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Crucial vote determines 
future direction of Catalonia 

The people of Catalonia took part 
in historically important regional 
elections on Thursday as the rest of 
Spain looked on, waiting to see what 
would happen to the region’s sup-
port for separatist political parties. 

Seven main parties were vying 
for 135 seats in the regional parlia-
ment with the great unknown be-
ing whether the three pro-independ-

ence parties would secure the 68 
seats needed for a majority, as they 
did last time in 2015.  

Recent opinion polls had shown 
a small swing to non-separatist par-
ties, suggesting no overall majority 
for independence groups, which 
could plunge Catalonia into differ-
ent uncertainty as parties negoti-
ate pacts in order to govern.  P23  

On Thursday 5.5 
million were 
called to the polls 
in an expected 
record turnout 

A voter on Thursday. :: AFP
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Young people take part in the nativity staged in the Alameda park in Marbella. :: JOSELE-LANZA

CHRISTMAS ON 

THE COSTA   P26-32 & 46-50

Ten years after the AVE first 
hit the Costa, the service 
has moved 2.4 million 
passengers in 2017  P3  

Record-breaking 
figures after first 
decade of high- 
speed rail travel

Getting all chocolatey for 
Christmas. A Vélez-
Málaga family business 
shows off its innovative 
confectionery  P52-53

A police officer dressed as 
Spiderman. Edu Rodríguez 
spends his spare time as a 
superhero on children’s 
hospital wards  P42-44

Costa gang which 
smuggled cocaine inside 
pineapples is dismantled 
and North Africa’s ‘biggest 
drugs trafficker’ arrested  P4
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Malaga, Marbella and 
Estepona are the only 
municipalities with more 
than 50,000 inhabitants 
that have the regulatory 
five per cent of adapted 
taxis in their fleets  

MALAGA. Taxi services in Malaga 
province have progressed in terms 
of accessibility for the disabled, 
but there is still a long way to go 

before they fully comply with the 
regulations that state that at least 
five per cent of all taxis should be 
able to carry passengers with mo-
bility difficulties. These adapted 
vehicles are known as ‘eurotaxis’.  

These conditions to ensure that 
disabled people do not suffer dis-
crimination are laid down in a royal 
decree which came into effect in 
December 2007, and town halls 
were given ten years to take the 
measures necessary to comply.  

This period of grace has just ex-
pired, but only three large munici-
palities in Malaga province - 
Malaga, Marbella and Estepona - 
have succeeded in fulfilling the 
regulations, and they only just 
managed it within the deadline, 
as shown in a study carried out re-
cently by the ONCE Foundation 
and the Spanish Committee of 

Representatives of People with 
Disabilities (CERMI). The report 
looked at the situation in 135 mu-
nicipalities with more than 50,000 
inhabitants.  

Vélez-Malaga, Mijas, Torremo-
linos, Fuengirola and Benalmádena  
also have populations of more than 
50,000 but, as the report shows, 

they do not have the required per-
centage of adapted taxis.  

In terms of numbers Vélez-
Málaga is worst, because if two 
people in wheelchairs are using a 
taxi, a third person will have to 
wait or make other travel arrange-
ments.  However, the lowest ratio 
is in Benalmádena, where only five 

of the 135 taxis (2.3 per cent) are 
accessible to the disabled.  

Sudden progress 
In this study, which covered the 
whole of Spain, only three large 
towns in the province passed the 
test and they did so practically at 
the last moment.  

Estepona, which one year ago 
only had two licences for eurotaxis, 
has now authorised a further four, 
so out of the taxi fleet of 85 vehi-
cles, six can carry passengers in 
wheelchairs or those with severe 
mobility difficulties.  

In July, Marbella council also 
granted licences for two more eu-
rotaxis, bringing the total to 17 (5.2 
per cent of the fleet). 

 Malaga has also made efforts in 
the past two years, and the coun-
cil there found that the principal 
incentive to expand the fleet of ac-
cessible taxis was to authorise li-
cences for vehicles with seven or 
nine seats, on the condition that 
they were adapted to transport 
people with mobility problems. 
Thanks to this policy there are now 
82 adapted taxis, which is 5.7 per 
cent of the fleet of 1,432 in the city.   

The formula used by Malaga city 
hall is highlighted in the study, be-
cause as well as being able to trans-
port disabled passengers it means 
there are more taxis for families 
or groups of five or more people, 
who would otherwise need two 
cars.  

Along the same lines, the ONCE 
Foundation and CERMI are also 
putting pressure on platforms such 
as Uber and Cabify so that they too 
guarantee the existence of a per-
centage of adapted vehicles.  

Malaga province is not alone in 
lacking this type of transport; the 
situation in the rest of Spain is 
similar.  

Of the 135 municipalities ana-
lysed in the report, only 50 have 
more than the statutory five per 
cent of adapted taxis. In fact, 42 of 
them have less than two per cent.   

Topping the list is Chiclana de 
la Frontera, in Cadiz province, with 
18.9 per cent (seven adapted taxis 
out of 37). The first municipality 
in Malaga on the list is in 34th 
place: Estepona. 

Few large towns on the Costa del Sol 
have enough taxis for disabled users

Town                                                                                            Population                            Taxis                   Adapted (%) 

Malaga                                                                  569,009                  1,432               82 (5.7%) 
Marbella                                                               140,744                      325               17 (5.2%) 
Vélez-Málaga                                                        78,890                         44                  2 (4.5%) 
Mijas                                                                         77,769                      114                  5 (4.4%) 
Fuengirola                                                              77,486                      114                  4 (3.5%) 
Torremolinos                                                         67,786                      135                  5 (3.7%) 
Benalmádena                                                        67,245                      130                  3 (2.3%) 
Estepona                                                                 66,683                         95                  6 (6.3%)

TAXI FLEETS ON THE COSTA  
Source: ONCE Foundation and  

CERMI

Malaga granted licences for vehicles with seven to nine seats on the condition that they were adapted for wheelchairs. :: FERNANDO GONZÁLEZ

FRANCISCO 
JIMÉNEZ

 pjimenez@diariosur.es
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The AVE ends 2017 with 
2.4 million passengers 
while plans are under 
way for new services 
such as a connection to 
Granada and faster 
service to Seville 

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. On 23 December 2007, 
a high-speed train arrived for the 
first time at Malaga’s main railway 
station, María Zambrano. The arri-
val of a Series 103 at about 12.30pm 
was a historic moment in Malaga 
province. The commercial service 
began the following day.  

Tomorrow, Saturday, it will be 
ten years since that landmark event. 
That day brought an end to a dec-
ade of projects and works. Rather 
than bringing something to a close, 
though, this proved to be a new be-
ginning in linking Malaga and the 
Costa del Sol to the rest of Spain and 
the world.  

The service is marking its first 
major anniversary in fine form, with 
20.5 million people having travelled 
between Madrid and Malaga during 
that time, and it has reached a new 
record this year with more than 2.44 
million users. That is about 3.8 per 
cent more than last year, which was 
already very positive.  

Over the past ten years more di-
rect connections have been added, 
with cities such as Barcelona, Zara-
goza and Valencia, and next year 
there will also be a service to Gra-
nada. The journey to Seville from 
Malaga is also expected to become 
much faster in 2020. Lines are be-
ing built to other destinations as 

well, so the AVE high-speed serv-
ices will continue to expand in com-
ing years. The whole rail network 
with its epicentre in Malaga has 
been used by 27.5 million people 
since 2007.  

The AVE has brought Malaga and 
Madrid closer together with an op-
timum journey time of just over two 
and a half hours, especially impres-
sive for the inhabitants of the Span-
ish capital, where any journey 
within the city can take around an 
hour. From a business perspective, 
it can be said that the Costa del Sol 
has already become a technology 
park and hub for investment which 
is accessible from Madrid, and from 
a tourism point of view, it has be-
come one of three major destina-
tions for those seeking sunshine 
and beaches, together with Valen-
cia and Alicante.  

The key to making all this possi-
ble is the Cordoba-Malaga High 
Speed Line (LAV), which cost 2.53 
billion euros, of which 890.3 mil-
lion were financed by the European 
FEDER regional development funds. 
The track, which is 154.5 kilome-
tres in length, runs through 19 mu-
nicipalities in Cordoba, Seville and 
Malaga. Since it opened, more than 
75,000 trains have run between Ma-
drid and the capital of the Costa del 
Sol, according to figures from the 
Ministry of Public Works and the 
Renfe railway company.  

Continual improvements 
This infrastructure, which was 
highly complex technically, made 
it possible to reduce the journey 
time to Madrid by an hour and a half  
(on the Talgo 200 trains), with con-
siderable improvements in comfort, 

reliability and twice as many seats.  
It also meant that a rail network 

could be developed progressively so 
that today, in addition to those al-
ready mentioned, there are direct 
connections to places such as Tar-
ragona, Lérida, Ciudad Real and 
Cuenca, and others can be reached 
via connections.  

In January 2009, Renfe began to 
offer direct routes between Barce-
lona and Malaga, without stopping 
in Madrid, taking advantage of a rail 

‘bypass’ which meant the trains could 
continue straight on to Aragón and 
Catalonia. This new route reduced 
the travelling time to Barcelona to 
five hours and 40 minutes. The high-
speed rail services were completed 
in June 2013 with direct services to 
Valencia at weekends. 

The options for rail travel will con-
tinue to grow in the medium term. 
Tests are already being carried out on 
the Granada line, which could be-
come operative in 2018, and it will 

mean the city can be reached in just 
one hour from the Costa del Sol. Work 
is also being carried out on a new 1.9 
kilometre bypass at Almodóvar del 
Río, which will mean the journey be-
tween Andalucía’s two main cities 
will take an hour and 35 minutes.  

Every day, 46 high-speed trains 
pull into Malaga’s María Zambrano 
station. The arrival of the AVE ten 
years ago, then, was not an end; it was 
the beginning of a story which still 
has a great deal to tell.  

Anniversary ticket sales 
As part of the celebrations of the 25th 
anniversary of high-speed rail travel 
in Spain, Renfe is putting 50,000 tick-
ets on sale for 25 euros on its website 
at midnight tonight (22 December). 
The tickets are for AVE and long dis-
tance services around Spain. On pre-
vious occasions however, the offer 
has sold out in less than an hour.

Record passenger 
figures after ten 
years of high-speed 
rail travel to Malaga

The high-speed trains have revolutionised rail travel in Spain. :: SUR

Government to 
upgrade Bobadilla-
Algeciras line by 2021 

The central government’s Minis-
ter for Public Works (Fomento), 
Íñigo de la Serna, announced this 
week that the renovation of the 
Bobadilla-Algeciras railway line 
will be complete by 2021. The 
modernisation project has a 
budget of 350 million euros and 
is vital to improve freight trans-
port from the ports of Malaga and 

Algeciras.  
This is the first time that an 

end date has been offered for the 
project which has suffered delays 
and stoppages in recent years. 

The government’s commit-
ment has cleared up doubts con-
cerning the stretch between An-
tequera and Ronda. The minis-
ter’s words indicate that this line 
will receive the same treatment 
as other stretches: a renewal of 
the existing track and the addi-
tion of a third international 
gauge line as well as electrifica-
tion work.
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MALAGA. A 72-year-old Moroc-
can man considered North Africa’s 
biggest cocaine trafficker has been 
arrested after a National Police op-
eration, in conjunction with the 
Tax Agency, intercepted a tonne 
of cocaine and dismantled a traf-
ficking network operating on the 
Costa del Sol. 

The network made use of real 
estate and financial infrastructures 
to create the appearance of a genu-
ine business and dodge police and 
border controls. 

According to a National Police 

press release, the organisation, 
comprising its leader and his four 
sons and two sons-in-law,  trans-
ported cocaine from South Amer-
ica inside shipments of pineapples. 

In one shipment from Costa Rica, 
33 kilos of the drug were found con-
cealed inside the fruit in cylinders 
covered in yellow wax. 

The operation began in October 
last year and led to the arrest of 
the leader who began trafficking 
in the 1970s, transporting hashish 
around North Africa before mov-
ing to the Costa del Sol and the 
trafficking of cocaine. 

North Africa’s biggest cocaine 
trafficker held after drugs 
found concealed in pineapples

112 REPORTS

Two arrested in Marbella 
over forced prostitution 

MARBELLA 
:: H. B. A joint operation between 
police forces in Spain and Romania 
has led to the arrest of 11 people (two 
in Marbella, three in Madrid, two in 
Oviedo and four in Romania) in con-

nection with people trafficking and 
forced prostitution. 

The arrests followed 12 simulta-
neous raids on properties in both 
countries which yielded two pis-
tols, Samurai swords, top-of-the-
range vehicles and more than ten 
thousand euros. 

The group’s leader, ‘Becu’ was 
among those arrested in Romania.

Man who sold 
thousands of non-
existent PS4s arrested 

MALAGA 
::  J. CANO / J. SOTO. An Italian 
man resident in Malaga has been ar-
rested in connection with a fraud 
that claimed more than a thousand 
people as victims. 

He is alleged to have advertised 
a PlayStation 4 for sale at below 

market value (250 euros, plus 
games), but not low enough to 
arouse suspicion. Once customers 
transferred the money, the prod-
uct was never shipped. 

Following his arrest, police found 
on his seller profile that he had car-
ried out the same fraud, using the 
same product, on more than a thou-
sand people. 

A further two people were ar-
rested for allegedly helping with 
the fraud.

Cash and the group’s ledger were among items seized. :: SUR

Men responsible for 
death of homeless man at 
airport facing four years 

MALAGA 
::  J. C. Four men are facing four 
years in jail for their alleged in-
volvement in the death of Steven 
Allford at Malaga airport in Octo-
ber 2016. Allford, who was living 
at the airport, was tied up on a 
bench outside the train station and 
was found dead the next morning. 

Prosecutors are calling for four 
years on charges of involuntary man-
slaughter and degrading treatment. 

The men were identified by Fin-
nish police from a video uploaded 
to Facebook.

Psychiatric custody for  
beating and raping 
adoptive mother 

MALAGA 
:: Á. FRÍAS. A Malaga man, 40, has 
been sentenced to 11 years in a psy-
chiatric facility after being found 
guilty of beating and raping his adop-
tive mother, 76, in 2015. A few hours 
after being told to move on by 
Guardia Civil for throwing stones 
at a building, he went to his mother’s 
house and broke into her bedroom 
in the early hours, “in a state of ex-
citement”, according to the sentence. 

Due to his hebephrenic schizo-
phrenia, the man avoids prison.

Police had to open up thousands of pineapples. :: SUR
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Urbania International 
plans to build a thousand 
homes on an area of land 
covering 500,000 
square metres  

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

Developers Urbania International 
launched the first phase of  the 
Higuerón West 217 project in Fuen-
girola on Monday. 

The 250-million-euro scheme in-
volves the construction of a luxury 
apartment complex in the Higuerón 
Capellanía area in Fuengirola next to 
the Reserva del Higuerón Double-
Tree by Hilton Resort and Spa.  

The new residential project, which 
has been described as “sustainable 
and innovative”, has been designed 
by the Broadway Malyan architec-
ture and design studio. The complex 
will be surrounded by 100,000 square 
metres of nature, gardens and sports 
facilities.  

The launch of the initial phase of 
the new development was attended 
by the mayor of Fuengirola, Ana Mula, 
along with the founders and partners 
of Urbania International, Mark Far-
ber and Tomás Gasset. Mula high-
lighted the close collaboration be-
tween the town hall and Urbania that 
has enabled the project to get off the 
ground. 

“It’s a different product that is go-
ing to generate significant wealth and 
a lot of jobs. Attracting investment 
of this magnitude puts Fuengirola on 
a level with other Costa del Sol mu-
nicipalities and in a better position 
than others that haven’t got their 
planning in order,” said the mayor. 

The founding partner of Urbania 
International, Tomás Gasset, offered 
details of the project and thanked 
Fuengirola town hall for its “recep-
tiveness and understanding”. 

Gasset went on to explain that the 
firm would invest 250 million euros 
over the next four years to build 
around a thousand homes. This, he 
said, would create a thousand jobs - 
directly and indirectly. 

“One of the main differences,” he 
said, “is that this is not a development 
aimed just at foreign buyers but it is 

open to all nationalities, including 
Spanish people looking for a first resi-
dence.” 

First phase 
Further information provided by the 
firm reveals that the first phase of the 
project will include 76 apartments 
with two, three or four bedrooms 
with prices ranging from 289,000 to 
775,000 euros. Modern construction 
materials are being used, said the rep-
resentatives (“always respectful of 
the environment”), and design fea-

tures will improve the properties’ en-
ergy efficiency.  

 Higuerón West will be connected 
to the neighbouring Reserva del 
Higuerón Resort and residents will 
have access to the services and sports 
facilities, being members of the Sports 
Club and Nagomi Spa.  

The future users will also have ac-
cess to a beach club, swimming pools, 
electric vehicles, country footpaths, 
circuits for pedestrians and cyclists, 
nine restaurants, including one with 
a Michelin star, a coworking space 

and a concierge service, as well as busi-
ness premises on the complex. 

 During its 15 years in Spain, Urba-
nia International has built more than 
2,000 homes in exclusive locations 
on the Costa del Sol, and has taken 
part in the restoration of old build-
ings in Madrid, Barcelona and Malaga. 

The  firm’s most recent invest-
ments include Icon Marbella, which 
explained the firm, consists of 212 
exclusive villas in Santa Clara Golf 
(Marbella), involving an investment 
of 150 million euros.

Developers launch 250-million-euro 
residential complex in El Higuerón

Ana Mula and founders of Urbania opened the cycle track running through the complex’s green areas. :: I. G.

:: I. GELIBTER 

FUENGIROLA. Urbania Interna-
tional explained on Monday that 
Higuerón West 217 has been de-
signed by the world-renowned Brit-
ish architecture and design studio 
Broadway Malyan. 

“The properties reflect the high 

quality achieved by Urbania in ex-
clusive developments such as Icon 
Marbella. Higuerón West 217 offers 
large interior and exterior open 
spaces with terraces with sea views,” 
said the firm’s representatives. 

The final project, on 500,000 
square metres of land, includes more 

than 100,000 square metres of sus-
tainable parks, green sports facili-
ties, dog parks and picnic areas. 

The quality control part of the 
project will be in the hands of the 
prestigious engineering firm Hill 
International, better known for 
supervising the reconstruction of  
the space where the World Trade 
Center once stood in New York.  
Managing partner of Urbania In-
ternational, Mark Farber, said, 
“Higueron West 217 is a luxury, 
sustainable and innovative resi-
dential complex. It is a dynamic 
space that encourages its residents 
to lead healthier lives.”

Higuerón West: engineering 
with experience from the          
World Trade Center

FUENGIROLA
:: I. GELIBTER 

MIJAS. Mijas town hall has des-
ignated a plot of land for the con-
struction of a long-awaited resi-
dence for the elderly in Las La-
gunas. This step in turn gives the 
green light to the drawing up of 
the plans and the tender process. 
The mayor, Juan Carlos Mal-
donado, said that this future so-
cial facility was “much needed 
by the elderly in our town”. 

He added that thanks to an 
agreement with the Junta de An-
alucía the residence’s rates would 
be “affordable” and that the con-
struction work would be able to 
start at the end of 2018. 

The site reserved for the new 
care home is behind La Vega sec-
ondary school in Las Lagunas. Ac-
cording to initial plans the resi-
dence will have 200 places.

Mijas reserves 
land for the 
construction of a 
care home for           
the elderly

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. The investors behind 
a planned tower housing a luxury 
hotel in Malaga’s port area said 
this week that three hotel groups 
have expressed an interest in run-
ning the building once complete. 

Representatives of Andalusian 
Hospitality II, for the Qatari Al 
Bidda group, said while meeting 
the city’s mayor and port officials 
on Wednesday that the hotel 
chains are interested, “because 
they consider that this city is key 
in the Mediterranean and clearly 
on the up in Spain from a tour-
ism, cultural and economic point 
of view”. 

They went on to say that they 
hope the building work could be-
gin as soon as possible. The project 
has overcome some important ini-
tial planning hurdles in 2017 and 
will continue with the planning 
permission process into 2018. 

Port hotel 
investors reveal 
three hotel groups 
are interested in 
the project 
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If palm trees are not 
regularly treated, they 
are at high risk of being 
infested, say 
environmental groups  

:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

TORREMOLINOS. Environ-
mental groups have criticised Tor-
remolinos council for not acting 
fast enough when the notorious 
red palm weevil attacks palm trees.  

Following complaints from ac-
tivist organisations, such as Tor-
renatura, the town hall has carried 
out pruning work on dozens of 

palms in public areas in an effort 
to prevent the weevil from spread-
ing further. 

The red palm weevil can ini-
tially go undetected, killing a palm 
tree by eating into its trunk if 
chemical treatments aren’t ap-
plied regularly. 

 The environmentalists have also 
reminded the council about the 
need to protect the municipality’s 
palms with preventative treatment 
and, where they cannot be saved, 
to remove dead trees quickly to pre-
vent the weevils moving to other 
healthy trees. They say the council 
“takes weeks” to respond to a call 
to deal with an infected tree. 

Torremolinos criticised for 
acting ‘too slowly’ against   
the red palm weevil 

The Red Cross has called 
for donations of sleeping 
bags, mats and 
waterproofs to help the 
homeless through the cold 
temperatures this winter 

:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA. The local branch of 
the Red Cross in Marbella (Cruz Roja) 
has launched an appeal for help due 
to an increase in the numbers of 
homeless in the town. The organisa-
tion offers on-the-spot help to peo-
ple sleeping rough in the streets with 
its Intemperie programme, through 
which volunteers take aid in the form 
of food and warm clothing. 

Since the middle of October the 
number people requiring this type 
of help has doubled, to more than 
40, with no apparent explanation. 

In its appeal for help the Red Cross 
has called for donations of sleeping 
bags, sleeping mats and waterproofs, 
the items needed most urgently. Hats, 
gloves and scarves are also wanted. 

Julián García, the president of the 
Cruz Roja in Marbella, said: “We need 
warm clothes to give out to these 
people. Sleeping bags, mats and rain 
jackets. Now at Christmas, we get a 
lot of offers of food and toys, but 
bringing these other materials is a 
magnificent way to collaborate.” 

García is in permanent contact 
with the local Social Services Depart-
ment, says that the only explanation 
he can think of for the increase is the 
closure of a shelter for the homeless 
in a neighbouring province. 

The volunteers go out into the 
streets twice a week offering help to 
whoever needs it. They estimate that 
the average age of a homeless person 
in Marbella is between 45 and 50. 
However there are cases of homeless 
people over the age of 80, they say, 
who are particularly vulnerable in 
the cold weather. 

The Social Welfare Department 
has been offering eight beds in the 
África youth hostel where the Cruz 
Roja has been referring those with 
“an urgent need to sleep in a room”. 
This agreement, however came to an 
end on Monday as the hostel closed 
its doors until January. The local 
authority said an alternative location 
would be provided to fill this gap. 

“There are 40 people in the street 
right now and our aim is to provide 
a little bit of comfort while the town 

hall looks for a provisional shelter,” 
said García. 

New centre 

Meanwhile the council has said it 
will speed up plans to open a munici-
pal centre offering immediate help 
to the homeless. The new facility, lo-
cated in the former Social Services 
building in Miraflores, will open 12  
hours a day and will have an annual 
budget of 307,000 euros. The build-
ing is still waiting to be furnished 
and for an agreement to be signed 
between the town hall and the Cruz 
Roja before it can open. Its aim will 
be to help socially reintegrate those 
sleeping rough.

Emergency call for help in Marbella 
as homeless numbers increase

Cruz Roja volunteers visit a person sleeping in the street. :: J-L

Five more underage 
migrants taken into         
care  from Archidona 

ARCHIDONA 
:: FERNANDO TORRES. The Junta 
de Andalucía has taken into care a 
further five more underage mi-
grants identified among those be-
ing held at the new Archidona jail, 
in inland Malaga province. This 
brings to seven the total number 
of  Algerian children removed by 

social workers. 
Archidona’s unopened prison 

building is being used as a tempo-
rary detention centre for some 500 
illegal migrants while their cases 
and possible deportation are being 
processed. 

Trade unions and civil rights 
groups continue to protest at the 
use of the building and in support 
of migrant rights. Demonstrations 
took place both last weekend and 
on Wednesday at the gates to the      
prison.  

HERE AND THERE

Drought has hit farming.  :: S. S.

Electricity cables in Las 
Lagunas go underground 

MIJAS 
:: I. G.  Mijas council has said that 
power company Endesa has finish-
ing putting an overhead high volt-
age electricity cable underground 
in the Las Lagunas area between 
the Coín road and the Avenida de 
Andalucía area, behind Parque Mi-
ramar. The 200,000-euro work was 
in preparation for the development 
of the area that “soon will start to 
take shape”.  

Low rainfall has hit 
farmers’ sales in 2017 

MALAGA 
::  A.P.  The low rainfall levels in 
2017 have had a significant impact 
on the value of agricultural and 
farm produce sold in Malaga prov-
ince in 2017. According to Asaja, an 
industry representatives’ group, 
sales have fallen almost 11 per cent 
on 2016, which was a record year, 
to 740 million euros. This is almost 
90 million euros less income than 
last year. 

Trees have to be pruned to stop the predator spreading. :: SUR

z·   Donations  : Email the Cruz 
Roja marbella@cruzroja.es or 
call 952861688. 
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:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. The town hall in Este-
pona started work last week on the 
construction of a new athletics sta-
dium and underground car park next 
to the town’s feria showground.  

This is one of the star projects of 
the current mayor and aims to cre-
ate one of the best athletics venues 
in Andalucía on a site covering 
34,132 square metres.  

The project includes an athletics 
track over 16,500 square metres, an 
underground car park for almost a 
thousand cars and support buildings 
for sporting and cultural use cover-
ing a further 3,000 square metres. 

As well as athletics, field events 
will be able to be held there and 
there will be a normal size football 
pitch plus a half pitch for seven-a-
side matches. There will also be a 
large entrance plaza with space for 
open-air sporting events and, on the 
edge, a BMX track. All this will be 

surrounded by some 20,000 square 
metres of landscaped gardens. 

In all, the work will cost over six 
million euros, paid for out of town 
hall funds, and is expected to be fin-
ished by the end of 2018.  

Increase in original budget 
The project was originally put out 
to tender in September 2016 and 
eight companies bidded to carry out 
the work. Although one company 
from those was chosen, the final ne-
gotiations over the deal and prepa-
rations for the work forced the coun-
cil to increase the allocated budget, 
such that the work had to be put out 
to tender again. Eventually the con-
tract was awarded to a consortium 
of Bonifacio Solís and Alvac. 

Estepona mayor, José María 
García Urbano, said last week that 
the stadium complex is “one of the 
biggest projects for Estepona in this 
current council legislature and it 
will be available for a wide variety 
of uses”.  

He added that this is an impor-
tant part of the plan to consolidate 
the northern area of the town and 
complement existing facilities such 
as the fairground, the Muñoz Pé-
rez football pitch and the Felipe 
VI auditorium.

Work starts on Estepona’s new 
athletics stadium complex 

An artist’s impression of the scheme which is due for completion late next year. :: SUR

The six-million-euro 
project will also see a 
large entrance plaza, car 
park, BMW track and 
landscaped gardens built

The Cudeca Hospice held its traditional Christmas ‘Light a Light’ 
ceremony last Friday 15 December. The event was attended by 
founder and honorary president, Joan Hunt, and directors, Marisa 
Martín and Rafael Olalla. In addition to switching on the lights, Fa-
ther Christmas was present together with the choir from Sunny 
View School and the Costa Soul Singers. 

:: SUR

CUDECA LIGHTS A LIGHT

The complex, offering 
cremations and burials, 
will provide a public 
alternative to current 
services run by dog and 
cat homes 

:: FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. The public company that 
runs Malaga’s cemetery park on the 
outskirts of the city has announced 
that its plans for a special pets bur-
ial and cremation area could come 
to fruition by late next year. 

Parcemasa says it plans to offer a 

cremation service as an alternative 
to the cremation of pets provided 
by various dog and cat homes. They 
also hope to offer extra services such 
as corteges, farewell ceremonies, 
burials and rentals of niches . 

To bring their plans to life on a 
plot of 15,000 square metres, a one-
million-euro investment is needed. 
The pet cemetery will have a differ-
ent entrance to the main cemetery. 

A team of economists has carried 
out a viability study of the project, 
which still needs approval from the 
board, and has said that the invest-
ment can be recovered within 
twelve years through income from 
pet burials and other services.  

The study estimates that some 
7,500 dogs die in Malaga city each 
year and that one in three owners 
would be interested in using the 
new pet cemetery’s services. The 
business plan states that prices will 
start at 140 euros for a cremation 
and 150 for a shared grave. 

Malaga’s planned new pet cemetery 
‘to open by the end of 2019’ 

Plans say it will cost 140 euros to cremate a dog or cat. :: SUR
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Sting is the first 
international artist to 
confirm and well-known 
national names already 
on the bill also include 
Sara Baras, David Bisbal 
and Pablo Alborán  

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. The Starlite Festival 
has already started warming up for 
next summer with the announce-
ment of the first acts that will be per-
forming at the six-week-long event. 

Recently festival organisers con-
firmed that the event, which has be-
come one of the most prestigious 
summer concert series in southern 
Europe, will be staying in Marbella 
for 2018. Since controversy last sum-
mer over opening hours and venue 
licences, there had been fears that 
the event would relocate somewhere 
else next summer.  

The festival will run from 12 July 
to 25 August and the first interna-
tional name of the many expected 
to confirm is Sting, who will per-
form on 19 July. 

So far, well-known Spanish artists 

to confirm for the venue, which was 
once a hillside quarry in the Nagüe-
les area of Marbella, include Pablo 
Alborán, David Bisbal and Sara Baras.  

Tickets are on sale on the web-
site www.starlitemarbella.es

Tickets go on sale for next year’s 
Starlite as initial acts announced

:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA.  Three of Marbella’s 
beaches are to have equipment 
installed to enable members of 
the public to help save lives in an 
emergency at any time of year, 
even with no lifeguard on duty. 

The devices, known as ‘puntos 
naranjas’ (orange points) for their 
high-visibility colour, consist of 
a harness linked to a rescue sling 
or float and tied to a cable some 
400 metres long. The mechanism 
allows the person being saved and 
the rescuer to be winched in, sav-
ing time and energy. 

The large orange boxes placed 
on the beach also automatically 
call emergency services once they 
are activated. They will be in-
stalled on La Venus, Cabopino 
and San Pedro beaches. 

Some other Spanish beach re-
sorts now also have the devices.

Three beaches in 
Marbella to get 
rescue equipment 
to help save lives 
year-round 

:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. Following reports of ani-
mal cruelty in the village of Lucena 
del Puerto, near Huelva, the Guardia 
Civil’s environment protection unit, 
Seprona, discovered 28 abnormally 
thin and weak horses. It is claimed 
that the owner was not feeding the 
horses nor had they any sort of shel-
ter or veterinary care.  

The police sought a court order 
and a veterinary inspection was or-
dered, which confirmed that all of 
the horses were in extremely bad 
condition. The vets claimed that 
there were 12 horses with visible 
bones and no muscle tone. 

The courts authorised the removal 
of the horses and the owner will now 
be processed for animal cruelty and 
for denying veterinary assistance.  

The Andalusian Rescue Centre 
for Horses in Alhaurin El Grande 
(ARCH) was only able to take two 
since their paddocks are already filled 
to capacity. Ten were taken to Cab-

allos Luna, a horse rescue centre 
close to Seville, but one of the weak-
est mares had to be put down. The 
authorities are still seeking refuge 
for the other 16 horses. 

Starved horses rescued in 
Huelva recover at Alhaurín   
el Grande shelter

HERE AND THERE

Go-ahead for 70m refit 
and partial demolition 
of old Don Miguel hotel  

MARBELLA 
:: H.B. The council in Marbella has 
given approval for Magda Hotels, 
the new owner of the old Don 
Miguel hotel, to carry out partial 
demolition work to some build-
ings that don’t form part of its 70-
million-euro project to relaunch 
the landmark hotel behind the 
town. The hotel is due to reopen  
as a Club  Med resort in spring 
2019, creating 300 new jobs. 

The old Don Miguel. :: SUR

New boutique hotel 
opens in Marbella in  
old Casa Club villa 

MARBELLA 
::  SUR. The Avantum group has 
launched its new boutique hotel, 
which will open to the public on 
December 27.  The 11-bedroom 
hotel, called The Touch Puerto 
Banús, is in the old Casa Club Mar-
bella building, a villa built in 1960 
in the Cortijo Blanco area towards 

San Pedro. It is targeted at higher-
end guests. 

The hotel aims to personalise 
its service and will not have a re-
ceptionist. Instead each guest will 
be allocated their own, personal 
host to look after them. 

Prices start from 140 euros a 
night in low season, rising to 
1,500 a night for the best rooms 
in high season. 

Avantum also runs luxury holi-
day apartments in the Marbella 
area.

Marijuana plantation 
found in villa in         
Sierra Blanca 

MARBELLA 
::  SUR. Police have uncovered a 
marijuana plantation inside an 
empty luxury villa on the Mira-
dor de Sierra Blanca estate in Mar-
bella. A 43-year-old Serbian man 
has been arrested on drug offences 
and 1,250 plants destroyed. Neigh-
bours had reported a strong smell 
and the whirring noise of motors 
coming from the villa.   

Fire breaks out on La 
Resinera finca in 
Benahavís 

BENAHAVÍS 
:: SUR. Fire broke out on Tuesday 
in the Finca La Resinera rural es-
tate near Benahavís.  Emergency 
services were called at 7.45am. In 
total, 85 firefighters from the In-
foca forest fire team were on the 
rugged site though the day. By eve-
ning it was  under control.  The es-
tate was once owned by the ex Lib-
yan dictator, Colonel Gaddafi.

Recovering in Alhaurín. :: J-L

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA.  Carlos Fernán-
dez, the former Marbella coun-
cillor wanted in Spain in con-
nection with the Malaya cor-
ruption scandal and other 
charges, was told yesterday that 
a court in Argentina has allowed 
him to be extradited.   

Fernández fled Spain in June 
2006 as the wide-reaching cor-
ruption scandal was breaking 
and evaded detection and arrest 
until September this year. 

The Spanish authorities had 
asked for extradition on six 
charges, however in the end the 
Argentinian judge only consid-
ered one linked to another cor-
ruption case at Marbella town 
hall called Saqueo 2. He said the 
other charges had expired. 

The decision can be appealed.  

Argentinian court 
decides that 
former councillor 
can be returned 
to Spain for trial

Sting. :: AP Pablo Alborán. :: SUR David Bisbal. :: SUR
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The project will 
incorporate 10,000 
square metres and 
involves an investment of 
2.5 million euros   

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. After two years 
of delays, work is to finally begin on 
the pedestrianisation of the Plaza 
Costa del Sol in Torremolinos. 

The town hall has announced that 
the renovation of the centre, which 
has been closed to traffic since De-
cember 2015, and the Avenida Palma 
de Mallorca will start on Monday 8 
January 2018.  

The council was given the green 
light after the Junta de Andalucía re-
cently approved the town’s updated 
urban development plan (PGOU). 

The project involves an invest-
ment of 2.5 million euros and will 
run in two phases, the first from Janu-
ary until May. The second phase will 
begin in September and should be 
completed by December 2018.  

The renovations will be overseen 
by architect Salvador Moreno Per-
alta and involves the transformation 
of more than 10,000 square metres. 
This will incorporate parts of Calle 
de la Cruz, Calle Hoyo, Avenida Isa-
bel Manoja and Calle Marqués de 
Salamanca.  

The mayor of Torremolinos, José 
Ortiz, explained that the centre of 
the town will be transformed into a 
“grand boulevard”.  

“This is the first step in transform-
ing Torremolinos into an innovative, 
avant-garde town, giving it a new 
image of cultural importance. This 
will be the biggest change the town 
has seen since the 1960s,” the mayor 
stressed. 

The construction of the new boule-
vard is only the first step of transfor-
mation of the centre of Torremoli-
nos. Throughout 2018 other renova-
tion work will take place in Plaza La 
Nogalera, Cuesta del Tajo, Calle del 
Peligro and the Pimental Tower.   

 Grand transformation 

The emblematic Barrabino mansion 
will gain prominence as the central 
focus of the Plaza Costa del Sol. The 
former residence of Maria Barrabino 
- remembered as one of the town’s 

most charitable people - was pur-
chased by the Torremolinos town 
hall in September and the grand pa-
latial home will now be renovated 
and turned into a cultural, artistic 
and exhibition centre. The grounds 
of the house will be opened to cre-
ate an avant-garde style plaza com-
plete, with an open-air theatre em-
bellished with several bronze sculp-
tures by Elena Laverón. 

The Plaza Costa del Sol will in-
clude an emblematic pergola, shaded 
green areas, ponds, fountains and 
water features. 

Pedestrianisation work in 
Torremolinos to begin in January

:: T. B. 
TORREMOLINOS. The social 
services department of Torremo-
linos town hall has joined forces 
with the Benalmádena-based as-
sociation of families of patients 
with Alzheimer’s (AFAB), in or-
der help improve the quality of 
life of those affected by the dis-
ease. The town hall has given a 
grant of 5,000 euros to assist with 
the daily cost of counselling, 
medical assistance and the gen-

eral running of AFAB day centre 
in Arroyo de la Miel.  

Torremolinos councillor for so-
cial services, Pedro Pérez, said,  
“There are 15,300 people over the 
age of 60 in Torremolinos, almost 
23 per cent of the population. If we 
consider the influence of the dis-
ease in this age group we can say 
that there may be more than 1,000 
people affected by the disease.”  

Maricruz Azuaga Ruiz, presi-
dent of AFAB, pointed out that 
by 2050 the amount of people af-
fected by the disease will triple. 
She also suggested that Alz-
heimer’s will begin affecting 
younger people. 

Torremolinos does not have a 
day centre that specialises in de-
mentia, so the town hall provides 
transport for patients to visit the 
facility in Benalmádena. 

Council donates 
5,000 euros to the 
AFAB Alzheimer’s 
centre in 
Benalmádena

An artist’s impression of the new Plaza Costa del Sol . :: SUR :: T. BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. The centre of 
Torremolinos was overrun with 
Santa Clauses last weekend, al-
though they were not riding in 
open sleighs, but on motorcycles 
of all makes and sizes.    

In an event organised by local 
motorcycle club, Komando Ami-
moto, and Torremolinos town hall, 
more than one hundred bikers 
dressed as Santa took part in the 
third edition of the Toy Run Soli-

dario. The motorcycle cavalcade 
began in the Plaza La Nogalera and 
continued through the streets of 
Torremolinos in order to collect 
toys to be distributed among sev-
eral associations and foundations 
that offer support to local under-
privileged families.  

The red-and-white-clad convoy 
visited shops and outlets, collect-
ing more than 300 toys and games 
destined for children in danger of 
social exclusion.

A hundred biker Santas  
ride into town bearing gifts

Work on the new 
train station will start 
early next year 

The Town hall has announced 
that the work to make the train 
station in Plaza La Nogalera 
more accessible will now go 
ahead as planned, although a lit-
tle later than originally in-
tended. 

Following a period of uncer-
tainty, rail company Renfe has 
confirmed that, although the 
work will not begin in January, 
the new station, which will cost 

7.5 million euros, should be 
complete by the end of 2018.  
The planned works will result in 
the comprehensive renovation 
of its existing facilities and will 
make them fully accessible to 
people with reduced mobility. 

Torremolinos is one of the 
few stations which still fail to 
comply with accessibility stan-
dards in Andalucía, despite regis-
tering an average of more than 
6,000 passengers a day. The esca-
lator is only operational for peo-
ple leaving the station, despite 
repeated requests for the station 
to be modernised to allow easier 
access.

More than 100 bikers dressed as Santa for the Toy Run. :: T.B.

Sculpture by Elena Laverón. :: A. G.
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More than 40,000 
visitors attended the 
annual event, which 
always takes place on the 
Sunday before Christmas 

:: J. RHODES / E. CABEZAS 

TORROX. Torrox’s annual fiesta de 
las migas was enjoyed by over 40,000 
people, according to the town hall. 
The festival, which took place in Tor-
rox Pueblo last Sunday, offered glu-
ten-free migas for the first time ever. 
According to organisers, more than 
300 people asked for this alternative.  

Francisco Domínguez Azuaga, who 
was in charge of cooking the gluten-
free migas, said that the flour used 
for them was “more difficult to cook” 
than normal migas, which are tradi-
tionally made with breadcrumbs.   

Both the gluten-free and normal 
migas were served with the typical 
‘arriera’ salad, comprising oranges, ol-
ives, tomatoes, onions and cod. In to-
tal 1,600 litres of local sweet wine 

were also consumed. 
Mary and Paul Page who live near 

Torrox and are originally from Kent 
said, “This is the third year we have 
been. It’s a very good event and the 
town hall put it on for free.” 

As well as the migas tasting there 
was dancing, music and stalls selling 
handicrafts as well as local produce 
such as wine and olive oil.

Torrox Migas festival includes 
gluten-free option for the first time

More than 40,000 attended this year’s festival. :: E. C.

HERE AND THERE

Long-awaited fire 
station set to open                   
in January 2018 

NERJA 
:: J. RHODES. Mayor of Nerja, Rosa 
Arrabal, along with councillors and 
representatives from Malaga prov-
ince’s Diputación signed off the 

completed work to the town’s fire 
station on Tuesday. The service, 
which will cover Nerja, Frigiliana 
and Torrox, is expected to start op-
erating in January 2018 after two 
and a half years of delays. There have 
been regular protests in Nerja over 
the delays and posters and signs have 
been a feature on the closed gates 
to the station for some time.

TROPS set to open up 
HQ on the Algarve 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 
:: A. P. Tropical fruit giant, TROPS, 
which has its headquarters in Tra-
piche, north of Vélez-Málaga, is set 
to open its first operation outside 
Spain. The company has chosen the 
town of Tavira on the Algarve in Por-
tugal, as avocado production there 
is successful. According to TROPS 
manager, Enrique Colilles, there is 
“no shortage of water” in the area, 
unlike in Malaga.

Reward for information 
on mutilated baby goat 

BENAGALBÓN 
::  E. C. A resident of Benagalbón 
whose baby goat had its four hooves 
cut off has offered a 500-euro re-
ward for “trustworthy information” 
about who was behind the crime. 
Francisco Javier Jiménez explained 
to SUR on Monday that he had 
bought the goat, which was just two 
months old, as a pet for his two chil-
dren. “I bought the kid in Colmenar 
a month ago as a pet beacuse my 
children love animals,” he explained. 
The goat had to be put down.

New flea bite cases 
despite council’s claim 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 
:: E. C. Parents and teachers of the 
Reñidero primary school in Vélez-
Málaga continue to complain that 
pupils are suffering from flea bites, 
although the town hall insists that 
the problem has been solved. They 
say that more than 30 new cases 
were reported last week despite 
claims by the council that classrooms 
have been “thoroughly disinfected” 
and the plot of land next to the 
school has also been treated.

The baby goat. :: SUR

Rosa Arrabal and others at the fire station on Tuesday. :: SUR

Lieuwke Loth’s ‘Eternity’ sculpture 
received the highest number of 
votes at the Arts Society Nerja’s 
recent Jubilee Exhibition which 
was held at the town’s cultural 
centre. The exhibition formed part 
of celebrations to mark both 50 
years of the Arts Society and 25 
years of the Nerja branch. The 
sculpture, along with 10 others, 
will be sent to London for the in-
ternational society’s 50th anniver-
sary exhibition in 2018. 

LOCAL ARTIST TO 

EXHIBIT WORK 

FOR ARTS SOCIETY 

ANNIVERSARY

:: SUR

The gluten-free option. :: J. R.
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::RACHEL ARMSTRONG 

MARBELLA. Local real estate 
agent Marianne Steneholm took 
some time off from selling luxury 
properties in Marbella last month 
to visit Nepal and see how money 
she has raised will be used to help 
child and women victims of hu-
man trafficking. 

Marianne has raised 48,626€ so 
far this year in aid of Maiti Nepal 
through various charity events and 
fundraisers. She now hopes some 
Christmas donations will help her 
reach, and even exceed, her target 
of 50,000€. 

Maiti Nepal is a non-profit or-
ganisation dedicated to protecting 
girls and women from crimes such 
as trafficking and various forms of 
exploitation and torture. 

The money raised has been used 
for various necessities at the refuge 
including new carpets and mat-
tresses as well as nappies and sani-
tary pads. It has also gone towards 
electricity and water bills and re-
pairs of hot water systems that had 
broken and caused leaks around the 
shelter. 

Travelling with her sister and 
two friends, Marianne took suit-
cases vacuum-packed full of nearly 
300 soft toys which the Swedish 

school in Marbella had helped to 
collect. 

“To meet all the children after 
working so hard through this year 
was beautiful,” said Marianne. “We 
were made to feel so welcome at 
Maiti Nepal. The shelter headquar-

ters in Kathmandu is such a nice 
place, full of love and care. The 
children have a great future there 
and are being well taken care of.” 

One little girl in particular stole 
the fundraiser’s heart straight away: 
four-year-old Katyeni. “From the 

very first day she came and wanted 
to sit with me,” Marianne said. “Al-
ways laughing and smiling, she has 
such a beautiful aura around her.” 

The Swedish real estate agent has 
sponsored Katyeni which covers 
her living expenses and school fees 
for the year. As she hasn’t started 
school yet, the additional money 
will be used to pay for extra medi-
cal care. 

“Katyeni was almost starved to 
death as a baby and is therefore 
very small and in need of lots of 
supplements and additional sup-
port to grow into the size she 
should be at the age of four,” Mari-
anne explained. 

Many people in Nepal have not 
been able to rebuild what was de-
stroyed in the 2015 earthquake and 
some remote villages that they vis-
ited have no water, heating or toi-
lets. She has found sponsors for five 
children so far and is encouraging 
others to get involved as well. 

Describing the trip to Nepal as 
“the journey of a lifetime”, Mari-
anne admitted it has had a “huge 
impact” on her outlook on life, 

teaching her “to appreciate life 
and be more careful”. She said: 
“Many of these women and chil-
dren have such real smiles and 
are so loving and caring. They 
have very little and they still give 

100% - I find that so impressive.” 

Some of the children with their soft toys. :: SUR

A Marbella estate agent has been to meet children she has been raising money to help

Following the funds to Nepal
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Marianne and 
Katyeni. :: SUR

z·   More information  : 
acmariannes@gmail.com or visit 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfundi
ng/mariannesteneholm
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LEGAL ADVICE

REF. R.E.T.  
Three years ago I divorced my 
husband, with whom I have 
two children. After a long 
struggle at Court, with my 
husband rejecting all my re-
quests, the judge established 
visiting arrangements so that 
my husband could see the chil-
dren. I have never opposed to 
these arrangements and I fa-
cilitate them as much as I can, 

but he has his own interpreta-
tion of the visiting times, and 
comes whenever he wants. If 
there is a weekend when he 
has to be with them, but he de-
cides to go on a trip with his 
new partner instead, he does 
not turn up. Up to now I did 
not care much about this, but I 
am fed up of never knowing if 
he is going to come or not. Is 
there anything that I can do to 
change this situation? 
 
Visiting rights are indeed a right 
but they are also an obligation. 
The main aim is to cover the 
emotional and educational 
needs of the children and there-
fore the primary interest is the 
children’s interest. Visiting 
rights can only be limited or 
cancelled if there are serious cir-
cumstances indicating that 
those measures are advisable. 
Therefore, if you consider that 
your ex-husband’s behaviour af-
fects your children seriously, 
you can ask the court for the 
modification of visiting rights. 

REF. L.U.Z.  
I am forty, single and have 
been living for several years 
in Spain. I have delayed my 
desire to have a child for sev-
eral years, as my partner was 
not sure if he wanted to have 
children. This has been the 
main cause of our breakup, 
as due to my age I could not 
continue waiting for him to 
decide. I have put a lot of 
thought into the issue, and 
although I have considered 
adoption, I prefer to enter 
IVF treatment to have a 
child. Can I proceed even if I 
am not married and have no 
partner? 
 
Of course you can, Spanish 
law allows it. The NHS will 
not cover this kind of ex-
penses unless the woman is 
infertile. Maternity is a legally 
recognised right, and it is not 
necessary to be married or 
have a partner, so you can use 
this technology even if you 
are single.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

:: SUR 

MALAGA. British prime minister 
Theresa May has told UK nation-
als living in the EU that the agree-
ment the UK Government and the 
European Commission published 
on 8 December “guarantees that 
[their] rights as residents in the 
EU will be protected in the With-
drawal Agreement”. 

“You can have certainty that you 
will be able to receive healthcare 
rights, pension and other benefits 
provisions as you do today. You can 
also benefit from existing rules for 
past and future social security con-
tributions,” said May in a message 

published on Facebook on Tuesday 
afternoon. 

“While I hope this agreement will 
bring you some reassurance, I know 
there are a few important issues that 
have yet to be concluded,” said the 
PM, referring to the ability of UK 
nationals living in the EU to retain 
certain rights if they move within 
the EU. 

“We will continue to raise these 
issues with the EU in the New Year,” 
added May, finishing by wishing all 
UK nationals in the EU and their 
families a happy Christmas. 

See surinenglish.com for a link 
to the full message.

British PM reassures expats 
that their “rights as residents 
in the EU will be protected”

Pro-EU demonstrators in London on Thursday. :: AFP
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NEWS20 GIBRALTAR

 High Commissioner of 
Australia visits the Rock 

GIBRALTAR 
::D.B. The High Commissioner 
of Australia to the United King-
dom, His Excellency the Hon Al-
exander Downer, came to Gibral-
tar on a fact-finding visit earlier 
this week. He had a number of 
briefings and working meetings 
on a wide range of subjects, in-
cluding Brexit, future trade and 
the economy, and attended an 
official dinner to which the Aus-
tralian expat community in Gi-
braltar was also invited. 

IN BRIEF

Fascinating National 
Archive film series 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. The 2018 Gibraltar National 
Archive Film Night Series will 
begin on 17 January at 6pm at the 
university. The event is free of 
charge, although it is necessary 
to register in advance by email-
ing archives@gibraltar.gov.gi or 
by phoning 200 79461.  

After a 15-minute vintage Gi-
braltar photo movie, the audi-
ence can see ‘Gibraltar: Honour-
ing a Generation’, about the 
evacuation, ‘The Clue of the Miss-
ing Ape’, and then an interview.

Botanic Garden tour 
programme 2018 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. The programme for the 
2018 guided tours of the Botanic 
Gardens has just been an-
nounced. These fascinating tours 
will take place on 27 January, 
24 February, 24 March, 28 April, 
26 May, 23 June, 21 July, 25 
August, 22 September, 27 Oc-
tober and 24 November. All 
these dates are Saturdays. Adult 
tickets cost £5, and there is no 
charge for children. All the tours 
will start at 10.30am from the 
George Don Gates.

:: D. BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The cardiac reha-
bilitation centre at St Bernard’s 
hospital has been completely mod-
ernised, with new gym equipment 
and a fully integrated audio-vis-
ual system to provide music dur-
ing exercise sessions and support 
education, mindfulness and re-
laxation needs. 

The unit is designed to create 
an optimal, healing environment 
for patients with cardiopulmon-
ary problems or those classifed as 
high risk. It has been named after 
the late Mr Lionel Perez, who was 
chairman of the Cardiac Rehabili-
tation Support Group, in recogni-
tion of his voluntary services.   

Neil Costa, Gibraltar’s Minister 
of Health, opened the unit earlier 
this week and described it as im-
pressive. “It has refreshed a vital 
clinical service, which will bene-
fit our cardiac patients and will 
prove pivotal in our continued 
drive to improve and modernise 
the health services which we pro-
vide to our community, he said.

Enhanced cardiac 
rehabilitation 
centre at St 
Bernard’s 
hospital

Speaking in response to  
the EU’s latest 
negotiating guidelines, 
Theresa May insisted that  
Gibraltar will not be 
sidelined in the Brexit 
transition period  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Clause 24 of the EU’s 
negotiating headlines raised its ugly 
head again this week, causing ten-
sion in Gibraltar and between the 
UK and the European Union, and 
leading British prime minister 
Theresa May to reiterate in the 
House of Commons that Gibraltar 
has her full support and will not 
be left out of negotiations for the 
transition period of Brexit. 

Clause 24 caused shock back in 
April, when it effectively gave Spain 
a veto over any UK-EU agreements  
that relate to Gibraltar once Brit-
ain has left the EU. The clause says 
that no future agreement between 
the UK and the EU can be applied 
to Gibraltar without prior agree-
ment between Spain and the UK. 

The reason for the present con-
cern is because the EU has just pub-
lished its negotiating guidelines 
for the next phase of the Brexit 
talks, and these once again refer 
to Clause 24.  

The UK and Gibraltar govern-
ments consider that any arrange-
ments for Britain’s transition pe-
riod automatically include Gibral-
tar, because Brexit will not yet have 
happened, but Spain appears to be 
putting pressure on the EU to spe-
cifically apply Clause 24 to these 
negotiations as well.  

In response to a question put to 
her by the DUP’s Sir Jeffrey Don-
aldson, May reiterated comments 
she had made on Monday regard-
ing Gibraltar and the Brexit nego-
tiations.  

“We and the EU have been clear 

that Gibraltar is covered by the 
withdrawal agreement and our Ar-
ticle 50 exit negotiations,” she said. 
“As we negotiate this, we will be 
negotiating to ensure that the re-
lationships are there for Gibraltar 
as well. We are not going to exclude 
Gibraltar from our negotiations for 
either the implementation period 
or the future agreement.”  

The Gibraltar government was 
quick to respond to the news, accus-
ing Spain of “negative motivation” 
and “outright bad faith”. Deputy 
chief minister Dr Joseph Garcia said: 
“Spain has absolutely nothing to 

gain by this. Current and future Span-
ish workers have nothing to gain by 
this and the uncertainty created by 
their government as a result. Indeed, 
the European Union itself has noth-
ing to gain by this. All that they have 
done is slap in the face a small com-
munity that voted by 96% to remain 
in the European Union. Moreover, 
the purported veto is not even in the 
interests of Spain itself or of the 
many thousands of Spanish and 
other EU nationals who live in Spain 
and work in Gibraltar.” 

It should be noted that these are 
proposed guidelines from the EU re-
garding the next stage of talks, so 
nothing is set in stone. However, 
when asked about the application 
of Clause 24 to the transition period, 
EU negotiator Michel Barnier indi-
cated that “the spirit of April’s guide-
lines is reaffirmed on this particu-
lar point in the document agreed   
today.”

UK confirms support for Gibraltar 
as Spain pushes for further veto

May addressing the National Day crowds by video this year. :: SUR

The official opening. :: SUR

“The European Union itself 
has nothing to gain from 
this,” insists deputy chief 
minister Joseph Garcia
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I
’m writing this column on 
Thursday, as Catalans vote for 
their next government in an 
election called for by Mariano 

Rajoy last month. In normal cir-
cumstances, it would be a tricky 
piece to write, because I know 
that these words will be pub-
lished tomorrow, when the result 
is known; yet I must write them 
today, while the outcome is still 
in the future.  

We’re not living in normal cir-
cumstances, though - we’re living 
in Spain at the close of 2017. I can 
therefore say with certainty that 
whether the majority of Catalans 
voted for anti or pro-independ-
ence parties yesterday, or whether 
the election eventually results in a 
hung parliament, there is no end 
in sight to the Catalonia debacle. 

At the time of writing, polls 
indicate that the vote is evenly 
split between pro and anti-inde-
pendence parties and that both 
sides will struggle to gain a par-

liamentary majority if victori-
ous. In other words, the Catalo-
nia saga is about to reach new 
heights of complexity and, po-
tentially, animosity. 

As a result, the Bank of Spain is 
erring on the side of caution in its 
analysis of the Spanish economy’s 
medium-term future. According 
to its latest predictions, which 
were released a few days before 
yesterday’s election, Spain’s GDP 
growth next year will be 2.4%, 
down from an original forecast of 
2.5%; the bank also lowered its 
projection or 2019, from 2.2% to 
2.1%. These slight downward ad-
justments were made because of 
uncertainty surrounding the 
Catalonia situation. 

Even if secessionist parties 
form a government after yester-
day’s vote, they will still disagree 
on how to proceed in talks with 
Madrid. Esquerra, the largest pro-
independence party, favours drop-
ping the campaign for outright in-

dependence and negotiating with 
Rajoy instead. The anarchist-com-
munist party CUP, meanwhile, 
continues to support a full split 
from Spain. 

Pro-independence feeling in 
Catalonia has undoubtedly been 
increased by Rajoy’s ham-fisted 
attempts to quash the secession-
ist project since October 1st: it 
will not simply disappear if anti-
independence parties form an ad-
ministration following yester-
day’s election. But that’s assum-
ing they even get that far, which 
is by no means a given. 

Centrist newcomer Ciudadanos 
looks set to become the strongest 
anti-secession force in Catalonia, 
yet it requires the backing of other 
parties to lead the region’s next 
government. It can forget the sup-
port of the leftist Catalunya en 
Comú Podem, a party that’s am-
bivalent about independence but 
steadfastly anti-Ciudadanos. This 
may make kingmakers of the re-
gion’s Socialists, who are anti-in-
dependence but have their differ-
ences with Ciudadanos.  

So whichever way yesterday’s 
vote plays out, it looks like we’re 
in for a miniature version of the 
Spanish general election in De-
cember 2015, which left Spain 
without a government for ten 
months. Indeed, the farce that 
was Spanish politics last year 
showed us that, in present day 
Spain, elections create more prob-
lems than they solve. 

NO END                             
IN SIGHT

MARK  
NAYLER

 markanayler@gmail.com 

FOCUS ON FINANCE

The move is in line with 
EU recommendations 
and the government 
aims to give further  
rises up to 2020  

:: LUCÍA PALACIOS 

MADRID. More than half a million 
workers in Spain on the minimum 
wage will see their pay packets go 
up by 4 per cent in January. 

Government, trade unions and 
representatives of  business have an-
nounced that they have reached an 
agreement whereby 533,978 people, 
some 3.5 per cent of those paying so-
cial security, will see their salary rise. 
It will go up from 707 euros to 736 
euros, (where paid in twelve monthly 
payments plus two equivalent 
monthly payments in July and De-
cember, as is common in Spain). 

Explaining the changes on Tues-
day, Minister  for Employment, 
Fátima Báñez, also said that the plan 
was to increase this amount in stages 
to 850 euros (where paid in 14 pay-
ments across the year) by 2020. 
Sources said that the government 
is planning the biggest increase in 
2020 itself, which would be the larg-
est single hike in the minimum 
wage in a year since 1983. 

By 2020 the minimum wage will 
have gone up by 200 euros in four 
years.  

The economy needs to grow 
The move is in line with EU recom-
mendations to set the minimum 
wage at around 60 per cent of the 
average salary. However the minis-
ter pointed out that to have funds 
to meet this requirement, the econ-
omy will need to grow by an aver-
age of 2.5 per cent a year and an av-
erage of 450,000 people extra a year  
need to find jobs and join the social 
security system. 

For the moment the agreed 2018 
figure of 736 euros, in the typical case 
of 14 payments across the year, is 
equivalent to an annual 10,302.60 
euros before tax. The minimum for 
workers on day rates instead is now 
at 34.85 euros and domestic staff 
must receive at least 5.76 an hour. 

According to data, women, for-
eign residents, unqualified person-
nel and those on temporary con-
tracts are currently the most likely 
to receive the minimum wage. Age 
is also a factor, with someone aged 
20 ten times more likely to be on 
the minimum wage than someone 
between 50 and 59 years old. 

The Canary Islands is the region 
of Spain with the highest percent-
age of minimum wage workers and 
in terms of sectors of the workforce, 
the most affected are retail, hotel 
and catering, drivers and machine 
operators. 

With the increase, the social sys-
tem will collect an extra 33.22 mil-
lion euros windfall in 2018.  

Half a million workers to benefit 
from 4% increase in minimum wage

:: J. V. A. 
MALAGA. Unicaja Banco has 
reached an agreement for an un-
disclosed sum with Axactor, a 
Norwegian company, to offload 
252 million euros’ worth of real 
estate it received when owners 
defaulted on their loans in the 
last recession. Some of the prop-
erty was acquired in 2014 from 
former savings banks in north-
ern Spain that Unicaja rescued. 

Axactor specialises in buying 
debt and distressed assets and has 
grown heavily in Spain recently. 
The company is buying 75 per 
cent shares in the property port-
folio and Malaga-based Unicaja 
is retaining the remaining 25 per 
cent. A joint company will be used 
to promote it to buyers. 

The operation is the latest part 
of Unicaja’s strategy to divest its 
problematic real estate assets. Ear-
lier this year a further 265 mil-
lion euros’ worth was sold, in-
cluding a portfolio of land in 
Malaga to developer Neinor with 
a value of 100 million euros. 

This is the second deal with 
Axacor. Last year Unicaja sold it 
almost 60,000 loan contracts that 
had defaulted on payments.

Unicaja sells 
portion of ‘toxic’ 
real estate to 
Norwegian debt 
company
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Spain waited with bated 
breath to see if pro-
independence parties 
would win enough 
regional MPs for a 
majority again or if their 
support had waned  

:: SUR 

BARCELONA. People across Cata-
lonia went to the polling stations 
for a regional election yesterday in 
what many observers were calling 
the most important vote in Spain 
in the forty years since democracy 
was restored.   

On going to press polls were just 
closing with the result seemingly 
on a knife edge and Spain waiting 
with bated breath to see whether 
pro-independence parties would 
secure a majority in the 135-seat 
regional parliament again, or the 
pro-union parties would make a 
breakthrough.  

In all 5.5 million Catalans of vot-
ing age on the electoral roll were 
called to vote, unusually for Spain 
on a working day rather than a Sun-
day. Many parents complained that 

they had had to find childcare as 
schools closed for the day. Rolling  
figures by early evening suggested 
a turnout six percentage points up 
on the last regional elections in 
2015. 

Opinion polls before the vote 
had shown the pro-Spain Ciuda-
danos party, under Inés Arrimadas, 
slightly ahead of the ERC, support-

ing an independent republic. How-
ever the final distribution of seats 
and how the seven main parties ex-
pected to win seats would pact be-
tween them was the most eagerly 
awaited news last night. 

Elections were called by Madrid 
when the regional parliament was 
dissolved in October over an illegal 
declaration of independence.  

Catalonia decides in ‘most 
important election in 40 years’

A festively decorated polling station in the town of Vic, in Barcelona province, on Thursday. :: REUTERS

Norbert Feher, known 
as ‘Igor the Russian’, is 
accused of killing two 
Guardia Civil and a 
farmworker in Aragón  

:: SUR 

MADRID. A 36-year-old former 
Serbian solider was arrested late 
last week after a series of violent 
attacks in Teruel province, Aragón. 

Following an armed attack in 
a rural area earlier this month, 
the Guardia Civil had been carry-
ing out extra searches in the prov-
ince. On Thursday last week two 

officers were shot at close range 
and a farmhand who had been 
helping the searches was found 
close by, also fatally wounded. 
Next morning, Norbert Feher was 
found sleeping by a road and ar-
rested on suspicion of the crimes.  

He carries the nickname ‘Igor 
the Russian’ and has been the sub-
ject of an arrest warrant since last 
July after violent incidents in It-
aly. In September this year Ital-
ian police asked Spain to check 
Mijas and Puerto Banús where it 
was rumoured he was hiding, but 
he was not found. He was de-
scribed as extremely dangerous 
and violent.    

Dangerous Serbian ‘killer’ 
wanted across Europe held 
in Spain after triple murder

IN BRIEF

Policeman held for 
puncturing tyres on A-7 

BARCELONA 
:: R. C. A 51-year-old policeman on 
sick leave has been held in connec-
tion with a wave of burst tyres on 
lorries driving on the A-7 motor-
way in Barcelona province. On 1 
December 13 lorries were damaged 
and four days later a further 30 had 
their tyres burst by an objects on 
the surface,  causing hold ups. 

One in five won’t buy 
Catalan this Christmas  

BARCELONA 
:: SUR. Despite campaigns to boy-
cott the region’s produce over the 
independence movement, almost 
73 per cent of people in Spain won’t 
stop buying products made in Cata-
lonia this Christmas. In a poll 20.42 
per cent however have said they 
won’t buy Catalan products, in-
cluding the traditional festive cava. 

‘Igor the Russian’ amid high security after leaving court. :: EFE

Ciudadanos’ Inés Arrimadas, narrow opinion poll leader, votes. :: REUTERS

SPAIN
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A
piece of a bus fell on my 
head last week. I realise 
that that’s probably not 
a sentence you expected 

to read when you got out of bed 
this morning but it is, nonetheless, 
entirely true.  

 There we were, five passengers 
and a driver tootling merrily along 
a country road on the outskirts of 
Malaga when - crash,bang, wallop! 
- a ceiling panel came tumbling 
down and biffed me squarely on 
the bonce. Fortunately, it was made 
of some synthetic material or other 
(bad news for the environment, 
good news for my head) and was, 
consequently, fairly light, so dam-
age was minimal.  

What did prove to be a bit dis-
combobulating on further investi-
gation though, was the size of the 
four humungous screws protrud-
ing from each corner. It might be 

going slightly too far to say they 
were each the dimensions of The 
Eiffel Tower but they weren’t far 
off, let me tell you. 

The driver half-heartedly asked 
me if I was ok but clearly had more 
important things on his mind like 
what colour Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
boots might be this weekend. An 
old woman fussed around a bit un-
til she saw there was no blood and 
so went back to her soup of letters 
puzzle thing with, I could swear, 
an expression of mild disappoint-
ment on her seasoned features. 

Meanwhile, I was left to contem-
plate the eternally fragile nature 
of our existence within an infinite 
and merciless universe, while 
chomping on a Twix which seemed 
to be a lot smaller than the ones I 
enjoyed as a child although it might 
just have been an optical illusion 
created by my bigger hands. “A cou-

ple of inches to the left and one of 
those screws would have given me 
a nasty old cut,” I thought, “and the 
driver may have got into trouble 
for not checking his vehicle more 
thoroughly and then I might have 
had to go to the hospital with a gap-
ing head wound, or concussion, or 
blind in one eye...” Prudently, I 
pulled up there sharpish before I’d 
convinced myself that I was lucky 
not to have had my head amputated 
before tea time. A vivid imagina-
tion can be a heavy burden to bear. 

Something good came of all of 
this however as I was  able to begin 
today’s column with the very best 
of sentences : “A piece of a bus fell 
on my head last week.” Perhaps 
they could use it for the opening 
line of a short story competition. 

Oh, and talking of magnificent 
phrases, here’s another - Merry 
Christmas, everyone.

Headstrong
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

I
have just taken a funeral for 
a baby boy.  What a tragedy, 
all the more poignant when 
Christians around the world 

are celebrating the birth of another 
baby boy. The two events are so 
hard to hold in the same hand.   

But both events remind me of 
the fragility and improbability of 
human life. In a universe of 100 
billion galaxies and 100 billion stars 
in each galaxy we still can’t find 
any life beyond Earth. It just means 
that all the life we have here is in-
credibly special. It took nearly ten 
billion years to evolve a sustaining 

cosmos that supports life, and then 
another four billion to evolve hu-
mankind to give birth to these two 
baby boys. God is truly an archi-
tect with extraordinary patience! 

The Christmas event, as recorded 
in John’s gospel with amazing clar-
ity, connects that immense cos-
mos creation to the most fragile 
life, born, out of wedlock, to a poor 
family camping among the ani-
mals, in an occupied country in the 
Middle East. “Through him (Jesus) 
all things were made,” says John, 
and, as if to emphasise his point, 
says “without him nothing was 

made that has been made.” 
All this life, all of it, happens be-

cause of a God of love. Christina 
Rossetti wrote: Love came down 
at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love 
divine, Love was born at Christ-
mas, star and angel gave the sign. 

When a most-loved child dies, 
love does not simply fizzle out.  
Love determinedly goes on and on 
- as if that life goes on and on.  And 
for billions of Christians across the 
world, death is simply not the end 
of either the Christmas story or of 
our story.  Indeed, why should it 
be - given the investment of God 
in getting us up and running in the 
first place. 

Life matters because it is so rare 
and so amazing. Life matters be-
cause it is a gift where love can hap-
pen. And in a world where life is 
cheap and national leaders make 
decisions that bring pain and grief 
rather than hope and joy, we need 
the love of that baby boy who came 
down at Christmas to live on and 
on and on. 

A season of love
REVD ADRIAN LOW 

ANGLICAN CHAPLAIN, COSTA DEL SOL WEST

IDÍGORAS

Dignity forty years on 

I read with interest the article 
by Sr Castillo about dignity and 
Andalucía (SUR in English De-
cember 8th).  

As an outsider who has lived 
here for eighteen years I have 
observed many things which 

contradict this whole 
idea. Face it. When 
many politicians and 
lawyers have jail time 
on their CV and get 
out and then carry on 

in their chosen field it does seem 
a little strange.  

When articles every summer 
say Nerja has blue flags for clean 
beaches and the next page talks 
about the proposed site for their  
sewage treatment plant one has 
to wonder.  

Construction slows down so 
architects are getting paid to per-
form energy assessments on vil-
lage houses; the doors and win-
dows do not fit and there is no 
insulation so what is the point?   

Families who can afford to 
rent a house and spend money 

in the bars and shops would not 
be here if they all had to stay in 
a hotel and eat in restaurants.   

Next we hear there are strict 
rules about air conditioning, and 
a myriad of other costs if you 
want to rent out a private house.  

The man in the street is fine, 
nice, friendly and helpful but 
much higher up the social scale 
and it all goes pear-shaped.  

Dignity will, I fear, not be 
achieved in my lifetime.  
  
MIKE LINCE 

TORROX 

Food for thought 

I loved the pictures of all the 
shellfish in last week’s edition 
of SUR in English. It’s incredi-
ble how much people are wil-
lign to pay for a special delicacy  
on their table at Christmas time. 
Perhaps we should spend just 
half as much on ‘gambas’ and 
donate the other half to the lo-
cal soup kitchen. 
J. KYLE 

BY EMAIL
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I don‛t know if that‛s 
the star we‛re meant 

to be following or 
Malaga‛s Christmas 

lights

We‛d better not make a 
mistake... we‛re                

foreigners here, you 
know. They might send 

us to the detention        
centre in Archidona jail 

I
t was impossible not to be 
moved by the last carol sung at 
the Lux Mundi carol service in 
Torre del Mar last Saturday: Si-

lent Night. Noche de Paz in Spanish 
and Stille Nacht in German. The words 
were put up on giant screens in all 
three languages so that the congre-
gation could sing in whichever lan-
guage they were most comfortable 
with - and all three if they wished.  

First it was sung in English, then 
Spanish, then German, with a repeat 
of the first verse in all three languages 
at that same time. The result was a 
harmonious union of nationalities, 
all at peace with each other under 
one roof.  

It would have been interesting to 
do a straw poll to see how many peo-
ple at the service were reminded of 
Christmas Day 1914 when German 
and British soldiers held a temporary 

ceasefire during World War One, 
played football and sang Silent Night 
together. However, Basil Fawlty whis-
pered “Don’t mention the war” in 
my ear so I shook hands or gave two 
kisses to the Austrian lady to my left 
and my Danish friend on my right 
and went home.  

It still left a bitter taste though, 
that more than 100 years after that 
historic ceasefire and another war not 
long after, many in Britain still wish 
to have an uneasy relationship with 
their European neighbours and we, 
particularly those of us in Spain, are 
still unsettled by what Brexit will 
deliver.  

We are reminded though, 
through moments like that last 
carol on Saturday evening, that 
Germans, British and other Euro-
peans live in peace and can sing Si-
lent Night together 103 years later. 

United in peace
JENNIE RHODES
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Most people will know 
the words to at least one 
Christmas carol, even if 
they last sang them 
during secondary school 
morning assembly  

MALAGA. Christmas is the season 
to deck our halls with boughs of 
holly and don our gay apparel, ac-
cording to one popular Christmas 
carol, while others tell us that, un-
like many festive traditions, man 
will live forever more because of 
Christmas day. 

Many aspects of the stereotypi-
cal Dickensian Christmas have vir-
tually disappeared over the years, 
including Yule logs, eggnog, ghost 
stories and the tradition of carol 
singing.  

Although a great majority of us 
may never actually visit a church 
over the holiday season, most peo-
ple will know the words to at least 
one Christmas carol, even if the last 
time they sang them was during sec-
ondary school morning assembly. 

Carols were first sung in Europe 
thousands of years ago, although 
they were pagan songs usually sung 
during the Winter Solstice. The word 
‘carol’ actually means to dance 
around a circle, or a song of praise 
and joy. Originally, they could be 
performed during all four seasons, 
although they would eventually 
only be associated with Christmas. 

Early Christians replaced the pa-
gan solstice celebrations with Christ-
mas and Christian songs replaced 

the pagan ones.  
In the 9th and 10th centuries, 

Christmas Prose was introduced to 
monasteries in Northern Europe 
and in the 12th century, a Parisian 
monk named Adam of St Victor be-
gan to derive music from popular 
songs, introducing something closer 
to what would become the tradi-
tional Christmas carol. 

The Christmas carol started to 
gain popularity in 1223, when Fran-
cis of Assisi began producing his Na-
tivity plays in Italy. These plays in-
cluded songs that told the story of 
Christ’s birth and these new carols 
spread to France, Germany, Spain 
and other European countries. 

These early carols were seen as 
entertaining rather than religious. 
They were usually sung in homes 
or by travelling minstrels, but never 
in churches. The singing of carols in 
churches in England is thought to 
have first begun in Truro cathedral, 
Cornwall, on Christmas Eve in 1880.  

Traditionally, carols were usually 
based on medieval chord patterns 
and it is this that gives them their 
uniquely characteristic musical 

sound. Some carols, like ‘Good King 
Wenceslas’ and ‘The Holly and the 
Ivy’, can be traced directly back to 
the Middle Ages and are among the 
oldest musical compositions still 
regularly sung. 

Christmas carols in English first 
appeared in 1426 and many carols 

that have gained popularity today 
were first printed in ‘Piae Cantio-
nes’, a collection of late Medieval 
Latin songs which was first published 
in 1582. Early forms of carols such 
as ‘Christ Was Born on Christmas 
Day’, ‘Good Christian Men Rejoice’ 
and ‘Good King Wenceslas’ can be 
found in this book. 

Good King Wenceslas 
Good King Wenceslas tells a story 
of a Bohemian king who, braving 
harsh winter weather, embarked on 
a journey to give alms to a poor peas-
ant on 26 December – The Feast of 
Stephen. English hymn writer, John 
Mason Neale, wrote the lyrics to 

the carol and it first appeared in ‘Car-
ols for Christmas Tide’ in 1853. 
Neale’s lyrics were set to the mel-
ody of a 13th-century Finnish carol 
called ‘The Time is Near for Flower-
ing’, first published in 1582. 

When Oliver Cromwell and the 
Puritans came to power in England 
in 1647, the celebration of Christmas 
was forbidden. The singing of such 
things as ‘The Holly and the Ivy’ 
would have landed one in serious 
trouble, for Cromwell wanted to 
cleanse the nation of its most deca-
dent excesses. On the top of his list 
were Christmas and carol singing. 

Victorian revival 
The singing of carols did not be-
come popular again until Victorian 
times, when William Sandys put 
together a selection of Christmas 
music collected from various vil-
lages in England. 

The publication of numerous 
Christmas music books in the 19th 
century helped to widen the popu-
lar appeal of carols. ‘God Rest Ye 
Merry Gentlemen’ and ‘Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing’ first appeared 
in William Sandys’, ‘Christmas Car-
ols Ancient and Modern’, in 1833. 

Another significant contribution 
to the revival of carols in Victorian 
England was the publication of 
Henry Ramsden Bramley and Sir 
John Stainer’s ‘Christmas Carols, 
New and Old’. The first edition of 
20 carols was released in 1867 and 
a second series of 22 carols followed 
in 1871. A third series in 1878 added 
another 28 songs, bringing the col-
lection to a total 70 carols. The Bram-
ley and Stainer editions, which in-
cluded ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ 
and ‘The First Noel’, were well re-
ceived by the British public and the 
series was reprinted up until the 
1950s. 

A group of young carol singers. :: WILLIAM MURPHY / FLICKR

Carols gained popularity when Francis 
of Assisi began producing nativity plays

The intriguing 
history of a 
Christmas staple

:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. Spanish Christmas car-
ols, ‘villancicos’, originate from 
medieval peasant songs called 
‘canto de villano’.  Villancicos 
gained popularity in the second 
half of the 16th century in Spain 
and these devotional songs, which 
were sung during the feasts of the 

Catholic calendar, became ex-
tremely popular in the 17th cen-
tury. With the decline in popular-
ity of the villancicos in the 20th 
century, the term became used to 
signify a Christmas carol. 

In Andalucía the villancicos are 
performed during the ‘fiesta zam-
bomba’. The name derives from 

the instrument that is tradition-
ally used to accompany these 
lively festive songs. The zam-
bomba is a percussive instrument 
that would once have been made 
from an old paint tin or flower pot, 
over which a membrane is 
stretched: a stick attached with 
small cymbals is inserted through 

the skin and this is moved up and 
down to create a droning rhythm.  

Frying pans, anis bottles and 
an array of home-made rhythmic 
instruments are also used to ac-
company these songs, known in 
Andalucía as the flamenco Christ-
mas carols. The tunes are to all 
sorts of rhythms but in general 
they are performed in the style of 
the flamenco ‘bulerias’, ‘tientos’ 
or r’umbas’. 

Jerez de la Frontera is the fore-
most city where the fiesta zam-
bomba takes place in the week 
leading to Christmas, but most 
towns will present zambomba 
nights in their central plazas.

Andalucía stays faithful to ‘villancicos’ 
tradition during the ‘fiesta zambomba’

The singing of carols in 
churches in England is 
thought to have begun 
in Cornwall in 1880

TONY                  
BRYANT

 tonysureng@gmail.com 
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:: JENNIE RHODES 

TORRE DEL MAR. Residents from 
all over Europe, including the UK, 
Germany, Austria, Denmark, Spain 
and beyond, attended an interna-
tional carol service held at San An-
drés church in Torre del Mar on Sat-
urday evening.  

The service was led by Gloria Uribe 
from Lux Mundi Torre del Mar and 
was accompanied by the British Rev-
erend James Taylor; Don Miguel 
Ángel Alonso and Manolo Palma from 
the San Andrés Church; Reverend 
Jorgen Madsen from Denmark; and 
Fransiscan Friar José A. Naranjo. 

Readings were given by volunteers 
from Lux Mundi and members of the 
‘Los Cantores’ German choir. 

The three choirs leading the car-
ols were Spanish Choir ‘Amigos de 
Lux Mundi’, the aforementioned Ger-
man choir directed by Lisa Kropp, 
and the TIMS English Choir directed 
by Margaret Williams. 

The service started with ‘Oh Come 
All Ye Faithful’, led by the British choir 
and the choirs took it in turns to sing 
traditional German, Spanish and Brit-
ish carols. The lyrics were displayed 
on screens at the front of the church. 

The hour-long service finished 
with ‘Silent Night’, which is a popu-
lar carol in Germany, Spain and the 
UK. The first verse was sung in each 
language in turn and ended with 
people singing in all three at the 
same time.

Uniting nations through song

The service represented Spain, UK, Denmark and Germany. :: SUR

CHRISTMAS EDITION

As part of its Christmas pro-
gramme, the multinational 
Collegium Musicum orchestra 
and choir performed sell-out 
concerts at the Hotel IPV Pal-
ace and Spa Beatriz in Fuengi-
rola and the Iglesia de la En-
carnacion in Marbella (pic-
tured). Performing 14 works 
spanning four centuries, in-
cluding Handel’s harp con-
certo and popular Christmas 
carols, the group received a 
rousing reception at the end 
of both shows.

COLLEGIUM 

MUSICUM WELL 

RECEIVED ON 

CHRISTMAS TOUR

:: SUR

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MARBELLA. The Diksha España 
association, which currently spon-
sors school education for 230 un-
derprivileged and needy children 

in India, hosted a fundraising 
Christmas dinner in Alanda Club 
Marbella last Friday. 

The guest of honour was Dr 
Vicenta Llorca, CEO for Laboratory 
V Lift Pro, who made a donation 
of 3,770 euros to the project - a sum 
which could provide further edu-
cation to five children, either or-
phaned, HIV-positive or living be-
low the poverty line for a year. 

 The event was organised by Dr 
Jovanka Manojlovic. Entertain-
ment at the dinner was providedin 
the form of live Indian music and 
dance performances.

Gala dinner gathers 
funds to give an 
education to 
underprivileged 
children in India

Traditional Indian dress. :: SUR
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Associations and groups 
across the province are 
filled with seasonal cheer 
at this time of year 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

Anglican Church (Costa del Sol West) 

Chocolate oranges and fair 
The Anglican Church of the western 
Costa recently handed over 600 
chocolate oranges and hundreds of 
Christmas biscuit packs, donated by 
customers of Overseas in Puerto 
Banús, to Emaus in Estepona and Cári-
tas in San Pedro, respectively. It is 
hoped that these will be welcome ad-
ditions to the Christmas fare for those 
less fortunate at this time of year. 

However, this is not the only chari-
table work the church is carrying out 
at this time. Hundreds of people, 25 
classic cars, 35 stalls, Father Christ-
mas on a throne, two choirs, bouncy 
castles, a magic show, face painting 
and ten charities made the Multi- 
Charity Christmas Fair at Estepona 
Palacio de Congresos a major success. 

The Anglican Church will be pass-
ing on about 6,000 euros to the dif-
ferent charities the church supports.    

The Field Club of Fuengirola 

Christmas walk to Carvajal 
Members of the Field Club, a multi-
national walking club based in Fuen-
girola with over 200 members, re-
cently enjoyed its annual Christmas 
walk along the Fuengirola paseo to 
Carvajal, with many sporting festive 
costumes.  

The group, which walks twice a 
week from various locations along 
the coast to all over Malaga province, 
meets every Monday at the Hogar in 
Fuengirola at 10.30am. 

For more information, visit 

www.thefieldclub.es   

RAF Association 

Annual dinner and dance 
Members of the RAF Association held 
their annual Christmas dinner dance 
last Friday. 

Jack Griggs, the chairman of the 
Costa del Sol Branch; Charmaine Ar-
bouin, the British Consul to Anda-
lucía and the Canary Islands, and other 
honoured guests attended the event 
which included live entertainment 
with singer Laura Elen. 

A raffle and the ‘name the bear’ 
competition raised 190 euros for wel-
fare work aiding both serving and for-
mer members of the Royal Air Force 
and their families. 

The Costa del Sol branch organises 
various events throughout the year 
to which anyone is welcome.  There 
is also a social get-together at noon 
on the first Tuesday of the month at 
Restaurante Los Morenos, Alhaurín 
el Grande, and at 2pm on the third 
Monday of the month at El Jardín Bar, 
Arroyo de la Miel.   

For more information visit the 
website: rafacostadelsol.co.uk   

Santa María Bowls Club 

Hamper singles competition 
Both ladies and men from the Santa 
María Bowls Club recently competed 
in a random draw singles competi-
tion. All were dressed in red and ready 
for some competitive bowling. 

After the fifth round, the donated 
hampers were presented to the top 
five players. Craig Lewis and Garry 
Aldridge won all their games but Craig 
won by a superior shots difference. 
June Baldry came third, Pat Fisher 
fourth and Barbara Bartlett fifth.  

A fun corner to corner was then 
played and won by crown green su-
perstar Barbara Bartlett. 

New members and visitors will be 
welcome after 6 January. Call 664 
068 020 for details. 

Royal British Legion Coín 

Christmas dinner and dance 
The Coín Branch of the Royal British 
Legion launched the festive season 
with a Christmas Dinner Dance at 
Los Candiles at which entertainment 
was provided by Juliet Williams. 

Chairman of the Branch, Jo Tay-
lor, paid tribute to Jean Merry, Mau-
reen Ramayon and Rosie Mahoney 
who decorated the dining room and 
made table arrangements. 

The branch also took the opportu-
nity to celebrate their very success-
ful 2017 Poppy Appeal year.  In Octo-
ber the Poppy Launch and Autumn 
Fayre raised 865 euros and in Novem-
ber generous donations and the 
money collected in poppy boxes to-
talled 3,191 euros.  This brought the 
overall sum raised by the Coín branch 
in 2017 to 8,874 euros.  

The Coín branch has a full enter-
tainment programme, details of 
which can be found at www.co-
inrbl.info  

Festive cheer  
and goodwill

RAF Association annual Christmas dinner and dance. :: SUR

SOCIETY SCENE

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

Santa María Bowls Club competed to win donated hampers. :: SUR

Stalls at the Multi-Charity Christmas Fair, organised by the Anglican Church, in Estepona. :: SUR

CHRISTMAS EDITION
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T
here is always an air of 
great excitement and 
anticipation in Spain on 
22 December, because 

it is the day of the Christmas Lot-
tery, known as ‘El Gordo’, mean-
ing ‘The Fat One’, although the 
nickname refers to the first prize 
rather than the lottery itself.  

It is hardly surprising that peo-
ple hope for a win: this is the big-
gest lottery in the world in terms 
of prize money, totalling over 
two billion euros and with the 
main winner receiving around 
four million. Around 75 per cent 
of adults in Spain are believed to 
buy a ticket or a ‘décimo’, a frac-
tion of one-tenth, for El Gordo, 
in the hope of making a fortune. 

In 1967, there was great rejoic-
ing in Malaga when it became 
known that tickets for the first 

prize, over 600 million pesetas,  
had all been bought in the city. 
The winning number was 43758. 

The ‘Sorteo de Navidad,’ as it 
is officially known, is the second 
longest-running national lottery 
in the world, beaten only by the 
Dutch ‘Staatsloterij’, which be-
gan in 1726. The Spanish lottery 
continued all through the Civil 
War (1936 - 1939) although 1938 
was unusual because there were 
two of them. Both took place on 
22 December, but one was repub-
lican and drawn in Barcelona, and 
the other nationalist and was 
held in Burgos. 

However, the Spanish Christ-
mas lottery has not always been 
held on the same date. It began 
on 18 December 1812 
(18/12/1812), and was the idea of 
the exiled government, which at 

the time was based in 
Cadiz, as a way of rais-
ing money to cover the 
costs of fighting Napo-
leon’s troops during the 
Peninsular War. It was  
held on different dates in 
December after 
that, and it was 
not until 1893 that 
it was held on 22nd for the first 
time. 

The winning numbers are sung, 
rather than spoken, by pupils from 
San Ildefonso school (originally, 
it was an orphanage) and until 

1913 the numbers were 
printed on paper. From 
then onwards, the sys-
tem of wooden balls 
which is still in use to-

day was introduced.  
For the past seven years 

the draw has taken 
place at the Royal 
Theatre in Madrid; 

prior to that it was held at the Span-
ish parliament.  

Tickets for the very first Christ-
mas lottery cost 40 reales. In 1944 
they were 100 pesetas and by 1953 
the price had doubled, to 200. It 

doubled yet again, to 400 pesetas, 
in 1957, and by  1970 people were 
paying 1,000 pesetas. Now, a dé-
cimo for El Gordo costs 20 euros. 

Statisticians say that 85 per cent 
of those who buy a ticket for the 
Christmas lottery will not win 
anything, but it doesn’t put peo-
ple off. El Gordo is part of Spanish 
history and tradition, and the an-
ticipation and excitement are all 
part of Christmas in Spain.

Spain holds its 
breath and hopes 
for ‘El Gordo’

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Lotería Lottery 

Ilusión Excitement 

Décimo One-tenth 

Navidad Christmas 

Nacional National 

Sorteo Draw 

Premio Prize 

Fortuna Fortune 

Billete Ticket 

Fecha Date 

Suerte Luck 

Agraciado Lucky winner 

Exiliado Exile 

Orfanato Orphanage 

Colegio School 

Números Numbers 

Bolas Balls 

Precio Price 

Tradición Tradition

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

 A pupil reads the number on a ball from the giant drum. :: AFP
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Tickets on sale. 
 :: SUR

Improve your design skills
Marbella Design Academy, the in-
ternational design academy estab-
lished in Monda, celebrated its De-
cember annual exposition and 
graduation ceremony last Friday. 

The January intake Graphic De-
sign and Interior Architecture stu-
dents took the opportunity to show-
case their final projects to the pub-
lic. The Fashion Design students or-
ganised a fantastic catwalk show 
where professional models displayed 
their collections. 

It is in this great atmosphere, sur-
rounded by their friends and fami-

lies, that the students were awarded 
their Bachelor of Arts degrees cer-
tified by Marbella Design Academy’s 
UK partner university. 

Over its 22 years of existence, 
the academy is proud to have cre-
ated a unique system. The students 
benefit from 80% tuition time and 
small tutoring groups, quite differ-
ent to most design schools and uni-
versities who normally only pro-
vide 20%. 

The academic and administration 
teams of the school are pleased to 
offer a friendly learning environ-

ment where everybody is supported 
and encouraged in their creativity, 
in order to reach their potential. 

All graduate students are prepared 
to start off a design career, or to 
equally continue with a Masters in 
any university of their choice. And 
all this staying in southern Spain, 
benefiting from its great weather and 
way of life. 

The academy offers two intakes 
for the BA-validated programmes 
in Graphic Design, Interior Archi-
tecture and Fashion Design, in Janu-
ary and September. 

It also offers a Foundation Course, 
a preparatory course to enable all 
students to prepare for the BA-vali-
dated programmes, in June and Sep-
tember, as well as summer courses 
for professionals and beginners alike 
who would like to improve their de-
sign skills. 

This year Marbella Design Acad-
emy would like to wish the best 
possible future as great and re-
nowned designers to its newest 
graduate students!

ADVERTORIAL Marbella Design Academy

Applause at the graduation ceremony. SUR

z·   For more information about 
Marbella Design Academy 
programmes and summer courses, 
visit www.designschool.com 

Father Christmas chose the town of Periana in the Axarquía for his 
dress rehearsal last Sunday ahead of the big night. He said that he 
likes to “make sure everything is ok” a week before he does it for 
real in case he has to make any changes. This time he was flying 
with his paramotor as he said that Rudolph the other reindeer 
need to be in “tip-top condition” for the long night on 24 Decem-
ber and that he didn’t want to risk tiring them out before then. 
 :: JENNIE RHODES

:: CHLOE GAVIN 

FATHER CHRISTMAS PICKS PERIANA 

FOR DRESS REHEARSAL

CHRISTMAS EDITION
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THE NIGHT 
SKY

Everybody has heard of ‘The Star 
Of Bethlehem’ and astronomers 
have pondered for centuries on 
what it could have been. One of 
the problems in answering this 
question is ascertaining exactly 
when Jesus was born. One of the 
main characters in the story of 
the Nativity is of course King 
Herod. There is documented proof 
that Herod died in the year 4BC, 
so if Jesus was born on 25 Decem-
ber in the year 0 then Herod 
wasn’t around at the time. And if 
the account of shepherds watch-
ing over their flocks of sheep is 
taken into account, then Jesus 
was probably not even born in 
December, as the sheep would 
not have been out in the fields.  

The three wise men or Magi, 
were astronomers/astrologers  
and 2,000 years ago they wouldn’t 
have known that ‘wandering 
stars’ were actually planets.  

When the Magi reported to 
Herod, he asked them when the 
star appeared; if there had been 
a very bright star in the sky 
wouldn’t Herod have seen it for 
himself? They also say that they 
saw the star in the east, but Jeru-
salem is to the west of the Orient 
so they would have been going 
the wrong way! Perhaps what 
they meant to say was that they 
saw the star from the east.  

Using modern computer pro-
grammes that can show the sky 
how it was at any period, around 
that time there really was a very 
unusual amount of conjunctions 
and alignments of the planets. 
On 20 February 6BC, there was 

a very close grouping or conjunc-
tion of Mars, Jupiter, Saturn and 
the moon. On 19 May 3BC, Mer-
cury and Saturn were very close 
together in the morning sky. Then 
on 12 June 3BC, Saturn and Ve-
nus came very close together. A 
few weeks later on 12 August 3BC, 
Jupiter and Venus were extremely 
close together. 

 These events would have had 
great significance to the Magi in 
astrology terms. But the cruncher 
comes on 17 June 2BC there was 
a conjunction between the bright-
est planets Jupiter and Venus, that 
was so close that, to the naked 
eye, the two planets appeared to 
touch and form one very bright 
star. The conjunction also formed 
a straight line passing through 
Regulus the ‘regal’ star in Leo and 
joining Mercury and Mars to 
point to a particular point (or 
stable) on the horizon.  

Perhaps the ‘Star of Bethle-
hem’ was a series of events 
rather than a miraculous vision 
of one bright object. 

Oh little star...

KEN 
CAMPBELL

z·   More information  : 
www.costadelstars.com

Towns across the 
province are 
preparing for 
Christmas in their 
own unique styles 

Nativity scenes and carols 
usher in the festive period

The nativity play in Marbella’s Alameda. :: JOSELE-LANZA

:: DARYL FINCH 

MALAGA. As the big day draws 
closer, a number of towns and cit-
ies the breadth of Malaga province 
have been preparing for Christ-
mas with a series of events, some 
traditional, others more unusual. 

In Marbella, the central Alameda 
park was on Sunday taken over by 
a living nativity in which the story 
of the birth of Jesus was recreated 
according to the holy scriptures 
in front of an amazed audience.  

Some 125 volunteers, from ac-
tors to costume designers, helped 
with the production with also in-
cluded live animals. The event, 
celebrating its 32nd year, raised 
funds for the Asociación Española 
Contra el Cáncer . 

The air of Malaga city centre, 
meanwhile, was filled with the 
sound of Christmas as around 
twenty ‘pastorales’ groups from 
across the province passed 
through the streets, singing lo-
cal, traditional carols. 

While most public buildings 
in the country have a nativity 
scene, there is something more 
unusual underwater in 
Benalmádena: visitors and rays 
alike will be able to take in the 
‘belén’ unveiled recently at the 
Sea Life aquarium.

The underwater ‘belén’ at Sea Life Benalmádena. :: SUR

‘Pastorales’ groups passing through Malaga. :: ÑITO SALAS

IN PHOTOS

z·   For Christmas events near 
you, see the What To Do 
section, pages 46 to 50.

CHRISTMAS EDITION
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Francisco Camero Funeral Direc-
tors is a true family business which 
has been running on the Costa del 
Sol for more than 100 years. 

In the late 1800s, Francisco 
Camero Roldán began provid-
ing funeral services in the mu-
nicipality of Benalmádena. His 
son, Salvador Camero Bañasco, 
and later his grandson, Francisco 
Camero Contreras, continued 
with the family business, build-
ing up a reputation for reliability 
and empathy. The current gen-
eration of Cameros are proud 
heirs of this reputation and, with 
their staff, strive to uphold and 
preserve it. 

In the 1970s, as a result of the 
changes on the Costa del Sol and 
the large expat community that 
arose at that time, the company 
entered its present configuration, 
gradually adding funeral plans, 
repatriations and a privately 
owned crematorium - the first in 
the province of Málaga - to its 
services. 

A few weeks ago we were in-
troduced to the new generation 
currently learning the ropes at 
Francisco Camero funeral direc-
tors. This time, we’ve been talk-
ing to the current leader of the 
company, Salvador, about what 
it’s like to take on the responsi-
bility of running a successful, 
long-standing family business. 
Salvador, what was it like to be 
handed the baton? 
When your family decides that 
you should take the lead in run-
ning its company, it gives you 
both great pride and anxiety. The 
recognition of capacity is the 
source of pride but the responsi-
bility in upholding the family 
reputation is awesome. To these 
two feelings we now add another 
one of joy and pride when we see 
our new generation joining the 
ranks of the company. You met 
some of them through our pre-
vious advertorial. 
So are your children, this new ge-
neration, the future of the com-
pany? 
Now I’d like to share with you 
some thoughts on the company. 

The expat community has been 
very kind to us by allowing us 
to be of help at a moment as deli-
cate as that of the loss of a loved 
one. We try to respond in kind by 

preserving ‘a reputation of car-
ing’, which we consider to be our 
biggest asset. 

So, though the ‘New Genera-
tion’ is bringing new ideas and 
technology, there is nothing that 
replaces the “personal touch” and 
this is what we, the older genera-
tion, are enthusiastically trans-
mitting. 
The older generation you speak 
of has also played a huge part in 

making the company what it is 
today, has it not? 
My father, who founded the com-
pany in its current form, made 
sure that his five children were 
aware of the importance of fam-
ily. This feeling we transmit to the 
new generation, and it is also 
shared by our staff who are like 
family to us too. 

My two brothers, Paco and Ra-
fael, personally manage the cre-
matoria we own in Benalmádena, 
thus guaranteeing the care of the 
dear departed. This is a huge re-
sponsibility as there is zero toler-
ance for mistakes. 

My two sisters, Pilar and Mi-
caela, take care of the adminis-
trative side. Another highly deli-
cate task where every detail is 
checked. They are the oil that 

keeps every cog in our organisa-
tion running efficiently. 
You mentioned your staff. How 
do you make sure those not born 
into the business show the same 
degree of care and attention to 
detail that Francisco Camero fu-
neral directors is known for? 
Our staff are more than employ-
ees, they’re imbued with our phi-
losophy and each brings his own 
personal qualities which are sup-
plemented by continued training. 
Your company specialises in fu-
neral plans. What can you tell us 
about them and how do they 
compare to other products on 
the market? 
I like to think they don’t “com-
pare” as they are an extension of 
our services. The aim of our plans 
is to facilitate preparation by pro-

viding you with the full knowl-
edge of what kind of attention 
and care will be extended to your 
loved ones. By buying a funeral 
plan, you will help those left be-
hind to cope with the often com-
plicated and painful processes in-
volved at an already difficult time. 

We’ve delved deeply into our 
experience to create three options 
that adjust to the particular needs 
of the time, notwithstanding that 
each of these can be adjusted to 
a bespoke plan. 

Our ‘essential’ plan covers the 
basic needs including paperwork 
to take some weight off loved ones. 
The middle of the range, ‘tradi-
tional’ plan has been designed to 
ensure that most of the funda-
mental elements of a funeral serv-
ice are included, while the high 
end ‘dignity’ plan covers every-
thing so that at the time of be-
reavement all that family and 
friends need worry about is say-
ing goodbye.

INTERVIEW Salvador Camero Soto, director of Francisco Camero Funeral Directors, tells us about what 
it’s like to take on the responsibility of running a successful, long-standing family business

CARRYING TRADITION 

FORWARDS

SPONSORED FEATURE

 Salvador Camero Soto, leader of the company. :: SUR

Francisco Camero 

CONTACT 
Fuengirola: Parque Cemente-
rio, L. 1. Tel: 952 46 33 09 
Málaga: Av. Leo Delibes, L. 4. 
Tel: 952 17 36 02 
Benalmádena: Av. Juan Luis 
Peralta, 4. Tel: 952 44 81 71 
Torremolinos: Leonardo Talens 
Rivas 8 Tel: 952 38 55 19 
Mijas: Ctra. Urb. Cerros del 
Águila, s/n. Tel: 902 20 06 25 

http://www.camero.es

“The recognition of 
capacity is the source 
of pride but the 
responsibility in 
upholding the family 
reputation is 
awesome”

“We try to respond in 
kind by preserving ‘a 
reputation of caring’, 
which we consider to 
be our biggest asset”
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GARDENING

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation, 
or send them via Twitter 
@SUR_English or Facebook 
@surenglish and we’ll do 
the rest!

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

DENISE BUSH 

There are two types of 
hedgehog in Spain, the Euro-
pean hedgehog and the Alge-
rian hedgehog. They look si-
milar but the Algerian 
hedgehog is a bit smaller, 
lighter in colour and has 
bigger ears. It also has longer 
legs and snout. This little 
North African mammal can be 
found along the Mediterra-
nean coast, but it is now rare, 
it’s natural habitat destroyed 
by urban encroachment. 
Hedgehogs are voracious ea-
ters, their main diet being 
exactly the things that garde-

ners hate: snails, grubs, in-
sects such as millipedes and 
earwigs, and slugs. They also 
eat worms and carrion when 
given the opportunity. Milk 
and bread are definitely not 
healthy alternatives.  
You can make your garden 
more hedgehog friendly by 
leaving unmanicured areas 
and piles of leaves or logs.  
Make sure ponds have a ‘get 
out’ ramp in case they fall in, 
remove any netting they 
might get tangled in and 
always check bonfires before 
lighting.

GARDENING HINTS FOR DECEMBER

A gardener’s little helper

Lignum-vitae or Guaiacum (Guay-
acán in Spanish) is a genus of flow-
ering plants in the Zygophyllaceae 
family. The genus consists of just 
five species of slow-growing shrubs 
and trees. Common names include 
Guajacum and Lignum-vitae. 

The heart wood of Lignum-vi-
tae officinale is renowned for its 

strength. Internet sources rank it 
as the second hardest wood on the 
planet, using the Janka hardness 
test (first place goes to Schinopsis 
or Quebracho which gets 
its name from 
the Span-
i s h  
‘que-

brar hacha’ or breaking the axe).  
It was the Spanish who first dis-

covered this plant in Santo Do-
mingo in what is now the Domini-
can Republic. They brought it to 

Europe and in the sixteenth 
century it was hailed as be-

ing the only cure for 
syphilis which had 

raged across the 
continent for 

nearly one hun-
dred years. The 
sap was used to 
treat the conta-
gious disease as 
well as many 
other illnesses 

including arthri-
tis and coughs. 

Wood chips were 
also infused to make 

a tea. 
Lignum-vitae officinale 

is strictly protected and inter-
national trade is limited. There-
fore it is very difficult to get hold 
of specimens outside of the Ameri-
cas where it is native. However,  
G. angustifolium, native to south-
ern and western Texas and north-
ern Mexico, is easier to find. Com-
mon names include Texas lignum-
vitae, Soapbush (the roots were 
once used to make soap) and Iron 
wood. 

G. angustifolium has narrow, 
leathery green leaves which fold 
up at night to conserve moisture. 
The scented, violet-blue flowers 
form in clusters from spring 
through to the end of the summer 
and attract butterflies and bees. 
After flowering, heart-shaped seed 
capsules form containing bright-
red, glossy seeds. The entire Guai-
acum genus is drought resistant 
and will grow in full sun or partial 
shade. Its dense foliage and gnarled 
branches provide cover for wild-
life and do not need pruning.

A source of the second hardest wood on the planet, Guaiacum 
angustifolium has purple scented flowers and attractive red seeds

Texas lignum-vitae
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The red seeds of G. angustifolium and the flowers. :: WIKIMEDIA

MISSING CHRISTMAS PLANTS

A reader in Vélez sent in this photo of a half empty pot of poin-
settias in the town. Scarcely a week after they were planted, al-
ready hundreds have gone missing. Malaga town hall plants 
around 100,000 of them every year and expect to lose bet-
ween 20-30% through theft and adverse weather conditions.

:: J.S.T
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Every bride and groom-to-be 
want their wedding to be perfect, 
a once in a lifetime experience 
and a day that both they and their 
guests will always remember. 

Making this dream a reality is 
now easier for couples in south-
ern Spain, who have an incredi-
ble opportunity to hold and cele-
brate their weddings at Alcaidesa 
Golf, a unique, privileged loca-
tion in San Roque, Cádiz, close 
to Gibraltar. 

Alcaidesa Events offers a venue 
located in stunning natural sur-
roundings, perfect for an exclu-
sive wedding by the sea with 
spectacular views of Gibraltar 
and North Africa.  

The location is perfect for civil 
weddings, which can be held be-
side its exclusive water feature 
with the sea and the surrounding 
golf courses as a magical back-
drop for a truly charming event.  

Couples can have their wed-
ding photos taken against the 
green backgrounds of Alcaidesa 
Golf ’s courses, which they will 
reach via a fun buggy ride, an 
excellent way to record their spe-
cial day for posterity. 

The Club House at Alcaidesa 
Golf has various areas which 
wedding parties can make use 
of to suit their requirements. The 
outside terrace is perfect for cock-
tails and to take in the spectacu-
lar views of the golf courses and 
the sea, before moving either 
to the inner, Mexican-style patio 
with central fountain for outdoor 
dining in good weather or the 
spacious events hall with space 
for 350 diners. The indoor hall 
is completely soundproof and 
has both heating and air condi-
tioning and is ideal for celebra-

tions, with plenty of light and 
idyllic views both provided by 
its large windows. 

The highly qualified and pro-
fessional kitchen team is able 
to offer a great variety of menus, 
all traditionally made, and the 
catering team are on hand to pro-
vide any and all services required 
for the ideal banquet. 

All couples are assisted by an 
events consultant to help make 
sure every step of the process goes 
smoothly and leads to a perfect, 
unforgettable wedding day. The 
entire Alcaidesa Events team 
works towards the main goal of 
taking care of every single detail 

of the wedding so that all the 
happy couple needs to worry 
about is enjoying their special day. 

This venue is ideal for brides 
and grooms to be who are look-
ing to avoid the conventional and 
hold an original, personalised 
and different wedding that will 
surprise and delight their guests 
and result in a memorable, once 
in a lifetime special day.  

The professional event organi-
sation team will lend their ex-
pertise and suggest all sorts of 
ideas to help couples arrange the 
weddings of their dreams. Dedi-
cation, personalisation and min-
ute attention to detail all com-

bine to mark the difference be-
tween any old wedding and an 
exclusive one. As well as wed-
dings, Alcaidesa Events also ca-
ters for all other types of busi-
ness and family events.  

CORPORATE 

The Club House, with its privi-
leged location in natural surround-
ings, amongst mountains and near 
the beautiful Mediterranean Sea, 
provides an unmatched setting for 
successful corporate events of all 
types, including product presen-
tations and launches, seminars, 
conferences, committee or busi-
ness meetings, team breakfasts, 

business lunches and dinners or 
gala dinners, for example.  

The qualified, professional 
event organising team lends their 
expertise to arrange every detail 
of events ensuring they meet cli-
ents’ requirements. 

The scalable air-conditioned 
hall, with capacity for up to 350 
people, is fully equipped with 
the latest technology including 
computer projectors, multime-
dia areas, sound system, micro-
phone and portable screen. 

Additional services such as a 
cloakroom service can be ar-
ranged to suit the specific needs 
of the event, and there is ample 
parking for up to 200 vehicles. 

FAMILY 

Alcaidesa Events also knows how 
important it can be to celebrate 
special occasions with the fam-
ily and, therefore, the events team 
will work hard to make that day 
or event extra special for you and 
your loved ones. 

The privileged setting, near the 
sea, lends itself perfectly for both 
civil and religious weddings and 
wedding banquets and parties, 
christenings, first communions, 
birthdays, baby showers, Christ-
mas dinners and large or extended 
family meet-ups. 

THE PERFECT  VENUE FOR THE 

PERFECT WEDDING DAY

CONTACT 

To make an appointment to 
view the venue and discuss 
possibilities, contact Alcaidesa 
Events today on: 
956 791 040 / 639 049 168 
eventos@alcaidesa.com

ADVERTORIAL
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O
ne of the best-loved 
Christmas tradi-
tions in Andalucía is 
its Nativity scenes, 

of which there are different 
types. Some are models, and 
are put on show as decorations 
in houses, patios or shop win-
dows, while others are per-
formed by local people and are 
known as ‘living nativities’. 

 Once the public holidays on 

6 and 8 December were over, 
many villages in the region   
started their Christmas celebra-
tions by performing this reen-
actment of the birth of Jesus. 
Some of the living nativities are 
truly spectacular, such as the one 
which has taken place at this 
time of year for nearly half a cen-
tury in the village of Beas, in Hu-
elva province. 

 From now until January 1st, 
there will be several perform-
ances in the Avenida del Belén 
Viviente in Beas, which is named 
after this tradition. 

 With nearly 50 years of expe-
rience behind them, local resi-
dents have produced a show 
which is extremely moving and 
realistic.  

There are also living nativi-
ties in other villages in Huelva 
province which have become 
major tourist attractions, such 
as Corales and Galaroza, where 
they will be performed every 
weekend until the end of the 
year.  

In the village of Torrecampo, 

this time in Cordoba province, 
local people are currently fi-
nalising the arrangements and 
rehearsing for their living na-
tivity, which will take place in 
the main church on 28 and 29 
December. 

Although Torrecampo is a 
relative newcomer to this type 
of celebration in Andalucía, it 
is already proving popular and 
attracts a large number of visi-
tors from near and far. 

Anyone who is near the vi-
llage of Almayate in Malaga 
province on 29 and 30 Decem-
ber can also enjoy watching a 
spectacular nativity scene at 
the Juan Paniagua school.  

There are also other options 
for seeing living nativities in 
Andalucía, in places such as 
Guaro (Malaga), Constantina 
(Seville) and Pozo Alcón 
(Jaén).  

Chocolate ‘belén’ 
In addition to these theatrical 
performances, many visitors love 
to see the static nativity scenes 
in the principal cities and towns 
of Andalucía, including Jerez de 
la Frontera, Seville, Úbeda and 
the Botanic Garden in Cordoba, 
among others. One of the most 
original is in the town of Rute in 
Cordoba, which each year crea-
tes figures for its nativity scene 
using more than 1,000 kilos of 
melted chocolate. 

Christmas nativity 
scenes in Andalucía 

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA

TWO DAYS IN BEAS AND 
TORRECAMPO 
Journey + Nativity scenes 

Journey time: 3 hours 15 minutes from 
Malaga to Beas and 3 hours from Malaga 
to Torrecampo. 

What to see in Beas 
SSan Bartolomé church. 
The main church, built in the 
17th century. 
Plaza de España s/n, 21630 Beas, 
(Huelva). 
 
Pozo del Concejo. A well which 
supplied water to the village 
back in the 18th century. 
Calle Pozo Concejo s/n, 21630 
Beas (Huelva). 
 
Los Clarines chapel. Construc-
tion of this chapel, which is six 
kilometres outside the village, 
began in the 14th century. 
Urbanización Clarines, Recinto 
Ermita, 1, 21630 Beas (Huelva). 

What to see in Torrecampo 
Posada del Moro museum. Ar-
chaeology and folk collection. 
Calle del Mudo 1, 14410 Torre-
campo (Cordoba). 
 
Virgen de Gracia chapel:  Built 
in 13th and 14th centuries 
over a former synagogue. 
Calle Ejido 2, 14410 Torre-
campo (Cordoba).

QUICK GUIDE

JAVIER ALMELLONES

The living nativity in Torrecampo (Cordoba) takes place on 28 and 29 December. :: SUR

The living nativity in Beas is very realistic. :: SUR





Seville

Malaga

Cordoba

Huelva

Cadiz

Beas

Torrecampo
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I
n the space of half a century, 
Daniel Buren, the bright spark 
behind the multi-hued cube 
that beckons visitors into the 

Pompidou Centre at Malaga Port, 
like a beacon or landmark, has be-
come France’s flagship artist, par 
excellence. 

Paris has the Eiffel Tower and 
Malaga - or should that be “Marca 
Málaga”, the Costa del Sol’s brand-
new contemporary art Eldorado? - 
has El Cubo by Buren, who has also 
applied his magic touch to a 
unique visual experience, specially 
created for the Paris museum’s 
40th anniversary. 

A series of kaleidoscopic projec-
tions to be seen at Malaga’s Pompi-
dou Centre until 14 January pro-
vides a welcome break from last 
minute festive shopping.  

On the weekend I picked for my 
fly-on-the-wall visit, the centre 
was packed. Admission to the 
semi-permanent collection on 
loan from Paris for two years was 
free. Families, in neatly-pressed 
Sunday best, stood in line queuing 
to catch a glimpse of the outgoing 
inaugural display spotlighting The 
Body, The Portrait, Self-Portraits, 
before it was replaced by the cur-
rent thematic overview focusing 
on Modern Utopias. 

Only a handful had come to see 
Daniel Buren’s temporary show, 
but those who did decide to ‘enter 
the maze’ were in for an unex-
pected psychedelic thrill, and I 
have to say that I too was happily 
surprised. 

Why surprised? Why was I drag-
ging my steps, as I watched that 
long winding queue of eager tour-
ists and locals enter, after placing 
their bags on the centre’s stream-
lined wooden security scanner? 
Perhaps, because Buren struck me 
as an unsurprising choice… 

Almost as famous as ubiquitous 
‘starchitect’ Jean Nouvel, this 
soon-to-be octogenarian 
‘avantg’artist’ has acquired a de-
gree of global visibility that makes 
young(er) French artists turn 
green with envy. 

The artist formerly known for 
his vertical-striped canvases taking 
their cue from the classic awning 
cloth, which graces the windows 
of Parisian stately buildings - Dan-
iel Buren’s trademark “visual tool” 
discovered at a flea market, back in 
the sixties - is a living monument 
to the impact of cultural diplo-
macy à la française. 

Fast-rewind to 1977. The unveil-
ing of the Pompidou Centre - bet-
ter known to Parisians as “Beau-

bourg” - heralded the rise of a cote-
rie of contemporary artists, bear-
ing the seal of approval of world-
class curators. Among the freshly 
anointed, Buren had displayed six 
of his striped banners at the Ox-
ford Museum of Modern Art, to-
day’s Modern Art Oxford, at the 
behest of future “Most Influen-
tial”, “Nick” Serota, aka Sir Nicho-
las Serota, who went on to revolu-
tionise the Tate. 

Daniel Buren made a quantum 
leap towards pyramidal success un-
der the impetus of President Mit-
terrand’s flamboyant minister of 
Culture Jack 
Lang. In 1986, he 
was the Artist of 
The Year. Given 
the reins of the 
French pavilion 
at the Venice Bi-
ennale, he won 
the Golden Lion, whilst his first 
public commission - the black and 
white-striped columns he con-
ceived for the courtyard of the 
Palais-Royal, a stone’s throw from 
the Louvre… - sparked a media 
controversy of a rare magnitude, 
considering social networks had 
not yet been invented. 

Maybe I’m not the only one to 
have developed a jaded view of 
‘The Buren of Things’, but Hey! 
Look At What I Almost Missed!  

Daniel Buren’s site-specific con-
cepts are about the process of en-
tering an artwork, and the space in 
which it is shown: in this case, a 
windowless basement, with bare 

anonymous walls. Undaunted by 
the lack of light and unwelcoming 
atmosphere, he has on this occa-
sion immersed the onlooker in a 
floor-to-ceiling “dark room” envi-
ronment, treating the public to a 
giant magic lantern-like slideshow.  

This XXL ‘lightshow’ turns out 
to be a two-step experiment, and I 
for one entered it twice.  

Cautiously, almost fearful of the 
glossy black floor and matching 
walls… I stepped into the first 
room, presided over by a red and 
white square, emblazoned with a 
mix of geometric motifs and lines, 
before suddenly realising that I had 
to turn back, and retrace my steps. 
Why, silly me? Because - surprise, 
surprise…! - the projections on the 
square arch leading into that first 
room are linked to the piece inside. 
Buren makes us look again.   

“How are we supposed to re-
act?” was written all over the faces 
of a group of ‘art consumers’ lean-
ing against one of the walls, in an 
ostensibly relaxed posture, as they 
observed a permanent stream of 
syncopated abstract images, rang-
ing from lines reminiscent of zebra 
crossings to colourful target sym-
bols.  

In contrast, a little girl with pig-
tails and a pink T-shirt needed no 
prompting to immerse herself in 
the artwork. Warming to the whirl 
of colour, she broke into a sponta-
neous dance, rockin’  and reelin’ 
with an invisible hula-hoop. 

My advice: Don’t think twice. 
Just dive in!

HAPPY SURPRISE 

France’s flagship artist strikes again

REVIEW 
GEORGINA OLIVER

PET CARE

The elderly gentleman sitting 
on a seat beside the road in the 
town looked decidedly distressed 
and the reason was obvious. In 
his hand was a dog lead and a col-
lar attached. It is something I 
have seen too often. The dog had 
slipped his or her collar and run 
off. The sad fact is that owners 
fit the collar too loose around 
the neck and it just needs a sharp 
noise or another dog to intrude 
and off your dog goes.  

The owner confirmed that this 
was true. “I had just taken him 
for a long walk and I am so tired 
I could not go after him. He is a 
tiny Yorkie and I thought he 
would be worn out but he ran 
off like lightening.”  

I looked around the street and 
found the little chap and took 
him into my custody so he was 
soon reunited with the owner  
who was very happy indeed.  

There are several lessons to 
be learned here. Collars must be 
very snugly fitted so even the 
most determined attempt to es-
cape fails. A talk with this well 
intentioned owner revealed that 
he only put the collar on when 
the dog went for a walk. This is 
a big mistake. Emergencies such 
as fire, flood or other disaster 
give no warning and very often 
occur at night and dogs panic. 
You, the owner, must take full 
control of your pets. No time to 
seek the collar and put it on. It 
is a myth that the collar disturbs 
the dog’s fur when sleeping. Our 
dog Digger always has his collar 
on with a large easily read tele-
phone number. This owner had 
not had the dog microchipped: 
“I planned to get it done when 
we next go to the vet.” 

It turned out that the owner 
had not had a dog before and had 

bought Tiger because he was so 
small and would not need long 
walks. This is a real fallacy. Very 
large dogs like Great Danes and 
Saint Bernards are happy to flop 
around and not walk far but the 
little chaps are extremely active. 
I once walked a Fox Terrier over 
an extensive moor so I was to-
tally exhausted but he was ready 
for another route march after 
ten minutes.  

The Yorkie that this elderly 
man had chosen was two years 
of age and the owner had bought 
him for company as he lived 
alone. Had he made provision 
for the dog if he predeceased the 
dog? A tricky subject but one 
which must be faced. 

However a crisis was solved 
and owner and dog are together 
for Christmas and we hope they 
have a good time. 

Erny and I wish all our read-
ers and their pets a very Happy 
Christmas. Don’t forget them. 
They give us so much joy and 
wonderful company. What 
would we do without them?

A loose collar on a lively young dog 
caused distress for an elderly owner

Little dogs - lots of energy

PETER HARRISON

Projections in the Pompidou. :: SUR

DANIEL BUREN 
Daniel Buren’s 
Projections / 
Retroprojections 
show can be viewed 
at the Pompidou 
Centre Malaga until 
14 January.

St George’s church at the English Cemetery in Malaga was the un-
usual setting on Sunday for the presentation of a novel by award-
winning Spanish author Jaime Aguilera. The novelist (pictured 
above, second left) explained that the book, entitled Fluidos Corpo-
rales, was largely inspired by the character and international ambi-
ence of the English Cemetery.

:: J. A.

NOVEL LAUNCH AT THE CEMETERY
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SUR in English spoke with 
the amateur climber, who 
will have climbed two of 
the world’s most famous 
mountains by the end of 
next year 

MALAGA. For many people, doing 
something for charity means mak-
ing a regular donation, or attending 
an event, but for 46-year-old Hessia 
Fernandes, this is not the case. “For 
me, giving back has to involve physi-
cal and mental challenges where I 
don’t need to wear a gown,” she told 
SUR in English. 

Currently a consultant direc-
tor for Oracle Communications, 
she has lived in England and 
Germany and moved to 
Malaga 14 years ago with her 
husband and twin sons, 
who are now 15 years old, 
and they live in San Pedro. 
This summer, Fernandes 
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro 
in memory of her brother  
Nabil who tragically took his 
own life when he was 16.  

Not a professional climber, and 
“not a young bird”, as she describes 
herself, Fernandes trained for six 
months prior to the challenge. Her 
training involved lots of cardio to raise 
her fitness levels, yoga and climbing 
La Concha mountain in Marbella with 
a 10-kilo bag every Saturday and Sun-
day for the final month prior to the 
trip. “This was my personal challenge,” 
she explained. “It was all about my 
late brother.” 

“Quite tough” 
In Tanzania she joined a team of 15 
people for the climb itself, including 
sherpas, cooks and a medic. She was 
the only individual climber which 
meant sleeping in a tent alone. “It 
was okay if you had a good day, but 
if you had a bad day, it was quite 
tough,” Fernandes remarked. 

Although she felt well-prepared 
physically and mentally, no training 
could keep altitude sickness at bay. 
Fernandes suffered on the second and 
third day of the five-day ascent. “It’s 
the weirdest feeling, you feel like you 
have fog glasses, you cry for no rea-

son. You want to vomit but you aren’t 
eating,” she described. 

Summit night was the second ma-
jor challenge: “It was the toughest. 
You have to walk so slowly. It’s freez-
ing, you don’t feel your hands”, she 
said. “It’s about you being able to put 

one foot in front of the next.” 
But it was all worth it when she 

got to the top. “It was fabulous, the 
sensation, the achievement, you run 
on adrenaline.” 

Hessia Fernandes did all this in aid 
of Samaritans, a UK-based charity 
which provides emotional support 
to people in distress. For Fernandes, 
work like this is so important in the 
world we live in today, and close to 
her heart. “With social media nowa-
days, everything is meant to be amaz-
ing, but actually lots of people don’t 
feel their best all the time, people feel 
like they’ve got to keep a certain im-
age.” She praised the work of the vol-
unteers who “listen to people when 
they feel so shit they don’t know who 
to turn to.” 

A “fantastic” response 
Response from everyone has been 
“fantastic”. Fernandes received nu-
merous messages of support on her 
Just Giving page before climbing 
Kilimanjaro. She is moved by the re-
sponse she has received from strang-
ers, as she was fairly private about 
this undertaking. “It is so great for 
them to mention my brother and 
they don’t even know him,” she 
stressed. 

Fernandes’ next challenge is Ev-
erest Base Camp, which she will be 
taking on in October next year. For 
this climb, she will be raising money 
for Malaga charity Nena Paine. This 
association helps underprivileged 
children around the province. “You 
might come from an underprivileged 
family but everything is possible, 
education is key,” Fernandes says.  

All of her incredible achievements 
are entirely self-funded and every 
penny raised goes to charity. “This 
time I will be more vocal because I 
want to make more money as so 
many children are involved,” she said.  

Just getting started 
Hessia is full of ambition and moti-
vation now and the mother-of-two 
is only just getting started. After Ev-
erest, she wants move away from 
mountaineering - her next goal is 
swimming the Strait of Gibraltar.  

“These physical and mental chal-
lenges are my way of contributing,” 
she said. “All the galas that charities 
have are great, but not for me.” 

Hessia Fernandes at the peak of Kilimanjaro in July. :: SUR

Hessia Fernandes climbed Kilimanjaro in July in memory of her brother, who committed suicide

A 5,895-metre climb to say goodbye

The Strait of Gibraltar could be the next challenge. :: SUR
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With her late brother when  
they were children. :: SUR

Her brother Nabil 
tragically took his own 
life when he was just 16 
years old 

She will attempt to 
reach Everest Base 
Camp in October   
next year

MINDY 
BURROWS

 Twitter: @MindyHABurrows
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One of the most striking as-
pects of the region of the Axar-
quía is the fact that its rugged  
mountains are not far from the 
coast, and it is home to some 
of the most picturesque villa-
ges in Malaga province. 

Some of these, such as Tota-
lán, nestle in the foothills of 
the Montes de Málaga and Arco 
Caliza Central area, while 
others perch on the slopes of 
high mountains in the Sierras 
de Tejeda and Almijara. 

Among the former are Co-
mares, Colmenar, Riogordo and 
Periana, and also Totalán, as 
mentioned above, although it 
is situated much further south 
than the others.  

 Those in the Sierras de Te-
jeda and Almijara include Peri-
ana, Alcaucín, Canillas de Acei-
tuno, Sedella, La Viñuela, Al-
farnate and Alfarnatejo.  

The last two, with their simi-
lar-sounding names, are the 
highest villages in Malaga prov-
ince, standing at around 900 
metres above sea level.  

They share some signs of 
identity, such as the Sabar river 
valley, rocky gorges and ancient 
olive groves, but they are gen-
erally very different although 
they each have an important 
historical heritage and  places 
of interest, such as the old 
Venta de Alfarnate and various 
churches. 

All these villages are well 
worth a visit.

Walks in the most 
rugged parts of 
the Axarquía

AROUND MALAGA

JAVIER ALMELLONES

Comares 
Balcony.   This village is situated 
between the Montes de 
Málaga and the Axarquía and it 
is known as the natural view-
ing point of the region because 
it perches on a mountain 
which is 700 metres high. 
When visiting, it is easy to see 
why it is nicknamed the ‘bal-
cony of the Axarquía’, and this 
position gave it great strategic 
importance in the past. Like 
many other villages in this re-
gion it has good views of the 
Mediterranean and the streets 
reflect their original Moorish 
layout.  
What to see: La Tahona, the 
Mesa de Mazmúllar and El Ro-
sario church.

Alcaucín 
 Nature.  Situated on one of the 
slopes of the Sierra Tejeda, Al-
caucín is an ideal choice for 
nature lovers. A few kilome-
tres outside the village you 
will find El Álcazar, a natural 
monument with remarkable 
vertical rock walls. It is also 
the starting point for one of 
the walking routes up to the 
peak of La Maroma. Opposite 
the village you can see the re-
mains of the Zalia castle. In 
the village itself you can 
drink from the Five-Spouted 
Fountain, the ‘Fuente de los 
Cinco Canos.’ 
   What to see: El Álcazar, the 
Zalia castle and the Five-
Spouted Fountain.

Periana 
 Olive groves.   Although this 
village has some very steep 
and mountainous landscapes, 
it is the olive groves that 
mainly dominate the country-
side, most of them producing 
the Vélez variety of olive. In 
fact, the extra virgin olive oil 
which is made here is one of 
the gastronomic emblems of 
the Axarquía. However, Peri-
ana  also has a great deal more 
to offer, such as its delightful 
hamlets, the Vilo baths and 
the old washing trough which 
nowadays is one of its most 
emblematic fountains. 
 What to see: The Vilo baths, the 
hamlet of Mondrón and the 
source of the Guaro river.

Colmenar 
 Gastronomy.   With part of its 
territory in the Montes de 
Málaga natural park, but also 
forming part of the Upper Axar-
quía, this village has a variety of 
landscapes. In addition to the 
stunning countryside and the 
village itself, gastronomy is one 
of its great attractions. Unsur-
prisingly, you can buy and sam-
ple numerous traditional prod-
ucts in Colmenar, such as 
honey, cured meats, wine, 
cheese and olive oil, among 
others.  
 What to see:   The honey mu-
seum, Candelaria chapel, and 
the church of La Asunción.

Canillas de Aceituno 
 Mountain.  Situated at the foot of 
the Sierra Tejeda, this white vil-
lage which looks towards the sea 
is the departure point for one of 
the classic routes up to the top 
of La Maroma, passing the cave 
known as La Rábita on the way. 
Nor is this all there is to enjoy in 
the area around Canillas de Acei-
tuno. There are some very beau-
tiful enclaves such as La Rahíge, 
which is reached via El Saltillo, 
and walks to the source of the 
Bermuz river and La Fájara cave, 
among others. 
 What to see: La Rábita, La 
Rahíge, La Fajara cave and El  
Saltillo. 

Riogordo 
 CCountryside . This village has 
some spectacular contrasting 
landscapes and beauty spots 
and amazing views, such as the 
combination of steep rocky 
slopes and sinuous hills. Olive 
and almond trees also coexist in 
harmony, colouring the area in 
different shades of green. One 
of the best ways to enjoy the 
natural spectacle is to follow 
some of the walking routes, but 
a visit to the village itself 
should also not be missed.   
 What to see: Folk museum, the 
Virgen de Gracia church and 
chapels of San Sebastián and 
Jesús Nazareno.

Alfarnate is one of the highest villages in the province. :: J.A.
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Eduardo Rodríguez 
spends his free time 
raising a smile among the 
sick children, who he 
thinks of as his “younger 
brothers and sisters” 

:: JUAN CANO 
MALAGA. Edu was watching tele-
vision when something on the 
news attracted his attention. The 
presenter was talking about Mike 
Wilson, the British man who 
jumped from the roof of his house 
dressed as Spiderman to surprise 
his son for this fifth birthday. Lit-
tle Jayden was suffering from brain 
cancer which ended his life a 
month later, at Christmas in 2014. 
That video, which went viral, gave 
Edu the idea: “I’m going to take 
Spiderman to hospitals in Spain,” 
he decided.  

So he set to work. First, he had 
to find the costume. “I wanted a 
good one. I thought that would be 
easy, but it wasn’t. I finally found 
one abroad for 600 euros. My 
mother laughed; she said they 
wouldn’t let me into the hospitals, 

dressed like that,” says Edu ‘Bal-
boa’ (his profile name on Face-
book), who borrowed the name of 
the legendary character portrayed 
by Sylvester Stallone because “he 
was a fighter.”  

His real name is Eduardo Ro-
dríguez González, and he was born 
and brought up in the Carranque 
district of Malaga. On working 
days, Edu puts on his National Po-
lice uniform and goes out on pa-
trol. He passed his police exams 
when he was 19 and, after train-
ing at the Academy in Ávila, he 
joined the Public Safety force in 
Madrid.  

On his days off and holidays, he 
dresses in the costume of the su-
perhero, fills his car with petrol 
(at his own expense) and goes off 
to different hospitals to visit chil-
dren who are suffering from can-
cer. “I’ve been to hospitals in Ma-
drid, Seville, Cadiz, Jerez, Murcia, 
Malaga... I go wherever I’m called,” 
he explains.  

But the superhero who lies be-
neath the police uniform was born 
long before Superman. “I was al-
ways affected by things,” says Edu, 
who is 28 now.  

A policeman dressed as Spiderman
An officer from Malaga travels all over Spain to visit children suffering from cancer

Edu, outside the Materno 
hospital; as we took the 

photos, two children 
recognised him and 

rushed over for a hug.  
:: SALVADOR SALAS
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“When I was little, when I used 
to see famous people visiting chil-
dren with cancer in hospital, I used 
to ask myself why they couldn’t 
be like any other child, at home in 
their house. It had a real impact 
on me, seeing them with no hair, 
wearing a mask, and it seemed so 
unfair.”  

It all started six years ago. Once 
he had finished his training and 
been awarded his police badge, Edu 
decided the time had come to do 
something. 

 “I had more spare time by then, 
and I joined an association as a vol-
unteer. When I had time off, I used 
to come to Malaga and spend three 
hours a week visiting children in 
hospital,” he says.  

He recalls what it was like to 
walk onto the Oncology ward for 
the first time. “I felt very nervous. 
I saw a little boy running outside 
and going under a table. He wanted 
to play hide-and-seek. I decided to 
forget protocol, and got under the 
table with him,” he says.  

That boy was Sergio, aged seven, 
from La Línea de la Concepción, 
and he has been cured. Edu always 
tries to keeps in contact with the 
families and children he visits.  

The story of Lolo, an eight-year-
old boy from Madrid who had 
spent three years undergoing treat-
ment for an unusual type of leu-
kemia, resembles that of the film 
‘La vita è bella’ (1997), directed by 
Roberto Benigni, in which Guido 
Orefice, an Italian Jew, used his 
imagination to protect his son from 
the horrors of a Nazi concentra-

tion camp.  
Manuel, like Guido, 

turned the hell of the 
hospital into a game 
for his son Lolo, 
making him believe 
that he was there 
to find out what 
type of super-
hero he was. 
That, said 
Manuel, was 
why he had to 
have so many 
tests.  

When they 
put the reservoir 
in place to give 
Lolo the treatment, 
his father told him 
he was Ironman.  

When they did tran-
sufsions, Manuel said they 
were injecting him with spi-
der venom which held the su-
perpowers of Spiderman. 

When they sedated him, it was 
to give him the ‘adamantium’ which 
Wolverine’s body also contains. 

And when they gave him the 
chemotherapy, his parents said the 
orange colour of the drugs was be-
cause they were magic potions.  

However, in the world they cre-
ated for their son, there was a need 
for a flesh-and-blood superhero, 
and that superhero was Edu.  

“One day Mariano (who was on 
the reception desk) told me that 
Spiderman was coming, and that’s 
how I met Edu. Lolo was in a bad 
mood that day, but meeting Spi-
derman had a very positive effect 

on him. They became great 
friends and I thought it 

was fantastic,” says 
Manuel. 

 Afterwards, it 
was Lolo who sur-

prised Edu: he hid 
in the wardrobe 
and when the 
policeman went 
into the room, 
he suddenly ap-
peared in a Spi-
derman cos-
tume of his own. 
“They are a really 

great family,” says 
Edu.  

Lolo has now 
been released from 

the Niño Jesús hospi-
tal in Madrid, where he 

had spent two years. The 
results of his latest check up, 

earlier this month, were “good”. 

Facebook and Twitter 

“They see me as a big brother,” says 
Edu, who has a Facebook page and 
a Twitter profile with the name 
‘spidermanylossuperpelones’, 
where he receives requests for vis-
its and keeps in contact with the 
families. “I normally make one trip 
a week,” he explains.  

He pays for everything himself 
and receives no assistance. “I won’t 
accept money from anybody. I 
never have. Once, a mother rang 
me and asked how much it cost. 
It’s free. I would cut my hand off 
rather than take a single euro from 
parents who are going through 

something like this,” he insists.  
He says he has lost count of the 

children who have found a smile 
when they saw him dressed as Spi-
derman. “It’s impossible to know, 
because when I go to a hospital I 
visit everyone in the ward and it 
can be 20 or 25 patients. But I keep 
in contact with most of the fami-
lies who ring me because they 
want me to surprise their children. 
Every one leaves you with a spe-
cial memory, because they are all 
unique and special.” 

There are some that he hasn’t 
lost count of: the ones who are no 
longer with us.  

“There have been 29,” says Edu. 
“It’s very hard, because you be-
come friends with their parents 
and they seem like younger broth-
ers or sisters to me, too. You are 
with them in that final stage and 
help them to die so that at least 
they are not afraid. That is some-
thing truly important. We need 
more people who are prepared to 
do that. It isn’t easy. If a parent 
comes and asks you whether their 
son is going to die, you want to say 
“no, everything’s going to be fine, 
you’ll see.” But you can’t lie to 
them, because they’ll only blame 
you later. You have to be honest 
and say, “Look, I don’t know.”  
–How can you go through that 
pain over and over again? How 
do you cope with it? 
–Sometimes you go home feeling 
really depressed and you lose faith 
in everything. “How can this hap-
pen?” you think. “Why 
should a three-year-old die?” 

Little Lolo dressed up to give Edu 
a surprise when he was due to 
visit him at the hospital. :: SUR

Edu pays for everything 
himself: “I would cut off 
my hand rather than 
ask parents for money”

>
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But the children make eve-
rything easier because they 

never stop being children. And you 
can’t let yourself be overwhelmed 
by it. If you do about one, you can’t 
help the next one. When you do 
feel like that, though, it’s impor-
tant to know how to get out of it, 
because otherwise you could end 
up suffering from depression and 
having to take medication.  

Spiderman is only skin deep. An 
easy photo. “People know I get 
dressed up in a costume to visit 
the hospitals, but that is only look-
ing on the surface. This isn’t like 
Carnival in Cadiz. About 99 per 
cent of my work is done without 
the costume. Every time I have a 
day off, I go to the hospital as Edu, 
not as Spiderman.”  

Over time, he has developed a 
very personal theory about how 
death can be the antidote to living 
with a daily hell.  

“When you spend time doing 
this, you understand that death as 
we know it doesn’t exist. We all 
come here for something and we 
all have to leave for a reason. And 
we will never know exactly what 
that is until the film ends for us and 
we read the words ‘The End’. I think 
these children are like soldiers. They 
come to fulfil a mission, which may 
be to meet their parents, and dis-
cover the important things in life, 
or maybe they will be the reason 
for two brothers who haven’t spo-
ken for years to reunite. Like sol-
diers, they suffer, and then after-
wards they go home.” 
–Do you believe that you have su-

perpowers? 
–We all have them. The strongest 
ones are love and determination. 
A person who is determined, even 
if they have no arms and legs, can’t 
be stopped by anybody. Those are 
my superpowers, but there’s noth-
ing special about me. I have them, 
and so does everyone who wants 
to do what I do. What I do know is 
that this is my path. Everyone has 
their place in life, and this is mine.  

When we were photographing 
Spiderman, Eduardo and the police 
officer, three people in one skin, 
for this article, outside the Materno 
hospital, a mother arrived at the 
door of the Emergency Department 
with two small children. “Look 
Mummy, it’s Edu!” exclaimed the 
little ones almost in unison, as they 
ran to give him a hug. 

The president and 
secretary of the Andrés 
Olivares Foundation 
sometimes dress up and 
accompany Edu on his 
visits to hospitals  

:: J. C. 
MALAGA. Theirs is not the saga of 
the X-Men or the Revengers, and 
their rivals aren’t Magneto and Loki. 
Their enemies, the ones they try to 
beat with through smiles, are fear, 
sadness and loss of hope.  

“I’m Batman, and together we 
are the ‘Superheroes of Hearts’,” 
says Andrés Olivares, president of 
the foundation which bears his 
name and works on emotional help 
for children with cancer, and their 
families.  

Although they arrived at the same 
destination, they did so via differ-
ent roads. For Edu ‘Balboa’, the po-
lice offer and Spiderman, it was 
through empathy, while for Andrés 
it was due to a very traumatic per-
sonal experience. His son Luis had 
leukemia and, after a long battle 
against the cancer, he died in 2007. 
He was nine years old. “I had this 

idea before he died. He was very 
generous,” says Andrés. “It was 
dreadful at the time, but I have 
grown since then. It woke me up. 
My son changed my life because of 
his illness.”  

So, three years later, the founda-
tion was born. When Edu arrived 
there dressed as Spiderman, and An-
drés saw how much the children 
loved it, he decided to go even fur-
ther. “I dress as Batman and Rob-

erto, the secretary, as a Transformer,” 
he says. They visit hospitals together 
whenever they can. “We’re like three 
brothers,” says Andrés.  

Edu admits that Andrés is his 
‘teacher’ as well as a good friend. 
“Our routine is a bit unusual. We ar-
range to meet up and have lunch to-
gether in the cafés at the hospitals. 
I wouldn’t take any step in the fu-
ture unless Andrés thought it was a 
good idea,” he says.

“I’m Batman and together we’re 
the ‘Superheroes of Hearts’ ”

The group of superheroes, on one of their visits to a hospital. :: SUR

A prize winner for 
his work 

Eduardo Rodríguez on Tuesday 
received the ¡Buenos días, Javi y 
Mar! Prize for his work with 
children with cancer. 

The prize, awarded by Cadena 
100, recognises the work of peo-
ple who selflessly give up their 
time and efforts to make the 
word a better place. 

Edu received the award at a gala 
evening, held at the Cine Capitol 
in Madrid, from singer Sergio 
Dalma, athlete Chema Martínez 
and magician Antonio Díaz.

:: SUR 

MALAGA. Researchers at the Al-
lergy Clinical Management Unit at 
the Carlos Haya regional hospital 
and at the Biomedical Research In-
stitute in Malaga (Ibima) are taking 
part in a European project which is 
researching the use of nanomicro-
technology as a way of detecting 
food allergies.  
      The main objective of this pro-
ject is to transfer into clinical prac-
tice a technological optic diagnos-
tic device which will enable doc-
tors to detect at least 90 per cent 
of the most common food allergies 
in Europe early.  
      The early detection system in-
volves testing a single drop of blood 
and it will reduce costs and the 
technical requirements which are 
currently necessary.   
    María José Torres, a researcher 
and the director of the Allergy 
CMU at the regional hospital, says 
“the availability of cheap, fast and 
reliable results will change the way 
people organise their health and 
dietary habits.”  
     The device, which is known as 
‘AllerScreening’, is expected to 
mark a turning point in allergy 
diagnosis as it can be carried out 
at local health centres.

Carlos Haya and 
Ibima participate in 
a Europe-wide 
project to detect 
allergies earlier

>
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VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Christmas and 
New Year can often take their toll  on 
people already struggling with de-
pression or addictions, be they alco-
hol or drug dependency, shopping or 
the inability to leave a mobile phone 
for more than a few minutes.  

New Year is traditionally a good 
time to think about new beginnings 
and a new weekly meeting, starting 
on Tuesday 9 January at Centro 
Dharma in El Trapiche, could be a 
good place to start. 

Bob Manning, who is Welsh, came 
to Spain in 1986, and Gerda Smit, who 
is Dutch and came here in 2008, are 
leading the sessions and they explain 
that they have both experienced ad-
dictions themselves: “The more we 
get to know about addictive behav-
iour, the more we realise that we all 
are somewhere on the scale. 

“We as society have cultivated the 
habit to look away from anything in-
convenient, to mask our fears, grief, 
guilt or shame - often with depres-
sion or dependency as a result.” 

At the age of nine, Bob was sent to 

a military boarding school, which he 
believes seriously affected him psy-
chologically. For the last seven years 
he says he has recovered from a de-
pendency to alcohol that spanned 
three decades, after managing to stop 
his cocaine addiction 20 years before 
that. Now he uses his experience and 
knowledge to help others. He is a li-
censed counsellor and detox acupunc-
ture therapist.  

Gerda grew up in a family that was 
affected by alcoholism and depression 
and has struggled with suicidal de-
pression herself for many years. Since 
moving to Spain she says she has been 
able to reevaluate her life and lifestyle. 
She says her focus is now on energy 
medicine (licensed), trauma-release, 
meditation and whole foods. 

Bob and Gerda say that while a 
lot of people are able to face their 
fears and turn their lives around, 
many more struggle with the per-
severance and consistency that are 
needed to make the change: “Hav-
ing a like-minded and compassion-
ate community at one’s side has 
proven to be of great support in life-
changing processes.” 

The weekly meetings, held under 
the umbrella of ‘Refuge Recovery’,  
are described as “a mindfulness-based, 
peer-to-peer approach to recovery”. 
The couple explain that while they 
are neither Buddhists nor Christians, 

they “take spiritual practices at heart”, 
putting mindfulness, forgiveness, 
compassion and generosity into their 
practice.  

The meetings will be open to any-
one who feels they could benefit from 
them and are on a donation basis. 
They include guided meditation, re-
covery-related tools, group sharing 
and discussion. “The only require-
ment is to be sober when you come,” 
adds Gerda.  

Bob and Gerda explain that Ref-
uge Recovery is not a centre, but a 
free recovery programme, like Alco-
holics Anonymous and SMART Re-
covery. It is a young organisation 
which first started in the USA and is 
gaining momentum in the recovery 
world. Bob and Gerda are set to start 
the first group in Spain calling it Sun, 
Sea and Sangha. 

“This is not only for people in ac-
tive addiction, but also for people 
who are already recovering but are 
suffering from depression, codepend-
ency, having problems with overeat-
ing because they stopped smoking, 
drinking or using, etcetera,” they say. 

Bob and Gerda add that family 
members are welcome to attend the 
meetings to learn how they can help 

their loved ones. 
The meetings will take place every 

Tuesday, starting 9 January, from 7 
to 8pm at the holistic center Centro 
Dharma on Calle Poeta Garcia Val-
verde in El Trapiche.  

For more information, directions 
or private consultations contact ei-
ther Bob on 642352013 or Gerda on  
605601139.

Gerda and Bob will start their weekly meetings on 9 January. :: SUR

Refuge Recovery weekly meetings for those 
struggling with addictions or depression are 
starting up in El Trapiche on 9 January

Helping to start the new 
year on a positive note 

Following two charitable mis-
sions to Kenya to carry out re-
constructive surgery, treating 
85 adults and children, Ocean 
Clinic Marbella has received the 
Medical Charity Award at the 
German Medical Awards. The 
clinic is now seeking support 
for its 2018 Relief Camp.

OCEAN CLINIC 

RECEIVES 

GERMAN AWARD

:: SUR

JENNIE  
RHODES

 rhodes_jennie@hotmail.com
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EXHIBITIONS 

Roberto Matta 
 Marbella. Until 26 May 2018. 
Museo Ralli, Urb Coral beach. 
Temporary exhibition of the Chil-
ean artist Roberto Matta of surre-
alistic abstract art. His works rep-
resents his own vision of the 
world and art through the invisi-
ble, the psyche, the cosmos, with-
out losing reference to his origins 
or nature. Tel. 952 85 79 23 /  
marbella@rallimuseums.org 

The Russian museum 
 Malaga. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 
Sor Teresa Prat. Tues-Sun 9.30am - 
10pm. 
The seasonal exhibition ‘La aven-
tura del color’ which is running 
until 4 February next year, will 
feature Alexéi Jawlensky (1864–
1941). A contemporary and friend 
of Vasilly Kandinsky, Gabriele 
Münter and  Paul Klee among 
other famous artists of the early 
twentieth century.  The museum 
is also holding an exhibition of po-
litical posters ‘Carteles de la Revo-
lución’ consisting of simple but ef-
fective images deemed suitable 
for the masses. The posters fea-
tured workers, soldiers in the Red 
army and country labourers per-
sonifying the power of the people.  
The annual exhibition is entitled 
La Dinastía Románov and in-
cludes many portraits of Russian 
royalty  before the last Tsar and 
his family were assassinated in 
1918. 

Rubén Guerrero 
 Malaga. Until 28 January. Centro de 
artes Contemporáneo. 
The ‘Familias Mínimas (Rojo, 
amarillo y azul)’ exhibition fea-
tures 11 paintings of places, build-
ings and words. 

Museum Jorge Rando 
Malaga. Until 25 February.  Cruz 
del Molinillo, 12 
A temporary exhibition entitled 
‘Nacerán Nuevas Auroras’ (the 
Birth of Colour) is currently on dis-
play. The museum also holds po-
etry and musical events.  
kontakt@museojorgerando.org 

Female artists and surrealism  
Malaga. Until 28 January.  
Misunderstood, fighters and rebels, 
in some cases eclipsed or abused by 
their male partners, their lives and 
reactions to criticism and social 
convention were reflected in their 
art. The art from this group of fe-
male artists was not recognised nor 
accepted for far too long; they in-
clude names such as Eileen Agar, 
Claude Cahun and Unica Zürn.   

Playmobil nativity scene 
 Malaga. Until 12 January. Salas Min-
gorance, Archivo Municipal, 
Alameda Principal.  
The Association ‘Click Clack’ have 
set up a complete nativity scene us-
ing 3,000 Playmobil figures and 
20,000 pieces n total, including the 
scenery etc.  

JM Galería 
Malaga. Until 1 January. Duquesa 

de Parcent 12.  
JMshow consists of photos, paint-
ings, drawings and sculpture by 
various artists. www.galeriajm.com 
or email: galeria@galeriajm.com   

Pat Graham 
Malaga. Until 5 January. Centro 
Cultural Provincial María Victoria 
Atencia.  
American photographer Pat Gra-
ham is exhibiting a collection of his 
photos taken with a polaroid cam-
era. The theme of ‘Pasado perfecto’ 
as the exhibition is called, is urban 
cultures. 

Buren at the Cube 
Malaga. Until 14 January. Pompi-
dou Centre, Malaga port.  
Daniel Buren, the artist who cre-
ated the iconic design on the 
‘Cube’  at the Pompidou Centre, is 
exhibiting more of his work at the 
museum.  

Ventana Abierta, Casa Natal

:: TONY BRYANT 
COÍN.  Coín will be getting in the 
festive mood when the town 
hosts a live music Christmas party 
in the Alameda today, Friday. 

The concert will be performed 
by Coín rock band, Dvuelta, a 
popular five-piece who have been 
performing together for more 
than 20 years.  

The event promises to be a 
must for lovers of pop and rock 
music because Dvuelta will pay 
tribute to some of Spain’s most 
legendary bands, including Los 
Secretos, Radio Futura and Los 
Ronaldos, all of whom were part 
of the La Movida movement of 

the 80s and 90s.  
Dvuelta will also perform 

some of the biggest hit songs of 
international artists like Tina 
Turner, The Rolling Stones and 
The Police. 

The band is extremely enter-
taining and is sure to get the audi-
ence moving with their energetic 
stage show and musical profes-
sionalism. 

The concert, which is free, will 
be held on the bandstand in the 
Alameda de Coín and will start at 
11.30pm and continue until 
2.30am.

A rock and roll 

Christmas in Coín

Dvuelta will perform at Coín’s Christmas concert on Friday.  ::  SUR

z·   www.coin.es
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Jaime Sordo 
Malaga. Until 14 January. Sala de 
La Coracha, Museo del Patrimonio 
Municipal, Pase de Reding. Free. 
In the annex to the MUPAM is an 
exhibition of contemporary photo-
graphs from the collection Los Bra-
gales belonging to businessman 
Jaime Sordo. The exhibition is en-
tilted ‘Escenas: acción y representa-
ción’ and includes work by Pierre 
Gonnord, Per Bercley, Regina José 
Galindo and many others. 

Subconscious in a box 
Malaga. Until 7 January. Museo 
Picasso. 
Youngsters and woman at risk have 
contributed their creative talents 
to an exhibition at the Picasso Mu-
seum. ‘El cajón del subconsciente’ 
consists of many little boxes which 
contain the artists’ subconscious 
thoughts. Some examples are con-
ceptual, others more emotional.   

Picasso, Ventana Abierta 
Malaga. Until 7 January. Funda-
ción Picasso, Casa Natal. 
An exhibition of works completed 
by students who have attended the 
educational programme ‘Artetera-
pia. The aim of the programme is to 
assist the social rehabilitation of 
patients between 30 and 58 years 
old with mental health problems.  

Gris and Blanchard 
Malaga. Until February. Museo 
Carmen Thyssen, C/Compañia, 10 
Works by Maria Blanchard, Juan 
Gris, Jean Metzinger, Jacques Li-
chitz and Albert Gleizes illustrate 
the ‘second period’ of cubism. 

Paco Cabello 
Malaga. Until 2 February. Funda-
ción Unicaja, Mon-Fri -8pm. 
The Unicaja Foundation will be 
holding an exhibition of works by 
the sculptor Paco Cabello.  

Antonio Yesa 
Malaga. Until 16 January, Galeria 
Alfajar opposite the gardens of 
Malaga Cathedral.  
‘Cualquier lugar es Bueno’, is the 
name of the exhibition by Antonio 
Yesa. 

Francisco Leiro 
Malaga. Until 7 January. Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 
An exhibition of sculptures com-
pleted over the last decade by 
Galician artist Francisco Leira 
whose work reflects fragility and 
human vulnerability.   

Madame Butterfly 
Malaga. From 23 December until 
10 January. Museo Automovilístico 
y de la Moda, Edificio Tabacalera. 
10am-7pm Closed Mondays. 
The seasonal exhibition at the mu-
seum is entitled ‘Madame Butter-
fly’ and is a dedicated to the luxury 
of fashion from an era when Orien-
tal style was in vogue. 24 and 31 
December open 10am-2pm.  

Bad Taste 
Malaga. Until 14 January. La 
Térmica, Avda de Los Guindos, 48. 
The exhibition forms part of the 
Festival de Cultura Basura. ‘Subur-
ban culture’ take centre stage ac-
companied by conferences and 
prose by the filmmaker and writer 
John Waters.  

‘Picassiano’ 
 Malaga. Until 21 January. Casa Natal 
de Picasso, Plaza de la Merced. 
The exhibition entitled ‘Guernica y 

Otros Disatres’ aims to bring a new 
approach to Guernica, Picasso’s 
mural showing the horrors of war, 
on the 80th anniversary of the 
bombing of the village.  

Ignacio Tovar 
 Malaga. Until 21 January. Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 
‘Cantándote Bajito’ is the title of 
the exhibition by Ignacio Tovar 
who interprets flamenco in his 
paintings using the full spectrum 
of colours on his palette.  

Dance Practice 
 Malaga. Until 8 January. Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 
The video entitled Dance Practice 
was made in 1995 by Douglas Gor-
don, Jonathon Monk and Dave Al-
len. It shows a mix of music and 
dance, combining the music of the 
60s with contemporary art. 

The Stones and The Beatles 
Malaga. Until 18 June. La Térmica, 
Avda de Los Guindos.  
‘Rival’ photographers Terry 
O’Neill and Gered Mankowitz im-
mortalised some of the most im-
portant bands in history includ-
ing The Beatles and The Rolling 
Stones.  

Antonio Montiel 
Antequera. Until 6 January. The 
Town Hall.  
An exhibition by local artist Anto-
nio Montiel.   

Mijas Photography Group 
 Mijas Pueblo. Until 7 January. Casa 
Museo de Mijas 
A collection of photos taken by a 
group international photographers. 

Alfredo Opisso 
 Mijas Pueblo. Until 10 January. Cen-
tro de Arte Contemporáneo. 
An exhibition of works by Alfredo 
Opisso. 

Loida CriadoMore 
 Mijas. Until 7 January. Casa de la 
Cultura Las Lagunas. 
An exhibition of photographs 
taken by Liado CriadoMore enti-
tled Women 5.2.  

Galería Krabbe 
Frigiliana. Until 20 January. 
Galería Krabbe, C/Rosario La 
Joaquín.  
The Christmas collective exhibi-
tion will feature the work of six fe-
male Danish artists.   
galeriakrabbe@gmail.com  >

Subconscious in a box, Malaga.

Gris and Blanchard, Malaga.

CHRISTMAS EDITION
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EXHIBITIONS 

Colores en Navidad 
 Almuñécar. Until 7 January. Casa de 
la Cultura. 
Paintings, sculpture and prints 
by artists Marikilla Cascos, María 
Ángeles Raya, Pepe González, 
José Cabrera, Doris Pizarro, Paco 
Ariza and Sagrario Peramos. 
Organised by Asociación Arte-
Sur. 

CHARITY 

Christmas day with AID 
 Coín. 25 December, from 1.30pm. 
Los Cabales restaurant. 39.90€. 
Full Christmas lunch with live 
entertanment from Geoff 
Jameson. No children under 13. 
Book in advance from AID second 
hand warehouse in Alhaurín el 
Grande. Tel: 626942427. 

Christmas concert for Oxfam 
Malaga. 22 December, 8pm. Sala 
María Cristina, Fundación Unicaja,  
C/Marqués  de Valdecañas. 10€ 
Choirs from Rincón de la Victoria, 
La Invisible and the Ilustre Colegio 
de Abogados de Málaga will take 
part in a concert to raise funds for 
Intermón Oxfam. 

Navijazz for AVI 
 Malaga. 23 December, 8pm. Sala 
María Cristina, Fundación Unicaja,  
C/Marqués  de Valdecañas. 10€ 
Swing jazz concert by the 
Asociación de Jazz de Málaga to 
raise funds for the Asociación por la 
Vida Independiente (AVI) who 
help people with diverse 
disabilities to integrate into society 
and live independently. Tickets 
from their Facebook page or 
www.avimalaga.org  

MUSIC & DANCE  

The Wall Bar 
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free.  
222 December:  Sñr Blues. Jesús 
Aranda and Alberto Soler. Blues,  
country and rock’n’roll. 
23 December: Susan Valery and 
Adrian Lombardi. Jazz and vocals. 

Joven Orquesta Barroca de 
Andalucía 
 Malaga. 23 December, Auditorio 
Edgar Neville, C/Pacifíco. 
The Orfeón Preuniversitario de 
Málaga choir will be performing 
with soprano Alba Moreno and 
mezzosoprano Marta Infante in 
a varied programme. Free by  
invitation. 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 

Malaga. Teatro Cervantes  
21, 22 December, 9pm. The 
Messiah by composers Händel 
and with adaptations by Mozart. 
Soprano Isabel Monar, 
mezzosoprano Marta Infante, 
tenor Enrico Iviglia and baritone 
Thomas Laske. They will be 
accompanied by the Cármina 
Nova choir. 

Bud Spencer Band 
 Torremolinos. 22 December, Sala 
Pink Elephant, C/Decano Juan de 
Espino. 
Tributes to Bob Dylan, The Who, 
Creedence Clearwater Revival, Bad 
Company, Rolling Stones etc. More 
details can be found on the Face-
book page: The Pink Elephant. 

Candy Christmas 
 Torremolinos. 22 December, 
8.30pm. La Plaza Costa del Sol. 
Gema, Laura and Sara from the 
Geiko Group will be performing 
traditional Christmas carols in Eng-
lish and Spanish songs. Their reper-
toire includes pop, soul and funk, 
among other genres. 

Mad Dogs 
 Malaga. 22 December, 10pm. La 
Cochera Cabaret. Av. de los Guin-
dos. 10€ 
The Malaga band Mad Dogs pay 
tribute to Joe Cocker.  
www.lacocheracabaret.com 

City centre concerts 
 Malaga. Plaza de la Constitución. 
22 December, 7pm. Gospel I, 
8pm.Ortigosa. Esto es la Navidad 
23 December, 7pm. Hans 
Christian Anderson theatre. 8pm. 
Zambomba Casa Pestiño. 
26 December, 7pm. Escalonías 
Ntra Sra de Gracia and Colegio 
Gibraljaire. 8pm. Grupo 
Mediterráneo. 
27 December, 7pm. Benajemí 
choir, Nuestro Navidad. 8pm. Son 
de Málaga choir. 
28 December, 7pm. Romero de la 
Hermanidad de la Alegría choir. 
8pm. Gym Victory. 
29 December, 7pm. Zambomba 
Hermanas Alarcón. 8pm. Antonio 
de Verónica. Zambomba de la 
Familia Sánchez Cortés. 

Zambombá 
 Malaga. 22, 23 December, 8pm. 
Teatro Echegaray. 15€ 
Singer Alejandro Estrada heads the  
programme of one of the most 
popular Spanish traditions, the 
zambombá. 

The Royal Russian Ballet 

>

Candy Christmas, Torremolinos

CHRISTMAS EDITION

MALAGA. The Cervantes Theatre 
in Malaga has some spectacular 
shows planned over the Christmas 
period.  

Today, Friday 22 December, is a 
concert by the Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra of Handel’s / Mozart’s 
Messiah with soprano Isabel Monar, 
mezzosoprano Marta Infante and 
baritone Thomas Laske. It starts at 
9pm.  

The San Petersburg Army choir, 
ballet and orchestra will be return-
ing again this year to perform at the 
theatre. With over one hundred 
musicians, dancers and singers, they 
will be performing dances and songs 
from traditional Russian folklore. 
The show is on Boxing Day, 26 De-
cember at 5.30pm.  

Following the San Petersburg 
Army Choir will be the Alabama 
Gospel Choir. They will be singing 
a variety of gospel songs reflecting 
the influence of Negro Spirituals 
and African slave music  mixed with 
funk and blues. The curtain goes 
up at 9.30pm on 26 December. 

More rousing music is planned 
for 27 December with the Cinema 
Symphony Orchestra which will 
be performing tracks from the big-
gest Hollywood films. The concert 
starts at 5.30pm. 

At 9.30pm the same day, Quee-

nie, the Queen tribute band, will 
be in concert. The powerful ballads 
of Freddie Mercury, the universally 
known anthems that took Queen 
to the top of the charts many times 
over the last forty years are faith-
fully reproduced by what is billed 
as ‘The Best World Queen Tribute 
Band’.  

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra 
is back at the Cervantes Theatre on 

3 January at 8pm for the Special 
New Year’s Concert.  

Christmas at Cervantes

Where: Teatro Cervantes, 
C/Ramos Marín, Malaga. 

Tickets: www.unientradas.es 
or from the box office.

CONCERTS

The San Petersburg Army Choir and Ballet, Malaga.

‘Queenie’, Malaga.
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 Malaga. TeatroAlameda  
225 December, 7.30pm. The Royal 
Russian ballet will be performing 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite. 
26, 27 December, 9.30pm. The 
Royal Russian ballet will be 
performing Swan Lake. 
Tickets: www.teatroalameda.com 

Christmas concert 
 Toremolinos. 28 December, mid-
day. Plaza Costa del Sol 
The Malaga Promúsica Chamber 
Orchestra and the Young Orchestra 
will be playing for passerbys in this 
open-air concert. 

Traditional carol concert 

 Malaga. 29 December, 8.30pm. 
Malaga Cathedral. Free. 
The Canasteros choir will be sing-
ing Spanish villancicos (carols). 

European Sinfonietta 
 Gibraltar. 4 January, John Mackin-
tosh Hall Theatre, 5.30pm for chil-
dren, £7; 8.30pm adults 10£. 
The European Sinfonietta, con-
ducted by Wouter Padberg. The 
programme combines composi-
tions by the Strauss dynasty. The 
concert for children will include a 
draw. Winners will be able to con-
duct and instruments will be sup-
plied so that they can play with the 
orchestra during those pieces. Tick-

ets for the Orchestral Concert for 
children are free of charge for kids 
and their families. Collect them 
from City Hall, Mario Finlayson 
National Art Gallery reception.  
Children’s ID cards must be shown.  
Tickets for evening perofrmance 
£20 from Scarello’s Coffe shop, Sil-
ver Shop or call  200 72134. 
www.buytickets.gi 

Concert for the Kings 
 Sotogrande. 4 January, 8pm. Igle-
sia de Nuestra Señora de la Merced 
The soprano Lourdes Martín-Leiva 
and the tenor Luis Mª Pacetti will 
be accompanied by the pianist José 
Manuel Padilla in this grand gala concert. 

TIMS Christmas concerts 
Malaga. 
21 January, 8pm. Malaga cathedral. 

Flamenco and carols 
 Malaga. 29 December, 9.30pm. Tea-

tro Cervantes. 
Ainhoa Arteta and Estrella 
Morente will be performing tra-
ditional flamenco with an added 
Christmas twist of traditional 
Spanish carols.  

EVENTS  

New Year’s Eve celebrations 
 Torremolinos. 31 December, from 
11pm. La Plaza de la Nogalera. 
A marquee will be set up with a 
bar and live music from Kassia 
and Money Makers to welcome 
in the New Year.  

Trip to see Three Kings parade 
Fuengirola. 5 January departing 
2.25pm from bullring and 2.30pm 
Feria ground. 15€ 
Fundación Lux Mundi Fuengirola.  
C/Nueva 3. Call 952474840 
for more information. >

New Year’s Eve , Torremolinos.

CHRISTMAS EDITION

:: ANTONIO JAVIER LÓPEZ 

MALAGA. Works by one of the 
most renowned sculptors in the 
Spanish baroque style are on dis-
play in the Palacio Episcopal in 
Malaga. They were created by 
Malaga-born Fernando Ortiz, 
who worked for the court dur-
ing the early eighteenth century. 
His work was often overshad-
owed by another famous artist 
of the time, Pedro de Mena.  

The works of the artists differ 
in subtle but important ways: 
Mena had a more mystic and con-
tained style in comparison to the 
exuberance of Ortiz.  

For example, in the work ‘Do-

lorosas’ by Mena, the figure has  
hands clasped together in a sign 
of restraint, while Ortiz sculpts 
them with arms spread wide and 
the face lifted to the sky. 

Around 31 pieces from all cor-

ners of Spain have been brought 
together for the exhibition. One 
sculpture, the Virgen de la 
Merced has been in the main al-
tarpiece of the Mercedarian 
monks of Osuna (Seville) for the 
past 150 years and  is now dis-
played in the Episcopal palace.  

There is also a wooden carving 
of St Francis of Assisi (1738) from 
the Museo Nacional de Escultura 
and a Santa Teresa de Jesús (1766), 
a carving that displays the artis-
tic identity of Ortiz.  

Entry to the exhibition is four 
euros (half price for pensioners,  
students, large families, the un-
employed and disabled). 

Exhibition of baroque art

 When.  Until 14 January. 

 Where.   Palacio Episcopal, 
(Ars Málaga), Plaza del Obispo. 

 What. Over thirty pieces of 
religious art from all over Spain.

DETAILS

Pieces have come from all over Spain. ::  F. G. The bust of San Juan de Dios ::  FERNANDO GONZÁLEZ
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Trip to Arcos de la Frontera 
Fuengirola. 5 January, 7.55am 
various departure points 36€. 
One of Andalucía’s most dramati-
cally-positioned villages. Included 
is transport, a guided tour and 
lunch. Fundación Lux Mundi 
Fuengirola.  C/Nueva 3.  
952474840 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

Age Concern dinner and dance 
Mijas Costa. 22 December 7.30m. 
Hotel Tamisa Golf. 30€ 
Age Concern Christmas party with 
canapes and drinks on arrival fol-
lowed by a four-course meal with 
fish and vegetarian options. Also 
wine, water and Christmas crack-
ers. Entertainment is provided by 
singer Laura Elen. A special 20% 
discount off bar prices for all Age 
Concern guests and transport to 
and from the hotel. 12€ return per 
person with a minimum of 40 
guests booking the coach. Tickets:  
Age Concern Charity shop, C/Fran-
cisco Cano, Los Boliches or the Ho-
tel Tamisa Golf Reception. Call 
686289904. 

Live nativity 
 La Herradura. 23 December, 
9.30pm. Plaza de la Independencia. 
The townspeople all take part in 
bringing the nativity alive in the 
village by dressing up and 
converting the streets into a village 
from biblical times. 

Christmas market 
 Gibraltar Until 23 December. Wed, 
Thurs noon until 8pm, Fri, Sat 
10am until 10pm. Line Wall Road. 
Cultural Services and the Gibraltar 
Artisans market are joining forces. 

There will be craft stalls, mulled 
wine, mince pies,entertainment, 
and face painting etc. 

New Year’s swim 
 Los Boliches. 1 January, 2pm. Res-
taurante Videra, Paseo Marítimo. 
A new venue this year at the Videra 
restaurant. There will be safety di-
vers to assist if necessary, an auc-
tion, raffle and BBQ. Proceeds to 
PAWS. Facebook 4pawsadoptions 
or tel: 606572407, email   
stacey@4pawsadoptions.com. 

Christmas market 
 Torremolinos. Until 3 January. Avda 
Palma Mallorca.  
The Christmas market in the Avda 
Palma de Mallorca is open from 
10am-4pm and 4.30pm-9pm. 

Papá Noel Village 
 Torremolinos Until 4 January. Plaza 
Costa del Sol. 
The Father Christmas village will 
be open every day from 11am until 
2pm and 5pm until 9pm. Next to 
the village will be free children’s 
activities and workshops.  

Christmas church services 
 Alhaurín el Grande. Cemetery 

chapel. 
224 December, 4.30pm.  Family 
Christingle Service with Holy 
Communion. (No Sunday 
morning service). 
25 December, 11.30am.  Holy 
Communion. 
Benalmádena. Capilla San José. 
24 December, 9.30am.  Morning 
prayer. (No service on Christmas 
Day). 
Calahonda. Iglesia San Miguel. 
24 December, 9.30am. Holy 
Communion. 7.30pm. Family 
Christingle Service. 
25 December, 9.30am. Holy 
Communion. 
Los Boliches. Church of Saint  
Andrew. 

24 December, 11.30am. Morning 
prayer. Midnight. Midnight mass. 
25 December, 11.30am. Holy 
Communion. 
Los Boliches. Evangelical Church 
25 December, 11am. Readings and 
popular carols. Tel: 952 460 728  

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-
niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
Wonder Wheel: 18.15, 20.15, 
22.15. 
Downsizing: 16.00, 20.00, 22.25. 
The Sense of an Ending: 17.00. 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
    Ferdinand: 12.30 (Sat, Sun); 16.50 
(every day) 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi: 12.10 
(Sat, Sun); 16.30, 19.30 (every 
day) 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Ferdinand:  12.15, 17.00 (every 
day). 
Wonder Wheel:  12.10, 16.45, 
19.00, 22.30, 00.30 (every day). 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi:  12.00, 
16.20, 19.20, 22.20 (every day). 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
Paddington 2: 15.30 (Sun); 15.45 
(Sat, Tues-Thurs), 17.45 (Fri, 
Mon).  
Murder On The Orient Express: 
20.15 (Everyday except Sunday).  
Wonder Wheel : 17.45 (Tues-
Thurs); 17.50 (Sat); 20.30 (Every 
day except Sunday), 22.45 (Fri). 
Coco: 11.45 (Sat, Sun); 15.50 (Sat); 
16.00 (Tues-Thurs). 
Wonder: 18.00 (Sat, Mon-Thurs). 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi: 15.45, 
17.50 (Sat, Tues-Thurs); 16.00 
(Sun); 17.45 (Fri, Mon); 19.45 
(Fri).  
Ferdinand: 11.45 (Sat, Sun); 15.45 
(Sat, Sun, Tues-Thurs); 17.50 
(Sun); 18.00 (Fri, Sat, Mon-Thurs).  
Jumanji: Welcome To The Jun-
gle: 11.45 (Sat, Sun); 15.30, 17.45 
(Sun); 15.45 (Sat, Tues-Thurs); 
18.00, 20.30, 22.45 (Fri, Sat, Mon-
Thurs). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Ferdinand: 12.40 (Sat, Sun); 
20.45 (every day except Sun) 
Jumanji: Welcome To The Jun-
gle: 18.45 (every day) 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi:  12.15 
(sat, Sun); 16.30 (every day except 
Mon); 19.30, 22.30 (every day ex-
cept Sun) 
Wonder Wheel:  21.15 (every day 
except Sun)

>

:: TONY BRYANT 
MALAGA. The Gerald Brenan 
Cultural Centre in Churriana 
(ACGB) have organised a special 
dual-language seminar on one of 
Gerald Brenan’s most celebrated 
works today, Friday 22 December. 

The event will begin with the 
screening of the film, South from 
Granada, based on Brenan’s book 
of the same name. 

The film, by award-winning 
Spanish film director, Fernando 
Colomo, is an autobiographical ac-
count of Brenan’s life in Yegen, the 
small village nestled in the Alpu-
jarras in Granada where he settled 
in 1920.  

Brenan had just been de-
mobbed when he went in search 
of a cheap place to live where he 
could study and become a writer. 
The young Englishman spent his 
time reading, writing and catch-
ing up on an education which he 
felt he had missed by not attend-
ing university. Despite the re-

moteness of Yegen, Brenan’s con-
tact with the Bloomsbury Group, 
of which he was a fringe mem-
ber, continued and his book re-
counts the visits of Virginia 
Woolf, Lytton Strachey and Dora 
Carrington.   

Following the film, which will 
have English subtitles, a informal 
roundtable will be held to discuss 
the importance of Gerald Brenan’s 
work and his association with 
Spain. The event will be chaired 
by Lola Ortega Muñoz, president 
of the ACGB, and the audience will 
have the opportunity to ask ques-
tions to a select panel of British 
and Spanish writers and journal-
ists that specialise in the culture 
and customs of Andalucía. 

The event, which is free, will 
be held in the Sala de Actos in the 
El Corte Inglés, in Avenida de An-
dalucía, Malaga.  

The film, which lasts for al-
most two hours, will begin at 
5.30pm and the roundtable will 
commence at 7.30pm and last for 
one hour.  

The evening will finish with 
a special piano concert performed 
by Malaga pianist, Julián Laguna 
Vicioso, who will perform a se-
lection of festive music. 

Film and music with Brenan

Gerald Brenan. :: SUR         

Christingle church services

Living nativity, La Herradura

New Year’s swim, Los Boliches

CHRISTMAS EDITION
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LA LÍNEA 

Spain may have been suffering 
from a serious economic crisis in 
recent years but some businesses 
have gone from strength to 
strength thanks to their high stan-
dards and commitment to put-
ting their clients first. Alcaidesa 
Marina is one of these, and can 
be justifiably proud of its achieve-
ment in having won the prestig-
ious 5 Gold Anchor award for 
high quality and service for five 
consecutive years. 

ALCAIDESA IS DIFFERENT 

Anybody who visits Alcaidesa Ma-
rina for the first time will imme-
diately see that it is different. For 
one thing, its location with fabu-
lous views of Gibraltar, makes it 
an inviting marina for boat own-
ers and boat lovers alike. How-
ever, the ambience is also differ-
ent. Alcaidesa believes ports should 
be places where the emphasis is 
on boats and their owners, not on 
shopping, restaurants and night-
life for those who prefer to keep 
their feet firmly on terra firma. As 
a result, this is a quiet marina in 
which boat owners can enjoy a 
good night’s sleep, undisturbed 
by late-night revellers and loud 
music. 

This does not, however, mean 
that it lacks facilities: there is a 
very good restaurant, Alcaidesa 
Lounge Bar, which serves Span-
ish cuisine at reasonable prices 
and the tapas bars and restau-
rants (and of course excellent 

shops) of La Línea and Gibral-
tar are just a five- or ten-minute 
walk away, respectively. 

EASILY ACCESSIBLE 

Alcaidesa Marina is totally fo-
cused on boat owners’ needs. For 
a start, look at the location. The 
port is perfectly located for cruis-
ing the Costa del Sol to the east 
or the Costa de la Luz to the west 
and North Africa is only a few 
nautical miles away.   

For those who need to travel by 
air to or from the UK, Alcaidesa’s 
proximity to Gibraltar airport 
makes it an extremely attractive 
and effortless option. Just a few 
minutes away on foot or by car, 

it cuts travelling time and hassle 
down to a minimum. 

Other factors which most boat 
owners need to take into account, 
whether berthing their boats tem-
porarily or permanently, are the 
facilities and the cost. Alcaidesa 
wins on both counts.   

STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITIES 

In terms of services, this marina 
provides 24-hour, deep water ac-
cess, effective security including 
CCTV, keycoded gates at the 
bridgeheads, lighting, modern wa-
ter and electricity supplies, show-
ers and lavatories, and free WiFi.   

There are fuelling facilities, the 
assistance of professional staff, a 

75-tonne travel hoist  so that es-
sential maintenance and repairs 
can be carried out in a fully-se-
cure gated area, and a chandlery 
for stock and supplies.  

The marina has 625 berths in-
cluding finger berths with side-to 
access for boats up to 15 metres 
and stern-to berths for those up 
to 100-metre superyacht size.   

COMPETITIVE COSTS 

And what, you are probably ask-
ing, does all this cost? Well, there’s 
even more good news in that re-
spect. The annual and short-term 
rates are all highly competitive. 
For example, in 2017 the esti-
mated annual berthing rates in-
cluding the T5 and T0 taxes are 
3,025 euros for a boat which is 
10 metres long, 3,521 for 12 me-
tres, 4,961 for 15 metres, 6,632 
for 18 metres, 8,155 for 20 me-
tres and 11,331 for 25 metres 
(prices do not include IVA). 

It therefore comes as no sur-
prise that in 2017 Alcaidesa Ma-
rina continued to welcome ever 
increasing, annual clients and 
experienced an important rise 
in the number of people leaving 
their boats in the port for the 
winter.   

INNOVATION 

Another reason that Alcaidesa 
has won the coveted 5 Gold An-
chor award so many times is its 
innovative ideas from the ma-
rina team headed up by marina 
manager Tony Valbuena. 

The latest initiatives include 
the low rates boat owners can 
enjoy at this time of year: Al-
caidesa’s low season offer en-
ables berthing for as little as 183 
euros a month and annual berth-
ing for catamarans at the same 
rate as a monohull (limited of-
fer). 

It is little wonder, then, that 
Alcaidesa Marina has already 
made a name for itself, not only 
as a place which is easily acces-
sible, with state-of-the-art facili-
ties and where boats and boat 
owners are the priority, but as 
an example for others to follow.

EXCELLENCE The marina which places the emphasis on boat owners’ needs has won the prestigious                 
5 Gold Anchor award for high-quality service and facilities for five consecutive years

ALCAIDESA MARINA, AN ATTRACTIVE 
PLACE TO BERTH IN ALL SEASONS

Alcaidesa Marina 

CONTACT 

Telephone: 956.021.660  

Email: marina@alcaidesa.com 

Website:    

www.alcaidesamarina.com 

Address: Avenida Principes de 

Asturias S/N, 11300 La Línea de 

la Concepción, Cadiz. 

ADVERTORIAL
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Damián Ramos and 
Sebastián Guerrero are 
creating delicious and 
innovative top quality 
confectionery with 
unusual fillings, using 
products from the 
province of Malaga 

:: ESPERANZA PELÁEZ 

CALETA DE VÉLEZ. The back of 
the house which contains the Pas-
telería Ramos bakery and cake shop 
opens onto the seafront in Caleta 
de Vélez, and Damián Ramos and 
Sebastián Guerrero, the fifth gen-
eration of the Ramos family of bak-
ers, smile when they remember 
spending their childhood between 
two paradises, the beach and the 
oven from which there was a de-
licious smell of baking bread and 
cakes - no matter how hard their 
grandmother tried to stop them 
going in there when they were cov-
ered in sand. 

It was their great-great-grand-
father who started the bakery. 
Many years later, Damián’s mother 
introduced the recipe for the ‘tor-
tas de Algarrobo’ and then other 
cakes as well, but the revolution 
came when Damián and Sebastián 
started to become interested in 
chocolate.  

“First we read books, and then 
we went to a talk given by a con-
fectioner at CIO Mijas and we de-
cided we ought to learn more. We 
took courses and exams, and here 
we are today,” says Sebastián.  

We are interviewing the two 
cousins in their chocolate studio, 
on the upper floor of the building. 
It is 9am and they have already 
been making their bars of gourmet 
chocolate for three hours. It smells 
glorious. “A bakery never really 
stops. We start making cakes very 
early in the morning and when the 
last person leaves at night the bak-
ery workers start to arrive. There 
are 18 of us altogether, and we 
make everything by hand,” ex-
plains Damián as he coats moulds 
in melted chocolate. On the ground 
floor, a batch of cakes is being taken 
from the oven and the air is fra-
grant with chocolate, aniseed and Damián Ramos and Sebastián Guerrero have revolutionised the family run cake shop in Caleta. :: D. MALDONADO

Gourmet chocolate             

with a local flavour



December 22nd to 28th 2017 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

53 FOOD&DRINK

cinnamon. 
Their first creation was choco-

late turrón filled with ganache of 
‘torta de Algarrobo’. Now, their fa-
mous bars of special chocolate 
turrón are made with flavours such 
as pistachio and raspberry; pine 
nuts and salted caramel; Zumbral 
moscatel wine and jasmine; mango; 
orange and Cointreau; avocado and 
lime; and this year, something new: 
ganache of goats’ cheese, Cortijo 
La Fuente Pedro Ximenez and eco-
logical pecans from Haza de Pal-
mar. They are all local products.  

“We decided right from the start 
that we wanted to work with lo-
cal   ingredients, but since we 
joined the Sabor a Málaga brand, 
our range of products has grown 
tremendously. We came up with 
this year’s turrón because at the 
Sabor a Málaga fair last December, 
we were beside that cheese fac-
tory, that winery and the family 
that grows the nuts. We tried their 
products, and the idea just came 
to us,” says Sebastián, as he fills 
the chocolate moulds with differ-
ent ganaches. They will be produc-
ing 8,000 bars of turrón for sale 
this Christmas, and need more 
space: they plan to convert a ter-
race overlooking the sea into a pro-
duction room.  

“We didn’t expect to be this suc-
cessful, but we really love what we 
do and our products are made with 
love, the finest ingredients and, most 
important, a team who share our en-
thusiasm,” says Damián. The team 
includes workers who started with 
Damián’s parents as well as young 
people who have trained at the Cas-
tillo del Marqués catering college.  

“We are also very 
proud that Natividad 
Mercado has joined us; 
one of her desserts won 
the Andalucía Sabor cook-
ery competition. It was a 
great achievement, but she 
has a great deal of talent. She 
had been working in London and 
when she came here we offered her 

a job and she accepted,” he says.  
While the innovations are being 

produced upstairs, the bakery down-
stairs continues to make traditional 
breads, tortas de Algarrobo and cakes, 
such as the ‘cow’s feet’ with cream 
and madeleines. This Christmas it 
will also be selling different types 
of turrón, ‘roscos de vino’ and ‘bor-
rachuelos’, which are filled with 
cream of Malaga moscatel raisins, 
seeds and all.  

“The seeds are part of the essence 
of our raisins and we refuse to re-
move them because they don’t af-
fect the taste and anyway, the cream 
is beaten so you don’t notice them,” 
says Damián. 

However, despite their inno-
vative ideas, these two young 

men, who are the only confec-
tioners from Malaga in the 
Eurotoques association of 
European chefs, remain true 
to their roots. “We have to 
give clients, who have al-
ways been with us, what 
they like, and they really 

love the traditional types of 
cake, especially the tortas de 

Algarrobo,” explains Damián. 
Those were the cakes which his 

mother began to make, and which 
opened the door to a whole new 
concept of confectionery.

New this year, pecan, cheese and Pedro Jiménez turrón. :: 
DANIEL MALDONADO
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H
ow will our progeny 
drink wine in the fu-
ture, if indeed they 
drink it at all? This year 

we have seen wine in tins, in 
cardboard bottles, in mini stain-
less steel tanks and much more. 
Box wine is already well estab-
lished, and Amazon reports 200% 
annual increases in sales. Many 
drinkers will not touch it, believ-
ing wine should be dignified by a 
glass bottle and nothing less will 
do. However, there are multiple 
examples all over the world of 
producers whose livelihoods have 
been saved by using this sensible 
and economic option, sensible be-
cause it is clean, hygienic and 
keeps the wine fresh, and eco-
nomic because a box is much 
cheaper than a glass bottle, label, 
cork and capsule. 

There is one type of wine buck-
ing the trend: sherry. The control-
ling body of the Jerez and Manza-
nilla region has said a rotund ‘no!’ 
in spite of the fact that many pro-
ducers are clamouring to be al-
lowed to sell their wine in this 
way. The matter has been dragged 
through the courts, much to the 
delight of lawyers, and the 
authorities can make lightening 
raids on bodegas to see the law is 
being complied with.  

But what has sherry that is so 
special that it must be sold in bot-
tles, when top-drawer wines such 
as Marlborough Springs Sauvi-

gnon Blanc, Stormhoek Chenin-
Chardonnay and Les Dauphins 
Cotes du Rhône have been sold in 
boxes for many years? The official 
argument is that empty sherry 
bottles could be refilled with box 
wine, but they can do that now 
from the 5-litre glass containers 
used legally for transport. Some of 
the large bodegas that are against 
putting sherry in boxes already 
use them to export their products 
and to sell other wines within 
Spain. It is not as if Jerez is like it 
used to be, and the sensibilities of 
the sherry aristocracy would be 
offended to see their wine in any-
thing but the classic glass bottle.

A. J. LINN 

THE BOX WARS                                

CONTINUE

Marbella’s four Michelin- 
starred restaurants will be 
present at Fitur, the 
International Tourism Fair 
in Madrid 

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA.  Marbella council is 
hoping that the four restaurants 
who recently had their Michelin 
stars renewed, will help bring 
more tourists to the town. The 
first step will be at the Feria In-
ternacional de Turismo de Madrid 
(Fitur) where the four establish-
ments, Dani García, El Lago, Skina 
and Messina will be taking part. 

The aim is to highlight the qual-
ity of the gastronomy available 
in Marbella at the fair and to make 
the tourist attraction of the town 
less seasonal.  

Although the programme of 
events is still to be confirmed, on 
Tuesday 16 January, the eve of the 
inauguration of the fair, the coun-
cil will offer cocktails at the Santa 
Coloma Palace with the catering 
provided by Dani García. It is ex-
pected to be attended by over 200 
guests. 

Two days later, the other three 
restaurants in Marbella that have 
Michelin stars - El Lago, Skina and 
Messina - will offer ‘show cook-
ing’ at the Marbella stand. The in-
tention is that both events will 
have a huge impact and place Mar-
bella on the haute cuisine map.  

All the municipalities and 

autonomous regions of Spain will 
be striving to make an impact on 
the national and international 
press at the fair. 

Besides promoting the town’s 
gastronomy, Marbella council is 

also planning to promote forth-
coming major sporting events (the 
Davis Cup and Iron Man) in a bid 
to make Marbella an all-year-
round tourist attraction.

Marbella hopes its Michelin 
stars will boost tourism

Dani García in his Michelin starred restaurant. :: JOSELE-LANZA

Viña Bujanda 

The Rioja region is host to multiple 
varieties and qualities and the argu-
ment about whether it should be 
subdivided is ongoing. At the top 
there are some superb value wines 
like Viña Bujanda, made from Gra-
ciano grapes and 
aged for 12 
months in 
French oak. 
Deep flavour and 
full fruit. Around 
€16 for the 2014 
vintage.

WINE OF THE WEEK
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         A LOOK AT LA LIGA

It’s quite apt that I’ve been accom-
panied by Terry Gibson, an FA Cup 
winning hero of the Wimbledon 
‘Crazy Gang’, when commentat-
ing on Getafe games recently. 

It’s no great confession to ad-
mit that there are teams that make 
your heart sink when you are as-
signed one of their games, and in 
their last La Liga spell they were 
the ‘Ugly Duckling’. 

They inhabited a concrete bowl 
of a stadium in the suburbs of Ma-
drid and few wanted to go there, 
especially their own fans. It had 
the ingredients of a fairytale when 
they joined the top league for the 
first time in 2004 and soon reached 
two cup finals. They even made 
the quarterfinals of the old UEFA 
Cup against the mighty Bayern 

Munich. 
More romance was added by the 

appointments footballing legends 
Michael Laudrup and Míchel, but 
then it became a slog. It was a sea-
sonal scrap against relegation and 

they finally fell through the trap 
door in 2016.  

They departed with the image 
of MK Dons, a new town club who 
needed to revert to gimmicks to 
attract supporters. It failed and 

only Eibar with their tiny stadium 
had lower average attendances.  

Now they are back and they are 
complete Crazy Gang! My favour-
ite member is full-back Damián 
Suárez who plays, and looks like, 
he’s just escaped prison. Decorated 
in tattoos, shin pads hanging out 
of his socks, he charges around the 
field freely kicking folk, testing 
referees like a jailor until he’s fi-
nally punished.  

This is a club happy in its own 
skin. They have the least percent-
age of possession yet the 7th high-
est number of points after their 
final game of 2017. 

I’ve touched on coach José Bor-
dalás on these pages before. He 
looks like a bespectacled college 
professor but acts like a proper old 
school manger, similar to ‘Mad 
Dog’ Martin Allen, the old Barnet 
boss who tried to persuade his 
players to swim the Thames by 
jumping in the icy waters first 
(they didn’t all follow). 

Bordelas has assembled a team 
made up of players like Suárez, 
who have knocked around for 
years, and others unwanted else-
where. His key man is Jorge Mo-
lina who looks older than his 35 
years, probably because of the el-
bows and studs flying his way in 
a mainly lower-league career.  

There aren’t too many ‘70s chil-
dren’ still earning a living from 
playing professional football but 
their club captain Sergio Mora is 
a Peter Pan figure, well actually 
more wizened like Captain Hook, 
but you get my drift - he’s 38 
years old. 

The old heads guide some prom-
ising younger talents like Amath 
N’Diaye, who Atlético Madrid let 
go for three million euros, and 
Djené Dakonam, a centre-half 
whose presence belies his sub-six-
foot presence. 

The suburban supporters are 
buying into the story once more. 
They faithfully stuck around in 
last season’s promotion campaign 
and now attendances are up an 
amazing 50 per cent on their last 
spell in the top league. 

Their marketing department 
have adopted some strange strate-
gies in previous years. They tried 
a dating app with the idea of cou-
ples using game night as date 
night. May I suggest they approach 
another London club to utilise an-
other slogan: “No one likes us, we 
don’t care.” 

The Ugly Duckling certainly 
isn’t a swan. In fact it isn’t even a 
cute duckling… but it’s a loveable 
duckling once more, all ruffled 
feathers and ruffling feathers.

After years in the 
wilderness, Getafe 
are once more a club 
comfortable in their 
own skin

The league’s ugly ducklings

ROB PALMER

José Bordalás is an old-school manager. :: IDEAL

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

:: OPTASPORTS 

VILLANUEVA DE LA SERENA 
(BADAJOZ). Marbella secured an 
emphatic victory in Villanueva de la 
Serena on Sunday as they nullified 
one of the division’s fiercest oppo-
nents on their own ground. 

It wasn’t the most attractive of per-
formances but it was certainly effec-
tive as goals from Carlos Julio, Catena, 
Ferrón and Sergio Narváez sealed all 
three points. 

Both sides, though, found it hard 
to get going at first, however it was 
the visitors who carved out the first 
chance through Ferrón who was de-
nied by keeper Leandro’s foot in the 
one-on-one. 

After a quarter of an hour, Mar-
bella started to dominate the ball in 
the midfield but were unable to con-
vert this pressure into chances. That 
was until the 36th minute when a 
partially-cleared corner landed to Car-

los Julio who spectacularly volleyed 
his side into the lead. 

Minutes after the restart Mar-
bella had doubled their lead with 
Catena heading home Luis Rioja’s 
cross from the right. 

This dampened spirits within the 
ground but there was further dam-
age to come four minutes later when 
Villanovense were stung on the 
counterattack by a through pass 
from Sergio Narváez which set 
Ferrón through to poke past the ad-
vancing keeper. 

At this stage the hosts were all 
over the place, as demonstrated by 
Javi Sánchez carelessly losing the 

ball to Rioja who ran at the defence 
before giving an easy tap-in to Ser-
gio Narváez against his former club. 

The Extremadura side resorted 
to long-ball football in the closing 
stages but Marbella, well in control, 

were able to soak it up. 
Marbella go into the winter break 

in third place, just three points off 
leaders Cartagena. 

Segunda B action resumes on 7 
January.

Marbella resounding winners in 
final game before winter break
The Costa side took the 
lead in the first half before 
giving a masterclass in the 
art of the counterattack  
in the second

Goalscorer Sergio Narváez puts on the press. :: OPTASPORTS

VVILLANOVENSE  0   MARBELLA  4
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REAL BETIS

0
MALAGA

Goals:  0-1 Sergio León (24’), 0-2 
Camarasa (50’).  

Referee: Javier Alberola. Red card for 
Adrián after being substituted (61’).  

Venue: La Rosaleda (22,488 
spectators).

STATISTICS

LLEAGUE TABLE

TEAM                                                               PT.         P                   W          D            L                  GF        GA 

 Barcelona             42    16        13      3      0        42      7 

 At. Madrid            36    16        10      6      0        25      7 

 Valencia                34    16        10      4      2        36    16 

 Real Madrid         31    15           9      4      2        30    11 

 Sevilla                    29    16           9      2      5        19    19 

 Villarreal               24    16           7      3      6        23    20 

 Girona                    23    16           6      5      5        20    22 

 Betis                       21    16           6      3      7        25    29 

 Eibar                       21    16           6      3      7        18    28 

 Getafe                    20    16           5      5      6        20    16 

 Real Sociedad     20    16           5      5      6        28    28 

 Leganés                 20    15           6      2      7        12    14 

 Celta                       18    16           5      3      8        27    24 

 Athletic                 18    16           4      6      6        16    19 

 Levante                 17    16           3      8      5        15    22 

 Espanyol               17    16           4      5      7        13    21 

 Deportivo             15    16           4      3      9        18    31 

 Alavés                    12    16           4      0    12        12    25 

 MALAGA              11    16           3      2    11        13    30 

 Las Palmas           11    16           3      2    11        13    36

TABLE & FIXTURES
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   MATCHDAY    16
Results

Fixtures

1.  

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20.  

MALAGA. Malaga’s unbeaten home 
run dating back to October came 
crashing to an end as they lost 0-2 
in the Andalusian derby against 
Real Betis on Monday night. 

On the back of an impressive 
win away to Real Sociedad last 
week, Malaga fancied their chances 
against a Betis side who have been 
on a disastrous run of form, with-
out a win in their last six games. 

Malaga thrice could have taken 
the lead in the opening quarter of 
an hour. First, defender Paul Baysse 
headed onto the roof of the net 
from an inswinging Chory Castro 
corner; moments later, José Recio, 
in an almost identical scenario, 

freed himself of his marker but 
headed wide from the penalty spot 
when it was easier to score. 

The third chance, though, was 
possibly the most clear-cut. After 
Adalberto Peñaranda had his shot 
blocked, the ball ran nicely for 

Keko whose strike missed the far 
post by inches. 

The visitors, who enjoyed the pos-
session without creating chances, 
then hit Malaga with a sucker 
punch. Attacking the final third for 
the first time, former Malaga winger 

Joaquin’s through pass set Sergio 
León free in behind Diego González 
and forward’s first-time shot crept 
under the hand of Roberto to nes-
tle into the centre of the net. 

The Malaga stopper more than 
redeemed himself before half time 
when Joaquín’s whipped freekick 
from wide on the left clipped the 
inside of the post but was clawed 
out of the goal by the keeper’s out-
stretched arm. Replays, however, 
showed that the ball may well have 
crossed the line. Malaga, neverthe-
less, could breathe a sigh of relief. 

The reprieve wouldn’t last long. 
Having lost central midfielder Ad-
rián to injury, the Blue and Whites 
looked disorganised having brought 
on forward Diego Rolán and upset-
ting the natural balance of the side. 

This disorganisation continued 
after the break and the visitors 
capitalised. A neat ball into Anto-
nio Barragán on the right side of 
the area was sent straight back 
across the face of goal for Víctor 
Camarasa to head into a virtually 
empty net. 

Malaga could have replied im-
mediately but Borja Bastón flashed 
his header just wide of the far post. 

Substitute Javi Ontiveros injected 
life down the left-hand side and al-
most replicated his phenomenal 
strike against Deportivo last season, 

minutes after replacing Keko. 
With just 66 minutes on the 

clock, Malaga head coach Míchel 
used his final change, going all out 
and bringing on yet another striker 
in the form of Youssef En-Nesyri. 

However, the Moroccan was 
never given a sniff by a resilient 
Betis side who showed they were 
much more savvy than their ad-
versaries, closing the spaces and 
time wasting to brilliant effect. 

Malaga had all of the possession 
for the closing 15 minutes but 
failed to create a single chance. 
Betis, for their part, could have 
bagged a third deep in stoppage 
time when the hosts’ defence 
opened up for Nahuel to square 
across the face of the goal but none 
of his waiting teammates could ap-
ply the finishing touch. 

The win lifts Real Betis to a lofty 
8th place, with just six points sepa-
rating them and 17th–placed De-
portivo La Coruña. 

Alavés-Malaga 
Malaga were, at time of going to press 
on Thursday evening, facing Depor-
tivo Alavés in Vitoria in a relegation 
‘six-pointer’. A win could move them 
to within a point of safety if results 
go their way in matchday 17.  

See wwww.surinenglish.com for 
more information.

A dejected Borja Bastón at the full-time whistle. :: SALVADOR SALAS

BALL POSSESSION

54%46%

MALAGA REAL BETIS

Goals 

Total shots  

On target 

Off target 

Corners 

Offsides 

Fouls committed  

Yellow cards 

Red cards

0 

11 

3 

8 

3 

3 

15 

2 

1

2 

8 

4 

4 

4 

3 

15 

2 

0

LINE-UPS

Celta - Villarreal 0-1 
Barcelona - Deportivo 4-0 
Sevilla - Levante 0-0 
Athletic - Real Sociedad 0-0 
At. Madrid - Alavés 1-0 
Las Palmas - Espanyol 2-2 
Girona - Getafe 1-0 
Eibar - Valencia 2-1 
Malaga - Betis  0-2 
Leganés - Real Madrid  (Post.)

Valencia - Villarreal 
Deportivo - Celta 
Real Madrid - Barcelona 
Levante - Leganés 
Real Sociedad - Sevilla 
Betis - Athletic 
Alavés - MALAGA 
Espanyol - At. Madrid 
Getafe - Las Palmas 
Eibar - Girona

Betis bring Malaga crashing back down to earth

The Blue and Whites 
were second best in the 
Andalusian derby and 
miss an opportunity to 
gain ground on their 
relegation rivals

Adrián 
(Rolán, 39’)

Borja Bastón

Keko 
(Ontiveros, 55’)

Chory Castro 

Recio

Baysse

Luis Hernández

González

Peñaranda 
(En-Nesyri, 67’)

Barragán

Mandi

Feddal

Durmisi

Joaquín 
(Aítor, 85’)

Fabián

Jordi Amat 
(Javi García, 73’)

Camarasa 
(Nahuel, 77’)

Sergio León

Tello

Roberto

4-4-2 4-1-4-1

Adán

Unused substitutes:  Prieto (GK), Rolón, 
Juanpi, Miquel.                  

Unused substitutes:  Dani Giménez (GK), 
Rafa Navarro, Toșca, Julio Gracia.

Rosales

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 
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Iturra: “I’m grateful to be 
given another chance” 

MALAGA 
: :  C. J. MARTÍNEZ. Midfielder 
Manuel Iturra was officially pre-
sented as a Malaga player for the 
second time on Tuesday after the 
Chilean completed the paperwork 
on his free transfer move from Mexi-
can side Necaxa. 

He said: “I’m very grateful to the 
club for the chance to come and play 
again. I hope I can help wherever 
possible.” 

The 33-year-old signs a deal un-
til 2019 and could make his debut 
against Espanyol on 8 January.

Manuel Iturra. :: MALAGA CF

IN BRIEF

Chances of a Sandro 
return are “remote” 

MALAGA 
:: S. CORTÉS. Despite the hopes of 
head coach Míchel, the chances of 
forward Sandro Ramírez returning 
to Malaga are “remote”, according to 
sources. The 22-year-old, who only 
joined Everton from Malaga in the 
summer, has so far failed to make an 
impact on Merseyside. 

However, his salary, believed to be 
in the region of three million euros 
net a year, would be impossible for 
the Costa club to cover, barring a huge 
wage cut. 

Míchel, speaking at a press confer-
ence this week, stated his belief that 
the forward wanted to return.

Political meddling in the 
election of a new head of 
the Spanish Football 
Federation means Spain’s 
participation in Russia 
could be under threat 

:: A. GÓMEZ / D. FINCH 

MADRID. “The only ones responsi-
ble for the possibility that the na-
tional team could miss out on the 
World Cup is the current govern-
ment,” said suspended RFEF (Span-

ish Football Federation) chief, Ángel 
María Villar - who is currently await-
ing trial for charges of corruption -
three days after Fifa threatened to 
exclude Spain from the upcoming 
World Cup in Russia. 

According to Fifa rules, federations 
must “manage their affairs independ-
ently and ensure that their own af-
fairs are not influenced by any third 
parties”. However, the process of elect-
ing a new RFEF chief has come un-
der scrutiny following  a complaint 
allegedly lodged by Villar himself. 

This came after the Consejo Supe-

rior de Deportes (CSD), the Spanish 
government’s national sports coun-
cil, forced the RFEF to stage a presi-
dential election following Villar’s sus-
pension and arrest. 

According to news agency Efe, the 
RFEF has received a letter from Fifa 
warning them over their conduct. If 
they fail to comply, the national team 
will be excluded from the World Cup, 
opening the door for Italy, among 
other nations. 

“It won’t happen” 
Both Fifa and acting RFEF president 

Juan Luis Larrea confirmed on Fri-
day that talks would take place af-
ter Christmas, while the latter 
moved to calm fears, telling the 
sports newspaper AS: “No-one is 
going to take Spain out of the 
World Cup. It’s impossible and 
never been talked about. It’s the 
final straw when people say things 

like that. 
“It won’t happen. What do these 

people want: that Spain are with-
drawn from the tournament so It-
aly can get in? 

“The federation is functioning 
normally, the national team earned 
their place on the pitch, and Fifa 
agree with us on that.”

Suspended RFEF chief blames the 
government as Spain face possible 
exclusion from the World Cup

Villar, giving a press conference on Monday. :: JOSÉ RAMÓN LADRA
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The race will start at 
Malaga’s Centre 
Pompidou but also take 
in the Caminito del Rey 
and the Axarquía  

:: CARLOS J. MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. The 2018 edition of 
the Vuelta a España will feature 
four stages in Malaga province, 
it has been announced. 

The first, on 25 August 2018, 
is an individual time trial start-
ing at Malaga’s Centre Pompidou 
in Muelle Uno before crossing the 
city and concluding in Plaza de la 
Constitución at the end of the 
iconic Calle Larios. 

The following stage will run 
from Marbella to the Caminito 
del Rey in El Chorro - the latter 
being used for a finishing line for 
the second consecutive year. 

Provincial chief Elías Bendodo 
said to the race’s general director, 

Javier Guillén, at the presenta-
tion recently: “I would love to 
see the Caminito as a permanent 
feature in the Vuelta and I invite 
you to look into the possibility.” 

Guillén replied: “It certainly 
is a beautiful stage end and we 
are looking at this option.” 

The third stage will connect 
Mijas and Alhaurín de la Torre - 
the latter being used as a finish-
ing line rather than a starting 
point as was the case in last year’s 
stage to the Caminito. 

All corners of the province 
The fourth and final Malaga stage 
will leave from Vélez-Málaga, tak-
ing in the Axarquía before finish-
ing in Granada province. 

“The Axarquía is another of our 
objectives,” said Bendodo, and 
“we are happy that the Vuelta will 
do a full tour of the province.” 

The full route will be made 
public at a presentation in Este-
pona on 13 January.

Four stages of next year’s 
Vuelta a España to pass 
through Malaga province

The Fuengirola Lions 
lost top spot after a 
bruising game against 
the Murcia side at        
the weekend  

:: DARYL FINCH 

FUENGIROLA. There were fire-
works as Águilas and the Fuengirola 
Lions faced off in Liga Sur in Murcia 
at the weekend with the Fuengirola 
side feeling particularly aggrieved by 
refereeing decisions. 

With tempers flaring and several  
penalties for both sides, both Rubén 
Fuente and Alex Hughes for the Li-
ons received their marching orders 
for dissent. At the time of Hughes’ 
dismissal, the scores were level at 4-
4 but the loss had an unsettling ef-
fect on the Fuengirola side - exactly 
Águilas’ gameplan. 

In the end Águilas went and won 
the game 9-5 and with a superior goal 
difference to the Lions, they now 
head the table with 15 points. 

Order restored 
The last game of the day saw the Li-
ons face off against Tiburones de 
Cartagena. A tight match was ex-
pected, especially with Hughes serv-

ing a suspension.  
However, the Fuengirola squad 

didn’t give a chance to Cartagena and 
at the end of the first period it was al-
ready 5-0 to the Lions. The game 
ended 11-1. 

There were debuts for  Tommi 
Sjelvgren and Sam Bould, who was 
a former teammate of Hughes in the 
UK. 

Fuengirola’s Miika Suntinen is the 

new points leader (MVP) after the 
latest round of games with 18 points. 

Liga Sur action returns in Febru-
ary after a winter break.

Águilas get under Lions’ skin 
and claim top spot in Liga Sur

Alex Hughes had to serve a suspension in the second game. :: S. TYNYS

Young Malaga tennis star Alejandro Davidovich crashed out of 
the MAPFRE Campeonato de España on Friday after falling to 
Guillermo García López 6-7 (5), 2-6 at the quarterfinal stage. 
The 18-year-old was left ruing the loss with the draws for pas-
sage to the final ultimately favourable.

DAVIDOVICH, OUT 
AT THE QUARTERS 
IN THE NATIONALS

:: J. I. CEJUDO
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National Skateboarding 
Tour concludes in Malaga

Mallorcan Jaime 
Mateu came out on 
top in the  Natural 
Bowl Riders event 
 which took place at 
the Rubén 
Alcántara skate park 
over the weekend

:: JUAN CALDERÓN 

MALAGA. The first National 
Skateboarding Tour came to a 
close on Sunday with the sec-
ond Málaga Natural Bowl Rid-
ers event at the Rubén Alcán-
tara skatepark in Malaga. 

Following on from the 
street style on Saturday was 
the park skateboarding on Sun-
day which attracted vast 
crowds. 

Despite the large number of 
foreign skaters, the victor was 
Spanish - the Mallorcan, Jaime 
Mateu. Second and third place 
were both occupied by Brits - 
Jordan Thackeray and Alex 
Hallford. In the women’s cate-
gory, Catalan skater Daniela 
Terol came out on top, fo-
llowed by Eugenia Ginepro 
and local girl Almudena Navas 
in third. There were a lot of lo-
cal participants in the under-
16 category but it was Sevilla-
born  David Parrilla who 
pipped local boys Javier Briales 
and Miguel García to top spot 
on the podium.  

With skateboarding beco-
ming an Olympic sport for the 
next Games in 2020, classifica-
tions on this tour will be taken 
into consideration when for-
ming the national team.

Brit Jordan Thackeray finished in second. :: A. CABRERA Many fans were in attendance. :: ÁLVARO CABRERA

Pedro Vivas pulling off a stunt. :: ÁLVARO CABRERA

Jaime Mateu, on the right, Open winner. :: ÁLVARO CABRERA

IN PHOTOS

z·   SUR.es : Discover more 
photos from the day in our 
galleries. 
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Estepona 

www.esteponaduplex.com No 
agents please 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

Mijas 

MIJAS Golf: 2 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment, 100m2, reformed to high 
standard, 20m2 open plan kitchen. 
199,500 Euros. 676747521 

5 BEDROOM /4 bathrooms Cala-
honda attached beautiful home , 
community pool for 4 houses, all 
furnished, aircon and more. 220m2, 
1.500m2 land. 385k. 604157806 

Commercial 
Properties 

CENTRAL Torremolinos: Local, 
75m2. 250,000 Euros. 629555815 

Benalmádena 

SPACIOUS 3 bedrooms Townhouse 
near Bonanza Square. 2 bathrooms. 
1 Place of garage. Porch with direct 
access to the pool. Only a few houses 
in the complex. 875. 692338661 

SPACIOUS modern Furnished 1 bed-
room apartment. Large Terrace. 
Pool. 600. 692338661 

ARROYO de la Miel: Spacious 3 bed-
rooms apartment. Near train sta-
tion. 2 bathrooms. A/C. 1 Place of 
garage. Community Garden and pool. 
950. 692338661  

TORREQUEBRADA First Line on the 
beach. 2 bedrooms. 1 bathroom. 
Terrace. 1 Place of garage. 750. 
692338661  

HIGUERON Spectacular Luxury Un-
furnished 2 bedroom apartment. 90 
m2. Terrace 18 m2. 1 Place of ga-
rage. Pool. 900. 692338661 

VARIOUS rental properties avail-
able, longterm. Benalmádena - Mar-
bella. Whatsapp 00447955405153 

ARROYO de la Mie. Apartment 2 
bedrooms, see view, 10 minuts walk 
to the beach. Bononza Complex. 
From January to May 2017.Will 600 
074189 

ARENAL Golf, 2 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment to let 550 euros monthly. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153  

FINCA Doña María 2 bed, 2 bath 
apartment. 750 euros 
monthly.Whatsapp 
00447955405153  

Estepona 

SUN BEACH studding modern villa, 
4 bedroom, 3bathroom, infinity pool, 
a/c, SAT, fibra, garage, 700 garden. 
2700 long term. 634596946 

SABINILLAS brand new penthouse, 
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 lrge 
terrces, fully furnish, WIFI, ga-
rage, 750 euros long term. 
634596946 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN center, modern 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, 490 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, countryhouse, 3 bedrooms, 
terraces.550 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, beautiful country villa, 3 bed-
rooms, garden, pool, 780 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, best location, bar/restaurant, 
terraces, parking..500 
euros/month.679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

DUPLEX two bedroom property 
available to rent from 1/12/2017 
to 31 /03 /2018 . 5 mins from beach 
in Elviria , 500 pm. Ph 00353 
860589825 

Mijas 
MIJAS Pueblo central. 2 bedroom 
apartment 550 euros. 1 bedroom 
400 euros. 650192127 

Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 
SAVE euros. Super equipped shared 
office space in Marbella. No deposit 
or long term commitments. Try for 
free call 951127300 or email mar-
bellateam@ourspace.work 

ESME Julia and all at Aris wish you 
a season of joy and happiness in the 
coming year 629487762 

Property Wanted 
WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

IRISH couple with long term ex-
perience of the Marbella area, 
would like to rent an apartment 
in the Puerto Banus area from 
01/11/2018 until 31/05/2019 on 
an annual basis. The apartment 
would preferable be: a penthouse, 
minimum 1 bedroom with sea 
views, car parking space, high 
quality WIFI. We can view Novem-
ber/ December 2017. Please re-
ply to atrac-
tashalvey22@gmail.com 

ACCOMMODATION 

House / Flat Share 

NUEVA Andalucia. Large room to 
rent with balcony. Includes bills. 
Walking distance P.Banus. 
633704994 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

SWIMMING pool heating. Pool cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
Pool tiling and lighting. Jacuzzi and 
hot tubs. 21 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. 952663141/ 
670409759. info@enviroca-
respain.com www.enviroca-
respain.com 

WWW..PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers. info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

90 EUROS/MONTH Marbella to 
Malaga. Garden maintenance and 
more. 22 years on Coast. 951088851 

FOR ALL your garden & pool needs. 
Marbella. WhatsApp 627698051 
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GARDEN and pool maintenance. 
Private villas and communities. Pro-
fessional, reliable service. 
602424974 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

www.motorcadespain.com For 
one owner Spanish cars at U.K. 
prices 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

CLASSIC Cars Restoration ¿ 30 years' 
experience in simple repairs and up-
grades to ¿ground up¿ restoration, 
bodywork, upholstery etc. Classic 
Cars Marbella. www.classiccarsmar-
bella.com Tel. 697980431 

Repairs 

CAR KEYS lost or need spare? Keys 
cut & paired with car, car opening, 
car key & remotes. Specialist. Ray 
679831166 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

Breakdown Recovery 

THSL Transport. Cars and Motor-
bikes to and from UK. Based in Nerja. 
Accidented, non runners , proyects. 
Door to door service. Fully insured. 
658997152 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION registration 
hassle free. Don't drive illegally. Ask 
specialists before buying & regis-
tering to save tax. More info 
www.meexpress.net 952490028 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

INTERNATIONAL Skipper license: 
Course held in English, and starts 
soon. RYA VHF and Radar Courses. 
636444929  

PUERTO Banus 8M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

DYNAMIC girl. All certificates 3000T 
looks for nautical related 
job.616969496 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

SERVICES 

Alarms 
ALL TYPES video security cameras 
infrared detectors José Sotto 
952443838, 670443838 

Builders 
JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

MAINTENANCE man, small repairs, 

shelfs, locks, taps, window secu-

rity... 603257612 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-

trician, plumbing, construction, 

painting. Innovation Sotogrande 

to Marbella, 648712530 

BUILDER is looking for job. 

Whatsapp 671801005.See on face-

book: reform costa del sol  

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 

painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-

able prices. 952917930/635913885 

ALL BUILDING works, reforms, ex-

tensions, renovations. Bathrooms 

and kitchens. Windows and doors. 

Full project management. 21 years 

on the Coast. 952663141/ 

670409759. info@masterbuild-

spain.com www.masterbuild-

spain.com 

MAINTENANCE man (El Faro based). 

Small repairs, inc. brickwork, ren-

dering, pointing, painting, roofing, 

blocked drains. Many years experi-

ence. Steve or Greta 951311251 

greta@electronbox.net 

REFORMING/ Verbouwingen: All 

Home improvements. Plumbing, 

electricity, carpentry, painting, til-

ing, kitchen. Nederlands, Français, 

English. Call 699704639  

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY ELECTRICIANS. 
Experts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

POWER failure rewiring fault de-
tector José Sotto 952443838, 
670443838 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English profes-
sional, reliable painting & decorat-
ing company. Furniture spraying. 
Building service available. Free quo-
tations. Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

ANGLO Spanish painters and deco-
rators, professional outstanding re-
sults. La Cala to afar. Dominic and 
compañeros. 698582775  

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

DECORATING, painting, wallpaper-
ing, walls repaired, skimmed, etc. 
Free estimates. 634355214 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

CARPENTER. Doors, wardrobes, 
rotten wood repaired, own work-
shop, 12 yr. Marbella. 666269751 

Gates 

DRIVEWAY Gates and Automation, 
Garage Doors and Electric Motors, 
Video/ Audio Intercoms. Installa-
tions and Repairs. For free profes-
sional advice or estimates call Co-
lin on 636394641/ 951242873 or 
email info@expertgates.com 
www.expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 35 years expe-
rience 

Kitchens 

KITCHEN and bathrooms. Quality 
guaranteed. 21 years on the Coast. 
Projects fully managed. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Bathrooms 

QUALITY bathrooms. Full design. 
Renovations. Quality guaranteed. 
21 years on the Coast. 952663141/ 
670409759 info@masterbuild-
spain.com www.masterbuild-
spain.com 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 
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Upholstery 

CARPETS, sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 7 days. 10,00-22,00. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding marble. Clean, 
seal aterraces. 25 years experi-
ence. Cover all Costa. Tel: 0034-
671244683 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10,00-
22,00, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10% call to-
day 952 667 559 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

SECURITY of Spain. 24 hour lock-
smiths. 30 years experience. Call 
Daren. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

SOL SISTEMAS solar energy: Hot 
water. Electricity. Plumbing. Un-
derfloor heating. Swimming pool 
heating, and Air Conditioning. Call 
618622272 www.solsistemas.es 

GAS FIRES Wood burning stoves. 
Airconditioning heating. Bathroom/ 
kitchen heaters. Heated towel rails. 
Solar heating. Instant gas heating 
systems. Central heating systems. 
All work fully guaranteed. All areas 
covered. 21 years on the Coast. 
952663141/ 670409759 www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

AIR CONDITIONING fully installed 
from 575 Euros. Repairs and serv-
icing. Martin. 650067389 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted for 80 Euros. Coin meters 
supplied and fitted from 260 
Euros. For other energy-saving 
products visit www.cooland-
cosy.es. 952935513. Junta de An-
dalucía authorised. Approved pro-
fessional service for your peace 
of mind 

AIRCONDITIONING Installations/ 
Repairs/ Servicing. Professional in-
stallations. Quality airconditioning 
units. Economical in consumption. 
21 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. 952663141/ 670409759 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 

Cleaning Services 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable, Affordable. Tel: 
629769136 www.windowcleaning-
donjose.com 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, uphol-
stery, soft furnishings indoor/ out-
door. Made to measure rails/ poles 
and foam to order. Sensible prices.Re-
pairs / alterations. Call 672800887 
judeinspain@hotmail.com  

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Lawyers 

LAWYER: Arroyo Miel/ Malaga. 
Legal advice conveyancing, wills, 
inheritances, contracts, divorces, 
criminal defense, any litigation, 
www.abogadoenlared.co.uk/ 
george@abogadoenlared.co.uk  
952964591  

PRIVATE investigator, debt collec-

tion. Discreet and professional. 

697834934 

PRIVATE investigator, debt collec-

tion. Discreet and professional. 

697834934 

ANTHONY Penna, Partner of Pea-

cock & Co London Solicitors who has 

an apartment and office in Marbella 

available regularly there for advice 

on UK legal matters, particularly 

Wills, inheritance tax planning, last-

ing Powers of Attorney and prop-

erty and mortgages generally. Also 

closely linked to English speaking 

Spanish lawyers for joint country 

advice. Tel: 0044 783180944. Email: 

anthony@peacock-law.co.uk 

Insurance 

Accountants 

ACCOUNTANTS. English and Span-
ish Accountants for all accounting/ 
bookkeeping jobs. Tax and company 
formation. Professional, reliable, 
confidential. Tel: 952440773 

REGISTRATION of holiday proper-
ties, company formations, business 
start-ups, bookkeeping, taxation 
and translations. Malcolm Green-
wood. 699780389 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

RE-MORTAGE Spain, Fluent Finance 
can assess your current mortgage 
deal and see if you can SAVE CASH 
by changing lenders, contact Marc 
for a free mortgage review 952 85 
36 47 melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com 

Loans 

PAWNBROKERS. LICENSED SINCE 
1983. WE BUY! WE PAY MORE! WE 
PAY CASH! ALL TYPES OF 
WATCHES, JEWELLERY, DIA-
MONDS. ANY CONDITION! AN-
THONYS ANTIQUES, SEE MAIN 
ADVERT. WE BUY MORE, WE PAY 
MORE, WE PAY CASH. ANTHONY¿S 
ANTIQUES, C/ RAMON Y CAJAL, 
40, FUENGIROLA. PLEASE EMAIL 
diamonds@anthonys-dia-
monds.com OR CALL TEL. 
952588795-609529633 

Investments 

EARN upto 17.5% per annum from 
our premium UK asset backed in-
come opportunities. For informa-
tion visit www.mstinvestments. Call 
951204139 

Business 
Opportunities 

SAN PEDRO.  Restaurant Coffe-Bar. 
Very bussy commercial street to 
lease, 696178281 

ENGLISH academy. Annual net in-
come 70,000 euros. Full support. 
Sell 49,900 euros. Pringle vending 
machine route. Annual net cash in-
come 15,000euros. Sell 19,900 
euros. 697834934 

SALE due to retirement: Commer-
cial premises in Calahonda, 100m , 
125.000 Euros. Possibility of pay-
ing in several years. Tel. 606191939 

BUSINESS Development opportu-
nity. 5 storey block for sale in Crete, 
19 s/c apartments + 4/5 commer-
cials, suitable for large retail/ Bou-
tique Hotel, 2nd line Marina/ beach 
Aghios Nikolas. Possibility of Euros 
grants. Pictorials on request. 4.2 
million Euros negotiable. Email: 
jake.engl@hotmail.co.uk 

CALYPSO Complex: Between Cala-
honda and Riviera. Recently refur-
bished bar without transfer fee. 
40m2 terrace made in wood, very 
nice, kitchen with smoke-release 
and license. 800 Euros month + 2 
months deposit + half month com-
mission. 660697771 

MALAGA: Cafeteria no kitchen, ter-
race. Transfer 12.000E, rent 450E. 
647437845 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS AND 

STORAGE 

MAN & VAN Small removals, clear-
ances. 100% reliable. Ikea collec-
tion/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  

MALAGA to Manchester every 2 
weeks. Part/ full loads. Dogs 250, 
cats 200. We can help you sell your 
Spanish/ Uk car or any other items. 
micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655.  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/ hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 
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MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Este-
pona. David 696810618 

MAN WITH van 20 Euros/ hour. Also 
house clearance. Ikea runs. 
609321958 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

HIRE SERVICES 

MOBILITY Scooters, electric wheel-
chairs and wheelchairs for sale or 
rent. Same day delivery! Scooters 
also bought for cash!! New batter-
ies supplied & fitted. 609581139. 
www.mobiltyscootersdi-
rectspain.com  

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 
removals. Steve 722306194 

LA GUARDILLA. Buy/ sell items. 
New furniture. Second hand. C/ Rio 
Agua 19 Mijas Costa 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

1 MASSAGE armchair, 6 functions, 
little used, reasonable price to sell, 
150eur. 952448284 

NEARLY new black Persian lamb fur 
coat with grey mink collar size 10/11 
Eur600 ONO Phone 603230477 

FOR SALE: 58 unused VHS videos 
of John Thaw as MORSE and Ka-
vanagh QC. Make an offer. 
951273043 /685057362 

Antiques 

WANTED! ALL TYPES OF AN-
TIQUES, PAINTINGS, JEWELLERY, 
WATCHES, SILVER AND GOLF. 
MEDALS, JADE, CHINESE ITEMS 
AND THE UNUSUAL ANY CONDI-
TION AND IMMEDIATE CASH SET-
TLEMENT. SEE MAIN ADVERT. WE 
BUY MORE, WE PAY MORE, WE 
PAY CASH. ANTHONY'S AN-
TIQUES, C/ RAMON Y CAJAL, 40, 
FUENGIROLA. PLEASE EMAIL dia-
monds@anthonys-dia-
monds.com OR CALL TEL. 
952588795-609529633 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain is a unique Busi-
ness Development, Marketing & Re-
cruitment agency that helps busi-
nesses to grow by supplying quality 
staff, intelligent marketing and sales 
generation. Talented staff wanted for 
all types of jobs.Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com  

QUALITY staff? Need great people 
or looking for work? Jobfinder Spain 
can help efficiently and cost effec-
tively. Call 951400234 or visit 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

ACADEMY requires native English 
teacher. Nueva Andalucía. 
952818092/ 616681031 mundilen-
guas@hotmail.com 

REAL ESTATE Agency located in Mi-
jas Costa and operative on the entire 
Coast is looking for experienced sales 
agents and telemarketers. The can-
didates must speak English fluently 
and preferably one of the following 
languages: French, German, Nordic. 
Salary + high commission scheme for 
the right candidate. Please send CV 
info@buenavistahomes.eu and/or 
call 951484500 

LOOKING FOR AN ENGLISH TEACHER 
FOR FUENGIROLA. ALL LEVELS 
QUALIFIED. SEND CVS TO lynnefuen-
girola@gmail.com 

ENGLISH teacher required for Mar-
bella school. Must be qualified and 
have experience with young learners 
and Cambridge exams. CV to marbel-
lasschool@gmail.com. 696545267 

English teacher required for busy lan-
guage school in Marbella. Part time 
position. Must have TEFL qualifica-
tion and experience with children, 
adults and Cambridge exams. Please 
send cv and covering letter to cv@the-
languagehouse.es 

DOCTOR (of cosmetics or GP) and 
Dentist required for a well established 
Clinic in Calahonda. Call 952934857 

WE ARE looking for an experienced 
Housekeeping Supervisor. All appli-
cants must be able to read, write and 
speak English and Spanish fluently. 
Send CV elena@nordicamarbella.com 

TELESALES: We are looking for home-
based telesales people to join our 
team. Sales experience essential, na-
tive English speakers only. OTE earn-
ings 1,500 Euros per month. One 
month training period at our Fuengi-
rola office. For full job spec, send CV 
to cv@rmt-group.com or call 
951203002. Start date 11th Jan 2018 

TELESALES: We are looking for home-
based telesales people to join our 
team. Sales experience essential, na-
tive English speakers only. OTE earn-
ings 1,500 Euros per month. One 
month training period at our Fuengi-
rola office. For full job spec, send CV 
to cv@rmt-group.com or call 
951203002. Start date 11th Jan 2018 

ONLY the very best sales profession-

als need apply to join our expanding 

and more importantly outstanding 

team in Marbella. Signature Capital 

is part of theSignature Group a de-

veloper, owner and operator of ho-

tels, residential units and commer-

cial property with exciting, aspira-

tional plans for exponential growth 

in 2018. Signature is unique in the 

UK property market with huge brand 

statue, credibility and financial 
strength all of which will be at the 

heart of your pitch. Be very clear you'll 

be working directly for the developer 

and as such you'll be a brand ambas-

sador expected touphold our values 

and ideals at all times. To hire the best 

we pay the best. Five figure earnings 

per month are common place among 

our talented team, have you got what 

it takes to join them? Send your C V 

today to careers@signaturecapi-

tal.co.uk 

MASSAGE THERAPISTS for New Day 
Spa in Center of Marbella. Training 
available on Spa.Treatments. Bilin-
gual necessary with previous expier-
ence help ful. Call 669046151 

NEDERLANDSTALIGE auto-aanko-
per gezocht aan de costa (voor Bel-
gische oldtimerhandelaar), basisk-
ennis en/of interesse auto¿s noodzake-
lijk, mooie langdurige bijverdienste, 
geen investering vereist, wim@euro-
automotive.be 

CONSULAR Contact Centre - Consu-
lar Contact Centre Assistant (ESP592). 
British Consulate in Malaga. The Con-
sular Contact Centre is the front line 
for over half of the world¿s British 
consulates. Our team in Malaga is 
looking for a Contact Centre Assis-
tant. The main aim is to reduce the 
number of calls to our frontline posts, 
only escalating serious assistance 
casework, such as death, detention 
or hospitalisation of a BN; handlers 
will need to make judgment calls on 
action required. Call handlers should 
record all info relating to calls & email 
and ensure this information is up to 
date and accurate and deal with Cri-
sis calls for the first 90 minutes, 
amongst others. For more details 
about this challenging and reward-
ing position, visit our website on: 
https://goo.gl/jMPLz9 FCO Local Staff 
vacancies : to filter the search for this 
vacancy, use the ¿Country/Territory¿ 
field on the left of the page and se-
lect the Spain 

BOUWERSGIDS.BE zoekt Belgische 
en Nederlandse televerkopers om ons 
product te promoten. Hoge verdien-
sten en wekelijkse betalingen. Info: 
685855297 www.bouwersgids.be of 
info@bouwersgids.be 

!!!TELEMARKETER wanted!!! Great 
Marbella based Real Estate office, 
seeks to hire suitably experienced Bel-
gium Telemarketers only, spoken and 
written French, Flemish and English, 
to support a busy sales team. You will 
be qualifying a regular supply of hot 
incoming leads. Previous experience 
in a similar role is essential, together 
with good knowledge of the coast and 
the property market.. Additional lan-
guages a bonus. You will need a pro-
fessional and confident telephone 
manner, solid IT skills and a desire to 
achieve and exceed targets. Perma-
nent contract, excellent basic, com-
mission and incentives. Please send 
your CV to info@stellaeklund.com .!!! 
Good Basic Salary and High Commis-
sions, guaranteed !!!     

MATERNITY Cover Physical and 
Health Education teacher - immedi-
ate start. Due to circumstances be-
yond our control, Sotogrande Inter-
national School seeks to recruit an 
outstanding fully qualified teacher 
with the skills, expertise and passion 
to help enthuse our young people to 
achieve a high standard in Physical 
and Health Education. The maternity 
post is from Monday January 8th 2018 
to Wednesday 27th June 2018. The 
ideal candidate will:-· Have a natural 
passion and enthusiasm for PHE, able 
to deliver lessons that engage, en-
thuse and motivate our learners;· Pro-
mote a well organised and inspiring 
learning environment; · Offer enthu-
siasm and demonstrate a positive ap-
proach to students; · Have a positive 
and solution-focused attitude to work-
ing life;· Understand data and how it 
can be used to inform planning and 
intervention by tracking progress;· 
Be able to create a safe, caring envi-
ronment where respect and consid-
eration is taught;· Understand the 
value of consistent application of 
school policies; · Have great refer-
ence and appraisal documentation 
demonstrating they are a good class-
room practitioner. If you are inter-
ested, please send a CV, letter of ap-
plication and statement of your phi-
losophy of education to recruit-
ment@sis.gl mailto:recruit-
ment@sis.gl. The deadline for the 
post is open as we require the post to 
be filled immediately. We would like 
to draw your attention to the fact that 
Sotogrande International School takes 
safeguarding very seriously. There is 
a rigorous process involved as part of 
recruitment. Police clearance will be 
required for all countries of employ-
ment and a reference from your cur-
rent or most recent Head Teacher. 

CALL CENTRE contracted to UK Blue 

Chip Telecommunications company 

looking to expand, we are recruiting 

qualifiers and telesales with contract, 

basic plus commission. For more in-

formation and interview call Neil 

604241131 

FILIPINOSUR Agency. Offers trusted 

filipino workers for domestic serv-

ices and cleaning company. 

663612830/ 952008431 

Situations Wanted 

RESPONSIBLE lady looking for job: 
cleaning, errands, housekeeping, 
maintenance, assistance. 
632638168 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

WOMAN healthy 60ish, looking for 
live in position for cooking, walk, 
going out, companionship. Coast 
area preferred. 674523899 

YOUNG lady WLTM nice man for 
drink & chat. 632638168 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Doctors 

SKIN Specialist NHS Registered. 
Treats all kinds of skin problems. 
Consultation 70 Euros. Dr. Eva. Fuen-
girola 664747267 www.dermadel-
sol.com 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

RELAXING, full-body 2 body mas-
sages. Tantric, Nuru, Kyokuero... In-
calls/ outcalls. Elena 635290724  

SHAVING secret zone by experi-
enced mature Japanese masseuse. 
20 Euros. Fuengirola. 610396186 

FULLY qualified professional male 
massage therapist 15 years experi-
ence. Sports massage, Posture, Deep 
Tissue Massage. Trigger Point Ther-
apy. Holistic Relaxation Massage. 
Located in Malaga Centro, home & 
hotel visits available. Tel: 
610830657. Web: jameshannah.me 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Also 
Manicure, Pedicure...etc. Benal-
madena Costa 688553000 

Therapists 

MARBELLA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy. COSRT and 
BACP accredited. Individuals and 
couples. www.sextherapymar-
bella.es Richard 608 594 608 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

Beauty Treatments / 
Products 

FULLY qualified professional. Hair-
cut 10E. Facial 20E. Massage 20E. 
Call Whatsapp 605975823 Face-
book vickyhillwellnesscenter 
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VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

UK TV Fully installed from 295 Euros 
with all BBC's and ITV 1. Call Mar-
tin 650067389 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC1/2 uk full uk pack 80 cm dish 
no internet needed no contract. 
Wacht tv all rooms no cables. Sky 
full pack iptv internet from only 199 
euros no contrat no dish. Satellite 
improuve reallignement bbc sky and 
all europeens tv. Pave as you go. 
same day service. José Sotto Since 
1973. 952443838, 670443838 
Email josesotto@ono.com 

TNT SAT 50 chaines francaises sans 
abonement Jose Sotto depuis 
1973,952443838, 670443838 

BEST sales repairs all tv sat José 
Sotto 952443838, 670443838 

GOLF 

FOR SALE individual golf share at 
La Quinta 4.000 euros ono. 
620939193 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. Los Boliches. 
info@daytona.es or call 952667395  

PC DOCTOR Repairs and Sales. Lap-
tops in English. Speed up your PC. 
Remove viruses. Come to us or call 
us out. 952591071  

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

LAPTOP Repair Centre. Broken 
screens, iPads, Phones, mother-
boards, water damage. Repairs from 
35 euros. Call 952591071 

Websites 

WEBSITE designs and maintenance. 
Search Engine Optimization. Online 
Invoicing and CRM 50 Euros/month. 
Hosting from 5 Euros/month. Call 
952591071  

Others 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

CLASSES 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. Calle Maestro Angeles 
Aspiazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/ Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method: simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

GERMAN tutoring GCE, GCSE all 
other levels, beginners. 
651336167 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated, microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

STEFANIES Kennels and Cattery 
telephone 952790943 Excellent fa-
cilities for your pets. Established for 
31 years. Please see our website ste-
fanieskennels.com 

Pet Transport 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

Female 

CHRISTMAS Eve/New Year Eve 
Open. Incomparable ladies rigor-
ously selected. Malaga/Centre. 
We attend permanently. Very dis-
creet. Reasonable prices. 
952604172//603138200 
(Whatsapp). https://aticosex.com 

BOLICHES: 30E: Celina nice kind 
lady for discreet gentleman! Erotic 
& relaxing massages, full sex, French 
without till end, anal, kisses, black 
kiss...Private apartment! Appoint-
ments! 622210797 

CAROLINA 29yo. elegant, sweet 
surrender. I want to please you and 
fill you of love. Tantric massage. 
Nueva Andalucía. 603527122 

www.actiweb.es/sexylady Cala-
honda. Beautiful Spanish model, 28. 
Discretion. 685624324 

NVA ANDALUCIA: A spellbinding 
rare gem, very sexy, slim, horny and 
submissive girl offers you a special 
experience with exceptional pleas-
ure. All services, including sensual 
massages (qualified independent 
masseuse) with natural French and 
happy ending. Private apartment. 
656350401 

FUENGIROLA PORT: ALWAYS A 
FANTASTIC SELECTION OF INTER-
NATIONAL BEAUTIFUL LADIES 
AVAILABLE FOR YOUR ULTIMATE 
PLEASURABLE EXPERIENCE. 
WAITING FOR YOU IN OUR LUX-
URY ATICO ONLY 2MINS WALK 
FROM THE CHURCH SQUARE 
FUENGIROLA. CALL OR 
WHATSAPP 
661064376//663645432 

DELUXE PRIVATE VILLA: FUEN-
GIROLA/ MIJAS COSTA: 12 SEÑO-
RITAS, ELEGANT, SUPERAFFE-
CIONATE. ALL SERVICES. 3 INDE-
PENDENT SALONS. AIR/CONDI-
TIONED. 9 ROOMS. POOL. PRI-
VATE PARKING. GROUPS, EVENTS, 
PRIVATE PARTIES. 24.HRS. HO-
TELS. VISA. 
605322635/952582150. FROM 
30/EUROS. 

DIRTY fun with Miss Lucy. Erotic 
domination, footfetish, dirty talk, 
smokefetish, spanking. 604104187 

MARBELLA. Jasmine, Special anal, 
French without until the end, Black 
kiss, couples, 24/hours. Send pho-
tos/video. Whatsapp. 672420027 

PUERTO Banus. Tatiana Russian 
21, blonde. Anal. All services. Cou-
ples, French without, professional 
massages. Send photos/video. 
Whatsapp 680554614  

MARBELLA. Alejandra, bondage 

sado, impressive blonde, 120 

breast. All toys: chains, fetishist 

vault, clothes, high heels, latex. 

24/hours. Appointments. 

617791644  

MARBELLA. Angelina, special cou-

ples/ threesomes. Awesome bru-

nette. Real photos. 24hrs. Out-

calls. 617791644 

PUERTO Banus. Two 18 year old 

students, angel face. Lesbic, three-

somes, French without. 24/hours. 

We send photos. Whatsapp 

680554614 

MARBELLA Centre. Villa with 12 

precious girls (+18 ), 30 minutes: 

50 euros, 1 hour: 100 euros. Open 

24 hours. Call 620366817  

BENALMADENA: Sexy Vicky, pe-

tite European. Fluent English. In/ 

Outcalls. 605382376 

BUTTERFLY Girls. Visit our website 

www.butterflygirls.es 

http://www.butterflygirls.es Af-

fordable prices. Full Services. 24 

hours. Visa. Incalls and outcalls. 

951274723  650237145  

RIVERA, Colombian, with a spec-
tacular body. Pretty, friendly, en-
thusiastic, kinky and very sensual. 
For very demanding gentlemen. Pre-
pared to provide you with the most 
exciting and best experience. Want 
to enjoy a moment of maximum 
pleasure? Natural French or all the 
way to the end, Golden rain, erotic 
shower, erotic massages and much 
more. Outcalls 24 hours. 650237145 

CALAHONDA, exuberant Russian 
blonde. For people who are looking 
for something different. My man-
ners are very special and exquisite. 
Perky backside, natural boobs, 
smooth skin and angelical face with 
a precious smile you will love. 
650237102  

NEAR- Elviria. Lovely young lady 
with perfect curves and a very pro-
vocative look. I¿m very liberal sexu-
ally as it is one of the things I enjoy 
most in life. Do you fancy a unique, 
passionate and licentious date? I¿ll 
make sure you have unforgettable 
orgasms. 616368985  

BUTTERFLY Girls. Visit our website 
www.butterflygirls.es Affordable 
prices. Full Services. 24 hours. Visa. 
Incalls and outcalls. 951274723  
650237145 

JAPONESES Beautiful, vicious, spec-
tacular bodies. Total satisfaction. 
Calle Muro.Marbella center. 
657448188 

JAPANESE Stunning goddess. Tan-
tric and sexual body/to/body mas-
sage. Very good sexual services. 
Hotel and home visiting. Luxury 
private discreet apartment. Fuen-
girola. 673253870 

THAI beautiful sexy lady to pro-
vide you with the latest erotic 
services. Enjoy comfort 
Body/to/body massage, Tantric 
massage, chest massage, happy 
end. Private apartment. Opposite 
Hotel Las Palmeras Fuengirola. 
Visits. 602382363 

MARBELLA Marbella center, Lisa, 
27, high standing georgeous, ex-
otic, very horny charming smile and 
fit atheltic body, 1.67 - 52 kg, long 
brown, curly hair, sexy, erotic, full 
massage, body to body, blowjob, 
kisses, deep troat and more, out-
calls, incalls, speak English et parle 
francais. 602368719 

BENALMADENA. Smart Russian, 
beautiful Brest, amazing sex! 
Come now! 0034632801194 

TORROX Costa. Sexy latina, beau-
tiful lady,  very pleasant. Private. 
631206280 

DUQUESA/ Manilva. Sensual blonde. 
In/outcalls. Discretion. Pleasure 
guarantee 100%. 602617318 

MARBELLA Centre. Andrea. Pretty, 
sexy... Erotic masseuse. Nuru, 
body2body, happy ending tantra. 
Total luscious. 697232876 

COMPLIANT Genuine couple (will-
ing wife and knowing husband) of-
fer an incredibly sexual and unique 
experience to ladies, couples and 
gentlemen. Indulge your fantasy, be 
a voyeur, or simply enjoy very spe-
cial pleasures with us. Private apart-
ment in Nueva Andalucia or out calls 
685189518 

ISABELA 25 years, flirt, sexy 
Latina, tender and adorable, of-
fers sweet loving unforgettable 
moments. Photos Whatsapp 
655693707 

LOVEMASSAGE Mature perfect 
hands, curves, breast unforgetta-
ble, All services. Benalmadena. 
612417750 

SENIOR CITIZEN 50% discount. A 
full body prostatic massage by 
Sabrina from New York City. 
691533101 Benalmadena Costa (by 
windmill roundabout) 

BUSTY mature Brazilian. Deep anal, 
prostatic, sensitive massages. Ap-
pointments only by Whatsapp 
671110039. Nueva Andalucia 

www.casakinkspain.com Dungeon-
studio. Massage. Fantasies. Squirt-
ing. Role play. All serv-
ices.662913428 

44.YEAR old blonde. Natural 
French. Toys. No limits. Secluded 
facilities. sashaspassion.com Call 
663265150 

NIKITA 1,65cm/ 45kgs. 84/60/84. 
Speak English. Fuengirola. 
634042376 

LIA, FUENGIROLA: I love sex, do 
you? Couples. Call me! 634168441 

MULTIORGASMIC Danish sexpot, 
enables you to fulfill all your fanta-
sies. Benajarafe. Xena 637168101 

FUENGIROLA: Beautiful seductive 
mature, brunette lady, voluptuous, 
elegant. Ludi 632381963 

FUENGIROLA: Exclusive! Jennifer 
superbusty, teasing sexy lady! All 
services.631281988 

BENALMADENA: Young lady 35, 
attractive, sexy, educated. For 
gentlemen. 30 Euros. 634209427 

ENGLISH blonde, elegant and sen-
sual Michelle, ex Fuengirola Port 
Star recommended by Tony. I'm 
back and horny as ever, offering 
unforgettable moments of ex-
treme pleasure and mutual sat-
isfaction. I guarantee you will be-
come a regular client. Very flexi-
ble hours in my apartment. Out-
calls and overnight stays avail-
able too. 603279769 

ESTEPONA Cancelada: Beautiful 
educated 25 yrs blonde, sexy doll. 
Toys. 24hrs. Outcalls. 604109768  

SQUIRTINGGIRL with special abil-
ity squirting. Hotel, home visits. 
skill@gmx.us 622269947 kik: co-
stasea 

BENALMADENA: Big lady for gen-
tleman. Massages. Call me. 
644865691 Outcalls 

NEW BLONDE Russian student, 18; 
Spanish 19, model body, superhot! 
Guaranteed pleasure! Marbella. 
634351930 

ESTEPONA. LUSCIOUS MARTA 
MATURE. ALINE 30 BRAZILIAN, 
OUTCALLS, 24H. VISA. 680966710 

YOUNGS Spanish girlfriends(+18), 
caring, luscious, French without. 
Discreet. Marbella/Estepona 
722520777 

SAN PEDRO: Beautiful 35 year 
blonde, perfect body, non profes-
sional, looking for gentle love. Anne 
603242456 

FUENGIROLA: Oriental young beau-
tiful Japaneses. Complete services. 
Outcalls. 24hrs. 693988340 

BEAUTIFUL slim, model, tantra 
massage. Safe and clean place. 
English speaker. www.annatan-
tra.com 633060678  

ATTRACTIVE Asian Expert oriental 
massage, relieve pain and stress, 
unique service qualified. Discreet 
atmosphere, easy to find. Marbella. 
604143788 

TRY something different, Asian, 
European, all service, multiorgas-
mic pleasure, no rushing, luxury 
place. San Pedro/ Banús. 618448131 

POLISH, Thai, Russian, busty, slim, 
blondy, kissing, anal, lesbic, hot 
horny, best servivel affordable, San 
Pedro/ Banús. 618448131 

NEW Thai, Polish, Argentinian, slim, 
sexy, pretty, wild, hot horny. All serv-
ices guarantee. No rush. Marbella. 
679126231 

THAI  Balines, hilot proffessional 
massage by oriental lady, erotic, 
horny, body body touch, slim, beau-
tiful european, new luxury Marbella. 
660898501 

SLIM, Beautiful Oriental, European, 
blond, brunette, lesbic, blowjob, 
greek, kissing, erotic, exotic, body-
body massage. Luxury atmosphere. 
Marbella. 679126231 

BETWEEN San Pedro-Estepona. 
Unforgettable experience for nice 
gentlemen. Beautiful lady from 
Poland. 617700999 

BENALMADENA attractive Thai, 
relaxing & erotic body massages, 
visits. Torrequebrada Golf. www.me-
memassage.com 602428556 
whatsapp 

CHRISTMAS Festive florics with 
Zarah, mature naughty English 
blonde, all services, private villa, 
overnight 300 euros. Let me jin-
gle your bells. Coin 681614955 

ENGLISH ROSE privately educated, 
well spoken, attractive, elegant and 
slim, looking to accompany busi-
ness men. Lunch/ dinner optional. 
Discretion assured. 699859054 

LATINA girl fitness masseuse 
beautiful young, very sensual, all 
type of erotic massage, private, 
airconditioned apartment next to 
Hotel Barcelo, (Guadalmina) 
Whatsapp 663624237 

ESTEPONA: 2 beautiful, educated, 
sexy girlfriends. 24hrs. Outcalls. 
604109768 

BENALMADENA. Sexy blonde, nice 
boobs, hot time, good english. 
0034633010663  

NEW MARBELLA: 2 girlfriends 
blonde & brunette. Complete, sen-
sual, together or separate. Erotic 
massage, threesomes, parties, fan-
tasies. VISA. 662303121 

DIRTY old lady speaks English. In/ 
outcalls hotels. Fuengirola 
632868590 

NVA ANDALUCIA: Spanish mature 
couple. He's Hetero and she's Bisex-
ual. Only for serious and nice peo-
ple. Absolute discretion. 604218994 

BENALMADENA. Sensual blonde, 
pleasing, luscious. Specialist 
prostatic massage. 664678186 

NVA ANDALUCIA: Beautiful blonde, 
natural tits, superbody, lingerie, sex-
ual toys, 69, French watersports, 
massage. Discreet apartment. Vis-
its. 645898573 Juliana 

MATURE Elegant lady. Voluptu-
ous bust. All services. Only hotel 
& home visits. 687387680 

MISTRESS Ursula Dominatrix. BDSM 
lifestyle. Feet workship. La-
tex/leather. Spanking. Role play. 
Own studio. 672870066 

TORRE Mar: New! Japanese ladies. 
Beautiful, pleasing. Services 24H. 
693996352 

ESTEPONA: Laura beautiful blonde, 
naughty, lovely body. Outcalls. 24hrs. 
602891749 

KATHERINE 35y.o. sophisticated 
lady, elegant, offers escort services, 
hotel/home visits. From Málaga-to-
San Pedro. If you want an unique ex-
perience... 683623589 

NEW BRAZILIAN in Fuengirola: Sexy, 
exotic, sensual. Absolute discretion. 
603144074 

Male 

FUENGIROLA: Male2male full body 
massage. Very discreet, private villa. 
634004512 

MARBELLA. Novelty. Santiago. 
Handsome. Venezuelan boy, 22cms. 
Active/Pasive. Powerful endow-
ment. 24.hours. www.boysanti-
ago.com. 630810339 

AFRO British muscular guy. Erotic 
massages, all fantasies, soft (Bena-
jarafe)/ hardcore (Torremolinos). 
In/ Out. 604192852 

BOY for a good spent moment and 
horny fantasy 643101739 

MARBELLA Attractive boy, super-
endowed. Perfect lover, that will 
make you enjoy sex. 603202758 

SUBMISSIVE male living Coast 
would like for Xmas, and beyond a 
dominant male friend, educated, 
healthy, proctological explorer, 50+ 
having a private venue where regu-
lar extreme activities can take place 
in leisurely comfort. outrefun1@ya-
hoo.co.uk  

MARBELLA center, bisexual big size 
for everything. 657328140 
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Transvestites 

SHEMALE MARBELLA VIP SERV-
ICES APARTMENT PRIVATE RE-
LAXING MASSAGE TABLE, TOYS 
667032010. WHATSAPP 

TRANSSEXUAL Sophia, beautiful 
brunette, active/ passive, great 
bust, well hung. 662045252. Fuen-
girola. www.escortswow.es/sofi-
abiagg 

MARBELLA: Transvestite Karina 26, 
beautiful blonde, feminine, endowed. 
667846464 Whatsapp  

TRANSVESTITE Violeta, 
young(+18), endowed, horny, 
milky, 140 bust, very feminine, 
24h. 660867374 Fuengirola 

ESTEPONA NIKKY BLONDE 
TRANSVESTITE, 28yo. AC-
TIVE/PASSIVE, OUTCALLS, 24H. 
VISA. 660874904 

SENSUAL Japanese Shemale Mas-
sage in Puerto Banus. Versatile, 
warm, friendly. 602414398 

MARBELLA center stunning Thai 
ladyboy kissable lips, top/ bottom, 
in/ outcalls. 602493030 

Massage 

NVA ANDALUCIA beside Casino. 
Fitness blonde girl. 26. Erotic, tan-
tric all pleasure by magic hands. 
Private apartment. Pictures 
whatsapp. 698645512 

PURE ecstasy in Nueva Andalucia 
with young pretty independent mas-
seuse. Erotic body, tantric and other 
completely relaxing massages in pri-
vate apartment. 656350401 

GORGEOUS Paola. Model´s body, 
tantra, relaxing, B2B massage. Ex-
cellent company/Good vibes. relax-
ingtouch.es 602448534 

DISCOVER the benefits of tantric 
massages! Feel the pleasure in your 
skin...635290724 

MIAH, Fuengirola. Erotic, profes-
sional massage, body2body, happy 
ending. Miah, 647101046 

44.YEAR old brunette, slender, natu-
ral French, Greek, toys, squirting, 
no limits, dungeon. Secluded facili-
ties. Call 662913428 Check me out 
at: www.Lailalynch1.com 

SENIOR CITIZEN Full body mas-
sage by Sabrina from New York City. 
658189191 Benalmadena Costa (by 
windmill roundabout)  

FUENGIROLA: Madonna, Hot 
oil/horny massage with my boobs! 
Happy ending.631281988 

BEAUTIFUL Russian masseuse: 
Spectacular relaxing massage and 
ending. Malaga 603100025 

GORGEOUS Fillipina offers RELAX-
ING MASSAGE in the comfort of your 
own home 602483864 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse: Mas-
sages till end with optional end. 
666770405 Estepona 

MASSAGE Center: Tantric, erotic. 
Pleasure, elegance, discretion. 
The best of the Costa del Sol. 
www.tantranubha.com 
649808695 Benalmádena Costa  

ATTRACTIVE Asian Expert oriental 
massage, relieve pain and stress, 
unique service qualified. Discreet 
atmosphere, easy to find. Marbella. 
604143788 

SAN PEDRO Nueva Andalucía, San-
dra. Wonderfull massages, unfor-
gettable, tantric, young, stunning, 
discreet. Works alone 653411684 

MARBELLA centre. New. Luxury 
center with wide selection of expert 
masseuse... Sensual, erotic. Nuru 
erotic tantra, body to body lingam 
and prostatic. Unique experience 4 
hands, pleasant and exciting, dou-
ble stimulation. Massage for cou-
ples. Open: 9:00am/9:00pm. Ap-
pointment: 952867663/ 
690046233 

WWW.TANTRACENTER.ES PLEAS-
URE WITHOUT LIMITS, SPEC-
TACULAR MASSEUSE. MASSAGE 
EROTIC... WITH!!!SHOCKING END! 
952216145/ 644452369 

SAYAN. Tantra massage for ladies, 
gentlemen & couples. Ultimate 
bliss at a very nice place. Fuengi-
rola. 952586339 /608977260 
www.masajessayan.es  

FUENGIROLA Visit glamorous Sa-
sha 22, for enchanting Tantric mas-
sage with delightful finalé. Secluded 
luxury villa, music, drinks. Special 
Offer 50E 1/2h 90E hour. 
602570272 

ESTEPONA Guadalmina: Alexa bru-
nette. Sexy masseuse. Erotic, 
prostatic massage and more.. Full 
service. In & Outcalls. 602891749 

GEOVANNA Back!! Relaxing mas-
sage sensitive, tantric, prostatic, 
Discreet.Sensuality. Marbella. 
664806403 

VICKY. Special erotic massage 
hard to forget Vicky's hands on 
extras always remember where 
to cum again. Benalmádena c/ Las 
Naciones. Tel. 633693334 

MASSAGE and fun! Genuine trained 
exotic male tantric masseur. 
645291083 

GOLFER'S male massage and more 
by Jay (Singaporean). Relax, release. 
Puerto Banus. 662576394 

ASIAN Shemale massage for new 
relaxing experience and pleasures. 
Nueva Andalucia 602414398 

MARBELLA center, New young Thai/ 
Filipina, beautiful and hottie ladies, 
4hands with lovely ending or choose 
the best one. 604277549 

Various 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 
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Talk Radio Europe 

105.5 Axarquía 

91.5 Costa del Sol East 

91.9 Costa del Sol West 

98.7 Gibraltar/Sotogrande 

News, interviews, lifestyle, sport and  

BBC World Service. 

Global (93.6 and 96.4FM) 

All week round the clock music and 

entertainment 

Radio Radio Network (96 and 98.3 

FM). Music 24 hours. 

Central FM (98.6 FM, 103.8) 

All week, classic tracks and today’s music 

broadcast to the Costa del Sol 

ACE FM (106.8 FM) 

Inland radio, news and music 

The Beat fm (106 FM)  

24 hours, music and entertainment 

Spectrum  (105.5 FM, Costa 

Almeria/Mojácar 92.6 FM) 

24 hour music and entertainment 

Radio Mijas (107.7 FM) 

3 p.m. News, views and music 

Radio Sol Almijara (99.1 FM) 

Nerja radio in English and German and 

night time World Radio Network 

Heartfmspain (88.5 FM Costa, 96.1 

FM inland) Music, entertainment, news 

Lick FM (103.6 FM Marbella) 

Urban music broadcast between Gibraltar 

and Calahonda 

Rtv Puebla (107.7 FM) 

Monday evenings, Rock music memories. 

7 - 9pm. email: 

radiopuebla.musicmemories@yahoo.com 

Fb: Radiotelevision Peubla de Cazalla 

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES CLOCKWORD

THE WORDPUZZLER

INTERNATIONAL RADIO

QUESTION 1

QUIZ

1. Santa Misa  
2. Misa de Aguinaldo 
3. Navidad 
4. Misa del Gallo

What religious service is 
celebrated in Spain on 
Christmas eve?

QUESTION 2

1. The Flintstones 
2. The Simpsons 
3. The Whos of Whoville 
4. The McCallisters

Which family has a pet dog 
called ‘Santa’s Little 
Helper’?

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11274

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making 

sure that every 

row of nine 

numbers includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9, every 

column includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9 and every 3 

by 3 subsection 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

When someone smiles and utters soft 

words, you melt. Just keep your feet on 

(or at least near!) the ground! 

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Don’t give in to the feeling that you 

should be ‘doing’ something. You don’t 

need an excuse to indulge yourself.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Your inner voice is trying to give you a 

message. Instincts are spot on and this 

helps when choosing the right words for 

a loved one. 

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

A gift given with lots of thought really 

pleases you. Do you give this person 

enough attention?  

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Enjoying the company of your choice is 

always a joy. This year it could mean 

some travel.   

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Try not to rush ahead with New Year 

plans this week. Better options and 

methods are likely to appear. 

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Someone whose attention you crave 

may not be responding in the hoped-for 

way. Let them know that it is possible to 

compromise on an important issue. 

 

Virgo  

August 24th - September 23rd 

After a few mentally foggy days what 

happens next weekend brings 

everything into focus.   

 

Libra  

September 24th - October 23rd 

Make the very best of the time that you  

have with loved ones. The New Year 

will give the chance of being even 

closer. 

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Loving your home comforts and friends, 

this week can see you in your element. 

Extra efforts are really appreciated.  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

 Someone who is providing you with 

lots of entertainment will not succeed 

in distracting your attention.   

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Midweek you find a way forward that 

touches on that real spirit of 

adventure. Are you ready to share?
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BOOK OF THE WEEK

Spanish Lavender                                
Joan Fallon 

Spanish Lavender, written by Brit-
ish author Joan Fallon, is a novel 
which starts as the civil war reaches 
Malaga in 1937. Elizabeth, a budding 
photographer, decides to stay behind 
in the city when her family returns 
to England. She begins to regret her 
decision until she meets Juan. The 
couple, along with Alex, another Brit 
caught up in the events, decide to 
flee Malaga. Seventy years later, a 
young girl inherits a substantial sum 
of money and discovers  a family se-
cret which takes her to Malaga to 
find out who she really is.
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Quiz answers

THOUGHT FOR  
THE WEEK

He who      

has not 

Christmas    

in his heart 

will never 

find it under 

a tree 

ROY L. SMIT

Answer 1: Misa del Gallo 

Of interest: Literally ‘rooster’s mass’ it is a mass celebrated at midnight on 

Christmas Eve and ends the nine Misas de Aguinaldo which are celebrated 

from 15 December. 

 

Answer 2: The Simpsons 

Of interest: Santa’s Little Helper, voiced by Frank Welker and Dan 

Castellaneta, is the Simpsons’ pet greyhound. He first appeared in “Simpsons 

Roasting on an Open Fire” as a race dog adopted by Homer and Bart.

THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER

Christmas is a special time and most 
of us like to celebrate by doing ex-
actly the same thing every year, 
with the same people, the same food 
and the same order of events. After 
all, it’s tradition, and anything or 
anyone that dares to break it is play-
ing with fire. Having to work on 
Christmas Day is considered a cruel 
blow to an entire family and sim-
ply deciding to do something dif-
ferent, or even go on holiday, is an 
insult that’s hard to forgive. Living 
in Spain gives us more 
of an excuse to break 
with tradition - if we 
want to - and learn that 
other people’s ways of 

celebrating are just as important to 
them as ours are to us. Here, for ex-
ample, not being able to have Christ-
mas Eve dinner with the family is 
as big a tragedy as failing to turn up 
for turkey on Christmas Day in the 
UK. The beauty of the Costa del Sol, 
though, is that whatever country 
you’re from you’ll find some holi-
day traditions that match yours, and 
many others that are waiting to be 
discovered if you’re feeling brave 
enough. There’s one thing though 

that won’t change: 
SUR in English will 
be out every Friday 
as usual over the fes-
tive period.

Best kept traditions
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:: PABLO MARINETTO 

As a major tourist destination and 
the southern gateway to Europe, 
Malaga port is used to welcoming 
passenger ships and luxury private 
yachts almost every day. However, 
when a classic tall ship anchors be-
side its quays it is something un-
usual, a special occasion which may 
even feature in the history books of 
the future.  

This Christmas, the Nao Victoria 
Foundation has set its sights on 
Malaga, and from now until 7 Janu-
ary there will be the chance to tour 
the impressive Galeón Andalucía, a 
replica of the galleons used by the 
Spanish for their maritime expedi-
tions between the 16th and 18th 
centuries.  

Together with two other sailing 
ships, Nao Victoria and Nao Santa 
María - which is still being built, it is 
one of a collection managed by the 
foundation, which are used as muse-
ums and also as venues for events.  

During its tour this year the An-

dalucía has visited Puerto Rico, the 
Dominican Republic, Virgin Islands, 
USA, Canada and several Spanish 
ports. This is its first time in Malaga, 
although the foundation’s flagship, 

the Nao Victoria, was here in Feb-
ruary. A ticket to visit the ship costs 
six euros for adults and three euros 
for children aged from five to ten, 
and the tours take place between 

10am and 7pm.  
Boarding a galleon and walking 

across its decks gives an idea of what 
it must have been like to be a cabin 
boy; to step back in time and put 

yourself in the place of the crew 
members who sailed the seas over 
half the world for three centuries. 
The aim is for people “to appreci-
ate the challenges and feats of the 
Spanish sailors centuries ago,” says 
foundation representative Fer-
nando Viota. “A visit to the ship is 
full of symbolism.”  

Malaga was also the birthplace of 
one of the greatest explorers of the 
16th century, Ruy López de Villalo-
bos, who some historians think dis-
covered what is today Hawaii.  

Almost the whole of the Galeón 
Andalucía can be visited. The ship is 
55 metres long, has six decks, seven 
sails and ten cannons. There are also 
quarters for top-ranking officers, 
such as the captain, with cabins, 
bathrooms and what is known as the 
Admiral’s Room. Although the view 
hardly differs from that of the quay, 
looking at the cathedral, the Gibral-
faro castle, big wheel and Equita-
tiva building from the deck of a tall 
ship takes visitors back in time. If  
we also take into account the char-
acteristic movement of this type of 
ship in port, it is almost like being 
in a film. 

This is a fascinating experience, 
and something different to enjoy 
during the festive season, before 
the ship leaves for its next port of 
call, with a fair wind and at full sail.

The Galeón Andalucía is one of the Nao Victoria Foundation’s classic sailing ships. :: FRAN ACEVEDO

Gazing at Malaga from the decks of a galleon
The tall ship Galeón 
Andalucía is currently at 
Muelle Uno in Malaga 
port, where it can be 
visited until 7 January


