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Banks want to keep customers       
out of branches, says watchdog

Customers who prefer to do their 
banking over the counter report a 
growing sensation that they are un-
welcome in their local branches. This 
is all part of a strategy to save costs, 

say consumer groups. Fees are now 
attached to previously cost-free trans-
actions if they are done in the branch 
rather than online, and times of day 
when utility bills can be paid in per-

son are being reduced. This is penal-
ising customers who do not use the 
internet, says the bank users’ asso-
ciation Adicae, and they tend to be-
long to the one of the most vulner-

able sectors of society, the elderly. In 
the last ten years the number of bank 
branches in the province of Malaga 
has been reduced by half to 787. The  
Spanish government is now planning 
to adapt legislation to the EU direc-
tive that limits account maintenance 
fees charged by banks to 36 euros a 
year.  P18

A users’ association has warned that people who don’t use the 
internet are being penalised with extra commission

Facua, along with other watchdogs 
in Spain, said that the airline’s plans 
to charge eight to ten euros goes 
against aviation law that obliges air-
lines to take hand luggage in the 
cabin except where weight or size 
restrictions do not permit.  P3

Consumer groups say 
charging for cabin baggage 
contravenes Spanish 
legislation

Ryanair reported 
to the government 
over new hand 
luggage changes

A mystery solved. Malaga 
historian Isidoro Otero has 
discovered that Sir James 
Douglas’ remains were 
buried near Teba  P14&15

Marbella marina comes 
back to life. Business is 
booming at the Puerto 
Deportivo following a 
recent facelift  P2&3

Navigating Moroccan 
souks and Canadian 
bears are the challenges 
that await in this month’s 
Travel special  P24-30

After seeing off Alcorcón, 
there is still plenty of 
excitement to come on a 
busy deadline day  P50&51

Malaga CF make 
it two wins from 
two after another 
last-gasp victory

Spain’s dream is ended 
by Japan again as the 
women’s under-20 side 
come unstuck in the World 
Cup final  P49

La Vuelta a España as it passed through El Burgo on Monday. :: JAVIER NÚÑEZ

A GRAND  

TOUR OF THE  

PROVINCE   P52&53
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The berths in the Puerto 
Deportivo are now fully 
occupied and the turnover 
of the leisure activity          
firms has increased by up 
to 30 per cent 

MARBELLA. Marbella’s central 
marina is embarking on a period of 
much-needed change. The contract 
for the works to extend the quay to 
allow cruise ship shuttle boats and 
vessels of more than 30 metres in 
length to dock in the port has gone 
out to tender. And more improve-
ments are to come wth the project 
for the new “boulevard” link be-
tween the marina and the seafront 
promenade.  

While these new projects are still 
taking shape though, the recent re-
modelling work carried out over the 
last 18 months is already paying off. 
The port area has had more than just 
a facelift. The nautical and commer-
cial activity has recovered, turning 
the Puerto Deportivo Virgen del Car-
men, to give its full name, into a 
must-see attraction for tourists. 

 “This isn’t Puerto Banús, and it 
doesn’t want to be. Marbella’s ma-
rina has a different feel, it has its 
own ambience and an excellent lo-
cation, which sets it aside from the 
rest,” explains the manager of one 
of the nautical attractions based in 
the marina as he helps a group of 
tourists climb onto his fast boat. 

It’s a hot August afternoon but the 
scorching sun has not put off a group 
of friends from Madrid from seeking 
an “adventure” on the star attraction 

of the summer: the Fly Boat. 
While the business owners work-

ing in the marina agree that the sum-
mer season “has been slow to arrive 
this year”, the numbers show that 
the Puerto Deportivo is doing well. 
The water activities’ turnover this 
year is up 30 per cent, according to 
figures offered by the port’s director, 
Javier Mejías, who puts another rele-
vant number on the table: the occu-
pation of the berths. 

“Not only are we a hundred per 
cent full, but there is also a reserva-
tion list. This year there has also been 
a noticeable increase in boats chang-
ing hands,” he explains.  

The users of the Puerto Deportivo 
have traditionally been Spanish, al-
though now owners of other nation-
alities who are already familiar with 
the area are starting to moor their 
boats there, according to Mejías, who 
speaks highly of the work carried 
out by the local council, through the 
municipal ports company, to 
“breathe life back into the area”. 

The list of the improvements car-
ried out over the last few months is 
long. While none of the projects 
have been major, they have all 
helped boost the marina “which was 
primitive” as Pilar Rosas, spokesper-
son for the Association of Port Busi-

ness Owners, points out.  
“We need significant remodel-

ling work and for the planned im-
provements to be carried out as soon 
as possible. The port can’t go on with 
its back to the sea.” 

The opening up of the marina 
to the town will come with the 
construction of the new boulevard 
linking with the Paseo Marítimo 
promenade.  

This is expected to cost around 
600,000 euros, the plans have al-
ready been drawn up and the ad-
ministrative process to obtain the 
relevant permits from the APPA (the 
Andalusian Public Ports Agency), 
which is part of the regional author-
ity, has been initiated. 

It was at the end of last year, 
though, that the first major project 
aimed at joining the marina with 
the town centre took place. The crea-

Marbella marina comes back to life

The number of businesses running boat trips and water activities has increased. :: JOSELE-LANZA

MÓNICA 
PÉREZ

 mperezg@diariosur.es 

“This isn’t Puerto Banús 
and it doesn’t want to 
be; the port has its own 
ambience that sets it 
apart from the rest”

The port has been given a facelift and waits for a new project that will connect it to the promenade
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tion of a large, pedestrianised square 
to improve movement between port 
and town. Some 144,000 euros were 
spent on this project which gave the 
area north-east of the port, oppo-
site the lighthouse, a complete face-
lift. Now the bars and terraces that 
populate the square are an attrac-
tion for tourists. 

The pedestrianisation of the area 
included laying new paving slabs, 
adding urban furniture and lighting 
and renewing water and sewage 
pipes, among other work. 

“This has seen the rebirth 
of the port. Where before 
only two business prem-
ises were occupied, now 
they are all full. Business 
owners have seen that 
the area has a future 
and have invested,” 
adds Rosas, who called 
for a fast solution to 
the location of the car 
parks as well as the con-
nection with the town. 

“There are a lot of 
tourists who don’t know 
that there’s a port here. 
They look over from the Paseo 
Marítimo and all they see is a car 
park,” she says. 

In January the improvements 
were centred around the conser-
vation and maintenance of the 

pilings and beams that sup-
port the Levante quay. The 
work cost 50,000 euros and 
was the first phase of a pro-
ject that continued with nu-

merous embellishment  tasks 
such as  repairs to roads, plant-

ers and bollards as well as paint-
ing and maintenance, all of which 

has changed the port’s image.  
Within the next few months 

work will start on expanding the 
“waiting” quay with a platform 
with two eight-metre-long lay-by 
berths. A new footpath will lead as 

far as the terraces. This extension 
will allow boats of more than 30 
metres in length to moor there, as 
well as the shuttle boats from cruise 
ships. 

“The objective set by the mayor 
is to turn the town’s marina around 
so that it becomes a meeting point 
for locals and visitors, encouraging 
nautical attractions and activities 
in the bar area,” said the councillor 
responsible for beaches and the port, 
Manuel Cardeña, adding that the 
aim was to make the marina a lively 
place during the day and at night.

One of the most popular attractions. :: J-LANZA
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Tourists stroll inside the Puerto 
Deportivo. :: J-L.

:: SUR 

MALAGA. Consumers’ group 
Facua has made an official com-
plaint to the ministries for Infra-
structure and Health over Ry-
anair’s plans to change its hand 
baggage policy from 1 November. 

Facua, along with other watch-
dogs, says that the move by the 
budget airline contravenes Span-
ish legislation. 

Ryanair has said it will stop 
automatically storing hand lug-
gage free of charge in the hold 
for non-priority customers. In-
stead passengers will pay around 
eight to ten euros to store a nor-
mal-sized piece of hand luggage 
in the hold or upgrade as prior-
ity passengers to take hand lug-
gage in the cabin. A smaller, un-
der-seat bag can still be taken on 
free of charge by everyone. 

Groups in Spain say the policy 
goes against aviation law that 
obliges airlines to take people’s 
hand luggage on board in cabins 
except where weight or plane- 
size restrictions do not allow it. 

Ryanair has hit back saying 
that, “no airline allows passen-
gers to carry all their suitcases 
into the aeroplane cabin”.       

Ryanair reported 
to the government 
by consumer 
group over hand- 
luggage plans 
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‘Las Kellys’ mark their 
first annual Day as they 
continue to fight for 
improved conditions 

MALAGA 
: :  V. BUSTAMANTE. Hotel room 
cleaning staff  in Spain have a nick-
name for themselves, ‘Las Kellys’, 
which comes from a contraction of 
the phrase, “las que limpian” (those  
who clean). Last Saturday, 25 August, 

was the first national Kellys Day, 
which was marked by demonstra-
tions in cities including Malaga. 

A  year ago the Kellys started their 
campaign for better conditions. The 
central complaint was that many 
had been transferred to outsourced 
companies by employers and so lost 
the rights of hotel staff. A local la-
bour agreement solved this problem 
in Malaga this summer but they still 
want the rights enshrined in law.  
They also want a reduced workload 
and changed sickness rights.  

HERE AND THERE

Hotel bedroom cleaning staff protest in Malaga. :: FÉLIX PALACIOS

Big fines alert for unruly 
passengers on flights  

MALAGA 
:: P. MARTÍNEZ.  Airport security of-
ficials at Aesa are trying to counter 
a rise in disruptive air passengers in 
Spain with a YouTube video  in Eng-
lish and Spanish. Last year, incidents 
grew by 22% and authorities want 
to remind flyers that they can be 
fined up to 5,000 euros. Of the 326 
people fined in 2017, 60 per cent were 
British, with the next position oc-
cupied by Spanish on just 16 per cent.

The well-used service saw 
11.45m passenger trips in 
the year to May, an 
increase of 4.5 per cent   

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA.  The two Cercanías lines 
for local trains, on the Costa del Sol 
and in the Guadalhorce valley, are 
continuing to attract record passen-
ger numbers. 

The well-used trains are the Cer-
canías services that have seen most 
growth in Spain, and now rank fourth 
among the networks of local rail lines 
around Spain’s largest cities. 

Between May 2017 and May 2018, 
11.45 million trips were made on 
the two lines that join Malaga city 
centre with Fuengirola, via Malaga 
Airport, and with Álora. This was an 
increase of 4.5 per cent on the same 
period twelve months before.  

The good results should be seen 
in the context of the limited cover-
age of the local network. Currently 
there are no firm plans to extend 
the line from Fuengirola into Mijas 
Costa and Marbella, as local authori-
ties and business people have been 
calling for for many years.  

Besides the problem of finding 

funding, successive governments  
in Madrid have been unable to de-
cide on the best way to extend the 
line. The previous conservative PP 
government was working on ideas 
for an extension of the existing 
Fuengirola line, while the incom-
ing PSOE party, that also controls 

the Junta de Andalucía regional gov-
ernment, has been more in favour 
of an entirely new, faster line from 
Malaga to Marbella. 

With 455,000 more passengers 
in the year to May, Malaga prov-
ince’s Cercanías lines are, among 
the 14 big metropolitan areas, now 

only behind those of Madrid, Bar-
celona and Valencia.      

Madrid’s are by far the most used, 
with 247.5 million journeys in the 
period, followed by 113.8 million 
in Barcelona. Valencia is in third 
place on 15.1 million, much closer 
to Malaga in numbers. The figures 
refer to state-rail-operator Renfe’s 
local services and exclude city met-
ros or Catalan regional-run lines.  

Rail bosses have highlighted the 
even bigger demand each day of 
the week on the Costa del Sol line 
due to the  influence of tourists. 
In contrast, other cities’ lines  see 
a big fall in passenger numbers at 
weekends and holidays. Moreover, 
Malaga’s lines have a high percent-
age of foreign users for the same 
reason. 

The peak period on Malaga’s two 
Cercanías lines, C-1 and C-2, is Holy 
Week leading up to Easter.  

Cercanías lines see biggest growth in 
Spain despite missing Marbella link

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Figures re-
leased by the National Statistics 
Institute (INE) have revealed that 
Torremolinos receives more sum-
mer visitors than any other resort 
on the Costa del Sol. Figures for 
July show that the town saw an 
increase of 2.67 per cent compared 
with last year’s figures. Between 
January and July of this year, Tor-
remolinos was the chosen holiday 
destination for almost 600,000 
visitors, making it the town’s best 
tourism year since 2009.  

Overnight hotel stays were also 
up by 0.96 per cent compared with 
July last year, and the average stay 
was 5.25 days, slightly higher than 
the 5.15 days recorded in the pe-
riod from January to June. 

With 118,823 visitors and 
623,538 overnight stays in July, 
Torremolinos maintains its lead-
ership as the preferred tourist des-
tination on the Costa del Sol, beat-
ing Marbella, which received 
96,119 visitors and 365,983 over-
night stays, and Benalmádena, 
(68,465 visitors and 387,521 over-
night stays).  The majority of were 
Spanish (47,185) followed by Brit-
ish (21,728) and French (8,713). 

Torremolinos July 
tourism figures 
put town ahead of 
other Costa resorts

Passengers waiting at a Malaga Cercanías station. :: ÑITO SALAS

Cercanías on the Costa 
has even passenger 
demand each day of the 
week due to tourists
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An 89-year-old woman 
died after being thrown to 
the ground and beaten by 
a man who has dementia 
and is prone to violent 
episodes  

:: J. CANO / F. TORRES 

MALAGA. The Junta de Andalucía 
is to conduct an inspection of the 
Residencia DomusVi Sierra de las 
Nieves care home in Guaro, it has 
been announced, following the 
death of an 89-year-old woman af-
ter she was thrown to the ground 
and beaten by a fellow resident. 

The episode, which took place 
in the early hours of Sunday morn-
ing, was captured by CCTV which 
showed the victim wandering the 

corridors, possibly disorientated, 
before attempting to enter the 
room of her alleged attacker. 

The man, 84, who sleeps with 
restraints, had already freed him-
self and, upon discovering the 
woman, threw her to the ground 
before beating her. His roommate 
was also injured, albeit not seri-
ously, in the incident. 

The emergency services could 
do nothing to save the life of the 
woman who was pronounced dead 
at the scene. 

The alleged aggressor was then 
taken to the Hospital Clínico in 
Malaga where he was stabilised 
ahead of a psychiatric evaluation. 
After being given the all-clear, he 
was taken into custody by the 
Guardia Civil and following a more 
exhaustive evaluation, carried out 
by the Malaga Institute of Legal 
Medicine (IML), he was sent to 
prison in Alhaurín de la Torre pro-
visionally, according to the Anda-
lusian high court, “in the absence 
of an appropriate psychiatric facil-

ity in the area”. 
The Guardia Civil have taken 

control of the investigations and 
have interviewed staff as well as 
seizing the CCTV footage for fur-
ther inspection. They will now try 
to determine how the man freed 
himself from the ties and was able 
to leave his room. 

Staff at the residence, which 
houses 114 people, refused to com-
ment on the situation out of “re-
spect for the families and the in-
vestigation”.

Junta to inspect Guaro care home after 
woman is killed by fellow resident

The entrance to the residence in La Loma, Guaro. :: FRANCIS SILVA

112 REPORTS

Arrest made over rape 
of minor at Malaga fair 

MALAGA 
:: J. CANO / Á. FRÍAS. A 32-year-
old man has been arrested in 
connection with the rape of a 
16-year-old girl during the re-
cent Malaga fair. 

The girl, who reported the 
crime to the police, claims to 
have been drugged while at the 
fairground, before being taken 
to the man’s house where she 
woke up in a haze the next day, 
with no memory of the events. 

The man was tracked down a 
week later by the description of 
his tattoos, distinctive scar and 
the street where the girl found 
herself.

Investigation opened 
into car park shoot-out 

MARBELLA 
::  J. C. / Á. F. An investigation 
has been launched into a shoot-
out which took place in the car 
park of the Olivia Valère night 
club in Marbella on 5 August. 

Two men, one Belgian, the 
other Dutch, suffered injuries in 
an attack believed to be related 
to the settling of scores. The ob-
jective of the attack, it appears, 
was to give them more than a 
fright as the bullets struck the 
upper body. 

Both men were taken to hos-
pital but neither required sur-
gery.

82-year-old man dies at 
Fuengirola beach 

FUENGIROLA 
::  I. GELIBTER. An 82-year-old 
man of Basque origin was pro-
nounced dead at a beach in Fuen-
girola on Tuesday afternoon af-
ter lifeguards unsuccessfully at-
tempted to resuscitate him. 

The man was seen floating face 
down on the water by bathers at 
around 2pm close to the T-shaped 
breakwater next to the town’s 
marina. They alerted lifeguards 
but nothing could be done to save 
his life. An autopsy will deter-
mine the cause of death.

Woman arrested over 
forced marriage 

ESTEPONA 
::  EFE. A 31 year-old Moroccan 
woman has been arrested in Este-
pona for forcing her 16-year-old 
daughter to marry a man 12 years 
her senior. 

The young girl went to the po-
lice and told them that her parents 
had reached a financial agreement 
with the man and had also bribed 
an official to carry out the mar-
riage ceremony in Morocco. 

When she refused to travel to 
Morocco, her parents threatened 
to send her back and leave her 
there without documentation to 
return to Spain. 

New complaint filed 
about Benalmádena 
care home 

The family of an 88-year-old 
woman who died on 30 June af-
ter falling down the stairs at the 
Seniors de Benalmádena home 
(which experienced a scabies 
outbreak last month) have filed 
a complaint to the regional 
health authorities. 

They claim that she was left 
unaccompanied in her wheel-
chair at the top of a flight of stairs 
with the safety barriers open.
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Mayor Ana Mula 
reports receiving death 
threats on social media 

FUENGIROLA 
:: I. GELIBTER.  A Facebook video 
posted last week by a Fuengirola 
resident, showing how two Lo-
cal Police officers fined a flower 
seller for violating bylaws, has 
attracted thousands of com-
ments, among them death 
threats aimed at the mayor Ana 
Mula and racist remarks. With 
over two million views, the video 
criticises the officers for fining 
the man and not the “negritos” 
on the promenade, even calling 
for a “far right” group to “clean 
up” the situation. Mula has re-
ported the threats to the National 
Police and Fuengirola council has 
reported the insults and criticism 
aimed at the police officers.

HERE AND THERE

Torreblanca’s second 
phase soon to have 
remodelled roads  

FUENGIROLA 
:: I. GELIBTER. Fuengirola coun-
cil is to remodel the second phase 
of the Torreblanca residential area 
after work on the first section con-
cluded in May. The contract  to 
draw up the plans for the work, 
affecting the area known as PMI 
- 1, has now been awarded and 
work is expected to begin by the 
end of this year. The project will 
include the laying of drains and  
sewage pipes and other utilities,  
where needed, as well as creating 
pavements and improving infra-
structure, among other work. The 
remodelling of the third phase of 
Torreblanca will follow.

Mijas approves free 
access to all municipal 
sport activities  

MIJAS 
:: I. GELIBTER. With an annual  
cost of almost one million euros, 
Mijas council approved on 
Wednesday free access to all mu-
nicipal sport activities as of  Janu-
ary 2019. With the aim of pro-
moting sports as a “driving force 
to social integration”, this agree-
ment will pay back the money 
which the council has effectively 
managed in order to have no debt, 
lower taxes while “generating  a 
surplus” too.  The aim is to keep 
the same number of places and 
activities which currently exists 
and which provide a service to 
more than 6,000 users. 

The final link of a ring 
road around the west of 
this busy Mijas Costa 
district should help keep 
some local traffic off the 
A-7 once it is built  

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. The volume of traffic mov-
ing along the Coín road, in Las La-
gunas, Mijas, should be reduced in 
the near future. The town’s mayor, 
Juan Carlos Maldonado, announced 
on Tuesday that the contract has 
been put out to tender for a short 
link road to connect the Coín road 
in Las Lagunas with Avenida AMPA 
Las Caracolas just a few hundred 
metres to the north over fields. 

The new route is the last link in 
a form of western ring road behind 
Las Lagunas which will allow driv-
ers to travel from by the supermar-
ket on the Fuengirola-Mijas Pueblo 
road to the Coín road, at the other 
end of Las Lagunas, without hav-
ing to go via the A-7 motorway.  It 
will be an additional access route to 
the densest parts of Las Lagunas and 
allow traffic to avoid a slow drive 
along the Camino de Coín. 

Compulsory land purchases 
Maldonado announced alongside 
councillor for Infrastructure,  José 
Carlos Martín, and Planning coun-
cillor, Andrés Ruiz, that the 1.5-mil-
lion-euro road was being put out to 
tender.  The mayor said, “With this 
investment we’ll be improving road 
safety for the municipality and we’ll 
help put an end to traffic jams that 
build up at certain times of day.” 

Some land will have to be com-
pulsorily purchased. Planning chief, 
councillor Ruiz added, “We are ready 

to sit down with owners and reach 
agreement on paying for the land 
we need to develop the road.”  

The short stretch is part of a 12-
million-euro plan to upgrade the 
existing roads that make up this lo-
cal ring road around Avenida María 
Zambrano towards Avenida de Mi-
jas. This includes improving public 
utility cabling and drains, reducing 
the risk of flooding at the same time.   

Work is also projected to make  
part of the Coín road, that runs from 
the A-7 waterpark exit towards Coín 
via the side of Mijas Golf, into a dual 
carriageway, to further speed up 
traffic. This follows the Junta de An-
dalucía regional government re-
cently handing over control of that 
stretch of road to the council.

End to traffic jam chaos on Coín road         
in Las Lagunas moves another step closer 

Ruiz, Maldonado and Martín presented the final plan on Tuesday. :: I.G.

They say that the council 
caused damage when it 
removed vegetation in 
May which left the area 
with no shade 

:: I. GELIBTER 

MIJAS.  Around twenty users of the 
dog park in Calahonda, Mijas, gath-
ered on Sunday afternoon to pro-
test against what they believe to be 
a lack of response from Mijas coun-
cil to complaints about repair work. 

According to the protesters, on 
17 May, heavy machinery, hired by 
the council with the idea of clear-
ing and superficially cleaning  the 
enclosure, “destroyed” much of the 

park’s vegetation including the trees 
that offered shade.  

They believe this situation is, 
apart from being “incomprehensi-
ble”, causing inconvenience and in-
jury to dogs and their owners. “You 
can still see some splinters left over 
from the damage these works 
caused,” said protesters. 

They explained that several us-
ers of the dog park initially contacted  
different officials at the town hall. 
“In all cases, they committed to car-
rying out, as soon as possible, clean-
ing and repair work. However, three 
months later, everything is still the 
same and they don’t take the calls 
from those who visit this dog park 
daily,” they said. 

The park’s users “deeply” regret 

the situation, as this is the same team 
at the helm of the council that they 
worked with to complete the park’s 
infrastructure in the first place.  

“For this reason,” they added,  
“we can’t understand how this de-
struction has taken place, as well as 
the subsequent disregard from the 
mayor and his team.” They have 
called for the mayor, Juan Carlos 

Maldonado and his team to honour 
their commitments, “and get to 
work” to repair the damage caused. 

 The local PSOE representatives 
(the coalition party that controls 
the Parks and Gardens Department) 
failed to comment on the issue, al-
though at the last council meeting 
they announced that they would 
soon begin repairs.

Dog owners in Calahonda 
protest about “neglect” of 
their local dog park

Local residents staged their protest on Sunday. :: I.GELIBTER

Torreblanca. :: I. G.
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San Roque romería 
delayed after accident 

TORROX 
:: E. CABEZAS. Torrox town hall, 
in collaboration with local ‘peña 
caballista’, agreed to postpone 
the ‘romería’ procession in hon-
our of the town’s patron saint, 
San Roque, due to take place the 
following day, after a local horse 
rider suffered serious injuries 
falling from a fig tree. 

Mayor Óscar Medina said that 
they were looking into holding 
the event this Sunday, 2 Septem-
ber, instead.

IN BRIEF

Nerja puts two river 
bridges out to tender 

NERJA 
:: E. C. Nerja town hall has put 
works for the construction of 
bridges over the Seco and Chíl-
lar rivers out to tender after re-
ceiving the necessary funds 
from the Diputación provincial 
authority. 

These crossings have been 
called for by residents and tour-
ists alike for many years as when 
there is heavy rainfall, the 
mouths of these rivers cannot be 
crossed and large diversions must 
be made instead.

Natural park to be rid of 
machines after 18 years 

NERJA 
:: E. C. Los Colmenarejos quarry, 
located in the Sierras Tejeda, Almi-
jara y Alhama natural park, will 
be cleaned up after Nerja town 
hall and the concession holder 
reached an agreement for the re-
moval of machinery which was 
abandoned there 18 years ago. 

It will be removed in October 
following years of legal disputes 
between businessman Orlando 
Rodríguez and the previous PP 
council over possible mining in 
the area.

:: E. CABEZAS 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. The beach 
at Torre del Mar welcomed some 
unexpected visitors on Saturday 
when a pod of dolphins was spot-
ted just a hundred metres from 
the shore. 

Around a dozen of these 
aquatic mammals took bathers 
by surprise, with many captur-
ing photos and videos which were 
shared widely on social media. 

However, this type of scene is 
“nothing extraordinary”, accord-
ing to marine biologist Juan Jesís 
Martín. He explained that this 
variety of dolphin, the common 
bottlenose (the most common 
in the Mediterranean), often 
comes close to the shore when 
hunting schools of fish in packs. 
“We have even seen them inside 
Malaga port,” he said. 

Among the comments on the 
videos, bathers also described 
similar scenes at other points on 
the Malaga coastline.  

Wi-Fi 

Bathers in  Torrox learned this 
week that free Wi-Fi would be 
available for beach users. Net-
works will be installed at the La-
guna chiringuitos on Ferrara, Ca-
cola and El Morche beaches, each 
with a radius of 200 metres.

Dolphins surprise 
bathers during a 
busy summer day 
on the beach in  
Torre del Mar

The Refugio de Leo, 
which houses 19 dogs, 
opened a year ago on the 
border between Vélez-
Málaga and Arenas  

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. A border dis-
pute between Vélez-Málaga and 
Arenas has been opened up as a re-
sult of complaints from residents 
in the Cerro Beas area about the 
Refugio de Leo dog kennels which 
opened up next to their homes a 
year ago. 

Complaints have been filed to 
both town halls against this alleg-
edly illegal shelter, but owner 
Lourdes Peláez claims that the land 
is in Arenas territory, even though 
Vélez town hall has issued her with 
a fine of 21,000 euros for not hav-
ing the appropriate licences. 

A number of residents in the area 

appeared on regional TV channel 
Canal Sur’s Andalucía Directo pro-
gramme to describe the “fear” they 
have that the dogs could escape and 
attack them and the barking which 
“lasts several hours and stops [them] 
from sleeping or having any rest”. 

“Sometimes these animals are 
left for days at a time and not given 

anything to eat,” they said. 
As a result, Arenas town hall has 

said it will set up a special commis-
sion to determine under whose ju-
risdiction the kennels fall. 

For her part, Peláez said she is in 
a “legal limbo” and hopes that this 
“can be resolved satisfactorily in 
the next few months”.

‘Noisy’ and ‘dangerous’ dog kennels 
opens up municipal border dispute

A dolphin just a hundred 
metres from the shore. :: J. A. M.

Founder of Refugio de Leo, Lourdes Peláez. :: E. C.

For the second time in two 
months, residents of coastal 
towns Chilches and Benajarafe 
came together to demand that 
the four-party town council 
speed up the process of bring-
ing the Gran Senda coastal 
pathway to the area. The 
around 50 protesters demanded 
that the town hall do all in its 
power to pressure the Junta re-
gional and Diputación provincial 
authorities to sign off on the 
three stretches currently await-
ing approval.

CHILCHES AND  

BENAJARAFE 

DEMAND COASTAL 

PATHWAY AGAIN

:: E. CABEZAS
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NERJA 

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

Luis Triviño was astonished last 
Saturday when a vulture decided 
to land on the roof terrace of his 
block of flats in the centre of Nerja, 
near Plaza de la Ermita. The bird, 
identified as a young Eurasian 
griffon vulture, which is a pro-
tected species in Spain, was 
spotted by Triviño’s part-
ner, Censi Martín, who no-
ticed that several people 
on the street had stopped 
to take pictures. 

 The 33-year-old tattoo 
artist, who is originally 
from Peñarroya, in Cordoba 
province, went to the ter-
race to see the bird and take 
some pictures then went back 
to work, believing that it would 
take off soon. However, when he 
came back a few hours later he re-
alised that his winged guest was 

still there. 
 That was when Triviño, who 

confessed to always having had a 
passion for birds of prey and rep-
tiles, decided to try and feed it. 

 “I went to Mercadona, which is 
just on the other side of the street, 
and I  bought some rabbit meat and 
chicken liver,” he said. He kept 

feeding the bird for the next three 
days.  

The same day that the bird had 
perched on top of the roof, neigh-
bours had contacted the nearby 
Guardia Civil. Officers were sent  
that same Saturday, reassuring the 
man that the bird would leave 
soon. But they also said that they 
were going to contact the endan-
gered species specialists at the re-
gional government’s CREAS cen-
tre near Malaga, as well as the 
Guardia Civil’s own environmental 
protection team, Seprona. 

After several attempts over the 
next couple of days to try and cap-
ture the bird, it was finally caught by 
José del Arco of CREAS on Tuesday. 

 Leonardo, as the bird was called 
by Triviño, was taken to the CREAS 
centre in the Montes de Málaga 
natural park, where it will be kept 
before being introduced back into 
the wild at El Chorro gorge, near 
the Caminito del Rey. Here there 
is a significant colony of vultures. 

 Triviño, who took the time to 
take a selfie with the animal and 
a friend,  admitted that feeding the 
bird for four days was an absolutely 
unique experience, even if he had 
to spend his own money. 

CREAS rescues 900 protected 
birds a year in Malaga province, ac-
cording to Del Arco.

Leonardo, an unexpected feathered friend

Luis Triviño and his friend Ángel 
while taking a selfie with the 
animal that stayed with them 
for almost four days. :: SUR
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José del Arco at work. :: E. C.

A vulture spent four 
days on the roof of  a 
Nerja man’s block of 
flats, where he fed it 
and took care of it 
until it was taken 
away by experts

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. After a long fight led 
by animal rights campaigners, 
the horses pulling the carriages 
on scenic rides around the cen-
tre of Malaga can finally rest un-
der newly-installed parasols.  

For years Malaga city council 
has been receiving complaints 
from activists, tourists and the 
carriage drivers themselves about 
the lack of shade at the Plaza de 
la Marina waiting area. 

 The new parasols will be put  
up daily from 11am to 7pm, when 
they are taken down again to pre-
vent damage or theft.  

Horses on 
Malaga’s tourist 
carriages finally 
get some shade 
while they wait

The new shades. :: MORENO
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The first phase of this key 
part of the council’s plan 
to conserve local heritage  
will look at the present 
state of the famous Torre 
de los Molinos   

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

TORREMOLINOS.  The town hall 
in Torremolinos has said that it has 
started the much-anticipated ar-
cheological and structural study 
of a historic tower that gave its 
name to the resort.  

Councillors want to fully con-
serve the structure of Torre Pimen-
tel and tidy up the surrounding 
area as the centrepiece of their 
wider plan to restore heritage sites 
across the municipality. 

Following permission from the 
regional Environment ministry, 
the council is now carrying out a 

226,000-euro study of the actual 
state of the site, supported by a 70 
per cent grant from the national 
ministry for Infrastructure.  

The 12-metre-high tower, at the 
coastal end of iconic Calle San 
Miguel and overlooking the sea, is 
also known as Torre de los Moli-
nos (Tower of the Mills) and gave 
its name to the resort. 

Latest scientific techniques 
The study to be carried out as the 
preliminary phase of the project 
has been labelled ‘preventative ar-
cheology’ and will use modern 
techniques to analyse how it is 
built, the state of the foundations 
and how it has changed over the 
years, as well as look for any struc-
tural weaknesses. 

Samples will also be taken of the 
mortar and the site cleared of de-
bris and rubbish. 

Once this part of the study is 
complete, an argument can be put 
forward for money to conserve and 
restore it, according to the go-ahead 
report from the regional govern-
ment’s environmental department. 

The landmark tower is believed 
to have been first built in the pre-
Christian Nazarí era, around 1300.  

Go-ahead for study to restore  
tower that gave name to a resort 

The conservation plan for the Torre Pimentel has various phases. :: I.G.

Owners told to clear  
land due to fire risk 

MARBELLA 
:: D. DOLS.  In a bid to avoid a for-
est fire in the last weeks of sum-
mer, Marbella council has told 
the owners of 62 local plots of 
land to clear them of scrub and 
vegetation. As well as monitor-
ing compliance, the town hall 
has also called for local residents 
to be extra vigilant. Official data 
shows that Malaga province has 
had relatively few fire outbreaks 
so far this year; there were 45 
incidents up to last Sunday, nine 
per cent of the Andalusian total. 

HERE AND THERE

Ray of hope for clam-
toxin-ban fishing boats 

MALAGA 
:: A. GÓMEZ.  The ban on catch-
ing some clams and murex shells 
off the Costa was partially lifted 
this week. Officials said it was safe 
in two of the area’s nine catching 
zones, but only for some of the 
banned species. The approved area 
covers Manilva to San Pedro. 

There has been a ban on certain 
types of clams and murex shells 
for six weeks because of  natu-
rally-produced toxins inside them, 
affecting the livelihoods of over 
400 in the local fishing industry.  

With brightly-decorated 
streets, Ronda kicked off the 
daytime part of its annual 
fair in the town centre on 
Wednesday. The town’s feria 
is named in honour of Pedro 
Romero, a legendary local 
bullfighter from 200 years 
ago, and is known for period 
costumes in a style once 
painted by Francisco Goya. 
Wednesday’s event was in 
more typical flamenco dress 
but people return to cos-
tume on Saturday at the fa-
mous goyaesque bullfight.    

RONDA OPENS 

DAYTIME PART OF 

ITS GOYAESQUE  

FERIA FESTIVITIES 

:: M. GARCÍA

Left-wing councillors 
expelled by own party 

MARBELLA 
:: I.G.  The left-wing Costa del Sol 
Sí Se Puede (CSSP) party has ex-
pelled all eight of its councillors 
on Marbella, Estepona, Torremo-
linos and Benalmádena councils. 
They have been accused of pact-
ing with rival parties ahead of next 
May’s municipal elections. CSSP 
is the party used locally by Po-
demos, one of the parties suppos-
edly talked to directly by those ex-
pelled. They will continue as in-
dependents. 



August 31st to September 6th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH  13



August 31st to September 6th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH

14  NEWS

Malaga historian Isidoro 
Otero says the retinue 
carved a stone to pay 
tribute to the heroism of 
Sir James during the 
‘Braveheart’ campaign 

TEBA. History has a strange sense 
of humour. Since 2007 the Ar-
chaeological Museum in Álora has 
contained one of the most impor-
tantpieces from the medieval pe-
riod in Malaga, although nobody 
knows exactly what it was or who 
it related to. At first sight, it was 
easy to see that it was a type of fu-
neral stone in Celtic style, known 
as a stele, and similar to those that 
guarded the burial places of knights 
in Scotland in medieval times.  

It was found during the works 
for the high-speed AVE railway line 
somewhere between Teba and 
Álora, but there are no more de-
tails about the area in which it ap-
peared. More than ten years after 
being dug up, its origins have now 
been revealed and the story has 
taken an unexpected turn.  

To understand the origin of the 
stone, we have to turn to Archi-
dona. From there, and in a man-
ner completely unassociated with 
this discovery, Isidoro Otero, a his-
torian, academic and member of 
the Royal Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences in Antequera, set off on a 
journey to the past with which he 
managed to document that the leg-
end of Braveheart - referring to 
King Robert I of Scotland, other-
wise known as Robert the Bruce - 
began in the province of Malaga, 
specifically in Teba.  

The retinue charged with carry-
ing the deceased monarch’s heart 
to the Holy Land had arrived in   
Seville, where King Alfonso XI of 
Castile asked them to support him 

in conquering Teba from the Nas-
rids. There, at the foot of La Es-
trella castle, beside the Guadalteba 
river, the leader of the expedition 
and bearer of the valuable cargo, 
Sir James Douglas - a war hero and 
one of Robert the Bruce’s most 
loyal men - died in battle in 1330.  

Finding himself surrounded, he 
took the casket holding the heart 
from around his neck and hurled 
it into the path of the enemies, 
shouting the following: “Go, brave 
heart, in front as you desired, and 
Douglas will follow you or die.”  

In 2015, Otero featured this un-
expected story in his book ‘James 
Douglas, la cruzada de Braveheart’ 
(James Douglas, Braveheart’s cru-
sade). Meanwhile, the Celtic stone 
continued to wait in the museum, 
being studied by those responsi-
ble for preserving local heritage 

and the mayor of Álora, José Sán-
chez, who were looking for an-
swers but had been unable to find 
a clear explanation.  

“At the beginning of the year I 
rang Isidoro Otero because we be-
gan to suspect that it could have 
been associated with that episode 
of history,” says the mayor, who 
had already talked to some other 
experts beforehand. “Nobody could 
give us any clues,” he says.  

Douglas connection 
That was the start of an investiga-
tion from which the historian from 
Archidona was able to ascertain 
something that seemed quite ob-
vious but nobody had been able to 
see: the funeral stone was made 
by the soldiers who accompanied 
Douglas, in honour of his bravery 
on the battlefield. 

 “We knew that when the 
knight died, they separated his 
flesh from his bones; his heart was 
taken to the Scottish abbey of Mel-
rose, where it rests, but we didn’t 
know where they had buried his 
other remains,” he explains. 

After analysis, Otero concluded 
that the piece in the museum is 
the stone which guarded the bur-
ial place of the knight’s organic re-
mains. “They customarily used to 
leave the part that decomposes on 
the battlefield when they moved 
on, to avoid illnesses during the 
journey home,” he explains.  

Otero explained his theory last 
week in Teba itself, giving a talk 
attended by experts from all over 
the province and elsewhere in 
Spain. It took place just before the 
Douglas Days festival, during 
which local people also celebrate 

Sir Douglas never left Teba
The knight’s gravestone has been on display since  2007, but nobody knew what it was

FERNANDO 
TORRES

 Twitter: @fernandotorresu

The presence of any 
other knights of Celtic 
origin at that time has 
never been documented 

The soldiers separated 
the flesh from the 
bones and the heart, 
which were taken to 
Scotland 

X Celtic stele. A Greek 
cross with a circle, various  
‘triskels’ and two engravings. 
:: I. O.

 Journey into the past. 
Otero has travelled all over 
Scotland to document this story. 
:: I. O.
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the twinning of Teba with the 
Scottish town of Douglas in 2006.  

Ornamentation  
There were several reasons that made 
Otero conclude that this Celtic stele 
belonged to the Scottish hero. The 
first, possibly the most simple but 
at the same time the most impor-
tant, is that no other documented 
episode exists about Scottish knights 
or those from other such places in 
southern Spain - the Ockham’s ra-
zor  theory also applies in history: 
the most simple explanation is gen-
erally the most probable.  

“There are no other references to 
foreign lords on Spanish battlefields 
in medieval chronology; no more 
indications of this type of knight,”  
says Otero. Nor are there steles of 
this type anywhere else on the pen-
insula. “What we have in our hands 
is something absolutely unique,” 
he says.  

The rest of the argument is based 
on the symbology that adorns the 
stone. The representations are 
roughly executed, in contrast with 
the finesse with which the rest of 
the symbolic ornamentation is 
drawn, such as the ‘triskels’, spirals 
which represent eternal life. 

 On the lower part of the stone a 
scene is engraved which has been 
important in linking the stone with 
Sir James Douglas. “We can see a man 
on his knees or prostrate, receiving 
a type of reliquary from the hand of 
a lord above him; my interpretation 
is that it is Lord Moray delivering the 
heart of King Robert to Sir Douglas 
before he set off,” says Otero.  

At this point, several factors come 
into play. Part of the bibliography 
which talks of the journey of Rob-
ert the Bruce’s heart describes the 
organ being encased in silver, and 
hanging on the knight’s chest. Later 
findings - the heart was found dur-
ing excavations in Scotland at the 
end of the last century - left the de-
bate open about whether it was kept 
in a conical container to make it eas-
ier to transport. In the illustration 
you can see that what the prostrate 
man is being given a torque, “which 
could be the link of the support”.  

The rough way in which the 
stone is sculpted also indicates that 
it was the men on the expedition 
who made it: they were familiar 
with the basic shapes but not very 
agile when it came to creating the 

motifs most associated with the de-
ceased.  

On the left side of the stele you 
can see “a zoomorphic figure”, 
which is difficult to distinguish. 
However, after the analysis, it was 
decided that it is most probably a 
cow, and that is a key factor. The 
patron saint of the house of Doug-
las is St Bride; St Bride is a Chris-
tian interpretation of the Celtic 
goddess Brigid - a tripersonal deity 
of fire. According to mythology, 
Brigid was fed by a cow, and the 
form of representing this is, in 
many cases, through a bovine fig-
ure feeding her calves.  

Another reason for this historian’s 

certainty about the origin of the 
stele lies in the name of a district 
on the outskirts of Álora: Santa 
Brígida.  

“According to documentation, 
the church of Santa Brígida existed 
before the definitive conquest, so 
that fits in with the date of Doug-
las’ death. It could have been given 
that name because that’s where his 
remains lie,” he explains.  

This is the first in-depth analysis 
to have been carried out on the stele, 
but one thing is clear: the figure of 
Sir James Douglas has never aban-
doned Teba. Nor has his spirit, rooted 
in the legend of ‘Braveheart’, or his 
body (part of it, at least).

The engravings refer to 
the handing over of 
Robert the Bruce’s 
heart, and St Bride  

Historian Isidoro Otero 
believes the piece is 
“unique and of great 
historic value”

 Douglas Days. The town of Teba was transported 
back to the days of Sir James Douglas last weekend as locals 
and visitors enjoyed a medieval market, live music and his-
torical reenactments to celebrate the area’s Scottish links. 
The annual event coincides wuith the anniversary of the 
death of Douglas in Teba on 25 August 1330. :: SUR
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The conference will look at 
the practical challenges of 
Brexit for Gibraltar and will 
also analyse the analogies 
with Britain’s imperial past  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The Garrison Library 
will be hosting an important sympo-
sium from 20 to 22 September, on 
the subject of Bordering on Brexit: 
global Britain and the embers of Em-
pire. It has been organised by Dr Jen-
nifer Ballantine-Perea in conjunction 
with the University of Copenhagen 
and the Office of the Deputy Chief 
Minister, Dr Joseph Garcia, who holds 
the Brexit portfolio in Gibraltar.  

The symposium will analyse dif-
ferent aspects of Brexit in detail, in-
cluding the immediate practical chal-
lenges for Gibraltar, which voted over-
whelmingly for Britain to remain in 
the European Union.  

However, it will also look at Brit-
ain’s imperial past and the way im-
perial analogies have been used in as-
sociation with Brexit since the refer-
endum over two years ago. 

 The Conservative government’s 
vision of ‘Global Britain’ is one of sev-
eral instances where Britain’s impe-

rial past has been invoked to inspire 
confidence in a post-Brexit future, 
beckoning a divided nation back into 
the world. However in recent years 
any number of contemporary ills have 
been attributed variously to the 
shadow of the British empire, includ-
ing the recent Windrush immigra-
tion furore, disputes over UK mili-
tary deployments abroad and the re-
curring ructions over the Falkland Is-

lands. In education, the arts, muse-
ums, economic performance, immi-
gration policy and many other areas, 
Britain’s perceived failure to divest 
itself of worldly expectations is also 
frequently cited.  

The conference, which will take a  
more critical look at the persistence 
of these imperial analogies, will be 
opened by Dr Joseph Garcia on Thurs-
day 20 September. 

Bordering on Brexit symposium           
to be held in late September

IN BRIEF

Ocean campaigner 
swims English Channel 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. B. One of the campaigners who  
contributed to the decision to stop 
balloon releases in Gibraltar has just 
completed the first-ever swim of 
the whole length of the English 

Channel to raise awareness of the 
need to improve ocean protection, 
particularly in British waters.  

Lewis Pugh, a UN Oceans Ad-
vocate, will be back in Gibraltar in 
July to swim during the Natwest 
International Island Games, which 
will be linked to an international 
island environmental initiative 
for the first time. 

National Day 
celebrations on 10th 

GIBRALTAR 
::  D. B. Monday 10 September is 
National Day in Gibraltar, with the 
celebrations kicking off at 9.30am 
in Casemates Square with live mu-
sic and dance performances. Eve-
rybody dresses in the national col-
ours of red and white, and this   
day-long party is one of the most 
popular events on the calendar. 

‘Our Gibraltar’ photo 
exhibition 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. B. The entries for the ‘Our Gi-
braltar’ photographic competition 
can now been seen at the John 
Mackintosh Hall until Friday 7 Sep-
tember, on weekdays from 9.30am 
to 9.30pm. First prize in the com-
petition was won by Eddie Linares, 
with his photo called ‘Our Heri-
tage - Prince Albert’s Front’.

Lewis Pugh after completing his feat. :: LEWIS PUGH ON TWITTER

The conference will be held at the Garrison Library. :: SUR
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W
hen investors buy 
bonds, they sit 
across the table 
from a sophisti-

cated adversary. The fixed income 
market does not attract the most 
gifted analysts, as the money is in 
the equity market. This is ironic, 
because the job is more complex. 
Corporate bond investors need to 
understand all the issues affecting 
equity valuation, for this is what 
is underpinning a company’s sol-
vency. Businesses do not fail for 
lack of contracts, clients or inven-
tory, but for lack of cash flow.  

Many investors hold bonds in 
their portfolio for safety. This may 
be misplaced. US Treasury bonds 
trade in the deepest, most liquid 
market in the world, meaning 
that you can easily buy and sell at 
realistic prices. Default-free, non-
callable, full-faith and credit obli-
gations of US sovereign debt play 
a valuable role in protecting a 
portfolio in times of financial cri-
sis. A study of market history 
shows us that the same is true of 
the less liquid gilts (the UK 
equivalent of the US Treasury). 
However, looking for safety in 
Europe is more difficult, as it has a 
central bank but not a treasury, 
and does not issue collective debt. 

Unlike US Treasuries, corpora-
tions often issue debt with a ‘call’ 
option, giving the issuer the op-
tion to redeem or call the bonds af-
ter a certain date at a fixed price. If 
interests rates decline, companies 
exercise the option, call in the ex-
isting bonds (now paying a higher 
rate of interest than the market) 
and re-issue debt at a lower rate of 
interest. If interest rates rise, bond 
prices fall and the bond holder 

now holds a lower interest yield 
bond which shows a capital loss. 
High yield bonds present investors 
with the same callable disadvan-
tages as investment grade bonds, 
with an increased risk of default. 
High yield bonds below invest-
ment grade are called ‘junk’ bonds 
for a reason. Caveat emptor.  

It is a mystery why corporate 
bonds do not contain a ‘put’ option 
for the bond holder (an option 
which would allow the bond holder 
to enjoy the right to sell - put - the 
bond back to the issuer at a fixed 
price during a specified time). 

During the past 30 years it has 
been easy to make money in bonds, 
as interest rates have declined to 
historic lows. This is no longer the 
case. Furthermore, investment 
grade corporate bonds, high yield 
bonds, foreign bonds and asset-
backed bonds have characteristics 
which make them vulnerable in 
times of crisis, which argues 
against including them in a portfo-
lio for investment protection. 

Liquidity provides little value to 
the long-term investor, however 
corporate bond issues are much 
less liquid than government treas-
uries. Investors should examine 
whether they are adequately com-
pensated over treasuries for the 
credit, liquidity and call risk they 
are taking, and not harbour false 
expectations that they will pro-
vide a safe haven in times of a cri-
sis. They won’t.  

 
The comments and observations 

by the author are a reflection of his 
opinion and do not constitute an 

offer to buy and hold securities, nor 
does he receive any remuneration 

of any kind from names referred to. 

THE BIGGER PICTURE 
JEREMY BLATCH 

 

HEADS YOU WIN,                                  

TAILS I LOSE

   jb@ehh.gi 

                    
Consumers associations 
warn that vulnerable 
clients such as the 
elderly are suffering 
discrimination for not 
using the internet 

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. Online banking, which 
means customers can check their 
balance or send a transfer at any 
time of day or night, no matter 
where they are, is becoming more 
and more common, and banks have 
embraced the changes with enthu-
siasm. But there is another side to 
the story. These new facilities have 
led the banks to reduce staffing 
levels and close branches, and cli-
ents who prefer to do their bank-
ing in person are beginning to feel 
unwelcome, unless they are there 
to contract a new service. 

With the number of bank 
branches reduced by almost half - 
in 2008 there were 1,407 in Malaga 
province and now there are only 
787 - the system is trying to chan-
nel as much business as it can 
through digital methods and re-
duce the number of clients who 
visit the bank to carry out trans-
actions. This is done in two ways: 
encouraging and facilitating the 
use of online banking, and penal-
ising those who turn up at their 
local branch. Consumers associa-
tions are warning that the banks 
are doing this in two ways: by 
charging commission for transac-
tions which used to be free, and 
restricting the hours during which 
certain transactions, such as pay-
ing bills, are permitted.  

Alejandro García, of consumer 
federation Facua’s legal depart-
ment in Andalucía, says the clo-
sure of branches and restrictions 
are “worrying” especially in rural 
villages where there are now no 
banks or a branch  that only opens 

for a few hours a week. “It is un-
fortunate for people who don’t 
have internet and need personal 
attention,” he says. He insists that 
the authorities should take action 
to prevent this “financial exclu-
sion” of vulnerable people, such 
as the elderly.  

Banks are also charging more 
commission than ever before: 
there are now 36 different types, 
according to the Bank of Spain, 
including account maintenance, 
overdraft, debit and credit cards, 
transfers, use of ATMs, paying 
money into someone else’s ac-
count and in some cases  even for 
printing out a statement.  

Banks say these can be avoided 
by, for example, having your sal-
ary paid into your account, spend-
ing a certain amount on your card 
in a year, contracting insurance 
or a savings product, or keeping 
a minimum balance in the ac-
count. However, consumer asso-
ciations warn that these should 
be analysed carefully because in 
the end they could end up cost-
ing even more than the commis-
sion. Be sure to read the small 
print, compare such offers with 
other banks, and only contract 
what you really need, they advise.

Banks charge commission to try        
to stop clients visiting branches

19 billion€ 
is the income earned in com-
mission by members of the 
Spanish Banking Association in 
2017, 7.2% more than in 2016. 

400 
euros is what the average con-
sumer in Spain pays in commis-
sion a year according to a study 
by banking watchdog Adicae. 

787 
bank branches are open in the 
province of Malaga, practically 
half of the number in 2008.  

36 
euros a year is the maximum 
that banks can charge for main-
tenance of a basic bank account, 
according to a regulation being 
prepared by the government.

FIGURES

Clients waiting for attention in a bank branch. :: SUR ARCHIVE
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L
ast Friday, the Socialist 
government of Pedro 
Sánchez approved a de-
cree to exhume the re-

mains of Francisco Franco from 
the controversial mausoleum 
near Madrid where he is buried. 
Franco - fascist ruler of Spain 
from the end of the Civil War in 
1939 until his death in 1975 - is 
currently interred in the Valley 
of the Fallen, underneath a gran-
ite crucifix 150 metres high.  

According to the new man-
date, the former dictator’s re-
mains will be removed from this 
site and given to his family to 
bury elsewhere. It’s a move im-
bued with great symbolism for 
many Spaniards, but what will it 
actually achieve? 

The objections to Franco’s co-
lossal resting place are under-
standable. Franco ordered and 
oversaw construction of the Val-
ley of the Fallen, using political 
prisoners as labourers, between 
1940 and 1959. It is the burial 
site of around 33,000 victims of 
the conflict - from both Republi-
can and Nationalist sides - of the 
“generalissimo” himself and of 
José Antonio Primo de Rivera, 
who founded the fascist Spanish 
Falange in 1933 (his father 
Miguel Primo de Rivera, Spain’s 
military dictator between 1923 
and 1930, is remembered by a 
grand statue in the centre of 
Jerez de la Frontera). 

Franco’s and Rivera’s graves 
are the only ones visible in the 
Valley of the Fallen; the rest are 
packed away in unnamed, decay-
ing tombs. Every November, on 
the closest Saturday to the 20th 
(the date of Franco’s death in 
1975), groups of “nostálgicos” - 

admirers of Franco - congregate 
to pay tribute to the military 
leader, who sparked off a conflict 
in which an estimated half a mil-
lion Spaniards lost their lives. 
The widely-felt hatred of this 
site was summed up by Spain’s 
deputy prime minister Carmen 
Calvo last week, when she said 
that a monument glorifying 
Franco is “totally unacceptable 
for a democracy like ours”.  

Yet it is precisely the nature of 
Spain’s democracy that makes 
her government’s decision con-
troversial. It’s a democracy that 
was founded on an agreement 
made between supporters and 
enemies of Franco after his death 
- the so-called “Pact of Forget-
ting”. This attempted to erase 
from collective memory crimes 
committed during the Civil War 
and ensuing dictatorship.  

For this reason, Sánchez’s op-
ponents accuse him of divisively 
raking up the past; indeed, Popu-
lar Party (PP) leader Pablo 
Casado says that exhuming 
Franco will do nothing except 
“re-open old wounds” (unsur-
prising, given that the PP was 
founded in 1989 by a former 
member of Franco’s regime). 

Digging up Franco is the nec-
essary first stage of a much more 
challenging task - namely, decid-
ing what to do with the Valley 
of the Fallen once the dictator’s 
remains are gone. The best sug-
gestion, made by Spain’s last So-
cialist government, was to turn 
it into a museum and education 
centre focused on the Civil War. 
Only if Sánchez can achieve 
something like that will 
Franco’s exhumation prove 
worthwhile.   

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

DIGGING                                           

DEEP

                       

SPAIN

The Valencian town of Buñol kept its annual date with tonnes of to-
matoes on Wednesday morning in one of Spain’s most striking festi-
vals. In all 130 tonnes were distributed from six lorries during the 
mammoth food fight that lasted an hour. This year, for the first 
time, the crowds were limited to 20,000 and tickets sold in an at-
tempt to return the party to a safer, more spontaneous atmosphere.  

:: EFE

PAINTING THE TOWN TOMATO RED 

There has been politicial 
support for a woman 
injured in Barcelona last 
weekend as organised 
groups work under cover 
of darkness 

:: CRISTIAN REINO 

BARCELONA.  They are calling it 
the “War of the Yellow Ribbons”, 
the increasingly high-profile at-
tempts to remove the yellow ties 
that have been placed in an im-
promptu fashion in public places in 
Catalonia by those in favour of in-
dependence or against the impris-
onment of pro-separatist leaders. 

On Wednesday, prominent poli-
tician, Albert Rivera, national leader 
of centrist Ciudadanos, and his re-

gional Catalan leader, Inés Arrima-
das, were in the town of Alella, in 
Barcelona province, untying yel-
low plastic ties from street railings. 

Pro-Spanish politicians  have been 
calling for local people in Catalonia 
to take down the “divisive” symbols 
of separatism as the region prepares 
for its traditional annual festival later 
this month and the anniversary of 
the outlawed declaration of independ-
ence last October. 

There are more signs tension is 
escalating. There were scuffles at  
a demonstration held in Barcelona 
on Wednesday in favour of a 
woman who was assaulted while 
trying to take down some ribbons 
last weekend. And some 80 people 
took to Catalan streets in the early 
hours of  Tuesday with their faces cov-
ered to remove some of the symbols.   

Albert Rivera, leader of Ciudadanos, removes the plastic ties in Alella, Catalonia, on Wednesday. :: EFE

Tensions over removal of Catalan 
separatists’ yellow ribbon symbol 

Translation “error” sees  
Puigdemont’s lawsuit 
lose credibility 

Ex-Catalan leader, Carles Puigde-
mont, has seen his attempt to sue 
a Supreme Court judge lose credi-
bility. The self-exiled separatist, 
who is wanted in Spain, pre-
sented a compensation claim to 
Belgian courts. It said the Spanish 
judge had publicly said he was 
guilty, which affected his right to 
a fair trail. The French translation 
of the original said, “Yes, it was 
what happened” rather than “If 
that is what happened”.   Whether 
it was a translation error or a de-
liberate change, nobody is saying.

:: SUR 

MADRID.   The prime minister, Pe-
dro Sánchez, began a five-day visit  
to Latin America on Monday. In the 
tour he has been meeting with the 
leaders of Chile, Bolivia, Colombia 
and Costa Rica. Spain is a key inves-
tor in Latin America and the visit 
is also designed to improve ties with 
the new Socialist government.  

However, with the region’s repu-
tation for past human rights abuse 
and dictatorship, the PM’s plans to 

remove the body of Spain’s own late 
dictator, Francisco Franco, to a less 
ostentatious grave was not far from 
people’s minds. In Chile on Mon-
day he praised that country’s efforts 
to come to terms with the dictator-
ship of Augustus Pinochet and a na-
tional museum on the subject. 

In Bolivia, leader Evo Morales 
promised that, despite controver-
sial past nationalisation policies, 
Spanish investment was safe in his 
country at a meeting in Santa Cruz.  

PM talks business and human 
rights on tour of Latin America 

Sánchez with Bolivian leader. :: EFE
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M
any moons ago, when 
I first started to per-
form original songs in 
folk and acoustic mu-

sic clubs in the North West of Eng-
land, the deal was that you went 
along to play a tune or two at these 
fine places in order to get some 
stage experience and to develop 
your craft. Eventually, after a few 
months, and if you’d improved 
sufficiently, you might even be 
lucky enough to be asked back to 
do a paid gig - this, there can be 
no doubt, was the holy grail for 
all beginners.  

The people who attended these 
clubs  - musicians and general pub-
lic alike -  were generally very sup-
portive but could also be fairly 
brutal, especially if newcomers 
were seen to be showing any signs 
of over-confidence.  

I remember one particular eve-

ning in a club on the outskirts of 
Liverpool when I got up to play a 
song after having triumphed there 
the previous week when the 
crowd had been very generous 
with both their applause and their 
words of appreciation. This time, 
although the reaction was rather 
more subdued, I was still hopeful 
of getting the nod for a paid gig 
shortly and waited expectantly 
in the bar supping on a pint, an-
ticipating more than just a few 
compliments. 

After a while, a wizened old 
chap approached me, stroking his 
unkempt beard and sporting a 
largely toothless grin.  

“Some beautiful notes in that 
song you just sang, son.” His 
scouse accent was as thick as the 
cigarette smoke that engulfed us. 

“Oh, that’s very kind. Thank 
you v...” 

“They were all sung in com-
pletely the wrong order, but they 
were beautiful notes all the same.” 

The three or four people within 
ear shot guffawed heartily at my 
expense and, to be honest, I had 
to laugh too - it was the perfectly 
weighted put-down. The thought 
of anyone getting ideas above their 
station in these parts was com-
plete anathema. I soon came to 
realise the importance of lessons 
like these for young performers 
and, these days, at our open mic 
nights at The Shakespeare I try to 
introduce a bit of the same when-
ever appropriate.  

I think it’s paying off - many of 
the musicians don’t seem to be 
taking themselves quite as seri-
ously as they did. 

It might even be time to offer 
some of them a paid gig - the holy 
grail.

Confidence tricks
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

T
he last week of August is 
always an odd one - there’s 
never a great deal going on 
as the newsmakers 

squeeze the last drop out of their 
summer holidays before they go back 
to the office. 

This week, however, has been a 
colourful if not eventful one. The 
Vuelta a España, often compared to 
a multi-coloured snake, wound its 
way through the province of Malaga, 
before shooting off to brighten up 
the rest of the country.  

Towards the end of their three-
week ordeal the cyclists will hit 
Catalonia, where the colour yel-
low has become predominant. Pro-
separatists have been placing their 
yellow ribbons in all sorts of pub-

lic places in recent weeks and 
months, from beaches to round-
abouts, to draw attention to the 
plight of the former leaders they 
refer to as political prisoners and 
to their cause for independence.  

If they had been put there for 
any other reason than a political 
one - a charitable cause, perhaps - 
those yellow ribbons could be con-
sidered a bright and cheerful addi-
tion to the urban landscape. But 
no, they are just a reminder of the 
tension of a divided community. 
One side puts a ribbon on the fence; 
the other takes it away. At least it 
provides a visual image for a politi-
cal squabble when normally all we 
have are words to digest. 

One place the Vuelta’s snake 

won’t be winding through, how-
ever, is the town of Buñol near Va-
lencia. They’ve had plenty of col-
our there this week though with 
the annual Tomatina tomato fight. 
Perhaps the politicians in Catalo-
nia should drop their yellow rib-
bons now and throw red tomatoes 
at each other instead. Both colours 
form part of the Spanish and the 
Catalan flags so everyone can reach 
their own conclusions while watch-
ing the entertainment. 

Meanwhile to find blue this 
week we can go back to the 14th 
century to when Sir James Doug-
las was fighting on the battlefield 
near Teba, presumably showing his 
blue and white three-starred coat 
of arms. Last weekend the blue and 
white Saltire decorated the town, 
which was at the centre of one of 
many bloody battles in medieval 
Spain.  

At least we can be thankful that 
in the 21st century politicians fight 
over territory by waving yellow 
ribbons in each other’s faces rather 
than drawing swords - for the time 
being.

Colours
RACHEL HAYNES

PACHI

Unhappy with tree felling

I am writing to inform the citi-
zens of Benalmádena of the cut-
ting down of 30 trees alongside 
the stream called Arroyo del La-
gar as it passes through the ur-
banisation of Casablanca. The 
neighbours there were fed up 
with not having sea views so 
they decided to take things into 
their own hands.  

Last year they illegally cut 
half a dozen trees on the river-
bank and got into trouble with 
the Medio Ambiente depart-
ment in the council.   

This year they have managed 
(goodness knows how) to get 
permission from the ‘Confed-
eración de Aguas’ who are 
meant to protect the river 
banks!  

The roots of these trees hold 
the earth together on the riv-
erbank so cutting these trees 
will in the long term cause soil 

erosion, and in the case of a flash 
flood, as older people in the vil-
lage remember, the water would 
cause even bigger mud slides 
than if the vegetation were 
holding it together.  

The owls that nest in those 
trees will be forced to leave 
along with other animals, like 
martens and genets which use 
the protected area to come 
down after dark to hunt rodents. 
Gone the predators, we will be 
overrun by rats. 

Please do not let greedy home 
owners who want to improve 
the value of their houses by giv-
ing them sea views ruin a small 
but richly inhabited area which 
acts like a haven and resting 
place for all sorts of wildlife, in-
cluding birds migrating. 

 
JENI MITCHELL 

BENALMÁDENA

Plastic ideas 

I was just reading your article on 
plastic bottles (Do it for the 
Money, if not for the Planet, 
Comment, August 24th). 

A while back I sent a letter to 
the Medio Ambiente 
department of Mijas 
council. I suggested 
that Mijas could be a 
pioneer in Spain by 
introducing a system 

to buy used plastic containers 
and cans, by weight, for small 
sums of money. Of course there 
has been no reply. 

In Denmark (and other Scan-
dinavian countries I’m sure, but 
due to my roots, I only know of 
Denmark), the kids collect drink 
cans from the parks and gardens 
and hand them in to the shops 
in return for money. The same 
happens with plastic drink bot-
tles. When you buy a drink there 
is a small refundable charge on 
each that you get back when you 
return the empty one. 

Something has to be done and 
unfortunately people are often 
driven by money, so if there is 
something in it for them, they’ll 
“collect and deliver”, exactly as 
you said in your article. 

 
SONJA BRYCE 

MIJAS 

I’ve been scammed 

I would like to warn people 
about a scam I was taken in by 
today. It works like this. You are 
walking along minding your 
own business when a clipboard 
is thrust under your nose. You 
look and see it is a petition of 
some kind, look at the smiling 
girl urging you to sign it, and 
read that it is for a “national in-
ternational centre for the deaf 
and dumb”.  

You query this and then get 
slightly embarrassed that the 
girl can’t answer, but she 
points to show you it’s in both 
Spanish and English, and you 
think there’s no harm in sign-
ing anyway.  

Then she points to the ‘do-
nations’ column where other 
signees have apparently all writ-
ten “10 euros” but you offer her 
two.  

She shakes her head and jabs 
at the paper again, you shake 
your head and say “dos” and 
then she speaks. “No, TEN, 
minimum,” she says, and you 
realise you’ve been had. Ask for 
your two euros back but she just 
scowls and goes off to find her 
next victim. 
 
MEGAN JONES 
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D
riving down into 
the valley I was 
confronted by the 
rich texture of the 
city spreading out 
before me. Sur-

rounded by fields, and framed by 
the Middle Atlas mountains beyond, 
the urban cityscape was a mass of 
clustered buildings of warm sand-
stone, with bursts of saffron yellow, 
punctuated by splashes of green 
from roof tiles and date palms that 
towered over secret walled gardens. 

I’ll never forget the first time I 
visited Fez. I’d taken the fast ferry 
over from Tarifa, muddled my way 
though the border shenanigans at 
Tangier, then drove down from the 
foothills of the Riff mountains, past 

cedar forests and through terracotta-
coloured Berber hamlets until reach-
ing the city of Fez. 

The few hundred kilometres had 
been a memorable journey of nego-
tiating unmarked roads and hair-pin 
bends; avoiding donkeys and resi-
dents that would tray into the road 
without warning; and paying cash 
fines to elegantly-dressed traffic po-
lice who occasionally emerged from 

seemingly nowhere to tell me I’d 
been speeding (on a road with no 
speed signs!). 

Yet the real adventure began 
when I entered the medina. Strik-
ing archways through the city walls 
led into a tightly-packed commu-
nity of hundreds of thousands of 
residents living among workshops, 
bakeries, markets and mosques. 

Time travel 
That first visit was back in 2006. Re-
turning to Fez more than a decade 
later (there’s now a direct flight from 
Seville) I was pleased to see that the 
city had retained its unique atmos-
phere - and yet it also felt so very 
different. I hope Fez doesn’t become 
the next Marrakech, a city that now 

when I visit feels at times more like 
a European capital than an exotic 
north African metropolis. 

So, head to Fez now, as times are 
changing fast. The new airport ter-
minal brings many more Europeans 
seeking a city break with a compel-
ling flavour of authentic Morocco, 
yet they arrive with an insatiable 
appetite for chic hotels and stylish 
restaurants. 

Founded back in the eighth cen-
tury by the Idrisid dynasty, the first 
royal family to rule over all of Mo-
rocco, Fez became the capital of Mo-
rocco and evolved into a commer-
cial and cultural hub. 

Fez is now a tale of three cities. 
First there is ‘Fès el-Bali’ (old Fez), 
the UNESCO World Heritage med-

ina that thankfully remains a thriv-
ing community for thousands. Then 
there is ‘Fès el-Jdid’ (New Fez) 
founded in the 13th century by the 
Marinids dynasty. Finally, the new-
est part of Fez, is the ‘Ville Nouvelle’, 
the contemporary commercial dis-
trict, with its wide palm-lined ave-
nues, built at the beginning of the 
20th century by the French during 
the era of the French and Spanish 
protectorates. 

Magical medina 
For many, though, the magic is 
found in the intoxicating and cha-
otic daily life of the medina. Recent 
years have seen significant invest-
ment in the restoration of this re-
markable place, said to be the larg-
est car-free urban area in the world. 
During my first visit one would see 
dereliction and dilapidation every-
where. From the rooftop of the ho-
tel I would look down and see neigh-
bouring riads falling apart; their cen-
tral patios filled with debris. Not so 
much now. 

Following the growth of Marra-
kech, local and national government 
have worked to restore Fez. This is 
a huge task, as throughout Old and 
New Fez one is confronted by re-
markable architecture - the city’s 
legacy from when it was the epicen-
tre for religion, science, the arts and 
commerce in Morocco. These build-
ings are a lasting testament to when 
each imperial dynasty tried to outdo 
the last with highly-decorated 
mosques and religious colleges. 

Fez was a city that grew over the 
centuries through immigration, in-
cluding Jews and Muslims from Tu-
nisia and the east, and refugees from 
Andalucía, each bringing their cul-
tural and commercial influences.  

However, the ongoing restora-
tion work in Fez is not just for com-
mercial gain. Al-Qarawiyyin, said 
to be the world’s longest-running 
university, has undergone a renewal, 
and its priceless manuscripts from 

Fez, authentically Moroccan

For many, the magic of Fez is found in the intoxicating and chaotic daily life of the medina. :: SUR

This ancient, imperial city has one of the Arab world’s most remarkable medieval medinas

ANDREW 
FORBES

 Twitter: @andrewaforbes
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medieval scholars are being pre-
served. The city also hosts interna-
tional cultural events, such as the 
annual Festival of Sacred Music (in 
June). 

Residents and foreigners have 
also invested in Fez to recreate the 
beauty of this ancient city. Tradi-
tional riad houses have been care-
fully renovated; once again used as 
family homes, or reimagined as 
guesthouses, boutique hotels, or 
elegant restaurants.   

Fast food 
Yet some things can’t change. Get-
ting around on foot is the only way 
in the old quarters, but it obliges 
you to really experience Fez. You 
must have your wits about you as 
residents haven’t time to accommo-
date disorientated tourists. Com-
mercial traffic of laden donkeys, bar-
rows, carts and noisy diesel pickups 
is a constant element of street life. 

So too, is food. While discovering 
the streets and souks, your senses 
will be bombarded with sights and 
smells that will whet your appetite; 
from the aroma of freshly-baked 
bread and the spicy smoke from bro-
chette meat skewers cooking over 
charcoal, to the colours and textures 
of juicy dates piled high, or sweet 
pastries made with honey tempt-

ingly displayed on streetside stalls. 
For tasty fast food on the go, try a 
sandwich made from khobz, the 
ubiquitous flat, crusty bread. Spilt 
open and filled with barbequed 
meat, olives, herbs and a little harissa 
red pepper sauce, they make a quick, 
cheap and mouth-watering lunch. 

Artisans and ateliers 
Lost within the warren of alleyways, 
it doesn’t take long before you find 
craftspeople working in their 

cramped studio workshops that open 
onto the street. Various parts of the 
medina are dedicated to different 
trades and guilds including henna 
and cosmetics, weavers, metal-work-
ers, shoe-makers and leather-work-
ers. The creativity is inspiring. 

What’s different now, as I return 
to the city, is that chic galleries and 
art studios are emerging in Fez, 
showcasing the world-class quality 
of the artistic products here. Fez is 
renowned for its pottery too, but 

you must head just outside the cen-
tre to the potteries on the edge of 
town, where their wood-burning 
kilns are allowed. I bought intri-
cately-patterned dishes which I use 
at home almost every day, remind-
ing me of when the salesman stood 
on a pile of them to show me just 
how strong they were! 

Riad refuge 
With the ongoing refurbishment of 
the medina has come a renewed re-

spect for the city’s few green spaces. 
The ninth-century Muslim immi-
grants from Andalucía brought a 
unique style, aesthetic and interpre-
tation of the Arab art of combining 
gardens, water and architecture, in-
spiring designs throughout the city.  

Jardin Jnan Sbil, a beautiful city 
green space, once known as Bou Je-
loud Gardens, is found between Old 
and New Fez, close to the mellah 
Jewish quarter, and the Blue Gate. 
The park is a refreshing place to take 
a break. 

That said, the most valuable calm 
and tranquillity will be within your 
riad hotel. These traditional palatial 
homes feel sealed-off from the real 
world. They have high walls, with 
few, if any, windows onto the out-
side street. Instead rooms face in-
wards, overlooking the central An-
dalusian-style patio, where a trick-
ling fountain encourages a medita-
tive peace that is the perfect anti-
dote to the pandemonium outside. 

Fez is changing fast and who 
knows what it will be like in another 
ten years? But one thing seems con-
sistent, and that’s the enthralling, 
captivating ancient medina. This 
medieval town has retained its soul; 
it may have been touched by the 
21st century but it remains truly 
connected to its illustrious past.

While discovering the souks, your senses will be bombarded with sights and smells. :: SUR

TRAVEL
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:: ANDREW FORBES 

The former capital of the King-
dom of Morocco, and one of the 
oldest Muslim imperial cities in 
the world, Fès (as it is known in 
French) makes for a compelling 
destination. Its old town, the 
UNESCO World Heritage medie-
val medina, is spellbinding. 

 

STAY: 

Riad Tizwa 

If you are looking a friendly and 
relaxed stay within an historic 
medina house, then consider Riad 
Tizwa, where the team offers a 
welcoming and affordable guest 
experience. This is a thoughtfully-
restored, authentic riad, with lots 
of Fassi and Moroccan style. 
  
RiadTizwa.com 

Riad Idrissy 

For a bohemian experience, try 
this 400-year-old mansion with 
a half dozen guest rooms. The 
riad, with its eclectic design, is 
best known for The Ruined Gar-
den courtyard restaurant.  

RiadIdrissy.com 

Hotel Sahrai 

With cocktails and sunset views 
over the Fez medina, this chic, up-
scale 50-room hotel located on a 
small hill outside of old town is 
architect-designed and built in 
classic Moroccan style with ex-
quisite interiors by Parisian de-
signer Christophe Pillet. The ho-
tel has a Givenchy Spa and sophis-
ticated urban rooftop bar.  
 
HotelSahrai.com 

Riad Fès 

If you are celebrating a special oc-
casion, then stay at the spectacu-
lar and seductive Riad Fès. This up-
scale, Relais & Châteaux hotel & 
spa has outstanding rooms, enchant-
ing patio courtyards, a tranquil gar-
den, pool and rooftop terrace. 
 
RiadFes.com 

 

EAT: 

Yalla, Yalla 

For an insider’s perspective of Fez, 

ask your hosts for recommenda-
tions. Richard and Daniel of Riad 
Tizwa for example, recommend 
Yalla, Yalla, a characterful street 
café close to the medina’s famous 
Blue Gate ‘Bab Boujloud’, as it “of-
fers good people watching and the 
food is surprisingly good and ex-
cellent value”. 

The Ruined Garden 

A unique setting for lunch or din-
ner, The Ruined Garden has 
breathed new life into the site of 
a dilapidated merchant’s house. 
Tables are set among potted plants, 
in this creative, overgrown, but 
romantic setting. 
 
RuinedGarden.com 

Dar Roumana 

This beautifully-restored Fassi riad 
guesthouse has an elegant Franco-
Moroccan fusion restaurant, with 
a menu that promises to go “be-
yond tagine and couscous”. 
 
DarRoumana.com 

Nur Restaurant 

Chef Najat Kaanache, born in San 
Sebastián to Moroccan parents, 
is the culinary mastermind be-
hind Nur, one of the finest res-
taurants in the country, where 
contemporary style and flair 
showcase Moroccan cuisine. The 
building (formerly Restaurant 
Numéro 7) is a masterpiece in 
monochrome aesthetic by res-
taurant owner and designer Ste-
phen di Renza. 
 
Nur.ma 

Fez Café Restaurant 

Le Jardin des Biehn, a former sum-
mer palace with an Andalusian 
garden, has been given new life 
by the French Biehn family. Its 
Fez Café Restaurant is where Chef 
Hicham Moufid promises an ex-
otic meal evocative of 1001 Nights. 
 
JardinDesBiehn.com 

Café Clock Fez 

Visitors to Marrakech will already 
be familiar with the style of this 
culture café. The Fez outpost is a 
tourist hotspot that endeavours to 
serve some local culture with its 
international menu, through story-
telling workshops, a cooking school 
and live music. (Opening in 
Chefchaouen soon.) 

Fez.CafeClock.com 
 

DO: 

Walking tour 

The city has endeavoured to make 
it easier to navigate Old Fez with 
colour-coded signposted itinerar-
ies that take you to monuments, 
palaces, gardens, artisan workshops 
and the city walls. Getting lost is 
part of the adventure, but if you’re 
looking for a guide, Plan It Morocco 
is consistently well-reviewed. 
 
Plan-It-Morocco.com 

Madrasas and merdesas 

Although mosques are only open 

to Muslims,  some of the city’s his-
toric Islamic colleges are open to 
visitors and each are a showcase 
of fine imperial architecture and 
Moroccan craftsmanship, with ex-
ceptionally ornate tiles, ancient 
carved cedar wood ceilings, and 
intricate stonework. 

Al-Attarine Madrasa is consid-
ered one of the most beautiful 
buildings built during the Marinid 
dynasty; SSahrij Medersa, also from 
the 14th century, is a tranquil place 
in the Andalusian quarter; while 
Bou Inania is probably the most 
remarkable, and extravagant of 
them all. 
 
VisiteFes.com/en/ 

Barter and bargain 

Shopping in the souks can be a 
little tiring with the assertive 
shopkeepers, but the Coin Ber-
bere boutique (in the Haddadine 
district) is well known for sell-
ing artisan rugs and antique pot-
tery, decorated in blue and white, 
for which Fez is renowned. If you 
shop alone, prices will be better 
(as no commission is paid to 
guides). 

Chaouwara Tanneries 

One of the iconic sights of Fez, 
the Chaouwara / Chouara tan-
nery, the largest of the city’s three 
tanneries, is a piece of living his-
tory that dates to the 11th cen-
tury. The stench of the open pits 
can be a little strong at times, as 
cow urine and pigeon excrement 
is used to tan the leather. 

The dying process is striking to 
witness, as workers stand almost 
waist deep in vibrant vats filled 
with solutions coloured by organic 
plant dyes and pigments.

THE INSIDER GUIDE

Fez

Café Clock.

Puccini Bomboni Chocolate.

Hotel Sahrai.

NUR restaurant.

Tannery vats.

TRAVEL
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I
t was the chance to visit an old 
college friend that gave me an 
excuse to explore this eye-wa-
teringly beautiful part of the 

world. A first-time visitor to Canada, 
I wanted to get the most out of the 
holiday - and what better way to do 
that than a road trip. 

But before we hit the road, I spent 
a couple of days in Vancouver wan-
dering around the city on foot and on 
bicycle. Vancouver struck me as a 
clean, modern and bustling city with 
an abundance of skyscrapers for a city 
that size - all set against a snow-capped 
mountain range. 

But despite its grandiose appear-
ance, the downtown area is relatively 
small and can easily be crossed on 
foot in less than an hour. I recom-
mend a trip to the top of the Vancou-
ver Lookout Tower (only 12 bucks) 
where you are treated to unrivalled 
views of the skyline and, if money 
permits, there’s a rather expensive 
restaurant on the top floor too. 

Other highlights included a stroll 
around China Town and Gastown, 
the latter being the oldest part of the 
city, out of which Vancouver grew in 
the 1870s. Here you will find the in-

famous steam clock, which as the 
name suggests, is a clock that runs on 
steam and subsequently draws a big 
crowd on the street. 

Those who like to bury their noses 
in a book should visit Macleod’s 
Books, an old-world second-hand 
book store where they are piled al-
most to the ceiling in a chaotic, but 

charming manner.  
However, the highlight was hir-

ing a bicycle and cycling around the 
old sea wall, which at 28 kilometres 
in length, claims to be the world’s 
longest uninterrupted waterfront 
path (it certainly felt like it). 

Along the path there were totem 
poles, cannons, lighthouses and more 

photo opportunities than you a shake 
a selfie stick at. 

Back in Blighty 
Day three saw us catch a two-hour 
ferry from Tsawwassen to Vancou-
ver Island, where we then headed to 
the capital of British Columbia, Vic-
toria. This charming and magnificent 

seaside town has a very British feel 
to it. This could be due to the archi-
tecture, including the hugely impres-
sive British Columbia Parliament 
Building or the Fairmont Express Ho-
tel and its traditional afternoon tea, 
or perhaps something to do with the 
boat-lined Inner Harbour where scores 
of people queue up for fresh fish and 
chips.  That and there are quite a few 
Union Jacks flying around. 

For the princely sum of 40 bucks, 
Ocean Island Inn Backpackers Suites 
in Victoria provided one of the best-
value hostel experiences I’ve ever 
had.  We stayed in a double room, 
with breakfast and dinner included, 
and a free welcoming cocktail - all in 
a very central location.  

From this night I made two impor-
tant observations about locals: Cana-
dians can’t understand the word “wa-
ter” when pronounced in a British 
accent; and it is compulsory for all 
Canadian males under the age of 40 
to wear a baseball cap. 

Something else I noticed, not just 
in Victoria, but all along the road trip, 
is the sheer volume of independent 
breweries everywhere. The local beer 
was very popular among the locals 
in each place we stopped, and some-
thing I was quite happy to experience 
too. 

Goats on a roof 
Day four, which had an ominous start 
thanks to a parking ticket and a dent 
in the hire car, saw us drive to the 
aptly titled Goats on a Roof market. 
Why is it called that? Because there 
are goats eating grass on the roof of 
the market, of course. 

It’s worth a stop for that novelty 
alone, although truth be told we did 
buy some delicious cheese and pep-
peroni sticks there. 

We then passed Cathedral Grove, 
which is an endangered remnant of 
an ancient Douglas fir forest. The big-
gest trees here are about 800 years 
old and measure 75m (250ft) in height 
and 9m (29ft) in circumference. Ac-
cording to history experts, and Goo-
gle, these trees are the survivors of a 
forest fire that ravaged the area about 
350 years ago - and are well worth a 
visit for a lovely walk and some 
memorable photos. 

The seaside town of Tofino boasts 
an abundance of breathtaking moun-

The view from the  
top of Lone Cone  

trail on Meares  
Island. :: A. BOLTON

Oh, Canada!

TRAVEL

Bear watching, 
kayaking and goats on 
a roof — those were 
just some of the 
highlights of a 10-day 
road trip through 
British Columbia

ASH                     
BOLTON

 ashbolton@hotmail.com 

Seeing a bear up close. :: A. B.
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tain vistas, forests as far as the eye 
can see and plenty of hiking and wa-
ter-based activities - all set against 
the backdrop of a lively town with a 
hippy vibe. Here we spent four nights 
camping in Green Point Camp Ground 
on Long Beach, which was about 20 
kilometres from Tofino. 

The fearsome threesome 

For those of us who camp in Spain, 
let me tell you that it is quite a shock 
to hear that the campsite is roamed 
at night by none other than the fear-
some threesome: bears, wolves and 
cougars. So yes, any food that you 
cook is not to be left in your tent and 
instead locked in bear-proof cages 
dotted around the campsite. And woe 
betide anyone who accidentally drops 
food on the floor outside their tent.  

One of the park rangers cheerfully 
recalled how a family had awoken at 
3am one morning to find a wolf in 
the outer section of their tent. They 
were of course hysterical. Let’s just 
say when you made it to the sanctu-
ary of the toilet block (with animal 
proof doors) in the middle of the night 
to do your business, you felt relieved 
that you hadn’t been mauled along 
the way. However, if you follow the 
simple rules the chances of meeting 
one of these ferocious beasts is actu-
ally quite remote. 

Dodging these beasts aside, how-
ever, the town had a variety of activi-
ties on offer. One to be recommended 
is climbing the Lone Cone trail on 
Meares Island (40 bucks). At a height 
of 730 metres, this is easily the most 
difficult, but most rewarding hike 
I’ve ever had the displeasure of com-
pleting. After reluctantly signing a 
waiver that it would be my fault if I 
was mauled by a bear while attempt-
ing this feat, we set off up the trail, a 
near vertical slog. 

Armed with a hangover, unsuit-
able clothing and an inadequate sup-
ply of water, it probably wasn’t the 
smartest choice of activity that morn-

ing. But three hours later and we were 
at the top drinking a shot of celebra-
tory whisky and soaking up some 
stunning views. 

The way down had an exciting 
twist. Being on constant high bear 
alert, a lone hiker decided to creep up 
behind us and announce his arrival 
with a loud crash, causing us to shriek 
in a  manner I’m sure he felt was quite 
amusing.  

In search of bears 

Another day saw us hire kayaks 
(www.blackbearkayak.com) and in 
a group of six we duly paddled out to 
a number of remote islands in search 
of bears. Having never seen a real-life 
bear, I’m chuffed to say we saw a grand 
total of three that afternoon, and 
managed to get as close as 10 metres 
to the bears while quietly bobbing up 
and down from the safety of our 
kayak.  

This was the undoubted highlight 
of the trip for me, and we had a fan-
tastic and knowledgeable guide called 
“Hunter” (yes, that’s his real name).  

It was only on the boat trip back 
to the main land with the kayaks that 
we were then shown a photo of one 
of the guides being followed by an 
orca in the same stretch of water, 
where we had just spent two-and-a-
half hours floating. 

As for Tofino, anybody who has 
been to Tarifa in Spain would recog-
nise a similar laid-back vibe in the 
town. Peppered with a number of eat-
eries and bars, it also boasted a Cana-
dian Royal Legion Club that was 
packed to the rafters most nights with 
live music. 

Those who like to do trail walks 
are also spoilt for choice, as there were 
a number of coastal and beach routes, 
where virgin forest met virgin beaches 
and a rugged, unspoilt coastline. 

So, impressions of this beautiful 
part of British Columbia? Absolutely 
stunning and well worth a longer 
visit.

TRAVEL

T
he charm of this val-
ley is found in the sen-
sation it creates of be-
ing left behind by the 

passing of time. Its relaxed pace 
of life, paired with the extraor-
dinary scenery, has made it a 
popular tourist destination in 
recent years, especially during 
September when its most fa-
mous festival takes place. 

To this day, the herdsmen 
of the area still go to the 
high mountain pastures 
every May to take care of 
the cattle and produce 
milk and cheese - just as 
they have done for cen-
turies. 

On 16 September, the 
homecoming of the cat-
tle is celebrated. Cows are 
decorated with colourful 
wreaths and shown off in a 
parade accompanied by herds-
men, milkmaids and joyful mu-

sic. The festival is an opportu-
nity to try folk dancing or shop 
for local specialities and cheeses. 

The best-looking cow will be 
rewarded with a bouquet and 
accompanied by a presentation 
of local dances, food and drinks. 

If you think you know where 
this is, you could win a prize. 
Please send an email to eng-
lish@diariosur.es if you know 
the name of the valley and the 
name of the festival which takes 
place every year. Only entries 
with your full name, delivery 
address and telephone number 
will be considered. 

Last month’s photo showed 
the ‘bobby’ statue in Oulu, 

Finland. During August the 
Air Guitar World Champi-
onships took place, aim-
ing to promote world 
peace. 

Congratulations to Kar-
sten Bech-Andersen in 
Estepona who answered 

correctly. Your prize will 
be on its way to you soon.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

Until the cows come home

s-
u-

AUGUST’S 
PHOTO

Send your answer to 
english@diariosur.es

:: BERND THALLER / FLICKR
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Almáchar

W
hat started in 1968 as 
a form of protest is 
considered nowadays 
to be one of the old-

est gastronomic events in Anda-
lucía. In the village of Almáchar, in 
the Axarquía, everything is now 
ready for the 50th edition of the 
Ajoblanco Festival, which this year  
is expected to be bigger and better 
than ever before.  

When it began, the main objective 
was to call attention to the need to 
build a road to improve communica-
tions between the coast and inland 
villages on the so-called Raisin 
Route, which include Almáchar, Mo-
clinejo and El Borge. However, over 
time this gastronomic event began 
to highlight this village’s links with 
‘ajoblanco’, a cold soup made with al-
monds, garlic, extra virgin olive oil, 
bread, salt and vinegar.  

Unsurprisingly, the people of 
Almáchar insist that their village can 
be considered one of the first places 
to become known for this type of 
gazpacho, because it is believed that 
the ajoblanco of Almáchar was made 
famous at the end of the 19th cen-
tury by an engineer who was check-
ing land for the cadastre one day in 
the summer. Because of the heat, he 
asked a local women for a glass of 
water, but instead she offered him a 
cup of ajoblanco. He liked it so much 
that he asked for the recipe and then 
registered it later with the Mercan-
tile Circle of Malaga.  

Those who visit Almáchar tomor-
row (Saturday 1 September) will be 
able to try it with some moscatel 
grapes at midday and again from 
6pm. Samples will be given out free 
of charge in different places in the 
village, together with other local 
specialities such as sweet wine and 
moscatel raisins. In addition there 
will be ‘porra blanca’, or ajoblanco 
paté, served with bread.  

During the afternoon and eve-
ning, the Ajoblanco Festival will 
have live folk music, flamenco per-
formances and orchestral groups. 
There will also be the traditional 
awards ceremony for outstanding in-
dividuals and institutions during the 
past year.  

This edition will not only be a 
celebration of 50 years of the festi-
val, but will also mark the fact that 
the local raisins have now been clas-
sified as of World Agricultural Heri-
tage by the FAO. At this time of year 
the grape harvest takes place in 
Almáchar and other villages in the 
area, and the grapes are dried to 
make the traditional raisins.

Aerial view of this village in Malaga, which is one of those on the Raisin Route. ::  TURISMO ANDALUZ

The home of ajoblanco

On 1 September Almáchar is 
celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of one of the 
oldest gastronomic 
festivals in Andalucía

How to get there 
Almáchar.  

To reach the village, 

the best option is to 

take the Autovía del 

Mediterráneo, and 

then the exit at Rincón 

de la Victoria which is 

signposted ‘Ruta de la 

Pasa’. 

  JAVIER ALMELLONES

Alanís celebrates its 
Medieval Days 

Until Sunday, the Sierra Mo-
rena in Seville takes a trip 
back in time with the ‘Jorna-
das Medievales’ in the village 
of Alanís. This small place in 
Andalucía, which can boast 
an important heritage of the 
period, is unbeatable when 
it comes to recreating the 
spendour of ancient Al-Ánda-
lus. Among the attractions 
will be an artisan market 
with craftsmen and women 
from all over the country. The 
fun begins this evening, Fri-
day 31 August, after the in-
auguration which will take 
place in the Plaza del Ayun-
tamiento.   

The Medieval Days in Al-
anís are designed for every-
body to enjoy, but especially 
children who will have a 
great time with activities 
such as the medieval street 
parade, audio-visual shows 
and storytelling related to 
the period.   

During the three days this 
event takes place,  jesters, 
troubadors, knights, stilt-
walkers, acrobats and even 
wizards can be seen wander-
ing through the streets below 
the castle, so this small vil-
lage in the Sierra Norte of 
Seville will have a very spe-
cial atmosphere and can eas-
ily compete with other me-
dieval events which are or-
ganised elsewhere in Spain.  

This entertaining festival 
is also the perfect excuse to 
get to know more about the 
important history of Alanís, 
and to explore its places of in-
terest such as the aforemen-
tioned castle, which dates 
back to the 14th century. 

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA
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LEGAL ADVICE

REF. E. N. O. 
I have decided to buy a prop-
erty in Spain, and after visit-
ing several houses with an 
estate agent, I have found 
one that I like; it is in a good 
location and the price is 
good. The estate agent asked 
the seller to send documents 
about the house, and we 
have discovered from the 
nota simple that the prop-

erty has a mortgage that has 
not been paid in full yet. 
However, the reservation 
contract establishes that the 
property is sold free of liens 
and encumbrances. The es-
tate agent has told me that 
there is no problem, that the 
sellers will cancel the mort-
gage the same day of the sale, 
but I find this a bit strange. Is 
this normal? 
 
Yes, there is no problem in 
buying a property with a mort-
gage. What is usually done is 
that part of the money to buy 
the property (or everything, 
depending on the outstanding 
amount) is paid directly to the 
bank. The sellers will contact 
the bank, for them to go to the 
notary the same day of the 
sale. First, they will sign the 
deed of the cancellation of the 
mortgage, and after that, you 
will sign the title deed. This 
way, the property is sold free of 
liens and encumbrances, and 
when the deeds are sent to the 

Land Registry, they first regis-
ter the cancellation of the 
mortgage, so when the sale is 
registered the property will no 
longer have the mortgage. 
 
 
REF. T. S. R. 
We live in a three-storey build-
ing and with few neighbours. 
The current president of the 
community does not want to 
continue, and no one among 
the rest of the owners wants to 
be president. The statutes do 
not establish anything in this 
sense. What should we do? 
Who will have to be the next 
president? 
 
The Horizontal Property Act 
establishes that if none of the 
owners wants to be president 
voluntarily, one of them will 
be chosen by drawing lots, and 
he will be obliged to be the 
president during one year. 
From then on, the rest of the 
owners will have to be presi-
dent on a rota basis.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge :: E. REQUENA / J. HINOJOSA 

MALAGA. Every year thousands of 
people go to the tomb of Padre Arnáiz 
in the Sagrado Corazón church in 
Malaga to ask for a favour or give 
thanks for one received, especially 
on the 18th day of every month and 
always on 18 July, the anniversary 
of his death. For this reason the com-
mittee which is organising his beati-
fication is not surprised that nearly 
two months before the ceremony 
more than 8,000 people had already 
registered their attendance at the 
events which will take place on 20 
October in Malaga cathedral. 

“We were expecting around 6,000 
people, from surveys we had done 
before, but now we have told the 
Church authorities that Padre Arnáiz 
had a huge number of followers and 
many more could come than we ex-
pected. Right now we think there 
could be about 10,000,” said Sister 
Leticia, the director of the Missiona-
ries of the Rural Doctrines.  

Registration, which is available 
free of charge on the website about 
the saint (www.padrearnaiz.es) un-
til 20 September, gives people the 
right to have a seat at the ceremony. 
Only 2,000 will be able to go into the 
cathedral, but seats will be set up 
outside so others can watch the ce-
remony on giant screens and will also 
be able to take Communion.   

From all over Spain 
Most of the participants registered 
so far are from Malaga and Cadiz pro-
vinces, although some will be co-
ming from elsewhere in Andalucía, 
Tenerife, Valencia, Alicante... “At the 
moment we’re expecting more than 
60 coaches and about 600 private 
cars,” said Sister Leticia.  More than 
120 volunteers have been working 
with the organisers since May. 

The beatification ceremony, the 
granting of pre-sainthood status, 
will be on  led by the Prefect for the 
Congregation for the Cause of the 
Saints, Monseñor Angelo Becciu. 

It was 28 years ago that the dio-
cesean authorities started on the 
path to the beatification of Jesuit 
priest Tiburcio Arnáiz Muñoz, who 
died in Malaga in 1926 and whose 
reputation for extreme holiness re-
mains with him today.  

Pope Francis first talked of the 
heroic virtues  of Padre Arnáiz, and 
then the doctors’ committee for the 
Congregation for the Cause of the 
Vatican Saints could find no scien-
tific explanation whatsoever for a 
miracle which has played a key role 
in the Holy Father agreeing that he 
should begin the process towards 
becoming a saint. Finally, in De-
cember the Vatican announced that 
Pope Francis had approved the pro-
cess to ratify the miracle and that 
his beatification could take place.  

This miracle occurred in June 
1994 when a 41-year-old from Ma-
laga, Manuel Antonio Lucena Gar-
cía, had a heart attack which de-
prived him of oxygen for ten mi-
nutes. X-rays revealed major bra-
in damage which should have re-
sulted in physical and psychologi-
cal consequences. Through the 
mediation of his brother, the who-
le family asked Padre Arnaíz to help 
him recover.   

“To the utter amazement of the 
cardiology team at the Carlos Haya 
hospital in Malaga, Manuel Anto-
nio Lucena left the Intensive Care 
Unit without a single consequen-
ce to his health from the heart at-
tack,” said the Padre Arnáiz orga-
nisation at the time. 

Padre Arnáiz has thousands of devotees. :: SUR

More than 8,000 
people have already 
registered to attend 
the ceremony to 
beatify Padre Arnáiz 
on 20 October 

Crowds set to flock 
to beatification

More than 60 coaches will 
bring people to Malaga for 
the ceremony which can 
be followed on screens 
outside the cathedral
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S
aint Ramón Nonato, a 
Spanish priest who was 
canonised in 1657, died 
on route to Rome on 31 

August  1240, after being ap-
pointed Cardinal Deacon of 
Sant’Eustachio by Pope Gregory 
IX. He is the patron saint of child-
birth, midwives, pregnant women 
and priests defending the confi-
dentiality of confession. 

According to the tradition of 
the Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mercy, Ramón Nonato 
was born in the village of Portell 

in Catalonia in 1204. His early life 
is somewhat confusing and there 
are many differing versions, but 
the most accepted is that he was 
the son of a local aristocrat. 

His name - Nonnatus in Latin - 
means ‘not born’ and refers to the 
nature of his own birth. Born by 
caesarean section, which resulted 
in the death of his mother, his fa-
ther planned his son a career at the 
royal court of the Kingdom of Ara-
gon. However, Ramón was drawn 
to religion, which angered his fa-
ther, who sent him to work on one 
of the family’s farms. Ramón spent 
his childhood tending sheep, al-
though he would often pray at a 
nearby country chapel. His father 
eventually abandoned hopes for 
his son’s social advancement. 

He later gave permission for 
Ramón to take the habit with the 

Order of Mercedarian monks in 
Barcelona, an order founded to 
ransom Christian captives from 
the Moors. The youngster was 
trained by Pedro Nolasco, the foun-
der of the order, and was ordained 
in 1222. Ramón made such pro-
gress that he was soon considered 
worthy to succeed his master in 
the office of ransomer. 

His first assignment was to se-
cure the release of 140 Christians 
from slavery in Valencia, after 
which, he went to North Africa, 
where he was able to ransom an-
other 250 captives in Algiers. How-
ever, while in Tunis his money ran 
out and - in keeping with the fourth 
vow taken by members of the Or-
der - he was forced to surrender him-

self to ensure the release of 28 Chris-
tian hostages.  

He was tortured and sentenced 
to be impaled when the governor 
learned that he had converted sev-
eral Mohammedans, but he escaped 
the death sentence because of the 
ransom he would fetch. Legend 
states that his captors bore a hole 
through his lips with a hot iron and 
padlocked his mouth to prevent 
him from preaching. 

He was ransomed eight months 
later by Pedro Nolasco and on his 
return to Barcelona in 1239, he was 
appointed cardinal by the Pope, but 
died at Cardona the following year 
while on the way to Rome. Accord-
ing to legend, his father, the local 
friars and the townsfolk all claimed 

his body. To resolve the dispute, the 
priest’s body was tied to a blind 
mule, which was then let loose. The 
mule is said to have taken the body 
to the small chapel where Ramón 
had prayed as a youngster and it was 
here that he was laid to rest.  

Many miracles were attributed 
to Ramón Nonato before and after 
his death and he was canonised  by 
Pope Alexandra VII  in 1657. His feast 
day is celebrated on August 31. 

Death of the patron 
saint of childbirth 
and midwives  

z�· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Santo Saint 
Embarazada Pregnant 

Matrona Midwife 

Parto Birth/Labour 

Santuario Shrine 

Parroquia Parish church 

Cesárea Caesarean section 

Nacido Born 

Cautivo Captive 

Musulmán Muslim 

Ordenar To ordain 
Rescate Ransom 

Dinero Money 

Bendición Blessing 

Venerar To worship 

Festividad Feast day 

Milagro Miracle

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E31 AUGUST 1240

17th century depiction of the canonisation of Ramón Nonato. :: SUR

TONY                  
BRYANT

 tonysureng@gmail.com 
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GARDENING

Native to Central and South East-
ern Europe, Ruscus hypoglossum 
or Spineless Butcher’s Broom, is a 
drought and shade tolerant shrub 
that is found growing in the under-
story of forests in the wild.  

Other common names include 
Mouse Thorn and Horse Tongue 

lily and it is a member of the large 
asparagaceae family (114 genera 
and over 2,900 known species).  

Ruscus hypoglossum has long 
arching stems and is 
not fussy 
about soil 
type as 

long as at is free draining. It will 
reach approximately one metre tall 
and eventually form a large clump. 
It will tolerate some sun although 
it will be happier in dappled shade, 

is drought resistant and can sur-
vive short periods of frost. 

The specific epithet (hy-
poglossum) comes 

from the Greek 
‘hypo’ and ‘glossus’ 
meaning ‘under’ 
and ‘tongue’. This 
probably refers to 
the appearance 
of a single flower, 
followed by a sin-

gle, crimson 
berry, on the sur-

face of the ‘leaf’. The 
‘leaves’ are actually 

flattened stems or phyl-
loclades; the true leaves 

form like tiny scales around 
the equally tiny, yellow or white  
flowers.  

The most striking aspect of this 
plant is the bright red berries that 
give it a festive look. It is a popu-
lar plant for flower arranging and 
is also grown for ground cover in 
shady, dry areas such as under trees 
and other plants. 

The smaller ‘leafed’ Ruscus acu-
leatus, or ‘Butcher’s Broom’, has 
prickly phylloclades and appar-
ently was once used to clean  
butcher’s chopping blocks. Ex-
tracts of this species have been 
shown to have an anti inflamma-
tory effect and cause contraction 
of the blood vessels. However all 
parts of the plant (and all species 
of Ruscus) are toxic and will cause 
severe stomach cramps if ingested. 

 The species R. colchicus is un-
usual as it bears the flowers and 
berries on the underside of the 
phylloclades.  

Propagation can be carried out 
by seed or by division.

This unusual evergreen shrub has flattened stems instead               
of leaves, tiny flowers and bright red berries

Ruscus hypoglossum

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

Staff at the Estepona Tourist Office are proud of the 
town’s beautiful gardens and have sent in this photo say-
ing, “We would like to share with other readers of SUR in 
English this photo of Chorisia Speciosa which is growing in 
Plaza Pozo Prados. These trees are in full bloom at the end 
of the summer and in early autumn.”
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ESTEPONA IN BLOOM

READERS’ PHOTOS

PHOTOS

Ruscus hypoglossum and the red berries (Inset). :: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

:: ESTEPONA TOURIST OFFICE

DENISE BUSH

Pamela Ann Alba sent in this photo and wrote, “My son 
Robert created this garden (with community permission), 
from a disused overgrown plot in our urbanisation.”

AN URBAN OASIS 

:: ROBERT JONES



August 31st to September 6th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH

37FOOD&DRINK

T
he phone rang in the 
middle of the night. 
“John, do you know 
what time it is?” “Sorry 

but I feel terrible and wanted to 
know if you’re okay.”  When we 
arrived at Urgencias the duty doc-
tor knew exactly what to do 
when he learnt we had eaten ce-
viche earlier. After a period of ob-
servation he extracted the ani-
sakis parasites from John’s stom-
ach by endoscope. We were hav-
ing coffee a few hours later, he 
none the worse for the experi-
ence and lucky to have found a 
doctor who was on the ball.  

There are two main dangers 
that can make the ingesting of 
this fish parasite dangerous: if the 
person is allergic or if the doctor 
does not act quickly. The anisakis 
worm lives in fish, so a human 
host is a cul-de-sac and it dies as it 
tries to penetrate the stomach 
wall. Immediate extraction, be-
fore it passes into the intestine, is 
the best solution. So, while John 
was lucky with his prompt ex-
amination, many people are not, 
and can spend months undergo-
ing medical treatment as a result 
of infection. There are no re-
ported deaths. 

Probably the unhappiest aspect 
is that people affected, even 
briefly, swear off fish for life. This 
is like giving up driving because 
you have an accident. The chances 
of history repeating itself are ex-
actly the same as if you had never 
experienced it. Anyone may be af-
fected the next time they eat fish, 

regardless. 
Official guidelines recommend 

(and compel in the case of restau-
rants) the fish to be deep frozen 
for five days, although cooking at 
very high temperatures allegedly 
has the same effect. It is unlikely 
a restaurant will serve sushi, sa-
shimi, ceviche, anchovies in vine-
gar, salmon roe, smoked fish, etc, 
that were not frozen adequately 
beforehand. But look at the num-
bers. In Spain there are no more 
than 150 reported cases annually, 
compared with Japan’s 1,000. 
Other Mediterranean countries 
have almost zero cases, and most 
of Spain’s occur on the Atlantic 
coasts, leading to the conclusion 
that for the average Costa resi-
dent or visitor, the chances of be-
coming a victim are remote. A 
week later John and I were eat-
ing lubina a la sal in the same 
restaurant.

ANDREW J. LINN 

ANISAKIS                                                                              

Malaga Virgen 

The classic sweet dessert wine 
of Malaga has changed little in 
two centuries. ‘Málaga Virgen’ 
is the name of the bodega. 
Made from the autochthonous 
grapes of the province, it is aged 
for two years in oak 
barrels, and is almost 
obligatory as an ac-
companiment for des-
serts and sweet 
things. About six euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

There are more pig farms 
and many more pigs than 
there were just a few 
years ago in order to 
meet the increased 
interest from abroad   

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. According to a recent re-
port released by the Department of 
the Environment, since 2013 the 
pig population in Spain has increased 
by nine million and is now around 
50 million. The main reason for this 
is the expansion in pig farming to 
meet the growing demand from con-
sumers in pork-eating countries such 
as China, Japan and Southeast Asia. 

The famous Iberian pork and 
jamón serrano is so popular in 
those countries that Spain now has 
the largest pig population in 
Europe and is said to have more 
pigs than people. Prices have also 
gone up reflecting the increased 
interest in the international mar-
kets for Iberian pork. 

Spain is the second biggest pork 
exporter in Europe (after Germany) 
and is fourth in the world after 
China, the US and Germany.  

The Spanish government esti-
mates that 21.2 kilos of pork are 
consumed per person per year, a 
figure which adds up to not even 
half of Spain’s current production.  

According to the report, the 
growing porcine population is hav-
ing a detrimental effect on the en-
vironment, being the fourth larg-
est source of greenhouse gas emis-
sions after transport, generation 
of electricity and industry.

Spanish hams curing for export. :: FOTOLIA

Iberian pork in high demand
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EXHIBITIONS 

Meta Wolters and Marlou Smits 
Marbella. From 14 until 23 Sep-
tember. La Cascada restaurant, 
Urb Montua. 
A joint exhibition by Meta Wolters 
and Marlou Smits. 

Entre Tierra y Mar 
 Marbella. Until 7 September. Salón 
Enseñada Hotel El Fuerte, C/El 
Fuerte. 
An exhibition of watercolours by 
Adrián Marmolejo. 

Presence and Absence 
Marbella. From 29 September un-
til 28 November. Salon Ensenada, 
Hotel Fuerte.  
An exhibition of works by Enar 
Cruz and Antonia López Luque.  

Encuentro 
 Tolox. 21-22 September. Town cen-
tre streets. 
Artists will be working ‘in-situ’ in 
the open air adding to the wealth 
of sculptures, murals and other 
pieces of art situated around the 
town. Ther will also be live jazz, fla-
menco and rock music. Free.  

Movimiento Espartaco 
 Marbella. Until 18 April 2020. 

Museo Ralli Marbella. 
For the first time in Spain, an ex-
hibition of works by the  Argen-
tinian collective of the 60s who 
expressed the political and social 
proble ms of the country through 
their art. 

Pedro Reyes 
Malaga. Until 2 September. Cen-
tro de Arte Contempóraneo.  
‘Prana’ is a short video created by 
Mexican artist Pedro Reyes. It 
shows a black ball and a white ball 
which mold themselves  into dif-
ferent shapes and forms. They 
grow, shrink, twist and writhe. 
‘Prana’ is Sanskrit for ‘vital energy’. 

The Russian museum 
 Malaga. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 
Sor Teresa Prat. Tues-Sun 9.30am - 
10pm. 
The seasonal exhibition ‘La Mirada 
Viajera. Artistas Rusos Alrededor 
del Mundo’ consists of 105 pieces 
including works by Krachkovsky, 
Clement Redko, Konstantín Mak-
ovsky and Alexandr Deineka 
among others. Also included in the 
seasonal exhibit which is open un-
til September are works by Mikhail 
Schwartzman. 

Presence and Absence, Marbella

GIBRALTAR. Internationally- 
acclaimed guitarist José María 
Gallardo Del Rey and conductor 
Juan Cantarell, together with 
the European Symphony Or-
chestra, will open the Philhar-
monic Society’s 20th Anniver-
sary season on 6 September.  

The National Celebrations 
Classical concert will take place 
at St Michael’s Cave. 

José María Gallardo del Rey 
made his debut in Seville at the 
age of nine and his training as a 
classical guitarist has been en-
riched by his intense relationship 
with the world of flamenco.  

He has worked on projects 
like ‘Pasión Española’ with 
Plácido Domingo and ‘Haban-
era Gipsy’, and with Elina 
Garança, ‘Caprichos Líricos’. 
He has also worked alongside  
Teresa Berganza and as director 
and artistic advisor for Paco de 
Lucía in his debut with the 
Concierto de Aranjuez.  

Juan Cantarell from Barce-
lona studied conducting at the 
Hochschule für Musik und 
Darstellende Kunst in Vienna 
and made his debut at the Mu-
sikverein of Vienna directing 
the Pro-Arte Orchester Wien.  

The evening’s programme  
includes the Overture to Eg-

mont  and Symphony nº7 by 
Beethoven and Concierto de 
Aranjuez by J. Rodrigo. 

Tickets are £20 and a lim-
ited number of tickets at £10 
are available to senior citizens  
via the John Mackintosh Hall 
at 308 Main Street.  

Those aged 18 years and un-
der can attend all Gibraltar 
Philharmonic concerts for free,  
with tickets from the Gibraltar 
Philharmonic Society Office, 
tgpsociety@gmail.com or +350 
20072134. 

Prices include a bus shuttle 
service. www.philharmonic.gi. 

José María Gallardo del Rey to 
open Gibraltar Philharmonic 
Society’s twentieth season

José María Gallardo del Rey. :: SUR.

 What.   Classical music   
concert.   

 When.   6 September, 8pm. 

 Where.   St Michael’s Cave, 
Gibraltar. 

 Tickets.   Sacarello’s coffee 
shop, The Silver Shop and 
www.buytickets.gi 

DETAILS

Meta Wolters, Marbella
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Ocho 
Malaga. Until 6 September. Cen-
tro Cultural María Victoria Aten-
cia, C/Ollerías 34.  
The Malaga Provincial Govern-
ment is displaying eight, large for-
mat works from its Colección de 
Arte Contemporáneo. The works 
are by: Manuel León, Javier Gar-
cerá, Miguel Gómez Losada, Javier 
Calleja, Laura Brinkmann, José 
María Córdoba, Manuel Bautista 
and  José Manuel Velasco. Entry is 
free. 

Naturaleza 
Malaga. Until 30 September. Mu-
seum Jorge Rando.  
The latest exhibition by Malaga art-
ist Jorge Rando is entitled ‘Natu-
raleza’.  

El Bestiario de Picasso  
Malaga. Until 7 October. Funda-
ción Picasso, Casa Natal. 
Picasso depicted animals using 

various techniques between 1905 
and 1968 and this exhibition uses 
illustrations, books ceramics, origi-
nal drawings and photographs to 
demonstrate Picasso’s thoughts 
and creativity.  

Jean Dubuffet 
Malaga. Until 14 October. Centro 
Pompidou. 
The new temporary exhibition 
‘Traveller Without a Compass’ 
focuses on the founder of the Art 
Brut movement, Jean Dubuffet.  

Mediterráneo. Arcadia 
Reinventada 
Malaga. Until 9 September. Museo 
Thyssen.   
The exhibition consists of works by 
60 artists, both French and Span-
ish, from the middle of the twenti-
eth century. 

‘Deja que la vida fluya’ 
Malaga. Until 18 September. Alfa-
jar, C/Císter.  
An exhibition by Mercedes Lirola. 

Guitar legacy 
 Malaga. Museo Interactivo de 
Música Málaga (MIMMA). 
The museum is exhibiting instru-
ments, documents and tools be-
longing to the Domínguez family. 
The workshop of Domínguez Val-
derrama and then his son José 
Domínguez García, was the last of 
the Malaga school of guitar mak-
ers.. They carried on the legendary 
Casa Lorca tradition making gui-
tars, lutes and bandurrias (a type of 
lute).  

:: TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. Three of the 
UK’s top stand-up comedians are 
heading to the Costa del Sol this 
September. The trio will perform 
a series of shows on the coast, in-
cluding a performance at The 
Boma in Alhaurín El Grande on 
14 September, and shows at The 
Salon Variétes Theatre in Fuengi-
rola on 15 and 16 September. 

Following the success of the 
previous years’ shows, the outra-
geous Dave Thompson, former 
Tinky Winky in the Tellytubbies 
children’s series and cult hero on 
the university circuit in Britain, 
will return to entertain with his 
absurd style of stand-up comedy. 
Known for his quick-fire sense of 
humour, Dave, who was de-
scribed by Timeout as ‘the weird-
est dude on the planet’, will per-
form alongside Alan Francis and 
Kevin McCarthy. 

Scottish comedian Alan Fran-
cis first came to the notice of 
comedy audiences when he won 
Channel 4’s So You Think You’re 
Funny Award in 1991. Since then 
his reputation has grown as a 

writer, stand-up comedian and 
actor and he has worked on tele-
vision with celebrated comedian 
Steve Coogan. He also co-starred 
on The Alan Davies Show on Ra-
dio 4, which was nominated for 
the Best Radio Show at the 1998 
British Comedy Awards. 

Former HGV lorry driver 
Kevin McCarthy made his debut 
at Malcolm Hardee’s notorious 
Tunnel Palladium Club in Lon-
don. Kevin was an instant hit 
with the crowd, who christened 
him The Man with a Beard, a 

stage name he used for many 
years. Kevin has worked as a 
warm-up act for the Jools Hol-
land Show and is the only come-
dian to perform at the annual 
Hells Angels Rumble in the UK, 
so he has cut his teeth with 
some of the most difficult audi-
ences on the circuit. 

Tickets for the Salon Variétes 
shows, which will begin at 
7.30pm on Saturday and at 7pm 
on Sunday are available from 
the theatre’s ticket office and 
website. 

The ‘weirdest dude on the 
planet’ returns to the Costa

Dave Thompson at last year’s show in Fuengirola. :: T. BRYANT        

Encuentro, Tolox
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EXHIBITIONS 

Hullo, Hullo 
Malaga. Until 9 September. Cen-
tro de Arte Contemporáneo  
Rose Wylie, an 84-year-old British 
artist discovered the world of art 
just ten years ago and is exhibiting 
in Spain for the first time.  

Dolls House exhibition 
Benalmádena. Until 14 December. 
Centro de Exposiciones de 
Benalmádena. 
Not just dolls houses but dolls and 
miniatures too in this exhibition 
by collector Voria Harras.  

Galería Krabbe  
Frigiliana. Until 9 September. 
C/Rosarico.  
A new exhibition at the Krabbe gal-
lery in Frigiliana. 

Martín Corradini 

Fuengirola. Until 14 September. 
Homes, Real Estate & Art. Avda 
Los Boliches 
Black and white photographs taken 
by Martín Corradini while he was 
on a trip to Gambia with the NGO 
Nakupenda Sana.  

Happy Artists  
Mijas Costa. Until 4 September. 
Norwegian Church, El Campa-
nario, Calahonda. 
Artists from the Happy Artists 
group are exhibiting a collection 
of paintings in diverse styles by 
Wendy Lucas, Josephine Quin-
tero, Jane Gomis, Astrid Frida Ze-
hetner and Gunnvor Sorhus. 
Fuengirola. Until 31 August. La Li-
belula, C/Periana. 
Artist Astrid Frida Zehetner has 
an exhibition of her acrylic paint-
ings. 

Torremolinos Chic 
 Torremolinos. Permanent exhibi-
tion, Casa de los Navajas. 
A permanent exhibition of 
photographs taken in the 60s and 
70s entitled Torremolinos Chic. It 
features around twenty 
photographs including one of the 
legendary Bridget Bardot posing on 
Carihuela beach in a Cordobés hat. 

Emmy Hanna 
Mijas. Until 17 September. Centro 
Cultural de La Cala. 
Emmy Hanna is a German artist 
living in Mijas. She writes and il-
lustrates children’s books.  

CHARITY 

Spirits Jazz Band  
Marbella. 1 September, 8.45pm. 
Clínica Buchinger Wilhelmi. 20€. 
Charity concert in aid of Pozos Sin 
Fronteras. Bookings 639462247 
(10am to 2pm) or email  
info@pozossinfronteras.org 

Fashion Show for Cudeca  
Mijas. 12 September, from 1pm. Ta-
misa Golf Hotel. 25€. 
Fashion show by Mapuchi Moda 
with stalls selling complimentary 
fashion and beauty products. There 
will also be a talk by Stuart Ashing 
hypnotherapist and director of Lux 
Therapy Clinic Marbella. Ticket 
price includes welcome drink and 
buffet lunch of which 8€  goes to 
Cudeca Cancer Hospice.   
reservas@hoteltamisagolf.com / 
952 585 988 

MUSIC & DANCE  

Ocean Bar   
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free. 
44 September. Susan Valery and 
Adrian Lombardi. 
8  September. Dana and Gianni. In-
ternational songs, jazz fusion and 
blues. www.tallerblues.es 

Chamber music 
Estepona 2 September, 8pm. Plaza 
del Reloj. 
The Trío de Cuerda Fajer with 
Desislava Karamfilova (violin), 
Irina Yonkova (viola) and Stamen 
Nikolov (cello) will be playing 
pieces by Hadyn, Schubert and 
Vanhal.  

Louie Louie 
Estepona. Louie Louie Bar.   
31 August, midnight. Okatudisco, 
karaoke. Free. 
1 September, midnight. Spotilive 
Band.  
12 September, 10.30pm. Joe King 
Carrasco and Border Soul. 10€. 

Joven Orquesta Mediterránea 
Almuñécar. 3 September, 10pm. 
Acueducto Romano de la Carrera. 
The Bolero by Ravel, Morceau de 
Concert by Saint Saënz and 
L’Arlesienne by Georges Bizet.  
Conducted by Michael Thomas. 
www.bravoentradas.com 

Robin George 
 Periana. 24 September, 10pm. El 
Cañuelo Bar. 
The Love Power Band will be in 
concert. 

Día de la Música 
 Benamocarra. 8 September, from 
midday. Municipal sports complex. 
Not just live music but other activi-
ties such as gastronomy, exhibi-
tions and competitions. The con-
certs will be a tribute to Spanish 
composer Eduardo Ocón Rivas. 

Chanquete World Music 
 Nerja. 15 September. 
Acts signed up this year’s festival 
include Kase.O, Juanito Makandé, 
El Canijo de Jerez and Tabletom 
among others. 29€ for entry, 80€ 
for camping pack.   
www.chanqueteworldmusic.com 

Billymonkeys 
Almuñécar. 14 September, 9pm 

Plaza de la Constitución. Free. 
Rock band Billymonkeys in   
concert. 

FLAMENCO  

Flamenco in the Museum  
Malaga. Museo de Arte Flamenco 
Peña Juan Breva, C/Ramón Fran-
quelo. 
1 September, 8.30pm. Dani 
Heredía and flamenco group 
For information and bookings call 
687 607 526 or email  
info@flamenka.com 

Enrique Heredía and company 
Mijas. 31 August, 9pm. Casa 
Museo Mijas Pueblo. 
Pure flamenco passion with 
Enrique Heredía with bulerías, 
tango, rumbas and sevillanas. 

Flamenco Festival 
Mijas. 1 September, 9.30pm. Plaza 
Virgen de la Peña. 
The VII Flamenco Feria de Mijas 
will include performances by Isabel 
Guerrero, Amparo La Repompilla 
and Niño de Chaparro singing, 
Chaparro de Málaga and Rubén 
Lara on guitar, Tomás Castro on 
violin, Blankito clapping and the 
Moisés Navarrodance group.  

Flamenco nights 
Puerto Banús. Fridays, from 
8.30pm throughout August. 
Moma Food&People.  
The terrace of the Moma restaurant 
on Friday evenings will be the 
venue for flamenco performances 
throughout August.  
www.momamarbella.com 

Louie, Louie Bar 
Estepona. Every Thursday. 
9.30pm. 12€ 
The  show Estepona Flamenco El 
Patio will take place every 
Thursday. Reservations: 
609543950 / 632736774 
esteponaflamenco@gmail.com   

FESTIVALS  

Feria y Fiestas de Pedro Romero 
Ronda. Until 2 September. 
The fair is dedicated to the Ronda 
bullfighter Pedro Romero and the 
traditional Corrida Goyesca (bull-
fight in traditional dress) are split 
over three days. The feria is famous 
for its Damas Goyescas dressed in 
traditional Ronda dress and there 
are processions, live music, casetas 
and dancing.   

Día del Ajoblanco 
 Almáchar. 1 September.   
The festival of the traditional ‘Ajob-
lanco’ started in 1968 and has be-
come an outstanding gastronomic 

Enrique Heredía, Mijas Pueblo.

Joven Orquesta Mediterráneo, Almuñécar.

Emmy Hanna, La Cala
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festival. This year it will be cele-
brating half a century and sharing 
out 3,000 litres of the famous 
chilled almond and garlic soup to 
visitors. 

Fiesta del Vendimia 
 Manilva. From 31 August until 3 
September.   
The town of Manilva celebrates the 
grape harvest with a festival which 
starts with a flamenco festival to-
day. Mass at the Santa Ana church 
at 7pm on Saturday is followed by a 
procession throught the streets. 
Sunday there is a parade of horses 
and at 7pm the traditional treading 
of the grapes in the Plaza del Vendi-
mia with tastings of the first press-
ings afterwards.   

EVENTS  

Classical Greek Theatre 
Almuñécar. From 4 until 8 Sep-
tember, 10pm. Acueducto Ro-
mano de la Carrera. 
Tenth Grecolatin Theatre Festival 
‘Sexi Firmun Iulim’.  
44 September, Medea by Euripides. 
Parados Theatre company. 
5 September, Mostellaria by Pluto. 
Parados Theatre company. 

Magical 3D experience 
Puerto Banús. Until 15 Septem-
ber, next to Teatro Goya. 
Magical 3D Experience is a walk-
through display, packed with op-
tical illusion images, allowing 
families and friends to photo-
graph themselves in a range of 
fun scenarios.   

www.magical3dexperience.com 

Lions Club President’s Dinner 
Mijas. 15 September, 7pm Tree-
tops, El Chaparral Golf. 40€. 
La Cala de Mijas will be celebrating 
their 20th anniversary President’s 
Dinner at Treetops restaurant. 
Cava and canapes on arrival, three-
course meal with wine. Entertain-
ment from Randy Corwood Soul 
and Motown. Tickets from La Cala 
de Mijas Lions shop or call 
677659061. 

Expo-Tuning 
Malaga. 1, 2 September, from 4.30-
11.30pm Saturday and from 10am -
6pm Sunday. Museo Automovilís-
tico de Málaga 
The gardens of the Malaga Car 
Museum is the venue for an 
exhibition of tuned cars which will 
be judged in several categories 
including Best Import, Most 
elegant, Best Classic etc. 

Sunset Ball 
Mijas. 13 September, 7pm. Tamisa 
Golf Hotel. 35€. 
Conservatives Abroad are holding 
an end of season ball beside the 
pool at Tamisa Golf Hotel with 
dancing on the terrace. This is a 
non-political event and an oppor-
tunity to make new friends. Tick-
ets include canapés and drinks on 
arrival, three-course dinner with 
wine, soft drinks and water .Call 
Christine: 952 668 267. .   

‘Luz de Luna’ 
Antequera. Until 16 September. 
Throughout the summer, there 
will organised visits to the monu-
ments and museums of Antequera 
in the evenings.  

Coach excursion to Gibraltar 
Torre del Mar. 20 September, 18 
October, 15 November. Various de-
parture points. 12€ 
Transport, travel insurance 
included. Passport necessary. Lux 
Mundi Torre del Mar. Tel: 952 543 
334 or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org 

Enjoy nature 
Ojén. Daily 7.30 - 9.30pm. La Eco 
Reserva, Crta A-7103, km2. 

Every evening during the summer 
the nature reserve is offering a 
walk, suitable for all ages. By 
previous appointment only.  Tel: 
656960478 or 
http://ecoreservaojen.com/ 

Age Concern 4th Birthday 
Mijas. 23 September, from 
2.30pm. Tamisa Golf Hotel. 15€ 
A welcome drink on arrival, show 
and cold finger buffet. Tickets from 
the Age Concern shop or Tamisa 
Golf or call: 686289904 

Trip to Ubrique and Grazalema 
Torre del Mar. 27 September. Vari-
ous departure points. 28€ 
Visit Ubrique in Cadiz, the leather 
museum etc then Grazalema for 
lunch and a visit to the textile mill. 
Lux Mundi Torre del Mar: 952 543 
334 or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org 

Huelva, Doñana and Faro 
Torre del Mar / Fuengirola. 1-5 Oc-
tober. Various departure points. 
385€ pp. sharing double room. 
455€ single room. 
Visit Huelva, the Doñana National 
Park and Faro in Portugal. Tel: 952 
543 334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Trip to El Chorro and the 
Caminito del Rey 
Fuengirola. 19 September depart-
ing from various points. 33€ 
Full details contact Fundación Lux 
Mundi Fuengirola, C/Nueva 3. Tel: 
952474840 

:: TONY BRYANT 
COÍN. The third edition of the 
Festival Concierto, a twelve-
hour, open-air, live music festi-
val that will be staged at various 
locations around the town will 
start on Saturday 8 September. 

Organised by the town hall, 
the event is designed to pro-
mote the culture of Coín and 
will include street markets of-
fering typical products and 
handicrafts of the area. There 
will also be various educational 
workshops and stalls offering 
the traditional cuisine of the 
area, which is largely based on 
locally-grown produce. 

The festival, which attracted 
more than 5,000 people last 
year, is free and will include con-
certs by more than twelve bands  
that will perform a mixture of 
flamenco, rock, pop, hip hop, 
reggae and jazz. 

The line-up includes well-
known musicians such as Tore-
ros Muertos, O’Funk’illo, Gordo 
Master and Alba Molina.  

Fronted by singer Pablo Car-
bonell, Toreros Muertos were 
part of La Movida Madrileña 

movement of the 80s and they 
have emerged as one of the most 
popular pop bands in Latin 
America. 

Andalusian funk masters, 
O’Funk’illo, who debuted on 
the Spanish music scene almost 
20 years ago, will be performing 
songs from their new album 
while Malaga rapper, Gordo 
Master will present his innova-
tive style of hip hop.  

One of the highlights of the 
festival will be the concert by  
Alba Molina, daughter of cele-
brated 70s flamenco duo, Lole y 
Manuel. Alba made her debut 
album with her father - the fla-
menco poet – and with pop 
heart throb, Alejandro Sanz, and 
has since become one of the pio-
neers of flamenco fusion, ex-
perimenting with avant-garde 
jazz and the authentic gypsy 
styles performed by her parents.  

Several local bands will also 
participate at the event, which 
starts at 2pm, including Mitad 
Doble, Little Pepe, Viva Reina 
and Flamencoín. 

For more information, see 
www.coin.es 

Coín gears up for 12-
hour music festival

Singer Alba Molina will perform at the festival in Coín. :: SUR

Damas Goyescas, Ronda.

Expo Tuning, Malaga.
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EVENTS  

Polo and concerts 
 Sotogrande. Until 1 September, 
from 5.30pm. Santa María Polo 
Club. 
Free admission for the majority of 
the evenings for the public to 
browse the boutiques, have a meal 
and listen to live concerts from 
funk, soul, jazz and Cuban to 80s 
tribute groups and a DJ. 
www.tip.santamariapoloclub.com.  

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-

niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
Mary Shelley: 16.30, 20.20. 
The Seagull: 16.30, 18.05, 20.30. 
Mary Shelley: 16.30, 20.20. 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
Alpha: 12.10 (Sat, Sun); 15.50 
(every day). 
The Habit of Beauty: 12.00 (Sat, 
Sun); 16.00 (every day). 
Incredibles 2: 16.00, 18.30 (Mon, 
Tues, Thurs). 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Incredibles 2: 12.00, 17.00. 
Alpha: 22.20 (Tues).  
Mamma Mia: here We go Again: 
22.00 (Tues). 
The Darkest Minds: 19.05, 21.15 
(Tues). 
2001 Space Odyssey: 21.00 (Thu). 
The Habit of Beauty: 12.15, 16.30  
Madame Butterfly, opera from 
Sydney Harbour: 21.00 (4 Sep-
tember) 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
The Happytime Murders 16.00, 
18.30, 22.45(Fri-Sun, Wed); 16.45, 
20.45, 22.30 (Mon, Tues, Thurs). 
The First Purge: 16.15 (Fri-Sun, 
Wed); 18.30 (every day except 
Wed); 20.30 (every day). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Alpha: 13.00 (Sun); 16.20 (Fri, Sat, 
Sun). 
The Incredibles 2: 13.30 (Sat, 
Sun); 19.10, 21.40 (every day). 
Mamma Mia: Here We go Again: 
16.45 (Mon, Tues, Thurs).

:: TONY BRYANT 

MIJAS. The Royal Air Forces As-
sociation of the Costa del Sol 
(RAFA) is to host a special din-
ner-dance to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the founda-
tion of the RAF, with a Battle of 
Britain-themed event held in the 
Tamisa Golf Hotel in Mijas on 
Thursday 6 September at 7.30pm.  

The celebrations will include a 
performance of one of the coast’s 
favourite amateur theatrical 
groups, A Touch of Class, who 
will entertain guests with their 
frightfully British production, 
‘Remember the Days’. 

The cast will perform songs 
from the 1940s, while recreating 
the dance hall atmosphere of 
the war years with costumes 
and uniforms typical of the pe-
riod. Guests will be invited to 
join in with the singing of songs 
like The White Cliffs of Dover, 
Wish me Luck (As You Wave Me 
Goodbye) and Don’t Sit Under 

the Apple Tree. They will also 
perform several amusing 
sketches with wartime themes. 
This promises to be a night of 
nostalgia for anyone who re-
members the years of the ‘Peo-
ple’s War’.  

Tickets for the event, which 
includes arrival drinks and a 
three-course dinner, cost 35 

euros and can be purchased on 
952567412. Dress code is 
smart, although dinner jackets 
are optional.  

All funds raised at the event 
will be donated to the RAFA 
welfare group, a service that 
supports all serving and ex-
serving personnel and their 
dependants.

A Touch Of Class to perform at 
Royal Air Force memorial dinner

A Touch of Class performing its Remember the Years show. :: SUR

MALAGA. The film festival, 
the Golden Age of Hollywood 
and of Malaga up to the 70s, 
will provoke a week of nostal-
gic feelings for the old classics 
when scenes were shot on a 
reel of 35mm film and special 
effects were few and far be-
tween.  

From 6 to 13 September, the 
Albéniz cinema in Malaga (both 
inside the theatre and outside 
in the open air)  will be show-
ing films in their original ver-

sions, in big screen format. The 
films will pay tribute to Alfred 
Hitchcock, Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz, Jean-Luc Godard 
and Stanley Donen as well as 
renowned Malaga resident and 
film maker, Miguel Alcobendas.  

Tickets are 5 euros; 20 euros 
if you buy tickets for five 
films. Entry to Sunset Boule-
vard is free.  

Email: cinealbeniz@cineal-
beniz.com or call the ticket of-
fice (4 - 10pm): 951 571 115

The Golden Age of 
Hollywood revived in  
Malaga this month

Hollywood classics in big screen format. 

WWilliam Holden.   
Sunset Boulevard. 6 September, 
10pm. Calle Alcazabilla.               
The Wild Bunch. 8 September, 
9.45pm. Albéniz S2.                         
The Horse Soldiers. 11 Septem-
ber, 6pm. Albéniz S2.  
Born Yesterday. 13 September, 
6pm. Albéniz S2.           
Stalag 17. 12 September, 8pm. Al-
béniz S2 

Alfred Hitchcock.   
Notorious. 9 September, 8pm. 
Albéniz S2.    
Secret Agent. 8 September, 8pm. 
Albéniz S2.  ����
The Paradine Case. 12 Septem-
ber, 10.15pm. Albéniz S2.               
Lifeboat. 11 September, 8.15pm. 
Albéniz S2.        
Spellbound. 13 September, 8pm. 
Albéniz S2. 

 J. L. Mankiewicz.   
All About Eve. 13 September, 
10pm. Albéniz S2.           
A Letter To Three Wives. 10 Sep-
tember, 10pm. Albéniz S2.  
Dragonwyck. 7 September, 6pm. 
Albéniz S2.     
Somewhere In The Night. 9 Sep-
tember, 10pm. Albéniz S2. 

Stanley Donen.   
Staircase. 10 September, 6pm. Al-
béniz S2.           
Indiscreet. 7 September, 
10.15pm. Albéniz S2.     
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers. 
9 September, 6pm. Albéniz S2.    
Funny Face. 13 September, 8pm. 
Albéniz S2.

FILMS IN ENGLISH 

Polo, Sotogrande
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An urgent appeal for 
blood donors was sent 
out earlier this week by 
the Malaga Transfusion 
Centre due to the decline 
in supply in August 

MALAGA. Blood supplies at the Re-
gional Blood Transfusion Centre 
(CRTS) were below minimum lev-
els earlier this week which caused  
health professionals to send out an 
urgent appeal for donors to come 
forward.  As usual the appeal 
touched the solidarity of the gen-

eral public and queues formed at the 
centre on Tuesday. Sergio Fernán-
dez, a CRTS doctor and coordinator 
of the bone marrow donation pro-
gramme,  explains how the situa-
tion had become critical. Every day, 
approximately 250 bags of blood are 
needed in Malaga hospitals. Fernán-
dez spoke to SUR on Monday when 
the appeal was made, as supplies 
dropped to 400 units, enough for 
two or three days at the most. The 
appeal will be considered urgent un-
til the bank goes up to 1,000 units 
which allows the service some 
breathing space. 
-What happened in order to have 
to make such an urgent appeal to 
people to give blood?   
- Every year at around this time 
there is a decrease in the number 
of donations. This year Malaga fair 
[a busy time for A&E departments] 
has taken place earlier in August. 
Plus, our regular donors are away 
on holiday, there is a massive in-

flux of tourists, many operating 
theatres [which often close in 
August] have stayed open, and units 
such as Oncology and Intensive Care 
still require blood. All these factors 
have led to the sums not adding up.  
-The appeal has gone out to do-
nors from all type of blood groups.  
-Whenever we make an appeal, we 
make sure that blood donors  come 
from all different types of groups, 
especially from groups O and A, 
which are both very common in 
our area.  
-In other words, O negative blood 
(“universal”) and O positive are 
both in demand?   
-Yes. O negative  is compatible with 
all blood types and O positive is very 
common in the Mediterranean area.  
- Apart from all the frequent do-
nors, I assume that in these cases 
it is necessary to try to attract new 
people to give blood. 
-Of course. In fact, we benefit from 
these urgent appeals in that we at-

tract new donors and make them 
more aware of the campaign so that 
later we can encourage them to be-
come frequent donors.  
-How many blood units are nec-
essary every day in Malaga in or-
der to guarantee the supply? 
-We need around 250 bags of blood 

every day. This is the amount 
needed to face the daily demand.  
-So the problem is that the de-
mand for blood remains the same 
in August, but donations decrease 
and this upsets the balance.. 
-Yes, exactly. Donations always de-
crease in August. In the summer 
many of our donors go on holiday. 
We notice the decrease.  
-In order to combat the anticipated 
decrease you launch a special cam-
paign just before the summer in 
order to be on the safe side. Did 
the one this year work out well?  
-Yes. The response is always excep-
tional. We notice that soon after we 
make the appeal, people don’t take 
long to donate. Campaigns usually 
work really well, since we get ex-
ceptional responses from local peo-
ple. This summer’s campaign 
worked very well. The problem is 
that that campaign was some time 
ago and as the donations haven’t 
picked up in the last couple of 
weeks, we had to make this urgent 
appeal.  
-What plan to you have for Sep-
tember?  
-In September we will reopen the 
unusual blood donor spots in in-
land areas of the province. In Octo-
ber, we will start the donations cam-
paign at Malaga University.  
-What are the essential require-
ments to become a blood donor? 
-You have to be in between 18 and 
65 years old, to be in good physical 
conditions and be willing to give 
blood, which is the most important 
thing of all.  

Sergio Fernández. :: FRANCIS SILVA

“With an urgent appeal we 
attract new donors and hope 
they’ll give blood regularly”
Sergio Fernández Doctor at the Regional Transfusion Centre

ÁNGEL 
ESCALERA

 aescalera@diariosur.es 
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--Where can people give blood? 
-In Malaga city the Regional Blood 
Transfusion Centre centre building 
is located in the grounds of the Hos-
pital Civil and open from Monday 
to Saturday, 9am to 2pm. The mo-
bile blood donation bus parks in the 
Avenida de Andalucía [opposite El 
Corte Inglés] from Monday to Fri-
day, 9am to 2pm. We also travel with 
the mobile unit to towns on both 
sides of the Costa del Sol.

The Blood Transfusion Centre was busy on Tuesday following Monday’s appeal. :: FRANCIS SILVA

Residents in UK 

between 1980 and 

1996 excluded 

The questionnaire that has to be 
answered before giving blood re-
veals a number of factors which 
exclude certain members of the 

public. As well as listing illnesses 
that are incompatible with giv-
ing blood, the requirements also 
state that anyone who lived in 
the UK for more than a year be-
tween 1980 and 1996 cannot do-
nate. This regulation, common 
in many countries, is due to the 
risk of Creutzfeld-Jacob, better 
known as mad cow disease.
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:: JOSÉ ANTONIO GUERRERO 

MADRID. Julio Acero, at 60 years 
of age, is renowned worldwide for 
his maxillofacial surgery. He is the 
only Spanish doctor to have been 
president of the World Society of 
this speciality and is president elect 
of the European one. Married with 
two children and one grandchild 
(and another on the way), he runs 
the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
Department at the Ramón y Cajal 
and Puerta de Hierro hospitals in 
Madrid, which are benchmarks in 
the public health service. 
  
– Doctor Acero (Dr Steel in Eng-
lish); it sounds like the name of a 
superhero....  
– Yes, it sounds strong, doesn’t it? 
Well, I don’t lack energy. The other 
day after a 12-hour operation eve-
ryone was exhausted and I said, 
“What’s the matter with you? I’m 
carrying on.” The doctors asked me 

“My ego is well under control”
Julio Acero has gone 
further in maxillofacial 
surgery than any other 
Spanish doctor. He has 
changed the lives of 
thousands of patients

Dr Julio Acero. :: VIRGINA CARRASCO
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if I had taken a magic potion or 
something!  
– You are a maxillofacial surgeon. 
We’re not talking about small cos-
metic improvements, it’s some-
thing much more than that, isn’t 
it?  
– It includes everything. We recon-
struct everything that affects the 
facial area and those around it, such 
as the neck. It can range from a den-
tal implant to a face transplant and 
in between you have serious facial 
traumas, for example from a fire-
arm, birth malformations or facial 
reconstructions because of a tumour.  
– Which of your ‘miracles’ are you 
most proud of?  
– Every time you operate on a pa-
tient and you see that you have re-
moved the maxillary or the jaw and 
it doesn’t show, you feel proud. And 
with tumour surgery, when you op-
erate on a young woman with fa-
cial cancer and she has just become 
a mother, and she says “Doctor, I’m 
going to die and won’t see my child 
grow up,” and 20 years later that 
woman has not only seen her child 
grow up but that child has never 
seen his mother deformed because 
we have reconstructed her face.... 
well, then you feel very proud.    
– I expect you have seen a lot of 
people cry? 
– Yes, patients and their families. I 
remember the case of the parents of 
a 13-month-old girl with an aggres-
sive malignant tumor near the base 
of the cranium. She had had an ini-
tial operation at another hospital 
and the possibility of a cure was 0.05 
per cent, to give some sort of a fig-
ure. They had given her chemother-
apy but the tumour had resisted, and 
the only possibility was an extremely 
complicated operation. We had to 
take out the jaw, the maxillary and 
her eye, to try to save her... anyway, 
we did that, it was a few years ago 
and the girl is still alive. That is very 
satisfying. Some patients don’t make 
it, and then we cry. We’re not robots.  
– Many patients who are cured 
think of doctors as gods. Who is the 
god of surgeons who carry out these 
‘miracles’? 
– Well, you know, I do have religious 
faith. Yes, many patients do say that 
you are like a god to them because 
you have changed their life, but no. 
We are human beings who do the 
very best we can and we have the 
obligation to use the abilities that 
we have been given, together with 
the technical resources. But we don’t 
work miracles.  
– So your ego is under control...  
– Very controlled. My ego, in the 
sense of being proud of what I do, 
helps me to continue fighting.   
– Do you work for love or money? 
– I don’t work for the glory of it be-
cause we are all paid, but patient sat-
isfaction is a large part of why I do 
this. Money has never been the most 
important thing. I have done very 
well professionally, but I dedicate a 
great many hours of my life to it and 
spend part of my holidays teaching 
and giving conferences. The reward 

isn’t financial, it is moral and scien-
tific.  
– Is the face the mirror of the soul?  
– Not 100 per cent. There are patients 
with a malformation at birth and 
they are stigmatised. They may be 
intelligent and highly qualified peo-
ple, but they won’t be given jobs. 
More than the face, I would say the 
facial expression may be the mirror 
of the soul.  
– What is the most difficult part of 
maxillofacial surgery? 
– The area around the eye. When you 
tell people you have to remove their 
jaw, maxillary, empty their neck or 
open their skull, they’re OK with 
that. But when you have to remove 
an eye because of cancer, they take 
it very badly. I can understand that. 
If you remove it, they lose it.  
– If Trump came into your consult-
ing room now and asked you to 
mend his face, where would you 
start? 
– Let’s just say that mending Trump 
would be difficult! 
– And Spain, can it be mended?. 
– Yes, without a doubt. We have good 
people in all fields. We need to calm 
down a bit.  
– For a doctor, is death a failure?  
– No, for a doctor untimely death is 
a failure. The other day we operated 
on a nine-year-old child with a can-
cer. If the cancer returns and he dies, 
that would seem like a failure.  
– What about cosmetic surgery? 
– If a patient has an ugly nose and 
wants a nicer one I don’t see any 
problem, but I don’t think it’s right 
when patients go over the top in 
terms of surgery, or want fillers.  
– Twelve-hour operations, a uni-
versity professor, private consul-
tations, travelling.... how do you 
do all that?  
– With great enthusiasm, but I sleep 
very little. 

:: EFE 

MADRID.  If Spain’s citizens lived 
a healthier lifestyle - for example, 
by stopping smoking and eating 
more healthily - the country could 
save 16.4 billion euros of its social 
spending on treating three diseases 
that have the biggest impact on the 
health of the population. Ischemic 
heart disease, type 2 diabetes and 

osteoporosis are three problems that 
could be prevented through lifestyle 
changes. The total social cost attrib-
utable to all three together is 26.5 
billion euros.  

These are some of the conclusions 
of research carried out at the Uni-
versity of Las Palmas de Gran Ca-
naria with the support of Funda-
ción Mapfre. The study takes into 

account the number of years we lose 
due to these diseases as well as the 
healthcare and non-healthcare costs, 
directly or indirectly, which include, 
for example, the lost of  productiv-
ity in the workplace or family care. 

“Diet is the killer and the culprit 
that reduces quality of life,” said Bea-
triz González, the director of the re-
search. Among women, inadequate 
nutrition is responsible for 60% of 
the “disease burden”, a concept that 
combines the number of years lost 
through dying ahead of time and the 
years lived with poor quality of  life 
due to illness. 

A healthier lifestyle would          
save Spain 16.4 billion euros

Brilliant surgeon. He is a 
member of the most presti-
gious colleges of surgeons in 
the world and has led tea-
ching programmes on every 
continent. His commitment 
has taken him ten times to 
different African countries to 
train doctors. 

 
Leisure. To relax, he likes 
opera, walking and reading, 
especially historical no-
vels.Maybe that comes from 
having read Don Quijote in 
its entirety when he was just 
seven years old!

PERSONAL INFO

“No, we are not gods; 
we are human beings 
who do the very          
best we can” 

“Every time you carry 
out major surgery         
and it doesn’t show, 
you feel proud” 
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Researchers at an 
American university 
have discovered a new 
means of early diagnosis 
using technology which 
is more commonly found 
in ophthalmology clinics 

:: EUROPA PRESS 

Researchers at the Faculty of Medi-
cine of the University of Washing-
ton in St Louis (USA) have used tech-
nology similar to that in many oph-
thalmological consulting rooms to 
detect early evidence of Alzheimer’s 
in elderly patients who show no 
symptoms of the condition. 

In the study, which involved 30 
patients and is published this week 
in the Medical Association Ophthal-
mology Journal, the scientists say 
that in future it will be possible to 
detect Alzheimer’s through a sim-
ple eye test.  

“This technique could help to de-
cide who should undergo other more 

costly and invasive tests for Alz-
heimer’s before any clinical symp-
toms occur. We hope it can be used 
to understand who is accumulating 
abnormal proteins in the brain 
which could lead them to develop 
the disease,” explained the princi-
pal author of the study, Bliss E. 
O’Bryhim, a doctor in the faculty’s 
department of Ophthalmology and 
Visual Sciences.  

The brain damage caused by Alz-
heimer’s can occur years before 
symptoms such as memory loss and 
cognitive deterioration occur. Sci-
entists estimate that the proteins 
associated  with Alzheimer’s can ac-
cumulate in the brain two decades 
before any symptoms show. At pre-
sent, doctors use PET scans and lum-
bar punctures to help diagnose this 
illness, “but they are expensive and 
invasive”. 

Retina and optic nerve 
In previous studies, researchers who 
examined the eyes of people who 
had died from Alzheimer’s said they 

showed signs of thinning in the cen-
tre of the retina and degradation of 
the optic nerve. In this new study, a 
non-invasive technique has been 
used called retinal angiography and 
optical coherence tomography, to ex-
amine the retinas of the people (with 
an average age of 70) who showed no 
clinical symptoms of Alzheimer’s.  

Around half had high levels of 
the Alzheimer’s proteins, amyloid 
and tau, or brain fluid, which sug-
gests that although they are show-
ing no symptoms, they probably 

would develop the condition. In the 
other subjects studied, the results 
were normal.  

“In patients with high levels of 
amyloid or tau, we detected a signifi-
cant thinning in the centre of the 
retina. We all have a small area with 
no blood vessels in the centre of our 
retinas, which gives us more precise 
vision. We discovered that this area 
was significantly wider in people 
with preclinical Alzheimer’s,” said 
chief researcher Rajendra S. Apte. 

In an eye test, opticians illumi-

nate the eye with light to measure 
the thickness of the retina and the 
fibres in the optic nerve. The re-
searchers added a new component: 
the angiography, which enables doc-
tors to distinguish the red cells from 
other tissues in the retina.  

They admit that more patients 
need to be studied to confirm the 
results, but say that if the changes 
noted can be used as markers for the 
risk of Alzheimer’s, “one day we 
might be able to detect it in people 
as young as 40 or 50”. 

A simple eye test could 
detect early signs of 
Alzheimer’s before any 
symptoms appear

Research has just been carried out on volunteers in the United States. :: SUR
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A LOOK AT LA LIGA

The English football system is 
largely failing the young players 
and they need to take a leaf out of 
the Spanish coaching books. Who 
told me this?  None other than the 
guru Pep Guardiola! 

One of the perks of the job is that 
I get the undivided attention of 
some of the greatest minds in foot-
ball, and I get to ask them pretty 
much anything within reason. 

Prior to sitting down with Guar-
diola I was told that his eyes glaze 
over and the voice becomes mono-
tone if you ask him the usual ‘on 
script’ questions. I noticed that he’d 
touched on the subject of the poor 
state of the English football acade-
mies when the written press were 
hunting for quotes about his teen-
ager Phil Foden. Nobody enquired 
further so I thought I’d try to ex-
plore the subject. 

Pep famously built his all-con-
quering Barcelona team on the spine 
of players who had studied their 
game at the club’s La Masia college 
of football. 

At Bayern Munich there was a 
strong German influence, yet at 
Manchester City the English play-
ers are in the minority and those 
who make the first team like Ra-
heem Sterling and John Stones have 
been bought in. 

Teenager Foden is the exception 
at Manchester City who have spent 
millions on recruiting the finest 
young talent from all corners of the 
world, many heading over from 
Pep’s native Spain like Malaga teen-
agers José and Iker Pozo. 

Despite the finest coaching and 
facilities, the path rarely leads to 
the first team and Guardiola is 
concerned that the English sys-

tem of playing academy football 
against players of a similar age is 
the reason. 

He told me:  “First of all before 
you play for the first team you 
have to play in a real tough com-
petition.  You can loan them to 
the Championship or the Premier 
League but when they play in the 
second team they don’t compete 
against strong teams really, and 
that is the problem.” 

“The Spanish system is differ-

ent.  B teams play in the second and 
third tiers against competitive clubs 
in real leagues against tackles and 
elbows of players whose careers de-
pend on the outcome of matches. 

“It’s like playing in the Champi-
onship,” he says. “The second teams 
from City, United, and Arsenal can 
play in these leagues [the lower Eng-
lish divisions].  

“For the young players in the 
Championship every game is a real 
test and that is the best way to im-

prove and go forward.” 
Last season Pep Guardiola agreed 

to loan players to one of Manches-
ter City’s business partners, Girona 
FC, who had just been promoted to 
the Spanish top flight with the help 
of his brother’s influence. Pere Guar-
diola is heavily involved at the am-
bitious Catalan club. 

The likes of Douglas Luiz, Aleix 
García, Marlos Moreno, Olaren-
waju Kayode and Pablo Maffeo all 
experienced various amounts of 
playing time and this season Pat-
rick Roberts has headed over for 
a gap year. 

This all happened as part of Pep’s 
master plan.  “For some of them it 
was an alternative.  Playing in an 
important league, like La Liga.  They 
play in nice stadiums like Camp 
Nou, Bernabéu, Bilbao, Atlético Ma-
drid... so that is the best way. 

“When you get young players 
who can play regularly every week 
on these stages, that is the best way 
to improve,” he said. 

I’m not sure how many of the big 
decision makers took the hint from 
Guardiola but I suppose the plus 
side is that if they don’t change the 
academy system, there will be 
plenty more stars of the future 
flooding to Spain.

The current Manchester City boss believes 
that England should adopt a similar approach 
to Spain when it comes to reserve teams

Pep talk

ROB PALMER

Guardiola’s great Barça side was built around a local core. :: REUTERS

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

The women’s under-20 
side were second best 
all over the field in 
Friday’s World Cup final 
in Vannes 

:: AMADOR GÓMEZ 

MADRID. It was Japan who broke 
Spanish hearts four years ago, when 
they ran out 2-0 winners in the un-
der-17 World Cup final in Costa Rica. 
And history repeated itself on Fri-
day when Spain’s under-20 side 

crumbled at the final hurdle in Van-
nes (France) as Japan cruised to their 
first triumph at this level. 

Pedro López’s side were looking 
to build on successes in the Euro-
pean Championships at under-17 
and under-19 level with victory on 
a global stage but failed to get a foot-
hold in the game, with the absence 
of Aitana Bonmatí, sent off in the 
semi-final, acutely felt. 

Despite controlling possession in 
the first half, Spain were unable to 
make their dominance pay and it was 
Japan that opened the scoring in the 
38th minute through Miyazawa. 

Japan extended their lead with 

two goals in the space of eight min-
utes at the start of the first half 
through Takarada and Nagano to 
leave their opponents struggling to 
stem the flow. 

Candela Andújar’s goal in the 71st 

minute proved to be just a consola-
tion as La Roja changed shape but 
were unable to threaten Hannah 
Stambaugh’s goal, except for Clau-
dia Pina’s strike which rattled the 
crossbar.

Spain’s dream ended 
by Japan once again

The players distraught at the final whistle last Friday. :: EFE

Errors cost Marbella on 
return to league action 

ALMERIA 
:: J. RODRÍGUEZ. Marbella were 
a bit rusty as they returned to 
league action following the 
summer break as they threw 
away a 1-0 lead to lose against 
Almeria B. 

Juanma gave the Costa side the 
lead in the 65th minute after 
pressing high, but just two min-
utes later, Dario Guti picked the 
pocket of Lolo Pavón before scor-
ing with the outside of his foot. 

With just four minutes left 
on the clock, Lin, the smallest 
on the pitch, headed home the 
winner having been left com-
pletely unmarked from the cross.

IN BRIEF

SSPAIN 1  JAPAN  3
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Extremadura - Deportivo      0-1 
Malaga - Alcorcón                    1-0 
Numancia - Cadiz                      1-1 
Reus - Zaragoza                         0-0 
Las Palmas - Albacete             1-1 
Cordoba - Oviedo                      2-4 
Sporting - Gimnástic               2-0 
Osasuna - Elche                         1-1 
Granada - Lugo                          1-1 
Almeria - Tenerife                     1-1 
Majadahonda - Mallorca       0-1

Alcorcón-Mallorca  
Lugo-Numancia  
Zaragoza-L. Palmas  
Elche-Reus  
Cadiz-Oviedo  
Tenerife-Deportivo  
Nástic-Majadahonda  
S. Gijón-Extremadura  
Granada-Osasuna  
Albacete-Cordoba  
Almeria-Malaga

Malaga                    2       2     0      0      3      1      6 

Mallorca                 2       2     0      0      2      0      6 

Oviedo                     2       1     1      0      5      3      4 

Las Palmas             2       1     1      0      3      1      4 

 Sporting Gijón     2       1     1      0      3      1      4 

Cádiz                        2       1     1      0      2      1      4 

Deportivo               2       1     1      0      2      1      4 

Zaragoza                2       1     1      0      2      1      4 

Numancia               2       0     2      0      4      4      2 

Albacete                 2       0     2      0      2      2      2 

Tenerife                   2       0     2      0      2      2      2 

Elche                        2       0     2      0      1      1      2 

Granada                  2       0     2      0      1      1      2 

Lugo                         2       0     1      1      2      3      1 

Alcorcón                 2       0     1      1      1      2      1 

Almeria                   2       0     1      1      1      2      1 

Extremadura         2       0     1      1      1      2      1 

Osasuna                  2       0     1      1      1      2      1 

Cordoba                  2       0     1      1      5      7      1 

Gimnástic               2       0     1      1      1      3      1 

Reus                         2       0     1      1      0      2      1 

 Majadahonda       2       0     0      2      1      3      0 
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Results Match day 3

LALIGA 123

Gustavo Blanco Leschuk 
scored with ten minutes 
to go, shortly before a 
nervous closing period 
when the hosts went 
down to ten men 

MALAGA. Malaga maintained 
their hundred per cent record for 
the campaign by seeing off Al-
corcón in an incident-packed en-
counter at La Rosaleda on Friday 

night. Substitutes Javi Ontiveros 
and Gustavo Blanco combined to 
bag the winner with ten minutes 
to go, before both sides lost men 
to red cards. 

Fresh off what was also a late 
win, 2-1 in Lugo last weekend, Juan 
Ramón Muñiz made just one 
change to his starting line-up, 
bringing in goalscorer Juankar on 
the left in place of Ontiveros who 
was hooked at half time in Galicia. 

There was no place for new sign-
ings Dani Pacheco and Mamadou 
Koné in the squad as the club must 
first ship out players so that they 
can complete their registration and 
comply with salary cap regulations. 

A first-division crowd 
Backed by a healthy crowd of al-
most 20,000, the hosts got off to 

the stronger start on their home 
league debut, maintaining posses-
sion and pressing from the front. 

The main protagonist in this was 
young Scotsman Jack Harper, start-
ing up front for the second con-
secutive game. It was his tenacity 
which set up the first chance of 
the half when he fought to win 
back possession near the corner 
flag before laying off the ball to 
deposed captain José Recio whose 
side-footed effort flew into row Z. 

Harper again was involved in 
the 15th minute as he robbed the 
defender of the ball before open-
ing up on his favoured left foot. 
His shot, however, was deflected 
into the air and headed clear. 

However, the Blue and Whites 
failed to maintain their control on 
the game and Alcorcón started to 

feel their way in with a few 
sighters – albeit nothing to trou-
ble Moroccan keeper Munir. 

The turning point 
Early in the second half, Muñiz 
made changes in attack and 
crowded Alcorcón’s half with the 
introductions of Hicham and Gus-
tavo Blanco Leschuk, in place of 
the ineffectual Renato Santos and 
Adrián. The focus on width disap-
peared and the hosts took a much 
more direct approach as the Ma-
drid side held a deep line. 

Blanco’s first chance came to 
him within minutes when 
Hicham’s cutback spun up and 
leant itself to an acrobatic volley. 
His effort, however, was well held 
by Dani Jiménez who hardly put 
a glove wrong all game. 

But when the game’s decisive 
moment came, he was helpless. 
Substitute Javi Ontiveros did well 
to resist the temptation to shoot 
when faced with three defenders 
and instead took the ball to the by-
line before chipping it to the near 
post for Blanco who steered his 
header into the top right-hand cor-
ner with just ten minutes to go. 

Hicham also came close, whis-

Substitutes combine to make it 
two wins from two for Malaga

Gustavo Blanco scored the winner with ten minutes to go. :: SALVADOR SALAS

1-0 
MALAGA-ALCORCÓN 

 Malaga:  Munir; Cifu, Luis Hernández, Pau 
Torres, Federico Ricca; Alfred N’Diaye, Re-
cio; Renato Santos (Hicham, 60’), Adrián 
González (Gustavo Blanco, 60’), Juankar 
(Ontiveros, 76’); Harper. Unused substitutes: 
Andrés Prieto, Diego González, Iturra, Héctor. 

 Alcorcón:  Dani Jiménez; Laure, Burgos, Fer-
nández, Bellvís; Sangalli, Toribio, Dorca, Nono 
(Borja Galán, 60’); Álvaro Peña, Jonathan Pe-
reira (Juan Muñoz, 67’). Unused substitutes: 
Raúl Lizoaín, Parra, Aly Abeid, Elgezabal, Eddy 
Silvestre. 

 Goal:  1-0 Gustavo Blanco (82’). 

 Referee:  Pulido Santana. Straight red for 
Ontiveros (90+2’). Yellow cards for Hicham, 
Dorca and Bellvís, the latter receiving a sec-
ond in the 92nd minute.

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

ALMERIA-MALAGA 
MONDAY 9PM
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:: JAMES CHAPMAN 

Malaga’s next test will see them 
take on Andalusian neighbours 
Almeria on Monday night (kick-
off 9pm). 

Fans face a visit to the Juegos 
Mediterráneos stadium, opened 

in July 2004 for the 2005 Medi-
terranean games, holding 15,000 
spectators. It was expanded to 
22,000 after the team were pro-
moted to La Liga in 2007 under 
the guidance of current Arsenal 
manager Unai Emery, but re-
turned back to 15,000 when they 
were relegated in 2015. Since then 
the team have struggled badly in 
Segunda finishing 15th and 18th 
twice. 

Following last week’s 1-1 draw 
against Tenerife, their only point 
so far, Almeria sit in 16th place.

tling an effort from fully 25 yards 
inches past the left-hand post. 

Late drama 
With the seconds counting down, 
nerves started to set in and when 
a counter-attack for Alcorcón was 
on, Ontiveros chased down his man 
before wrecklessly sliding in and 
earning himself a red card in stop-
page time. Carlos Bellvís also picked 
up a second yellow for his reaction 
in the aftermath. 

Despite this drama, there was 
little time left for anything else. 
“At the end of the day, a win’s a 
win, no matter how it comes,” said 
a satisfied Juan Ramón Muñiz fol-
lowing the game. 

Having claimed six out of a pos-
sible six points, Muñiz praised his 
players’ attitude: “The team has 
always accepted responsibility 
[since I’ve been here] and we are 
reaping the rewards of all the hard 
work put in during the week.” 

Competition for places 
Even without new signings Dani 
Pacheco and Mamadou Koné in the 

equation, competition within the 
squad is certainly high. When asked 
about the impact of his substitutes, 
Muñiz highlighted the overall qual-
ity of the squad: “I really like this 
team. When the game is over, 
they’ve got nothing left to give and 
whenever there are changes, the 
level either stays the same or goes 
up. 

“Individuals can surprise you, 
but the most important thing is 
the team and every week we have 
to give everything on the pitch.” 

Jack Harper, who will be look-
ing to keep his place in the side for 
Monday’s trip to Almeria, echoed 
the  sentiments of his coach. The 
Scotland under-19 international 
told SUR in English: “We’ve got a 
team that knows how to suffer and 
we know that the goal will come. 
We saw that last week from losing 
1-0  and turning the game around. 
I think there’s going to be good 
things coming this year.” 

Harper, raised on the Costa del 
Sol, said of his home debut: “To 
play in front of all the people, all 
the ‘malagueños’, was an honour.”

Up next

THE FIRST 

ANDALUSIAN 

DERBY OF THE YEAR

Juegos Mediterráneos stadium. :: SUR

Sporting director 
Caminero has until 
midnight tonight 
(Friday) to complete 
Malaga’s new-look squad  

:: ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. The countdown has 
started to midnight tonight (Fri-
day) as clubs in Spain frantically 
rush to complete their transfer deal-
ings before the window slams shut. 

For Malaga, perhaps more than 
most clubs, they have more press-
ing concerns with five players 
(Mehdi Lacen, Badr Boulahroud, 
Sead Hakšabanović, Dani Pacheco 
and Mamadou Koné) still not reg-
istered due to a surplus of players 
in the squad and the wage cap sur-
passed. Before any of these can pull 
on the blue and white shirt this 
season, the club needs to sell.  

Sporting director José Luis 
Caminero has been working all 
summer to try and shift the dead-

wood from the squad but has faced 
several obstacles with the club 
standing firm by its belief that           
it will not give players away for 
nothing. 

Roberto Rosales is the highest-
profile player on the exit ramp and 
is close to completing a transfer to 
Catalan side Espanyol. The Vene-
zuelan, one of the club’s longest-
serving players, was initially part 
of coach Juan Ramón Muñiz’s plans 
but expressed his desire to leave 
late in the summer. 

Cenk Gönen’s return to Turkey 
looks all-but sealed, but finding a 
destination for out-of-favour winger 
Adnane Tighadouini will prove 
more of a challenge as Malaga seek 
to recoup at least some of the 
money they spent on him. 

A buyer also needs to be found 
for Juanpi who, despite being one 
of the highest earners in the squad, 
is not wanted by Muñiz. 

One player who may also leave 
is last season’s captain José Recio. 
The midfielder has started both 

games so far this new season but 
has attracted the interest of La Liga 
side Deportivo Alavés. 

While Caminero is loath to los-
ing a key man, the way in which 
deadline day progresses may force 
his hand. 

It is not only outwards that 
movement could occur. Veteran 
Polish goalkeeper Pawel Kieszek is 
close to joining the Costa del Sol 
club after agreeing to have his con-
tract with Cordoba terminated. The 
Andalusian club, however, would 
retain the option to resign him at 
the end of the season as part of the 
deal. 

Whether the 34-year-old joins 
as a third or second choice depends 
on other transfers and whether cur-
rent second choice Andrés Prieto, 
who is at present expected to line-
up against Almeria on Monday in 
the absence of Munir who has been 
called up by Morocco for interna-
tional duty, remains at the club or 
seals the move away that he has 
been craving.

Club optimistic of securing 
departures on busy deadline day

Malaga CF and Malaga-based 
interiors company, Tesesa an-
nounced on Wednesday that 
their partnership, which sees 
the company’s name appear 
on the club’s shirts, will last 
two years. Tesesa’s name joins 
that of BeSoccer on all strips, 
including that of the women’s 
side, whose players’ names 
can now be purchased on the 
back from all official outlets.

MALAGA AND 

TESESA JOIN 

FORCES FOR TWO 

YEARS

:: SALVADOR SALAS

ALMERIA-MALAGA 
MONDAY 9PM
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Marbella rider Luis Ángel 
Maté took advantage of 
familiar surroundings to 
claim the King of the 
Mountains jersey  

:: DARYL FINCH / MARINA 
RIVAS / FERNANDO TORRES 

MALAGA. Thousands of visitors 
and cycling enthusiasts descended 
on Malaga province this week as it 
played host to the opening four 

stages of the annual Vuelta a España 
grand tour, expected to be one of 
the most fiercely-contested in his-
tory, in the absence of Chris Froome 
and with a number of the favour-
ites competing off the back of the 
Giro d’Italia. 

The most ‘malagueño’ Vuelta so 
far got off to a start from Malaga’s 
Centre Pompidou on Saturday eve-
ning with riders greeted by vast 
crowds throughout the city for the 
opening eight-kilometre first stage. 

This individual time trial was sur-

prisingly won by Rohan Dennis 
(BMC), who completed the route in 
nine minutes and 39 seconds. Riders 
passed Muelle Uno, the lighthouse 
and cruise terminal within the port 
area, before following the coast east-
wards ahead of a turn back into the 
city centre. As the peloton came down 
the Paseo del Parque, it was greeted 
by thousands of people, many of 
whom were visitors to the city, be-
fore turning down the emblematic 
Calle Larios ahead of the finishing 
line at Plaza de la Constitución. 

The day was sombre for a num-
ber of riders following the death of 
fellow cyclist Javier Ochoa. A Tour 
de France stage winner in 2000, 
Ochoa went on to become a para-
lympic gold medallist in 2004, but 
died on Friday, aged 43, following a 
long illness. 

Marbella rider Luis Ángel Maté, 
who was a close friend, competed 
in the opening stage hours after 
Ochoa’s funeral. “It’s a dream for 
any sportsman to be able to ride at 
‘home’ and today I did that,“ he said. 

“But it will always be bittersweet 
given his death. 

“I was lucky enough to get to 
know him after his accident; he is 
an example for everyone to follow.” 

The King of the Mountains 
The second stage proved to be a good 
one for Maté who, competing on 
home soil, picked up the King of the 
Mountains jersey following the 
163.5-kilometre stage from Marbella 
to the Caminito del Rey in which 
Spaniard Alejandro Valverde (Movis-

Malaga helps get La Vuelta off the line

The riders get encouragement as they pass through El Chorro. :: FERNANDO TORRES

The Costa del Sol and inland areas witnessed a lot of action this week, hosting the first four stages
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tar) came out on top. 
The Cofidis rider picked up 11 

points, to claim the jersey heading 
into the third stage. “This was al-
ways the objective,“ he said. “As 
soon as I knew the Vuelta would be 
coming here, to the roads I train on 
every day, I knew it would be an op-
portunity to claim the jersey.” 

This stage, which left from the 
Golden Mile in Marbella, snaked up 
through Coín, Alozaina, Zalea, Pi-
zarra, Álora and El Chorro, before a 
finish at the impressive Caminito 
del Rey, which provided a breath-
taking backdrop not only for the rid-

ers and the international press, but 
also fans following in person and 
around the world on TV. 

The cycling comes to the Costa 
Monday’s third stage, which de-
parted from La Cala de Mijas, was 

the longest to take place in the prov-
ince and took in the majority of the 
Costa del Sol’s major towns. 

Having left La Cala, it passed 
through Marbella once more, before 
going inland through Ronda and 
Yunquera before returning to the 

Maté, with the King of the Mountain jersey. :: AFP

Passing through the Marbella arch. :: JOSELE-LANZA

The first stage finishing line in Malaga. :: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

Riders in La Cala de Mijas. :: SUR

coast, via Mijas once more. Crowds 
in Benalmádena and Torremolinos 
witnessed the action before the stage 
finished in Alhaurín el Grande (the 
first time it has hosted the finish-
ing line in the Vuelta) with a vic-
tory for Elia Viviani (Quick-Step 
Floors). 

On the day, Maté made the most 
of his familiar surroundings to ex-
tend his King of the Mountains ad-
vantage, moving to 24 points, 12 
clear of his nearest rival. 

With another mountainous stage 
on Tuesday, Maté delivered again, 
amassing a further ten points, as the 
Vuelta made its final stop in Malaga 
province and its first stage start in 
Vélez-Málaga. 

Setting off from Avenida de las 
Naciones, riders passed through Tor-
rox, El Morche and Nerja, in the op-
posite direction to last year, before 
reaching Granada via Almuñécar. 

At the finishing line in Alfácar 
in the Sierra de Alfaguara, there 
was yet another stage winner - this 
time Dimension Data’s Benjamin 
King. 

The grand tour finished its stay 
in Andalucía on Wednesday with a 
medium mountain phase from Gra-
nada to Roquetas de Mar before 
heading into neighbouring Murcia 
on Thursday. 

Going into today’s (Friday) flat 
stage between Puerto-Lumbreras 
and Pozo Alcón, the overall leader 
is Rudy Molard (Groupama-FDJ), 
while Maté remains in the spotted 
jersey with a 22-point lead. 

The Vuelta will continue until 16 
September with a 100.9-kilometre 
stage from Alcorcón to Madrid. 

Between now and then, riders 
will only have two rest days, on 3 
September in Salamanca and on 10 
September in Santander.
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X Basketball. 
The Malaga-based 
Unicaja basketball 
team presented its 
new look kit on 
Tuesday at the 
Aduana building in 
the city. The new 
design, which has 
been described as 
“more daring” will 
be worn by the 
players when the 
new season gets 
under way at the 
end of September. 
The team’s first 
friendly takes place 
on Sunday against 
Movistar Estudi-
antes.  :: S. SALAS

S Tennis. Andy Murray (right) is out of the US Open after being beaten 
in controversial circumstances by Spain’s Fernando Verdasco in the sec-
ond round (7-5, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4). Murray accused Verdasco of receiving il-
licit coaching during a heat break. :: REUTERS

S Formula One. Fernando Alonso was able to walk away from the 
scene unhurt after a spectacular accident which saw Alonso’s McLaren 
land on top of Leclerc’s Sauber after being launched into the air by Ren-
ault’s Nico Hulkenberg during the Belgian GP on Sunday. :: AFP

 Polo. The 47th In-
ternational Polo Tour-
nament at Santa María 
Polo Club in Sotogrande 
reaches its climax to-
day, Friday, with the fi-
nal of the high goal 
Gold Cup. The tourna-
ment, however, draws 
to a close on Saturday 
with the final of the 
low- and medium-
handicap finals, the lat-
ter being contested by 
MB Polo (pictured) and 
Ayala Polo Team. At the 
time of going to print, 
the remaining finalists 
are yet to be decided.  :: 
SANTA MARÍA POLO CLUB
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Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

and  5 pm to 7 pm 

  

 

Tels.: 

952 649 692  
952 649 669 
 
Fax: 

952 611 256 
 

Advertising administrator: 

Teresa Canales 

 

 

SUR offices: 

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2, 

2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 

Benavente, 1, 2ª planta. Mon-

day to Thursday: 9 am to 7 pm. 

Friday: 9 am to 2.30 pm. Tel. 

952 580 142 – 605 022 121  

Web: 

www.surinenglishads.com 

 

Mijas: Centro Comercial Carre-

four. Avda. Los Lirios s/n. Open-

ing hours: Monday to Friday 

9.30-14.30h.  Tel. 952 580 726 

–670643488 

 

La Cala-Rincón: Avenida de 

Málaga, 72, Edif. Serrano, local 

2 (La Cala del Moral). Monday to 

Friday 9 am to 2 pm.   Monday 

to Friday. Tel. 952 403 611 

Coín:  Monday to Friday  10 am 

to 6 pm.  Mobile 600 513 343 

Estepona:  Puerto deportivo de 

Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-

trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-

609 569 878. Monday to Friday  

9 am to 3 pm. 

Representative offices: 
 

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588 

Web: 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

How much does  

an advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon 

 

NNOTICE TO READERS 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 

insertions will be given when the 

advertisement/material received 

is not suitable for print media. 

 
 
 
INTERNET/Email address: 
Please be advised that it 
may not be possible for 
your internet or email 
address to be printed on 
one line. If it will not fit, 
advertisers and readers 
alike should bear in mind 
that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address con- 
tinues on the line below
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

CAPISTRANO Village, Nerja 1 bed-
roomed flat. Large Lounge and 
Fitted kitchen 160,000 euros 
AgentBypass.com 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA, (Torremar) 3 
bedroomed Villa, 360 sea and 
mountain views 640,000 euros 
AgentBypass.com 

Estepona 

WWW.ESTEPONADUPLEX.COM   
Townhouse, owners website (no 
agents)  

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA, Reserva del 
Higueron. 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 
Penthouse, 580,000 euros Agent-
bypass.com 

FUENGIROLA Mijas main road, 5 
apartments with sea views Only 
650,000 AgentBypass.com 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

www.danpropertyinspain.com 
Help, advice, viewings. Fabulous 
Contemporany townhouse 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, terrace. 
149,950 euros. 654091051  

ALHAURIN Torre Alqueria close to 
Laurogolf. Sort after area walking 
distrance to hamlet centre and res-
taurants, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
home, pool, large, flat 2782 m gar-
den numerous fruit trees, 259,000 
euros negotiable. Esme Julia 
629487762, 678457784 

Málaga Capital 

TOWNHOUSE for sale in Ciudad 
Jardin, Malaga, 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths + 1 toilet. Lounge with chim-
ney, patio, terrace, attic, base-
ment and garage for 2 cars. Fur-
nished. 290.000 euros 
eloisaprieto19@gmail.com 

PIZARRA (Málaga) Chalet 4 bed-
rooms, 360 m2, swimming pool. Re-
duced: 165,000 + mortgage. 
634181891 

Marbella 

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile) 
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

CALANOVA Golf, impressive duplex 
penthouse, 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, 2 living areas, 392m2 + 
260m2 terraces. Fully refurbished, 
jacuzzi bath, BBQ area, plunge pool, 
elevator to both floors, fireplace, 
closed garage for 3 cars and stor-
age rooms. 785,000.00 EUR. Tel. 
620552620 

MARBELLA Center apartment for 
sale. 2 bedrooms. Avenida Arias 
Maldonado. Great opportunity. 
185,000 Eur. 64m2. Reformed. 
634181891 

Mijas 

newdevelopmentsinspain.com 
Fantastic value off plan develop-
ments from 149,950 euros. 
654091051 

MIJAS Costa Cerros Del Aguila: Villa 
5bed, 4bath, private pool, garage, 
gardens. Split as 2 apartments 
385,000 Euros. No agents. 
722291054 

MIJARES Mijas. 3 bed Villa with 
permission for 5 detached Villas 
1,200,000  euros AgentBy-
pass.com 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Costa: Garden 
apartment 2 bedrooms, furnished, 
very sunny, quiet. No dogs. Across 
Puerto Marina. 550 Euros monthly. 
620305823 angelesvilasfernan-
dez@hotmail.com 

BENALMADENA/ Higuerón - nice 
detached house, 3 bedrooms/ 2 bath-
rooms, seaviews, small garden, pri-
vate pool, closed Garage, 1800 eur. 
678578673 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com 2 bed, 2 bath, furnished, 
parking space, Finca Doña María, 
Torrequebrada . 800 monthly. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153  

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com 2 bed, 2 bath, unfur-
nished, parking space, Arenal Golf, 
Benalmádena, 700 monthly. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153  

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com 2 bed, 2 bath, unfur-
nished, parking space, seaviews, Mi-
rador del Golf, Torrequebrada. 500 
euros monthly.Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

Property Wanted 

PROPERTIES from the bank, inland 
and beachside. More info 
615845061 

Estepona 

STUDIO for long rental from 1st 
September. Newly refurbished new 
appliances, pools, beach, shops 10 
min walk. 6km Estepona. Dog wel-
come. 350 euros month 
jamesone@mercuryin.es  

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

ALPUJARRAS Granada for rent/sale 
Casa Luz - Casa Launa also long term 
rental www.lechienandalus.com 
628631616 (owners) 

ALHAURIN Torre. Longterm, pres-
tigious 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
homes with pools from 1,700 euros, 
charming, 3 bedroom home with 
pool, 1,100 euros, country homes 
with pools from 1,200 euros. Esme 
Julia. 629487762, 678457784 

COIN country villa, 5 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, 2 lounges, 2 kitchens, 
garden, pool, 990 
euros/month.679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

LONG term rentals: Malaga City to 
Marbella. Tel. 692814314 www.one-
malaga.com 

MARBELLABanús. Luxury large one 
bedroom apartment by Marina. 
Pools, parking. Short, Long let. bra-
voelezovic@gmail.com 
34637439222 

LA ALCAZABA one bedroom apart-
ment with south facing terrace. No 
upstairs neighbors ! Perfect for liv-
ing in or lock up and leave secon-
dary home rental. 1100.00 euros 
per month + electricity. To view 
629791004 or email alcazabamar-
bella@gmail.com  

PUERTO BANÚS Short term. Lux-
ury 1 bedroom, 1 sofabed, 2 bath-
rooms, A/C, terrace, gardens, pool, 
tennis court, access to beach. 900 
euros. 602655282 

NUEVA ANDALUCÍA Short term. 
Luxury loft, king bed, amazing bath-
room, walking distance to all facili-
ties. 600 euros. 602655282 

Mijas 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Angel de Miraflores, 
La Cala, 2 bed, 2 bath, furnished, 
475 euros monthly. Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

MIJAS Golf, 2  bedrooms, 2  bath-
rooms, 5 pools, Sept. to March. Fire-
place, AC. 850. 722113724 

Property Wanted 

LONG term and holiday let proper-
ties urgently required Estepona 
www.melrose-properties.com 952 
802 912 

LOS BOLICHES One bedroom apart-
ment required. Long term from mid 
September. Tel. 655669289 
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LUXURY rentals wanted for wait-
ing clients. Long and short term. 
Marbella Luxury Rentals. 
640830461. www.MarbellaLuxury-
Rentals.com 

ACCOMMODATION 

House / Flat Share 

LADY 68, clean, quiet, non smoker, 
looking to rent room with bathroom 
Fuengirola /Mijas Costa area. Non 
driver. Please call or text 630665454 
/ email aandk4@hotmail.com  

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

SWIMMING pool heat pumps: Cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
EnviroCare SL. All areas covered. 
Full guarantee. Over 20 years on the 
coast. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS..ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers.info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº 1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

SERVICES 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

WINDOW and door replacement. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.materbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 952917930/635913885 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all type 
of reforms, bathrooms/ kitchen, til-
ing, painting, plumbing, electrical. 
Robert, 678110067 

Plumbers 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

ELECTRICIAN. Installations and re-
pairs. 24h./ 365 days. Free esti-
mates. 630619709 

ELECTRICAL services Marbella/Este-
pona. Complete installations, main-
tenance, fault finding, extra lights 
and points, boletines, power saving 
surveys. Call Richard on 687 352358 

LIT ELECTRICIANS for all your elec-
trical work on the Costa del Sol. Call 
Craig 604106414 or Ben 
622911177 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional paint & decorating com-
pany. All aspects/ jobs undertaken. 
Damp repairs. Also kitchen/ furni-
ture spraying & effects. Call / 
WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

CLEAN reliable painter, decorator, 
plus wallpaper. Established 15yrs 
on Coast. No job too small!! Free 
quote. Stan 663424258 

AJ PAINTING All your painting 
needs. Free quote. Call/Whatsapp 
Tony 665394774 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

ALL CARPENTRY doors, floors, 
wardrobes, shelves, decking, kitchen 
and bathroom. Decorating, etc. Tel. 
664385610 

CARPENTER Doors, Wardrobes, 
Kitchens, Flooring, Renovations, 
13yrs Marbella, 666269751 

Gates 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Boilers 

WATER heaters: Gas or electric. Over 
20 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 952663141/ 
670409759 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 36 years expe-
rience 

Bathrooms 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

PROFESSIONAL Upholsterer. Boats, 
cars, houses, bars. 30 years experi-
ence. 696010190 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding, laying, sell-
ing marble. Clean, seal terraces. 
25 years experience. Cover all 
Costa. Tel: 0034-671244683 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
outour offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
anygenuine quote by 10 %, call to-
day 952 667559 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

ENGLISH 24/7 Locksmith/Safe 
Engineers. Established 2004. Call 
Daren or Mick 952660233-
667668673-636770865 www.se-
curityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

SOLAR Domestic Hot Water Sys-
tems: Quality installations. Over 20 
years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 952663141/ 
670409759 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR CONDITIONING. Quality in-
stallations, repairs and servicing. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Envi-
roCare SL. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

SUMMER offer air conditioning, 
best brands and quality, installa-
tion, repairs. Call 951216969 or 
visit www.pohl-service-group.com 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

Property 
Management 

DONE and Dusted. Established 10 
years. Property management. Key 
holding. Clean and laundry. 
687068364. doneanddust-
edcds@gmail.com 

EXPRESS Cleaning & Property Man-
agement. Fast professional clean-
ing and management service. Clean-
ing, laundry, keys and maintenance. 
expresscmsers@yahoo.com Tel. 
661903526 

LOOKING for reliable property man-
agement (regular control, key hold-
ing, cleaning etc.) for private house 
in Marbella/ Elviria. alex-
an7503@gmail.com 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
629769136 www.windowcleaning-
donjose.com 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
euros. 632569282 

LAUNDRY Self/service El Candelero. 
Save time & money doing your 
weeekly laundry in one hour. Open 
daily 7-23h. C/ Camino de Coín, 23 
Fuengirola. (Search on Google Maps) 

WASHING Spain Car Wash in your 
home -VIP ph# 602 56 81 44 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com   

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Lawyers 

LAWYER: Arroyo Miel/ Malaga. 
Legal advice conveyancing, wills, 
inheritances, contracts, divorces, 
criminal defense, any litigation, 
www.abogadoenlared.co.uk/ 
george@abogadoenlared.co.uk  
952964591  
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Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Architects 

ARCHITECTS, projects, construc-
tions, new buildings, extensions, re-
furbishments, legalisations, inte-
rior design. 680700430 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to raise funds against your 
home in Spain for property reforms, 
debt consolidation or liquidity pur-
poses? We have alternatives to high 
street Banks which offer bespoke 
solutions! Call us or visit www.flu-
entfinanceabroad.com for more in-
formation. +34 952 961 952 or email 
info@fluentfinanceabroad.com. Visit 
our San Pedro office 

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see 
if you can save money or better your 
terms by changing Spanish lenders. 
Do you have an old interest only 
mortgage which needs to be refi-
nanced? Contact Marc  952 85 36 
47, melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com or visit www.fluentfi-
nanceabroad.com 

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

INTERNATIONAL Events Company 
wishes to purchase or invest in ex-
hibitions, fairs, events or market 
type businesses. Contact The Forum 
Group at: nstenerife@yahoo.com  
or 922713246 

Insurance 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

CATERING for all occasions - birth-
days, weddings, parties, children´s 
parties. Offering BBQs, buffets, pa-
ellas, tapas, hog roasts, canapés, 
seated menus. Can adapt to most 
budgets. Please email Heather on 
info@fiestasol.com or call on 657 
214 831 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 
MAN & VAN Big/ small removals, 
clearances. 100% reliable. Ikea col-
lection/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 

952426463/ 660563131. Best 

prices. Fully legal. British Removal 

Company  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-

housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 

or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-

cus Transport 952816582 

move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 

door2door service. British Re-

moval Company SL. 952426463 

www.brcspain.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-

movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-

pean. Storage containers in Mar-

bella. David 696810618 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 

loads. Pet transport. 

Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 

637980655  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 

Packaging materials. Selfstorage 

Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 

FOR UK SEPT 7TH. SPACE AVAIL-

ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 

LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

MAN WITH big van, local removals, 

20 Euros/ hour. Also house clear-

ance. Ikea runs. 609321958 

NATIONAL and International Trans-

port regular loads to the UK LWB 

Van Focus Transport 952816582 

move@freinternational.com 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection. Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 
removals. Steve 722306194 

SOME contents of 3 bedroom apart-
ment for sale. Viewing possible in 
place. +447802737633 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

CARS wanted. Good honest prices 
paid. Call Steve 602407084 

FORD Galaxy ghia 6 speed box 7 
seater 2 litre Diesel 2007. 11 months 
mot taxed just arrived from uk 
2200Euros telephone 07460753351 

ROBERTSON´S Summer Sale... 
2013 Opel Corsa 1.2 hatchback 5 
door, Only 62,000 kms (Approx 
40,000 Miles), Church Minister 
owner, Blessed with aircon, elec-
tric windows, locking, alloys. 
Plenty of room for the father, son 
and golf clubs. Was... 7,250, Now 
6,995 Euros. Samantha 
952832173 / 608658785. 
WWW.ROBERTSONCARS-
SPAIN.COM  

ROBERTSON Cars... TOP SELL-
ING... 4X2 Diesel Nissan Qasqai 
2016 model 1.6. 6 Speed, only 
41,000 kms. Glass panoramic roof, 
SAT Nav, Parking camera, silver, 
immaculate, CD. Bluetooth, elec-
tric locking. Winner of every 
Award, very impressive, immacu-
late. Drive a winner... 17,995 euros. 
See photos on web page. Saman-
tha 952832173/ 608658785. 
WWW.ROBERTSON-
CARS¿SPAIN.COM 

ROBERTSON Cars... New Shape... 
Ford Fiesta 2015 1.25 Trend, 5 
Door hatchback, silver, very popu-
lar, only 63,000 KMS (approx. 
40,000 miles), private expat 
owner, super condition. Bargain 
buy 7,995 euros. See photo web. 
Samantha 952832173/ 
608658785. WWW.ROBERTSON-
CARS-SPAIN.COM 

ENGLISH gent looking for classic / 

collector cars. complete discretion. 

wantedclassics@gmail.com  

ELECTRIC: Nissan Leaf Acenta 24 

kWh, battery rental, 12/ 2013, pearl-

white, 35750 km, 12.900 euros. 

678292198 

MERCEDES SLK 230K 193cv man-
ual 1999 silver 3400 OBO 
603311737 

JAGUAR XK8,2006, 4.2, 110.000 
certified kms, maintenance history, 
black with beige leather, many ex-
tra's,1st owner, brand new condi-
tion, Spanish plates, 25.000 euros 
transfer incl.,683339029 

Repairs 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

SELF employed car cleaner wanted 
for regularly professional cleaning 
inside and outside of cars for sec-
ond hand car dealer in 
Malaga.683339029 

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CARAVANS 

Buy / Sell 

MOTORHOME Mercedes Rapido 
Randonneur 987M (2007) , V6 Die-
sel Engine Automatic , 27.680 km., 
LHD , Leather seats, Sleeps 4, Swivel 
front seats, Bike rack, solar pannel, 
Roof air, Kitchen,oven, toilet, 
shower,led lights. One owner Su-
perb condition. 62.000 euros. 
639713438 
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Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

SPLASH Nautica RYA License 
Training center Cabopino & Fuen-
girola. Waters sport, Dolphin trips, 
and private luxury boat charters. 
Boat sales. Tel/ Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

PUERTO Banus 8m mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

70' (21.21m) canal boat live aboard 
for sale, fully fitted, ready to go. 
Ideal for 2 / 4 persons based in Hert-
fordshire. Price £43,000.00. Please 
email or phone for more details and 
photos, viewing  

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

QUALITY staff? With over 5000 can-
didates and 400 new registrations 
monthly, we can help you hire and 
keep the best staff quickly and cost 
effectively. Find out how at www.job-
finderspain.com or call 951400234 

NEW JOB? At jobfinder Spain we 
meet with you, identify your key 
strengths, build you profile, then 
guide you through the selection and 
interview process for that perfect 
job!.Call 951400234 www.jobfind-
erspain.com 

EXPERIENCED Energetic & enthu-
siastic females required for telemar-
keting. Part time afternoon hours, 
contract, nomina and attractive com-
mission structure. You must have 
NIE and social paperwork, please 
call Annette on 952 586 140 after 
4.00pm. 

SCIENCE teacher required for Sep-
tember. To teach Key Stage 3, 4 and 
Alevel Physics or Chemistry. Please 
apply to The Benalmadena Interna-
tional College. Tel: 952561666 
email: info@bic-benal.com 

ICT TEACHER required for Septem-
ber to teach Key Stage 3 and BTEC 
level 2 and 3. Please apply to The 
Benalmadena International College. 
Tel: 952561666 email: info@bic-
benal.com 

SALES Executives. Base salary, KPI-
related bonus and uncapped com-
mission. Intensive training through 
our training Academy. Highly mo-
tivated and exciting working envi-
ronment where your career will move 
towards senior leadership at a rapid 
pace. Our core focus is on develop-
ing you to be the very best Sales Ex-
ecutive possible in a fun and dynamic 
way. Your Responsibilities: Formu-
lating business development. Strate-
gies and winning new clients. Ne-
gotiating new contracts and clos-
ing sales. Building and maintaining 
highly skilled client relationships. 
Identifying new niche market op-
portunities to support Senior Lead-
ership. If this sounds like you, please 
forward your CV to vpassis-
tant.eu@gmail.com 698444645 

LISTER Real Estate agency located 
in Mijas Costa and operative on the 
entire Coast is looking for Experi-
enced Lister. The candidate must 
speak English and Spanish fluently. 
Fixed salary and high commission 
scheme for the right candidate. 
Please send CV:  info@buenavista-
homes.eu  and/or call 951484500 

ACADEMY requires native English 
teacher. Nueva Andalucía. 
952818092/ 616681031 mundi-
lenguas@hotmail.com 

NATIVE, qualified, experienced Eng-
lish teacher needed for a full/ part 
time vacancy in a well established 
language school in Málaga (Teati-
nos) for next school year. A success-
ful candidate should love working 
with children and should also have 
proved successful in preparing stu-
dents for Cambridge PET and FCE. 
Please send CV to teachenglishin-
malaga@gmail.com 

FUN JOB available. Suncare Cen-
tral is looking for enthusiastic peo-
ple to join their team of pool side 
Suncare Advisors. You'll have an out-
going, get up and go attitude, be 
service motivated and like helping 
others. Our diverse team enjoys great 
training, flexible hours, contract 
with base wage, bonuses and incen-
tives. Contact Lorraine on lwilliam-
son@suncarecentral.com or 
(+34)657993245 

SOFTWARE Sales Consultant. Are 
you a great sales person who is com-
fortable selling software systems to 
National associations and Govern-
ment councils through online meet-
ings around the world? Excellent 
product, good basic + sales com-
mission. Office close to Puerto Banus. 
Send CV to jobs@wcea.education  

UNIQUE opportunity! Due to recent 
expansion, we are currently recruit-
ing telemarketers and sales account 
managers to join our target driven 
teams based at our contemporary 
offices in Mijas Costa. In return we 
offer full contract with basic salary 
and excellent monthly OTE. If you 
are up for a challenge and are sales 
hungry, please contact us for an in-
terview by calling 951 562 209 or 
emailing hr@ecc-eu.com 

BAR/ KITCHEN staff required for 
busy Estepona Port bar. English re-
quired. Send CV to: killalaau-
drey@outlook.com 

LOOKING for qualified English 
teachers for Fuengirola. Send re-
sumes to lynnesacade-
mycv@gmail.com 

MEERTALIGE Spaans en Nederlands 
sprekende aankoop -en verkoopme-
dewerker gevraagd te fuengirola. 
Voltijds of halftijds. Geen specifieke 
ervaring vereist . Opleiding door ons 
voorzien. Zeer goede vaste verdi-
ensten. Mail uw cv naar : 
snijders.an@hotmail.com  

ENGLISH teacher required for busy 
language school in Marbella and San 
Pedro area. Must have TEFL, pref-
erably Celta and experience teach-
ing children. Please send C V to 
cv@thelanguagehouse.es 

LUXURY Real Estate on Golden Mile 
is now hiring! Highly motivated Ad-
min with demonstrable experience. 
Bilingual English is a must. Addi-
tional languages a bonus. Good con-
ditions offered.Send CV to: patri-
cia@purelivingproperties.com or 
call 665778118 

LUXURY apartment by the sea needs 

domestic help. Contact 952479050 

BELGIAN owners (Dutch-speaking) 

require lady to cook and clean, whilst 

in our villa located in the Marbella 

Club Golf Resort in Benahavis (40% 

of the year). Must own a car. Please 

contact 0032476325874 

WE ARE a Real Estate agency in Este-
pona port with international clients 
from all Europe, looking for an ex-
perienced sales agent, english spo-
ken/written is a must, driving li-
cence and car. We are offering very 
good conditions for the right per-
son. Please send your CV to: 
info@properties-spain-mar-
bella.com 

CHEF de partie and Sous chefs re-
quired to come to England! Salaries 
vary from £22-£28k per annum, 
plus tips, holiday pay, live in and a 
free flight to the UK from Malaga 
airport! Please only apply if you have 
an EU or British passport, can speak 
basic English, can leave within 1 
month and you are currently work-
ing as a Chef de partie or Sous chef. 
If you are interested in a position 
please email sinead.leach@upham-
pub.co.uk 

KITCHEN staff required for a busy 

restaurant in Benahavis. Tues - Sun 

daytime shifts. English speaking re-

quired. Contract given. Please send 

CV to drw555@hotmail.com 

SELF employed car cleaner wanted 
for regularly professional cleaning 
inside and outside of cars for sec-
ond hand car dealer in 
Malaga.683339029 

PROFESSIONAL waiter required 
with experience for club, night shift, 
high level of English (Bilingual). We 
only work with foreign clients so 
languages are a benefit. Please send 
CV and contact telephone to: 
info@sugarbanus.com 

Situations Wanted 

NUDE model (male) seeks individ-
ual artist or group working with 
drawing, painting or sculpting. Also 
posing only, bodypaint/cast or CFNM. 
Very experienced. croquis-
model@sol.dk or phone/ SMS 600 
795 608. Ole  

RESTAURANTS 

PERSONAL Chef. Fancy a break-
fast, brunch, lunch or dinner with 
friends and family in your own 
home? 602002032 www.floryval-
catering.com Marbella / Málaga 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

FUENGIROLA Latina 43, pretty, 
chubby, seeks men friendship (41-
89). 616801141 

SCHÖNE, gebildete und charmante 
jud. Frau 60 Jahre mit Interessen an 
Reisen und Konzert besuchen sucht 
gleichgesinnten deutschsprachigen 
Mann für eine lange und ernsthafte 
Beziehung. Tel.632853522 

Clairvoyants 

2ND GENERATION psychic, future 
prediction. www.garywilliamspara-
normal.com 952 932 600 

Counsellors 

SEX ADDICTS anonymous. Prob-
lem with your sexual history. There 
is a cost-free solution . Helpline 622 
185 664 

Others 

LADY looking to meet fit unatached 
gentleman 'sixties' divorced or we-
dowed 601627467 
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HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

THAI full body massage. Relaxation, 
Anti-Stress therapy, Lomi-Lomi. 
Fuengirola. 600231544 

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Total treatment 
process ensures complete satis-
faction. Summer Sale. Big Dis-
counts. Tel. 622231133 

FRESHENING body/ foot massage 
by Oriental lady. Riviera/ visits. 
658833243 

FULL body massage: Relaxing, 
Therapeutic, Sport, Swedish. Mary 
professional masseuse. Excellent 
attention. Puerto Banús. 603249328 

Others 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

MALE/ female viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

Hairdressers 

ROBERT James hair replacement. 
For free consultation call 
952574075/ 602668649 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy. COSRT and 
BACP accredited. Individuals and 
couples. www.sextherapymar-
bella.es Richard 608 594 608 

BREUSS massage, Dorn method, re-
lax and sports massage, reflexol-
ogy. Home visits. Fuengirola-Mar-
bella. 603135167 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

ONLY here for short periods? Af-
fordable rental packages available 
for Internet and TV with Internet. 
No contract required. Just pay as 
you go!! 0034951386044 

IPTV 2300+ channels from UK and 
16 other countries, 48 hour trials 
available... Full details 
www.pjsat.tv/iptv or 672836621 
(mobile/ whatsapp) 

UK TV English Channels free inc 
catch up, on demand + much more. 
No monthly fees. Unbeatable inc 
warranty. 653061472 

BBC 1/2 full pack from 200 Euros 
no internet no contract one off 
pay full sky pack ip tv internet and 
all europeens channels no dish no 
contract paye as you go at the best 
price satélite realligment improve 
signal tv all rooms no cables sound 
disco systems video secutity 
alarms recorder /intercom sys-
tems all type leed lcd tv repairs 
power failure electrical rewiring 
service all coast corerage full 
furanteed José Sotto Since 1973.  
952443838.   670443838  Email 
josesotto@ono.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. info@daytona.es 
or call 952667395 Los Boliches 

CANON EOS550D Digital SLR cam-
era + Tamron AF 28-300mm XR LD 
lens + 8Gb memory card + case 250 
euros. 951571743 

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

PC DOCTOR: Professional PC, lap-
top, mobile device repairs, hosting 
and web/cloud services. Call now 
on 952 591 071/ 902 007 202 

CLASSES 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola, also C/Mayorazgo 
8, Trapiche area, Marbella. Manual 
or automatic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method: simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents 617 879 834 

LAMDA acting classses for children 
age 10/16. Exams twice a year. Call 
Jayne on 630202221 for further 
info 630202221 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES  German Shephards, Ken-

nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 

vaccinated,microchip, info 

619464515 or 609535857, 

wwwcoroninas.com 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

www.stefanieskennels.com tele-
phone 952790943 Kennels and Cat-
tery, Estepona. Excellent facilities, 
established for 32 years. Viewing 
most welcome 

Pet Transport 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 

SPORTS & HOBBIES 

DAL NEGRO Walnut Backgammon 
Set - Inlaid Maple + Toulipier wood 
points 250 euros. 951571743 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)
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Talk Radio Europe 

105.5 Axarquía 

91.5 Costa del Sol East 

91.9 Costa del Sol West 

98.7 Gibraltar/Sotogrande 

News, interviews, lifestyle, sport and  

BBC World Service. 

Global (93.6 and 96.4FM) 

All week round the clock music and 

entertainment 

Radio Radio Network (96 and 98.3 

FM). Music 24 hours. 

Central FM (98.6 FM, 103.8) 

All week, classic tracks and today’s music 

broadcast to the Costa del Sol 

ACE FM (106.8 FM) 

Inland radio, news and music 

The Beat fm (106 FM)  

24 hours, music and entertainment 

Spectrum  (105.5 FM, Costa 

Almeria/Mojácar 92.6 FM) 

24 hour music and entertainment 

Radio Mijas (107.7 FM) 

3 p.m. News, views and music 

Radio Sol Almijara (99.1 FM) 

Nerja radio in English and German and 

night time World Radio Network 

Heartfmspain (88.5 FM Costa, 96.1 

FM inland) Music, entertainment, news 

Lick FM (103.6 FM Marbella) 

Urban music broadcast between Gibraltar 

and Calahonda 

Rtv Puebla (107.7 FM) 

Monday evenings, Rock music memories. 

7 - 9pm. email: 

radiopuebla.musicmemories@yahoo.com 

Fb: Radiotelevision Peubla de Cazalla 

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES CLOCKWORD

THE WORDPUZZLER

INTERNATIONAL RADIO

QUESTION 1

QUIZ

1. Angola 
2. Lesotho 
3. Ghana 
4. Sudan

Of which African country is 
Khartoum the capital?

QUESTION 2

1. California 
2. Michigan 
3. Nevada 
4. Vermont

In which US state is the 
McCarran International 
airport? 

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11310

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making 

sure that every 

row of nine 

numbers includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9, every 

column includes 

all digits from 1 

to 9 and every 3 

by 3 subsection 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

An attempt at taking charge in a certain 

situation may not go according to plan. 

Confidence reigns and you will ask for 

what you want in no uncertain terms.    

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Deal with any small matters or niggling 

health concerns. Allow time to clear 

your mind and relax.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

It is a great time for dealing with 

improvements to the home and setting 

up plans for the future. Be bold! 

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st  

Midweek influence from Saturn could 

mean negotiations hitting a hard place. 

Be sharp on finances.     

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

What someone close wants now, you 

could be wanting in a few months time! 

Keep an open heart and mind.    

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Finances need your close attention right 

through the week to avoid annoying 

problems later on. It really is just a 

matter of being more organised.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Well, your love life brings amazing 

news. Maybe you decide to take a 

romance a step further.  

 

Virgo  

August 24th - September 23rd 

High energy means a big push forward 

with your decisions. Do give yourself 

time to think, however, as enthusiasm 

could override practicality..   

 

Libra  

September 24th - October 23rd 

A great time for communicating your 

ideas and feelings. Be set to impress 

those you come into contact with.      

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

You know that life is not always perfect 

but it is in your power to make others 

feel better about themselves..  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

You feel the need to let off steam. 

Letting others know exactly how you 

feel is a great tension-reliever.   

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

A hiccup at the beginning of the week 

should not put you off making a new 

start, perhaps on an old idea. 

Across Down

3

2 9 8

6 5 4 3 1

9 7

4 2 6 9

4 5 8

5 7 2 3

8 6 4 3 5

1
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BOOK OF THE WEEK

A Heart So White                                   

Javier Marías 

Juan is a newlywed translator who 
shuttles between New York and the 
Hague for six to eight weeks at a time, 
while his young bride Luisa remains 
behind in Madrid to establish their 
home together. In Juan’s absence she 
develops a close relationship with 
her enigmatic father-in-law, a char-
ismatic art dealer named Ranz who, 
though in his seventies, has not lost 
the charm that enabled him to marry 
three times despite the fact that his 
first wife died mysteriously and the 
second committed suicide upon re-
turning from their honeymoon.

ANSWERS

Language Crossword

Cryptic Crossword

Clockword solution

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THOUGHT FOR  
THE WEEK

Education’s 
purpose is    
to replace     
an empty 

mind with   
an open one  

MALCOLM FORBES

Answer 1: Sudan 

Of interest:  The establishment of Khartoum as the capital dates back to the 

first decades of the 19th century during the period of Egyptian conquest of 

Sudan (1820–1824).  It is the sixth most populous city in Africa.  

Answer 2: Nevada 

Of interest: McCarran International Airport is the primary commercial 

airport serving the Las Vegas Valley, a major metropolitan area in the U.S. 

state of Nevada. It is in Paradise, about 5 miles (8.0 km) south of Downtown 

Las Vegas.

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Marella Spirit             02/09                 Ceuta                Lisbon                 06.00            21.00 

Aegean Odyssey        03/09                  Cadiz               Valencia               07.00            23.59 

Seven Seas Navigator  04/09             Cartagena         Portimao              08.00            18.00 

Sirena                          04/09             Cartagena          Funchal               08.00            18.00 

Wind Surf                   05/09               Almeria            Gibraltar              09.00            23.59 

Braemar                      06/09               Almeria              Sevilla                08.00            20.30 

Harmony G                 07/09              Marbella           Marbella              00.00            05.00 

Seabourn Encore      07/09               Tangier           Cartagena             07.00            17.00 

Balmoral                     08/09                     -                          -                      07.30            17.00 
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:: FERNANDO TORRES 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. Just 
a few months ago, a study about 
prehistoric Malaga threw up some 
surprising results. The Paleolithic 
‘malagueño’ lived on a predomi-
nantly seafood diet consisting of 
clams and even whale meat, ex-
plained the report put together by 
scientists from the University of 
Salamanca, carried out on finds 
taken from the Cueva de la Victo-
ria in the 1970s. However, this 
could be just the tip of the iceberg. 

A team of investigators formed 
by Esteban Álvarez-Fernández 
(University of Salamanca), Jesús 
Jorá (UNED), Emili Aura (Univer-
sity of Valencia) and Pedro Can-
talejo (Cueva de Ardales) have put 
together a scheme with the aim of 
“recovering, through new technol-
ogy, the scientific importance 
which this prehistoric find has on 
a European level”, according to 
Cantalejo. 

As well as the lithic and bone re-
mains at the centre of this study, 
this Asset of Cultural Interest (BIC) 
composed of two interconnecting 
chambers (the first known as the 
Sala de Conchas because of the 
number of seafood shells found 

here) is also unique because of its 
cave paintings which show hunt-
ing scenes and other customs of 
the time. 

Access is difficult and only pos-
sible through two metres-deep 
wells and any exploration needs 

significant funding, which has not 
been forthcoming from the Junta 
regional government. 

So that the project doesn’t fall 
by the wayside, the investigators 
have appealed to Rincón de la Vic-
toria council for both financial and 

logistical assistance. Their plea was 
delivered a little over a week ago 
and is yet to receive a reply. 

The objective of the project, to 
which SUR has had access, is to up-
date the data and material that is 
currently available to the Univer-
sity of Salamanca through three 
activities. 

The first is to carry out a topog-
raphical survey on the Sala de las 
Conchas, renewing the profiles 
first taken in 1972. After that, the 
surface of the cave will undergo 
graphic documentation before vari-
ous samples (sediment, pollen, ra-
diocarbon  etc.) are taken for labo-
ratory analysis. 

Following the processing of the 
information, all materials will be 
given to the Museum of Malaga. 

Damage to the cave 
After vandals damaged cave paint-
ings more than a year ago, the need 
to preserve this vital part of the 
region’s history was pushed to the 
foreground. 

This episode made the conser-
vation of the Cueva de la Victoria 
a political issue, one that Rincón’s 
councillor for Culture, Antonio 
José Martín, agrees needs to be ad-
dressed. “We will take everything 
that this study aims to achieve into 
account,” he said, explaining that 
it was now the time to “study” the 
proposal which fits with the ob-
jectives of the council: “We are 
working towards all of the caves 
in Rincón de la Victoria being open 
for the public to visit.”

Scientists observe the Cueva de la Victoria in Rincón, famous for its cave paintings. :: FERNANDO TORRES

Scientists hope to 
carry out further 
investigations on 
the Cueva de la 
Victoria in Rincón

The cave with plenty more to give


