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Spain is leading the fight against climate
change with cutting-edge technology,
eco-friendly transport initiatives and by
holding corporations and individuals
accountable for environmental issues

-
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he impact of road vehicles
on the environment has
become an issue of increas-
ing concern for govern-
ments and environmental cam-
paigners over the last few decades.
The solution to the problem is com-
plicated, because simply buying a
newer, more efficient car is not nec-

essarily the best solution.

Mike Berners-Lee, a leading
thinker on sustainability and global
warming, has highlighted that the
hidden cost to the environment of
each new car is a massive release of
pollutants, a huge amount of waste
and the burning of a lot of precious
fossil fuel. He has estimated that
630kg of CO2 is produced for every
thousand euros spent on a new car.

Even hybrid cars need to be
plugged into a power source in or-
der to fully charge their electric-
only systems. This too can be prob-
lematic because it means that they
are effectively tapping into what-
ever type of power plant is produc-
ing that energy, be it coal, green en-
ergy, nuclear, etc.

Spain is slightly more efficient
than the EU average for how it gen-

erates power for its electric cars, es-
pecially when compared to Poland
and Germany, which use far more
coal and fossil fuels in their energy
production.

The technology is still in its in-
fancy; electric cars do not have the
range of conventional models and
although Malaga has set up many
electric charging stations around
the city, the same cannot be said
for other areas.

Spain has become an interna-
tional leader in pioneering environ-
mentally-friendly transport. Bar-
celona has announced that it will
ban cars that are older than 20 years
from the roads during the week to
cut traffic emissions by 30% over
15 years.

“[The aim] is to reduce emissions
by 10% over the next five years to

gradually reach the levels recom-
mended by the World Health Or-
ganization and accelerate the adop-
tion of more intensive local meas-
ures in order to reach the levels set
by the EU before 2020,” a spokes-
person at Barcelona city council said
recently.

SUR reported in February this
year that the European Commis-
sion had requested that its mem-
ber states present their proposals
for reducing greenhouse gases. Spain
was found to have particularly high
vehicle emissions.

Dr Aitana Calvo of the Spanish
Association of Medical Oncology
(SEOM) embraced this, saying that
inhaling vehicle fumes could increase
the risk of lung and bladder cancers.

Ecologists in Action, however, has
criticised the European Commission
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“Governments have not
taken the necessary
measures to preventillegal
contamination of the air. It's
criminal and shouldn't go
unpunished” - Raquel
Monton, Greenpeace

for not taking sufficient action,
pointing out that it had released simi-
lar directives in 2005 and 2010 which
had not been followed. Raquel
Montoén, a Spanish Greenpeace rep-
resentative, said that “governments
have not taken the necessary meas-
ures to prevent illegal contamina-
tion of the air. It’s criminal and
shouldn’t go unpunished.”

Th Spanish green party Equo has
cited data from ecologists that
shows that 94% of people in Spain
breathe contaminated air. How-
ever, the government is aware of

n event in Ma

An electric car

the issue. The Spanish Secretary
of State for the Environment,
Maria Garcia Rodriguez, has an-
nounced that the national govern-
ment has invested more than 1.2
billion euros in order to improve
air quality in Spain.

In December 2016, Madrid or-
dered half of most private cars off
the roads to tackle worsening air
pollution. The restrictions oper-
ated between 6.30am and 9pm.
The city council said in a state-
ment: “Vehicles with even-num-
ber registration plates will be al-
lowed to drive around on even-
number days and cars with odd-
number registration plates on odd-
number days”. The move to ban

half of cars was level threeon a
scale of four anti-pollution meas-
ures. Level four would have banned
taxis from the city, except those
that were hybrid cars. The meas-
ure was very successful in reduc-
ing smog, lasting little over a
month.

Environmental concerns have
often been ignored or slighted by
car manufacturers, as evidenced
by the recent BMW emissions scan-
dal. However, it is clear that Spain
is leading the charge for eco-
friendly vehicles.

Seat, Spain’s largest car manu-
facturer, has confirmed that it will
release a fully electric carin 2020
with a range of 311 miles.
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The th-en Prince Felipe inspecting

\ i
an electric car in 2013. :: EFe

TOWARDS A
SUSTAINABLE

FUTURE

Malaga has long been at the fore-
front of Spain’s fight against cli-
mate change. In 2012, the city
launched the ZEM2ALL (Zero
Emission Mobility to All) project
to raise awareness of the benefits
of electric cars. Two hundred peo-
ple rented Mitsubishi MiEV elec-
tric models over a four-year period
and 243 electric charging points
were built around the city.

The results were amazing. The
programme saw 2.9 million miles
driven with zero emissions, more
than 100,000 charges take place
and prevented 330 tonnes of CO2
emissions, the equivalent of the
consumption of 50 homesina
year.

In September 2017, SUR pub-
lished an article about the eco-
nomic and environmental bene-
fits of increasing green transport
in the city of Malaga. Hybrid cars

and motorbikes, electric bicycles
and roller blades are helping to
save money and the environment.
An exhibition known as Expou-
met, which took place around the
city, also showcased the benefits
of sustainable transport.

Green energy can have a posi-
tive effect on the economy by cre-
ating new jobs, caring for the city’s
heritage, increasing security and
making for a higher standard of
living for people across the world.

Malaga mayor Francisco de la
Torre said that we all have to be
“involved” in a “collective effort
to fight against climate change”.
He also clarified that there will al-
ways be a need for transport, but
“we need to make it as efficient
as possible”.

The city currently offers elec-
tric car and bicycle rentals, as well
as several charging stations.
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rials of driverless cars are

moving forward in Spain,

although there is some

concern about their safety
because vehicles of this type have
been involved in three fatal acci-
dents since 2016.

Experts are still trying to find out
why one Tesla autonomous car col-
lided with a large lorry in Florida in
that year, why another made by
Uber ran over and killed a 49-year-
old woman in Arizona last month,
and why another Tesla hit a concrete
wall in California a few weeks ago.
In each case, the person behind the
wheel should have been able to re-
spond to a warning from the vehi-
cle, but appeared to do nothing.

Despite the concerns, analysts at
Credit Suisse believe that by 2040
about 14 per cent of all new cars will
be completely or partly autonomous.
The PSA group was the first to test
a fully autonomous car in Spain on
23 November 2015, and many of the
latest trials are taking place in this
country. “Spain is perfect for this,
because it has every type of weather
condition,” says Elias Izquierdo, the
head of Mobileye in Spain.

Mobileye is a subsidiary of Intel
and the Spanish traffic authority
(DGT) which sees a future in which
cars are not driven by people as a way
of improving road safety.

At present, work is being carried
out to produce maps which driver-
less cars can ‘read’, and for this pur-
pose Mobileye has provided the DGT
with its Advanced Driving Assis-
tance Systems service (ADAS) and
Road Experience Management
(REM) technology.

The project involves fleets of ve-
hicles - about 5,000 are needed for a
large city - which are equipped with
the company’s cameras, and a server
on which tolodge the data. “The new
system should be installed in the cars
within two or three years, says
Izquierdo.

At the moment, the safety or driv-
ing assistance systems are based on
sensors such as radar or LIDAR, two
systems which measure and detect
objects via laser. The laser rays they
emit impact on the objects and
bounce back again.

“The aim is that when the ADAS
can’t see, it will be able to work from
amap,” says Izquierdo.

An autonomous car in the town of Phoenix, USA. ::

TECHNOLOGY
AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES

L&

SAFE
WITHOUT
A DRIVER?

Tests are still being
carried out despite
recent acadents

: JOSE A. GONZALEZ

“At the moment Spain has com-
mitted to one system, and we will
see if it manages to map the whole
country. It will creat a segmented
map with all the information col-
lected by the vehicles’ cameras,
which record the information
about the roads. It will include all
types of road signs, and traffic
lights,” says Izquierdo.

Maps that design routes

With this data, the autonomous car
will be able to geoposition itself
through triangulation and if; for ex-
ample, it has snowed and the sys-
tem can’t see the lines, “thanks to
the map it will know where the road
runs”. “There are 13 brands which
have already reached an agreement
with us and they could come to
Spain for their tests and develop all
the technology here,” he says.

One of these projects will be in
Barcelona, where the council has
already incorporated the latest gen-
eration Mobileye sensors and data
analysis on its urban buses.

“Barcelona wants to be a pioneer
in preventing accidents, and hopes
to serve as an example to others,”
says the Mobileye website.

The data collected will be ana-
lysed by the DGT and other organi-
sations to prepare the roads in Spain
for semi-autonomous and driver-
less vehicles. The data used will also
be used on other projects, to find
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new ways of improving road safety.

The Mobileye-DGT agreement
is a pioneer in Europe and manu-
facturers and technologies are now
looking towards Spanish motor-
ways, because they are free of as-
phyxiating regulations for autono-
mous driving.

Spain rejected the Vienna con-
vention, which defines a vehicle
as a combination of car and driver,
in 1968, and this means it is able
to operate vehicles which can
travel for up to 600 kilometres
with no direct action by a driver.
This has already led to complaints
among other EU members, who
are unable to develop a technol-
ogy which is due to come into use
in the near future.

According to a study which has
been carried out by the DGT, if ve-
hicles in Spain had already had this
type of technology it could have
prevented or mitigated 4,000 col-
lisions with pedestrians in the past
year, reduced head-on collisions by
54 per cent and avoided 19,000 ac-
cidents which occurred when cars
accidentally left the road.

As part of the Vision Cero pro-
ject, which aims to stop all deaths
and serious injuries on Spanish
roads, the DGT and Mobileye are
firmly supporting the application
of the latest technology for the
safety of drivers, pedestrians and
cyclists.
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QUALITY The group operates at premises covering a total area of 10,000 square metres across the
province and also runs the Motor Factory multi-brand semi-new and second-hand vehicle warehouse

HONDA COTRI, THE OLDEST
HONDA DEALER IN SPAIN,
A GUARANTEE OF QUALITY

One of the most important
things when it comes to buying
a car is to place our confiden-
ce and trust in a leading com-
pany that can guarantee that
everything will go smoothly.

With 30 years’ experience,
Honda Cotri is the oldest Hon-
da dealer in Spain and a
synonym of trustworthiness and
excellence thanks to its work and
good practice.

The company has more than
10,000 square metres of premises
in the province, with headquar-
ters in Malaga and Marbella.

Despite the competitive natu-
re of the market, Cotri stands
out as a benchmark when it co-
mes to volume of business and
quality ratings both in Andalu-

cia and in Spain as a whole.

As well as distributing and re-
pairing all the Honda models,
the group also runs Motor Fac-
tory, the largest multi-brand
semi-new and second-hand
vehicle warehouse in Andalucia
with more than 100 cars on
show at all times.

It also has its own mechanics
workshop which whoever buys
a car can visit for the necessary

checks or to deal with any pro-
blem that could arise in the fu-
ture, with all of the vehicles co-
ming with at least a one-year
guarantee.

Likewise, in keeping with the
company’s philosophy Motor
Factory offers the highest trans-
parency and guarantees on all
its vehicles when it comes to their
origin and maintenance. Plus,
the group runs 100-point ins-
pections on all vehicles before
they are handed over to the bu-
yers to certify that they are de-
livered in perfect condition.

All with a professional servi-
ce and personalised attention in
English provided in all the de-
partments.
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CLASSIC CARS
COSTA ASSOCIATIONS

MOTORING FOR
PLEASURE ON
THE COSTA

Classic car owners and vehicle enthusiasts get
together to share their passion for motors on
the roads of Andalucia = eew crare

he Costa del Sol has long

been home to a variety of

car owners’ clubs, catering

to both English and Span-
ish speakers who are loyal to a par-
ticular brand of vehicle or classic car
enthusiasts. They also enjoy links
with the Malaga Automobile and
Fashion Museum, which boasts a
collection of 90 classic vehicles. The
clubs cater for residents of Malaga
province right the way down to Gi-
braltar, and have diverse member-
ships encompassing an array of dif-
ferent nationalities.

The Classic Car Club of Anda-
lucia is run by Ian Giles, who was
already living in Spain when he
joined the club at its inception 10
years ago. “We’ve got a very active
cosmopolitan membership of
around 400 to 500 members, a re-
flection of the people who live
down here on the Costa del Sol.
What’s important about the club
is that it’s open to classic cars but
also cars of a classic nature or mod-
ern classic cars like a Porsche or
Ferrari that have been made for a
number of years without change,”
he told SUR in English.

The Classic Car Club members
get together at El Chaparral golf
club on the first Tuesday of every
month, as well as organising a clas-

The clubs have very
active cosmopolitan
memberships, a
reflection of the people
who live along on the
Costa del Sol

sic car run on the Saturday that fol-
lows the club night. In early May,
the club will be holding a two-week
tour of classic cars from London to
Monte Carlo. Ian explained that ce-
lebrities from show business and
Formula 1 will attend and the event
will be tied in with classic Formula
1 racing at Monte Carlo.

Another organisation, the Sol
Classic Car Club was established
in 2004; Qasim Shaikh has been
its president since 2006. The club
began from an informal meeting
of local car enthusiasts in Marbella,
but soon grew into the large or-
ganisation that it is today.

Qasim explains that members’
cars have to be at least 15 years old
and have been in production for
25 years. “We help each other with
parts and technology as well as
holding seminars about the actual
technology itself. The club is about
bringing people together; we’re a

not-for-profit with a focus on the
social aspect of motoring.”

Win Percy, the British former
motor racing driver, is a member
of the club. Qasim himself has a
Series 1 Bentley and a MG Midget.
The most remarkable carin the
club is a 90-year-old Bullnose Mor-
ris. “Luckily the Spanish vehicle
authorities are quite relaxed. There
isno way on earth that that car
could go through a modern ITV
test,” said Qasim.

The Gibraltar Classic Vehicle As-
sociation was founded in 2001. Its
president is Howard Danino, who
joined the association in 2006 and
became president in 2010. The club
has over 100 members with about
150 vehicles. It has strong ties with
associations on the Costa del Sol
and organises a wide range of
events.

“The next major eventis an in-
ternational rally, which will take
place on 19 May. We’ll meet in
Casemates Square and drive around
Gibraltar before stopping for lunch.
The following day we’ll have a sce-
nic drive of about 100km in the di-
rection of Tarifa. That should only
cost around 25 euros per person
and we’ll provide a printable map,”
Howard explained. “We have
events every month and venture

Several vintage cars at La Canada in Marbella.

A vintage car of the Classic Car Club Andalucia during

into Spain every other month so
there’s always a lot on.”

The other classic vehicle asso-
ciation on the Costa is the Span-
ish-speaking Club Vehiculos
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CLUB VEHICULOS HISTORICOS

Histoéricos Costa del Sol which also
organises a variety of monthly
events. The club has around 40
members and often meets for din-
ners. The group is open to enthu-
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Lancashire. :: cLASSIC CAR CLUB ANDALUCIA

siasts as well as classic vehicle own-
ers. Their major annual outing is
the Vuelta a la Peninsula Ibérica,
a two-week event where club
members drive around the entirety
of Spain, Portugal and Andorra.

Modern car owners

The Costa del Sol also has two car clubs
for enthusiasts of specific makes of
car, whatever the vehicles’ ages. The
first is the Ferrari Owners’ Club An-
dalucia, which meets at the Monza
Bar in Puerto Banus. The members of
the association meet every Sunday
at11.30am in front of Toni Dalli’s res-
taurant on the Golden Mile and in-
vite anyone with an interest in Fer-
raris to go along and look at the cars.
The club also organises regular events
for vehicle owners and fans where
they can meet up to discuss upcom-
ing events, which include lunches,
rallies and exhibitions at the Malaga

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

» Classic Car Club of Andalucia.
www.cccandalucia.com/
info@cccandalucia.com

» Sol Classic Car Club.
www.solclassiccarclub.net/
qasim.shaikh@gmail.com

» Gibraltar Classic Vehicle
Association.
www.gibraltarclassiccar.com
howard@gibraltar.gi

» Club Vehiculos Historicos
Costa del Sol.
clubcostadelsol@live.com

» Ferrari Owners’ Club
Andalucia.
info@ferrariownersclubandalucia.es

» Porsche Owners’ Club
Andalucia.
peter@porscheownersandalucia.eu

congress centre.

The Porsche Owners’ Club Anda-
lucia is the newest motor club on
the Costa, having only been founded
in 2014. The founder and former
president, Gary Compson, said that
the club is designed to bring together
Porsche enthusiasts who wish to
share their knowledge and exper-
tise, while enjoying the friendly at-
mosphere created from monthly so-
cial gatherings and motoring events.

“The aim of our rally days is to
discover the hidden charms of An-
dalucia, concluding with a lunch at
one of the many wonderful local
ventas and restaurants. Our future
plans include track days as well as
Porsche produce launches and many
more exciting motoring events,”
said Gary. Their upcoming events
include a club dinner at Café Magna
on 9 May and an overnight trip to
Ubeda on 19 and 20 May.

f Members of the Sol Classic.Cars Club pictured with their vehicles in April 2018.
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The Ferrari Club's Christmas meeting. :: FERRARI OWNERS’ CLUB ANDALUCIA
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iesel no longer occupies

the highest step on the

podium of the Spanish

car market. The so-called
Volkswagen ‘dieselgate’ scandal
and the intention of Madrid and
Barcelona councils to restrict ac-
cess to city centres for vehicles that
cause the most pollution are among
the factors that have caused a mas-
sive change in consumers’ decisions
when buying a new car.

After decades of dominating the
market, cars powered by diesel are
now becoming less popular than
those which run on petrol. In 2017,
for the first time since at least the
1990s, the sales of petrol cars ex-
ceeded diesel, not just in Malaga
province but in Spain as a whole,
and the trend is increasing, says
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In 2017, for the first time in
decades, more new petrol cars
were sold than diesel ones,
while hybrids are becoming
INcreasingly popular

Carlos Oliva, the president of AMA-
Asomauto, the Association of Ve-
hicle Dealers and Garages in Malaga
province.

According to statistics published
by the DGT traffic authority, of the
58,010 vehicles registered in Malaga
last year (including not only cars
but also lorries, vans and motorcy-
cles, among others), 30,025 run on
petrol (51.8 per cent) and 27,024
on diesel (46.6 per cent). In the pre-
vious year 49.7 per cent of vehicles
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sold were diesel, compared with
49 per cent petrol.

In January and February this
year, 51.7 per cent and 56.4 per cent
of new cars registered in Spain were
petrol (no provincial figures are
available for these months).

“For many years more diesel cars
were sold than petrol ones, but last
year that changed and we think
even fewer diesel vehicles will be
sold this year,” says Carlos Oliva.
In fact, his association believes the
number of new diesel vehicles reg-
istered is likely to drop by about
eight per cent.

Damaged reputation

The change is partly due to the bad
reputation diesel cars have acquired
because of scandals such as the one
at Volkswagen, who installed soft-
ware to trick the measurement of
emissions in more than 11 million
vehicles; or the more recent inci-
dent in which several German
manufacturers were accused of fi-
nancing experiments on human
beings about the effects of emis-
sions from diesel engines. Behind
these controversies lies the same
problem: the growing concern by
European authorities about atmos-
pheric contamination caused by
vehicles.

It is not only the EU that is fo-
cusing on diesel cars. Councils are
also doing so, such as Madrid and
Barcelona, which are considering
restricting access to the city cen-
tres for vehicles that pollute the
most and have already asked the
government to cancel the tax in-
centives for the purchase of diesel
fuel.

“Consumers are aware of this and
in the end it does influence their
decision when buying,” says Oliva.

In addition, there is the fact that
petrol cars have become much more
efficient in terms of fuel consump-
tion, and over the years the price
difference between the two types
of fuel has lessened. The Anfac mo-
tor manufacturers’ association says
the trend actually began to change
back in 2012, long before ‘diesel-
gate’ occurred in 2015.

The decline in diesel is not just
a characteristic of the Spanish mar-
ket; it is occurring all over Europe.
In 2014, about 54 per cent of vehi-
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WHAT CAR SHOULD 1 BUY?

» Diesel. They are more expensive
than the equivalent petrol models
and maintenance is also more ex-
pensive, but drivers who do more
than 20,000 kilometres a year,
mostly on motorways and main
roads, are compensated by fuel sav-
ings. These vehicles do, however,
produce more pollution.

» Petrol. This type of engine is
recommended if you don’t use the
car very much (less than 20,000
kilometres a year) and drive in
towns as well as on main roads.
These cars are more economical
and their fuel consumption has
reduced considerably in recent
years.

» Hybrids. If you nearly always
drive in towns this is the most
economical option, although this
type of car is more expensive to
buy than conventional models.

The trend began to
changein 2012, but
‘dieselgate’ and other
scandals have
accentuated the shift

cles sold in Europe were diesel, but
in 2016 the percentages changed
to 49 per cent diesel and around 46
per cent petrol. In 2017 diesel sales
accounted for the lowest market
share in ten years: 43.7 per cent,
compared with over 50 per cent
petrol.

Irrational decisions

The president of AMA admits that
for many years diesel was “fash-
ionable” because many purchasers
“came with the intention of buy-
ing a diesel car, and it made no dif-
ference how much the dealer rec-
ommended that a petrol car would
be better for their type of use”.
Now, he says, dealers are starting
to see the opposite: clients are de-
termined not to buy a diesel car be-
cause they are afraid that in future

they will not be allowed to drive
in city centres or they will end up
paying higher tax on fuel.

Professionals in the sector say
it is best not to have preconceived
ideas when buying a car, and to re-
alistically analyse your driving hab-
its in order to choose the ideal ve-
hicle. People who do a great many
kilometres a year and drive mostly
on main roads will still find diesel
the best option, while those who
drive under 20,000 kilometres a
year, on main roads and in towns,
would do better with petrol. Car-
los Oliva points out that if a car is
not used very much, those with a
diesel engine are more likely to suf-
fer mechanical problems.

Nor should the third option be
forgotten, and it is becoming more
popular: hybrid cars, the sale of
which doubled in Malaga last year,
to 1,690. For those who do nearly
all their driving in towns, these are
the best option: you only have to
look at the number of taxi drivers
who are using hybrid vehicles
nowadays. “By 2025 vehicle sales
are expected to be equal among the
three different types, diesel, pet-
rol and hybrids, and by 2030 hy-
brids will be dominating the mar-
ket,” says Oliva.

The same cannot be said for cars
which are 100 per cent electric: last
year only 101 were sold in Malaga
province. In January this year alone,
156 hybrid vehicles were sold.

The association recommends
that anyone planning to buy a new
car should keep an open mind and
be prepared to be advised by the
dealer.

“It depends on the type of driv-
ing you do, the number of kilome-
tres you travel, the type of roads
you use. Based on that informa-
tion, the professionals can recom-
mend the type of car which will
suit you best. It isn’t always a good
idea to take notice of what your
neighbour might say,” says Oliva.
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The best-selling cars in Malaga in 2017

1. Dacia Sandero

2. Seat Ibiza

3. Seat Ledn

Make Model Sales
1 DACIA SANDERO 1,090
2 SEAT IBIZA 948
3 SEAT LEON 670
4 NISSAN QASHQAI 657
5 RENAULT CLIO 643
6 HYUNDAI TUCSON 613
7 TOYOTA YARIS 590
8 OPEL CORSA 557
9 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 550
10 KIA SPORTAGE 547
11 RENAULT CAPTUR 532
12 SEAT ATECA 521
13 VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN 516
14 CITROEN 3 501
15 RENAULT MEGANE 497
16 PEUGEOT 2008 485
17 TOYOTA AURIS 476
18 PEUGEOT 208 449
19 BMW X1 430
20 PEUGEOT 3008 412
21 HYUNDAI 120 347
22 TOYOTA C-HR 344
23 PEUGEOT 308 340
24 RENAULT KADJAR 335
25 DACIA DUSTER 332
26 NISSAN JUKE 328
27 MERCEDES CLASE - GLA 309
28 FIAT TIPO 306
29 VOLKSWAGEN POLO 292
30 KIA CARENS 285

Source: Malaga Motoring Association
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~ATS UP AS FERRARI'S
NT CONTINUE

The Italian team go
into the Azerbaijan
GP this weekend just
one point behind last
year's champions
Mercedes

espite a resounding dou-
ble in the Formula 1
World Championship last
year, engineers at Mer-
cedes made the most of the winter

DARYL
FINCH

>4 dfinch@diariosur.es

months to iron out some of the “di-
vaness”, as it had been described by
Lewis Hamilton, in their new car,
the WO00°.

Given the speed of the W08, not
a lot of modifications were neces-
sary, except those to comply with
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the new regulations (including the
new “halo” which team boss Toto
Wolff said he would cut off “with a
chainsaw” if he could). What they
did do, though, was to make some
key suspension changes and some
aerodynamic upgrades to make per-
formance much more reliable across
slower tracks with low-grip surfaces.

Wolff said: “We’ve tried to stay
true to our design philosophy and
develop an already solid base.

“We all like divas. But sometimes
she was a bit difficult to understand
and this is the area where we worked
the most, trying to understand and
preserve the speed in the car and
find more driveability.”

This is key if the team are to hold
off the challenge of Ferrari who, over
the past year, have got back into
world title contention and are now
breathing down Mercedes’ neck.

At the launch earlier in the year,
Ferrari’s technical director Mattia
Binotto said of the new car: “Itisan
evolution of last year’s car which
was already a good project.”

He explained that they had tried
to maintain the car’s strengths, in-
cluding its ability to work well on
low-speed circuits, adding that aero-
dynamic development meant that
it would be more competitive on
high-speed circuits - until now one
of Mercedes’ strengths.

The Italian team also took a step
in their rival’s direction by length-
ening the wheelbase in an attempt
to produce more downforce.

Ferrari’s number one driver Se-
bastian Vettel said: “This is a big step
from last year’s car.” And so it has
proven. Vettel flew out the traps

'III:J.

Vettel celebrates his second win of the season in Bahrain.

with victories in the first two Grand
Prix of the year in Australia and Bah-
rain, respectively. Red Bull’s Dan-
iel Ricciardo claimed the third in
China.

Though Mercedes still lead by a
single point after their drivers came
second place in all three (Valtteri
Bottas in the latter two and Lewis
Hamilton in the first), panic is start-
ing to settle in. Former world cham-
pion Damon Hill likened the team’s
performance in China to “the end
of an empire”.

Hamilton labelled it “a disaster”
after his fourth-place finish left him
nine points behind Vettel and Mer-
cedes failed to win three consecu-
tive races for the first time since
2014.

The Brit said following the race
that he feared Mercedes had slipped
behind Ferrari, admitting, “It is clear
that we are not the quickest.”

He showed resilience, however:
“We have some improving to do but

e —

AFp

that’s not impossible. I think what
this team has shown over the years
that we are great at staying united
and continuing to power on and
keep working.”

Hamilton is still the favourite to
top the World Drivers’ Champion-
ship standings at the end of the year
and has an opportunity to set things
right over the course of this week-
end at the Azerbaijan Grand Prix - a
track which has produced some un-
expected results.

However, if Ricciardo repeats last
year’s win on this circuit, suddenly
the World Championship could turn
into a three-horse race thanks to his
win in China.

Though it’s still early days, this
year looks set to be one of the most
competitive championships in years.
Ferrari’s car has come on in leaps
and bounds and with Vettel and
Kimi Rdikkoénen in fine form, will
they make Mercedes pay for trying
to tame “the diva”.
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f you’re planning a holiday

sometime soon and you’ll be

driving to your destination, or

if you're just not sure when the
tyres, oil, brake pads or windscreen
wipers on your vehicle should be
changed, you will find this quick
guide useful.

People tend to take their cars for
granted, but they are machines so
they need maintenance and to be
checked regularly. It’s not enough
to just fill a car with fuel and hope
for the best.

When going on a long journey,
experts recommend doing a quick
check first, of the liquid levels, tyre
pressures, fan belt, windscreen wip-
ers, brakes and the spare tyre. A ga-
rage should charge about 30 euros
for a minimal check, but a more ex-
tensive one will cost more, just as
people pay more for extra private
medical check-ups.

Miguel Escamilla is a partner in
the ‘Neumaticos Jesds Palma’ com-
pany in Marbella; he says most peo-
ple forget about their spare tyre,
which spends its life inside the boot
unless they have a puncture and
need to use it.

“Itis a mistake to forget about it.
You have to bear in mind that a car
has five wheels, and every time you
check the pressure of the four which
are on the wheels, you should also
check the spare one,” he advises.

Tyres

Manufacturers recommend chang-
ing the tyres on a car every 40,000
kilometres or five years, but there
are several warning signs which in-
dicate that a tyre needs to be replaced
Sooner.

For example, the depth of the tread
must be 1.6 millimetres. You don’t
need anything to measure it with:
the wheels have a “wear indicator’,
which is a small step in the groove.
When that is at the same level as the
groove, it’s time to change the tyre.

Tyres do not show their expiry
date, but they do indicate their date
of manufacture. This is shown as
four digits indicating the week and
year of production. For example,
2314’ would mean the 23rd week
of 2014. From that, you can count
five years and work out what the ex-
piry date will be.

Tyres also have labels and, just like

MOTOR
MAINTENANCE

MOTORING SPECIAL | M

. Regular servicing avoids
unexpected problems.
=
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Many drivers wait until a problem occurs with
their vehicle before taking action, but regular
CheCkS save t|me and money : CHARO MARQUEZ

domestic electrical appliances, cate-
gory Ais the best quality and most
efficient. The label gives information
about the type of tyre adhesion, the
decibels of noise it causes and the fuel
consumption.

Now, let’s look at prices. There
are three categories of tyre: Pre-
mium (Michelin, Hankook, Pirelli);
Quality (Firestone, Kleber, Nexen)
and Low Cost or Own Brands. The
prices vary according to quality,
but a basic tyre costs between 50
and 70 euros.

Escamilla warns that “there are no
bargains” in this sector, although you
often see advertisements which seem

toindicate that thisis the case. These
are just a way of increasing sales. Some
companies promote offers that only
show the price of the tyre and do not
include the other services which are
needed, such as fitting, valves, bal-
ancing and what is known in Spain
as NFU (‘neumatico fuera de uso’).
The cost of every tyre includes a fee
for its later recycling, which ranges
from one euro for motorcycles to 24
euros for lorry wheels, which of course
can cost up to 600 euros each.

oil
There are two types of motor oil: ge-
neric and specific. Some makes of en-

gine will only take the specific ones,
and of course these are the most ex-
pensive: they cost around 90 euros
and should be changed between
15,000 and 25,000 kilometres.

The generic types cost around 40
euros and should be changed every
10,000 kilometres.

Escamilla explains that both types
of oil will need topping up, although
this will have to be done more fre-
quently in the case of the specific
types because they are finer and con-
sumption is higher.

Brake pads
A car’s brake pads usually last between

30,000 and 50,000 kilometres and
they are not sold by brand but by the
model of the vehicle. However, there
can still be various types for each
model. For a Seat Ibiza, for example,
there are about a dozen types of brake
pad. The prices range from 50 to 100
euros, labour included. The pads de-
teriorate and wear over time and
through over-heating.

Battery

The type of battery depends on its
amps. They range from 45 amps
which usually cost about 50 euros,
to 90, which cost 120 euros. Escamilla
says the duration of a battery is never
exact, but by law they have a two-
year guarantee. That doesn’t, how-
ever, mean that if the battery fails af-
ter six months they will change it
free of charge.

“It has to be sent to the factory so
they can check whether it is defec-
tive. It means you have to buy an-
other one, but once they have con-
firmed the problem you can ask them
to refund the cost of the new one,”
he explains.

Windscreen wipers

There are two types of windscreen
wiper: metal ones, which cost from
10 euros, and rubber ones which are
more effective but more expensive
and can cost up to 60 euros.

Although all these checks should
be carried out on a regular basis, Es-
camilla says most people change
their tyres and windscreen wipers
in the autumn, “because it is only
when it starts to rain that they real-
ise the tyres have lost grip and the
wipers aren’t working”.

In the summer more brake pads
are sold, because they overheat in
the hot weather. Batteries also tend
to be changed with the change of
season, because the difference in
temperature affects them.

Responsible motorists will make
a note to remind them to carry out
checks on their vehicle and change
equipment if needed, but it is a fact
that many people don’t. They only
do so when their car won’t start, or
it slides on the road when they
brake, or when the windscreen wip-
ers make an annoying scraping
noise against the glass, all problems
which could be prevented with a
little forward-thinking.
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Continental GT Speed Convertible Continental GT V8 S Convertible
6.0 W12 635¢cv. 4.0 V8 520cw.

Bentayga V8 Diesel Bentayga W2
4.0 V8 435cv. 6.0 W12 608cv.

Sometimes dreams come true. Our last 4 units in
stock with very limited offers just for May.

Bentley Marbella, Avda. Norberto Goizueta, s/n (antigua Ctra de Cadiz, Km 171), San Pedro de Alcantara, 29670 Marbella, Espaiia
Tel: +34 952 785 250 Email: victoria.morgan@ecdesalamanca.com Web: marbella.bentleymotors.com

Continencal GT V&8 Convertible Fuel consumption = EU Drive Cycle in V100 km: Urban | 5%; Extra Urban 8,0, Combined 10,9, CO2 Emissions 254 gfkm.
Continantal GT Speed Convertible fuel consumption - EU Drive Cycle in I/ 100 krm: Urban 22.35; Extra-Urban | 0.5; Combined |4.9; CO2 ermissions 347 g/km

Flying Spur / Bentayga W12 Fuel consurmption - EU Drive Cyele in V100 km: Urban 23,4, Excra-Urban 10, 1; Combined 150, CO2 Emissions 342g/km,
Bentayga V2 Diesel fuel consumption - EU Drive Cycle in M100 km: Urban 9.4, Extra-Urban 7.2, Combined 8.0; CO2 Emissions 210 g/km.

Thie narne ‘Benthey” and the ‘B in wings device are registered tragemarks. © 2078 Benthey Motors Limioed, B ENT I_ EY | l ARB E I_ I—A



