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ETA, Spain’s terrorist scourge for 60 
years, announces it is disbanding at last 

The ETA terrorist organisation, 
which was founded in 1958  and 
first killed in 1968, announced that 
it was disbanding at last on Thurs-
day afternoon. The announcement 
brought the curtain down on a group 

that has marked a significant part 
of the modern history of Spain. Over 
850 people died during ETA’s bloody 
campaign, a figure that victims’ 
groups were at pains to remind peo-
ple of this week . P25  

Some of the few young residents left in Atajate, the province’s smallest village. :: ÑITO SALAS

Former leaders of ETA 
read the communiqué that 
was issued via a local 
Basque website on 
Thursday afternoon 

Ronda protesters call for 
a motorway link to help 
boost the economy of the 
local area   P8

The move had been hoped for 
since the Basque separatist group 
renounced violence in 2011  

Antequera to house 
Spain’s first logistics 
‘megahub’ as the dry port 
continues to grow  P16

SPORT

Malaga move a step 
closer to choosing 
their new coach. 
Oviedo’s Anquela is now 
the frontrunner  P65

Athlete’s death rocks 
Marbella Ironman 
event. A British woman 
died after suffering 
cardiorespitory arrest  P68

CLINGING ONTO ESCAPING YOUTH

Rural villages 
struggle to offer 
opportunities 
to stop their 
younger residents 
from moving away 
  P2&3

Four have been arrested 
after footage showed 
violence against residents at 
La Milagrosa in Malaga

Hidden cameras 
reveal abuse of  
disabled patients 
at care home 

The charity that owns a care home 
for people with severe learning dis-
abilities in Malaga had expected to 
catch staff sleeping on the job when 
it installed hidden cameras. Instead 
the footage revealed cases of physi-
cal abuse against several of the resi-
dents. An inquiry is under way.  P5  
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Canillas de Aceituno is the 
most extreme case: half of 
its young people have left.   
The town halls of rural 
villages have few 
resources to tackle a 
problem which is 
threatening their survival 

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. In Canillas de Aceituno 
there are half as many young people 
as there were ten years ago. In 2007 
there were 809, and now there are 
fewer than 400. It may not sound 
much of a loss, but in a village with 
a population of under 2000, it makes 
a difference. For example in the 
school, there are now fewer than 10 
pupils to a class.“It is a very big pro-
blem. Our survival is at risk. The 
authorities should help us because 
we can’t tackle this alone,” says the 
mayor, Vicente Campos.  

One-third of the 103 municipali-
ties in Malaga province have lost 
more than 20 per cent of their un-
der-30s in just ten years. Eleven have 
lost more than 30 per cent of their 
young people, and five have lost over 
40 per cent: Igualeja, Alpandeire, Al-
farnatejo, Comares and Canillas de 
Aceituno. Only 13 places in the pro-
vince have escaped this problem, led 
by Benahavís, where the number of 
under-30s has doubled (but so has its 
population overall). The situation in 
inland areas is extreme, however: it 
can be described as a true exodus  

It is directly related to two other 
major problems in rural areas: depo-
pulation and ageing. Older people 
stay put; new generations move on. 
María Luisa Gómez, the head of the 
Geography department at Malaga 
university, says the worst-affected 
areas in Malaga province are the Ge-
nal valley and inland Axarquía. Her 
colleague Enrique Navarro, the head 
of Regional Geographical Analysis, 
says Malaga is especially affected by 
one particular factor: life on the coast. 
“Three hundred years ago people 
didn’t want to live on the coast be-
cause there was no agriculture or li-
vestock farming there. Nowadays 
they do, because there is more going 

on and they think the quality of life 
is better. Malaga has a very dynamic 
coastline,” he says. “The Costa del Sol 
is full of opportunities and acts as a 
magnet for young people from inland 
areas, especially those with qualifi-
cations or training.” 

Lack of opportunities 
It is the lack of work that is forcing 
young people to move away from the 
countryside; the problem worsened  
with the economic crisis, and the vi-
llages have never recovered.  

The lack of facilities is another fac-
tor. Public transport is scarce - in some 
villages, like Atajate, the bus only pas-

ses once a day. In some villages a 
doctor is only available a few mor-
nings a week, there is no pediatric 
service and in an emergency resi-
dents have to drive to the nearest 
hospital, which may be nearly an 
hour away. Bank branches have gra-
dually been closed down, as well. 
This is not the most comfortable en-
vironment for a family with small 
children, to say the least.  

Schools are another problem: the 
fewer pupils attend, the greater the 
risk of classes being amalgamated or 
the school closing down altogether.   
In Cuevas del Becerro, for example, 
a couple of years ago residents pro-

The villages clinging to their youth
In ten years, one third of the 103 municipalities have lost over 20% of their under-30s 

An initiative to 
recover the identity 
of rural villages   

On 12 May the first ‘Foro Pueblos 
en Movimiento’ forum will take 
place in Cuevas del Becerro. It will 
be attended by council represen-
tatives and associations from all 
over Andalucía and experts inclu-
ding Jaime Izquierdo, Gustavo 
Duch and María Luisa Izquierdo, 

to talk about a problem which is 
at the heart of the depopulation 
of rural areas: the loss of identity 
of the villages. 

 “There are numerous positive 
aspects to living in a village, but 
they are not appreciated now. 
This is having an effect on people, 
especially the young ones,” says 
the mayor of Cuevas, Cristóbal 
González. He hopes the forum 
will open a debate about the pro-
blems experienced by villages, 
“among the villages themselves”.

Eloísa and Melchor live in Atajate, 
the smallest village in the 

province .  
:: ÑITO SALAS
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:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. Two bars and a bakery; 
that is what Atajate has to offer in 
the form of commerce. The school 
has 11 pupils, all in the same class. 
The teachers are shared with two 
other villages, Benadalid and Bena-
lauría. There is no secondary school; 
those pupils have to travel to Cortes 
de la Frontera or Ronda. The bus to 
Ronda leaves at 8am and returns at 
2pm. There is no public transport at 
weekends or on public holidays. The 
doctor comes three days a week, and 
the only bank closed down some 
time ago. Life in Malaga’s smallest 
municipality - 167 inhabitants, accor-
ding to last year’s population regis-
ter - has limitations which for many 
city-dwellers would be impossible 
to accept, but local people do enjoy 
other benefits. Tranquility, quality 
of life, contact with nature, cleanli-
ness, ‘kilometre zero’ food products, 
friendly neighbours and reasonably-
priced housing, among others.  

The youngsters in this village 
which nestles in the Genal valley 
appreciate these aspects of rural life, 
but they complain, especially about 
the lack of public transport and shops. 
They would like to stay in Atajate, 
but realise they will probably have 
to leave because there is no work 
here. In Atajate, there are 37 inhabi-
tants under the age of 30. In absolu-
te figures, it is the municipality with 
the lowest number of young peop-
le in the province, but in relative 

terms they form 22 per cent of the 
population. This is lower than the 
provincial average (32 per cent) but 
higher than in villages such as Al-
pandeire, Comares and Sedella, whe-
re youngsters comprise less than 20 
per cent. In addition, the number of 
young people in Atajate has increa-
sed in the past ten years; something 
to celebrate, given the general trend 
in the Genal valley.  

Children and young people are 
treasured in Atajate. The council, des-
pite its modest resources, employs 
Lorena Peña who helps them study, 
works with them on aspects of life-

such as sexual and affective educa-
tion and organises leisure, sports, 
cultural and voluntary activities. “I 
have a double mission: I want them 
to enjoy themselves, of course, but 
also to know other realities and un-
derstand what happens in society,” 
she says.  

In the village there are 19 people 
aged between 16 and 30, with whom 
Lorena works. Two are at Malaga uni-
versity and come home every two 
or three weekends, to see their fa-
milies and friends. Others are at 
school in Cortes or Ronda, some work 
in nearby towns or villages and a few 

are not studying or working at pre-
sent. Lorena meets them several ti-
mes a week: on Tuesdays for classes, 
on Friday evenings they get together 
to eat and chat at the Punto Joven - 
a youth centre with a TV, video con-
soles, books and table games which 
the town hall provides free of char-
ge, and on Saturdays there is always 
an activity of some type: walking, 
day trips, talks, volunteer sessions...   

Rocío del Río, who is 21, is relati-
vely new to Atajate –she moved the-
re three years ago from San Pedro Al-
cántara– and can compare life in the 
two different worlds. “People who 
grew up here take it for granted, but 
for me to have a free gymnasium, a 
swimming pool for one euro, a pla-
ce like the Punto Joven and activi-
ties every weekend is something I 
have never seen anywhere else,” she 
says. She agrees that the main incon-
venience of living in Atajate is the 
lack of public transport. “If you don’t 
have a car and you need to go 
shopping in Ronda in the afternoon 
you have to rely on your parents to 
take you,” she says. Needless to say, 
all the youngsters in the village plan 
to learn to drive as soon as they are 
18.  

Attached to their roots 
None of them foresee their future 
in the village, but they would all like 
to stay. Lorena says the authorities 
should do something so the youngs-
ters don’t have to move away. “They 
should be given training and help to 
identify opportunities, such as ru-
ral tourism,” she says. Only one 
young resident has thought of setting 
up a business, repairing computers, 
but decided it wouldn’t be profita-
ble. “There is everything in Ronda. 
Nobody would come here,” he says.

tested against plans to amalgamate 
classes. “In the end they didn’t do it, 
but the sword of Damocles is always 
hanging over us,” says the mayor, Cris-
tóbal González. At the school in Ata-
jate, which has only 11 pupils, it has 
already happened and there are fears 
that the school could close. “Several 
families are already saying they would 
prefer to take their children to school 
in Ronda,” says Lorena Peña, a coun-
cil employee. She believes it is impor-
tant for the school to remain open 
“to keep the village alive”.  

How to stem the flow? 
Despite their scarce resources, seve-
ral councils have introduced measu-
res to encourage young families. Two 
years ago Cartajima was in the news 
for offering temporary jobs and low-
rent accommodation to families with 
small children. It was a desperate mea-
sure to stop the school closing due to 
a lack of pupils, and it worked. It also 
gives a 3,000 euro cheque for every 
baby born in the municipality. Cue-
vas del Becerro, Iznate, Almáchar, 
Arenas and Cómpeta also provide 
‘baby-cheques’, but they know that 
jobs are the key factor.  

“There needs to be investment in 
knowledge which can be brought to 
rural areas and they need good con-
nections at all levels,” says Enrique 
Navarro. In Cuevas del Becerro, whe-
re the young population has dropped 
by 24 per cent in ten years, the coun-
cil is trying to keep its young people  
by offering free training in organic 
agriculture and artisan crafts and pro-
viding facilities for those who deci-
de to take up the offer. Local youngs-
ters have now set up an ecological far-
ming project, an olive oil cooperati-
ve and a snail-breeding programme.  

María Luisa Gómez says rural 
communities deserve more support 
from the authorities. “A 23-year-old 
from Casabermeja has just been told 
he couldn’t set up a farm because he 
would have to buy at least 180 goats,” 
she says. “That’s not good enough.”

Young people: the 
greatest treasure of 
the smallest village in 
Malaga province 

In Atajate, 37 inhabitants are under the 
age of 30. The youngsters appreciate 
the advantages of rural life but say they 
will have to leave to find work

QUOTES

Rocío del Río  
Student, aged 21 

“The worst thing is the 
lack of buses: there’s only 
one to Ronda, at 8am” 

Lorena Peña  
Youth worker 

“The authorities need to 
provide assistance so the 
youngsters can set up 
businesses here and won’t 
have to move away”

13 
of the 103 municipalities in 
Malaga province are not suffer-
ing a loss of younger population  

34 
have lost more than 20 per cent 
of their inhabitants under the 
age of 30

THE FIGURES

Half of the  
youngsters aged 16 to  

30 in Atajate.  
:: ÑITO SALAS
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The victim, who was not 
found until five hours 
after the car left the road 
and plummeted down an 
embankment, is out of 
intensive care 

:: ÁLVARO FRÍAS / JUAN CANO 

MALAGA. The British national who 
was wanted by police for allegedly 
abandoning his badly injured passen-
ger in a car after an accident has 
handed himself in to the Guardia Civil 
and been placed under arrest. 

The accident occurred at around 
2am on 22 April when the car in 
which he and the injured man were 
travelling in left the A-45 motorway 
and tumbled 30 metres down an em-
bankment, ending up in the Gua-
dalmedina river. 

According to sources, the 35-year-
old was arrested on Monday after he 
went to the Guardia Civil station with 
a lawyer. He has been accused of three 
crimes: failure to render aid; driving 
under the effects of alcohol; and caus-
ing injury through negligence. 

The Guardia Civil had been on the 
trail of the British suspect since the 
passenger, a 35-year-old from Rio-
gordo, was found in the wreckage 
of the vehicle some five hours after 

the accident. 
While there was no trace of the 

driver, officers found what could 
have been the reason for his leaving 
the scene: half a dozen empty beer 
bottles either scattered around the 
wreckage or inside the vehicle. There 
was also a Smirnoff vodka bottle in 
the boot. 

Guardia Civil Traffic section detec-
tives concluded that the pair had been 
returning to Riogordo after a night 
out when the car left the road. It ap-
pears that the driver was able to jump 
free of the vehicle before it landed at 
the bottom of the embankment in 
the river bed. 

A while later the driver knocked 
on the door of the Ciudad Jardín hos-

tel on the Casabermeja road asking 
for help. Seeing his cuts and bruises, 
the receptionist called the National 
Police. He was interviewed by the 
Citizen Security Brigade and said that 
he had been attacked by “the police” 
without giving any further details. 
He failed to mention the accident, or 
his companion. He was transferred 
to hospital for treatment, but was dis-
charged before the two cases could 
be related. 

His passenger was rushed to 
Malaga’s Carlos Haya hospital with 
serious head injuries and internal 
bleeding. He was admitted to the in-
tensive care unit but was moved to 
the traumatology ward on Friday 
last week.

British man who left passenger 
badly injured in car hands himself in

Missing used car salesman 
found stabbed to death            
in Guadalhorce river

Francisco Javier López 
Padilla, 33, had been 
missing since Thursday 
last week, when he was 
last seen at the 
Guadalhorce hospital 

:: Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO 

MALAGA. The body of 33-year-
old Malaga resident Francisco Ja-
vier López Padilla was found on 
Monday with multiple stab 
wounds in the Guadalhorce river. 

The used car salesman had been 
missing since Thursday evening 
last week when he went to the 
Guadalhorce hospital as he did not 

feel well. At 11.45pm that night 
he messaged his wife, Ana Elena 
Vargas, to say that he was on his 
way home. That was the last she 
heard from him. 

His burnt-out car was found 
near the river in Las Castañetas, 
Campanillas, on Friday. During a 
search of the area on Monday his 
body was discovered among reeds 
around 100 metres from the spot 
where the car was located. 

The autopsy revealed that the 
victim had been stabbed with “par-
ticular virulence” but the authori-
ties were unable to say whether 
they were looking for one or more 
suspects in connection with the 
killing.

The wreckage of the vehicle in the Guadalmedina river. :: SUR

The body was found in Las Castañetas. :: ÑITO SALAS
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“It was a racist attack, 
they hit me and insulted 
me for being Chinese” 

MALAGA 
:: Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO.  A 22-year-
old Chinese woman studying Span-
ish in Malaga launched a plea over 
Facebook this week to find the 
group of youths who allegedly sub-
jected her to verbal and physical 
abuse on an early-morning train 
from Fuengirola to Malaga. Iris 

Zhang, who was returning from 
the Feria de los Pueblos last Sun-
day morning,  was dozing in the 
last carriage when the youths  re-
portedly racially abused her, hit-
ting here and flicking a lighted 
cigarette at her. After posting an 
image of one of them on social me-
dia, several onlookers have come 
forward to police with suggested 
names. Zhang says she loves study-
ing in Malaga but cannot under-
stand why other passengers didn’t 
help her at the time.  

Transsexual couple 
reports neighbour                 
to police 

TORREMOLINOS 
:: A. GÓMEZ.  A young transexual 
couple have reported one of the 
neighbours in the block of flats 
where they live for ongoing homo-
phobic abuse. According to Alex 
and Tara, who live in Torremoli-
nos, the incident that tipped them 
over the edge ocurred last week-
end when, according to Alex,  the 
man “opened his door and started 
to insult me and kicked me and hit 
me”. Hearing  shouts, Tara came to 
help and “was assaulted”, accord-
ing to the complaint made to po-
lice.  They say, “He calls us pooft-
ers and pigs and says we are going 
to be thrown out of the block.”

Six months for leaving 
6-year-old home alone  

MARBELLA 
:: SUR.  A 38-year-old woman has 
been given a six-month suspended 
prison sentence for leaving her six 
-year-old daughter home alone. 
The incident happened in Marbella 
as recently as last Sunday and the 
verdict was given out in an express 
judgement as the woman pleaded 
guilty to the offence. According to 
police, the daughter became fright-
ened and first called her father, 
who is separated from the mother 
and has a restraining order on him. 

Xxx 
xxx 

XXXX 
:: NOMBRE APELLIDO. Xxx

Tara and Alex. :: SUR

Image distributed on Facebook by Iris Zhang. :: SUR

Car hire worker held for 
pocketing lost jewellery 

MALAGA 
: :  J.C / A.F.  A 55-year-old man 
working for a car hire company has 
been arrested for taking a suitcase 
with 22,000-euros-worth of jew-
elery that he had supposedly found 
at Malaga airport. A visitor from 
Pakistan who had collected a rental 
vehicle at the airport reported the 
case missing to police when he 
reached his destination. Police re-
viewed security camera footage and 
the man was held.  The case has 
now been recovered. 

The owners contracted 
private detectives, 
believing staff were 
sleeping on the job, but 
the recordings allegedly 
revealed something far 
more disturbing and four 
have been arrested 

:: JUAN CANO / ÁLVARO FRÍAS 

MALAGA. Eight cameras hidden 
inside furniture have been key to 
uncovering supposed abuse of resi-
dents at a care home in Malaga for 
people with severe mental disabili-
ties. Four people have been arrested  
in connection with the incident. 

The La Milagrosa care home own-
ers had employed private detectives 
to fit the recording devices in the 
belief that they would reveal that 
some staff had been sleeping during 
the night shift when they should 
have been working.  Putting the cam-
eras in wasn’t easy as the centre has 
46 employees as well as the residents 
themselves. However the unpleas-
ant discovery when managers at the 
centre came to review the record-
ings was unexpected.  

Instead of sleeping employees,  
an initial look at the results of the 
undercover operation revealed  abuse 
of six residents  by some of the staff. 
Allegedly, one of the victims, a 40-
year-old severely disabled man, had 
been subjected to continual mis-
treatment involving physical vio-
lence but, as he was unable to 
speak, had been unable to report 
the abuse. 

On seeing the evidence, man-
agement immediately reported the 

employee to police, handing over 
a USB stick with the recordings. 
They also informed the possible 
victims and other staff as well as 
the Junta de Andalucía and the Di-
putación provincial authority, the 
two local authorities who have 
agreements to place residents in 
the charity-owned home.    

Police moved quickly to detain 
the carer featured in the record-
ings. He is also accused of abusing 
another two residents, although 
not with the same degree of vio-
lence as the first alleged victim.  
The man was subsequently released 
while investigations continue.   

More staff held 

The officers continued reviewing 
all the recordings and went on to  

identify another three employees 
at the care home that appeared to 
have acted in a harmful way to-
wards  four residents, one of whom 
was the same man purportedly 
most severely abused by the first 
staff member held.  These three 
were also arrested a few days later 
and questioned and released, police 
sources said.  

While police investigations are 
ongoing, representatives of La Mi-
lagrosa care home have defended 
their management, saying that 
they acted “immediately” to stop 
those involved in the scandal hav-
ing further contact with residents. 
They have also said that the centre 
will actively collaborate “with all 
involved to ensure that nothing 
like this can happen again.” 

Care-worker abusers caught on 
camera at home for the disabled

The La Milagrosa care home in Malaga. :: SALVADOR SALAS

Local authorities say 
they will continue to 
use the La Milagrosa  
care home after swift 
management action  

Both the Diputación, Malaga 
provincial authority,  and the 
regional ministry of Health at 
the Junta de Andalucía have 

said they have no plans to can-
cel their contracts with the La 
Milagrosa care home in Malaga, 
sources have said. They added 
that the centre’s management 
has kept them fully informed 
of developments since the al-
leged incident was discovered. 

The Junta has explained that 
its representatives have been 
working closely with both the 
care home and investigators, 

“taking appropriate action to 
guarantee an acceptable level 
of service to residents and their 
families”. The regional govern-
ment went on to explain that it 
has also inspected the centre in 
recent days.   

The Diputación provincial 
authority said it was “deeply” 
sorry to find out what had re-
portedly been happening at the 
centre. 
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a “large representation of special 
plants”.  

Furthermore, the sierra has a large 
area of forest, “which will become a 
more established wood” after the re-
forestation of conifers. This will have 
a special value for the area since it is 
“very close to urban centres and con-
nected with other ecosystems of in-
terest like Alpujata and the Sierra de 
las Nieves”. According to experts, the 
value of the natural spaces increases 
when it is more connected with other 
ecosystems.  

The mountain range is composed 
of calcium carbonate, with some “very 
special” rocks called ‘dolomías sacai-
roideas’ (dolomites with a sugar-like 
structure). These minerals are “of 
great interest to miners”, but are also 
the reason for the presence of the en-
demic species. 

In the professor’s opinion, the Si-

erra de Mijas has sufficient botanical 
and geological value to merit expan-
sion of and improvement to the cur-
rent system of protection.  

What’s more, the range is “very 
rich in water”, and supplies most of 
the surrounding municipalities. The 
quarries have come to reach the 
groundwater levels of various streams, 
“profoundly” altering the aquifers in 
the area, creating irreversible dam-
age.  

Regeneration 
The committee for the regeneration 
of the quarries meets today (Friday 
4 May) for the first time. It takes place 
without a representative from the 
quarry workers, who have not yet 
agreed upon a spokesperson. López 
will participate in the meeting as the 
contributing ecological expert. The 
professor considers reforestation to 

be the most important part of the de-
bate. “Up to now, the only regenera-
tion project that has taken place is 
terracing. This antiquated model only 
works in the short term.” He proposes 
geomorphological restoration, a mod-
ern process used in Europe to restore 
water flows.  

In the current model, quarry work-
ers plant species after they are fin-
ished with their work. The seeds rarely 
stand the test of time.  

The expert believes that the regen-
eration must be implanted “as the 
quarry activity starts”, not after it has 
been completed. 

Now, the town hall and the re-
gional government are looking into 
possible sanctions for the quarry that 
has continued to carry out illegal ex-
tractions. The PDSS believes that now 
is the moment to wait for the sen-
tence from Andalusian High Court. 

ALHAURÍN DE LA TORRE 

Félix López, professor of 
Geology at UMA, 
analyses damage to the 
natural environment 
caused by illegal 
exploitation 

IN 2005, THE ALHAURÍN DE LA 
TORRE QUARRIES WERE ON 
ALL THE FRONT PAGES. The High 
Court of Andalucía declared them to 
be “illegal and clandestine”. This 
groundbreaking judgement was a re-
sponse to complaints from ecologi-
cal parties and associations. Four busi-
nesses worked on and exploited the 
mountains of this area for decades 
without licence checks from the town 
hall or the regional government. 

Recently, the matter has returned 
to the news after a group called La 
Plataforma en Defensa de la Salud y 
la Sierra (PDSS), which campaigns to 
protect the environment in Alhaurín 
de la Torre, reported activity in one 
of the closed quarries. This has been 
confirmed and documented by the 
Guardia Civil and municipal and re-
gional authorities have been aware. 

What is the value of these moun-
tains and what damage have these 
quarries done to it? One of the area’s 
more reputed experts, professor of 
Ecology and Geology at the Univer-
sity of Malaga, Félix López, spoke to 
SUR about the terrain and the key as-
pects of this complex geographical 
and political process.  

In terms of natural parameters, 
López explains that the principal value 
of the Sierra de Mijas as it passes 
through Alhaurín de la Torre is in its 
endemic species (those exclusive to 
a certain type of terrain).  “This sierra 
has 39 of its own species, seven of 
these are exclusive to Malaga, four to 
the Baetic System and nine to Anda-
lucía.” For the professor, it constitutes 

The quarries: an open wound

The mountains around Alhaurín de la Torre are home to 39 different endemic species

Botanical value 

The ground in the Sierra de 
Mijas restricts the kinds of 
plants that grow and has 
allowed the growth of 39 
endemic species 

Water course 

Quarries have caused 
streams in the Mijas sierra 
water network to empty 

Regeneration 

Professor Félix López 
recommends 
geomorphological 
regeneration

KEY FACTS

A file photo of the quarries in Alhaurín de la Torre. :: SUR

FERNANDO 
TORRES

 Twitter: @fernandotorresu
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Locals ask authorities for 
improved links, saying the 
current narrow roads 
harm the area’s economy 

:: VANESSA MELGAR 

RONDA. A protest last Sunday,  or-
ganised by ‘Plataforma autovía para 

Ronda YA’, demanded that politi-
cians “wake up” and improve com-
munications for the region of Ronda 
and Sierra de Cádiz. They also asked 
for a new motorway to be built to 
better connect Ronda to the rest of 
the province, saying they were tired 
of the current “goat tracks”.  

Almost 5,000 people gathered 

for the march, which is fuelled by 
concerns that the area is depopu-
lating and the economy suffering, 
and people could be heard shout-
ing “a motorway to Malaga” and 
“end the isolation!”  

Only five mayors out of over 20 
municipalities in the Serranía de 
Ronda area were in attendance. 

Protesters in Ronda demand a 
motorway connection for the town

:: JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA.  The head of Malaga 
city’s association of local clubs and 
community societies (Federación  
Malagueña de Peñas) resigned spec-
tacularly this week, accusing many 
of the different societies that are 
members of malpractice. 

Rafael Trigos had recently re-
turned to the role of association 
president but claimed at a general 
assembly that he was leaving as 
the world of clubs and societies   
had “changed a lot in the last ten 

years”.  He explained that the over 
80 societies across the city used 
to have a mission to bring cultural 
and creative activities to members. 
Now, he says, 37 are only kept go-
ing by running illegal bingo games, 
with excessive prize money, hav-
ing ditched other activities. 

In the fractious meeting it was 
announced that the association 
had run up debts of 274,000 euros. 
Members must now decide 
whether to choose a new presi-
dent or wind it up for good. 

Illegal bingo sessions in local 
clubs slammed as chief quits

The protest ended when the organisation read out its manifesto with its demands. :: V. MELGAR 

:: VANESSA MELGAR 

RONDA. Central government has 
recently announced that it is to 
spend 608,000 euros on drawing 
up plans for wastewater treatment 
plants in the valley of the Guadi-
aro river. The river basin, linking 
the upland area around Ronda with 
the coast, is seen as overly polluted 
and government and local authori-

ties have been promising to so 
something about it for some time. 

In the latest initiative, the 
money will be spent on construc-
tion plans for five plants in the 
municipalities of Arriate, Jimera 
de Líbar and Cortes de la Frontera. 

The funds do not include the  
cost of construction and no figure 
has been set on this, although the 
government has said in the past 
that building costs for these and 
others required in the linked Ge-
nal valley could reach 20 million 
euros. 

In the meantime, the Diputa-
ción provincial authority is to 
spend 900,000 euros on a treat-
ment plant for the village of Ata-
jate, also in the Guadiaro basin.

Government starts 
to plan for cleaning 
up the Guadiaro 
river basin with 
treatment plants
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Wind Star, Ocean Majesty 
and Seadream II all 
docked in the city on 
Wednesday 

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. The capital of the Costa 
del Sol was visited by three of the 
most luxurious cruise ships in the 

market in a single day on Wednes-
day. Although the three vessels, 
Wind Star, Ocean Majesty and 
Seadream II are considerably 
smaller that the mega cruise ships 
often spotted in Malaga’s harbour, 
these ocean liners are highly 
sought-after because of their qual-
ity interiors and extra levels of 
service.   

Perhaps the best known is the 
Wind Star, a four-mast sailing boat 
that launched Malaga’s smaller sec-
ond cruise terminal in 2012. 

Seadream II is based in Oslo but 
also caters to a mainly American 
seafaring audience. 

Also in port on Wednesday was 
Lady Sura a 50- metres private lux-
ury yacht. 

Three luxury cruise ships in a day 
bring high-end tourists to Malaga 

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. Councillors in Mijas have 
voted to increase the council’s 
budget by 66 per cent more than 
originally planned. Although the 
2018 plans were decided on just 
two months ago and set munici-
pal expenditure at 100 million 
euros, an extra 66 million is now 
to be spent. 

The money will go primarily on 
capital expenditure and improve-
ments to infrastructure, although 
there is also some extra spending 
forecast on projects agreed to when 
the CSSP-Podemos party decided 
to give its single vote to the rul-
ing Ciudadanos-PSOE minority 

coalition in a stability pact.  
The change in budget is possi-

ble as the government has recently 
relaxed restrictions  on councils 
to allow better-run ones to spend 
money they have saved on capital 
projects that don’t generate sig-
nificantly more ongoing expendi-
ture. Mijas managed to save 95 mil-
lion euros in 2017. 

Among the extra projects to be 
undertaken are expansion to the 
main car park in Mijas Pueblo and 
two new ones in Las Lagunas, near 
the water park, totalling 18 mil-
lion euros.  There will also be a 
sports hall for Las Lagunas and a 
swimming pool in La Cala.  

Mijas council to spend 66% 
more than first budgeted for

:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

BENALMÁDENA. Puerto Ma-
rina, the port and leisure complex 
in Benalmádena Costa, has an-
nounced it made  a small profit of 
457,357 euros in 2017.  The mu-

nicipally-owned company pub-
lished its results on Wednesday,  
showing its first profit since re-
cent corruption scandals there.    

A 2016 audit highlighted irregu-
larities in the granting of contracts 
and concessions, linked to the man-
agement of the marina and worth 
2.9 million euros, between 2011 
and2015. 

Unveiling the improved results, 
mayor of Benalmádena, Víctor Na-
vas, put the improvements down 
to changes in the town hall and 
the management company. Ten 
per cent more boats visited in 2017.  

Puerto Marina 
port announces a 
small profit in 2017 
after years of 
scandals

View of Malaga’s busy quayside on Wednesday. :: SUR
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Acosol requested the 
Andalusian Institute of 
Geophysics to carry out 
the study in order to find 
a new route for the San 
Pedro sewer pipe 

:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA. There were already 
strong suspicions, but a new study 
by the University of Granada using 
ground-penetrating radar (GPR) has 
confirmed the existence of archaeo-
logical remains south of the San Pe-
dro basilica below ground, between 
the existign site and the sea. 

The study, led by the public com-
pany Acosol with the intention of 
diverting the course of the San Pe-
dro sewer pipeline, which is prone 
to rupturing in its current location 
under the western end of San Pe-
dro beach, will give the company 
the information it needs on 
whether the pipeline can be di-
verted. 

The works took place over the 
course of five days, between 19 and 
23 February, and were carried out 
by technicians from the Andalusian 
Geophysics Institute of the Univer-
sity of Granada. They meticulously 
studied 7,000 square metres of the 
site of the early Christian Vega del 
Mar basilica, a Visigothic church built 
in the sixth century in what is now 
San Pedro Alcántara. It is one of the 
most important sites for studies of 
this period in western Andalucía. 

Equipped with GPR and a 400 
MHz antenna capable of capturing  
3D image more than three metres 

underground, specialists have de-
tected a range of underground struc-
tures, according to information ob-
tained by SUR. The researchers who  
led the study, with the help of the 
archaeologist, Andrés Fernández, 
were well informed about the site; 
they knew where to look and what 
methods they should use. To the 
south of the area there was a sand 
dune that had been previously ex-
cavated in the 1990s and had been 
found to cover Roman ruins. 

What have they found? 
Analysis carried out by GPR has 
found that there are four separate 
underground levels, which contain 
a mixture of pavements, columns 
and underground pipes.

Study reveals existence of archaeological 
remains south of San Pedro basilica

A test using GPR to see if structures can indeed be detected.. :: J-L

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. Local officials hope 
to transfer at least 3,000 cubic me-
tres of sand from Cabapino port, 
which is well known for ships run-
ning aground due to the vast amount 
of sand at the site, to other beaches 
on the Costa. However, in the long 
term there might be up to 12,000  if 
the council gives its permission. One 
of the sites that has been specified 
is the area of the Artola sand dunes 
right up to the Triana snack bar. 

“It doesn’t make sense to move all 
of the sand at once because later in 
the season we’re going to need to 
come back and top up the sand,” ex-
plains Rafael Castaño, who is in 
charge of the project. Over the past 
forty years, the beach has been suf-
fering from the effects of sand being 
washed away. These measures are 
expected to make the beach “one of 
the most attractive in the province”.

Works to regenerate 
Las Chapas beach 
with sand from 
Cabopino port in 
time for summer

La Senda path gains 
new section 

ESTEPONA 
: :  MÓNICA PÉREZ. The Gran 
Senda coastal path continues 
growing. A new three kilome-
tre section is now open allow-
ing pedestrians to walk between 
Hotel Healthouse and the resi-
dential complex of Hacienda 
Beach and Cabo Bermejo. 

Following a 219,000 euro in-
vestment from the provincial 
authority, and a further 19,000 
euros from Estepona council, 
there is now a 130-metre-long 
and three-metre-wide walkway 
as well as gardens and street 
lighting. Local mayor José María 
García announced his satisfac-
tion with the project.

Las Dunas, Estepona. :: SUR

Marbella to step up 
controls over street 
entertainers 

MARBELLA 
:: NIEVES CASTRO. Since 2013, 
buskers in Marbella have been 
required to have permits in or-
der to be allowed to play in pub-
lic spaces. In that year there were 
18 busking applications in the 
town, growing to 35 last year. 
Marbella council has now pub-
lished new regulations to gov-
ern the awarding of licences and 
payments due. The penalty for 
busking in the town without a 
licence would be a fine of up to 
600 euros and/or the confisca-
tion of instruments.

HERE AND THERE

Marbella council 
approves legislation 
for Starlite venue 

MARBELLA 
: :  MÓNICA PÉREZ. Marbella 
council members have approved 
new legislation that will better 
regulate the use of the Nagüe-
les quarry venue and allow other 
events to be held there. The 
Starlite festival has been hosted 
at the site over the last few years 
and has courted controversy in 
the past for staying open later 
than it should have done by law.  

The council has yet to specify 
the quarry’s opening and closing 
times however. The plans were 
drawn up by the coalition of the 
PP and the OSP, who were keen 
to increase security in the venue.

Located in the Bello Hori-
zonte region of Marbella, near 
the ‘Carlos Cabezas’ sports 
centre, the property boasts 
eight bedrooms and six bath-
rooms. The 600 square metre 
property is located on a 1,800 
metre plot of land with three 
swimming pools, one of which 
is located inside a ‘Funny 
Club’ which includes an indoor 
swimming pool, a gym and a 
games room, as well as park-
ing for six cars. It’s called ‘Vil-
laCasa Marbella’ and it is the 
only Spanish holiday property 
to rank in the top 10 of Tri-
padvisor’s Traveller’s Choice 
Awards 2018.

MARBELLA VILLA 

AMONG WORLD’S 

TEN BEST 

HOLIDAY 

PROPERTIES

:: SUR
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The town already has 
two beaches equipped 
with special amenities for 
people in wheelchairs 
and those with reduced 
mobility   

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Torremolinos 
town hall has announced that the 
Playa Bajondillo is to be adapted for 
people with reduced mobility.  The 
town already has two beaches (La 
Carihuela and Los Alamos) that have 
been equipped with special facili-
ties for people in wheelchairs. Ba-
jondillo will become the third in an 
initiative that aims to eventually 
expand the service to the whole of 
its seven kilometres of coastline.  

Preparations are already under 
way to adapt the beach in time for 
the summer season.  

Municipal workers have installed 
concrete runways and other features 
will include designated parking for 
wheelchair users, access ramps and 
paths to the sea, as well as accessi-
ble showers and changing areas.  

The town hall has also purchased 
three amphibian chairs, which will 
enable people with reduced mobil-
ity to bathe in the sea. 

The project will include the in-
stallation of special shaded areas,  
concrete bench seating, stainless 
steel rubbish bins and information 
boards.  

The beaches of Torremolinos have 
blue flag status, a recognition 
granted by the ADEAC, the founda-
tion for environmental education.  

They have also received the ‘Q’ 
for quality from the ICTE, the Span-

ish institution of quality tourism.  
Councillor for beaches, Maribel 

Tocón, said: “Torremolinos intends 
to make the beaches adequate to 
meet the needs of the collective 
with disabilities, with particular at-
tention being paid to people with 
reduced mobility. Our aim is to pro-
gressively expand the availability 
of this service to the whole of our 
beaches.” 

Torremolinos announces third 
wheelchair-friendly beach 

The beach will offer amphibian chairs and accessible showers.  :: SUR

Illegal dumping turns  
‘punto limpio’ into  tip 

TORREMOLINOS 
:: A. GÓMEZ. The provisional recy-
cling centre or ‘punto limpio’ set 
up next to Torremolinos bullring 
has been turned into an uncon-
trolled refuse tip due to misuse. Set 
up in August 2015 to be used until 
a permanent centre is built, the fa-
cility consists of a series of skips 

where local residents can leave fur-
niture, domestic appliances or gar-
den waste, among other unwanted 
items. Its use is limited to private 
individuals, with a maximum 
amount of waste per person per 
day, although the authorities say 
that firms are dumping construc-
tion rubble and other waste along-
side the containers. The town hall 
has pointed out that firms could 
face fines of up to 1,500 euros if 
caught.

HERE AND THERE

Unauthorised rubble at the ‘punto limpio’ in Torremolinos. :: SUR

La Cala Resort appoints 
new director 

MIJAS 
:: I. GELIBTER. La Cala Resort has an-
nounced the appointment of a new 
director, Sean Corte Real. With ex-
tensive experience in resort manage-
ment around the world, he aims to 
give the resort a greater international 
dimension and to “continue the path 
of excellence that has led La Cala to 
be considered one of the best golf and 
leisure complexes in the world”.
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The construction sector 
was the exception to the 
inertia in the labour 
market and more than 
9,000 jobs were created 
in that sector in the first 
three months of this year 

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. The start of a new year 
doesn’t normally bring good news 
about employment in Malaga and 
this one was no exception. The Sur-
vey of the Active Population (EPA) 
for the first quarter of 2018, which 
was published last week, shows that 
11,800 more people were unem-
ployed  than in final quarter of 2017. 
The unemployment rate rose from 
20.73 to 22.11 per cent, and a total 
of 169,200 people were registered 
as looking for work. 

Looking at unemployment in 
Andalucía, Malaga province has 
the second highest rate after 
Seville, where the number of peo-
ple out of work rose by 21,100. Un-
employment fell in all the other 
provinces in the region (apart from 
Cadiz), but not enough to compen-
sate, so in Andalucía as a whole the 
number of unemployed rose by 
15,100. In fact, Andalucía saw the 
second highest rise in unemploy-
ment in Spain, after the Balearic 
islands.  

In Malaga, the increase is due to 
two factors, which share the blame 
almost equally. One is the destruc-
tion of jobs: during the first quar-
ter, the EPA estimates that 596,300 
people in the province were work-
ing, which is 5,400 fewer than in 
the final quarter of 2017. At the 
same time, the size of the active 
population increased by 6,400 to 
a total of 765,500.    

The rise in unemployment was 
exclusively in the services sector, 
where 18,000 jobs were lost in the 
first quarter, once the Christmas 
season and winter sales were over 
and because it is low season for tour-
ism. In the construction sector the 
situation was the opposite: a great 
many new jobs were created. In 
three months, 9,300 more people 
were employed in this sector, an in-

crease of 22.5 per cent, bringing the 
total to over 50,000. The agricul-
ture sector also grew, although to a 
lesser extent: there were 3,000  more 
people employed. The industry sec-
tor barely changed, with just 200 
more workers than in the previous 
EPA.  

There was also an increase in the 
number of ‘under-employed’ peo-
ple, the term used by the EPA to de-
scribe people who are not able to 
work as many hours a day as they 
would like. In Malaga, 72,000 are in 
this category, which is an increase 
of about 10 per cent. It is a problem 
which affects more women than 
men: there are 44,700 female un-
der-employed in the province, com-
pared with 28,000 men in the same 
situation.  

Better than a year ago 
Despite the results of the EPA, it 
should not be forgotten that over-
all  the employment situation in 
Malaga is considerably better than 
a year ago. Compared with the first 
quarter of last year, the number of 
people looking for work has dropped 
by 31,200  nd the number of work-
ers has increased by 31,900. Twelve 
months ago the unemployment rate 
was 26.2 per cent, which is four per 
cent higher than at present.  

The services sector is also in a bet-
ter situation than a year ago, as 
21,000 jobs have been created dur-
ing that time. The next best-per-
forming sector is construction, with 
an increase of 8,700, and agricul-
ture with 3,900. Industry is the only 
sector to have lost workers: 2,300, 
to be exact.  

However, job stability is still a 
problem. In the past year, the num-
ber of temporary jobs has risen by 
3.8 per cent to 33.1 per cent; in other 
words, nearly one-third of workers 
in Malaga have a temporary con-
tract.  

Unions say the latest EPA figures 
show that the employment which 
has been created is “fragile” and they 
also point out the difference in un-
employment when looked at in 
terms of gender: male unemploy-
ment in the province is currently 
18.33 per cent, compared with 26.59 
per cent for women. 

Nearly 12,000 more unemployed in Malaga in 
first quarter and unemployment rose to 22.1%

24.74%

22.11% Malaga

Andalucía

Survey of the Active Population First-quarter figures for 2018 and compari-
son with previous figures. Source: INE

 

(x 1000)

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

40 

30 

20 

10 

0

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2014 2015 2016  2017 2018

40 

30 

20 

10 

0
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

300 

280 

260 

240 

220 

200 

180 

120 

100 

80 

60

600 

550 

500 

450 

400 

350 

300 

250 

200 

150 

100 

50 

0

Spain

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

600 

550 

500 

450 

400 

350 

300 

250 

200 

150 

100 

50 

0

(x 10,000)

300 

280 

260 

240 

220 

200 

180 

120 

100 

80 

60

Annual variation 
+59,300

IN WORK

2,967,700

Quarterly variation 
-3,900

Annual variation 
-96,700

975,700

UNEMPLOYED

Quarterly variation 
+15,100

IN WORK

596,300

 

Annual variation 
+31,900

Annual variation 
-31,200

UNEMPLOYED

169,200

Quarterly variation 
-5,400

Quarterly variation 
+11,800 

IN WORK UNEMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

IN WORK UNEMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

IN WORK UNEMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

IN WORK

18,874,200
(-124,100)

Annual variation 
+435,900

3,796,100

+29,400 
(+0.78%)

Annual variation 
-458,900 

(-10.79%)

16.74%
(+0.2pts)

(x million)

TOTAL ACTIVE POP.

22,670,300
(-94,700)



 
May 4th to 10th 2018 

SUR IN ENGLISH
NEWS16

The facility, which is 
expected to begin 
operating by the end of 
2019 or in early 2020, 
will involve a total 
investment of 450 
million euros and 
generate 1,900 jobs  

MALAGA. The plans for an inland 
port in Andalucía have spent ten 
years being been passed from desk 
to desk of politicians, town plan-
ners, investors and entrepreneurs. 
It is a project which aims to take 
advantage of Antequera’s strate-
gic location at the very heart of 
Andalucía and its proximity to dif-
ferent forms of cargo transport, in 
order to attract logistics centres 
and clean industries. 

 Finally, the initiative has re-
ceived the impulse it needed to 
come to fruition, but in the mean-
time it has been reconverted into 
a more ambitious project, to meet  
the demands which dominate the 
logistics sector nowadays.  

Now, in its final form, the dry 
port - in other words, a facility to 
which cargo is brought by train 
from different ports to be stored 
and redistributed - will be just one 
part of the ‘MegaHub Andalucía’, 
which aims to be Spain’s very first 
logistics ‘megahub’.  

This project is the result of pub-
lic and private collaboration, 
namely the Junta de Andalucía, 
(through its Ports of Andalucía  
agency, Red Logística of Andalucía 
S.A. company and Puerto Seco de 
Antequera SA, in which several 
private partners are participating), 
and the Acotral company of An-
tequera. The percentage of partici-
pation is 40 and 60 respectively, 
and the project is being managed 
by the Junta. 

An innovative concept 
The ‘megahub’ concept is more 
than a mere logistics centre, for 
two reasons. The word ‘hub’ in the 
name refers to the fact that An-
tequera is, to use EU terminology, 
a multimodal node, because it is 
the only point in Europe where 
the Atlantic and Mediterranean 
corridors converge via rail and 
roads, plus it is within easy reach 
of the ports of Algeciras, Malaga 
and Seville, the AVE high speed 
railway station in Antequera and 
Malaga airport.  

The prefix ‘mega’ is applied be-
cause of the priority which will be 

given to the logistics ‘mega-units’ 
which can be up to 200,000 square 
metres in size. 

Demand for this type of space 
is increasing among logistics op-
erators and commercial firms. For 
example, it was announced re-
cently that Amazon is setting up 
a distribution centre in Malaga. Be-
cause of these two qualities, this 
facility in Antequera will be unique 

in Spain, says the manager of Puer-
tos de Andalucía, Mariela Fernán-
dez Bermejo.  

The aim of MegaHub Andalucía 
is to become a benchmark for lo-
gistics in southern Spain and north-
ern Morocco. The CBRE real estate 
consultancy has already begun to 
hande the sale of land. Ramón 
Vázquez, who is the head of this 
project at the firm, says negotia-

tions are already under way with 
interested logistics and commer-
cial operators. 

 “I have no doubt that sales will 
go well. Companies of this type  
are looking for  land in the region, 
and it will once again become a 
strategic focus for cargo transport 
at a world level,” says Mariela 
Fernández Bermejo. 

 “Antequera is especially attrac-

tive for major retailers with logis-
tics operators and transport pro-
viders, who can access an exten-
sive choice of ‘mega’ and ‘super-
mega’ sites, and also for small oc-
cupiers, who can share the hub, 
infrastructure and solutions with 
major companies,” says Ramón 
Vázquez.  

At the same time as it is looking 
for tenants, the Junta de Andalucía  
is trying to speed up bureaucratic 
procedures so the works can start 
this year. It is hoped that the dry 
port will begin operating at the 
end of 2019 or early 2020. 

 “We are processing several docu-
ments at the same time to make 
things quicker. We expect to re-
ceive definitive approval of the 
special plan in June, and approval 
of the urbanisation project, includ-
ing the environmental aspect, by 
the end of the year. After that, the 
contract for the first part of the 
building works can be put to ten-
der,” explains Mariela Fernández 
Bermejo.  

450 million euros 
The first phase of the project will 
consist of preparing 113 of the 334 
hectares of the site, including the 
new rail terminal, logistics plots 
and those for tertiary use. The cost 
is expected to be around 40 mil-
lion euros, funded by public and 
private investors. When the sec-
ond stage is included, the invest-
ment will be around 70 million 
euros, and “if we add in the money 
spent by the operators who set up 
in this logistics hub, the total in-
vestment could be 450 million 
euros, says Ramón Vázquez. To 
make things easier for the compa-
nies, the site preparation works 
will be synchronised with the con-
struction of the storage facilities.   

Mariela Fernández Bermejo says 
the MegaHub Andalucía will gen-
erate 1,900 jobs. The number of 
companies it houses will depend 
on the size of the warehouse units 
they build. The project has been 
designed in such a way that there 
can be flexibility in the way the 
land is distributed: from small plots 
of less than 15,000 square metres 
to ‘mega-units’ of up to 200,000 
square metres.  

The space is laid out in four sec-
tors with different uses. On one 
side is the biggest area, 1.25 mil-
lion square metres, which belongs 
to the Logistics and Transforma-
tion Park. Beside sector two, which 
is where the 920,000 square me-
tre Multifunctional Industrial Park 
will be situated, there will be an 
Integrated Services Centre, 
320,000 square metres in size, oc-
cupying the third sector. Finally, 
the smaller fourth sector will 
house the intermodal rail termi-
nal and the Antequera Dry Port, 
covering 200,000 metres between 
them. 

The dry port in Antequera is redesigned to 
become Spain’s first logistics ‘megahub’

NURIA 
TRIGUERO 

 ntriguero@diariosur.es

The facility will include an intermodal railway station and a dry port. :: SUR

The location of the megahub
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Jimena works as a 
waitress in the city while 
her Egyptian fiancée, 
who is waiting to be 
granted asylum,is 
perfecting her Spanish  

TORROX. One year ago, their love 
story went round the world. In April 
2017 María Jimena Rico, 29, from To-
rrox, and 22-year-old Egyptian Sha-
za Ismail, underwent an ordeal 
which took them to three countries, 
fleeing the rejection of Shaza’s fa-
mily in Dubai, who didn’t - and still 
don’t - accept their daughter’s rela-
tionship with another woman. They 
ended up in jail in Turkey and were 
only released after the intervention 
of the Spanish ambassador and fo-
reign minister.  

Twelve months on they are still li-
ving in Malaga, between Jimena’s pa-
rents’ house in Torrox and an apart-

ment in the city.  
Over the last year they have been 

featured in  numerous magazines, 
given dozens of interviews and fil-
med a documentary about their li-
ves, which will be shown on televi-
sion and called ‘My future in your 
eyes’.  

“We don’t consider ourselves an 
icon. We are just very happy becau-
se we were able to resume our life 
together, escape from the hell we 
went through a year ago, in a prison 
in Turkey, where they accused us of 
being terrorists,” Jimena told us last 
week. 

Sitting quietly in a café on Mue-
lle Uno, she said that 12 months ago 
she didn’t know what was going to 
happen, but knew she wasn’t going 
to leave her partner on her own. 
“Wherever Shaza was, that’s where 
I was going to be as well.”  

The first anniversary of their 

“nightmare” coincided with Inter-
national Day of Lesbian Visibility on 
26 April. “If our story, with all the 
pain and suffering we went through, 
serves to continue the fight for se-
xual acceptance in the world, we will 
feel proud and satisfied. We have to 
keep fighting to change the way 
people think, especially in countries 
where people are persecuted for their 
sexual orientation,” said Jimena.  

During these 12 months they have 
had time to travel, but for the mo-
ment only in Spain because Shaza  
can’t leave the country, due to the 
fact that she has not yet been gran-
ted the asylum she has applied for 
because of persecution for her sexual 
orientation. “She has a temporary 
residence permit, which she has to 
renew every six months, and we hope 
she’ll get her permanent papers soon,” 
explained Jimena. They also plan to 
marry in her home town. 

Jimena now works as a waitress 
in Malaga, while Shaza is continuing 
to take Spanish lessons. “She’s getting 
much better. She has been offered 
work in hotels but she wants to per-
fect her Spanish first, she says. Sha-
za still has no contact with her pa-
rents or sisters, but “she is calm about 
it; she just hopes one day they will 
accept her as she is”.  

One of the pleasant surprises af-
ter coming back to Torrox was to re-
ceive photos from friends showing 
graffiti supporting them in Paris. “It 
was after we appeared on TV in Fe-
bruary,” said Jimena, who confided 
that she and Shaza are hoping to be 
able to visit Paris, the city of love, in 
the not-too-distant future.María Jimena Rico and Shaza Ismail, in Malaga last week. :: SUR

The couple, who were jailed in Turkey, divide their time between Torrox and Malaga

Shaza and Jimena, one year on

EUGENIO 
CABEZAS

 eugeniocabezas@gmail.com

Several graffiti artists 
have painted images of 
the couple on buildings 
in the city of Paris
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Vélez-Málaga town hall’s 
architect, Emilio Martín, 
has confirmed that 
investigations are under 
way to determine how 
old the bones are 

:: EFE 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Human remains 
have been discovered during work to 
build a new social security office in 
Vélez-Málaga. 

The company responsible for over-
seeing the archaeological aspect of 
the new social security treasury of-
fice on calle Lope de Vega in the 
town’s historic centre announced on 
Wednesday that they had discovered 
a burial area with human bones.  

Vélez-Málaga town hall’s archae-
ologist, Emilio Martín, told the Efe 
news agency  that the bones belong 
to “a number of people”. However, 

he said he was unsure of exactly how 
many bodies would have been bur-
ied at the site.  

An archaeological investigation 
will take place at the site over the 
coming weeks to determine the age 
of the bones and whether they hail 
from modern times, the middle ages 

or are even prehistoric.  
A number of objects were also 

found buried with the bodies, which 
Martín explained would help to de-
termine how old the bones are. 

Culture councillor, Cynthia García, 
said that works have stopped while 
the investigations take place.

Discovery of human remains halts  
work on new social security building 

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

ALMÁCHAR. The villages of 
Almáchar, Moclinejo, Cútar, El Borge, 
Iznate and others gathered at the 
María Zambrano fairground in 
Almáchar last Saturday to celebrate 
the news that the Malaga raisin has 
been given UN status (Globally Im-
portant Agricultural Heritage Sys-
tem) via the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO). Raisins, local 
wine and other typical dishes were 
served at the event. Politicians con-
firmed that the next step will be to 
form a foundation to manage an ac-
tion plan for the sustainability and 
cultivation of the raisin, which is 
unique to the Axarquía. Almáchar is 
also set to receive 250,000 euros for 
a museum.

Villages unite to celebrate Malaga 
raisin’s new global status

View of Vélez-Málaga’s historic centre. :: JENNIE RHODES

Celebrations in Almáchar. :: E. C.

IN BRIEF

Hotel with royal 
connections reopens 

LA HERRADURA 
: :  J. RHODES. The Hotel Sol los 
Fenecios in La Herradura reopened 
its doors in time for the May bank 
holiday weekend after being closed 
for refurbishment. 

According to hotel receptionist, 
Óscar Moleón, the hotel was fully 
booked with guests from China, the 

UK, Germany and Spain, among 
other nationalities. 

The hotel was the first to be 
awarded four stars on the Costa 
Tropical and King Juan Carlos and 
his wife, Queen Sofía, stayed there 
in 1993 when King Baudouin I of 
Belgium died while visiting Motril. 
The Spanish monarchs stayed in La 
Herradura and  escorted the Belgian 
king’s body to Granada airport from 
where it was flown to Belgium. 

New primary school for 
rapidly growing town 

TORRE DEL MAR 
:: E. C. Councillors unanimously 
voted in favour of a new primary 
school for Torre del Mar during last 
Friday’s council meeting  in Vélez-
Málaga.  The decision by all politi-
cal parties to start work on the new 
school “as soon as possible” was 
based on the population growth 
that the coastal town, which be-
longs to Vélez-Málaga, has seen in 
recent years, along with the fact 
that none of the town’s existing 
primary schools is modern.

Salares to Árchez road 
reopens to traffic 

ÁRCHEZ / SALARES 
:: E. P. The section of the MA-4108 
between Salares and Árchez, 
which collapsed during heavy 
rainfall at the beginning of March, 
reopened on Saturday. The peo-
ple most affected by the road clo-
sure, according to provincial coun-
cillor for Public Works and Infra-
structure, Francisco Oblaré, were 
students living in Sedella and 
Salares who had to find an alter-
native route to get to their sec-
ondary school in Cómpeta.

Hotel Sol los Fenecios in La Herradura. :: SUR
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P
artly because of a slight 
slowdown in Q1 
growth, the Spanish 
government announced 

this week that the pace of Spain’s 
GDP expansion is going to de-
crease over the next three years. 
Year-on-year, the country’s econ-
omy expanded by 2.9% in the first 
three months of 2018 - the first 
time quarterly growth has dipped 
below 3% in three years - prompt-
ing Mariano Rajoy’s Popular Party 
(PP) to announce that expansion 
will slow to 2.4% in 2019, down 
from an expected 2.7% this year. 
That figure will fall to 2.3% in 
2020 and 2021, said the PP.    

Why does the government - or 
indeed any other body involved 
in the “GDP-Expansion-Forecast” 
game - release such predictions so 
far in advance, one wonders? Or-
ganisations such as the Bank of 
Spain and the International 
Monetary Fund change their 
growth estimates for Spain at 
least twice a year, usually increas-
ing them to match the actual rate 
of the previous year’s growth.   

This is precisely what hap-
pened in 2017. The Spanish gov-
ernment, the Bank of Spain and 
the IMF upped their forecasts as 
the months progressed, seem-
ingly to try and reach the figure 
of 3.2%, the rate at which Spain’s 
GDP grew in 2016. Finally, all 
those organisations’ revised pre-
dictions were in line with the ac-
tual growth rate of 3.1% in 2017, 
thus enabling Rajoy to continue 
his rosy narrative about the Span-
ish economy. 

It’s likely, looking at prece-
dents, that the forecasts for 2021 
will be changed at least once a 

year by the Spanish government 
between now and then. And 
that’s not even considering fluc-
tuations in estimates made by 
other organisations - both Span-
ish and international - which will 
also occur several times over the 
next three years. 

Indeed, the IMF has already 
started playing the latest round of 
the “GDP-Expansion-Forecast” 
game. Last October, before things 
erupted in Catalonia, the Wash-
ington-based organisation pre-
dicted that the Spanish economy 
would grow by 2.5% in 2018. In 
January, it reduced that forecast 
to 2.4%, noting that post 1-O (1 
October) events in the north-
easterly region would probably 
dent investor confidence in Spain.   

Yet the Spanish economy has 
barely registered the effects of 1-
O and its chaotic, divisive fallout. 
Accordingly, two weeks ago the 
IMF tweaked its Spain growth 
forecast for the second time in 
four months, increasing it to 2.8% 
(better even than its pre 1-O esti-
mate of 2.5%). In doing so, Poul 
Thomsen, boss of the fund’s Euro-
pean Department, assured every-
body that the dispute over Cata-
lan independence was just a “po-
litical issue” and therefore un-
likely to dent Spain’s economy in 
the medium term.  

Those who thought that poli-
tics and economics were inextri-
cably connected, especially in 
present-day Spain, thereby stand 
corrected. Even so, it’s probably 
best not to take guesses - sorry, 
“forecasts” - concerning the 
growth of the Spanish economy 
too seriously, from the IMF or 
from anyone else. 

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

TAKE A                                             

GUESS

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

The Malaga-based 
banking group is enjoying 
the benefit of reducing the 
amount of non-productive 
assets it holds and an 
overall improvement in 
financial indices  

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. Unicaja Banco, the 
Malaga-based banking group, has 
announced that it made a net profit 
of  57.4 million euros in the first 
three months of this year. This fig-

ure represents a 13.1% increase com-
pared to the same period last year. 
The return on equity reached 6.1%   

The company said that this 
stronger performance is due to a 
general improvement in perform-
ance indicators in the period.  Ac-

cording to its statement, Unicaja 
says it has managed to improve its 
solvency, which has reached 15.4% 
on the CET1 ratio, one of the high-
est in the industry, and also reduce 
the amount of assets not generat-
ing a return on investment.  

Going digital 
The bank also reported on its con-
tinuing success in attracting new 
online customers, who now make 
up some 30% of its total client base. 
At the moment 58% of  customers’ 
transactions are made online, 30% 
in branch and 12% at ATMs. 

Rosy picture from Unicaja as 
profits jump 13% so far in 2018

The traditional May Day marches organised by trade unions took place 
on Tuesday this week. In Malaga (shown) and towns and cities across 
Spain working people took to the streets. This year marchers were 
highlighting, among other issues, ongoing tensions over pension lev-
els plus calls for more stable employment contracts and higher wages.   

MONEY CONCERNS 
CENTRE STAGE AT 
MAY DAY RALLIES 

:: FRANCIS SILVA

58% of customer 

transactions are carried 

out online and 30%                

in the branches 
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NEWS24 GIBRALTAR

Following media 
coverage of the latest 
WHO pollution report, 
the Gibraltar authorities 
say the situation is not 
as bad as suggested  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The latest report on 
pollution from the World Health 
Organisation, issued this week, 
showed that more than 40 towns 
and cities in the UK are at, or have 
exceeded, the air pollution limits 
set by the WHO; it mentioned Gi-
braltar in the section of those which 
exceed the limit of 10 micrograms 
per cubic metre. In response to some 
of the press coverage about this re-
port, the Gibraltar government is-
sued a statement on Thursday to 
put the figures into context.  

According to the WHO report, 
Gibraltar recorded 14 micrograms 
per cubic metre, fourth in the list 
after Port Talbot (18), Scunthorpe 
(15), and Salford (15). The Gibraltar 
government’s statement explained 
that measured concentrations at 
Rosia Road do exceed the WHO 
guidelines, but these are stricter 
than EU levels, which the Air Qual-
ity Directive sets as Stage 1 Limit 
Value (25 ug m-3) and Stage 2 Limit 
Value (20 ug m-3). Gibraltar does 
not exceed either Stage 1 or Stage 
2 LVs on the EU criteria, and levels 
have been steadily dropping over 
recent years. The government says 
it continues to work on reducing 
them further.  

The statement points out that 
there is a limit to how much this is 
achievable, as a portion of the con-
tamination comes from sources out-
side the authorities’ control, such 
as sea salt and African dust. Both 
sea salt, and in particular African 
dust from the Sahara will be higher 
in Gibraltar than in the UK loca-
tions quoted in the report due to 
its geographical location. Neverthe-
less, the government is fully com-
mitted to reducing PM 2.5.  

Another contributing factor is 
the burning of diesel. All use of die-

sel for power generation in Gibral-
tar will stop this year following the 
commissioning of the new LNG 
power station; this will have a sig-
nificant impact in reducing this 
type of pollution as well as others.  
Gibraltar also has a Sustainable Traf-
fic Plan, explains the government, 
which includes steps to encourage 
people to use their cars less and to 
reduce speed (such as speed cam-
eras). Further measures are to be 
announced shortly, together with 
a wide range of other environ-
mental plans. 

Gibraltar’s air quality criticised but 
 government puts it into context

IN BRIEF

Customs seize 900 
cartons of cigarettes 

GIBRALTAR 
::  D.B. Customs officers have ar-
rested four Spanish citizens and 
seized 900 cartons of cigarettes in 
two separate operations this week.  

The first was on Saturday eve-
ning, during a routine patrol, and 
the second was in the early hours 

of Thursday morning, when the 
Customs launch gave chase to a rigid 
inflatable boat which was loaded 
with cigarettes. The inflatable kept 
trying to ram the Customs vessel, 
causing slight damage to one en-
gine. One officer sustained minor 
injuries to his knee.  

The four men have all been 
charged and will be appearing in 
court in Gibraltar in the next few 
days.

Charity donates 
equipment to A&E 

GIBRALTAR 
: :  D. B. The Gibraltar Health 
Authority now has a sophisticated 
‘Point of Care’ analyser for its A&E 
department, donated by local char-
ity Reseach Into Childhood Can-
cer (RICC). The equipment is used 
for paediatric patients who need 
a blood test to determine the se-
verity of infection and inflamma-
tion. This test previously entailed 
a blood sample being sent to the 
laboratory for analysis, but the 
new equipment means results are 
available within three minutes.

School pupils learn 
about sun safety 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. B. Children from St Bernard’s 
First School took part in a sun 
safety project in Commonwealth 
Park this week, thanks to a joint 
activity between the Education 
Department and Skcin, a UK skin 
cancer charity, which aims to re-
verse the soaring rates of skin can-
cer for future generations. Sun 
Safe Schools also assists primary 
schools in implementing a suit-
able sun safe policy and encour-
aging the reinforcement of sun 
safety at home. 

The RIB was loaded with cigarettes. :: SUR

Most of Gibraltar’s air quality is within EU limits. :: D.B.
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Justice system under 
scrutiny after verdict 

MADRID 
:: SUR.  The outpouring of pub-
lic anger after the trial of five men 
accused of a gang rape in Pam-
plona has shone the spotlight on 
the Spanish judicial system this 
week. The judges in the trial gave 
a lesser verdict of sexual abuse 
and one judge on the bench is-
sued an independent judgement  
saying the men should have been 
acquitted. Politicians reacted to 
the demonstrations by suggest-
ing the definition of a rape crime 
should be changed, and the Jus-
tice minister, Rafael Catalá, was 
criticised by some in the legal pro-
fession for interfering.

IN BRIEF

Minister says  drug 
activity is under control  

ALGECIRAS 
:: SUR. The minister for the In-
terior, Juan Ignacio Zoido, has 
said that recent huge seizures by 
the authorities of drugs coming 
into the area around Algeciras 
and La Línea, next to Gibraltar, 
are proof that the government 
has the situation under control. 
His visit to the area came after a 
Guardia Civil union warned that 
the problem is getting worse and 
that activity by local criminal 
families is being organised into 
“the first drugs cartel in Spain”. 

Zoido on his visit. :: EP

The Basque separatist 
group gave up violence in 
2011 but, until now, had 
continued to exist and 
victims groups say justice 
still has to be done  

:: SUR 

MADRID. It had been talked about 
for weeks as imminent, but when 
it came, on Thursday, afternoon,  
the formal announcement by ETA 
that it was consigning itself to the 
history books caused mixed reac-
tions across Spain as well as a sense 
of the welcome end of an era. 

In its statement, read out by ex-
leaders of ETA and first published 
by media in the Basque Country, 
the region that it had sought to sepa-
rate from Spain for 60 years, ETA 
said it had “totally dissolved its struc-
tures”, and was “putting an end to 
its historic cycle and function”.  

Although ETA had given up its 
violent terrorist activities in 2011, 
it is only in the past weeks that it 
has been publicly known that it was 
taking steps to disband. 

  On 20 April the group admitted 
the damage it had caused over its 
six decades and it promised  to come 
to terms with the consequences of 
the conflict and not to repeat it. 
However in that declaration last 
month  it was criticised for only 
apologising for the harm to some of 
the victims. 

At an event in the French Basque 
Country on Friday (today) there will 
be a symbolic winding-up ceremony 
involving a local notary.  

On Wednesday this week the 
group had alerted media that it was 
preparing to make an announce-
ment the next day and provoked re-
action from across the country           
in anticipation of Thursday’s                
declaration. 

The Spanish government said 
that, despite the dissolution of the 
group,   it would pursue wanted ter-
rorists “wherever they are”. Inte-
rior minister, Juan Ignacio Zoido 
said that there “will be no sort of 
immunity”. “Before and after this 
communiqué they will be sought 
out,”  he added. He explained that 
Madrid would still be looking for 

cooperation from former ETA mem-
bers  in the more than 300 unsolved 
terrorist crimes.  

Between the first murder, in 1968, 
of a Guardia Civil officer and the 

last, of a French policemen in 2010,  
the death toll linked to ETA’s cam-
paign for a separate, Marxist-inspired 
Basque state, reached 853. 

On Wednesday, relatives of vic-
tims of the terrorism and Basque in-
tellectuals presented a manifesto 
calling on Madrid to do more to bring 
the terrorists to justice and not to 
allow them to “reset the counter 
back to zero.” 

Consuelo Ordóñez, sis-
ter of a conservative poli-
tician murdered by ETA 
in 1995, said that, despite 
the end of terrorism, “it 
mustn’t be forgotten 
that serving  in public in-
stitutions there  are “not 

only the political heirs of 
the gunmen, but the ideo-

logues.” “ETA has put an 
end to its history, but...it 

doesn’t mean that it is deacti-
vating its political project.” 

 Costa del Sol remembers too 

During its six decades of violence, 
the spectre of ETA was also present 
in Malaga and the Costa del Sol. 
Among incidents etched on locals’ 
memories are the 2000 murder of 
Malaga councillor, José María Martín  
Carpena, and numerous bombings 
and attempted bombings along the 
coast. The last time was in August 
2008 when three bombs were 
placed in Benalmádena and near 
the airport.  

ETA makes its expected announcement 
and consigns itself to the history books 

Victims’ group on Wednesday :: L.A.

853 
murders. The first was of a 
Guardia Civil officer, José Anto-
nio Pardines in 1968.  

2,597 
people injured, according to offi-
cial statistics. 86 kidnaps also 
took place. 

1,635 
children orphaned by ETA, accord-
ing to data from campaigners for 
justice, Covite. 

10,000 
businesses coerced into giving 
funds since the criminal group was 
born in a San Sebastian bar in 1958.

THE TRAIL OF DAMAGE
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Flashback - ETA car bomb 
 in Fuengirola. :: SUR
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M
odern Life Is Rubbish. 
The wildly overrated 
pop group Blur prof-
fered this truism as an 

album title back in the mid nine-
ties, so heaven knows what they’d 
need to come up with these days 
to encapsulate even half of the lu-
nacy we’re currently witness to. 

A few days ago an eighteen-year-
old girl in America posted a picture 
of herself in her prom dress on 
TwitFace or MonsterGram or some-
where and all hell broke loose. This 
is because she was accused of cul-
tural appropriation - yet another 
confected category amid the quag-
mire of reasons to be offended on 
behalf of others (who normally 
couldn’t care less) invented by the 
ever growing homogenous mass 
of swivel-eyed lunatics who feel 
it’s their life’s work to spend their 
days in a state of permanent out-
rage. 

The clothing in question was 
Chinese in style, apparently, and 

this was reason enough for legions 
of people with nothing better to 
do than write stuff in capital let-
ters peppered with exclamation 
marks to clasp their heads in dis-
belief and dig out their How To Be 
Offended manuals. Inevitably, any 
actual Chinese people were con-
spicuous by their absence in all the 
furore, presumably because they 
had better things to be doing - like 
a hard day’s work, for example. 

The tyranny of cultural appro-
priation is far reaching - it’s said 
that white people should never be 
seen sporting dreadlocks, for in-
stance. Actually, I wholeheartedly 
agree on this one, not because of 
some perceived symbolic lack of 
respect you understand; more be-
cause they always look faintly ri-
diculous.  

In the same way, it would have 
been a jolly good idea, I think, if 
UB40 hadn’t culturally appropri-
ated reggae music, principally be-
cause their version always sounded 

so nasally poor. 
Talking of music, it’s a good job 

being offended about stuff and 
nonsense wasn’t a full time occu-
pation in the nineteen sixties when 
The Rolling Stones culturally ap-
propriated (i.e. blatantly copied) 
the blues and The Beatles did like-
wise with, well, anything they 
could lay their hands on, actually. 
(“No, George, put that sitar down, 
you imperialistic hooligan. You’re 
being really offensive, man.”)  

Anyway, that episode in history 
seemed to work out fine for our 
cultural legacy, didn’t it? Well, ex-
cept for Octopus’s Garden, obvi-
ously. 

So, look here, chaps. I’m getting 
more and more offended by peo-
ple who get offended on behalf of 
others. No, hang on, that wasn’t 
nearly loud enough; let’s try again 
(clears throat). 

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW, 
EVERYBODY??!!!??!!! I’M REALLY 
OFFENDED!!!!!!!.....!!

Don’t offence me in
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

S
ome might think that at 
this stage we didn’t ought 
to be surprised or scared 
when someone talks of 

mafia organisations linked with 
drug trafficking being set up on the 
Costa del Sol. For a long time now 
international criminal organisa-
tions have sought refuge here, try-
ing to blend in with the large for-
eign population with a high-flying 
lifestyle and laundering money 
through property investment.  

We can even remember how the 
same countries that sent us their 
criminals changed the name of the 
Costa del Sol to the Costa del 
Crime, a situation that was cov-
ered up as it did little for tourism 
promotion until the revenge kill-
ings, some with stray bullets that 
claimed innocent victims as col-

lateral damage, forced the authori-
ties into action. 

Some might say we shouldn’t 
be scared, but you’d have to be ir-
responsible not to take seriously 
what’s happening now in the 
Campo de Gibraltar. The Guardia 
Civil association warned last week 

that there, just a stone’s throw 
from the Costa del Sol, Spain’s first 
drug cartel is taking shape, and 
that is much more serious than 
anything we have seen before. 

The Interior Ministry, with its 
usual conceit and insolvency, has 
rushed to say that that is not the 

case. To back up its statement it 
has come up with the record-break-
ing figures in recent drug hauls in 
the area. Even the newest reader 
of the crime columns and anyone 
who has spoken to a police expert, 
knows full well that the more 
drugs are seized by police, the more 
drugs are getting through. 

The minister cannot show a sin-
gle statistic to prove that they are 
investing more to be able to deal 
with the situation that is starting 
to affect the Campo de Gibraltar, 
an area that is sensitive and vul-
nerable like all frontier territories, 
and ravaged even further by the 
scourge of unemployment and the 
lack of opportunities that make the 
world of drugs tempting for thou-
sands of youths without a future. 

For some time now, people work-

ing on the ground have been stress-
ing the need to recognise the prob-
lem, give the security forces more 
resources and make a serious in-
vestment to offer an opportunity 
in the lives of those with no alter-
native but to become pawns in this 
sinister business.  

After  recent events that shed 
doubt on the basic democratic equa-
tion that the State holds the mo-
nopoly in strength, it was assumed 
that a deployment of resources 
would be made available to fight 
the drug dealing. The reinforce-
ments were barely there long 
enough for the minister to have his 
photo taken with them. 

This is serious and it’s on our 
doorstep. If we think that it’s not 
going to affect us, then we’re ter-
ribly wrong.

Right here

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA

PACHI

The death of another horse

When April comes round it’s 
time for the Seville fair when 
the city fills with ladies in spotty 
flamenco dresses and smart men 
in suits and ties. Private ‘case-
tas’, ham and wine. And, of 
course, don’t forget the horse 
rides! The essence of deep An-
dalucía. The most noble and 
beautiful animal of this land 
comes out to shine and be ad-
mired, and serve all those who 
are full of praise but not always 
the due respect and care. 

Once again we hear the news 
of the cruel death of a horse. 
The animal, already ill, suffered 
in the intense Seville heat, 
which, on top of the selfishness 
of its owner who didn’t give it 
anything to eat or drink, con-
tributed to its death. Seeing a 
horse die, collapse on the sand, 

is atrocious and horrific. Like 
an arrow straight through the 
heart. It demonstrates the loss 
of values in this society that 
only thinks about having a good 
time and giving out a false im-
age that lacks humanity.  

Seville might sell all sorts of 
good sides to its fair, but noth-
ing can delete the image of a 
dead horse through neglect from 
our memories. 

What a shame that we allow 
the killing of this animal that 
just by looking in our eyes trans-
mits elegance and loyalty! 

What has happened to hu-
manity? 

But, still, long live the Feria! 
We’ve got lots of horses. 

 
BARTOLOMÉ FLORIDO 

BY EMAIL

Down, down, down 

Your large sports section last 
week only confirmed what we 
have known for a while. Malaga 
CF have gone down to the sec-
ond division. Relegation - time 
to hang their (our?) heads in 
shame. 

It’s good to see how the last 
ten years have panned out for 
the club, though. Now we can 
only hope that all of those thou-
sands of supporters who pack 

the stands for the big La Liga 
matches, when Real Madrid 
come, for example, will con-
tinue to support the team in La 
Rosaleda next season. 

For many local football will 
have lost a bit of its shine but 
we have to still turning out for 
the games to cheer the lads back 
up to the top league for the fol-
lowing season. 
  
HARRY JOHNSON 

BY EMAIL

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

THERE IS A PRIZE FOR THE BEST

CONTRIBUTION TO THIS PAGE

SO PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ADDRESS

We accept letters by email (surinenglish.su@diariosur.es), post 
or fax, but they must include identification and a telephone 
number, and be exclusive to SUR in English. We do not publish 
anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by contributors to this 
and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily reflect 
those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced without written permission from the publishers.

Published by: PRENSA MALAGUEÑA S. A. 
Director General: JOSÉ LUIS ROMERO

Editor in Chief: 
MANUEL CASTILLO 
Publications Director:  
Pedro Luis Gómez 

Editor:  
Rachel Haynes 
Assistant editor:  
Daryl Finch 

Advertising Manager:  
Emma Vera 
Commercial Director:  
Jorge Artero

I‛m 
going to 
fire a             

symbolic shot 
into the air to 
end the armed 
struggle in the 

Basque  
Country



May 4th to 10th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH  27



28282828282828 May 4th to 10th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH

28 LIFESTYLE28282828282828

Elvis Presley died over 
40 years ago but his 
legacy lives on with the 
2012 Worldwide Ultimate 
Elvis Tribute Artist 

MALAGA. Ben Portsmouth is as 
cool, calm and confident over the 
phone as he is on stage. With his no-
tably British accent, you would never 
suspect that he saw off hundreds of 
competitors across several rounds 
to become the winner of the Ulti-
mate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest in 
Memphis, Tennessee in 2012.  

The singer, 38, spoke to SUR in 
English ahead of his upcoming per-
formance in Malaga next Tuesday, 
8 May. 

Ben’s band is called Taking Care 
of Elvis, which reflects his efforts 
to preserve the artist’s legacy. “The 
trouble with Elvis impersonating is 
that there’s always a stigma about 
it, he says. “It’s like anything, 
whether you’re telling fortunes or 
you’re a magician, there are good 
ones and bad ones. I try my best to 
do it in a respectful way and have 
fun as well. 

“Elvis always had fun and I want 
people to take some of that away 
with them.” 

The artist grew up on the out-
skirts of Reading, Berkshire, the 
youngest of three brothers. “I got 
the most attention,” he admits. 

It was his father who first intro-

duced him to Elvis. “He always 
played his songs in the car when I 
was growing up.” 

This one of the reasons why he 
took an interest in music from an 
early age. “I was always in bands as 
a kid and I wrote my own songs. I 
used to play Elvis’ music at home 
for pleasure and learn the chords,” 
he says. “Later on, in my early 20s, 
I was doing a lot of session guitar 
work and studied music at college. 

Eventually, I got fed up of that. I 
much preferred playing and listen-
ing to Elvis so on the side I got a new 
band together and it just escalated 
from there.” 

Ben started playing pubs and 
clubs and is currently undertaking 
a world tour until January next year, 
playing venues in Spain, the UK,  
the  United States and Mexico. 

Despite his interest in music,  his 
eventual career choice took his fam-

ily by surprise. “My dad thinks that 
I’m completely bonkers,” he admits. 
“I picked up his guitar and tried to 
learn the chords while listening to 
Elvis tapes so I suppose he had his 
suspicions.” 

Taking Care of Elvis first came 
together after Ben put an advertise-
ment out locally in an attempt to 
form a band. “It’s always been made 
up of professional musicians, but 
individuals come and go. We’re all 

great friends and they all have a 
wealth of experience, having worked 
with many big names in pop and 
rock.” 

Together they have played ven-
ues around the world in countries 
including the UK, Spain, Switzer-
land, Belgium, Germany, Argentina, 
Australia, Brazil and the USA. “It 
really doesn’t matter where you play, 
it could be in a cow shed or it could 
be in Las Vegas, it’s all about the 
audience,” he says. 

“Some of the best gigs I’ve had 
have been in Brazil. When I played 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall they 
were on their feet dancing from the 
first song, it was great,” he adds. 

The act, he finds, is successful be-
cause it has a broad appeal, with fans 
across three generations. “An Elvis 
fanbase is made up of grandmoth-
ers and grandfathers who were there 
originally, their children, and their 
children’s children,” he says. 

However, Ben does not take it all 
for granted. He works hard to rec-
reated Elvis “in his prime”, using 
his 1968 comeback tour as inspira-
tion.  “I stay in shape and look after 
myself,” he says. “He was an arche-
typal heartthrob.” 

While maintaining the image is 

Ben Portsmouth takes centre stage as Elvis Presley, complete with husky voice and girating hips. :: TCE

“Elvis always had fun and I want people 
to take some of that away with them”
Ben Portsmouth Elvis tribute act  QUOTES

“It really doesn’t matter 
where you play, it could be 
in a cow shed or it could be 
in Las Vegas. It’s about the 
audience” 

“I always bring a bit of my 
own personality into my 
performances to 
distinguish myself from 
the rest”

BEN 
CLARKE

 english@diariosur.es
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important, it is equally vital not to 
get caught up in the persona. “When 
I’m on stage sometimes I’m Elvis 
and sometimes I come out of it and 
I’m myself.  

“I think that it’s important to put 
some of your own humour into it,” 
he says. “There’s nothing worse than 
when you tell one of Elvis’ jokes; it 
comes across as very tacky and 
cheesy.” 

Ben Portsmouth brings his act 
to Malaga’s Teatro Cervantes on 
Tuesday.

 What.   An Elvis tribute act per-
formed by Brit Ben Portsmouth. 

 Where.   Teatro Cervantes, 
Malaga. 

 When.   Tuesday 8 May, 8.30pm. 

 Tickets.   24 to 60 euros from 
www.unientradas.es

NEED TO KNOW

Ben’s main inspiration is Elvis’ 1968 Comeback tour. :: TCE

A San Pedro schoolboy 
organised a jumble sale 
to raise funds for young 
people who have limited 
access to food and water 

:: MADDY HAY 

MALAGA. After five-year-old Dex-
ter St Pierre saw an advert for aid 
charity Save the Children on tele-
vision, he decided that he should 
do something to help. 

Dexter, who lives in San Pedro, 
was upset that other children do 
not have the same access to food 
and water that he does. With the 
help of his mother, Chloe, the 
philanthropic young boy organ-
ised a jumble sale so he could raise 
money in order to improve the 
lives of others. 

Dexter and his sister Piper each 
gathered a bag together of their 
own toys to sell for funds. Dex-
ter’s school, St George’s in San Pe-
dro, also helped by sending out 
emails  to parents requesting do-
nations of toys, books and other 
items that could be sold on the 
stall. To add to her son’s efforts, 
his mother collected jumble from 
work colleagues, friends and from 
her own personal belongings. “We 

had lots of things to sell!” she said. 
The sale took place on at the 

end of April at Benahavís market. 
So far, Dexter has raised 328 euros.  

Chloe is proud of her son and 
believes that helping others is a 

“valuable lesson”.  
Dexter and Chloe plan to put 

together more fundraising events 
in the future, all in the hope of 
providing essential aid to those 
less fortunate.

Five-year-old philanthropist 
wants to Save the Children

Dexter and his mother Chloe at the stall. :: SUR
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More than 80,000 
people took part in 
various events across the 
city in support of 11 
organisations   

:: ÁLVARO FRÍAS 

MALAGA. “The 
people of Malaga 
have charity in 
their DNA,” 
said Alejan-
dro Martín, 
director of 
the Mar-
c e l i n o  
C h a m p a g -
nat Founda-
tion, one of 
the beneficiar-
ies of the Soles de 
Málaga charity 
event held across the 
city on Saturday. 

More than 80,000 people proved 
him right, enjoying entertainment 
and activities across the city, cen-
tred around El Pimpi bodega, whose 
foundation organised the event, 
close to the Alcazaba. 

Thousands were drawn to events 
in this central location, but 

the activity wasn’t just 
limited to the city 

centre: across 
eleven districts 

of Malaga  
v a r i o u s  
events were 
planned, in-
cluding con-
certs from a 
number of 

former TV 
talent show 

singers. 
The aim of 

the day was to 
raise awareness and 

funds for eleven organisa-

tions across the city, including 
charities which look after those 
affected by cancer, Aids, domestic 
violence, mental health issues, 
among others. 

President of the Foundation and 
co-owner of El Pimpi, José Cobos, 
said: “It was always my hope that 
we would get a lot of people in-
volved but I never thought that the 
people of Malaga would support us 
so overwhelmingly.” 

Further proof of this support, 
added El Pimpi managing director, 
Elena Cobos, was the collaboration 
of more than 300 organisations who 
“without having to knock on their 
doors” wanted to “do their bit”.

El Pimpi’s city-wide 
fiesta brings                
out Malaga’s  
charitable side

Organisers, sponsors and representatives of the beneficiaries. :: SALVADOR SALAS
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Crowds in Malaga 
city centre. ::  S. S.

The party extended to the ‘barrios’ of the city. :: S. SALAS
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PET CARE

It looks like summer is just 
around the corner and after a 
dodgy spring with more than 
enough rain, we are all looking 
forward to it. However, every 
coin has a flip side and summer 
is no exception. 

Over the many years the Pet 
Care column has appeared, Erny 
and I have frequently written 
about leishmaniasis and the dan-
ger it is to our dogs. I was there-
fore surprised to be having a chat 
with a dog owner from Mijas 
Costa who told me that he had 
never heard of the condition un-
til his dog caught it and died as 
a result.  

The simple fact is that leish-
maniasis especially exists in 
warm climates as it is transmit-
ted by the sandfly mosquito. It 
is an immunosuppressive dis-

ease which means it lowers the 
dog’s ability to fight off condi-
tions which can be fatal. 

There is no cure. To make a 
direct analogy it means that your 
dog is like a country with no 
armed forces. It becomes liable 
to attack and has no resistance. 

One dog cannot give it to an-
other without a vector or carrier 
and I asked the well-known and 
respected veterinary surgeon Dr 
María José Guerrero of the Hos-
pital Veterinario in Alhaurín el 
Grande to expand on this fact 
and to suggest preventive meas-
ures. 

 Dr Guerrero told me: “Canine 
leishmaniasis is caused by a para-
site known as leishmania and is 
transmitted by the mosquito 
phelbotomus. It is endemic in 
all the southern Mediterranian 
zones. 

“Prevention of the disease is 
of the utmost importance and 
should include the application 
of  an insecticide that lasts with 
a base of permethrin like Advan-
tix, Frontline, Trii Act or the use 
of collars with deltamethrin like 

Scalabor or Flumethrin.” 
Dr Guerrero advises that in 

high-risk areas the combination 
of these mosquito repellents to-
gether should be considered, 
along with a vaccination that 
exists in the market against the 
risk of leishmaniasis. 

She also advises that, as far as 
possible, dogs should be kept in-
doors at night. Of course they 
must go out to answer the call 
of nature. I would add that own-
ers should never allow their dogs 
to sleep outdoors. 

Zero risk does not exist but 
Dr Guerrero and I are of one 
voice in our objective to mini-
mise the risk of dogs contract-
ing the disease. 

Symptoms 
Keep a watchful eye on symp-
toms which include hair loss, 
soreness of the ear tips, losing 
weight but eating well and 
whiteness of the eyes. 

Everyone likes to be proved 
right in their suspicions. Frankly 
I hate  being proved right in this 
case. If you suspect your dog has 
this complaint, go to your vet 
for a blood test. Only that test 
will reveal the truth. 

Do not take risks, especially 
in summer.

Leishmaniasis can be 
fatal to dogs and is 
especially prevalent 
in warmer climates

Summer danger

PETER 
HARRISON

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Hundreds of 
Dutch nationals came together in 
La Carihuela last week to celebrate 
Koningsdag, the national holiday 
of the Netherlands. The King’s Day 
party, which was organised by the 
cultural department of Torremoli-
nos town hall and the Voom Voom 
Club, was held in recognition of 
King Willem-Alexander’s birthday. 

Dutch residents and visitors, 
many of whom were dressed in or-
ange wigs and wacky outfits, en-
joyed a day-long street party with 
live entertainment supplied by sev-

eral bands and Dutch DJs.  
Visitors also enjoyed a street mar-

ket offering Dutch handicraft prod-
ucts, including ceramics, cookie 
boards, knitted and embroidered 
garments and handmade wooden 
clogs.  

There was also the chance to sam-
ple traditional Dutch cuisine and 
an array of artisan beers brewed in 
the Netherlands.  

This was the third consecutive 
year that the festival has been held 
in Torremolinos and it has become 
a popular annual event for Dutch 
residents of the Costa del Sol.

Dutch community celebrates 
King’s Day in Torremolinos

Dutch residents enjoy the King’s Day party in La Carihuela. :: SUR
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MALAGA. In the midst of the loud 
explosions of the bombs, violin 
chords, the strum of a guitar or the 
bang of a drum will be heard. In a 
place where recreation is an unimag-
inable indulgence, a chance to have 
fun is gratefully taken. This is the 
challenge for Músicos sin Fronteras 
who have gathered up a tonne of 
musical instruments to send to Syria. 

The NGO, aims to spread the joy 
of music to even the most deprived 
parts of the world, has prepared to 
send all of this musical equipment 
from Vitoria with the intention of 
creating several music groups for 
children and young people. In this 
ambitious project they have the sup-

port of the Youth Orchestra of 
Malaga Province (JOPMA). 

The Malaga music group and other 
Spanish youth groups will contrib-
ute 8,000 euros towards the cost of 
transporting the instruments. This 
money used to belong to the Asso-
ciation of Spanish Youth Orchestras, 

which ceased to exist nine months 
ago after finally succumbing to the 
effects fo the economic crisis. The 
organisation once had twenty mem-
bers, but now only JOPMA (with 123 
children between nine and 17 years 
old), the National Youth Orchestra 
of Spain (JONDE) and the National 

Youth Orchestras of Catalonia and 
the Basque Country remain. 

A tonne of instruments 

After months of campaigning, Músi-
cos sin Fronteras has collected tu-
bas, trumpets, trombones, accordi-
ons, guitars, French horns, cellos, 

double basses and percussion instru-
ments which together weigh over a 
tonne. The instruments have been 
donated by individuals and by or-
chestras, by children and by profes-
sionals. 

But after the first phase of the 
iniative, the more difficult next step 
is to send the instruments on - 

which is not an easy task when 
the destination is a war zone. 

The continuous bombard-
ments have forced a change 

to the original plans, which 
were to donate the instru-
ments to a refugee camp 
in the Kurdish city of Af-
rin, considered as one of 
the most peaceful parts 
of the country following 

seven years of war. 
This period of calm was 

broken at the end of Janu-
ary by the Turkish armed 

forces, their allies in the Free 
Syrian Army and other Islamist 

factions that have fought to control 
the area, causing the exodus of thou-
sands of civilians who have gone to 
seek refuge elsewhere. 

The instruments will remain in 
Vitoria while charities plan a new 
destination for them along a safer 
route. They will arrive later than ex-
pected, but the plan is still in mo-
tion “because those kids need some-
thing to distract them from the situa-
tion that they are forced to inhabit 
and music can heal the world,” says 
Antonio César Muñoz, secretary of 
JOPMA and a representative for 
Músicos sin Fronteras.

The instruments being stored in Vitoria before being sent on. :: SUR

JOPMA has worked 
with Músicos sin 
Fronteras to send over 
a tonne of musical 
instruments to a 
refugee camp in Syria

Music to silence the bombs

REGINA 
SOTORRÍO

 @ReginaSotorrio
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Pupils from the Afrin school 
who were going to receive the 
instruments before the fall of 

the Kurdish city. :: SUR
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Whether you want to 
see the sights or sip 
coffee, volunteer or sing 
your heart out, the Costa 
has a club for everyone   

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

Costa Soul Singers 

No experience necessary 
Costa Soul Singers, who claim to 
be the “grooviest, funkiest, soul-
ful-est, fun loving” singers on the 
coast, are extending their singing 
sessions now to La Cala de Mijas 
on Wednesday nights. 

They meet at 6.45pm at the Peña 
Flamenca del Sur, as well as at the 
Manila Bar on the Paseo Marítimo 
in Los Boliches on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 7pm. Every one is 
welcome to come along and join 
in, no experience necessary. 

Costa Soul Singers often have 
gigs to help raise money for Cudeca 
and other charities. They will be 
performing at the Avanto Restau-
rant in La Cala de Mijas on Sunday 
6 May at 12.30pm to help raise 
funds for The Last Chance Animal 
Rescue Centre. For more informa-
tion, visit facebook.com/costa-
soulsingers,  email costasoulsing-
ers@gmail.com or call 602 517 915.  

Age Concern 

United Nationalities 
The new branch of Age Concern, 
which recently officially opened 
in Marbella, attended The United 
Nationalities of Marbella summit 
which took place in the Velvet res-
taurant in Nueva Andalucia. 

The British Consul for Andalucía, 
Charmaine Arbouin was there as 
was Neil Hesketh who was respon-
sible for developing the website 
Support in Spain. 

Age Concern can be contacted  
via www.ageconcernmarbella.com 
or 689355198. The organisation 
offers information about services 
available for people living in Mar-
bella and San Pedro and welcomes 
volunteers to help for events or-
ganised for the older residents of 

all nationalities. 
Coffee mornings are held once a 

month at the San Pedro padel club 
on the first Thursday of every month. 

Club Charity and Pleasure 

Consul gives a talk 
Club Charity and Pleasure presi-
dent Terry Hannam welcomed Brit-
ish Consul, Charmaine Arbouin, 
to their weekly meeting recently. 

She gave members an entertain-
ing talk, an insight into the work-
ings of the Malaga Consulate, and 
answered questions on Brexit. 

CAP meets from 10.30am each 
Wednesday morning for coffee at  
Restaurante Chilli, Benamara, 
where there is often a speaker. 

Regular events, fundraisers and 
excursions are organised, a  full 
programme which is published in 
its free quarterly magazine, and 
regularly updated online.  

New members are welcome – 
annual membership is only 15 
euros. For more information, con-
tact Terry Hannam on 952 813336 
or visit www.clubcharityandpleas-
ure.wordpress.com. 

Age Care Calahonda 

A concert with coffee 
Reflections, an acapella quartet ,  
gave a free concert to Age Care cli-
ents and members of the public at 
a recent coffee morning held in 
the International Baptist Church.  

The quartet sang a variety of 
songs including favourites like 
Country Rose, In My Room, Sen-
timental Journey and Unchained 
Melody. 

Age Care holds coffee mornings 
in Calahonda Baptist Church every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 11am 
to 1pm. They also hold talks, go on 
trips and organise other activities. 

Volunteers are always appreci-
ated, contact info@agecarecosta.org 
or Lesley 635 407 255

Clubs on the Costa 
attract new members

Costa Soul Singers performing to raise money for charity. :: SUR

SOCIETY SCENE

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

British Consul Charmaine Arbouin with CAP President Terry Hannam, and committee members. :: SUR.

Reflections acapella quartet with Age Care representatives. :: SUR

LEGAL ADVICE

REF. E. G. D.  
A few days ago, my son came 
home with his clothing torn 
and a big bruise on his arm. 
When I asked him what had 
happened, he told me that he 
had had a fight with another 
child in the playground when 
they were coming out of the 
school. I was very upset be-
cause this was the first time 
that my son has been in-

volved in a fight, and by 
chance, when I was speaking 
with the mother of another 
child, she told me that it had 
been a shame because there 
was a teacher near that had 
seen everything and had done 
nothing to stop the fight. 
Now I am thinking about re-
porting the teacher, for not 
having intervened. Could I 
take legal action against him 
or the school? 
 
Yes, as long as you can prove  
that the school staff, like the 
teacher you mention, could 
have mediated to stop the fight 
and did nothing, or took too 
much time to control the situa-
tion. In this case, if the mother 
you spoke with witnessed the 
incident and she is willing to 
give testimony, the proceeding 
will be easier. 
 
 
REF. I. R. F.  
I have received a fine for speed-
ing, attaching a shot of my car 

at the moment of the offence. 
It is a secondary road that I do 
not usually take. I was not 
aware that I was driving 
above the speed limit as I was 
travelling at 90kph, and 
when I covered the road again 
to check the speed limit, I 
saw that there was indeed a 
sign limiting the speed to 
50kph but it was too old and 
the reflective material was 
damaged. This was the reason 
why I did not see it, because I 
was driving at night. Can I ap-
peal against the fine taking 
into account that it was im-
possible to see the sign? 
 
Of course you can. They cannot 
fine for traffic offences consist-
ing of not obeying signs that are 
damaged, or that simply cannot 
be seen for being located in an 
inadequate place or covered by 
obstacles. They cannot fine ei-
ther when the signs can be hid-
den by a precedent car, if the 
sign is not also placed in the 
other side of the road.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge
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ricia Gabbitas is full 
of energy and hap-
piness as she greets 
me at her flat in 
Torre del Mar, 
where she lives for 

about eight months of the year 
with her husband, Tony.  

The couple, who only married 
in 2011, despite first meeting in 
1975, return to Yorkshire for the 
summer months.  

“We find it too hot and too 
busy here in summer,” Tricia con-
fesses, but admits that the only 
thing she really misses about her 
home county is “the bluebells in 
spring”. 

On a recent trip home they 
bought a large print of a bluebell 
wood, which now hangs in their 
living room, mixed in with paint-
ings, flower pressings and soft fur-
nishings all made by Tricia.  

“The only thing she can’t do is 
turn lead into gold,” jokes Tony, 
who proudly shows me a jacket 
which his wife (then girlfriend) 
made him 35 years ago and is still 
in perfect condition.  

Among Tricia’s many creative 
talents are writing poetry, songs 
and prose, painting and of course 
making clothes and furnishings 
for the flat. She has published a 
number of collections of poetry, 
from romantic verses, Christian 
messages and poems for occasions 
such as Christmas, birthdays and 
bereavements.  

“Some of my poetry, or lines 
from my poems, have been used 
on greetings cards,” Tricia explains. 

She produced a CD of religious 
songs for which she wrote the lyr-
ics and music and had John Sprin-
gate, who is a former member of 

Gary Glitter’s band, create the 
backing tracks for the album. 

She also reads her own poetry 
and, with a broad Yorkshire ac-
cent, is a pleasure to listen to. She 
is animated and has even written 
one poem in the Yorkshire dia-
lect. “That one needs to be trans-
lated into English,” she laughs. 

Shocking revelation 
As well as a book of holiday anec-

dotes she co-published with Tony, 
Tricia wrote her autobiography, 
The Truth About Tricia: a Life 
Touched by Love, Lies and Betray-
als, Murders and Miracles, in 2016. 

The writer, who has had no for-
mal training in the art, wrote the 
book as a way of expressing her-
self in light of discovering, at the 
age of 63, that the man she had 
believed was her grandfather was 
in fact her father. In the book she 

also talks about series of near-fa-
tal illnesses and accidents she has 
had, including an operation to re-
move her appendix which led to 
gangrene at the age of 12. She suf-
fers from fybromyalgia, which 
she says prevents her from lift-
ing and reaching. 

Tricia, who will be 70 in De-

cember this year, says that her 
first craft project was to turn a 
teddy bear into a glove puppet 
when she was 10.  

She wrote her first poem, 
Autumn, aged 13 and has gone on 
to write about 1,000 more.  

“I have always done crafts and 
written poems and they have 
helped me through the hard 
times,” Tricia admits. “They have 
always been there and I have used 
them, especially the writing, as 
a way of expressing myself.” 

Despite everything she has 
gone through, Tricia remains 
happy and positive. “I’m lucky,” 
she beams. “I had a car accident 
and I should have died, but I 
didn’t. I’m still here.”  

Career ambitions 
At the age of 15 Tricia left school 
and trained to be a secretary. “I 
really wanted to go to university  
and become a teacher but I left 
school at 15 and worked as a sec-
retary to help my mum and kid 
sister,” Tricia explains.  

She did achieve her teaching 
ambition later on when she did 
a City and Guilds qualification to 
become a teacher of pressed flow-
ers at an adult education college. 

Tony and Tricia have lived in 
Torre del Mar since 2001, when 
they visited by chance on a free 
trip while holidaying in Nerja.  

“We fell in love with the place, 
saw an apartment that was avail-
able to rent and decided to stay 
for three months. We reserved 
the same place for another three 
months the following year and 
kept coming back until we de-
cided to stay here more perma-
nently,” Tricia explains. “I don’t 
think we’ll ever move back to the 
UK permanently,” she admits. 

Since they have been here they 
have become involved in a num-
ber of organisations including Lux 
Mundi. Tricia has given talks and 
read some of her poetry to local 
groups as well and the couple sup-
port Cudeca, although Tricia ad-
mits that most of the support “is 
through buying things at the shop 
in Torre del Mar”.

Art is like therapy during difficult times

IN THE FRAME

Tricia Gabbitas    Poet, songwriter and artisan

The multitalented 
artist wanted to be a 
teacher but trained 
as a secretary to 
help out at home

“I have always done 
crafts and written poems 
and they have helped me 
through the hard times” 

Tricia reading her poetry at home in Torre del Mar. :: J. R.

:: J. RHODES 

TORRE DEL MAR Tricia Gab-
bitas will be signing some of her 
books, including the poetry col-
lections and her autobiography 
at the Lux Mundi Torre del Mar 
Spring bazaar on Friday 4 May.  
The books will be for sale at dis-
counted prices and she will be 
joined by friend and fellow 
writer, Joan Fallon, who will also 
be selling and signing copies of 

her books. Tricia and her husband 
have long been associated with 
Lux Mundi and many of her po-
ems and songs have a religious 
theme. Tricia says that she has 
“always believed in God” but ad-
mits that she “gave up on organ-
ised religion” after reading the 
book Conversations with God, 
by Neale Donald Walsh. “I have 
just always wanted to make peo-
ple happy,” she concludes.

“I have always wanted 
to make people happy”

JENNIE RHODES 
 rhodes_jennie@hotmail.com
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Born in Belgium in 1956, 
Eduard was a self-taught 
expert on water 
management in dry 
climates and he had a 
lifelong passion for plants 
and gardens 

TORREMOLINOS. An emotional 
tribute service was held in Torre-
molinos last week to honour Edu-
ard Vandoorne, one of Malaga’s 
most knowledgeable tour guides 
and ecologists, who recently died 
from cancer.  

Members of his family and close 
friends gathered in the Molina de 
Inca botanical gardens in Torremo-
linos, a place that was very close to 
Eduard’s heart, in order to receive 
a porcelain ‘biznaga’ in recognition 
of his work within the tourist in-

dustry in Malaga.  
The award was the idea of one 

of his fellow tour guides, Jürgen 
Nolle, who, on realising the seri-

ousness of his friend’s condition, 
suggested that the provincial tour-
ism authority recognise the tire-
less work that Eduard had done.  

Eduard was diagnosed with an 
aggressive cancer just a few weeks 
ago, and although the department 
of tourism organised the event with 
haste, the popular expat died just 
a few days before the award was 
due to be presented. 

His daughter, Luna, who had 
flown in from her home in Mexico 
to be with her father, told the small 
gathering that Eduard knew, and 
was very pleased, about the award. 
Her regret, she explained, was that 
her father could not be there to ac-
cept it. 

“My father was 
very pleased 
when we told 
him about 
the award, 
but he was 
very sick 
by that 
t i m e .  
One of 
t h e  
t h i n g s  
that de-
layed the 
p r e s e n t a -
tion was his 
health, as he 
could not travel 
very far, but I’m sure he 
is here with us today,” Luna 
said. “He loved these gardens and 
wanted to promote them because 
he believed that they are relatively 

unknown to tourists.” 
Eduard had been living in Torre-

molinos for 20 years and had 
worked as a private guide for the 
Malaga tourism department, tak-
ing politicians, celebrities and TV 
crews on private tours to discover 
rural Malaga and the Costa del Sol.  

He was well known within the 
Andalusian tourism sector, but in 
Torremolinos he is probably most 
remembered for his love of the 
trilby hat, which he was rarely seen 
without. 

Born in Belgium in 1956, Eduard 
spoke Spanish, English, French, Ger-
man, Dutch and Norwegian. He 
came to Spain during the late 1970s 
and settled in Motril, where his two 
children, Luna and Eduard junior, 
were born and raised.  

In 1985, Eduard became involved 
in a collective campaign - along 
with politicians, ecologists and 
members of the agricultural sector 
- to stop the proposed transfer of 
water from the Gualdalfeo river in 
Granada to the dam in Benínar. The 
idea of the project was to supply 
water to the Almeria region of 
Campo de Dalías, but Eduard, who 
believed that this would have 
caused serious economic and eco-
logical damage to the Alpujarra and 
the Granada coastline, campaigned 
to have the project halted. 

Eduard was a self-taught expert 
on water management in dry cli-
mates and he enjoyed a lifelong 
passion for plants and gardens. He 
believed in the potential of the 
Costa del Sol’s green spaces and 
worked hard to promote them. He 

had been preparing a 
walking guide to 

some of the most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  

parks and bo-
tanical gar-

dens in  
M a l a g a  
p r o v -
ince, but 
this was 
a project 
he never 

managed 
to com-

plete. 
J ü r g e n  

Nolle, who had 
worked with Edu-

ard for five years, said 
that he was one of the best 

tour guides in the area because he 
possessed “such an extensive 
knowledge of Andalucía”. 

“Eduard was very passionate 
about his work and he had many 
projects planned, but he was not 
able to finish them because he be-
came ill very quick. He will be 
greatly missed by all who came into 
contact with him,” Jürgen said. 

Following a stroll through the 
botanical gardens, Eduard’s family 
held a special memorial gathering 
in Playamar to celebrate his life and 
work. 

Eduard Vandoorne died just a few days before he was due to be honoured by the tourism authority

Sad farewell to popular Belgian tour guide

Eduard’s children (centre) with former colleagues Silvina Axelrad de Gago (l) and Jürgen Nolle. :: T. B.
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Eduard Vandoorne. :: L. V.

TONY                  
BRYANT

 tonysureng@gmail.com 

Eduard had worked for the 
tourism authority, taking 
politicians and celebrities 
on private tours 
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While the series, partly 
filmed in Malaga 
garnered mixed reviews, 
critics are in agreement 
over Banderas’ well-
executed performance 

:: FRANCISCO GRIÑAN 

MALAGA. Since the official pre-
miere of Genius: Picasso in Malaga 
on 22 March, audiences have endured 
weeks of waiting in anticipation of 
its public release.  Finally, the season 
opener was made available world-
wide last week, accessible in Spain 
from 26 April.  

The National Geographic series 
was immediately devoured by crit-
ics. It garnered a mixed response, from 
outright enthusiasm to reviews that 
were tepid at best. However, most are 
in agreement about the lengths that 
Malaga-born Banderas went to in or-
der to bring life to the city’s most fa-
mous artist.  

Variety magazine wrote “when 
Picasso is at the forefront, Genius is 
impressive”. The New York Times ob-
served the “superficiality” of the se-
ries, but also commented that it “can 
be enjoyed for its surface attributes, 
including Mr Banderas’ impressive 
make-up and expectedly seductive 
performance”. 

For its part, the Argentinian news-
paper Clarín spoke of the second sea-
son of  Genius as a production with 
both good and bad aspects, but “An-
tonio Banderas standing out as the 
mature Picasso who fights to remain 
relevant and inspiring.” 

In contrast, the series’ most dis-
paraging critic was The Hollywood 
Reporter, whose writer considers the 
format of the programme to be “ob-
solete” and that the biopic gives us 
less information about Picasso’s proc-

ess than a “coffee table book”. 
The San Francisco Chronicle does 

not share this view of the series, 
which was partly filmed in Malaga. 
“The solid performances and atten-
tion to production details of setting, 
design and costumes enhances our 
knowledge and goes a long way to-
ward making us want to know -and 
see- more.”  

Miguel Ángel Oeste, SUR expert 
and critic commented that “Antonio 
Banderas’ efforts are undeniable (in 

fact in his eyes we can glimpse 
Picasso’s)”, but considers the telling 
of the story of the painter’s life to be 
wasted through “lifeless direction 
and a script which lacks emotion, 
weighed down by melodrama”. 

During the world premiere, Ban-
deras himself told SUR that the se-
ries “couldn’t have been filmed with-
out the support of Picasso’s family”, 
although he also mentions that days 
before filming started, they nearly 
called the whole thing off. One of 

Picasso’s relatives insisted that the 
series could not include scenes 
wherein Banderas was actually paint-
ing. Only blank canvases and finished 
pieces could be shown, never the crea-
tive process.  

After the critics’ verdict, the next 
challenge for Genius: Picasso is the 
public. The aim is to surpass the 45 
million viewers that watched the first 
season of the programme, which was 
based on the life of Albert Einstein. 

If the series manages to rake in 
these numbers, the beautiful scen-
ery of Malaga will surely touch view-
ers all over the world.

Antonio Banderas and Samantha Colley during filming on Malaga’s Misericordia beach. :: SUR

Banderas paints a good Picasso Mike Hale  The New York Times 

“Genius can be enjoyed 
for Mr Banderas’ 
impressive makeup and 
seductive performance.” 

Daniel Fienberg  The Hollywood 
Reporter 

“[Genius] shows less 
[about Picasso] than 
what you’d get from a 
coffee table book” 

Miguel Angel Oeste  SUR 

”In Antonio Banderas’ 
eyes we can glimpse 
Picasso’s”

WHAT THE CRITICS SAID
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:: RACHEL HAYNES 

MALAGA. It was back in March 
when six youngsters from the Costa 
del Sol and Gibraltar received de-
served recognition for their hard 
work and talent; their poems, sto-
ries and artwork were published in 
this newspaper’s Education and 
Learning special. 

SUR in English still owed them 
personal congratulations however 
and last month five of the winners 
visited the newspaper’s main news-
room in Malaga with their parents 
and teachers. 

The visitors were given an insight 

into how the SUR newspapers are 
produced before receiving their cer-
tificates and enjoying refreshments 
in the SUR television studio. 

The winning artists, seven-year-
old Angelina Lopin, who goes to 
Aloha College and completes her ar-
tistic education at Kids Club Inter-
nacional El Campanario; and St An-
thony’s College student Noora Sil-
tanen, had the chance to discuss their 
paintings with art critic Georgina 
Oliver, who helped judge the entries. 

The young poets, Yukai Huang, 
9, of Sunny View School, and Glafira 
Belova of Swans International 

School, were reminded of the words 
of praise given by poet and transla-
tor, Álvaro García, who was unable 
to attend the presentation, and the 
staff and visitors were able to enjoy 
their works being read aloud. 

Former editor of SUR in English, 
Liz Parry was on hand to congratu-
late the primary short story winner, 
10-year-old Carlos Úbeda of Sunny 
View School, for his work.  

The winner in the secondary 
short story category, 15-year-old 
Oliver Barrass, received his certifi-
cate this week at his school, Prior 
Park in Gibraltar. SUR in English’s 
Gibraltar correspondent, Debbie 
Bartlett, visited the school to de-
liver this newspaper’s congratula-
tions in person. 

All the participating schools in 
southern Spain and Gibraltar were 
praised for the endevours of teach-
ers to stimulate creativity among 
children of all ages.

Group photo taken during the visit to the SUR offices last month. :: PHOTOS. SALVADOR SALAS

The winners of the SUR 
in English Education 
and Learning 
schoolwork showcase 
have received their 
certificates

A tribute to talent and 
education in creativity

Noora Siltanen   
Winner secondary artwork 

The 15-year-old from St An-
thony’s College received her cer-
tificate from Georgina Oliver.

PRESENTATION

Glafira Belova   
Winning secondary poem 

The Swans School student, pic-
tured with editor Rachel Haynes, 
read her poem to guests at SUR.

Yukai Huang   
Winning primary poem 

A short poem on the subject of 
Love obtained recognition for this 
Sunny View primary pupil.

Angelina Lopin   
Winner primary artwork 

Angelina, 7, goes to Aloha College 
and Kids Club International El 
Campanario.

Carlos Úbeda   
Winning primary short story 

The primary story-writer from 
Sunny View received his certifi-
cate from former editor Liz Parry.

Oliver Barrass   
Winning secondary short story 

Oliver Barrass received his certifi-
cate from Debbie Bartlett at Prior 
Park School in Gibraltar.

Poems and stories were 
read aloud to parents, 
teachers and judges at 
the event in Malaga
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COSTA DEL SOL 

Since it was established in Spain 
in 1970, Experience Group Spain 
has been providing a wide range 
of services to property owners 
along the Costa del Sol.  

Under the guidance of its chair-
man Alan James, the Experience 
Group has truly pioneered the de-
velopment of the Costa Del Sol.  
Starting in 1970 and uniquely af-
ter 48 years not only have they 
built more than 5,000 homes, they 
have also built The Bena Vista 
Lawn bowls club and owned the 
El Paraiso Gary Player-designed 
golf club which is now owned by 
the members. 

During the 70s and 80s, the 
group developed the Bena Travel 
organisation with 20 flights per 
week from most UK airports to 
Málaga, once again pioneering 
travel to the Costa del Sol; Bena 
Golf specialising in golf tourism 
to the coast; and Bena Ski organ-
ising skiing tours to Sierra Nevada. 
From the 1970s to present times, 
the group has been building apart-
ments, townhouses and villas all 
along the Costa del Sol from Nerja 
to Sotogrande. 

In the 70s, the group designed 
and marketed 500 homes on ur-
banisations in at Benamara, Este-
pona,  and 400 at La Cortijera in 
La Cala de Mijas. 

During the 1980s Experience 
Group developed, designed and 
constructed the Bena Vista shop-
ping and commercial centre, lo-
cated between Marbella and Este-
pona. Home to 50 shops and of-
fices, the centre is one of the most 
successful on the coast, and the 
group has its head office and show-
room there. The project also in-
cluded financing, design and con-
struction of the footbridge over 
the main coast road in the area 
which may be responsible for sav-
ing many hundreds of lives. 

In 1986, the development section 
of the group developed, designed, 
built and marketed 900 apartments 
and townhouses at Urbanisation 
Balcon de Bena Vista, El Paraiso. 

In the 1980s, they built and pro-
moted the Bena Vista Lawn Bowls 
club, which opened in 1984; and 
in conjunction with others founded 
the Spanish lawn bowling associa-
tion. Over the years, the Club has 
offered an amazing facility to thou-
sands of bowlers. In 1982 the 
group went on to open the ten-
nis club at El Paraiso, with 13 ten-
nis courts, pool and gymnasium. 

During the 1970s and 1980s,  
the Experience Group also built 
and managed 3 restaurants. 

Another company within the 
group, Decor Directo, has mean-
while been providing interior de-
sign for homes along the Costa del 
Sol since the 1970s. 

For the last 20 years the Group,  
still under the guidance of the 
chairman Alan James, his wife 
Carol, family members and staff 
have concentrated on property 
sales, management and rentals, 
construction and of course the fast 
growing internet and TV division 

That part of the Group is its 
Electronics Division, Exp TV and 
Internet S.L. The company prides 
itself on being the go-to company 
and one-stop-shop for clients look-
ing for internet or TV for their 
home or business anywhere in An-
dalucía.  

The company is confident it has 
a solution for anyone looking for 
internet or TV services, whether 
they are new to the coast or dissat-
isfied with their current providers; 
and it has thousands of happy cli-
ents on its books to back this up.  

The qualified English and Span-
ish-speaking locally based techni-
cians connect customers to the best 
possible product for their needs, 

then offer the best after-install serv-
ice, with some products even al-
lowing for on/off services for those 
who do not require or wish to pay 
for permanent connection for tem-
porary use. Within the unique prod-
ucts the company can provide, there 
are nine different sources of inter-
net available including fibre optic, 
4G, ADSL, satellite and transmis-
sion internet options. 

Experience Electronics prom-

ises to provide a complete, friendly, 
start-to-finish service within the 
agreed time frame and budget, 
sourcing and installing the most 
suitable equipment and providing 
on-going support. 

There are numerous internet 
options available, meaning the 
company can provide the right so-
lution for all its clients depending 
on their specific requirements and 
conditions. 

The first, fastest option, if the 
Fibre Optic Internet service pro-
vided in partnership with AVATEL 
Telecom. Speeds, with unlimited 
usage, range from 100 Meg per 
sec to 500 Med per sec, and comes 
with an optional on/off facility, 
meaning customers who come and 
go and do not require permanent 
connection need only pay when 
they are here and really require 
service.  

Another new option for speedy 
internet connections is the Elec-
tronics Experience Exp 4G Inter-
net, which comes with unlimited 
20 Megabyte speed and constant 
connection, is suitable for TV and 
WiFi, works well almost anywhere 
and does not require a landline.  

The ADSL system meanwhile 
is the perfect option for those still 
waiting for fibre optics to arrive in 
their area and satellite options are 
available for those who live off the 
beaten track but need or want to 
stay connected. 

When it comes to television, Ex-
perience Electronics has the best 
satellite and internet TV offers on 
the coast for all nationalities. 

The internet TV service includes 
all sports and movies for most lan-
guages, some of which can be pro-
vided with no monthly charges or 
with on/off, don’t pay when not 
here options. 

Viewers can receive all free-to-
air channels and many documen-
taries, news and drama from UK, 
Irish, Scandinavian, Russian, 
Dutch, Italian, French or German 
broadcasters. Services include a 
video club, radio, 28-day catch-
up and recording.  

The company also offers a TV 
service which does not require 
internet connection between Tor-
remolinos and Duquesa and in-
cludes a total of 99 channels, 41 
of them from the UK or a UK TV 
satellite option with a three year 
guarantee, among other options. 

Experience Electronics’ profes-
sional staff can and will suggest 
the best possible solution for cus-
tomers’ individual internet and TV 
requirements. 

The pain-free solution to meeting all                
your internet and TV requirements

Experience Group Spain

The Group’s head office and showroom is located at Bena Vista shopping centre

Alan James and his wife Carol, along with family members and staff

Contact: 
For more information see 
www.internetandalucia.com,  
email alanj@exgspain.com, call 
952883168, 952885379 or 
617403103, or drop into the 
showroom Mondays to Fridays 
between 9am and 5pm.

The group has 
been running               
on the coast for  
48 years 

SPONSORED FEATURE
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Enforex is investing 20 
million euros in taking 
over historic buildings in 
Malaga to be used as 
teaching centres and 
accommodation for 
foreign students 

MALAGA. Interest in Malaga as a 
tourist destination has been capi-
talised on by the teaching group 
Enforex, which has undertaken 
several investments in city centre 
residences and education centres 
for students. 

One of these is a building on the 
central Calle Carretería which was 
converted into a Spanish school 
last September. It has already ad-
mitted almost two hundred stu-
dents, and staff hope to reach 350 
by the end of the summer. 

“We believe that both a change 
in location and integration be-
tween Spaniards and foreign stu-
dents is very important for lan-
guage learning,” said Antonio 
Anadón, founder of Enforex and 
the driving force behind projects 
which have aimed to reinvigorate 
three locations in Malaga. 

The first of these, located on 
Calle Carretería, is already a real-
ity. Thanks to an investment of 
four million euros, this nineteenth-
century building has been con-
verted into a Spanish language cen-
tre for non-native speakers, com-
plete with 22 rooms with space for 
ten students each. “Our teaching 
is highly personalised for our stu-
dent body,” highlighted Anadón. 

Dutch, Italian, French, German, 

English and Japanese people have 
already received lessons in the im-
pressive structure, which has seen 
all six of its marble columns restored.  

One of the two local shops bor-
dering the building has also been 
incorporated into the structure as 
a classroom, and the other, which 
housed a historic bazaar, will also 
be used to extend the school. 

“We have decided to repurpose 
these sites for our own project,” 
said the company’s director, who 
said that, alongside the classes, 
they offer a varied itinerary of cul-
tural and recreational activities. 

The major problem that Enforex 
has encountered with the project 
is the lack of residential space for 
students. The organisation has ac-
quired thirteen apartments in a 
building located just in front of the 
school, but this is not enough. 

“We [also] bought building Calle 
Victoria to use as a luxury student 
residence, but the regional culture 
department didn’t let us make the 
changes we wanted,” explained 
Anadón. The problem, he said, is that 
the building, constructed in the first 
decades of the twentieth century, is 
a grade 1 listed structure.

Learning Spanish in historic surroundings

JESÚS 
HINOJOSA

 jhinojosa@diariosur.es

:: JESÚS HINOJOSA 

MÁLAGA. Enforex’s next project 
in Malaga will be the refurbish-
ment of what was once a Domini-
can monastery on Calle Andrés 
Pérez.  

The plan is to convert it into a 
type of campus to teach Spanish 
courses to foreigners, with a spe-
cific focus on accommodating stu-
dents from North American uni-
versities and from other parts of 

the world.  
“Here we want to create a 

teaching environment where 
Spanish culture takes a primary 
role,” explained Antonio Anadón. 

The plan, he said, is to convert 
the building into a residence for 
250 students. 

Enforex is planning to invest 
between six to eight million euros 
in the project and twenty million 
euros in Malaga.

From a convent to a campus 
for American students

Part of the main cloister of the convent. :: Ñ. SALAS

The classrooms are laid out around the hexagonal centre of the building. :: ÑITO SALAS
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t was soon after midday on 
Thursday 4 May 1978 when 
cries of joy could be heard at 
the Hundidero entrance to the 

cave system known as the Cueva 
del Gato in the Sierra de Grazalema 
near Ronda. 

Francisco Barrera, 22, and Tomás 
Encina, 25, both from Seville, 
emerged from the cave after being 
stuck inside for more than four 
days. They were accompanied by 
their rescuers, three expert pot-
holers who had gone into the cave 
24 hours previously after other 
search parties had failed to locate 
the missing men. 

Barrera and Encina, both expe-
rienced mountain climbers but new 
to potholing, had begun their ex-
cursion into the Cueva del Gato the 
previous Saturday evening. When 
they failed to appear at the expected 
time the following day, the alarm 
was raised and experienced cavers 

from all over Andalucía rushed to 
the village of Benaoján to join the 
rescue operation. The tragedy of 
December 1976, when a potholer 
died inside the cave, was still fresh 
in their minds. 

The Gato-Hundidero cave sys-
tem runs for around 7,800 metres 
underground between the more 
famous Cueva del Gato entrance 
near Benaoján and the higher Hun-
didero opening near Montejaque. 
It is one of Spain’s most important 
underground systems and has wa-
ter permanently running through 
it, with deep holes and lagoons. 

The rescue team had located the 
two men in a gallery known as 
‘The Bottle’ around 1,900 metres 
from the Hundidero opening. They 
were on an upper ledge above the 
underground stream with no light 
or water and had been rationing 
what dried fruit they had left. 

The return journey was not 

without its problems as two of the 
inflatable boats they were using 
burst, but they made their way 
out safe and sound the next day 
to the relief of family and friends. 

Barrera, a Biology student, and 
Encina, a pipe installer, were kept 
in observation at the Ronda hospi-
tal for 24 hours after their ordeal. 

They explained how the excur-
sion was going well until the force 
of the water capsized their boat, 
throwing out Barrera. That was at 
around four o’clock on Sunday 
morning. They wanted to turn back 
but found it too difficult and de-
cided to wait. Later they did find a 
way of moving through the galler-
ies but headed in the wrong direc-

tion, away from the first search par-
ties instead of towards them. By 
Tuesday they had no more light and 
had to stay put on the ledge where 
they were found. When they ran 
out of water they had to suck their 
wet clothes to drink. 

“All we can say is, thank you,” 
said the pair, when interviewed by 
SUR in hospital. 

The 40th anniversary of this 
happy ending comes as Benaoján 
council and the regional govern-
ment have embarked on a scheme 
to open the first 200 metres of the 
Cueva del Gato to visitors. Accord-
ing to the project, a walkway will 
give the general public access to 
the little-known cave paintings 
inside. The construction of a new 
wooden footbridge, making access 
to the cave entrance easier, is al-
ready complete.

Climbers rescued after 
four days trapped in 
the Cueva del Gato

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Cueva Cave 

Espeleología Caving 

Subterráneo Underground 

Rescate Rescue 

Búsqueda Search 

Agua Water 

Atrapado Trapped 

Perdido Lost 

Alivio Relief 

Accesible Accessible 

Silbato Whistle 

Montañero Mountaineer 

Madrugada Early morning 

Hinchable Inflatable 

Luz Light 

Agradecer To express 

             gratitude for 

Galería Gallery 

Tragedia Tragedy

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

The entrance to the Cueva del 
Gato and, right, coverage of the 
events of May 1978. :: SUR

RACHEL HAYNES
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GARDENING

The genus Barleria was named af-
ter Jacques Barrelier (1606-1673), a 
French physician, botanist, plant 
collector and Dominican monk.  

There are about 200 species in 
the genus of which around 60 are 
native to South Africa and the rest 

are from Asia. It is one of many gen-
era in the Acantheraceae family.  

The species are all different but 
the most common ones for gardens 
and patios are B. obtusa, B. repens 
and B. albostellata.  

Barleria obtusa 

is commonly called the Bush vio-
let and has blue-green leaves which 
are slightly curled and covered with 
soft, fine hairs.  

It grows best in semi-shade reach-
ing around one to two metres tall.  

The Bush Violet  needs 
a rich, well-drained 

soil and although 
drought resis-

tant for short 
p e r i o d s ,  

g r o w s  
much bet-
ter with 
r e g u l a r  
w a t e r -
ing dur-
ing the 
d r i e s t  

months of 
the year. 

The spe-
cific epithet, 

‘obtusa’ is from 
Latin and means 

‘blunt’, ‘dull’ or ‘obtuse’ 
and probably refers to the 

leaves. The Bush Violet is fast grow-
ing but can be snipped back after 
flowering to encourage more blooms 
and to keep it compact. The seed 
pods are hard and woody and when 
ripe explode, spreading the seeds  
over the surrounding ground. This 
shrub can also be propagated by cut-
tings and layering.  

The pretty violet flowers at-
tract pollinating insects such as 
butterflies and bees and in Africa, 
the leaves are cooked as a vege-
table and other parts are used in 
traditional medicine. It’s cousin,  
B.prionitis is a well-known per-
ennial, Ayurvedic herb is a popu-
lar herb for treating toothache, 
catarrhal affections, whooping 
cough, inflammations, glandular 
swellings, urinary infection, jaun-
dice, fever, gastrointestinal dis-
orders and as diuretic and tonic. 

Barleria obtusa is an evergreen with small violet-coloured 
flowers and blue-green leaves native to South Africa

The Violet Bush

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

Rozz Caplan sent in this photo and says, “Cheap and 
cheerful Nasturtiums come up every year, these are 
‘Jewel of India’ and I have had various colours from the 
one seed packet.” 
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BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

Barleria obtusa and close up of flowers (inset). ::  WIKIMEDIA

:: ROZZ CAPLAN

DENISE BUSH

When buying summer bed-
ding plants, choose only the 
greenest, bushiest exam-
ples, and those with lots of 
buds rather than open flow-
ers. Before planting, harden 
them off slowly by placing 
them outside for a few 
hours every day so that they 
can become accustomed to 
the change in temperature. 
This is especially important 
if you live inland but bought 
the plants from a garden 
centre on the coast.  
Dig the bed over before you 

put them in, making sure all 
weeds are removed first. 
Soak the plants in a bucket 
for an hour or so before 
planting and space them 
out to give them adequate 
room to grow. Now is the 
time to add stakes or frame-
work if the plants are going 
to grow tall and need sup-
port later. Water in and if 
you have some well rotted 
organic material, spread it 
around the base of the 
plants to help conserve 
moisture. 

GARDENING HINTS

Sweet Summer Bedding
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Soprano Barbara 
Hendricks, clarinetist 
Paquito D’Rivera, pianist 
Javier Perianes and 
flamenco dancer Manuel 
Liñán will all perform 

MALAGA. Nerja Cave Festival will 
include a gospel singer who has 
won the Príncipe de Asturias award 
for arts, a flamenco dancer who 
won the latest National Dance 
Prize, a Manuel de Falla recital by 
a nationally-renowned artist and 
a jazz performance by a fourteen-
times Grammy winner. 

The International Nerja Cave 
Festival this year celebrates its 
59th anniversary with a line-up 
of renowned artists, including 
American soprano Barbara Hen-
dricks, the dancer Manuel Liñán, 
the pianist Javier Perianes and the 

Cuban clarinetist Paquito D’Riv-
era, with a local flavour provided 
by the Malaga Province Symphony 
Orchestra, directed by Salvador 

Vázquez. 
The event, organised by the 

Nerja Cave Foundation, will take 
place in three separate locations. 
Last year, the organisation decided 
to limit the number of acts that 
took place within the cave itself 
in order to make sure that it was 
conserved for future generations. 
Last year, only one show took place 
among stalactites and stalagmites. 
This time round, in accordance 
with expert advice, two shows will 
take place in the intimate natural 
setting: the opening and the clos-
ing act.  

Barbara Hendricks, the first 
North American musician awarded 
the Príncipe de Asturias award for 
arts, in the year 2000, will evoke, 
through gospel, blues and spiritu-
alism, the fight undertaken by 
slaves for their liberty and the end 
of racial segregation led by Martin 
Luther King. A Hammond organ 
and a guitar accompany ‘The road 
to freedom’, a performance that 
will open the event on 16 June. 

The festival will close on 19 July 
with a performance from Javier 
Perianes (National Music Award), 
a very popular pianist who sells 
out venues wherever he plays. The 
music of Claude Debussy and 
Manuel de Falla will resonate 
around the cave. 

Only 525 people will attend 
these concerts; a few years ago the 
capacity was reduced by removing 
an annex structure for conserva-
tion purposes.  

For the second year, the gardens 
that surround the cave will be open 
to visitors who want a break from 
the cave’s dark interior, and can 
instead enjoy the natural beauty 
of the natural formation, which 
has been declared an Asset of Cul-
tural Heritage and aspires to one 
day be granted World Heritage 
status. 

Outside the cave, the capacity 
is 1,200 people. In this space 
Manuel Liñán’s company – which 
last year received the National Prize 
for Dance – will perform ‘Nómada’ 
on 29 June, which won the Max 
prize for best performance. 

On 13 July, the Cuban saxophon-
ist and clarinetist Paquito D’Riv-
era will celebrate his 70th birth-
day. The multiple Grammy win-
ner and cofounder of the legen-
dary music group Irakere along-
side Chucho Valdés will be accom-
panied by the Pepe Rivera Trío.  

The Nerja Cave Festival will also 
continue its tradition of offering 
a free performance in the Plaza de 
España, which this year will be de-
livered by the Malaga Province 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted 
by Salvador Vázquez and featuring 
the pianist Antonio Ortiz. This will 
take place on 5 July from 10pm. 

Miguel and Francisco, who fa-
mously discovered the cave as 
young boys, will attend all of the 
events and celebrate the discovery 
of a cave of  incalculable scientific 
and cultural value. 

Jazz, flamenco and piano stars 
complete Nerja Cave Festival line-up

The Malaga Province 
Symphony Orchestra 
will perform for free in 
the Plaza de España

W 70 years old. Paquito 
D’Rivera will celebrate his 
birthday alongside the Pepe 
Rivera Trío. :: SUR 

 
W Spiritual musicians. 
‘The road to freedom’ is the 
title of Barbara Hendricks’ 
show. :: SUR 

 
T Flamenco. The chore-
ographer and dancer Manuel 
Liñán performs ‘Nómada’. :: 
SUR 

 

T At the piano. Javier 
Perianes plays pieces by De-
bussy and Falla.  
:: DANIEL GARCÍA BRUNO

REGINA 
SOTORRÍO

 @ReginaSotorrio

 Barbara Hendricks.  Saturday 16 
June. Inside the cave. 55 euros. 

 Manuel Liñán.   Friday 29 June. 
Performance area outside the 
cave. Between 20 and 50 euros. 

 Malaga Province Symphony 
Orchestra.   Thursday 5 July. Plaza 
de España. Free. 

 Paquito D’Rivera.  Friday 13 
July. Performance area outside the 
cave. Between 20 and 50 euros. 

 Javier Perianes.  Thursday 19 
July. Inside the cave. 55 euros.

THE FESTIVAL
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The rebel leader moved to 
the Mesas de Villaverde 
area in the year 880 and 
built what became the 
general headquarters for 
his battle against the 
Ummayad emirate  

ARDALES. Leaving behind the Des-
filadero de los Gaitanes gorge and 
the Caminito del Rey walkway, one 
approaches the remains of Bobas-
tro. This location in Ardales was 
firstly the refuge and later the gen-
eral headquarters of Omar ben Haf-
sún’s rebellion against the Umayyad 
emirate in Cordoba.  

This year marks 1,100 years since 
the death of the rebel, whose pass-
ing left a story which is as intense 
as its association with what are to-
day the archaeological remains of 
his battle headquarters. A visit to 
Bobastro is like going back in time 
and entering an almost impassable 
refuge.   

One of the historians who has 
delved most deeply into the story of 
Omar ben Hafsún is Virgilio Martínez 
Enamorado, a professor at Malaga 
university and the author of several 
works about this figure and the re-
mains of the town he founded. 

 The reasons why the guerrilla 
fighter took up arms against the emir-
ate are not clear, although several 
authors believe it was due to an in-
cident with the authorities after be-
ing accused of a murder.  

“In the year 880 he installed him-
self at Bobastro, which had not been  

populated since prehistoric times,” 
says Martínez Enamorado. The rea-
sons for choosing that specific site 
have not been documented either,  
but it is “completely unassailable and 
very difficult for an army to conquer,” 
he explains.  

At that time, Omar ben Hafsún 
began to build a town which then  
expanded alongside his political 
reputation. Nowadays you can see 
numerous remains of the city’s mili-
tary, civilian (the famous cave 
houses) and religious buildings. One 
of the most striking is the large for-
tress built with ashlars, whose in-
terior contains ben Hafsún’s palace 
and several turrets which acted as 
a defensive circle in the surround-
ing territory (the Pico del Convento, 
in the Desfiladero de los Gaitanes 
gorge, above the Caminito del Rey, 
was one of these bastions). 

Bobastro grew quickly and with 
a clear objective. “Ben Hafsún’s ob-

jective was to compete with the 
emirate and create a new capital,” 
says Martínez Enamorado.  

The problem the rebel 
faced in this strategy 
was the lack of legiti-
macy of his govern-
ment compared with 
that of the Umayyads, 
who were direct descen-
dents of the prophet Mo-
hammed. For that reason, dur-
ing the war that ben Hafsún led 
against the Emirate of Cordoba, he 
sought support from other dynas-
ties, even approaching the Shia in 
the north of Africa.  

This rebellion took place at a time 
of serious political crisis in the Emir-
ate of Cordoba, so it was easy to 
find other rebels such as himself 
to carry out the insurrection. The 
participants included Moors, Ber-
bers and the indigenous Chris-
tian population, among others.  

The violent conflict (called ‘fitna’ 
in Arabic) lasted nearly 50 years and 
the troops from Malaga arrived at the 
doors of the emirate in a decisive bat-
tle in which the legitimate powers 
inflicted a serious setback to the re-
bellion.  

Conquering spirit 
“Ben Hafsún had a great wish to ex-
pand and be known,” says Martínez 
Enamorado, “so he designed a pol-
icy which was based on conquering 
other territories”. This war took place 
in a historical context in which “eve-
rything was ruled by pacts, agree-
ments between tribes, bartering and 
marriages of convenience”.  

At the height of their splendour  
the rebel’s lands, with Bobastro as 
the capital, stretched to Elvira and 
Jaén in the east and as far as the re-
gion of Seville in the west. When he 
died in 918, his four children took 
over from him: “He left a real dy-
nasty; he was much more than a re-
bel,” explains Martínez Enamorado.  

Nevertheless, his 
sons were beaten 
by the Emirate 
of Cordoba, 
which began to 
smoothe things 

over with the other in-
surrectionists, offering 
them public positions to 

bring an end to the conflict. 
 When the dynasty of ben 

Hafsún fell, in the year 929, Abder-
ramán III declared the Caliphate of 
Cordoba (the caliphate is the high-
est category a state can have in Arab 
culture). “The end of the rebellion 
significantly raised Abderramán 
III’s status, for the Umayyads,” says 
Martínez Enamorado. 

After the death of ben Hafsún, 
his story and the remains of what 
was his refuge, general headquar-

ters and political base live on. This 
was a major historical capital and 
it has been excavated three times 
by archaeologists in the past 100 

years, says Pedro Cantalejo, the head 
of the Heritage Department at Ar-
dales town hall.  

This is an important site in the 
history of the mediaeval period, but 
there are also signs from prehistoric 
times. 

 “The council has asked the 
Malaga provincial government for 
financing from the European EDUSI 
funds, because that would allow us 
to extend the guided tours around 
the remains, including the cave 
houses, the quarries, the shrines 
and habitats in the large caves,” says 
Cantalejo, who believes a large ar-
chaeological park needs to be cre-
ated to preserve the remains.  

Ardales council wants the history 
of the area to be included as part of 
the cultural and environmental as-
pect of the Caminito del Rey pro-
ject. If this were to be done, it would 
also be a further attraction for cul-
tural tourism, which is being devel-
oped in the region.

FERNANDO 
TORRES

 Twitter: @fernandotorresu

View from one of the cave houses at Bobastro. :: P. CANTALEJO

Bobastro: the rebel’s refuge

T Reconstruction. Ra-
fael Puertas is recreating 
the Mozarab monastery 
from the remains. :: SUR

T Capital. Piece of a col-
umn from Bobastro, now on 
show at the Museum of 
Malaga. :: SUR

T Home. One of the cave 
houses at Bobastro, known as   
Puerta del Sol. :: P. C.

It is 1,100 years since the death of   
Omar Ibn Hafsún, the insurrectionist 
who almost overthrew the Umayyad 
emirate of Cordoba  

 Military constructions.   Part of 
the defensive wall around the 
town can be seen, as well as the 
watchtowers.  

 Religion.   Ben Hafsún ordered 
churches to be built where there 
were Mozarabic monasteries. Two 
still remain.  

 Archaeological park.   Ardales 
council wants to create an ar-
chaeological park to protect the 
remains and tell their story. 

THE SITE

As well as the ruins of 
Bobastro there are also 
remains from 
prehistoric times
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T
here is no doubt that 
Punta Umbría is one 
of the most important 
summertime destina-

tions in Andalucía. However, 
this Huelva town is also a 
popular spot for tourists dur-
ing the second half of spring. 

In the lead-up to summer, the 
streets of the town are just as 
tranquil as the beach. In fact, 
apart from during the hottest 
days of May and June, the coast 
of Punta Umbría isn’t even its 
tourist attraction. Bathing in the 
Atlantic waters can wait until 
summer; for now, Calle Ancha is 
the heart of the town. 

Along this pedestrianised 
street are the best restaurant 
establishments of Punta Um-
bría. Fish and seafood are their 
main attraction. The white 
prawn, the small ‘coquina’ 
clam and the cuttlefish are 
among the culinary delights 
on offer at bars and restaurants 
in this area.   

Los Caracoles is found at the 
halfway point of this street, 
one of the town’s most charac-
terful establishments.  The rea-
sonable prices, varied seafood 
menu and informal, relaxed at-
mosphere makes this restau-
rant a refuge for residents and 
a great discovery for those pas-
sing through. In addition to its 
special offer –one plate of whi-
te prawns with two beers – du-
ring the spring, visitors can try 
Los Caracoles’ ‘enzapatás’ 
beans.  

Away from the streets and 
the gastronomy, one can also 
enjoy the ecological enclaves 
of this coastal town. One such 
attraction is the Enebrales, a 
beautiful natural landscape 
that is best enjoyed walking or 
cycling along its pleasant path-
ways. Just minutes away from 
its urban centre are vast green 
landscapes made up of savin 
and coastal junipers.  

Punta Umbría is also the 
ideal place to get to know the 
Odiel Marshes, from which the 
‘Canoa’ (Canoe) departs every 
day. This historic vessel con-
nects the town to Huelva Port 
through the estuary. This 
area’s heritage and legacy are 
conserved through monu-
ments in the urban centre, 
such as the Umbría Tower and 
the Casa de los Ingleses. 

Spring in Punta Umbría

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA

TWO DAYS IN PUNTA 
UMBRÍA 
Car + festivals 

Journey time: 25 minutes from Malaga 
to Colmenar and 1 hour and 25 minutes to 
Benaoján. 

What to see in Punta Umbría 
CCasa de los Ingleses. Museum 
building inspired by the model 
introduced by the Rio Tinto 
Company in Punta Umbría at 
the end of the 19th Century. Av-
enida Ciudad de Huelva, s/n, 
21100 Punta Umbría.  
 
 Los Enebrales. 162 hectares of 
natural landscape situated on 
the coast of Punta Umbría. Ac-
cessed by A-5050. 21100 Punta 
Umbría. 
 
Torre Umbría. 15-metre-tall for-
tified tower which was funda-
mental in the defence of the 
area during the 16th and 17th 
Centuries. Calle Jazmín, s/n. 
21100 Punta Umbría. 
 

La Canoa.  Boat which travels 
from the Odiel Marshes in 
Punta Umbría to Huelva Port. 
Muelle de las Canoas, 21100 
Punta. 
 
 
 Los Caracoles. Legendary estab-
lishment where customers can 
try traditional cuisine. Calle An-
cha, 51, 21100 Punta Umbría.

QUICK GUIDE

JAVIER ALMELLONES

Bars and restaurants on pedestrianised street Calle Ancha.  :: J.A.

The beaches are full of light during springtime.  :: J.A.

W

W

The Enebrales. :: AYTO. PUNTA UMBRÍA



Benaoján. 

Sevilla

Córdoba

Huelva

Cádiz

Punta 

Umbría
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I
t seems a bit disorganised 
to start with, as everyone 
is talking, laughing and 
even shouting. But then 
the music starts, director 
Antonio Morales calls for 

attention and everyone immedi-
ately takes their place. “Right, 
come on Raúl,” he says. One, two, 
three and a plié; one, two, three 
and an arabesque; one, two, three 
and a piroutte. Raúl has Down Syn-
drome, but that makes no differ-
ence at all: here, he is a dancer, a 
student of classical dance at the 
Encina Laura Association, and he 
is playing a leading role in the bal-
let ‘Don Quijote’ which is being 
performed in 12 municipalities in 
Malaga province.  

Raúl is an example of how dan-
ce is not ‘just’ dance. It can be a 
type of therapy, a vehicle for inte-
gration and an educational tool. It 
is used against bullying, to treat 
phobias and to boost self-esteem, 
and this form of art is enriched by 
diversity. There is much more to 
dance than we see on a stage, and 
in this aspect Malaga is a pioneer.  

The Senior Conservatory of Ma-
laga (CSD) has been holding clas-
ses in Social, Educational and 
Health Dance for six years. It was 
the first centre in the country to 
dedicate one line of studies to other 
aspects of dance, rather than trai-
ning people for a professional ca-
reer. This is a relatively new field 

in Spain, although it has existed 
for some time in other countries, 
and some important advances have 
been made as a result 

Until now the world of dance 
was not very inclusive. In fact, it 
was possibly the form of art which 
was most resistant to inclusivity. 
If some bodies are looked down 

upon in society, it is not hard to 
imagine that the same thing would 
be the case in a discipline with a 
strong focus on the physical. Now, 
however, that is changing at an ar-
tistic level: companies are made 
up of dancers with and without 
functional diversity, and it has also 
changed the way it is taught. 

 “We are working for a society 
where diversity is not penalised 
but is appreciated, where it is ac-
cepted that not everybody is made 
the same way. In inclusive dance 
we highlight how we can coexist, 
educate, create and dance as a re-
sult of our diversity,” explains Ma-
risa Brugarolas, a teacher who spe-
cialises in dance and functional di-
versity at the Senior Conservatory 
in Alicante. Marisa, who founded 
the Ruedapiés company, will be 
speaking at the VI International 
Conference on Dance, Research 
and Education which is being or-
ganised by the University of Ma-
laga. She will be taking part in a 
round-table discussion on 19 May 
with the director of the Spanish 
National Ballet, Antonio Najarro 
and choreographer Fernando Hur-
tado, among others. 

Transforming art 
Dance has always been subject to 
very strict aesthetical and techni-
cal criteria, so everything began 
by changing the perceptions that 
people have about it. It is not nec-
essary to be able to see, hear or 
have a perfectly-shaped body in 
order to dance. “This is not about 
teaching somebody to conform to 
certain standards. It is about ap-
preciating the fact that when this 
diversity is involved in art, it trans-
forms that art. We shouldn’t try to 
hide something that is diverse: we 
should learn from it and let that 
diversity change our aesthetics and 
the way we look at art and dance,” 
says Marisa.  

It can combat bullying, relieve stress and encourage real integration. 
There is a great deal more to dance than just the artistic aspect 

REGINA 
SOTORRÍO

Dance: health benefits all round

Two dancers with Down 
syndrome who are 
participating in the 
‘Dance is for everyone’ 
programme. :: ´ÑITO SALAS



May 4th to 10th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

49 HEALTH&BEAUTY

She also stresses that inclusive 
dance is not therapy. It doesn’t try 
to treat a dysfunction. It ensures 
that the person is just another stu-
dent at the conservatory and later 
a member of a company.  

The project ‘Danza para todos’ 
(Dance for everyone), the brain-
child of Malaga dancer and chore-
ographer  Antonio Morales, works 
on both lines. Thanks to the Encina 
Laura Association, which received 
a grant from the provincial gov-
ernment, and the Andalusian Bal-
let Association, a ballet has been 
created with people with Down 
Syndrome and delayed develop-
ment, and is also open to anyone 
who wants to take part in the pro-
ject. Together they are currently 
performing the ballet ‘Don Qui-
jote’ in municipalities with a popu-
lation of less than 20,000.  

The aim is to make people aware 
that dance is for everybody. “Many 
have found their vocation this 
way,” says Alicia Aguilera, social 
integrator and the founder of the 
Encina Laura association. In addi-
tion, dance has physical and emo-
tional benefits.  

“People learn dance discipline, 
their creativity is enhanced and 
their way of expressing themsel-
ves improves,” says Antonio Mo-

rales. He has taught his cast diffe-
rent ballet movements, which they 
use in the choreography in the or-
der they like and at the moment 
they feel is right. “All this has gi-
ven them something new and en-
joyable and their self-esteem has 
improved,” says Alicia.  

Dance is also gradually being 
used in schools as a way of encou-
raging children’s integration on a 
physical, cognitive, social and emo-
tional level. This is educational 
dance. It helps memory, spatial 
perception, affectivity, the rela-

tionships with others... it also 
works as a tool to improve the at-
mosphere in conflictive centres or 
where there are cases of bullying.  

Esperanza Utrera, a teacher of 
psychopedagogy and educational 
management at the Conservatory 
of Malaga, has been testing these 
effects for years. With group dyna-
mics, changes of partner and a fun 
ambience, “the dynamic of power 
and emotional discomfort” bet-
ween companions is broken. “And 
when that happens, when 
they are all at the same level 

“We shouldn’t try to hide 
diversity; we should 
learn from it and let it 
change the way we look 
at art and dance” 

The Conservatory in 
Malaga is a pioneer in 
the study of other 
aspects of this artistic 
discipline 

An educational dance workshop at a school in Malaga. :: B. GARCÍA

>
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When making the decision to 
purchase health insurance, several 
factors must be studied, such as 
coverage, price, medical directory 
and customer service. In addition 
to the information provided by 
the insurance company, it is very 
useful to know the opinion of the 
customers, especially if it is the 
first time they purchase a health 
insurance. 

ASSSA has the confidence and 
satisfaction of their policyholders, 
proof of such is their testimonies: 

LIFETIME COVERAGE AND PRICE 

“I was very pleased when I found 
ASSSA. It was very important to 
me to have the peace of mind from 
the very first day, that my health 
insurance company would never 
cancel my contract regardless of 
the age or policy usage.  

Moreover, there is no age-related 
premium increase, which is fair 
enough from my point of view”. 
Erk Petersen - Policy 31.273-02. 
“I cannot emphasise enough how 
essential it is to have the annual 

checks which are offered by 
ASSSA”. Marion Poole-Policy 
22.411. 

MEDICAL DIRECTORY 

“The medical service I received 
was second to none. Everything 
went smoothly, both in terms of 
appointments and medical care”. 
Monika Krupica – Policy 16.977. 

“The hospital and staff were 
excellent. The operation was carried 
out by a first-class professional”. 
Geoffrey Roland Smith - Policy 
34.518. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

“Customer service is exceptional. 
There is no language barrier and 
this is very helpful to me”. Kerstin 
Lübke - Policy 31.465. 

“What makes the difference 
between one insurance company 
and another is having a 
professional, compassionate person 
who is willing to help”. Rosemarie 
Tobler - Policy 14.808. 
“I would like to emphasise the 
swiftness with which ASSSA 

managed my treatment before and 
after my surgery and the 
importance of relying on their 
professional support”. Stuart 
J.Cohen - Policy 31.812.

ADVERTORIAL

CUSTOMER FEEDBACK, 
A KEY POINT WHEN 
CHOOSING HEALTH 
INSURANCE

and enjoying themselves, 
they are establishing links 

with people in another way,” she 
explains.  

The role of a teacher of educa-
tional dance is to be “a facilitator: 
to facilitate learning from a postu-
re which is close to them,” says Be-
lén García,  the head of Social, Edu-
cational and Health Dance at the 
CSD. There is never any competi-
tivity and the principal focus is on 
enjoying dance. “Using that as the 
focus, you try to avoid blocking, 
embarrassment and those first mo-
ments when the child is more re-
ticent. We demystify dance, we 
take off the straitjacket which we 
all have and we open up to just be-
ing human,” she says, speaking 
shortly after a workshop at the Gao-
na school which is part of the prac-
tical sessions for pupils on this pro-
gramme at the Senior Conserva-
tory. They work with folklore and 
flamenco as well. but urban dance 
“is always a sure success”.  

In schools 

Music and art are found on  school 
curriculums, but there is no dance 
at all. It only appears in a minor 
form as corporal expression in PE 
and in music; and this is often due 
to a lack of specialist teachers.  

“That is why we want to be able 
to cover this aspect,” says Belén Gar-
cía, who points out that if there 
were more dance in schools there 
would be less sedentary behaviour, 
which is one of the major problems 
among young people today.   

In homes for the elderly, Alzhe-
imer’s centres, Proyecto Hombre, 
hospitals... the benefits of choreo-
graphed movement are now being 
extended to different areas and 
users. This is dance therapy. José 

María Aragón, who now teaches 
flamenco at the Senior Dance Con-
servatory, worked in this field for 
years after training with María Fux, 
who is Argentinean, and Georgine 
Fariñas, from Cuba, who founded 
these techniques in their own 
countries. He has used them in 
workshops at companies to alle-
viate stress, with recently divor-
ced people, to empower them, with 
young cancer patients to give them 
something different from hospi-

tal routine, and even to treat pho-
bias. “For example, people who 
have a phobia about the dark. If 
you integrate it in the group, when 
the moment comes when 
everything goes dark and the child 
sees that everyone else is carrying 
on, he or she realises that they can 
do it too,” he explains.  

As all these professionals insist, 
dance is not just moving the body. 
It also sets the mind to work, and 
that is an infinite field for research. 

A conference to 
analyse the 
communication of 
the art of 
movement 

How dance is covered by the 
media; what place does it hold 
in cinema; what is its rela-
tionship with music, and with 
audio-visual support; what role 
do critics play... these and other 
subjects will be discussed at 
the VI International Conferen-
ce on Dance, Research and Edu-
cation, which is being organi-
sed by Malaga university, from 
17 to 19 May. The main theme is 
‘Dance and Communication’. 
Choreographer Cristina Ruiz 
Yuste will be the first to speak, 
with a conference called ‘Let 
the show begin’, followed by a 
round-table discussion on 
‘Dance, cinema and communi-
cation’, led by Cecilia Nocilli 
(Hanna Kiel Fellow. Harvard 
University, Italia). Also taking 
part will be dancer Cristina Ho-
yos and her husband Juan Anto-
nio Jiménez, with a talk on 
‘Memories of life and dance. 
When the stage is celluloid’.

COMING SOON

During a rehearsal for the ballet ‘El Quijote’. :: ÑITO SALAS

>
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A seven-year-old girl who 
suffers total hairloss due 
to an autoimmune 
disease is the new image 
of El Ingenio shopping 
centre after a social 
media vote 

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. 
Seven-year-old Sarah Mena Pan-
ella from Rincón de la Victoria, 
who lost her hair three years ago 
due to the autoimmune disorder 
alopecia areata universalis, is the 
model for this year’s spring cam-
paign for the El Ingenio shopping 
centre in Vélez-Málaga. 

Sarah’s mother explains how be-
ing selected as the face of the cam-
paign, through a vote on social me-
dia, had come as a great boost to 
the self-esteem of her daughter 
who is in her second year at the 
María del Mar Romera primary 
school in Rincón. 

“We saw the rules on Facebook 
and then went to the shopping cen-
tre to ask; she was very excited 
about it and I thought it could be 
a good way for her to feel valued 
and admired, as we saw it wasn’t 
down to a panel of judges but to 

people on social media,” said her 
mother María José Panella.  

She admitted that Sarah’s illness 

had been a tough blow.  
“Everyone looks at her all the 

time in the park, in the street... 
everyone thinks she has cancer 
and is having treatment but she 
has no medication,” added Panella. 

After the photo session with lo-
cal photographer Carlos Castro, 
the decision was put to social me-
dia users.  

Sarah won with a 700-vote ad-
vantage. The campaign was 
launched in the middle of March, 
with posters and advertisements, 
even on the side of buses, and con-
tinues until 30 June.  

Congratulations 
“Everyone congratulates her in the 
street,” said her mother for whom 
the best part of the story is that 
“you see a girl who is different do-
ing something she normally 
wouldn’t be able to do, like win-
ning a beauty contest”. “Beauty 
lies in diversity,” she added.  

Sarah has received a wig from 
the NGO Mechones Solidarios: 
“But I don’t wear it all the time, 
because I sweat and it makes me 
hot,”  she said. 

With the 150 euros she has re-
ceived as a prize she has been able  
to buy new clothes in several shops 
in the commercial centre.

Sarah Mena Panella and the 
beauty of being a little different

Sarah Mena Panella, in one of the 
campaign images. :: CARLOS CASTRO

More than 1,000 euros was raised during a special gala night held 
in aid of Cudeca last week. Around 100 people enjoyed the event, 
which was held at the Tamisa Golf Hotel in Mijas Costa. Entertain-
ment was supplied by The Jersey Boys, and special guest artists, 
the Mini Jersey Boys, from the Banana Studios.

:: SUR

GALA NIGHT FOR PALLIATIVE CARE
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MALAGA. Paul Morrison, 45, was 
a healthy father and a builder from 
Rochdale in Manchester when 
eight years ago he and his wife 
Claire made the decision to move 
to Almeria.  

Phil Morrison, Paul’s father, who 
lives in Jaén, recalls, “He told me 
if he was going to work, he’d rather 
do it in the sun.”  

The idea was that  Paul would 
continue to work while Claire 
would stay at home with the chil-
dren - Charlotte, 18, Ben, 16 and 
Álvaro, eight, who was born in 
Spain. Now, however, Claire has 
started to work as an English 
teacher and is the family’s bread-
winner. 

In 2016, Paul started to experi-
ence pain in different parts of his 
body and was unable to feel his 
toes. “The family knew there was 
something really wrong,” ex-
plained Phil, his father. In April 
last year Paul was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis (MS).  

Since then his symptoms have 
become worse and he is sometimes 
forced to spend days in bed because 
of the pain.  

“He can’t even take his little boy 
to the park anymore,” said Phil 
adding that doctors have told Paul, 
who already uses crutches to walk, 
that he will have to start using a 
wheelchair soon. 

A charitable dad 
Phil has been a supporter of Acom-
palia, the palliative care charity 
which is based in Granada, since 
2013. He is a close friend of Acom-
palia president, Françoise Rajewski 
and every year takes part in the 

Scotland-based 5x50 charity chal-
lenge (www.5x50.org) which is a 
commitment to do something ac-
tive for 50 days to raise money for 
charity. 

 Last year, the 67-year-old grand-
father suddenly found that he had 
a more personal reason to carry on 
taking part in the challenge when 
Paul was diagnosed.  

Paul’s wife, Claire, said, “It was 
awful when he was told he has got 
MS and it’s just been a rollercoaster 
since then.” 

This year Phil started his 5 x 50 
challenge  on  31 March and is 
walking at least five kilometres a 
day, although he said that he is 
“currently averaging eight” and 
added,  “Now that I have a dog [his 
rescue greyhound, Issy] I will 

probably continue much to the 
agreement of my doctor.” 

Treatment in Russia 
Phil explained that there is some 
hope for Paul, but it lies in Russia 
with treatment known as haema-
topoietic stem cell transplantation 
(HSCT). It would cost 40,000 
pounds to treat Paul and although 
it has been trialled in some parts 
of the UK it isn’t available on the 
national health service.  

The MS Society website says that  
“HSCT aims to ‘reset’ the immune 
system to stop it attacking the cen-
tral nervous system. It uses chemo-
therapy to remove the harmful im-
mune cells and then rebuild the im-
mune system using a type of stem 
cell found in your bone marrow.” 

Paul has an appointment at a 
clinic in Russia in August and the 
family are now trying to raise 
enough money to get him there and 
to pay for the treatment.  

As well as Phil’s 5x50 challenge, 
the family have also set up a Face-
book and GoFundMe page. By mid-
April 2018 they had raised 25,500 
pounds, having only set it up on 4 
April.  

Phil explained, “Not every do-
nation was sponsoring me. I set up 
the GoFundMe account on 4 April 
when we decided to try to raise 
funds for Paul. Within 21 days all 
donations totalled 25,500 pounds 
plus the flights to Moscow.”  

There have been further events 
in April including a sponsored walk; 
‘40,000 steps for £40,000’ and a 

fundraising dinner which had al-
ready sold out well before it was 
due to take place. 

Multiple sclerosis 
The National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society describes MS as “an unpre-
dictable, often disabling disease of 
the central nervous system that 
disrupts the flow of information 
within the brain, and between the 
brain and body.”  

It says that cause of MS is still 
unknown and that scientists be-
lieve the disease is triggered by an 
unidentified environmental fac-
tor in a person who is genetically 
predisposed to respond. 

The progress, severity and spe-
cific symptoms of MS in any one 
person cannot yet be predicted. 
Most people with MS are diagnosed 
between the ages of 20 and 50, 
with at least two to three times 
more women than men being di-
agnosed with the disease.  

There are four different types 
of the disease: clinically isolated 
syndrome (CIS), relapsing-remit-
ting MS (RRMS), primary progres-
sive MS (PPMS), and secondary 
progressive MS (SPMS). For fur-
ther information about diagnosis, 
treatment and living with MS visit 
the National MS Society’s website: 
www.nationalmssociety.org

Paul Morrison at home with his family :: SUR

When Paul Morrison was diagnosed with MS last year his dad, wife                 
and children rallied to raise funds for treatment in Russia

A family’s fight to get              
father-of-three to walk again

JENNIE  
RHODES


 rhodes_jennie@hotmail.com

Paul  Morrison was 
diagnosed with MS in 
April 2017 and has been 
told that he will need to 
use a wheelchair soon 

The family is trying                
to raise 40,000               
pounds for treatment 
available in Russia 

His father, Phil 
Morrison, is taking part 
in the 5x50 challenge                
to raise funds 

z·   Further information about 

Paul and Phil  : 
www.facebook.com/paulsfightto
walk/ and 
www.gofundme.com/paulsfightt
owalk
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The Costa del Sol leg of 
the Darkness into Light 
walk, organised by the 
Pieta House organisation, 
takes place on 12 May in 
Estepona 

:: SUR 

ESTEPONA. Raising funds and 
awareness of the need to do more 
to prevent suicide and self-harm 
is the aim of the Darkness into 
Light walk organised for 12 May 
in Estepona. 

The event was officially 
launched on Wednesday by the 
councillor for Youth and Sport, Ad-
rián Trujillo, and organiser Michael 
O’Halloran. It is hoped that around 
300 people of all ages will join the 
walk which starts at 6am, so that 
participants are literally walking 
from darkness into the light. Dur-
ing the event, a tree will be planted 
in memory of those who have lost 
their lives to suicide. 

Darkness into Light walks are 
organised around the world, thanks 
to the initiative of the Irish organi-
sation Pieta House, that provides 
aid to people at risk of suicide. The 
first walk was held ten years ago 
in Dublin with 400 participants. 
Last year 180,000 people joined 
similar walks in 120 locations 

worldwide. 
Trujillo pointed out that it is es-

sential for the town hall to sup-
port this type of initiative and col-

laborate with non-profit associa-
tions whose aim is to help people 
with problems. 

“In Estepona last year we had 

90 people participating and this 
year we hope, with the help of a 
small but dedicated committee, 
and the cooperation of the town 

hall,  to increase our numbers to 
300 walking on the Paseo 
Marítimo, Estepona, helping to 
bring us a world where suicide, 
self-harm and stigma have been 
replaced by hope, self-care and ac-
ceptance,” said O’Halloran.  

“So wake-up and walk with me 
in Estepona,” he added. 

The walkers will meet up at 
5.30am and set off at 6am from the 
area known as La Punta de la Plata 
near Carrefour, walking the length 
of the promenade and back, a dis-
tance of around five kilometres. 

O’Halloran explained that any-
one interested in joining the group 
should sign up online at www.dark-
nessintolight.ie before the end of 
today, Friday 4 May, to receive a T-
shirt. 

Kilometres bring light to those at risk of suicide

Michael O’Halloran, Adrián Trujillo and Darkness into Light supporters on Wednesday. :: SUR

z·   For more information and 
registration fees  : 
www.darknessintolight.ie or look 
for Darkness into Light Costa del 
Sol on Facebook.

The organisers hope that 
300 people will get 
together in Estepona for 
the early morning walk
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Nurses in Andalucía, 
coordinated by the Clínico 
hospital, are behind a 
pioneering initiative to help 
patients overcome physical 
and social restrictions  

MALAGA. Physical side effects of 
illness are often not paid as much 
attention as they deserve, especially 
when they involve something as vi-
tal as eating. For example cancer pa-
tients, those affected by Alzheimer’s 
and other types of dementia, those 
recovering from a stroke, digestive 
or pneumological problems and, in 
general, anyone suffering from a se-
rious illness, often find it impossi-
ble to swallow foods normally. 

 This problem, which affects the 
ability to swallow, is called dysphagia   
and the increase in certain illnesses 
combined with the progressive age-
ing of the population means that more 
and more people are restricting the 
food they eat for fear of choking. 

In many cases being ill (or being 
elderly) does not mean that the pa-
tient has lost their appetite or doesn’t 
fancy certain foods, but because of 
the dysphagia they can only eat pu-
rées recommended by their doctors 
to meet their nutritional needs. This, 
as many specialists realise, adds an-
other problem to the one from which 
they are suffering. For example, the 
family may sit down together for a 
meal but all the patient can eat is a 
purée or vegetable soup instead of 
the paella everyone else is enjoying, 
and they feel stigmatised. 

“Imagine what it is like, day after 
day, to be given nothing but the same   
puréed food,” says Rosalía Rioja, a 
nurse in the Clinical Management, 
Endocrinology and Nutrition Unit at 
the Clínico Universitario hospital. She 
imagined herself in the place of the 
patients and set up a pioneering pro-
ject which aims to change the life and 
routine of patients with dysphagia.  
It is a book of traditional recipes which 
have been adapted to overcome these 
difficulties. The book is called “Tengo 
disfagia pero como en familia’ (I have 
dysphagia but I eat with my family), 
and it is the result of a shared concern 
among nurses, who wanted to im-
prove the lives of their patients when 
they went home from hospital by cre-
ating recipes which the patients can 
eat, taste exactly the same as the con-

ventional dishes and overcome the 
stigma of not socialising when food 
is involved.  

The book is the work of about 25 
nursing professionals in the eight 
provinces of Andalucía, coordinated 
by Rosalía Rioja at the hospital in 
Malaga.  

The 22 recipes have successfully 
reproduced many of the flavours of 
traditional Spanish home cooking, 
some of them local specialities such 
as the ‘ensaladilla malagueña’, ‘fla-
menquín cordobés’, Andalusian gaz-
pacho, lentils with chorizo, potato 
and squid stew, oxtail, prawns in gar-
lic, seafood salad and even ‘torrijas’.  

Homemade (and tested)  
“Being able to enjoy these flavours is 
a major change for the patients,” says   
Lourdes Padilla, a nurse in the Cardi-
ology, Surgical, Digestive and Trau-
matology Unit, who with a colleague 
produced the recipe for ‘ensaladilla 
malagueña’ in her own kitchen.  

This is, precisely, one of the high-
lights of this recipe book: every dish 
has been produced and tried by the 
nurses in their own homes, adjust-
ing textures and using the perfect 
amount of thickening agent so the 
consistency does not pose a danger 
for the patient. Lourdes went even 
further and had a very special ‘taster’: 
“My mother, who is 85 and lives with 
us, has slight dysphagia. I gave her 
several things to try and she loved 
them,” she says.  

The thickener is fundamental in 
preparing these dishes. “It is a prod-
uct which doesn’t change the taste 
of the food and it doesn’t matter if it 
is used hot or cold,” say Esperanza 
Martín and María Victoria Requena, 
nurses who both work with patients 
who suffer from dysphagia.  

The thickener, which can be found 
in pharmacies and is available on 
medical prescription, is not the same 
as the products usually used at home 
to thicken consistency, such as flour 
or cornflour. “Those completely 
change the taste of the food,” says 
the nursing director of the Clínico, 
Erika Montoro.  

She and her team officially pre-
sented the book to more than 50 as-
sociations of people affected by dif-
ferent illnesses but who have 
dysphagia in common. Alberto Bur-
gos, president of the Mercader asso-
ciation for stroke victims, said it would 
change the lives of many patients and 
their families. 

From now on, more dysphagia suf-
ferers will be able to enjoy the same 
flavours as everyone else at the table,   
where the whole family will be eat-
ing together as usual.

Recipes easy to swallow

A new book enables patients with dysphagia to enjoy the same food as their families 

ANA 
PÉREZ-BRYAN 

 En Twitter: @anaperezbryan

ENSALADILLA 
MALAGUEÑA

 Method:   Cook the potatoes 
in their skins, and the eggs. 
When ready, remove them 
from the water and let the 
m cool until you can peel 
them. Cool the eggs be-
neath the cold tap and shell 
them immediately.  
Peel the oranges and cut 
them into quarters. Chop 
the onion. Prepare the salt 
cod to taste.  
Mix the ingredients in a 
salad bowl and dress with 
olive oil. 
 Modification for dysphagia:  
Put one helping of the salad 
in a liquidiser and add a 
soup spoon (4.5 grammes) 
of thickener. Liquidise and 
serve in a bowl. Add a little 
more oil if required. 

The usual dish

Modified dish

RABO  
DE TORO

 Method:   Fry the chopped 
vegetables (garlic, onion, to-
mato, carrot) in olive oil and 
then add the meat, a glass of 
white wine, bay leaf, sweet 
paprika, salt and pepper. Wait  
till the wine evaporates and 
then cover the contents of the 
pan with water. Cover the pan 
and leave it to boil, controlling 
the temperature. It will take 
about 180 minutes to cook. 
Add the chopped potatoes 
about 20 minutes before the 
end of the cooking time.   
 Modification for dysphagia:  
Shred the meat and separate 
the potatoes to serve sepa-
rately. Once both are liqui-
dised to a purée,  add a soup 
spoon of thickener to each of 
them. 

The usual dish

Modified dish

 Title.   ‘Tengo disfagia pero 
como en familia’. The book is 
backed by the Nutrition and Die-
tetics Nursing Group of the South, 
the national association of Nutri-
tion and Dietetics Nurses (Ade-
nyd) and technical support from 
the Fressenius-Kabi laboratory. 

 How to obtain a copy.   Only 
500 copies of the book have been 
published but the recipes can be 
downloaded free of charge from 
www.disfagiassolucion.es/profe-
sionales and www.adenyd.es

THE BOOK

From left to right, María Victoria Requena, Erika Montoro,  
José and Alberto Burgos, Lourdes Padilla, Esperanza Martín and Rosalía Rioja. :: ÑITO SALAS
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Art Gaucín Open Studios 
Gaucín. 25 - 27 May, 1 - 3 June, 
Gaucín village.  
The event will showcase new work 
by Art Gaucin’s member artists as 
well as by guest artists Javier Ma-
chimbarrena from Spain and Gerrit 
Oppelland-Hampel from Germany. 

Pottery Points 
Marbella. Until 18 May. Galería 
Yusto Giner , C/Madera 
A collective exhibition featuring 
works by Fernando Clemente, Ale-
jandro Ginés, Victoria Maldonado, 
Livia Marín, Pedro Mora and Con-
cha Ybarra. 

Secundino Hernández 
 Malaga. Until 6 May. Centro de Arte 
Contemporáneo.  
The Madrid artist is exhibiting 38 
canvases representing his work 
over the last five years. 

Galería Benedito 
Malaga. Until 13 May C/Niño de 
Guevara 
Russian artist Svetlana Kalachnik 
is exhibiting some of her work. 

And Fellini Dreamed of Picasso 
Malaga. Until 13 May. Picasso Mu-
seum 
Federico Fellini once lived in the 
house in Rome that Picasso had 

lived in half a century earlier. He 
never met Picasso but said he dre-
med of him and it was those 
dreams that inspired his latest ex-
hibition in the Picasso Museum.  

Manuel Estrada 
Malaga. Until 18 May. Salas de La 
Coracha, Alameda Principal, 23. 
An exhibition  entitled ‘Pensar, 
dibujar, diseñar’ by Manuel Es-
trada.   

Star Wars  
Malaga. Until 27 May. Palmeral de 
las Sorpresas,Muelle 2.  
An exhibition of all things to do 
with Star Wars from posters and 
figures to autographs and original 
props and storyboards. Organised 
by the Andrés Olivares foundation. 
Tickets: www.mitosdeunagal-
axia.com 

The Stones and The Beatles 
Malaga. Until 18 June. La Térmica, 
Avda de Los Guindos.  
‘Rival’ photographers Terry O´Neill 
and Gered Mankowitz immortal-
ised some of the most important 
bands in history including The 
Beatles and The Rolling Stones. An 
exhibition of some of their photos 
is on show in La Térmica until June. 

Gustave Doré 
Malaga. Until 15 July. Museo Thys-
sen.   
The celebrated painter and illustra-

tor Gustave Doré and Hispanophile  
Jean-Charles Davillier, travelled to-
gether across Spain compiling im-
ages and writings between 1862 
and 1873. They sent them to the Le 
Tour de Monde magazine for publi-
cation and later the work was made 
into the book ‘L’Espagne’. The en-
gravings made from Doré original 
drawings form an important picto-
rial history of Spain in the nine-
teenth century. 

Juan Luis Rodríguez Huesca 
Torremolinos. Until 24 May. 9am-
1pm. The lower floor of the town 
hall.  
Around thirty photographs by the 
artist in this exhibition entitled De 
Reojo. 

Francisco Aguilar 
Mijas. Until 7 May. Centro Cul-
tural de La Cala.   

An exhibition of paintings by this 
Valencian artist. 

Don Dossett 
 La Herradura. Until 7 May. Centro 
Cultural Las Palomas.   
An exhibition of computer gener-
ated images of the Costa Tropical 
and design memorabilia from film 
productions  Money raised from 
the exhibition will go to a local 
charity. 

CHARITY 

Cabaret for Cats 
Coín. 5 May, 7.30pm. Jordan’s Bar 
opposite La Trocha. 13€ 
Homemade lasagne and apple pie is 
included followed by entertain-
ment by The Sound Bites whose 
repertoire includes songs by Abba, 
The Carpenters, Michael Buble, 
Carol King, James Ingram, Linda 
Ronstadt and many other popular 
artists. Vegetarian meals and group 
table bookings can be ordered by 

calling Cath: 952 112 057. Tickets 
from Martin’s paper shop, Cris-
tina’s paper shop, and the A.I.D. 
charity shop (all located in Al-
haurin el Grande).  

Cudeca Spring Fair 
Torrox. 5 May, from 11am. La Tabla 
(1st floor of Torrox Park Commer-
cial Centre).  
 Free entrance. Stalls selling hand 
crafted products, live music from 
1pm with Niel M and Mel & Alf, 
kids corner and so much more. 
There will also be a BBQ. Call: 603 
110 608 / 603 113 931 or email: 
info@tablatorrox.com 

Last Chance Animal Rescue 
Cartama. 6 May, from 10.30am. 
Avanto Restaurante.  
Last Chance Animal Rescue are 
holding a fun charity walk at the 
Avanto Restaurant, Urb. Torre-
nueva-Playa, La Cala de Mijas. 
Starting at 10.30am the walk will 
be to La Cala and back. Adults and 
children over 13, 10€, children 6 € 
and a family ticket 20 €. There will 
be live music and a small fair with 
stalls available at 15€ and the 
Avanto restaurant are providing a 
lunch on the day for 22€. Call 
Marti Oliphant 666860637 

St George’s Church Book Sale 
Malaga. 6 May, from 12.30pm. St 
George’s Church Avd de Pries.  
A second-hand Book Sale (English 
and Spanish) will take place at 
12.30pm after the Sunday service.  
There will also be some homemade 
marmalade for sale. 

:: JENNIE RHODES 

CAJIZ / MALAGA. Ars Nova, a 
Granada-based quartet, will be 
playing at El Molino de Cajiz on 
Sunday 6 May and then on 
Thursday 10 May at the Sala Uni-
caja de Conciertos María Cristina 
in Malaga. They will be accompa-
nied by pianist and owner of the 
Molino de Cajiz, Cornelia Lezin.  

Ars Nova have been perform-
ing together for almost 30 years. 
The quartet is formed by two vio-
linists, Peter Biely from Bratisla-
via in Slovakia and Joachim 
Kopyto, from Freiburg in Ger-
many. Matthias Stern is from 
Basel in Switzerland and plays 
the cello and Andrzej Skro-
biszewski, from Gdansk in Po-
land, plays the viola.“As you can 
see, we are a typical Spanish 
quartet,” Matthias Stern jokes. 

Joachim, Andrzej and Matthias 
are founding members of the  
Orquesta Ciudad de Granada 
(OCG) and have lived in the city 
since 1989 and Peter joined the 
group later.  

Matthias describes the group 
and their style as a “four wheel 
drive quartet” as they “like not to 
play exclusively standard classi-
cal music”. 

Sunday and Thursday’s con-
certs will both include A. 
Dvořák’s piano quintet and “an 
unknown funny piece” as 
Matthias puts it, by P. Hin-
demith, called Minimax.  

Matthias adds that the quar-
tet like to do the performances 
with a small introduction, ex-
plaining that this “relaxes the 
public and helps them enjoy the 
music”. 

Cornelia Lezin is from Basel, 
like Matthias, but he explains 
that they met here in Spain al-
though Matthias’s brother had 
heard about her and suggested 
the two Swiss musicians should 
meet. “The first rehearsal we 
did was just amazing, full of un-
derstanding and harmony,” re-
calls Matthias.

A very European quartet

The Granada-based Ars Nova Quartet. :: SUR

 What. Ars Nova Quartet 
with Cornelia Lezin accompa-
nying on the piano. 

 Where.  El Molino de Cajiz, 
and Sala Unicaja de Conciertos 
María Cristina in Malaga. 

 When. Sunday 6 May in Ca-
jiz at 7pm, Thursday 10 May in 
Malaga at 8pm. 

INFORMATION

Gustave Doré, bullfighting in the street. Malaga
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CHARITY 

Malaga Against Cancer 
Malaga. 5 May, from 4pm. La Sala 
Paris 15. 5€. 
A concert to raise funds for the 
Fundación Cesare Scariolo and the 
AECC (Malaga Cancer Association). 
In this edition there will be per-
formances by Ten Shots and KO; 
Southwind, Rebel Souls, Thryant 
and Guilles. Tickets 
www.tiquetin.com 

Age Concern 
Estepona and Manilva. 9 May, 
1.30pm. El Caserio restaurant 9€. 
Reservations cal: 951318234 or 
email: tonyaldous55@yahoo.co.uk. 
A three course menu del dia, drinks 
extra (except water). A sample of 
the menu is available at the Age 
Concern shop. Paytment by 2 May. 

Israel 70th anniversary lunch 
Marbella. 14 May, 1pm. The Board-
walk, Avda La Fontanilla. 35€ 
A three course Israeli meal (wine 
and coffee inlcuded) live music and 
a raffle to raise money for Israeli 
children with cancer. By ticket 
only: 664469445 / 640337498 

Fashion Show and Spring Fair 
Mijas. 14 May, from 11.30am. The 
Tamisa Golf Hotel.  
La Cala de Mijas Lions Club are 
celebrating their twentieth 
anniversary with a fashion show 
and spring fair. Entry is free and 
there will be stalls, raffle, live 
music with Laura Elen snacks, and 
a cold buffet lunch will be available 
at the hotel for 20€. 

Rob’s Royal Cudeca Cup 
Sabinillas. 19 May, from 1pm. 
O’Callaghan’s. Free. 
Royal Wedding and FA Cup Final 
charity fun day. Live music and 
raffle. Proceeds to Cudeca Hospice. 
Call 667 735 401 / 663 083 249 

Age Concern 
Mijas. 25 May, 7.45pm. Hotel Ta-
misa Golf. 25€. 
Age Concern is holding a charity 
dinner with entertainment by A 
Touch Of Class. The performance 
starts at 9pm but there are 

welcome drinks at 7.45pm 
followed by dinner at 8.15pm. 
Tickets from the Age Concern shop 
in Calle Francisco Cano 56 in Los 
Boliches or Tamisa Golf Hotel. 

Charity dinner and art auction 
Puerto Banús. 26 May, 6pm. H10 
Andalucía Plaza. 
A charity dinner and art auction for 
the Aldeas Infantiles SOS charity. 
Tickets and information, menu etc: 
www.magpie.international/en/ais
osm 

FAMA Dog Show 
Mijas Costa. 3 June, from 11am. 
Rancho El Rengo, Ctra Cerros del 
Águila. 
Lots of categories for the dog show 
and stalls and activities for all the 
family. Information on stalls and 
registration etc call Pat: 620 354 
885 

MUSIC & DANCE  

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. Teatro Cervantes 
44 May 8pm.  
Greig and Brahms. Concerto for 
piano and orchestra in A minor 
Op.16 by Greig with pianist Ana 
Guijarro and Symphony nº3 in F 
major Op 90. by Brahms. 

Tickets 
http://www.teatrocervantes.com 

Seasonal concerts 
Malaga. Until 22 September. 
Ten concerts ranging from jazz to 
classical compositions, all per-
formed by talented young musi-
cians from the province. 
Moclinejo. 4 May, 8pm. Orfeón 
Preuniversitaria de Málaga.  
Cártama. 11 May, 8pm. Escuela de 
Jazz de Málaga. 

Jesús Mata Jazz Quartet 
Almuñécar. 4 May 8.30pm Audito-
rio Casa de la Cultura. 
Jesús Mata, sax; Jacinto Rodríguez 
piano; Miguel A. Pimentel, double 
bass; Julio Pérez, drums. 

Ballet Triádico 
Sotogrande. 4 May 7pm. Espacio 
Cultural Osvaldo Lobalzo, Ribera 
del Marlin. 10€ 
Contemporary dance, classical bal-
let and fusion flamenco. Reserva-
tions: 667984948 

Four Seasons tribute concerts 
Benalmádena. 4 May. Moonlight 
Lounge of the Sunset Beach Hotel. 
La Cala de Mijas. 6 May. Avante 
Restaurante 
The Valli Seasons pay tribute to 
frankie Valli and the Four Seasons.  

Niña Pastori 
Malaga. 4 May, 10pm. Palacio de 
Ferias y Congresos. 
Niña Pastori presents her new al-
bum. Tickets: www.malagaentra-
das.com 

Chamber Orchestra 
Malaga. 5 May, 8pm. Unicaja Sala 
Maria Cristina. 
The Orquesta de Cámara 
Promúsica  will play composi-
tons by Barber Guinovart and 
Jenkins. 

French Latino 
La Herradura. 5 May 9pm Audito-
rio Centro Cívico. 12€ in advance, 
15€ on door. 
Latin, jazz fusion. 

Francis Holland School Choir 
Almuñécar. 6 May, 9pm. Parroquia 
de la Encarnación. 
The all female choir sings classical 
music. 

Baroque Orchestra 
Malaga. 6 May, midday. Unicaja 
Sala Maria Cristina. 
A concert with the winners of the 
Young Baroque Soloists of Malaga 
competition and flautist José 
Menéndez. 

Petite Messe Solennelle 
Jimena de la Frontera. 5 May, 

7.30pm. Convento Ntra Sra Reina 
de los Ángeles. 15.02€ 
The Festival Internacional de Ji-
mena de la Frontera ‘Petite Messe 
Solennelle’ by Gioachino Rossini, 
two pianos, soloists and interna-
tional choir. Tickets 
https://www.eventbrite.es 

The King is Back 
Malaga. 8 May, 8.30pm. Teatro 
Cervantes. 
Ben Portsmouth and The Taking 
Care of Elvis Band will be perform-
ing a tribute to Elvis Presley. Ben 
Portsmouth was crowned the best 
Elvis imitator in the world in 2012 
at the Worldwide Ultimate Elvis 
Tribute Artist Contest in Memphis. 
Tickets from 24 to 60 euros from 
www.unientradas.es 

Cuarteto Bretón 
Malaga. 8 May, 8pm. Auditorio 
Museo Picasso. 
A recital by the Cuarteto Bretón  
organised by the Malaga Philhar-
monic Orchestsra. 

Celebrating opera 
 Gibraltar. 9 May, 7.30pm. Convent 

Ballroom. £20 
Greek soprano Irina Kyriakidou 
and Latvian bass Rihards Ma-
canovskis will be performing 
works by Bizet, Dvorak, Mozart 
and Tchaikovsky. Tickets from Scar-
ello’s Coffee shop, The Silver Shop 
and from the ticket office at the 
John Mackintosh Hall on weekdays 
between 11am and 1pm. Tel: 00350 
200 72134 www.philharmonic.gi 

Ocean Boulevard 
Nerja 11 May, 9pm. Centro Cul-
tural Villa de Nerja. 12€.  
A tribute to Eric Clapton. 

Orff Ensemble 
Torremolinos 11 May, 7.30pm. 
Centro Picasso. Free.  
The choirs from the Municipal 
School of Music and the Torremoli-
nos Orff Ensemble will be in con-
cert. 

Marty Elkins Jazz trio 
Nerja 12 May, 9pm. Centro Cul-
tural Villa de Nerja. 10€.  
Marty Elkins is a jazz vocalist 
known for her effortless tal-
ent.With pianist Diego Suárez and 

:: TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA / ESTE-
PONA. Fans of the legendary 
music of The Beatles will enjoy 
two special tribute concerts, the 
first in Estepona on Friday 18 
May and then in Benalmádena 
Costa on Saturday 19 May. 

Organised by Benalmádena 
town hall and Alberto Cohen, 
founder of Festival of Legends, 
the concert will be held in the 
Auditorium Felipe VI in Este-
pona and the municipal audito-
rium in La Paloma Park, 
Benalmádena respectively. 

 The Silver Beats - a Malaga-
based Beatles tribute band are 
hailed as Spain’s finest Beatles 
tribute band and their live per-
formance is sure to remind fans 
of the era of Beatlemania. Their 
show, complete with replica out-
fits, haircuts and instruments, is 
based on the band’s early career 
and will present timeless hits 
like Twist and Shout, A Hard 
Day’s Night and I Want to Hold 
Your Hand. Camilo will be per-
forming solo tributes to John 
Lennon, George Harrison and 
Paul McCartney.   

The concerts will also focus on 
the people who influenced the 
Fab Four, like Elvis, (who will be 
recreated by Mark T Connors at 
the Benalmádena gig only); and 
Buddy Holly, whose tribute will 
be performed by Buddy Walker. 

Walker has taken his Buddy 
Holly Show to stages all over the 
world and in 2002; he performed 

at the Surf Ballroom in Clearlake, 
Iowa, renowned for being the 
last stage on which Buddy Holly 
performed before his death in 
1959.  

Tony Bramwell, former CEO 
of Apple, will be present at both 
concerts and will talk about his 
experiences during the Beatles 
rise to fame in the 1960s. 
Known as ‘The authority of all 
things Beatles’, Bramwell grew 
up in Liverpool and was best 
friends with George Harrison. 
His life became intertwined 
with The Beatles, first working 
for the band’s manager, Brian 
Epstein, and then becoming the 
CEO at Apple Records. 

Tickets for the concert, 
which starts at 8pm, cost 15 
euros and are available at 

www.ticketea.com and several 
outlets along the coast. For 
more information, call 
609488572.

Beatlemania in Benalmádena

The Silver Beats will headline The Beatles tribute night. :: SUR        

 Estepona:  The auditorium 
Felipe VI Mon-Fri 10am-4pm or 
any Corte Inglés, or call: 609 
488 572, www.ticketea.com 

 Benalmádena:  Ruben’s 
Money Exchange in 
Benalmádena, Fuengirola, Tor-
remolinos; Partitura music store 
in Fuengirola; Papelería Martín  
in Alhaurín de la Torre or any 
Corte Inglés, or call: 609 488 
572, www.ticketea.com

TICKETS

Niña Pastori, Malaga

The King, Malaga
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guitarist Ricky Vivar. 

  Música Con Encanto   

Marbella. 19 May, 7pm. Escuela 
Universitaria Les Roches. 25€ 
Pinto-Ribeiro is considered as the 
most prestigious international 
portuguese pianist.  He is artistic 
director of Classic Summer Festi-
val in Lisbon and also of the 
Schostakovich Ensemble. Info: 
http://www.musicaconen-
canto.org/conciertos/507-filipe-
pinto-ribeiro  Tickets: 689 000 
944 www. musicaconencanto.org 

FLAMENCO  

Flamenco in the Museum  
Malaga. Museo de Arte Flamenco 
Peña Juan Breva, C/Ramón Fran-
quelo. 
110 May, 8.30pm. Bastián Jiménez 
(dance) with Miguel Astorga (vo-
cals), Fran Moya (guitar) 
For information and bookings call 
687 607 526 or email: info@fla-
menka.com 

Tribute to Carrete 
Malaga. 9 May, 8pm. Cervantes 
Theatre. 11-30€  
A tribute performance with singers  
Estrella Morente, Tomasito, Juan 
José Amador, José Valencia and 
Simón Román. Dancers include 
Ramón Martínez, Sergio Aranda 
and Carmen González. Guitarists 
Antonio Soto and Juan Requena. 
Poetry recited by José Luis Ortiz 
Nuevo and a performance by the 
Familia de Carrete. 
http://www.teatrocervantes.com 

Recuerdos 
Nerja 4 May, 9pm.  Centro Comer-
cial Villa de Nerja.  
Seguidillas, bulerias, tangos and 
fandangos. 

Virgen del Carmen dance 
group 
Vélez-Málaga 5 May, 9pm. Teatro 
del Carmen. 6€.  
Flamenco with the Virgen del Car-
men dance group from Torre del 
Mar. 

LECTURES  

Magpie International Gallery 
Marbella. C/Virgen del Pilar. 200m 
from port.  
4 May. A lecture entitled ‘Mod-
ernism and post modernism’ will 
be given by Prof. Juho Ahava.  
11 May. A lecture entitled ‘Decon-
struction and its Antecedents’ 
will be given by Prof Christophe 
de Landtsheer. 

U3A Lectures 
Fuengirola. Lux Mundi reference 
Library, free to members, guests 
5€. Email: u3afuengi-
rola@gmail.com 
‘The science of stress ‘ 
9 May, 11am-12.30pm. 
A video of a Royal Institution talk 
where three professors look at 
different aspects of stress from 
psychology to physiology including 
psychosocial factors. 
 

Torrox. 11 May, 11am. Restaurante 
Parquesol, El Morche. Free. 
www.u3aaxarquia.com  
AVISA talk 
Chris Cluderay from AVISA 
(Association of Voluntary Health 
Interpreter Service in Axarquia), 
will be givinga talk about the work 
of the interpreting service available 
in the Hospital Commercal in 
Vélez. There will be an opportunity 
to ask question afterwards.  

British Consul visit 
Torre del Mar. 15 May, 2.30pm. 
Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre, Avd 
Moscatel. 
A short talk by the British Consul 
for Andalucía, Charmaine Arbouin. 
There will be the opportunity to 
ask quaetions and tea and coffee 
will be available. Tel:952 543 334 
or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org 

FESTIVALS 

Día del Níspero 
Sayalonga. Until 6 May.  
The first Sunday in May the town 
of Sayalonga pays a tribute to the 
níspero (loquat) with a gastronomy 
festival. 

Fiesta de la Primavera 
Coín. 6 May. Feria ground. 
As many night time as daytime  
events during the spring feria with 
live music, dancing parades of rid-
ers and their horses etc.  

EVENTS  

Trip to Écija 
Fuengirola. 16 May departing from 
various points. 26€ 
Full details contact Fundación Lux 
Mundi Fuengirola, C/Nueva 3. Tel: 
952474840 

:: TONY BRYANT 
TORREMOLINOS.  The Plaza 
La Nogalera in Torremolinos 
will be transformed into a gigan-
tic catwalk this weekend, when 
the town celebrates the spring 
edition of the Torremolinos 
Fashion Weekend (TFW).  

In order to support the local 
fashion industry, the TFW will 
highlight the collections of 
young up and coming fashion 
designers whose beach and sum-
mer wear can be purchased in 
Torremolinos. 

More than 30 local designers 
will exhibit their new spring 
and summer designs at the 
show, which last year attracted 
more than 3,500 spectators. The 
models will be presenting new 
trends in beachwear, including 
bikinis, swimming trunks, sun-
glasses and accessories.  

The show will begin at 8pm 
on Friday (today), when the cat-
walk will be taken over by more 
than a dozen female models 
wearing some of this year’s most 
striking summer designs. 

The fun continues at midday 
on Saturday 5 May with the 
children’s fashion parade, while 
at 6pm, visitors will enjoy the 
TFW Top Model Contest, when 
24 models will compete to be 
crowned this year’s champion 
models.  

The fashion show will con-
tinue at 8pm with a parade of 
male and female models who 
will share the limelight, display-
ing new collections of summer 
sports wear and accessories. The 
event will finish with a grand fi-
nal gala, during which the win-
ners of the Top Model Competi-
tion will be announced.

Fashion fever hits 

Torremolinos

Last year’s fashion show attracted over 3,500 visitors . :: SUR   

Marty Elkins, Nerja
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EVENTS  

Seasonal clothing one day sale 
Fuengirola. 24 May , 10am-
12.30pm. Lux Mundi Ecumenical 
Centre. 
A sale of clothing for all seasons at 
the Lux Mundi shop in Fuengirola. 
Coffee, cake and tapas available. 
Full details contact Fundación Lux 
Mundi Fuengirola, C/Nueva 3. Tel: 
952474840 

Spring Bazaar 
Torre del Mar. 4 May, 11am - 1pm. 

Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre. 
On sale will be small gifts, 
preserves, cakes and homemade 
food, boutique, second hand 
items  books, local art and crafts 
and much more. Lux Mundi 
Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 334 
or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org 

Trip to Gibraltar 
Torre del Mar. 17 May, 21 June. 
Various departure points. 12€. 
Passport required.  Lux Mundi 
Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or 
e-mail: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

:: TONY BRYANT 

SAN PEDRO. Swedish artist, 
Johan Wahlstrom is to present 
his latest exhibition in the ES Art 
Gallery in San Pedro de Alcántara 
this month. Under the title of 
Hidden Figures, the exhibition 
includes works that channel na-
ture to symbolise the artist’s in-
ner emotional state. The ‘hidden 
figures’ communicate emotion 
through visual elements, shift-
ing the rapport between the art-
ist and his anonymous subject.  

The new paintings contain 
patterns which differ from his 
previous works, although they 
continue to evoke a northern 
cultural heritage. Conveying the 
complexities and distortion in-
herent to cultural and temporal 
experience, Wahlstrom believes 
that this work has been uncon-
sciously sourced from ancient 
legends. His dark narrative paint-
ings of heads and torsos are in-
spired by ironic social critiques. 

Born in Stockholm, Sweden, 
Johan Wahlstrom is a fifth-gen-
eration artist. However, even 
though art was in his blood, his 
first creative direction was mu-
sic. As a keyboard player he en-
joyed a career that spanned more 
than 20 years, during which he 

toured with celebrated artists 
such as Ian Hunter, Graham 
Parker and Mick Ronson.  He 
eventually tired of the rock and 
roll lifestyle and moved to a 
small village in France, where he 
immediately started painting 
with a new sense of sincerity and 
focus. 

The exhibition, which is free, 
can be viewed from Friday 11 
May until Wednesday 6 June 
between 7pm and 10pm.

Hidden Figures art exhibition 

Wahlstrom’s paintings are inspired by ironic social critiques. :: SUR

 What: An exhibition of 
works by Swedish artist Johan 
Walhstrom. 

 Where: ES Art Gallery, San 
Pedro de Alcántara. 

 When: Friday 11 May until 
Wednesday 6 June.

INFORMATION
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Star Wars Storm Troopers 
Malaga. 5 May, from 5.30pm. La 
Farola to Plaza de la Constitución. 
The day after World Star Wars Day, 
501 Legion will be parading 
through Malaga from La Farola 
through Muelle Uno, Palmeral de 
las Sorpresas, Plaza de la Marina, 
Calle Larios and finishing in Plaza 
la Constitución at around 8pm. 
Over 200 people dressed in Star 
Wars garb will join the parade 
including the Emperor and his 
bodyguards who will disembark 
from a Spanish Navy patrol boat at 
the port. 

Phoenix Club trips 
Montillar and Lucena. 18 May. 
Various pick ups including Maro. 
28€. 
Includes a guide in Lucena and a 
visit to one of the oldest Bodegas 
in Spain. the price includes guide, 

wine tasting, coach fare and driv-
ers gratuity.  
Lavender gardens in Alpujarras. 
25 May. Various pick up points in-
cluding Maro. 25€. Optional lunch 
15€. 
The garden was started in 2005 
and the owners have converted 
the 8,000 metre square site into a 
delightful Mediterranean moun-
tain garden. Price includes entry, 
coach fare and driver’s gratuity 
and entry to the garden. 

Trip to Tarifa 
Torre del Mar. 24 May. Various de-
parture points. 25€. 
Coach trip to Tarifa. Lux Mundi 
Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or 
e-mail: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 

cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-
niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
Isle of Dogs: 17.00, 20.35, 22.20 
(every day). 
Lucky: 17.00, 18.40, 20.20 (every 
day). 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
The Avengers: Infinity Wars: 
12.10, 16.30 (every day). 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Avengers: Infinity War: 12.15, 
16.15, 19.20, 22.30. 
Midnight Sun: 12.10, 15.50. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
The Avengers: Infinty War: 
12.30 (Sat, Sun); 17.30, 20.30 
(every day); 23.30 (every day ex-
cept Sun, Thurs). 

Screenings of opera and ballet 
and theatre    
www. yelmocines.es   
Madame Butterfly (opera live 
from ROH). 10 May, 19.00, (Plaza 
Mayor) 

Musica Con Encanto  
Iglesia de La Virginia, Urb La 
Virginia, Marbella. Bookings: 689 
000 944.    
SScore: A Film Music 
Documentary: 12 May, 7pm. 12€ 
How sound tracks for films are 
made.      
Amy: A film by Asif Kapadia: 2 
June, 8pm. 12€ Amy Winehouse 
was a unique talented jazz 
musician who wrote and sang 
from the heart. She won six 
Grammys before her tragic death 
from in 2011. 
www.musicaconencanto.org Amy, Musica con Encanto.

Star Wars parade, Malaga
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Buckwheat Millet

:: ESPERANZA PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. Delicious, nutritious 
and versatile. Cereals have been 
an essential part of the human diet 
for more than 10,000 years. Back 
in time, many people found it dif-
ficult to access those which would 
best adapt to their environment, 
but nowadays we are lucky: spe-
cialist shops, herbalists and the 
‘healthy eating’ sections of super-
markets stock a wide variety of ce-
reals and grains so we can add a 
new touch to our meals and, at the 
same time, enjoy the benefits of 
eating whole grains, with all their 
fibre and nutrients. 

Buckwheat 

What is it? 

Buckwheat (Fagopyrum esculen-
tum) is not a cereal; it is the seed 
of a plant from the polygonaceous 
family. Light brown and pyramid-
shaped, it is a very complete grain, 
rich in carbohydrates (3.4 per cent) 
and minerals. Buckwheat does not 

contain gluten, so these days it is 
now often used by bakers. 

The taste 

Its flavour is mild but characteris-
tic and can resemble hazelnut. 
When cooked, the grain produces 
a slightly mucilaginous film, and 
although it retains its texture it is 
softer than other grains.  

How to use it 

It can be cooked like rice, using two 
parts water to one part grain. Its 
texture is suitable for fake risottos, 
because the film it produces accen-
tuates the creaminess. It can also 
be used as a garnish or combined 
with vegetables. 

Because it is soft, it can be ground 
to make flour (many shops also sell 
buckwheat flour). The French pan-
cackes known as ‘galettes’ are made 
with this type of flour, as are soba 
noodles.  

Millet 

What is it? 

Common millet (Panicum mili-
aceum) is a cereal with small seeds. 
There are different varieties, which 
are popular in Africa and Asia. It is 
a very nutritious cereal, with a high 
lecithin, protein and fibre content, 
as well as containing group B vita-
mins, magnesium and managanese. 

Nowadays we have 
access to many more 
cereals and grains. 
Here we show you how 
to cook them and enjoy 
their health benefits

Seeds to 
brighten up 
your meals

The flavour 

It has a sweet aroma. If left ‘al 
dente’ it tastes slightly astringent 
and its after-taste is similar to that 
of walnuts.  

How to use it 

Because millet is small, it can even 
be eaten raw or toasted in muesli. 
When cooked ‘al dente’ (2.5 parts wa-
ter to one part cereal) it can be used 
instead of couscous because it doesn’t 
contain gluten. When cooked for 
longer, or in more water (3-4 parts 
water to one part cereal), the grain 
breaks up and becomes sticky, so it is 
perfect to make porridge or certain 

types of batter. It can also be used in 
soups or tabbouleh-type salads.  

Cornmeal 

What is it? 

Cornmeal is produced from the dried 
husked grain. It is sold nowadays as 
pre-cooked polenta (steamed and 
dried), which cooks almost imme-
diately, unlike the raw variety which 
needs much longer cooking. It is one 
of the oldest basic human foods. In 
cooler Mediterranean areas, because 
of the way corn brought from Amer-
ica adapts to the environment, it was 
used instead of porridge in places 

like northern Italy, Portugal and 
Spain. In fact, its name comes from 
the Latin ‘puls’, meaning pottage. 

The flavour 

Polenta has a pleasant corn flavour 
which is quite neutral and slightly 
sweet.  

How to cook it 

These days nearly all polenta is sold 
pre-cooked, which makes it very 
easy to prepare at home. For a 
dense purée texture you need four 
parts of water to one part polenta. 
In general, once it starts to boil, it 
cooks very quickly, in about three 
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Polenta Barley Spelt

minutes. For a more liquid consis-
tency, you can add half a part more 
water. It can also be used to thicken 
soups. Polenta can be flavoured 
and softened with oil, butter, truf-
fle oil, parmesan cheese, spices...  

The thickened polenta, once 
cooked, can be turned out into a dish 
and left to dry, then cut into por-
tions and toasted in the pan or fried. 
If you want to do that, you need to 
use a non-stick frying pan and toast 
the polenta very well before turn-
ing it over, otherwise it will fall to 
pieces. Each brand or type has a dif-
ferent texture and the amount of 
water may vary; for example, you 

may find you need to use three parts 
water for one part grain, instead of 
four. Thick polenta can also be shaped 
like a volcano and filled in the cen-
tre with meat stew, as they do in 
northern Italy.  

Barley 

What is it? 

Barley (Hordeum vulgaris) is the 
fifth most cultivated cereal in the 
world, and is especially used in 
beer, animal feed and flours, but 
it is also used as a grain. It is nor-
mally sold husked, and known as 
‘pearl barley’. It is rich in slow-ab-

sorption carbohydrates and fibre 
(which is distributed throughout 
the whole of the grain). 

The flavour 

It is mild, slippery on the palate, 
and has texture. The taste is deli-
cious, with sweet and nutty notes.  

How to cook it 

Pearl barley needs cooking for 
about 40 minutes with three parts 
water to one part grain. In a pres-
sure cooker it cooks in 12 minutes, 
with 115 grammes of water for 
every 100 grammes of grain and a 
little oil in the cooker to stop it 

sticking. It can be used as a gar-
nish, in salads, soups, stews and 
risottos. It contains gluten.  

Spelt 

What is it? 

Spelt (Triticum spelta), also known 
as hulled wheat, is an ancient va-
riety of wheat which was already 
being used in Iran about 7,000 years 
ago. It has always been highly ap-
preciated and its nutritional prop-
erties have made it popular again, 
especially in the form of a flour. It 
is considered easier to digest than 
wheat, although its properties are 

similar. It contains gluten.  

The flavour 

Spelt has a hard shell, so when it 
is cooked it maintains its consis-
tent texture and nutty flavour. 

How to cook it 

It takes a while to cook (one hour 
in an uncovered saucepan). In a 
pressure cooker, you would need 
225 grammes of water for every 
100 grammes of grain, and it will 
take about 20 minutes to cook. It 
works very well in stews with 
vegetables, and is ideal for stuff-
ing vegetables.
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W
orking as a chef in 
a famous restau-
rant is not a sure-
fire way of be-

coming rich. In fact, unlike 
other occupations, we are sel-
dom told how much a star chef 
earns, and we may be surprised 
by the relatively low figure.  

British super chef Jaime Oliver 
is, however, at 45, one of the rich-
est people on the planet, and his 
wealth is calculated at 330 mil-
lion euros. Oliver was discovered 
when the BBC went filming at 
the River Café restaurant where 
he was working, and a producer 
spotted his natural talent in front 
of the camera. Soon he would 
have his own TV show, The Naked 
Chef, and not too much later his 
cookbooks started beating sales 
records. Amazingly, he is the best-
selling author of non-fiction 
work in the UK. Later his cam-
paigns to improve school and 
other institutional food would 
earn him a gong from the Queen, 
and he is still heavily involved in 
philanthropic activities. 

Oliver built up the Jamie’s Ital-
ian chain to 42 branches in 10 
countries. Unfortunately it has 
just closed 17, causing bad feeling 
all round and widely-publicised 
tweets such as ‘Jamie, pay your 
suppliers!’ His steakhouse initia-
tive, Barbecoa, also failed and is in 
administration. And while these 
financial disasters would sink 
many an entrepreneur, they only 

make a small dent in Oliver’s 
huge fortune. He will still be mil-
lions ahead of Gordon Ramsay, 
whose restaurants combine 16 
Michelin stars, and is also a TV 
star. His worth has been put at six 
million, though other estimates 
are much higher. Austrian Wolf-
gang Puck made his 60 million 
fortune from books, acting, res-
taurants, catering and franchises. 
The well-known New York-based 
chef Anthony Bourdain has been 
a TV star most of his professional 
life, but his best-seller, ‘Kitchen 
Confidential’, added substantially 
to his six-million fortune. Late-la-
mented Paul Bocuse tried to keep 
out of the TV limelight, but this 
did not stop his publishing career 
bringing in four million euros 
from recipe books. 

The moral of all this is obvious. 
If you are a cook, forget about cook-
ing and pick up your pen instead.

ANDREW J. LINN 

CHEFS OF                                      

FORTUNE

Neo Crianza 2013 

Supermarket chain Lidl always 
offers, like its competitors, an 
imaginative selection of lesser-
known wines from all Spanish re-
gions at very fair prices. Ten of 
these costing less than ten euros 
got gold medals at the 
Berliner Wein Trophy 
2017, including this 
excellent Ribera del 
Duero red at €6.99.

WINE OF THE WEEK

:: SUR 

More than 20,000 people headed to 
Puerto Marina in Benalmádena  on 
Tuesday for the final day of the Sea-
food Fair, this year celebrating its 
tenth anniversary. 

Opened last Friday by mayor, Víc-
tor Navas; councillor for Business, 
Bernardo Jiménez; and  councillor 
responsible for the port, it is esti-
mated that around seven tonnes of 
seafood product were sold on the fi-
nal day alone. 

Among the participating restau-
rants were Los Mellizos, La Despensa 
del Mar, Papa Eric, La Plaza, La Perra 
Gorda, La Pimienta and Agua Salá. 

Puerto Marina hosts successful 
tenth edition of its seafood fair

The event ran from last Friday until Tuesday. :: SUR

Seven tonnes of seafood were sold on the final day alone



May 4th to 10th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

63 FOOD&DRINK

The premium oils from 
Mondrón in Periana, and 
Bobadilla and Cartaojal in 
Antequera were awarded 
six medals in the World 
Olive Oil competition 

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

The premium extra virgin olive oils 
from Malaga, that is those made from 
a selection of the best olives and with 
very limited production, continue to 
achieve international success. Three 
olive mills in the province have won 
a total of six medals, five gold and one 
silver, at the World Olive Oil Compe-
tition in New York (NYIOOC); the  
equivalent of the Oscars for the olive 
oil producers across the world, and 
organised by the Olive Oil Times. 

The oil cooperative San José Arte-
sano, in the hamlet of Mondrón, Peri-
ana, has been awarded a gold medal 
for its oil, ‘Único’. Finca La Torre, based 
in Bobadilla near Antequera, won an-
other three gold medals for it its pre-
mium oils ‘Cornicabra’, ‘Picudo’ and 
‘Hojiblanca.’  

Hacienda de Colchado SL, in the 
small Antequera hamlet of Cartao-
jal, won gold for the ‘Legado’ oil and 
a silver medal for ‘Experience’. 

Olive oil expert, Francisco Lorenzo 
Tapia, explained that this contest re-
wards the best premium extra virgin 
olive oils in the world. This year alone, 
more than 1,000 samples from 28 
countries were received, “which gives 
an idea of the increasing quality of 
the oils from Malaga,” said Lorenzo 
Tapia.  “The jury assesses each oil with 
a score, and if it exceeds 85 points out 

of 100, the gold medal is awarded. If 
it is below 85, it is a silver”, he ex-
plained. 

This is the first time the coopera-
tive in Periana has achieved interna-
tional recognition for its new oil 
‘Única’ although it was mentioned 
in the latest edition of awards granted 
by the provincial council. 

However, Finca la Torre can add 

this success to a long list of awards it 
has won over the past few years. Since 
2012, the Bobadilla oil mill has won 
‘Best Extra Virgin Olive Oil’ in five 
editions of Food Awards Spain, organ-
ised by the Agriculture ministry.  The 
last time was in March in the ‘Fru-
tado Verde Amargo’ category. Since 
2012 it has only once not succeeded 
winning a prize and that was in 2016 

when it only made it to the finals. 
Quite an achievement when keep-
ing in mind that  Spain, as the world’s 
biggest olive oil producer, has many 
mills producing high-quality, extra 
virgin olive oils. 

Prices 

The ‘Único’ oil from Mondrón was   
valued by the jury for its extraordi-
nary flavour and aroma. Only 8,500 
litres will be sold this year in half li-
tre bottles for 6.50 euros each (if you 
buy six) and in 2.5 litre cans for 18 
euros. “It smells like cut grass, vege-
tables and olive leaves and a has a 
deep flavour reminiscent of almonds. 
It is complex and balanced,” ex-
plained the manager of Mondrón’s 
cooperative Paco Alcántara who was 
“very proud” of the award. “Our hard 
work has been recognised and that 
brings us enormous satisfaction. The 
olives are collected at the end of Oc-
tober when they are at their peak, in 
order to intensify their aroma,” said 
Alcántara. To produce just one litre 
of ‘Único’, eight kilos of olives are 
needed when for other extra virgin 
oils, five kilos is sufficient.   

Perfecto Mata, head of Hacienda 
de Colchado SL, was also very sat-
isfied with the awards it received 
for the third year running in New 
York. Their prizewinning ‘Legado’ 
is sold at between twenty and 
twenty five euros for half a litre and 
between nine and twelve euros for 
‘Experience’. Besides these latest 
awards, the olive mill in Antequera 
has also been placed in the top ten 
by the prestigious international 
guide, Iber Oleum.

Three Malaga olive oils win prizes in a 
global competition held in New York

‘Legado’ from Antequera. ‘Único’ from Mondrón. ‘Cornicabra’ from Antequera. 
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MALAGA

2
REAL BETIS

Goals:  0-1 En-Nesyri (20’); 1-1 
Durmisi (24’), 1-2 Fabián (73’).  

Referee: Carlos del Cerro Grande.  

Venue: Estadio Benito Villamarín 
(53,163 spectators).

STATISTICS

LLEAGUE TABLE

TEAM                                                               PT.         P                   W          D            L                  GF        GA 

Barcelona              86    34        26      8      0        87    21 

At. Madrid             75    35        22      9      4        55    18 

Real Madrid          71    34        21      8      5        82    37 

Valencia                 67    35        20      7      8        62    36 

Real Betis              59    35        18      5    12        56    54 

Villarreal                54    34        16      6    12        49    41 

Getafe                     49    35        13    10    12        40    32 

Sevilla                     48    34        14      6    14        42    54 

Girona                     48    35        13      9    13        47    53 

Real Sociedad      46    35        13      7    15        63    55 

Celta                        45    35        12      9    14        54    51 

Eibar                        44    35        12      8    15        37    47 

Alavés                     41    35        13      2    20        34    48 

Athletic                  40    35           9    13    13        38    45 

Espanyol                40    35           9    13    13        29    41 

Leganés                  40    35        11      7    17        29    43 

Levante                  40    35           9    13    13        34    50 

Deportivo              28    35           6    10    19        34    69 

Las Palmas            22    35           5      7    23        23    70 

MALAGA               20    35           5      5    25        23    53

TABLE & FIXTURES
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   MATCHDAY    35
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16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20.  

MALAGA. Malaga missed out on a 
chance to leapfrog Las Palmas into 
19th place on Monday night as they 
threw away a lead to lose in the An-
dalusian derby against Real Betis. 

The Estadio Benito Villamarín was 
bouncing ahead of the clash as the 
Seville side aimed to secure Europa 
League qualification. 

With Malaga already relegated, the 
side nonetheless still showed that 
they had pride to play for and started 
the tie the stronger of the two teams 
creating two good chances in the 
opening ten minutes. 

Just six minutes in Adrián brought 
down the ball on the edge of the box 
on his chest before letting himself 

down by snatching his volley wide. 
Minutes later, Diego Rolán showed 

good close control in the area to turn 
the defender but his shot went 
straight at Pedro in the Betis goal. 

Maxime Lestienne had Malaga fans 
on their feet when he took a tumble 
in the area but replays showed that 
though there was contact from An-
tonio Barragán, the Belgian made the 
most of the touch and his delayed fall 
didn’t fool the referee. 

Eventually, though, this early 
Malaga pressure paid off when Isaac 

Success sent Youssef En-Nesyri 
through on goal; the young Moroc-
can held off Jordi Amat before open-
ing up his body and whipping the ball 
into the top corner, taking his tally 
to four for the season. 

However, for all Malaga’s attack-
ing intent, an error at the back gifted 
Real Betis the equaliser in the 24th 
minute. As Roberto Rosales, one of 
the side’s more consistent perform-
ers, attempted to the clear the ball 
inside the penalty area, all he suc-
ceeded in doing was to tee up Riza 

Durmisi who had the simplest of tasks 
to slide it past Roberto. 

Despite the blow, the visitors con-
tinued on the front foot and had the 
ball in the net when En-Nesyri tucked 

in Adrián’s low cross from the left. 
The 20-year-old forward, though, was 
at least two yards offside. 

It was a good half for Malaga who 
were employing a 5-2-3 formation in 
the absence of a specialist left-back, 
with both Federico Ricca and Miguel 
Torres out injured. However, with 
the introduction of former Marbella 
forward Loren to partner Antonio 
Sanabria early in the second half, 
Malaga returned to their usual 4-4-2 
in an attempt to stop Betis’ forwards 
picking up space. 

This obsession with the forwards 
would cost them, though. In the 73rd 
minute, Fabián was given far too 
much space on the edge of the area; 
the midfielder was allowed to turn 
onto his favoured left foot and meas-
ure a strike into the right-hand cor-
ner of Roberto’s goal. The keeper could 
do nothing to stop it. 

Despite bringing on Brown Id-
eye, Samuel García and Alberto 
Bueno, the best chance the Costa 
side could muster came in stoppage 
time when a long ball was flicked 
on by Ignasi Miquel at the back post 
but Bueno couldn’t get enough on 
his outstretched toe poke to test the 
keeper. 

Malaga remain bottom of the 
league on 20 points, with Depor-
tivo Alavés visiting La Rosaleda on 
Sunday.

En-Nesyri celebrates scoring the opener. ::  AGENCIA LOF

BALL POSSESSION

38%62%

REAL BETIS MALAGA

Goals 

Total shots  

On target 

Off target 

Corners 

Offsides 

Fouls committed  

Yellow cards 

Red cards

2 

7 

3 

4 

6 

0 

9 

1 

0

1 

8 

4 

4 

4 

3 

17 

4 

0

LINE-UPS

Levante - Sevilla 2-1 
Espanyol - Las Palmas 1-1 
Real Sociedad - Athletic 3-1 
Real Madrid - Leganés 2-1 
Villarreal - Celta 4-1 
Getafe - Girona 1-1 
Alavés - At. Madrid 0-1 
Valencia - Eibar 0-0 
Deportivo - Barcelona 2-4 
Betis - MALAGA 2-1

Sevilla - Real Sociedad  
Girona - Eibar  
Athletic - Betis  
Celta - Deportivo  
Villarreal - Valencia  
MALAGA - Alavés  
At. Madrid - Espanyol  
Las Palmas - Getafe  
Barcelona - Real Madrid  
Leganés - Levante

Jordi Amat 
(Tello, 81’)

Sanabria

Boudebouz 
(Loren, 56’)

Joaquín 
(Guardado, 68’)

Fabián

Junior

Mandi

Durmisi

 Javi García

Rosales

Hernández

González

Miquel

Success 
(Ideye, 77’)

Adrián

En-Nesyri

Lacen
Rolán 

(Bueno, 82’)

Lestienne 
(Samuel, 88’)

Pedro

5-4-1 5-2-3

Roberto

Unused substitutes:   Daniel Rebollo (GK), 
Campbell, Rubén Castro,  Sergio León.           

Unused substitutes:  Prieto (GK), Rolón, 
Iván, Juanpi.

Barragán

Chance missed to get off the foot of the table

Malaga threw away an 
early lead, gifting Real 
Betis the three points 
necessary to secure their 
return to European 
competition next season

DARYL                    
FINCH

 Twitter: @darylfinch

“We did a lot of 
things right” 

There was a surprisingly upbeat 
atmosphere in Malaga head coach 
José González’s post-match press 
conference. He said: “We stepped 
up today, like in most of the 
games I’ve overseen.  

“We may have lost 11 games in 
the second half of the season, but 
seven of them were just by a sin-
gle goal so we are doing a lot of 
things right.” 

Asked about the change in sys-
tem, he added: “We changed 
things up today with a new shape 
and the players adapted to it ex-
cellently.” 

In that vein, González refused 
to single out Roberto Rosales for 
his error which led to the first 
goal: “Rosales gives us a lot and it 
would be unfair to single anyone 
out today after they gave Betis 
such a hard time.”

Barcelona     86  34    26   8   0   87  21

At. Madrid            75   35        22 9      4 55   18 

Real Madrid          71 34        21 8      5       82   37 

Valencia                 67   35        20      7      8       62   36 

Real Betis     59  35    18   5  12    56  54 

Villarreal               54   34        16      6    12 49   41

Getafe                     49   35        13    10    12 40   32 

SevSSSevSevvilla                  444448   34      14 1414414144 444      66666   14 4 4 4 444 4        42 422424242422  54 

GGGGiroooona        444448  35    133333333   9 9  11113 11111    474777 44   53

ReaReaRReaReaaal Sl Sl Sl Socococociocococoococ edaedaedaedaedaedaedaaadaddddd dd     444446 4   3553535355355      1311311111      7   111115 11511        63333   55 

Celta                       45   35        121211111211 9 99 99 9 99   14 54   51 

Eibar         44  35    12   8  15    37  47

Alavés        41   35    13   2    20    34  48 

Athletic                 40   35           9    13    13        38   45 

Espanyol               40   35           9    13    13        29   41

Leganés                  40  35    11   7  17    29  43

Levante 40 35 9 13 13 34 50
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Results

Fixtureseseseses

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17

Levante - Sevilla 2-1 
Espanyol - Las s s s  PaPaPaPaPalPalPalPalPaa mamaaasasaassssssaa  1-11-11-11-11-11-11-111 
Real Sociedadaaaadaaaadddd -dd -dddd AtA hleeeeeeeettttticttitt 3-1 
Real Madrradadadadadadad ididididididididdidi - Legaganésnésnésnésnésnésnéséésésé  2-1 
Villarreeeeaeaeee l -l -l - CeCeCeCeCeCeCeCeCeCeeCeCeCeCeltaltaltltltltttt  4-14-14-14-4-14-4-14-4  
Getafeeeeeeee - Girononnnnannn  1-11111111 
Alavésssssss - At. MMMMMaMMM drdriririririridr d dd 0-111111100000000  
Valenccccccccia ia - EEibibibbbabbbb r 0000-00000  
Deportttttttttivoivoivoivoivoivoivoivovoo ----- BarBBBB celcelcecelcelceleeelonaonononaononaonaonono  2222-422222 4444 
Betis --- MMMMMALAGAGAGAAGAAGA 2---1-11

Sevilla - Real Socococococococociedii addd
Girona - Eibar
Athletic - Betis 
Celta - Deportivo 
Villarreal - Valencia 
MALAGA AlavésA
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   A LOOK AT LA LIGA

So the house keeping is all done 
with three rounds of La Liga to 
go; we know the champions, the 
Champions League representa-
tives and who we won’t be see-
ing in La Liga next season. 

“You wouldn’t get this in the 
Premier League,” reasoned the 
student who clearly isn’t a 
‘straight A student’. 

I was guest lecturer for a 
Sports Media course and my rea-
soning was that there is parity 
between La Liga and the English 
Premier League, ignoring the 
ability in the market and actu-
ally organising events. 

The kid couldn’t believe it. So 
here is my reasoning. 

For Barcelona, read Manches-
ter City; we’ve known the cham-
pions for months and only had 
to wait until April for confirma-
tion.  Neither are the complete 
package and there are positions 
to be strengthened but they are 
both built for the marathon that 

is the domestic season. 
Real Madrid and Liverpool 

have obvious comparisons as 
they will meet in the Champi-
ons League final in Kiev.  Two 
teams who play cavalier football 
but the squad doesn’t allow this 
every weekend and they tend to 
peak on a Tuesday or Wednesday 
night.    

Atlético are concentrating on 
the Europa League this season 
as Manchester United did last 
season when they took the con-
tinent’s secondary title.  Valen-

cia are like Tottenham, they 
promised plenty but just lack the 
extra quality to truly challenge 
and will have the consolation of 
playing in the Champions League 
next season. 

West Bromwich could be 
twinned with Malaga.  Not that 
you’d book an all-inclusive two 
weeks in the Black Country!  Two 
clubs with a passionate and noisy 
fan base, tidy stadium but a ten-
dency to change manager every 
few months.  We know both 
should be doing better. 

Las Palmas and Deportivo La 
Coruna are the other two rele-
gated, clubs from cities with large 
populations and serious expec-
tations of their football teams.  
Southampton folk are always lik-
ening their climate to the Canar-
ies and sadly their team has mir-
rored the underwhelming sea-
son.  Deportivo La Coruña and 
Stoke share a national percep-
tion of places with unattractive 
footballing teams. On this sea-
son’s performances, neither will 
be a big loss to the big league. 

My theory even extends to 
mid table where there’s a uni-
formity among promoted team. 
Getafe and Girona have both 
managed solid seasons, along the 
lines of Newcastle and Brighton.  
Levante will finish just above 
the relegation zone, which is still 
the position of Huddersfield. 

I can even extend the philoso-
phy to mid table where Athletic 
Bilbao with their modern sta-
dium and loyal vociferous fan-
base could be a pen pal for West 
Ham. There’s disaffection with 
the club’s coaches too.  Maybe 
the Hammers should implement 
a ‘Cockney Only’ signing policy? 

So, I thought I made a very 
solid academic argument.    

The student just sloped his 
shoulders and repeated, “Nah. 
The Premiership is the best in 
the world mate.”   I wanted to 
correct him and remind him that 
it’s actually the Premier League  
- the term Premiership was 
changed years ago but I’d given 
up arguing!

ROB PALMER
Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

An almost mirror image

Real Madrid are through to yet another European final. :: AFP

The new coach will be 
given the final say over 
signings, but planning is 
already well under way 

:: A. GÓNGORA / S. CORTÉS 

MALAGA. Though the season is all 
but over, Malaga are sticking to their 
guns and will only announce a new 
head coach come the conclusion of 
the campaign. 

The man set to take the job is un-
derstood to be Real Oviedo manager 
Juan Antonio Anquela. The 60-year-
old’s contract expires at the end of 
the season and fits the profile out-
lined by sporting director Mario Hu-
sillos. He knows Segunda well, is tac-
tically flexible and has a good repu-
tation in the footballing world. 

Anquela’s Oviedo are currently 
just one place (and three points) out-
side the play-off spots with five games 
still to play so Malaga are holding off 

their approach to avoid unsettling 
the manager of a team with plenty 
still to play for. 

It is believed that the veteran coach 
has an offer on the table for a new 

deal at Oviedo but that the Malaga 
job would be too big to turn down. 

Player recruitment 
Husillos is confident of getting his 

man and preparations in terms of 
recruitment are well under way. He, 
together with the club’s scouts, have 
shortlisted around 50 players who 
would fit within the wage structure 
and whose skill set matches the de-
mands of the division. 

However, unlike in January when 
Husillos had complete control over 
the signings (barring Isaac Success 
who was José González’s pick), the 
sporting director will present the 
new man with the shortlist and al-
low him to choose who he feels best 
fits his plans and even invite sug-
gestions for others who may have 
slipped the net. 

With the club’s spending power 
expected to be greater than any of 
their rivals next year thanks to in-
flated parachute payments (Malaga 
had been in the top flight for the 
past ten years and their television 
receipts were consistently in the 
top ten in the division), it will be a 

big summer at La Rosaleda with lots 
of players coming in and, more sig-
nificantly, going out. 

Finding suitors 
Husillos spent the best part of last 
week in various locations in South 
and Central America trying to find 
buyers (or a least teams interested 
in loan deals) for Emanuel Cecchini 
and Esteban Rolón. 

The former was signed by former 
sporting director Francesc Arnau, 
while the latter was a signing made 
by the sheikh himself. However, 
neither has proven to be up to stan-
dard and moving them on will be 
key for planning next year. 

Likewise, Malaga must wait on 
Sporting Gijón’s situation, with 
two of their players (Jony and Mi-
chael Santos) on loan there and 
forming a key part of the squad. If 
Sporting gain promotion, it is likely 
they will want to keep hold of 
them, possibly on permanent deals, 
with finances no longer being an 
obstacle.

Anquela, the frontrunner for the Malaga job

Anquela leads training for Real Oviedo. :: ELOY ALONSO

The current Real Oviedo coach’s contract is up at the end of the season

:: SERGIO CORTÉS 

MALAGA. Relegation has long 
been confirmed but there is still 
plenty up for grabs for Malaga 
- at least from a financial per-
spective. 

It has been calculated that the 
difference between finishing 
bottom and second bottom is 
around 400,000 euros. 

The La Liga television rights 
are distributed on a sliding scale, 
with the number decreasing by 
0.25 per cent (from three per 
cent) for each place below ninth.  

With the club planning to 
earn promotion at the first time 
of asking, this difference in earn-
ings could be the difference be-
tween signing an extra player 
or not. 

Defeat in Seville means that 
the Blue and Whites are two 
points adrift of 19th-place Las 
Palmas with three games still 
to play. 

Malaga face Deportivo Alavés 
at La Rosaleda this Sunday, then 
travel to Barcelona to take on 
Espanyol the following week. 
The final game sees them host 
Getafe on the weekend of 19 May. 

For their part, Las Palmas host 
Getafe and Girona either side of 
a trip to take on Eibar. 

Deportivo La Coruña, whose 
relegation was confirmed with 
defeat to Barcelona on Sunday, 
could theoretically still be 
caught. The Galician side are 
eight points ahead of Malaga, 
with nine points left to play for.

Why is avoiding 
finishing bottom 
so important for 
Malaga?

Fans of the English 
game will say the 
Premier League is 
superior, but this year 
it couldn’t be more 
similar to La Liga
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Malaga women’s football 
team have made the play-
offs and will now battle six 
other teams for promotion 
to the First Division 

MALAGA. Dreams do sometimes 
come true. The best way to reach 
them is through hope and – most im-
portantly – hard work. The Malaga 
women’s football team have one 
dream in particular: making it to the 
First Division. They are already cham-
pions of their league and now they’ve 
set their sights on the play-offs for 
promotion, where seven teams will 
fight for two places within the elite 
of women’s football.  

 Malaga Feminino, coached by An-
tonio Contreras, is local through-and-
through. Eight players come from the 
province of Malaga: Encarni, Noelia, 
Sandra, Postigo, Ruth, Farfán, Janira 
and María Ruiz. The team has climbed 
the ranks of Group IV of the Second 
Division and are now within touch-
ing distance of First. 

“We were keen to win the match 
against Pozoalbense and therefore 
accomplish the first part of our ob-
jective for the season,” confesses Ruth, 
who, at 17 years old is one of the 
youngest members of the Malaga 
squad.  

Midfielder Sandra says that play-
ing for their own city is something 
that gives the women a lot of pride. 
“I believe that we have a huge respon-
sibility. We want to get to First.” Pos-
tigo adds: “to be able to say that we 
have made it to playoffs represent-
ing our own city is very significant 
for us.”  

Hope for the play-offs  
The play-offs are a hot topic for dis-
cussion among the Malaga team: this 
is something they have been work-
ing towards for the entire season. 
Seven teams will fight for two places 
in the First Division through elimi-
nation (semi-final and final) and a 
tournament between three teams. 

“What we really want is to move 
up. We’re not going to attach too 
much on to the format of the play-
offs; moving up is what we have 
promised ourselves and the rest 
doesn’t matter as much,” explains 
María Ruiz, one of the captains of the 
team.  

Janira reveals that the team have 
made a vow among themselves. “If 
we manage to win the league and 
move up to First, we have all decided 
to get a tattoo; it will stay with us for-
ever,” says the 21-year-old defender. 

All of the Malaga team members 
are grateful for what they have learnt 

this season, for their new-found con-
fidence and improved technique. “Tac-
tically, we’ve learnt a lot and that has 
made us more professional,” explains 
Encarni. María Farfán, another of the 
team’s young hopefuls, adds: “We 
have always worked with the same 
intensity as a a team from the First 
Division.” From Postigo’s point of 
view, the team has evolved a great 
deal . “If you had seen us at the start 

of the season, you would appreciate 
how far we’ve come.”  

Women’s sport has gone from 
strength to strength in recent years 
and Malaga’s teams are an excellent 
example. The Rincón Fertilidad 
women’s handball team has repre-
sented the city in the European com-
petitions. “We have noticed that the 
number of young female football fans 
is growing in Malaga. Girls are play-
ing more sport at school,” confirms 
Janira. Her teammate, Sandra con-
fesses that many members of the 
team met with difficulties during the 
first few years of their footballing ca-
reers. “We played on children’s teams, 
but there weren’t any teams created 
specifically for girls,” says the Malaga 
local, who currently is off the pitch 

due to an injury. 
Another shining example of 

women in sport are Malaga’s reserve 
team. On Saturday 21 April, they were 
proclaimed champions of their group 

in Andalucía’s Second Division after 
beating the Benalmádena team 3-1. 
Now they move on to the play-offs 
for promotion into the National Sec-
ond Division.

A push for promotion with a local flavour

Eight players from the province of Malaga are leading the women’s team’s charge to the top flight

 Ruth.   17 year-old centreback . A 
key part of the defence for the 
team which is coached by Antonio 
Contreras. 

 Farfán.   This 18-year-old has en-
joyed many minutes on the pitch 
this season. 

 Sandra.   The 22-year-old mid-
fielder has sustained an injury 
away from the pitch. She has 
scored two goals this season. 

 María Ruiz.   This 17-year-old has 
knocked down the door for the first 
Malaga team, scoring nine goals. 

 Encarni.   Another defence fix-
ture. Despite her position, the 22-
year-old has scored four goals. 

 Janira.   Due to an injury, the 22-
year-old has only played 163 min-
utes and has scored one goal.  

 Postigo.   19 years old and the in-
disputable leader of the back. 

 Noelia.   25-year-old midfielder 
with five goals under her belt.

MALAGA’S HOPEFULS

María Farfán and Ruth :: SALVADOR SALAS

Encarni, Noelia, Sandra, Postigo, Ruth, Farfán, Janira and María Ruiz at the Cártama stadium :: SALVADOR SALAS

Now we know the 

route into the elite  

On 6 May, Malaga will take on 
Gran Canaria’s Femarguín team 
in a home match.  

From there, the women will 
play Sporting Plaza Argel(SPA), 
(Alicante), on 13 May, Gran Ca-
naria again (27 May) and finally 
Alicante (3 June). 

Among SPA’s 20 victories, 
three draws and three losses this 
season they scored 83 goals and 
let in 20.  

Fermarguín are worthy com-
petitors, having scored the high-
est number of goals of the Second 
Division, at 240 successful shots. 
Neither team made the playoffs 
last season. 

Malaga has everything to play 
for, but it’s a difficult road ahead.

CARLOS J. 
MARTÍNEZ

 Twitter: @carlosmm10 
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:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. A huge win against 
Melilla on Sunday sees Marbella keep 
the pressure on Cartagena at the top 
of the table as the season approaches 
its finale. 

The Costa side, in front of a near-
capacity Municipal stadium, ran out 
1-0 winners against by far the best 
visiting team this year, thanks to a 
magnificent goalkeeping perform-
ance from Wilfred which will last 
long in the memory of the 3,400 fans 
present. 

His sharpness prevented the visi-
tors from taking an early lead. The 
North Africans dominated the first 
half an hour and had two clear chances 
denied by the keeper who will doubt-
less be attracting admirers from teams 
in higher divisions. First he won the 

battle of wits in the one-on-one with  
Musta, then threw out a hand to stop 
a certain goal from Pedro Vázquez. 

Soon Marbella settled into the 
game, but failed to create a clear 
chance of their own in the entirety 
of the first half. 

Melilla sensed blood going into the 
second 45 but continued to be 
thwarted by Wilfred. Boateng had 
two chances, Yacine and Zelu had one 
each, but the man from Seville was 
equal to them and received the 
warmth of the home crowd both dur-
ing and after the game. 

At the other end, Luis Rioja wasted 
two clear chances for the home side. 
On both occasions he was sent 
through on the keeper but was too 
ponderous and both efforts were saved 
by Dani Barrio. 

Fortunately for Marbella, Ferrón 
wasn’t so wasteful. With just ten min-
utes left to go, he latched onto a ball 
from Rioja on the left before firing 
across the keeper into the far corner 
of the goal. The match winner jumped 
into the crowd to celebrate with his 
daughter. 

Once the final whistle blew, the 
crowds piled onto the pitch and gave 
the adulation where it was due – 
mostly to the goalkeeper.

Good practice for 
the play-offs

Ferrón celebrates the winner with his daughter. :: J. RODRÍGUEZ

MMARBELLA 1  MELILLA  0

Marbella saw off an 
attacking Melilla side 
thanks to a fine 
goalkeeping performance 
at a packed-out Municipal 
stadium on Sunday

:: J. RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. Marbella FC con-
firmed last Friday night the news 
that SUR had broken the previous 
week about the arrival of a Belgian 
consortium, headed by agent Louis 
de Vries and Dutch businessman 
Alexander Janssen. 

According to the club statement, 
president Alexander Grinberg had 
reached an agreement over co-own-
ership with “serious investors” 
who would “help the Marbella pro-
ject to be more stable”. 

The group has taken control of 
the club’s finances, ensuring that 

the players get paid on time (which 
had not been the case in recent 
months) and receive their perform-
ance-related bonus due to them af-
ter securing a play-off place. 

The club has shown publicly its 
openness to attracting investors 
in an attempt to rise up the 
leagues, but Grinberg’s arrest last 
year, which saw his assets frozen, 
accelerated the process. 

Grinberg, who has overseen the 
club’s promotion from Tercera and 
the restructuring of its academy, 
will remain as president of the 
club.

Arrival of Belgian consortium 
confirmed by the club
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The woman had to be 
rescued during the 
swimming stage after 
suffering 
cardiorespiratory arrest  

:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. A British athlete, who 
was rescued on Sunday during the 
swimming stage of the Ironman 
70.3  triathlon event in Marbella, 
died in hospital on Monday. 

The woman had to be rescued 
from the sea and was taken to the 
Costa del Sol hospital after suffer-
ing cardiorespiratory arrest, accord-
ing to health service sources. 

Organisers of the event sent out 
a statement on Tuesday: “We are pro-
foundly shocked by the news of the 
death of one of our athletes. Our con-
dolences go out to the family and 
friends to whom we offer our sup-
port.” The statement also said that 

the organisers would be working with 
the local authorities to get as much 
information as possible about what 
had happened so that they could “pro-
vide the safest possible environment” 
for future events. 

The triathlon, in which 2,500 peo-
ple competed, started the European 
Tour which sees 50 places up for 

grabs in the World Championship 
which will take place in South Af-
rica in September. 

A photo finish 
The first Marbella Ironman 70.3 
started and finished in Puerto 
Banús and was made more diffi-
cult by the heat, paired with gusty 
winds. It consisted of 1,900 me-
tres of swimming, 90 kilometres 
of cycling (taking in numerous 
parts of Malaga province), and a 
half marathon of 21 kilometres. 
British athlete David McNamee 
was the first across the line, while 
the first woman was the German, 
Laura Philipp. 

McNamee crossed the line after 
three hours and 57 minutes, seeing 
off American Chris Leiferman in a 
sprint to the finish. The German An-
dreas Dreitz, one of the other favour-
ites, completed the podium.

Marbella Ironman event marred 
by death of British athlete

The event got under way at 7.50am on Sunday. :: JOSELE-LANZA

David McNamee wins the race by 
a split second. :: JOSELE-LANZA

Clay king Nadal. :: J. LAGO / AFP

Nadal seals victory in 
Barcelona Open 

BARCELONA 
:: M. SÁNCHEZ. World number one 
tennis player Rafael Nadal will re-
tain that position for at least the 
next two weeks after winning the 
Conde de Godó trophy for the elev-
enth time - on the court which 
bears his name. 

The Spaniard defeated Greek 
Stefanos Tsitsipas in the final on 
Sunday, by a comfortable 6-2 6-1. 
Nadal has now won 46 straight sets 
on clay, extending his own per-
sonal record. 

The 31-year-old hasn’t lost on 
clay since facing Dominic Thiem 
in Rome last year.

Spanish badminton star Carolina Marín became the first player in 
history to be crowned European champion for a fourth time. The 
twice world champion and Olympic gold winner came out on top 
on home soil in Huelva, seeing off Russian Evgeniya Kossetskaya 
21-15 and 21-7 having lost just a single set throughout the whole 
competition.

:: EP

MARÍN, AMONG EUROPEAN ROYALTY
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your internet or email 
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that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address contin-
ues on the line below
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Benalmádena 

FABULOUS bright townhouse with 
stunning sea views. 5 beds, 3 baths 
+ w.c, aircon, pool, private parking, 
2 terraces. Close to A7, supermar-
ket, schools. A must see property! 
Only 260,000. Melanie 639852641 

Estepona 

FOR SALE Unique family villa, stun-
ning views, pool, patios, gardens, 
granny flat, parking, wheelchair ac-
cess. Perfectly situated in Torre-
guadiaro.  Website www.masome-
nosvilla.com 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

NICE villa in "El Romeral" 3 bed-
room, 3 bathrooms, 200m2. Plot 
2,800m2. Pool. 350,000 Euros. 
629555815 

MONDA, 15 min Marbella. 
Provence style house, 2 mins walk 
to town. 240 m2 built, 1,800 gar-
den. Main house 2 bed, 2 bath. 
Two separate guest houses each 
2 room, bath, kitchen. Party house 
with bodega, garage, pool. Many 
extras, all papers. Super view. 
Price reduced to sell 295,000 
euros. Tel. 699659946 

ALOZAINA Country finca with house, 
pool and land, 14,000, olive grove, 
2 wells and droplet irrigation sys-
tem. 350,000 Euros. 646542795 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

RIO REAL golf/ sea views. 3 min-
ute drive from town. 200 m2 apart-
ment feels like a house. 3 bedrooms 
ensuite. Two cars garage. garden 
with private jacuzzi. NO community 
fees. Now Only. 389.000. Anxious 
owner .640661129 

BEACHFRONT 1 bed apartment with 
seaviews. 45m2. 230.000 euros. 
656887399 

CALANOVA Golf, impressive duplex 
penthouse, 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, 2 living areas, 392m2 + 
260m2 terraces. Fully refurbished, 
jacuzzi bath, BBQ area, plunge pool, 
elevator to both floors, fireplace, 
closed garage for 3 cars and stor-
age rooms. 785,000.00 EUR. Tel. 
620552620 

Mijas 

MIJAS: 2 bed townhouse, garage, 
garden, pool, sea views. 249.000 
Euros. 626.864.683 

CAMPO Mijas: 3 bed villa, large plot. 
299.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

BUILDING plot in the luxury Valto-
cado urbanisation. 2.852m2. South 
orientation, sea views. 686978000 

TOWN House on Mijas Golf. 2 Bed-
room, 2 Bathroom. Beautiful Ur-
banisation. Excellent Views. 
185,000.euros Mob: 674294546 

SIERREZUELA: 3 bed, 2 bath bun-
galow, garage, pool, immaculate. 
329.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

Commercial 
Properties 

MARBELLA puerto deportivo. fan-
tastic commercial opportunity. Two 
frontline locals for sale next to each 
other. For more information 
663810702 or 677243459 

100M LOCAL for sale. La Cala cen-
tre. Second line beach. 646542795 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626.864.683 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

WE ARE looking for attractive prop-
erties, sea view is a plus. Minimum 
2 bedrooms, between Benalmadena/ 
Estepona. Call 951052766/ 
661508286 Now!!! 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Axarquía 

LONG term rental Torrox, 1 bed apt. 
with beautiful views and lg commu-
nal terrace, sunny, all new kitchen, 
laminate floors, furniture, wifi. Close 
to everything . Owner 693 373530 

Fuengirola 

WE HAVE a large selection of long 
term properties available along the 
Coast. For more information please 
contact 650148945 

FUENGIROLA, beach, room with 
bathroom, 390 euros/month all in-
clusive. 679111522 

LOCAL 45m2 located C/General 
Rodrigo, actually a Mini Market, but 
can be any type of business. 700 
Euros. 626248132 

WINTER let: Fuengirola: New 1 bed, 
2 bed and 3 bed flat in the centre. 
626612122 

PUEBLOLÓPEZ large 2 bed house. 
Parking. Large patio. Air con, SAT 
TV. Long term. References. 
670700852 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN, lovely countryhouse 3 bed-
rooms, garden, 550 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, center large 5 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 450 
euros/month.679111522  

COIN, townhouse, 4 bedrooms, 2 
bathroom, garage, 480 
euros/month.679111522 

ALOZAINA 3 bedroom country house 
with livery stables. Long term 800 
Euros. 646542795 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

STORAGE space for rent, from 5m2 
upwards, San Pedro Alcántara cen-
tre. From 40 euros/month. Video 
surveillance. +34951517296. 
www.mandahlyst.com  

Torremolinos 

CostaCASA real estate Torremoli-
nosThe best long term property rent-
als from Málaga to Fuengirola 
Yolanda 0034 622168090 whatsapp 
or yolanda@costa-casa-torremoli-
nos.com 

40M LOCAL/Studio to let. 450 

Euros. Riviera del Sol. 646542795 

Commercial 
Properties/ 
Offices to rent 
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SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS..ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers. info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture, design (computer pre-
visualization), water features, ir-
rigation. Specializing in beauti-
ful gardens. Also replan-
ning/maintenance. 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es 

GARDEN and pool maintenance. 
Private villas and communities. Pro-
fessional, reliable service. 
602424974 

GARDENING services from 10 
Euros/ hour. Contracts from 90 Euros 
monthly. Benalmadena to Marbella. 
Ricardo 637160129 www.ricar-
dogardens.es 

www.sunshinecoast-supreme-
clean.com Pressure washing drive-
ways, patios, stonework, decking, 
roofs. 643253828 

SERVICES 

Alarms 

ALL types video security cameras 
detectors recorders José Sotto  
952443838.   670443838  

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

HMS PROFESSIONAL builders. 
General reforms, extensions, 
pools, damp specialist...We im-
prove on any competing quote. 
Any size job.610502623 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

BUILDER Property maintenance 
contractor. Fully legal. Competitive 
rates. Phones 677079704 

Plumbers 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

CSW ELECTRICAL and maintenance 
for all your electrical and mainte-
nance needs. No job too small. Call 
Craig for a free quote. 604106414 

QUALIFIED UK electrician. LED light-
ing, fault finding, fuse board up-
grade, extra sockets, surveys & re-
wires. Norman 602614359 

POWER failure rewiring José Sotto  
952443838.   670443838 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional paint & decorating com-
pany. All aspects/ jobs undertaken. 
Damp repairs. Also kitchen/ furni-
ture spraying & effects. Call / 
WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

HOUSE or apartment. Inside and/or 
outside. We do all efficiently, cleanly 
and reasonably. Please call 
607693536 for a free estimate or 
a.l.atmosphere@gmail.com  

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Gates 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 36 years expe-
rience 

Bathrooms 

BATHROOMS and kitchen renova-
tions. Property reform projects. 
Plumbing, electrical installations, 
painting, carpentry. www.master-
buildspain.com info@masterbuild-
spain.com 952663141/ 670409759 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding, laying, sell-
ing marble. Clean, seal terraces. 
25 years experience. Cover all 
Costa. Tel: 0034-671244683 

www.sunshinecoast-supreme-
clean.com Pressure washing drive-
ways, patios, marble floor, polish-
ing. 643253828 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10% call to-
day. 952 667 559 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

UPVC, aluminum doors, windows, 
shutters. We manufacture and in-
stall. 631571108 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

ENGLISH 24/7 Locksmith/Safe 
Engineers. Established 2004. Call 
Daren or Mick 952660233-
667668673-636770865 www.se-
curityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 
GAS FIRES Wood burning stoves. 
Airconditioning heating. Bathroom/ 
kitchen heaters. Heated towel rails. 
Solar heating. Instant gas heating 
systems. Central heating systems. 
All work fully guaranteed. All areas 
covered. 21 years on the Coast. 
952663141/ 670409759 www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

QUALITY air conditioning installa-
tions. Repairs and servicing. 21 years 
on the Coast. All areas covered. All 
work is fully guaranteed. www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com 952663141/ 
670409759 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. Coin me-
ters supplied and fitted from 260 
Euros. For other energy-saving 
products visit www.cooland-
cosy.es. 952935513. Junta de An-
dalucía authorised. Approved pro-
fessional service for your peace 
of mind. On the Costa del Sol since 
1993 

TRUSTED Property Care and much 
more. Please visit www.sun-
seaviews.com for more detail. Con-
tact 611338427 

Property 
Management 
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Cleaning Services 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable, Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com Tel: 629769136  

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
euros. 632569282 

LAUNDRY Self Service El Candelero. 
Save time & money doing your 
weeekly laundry in one hour. Open 
daily 7-23h. C/ Camino de Coín, 23 
Fuengirola. (Search on Google Maps) 

WINDOW cleaner, professional 
and reliable. Affordable prices. 
Call Chris 603630049 

www.sunshinecoast-supreme-
clean.com Pressure washing drive-
ways, patios, marble floor, polish-
ing. 643253828 

EXPRESS Cleaning Service. Fast, 
professional domestic cleaning & 
management services. Tel. 
661903526 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com   

HANDYMAN Reliable experienced 
and available. Malaga to Estepona 
. info@ahti.me Tel 631 282 988 

WINDOWS, doors, PVC, glass cur-
tains, sun awnings. Isolux. Fuen-
girola centre. 604344251  

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

QUALITY staff? With over 5000 can-
didates and 400 new registrations 
monthly, we can help you hire and 
keep the best staff quickly and cost 
effectively. Find out how at www.job-
finderspain.com or call 951400234 

NEW JOB? At jobfinder Spain we 
meet with you, identify your key 
strengths, build you profile, then 
guide you through the selection and 
interview process for that perfect 
job!.Call 951400234 www.jobfind-
erspain.com 

DRUPAL developer needed in Fuen-
girola/ Malaga. info@re-
cruitspain.com 

TELESALES staff needed in all ar-
eas. info@recruitspain.com 

A SMALL but busy business is look-
ing for an assistant. The ideal can-
didate should be willing to learn, 
have a positive attitude and be able 
to follow instructions. An account-
ing background would be an advan-
tage. The position requires a person 
willing to accept different task and 
be extremely organized. Good sal-
ary and a nice working environment 
are offered. Please contact 
699873730 

ASIAN Carer housekeeper required. 
Part time or live-in. Marbella. 
669067057 

WAITRESS with experience re-
quired Bar Puerto Cabopino (Mar-
bella). Full time. Tel. 652165807 

BOUWERSGIDS.BE zoekt Belgische 
en Nederlandse televerkopers om 
ons product te promoten. Hoge ver-
diensten en wekelijkse betalingen. 
Info: 685855297 www.bouwers-
gids.be of info@bouwersgids.be 

NATIVE teacher required for Al-
haurín de la Torre English academy. 
Must have experience with children 
and Cambrigde exams. 687035488. 
CV: medi10 @hotmail.com 

CROWN Car Park is looking for a 
Customer service/ administration 
full time position. Please send CV 
to: phil@crowncarpark.com 

!!!TELEMARKETER wanted!!! Great 
Marbella based Real Estate office, 
seeks suitably experienced Telemar-
keters, English Essential and other 
languages an advantage to support 
a busy sales team. You will be quali-
fying a regular supply of hot incom-
ing leads. Previous experience in 
similar role is essential, together 
with good knowledge of the coast 
and property market. You will need 
a professional and confident tele-
phone manner, solid IT skills and a 
desire to achieve and exceed tar-
gets. Permanent contract, excellent 
basic, commission and incentives. 
Please send CV to info@stellaek-
lund.com !!! Good Basic Salary and 
High Commissions, guaranteed!!!  

MIRAFLORES requires experienced 
sales person. C.V. Please contact us 
662946740 

500-2,000 Euros per month part 
time. Forever Living Distributors 
and Team leaders required in all ar-
eas of Spain, especially Estepona, 
Marbella, Fuengirola, Malaga, Nerja, 
Denia and Calpe. Flexible hours & 
great support. Contact Phil Cony on 
615257573 for details 

DO YOU have a colourful personal-
ity? Have you got the gift of the gab? 
Are you a team player? Do you want 
to work on a part time afternoon 
contract? We are based in central 
Fuengirola and if all of the above ap-
ply please call Lynne on 622206333 

REFLECTIONS, Nueva Andalucia, 
require an experienced Nail Tech-
nician. Call Tina or Lottie on 
952906524 or send CV to 
john@reflectionsmarbella.com 

WE HAVE one vacancy in our busy 
office in Estepona The applicants 
must be: Fluent Spanish, English and 
Swedish or Scandinavian speaking 
Computer literate Good communi-
cator as he/she will be working di-
rectly with the public We offer: Full 
training Excellent carer prospect 
Working part time Contract If inter-
ested, please send your CV to 
info@sanitasestepona.com 

BLUE square Real Estate is currently 
searching for Sales Executives to 
work in and around the Marbella 
area. A full training package is pro-
vided and excellent incentives. Mul-
tilingual candidates are sought af-
ter. Please email hr@blue-
square.com with your CV 

RECEPTIONIST full time for den-
tal clinic in Estepona. Will also be 
trained to be a dental nurse. Must 
speak English and Spanish. Send CV 
with photo to: info@dentalcaremar-
bella.com. www.dentalcaremar-
bella.com 

REAL estate agency in Estepona is 
looking for an experienced 
teamplayer to handle partly admin-
istrative tasks and partly sales within 
office hours. Candidates must speak 
at least fluently Spanish and Eng-
lish. We provide a contract (nomina) 
with commission on sales. Please 
send your C V to nicole@marbella-
maison.com or call 952887750 
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MARBELLAAPARTMENT.COM Due 
to our ongoing expansion, we are 
looking for an English telemarketer 
serving our English-speaking cli-
ents. Experience within telemarket-
ing and a good knowledge of the 
Costa del Sol is a must. Very high 
commission. Please send applica-
tion and CV to: ez.mv@marbellav-
illas.com marked with Telemarketer 

WE ARE looking for experienced 
sales agents. English written and 
spoken please only, for our English/ 
Scandinavian clients. Driving license 
and car is essential. Our office is lo-
cated in Estepona port. Please send 
your CV to: info@properties-spain-
marbella.com 

FULL time position - Administra-
tion: We are looking for an extremely 
organized and focused person to 
work alongside and manage our ad-
min and logistic team. The candi-
date must be self-motivated and ini-
tiative. Preferable you will be com-
ing from an accounting and admin-
istrative background but you should 
be used to work under pressure and 
towards deadlines. Logical forward 
thinking, ability to multi task, Con-
fident, Organized and efficient with 
excellent communicative skills. Also, 
to be bilingual (English and Span-
ish) and proficiency in Microsoft Of-
fice Package. If you think you are up 
for this challenging job please send 
your CV to andreab@ambience-
homedesign.com 

WE ARE currently looking for a pas-
sionate 3D Artist to join our team. 
Our ideal candidate should provide 
a strong portfolio that focuses on 
modelling, lighting and texturing. 
You should have an exceptional un-
derstanding of form, shape, struc-
ture, and silhouette regarding mod-
eling. Strong eye for light, shade, 
color, and detail in creating texture 
maps. Interested candidates should 
send their CV and portfolio at 
info@ambiencehomedesign.com 

SUNCARE Central is looking to ex-
pand their team with people who 
can deliver great customer service 
to hotel guests. Our team of Sun-
care Advisors work poolside in ho-
tels from Estepona to Torremolinos 
giving suncare and tanning advice 
while promoting natural, organic 
sun lotions. On contract, full train-
ing given; flexible, reduced hours; 
friendly working environment and 
great potential earnings. Are you 
motivated, positive and a good com-
municator? Contact Lorraine on 
jobs3@suncarecentral.com 

YOUNG, happy and innovative chef, 
that loves to cook, wanted for an 
important private house. The suit-
able candidate should be of a good 
presence, very good manners and 
friendly. Well organized and tidy is 
a must. Be adventurous and willing 
to please the requests of the own-
ers and their guests with good qual-
ity food and well presented. Good 
working conditions and good sal-
ary. Please email CV to info@villa-
moana.com 

BOUTIQUE Hotel: Is looking for 
young head waiter. Resident be-
tween Marbella & Estepona. Fluent 
English & Spanish. Own transport. 
Pls send CV with photo and refer-
ences to: cvhotelrestaurant@gmail. 
com 

REAL ESTATE Agency located in Mi-
jas Costa and operative on the en-
tire Coast is looking for experienced 
sales agents and telemarketers. The 
candidates must speak English flu-
ently and preferably one of the fol-
lowing languages: French, German, 
Nordic. Great conditions and high 
commission scheme for the right 
candidates. Please send CV 
info@buenavistahomes.eu and/or 
call 951484500 

BAR/ KITCHEN staff required for 
busy Estepona Port bar. English re-
quired. Send CV to: killalaau-
drey@outlook.com 

JAVA developers needed in Malaga 
for innovative projects. info@re-
cruitspain.com 

TELEMARKETERS Part-time, re-
quired for a brand new technol-
ogy project in the UK. Office situ-
ated in La Cala. Contract position. 
Immediate start, limited avail-
ability. Please send CV to ad-
min@interactivewindow.co.uk 

THE BRITISH International School 
of Marbella seeks a part time Sec-
ondary Spanish Teacher from August 
2018. Please see website for fur-
ther details. www.bsm.org.es 

WE ARE currently looking for Tele-
phone Sales personnel to join our 
Telecommunications team at our of-
fices in Elviria. Applicants will have 
a strong telephone manner, previ-
ous experience as qualifier/ closer 
will be an advantage, together with 
excellent organisation skills. This is 
a full time role with at basic salary, 
commissions and contract. To ap-
ply please send your CV together 
with a covering letter to 
vanessa@businessconnectionseu-
rope.com or call me on 652324260 
for further information 

Situations Wanted 

NUDE model (male) seeks individ-
ual artist or group working with 
drawing, painting or sculpting. Also 
posing only, bodypaint /cast or CFNM. 
Very experienced. croquis-
model@sol.dk or call / SMS 
600795608. Ole  

GERMAN lady, offers help with your 
appointments, shopping, dog walk-
ing. Call 602500620 

HOUSEKEEPING, cleaning, iron-
ing, experienced lady with car. Mar-
bella-Estepona. 670321171 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Lawyers 

LAWYER: Arroyo Miel/ Malaga. 
Legal advice conveyancing, wills, 
inheritances, contracts, divorces, 
criminal defense, any litigation, 
www.abogadoenlared.co.uk/ 
george@abogadoenlared.co.uk  
952964591  

LAWYERS: PROPERTY LAW, CON-
VEYANCING, CONTRACTS, EVIC-
TIONS, DIVORCE, CRIMINAL LAW. 
www.yarzalawyers.com 0034-
619-930-052 

Accountants 

ACCOUNTANTS. English and Span-
ish Accountants for all accounting/ 
bookkeeping jobs. Tax and company 
formation. Professional, reliable, 
confidential. Tel: 952440773 

REGISTRATION of holiday proper-
ties, company formations, business 
start-ups, bookkeeping, taxation 
and translations. Vehicle transfers, 
Spanish driver´s licence. Malcolm 
Greenwood. 699780389 

MALAGA Expat Consulting. Paper-
work Assistance, (NIE, Residencia, 
Driving Licence Renewal, Car Trans-
fer, Social Security and Doctor Reg-
istrations, Translations etc), Relo-
cation Advice. Competitive rates. 
Call Irina Saltmarsh 687733743 
www.malagaexpat.com 

Detectives 

PRIVATE investigator, debt collec-
tion, discreet and professional. 
697834934 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Architects 

ARCHITECTS, projects, construc-
tions, new buildings, extensions, re-
furbishments, legalisations, inter-
iro design. 680700430 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see 
if you can save money or better your 
terms by changing Spanish lenders. 
Do you have an old interest only 
mortgage which needs to be refi-
nanced? Contact Marc 952 85 36 
47, melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com or visit www.fluentfi-
nanceabroad.com 

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to raise funds against your 
home in Spain for property reforms, 
debt consolidation or liquidity pur-
poses? We have alternatives to high 
street Banks which offer bespoke 
solutions! Call us or visit www.flu-
entfinanceabroad.com for more in-
formation. +34 952 961 952 or email 
info@fluentfinanceabroad.com. Visit 
our San Pedro office 

EXPAT Mortgages for new or exist-
ing UK property? FCA regulated. In-
formal chat & no obligation quotes. 
Contact Simon 646 689947 
info@MyMortgageDeal.co.uk  

Loans 
BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

PRIVATE investor needs British 
pounds. Call whatsapp 
+34627176956 

LOANS, PAWNBROKERS ANTHO-
NYS EST 1981. FOR ALL YOUR 
PAWNBROKING NEEDS. WE ALSO 
BUY. WE PAY MORE. WE PAY CASH. 
952588795/ 609529633 

Insurance 

Investments 

SMALL business looking for an in-
vestor with 18,000 euro with high 
return over one year. Call 0034 626 
580 584 

Business 
Opportunities 

REAL ales crowdfunding investors. 
local meetings in may. www.peral-
brewery.com  

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS  

AND  STORAGE 

MAN & VAN Big/ small removals, 

clearances. 100% reliable. Ikea col-

lection/ assembly. 20E hourly. 

622020856  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-

ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 

Regular service Spain, UK includ-

ing Scotland and Ireland. 

952426463 www.brcspain.com 
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WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Este-
pona. David 696810618 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK MAY 11TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

MAN WITH big van, local removals, 
20 Euros/ hour. Also house clear-
ance. Ikea runs. 609321958 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

LARGE van coming from South Eng-
land to Spain May 14th. To book 
space call 602637242 

MAN/ VAN Services. Removals. 
Transport. Deliveries, collections, 
and rubish clearances from 20 Euros. 
Extra help available. Storage ar-
ranged. Steve 602813062 

HIRE SERVICES 

MOBILITY Scooters, electric wheel-
chairs and wheelchairs for sale or 
rent. Same day delivery! Scooters 
also bought for cash!! New batter-
ies supplied & fitted. 609581139. 
www.mobiltyscootersdi-
rectspain.com  

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

COLLECTOR buys watches, pocket 
watches  and coins of all kinds. Tel 
651187549  

BUY RECORDS, record player and 
radios. Tel. 651187549 

artcollectables@yahoo.co.uk We 
buy collections of stamps. Chinese 
items ivory, 1960s Scandinavian 
furniture and objects. Cash settle-
ment. Call 618090073 

I PAY cash for good quality brand 
watches. Tom 647758761 

ELECTRIC Bicycle, new, cost 
1,000eur. Bargain: 800 eur. ONO 
665482889 

Antiques 

artcollectables@yahoo.co.uk We 
buy collections of stamps, Chi-
nese Items, porcelain, paintings, 
bronzes, old ivory. Cash settle-
ment. Call 618090073 

ANTIQUES: WHETHER YOUR BUY-
ING OR SELLING WE PAY MORE. 
WE PAY CASH. EST.1981. 
952588795/ 609529633 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

CARS wanted. Good honest prices 
paid. Call Steve 602407084 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

WE BUY your car or motorhome. 
State and year no matter. Pay fair in 
cash. 651187549 R. Theiss   

AUTOMATIC Seat Altea XL Diesel, 
2008, 92,000kms. 6,500 Euros. 
605109796 

RANGE Rover 1987 LHD 3.5EFI pet-
rol manual colour white with colour 
coded white alloys and bullbars air-
con just serviced one owner very 
low mileage 61000 miles £14995 
Tel Mobile UK 07716011677 

AUDI A6 2.5 Quattro Avant, year 
2000, new brakes, callipers, tyres. 
Immaculate interior and exterior. A 
lot of car only 2,300 Euros. Includ-
ing transfer. 615309446 

MERCEDES 300SL 1988, servo, A/C 
2 Owners, 113.000 m, hard/soft 
top, passed ITV 1q 2018, new tires, 
good condition 27.750 euros (no 
dealers) Mob. 666508510 

RANGE Rover Evoque ED4 4x2 

PURE, 2014. Many extras, immacu-

late, 42,000kms. Need to sell! New 

price 26,000 Euros. 609547483 

ITALICA Motor. Oil and filters change 

from 35 euros. Clutch Kit from 250 

euros. Timing belt from 240 euros. 

Call for appointments www.italica-

motor.com 

OPEL Astra 1400 Turbo family car. 

150CV. Automatic. 22,500 euros. 

+34 952464118 Autopremier.com   

 OPEL Corsa 1400 90CV March 2017. 

10,500 euros. +34 952464118 

Autopremier.com   

 OPEL Astra 1400 Turbo 125CV. 

April 2017. +34 952464118 Auto-

premier.com   

 OPEL Corsa 1400 90CV April 2016 

9,300 euros. +34 952464118 Auto-

premier.com    

OPEL Astra 1.6 CDTi 136CV Auto 

Excellence. 16,600 euros. +34 

952464118 Autopremier.com  

OPEL Astra, automatic, 1.4 turbo 
140 CV. Tested and guaranteed. More 
info at www.autosreina.com or 952 
637 774 

SEAT Ibiza, automatic, 1.6 TDi 90 
CV. Tested and guaranteed. More 
info at www.autosreina.com or 952 
637 774 

OPEL Corsa Silver 1.2, 2011, 
84.000kms, 6,250 euros, 
633302675  

AUTOSEDAN.ES: Great stock of 
tourism vehicles, all terrain and vans. 
Bmw 520 Touring Automatic, 2013. 
Citroen C8 HDI Automatic, 2018. 
Honda CR-V 2.2 I- DTEC Automatic, 
2013. Nissan Pathfinder 2.5 DCI 
Automatic, 2012. Hyundai Santa 
Fe 2.2 Automatic, 2013. Hyundai 
I20.4 Klass Automatic, 2016. Ren-
ault Espace 2.2 DCI Automatic, year: 
08/2012. Renault Scenic 2.2 INY 
Automatic, year: 06/2006. Toyota 
Auris 1.8 Hybrid Automatic, year: 
12/2011. Totyota Auris Touring 
Sports Hybrid Automatic, year: 
03/2015. Toyota Aygo 1.0 VVT-I 
City Automatic, year: 06/2014. Toy-
ota Prius 1.8 HSD Advance Auto-
matic, year: 07/2013. Toyota Yaris 
Hybrid 1.5 Automatic, year: 
04/2013. Toyota Yaris Hybrid 1.5 
Automatic, year: 09/2013. Nissan 
Leaf Electric, 2014. Honda Jazz 1.3 
VTEC Hybrid, 2012. Reanult Clio 1.5 
dCi eco2 90CV diesel Automatic, 
2015. Mercedes Benz E500 Avant-
garde Full Equiped Automatic, 2004. 
Certified kilometers and bodywork 
vehicles. Not from car rentals. Visit 
us in www.autosedan.es Tel: 
685637211 - 952319935. C/ 
Nabucco, 25 (Polígono Alameda). 
Málaga 

Buy / Sell Motorbikes 

MOTORCYCLES/ Scooters bought 
and sold, same day response, ITV 
, Gestoria service. 674843115 

Repairs 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

CARSTALLER. Torremolinos. Pol.ind. 
EL Pinillo. General mechanics. Pre-
ITV Experts in automatic boxes. Oil 
change and free filter. telf. 
688413423 

Parking 

EUROPARKING  is located 4 min-

utes from Malaga airport. We offer 

short and long term parking. Open 

24hrs all year long. Best value park-

ing. www.europarking.es, 

(+34)629379818, parking@eu-

roparking.es 

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

Others 

VEHICLE tracker. New, easy to in-
stall. 50 eur. 665482889 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 
WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

SPLASH Nautica RYA License 
Training center Cabopino & Fuen-
girola. Waters sport, Dolphin trips, 
and private luxury boat charters. 
Boat sales. Tel/ Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

PUERTO Banus 8M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

ELDERLY gentleman fit seeks domi-

nant contemporary 55+ for outre 

companionship on a regular basis. 

Coast or country your venue... outre-

fun1@yahoo.co.uk 

AFFLUENT slim fashionable so-

ciable gent 67, very fit, active, en-

joys walking, swimming, dining 

out, travel, yoga, WLTM slim ac-

tive lady, 55/70, for friendship/ 

long term relationship. Please 

text/ call 610361114 



May 4th to 10th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

77 CLASSIFIED

ITALIAN bachelor 63, attractive. 
Living alone. Fuengirola. Speak vari-
ous languages. WLTM attractive, af-
fectionate woman. Whatsapp 
606763000 

Clairvoyants 

AFRICAN Spiritualist. Love issues? 
Separation?Destroy Black magic? 
etc... Ibra 600290072 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse. Thera-
peutic, stress & sport massages. 
695802388 Riviera (Calahonda) 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

MASSEUSE/ Beautician with expe-
rience offers her services. Fuengi-
rola, outcalls 633830406  

THAI full body massage. Relaxa-
tion therapy. Anti-Stress, Lomi-
Lomi. Fuengirola. 600231544 

PROFESSIONAL massage oriental 
techniques and naturopathy. Mar-
bella. Include parking. 682359525 

BENALMADENA: Professional 
massage, lumbar, back, clay, 
chocolate. From 30E. 608181791 

MARBELLA titled chiropractor and 
massage therapeutic. Chinese tech-
niques. Portable massage bed. Monik 
telf. 686740661  

THAI professional relaxing massage. 
Benalmádena/ Torrequebrada. Vis-
its. Appointments. Whatsapp 
631842307 

MASSAGE unisex female special-
ist Benalmádena. Total treatment 
process ensures complete satis-
faction. Tel. 622231133 

MASSAGES relaxing, therapeutic, 
sport massages, reflexology, Thai, 
ayurvedic. Benalmádena 634181891 

THERAPEUTIC relief, anti-stress 
massage. Previous appointment. 
Estepona center. Laura 605801466 

PROFESSIONAL Massage on table. 
Therapeutic, sport, anti-stress. Este-
pona. 653411649 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy. COSRT and 
BACP accredited. Individuals and 
couples. www.sextherapymar-
bella.es Richard 608 594 608 

Hairdressers 

ROBERT James hair replacement. 
For free consultation call 
952574075/ 602668649 

HAIRDRESSING as a career new 
hairdressing academy opening mar-
bella sept 2018 full int diplomas 
awarded to each sucessful students 
all nationalities catered for oppo-
runities to travel to uk or ireland for 
jobs on completion for details email 
to abasota@gmail.com  

Nutrition 

LOSE weight, feel great, gain en-
ergy the healthy way, 100% sup-
port. Call/ WhatsApp 630167749 

Others 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

TATOOS offer 50 eur, Blackwork, 
Pointillism Benalmádena, @ro-
dri_ganani 602662494 whatsapp 

MALE/ female viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

IPTV 2300+ channels from UK and 
16 other countries, 48 hour trials 
available... Full details 
www.pjsat.tv/iptv or 672836621 
(mobile/ whatsapp) 

BBC ½ uk full uk pack 80 cm dish 
no internet needed no contract. 
Wacht tv all rooms no cables. Sky 
full pack iptv internet at the best 
vallue no contrat no dish. paye as 
you go. Satellite improuve reallig-
nement bbc sky and all europeens 
tv.José Sotto Since 1973. 
952443838. 670443838 Email jose-
sotto@ono.com 

TNT sat 50 chaines francaises sans 
abonement José Sotto depuis 1973, 
952443838. 670443838 

BEST price tv and Iptv internet re-
pairs José Sotto 952443838. 
670443838 

BEST  hd iptv full uk irish sky pack 
available from jose sotto since 1973 
952443838 670443838 jose-
sotto@ono.com  

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. info@daytona.es 
or call 952667395 Los Boliches 

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

Websites 

WEBSITES Senior PHP Developer, 
Online Business Softwares: Real Es-
tate, Property Management, Appli-
ances, Lawyers, Accounting, 
671995005, NetDelSol.com 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

CLASSES 
HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola, also C/Mayorazgo 
8, Trapiche area, Marbella. Manual 
or automatic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH private lessons I design 
customized Spanish skype lessons. 
I am Macarena. Native, qualified, 
with 5 years experience teaching 
students of all levels . mbspanis-
honline@hotmail.com  

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method: simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES  German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated,microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-

tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-

tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-

vironment. Large kennels & play ar-

eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 

welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

Pet Transport 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 
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Talk Radio Europe 

105.5 Axarquía 

91.5 Costa del Sol East 

91.9 Costa del Sol West 

98.7 Gibraltar/Sotogrande 

News, interviews, lifestyle, sport and  

BBC World Service. 

Global (93.6 and 96.4FM) 

All week round the clock music and 

entertainment 

Radio Radio Network (96 and 98.3 

FM). Music 24 hours. 

Central FM (98.6 FM, 103.8) 

All week, classic tracks and today’s music 

broadcast to the Costa del Sol 

ACE FM (106.8 FM) 

Inland radio, news and music 

The Beat fm (106 FM)  

24 hours, music and entertainment 

Spectrum  (105.5 FM, Costa 

Almeria/Mojácar 92.6 FM) 

24 hour music and entertainment 

Radio Mijas (107.7 FM) 

3 p.m. News, views and music 

Radio Sol Almijara (99.1 FM) 

Nerja radio in English and German and 

night time World Radio Network 

Heartfmspain (88.5 FM Costa, 96.1 

FM inland) Music, entertainment, news 

Lick FM (103.6 FM Marbella) 

Urban music broadcast between Gibraltar 

and Calahonda 

Rtv Puebla (107.7 FM) 

Monday evenings, Rock music memories. 

7 - 9pm. email: 

radiopuebla.musicmemories@yahoo.com 

Fb: Radiotelevision Peubla de Cazalla 

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES CLOCKWORD

THE WORDPUZZLER

INTERNATIONAL RADIO

QUESTION 1

QUIZ

1. Katherine Parr 
2. Catherine of Aragon  
3. Ann of Cleves 
4. Juana the Mad

Who was the first wife of 
Henry VIII?

QUESTION 2

1. Nine 
2. Eleven 
3. Thirteen 
4. Fifteen

The USSR dissolved into 
how many independent 
countries in 1991?  

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11293

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making 

sure that every 

row of nine 

numbers includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9, every 

column includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9 and every 3 

by 3 subsection 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

Energy is up again by the weekend 

when someone wants to pamper you. 

Let them and both enjoy the moment.  

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Sudden changes this week bring home 

to you that there is something new 

around every corner.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

You wonder why everyone else seems to 

take life so seriously. Could it be up to 

you to help them to relax more?   

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st  

Be sure to truly channel your energies in 

the right direction. It is easy to go off at 

a tangent when the heart is light!   

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Taking an unusual and unexpected 

approach to the home could backfire. 

Discuss your intentions to avoid 

friction.   

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

A fresh start in a personal area of your 

life is needed. Now would seem to be a 

good time.   

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Someone worth spending more time 

with comes along. They may not be 

immediately drawn to you.  

 

Virgo  

August 24th - September 23rd 

When in a positive mood the world is 

very open to you. Never underestimate 

your own talents and determination.   

 

Libra  

September 24th - October 23rd 

Being thrown on your own resources is 

not so bad. This is a time when you can 

grow both emotionally and spiritually. 

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Success this week revolves around how 

open-minded you can be when others 

are trying to shut your mind to the 

possibilities. Analyse the situation.     

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

The actions of a partner could be a 

temporary blip. Is this maybe due to 

your inattention?  

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

When was the last time that you 

listened to music or totally relaxed 

your body? Someone new to your 

social circle helps to lighten the mood.

Across Down

4 5 7

9 7 3 6

9 2 8

6 4

8 9 7

3 2 6 7 5

3 5 1 9 8 7

1 6 3

LOS 7 ERRORES 
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Across Down

BOOK OF THE WEEK

Signs Preceding The 
End Of The World     
Yuri Herrera 

Yuri Herrera does not just write 
about the border between Mexico 
and the United States and those 
who cross it. He explores the cross-
ings and translations people make 
in their minds as they move from 
one country to another, especially 
when there’s no going back.  

Making the crossing is Makina. 
Leaving Mexico to search for her 
brother, she is smuggled into the 
USA carrying two secret messages 
– one from her mother and one 
from the Mexican underworld.

ANSWERS

Language Crossword

Cryptic Crossword

Clockword solution

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THOUGHT FOR  
THE WEEK

We would 

all rather 

vote for the 

best man 

but he is 

never a 

candidate  

KIN HUBBARD

Ci

Answer 1: Catherine of Aragon 

Of interest: Catherine of Aragon was the youngest child of Ferdinand and 

Isabella, the Spanish monarchs She was married to Henry’s brother Arthur but 

when he died, married Henry. Henry later had the marriage annulled in order 

to marry Ann Boleyn. 

Answer 2: Fifteen 

Of interest: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 

Uzbekistan and Russia.

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  
Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Norwegian Star          04/05                  Cadiz               Alicante               07.00            17.00 

Marella Discovery     06/05              Gibraltar            Cagliari                07.00            22.00 

MSC Magnifica           06/05                  Cadiz                 Palma                 07.00            17.00 

Seabourn Quest         06/05                  Ibiza                  Cadiz                  08.00            18.00 

Seabourn Odyssey    07/05                Tangier           Barcelona              07.00            17.00 

Aidastella                    08/05                      -                          -                      08.00            18.00 

Star Breeze                 09/05                      -                                                  08.00            19.00 

Carnival Horizon        11/05                      -                          -                      08.00            17.00 
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:: I. GELIBTER / B. CLARKE 

FUENGIROLA. Last year crocodile 
meat was the most exotic thing on 
offer, but this year the addition of 
South Africa has brought zebra bur-
gers and python tapas. The 24th 
edition of the popular Feria 
de los Pueblos took 
place on the Fuengi-
rola fairground 
from last Friday 
to Tuesday this 
week.  It was a 
fun, cosmopoli-
tan event pro-
moting the gas-
tronomy, cul-
ture and folklore 
of the participat-
ing countries. 
Among those repre-
sented were the UK, Fin-
land, America, Cuba, India and 
Morocco. Six regions of Spain were 
also represented, including Anda-
lucía and the Canary Islands. 

Puerto Rico, South Africa and the 

Ukraine took part for the first time 
this year, and there was also a new 
gastronomic fair called Sabores de lo 
Nuestro. This was located in a cen-
tral marquee and offered visitors the 
opportunity to sample and buy tra-
ditional local products such as 
cheeses, cured meats, spices, herbs 
and sauces. 

Since its first day the streets were 
full of both local residents and tour-
ists alike. One of the highlights was 
the colourful parade with represen-
tatives of all the countries involved, 

which left the Plaza de España at 
11.30am on Saturday. 

Dancers and musi-
cians entertained 

the crowds, who 
were treated to 
a display of tra-
ditional cos-
tumes from 
around the 
globe. The Brit-

ish contingent 
was led by 

members of all 
sections of the 1st 

Fuengirola Scout 
group. 

 The bars and casetas, open 
from 1pm until 4am, were brightly 
decorated with each country’s indi-
vidual colours and many of the visi-
tors dressed in traditional costumes. 

Live music and dance perform-
ances took place throughout the af-
ternoons and included jazz, reggae, 
flamenco and rock. The popular David 
Bowie tribute band, The Spiders from 
Marbs, were performing in the Brit-
ish caseta every day of the festival. 

The most popular stands for food 
were Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay, 
which offered large barbecues at com-
petitive prices. There were plenty of 
other options for vegetarians how-
ever and a large selection of sweet 
treats on offer. 

The festival catered for a young 
demographic with an atmosphere 
very similar to that of the town’s 
Feria del Rosario in October. As a 
group of young men explained at the 
entrance to the Cuban caseta: “You 
have to take advantage of the event, 
because it’s like another Feria and 
very few towns are lucky enough to 
hold two,” they said, holding piña 
coladas in their hands. 

The most popular stands for drinks 
tended to be more tropical. The Ha-
waiian, Colombian, Puerto Rican and 
Cuban stands were all hives of activ-
ity, offering cocktails of the sweet-
est, most exotic fruits.  

Popular stands such as the Neth-
erlands, Chile, the UK and Senegal 
have become firm favourites at the 
festival, known for its fun atmos-
phere and delicious array of food. The South American stands were popular with foodies. :: BECKI NICHOLS

Fuengirola draws in 
thousands for the 
Feria de los Pueblos 
event, which 
represents people 
from 33 countries

Around the world in five days

Great Britain joined the grand parade on wheels. :: RACHEL O’ROURKE
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The USA attended in style. 
:: I. GELIBTER


