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to a close

 

Former Andalusian presidents 
in court as ERE trial gets going

Political parties in Catalonia are in 
the final stages of campaigning for 
the election to the regional parlia-
ment on 21 December, as former presi-
dent Carles Puigdemont, still in Bel-
gium, makes video appearances at 
rallies. The removal of religious art-
works to Aragón has caused upset 
among separatists this week.   P16

Market traders at Mercamálaga are working around the clock 
to satisfy their customers’ festive demands   P38&39

Two former presidents of the Junta 
de Andalucía, Manuel Chaves and 
José Antonio Griñán, are among the 
accused in a high profile trial that 
got under way in Seville this week. 
Prosecutors are calling for the 22 de-
fendants to be given sentences that 
add up to a total of 114 years in prison 
for corrupt practice and embezzle-

ment in relation to the administra-
tion of a fund set aside for subsidies 
for struggling businesses between 
2001 and 2010. The case hit the head-
lines in 2013 when an investigation 
revealed that funds had been used 
to pay redundancy and early retire-
ment packages to firms whose lists 
of recipients included people who 

had never been employed there. Fur-
ther inquiries discovered that some 
of the firms receiving funds were 
dummies apparently created solely 
for that purpose. Among the defen-
dants are five former Andalusian 
ministers and other ex-officials. The 
trial is expected to last several 
months.  P2

A decade of alleged 
corruption in 
redundancy fund 
administration is 
under scrutiny

Polls suggest that 
separatist parties will be 
just short of an overall 
majority in next Thursday’s 
regional ballot

Parties vie for 
votes in Catalan 
election 
countdown

Cyclist Chris Froome 
under the microscope 
after failing drugs test 
during this year’s Vuelta a 
España  P51

Extreme weather strikes 
again. Trees were 
uprooted in some areas 
while others experienced 
snowfall  P5

SPORT

An unexpected boost 
for Malaga CF. A win 
against Real Sociedad will 
soon be followed by new 
midfield signings  P52&54

Kenya at the double at 
the Malaga marathon. 
Forty-five nationalities 
took part in a record-
breaking race  P55

Young Wimbledon 
champion among 
province’s finest 
recognised at SUR awards 
this week  P8

 :: S. SALAS

Fishmongers at the wholesale market on the outskirts of Malaga. :: SALVADOR SALAS
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José Antonio Griñán and 
Manuel Chaves are 
among the defendants in 
the case that questions a 
decade of subsidy policy 
under the socialist 
government in Andalucía 

:: MARÍA DOLORES TORTOSA 

SEVILLE. The high profile defen-
dants in the “ERE” case filed into a 
Seville court on Wednesday for the 
first day of a trial that is expected 
to go on for several months. 

Among the accused are two for-
mer presidents of the Socialist-run 
Junta de Andalucía, Manuel Chaves 
and José Antonio Griñán, as well as 
20 former officials at the regional 
government, among them six ex-
ministers. 

The trial will scrutinise the al-
leged corrupt practice and embez-
zlement within the regional author-
ity over almost an entire decade be-
tween 2001 and 2010. 

The case broke into the headlines 
in 2013 when several arrests were 
made in connection with an inves-
tigation into irregularities concern-
ing the granting of subsidies to help 
struggling businesses. 

False redundancies 
Most of the grants under scrutiny 
were to help firms pay redundancy 
and early retirement packages in or-
der to reduce their workforces and 
stay in business. 

The case got its name from the 
acronym ERE (which stands for ‘ex-
pedientes de regulación de empleo’) 
used in cases of mass redundancies. 

The investigation revealed years 
of apparent abuse of the system: nu-
merous names that appeared on the 
lists of employees to be paid off be-
longed to people who had never 
worked for the firms applying for 

the funds, and some of the firms 
had been set up with the sole aim 
of receiving the subsidies. 

The suspects arrested included 
Francisco Javier Guerrero, former di-
rector general of Employment, and 
his driver who allegedly received 
benefits through firms created for 
the purpose and spent the money 
on cocaine and parties. Another 
branch of the case involved over-in-
flated commissions for insurers and 
intermediaries. 

Manuel Chaves, who was presi-
dent of the Junta de Andalucía be-
tween 1990 and 2009, is among the 
seven defendants accused of cor-
rupt practice. The prosecution be-
lieves that he was aware of the 
“opaque” system being run by the 
agency IFA-IDEA responsible for 
processing the subsidy claims. Mag-

dalena Álvarez, Andalusian minis-
ter for Finance between 1994 and 
2004, who, like Chaves, went on to 
become a central government min-
ister in Madrid in the cabinet of So-
cialist prime minister José Luis Ro-
dríguez Zapatero, is among this 
group of seven who face a ten-year 
ban on holding public office - the 
penalty called for by the public 
prosecution - or a two-year prison 
sentence called for by the PP party’s 
prosecution case. 

Embezzlement “by omission” 
Chaves’ successor, José Antonio 
Griñán, faces charges of embezzle-
ment as well as corrupt practice. 
Griñán was regional finance minis-
ter between 2004 and 2009 and 
president from 2009 to 2013. The 
prosecutor believes that he not only 
knew about the system but also 
failed to act on warnings from audi-
tors about the inappropriate use of 
funds. This, says the prosecution, 
amounts to embezzlement by omis-
sion. Griñán faces a six-year prison 
sentence and a 30-year ban on pub-
lic office. The 14 others accused of 
the same two offences face between 
six and eight years in prison. 

This is not the first time that for-
mer presidents of a Spanish region 
and officials have been on trial for 
a criminal offence, however it is the 
first time that the high profile de-
fendants are not accused of increas-
ing their own personal wealth 
through an illegal system. 

Wednesday’s court session in-
volved the prosecutors reading out 
their accusations, calling for a to-
tal of 114 years in prison for the de-
fendants. Thursday saw the defence 
lawyers laying down their case. The 
representatives of the two former 
presidents stated that their clients 
neither took part in the awarding 
of the subsidies nor knew about the 
irregularities.

ERE trial gets under way with two former regional 
presidents and 20 ex-officials among the accused

Chaves and Griñán (centre) surrounded by five former Junta ministers and other ex-officials. :: EFE

The former presidents exchange comments during the session. :: EFE
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:: JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA. The developers of the 
future designer outlet centre next 
to Plaza Mayor, Sonae Sierra and 
McArthurGlen, have been told by 
the central government that they 
must build two extra lanes on the 
MA-20 to improve access to the 

centre. The current dual carriage-
way needs widening, said the high-
ways agency at the Ministry of 
Public Works, which blames the 
tailbacks that already form on the 
MA-20 at this point on the exist-
ing shopping and leisure complex. 

The cost of the works, whose 
plans have been unveiled at city 
hall, will cost some three million 
euros, and take five months to com-
plete. Work could start next April, 
if the ministry approves the plans 
submitted, and could be complete 
by mid-October, which is when the 
developers hope to open the de-
signer outlet village. 

The developers predict that the 
centre will receive some three mil-
lion visitors in its first few years, 
who will join the ten million peo-
ple who already visit the Plaza 
Mayor centre every year. 

Plaza Mayor will have to build two new lanes 
on the motorway before it opens outlet

The developers of the  
new designer outlet 
shopping complex need  
to widen the MA-20 to 
avoid further hold-ups            
at the junction

Tailbacks already form at the Plaza Mayor exit. :: SUR

The volume of travellers 
who used Malaga Airport 
between January and 
November was up 11.9 
per cent on the same 
period of last year 

:: EFE 

MALAGA. Between January and 
November this year some 17.6 mil-
lion passengers have used the 
Malaga-Costa del Sol airport, al-
most a million more than the fig-
ure for the same period of the pre-
vious year. 

The figures, released on Tues-
day by the Spanish airports author-
ity Aena, revealed that the increase 
in passenger figures of 11.9 per cent 
reflected the increase in the num-
ber of flights, up 11 per cent to 
128,796 in the last 11 months. 

The vast majority of passengers  
used commercial flights and of 

them more than 15 million trav-
elled to or from airports outside 
Spain (up 12.7 per cent on last year), 
with domestic flights represent-
ing just 6.9 per cent of the total. 
The busiest day in November was 
Sunday 5th when 385 flights 
brought 51,934 passengers through 
the airport. 

The growth looks set to continue 
into next year.  

A new route between Malaga 
and Lyon was announced this week 
by Transavia, the low cost arm of 
Air France-KLM. Flights will link 
the Costa del Sol with Lyon-Saint 
Exupéry twice a week from April 
2018. 

Malaga airport is the third busiest in mainland Spain. :: SUR

:: P. M. 
MALAGA. The Costa del Sol is 
moving up the ranking of prof-
itable tourist destinations for ho-
teliers. According to a study by 
Exceltur, while the Costa del Sol 
in general is in the top 20, Mar-
bella is second in the country af-
ter Ibiza in terms of RevPar (reve-
nue per available room). During 
peak season the average for Mar-
bella was 153.9 euros, up 4.5% on 
last year. In Malaga city the 
RevPar was up 12% this year to 
85.4 euros.

Airport’s annual passenger figures           
reach 17 million for the first time ever 

Costa del Sol in  
the top twenty 
destinations with 
the highest hotel 
profitability

:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

BENALMÁDENA. The Vincci 
Selección Aleysa Boutique & Spa 
in Benalmádena has been 
named  the best luxury hotel in 
Spain in the Trivago Awards. The 
recognition is based on the re-
views posted by users online. 
The hotel, which has 35 rooms 
and around 60 employees, was 
praised for the “warmth” of the 
staff and the “quality” of the 
services. 

The manager Sara González 
said that one of the reasons for 
this special attention on the part 
of the members of staff is that 
the hotel does not outsource its 
services and that all the workers 
are direct employees. 

The mayor of Benalmádena, 
Víctor Navas, described the ho-
tel as a national benchmark in its 
field.

Benalmádena’s 
Vincci Aleysa 
named best luxury 
hotel in Spain in 
Trivago Awards

Xxx 
xxx 

XXXX 
:: NOMBRE APELLIDO. Xxx

Ryanair ground staff 
threaten to strike           
on 30 December 

Spain’s main trade unions have 
said that the Ryanair ground staff 
in Spain will go on strike on 30 
December if the company does 
not meet their demands for salary 
increases and improved condi-
tions. In a report submitted to the 
mediation body SIMA, the un-
ions, which represent around a 
thousand workers, outline 12 de-
mands, which include a three per 
cent salary increase, no more 
than 214 working days a year and 
a higher overtime pay rate. The 
news comes just days after Ry-
anair’s Irish, German, Italian and 
Portuguese pilots announced 
strikes. The Italians were due to 
stop today, 15 December, and the 
Irish on Wednesday 20 December. 
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As internees get restless, 
another boat with 
migrants from Africa 
reaches the Costa del Sol   

:: SUR 

MALAGA. Tensions have been ris-
ing inside the new Archidona jail, 
which has been acting as a tempo-
rary migrant detention centre ahead 
of its formal opening as a prison. 

Currently there are some 500 il-
legal immigrants held there and on 
Wednesday, sources said, distur-
bances broke out.   

Workers who were supervising 
had to be withdrawn for their own 
safety and specialist riot police called 
in.  

According to campaigners against 
the use of the prison building to 
house migrants, the increasing un-
rest is due to the realisation that 
some will be soon repatriated. “They 
are aware that they will soon be ex-
pelled. After risking their lives to 
get here, they are not going to make 
it easy,” said a campaigner.  The 
same sources said that smoke had 
been seeing coming from the build-
ing and noises were heard inside. 

Meanwhile a further 53 sub-Sa-
haran boat migrants reached El 
Hornillo beach near  Torre del Mar, 
east of Malaga, on Wednesday.  

So far this year over 2,000 illegal 
immigrants have arrived by sea 
along the Costa del Sol, double the 
number that arrived last year. 

Tensions rise in Archidona 
migrant detention centre

LORRY DEATH 

BEACH TRAGEDY AT 

A-7 BEND IN LA CALA

:: SUR

A 58-year-old lorry driver was killed last weekend when the ve-
hicle he was driving plunged onto the beach off the notoriously 
tight bend on the A-7 near Mijas Playa, in La Cala de Mijas. The 
accident happened on Sunday at kilometre 202 and caused a 
tailback of several kilometres.

Owner injured  in raid on 
Christmas biscuit factory 

ANTEQUERA 
:: SUR. The owner of well-known 
La Perla, maker of traditional ‘man-
tecado’ almond treats in Antequera, 
was stabbed this week after surpris-
ing two late-night raiders in the fac-
tory below his home. The alleged as-
sailants were arrested after police 
examined local CCTV footage. 

Pair accused of poisoning  
their neighbour’s cats 

MALAGA 
:: SUR.  A couple are waiting to be 
sentenced over the supposed poi-
soning of five of their neighbour’s 
eight cats. A judge has been decid-
ing whether to agree with the prose-
cution request for them to be jailed 
over accusations they threw poi-
soned meatballs over a dividing wall.  

112 REPORTS

:: SUR 

MALAGA. A 58-year-old man from 
the Czech Republic and a 39-year-
old man from Kosovo have been held 

by police in connection with the theft 
of cash and personal belongings from 
passengers at Malaga airport. Accord-
ing to sources, the accused targeted 
tourists who had just arrived at the 
airport by distracting them and mak-
ing off with bags and purses.  

They allegedly carried out nine 
thefts and have taken in total l 
30,000 euros, 30,000 roubles,  450 
pounds, 10 laptops, smartphones, 
jewellery, watches and other elec-
tronic devices. 

Two held over  
thefts from 
passengers at 
Malaga airport

Toddler left locked inside 
school bus for 5 hours 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 
:: E.C.  An inquiry has been ordered 
into how a three-year-old girl man-
aged to get locked inside a school 
bus and be left for five hours on 
Tuesday. Sources said that the girl, 
who is in pre-school, had fallen 
asleep and nobody had checked 
whether the bus was empty.
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Fallen trees was the main 
culprit as traffic chaos hit 
the province’s street 
after a morning of strong 
gusts of wind  

:: F. JIMÉNEZ / I. LILLO 

MALAGA. Fire brigades around 
the region were swamped with calls 
on Monday morning due to prob-
lems caused by the strong winds 
and rain that hit the Costa del Sol 
and inland areas. Most of the call-
outs were due to fallen trees or 
parts of trees blocking roads and 
causing traffic disruptions. 

The situation was particularly 
chaotic in the city of Malaga where 
gusts of winds of up to 100 km/h 
were recorded. 

The Alameda Principal was closed 
to traffic after a ficus tree (one of 
the youngest in the avenue - around 
50 years old) fell onto the north 
section. One woman suffered mi-
nor injuries. 

Another tree fell onto the area 
where metro works are under way. 
The Alameda and part of the Paseo 
del Parque were closed to traffic. 
More fallen trees affected traffic 
in the Paseo de los Curas, adding 
to the traffic chaos. 

In Torremolinos part of the mu-
nicipal swimming pool complex 
had to be evacuated after a section 
of the exterior wall covering fell to 
the ground. 

In the rest of the province, fire 
brigades were called out to deal with 
problems caused by falling trees or 

branches in Rincón de la Victoria, 
Alhaurín de la Torre, Vélez-Málaga 
and Pizarra, as well as a fallen elec-
tricity pylon in Estepona. 

The amber weather warning for 
high winds kept the province’s fish-
ing fleets in port on Monday morn-
ing, when waves of 2.5 metres were 
recorded.

Another bout of extreme weather 
brings disruption to the region

Most of the problems were caused by fallen trees. :: SALVADOR SALAS

:: F. J. 
MALAGA. While in some parts 
of the region Monday’s weather 
front brought strong winds and 
uprooted trees, inland areas ex-
perienced the first snowfall of 
the season. 

The El Torcal nature reserve, in 
Antequera, and the Sierra de las 
Nieves mountains, located to the 
east of Ronda, were covered in a 
blanket of white, causing road ac-

cess to the former to be cut off as 
a precautionary measure. 

The town of Yunquera was the 
only urban area to see snow, but it 
did not settle in the same way as it 
did at the Caucón and Saucillo passes. 

There were no registered inci-
dents as a result of the snow. 

Elsewhere, waterlogging, 
caused by heavy rain, closed the 
N-331 (Malaga to Cordoba) as it 
passed through Antequera.

The first snow of the 
season reaches inland areas

The Sierra de las Nieves, covered in white. :: RAFAEL FLORES

:: I. L. 
MALAGA. Monday’s gales of up to 
100 km/h resulted in around 40 trees 
being uprooted in the city of Malaga. 
While this number is quite small 
considering that there are 130,000 
within the city limits, it highlighted 
a problem that the city hall is al-
ready aware of. 

According to its Environment de-
partment, there are around 9,000 
trees throughout the city that need 

to be replaced, either because they 
are an inappropriate species for their 
location or because their survival 
chances are low. 

In the case of the Alameda Princi-
pal, known for its avenue of trees and 
where two trees fell, only four of the 
larger ficus are considered to be 
healthy. 

The council plans to replant all of 
the high-risk trees within the next 
25 years.

Weather reveals 
weaknesses in 
thousands of trees 
in Malaga’s streets
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30 species of native trees 
and plants were dropped 
over the Barranco Pérez 
ravine from a Guardia Civil 
helicopter on Wednesday 
morning  

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

CÓMPETA. Malaga’s Diputación, 
the public body which oversees 
the province’s local authorities, 
carried out a pilot project in an at-
tempt to plant new trees in a fire-
damaged area near Cómpeta on 
Wednesday. 

The project, which is the first 
of its kind in Andalucía, spread 
27,000 seed ‘bombs’ containing 
over half a million seeds from 30 
different species of native trees 
and plants, including pines, carob, 
rosemary, thyme, lavender, grasses, 
mustard and cereal crops, over the 
Barranco Pérez ravine which be-
longs to Cómpeta and is located in 
the Tejeda, Almijara and Alhama 
mountain range. 

A Guardia Civil helicopter was 
used to distribute the seeds over 
the area which is impossible to ac-
cess by foot. The ‘bombs’, or discs, 
are made of clay, which according 
to provincial Environment chief,  
Marina Bravo, “protects the seeds 
from birds, rodents and insects”. 
She also said “rain will help their 
germination and they will be per-
fectly preserved.”  Bravo added that 
in previous experiments of this 
kind, 80 per cent of the seeds 
planted had germinated. 

Two hundred hectares of Medi-
terranean forest were destroyed 
by wildfires in 2014 and mayor of 
Cómpeta, Obdulio Pérez, said on 
Tuesday that the Junta de Anda-
lucía had not done anything in the 
area since the fires happened more 
than three years ago. 

The technique used by the Di-
putación, known as ‘Nendo Dango’, 
meaning ‘seed ball’, was developed 

by the late Japanese farmer, biolo-
gist and philosopher, Masanobu 
Fukuoka, over 70 years ago. 

According to Bravo, the experi-
ment will be closely monitored 
and, if successful, similar projects 
could be carried out in other areas 
including Villanueva de Tapia and 
Sierra de Yeguas, which are both 
near Antequera and home to old 
rubbish tips.

Seed ‘bombs’ launched to 
repopulate fire-damaged area

The ‘seed bombs’ launched over the Barranco Pérez area. :: SUR

HERE AND THERE

City Sightseeing tour 
company arrives in 
Nerja with tourist train 

NERJA 
::  J. RHODES. City Sightseeing, 
the open-top bus tour company 
which operates in cities such as 
Malaga and Seville in Andalucía, 
as well as major cities around the 
world, inaugurated a sightseeing 
train in Nerja on Tuesday. 

Nerja is the eighth Andalusian 
destination for the multinational 

company and the sixteenth in the 
whole of Spain. While the company 
usually uses open-top red buses in 
large cities, it has opted for a road 
train for its latest project.  

The full tour, which lasts 45 min-
utes, takes in Plaza de España, the 
Nerja museum, the Balcón de Eu-
ropa and the old town centre. It 
starts from Calle Diputación and 
operates between 11am and 4pm. 

City Sightseeing gave residents 
the opportunity to try the new 
bus for free from Tuesday until 
yesterday.

Weekend Beach 
announces more names 

TORRE DEL MAR 
:: J. R. Organisers of Torre del Mar’s 
Weekend Beach Festival added new 
names to the 2018 line-up earlier 
this week. 

American rock band, The Off-
spring, along with Jamaican reggae 
legend, Jimmy Cliff, will be two of 
the biggest names at the fifth Week-
end Beach event. 

The Offspring, who are best 
known for their hits, ‘You’re Gonna 
Go Far Kid’  and ‘The Kids Aren’t Al-
right’, will be coming to Torre del 
Mar as part of their 2018 European 
tour. 

Jimmy Cliff ’s  career spans 50 
years and his biggest hits include 
‘You Can Get It If You Really Want’,  
‘Many Rivers to Cross’ and ‘Samba 
Reggae.

Judge orders removal 
of Torrox phone mast 

TORROX 
:: E. C. A judge in Malaga has or-
dered the removal of a phone mast 
from the Generación del 27 neigh-
bourhood in Torrox Costa. Torrox 
town hall initially requested the 
removal of the mast in 2014, 
which the company contested in 
court. Since it was installed, resi-
dents living in the area have re-
ported a rise in the number of can-
cer cases, which they believe has 
been caused by the mast. 

Nerja becomes third 
beach-fine town 

NERJA 
:: E. C. Nerja has become the third 
town in the Axarquía to implement 
fines for ‘beach hoggers’. Follow-
ing in the footsteps of  Torrox and 
Algarrobo, Nerja town hall will im-
pose fines of 30 euros for anyone 
caught ‘reserving’ areas on the 
beach with objects such as chairs 
or parasols and then leaving them 
there. Making fires and sand sculp-
tures on the beach without prior 
permission from the town hall will 
also be banned under the by-law, 
which is expected to come into 
force before summer 2018.The Offspring in 2013. :: B. A

Nerja’s City Sightseeing train. :: SUR

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

PERIANA. Periana’s Villa Turística, 
a hotel complex which has been 
closed for 14 years, looks set to be 
given another chance.   

According to Periana’s mayor, Ra-
fael Torrubia, the Junta de Andalucía 
has agreed in principle to allow Peri-
ana town hall to reopen the site, 
which has not been maintained 

since its closure in 2003. Torrubia 
believes that as Axarquía is currently 
enjoying a tourism boom, the Villa 
Turística will bring visitors and em-
ployment to the town. 

“Our objective is to open the Villa 
Turística again and generate wealth 
in the area and that is why we are 
working with the Junta,” he said 
last Friday.  

The complex comprises 20 indi-
vidual apartments, six single rooms 
and 14 double rooms as well as a re-
ception area and meeting spaces. 

It was originally opened in the 
mid-1990s but closed its doors after 
just five years. There are other simi-
lar sites owned by the Junta de An-
dalucía that have remained open 
but the decision was taken to close 
the Periana one in 2003. 

Torrubia said that four hotel 
groups have already “shown an in-
terest” in the complex and he hopes 
that work will start to open it up 
again “within the space of a year”.

Junta de Andalucía gives green 
light to Periana hotel complex



December 15th to 21st 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH  7



December 15th to 21st 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH

8  NEWS

:: A. M. ROMERO / J. SOTO 

MALAGA. More than a thousand 
people packed into Malaga’s congress 
centre on Monday for the Malagueños 
del Año awards, given by this news-
paper’s Spanish sister, SUR. 

In an event resumed after a break 
since 2011, recognition was given to 
outstanding members of the local 
community in six different catego-
ries. There to witness the ceremony 
were the president of the Junta de 
Andalucía, Susana Díaz, the president 
of the Malaga provincial government,  
Elias Bendodo, and the mayor of 
Malaga, Francisco de la Torre, among 
other authorities. 

Sport 
The award in the Sports category was 
shared by past and present faces of 
Spanish tennis, Manolo Santana, and 
Alejandro Davidovich.  

Santana, whose win at Wimble-
don in 1966 was just one of many ti-

tles, was also recognised for his com-
mitment to Malaga province and par-
ticularly Marbella, where he opened 
his racquets club in 1997. The Madrid-
born player said he was “very proud” 
to receive the award and admitted 
that he fell in love with the province 
of Malaga when he came here to play 
a small tournament 37 years ago. He 
also said how delighted he was to 
share the award with Davidovich, 
the 18-year-old from Rincón de la Vic-
toria, who was crowned Wimbledon 
boys’ champion this summer. Despite 
his Russian origins, the young player 
stressed that he was Spanish and 
‘Malagueño’ and that he was pleased 
to win the award alongside the “leg-
end” Santana. 

Tourism 
In the Tourism section the award was 
given to the Malaga’s Miramar hotel, 
which reopened last year as a five-
star luxury establishment 90 years 
after the building received its first 
guests, in recognition of the project’s 
sensitivity and respect for local tra-
ditions. The Santos hotel group’s chair-
man, José Luis Santos, said that the 
hotel had been one of his family firm’s 
most important projects and that he 
was proud of being able to “recover 
part of the history of Malaga”. 

The pride of the province 
lines up at SUR awards event

Award winners and authorities after the ceremony on Monday. :: SALVADOR SALAS

Seven outstanding 
members of society were 
selected by the group’s 
own journalists as the 
Malagueños of the Year

Work to remove the stained glass window in Marbella town hall, 
which features symbols from General Franco’s era, has begun. The 
nine-metre-tall window weighs 80 kilograms and builders are work-
ing from 10-metre-high scaffolding. The old window will be con-
served and new stained glass will go in its place which will include 
the coat of arms of the town.

:: JOSELE-LANZA

FRANCO-ERA WINDOW REMOVED 

:: FÉLIX LORENZO 

MALAGA. Until 5 January, 24 art-
ists from Malaga are exhibiting small 
works of art in the exhibition room 

at the Agrupación de Cofradías, in 
a collection entitled ‘Postales Soli-
darias’, as part of the annual Christ-
mas campaign by SUR and Unicaja.   

During the festive season these 
postcards will also be available for 
purchase for 3.95 euros anywhere 
that you can buy SUR. Proceeds from 
sales and the exhibition will all go 
directly to charities which aid fami-
lies, children, and individuals in 
need around Malaga. 

The artworks are filled with “joy, 
light, and hope”, according to Pe-
dro Luis Gómez, director of publi-
cations at SUR. This year’s Christ-
mas campaign has been made pos-
sible with the help of Malaga town 
hall and council, and El Corte Inglés. 
At the opening of the exhibition 
this week, he thanked supporters 
who have “made this dream possi-
ble” and the local painters who took 
part, which include Revello de 
Torro, Evaristo Guerra, Rittwagen, 
Andrés Merida, María Jose S. Perea, 
and Paco Jurado.  

Some ten charities will benefit 
from the campaign, which has now 
been a tradition for 24 years. 

Local artists exhibit postcards to 
benefit people in need this Christmas

María José S. Perea and Paco Jurado. :: SALVADOR SALAS

Vandalism in Ma
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Business 
An Estepona businessman who 
started out with a small workshop 
and now runs three of the Costa’s big-
gest hypermarkets was the recipient 
of the award in the Business section. 
Aurelio Martín’s firm, Costasol de 
Hipermercados, holds the franchise 
to manage the Carrefour stores in 
Estepona, Mijas and Torremolinos 
and was praised for his ability to pre-
serve the spirit of a family firm within 
a multinational giant. 

Science 
Innovation and professional and aca-
demic achievement in the field of 
medicine earned neurosurgeon 
Miguel Ángel Arráez the award in the 
Science category. The doctor whose 
feats include the removal of a tumour 
from a musician’s brain while the pa-
tient was playing the saxophone, said 
that the award was “a real Christmas 
present” and that he would continue 
to work with “strength and pride, but 
also with the humility of a doctor”. 

Society 
Flor de Torres, the award winner in 
the Society section, has devoted her 
career to the fight for equality and 
against sexual or gender discrimina-
tion and violence. The public prose-

cutor who now works in the gender 
violence courts, dedicated her prize 
to Ana Orantes, the woman who was 
murdered by her ex-husband after 
going public with her case of abuse, 
now 20 years ago. De Torres described 
Orantes as a “heroine who lit the path 
for the fight against violence against 
women”, before naming other more 
recent victims. 

Culture 
The award-winner best known to 
many in the audience, however, 
was actor and comedian Dani Ro-
vira, the recipient of the prize in 
the Culture category. The Malaga-
born star of films such as Spanish 
Affair (Ocho Apellidos Vascos) was 
chosen not only for his professional 
career but also for his commitment 
to charitable causes through his 
foundation. He dedicated his award 
to Pablo Ráez, the young leukae-
mia sufferer who lost his battle ear-
lier this year and the comedian 
Chiquito de la Calzada who died 
recently. 

The president of the Junta closed 
the ceremony with words of rec-
ognition for the achievements of 
all the winners and stressed the 
importance of a free and critical 
press as a guarantee for democracy.

The first section to be 
improved will be from 
the town centre to the 
hospital, and Puerto 
Banús-San Pedro 
improvements could 
follow soon after 

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. Long-awaited im-
provements to the motorway ex-
its on the A-7 east of Marbella could 
start by the end of next year. 

Central government has said it 
is to start a public consultation in 
February on its plans to upgrade 
the access sliproads on the section 
of the road between the Marbella 
arch and Hospital Costa del Sol. 

The announcement was made 
in Madrid on Wednesday at a meet-
ing between the mayor of Marbella, 
Ángeles Muñoz, and government 
highways officials. Once the pub-

lic consultation is completed, the 
contract to carry out the works can 
be put out to tender and work start. 

This will be the first phase of ex-
pected improvements to the A-7 in 

the area. Madrid also hopes to put 
out to tender early next year the con-
tract to design an extra lane on the 
A-7 between Puerto Banús and San 
Pedro, which is often congested.  

Work expected to start late 2018 
on A-7 exits east of Marbella

The mayor of Marbella (right) with government officials. :: SUR 

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. The council in Mar-
bella has reached an agreement with 
the owners of a large mansion off 
the Golden Mile that will finally al-
low a much-used access to the beach 
to be reopened.  

For the last two years, the pedes-
trian path from the Miramar area  
near Nagüeles onto Playa de Casa-
blanca, west of Marbella town cen-
tre, has been unpassable due the pre-
carious state of a wall,  forcing beach-
goers to make a detour via a beach 
bar.  The wall is part of the garden of 
a large beachside mansion that is 
linked to the Saudi royal family.  

Officials were forced to close the 
walkway for fear of the wall falling 
on top of people using the pathway 
and have been in negotiations since 
then with the owners. The owners  
had wanted to increase its height 
during the rebuilding, which was 
the cause of the delay. 

The owning family has now paid 

25,000 euros to Marbella council to 
carry out the work.    

As the wall is located on protected 
coastal land,  additional permission 
has had to be sought from different 
authorities. 

Wall belonging to Saudi royal 
family to be rebuilt by council to 
allow beach access to reopen

HERE AND THERE

Marbella gets tough on 
graffiti in public places 

MARBELLA 
:: N.C. Councillors in Marbella are 
getting tough on people vandalis-
ing public spaces with graffiti. A 
task force has been set up to blitz  
clean current graffiti in the town 
and the Local Police has commit-
ted to clamping down on suspects. 
Officials say that many offenders 
are underage and are “looking to 
gain notoriety” with their work.   

Kempinski closes for two 
months in 4m upgrade  

ESTEPONA 
:: C.M. The Kempinski hotel, near 
Estepona, has closed for two 
months for renovations. The four-
million-euro building work is af-
fecting the lobby area and the res-
taurant, and bosses have decided  
that it is better to shut the doors.   

Around a hundred people work 
at the hotel and sixty on full-time 

contracts have been laid off in an 
agreement reached with trade un-
ions which allows them to con-
tinue to receive their salary. 

Lola Villalba of trade union 
Comisiones Obreras has wel-
comed the investment the own-
ers of the hotel are making, say-
ing that it is another sign that the 
tourism sector has overcome the 
financial crisis. 

The hotel has said it wants to 
“create elegant and modern pub-
lic areas”.

Las Flores work won’t be 
delayed, says expert 

ESTEPONA 
:: C.M. The municipal archaeolo-
gist for Estepona has denied that 
building work in the town’s Plaza 
de Las Flores will be held up if his-
torically important remains are 
found. A new 10-million euro bou-
tique hotel is to be built but local 
businesses are concerned that the 
work will be drawn out as the site 
could have many hidden remains. 
The hotel is due to open in 2019. 

One million euros for 
Casares fiber optic  

CASARES 
::  C.M. Avatel, a Marbella-based 
telco company, is to invest a mil-
lion euros in 2018 to roll out fiber 
optic in Casares. The company is 
already in Casares Costa and will 
now reach the village and the Se-
cadero area. It will also offer cable 
television with international chan-
nels. Avatel already has 25,000 cus-
tomers on the Costa and the in-
stallation will create eight jobs. 

The dangerous wall. :: JOSELE-LANZA 

arbella. :: J-L

Vandalism in Marbella. :: J-L
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There are an estimated 
7,000 people sleeping 
rough in the province of 
Malaga, and around forty 
per cent of homeless in 
Spain are foreign 

MALAGA. Charitable organisations 
in the province of Malaga are re-
minding the public of the ongoing 
need to help the thousands of peo-
ple sleeping rough in the region as 
well as those with reduced means 
to feed their families. The Christ-
mas period often comes with a wave 
of solidarity which in turn helps vol-
unteers provide extra support to the 
homeless and those in need. 

Ángeles Malagueños de la Noche, 
a Malaga-based non-profit-making 
charity, supplies approximately one 
million meals a year to the home-
less and underprivileged families. 
They serve over 2,500 people daily, 
providing them with breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.  

On Christmas Eve the charity will 
offer 3,000 people a roast chicken 
dinner, which will be supplied by 
30 local restaurants. They will also 
distribute food parcels to the home-
less on the morning of Christmas 
Eve.  

According to the Development 
Group for Homeless People in 
Malaga, there are more than 7,000 
people sleeping rough in the prov-
ince of Malaga. It is also estimated 
that around 40 per cent of the home-
less people in Spain are foreigners, 
of whom 20 per cent have been liv-
ing rough for more than ten years.  

The Malaga branch of Bancosol, 
like the rest of foodbanks in Spain, 
makes a contribution with food to 
people at risk of social exclusion dis-
tributed through local charities and 
organisations. Its annual target is to 
assist 50,000 people and the recent 
Gran Recogida collection boosted 
its supplies by 600,000 kilos. Other 
collection campaigns continue 
throughout the year and members 
of the public are also invited to be-
come, volunteers, members or make 
donations. 

A Bancosol volunteer said, “Al-
though in general people are quite 
openhanded at Christmas, we are 
asking for people to dig a little 
deeper this year so that everyone 
can enjoy a few comforts over the 
holidays.”    

Soup kitchens 
The Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre 
in Fuengirola works hard to see that 
the local underprivileged and home-
less people get at least one hot meal 
a week. The soup kitchen operates 
on a Monday and cold packed 
lunches are available on Thursday. 
The centre always offers warm cloth-
ing and blankets to those in need, 
and this year they will be supply-
ing new under garments as well. The 
centre will also offer a special Christ-
mas lunch on 5 January.  

“Every Christmas we like to give 
them a present. Last year it was 
shoes; this year we would like to 

give underwear, which many don’t 
have,” Marta Rivera of Lux Mundi 
explained to SUR in English.  

Arte Contra el Hambre (Art 
against hunger) is a Torremolinos-
based non-profit charity created to 
help people without resources 
through collections of food, cloth-
ing, appliances, toys and school sup-
plies. The charity is always in need 
of donations and anyone wishing 
to contribute clothes, blankets and 
toiletries can deposit them in the 
association’s charity shop, which is 
situated in Calle Buenos Aires in Tor-
remolinos. 

Searching for support 
It is not only the charities and organi-
sations that are doing their bit for 
the homeless at Christmas, for one 
bar owner in Montemar, Torremoli-
nos, has been looking after the home-
less of the area for the last two years.  

Charlie García, who runs the 

Hula Tiki Lounge with her husband, 
went out into the streets last year 
with Christmas cards and food par-
cels for the homeless. She also col-
lected over 80 kilos of warm cloth-
ing and blankets, which she per-
sonally distributed. However Char-
lie expresses her sadness at the lack 
of support for the homeless prob-
lem in the area 

“If we could find a local charity 
to work with us we would love to 
host a free dinner on Boxing Day 
for the needy, however without the 
support to help drive people in our 
door it’s not going to happen and it 
really is such a shame. I really strug-
gled last year so we hope even just 
doing a little will help highlight 
that more needs to be done, because 
the problem is only getting worse,” 
Charlie said.

Charities call for 
solidarity with the 
homeless during the 
season of goodwill

Lux Mundi runs a soup kitchen in Fuengirola. :: T. B.

Long-term homeless 
man is housed by 
Torremolinos town hall   

One of the long-standing home-
less people in Torremolinos has 
recently been housed by the so-
cial welfare department of Tor-
remolinos town hall. 

José María, known affection-
ately as Rubio, was abandoned as 
a child and grew up in the 
town’s former orphanage. A se-

ries of personal and financial 
situations led to a life of petty 
crime and homelessness, yet he 
has survived on the benevolence 
of a few kind-hearted expats.  

It was one of these, an English 
woman who has lived in the 
town for several years, who 
helped Rubio obtain much of 
the documentation needed to 
qualify for social housing. Prior 
to this, the 72-year-old did not 
possess identification and being 
of no fixed abode, he basically 
did not exist.  

TONY                  
BRYANT


 tonysureng@gmail.com 

 Angeles Malagueños de la No-
che.   Calle Fuentecilla 2, Malaga. 
691 154 973. 

 Lux Mundi.   Calle Nueva 3, 
Fuengirola. 952 47 48 40  

 Arte Contra el Hambre.   Calle 
Buenos Aires, Torremolinos. @AR-
TEContraElHambre. 

 Hula Tiki Lounge.   Calle Salva-
dor Allende 44, Montemar, Torre-
molinos. 655 45 35 99.

DROP-OFF POINTS

z·   Comment  : Page 22.

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. The birth rate in 
Malaga province fell in the first 
six months of this year, mean-
ing there were almost as many 
deaths as births. 

In total, 6,728 babies came 
into the world, while the num-
ber of deceased rose to 6,654. 
These figures translate into a 
5.6 per cent fall in births and a 
three per cent increase in deaths 
compared to the same period 
last year. 

The national statistics insti-
tute, announcing the figures, 
pointed out that traditionally 
there are more deaths and less 
births than in the second half 
of the year. 

On a national level, a nega-
tive birth rate continues, with 
187,703 people born and 219,835 
dying, a difference of 32,132.

Fall in birth rate in 
Malaga province 
means almost as 
many deaths as 
new borns

:: LALIA GONZÁLEZ 

SEVILLE. The Junta de Anda-
lucía regional government agreed 
this week to update domestic vio-
lence laws to bring them into line 
with national  and EU standards 
as well as introducing some new, 
tougher measures of its own.   

Among the new features are 
the inclusion of old or disabled 
persons who are in the care of an 
abused woman as potential vic-
tims of domestic violence, as well 
as her children. From now on the 
definition of what constitutes 
violence will be broadened to in-
clude sexual assault, harassment 
and exploitation; genital muti-
lation; forced marriage; cyber-
bullying and cultural traditions. 

 A woman’s right to receive 
support and counselling with-
out having reported any offence 
is also guaranteed.

Junta de 
Andalucía updates 
and toughens law 
on domestic 
violence 
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The two restaurants are 
often busy with foreign 
visitors who are interested 
in local history or want a 
taste of the remotest parts 
of the Axarquía  

ACEBUCHAL. Tucked away in a 
valley overlooked by the Tejeda, 
Almijara and Alhama mountain range 
lies the diminutive hamlet of Acebu-
chal. Situated between Cómpeta and 
Frigiliana, this once forgotten place 
is enjoying a renaissance.  

During Spain’s Civil War it is said 
that the residents of Acebuchal hid 
and fed Republican Guerillas who 
were hiding from Franco’s Nation-
alists in the surrounding mountains. 
In 1949 General Franco embarked on 
a final bid to rid the country of re-
maining Republicans. His forces or-
dered the remaining residents of Ace-
buchal out and they fled the hamlet, 
leaving their houses and many of 
their belongings behind. The Guardia 
Civil – the then Francoist police force 
- used the hamlet as a base to hunt 
down remaining Guerillas. The po-
lice eventually left, Acebuchal was 
forgotten about and the buildings 
fell into ruins. 

A family’s vision 
However, in 1998, a couple from 
Frigiliana saw the tourist potential 
of the place and started to buy up 
property. Their son, Sebastián, who 
now runs Bar Restaurante El Acebu-
chal, along with his brother, Anto-
nio, says that his mother, Virtudes 
Sánchez, whose father was born in 
Acebuchal, “bought her first prop-
erty for just 1,000 euros”.  

The restaurant, which is a con-
verted school, opened in 2005. The 
menu is full of locally-sourced prod-
ucts and the homemade bread is sold 
as far afield as Malaga city. It is open 
from 10am until 4pm every day, serv-
ing breakfast, coffee and lunch. It also 

doubles up as a museum, with old 
photos of Acebuchal and nearby vil-
lages along with poems written by 
Virtudes lining the walls. The menus 
explain the hamlet’s history in both 
English and Spanish. 

Other investors have followed in 
the couple’s footsteps and the streets 
of Acebuchal are now a collection of 
freshly-painted whitewash houses 
with brightly-coloured doors, win-
dowsills and matching flowerpots. 
Most of the properties are either sec-
ond homes or holiday cottages avail-
able to rent and another restaurant, 
La Montés, has opened up in the last 
year.  

Ask for Antonio 
Antonio García, Virtudes’ now ex-hus-
band, runs the only shop in the ham-
let, which is located about ten metres 
further down the hill from the two 
restaurants. The shop doesn’t have a 
sign, but Antonio vows that he is al-
ways there and that visitors only have 
to “ask for Antonio” if they find it 
closed or unattended. It sells a vari-
ety of goods, from his own local sweet 
wine, to some of the ceramic pots and 
other trinkets that were found dur-
ing the restoration of houses.  

Although what makes Acebuchal 
famous is its 20th-century history, 
the earliest documentation related 
to Acebuchal dates back to 1569 and 
the Battle of Frigiliana during the 
Spanish Reconquest, according to a 
book detailing the history of the ham-
let, published earlier this year and 
written by siblings Vicky and Ramón 
Fernández, whose family once lived 
there. Acebuchal also provided a stop 
on the trading route between Malaga 
and Granada and it could even date 
back to earlier times like most of its 
neighbouring towns and villages. 
However, the hamlet became known 
as ‘the ghost village’ between 1949 
and 1998 and the name has stuck. 

Although Acebuchal actually be-
longs to Cómpeta, it is slightly closer 
to Frigiliana and is easier to access 
from Frigiliana than Cómpeta by fol-
lowing the road up past Frigiliana and 
turning right at a sign for Acebuchal 
and the restaurant. Although the road 
is untarmacked in some areas, it’s ac-
cessible by car. 

 While a few years ago only the 
most intrepid might have set foot in 
the ghost village, nowadays it is popu-
lar with both Spanish and foreign 
visitors alike. 

The cobbled streets and restored houses of Acebuchal. :: J. RHODES

Acebuchal was abandoned after Spain’s Civil War but is enjoying a revival thanks to a local family

The renaissance of a forgotten ‘ghost town’

Acebuchal with the mountains in the background. :: J. R.

JENNIE  
RHODES

 rhodes_jennie@hotmail.com
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A student at Laude San 
Pedro British 
International School has 
a YouTube following of 
over one million 

:: MINDY BURROWS 

MALAGA. At just 12 years old, Mar-
tina D’Antiochia is a YouTube sen-
sation. On her channel, ‘La Diver-
sión de Martina’, which has over 
1.6 million subscribers, she uploads 
fun videos with comedy sketches, 
tutorials and advice, and documents 
her adventures twice a week. Mar-
tina is now a recipient of one of 
YouTube’s exciting Gold Play But-
tons for reaching over one million 
subscribers.  

The student at the British school 
Laude San Pedro is currently writ-
ing her third book, which is part fic-
tion, part reality. Thanks to her popu-
larity, Martina has had the oppor-
tunity to travel to Mexico and at-
tend the Kids’ Choice Awards, and 
recently she helped switch on the 
Estepona Christmas lights. 

Her most recent video takes view-
ers on a tour of her school, Laude San 
Pedro. Uploaded last Saturday, the 
video already has over half a million 
views. In the video, Martina is inter-
viewed by the school principal, Re-
medios López Padilla, about her book 
and how she came to be writing it. 

“I have been writing stories for 
many years. One day a publisher con-
tacted me and asked if I wanted to 

write a book. I said yes!” Martina ex-
plains in the video. “In the future, I 
dream of acting in a TV show and 
writing more books at home,” she 
adds. 

Following the interview, Mar-
tina reads an excerpt from her book 

to some Year 3 students, and then 
gives viewers a tour of the school 
grounds and facilities with some of 
her friends. 

The video became the fourteenth 
most-watched video on YouTube in 
under 24 hours after it was uploaded.

Tour of San Pedro school becomes 

14th most-watched YouTube video

Martina with her YouTube Gold Play Button. :: SUR

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. Local and foreign-resi-
dent journalists and media profes-
sionals look forward to working to-
gether following the recent signing 
of a cooperation agreement between 
the Costa Press Club and its Spanish 
counterpart the ‘Asociación de la 
Prensa de Málaga y el Colegio de Pe-
riodistas en Málaga’. Professional 
training and employment opportu-
nities are among areas where the two 
organisations hope to collaborate. 

The Costa Press Club, which is the 
voice of foreign-resident journalism, 
was represented at the meeting in 
Malaga by the club’s president, Jesper 

Sander Pedersen, and secretary Jo-
anna Styles, while the agreement 
was signed for the association repre-
senting Spanish media profession-
als by its president Rafael Salas and 
vice president Carlos Pérez Ariza. 

Sander Pedersen said that in the 
international environment all me-
dia professionals work in, it is par-
ticularly important to maintain 
strong links and exchange informa-
tion and experience.  

Salas emphasised the essential role 
of the foreign media not only in com-
municating with foreign residents, 
but also in taking the image of Spain 
abroad.

Journalists link communities 

on the Costa del Sol

J. Sander Pedersen, R. Salas, J. Styles and C. Pérez Ariza. :: SUR

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

BENALMÁDENA. Cudeca is 
holding its traditional Christmas 
‘Light a Light’ event in memory 
of loved ones this evening, Friday 
15th, from 6pm. The celebration 
includes the traditional switch-
on of the festive lights that deco-
rate the hospice centre in 
Benalmádena by founder and hon-
orary president, Joan Hunt OBE, 
and chief executive and medical 
director, Marisa Martín. The area 
will also be lit up by the more than 
300 charity candles carried by vol-
unteers, friends and employees. 

Father Christmas will be an-
other VIP at the event where there 
will be face painting for children, 
a performance by the Sunny View 
school choir and stalls offering 
handcrafted Christmas cards, cal-
endars and lottery tickets as well 
as cakes and refreshments. 

Anyone wishing to light a light 
in memory of a loved one can do 
so at www.lightupcudeca.org or 
at the Hospice Centre on the night.

Cudeca and friends 
prepare to Light a 
Light in memory        
of loved ones
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Researchers from  
Malaga university have 
discovered an example  
of a South American 
Scaly-headed parrot 
breeding in the city 

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. The city’s parks have been 
home to non-native species of birds 
for several years now and the colony 
of Monk parakeets, which are every-
where, continues to grow. Now a pair 
of Scaly-headed parakeets (Pionus 
Maximiliani) have been spotted flit-
ting through the trees and they have 
a chick in their nest. 

They were discovered by Antonio 
Román, an ornithologist and lecturer 
in the Animal Biology Department 
of Malaga university. The Scaly-headed 
parrot originates from South Amer-
ica and the discovery, according to 
the expert, is extremely important 
as this is the first time that the par-
rot has been found living wild out-
side of its native environment. It is 
usually found in Paraguay, Bolivia, 
Peru and Brazil.  

“We were able to watch the adults 
feeding the chick during a field trip 
with a group of students,” explained 
Román.  

Including this new find, there are 
now four species of parrot breeding 
in Malaga city. The most numerous 
is the Monk parakeet, with more than 
4,000 examples. Next is the Rose-
ringed parakeet but with a lot fewer 
examples (between 130 and 140). 
Both species are considered invasive 
and it is illegal to sell them commer-
cially here. The third most common 
species seen in Malaga is the Senegal 
parrot (very attractive with a deep 
yellow stomach). It is harder to spot 
as it usually stays hidden in the vege-
tation. It too nests in the city-centre 
park but up until now only five speci-

mens have been seen. Now the Scaly-
headed parrot has arrived and its num-
bers are expected to increase given 
the abundance of food available.  

There are also up to eleven differ-
ent species of individual parrots loose 
in the capital and at least one hybrid 
between the Rose-ringed and an Al-
exandrine parakeet.  

Malaga is ideal for exotic birds, the 
large number of rubber trees (ficus) 
and Erythrinas (whose flowers the 
birds feed on) offer an “endless sup-
ply of food”, said Román. Lentils and 
rice are given to them by locals and 
the parrots compete with the pigeons 
for food from the bins.  

Although the invaders can be a nui-
sance and noisy, the disadvantages 
are compensated by the beauty of 
these birds and the attraction for tour-
ists. Román admits that this is fine 
as long as the birds do not venture 
out of the city into agricultural areas.

Malaga park’s parrot invasion              
continues as new species is discovered

Scaly-headed parrot . :: A ROMÁN

MAIN SPECIES

 1 Monk parakeet  

 Over 4,000. 

 2 Rose-ringed parakeet  

 130-140. 

 3 Senegal parrot  

 At least five. 

 4 Scaly-headed parrot  

 At least four. 

5   11 other species  

 Not breeding at the moment.

Sierra beauty spot 
finally gets  new access 
 

RONDA 
:: V. M.  The Cueva del Gato cave, 
a beauty spot in Benaoján, in the 
mountains of the Serranía de 
Ronda, has a new pedestrian ac-
cess bridge over the river Guadi-
aro. The original bridge was dam-
aged during storms almost eight 
years ago, making it difficult to 
reach the cave which is well 
known for its rock formations 
and cave paintings, and was once 
a popular local attraction. 

The Diputación provincial 
authority has spent 200,000 
euros on the new link and now 
plans a nearby visitor centre.

The new bridge. :: M. B.

Loa Álamos festival to 
move to Estepona 

TORREMOLINOS 
:: A.G. Los Álamos Beach Festival, 
a  five-day summer electronic-mu-
sic event, has failed in its bid to be 
granted a fresh licence for next 
year by Torremolinos council.  

The town hall has said that the 
combination of complaints from 
neighbours in the Los Álamos dis-
trict and the failure of organisers 
to keep the attendance level be-
low 60,000 and control sound lev-
els led to the rejection. 

The event will instead be held 
from 1 to 5 August next year at  
an as-yet-unannounced venue 
in Estepona.    

HERE AND THERE

Council to appeal order 
to demolish aparthotel 

BENALMÁDENA 
:: A.G. The mayor of Benalmádena 
is to appeal a court order to de-
molish an aparthotel next to  Tor-
remuelle train station.  The court 
has said that the property was 
built based on an illegal planning 
decision by then mayor, Enrique 
Bolín, back in 2001. 

Current town mayor, Victor 
Navas, has said that, while he 
doesn’t condone the illegal plan-
ning permission, he will do all 
he can to avoid the council hav-
ing to pay out compensation of 
an estimated  four to five mil-
lion euros to the owners.   

The ninth Festival of Christ-
mas Traditions took place in 
Arroyo de la Miel, 
Benlmádena, last Saturday. 
Organised by Benalmádena 
council’s Foreign Residents 
Department, the event was a 
celebration of the diversity of 
the municipality, with presen-
tations of festive customs 
from more than a dozen na-
tionalities, including Vene-
zuela, Chile, Brazil, Cuba, In-
dia and the UK. The festival, 
which was opened by town 
mayor, Victor Navas, brought 
the Plaza de la Mezquita to 
life and included a parade and 
live music.

GLOBAL FESTIVE 
CUSTOMS 
CELEBRATED IN 
BENALMÁDENA 

:: SERGEY SMAGIN

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. The mayor of Mijas, Juan 
Carlos Maldonado, has said that the 
council is looking for ways to fund 
the planned new local hospital for 
Fuengirola and Mijas.  

Faced with what it says is the ur-
gent need to improve healthcare in 
the area, the council is considering 
advancing or organising funds for 
the facility itself in some form. 

A site in the Las Lagunas area has 
been identified, however the Junta 
regional government, which is re-
sponsible for healthcare, needs to 
budget money to pay for it. The 
mayor has said that if the Junta can-
not find funds, he wants to inves-
tigate other routes.

Mijas  council  
‘looking into ways’ 
to pay for new local 
hospital 
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LEGAL ADVICE

REF. A.O.N.  
Due to my age I no longer have 
the strength and the ability 
necessary to be able to carry 
out all the housework by my-
self, so I have hired a cleaner to 
help me, who comes once a 
week to do a thorough clean. I 
think that in Spain cleaners 
have a special situation, but no 
one has been able to explain if I 
need to register this woman 

with Social Security, or if on 
the contrary I do not need it as 
she is considered self-em-
ployed. I do not want problems 
and would like to make sure 
that she is working legally. 
What should I do? 
From the moment that a per-
son starts working as a cleaner 
or domestic servant, they must 
have a contract and the em-
ployer must take charge of reg-
istering them and paying the 
appropriate social security con-
tributions. In your case the 
amount will depend on the 
number of hours that she 
works. In other words, the less 
she works, the lower the con-
tribution will be. Nevertheless, 
if she is working for less than 
sixty hours a month, which 
seems to be the case, you can 
agree with her that she takes 
charge of registering with So-
cial Security and pays the ap-
propriate contributions. 
 
REF. L.U.Z.  
I have been officially work-

ing in Spain for the last ten 
years, but next year I will be 
67 years old and I would like 
to retire. Is it true that I will 
not be entitled to receive 
the retirement pension, 
even if I have been working 
for all these years in Spain? 
 
Yes, it is. It may seem unfair, 
but you will not receive the re-
tirement pension in Spain. Law 
establishes a minimum and 
necessary period in order to be 
eligible for receiving the retire-
ment pension, and in your case, 
you have not completed it. 
Therefore, even if you applied 
for that kind of pension, it 
would be rejected. Neverthe-
less, if you have worked before 
in any other country of the 
European Union, it would be 
advisable to check your specific 
case, in order to see if by apply-
ing the EU law there exists the 
possibility of adding that time 
that you have been working 
abroad, and this way, be eligible 
to receive that pension.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

The Spanish mint will 
issue a silver 30-euro 
commemorative coin 
early next year with the 
royal coat of arms in 
different colours  

:: J. LUIS ALVAREZ 

The Spanish mint (La Fábrica Na-
cional de Moneda y Timbre) has an-
nounced that it will issue a special 
commemorative coin to mark King 
Felipe VI’s fiftieth birthday in 2018. 

The monarch celebrates his mile-
stone birthday on 30 January next 
year and this silver coin will be par-
ticularly memorable as on one side 
the royal coat of arms will be in full 
colour. 

The coin, made of a copper and 

silver mix and measuring 33 milli-
metres across, is due to be issued “in 
the first quarter of 2018”, although 
no firm date has been set and it is 
possible that it will appear on sale 
after the actual birthday of the king.  

The coin, which is designed for 
collectors and not to be used on 
the street, is expected to be in high 
demand because of the unique col-
oured shield. Initially the mint has 
said it will make a million of them 
in batches, according to demand, 
but this figure could increase or 
decrease. 

The image of the King is the same 
one that was used for a commemo-
rative coin to mark his coronation 
in 2014, but this time the collar of a 
military uniform has been removed. 
The edge of the coin design on both 
sides is bordered by a string of pearls. 

Colourful coin to mark 
King’s 50th birthday 

The coat of arms on 
the coin, (actual size 
shown in the photo), 
will be eyecatchingly 
multicoloured.  :: R. C.

Polls suggest that 
separatist parties will be 
just short of an overall 
majority as a police raid 
and the controversial 
removal of artworks 
increase tensions  

:: SUR 

BARCELONA. Political parties in 
Catalonia are in the final stages of 
campaigning for the election to the 
regional parliament next Thursday, 
21 December.  

Recent opinion polls have shown 

that the combined votes of the pro-
independence parties would give 
them the largest bloc of MPs but just 
short of an overall majority. 

The regional election was called 
after the national government inter-
vened in October  when regional MPs 
in the last parliament passed an ille-
gal declaration of independence. 

None of the pro-independence 
parties have formed a political coa-
lition this time round, and are fight-
ing the campaign separately. 

The polls seemed to show sup-
port for the left-wing republican 
ERC party declining and growing 
for the Junts per Catalunya candi-

dacy of the ousted former president, 
Carles Puigdemont. Puigdemont re-
mains in Belgium with four ex-min-
isters and it isn’t clear when he will 
return to Spain. 

The largest of the unionist par-
ties looks set to be Ciudadanos, who 
have widened their campaigning 
out of the larger cities into smaller 
towns in pro-independence areas. 

Another police raid 
The campaign has been livened up 
this week by a further raid linked to 
the illegal independence referen-
dum on 1 October.  On Thursday po-
lice entered the offices of a courier 
and postal company in Hospitalet. 

The final return of some 40 relig-
ious artworks from a Catalan mu-
seum to a monastery in Sijena, in 
neighbouring Aragon, also caused 
upset among separatist supporters. 
A court has ordered that they had 
been sold to Catalonia illegally. 

Final countdown to Catalan 
regional election next Thursday  

:: ALFONSO TORRES 

MADRID.  Members of parlia-
ment have taken the first steps 
towards changing the law so that 
people’s pets will no longer be 
treated as simple possessions, 
such as furniture and cars,  in di-
vorce proceedings.  Instead, leg-
islation has started to be approved 
which will oblige judges to treat 
domestic animals almost as if 
they were a human member of 
the family, ensuring that they 
are taken care of in custody bat-
tles, and to decide who should 
be given final custody.  

Pets to be treated 
as family members 
in custody disputes 
and divorces 

A Ciudadanos election rally. :: EFE

SPAIN
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E
xiled Catalan president 
Carles Puigdemont, it 
would seem, is not very 
commercially-minded. 

During October, the number of 
new businesses opening in Cata-
lonia dropped by 14.3% compared 
to the same month last year. Ex-
isting companies are fleeing too: 
in total, around 2,700 have moved 
their headquarters from Catalonia 
since Puigdemont held an illegal 
independence referendum on 1 
October. Yet since that historic 
day, the former journalist has 
made no attempt to reassure agi-
tated businesses that their futures 
would be secure in an independ-
ent Catalonia.  

In this respect, Puigdemont 
differs from his more (ahem) 
commercially-savvy predecessor 
Artur Mas, who also held an ille-
gal independence referendum 
during his time as Catalan presi-
dent (and who was banned from 
public office for two years for do-
ing so). Mas is often described as 
“business-friendly” – a term one 
rarely hears applied to the current 
president, who remains in volun-
tary exile in Belgium. 

Indeed, amid the furore over 
Puigdemont’s secession project, 
it’s often forgotten just how 
“business-friendly” former lead-
ers of the European Democratic 
Party of Catalonia (PDeCAT) 
have been. 

In October 2015, Andreu Vi-
loca, the treasurer of Mas’s Demo-
cratic Convergence of Catalonia 
(CDC) party (as the PDeCAT was 
then called), was arrested as part 
of an investigation into a con-
tracts-for-cash scandal; it was 
branded the “3% case” because 
business leaders were alleged to 
have secured contracts by paying 

CDC officials commissions worth 
3% of their value. Two days after 
Viloca’s arrest, former CDC treas-
urer Daniel Osácar was also de-
tained as part of the same investi-
gation.   

The end of 2015 also saw the 
so-called “Palau case” coming to 
court after years of investigation. 
It provided evidence that the 
CDC took over six million euros 
in illegal commissions from con-
struction companies during Jordi 
Pujol’s 23-year premiership (Pujol 
was Catalan president from 1980-
2003). This summer, Jordi’s son 
Oriol was sentenced to two-and-
a-half years in prison for accepting 
bribes during his time as the 
CDC’s second-in-command.   

Anti-secessionists argue that 
Mas seized on the secession issue 
to divert attention from corrup-
tion within the CDC, a party that 
up until a few years ago had never 
tried to divorce Spain (Pujol was a 
federalist rather than a secession-
ist). Puigdemont, according to this 
argument, is maintaining the di-
version with an independence 
movement that’s even more ag-
gressive than that of his predeces-
sor. As Inés Arrimadas, head of Ciu-
dadanos in Catalonia, recently put 
it: “They covered up corruption 
with a great big [Catalan] flag”.  

We now look ahead to next 
Thursday, when Catalans will 
vote for their next government in 
a snap regional election called by 
Mariano Rajoy last month. Polls 
suggest that nationalist parties are 
equally-tied with secessionist par-
ties. The directors of local compa-
nies, though, are unlikely to vote 
for another pro-independence 
leader, no matter how “business-
friendly” Puigdemont’s predeces-
sors may have been.

BUSINESS-FRIENDLY

MARK  
NAYLER

THE EURO 
ZONE markanayler@gmail.com 

Progress to phase two of 
negotiations is imminent 
despite a number of 
issues over citizens’ rights 
still going unresolved 

:: JENNIE RHODES 

There was bitter disappointment from 
the organisation British in Europe to 
a joint report by the UK government 
and the EU which outlines the pro-
gress made during the first phase of 
Brexit negotiations. The 17-page docu-
ment, released last Friday, talks of 
“agreements in principle” and states 
the caveat “nothing is agreed until 
everything is agreed”, leaving mil-
lions of EU and UK citizens uncer-
tain about their futures, some 18 
months after the referendum result. 

Chair of British in Europe, Jane 
Golding, said: “This deal is even worse 
than we expected. After 18 months 
of wrangling, the UK and EU have 
sold 4.5 million people down the river 
in a grubby bargain that will have a 
severe impact on ordinary people’s 
ability to live their lives as we do now.” 

The key areas focused on during 
the first phase of talks were citizens’ 
rights, the Irish border and a finan-
cial settlement. The publication of 
the report, which announced that 
“sufficient progress” had been made, 
now allows them to move on to phase 
two. 

Progress so far 
In terms of citizens’ rights, the report 
stipulates that Brits staying in EU 
countries and vice versa will still be 
entitled to the European Health Card 
(EHIC) once the UK has left the EU 
and that any social security payments 
made before Brexit will still be amal-
gamated. However, with the “noth-
ing is agreed until everything is 
agreed” caveat, these and other deci-
sions remain in the balance. 

With regard to the Irish border 
situation, the report states that the 

two parties respect “the importance 
of the achievements made in the 
peace process” following the 1998 
Good Friday Agreement and recog-
nise the importance of a “soft bor-
der” between the two countries. 

On the third point, the financial 
settlement, the joint report refers to 
the UK’s budgetary commitments up 
to 2020, which includes a number of 

ongoing funding projects to which 
the UK has already signed up. The UK 
will continue to participate in the 
current phase of European Develop-
ment Funding (EDF), which is now 
in its eleventh round. This also means 
that the UK will continue to be a 
beneficiary of EDF money where pro-
jects are ongoing. 

Report approved 
The report was approved in the Euro-
pean Parliament in Strasbourg on 
Wednesday and an announcement 
is due to be made today, Friday, that 
the negotiations will enter phase two. 
However, some Euro politicians have 
voiced concerns about the lack of real 
progress in terms of citizens’ rights. 

With little more than a year to go 
before the UK is due to leave the EU, 
on 31 March 2019, Bremain in Spain 
chair Sue Wilson echoed these sen-
timents in a press statement on Fri-
day: “As we are moving to phase two 
of the negotiations, citizens’ rights 
issues will be buried under discus-
sions of trade and transition. If the 
outstanding issues could not be re-
solved when we were supposedly one 
of only three priorities, what chance 
is there when we are one of many 
more?”

Expats still in the dark despite 
“sufficient progress” in Brexit talks

Theresa May and Jean-Claude Juncker. :: AFP

A setback for May in 
the Commons 

British Prime Minister Theresa 
May, who travelled to Brussels 
yesterday, Thursday, for a dinner 
with the 27 other EU leaders, did 
so on the back of a setback for her 
Brexit agenda in the House of 
Commons. MPs, including 11 Tory 
rebels,  backed an amendment 
giving them a legal guarantee of a 
vote on the final Brexit deal. 

In theory this gives Parlia-
ment the final say on a deal and 
could therefore force ministers 
to adopt a ‘softer’ Brexit to avoid 
delays in negotiations and the fi-
nal implementation.
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S
peaking realistically, 
are we likely to live in 
a cashless society in 
the future, or is this 

wishful thinking? If Sweden is 
anything to go by, then we 
will.  

There, some 85 to 90 per 
cent of all payment transac-
tions are made electronically. 
The Swedes do not like using 
cash, but across Europe atti-
tudes vary significantly. Some 
cultures are deeply reluctant to 
give up cash, a recent con-
sumer survey showed. Ger-
mans believe that using cash 
gives them greater control over 
their spending and Europe’s 
economic superpower still 
makes 75 per cent of its pay-
ments in cash. In Italy, where 
the cash culture runs deep, as 
much as 83 per cent of all com-
mercial payments are made in 
cash.   

However, looking globally, 
advances in mobile technology 
have been embraced with real 
cultural change. Societies in 
Africa, Latin America and 
Southeast Asia have recently 
had the opportunity to leap-
frog the old payment infra-
structure, skipping the tradi-
tional PC in favour of the 4G 
phone. Societies have cultur-
ally embraced this change with 
resulting massive 4G cellular 
technology usage for everyday 
payments.  

In Africa, and in particular 
Kenya and Tanzania, the cash-
less mobile banking system 
“M-Pesa” means millions of 
people pay bills, collect sala-
ries, buy livestock and shop in 
local markets via accounts on 
their mobile phones. Not re-
quiring smartphones, M-Pesa 
leverages old SMS technology 
for secure everyday payments.  

It is in Asia and the US 
where the cultural change is 
greatest. In the case of China, 
western internet systems have 
been blocked and replaced by 
two local Chinese internet 
companies that run WeChat 
and Alipay, two mobile phone 
payment applications. Due to 
the sharp increase in the use of 
mobile phones to make pay-
ments for everything, from 
groceries to gasoline, these two 
companies are set to surpass 
global credit card companies 
like Visa and Mastercard in to-
tal daily transactions in 2018. 
Unless they open a local bank 
account, tourists and foreign 

business in China will soon 
have only one choice - to make 
their payments by credit card. 
Asian culture from Japan to 
Singapore has unreservedly 
embraced the mobile payment 
technology, turning their 
phones into cash wallets.  

In the US, using your phone 
to pay for a latte, watch a 
movie or take a taxi is nothing 
new. However, the three larg-
est US banks will start rolling 
out ATMs that will also allow 
customers to withdraw cur-
rency using their smartphones, 
instead of cards. Wells Fargo 
expects that more than one 
third of its ATMs will have 
smartphone readers by the end 
of 2017. If successful, this could 
certainly replace bank 
branches. 

The transition to mobile 
cashless payments is not just 
technological; it has been in-
fluenced by new cultural and 
generational preferences. In 
the US, Europe and Asia the 
millennials are driving the 
banks’ agendas when it comes 
to how payments are made. 
The speed at which countries 
are weaned away from using 
cash speaks more of a society’s 
developing culture than of its 
technology.  

This may also be genera-
tional. As the baby boomers 
give way to millennials, cul-
tures will change. The relation-
ship that those in their 20s and 
30s have with the financial 
system is very different to that 
of the prior generation. They 
rarely visit branches and prefer 
to make all transactions via 
their mobile devices.  

Furthermore, the banks 
themselves do not like dealing 
unnecessarily with cash and 
they prefer to cut expenses, as 
profit margins are being 
squeezed by the costs of in-
creased regulation and loss of 
proprietary trading opportuni-
ties.  

A global, entirely cashless 
society? Unlikely - although 
some countries will have to 
deal with the reality of little 
cash in circulation in the near 
future. 
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Norwegian to fly low 
cost to US from Madrid 

MADRID 
:: SUR.  Low-cost airline, Norwegian 
is to challenge Iberia’s dominance in 
Madrid by launching two routes to 
the United States next July. There will 
be flights to Los Angeles and New 
York. Fares will be between 199 and 
229 euros. The airline already flies 
across the Atlantic from Barcelona.

IN BRIEF

Flight will start in July. :: SUR

GDP up almost 0.9% in 
fourth quarter of 2017 

MADRID 
::  SUR. The Spanish economy has 
continued to grow in the fourth 
quarter of this year, despite politi-
cal uncertainty in Catalonia. GDP  
will grow 0.88% from October to 
December, slightly up on the last 
quarter. The data was supplied by 
AIReF, an independent body that 
monitors the country’s economic 
activity in real time. 
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35th anniversary of the 
reopening of the border  

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. BARTLETT. Wednesday, 13 De-
cember, marked the 35th anniver-
sary of a landmark event in Gibral-
tar, the opening of the border with 
Spain after a blockade imposed by 
General Franco in 1969 which lasted 
for 13 years.  

Although Franco died in 1975, it 
was not until 1982 that the Spanish 

government, led by the PSOE social-
ist party, took the decision to reopen 
the border. This was described as a 
‘humanitarian gesture’, although it 
was closely linked to Spain’s desire 
to join the EEC, which it did in 1986. 
The border was opened to pedestri-
ans at first and then, two years later, 
to traffic as well, on a 24-hour basis.  

In a statement to mark the anni-
versary, the Gibraltar government  
stressed that people both sides of the 
border are resolved to work together 
for mutual benefit.

IN BRIEF

The Gibraltar border nowadays. :: SUR

New commissioner of 
police appointed 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. It was announced this week 
that Gibraltar’s new police commis-
sioner will be Superintendant Ian 
MacGrail, who will take over from 
Commissioner Eddie Yome in May 
next year.  

Mr Yome, who took up his post 
nearly six years ago, had been due 
to retire in April this year, but agreed 
to stay on temporarily at the request 
of the government. 

Visits to the caves have 
to be restricted, but a  
new viewing platform 
offers new perspectives  
of Gibraltar’s World 
Heritage Site 

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. A new viewing plat-
form for the Gorham’s Cave com-
plex was inaugurated on Wednes-
day by the Minister for Heritage, 
Professor John Cortes.  

Gorham’s Cave is the last known 
home of the Neanderthals and it  
was classified as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 2016. 

 The new viewing platform offers 
unique perspectives of the whole site, 
which covers 280,000 square metres, 
or three per cent of Gibraltar’s land 
area, from the sea all the way up to 
the highest point of the Rock at 
O’Hara’s Battery (which is 426 me-
tres above sea level) and including 
the famous Mediterranean Steps. 

Visits to the cave complex have 
to be restricted because they are 
archaeologically so sensitive, so 
the viewing platform and infor-
mation panels have been planned 

as a way of enabling people to learn 
more about this important part of 
Gibraltar’s history without caus-
ing any damage to the site.  

The viewing platform will be 
managed by the Gibraltar Museum, 
which also runs the UNESCO 

World Heritage Office on behalf 
of the Gibraltar government’s Min-
istry for Heritage.  

The new facility will initially be 
open from Mondays to Fridays be-
tween 10am and 2pm. Access is free 
of charge to holders of Gibraltar 

identity cards, if these are shown 
at the ticket office, as part of the 
authorities’ commitment to make 
the heritage of Gibraltar freely 
available to local people.  

It is possible for the facility to 
be opened at other times for group 
visits, if this is arranged in advance.   

As well as the information pan-
els, visitors to the viewing platform 
will also find specialist staff on site 
to explain exactly what they are 
seeing from this unique location.  

Further improvements are cur-
rently being prepared and will be 
announced in the New Year. Work 
at Gorham’s and Vanguard Caves 
is also set to continue in 2018, with 
two months of excavations 
planned during the summer.  

Invaluable information 

The Neanderthals are known to 
have been in Gibraltar for a very 
long time, between 127,000 and 
32,000 years ago, and the Gorham’s 
Cave complex has proven to be of 
major significance in understand-
ing the global story of human evo-
lution and adaptation.  

Excavations which have been 
carried out in the caves over the 
past 26 years have revealed invalu-
able information about how the 
Neanderthals and early humans 
lived and behaved, what they ate,  
what they wore, their social be-
haviour and the tools and materi-
als they used. They have also pro-
vided a wealth of information 
about the wildlife of Gibraltar at 
that time. 

A new way of looking at the 
Gorham’s Cave complex

:: D. BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Customers of the 
Gibraltar Electricity Authority 
are to have the opportunity to 
produce electricity as well as 
consume it.  

The government introduced a 
bill last week so that people can 
feed-in electricity which is pro-
duced at home from renewable 
sources, a pioneering measure 
which would have been unthink-
able just a few years ago. 

GEA customers who install re-
newable energy micro-generation 
equipment into their homes will 
be able to enter into a feed-in 
agreement with the company 
which will mean that all units of 
electricity fed into the network 
will be credited to their electric-
ity bills.  

This new move will not only 
produce savings to the consumer 
but will also reduce Gibraltar’s 
emissions and carbon footprint. 
A new gas-fired power station 
is also due to be built next year 
and other initiatives are planned 
to change the nature of power 
generation towards a cleaner, 
healthier future. 

GEA customers to 
have the chance to  
sell their 
own electricity to 
the network

The platform was inaugurated on Wednesday. :: SUR
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C
rypto kittens are selling 
for one hundred thou-
sand dollars a pop, ap-
parently. Crypto kittens 

- in case you didn’t know - are vir-
tual cartoon cats related in some 
way to Bitcoin, while Bitcoin it-
self is a virtual currency related in 
some way to total insanity. 

It’s difficult to think of a more 
appropriate symbol of modern liv-
ing than a currency that doesn’t 
really exist, or rather exists only 
if swathes of people are prepared 
to believe it does. Mind boggling 
numbers are being bandied about 
as everyone is encouraged to get 
on board the gravy train and in-
vest in shedloads of smoke and 
mirrors. It all reminds me of a very 
similar state of affairs not very 
long ago. 

Around 2006 to 2007, people 
gazed upon me with pity in their 
big doe eyes whenever I explained 
that I wasn’t prepared to pay a 
quarter of a million euros in 

monthly installments over the 
next zillion years for small flat in 
Malaga. 

“You’ll miss out if you don’t get 
on the property ladder now!” they’d 
yell as they hot footed it to the bank 
to hand over wads of cash that 
they’d spent their entire working 
lives saving. The bank manager ac-
tually told me I was an idiot for not 
buying something; well, not in those 
exact words but that was the gist of 
his analysis. 

“The numbers don’t make sense,” 
I would protest meekly but then 
he’d just chunter on about percent-
ages and inflation and flexible mort-
gages and I’d slide off my chair onto 
the floor in a comatose heap and re-
main there until the cleaner found 
me, presumably with Mr Bank Man-
ager still pointing at graphs and pho-
tos of golden jacuzzi taps. 

As we know, a short while later 
it all went the shape of a French 
Butter pear and I was jolly glad I’d 
avoided a very well disguised trap. 

Mass hysteria is a powerful force 
and if everyone except you be-
lieves something to be true, you 
start to doubt yourself. 

“Buy a flat now for 250,000 
euros and it’ll be worth double that 
in five or ten years!” total strang-
ers would shout at me in bars.  

“No, thanks - I prefer to rent,” 
I’d answer and then they’d tilt their 
head to one side and go slightly 
cross-eyed in a vain attempt to com-
pute the information. When this 
happens on an almost daily basis 
as it did back then , you start to 
wonder if it’s you who’s bonkers. 
Luckily, I trusted my intuition and 
emerged unscathed. 

So, if some bloke tries to sell you 
a Crypto kitten down the pub 
promising untold riches, my ad-
vice would be to say, “No thanks, 
I prefer to work for my money.” 
He’ll go cross eyed and possibly 
fall over but at least your world 
will be free of smoke, mirrors and 
cartoon cats.

Virtual insanity
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

O
ver the next few days 
many of us will be dash-
ing around the shopping 
centres and supermar-

kets buying presents for family and 
friends and stocking up on mince 
pies, Christmas crackers and all the 
little extra essentials we need to en-
joy the festive season. Supermarket 
checkouts will be kept busy from 
morning till night and toy stores, 
mobile phone shops and jewellers 
will embrace the most financially 
productive time of the year. 

However, while we are enjoying 
a little Christmas spirit and admir-
ing the illuminations and decora-

tions, it is hard to ignore the fact 
that there are so many people who 
cannot enjoy the seasonal festivi-
ties, simply because they  have no 
money, and in many cases, nowhere 
to live. Unfortunately, homeless-
ness and poverty is a big problem in 
many of the towns along the Costa 
del Sol, especially in Torremolinos 
and Fuengirola, and the situation 
always seems to be more evident 
during the Christmas holidays. 

Homeless people can be found 
begging outside supermarkets, 
banks, bus stations and on street 
corners, and yet they are most of-
ten ignored as shoppers shuffle 

past them trying not to make eye 
contact.   

Some of these people have come 
from Eastern Europe and Africa, 
while others are Spaniards whose 
financial situation has left them des-
titute and with little chance of find-
ing their way back into a system that 
seems to have forgotten them. There 
are also those who do not want as-
sistance because they are quite con-
tent to live on the streets.  

Many of these people live in 
makeshift shelters situated in va-
cant shop doorways or derelict build-
ings and they spend their days wan-
dering the streets seeking a few coins 
in order to survive each day. Some 
residents claim the homeless peo-
ple are an eyesore and would prefer 
they were somewhere else other 
than in their neighbourhood; an at-
titude known as NIMBY, or, not in 
my back yard. 

Thankfully, there are several as-
sociations on the Costa del Sol that 
are renowned for their solidarity 
with the needy and these are run 
by selfless volunteers who give their 
time freely.

Spare a thought for 
the homeless

TONY BRYANT

IDÍGORAS

The problem’s not on the motorway 

I love visiting the Plaza Mayor 
shopping centre between Torre-
molinos and the airport.  It’s the 
best we have in the area. I was 
also delighted to see that a Brit-
ish company is building an out-
let village there which will no 
doubt encourage more tourism. 

But what I don’t understand 
is why such a fuss is being made 
about widening the old  A-7 mo-
tor way to stop the current week-
end bottlenecks of traffic enter-
ing the centre. Why do the pow-
ers that be not look beyond the 
end of their noses when plan-
ning road improvements? Wid-

ening the main road will not 
solve the problem. As a retired 
town planner it is obvious to me  
that the car park at Plaza Mayor 
itself is the problem. The entrance 
is just too small for so many cars 
to get in and out of quickly. 

This happens so often with  
so-called ‘road improvements’ 
here; the wrong part of the road 
is improved and the problem is 
just pushed on to someone else’s 
patch. I recommend adding a to-
tally new access to the centre.  

 
ALAN JONES 

BY EMAIL

“The Pack” 

The recent trial against five 
young men for the rape of a 
young woman during the San 
Fermín celebrations in Pam-
plona last year raises several 
questions that affect society in 
Spain in general. Women do not 
ask for sexual violence, they 
don’t wish to be abused, nor do 
they seek to be raped. The sus-
picion that hangs over women 
who have been victims of sex-
ual violence makes them re-
sponsible for acts that only 
those found guilty of assault 
and rape can be held account-
able for. I think it is intolerable 
that this society continues to 
fall into traps such as those that 
have filled the media recently 
during the Pamplona trial. A so-
ciety where everyone is equal 
must not continue to look at 
women, not even as a sidelong 
glance, as suspects. 
  
JUAN GARCÍA 

BY EMAIL 

New Year’s 
Resolution 

Age Concern Fuengirola y Mi-
jas wish everyone a Very Happy 
Christmas and a Healthy New 
Year. We would like to thank 
you all for your continued sup-
port throughout the year. 

Have you made any New 
Year’s resolutions yet? 

Why not take that first step 
and become a volunteer with 
Age Concern.  

If you have just a few hours 
a week and like talking to peo-
ple we have many opportuni-
ties for you. Those few hours 
will make a REAL difference. 

Would you like to join one of 
our teams in our charity shop 
in Los Boliches?  

If you have never done any 
retail work before, don’ worry, 
full training will be given. 

Or maybe you have a car and 
a few hours spare to take clients 
to their doctors appointment? 
Spanish language skills are not 
necessary. 

Interested? Then please pop 
into our charity shop in C/Fran-
cisco Cano 56 in Los Boliches. 
Friendly volunteer staff are 
there to help you. 

We are easy to find. With 
your back to Los Boliches 
Church you will see a passage-
way. Cross the road, passing 
Spainsbury’s on your right and 
you are facing our shop. We are 
open EVERY weekday from 
10.30 to 14.00. 

Alternatively you can pop 
into any one of our drop in cen-
tres - details in your local press. 

Finally, if you prefer to phone 
then please call our LIFELINE 
on 652537615. The LIFELINE 
is open EVERY weekday from 
10.00 - 17.00. If you ring out of  
hours, please leave a message 
and we’ll call you back the next 
working day. 

We look forward to hearing 
from you. 

 
STEVE MARSHALL 

AGE CONCERN
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My gift for the         
child is gold, so that 

he can help his           
parents when  

 pensions run dry

I bring frankincense - so that  
at least the place smells nice 

with all this pollution

I‛ve brought some 
myrrh - so that... so 

that.... umm  ... errr ... 
Oh s***!!!
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Fuengirola Cubs and 
Beavers celebrated their 
20th anniversary and 
Collective Calling raised 
money for charity, among 
other events held recently   

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

Age Care Association 

Christmas lunch 
Age Care Association held its annual 
Christmas Lunch at the Tamisa Golf 
Hotel. Guests were welcomed with 
a glass of mulled wine and hors d’oeu-
vres before a short speech by Lesley 
Berridge, the Welfare Leader at Cala-
honda, who thanked all the  volun-
teers for their invaluable help. Enter-
tainment was provided by Martin Jo-
seph, a member of the Rat Pack. Af-
ter the meal there was a raffle fol-
lowed by ‘Mania Performers’. 

Age Care Association holds coffee 
mornings along the coast and is there 
for a coffee and a chat and to give sup-
port. The organisation is run entirely 
by volunteers to help the older Eng-
lish-speaking community on the 
Costa del Sol. For more information 
tel: 635 407 255 or email info@age-
carecosta.org / Facebook -  agecare-
costa  / www.agecarecosta.org 

1st Fuengirola Scout Group 

Anniversary party 
Cubs and Beavers from 1st Fuengi-

rola Scout Group had a party to mark 
the 20th anniversary of the group. 
The Cubs and Beavers took part in a 
number of activities after which they 
enjoyed party food and slices of the 
special cakes that had been iced with 
the badge design from their uniforms. 
Badges were then awarded for the 
work that had been completed dur-
ing the term. Next term the group 
will be moving to the hall at Saint 
Anthony’s College on the Camino de 
Coín Road between Fuengirola and 
Mijas. Anyone interested in becom-
ing a leader or who would like more 
information visit www.fuengirolas-
couts.com or email fuengirolacubsand-
beavers@outlook.com  

Costa del Sol 41 Club / Costa del Sol 
Tangent Club 

Joint anniversary party 
TheCosta del Sol 41 Club and the   
Costa del Sol Tangent Club recently 
celebrated the 20th Anniversary of 
both clubs. The anniversary dinner 
was hosted by current 41 Club chair, 
Hartley Southerby-Smith and Tan-
gent Club chair, Enid Southerby-
Smith. It was held at El Olivio in La 
Cala. The clubs were started in Este-
pona on 29 November 1997 by foun-
ders Richard and Julie Wood. National 
Presidents of the 41 and Tangent clubs 
UK, Dave Campbell and Melodie 
Brooks, flew in especially for the oc-
casion. At the ceremony, Richard and 
Julie Wood were presented with spe-
cial ‘Founder Chairman’ medals.  

Collective Calling 

Helping disabled children 
The Marbella-based charity, Collec-
tive Calling, raised 2,008 euros at a 
Gala Gospel evening on 1 December 
for The Container of Hope project, 
which will go to help children with 
disabilities at the Nyarugusu refugee 
camp in Tanzania.   

Mr Maph and Simone Lisa and  the 
Marbella Gospel Choir performed in 
front of 70 people at the Estrella Del 
Mar Beach club. Guests included pas-
tors from across the coast. In January 
2018, the container will be sent from 
Spain to the Nyarugusu camp, which 
is the world’s third biggest refugee 
camp. Collective Calling is still ask-
ing for donations and will be collect-
ing until mid-January. In particular 
they are asking for children’s clothes, 
toys and toiletry items. Drop-off 
points are: Shannon Murray hair sa-
lon in San Pedro (952 113 028), and 
Neli G’s café in Benavista (952 928 
576).  www.collectivecalling.org

Anniversary parties 
and fundraising

Marbella Gospel Choir at the Collective Calling charity event in Marbella. :: SUR

SOCIETY SCENE

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es Fuengirola Cubs and Beavers celebrated their 20th anniversary. :: SUR

The Age Care Association Christmas meal at Tamisa Golf. :: SUR
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THE NIGHT SKY

Meteors or shooting stars are tiny 
pieces of space rock, usually no big-
ger than a grain of sand, which 
crash through the Earth’s upper at-
mosphere at tremendous speed. 
The friction against the air causes 
the meteor to burn up and create 
a brief streak of light.  

At certain times of the year the 
Earth passes through the debris left 
behind by a comet. The comet may 
be long gone but the tiny pieces 
from the tail still remain in space. 
When this happens we get to see 
many meteors and it becomes a me-
teor shower or even a meteor storm. 
The meteors all appear to radiate 
from one particular area of the sky 
and so are named after the closest 

constellation. The Perseids, Leo-
nids, Orionids and Geminids are all 
meteor showers that can sometimes 
produce hundreds of meteors per 
hour. The Geminids are different: 
while most meteor showers are the 
product of a comet the Geminids 
come from an asteroid known as 
3200 Phaethon. 

3200 Phaethon is big, about five 
miles wide; it orbits the Sun every 
523 days. During its orbit it gets 
very close to the Sun, closer than 
any other asteroid, and then swings 
out further than Mars. Its path 
takes it across the Earth’s orbit and 
the debris from it creates the Gem-
inid meteor shower every year 

around the middle of December. 
Usually we are nowhere near as 
the asteroid passes by, but this year 
the asteroid will cross the Earth’s 
orbit tomorrow night 16 Decem-
ber very close to the Earth. There 
is no danger of it hitting us but it 
may up the rate of meteors from 
the Geminid shower to possibly 
hundreds of meteors per hour. 

You won’t be able to see the as-
teroid with the naked eye - it’s too 
small and too far away - but you will 
be able to see the meteor shower 
and as the moon will be out of the 
way this year, it could be quite a spec-
tacular display. As the name implies, 
the Geminids appear to radiate from 
the constellation Gemini just above 

and to the left of Orion, about half-
way up in the southern sky. The 
Geminids are a reliable shower pro-
ducing some very bright shooting 
stars. Meteor showers don’t require 
any special equipment to see them; 
just find a dark area away from 
streetlights and look up. Wrap up 
warmly and give your eyes 15 to 20 
minutes to become dark-adapted 
and enjoy the show. It is best not to 
look directly at Gemini as meteors 
can appear anywhere in the sky. Try 
looking a little higher and to the 
sides of the constellation to see me-
teors with longer trails.

Phaethon’s tail

KEN CAMPBELL

z·   More information  : 
www.costadelstars.com

The Geminids are a meteor shower 
from a huge asteroid passing Earth

F
ollowing years of nego-
tiations between Spain’s 
newly elected socialist 
party and Margaret 

Thatcher’s conservative govern-
ment, Spain finally lifted its 
blockade of Gibraltar on Wednes-
day 15 December 1982. The heavy 
black iron gates that separated 
the rock from mainland Spain 
were opened at midnight to a 
stream of tearful relatives, many 
of whom were looking forward 
to being reunited with family 
and friends at Christmas for the 
first time in 13 years.  

About 1,000 people stood on 
each side of the border, which 
Franco sealed in 1969, as the 
Spanish civil guard unceremoni-
ously unlocked the gates. 

Spain’s new socialist govern-
ment decided to open the border 

as a “humanitarian gesture” for 
those families separated by the 
blockade. The opening of the bor-
der brought to an end a period of 
isolation begun by General Fran-
cisco Franco. The British govern-
ment considered the Spanish re-
strictions to be unjustifiable and 
claimed it was inconceivable that 
the frontier should remain closed 
in an enlarged European Com-
munity, describing the restric-
tions as an act of hostility.  

Before 1969, thousands of 
Spanish workers made their liv-
ing in Gibraltar and a lively trade 
existed between La Línea and the 
Rock. When the gate was shut 
almost half the population of La 
Línea lost their jobs and Gibral-
tar looked to Morocco to supple-
ment its workforce. 

The British colony was relieved 

that the isolation was finally 
coming to an end; the Gibraltari-
ans would no longer have to ask 
the Spanish authorities for per-
mission to cross the border. 

  In January 1981, hopes were 
growing that the Spanish gov-

ernment would be able to pre-
sent the case for opening the 
frontier in a favourable light to 
the Spanish public. A meeting 
between the prime ministers of 
the UK and Spain in early 1982 
resulted in the reopening of the 
border on 15 December of that 
year.  

However, despite the goodwill 
gesture by the Spanish authori-
ties, the frontier was opened un-
der tight restrictions, which only 
allowed access to Spanish citi-
zens and inhabitants of Gibral-
tar. It banned any British or for-
eign tourists, as well as cars and 
commercial vehicles crossing 
from Gibraltar to Spain.  

The government of Gibraltar 
reacted angrily to the restrictions 
and threatened to retaliate. The 
ruling council of ministers voted 

not to keep the Gibraltar side of 
the border open 24 hours a day 
like the Spaniards, deciding in-
stead to close it from 1am to 6am. 
However, this was overruled by 
the British Foreign Office. 

It would take another two 
years of patient negotiations be-
fore restrictions were finally 
lifted on 5 February 1985, allow-
ing free movement between 
Spain and Gibraltar. 

Goodwill gesture   
reopens Gibraltar 
border after 13 years  

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Frontera Frontier 

Partido Party 

Socialista Socialist 

Peñón Rock 

Verja Railings 

Medianoche Midnight 

Reunión Meeting 

Cerrar To close/lock 

Abrir To open/unlock 

Llave Key 
Cerrojo Bolt 

Lágrimas Tears 

Trabajo Work 

Población Population 

Permiso Permission 

Restricciones Restrictions 

Prohibición Ban 

Levantar To lift

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

Long queues formed before the opening. :: SUR

15 DECEMBER 1982

TONY BRYANT

The gates were unlocked at 
midnight. :: SUR
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BRIT BACK

I
n mid December comes our 
darkest hour. Here in East 
Anglia the wan light of win-
try days creeps away in the 

afternoon and by five o’clock we 
are completely immersed in the 
still blackness of night. 

And yet we are not. For what 
seems like weeks now the villages 
around us have been lit up each 
evening with Christmas lights 
which increase in variety, splen-
dour and kitsch each year. Going 
cuckoo with the tinsel and twin-
kle for Christmas may have 
started as an American custom 
but it’s really taken off here and, 
as an antidote to the grim British 
march through the cold months, 
most people love it. 

It’s true that nothing matches 
the jaw dropping cathedral of light 
over Calle Larios and the light-
wrapped trunks of the great fi-
cus trees on the Alameda Princi-
pal that Malaga presents through-
out December. Still I find the 
personal and private attempts 
- no matter how small - to 
cheer up the winter in rural 
Suffolk as effective, almost 
more so. 

On the nights we have 
recently driven through the 
countryside around us, our 
neighbouring villages - some 
mere hamlets and usually dor-
mant after dark - have trans-
formed themselves into winter 
wonderlands of colour and light. 

One of the most photographed 

villages in the area, which is just 
down theroad, has surpassed it-
self this year with fairy lights 
strung all round the green, neon 
boats sailing along the wall be-
hind the duck pond and pretty 
metallic baubles shining in the 
windows. I wonder if this is be-
cause the committee that nor-
mally organises the annual 
switch-on, the Cavendish Illumi-
nators, decided to cancel the event 
at the last minute, galvanising 
the villagers into creating a Christ-
mas display with more gusto than 
ever before. 

Another nearby village has a 
completely coordinated effort 
with all the shops and businesses 
decorated with the same small 
Christmas trees hoisted like flags 
over their frontages and an un-
ending chain of tiny flickering 

lights in every tall tree lining its 
very long main street. It’s hard 
to drive past without sighing with 
delight. 

And then there is my own vil-
lage, where I grew up and, even 
to those who love it, is an unde-
niably scruffy sort of place. The 
least attractive village in West 
Suffolk some might say - not that 
any of us care. Here there is no 
attempt to be classy or sophisti-
cated, low key or discreet. We are 
not stylishly wintry. We are not 
coolly beautiful. 

Instead we are crowded out 
with blow-up giant Santas bob-
bing in front gardens, sleighs and 
reindeer which have seen far bet-
ter days riding across roofs and - 
new for this year - laser holograms 
which cover entire houses with 
moving multicoloured spots of 
light. 

Best of all is the Chinese takea-
way. Not content with painting 
its exterior bright purple in the 

summer, proprietor Jimmy 
Wong has brought a slice of Las 
Vegas to the Suffolk country-
side. Dripping blue icicles 
which flash in sequence are 
draped along guttering, glow-
in-the-dark snowflakes are 
arranged on the terrace, Ho 

Ho Ho neon letters wink out 
at us from the facade. 

An English mid-winter may 
well be cold and dark. It is bright 
too, lit up with fierce defiance 
and warm Christmas spirit.

English villages fend off the dark mid-winter with 
defiantly bright Christmas spirit

Light

POLLY               
RODGER BROWN
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PET CARE

As we prepare for some special 
meals for the festive season it is 
natural that we want our pets to 
enjoy those delights by sharing. 
In reality we would do them no 
favour. Indeed we would do them 
harm by this well intended ges-
ture. No  person in his or her right 
mind would want to cause dis-
tress to an animal, especially at 
Christmas. 

The fact is that animals have 
a different digestive system to 
humans and what we enjoy can 
be harmful to our pets. The choco-
late we enjoy contains a com-
pound called Theobromine which 
is dangerous to dogs and cats and 
can be fatal. Your best plan is to 
buy chocolate especially created 
for animals from your vet or good 
pet shop which does not contain 
this substance. 

“Give the dog a bone” is a line 
in a popular rhyme but is not  
sound advice for it depends on 
the type of bone. Poultry or rab-
bit bones splinter when chewed 
and should never be fed to ani-
mals. Marrow bones are ideal for 

dogs and Fido will have a great 
time extracting the nutritious 
marrow. We have bought three 
for Digger to chew over the fes-
tive season, two in reserve in the 
fridge. I suggest you go to a reli-
able butcher to buy a marrow 
bone or maybe a few and your 
dog will have hours  of fun, 

I have heard recently of a lady 
owner of two Old English sheep-
dogs who had invited several 
guests to have Christmas dinner 
with her and in preparing the 
food had left a packet of raisins 
within range of the dogs. It re-
sulted in an expensive visit to the 
vet with, fortunately, a happy 
outcome for the dogs. It might 
not have been as even a single 
raisin or sultana or similar dried 
fruit is very dangerous. 

 Animal food may look unap-
petising to us but our pets love 
it. They may like to eat the food 
we enjoy but the consequences 
can be very distressing, even fa-
tal. Do take care over the festive 
season and feed Fido and Kitty 
what is good for them. 

Festive treats

PETER 
HARRISON

Poultry and rabbit bones can splinter when chewed. :: SUR
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GARDENING

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation, 
or send them via Twitter 
@SUR_English or Facebook 
@surenglish and we’ll do 
the rest!

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

DENISE BUSH 

The strong winds of late have 
brought down more dead lea-
ves, twigs and sticks. The lea-
ves can be raked up and used 
as a mulch or piled onto the 
compost heap. Twigs and 
sticks can be composted too 
but take much longer to rot 
down. They are high in car-
bon and if they are dug into 
soil with the rotted compost 
they may actually rob nitro-
gen from the soil to help 
their decomposition. Twigs 

can be used as kindling to 
light an open fire but if you 
don’t have a fire then why 
not turn them into plant 
supports? Attractive 
wigwams, domes and grids 
can be made by wiring or 
tying short sticks together. In 
late spring, when your plants 
start to shoot again, you can 
place your creations over the 
new growth to give it support 
as it grows up and through 
the framework.

GARDENING HINTS FOR DECEMBER

Clearing up after the storm

African hemp, also called Cape stock 
rose, Cape hollyhock, House Lime 
and African linden, is native to South 
Africa. Its botanical name is Spar-
mannia africana after the Swedish 
botanist Dr Anders Sparmann who 
travelled with Captain Cook on his 
second voyage, but came across this 
plant on a separate expedition to 

South Africa in around 1796.  
In its native country, African 

hemp can reach four metres high 
although around two metres is 
more usual. The large 
leaves are a 
t y p i c a l  
l i m e  
t r e e  

shape (Tilia, not the citrus lime, 
hence the common names House 
lime and African linden - linden is 
another name for a lime tree). They 
are apple-green and covered with 

soft, fine hairs. 
African hemp produces 
lots of white flowers ap-

proximately 3.5cm 
across in late win-

ter or early spring. 
In the centre of 
each flower is a 
powder-puff of 
red and yellow 
stamens. These 
stamens are 
h a p t o n a s t i c ,  

meaning that 
they move quickly 

in response to stim-
uli. The movement is 

almost instantaneous 
and is believed to assist pol-

lination. Another example of 
haptonasty in plants, and one 
which many gardeners will be fa-
miliar with, is the ‘Touch-me-not’ 
plant which closes up its leaves 
when touched.  

In the wild, African hemp grows 
on the edge of forests so it is best 
placed in a position where it will 
get partial shade in the summer. 
It needs a rich soil and will bene-
fit from a fortnightly feed as soon 
as the first buds appear.  

It is not frost resistant and will 
need protection during the win-
ter; in very cold inland areas it 
would probably be advisable to 
bring it indoors onto a bright win-
dowsill. African hemp can be 
pruned after flowering to keep it 
compact.  

Propagation is by tip cuttings 
which should root easily in water.  

There is a variegated form, S. 
Africana variegata and a double 
flowered variety called S. Africana 
flore-pleno.

A stunning shrub with apple-green leaves and large white scented 
flowers which have yellow and red fluffy stamens

African hemp

l  
 

e  p

t
I
e
p
r
s
s
h

m
t

i
u

l

Sparmannia africanus and a close up of the flowers. :: WIKIMEDIA

BOLD AND BEAUTIFUL LIGULARIA

Ann Pennington sent in this photo of Ligularia which, al-
though it is a summer flowering perennial, is still blooming 
in December. There are some stunning species in the genus, 
some with deeply serrated leaves and tall spikes of flowers 
and others with chocolate/burgundy coloured foliage.

:: ANN PENNINGTON
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T
he Christmas celebra-
tions in El Castillo de 
las Guardas are some-
what unusual. In fact, 

this village, which is close to 
the source of the Guadiamar 
river, in the Sierra Norte area of 
Seville province, has become 
quite famous for its ‘belén vivi-
ente’, or Living Nativity, which 
takes place in the atmospheric 
setting of El Torreón, the re-

mains of a Moorish castle 
which was built  above the vil-
lage.  

The location, in this ancient 
building with its wonderful 
views, makes the Living Nativ-
ity in El Castillo de las Guardas 
something very special.  

It first started 15 years ago 
and has taken place every 
Christmas since. It is an impor-
tant event for the village, as 
most of the residents are in-
volved in some way, including 
about 50 children. 

The Living Nativity takes the 
form of a reenactment of differ-
ent scenes relating to the birth 
of Jesus, and it is so true to life 
that it even includes animals 
loaned by local people espe-
cially for the purpose. 

This year, there has been a spe-
cial emphasis on the use of sus-
tainable and environmentally 
friendly materials.  

One of the attractions of this 
performance is the fact that 
there is interaction between 
those taking part and the audi-

ence. This  makes it particularly 
interesting for visitors, who 
can feel truly involved in the 
traditional story of Christmas. 

The Living Nativity in El Cas-
tillo de las Guardas is performed 
numerous times during the fes-
tive season. It began on 7 De-
cember, and from now on it can 
be seen this Saturday at 
12.30pm and on Sunday at 
5.30pm, and after that it will 
take place on 23, 25, 28, 29 and 
30 December and 1, 2, 3 and 4 
January (mostly afternoons).  

Christmas in Andalucía 

At this time of year there is al-
ways plenty to see and do in the 
whole of the region of Anda-
lucía, and for those who are on 
the other side and for whom a 
trip to Seville would take too 
long, especially if they are his-
tory buffs, it is worth heading 
instead to the province of Jaén, 
where several towns and vil-
lages have organised a busy pro-
gramme of activities relating to 
the Iberian civilisation.  

From now until 5 January 
there will be guided tours and 
theatrical performances at ar-
chaeological sites such as, for 
example, those at Cástulo and 
Puente Tablas.  

Further information about 
the events can be obtained by 
visiting the website www.via-
jealtiempodelosiberos.com

Christmas spirit in 
the Sierra Norte 

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA

ONE DAY IN CASTILLO DE 

LAS GUARDAS 

Car + walking 

Journey time: 3 hours from Malaga. 
Living Nativity: 3 hours. Exploring the 
village and nearby area: 3 hours. 

 

What to see in El Castillo de 

las Guardas 

LLa Reserva.  
Wildlife Park covering 230 hec-
tares. 
Carretera A-476 a Riotinto, km. 

6,820 - Finca Herrerías Bajas - Casti-

llo de las Guardas. 41890 El Castillo 

de las Guardas 
Church of San Juan Bautista.  
The main church of the village, 
with a mixture of Mudejar and 
Renaissance styles. 
Plaza Divina Pastora, s/n. 41890  El 

Castillo de las Guardas 
Abrevadero Fountain.  
A stone fountain which is one 
of the emblems of the village. 
C/ Román García, s/n. 

41890 El Castillo de las Guardas 
El Torreón. 
Remains of a Moorish castle, 
constructed in the 13th cen-
tury.. 
C/. Rafael Mozo, s/n 

41890 El Castillo de las Guardas 
Megaliths:  A group of funerary 
monuments in the nearby 
area. 
Dehesa de Abajo, s/n. 41890 El Cas-

tillo de las Guardas

QUICK GUIDE

JAVIER ALMELLONES

Local residents take part in the Living Nativity. :: SUR

El Castillo de las Guardas. :: SUR





g y

Seville

Málaga

Cordoba

Huelva

Cádiz

Castillo de las Guardas



December 15th to 21st 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH

31HEALTH&BEAUTY

Experts are calling on the 
Ministry of Health and 
the regional 
governments to set up 
screening plans 

:: ÁLVARO SOTO 

MADRID. Around 100,000 people 
with hepatitis C are not receiving 
treatment in Spain because they 
have no idea that they suffer from 
it. Because of this, associations 
have recently asked the Ministry 
of Health and the regional govern-
ments to draw up a protocol of 
screening for early detection, so 
that those at risk, and possibly the 
population in general, can be 
tested.  

The fight against hepatitis C  
took a giant leap in this country 
in 2015, when the Ministry of 
Health approved a strategic plan 
to tackle the illness. Since then 
about 90,000 people have bene-
fited from the latest treatments, 
which have a 98 per cent rate of 
cure.  

“We are world leaders in this 
field, with a history of success, but 
we also have to bear in mind that 
people are still dying from this ill-

ness,” says the coordinator of the 
Alliance for the Elimination of Vi-
ral Hepatitis in Spain (AEHVE), Ja-
vier García-Samaniego. 

There is special concern about 
the fact that so many people, about 

50 per cent of the total, have not 
been diagnosed, so the Alliance is 
calling for a screening plan to de-
tect the approximately 100,000 
patients who are unaware that they 
have hepatitis C, with the aim of 

eradicating the illness by 2021. “If 
there is no screening, we can’t 
eliminate it,” says Javier García-
Samaniego. 

The experts and associations 
who signed the letter to the Min-

istry of Health agree that GPs 
should play a principal role in 
screening. They also want health 
centres to include patients with 
hepatitis C in their Special Atten-
tion Service, so they take an active 
part in fighting the illness.  

“There should be a diagnosis 
guide for GPs and medical centres, 
and we want all the regional health 
authorities to produce one of these 
as soon as possible,” says Dr José 
María Molero. La Rioja has become 
the first region of Spain to start 
screening patients as a matter of 
course.  

According to epidemiological 
studies, between 190,000 and 
220,000 people in Spain suffer 
from hepatitis C at present, and of 
these around 45 per cent (about 
90,000) have already received 
treatment. This means that be-
tween 100,000 and 130,000 have 
yet to do so. Around 100,000 of 
them do not know that they have 
the illness, and the rest have not 
received the treatments laid down 
in the 2015 plan.  

Experts are debating whether 
or not the whole population should 
be screened, because under the age 
of 35 the rate is barely 0.15 per 
cent. They do, however, all agree 
that people at risk should be given 
priority: prisoners, people who in-
ject or sniff drugs, the children of 
mothers with hepatitis C, people 
who live with patients with 
chronic hepatitis C and men who 
have unsafe sex with other men. 
The test costs between two and 
three euros. 

More than 100,000 people in Spain 
are unaware that they have hepatitis C

Spain is a leader in the treatment of hepatitis C. :: SUR
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Physical exercise 
reduces the risk of 
breast cancer patients 
getting the illness again 
and it improves the 
survival rate  

:: ÁNGEL ESCALERA 

MALAGA. Physical exercise and 
a healthy diet are a way of preven-
ting cancer. The director of the Me-
dical Oncology units at the Carlos 
Haya and Clínico Universitario hos-
pitals in Malaga, says it has been 
scientifically demonstrated that 
healthy lifestyle habits, including 
exercise and the Mediterranean 
diet, can be as effective as the best 
cancer drugs on the market. 

Dr Alba made these comments 
while presenting a pioneer pro-
gramme aimed at aiding recovery 
for women who have undergone 
breast cancer surgery. The program-
me consists of three aspects: an 
exercise plan to suit each woman’s 
physical condition; healthy eating 
(the Mediterranean diet) and 
check-ups to determine the degree 
of cognitive alterations which may 
be suffered by some patients after 
the treatment (mainly chemothe-
rapy). These symptoms sometimes 
manifest themselves in memory 
or speech problems.  

Dr Alba warned that excess 
weight is the second most com-
mon cause of cancer in the world 
and said it is a real problem, not 
only in the increase of tumours 
but also in metabolic and cardio-
vascular illnesses. 

The Club de Salud para Mujeres 
Operadas de Cáncer de Mama 
(Health Club for Women after 
Breast Cancer Surgery) was laun-
ched by the regional government’s 

provincial health delegate, Ana Isa-
bel González; Dr Alba; the mana-
gers of the Carlos Haya and Clíni-
co hospitals, Emiliano Nuevo and 
José Antonio Medina, respectively; 
the head of the project, oncologist 
Bella Pajares; Antonio Cuesta, a 
professor at the Physiotherapy de-
partment of the Faculty of Health 
Sciences at Malaga university; and 
the president of the ASAMMA asso-
ciation, Francisca Aguilar.  

This initiative will help about 
70 women a year to regain their 
health, and around 50 have bene-
fited since the programme started 
last May. These patients are being 
monitored by the hospital and are 
given regular check-ups.  

Very useful treatment 
Professor Antonio Cuesta said that 
clinical tests which had been car-
ried out had shown that physical 
exercise reduces the chance of get-
ting cancer again and also reduces 
its negative effects on health. 

 Dr Pajares stressed that exer-

cise not only increases the overall 
survival rate of patients in general, 
but specifically those who had had 
breast cancer. She particularly rec-
ommended that women who had 
undergone surgery for a breast tu-
mour should take exercise, because 
it is very useful that it has no side 
effects and it is a cheap and effec-
tive weapon. “It is a treatment 
which should be carried on indefi-
nitely, because it is very valuable 
indeed,” she insisted.  

The president of ASAMMA ex-
plained that the association had 
donated 5,000 euros to collaborate 
in setting up the club for women 
who had undergone surgery for 
breast cancer. Dr Alba confirmed 
that financing was in place to con-
tinue the project in 2018.  

Physiotherapist Cristina Roldán 
explained that women, when they 
join the programme, are often 
afraid to move about too much and, 
thanks to the training they are gi-
ven, they learn to overcome the 
fear and appreciate the benefits of 
physical exercise.  

Dietary expert María José de los 
Ríos said that most of the patients 
had not been following a healty 
diet, because they ate too much 
meat, cakes and biscuits, and su-
gar in general. After three months 
of training, they learned how to 
eat healthily and to follow the Me-
diterranean diet, she explained.  

The survival rate after five years 
for women who have had a breast 
tumour is now 82 per cent. Dr Alba 
said that: “We are now able to say 
that the survival rate after breast 
cancer at the two big hospitals in 
Malaga is one of the best of those 
published in scientific literature. 
The challenge now is to improve 
these results as much as possible 
with less aggressive treatments.” 

“Where cancer is concerned, 
exercise and a healthy diet are 
as important as medication”

Doctors and coordinators at the programme’s launch at the Clínico Universitario hospital. :: ÁLVARO CABRERA

Excess weight has 
become the second 
most common cause of 
tumours in the world 

The Mediterranean diet 
is the best way to 
prevent the illness 
occurring again 
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Investigators from 
Granada university are 
using TAC software on 
four mummies found 
in the Egyptian   
city of Aswan 

:: V. N. J. 
MADRID. A team of investigators, 
among them anthropologists from 
Granada university, has discovered 
the oldest cases of breast cancer 
and multiple myeloma, a type of 
bone marrow cancer, in two mum-
mies found in Qubbet el Hawa, an 
ancient Egyptian cemetery in the 
city of Aswan. 

The female mummy is estimated 
to have died around 2000 BC and 
the male around 1800 BC, of mye-
loma. Both were probably mem-
bers of the ruling class, or at least 
upper class, from families of Egyp-
tian governors in Elephantine, now 
known as Aswan. 

The  investigators used Tran-
scriptome Analysis Console (TAC) 
software to obtain the best results 
when analysing the mummies. Tra-
ditional methods would require 
the partial rupture of bandages and 
parts of the mummy. This tech-
nique allows the team to see the 
smallest details of the bones and 
the bandages, as well as the ancient 
embalming methods, while still 
conserving the remains. 

Using the same technique, keep-
ing the bandages and burial gar-
ments intact, the team studied two 
whole mummies, in this case from 
the Roman period. 

Reconstruction with special 
software has allowed them to in-
vestigate every detail of these 
mummies: one is of a nine-year-
old boy, another of a teenage girl. 
While the older mummies affected 
by cancer have been reduced to 
bones and bandage heaps, these 
were intact, indicating that, over 
time, the ancient Egyptians 
changed their embalming meth-

ods. They only began to use the 
methods described by Greek his-
torian Herodoto in the Roman pe-
riod, from 10 BC. 

Images of the mummies were 
generated by the radiodiagnostic 
department at the Aswan Univer-
sity Hospital, with a scanner capa-

ble of making 124 tomographic 
cuts simultaneously. They worked 
together with scientists from the 
local hospital.  

No signs of illness could be 
found in the Roman era mummies, 
so their most probable cause of 
death was an acute infection, given 

that this type of illness, if uncured, 
goes away after death and would 
not leave traces on the bones. 

In Ancient Egypt this was the 
most common cause of death, and 
continues to be all over the world, 
despite the vast medical resources 
available. 

Discovering the 
oldest cases of 
breast cancer and 
multiple myeloma

An image of one of the analysed mummies, generated thanks to the use of a scanner. :: SUR
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The health risks of 
drinking too much alcohol 
are well-known but very 
few know that one glass 
of wine can contain over 
70 kilocalories 

:: CARMEN PARRA 

MALAGA. Nowadays, any sort of 
celebration involves drinking. Dur-
ing the festive period it is all too easy 
to end up drinking copious amounts 
of alcohol. It could be a spirit and 
mixer, a glass of wine, a beer or a cock-
tail. Social events, dinners, and par-
ties are all linked to the consumption 
of alcoholic drinks. Before the party 
season gets under way it is good to 
know how much exercise you will 
have to do to work off the drinks. 

According to the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), a woman should 

not consume over 20 to 40g of alco-
hol daily, and a man should not con-
sume over 40 to 60g. Anything more 
than this is considered harmful. How-
ever, as well as the effects of exces-
sive alcohol cosumption, there are 
also calorific elements to consider 
when having a drink. 

Currently, all we can do is work 
out the number of calories with 
maths, taking into account that a 
gramme of alcohol contains seven ki-
localories (kcal). It all adds up quickly! 

One gramme of alcohol contains 
more than the number of kilocalo-
ries in a gramme of carbohydrate or 
protein (4 kcal/g) but fewer than in 
a gramme of fat (9 kcal/g). However, 
there is an important difference to 
note, according to Ana Márquez, die-
titian and nutritionist for Nutrisana: 
alcohol “is not a nutrient, whereas 
fat, protein and carbohydrates are; 
we use their energy for every day 

functions and to maintain homeo-
stasis”, while alcohol contains calo-
ries. “They are considered ‘empty’ as 
they don’t provide nutrition yet they 
are still fattening.” 

So how do we measure the calo-
ries in a drink? It is very simple and 
Márquez gives a clear example: “Like 
with a sandwich, according to its 
size and ingredients, it will have a 
higher or lower calorie content, so 
a glass of an alcoholic drink, accord-
ing to its size and what kind of drink 
it is, will have a higher of lower calo-
rie content.” 

Calculating the calories 
To know how much of one drink to 
consume you should check the alco-
hol percentage, which indicates how 
much pure alcohol there is per 100 
cubic centimetres. Furthermore, the 
higher the alcohol percentage is, “the 
more calorific it is”, says Ana Már-
quez. When you consider that most 
alcoholic drinks also contain sugar it 
can add up to a lot of calories. Here, 
the sandwich analogy comes in, given 
that a 30 ml drink will not have the 
same number of calories as a 200 ml 
glass or a 330 ml can.  

Taking the example of a bottle of 
wine, on the label the bottle says that 
it has an alcohol content of 12%, which 
means that there is 120 ml of alcohol 
in a litre of wine. The first thing to 
work out is how many grammes of 
alcohol there are in this litre which 
can be calculated by multiplying the 
density of alcohol, 0.8 g/ml, with the 
millilitres of alcohol. So in this bot-
tle, with 120 ml of alcohol, there are 
96 grammes of alcohol in the litre. 
Next, this figure is multiplied by the 
kilocalories, remembering that 1 gram 
contains 7 kcal, and this reveals that 
in this bottle of wine there are 672  
kcal. So, if you have a 100 ml glass, 
you are consuming around 67.5 kilo-
calories.  

Using these calculations, it can be 
worked out that a can of beer con-
tains 105 kcal and 50 ml of most spir-
its contains 140 kcal. 

A study by the World Cancer Re-
search Fund (WCRF) remarked that 
if a glass of wine contains 177 calories 
on average , this is the equivalent of 
eating two chocolate biscuits. 

For most people to burn 100 calo-

ries, which is roughly the equivalent 
of a can of beer, they would have to 
run for ten minutes. So, if you drink 
three beers, you should do half an 
hour of intense cardio exercise to 
work it off. Remember that two beers 

more than this is considered exces-
sive drinking. 

Everyone knows that drinks with 
a higher alcohol content contain more 
grammes of alcohol, however the real 
problem, in Márquez’s opinion is that 
“no one knows enough about the 
calories in alcohol”. In fact, she says 
that when she tells patients how 
many calories there are in alcohol 
they are shocked to discover than one 
gramme contains almost as much as 
a gramme of fat. “Even if they know 
this, they downplay the energy in-
take, they don’t consider that they 
will have to go for a brisk half-hour 
walk to burn the calories in the glass 
of wine that they drank”, adds the 
nutritionist.  

Harmful calories 
Nevertheless, these kilocalories are 
not “bad” because they are fattening, 
but they are “harmful” because alco-
hol does not provide any nutrients 
“which means that our body is not 
going to put these calories to use in 
a positive way”.  

Alcohol is a toxin, when con-
sumed 95% is metabolised in the 
liver to get rid of it and the rest is re-
leased by excretion, through respi-
ration, sweat, urine, saliva, and breast 
milk, which is why it is forbidden 
to drink alcohol during pregnancy 
and breastfeeding.

Humans should not consume more than 40 to 60 g of alcohol daily, but how do we work this out?

Drink less to keep the Christmas weight at bay

 A small lager (200ml).   70 kcal. 

 A can of lager (330ml).   105 
kcal.  

 A small glass of wine (100ml).   
70 kcal. 

 A glass of vermouth (100ml).   
140 kcal. 

 Spirits (50ml).   140 kcal (not 
including mixer).

APPROXIMATE CALORIES 
IN ALCOHOLIC DRINKS

Alcohol does not provide any nutrients. :: SUR

The calories in alcohol are 
considered ‘empty’ 
because they provide no 
nutrition but are still 
fattening
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:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA. The 2017 sun protec-
tion campaign has ended with posi-
tive results. Recently, representa-
tives from the Costa del Sol Health 
department evaluated this year’s ac-
tivities specifically targeted at en-
couraging healthy UV protection hab-
its, emphasising the importance of 
early cancer diagnoses, and reducing 
casualties and death. 

With this international campaign, 
in collaboration with the Danish con-
sulate, they have managed to reach 
the Scandinavian population: the 
Danish, Finnish, Swedish, and Nor-
wegian residents of the Costa del Sol. 
According to reports, the impact of 
the campaign has been strong, reach-
ing around 12,000 Danish residents. 
Some of the many strategies used in-
cluded publishing supplements about 
sun protection in Danish magazines 
‘Liv SunHed Magazinet’ and ‘Solkys-
ten’, as well as holding information 

days for health professionals and pa-
tients at the Montebello Danish 
Clinic in Benalmádena. 

The leaders of the campaign stress 
the importance of campaigns like 
this, given the high population of 
Scandinavian people living in the 
Costa del Sol. There are 30,000 peo-
ple from Denmark, 25,000 from Fin-
land, 20,000 from Norway, and 

10,000 from Sweden whose skin is 
extremely fair and sensitive to the 
effects of the sun and therefore they 
are at risk of suffering from skin can-
cer. Furthermore, they highlight that, 
unlike with other foreign residents, 
Scandinavian people have different 
attitudes to sun protection and there 
is often a language barrier with these 
citizens which makes it difficult for 

them to access information and be 
aware about the risks of the sun. 

At schools 

The campaign also targeted interna-
tional schools this year. A sun pro-
tection conference was held for the 
third year in the Palacio de Congre-
sos in Marbella, bringing together 
800 students and teachers from 11 

schools in the Costa del Sol. Also, in-
formation sessions for teaching staff 
were provided, in collaboration with 
the Marbella-Coín Centro del Profe-
sorado, with a focus on the Junta de 
Andalucía’s ‘6 grados de separación 
en fotoprotección’ (6 degrees of sepa-
ration in sun protection) school com-
petition. The initiative has been cir-
culating messages about UV protec-
tion around the world in a simple but 
effective way. 

The competition involves students 
and teachers making one-minute 
videos, where they demonstrate how 
to enjoy the sun without damaging 
your skin and challenge other schools 
to do the same, and uploading them 
onto Instagram. These have reached, 
through six degrees of separation, 
schools in countries as far as way as 
possible. Final figures show that the 
campaign reached around 3,700 stu-
dents through effective projects like 
this one.  

Another original idea was to hold 
a day which incorporated food into 
the campaign. More than 300 health 
professionals and carers came to learn 
how a good diet can help with sun 
protection. On this day, 122 catering 
students and teachers from hospi-
tality schools in Benalmádena and 
Marbella participated in these infor-
mation courses too.  

The campaign which has been 
spreading across beaches with the 
help of the Mijas town hall has 
reached 2,500 sunbathers through 
the distribution of informative fly-
ers in English, Danish, German, and 
Spanish.

There are 30,000 Danish residents on the Costa del Sol, whose fair skin is at high risk of sunburn. :: SUR

Fighting sun damage on the Costa
The Costa del Sol Health 
department’s 
international sun 
protection campaign 
reached 12,000 Danes 
with the help of the 
Danish consulate
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Although they are two of the 
most populated regions of Ma-
laga province, the western Cos-
ta del Sol and the Guadalhor-
ce valley are home to some par-
ticularly lovely inland villages 
with small populations, which 
retain much of the charm of 
their Andalusian past. 

Among the picturesque vil-
lages to be found in La Algarbía, 
the name by which the Guadal-
horce area was once known, are 
Pizarra, Almogía, Álora and Valle 
de Abdalajís.  

They lie on the eastern side 
of the valley, between fertile 
plains and rugged limestone 
mountain ranges such as the 
Huma and Abdalajís.  

 This remarkable country-
side is not only attractive in it-
self, but it had a strong influ-
ence on the development of 
these villages. They are all 
worth visiting, to see their in-
teresting historical buildings 
and monuments.  

Meanwhile, on the Costa del 
Sol, the three least populated 
villages are Benahavís, Manilva 
and Casares.  

The latter village was the 
birthplace of Blas Infante, and 
it boasts numerous attractions 
including the natural park of 
the Sierra Crestellina, the ‘Ca-
nuto de La Utrera’, the histori-
cal church of La Encarnación, 
the Hedionda baths and the Ro-
man remains of Lacipo, to name 
just a few.

Villages on the 
coast and in    
La Algarbía

AROUND MALAGA

JAVIER ALMELLONES

Benahavís 
Gastronomy.   Few villages are as 
closely identified with gas-
tronomy as this one, because 
despite its size, it is famous for 
the number and variety of res-
taurants. In fact, it is nick-
named ‘The Dining Room of 
the Costa del Sol’. It is also 
home to several hotels and 
golf courses. Benahavís has no 
coastal area, but there are nu-
merous other attractions such 
as historical buildings within 
the village and the beauty spot 
of Las Angosturas, in stunning 
countryside nearby.  
What to see: The Montemayor 
castle and Las Angosturas del 
Guadalmina. 

Álora 
 History.  This village boasts a 
Moorish castle, and one of the 
largest churches in Malaga 
province. Many of the castle 
walls and towers are still stand-
ing, and it contains the re-
mains of the village’s first 
church and a horseshoe arch 
which is unique in the West. 
There are other interesting 
buildings to see, but the nearby 
countryside also holds a 
wealth of attractions including 
the Sierra de Huma and the 
Desfiladero de los Gaitanes 
gorge.  
   What to see: The castle, La 
Encarnación church and La 
Virgen de las Flores convent.

Pizarra 
 Landscapes.   From the lookout 
point of El Santo there is one 
of the best views of the Gua-
dalhorce valley. This natural 
balcony in Pizarra has become 
one of the symbols of this re-
gion, but it is just one of many 
reasons to visit this village, 
which lies at the foot of the Si-
erra de Gibralmora. A chapel 
partly excavated from the rock 
and an interesting history and 
folk museum are also good rea-
sons to visit this village, at any 
time of year. 
 What to see: El Santo lookout 
point, La Raja Ancha, the mu-
nicipal museum and the 
chapel of La Fuensanta.

Manilva 
 Vineyards.   The culture of wine 
production has resisted the ur-
ban development of the Costa 
del Sol. In fact, for years now 
the village of Manilva has been 
growing the Muscat grapes 
which have made its wine so fa-
mous.  The village, surrounded 
by vines, stands on a hill 
slightly inland from its coastal 
area, Sabinillas. It is interesting 
to visit both parts of the mu-
nicipality, as the coastal region 
is strongly contrasting, with an  
18th century castle and modern 
marina. 
 What to see.   The castle of La 
Duquesa and the Santa Ana 
church.

Valle de Abdalajís 
 Adventure.   For years this has 
been known as the capital of 
air sports, and today Valle de 
Abdalajís is one of the most 
popular places for the most 
adventurous to visit. Apart 
from the air sports such as 
paragliding, there are facili-
ties for climbing, mountain-
eering, hiking and cycling in 
the spectacular limestone 
mountains. The village also 
has an interesting historical 
legacy, including  the Roman 
remains of Nescania. 
 What to see: La Peana, the 
chapel of Santo Cristo de la 
Sierra, the municipal mu-
seum and Roman remains.

Almogía 
 TTradition .  This is one of two 
villages which give their name 
to a version of ‘verdiales’, a tra-
ditional form of folk music, 
but in addition to this, Al-
mogía is also a village with a 
great deal of history, as can be 
seen from the remains of its 
Moorish castle and its urban 
layout which is still   
essentially Andalusian. The 
churches and fountains are 
other attractions of this mu-
nicipality, which lies between 
Puerto de la Torre, the Guadal-
horce valley and the An-
tequera plain. 
 What to see: La Vela tower, 
churches and fountains.

Aerial view of Casares. :: J. A.



December 15th to 21st 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH  37



38383838383838 December 15th to 21st 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH

38 FOOD&DRINK38383838383838

Demand increases for 
traditional and unusual 
fruit, vegetables, fish and 
shellfish, due to company 
celebrations and families 
preparing a special meal  

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. Before the people of Ma-
laga are even awake, Mercamalaga is 
bustling. It is the biggest wholesale 
market in the province and one of 
the principal ones in eastern Anda-
lucía. The fruit and vegetable stalls 
open for business from clients all over 
the region from 3am, while the fish 
stalls open to the public at 5am - al-
though their products start to arrive 
from 2am onwards.  

Mercamalaga is like a city that ne-
ver sleeps. Until the end of October 
this year more than 650,000 vehicles 
had passed through, 2.44 per cent 
more than in the same period last 
year. By the end of this year, Merca-

malaga is expected to have received 
over 200,000 tonnes of goods.  

December is not just any month 
at Mercamalaga. It is transformed, 
not only because of the festive deco-
rations but because of the demand 
due to Christmas parties and compa-
ny celebrations, and the excellence 
of the products. The market is well-
known for its quality in general, but 
in December the stallholders offer 
the best of the best, premium qual-
ity and unusual products, not just 
from Spain but also imported. 

“Mercamalaga is famous for the 
quality of its products, but at Christ-
mas the standard quality is relegated 
to second place, because there are so 
many truly excellent goods on offer. 
You can find the best tomatoes, of all 
types, the best fruits, really diverse 
and exotic products, the freshest fish 
and shellfish from all over Spain. At 
Christmas we are like a shop window 
that everyone wants to look at,” says 
Andrés Rojas, the manager of Malaga 
Natural, one of the main market’s 

biggest fruit and vegetable stalls.  
With company celebrations already 

starting and many families prepar-
ing for their traditional Christmas 
Eve dinner,this is a hectic time of year 
for retailers and restaurants alike. 

Price increases 
The increase in demand has already 
put up the price of some of the most 
popular fish and shellfish.  

“In the fish market, everything 
changes as soon as December arrives. 
Although it’s not like the summer, 
which is when we sell the most, there 
is more demand than usual and all 
the stallholders want the very best 
to offer their clients. The price of cray-
fish has already gone up by about 60 
per cent, and it will continue to rise 
until Christmas. The prices won’t drop 
again until after Three Kings Day on 
6 January,” says Antonio Díaz, who 
runs Marpiex.  

“I have been working at Merca-
malaga for 18 years, and it’s always 
the same in December. The quality 

is always good but at this time of year 
people want the very best. The big-
gest crayfish sell the same as they do 
in November; what people want now 
is top quality, and if the products are 
still alive then even better, even if it 
means having to pay 100 euros a kilo 
for them,” he explains.  

José Luis Roldán, the president of 
the Wholesale Fishmongers Associa-
tion at Mercamalaga, and owner of 
Mar del Sol, says December is a good 
month for sales, although not as good 
as August, when there is an increa-
sed demand for fresh products. At 
Christmas, many customers wait un-
til the last minute to buy.  

Mussels 
“We sell more mussels than any 
other type of product at this time 
of year, but there is also more de-
mand for hake, monkfish, prawns, 
crayfish, lobster and clams. The hake 
and monkfish come from the fish-
ing wharves in Malaga and Cadiz, 
and the shellfish from Huelva, al-
though the crayfish caught off the 
Malaga coast is the most expensive,” 
says José Luis. 

Last year 39,134 tonnes of fish were 
delivered to Mercamalaga, of which 
33,570 were fresh fish, 2,047 were 
fresh shellfish; 2,388 tonnes of fro-
zen fish and 1,129 of frozen shellfish. 

Christmas means the 
best quality produce
Stallholders at the Mercamalaga wholesale   
market source foods ‘par excellence’ for their 
customers during the festive season

X Shellfish. Lobster is 
one of the products which 
is always on sale in the fish 
section of Mercamalaga at 
Christmas, and the whole-
sale price can reach 70 
euros a kilo. :: S. SALAS

AVAILABILITY, QUALITY AND VARIETY

 Prawns. More shellfish is available at Mercamalaga in De-
cember. Right now it’s easy to find fresh ‘carabineros’ for 40 to 
50 euros a kilo, but prices will rise between now and Christmas.   
:: S. SALAS

 Grapes. The New Year’s Eve 
ones haven’t arrived yet, but there 
are grapes on sale for 1.50 euros.  
 :: S. SALAS

 Argentinian cherries. 
They are flown in by plane and 
sell to retailers and restaurants 
for about 16 euros. :: S. SALAS

 Monkfish. One of the most 
popular fishes for family dinners, 
so it is always available in the 
market. :: S. SALAS
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In December 2016, the fish stalls sold 
2,875 tonnes in total, and they hope 
to sell even more this month.  

Rafael Jiménez Sánchez, owner of 
the Ravidepa Malaga fish stall, be-
lieves bad weather and the cold in-
crease the prices of certain fish and 
shellfish. “It’s true that there is more 
demand, but the summer is best. At 
Christmas many clients order special 
things, which we don’t normally 
have, but if we are unable to get them 
it can lose us a client. This is a really 
stressful month for us, because of 
course we want to keep our custom-
ers happy,” he says.  

Not as seasonal 
For the fruit and vegetable stalls, the 

situation is similar. Quality is 
everything. Every stallholder sear-
ches for the very best products from 
Spain and abroad, at this time of year.  

 “Produce is not as seasonal nowa-
days as it used to be. You can find just 
about everything, all year round. That 
is partly because restaurants on the 
Costa del Sol demand select products,” 
says Pedro Machuca, the president 
of the Fruit and Vegetable Stallhol-
ders Association, who owns Comer-
cial Frutera Malagueña (Cofruma).  

Málaga Natural offers about 800 
different items. “If it exists and 
we can get it, then we will. That’s 
our slogan. The busiest time for us 
in December is immediately befo-
re Christmas,” says Andrés Rojas, 

whose customers can buy products 
such as cherries which have been 
flown in from Chile or Argentina, 
and ‘ethnic’ produce such as Edo 
or Malanga, which is imported 
from Costa Rica. This is a tuber 
which resembles a potato, but has 
a softer texture and slightly swee-
ter taste.  

In 2016, Mercamalaga received 
3.98 per cent more fruit and vegeta-
bles than in 2015: a total of 176,857 
tonnes, of which 82,607 were fruit, 
82,215 vegetables and 12,035 pota-
toes. In December last year, the 
stallholders sold more than 13,180 
tonnes. The market ended last year 
with a volume of business of 638 mi-
llion euros on food products. 

1,250 
shoppers a day visit the stalls at 
Mercamalaga, on average.  

638 
million euros was the volume 
of business by companies in  
the market in 2016, an   
increase of 3.5 per cent on the 
previous year.

IN FIGURES

 Fresh salmon. The fish 
market offers an even wider 
range of products than usual at 
Christmas. :: S. SALAS

 Live crayfish. The price 
has already gone up by 60 per 
cent and can reach 100 euros a 
kilo. :: S. S.

 Squid. Another of the most popular products from the stalls 
selling fish and shellfish at Mercamalaga. The wholesale price varies 
according to size, but is normally between 10 and 15 euros a kilo. :: 
SALVADOR SALAS

 Pecan nuts. They are from 
the Guadalhorce valley and are 
sold in the market for more than 
eight euros a kilo. :: S. SALAS
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T
he annual Michelin 
awards are always greeted 
with rapture by the popu-
lar press in spite of the 

fact that probably only 1% of its 
readers have ever eaten in a Mich-
elin-starred restaurant. This does 
not stop ambitious young chefs 
setting their sights on earning 
stars for their restaurant at what-
ever cost. But who can tell them 
how to go about it?  

A few years ago, if we wanted to 
make a bomb we would have to 
find a friendly anarchist or ex-mili-
tary guy. Today it is as simple as 
digging down into the dark web 
using Tor, and we find thousands 
of how-to pages. But nothing is 
guaranteed and if our neophyte ef-
forts result in the bomb exploding 
unpredictably there is no-one to 
make a claim on - if indeed we are 
still around to do so. 

In the same way there are web-
sites telling us how to earn Mich-
elin stars. Not exactly rocket sci-
ence or brain surgery, mainly com-
mon sense, but from personal ex-
perience it often seems that many 
chefs are not too well endowed in 
that particular department. Start 
off with social media and make as 
much noise about the restaurant as 
possible, organise events for local 
groups that will appear in the 
printed media and radio. Eventu-
ally something will come to Mr 
Michelin’s attention, and the res-

taurant will be put on the Guide’s 
watch list. Some time later there 
will be a visit from an inspector. 
You probably won’t even know. 
Could it be that man eating alone, 
that couple, or even those two la-
dies together? You may not notice 
the second or third visit either. The 
Belgian edition revealed it had vis-
ited La Paix, Brussels, 12 times, and 
the Sea Grill eight - in the same 
year. 

There are no Michelin chefs, 
only Michelin restaurants. 
Roughly 50% of a star’s value will 
be decided on the quality of the 
food, the remainder on the service, 
the surroundings, the tableware, 
wine list, loos, etc. So all these 
items have to be impeccable, as in-
deed should be the restaurant’s 
website and Facebook page. There 
are no short cuts - and no guaran-
tees either.

A. J. LINN 

HOW TO GET A                                    

MICHELIN STAR

Aromatic vermouth has a 
long history going back to 
Ancient Greece and Rome 
and is now becoming a 
fashionable drink again 

:: ESPERANZA PELÁEZ 

MALAGA.  Old classics never die 
and vermouth, which has never 
really gone out of fashion in some 
places in Spain such as Madrid, Bar-
celona and the Basque Country, is 
making a comeback as a fashionable 
drink. But what is vermouth?  

Well it is just a wine (tradition-
ally from green grapes), flavoured 
with spices and strengthened with 
alcohol. Spicy wines such as this 
have a long history; they were drunk 
in ancient Greece and ancient Rome 
and continued to be popular right 
into the Middle Ages. 

 Their popularity was probably 
because wine then was not like we 
know it today and sweetening it 
with honey and added spices helped 
to disguise the flavour.  

It was not until the late eight-
eenth century that a Turin resident, 
Antonio Benedetto Carpano, was 
inspired by a German medicinal 
wine flavoured with wormwood 
from which he created a recipe for 
a drink that would take its name 
from the German word for worm-
wood-flavoured wine, ‘wermut’.  

In Malaga, three wineries: Di-
mobe, the Antigua Casa de 
Guardia and Málaga Virgen, make 

vermouths.  
Unlike other places where dry 

wines are used, here, thanks to the 
tradition of making sweet wine, 
sweet moscatel and PX based wines 
are used which decreases the 
amount of sugar added at the end 
of the process. However, with the 
current trend for less-sweet wines 
sometimes no sugar is added at all.   
The density of the sweet Malaga 

wines help to slow down the melt-
ing rate of ice so the drink retains 
its full flavour longer.  

The Antigua Casa de Guardia has 
been in the Alameda Principal since 
1898 and the barrel vermouth is 
one of its star products. Here it is 
served in a narrow glass with ice 
and lemon rind. It can accompany 
almost any meal and is a popular 
addition to cocktails.

A classic aperitif comes 
back into fashion 

Making cocktails with vermouth. :: DANIEL MALDONADO

Benito Gómez Michelin 2017. :: SUR
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The town in the Serranía 
de Ronda with 11 factories 
producing cold meats 
held a special festival as a 
tribute to the industry 

:: VANESSA MELGAR 

BENAOJÁN. An old Spanish say-
ing goes “Donde hay grasas, mejor te 
lo pasas” which roughly means that 
where there’s fat you’ll enjoy it more. 
This was reiterated by television chef 
Enrique Sánchez at the XV Feria de 
Chacina in Benaoján last weekend. 

 Benaoján is well known for its 
cold meats; in a town with just un-

der 1,500 inhabitants there are 11 fac-
tories producing pork loin, chorizo, 
jamón and other cured products. 
Some of them have been in opera-
tion for over a hundred years.  

Sánchez was nominated Benao-
ján’s ambassador and following tra-
dition was weighed on antique scales. 
His weight (93 kilos) in meat prod-
ucts were then donated to the NGO 
Los Ángeles Malagueños de la Noche 
(Malaga Angels of the Night), which 
provides food for the homeless and 
needy. Local journalist, Eski Macías, 
was nominated as ‘Ambassador of the 
Zurrapa’ (zurrapa is a meaty pork paté 
topped with a layer of white lard).  

Elías Bendodo, president of the 

provincial government, Monsalud 
Bautista, tourism delegate for the 
Junta de Andalucía, and the town 
mayor Soraya García, attended the 
inauguration ceremony. 

Hundreds of visitors took advan-
tage of the two bank holidays (Día 
de la Constitución and Día de la In-
maculada Concepción) to fill their 
larders and in preparation for the up-
coming Christmas break. 

Besides the cooked and cured 
meats there were traditional cakes, 
sweets, honey and a variety of breads 
to purchase and to taste. There were 
also demonstrations on how to make  
chorizo and the best way to fry sliced 
pork loin.

Benaoján celebrates the 
festival of ‘chacinas’

A demonstration of how to make chorizo. :: V. MELGAR

Visitors stocked up for Christmas. :: V. M.

There were also tastings of different breads. :: V. M.
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EXHIBITIONS 

Victor Tristante 
Estepona. Until 20 December. 
Patio Top Garden Furniture, Ctra A7 
km. 163. Urb El Pirata. 
An exhibition by local artist Vic-
tor Tristante. More info at 
www.patio-topgarden.es or este-
pona@patio-topgarden.es 

Museum Jorge Rando 
Malaga. Until 25 February. Cruz 
del Molinillo, 12 
A temporary exhibition entitled 
‘Nacerán Nuevas Auroras’ (the 
Birth of Colour) is currently on dis-
play. The museum also holds po-
etry and musical events.        
kontakt@museojorgerando.org. 

Female artists and surrealism  
Malaga. Until 28 January. Museo 
Picasso. 
Misunderstood, fighters and re-
bels, in some cases eclipsed or 
abused by their male partners, 
their lives and reactions to criti-
cism and social convention were 
reflected in their art. The art from 
this group of female artists was 
not recognised nor accepted for 
far too long, they include names 
such as Eileen Agar, Claude Ca-
hun, Leonora Carrington, Ger-
maine Dulac, Leonor Fini, Valen-
tine Hugo, Frida Kahlo, Dora 
Maar, Maruja Mallo, Lee Miller, 
Nadja, Meret Oppenheim, Kay 
Sage, Ángeles Santos, Dorothea 
Tanning, Toyen, Remedios Varo 
and Unica Zürn.   

JM Galería 
Malaga. Until 1 January. Duquesa 
de Parcent 12.  
JMshow will be inaugurated today, 
1 December at 8pm. It consists of 
photos, paintings, drawings and 
sculpture by various artists. 
www.galeriajm.com or email: gale-
ria@galeriajm.com   

Pat Graham 
Malaga. Until 5 January. Centro 
Cultural Provincial María Victoria 
Atencia.  
American photographer Pat Gra-
ham is exhibiting a collection of his 
photos taken with a polaroid cam-
era. The theme of ‘Pasado perfecto’ 
as the exhibition is called, is urban 
cultures. 

Buren at the Cube 
Malaga. Until 14 January. Pompi-
dou Centre, Malaga port.  

Daniel Buren, the artist who cre-
ated the iconic design on the ‘Cube’  
at the Pompidou Centre, is exhibit-
ing more of his work at the mu-
seum.  

Jaime Sordo 
Malaga. Until 14 January. Sala de 
La Coracha, Museo del Patrimonio 
Municipal, Pase de Reding. Free. 
In the annex to the MUPAM is an 
exhibition of contemporary photo-
graphs from the collection Los Bra-
gales belonging to businessman 
Jaime Sordo. The exhibition is en-
tilted ‘Escenas: acción y representa-
ción’ and includes work by Pierre 
Gonnord, Per Bercley, Regina José 
Galindo and many others. 

Antonio Yesa 
Malaga. Until 16 January, Galeria 
Alfajar opposite the gardens of 
Malaga Cathedral.  
‘Cualquier lugar es Bueno’, is the 
name of the exhibition by Antonio 
Yesa. 

Francisco Leiro 
Malaga. Until 7 January. Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 

An exhibition of sculptures com-
pleted over the last decade by 
Galician artist Francisco Leira 
whose work reflects fragility and 
human vulnerability.   

Bad Taste 
Malaga. Until 14 January. La 
Térmica, Avda de Los Guindos, 48. 
The exhibition forms part of the 
Festival de Cultura Basura. ‘Subur-
ban culture’ take centre stage ac-
companied by conferences and 
prose by the filmmaker and writer 
John Waters.  

Dance Practice 
 Malaga. Until 8 January. Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 
The video entitled Dance Practice 
was made in 1995 by Douglas Gor-
don, Jonathon Monk and Dave Al-
len. It shows a mix of music and 
dance, combining the music of the 
60s with contemporary art. 

Antonio Montiel 
Antequera. Until 6 January. The 
Town Hall.  
An exhibition by local artist Anto-
nio Montiel.   

Mijas Photography Group 
 Mijas Pueblo. From 15 December 
until 7 January. Casa Museo de  
Mijas. 
A collection of photos taken by a 
group international photographers. 

Galería Krabbe 
Frigiliana. Until 20 January. 
Galería Krabbe, C/Rosario La 
Joaquín.  
The  Christmas collective exhibi-
tion will feature the work of six fe-
male Danish artists: Anne Juul 
Christophersen, Marianne Frank, 
Luise Haugen, Tine Helleshøj, 
Caroline Krabbe and Ann-Lisbeth 
Sanvig. galeriakrabbe@gmail.com  

Acompalia Art 
 Motril. Until 16 December, 7-10pm 
Wed-Sat. La Fabrica de Azúcar.  
A charity art exhibition to raise 
funds for Acompalia, an association 
in Granada and the Costa Tropical 
that cares for terminally ill pa-
tients. Live music on on 16 Decem-
ber Wazifa, a reggae funk band. 

Colores en Navidad 
 Almuñécar. Until 7 January. Casa de 
la Cultura. 
Inauguration 15 December 7.30pm. 
Paintings, sculpture and prints by 
artists Marikilla Cascos, María 
Ángeles Raya, Pepe González, José 
Cabrera, Doris Pizarro, Paco Ariza 
and Sagrario Peramos. Organised by 
Asociación Arte-Sur . 

CHARITY 

Cudeca Light a Light 
 Benalmádena. 15 December, 6pm. 
The Cudeca Cancer hospice. 
A children’s choir will sing at this 
annual event that is dedicated to 
loved ones that have passed away. 
Father Christmas will make an 
appearance and there will be a glass 
of ‘Christmas cheer’ and a piece of 
cake for everyone. Anyone wishing 
to dedicate a light can do so online 
at www.lightupcudeca.org 

Jaime Sordo, La Coracha

Female surrealists, Museo Picasso

:: TONY BRYANT 

MIJAS. The Cudeca Goldies will 
be hosting their annual Christ-
mas dinner at the Valparaíso res-
taurant in Mijas on Wednesday 
20 December. 

The event will present a line-
up of some of the coast’s top en-
tertainers, all of whom will do-
nate their time to raise funds for 
the Cudeca Hospice in 
Benalmádena.  

Those set to perform are Irish 
songstress Orla Tierney and Al-
haurín El Grande-based singer and 
guitarist Alex Ashing, who will 
deliver his personal style of acous-
tic classics.  

The highlight of the party will 
be the performance of Tina Hall, 
one of the most powerful rock 
singers on the coast. The 46-year-
old singer recently participated 
in the popular Spanish television 
talent show, La Voz, and her per-
formance at the Goldies Christ-
mas bash is sure to get the party 
swinging. 

The event, which starts at 
7.30pm, will include welcome can-

apés, a three-course dinner (in-
cluding vegetarian option), as well 
as unlimited beer, wine and wa-
ter. Tickets cost 45 euros and 10 
euros from each ticket will go to 
Cudeca.  

The Cudeca Goldies will also 
be giving a final push to the an-
nual prize draw for a brand new 

Renault Clio. Tickets cost ten euros 
and the draw will take place on 1 
January. 

The Goldies are expecting a full 
house and so early booking is ad-
vised. Reservations can be made 
by phoning the restaurant on 952 
485 996 or Carlos White on 663 
083 249.

Goldies Christmas party

Tina Hall will perform at the Goldies Christmas dinner. ::  SUR
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Christmas items collection 
 Torremolinos. 15, 16 December, 
from 10am until 6pm. Centro Cul-
tural Pablo Ruiz Picasso. 
Christmas items, which can be 
purchased from stalls at the mar-
ket, are being collected to be re-
distributed among the Asocia-
ción Evangélica Manantial de 
Agua Viva, Comedor Social 
Emaús, Caritas, Lion’s Club an-
dArte contra el Hambre chari-
ties. The items include textiles, 
books, lace and ceramics. 

FAMA Christmas party 
 Mijas. 16 December, 7pm. Tamisa 
Golf Hotel. 40€. 
Three-course traditional Christmas 
dinner (vegetarian option), wine 
and beer, entertainment and raffle. 
Te:620354885 or email: patricia-
marycoleman@gmail.com 

Carrera La Suerte 
 Benahavís. 16 December, from 
10.30am. Avda de Andalucía. 
A fun run to raise money for local 
charities. On the day there will be a 

collection point for non-perishable 
food stuffs and hygiene products or 
take them to the Benahavís town 
hal during normal opening hours.  

Biker’s toy run 
 Torremolinos. 16 December, from 
11am. Plaza de la Nogalera. 
The motorbike club Komando Ami-
moto have organised a Toy Run 
again this year. Around 100 bikers,  
dressed as Father Christmas, will 
be driving around the town collect-
ing toys that will be then passed 
onto to underprivileged children.  

Christmas day with AID 
 Coín. 25 December, from 1.30pm. 
Los Cabales restaurant. 39.90 euros. 
Full Christmas lunch with live 
entertainment from Geoff 
Jameson. No children under 13. 
Book in advance tel: 626942427. 

MUSIC & DANCE  

Klara Gomboc 
 Torremolinos. 15 December, 8pm. 
Plaza Costa del Sol. Free. 
Violinist Klara Gomboc will play 
music by some of the greatest com-
posers such as Bach, Chopin, Bee-
thoven and Pachelbel. 

TOPS Christmas show 
 Alhaurín el Grande. 15, 16 Decem-
ber, 8pm. Venta La Recta. 10€ 
TOPS are presenting an evening of 
laughter, fun and Christmas spirit 
at their Christmas show. Tickets 
from Martin’s and Cristina’s 
bookshop. >

Antonio Montiel, Antequera

36 years of migas in Torrox
:: JENNIE RHODES 
TORROX PUEBLO. As has been 
the tradition for 36 years, this 
Sunday Torrox Pueblo will be 
holding its Fiesta de las Migas. 
Every year, on the Sunday be-
fore Christmas, the town shares 
one of its traditional recipes with 
residents and visitors.   

The local dish is essentially 
breadcrumbs, or ‘migas’ in Span-
ish. However, these breadcrumbs 
are like no other; they are fried 
in local olive oil and garlic and 
served up with a glass of local 
sweet wine and a typical salad.   

Migas was a dish traditionally 
served to labourers who worked 
the fields as a filling meal to keep 
them going throughout the long 
day spent working in the ‘campo’ 
(countryside).  

The event is recognised by the 
Junta de Andalucía as being of 
cultural and touristic importance.   

The migas festival is moving 
with the times and this year a 
gluten-free alternative will also 
be available. 

In addition to the main event, 
a full day of activities is being 
organised starting at 10am.  
Every year there is a market with 
stalls selling local produce, arts 
and crafts.  

A traditional verdiales (typi-
cal Malaga folk music) group will 
provide music to accompany the 
migas tasting at lunch time.  

Later on in the day there will 
be live bands playing in the Plaza 
de la Constitución in Torrox 
Pueblo.

Visitors watch as the migas are prepared. :: E. CABEZAS

 INFORMATION

 When:  Sunday 17 December, 
from 10am. 

 Where: Plaza de la Constitu-
ción, Torrox Pueblo.
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MUSIC & DANCE  

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. Teatro Cervantes  
221, 22 December, 9pm. The 
Christmas concerts with works by 
composers Händel and Mozart 
with soprano Isabel Monar, 
mezzosoprano Marta Infante, 
tenor Enrico Iviglia and baritone 
Thomas Laske. They will be 
accompanied by the Cármina 
Nova choir. 
Malaga. Auditorio Edgar Neville  
 
15 December, 8pm. The 

Nutcracker Suite by Tchaikovsky. 
Fuengirola. Palacio de la Paz   
16 December, 8pm. The 
Nutcracker Suite by Tchaikovsky. 
www.orquestafilarmonicademala
ga.com 

The Wall Bar 
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free.  
15 December:  Son de Oro. Neo 
jazz, pop, modern from de Estíbaliz 
Guerrero, and Rafael Quesada 
“Foki”. 
16  December:  Delirium. Blues fu-
sion. Lourdes del Pino and Javier 
Esteve. 

Que Bowling 
 Mijas Costa. 15 December, 
9.45pm. Que Bowling, in front of 
Aldi. Free entry. 
Stereo 80 will be playing all the 
best known songs from AC/DC, 
Guns ‘n’ Roses, Bon Jovi, Queen, 
Whitesnake, Aha, Eurythmics, Van 
Halen and more.   
www.costadeldisco.com 

Christmas Concert 
 Almuñécar. 15 December, 8pm. 
Iglesia de la Encarnación. 
Traditional Christmas carols sung 
by the Coro Infantil Pedro Mena 
(Pedro Mena child choir). 

Spanish carol concert 
 Estepona. 15 December, 8pm. Cen-
tro Cultural Padre Manuel. Free. 
A recital of mainly Spanish carols 
(villancicos) with soprano Luisa 
Parra and mezzosoprano Antonia 
Urbano with Claudio Gómez 
Martínez playing the piano. 

Pasión Vega 
 Malaga. 15 December, 8pm. Cer-
vantes Theatre. 
Famous Spanish singer Pasión Vega 
will be performing her show ‘40 
Quilares’. Tickets 70-22€ from 
www.unientradas.es 

Ecumenical carol service 
 Torre del Mar. 16 December. 6pm. 
San Andrés church. 
Carols sung by the Spanish choir 
“Amigos de Lux Mundi”, the 
German choir “Con Los Cantores” 
director Lisa Kropp and the TIMS 
English choir director Margaret 
Williams. Lux Mundi Torre del 
Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Promúsica orchestra 
Malaga. 16 December, 8pm. La 
sala Unicaja de Conciertos María 
Cristina. 
The orchestra’s Traditional christ-
mas Concert will be performing 
works by Corelli, Buxtehude, Rut-
ter and Strauss as well as some 
Spanish carols. 

Christmas Choir Concert 
 Nerja. 16 December, 9pm. Iglesia  
de el Salvador. 
Free entry to this concert although 

a collection will be made in the in-
terval with funds going to buy food 
for children this Christmas.  

A Night of Tango 
 Nerja. 16 December, 9pm. Centro 
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 15€. 
La Porteña Tango Trío have re-
cently completed a tour of Russia 
and visited more than twenty 
countries. The show will include a  
guest appearance by Eugenia  
Giordano. 

Coral CoraXalia carol services 
 Cómpeta. 15 December 8pm. Free. 
The choir will be performing in the 
mortuary chapel. 
 Vélez-Málaga. 16 December 8pm. 
Free. 
A change of venue to what was 
published last week, the concert 
will now be at the Convento de las 
Carmelitas Descalzas, Plaza de las 
Carmelitas. 
 Nerja. 19 December 5pm. Free. 
A concert at the Iglesia San Miguel, 
Plaza Andalucía.  
 The concerts are sponsored by De 
Cotta Law to raise money for the 
Sisters of the Good Samaritan 
Residencia for the elderly. Mulled 
wine and mince pies after the 
service. Email: eucorax@hotmail.es 
or tel: 669 682 139 

A Ceremony of Carols  
 Malaga. 17 December, 7pm. Iglesia 
de San Juan Bautista 
A Christmas concert directed by 
Luisa D Comacho. 

Moulin Rouge cabaret 
 Estepona. 17 December, 7pm. Audi-
torio Felipe VI. 

>

Pasión Vega, Malaga

:: TONY BRYANT 
ESTEPONA. Estepona is to host 
the third edition of the Feria del 
Queso, an artisan cheese fair that 
will be held in the Parque 
Botánico Orquidario from today, 
Friday, until Sunday. 

The event is organised by the 
provincial government of Malaga, 
Estepona town hall and the award-
winning ham cutter, José Maria 
Téllez ‘Popi’, who will be giving 
demonstrations in the art of slic-
ing serrano ham. 

Endorsed by the brand Sabor 
a Málaga, the fair will promote 
the high quality and variety of 
cheeses and dairy products pro-
duced by the participating com-
panies - 80 per cent of which 
come from the province of 
Malaga.  

More than 30 manufacturers  
will take part in the event and 
visitors will have the opportu-
nity to sample a wide variety of 
internationally-renowned prod-
ucts, including fresh, cured and 
hard cheeses. There is a huge se-
lection  of Spanish cheeses, from 
the salty, dark-skinned Man-
chego to the mouth-tingling 
Cabrales blue cheese.  

Although  cheese will be the 

focus of the event, the gastro-
nomic market will include other 
local products such as wine, olive 
oil, dried fruit, pickles, olives and 
Iberian pork products.  

Malaga enjoys a dry, temper-
ate climate with hot summers and 
mild winters, so the region boasts 
high quality dairy and processed 
pork products as well as some of 
the best sweet wines in Spain.

A cheese lover’s heaven

Typical salty, dark-skinned Manchego cheese.    :: SUR         

 What. Cheese and dairy pro-
duce fair. 

 Where. Parque Botánico Or-
quidario, Estepona. 

  When. Until Sunday 17 De-
cember, from midday to 9pm.

 DETAILS

Stereo 80, Mijas Costa
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Dance company Danza Martina 
Tessaro and school Escuela de 
Danza Martina Tessaro, are per-
forming an adaptation of  Moulin 
Rouge by Baz Luhrmann. artistic 
direction and choreography are by  
Martina Tessaro and Lourdes 
Amigo is assistant choreographer. 
Tickets: tel: 678946115 or go to 
www.auditorioestepona.com. They 
are also available from post offices. 

Christmas Choir Concert 
 Arroyo de la Miel. 17 December, 
8.30pm. Parroquia Inmaculada 
Concepción. 
The Coral Polifónica de Marbella 
and the Coral Ciudad de 
Benalmádena choirs will be   
singing.  

TIMS Christmas concerts 
Torre del Mar. 

16 December, 6pm. St Andrew’s 
the Apostle parish church. 
Malaga. 
21 January, 8pm. Malaga cathedral. 

Collegium Musicum 
 Fuengirola. 17 December, 7pm. Ho-
tel IPV Palace and Spa Beatriz. 10€ 
Optional tapas and drinks party af-
ter the concert 15€. Tickets: from 
the hotel or email: info@col-
mus.org or tel: 952775492 / 
696620872 
Marbella. 18 December, 8.30pm. 
Iglesia de la Encarnación, Marbella 
Old Town.  

Coral Magnum Mysterium 
 Estepona. 20 December 8.30pm, 
22 December 8pm. La Iglesia 
Santa María de los Remedios.  
Traditional Spanish and some in-
ternational carols.  

FLAMENCO  

Libres y Flamencas 
 Malaga. 15 December, 9pm. Audito-
rio of the Picasso Museum 
Flamenco music, song and dance 
with Mamen Ruiz and Aroa Soto 
(vocals); Isabel Soto, Trini Ruiz and  
Elena Molina (dance); Antonia 
Jiménez  and Lola Yang (guitar) and  
Ana Sevilla (violin) created by 
Francisco Roji.  

Marina Heredia 
 Almuñécar. 16 December, 8pm. 
Auditorio Casa de la Cultura. 
A Christmas concert with Marina 
Heredia and special guest Curro Al-

baicín. Funds raised go to the 
brotherhood of the Santísimo 
Cristo Alado a la Columna (Cristo 
de los Gitanos). Tickets: www.bra-
voentradas.com or tel: 722261209 

María José Santiago 
 Malaga. 16 December, 8pm. Teatro 
Cervantes. 
María José Santiago will be singing 
boleros and traditional Spanish 
flamenco with a touch of 
Christmas. www.unientradas.es 

EVENTS  

Street market 
San Pedro de Alcántara. 16 De-
cember. Calles Córdoba, Marqués 
del Duero and Lagasca. 
Shops in the above streets have 
been given permission to put up 
stalls in the street outside their 
shop windows to make a Christmas 

market. The streets will be closed 
to traffic from 10am until 8pm.  

Thespa 
Fuengirola. 20 December, 6.45pm. 
Los Boliches, Masonic Hall. 16€ 
members, 18€ guests. Includes 
set meal. 
‘Snow White and the Five 
Dwarves’ by Jim Fenton plus ‘One 
of the Only Ways’ by unknown 
author and various party pieces. 
Reservations tel: 622 454 422 
www.theatrecostadelsol.com  or 
email: thespabooking@gmail.com 

Trip to see Three Kings parade 
Fuengirola. 5 January departing 
2.25pm from bullring and 2.30pm 
Feria ground. 15€ 
Fundación Lux Mundi Fuengirola.  
C/Nueva 3. Tel: 952474840 

Trip to Arcos de la Frontera 
Fuengirola. 5 January departing 
7.55am from bullring and 8pm 
Feria ground. 36€ 
One of Andalucia’s most dramati-
cally positioned villages, it balances 
on top a rocky limestone ridge. In-
cluded in the ticket price is trans-
port, a guided tour and lunch in a 
local restuarant. Fundación Lux 
Mundi Fuengirola.  C/Nueva 3. Tel: 
952474840 

Trip to Murcia 
Fuengirola. 13, 14, 15, 16 March de-
parting 6.55am from bullring and 
7am Feria ground.  
Full details contact Fundación Lux 
Mundi Fuengirola, C/Nueva 
3. Tel: 952474840 >

CULTURAL SNIPPETS

La Herradura 

Christmas events 

LA HERRADURA 
J. RHODES. Highlights of  La 
Herradura’s Christmas activi-
ties include a Christmas sweet-
making workshop today, Friday 
15 December, at 11am and again 
at 4pm in the civic centre. 

On Saturday 16 a Christmas 
concert will be given by the Bahía 
de la Herradura choir at the San 
José church at 7.30pm. 

Meanwhile, on 22 and 28 De-
cember, there is the opportunity 
to join in with traditional Christ-
mas songs, accompanied by the 
zambomba (a traditional Anda-
lusian musical instrument), and 
typical Christmas products will 
be on sale. 

The town’s live nativity play 
will be performed in Plaza de la 
Independencia on Saturday 23 
December at 8.30pm and on the 
same day in the civic centre, a 
musical adaptation of Disney’s 
Frozen will be performed. 

The royal post man will be col-
lecting letters for the Three Kings 
from the civic centre between 
5pm and 7pm where there will 
be a range of children’s activities 
and a New Year concert will take 
place on 4 January at 8pm at the 
civic centre. The Kings’ Day pro-
cession will take place on 5 Janu-
ary from 5pm.    

Porteña Tango, Nerja

María José Santiago, Malaga
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CHRISTMAS 
EVENTS 

Trip to Malaga Christmas 
lights 
 Estepona. 15 December.  12€ mem-
bers, 13€ guests. 
A trip to see Malaga’s Christmas 
lights. Tel: 951318234 to reserve a 
place or pop into the shop in Calle 
Zaragoza, Estepona during shop 
opening hours, Monday to Friday 
10.00 to 13.30. Payment will be 
needed by 9 December. 

RAFA Costa de Sol Christmas 
dinner and dance 
Mijas Costa. 15 December 7.30m. 
Hotel Tamisa Golf. 35€ 
The Royal Air Forces Association-
Costa del Sol branch is holding its 
annual Christmas dinner and 
dance. Dress smart, dinner jacket 
optional. Tickets from the hotel or 
tel: 952 567 412.   
www.rafacostadelsol.co.uk  

Age Concern dinner and dance 
Mijas Costa. 22 December 7.30m. 
Hotel Tamisa Golf. 30€ 
Canapes and drinks on arrival fol-
lowed by a four-course meal. Live 
ntertainment with singer Laura 
Elen. Transport to and from the ho-
tel 12€ per person with a mini-
mum of 40 booking the coach. 
Tickets from the Age Concern 
Charity shop in Los Boliches or the 
Hotel Tamisa Golf Reception. Tel: 
686289904 

Christmas at the Arboretum 
 Marbella 17 December, 11am-5pm. 
Finca El Trapiche. 
Arboretum Marbella are holding a 
Winter Fair with stalls selling 
Christmas gifts and organic pro-
duce, a kids zone, food and drink, 
activities, live music and an intro-
duction to their new project “Su-
erte de Tierra”. There will be music 
and dance and a theatre workshop. 

www.fundacionarboretum.org  

Festival of Nine Lessons 
 Malaga. 20 December, 7pm. St 
George’s Anglican Church, Ce-
menterio Inglés, Avd de Pries. 
A traditional Festival of Nine Les-
sons and Carols. Followed by 
mulled wine and mince pies and  
Christmas raffle.   

Christmas market 
 Gibraltar Until 23 December. Wed, 
Thurs noon until 8pm, Fri, Sat 
10am until 10pm. Line Wall Road. 
There will be craft stalls, 
entertainment, demonstrations, 
mulled wine, mince pies, face 
painting etc. 

Papá Noel Village 
 Torremolinos Until 4 January. Plaza 
Costa del Sol. 
The Father Christmas village will 
be open every day from 11am until 
2pm and 5pm until 9pm. Next to 
the village will be free children’s 
activities and workshops. The 

Christmas market in the Avda 
Palma de Mallorca is until 3 Janu-
ary 10am-4pm and 4.30pm-9pm. 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-
niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
You Were Never Really Here: 
16.15 
The Bookshop:  18.05Wonder: 
16.15 (Mon-Thurs). 
Paddington 2: 16.05 (Mon, Tues, 
Thurs).  
The Sense of an Ending:  20.10 
Anchor and Hope:  16.00  

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  

Coco: 17.00, 19.30 (Mon, Tues, 
Thurs) 
Murder on the Orient Express:  
18.30, 21.00 (Tues) 
Wonder: 18.00, 20.15, 22.30 
(Tues) 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi:  12.10, 
16.30, 19.30 (Weds, Thurs, Sat). 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi 3D:  
18.30, 21.00 (Mon, Tues, Thurs). 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Coco: 19.30, 22.15 (Mon, Tues, 
Thurs) 
Murder on the Orient Express:  
19.00, 21.20 (Tues) 
Wonder: 16.15 (Mon-Thurs). 
Paddington 2: 16.05 (Mon, Tues, 
Thurs).  
Suburbicon:  12.25 (every day). 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi:  12.30, 
16.30, 19.30, 22.30. 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi 3D:  
18.00, 21.00 (Mon, Tues, Thurs). 

Cines Teatro Goya  

For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
Paddington 2: 11.45 (Sun); 15.45, 
18.15 (Sat, Sun); 17.45 (Mon), 
17.50 (Tues-Thurs); 18.00.  
Murder on the Orient Express: 
19.50 (Mon); 20.00 (Tues, Thurs), 
20.30 (Fri-Sun); 22.00 (Wed).  
A Bad Mom’s Christmas : 19.45 
(Mon); 20.00 (Tues, Thurs); 20.30 
(Fri-Sun). 
Coco: 11.45 (Sun); 15.45 (Sat, 
Sun); 17.00 (Fri); 17.45 (Mon); 
18.00 Sat, Sun, Tues, Wed). 
Wonder: 17.45, 19.45 (Mon); 17.50 
(Fri-Sun, Tues-Thurs). 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi: 11.45, 
21.00 (Sun); 12.00, 17.00, 19.45 
(Fri); 16.00, 19.00 (Sat, Sun); 18.30 
Mon-Thurs), 20.00 (Wed); 21.30 
(Tues, Thurs); 22.00 (Fri-Sun, 
Wed).  

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Coco: 15.00 (Sat, Sun) 
Murder on the Orient Express:  
21.00 (every day) 
Wonder: 18.40 (every day). 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi:  00.00, 
16.30, 19.30, 22.30 (Fri), 12.15, 
16.30, 19.30, 22.30 (Sat), 12.15, 
15.45, 18.45, 21.45 (Sun), 15.45, 
18.45, 21.45 (Mon, Tues, Weds, 
Thurs). 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi 3D:  
00.00, 18.30, 21.30 (Fri), 12.30, 
15.30, 18.30, 21.30 (Sat, Sun), 
18.30, 21.30 (Mon, Tues, Weds, 
Thurs). 

Gay, lesbian and trans film week 
Centro Cultural Pablo Ruiz 
Picasso, Torremolinos.     
Weekend: 15 December, 7.30pm. 
Free. Weekend is a 2011 British 
romantic drama film directed by 
Andrew Haigh. It stars Tom Cullen 
and Chris New as two men who 
meet and begin a sexual 
relationship the week before one 
of them plans to leave the country. 

>

Papá Noel Village, Torremolinos

Christmas lights, Malaga

:: JENNIE RHODES 
MALAGA. While many towns 
and villages display nativity 
scenes in their town halls or other 
buildings (in Torre del Mar  there 
is one in the Azucarera building, 
complete with live goldfish, 
while in Cómpeta a local father 
and son take over a premises on 
the main square to mention just 
two) some places go a step fur-
ther and represent the story of 
Jesus’s birth as  a ‘Belén viviente’, 
or live nativity.   

Residents and or actors dress 

up and play the roles of Mary, Jo-
seph, the shepherds, the Three 
Wise Men, the Angel Gabriel and 
other characters to depict the 
Christmas story. Some even in-
clude a real baby as Jesus and 
most have live donkeys and other 
animals.  

La Herradura in Granada prov-
ince has a popular Belén Vivente 
every year. It takes place on Sat-
urday 23 December at 8.30pm in 
the Plaza de la Independencia. 

The Comares living nativity  
will take place this Sunday, 17 

December, starting at the Puerta 
de Málaga at the entrance to the 
town. It will start at 5pm and 
will be followed by a Christmas 
concert in the Encarnación 
church at 7.30pm. 

Almayate in Vélez-Málaga also 
has a long tradition of having a 
live nativity scene and it is rec-
ognised as being of unique cul-
tural importance by the Junta de 
Andalucía. It will take place on 
29 and 30 December at 6pm in 
the Juan Paniagua primary school 
in the village.

Live nativity scenes
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The race winner was  
found to have had an 
excessive level of an 
asthma drug in his urine 
during the final week 

:: DARYL FINCH 

MALAGA. Chris Froome is facing 
suspension from cycling after a rou-
tine drugs test during this year’s Vu-
elta a España revealed twice the al-
lowed level of asthma drug Salbu-
tamol in his urine. 

The Kenya-born Briton and four-
time Tour de France winner has suf-
fered from asthma since he was a child 
and was advised by his team doctor 
to increase his dosage when his symp-
toms flared up during the race. 

Froome was notified of the “ad-
verse analytical finding” on 20 Sep-
tember following tests on 7 Septem-
ber but the news only came to light 
on Wednesday after Team Sky is-

sued a statement following the pub-
lication of a joint investigation by 
the Guardian and Le Monde. 

The statement explained that 
Froome had “responded to a request 
for information from the UCI, the 

world governing body for cycling, 
about his use of medication for asthma 
during the 2017 Vuelta a España”. 

It went on to state that he had ex-
perienced “acute asthma symptoms” 
during the final week of the Vuelta 
and that Froome increased his dos-
age of Salbutamol “still within the 
permissible doses”. 

Froome himself welcomed the in-
vestigation, saying: “I take my lead-
ership position in my sport very se-
riously. The UCI is absolutely right 
to examine test results and, together 
with the team, I will provide what-
ever information it requires.” 

A significant ban 
If the test result is upheld, Froome 
could face a significant ban and would 
have to forfeit his Vuelta title under 
UCI rules. 

However, the cyclist tweeted 
thanks for the messages of support 
from fans and said: “I am confident 
that we will get to the bottom of this.”

British cyclist Chris Froome 
under investigation after 
failed drugs test during Vuelta

Froome, after finishing the final stage in Madrid this September. :: REUTERS

:: EFE 

Spain’s women’s handball team 
couldn’t upset the odds and crashed 
out of the Handball World Cup in 
Germany on Monday against hot 
favourites for the tournament, 
Norway. 

The “guerreras”, as they have 
come to be known, fell 23-31 and 
crashed out in the round of 16 to 
the reigning world and European 
champions despite showing the 
competitive spirit for which they 
have become known. 

The team, led by Carlos Viver, 
made a good account for them-
selves in the tournament with 
three wins in the group stage and 
a notable draw against France 
showing that the gap to the elite 
has been closed considerably in re-
cent years. 

However, it was a lack of expe-
rience which seemed to cost them 
against Norway with the oppo-
nents taking an early lead. “We 
had to be more composed,” admit-
ted Viver.

Spain’s Handball World Cup 
dreams brought to an end 
by the formidable Norway

Carmen Martín after the final whistle. :: EFE / FILIP SINGER

On the podium. :: AFP
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MALAGA

0
R. SOCIEDAD

Goals:  0-1 Borja Bastón (23’) [pen.]; 
0-2 Chory Castro (58’).  

Referee: Carlos del Cerro.  

Venue: Anoeta (16,834 spectators).

STATISTICS

LLEAGUE TABLE

TEAM                                                               PT.         P                   W          D            L                  GF        GA 
Barcelona              39    15        12      3      0        38      7 
Valencia                 34    15        10      4      1        35    14 
At. Madrid             33    15           9      6      0        24      7 
Real Madrid          31    15           9      4      2        30    11 
Sevilla                     28    15           9      1      5        19    19 
Villarreal                21    15           6      3      6        22    20 
Getafe                     20    15           5      5      5        20    15 
Leganés                  20    15           6      2      7        12    14 
Girona                     20    15           5      5      5        19    22 
Real Sociedad      19    15           5      4      6        28    28 
Celta                        18    15           5      3      7        27    23 
Betis                        18    15           5      3      7        23    29 
Eibar                        18    15           5      3      7        16    27 
Athletic                  17    15           4      5      6        16    19 
Levante                  16    15           3      7      5        15    22 
Espanyol                16    15           4      4      7        11    19 
Deportivo              15    15           4      3      8        18    27 
Alavés                     12    15           4      0    11        12    24 
MALAGA               11    15           3      2    10        13    28 
Las Palmas            10    15           3      1    11        11    34
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   MATCHDAY    15
Results

Fixtures

1.  
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20.  

MALAGA. After eight agonising 
months on the road with just a sin-
gle point from 12 away games, 
Malaga finally picked up a win at 
what is proving to be a lucky 
ground for them with a 2-0 victory 
at Anoeta. 

Despite terrible luck with offi-
cials over recent months, it was 
the referee who was key to Sun-
day’s victory over a Real Sociedad 

side which has hit a rut after a 
promising start to the campaign. 

As early as the sixth minute, the 
Basque side’s recent fortunes were 
typified by Mikel Oyarzabal who 
missed a glorious opportunity to 
give his side the lead after Adnan 
Januzaj hung up a cross to the back 
post only for the unmarked winger 
to get his header completely 
wrong. 

At the other end, Íñigo Martínez 
also got his wires all crossed - this 
time to devastating effect. The de-
fender was disposessed by Keko 
just outside the area and the winger 
fed Borja Bastón, starting in the 
place of the injured Diego Rolán, 
who was felled by a clumsy chal-
lenge from keeper Gerónimo Rulli. 

The same men came face-to-face 
for the penalty and Bastón got the 
better of the stopper once again 
who dived the wrong way. 

With their advantage, Malaga 
allowed the hosts to continue their 
domination of the ball, sitting deep 
in two banks of four. This invited 

Sociedad to attempt shots from 
outside the box with both Xabi 
Prieto and Willian José dragging 
their efforts wide. 

The latter came a lot closer in 
the second half when he teed him-
self up just outside the six-yard 
box from the former’s header; the 
effort clipped the post on the way 
out for a goalkick. 

Adalberto Peñaranda became 
Malaga’s latest injury casualty in 
the 53rd minute when he came off 
worst from a robust challenge from 
Alberto de la Bella. The Venezue-
lan had to be stretchered off and 
will be a doubt for the Andalusian 
derby at La Rosaleda next Monday 
against Real Betis. 

His replacement Youssef En-Ne-
syri was thrust straight into the 
action and brought about the sec-
ond penalty of the game as Willian 
José handled the ball under his 
challenge. 

There were several battles 
within the war on Sunday with 
Diego Llorente and Juanpi hosting 
their former employers but it was 
former Sociedad man Chory Cas-
tro, wearing orange on the day, 
who would make the most telling 
contribution. He was right on the 
spot to follow up when Rulli 
guessed right this time from 
Bastón, to bag Malaga’s second and 
the game’s decisive goal. 

The winger didn’t celebrate on 
his old stomping ground, but his 
goal could be vital in Malaga’s search 
for survival with the gap to 16th 
place now closed to just four points.

The Malaga  
players surround  
Chory Castro  
who bagged  
their side’s  
second goal. 
:: AGENCIA LOF

BALL POSSESSION

33%67%

R. SOCIEDAD MALAGA

Goals 
Total shots  

On target 
Off target 
Corners 
Offsides 

Fouls committed  
Yellow cards 

Red cards

0 

15 

3 

12 

5 

6 

10 

1 

0

2 

10 

8 

2 

0 

2 

12 

1 

0

LINE-UPS

Valencia - Celta 2-1 
Villarreal - Barcelona 0-2 
Deportivo - Leganés 1-0 
Real Madrid - Sevilla 5-0 
Levante - Athletic 1-2 
Real Sociedad - MALAGA 0-2 
Betis - At. Madrid 0-1 
Alavés - Las Palmas 2-0 
Getafe - Eibar 0-0 
Espanyol - Girona  0-1

Celta - Villarreal 
Barcelona - Deportivo 
Leganés - Real Madrid 
Sevilla - Levante 
Athletic - Real Sociedad 
MALAGA - Betis 
At. Madrid - Alavés 
Las Palmas - Espanyol 
Girona - Getafe 
Eibar - Valencia

MALAGA-REAL BETIS 
MONDAY 9PM

Januzaj 
(Juanmi, 65’)

Willian José 
(Bautista, 73’)

Oyarzabal

Xabi Prieto

Illarramendi

Íñigo Martínez

Llorente

De la Bella

Zurutuza 
(Zubeldia, 46’)

Rosales

Baysse

González

Keko 
(Ontiveros, 78’)

Recio

Adrián

Peñaranda 
(En-Nesyri, 53’)

Borja Bastón 
(Mula, 86’)

Chory

Rulli

4-3-3 4-4-2

Roberto

Unused substitutes:  Ramírez (GK), Carlos 
Martínez, Canales, Raúl Navas.         

Unused substitutes:  Prieto (GK), Rolón, 
Miquel, Juanpi.

Odriozola

An unexpected 
boost  far   
from home

Malaga’s push for safety 
is back on after recording 
their first win on the road 
since beating Granada 
eight months ago

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

Hernández
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tered its plans and now expects to 
sign a second central midfielder. 
With summer signing Emanuel 
Cecchini told to find a new club 
and doubts persisting over Este-
ban Rolón, Recio and Adrián are 
the only reliable options currently 
available to Míchel with injury 
problems dogging Zdravko Kuz-
manovic. 

It is hoped that this second mid-
fielder will be equally adept at play-
ing as a ‘6’ as an ‘8’ and can give 
creative freedom to both Recio and 
Adrián further up the pitch. 

More versatility in the market 
With last week’s signing of de-
fender Ignasi Miquel, who was on 
the bench for the match at Anoeta 
on Sunday but not officially un-
veiled until Monday, Malaga have 
already strengthened the positions 
in most desperate need. 

However, with Miquel’s trans-
fer costing a mere 90,000 euros, 
the club have more room for ma-
noeuvre in the transfer market 
than expected - thus able to afford 
this second midfielder. 

But with the revenue generated 
from the possible sales of Cecchini, 
Cenk Gonen, Cifu and possibly 
Jony (over whom a decision hasn’t 
yet been made), another forward 
could yet be on the radar. 

However, with Diego Rolán and 
Adalberto Peñaranda set to return 
from injury in the coming weeks, 
this is a low priority.

Iturra after scoring against Barcelona in his first spell at the club. :: REUTERS

The initial plan was to 
sign one holding man, 
but with doubts over 
Esteban Rolón, the club 
hopes to sign two 
midfielders in January  

:: SERGIO CORTÉS 

MALAGA. After leaving in search 
of pastures new more than four 
years ago, Manuel Iturra, a key com-
ponent of the Malaga side which 
reached the quarterfinals of the 
Champions League in 2013, is re-
turning to La Rosaleda. Now 33, 
Iturra, is due in the city to sign a 
contract until the summer of 2019. 

The holding midfielder is a free 
agent after his contract with Mexi-
can side Necaxa, for whom he was an 
automatic starter, came to end. 

Head coach Míchel wants the 
player in as soon as possible so that 
he can get up to speed over the 
winter break and be ready for 
Malaga’s decisive run of games in 
the new year when they take on 
fellow relegation battlers Espanyol, 
Getafe, Eibar and Girona. 

Further reinforcements 
Iturra won’t be the only new re-
cruit in January after the club al-

Iturra’s January return is secured, 
but another midfielder could follow

Miquel on Monday. :: EFE

I
f the gauge of what is the best 
league in Europe is who suc-
ceeds in the Champions 
League, we may have a prob-

lem convincing the unconverted 
that La Liga continues to rule. 

It’s an argument that is open to 
personal opinion, a little like the 
Messi/Ronaldo debate. 

I’ve always maintained that the 
English Premier League is the best 
marketed and certainly the most 
organised while the best players on 
the planet dine at the top table of 
Spanish football. 

Messi and Ronaldo 
take in turns to be 
crowned King of 
the Game; An-
toine Griez-
mann was the 
top scorer at 
the Euros.  It 
has long been 
a showcase for 
the world’s 
best. 

The detractors 
claim Spain is un-
competitive; the 
counter claim is that the 
teams from the rest of the conti-
nent don’t compete as well in the 
European competitions. 

Oddly, the traditional arguments 
are about to be turned upside down. 
Manchester City are so far ahead of 
the rest of the Premier League, it 
blows the ‘competitiveness’ argu-
ment out of the water. At the time 
of writing they are eleven points 
above second and an incredible 18 
points ahead of fourth place. In 
Spain, Barcelona’s advantage is a 
more closable five points and they 
sit only eight points above fourth-
placed Real Madrid who nobody be-
lieves are spent just yet. 

So stick those statistics in your 
pipe and smoke it! 

The problem is the ‘Spanish teams 
excel in Europe’ argument. The draw 
for the knockout stages means that 
there is a very strong possibility that 

no Liga teams will advance to the 
last eight of the Champions League. 
Neymar decided that it wasn’t the 
ultimate league to perform in any 
longer and headed to Paris who are 
now regarded as a frightening force. 
Real Madrid will not be looking for-
ward to the match-up. 

A pairing with Chelsea is not 
what Barcelona would have wished 
for. At this rate, come February An-
tonio Conte may only be concen-
trating on the Champions League 
and he can afford to condition his 

team for the double header 
with the Catalans.  

It may be down 
to Sevilla, cur-

rently La Liga’s 
fifth-placed 
team, to 
spring an up-
set by beat-
ing Man-
c h e s t e r  

United, the 
P r e m i e r  

League’s second-
ranking club. 

As the argu-
ment about competitive-

ness has been reversed, so has the 
claim to the best collective of play-
ers.  Messi is still at the peak of his 
powers and Ronaldo is smashing 
Europe but it could be contended 
that the next generation of super-
stars reside in the Premier League. 
The pups of Pep Guardiola at City, 
Liverpool’s front four and of course 
Harry Kane. 

The key is getting the superstars 
fit.  There’s a rumble that Ousmane 
Dembélé could be ready in time for 
El Clásico. He can truly take Barce-
lona up a notch. 

Gareth Bale has been an enigma 
for far too long and if his body al-
lows and he can unleash his pow-
ers, then Real Madrid can make a 
charge for La Liga and a case for 
hanging onto their European title. 

So, my Spanish amigos, you have 
two months to get your act together!

ROB PALMER 
COMMENTATOR, SKY SPORTS 

 
PUTTING THE CAT 

AMONG THE PIGEONS 

The usual arguments in the La Liga-Premier League 
debate have been turned on their head this season

p table of 

aldo 
o be 

g of 
An-
ez-

the 
r at 
.  It 
een 

for 
ld’s 

tors 
un-

at the 
f the conti-

th

and he c
team f

with
It
to S

ren
fift
tea
spri
set
ing
c h

Un
P r

Leag
ran

ment 
ness has bee
claim

Ousmane Dembélé could 
be back for El Clásico. :: EFE



December 15th to 21st 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

55 SPORT

UCAM’s Dani Góngora trips up Corpas. :: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ

:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. A last-gasp  goal con-
demned Marbella to a 2-1 defeat 
against promotion rivals UCAM 
Murcia at the Municipal stadium 
on Sunday. 

The Costa team had dominated 
the game but the visitors ulti-
mately proved more effective in 
front of goal and enjoyed the rub 
of the green more than once from 
the referee. 

Though neither side was happy 
with the officiating, Marbella were 
punished unduly: denied a clear 
penalty in the 15th minute when 
Fran Pérez took down Chus Hevia 
and also had a legal goal from Cor-
pas chalked off.  

The first half was punctuated by 
breaks in play but Marbella were by 
far the most purposeful in their play.  

UCAM, however, came out 
stronger after the break and in the 

50th minute, Jony scored a headed 
goal after a neat move. 

However, less than a minute 
later, Marbella were level courtesy 
of a strike from Ferrón on his left 
foot. 

Marbella, though, couldn’t get 
a second with Ferrón, Corpas, and 
Añón all guilty of passing up clear 
chances. 

With stoppage time approach-
ing, Lolo Pavón was sent off after 
receiving his second yellow card, 
to the dismay of fans who consid-
ered both fouls to be soft.  

The team from Murcia, at this 
stage without their manager who 
also received his marching orders 
for protesting, took full advantage 
of the space created by Lolo’s ab-
sence to net the winner through 
Jony.  

“This was one of our best 
matches of the season, but the lack 
of cutting edge is what cost us,” 
Marbella coach Fernando Estévez 
remarked following the game. 

The defeat leaves the Blanquil-
los in third place, level on points 
with Sunday’s rivals who are in 
fourth place, three behind leaders, 
Cartagena. Marbella’s next game 
is against Villanovense this Sun-
day at 5pm at the Estadio Romero 
Cuerda. 

Lack of cutting edge 
costs Marbella in  
top-of-table clash

A last-minute goal 
sentenced the hosts to 
defeat in a game marred 
by poor refereeing 
decisions

MMARBELLA  1   UCAM MURCIA  2

Runners passing the big wheel in the port. :: Ñ. S. Kiprop, crossing the finish line. :: Á. CABRERA

The emblematic Calle Larios formed part of the route. :: Ñ. SALAS

With blue skies  
and a healthy 
turnout, last year’s 
wash-out was 
quickly forgotten

A Kenyan double on the return 
of the Malaga marathon

ZURICH MARATÓN MÁLAGA IN PHOTOS

:: FERNANDO MORGADO 

MALAGA. With the disap-
pointment of last year’s event 
still fresh in the mind, condi-
tions couldn’t have been any 
better for the Zurich Maratón 
Málaga which took place on 
Sunday. 

The marathon, whose route 
took in all of the city’s major 
sites, brought together a total 
of 45 different nationalities and 
on this occasion it was the Ken-
yan athletes who stole the lime-
light with Mike Kiprop and 
Nancy Coech completing a dou-
ble in the men’s and women’s 
categories, respectively. 

Kiprop, who recorded a time 
of 2 h 13:12, came within just 
two seconds of the record set by 
his compatriot John Kipkorir in 
2014, while Coech, with a time 
of 2 h31:55, broke the previous 
Malaga marathon record by 
more than six minutes.
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Please be advised that it 
may not be possible for 
your internet or email 
address to be printed on 
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that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address contin-
ues on the line below
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Costa: 3 bed pent-
house, panoramic sea views, garage, 
pool, close to beach 315.000 Euros. 
626864683 

Estepona 

www.esteponaduplex.com No 
agents please 

SEA-FRONT townhouse for sale 
with 500m2 plot in Estepona. 
646542795 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile) 
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088 

Mijas 

MIJAS Costa. Detached character 
villa, on one level, 8,000m2 plot, 
4 double bedrooms, 3 baths, large 
kitchen diner, large sitting room, 
under floor heating, A/C, alarm, 
swimming pool, tennis court, elec-
tric gates. 6 car garage + office. 
A very pretty villa with great 
views, 10 mins. beach. Ready to 
move in. 595,000 Eur. for quick 
sale. 662561773/ 952590297  

EL COTO: 3 bed apartment, close 
to everything. 99.000 Euros. 
626864683 

Commercial 
Properties 

CENTRAL Torremolinos: Local, 
75m2. 250,000 Euros. 629555815 

100M LOCAL for sale in centre of 
La Cala de Mijas. 646542795 

Property Wanted 

costabargains.com Competitively 
priced properties wanted for cash 
buyers  

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

FIRST Line on the beach. 2 bed-
rooms. Terrace with front sea views. 
Pool. Electricity and water included 
in the price. 720. 692338661  

SPACIOUS 3 bedrooms Town house 
near Bonanza Square. 2 bathrooms. 
1 Place of garage. Porch with direct 
access to the pool. Only a few house 
in the complex. 850. 692338661  

FANTASTIC apartment first line on 
the beach. 2 bedrooms. Spacious 
sunny terrace with front sea views. 
Near Supercor and Sunset Beach Ho-
tel. Garage. Pool. 750. 692338661  

NEAR Lidl Supermarket. Nice cozy 
1 bedrooms apartment. Terrace. 
Nice new bathroom. Garage. Pool. 
550. 692338661 

VARIOUS rental properties avail-
able, longterm. Benalmádena - Mar-
bella. Whatsapp 00447955405153 

ARROYO de la Mie. Apartment 2 
bedrooms, see view, 10 minuts walk 
to the beach. Bononza Complex. 
From January to May 2017.Will 600 
074189 

Estepona 

SABINILLAS brand new penthouse, 
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 large 
terraces, fully furnish, WIFI, ga-
rage, 650 euros long term. 
634596946 

Fuengirola 

PUEBLOLÓPEZ large 2 bed house. 
Parking. Large patio. Air con, SAT 
TV. Long term. 1,400 euros. Refer-
ences 670700852 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

ALHAURIN Torre-Grande longterm 
rentals available including 5 bed-
room, 3 bathroom villa with pool, 
1,000 euros. Julia 629487762 

COIN center, modern 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, 490 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, countryhouse, 3 bedrooms, 
terraces.550 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, beautiful country villa, 3 bed-
rooms, garden, pool, 780 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, best location, bar/restaurant, 
terraces, parking..500 
euros/month.679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

DUPLEX two bedroom property 
available to rent from 1/12/2017 
to 31 /03 /2018 . 5 mins from beach 
in Elviria , 500 pm. Ph 00353 
860589825 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo central. 2 bedroom 
apartment 550 euros. 1 bedroom 
400 euros. 650192127 

Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 

SAVE euros. Super equipped shared 
office space in Marbella. No deposit 
or long term commitments. Try for 
free call 951127300 or email mar-
bellateam@ourspace.work 

CALAHONDA El Zoco, small office, 
Air con. Rent 275 pcm. 619113888 

40M LOCAL to let with terrace and 
garden, in Riviera del Sol. 
646542795 

IRISH couple with long term ex-
perience of the Marbella area, 
would like to rent an apartment 
in the Puerto Banus area from 
01/11/2018 until 31/05/2019 on 
an annual basis. The apartment 
would preferable be: a penthouse, 
minimum 1 bedroom with sea 
views, car parking space, high 
quality WIFI. We can view Novem-
ber/ December 2017. Please re-
ply to atrac-
tashalvey22@gmail.com 

Property Wanted 
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SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs and renovations. 
Professional and reliable service. All 
areas info@perfectpools.es. 
650348785 

SWIMMING pool heating. Pool cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
Pool tiling and lighting. Jacuzzi and 
hot tubs. 21 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. 952663141/ 
670409759. info@enviroca-
respain.com www.enviroca-
respain.com 

House / Flat Share 

ACCOMMODATION 

NUEVA Andalucia. Large room to 
rent with balcony. Includes bills. 
Walking distance P.Banus. 
633704994 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

90 EUROS/MONTH Marbella to 
Malaga. Garden maintenance and 
more. 22 years on Coast. 951088851 

FOR ALL your garden & pool needs. 
Marbella. WhatsApp 627698051 

GARDEN and pool maintenance. 
Private villas and communities. Pro-
fessional, reliable service. 
602424974 

SERVICES 

Alarms 

ALL TYPES video security cameras 
infrared detectors José Sotto 
952443838, 670443838 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

MAINTENANCE man, small repairs, 
shelfs, locks, taps, window secu-
rity... 603257612 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

BUILDER is looking for job. 
Whatsapp 671801005.See on face-
book: reform costa del sol  

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 952917930/635913885 

ALL BUILDING works, reforms, ex-
tensions, renovations. Bathrooms 
and kitchens. Windows and doors. 
Full project management. 21 years 
on the Coast. 952663141/ 
670409759. info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

MAINTENANCE man (El Faro based). 
Small repairs, inc. brickwork, ren-
dering, pointing, painting, roofing, 
blocked drains. Many years experi-
ence. Steve or Greta 951311251 
greta@electronbox.net 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY ELECTRICIANS. 
Experts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

POWER failure rewiring fault de-
tector José Sotto 952443838, 
670443838 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English profes-
sional, reliable painting & decorat-
ing company. Furniture spraying. 
Building service available. Free quo-
tations. Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

ANGLO Spanish painters and deco-
rators, professional outstanding re-
sults. La Cala to afar. Dominic and 
compañeros. 698582775  

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

DECORATING, painting, wallpaper-
ing, walls repaired, skimmed, etc. 
Free estimates. 634355214 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

CARPENTER. Doors, wardrobes, 
rotten wood repaired, own work-
shop, 12 yr. Marbella. 666269751 

Gates 

DRIVEWAY Gates and Automation, 
Garage Doors and Electric Motors, 
Video/ Audio Intercoms. Installa-
tions and Repairs. For free profes-
sional advice or estimates call Co-
lin on 636394641/ 951242873 or 
email info@expertgates.com 
www.expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 35 years expe-
rience 

Kitchens 

KITCHEN and bathrooms. Quality 
guaranteed. 21 years on the Coast. 
Projects fully managed. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Bathrooms 

QUALITY bathrooms. Full design. 
Renovations. Quality guaranteed. 
21 years on the Coast. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

Upholstery 

CARPETS, sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 7 days. 10,00-22,00. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding marble. Clean, 
seal aterraces. 25 years experi-
ence. Cover all Costa. Tel: 0034-
671244683 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10,00-
22,00, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10% call to-
day 952 667 559 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

SECURITY of Spain. 24 hour lock-
smiths. 30 years experience. Call 
Daren. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

SOL SISTEMAS solar energy: Hot 
water. Electricity. Plumbing. Un-
derfloor heating. Swimming pool 
heating, and Air Conditioning. Call 
618622272 www.solsistemas.es 

GAS FIRES Wood burning stoves. 
Airconditioning heating. Bathroom/ 
kitchen heaters. Heated towel rails. 
Solar heating. Instant gas heating 
systems. Central heating systems. 
All work fully guaranteed. All areas 
covered. 21 years on the Coast. 
952663141/ 670409759 www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

AIR CONDITIONING fully installed 
from 575 Euros. Repairs and serv-
icing. Martin. 650067389 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted for 80 Euros. Coin meters 
supplied and fitted from 260 
Euros. For other energy-saving 
products visit www.cooland-
cosy.es. 952935513. Junta de An-
dalucía authorised. Approved pro-
fessional service for your peace 
of mind 

AIRCONDITIONING Installations/ 
Repairs/ Servicing. Professional in-
stallations. Quality airconditioning 
units. Economical in consumption. 
21 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. 952663141/ 670409759 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 

Cleaning Services 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 
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RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 

including leather cleaned on site. 

685524921 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable, Affordable. Tel: 
629769136 www.windowcleaning-
donjose.com 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, uphol-
stery, soft furnishings indoor/ out-
door. Made to measure rails/ poles 
and foam to order. Sensible prices.Re-
pairs / alterations. Call 672800887 
judeinspain@hotmail.com  

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

LAWYER: Arroyo Miel/ Malaga. 
Legal advice conveyancing, wills, 
inheritances, contracts, divorces, 
criminal defense, any litigation, 
www.abogadoenlared.co.uk/ 
george@abogadoenlared.co.uk  
952964591  

PRIVATE investigator, debt collec-
tion. Discreet and professional. 
697834934 

PRIVATE investigator, debt collec-
tion. Discreet and professional. 
697834934  

ANTHONY Penna, Partner of Pea-
cock & Co London Solicitors who has 
an apartment and office in Marbella 
available regularly there for advice 
on UK legal matters, particularly 
Wills, inheritance tax planning, last-
ing Powers of Attorney and prop-
erty and mortgages generally. Also 
closely linked to English speaking 
Spanish lawyers for joint country 
advice. Tel: 0044783180944. Email: 
anthony@peacock-law.co.uk

Insurance 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Architects 
PJ ARCHITECTS We design your 
plans for refurbishments,exten-
sions.We also do 3D visualization 
and administrative formalities.UK 
experience.Get in touch with us to 
get a quote.654 712 845. www.pjar-
chitects.es  

Accountants 

ACCOUNTANTS. English and Span-
ish Accountants for all accounting/ 
bookkeeping jobs. Tax and company 
formation. Professional, reliable, 
confidential. Tel: 952440773 

REGISTRATION of holiday proper-
ties, company formations, business 
start-ups, bookkeeping, taxation 
and translations. Malcolm Green-
wood. 699780389 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

Loans 

PAWNBROKERS. LICENSED SINCE 
1983. WE BUY! WE PAY MORE! WE 
PAY CASH! ALL TYPES OF 
WATCHES, JEWELLERY, DIA-
MONDS. ANY CONDITION! AN-
THONYS ANTIQUES, SEE MAIN 
ADVERT. WE BUY MORE, WE PAY 
MORE, WE PAY CASH. ANTHONY¿S 
ANTIQUES, C/ RAMON Y CAJAL, 
40, FUENGIROLA. PLEASE EMAIL 
diamonds@anthonys-dia-
monds.com OR CALL TEL. 
952588795-609529633 

Investments 

EARN upto 17.5% per annum from 
our premium UK asset backed in-
come opportunities. For informa-
tion visit www.mstinvestments. Call 
951204139 

Jam68jam68@hotmail.com for 
Sale 1 bedroom apartment furnished 
in luxury Benalmadena resort. Free-
hold.149.000 includes tourist rental 
license. possibility entering rent 
1000. 691912609 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

Business 
Opportunities 

SAN PEDRO.  Restaurant Coffe-Bar. 
Very bussy commercial street to 
lease, 696178281 

ENGLISH academy. Annual net in-
come 70,000 euros. Full support. 
Sell 49,900 euros. Pringle vending 
machine route. Annual net cash in-
come 15,000euros. Sell 19,900 
euros. 697834934 

SALE due to retirement: Commer-
cial premises in Calahonda, 100m , 
125.000 Euros. Possibility of pay-
ing in several years. Tel. 606191939 

buyabusinessinspain.com Busi-
nesses for sale: Bars, Cafes, Restau-
rants, Hotels  

CALYPSO Complex: Between Cala-
honda and Riviera. Recently refur-
bished bar without transfer fee. 
40m2 terrace made in wood, very 
nice, kitchen with smoke-release 
and license. 800 Euros month + 2 
months deposit + half month com-
mission. 660697771 

BUSINESS Development opportu-
nity. 5 storey block for sale in Crete, 
19 s/c apartments + 4/5 commer-
cials, suitable for large retail/ Bou-
tique Hotel, 2nd line Marina/ beach 
Aghios Nikolas. Possibility of Euros 
grants. Pictorials on request. 4.2 
million Euros negotiable. Email: 
jake.engl@hotmail.co.uk 

I HAVE a new concept and a new be-
ginning for a business entrepreneur 
or couple. It is based around selling, 
but it is a no Brainer. You can retail 
to the public on a flea market 21 
euros, Builders to Solicitors 720 
euros or high end National retail and 
business's 93,000 euros . The com-
pany is still under wraps and will be 
launched in the new year, but I will 
sponsor most good marketing and 
promotional ideas now. This oppor-
tunity can be taken worldwide in 
any language. Huge profits and I'm 
great to work with . Age irrelevant. 
Please send C V too realpro-
spect2@gmail.com 

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 
MAN & VAN Small removals, clear-
ances. 100% reliable. Ikea collec-
tion/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  

MALAGA to Manchester every 2 
weeks. Part/ full loads. Dogs 250, 
cats 200. We can help you sell your 
Spanish/ Uk car or any other items. 
micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655.  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/ hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Este-
pona. David 696810618 

MAN WITH van 20 Euros/ hour. Also 
house clearance. Ikea runs. 
609321958 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

HIRE SERVICES 
MOBILITY Scooters, electric wheel-
chairs and wheelchairs for sale or 
rent. Same day delivery! Scooters 
also bought for cash!! New batter-
ies supplied & fitted. 609581139. 
www.mobiltyscootersdi-
rectspain.com  

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 
removals. Steve 722306194 

LA GUARDILLA. Buy/ sell items. 
New furniture. Second hand. C/ Rio 
Agua 19 Mijas Costa 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

LADIES white gold bracelet, un-
usual, exquisite, beautiful hand fin-
ished. 375 Euros. 602010019 

POND equipment, complete. 2 sub-
mersible pumps, 3 filters, water lil-
ies. 80 Euros. 952440492 

HIGH quality wood kids garden 
climbing frame with slide, rope lad-
der, climbing wall and integrated 
playhouse. Approx. 2m x 2m x 3.8m. 
Can supply photos. Will require dis-
mantling and collection . 450 
eurosTel: 607 501 897 

Antiques 

WANTED! ALL TYPES OF AN-
TIQUES, PAINTINGS, JEWELLERY, 
WATCHES, SILVER AND GOLF. 
MEDALS, JADE, CHINESE ITEMS 
AND THE UNUSUAL ANY CONDI-
TION AND IMMEDIATE CASH SET-
TLEMENT. SEE MAIN ADVERT. WE 
BUY MORE, WE PAY MORE, WE 
PAY CASH. ANTHONY'S AN-
TIQUES, C/ RAMON Y CAJAL, 40, 
FUENGIROLA. PLEASE EMAIL dia-
monds@anthonys-dia-
monds.com OR CALL TEL. 
952588795-609529633 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 
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CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

www.motorcadespain.com For 
one owner Spanish cars at U.K. 
prices 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CLASSIC Cars Restoration ¿ 30 years' 
experience in simple repairs and up-
grades to ¿ground up¿ restoration, 
bodywork, upholstery etc. Classic 
Cars Marbella. www.classiccarsmar-
bella.com Tel. 697980431 

Car / Van Hire 

CHEAP long term car hire. Low de-
posit, no hidden extras. All inclu-
sive from 250 Euros per month. Mini-
mum rental 1 month. 666135610 

Repairs 

CAR KEYS lost or need spare? Keys 
cut & paired with car, car opening, 
car key & remotes. Specialist. Ray 
679831166 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

Breakdown Recovery 
THSL Transport. Cars and Motor-
bikes to and from UK. Based in Nerja. 
Accidented, non runners , proyects. 
Door to door service. Fully insured. 
658997152 

Paperwork 

CARAVANS 

Camping 

CARAVAN site wanted with elec/wa-
ter in Coin/Cartama area. 
606756385 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

INTERNATIONAL Skipper license: 
Course held in English, and starts 
soon. RYA VHF and Radar Courses. 
636444929  

PUERTO Banus 8M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

DYNAMIC girl. All certificates 3000T 
looks for nautical related 
job.616969496 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain is a unique Busi-
ness Development, Marketing & Re-
cruitment agency that helps busi-
nesses to grow by supplying qual-
ity staff, intelligent marketing and 
sales generation. Talented staff 
wanted for all types of jobs.Call 
951400234 www.jobfinder-
spain.com  

QUALITY staff? Need great people 
or looking for work? Jobfinder Spain 
can help efficiently and cost effec-
tively. Call 951400234 or visit 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

RIVIERA relax villa requires sexy & 
outgoing women. Lots of work. 
611237884 

ACADEMY requires native English 
teacher. Nueva Andalucía. 
952818092/ 616681031 mundi-
lenguas@hotmail.com 

REAL ESTATE Agency located in Mi-
jas Costa and operative on the en-
tire Coast is looking for experienced 
sales agents and telemarketers. The 
candidates must speak English flu-
ently and preferably one of the fol-
lowing languages: French, German, 
Nordic. Salary + high commission 
scheme for the right candidate. 
Please send CV info@buenavista-
homes.eu and/or call 951484500 

jobsinspain.net Talented English 
speaking staff wanted for jobs on 
the Costa 

WORK from home, earn extra in-
come. Call: 684317074 (whatsapp) 
laila.hl24fitness@gmail.com 

LOOKING FOR AN ENGLISH 
TEACHER FOR FUENGIROLA. ALL 
LEVELS QUALIFIED. SEND CVS TO 
lynnefuengirola@gmail.com 

ENGLISH teacher required for Mar-
bella school. Must be qualified and 
have experience with young learn-
ers and Cambridge exams. CV to 
marbellasschool@gmail.com. 
696545267 

FFA ARE looking for experienced 
mortgage consultants / IFA's who 
speak more than one language flu-
ently to join our current team of ad-
visers. (We need Scandinavian / Ger-
man / English) The ideal person 
would have at least 5 years previ-
ous banking experience in the mort-
gage industry and currently live and 
work in the Marbella area. We have 
specific requirements so if you con-
tact melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com and aren't what we are 
looking for you may not receive a 
reply. Apologies in advance. There 
are two places to fill at this stage 
and likely start date would be early 
2018 

English teacher required for busy 
language school in Marbella. Part 
time position. Must have TEFL quali-
fication and experience with chil-
dren, adults and Cambridge exams. 
Please send cv and covering letter 
to cv@thelanguagehouse.es 

DOCTOR (of cosmetics or GP) and 
Dentist required for a well estab-
lished Clinic in Calahonda. Call 
952934857 

FILIPINOSUR Agency. Offers trusted 
filipino workers for domestic serv-
ices and cleaning company. 
663612830/ 952008431 

ONLY the very best sales profes-
sionals need apply to join our ex-
panding and more importantly out-
standing team in Marbella. Signa-
ture Capital is part of theSignature 
Group a developer, owner and op-
erator of hotels, residential units 
and commercial property with ex-
citing, aspirational plans for expo-
nential growth in 2018. Signature 
is unique in the UK property market 
with huge brand statue, credibility 
and financial strength all of which 
will be at the heart of your pitch. Be 
very clear you'll be working directly 
for the developer and as such you'll 
be a brand ambassador expected 
touphold our values and ideals at all 
times. To hire the best we pay the 
best. Five figure earnings per month 
are common place among our tal-
ented team, have you got what it 
takes to join them? Send your C V 
today to careers@signaturecapi-
tal.co.uk 

WE ARE looking for an experienced 

Housekeeping Supervisor. All appli-

cants must be able to read, write 

and speak English and Spanish flu-

ently. Send CV elena@nordicamar-

bella.com 

BOUWERSGIDS.BE zoekt Belgische 

en Nederlandse televerkopers om 

ons product te promoten. Hoge ver-

diensten en wekelijkse betalingen. 

Info: 685855297 www.bouwers-

gids.be of info@bouwersgids.be 

TELESALES: We are looking for 
homebased telesales people to join 
our team. Sales experience essen-
tial, native English speakers only. 
OTE earnings 1,500 Euros per month. 
One month training period at our 
Fuengirola office. For full job spec, 
send CV to cv@rmt-group.com or 
call 951203002. Start date 11th 
Jan 2018 

TELESALES: We are looking for 
homebased telesales people to join 
our team. Sales experience essen-
tial, native English speakers only. 
OTE earnings 1,500 Euros per month. 
One month training period at our 
Fuengirola office. For full job spec, 
send CV to cv@rmt-group.com or 
call 951203002. Start date 11th 
Jan 2018 

MASSAGE THERAPISTS for New 
Day Spa in Center of Marbella. Train-
ing available on Spa.Treatments. Bi-
lingual necessary with previous ex-
pierence help ful. Call 669046151 

NEDERLANDSTALIGE auto-aan-
koper gezocht aan de costa (voor 
Belgische oldtimerhandelaar), ba-
siskennis en/of interesse auto¿s 
noodzakelijk, mooie langdurige 
bijverdienste, geen investering vere-
ist, wim@euro-automotive.be 

CONSULAR Contact Centre - Con-
sular Contact Centre Assistant 
(ESP592). British Consulate in 
Malaga. The Consular Contact Cen-
tre is the front line for over half of 
the world¿s British consulates. Our 
team in Malaga is looking for a Con-
tact Centre Assistant. The main aim 
is to reduce the number of calls to 
our frontline posts, only escalating 
serious assistance casework, such 
as death, detention or hospitalisa-
tion of a BN; handlers will need to 
make judgment calls on action re-
quired. Call handlers should record 
all info relating to calls & email and 
ensure this information is up to date 
and accurate and deal with Crisis 
calls for the first 90 minutes, 
amongst others. For more details 
about this challenging and reward-
ing position, visit our website on: 
https://goo.gl/jMPLz9 FCO Local 
Staff vacancies : to filter the search 
for this vacancy, use the ¿Coun-
try/Territory¿ field on the left of the 
page and select the Spain 

REAL Estate Agent Malaga center 
rentals comissions C V to info@san-
chezromero.eu  

PART time/ full time administra-
tion assistant for a leading events 
company. English native tongue and 
fluent Spanish required. Excellent 
communication and writing skills 
and a good working knowledge of 
Excel essential. Please send CV to 
susie@sunshineweddings.com 

!!!TELEMARKETER wanted!!! Great 
Marbella based Real Estate office, 
seeks to hire suitably experienced 
Belgium Telemarketers only, spo-
ken and written French, Flemish and 
English, to support a busy sales team. 
You will be qualifying a regular sup-
ply of hot incoming leads. Previous 
experience in a similar role is essen-
tial, together with good knowledge 
of the coast and the property mar-
ket.. Additional languages a bonus. 
You will need a professional and con-
fident telephone manner, solid IT 
skills and a desire to achieve and ex-
ceed targets. Permanent contract, 
excellent basic, commission and in-
centives. Please send your CV to 
info@stellaeklund.com .!!! Good Ba-
sic Salary and High Commissions, 
guaranteed !!!     

WANTED public ralations, wait-
resses, DJ for Bar in Puerto Banús. 
604155910 

Situations Wanted 

RESPONSIBLE lady looking for job: 
cleaning, errands, housekeeping, 
maintenance, assistance. 
632638168 

SPANISH male carer provides physi-
cal and emotional support for the 
sick or elderly including treatment 
of illnesses and cooking. Juan 
647563264 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

WOMAN healthy 60ish, looking for 
live in position for cooking, walk, 
going out, companionship. Coast 
area preferred. 674523899 

YOUNG lady WLTM nice man for 
drink & chat. 632638168 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Doctors 

SKIN Specialist NHS Registered. 
Treats all kinds of skin problems. 
Consultation 70 Euros. Dr. Eva. Fuen-
girola 664747267 www.dermadel-
sol.com 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

RELAXING, full-body 2 body mas-
sages. Tantric, Nuru, Kyokuero... In-
calls/ outcalls. Elena 635290724  
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SHAVING secret zone by experi-
enced mature Japanese masseuse. 
20 Euros. Fuengirola. 610396186 

TRUE Tantra Massage. www.astar-
telife.com. Guadalupe 696323533. 
Amanda 634310287 

FULLY qualified professional male 
massage therapist 15 years experi-
ence. Sports massage, Posture, Deep 
Tissue Massage. Trigger Point Ther-
apy. Holistic Relaxation Massage. 
Located in Malaga Centro, home & 
hotel visits available. Tel: 
610830657. Web: jameshannah.me 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Also 
Manicure, Pedicure...etc. Benal-
madena Costa 688553000 

RIVIERA: Freshening body massage 
for Seniors. Mature Oriental beauty 
& elegant. 652992128 

Therapists 

MARBELLA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy. COSRT and 
BACP accredited. Individuals and 
couples. www.sextherapymar-
bella.es Richard 608 594 608 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

Hairdressers 

MOBILE Hairdressing Services in 
Marbella. Highly qualified with over 
25 years experience in modern and 
traditional hairdressing. Professional 
and reliable. Let the salon come to 
you!! Tel: Berni 679138013 

Beauty Treatments / 
Products 

FULLY qualified professional. Hair-
cut 10E. Facial 20E. Massage 20E. 
Call Whatsapp 605975823 Face-
book vickyhillwellnesscenter 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

UK TV Fully installed from 295 Euros 
with all BBC's and ITV 1. Call Mar-
tin 650067389 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC1/2 uk full uk pack 80 cm dish 
no internet needed no contract. 
Wacht tv all rooms no cables. Sky 
full pack iptv internet from only 199 
euros no contrat no dish. Satellite 
improuve reallignement bbc sky and 
all europeens tv. Pave as you go. 
same day service. José Sotto Since 
1973. 952443838, 670443838 
Email josesotto@ono.com 

TNT SAT 50 chaines francaises sans 
abonement Jose Sotto depuis 
1973,952443838, 670443838 

BEST sales repairs all tv sat José 
Sotto 952443838, 670443838 

GOLF 
FOR SALE individual golf share at 
La Quinta 4.000 euros ono. 
620939193 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. Los Boliches. 
info@daytona.es or call 952667395  

PC DOCTOR Repairs and Sales. Lap-
tops in English. Speed up your PC. 
Remove viruses. Come to us or call 
us out. 952591071  

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

LAPTOP Repair Centre. Broken 
screens, iPads, Phones, mother-
boards, water damage. Repairs from 
35 euros. Call 952591071 

Websites 

WEBSITE designs and maintenance. 
Search Engine Optimization. Online 
Invoicing and CRM 50 Euros/month. 
Hosting from 5 Euros/month. Call 
952591071  

Others 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

CLASSES 
HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. Calle Maestro Angeles 
Aspiazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/ Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH in your home. Speak Span-
ish from the first lesson. Qualified 
Spanish teacher. Ideal method for 
beginners. Fast, easy and effective. 
All levels. Also toturing for students. 
628578645 

GERMAN tutoring GCE, GCSE all 
other levels, beginners. 
651336167 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES German Shephards, Ken-

nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 

vaccinated, microchip, info 

619464515 or 609535857, 

wwwcoroninas.com 

STANDARD Poodle. Puppies, white, 

apricot and black, vaccinated, pedi-

gree. aliciaperezmunoz.wix-

site.com/isladekann 633790713 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

STEFANIES Kennels and Cattery 
telephone 952790943 Excellent fa-
cilities for your pets. Established for 
31 years. Please see our website ste-
fanieskennels.com 

Pet Transport 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

ADULT 
RELAXATION 

Female 

INCOMPARABLE ladies rigorously 
selected. Malaga/Centre. We at-
tend permanently. Very discreet. 
Reasonable prices. 
952604172//603138200 
(Whatsapp). https://aticosex.com 

NERJA Alison..Massage sensual. 
Body beautiful. Natural breast. 
642022387 Whatssap. 

BOLICHES: 30E: Celina nice kind 
lady for discreet gentleman! Erotic 
& relaxing massages, full sex, French 
without till end, anal, kisses, black 
kiss...Private apartment! Appoint-
ments! 622210797 

CASSIE: Mature English lady. Dis-
creet and clean. Fuengirola, 
667914732/ 951219946 

FUENGIROLA: Beautiful seductive 
mature, brunette lady, voluptuous, 
elegant. Ludi 632381963 

FUENGIROLA: Exclusive! Jennifer 
superbusty, teasing sexy lady! All 
services.631281988 

CAROLINA 29yo. elegant, sweet 
surrender. I want to please you and 
fill you of love. Tantric massage. 
Nueva Andalucía. 603527122 

www.actiweb.es/sexylady Cala-
honda. Beautiful Spanish model, 28. 
Discretion. 685624324 

NVA ANDALUCIA: A spellbinding 
rare gem, very sexy, slim, horny and 
submissive girl offers you a special 
experience with exceptional pleas-
ure. All services, including sensual 
massages (qualified independent 
masseuse) with natural French and 
happy ending. Private apartment. 
656350401 

FUENGIROLA PORT: IT HAS BEEN 
PROVED YEAR AFTER YEAR THAT 
WE ARE STILL THE VERT BEST 
VALUE IN TOWN. NOW IN OUR 
NEW DISCREET LUXURY ATICO, 
2 MINS FROM THE CHURCH 
SQUARE. YOUR EXPERIENCE WILL 
BE EVEN MORE UNFORGETTA-
BLE. ALL OUR GIRLS ARE REAL 
STARS AND VERY PROFESSIONAL, 
GIVING THE VERY BEST OF SERV-
ICE. YOU WILL NEVER REGRET 
PAYING FOR THE BEST. WE ARE 
ALWAYS COPIED, BUT STILL 
NEVER, NEVER EQUALED. FUEN-
GIROLA PORT. CALL OR 
WHATSAPP 
661064376//663645432 

FUENGIROLA PORT: ALWAYS 
LOOKING FOR NEW GIRLS.. CALL 
OR WHATSAPP 
661064376//663645432 

MISTRESS Ursula Dominatrix. BDSM 
lifestyle. Feet workship. La-
tex/leather. Spanking. Role play. 
Own studio. 672870066 

DELUXE PRIVATE VILLA: FUEN-
GIROLA/ MIJAS COSTA: 12 SEÑO-
RITAS, ELEGANT, SUPERAFFE-
CIONATE. ALL SERVICES. 3 INDE-
PENDENT SALONS. AIR/CONDI-
TIONED. 9 ROOMS. POOL. PRI-
VATE PARKING. GROUPS, EVENTS, 
PRIVATE PARTIES. 24.HRS. HO-
TELS. VISA. 
605322635/952582150. FROM 
30/EUROS. 

DIRTY fun with Miss Lucy. Erotic 
domination, footfetish, dirty talk, 
smokefetish, spanking. 604104187 

NEW RELAX Riviera Open 24H. 7 
young ladies from different coun-
tries to have with an extraordinary 
time. Maximum discretion. Out-calls 
all over the Coast. Services form 
50E. Free drinks. 611237548. 
www.swetdreamsescort.com 

CLAUDIA Beautiful Hungarian 19 
years. Perfect body. Available 24H 
652706624 

TINA 20 y.o. Bulgarian. Supper Sexy!! 
All the services. 24 hours. 
611237548 

COLOMBIAN 20, very sexy, I´m here 
24H for everything that you need. 
611238013 

VENEZUELAN 21. Available 24h. 
I´m Hot & sexy. Natural French. 
652590064 

NATALY & Delia. One from Ruma-
nia, the other from Turkey. 2 20 y.o 
dolls available 24H just for you!! 
611238013 

MARBELLA. Jasmine, Special anal, 
French without until the end, Black 
kiss, couples, 24/hours. Send pho-
tos/video. Whatsapp. 672420027 

PUERTO Banus. Tatiana Russian 
21, blonde. Anal. All services. Cou-
ples, French without, professional 
massages. Send photos/video. 
Whatsapp 680554614  

MARBELLA. Alejandra, bondage 
sado, impressive blonde, 120 
breast. All toys: chains, fetishist 
vault, clothes, high heels, latex. 
24/hours. Appointments. 
617791644  

MARBELLA. Angelina, special cou-
ples/ threesomes. Awesome bru-
nette. Real photos. 24hrs. Out-
calls. 617791644 

PUERTO Banus. Two 18 year old 
students, angel face. Lesbic, three-
somes, French without. 24/hours. 
We send photos. Whatsapp 
680554614 

MARBELLA Centre. Villa with 12 
precious girls (+18 ), 30 minutes: 
50 euros, 1 hour: 100 euros. Open 
24 hours. Call 620366817  

44.YEAR old blonde. Natural 
French. Toys. No limits. Secluded 
facilities. Call 663265150 sashas-
passion.com 

www.casakinkspain.com Dungeon-
studio. Massage. Fantasies. Squirt-
ing. Role play. All serv-
ices.662913428 

BENALMADENA: Sexy Vicky, pe-
tite European. Fluent English. In/ 
Outcalls. 605382376 

BUTTERFLY Girls. Visit our website 
www.butterflygirls.es 
http://www.butterflygirls.es Af-
fordable prices. Full Services. 24 
hours. Visa. Incalls and outcalls. 
951274723  650237145  

RIVERA, Colombian, with a spec-
tacular body. Pretty, friendly, en-
thusiastic, kinky and very sensual. 
For very demanding gentlemen. Pre-
pared to provide you with the most 
exciting and best experience. Want 
to enjoy a moment of maximum 
pleasure? Natural French or all the 
way to the end, Golden rain, erotic 
shower, erotic massages and much 
more. Outcalls 24 hours. 650237145 

CALAHONDA, exuberant Russian 
blonde. For people who are looking 
for something different. My man-
ners are very special and exquisite. 
Perky backside, natural boobs, 
smooth skin and angelical face with 
a precious smile you will love. 
650237102  

NEAR- Elviria. Lovely young lady 
with perfect curves and a very pro-
vocative look. I¿m very liberal sexu-
ally as it is one of the things I enjoy 
most in life. Do you fancy a unique, 
passionate and licentious date? I¿ll 
make sure you have unforgettable 
orgasms. 616368985  

BUTTERFLY Girls. Visit our website 
www.butterflygirls.es Affordable 
prices. Full Services. 24 hours. Visa. 
Incalls and outcalls. 951274723  
650237145 

JAPONESES Beautiful, vicious, spec-
tacular bodies. Total satisfaction. 
Calle Muro.Marbella center. 
657448188 

JAPANESE Stunning goddess. Tan-
tric and sexual body/to/body mas-
sage. Very good sexual services. 
Hotel and home visiting. Luxury 
private discreet apartment. Fuen-
girola. 673253870 

THAI beautiful sexy lady to pro-
vide you with the latest erotic 
services. Enjoy comfort 
Body/to/body massage, Tantric 
massage, chest massage, happy 
end. Private apartment. Opposite 
Hotel Las Palmeras Fuengirola. 
Visits. 602382363 

BEAUTIFUL mama noel for private 

appointments. 678859715 

CALAHONDA, Monica beautiful 
Spanish lady. Slim with  natural 
breasts. Horny and wild. 24 hrs. 
603325403  

MARBELLA Marbella center, Lisa, 
27, high standing georgeous, ex-
otic, very horny charming smile and 
fit atheltic body, 1.67 - 52 kg, long 
brown, curly hair, sexy, erotic, full 
massage, body to body, blowjob, 
kisses, deep troat and more, out-
calls, incalls, speak English et parle 
francais. 602368719 

MATURE Elegant lady. Voluptu-
ous bust. All services. Only hotel 
& home visits. 687387680 

BENALMADENA. Smart Russian, 
beautiful Brest, amazing sex! 
Come now! 0034632801194 

TORROX Costa. Sexy latina, beau-
tiful lady,  very pleasant. Private. 
631206280 

FUENGIROLA. Young doll girl.(+18), 
slim, hot, kisser, unforgattable 
French. 632856465 

KATY, busty, super body, pleasing. 
Massage. Discreet. Visits. Costa. 
602451846 

DUQUESA/ Manilva. Sensual blonde. 
In/outcalls. Discretion. Pleasure 
guarantee 100%. 602617318 

NEW ANGELA Seductive, voluptu-
ous, elegant, sensual. I'll make your 
dream come true and give you an 
unforgettable experience, you'll 
come back for more!! Fuengirola 
610628247 
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ENGLISH Stephanie 34: Fuengirola 
(next to bus station). Size 8, 32GG 
very busty, long dark hair. No hid-
den extras, no upper age limit. Oral 
w/o, cim, passionate sex, massage. 
I love wearing heels and suspend-
ers. Toys, shower. 30 mins 40E, 45 
mins 50E, 1hr 70E. Avail every 
day10.30am - 6pm. Call, text, 
whatsapp 602636606. www.es-
cortinmarbella.com  

DANIELLY Fuengirola. 30. Beauti-
ful young, sexy Brazilian. Kisses, 
erotic, prostatic massages. Hot sex! 
French without. Perla 6. 697883690 

MARBELLA Centre. Andrea. Pretty, 
sexy... Erotic masseuse. Nuru, 
body2body, happy ending tantra. 
Total luscious. 697232876 

FUENGIROLA: Divorce, charming 
sexy lady. Kisses. 69. Erotic mas-
sage. Hot sex! In/outcalls. 
625912315 

BOLICHES Discretion, privacy, Jo-
hana 40 y.o. Superbody, big breast. 
617818615 

COMPLIANT Genuine couple (will-
ing wife and knowing husband) of-
fer an incredibly sexual and unique 
experience to ladies, couples and 
gentlemen. Indulge your fantasy, be 
a voyeur, or simply enjoy very spe-
cial pleasures with us. Private apart-
ment in Nueva Andalucia or out calls 
685189518 

ISABELA 25 years, flirt, sexy 
Latina, tender and adorable, of-
fers sweet loving unforgettable 
moments. Photos Whatsapp 
655693707 

BENALMADENA. Extravagant sexy 
blonde, big boobs, good English 
yours! 0034633010663 

BENALMADENA: Big lady for gen-
tleman. Massages. Call me. 
644865691 Outcalls 

TORREMOLINOS: Priscila Carib-
bean mulata 28, slim, supertits. 
50 Euros 645464781 

SENIOR CITIZEN 50% discount. A 
full body prostatic massage by 
Sabrina. 691533101 Benalmadena 
Costa (by windmill roundabout) 

BUSTY mature Brazilian. Deep anal, 
prostatic, sensitive massages. Ap-
pointments only by Whatsapp 
671110039. Nueva Andalucia 

NIKITA 1,65cm/ 45kgs. 84/60/84. 
Speak English. Fuengirola. 
634042376 

LIA, FUENGIROLA: I love sex, do 
you? Couples. Call me! 634168441 

TORRE Mar: New! Japanese ladies. 
Beautiful, pleasing. Services 24H. 
693996352 

ESTEPONA. Helen, blonde, big 
boobs, sexy, massage, discreet. 
Pasion.com 633740399 

MULTIORGASMIC Danish sexpot, 
enables you to fulfill all your fanta-
sies. Benajarafe. Xena 637168101 

BENALMADENA: Young lady 35, 
attractive, sexy, educated. For 
gentlemen. 30 Euros. 634209427 

VALERIA Sexy blond, caring lady, 
awaits gentlemen for massage and 
more. Fuengirola. 645131273 

ENGLISH blonde, elegant and sen-
sual Michelle, ex Fuengirola Port 
Star recommended by Tony. I'm 
back and horny as ever, offering 
unforgettable moments of ex-
treme pleasure and mutual sat-
isfaction. I guarantee you will be-
come a regular client. Very flexi-
ble hours in my apartment. Out-
calls and overnight stays avail-
able too. 603279769 

MELODY, 25 years. I'm new in town 
and I'm here to make your dreams 
come true ... Sexy, hot blonde wait-
ing for you. 24hrs. Estepona 
604109768  

SQUIRTINGGIRL with special abil-
ity squirting. Hotel, home visits. 
skill@gmx.us 622269947 kik: co-
stasea 

NEW BLONDE Russian student, 18; 
Spanish 19, model body, superhot! 
Guaranteed pleasure! Marbella. 
634351930 

ESTEPONA. LUSCIOUS MARTA 
MATURE. ALINE 30 BRAZILIAN, 
OUTCALLS, 24H. VISA. 680966710 

YOUNGS Spanish girlfriends(+18), 
caring, luscious, French without. 
Discreet. Marbella/Estepona 
722520777 

MARY: Erotic sexy massage, happy 
ending no rush. 40 Euros. 
697441387 Fuengirola Church 
Square 

SAN PEDRO: Beautiful 35 year 
blonde, perfect body, non profes-
sional, looking for gentle love. Anne 
603242456 

FUENGIROLA: Oriental young beau-
tiful Japaneses. Complete services. 
Outcalls. 24hrs. 693988340 

BEAUTIFUL slim, model, tantra 
massage. Safe and clean place. 
English speaker. www.annatan-
tra.com 633060678  

FUENGIROLA: Leticia Brazilian, 
kisses, caress, massages, sex. 30 
Euros. 602419749 

ATTRACTIVE Asian Expert oriental 
massage, relieve pain and stress, 
unique service qualified. Discreet 
atmosphere, easy to find. Marbella. 
604143788 

TRY something different, Asian, 
European, all service, multiorgas-
mic pleasure, no rushing, luxury 
place. San Pedro/ Banús. 618448131 

POLISH, Thai, Russian, busty, slim, 
blondy, kissing, anal, lesbic, hot 
horny, best servivel affordable, San 
Pedro/ Banús. 618448131 

NEW Thai, Polish, Argentinian, slim, 
sexy, pretty, wild, hot horny. All serv-
ices guarantee. No rush. Marbella. 
679126231 

THAI  Balines, hilot proffessional 
massage by oriental lady, erotic, 
horny, body body touch, slim, beau-
tiful european, new luxury Marbella. 
660898501 

SLIM, Beautiful Oriental, European, 
blond, brunette, lesbic, blowjob, 
greek, kissing, erotic, exotic, body-
body massage. Luxury atmosphere. 
Marbella. 679126231 

NEW KELLY 58yrs. All services ex-
cept Greek. 50E 30mins. Camino 
Coin (next Hotel Casa Consistorial) 
Fuengirola. More info 602634017  

BEAUTIFUL hot blonde, superbody, 
elegant, juicy tits, pert latin ass. 
Come meet me! 698582415 Malaga 

BETWEEN San Pedro-Estepona. 
Unforgettable experience for nice 
gentlemen. Beautiful lady from 
Poland. 617700999 

BENALMADENA attractive Thai, 
relaxing & erotic body massages, 
visits. Torrequebrada Golf. www.me-
memassage.com 602428556 
whatsapp 

TORROX: Spanish, Latina, super-
bodies. Deep French. Threesomes. 
Toys. Outcalls. 689057398 

BENALMADENA: Very attractive 
lady for gentlemen. Big bum. Erotic 
massages. Outcalls/ Hotels. 
678113501 

CHRISTMAS Festive florics with 
Zarah, mature naughty English 
blonde, all services, private villa, 
overnight 300 euros. Let me jin-
gle your bells. Coin 681614955 

TORROX Mónica 30-ish, Spanish 
superbrunette, big breast, massages. 
Opposite supermarket Dia, block 88, 
1st floor, door-2. Appointments. 
687118953 

ENGLISH ROSE privately educated, 
well spoken, attractive, elegant and 
slim, looking to accompany busi-
ness men. Lunch/ dinner optional. 
Discretion assured. 699859054 

FUENGIROLA gorgeous Málaga-
born brunette. Affectionate, natu-
ral French, penetration. Discrete. 
693001297 

FUENGIROLA: Lisa 45, Brazilian 
blonde, 120 breast, loving. Discreet. 
604141920 

LATINA girl fitness masseuse 
beautiful young, very sensual, all 
type of erotic massage, private, 
airconditioned apartment next to 
Hotel Barcelo, (Guadalmina) 
Whatsapp 663624237 

631923079 SAMANTHA Beauti-
ful, passionate, independent. 12am 
to 8pm. Discreet. Fuengirola  

FUENGIROLA New. Mother and 
daughter (+18), complete, unfor-
gatable blowjob, kissers. 672159565 

FUENGIROLA French girl volup-
tuos, pert ass, horny, sucker, kisser. 
Anal massages. 627203816 

MARBELLA/ Estepona: Andrea 25, 
beautiful, lovely body, playful, 
naughty, funny. Couples. Lesbic. 
Parties. Escort. 24hrs. 604109768 

Male 
FUENGIROLA: Male2male full body 
massage. Very discreet, private villa. 
634004512 

JONY: 35. Brazilian body builder. 
23cms. Also couples. 602357175 
Malaga 

SOUGHT by elderly attractive sub-
missive male, a contemporary domi-
nant friend 50+ and having private 
surroundings, no fees... outre-
fun1@yahoo.co.uk  

AFRO British muscular guy. Erotic 
massages, all fantasies, soft (Bena-
jarafe)/ hardcore (Torremolinos). 
In/ Out. 604192852 

MARBELLA center, bisexual big size 
for everything. 657328140 

MARBELLA Attractive boy, super-
endowed. Perfect lover, that will 
make you enjoy sex. 603202758 

BOY for a good spent moment. Ex-
periment something new or get a 
horny fantasy. You can't wait. 
643101739 

Transvestites 

SHEMALE MARBELLA VIP SERV-
ICES APARTMENT PRIVATE RE-
LAXING MASSAGE TABLE, TOYS 
667032010. WHATSAPP 

TRANSSEXUAL Sophia, beautiful 
brunette, active/ passive, great 
bust, well hung. 662045252. Fuen-
girola. www.escortswow.es/sofi-
abiagg 

MARBELLA: Transvestite Karina 26, 
beautiful blonde, feminine, endowed. 
667846464 Whatsapp  

NEW BENALMADENA Barbarela 
Trans mulata, 22cms. Party girl. 
Drinks. 24hrs. 695973362 

MARBELLA center stunning Thai 
ladyboy kissable lips, top/ bottom, 
in/ outcalls. 602493030 

TRANSVESTITE Violeta, 
young(+18), endowed, horny, 
milky, 140 bust, very feminine, 
24h. 660867374 Fuengirola 

ESTEPONA NIKKY BLONDE 
TRANSVESTITE, 28yo. AC-
TIVE/PASSIVE, OUTCALLS, 24H. 
VISA. 660874904 

Massage 

PURE ecstasy in Nueva Andalucia 
with young pretty independent mas-
seuse. Erotic body, tantric and other 
completely relaxing massages in pri-
vate apartment. 656350401 

MARBELLA. Mary, great body, su-
per titts, best happy ending. 
666291699 

touch4men.com Professional Erotic 
man2man massage. Incalls Torremo-
linos. Outcalls Costa del Sol. 
628746407 

44.YEAR old brunette, slender, natu-
ral French, Greek, toys, squirting, no 
limits, dungeon. Secluded facilities. 
Call 662913428 Check me out at: 
www.Lailalynch1.com 

DISCOVER the benefits of tantric 
massages! Feel the pleasure in your 
skin...635290724 

GORGEOUS Paola. Model´s body, 
tantra, relaxing, B2B massage. Ex-
cellent company/Good vibes. relax-
ingtouch.es 602448534 

TORREMOLINOS: Your erotic mas-
seuse. Maximum pleasure for relax-
ing massage. Professional. Exquisite 
treatment. 633578665 

MIAH, Fuengirola. Erotic, profes-
sional massage, body2body, happy 
ending. Miah, 647101046 

SENIOR CITIZEN Full body massage 
by Sabrina. 658189191 Benalmadena 
Costa (by windmill roundabout)  

FUENGIROLA: Madonna, Hot 
oil/horny massage with my boobs! 
Happy ending.631281988 

40 EUROS: Relaxing, prostatic mas-
sage. Silky hands. Happy ending. 
In/outcalls. Fuengirola 625912315 

VICKY. Special erotic massage hard 
to forget Vicky's hands on extras 
always remember where to cum 
again. Benalmádena c/ Las Nacio-
nes. Tel. 633693334 

BEAUTIFUL Russian masseuse: Spec-
tacular relaxing massage and end-
ing. Malaga 603100025 

GORGEOUS Fillipina offers RELAX-
ING MASSAGE in the comfort of your 
own home 602483864 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse: Mas-
sages till end with optional end. 
666770405 Estepona 

MASSAGE Center: Tantric, erotic. 
Pleasure, elegance, discretion. The 
best of the Costa del Sol. www.tan-
tranubha.com 649808695 
Benalmádena Costa  

MARBELLA center, young stunning 
thai lady ex-model, beautiful and 
sexy for massage and more fun. In/ 
outcalls. 604298371 

MARBELLA. Young Filipina, gor-
geous, slim, for your sexual desires. 
In/ outcalls. 604133125 

SENSUAL exotic, deep relaxing Yoni 
Tantra massage for ladies. 
602098606 

SENSUAL exotic, deep relaxing Yoni 
Tantra massage for ladies. 
602098606 

ATTRACTIVE Asian Expert oriental 
massage, relieve pain and stress, 
unique service qualified. Discreet at-
mosphere, easy to find. Marbella. 
604143788 

SAN PEDRO Nueva Andalucía, San-
dra. Wonderfull massages, unforget-
table, tantric, young, stunning, dis-
creet. Works alone 653411684 

MARBELLA centre. New. Luxury cen-
ter with wide selection of expert mas-
seuse... Sensual, erotic. Nuru erotic 
tantra, body to body lingam and 
prostatic. Unique experience 4 hands, 
pleasant and exciting, double stimu-
lation. Massage for couples. Open: 
9:00am/9:00pm. Appointment: 
952867663/ 690046233 

WWW.TANTRACENTER.ES PLEAS-
URE WITHOUT LIMITS, SPECTACU-
LAR MASSEUSE. MASSAGE 
EROTIC... WITH!!!SHOCKING END! 
952216145/ 644452369 

SAYAN. Tantra massage for ladies, 
gentlemen & couples. Ultimate 
bliss at a very nice place. Fuengi-
rola. 952586339 /608977260 
www.masajessayan.es  

FUENGIROLA Visit glamorous Sa-
sha 22, for enchanting Tantric mas-
sage with delightful finalé. Secluded 
luxury villa, music, drinks. Special 
Offer 50E 1/2h 90E hour. 602570272 

ASIAN MM Massage Salon. A place 
where you can find proper good mas-
sage. Ideal for men, women, couples 
and have muscule problem, Clean 
and good atmosphere. 951482585/ 
604393547 

ESTEPONA Guadalmina: Alex bru-
nette. Exotic masseuse. Far Eastern 
tantric prostatic massage. Full serv-
ice. Escort. 24hrs. Outcalls. 
602891749 

Various 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 
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Talk Radio Europe 

105.5 Axarquía 

91.5 Costa del Sol East 

91.9 Costa del Sol West 

98.7 Gibraltar/Sotogrande 

News, interviews, lifestyle, sport and  

BBC World Service. 

Global (93.6 and 96.4FM) 

All week round the clock music and 

entertainment 

Radio Radio Network (96 and 98.3 

FM). Music 24 hours. 

Central FM (98.6 FM, 103.8) 

All week, classic tracks and today’s music 

broadcast to the Costa del Sol 

ACE FM (106.8 FM) 

Inland radio, news and music 

The Beat fm (106 FM)  

24 hours, music and entertainment 

Spectrum  (105.5 FM, Costa 

Almeria/Mojácar 92.6 FM) 

24 hour music and entertainment 

Radio Mijas (107.7 FM) 

3 p.m. News, views and music 

Radio Sol Almijara (99.1 FM) 

Nerja radio in English and German and 

night time World Radio Network 

Heartfmspain (88.5 FM Costa, 96.1 

FM inland) Music, entertainment, news 

Lick FM (103.6 FM Marbella) 

Urban music broadcast between Gibraltar 

and Calahonda 

Rtv Puebla (107.7 FM) 

Monday evenings, Rock music memories. 

7 - 9pm. email: 

radiopuebla.musicmemories@yahoo.com 

Fb: Radiotelevision Peubla de Cazalla 

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES CLOCKWORD

THE WORDPUZZLER

INTERNATIONAL RADIO

QUESTION 1

QUIZ

1. Good King Wenceslas 
2.Ding Dong Merrily On High 
3. We Three Kings 
4. Deck The Halls

What Christmas carol is 
‘Let steeple bells be 
swungen’ a line from?

QUESTION 2

1. 17th 
2. 16th 
3. 15th 
4. 14th

Mayor of London, Dick 
Whittington, was born in 
which century?

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11273

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making 

sure that every 

row of nine 

numbers includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9, every 

column includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9 and every 3 

by 3 subsection 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

Be warm and chatty to everyone this 

week, especially if you are out 

shopping. That sparkle in your eyes can 

be very attractive you know!  

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Blowing hot and cold about the 

festivities? Accept invitations or give 

some yourself.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Open your eyes to the love around you. 

In an optimistic and exciting week you 

will get closer to a very special person. 

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Still not in a holiday mood? Maybe that 

is because you have not tied up loose 

ends from work? 

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

A quiet start to the week quickly gains 

pace as you realise how much there is 

to do. Don’t panic! There is help 

around.  

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Aim to bring a more light-hearted 

aspect to your relationships as the 

holiday approaches. 

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Look ahead to boost your wellbeing, 

health and surroundings in the New 

Year. 

 

Virgo  

August 24th - September 23rd 

Having gone through a very busy and 

somewhat fraught time you are now 

being told to relax.   

 

Libra  

September 24th - October 23rd 

Why wait until the New Year to plan a 

trip? Just wait until after the festivities 

to decide who to take with you! 

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Someone who was a great source of 

support when you were younger now 

needs some attention. Is it time to repay 

all that kindness?  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Keep an eye on health in both a personal 

sense and in finances. Let your hair 

down and relax!    

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Is there someone who you have not 

seen for some time? Just a message in 

a card can make all the difference. 

Across Down

DIFÍCIL

8

6 2 1 7

8 7 5 4

1 4 5

6 8 2 3

9 6

5 6

7

3 4 9 5 8
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Across Down

BOOK OF THE WEEK

Walter’s War                                
Helen O’Leary 

From a Victorian childhood, through 
the early part of World War One with 
a cycling regiment in Devon, to sub-
sequent adventures in India and 
Mesopotamia, a young soldier’s pro-
gress through life is recalled by fam-
ily memories, diaries and letters. The 
skills he acquires enable him to make 
his way in the world. The author, 
Helen O’Leary who now lives in 
Spain, discovered letters and diaries 
written by her father when he was 
serving in India and Mesopotamia 
in World War One and has woven 
the accounts into the narrative. 

ANSWERS

Language Crossword

Cryptic Crossword

Clockword solution

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THOUGHT FOR  
THE WEEK

Christmas 
will always be 
as long as we 

stand        
heart to heart 

and hand in 
hand 

DR SEUSS

Answer 1: Ding Dong Merrily On High 

Of interest: The full verse is: E’en so here below, below, Let steeple bells be 

swungen, And Io, io, io! By priest and people sungen. Gloria, Hosanna in 

excelsis! The composer is unknown but the carol is believed to be French 

dating back to 16th century and was originally in Latin. 

Answer 2: 14th 

Of interest: Richard Whittingham (1354-1423) was an English merchant and  

politician. He is also the inspiration for the English folk tale Dick Whittington. 

He was four times Lord Mayor of London. 

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Norwegian Spirit       21/12               Funchal             Alicante               07.00            17.00 

Norwegian Spirit       02/01                      -                          -                      07.00            17.00 

MSC Orchestra           06/01               Funchal        Civitavecchia           08.00            14.00 

Norwegian Spirit       12/01               Funchal             Alicante                07.00            17.00 
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Filming of the Sony 
production ‘Snatch’, 
which is based on the 
original film starring Brad 
Pitt, will take four 
months. There are casting 
sessions for extras in 
Malaga this weekend  

:: FRANCISCO GRIÑÁN 
MALAGA. They originally inten-
ded to film in the Caribbean, but 
the recent hurricanes made that 
inadvisable so they decided on the 
Mediterranean instead.  

The first option they considered 
was Barcelona as the location for 
the next season of the American se-
ries ‘Snatch’, featuring a group of 
young and ambitious British gangs-
ters, but then Fresco Film, a com-
pany from Malaga, which produced 
Game of Thrones in Spain, sugges-
ted the Costa del Sol instead.  

The destination fitted the script 
perfectly, because Malaga province 
receives more than a million British 
tourists a year. Why not bring them 
a group of hustlers? The proposal fi-
nally convinced those in charge of 
making the decision, and they opted 
for Malaga instead of Barcelona.  

The political situation regard-
ing independence for Catalonia 
was one of the factors they took 
into account, although the pro-
ducer of Fresco Film, Peter Welter 
Soler, makes it clear that it wasn’t 
relevant to the final decision.  

“Barcelona is a major audiovis-
ual market, so what we had to do 
was show that Malaga has the in-
dustry and the professionals with 
the ability to make an international 
production of this type,” he said 
earlier this week, and he also ex-
plained that the locations on the 
Costa del Sol are better suited to 

the needs of the production.  
“That’s important because not 

only is the whole series going to 
be filmed in the province, but 
Malaga will also be the scenario 
for the plot,” said Welter about this 
series, which will be filmed for 
four months from 23 January.  

Heading this unusual group of 
criminals in ‘Snatch’ once again 
will be British actor Rupert Grint 
(redheaded Ron, inseparable friend 
of Harry Potter in the film saga), 
who flees with his gang to Malaga, 
where they continue with their 
frauds, robberies and other crimi-

nal activities.  
From Marbella to Nerja, the 

whole Costa del Sol will be the set-
ting for the new series, which will 
have ten episodes in total. 

The series is set in the under-
world and its tone could be de-
scribed as halfway between a 

thriller and black humour.  
It is an adaptation of Guy 

Ritchie’s cult film ‘Snatch’, star-
ring Brad Pitt and Benicio del Toro. 
The American producer Sony 
turned it into one of its most popu-
lar of series, and it proved so suc-
cessful that it has led to this sec-
ond season, which will have a strik-
ing change of scene and bring a 
British ambience to the light and 
warmth of Andalucía. 

Casting for extras  
There will be a casting for extras 
this weekend (Friday 15th and Sat-
urday 16th, from 10am to 6pm) at 
the Polo de Contenido Digital, the 
digital content hub in the old to-
bacco factory in Malaga.  

A wide variety of extras will be 
needed because of the number of 
episodes and the different scenes, 
but they are looking especially for 
“unusual faces”, says the director 
of Modexpor Casting, Rafael 
Guadamuro. The age range of the 
aspiring extras is from 18 to 70.  

They are also looking for speci-
fic types of character, such as sea 
fishermen, boxers, crossfit experts, 
young women and people of Afri-
can and gypsy origin. 

 The extras will need to be avai-
lable for the whole period of fil-
ming, from 23 January to 15 May. 
The series, which was created by 
Álex de Rafkoff, can be seen on 
Crackle, Sony’s streaming platform 
which is similar to Netflix and 
Amazon. It made its debut in the 
States in March, and has not yet 
been shown in Spain.  

In the first season, ‘Snatch’ fea-
tures a gang of young hustlers who 
become involved in a spiral of cri-
minal activity after discovering a 
truckload of stolen gold bullion. As 
well as Rupert Grint, it features Luke 
Pasqualino (‘Skins’) and Ed West-
wick (‘Gossip Girl’).

The Costa del Sol ‘snatches’ the filming of 
an American series from Catalonia

S Series. Rupert 
Grint (left), stars in 
‘Snatch’, which is 
set in the under-
world :: SUR 

 
 Original. It is 
based on the Guy 
Ritchie film of the 
same name, starring 
Brad Pitt and made 
in 2000 :: SUR 


