
in English

FREE COPY
THE NEWSPAPER FOR 

SOUTHERN SPAIN

November 2nd to 8th 2018 
www.surinenglish.com

Official market leader 
Audited by PGD/OJD

Andalucía at 
its best, all in 
one edition

Explore more of southern 
Spain in this special 
supplement prepared for 
the World Travel Market  
INSIDE

TOURISM

News  2 

Comment  22 

Lifestyle 24 

Health & Beauty 42 

What To Do  35 

Food & Drink  39 

Sport                            48 

My Home 53 

Classified 56 

Time Out 62

Roast chestnuts were handed out to visitors in the Parque de los Tres Jardines on Thursday. :: JOSELE -LANZA

CHESTNUTS GALORE

Tourism authorities 
prepare to win back 
British visitors in London

Visitors and tourists turn out for an 

autumnal tradition in San Pedro,  

the Tostón festival   

The winter season at Malaga airport 
began this week with news that the 
number of flights scheduled between 
now and March has increased this 
year by 15%, bringing a possible to-

tal of more than seven million peo-
ple to the region. This, along with 
reports that fewer hotels are closing 
for the low season, comes as brighter 
news as the tourism industry heads 

to the World Travel Market in Lon-
don next week. The main concern 
for Costa representatives at the three-
day international travel fair will be 
to recover British tourist figures 
which fell this year after several re-
cord-breaking seasons. The Junta de 
Andalucía has announced a change 
in strategy while the Costa del Sol 
has its own exhibition space at the 
show for the first time.  P2&3

While a drop in tourist figures this year 
concerns the industry, an increase in 
winter flights to Malaga raises optimism

Help has been promised for 
Campillos, Teba and Ardales 
by regional and central 
governments P12

Mayors lead flood 
aid protests as 
authorities 
announce funds

Spain still speaks 
Spanglish. A report 
reveals that this country’s 
English is still mediocre 
and getting worse  P24

A double from 
Blanco Leschuk 
keeps Malaga CF 
on top P48-49
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Between now and the 
end of March the 
airlines have made 7.1 
million seats available 
for people to fly to the 
Costa del Sol  

MALAGA. The airport which 
serves the Costa del Sol is expect-
ing to be extra busy this winter, 
because from now until the end of 
March the airlines are offering a 
total of 7.1 million seats to fly here.  
This is 15 per cent more than the 
same period last year, and there 
will also be 13.7 per cent more 
flights, with more than 43,000 
planes landing and taking off in 
Malaga during this time.  

Malaga airport is the fifth in 
Spain in terms of plane seats over 
the winter, according to the Aena 
airports authority, after Madrid-
Barajas, which is offering more 
than 29.5 million, Barcelona-El 
Prat with over 23.1 million, Gran 
Canaria with 7.9 million and Palma 
de Mallorca with 7.3 million.  
      A total of 43 airlines are offer-
ing direct flights between Malaga 
and destinations around the world 
between November and March, 
and 16 of the 186 routes are new.  

These include the Vueling flights 
connecting Malaga with Algiers 
and Marseilles, and others which 
were announced this week by Nor-
wegian, which is the fourth big-
gest airline in terms of passenger 
traffic in Malaga.  

This company, which will base 
six of its planes in Malaga this win-

ter, is the one that  has most in-
creased the number of flights. It 
is now offering 45.5 per cent more 
seats on flights to Malaga, total-
ling more than 926,000.  

Norwegian will be flying to 16 

destinations altogether, including 
its latest addition, Dusseldorf.   

Ryanair, which is the leading 
airline at Malaga airport in terms 
of volume of passengers, is also ex-
panding its connections from the 

Costa del Sol this winter.  
The low-cost Irish airline re-

cently announced that it will be 
flying from Malaga to Luton six 
times a week, and it has introduced 
a connection to Oslo and another 

to Dusseldorf, which will be among  
51 routes the airline is operating 
during the low season.  

Sources at Aena say the two ma-
jor markets for Malaga airport are 
performing strongly at present: 
Europe, with 152 routes, and else-
where in Spain, with 29.  

However, there will also be more 
flights to more distant destina-
tions, such as the USA with 41.1 
per cent more seats and 37.9 per 
cent more operations, and Africa, 
where the airlines have placed 30.4 
per cent more seats on sale and pro-
grammed 17.2 per cent more op-
erations so far.  

Year-around attraction 

These important increases are in 
contrast to the scheduling for last 
summer, when the airlines in-
creased their connections with 
Malaga by four per cent. It is a clear 
indication that the companies can 

Malaga airport looks forward to a busy winter 
with more flights and new destinations 

PILAR 
MARTÍNEZ

 pmartinez@diariosur.es

Fewer hotels in Malaga 
are planning to close 
for the winter  

Positive tourism figures in the 
winter months in recent years 
have led some hotel owners to 
take the decision to stay open 
during the low season instead of 
closing as normal. This is seen as 
a clear step forward in the at-
tempt to attract year-round 
tourism to the region. 

The president of the Hotel 
Owners Association of the 
Costa del Sol (AEHCOS), Luis 
Callejón Suñé, announced this 
week that 46 hotels in the 
province will be closed from 
November, five of them to carry 
out modernisation works 
which in total will cost 27.1 mil-
lion euros. 

Statistics from the Costa del 
Sol Tourist Board show that last 
November 8.4 per cent more 
people stayed in hotels in 
Malaga province than during 

the same month in 2016, and 
there were 3.5 per cent more 
overnight stays. Average in-
come per available room in-
creased by seven per cent. The 
figures for January were close, 
but slightly lower.  

Last winter 63 hotels in the 
province closed during the win-
ter months, meaning that 
25,500 beds were no longer 
available. This year it looks as if 
22,000 beds will be taken off the 
market, principally between No-
vember and February.

43,000 
flights will be landing or taking 
off from Malaga between now 
and March next year.  

103 
destinations around the world 
can be reached on non-stop 
flights from the Malaga-Costa 
del Sol airport.   

16 
new routes have been intro-
duced from Malaga during the 
winter season.

THE FIGURES

Intense activity at Malaga airport in the run-up to the winter season. :: M. FERNÁNDEZ
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see the attractions of the desti-
nation at other times of year, 
and not just in the peak season.  

The sector is also confident 
about the future of tourism 
within Spain, and has increased 
flights for the domestic market 
by 10.6 per cent to more than 
10,400.  

The number of seats on offer 
for flights within the country 
has now risen to 1.3 million, 
which is 10.8 per cent more than 
last winter.  

However, most of the airlines 
have been focusing their atten-
tion on destinations elsewhere in 
Europe, with 16 per cent more 
seats and 14.7 per cent more flights.  

There are 39.4 per cent more 
seats available to Sweden, 24.7 
per cent more to Germany, 9.8 
per cent more to Ireland and 
eight per cent more to Italy. 

The UK continues to be the 
principal market, however, with 
a total of 44 routes to British 
cities, reinforcing its position 
as the country with the most 
connections and with 14.6 per 
cent more capacity.  

This will no doubt compen-
sate for the 5.5 per cent reduc-
tion which was registered in the 
numbers of travellers to Malaga 
from Britain between January 
and August this year. 

The regional Tourism 
minister said this week 
that the industry needed 
to adapt to the changing 
visitor trends  

:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. The regional minister 
for Tourism, Francisco Javier 
Fernández, said at a SUR event on 
Monday that action must be taken 
to deal with the recent evidence 
of a fall in British tourist figures in 
Andalucía. 

This year’s decrease in holiday-
makers visiting the region from the 
UK, as well as Germany, among other 
countries, has caused the tourism 
authorities to adopt a last-minute 
change in strategy for next week’s 
World Travel Market in London. 

At the three-day travel fair, An-
dalucía and the Costa del Sol will 
come up against rival destinations 
around the world in their fight to 
attract British holidaymakers and 
convince tour operators to continue 
sending tourists to southern Spain. 

Fernández said that this year’s 
campaign would not just focus on 
London but would also reach out 
to places such as Manchester and 
Birmingham, where the collapse 

of Monarch caused a drop in tour-
ists heading for Spain. 

The Costa del Sol tourist board, 
meanwhile, promises a bigger and 
better presence at the fair this year, 
having its own exhibition area- of 
around 200 square metres - for the 
first time.  

Its aim, said president Elías Ben-
dodo this week, is to recover the 
5.5% fall in British visitors recorded 

in the first nine months of this year 
at Malaga Airport. Bendodo ex-
plained that around a hundred busi-
ness owners will be in London next 
week under the umbrella of  Tur-
ismo Costa del Sol with more than 
300 professional meetings already 
set up on the stand. 

Beaches, golf, cuisine, inland 
beauty and city are among the fea-
tures to be promoted next week in 

London with the help of the special 
SUR in English supplement (inside 
this edition).  

The tourism special will be dis-
tributed from this newspaper’s own 
stand at the fair as well as inside 
Monday morning’s edition of the 
London daily business newspaper 
City A.M. which reaches thousands 
of commuters across the British 
capital.

Tourism authorities head to London armed 
with strategies to win back British visitors

Andalucía’s Tourism minister, Frnacisco Javier Fernández, in Malaga on Monday. :: S. SALAS
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employees did the same, while an-
other colleague locked herself in 
the toilets. “I hid in the storeroom 
out of survival instinct,” she said. 

“His face was covered and he 
pointed [the gun] at everyone in 
the restaurant. He fired seven 
shots, but I was so nervous that I 

didn’t see what he was shooting 
at,” continued the waitress. 

Another of the employees who 
was in the kitchen said he went 
out with the intention of follow-
ing the attacker but when he saw 
how serious the incident was he 
also hid.” 

Quick response 
The emergency services received nu-
merous calls informing of the shoot-
ing and police were quickly deployed 
to try to intercept the suspects. 

After the shooting, the gunman 
left the restaurant and escaped in 
a white van parked nearby where 
an accomplice was waiting. The 
van, which apparently had its back 
window missing, left in the direc-
tion of the motorway. 

Sources close to the case said 
that police chased the gunman’s 
van but lost sight of it on the 
motorway. 

The emergency services rushed 
the victim to hospital with gunshot 
wounds to the head and upper body.

:: J. CANO / Á. FRÍAS 

MALAGA. An investigation has 
led to the arrest of 82 people, a 
dozen of them minors, accused 
of being part of a wide-reaching 
scam to gain money from insur-
ance companies. 

National Police investigated 
21 suspicious vehicle collisions 
between 2015 and 2018, many 
of which involved buses and taxis 
in Malaga city. 

The idea, according to the in-
vestigation, was for the scam-
mers to provoke a crash involv-
ing as many people as possible, 
in order to claim compensation. 

SUR sources believe that the 
fraud raised at least 260,000 
euros.

Eighty-two 
arrested as part of 
insurance fraud 
car accident scam

:: JON SEDANO 

MALAGA. A collectable doll, one 
of only 100 made to coincide with 
the launch of the Chucky film in 
1989, was stolen from a computer 
repair shop in Malaga last Friday. 

However, thanks to CCTV im-
ages which caught a man grab-
bing the doll and giving it to a 
woman who put it in her bag, as 
well as a campaign launched by 
SUR, the doll, valued at 1,000 
euros, has been returned. 

Its owner, César Gil, explained 
that the doll was dropped off at 
a roast chicken shop nextdoor, 
probably as a result of the CCTV 
images being shared. “In any case, 
I’m pleased it’s back as it is a col-
lectable and this incident has 
probably seen it increase in value”.

Rare Chucky doll, 
valued at 1,000 
euros, returned 
after theft

A 33-year-old man was 
killed after a masked 
gunman opened fire in a 
restaurant in Playamar on 
Saturday night  

:: JUAN CANO / ÁLVARO 
FRÍAS / CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

MALAGA.  A man who was gunned 
down while having dinner in a res-
taurant in Torremolinos last Sat-
urday night has been identified. 

The victim, who later died after 
emergency surgery in Carlos Haya 
hospital, was known to police, hav-
ing been arrested a month ago in 
connection with an unexploded 
bomb found in a litter bin in the 
Alto de los Monteros area of Mar-
bella. However, just a couple of 
weeks later, he was out of prison 
having paid his bail. 

The 33-year-old Dutch national 
of north African descent, was shot  
at around 9pm on Saturday by an 
individual who burst into Tiki, a 
restaurant on the seafront at Playa-
mar, with his face covered and 
opened fire, letting off seven shots 
without saying a word. 

It was still quite early for a Sat-
urday night and the only custom-
ers were the victim and his female 
companion who were dining at a 
table, and another foreign couple 
at the bar. 

The waitress was about to serve 
the couple one of the dishes they had 
ordered when the incident occurred. 

“I hadn’t seen the man who fired 
the shots come in. When I heard 
the first shot I thought it was a bal-
loon bursting. I didn’t think it could 
be a gunshot, even though it was 
inside, but when I saw they were 
gunshots I dropped the plate I was 
carrying and ran to hide upstairs 
where we have a storeroom,” said 
the witness. 

She added that nearly all of the 

Man killed in Torremolinos shooting 
linked to unexploded bomb in Marbella

:: J. C. / Á. F. / C. M. 
MALAGA. Despite the surge in 
violent crime on the Costa del Sol 
in recent months, the government 
has no intention of putting a spe-
cial plan in place, said María 
Gámez, the central government 
representative in Malaga. 

Just 36 hours after the shoot-
ing in Playamar, Gámez insisted 
that “the resources we have in 

place are proportional to the prob-
lems we have in the province”. 
She added that the police response 
to the recent spate of violent 
crime had been “efficient and 
forceful” and insisted that, for the 
moment, no special measures 
were being considered. 

Gámez said that while these re-
cent crimes were “attention-grab-
bing”, overall crime had fallen by 

four per cent in the province thanks 
to the work of the police in bring-
ing down drug trafficking gangs. 

Not everyone agrees with the 
delegate’s assessment, however. 
Provincial head of police union 
UFP, Susana Correales, said that 
police numbers needed to be bol-
stered: “We are seeing that forces 
across the province have officer 
shortages of between 13 and 20 
per cent. Obviously, being fully 
staffed will result in more effi-
cient policing.” 

Similarly, Guardia Civil union 
AUGC’s Andalucía representative, 
Javier Torrellas, believes that “a spe-
cial plan, like the one in place in 
the Campo de Gibraltar, would give 
more power to the law enforce-
ment forces in their investigations”.

The government says that 
policing on the Costa del 
Sol is “sufficient” at present

National Police investigate the scene of the crime. :: ÑITO SALAS
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Orange España has 
repeatedly refused to 
remove the antenna 
which neighbours believe 
has caused cancer-
related deaths  

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

TORROX. Residents of the Gener-
ación del 27 neighbourhood, situ-
ated between El Morche and Torrox 
Costa, celebrated the news that a 
telephone mast, which they say has 
caused “high numbers” of cancer-
related deaths, is to be taken down 
in early November. 

Mayor of Torrox, Óscar Medina, 
announced last week that town hall 
operatives would be dismantling the 
mast between 5 and 19 November.  

The move follows 18 years of pro-
tests by people living in the area, 
who claim that radiation from the 
mast has caused the deaths. Neigh-
bourhood spokesperson, David Ruiz, 
said that residents believe the num-
ber is “high” given that only 300 
people live in the vicinity of the 
mast. He added that studies “have 
never been carried out regarding the 
level of radiation coming from the 
aerial and the high mortality rate in 
the area.” 

In May 2014 Torrox town hall re-
quested that telephone company, Or-
ange España, remove the mast, which 
Orange refused to do. The matter went 
to court and eventually in December 
2017 a court in Malaga rejected a last-
minute attempt by Orange España 
to keep the aerial where it is. 

Refusal to remove mast 

Since then Torrox town hall has been 
trying to get the company to remove 
the mast, a move which Orange has 
refused to act upon. The council has 

also asked Orange to identify a new 
site for the mast as there are concerns 
that customers will have signal prob-
lems along the coast. 

As the town hall has been unsuc-
cessful in its attempts to get the com-
pany to take down the structure, Med-
ina signed an order for the town hall 
to dismantle it last week. 

The mayor told SUR last week that 
after 18 years of fighting, “We are go-
ing to remove that aerial.” David Ruiz 
said that he was “satisfied” they are 
finally going to remove it.

Phone mast to be removed after 18 
years of protests and cancer fears

HERE AND THERE

Unicaja to pay for work 
to 16th century convent 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 
:: E. C. Unicaja bank has said that it 
will pay for work needed to be done 
to the Nuestra Señora de Gracia con-
vent in Vélez-Málaga, which is com-
monly known as Las Claras. 

The bank, which currently holds 
the deeds to the building, has ap-
plied to the town hall for a licence 
requesting permission to modern-
ise the 16th century convent so that 
it complies with health and safety 
laws to  open it to the public. The 
move comes after campaigning by 
a citizens’ group which is concerned 
about the future of the convent.

Youths who threw 
stones at cars identified 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 
::  SUR. Five youngsters who had 
been throwing stones at vehicles 
travelling on the A7 motorway near 
Añoreta Golf have been caught. Fol-
lowing reports by motorists, police 
were able to identify the suspects, 
four of whom are under 18, includ-
ing the ringleader, who is to appear 
at the youth court in Malaga.

Contract signed to build 
footbridges in Nerja 

NERJA 
:: E. C. Nerja Town Hall has signed 
a contract with a company based 
in Asturias to build footbridges over 
the mouths of the Chíllar and Seco 
rivers in the town. The bridges form 
part of a project being run by the 
provincial government, Diputación 
de Malaga, to construct a coastal 
pathway along the province.

Nuestra Señora de Gracia convent, Vélez-Málaga :: E. C.

Infrastructure councillor, Paola Moreno and Mayor, Óscar Medina. :: E. C.
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Estepona’s IBI tax 
down for seventh year  

ESTEPONA 
::  C.M.  Residents in Estepona 
should be benefiting from lower 
municipal IBI taxes in 2019. It is 
the seventh year in a row that 
this local tax for town hall serv-
ices has been lowered and dur-
ing this time the average bill has 
fallen 20 per cent. 

This year’s reduction is around 
3 per cent for the total of 51, 253 
properties that get the annual 
bills. Locals will also continue to 
benefit from a 3 per cent discount 
for paying by direct debit. 

The council has also said that 
five million euros will be spent 
on subsidies for certain groups, 
for example pensioners and the 
unemployed will not pay rubbish 
collection charges. Local courses 
and activity programmes will 
also see costs lowered. 

IN BRIEF

Man held over thefts 
from 17 cars in one night   

ESTEPONA 
: :  C.M.  A 31-year-old man of 
Spanish nationality was held 
on Tuesday by National Police 
officers in Estepona in connec-
tion with break-ins in 17 differ-
ent cars on one night.  

The thefts all took place on a 
single night in the car park of a 
residential community at the 
junction of Calle Carmen La-
foret and Calle Letonia, near Av-
enida del Mar in Estepona, to 
the east of the centre of the 
town. 

The alleged thief, who is be-
lieved to have spent the whole 
night on the roof of the same 
building, broke the windows on 
the cars to get inside and re-
moved valuable items. 

He is also being linked to an-
other theft from inside a car in 
Calle Faro on 4 October.  

App success for rubbish 
hit squads in Marbella 

MARBELLA 
:: M.P.  In its first month of op-
eration, the mobile app ‘Mar-
bella Limpia’ (Clean Marbella), 
has received well over 1,000 
alerts from local residents who 
have used this new communi-
cation tool to let the town hall 
know when parts of the resort 
need cleaning. 

The aim is to alert street clean-
ers immediately to problems. So 
far an average of 45 messages a 
day are being received. The num-
ber of downloads of the app to 
date is over 550. 

The service runs from 8am to 
10pm but the app can be accessed 
24 hours. The rapid response 
team has five vehicles and 20 
dedicated staff and users can fol-
low progress in real time.  

The council is hoping for 2,000 
downloads by the end of the year.

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. Delays in the resur-
facing and landscaping improve-
ment on Estepona’s Avenida Anda-
lucía, a key local thoroughfare, are 
causing misery for locals and forc-
ing shops to close and others to lose 
money, locals say. 

The plan for  the avenue that acts 
as an inner ring road around the  old 
town was divided into two phases. 
The project started in May with the 

first part expected to have been fin-
ished in three months and the sec-
ond part in six months. 

However, almost five months on, 
there is still no sign of  the works be-
ing close to finished, a problem that 
was compounded recently with the 
heavy rains and floods in the town. 

Two franchised shops have closed 
and the Los Arcos bar has stopped 
trading as well,  as the owner didn’t 
want to renew the lease. 

Pilar González is a partner in the 
Fusion hairdressers and is worried 
that, after investing her savings a 
year ago in the business, she is go-
ing to have to close. She admits  that 
the  business is kept going by its 
regular clients, “ but in the summer 
we were hoping to make a come-
back but it all went wrong because 

the work should have been finished 
on 20 August and it’s still just the 
same now”. She added that the 
owner of the shop unit had reduced 
her rent. 

Bar owners estimate a fall in sales 
of between 50 and 75 per cent and 

complain that they see few people 
working on the site and that the 
contractor needs more supervision.  

The council says that both phases 
are being carried out simultaneously 
now and all should be ready “by 
Christmas”.     

Locals say they are fed up 
with work on busy street 

Coastal protection laws 
means the land the 
dozen ‘chiringuitos’ are 
on is classified as public 
and the government 
won’t let their licences 
be renewed   

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. A dozen beach bars, 
or chiringuitos, on the edge of the 
sand in Marbella are facing an un-
certain future after a central gov-
ernment order that their licences 
cannot be renewed. 

The chiringuitos affected are all 
along the beaches in the eastern part 
of the municipality, including Ali-
cate, Costabella, Real de Zaragoza, 
el C, La Víbora, El Realejo and Río 
Verde.  

The government says that the 
beach bars and restaurants are on 
public coastal land and so cannot 
stay there long-term, and blames 
Marbella town hall for the problem. 

Now Marbella council has said it 
will launch an official complaint to 
Madrid and try and get the resolu-
tion overturned, while the opposi-
tion has complained that the ruling 
PP party on the council has been 
slow to react, since it found out 
about the order in August. 

Marbella town hall blamed 

Two months ago,  it was announced 
that the twelve chiringuitos were 
now on public land  according to 
protection rules within the 1998 
coastal law (Ley de Costas) that the 
government has been gradually en-
forcing since 2002.  The resolution 
says that, as Marbella town hall had 
not registered  or claimed owner-
ship of the land the bars are on prior 
to the law being implemented, then 

it has no rights to renew the oper-
ating licences for the bar. 

At a meeting of the full council 
last week, the councillor for Beaches, 
Manuel Cardeña, promised to make 
an official appeal. 

The opposition PSOE party criti-
cised the councillor for taking two 
months to do anything knowing 
that the popular beach landmarks 
were now officially under threat.  

In reply Cardeña said,“We are in 
this situation as you [PSOE] did 
nothing, referring to when the PSOE 
was in power in Marbella up to 14 
months ago.” 

Spokesperson for Izquierda Unida, 
Manuel Díaz, complained that these 
are “established” businesses  add-
ing that “this subject is being dealt 
with in the council meeting now 
when it was urgent in August”.  

Beach bars east of Marbella under threat of 
closure as council appeals ruling from Madrid

Improvements to 
Estepona’s Avenida de 
Andalucía started in May 
and delays mean the 
council is now aiming for a 
Christmas end date.  

Estepona’s Avenida Andalucía is part closed to traffic. :: CHARO MÁRQUEZ

The chiringuitos affected are to the east of the resort. :: JOSLE-LANZA
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Animal rights campaigners 
are calling for an end to 
the service; the donkey 
drivers say they are tired 
of attacks on social media 

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. Mijas town hall’s announce-
ment of new regulations to control 
the conditions of the animals pro-
viding Mijas Pueblo’s traditional 
Burro-Taxi service has, far from be-
ing praised, revived calls from ani-
mal rights activists for an end to the 
tourist rides. 

Manuel and Salvador have been 
driving the Burro-Taxis in Mijas all 
their lives, having inherited the job 
from their parents. When asked 
about this new controversy they ex-
plained how they are tired of the at-
tacks on social media. 

“They post photos of obese peo-
ple on donkeys which weren’t even 
taken in Mijas. The strange thing is 
we’ve only ever received one or two 
complaints to our faces,” said the 
pair. It’s clear from social media that 
the donkey taxis cause indignation 
among animal rights campaigners, 
although many of the photos posted 
are taken in Greece. A few hours 

watching the Mijas donkeys reveals 
that more than 90 per cent of the 
riders are small children;  adults ride 
in the donkey-pulled carriages. 

According to Manuel and Salva-
dor, the donkeys only give three or 
four rides each a day and the route 
does not involve steep slopes, al-
though they do walk to and from 
their stables to the village centre. 

The local council, which studied 
the new regulations with the presi-
dent of the Malaga law society and  

the Refugio del Burrito shelter, has 
defended the service, which dates 
back to the early days of tourism in 
the 1960s. 

“We like having this as our sym-
bol and that’s why we are taking 
care of it,” said local councillor Nuria 
Rodríguez. She said that the don-
keys’ conditions had improved in 
recent years and that the aim of the 
new regulations was simply to put 
on paper what is already being done 
in practice.

Mijas defends its donkey taxis and 
says conditions have improved

Donkeys in Mijas Pueblo last week. :: ÑITO SALAS

The persistent rain that fell on the Costa del Sol on Wednesday 
evening was enough to scare away hundreds of the ghosts, 
witches and zombies that normally take to the streets for Hallow-
een. Numerous celebrations were cancelled or postponed until 
the weekend, although the more hardy Halloween stalwarts 
grabbed their umbrellas and braved the storm. In Malaga, rather 
than filling the city centre streets, the celebrations moved into 
bars where imaginative costumes and make up could be admired.

:: SALVADOR SALAS

RAIN DAMPENS HALLOWEEN FUN
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Initial central 
government estimates 
are that 128 million euros 
will be needed as it 
prepares to declare an 
“emergency zone”   

:: SUR 

MALAGA. Local mayors from in-
land Malaga province have been 
leading sit-ins and road blockages 
this week in protest at what they 
say is the slow and inadequate re-
sponse by authorities with aid for 
the heavy flood damage in the area. 

The municipalities of Teba, 
Campillos and Ardales were espe-
cially affected by the record-break-
ing rainfall last month, with many 
homes damaged and a lot of infra-
structure swept away. 

There was widespread disappoint-
ment last Friday that the national 
government, by coincidence hold-
ing a cabinet meeting away from 
Madrid in nearby Seville, did not 
declare an official emergency zone 
to release faster funds.  

However on Tuesday the Junta 
de Andalucía regional government 

announced emergency funding 
worth 37 million euros would be 
available from its funds for districts 
affected across parts of Malaga, 
Seville and Cordoba provinces. The 
regional president, Susana Díaz, 
also said that she expected the na-
tional government to announce 
an emergency zone this Friday, 2                  
November. 

Despite the announcement by 
the Junta, the mayors said they 
would continue protesting. May-
ors of  Teba and Campillos, Cristóbal 
Corral and Paco Guerrero, both of 
the Izquierda Unida party, said it 
was “insufficient” and that they 
would continue protesting, includ-
ing a rally in Madrid on Friday. 

“We haven’t been through a 
flood,” said the mayor of Campillos, 
“We’ve been through a tragedy.” 

 

“Political motives” 
Susana Díaz urged the mayors this 
week to stop “pouring oil on the 
fire” and the national government 
representative in Andalucía, Alfonso 
Rodriguez Gómez de Celisro, 
stressed that help for private indi-
viduals affected had been available 

since the first day and criticised the 
mayors for “taking advantage of the 
catastrophe” to gain votes.  

Meanwhile on Wednesday, the  
national government’s representa-
tive for Malaga province, María 
Gámez, said she had received re-
quests for 128 million euros in aid. 

Damaged infrastructure 
Of the 37.7 million euros aid an-
nounced by the regional govern-
ment for 86 Andalusian municipali-
ties for rain damage, 40 are in 
Malaga province. The majority will 
be spent on repairs to infrastruc-
ture, including roads, water courses, 
schools and health centres, while 
around ten per cent will go to town 
halls. Funds will come from a mix-
ture of extra, authorised spending 
plus disaster contingency finds. 

Meanwhile discussions have be-
gun for four kilometres of unfin-
ished AVE high-speed rail line to be 
brought into service as a quick way 
to replace the damaged normal 
gauge Seville-Malaga line, which 
along with other non-high-speed 
lines in the north of the province, 
has been out of action since the 
floods.       

Mayors lead flood aid protests   
as authorities announce help

:: SUR 

COSTA DEL SOL.  The unusu-
ally long period of unsettled 
weather continued across Malaga 
province and the Costa del Sol  
into Wednesday with an amber 
warning in place for a time as 
more rain fell  

A series of events planned for 
Halloween, on Wednesday eve-

ning, were cancelled by their dis-
appointed organisers with other 
events moving from outdoor ven-
ues indoors, such as the planned 
events in Estepona. 

Other festivities were moved 
to different days. Marbella and San 
Pedro, along with other munici-
palities, moved their traditional 
spooky celebrations to today, Fri-
day, after yesterday’s All Saints’ 
Day public holiday. In these two 
towns the events begin at 6pm.  

Traditional scary events planned 
for Maro, near Nerja have been 
moved to Saturday evening.  

Temperatures are expected to 
improve to a more seasonal norm 
across the Costa del Sol and inland 
over the weekend.

Rain on Wednesday 
forces cancellation 
of Halloween events 
and more water-
logged streets

A protest by locals blocks the A-367 road to Ronda on Tuesday. :: FERNANDO TORRES

An investigation is 
under way as to why   
the victim and her 
husband were crossing 
on foot after dark in   
the rural area  

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. A 50-year-old 
woman was killed on Tuesday 
evening in the Vélez-Málaga mu-
nicipality when she was swept 
away while trying to cross a swol-
len stream with her husband. 

The tragedy happened at 
8.30pm  in a rural area towards the 
village of Arenas known as Haci-

enda Macarena. Her husband called 
emergency services as soon as the 
accident but it was too late to save 
her. 

 The woman’s body was found  
later the same evening some two 
kilometres further downstream. 

At the time that the woman 
was swept away, it had stopped 
raining in the area but the amount 
of water in the stream was signifi-
cantly more than usual as almost 
72mm of rain had fallen in Vélez-
Málaga during the day. 

A police investigation is under-
way  as to why the couple where 
crossing the water on foot after 
dark. The  autopsy confirmed cause 
of death was drowning

Woman dies near Vélez 
trying to cross a swollen 
river after Tuesday’s rain 

The Rio Seco was swollen with water (file photo). :: PROTECCIÓN CIVIL
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:: TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. Benalmádena 
town hall has supported a mo-
tion that will reduce and even-
tually omit the use of harmful 
petroleum-based plastics. The 
motion was proposed by mem-
bers of Podemos and was sup-
ported by all parties during last 
month’s plenary meeting.  

In order to help combat dam-
age to the environment and ma-
rine animals, the town hall has 
agreed to reduce the use of sin-
gle-use plastic bottles and pack-
aging in public buildings and at 
sporting and cultural events. It 
has also promised to raise con-
sumers’ awareness of the nega-
tive impact of petroleum-based 
plastics.  

With the initiative, 
Benalmádena town hall takes on 
a commitment that adheres to 
the European Parliament’s new 
proposals for a total ban on sin-
gle-use plastics.  

With the amount of harmful 
plastic litter in oceans and seas 
growing ever greater, the Euro-
pean Commission proposed new 
EU-wide rules to target the ten 
single-use plastic products most 
often found on Europe’s beaches. 

Local council 
pledges to 
eliminate single-
use plastics

An effective network of 
support for abused 
women in Benalmádena 
was promised 

:: TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. The Mayor of 
Benalmádena, Víctor Navas, hosted 
a meeting with representatives of 
the Democratic Women’s Move-
ment (MDM) in Benalmádena last 
week. The MDM works to raise 
awareness on issues such as gender-
based violence and the group aired 
various concerns about the grow-
ing number of female victims of 
gender abuse. “We will analyse the 
measures taken by the different in-
stitutions to combat this problem,” 
promised the mayor. 

One of the commitments of the 
meeting was to enhance collabora-
tion between MDM and the mu-
nicipal Centro de la Mujer in order 

to offer an effective network of sup-
port to abused women. 

The meeting also supported a mo-
tion to name some of the town’s 
streets after illustrious women; the 
first will be Josefina Samper, a his-
torical figure of political activism 
who died earlier this year. 

In a separate initiative, the town 
hall announced plans for a new grant 
for projects that promote equality 
between women and men.  The 
grants are aimed at charity associa-
tions and non-profit organisations 
based in Benalmádena. The town 
hall is offering up to 20,000 euros 
for projects that the promote equal-
ity in education; the prevention and 
intervention of gender-based vio-
lence; and the promotion of 
women’s participation in social, po-
litical, economic and sports life.  

Proposals for grants must be sub-
mitted to the town hall by Thurs-
day 15 November.

Town hall hosts meeting to 
combat gender abuse

The meeting with the mayor, Víctor Navas, in Benalmádena. :: SUR

The common porpoise 
had barely been seen 
since 2002, but several 
sightings were recorded  
recently off 
Torrequebrada 

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

BENALMÁDENA. The common 
porpoise, a species that experts be-
lieved had disappeared from this 
part of the Mediterranean, has made 
a comeback with seven sightings 
recorded in a recent report.  

Scientists at OceanSea, in collabo-
ration with Costasol Cruceros, have 
reported a total of 651 sightings of 
cetaceans between November 2015 
and September 2018 in the Alboran 
Sea. These were mainly bottlenose 
dolphins (542 sightings), common 
dolphins (79), fin-back whales (12), 
turtles (7 ) and striped dolphins (4).  

However it was the seven sight-
ings of the porpoise off the coast of 
Torrequebrada, Benalmádena, that 
excited experts the most.  

The species had barely been seen 
in the Mediterranean since 2002. 
“We’re talking about a species that 
has almost disappeared from the 

Mediterranean,” explained the 
OceanSea researcher Samantha 
Blakeman, who revealed the recent 
figures at the Congress of the Span-
ish Society of Marine Mammals, 
held in Bilbao.  

For the coordinator of the cam-
paign, Juan Manuel Salazar, the 
sightings are important for the area, 
especially as the Alboran Sea is an 
area of conservation. 

The porpoise has not 
deserted the Costa del Sol, 
recent figures reveal

Aula del Mar releases 

recovered sea turtle 

A sea turtle, measuring 48 centi-
metres and weighing seven kilos, 
was released on Monday after be-
ing cared for by Aula del Mar ma-
rine animal centre in Malaga. The 
animal had been found distressed, 
but without serious injury. After 
spending a few days in a small ob-
servation tank under the watch-
ful eye of marine experts,  it was 
concluded that bits of plastic that 
the turtle had ingested were caus-
ing digestive and buoyancy issues, 
explained the Aula del Mar.
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Gibraltar Literary 
Festival this month 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. The Rock’s biggest literary 
event takes place from 15 to 18 No-
vember in a variety of venues and 
with more than 60 speakers.  

As some of the events coincide, 
it is a good idea to obtain tickets 
in advance to avoid disappoint-
ment, either online at gibraltarlit-

eraryfestival.com or from the fes-
tival ticket office at the Garrison 
Library, which opens from 10am 
to 4pm Mondays to Fridays. Stan-
dard tickets cost £12, or £8 for chil-
dren aged between four and 18 and 
people over 60. 

This is an excellent chance to 
enjoy talks and interviews with 
well-known authors and local writ-
ers, on a wide variety of subjects.  
Full details of speakers and events 
can be found on the website. 

IN BRIEF

Changes to residential 
parking zones 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. The government is to make 
improvements to Zones 1 and 2 of 
the Pilot Residential Parking 
Schemes as part of an ongoing 
monitoring of the success of the 
new system. Full details of the 
parking schemes are included in 
an information booklet which can 
be downloaded from www.gibral-
tar.gov.gi 

Cyber Centurion Club 
on STEM shortlist 

GIBRALTAR 
::  D.B. The Bayside School Cyber 
Centurion Club, represented by four 
students from Bayside and West-
side, has been shortlisted for a Stem 
Inspirational Award. Previous win-
ners include BAE systems, Cisco, 
RAF, Siemens and the University 
of St Andrews, so this is an outstand-
ing achievement by this group of 
young people from Gibraltar.

Members of the public  
are invited to make 
Christmas tree 
decorations from 
biodegradable materials 
  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Everyone knows that   
Gibraltar has a strong interest in the 
environment and protecting the 
planet, and that every little can help. 
The mayor of Gibraltar, Kaiane Al-
dorino Lopez,is applying that phi-
losophy to the decorations for the 
Christmas tree in the Mayor’s Par-
lour at City Hall this year. She is in-
viting the public to create tree deco-
rations from reused and/or recycla-
ble materials. 

 This year Her Worship has been   
working closely with the Nautilus 
Project about the type of materials 
which should be used for the deco-

rations. They have advised that plas-
tic should be avoided at all costs; peo-
ple should  use biodegradable mate-
rials which will break down within 
an acceptable timeframe. These in-
clude cardboard, paper, wood, leaves 

and grass trimmings and cotton.  
Anyone who would like to join in 

can place their environmentally-
friendly decorations in the special 
collection  box at City Hall before 
Thursday 22nd November.

An environmentally friendly 
Christmas in the Mayor’s Parlour 

Kaiane Aldorino Lopez, the mayor of Gibraltar. :: SUR

GIBRALTAR
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Spain’s foreign minister, 
Josep Borrell, sent out a 
calming message while 
speaking at a conference 
on energy, security and 
environmental matters in 
Malaga last week    

:: ANA PERÉZ-BRYAN 

MALAGA. With the UK’s exit from 
the European Union fast approach-
ing, Spain’s Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Josep Borrell, had a mes-
sage of reassurance for British peo-
ple resident in Spain, especially on 
the Costa del Sol, on his visit to 
Malaga last Friday. 

Borrell, speaking at a conference 
for the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
at the Hotel Miramar, insisted that 
the Brexit process “will not affect 
[British residents in Spain] at all” 
and he called for calm. 

“We have promised not to allow 
people to be used as hostages in the 
negotiations. Spain has made that 
very clear,” he said. 

The minister also stressed that 
this was an issue that worked both 
ways. “The rights of citizens, 
whether those Britons who live in 
Spain or Spaniards who live there, 

are a fundamental part of the Brexit 
negotiations,” he said. 

He added that those worried by 
Brexit could “rest assured” that the 
rights of the “hundreds of thou-
sands of British people in Spain and 
the tens of thousands of Spaniards 
in the UK” would be the highest 
priority. 

 The meeting in Malaga focussed 
on discussing a common European 
policy on energy, security and the 
environment.  

It brought together 170 special-
ist delegates and 15 ministers and 
deputy ministers from different 
European countries.

Britons living on the Costa del Sol 
“will not be affected by Brexit at all” 

:: JENNIE RHODES 

MALAGA. The UK Department 
of Health and Social Care has pub-
lished details of the Healthcare (In-
ternational Arrangements) Bill 
which the department says on its 
website, has “been introduced to 
give the government legal powers 
to fund and implement healthcare 
deals after Brexit.” 

The announcement claims that 
the Bill “seeks to safeguard health-
care for 190,000 expats and 50 mil-
lion people who travel abroad every 
year, through agreements with the 
EU or member states.” 

It goes on to explain that the pro-
posed law will establish a legal ba-
sis to fund and implement recipro-
cal healthcare schemes and share 
necessary data after the UK leaves 
the EU. 

The announcement seeks to re-
assure British people living in the 
EU 27 by stating, “For the 190,000 
expat state pensioners who have 
chosen to live in the EU and those 
intending to retire to the EU, it will 

help by safeguarding reciprocal 
healthcare if there is no EU deal.” 

Parliamentary Under Secretary 
of State at the Department of 
Health, Lord James O’Shaughnessy, 
said, “This Bill will allow us to im-
plement new healthcare arrange-
ments with other countries – in the 
EU and elsewhere - so that UK citi-
zens can travel with confidence.”

New law to safeguard UK 
citizens’ health post Brexit

Union Jack and EU flag. :: SUR

Joesp Borrell addressing delegates last Friday. :: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

The events started in 
1988 and are held 
every year to foster 
closer ties between 
both countries and 
their respective 
governments 

:: SUR 

MALAGA. The city of Malaga 
played host last weekend to the thir-
tieth anniversary of a distinguished 
forum and discussion conference 
designed to strengthen bilateral re-
lations between the United King-
dom and Spain. 

The Hispano-Británicas Tertulias 
(Hispano-British discussions and 
debates) brought together leaders 
from Malaga city as well as repre-
sentatives from both the British 
and Spanish governments, and in-
tellectuals and experts on both 
countries. 

The Spanish minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Josep Borrell was attend-
ing, as was David Lidington, UK 
Cabinet Office minister, UK For-
eign Office minister Sir Alan Dun-
can and the British Ambassador to 
Spain, Simon Manley.  

These conferences are held every 
year, alternating  between venues 

in the UK and in Spain. They started 
in 1988 after an idea that came out 
of Queen Elizabeth II’s visit to Spain. 

The sessions are informal, giv-
ing as much emphasis to the work-
ing sessions as the working  lunches  
and dinner. 

Subjects discussed included the 
current international economic 
situation and particular matters of 
interest to international politics 
and Europe, including Brexit. 

HMS Echo 

Coinciding with the bilateral 
event in Malaga, British naval sur-
vey ship, HMS Echo docked in 
Malaga port.  

Earl Howe, a UK Defence min-
ister, was also in Malaga to view 
the ship and welcome dignitaries  
on board. 

The ship has recently been car-
rying out training and survey op-
erations in the Mediterranean. 

Malaga hosts 30th anniversary of    
top UK-Spain diplomatic forum 

Attendees at the forum last week at Malaga city hall. :: AYTO. MALAGA
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The net profit was a 
18.4% increase on last 
year and was helped by 
an increase in interest 
income and less 
expenditure  

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA.  The Unicaja Banco 
group closed the third quarter of 
the year at the end of September 
with a net profit of 142 million 
euros, an increase of 18.4% on the 

first nine months of last year. 
The drivers behind the rise, ac-

cording to the company,  were an 
increase in interest income - 4.6 per 
cent (20 million euros); a drop in 
operating expenditure of 2.5%; and 
a reduction in the need to make spe-
cial provisions.  

The Malaga-based group also high-
lighted other achievements in its 
announcement: an improvement 
in solvency levels;  reduction in non-
productive assets; an increase in 
new loan business; and, above all, 
an increase in customer deposits. 

Locally based Unicaja 
Bank makes 142 million in 
first nine months of 2018  

A Unicaja Banco branch in Malaga city. :: SUR

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

S
pain’s “glass-half-full” 
economy minister Nadia 
Calviño is convinced 
that her government’s 

new budget will be passed, de-
spite it needing support from hos-
tile quarters in congress. Speaking 
to CNBC this week, Calviño 
breezily declared, “I don’t think 
it’s impossible to find agreement 
with these political parties.” 
Among these potential allies, 
though, are Catalan separatist par-
ties - and their backing for the So-
cialists’ 2019 spending plan is un-
likely to be forthcoming. 

At the end of last week, Spain’s 
Supreme Court finished investi-
gating the cases of eighteen pro-
independence Catalan politicians 
involved in organising last Octo-
ber’s illegal referendum. Of these 
eighteen, nine have been held in 
custody since the vote and are to 
be tried on charges of rebellion, for 
which the maximum prison sen-
tence is thirty years. Other, less se-
rious, charges faced by these men 

and women are misuse of public 
funds and disobedience. The Su-
preme Court has confirmed that 
all these politicians will be going 
on trial, probably early 2019. 

The Court’s ruling also proves 
that pro-independence Catalan 
president Quim Torra’s ultima-
tums to the government have 
been ignored. For the past couple 
of months, Torra has been threat-
ening to withhold parliamentary 
support for Pedro Sánchez’s ad-
ministration - specifically for its 
proposed 2019 budget - unless it 
allows Catalan separatists to pro-
ceed with secession plans and re-
leases the imprisoned politicians. 

One of the separatists behind 
bars is Oriol Junqueras, former 
Catalonian vice president and 
president of the pro-independ-
ence Republican Left of Catalonia 
(ERC). A couple of weeks ago, Jun-
queras received a visit from Po-
demos leader Pablo Iglesias, 
whose party has made a budget-
ary pact with Sánchez’s Socialists. 

Iglesias was told by Junqueras 
that the ERC will only start coop-
erating with the government on 
fiscal issues if Sánchez takes 
“categorical” action on behalf of 
imprisoned separatists. 

The PSOE leader, though, has re-
peatedly made it clear that he will 
not interfere in judicial proceed-
ings against Catalan secessionists. 
Accordingly, the only “categorical” 
action that’s been taken since the 
Iglesias-Junqueras meeting has 
been the Supreme Court’s decision 
to put eighteen prominent inde-
pendistas on trial. One wonders, 
then, why Calviño is so sure that 
her government’s budget will pass 
the parliamentary vote this 
month, in part buoyed up by sup-
port from Catalan separatists. Mis-
placed optimism, surely? 

Yet there was another reminder 
this week that, macroeconomically 
speaking, Spain is indifferent to the 
Catalonia problem. During the 
third quarter of this year - which 
spanned the first three months of 
Sánchez’s hamstrung minority ad-
ministration - the country’s GDP 
expanded by 0.6%, three times 
more than the eurozone average. 
Spain’s overall expansion for this 
year is predicted to be 2.6% - down 
from the last three years but still a 
healthy growth. As Sánchez tries to 
secure Catalan parties’ approval for 
his 2019 budget, Spain’s GDP ap-
pears to be more than capable of 
taking care of itself.  

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

MISPLACED                                   

OPTIMISM
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Mountain roads were 
closed and rescues 
made but there is 
excitement in ski resorts 
at the prospect of a 
good season  

:: SUR 

MADRID. The blast of cold air 
stretching from the Arctic across 
western Europe this week brought 
unexpected snow to higher 
ground. 

Nighttime temperatures plum-

meted below zero in towns and 
cities in Castile and the heavy 
snowfall caused problems on 
mountain passes, especially on 
the borders with the northern re-
gions of Asturias and Cantabria.   

People were unprepared for the 
unseasonal blast and rescue op-
erations were carried out in some 
areas. Two lost walkers were 
found in the Pyrenees but a man 
swept out to see by waves in 
Galicia was still missing. 

There was excitement in ski re-
sorts, which have started prepar-
ing their runs earlier than usual.   

Early snow on high ground 
brings misery and joy

A papal press statement 
has hurriedly had to 
clarify that no agreement 
has been reached with 
Madrid about the 
dictator’s remains  

:: SUR 

MADRID. The deputy prime min-
ister’s meeting with the Pope’s sec-
ond in command turned into an em-
barrassing diplomatic faux pas for 
Madrid this week  after the Vatican 
was forced to issue a press statement 
correcting what the minister said 
had been discussed. 

Carmen Calvo was at the Vatican 
on Monday to talk about several is-
sues, including taxation of Church 
property in Spain. But near the top 
of the list was a discussion on where 
the Church stood on the planned 
exhumation of the remains of dic-
tator General Franco from his cere-
monial resting place at the Valley 
of the Fallen Civil War monument. 

If the removal goes ahead, 
Franco’s grandchildren have said 
they want a burial in the public crypt 
of Madrid’s Almudena Cathedral, 

where there is a family tomb. 
Faced with the likelihood that 

this could turn Franco’s grave into 
even more of a tourist attraction 
and place of right-wing pilgrimage 
than now, the government has been 
searching for a way out of  granting 
the Franco family what is  appar-
ently their legal right.  

After the Vatican meeting with 
Pietro Parolin, Carmen Calvo said 

that they had jointly agreed a way 
out that wouldn’t involve the ca-
thedral crypt. 

But a rare rebuke from the Vati-
can in a statement said that the pair 
had only discussed that the govern-
ment’s engagement with the Franco 
family was a sound approach. 

The Catholic Church in Spain has  
previously also expressed its wish 
to keep out of the controversy.  

Confusion after minister’s  Vatican 
meeting over moving Franco’s body 

Carmen Calvo, deputy PM, with Cardinal Pietro Parolin. :: EFE

Snow chains being put on in León province. :: EFE

The Princess of Asturias, heir 
to the Spanish throne, spoke 
in public at an official event 
for the first time on Wednes-
day. Princess Leonor, eldest 
daughter of Felipe VI, was 
celebrating her thirteenth 
birthday and the king and 
queen have been slowly in-
creasing her public profile in 
recent months. The princess’s 
birthday coincided with the 
fortieth anniversary of parlia-
mentary ratification, ahead of 
a referendum, of Spain’s post-
Franco constitution and she 
read a part of it out loud dur-
ing the commemorative event. 

HEIR TO THRONE’S   

DEBUT SPEECH AT 

EVENT FOR  

CONSTITUTION   

:: EFE

IN BRIEF

Puigdemont launches 
Republican Council  

BARCELONA 
:: C. REINO.  The self-exiled former 
separatist leader of Catalonia has 
set up a “Republican Council” based 
in Brussels. The new body, which 
is more symbolic than real, is not 
part of the Catalan regional gov-

ernment but has its support,  and 
is not funded with public money.  

The council will be led from 
Belgium by Carles Puigdemont, 
who headed the Catalan govern-
ment before fleeing to avoid ar-
rest on Spain’s charges of rebel-
lion, and it will initially be charged 
with furthering the cause of the 
Catalan independence movement 
internationally. 

Spain may have  first 
woman general in 2019   

MADRID 
:: SUR. Patricia Ortega, currently 
a coronel, has been asked to take 
a course to be promoted to the rank 
of general. She is one of 43 taking 
the course that would lead to pro-
motion. Only one in three can be 
successful and Ortega would be 
Spain’s first woman general. 

Secret tape with suspect 
ex-cop adds to PP woes 

MADRID 
:: SUR.  The next installments of 
a taped 2009 meeting about an ap-
parent deal between top PP offi-
cial, María Dolores Cospedal, and 
a suspected corrupt ex-senior po-
liceman were eagerly awaited this 
week. The tape is being leaked in 
sections, adding to the suspense.   

SPAIN
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A
t the Oscar ceremony 
in the year 2000, Pené-
lope Cruz famously 
shrieked ‘Pedroooooo!’ 

for what seemed like a fortnight, 
causing international eardrum 
damage as well as no little embar-
rassment to the Spanish nation, 
or at least to the members of it 
that I spoke to the following day. 
She’d just pulled the winning 
name out of the envelope in some 
category or other and had seen, 
to her unmitigated delight, that 
it was her long-standing chum 
and accomplice Pedro Almodóvar, 
famous for directing films with 
no discernible storyline.  

I mention this disturbing inci-
dent simply because it’s probably 
the only Oscar moment I have 
any knowledge of - oh, wait, there 
was that mix up with an old ac-
tor (Warren Beatty?) announc-
ing the wrong winning film not 

so long ago and also Ricky Ger-
vais making the whole wide 
world squirm during a teeth-
grindingly awkward speech a cou-
ple of years back.  

Anyway, that’s it, the sum to-
tal of my Oscar knowledge. This 
is because I wouldn’t ever dream 
of watching the actual ceremony 
since it involves so many things 
that are anathema to me: exces-
sively formal clothing, unbridled 
self-importance, fawning jour-
nalists, etc. Most of all, however, 
I wouldn’t ever watch it because 
always it’s far, far too long. Any-
one else with the attention span 
of toddler goldfish will surely em-
pathise. 

This, then, is where I must 
wholeheartedly congratulate the 
Costa Press Club and their organi-
sation of this year’s Communica-
tor Awards evening at the spec-
tacular Tamisa Golf Hotel, Mijas, 

which I was lucky enough to at-
tend last week. It was a perfectly 
organised shindig from its punc-
tual start to its punctual finish. 

Neil Hesketh ran a tight ship 
as master of ceremonies, speeches 
were kept to a bare minimum and 
the tasty three-course food was 
served promptly and profession-
ally. Awards were presented, pho-
tos were taken and then we all 
bowled home happy as sand boys 
and, in my case, in time for last 
orders which is always a bonus in 
any man’s book. 

I can’t thank everyone involved 
enough for a splendidly enjoy-
able evening with special thanks 
going to the esteemed Liz Parry 
for inviting me in the first place. 

I’ll leave it at that, then,  be-
cause there’s only one thing worse 
than an interminable Oscar cere-
mony and that’s an interminable 
newspaper article.

Good evening
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

L
et’s see who can explain to 
the Constitutional Court 
that once the first months 
of a baby’s life have passed, 

when a mother has recovered from 
the birth, both parents can look af-
ter their child equally well. 

And that not giving them equal 
leave is discrimation.  

Malaga magistrate María Luisa 
Balaguer, who voted against the re-
cent ruling that maternity and pa-
ternity could not be equal, had tried 
to get her colleagues to undertsand 
this, but apparently without much 
success.  

Balaguer says that the TC’s deci-
sion ignores the evolution of soci-
ety and perpetuates the discrimi-
nation against women in the work-
place, as with leave of different 
lengths they are still less attractive 

to employers. Some traditions are 
still very powerful.  

I’m a big fan of the expression 
“working dad” and I’ve never un-

derstood why these concepts are 
never mixed in our everyday lan-
guage, while it’s normal to say 
“working mum”. The latter sums 

up in just two words that being a 
parent and having a job is only a 
problem for women. They can 
work outside the home, but look-
ing after the family is still their 
department. 

It’s true that it would be reason-
able for the government to take the 
decision to make maternity and pa-
ternity leave periods equal. In just 
a few years we have come a long 
way, from just three days for new 
dads to the present five weeks. 
However the Constitutional Court 
has let pass a golden opportunity  
to encourage the government to get 
a move on. The discrimination is 
not just because women interrupt 
their professional careers to be 
mothers for longer than the birth, 
but because sharing the bringing-
up of a child is a duty and a right of 

all parents. Of course when a com-
pany has to choose between a man 
and a woman, of new parent age, 
they will employ the man. 

Dads should have a longer pater-
nity leave to strengthen their links 
with the child, to be able to enjoy 
fatherhood and, as a friend once told 
me, to be left “holding the baby” as 
that’s the only way to learn. 

And on top of all this the court 
made its ruling allegedly to protect 
the health of the mothers. Well 
don’t worry. Recovering from a nor-
mal birth does not require years off 
work. And as children don’t come 
with an instruction book, the best 
way of learning how to be a parent 
is to practise. 

This comes as a blow to anyone 
hoping to seek real equality be-
tween men and women. 

Working  
dads

ANA BARREALES

IDÍGORAS

Donkey taxis

It is not only in Mijas that don-
keys can lead a miserable life. 

An animal welfare group on 
the isle of Santorini has recently 
called for  overweight tourists to 

be banned from using 
the donkeys there. 

As a native of 
Blackpool in the UK 
I recall many years 
ago the RSPCA re-

porting on the appalling abuse 
of the beach donkeys there. This 
ranged from lack of care to out-
right abuse. Strict guidelines were 
issued resulting in a drop in the 
numbers of donkeys as some 

owners were unable to comply.  
Looking for information on 

this online I came across a report 
about a family having been se-
cretly filmed mistreating  their 
animals in a disgusting manner. 
It seems that despite all the safe-
guards these lovely animals can 
still be the victims of human bul-
lies. Banning their use in the tour-
ist industry might just lead to 
their abandonment or worse so 
any change must be undertaken 
with care. 

 
HELENA MCGINTY 

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE

Care for rabbits 

I read your article on having a 
rabbit for a pet (SUR in English, 
19 October).  

1. A rabbit should not be 
‘shoved into the other side’ 
while cleaning. 2. Not all rab-
bits are ok with sawdust. Some 
have allergies. 
3. Carrots should be given rarely 
as a treat; lettuce has no nutri-
tional value to a rabbit. Bran is 
not good for their gut or cereal 
or museli. 4. Rabbits need space. 

The correct information you 
should be giving out is as fol-
lows: 
1. Rabbits need a hutch at least 
6ft long by 2ft with an attached 
run of 10ft 6ft. 2. Rabbits need 
hay to be 85% of their diet. A 
handful of veg a day. A table-

spoon of pellets a day. 3. Rab-
bits need to have two yearly vac-
cinations as a matter life and 
death. Vhd/Myxo and vhd2. 
These viruses can cause death 
witin hours. 4. Rabbits should 
have a bonded mate; they love 
company of their own kind. 
(Rarely you will get a rabbit that 
wants to be by itself.) 5. Rab-
bits require a lot of love patience 
and attention. They do not trust 
easily, they are a prey animal. 
6. Rabbits can get all sorts wrong 
with them, very quickly if not 
looked after properly. If you 
need guidance then consult the 
Rwaf website. 

 
SALLY DARK 

BY EMAIL
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jazz in this place:  

the politicians               
are experts in 
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Some experts believe the 
problem lies in the 
education system, 
because teachers are not 
properly trained  

It’s a classic. The years pass, trends 
pass, governments pass, trainers of 
Real Madrid pass, and Spain never 
manages to shake off the reputation 
it has had since time immemorial of 
a country whose inhabitants have a 
medium-low proficiency in English.  

This has been highlighted by the 
EF EPI report 2018, which has just 
been published: it gives the results of 
the EF Education First test, which 
evaluates the level of English among 
adults and classifies non-English-
speaking countries in accordance with 
the results obtained in the test. 

 The result this year is that Spain 
has passed, but only just. In fact, the 
study has shown that not only has 
Spain not improved its knowledge of 
English, it has gone backwards; and 
in two aspects, as well. 

In the first instance, on a scale of 
0 to 100, it obtained an average mark 
of 55.85, slightly lower than a year 
ago (56.06) and even worse than in 
2016 (56.66) and 2015 (56.8). 

It has also dropped down the in-
ternational ranking based on the same 
index. In terms of knowledge of Eng-
lish, Spain occupies 23rd place out of 
32 European countries, ahead of only 
Italy, France, Belorus, Russia, Ukraine, 
Georgia, Albania, Turkey and Azer-
baijan. Globally, Spain is 32nd out of 
88 nations, having dropped four 
places compared with last year and 
nine compared with 2015.  

It seems unlikely that there are 
fewer inhabitants with a knowledge 
of English than a few years ago, so  
the data suggests that the number of 
people who took part in the study in 
this country is probably lower. In fact, 
the report says that worldwide, for 
the first time, more people aged be-

tween 26 and 30 speak English than 
those between 21 and 25.  

It is also the case that this year’s 
test, carried out to internationally 
approved standards among 1.3 mil-
lion individuals worldwide, in-
cluded 30 per cent more partici-
pants compared with last year and 
13 new countries have been evalu-
ated, explained EF Education First, 
the international language teach-
ing company which carried out the 
study.   

“They can’t speak it” 
The results have “unfortunately” 
come as no surprise to Ana María 
Fraile, director of the English Lan-
guage Department at Salamanca Uni-
versity.  

“In our experience, when first year 
students who want to specialise in 
this subject come here they are sup-
posed to have a certain level of Eng-
lish and a certain knowledge, but they 
tell us that at school the classes were 
very rarely taught in English and they 
hardly ever spoke it. They just did 
written exercises, which were very 
repetitive, to learn the grammar. They 

come here and they can’t speak the 
language. In fact, their written level 
is pretty poor as well,” she says.  

Ana María says it seems that 
“the system and the teaching 
methodology is failing”, even in 
schools which in theory provide 
bilingual tuition.  

“There seems to be a similar 
situation with bilingual schools. 
Either we have devalued the mean-
ing of the word ‘bilingual’ or there 
are hardly any schools which merit 
that description. Bilingual means 
you are equally at home in your 
native language and another one,” 
she says.  

She believes the root of the prob-
lem lies in the education system 
in Spain. “We don’t have enough 
fully trained teaching staff, so they 
are not teaching English properly. 
Some of the teachers can’t even 
express themselves well in the lan-
guage,” she says. 

Around 650 students a year 
study for a degree at Salamanca 
University, with moderate success. 
“Quite a few have to repeat the 
course, unfortunately,” explains 

Ana María. “They have to leave here 
with a C1 level, which shows a flexi-
ble, effective and spontaneous use of 
the language, and they don’t all reach 
that level”. 

Everything she says is cause for 
thought. “In a situation where speak-
ing English is key to being competi-
tive, our average score, which is the 
worst in three years, shows a real loss 
of opportunities for the Spanish popu-
lation,” says Xavier Martí, the direc-
tor of EF Education First in Spain. 

“Although the level in Spain is 
above the world average, which is 
53.34, for a European country it is 
very low and the results show that 
the level of English has dropped in 
the past few years,” he says.  

On this occasion his company 
evaluated more than 76,000 Spanish 
people through an online reading and 
oral comprehension test. The report, 
which is “used as a reference docu-
ment by most governments in the 
world”, does not analyse how many 
people among the whole of the Span-
ish population have some knowledge 
of English.    

Navarra, top of the class 
To improve the scores in forthcom-
ing tests, Ana María Fraile says it is 
essential that the teaching methods 
used from infant school upwards need 
to be reconsidered, and teachers 
should be properly trained. She also 
believes the ability of teachers in bi-
lingual schools should be carefully 
monitored. She applauds the efforts 
of some universities for introducing 
courses which are also available in 
the English language, “not only for 
our own students but also to attract 
others from abroad”.  

However, not every area of Spain 
just scrapes through. Four regions 
passed with better marks and reached 
the “high aptitude” level in English 
proficiency this year.  

 Navarra topped the list with 58.17 
points, followed by Madrid (57.94), 
the Basque Country (57.88) and As-
turias (57.75). La Rioja (51.87) and Ex-
tremadura (51.29 puntos) came bot-
tom of the list.  

In terms of cities, Barcelona and 
Madrid scored higher than any oth-
ers, with more than 58 puntos. Bil-
bao, in second place last year, has now 
dropped to fourth.

An English class at a school.  :: OSCAR SOLORZANO

The level of English in this country is still mediocre and in a recent test it scored lower marks than last year

Spain still speaks ‘Spanglish’

70.72 
points were awarded to 
Sweden, which tops the 
worldwide list of English 
proficiency among non-En-
glish-speaking countries 
with a ‘very high’ level. The 
table, which shows good 
scores for many European 
countries, closes with Iraq 
(40.82 points) and Libya 
(39.64), which is equivalent 
to a ‘very low’ level. �
 1. Sweden: 70.72 points. 
 2. Netherlands : 70.31 
 3. Singapore: 68.63 
 4. Norway: 68.38 
 5. Denmark: 67.34 
 6. South Africa: 66.52 
 7. Luxemburg: 66.33 
 8. Finland: 65.86 
 9. Slovakia: 64.84 
 10. Germany: 63.74 
 32. Spain: 55.85

WORLD RANKING

JOSEBA 
VÁZQUEZ
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A team of Royal Gibraltar 
Police officers will use 
pedal power to get from 
Portugal to the Rock to 
raise funds for a number 
of charities 

GIBRALTAR. Gibraltar police offi-
cers are saddling up to cycle from 
Faro to the Rock to raise money for 
various charities next week. 

 The team of 10 officers will cy-
cle approximately 500 kilometres 
(311 miles) during the five-day trip 
that will take place between 6 and 
10 November. 

 Under the banner of “It’s Com-
ing Home” the officers will be set-
ting off from the Estádio do Algarve, 
where the Gibraltar Football Asso-
ciation (GFA) has been hosting its 
home international games until re-
cently. 

 The officers hope to raise several 
thousand pounds for local charities 
including Cancer Relief, the Red 
Cross, the Club House Gibraltar, 
Prostate Cancer and the Gibraltar 
Senior Citizens Association. 

 Organiser PC Donovan Galia, said 
that cycling has become a very popu-
lar sport among police officers in Gi-
braltar. 

 He told SUR in English: “Cycling 

has taken off in a big way with the 
police force and we thought it would 
be a good idea to combine the cycle 
run with a fundraising event. We 
are grateful to the sponsors for their 
support in making the Faro run pos-
sible.” 

 Commissioner Ian McGrail, 
added: “The Royal Gibraltar Police 
is keen to involve itself with char-
ity and community events and this 
is a perfect example of the type of 
initiatives that we wish to encour-
age our officers to pursue. 

 “The cyclists involved will be un-
dertaking a tough and strenuous 
sporting challenge for a worthwhile 
cause and we thank them for their 
efforts, spirited attitude and giving 
of their time to do this.” 

 For his part, GFA General Secre-
tary, Dennis Beiso, said: “We are 
very pleased to be able to support 
the RGP with this excellent initia-
tive. It will no doubt be a tough task 
for the cyclists and we wish them a 
safe and successful venture. We par-
ticularly like the symbolism of un-

dertaking a journey from the Estádio 
do Algarve to the Victoria Stadium 
- a journey our players and fans have 
been very familiar with. We look 
forward to the cyclists receiving a 
warm Gibraltarian welcome.” 

 The cyclists will be kitted out in 
proper blue and white cycling jer-
seys with the letters “RGP” embla-
zoned across front and back, and the 
badges of the RGP and GFA. 

 The GFA is the main sponsor of 
the event while Bland will be pro-
viding the transport for the eleven 

cyclists heading to Portugal. Bicy-
cle shops Ciclo Collado from La Línea 
and Bike Zoo Gibraltar are also pro-
viding technical assistance for the 
event. 

 On their return on Saturday 10 
of November they will be riding to 
Casemates Square in the centre of 
Gibraltar to collect funds at around 
midday.

RGP officers at a recent fundraiser outside Morisson’s supermarket in Gibraltar. :: A. BOLTON

Cycling from Faro to Gibraltar for charity

ASH                     
BOLTON


 ashbolton@hotmail.com 

z·   To sponsor the officers visit : 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfundi
ng/stefan-davis 
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Clubs have been on 
excursions to the 
Alpujarras, Grazalema, 
Ubrique and Casarabonela 
while others are raising 
money for good causes  

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

The Field Club 

Excursion in the Alpujarras  
Some members of The Field Club 
recently enjoyed a walking trip to 
the Alpujarras on  the south slopes 
of the Sierra Nevada.  

The Field Club meets every 
Monday from 10.30 to 11.30am in 
the Hogar de Pensionistas in Fuen-
girola. The club organises long and 
short walk programmes and vari-
ous social events. www.thefield-
club.org or email thefieldclub.in-
formation@gmail.com 

Royal British Legion Mollina 

The Poppy Appeal 2018 
A prize draw held at Parque La Viña 
in Mollina raised over 300 euros 
to start this year’s poppy appeal. 
The day included not only a prize 
draw but entertainment by local 
comedian Laurie Arundalea. The 
meeting also saw the chairman pre-
sent a record number of new mem-
bers (five) with their badges. 

Shutterbugs 

Visit to the botanical gardens  
Members of Shutterbugs met at 
the botanical cactus gardens in 
Casarabonela which has 2,500 spe-
cies of cacti, the largest collection 
of cacti and succulents in Spain.  

They also went on a guided tour 
of the town. For information of fu-
ture ‘shoots’, meetings and compe-
titions, go to Shutterbugs’ website: 
www.shutterbugs-spain.org. 

Lux Mundi Torre del Mar 

Trip to Grazalema  and 
Ubrique  
Friends of Lux Mundi, Torre del 
Mar recently went on a day trip to 
the villages of Ubrique and 
Grazalema. On arrival in Ubrique 

they visited the Leather Museum 
for a guided tour. The group then 
travelled through the Parque Natu-
ral Sierra de Grazalema and visited 
the Artesanía Textil factory where 
there is a display of machinery 
from the 19th century and a selec-
tion of handcrafted woollen gar-
ments and blankets. 

Tel.952 543 334 or email: lux-
mundi@lux-mundi.org 

May Howard Fun Walk 

Raising money for Cudeca  
The second edition of the Fun Walk 
organised by May Howard, raised 
almost 4,000 euros for the Cudeca 
Cancer Care Hospice.  

Participants had the opportu-
nity to visit several bars en route, 
all of which had supported May by 
donating a gift to the raffle.  

El Zoco bar was the final desti-
nation and there the raffle took 
place with 57 prizes, including ho-
tel stays, beauty vouchers, restau-
rant and bar vouchers and even the 
opportunity to have a tattoo.   

Age Concern Fuengirola and Mijas 

Packing bags and chatting  
The Fuengirola and Mijas branch 
of Age Concern will be packing bags 
and answering customers’ ques-
tions at Iceland Overseas, Miramar 

Retail Park, Fuengirola on Satur-
day 3 November, 11am - 3pm. 

This is a great opportunity to    
talk to the volunteers about the 
charity - what they can do or how 
they could help. 

Age Concern have three local 
weekly drop-in social clubs and a 
charity shop in Los Boliches. 

The charity is dedicated to fight-
ing loneliness and isolation within 
the expat community and are al-
ways grateful for new volunteers. 
Anyone who is interested in help-
ing the charity will be welcome to 
come into Iceland Overseas and talk 
to Age Concern representatives. 

Trips and poppies star 
among autumn events

Members of The Field Club on their trip to the Alpujarras. :: SUR

SOCIETY SCENE

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

The Shutterbugs had a guided tour of Casarabonela. :: SUR Some of the Fun Walk for Cudeca participants. :: SUR

The RBL Mollina branch has started its Poppy Appeal. :: DAVID GREY
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JENNIE RHODES

LEGAL ADVICE

O
n Thursday 2 November 
2017, prosecutors in Ma-
drid called  for former 
senior members of the 

Catalan regional government to be 
denied bail and held in jail follow-
ing the attempted declaration of in-
dependence on 27 October when 
MPs voted to create a “Catalan re-
public as an independent and sov-
ereign state”.  

Judge Carmen Lamela agreed, 
saying that there was a high risk of 
another crime being committed 
and evidence destroyed while in-
vestigations continue into their role 

in the unilateral declaration of in-
dependence vote (UDI) in the Cata-
lan parliament and the events lead-
ing up to it. 

Of the regional leaders who were 
called to appear in Madrid’s central 
Audiencia Nacional court on Thurs-
day, only nine made the 
journey to the capital. 
Eight of the at-
tendees, including 
ex-vice president, 
Oriol Junqueras, 
were refused bail 
and faced possible 
charges of sedi-
tion, rebellion and 
misuse of public 
funds. 

Only one who at-
tended the court session, the 
former Business minister Santi Vila, 
was allowed free if he deposited 
50,000 euros in bail. Vila had re-

signed his post in the Catalan re-
gional government in protest at the 
planned UDI just ahead of the vote. 

All the regional ministers, known 
as ‘consellers’, and former 

president Carles Puigde-
mont, were removed 

from their posts on 
28 October, the day 
after the declara-
tion, with the ap-
plication of Article 
155 of the Spanish 

constitution that 
imposed elements of 

direct rule from Madrid. 
Five of the former top 

regional government team were 
absent from the court session on 2 
November having fled to Belgium, 
including Puigdemont himself.  

At the time they claimed they 
had gone to the Belgian capital to 
seek legal advice and try to have 
their court appearance handled by 
video link, a move which the court  
refused. 

Prosecutors also asked the judge 
to sign an international warrant to 
for their arrest, which was issued. 

Meanwhile, in Madrid, the Su-
preme Court heard from lawyers of 
the rebel speaker of the Catalan par-
liament, Carme Forcadell, and five 
regional MPs who at the time con-
trolled the parliamentary agenda. 
They were summoned on suspicion 
of the same offences as the leaders.   

Having dismissed the rebel Cata-
lonian MPs, the then president of 
Spain, Mariano Rajoy, announced 
that there would be regional elec-

tions on 21 December. 
In the event, while no party 

gained an absolute majority, be-
tween them the independence par-
ties gained enough seats to govern, 
showing that there were still strong 
pro-independence feelings in the 
autonomous region. 

Carles Puigdemont remains in 
Belgium where last Saturday, 27 Oc-
tober, he announced that he has 
launched a new party, Crida Na-
cional (National Call).

REF. T. C. A. 
When I had my first child, I de-
cided to breastfeed him, and 
when he was weaned, my 
breasts were flaccid and empty. 
I did not like how they looked, 
and as I’m still young, I decided 
to undergo a breast augmenta-
tion surgery, in order to fill 
them out, and make them 
firmer. However, the result of 

the surgery was not as ex-
pected, and now one of the 
breasts has “dimples”. In the 
clinic I have been told that 
they can repeat the surgery 
within a few months to try to 
fix it, but I do not trust this 
doctor any more. Could I ask 
for compensation instead of a 
new surgery? This way, I could 
go to a different clinic that of-
fers a sufficient guarantee. Is 
that possible? 
 
In order to answer your ques-
tion, it is necessary to know if 
the cause of the “dimples” has 
been due to malpractice or not, 
in order to report the issue at the 
criminal courts if that had been 
the case. Likewise, and even if 
the surgery had been done cor-
rectly, it would be advisable to 
know if you were conveniently 
informed about the risks you 
took when undergoing the sur-
gery. If you were not informed 
that the result of the surgery 
might not be as expected, this 

argument could be used in a pos-
sible negotiation with the clinic, 
or if you need to go to court. 
 
REF. P. M. O. 
My car has had a breakdown, 
and when going to the repair 
shop to ask for an estimate, I 
was told that I have to pay for 
an estimate, in case I don’t de-
cide to get the repair done 
there. Is it legal that they 
charge if they have not carried 
out any works? 
 
According to the law, it would 
indeed be legal that they 
charge for the estimate. You 
have to take into account that 
the repair shop does actually 
do work, even if it is not a re-
pair, as in most cases the me-
chanic has to invest time to 
dismantle the car in order to 
find out the cause of the 
breakdown. This amount will 
not be charged (or will be dis-
counted) if you finally decided 
to have the repair done there.

Custody without 
bail for Catalan 
independence MPs

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Delito Offence 

Dentenido Arrested 

Dentener To arrest 

Fianza Bail 

Riesgo Risk 

Decretar To make a ruling 

Asesorar To advise 

Castigar To punish 

Fiscal Public prosecutor 

Soberano Sovereign 

Denegar To deny 

Estado State 

Sedición Sedition 

Simpatizante Supporter 

Querella Lawsuit 

Rebelión Rebellion 

Partido Party 

Gobierno Government

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

E2 NOVEMBER 2017

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MIJAS. The Costa Press Club pre-
sented the Unicaja Communicator 
awards last week at a dinner at the 
Tamisa Golf Hotel in Mijas. The 
awards, each consisting of 300 euros 
and a trophy, went to Peter Edger-
ton, Stefania van Lieshout, Georgina 
Oliver and Mark Nayler. 

Master of ceremonies Neil 
Hesketh mentioned innovations 
this year, which included different 
categories for the awards, changes 
made to allow for work to be sub-
mitted in languages other than Eng-
lish, and sponsorship by Unicaja. He 
also thanked Artenovum for design-
ing and donating the trophies. 

On behalf of Unicaja, area direc-
tor Paco Reguera spoke of his satis-
faction at being able to participate 
in the event and said that the inter-
national community “deserves all 
our support”. 

The awards were presented to the 
winners by Paco Reguera, Eva María 
Ramada, manager of the Unicaja 
branch in Las Lagunas, Regina 
Gómez  of the Benalmádena Costa 
branch, and Jesper Sander Pedersen, 
president of the Costa Press Club. 

A “Young Communicator” award 
of 150 euros was won by former Eng-
lish International College student 
Danny Al-Khafaji, who is now study-
ing at King’s College London.

Journalists and writers receive 
Unicaja Communicator awards

Some of the Catalan MPs who appeared in court. :: EFE
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Eva María Ramada, Peter Edgerton, Mark Nayler, Paco Reguera, Stefania 
van Lieshout, Georgina Oliver and Regina Gómez. :: KARL SMALLMAN

Carles Puigdemont 
fled to Brussels with 
five other supporters 
and fresh elections 
were called 
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GARDENING

The genus Gaultheria is a member 
of the Ericaceae (heather) family 
and has pendulous, white or pink 
bell-shaped flowers and aromatic, 
glossy green leaves. In the autumn, 
large red, pink or white (depend-
ing on species) fruits form. Com-
mon names include eastern te-
aberry, creeping wintergreen, box-
berry, American wintergreen, chick-

enberry and mountain tea among 
many others. 

It is native to America, from New-
foundland to Manitoba and south 
to Georgia, where it is found grow-
ing in woodland clearings or in the 
shade of mountain laurels and rho-
dodendrons.  
Gaulthe-
ria pro-

cumbens is a low growing species 
often used for ground cover. Its 
branches spread out around the 
plant just a few centimetres off the 
ground. The upright stems bear clus-
ters of small oval, glossy leaves 
which are a paler tone underneath. 
The dainty nodding flowers appear 

from early summer and are fol-
lowed by striking red ber-

ries which may stay on 
the plant the entire year 

making it possible for 
a display of berries 
and flowers at the 
same time. The 
leaves of this species 
have the added ad-
vantage of turning 

purple and red in the 
autumn.  

Although Winter-
green will grow slowly 

and remain fairly compact, 
it will benefit from being cut 

back into the old wood every sec-
ond year to rejuvenate growth.  

Some members of the heather 
family will grow in open, exposed 
areas but Gaultheria prefers a shady, 
sheltered spot with no direct sun-
light. The soil needs to be fairly acidic 
and although it will grow in neu-
tral soils it dislikes lime. It is not 
drought tolerant and needs to be ir-
rigated regularly in summer and oc-
casionally in dry winters.  

Wintergreen was once used as a 
minty flavouring for toothpastes 
and chewing gum. The leaves con-
tain methyl salicylate, a compound 
with similar properties to aspirin 
(acetylsalicylic acid). Traditionally 
a tea was made from the leaves to 
help ease headaches or fevers but 
it can be dangerous for children, the 
elderly, pregnant women or any-
one allergic to aspirin. The berries 
are also edible and can be cooked in 
cakes or used to make ice-cream or 
wine.

Pretty white or pink bell-shaped flowers in summer and 
scarlet berries and purplish foliage in winter

American wintergreen

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

Alan Harrison sent in this photo and said, “this is a pic of our 
fabulous gardens at La Plaza - La Cala Resort, set off with the 
beautiful bird of paradise in the foreground”.
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AN OASIS AT LA CALA

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

The autumn collour of G. procumbens and flower (Inset). :: WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

Winter is suddenly here and 
houseplants could do with 
a little pampering to help 
them stay healthy and rest, 
ready for a vigorous new 
start in spring.  

With daylight hours re-
duced, growth slows down 
and therefore plants need 
less watering; some plants 
can be left until the soil 
has dried out completely 
before remoistening.   

Houseplants need to be 
moved into a spot with as 
much daylight as possible 
but away from draughts 
and radiators.  

Keep the leaves clean as 
a buildup of dust will re-
strict the amount of light 
getting through to the sur-
face and remove any dead 
or dying leaves as soon as 
they appear to prevent dis-
eases developing.

GARDENING HINTS FOR NOVEMBER

Pamper houseplants

:: ALAN HARRISON
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Adrenaline-filled activity 
in the fresh air. This is 
what awaits those who 
visit the Seville town of 
Bollullos de la Mitación be-
tween the 9th and 11th of 
this month.  

This town, located in the 
heart of the Aljarafe region, 
will host for the seventh 
consecutive year its Active 
Tourism and Nature Fair,  
bringing together many 
companies in this sector.   

The event will be held 
mainly in The Juliana Na-
ture Centre, where a lush 
pine forest will serve to 
give the best possible frame 
to this thematic meeting of 
outdoor activity fanatics. 

2 days in Bollullos 
de la Mitación 
Car and Walking.  

Duration of travel: 2 

hours and 30 minutes 

from Malaga. 

Fair of tourist activi-

ties: 6 hours. 

Other visits: 3 hours.

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES

A man ziplines through the trees at The Juliana Nature Centre. :: SUR

 In brief, this Fair of Acti-
ve Tourism and Nature, 
which has an exhibition 
area of some five thousand 
square metres, serves to 
give a boost to the outdoor 
tourism business, which is 
increasingly important for 
Andalucía. 

In this way, the fair will 
be a showcase of all the 
existing opportunities in 
active tourism and nature 
both in the province of Se-
ville and in the rest of An-
dalucía. 

It is no coincidence that 
the town of Bollullos de la 
Mitación becomes, if only 
for a few days, the capital 
of active tourism. Numer-

ous outdoor tourism com-
panies are based in the 
town. 

The fair held here is, in 
short, an opportunity for 
both professionals and en-
thusiasts of this type of 
tourism to come and enjoy 
the excitement and atmos-
phere of this seasonal 
event.  

To showcase it at its best, 
there will be many outdoor 
activities and demonstra-
tions. 

Skydiving, equestrian ac-
tivities, even flying in a 
plane and feeling like a pi-
lot for a day are some of the 
possibilities offered in the 
town, located halfway be-
tween Seville and the 
Doñana National Park. 

 The Juliana Nature Cen-
tre itself is certainly worth 
a visit, especially at this 
time of year, when it is 
truly beautiful.  

For the rest of the year 
families can enjoy the ac-
tive tourism opportunites 
that the town and centre 
have to offer. 

A very unique experien-
ce is what is known as the 
“Suspended Forest”.  This 
is considered to be the first 
highropes adventure cour-
se in Andalucía. It is a cir-
cuit that is suspended bet-
ween trees, that users 
must navigate either with 
zip lines, Tibetan bridges 
or by swinging. All this, of 
course, with strict security 
measures. 

In addition, you can also 
enjoy other attractions in 
La Juliana, such as a nature 
room designed especially 
for children. 

Whether you enjoy high 
powered adrenaline rushes 
or prefer to watch safely 
from the ground, there is 
something for everyone. 

Sevilla

Málaga

Córdoba

Huelva

Cádiz

Bollullos

Autumn capital of 
active tourism



Short films and 

alternative 

cinema in 

Benalmádena 

The Costa del Sol wel-
comes autumn to the 
big screen thanks to the 
International Short Film 
and Alternative Film 
Festival of Benalmádena 
(FICCAB). 

The seventeenth edi-
tion of this film event 
will take place  between 
the 8th and 11th of this 
month at the Casa de la 
Cultura in 
Benalmádena. 

The main objective of 
this festival is to promo-
te  short fiction films that 
do not usually find com-
mercial success, but that 
have the same quality 
and originality as some 
of their competitors. 

It is also the ideal 
platform for new filmma-
kers to get their films out 
on a well known 
platform. The short film 
format is increasingly 
attracting more and more 
fans of both film and vi-
deo making.  

As in other years, 
there will be categories 
for both feature films 
and short films. Addi-
tionally, there will be 
screenings of shorts that 
address current issues, 
such as immigration or 
gender violence. Likewi-
se, the screening of a 
medium-length film 
about Holy Week in 
Malaga, ‘Por la gracia de 
Dios’, is planned to be 
shown to guests.  

The FICCAB includes 
much more than film 
screenings in its exten-
sive programme this 
year. There will also be 
children’s workshops, 
an exhibition by Geor-
ge Méllês and informa-
tion about filmmaking 
and the films that will 
be screened at the 
event.



DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA
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EXHIBITIONS 

Nimrod Messeg 
Marbella. Until 21 November. 
Kempinski Hotel Bahía.  
Nimrod developed his method of 
sculpting iron by using ancient 
forging techniques, welding, 
power hammering, the plasma 
torch, etc. Enabling him to create 
unique textures and shapes and 
transforming metal into beautiful, 
gentle, light sculptures. 

Dizzy Bishop 
 Marbella. Ristorante Conrad’s  
Avda. De Prado, Nueva Andalucia. 
Sculptor Dizzy Bishop is staging a 
mini exhibition of some of her lat-
est work.  

Fabrizio Arrieta 
 Marbella. Until 3 November. Yusto 
/ Giner Gallery, C/Madera. 
‘Recuerdo un lugar imaginario’ is 
the title of this exhibition by Costa 
Rican artist Fabrizio Arrieta.  

Presence and Absence 
Marbella. Until 28 November. 
Salón Enseñada, Hotel Fuerte.  
An exhibition of works by Enar 
Cruz and Antonia López Luque.  

Movimiento Espartaco 
 Marbella. Until 18 April 2020. 
Museo Ralli Marbella. 
For the first time in Spain, an ex-
hibition of works by the Argen-
tinian collective of the 60s who 
expressed the political and social 
proble ms of the country through 

their art. 

Chromatic Geometry 
 Marbella. San Pedro de Alcántara. 
Until 22 November. 
Este Arte Gallery exhibits work 
from multidisciplinery artist 
Aurora Cid. Sculptures, paintings 
and photography will all be on 
display. 

Miguel Gómez Losada 
Malaga. Until 25 November. Cen-
tro de Arte Contempóraneo.  
The first solo exhibition of this art-
ist, ‘Romanza’ includes nearly 
twenty paintings in different for-
mats and techniques. 

Hernan Bas 
Malaga. Until 9 December Centro 
de Arte Contemporáneo  
‘A Brief Intermission’ is the title of 
the new exhibition at the CAC in 
Malaga. It is the first time that 
American artist Hernan Blas has 
exhibited in a museum in Spain. 
Thirty six paintings are on display 

of varying formats.  

Referencias Andaluzas 
 Malaga. Until 3 February. Museo 
Picasso Malaga. 
A collection of works demonstrat-
ing the influence of Mediterranean 
culture on Picasso’s art. 

Malaga Cathedral 
Malaga. Until 28 February, 10am - 
6pm.  
‘Unfinished Symphony’ is the title 
of the exhibition at Malaga Cathe-
dral. It demonstrates the develop-
ment process of the cathedral 
which has been in construction 
through several periods of history 
from the Renaissance, from 1527 to 
15 88; and the Baroque, from 1721 
until 1782. This architectural treas-
ure is yet to be completed.   

Fruta Madura 
Malaga. Until 4 November. Sala La 
Coracha, C/Santos 7.  
Four artists are selected from the 
facultad de Bellas Artes in Malaga 
University every year to exhibit 
their work. This year the students 
demonstrate various techniques 
including video, drawings, sculp-
ture and photography.  

Tails-Tales 
Malaga. Until 5 November. La 
Casa Amarilla, C/Santos 7.  
In this her first individual show at 
La Casa Amarilla, Cristina Savage 
offers a series assembled from 
found objects – orphaned chairs – 
that the artist rescued from the tip 
and adopted to transform into 

unique sculptural environments. 

Pianos of Malaga 
Malaga. Until 13 January 2019. El 
Museo del Patrimonio Municipal.  
An exhibition exploring the crea-
tion and playing of the piano.  

Un Experimento 
Malaga. Until 4 January. Univer-
sity of Malaga Rectory. Open 
Monday - Saturday 10am-2pm, 
5pm-9pm.   
Works from the artist Francisco 
Ferrer Lerín.  

Naturalezas. 
Malaga. Until 30 November. Mu-
seum Jorge Rando.  
Exploration of nature and the rela-
tion it has  to humankind.  

Women in Art Progress 

Malaga. Until 5 November. Sala 
Manuel Barbadillo, open Monday - 
Friday 10am-1.30pm, 5pm-8pm.  
Works exploring women and how 
they are perceived and presented 
within art.  

Dolls House exhibition 
Benalmádena. Until 14 December. 
Centro de Exposiciones de 
Benalmádena. 
Not just dolls houses but dolls and 
miniatures too in this exhibition 
by collector Voria Harras.  

Photography exhibition 
Mijas.9 November opening at 8pm 
in Casa de La Cultura .  
Photography presented from the 
Asociación Nuevo Enfoque. 

Arte Base 
Mijas. 5 November. Casa de la Cul-
tura Las Lagunas, 6pm-8pm. Po-
etry and music recital on the four 
elements.  

No Sé Pintar Gente 
Mijas. Until 12 November. Centro 
Cultural de la Cala, open from 
10am-2pm and 5pm-8pm. An ex-
hibition of  the works of Luis Mar-
tinez Valcabado. The works mainly 
consist of nature and landscape 
paintings.  

Amor y Deseo 
Vélez-Málaga. Until 8 December. 
Centro de Arte Contempóraneo.  
The exhibition consists of 51 works 
by Pablo Ruiz Picasso and cele-
brates the fifth anniversary of the 
centre.  

Fruta Madura, Malaga.

Hernan Bas, CAC Malaga
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EXHIBITIONS 

Impressionism and 
photography 
Algeciras. Until 28 December. 
Galería UFCA.  
Exhibition by Manuela Quirós, 
from Algeciras, a photographer 
who alongside her digital images 
has a series of paintings that com-
plement her photography.  

Galería Krabbe  
Frigiliana. Until 24 November. 
C/Rosarico.  
A new exhibition entitled ‘Habitat’ 
features works by artists Caroline 
Krabbe, Amanda Arancibia and 
Hanne G. Email: galeriak-

rabbe@gmail.com 

ANEDA 
Nerja. Until 3 November. Sala 
municipal from 11am-2pm and 
6pm-9pm. 
Exhibition of the collected works 
of The Nerja Art Association. 

Caminos Cruzados 
Nerja. Until 11 November. Museo 
de Nerja.  
Oliver and Fernando de la Rosa pre-
sent their sculptures at this exhibi-
tion.  

Rocinante no hay camino 
Nerja. Until 18 November. Centro 
cultural.  
The first photographic exhibition 
of well known sea painter José 
Melguizo. 

CHARITY 

Guy Fawkes charity party 
Marbella. 4 November  at 7.30pm.  
Villa Tiberio, tickets are 75 euros. 
The event will be raising money for 
the Spanish Red Cross for the refu-
gees in Malaga, and Cudeca. There 
will be aperitifs and a three-course 
meal with wines, liqueurs and cof-
fee (included in the price), fol-

lowed by a charity auction with ce-
lebrity-signed items and live enter-
tainment folowwed by fireworks. 
All monies from the auction and 
25€ from each ticket will be shared 
by  the charities. Reservations 
tel:952 77 1799 or email info@villa-
tiberio.com.  

TAIL Torrox Autumn Dog 
Show 
Torrox Costa. 4 November from 
noon. Judging from 2pm. Chirin-
guito El Barco, Peñoncillo Beach. 
Fifteen classes, rosettes, cups and 
prizes, stalls and cake stand, bar 
and food. Parade of dogs for adop-
tion. All proceeds go to Tail Dog 
Refuge. Fun for all the family as 
well as all dog owners. 

Armistice Remembrance Day 
Mijas. 11 November, from 
11.30am. Tamisa Golf Hotel. 25€. 
The minute silence and reflection 
at 12 (11am English time) willl be 
followed by a  two course lunch at 

1pm. Live entertainment will be 
provided by ‘Touch of Class’ and 
quartet, ‘Reflections Acapella’. 
Then at 6pm Lindsay Rose will be 
performing. Tel: 952 585 988 OR 
email: reservas@hoteltamisa-
golf.com 

MUSIC & DANCE  

The Wall Bar  
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free. 
33 November. Susan Valery & 
Adrian Lombardi. Voice and gui-
tar.Jazz style. 
10 November. Constanza & Javier 
Jazz duet.  
17 November. Señor Blues. Jesús 
Aranda & Alberto Soler. Blues, 
country, rock and soul. 
24 November. Victor Sánchez & 
Dani Harp. Blues, rock and roll 
and american folk music. 

Axel Concert 

Malaga. November 4. La Cochera 
Cabaret. 
After two sell-out shows at the leg-
endary Gran Rex Theater in Buenos 
Aires and his second time as a judge 
on the “La Voz Argentina”,  Axel ar-
rives in Malaga on part of his tour. 
For tickets visit www.lacochera-
cabaret.com. 

Louie Louie Live 
Estepona. Louie Louie Bar.   
14 November, 10pm.  Robert Jon & 

The Wreck. 10€ in advance, 13€ 
on the door. 
22 November, midnight. Super-
suckers. 20€ in advance, 24€ on 
the door. 
24 November, 11.45pm. The Rob 
Sas Band.  

Tango show 
Estepona. 9 November at Centro 
Cultural Padre Manuel, Estepona 
8.30pm.  ‘Una Noche en Buenos 
Aires’ live music and ballet.  Tickets 
10 Euros and already available at 
660753246.  

Tribute to Pavarotti 
Almuñécar. 2 November, 8pm. 
Casa de la Cultura.  
Tenor Moisés Molin and pianist 
Diego Rivera.  

Cuarteto Quimbo 
Almuñécar. 3 November, 8pm. 
Casa de la Cultura.  
A concert of Cuban music with the 
Cuarteto Quimbao. 

Choir concert 
Almuñécar. 4 November, 8pm. 
Iglesia Parroquial de la 
Encarnación.  
The Academia Vocal de Granada 
“Feelings” will be in concert. Free. 

A Touch of Class 
Fuengirola. 16 November, 7pm. 
Casa de la Cultura. 10€ 
A Touch of Class presents Variety 
Espectacular in aid of Lux Mundi. 
Reservations: 952026811 or email 
touchofclasstickets@gmail.com. 

Classical music mornings 
Malaga. One Sunday a month at 
midday. El Palacio de la Aduana. 
In total there will be thirteen con-
certs consisting of jazz, flamenco, 
Gregorian, gospel, chamber music 
and processional marches. Mem-
bers of the Orquesta Filarmónica 
de Málaga, the Orquesta Joven de 
Andalucía, the Escuela Reina Sofia, 
the Joven Orquesta Nacional de Es-
paña and the Las Chapas choir from 
Marbella will be performing 
among others. www.orquestafilar-
monicademalaga.com 

Sleeping Beauty 
Malaga. 28 November. Teatro 
Cervantes.  
Russian National Ballet dancing to 
music composed by Tchaikovsky. 
Call 952224109 to book. 

Jazz Club concert 
Nerja. 23 November at 8.30pm. 
Hotel Plaza Cavana. Tickets are 18€ 
for an armchair sear and 12 euros 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

GRANADA. The Festival Inter-
nacional de Jazz Granada is one 
of the most anticipated events of 
the autumn for jazz lovers every 
year. Running for nearly forty 
years, it is one of the oldest jazz 
festivals in Europe. Since the 
very first edition it has show-
cased the best of national and in-
ternational jazz with musicians 
such as Miles Davis, Oscar Peter-
son, Abbey Lincoln, Art Blakey, 
Tete Montoliu, Dizzy Gillespie, 
Wayne Shorter, Dee Dee Bridge-
water and Chucho Valdés among 
the many who have performed at 
the event. 

This year the festival starts 
today, Friday 2 November, with 
an opening performance by 
saxofonist Melissa Aldana and 
her quartet. The followng eve-
ning contemporary jazz musi-
cian James Carter will be in con-
cert and on Sunday 4 November 
it is the turn of pianist Eliane 
Elias. On 7 November, Bill Evans 
and Randy Brecker joins drum-
mer SimonPhillips in concert.  

Joe Barbieri presents his re-
cent recording, Origami, on 8 
November. Stanley Clark, co-
founder with Chick Corea of 
Return to Forever will be in 
concert  on 9 November and 
Stacey Kent, winner of the Brit-
ish Jazz Award among many 
others, will perform for the 
closing concert on Saturday 10 
November. 

Granada jazz festival, one             
of the oldest in Europe

Melissa Aldana. :: SUR.

 What: International jazz festi-
val. www.jazzengranada.es  

 Where: Teatro Isabel La 
Católica, Granada city. 

 When: From 2 until 10 Novem-
ber.

INFORMATION

Galeria Krabbe, Frigiliana

Sandro Morelli, charity night
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for a stool.  The ticket price includes 
a glass of Cava. Daniel Amat and 
Francis Posé in concert with Jorge 
Cid on the drums. Amat is a Cuban 
pianist and Posé a Spanish double 
bass player. The concert promises 
to be a colourful, rhythmic musical 
experience. 

Orquesta de Cámara de la 
Nueva Filarmónica de 
Hamburgo 
Nerja. 3 November. Centro 
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 25 euros. 
Guest orchestral performance in 
Spain, playing Vivaldi’s Four Sea-
sons.  

Tango Spectacular 
Nerja. 6 November. Centro 
Cultural Villa de Nerja.  
La Porteña Tango performs to cele-
brate their 10th anniversary. 

Finnish male choir Laulu-
Miehet 
Malaga. 2 November, 8pm. Malaga 
Cathedral. 
Fuengirola. 5 November, 8pm. 
Palacio de la Paz.  
The choir is one to the oldest and 
most prestigious  in Finland. The 
concert is free of charge. 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. AAuditorio Edgar Neville   
2 November 8pm. 
Directed by Octavio J. Peidró, the 
orchestra will play a variety of 
compositions by Felix Men-
delsshon. 
Malaga. Museo de Málaga  

4 November, noon.  
VAN3uard Percussion and José Car-
los Escobar Perianes. 
Malaga. Teatro Cervantes 
8, 9 November, 8pm.  
Directed by Manuel Hernández 
Silva, the orchestra will be playing 
compositions from Dmitri 
Shostakóvich. 
23, 25November, 8pm. 
La Traviata by Giuseppe Verde. 
28, 29 November, 8pm,  Directed 
by Álvaro Albiach, the orchestra 
will be playing Gustav Mahler’s 
Symphony number nine. 
Malaga. Auditorio Museo Picasso 
13 November, 8pm.  
 Music from Mozart and Brahms by 
Austri Musici. https://tick-
ets.museopicassomalaga.org 
16 November, 88pm.  
Rachmaninov and Tchaikovsky 
played by Óscar Martín Castro (pi-
ano); Jesús Reina (violin) and Til  

EVENTS 

TOPS Halloween Party 
Coin. 3 November at 8pm, Pedro 
Lucena’s restaurant, tickets 20 
euros. 
Dance the night away to the 
rock group ‘Revival’. After last 
year’s very successful evening  
TOPS have invited them to play  
again for a Halloween Party.  
Includes a 2 course meal of 
either fish, chicken or the 
vegetarian option. Tickets can be 
purchased at Martin’s or 
Cristina’s bookshops in Alhaurin 
El Grande. 

MacBeth production 
Malaga.3 November, Teatro Eche-
garay. 8pm. 
An adaptation of William 
Shakespeare’s original directed by 
Eun Kang.  

Tapas Route 
Churriana. 2-4 November. 
In a Halloween special, take this 
Tapas route which includes 12 bars 
in Churriana. 

The Invaders 
Churriana. 3 November, 7pm-
11pm. 
The Invaders race os three 
kilometres with scary stages 
through the streets of Churriana. 
Entertainment from DJ Ben 
Hassel.   

Age Concern coffee morning 
Estepona. 6 November from 11am 
until 1pm. Rick’s Gin and Tonic 

Have a coffee and take part in the 
discussions or get those questions 
that have been bothering you, 
answered.  

Quiz Night 
Fuengirola. 15 November, 6.30pm. 
Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre. 
Team up with your friends and pit 
your wits for a fun, light hearted 
evening. There will be a prize for 
the 1st and 2nd placed teams. A 
snack and one free drink included 
in ticket price of 4€. All proceeds to  
fund raising. 

A trip to Estepa 
Fuengirola. 21 November, depart-
ing 8am from Feria ground or 8.05 
from bullring. 23€. 
Includes travel, insurance and en-
trance to the La Estepeña factory 
where the famous Christmas man-
tecados biscuits are made. Tel 952 
474 840, e-mail luxmun-
dif@gmail.com   web. www.lux-

mundi.org. 

Panto Aladdin 
Coín. 23, 24 November, 7pm. El 
Palacio, La Trocha. 12€ non mem-
bers. 8€ under twelves.  
The Andalucia Performing Arts 
Society (TAPAS) are performing 
the panto Aladdin. 
www.tapassociety.com 

Coach excursion to Gibraltar 
Torre del Mar. 15 November, 20 
December. Various departure 
points. 12€ 
Transport, travel insurance 
included. Passport necessary. Lux 
Mundi Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 
334 or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org 

Excursion to Cordoba 
Torre del Mar. 11-13 December. 
Various departure points. 169€ pp 
sharing dble room or 199€ single. 
In the Hotel Conquistador 4* Bed 
and breakfast. Lux Mundi Torre del 
Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Women on screen 
Malaga.  Until 13 November, in 
the Cine Albéniz. 
Screenings of nearly fifty feature 
films, short films and 
documentaries reflecting on 
gender inequalities and analising 
the role of transgressive women in 
their social, historical and political 
context and of the victims not only 
of discrimination based on gender 
but in relation to ethnicity, race, 
sexual orientation or social class. 

Aladdin Panto with cast from TAPAS, Coín
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EVENTS 

Viveros Guzmán and 
Fuengirola with Lux Mundi 
Torre del Mar. 21 November. Vari-
ous departure points. 15€ 
A visit to Guzmán garden centre 
and then shopping trip to 
Fuengirola. Tel:952 543 334 or e-
mail: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Traditional Halloween Party 
Torre del Mar. 21 November. In the 
town.  
Activities for the whole family, as 
well as Halloween themed events 
such as a haunted house. 

Bring and Share lunch 
Torre del Mar. 5 November. Lux  
Mundi Ecumenical Centre, 1pm.  
Widows, widowers and singles 
group. Meet new friends at the 
Centre. The group also meets on 
the other Mondays of the month 
for coffee, walks, visits to places of 
interest, etc.  Tel:952 543 334 or e-
mail: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Autumn and Winter fashion 
show 
Torre del Mar. 6 November. Lux  
Mundi Ecumenical Centre, 4pm.  
opportunity to purchase new and 
nearly new clothes, shoes and 
accessories to add to your 
wardrobe.  There will be a welcome 
drink and refreshments available 
to purchase during the interval. 
Tickets 5 euros. 

National Dog Show 
Estepona 10 November, 4.30 -
6.30pm. Registration between 3 
and 4.30pm. Palacio de Exposicio-
nes y Congresos. 
The third Concurso nacional 
Canino Ciudad de Estepona is or-
ganised by the Royal Spanish Ca-
nine Association and Costa del sol 
Canine Association.  

Royal British Legion Cruise 

Mollina. 15 November. 
The cruise around the central 
Mediterranean area will be for 
seven nights, eight days. Prices 
range from 850 -955 € depending 
on choice of cabin. Organised in 
conjunction with Halcón viajes 
and Pullmantur. More details from: 
jfloresmolina@halcon-viajes.es or 
call Dave Punshon 689455704 or 
email: punshon.dave@gmail.com 

Phoenix Club trips 
Christmas lights and market in 
Seville. 15, 16 December. Depart 
Algarrobo Lidl 8.30am other pick 
ups to be confirmed. 100€ pp shar-
ing dble room. Single 135€ . 
Includes B&B, coach fare and 
driver’s gratuity. 
For more information email: 
phoenixsocialclub@yahoo.co.uk 
or go to www.phoenixsocial-
club.co.uk.  
man Mahrenholz (cello).  

Malaga International Jazz 
Malaga. Teatro Cervantes. 
22 November. Billy Cobham Band. 
3 November. Stefano Bollani quin-
quet Que Bom. 
4 November.  John Scofield’s 
Combo 66. 

  T. I. M. S Remembrance day  
Fuengirola. 11 November. Salon 
Varieties no later than 10.15am.  
For more information visit 
www.tims.org. 

TIMS 30th anniversary    
Fuengirola. 22 November. The 
Avanto at 8pm.  
The concert includes performances 
from Juliet Williams and Ricky La-
vazza, also known as the ‘Velvet 
Voice’. www.tims.org. 

Fiesta de  la Castaña 
Alcaucín, Ojén and Pujerra. 3, 4 
November.  
Tastings of roasted chestnuts 
cooked in the traditional way  and 
accompanied by anis or local 
mistela. Other local products such 
as raisins, roasted sweet potatoes 
and mantecados will be available. 
Saturday afternoon in Alcaucín, 
Sunday in Ojén and Saturday and 
Sunday in Pujerra. 

FLAMENCO  

Cata Flamenca 
Nerja. 14 November at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are 50€. Bodega. 
The best wines in Andalucía with a 
combination of tapas and haute 
cuisine and flamenco. Reservations 

690073871. 

Let the Christmas spirit start 
Alhaurin el Grande. 17 November 
at 7pm until late.  Venta La Recta. 
Tickets are 10 euros. 
The Andy Ross Singers invite you 
to their musical Christmas show. 
There will be a mix of traditional 
Christmas songs and sound tracks 
from musicals. Food is also 
available. Reservations or for more 
info call 617510758 or 952112057. 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 

36 02 95 or visit www.cinealbe-
niz.com or www.unientradas.es 
The Guernsey Literary and Po-
tato Peel Pie Society: 18.15, 
20.15. 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
First Man: 20.10 (Tues). 
Venom: 18.30, 21.00 (Tues). 
Cold War: 18.05, 20.05, 22.05 
(Tues) . 
The House With the Clock in 
the Wall: 18.05, 20.15 (Tues). 
A Star is Born: 21.15 (Tues). 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Bohemian rhapsody: 12.00, 
16.15, 19.00, 21.45, 00.30 (every-
day) 
A Star is Born: 12.00, 16.00 (eve-

ryday).  
The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms: 12.05, 17.00 (everyday). 
Halloween:  18.40, 21.00, 23.15 
(everyday). 
The House With A Clock On The 
Wall: 18.05, 20.10 (Tues). 
BlacKkKlansman: 22.05, 00.30 
(everyday); 16.45 (Mon, Tues, 
Thurs).  

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
Halloween: 20.15 (Mon-Thurs); 
20.30, 22.45 (Fri, Sat, Sun); 22.30 
(Mon-Wed). 
Goosebumps 2: Haunted Hal-
loween: 12.00 (Sun); 16.10 (Fri, 
Sat, Sun). 
The Guernsey Literary and Po-
tato Peel Pie Society: 18.00 
(Mon- Thurs); 18.15 (Fri, Sat, 
Sun). 
Hunter Killer: 15.40, 18.15 (Fri, 
Sat, Sun); 17.45 (Mon, Thurs); 
18.00 (Tues, Wed). 
The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms: 11.45 (Sun); 15.50 (Fri, 
Sat, Sun); 18.00 (every day). 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 15.45, 
20.15 (Fri-Sun); 18.00, 22.30 
(every day); 17.45 , 20.00 (Mon-
Thurs).  
A Star is Born: 18.00 (everyday).  

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
BlacKkKlansman: 16.15 (every 
day except Sun); 12.40 (Sun); 
18.55 (Tues). 
The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms: 13.30 (Sat, Sun); 21.05 
(Fri, Sat, Sun ). 
First Man: 22.30 (Tues). 
Hunter Killer: 12.55 (Sat, Sun); 
21.45 (Tues). 
Goosebumps 2: Haunted Hal-
loween: 14.15 (Sat, Sun); 18.15 
(Tues). 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 17.00, 
19.40, 22.20 (every day except 
Wed). 
Christopher Robin: 12.20 (Sat, 
Sun); 16.35 (Tues).   
Halloween: 13.15 (Sat, Sun); 
15.45 (Fri-Tues). 

Musica Con Encanto  
Les Roches, Marbella: 689 000 
944.    
La Suite Iberia: 17 November, 
7pm. 25€ A piano recital by José 
Luis Nieto. Discounts for the 
unemployed, students and under 
18s. www.musicaconencanto.org

Roasted chestnuts, Ojén

:: TONY BRYANT 
SAN PEDRO. The Es Arte Gal-
lery in San Pedro Alcántara is 
currently exhibiting a collec-
tion of work by Cordoba artist, 
Aurora Cid. Chromatic Geome-
try is a deep investigation of 
the geometric shape and in-
cludes a collection of colourful 
abstract designs on paper, 
wood and metal. The colour be-
comes a key element, giving it 
a depth that is achieved 
through the use of the tonal 
gradation technique.  

The pieces have been se-
lected from her collections in 
the Antonio Saura Foundation 

Museum in Cuenca, and the 
town halls of Ciudad Real and 
Cordoba. 

Aurora Cid is an award win-
ning painter, sculptor and pho-
tographer with a consolidated ca-
reer within the art world. The 
artist has exhibited both indi-
vidually and collectively in Spain, 
Belgium, Germany and Italy.  

The free exhibition, which will 
run until 22 November, can be 
viewed from Monday to Friday 
between the hours of 10.30am 
and 2pm, and from 5.30pm to 
8pm. The exhibition can be vis-
ited by appointment on Satur-
day mornings:  952039945.

An investigation of 
the geometric shape

Artist presents a collection of colourful abstract designs. :: SUR
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‘Bao’ is literally to ‘enfold’ and bao 
bread is Asian in origin. It is 
steamed with Peking style laquered 
duck, spring onions, pickled gher-
kins, hoisin sauce and aromatic 
herbs. For four people. 
 

Peking style duck 
INGREDIENTS  

1 Peking style duck. 

1 litre hoisin sauce. 

600g molasses 

 
METHOD 

Preheat the oven to 180º. Remove 
the internal organs from the duck; 
using a blow torch, pass the flame 
over the body to burn off any re-
maining feathers. In a bowl mix 
together the hoisin sauce and the 
molasses. Place the duck in a heat 
proof, shallow dish and baste gen-
erously with the hoisin / molas-
ses mix. Roast in the hot oven for 
20 minutes and then remove and 
baste again. Do this three more 
times after which the skin should 
be crispy. Remove from the oven 
and leave to cool. Chop the flesh 
very finely.  

INGREDIENTS  

TO FINISH  

4 bao bread rolls. 
400g chopped duck. 

80g hoisin sauce. 

30g spring onions. 

30g pickled gherkins. 

10g fresh mint. 

10g fresh coriander. 

Steam the bao rolls for approxi-
mately two to three minutes in 
a steam oven or alternatively cook 
them in a microwave for 30-50 
seconds.   

PLATING UP 
Cut the steamed bao rolls open and 
fill with finely chopped duck, 
spring onion and pickled gherkin 
cut into julienne strips. Moisten 
with a little hoisin sauce and sprin-
kle with the aromatic herbs. 

 

 

 

Diego Gallegos is at the helm of the 

Michelin-starred restaurant Sollo and 

Arara bistro bar, both in the Double 

Tree by Hilton Hotel Resort & Spa Res-

erva del Higuerón, Fuengirola

DIEGO GALLEGOS

Duck bao

SOLLO INSPIRATION DIEGO 
GALLEGOS

W
e on the Coast are 
very lucky to have 
Ronda as our near-
est wine-growing 

area. The phylloxera bug wiped 
out the Malaga vineyards in 1878, 
and it was not until the arrival of 
outsiders like Alfonso von Hohen-
lohe and Frederic Schatz 30 years 
ago that vineyards started to 
flourish again in the Sierra. 

Hohenlohe’s bodega still exists 
but is unrecognisable, as is the 
wine it makes. Schatz’s organic 
varieties are widely acclaimed. 
Currently there are many bodegas 
in the Ronda area making excel-
lent varieties, officially classified 
as the Serranía de Ronda within 
the all-embracing official title of 
DO Sierras de Málaga. 

Brought up, as most of us are, 
on Rioja and Ribera del Duero 
styles, we often erroneously com-
pare Ronda, and indeed other ar-
eas’ wines, with these Spanish 
references.  

The problem for the wineries 

has been to get Andalusian bars 
and restaurants to acknowledge 
their existence. The standard re-
sponse, when asking your favour-
ite local restaurant why there 
were no Ronda varieties featured 
on their list, was a standard “They 
are too expensive”. 

This may have been vaguely as-
sociated with reality ten or 15 
years ago, but an effective price 
freeze over a decade has brought 
them into line with any other re-
gion’s levels.  

Of the better Ronda wines – 
and really it is hard to find a bad 
one - Chinchilla’s two impressive 
reds from the Doña Felisa bodega 
are among the best. Chloe Char-
donnay, the first white wine to 
be made in the area, is surpris-
ingly good at around ten euros. 
The five reds range from eight 
euros for the most acceptable 
Encaste 2017, and 13 euros for 
the excellent Seis + Seis 2013 
(see Wine of the Week below). 

Chinchilla Doble Doce 2013 

From the above-mentioned Doña 
Felisa bodega in Ronda, this 
blend of Merlot and Cabernet 
Sauvignon has 15 months barrel-
age in French oak. It won a gold 
medal in Paris recently as the 
best Cabernet Sauvignon in the 
World. Around 19 euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

ANDREW J. LINN 

OUR LOCAL 

WINE REGION                                                                   
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Working with just three 
basic elements -bases, 
custards and toppings- 
the only limit is the 
imagination 

:: ESPERANZA PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. Imagine you have just 
organised a get-together for friends 
at your home, or have offered to 
prepare your famous tiramisu for 
a party with 50 guests. In situa-
tions like these, puddings in a glass 

are ideal. Easy to assemble, store 
and serve, there are endless com-
binations and you can even pro-
vide a dessert buffet by using dif-
ferent ingredients. So, let’s look 
at some ideas for delicious puds in 
a glass.  

There are basically three ele-
ments: base, cream or custard, and 
topping. Contrast is also impor-
tant. The more you  play with col-
ours which will be seen through 
the glass, the more attractive your 
desserts will be, and the combina-
tion of creamy, juicy and crunchy 

Easy puddings 
in a glass

Easy to prepare, versatile and delicious. 
Nearly all favourite cake recipes can be 
adapted to this format

There are endless combinations that can be served in glasses. :: D. MALDONADO
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textures will make them more in-
teresting to eat. But let’s do this a 
step at a time: 

11. The bases  
The base goes in the bottom of the 
glass, and it needs to be something 
that will enhance  the flavour of 
the cream or custard and harmo-
nise with its texture.  

If, for example, you want to of-
fer a version of a classic strawberry 
and cream sponge cake, instead of 
making the cake you can buy 
sponge fingers and pour a light 
syrup over them. For the syrup you 
need 100ml of water and 100g of 
white sugar.  

Put them in a pan and heat them 
until the sugar has dissolved. You 
can add lemon juice or a few drops 
of your favourite liqueur etc, to 
add to the taste, if you like.  

Then put the sponge fingers into 
the glass, level them off and add 
the syrup with a basting spoon.  

Then, for your strawberry cake,  
add whipped cream and sliced fresh 
strawberries. You can use more 
than one layer if you like, but it 
must always look attractive from 
the outside.  

Other options can also be used 
for bases, for example digestive 
biscuits for cheesecakes or lemon 
pie in a glass.  

For this, you’ll need 80g of but-
ter, 10 digestive biscuits and a pinch 
of salt. Crush the biscuits into quite 
large crumbs, add the melted but-
ter and salt and use your fingertips 
to ensure that the butter mixes 

properly with the biscuit crumbs. 
This will help to keep them crisp 
once the cream has been added. 

 ‘Tortas de aceite’, almond cake 
or even pastry can also be used as 
a base for these puddings, but if 
you want them to stay crisp it is 
best to add them at the end in the 
form of a topping instead. 

2. Creams and custards  
This is where imagination and time 
come into it.  

If you’re short of time you can 
improvise and make some very good 
fillings with bought custard, for ex-
ample. Like this ‘Baileys tart’ glass:  

For six people, use sponge fin-
gers for the base, and pour neat Bai-
leys over them. For the filling, use 
300g of bought custard, 200g of 
caramel  and one sachet of instant 
coffee diluted in 20ml of whisky.  

In a bowl, stir the custard ingre-
dients until they’re well mixed, 
and then use a piping bag to place 
the filling on the bases.  

Finally, put whipped cream on 
the top and sprinkle chocolate-cov-
ered coffee grains over as a topping.  

If you want to make a chocolate 
cake in a glass, you can use butter-
free chocolate mousse as the fill-

ing: melt 150g of dark chocolate, 
and when it has cooled to room 
temperature mix in four beaten 
egg yolks. Separately, whisk the 
four egg whites until very stiff, 
and then fold them into the choco-
late mixture, using a spatula and 

gentle upward movements.  
To assemble the dessert, put 

chocolate sponge soaked in a few 
drops of Cointreau in the bottom 
of the glass, then spread a spoon-
ful of apricot jam on top.  

Add the semi-bitter mousse, and 

finally whipped cream topped with 
a hot chocolate sauce.  

The sauce is made by heating 
20cl of single cream with 10cl of 
milk, and melting 150g of dark 
chocolate chips in it.  

Stir until well mixed, and keep un-
til needed. You can add a sprinkling 
of toasted almonds on top of the 
sauce, if required.  

White chocolate yoghurt is also a 
very versatile custard for desserts in 
a glass. For this, you need 200g of 
whipping cream, 125ml of Greek yo-
ghurt, 200g of white chocolate and 

two spoons of icing sugar.  
Whip the cream. Melt 
the chocolate in a 

bain marie, and 
mix it with the 

Greek yoghurt. 
Next, stir the 
two creams 
together.  

If you 
want a filling 
with a 

thicker, more 
cheese-like tex-

ture, you can 
mix 200g of 

whipped cream, 
150g of sugar and 200g of 

cream cheese.  
Both of these fillings combine very 

well with fruits and any type of jam.   

3. Toppings 
Look for crispy items, anything from 
pieces of chocolate or nuts to more 
unusual and entertaining elements 
like popping candy. 

There are just three elements to these desserts. :: D. MALDONADO
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Puds in a glass are quick and  
easy to make. :: D. M

Look for crunchy 
toppings such as nuts, 
chocolate or even 
popping candy
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Has your insurance premium been 
incremented due to age? Has it 
been cancelled? Are you unhappy 
with the service? Is your medical 
directory or are your coverages 
insufficient? Are you looking for an 
insurance policy that meets your 
requirements? Then the health 
insurance offered by ASSSA may 
be of your interest. 

UNIQUE CONTRACTUAL 

GUARANTEES 

ASSSA does not increase the price 
due to age, which means that the 
premium will remain the same age 
bracket that you contracted at the 
beginning. ASSSA guarantees 
under contract that your policy will 
not be cancelled, therefore you can 
have the peace of mind of being 
provided with a lifetime coverage. 

PERSONALISED CUSTOMER 

SERVICE IN YOUR LANGUAGE 

With ASSSA you can count on a 
personalised, friendly and 
professional service. From the first 
day you will be allocated to a 
particular person in your local 
ASSSA branch who will assist and 
guide you whenever necessary in 
a friendly and promptly manner. 
You will not come across any 
language barriers, as you will be 

attended in your language by the 
multilingual staff at ASSSA. Also, 
the majority of doctors and medical 
centres either speak your language 
or offer translation services. 

A CUSTOM-MADE INSURANCE  

ASSSA has different levels of 
coverage and services in their 
insurance policies. You can even 
have the option to choose a more 
comprehensive level of coverage 
which offers free choice services 
with a reimbursement option.  
You would have immediate access 
to GP’s, specialists and emergency 
assistance in numerous and 
prestigious private medical centres. 
Moreover, ASSSA offers the 
possibility of a second medical 
opinion and being preventive by 
carrying out an annual check-up. 

INSURE YOUR HEALTH WITH ASSSA 

ASSSA offers facilities and 
advantages in transferring from 

your current company to your new 
health insurance with ASSSA, 
like the cancellation of the waiting 
periods. 

Now is the best moment to take 
out your private health insurance 
with ASSSA, as you can benefit 
from up to 30 % lifetime discount 
until the 12th of December. 
Please contact your local ASSSA 
branch for further information with 
no strings attached.

ADVERTORIAL

YOUR HEALTH WELL INSURED

:: SUR 

Autumn arrives, and then comes 
the cold weather. It is a time of year 
when colds and flu are unwelcome 
but regular visitors. There are a great 
many myths about how to avoid 
them: contrary to common belief, 
keeping well wrapped-up and never 
going barefoot at home will be no 
use at all unless we take other, really 
effective, measures. In fact, catch-
ing a virus has nothing whatsoever 
to do with what we wear or whether 
we are outside in bad weather.  

So if colds and flu are unrelated 
to the weather, why do so many 
people suffer from them at this 
time of year?  

Well, there is a correlation, but 

not the one that many people 
think. Yes, it is a fact that most 
colds occur in the autumn and win-
ter; that is due to a combination of 
factors, such as people spending 
more time together at home and 
in enclosed spaces such as offices 
and schools, and that increases the 
risk of exposure to viruses. In some 
climates the combination of cold 
weather and low humidity means 
nasal passages dry up, and that 
makes them more susceptible to 
cold viruses.  

The question to which every-
one wants an answer is, how can 
we prevent colds and flu? Experts 
recommend washing our hands 
carefully and regularly, not rub-

bing our eyes, covering our mouths 
with our forearm when we cough, 
using disposable handkerchiefs 
and not sharing food, glasses or 
cutlery. It sounds simple, but it is 
effective. Weighing ourselves 
down with heavy coats, scarves, 
hats and gloves, on the other hand, 
isn’t. 

Something else to bear in mind 
is that a cold is not the same as flu. 
They are two different illnesses 
even though they have similar 
symptoms. It is important to know 
how to tell the difference, because 
in certain people flu complications  
can be fatal, such as the elderly  
and patients with pulmonary and 
cardiac problems.  

A high temperature, cough, mus-
cular pain and headaches are usu-
ally associated with flu (and are 
rare with a cold), while sneezing, 
nasal secretion and sore throats are 
signs of a cold and do not, or very 
rarely, occur with flu. They are two 
completely different viruses.  

It is essential to take note of 
that, because a whole network of 
urban myths has developed about 
the ‘world’ of colds and flu, even 

though they bear little or no rela-
tionship to the findings of scien-
tific studies.  

A classic example of a myth is 
the one about vitamin C, which 
for decades has been said to have 
properties which improve the im-
mune system and help its defence 
against colds and flu.  

Despite this or any other sup-
posed anti-viral properties, no sci-
entific tests have ever supported 
the theory. There is therefore no 

need for us to stuff ourselves with 
vitamin C if we come into contact 
with a virus, and if we don’t wash 
our hands properly we will end up 
transferring it to our eyes anyway.  

We will also catch the virus if 
we don’t keep at a cautious dis-
tance from someone who already 
has it, because it is mainly trans-
mitted through the air. 

 In fact, not even a strong im-
mune system is a guarantee: a 
healthy adult can easily suffer from 
two to four colds a year, and chil-
dren can have twice as many.  

The case of the common cold is 
similar: it can be the result of over 
200 different viruses which cause 
inflammation of the membranes 
which cover the nose and throat. 
Among all these, the principal ones 
are the rhinovirus, adenovirus and 
coronavirus. Our bodies are inca-
pable of developing all the defences 
they would need to battle them 
all.  

As well as the recommendations 
above for preventing flu, there is 
scientific evidence that the flu vac-
cine is a preventive measure which 
has proven its effectiveness in 
groups with the risk of greater 
complications. GPs will already 
have recommended a flu jab to pa-
tients who belong to one of the 
risk groups. The campaign has al-
ready begun in Andalucía and pa-
tients only have to go to their 

Myths and truths about flu 
and the common cold
Colds and flu can be prevented by taking 
certain precautionary measures, but 
there is a great deal of ‘fake news’ about 
avoiding and treating them which is 
unsupported by scientific evidence and 
can cause far more harm than good

Colds and flu are not 
the same thing; they  
are different illnesses 
with similar symptoms 

An annual flu jab is 
recommended for  
over-65s and others 
at risk of complications
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health centre to be given the vac-
cine. Remember that nowadays it 
is not only suitable for pregnant 
women, but is also recommended 
for them because they are part of 
a risk group and it is totally safe in 
this sub-group. It is also one of the 
safest vaccines, with the lowest 
side effects, and can never cause 
flu because it contains unactivated 
virus.  

Children, elderly people and oth-
ers in a risk group should have the 
flu jab every year. The risk groups 
include people over 65, those who 
live in residential or nursing 
homes, pregnant women and in-
dividuals with chronic medical 
problems. 

Looking at another aspect of flu 

or the common cold, what should 
we do if we catch them? Let’s start 
with what we shouldn’t do. There 
are many ‘alternative’ remedies, 
including medicinal plants and 
other treatments, which are used 
to alleviate the symptoms. People 
believe that ginger and propolis 
can help them to feel better be-
cause of their analgesic properties, 
although there is no scientific evi-
dence for this, and it is probable 
that any improvement which oc-
curs in these people is the natural 
evolution of the illness.  

Garlic and onion have also been 
used as remedies for flu processes, 
to prevent them as well as reliev-
ing their symptoms; some 
see them as two ‘powerful 

The viruses that cause colds are spread through the air. :: SUR

>
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antidotes’ which are capable 
of battling different respira-

tory afflictions. However, once 
again, no clinical tests have sup-
ported these beliefs. Putting a raw 
onion in a room so you don’t get 
flu is just one more myth. All it 
does is ‘perfume’ the room with 
the rather unpleasant odour of the 
vegetable.   

If you don’t want to catch flu, it 
is important to avoid contact with 
people who have it, and wash your 
hands regularly and thoroughly.  

With regard to echinacea, some 
studies indicate that it may slightly 
relieve the symptoms of the com-
mon cold in adults, but has no 
proven effects on prevention or 
improving the body’s defences. 

It also interferes with other 
treatments which affect the liver: 
paracetamol, cortisone, immune 
suppressants, anti-tumoral drugs... 

For that reason, these ‘remedies’ 
can even be harmful. Not only do 
they not cure the flu or cold, but 
could be contraindicated if some-
one suffers from another chronic 
health problem.  

Treating flus and cold with an-
tibiotics is also a big mistake. Flu 
is an illness which is frequently 
uncomplicated and self-limiting  
and its treatment is purely associ-
ated with symptom relief: staying 
hydrated, relative rest and the use 

of thermal analgesics like paraceta-
mol or non-steroid anti-inflamma-
tories should be sufficient.  

Because flu is caused by a virus, 
antibiotics are no use because they 
only work against bacterial infec-

tions. Doctors will only prescribe 
anti-viral drugs for patients at risk.  

Abusing antibiotics doesn’t help 
people to get better faster, as many 
believe, and it can have an adverse 
effect. The indiscriminate use of 

antibiotics makes the bacteria more 
resistant to them (which means 
that if that person needs them in 
the future they won’t work).  

Because of all this, as always, it 
is preferable to be aware of such 
types of ‘fake news’, and stick to 
treatments which are supported 
by clinical tests.  

If the high temperature persists 
and antipyretics have no effect, it 
is important to consult your GP to 
see whether you need a different 
treatment.  

The OCU consumers association 
warns of another false belief about 
treatment of colds and flu: “We   
think we have to make sure we 
drink enough liquids, but the tra-
ditional advice of ‘drink lots of liq-
uid’ when you have a cold or flu 
isn’t proven scientifically. People 
should also bear in mind that the 
water our body needs doesn’t only 
come from the liquids we drink 
but also the foods we eat,” says the 
organisation, adding, “It is true 
that the sweating associated with 
a high temperature (a common 
symptom of flu) can contribute to 
dehydration to a certain degree, 
but that makes us feel thirsty, the 
best and most unmistakeable sign 
that our body needs us to drink wa-
ter. It is sensible to be very care-
ful with children and elderly peo-
ple in this respect, however, be-

cause they don’t always show the 
signs so clearly”.  

Stop smoking 
Smoking is one of the worst life-
style habits as far as health is con-
cerned. As well as being the cause 
of serious illnesses such as differ-
ent types of cancer and cardiovas-
cular problems, it is also an enemy 
when combating less important 
illnesses like flu and colds, and not 
just because it produces a change 
in the immune system. 

Studies show that smokers, es-
pecially the most inveterate ones, 
have a higher risk of getting flu or 
catching a cold, and their symp-
toms are more intense once they 
have done so. Breathing in envi-
ronments contaminated by tobacco 
smoke damages the mucus of the 
respiratory passages, encouraging 
the adhesion and penetration of 
viruses and bacteria.  

To sum up, the best thing is to 
take basic hygiene measures as a pre-
caution in order to avoid catching or 
giving colds and flu to other people. 
The flu vaccine is a form of preven-
tion and, although it doesn’t guar-
antee 100 per cent immunity, it sig-
nificantly reduces the risk of catch-
ing the illness at this time of year.  

Finally, ignoring advice which is 
not supported by medical evidence 
will save you time and also money. 

>

The flu vaccine is now available at local health centres. :: SUR
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The distinguished career of Marbella-based gynaecologist Freddy Si-
mon (centre) was recognised at a special tribute ceremony on Satur-
day. The doctor, who was born in an Amazonian hamlet in Bolivia, 
moved to the town in 1976 and has overseen an estimated 30,000 
births. He currently is still working at QuironSalud Marbella.

:: JOSELE-LANZA

RECOGNITION FOR FREDDY SIMON

:: ÁNGEL ESCALERA 

MALAGA. The non-use of con-
doms is leading to an alarming in-
crease in sexually transmitted dis-
eases among teenagers in Spain, 
an expert has warned. 

María Jesús Alonso, who spoke 
last week at the 32nd congress of 
the Sociedad Española de Pedria-
tría Extrahospitalaria y Atención 

Primaria (the Spanish society for 
outpatient paediatrics and primary 
healthcare), said that cases of her-
pes, gonorrhoea and chlamydia 
had increased steeply among teens 
in the last five years. 

Alonso attributes this rise to a 
lack of education , with many pairs 
using condoms on the first sexual 
encounter, but not on subsequent 
ones. Reasons for this include the 
belief that they “ruin the mood”. 

The expert also pointed towards 
an overreliance on the morning-
after pill and a misunderstanding 
of its function. 

In Spain there are almost 10,000 
pregnancies among girls under 19 
every year, 80 per cent of which 
are unwanted.

Expert warns of 
rise in sexually-
transmitted 
infections among 
teenagers

Famed surgeon Pedro 
Cavadas carried out the 
operation at the Hospital 
de Manises in Valencia  

:: D. GUINDO 

VALENCIA. “I heard a woman 
screaming, I got closer and saw that 
she was being devoured by a hyena. 
I tried to defend her but it attacked 
me too and tore off my face and my 
fingers. I survived because I fell into 
a spot where it couldn’t reach me.” 
This is the tragedy that Lonunuko 
suffered six years ago, but thanks 
to Dr Pedro Cavadas, he now has a 
second chance. 

The renowned Valencia surgeon 
has reconstructed his face and one 
of his hands which means the Ken-
yan can now eat and help to look af-
ter his seven children. 

The pair spoke on Tuesday at the 
conference hall of the Hospital de 
Manises in Valencia. Lonunuko 
couldn’t find the words to thank the 
surgeon who has restored his basic 
functions. 

Following the incident in 2012, 
Lonunuko was transferred to a hos-
pital in Samburu in northern Kenya 
where they found that his palate, 
his upper jaw bone and a third of his 

face had been ripped off. He couldn’t 
swallow nor speak and he had se-
vere injuries to his hand. With lim-
ited resources “they did what they 
could”, said Cavadas. 

The surgeon said that while there 
were still “a few aesthetic touches” 
to be added, Lonunuko could return 

to Kenya in a week and will be able 
to live “a normal life” now that he 
“can eat whatever he wants and be 
understood when he speaks”. 

The recovery period, compared 
to being attacked by a hyena at least, 
“should be a walk in the park for 
him”, joked the surgeon.

Spanish doctor reconstructs 
face of man attacked by a hyena

Cavadas with Lonunuko at Tuesday’s press conference. :: EFE
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Members of the Mijas 
branch set up an 
informative stand in the 
centre of La Cala to raise 
awareness to the 
foundation’s End Polio 
Now campaign  

:: TONY BRYANT 

MIJAS. The International Rotary 
Club Mijas participated in the an-
nual World Polio Day events last 
week, with an initiative aimed at 
raising funds for, and awareness of, 
victims of poliomyelitis.   

Celebrated around the world on 
24 October, the day is organised by 
Rotary International, the global 
foundation that has so far helped 
immunise more than 2.5 billion chil-
dren in 122 countries. Rotary Inter-
national has played a key role in the 
reduction of polio cases since the 
first project to vaccinate children 
in the Philippines in 1979. Over the 
last 30 years, it has contributed more 
than 1.8 billion dollars towards eradi-
cating the paralysing and potentially 
deadly disease.  

Members of the Mijas branch set 
up an informative stand in the cen-
tre of La Cala de Mijas to raise aware-
ness to the foundation’s End Polio 
Now campaign, part of the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative.    

Polio is an infectious disease that 
most commonly affects children 
under the age of five. The virus 
spreads from person to person, typi-
cally through contaminated water. 
There is no cure, but there are safe 

and effective vaccines. The strategy 
to eradicate polio is based on pre-
venting infection by immunising 
every child until transmission stops 
and the world is polio free. 

Rotary Club Member, Anita 

Noordzij, said: “We were really en-
couraged by the interest in the End 
Polio Now programme because 
with everybody’s help we can get 
one step closer to a polio-free 
world.”

International Rotary Club Mijas 
marks World Polio Day

Rotary Club members in La Cala de Mijas last Wednesday. :: SUR

:: T. BRYANT 

CÁRTAMA Cártama is preparing 
for the ninth edition of the Mar-
cha Vecinal en Apoyo a la Investi-
gación del Cáncer Infantil, an 
awareness march in aid of chil-

dren’s cancer research.  
The event, which is organised 

by Cártama town hall and the 
Casa de Castilla y León Cártama 
association, will take place on 
Sunday 18 November and will be 
sponsored by local retailers and 
residents.  

As in previous years, two simul-
taneous marches will leave the Te-
nencia de Alcaldía in Cártama Es-
tación and the town hall in Cár-
tama at 10am. Both marches will 
end at the Ciudad Deportiva sports 
complex. 

Awareness march 
to support 
children’s cancer 
research

The new Volkswagen 
Polo will be used by the 
charity’s home care 
teams who visit 1,400 
patients every year 

:: T. B. 
BENALMÁDENA. The Age Care 
Association of the Costa del Sol has 
sponsored a brand new Volkswagen 
Polo to the Cudeca Foundation. 
The car, which will be used by the 
cancer charity’s home care teams, 
was presented to Cudeca founder, 
Joan Hunt, in Benalmádena on 
Monday. 

 The ceremony was attended by 
members of Cudeca and Age Care 
president, Syd Weldon. 

“We have a good liaison with 
Cudeca: they have the expertise 

and we can raise money to help 
them continue their good work,” 
Weldon told SUR in English. 

The Mijas-based Age Care Asso-
ciation, which was founded in 
2001, has been supporting Cudeca 
for several years.  

The Cudeca care teams now 
have seven cars and these are used 
to make home visits to those who 
choose to end their days at home 
and those who live in remote ar-
eas. Each care team visits an aver-
age of 250 patients, while collec-
tively they serve more than 1,400 
patients throughout the province 
of Malaga each year.  

Joan Hunt said, “I want to say 
how grateful we are to Age Care, 
because this is a wonderful gift and 
it will help our care teams to con-
tinue reaching people in their 
homes.”

Age Care Association 
sponsors Cudeca 
Hospice’s new car

Joan Hunt accepts the car from Age Care Association. :: T. B.
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Members of the National 
Police force who 
experience psychological 
trauma will be given 
training in meditation and 
yoga to combat stress 

:: MELCHOR SÁIZ-PARDO 

Ever since it was announced last 
week that the National Police 
would be receiving classes in medi-
tation to help them to deal with 
the stress of the job, little else has 
been spoken about during station 
coffee breaks. 

But as many officers joked 
around and started doing the lotus 
position in the corridors, a major-
ity, in fact, have expressed their in-
terest in signing up for the classes.  

This is the first time that yoga 
classes have been offered to the 
Spanish police. Not only is the 
course free, but officers will also 
have all their expenses paid.  

The course is called ‘Regulation 
of stress through yoga’ and is aimed 
principally at officers further down 

the chain of command who, accord-
ing to the Ministry of the Interior, 
suffer the highest stress levels. Only 
deputy inspectors and those fight-
ing crime directly on the streets, 
which is to say the majority of the 
workforce, can sign up.  

The first classes will take place 
at the headquarters for police train-
ing in Madrid between 11 and 13 
December.  

Although the course has been de-
signed for all police officers, ini-
tially its organisers will give pref-
erence to those with job profiles 
considered the most stressful, more 
specifically, members of “units ex-
posed to traumatic psychological 
experiences”.  

As a result, judicial police will be 
prioritised, especially those in the 
family and women’s units (UFAM). 
Forensics officers and those tasked 
to deal with violent crime will also 
top  the list. These agents are the 
ones who, in their day-to-day work, 
face very difficult situations, inves-

tigating cases involving the dead 
and wounded, family violence and 
paedophiles. 

Perhaps it is not a surprise that 
the ministry expects a positive re-
sponse to this initiative. With the 
prospect of hundreds of registrants, 
which would exceed the capacity 

the course has to offer, they have 
decided to do a  “pre-selection”, 
giving priority to those already 
mentioned. 

The course is especially attractive 
as officers based outside Madrid will 
not have to pay for their accommo-
dation, food or travel expenses. 

Spanish police to 
de-stress with       
the help of yoga

Places are limited so officers in the most stressful jobs will be given priority. :: M. INTERIOR / EFE

There is only limited 
availability for this 
pioneering course set 
up by the police
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On-loan Mamadou Koné 
made his first league start 
of the season in place of 
the injured Jack Harper 
and laid on both goals 

MALAGA. After last week’s slip up 
in Elche, Malaga returned to their 
imperious best with a complete per-
formance against Numancia on 
Monday night. 

La Rosaleda proved to be a for-
tress once again as the Blue and 
Whites recorded their sixth straight 
victory on home soil thanks to their 
leading marksman, Argentinian for-
ward Gustavo Blanco Leschuk. 

It didn’t take long for him to make 
an impact, heading home the go-

Blanco Leschuk double returns 
Malaga to winning ways

Iván and Juanpi congratulate Blanco Leschuk after scoring his first goal of the night. :: SALVADOR SALAS

ahead goal in the 32nd second de-
spite keeper Juan Carlos getting a 
full hand to the effort. Much of this 
goal was owed to work of Mamadou 
Koné, making his first league start 
of the season in the absence of the 
injured Jack Harper. The Senegal-
ese’s trickery and pace down the left 
freed him of his man, before send-
ing in a perfectly-weighted chip to 
find the head of the unmarked 
Blanco Leschuk. 

Numancia’s deep defensive line 
invited pressure and almost re-
sulted in a second goal for Malaga 
minutes later when Dani Pacheco 
tried his luck from the corner of 
the box; the keeper had to react at 
the last second to fist the effort 
away with a number of men, in-
cluding Blanco Leschuk, practically 
standing on his toes. 

Something similar occurred later 
in the half as Juanpi’s freekick from 
a tight angle was headed clear by a 
defender practically out of Juan Car-
los’ hands. 

However, the one time the hosts 
breached the backline, Juan Carlos 
came flying out to clatter Blanco 
Leschuk, with half the ground call-
ing for a red card. The keeper, how-
ever, got away with just a yellow 

Sporting - Córdoba                  0-0 
Deportivo - Reus                       2-0 
Granada - Almería                    1-0 
Mallorca - Las Palmas             2-2 
Tenerife - Alcorcón                  3-2 
Lugo - Cádiz                                 1-2 
Gimnástic - Oviedo                  2-1 
Extremadura - Albacete        1-2 
R. Majadahonda - Osasuna   1-1 
Elche - Zaragoza                        2-0 
Málaga - Numancia                2-0

Albacete - Gimnástic  
Reus - Lugo  
Numancia - Tenerife  
Osasuna - Málaga  
Córdoba - Extremadura  
Las Palmas - Deportivo  
Cádiz - Elche  
Oviedo - Mallorca  
Almería - Sporting  
Alcorcón - R. Majadahonda 
Zaragoza - Granada

1. MALAGA                25     11       8       1      2    14      6  

2. Granada                   23     11       7       2      2    18      8  

3. Deportivo               22     11       6       4      1    18      8 

4. Alcorcón                  21     11       6       3      2    13      6 

5. Las Palmas             19     11       5       4      2    16      9 

6. Albacete                  17     11       4       5      2    17    12  

7. Mallorca                  16     11       4       4      3    13    11  

8. Oviedo                    15     11       4       3      4    13    15 

9. Almeria                    14     11       4       2      5    12    10 

10. Sporting              14     11       3       5      3      9      7 

11. Elche                     14     11       3       5      3    11    13  

12.Osasuna                13     11       3       4      4    11    11  

13. Numancia            13     11       3       4      4    10    15 

14. R. Majadahonda 13    11       4       1      6      9      1 

15. Lugo                      12     11       3       3      5    11    13 

16. Tenerife               12     11       2       6      3    11    14 

 17. Reus                      12     11       3       3      5      9    13 

18. Zaragoza             11     11       2       5      4    12    13 

19. Cadiz                     11     11       2       5      4      8    11 

20. Extremadura         9     11       2       3      6    13    17  

21. Gimnástic              9     11       2       3      6      8    18 

22. Cordoba                  9     11       1       5      5    11    22

TEAM                                                               PT                  P              W           D               L            GF       GA
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The Argentinian forward scored a goal early in each half to    
ensure that the Blue and Whites return to the summit of the table

2-0 
MALAGA-NUMANCIA 

 

 Malaga:   Munir; Iván, Luis Hernández, Pau 
Torres, Ricca; Juanpi (Héctor, 90+2’), Ad-
rián, N’Diaye, Dani Pacheco (Lacen, 84’); 
Koné (Ontiveros, 67’), Blanco Leschuk. Unu-
sed substitutes: Kieszek, Diego González, Da-
vid Lombán, Hicham.  

 Numancia:  Juan Carlos; Markel, Atienza, Dani 
Calvo, Ripa (Yeboah, 56’); Mateu, Diamanka, 
Kako (Borja Viguera, 56’), Fran Villalba, Oyar-
zun; Guillermo (Higinio, 74’).  Unused substi-
tutes: Campos, Noguera, Larrea, Grego.  

 Goals:  1-0 Blanco Leschuk (32 seconds), 2-
0 Blanco Leschuk (47’). 

 Referee:  Pizarro Gómez. Yellow cards for 
Juan Carlos, Blanco, Viguera and Markel.

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

:: ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. Malaga’s match against 
Numancia was special, not only 
because of three points picked up 
by Juan Ramón Muñiz’s side, but 
also because it was also for an-

other good cause. 
The club had already an-

nounced that the takings for this 
match would go to those affected 
by the recent flooding in the 
province. SUR sources confirmed 

that 3,000 tickets had been sold 
at the gates despite the low tem-
peratures on Monday. 

The total amount raised will be 
distributed across the 31 munici-
palities directly affected by the 
torrential rain. The distribution 
of money, according to the sources 
consulted, will be carried out 
through the Diputación provin-
cial authority. 

The final amount, from the gate 
receipts and extra donations from 
the general public, has not been 
publicly announced. 

Three thousands tickets 
sold to help those affected 
by the recent flooding
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:: JAMES CHAPMAN 

Malaga travel to Pamplona on Sat-
urday to take on mid-table Os-
asuna (kick-off 6pm). The Reds’ 
form at El Sadar is what has kept 
them afloat this season, picking 
up three wins and two draws 
from their home games while 
their away form has suffered (two 
points from six games). 

The club was founded in 1920 
and took its name from a Basque 
word meaning ‘health’. Their sta-
dium holds 18,500 spectators and, 
in fact, is smaller than the city’s 
bullring which is the third largest 
in the world. 

Osasuna are in somewhat un-
usual territory in the second divi-
sion, having played in La Liga for a 
total of 37 seasons, putting them 
16th in the all-time table. They 
have also qualified for European 
football on five occasions, the last 
in 2007 when they were beaten 
by Sevilla in the Europa League 
semi-finals.

Up next

OSASUNA (A)

OSASUNA-MALAGA SATURDAY 6PM 
MALAGA F.-MADRID CFF SUNDAY 12PM

A lack of cutting edge 
saw Malaga’s women’s 
team fall to their first 
defeat in four matches 

COÍN. Following wins over 
Espanyol and Logroño, Malaga 
Femenino coach Antonio Contre-
ras stuck with the same eleven once 
again. It was an attacking line-up, 
one that caused Granadilla a lot of 
problems in the first half. 

The hosts, playing temporarily 
at the Coín ground while the pitches 
at the Malaga Football Federation 
are changed for the winter, took 
the lead in the 13th minute. Cap-
tain Adriana picked up the ball in 
the centre of the field before lay-
ing it off to María Ruiz to convert 
at the near post and become the 

side’s leading scorer with two. 
The joy was shortlived, though. 

With five minutes to go until the 
break, the side from Tenerife were 
level, seemingly with the help of a 
handball from Brazilian forward 
Borini. Despite appeals from both 
the players and the around 200 sup-
porters in the ground, the goal was 

allowed to stand. 
Granadilla started to come into 

their own in the second half, spear-
headed by the attacking trio of María 
José, Pisco and Borini, but the best 
chances early on fell to Malaga’s 
Adriana who continues to be de-
nied by posts and crossbars across 
the land. The latest and perhaps 
most spectacular came from near 
the centre circle where a combina-
tion of the bar and the goalkeeper’s 
glove kept the ball from crossing 
the line. 

However, the next goal of the 
game went the way of the visitors 
when Estrella scored with a preci-
sion strike in the 61st minute. 

Adriana ought to have equalised 
three minutes later when she fired 
wide during a moment of chaos in 
the Granadilla box with the keeper 
on the ground. Ultimately, luck 
wasn’t on the hosts’ side and the 
visitors scored a third in injury time 
through Paloma. 

Coach Contreras said following 
the game: “We’re irritated because 
we lost but we realise that we lost 
to a good team. It’s important to 
keep our feet on the ground.”

María Ruiz and Chelsea show their frustration after conceding a goal. :: ÑITO SALAS

Femenino’s winning run 
comes crashing to an end

MARINA             
RIVAS

 Twitter: @MarinaRivasG  

1-3 
MALAGA-GRANADILLA 

 Malaga:  Chelsea; Ruth, Raquel, Mayara; 
Leticia (Celia, 83’), Dominika (Miriam, 78’), 
Pamela, María Ruiz; Adriana, Natalia (Ar-
misa, 70’), Patricia Mascaró. 

 Granadilla:  Aline, Simpson, Llamas, Prieto 
(Paloma, 68’), Borini, Tui (Koko, 60’), María 
José (Cindy, 86’), Estrella, Doblado, Gavira, 
Pisco. 

 Goals:  1-0 María Ruiz (13’); 1-1 Borini 
(39’), 1-2 Estrella (60’), 1-3 Paloma 
(90+3’). 

 Referee:  Frías Acedo. 

 Venue:  José Burgos Quintana ground in 
Coín (around 200 spectators).

despite making no attempt to clear 
the ball. 

Stepping on the gas 
After a first half low on action, many 
were expecting yet another 1-0, a 
favourite scoreline of coach Juan 
Ramón Muñiz. 

Blanco Leschuk clearly had dif-
ferent ideas, profiting from Koné’s 
high press to bring out a superb save 
from Juan Carlos, seconds after the 
restart. From the resulting corner, 
though, the Argentinian scored his 
side’s second after Juanpi helped to 
recycle play and fed Koné, this time 
on the right, whose low cross was 
swept home at the near post by 
Malaga’s leading scorer. 

Koné, clearly enjoying his time 
on the field and linking nicely with 
his strike partner, tried his luck 
himself with a left-footed shot from 
the edge of the area that was tipped 
acrobatically over the bar by Juan 
Carlos. 

Seeing that Malaga were starting 
to run riot, Numancia coach Aritz 

López Garai made a double change, 
bringing on two forwards in the 
shape of Yaw Yeboah and Borja 
Vieguera.  

Clearly content with his side’s 
lead, Malaga’s Muñiz responded in 
kind, bolstering numbers in his mid-
field with the introduction of Javi 
Ontiveros and Mehdi Lacen. 

This helped to limit the visitors 
to just a few half chances which 
didn’t complicate life too much for 
keeper Munir. The one time he was 
troubled was deep into stoppage 
time when Alain Oyarzun tried to 
beat the Moroccan at his near post, 
but was thwarted by his quick re-
flexes and strong wrists. 

“I don’t know if that was our best 
performance of the season, but I 
hope to see many more like it,” said 
Muñiz following the game. “We 
have to continue with the same 
hunger going forward.” 

With the victory, Malaga re-
turned to the top of the table, two 
points clear of Andalusian rivals 
Granada.

Mamadou Koné received a standing ovation for his performance. :: S. S.
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After going two goals 
down, Marbella passed 
up a chance to equalise 
from the spot   

:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. Marbella FC president 
Alexander Grinberg was visibly dis-
satisfied following his side’s latest 
loss, the third in four games and the 
first at the Antonio Lorenzo stadium 
on Sunday. 

The hosts fell to a 2-1 defeat to El 
Ejido after going behind early on: Lolo 
Pavón gave away a penalty in the third 
minute, converted by Tomás. 

What followed was an attritional 
battle with both sides unable to pene-
trate into the final third with any de-
gree of success. Marbella’s Mustafá, 
in spite of his tireless running, never 
found himself in a position to threaten 
the goal as the space afforded to Elías, 
Jürgen and Bernal was limited. 

Marbella coach Padilla attempted 
to inject life into his side with the 

half-time introduction of Juanma, 
but less than a minute later, El Ejido 
doubled their lead when Rafa Muñoz 
dinked the ball over the advancing 
Wilfred. 

Montero was then also thrown 
into the mix and, as a result, Mar-
bella played much more direct foot-
ball which eventually paid dividends 
when Montero converted fell sub-
stitute Juanma’s cross from the left 
to halve the deficit. 

The same pair found themselves 
at the centre of the action again with 
seven minutes to play. Montero won 
a penalty and his strike partner 
stepped up but hit his spotkick 
against the legs of keeper Aulestia, 
ultimately passing up any hope of a 
point. 

This second defeat in a row leaves 
Marbella just one place above the drop 
zone and Grinberg with a decision to 
make over Padilla’s future.

Latest loss leaves Marbella in crisis

Juanma after missing the penalty in the 83rd minute. :: J. RODRÍGUEZ

A LOOK AT LA LIGA

In the end it was a quickie divorce 
of an arranged marriage that lasted 
just 139 doomed days. 

Julen Lopetegui departed heart-
broken, feeling unloved but re-
portedly 15 million euros richer 
after his painful parting 
from Real Madrid. 

It was a tawdry 
affair. He’d 
courted secretly 
and was outed 
in the summer 
as news of his 
liaisons with 
F l o r e n t i n o  
Perez, the Real 
Madrid President, 
became public 
knowledge. 

He turned his back on 
his first love, managing the Span-
ish national team.  If there was 
an app to fix up these sorts of as-
sociations then it would have 
aligned the logarithms and worked 
out that the calm, cool headed 
coach was perfect for the job. With 
Spain he didn’t lose a single game 
and they headed to the World Cup 
as one of the most fancied teams. 

History now tells us that his 
head was turned by a more attrac-

tive offer. He’d have to sever his 
present relationship but the 
proposition was more head-turn-
ing.  Luckily he signed a detailed 
prenuptial before plunging in. 

He left without any sympathy.  
None from the Real Ma-

drid supporters who 
were humiliated by 

the Clásico defeat. 
None from the 
rest of Spain 
who felt be-
trayed in the 
summer.  Even 
the club state-

ment offered a 
parting shot that 

he’d failed with 
eight Ballon d’Or 

contenders.  The most im-
portant one of course was miss-
ing: Cristiano Ronaldo, who was 
allowed to leave in the summer 
without a Galáctico replacement. 

The situation isn’t dissimilar to 
the one inherited by Zinedine Zi-
dane when he picked up the bits 
and pieces after the reign of Rafa 
Benítez. Maybe now people will 
recognise that Zidane is as great 
a manager as he was a player. 

I stress manager because it is 

management of individuals and 
not drills that leads to the success 
of a club like Real Madrid. A man-
ager needs to massage some egos 
and often bruise a few as well. No-
body, not even Cristiano Ronaldo, 
could question the credentials of 
Zidane when he offered a stern 
lecture. 

So who succeeds Lopetegui? 
Antonio Conte is enjoying a stress-
free existence and has given the 
job a swerve. Roberto Martínez 
has apparently expressed an in-
terest but his background is simi-
lar to that of Lopetegui and, as a 
friend, I don’t want him subjected 
to the toxic atmosphere at the 
club. 

Mauricio Pochettino has all of 
the credentials and has stated re-
cently that he feels he can’t raise 
expectations at Tottenham be-
yond a top four finish, given the 
limited finances derived from the 
uncertainty of the stadium move. 

The Argentinian wouldn’t take 
the job without assurances that 
he can dictate the football policy 
himself rather than work as a 
coach of the collection of players 
the president picks. He would 
want a welcome bursary to inject 
some life and competition into 
the changing room. 

I suspect the door will remain 
ajar as youth coach Santi Solari 

keeps the seat warm. 
What the club could do with is 

someone like Ernesto Valverde 
who is not credited for the excel-
lent job he is doing at Barcelona.  
The Clásico proved that well-con-
sidered planning and willingness 
to make alterations during the 
game can pay off. They hammered 
Real with Lionel Messi watching 
from the side lines. The new play-
ers have been assimilated. Arthur 
Melo, Clement Lenglet and 

Philippe Coutinho are all settled. 
His initial selection was strong 

and when change was required 
he was decisive. He brought on 
Nelson Semedo and moved Sergi 
Roberto into a position that won 
the game.   

Valverde is firmly established 
and his relationship is firmly es-
tablished. 

Over at the Bernabéu it is once 
again ‘Situation Vacant’ and there 
are not too many takers.

There was little sympathy as the coach left 
Real Madrid after the Clásico humiliation

Adiós Lopetegui

ROB PALMER

Julen Lopetegui during Sunday’s Clásico against Barcelona. :: EFE
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Temporary replacement, 
Santi Solari.  :: EFE

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer
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A 47-year-old British 
woman has achieved one 
of her horse riding dreams 
after being selected to 
represent Andalucía in 
endurance riding  

:: DARYL FINCH 

ESTEPONA. At 47 years of age, Caro-
line Grahm will be one of the oldest 
competitors on the course when she 
takes part in Raid Interautonomías 
- a 60-kilometre endurance horse race 
- this Saturday. 

However, in this case, with age 
does not come experience. This is the 
first time that Caroline will repre-
sent Andalucía in these inter-regional 
games for a sport traditionally domi-
nated by teenagers and young peo-
ple because of their weight.   

Caroline, who has lived in Este-
pona for 20 years and runs Ranch Si-
esta Los Rubios riding stables which 

looks after in excess of 25 horses, 
only started competing in the sport 
four years ago when she was intro-
duced to it by friend and fellow com-
petitor Tracy Lewis from Manilva. 

A young person’s sport 
“I have ridden since I was four years 
old but had never heard of endur-
ance racing. It wasn’t big in Lanca-
shire!” says Caroline. “It’s a sport 
that’s predominantly for younger 
people and not that many women 
compete but I thought I’d give it a 
go for fun and started in a 40-kilo-
metre race. I worked up to 80-kilo-
metre distances, won the Andalucía 
league title for best horse and then 
became addicted.” 

The single mum of four will com-
pete in the 60-kilometre race on Sat-
urday 3 November on her nine-year-
old Anglo-Arab horse, Bambina RC. 
They will be going up against regional 
teams from the whole of Spain and 
two of her children will be on hand 

as supporting “crew” to help at the 
breaks, water stops and vet checks. 

“I bought Bambina in Seville last 
year after seeing her online. She had 
never done an endurance race before 
but there was just something about 
her I liked,” Caroline explains. “Peo-
ple have nicknamed her the Cham-
pagne War Horse because she is to-
tally fearless.” 

Endurance riding started officially 
as a sport in the USA in 1955. This 
equestrian discipline, dominated by 
the Arab horse which for centuries 
has been bred for both speed and 
stamina over any terrain, has been 
rapidly growing in popularity across 
Europe in recent years.  

Aside from the mental fitness and 
stamina required of both horse and 
rider over a five-and-a-half-hour race, 
Caroline attributes a lot of their suc-
cess to where they live: “We have 
hundreds of kilometres of steep 
mountain trails on our doorstep in 
the Sierra Bermeja natural park be-
hind Estepona. It’s beautiful, chal-
lenging and superb fitness training 
for us both.” 

Travel costs 
However, like in any amateur sport, 
endurance riding success does come 
at a cost. While a number of other 
riders have sponsors, Caroline does 
it on her own and pays all of her own 
travel costs. 

Saturday’s race is in Badajoz, al-
most 500 kilometres away, and in 
order to help out with transport costs 
for Bambina, friends have set up a 
Go Fund Me page for anyone who 
wants to contribute towards this 
fledgling partnership’s maiden run 
in the colours of Andalucía: “She gives 
to so many people every day and 
works so hard for everyone. This is 
the thing that’s just hers and she’s 
fabulous at it. Let’s help make that 
journey easier for her.”

A late-blooming passion leads to 
a call-up for the regional team

Caroline Grahm rides the “Champagne War Horse” in the hills behind Estepona. :: SUR

Regional inline hockey 
league gets under way 

FUENGIROLA 
::  SUR. The inline hockey season 
commences this weekend with 
Fuengirola co-hosting the first round 
of games in the Liga Andaluza. 

Thanks to the continuing growth 
of the league, this will be the first 
time that games are played concur-
rently in two different locations: 
Fuengirola and Chiclana. 

All the Fuengirola teams: Barona, 
Lions and Viking, will compete at 
the Santa Fe rink in Los Boliches 
this Saturday. Entrance is free.

Liuzhou Challenger 
quarters for Davidovich 

MALAGA 
:: P. L. A. Young Malaga tennis star 
Alejandro Davidovich crashed out 
of the quarter-finals of the Luizhou 
Challenger on Friday with defeat 
to Blaž Kavčič (6-7 6-2 7-1). 

Davidovich (268th, ATP) reached 
the quarters after losing only three 
sets on the way.  

The Spaniard is currently trying 
his luck at the Shenzhen Challenger 
II, making it to the last 16 having 
defeated Prajnesh Gunneswaran.

Alejandro Davidovich. :: SUR

IN BRIEF

Marbella: first stop for 
the next year’s World 
Padel Tour 

MARBELLA 
: :  J. RODRÍGUEZ. Marbella has 
been confirmed as the first stop on 
the 2019 World Padel Tour when 
it rolls into town from 17 to 24 
March. 

The preliminary rounds will 
take place in the Real Club de Pádel 

with the participation of 150 pairs, 
96 men and 54 women, before the 
final knock-out rounds at the Elena 
Benítez pavilion in San Pedro 
Alcántara. 

The town hall signed a 600,000-
euro one-year deal to host this open 
competition as a trial run for a pos-
sible masters in coming years. 

The deal was announced on Mon-
day by tournament director, Luis 
Torres, and Marbella councillors 
Manuel Osorio and Javier Mérida.

Luis Torres, Manuel Osorio and Javier Mérida on Monday. :: SUR

Grassroots football 
unites to help Campillos 
following flooding 

CAMPILLOS 
:: F. MORGADO. The clean-up con-
tinues in inland Malaga province 
following the recent flooding 
which affected numerous munici-
palities. Perhaps worst hit was 
Campillos where the town’s only 
football stadium, and home to CD 
Campillos, is completely water-
logged and it is feared that no 
games can be played here for the 
rest of the season. 

Support, however, has been 
forthcoming from a number of 
neighbouring clubs, also in the 
lower divisions.  

CD Almargen UD have said that 

Campillos can use their facilities 
to train and play and will also put 
out donation boxes during their 
games. 

Other clubs, such as Antequera, 
Archidona Atlético, Atlético Ar-
dales, CD Abdalajís and Vélez, have 
also offered to help with fundrais-
ing and the clean-up. 

Volunteers cleaning up. :: SUR

Games start on Saturday. :: SUR

z· www.gofundme.com/transport
- to-compete-60km-horserace
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Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

and  5 pm to 7 pm 

  

 

Tels.: 

952 649 692  
952 649 669 
 
Fax: 

952 611 256 
 

Advertising administrator: 

Teresa Canales 

 

 

SUR offices: 

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2, 

2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 

Benavente, 1, 2ª planta. Mon-

day to Thursday: 9 am to 7 pm. 

Friday: 9 am to 2.30 pm. Tel. 

952 580 142 – 605 022 121  

Web: 

www.surinenglishads.com 

Mijas: Centro Comercial Carre-

four. Avda. Los Lirios s/n  Mon-

day, Tuesday, Thursday: 10-14h 

& 16-18h.  Wednesday & Friday: 

9.30-14.30h. Tel. 952 580 726 

– 670 643 488 

Coín:  Monday to Friday  10 am 

to 6 pm.  Mobile 600 513 343 

Estepona:  Puerto deportivo de 

Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-

trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-

659 344 816. Monday to Friday  

9 am to 3 pm. 

 

Representative offices: 
 

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588 

Web: 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

 

How much does  

an advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon 

 

 

NNOTICE TO READERS 

 

 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 

insertions will be given when the 

advertisement/material received 

is not suitable for print media. 

 
 
 

INTERNET/Email address: 
Please be advised that it 
may not be possible for 
your internet or email 
address to be printed on 
one line. If it will not fit, 
advertisers and readers 
alike should bear in mind 
that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address con- 
tinues on the line below
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA: 3 bed apartment, 
frontline beach, pool, garage. 
250.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

Estepona 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

ALHAURIN de la Torre: 3 bed villa, 
pool, garaje. 350.000 Euros. Will 
look at apartment for part exchange. 
626.864.683 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

Mijas 

MIJAS Golf: Townhouse 3 bedrooms. 
VG condition. Furnished. Bargain 
179,000 Euros. No agents. 
952199298 

EL COTO: 3 bed, 2 bath apartment. 
139.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

Torremolinos 

TORREMOLINOS La Colina: 2 bed, 
1 bath apartment, 8th floor very 
nice views, 160,000 Euros. 
629555815 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626.864.683 

PRIVATE serious: Looking to buy 
property in San Pedro Alcántara. 
g8grupo@yahoo.es 

SELLING your Property? Honest 
valuations. Maximum exposure and 
Free Energy Certificate. 15 years 
successfully selling property on the 
Costa. Email info@first4propertys-
pain.com or call 606526618. No 
sale. No fee guaranteed 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Pueblo: 3 bed-
room, 2 bathroom flat, over 100m2, 
with 30m2 terrace and panoramic 
sea views. 700 Euros month. 
637717579  

VARIOUS rental properties avail-
able starting from 400 euros/ month, 
longterm. Benalmádena - Marbella. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

BENALMADENA Costa: Lovely 3 
bed, 2 bath ground floor apartment. 
40m2 terrace. Wifi. Internet. Park-
ing. Ideal location beside the beach. 
All amenities. Available until June. 
654508601 

BENALMADENA Costa, nice studio 
apartment, terrace, pool.350 
euros/month. 679111522 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Mirador del Carvajal, 
8 month lease only, 2 bed apart-
ment, 2 bath, furnished, parking, 
sea views. 625 euros 
monthly.Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Benlmadena, town-
house, short term, 7 months let, 3 
bed, 2 bath, furnished, parking, great 
sea views. 750 euros monthly. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

Fuengirola 

LOS BOLICHES: Winter let, a very 
comfortable 3 bedroom apart-
ment from November to March. 
English TV. 699026009  

FUENGIROLA beach, beautiful 2 
bedrooms, parking, pool, 690 
euros/month. 679111522 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

ALHAURIN Torre, Grande, Coin, Tor-
remolinos. Long term rentals, apar-
tametns, villas, country houses with 
pools. Esme-Julia 629487762, 
678457784 

COIN center modern 3 bedrooms, 
big terrace, 380 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN country villa 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, pool, 790 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN center, large 5 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 550 
euros/month.679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

RIVIERA del Sol winter let 2 beds 2 
bathroom apartment for 750 euros 
per month includes all bills. tel 
00441914108901 

MARBELLA Banús, luxury 3 bed-
room apartment by Marina. Private 
garden. Pools, garage. Long-term 
let. Visit www.apartamentos-
banus.com reference "Garden". bra-
voelezovic@gmail.com 
34637439222 

Mijas 

MIJAS Playa: Frontline beach town-
house available now! 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 bathrooms, small private gar-
den.Rental 1,000 Euros per month 
(6 months rental only) Phone 
619883615 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

SWIMMING pool heat pumps: Cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
EnviroCare SL. All areas covered. 
Full guarantee. Over 20 years on the 
coast. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS..ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers.info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  
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GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

SERVICES 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

WINDOW and door replacement. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

FULL Refurbs, Carpentry, Finest 
paint finishes, Exclusive handmade 
Andaluz doors. No job too small 
600732222 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 952917930/635913885 

I'M LOOKING for work: I don't speak 
English, but I can build, all cement 
work, plumbing, electricity, tilling, 
roofs, etc. Any kind of reforms. Small 
and big jobs guaranteed. 663473631 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

DO YOU need a handyman for all 
your odd jobs around the house? 
Ring Bill, 617594488 

Plumbers 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

ENGLISH Plumber and Heating tech-
nician, including wood and pellet 
stoves, 25 years experience phone 
Deon 685596003  

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

LIT ELECTRICIANS for all your elec-
trical work on the Costa del Sol. Call 
Craig 604106414 or Ben 
622911177 

QUALIFIED UK electrician. LED light-
ing, fault finding, fuse board up-
grade, extra sockets, surveys & re-
wires. Norman 602614359 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional painters & decorators. All 
aspects of interior & exterior work. 
Also kitchen/ furniture spraying. 
Call/ WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

CLEAN reliable painter, decorator, 
plus wallpaper. Established 15yrs 
on Coast. No job too small!! Free 
quote. Stan 663424258 

PAINTING exterior and interior deco-
ration. www.prontobuild.es 
618622272 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952455551 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. www.mas-
terbuildspain.com info@master-
buildspain.com 952663141/ 
670409759. All areas covered. Es-
tablished on the Costa Del Sol for 
over 20 years 

GERMAN carpenter, 30 years expe-
rience. All kind of wood work. Cus-
tom works and designed. 
647089702 

CARPENTER Doors, Wardrobes, 
Kitchens, Flooring, Renovations, 
13yrs Marbella, 666269751 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Boilers 

WATER heaters: Gas or electric. Over 
20 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 952663141/ 
670409759 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 36 years expe-
rience 

Bathrooms 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 

Wooden floors treated. No job too 

small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-

10pm. 7 days. 952930861-

607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-

ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 

952930861-607610578. 10am-

10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-

sol.es 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding, laying, sell-
ing marble. Clean, seal terraces. 
25 years experience. Cover all 
Costa. Tel: 0034-671244683 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. High-
est quality UPVC windows, doors, 
enclosures, persianas. Glass replace-
ment fully guaranteed. Trade/ pub-
lic. Showroom. 952667761/ 
680828000 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952 667 559  

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-

pointment. Doors opened with-

out damage, locks changed, patio 

doors, windows secured. Paul 

657466803 

ENGLISH 24/7 Locksmith/Safe 

Engineers. Established 2004. Call 

Daren or Mick 952660233-

667668673-636770865 www.se-

curityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

SOLAR Domestic Hot Water Sys-
tems: Quality installations. Over 20 
years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com info@en-
virocarespain.com 952663141/ 
670409759 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR CONDITIONING. Quality in-
stallations, repairs and servicing. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Envi-
roCare SL. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the 
Costa Del Sol 952663141/ 
670409759 
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FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves: 
info@envirocarespain.com  www.en-
virocarespain.com. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del 
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141/ 
670409759 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611569282 

LAUNDRY Self/service El Candelero. 
Save time & money doing your 
weeekly laundry in one hour. Open 
daily 7-23h. C/ Camino de Coín, 23 
Fuengirola. (Search on Google Maps) 

WINDOW cleaner, professional 
and reliable. Affordable prices. 
Call Chris 603630049 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
629769136 www.windowcleaning-
donjose.com 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com   

CATERING for all occasions. Menus 
to suit all tastes and budgets: BBQs, 
finger food, formal, Christmas and 
corporate events, parties and anni-
versaries, children´s parties. Can 
also provide tables, chairs, waiters, 
entertainment. Please contact 
Heather on 657 214831 or email on 
info@fiestasol.com 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

HVAC Consultant , (Heating, Ven-
tilation & Air-Conditioning). Con-
sult or Audit for Industrial or Com-
mercial Sectors. 28 years of Inter-
national Experience. 
cfnehme@gmail.com 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE! www.yarzalawyers.com 
0034.619.930.052 

Accountants 

NEW SERVICE for non-resident 
property owners. File your yearly 
tax return (form 210) online from 
the comfort of your home 
www.taxesinspain.com 

Detectives 

PRIVATE investigator, debt collec-
tion, legal help, discreet and pro-
fessional. 697834934 

Insurance 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Architects 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see 
if you can SAVE MONEY or better 
your terms by changing Spanish lend-
ers. Do you have an old interest only 
mortgage which needs to be refi-
nanced? Contact Marc  952853647, 
melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com or visit www.fluentfi-
nanceabroad.com 

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to raise funds against your 
home in Spain for property reforms, 
debt consolidation, liquidity pur-
poses or Self Build finance? We have 
alternatives to high street Banks 
which offer bespoke solutions! Call 
us or visit www.fluentfinance-
abroad.com for more information. 
+ 34 952961952 or email info@flu-
entfinanceabroad.com. Visit our San 
Pedro office 

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

VENDING machine business.net 
40,000 euros cash per year. Full sup-
port . Work one day per week. Sell 
59,900 euros. 697834934 

BUSINESS partner and investor 
wanted to open a tattoo removal, 
skin care and micropigmentation 
clinic in Puerto Banus, using the best 
technology. The initial investment 
will be recovered in the first year. 
Success guaranteed and low risk. 
+34629738028 premiumtransla-
tiongroup@gmail.com 

OPENING a new Business? Multi-
lingual, fully computer literate with 
20 years sales and marketing expe-
rience, I could be your man Friday 
on the Costa del Sol.  Tel:+(34)658-
410830 or jasonbj@me.com 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS  
AND STORAGE 
MAN & VAN Big/ small removals, 
clearances. 100% reliable. Ikea col-
lection/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK NOV 9TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

MAN WITH big van, removals, 20 
Euros/ hour. Also house clearance. 
Ikea runs. 609321958 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

VANMOVES. Small removals, clear-
ances, Ikea collections, 20eur./ 
hourly. Experienced. 603257612 

MAN/ VAN Services. Removals. 
Transport. Deliveries, collections, 
and rubbish clearances from 25 
Euros. Extra help available. Steve 
602813062 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 
removals. Steve 722306194 

MY LIBRARY OF ENGLISH BOOKS 
MUST GO. I HAVE ASSORTED BOOKS 
APPROX 350/400 ALL AT 30 EUROS. 
BUYER TO COLLECT. TEL: 
952706563 

FOR SALE 3 cream leather sofás, 1 
coffee table, 1 rectangular dining 
table & 6 chairs. Also bedroom fur-
niture, freezer, curtains, lamps, etc. 
Tel:952831127, Mob: 
00347779420117 or email p.lark-
man@sky.com mailto:p.lark-
man@sky.com 

DISPLAY chiller unit. H51 x W82 x 
D36. Fantastic condition. TBC 700E 
ONO 606001492 
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MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 

runners or non runners. Embargos 

& finance no problem. Call now, cash 

waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-

tion same day. 685524921 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-

stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 

or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 

proper cars, same day collection. 

678808837 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

MUSTANG 350GT. 4.6. 2008. Only 
17000mls. LHD. Met Apple Red. 
Black leather. Black wheels. Shaker 
speakers. Newly installed Alpine sys-
tem. Unique UK reg. plates. MOT'd. 
Taxed. Serviced. In Spain now. Ster-
ling Pounds 25,000. Suit UK non res. 
Photos available. Immaculate fu-
ture classic. Phone/txt Milan on 
00447341838172 

Repairs 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

PUERTO Banus 8m mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

QUALITY staff? With over 5000 can-
didates and 400 new registrations 
monthly, we can help you hire and 
keep the best staff quickly and cost 
effectively. Find out how at www.job-
finderspain.com or call 951400234 

NEW JOB? At jobfinder Spain we 
meet with you, identify your key 
strengths, build you profile, then 
guide you through the selection and 
interview process for that perfect 
job!.Call 951400234 www.jobfind-
erspain.com 

TELESALES Real Estate agency lo-
cated in Mijas Costa and operative 
on the entire Coast is looking for 
Telesales. The candidate must speak 
English fluently, plus one between 
Dutch, French and Nordic languages. 
Fixed salary and high commission 
scheme for the right candidate. 
Please send CV info@buenavista-
homes.eu and/ or call 951484500 

WE ARE hiring Videogame Testers 

(all languages).  Tel. 952028080 

www.localsoftgames.com 

EXPERIENCED Qualifiers required. 
(Elviria). Hours 10.30-5.30 Mon - 
Thurs, 10.30-4.00 Fri. Full and on-
going product training. Basic wage 
and weekly commission paid. Call 
Mark 611243229 

BECOME an accredited professional 
TEFL English teacher: www.thetefl-
centre.com info@theteflcentre.com 
639196855 

LANGUAGE school is looking for 
teachers of different languages. 
Applicants please send CV to: 
info@guadalminaidiomas.es 

WANTED Housekeeper/ carer, 
Marbella. 669067057 

300-3,000 EUROS per month part 
time! We are looking for people in 
all areas that seriously want to work 
with us. Home based, commission 
package. Contact Phil Cony on 
615257573 for details 

FRIENDLY office in Fuengirola look-
ing for experienced, native English 
female telemarketers. Sense of hu-
mour a must! Part time PM contract 
& great commissions. Must have all 
paperwork and be ready to go. Call 
952 586 140 between 3-8.00pm to 
find out more 

WANTED Do you like sports, mainly 

football, and would you like to work 

in close relationship with profes-

sional teams? Do you speak German 

and Spanish? Can you write and have 

your own car? If you are available 

from November, you have empathy 

and an easy handling, man or woman, 

then you are close to work with fig-

ures of world football! Send us your 

CV to recruiting@footballim-

pact.com 

BLUE Real Estate is currently search-

ing for Sales Executives to work in 

and around the Marbella area. A full 

training package is provided and ex-

cellent incentives. Multilingual can-

didates are sought after. Please email 

hr@blue-square.com with your C V 

COLOURFUL, positive personality 

people required for telemarketing 

position with contract in Fuengirola. 

Hours are 4-8.30pm. Please call 

Lynne on 622206333 

DESSANGE Paris, requires expe-

rienced multilingual colouring 

hair stylist. Tel 952813309 

LADIES, I am looking for 2 experi-
enced native English speaking tele-
marketers to add to my happy team. 
Hours are 4.00pm - 8.30pm M-T & 
4.00pm - 7.00pm F, with contract 
so you must have papers. Lots of 
commission to be earned. You must 
have a thick skin, sense of humour 
and enjoy a challenge. Call 952 586 
140 between 1-8.00pm to find out 
more 

LANGUAGE school is looking for 
outgoing and energetic ESL teach-
ers, with a native English level. Very 
competitive salary. Friendly work 
environment. Excellent premises 
and resources. Ongoing training in 
our methodology. We will help you 
with everything you need to settle 
in. Please send CV to info@britisha-
cademyceuta.com 

WE ARE are looking for commer-
cial sales people for an insurance 
agency in Marbella. Important: own 
car or motorbike, languages, mini-
mum: Spanish, English. We are look-
ing for people with a good work ethic, 
open minded and with a positive 
outlook. We offer an excellent fi-
nancial package Tlf. 952 863402 or 
email Vanessa@insurance-mas-
ters.com 
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CLEANER wanted for general house-
hold cleaning. Estepona area. 
634852211 

MARBELLACO.COM Due to many 
Scandinavian clients, we are look-
ing for a Swedish sales coordina-
tor/sales agent, high commission! 
and a Danish experienced sales co-
ordinator, fixed payment and high 
commission. Experience within the 
real estate business and a good 
knowledge of the Costa del Sol, is a 
must.We offer you a job within a suc-
cessful and professional team. Send 
application and CV marked ¿Swed-
ish/Danish¿ to ez@marbellaco.com 

WITHIN the expantion of our net-
work in Spain, we are organising the 
presentation of our company, IAD, 
both on Wednesday the 7 th and 
Thursday the 8th of November at 
8pm. Are you interested in working 
in Real Estate? Do you want to be 
independant and enjoy the support 
of a network? Do you have an en-
trepreneurial spirit? Come and at-
tend our presentation. For logistics 
purposes, thank you for confirming 
your attendance via email at : lau-
rent.letombe@iadfrance.fr 

CONSULAR Officer A2, Malaga 
(ESP18.667). British Consulate in 
Malaga.  The British Consular Net-
work in Spain is part of a world-wide 
network, representing British po-
litical, economic and consular in-
terests overseas and is now looking 
for a Consular Officer. The main pur-
pose of the job is to help provide re-
silience to our consular networks 
across Europe. We need dynamic,  
well-organised people with a pas-
sion for customer service to offer 
clear guidance and assistance to UK 
nationals as the UK leaves the EU. 
The role will cover many aspects of 
consular and the work that the Em-
bassy leads on. Candidates should 
note that the functions of these will 
need to adapt to shifting priorities 
and operational objectives. For more 
details about this challenging and 
rewarding position, visit our web-
site: FCO Local Staff vacancies web-
site. To filter the search for this va-
cancy, use the ¿Country /Territory¿ 
field on the left of the page and se-
lect the Spain 

Situations Wanted 

MULTILINGUAL, fully computer lit-
erate, and with 20 years sales and 
marketingexperience, I am now avail-
able for a challenge on the Costa del 
Sol.  +(34)658-410830 or ja-
sonbj@me.com 

RESTAURANTS 

PERSONAL Chef. Fancy a break-
fast, brunch, lunch or dinner with 
friends and family in your own 
home? 602002032 www.flory-
valpersonalchef.com Marbella / 
Málaga 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

FIT 66 year old spiritual guy, seeks 

lady soul-mate. Jeff 602488026 

TALL profesional man would like to 
meet a dominant woman  - dav-
ers@gmx.co.uk 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

CLASSIC full body massage. Relaxa-
tion, Anti-Stress therapy, Lomi-Lomi. 
Fuengirola. 600231544 

TAKE a break.. Enjoy the benefits 
of relaxing massages. 623156610 

RELIEVING massages to release 
tension and other stresses by quali-
fied masseuse, working independ-
ently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

BENALMADENA: Professional 
massage, lumbar, back, clay, 
chocolate. From 30E. 608181791. 
beaprinc.wixsite.com/zen-
realmmassage 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse, anti 
stress, relaxing, therapeutic hot 
stones. Torrox Costa. 643123977 

CHINESE woman, professional mas-
sage. Benalmádena. Visits. Appoint-
ments. Whatsapp 602898140 

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. 622231133 

MATURE male for Naturist /Sports 
massage. I live A.E.G or mobile. 
WhatsApp 693710522, 
07963134523, mizpha-
man@gmail.com 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard +447813944146 

Hairdressers 

LOOKING for room in Hairdresser/ 
Beauty salon for Microblanding Phi-
brows. Certified in Micropigmenta-
tion. 633325545 

HAIRDRESSER speak English & 
Spanish. Does pedicure, manicure 
and Reflexology. 7 days a week. 
673388343 

Beauty Treatments / 
Products 

99E BROWS Micropigmentation, 
Hiperrealistic 3D, Reconstruction, 
Lifting effect. Professional certifi-
cation 633325545 

Others 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

IPTV 2300+ channels from UK and 
16 other countries, 48 hour trials 
available... Full details 
www.pjsat.tv/iptv or 672836621 
(mobile/ whatsapp) 

UK TV English Channels free inc 
catch up, on demand + much more. 
No monthly fees. Unbeatable inc 
warranty. 653061472 

BBC 1/2 full pack no internet no 
contract just need 80cm dish one 
off pay full full sky pack IPTV inter-
net and all europeens channels no 
dish no contract paye as you go best 
IPTV in the marcket/ satélite real-
ligment internet wifi inprouvement 
all type leed lcd tv repairs/ power 
failure electrical rewiring video se-
curity camera . all coast corerage 
full furanteed José Sotto Since 1973. 
952 443 838. 670 44 38 38 Email 
josesotto@ono.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. info@daytona.es 
or call 952667395 Los Boliches 

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

PC DOCTOR: Professional PC, lap-
top, mobile device repairs, hosting 
and web/cloud services. Call now 
on 952 591 071/ 902 007 202 

Websites 

WEBSITES New builds, Manage-
ment, Upgrades, Hosting, Problem 
solutions. Robert. 637517551 

CLASSES 
HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

SPANISH lessons. Native, quali-
fied & experienced teacher. New 
easy and effective method. Also 
tutoring for students. All the coast 
and inland covered. 678997388 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH in your home. Speak Span-
ish from the first lesson. Qualified 
Spanish teacher. Ideal method for 
beginners. Fast, easy and effective. 
All levels. West Coast and Inland. 
628.578.645 

CUSTOMIZE your Spanish lessons 
to your needs. Teacher with more 
than 10 years of experience in the 
East of Málaga. 678295589 

LEARNING Spanish, (German, 
French, English spoken) . I use skype 
for the classes, contact me : aran-
zazuteresagarcia@gmail.com  

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES  German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated,microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

YOUNG male Maltese ready for his 
forever home. Call 65589648/ soly-
cann2003@yahoo.es 

LOVELY young Persian, free to good 
home. Details 655896646 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

Pet Transport 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND/ 
EPICOSPAL CHURCH 

St George’s Anglican Chaplaincy 

www.stgeorgemalaga.org 

email: chaplain@stgeorgemalaga.org or 

wardens@stgeorgemalaga.org 

Malaga, St George’s Church (in the English 

Cemetery, Av. de Príes) Sunday Holy 

Communion 11am.  Contact: 951 287 382   

Velez-Málaga, La Antigua Capilla de S. 

José, C/. Linares  7. Sundays 10.30am  

Anglican Chaplaincy of St. Andrew, 

Costa del Sol (East) 

Chaplaincy Office 952580600. 

Los Boliches, St. Andrew’s Edif. Jupiter, 

Avda Padre Jesús Cautivo 44. Sung matins  

(BCP) Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am. Holy 

Communion (BCP) 9.30am.  

Benalmádena Costa, San José chapel,  

9.30am;   

Sung Eucharist (Common Worship) 1st, 

3rd, 4th Sun; sung MP 2nd Sun 

Calahonda, Ermita de San Miguel, 9.30am. 

Sung Eucharist (Common Worship) 2nd and 

4th Sun; sung MP 1st and 3rd Sun.  

Alhaurín el Grande: Cemetery Chapel Sun. 

at 11.30am. All age service 1st Sun; MP 

(Common Worship) 2nd Sun; sung 

Eucharist (Common Worship) 3rd, 4th Sun 

Costa del Sol (West) 

San Pedro, Sunday 10a.m. (Holy 

Communion) Parroquia Virgen del Rocio.   

Sotogrande, Sunday 12 noon. (Holy 

Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays) La Iglesia 

de Nuestra Sra. de la Merced. Chaplaincy 

House. www.costachurch.com 

Nerja: Sun 12 noon, San Miguel church, 

Wed. 9.30am. (Church shop, C/Malaga 952 

522 460.) Rev. Geoffrey Johnston, 

952521339.  

Almuñécar: Capilla de Nuestra Señora del 

Carmen, (Fishermen’s chapel) Chinasol. 

Sun. 9.30am. (not August) Priest as Nerja.  

Torre del Mar: St Barnabas IERE, 11am. 

Morning Prayer 1st and 3rd Sunday, H.C. 

2nd and 4th.  Lux Mundi centre.  

952030461.  

Gibraltar: Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, 

Sun 10.30. Tel. 78377.  

Benalmádena Costa: Songs of Praise, 

Interdenominational church service, 

Castillo Bil Bil. Sun. 5.30pm. Oct. – May. 

648666152. 

MUSLIM 

Marbella: Mezquita del Rey Abdulaziz. 

Friday  2.30pm. 952774143. 

Fuengirola: Mezquita del Centro Cultural 

Suhail, Parque  Doña Sofía. Friday worship 

2.30pm. Tel 952473916. 

Malaga: Mezquita, C/San Agustín 11. 

Friday  2.30pm. 952228595. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 

Marbella: Santo Cristo del Calvario Church, 

Avda. del Calvario: Holy Mass in English, 

11am. every Sunday. Tel: 952774 899. 

Fuengirola: Capilla San José, Las Rampas 

(Upper Level), Daily Mass (in English): 

Mon-Fri 11am. Sat 7pm. Sun 11am. 

Fuengirola: Lux Mundi, C/ Nueva, 12 Sun. 

Arroyo de la Miel: Mass in English 

Parroquia de la Inmaculada, Sunday 

1.30pm. 

Calahonda: Ermita de San Miguel, 12 Sun. 

Benalmádena Costa: Parish Church of La 

Virgen del Carmen, Avda. Bonanza. Bilingual 

mass  English/Spanish Sunday  10am. 

Torre del Mar: Lux Mundi, Avda. 

Moscatel,1-“I”. Saturday. Winter 5pm, 

summer 6 pm. 952543334.  

Chiclana (Cadiz): Nstra Señora de Europa 

church, Urb. Novo Sancti Petri, RC Mass in 

English and German, Sunday 10.30am 

Pueblo Nuevo de Guadiaro - 

Sotogrande (Cadiz): Mass in English, 

Saturday 7pm and Sunday 10.30am at 

Sanctuario de la Divina Misericodia  

Malaga: Catholic mass in English, Avenida 

Santiago Ramón y Cajal, Ciudad Jardín. 

11.30am  Sunday. 952260760. 

METHODIST CHURCH 

Gibraltar: Methodist Church, 297 Main 

Street. Sun 11am and 8pm. +350 200 

77491/+350 200 40870. Rev. Fidel Patron.  

Sotogrande: La Iglesia de Nuestra Sra. de 

la Merced  1st and 3rd Sundays 11.45a.m.  

For more info. call 952 895 102. 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST  
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 

Mijas international: 10 am Sun Calle Rueda 

7 , Los Boliches, 952469392 / 607521032.  

Motril: Sun10 am. C/ Jesús del Gran Poder 

34. 958 825665.  

Malaga: Sun 10.30 am, C/Babel 1.            

Algeciras: Sun 10.30 am. C/Sevilla 43. Tel. 

956630894. 

Nerja: Sun. 10.30 a.m. C/Granada,83. Tel. 

607 522 671 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

Arroyo de la Miel: Avda Del Cerro de 

Viento, s/n . Tues. 7.30pm. Sat. 4.30pm. 

Tel. 952561170. 

Fuengirola: Kingdom Hall, Plaza 

Hispanidad, Service Meeting, Fri 7.30pm. 

952469082. 

Malaga: C/José Palanca, 20. Service Fri 

8pm. Tues 7.15pm.  

San Pedro: C/ Amor 6, Fuente Nueva. 

English: Sun 11am & Wed 7.30pm.  

Tagalog: Sun 1.30pm & Tues 7.30pm. 

Kingdom Hall 952788855. 

Torrox Costa:  Local 17, Urb Costa de Oro. 

Sun 11 a.m., Weds 7pm. Tel. 952526740. 

Torre del Mar: Calle Infantes, Conjuntos 

Islas del Sol. Scandinavian Sun 6pm, Thurs 

7pm. German Sun 11am and Fri  7pm.  

Coín: Calle Félix Rodríguez de la Fuente. 

Weds 7.30pm, Sun 11.30am. 952499239. 

EVANGELICAL CHURCH /  
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Los Boliches: Evangelical Church, Paseo 

Marítimo 77. Sun:Worship and Bible 

teaching, 4pm. Weds: Bible study and 

prayer 7.30pm. Tel 952460728  

Torremolinos: Evangelical Community 

Church. Sun service 11am. C/Gregorio 

Marañón 4. 952384706 

Torremolinos: Gloryhouse International 

Christian Center. African Pentecostal style. 

Sun 11am C/ Danza Invisible, 7/8, Bloque 

D, Nogalera. Pastor Moses. 679740825, 

951210300 

Nerja: Fellowship of the King, Pasaje San 

Miguel, Sundays at 10.30am. 952 969 058 

/ 958 658 439.  

Nerja: Community Bible Fellowship, C/ 

Pintada 35, 2nd floor. English/ Spanish 

Worship, Sunday 10am. 952521776. 

Torre del Mar: Cornerstone International 

Church. C/Solera 2.  Sunday 11.30am. 

Wednesday 6.30pm Bible study. 

Calahonda: The Evangelical Christian 

Fellowship, Ermita San Miguel. Sun 

4.30pm. Rev. Peter Riggall, 952 588 160.  

Arroyo de la Miel: Arroyo Baptist Church, 

Sun 4pm. Conjunto Zodiaco, Edif. Aries, 

C/ Sagitario. Tel. 95244796/952386716. 

Calahonda: Baptist Church, Calle San 

Jeronimo 1, Worship Sunday 11 am with 

Sunday School. 952832533. 

La Línea: Asambleas de Dios. C/San José, 

41. Thurs 9pm. Sun  11am & 8 pm. 

Marbella: Int. Christian F’ship. Sun 11.30 

Ed. Milla de Oro. Tel. 952 932 216 . 

Mijas Costa: Iglesias International Costa del 

Sol, C/José de Orbaneja 10. Sun 11am and 

7pm; Thur 7pm Tel:636 422 7 

Puerto Banús: Christian Church (The 

Wave) Worship Service: Sun 11am. The 

Wave Café: Wed 11am.  Prayer: Fri 12pm. 

637408194/5  puertobanuschurch.com 

Salobreña: Fellowship of the King. Various 

locations. Sundays at 10am Tel.635 358 

808 / 958 645 027 

La Viñuela: El Puente Christian Fellowship. 

Sundays 11am. Under Maroma 

Inmobiliaria. 952117145 / 952518185 

Fuengirola: Living Waters Community 

Fellowship. C/Pintor Nogales, Las Rampas. 

Sundays 11am. 

 Torremolinos: Christian ministry. Healing 

of traumatic memories. Tel.604199751 

Gibraltar: Brethren Assembly, Queensway 

Quay. Sun 11am, Minister F. Baldachino. 

Benalmádena Costa: Elim Family F’ship. 

Sun 11am. Pastor Dave 695115496 

www.elimfamilyfellowship.com 

San Pedro: Elim Family Fellowship. Sun 

3.30pm. 695 115 496 

San Pedro: Faith Baptist Church. Sun 

6.30pm, Edif Manantial. Tel: 911820806. 

Fuengirola: Ark Christian Fellowship 

Family Worship. Sun 11am, C/Rio Darro 2, 

Plaza Juncal. Tel.: 952 592 171. 

Fuengirola: Costa del Sol Bible School, 

Healing Clinic and “The Beauty of Holiness”. 

Rev. Joyce McNaughton 663706806. 

Fuengirola: The Way, Christian Counselling 

Ministry. Tel. 634369414/ 951135441. 

Malaga: Believers Loveworld Inc.(Christ 

Embassy) Sunday11am, Wed 7pm, Sat 5pm. 

C/Cantimpla 11, Av. de Europa 

951955354/672805789. 

Marbella: House of Judah (Jewish & Gentile 

Believers) Bilingual Fri. Worship 7.30pm - 

NH Marbella Hotel Tel: 605924555.   

Mijas Costa: Baptist, Bi-Lingual services 

Sun 11.30am and 7pm; Thur 7pm Tel:636 

422 717 www.libertadmijascosta.com 

Heaven’s Gate Pentecostal Church Int:  

Benalmádena: Carril de Sirocco 1, 

Worship- Sun 11am- 6pm, F’ship- Friday 

7.30pm, 602392139 

Fuengirola: Christian Family Centre Int. 

Worship Sun 1pm, Fellowship Tue 7pm 

Church auditorium, C/Jacinto Benavente, 

10. Tel: 605329074 

Granada: Avda Andalucía, 53, La Chana, 

Worship- Sun 6pm, 605329074 

Malaga: Avda de Europa, 69, Worship- 

Sunday 9am, Fellowship- Wednesday 

7.30pm, 605329074  

DUTCH EVANGELICAL 

Fuengirola: Skandinaviska Turistkyran. Ed. 

M del Carmen. Paseo Marítimo 77 Los 

Boliches, Sundays 9.30. 

Torremolinos: Sun 11.30 in Holland Huis. 

Avenida Carlota Alessandri 12. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND  
(PRESBYTERIAN) 

Fuengirola: Sun 10.30am at Lux Mundi 

Ecumenical Centre, C/Nueva 3. Tel 

952638245 or 952475474. 

Gibraltar: St. Andrew’s Church, Sun  

10.30am. Tel 20077040.   

Torre del Mar: Sun 11am, Legend’s Bar, 

C/Don Cipriano Maldonado Jiménez.  

BAHAI 

Bahai Information Office, C/Ricardo 

Soriano, 35, Marbella. 

Marbella: 952 90 21 21   

Fuengirola: 951 259 742.  

Malaga: 952 214 052.  

Benalmádena: 952 442 424.  

Alhaurín de la Torre: 952411496.  

Rincón de la Victoria: 952 402 870.  

Gibraltar: +350 200 73287. 

SYNAGOGUES 

Torremolinos: Beth Minzi, Av. Palma de 

Mallorca 55; Castillo San Luis, Local 14. 

Daily services.  952052550. 

Marbella: Beth El, Urb. El Real, Km 184. 

Services, Fri in summer 8.30pm winter 

7pm Sat & holidays 10am 952859395   

QUAKERS 

Malaga: Quakers (Society of Friends). Info: 

zvi@gotadsl.co.uk  

NORWEGIAN SEAMEN’S CHURCH 

Calahonda: El Campanario, Av del Cortijo 

3. Sun 4 pm, 952939800 

www.sjomannskirken.no/costadelsol 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 

Fuengirola: Sat 10am. Bible study, worship  

Calle Palangreros, 60. 952456672 / 

633716651 ww.adventistasfuengirola.es.

CHURCH SERVICES INTERNATIONAL CONSULATES

Great Britain            C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                               952352300 

USA                              Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                    952474891 

Belgium                     Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                951516019 

Denmark                    Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                  952211797 

Norway                       Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola        952667955 

Canada                       C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                  952223346 

Germany                    Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                            952363591 

Sweden                      Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                        952604383 

Ireland                        Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                               952475108 

France                         1, Plaza de Santa Cruz, Seville                                                954293200 

Italy                             Calle Lagasca, 98, Madrid                                                        912106910 

Austria                        Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                952600267 

Finland                       Calle Blasco de Garay, 7, Malaga                                            952212435 

Saudi Arabia            Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                     952310358 

Greece                        Salitre, 16, Malaga                                                                     952311847 

Iceland                       Paseo Marítimo 91, 29640 Fuengirola                                952661200 

Philippines                C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                       952222757 

Hungary                     Av. de Andalucía 26 29007 Malaga                                      952308393

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator                                112 

National Police                                           091 

Local (municipal) Police                         092   

Medical                                                         061  

Fire                                                                 080 

Guardia Civil                                                062 

Sea Rescue                                   900202202  

Crime report                               902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  

Samaritans in Spain                  900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous            600379110 

Age Care                                       952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona)         608458555 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  

Salud Responde (doctors’ appointments 

& advice)                                      955545060 

ESTEPONA  

Bus Station                                    955038665 

Taxi Service                                  952802900 

Tourist Office                               952802002 

Town Hall                                      952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept.           952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

Bus Station                                  952475066 

Taxi Service                                 952471000 

Tourist Office                              952467625 

Town Hall                                     952589300 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952589440 

MALAGA  

Bus Station                                  952350061 

Railway Station                          902240202 

Taxi Service                                 952345693 

Tourist Office                              951926020 

MARBELLA  

Bus Station                                  955038665  

Taxi Service                                 952774488 

Tourist Office                              952768760 

Town Hall                                     952761100 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952768760 

MIJAS  

Town Hall                                     952485900 

Town Hall Las Lagunas            952473125 

Taxi                                                952478288 

Tourism Office                            952589034 

Foreign Resident Dept.           952589010 

NERJA  

Bus Station                                  902422242 

Taxi Service                                 952520537 

Tourist Information                  952521531 

Town Hall                                     952548400 

Foreign Resident Dept.           952548401 

TORREMOLINOS  

Bus Station                                  902143144 

Taxi Service                                 952380600 

Tourist Office                              952371909 

Town Hall                                     952379400 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952374231 

BENALMADENA  

Bus Station                                  902450550 

Taxi Service                                 952441545 

Tourist Office                              952442494 

Town Hall                                     952374231 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA  

Bus Station                                  952503162 

Taxi                                                952540016 

Town Hall                                     952559100 

Tourist Office                             952541104  

GIBRALTAR  

General emergency      199/112(mobiles) 

Fire/ambulance (emergency)               190 

Tourist Office               (00350) 20074950 

Taxi                                 (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION
CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Celebrity Eclipse       02/11                      -                          -                      07.00            17.00 

MSC Orchestra           02/11               Funchal        Civitavecchia           08.00            14.00 

Sea Cloud                    04/11                 Motril                 Cadiz                  07.00            13.00 

Sea Cloud II                 04/11                 Motril                 Cadiz                  07.00            13.00 

Costa Favolosa           04/11                      _                           _                       09.00            19.00 

Costa Pacifica             05/11               Funchal        Civitavecchia           08.00            13.00 

Horizon                        05/11             Cartagena             Porto                  09.00            18.00 

MSC Opera                  07/11               Valencia             Funchal                09.00            18.00 

Marella Discovery  07-08/11              Cadiz             Cartagena              10.00            22.00 

Marella Celebration  08/11             Cartagena             Cadiz                  06.00            18.00  

Wind Surf                    08/11                      -                          -                      09.00            21.00 

MSC Fantasia              09/11             Cartagena        Casablanca             07.00            18.00 

Seabourn Odyssey    09/11             Barcelona           Tangier                08.00            18.00 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Ear 2. Spine  
3. Ankle 4. Jaw

In which part of the body would 
you find the atlas bone?

1. Potato 2. Tomato  
3. Plum 4. Apple

Yukon Gold and Russian Banana 
are both types of what?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11319

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

When things are going well it’s time to 

look ahead and get organised. You may 

not have the cash to get moving yet 

but, when you do, progress can be fast.    

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Someone who is wanting to help you in 

a practical way could be just the 

companion you need. With such a bright 

mind, partnerships can sparkle.                                                                                                              

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Stick to that ‘to do’ list and avoid being 

distracted. So many of the demands 

made on you this week are really not 

that urgent.  

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Face your demons and have a good 

blub if you feel like it! Don’t feel guilty 

for speaking your mind if someone has 

been winding you up.  

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Is it really difficult to make a decision 

about something personal? 

Sometimes getting away from those 

who nag and cajole will help you to 

see more clearly.  

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Get out of that rut and start things 

moving, Cancer. This may feel like the 

time of year to cosy up and hunker 

down, but not for you! Life can be so 

much more but it needs some effort.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

There are things out there that will 

change your whole attitude if you only 

find out about them. Taking a course or 

volunteering goes well for those who 

are able.    

 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

When we don’t make plans or get 

organised in our lives, things tend to 

happen anyway. The problem is that 

the things that do happen are not what 

we would have wanted.         

 

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Being the strong and silent type is 

great, Libra. Often it means that you see 

things clearly and are able to help 

others. At the moment, though, you 

need to help yourself. 

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

At the moment you could be giving out 

the wrong signals. Maybe not talking 

about something (even to yourself) is 

leaving you feeling alone.  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

This week should be smooth running 

and even better financially. Take the 

chance to put things in place for the 

future. This could be either re. work or 

finances.     

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

There is something to be said, this 

week, for stopping the stress and ‘going 

with the flow’. Live in the here and now 

instead of fussing over yesterday or 

tomorrow. 
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BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruisers  

Submarines

Destroyers
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WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER

You may (or may not) have noticed 
that we have recently changed this 
page from Pastimes to Time Out 
and have given it a bit of a facelift.  
We decided to give your brains even 
more of a workout by incorporat-
ing three new puzzles: the old fa-
vourite, battleships, a devilish cir-
clegram and a test of your local 
knowledge, Where Have You Seen 
This? We’ve also extended the horo-
scopes a little so you can have more 
of an idea what next 
week may bring in 
the way of finances, 
social events and of 

course, affairs of the heart. The 
photo puzzler is not a competition 
but just a test to see how observant 
you are. There’s no need to write to 
us with the answer, we’ll publish 
it the following week, but please 
feel free to send us a photograph of 
any statue or sculpture you pass 
regularly in Andalucía that might 
get other readers thinking.  Email 
them to us  at surinenglish.su@di-
ariosur.es or simply Tweet them to 

us @SUR_English 
We are also on 
Facebook @SURi-
nEnglish

Time for a change

Answer : Spine 
Of interest: In anatomy, the atlas 
(C1) is the first cervical vertebra of 
the spine. It is named for the Atlas 
of Greek mythology, because it 
supports the globe of the head.  
 
Answer : Potato 
Of interest: Yukon Gold is a large 
potato characterised by its thin, 
smooth eye-free skin and yellow-
tinged flesh. Russian Banana are 
small potatoes, slender, and 
crescent in shape, averaging 6-7 
centimetres in length.

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is B.  
Botswana, Djibouti, Burundi, 
all African countries.

The king of ‘copla’

Language Crossword

Last week:  
The Monumento al Turista 

This unusual monument, situated on a 
roundabout into Torremolinos from 
Malaga, was donated to the town by 
businessman Rafael Gómez Sánchez in 
2002. It features a 
naked woman 
standing on a pillar 
of which the base is 
decorated in 
Egyptian style. In 
2005 it was debated 
whether to replace 
it with something 
which reflected “the 
true spirit of 
Torremolinos”.
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The Australian, who won 
the Rafael Manzano Prize in 
2015 and has lived in La 
Alpujarra for years, is a 
staunch defender of the 
Andalusian style of building     

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. “This is the Casa de 
la Cascada (the Kauffman residen-
ce), the work of American archi-
tect Frank Lloyd Wright. He did it 
in the year I was born, 1935, and 
it is an example of modern archi-
tecture. If you took the house away, 
you’d see a beautiful waterfall, but 
he built an enormous block of re-
inforced concerete there. Why on 
earth was he ever famous?” 

At the age of 83, Donald Gray is 
still highly critical of the contem-
porary and avant-garde architectu-
re with which he has never agreed. 
On the contrary, he has spent his 
whole life defending a style which 
he fell in love with the first time he 
set foot in Spain, the traditional ar-
chitecture of Andalucía. He has used 
it more than most in residential de-
velopments which are still inhabi-
ted today and which, especially in 
the case of La Virginia, in Marbella, 
retain their essence and authenti-
city even after 50 years. La Virigi-
nia shares the double merit of be-
ing one of the loveliest and yet least 
well-known in the municipality.  

This Australian architect has just 
been back to La Virginia, to attend 
a tribute from the community of 

the development, the mayor and 
councillors, as part of its 50th anni-
versary celebrations. The event was 
also attended friends and people 
who know, admire and are fond of 
him. “Today is a great day for Mar-
bella and for Andalucía,” said ano-
ther master in his own field, Rafael 
de la Fuente, afterwards. 

As its designer, Donald Gray was 
delighted to return to La Virginia for 

this important anniversary. The idea 
for the project came from developers 
Juan Manuel Figueras and Freddy 
Wildman at the end of the 1960s, and 
Jurgen Vig Muller, María Luisa Larra-
ñaga and Rafael Neville (all friends) 
were also involved.  

At the tribute there were speeches 
and a screening of a video filmed three 
years ago, when he was awarded the  
Rafael Manzano Prize for New Tradi-

tional Architecture. The documen-
tary explained that “space and light” 
is the essence of the buildings upon 
which Gray worked between the 
1960s and 1990s. These include Las 
Lomas de Marbella Club, Pueblo Ló-
pez in Fuengirola, Nuevo Pueblo Mi-
jas, the town hall in La Tana, in Pi-
tres, and La Tartana hotel in La He-
rradura (Granada).  

There was also a screening of a se-

ries of photographs provided by the 
architect, who was born in Austra-
lia and has lived in La Alpujarra for 
years. It was a showcase of exam-
ples of modern and avant-garde ar-
chitecture, and the outrageous mass 
construction during the years of the 
property boom. For Donald Grey, 
these are examples of dehumanised 
buildings.  

On-site training 
His particular commitment to reco-
vering and defending traditional An-
dalusian architecture began when he 
arrived in Spain in 1959. He realised 
that it was something that was ne-
ver taught at university, and decided 
to learn directly from master buil-
ders. He worked alongside them, de-
signing and building his first houses. 
In 1961 he went to live in Torremoli-
nos, and after that to La Alpujarra.   

“Today is an important day for the 
town because we are paying tribute 
to a person who, with his enormous 
talent and sensitivity, has contribu-
ted to enriching the artistic heritage 
of Marbella with one of the loveliest 
residential developments on the Cos-
ta del Sol and a magnificent examp-
le of the best traditional Andalusian 
architecture,” said the mayor, Ánge-
les Muñoz, at the tribute. 

In the heart of the Golden Mile, 
La Virginia is a small community of 
about 68 houses set in secluded 
cobbled streets ,which still seems far 
away from the bustle of the busy 
town. It remains today the calm re-
fuge which its creators planned half 
a century ago. 

Donald Gray, at La Virginia in Marbella. :: JOSELE-LANZA

Marbella pays tribute to one of the designers of La Virginia, which is celebrating its 50th anniversary

Donald Gray, the essence of traditional architecture


