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Judges around Europe 
decide on fate of 
wanted Catalan leaders 

Spain’s Catalan political crisis be-
came the headache of judges in four 
other European countries this week 
after Madrid’s Supreme Court issued 
Euro arrest warrants for six fugitive 
separatist leaders.  

Germany, Scotland, Switzerland 
and Belgium are now deciding if 

Spain’s charge of rebellion is a valid 
reason for them to extradite.  

Carles Puigdemont is in jail with-
out bail in northern Germany while 
the former Catalan minister for Edu-
cation appeared in court in Edin-
burgh and was freed while Scotland’s 
lawyers argue the case.  P17

Carles Puigdemont has 
been held without bail 
in Germany and Euro 
arrest warrants have 
been issued for five 
more separatists

Members of Malaga’s Estudiantes brotherhood watch their images of Christ and Our Lady from the cathedral steps. :: ÑITO SALAS

The Symphony of the 
Seas was unveiled on 
Tuesday to industry 
professionals and seen 
off with fireworks   P2&3

World’s biggest 
cruise liner 
makes its  
debut in Malaga

Portugal revisited. We 
take a trip across the border 
to see how old favourites 
Lisbon and the Algarve 
have changed in our Travel 
section this month   P36-41

CLOAKED IN  

TRADITION

Streets are filled with the emotion 
 and passion of Holy Week   P8&9

FOOTBALL

The ship in Malaga port. :: J. D.
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It was Tuesday of Holy Week, and 
the people of Malaga walked in 
procession towards the Levante 
wharf in the port. This was not an 
Easter procession, however. They 
were all on their way to take part 
in a unique event which would be-
come part of the port’s history: the 
world presentation of the Sym-
phony of the Seas, the biggest 

cruise ship in the world. This gi-
ant, which can carry nearly 9,000 
passengers and crew, made its first 
appearance in Malaga with 1,500 
important guests on board: direc-
tors of the Royal Caribbean cruise 
line, around 350 journalists from 
all over the world, travel agents 
and tour operators. 

The inauguration day began 
early when the ship anchored in 
Malaga at 6am, having travelled 
from the Saint Nazaire shipyards 
in France. There was a festive at-
mosphere, with live music around 
the swimming pools and shopping 
gallery. The party even extended 
to the Levante quayside, where 

people arrived all through the day 
to witness this world premiere. 

 At 4pm two tugs formalised the 
baptism of the ship by directing 
streams of water towards it, to 
which the captain, Rob Hempt-
stead, responded by sounding the 
sirens. Shortly afterwards the first 
emergency drill took place, and a 
video was shown of the major tech-
nology on board the vessel, which 
is 362 metres long and weighs 
228,000 tonnes.  

Later, some of the directors who 
would be travelling with the ship 
to Barcelona, from where it will 
make seven-night cruises around 
the Mediterranean, shared their 

impressions with the media. 
As expected, they were keen to 

highlight all the aspects which 
make the Symphony of the Seas 
so spectacular, but they also said 
they were impressed by the attrac-
tions of Malaga city and the Costa 
del Sol. They were particularly sur-
prised by the Easter processions 
and the unique ambience of Malaga 
at this time of year.  

The focus of all attention 

Malaga became the focus of atten-
tion for everybody in the cruising 
world when Royal Caribbean chose 
the port for the unveiling of the 
ship, which has room for 6,680 

passengers.  
It was a tribute from the cruise 

company to the port, which will 
receive ten visits from five of its 
famous ships this year. Among 
them will be the Symphony of the 
Seas, which will be returning in 
October.  

Royal Caribbean’s general direc-
tor for the Eurozone, and associ-
ate vice-president of the company, 
Belén Wangüemert, said the firm 
is working with the Malaga 
authorities on new projects for the 
city. 

 “We always work with the ports 
and destinations to identify more 
opportunities. We have been do-

The ship’s presence attracted a lot of attention around the city. :: JESÚS DOMÍNGUEZ

A sea giant, unveiled in Malaga

The presentation of the Symphony of the Seas confirms the Costa del Sol’s status as a cruise destination

PILAR 
MARTÍNEZ

 pmartinez@diariosur.es

Fireworks as the ship left for Barcelona. :: SUR
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ing that with Malaga for many 
years and we have a very good re-
lationship. We are increasing the 
visits by our ships in line with de-
mand. Malaga is a project which 
is always on the table,” she 
said at the press conference 
on the 16th deck of the ship, 
which she attended with 
the mayor of the city, Fran-
cisco de la Torre, and the 
president of the Port 
Authority, Paulino Plata. 

The mayor presented a 
plaque to thank the company 
for choosing Malaga for the 
world presentation of the Sym-
phony of the Seas and for help-
ing to promote the city.  

“This is a unique opportunity 
for the directors and for journal-
ists from all over the world to get 
to know Malaga better,” he said. 
He also explained that events such 
as these have many positive ef-
fects. “It is an important comple-
ment to the constant promotional 
work carried out by the Port and 
the council every time there is a 

cruise tourism fair in Europe or 
America. This is almost equivalent 
to a fair of that type,” he said. 

Paulino Plata said that there are 
discussions in progress for the 

cruise line to use Malaga as a 
base port for its forthcoming 
projects, and said the talks 
are going well. 

 “We are working closely 
together because Malaga is 
a top-quality destination,” 
he said.  

Parks and pools 
The Symphony of the Seas is 

arranged in seven areas, with 18 
decks (there is no number 13), 
2,759 cabins, 19 swimming pools, 
slides, a Central Park with 12,000 
natural plants and a shopping and 
restaurant area with 26 bars and 
lounges, a theatre and ice rink. The 
ship also has its own zip wire, 
among other attractions. 

 The firework display which 
marked the ship’s departure from 
Malaga delighted all those lucky 
enough to be on board. 

:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. Impressed by the 
warm welcome from Malaga at 
the world presentation of the 
Symphony of the Seas, Belén 
Wangüemert, Royal Caribbean’s 
general director for the Eurozone, 
said that “we are not ruling out 
Malaga as a base port”, but ex-
plained that the cruise line needs 
to find the right commercial op-
portunity in order to operate from 
the Costa del Sol. 

 “It is not that there are any 
problems, but we need to wait 
for the time this operation would 
make sense. The dialogue is good, 
the city and port are ideal, but 
we have to wait for the right  op-
portunity,” she explained.  

Royal Caribbean currently has 
ten ships under construction and 
a destination will be needed for 
those in the next few years.  

After pointing out that the di-
rect economic impact of a visit 
by the Symphony of the Seas is 

approximately 400,000 euros, 
she explained, “We have had  
many members of the media and 
company personnel on board for 
this inauguration and they have 
had the chance to explore the city 
and get to know it better. All 
these are steps which will, with-
out a doubt, help to position 
Malaga for the future,” she said.  

With regard to this new giant of 
the seas, which is the latest addi-
tion to the Quantum class, she said 
that it was designed for families and 
entertainment. Its slide is higher 
than any other and the ship has a 
large family suite, which among 
other curiosities has a Lego wall and 
other attractions for children.  

Wangüemert explained that 
bookings for the Symphony of the 
Seas are going well and that there 
is already a reservation for the fam-
ily suite for six people at Christmas, 
at a cost of 58,000 dollars. 

“This ship is truly spectacular,” 
she insisted. 

“We are not ruling Malaga 
out as a base port for 
Royal Caribbean”

Belén Wangüemert  Royal Caribbean’s general 
director for the Eurozone

On unveiling day there 
was live music around 
the ship’s pools and 
shopping gallery

Wangüemert, between Plata and Malaga mayor, De la Torre. :: P. M.
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Shops and other facilities for  
passengers to enjoy. :: SUR

The cruise ship is aimed at attracting families. :: SUR
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Up to £100,000 has been 
offered for news of what 
happened to Lisa Brown,  
the mother-of-one who 
disappeared in Guadiaro, 
Cadiz over two years ago 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. The family of Lisa Brown, 
a Scottish mother who disappeared 
in the province of Cadiz more than 
two years ago, launched a fresh ap-
peal at a press conference attended 
by British ambassador Simon Man-
ley last week. The appeal is supported 
by the UK’s Foreign and Common-
wealth Office and Spanish authori-
ties and is backed up by a reward of 
up to £100,000 from the family, sup-
ported by UK charity Crimestoppers. 

Brown was 31 when she vanished 
from her home in Guadiaro, near 
Sotogrande in Cadiz province, on 4 
November 2015. The alarm was 
raised when she failed to pick up 
her eight-year-old son from school. 

She had lived in Spain for 14 years 
and worked in Gibraltar, and was 
about to start a new job the day af-
ter her disappearance. 

Craig Douglas, Brown’s brother, 
said their family believes that there 
is a “wall of silence” among the 

English-speaking community in 
southern Spain over his sister’s                 
disappearance. 

“We are sure that people know 
what happened and ask them to 
think of a little boy who asks every 
night when his mummy is coming 
home,” Douglas said. 

Roger Critchell of Crimestoppers  
said: “We understand that people 
are not always willing to go to the 
police so we would urge them to 
contact us with 100% anonymity.”  

Those with information can con-
tact Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 
(UK), 900 555 111 in Spain or online 
at  https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-
information

Family offers reward in new 
appeal for information on 
Scot missing since 2015

Lisa Brown. :: SUR

Two held for wounding  
couple in Banús theft   

MARBELLA 
: :  SUR.   Two Italian men have 
been held by police over the al-
leged mugging of an elderly cou-
ple out walking in the street in 
Puerto Banús, Marbella. Investi-
gators said that the couple re-
ported a man putting himself in 
their path without warning and 
forcing one of them to hand over 
a watch. The attacker then ran off 
to a waiting motorcycle.  

112 REPORTS

Man freed from kidnap 
ordeal in Las Lagunas 

MIJAS 
:: J. C. / Á. F. Police freed a young 
man last Saturday after he was held 
captive inside an apartment in the 
Las Lagunas area of Mijas for 15 
hours. Two men, a Spanish national 

and a Moroccan, were held accused 
of illegal detention and torture. Ac-
cording to investigators, the alarm 
was first raised when a local per-
son reported a video on social me-
dia showing a man with head 
wounds being assaulted. One of the 
assailants in the video was identi-
fied and officers raided the man’s 
residence in the El Juncal estate. 

Hunt for missing    
British man in Arroyo  

BENALMÁDENA 
:: SUR.  A plea was launched this 
week by the foreign community 
in Arroyo de la Miel, 
Benalmádena, for help finding a 
missing British man. 

Fourty-eight-year-old Anthony 
(Tony) Oldham was last seen last 
Friday, 23 March, at lunchtime in 
the Plaza de España area. 

According to friends, he was 
wearing blue denim cargo type 
jeans, blue trainers, black polo shirt, 
a grey hoodie and blue rain jacket.  
They added that he disappeared 
with no phone, money or ID. 

Tony was reported missing to 
police last Sunday and friends and 
family are very concerned for his 
welfare.

Tony Oldham. 

One of the weapons seized by police after the kidnap :: SUR

Man dies after Estepona 
AP-7 toll road smash 

ESTEPONA 
:: SUR. A 36-year-old man died this 
week and a 32-year-old woman was 
injured after a car left the road and 
overturned on the AP-7 toll motor-
way in Estepona municipality. Ac-
cording to the emergency services, 
a call was received at 11pm on Mon-
day night reporting that a vehicle 
had hit trees at kilometre 163 on the 
road. The injured woman was taken 
to the Costa del Sol hospital.  
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:: SUR 

MADRID. Spanish airports op-
erator Aena has agreed to install 
drinking water fountains and limit 
the price of bottled water to one 
euro in the airports it manages, 
including Malaga. The decision fol-
lows an investigation by the Span-
ish ombudsman (defensor del 
pueblo) into complaints about 
prices charged for bottles of wa-
ter, among other basic products. 

According to the commitment 
made by Aena, airport bars and 
restaurants will offer 33cl bottles 
for one euro, while vending ma-
chines will stock 50cl bottles for 
the same price.  

The report also reflected com-
plaints about the use of space in 
airports where passengers are 
forced to walk through commer-
cial areas to reach their gates.

Spanish airports 
ordered to sell 
bottles of water 
for one euro

27-year-old José Manuel 
was killed in an 
apparently unprovoked 
assault and it is the 
second violent death in 
the area recently  

:: J. CANO / C. MÁRQUEZ 

MANILVA. Manilva village centre 
was the scene of a demonstration last 
Monday evening to demand an in-
creased police presence following 
the death of a 27-year-old man early 
on Sunday morning. 

The victim, named as José Manuel 
V.M., who was a Spanish national 
and a local resident, died after being 
punched twice and collapsing on the 
ground, hitting his head, investiga-
tors said. The apparently unprovoked 
attack took place just after 4am in 
the Plaza de Martín Carpena, where 
hundreds of people had gathered to 
celebrate the Primavera (spring) fes-
tival. The incident occurred in a 

poorly-lit area where groups of young 
people regularly gather to drink. 

Witnesses said that the victim had 
stopped to smoke, casually watch-
ing a heated argument taking place 
among some women. The suspected 
attacker was apparently a male youth 
who was with the girls. He turned 
himself in to police in nearby Este-
pona later on Sunday morning. 

Friends of the deceased said that 
he “was a good person who never got 
into trouble”.  

The mayor of Manilva, Mario Jimé-
nez, stated that while this was an 
“isolated incident”, there was a need 
for more Guardia Civil officers in the 
municipality. He said that the local 
town hall was doing all it could to 
make Manilva a safer place and that 
the Local Police force was working 
hard, but “more officers from the na-
tional security forces” were needed. 

Last month a local farm worker 
was violently killed in a late-night 
attack supposedly linked to mistaken 
identity by a drug gang. 

Manilva residents march 
against violence after man 
dies in attack outside party 

Locals are calling for more police. :: CHARO MÁRQUEZ

Marbella council has stepped 
up its efforts to remove aban-
doned vehicles from the town’s 
streets. Last week some 40 
cars were removed from the La 
Ermita industrial estate to add 
to the 443 cars that have been 
towed away in Marbella since 
the purge began last Septem-
ber. The mayor and the head of 
the Local Police have said a fur-
ther 100 are set to be removed 
after Easter. The council has re-
minded drivers that there are 
fines for abandoning a vehicle 
on a public road and that the 
council will dispose of any on 
request for free.  

PURGE OF 

ABANDONED 

CARS CONTINUES 

IN MARBELLA 

:: JOSELE-LANZA

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA.  The council in Mar-
bella took over control of the big-
gest park in the municipality last 
week and promptly ordered its clo-
sure for repairs and replanting. 

El Parque de los Tres Jardines is 
a 90,000-square-metre space near 
the Ronda road alongside San Pe-
dro and covers three themed areas 
of Mediterranean, Arabian and sub-
tropical vegetation. 

Opened by the Junta de Anda-
lucía regional government in 2012, 
it has been at the centre of recent 
controversy, with the cross-party 
view on the local council that the 

Junta was failing to care for it. 
Now the council has officially 

taken over responsibility for main-
tenance and, to bring the gardens 
up to standard again, district 
mayor for San Pedro on Marbella 
council, Rafael Piña, said on a visit 
last week that they would stay 
closed for at least two weeks while 
the most urgent repairs are car-
ried out.  

He says that 400,000 euros 
needs to be spent on repairs and 
the annual running cost will reach 
200,000 euros.    

The adjacent dog park, however, 
will stay open.

Council takes over control 
of town’s biggest park

Town hall gardeners start work on restoring the park. :: SUR
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The flooded ground has 
made caring for the 
horses more difficult 
and vet bills now exceed 
3,000 euros monthly 

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

ALH. EL GRANDE. The CYD 
Santa Maria horse sanctuary is in 
difficulty. The recent rain, which 
has been beneficial for the coun-
tryside and agriculture of the prov-
ince, has not proven as useful for 
this rural sanctuary in Alhaurín El 
Grande. The ground has become 
very muddy and it will take weeks 
to return to its previous state. 

The horses, the majority of which 
are old or unwell, are suffering from 

the damp and the lack of spaces to 
sleep or rest. The seriousness of the 
situation has caused owner Virginia 
Solera to ask for help and donations 
from the general public, however 
small they may be. “The animals 
that we treat require a large com-
mitment due to the difficulty of 
transporting them, cleaning them 
and feeding them,” she said. 

The rain has been falling “with 
no sign of stopping” over the past 
few weeks. “To recover we need 
more time for the ground to dry 
out; it’s an absolute mire”. 

The centre is unable to lay a con-
crete floor as they are concerned 
for the welfare of the horses, so 
instead are hoping to purchase be-
tween sixty and seventy lorries 
loads of gravel.

CYD Santa Maria horse 
sanctuary asks for help 
following heavy rain

Ciudadanos and PSOE  
now have an absolute 
majority guaranteed until 
the next municipal 
election in May next year  

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. The two ruling parties on 
Mijas council have added the all-im-
portant support of the one council-
lor belonging to the Podemos party 
to secure a pact to bring stability to 
the town hall until the end of the 
current legislature in May next year. 

The socialist PSOE party and cen-
trist Ciudadanos run the council 
but don’t have an overall majority. 
Now, with the vote of the CSSP-Po-
demos councillor, they can get budg-

ets approved and other changes 
through a council vote with a ma-
jority. The parties recently signed 
a three-way deal document with 
28 points. 

Among the initiatives agreed to 
is an office to support the local 
LGBT community and a relaunch 
of the closed CIOMijas hospitality 
school.   

Mijas ruling parties agree stability 
pact with single Podemos councillor 

The three parties sealed the new agreement last week. :: I. G.

Churriana’s market  
reopens after refit 

MALAGA 
:: S. MOLINA. After three years of 
rebuilding work, the municipal 
market hall in Churriana has been 
reopened.  

The mayor of Malaga, Francisco 
de la Torre, attended the inaugura-
tion of the building, which has been 
renovated,  adding new flooring as 
well as many other improvements.    

HERE AND THERE

Los Álamos hotel. :: SUR

Earth tremor is recorded 
in inland Malaga province  

VILLANUEVA DEL ROSARIO 
:: SUR. A small earth tremor meas-
uring magnitude 3 on the Richter 
scale and at a depth of 61 kilome-
tres was recorded in Villanueva del 
Rosario, near Archidona, just after 
midnight on Wednesday morning. 
The quake caused no damage and 
follows several small tremors in 
neighbouring Villanueva del Tra-
buco in February and a quake felt 
in Humilladero last Sunday.  

Hotel Los Álamos to be 
given a new lease of life 

TORREMOLINOS 
:: A. GÓMEZ.  Hotel Los Álamos, by 
the main road into Torremolinos 
from Malaga, has been closed since 
2014 when it went into receiver-
ship. Now the current owners, the 
national Social Security office, is 
putting the hotel and its land up 
for auction in April. The town hall 
has suggested it could be converted 
into an old people’s home or as 
housing for the homeless. 

The horses are suffering in the mud and wet. :: SUR

Following concerns published 
in SUR about the poor condi-
tion of a footbridge over the 
A-7 between Mijas and Fuengi-
rola, the ministry for Develop-
ment has closed the structure 
at last. Authorities have put 
up a fence and a warning sign 
to prevent people from cross-
ing it, and plan to start repair 
work as soon as possible.

A-7 BRIDGE SHUT 

AT LAST OVER  

SAFETY FEARS 

:: IVÁN GELIBTER

The mayor at the opening. :: SUR
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HOLY WEEK IN PICTURES

Processions attract the crowds around the region

Tradition and emotion

MMalaga. The image of Our Lady in the Rescate procession. :: H. CORTÉS

Child’s play. A boy makes a ball from candle wax. :: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

Malaga. Thousands flock to watch El Cautivo, the city’s much-loved Christ image. :: SALVADOR  SALAS

Marbella. Santa Marta, carried by women on Tuesday. :: JOSELE-LANZA
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:: ÁNGEL ESCALERA 

MALAGA. The Spanish Paratrooper 
Brigade (BRIPAC) joined in with 
Holy Week celebrations in Malaga 
this week, notably putting on a dis-
play at the city’s central La Caleta 
beach for the expectant crowds. 

The brigade’s general, Alfredo Pé-
rez de Aguado, was joined by De-
fence minister, María Dolores de 
Cospedal, and Malaga mayor, Fran-
cisco de la Torre, who was in atten-
dance to review the troops as they 
came in to land on the beach in front 
of the Miramar hotel. 

The troops also participated in a 
parade down the city’s Paseo del Par-
que, as well as giving a concert in 
Plaza de la Constitución and accom-
panying an Easter procession. A paratrooper landing on La Caleta beach in Malaga. :: JESÚS DOMÍNGUEZ

The Paratrooper 
Brigade took part in 
Semana Santa 
celebrations in Malaga 
this Wednesday

Dropping in on the processions

The early arrival of Holy 
Week this year is good 
news for hotels, car 
rental companies and 
beach bars  

:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. The Costa del Sol has al-
ready woken up from its winter slum-
ber with the early arrival of Easter 
this year. 

The vast majority of the around 60 
hotels which close their doors dur-
ing the winter have reopened, with 
around 15 of them boasting a new 
look after undergoing renovation to 
the tune of 45 million euros. 

However, the challenge of repeat-
ing the impressive figures of last 
year is a difficult one, with many 
airlines still running their reduced 
schedules and the competition from 
ski resorts which are still operative 
in March. 

Forecasts, nonetheless, suggest 
that hotels will still reach an 86 per 
cent occupancy rate by tomorrow, 
Easter Saturday. 

The picture is similar in holiday 
rental properties. The almost 15,000 
in the city of Malaga will be close to 
fully booked, while in the province 
as a whole, the percentage will be 
close to 63 per cent. 

Car rental 

There is optimism too in the car rental 
sector which, despite an increase in 
the amount of companies now avail-
able to customers, (with companies 
from Palma de Mallorca and Alicante 
now setting up in the city), 80 per 
cent of the overall fleet has been 
booked up for Easter Week. 

With 679,000 seats up for sale on 
flights in and out of Malaga from last 
Friday until Easter Monday, this is 
hardly surprising and fills Ana María 
García, president of the Andalusian 
car rental association, with optimism: 

“Our numbers are similar to last year, 
even though Easter was in April then, 
so we have very high expectations 
for this season.” 

Beach bars 

The influx of visitors is also good news 
for chiringuitos (beach bars) which 
are, for the most part, reopening for 
the first time since November. 

The sector employs between 
3,500 and 4,000 people, and 80 per 
cent of the total workforce has al-
ready been contracted because of 
Easter’s early arrival, with another 
wave of employment expected in 
June for the summer. 

With the weather especially 
changeable so far this year, many 
people keen to sample Easter on the 
Costa del Sol have been waiting un-
til the last minute. With the spec-
tre of rain looming over Good Fri-
day, we will have to cross our fingers 
and wait and see if last year’s figures 
are surpassed. 

High season starts early with hotels 
and restaurants booked up for Easter

María Dolores de Cospedal. :: J. D.

Carrying an image of Christ. :: J. D.

Film star Antonio Banderas brought an added touch of showbiz to 
Palm Sunday this week as he was accompanied by his partner Nicole 
Kimpel, as well as director Ken Biller and actor Alex Rich with whom 
Banderas worked in ‘Genius: Picasso’, to the procession of the Lágri-
mas y Favores brotherhood. Banderas takes part in Holy Week every 
year in his home town and this year the brotherhood paid tribute to 
his mother Ana, who died in November, with a black ribbon.

:: ÑITO SALAS

A TOUCH OF HOLLYWOOD
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The structure of the 230-
year-old bridge is solid 
but it suffers from a lack 
of cleaning, maintenance 
and preservation  

:: VANESSA MELGAR 

RONDA. The Puente Nuevo (New 
Bridge) in Ronda opened to traffic on 
4 November 1787. It was a costly pro-
ject, economically because different 
municipalities had to collaborate in 
its construction, and architecturally 
because an earlier bridge had collapsed 
after six years. As an alternative, the 
Felipe V Arch was built into the Moor-
ish walls, but the carriage drivers ob-
jected to the steep slope there and it 
was decided to reactivate the bridge 
project to join the two parts of the 
town: La Ciudad, which is where the 
aristocracy lived, and the Mercadillo 
district which was home to middle-
class residents.  

Nearly 231 years later, the Puente 
Nuevo over the Guadalevín river has 
become an emblem of Ronda and An-
dalucía; it is one of the most-photo-
graphed and visited monuments and 
local people are proud of it. However, 
it is badly in need of maintenance.  

A report commissioned recently 
by Ronda council shows that the 
structure is solid and the bridge is 
not going to fall down, but there are 
other problems. There are leaks, the 
walls have black and white stains 
and it has no specific protection de-
spite being in the historic area of the 
town, which is classified as a Site of 
Cultural Interest (BIC).  

“Basically the problem with the 
bridge is the lack of maintenance in 
the oldest part of town and a lack of 
preservation and planning,” says Pi-
lar Delgado, an architect who works 
for the town hall.  

She says the upper part of the 
bridge, including the Information 
Centre, is in a bad state of repair. The 
council recently carried out works by 
the nearby Santo Domingo convent, 

where the ground had sunk after 
a break in a pipe and that solved 
the problem at that point but, ac-
cording to Pilar, the water still leaks 
through the cobblestones else-
where on the bridge.  

“We have been producing reports 
on this for the past ten years. There 
are stalactites and stalagmites in the 
Information Centre, formed by the 
slow leaking of water with calcium 
carbonate. The bridge functions in 
the same way as a rock or cave, as a 
natural element, and it suffers from 
the same processes. The type of ma-
terial which was used is dissolving,” 
she explains.  

Another problem lies with the 
cobblestones which were used to re-
place the asphalt in 1992. “The cob-
blestones have separated with the 
weight of all the traffic that crosses 

the bridge and it is losing its weath-
erproofing,” she says. Water also ac-
cumulates on the bridge because the 
drains need cleaning, and that is an-
other reason leaks occur.  

Oil stains 

The black stains on the walls of the 
bridge are probably due to oil from 
the vehicles which empty the 
drains. “It looks like tar, and it has 
never been cleaned off,” says Pi-
lar. The white marks are calcium 
carbonate. “There is no fixed sched-
ule for cleaning, and also we can’t 
clean at all when birds are nesting 
on the bridge,” she explains.  

The council has now restricted 
vehicle traffic on the bridge to six 
and a half hours a day and it is miss-
ing out on grants, mainly from the 
EU, because Ronda has no special 
protection plan for its historic dis-
trict and that is a condition of eli-
gibility. This is also frustrating the 
aspirations for Ronda to be declared 
a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

The unhealthy Puente 
Nuevo bridge in Ronda  
There are water leaks, stains on the walls and stalactites and 
stalagmites are forming inside the Information Centre

Controversy over the 
traffic restrictions  

Many Ronda residents are up in 
arms about the decision to re-
strict traffic on the Puente Nuevo 
bridge to six and a half hours a 
day, from 10am to 1.30pm and 
from 5pm to 8pm. (The restric-
tion does not apply to people who 
live in La Ciudad district). Accord-
ing to the council, 11,000 vehicles 
a day were using the bridge and 
driving through the historic part 
of the town, and the volume of 

traffic in general in this area 
needs to be reduced. 

Those who live in the San Fran-
cisco and La Planilla districts are 
especially opposed to the restric-
tion, because they say it com-
pletely isolates the southern side 
of the town. They would prefer an 
alternative route to be built, 
rather than the bridge being 
closed to traffic, and they refuse 
to use the existing bypass because 
they consider it is not in a suitable   
condition. 

The Puente de las Curtidurías, 
the oldest in the town dating back 
to Moorish times, is one of the 

bridges which is experiencing an 
increase in traffic because of the 
restictions and the town hall is 
now looking into measures to 
give it the protection studies 
show are necessary.  

Restrictions on Puente Nuevo 
have already sparked two pro-
tests, attended by 3,000 and 
6,000 people according to the or-
ganisers, and 1,500 and 3,000 ac-
cording to the police. They say  
these new regulations are illegal. 
The town hall denies this. Opposi-
tion parties have announced that 
if they were in power, they would 
cancel the restriction.

The bridge, which joined the 
two parts of the town, opened 
to traffic on 4 November 1787. 
:: J. D. VELASCO

or-
ob-

d it 
dge 
he 

the 
illo 
le-

Th
tw
to
::

The result of leaks in the 
interior. :: SUR
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Traffic redirected on 
Benagalbón roads 

BENAGALBÓN 
: :  E. C. Rincón de la Victoria 
town hall has permanently re-
directed traffic on a number of 
roads in Benagalbón. Calle Oso-
rio is now just one way (south 
to north) apart from in the sec-
tion which meets Calle Levante 
and Calle Canalizo. In addition, 
wooden plant boxes have been 
installed on Avenida de la Can-
delaria. The town hall said that 
the total investment in the  
work was 11,331 euros.

HERE AND THERE

Outdoor theatre 
project to go to tender 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 
:: E. C. Rincón de la Victoria town 
hall announced earlier this week 
that it is finalising plans to build 
an outdoor theatre in the Huerta 
Julián park. The venue will have 
500 seats and cost 350,000 euros 
to complete. The works contract 
is expected to go out to tender in 
the coming months. Councillor 
for Education and Culture, Anto-
nio José Martín, said there is “a 
great cultural offer” but the town 
is currently having to use a school 
playground for performances.

Torre del Mar adds 
new recreation areas 

TORRE DEL MAR 
:: J. R. Deputy Mayor for Torre del 
Mar, Jesús Pérez Atencia, said in a 
press release on Tuesday that the 
town now has the “biggest chil-
dren’s playground along the Malaga 
coastline”. An existing play area 
on Torre del Mar beach has been 
amplified and has more equipment 
suitable for children aged between 
six and 12. In addition to this he 
revealed plans to create an area for 
teenagers and young people be-
tween 12 and 25, which he said 
will be open in time for summer.

:: A. P. / I. L. 
MALAGA. La Viñuela reservoir 
is now at 40 per cent capacity ac-
cording to statistics published by 
the Junta de Andalucía on Tues-
day. At 66 cubic hectometres the 
levels are back to what they were 
a year ago. However, they have 
fallen steadily since 2011, when it 
was 95 per cent full, following 
heavy rainfall in 2009, 2010 and 
2011. Much of the water has come 
from the River Guaro which sup-
plies the reservoir. 

The positive picture is repeated 
across Malaga province and many 
reservoirs are back to their 2011 
levels. Water was drained from the 
La Concepción reservoir in Malaga 
last week and other supplies cut 
as it was almost full. 

The Guadalhorce system, which 
includes Guadalhorce, Conde and 
Guadalteba reservoirs is reported 
to be 63 per cent full. 

Although there is some more 
rain forecast for the next few days, 
April is currently looking much 
drier than March. However, con-
tinued runoff from the heavy rain-
fall is expected to maintain water 
levels for the coming weeks.

Junta announces 
reservoir levels 
are back to 2011 
levels across 
Malaga province

The Larios company, 
which owns much of the 
land around Maro, found 
holes in the document 
leading to the Junta’s 
decision to annul it  

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

MARO. The Junta de Andalucía has 
annulled a special plan written up 
by Nerja town hall in 2013, which 
would have permitted projects 
such as reforms to a 16th century 
sugar cane factory. 

The plan, which was developed 
by the then Partido Popular (PP) 
administration led by José Alberto 
Armijo, was annulled at the end of 
January due to an objection put 
forward by the Larios company, 
which owns much of the land 
around Maro and Nerja.  

Larios claimed that the 2013 
document did not include the cor-
rect financial or environmental 
impact reports. 

The current socialist coalition  
at Nerja  town hall has  announced 
that it will rewrite the plan in line 
with the Junta de Andalucía’s 
PGOU guidelines.   

Urban development councillor, 
Anabel Iranzo (Izquierda Unida), 
told SUR on Monday that the ad-
ministration’s intention is to “re-
draft a special plan, but this time 

scrupulously complying with the 
requirements stated in the regu-
lations,” adding, “something that 
lamentably the PP did not do”. 

The village of Maro was declared 
a site of historic interest and natu-
ral beauty during the 1960s and, 
at 500 metres from the Nerja caves, 
is included in the caves’ area of spe-
cial interest. 

Town hall vows to rewrite 
special protection plan for Maro 

The River Guaro . :: A. P.

The village of Maro is just 500 metres from the Nerja Caves. :: E. C.

The Nerja museum reunited 
six drawings done in Holy 
Week 1958 with their rightful 
owners last Friday. The men, 
who are all now around 65 
years old, went to the mu-
seum where they were pre-
sented with their artwork, 
which had been signed in 
1958, allowing the museum to 
trace them. Some of the men 
said they hadn’t seen each 
other since their school days.

HOLY WEEK 

DRAWINGS DONE 

IN 1958 REUNITED 

WITH OWNERS

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS
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The renovation of the 
Plaza Costa del Sol is 
due to be complete               
by Christmas   

:: T. B. 
TORREMOLINOS. The first phase 
of the pedestrianisation of the 
centre of Torremolinos reached 
completion last week. The remod-
elling project, which began in 
January, included the installation 

of underground utilities in the 
Plaza Costa del Sol, Avenida de 
Palma Mallorca and Calle de la 
Cruz.  

The second phase will begin in 
May and will include the repaving 
of the area, the renovation of the 
iconic Barrabino house  and the in-
stallation of an elaborate pergola.   

The work is due to be complete 
by Christmas and will result in the 
biggest transformation of Torre-
molinos since the 1960s.

Torremolinos one step 
closer to new boulevard

Participants will cross the 
River Guadiana on the 
journey from Spain to 
Portugal at a speed of 
around 80 kilometres 
per hour  

:: TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. Age Concern Fuen-
girola/Mijas has announced its lat-
est thrill-seeking fundraising event, 
and it is most certainly not for the 
faint-hearted. Following last year’s 
daredevil skydive, which raised 
2,000 euros, the charity has invited 
its members and supporters to ride 
the longest, and only cross-border, 
zip wire in Europe. 

Participants will cross over the 
River Guadiana on the 720-metre 
journey from Spain to Portugal at a 
speed of around 80 kilometres per 
hour. Those brave enough to partici-
pate will literally fly through time, 
landing approximately one hour ear-
lier than take off because of the time 
zone change between both coun-
tries. The charity is looking for vol-
unteers to participate in the event, 
which is planned to take place in 
October. It also needs sponsors and 

is appealing to local businesses and 
individuals to support the fundrais-
ing challenge.  

“Right now we are looking for 
people who want to have a go. How-
ever, it is of the utmost importance 
to confirm that all applicants are 
physically able to participate,” sec-

retary, Steve Marshall, told SUR in 
English. 

Those wishing to take part in the 
event - whether zip wiring or help-
ing out on the day - should contact 
Steve Marshall on 667 83 44 50. In-
formation can also be obtained from 
the charity shop in Los Boliches.

High-flying Age Concern staff  
prepare for daring zip wire event 

:: T. B. 
BENALMÁDENA. As part of an  
employment development plan 
initiated by the Junta de Andalucía, 
five apprentice workers have par-
ticipated in a reforestation scheme 
to create a new hiking trail in 
Benalmádena. 

The six-month scheme involved 
the planting more than 2,500 new 
trees, including wild olive, oak and 
several varieties of pine, as well as 
clearing paths and the installation 
of fencing and picnic zones.  

The trail is in the area of Arroyo 

Jondo, situated just past the motor-
way bridge between Tivoli World 
and Benalmádena Pueblo. 

The new path is part of the town 
hall’s drive to promote 
Benalmádena as a healthy envi-
ronment for adventure tourism. 

Some of the intrepid team members who will take on the zip wire. :: SUR

:: T. BRYANT 

MARBELLA. Age Concern has re-
cently inaugurated a new service in 
Marbella. The latest branch of Age 
Concern España, which incorpo-
rates Estepona/Manilva and Fuen-
girola/Mijas, will provide a range of 
services to help with integration 
into Spanish life and information, 
advice and support for common is-

sues that affect the over-50s in the 
Marbella area. It will also work 
closely with the respective consuls 
of the countries that are represented 
along the coast. 

Coffee mornings are held at the 
Padel Club in San Pedro de Alcán-
tara on the first Thursday of each 
month and anyone is welcome to 
attend.  

The charity is planning a series 
of fundraising events for the com-
ing year in order to help promote 
and fund its services. It will also 
launch a recruitment programme 
for volunteers. The organisation is 
looking for people who can offer a 
few hours of their time to help with 
fundraising, home help and the nu-
merous other services it offers.   

Age Concern Marbella spokesper-
son, Lynda Woodin, said: “The most 
important thing at the moment is 
to attract volunteers to help us of-
fer a sufficient service.”   

Those interested can call the or-
ganisation’s hotline (689 35 51 98).

Volunteers needed for new 
Marbella/San Pedro branch

The first phase included the installation of infrastructure. :: T. B.

Workers on the new path. :: SUR

Reforestation 
scheme creates 
new hiking trail in 
Benalmádena
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The volunteers’ trial has 
been set for 7 May and  
if they are found guilty 
they could be given 
prison sentences of         
up to ten years  

:: MARÍA DOLORES TORTOSA 

SEVILLE. The image of Aylan Kurdi, 
the three-year-old Syrian boy who 
drowned off Bodrum (Turkey) with 
his mother and siblings when they 
were trying to reach Greece, marked 
a turning point in the refugee cri-
sis. The picture of the little boy’s 
body on the beach in September 
2015 spread around the world and 
aroused a wave of compassion for 
the Syrian refugees.  

Numerous NGOs from different 
countries set off to the island of Les-
bos, which had become a focal point  
because of its proximity to the Turk-
ish coast. Among them was a group 
of firefighters from Proem-Aid in An-
dalucía. Now, though, three of these 
volunteers are facing a possible ten-
year jail sentence for attempted peo-
ple trafficking, while they were ac-
tually saving hundreds of refugees 
in the crisis which collapsed Greece 
in 2015 and 2016. The trial has been 
set for 7 May, and they are hoping 
the Andalusian and Spanish authori-
ties will stand up for them.  

One of the team, José Enrique Ro-
dríguez, says that after arriving in 
Lesbos in the first week in January, 
“we were in our wetsuits and in the 
sea within ten minutes”. There was 
no time to lose because thousands 
of people were in the water off the 
Turkish coast. “It really came as a 
shock to us,” he says..  

A week later he and two col-
leagues from Seville, Julio de la Torre 
and Manuel Blanco, were arrested 
by a Greek surveillance patrol. “You 
go there to help, you spend your 
holiday rescuing people and this 

happens,” they said after landing in 
Seville days after being released from 
custody on bail of 15,000 euros. 

Collaboration 
None of their colleagues at Proem-
Aid had any difficulty before or af-
ter that night of 14 January when 
they were detained.  

“There were never any problems. 
We gave the authorities our docu-
mentation, explained that we are 
emergency professionals and we 
were there to help them. Even the 

coastguards themselves had called 
on us for help,” says José Antonio 
Onio Reina, president of Proem-Aid.  

The firefighters prefer not to say 
much before their trial, but the facts 
are known. One night they were 
called by a Danish NGO (Team Hu-
manity) to help with a rescue at sea. 
As their own boat had broken down, 
they went with the Danes. It was 
the first time they had used a launch 
that was not theirs. The distress call 
turned out to be a false alarm and 
when they returned to port they 
were intercepted by Greek coast-
guards, detained and accused of il-
legal people trafficking. Two Dan-
ish volunteers were also arrested.   

At first they were convinced it 
was a mistake and they would soon 
be released. “Two days before, the 
Greek authorities had asked us to 

help them after a boat sank,” says 
Manuel. However, it was no mis-
take. They were even accused of car-
rying a weapon, because they had 
utility knives with them, but that 
charge was later withdrawn.  

Support from institutions 
The firefighters have taken their case 
to the European Parliament and the 
Immigration Commission and hope 
that the EU will take action on their 
behalf and ensure that people carry-
ing out humanitarian work are not 
treated as criminals. They have al-
ready received unanimous support 
from the Andalusian Parliament and 
the Ombudsman, Jesús Maeztu, and 
the president of the regional govern-
ment, Susana Díaz, has promised to 
mediate with the Spanish foreign of-
fice to gain support for their defence.

Firefighters from Seville face jail                  
in Greece for rescuing refugees

The president of Proem-Aid (left) with the three firefighters accused of people trafficking. :: MARÍA AGUILAR

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

CADIZ. More than 200 angry 
people stopped police officers ar-
resting an alleged drug trafficker 
in La Línea de la Concepción on 
Sunday night. The incident oc-
curred about 10.30pm, when the 
police noticed that the rear of a 
car travelling down Calle Canarias, 
in the San Bernardo district, ap-
peared to be very low, as if it were 
carrying something very heavy. 
As the vehicle was one which is 
known to be used by drug traf-
fickers on occasions, the officers 
ordered the driver to stop. He im-
mediately speeded up and a chase 
ensued, during which several 
parked cars were damaged.  

The suspect abandoned the ve-
hicle in Calle Ubrique and fled on 
foot; the three police officers gave 
chase, but when the man entered 
a property the officers were faced 
by a crowd of over 200 people who 
gathered at the scene to stop the 
arrest. The police had to fire shots 
into the air to ensure their safety 
as they withdrew.   

The car was later found to con-
tain 510 kilos of hashish and the 
search for the driver continues. 

More police promised 
La Línea is gaining a reputation 
as a ‘lawless town’ because of the 
amount of drug trafficking from 
Morocco and the impunity with 
which those involved operate. 

Following a recent meeting 
between the president of the 
Junta de Andalucía, Susana Díaz, 
and the minister of the Interior, 
Juan Ignacio Zoido, it has now 
been agreed that more police will 
be assigned to the town and more 
money will be allocated for train-
ing local people to enhance their 
chances of finding work and mak-
ing a living without depending 
on drug trafficking.

Over 200 people 
prevent the arrest 
of a suspected 
drug trafficker in 
La Línea

“You go there to help, you 
spend your holiday 
rescuing people and this 
happens,” they said
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Regional MPs debate a 
symbolic investiture of 
Puigdemont, as Spanish 
detention orders take 
effect on other self-exiled 
separatist politicians  

:: SUR 

BARCELONA. The former presi-
dent of Catalonia was detained by 
police in Germany last weekend. 
Carles Puigdemont had just crossed 
the border from Denmark in a car  
with four others while he was re-
turning from a visit to Finland.   

German police were responding 
to a European arrest warrant issued 
last week by the Spanish Supreme 
Court after Puigdemont was for-
mally charged with rebellion and 
embezzlement over the outlawed 

declaration of Catalan independence 
last autumn. He was travelling back 
to Belgium from Helsinki by car in 
order to avoid detection in airports. 

Secret service pursuit 
Observers expressed surprise that 
police hadn’t picked up Puigdemont 
earlier on the journey, comment-
ing on speculation that secret serv-
ice agents from Spain had been plot-
ting his progress back across north-
ern Europe in a bugged car heading 
to his temporary Brussels home. 

The detention of Puigdemont in 
Germany, where judges must now 
decide whether to extradite him to 
Spain, is widely seen as more favour-
able than if he had been held in 
other countries, including Belgium. 
The Spanish charge of rebellion is 
unusual but Germany has a compa-
rable offence of high treason which 

could be grounds for extradition. 
German judges may take up to 60 
days or longer to decide. 

In response to the detention, the  
separatist-controlled Catalan par-
liament called a debate over Puig-
demont’s “right to lead” the re-
gional government, amid rising po-
litical tension. An election will need 
to be held in less than two months 

if no president is sworn in.   
Meanwhile, the Supreme Court 

in Madrid has identified 25 people 
who allegedly committed independ-
ence offences. Of these, the court 
now wants to hold 13 without bail 
for rebellion. Seven are already in 
jail in Spain but another six, includ-
ing Puigdemont, are elsewhere in 
Europe in self-imposed exile. 

Ex-Catalan president 
held in Germany on 
European arrest warrant 

A prison van in Germany believed to be holding Puigdemont. :: REUTERS

:: SUR 

MADRID. The decision last week 
by the Supreme Court to formally 
charge several Catalan separatist poli-
ticians over their part in the process 
leading to the illegal declaration of 
independence last autumn, has led 
to new European arrest warrants be-
ing issued on charges including re-
bellion and embezzlement. 

Up to now the court was only in-

vestigating alleged crimes, but the 
decision to charge means it feels 
more comfortable issuing arrest 
warrants outside Spain as the evi-
dence available for foreign police 
is better prepared. 

Seven of the 13 accused of the 
most-serious offence of rebellion 
are already in jail and denied bail. 
These include former speaker of the 
regional parliament, Carme Foracell, 

leader of the republican ERC party, 
Oriol Junqueras, former regional 
ministers and leaders of secession-
ist campaign groups. Some have 
been held since last year and others 
attended court last week when 
charges were brought. 

Several separatist politicians had 
decided to flee abroad during the in-
vestigations, including Puigdemont 
himself and former ministers who 

went to Belgium. One, Marta Ro-
vira of ERC, was added to the list 
last weekend when she left Barce-
lona for Switzerland. 

Now the European detention or-
ders have been issued, the rules and 
approach of the courts to extradition 
requests in each of the different coun-
tries where separatist politicians are 
staying are under scrutiny, as well as 
their relationship with Spain. In most 
places the equivalent offence of re-
bellion doesn’t exist.  

On Wednesday, former regional 
education minister, Carla Ponsati, 
who was back at a previous teaching 
job in Scotland, handed herself in to 
police in Edinburgh and now awaits 
the Scottish extradition decision.

Where are they all? The self-exiled 
separatist politicians around Europe 

SCOTLAND: Carla Ponsati   
Ex-Catalan minister of Education 

All eyes in the Catalan independ-
ence movement were on Scotland 
on Wednesday. Carla Ponsati, pic-
tured outside a police station in 
Edinburgh, fled Spain last autumn. 
After a spell in Belgium with Puig-
demont, she gave up her MP’s seat 
and returned to a teaching post she 
had held at St Andrew’s University 
prior to being the Catalan regional 
education minister. Wanted in 
Spain for rebellion, she handed 
herself in on Wednesday only to be 
freed later by a judge while the ex-
tradition is considered. 

OUT OF THE COUNTRY

GERMANY: Carles Puigdemont   
Former president of Catalonia 

Puigdemont, 
who was travel-
ing back overland 
from Finland to 
his rented home 
in the Brussels 
suburb of Water-
loo before he was 

detained in northern Germany, is 
wanted for rebellion in Spain.  He 
fled with some of his ex-regional 
ministers in October last year, say-
ing he was “raising international 
awareness” of the Catalan inde-
pendence movement. He also re-
cently visited Switzerland.  

SWITZERLAND:  Marta Rovira   
General secretary, ERC party 

Number two of 
the republican 
ERC party, Rovira 
fled to Switzer-
land last week 
when the Su-
preme Court 
asked her to at-

tend court. Wanted for rebellion. 

BELGIUM:  Toni Comín   
Ex-Catalan minister for Health 

One of the orgi-
nal ex-ministers 
to travel to Bel-
gium last 
autumn with 
Carles Puigde-
mont, Comín is 
still an ERC re-

gional MP. Wanted for rebellion.

BELGIUM:  Meritxell Serret   
Ex-Catalan minister for Agriculture  

Serret, of the 
Junts per Cata-
lunya separatist 
political group 
(JxC), like Comín 
left Spain last 
autumn and has 
given up her MP 

seat. Wanted for rebellion.

BELGIUM: Lluís Puig   
Ex-Catalan minister for Culture 

Puig of JxC has 
also given up as 
an MP. Belgian 
prosecutors have 
not held the 
three in Belgium 
saying there is 
“no risk they will 

escape”.   Wanted for rebellion.

SWITZERLAND: Anna Gabriel   
Ex-regional MP for radical CUP  

Moved to Swit-
zerland last 
month where she 
recently met 
with Carles Puig-
demont. She is 
currently only ac-
cused of “disobe-

dience” and not subject to arrest.  
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:: I. LILLO / EFE 

MALAGA. British inspectors 
who are working on plans for the 
new High Speed 2 rail service 
have been in Spain to view the 
high speed AVE route that con-
nects Madrid to Malaga, as well 
as discuss joint business ventures 
with industry leaders. 

At the end of February, the 
Spanish minister for Public 
Works, Íñigo de la Serna, visited 
London in order to discuss these 
joint projects, and possible Span-
ish involvement in the HS2 pro-
ject, which currently has a budget 
of £55.7 bn and aims to link Lon-
don, Birmingham, the East Mid-
lands, Leeds and Manchester by 
2032.  

The CEO of HS2, Mark 
Thurston, returned the visit last 
week to view the AVE infrastruc-
ture first hand, sources told the 
agency Efe.  

In Malaga Thurston visited the 
María Zambrano AVE station and 
the train maintenance depot at 
Los Prados. He then experienced 
the AVE service as a passenger, 
taking a train to Madrid with rep-
resentatives of Renfe, the Span-
ish rail operator. 

Once in the capital, Thurston 
visited the Puerta de Atocha sta-
tion, the tunnel that has been 
designed to connect Atocha and 
Chamartín stations in Madrid 
and Cedex, which carries out re-
search on planned public works. 

While in Madrid the HS2 chief 
met with De la Serna, and other 
department representatives. 

Spain has the most extensive 
high speed rail network in 
Europe, one of the best in the 
world, and is keen to export its 
technology. The high speed train 
to Mecca in Saudi Arabia is the 
Spanish industry’s  main project 
overseas. The first stage of HS2 
will connect London and Bir-
mingham, and will then branch 
out as part of the “Northern Pow-
erhouse” programme.

UK looks at 
Malaga to Madrid 
high speed rail 
service as 
inspiration for HS2

Mark Thurston. :: SUR

A recent survey revealed 
that UK nationals living  
in the EU27 are not 
confident that the deal    
on citizens’ rights will        
be honoured  

:: JENNIE RHODES 

MALAGA. The UK has started its 
one-year countdown to Brexit Day, 
29 March 2019. However, with just 
12 months to go, British citizens liv-
ing in other EU countries are still “not 
reassured” by the announcement 
made on 8 December 2017 by the UK 
government and European Union ne-
gotiators that they had reached an 
agreement on citizens’ rights after 
Brexit, according to report published 
by the Brexit Brits Abroad research 
team.  

Following the announcement the 
team asked Brits living abroad 
whether they felt reassured by the 
agreements made. “We asked those 
participating in our research to reg-
ister their thoughts on this progress, 
asking them to rate the extent to 
which they felt that this agreement 
left them reassured,” explained Pro-
fessor Karen O’Reilly, project leader 
responsible for carrying out research 
in Spain. 

Those responding to the survey 
predominantly said that they did not 
feel reassured by the current agree-
ment on citizens’ rights and that they 
felt a general lack of confidence that 
the UK would act in the interests of 
its overseas citizens and that the 
agreement would not be honoured.  

The research was picked up by the 

Daily Telegraph, which published an  
article on the findings, with the head-
line, “Cheddar cheese will have more 
rights than us.”  

Leave campaign controversy 
As the clock starts ticking, the UK 
government is dealing with reve-
lations that during the referendum 
campaign, money was channelled 
from the official leave campaign, 
Vote Leave, via BeLeave, another 
pro-Brexit campaign, to the Cam-
bridge Analytica company, which 
is at the centre of the Facebook data 

harvesting scandal. Whistleblower, 
Christopher Wylie, a former Cam-
bridge Analytica employee, told a 
House of Commons emergency de-
bate on Tuesday, “I think it is com-
pletely reasonable to say there could 
have been a different outcome of 
the referendum had there not been, 
in my view, cheating.”  

Furthermore, Best for Britain, an 
anti-Brexit campaign backed by for-
mer UK Prime Minister, Tony Blair, 
launched a media campaign this 
week calling for a new vote on 
Brexit.

An anti-Brexit demonstrator in London on Wednesday. :: AFP

Brits abroad still “not reassured” 
as Brexit countdown begins

Saudia Airlines        
to link Malaga 
with Riyadh and 
Jeddah from         
June this year

:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. Saudi Arabia’s na-
tional airline, Saudia Airlines, is 
due to launch new connections 
between Malaga and the Saudi 
capital, Riyadh, and with the 
tourist city of Jeddah.  

The routes will start operat-
ing on 9 and 11 June respectively. 
The president of the Association 
of Andalusian Travel Agencies, 
Sergio García, confirmed the 
new connections, which will 
further strengthen local ties 
with the Gulf. 

There is also a service begin-
ning from 4 June which will link 
Malaga to Doha directly, with 
four flights per week. 

García has confirmed that 
there will be two flights a week 
to both Riyadh and Jeddah. Both 
will also include an hour layover 
in Casablanca, Morocco.  

The flight to Jeddah will op-
erate on Mondays and Thursdays 
until 10 September, while Ri-
yadh will also see two weekly 
flights on Wednesdays and Sat-
urdays, until 8 September. 

These new routes will be navi-
gated by the most modern of air-
craft, the Boeing 787-900 Dream-
liner, which has the capacity for 
almost 300 passengers.  

Saudia Airlines already offers 
flights to over 80 destinations 
worldwide.  

Founded in 1945, the com-
pany now has 143 aircraft, many 
of which include the most ad-
vanced technology.
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NEWS20

L
et’s start with the good 
news, or what appears to 
be good news. This week 
saw Mariano Rajoy’s 

conservative government finally 
unroll some legislation, in yet an-
other attempt to get the delayed 
2017 budget passed before the 
summer. A draft of the document 
has already been approved in 
cabinet and includes an increase 
of around 2% to minimum state 
pensions - quite a hike, when you 
consider that the Popular Party 
(PP) was initially only suggesting 
the standard annual raise of 
0.25%. The proposed 2018 
budget, which has already se-
cured the backing of Ciudadanos, 
also raises the income tax thresh-
old from €12,000 to €14,000 and 
lowers tax for those earning less 
than €18,000. 

You might be wondering 
where the extra money is coming 
from. After all, Rajoy’s case 
against substantial pension hikes 
- to which he was apparently 
committed just a couple of weeks 
ago - was that the Spanish work-
force was not paying enough 
money into the social security 
system to pay for them; not even 
enough, he claimed, to fund in-
creases that were at least pegged 
to inflation.  

Well, no matter, because the 
Spanish government has simply 
increased its 2018 growth predic-
tion for the country’s economy!  
As if to assure everyone that 
there would be extra cash coming 
in, Rajoy announced on Tuesday - 
the day after details of the draft 
budget emerged - that Spain’s 
GDP will expand by 2.7% this 
year, rather than the previously-

forecast 2.3%. This upwards revi-
sion seemed to confirm the posi-
tivity shown last week by ratings 
agency Standard and Poor’s, 
which has raised Spain’s status 
from BBB+ to A-.  

Now for the bad news. At pre-
sent, Rajoy only commands a mi-
nority government in congress. 
In order to pass his proposed 
2018 spending plan, therefore, 
he depends on the support of 
other parties. Securing the back-
ing of centre-right Ciudadanos 
was relatively straightforward, 
but for the budget to go through, 
Rajoy needs the votes of the 
Basque Nationalist Party (PNV), 
which so far has withheld its 
support. 

Rajoy’s pension increases and 
tax cuts are a last-ditch effort to 
secure the PNV’s votes (you 
won’t think me unduly cynical, 
I hope, in saying that they 
weren’t a response to nation-
wide protests against low pen-
sions a few weeks ago). But the 
PNV has already set its sole con-
dition for approving the 2018 
budget: namely, that Rajoy re-
linquish direct control of Catalo-
nia, which he imposed at the 
height of the independence cri-
sis last October, and hand it back 
to the Catalans.  

Not going to happen: former 
Catalan president Carles Puigde-
mont sits in a German prison 
cell, awaiting extradition to 
Spain on a charge of rebellion, 
and Catalonia has no regional 
government with which it could 
replace Madrid’s imposed rule. 
Unless the PNV dilute their po-
sition, Rajoy’s 2018 budget will 
never see the light of day.  

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

ON ONE                                       

CONDITION

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

The Northern Ireland-based 
software company, Neueda,  
now has 15 employees in its 
new Malaga office and hopes 
to double that number in the 
next nine months. It opened 
its Costa base last October in 
premises on the Parque Tec-
nológico de Andalucía (PTA) 
business park. The President 
of the PTA, on a visit to 
Neueda this week, said that 
over 60 foreign companies 
now operate at the PTA park. 

NORTHERN 

IRELAND TECH 

FIRM  KEEPS UP 

COSTA  GROWTH 

:: SUR

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA.  The Vera construction 
group, which fell victim to the 
property crisis after over 70 years 
of trading, will soon see its assets 
put up for sale in order to pay off 
its creditors. 

In total, liquidators have added 
up the total value of assets of the 
Malaga-based company as 314 mil-
lion euros, against debts of 227 mil-
lion. However the asset value is only 

an estimate. 
Subsidiary Draba SL, that covers 

non-construction activity is the first 
to have its assets liquidated, with 
important investments such as the 
Baviera Golf development and pub-
lic parking in Vélez-Málaga and an 
office building in Malaga coming on 
the market. The construction arm 
will also be liquidated, including 
joint investments and land await-
ing development.    

Failed construction group Vera 
gets ready to have assets sold 

One of the prize assets - Baviera Golf, in Vélez-Málaga. :: SUR

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. Unicaja Banco has 
announced a record annual divi-
dend payout. The Malaga-based 
banking group says it plans to 
give out 2.149 euro cents to 
shareholders for every share in 
the company held, a 17% in-
crease on last year. The money 
will be paid on 10 May.  The to-
tal dividend to be shared is 34.6 
million euros and represents a 
quarter of the 2017 net profit.  

Announcing its results on 
Tuesday,  the company said that 
its 138.4-milion-euro profit in 
2017 was the result of “strength-
ening liquidity levels and the 
quality of capital”.  

This figure was up 2.5% on 
2016 and the company hopes to 
give back to shareholders as 
much as 40% of annual profit 
by 2020.  

Unicaja Banco launched on 
the stock market last year and 
its shares rose 1.52% on the day 
after the profit announcement.  

Unicaja to pay out 
record 34.6m-euro 
dividend in May 
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NEWS22 GIBRALTAR

The new bill includes 
underwater sites for the 
first time, protects 
buildings and restricts 
the removal of antiquities 
and use of equipment 

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The Gibraltar govern-
ment has recently published a new 
Heritage and Antiquities Bill, which 
primarily aims to protect the Rock’s 
land and marine heritage. It covers a 
total of 235 sites, which is approxi-
mately 80 more than the existing 
Act, and for the first time ever 12 un-
derwater sites are included. The new 
Bill will be read in Parliament after 
the statutory six-week period.  

One of the major steps proposed 
in the bill is the creation of the Heri-
tage and Antiquities Advisory Coun-
cil, which will advise the minister on 
all such matters. The council will be 
required to produce an annual report, 
which will be laid before Parliament.  

Under the section regarding pro-
tection of monuments and buildings, 
the bill stipulates that a list should  
be drawn up of all those which will 
benefit from protection against dam-
age or modification through works. 
Any sort of damage, ranging from 
demolition to depositing rubbish, 
will be treated as an offence, although 
authorised works will be permitted.  

The bill provides for certain areas 
to be listed as scheduled historical 
conservation areas, although none 
have been included for the time be-

ing.  This will be one of the first as-
pects for the new Heritage and An-
tiquities Council to consider.  

Under the bill, the Gibraltar Mu-
seum will be renamed the Gibraltar 
National Museum and a curator will 
be appointed. The bill also establishes 
the Gibraltar National Archives, pro-
vides for the appointment of an ar-
chivist and makes it a duty of every 
public officer or employee who holds 
public records to select records for 
preservation and their eventual trans-
fer to the archive.  

This new bill replaces the Gibral-
tar Heritage Trust Act of 1989, but the 

existing  Gibraltar Heritage Trust will 
continue unchanged.  

Other provisions restrict the re-
moval of  antiquities or objects of in-
terest from Gibraltar and also restrict  
the use of equipment.   

The Minister for Heritage, John 
Cortes, says the Bill “sets out a new  
and better  way of dealing with 
heritage, and reflects Gibraltar’s 
interest in the subject, and its sense 
of responsibility. It sets out a ro-
bust framework for consultation 
and further progress in protection 
of our heritage assets on land and 
under the sea.”

Gibraltar publishes new 
Heritage and Antiquities Bill

IN BRIEF

Over £2,000 raised by 
charity bike rally 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. B. More than 70 people took 
part in a fundraising bike rally in 
Main Street last Saturday. The 
rally was led by Spain’s current 
hand bike champion, Alejandro 
Navarro, a former policeman and 
lover of extreme sports who was 
left wheelchair-bound and tetra-

plegic after an accident in 2015, 
when he was just 36 years old. 
Alejandro recently received a spe-
cial award from Estepona coun-
cil for all his hard work and dedi-
cation to the community.  

The 1.5-km rally, in which sev-
eral Gibraltar police officers took 
part, was in aid of Cancer Relief 
Gibraltar and Asociación Alejan-
dro Navarro, and it raised over 
£2,000. The money will be split 
between the two associations.

GSLA swimming pool to 
open seven days a week 

GIBRALTAR 
::  D.B. The Gibraltar Sports and 
Leisure Authority swimming pool 
complex will open every day of 
the week from Tuesday 3 April. 
The facility is now also an Accred-
ited Training Centre (ATC) as ap-
proved by the Royal Life-Saving 
Society (RLSS). Further informa-
tion about the complex and its 
opening hours can be obtained 
from the website www.gsla.gi or 
from the GSLA on Twitter or 
Facebook . 

University grant funds 
local archaeologist 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. B. The University of Gibral-
tar is hosting a 120,000-euro re-
search grant from the Gerda Hen-
kel Foundation, which will sup-
port the research of Dr Kevin 
Lane, a Gibraltarian archaeologist 
and academic who is currently 
undertaking field research in Ar-
gentina and Peru. The funds will 
be used for his new project, ‘An 
Archaeology of Mobility’, which 
aims to track human and animal 
mobility in the Andes. 

Alejandro Navarro led the rally. :: ROSIE THORN PHOTOGRAPHY

John Cortes (left) and Clive Finlayson of the Gibraltar Museum. :: SUR
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I
n nineteen ninety-two or 
three , in a small room in an 
anonymous house on the 
outskirts of Liverpool, I be-

gan writing a song. At the time, 
I’d been listening to a lot of Buddy 
Holly and had been struck by how 
direct his material was. Very short 
and very direct. There were no 
pretentious, meandering intro-
ductions - these bad boys got 
straight to the point both lyrically 
and musically within seconds and 
then finished two and a half min-
utes later, leaving the listener feel-
ing a lot better than he had only 
a short while previously. 

There I was then, stabbing 
away at the guitar in a vaguely 
Hollyesque fashion, bluffing a 
few chords and warbling away in-
coherently. Lo and behold, in a 
relatively short time, a half de-
cent tune and lyric descended 
from the ether which, after a bit 

of tweaking, morphed into a 
catchy little refrain I was more 
than pleased with. Despite being 
delighted with the song I knew 
it definitely needed a second part  
- it was far too repetitive as it was. 
Not to worry, I thought, I’ll fin-
ish it off tomorrow and then al-
most certainly popped to the pub 
to celebrate prematurely. 

Twenty-two years later, in a 
small room on the outskirts of 
Malaga, I finally polished that 
song off. Twenty-two years! I’d 
tried everything but couldn’t get 
the second part right. It was ei-
ther too simple or too complicated 
or, more often than not, simply 
too rubbish. It became a sort of 
ritual of suffering I’d adhere to 
most days of my adult life. What-
ever else I was working on, I’d al-
ways find time to return to that 
cursed tune and astonish myself 
with my sheer incompetence. 

 When I did finally nail it, I felt 
a strange mixture relief, disbelief 
and elation. Twenty-two years! A 
man could have done something 
genuinely useful like having a 
child grow up and graduate from 
university in that time. 

Anyway, a few weeks ago, the 
Spanish singer Javier Ojeda called 
me to ask if he could record a 
cover version of the song which 
he’s now finished; it’ll be released 
as a single in April or May. With 
any luck you might hear it on the 
radio - it’s called En La Soledad 
(the original title is The Lonely 
Side and can be streamed for free 
on t’ net).  

If you do hear it and you don’t 
like it, have a heart and please 
don’t let me know. Even better, 
just lie and say you love it. That 
way I might feel a little bit bet-
ter about the twenty-two year 
thing.

The illogical song
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

T
his week the largest cruise 
ship in the world was un-
veiled in Malaga. It can 
hold more than 6,300 peo-

ple and that night it set sail for Bar-
celona, where these days it’s best 
to arrive by sea. They’ve been block-
ing some roads into the city in pro-
test at the arrest of Puigdemont at 
a German service station. Perhaps 
Malaga’s Semana Santa would gain 
ultimate recognition if the El Rico 
brotherhood chose the former Cata-
lan president as its prisoner to free 
in Holy Week. They couldn’t do that 
though as it would spark a serious 
diplomatic incident, and El Rico had 
announced it would release a drug 
dealer. You don’t mess with drug 
dealing, and we might soon have 
to stop making up stories about Pa-
blo Escobar and use his surname for 

ourselves. Many drug dealers can 
free themselves, especially in La 
Línea, where there are a lot of lines. 
On Palm Sunday the police thought 
they had taken in a dealer but two 
hundred people prevented his ar-
rest in the streets of La Línea. The 
mayor of Estepona blames drug traf-
ficking in the Gibraltar area for the 

increase in crime in and around his 
municipality. Drug dealing could 
be behind the kidnapping of a 
goatherd who was beaten to death. 
However the young man who died 
last weekend after being punched, 
and all those fights filmed on video 
in recent months, are a warning of 
the violent behaviour of many 

young people. On Saturday night 
José Manuel was at a party and went 
outside to smoke and saw some girls 
fighting. A friend of theirs asked 
him what he was looking at and 
thumped him twice. End of story 
and the start of a passion for the 
worst moment, the end. Idiots with 
infinite power. The ability to throw 
a punch ready to be exercised after 
three drinks and two lines. We are 
at the mercy of small low-lifes and 
others who are somewhat less small. 

The Passion is not always final 
and sometimes ends well. It’s un-
derstandable that the secessionists 
suffer with the arrest of Puigde-
mont at a petrol station with a duck 
on the roof. And to add insult to in-
jury Francesc Peralta, a Barça fan 
who had been in a coma for seven-
teen days, woke up when he heard 

the anthem... of Sevilla! Francesc’s 
father’s name is Sisco, which 
rhymes with Isco, who is from 
Malaga and plays for Madrid, al-
though it looks like he supports 
Barça. His dog is called Messi and 
when the pet dies, in many years’ 
time we hope, I imagine that he’ll 
give the next one a quite different 
name, a less compromising name. 
This week we learned of another 
man who was resuscitated before 
his time, the Marquis of Salamanca, 
from Malaga. He stood up at his own 
wake. What we don’t know is 
whether the shock gave any of the 
mourners a heart attack. We all de-
serve a second chance and after 
death we ought to be able to choose 
to return to life on earth. Then have 
a couple of Easter cakes and decide 
on one of the two worlds.

The Passion and           
two worlds

PABLO ARANDA

SANSÓN

Why can’t we board 
in Malaga? 

Help please. Firstly I congratu-
late those responsible for the ex-
cellent article on Page 14, SUR 
in English March 23rd to 29th, 
and many others recently relat-
ing to  the visit of the new Royal 
Caribbean cruise liner Symphony 
of the Seas.  My wife and I will 
certainly take a trip to the port 
to see this magnificent vessel. 

We have a query which per-
haps Pilar Martínez may be able 
to help us understand. 

My wife and I take many 
cruises each year.  We 
live in Malaga.  We 
are elderly, but once 
on board have no 
problems. 

However, to be 
able to embark and disembark 
on the Royal Caribbean Cruise 
Line and Norwegian Cruise Line 
ships we are forced to fly to Bar-
celona. Apart from the flight 
costs, often with an overnight 
stay in a Barcelona hotel, to en-
sure getting to the ship on time 
for departure, we find it frustrat-
ing when we read on one of the 
back pages of SUR in English that 
the ship we wish to board is in 
Malaga port, 30 minutes from 
home, but we are unable to em-
bark/disembark.   

Apparently the ships just call 
in to Malaga to allow passengers 
already on board to visit for the 
day. 

Anything which may help us 

understand the position would 
be interesting. 
  
COLIN SHEPPARD 

MALAGA 

Mobile phones 
(cloaking devices) 

Drivers may have noticed that 
pedestrians leap out in front of 
you, whilst using their trusty 
mobiles as some sort of  defence 
and not having even seen your 
car coming, are not alarmed when 
we have to make an emergency 
stop in order to avoid hitting 
them. The worst offenders are in 
the town, since there are plenty 
of zebra crossings for them to 
practise their art and anywhere 
near the crossing will do! 

Hybrid cars are great for driv-
ers, but I reckon that in electric 
(silent) mode these will be a real 
hazard to the ‘mobiles’ who may 
only rely on their hearing to iden-
tify a road user. 

We no longer have to remem-
ber anything anymore because 
with our trusty Smartphone, just 
click on google and voila, there 
it is! Ah, we knew that was what 
we had forgotten. 

Now where on earth did I put 
my mobile phone? I know I will 
ring my mobile from my fibre 
optic land line and hope I did not 
leave it in silent mode. Telefónica 
is useful after all eh! 

 
BRIAN JOHNSTON 

BENALMÁDENA
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:: ANTONIO CORBILLÓN 

W
hen María Josep Es-
tanyol retires, there 
will be nobody to re-
place her. Now aged 

67 she is past the official retirement 
age, but continues to teach the only 
master classes in Phoenician which 
exist in Spain (in the Semitic Phi-
lology department of Barcelona uni-
versity). She does so out of a pure 
passion for this language, which 
even she admits is “useless and 
doesn’t interest anybody because it 
has been dead for years”.  

Dead, really? We call cities Cadiz, 
Cartagena, Malaga or Ibiza, for ex-
ample, because it was the Phoeni-
cians who founded them and gave 
them their names: Gadir, Quiriatha-
dash, Malaka and Ebushim, respec-
tively. This lecturer, who is also an 
expert in Hebrew and Aramaic, says 
we speak Modern Latin because “the 

Romans won the Punic wars” in the 
3rd and 2nd centuries BC. If the Car-
thaginians had won those successive 
battles for commercial control of the 
‘mare nostrum’, we would all be 
speaking their language today.  

The language, which its inventors 
called Canaanite, was entirely con-
sonantal. It consisted of 22 conso-
nants (the vowels were pronounced 
but not written), and “was later cop-
ied by the Greeks”.  

María Josep Estanyol has also pro-
duced the only known Phoenician 
dictionary in the world, although 
she has received little recognition 
for it. She began while she was study-
ing at university but it ended up be-
coming her thesis and was published 
in 1980. She remembers that with a 
mixture of affection and horror. She 
toured Phoenician sites (especially 
the archives in Rome and Paris) to 
see all the spellings that were known.  

“We didn’t have the Internet 
then,” she says. “I went there with 
my typewriter and my files. The CSIC 
(Senior Board of Scientific Research) 
published it for me. Nobody has done 
anything else like it, and I can’t say 
I’m surprised.”  

María Josep doesn’t know how 
many words her dictionary contains, 
but says it is very thick. It is now sold 
by Amazon as a rare book, and she be-
lieves it costs over 300 euros. Half-
jokingly, she says it is a shame that 
only a couple of copies are left, but 
her work was so complete that not 
only has a new edition never been 
needed, but even today only “about 
20 new words” would need to be 
added to bring it up to date.  

Few examples left 
Her decision was ambitious in the 
extreme, because there was hardly 
any trace left of literature. “Anything 

there may have been was probably 
destroyed in the fire in the library 
at Alexandria,” says María Josep. So 
apart from the references in Greek 
and classical literature, her research 
had to be based out on stelae (in-
scribed stones) and funerary inscrip-
tions. They dated back at least 1,000 
years before Christianity and were 
in the so-called Proto-Sinaitic script, 
which was probably used in the min-
ing settlements of Sinai.  

The Iberian peninsula played an 
outstanding, although somewhat 
“illiterate” role in the Phoenicians’ 
expansion, because here they left 
fewer written traces than in Car-
thage, Sardinia or Sicily. Despite 
this, “one of the most recent discov-
eries was made by a student of mine 
in Ibiza, which made me very 
happy”, she says. 

 The language classes which María 
Josep teaches these days are attended 

by just three students. It is an op-
tional subject and only lasts for three 
months. “It is not enough to become 
expert,” she admits. It has gradually 
disappeared from study programmes. 
There are departments of Semitic 
Literature in Salamanca, Madrid, 
Granada and Barcelona, but classes 
are taught only in the latter, and by 
María Josep Estanyol. There were 
better times in the past, when it was 
included in Archaeology programmes 
and was a complete course.  

She has taught no more than 20 
students in the past ten years, but 
the worst part is that there has been 
no response to requests for one of 
them to take over from her.  

The situation is not much bet-
ter elsewhere in Europe. The only 
other schools teaching this culture 
are in France and Italy and even 
there the numbers have gradually 
reduced. Now there are only about 
seven specialists, in addition to 
María Josep, the ‘last Mohican’ of 
Canaanite in Spain.  

Maria Josep’s classes are ‘sui gene-
ris’. The work is like solving hiero-
glyphics, writing with no spaces be-
tween words. “It’s the closest thing 
to a riddle with symbols,” she says. 
“And when my students unravel it, 
they get excited.” In many cases, a 
funerary text would include threats 
and curses against anybody who pro-
faned the burial.  

These classes are held at night, and 
taught by the greatest expert in 
Europe, aspects that ought to add a 
little more mystery and interest to 
the subject. Keeping their language 
in the educational “market” is one 
last challenge for the Phoenicians, 
known for their clever trading.

The last Carthaginian
María Josep Estanyol teaches the last Phoenician classes in Spain. “We 
would all be speaking it today if they had won the Punic wars,” she says

The first alphabet. The ear-
liest remains of Phoenician 
writing, found in the Sinai 
Peninsula, date back to the 
10th century BC. This was 
the first alphabet that was 
copied by the Greeks. 

20 
consonants made up the 
Phoenician alphabet. The 
vowels were pronounced 
but not written. The inscrip-
tions on stones were wri-
tten with no spaces bet-
ween words or punctuation.

THE OLD LANGUAGE

Maria Josep Estanyol, with a Phoenician text on the blackboard during a class. :: MARTÍN BENET
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:: GEORGINA OLIVER 

MALAGA. “I’ve worked for - and 
been sacked from - most of the main 
British newspapers,” jokes Andrew 
Birch, indulging in a typically Brit 
self-putdown, which drew me in-
stantly to this dapper sharp-witted 
cartoonist, who frequents 
Malaga’s arty-party circuit. 

An art aficionado, with an 
eye for contemporary 
painting, Birch also has a 
finger on the pulse of con-
ceptual events. 

“Who’s that guy?” I 
wondered, observing the 
to and fro of attendees stroll-
ing in and out of an opening at the 
Ignacio del Río art space in the hip 
and happening Soho area, within 
steps of the CAC (contemporary art 
centre).  

Artist Ernst Kraft, who was show-
ing powerful semi-abstract Black 
Landscapes, put me in the picture: 
“He’s a compatriot of yours; he draws 
and writes… muy simpático.” 

I did not meet the popular Brit-
isher, whose sartorial flair - mixing a 

moss green country gent’s jacket with 
a loud shirt - had piqued my curios-
ity, until a couple of weeks later at 
the show’s closing party. Why? Be-
cause by the time another Del Río 
artist - Charo Carrera - had finished 
capturing the happy-go-lucky atmos-
phere of the evening on camera, the 
mystery culture-vulture had van-
ished into thin air.  

Ignacio del Río’s previews invaria-
bly spill out onto the street and into 
the bar next door, Las Niñas del Soho, 
so it was amid the hubble-bubble char-
acteristic of crowded artistic gather-
ings that I discovered that “Mr X” was 
a cartoonist, with an intriguing ca-
reer path.  

A graduate of London University, 
he studied Microbiology, which must 
have come in handy for his first steady 
job: keeping an eye on the news for 
Nature, the scientific journal. 

In one of his cult Private Eye strips, 
Andrew Birch put the eccentric ways 
of the YBAs (Young British Artists), 
who rocked the art world during the 
Cool Britannia era, under the micro-
scope. Hence, perhaps, his lack of sur-
prise, when I suggest an analogy be-
tween cartoon characters and 
amoeba… “Maybe, mine are all 
germs,” he quips back. 

The din covers our voices. Exchang-
ing witticisms is more trouble than 
it’s worth. However a thought bub-
ble above my head would say some-
thing along the lines of “Agh, more 
like newts and adders, à la Mac-
beth…!”. Ominous visions of mon-
strous figures simmering in a caul-
dron of ideas spring to mind: Does he 
see everybody he sets eyes on as a liv-
ing, breathing cartoon character?  

“Virtual, virtual, toil and travel” 
was the gist of our barely audible bar-
stool conversation, during which this 
affable expat explained that he would 
not be celebrating his 25th spring on 
Spanish soil, without “the computer 
revolution”. 

Before moving to Malaga two dec-
ades ago, Birch - the quintessential 
“Englishman in Andalucía” - and his 
partner - an Argentinian poet and 
painter he met in London “in the mid-
dle of the Falklands War” - lived in 
Barcelona’s gothic quarter for several 
years. 

“At first, it was theoretically pos-
sible to send cartoons by email, but 
it was incredibly complicated. One 
editor refused to accept faxes. I had 
to post my weekly comic strip by ‘snail 
mail’ and once it didn’t arrive on time, 
so - as I hadn’t provided an emergency 

replacement - I got sacked, by fax.” 
“At one point, I thought I’d end up 

drawing caricatures of passers-by on 
the Ramblas. Then technology devel-
oped rapidly… I got my first computer 
- an alien’s head iMac -and started to 
email my work. Now, that’s what eve-
ryone does. You can send stuff from 
all over the globe. But it felt like a 
miracle.” 

Malaga was “scruffy and down at 
heel” when that creative pair decided 
to relocate to the Costa del Sol. A far 
cry from the trendy museumgoer’s 
paradise it has become, “It was just 
the airport you flew into, before go-
ing to Granada or Marbella. Yet it was 
so friendly! We rented an amazing 
top floor ático with panoramic views 
for the same price as a poky run-of-
the-mill flat in Barcelona, and after 
a year or so - seeing the great num-
ber of old town houses going cheap, 
in the historic centre - we bought one 
of our own, and that’s where we still 
live, twenty years later.”    

Braving the decibels, I pop a few 
questions. The name “Wintour” crops 

Brit wit

Cartoonist 
Andrew Birch 
celebrates 25 
years in Spain

 Early 50s.   Andrew Birch is born 
in Burton-on-Trent. 

 Late 60s.   Studies Microbiology 
in Swinging London. 

 Early 70s.   The London Univer-
sity grad’s “D. H. Lawrence pe-
riod”. Birch experiments with 
writing in the depths of   
Derbyshire. 

 Mid 80s.   Returns to London, 
where he breaks into cartooning. 

 Early 90s, ‘noughties’ and be-
yond.   Heads where the sun keeps 
shining. Moves to Barcelona, be-
fore opting for Malaga. Andrew 
and his partner acquire an old 
town house in the historic centre, 
“where we still live twenty years 
later”. An art aficionado, Andrew 
Birch is a popular figure in his city 
of adoption. On the jury of a car-
toon competition for young 
comic artists on several occasions, 
he also ran a cartoon workshop 
hosted by the CAC contemporary 
art centre. Brighton is his present 
port of call when in the UK. 

 Best known for…   The Rebel, a 
sitcom he wrote, based on his cult 
eponymous strip featured in The 
Oldie as well as in the magazine’s 
yearly calendar. 

BIRCH IN SIX DECADES

Andrew Birch.  :: SUR

The cartoon  
created by Birch to  

celebrate his 25 
years in Spain.
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up. First, the father, Charles: the leg-
endary Evening Standard editor – 
“rather intimidating, a bit frosty, like 
his name…” - gave young Andrew 
his big break. “I showed him my 
drawings. He said: ‘Send me some-
thing… If it’s any good, I’ll pay you 
£50. If it isn’t, I’ll pay you nothing.’ 
I sent him a cartoon and it appeared.” 
Next, the daughter: Vogue’s iconic 
maker or breaker, famous for her 
“Anna Wintour bob” and goggle-like 
sunglasses. 

I emit the theory that “to become 
famous, you have to be recognisable, 
like a caricature”, to which Birch an-
swers: “Fashion is interesting…”, 
which I take to mean: “I feel a car-
toon coming on…” 

This is when the possibility of 
“doing a profile” starts to ferment. 
“Could be fun; let’s email…” 

To wit, we agree to e-ping-pong 
and fill in any gaps via Facebook 
Messenger.  

 Like everyone else now, I Goo-
gle my future interviewee, and - LOL 
and behold…!  - Andrew has a user-
friendly website: Birch Cartoons. 

His virtual portfolio is as more-
ish as chips. Dipping into one car-
toon after another is a hair-raising 
visual thrill that reminds me of 
flicking through my brother’s is-
sues of The Beano, when he wasn’t 
looking. 

A rebel with a pen and pencil since 
boyhood, Andrew Birch was “born 
and bred in the small town of Bur-

ton in Staffordshire”, where he was 
“only allowed to read Eagle”, but 
read The Beano anyway. Today, he 
continues to zigzag back and forth 
from cartooning to writing, and from 
Malaga to Brighton, his present port 
of call when in the UK: “My parents 
moved there, when I was in my early 
twenties, and I immediately fell in 
love with the place.” 

After “reading Microbiology”, 
Birch experimented with words, 
sharing a gamekeeper’s cottage with 
friends “in the Derbyshire country-
side - my D. H. Lawrence period”. 
He worked in pubs, hotels and res-
taurants. “The writing was going 
nowhere, but I’d always loved car-
toons, and was good at drawing, so 
turned my hand to that.” 

A seasoned freelancer, Birch hit 
the big time in the ‘noughties’, with 
a strip he submitted to The Oldie 
magazine on spec. A self-styled 
“leftie”, he was “only” fifty-some-
thing, when he identified a speci-
men, loosely inspired by his father’s 
daily rants against the nanny state: 
the unruly old fogey, with a rebel-
lious streak.  

“Press cartooning is in a bad state, 
now. Cartoonists are being shed right, 
left and centre. I’ve returned to writ-
ing… sitcoms. My first, based on my 
The Oldie strip - The Rebel, starring 
Simon Callow - was broadcast in 
2016, the second series last year. So 
you’re never too old to branch out!” 
exclaims the spruce sexagenarian.  

LEGAL ADVICE

 
REF. P. M. O.  
My car broke down, and 
when going to the repair 
shop to ask for an estimate, I 
have been told that in case 
that I eventually decided to 
not repair the car, I would 
have to pay for the estimate. 
Is it legal that they can 
charge if they have not car-
ried out any works? 

According to the law, it would 
indeed be legal that they 
charge for the estimate. You 
have to take into account that 
the repair shop does indeed 
carry out a work, even if it is 
not a repair, as in most cases 
the mechanic has to invest 
time to dismantle the car in 
order to find out the cause of 
the breakdown. This amount 
will not be charged if you fi-
nally decide to let them do the 
repair. 
 
 
REF. T. C. A.  
When I had my first child, I 
decided to breastfeed him, 
and once lactation was over, 
my breasts had lost their 
shape. I did not like how I 
looked, and as I’m still 
young, I decided to undergo  
breast augmentation sur-
gery. However, the result of 
the surgery was not as I ex-
pected, and now one of my 
breasts has “dimples”. In the 
clinic they told me that they 

can repeat the surgery 
within a few months to try 
to improve it, but I do not 
trust this doctor any more. 
Could I ask for compensa-
tion instead of more sur-
gery? That way, I could go to 
a different clinic that would 
offer me a guarantee at least. 
Is that possible? 
 
In order to answer your ques-
tion, it is necessary to know if 
the cause for those “dimples” 
has been due to a malpractice 
or not, in order to report the 
issue to the criminal courts if 
that is the case. Likewise, and 
even if the surgery had been 
done correctly, it would be ad-
visable to know if you were 
conveniently informed about 
the risks you took when un-
dergoing that surgery. If you 
were not informed that the 
result of the surgery may not 
be as expected, this argument 
could be used in a possible ne-
gotiation with the clinic, or if 
you have to go to court.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge
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Orwell’s son Richard has 
managed to keep his 
connection with the 
famous writer “invisible” 
due to his pen name 

NERJA. Richard Blair is the only 
child and adopted son of Eric Arthur 
Blair, better known as George Or-
well;  one of the UK’s most celebrated 
and quoted authors and most famous 
for the novels Nineteen Eighty-Four 
and Animal Farm. Richard set up the 
Orwell Society in 2011 along with 
other members of the family and 
friends and has regularly travelled to 
Spain to trace Orwell’s footsteps since 
then. He was on the Costa del Sol 
this week to talk to the Arts Socie-
ties about his father’s life and works. 

 
–You have mentioned that you 
come to Spain quite regularly. Is 
that because of your father’s con-
nections with the country? 
–We first came to Spain in 1975, to 
Marbella and we had also visited 
Nerja previously. But we come 
every two years to visit Barcelona, 
Huesca and Alcubierre, which is 
where my father was stationed dur-
ing the Civil War. 
-Your father came from a very mid-
dle class family but wanted to ex-
perience what it was like to be poor 
and has become an icon of the so-
cialist struggle. 
–He was brought up in a middle class 
family, had experienced the upper 

classes because he’d been to Eton, so 
he wanted to see life from the other 
perspective and what it was like for 
people in a time when society had a 
very rigid structure. He had this de-
sire to rough it I suppose. It was un-
doubtedly his time in Burma, when 
he was among the ruling classes as a 
policeman and he saw how they 
treated the local people there which 
sparked the interest. He considered 
himself as an old-fashioned socialist 
and of course in Nineteen Eighty-
Four he says that if there is any hope 
for the world it’s with the Proles.  
-I believe your father decided to 
take on a pen name as he wanted 
to protect his family. 
-Yes, his parents didn’t approve of his 
political views so he did it to protect 
them. He took on George Orwell sim-
ply because George was a common 
name in those days and also the name 
of the King. He got Orwell from the 
river [Orwell’s parents were living 
in the town of Southwold in Suffolk 
around that time], although it was 
never adopted officially and the fam-
ily always referred to him as Eric.  
-Many people may be surprised to 

hear you talk affectionately about 
your father if the image they have 
of him comes from reading Animal 
Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four. 
-Oh yes, he was a doting father and 
I think he would have been as I grew 
up. [Orwell died of complications 
related to tuberculosis on 21 Janu-
ary 1950, when Richard was nearly 
six; his mother, Eileen, had died in 
1945 about a year after the adoption.] 
I don’t have a favourite memory as 
such but almost drowning on a boat 
trip off Jura stands out!  
-Has your life been completely 
dominated by who your father was? 
-In letters my father wrote to friends 
and family he said that he thought 
I should do something mechanical. 
[Richard was brought up on the is-
land of Jura in the Inner Hebrides 
where he lived with his father un-
til he became ill, and Orwell’s sis-
ter, Avril, and her husband.] I went 
to agricultural college and worked 
in farming. Having a different name 
has allowed me to be totally invisi-
ble, but if asked the question I am 
happy to give the answer. The fame 
has also been a gradual process as 
his books became better known af-
ter his death, as have terms like Or-
wellian and Big Brother. In fact the 
usual question is are you any rela-
tion to Tony Blair? I am not. 
-What do you think your father 
would say about the world if he 
were still alive today? 
-The short answer is, I have abso-
lutely no idea. Logically speaking, 
it would be ‘I told you so’ or ‘Hasn’t 
changed much, has it?’

“My father considered himself                      
an old-fashioned socialist”

Richard Blair George Orwell’s adopted son

Xxx 

xxx 

xxx 

xxx

:: J. RHODES 

NERJA Members of the Arts So-
ciety in Nerja and Fuengirola as 
well as visitors, packed venues in 
the two towns to listen to a talk 
by Richard Blair. Orwell’s son spoke 
warmly and lightheartedly about 
life with his father, giving a very 
different perspective on the man 
who is internationally famous for 

the dystopian novel nineteen 
eighty-four and Animal Farm. Mr 
Blair gave a chronological account 
of Orwell’s life and peppered the 
lecture with little-known poems 
also written by his father. Mem-
bers had the opportunity to speak 
to him and his wife, Eleanor, in 
person during a post-talk dinner 
in Nerja.

Richard Blair talks to the Costa 
del Sol and Nerja Arts Societies

Richard Blair talking in Nerja. :: J. RHODES

JENNIE  
RHODES

 rhodes_jennie@hotmail.com

Richard Blair in Nerja on Wednesday. :: JENNIE RHODES
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O
n 30 March 1135, Moses 
Maimonides, a Jewish 
philosopher, physician 
and scholar, was born in 

Córdoba. He also went by the 
names, Moshe ben Maimon or Abu 
‘Imran Musa ben Maimun ibn ‘Abd 
Allah. 

In 1148, the Almohads, a Berber 
Muslim dynasty from North Af-
rica, conquered Córdoba, and threat-
ened the Jewish community with 
the choice of conversion to Islam, 
death or exile. Maimonides’ fam-
ily, like the majority of Jews living 
in the city at the time, chose exile 
and the family spent the ensuing 
years moving around southern 
Spain in hiding. 

They eventually settled in Fez, 
Morocco in 1160 and Maimonides 
studied at the University of Al Kar-
aouine. 

After a few months the family 
moved again to Fostat, near Cairo, 

where Jews were free to practise 
their faith openly. However, con-
verting back to Judaism from Is-
lam was prohibited and anyone 
who had done so, or was suspected 
of doing so, faced execution. 

Having studied Judaism, Islam 
and physics at university and ac-
quired knowledge from his own 
esteemed father,  Maimon (Mai-
monides means ‘son of Maimon’) 
and other masters, Maimonides’ 
reputation was growing and the Is-
lamic authorities started to become 
suspicious of his religious beliefs. 
Maimonides narrowly avoided exe-
cution when Islamic leaders 
thought he had reconverted to Ju-
daism from Islam, thanks to  a Mus-
lim friend.  

He obtained a position as physi-
cian to the Grand Vizier Alfadhil 
shortly after the death of his father 
and went on to become physician 
to Sultan Saladin of Egypt. He is 

even said to have treated Richard 
the Lionheart during the Crusades. 
His fame spread and he was con-
sidered one of the greatest physi-
cians of his time. 

He also took on a leading part in 
the administration of the affairs of 
the Jewish community of Fostat 
and Cairo and in 1177 was recog-
nised as leader of the community.  

At around the same time Mai-
monides composed his most fa-
mous works, including the ac-
claimed commentary on the 
‘Mishnah’, an imprint study of Rab-
binic Judaism which would take 

him 10 years to complete; the 
‘Mishneh Torah’, a code of Jewish 
religious law; and the ‘Guide for 
the Perplexed, a philosophical work 
which looks at Aristotle’s philoso-
phy and Jewish theology which 
took him 15 years to finish. 

Maimonides also wrote a num-
ber of influential medical texts, 
some of which are still in existence, 
on areas such as poisons and their 
antidotes, hemorrhoids, cohabita-
tion, the human temperaments 
and asthma. 

Maimonides died on 13 Decem-
ber 1204 in Fostat. Both Jews and 

Muslims observed public mourn-
ing for three days in the town and 
his body was taken to Tiberias, Is-
rael, where his tomb became a place 
of pilgrimage.  

His son, Abraham, succeeded him 
as head of the Egyptian Jewish com-
munity and as court physician. 

A statue of Maimonides can be 
found in Córdoba and both a pri-
mary and secondary school in the 
city have been named after him.

Birth of Maimonides, 
Jewish philosopher              
and physician

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Edad media Middle Ages 

Filósofo Philosopher 

Rabino Rabbi 

Judío Jew 

Pensamiento Thought 

Estudioso Scholar 

Hebreo Hebrew 

Medicina Medicine 

Exiliarse To go into exile 

Perplejo Perplexed 

Código Code 

Ética Ethics 

Conocimientos Knowledge 

Sinagoga Synagogue 

Hereje Heretic 

Aparentar To feign 

Convencer To convince 

Teólogo Theologist 

Influencia Influence

LANGUAGE 
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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

The statue of Maimonides in Cordoba, where he was born. :: SUR 

JENNIE RHODES

30 MARCH 1135
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:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. Most of us take for 
granted the association of eggs with 
Easter, particularly when that asso-
ciation involves elegantly wrapped 
chocolate eggs filled with Smarties 
or sugared almonds.  

The tradition of painting hard-
boiled eggs in spring pre-dates Chris-
tianity and in many cultures around 
the world, the egg is a symbol of new 
life, fertility and rebirth. 

Along with the egg, came the 
Easter bunny, a folkloric figure and 
symbol of Easter that originated 
among German Lutherans. The Easter 
bunny was depicted as the judge that 
evaluated whether children were 
good or disobedient at the start of the 
season of Eastertide. The custom was 
first mentioned in 1682, referring to 
a German tradition of an Easter hare 
bringing Easter eggs for the children. 

The Christian custom of Easter 
eggs started among the early Chris-
tians of Mesopotamia. The Christian 
church officially adopted the custom 
as a symbol of the resurrection of 
Christ in 1610. The Easter egg sym-
bolises the empty tomb of Christ and 
one ancient tradition was to stain the 
Easter eggs red, supposedly in mem-
ory of the blood Jesus shed during the 
crucifixion. 

Blood red eggs 
While the origin of Easter eggs can 
be explained in symbolic terms, sev-
eral legends exist concerning the col-
ouring of eggs. Followers of Eastern 
Christianity claim that the eggs Mary 
Magdalene had taken to share with 
the women who had gathered at the 
tomb of Jesus miraculously turned 

bright red when she realised that 
Christ had risen.  

A different legend concerns Mary 
Magdalene’s efforts to spread the Gos-
pel. According to this tradition, after 
the Ascension of Jesus, Mary went to 
the Emperor of Rome to tell him that 
Christ has risen, whereupon he 
pointed to an egg on his table and 
stated, “Christ has no more risen than 
that egg is red.” It is said the egg im-
mediately turned blood red. 

Whatever we believe, the time-
honoured Easter egg has become the 
symbol of the season. The modern 
chocolate egg owes its progression 
to the two greatest developments in 
the history of chocolate - the Dutch 
invention of a press for separating 
cocoa butter from the cocoa bean in 
1828, and the introduction of a pure 
cocoa in 1866. 

The first chocolate Easter eggs were 
made in Europe in the mid-19th cen-
tury. France and Germany were pio-
neers in this new artistic confection-
ery. Originally the eggs were solid, 

as the technique for mass-producing 
moulded chocolate had not been de-
vised. Progress in the chocolate Easter 
egg market was slow until the 
method was found for making the 
chocolate flow into the moulds. 

Hollow eggs 
The British company, J. S. Fry & Sons 
was the first manufacturer to pro-
duce the solid chocolate bar and they 
introduced the first hollow choco-
late Easter egg in Britain in 1873. 
They were soon followed by Cad-
bury in 1875 - the biggest produc-
ers of Easter eggs throughout much 
of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. 

 The earliest chocolate eggs were 
made of dark chocolate with a plain 
smooth surface. Their designs were 
based on French  and German eggs 
adapted to suit Victorian tastes. Ger-
many came up with what became 
known as the crocodile finish; the 
forerunner to the many distinctive 
finishes available today.

 J. S. Fry & Sons was the first to produce the hollow Easter egg. ::  SUR

The first chocolate 
eggs were made in 
Europe in the                 
mid-19th century

The ancient tradition            
of giving eggs at Easter

W
hen envious visi-
tors ask, “What 
do you miss most 
in the UK?” I 

probe my mind to remember and 
generally stutter “Well, I sup-
pose it’s the London theatre I 
miss most - the opportunity to 
see interesting plays and great 
musicals.” 

What am I complaining 
about? On Saturday evening I 
saw Habeas Corpus performed by 
the International Theatre Studio 
of Marbella, and it was most en-
joyable. Well directed by Peter 
Brooks, it was performed by a 
large cast, all of whom were ex-
cellent. This early play written 
by Alan Bennett could have 
failed miserably if it had not 
been performed by such a well-
directed talented cast,  slick and 
fast, who never descended into 
caricature, but kept up a pace 
which had the audience on their 
feet, clapping for more. 

On Sunday I saw Spamalot at 
the Salon Varietés, and it was 
marvellous. It is almost beyond 

belief that an amateur company 
can present a musical with a cast 
of dozens who all sing and dance 
so professionally. Peter Mitchell 
as director must receive the most 
acclaim for the performances he 
achieved from the cast, plus his 
huge team of backstage helpers, 
with wonderful costumes, 
lights, music, sets - the list is 
endless - all under his control, 
were amazing. 

There was not a weak link 
anywhere, the cast were all su-
perb, but a special mention must 
go to Francis Butler who, as King 
Arthur, held the whole show to-
gether brilliantly. Fibi McGregor 
has the voice of an angel and the 
acting talents of an actress four 
times her age. I feel sure before 
long she will become an interna-
tional star we will be proud to 
claim having seen in Spain at the 
beginning of her career. 

Monty Python would have 
been proud to see the audience 
laughing and clapping and wav-
ing, hollering for MORE! 

A fabulous weekend indeed.

REVIEW 

WHAT A FABULOUS                

WEEKEND 
 

JUNE RENDLE

A scene from the ITS performance of Habeas Corpus. :: ALAN JONES
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GARDENING

The baboon flower or Babiana 
stricta, was introduced into 
Europe in 1757. Its common name 
comes from the Dutch ‘baviaan’ 
meaning ‘baboon’, as baboons 
were often observed digging up 
the corms and eating them. It is 
native to the Cape Province of 
South Africa and is a member of 

the Iridaceaea (iris) family. 
The ribbed leaves, sometimes 

slightly hairy, are around 12 cm 
long and form in upright fans. 
The tubular flowers are about 
5cm across in shades of pink and 
blue, some with a darker 
‘eye’. Up to ten 
blooms can form 

on each flower stem and they are 
often lightly scented. A variety 
called B. stricta var. sulphurea 
has bright yellow blooms and 
there are also some white flow-
ered varieties.   

Babiana stricta thrives in full 
sun or light shade; it is 

not drought resistant 
and needs regular 

watering during 
the growing 

season. How-
ever the soil 
must be free-
draining as 
w a t e r l o g -
ging will rot 

the corms. It is 
a fast grower 

and will, over a 
couple of years, 

form a large clump. 
The flowering period is 

from spring through to mid-sum-
mer when it will start to die back 
and become dormant. The leaves 
should be left on the plant until 
completely brown as they will be 
continuing to provide nutrients 
to the corm for next year’s flow-
ers. To ensure plenty of flowers, 
Babiana will benefit from liquid 
fertiliser feeds once every ten 
days or so from as soon as the 
leaves have appeared in the spring 
until the flowers go over in the 
summer. Once the plant is dor-
mant it is best to discontinue wa-
tering and, in areas where win-
ters are particularly cold, to lift 
the corms and store in a dry, frost-
free place. In milder areas a thick 
layer of organic mulch over the 
top of the soil will suffice.  

Babiana can be propagated by 
dividing the clump when dor-
mant or by collecting the hard 
black seeds when the pods are 
dry and sowing them straight 
away. 

Scented freesia-like flowers in shades of pink and blue and 
ribbed leaves characterise this member of the iris family

The baboon flower

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

Andrew Sloan sent in this 
photo and says: “I bought this 
three years ago from a local 
nursery in a much smaller 
size. Commonly known as 
partridge-breasted aloe. 
South Africa origin.” Aloe 
variegata is also sometimes 
called the Tiger aloe and is a 
dwarf aloe usually only reach-
ing 30cm in height. The flow-
ers vary in colour and can be 
orange with green edges, pink 
or rarely yellow.

m
d
w

PARTRIDGE-

BREASTED ALOE

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

Babiana stricta and a white form (inset). :: PINTEREST

:: ANDREW SLOAN 

DENISE BUSH

Most plants have at least one 
common name, such as the 
baboon flower in this week’s 
article, but these names can-
not be relied upon for identifi-
cation. A good example of this 
is Gaultheria procumbens 
which has thirty-two (at least) 
common names. Binominal 
descriptions are unique and 
are recognised worldwide. 
Most of them are based on 
Latin or Greek and describe a 
characteristic of the plant; eg. 
Erectus – upright, pendulus – 
hanging, floribunda – abun-
dance of flowers. Others help 
with origin; eg. sinensis – from 
the Latin meaning Chinese, 
syriacus – found in Syria. 
Plants with woody stems of-
ten have a species name ar-

boreus, or something very 
similar which means ‘treelike’. 
Shrubs usually have ‘fruti-‘  at 
the start of the species name 
which means ‘shrubby’ or 
‘shrub-like’ and vines and 
climbing plants may have  a 
species name that starts ‘viti-‘. 
‘Scandens’ and ‘volubile’ also 
refer to climbing and twining 
attributes. A good pointer to 
plants that won’t need staking 
is the species names ‘strictus’ 
and ‘rigidus’ and for long, 
straight shoots ‘virgatus’ is a 
giveaway. Sprawling ground 
cover plants are often given 
species names similar to ‘dif-
fusus’,’ humilis’, ‘procumbens’ 
and ‘prostratus’. Even lower 
growing the species name 
‘acaulis’  means ‘no stem’.

GARDENING HINTS

Fascinating facts about 
plant names, part 2
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W
ho could have 
thought back in the 
dark days of the re-
cent financial crisis 

that Portugal would emerge with such 
vibrancy and become one of the hot-
test destinations in Europe? 

Portugal’s renaissance appears to 
be touching all corners of the coun-
try. The last time I wrote about this 
Atlantic nation in these travel pages 
was back in 2015, at the beginning of 
the new wave of interest in the coun-
try. Now, a few years later even the 
somewhat melancholy streets of Co-
imbra and Porto have an optimism 
and energy not seen in years. Curi-
ous millennials, culture buffs and 
foodies have helped put these north-
ern cities well and truly on the tour-

ist trail, driving new hotel, restau-
rant and bar openings.  

Meanwhile Lisbon has also been 
capturing the hearts of a new genera-
tion of visitor. Now it’s a case of ‘move 
over Barcelona’. Portugal’s first city 
is now also the capital of cool – it has 
the dynamic food scene, the cool wa-
terside café culture, and of course 
loads of history – yet, at least for now, 
it doesn’t quite have the overwhelm-
ing crowds of the Catalan capital. 

Adventurous Algarve 
Portugal’s revival of fortunes has 
reached the Algarve too. The south-
facing Atlantic coast offers a warm 
Mediterranean climate and way-
of-life – and now a stylish vacation 
infrastructure that’s getting hard 
to beat. 

A few years ago, if one mentioned 
the Algarve thoughts probably turned 
to golf and beaches. Yet there’s con-
siderably more to engage the visitor. 
Admittedly southern Portugal re-
mains one of the finest golf destina-
tions in Europe; and the beaches are 
spectacular. Yet the region is diversi-
fying into adventure activities, elite 
sport coaching, as well as providing 
experiences highlighting its gastro-
nomic and cultural heritage. 

Portugal’s renewed self-confi-
dence and pride in its culture now 
makes a visit significantly more re-
warding. Sun and beach is of course 
the draw, yet once here it’s likely 
that one experiences a great deal 
more – from rural spa and wellness 
retreats; 4x4 ‘safaris’ or hot-air bal-
looning exploring the countryside 
of orange groves and cork forests; 
to catamaran boat tours, snorkel-
ling trips; and foodie visits to bus-
tling local markets. 

Algarve accommodation 
International groups are investing 
in Portugal like never before. An-
antara, the elite hotel group from 
Asia, has chosen the Algarve for its 
first and only luxury resort in 

Europe. Found surrounded by golf 
courses, the Anantara Vilamoura 
Algarve Resort reflects the new 
style of hotel property that cele-
brates its location. From the local 
cheese, honey and delicacies served 
at breakfast, to the personalised 
‘Spice Spoons’ cooking classes, 
where guests learn traditional Al-
garve recipes like a ‘Cataplana Al-
garvia’ fish and seafood stew, guests 
can indulge in local gastronomy.  

The Quinta do Lago residential and 
leisure estate just west of Faro has 
developed far beyond being a com-
munity of luxury holiday homes with 
championship golf course views. The 
estate, right on the edge of the re-
markable and beautiful Ria Formosa 
protected lagoon area, is now emerg-

The impressive 
unspoilt beach 

at Quinta do 
Lago. :: SUR

Algarve calling

ANDREW 
FORBES

 Twitter: @andrewaforbes

Go west this spring and rediscover an old favourite

TRAVEL
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ing as one of Europe’s elite sports 
coaching destinations. With the open-
ing of The Campus, a sophisticated 
sports complex, international teams 
have access to all-year, world-class 
training facilities. For holidaymak-
ers that also means access to quality 
bike hire, well-maintained tennis fa-
cilities, and of course a top-notch golf 
academy. 

Introducing the Algarve to a 
younger, more budget-conscious, yet 
no less demanding visitor, The Mag-
nolia Hotel offers on-trend accom-
modation for the Instagram genera-
tion. Rooms and services are simple 
yet delivered with style and flair. The 
less-is-more focus means high-qual-
ity facilities, and a youthful, well-
trained and friendly team offering 
accommodation and dining at sur-
prisingly accessible prices. What’s 
more there’s a free shuttle to the 
sporting venues, dining and night-
life of Quinto do Lago; and the Ria 
Formosa natural park is right there 
to explore. 

Authentic Algarve 
Faro, much like Malaga on the Costa 
del Sol, was once regarded by many 
visitors as little more than an air-
port gateway to the golf resorts and 
hotels that spread out along the 

Faro is being rediscovered for its historic castles, convents and churches. :: SUR

A typical cataplana lunch. :: SUR The Algarve boasts some of Europe’s finest beaches. :: SUR

coast. Now this regional capital is 
being rediscovered and enjoyed for 
its historic castles, convents and 
churches as well as its local eateries 
and relaxed café culture. Without 
doubt the town also offers the most 
authentic dose of Portuguese daily 
life compared to the more contem-
porary resorts and gentrified towns 
further west. It’s also a town where 
you can eat very well on a budget. 
Expect traditional seafood stews 
served in cataplana copper pots, as 
well as plenty of cheap eats like the 
‘Menu do Dia’ fixed menus on of-
fer in small cafes and bars. 

The coast around Faro is among 
the most unspoilt of the Algarve. I 
particularly like the lagoons and coves 
between Faro and the delightful town 
of Tavira close to the border with 
Spain. This still somehow feels like 
the hidden Algarve and for that is has 
a charm and tranquillity that’s not 
usually associated with this part of 
Portugal. 

For a stylish long weekend, the Al-
garve is an ideal destination. Within 
four and half hours from Malaga, one 
can be sipping a ‘vinho da casa’ or a 
refreshing white port with tonic, and 
tucking into a rich, flaky ‘pastel de 
nata’ on a sun-dappled terrace yet feel 
worlds away.  

TRAVEL
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:: ANDREW FORBES 

The Algarve’s capital, with its old 
town and port, not only offers visi-
tors an authentic flavour of south-
ern Portugal but also stunning 
beaches, a unique natural park, 
and plenty of choice for hotels and 
restaurants. 

 

STAY: 

The Magnolia Hotel 

Creative and colourful hotel where 
hip 1950s motel Americana meets 
contemporary Mediterranean chic. 
This stylish enclave for millennials 
and the young at heart has been 
completely remodelled and is now 
part of the neighbouring Quinta do 
Lago estate. The bright rooms are 
simple yet focus on quality, like 5-
star standard beds, linens and huge 
plush towels. 

There’s a heated all-season swim-
ming pool with cocktail bar where 
you can chill to the tunes of the resi-
dent DJ; get active thanks to the 
tennis court, free bicycles for ex-
ploring the area and well-equipped 
gym; or alternatively, relax in one 
of the holistic treatment rooms with 
a spa therapy. 

The Magnolia Hotel is in an ex-
cellent location to enjoy all the lei-
sure, dining and elite sports facili-
ties of the Algarve’s Quinta do Lago, 
as well as the charm of Faro. 
  
TheMagnoliaHotelqdl.com 

Faro Pousada Palácio de Estoi 

The Faro Pousada, found 10 kilome-
tres from the city in the village of 
Estoi, is an easy transfer from the 
international airport, and only a 
few minutes’ drive off the motor-
way from Spain. 

This Baroque 18th-century pal-
ace, modelled on Portuguese royal 
residences, was once an extrava-
gant aristocratic home, and is now 
a member of Small Luxury Hotels 
of the World. It’s a splendid blend 
of contemporary guest rooms and 
suites with beautiful neo-rococo 
public spaces within the restored 
palace. There’s a large outdoor in-
finity pool, an indoor heated pool, 
spa and gym. 

The Palace is worthy of a visit, if 
only to explore its classical gardens 
with fountains, a romantic grotto 
and spectacular ‘azulejos’ tile work. 
 
Pousadas.pt 

Anantara Vilamoura Algarve Resort 

Spectacular gastronomic, wellness 
and golf resort, just half an hour 
from Faro. It’s the only Anantara 
hotel in Europe. Anantara’s unique 
approach to hospitality offers guests 
an immersive experience of Algarve 
culture, food and design. Every-
where are creative and stylish re-
minders of the Algarve, from art, 
handicrafts and cuisine. In addition 
to upscale rooms and suites, there 
is a destination spa, gourmet din-
ing, both family and adults-only 

swimming pools and superb sport-
ing facilities. The adjacent Victoria 
Championship Golf Course, de-
signed by Arnold Palmer, hosts the 
Portugal Masters each year, and is 
among some 30 courses in the area. 
There is a free Tuk-Tuk shuttle to 
the restaurants and nightlife of Vi-
lamoura’s marina. 
 
Vilamoura.Anantara.com 

 

EAT: 

Pastelaria Coelho 

Anyone who has a sweet tooth will 
delight in the cakes and treats of 
the Algarve. This Faro eatery how-
ever is more than just a cake shop; 
it has a dining area popular with lo-
cals, with a menu of traditional 
dishes and seasonal produce like 
fresh fish with boiled potatoes. 
Sounds simple but tastes oh so good. 
 
Facebook.com/pastelariacoelho 

EMO Restaurant 

This fine-dining destination restau-
rant within the Anantara Vilam-
oura Resort pairs a gourmet tasting 
menu with Portuguese wines – and 
a stunning view across the Victo-
ria golf course.  
 
Vilamoura.Anantara.com 

Estaminé 

Eat in glorious isolation at this strik-
ing, contemporary fish and seafood 
restaurant on the Ilha Deserta is-
land, in the heart of the Ria For-
mosa Natural Park. Panoramic win-
dows offer views out across the 
unique, protected landscape. 
 
Ilha-Deserta.com 

Gigi’s Beach Bar 

Cool yet understated beach bar se-

cluded within the sand dunes of 
the Quinta do Lago beach. Popular 
place for a seafood lunch of catch 
of the day with hot piri-piri sauce.  
 
QuintaDoLago.com 

Bovino 

One of the dozen restaurants at 
Quinta do Lago, Bovino is probably 
the finest steakhouse in the Faro 
area. As well as the excellent choice 
of cuts, there is fish and seafood 
from the grill too, and a smart cock-
tail bar. 
 
QuintaDoLago.com 

 

DO: 

Bike tour 

The Ria Formosa natural park and 
surrounding trails are ideal for ex-
ploring by bike. Visitors can rent 
from the Bike Shed at The Campus, 
Quinta del Lago, and head out to 
discover rare wildlife and striking 

landscapes. 
 
QuintaDoLago.com/en/The-Campus/ 

Discover a Secret Beach 

The idyllic island of Ilha da Barreta 
or ‘Ilha Deserta’, within Faro’s ac-
claimed natural park has one of the 
area’s best beaches. Take the shut-
tle boat or small ferry from Faro 
and spend the day chilling in the 
sun, eating great seafood and maybe 
even enjoying an eco-tour of this 
tiny island. 
 
Ilha-Deserta.com 

Spice Spoons 

This Epicurean experience takes 
cooking classes to the next level. 
Spend the morning with one of An-
antara’s expert chefs visiting the 
lively farmer’s market at Loulé, pur-
chasing fresh produce, then return-
ing to the resort’s show kitchen to 
help prepare a sensational lunch – 
using a traditional cataplana, the 
Algarve hammered copper cooking 
pot that dates to Moorish times. 
 
Vilamoura.Anantara.com 

Old Town Faro 

It’s rewarding to explore Faro. 
Within its medieval fortressed walls, 
the ‘Cidade Velha’ old town, with 
a rich architectural heritage, to-
gether with the revitalised port of-
fer interesting historical sights and 
authentic local places to eat. 

For something unique, and 
slightly macabre, visit the Chapel 
of Bones, ‘Capela dos Ossos’, built 
from thousands of monk’s skulls 
and bones from the neighbouring 
cemetery. 
 
www.visitalgarve.pt 

 

BUY: 

Ceramics, cork  and basketware 

The Algarve has a diverse heritage 
in traditional handicrafts which re-
mains vibrant today. Ceramics are 
of course the notable product to 
buy. A visit to Porches, west of Faro 
offers the chance to be immersed 
in the pottery culture of the area. 
Alternatively visit the local mar-
kets, such as Loulé for high quality 
basketware, as well as leather and 
cork products.  
 
PorchesPottery.com

THE INSIDER GUIDE

Faro, Algarve

Faro Pousada Palácio de Estoi.

The Magnolia Hotel.

Bovino restaurant.

Loulé farmer’s market.

TRAVEL
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MÁLAGA-COSTA DEL SOL 

This year, Novasol is celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversary in the 
holiday rentals market. The 
company, which was born “in 
a basement in Copenhagen”, 
has branched out all over 
Europe and is now in the proc-
ess of expanding to incorporate 
new locations outside the old 
continent. 

With presence in 29 coun-
tries, Novasol arrived in Spain 
in 2010 and currently has more 
than 3,000 properties in its cata-
logue. This leading company’s 
commitment to our province 
became apparent in 2016 when 
it opened an office in the pro-
vincial capital city in addition 
to those it already had in Mur-
cia and Barcelona. Since then 
it has seen its range of proper-
ties, consisting of almost 500 in 
this province alone, grow each 
month thanks to the faith both 
owners and tourists place in the 

company. Above all, they value 
the company’s professionalism 
and the agents’ friendly, ap-
proachable manner. 
The company had a very modest 
beginning and is now present in 
the main European capital cities. 
What is the key to its growth? 
The tourism sector is one of the 
main drivers of industry in any 
country, and people increas-
ingly want to visit new places. 
That’s where our work comes 
into play, offering a broad range 
of possibilities and guarantees 
to our clients. That has allowed 
us to register solid growth and 
establish a solid client base be-
cause, unlike other companies 
and websites, we always send 
our agents to personally visit 
and check all the properties we 
include in our catalogue. That’s 
why in the end our clients con-
tinue to trust us and we can 
move forward with a quality 
business model. 

What does this mean for the client? 
Since rental portals have sprung 
up on the internet many people 
have found themselves at a prop-
erty that didn’t match what was 
advertised, with many problems 
ranging from lack of cleanliness 
or faulty equipment to fraud in-
volving non-existent properties. 
With us, as we are a serious 
agency that has been running 
for a long time, the client can be 
sure that they are renting ex-
actly what they have chosen. No 
surprises and full guarantees. 
How does your business model 
differ from those of the portals 
you refer to? 
At Novasol we work very dif-
ferently, although we often col-
laborate with portals to obtain 
more visibility. These compa-
nies have a website where they 
advertise the houses, with a 
bookings calendar that is some-
times even directly managed by 
the owners, so their role is really 

that of an intermediary who tries 
to have little influence. We, on 
the other hand, work with prop-
erties under an exclusivity 
model, which makes our clients 
feel very secure. We don’t sign 
up all the properties we are of-
fered either, only those that pass 
the quality standards following 
the checks I spoke of before, 
and they are later rated with 
stars. We don’t place our com-
pany’s reputation or our clients’ 
welfare at risk by taking on a 
property in bad condition, and 
that is a guarantee. 
Individualisation is one of the 
characteristics of the company. 
What does that imply? 
To that respect it is important 
to stress that, although we have 
a very large catalogue of prop-
erties, our main goal is to help 
our clients have memorable holi-
days. A quality experience as 
opposed to mass tourism. We 
therefore specialise in villas with 

swimming pools. This makes 
guests feel at home, as well as 
providing comfort and peace. 
Also, our customer profile con-
sists mainly of families who seek 
private, secure surroundings. 
And we find them the property 
that best suits their requirements. 
That means more security for 
the owners too, doesn’t it? 
Of course. At Novasol we have a 
catalogue, a website, we advertise 
via sales channels…. but our main 
form of publicity is our clients’ ex-
perience, both the tourists and the 
owners. The latter are in fact very 
calm and confident, both about 
the sort of guests that visit their 
properties and about the service 
we provide them with. This means 
they recommend us to their friends 
and relatives and a network is 
formed that it very beneficial to 
everyone.

ADVERTORIAL

“OUR MAIN FORM OF PUBLICITY IS 
OUR CLIENTS’ EXPERIENCE, BOTH 
THE TOURISTS AND THE OWNERS”

SERVICE Interview with Manuel Matencio, Regional Manager for Andalusia with Novasol holiday 
rentals company 
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The city has undergone  a 
massive transformation in 
recent years, with the 
revival of entire districts  
and the creation of new 
public spaces 

T
here are very few cities in 
the world as recognisable 
from the air. Flying into Lis-
bon’s Humberto Delgado 

Airport, if you’re lucky enough to do 
so during the day, you can already get 
a glimpse of the city’s defining monu-
ments: the 25 de Abril bridge, Christ 
the King looking out across from the 
southern side of the Tagus, the São 
Jorge castle, but also the seven hills 
on which the city was built... and 
which will also take their toll on your 
knees and ankles over the course of 

your stay. 
Lisbon wasn’t built for the unfit, 

though with the influx of tourists 
have come numerous adaptations to 
make the city more accessible, with 
a thoroughly reliable tram and metro 
network, as well as a number of pur-
pose-built elevators to cut out some 
of the rather more perilous staircases 
and climbs through narrow alleys.  

Alternative Lisbon 

Those who have visited the city be-

fore will undoubtedly have fallen 
in love with the charming narrow 
streets of Moorish Alfama or the cos-
mopolitan hustle and bustle of Bairro 
Alto, but with such widespread re-
generation in the city, there are 
whole new areas you may never 
have considered visiting before. 

One such area is Intendente, which 
until very recently was almost com-
pletely dilapidated and known mostly 
for its problem with drug addicts and 
prostitutes. However, when city 

mayor António Costa, who is now 
prime minister, took the bold move 
to relocate his office and his staff to 
the main square, things started to 
look up. 

Now this area, dotted with art nou-
veau and art deco buildings, is con-
sidered one of the most desirable and 
authentic locations not only for lo-
cals to buy, but also for visitors to stay. 
What’s more, it’s home to some of 
the most highly-acclaimed restau-
rants, including Ramiro, as well as a 
vast array of foreign tastes - especially 
in so-called ‘Bangladesh town’.  

This is a story repeating in a num-
ber of neighbourhoods. The Cais do 
Sodré district at the base of the iconic 
Chiado neighbourhood has always 
been the best spot for a night out (ri-
valled only by Bairro Alto), but its 
reputation preceded it and visitors 
would always steer clear. Close to 
the docks, this was an area where 
delinquency was rife. However, it 
has now been transformed into a 
trendy night spot, filled with hip-
ster bars and restaurants. 

The epicentre of this overhaul is 
the old Mercado da Ribeira, now spon-
sored by Time Out, which brings to-
gether the great and the good of Por-

tuguese cuisine under one roof. While 
undoubtedly a tourist trap, this is the 
ideal starting point for any ‘foodie’. 
With almost all of the city’s major 
restaurants present under one roof, 
you can sample as many types of food 
as you can imagine, before shortlist-
ing your favourites to visit later in 
your trip. 

Sun and sand 

With the hills and cobbles the city’s 
defining features, it’s easy to forget 
that Lisbon is at the mouth of one 
of the continent’s major rivers as it 
spills into the Atlantic. However, 
the city’s recent urban development 
seeks to create an all-new relation-
ship with the water, bringing it quite 
literally onto the doorstep. 

The new city sea promenade has 
opened up a space that had been 
completely untapped until very re-
cently. Previously land occupied by 
governmental buildings and ship-
ping companies, now, from the cen-
trepiece Praça do Comércio, the bus-
tling city ambience can come right 
out to the waterfront. Food trucks, 
green spaces and even spots for dip-
ping your toes bring an all-new cos-
mopolitan vibe that extends 
through the aforementioned Cais 
do Sodré, but also along the seafront 
to the 25 de Abril bridge (which 
many say resembles the Golden 
Gate bridge but was in fact built by 
the company which constructed 
the nearby San Francisco–Oakland 
Bay Bridge), an area that has been 
converted into a hub for the ever-
growing community of ‘digital no-
mads’ in the city. 

It doesn’t stop there, with fan-
tastic train and tram links Lisbon 
can also offer the beach holiday you 
have been craving. In little over 
half an hour, you can trade the busy 
city streets for total relaxation in 
a number of beach towns along the 
coast. The historic fishing village 
of Cascais is the standout destina-
tion, and Belém (known for the fa-
mous ‘pastéis de Belém’ custard 
tarts and some of Lisbon’s most fa-
mous monuments, including the 
Jerónimos monastery and Belém 
tower) is on the same route, but if 
you want to get off the tourist trail, 
get off the train in the small town 
of Carcavelos. 

Here, city life is just a distant mem-
ory when you’re sipping refreshing 
caipirinha and enjoying a massage on 
the vast white sands, or equally take 
advantage of the perfect conditions 
to catch the waves. 

This ability to combine city break 
and beach holiday really does make 
Lisbon the all-round destination.

The pristine white sand at Carcavelos. :: D. FINCH

A tram climbs one of the many steep hills which define the city of Lisbon. :: DARYL FINCH

City tripping and toe dipping
Lisbon has become the perfect destination for culture vultures and beach lovers alike

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

TRAVEL
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S
portsmen and woman 
from around the world 
are gearing up for one 
of the year’s major 

sporting events which takes place 
in the city pictured next month.  

Seventy nations are due to 
compete in the games which are 
held every four years and get un-
der way on 4 April. 

Much like the Olympic Games, 
this event combines the usual 

athletic disciplines, plus lawn 
bowls, netball and rugby sevens. 

This will be the fifth time that 
this country has hosted the event 
and follows in the footsteps of 
Glasgow, which hosted the 2014 

edition. 
The city is only the sixth-larg-

est city in the country and is 
known for its excellent condi-
tions for surfing and other wa-
tersports. 

If you know where this is, you 
could win a prize. 

Please send the name of the 
city and the major sporting event 
to be held there next month to 
english@diariosur.es. Only en-
tries with your full name, deliv-
ery address and telephone num-
ber will be considered. 

Last month’s photo showed 
the West Park in the city of Mu-
nich where the Starkbierfest (fes-
tival of strong dark beer) took 
place from 2 to 25 March. It is of 
course the younger brother of 
Oktoberfest. 

Congratulations to Jürgen 
Strobel in Torremolinos who an-
swered correctly. Your prize will 
be on its way to you soon.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

Plenty in Common

FEBRUARY’S 
PHOTO

Send your answer to 
english@diariosur.es

:: XIQUINHOSILVA / FLICKR

TRAVEL
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Shutterbugs take snaps 
of Coín while friends of 
Lux Mundi learn how 
olive oil is produced in 
the Sierra Nevada   

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

Lux  Mundi Ecumenical Centre 

Olive oil factory visit 
Thirty-three members of Lux Mundi 
Torre del Mar, accompanied by the 
excursion organiser Carolyn Bowen, 
visited the Quaryat Dillar olive oil 
factory on the edge of the Sierra Ne-
vada. The group learned about the dif-
ferent varieties of olives and about 
growing and care of  olive trees. They 
were then taken to see all the ma-
chinery involved in the making of ol-

ive oil, learning about all the various 
stages of production and storage. There 
was then a tasting session with sev-
eral varieties of olive oil and bread. 
After the tour, the group travelled to 
Lanjarón, where there was time to 
have lunch, to view the ruins of the 
castle and to see the many water foun-
tains that are situated throughout 
the town. 

Shutterbugs 

Walk around Coín  
A guide took the Shutterbugs to four 
sites of interest in Coín recently so 
they could take photographs. The first 
was the Convento de Santa María de 
la Encarnación, which today is used 
for exhibitions. The next was the 
Iglesia San Juan Bautista where the 
group were able to take photographs 
inside the church. The priest had a 

collection of birds of prey and ar-
ranged for two of them to be made 
available for photographs. The third 
destination was the Molino de 
Harina of Bartolomé Méndez, an 
organic stone mill which the 
Méndez family have been operat-
ing for four generations. Finally, 
the last visit was to the Panadería 
La Curruca, the bakery and shop 
operated by Miguel Curruca and his 
wife. 

Benavista Bowls Club 

Annual meeting 
Benavista Bowls Club Annual Gen-
eral Meeting was held recently dur-
ing which the annual award for the  
‘Most Improved Player’ was presented 
to Richard Fox.  

Lions Club Marbella 

English-speaking meeting 
English-speaking Lions in Marbella 
held their first informal meeting 
on the 22 March. About 20 mem-
bers attended the event. 

The Lions in Marbella are organ-

ising the next meeting for Tuesday 
10 April at 6.30 pm in the Hotel San 
Cristóbal, Avenida Ramón y Cajal. 

If you would like to attend the 
next meeting call 667 760 230 to 
register. 

Getting together 
and out and about 

The English-speaking Lions Club meeting in Marbella. :: SUR

SOCIETY SCENE

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

Lux Mundi sampled the olive oil at the Quaryat Dillar olive mill :: SUR

A Shutterbug captures the convent on camera in Coín. :: SUR
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Women generally seem 
to gain more happiness 
than men while 
shopping, especially if it’s 
for fashion items 

:: JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA. A study carried out in 
shopping centres across Spain by 
consultants Cushman & Wakefield      
concluded that 71.5 per cent of Span-
ish shoppers felt happy when mak-
ing purchases. It seems this feeling 
of wellbeing was experienced more 
by females than males, with eight 
out of every ten women saying 
shopping made them happy com-
pared to 56.5 per cent of men. 

Over a quarter of those who took  
part in the study said they felt hap-
pier when they had been to a shop-
ping centre. This was most felt by 
the 18 to 25 age group where the 
figure rose to 81.7 per cent. Those 
who felt least happy were the 35 to 
45 age group, with only 73.9 per 
cent.  

Two people in every ten admit-
ted to not feeling any happier after 
visiting a shopping centre.  

But why? According to the psy-
chologist Roberto de Porras de Abreu, 

making purchases provokes a feel-
ing of satisfaction in consumers for 
the mere fact of being able to buy 
something new, or sometimes some-
thing forbidden. However, the man-

ager of Psicólogos Málaga PsicoAbreu 
clarifies that many buyers confuse 
elation with happiness, since the 
feeling that occurs at the moment 
of purchase soon passes.  

“It’s also something cultural, since 
you have to work all week in order 
to be able to buy things,” he adds. 

Following the study, purchasing 
fashion is what makes buyers hap-
piest (36.5 per cent), followed by lei-
sure goods and food (28.2 per cent). 
It is in this aspect that there are more 
differences between men and 
women: while women opt for fash-
ion, men go for leisure and food. 
Other concepts covered by the study 
are events and experiences (which 
pleases 25.2 per cent of those sur-
veyed) and free services (which make 
10.1 per cent of visitors happier). 

For De Porras, the feeling of joy 
that visitors gain in shopping cen-
tres is one of the main objectives of 
those responsible for the venues. 
“Shopping centres are very well de-
signed; the managers even have 
teams formed by psychologists who 
determine the ideal temperature, 
distribution, lighting and colours 
used,” he said. 

According to the psychologist, this 
feeling of happiness, per se, is not 
harmful, although there are differ-
ent symptoms that should trigger 
alarm bells. On the one hand, the 
clearest downside is the economic 
one.  

“If you’ve spent all your money 

by the fifth of the month, it’s a clear 
alarm signal.”  

Then there are people with a lot 
of money, who buy what they want 
but then don’t experience any feel-
ing at all. “There are people who fill 
their shopping trolley and then 
abandoned it because they feel un-
comfortable,” he says. 

And that is why he encourages peo-
ple to use common sense. Shopping, 
even if it is every week, does not be-
come pathological if it does not af-
fect people’s daily lives, neither so-
cially nor economically. Another is-
sue is shopping to fill a vacuum.  

“There are people who try to fill 
a gap with purchases; and that’s why 
it’s fundamental to ask yourself: 
why do I need to buy this?” he says. 

Online shopping 
The report, in which nearly 5,000 
people participated in 13 Spanish 
shopping centres, also assesses the 
incidence of online purchases com-
pared to traditional ones. It con-
cluded that 88 per cent of custom-
ers in shopping centres claim to be 
happier if they buy in a physical 
store. In this aspect women also 
come out top, since nine out of ten 
prefer to see, touch and try items 
before buying.

Can shopping make you feel happy?

The study analyses shoppers’ habits. :: SUR
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The head of the Lung 
Cancer unit at a hospital 
in Madrid says women 
who smoke are more 
likely than men to 
develop the illness 

:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA. Tobacco is the prin-
cipal risk factor for lung cancer, 
says Santiago Ponce, the head of 
the Lung Cancer Unit at the 12 de 
Octubre hospital in Madrid, who 
visited Malaga province recently 
to speak about advances in treat-
ment for this illness at a scientific 
meeting organised by HC Marbella. 
He says anti-smoking laws have 
done nothing to reduce the inci-
dence of lung cancer and warns that 
more women and younger  people 
are now suffering from the disease.  
-How many people get lung can-
cer these days?  
- Every year there are between 
22,000 and 24,000 new cases in 
Spain, and that is a really big prob-
lem for the health authorities. By 
gender, more women suffer from 
breast cancer and more men suffer 
from colon cancer, but in general 
lung cancer is one of the most com-
mon. What is unusual about it is 
that we do not have strategies for 
early detection, as we do for exam-
ple with breast cancer and, in some 

regions, colon cancer. Unfortu-
nately, that means that these 
20,000 new patients a year are of-
ten diagnosed at an advanced stage, 
when the cancer has already spread 
outside the lungs and become meta-
static, and we can’t give it a cura-
tive focus as we may be able to do 
with breast cancer.  
-In recent years, how has it evolved 
by gender and age?  
-We have always thought that lung 
cancer was an illness of elderly male 
smokers, but the type of patient we 
are seeing is changing. We are see-
ing more younger patients than we 
used to, and the average age of lung 
cancer sufferers is dropping. It is not 
uncommon to see patients in their 
forties or fifties. Above all, though, 
we are realising that it is no longer 
an illness which mainly affects men. 

Right now there is a real epidemic of 
lung cancer in women, for various 
reasons. The first is because of a mis-
take that women made, when they 
emulated men and started smoking. 
They possibly started smoking after 
men for social reasons and now we 
are seeing the peak of women who 
have been smoking for years. Also, 
for some reason to do with the way 
they metabolise the toxins in tobacco, 
it is clear that women are more sus-
ceptible to developing lung cancer 
than men even if they smoke the 
same amount. It is estimated that 
the risk could be double. In other 
words, women who smoke are much 
more exposed to getting lung cancer 
than men who smoke.  
-This means that the patterns of in-
cidence are changing, then?  
-It is a change which in my opinion 
is not getting enough attention by 
the health profession or the admini-
stration. I would like to see a new 
anti-smoking campaign especially 
focusing on young women.   
-Have the anti-smoking laws had 
a positive effect on the figures?  
-No. The incidence of lung cancer 
has risen. Maybe it is too soon to see 
an impact, but in any cases in Spain 
we have created a trap: if you walk 
through any town you will see that 
we are creating bars outside on the 
pavements and that means that 
someone who doesn’t want to 
smoke is exposed to tobacco smoke 
anyway. I believe in individual free-
dom, but I think people should be 
properly informed about the risk of 
smoking, and not only because of 
cancer but also cardiovascular ill-
nesses and many others which are 
caused by tobacco. It is the first cause Santiago Ponce on a recent visit to Marbella. :: JOSELE-LANZA

“We are now seeing an epidemic           
of lung cancer in women”

Santiago Ponce Lung cancer specialist 

“The anti-smoking                 
laws have had no effect; 
the incidence of lung 
cancer is rising” 

“I believe in individual 
freedom but I think 
people should be 
properly informed about 
the risks of smoking”
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of reduced life expectancy in the 
western world.  
-Are you in favour of banning 
smoking in cars if children are trav-
elling in them?  
-A ban like that would be fantastic, 
but it would be difficult to apply. I 
believe more in education and peo-
ple being more responsible. If par-
ents really knew the damage they 
are doing to their children and they 
were informed about the health 
problems their child could suffer in 
the future and that they are more 
likely to become smokers them-
selves, I don’t think the ban would 
be necessary.  
-What role does passive smoking 
play in the deaths of children? 
-It hasn’t been measured. We don’t 
know its effect on children or 
adults. Measuring the side effects 
of tobacco is very difficult because 
nobody remembers how long they 
have been exposed to someone 
else’s tobacco smoke. I had a pa-
tient with lung cancer, a heavy 
smoker, who I was treating for a 
while and unfortunately he died. 
Two months later his wife, who 
had been married to him for 50 
years, became my patient. She had 
developed exactly the same lung 
cancer as her husband even though 
she had never had a cigarette. 
Someone who is a passive smoker 

would need to be exposed for longer 
than a smoker because they don’t 
inhale the tobacco directly; the risk 
is lower, but it exists. 
-In addition to smoking, what 
other risk factors are there for lung 
cancer? 
-Exposure to radon [a radioactive 
noble gas] is a very clear risk factor. 
It also produces lung cancers which 
are different to those caused by to-
bacco. It is difficult to measure be-
cause nobody has anything to meas-

ure radon at home and when prop-
erties are sold in Spain the owners 
don’t have to provide a report about 
the exposure in that area. And the 
other risk factor, which is also really 
difficult to measure but undoubt-
edly has an important impact on 
lung cancer rates, is environmental 
pollution through exposure to ni-
trogen and carbon dioxides.  
-If people smoke the same num-
ber of cigarettes, what would make 
some of them more likely to get 

lung cancer than others?  
-The only factor that is clearly dif-
ferentiated is that women, smok-
ing the same number of cigarettes, 
are more at risk of lung cancer than 
men. We know that patients who 
smoke and have drunk a lot of alco-
hol in their lives are also more at 
risk of cancer. Apart from that there 
is no clear information about how 
other factors, such as diet or a sed-
entary lifestyle, are impacting on 
the development of lung cancer.  

-What symptoms could indicate 
a tumour of this type?  
-The symptoms are very vague and 
general. Tiredness or persisent 
cough, for example. Smokers nor-
mally tend to have a chronic cough, 
and unless something about the 
cough changes they are unlikely 
to pay much attention to it. Obvi-
ously, there can be expectoration 
with blood, but not often, or pain 
elsewhere in the body because it 
has already metastasised, but these 
symptoms occur later. If someone 
has a persistent cough or tiredness, 
and it is affecting their life, they 
should see their GP so the appro-
priate tests can be carried out.   
-Is lung cancer always fatal? 
-No. Lung cancer is not always a 
fatal illness. Nowadays we have 
patients with advanced localised 
lung cancer, in other words can-
cers in the lung which are inoper-
able due to their wide extension 
within the thorax, and we can treat 
those with radiotherapy and che-
motherapy. And we know that if 
we treat them for a year afterwards 
with immunotherapy, these pa-
tients are living longer than those 
who aren’t given that. It is still 
early to say whether or not we are 
curing more patients with this 
strategy, but it is a new alternative 
therapy. 

Women smokers are more susceptible to developing lung cancer than men. :: REUTERS
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Longer days, more 
exposure to sunshine          
and a change of habits 
can help improve       
sexual relations at             
this time of year  

:: R. ALCOLEA 

Spring has arrived, and brought with 
it a desire for new habits, new ac-
tivities and plans for the longer, 
warmer days. People in general seem 
more cheerful once the winter is 
over; we are happier and feel more 
like making plans. Interestingly, 
however, spring doesn’t only bring 
about a change in our habits in gen-
eral: it can also affect our sex lives.  

According to experts at Procare 
Health, some of the changes which 
occur at this time of year and di-
rectly affect the libido are as fol-
lows:  

11. Secretion of vitamin D 
This vitamin is essential for the cor-
rect absorption of calcium and pro-

tection of the bones. A lack of vita-
min D can lead to conditions such 
as osteoporosis, and the sun is one 
of the best ways to obtain it. Some 
studies have shown that this vita-
min also helps to generate more tes-
tosterone, which increases libido 
and sexual desire.  

2. Secretion of endorphins 
With this exposure to the sun, there 
is also a greater secretion of endor-
phins, hormones which help to re-
duce stress, lift the spirits and there-
fore encourage sexual activity.  

3. Aromatherapy 
In warm weather aromas are en-
hanced, especially the strongest 
scents, and this also has an effect 
on the pheromones which affect in-
terpersonal relationships. This com-
bination means that in spring we 
are more receptive to interacting 
and therefore to having intimate 
relations.  

4. Spring asthenia 
Not every influence at this time of 

year is positive, because there is also  
evidence to show that in spring 
some women suffer from irritabil-
ity, tiredness, drowsiness and head-
aches, among other symptoms. This 
is known as spring asthenia. Those 
who suffer from it tend to have 
lower libido, and for that reason 
there are now products such as Li-
bicare, a food supplement and the 
only one made with natural com-
pounds, to increase desire and sex-
ual arousal.  

5. Allergies 
Spring is also characterised by aller-
gies, and these can also result in 
lower libido because of the discom-
fort of itchy eyes, sneezing and lack 
of interest in general. In this case, 
it is best to wait until the symptoms 
improve, in order to fully enjoy sex-
ual relations.  

By paying attention to these 
points, and bearing in mind that sex-
ual dysfunctions can be controlled 
and resolved, spring offers three 
months in which to enjoy the lovely 
weather and better sex. 

Some studies show that vitamin D from the sun can help increase libido. :: SUR

Spring and sexual desire

Five reasons why the season can influence our love life

:: J. L. A. 
MADRID. Researchers from the Neu-
roscience Programme of the Hospi-
tal del Mar Institute of Medical Re-
search (IMIM) are carrying out clini-
cal trials on a dietary preparation 
which contains epigallocatechin gal-
late, a natural compound of green tea, 
to see if it improves cognitive devel-
opment in children aged between six 
and 12 who have Down’s syndrome 
or Fragile-X syndrome. The tests will 
take place over ten months on 70 chil-

dren at different hospitals.  
“We have included children with 

Down’s and Fragile-X syndromes be-
cause, although the genetic origin of 
these syndromes is different, the 
mechanism through which the epi-
gallocatechin gallate provides thera-
peutic effects will be the same and 
we think patients with Fragile-X can 
also benefit,” says the director of the 
research programme, Rafael de la 
Torre. 

Two years ago, a clinical trial of the 

same compound on young adults aged 
16 to 34 with Down’s syndrome 
showed that in those who had taken 
the preparation there was an improve-
ment in visual recognition memory, 
attention, self-control and adaptive 
or autonomous behaviour in every-
day activities, and that these changes 
could be correlated with biological 
changes in their cerebral connectivity.  

“It was the first time a treatment 
has been effective in improving some 
cognitive functions in people with 
Down’s syndrome, even though in 
adults the brain is fully developed,” 
says De la Torre.  

Down’s Syndrome affects ap-
proximately one in every 1,000 peo-
ple around the world and it is the 
most common cause of genetic in-
tellectual disability. 

A green tea compound may 
improve cognitive development 
in children with Down’s syndrome
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Punta Umbría 

Celebrating seafood 
For nearly 25 years the town of 
Punta Umbría in Huelva province 
has celebrated its independence 
as a municipality with a Prawn, 
Clam and Anchovy Fair. This year 
it will take between midday on 
Friday 20 April and the evening 
of Sunday 22. 

Thousands of people gather in 
the Plaza 26 de Abril square to 
sample and buy these and other 
seafood products, and there will 
also be live music.  

This 24th edition is dedicated 
to the 75th anniversary of Wil-
liam Martin, the man who never 
existed. The body of a man whose 
uniform identified him as Cap-
tain William Martin 
(he was in fact a 
homeless man who 
was already dead) 
washed up in Punta 
Umbría in 1943. On 
his person, a ficticious 
plan to invade Greece 
and Sardinia to delib-
erately misinform the 
Germans was planted.  

Intelligence shows 
that the ruse worked 

and this action was decisive in 
changing the course of the Sec-
ond World War as it allowed the 
Allies to successfully invade Sic-
ily without opposition.  

Santa Fe 

Historical reenactments 
April this year marks 526 years 
since the signing of the ‘Capitula-
ciones’ in Santa Fe (Granada), 
which is believed to be the first 
document in the history of 
America.  

It was on 17 April 1492 that 
Christopher Columbus and the 
Catholic Monarchs signed the 
contract which led to the discov-
ery of the new continent a few 
months later. Thanks to this and 
other major events such as the 
signing of the contract under 
which the Moors relinquished 
Granada to the Christians, the 
small town of Santa Fe played a 
very important role in Spanish 
history during the 15th and 16th 
centuries.  

Nowadays local people cele-
brate these events during the sec-
ond half of April, with numerous 
cultural activities based on that 
period, including conferences, a 
medieval market, children’s ac-
tivities and historical reenact-
ments which take place over sev-

eral days until 22 April.  

Andújar 

The oldest romería 
One of the most important festi-
vals in Andalucía takes place in 
the village of Andújar, in Jaén 
province, every April: the 
Romería de la Virgen de la 
Cabeza. This is believed to be the 
oldest pilgrimage in Spain, with 
origins dating back to the 13th 
century. 

Local legend says that in 
August 1227 the Virgen ap-
peared to Juan Alonso de Rivas, 
a shepherd from Colomera, and 
miraculously cured his with-
ered arm. She then asked him to 
build a chapel in her honour. 
That is said to be the one known 
today as the Cerro del Cabezo, 
about 30 kilometres outside 
Andújar. 

At the end of April thousands 
of devotees make a pilgrimage 
there; this year it will take place 
on Saturday 28 and Sunday 29.  

Seville 

The great spring fair 
Once Easter is over, it is time for 
Seville’s April Fair, one of the 
biggest and most famous in An-
dalucía, which takes place this 
year between Sunday 15th and 

Saturday 22nd.   
During this week-

long party, which 
takes place day and 
night, you can enjoy 
music and dancing, 
gastronomy and 
equestrian events, 
fairground attrac-
tions and a truly tra-
ditional Andalusian 
ambience in this 
beautiful city.

Andalucía prepares for a 
month of festivals in April

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA

JAVIER ALMELLONES

White prawns from Huelva, a popular speciality at Punta Umbría’s seafood fair. :: SUR A historical reenactment in Santa Fe. :: SUR

Seville’s April Fair is a week-long party. :: SUR

Malaga

Cordoba

Huelva

Cádiz

Punta Umbría

Jaén

Almeria

GranadaSanta Fe

Andújar

Seville

The ‘romería’ pilgrimage in Andújar. :: SUR

Once Easter is over the 
fairs and festivals begin in 
earnest in Andalucía, 
with numerous foodie, 
religious and historical 
events taking place all 
over the region as the  
spring weather arrives
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EXHIBITIONS 

Magpie International Gallery 
Marbella. Until 23 April. C/Virgen 
del Pilar. 200m from port.  
The exhibition by Pedro Molina is 
entitled Aguadas de Primavera. 
www.magpie.international. 

Classic Marvel Comics 
Estepona. Until 31 March. 
Auditorio Felipe VI.  
This exhibition will focus on the 
most popular characters from Mar-
vel comics in the 1960s-1980s, in-
cluding Spiderman, X Men, The 
Fantastic Four, Thor and Iron Man. 

Pasión por la Ilusión 
Malaga. Until 31 March. Larios 
shopping centre.   
An exhibition of photographs of 
Semana Ssanta by photgrapher Lo-
renzo Carnero. Carnero is the direc-
tor of the Punto Press news agency 
and has spent over twenty years re-
cording the cultural and social life 
of Malaga. 

Photographs of Malaga 
Malaga. Until 1 April. La Térmica, 
Avda de Los Guindos.  
The ‘Photoespacio’ in the Térmica 
is hosting an exhibition of 46 pano-
ramic views of the city taken be-
tween 1854 and 1925.  

Blackness 
Malaga. Until 16 April. Café de Es-
traperlo, Plaza Poeta Alfonso Ca-
nales.  
The artists Siobhan Riordan (UK) 
and Daysury Valencia (Sweden) are 
two black artists living in Malaga. 
www.facebook.com/Café-de-Es-
traperlo 

Stephan Balkenhol 
Malaga. Until 22 April. Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo, Calle Ale-
mania.  
The exhibit consists of around 
thirty sculptures from the German 

artist’s collection representing his 
most significant works in recent 
years. www.cacmalaga.eu 

Great Masters recreated 
Malaga. Until 15 April. Casa 
Sostoa, C/Héroe Sostoa. 
The ten paintings in the exhibition 
were created by Julio Anaya Ca-
banding and Rafael Jiménez and 
are recognisable as skillful copies of 
great master’s works, albeit with 
the artist’s own twist.  

Church treasures 
 Malaga. Until 28 April. ArsMálaga, 
Palacio Episcopal. Free entry. 
The old Capuchin monastry, now 
the Divina Pastora y Santa Teresa 
de Jesús church, is being renovated 
and the works of art have been 
moved temporarily to the 
ArsMálaga gallery. Sculptures and 
paintings from the Baroque period 

are on display.  www.arsmalaga.es  

Sinfonía Celular  
 Malaga. Until 30 April. Alfajar Sala. 
Calle Císter 1. 
Rafaela Pareja exhibts his works 
which reflect everday life and na-
ture. www.alfajar.es 

Secundino Hernández 
 Malaga. Until 6 May. Centro de Arte 
Contemporáneo.  
The Madrid artist is exhibiting 38 
canvases representing his work 
over the last five years. 

And Fellini Dreamed of Picasso 
Malaga. Until 13 May. Picasso Mu-
seum 
Federico Fellini once lived in the 
house in Rome that Picasso had 
lived in half a century earlier. He 
never met Picasso but said he dre-
med of him and it was those 

dreams that inspired his latest ex-
hibition in the Picasso Museum.  

Manuel Estrada 
Malaga. Until 18 May. Salas de La 
Coracha, Alameda Principal, 23. 
An exhibition  entitled ‘Pensar, 
dibujar, diseñar’ by Manuel Es-
trada.   

Artistas Independientes 
Álora. Until 2 April. Bar Adeli 
Blanco, C/Santa Ana.  
A collective exhibition. Closed 
Tuesdays.  

Homes Real Estate and Art 
 Fuengirola. Until 6 April. Avda Los 
Boliches, 86.  
Tatjana Popovic Mímica is a Ser-
bian/ Chilean artist living in Mex-
ico. She will be holding an exhibi-
tion of her works entitled Iconos 
Bizantinos. 

Pintura en Primavera 
Torremolinos. From 12 until 27 
April. The cafetería of the Centro 
Cultural Pablo Ruiz Picasso.  
Students from the Universidad 
Popular will be displaying their 
work. 

Artistas Eclécticos 
 Mijas Pueblo. Until 30 March.  
PPrimavera. In the tourist office. An 
exhibition of art by Elaine Carlton, 
Margit Björklund, Richard Wood 
and Sinikka Ahokas-Gröhn. 
Stories in Colour. Clínica 
veterinaria, Av México 21. 
Exhibition by Margit Björklund 
and Sinikka Ahokas-Gröhn. 

ArtFest  
Calahonda. Until 30 March. 
Atlantis PMR, CC Los Olivos.  
The ArtFest is an art competition 
initiated by The Arts Society for all 
affiliated societies worldwide. Ten 
of the Costa del Sol branch mem-
bers are participating. This exhibi-
tion is by appointment only. Call 

952933870 or email:  Teresa@atla-
tinspmr.com More information 
http://www.theartssociety-costa-
delsol.org/ 

Lol Malone 
Mijas. Until 9 April. Centro Cultural 
La Cala . 
‘Musas Hoy’ is the name of this ex-
hibition by Lol Malone. 

Women and Weird Things 
 Nerja. Until 30 March. Sala Munici-
pal de Exposiciones, C/Cristo 14.   
Dutch artist Coby Bloemsma is ex-
hibiting a collection of her paint-
ings and sculpture. 

Art Walk 
 Cómpeta. 31 March, 1, 3, 4 April. Art 
studios and galleries in the village.  
Thirty-five international artists 
will be displaying their work over 
the four days. There will be work-
shops for adults and children and a 
chance to see the artists at work. 
www.artcompeta.com or Face-
book: artcompeta. 

Vientos del Sur  
 Almuñécar. Until 4 April. Casa de la 
Cultura.  
A joint exhibition by Manu J. 
Pacheco and Simone. 

CHARITY 

Fashion Show for Cudeca 
Estepona. 8 April, 2pm. The 
American Club.  
Clothes for men, women and chil-
dren at good prices. Anne: 952 113 
318 

Easter charity dinner 
Benalmádena. 31 March, 8pm. 
Restaurante Club Náutico. 37€  
In aid of Lobo Park and El Refugio 
del Burrito. Glass of cava followed 
by buffet with drink included. Raf-
fle and entertainment by Dave Lee 
‘Dean Martin’. Reservations call: 
633332114 / 654513380 or email 
reservas@clubnautico.es or starba-
bies5@gmail.com   

Secundino Hernández, CAC.

Joint exhibition, Almuñécar.

:: JENNIE RHODES 
NERJA.  Nerja’s annual Resi-
dents’ Day will take place on 
Sunday 8th April from 12pm un-
til 5pm on Plaza de España, be-
hind the Town Hall. 

Residents’ Day has been held 
in recognition of the town’s for-
eign residents, locals and tour-
ists for 19 years. 

This year 37 associations and 
clubs based in the town will be 
participating and each one will 
have an information stall on 
Plaza de España, where mem-
bers will be happy to explain 
the activities of their particu-
lar group. 

In addition to the stalls there 
will be seven bars, each serving 
refreshments and typical food 
from the different countries rep-
resented in Nerja and there will 
be live music and dance per-
formances throughout the af-
ternoon on the stage. 

In case of rain or strong wind, 
Residents’ Day will be post-
poned until the following Sun-
day, 15 April. 

For further information, con-
tact Jacky Gómez at Nerja Town 
Hall Foreigners’ Department by 
email: extranjeros@nerja.es 
(preferable) or phone 952 54 
8401.

Nerja prepares for 
19th Residents’ Day

Stalls in the Plaza del España for Residents’ Day.  ::  SUR

Fellini, Malaga.
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CHARITY 

Suited and Booted 
Calahonda. 31 March, 7.30pm. 
Millenium Bar, C/José Orbaneja  
A special night for Mods and Rock-
ers with Rob Sas, Susan Mohr, Re-
ality and “One Wish” Steve. Lim-
ited tickets are available from Mil-
lenium bar. Call Carlos 663083249 
Funds raised for Cudeca. 

ARCH 
Alhaurín el Grande. 30, 31 March.   
A special fundraising event for 
Easter starts on Good Friday when 
the horse rescue centre will open 
its doors to the public from 11am - 
4pm. There will be a dog show, a 
market and an Easter Egg hunt for 
children. This is followed on Satur-
day with the Ginger Pig hoedown, 
an evening of country and western 
music at the Ginger Pig Country 
pub in Coín. It starts at 7.30pm. 
Tickets 20 euros available from the 
pub or call 628867980 Facebook: 
ARCH 

Queen Machine 
Fuengirola. 21 April, doors open 
7pm. Sohail Castle. 
The concert will  begin with a 
performance by Paul Maxwel, also 
known as piano man. He will be 
followed by the “best group tribute 
to Queen in Europe”, Queen 
Machine, in aid of Cudeca Cancer 
Care Hospice. More information 
henrik@eventhuset.es or call: 
670635786 Tickets: 
www.ticketea.com  

MUSIC & DANCE  

The Wall Bar  
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free. 
66 April. Triniti with Dana Andrews, 
Gianni Piras and Jesús Aranda. A fu-
sion of jazz and blues, Spanish and 
English. 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. Auditorio del Museo 
Picasso  
17 April 8pm. Cuarteto con Fuoco. 
Beethoven’s Quartet nº7 in F 
major, Op50 nº1 and Dvorak’s 
Quarteto Nº14 in A flat major Op 
105, B193. 
www.orquestafilarmonicademala
ga.com 
Malaga. Auditorio Edgar Neville 
13 April, 8pm. The orchestra will 
be playing pieces by Schumann 
(concerto in A minor Op129) with 
cello soloist Dragos Balan and 
Schubert (Simphony nº9 in C 
major ‘La Grande’). 
Malaga. Teatro Cervantes 
5, 6 April 8pm.  
 Conducted by Pablo González, 
the orchestra will play Wagner’s 
Flying Dutchman WWV.63 
(overture). The oboe concerto in D 
major Op 144 by Richard Strauss 
with oboeist Ramón Ortega Quero 
followed in the second half by 
Nielson’s symphony nº5 Op 50.  

http://www.teatrocervantes.com 

Spiders of Marbs 
Benalmádena Costa. 30 March, 
10pm. Bonanza bar. 
The popular David Bowie tribute 
band Spiders from Marbs will be in 
concert. 

Keith James in concert 
Cómpeta. 1 April, 9pm. Galería luz 
de la Vida, C/Laberinto. 
Keith James is one of the most ac-

tive and artistic concert performers 
in the UK. He has performed over 
2,000 concerts in the UK and 
across Europe and has released 14 
CD Albums. Reservations: artcom-
perta@gmail.com  

A Cappella Magic 
Benalmádena. 5 April, 8pm. Sala 
Fortuna, Hotel Torrequebrada.  
The tenth edition of the Spanish 
Association of Barbershop Sing-
ers (SABS) annual convention 
will include Crossroads, an 
American a cappella men’s quar-
tet and Sound House, a British la-
dies quartet. 

Ricky Lavazza 
Benalmádena. 14 April, 8pm. The 
Moonlight Lounge, Sunset Beach 
Hotel. 15€. 
The best of the West End and 
Broadway with Ricky Lavazza, 
Gemma Lloyd, Juliet Williams and 
Fibi McGregor. Tickets www.lava-
productions.rocks or from the ho-
tel  or call: 695887366 

Romantic music 
Cajiz. 19 April, 8pm. El Molino de 
Cajiz.  
Mezzosoprano Simona Mango, 
flautist Guiseppe Nova and pianist 
Ivana Marija Nidovic will be play-
ing pieces by Ravel, Bizet, Fauré, 
Chaminade, Borne, Caplet and 
Sarasate. www.elmolinodeca-
jiz.com 

FLAMENCO  

Flamenco abierto 
Vélez-Málaga. Peña Flamenca 
Niño de Vélez, C/Tejeda 10. 
29, 30, 31 March, 8pm. Samaruco 
Flamenco. 

Flamenco in the Museum  
Malaga. Museo de Arte Flamenco 
Peña Juan Breva, C/Ramón Fran-
quelo. 
31 March, 1pm. Ana Alma-
gro(dance) with Miguel Astorga 
(vocals), José M. Millán ‘Manú’ 
(guitar). 
For information and bookings call 
687 607 526 or email  
info@flamenka.com 

Ana Pastrana 
Nerja. 7 April, 9pm. Centro Cul-
tural Villa de Nerja. 10€. 
Ana Pastrana will be dancing at this  
flamenco performance in Nerja. 

LECTURES  

U3A Lectures 
Fuengirola. Lux Mundi reference 
Library, free to members, guests 
5€. Email: u3afuengi-
rola@gmail.com 
Science and technology: ‘Free will’ 
11 April, 11am-12.30pm. 
Can we reconcile our intuitive 
feelings of ‘free will’ with the 
scientific notion of causality. And 
what are the implications for moral 
responsibility? 

:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. Blaze Bayley, the for-
mer lead singer of British heavy 
metal legends, Iron Maiden, will 
stop off for one show on the Costa 
del Sol during his current world-
tour. Bayley is playing several 
dates in Spain to promote his lat-
est album, Infinite Entanglement, 
which was released earlier this 
month. The tour has already 
passed through the UK, Belgium, 
France and Germany, and Bayley 
will perform in Barcelona, Valen-
cia, Zaragoza and Madrid, before 
his gig in Malaga on Saturday 14 
April. 

Bayley started his musical ca-
reer as the lead vocalist of Wolfes-
bane, an English heavy rock band 
who received considerable suc-
cess with their 1989 debut album, 
Live Fast, Die Fast. Wolfesbane 
were the supporting act on Iron 
Maiden’s UK leg of their No 
Prayers on the Road tour in 1990. 
Bayley’s career elevated to global 
heights when he joined the band, 
with whom he toured extensively 
between 1994 and 1999. 

The show, organised by BigM 
Promotions, will be held in the 

Sala Paris 15 in Malaga. Bayley will 
be supported by renowned rock 
guitarist, Luke Appleton. Apple-
ton is also guitarist with UK metal 
band, Resolva, who have toured 
the world with legendary rock 
bands like Saxon and Iced Earth.  

Tickets for the concert, which 
begins at 10pm, cost 17 euros. For 
more information: www.costa-
deldisco.com 

Heavy metal hits Malaga

Blaze Bayley (centre) with the legendary Iron Maiden. :: SUR         

 What: Heavy metal concert 

 Where: Sala Paris 15, Calle 
La Orotava, 27, Malaga.  

 When: Saturday 14 April. 
10pm. 

INFORMATION

Ricky Lavazza, Benalmádena.

Keith James, Cómpeta

Barber shop, Benalmádena
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SScience and Crime – ‘Beyond DNA’  
25 April, 11am-12.30pm. 
What have been the developments 
in the scientific detection of crime 
since DNA Fingerprinting in 1985? 
How close are we now to getting a 
complete picture of a culprit from a 
sample of his DNA? 
 
‘The science of stress ‘ 
9 May, 11am-12.30pm. 
A video of a Royal Institution talk 
where three professors look at 
different aspects of stress from 
psychology to physiology including 
psychosocial factors. 
 
Torrox. Restaurante Parquesol, El 
Morche, 11am. Free. www.u3aaxar-
quia.com  
Brexit and how it will affect you 
here in Spain - the story so far 
13 April, 11am 
Myra Cecilia Azzopardi from the 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau Spain has 
examined the UK/EU agreement in 

detail and is well qualified to 
provide reliable, independent 
advice on your acquired rights, 
freedoms and resident status as a 
European citizen. 

Lux Mundi talk 
Fuengirola. 24 April, midday. Fun-
dación Lux Mundi, C/Nueva. 15€. 
A talk about the country, customs 
and people of Colombia, finishing 
off with a lunch of typical Colom-
bian food. Reservations: www.lux-
mundi.org or call  952474 840 or e-
mail: luxmundif@gmail.com   

Lux Mundi Art Appreciation 
Torre del Mar. 16 April, 10.30am. 
Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre, 
Avda Moscatel. 2€. 
“The Private Life of Masterpieces” 
The Kiss by Klimt. After watching 
the BBC arts documentary there 
will be a discussion.   

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 
MALAGA. From 6 to 8 April the 
Palacio de Ferias y Congresos 
(Fycma) will be hosting the tenth 
edition of the Natura Málaga, Feria 
de Vida Saludable y Sostenible, a 
fair to promote healthy and sus-
tainable lifestyles.  

Around twenty workshops and 
activities have been arranged for 
the public to take part in, all aimed 
at improving physical and emo-
tional wellbeing. Among them will 
be opportunities to try out various 
types of yoga, pilates, kinesiology 
and quiromassage. There is also a 
workshop on the growth and nu-
trition of children. 

The yoga sessions will be organ-
ised by the Instituto de Estudios 
del Yoga and will cover various ar-
eas such as yoga dance, mindful-
ness, miofascial, Kundalini yoga, 
Yin yoga and pure Indian hatha 
Yoga. There will also be classes for 
mantras and meditation with Ti-
betan bowl music. A series of work-
shops will explain how yoga can 
help physical and emotional con-
ditions such as back care and intro-
spection and self knowledge. 

The physical activities, with the 

backing of the Organización Natu-
ropática ‘VIX Natura Regeneratrix’ 
Fenaco, are aimed at all age groups, 
including quiromassage for chil-
dren. Aspects that link nutrition 
and children’s growth, such as ad-
vice on how to help a baby relax 
when suffering from colic and vege-
tarian diets for kids, will also be dis-
cussed.  

The full programme can be found 
at: http://naturamalaga.malaga.eu/

Emotional and physical 
health fair and workshops

Where. Palacio de Ferias y Con-
gresos, Malaga. 

What. Workshops and activi-
ties to promote physical and emo-
tional health and wellbeing. 

When. 6-8 April

INFORMATION

Natura Malaga last year. :: SUR.

Klimt, Lux Mundi Art.

Ana Pastrana, Nerja.
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EVENTS  

Horticultural Fair 
 Benalmádena. Until 1 April, La 
Paloma Park 
The 12th edition of the Feria de 
Plantas de Colección is being held 
in Paloma Park from today Friday 
until Sunday 1 April. It will house 
collections of unusual and rare 
plants as well as spring bedding etc. 
www.benalmadena.es 

Artesan market 
 Torremolinos. Until 31 March, La 

Carihuela, Plaza Chiriva. 
The association Asociación Atenea 
de Artesanos y Artesanas Torremo-
linos will be holding a craft market 
over Easter. 

Lord of the Flies 
 Fuengirola.  6-10 April 7.30pm, 7pm 
on Sunday. Salon Varietés.  
A terrifying and haunting story of 
schoolboys and savagery. adapted 
for stage by Nigel Williams. 

Trip to Priego de Córdoba 
Fuengirola. 18 April departing 
8.25am from bullring and 8.20am 

Feria ground. 25€ 
Full details contact Fundación Lux 
Mundi Fuengirola, C/Nueva 3. Tel: 
952474840 

Excursion to Puente Genil 
Torre del Mar. 12 April. Various de-
parture points. 25€ 
Guided visit of the town, the 
quince factory, museums and 
original electricity works. Lux 
Mundi Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 
334 or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org 

Trip to Gibraltar 
Torre del Mar. 19 April, 17 May, 21 
June. Various departure points. 12€. 
Passport required.  Lux Mundi 
Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or 
e-mail: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Royal British Legion Cruise 
Mollina. 15 November. 
The cruise around the central 
Mediterranean area will com-
mence on 15 November and will 
be for seven nights, eight days. 
Prices range from 850 -955 € de-
pending on choice of cabin. Or-
ganised in conjunction with 
Halcón viajes and Pullmantur. 
More deetails from: jfloresmo-
lina@halcon-viajes.es or call 
Dave Punshon 689455704 or 
email: pun-
shon.dave@gmail.com 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-
niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
The Party: 19.30. 
The Shape of Water: 20.00. 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
Peter Rabbit: 12.00, 16.50 (every 
day). 
Ready Player One: 12.15 (every 
day); 17.00, 19.45, 22.30 (Mon, 
Tues, Thurs). 
Loving Pablo: 19.30, 22.0 (Tues). 
The Equalizer: 18.05, 20.15 
(Tues). 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Peter Rabbit: 12.10, 16.00, 18.00. 
Ready Player One: 12.00, 16.20, 
19.00, 21.40, 00.20. 
The Shape of Water:  21.50 
(Tues).  
Red Sparrow: 20.00 (Tues). 

The Equalizer: 18.05, 20.10 
(Tues). 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
Tomb Raider: 15.40 (Fri-Sun).  
All The Money In The World: 
15.40 (Fri-Sun); 17.00 (Mon-
Thurs). 
Ready Player One: 15.40, 17.30 
(Fri-Sun); 17.00, 21.45 (Mon-
Thurs). 
Loving Pablo: 19.45 (Fri-Sun); 
17.00 (Mon-Thurs). 
Peter Rabbit: 11.45 (Sun); 15.40, 
18.20 Fri-Sun); 17.15 (Mon-Thurs). 
Early Man: 11.45 (Sun). 
Red Sparrow:  15.40, 22.15 (Fri-
Sun); 19.30 (Mon-Thurs). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Ready Player One: 14.00 (Fri, Sat, 
Sun), 17.00 (every day). 
The Equalizer:  12.50 (Fri, Sat, 
Sun); 15.45 (Tues, Wed). 
Peter Rabbit: 15.30 (Fri, Sat, 
Sun). 
Pacific Ring Insurrection: 15.30 
(Fri, Sat, Sun). 

Live screenings of opera and 
ballet and theatre   
www. yelmocines.es   
Cosi Fan Tutte, Met opera. 31 
March, 18.55 (Plaza Mayor, 
Rincón de la Victoria, Víalia) 
Giselle, Bolshoi Ballet. 10 April, 
20.15 (Plaza Mayor, Rincón de la 
Victoria, Víalia).

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 
BENALMÁDENA. The first edi-
tion of the South Spain Boat Show 
opened this week, offering sail-
ing lovers a new showcase where 
they can see new and second 
hand boats.  

Rodman, Sessa Marine, Star-
fisher, Monterrey, Pronautica, 
Dipol Glass, Suzuki, Volvo and 
the new Sessa Key Largo 27 in-
board. Pronautica presents three 
of its models, the 660, the new 
25 foot and the sea all-terrain 
880 Hard Top; as well as the  Rod-
man 1040, several models of 
Monterrey, Dipol Glass and sec-
ond hand boats. 

Recognised Malaga companies 
in the sector are participating in 
the event, which seeks to revi-
talise the market and tourism in 
the province. 

The exhibition covers 2,500 
square metres and will be located 
in the boatyard at the port in 
Benalmádena. There is also a mar-
quee set up on the esplanade for 
visitors. 

The show is not just a commer-
cial space for lovers of these types 

of boats: “We also want to en-
courage activities related to navi-
gation at sea and give basic in-
formation on boat handling,” said 
the organisers.  

Over thirty new and second 
hand boats are at the show offer-
ing “a great opportunity to ex-
perience the passion for the sea 
and to buy boats at a good price”, 
said José Manuel Antón, repre-
sentative of Yachting Spain, one 
of the exhibitors participating at 
the boat show.

The South Spain Boat Show 
opens in Benalmádena

Where. Port of Benalmádena. 

What. A range of boats from va-
rious well known companies. 

When. Until 31 March. 10am-
7pm 

Visitor registration. www.va-
raderobenalmadena.com or call: 
9525647 00

INFORMATION

Luxury boats moored at Benalmádena. :: SUR.

Plant Fair, Benalmadena.
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The olive mill in Bobadilla 
was presented with the  
prize for the best olive oil 
in the Frutado Verde 
Amargo category  

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

ANTEQUERA. The organic extra 
virgin olive oil that is produced by  
Finca La Torre in Bobadilla, near An-
tequera, continues to win awards  in 
national and international compe-
titions. After recently winning the 
Best Extra Virgin Olive Oil in the 
Province of Malaga in the Frutado 
Verde Intenso category, the An-
tequera olive mill has achieved the 

impossible: its distinction for the 
fifth time in six years with the Food 
Award of Spain as Best Extra Virgin 
Olive Oil of 2017-2018, granted by 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisher-
ies, Food and Environment.  

This small business produces be-
tween 80,000 and 100,000 litres of 
olive oil a year. Since 2012, Finca la 
Torre has achieved the highest dis-
tinction as Best Extra Virgin Olive 
Oil, in five editions of the Food 
Awards of Spain, this time winning 
in the Frutado Verde Amargo cate-
gory. In 2016 the company only made 
it as far as the finals. Quite an achieve-
ment, considering that in Spain, as 
the world’s largest olive producer, 
there are many companies that pro-

duce an EVOO of excellent quality. 
The government grants these 

awards to help promote the highest 
quality Spanish virgin olive oils and 
encourage producers to make and 
market them. They also aim to im-
prove the image and position of the 
olive oil market and encourage con-
sumers to appreciate some of the sen-
sory characteristics of olive oil.  

Finca la Torre sells its EVOO in 
25 countries, including the United 
States, Mexico, Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Japan, South Ko-
rea, Australia, Italy, the Czech Re-
public, Switzerland, Sweden and 
Denmark, as well as in the Middle 
East. 

Thanks to its numerous awards, 

the Bobadilla oil mill has managed 
to triple its turnover over the past 
three years. By 2018, the company 
is looking to increase sales to 1.2 
million euros, which shows how 
its commitment to excellent qual-

ity is leading it to live a constant 
evolution. 

Finca la Torre is owned by the 
company Agriculura Holding AG of 
Switzerland and is headed by 
agronomist Víctor Pérez.

Finca La Torre wins a national Best Extra Virgin 
Olive Oil award for the fifth time in six years 

Victor Pérez, director of Finca la Torre, alongside some of the oil processing equipment. :: A. P.
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E
veryone knows that 
70% of new commercial 
ventures don’t make it 
through their first year, 

and in the case of technology 
start-ups the figure is even 
higher. We also know that in the 
USA there is nothing shameful 
about failures featuring in a CV, 
and indeed they are almost 
obligatory. 

With hindsight is it easy to see 
why some companies failed, and 
we have to wonder how they ever 
got financed in the first place. 
Would we have been enthusiastic 
about an idea born in Finland, 
where Tuure Parkkinen was con-
cerned about the amount of res-
taurant and takeaway meals that 
were finishing up in the rubbish 
bin – apparently 85 million kilos 
annually of the food prepared for 
customers, or 20% of the total? 

ResQ is an app that connects 
restaurants with surplus food to 
people in their areas who will buy 
it at a discount, sometimes as 
high as 70%. In just two years 
there are 70,000 registered users, 
and the formula is available in 15 
Finnish cities and towns, and 22 
in Sweden. It has also spread to 
Germany, Estonia, Holland and 
even Malaysia. A total of 300 res-
taurants participate. Clearly the 
secret of its success is simplicity. 
Once the user has selected the 
meal and paid online, it is only 

necessary to collect the food. If 
they are fortunate it is often pos-
sible to find a kind-hearted chef at 
the end of his shift prepared to 
cook a meal in the restaurant for 
the lucky subscriber. Not just res-
taurants but fast food places, bak-
eries and the like are listed. All 
the provider has to do is publish a 
picture of the food available and 
the price, and the rest is techno-
logically achieved. 

Would such a scheme work 
here with tapa bars, takeaways 
and regular restaurants? We shall 
soon find out as ResQ has its 
sights set on Spain to open in the 
short term.

ANDREW J. LINN 

AN APP TO END                            

WASTAGE

Marqués de Vizhoya 

There are many wines that for 
geographical reasons fall outside 
one of the officially recognised re-
gions, meaning they cannot use 
the title of the area on their labels 
and therefore prices are lower. 
This wine is one 
of them, and 
comes from the 
white Rías Baíxas 
zone, previously 
Albariño (which 
is the grape vari-
ety). Marvellous 
value at 5.50 
euros

WINE OF THE WEEK

:: JOSÉ MANUEL ALDAY 

MALAGA. The second annual Na-
guar world tripe championship was 
held in Oviedo last month and com-
petitors included chefs from Mich-
elin starred restaurants around the 
world. 

The competition was for the best 
cooked tripe dish and the 
Casa Carlos bar at La 
Malagueta in 
Malaga city was 
selected to take 
part.  

D o l o r e s  
V e r d u g o  
Macho has 
been mak-
ing ‘callos’ 
at the bar 
since she 
was 25 years 
old and she is 
still cooking 
them now she is 
81. She keeps the 
recipe that has made her 
dish so famous a closely 
guarded secret. 

“We can give you the recipe, but 
you would have to take my mother 
too, she gives a special touch to 
the dish adding a few spices here 
and there,” joke her two daugh-
ters, Carmen and Dolores Mejías 

V e r d u g o ,  
who have 
been run-
ning the 
bar.  

The dif-
ference in 

the ‘callos’ 
from Malaga 

to those from 
other places are 

the chickpeas, ex-
plain the women.   

“The ‘callos malagueña’ that 
we prepare contains veal stomach, 
pig’s feet and ears, chickpeas, cho-
rizo, blood sausage and spices.”  

Fridays are ‘callos’ days and 
plenty of customers come in to buy 
them to eat at home.  

“We have been serving home- 

cooked  food for many years. Things 
were difficult after the nearby 
courts closed but business is slowly 
taking off again little by little and 
we are aware that tourists like our 
dishes too,” they point out.  

Although the bar didn’t win the 
competition this year (the prized 
golden statue which represents 
half a pig and half cow was won by 
El Mesón de Gonzalo, in Sala-
manca), “we are very proud to have 
represented the traditional cuisine 
of Malaga, with ingredients and 
products from Malaga,” say the sis-
ters.  

The bar  was one of the first to 
join the Sabor a Málaga group, a 
promotional brand that aims to 
give the food of the province a 
global identity.

Dolores Verdugo Macho preparing tripe. :: SUR

The restaurant Casa 
Carlos at La Malagueta 
has been preparing 
‘callos’ since 1936 and 
took part in the world 
tripe competition

World class Malaga tripe 

for the best 
and the 
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The club will claim all of 
its parachute payments 
in the first year in a bid to 
regain top-flight status at 
the first time of asking  

:: SUR DEPORTES 
MALAGA. Relegation to Segunda 
is a formality. Though not mathe-
matically confirmed, Malaga are 
already looking towards life out-
side the top flight but have their 
sights  firmly set on an immediate 
return.  

The club has already expressed 
to La Liga its wish to claim its rele-
gation ‘parachute payment’ in full 
in the first season after relegation 
(it is normally done in two), in or-
der to compensate for the loss of 
television revenue and invest in a 
squad capable of launching a pro-
motion push. 

According to calculations made 
by the club, the figure they will 
receive, across four payments be-
tween September and December, 
is in the region of 21 million euros. 
This is more than double the fig-
ure received by Sporting Gijón 
when they were relegated last year, 
owing to the fact that Malaga have 
been in the top flight for the past 
ten years and their television re-
ceipts have consistently been in 
the top ten in the division, includ-
ing this year if projections are to 
be believed. 

A squad losing value 
This amount will cover some of 
the expected 80 per cent reduc-
tion in TV money, with some left 
over to spare to invest in a playing 
squad which has also lost signifi-
cant value in recent years. 

Malaga was the only La Liga 
team during this international 
break not to lose a single player for 
international duty. Just a year ago, 
the club had seven players who 
were regulars with their national 
teams (Roberto Rosales, Mikel Vil-
lanueva, Adalberto Peñaranda and 
Juanpi with Venezuela; Bakary 
Koné with Burkina Faso; Denys 
Boyko with Ukraine; and Federico 
Ricca with Uruguay) while Youssef 

En-Nesyri received occasional call-
ups by Morocco. 

The result, according to Transfer-
markt.es, is a fall in value in the play-
ing staff to 53.9 million euros, down 
from 80.6 at the end of last season.  

Adjusted to the level 
However, Malaga have the unusual 
advantage of having several play-
ers on their roster already adjusted 
to the required level next year. 

Youngsters Javi Ontiveros and 
Álex Mula have enjoyed regular 
football on loan spells at Vallado-
lid and Tenerife, respectively, this 
campaign and could go straight 
into the first team next year.  

Likewise, Michael Santos and 
Jony, two players out of their depth 
in La Liga, are enjoying a new lease 
of life on loan at Sporting Gijón 
and could be earning a second 
chance at La Rosaleda, depending 
of course on who will be sitting in 
the dugout next year. 

All out for an immediate La Liga return
Planning is already well under way for the Blue and Whites’ inevitable relegation to Segunda

SEASON TICKET HOLDER NUMBERS AT LA ROSALEDA
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   A LOOK AT LA LIGA

The Spain national team manager 
is trying hard to disguise his de-
light but deep down he has to be 
the most satisfied of all those pre-
paring for this summer’s World 
Cup Finals.  

While most of his counterparts 
are trying to fill a plane with play-
ers worthy enough to perform at 
the ultimate tournament, Julen 
Lopetegui’s only dilemma is who 
to leave at home.  

Their performance against Ar-
gentina (match report on page 
60), who had been fourth-ranked 
by FIFA until last Tuesday, was 
so outstanding that the support-
ers were screaming ‘¡ólé!’ after 
every pass after only twenty eight 
minutes.  

It’s true that the South Ameri-
cans didn’t have the best player 
in the world at their disposal. Li-
onel Messi was barely able to 
watch from the stands. Kun 
Agüero and Angel Di María were 
missing too.  

Spain countered this by scor-
ing six goals without the talents 
of their most outstanding indi-
vidual David Silva and the influ-
ence of Sergi Busquets. Argentina 
missed individuals, Spain have a 
squad so strong they don’t rely 
on any single player.  

The well of talent is so deep, 
Lopetegui will be calling Álvaro 
Morata to tell him to make holi-
day plans for the summer. He’s 
not alone. If Cesc Fàbregas, An-

der Herrera and Juan Mata quali-
fied for say England, they’d be al-
most certain starters. None of the 
three will be considered.  

Spain have cover in every po-
sition. David De Gea keeps goal 
but Kepa Arrizabalaga is an able 
deputy.  

The back four is world class. 
The odd couple Gerard Piqué and 
Sergio Ramos, flanked by Dani 
Carvajal and Jordi Alba.  

Andrés Iniesta leads the mid-
field, backed up by Busquets and 
Koke.  

David Silva is one of the out-
standing individuals but Marco 
Asensio and Isco could emerge from 
the World Cup as true legends.  

I’ve named eleven already 
without the consideration of a 
centre forward. Spain have played 
without one previously and can 
do it again, however Lopetegui’s 
style has been to play with at least 
one central striker.  

Diego Costa was the chosen 
one in the qualifiers but lost his 

place with his early sabbatical. 
He bounced back with a brave 
goal against Argentina.  

His replacement Rodrigo  
slipped into the system with goals 
against Albania and Germany.  

You can’t rule out Iago Aspas 
who looked to be third choice and 
unlikely until he came on to score 
one and set up two at the Metro-
politano on Tuesday. He is the 
top-scoring Spaniard in La Liga 
and deserves to be a back-up.  

There’s not enough space to 
mention all of the back-ups in the 
party but there’s an international-
class replacement in every area, 
with maybe the exception of cen-
tre half, where there’s only Nacho.  

Just imagine if Lionel Messi 
had pledged his allegiance to 
Spain as a teenager instead of the 
country he left behind as a kid?  
There would only have been one 
team in it this summer.  

The bookies make Spain fourth 
favourites to win the World Cup. 
Grab the odds while you can.

ROB PALMER
Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

Julen Lopetegui has 
an almost impossible 
task in deciding who 
to leave at home for 
the World Cup

A dilemma like no other

The Spain coach (centre) has a tough choice to make. :: EFE

Filling La Rosaleda 
While television money makes up 
a sizeable proportion of the club’s 
takings, ensuring that fans keep 
coming to watch their team in Se-
gunda is a cause of great concern 
for directors at the club. 

With more than 25,000 people 
currently season ticket holders, 
the second highest level in history 
(the highest was 26,500 when the 
team was in the Champions 
League), the club is aware that 
many of these are unlikely to want 
to renew, given the way in which 
the sporting project has taken a 
steep nosedive. 

It is estimated that season tick-
ets have generated five million 
euros of revenue this year, in ad-
dition to a considerable sum (as 
yet unconfirmed) for tickets for 
one-off games. The significant drop 
in standard in visiting teams 
(namely the ‘big boys’) will see 
these sales hit most.  

Though there are examples of 
teams gaining a greater following 
after relegation (due to a number 
of factors including a drop in prices, 
more favourable scheduling and a 
greater choice of seat), the last time 
Malaga were relegated, in 2006, 
sales dropped to just above 12,000, 
then fell again to 11,000 after a dis-
astrous first year back in Segunda. 

However, with the renewal cam-
paign running well into the new 
season, the figure rose to 14,254 
after seven wins from the first 
seven games. 

This time, with the club aspir-
ing to return to La Liga at the first 
time of asking, it is hoped that fans 
will be excited by the overhaul of 
the squad - an operation which 
could have disastrous consequences 
if done badly (as was the case last 
summer). 

Now, more so than ever, the 
summer is of major importance for 
the future of Malaga CF. Planning 
has already begun and the club 
needs to get it right.

14,254 
The number of season ticket 
holders for the last campaign 
Malaga competed in Segunda, 
2007-2008. The club ended the 
sales campaign well into the sea-
son, which saw fans sign up af-
ter watching their team win the 
first seven games in a row.

IN FIGURES

21 million 
This is the amount the club stands 
to receive next season as so-called 
parachute payments from La Liga 
following their relegation.

Shirt sponsorship 
deal to expire in June  

The contract with Malaga’s main 
shirt sponsors, betting company 
Marathonbet, expires in June 
and is yet another issue that the 
club needs to resolve going for-
ward. 

Though the company had an 
option to extend its existing 
deal for a third year, it is under-
stood that terms will have to be 
renegotiated should a new deal 
be signed because of the club’s 
impending relegation. 

The current deal is worth 1.5 
million euros a year and was a 
major landmark for the club af-
ter going several years without 
any main sponsor. However, this 
figure will drop despite Mara-
thonbet’s willingness to adver-
tise in Segunda. 

Malaga’s other sponsorship 
deals are not likely to be in jeop-
ardy. Shirt manufactorers Nike 
will continue to make the side’s 
kits but have never provided the 
club with any income, apart 
from the profits raised from 
sales of merchandising across 
the club’s outlets.

z·   Contributors to this article : 
Antonio Góngora, Sergio Cortés, 
Pedro Luis Alonso, Daryl Finch. 
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:: OPTA 

LORCA (MURCIA). It may have 
ended scoreless, but Saturday’s clash 
between Lorca Deportiva and Mar-
bella was nonetheless a game of two 
halves. In the first, the hosts see-
med the better side, but Marbella 
really came intotheir own in the se-
cond. Neither team, however, we 
able to take their chances in the 
windy conditions. 

Lorca’s stunning start surprised 
Marbella. In the first ten minutes the 
home side had two excellent goals-
coring opportunities. Chirri was a 
real menace on the right wing, ac-
ting as provider-in-chief for Saura 
and Rodríguez. 

In the fifth minute, Chirri himself 
saw his low shot pushed away by Wil-
fred at full stretch. Three minutes la-
ter, Chirri cut through the Marbella 
defence into a dangerous possession 
and tried to cross it in to Javi Suara, 
but Wilfred anticipated this and 
plucked the ball from the air. 

Later in the half, Marbella won 
more possession but looked as if they 
had little idea of how best to utilise 
it. Lorca played aggressively and shut 

down the passing lanes. Añón took 
a long shot around the 30-minute 
mark, but it was guided over the 
crossbar by a diving Simón. 

Marbella keeper Wilfred saved his 
team twice in the 31st and 32nd mi-
nute, respectively. The first was a clo-
se-range shot from Juan Arcas and 
the second an effort from distance 
from Chirri.  

The second half was very different 
from the first. Marbella controlled 
possession and the rhythm of the 
match, but were unable to find a way 

past Simón. 
Their best attempts came from a 

long-range Añón effort, a precise cur-
led shot from Juanfran inside the 
box, and a powerful attempt from 
Álex Bernal. 

Overall, Lorca won the tactical 
battle against an underwhelming 
Marbella side seemingly intent on 
maintaining a so-called “English 
average” (winning at home and dra-
wing away). 

 Their next match is against  Lin-
ense on Saturday.

Juanfran controls the ball in the Lorca box. :: OPTA

Marbella underwhelming  in 
goalless draw in Lorca

The Costa side remain top despite Cartagena’s victory over Jumilla

:: SUR 

GIBRALTAR. A young Gibraltar 
side did their country proud as 
they secured only their second 
ever win a UEFA-affiliated na-
tion in a friendly match on home 
soil on Sunday. 

The side saw off Latvia by a 
goal to nil in their first game on 
the Rock for two years, having 
played their home World Cup 
qualifiers in nearby Faro. 

The Victoria Stadium was full 
for the side’s homecoming and 
the team did not disappoint. 

Despite a number of players, 
including Mikey Yome and John 
Paul Duarte, withdrawing from 
the squad through injury, added 
to a last-minute knock to Joseph 
Chipolina, the youngsters called 
up from the under-21 side in their 
place stepped up to the plate. 

The home side, backed by their 
passionate fans, restricted Lat-
via and held them until the 88th 
minute when Liam Walker’s 
freekick deflected off the wall to 
wrongfoot the goalkeeper and 
give his side a historic victory 
and their first goal on home soil 
in four years.

Landmark win for 
Gibraltar as they 
beat Latvia in first 
game on the Rock 
in two years

The Real Madrid 
midfielder is a key man 
in Lopetegui’s set-up and 
is certain to star at the 
upcoming World Cup 

:: DARYL FINCH 

Julen Lopetegui may not have 
learned much from his side’s rou-
tine 6-1 friendly win against Ar-
gentina on Tuesday night, but the 
one thing  he will now be certain 
of is that Isco has to be a key part 
of his side for the World Cup. 

Zinedine Zidane might not feel 
the same way when picking his 
Real Madrid side, but for Spain, 
everything ticks with the 
Benalmádena man in the team. 

He was majestic at the Wanda 
Metropolitano, seamlessly link-
ing defence and attack and bagging 
three impressive goals of his own 
before receiving a standing ova-
tion. 

Argentina, without their talis-
man Lionel Messi, were made to 
look distinctly average by the hosts 
who took an early lead in the 12th 
minute courtesy of the brute force 
of Diego Costa. The Atlético for-
ward, making his first start for the 
national team after a nine-month 
hiatus, bundled the ball through 
keeper Sergio Romero who had to 
be withdrawn because of injury.  

Isco doubled the lead just 15 
minutes later as he swept home a 
flowing attacking move past for-
mer Malaga keeper Willy Cabal-
lero. 

The visitors were handed a life-
line going into half time when Ni-
colás Otamendi’s header was mis-
judged by David de Gea and halved 
the deficit. 

However, La Roja blew their op-
ponents away in a second half dur-
ing which  Jorge Sampaoli’s side 
didn’t stand a chance. Isco and Thi-
ago scored two in quick succession 
in the 52nd and 55th minute, re-
spectively, before a sublime bit of 
skill from Gerard Piqué in front of 
his own goal earned him an un-
characteristically warm reception 
as he was given a rest. 

Another quickfire double from 
substitute Iago Aspas, who beat 
Caballero to a long ball, and Isco 
again finished off the tie for good 
with 20 minutes still remaining. 

This meant there was enough 
time for both Marcos Alonso and 
Dani Parejo to get their first full 
caps and for the fans to enjoy an 
exhibition in football. 

Following the match, Isco ex-
pressed his delight at getting his 
first professional hattrick and ad-
mitted that he relishes playing for 
his country because he has “the 
confidence of the coach”. 

“Perhaps at Real Madrid the 
problem is that I haven’t quite 
earned it yet,” he admitted.

Isco bags first 
hattrick in historic 
rout of Argentina

Sergio Ramos kisses the boot of the hattrick hero. :: JUAN MEDINA / REUTERS

:: RODRIGO ERRASTI 

The meeting of the last two world 
champions produced an entertain-
ing draw in Düsseldorf on Friday 
night. 

Spain took an early lead when 
Rodrigo smashed home from Andrés 
Iniesta’s pass in the sixth minute, 
but the reigning champions equal-

ised through Thomas Muller’s 25-
yard curling effort half an hour later. 

Though the visitors dominated 
the ball and produced some out-
standing passages of play, Germany 
were more efficient in possession 
and carved out good chances for 
Mats Hummels and Toni Kroos in 
the second half.

World champions hold dominant 
Spain to a draw in Düsseldorf

GGIBRALTAR 1  LATVIA  0

SPAIN 6  ARGENTINA  1
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:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. Trocadero Marbella 
Rugby Club brought the curtain down 
on their  season with a convincing 
victory over CD Arquitectura on Sat-
urday in front of 400 fans at Bahía’s 
Park who made the effort to see their 
team play despite the weather. 

After 22 intense matchdays, the 
team end the season in seventh po-
sition in group C of the División de 

Honor B. In their second season in 
the silver category, the team have 
improved on their performance com-
pared to the previous year, and have 
set the objective of promotion to the 
upper echelons of Spanish rugby 
within the next three years. 

A good end to the season 
Santi Pando was the top scorer with 
three tries to his name, all three of 

which were converted by Lupi 
Rinero. In the first half the local side 
were dominant, maintaining posses-
sion, posing an attacking threat and 
winning the first half by a convinc-
ing 17-0. However, rugby is full of 
surprises and the Madrid side came 
out with renewed vigour, scoring 24 
points in a whitewash. Trocadero 
Marbella were missing two players 
during this period, with a temporary 
exclusion for Stefano Tucconi and a 
red card for Jorge Rodríguez.  

However, the local side managed 
to score two more converted tries 
in the closing stages, once they had 
stemmed the tide. 

Over the season, Marbella have 
had eleven victories and eleven de-
feats, a respectable tally for a side still 
adjusting to the second division.

The event returns to the 
Costa once again after 
last year’s huge success, 
but this time the city will 
stage the coveted final   

:: JUAN CALDERÓN 

MALAGA.  The world’s top BMX ex-
perts will arrive in Malaga at the end 
of September to compete for the ti-
tle of world champion.  American 
company Vans confirmed the Rubén 
Alcántara skatepark as the venue for 
the event during its presentation of 
the 2018 programme. 

In 2017 it came as a surprise when 
the city was chosen as one of the lo-
cations for a world tour qualifier. Bik-
ers from all over the globe came to 
the park, which has quickly become 
regarded as one of the best in the 
world. 

The quality of the bowl designed 
by Rubén Alcántara was the princi-
pal factor behind the decision made 
by Vans, but also the hugely positive 
experience of last year, with great in-
terest shown by the general public 
and both local and international press. 

Malaga will not only host the fi-
nal of the European Tour, which will 
be held on 21 September, but also 
will host the World Tour finals on 
22 and 23 of the same month. 

The latter competition got under 

way at the end of last week in San-
tiago (Chile) and will visit Sydney 
(Australia) on 27 April; Woodward, 
Pennsylvania in June; Huntington 
Beach, California in the United 
States and Guadalajara, Mexico. The 
finals will then take place in Malaga, 
the only European destination. 

The sporting director of Vans 
BMX Pro Cup, Jerry Badders, con-
firmed that Malaga will host the fi-
nals, stating: “Rubén Alcántara park 
is made for BMX. Last year, the at-

mosphere and the professionalism 
was incredible in Malaga and we’re 
sure it will be the same this time 
around.” 

The 2017 edition was won by the 
American Chase Hawk, joined on 
the podium by the Canadian Corey 
Walsh and Spaniard Sergio Layos. 

Last year’s qualifier in Malaga 
started strangely after the city’s 
mayor, Francisco de la Torre, suf-
fered a fall after trying to copy the 
moves of the bikers inside the bowl.

Malaga to host BMX World 
Tour final this September

:: SUR 

MARBELLA. The Casino Admiral 
Trophy in Marbella draws to a close 
this weekend, but there won’t be a 
Spanish winner in its inaugural year. 

The ATP Challenger, which got 
under way at the Puente Romano 
tennis club on Saturday, had by 
Wednesday lost all of its Spanish 
participants. 

The first round was disastrous 
for the local players with Adrián 
Menéndez, Tommy Robredo and 
Marcel Granollers all crashing 
out, leaving only youngster Ale-
jandro Davidovich, Enrique López 
and Roberto Caballés in the round 
of 16. 

The former, Wimbledon junior 

champion, then lost out to Argen-
tinian Marco Trungelliti 6-3 6-3 
on Wednesday in the early game 
on centre court before Belgian 
Kimmer Coppejans eliminated 
Caballés 2-6 6-3 6-1 and Italian Ste-
fano Travaglia ended López’s tour-
nament, 6-7 6-2 7-5. 

Tickets are still available for the 
semifinals and final which will take 
place today, Friday, and tomorrow, 
Saturday, respectively. 

Today’s games on centre court 
will take place at 11am and 3pm with 
tickets, which can be purchased 
from www.marbellachallenger.com, 
costing 10 euros. 

Saturday’s final will be played at 
5pm and tickets cost 15 euros.

Casino Admiral Trophy 
reaches its climax

Rubén Alcántara skatepark is a world-class venue. :: ÑITO SALAS

Alejandro Davidovich in action on Tuesday. :: SUR

Lupi Rinero attempts a conversion. :: J. RODRÍGUEZ

Trocadero Marbella finish 
the season with a 
prestigious victory
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 Basketball. Following a disappointing showing in the Euroleague against Brose 
Baskets on Friday (93-88), which confirmed their elimination from the tournament, 
Unicaja were hoping to react in the Andalusian derby away at Betis on Sunday in the 
league (pictured). However, despite pushing their rivals to the final whistle, the 
Malaga side lost 89-88. ::  AGENCIA LOF

 Inline hockey. The region’s young inline hockey players faced off in 
Fuengirola on Saturday in the latest round of Liga Andaluza fixtures. The 
Fuengirola Lions teams picked up four wins from five across the benjamin, 
alevin and infantil categories. :: JIRKKA JURVANEN 

 Formula 1. McLaren driver Fernando Alonso placed fifth in the Australian Grand 
Prix in Melbourne, the first race of the season. This impressive showing will go some 
way to silencing some of his critics for the time being at least. Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel 
came in first ahead of Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton. :: EFE

X Lawn bowls. 
The Champion of 
Champions competi-
tion was held recently 
at Santa Maria Bowls 
Club to find Malaga 
province’s Lady and 
Gents Champions. 
Nine men and seven 
ladies battled against 
each other trying to 
reach 21 shots first. 
Overall winners were 
Val Thornton and 
Garry Aldridge.  :: SUR

 Polo. Cria PX-La Isla came out on top in the opening tournament of 
the season at Santa María Polo Club in Sotogrande on Sunday. The team 
made up by Xeres González, Rosendo Torreguitar, Pelayo Berazadi and Pe-
dro Beca beat Sapphire-Bayswater 8-5 in the final. :: SUR
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Benalmádena 

PENTHOUSE, large sunny terrace 
with sea views. Garage, storeroom, 
pool. 170.000 Euros. 678675071 

Estepona 

WWW.ESTEPONADUPLEX.COM   
Townhouse, owners website (no 
agents)  

SABINILLAS Frontline semi detached 
2 bedroom house. Fully refurbished, 
private garden, porch, BBQ area, 
parking. Direct access to beach. 1hr 
drive to Malaga Airport, 20mins to 
Gib airport, 10mins to Sotogrande. 
330,000 Euros ono. Call owner +350 
56711000 

www.villaelparaiso.com Stylish 
detached 4 bedroom villa in great 
location of El Paraiso between Este-
pona and Marbella, full of charm, 
private and on one level. Guest apart-
ment, garage, heated pool. Please 
call Future Homes 952796389 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA: Central large 3 bed 
apartment, close to everything. 
230.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

TORREBLANCA: 3 bed villa, garage, 
sea views, large plot. 299.000 Euros. 
626.864.683 

RENT and sell all types of proper-
ties throughout Costa del Sol. Leo 
606763000 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

Marbella 

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile) 
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

CALANOVA Golf, impressive duplex 
penthouse, 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, 2 living areas, 392m2 + 
260m2 terraces. Fully refurbished, 
jacuzzi bath, BBQ area, plunge pool, 
elevator to both floors, fireplace, 
closed garage for 3 cars and stor-
age rooms. 785,000.00 EUR. Tel. 
620552620 

Mijas 

SIERREZUELA: 3 bed, 2 bath bun-
galow, garage, pool, immaculate. 
329.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

TOWN House Mijas Golf 2 Bedroom 
2 Bathrooms Reformed Views 
190,000 euros Mob: 674294546 

VILLA In The Sun, pool, big garage, 
garden, 379.999  692323131 

LA CALA 1 bathroom newly refur-
bished apartment. Sea view, 72m2. 
Walking distance to beach. 149,000 
Euros. Owner direct. 669974643 

Torremolinos 

PLAYAMAR: Completely renovated 
3 bedroom, 3 bathroom apartment, 
1st floor, high quality materials. In 
urbanization near beach with more 
than 100,000m2 of gardens, swim-
ming pools, tennis, paddle, parking. 
Price 305,000 Euros. 606998637 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626.864.683 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

WE ARE looking for attractive prop-
erties, seaview is a plus. Minimum 
2 bedrooms, between Benalmadena/ 
Estepona. Call 951052766/ 
661508286 Now!!! 

ENGLISH family wants to buy a prop-
erty Torremolinos / Benalmandena 
area. As near to front line as possi-
ble, strictly no agents, only genu-
ine owners wanting a very quick sale, 
can complete in 7 days if needed and 
price is right. Cash buyers, Abagado 
in place and ready to move. Please 
email all details of property with 
pictures, exact location and the price 
to: screens@hotmail.com or call 
+447813 068445 

Other areas 

VILLA for sale in Sotogrande Alto 
900- 585,000 reduced for quick sale 
plot 1266 m2 build: 259 m2 4 bed-
room, 4 baths, pool, garden, car-
port mobile: 606 529 772, e.mail: 
2304rolf@gmail.com  

Commercial 
Properties 

SPA For Sale, Luxuriously furnished 
with hair, beauty salon, massage 
room and sauna, in the main street 
of San Pedro, near Banús. 230 m2. 
640752702 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

ARROYO 2 bedrooms, furnished, 
terrace, pool, Bonanza area, 600 
euros. 678578673 

WE HAVE a large selection of long 
term properties available along the 
Coast. For more information please 
contact 650148945 

Estepona 

VILLA Atalaya Beach 4 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, living & fireplace, air-
con, sat, wifi, 600 m2 garden. 1600 
634596946 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA, beach, room with 
bathroom, 390 euros/month all in-
clusive. 679111522 

WINTER let 2018/19. Los Boli-
ches. Three bedroom apartment 
to rent. English TV. Very comfort-
able. 699026009 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN, lovely countryhouse 3 bed-
rooms, garden, 550 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, center large 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 380 
euros/month.679111522  

COIN, townhouse, 4 bedrooms, 2 
bathroom, garage, 480 
euros/month.679111522 

ALHAURIN Torre-Grande. Long term 
rentals, urban and rural including 2 
apartment chalet, pool, excellent 
location in Torre, 1,250 euros. Esme-
Julia 629487762, 678457784 

CHURRIANA prize location 3 bed-
room, 3 bathroom chalet, seaviews, 
large basement, comunal pool, 1,300 
euros long term. Esme-Julia 
629487762, 678457784 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

STORAGE space for rent, from 5m2 
upwards, San Pedro Alcántara cen-
tre. From 40 euros/month. Video 
surveillance. +34951517296. 
www.mandahlyst.com  

MARBELLA BANUS Short term. 
Sunny Beautiful one bedroom, big 
apartment by Marina, gardens, Pool, 
Parking, bravoelezovic@gmail.com. 
63743922 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 
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Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture, design (computer pre-
visualization), water features, ir-
rigation. Specializing in beauti-
ful gardens. Also replan-
ning/maintenance. 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es 

www.sunshinecoast-supreme-
clean.com Pressure washing drive-
ways, patios, stonework, deck-
ing, roofs. 643253828 

GARDEN and pool maintenance. 
Private villas and communities. Pro-
fessional, reliable service. 
602424974 

89 EUROS/ Month Garden. Pool 
maintenance. Friendly reliable serv-
ice. 21 years on Coast. 952000443 

99 EUROS/ Month Garden mainte-
nance.Pool clearing. WhatsApp 
627698051. Miguel 

GARDENING services from 10 
Euros/ hour. Contracts from 90 Euros 
monthly. Benalmadena to Marbella. 
Ricardo 637160129 www.ricar-
dogardens.es 

SERVICES 

Alarms 

ALL types video security cameras 
detectors José Sotto  952443838.   
670443838  

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

HMS PROFESSIONAL builders. 
General reforms, extensions, 
pools, damp specialist...We im-
prove on any competing quote. 
Any size job.610502623 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

BUILDER Property maintenance 
contractor. Fully legal. Competitive 
rates. Phones 677079704 

DAMP & humidity stopped. Contact 
for free survey. Architect run com-
pany. www.briantones.net/damp 
Tel: 654384171 

PLASTERING and tiling 15 years 
experience on the coast all work 
guaranteed call Mick 672857598 

Plumbers 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

POWER failure rewiring José Sotto  
952443838.   670443838 

CSW ELECTRICAL and maintenance 
for all your electrical and mainte-
nance needs. No job too small. Call 
Craig for a free quote. 604106414 

ELECTRICAL services all areas. Com-
plete installations, maintenance, 
fault finding, extra lights and points, 
boletines, power saving surveys. 
Call Richard on 687352358 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional paint & decorating com-
pany. All aspects/ jobs undertaken. 
Damp repairs. Also kitchen/ furni-
ture spraying & effects. Call / 
WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

FULLY qualified decorator, all as-
pects covered with over 25 years 
experience. Friendly/ efficient serv-
ice. References available. All areas 
covered, Marbella to Granada. Con-
tact Mark 653080455/ 952034078. 
Facebook: m.wright 

Tiling 

QUALITY Tiling, marble, stone, 
for bathrooms, kitchens, pools, 
terraces. Full bathroom and 
kitchen reforms. Tel. Vern 
722378582  

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

CARPENTER. Doors, wardrobes, 
wood repairs, own workshop, 12yrs 
Marbella. 666269751  

Gates 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 36 years expe-
rience 

Bathrooms 

BATHROOMS and kitchen renova-
tions. Property reform projects. 
Plumbing, electrical installations, 
painting, carpentry. www.master-
buildspain.com info@masterbuild-
spain.com 952663141/ 670409759 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding, laying, sell-
ing marble. Clean, seal terraces. 
25 years experience. Cover all 
Costa. Tel: 0034-671244683 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

www.sunshinecoast-supreme-
clean.com Marble floor polishing. 
Free quotations. Call Edward 
643253828 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10% call to-
day. 952 667 559 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

SECURITY of Spain. 24 hour lock-
smiths. 30 years experience. Call 
Daren. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

GAS FIRES Wood burning stoves. 
Airconditioning heating. Bathroom/ 
kitchen heaters. Heated towel rails. 
Solar heating. Instant gas heating 
systems. Central heating systems. 
All work fully guaranteed. All areas 
covered. 21 years on the Coast. 
952663141/ 670409759 www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

QUALITY air conditioning installa-
tions. Repairs and servicing. 21 years 
on the Coast. All areas covered. All 
work is fully guaranteed. www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com 952663141/ 
670409759 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. Coin me-
ters supplied and fitted from 260 
Euros. For other energy-saving 
products visit www.cooland-
cosy.es. 952935513. Junta de An-
dalucía authorised. Approved pro-
fessional service for your peace 
of mind. On the Costa del Sol since 
1993 

Cleaning Services 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 
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ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable, Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com Tel: 629769136  

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
euros. 632569282 

www.sunshinecoast-supreme-
clean.com Pressure washing drive-
ways, patios, marble floor, pol-
ishing. 643253828 

WINDOW cleaner Call Craig for a 
free quote 604106414 

ELCANDELERO. Self service Laun-
dry. Save time & money doing your 
weeekly laundry in one hour. Open 
daily 7-23h. C/ Camino de Coín, 23 
Fuengirola. (Search on Google Maps) 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, uphol-
stery, soft furnishings indoor/ out-
door. Made to measure rails/ poles 
and foam to order. Sensible prices.Re-
pairs / alterations. Call 672800887 
judeinspain@hotmail.com  

RELIABLE Handyman - Malaga to 
Estepona, no job too small. Tel: 631 
282 988, email info@ahti.me  

Waterproofing 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Lawyers 

LAWYER: Arroyo Miel/ Malaga. 
Legal advice conveyancing, wills, 
inheritances, contracts, divorces, 
criminal defense, any litigation, 
www.abogadoenlared.co.uk/ 
george@abogadoenlared.co.uk  
952964591  

LAWYER: Providing quality legal 
advice in different law aspects. Prop-
erty conveyancing, any litigation, 
disputes and mediation. Personal 
injury claim (accident compensa-
tion). Family law, divorce, wills, pro-
bate and lasting power of Attorney. 
Residence card and NIE. Domestic 
Violence. Criminal defence, and at-
tendance at Police Station. 
+34636029345 dolores@orlex-
abogados.com 

Insurance 

Accountants 

ACCOUNTANTS. English and Span-
ish Accountants for all accounting/ 
bookkeeping jobs. Tax and company 
formation. Professional, reliable, 
confidential. Tel: 952440773 

REGISTRATION of holiday proper-
ties, company formations, business 
start-ups, bookkeeping, taxation 
and translations. Vehicle transfers, 
Spanish driver´s licence. Malcolm 
Greenwood. 699780389 

Translators 

OFFICIAL TRANSLATIONS, MEDI-
CAL TRANSLATIONS, TECHNICAL 
TRANSLATIONS ENGLISH/SPAN-
ISH. Tel. 634882377 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Architects 

ARCHITECTS, projects, construc-
tions, new buildings, extensions, re-
furbishments, legalisations, inter-
iro design. 680700430 

Business 
Opportunities 

SAN PEDRO.  Restaurant Coffe-Bar. 
Very bussy commercial street to 
lease, 696178281 

COMMERCIAL Premises in Cala-
honda (reason retirement), 100mtrs. 
120,000 Euros. 606191939 

Loans 

PAWNBROKERS. LICENSED SINCE 
1983. WE BUY! WE PAY MORE! WE 
PAY CASH! ALL TYPES OF 
WATCHES, JEWELLERY, DIA-
MONDS. ANY CONDITION! AN-
THONYS ANTIQUES, SEE MAIN 
ADVERT. WE BUY MORE, WE PAY 
MORE, WE PAY CASH. ANTHONY¿S 
ANTIQUES, C/ RAMON Y CAJAL, 
40, FUENGIROLA. PLEASE EMAIL 
diamonds@anthonys-dia-
monds.com OR CALL TEL. 
952588795-609529633 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to raise funds against your 
home in Spain for property reforms, 
debt consolidation or liquidity pur-
poses? We have alternatives to high 
street Banks which offer bespoke 
solutions! Call us or visit www.flu-
entfinanceabroad.com for more in-
formation.+34 952 961 952 or email 
info@fluentfinanceabroad.com. Visit 
our San Pedro office 

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see 
if you can SAVE MONEY or better 
your terms by changing Spanish lend-
ers. Do you have an old interest only 
mortgage which needs to be refi-
nanced? Contact Marc  952 85 36 
47, melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com or visit www.fluentfi-
nanceabroad.com 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

CHEF. Want a real taste of Italy? 
Call Nicoletta private chef, pre-
pares weekly/ private meals and 
courses on request at your home. 
Tel. 633429681 

YOU DON'T speak Spanish? Do 
you need help with your utility 
bills, doctors, residency, schools...? 
Just call me!! 675910609 silcha-
mon@gmail.com  

REMOVALS 

AND STORAGE 

MAN & VAN Big/ small removals, 
clearances. 100% reliable. Ikea col-
lection/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 

No job too small. FROM 15Euros 

per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 

605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 

952426463/ 660563131. Best 

prices. Fully legal. British Removal 

Company  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 

door2door service. British Re-

moval Company SL. 952426463 

www.brcspain.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Este-
pona. David 696810618 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK APRIL 6TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

MAN WITH big van, local removals, 
20 Euros/ hour. Also house clear-
ance. Ikea runs. 609321958 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

MAN & Van based in Estepona area. 
All jobs considered, fully insured & 
legal. References available. From 
20 Euros p/h inclusive of fuel. 
646743869 

HIRE SERVICES 

MOBILITY Scooters, electric wheel-
chairs and wheelchairs for sale or 
rent. Same day delivery! Scooters 
also bought for cash!! New batter-
ies supplied & fitted. 609581139. 
www.mobiltyscootersdi-
rectspain.com  
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BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 
removals. Steve 722306194 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

artcollectables@yahoo.co.uk We 
buy collections of stamps, Chinese 
Items, porcelain, paintings, bronzes, 
old ivory, 1960s Scandinavian fur-
niture and objects. Cash settlement. 
Call 618090073 

WE CLEAR houses, garages, bars, 
storage units. Tel. 656187140. 
brian.d.hughes@hotmail.com 

CASH Today! Wanted quality fur-
niture, jewellery, cars, vans, shop 
stock, electric, plus bric-a-brac. 
660366033 

HOUSEHOLD clearance We sell eve-
rything: furniture, pellet-stove,  fit-
ness-tower, tools, sat-receiver, 
household appliances ¿ And at the 
end also our car (Nissan Terrano). 
By appointment: Nerja 634 876 389 

Mobile Generator by Gen Set with 
Lombardini Diesel Engine (8 KVA 
Volts 415), (6.5 KVA Volts 240), (5 
KVA Volts 110). Collect from San 
Pedro Alcántara. Offers 952783362 

Antiques 

WANTED! ALL TYPES OF AN-
TIQUES, PAINTINGS, JEWELLERY, 
WATCHES, SILVER AND GOLF. 
MEDALS, JADE, CHINESE ITEMS 
AND THE UNUSUAL ANY CONDI-
TION AND IMMEDIATE CASH SET-
TLEMENT. SEE MAIN ADVERT. WE 
BUY MORE, WE PAY MORE, WE 
PAY CASH. ANTHONY'S AN-
TIQUES, C/ RAMON Y CAJAL, 40, 
FUENGIROLA. PLEASE EMAIL dia-
monds@anthonys-dia-
monds.com OR CALL TEL. 
952588795-609529633 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

AUTOMATIC Seat Altea XL Diesel, 
2008, 92,000kms. 6,500 Euros. 
605109796 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call us on 951977329 

MAZDA B2500 PICK-UP Truck. UK 
plates. 2002. MOT until October 
2018. 95k Miles. Service History. 
1650 Euros. tdhsteel@hotmail.com  
+ 447967 202 343 + 34622619790 

AUTOSEDAN.ES: Bmw 520 Tour-
ing Automatic, 148.965 kilome-
ters, year: 03/2013. Citroen C8 
HDI Automatic, 142.358 kilome-
ters, year: 11/2016. Honda CR-V 
2.2 I- DTEC Automatic, 112.548 
kilometers, year: 06/2016. Nis-
san Pathfinder 2.5 DCI Automatic, 
162.764 kilometers, year: 
06/2012. Hyundai Santa Fe 2.2 
Automatic, 135.784 kilometers, 
year: 08/2013. Hyundai I20.4 
Klass Automatic,  7.015 kilome-
ters, year: 01/2016. Nissan Path-
finder 2.5 DCI Automatic, 162.764 
kilometers, year: 06/2012. Ren-
ault Espace 2.2 DCI Automatic, 
165.548 kilometers, year: 
08/2012. Renault Scenic 2.2 INY 
Automatic, 218.452 kilometers, 
year: 06/2006. Toyota Auris 1.8 
Hybrid Automatic, 50.123 kilo-
meters, year: 12/2011. Totyota 
Auris Touring Sports Hybrid Auto-
matic, 48.521 kilometers, year: 
03/2015. Toyota Aygo 1.0 VVT-
I City Automatic, 64.521 kilome-
ters, year: 06/2014. Toyota Prius 
1.8 HSD Advance Automatic, 
74.647 kilometers, year: 07/2013. 
Toyota Yaris Hybrid 1.5 Automatic, 
113.450 kilometers, year: 
04/2013. Toyota Yaris Hybrid 1.5 
Automatic, 43.258 kilometers, 
year: 09/2013. Certified kilome-
ters and bodywork vehicles. Not 
from car rentals. Tel: 685637211 
- 952319935. C/ Nabucco, 25 
(Polígono Alameda). Málaga 

MINI convertible. Automatic. Low 
mileage, 2012, Cream with part 
leather interior. Excellent condition. 
New ITV. 15000. 625290909 

AUDI Audi 3.0 A4 Convertable Tip-
tronic. 2004. Leather. Only 46,000 
kms. A real head turner. 6,995 Euros. 
952668143 

AUTOMATIC Honda CRV 4 X 4. Im-
maculate condition, Sunroof, A/C, 
CD. 3,295 Euros. Possible P/X 
687474407 

RANGE Rover Evoque ed4, 4x2 Pure. 
2014. Immaculate. Black ½ leather 
interior, 18" wheels. Fully loaded. 
Only 42,000 kms. FSH. 27,950 
Euros. All offers considered. 
609547483 

GOOD honest prices paid for all sec-
ond-hand cars. Steve 602407084 

AUTOMATIC Jaguar "S" Type, 2002, 
144,000 Kms. New ITV. 3,000 Euros. 
605109796 

FORD Escort  would swap off road 
bike needs tlc 300. 692323131 

SEAT León Turbo Diesel 1.9, Metal-
lic Silver. 2009. All extras and ITV. 
240ks, including all transfer costs. 
4,450 Euros. 607334610 

Buy / Sell Motorbikes 

MOTORCYCLES/ Scooters bought 
and sold, same day response, ITV 
, Gestoria service. 674843115 

Car / Van Hire 

CAR HIRE Long term, 7days, 24 
hours guaranteed. 607334610 

Repairs 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION registration 
hassle free. Don't drive illegally. Ask 
specialists before buying & regis-
tering to save tax. More info 
www.meexpress.net 952490028 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 
PUERTO Banus 8M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

BOAT and 3x10mtrs mooring in 
Estepona. Could be sold separately. 
Contact 657646705 

SPLASH Nautica RYA License 
Training center Cabopino & Fuen-
girola. Waters sport, Dolphin trips, 
and private luxury boat charters. 
Boat sales. Tel/ Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

QUALITY staff? With over 5000 can-
didates and 400 new registrations 
monthly, we can help you hire and 
keep the best staff quickly and cost 
effectively. Find out how at www.job-
finderspain.com or call 951400234 

NEW JOB? At jobfinder Spain we 
meet with you, identify your key 
strengths, build you profile, then 
guide you through the selection and 
interview process for that perfect 
job!.Call 951400234 www.jobfind-
erspain.com 

RECRUITMENT!! Need work? or 
looking for the right people? We can 
help. info@recruitspain.com 

SALES staff needed in various lo-
cations, immediate start. Email: 
info@recruitspain.com 

REAL ESTATE Agency located in Mi-
jas Costa and operative on the en-
tire Coast is looking for experienced 
sales agents and telemarketers. The 
candidates must speak English flu-
ently and preferably one of the fol-
lowing languages: French, German, 
Nordic. Great conditions and high 
commission scheme for the right 
candidates. Please send CV 
info@buenavistahomes.eu and/or 
call 951484500 

TELESALES: We are looking for 
homebased telesales people to join 
our team. Sales experience essen-
tial, native English speakers only. 
OTE earnings 1,500 per month. 1 
month training at our Fuengirola of-
fice. For full job spec, send CV to 
cv@rmtgroup.com or call 
951203002 

LOOKING for experienced telemar-
keters must be native English speak-
ing for part time PM hours. We are 
an established company based in 
Fuengirola, full training is given 
along with Nomina and excellent 
commission. For more information 
please call us on 952586140 after 
1.00pm. 

dpi Real Estate is also looking for 
a full or part time administrator to 
look after one of our departments, 
you will need to be computer liter-
ate and be able to work to targets. 
Knowledge of the Real Estate mar-
ket and the coast are an advantage. 
Please send your CV to info@direct-
propertyinvestments.com or call 
952806609 
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LANGUAGE school is looking for 
teachers of different languages. 
Applicants please send CV to: 
info@guadalminaidiomas.net 

PROMOTION und Öffentlichkeit-
sarbeit für Hilfsorganisationen. Wir 
suchen Mitarbeiter/ innen (auch für 
Studenten). Aufenthalt in 
Deutschland 3 Monate! Mindestlohn 
plus Erfolgsprämien. Flug wird über-
nommen. Kontakt: bewerbung@pro-
motionwelt.de www.promotion-
welt.de 

!!!TELEMARKETER wanted!! Great 
Marbella based Real Estate office, 
seeks suitably experienced Telemar-
keters, English Essential and other 
languages an advantage to support 
a busy sales team. You will be quali-
fying a regular supply of hot incom-
ing leads. Previous experience in 
similar role is essential, together 
with good knowledge of the coast 
and  property market. You will need 
a professional and confident tele-
phone manner, solid IT skills and a 
desire to achieve and exceed tar-
gets. Permanent contract, excellent 
basic, commission and incentives. 
Please send CV to info@stellaek-
lund.com !!! Good Basic Salary and 
High Commissions, guaranteed!!!     

ETSIMME Suomen. Espanjan ja 
Englanti hallitsevan reipaan hen-
kilon lentokentta toimistollemme 
asiakaspalveluun. Marko@auto-
katti.com 952475179 

MALAGA Biludlejningsfirma søger 
dansk-talende medarbejder. 
Kræver kørekort og spansk/ 
engelsk. Kim@costabiler.dk - 
952475179 

REAL Estate since 25 years in the 
area of Marbella is looking for sales 
consultant. English/French/Span-
ish speaking essential, driving lin-
cese and own car. Send cv puerto-
banus@reluz.com 

FINANCIAL Services Administra-
tion We are seeking both experi-
enced and Junior Admin / Trainee 
Financial Services Administrators. 
You will be provided with all rele-
vant training on an ongoing basis in 
order to develop and progress. You 
will be joining an established team 
where you will become involved in 
the day-to-day administration for 
our financial advisers acting as sales 
support.. The role involves working 
with pension and investment com-
panies as well as organising the di-
ary for our team of advisers. Pos-
sessing some office based experi-
ence (any financial services/pen-
sions related experience would be 
extremely advantageous but not es-
sential),, however, it is essential is 
that you possess excellent commu-
nication and organizational skills 
with a willingness to learn and de-
velop. There are excellent long-term 
career opportunities for those who 
are looking for long-term career op-
portunities offering ongoing train-
ing, development and full support 
for professional study as well as an 
excellent remuneration package. 
Salary between 12,000 - 25,500 
Euro plus monthly bonus. CVs to en-
quiries@alexanderpeter.com  

SUNCARE Central, Spain's exclu-
sive Advisory Team has been giving 
advice to holiday makers in the Ca-
naries, Balearics and mainland Spain 
for over 20 years. Now recommenc-
ing our summer programme on the 
Costa del Sol we are looking for out-
going people to join our pool side 
Suncare Advisors giving great cus-
tomer service. Our diverse team is 
positive, professional and dedicated. 
Is this you? Contract and great earn-
ings. For this fun in the sun oppor-
tunity send your CV to Lorraine lwil-
liamson@suncarecentral.com or call 
693642331 

CHEF/ Cook required for a busy day 
time only Cafe/ Bar close to San Pe-
dro. Applicants must have a com-
prehensive knowledge of an English 
menu. The position requires some-
one who is capable of working un-
der pressure and using their initia-
tive. This is a full time vacancy, in-
cludes weekends and has an imme-
diate start. CV to goodcookto-
day@gmail.com 

WE REQUIRE beautician and hair-
dresser with experience for a beauty 
salon in Marbella. Please contact 
Sara 615921243 

dpi Real Estate is looking for tele-
marketers to deal with a massive 
amount of quality clients looking to 
buy property on the Costa del Sol. 
Excellent working conditions, basic 
salary and commission. Earning po-
tential of 60-100,000 Euros p.a. 
You will need to be an excellent closer 
to be successful for this exciting po-
sition. Please call 952806609 or CV 
info@directpropertyinvest-
ments.com 

WAITRESS and Chef wanted for Mar-
bella summer café preferably with 
own transport. Please call Sol on 
693775954 or email CV to: monte-
paraisocafe@gmail.com 

500-2,000 Euros per month part 
time. Forever Living Distributors 
and Team leaders required in all ar-
eas of Spain, especially Estepona, 
Marbella, Fuengirola, Malaga, Nerja, 
Denia and Calpe. Flexible hours & 
great support. Contact Phil Cony on 
615257573 for details 

TELESALES Executive required. For 
our offices in El Rosario. English es-
sential, other languages beneficial 
but not essential. Contract, Basic 
salary and high commissions after 
trial period. OTE 30,000-100,000 
pa Please call 951-660-916 or send 
CV to robmcdonald@evolutionary-
films.com 

YOUR Dream Home is looking for a 
sales person for our new exciting 
development based in Mijas Costa. 
The ideally candidate will have real 
estate experience, languages would 
be a benefit. In return you will re-
ceive a basic salary plus a generous 
commission. Please send your CV to 
mark@yourdreamhome.es 

DATA Security Agency. Great office 
looking for phone based staff. Lead 
generation & compliance. Basic + 
comm's. 604374802 

LOOKING for fluent Russian and 
Middle Eastern Arabic telemarket-
ing sales personnel for the launch 
of an exciting new product. You must 
have experience in telemarketing/ 
sales and be able to work on your 
own initiative. We are an established 
company based in Fuengirola, full 
training is given along with Nomina 
and excellent commission, For more 
information please call us on 
952586140 after 1.00pm 

Situations Wanted 

CARER experienced UK looking for 
clients needing companionship, dis-
ability and/ or elderly support. Can 
live in. Fluent Spanish. Contact Jo 
658633026 

ENGLISH speaking. Cleaner look-
ing for work between San Pedro and 
Estepona. 616262640 

EXCEPTIONAL Carer Companion 
available for full time or part time 
work with DBS & excellent refer-
ences 643458865 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

60s AMERICAN guy likes art gal-
leries. Buys lunch if you drive. WLTM 
single female. 952932600 

ITALIAN bachelor 60, attractive. 
Living alone in Finca, Fuengirola. 
Speak various languages. WLTM at-
tractive, affectionate woman. 
Whatsapp 606763000 

Clairvoyants 

AFRICAN Spiritualist. Love issues? 
Separation?Destroy Black magic? 
etc... Ibra 600290072 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Others 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

Massage 

THE BEST Sport massage therapy, 
60E/90min. Free home visit. 
622297221 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse. Thera-
peutic, stress & sport massages. 
695802388 Riviera (Calahonda) 

FULLY authorised and qualified 
unisex masseuse. Call for appoint-
ments: 622231133 

CLASSIC full body massage. Re-
laxation therapy. Anti-Stress. Re-
flexology. Fuengirola. 600231544 

BENALMADENA Costa (Windmill 
roundabout): 658336295. A full 
body massage Ladies & Gents. Pen-
sioners 50% discount! 

PROFESSIONAL Therapeutic Mas-
sage . Relieve pain, stress, lomi lomi 
etc. Hygienic and classy. Call for ap-
pointments Eva (640752702) San 
Pedro, near Banús. 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Also 
Manicure, Pedicure...etc. Benal-
madena Costa 688553000 

ASIAN Massage Salon. Feel Relax 
with us. Professional Masseuse 30 
euros 1 hr. Marbella. Tel: 
952824348. 660587171 

PROFESSIONAL Sport massage and 
reflexology, stress relief. Fuengi-
rola. 665084390 

Therapists 

MARBELLA Counselling and Psy-

chosexual therapy. COSRT and 

BACP accredited. Individuals and 

couples. www.sextherapymar-

bella.es Richard 608 594 608 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

www.mypsychologiston-

skype.com  for anxiety, worry, de-
pression and stress. British Quali-
fied Psychologist/ CBT Therapist 
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Hairdressers 

ROBERT James hair replacement. 
For free consultation call 
952574075/ 602668649 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC 1/2 uk full uk pack 80 cm dish 
no internet needed no contract. 
Wacht tv all rooms no cables. Sky 
full pack iptv internet from only 30 
euros no contrat no dish. Satellite 
improuve reallignement bbc sky and 
all europeens tv. Pave as you go. 
José Sotto Since 1973. 952443838. 
670443838 Email jose-
sotto@ono.com 

TNT sat 50 chaines francaises sans 
abonement José Sotto depuis 1973, 
952443838. 670443838 

BEST sales repairs all tv and Iptv 
José Sotto 952443838. 670443838 

ONLY here for short periods? Af-
fordable rental packages available 
for Internet and TV with Internet. 
No contract required. Just pay as 
you go!! 0034951386044 

MUSIC 

LIVE CELLO Music Cellist Gorka 
Onraita is performing beautiful 
smooth jazz and romantic classi-
cal music for night clubs, restau-
rants, hotels and exclusive pri-
vate events. 677115150. 
info.bioyoga@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil & TIEKOM. Estab-
lished 1999. Los Boliches. info@day-
tona.es or call 952667395 

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

Others 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

CLASSES 
HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola, also C/Mayorazgo 
8, Trapiche area, Marbella. Manual 
or automatic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/ Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH classes by Skype by na-
tive teacher. Call 675353807 

SPANISH in your home. Speak Span-
ish from the first lesson. Qualified 
Spanish teacher. Ideal method for 
beginners. Fast, easy and effective. 
All levels. Also tutoring for students. 
628578645 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated, microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

CHIHUAHUA pedigree puppies 
with passport. All year available. 
951312860/ 654285667 

GENTLE young Persian male free 
to safe home, also beautiful Maltese 
pup. 952415175 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-

tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 

www.catanddogworld.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 

Grande. Holiday accommodation 

for dogs & cats. Individually 

heated/aircon kennels. 

952112284/ 685400216 

www.petcarespain.com Follow 

us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-

tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-

proved, safe, secure and loving en-

vironment. Large kennels & play ar-

eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 

welcome. www.eurodog.es 

952464947 -679786669  

Pet Transport 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 

TRAVEL- pet overland pet travel 

service. Safe, caring and reliable. 

www.travel-pet.co.uk travelpe-

tuk@gmail.com 07732877892 

(Whatsapp) 

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Marella Celebration  01/04              Gibraltar             Mahon                 06.00            22.00 

Rhapsody                     01/04                 Napoli                     -                      10.00            11.00 

Norwegian Spirit       02/04               Funchal             Alicante               07.00            17.00 

Seven Seas Explorer 02/04               Funchal             Alicante               08.00            17.00 

Corinthian                   03/04              Gibraltar          Cartagena              07.00            16.00 

Celestyal Olympia     03/04                Ajaccio                    -                      14.00            15.00 

MSC Orchestra           05/04               Funchal        Civitavecchia           08.00            14.00 

Seven Seas Mariner  06/04                      -                          -                      08.00            20.00 

Aidablu                         06/04                  Cadiz               Valencia               09.00            19.00 

Costa Favolosa           06/04                      -                          -                      09.00            19.00

CONSULATES

Great Britain                       C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                                                                   952352300 

USA                                         Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                                                           952474891 

Belgium                                Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                                                    951516019 

Denmark                               Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                                                      952211797 

Norway                                  Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola                                            952667955 

Canada                                  C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                                                      952223346 

Germany                               Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                                                               952363591 

Sweden                                 Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                                                           952604383 

Ireland                                   Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                                                                  952475108 

France                                    1, Plaza de Santa Cruz, Seville                                                                                   954293200 

Italy                                        Calle Lagasca, 98, Madrid                                                                                            912106910 

Austria                                   Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                                                    952600267 

Finland                                  Calle Blasco de Garay, 7, Malaga                                                                               952212435 

Saudi Arabia                        Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                                                         952310358 

Greece                                   Salitre, 16, Malaga                                                                                                         952311847 

Iceland                                   Paseo Marítimo 91, 29640 Fuengirola                                                                    952661200 

Philippines                           C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                                                           952222757 

Hungary                                Av. de Andalucía 26 29007 Malaga                                                                          952308393

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator                                    112 

National Police                                              091 

Local (municipal) Police                             092   

Medical                                                             061  

Fire                                                                    080 

Guardia Civil                                                   062 

Sea Rescue                                      900202202  

Crime report                                   902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP                                   

Samaritans in Spain                     900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous                600379110 

Age Care                                           952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona)             608458555 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE                     

Salud Responde (doctors’ appointments & 

advice)                                              955545060 

ESTEPONA                                                                            

Bus Station                                      952800249 

Taxi Service                                    952802900 

Tourist Office                                 952800913 

Town Hall                                         952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept.             952809031 

FUENGIROLA                                                                     

Bus Station                                      952475066 

Taxi Service                                    952471000 

Tourist Office                                 952467625 

Town Hall                                         952589300 

Foreign Residents Dept.             952589440 

MALAGA                                                                                 

Bus Station                                      952350061 

Railway Station                             902240202 

Taxi Service                                    952345693 

Tourist Office                                 951926020 

MARBELLA                                                                           

Bus Station                                  955038665  

Taxi Service                                 952774488 

Tourist Office                              952768760 

Town Hall                                     952761100 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952768760 

MIJAS                                                                                         

Town Hall                                         952485900 

Town Hall Las Lagunas                952473125 

Taxi                                                    952478288 

Tourism Office                               952589034 

Foreign Resident Dept.           952589010 

NERJA                                                                                        

Bus Station                                  902422242 

Taxi Service                                    952520537 

Tourist Information                      952521531 

Town Hall                                         952548400 

Foreign Resident Dept.               952548401 

TORREMOLINOS                                                            

Bus Station                                      902143144 

Taxi Service                                    952380600 

Tourist Office                                 952371909 

Town Hall                                         952379400 

Foreign Residents Dept.             952374231 

BENALMÁDENA                                                             

Bus Station                                      902450550 

Taxi Service                                    952441545 

Tourist Office                                 952442494 

Town Hall                                         952374231 

Foreign Residents Dept.             952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA                                                              

Bus Station                                      952503162 

Taxi                                                    952540016 

Town Hall                                         952559100 

Tourist Office                                 952541104  

GIBRALTAR                                                                          

General emergency      199/112(mobiles) 

Fire/ambulance (emergency)                   190 

Tourist Office                  (00350) 20074950 

Taxi                                     (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
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Talk Radio Europe 

105.5 Axarquía 

91.5 Costa del Sol East 

91.9 Costa del Sol West 

98.7 Gibraltar/Sotogrande 

News, interviews, lifestyle, sport and  

BBC World Service. 

Global (93.6 and 96.4FM) 

All week round the clock music and 

entertainment 

Radio Radio Network (96 and 98.3 

FM). Music 24 hours. 

Central FM (98.6 FM, 103.8) 

All week, classic tracks and today’s music 

broadcast to the Costa del Sol 

ACE FM (106.8 FM) 

Inland radio, news and music 

The Beat fm (106 FM)  

24 hours, music and entertainment 

Spectrum  (105.5 FM, Costa 

Almeria/Mojácar 92.6 FM) 

24 hour music and entertainment 

Radio Mijas (107.7 FM) 

3 p.m. News, views and music 

Radio Sol Almijara (99.1 FM) 

Nerja radio in English and German and 

night time World Radio Network 

Heartfmspain (88.5 FM Costa, 96.1 

FM inland) Music, entertainment, news 

Lick FM (103.6 FM Marbella) 

Urban music broadcast between Gibraltar 

and Calahonda 

Rtv Puebla (107.7 FM) 

Monday evenings, Rock music memories. 

7 - 9pm. email: 

radiopuebla.musicmemories@yahoo.com 

Fb: Radiotelevision Peubla de Cazalla 

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES CLOCKWORD

THE WORDPUZZLER

INTERNATIONAL RADIO

QUESTION 1

QUIZ

1. Eight 
2. Ten 
3. Twelve 
4. Fourteen

How many lines are there 
in a sonnet ?

QUESTION 2

1. John Milton 
2. Edgar Allan Poe 
3. William wordsworth 
4. William Shakespeare

Who wrote the 
seventeenth century epic 
poem ‘Paradise Lost’?  

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11288

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making 

sure that every 

row of nine 

numbers includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9, every 

column includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9 and every 3 

by 3 subsection 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

Trusting your instincts usually works for 

you, doesn’t it? Financial gains midweek 

can boost your chances of romance. 

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Carry on being yourself and have fun 

with those who approach you in a 

different way. You must be doing 

something right!  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

When getting closer to the lives of 

others we can realise just how good our 

own lives are.  

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st  

A surge of energy midweek sees a 

return to thoughts of someone who you 

have not seen for some time.   

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Maybe your relationship just needs a 

change of scenery? Make a point of 

getting out regularly and doing 

something new together.  

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Getting to grips with a long-term plan is 

hard. Maybe your enthusiasm is 

waning? 

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Be kind to yourself and cut back on the 

stress. Easy to say, I know, but ‘chilling 

out’ regularly does help.  

 

Virgo  

August 24th - September 23rd 

Being good at trusting your instincts 

comes from listening carefully. Keep 

your sails full of fun and enjoy the ride.    

 

Libra  

September 24th - October 23rd 

Being a caring person, it is natural to 

you to worry for and about others. 

Someone is looking at you through 

loving, rose-tinted glasses.  

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Little ripples of contentment bring a 

special kind of harmony to the week 

ahead.   

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Thinking time and making that essential 

list are more important right now than 

direct action.  

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

When something has to be done you 

are not the sort of person to hang 

around muttering.

Across Down

FÁCIL

2 6 1

8 7 4

9 4 3 7 6

5 8 7

8 2 7 9

1 6 2 3

4 5 2 9 8 6

2 3 8 1

LOS 7 ERRORES 
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Across Down

BOOK OF THE WEEK

The Happy Marriage        
Tahar Ben Jelloun 

Internationally acclaimed Moroccan 
author Tahar Ben Jelloun tells the 
story of one couple—first from the 
husband’s point of view, then from 
the wife’s. The husband, a painter in 
Casablanca, has been paralysed by a 
stroke and becomes convinced that 
his marriage is the sole reason for his 
decline. Walled up within his illness, 
he finds escape in writing a secret 
book about his hellish marriage. When 
his wife finds it, she responds point 
by point with her own version of the 
facts, offering her own striking and 
incisive reinterpretation of their story.

ANSWERS

Language Crossword

Cryptic Crossword

Clockword solution

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THOUGHT FOR  
THE WEEK

I hold it that 
a little 

rebellion, 
now and 
then, is a 

good thing 

THOMAS JEFFERSON

d

Answer 1: Fourteen 

Of interest: A sonnet traditionally has fourteen lines divided into two 

sections, normally an octave (or octet) followed by a sestet. There are 

different types of sonnet with different rhyming schemes, these include 

Italian, Spenserian and Shakespearean.  

Answer 1: John Milton 

Of interest: Milton started writing Paradise Lost, Paradise Regained, and 

Samson Agonistes in the 1640s, but they were completed and revised much 

later and not published until after the Restoration in 1660.

THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER

Here at SUR in English we look 
forward to keeping you enter-
tained and informed about what 
is happening on the Costa del Sol 
and surrounding areas.  

Whatever your favourite sec-
tion is - whether news, lifestyle, 
health and beauty, sport, com-
ment or the gardening or pas-
times page - please 
write to us and let 
us know your views; 
we’d love to hear 
from you. 

Your feedback is 

very important to us,  so write 
and tell us what you like or don’t 
like about the paper, and what 
you would like to see in future 
editions of the newspaper.  

You can contact us by email at 
surinenglish.su@diariosur.es, or  
via Twitter @SUR_English. We 
also are on Facebook (@SUREng-

lish). And don’t for-
get, you can find pdf 
versions of past edi-
tions online  at 
w w w. s u r i n e n g -
lish.com 

Let us know your views
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A plaque and a patio with 
arches have been found 
during works to restore a 
building in the Plaza de 
Las Flores in Estepona  

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. It has always been 
known Estepona town hall was in 
the Plaza de Las Flores, in the town 
centre, in the 19th century. But no-
body knew exactly which building 
it was. Now, however, the discovery 
of a painting on the front of one of 
the buildings means that its exact lo-
cation has finally come to light.   

The councillor for Heritage, José 
María Guerrero, says documents in 
the municipal archive refer to a prop-
erty with a large balcony, but that also 
applies to many other houses in the 
square. The mural which has just been 
found shows scrolls and ornamental 
features around a marble plaque say-
ing ‘Plaza de la Constitución’ (in hon-
our of the Constitution of Cadiz of 
1812). This information appears in 
some of the minutes of council meet-
ings in the past, and it confirms that 
this building, which now has two bar-
restaurants on the ground floor and 

apartments above, was the town hall 
during the liberal triennium (1820-
1823). José María Guerrero says that 
when King Fernando VII returned to 
power he ordered the plaque to be 
covered up, and that is what has made 
it so difficult to identify the location 
of the town hall building.   

The mural is now being restored 
by the council’s heritage conserva-
tion department and it is similar to 
other late Baroque paintings in Malaga 
city. There are some good examples 
in Plaza Manuel Alcántara and Calle 
Mondéjar.  

The restoration works have not 
only led to this mural being discov-
ered, but also another interesting 
finding in the interior: a courtyard 
with arches. “During the works to 
change the layout of the rooms in-
side the building, a patio with arches 
and columns was discovered,” says 
Guerrero. The patio will be preserved 
but not restored, because the plans 
for the building have already been 
finalised. 

This is the first time Estepona 
council has taken action of this type 
to recover a mural on a historic build-
ings, and it says it is prepared to col-
laborate with owners of other old 
houses if murals are found on their 
properties.  

The works to remodel the historic 
town centre, and the restoration of 
buildings by private owners, have pro-
vided some interesting information 
about Estepona’s past. The most out-
standing find so far was a medieval 
tannery, the best-preserved on the 
Iberian peninsula, in the same square. 

Estepona’s old town hall site finally 
pinpointed thanks to mural discovery

The mural on the front of a house in the Plaza de Las Flores is now being restored. :: C. MÁRQUEZ


