with green eyes. Pretty, sensual, 
very hot. A stylish lady who'll give 
you more pleasure than anybody. 
648814653   

VICKY, spectacular blonde Brazil-
ian. Affectionate and compliant. 
Sensual, nymphomaniac. Incalls and 
outcalls. 24 hours. VISA. 608949543   

CALAHONDA. 650237145. 24 h. 
I'm naked, horny, watching a porno 
film. Are you coming? I'm a mature 
Brazilian blonde nymphomaniac with 
big tits. From 50 ¿ 

MULTIORGASMIC Danish sexpot, 
enables you to fulfill all your fanta-
sies. Benajarafe. Xena 637168101 

TORRE Mar: New! Japanese ladies. 
Beautiful, pleasing. Services 24H. 
693996352 

FUENGIROLA: Divorce, charming 
sexy blond. Kisses. 69. Erotic mas-
sage. Hot sex! In/outcalls. 
625912315 

FUENGIROLA: Oriental young beau-
tiful Japaneses. Complete services. 
Outcalls. 24hrs. 693988340 

DIRTY old lady speaks English. In/ 
outcalls hotels. Fuengirola 
632868590 

JAPONESES Beautiful, vicious, spec-
tacular bodies. Total satisfaction. 
Calle Muro.Marbella center. 
657448188 

JAPANESE Stunning goddess. Tan-
tric and sexual body/to/body mas-
sage. Very good sexual services. 
Hotel and home visiting. Luxury 
private discreet apartment. Fuen-
girola. 673253870 

THAI beautiful sexy lady to pro-
vide you with the latest erotic 
services. Enjoy comfort 
Body/to/body massage, Tantric 
massage, chest massage, happy 
end. Private apartment. Opposite 
Hotel Las Palmeras Fuengirola. 
Visits. 602382363 

BENALMADENA: Young lady 35, 
attractive, sexy, educated. For 
gentlemen. 30 Euros. 634209427 

LOVEMASSAGE Mature perfect 
hands, curves, breast unforgetta-
ble, All services. Benalmadena. 
617695685 

ENGLISH ROSE privately educated, 
well spoken, attractive, elegant and 
slim, looking to accompany busi-
ness men. Lunch/ dinner optional. 
Discretion assured. 699859054 

MATURE Elegant lady. Voluptu-
ous bust. All services. Only hotel 
& home visits. 687387680 

SAN PEDRO: Beautiful teacher, per-
fect body, lingerie, stockings. I love 
sex. Toys. Watersports. 603242456 
Anne 

RAQUEL Young Brazilian brunette, 
sexy. Pº Maritimo, Nº23 Fuengirola 
626039574 

NVA ANDALUCIA: Blondie mild, 
perfect body. Full service. Massage. 
69. Toys. Private apartment. Visits. 
645898573 Juliana www.masajes-
sensualesdiana 

ESTEPONA: Sandrina Russian stu-
dent, very pretty and educated. Ho-
tels Outcalls. 24hrs. 602555400 

ESTEPONA: Sandra beautiful, lus-
cious, hot. If you want to have an 
unforgettable moment, call me! 
664582849 

10 SPECTACULAR ladies,  luxury 
villa. Swimming pool, visits, 24h. 
Visa. 615585871 

MÁLAGA Japanese. Young beau-
ties(+18). All services. Outcalls. 
24hrs. 688181075 www.relaxen-
malaga.com 

TRY something different, Asian, 
European, all service, multiorgas-
mic pleasure, no rushing, luxury 
place. San Pedro/ Banús. 618448131 

POLISH, Thai, Russian, busty, slim, 
blondy, kissing, anal, lesbic, hot 
horny, best servivel affordable, San 
Pedro/ Banús. 618448131 

NEW Thai, Polish, Argentinian, slim, 
sexy, pretty, wild, hot horny. All serv-
ices guarantee. No rush. Marbella. 
679126231 

THAI  Balines, hilot proffessional 
massage by oriental lady, erotic, 
horny, body body touch, slim, beau-
tiful european, new luxury Marbella. 
660898501 

SLIM, Beautiful Oriental, European, 
blond, brunette, lesbic, blowjob, 
greek, kissing, erotic, exotic, body-
body massage. Luxury atmosphere. 
Marbella. 679126231 

BENALMADENA Costa: Nice cou-
ple available for guys, ladies and 
couples. Private apartment. Out-
calls. 631146803 

BENALMADENA. Smart Russian, 
beautiful Brest, amazing sex! 
Come now! 0034632801194 

NICOL, Beautiful, passionate, sweet, 
hot sex, blowjob, pleasant garan-
tee. Discreet. Marbella. 634089793 

BENALMADENA: Very attractive 
lady for gentlemen. Big bum. Erotic 
massages. Outcalls/ Hotels. 
678113501 

TORROX Costa. María, beautiful 
sexy. Erotic massages. All serv-
ices. 631430967 

FUENGIROLA: Blonde, full serv-
ice, unhurried. Speak English. 50 
Euros. 632346092 

NEW FUENGIROLA. Beautiful young 
luxury doll, slim, hot, kisser. 
603171298 

KATY, busty, super body, pleasing. 
Massage. Discreet. Visits. Fuengi-
rola. 602451846 

NVA ANDALUCIA: Black woman, 
spectacular body, long legs, sexy 
lingerie, stockings, I love kissing. 
Malu 677680928 

BEAUTIFUL slim, model, tantra 
massage. Safe and clean place. Eng-
lish speaker. www.annatantra.com 
633060678 

ENGLISH blonde, elegant and sen-
sual Michelle, ex Fuengirola Port 
Star recommended by Tony. I'm 
back and horny as ever, offering 
unforgettable moments of ex-
treme pleasure and mutual sat-
isfaction. I guarantee you will be-
come a regular client. Very flexi-
ble hours in my apartment. Out-
calls and overnight stays avail-
able too. 602520601 

SENSUAL blonde. Duquesa/ Manilva. 
In/ outcalls. Discretion. Plasure guar-
antee 100%. 602617318 

ENGLISH Stephanie 34: Fuengirola 
(next to bus station). Size 8, 32GG 
very busty, long dark hair. No hid-
den extras, no upper age limit. Oral 
w/o, cim, passionate sex, massage. 
I love wearing heels and suspend-
ers. Toys, shower. 30 mins 40E, 45 
mins 50E, 1hr 70E. Avail every 
day10.30am - 6pm. Call, text, 
whatsapp 602636606. www.es-
cortinmarbella.com  

FUENGIROLA: Leticia Brazilian, 
kisses, caress, massages, sex. 30 
Euros. 602419749 

YOUNGS Spanish girlfriends(+18), 
caring, luscious, French without. 
Discreet. Marbella/Estepona 
722520777 

MARCELA mature blonde, Roll. Black 
Kiss. Erotic massage. Torre del Mar. 
Do not speak English. Only by 
Whatsapp 622905890 

MARBELLA Centre. Andrea. Pretty, 
sexy... Erotic masseuse. Nuru, 
body2body, happy ending tantra. 
Total luscious. 697232876 

ATTACTIVE mature blonde, all 
sexual services, overnights 300 
euros. Satifaction. Guaranteed, 
private villa Coin.681614955  

NEW BLONDE Russian student, 18; 
Spanish 19, model body, superhot! 
Guaranteed pleasure! Marbella. 
634351930 

VERY strict dominant Head Mistress 
at your service. Benalmadena Costa 
691533101 

TORROX Mónica 30-ish, Spanish 
superbrunette, big breast, massages. 
Opposite supermarket Dia, block 88, 
1st floor, door-2. Appointments. 
633527010 

BOLICHES Discretion, privacy, Jo-
hana 38 y.o. Superbody, big breast. 
617818615 

CANCELADA: Melody 20 years, 
young, beautiful, friendly, lovely 
body. 604109768 

ESTEPONA: Angelina 20 years, at-
tractive, playful, naughty, sweet. 
Discreet. 602891749 

SQUIRTINGGIRL with special abil-
ity squirting. Hotel, home visits. 
skill@gmx.us 622269947  

FUENGIROLA Latina 25, sexy, beau-
tiful, pleasing. 10am to 10pm. 
655417870 Send photos by 
Whatsapp 

CAROLINA 38, beautiful blonde 
Brazilian, pleasing. PºMaritimo nº23, 
Fuengirola. 617297056 

BENALMADENA. Sensual blonde, 
pleasing, luscious. Specialist 
prostatic massage. 658547999 

BETWEEN San Pedro-Estepona. 
Unforgettable experience for nice 
gentlemen. Beautiful lady from 
Poland. 617700999 

ATTENTION Bi sexual female's!! We 
are a couple looking for a special 
single bi female for genuine friend-
ship & erotic 3 some sexy fun! She 
is a attractive 50 y/o 80 kg. Span-
ish feminine female (speeks Eng-
lish) he is a smart 50 y/o english 
male who enjoys to please! Both 
good fun. Safe & easy to get on with. 
Our request is ideally the female to 
be aged 30/50 & similar size. Genu-
ine replies only! Tel/ WhatsApp 
666241557. Keep this number 

BENALMADENA. Hot Brazilian 
girl(+18) Massage erotic, prostatic 
sex Greek. 602612912  

DEBORAH. Beautiful mulata, slim, 
discreet, vicious, men and cou-
ples, receipt alone, discreet, pri-
vate apartment. 698579598 Mar-
bella. 

MARBELLA Carmen, mature, mas-
sage, 602475138, big ass, Greek, 
French till end. Avenida Arias Mal-
donado 1, Iberest 1, apt 3-G  

MARY: Erotic sexy massage, happy 
ending no rush. 40 Euros. 
697441387 Fuengirola Church 
Square 

BEAUTIFUL woman, big natural 
breasts, sexy curves and company. 
678859715 

CALAHONDA, Monica beautiful 
Spanish lady. Slim with natural 
breasts. Horny and wild. 24 hrs. 
603325403  

RIVERIA, Claudia nymphomaniac. 
French until end. Greek, 24hrs. In/out 
calls. 603325403 

Male 

LEONARDO: 35. Brazilian body 
builder. 23cms. Also couples. 
602357175 Malaga 

LAS CHAPAS: Attractive boy, su-
perendowed. Perfect lover, that will 
make you enjoy sex. 603202758 

MALE to male, full body massage. 
Fuengirola. 609321958  

ALEJANDRO 24 years, sexual mas-
sage with happy ending. Own apart-
ment. Outcalls. 24 hrs. 665344158 

AFRO British muscular guy. Erotic 
massages, all fantasies, soft (Bena-
jarafe)/ hardcore (Torremolinos). 
In/ Out. 604192852 

MARBELLA center, bisexual big size 
for everything. 657328140 

OLDER masochistic male seeks a 
sadistic contemporary, respectful 
kindly gay with a taste for the ex-
treme. Your venue, no fees. outre-
fun1@yahoo.co.uk 

Transvestites 

TRANSSEXUAL Sophia, beautiful 
brunette, active/ passive, great 
bust, well hung. 662045252. Fuen-
girola. www.escortswow.es/sofi-
abiagg 

NEW BENALMADENA Barbarela 
Trans mulata, 22cms. Party girl. 
Drinks. 24hrs. 695973362 

ESTEPONA. TRANSVESTITE EVA 
25yo. 22cms. ACTIVE/PASSIVE, 
VERSATILE, OUTCALLS, 24H. VISA 
660874904 

MARBELLA center stunning Thai 
ladyboy kissable lips, top/ bottom, 
in/ outcalls. 602493030 

TRANSVESTITE masseuse, body 
fitness, big bust. Marbella cen-
tre. Whatsapp 603100027 

TORRE del Mar: New transvestite 
Ariana, 22cms, active/ passive. No 
limits. 24hrs. 697867502 

Massage 

WWW.TANTRACENTER.ES PLEAS-
URE WITHOUT LIMITS, SPEC-
TACULAR MASSEUSE. MASSAGE 
EROTIC... WITH!!!SHOCKING END! 
952216145/ 644452369 

SAYAN. Tantra massage for ladies, 
gentlemen & couples. Ultimate 
bliss at a very nice place. Fuengi-
rola. 952586339 /608977260 
www.masajessayan.es  

PURE ecstasy in Nueva Andalucia 

with young pretty independent mas-

seuse. Erotic body, tantric and other 

completely relaxing massages in pri-

vate apartment. 656350401 

COSTA del Sol around. Exotic, busty, 

mature, sexy, no rush. In/ out. 

658039189 

touch4men.com Professional Erotic 

man2man massage. Incalls Torre-

molinos. Outcalls Costa del Sol. 

628746407 

MASSAGE Center: Tantric, erotic. 
Pleasure, elegance, discretion. 
The best of the Costa del Sol. 
www.tantranubha.com 
649808695 Benalmádena Costa  

FUENGIROLA Carolina, blonde, ele-
gant, relaxing massage, full erotic 
massage. Whatsapp. Message: 
634797230 

LATINA girl fitness masseuse 
beautiful young, very sensual, all 
type of erotic massage, private, 
airconditioned apartment next to 
Hotel Barcelo, (Guadalmina) 
Whatsapp 663624237 

MARBELLA centre. New. Luxury 
center with wide selection of expert 
masseuse... Sensual, erotic. Nuru 
erotic tantra, body to body lingam 
and prostatic. Unique experience 4 
hands, pleasant and exciting, dou-
ble stimulation. Massage for cou-
ples. Open: 9:00am/9:00pm. Ap-
pointment: 952867663/ 
690046233 

44.YEAR old brunette, slender, natu-
ral French, Greek, toys, squirting, 
no limits, dungeon. Secluded facili-
ties. Call 662913428 Check me out 
at: www.Lailalynch1.com 

MIJAS Costa. Monika, pretty ma-
ture, busty, all services, massage, 
no rush. In/ out. 616713743 

MASSAGE and fun! Genuine trained 
exotic male tantric masseur. 
645291083 

DISCOVER the benefits of tantric 
massages! Feel the pleasure in your 
skin...635290724 

ATTRACTIVE Asian Expert oriental 
massage, relieve pain and stress, 
unique service qualified. Discreet 
atmosphere, easy to find. Marbella. 
604143788 

MATURE man, qualified masseur. 
Excellent massages for men. Torre-
molinos, Carihuela. 639040128 

GORGEOUS Paola. Model´s body, 
tantra, relaxing, B2B massage. Ex-
cellent company/Good vibes. relax-
ingtouch.es 602448534 

BEAUTIFUL Russian masseuse: 
Spectacular relaxing massage and 
ending. Malaga 674514855 

FULLY Naked Body 2 Body Massage 
Fuengirola 2 x British girls, slim 26- 
19. Take your pick. 634301275 

40 EUROS: Tantra, body2body mas-
sage with complete ending by beau-
tiful lady. Fuengirola. 645131273 
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RIVIERA. Experienced mature Ori-
ental lady giving unforgettable mas-
sage. Visits. 652992128 

GORGEOUS Fillipina offers relax-
ing massage in the comfort of your 
own home 602483864 

TORREMOLINOS: Your erotic mas-
seuse. Maximum pleasure for relax-
ing massage. Professional. Exqui-
site treatment. 633578665 

MIAH, Fuengirola. Erotic, profes-
sional massage, body2body, happy 
ending. Miah, 647101046 

FUENGIROLA: Relaxing, prostatic 
massage. Silky hands. Happy end-
ing. In/outcalls. 625912315 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse: Mas-
sages till end with optional end. 
666770405 Estepona 

ESTEPONA. Funny young latina, 
sex, massage. I speak English. 
604231626 

SAN PEDRO de Alcántara. Pretty 
and gorgeous Asian Lady offering 
you a very good relaxing and sen-
sual massage.Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Feel the magic touch. Mon-
day- Sunday, 24 hrs. Call 695325553 
Amanda 

Various 

VIAGRA Kamagra 100mm for sale. 
be-met1@hotmail.com for deliv-

ery/ postal 634029878 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-

lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 

mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-

livery all areas. For the best prod-

ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call us on 951977329 

www.motorcadespain.com For 
one owner Spanish cars at U.K. 
prices 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff- 
639416333 

RENAULT Kangoo 1.5 DCI profes-
sional. Demo purchased from Ren-
ault 2010. 117.500 Km 2,995 euros. 
639615545 

IVECO Daily 2004, extra LWB, high 
roof, factory fitted roof rack, only 
done 70,000 miles, full service, all 
oils changed, passed MOT with no 
advisories, on 15 March only done 
3,000 miles since averaged 29 MPG, 
fully freighted from Manchester to 
Nerja, all tires including spares 
bought new before MOT. 2,200 
Euros. Tel Dave 655392941  

MERCEDES C180 CGI, petrol, Blue-

Efficiency, 09/10, low kms, excel-

lent conditions, Black. 12,995 Euros. 

630238702 

Car / Van Hire 
CAR HIRE Long and short term. 
Airport meet and greet. Delivery 
service. Call 607334610 

LONG term from 325 euros month-
libra rent a car +34630262143 

Repairs 

CAR KEYS lost or need spare? Keys 
cut & paired with car, car opening, 
car key & remotes. Specialist. Ray 
679831166 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

CLASSIC Cars Restoration ¿ 30 years' 
experience in simple repairs and up-
grades to ground up restoration, 
bodywork, upholstery etc. Classic 
Cars Marbella. www.classiccarsmar-
bella.com Tel. 697980431 

GT AUTOS Mijas. ITV's. Servicing 
and repairs. Diagnostics; engine ABS 
airbags, aircon. 952462852, 
622252570. 

PROFESSIONAL car valeting for 
quality cars. Please view web. www 
autovaleting.eu. Tel. 666926718 

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

PUERTO Cabopino. RYA Training 
Center. Boating Licence. All wa-
tersports and Dolphin trips. 
www.splashwatersports.com Tel: 
Barry/Nigel: 952837070/ 
670659218 

PUERTO Banus 8M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

INTERNATIONAL Skipper license: 
Course held in English, and starts 
soon. RYA VHF and Radar Courses. 
636444929  

FOR RENT 12 Metre Berth - Puerto 
BanusContact : briant-
davies@aol.com - 0044 7768 
028400 
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Talk Radio Europe 

105.5 Axarquía 

91.5 Costa del Sol East 

91.9 Costa del Sol West 

98.7 Gibraltar/Sotogrande 

News, interviews, lifestyle, sport and  

BBC World Service. 

Global (93.6 and 96.4FM) 

All week round the clock music and 

entertainment 

Radio Radio Network (96 and 98.3 

FM). Music 24 hours. 

Central FM (98.6 FM, 103.8) 

All week, classic tracks and today’s music 

broadcast to the Costa del Sol 

ACE FM (106.8 FM) 

Inland radio, news and music 

The Beat fm (106 FM)  

24 hours, music and entertainment 

Spectrum  (105.5 FM, Costa 

Almeria/Mojácar 92.6 FM) 

24 hour music and entertainment 

Radio Mijas (107.7 FM) 

3 p.m. News, views and music 

Radio Sol Almijara (99.1 FM) 

Nerja radio in English and German and 

night time World Radio Network 

Heartfmspain (88.5 FM Costa, 96.1 

FM inland) Music, entertainment, news 

Lick FM (103.6 FM Marbella) 

Urban music broadcast between Gibraltar 

and Calahonda 

Rtv Puebla (107.7 FM) 

Monday evenings, Rock music memories. 

7 - 9pm. email: 

radiopuebla.musicmemories@yahoo.com 

Fb: Radiotelevision Peubla de Cazalla 

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES CLOCKWORD

THE WORDPUZZLER

INTERNATIONAL RADIO

QUESTION 1

QUIZ

1. Sodium chloride 
2. Sodium hydroxide 
3. Sodium bicarbonate 
4. Sulphuric acid

What is the scientific 
name for caustic soda?

QUESTION 2

1. The Ten Commandments 
2. The book of Revelations 
3. The Bible 
4. The ten plagues

In biblical terms the 
Decalogue is another word 
for what?

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11266

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making 

sure that every 

row of nine 

numbers includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9, every 

column includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9 and every 3 

by 3 subsection 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

Conversations that lead to good 

decisions are going ahead this week. Be 

open and honest.     

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

A fresh approach is needed now, maybe 

just when you are lacking in energy. Still 

any effort to move on is worthwhile!  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

The sparkling side to your nature spins 

over into your love life. They do say that 

those who work hard tend to play hard.  

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Loving distractions are everywhere and 

someone feels that they have to prove 

something to you. Your interest in them 

may be up and down.   

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

There are no surprises for you on the 

work front. Determination to get things 

done and dusted does just that!  

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

After a few personal frustrations you 

could be feeling pretty peeved as next 

week begins.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Others need to realise that your time is 

precious. A light, social time at the 

weekend is sorely needed.  

 

Virgo  

August 24th - September 23rd 

Tying up loose ends is needed now to 

keep you balanced. Of course you tend 

to take on too much but with so much 

energy, is there any other way? 

 

Libra  

September 24th - October 23rd 

Twists and turns this week make you 

wonder where it is all going but, by 

next weekend, the fog clears. 

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Agitation should not be in your 

vocabulary this week. Peace and quiet 

progress certainly should.    

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Strange how some things that have 

been a thorn in your side can suddenly 

disappear, isn’t it? Take a lighter 

attitude and ‘go with the flow’.   

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Grab any chance to get ahead and try 

to stay single-minded. There will be 

plenty of time for play later.

Across Down

3 2 5

7 6

3 2 7 1 4

7 9 6

8 4

9 3 4 2

7 3 5

1 3

5 8 1 6

MEDIO
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Across Down

BOOK OF THE WEEK

Zama                                  

Antonio Di Benedetto 

Don Diego de Zama is a servant to 
the Spanish crown in remote Para-
guay. Separated from his wife and 
children, he continuously schemes 
for professional advancement as he 
struggles with his mental and emo-
tional state as isolation, bureau-
cratic setbacks, and self-destructive 
choices begin to compound them-
selves in his life. The novel is di-
vided chronologically into three 
sections: 1790, 1794, and 1799, 
which focus on, respectively, Zama’s 
sexual, financial, and existential 
conflicts.

ANSWERS

Language Crossword

Cryptic Crossword

Clockword solution

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THOUGHT FOR  
THE WEEK

Don’t 
mistake 

silence for 
weakness, 

smart people 
don’t plan 
out loud 

ANON

Answer 1: Sodium hydroxide. 

Of interest: Caustic soda is one of the common names for sodium hydroxide 

(NaOH), which is also known as lye. It is used for soap making, candle making, 

homemade biodiesel, frosting glass, making several foods, and for chemistry 

experiments.  

Answer 2 : The Ten Commandments 

Of interest: The Decalogue is an English term for the Ten Commandements. 

It comes from the  Middle English ‘decalog’ from Late Latin ‘decalogus’ and 

Medieval Greek ‘dekálogos’.

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Costa Mediterranea    28/10                        -                             -                         07.00              19.00 

Aegean Odyssey          28/10               Cartagena               Cadiz                    07.00              23.59 

MSC Magnifica             28/10                   Genoa             Casablanca              12.00              18.00  

Thomson Celebration 29/10                        -                             -                         06.00              22.00 

Westerdam                    29/10               Cartagena               Cadiz                    08.00              18.00 

Mein Schiff                    29/10                    Cadiz                 Valencia                 08.00              19.00 

Horizon                           29/10                 Alicante          Porto Torres             10.00              16.30 

Costa Magica                31/10                        -                             -                         07.00              13.00 

Star Flyer                        31/10                        -                             -                         07.00              22.00 

Star Breeze                    31/10                        -                             -                         08.00              22.00 

Siver Spirit                     31/10                    Cadiz                 Valencia                 08.00              19.00 

Corinthian                      31/10               Cartagena           Gibraltar                 08.00              23.00 

Europa                             02/11                   Seville                Valencia                 08.00              18.00 

Sea Cloud                       03/11                  Valetta            Casablanca              08.00              19.00 

Veendam                        03/11                        -                   Cartagena               08.00              18.00 

Oceana                         03/11                  Cadiz              Gibraltar               08.00            18.00 

Mein Schiff                  03/11                 Palma              Gibraltar               08.00            18.00 

Viking Sun                   03/11             Cartagena             Cadiz                  08.00            20.00
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FUENGIROLA. The Lux Mundi 
Ecumenical Centre in Fuengirola 
held its annual open day on 
Wednesday. The Christian foun-
dation threw open its doors in or-
der to inform the public of the 
wide range of services it offers, and 
the event attracted a steady flow 
of visitors throughout the day. 

The ecumenical centre has de-
veloped - together with its sister 
centre in Torre del Mar - into a 
charitable organisation, which of-
fers both spiritual and material as-
sistance to local residents, expats 
and tourists. 

A collection of photographs and 
newspaper cuttings relaying Lux 
Mundi’s history were displayed in 
the library area, while volunteers 
were on hand to explain the dif-
ferent religious services that the 
organisation offers. There was also 
information concerning the vari-
ous courses and language classes, 

trips, outings and support groups.  
With the benevolence of the La 

Cala de Mijas Lions Club, who were 
present at the event, Lux Mundi 
also offers help and assistance to 
the local homeless people, operat-

ing a soup kitchen every 
Monday and takeaway food on 
a Thursday lunchtime. Other 
services include the loan of 
wheelchairs, crutches and walk-
ing frames.           

Visitors enjoyed refreshments 
and a selection of homemade cakes 
while being entertained by the lo-
cal amateur musical societies, TIMS 
and A Touch of Class.  

The Christian organisation, win-
ner of the SUR in English Award 
in 1997, was also presented with a 
cheque for 500 euros, raised by the 
Gemini Masonic Lodge in La Cala 
de Mijas. 

Lux Mundi has now been help-
ing people of all nationalities for 
almost 50 years. Officially opened 
in December 1973, it has since 
evolved into a community that 
continues to respond to the needs 

of residents and visitors of dif-
ferent religious confessions. 

The Fuengirola branch is 
maintained by the daily ef-
forts of its volunteers, 
friends and benefactors. 
However, the centre is in 
constant need of volunteers 
who can help with the daily 

running of the facility. 
“Our aim is to inform visi-

tors of the range of services 
we offer and also to invite them 

to get involved with the founda-
tion,” Susan Bell, Lux Mundi’s pub-
licity agent said.

Visitors enjoy the open day at Lux Mundi in Fuengirola. :: T.B.

The Lux Mundi ecumenical centre in Fuengirola held an open day offering information and entertainment

Opening doors to a whole world of services

TONY                  
BRYANT

 tonysureng@gmail.com 
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Receiving the cheque :: T. B.


