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Malaga University has a pioneering
programme for promising golfers

The project enables students to combine their academic studies with golf training
and exam dates and timetables can be changed if they clash with competitions

ALBERTO
GOMEZ

mateur golfers have
been complaining for
decades about the diffi-
culties that exist in
Spain, as in other European coun-
tries, in combining a promising
sporting career with higher edu-
cation. The situation has led many
young players to move to the USA,
where the universities offer trai-
ning facilities and are prepared to
change exam dates if they coinci-

de with tournaments.

Now, however, Malaga Univer-
sity (UMA), has become a
benchmark in Europe as the first
to offer its students a structured
programme which enables them
to combine academic studies and
top-level golf, with tuition from
sports professionals and lecturers
in different subjects.

The project, called University
Golf Program Malaga (UGPM), is
a pioneering golf programme in
Continental Europe, and is the only
one outside the USA and the UK
which enables students to conti-
nue their studies and play profes-
sional golf at the same time.

Now in its fourth year, the pro-

gramme has made a quantative and
qualitative leap as 22 Spanish and
international players have signed
up for it. This innovative project
has consolidated Malaga as a Eu-
ropean alternative to American
universities for those who wish to

The university sports
statute makes it possible
for promising golfers to
combine their academic
studies with training and
competitions

The programme includes academic studies, training and physical and technical preparation. :: sur

combine their studies with top-le-
vel golf.

The programme became possi-
ble after the governing board appro-
ved the university sports statute
in 2014. It meant that UMA was
the first state-run university in
Spain to have a legal framework
within which it could organise
studying and sport in such a way
that students could benefit from
both.

The programme combines aca-
demic measures (changes of exam
or test dates, different timetables)
with a demanding schedule of tra-
ining and competitions. In exchan-
ge the students have to obtain good
academic results, on one hand, and

defend the colours and values of
Malaga University in competitions
in which they take part. The re-
sults so far have been excellent in
both respects.

A good measure of the success
of this programme is that at pre-
sent the students who have taken
part in previous years have con-
tinued, and at the moment a re-
cord 20 men and two women from
different countries are participat-
ing in it. Eleven are Spanish and
the others are from different coun-
tries in Europe, such as Italy, Hol-
land, Germany, Poland and Aus-
tria, who have selected Malaga as
the ideal place to continue their
studies without having to give up
their golf. Few British or Ameri-
can universities have such an ex-
tensive team as Malaga this year.

Sporting success

Last season, the students on the
UGPM programme became cham-
pions and runners-up in Spanish
Universities competitions (indi-
vidual and team), champions of
the European Universities compe-
tition (individual) and quarter-fi-
nalists in a team competition in
which several British universities
which have developed similar pro-
grammes over the years took part.

Some students also achieved
other successes, such as Victor Pas-
tor, who is studying at the Faculty
of Psychology, in the European
Universities Championships. He
is one of the young Spanish golf-
ers with a great future and will
soon be leaving the team and turn-
ing professional.

The UGPM provides the stu-
dents with a demanding training
and competition schedule and in-
corporates the most advanced tech-
nology which can be applied to
golf.

The young golfers train at the
Real Guadalhorce Club de Golf,
keep fit at the university’s own
sports facilities and undergo ses-
sions of sports psychology. Other
aspects, such as medical attention
and physiotherapy, are also part of
the programme and are adapted to
their academic calendar.

Technical preparation is pro-
vided by Ivan Hurtado, while the
fitness aspect is guided by José En-
rique Garcia Gonzalez and the
mental element of the game by
sports psychologist Rocio Pomares.

The preparation team is com-
pleted by Jorge Pozueta, who acts
as technical coordinator of the pro-



April 2018

The programme is now in its fourth year. :: sur

Some of this year's students. :: sur

gramme and is responsible for put-
ting the players/students in touch
with the professionals they need
for tutoring, coordination, aca-
demic support or physiotherapy.

Among the academic subjects
most in demand among the young
golfers are those offered by the Fa-
culty of Economic and Business
Sciences, although some players
from the UGM team are studying
Mechanical Engineering, Chemis-
try, Psychology or Physical Acti-
vity and Sport Sciences.

The university offers facilities
within the academic sphere to the
UGPM golf players, who benefit
from the aforementioned univer-
sity sports statute, which was spe-
cifically designed by UMA to
support top-level sportspeople in
combining their academic studies
and sports career.

The project is a combination of
the university’s more than 60 de-
gree courses, an integral high per-
formance programme and an exten-
sive calendar of golf competitions.
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New changes to the
rules of the game

The R&A and USGA are introducing technical modifications
which will come into force next year to make golf “more

attractive and accessible to newcomers”

:: A. GOMEZ

MALAGA. The Royal & Ancient
(R&A) and the USGA have revealed
four changes to the rules of golf
which will come into force next year.
These important modifications will
affect almost any round of golf,
whether professional or amateur.

The first new rule establishes that
from 1 January 2019 the ball must
be dropped from knee height. At pre-
sent it can be positioned almost on
the ground, at a height of two fin-
gers above it.

The second modification relates
to the golf club which is used to take
relief. Players will no longer be able
to use any club from their bag, but
will have to use the longest one they
have with them, with the exception
of the putter. It means that all the
relief strokes will be made with the
driver, unless the player is not ca-
ITying one.

The changes also eliminate the
penalty for an accidental double hit;
only the hit used to strike the ball
will be counted. But the most con-
troversial modification is that, with
the aim of easing the rhythm of play,
the USGA and R&A stipulate that
from next year players can drop a
ball in the vicinity of where it went
out of bounds or was lost if it has
fallen into a water obstacle. It will
no longer be necessary to return to
the tee.

There have been attempts to in-
troduce this rule for years despite

Relief drops will have to be from knee height. :: sur

strong criticism from those who be-
lieve it gives too much freedom in
estimating the point where, for ex-
ample, a ball has been lost, because
that is sometimes impossible to
know.

There will be no penalty
stroke if a player
accidentally hits the ball
while preparing

This rule will not be applied in
professional or top level amateur
tournaments. It will be a local regu-
lation: in other words it can be ap-
plied at the choice of each club and
the commiittee of every tournament.
There will be a two-stroke penalty.

Other basic rules will also chan-
ge next year. There will be no pe-
nalty for accidentally moving a ball,
for example on the putting green
or while searching for a lost ball, as
long as it is clear that it was not mo-
ved deliberately. Nor will there be
a penalty for putting with the flags-
tick in place.

C/ Francisco Villalon, local 13,
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Sergio Garcia handing over the green jacket to Patrick Reed. :: Reuters

Garcia reacts to a bad shot. :: ReuTers

Sergio breaks unwanted
record in Masters defence

Patrick Reed claimed the
prized green jacket from the
Spanish golfer who failed to
make the cut at Augusta

:: DARYL FINCH

What a difference a year can make.
Last year in the Masters at Augusta,
Sergio Garcia was the best, claim-
ing the coveted green jacket and
the first major title of his career.
This time he was joint worst in
82nd place and setting unwanted
records.

Things quickly unravelled for the

A question of strength

Juan Postigo won his fourth Spanish Championship
in Adapted Golf without the use of a prosthesis

Spaniard. Garcia is not the first de-
fending champion to miss the cut.
In fact he is the 11th. But he did so
with an astonishing two-day total
of 15 over 159, breaking the record
set by Nick Faldo who a year after
his 1996 win posted a 156.

Garcia never recovered from his
performance on the 15th in the
first round, when he dropped five

:: ALBERTO GOMEZ

MALAGA. The Cantabrian Juan Pos-
tigo secured his fourth Spanish
Championship in Adapted Golf at
the Real Club Pineda in Seville in
March. Postigo came out on top in
a tight final, seeing off Antonio
Llerena, a player also going for his
fourth title.

Llerena led the championship by
three shots at the start of the sec-
ond and final day. However, Postigo
recorded a 73, four shots less than
Llerea to win the title.

Postigo, European champion in
2016, is a golfer whose right leg was
amputated. He plays without a pros-
thesis and he now adds this win to
his victories in 2014, 2015 and 2016.

The golfer is now preparing to ac-
complish the dream that every
sportsman or woman has “since
childhood”: to become a professional
and “make a livelihood out of play-
ing sport”. This would make him
the first amputated golfer in Spain
to become a professional.

His progression has been rapid.
When he was nine years old, he was
first taken to a golf course by his
grandfather who had recently re-
tired. From that moment on, Pos-
tigo decided that he would give up
sailing, for which he had had a pas-
sion since his early moments, to pur-
sue his new-found love.

April 2018

balls in the water, completing the
five-par hole in 13, matching the
highest single-hole score in tour-
nament history.

On Friday, Garcia made six bo-
geys and a double bogey. A birdie
on the last hole allowed him to
break 160 - not enough to make
the cut which, at five over 149, was
the lowest since 2015.

The Spaniard had to keep him-
self occupied until the Sunday
when he handed over the green
jacket to American Patrick Reed.

Reed claimed the crown after
shooting a final-round 71 to earn
a one-shot victory over compatriot
Rickie Fowler. Reed finished on -
15 under, holding off Fowler, on
67 -14 and Jordan Spieth 64 -13.

“Any time trying to close off a
golf tournament is really hard but
to close off my first major at a place
that’s so close to me, being where
I'went to college, means so much,”
said the 27-year-old who became
the ninth first-time major winner
in the past 12 Masters.

When asked earlier in the week
why he thinks only three players
have managed to defend their Mas-
ters titles, Sergio Garcia said: “The
simple answer is it’s just difficult
to win.

“It doesn’t matter if it’s back-to-
back or just one. Some people don’t
realise how difficult it is to win
any tournament, and a major is
even tougher, and Augusta and the
Masters, it’s even more difficult.”

The lack of a leg due to a congeni-
tal problem has never posed any dif-
ficulty for him; he has always
learned how to adapt. “I don’t have
any issues because I've never known
what it is like to play with two legs,”
explains Postigo, who says the only
“difficulties” he experiences are the
same as those of any other player,
such as “getting out of a bunker”.

During the last six years, Juan Pos-
tigo has gone from an initial handi-
cap of 36 to 1.4. Despite getting his
handicap down to four very rapidly,
he had to take a “little break” from
the sport because of an operation
before continuing his progression.

Though Postigo insists that he
hasn’t encountered “any added cha-
llenge” because of his disability and
goes round courses with his crut-
ches and club bag on his back. He
started playing with a prosthesis but
after undergoing surgery which
struck a nerve, he is unable to wear
one anymore because of the pain.

In order to make up for the lack
of the power that players with two
legs can generate, Postigo trains six
days a week, three of which are dou-
ble sessions.

Now, he says that his long game,
once “a weak point”, is “quite con-
sistant” compared to the early days
when his body “wasn’t prepared to
get distance and stability”.
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Women golfers
rebel against the
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gender pay gap

Female golfers on the major tours say
men receive much more money when
they win even though the amount of

effort is the same

:: ALBERTO GOMEZ

he world of sport is no ex-
ception to the salary gap
between men and wo-

men. The celebration of
the ANA Inspiration, the first ma-
jor golf tournament of the year,
coincided with different activities
which were organised to call for
equal pay on the men’s and wo-
men’s tours.

Even in the Californian desert,
where the tournament took place,
athletes from different disciplines
joined actress and activist Ashley
Judd last month to talk of their ex-
petiences and to demand equality in
the world of sport, as well as other
spheres of life. For the majority of
participants in the talks at the Mis-
sion Hills club, it is frustrating to re-
ceive less money when they put the
same amount of effort and dedica-
tion into their sport as their male co-
lleagues. In this respect, sports such
as tennis, hockey and athletics have
been far ahead of golf for years.

Over 40 years ago, American ten-
nis star Billie Jean King accepted
a challenge from male champion
Bobby Riggs, who despite being 56
years old insisted that he was ca-
pable of beating any woman. Riggs,
who was blatantly sexist, had
beaten Australian player Margaret
Court, the then world number one,
months earlier.

King beat him 6-4, 6-3 and 6-3
in an exhibition match watched
on TV by 90 million people. That
was more than a tennis match; it

Anna Nordqvis with her caddie, in a file photo. :: sur

was a vindication for the call for
sportswomen to be considered as
professional and capable as their
male counterparts. King’s achieve-
ment was fundamental in the fact
that tennis is the only sport in
which men and women are paid
the same in their most important
tournaments, including the Grand
Slam trials.

Golf is still far from awarding
equal prizes in its championships,
but the number of women’s tours,
especially in America, has increased
considerably in recent years, in the
same way tennis became more
popular in the 1990s. In Spain,
however, golf still suffers from be-
ing seen as an elite and over-com-
plicated sport.

“It’s much more expensive than
surfing or skiing. There is a lack of
sports culture, of knowledge. Even
recently, someone asked me if golf
counts as a sport,” says Marta
Figueras-Dotti, a retired profes-
sional golfer who is famous
throughout Europe.

The increased interest in golf'is
evident in the USA and some Asian
countries, where the economic and
media impact of women’s tourna-
ments grows every year. In
southern Eurpe the growth is
much more discreet, although in
some countries such as France,
where one of the five ‘majors’ ta-
kes place every year, women are
now attracting thousands of fans
to the golf courses. The time to
break down barriers is starting.
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Seville starts the tourist season with
its golf courses in peak condition

The region’s capital city is expecting hundreds of thousands of visitors as it
prepares for the April Fair and the onset of lovely spring weather

ALEJANDRO
DIAZ

pring is a lovely time of

year in Andalucia and

there are plenty of tradi-

tional, cultural and sport-
ing events for visitors to enjoy such
as the April Fair in Seville, the pa-
tios in Cordoba, the ‘romeria’ pil-
grimages of El Rocio and the Vir-
gen de la Cabeza in Andujar, the
Jerez Fair, the May crosses, Corpus
Christi and the Motorcycling Grand
Prix in Jerez.

Visiting Seville at this time of
year is a unique experience, espe-
cially for those who come during
the April Fair. However, golfis also
a major tourist attraction here so
lovers of this sport can enjoy all the
attractions of this historic city with-
out foregoing the chance to play a
few holes.

Seville’s fame as a golfing desti-
nation is primarily due to courses
such as the Real Club de Sevilla,
which was designed by José Maria
Olazabal. Its proximity to the city
centre makes it a firm favourite with
those who want to enjoy a few days’
sightseeing. It has hosted some of
the most important championships
in the world, and is reputed to be
one of the finest courses anywhere.
Itis an ideal place to play golf and
spend time with the family, as it has
a clubhouse, sports club and chil-
dren’s club as well as a restaurant
and cafeteria.

However, there are many other
golf courses in Seville province as
well, such as Club Zaudin Golf which
was the last course designed in Spain
by one of the best golfers of all time,
Gary Player. Thisis an 18-hole par 71
course, which lies among orange and
olive trees.

Nature and design are masterfu-
lly combined at Zaudin Golf, with
its wide fairways and undulating
greens surrounded by hundred-year-
old olive trees. The town is filled
with art and history and is in itself
a treasure well worth discovering.

The clubhouse at Zaudin Golf
used to be a mansion on an Andalu-
sian estate where citrus fruits and
olives were grown, and much of the
original structure has been retained
including the floors, colours, and ar-
chitectural design. It is surrounded
by well-established palm trees and
has a bar, café, restaurant, terrace
and a large room for celebrations.

The Real Club de Golf in Seville has hosted tournaments on the European Tour and forms part of the history of the sport. :: sur

Seville's April Fair attracts hundreds of thousands of tourists. :: sur

The views from the terrace are im-
pressive, with the city of Seville as
a backdrop.

However, there are other options

for golf lovers as well. One is Las Mi-
nas golf club, whose course was de-
signed by Antonio Garcia Garrido
and is ideal for beginners as well as

There are two top quality
golf courses very close to
Seville city and visitors
will find plenty of others
elsewhere in the province

experts. The nine-hole course has
long and difficult par fives, extensi-
ve undulating modern greens with
amodern design and four strategi-
cally-placed lakes.

Meanwhile the Real Club Pine-
da, whose first round was played by
architects Rodrigo and Felipe Me-
dina Benjumea, has an 18-hole cour-
se with wide fairways and nume-
rous trees. The course is flat with
three lakes and bunkers. There are
also two practice tees, one of them
for the exclusive use of the golf
school, two putting greens and a
practice bunker. Since 1965 Pineda
Golf has hosted the Giralda Golf
Cup, which is sponsored by the
Count of Barcelona.

The authorities in Seville are cu-
rrently in the process of expanding
the golf facilities in the province
even further. For example, last
month Seville city council approved
basic plans for a major sports com-
plex including a golf practice centre,
five football pitches, six padel courts,

a gymnasium and large public re-
creation area at Los Bermejales.
These are just some examples of
the exceptional golf facilities in the
region for those who decide to ho-
liday there or who feel like playing
golf during the day and celebrating
at the April Fair in Seville at night.
The ‘Feria de Abril’ always takes
place after Easter and it dates back
to 1846, when councillors José Ma-
ria Ibarra and Narciso Bonaplata pro-
posed that a three-day livestock fair
should be held in April every year.
After being approved by Queen Isa-
bel I1, the first fair took place on 18
April 1847 at the Prado de San Sebas-
tidn, and was visited by around
25,000 people. Over the years it be-
came one of the most important
events in the city, and became less
of a livestock fair and more of a party.

Spring in Andalucia

Of course, spring does not only
happen in Seville; the whole region
of Andalucia is worth visiting at this
time of year. The natural parks, such
as Dofiana, Sierra Nevada, Cazorla
and Grazalema are at their most beau-
tiful in spring, and as the weather be-
comes warmer the lovely beaches of
Malaga, Huelva, Cadiz and Almeria
are extremely tempting. It doesn’t
actually matter which part of Anda-
lucia you choose to visit; each and
every one has something very spe-
cial for travellers to enjoy.
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“l would
love to win
the Opende
Espana”

Rafael Cabrera-Bello is
competing in the tournament
which returns to the
European Tour this weekend

:: ALBERTO GOMEZ

MALAGA. Rafael Cabrera-Bello
has returned to Spain with the
hope of making his childhood
dream come true: winning the
Open de Espaia, one of the oldest
and most prestigious tournaments
in Europe, which began on Thurs-
day April 12th and continues un-
til Sunday 15th.

The world number 21 recently
confirmed that he would be par-
ticipating in the 91st edition of this
tournament, which is taking place
at the National Golf Centre in Ma-
drid, a public course and the head-
quarters of the Spanish Royal Golf
Federation.

Three-time winner of a tourna-
ment on the European Tour, the
most recent being the Scottish
Open last year, Cabrera-Bello has
made an outstanding start to the
season, finishing in the top ten on
three occasions and with special
mention for his third place at the
WGC Mexico Championship in
early March. That helped him to
be placed fourth in the annual clas-
sification of the Race to Dubai, as
did his contribution to the Euro-
pean team’s victory over Asia in
the EurAsia Cup in January.

“It would really mean a lot to
me to win the Open de Espana,”

says the player from the Canary
Islands, who is taking part in this
championship for the 15th time.
“I’'m very proud to have won
Spanish titles in all categories since
I was young and in the under-18s.
That’s why it would be a dream
come true to win the Spanish Open
and complete the circle even more.
For a Spaniard it is without a doubt

The Open de Espaiia runs
until 15 April at the
National Golf Centrein
Madrid, HQ of the Royal
Golf Federation

the biggest victory you can dream
of, from the time you are a child.”

“The Open de Espaia is one of
the oldest events in the history of
the European Tour and we are very
proud of that. Some major players
have won it; many of the Spanish
ones are my idols, and this is defi-
nitely one of the trophies I would
most like to add to my CV,” says
Cabrera-Bello, who was unbeaten
in his debut in the Ryder Cup 2016
at Hazeltine National and is now
playing in front of thousands of
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Cabrera-Bello is excited at the prospect of winning his first Open de Espafa. :: sur

fans at this tournament, which is
free to watch at the National Golf
Centre in Madrid.

“A great many people come to
watch the Open de Espana and
support us every day. It’s really ex-
citing for all Spanish golfers. This
is our fifth ‘major’. Last year it
couldn’t take place and it has been
difficult for the Spanish Golf Fe-
deration to keep it going,” he says.

Cabrera-Bello is aware that the
organisers have worked extremely
hard in arranging the cham-
pionship together with the Euro-
pean Tour and the Golf Federation
of Madrid, and says it is a shame
that the news came quite late. “We
had to find a gap in the agenda to
be here, but anyway I am very
happy to be back again.”

He also reveals that his favouri-
te part is “the second round, the
last nine holes”.
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THE MONTH

IN PHOTOS

<Likeold
times. It was
like the good old
days at the Ar-
nold Palmer Invi-
tational last
month when
Rory Mcllroy
birdied five of
last six to win at
Bay Hill (-18),
pipping Tiger
Woods who was
among the fa-
vourites going
into the final
round. :: sur

A Record breaker. phil Mickelson made history last
month when he became the oldest ever winner of a world
championship. At 47 years, eight months and 16 days, he
claimed victory in the WGC-Mexico Championship. :: sur

-

A Tourism. There was a great focus on the golf industry on
the Andalucia stand at the recent ITB travel fair in Berlin. The
region hopes to use the sport as a way of increasing year-

A Career back on track. Florida golfer Bubba Watson returned
to winning ways last month, claiming victory in the WGC Match Play
tournamentafter dominating Kevin Kisner on the way to an easy win.
Though no one doubted his quality, this win, his first in two years,

round tourism to the region. :: sur could provide the boost his career needed. :: sur
2018 AGENDA
20 April Baviera 14 June Mijas 21July Mijas 25 August Mijas
Gran Senior Femenino ASGA Gran Premio Electrénica Asociacién Tamisuel
Open tournament Open tournament Open tournament Open tournament
1June Lauro 23 June Mijas 28 July Mijas 30 August Lauro
Camp. Espafia. 32 Cat. Gran Premio Solidarios Premio Lucha Conrta el Cancer Campeonato Infantil Reale
Open tournament Open tournament Open tournament Open tournament
2June LaCalaResort | 7July Mijas 10 August Mijas 2September Mijas
Cudeca Cup Memorial Blas Fernandez Memorial Felipe Pérez Clubes de Golf de Andalucia
Open tournament Open tournament Open tournament Open tournament
2June Mijas 14 July Mijas 18 August Mijas 25 November Mijas
Gran Premio AFA Fuengirola Maderas Gémez Gran Premio Sanitubo Clubes de Golf de Andalucia
Open tournament Open tournament Open tournament Open tournament
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