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Sheikh Al-Thani returned to 
the city for the BlueBay 
trial, but proceedings have 
been postponed again  P61

Right-wing groups to 
negotiate the removal of 
the PSOE from the Junta

After 36 years of Socialist rule, vot-
ers have put Andalucía in the hands 
of right-wing parties. PP and C’s plan 
to discuss a pact, but they need the 
support of far-right Vox.  P2-5

Socialist Andalusian 
president Susana Díaz is 
comforted by her deputy 
Manuel Jiménez Barrios  
on election night. :: EFE

Christmas spirit invades 
the Costa del Sol. 
Festive lights went on last 
week in Malaga and 
Marbella   P14&16

The shock result of 
Sunday’s election 
saw the Socialists 
fall and far-right rise

Police in Spain and Sweden have 
broken up a gang of hired killers 
with nine arrests made simultane-
ously last week in Malaga and 
Malmö. The gang is thought to be 
responsible for the killing of two 
men this year on the Costa.  P8

Nine members of an 
organisation of hired  
killers were arrested in 
Malaga and Malmö

Police solve two 
Costa killings 
with arrest of 
Swedish gang

Spain marks 40th 
anniversary of the birth 
of the country’s             
post-Franco democratic 
Constitution  P6
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33
Seats

--14

1,009,243 votes (27.95%)

The surprise loss of 14 regional 
MPs was the worst result ever for 
the PSOE Socialist party

26
Seats

-7

749,275 votes (20.75%)

Despite losing 300k votes, Juanma 
Moreno has a real chance of leading 
the Junta for the conservative PP 

21
Seats

+12

659,631 votes (18.27%)

Centre-right party, Ciudadanos 
was the real winner in the voting, 
more than doubling its seats 

17
Seats

-3

584,040 votes (16.18%)

Failure for Adelante Andalucía, the 
Podemos-IU left-wing ticket with  
300k votes down on last time

12
Seats

+12

395,978 votes (10.97%)

No opinion poll foresaw the 
strength with which right-wing 
Vox would arrive on the scene 

For the first time, parties 
on the right have the 
majority of seats in the 
regional parliament 

SEVILLE.  None of the opinion polls 
had predicted the historic regional 
election result in Andalucía last Sun-
day night. A sharp decline in support 
for the ruling PSOE Socialist party 
and a drop-off in votes for the left in 
general gave parties to the right a ma-
jority and the chance to wrest con-
trol of the Junta de Andalucía regional 
government from the PSOE for the 
first time in 36 years.  

With almost 28 per cent of the 

vote, Susana Díaz’s Socialists are still 
the largest party but, with just 33 
seats in the 109 regional parliament, 
they are a long way from an overall 
majority in Andalucía, seen as a tra-
ditional bastion of PSOE power. 

The other main news of the night 
was the shock emergence of far-right 
party, Vox, as a parliamentary force, 
winning 12 seats, its first in any part 
of Spain, with 11 per cent of the vote. 
Observers said that it was the coun-
try catching up with an international 
trend in populism, although large 
demonstrations have been held 
against the party’s policies in cities 
across the region this week.  

Not even Adelante Andalucía, the 
left-wing alliance of  Izquierda Unida 

Historic result  
in Andalucía vote 
Shock result sees PSOE likely to lose control of the 
Junta de Andalucía after 36 years, and emergence             
of far-right Vox with 11 per cent of the vote 

27.9% 20.7% 18.2% 16.1% 10.9%
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and Podemos, could offer its sup-
port to the PSOE and keep Susana 
Díaz as president of the Junta de 
Andalucía government. Teresa Ro-
dríguez’s group lost three seats, 
down to 17 with 16% of votes. 

Centre-right party, Ciudadanos 
(Cs), under Juan Marín, more than 
doubled its seats to 21, with 18 per 
cent of the vote, and was seen as 
the success story of the night, close 
to PP and a rival to lead the Junta. 

Although the conservative Par-
tido Popular (PP), under Juanma 
Moreno, lost ground, finishing on 
26 seats and 20.7 per cent, its sec-
ond place position immediately 
gave the party hope that it could 
lead a coalition of the right to take 
power from the PSOE in the re-
gion after four decades. 

Party backs Díaz for now  
Susana Díaz’s future was still un-
clear this week, although after 
hesitation, her national party 
backed her. Díaz had called the 
early election after Ciudadanos 
withdrew its support for her mi-
nority control of the Junta de An-
dalucía government, which con-
trols big-spending services such 
as health, education and social care. 
Until Sunday’s result, polls had 
shown that she was on course to 
probably form a government again.   

The total of MPs for the PP (26), 
C’s (21) and Vox (12) is 59 and a 
sufficient majority to keep out the 
PSOE. But a pact needs to be ne-
gotiated ahead of a parliamentary 
investiture debate due by the end 
of December.

Both parties are happy to 
to share power with each 
other but disagree which 
one should lead, although 
the support of Vox is 
needed to get there 

:: SUR 

SEVILLE. The election night de-
light of the Partido Popular (PP) at 
the decline of the PSOE’s share of 
vote, and the possibility of grabbing 
power in a region they have longed 
to govern, masked the decline in 
their own vote in favour of Ciuda-
danos (C’s) and Vox. 

Nevertheless, the PP is still the 
second biggest party. Standing along-
side the PP campaign director, Elías 
Bendodo, who is the leader of the 
Malaga Diputación provincial 
authority, the PP’s Andalusian re-
gional leader, Juanma Moreno, also 
from Malaga, immediately an-
nounced that he would put his own 
name forward to be president of the 
Seville-based Junta de Andalucía. 

The result was also a boost for the 
new PP national leader, Pablo 
Casado, who immediately started 
seeking an  investiture alliance for 
Andalucía with Ciudadanos  and 
controversially Vox. The parties’ 

MPs’ support would be needed to 
see Moreno as regional president.  

Potential partners, Vox, want to 
abolish regional parliaments and 
change the constitution. Faced with 
criticism over possibly having to rely 
on their new regional MPs’ support, 
Pablo Casado said this week, “They 
[Vox] will have to decide if they take 
a passive role and abstain, or take an 
active role in government for four 
years.”  He added that his redline was 
no to reform of the constitution.” 

Bitter-sweet delight from C’s 
Ciudadanos (C’s), which saw a dou-
bling of its support to bring it close 
to the PP, was confident enough on 
Sunday night to say it should lead 
a new Junta government instead. 
Both its regional leader, Juan Marín, 
and national leader, Albert Rivera, 
said that as it was the party that had 
grown the most and the least af-
fected by corruption, it had the right 
to form a regional government. 

Marín had ruled out supporting 
the PSOE into power again, leaving 
him to openly favour going into coa-
lition with the PP, but as the senior 
partner. Any role for Vox in giving 
support to this plan was debated 
this week, amid fears that accept-
ing far-right support could alienate 
C’s’ centrist base of voters.

PP and Cs vie for possible control of the 
Junta, but who would  be in charge is unclear  

Moreno celebrates with Elías Bendodo (r) on Sunday. :: EP

Ciudadanos regional leader, Juan Marín (centre). :: EFE
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With little self-criticism, 
the current Junta leader 
pleads for “constitutional 
parties” to work together, 
pointing out that the 
PSOE is still the biggest 
party in the region  

:: SUR 

SEVILLE. Susana Díaz, regional 
PSOE leader and current acting 
president of the Junta de Andalucía, 
was clearly shocked by the election 
result on Sunday night. 

Speaking to supporters at her 
party’s campaign base in Seville, 
she claimed little personal respon-
sibility for the fall-off in its share 
of vote, to its lowest levels ever in 
the region, affected in part by a low 
turnout in PSOE strongholds. Her 
main fire was directed at the rise 
of the far-right Vox and she vowed 
to do everything to resist that 
party’s progress. 

Díaz pleaded with the other par-
ties  to “act responsibly” and not to 
let Vox, an anti-constitutional party, 
be the kingmaker in a coalition to 
oust the PSOE, but instead to join 
her in defending the  “democratic 
values of the Constitution”. She 
stressed that she was still leader of 

the largest party in Andalucía and 
had the right to try to form the next 
regional government.    

The poor PSOE result was also a 
blow to the central  government of 
Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez, as 
it was the first test of his perform-

ance since the PSOE took control 
in Madrid earlier this year.  

Earlier this week, national party 
bosses were lukewarm in giving 
support for Díaz, suggesting that 
factors unique to Andalucía had 
played a part in the election. 

However, later they were quick 
to clarify their position, saying that 
Díaz continued to enjoy the support 
of  Pedro Sánchez. National secre-
tary, José Luis Ábalos, said that, “it 
doesn’t make sense to open an in-
ternal [battle] front at the  moment.”     

Dejected Díaz vows to fight on to try to keep 
power and stop the rise of the far-right 

Susana Díaz and supporters show serious faces in Seville on Sunday night. :: EFE

:: SUR 

SEVILLE.  The new, joint elec-
toral platform of left-wing par-
ties including Podemos and 
Izquierda Unida failed to improve 
on both their  individual perform-
ances in the last regional elec-
tions in March 2015.  

While encouraging street pro-
tests against the rise of  Vox this 
week, Podemos’s national leader, 
Pablo Iglesias, urged Adelante 
Andalucía leaders, Teresa Ro-
dríguez and Antonio Maíllo, to 
woo Ciudadanos towards sup-
porting the left in an investiture.   

Podemos and           
IU electoral 
alliance fails to 
deliver growth 

Maíllo and Rodríguez. :: EFE
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Following the surprise break-
through for far-right group Vox 
in Sunday’s Andalusian elec-
tion, around 2,000 people 
joined an antifascist protest in 
Malaga city centre on Monday. 
Similar demonstrations took 
place in Granada and Seville as 
protesters, the majority of 
them young people, attacked 
the far-right policies of Vox. 
“Andalucía is no place for fas-
cism” was one of the slogans 
chanted, as the crowds ex-
tended their criticism to the PP 
and even to the PSOE govern-
ment who they blamed for al-
lowing the growth of Vox. 

FAR-RIGHT 

RESULT SPARKS              

ANTIFASCIST 

PROTESTS 

:: SALVADOR SALAS

:: SUR 

SEVILLE.  The founder of  Vox, San-
tiago Abascal, said this week that  
his party was “growing thanks to 
the insults” of other political par-
ties. That in part explains the stun-
ning increase in support for his party,  
qualified by some as far-right and 
by others as just right wing. France’s 
far-right leader Marie Le Pen con-
gratulated Vox on its achievement 
in Andalucía after Sunday’s vote. 

The regional leader, Francisco Ser-
rano, is a judge from Seville well 
known for a tough stance in favour 
of fathers in domestic cases. With-
out any opinion poll predicting it, 
he managed to secure 11 per cent of 
the vote in last weekend’s election. 

With the 12 seats of Serrano hold-
ing the key, the right-wing parties 
have a majority to remove the PSOE 
from power for the first time. Abas-
cal said this week that he was pre-

pared to work with either the PP or 
Ciudadanos party regardless. He said 
that he had no wish to form part of 
the regional government but has 
laid down conditions for his mem-
bers’ support in an investiture vote. 

One of these would be the clo-
sure of the regional broadcasting 
company RTVA, which has nearly 
1,500 employees and runs the TV 
station Canal Sur.  

Vox’s policies include the aboli-
tion of regional autonomies and a 

return to a centralised state. They 
want to repeal gender equality leg-
islation, criticising the strength of 
the feminist movement, and repeal 
‘historical memory’ laws that seek 
to investigate events under Franco’s 
regime. They are conservative on 
abortion and pro-family. Some of 
Vox’s more radical ideas have been 
filtered out of its manifesto since it 
was founded in early 2014. Other 
than a few councillors, until last 
Sunday, it has never had serious po-

litical representation. 
While left-wing parties and many 

members of the public called for 
protests and a fight back, claiming 
the party are “fachas” or fascists, 
analysts  have been rushing to ex-
plain where the support came from 
last Sunday. 

Most point to Spain catching up 
with many other countries in hav-
ing a home-grown version of far-
right populism. They agree that its 
rise is down to discontent with the 
traditional parties, that have been 
mired in corruption scandals in re-
cent years. 

Immigration has played a part, say 
some. Vox wants to expel illegal im-
migrants from Spain and build a 
stronger barrier in Spain’s North Af-
rican towns of Ceuta and Melilla. The 
highest vote for Vox last Sunday  was 
30 per cent in the town of El Ejido, 
Almería, with a high immigrant popu-
lation working in the fruit industry.   

A reaction to Catalan separatism 
has also been cited by observers, 
where many feel the PSOE govern-
ment nationally has been too gener-
ous to those involved in the illegal 
independence movement. Analysis 
shows that moderate votes from both 
the left and right wing have been at-
tracted for this reason. 

Analysts link its shock 
rise to worldwide 
trends in populism 
and protests against  
the traditional 
political parties  

Electoral breakthrough for far-right Vox 

Abascal and Serrano celebrate in front of supporters on Sunday. :: EFE

:: ANTONIO M. ROMERO 

MALAGA. The results in Malaga 
threw up a three-party tie. The 
province, which includes the west-
ern and eastern Costa del Sol, the 
city and inland areas, has a total 
of 17 seats in the regional parlia-
ment. On Sunday Malaga voters 
gave the three parties PSOE, PP 
and C’s four seats each, with three 
going to Adelante Andalucía and 
a surprise two to far-right Vox. 

As in the region as a whole the 
Socialists won the most votes 
(24.2%), followed closely by the 
PP (22.6%) and C’s (19.8%). The 
left-wing alliance Adelante Anda-
lucía gained 15.6% and Vox 11.5%. 

The PSOE won the most votes 
in 69 of the 103 municipalities in 
Malaga province (down from 82 
in 2015), although the PP won the 
election in the main Costa towns, 
with the exception of Marbella, 
where the PSOE won 500 votes 
more than the PP, and Malaga city 
where the Socialists gained the 
most votes, followed by Ciuda-
danos, relegating the PP to third 
place. Ciudadanos won more votes 
than any other party in four towns, 
Rincón, Alhaurín de la Torre, 
Manilva and Benalmádena. 

Far-right newcomers Vox gained 
72,455 votes in the province of 
Malaga, their best result in per-
centage terms being in Benahavís, 
with nearly 20% of the total num-
ber of votes.

Results in Malaga 
province reflect 
the regional trend 
as 11% of voters 
turned to Vox

PSOE              4        24.20 

PP                    4        22.60 

C’S                   4        19.80 

AA*                 3        15.64 

VOX                2        11.51 

PACMA          0           2.51

     6       30.11 

     5       28.32 

     2       11.77 

     4       22.48 

     0         0.35 

     0         1.06

20152018
Seats      % voteSeats                  % vote

MALAGA

*In 2015 Podemos and IU combined.

Turnout: 

56.6%

PSOE PP AA C’S VOX
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King emeritus, Juan 
Carlos, has been given a 
central role in a week 
when both constitutional 
successes and challenges 
have been at the fore  

:: SUR 

MADRID. The Constitution Day pub-
lic holiday yesterday, 6 December, 
took on special significance as the 
country marked the 40th anniver-
sary of the referendum that approved 
the shape of democracy in Spain af-
ter General Franco’s dictatorship.  

On 6 December  1978, three years 
after Franco’s death, Spain voted 92 
per cent in favour of its new consti-
tution, a document with 169 arti-
cles that, among many other things, 
enshrined the monarch as head of 
state and ushered in the system of 
devolved regional governments. 

This year’s annual commemora-
tion has seen additional events and 
ceremonies taking place across the 
country. On Tuesday in Madrid, the 
king emeritus, King Juan Carlos, 
and Queen Sofía, opened a special 
exhibition dedicated to the Consti-
tution. Juan Carlos, 80, who abdi-
cated in 2014, was central to the 
transition to democracy. There was 
relief from some parts that he was 
being given a central role in the cele-
brations, after he had controversially 
been left out of last year’s ceremony 
marking 40 years since the first post-
Franco parliamentary election. 

Speaking about his father this 
week, Felipe VI said the retired mon-
arch was  “witness and direct par-
ticipant” in the “deep and decisive 
transformation” since 1978 in Spain. 

Yesterday (Thursday) politicians 

and dignitaries, including the royal 
family, attended a ceremony in par-
liament. In his speech, King Felipe 
said that the Constitution was the 
“living soul of democracy” and the 
“great pact of coexistence” among 
the people of Spain. 

Challenges 
Observers have also commented 
this week on the increased chal-
lenges to the constitutional status 
quo, including the Catalan separa-
tist question and the irony of the 
anniversary falling in the week that  
the anti-constitutional Vox party, 
which seeks to abolish regional 
autonomy, made its first political 
breakthrough in Andalucía.   

Spain marks 40th anniversary of referendum that 
approved the post-Franco democratic constitution

Prime minister Pedro Sánchez, Queen Sofía, King Juan Carlos, Princess Leonor, Infanta Sofía, Queen Letizia and King Felipe on Thursday. :: AFP

:: SUR 

MADRID. People in Madrid have 
been getting used to strict new re-
strictions on traffic entering the 
centre of the capital this week.  

In an echo of other schemes in 
large cities to control vehicles and 
pollution, the scheme, called Ma-
drid Central, kicked off last Friday 
and immediately created traffic 
chaos as drivers got used to the new 
rules. 

Under the city-hall-run scheme, 
only residents and authorised guests’ 

vehicles can enter a large central 
area unless they are electric or hy-
brid. Until 2020 diesel and petrol 
cars can enter the zone providing 
they are going to a public car park. 
Public transport, taxis, motorcycles 
and delivery companies can also still 
enter.      

After a first day of chaos on Fri-
day, traffic flow was smoother by 
Monday this week with council of-
ficials tentatively reporting a de-
crease in vehicles entering the cen-
tre and only a slight increase on 
outer roads, including the busy MA-
30 inner ring motorway.  

Increased air pollution, caused by 
high pressure,  has forced a reduc-
tion in speed limits on Madrid’s main 
access motorways this week as well.

Early success for strict new 
congestion scheme in Madrid 

New road markings. :: AFP

Events were held for children. :: EFE The opening of the exhibition in Madrid on Tuesday. :: EFE

SPAIN

IN BRIEF

Mountain tragedy in  
the Sierra Nevada 

GRANADA 
:: EFE.  A 38-year-old man from 
Darro, in Granada province, died 
last Saturday after falling some 
200 metres while mountaineer-
ing in the area of the Sierra Ne-
vada mountains known as El Cor-
ral del Veleta. Guardia Civil and 
emergency services were alerted 
by other mountaineers in     
the area. 

The dead man was abseiling on 
a slope that was reportedly cov-
ered in a layer of ice. The Guardia 
Civil’s mountain rescue team, 
Sereim, was immediately sum-
moned as well as medical serv-
ices via helicopter, removing the 
man’s body to Granada city. 

Staff at the Sierra Nevada 
mountain park had warned of the 
dangerous conditions because of 
ice in the upper reaches of the 
mountains. 

‘La Manada’ sexual 
abuse sentence upheld 

PAMPLONA 
:: SUR. A senior court in Pamplona  
has upheld a controversial judg-
ment against five men from Seville 
who were found guilty of the 
group sexual abuse of a young 
woman during the San Fermín 
bull-running festival in 2016. 

The on-going case of the five 
friends, who nicknamed themselves 
‘La Manada’, (the pack), has been 
high-profile nationally, not only 
for the graphic details published, 
but also for the fine legal distinc-
tion between sexual aggression and 
the lesser charge of sexual abuse. 

The panel of judges reviewing 
the first verdict confirmed the nine-
year sentence, but two of the five 
supported 14 years for aggression. 
The new ruling will be appealed by 
both sides in the Supreme Court. 

The government has said it will 
clarify the law for the future.  
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Nine have been arrested in 
connection with the 
murder of ‘El Maradona’ 
and another person shot 
dead in Estepona  

:: ÁLVARO FRÍAS / JUAN CANO 

MALAGA. The National Police, in 
collaboration with police in Sweden, 
have brought down a Swedish gang 
of hired killers linked to two murders 
on the Costa del Sol. 

Nine people aged between 24 
and 64 - four in Sweden and five in 
Malaga- were arrested last week as 
part of ‘Operación Rueda’, which 
started after a gym in San Pedro 
Alcántara and a beach bar in Este-
pona were set on fire. 

The seven men and two women 
are suspected of murder, belonging 
to an organised crime group and fal-
sifying documents. 

They are considered to be respon-
sible for the killing on 12 May of ‘El 
Maradona’, who was linked to the 
aforementioned gym and beach bar. 
He was shot as he left a church in San 
Pedro Alcántara following his son’s 
communion and the killer fled the 
scene in a car. 

The second killing was on 20 
August in the El Campanario area of 

Estepona. ‘Zocato’ was shot dead as 
he arrived back home in the early 
hours of the morning by an individ-
ual who fled the scene on a bicycle. 

From the beginning, investiga-
tors considered that both killings 
were related to the settling of scores, 
linked to the world of drug traffick-
ing. Investigations then found that 
the same gang of hitmen was be-
hind both attacks. 

This gang, they found, was led by 
two pairs of brothers, aged between 

21 and 26, and consisted mainly of 
Swedes and Danes. They came to the 
Costa del Sol from the Malmö area of 
Sweden, attracted by the increasing 
demand for such services. 

Though they specialise in score-
settling, the gang also dealt in debt 
collection, extortion and drug traf-
ficking. 

Raids on nine properties also took 
place as part of the operation and three 
luxury watches were seized - one was 
worth a quarter of a million euros.

Swedish gang responsible for two 
Costa murders is brought down

:: Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO 

MALAGA. A 20-year-old woman 
of north African origin has been re-
manded in custody after her one-
and-a-half-year-old baby was found 
dead in her apartment. 

Police were called to the scene in 
Malaga city centre last Friday in re-
sponse to complaints about two 
women arguing in the street. When 
they arrived, just one woman was 
there and she showed them where 
the other, her sister, was living. 

On entering the apartment, of-
ficers found the body of the baby 
who appeared to have died days ear-

lier. The woman’s sister, the mother 
of the child, was located by police 
hours later. She is being held in 
prison while police await the final 
conclusions of the autopsy to estab-
lish whether an injury on the baby’s 
body was the cause of death. 

The mother is known to police 
because, as a victim of gender vio-
lence, she had been placed under 
special protection. Officers had not 
been able to locate her for several 
months, however. 

According to friends, the mother 
had told them that her baby was 
in the care of a professional.

Mother sent to prison after 
her one-year-old baby is 
found dead in her apartment

:: FERNANDO TORRES / EFE 

ARCHIDONA. Two people died 
after their vehicle was involved in 
a head-on collision with a lorry on 
Tuesday. The car had been travel-
ling in the wrong direction down 
the A-92 in the Archidona area.  

The accident occurred at around 
4.15pm by the plaster factory at km5 

on the Granada-bound carriageway. 
A large convoy of emergency serv-

ices vehicles was dispatched to the 
scene, causing a tailback of a kilo-
metre and a half for several hours. 

According to sources, the victims 
were an elderly couple who had 
been driving the wrong way for 
around three kilometres. 

In the early hours of Sunday 
morning another driver was stopped 
after travelling more than ten kilo-
metres in the wrong direction on 
the AP-7 between La Cala de Mijas 
and Churriana. The driver was ar-
rested and fortunately there were 
no accidents as a result.

Two die in collision 
with a lorry after 
driving the wrong 
way on the A-92

Police carry out one of the arrests. :: SUR
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:: TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. The Asociación 
Benalmádena Atención Discapaci-
dad (ABAD) participated in the In-
ternational Day of Disabled Persons 
on Monday. The local charity in-
stalled an information table in Ar-
royo de La Miel to raise sponsorship 
for a new care centre. 

The stand was visited by the 

town’s mayor, Víctor Navas, whose 
council has supported the project.  

Vice president of ABAD, Teresa 
Muñoz, endorsed the importance 
of the project by saying, “We need 
more help and resources to provide 
adequate attention to people with 
disabilities. To do this, we want to 
launch a comprehensive disability 
care centre in Benalmádena.”

Campaign for new care centre 
for those with disabilities

The mayor (third right) and volunteers from ABAD on Monday. :: SUR

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

BENALMÁDENA. The athletics 
track and the football pitch at the 
Arroyo de la Miel municipal sports 
centre will reopen to the public at 
the start of 2019. This is according 
to Benalmádena mayor Víctor Na-
vas who on Monday visited the site 
alongside Sports councillor, Joaquín 
Villazón. 

Navas said that the works were 
at an advanced stage, with the “state-
of-the-art” artificial turf already in-
stalled and the improvements to 
the athletics track surface nearing 
completion. 

The football pitch’s grass is being 
replaced by synthetic turf in order to 
allow for the town’s teams to train 
on it for longer and also to cut down 
on maintenance and water costs. 

The athletics track, installed in 
1984, has reached the end of its life-
span and requires a complete over-
haul. The new track will have 12mm 
rubber base with a 4mm polyure-
thane top layer, double the thickness 
of the existing one. 

The layout of the athletics area will 
also be altered, moving the jumping 
areas to a different part of the com-
plex to allow for a warm-up area. 

These improvements are costing 
1.2 million euros, of which one mil-
lion will be paid by Benalmádena 
town hall and the remain 200,000 
by the Junta de Andalucía regional 
government. The works have an es-

Arroyo de la Miel athletics track and 
football pitch to reopen in the new year
The refurbishment has 
cost a total of 1.2 million 
euros and has seen the 
turf replaced by an 
artificial surface and the 
Tartan restored

timated completion time of four 
months so it is expected that they 
will be ready to use early in the new 
year. However, according to Villazón, 
the intention is to “improve other 
tracks that also need work”. 

The Sports councillor said that “ex-
cellent work” was being done and 
that despite spending limitations be-
ing imposed, “the council has been 
able to develop a spending plan which 
has allowed us to renovate our sport-
ing installations for the first time in 
three decades”. 

Works have already been carried 
out at the Ramón Rico and Retamar 
sports facilities, the councillor pointed 
out. “We will continue working to 
ensure that Benalmádena continues 
to be a benchmark for sport in the 
province.”Work on the pitch is complete. :: I. GELIBTER

Developers celebrate 
phase two of project 

MIJAS 
:: SUR IN ENGLISH. The mayor 
of Mijas, Juan Carlos Maldonado, 
was among more than 100 guests 
at the recent Buena Vista Hills 
Christmas party which coincided 
with the start of the second phase 
of the development.  

Buena Vista Hills, one of the 
many collaborators at Expo Costa 
del Sol, is a turnkey villa project 
located in a private community 
by the name of Urbanización 
Buena Vista in Mijas, with pano-
ramic sea and mountain views.  

“Thank you very much for the 
interest and energy you invest 
in Mijas,” the mayor told the de-
velopers at the event. “We are 
proud of this invitation as it really 
means a lot to us, because you 
are in line with what we want 
for Mijas: an ideal place to live 
where there is sustainable urban 
planning.” 

Informative talk for 
Torremolinos expats 

TORREMOLINOS 
::  T. B. The Foreigners Depart-
ment of Torremolinos town hall 
is to host an informative talk in 
the Pablo Ruiz Picasso cultural 
centre on Wednesday 12 Decem-
ber at 7pm. 

The meeting, chaired by coun-
cillor for Foreign Residents, Aida 
Blanes, will focus on the bene-
fits of registering on the electoral 
census and obtaining residency. 

Staff from the office for for-
eign residents will be on hand 
to answer questions  in Spanish 
and English during a wine re-
ception after the talk. 

HERE AND THERE

Torremolinos lights up 
for Christmas 

TORREMOLINOS 
:: T. B. Torremolinos will switch 
on its Christmas lights in the Plaza 
Costa del Sol tonight (Friday). 

The festivities will begin at 
5pm, when several musical 
shows will be staged in the 
square. The town’s mayor, José 
Ortiz, will perform the switch-
ing-on ceremony at 8pm. 

This will be followed by a 
concert by Nalaya Brown, a for-
mer participant of La Voz, the 
popular television talent show.   

The inauguration of the new 
boulevard, planned for this 
week, will now take place in 
January.

The mayor (l) at the event. :: SUR

The Nuevo Futuro 
market opened in the 
Malaga congress centre 
on Thursday and runs 
until Sunday 

:: ANA PÉREZ BRYAN 

MALAGA. Malaga’s Palacio de 
Congresos y Ferias is playing host 
this holiday weekend to the 
Nuevo Futuro market, a fund-
raiser for the around 50 children 
deprived of a family life across 
eight homes in the provincial 
capital. 

Entrance to the congress cen-
tre costs two euros and visitors will 
be able to browse the around 30 
stalls offering clothing, handicrafts 
or Christmas presents. 

There will also be a number of 
special events taking place each 
day including food tastings, con-

certs and shows and there will be 
an array of food options available.  

Proceeds from the event will go 
to the Nuevo Futuro association 
whose mission is to ensure that 
all children have a roof over their 
heads and access to education. 

Doors open daily until Sunday 
from 11am to 9pm.

Market to raise funds to give 
children a second chance 

A previous event. :: F. SILVA
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A further eight Spanish 
regions and seven other 
European countries have 
also been recognised for 
continuing to use the 
centuries-old technique  

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

AXARQUÍA. The United Nations 
Education, Science and Culture Or-
ganisation, Unesco, has added the 
Axarquía’s dry stone walls onto its 
list of the world’s intangible heri-
tage of humanity, under the title, 
“Art of dry stone walling, knowl-
edge and techniques”. 

A further eight Spanish regions 
have also been added to the same 
list: Aragón, Asturias, Balearics, Ca-
naries, Catalonia, Extremadura, 
Galicia and Valencia, as well as seven 
other European countries (Croatia, 
Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Slove-
nia and Switzerland).  

The UN cultural organisation said 
in a statement that the art had been 
included on the list because “these 
structures don’t harm the environ-
ment and  are an example of har-
mony between human beings and 
nature”. 

The centuries-old tradition of dry-

stone walling is still used in the Ax-
arquía to prevent erosion and land-
slides on hillsides used for the cul-
tivation of traditional crops, includ-
ing olives, grapes and cereals, but 
is, according to environmental as-
sociation, Gena-Ecologistas en Ac-

ción, a dying tradition.  
The subtropical fruit growing sec-

tor does not use dry stone walls, 
which, according to the environ-
mentalists, collect rainwater more 
effectively and provide a natural ir-
rigation system.

The Axarquía’s dry stone walls 
added to Unesco heritage list

Traditional dry stone walls in the Axarquía. :: SUR

Lux Mundi appeals for 
Christmas donations 

TORRE DEL MAR 
:: J. R. Lux Mundi Torre del Mar has 
sent out an appeal to raise money 
for sleeping bags to give to home-
less people in the area as well as for 
bags of Christmas goods for fami-
lies in need, through the Málaga 
Acoge association. 

The centre’s aim is to raise 700 
euros to buy 35 sleeping bags which 

volunteers plan to give to people 
attending a special Christmas lunch 
on 3 January. The lunch is being 
funded by the local Lions Club. 

Lux Mundi has also said that 
they are hoping to raise a further 
400 euros for the Málaga Acoge 
Christmas goods bags, which nor-
mally include sweets and a small 
toy for children.   

Donations can be given to recep-
tion at both Torre del Mar and Fuen-
girola. For further information visit 
www.lux-mundi.org

HERE AND THERE

The rock has been removed. :: SUR

Town hall aims to raise 
money through land sale 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 
:: E. C. Vélez-Málaga town hall has 
announced plans to auction 31 plots 
of land in the town. Earlier this year 
it sold off two of the original 33 plots. 
The land in question can be used for 
residential or industrial purposes. Val-
ues are between 13,000 and 700,000 
euros and sizes range from 100 to 
7,000 square metres. The council 
hopes to raise 4.6 million euros 
through the sale.

N-340 reopens two 
weeks after landslide 

TORROX 
: :  E. C. The section of the N-340 
coastal road which was closed two 
weeks ago, following a landslide, re-
opened on Wednesday.  

Emergency work to secure the 
rockface and install a safety fence in 
the area started immediately after 
the landslide, which resulted in a large 
rock falling onto the road near the 
Calaceite  area to the east of Torrox 
Costa in November.

:: E. CABEZAS 

TORROX. The strike planned by 
Torrox’s street cleaning company, 
to coincide with the annual Día 
de las Migas celebrations on 16 
December, looks likely to be can-
celled, thanks to an agreement 
between the town hall and un-
ions representing the company. 

The initial agreement was 
reached during a meeting last 
Friday at which the town hall 
said it would meet employees’ 
demands of a six per cent pay 
rise this year and a further 2.5 
per cent rise in 2019. Council-
lors also agreed to a two-day 
weekend for cleaning staff, in-
stead of the current one day. 

The company has said that it 
will not officially cancel the 
strike until it has the agreement 
in writing, which Torrox mayor, 
Óscar Medina, has said will come 
after a final meeting which is 
due to take place on Monday. 

The salary increase and extra 
day off a week means that the 
town hall will have to find an 
additional 20 per cent in its an-
nual budget to finance the 
agreement.  

Torrox cleaning 
company strike 
set to be cancelled 
after town tall 
agrees to pay rise

:: E. CABEZAS 

TORROX. Local police, hunters 
and other officers spent almost 
two hours on Wednesday morn-
ing trying to capture a young wild 
boar in Torrox town centre. The 
animal, which according to 
sources was around three years 
old, was first spotted by residents 
in the El Pontil and La Cebadilla 
areas of the old town. Once 
caught, it was released in an area 
of countryside outside the town 
centre. According to sources, wild 
boar are a common sight around 
the Torrox river but they rarely 
enter populated areas. 

Wild boar keeps 
local police and 
hunters occupied 
for two hours in 
town-centre chase

The wild boar in Torrox. :: SUR
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MARBELLA LIGHTS IN PICTURES

The street parade on Ricardo Soriano, Marbella. :: J-LANZA

Lighting up the Costa
Christmas lights went on in Marbella 
and San Pedro Alcántara last Friday 
night in a festive atmosphere that in-
cluded colourful street parades. The 

giant bauble in the Marqués del Duero 
(San Pedro) comes to life every day 
at 6.30pm and 8.30pm for a music 
and light show, alongside vertical fea-

tures that create an illuminated “for-
est”. On Wednesday it snowed, with 
the help of cannons, in Marbella’s old 
town to welcome Santa Claus. Snow in Marbella’s old town on Wednesday. :: JOSELE-LANZA

The giant bauble in San Pedro Alcántara. :: JOSELE-LANZA
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A separate heliport in 
Marbella and another 
farm, also once belonging 
to Juan Antonio Roca, 
were valued at 2.7 million 

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA. The large property  
once belonging to the mastermind 
of Marbella council’s huge corrup-
tion scandal over ten years ago has 
been revalued at five million euros.  

Finca La Caridad, in El Potril, near 
San Pedro, is a 20-acre (81,500 
square-metre) farm that was home 
to Juan Antonio Roca, former town-
planning head who was sentenced 
in the Operación Malaya trials. 

Up to now the property has been 
on sale for eight million euros on a 
website set up by the court to sell 
off  Roca’s assets and recover the 
civil damages he needs to pay back 

to the town hall. However the farm 
has not sold, and now the council 
wants to take it over directly and 
use it for sports and leisure purposes.  

The valuation has dropped due 
to ongoing planning complications 

with the town’s PGOU master town 
plan. Some outbuildings were also 
illegally built.  

A separate heliport in Marbella 
and another farm, both once Roca’s, 
have been valued at 2.7 million euros. 

Corruption boss’s farm valued at 5m 
euros as town hall asks to take over 

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. Resurfacing roads, 
landscaping and upgrading street 
lighting is among work recently 
carried out by Estepona council in 
the Costa Galera area in the west  
of the municipality. 

The work was carried out at no 
cost to local residents or the town 
hall, as the council used the money 

from the original developer’s bank 
guarantee, set up if it failed to ful-
fill its obligations to properly fin-
ish the new area and cashed by the 
town hall a long time ago.  

Announcing that the work in 
Costa Galera is now complete, the 
town hall said it would make sure 
all developers kept their promises 
when building new areas.  

Costa Galera roads spruced 
up using developer’s money

The farm is located outside San Pedro Alcántara. :: JOSELE-LANZA

The landscaped area at Costa Galera. :: C.M.
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MALAGA LIGHTS IN PICTURES

Thousands turned out for the big switch-on. :: ÑITO SALAS

Inside the tree in Plaza de la Constitución. :: M. FERNÁNDEZ

The Christmas tree outside the cathedral. :: ÑITO SALAS

The lights on 
Calle Larios.  

:: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

Christmas magic

Thousands packed into Malaga 
city centre last Friday evening to 
witness the festive switching-on 
of the Christmas lights. The “tun-

nel” in Calle Larios now comes to 
life every evening at 6.30, 8 and 
9pm as its lights dance to music 
by Café Quijano, Ronda Venezi-

ano and Raúl Charlo. The show 
continues until 6 January. The 
municipal “Belén” (nativity scene) 
is now open in the City Hall.

The city’s festive  display was switched on last Friday
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Volunteers are improving 
the look of the area by 
removing tonnes of 
rubbish from public areas 

:: ASH BOLTON 

MANILVA. A team of foreign resi-
dents are celebrating after clear-
ing 560 kilos of rubbish from 
around Duquesa Port last Satur-
day, 1 December. 

The 11 volunteers spent several 
hours picking up everything from 
plastic bottles and mattresses to rub-
ber dinghies and oil drums. 

Now the group are asking for more 
volunteers to join them on their 
weekly clean-up of the popular tour-
ist resort. 

The latest event saw Brits, Danes, 
and Norwegian locals tackling ne-
glected areas including the port’s car 
park and recycling area, where over 
350 kilos of rubbish was removed. 

Stephen Amore, 52, who organ-
ises the weekly event, told SUR in 
English that since he started the 
group in August they have picked 
up more than six tonnes of rubbish. 

He said: “It’s amazing the amount 
of rubbish that’s out there and I’m 
absolutely astounded by the good 
will of the local people in picking it 
up. 

“People love getting involved and 
it’s good exercise in the sun too.” 

Stephen, who moved to Spain 12 
years ago and is originally from Sur-
rey, said that it all began last July 
when he was fed up of seeing rub-
bish on the seafront while walking 
his dogs. 

He explained: “It was awful. There 
was rubbish everywhere. I set my-
self a target of picking up 1,000 bits 
of litter a week while walking from 
Duquesa Port to Castillo and back - 
and I managed it easily.” 

Like-minded locals started join-
ing Stephen on his weekly litter 
picking expeditions and numbers 
quickly swelled - so he started a Face-

book group, which now has almost 
400 members. 

Stephen, who is a social media 
manager, added that local businesses 
in the port have been supporting 
them by paying for their bin bags, 
gloves and equipment. 

And following their efforts last 
Saturday the international team 
were rewarded with beers from the 
Dolphin Café Bar. 

The Brit added: “Come join us and 
make a difference.” 

For more information on when 
the next clean-up is taking place, 
visit “Acorn” on Facebook.

International clean-up squad 
tackles Duquesa port

The Malaga foodbank 
received a total of 
602,500 kilos of food 
last weekend, 52,500 
more than in 2017  

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. This year the Gran Reco-
gida foodbank campaign collected 
602,500 kilos of food for Malaga’s 
most needy. With 343 supermar-
kets and shopping centres all over 
the province supporting the cause, 
the collection for local foodbank 
Bancosol surpassed its initial goal 
of 600,000 kilos.  

The first day of the campaign,   
last Friday, saw 213,500 kilos col-
lected. However, on Saturday this 
amount was doubled taking this 
year’s total 52,500 kilos ahead of 
the result of the 2017 campaign. 

Silvia Valenzuela and Gema Ruiz, 
both students at the University of 
Malaga, volunteered at La Rosaleda 
shopping centre. They agreed that 
Saturday was by far the most suc-
cessful day for collection. “Some 
people came with cars full of food 
donations,” remarked Valenzuela. 
“It was very touching to see young 
children coming with their parents, 
with donations they had bought 
with their pocket money,” added 
Gema Ruiz.  

Alongside the 4,000 volunteers 
throughout the province, the 501st 
Legion also made an appearance at 
some supermarkets, dressed in their 
Star Wars costumes. Meanwhile 
Daniel Torres, Mister Mundo Es-
paña 2018, was busy as a volunteer 
in Marbella. 

The next step for Bancosol is to 
sort all the food and distribute it, 
via charities, among the needy.

Gran Recogida exceeds 
collection goals 

Members of the 501st Legion help with the Gran Recogida. :: A. P.

The project was 
announced on World 
Environment Day, when 
the company initiated a 
recycling policy for old 
appliances  

:: TONY BRYANT 

CÁRTAMA. An initiative aimed at 
the reforestation of areas in Cár-
tama that have been affected by 
drought, floods or fires has been 

launched by the Worten domestic 
appliance outlet. The company has 
initiated a programme under the 
banner of Bosque Worten, which 
will include the planting of more 
than 400 trees in the Hacienda de 
Mellado ecological reserve, an area 
badly damaged by drought. 

The project was announced on 
World Environment Day last June, 
when the company initiated a recy-
cling policy for old appliances that 
had been returned to secure a re-
duction on a new purchase.    

The Mayor of Cártama, Jorge Gal-
lardo, met with the Worten execu-
tive director of services and after 
sales, José Faria, in Cártama last 
week, to discuss the next stages of 
the project.  

 “Malaga is a very important area 
for us and for this reason we have 
contributed to the reforestation of 
areas that have suffered greatly be-
cause of the numerous droughts,” 
Faria said during the meeting. 

The company will also launch a 
similar project in Portugal.

Reforestation project in Cártama 
funded by domestic appliance outlet 

José Faria (2nd right), the mayor and volunteers in Cártama. :: SUR

The international rubbish collectors in Duquesa. :: SUR
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BBVA remains at the head of the mobile 
banking sector at a worldwide level for the 
second year in a row. Independent mar-
ket research company Forrester Research 
has published its report ‘The Forrester 
Banking Wave: Global Mobile Apps Sum-
mary, 2018,’ which names BBVA as the 
very best of the world’s top nine banks 
with mobile banking ‘apps’. This recog-
nition comes just months after the firm 
allotted BBVA the maximum number of 
points for mobile banking in Europe. 
BBVA had already been placed in the top 
spot in the world ranking in 2017, accord-
ing to Forrester Research’s ‘2017 Global 
Mobile Banking Benchmark’ study. 

This year, BBVA stands out from the 
other banks for the ‘magnificent balance’ 
it achieves between a ‘wide range of very 
useful functions’ and an ‘excellent user 
experience’. BBVA clients can carry out 
a large amount of operations via the app, 
with ‘next generation’ functionality, For-
rester Research explains in the report. 

The international market research com-
pany has analysed 42 banks’ apps in 11 
countries all over the world. The analy-
sis focused on functionality and client ex-
perience, and has selected nine banks as 
the world leaders, with BBVA and Garanti 
in first and second place respectively. 

As the report explains, banking apps 
have become the first choice for millions 
of users in the world when it comes to 
managing their finances. Banks therefore 
have to build new experiences in the mo-
bile banking environment, put the client 
at the centre of their activity and place 
tools in their hands that provide them with 
more independence. 

Moreover, the Citi’s 2018 Mobile Bank-
ing Study carried out by Citigroup brings to 
light that 91% of mobile banking users pre-
fer using these tools to having to visit a bank 
branch in person, and almost half of them 
state they have increased their use of their 
banking app over the last year. 

BBVA currently has 25.1 million digital 
clients (26% more than a year ago), of which 
20.7 million are mobile clients. In Spain 
the number of digital clients comes to a to-
tal of 4.6 million, 3.6 million of which are 

mobile clients. 
“Obtaining the highest place on the rank-

ing for the second consecutive year shows 
that we manage to continuously deliver new 
products to our clients that help them to 
make decisions, surprise them and increase 
their loyalty and we do so transparently while 
preserving security, always keeping that as-
pect in mind and working from a base of 
flexible, agile internal organisation along with 
specific tools and digital talent,” explains 

Sofía Rodríguez-Sahagún, director of Digi-
tal Transformation at BBVA Spain. 

With all these reasons in mind it’s hardly 
surprising that BBVA’s App is considered at 
a global level to be a pioneering tool which 
is in constant growth to provide its clients 
with the best service. Not in vain it has been 
the first mobile application on the Spanish 
market to incorporate the new technolo-
gies to provide users with an integral expe-
rience in house-hunting, as well as many 
other innovative products.

WORLD LEADER IN MOBILE 
BANKING ACCORDING TO 
FORRESTER
The independent market research company has focused on functionality and user experience, 
with BBVA standing out among the nine best apps in the world

This recognition for 
BBVA’s App, received for 
the second consecutive 
year, comes after it 
managed to obtain first 
place in digital banking 
at a European level

BBVA’s App has 4.6 
million digital users in 
Spain, of which a total of 
3.6 million are mobile 
clients

Horizonte          

BBVA APP FEATURED 

SERVICES 

In January, after the PSD regu-
lation came into force, BBVA 
launched a new account and 
card aggregation service that 
allows clients to see informa-
tion on financial products 
they have contracted with 
other banks via the same app. 

 
BBVA Bconomy, a tool allow-
ing clients to check their fi-
nancial health, optimise ex-
penditure, improve their sav-
ing capacity or see details of 
their income. 

 
The Immediate Opening serv-
ice, which BBVA launched at 
the end of 2016 to allow cli-
ents to use a selfie to open an 
account in just a few minutes.

 1

 2

 3

The tool employs the latest digital technologies to make procedures easier for its 
clients.:: BBVA

BBVA clients can carry out 
many operations via the 
app, which has ‘next 
generation’ functionality
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Alberto Díaz, Vanesa 
Martín, César Ramírez, 
Maskom and Muelle Uno 
were all recognised at the 
Malagueños del Año 
awards ceremony  

:: DARYL FINCH 

MALAGA. More than a thousand 
people packed into the Palacio de Con-
gresos y Ferias in Malaga on Tuesday 
for the 19th edition of the SUR 
Malagueños del Año awards. 

The event, organised by SUR with 
the collaboration of Unicaja Banco, 
recognised the achievements of some 
of the province’s own, whether indi-
viduals, organisations or businesses. 

For the Sports prize, the first to go 
up to the podium was Unicaja bas-
ketball player Alberto Díaz who at 24 
is already one of the mainstays in the 
national team. Díaz was followed 
onto the stage by Dr César Ramírez, 
winner in Society category. He re-
ceived the award in recognition of his 
career as a surgeon, as well as his chari-

table work in heading up expeditions 
to various developing countries where 
he has helped more than a 1,000 pa-
tients. 

In the Economy and Business sec-

tion, local supermarket chain 
Maskom, which grew out of a small 
deli counter in Malaga and now di-
rectly employs 720 people, won the 
award and the trophy was picked up 

by Sergio Cuberos, its founder. 
The Muelle Uno leisure and shop-

ping area won the Tourism prize for 
its role in the transformation of the 
city’s port area. President Miguel Ro-

dríguez Porras collected the trophy. 
The final winner was singer Vanesa 

Martín, currently one of the most 
popular singers and songwriters Span-
ish-speaking world. Despite a busy 
tour schedule, Martín said that she 
always relishes returning to her home 
town as it is “open, cosmopolitan, at 
the forefront of culture, warm and 
welcoming”. 

Guests, who included leading fig-
ures in Malaga’s political, business 
and social circles, as well as Malaga 
CF president Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Thani, were welcomed to the event 
by SUR editor-in-chief Manuel Cas-
tillo, who in turn introduced the prize-
winners. 

Provincial government head Elías 
Bendodo and central government 
delegate for Malaga, María Gámez 
also spoke, before a closing speech by 
city mayor Francisco de la Torre. He 
passed on his best wishes to the PP 
candidate to lead the Junta regional 
government, Juanma Moreno, also 
among the audience, whom he de-
scribed as the “Malagueño of the 
week”.

SUR recognises Malaga’s brightest and best

Prize winners (left to right) Díaz, Ramírez, Cuberos, Martín and Rodríguez Porras, flanked by Manuel 
Azuaga, Unicaja Banco president (far left), and Manuel Castillo (right), SUR editor-in-chief. :: SALVADOR SALAS

:: TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. The Cudeca 
Foundation has announced that the 
traditional Christmas Light a Light 
memorial celebration will take place 
on Friday 14 December from 6pm.  

The annual switch-on of the 
lights that decorate the Cudeca Hos-
pice in Benalmádena will be carried 
out by its founder, Joan Hunt OBE. 

Joan will be assisted by Medical 
Director Marisa Martín, together 
with more than 200 volunteers, 

friends and employees. 
The decorative Christmas lights 

of the hospice are a personal trib-
ute and, as in previous years, they 
will continue to shine until 6 
January. 

The event will include a perform-
ance by the Sunny View College 
Choir, who will sing a selection of 
festive classics. 

There will also be  a prize raffle, 
home-cooked Christmas delicacies, 
children’s activities, carol singing 
and a chance to take part in the spe-
cial Christmas lottery. 

A dedication to a loved one, which 
costs ten euros, can be made on the 
night of the event, or online 
(www.lightupcudeca.org).  

The dedication will figure in the 
Light a Light book, which will be 
displayed in the reception of the 
Cudeca Hospice.

Cudeca hospice to 
light up for 
Christmas in 
memory of lost 
loved ones 

More than 125 clients, carers 
and guests attended the Age 
Care Christmas lunch on 
Wednesday at the Tamisa Golf 
Hotel. President Syd Weldon 
thanked all the welfare and 
shop volunteers for their in-
valuable help, before a tradi-
tional Christmas lunch was 
served. Entertainment was 
provided by Martin Joseph of 
The Rat Pack and Mania Per-
formers, a local group of  
singers and dancers.

PLENTY OF 

FESTIVE SPIRIT TO 

GO ROUND AT 

AGE CARE LUNCH

:: SUR
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NEWS22 GIBRALTAR

The former serviceman, 
who lost a leg in an 
accident, plans to row 
single-handed and 
unsupported across the 
Atlantic to South America 

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Lee Spencer, known 
as ‘The Rowing Marine’, is back in 
Gibraltar to prepare for his latest chal-
lenge. On Wednesday 12 December 
this former Royal Marine plans to 
set off from the Rock and row 3,800 
nautical miles, solo and unsupported, 
to South America. 

He aims to become the first physi-
cally disabled person in the world to 
row the Atlantic, east to west, and 
beat the current able-bodied record 
which is held by Stein Hoff of 96 
days, 12 hours and 45 minutes. Lee 
hopes to be able to complete the feat 
in 60 to 70 days, but is taking sup-
plies for 90 days just in case. 

Lee, who was in the Royal Marines 
for 24 years and served in Afghani-
stan, lost a leg when he was off duty 
and went to help a motorist on the 
M3 in 2014. On this epic journey of 
extraordinary physical and mental 
endurance, he will battle 30-foot 
waves, sleep deprivation, extreme 

fatigue, fear and solitude, but he will 
be keeping wounded servicemen and 
women in people’s hearts and minds 
and raising money for the Royal Ma-
rines Charity and the Endeavour 
Fund at the same time. 

He is looking forward to Wednes-
day: “I just want to get in the boat 
now! I’ve done this before, when I 
rowed across the Atlantic with a team 
in 2015, so I know what’s ahead of 
me. But I still can’t think about the 
whole thing, I am just going to take 

it day by day and be in the moment. 
I’m looking forward to reaching the 
other side, seeing my wife and show-
ing people that we’re all capable of 
achieving anything we put our minds 
to. Nobody should be defined by dis-
ability,” he says.  

Further information can be ob-
tained from Lee’s website www.lee-
spencer.co.uk 

To donate to his cause, visit: 
u k . v i r g i n m o n e y g i v -
ing.com/LeeJSpencer

Lee Spencer, ‘The Rowing Marine’, 
sets off on an epic challenge

:: D. BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Anyone who wants 
to get into the festive party spirit 
can do so in Casemates Square next 
Saturday, 15 December, when this 
year’s Winter Party in Town event 
takes place.  

The celebrations begin at 4pm, 
and are aimed at all the family. The 
theme is ‘remembering the 90s’, 
and there will be live music and 
dance, headlined by  internation-
ally renowned top 90s original act 
Corona, otherwise known as the 
‘Queen of Dance’, supported by one 
of Europe’s best Michael Jackson 
tribute acts.  

Other performances include lo-

cal upcoming four-piece band 24 
Seven and local DJs Anthony Byrne 
and No Limit Entertainment, danc-
ing from the Yalta Dance Studio and 
Danza Academy, and, to enhance 
the Christmas ambience, the Gibral-
tar Sea Scouts Pipe Band will also 
play Christmas carols.  

Santa will be there, in his 
Grotto from 4.30pm, and the 
younger members of the family, 
can also enjoy face-painting, 
bouncy castles and special appear-
ances by various Disney and Mar-
vel/DC characters.  

Food and drink stands will be 
available while the party takes 
place. 

Gib prepares for its Winter 
Party in Town next weekend

:: D. B. 
GIBRALTAR. Easyjet has begun 
its twice-weekly service between 
Luton and Gibraltar. The flights 
run on Tuesdays and Saturdays 
and will continue year-round.  

This is the airline’s fourth des-
tination from Gibraltar, after Lon-
don Gatwick, Bristol and Man-
chester.  

Ali Gayward, Easyjet’s UK 
manager, said this week that the 
affordable fares and flight time 
of just over two and a half hours, 
make these services popular with 
business and leisure travellers.  

After the arrival of the first Easy-
jet flight from Luton on Tuesday, 
Tourism Minister  Gilbert Licudi, 
said the new service for travellers 
from the north London region and 
beyond is “warmly welcome”. 

Year-round Easyjet 
flights are now 
operating between 
Gibraltar and 
London Luton 

Lee Spencer is preparing for his epic challenge. :: OCEAN VILLAGE GIBRALTAR
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T
he success of far-right 
Vox and centre-right Ciu-
dadanos in the Andalu-
sian elections on Sunday 

has given Spanish prime minister 
Pedro Sánchez an idea. Although 
his party, the Socialist PSOE, has 
lost control of a region it has 
dominated for decades, Sánchez 
has nevertheless spotted an op-
portunity, saying on Tuesday that 
he’ll present his 2019 budget to 
parliament for a vote in January. 
It’ll be absurdly late by then, but 
you can see the strategy behind 
his decision. Sort of.  

The PSOE leader is hoping that 
the gains made by Vox and Ciuda-
danos, both of which are firmly 
opposed to Catalonian secession, 
will make Catalan separatist par-
ties more willing to compromise, 
and thus to vote for his spending 

plan. Without their support - hith-
erto withheld because of his re-
fusal to concede anything to Cata-
lonia’s secessionists -  Sánchez’s 
economic proposals for 2019 will 
be stalled. It’s quite a gamble, one 
that also tells us that the prime 
minister has no intention of call-
ing early national elections.    

One party that certainly 
wouldn’t back the Socialist’s 
budget, if they had seats in the na-

tional parliament (which they 
may well have before long), is 
Vox. The far right group, founded 
in 2014 by former members of the 
Conservative Popular Party, has 
announced a 100-point plan for 
Spain featuring economic policies 
diametrically opposed to the 
PSOE’s. For example: Sánchez is 
for higher taxes, especially on cor-
porations, whereas Vox’s stance 
on tax is “the lower, the better”. 

The latter party proposes a blan-
ket income tax rate of 21%, lower 
corporation and property taxes, 
and the eradication of estate, in-
heritance and capital gains taxes.   

This is classic right-wing eco-
nomic policy - anathema, in other 
words, to Spain’s leftist parties 
and their voters. Yet there won’t 
be many of the younger genera-
tion of Spaniards - those who 
have propelled Ciudadanos and 
their left wing counterpart, Po-
demos, to power - that wouldn’t 
agree with Vox’s proposals on 
how to deal with corrupt, profli-
gate politicians.  

The far-right newcomer wants 
to “cut back on wasteful spend-
ing” among ministers by including 
it as an offence in the criminal 
code. It also proposes tougher 
measures on corruption among 

the political class and the banning 
of government pardons. The small 
print of such policies is still fuzzy, 
with “wasteful spending” yet to 
be defined; but it’s precisely such 
proposals that account for some of 
Vox’s success in Andalucía on Sun-
day. Spaniards are sick and tired of 
politicians squandering taxpayers’ 
money, and Vox is tapping that 
vein of discontent.  

Whether or not the party’s re-
cent success will push Catalan 
separatists into the arms of the So-
cialists come January remains to 
be seen. But between now and 
then, Sánchez also has to think 
about what will happen if this far-
right upstart becomes a presence 
in the national parliament. If (or, 
most likely, when) it does, leftist 
spending plans will face their 
staunchest opponents to date.  

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

WHAT IF?

The analysis by Spanish 
trade association, Círculo 
Fortuny, predicts a 
doubling of top-end 
demand by 2025, mostly 
from foreign tourists  

:: SUR 

MADRID.  Sales of top-brand goods, 
expensive cars and high-end fash-
ion and jewellery rose last year, ac-
cording to data just released. The 
luxury goods market in Spain sold 
9.2 billion euros in 2017, a 9% in-
crease on a year earlier and almost 
double the 5% increase worldwide. 

The increase is being explained 
on a surge in foreign tourists vis-
iting the country specifically for 
cultural or retail tourism and es-
pecially the Chinese. Around 80% 
of purchases of these types of goods 
in Spain was down to visitors from 
other countries, says the survey, 
and over a third of this amount was 
made up of tourists from China.  

At the moment, only 4% of Chi-
nese visitors to Europe come            
to Spain, according to the analysis 
from Círculo Fortuny, an                  
association of providers of luxury 
goods and services. The Chinese 
market is therefore viewed as     

having huge potential for the fu-
ture, it says.    

Strong start in 2018    
Círculo Fortuny also reported that 
in the first three months of this 
year the luxury market grew be-
tween 2% and 4%, depending on 
the type of product. The profile of 
purchaser is also getting younger.  

The association is predicting that 
the luxury goods and services sec-
tor  in Spain will be worth 21 bil-

lion euros by 2025, more than dou-
bling. National consumers will con-
tinue making up just 15-20%, with 
their interest focused on beauty 
products and jewellery. Some 80% 
of luxury sales are in Madrid and 
Barcelona, the data reveals.  

A further study by consultants 
EY, also published this week, shows  
that the luxury and cosmetic indus-
try sold 435 billion euros in 2017, 
with China and other emerging 
markets driving increased demand.  

Chinese visitors are driving luxury 
goods sales, says industry report 

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA.  Sales of new cars in 
Malaga province, including the 
Costa, dropped significantly in No-
vember. Over the month, 1,895 
were sold, a drop of 16% on the 
same month in 2017, and 2,590 
were registered, a drop of 11%. 

The reason for the fall is being 
explained by two factors. Firstly,  
there were abnormally high fig-
ures in August, when sales were 
brought forward as new European 
standards came in. And, secondly, 
hesitancy caused by central gov-
ernment’s statements about the 
future of diesel cars. 

“It’s caused uncertainty and 

some people have held off the buy-
ing decision, even though we’re 
seeing unbeatable prices and terms 
at the moment,” said Carlos Oliva, 
president of the trade association 
for the car industry in Malaga 
province.  

Rental car sales increase 
The uncertainty has been felt most 
in company car sales as well as ve-
hicles for industrial use. But there 
is good news from the car rental 
sector, which bought more than 
in November last year. 

Local car dealerships still expect 
to see an overall year-on-year rise 
of 7.8% in 2018.

Costa car sales down last 
month amid diesel uncertainty 

:: FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. The Los Patios shop-
ping centre, on the outskirts of 
Malaga by the main road from Tor-
remolinos, has unveiled its new 
look after a 17-million-euro re-

vamp. The well-known shopping 
plaza adjoining the Carrefour store, 
which is the second oldest hyper-
market in Spain, has been rebuilt 
and modernised, say owners Car-
refour Property and Carmila. 

There are now 50 retail units, up 
from 39, and shop sizes are bigger 
overall. New operators have been 
attracted to the redeveloped site, 
including Mayoral, Parfois, a veteri-
nary clinic, a pharmacy, beauty 
shops, a law firm and technology 
repairers. The developers have paid 
special attention to sustainability 
and reduced mobility access.

Carrefour Los 
Patios shopping 
centre unveils new 
look after 17 million 
euros investment 

Luxury goods are mostly sold in Madrid and Barcelona. :: REUTERS

BUSINESS AND FINANCE
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I
t’s possible that I may have 
had some about fifty years 
ago but I really can’t be sure. 
Certainly, as an adult, I’ve 

never been able to countenance 
the idea. Maybe it’s the memory 
of various uncles slumped in arm-
chairs watching Saturday after-
noon wrestling but, whatever the 
reason, the associations are al-
most always rather gloomy. 

Still, needs must where the 
devil drives (whatever that 
means) and so it was that I found 
myself stepping out purposefully 
into the pale December evening 
with only one thing on my mind 
- to buy myself a pair of slippers. 

Slippers! Who’d ever have 
thought it? Part of me was think-
ing, “It’s all over, mate - one 
snugly foot in the grave from here 
on in,” etc. while the other part 
was well aware that padding 
around on freezing tile floors in 
bare feet had caused me to come 

within a whisker of falling quite 
ill a just few days before. The prag-
matic solution, then, was the only 
realistic one on the table. 

To be fair, there were some fan-
tastic comedy Homer Simpson 
beer ones on sale in the shop I’d 
hastily chosen for this reckless 
foray into old age (top tip: never 
go to more than one shop when 
buying anything. What you might 
save in price by walking around 
for hours and hours is entirely 
mitigated by all that time you’ll 
never get back in order to be able 
to indulge in far more interest-
ing and productive pursuits). Any-
way, the Homer option was very 
tempting but, in the end, I de-
cided to go the whole hog and 
seek out the most horrible-look-
ing pair I could find which, cun-
ningly,  would allow me to take 
refuge behind a defensive mask 
of knowing irony if anyone ever 
saw me in them. 

After scanning the shelves for 
a good fifteen seconds or so, my 
ever more desperate gaze even-
tually fell upon just what I was 
looking for - a pair in a brown and 
beige chequered pattern. I took 
them to the counter forthwith, 
refusing to try them on for many 
and various reasons and hurried 
home excitedly for a test drive. 

When I say ‘test drive’, I don’t 
mean for comfort - come on, 
they’re slippers - but rather for 
their most important function: 
sliding across the floor tiles, like 
an annoying child at wedding. Or 
Bruce Springsteen. Sure enough, 
my new acquisition was well up 
to the task - job done. 

It’s early days, but I’m growing 
rather fond of my yucky beige and 
brown slippers and starting to 
wonder why I’d avoided taking 
the plunge for so long. 

By the way, anyone know what 
time the wrestling starts?

Slipper sliding away
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

PACHI

Open letter from the 
ambassador to British 

nationals living in Spain

I wanted to update you on the 
recent developments on our 
exit from the EU. As many of 
you are no doubt aware, on 
Sunday 25 November, there 
was a special European Coun-
cil on Brexit. EU leaders agreed 
the Withdrawal Agreement and 
Political Declaration on the fu-
ture relationship between the 
UK and EU. 

Citizens’ rights is a key part 
of the agreement, so this rep-
resents a big step forward in 
providing certainty for UK na-
tionals living in Spain. As the 
PM said following the Euro-
pean Council, “If you are one 
of the over three million EU 
citizens who has come and 
built your life in the UK - come 
to be our colleagues, our neigh-
bours and our friends - you 
need a deal that guarantees 
your rights. If you are one of 
the almost one million UK na-
tionals living elsewhere in the 
EU, you need the same. This 
deal delivers for you all.” 

The next stage is for the UK 
Parliament to vote on the deal 
the Government has negoti-
ated, which is expected on 11 
December. The European Par-
liament will also vote on the 
agreement. 

If approved, the Withdrawal 
Agreement will secure the 
rights of one million UK na-
tionals living in the EU. It 
means that the 300,000 Brit-
ish people who have chosen to 
make Spain their home have a 
legal guarantee that they will 
be allowed to stay here after 
the UK leaves the EU on 29 
March 2019. 

The Agreement also defines 
the Implementation Period as 
running from 30 March 2019 
and until 31 December 2020.  
All UK nationals lawfully re-
siding in Spain on 31 Decem-
ber 2020 will be covered by the 
Withdrawal Agreement. Un-
der the current rules, UK na-
tionals living in Spain must 
register with the Spanish 
authorities (at the Oficina de 
Extranjeros or at a designated 
local police station) to be le-
gally resident here. Therefore, 
I and the team strongly recom-

mend you ensure you are cor-
rectly registered as a resident, 
as is your current obligation. 
For detailed advice on register-
ing, please see gov.uk/living-
in-spain. We will, of course, 
update our advice if the Span-
ish authorities announce any 
changes to the registration re-
quirements linked to Brexit. 

During the Implementation 
Period, you will be able to visit, 
live and work in the EU broadly 
as you do now. If you want to 
move to a different Member 
State, you will be able to do so 
during the Implementation Pe-
riod. 

UK nationals and their fami-
lies covered by the Agreement 
will continue to have broadly 
the same access to healthcare, 
pensions and other benefits as 
they currently do. And you will 
be able to leave Spain for up to 
five years without losing your 
right to return if you have ac-
quired the relevant residency 
status. If you have any ques-
tions about who is covered by 
the Withdrawal Agreement, 
please see the UK nationals liv-
ing in the EU pages on gov.uk. 

Next steps: 
Make sure you are correctly 

registered with Extranjería 
here in Spain (please see 
gov.uk/living-in-spain) 

Sign up for email alerts to 
stay up to date and find out 
about our outreach events, by 
visiting the Living in Spain 
guide on gov.uk. 

Follow our “Brits in Spain” 
social media channels, includ-
ing on facebook.  

Both the Embassy and our 
network of consulates will con-
tinue with outreach events 
across Spain to answer your 
questions about your rights and 
Brexit, with three events 
planned before Christmas and 
more planned for the new year.  

And we will continue to up-
date you with key information 
in the months ahead. In the 
meantime, I would like to wish 
all British nationals living in 
Spain, a very merry Christmas. 

 
SIMON MANLEY 

BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN

We accept letters by email (surinenglish.su@diariosur.es), post or fax, but they must include identification and 
a telephone number, and be exclusive to SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions 
expressed by contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily reflect those of the 
publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced without written permission from the publishers.

Published by: PRENSA MALAGUEÑA S. A. 
Director General: JOSÉ LUIS ROMERO

Editor in Chief: 
MANUEL CASTILLO 
Publications Director:  
Pedro Luis Gómez 

Editor:  
Rachel Haynes 
Assistant editor:  
Daryl Finch 

Advertising Manager:  
Emma Vera 
Commercial Director:  
Jorge Artero

A
read of the literature 
sent by post to every 
voter by the main po-
litical parties before the 

Andalusian election last weekend 
made you want to vote for them 
all. All four were going to do away 
with corruption, cut down hospi-
tal waiting lists, improve the econ-
omy, education etc. Of course the 
leaflets they use to canvass votes 
don’t tell you how they’re going to 
do it, but all these smiling candi-
dates wanted to make our lives and 
our region better. 

One message that all the groups 
but one were able to offer was 
change. When asked before the 
election in a poll the majority of 
Andalusians questioned said they 

thought a change would be good, 
as having the same party in power 
for more than 40 years was really 
too much. The interviewees then 
went on to say they thought the 
Socialists would stay in power. A 
change would be good, said the peo-
ple, but they weren’t sure who they 
wanted as an alternative. 

Meanwhile though, one party 
that didn’t send shiny propaganda 
to every household was emitting 
signals and symbols that caught 
the attention of some of those un-
decided change-seekers.  

Vox, described as very right wing 
at the best and fascist at the worst, 
managed to touch nerves that 
brought them a success that even 
they had never imagined. 

As a colleague pointed out this 
week, there are not suddenly 
72,000 (the votes gained by Vox) 
fascists who miss the Franco re-
gime in the province of Malaga.  

But there are people who feel 
passionate about the unity of Spain 
(ie. disgusted by any signs of tol-
erance of Catalan secessionists on 
the part of the Socialist govern-
ment) and concerned about immi-
gration. Vox had meanwhile 
adopted the Spanish flag - the one 
that belongs to everyone - as its 
own symbol and made noises about 
building walls, controlling the 
country from within and making 
Spain great again.  

Sound familiar? Wasn’t it talk 
like that that got us in the Brexit 
mess we’re in and allowed Trump 
into the White House? 

In the end the people are likely 
to see their change. Those who 
chose to give the right-wing groups 
(from centre to far) a chance will 
be waiting for promises to be kept. 

Those who remained undecided 
and stayed at home probably wish 
they hadn’t.

The right change?
RACHEL HAYNES

Doctor, I‛m a 
Malaga fan!

Well, the team‛s 
having a bad run  
but it‛s not so  

dramatic 

But I‛m  
also a 

Socialist...

Take  
these  
pills...
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I
 finally managed to catch up 
with Julie Abedin this month, 
two years after I first heard her, 
and Comares-based band Men-

tally Ska’d, play at an Axarquía Ani-
mal Rescue fundraiser in the area. 

This time she was performing 
just with the band’s drummer, Jerry 
Griffith, and guitarist, Andy Walker, 
as Jazzy Jools at La Vaquería in Be-
namargosa for one of the venue’s 
Sunday lunch and live music ses-
sions.  

Julie, 59, only discovered that 
she could sing four years ago when 
she started having guitar lessons 
in the mountain-top village she 
and husband, Ferry, have called 
home for 16 years. “I’d always 
wanted to learn how to play the 
guitar and there are loads of really 
talented musicians in Comares. 
There’s always something going 
on,” says Julie. 

 Just a few months later, Davey 
Hughes, a saxophonist also living 
in Comares who attended the 
weekly jam sessions which had 
come out of the guitar lessons, was 
asked to perform at the village’s 
annual Foreigners’ Day. He accepted 
but informed the mayor that he 
would be playing with his band and 
that Julie was the lead singer.  

“I was terrified. I lost two stone 
with the anxiety,” admits Julie. The 
jam sessions, which had started as 
“the highlight” of her week where 
about to shoot her to local fame. 

Recalling that first concert, Juile 
who is originally from South 
Shields and hasn’t lost any of the 
accent, says, “I was really nervous 
but once I started I found it easy.” 

A new love of music 
The other band members had played 
a lot of Ska and were keen to put a 
group together that would allow 
them to continue to play the genre. 
Julie and Ferry both admit that they 
knew nothing about Ska and hadn’t 
been particularly musical before Ju-
lie got involved with the band.  

“Can you believe I had never 
even been to a music festival?” Ju-
lie exclaims, adding, “I had to learn 
not only about the genre but also 
how to sing it.”  

The couple both say that they 
soon really started to like it and that 
Julie belonging to the band “trans-
formed” their social life. 

The band plays mainly Ska and 
Reggae, which, despite only dis-

covering them four years ago, Ju-
lie performs as if she’s been doing 
it forever. Meanwhile her solo work 
allows her to perform mainly jazz 
numbers and reproduce hits by fe-

male artists; which, she says, is what 
her “Nana used to listen to” and has 
therefore always played an impor-
tant part in her life.  

Julie includes Amy Winehouse, 

Peggy Lee and the Pussycat Dolls 
in her repertoire, to name just a few. 

Six years ago, and quite by coin-
cidence, Julie decided that she 
wanted to have dreadlocks. “I’d al-

ways wanted to have them and I 
decided that if I didn’t do it then I 
would never do it,” she laughs. The 
long blonde dreads, which have dif-
ferent coloured threads woven into 
them, add to the assumption that 
Julie was possibly born singing!  

Julie and Ferry, who is originally 
from Iran, but moved to the UK in 
1975, came to live in Spain 16 years 
ago, having run a successful Bed & 
Breakfast in the North East of Eng-
land. “We wanted to do what we 
were already doing but somewhere 
else,” explains Julie.  

Family 
They still run a rural tourism busi-
ness in Comares, so the singing is a 
“fab hobby” that keeps both of them 
busy. Ferry boasts that he hasn’t 
missed a concert yet and says that he 
is happy to see Julie doing something 
that “makes her happy”. They have 
been married for 38 years and have 
a son and daughter who also both live 
in Spain. Last year the couple became 
grandparents for the first time when 

their son and his wife had a baby. 
Mentally Ska’d, which is made 

up of  Davey Hughes (sax), Matt 
Richards (bass), Jerry Griffith  
(drums) and Ryan Sibley and Andy 
Shepherd (both guitar), have played 
along the Costa del Sol, at Artesanal 
in Malaga’s Muelle Uno and even as 
far away as Gibraltar.  

The band has had a break since 
September and will be back on 9 De-
cember for Comares’s Christmas 
market at the village’s campsite bar, 
complete with the second song that 
they have written themselves, Set 
Me Free, which Julie  reveals is more 
Reggae than Ska. 

Julie is clearly relishing her new-
found hobby and indeed talent. The 
many fans they have in their home 
village, and those they have picked 
up along the coast, will be delighted 
to hear of Mentally Ska’d’s come-
back and that Julie has plans to keep 
singing for many years to come, both 
with the band and as Jazzy Jools.

A talent for singing 
recently discovered

Julie Abedin only discovered she could sing four 
years ago and it was thanks to a plucky fellow 
musician who told the local mayor that he 
was in a  band with her that she made her 
debut. Since then they have performed all 
along the coast

IN THE FRAME

Julie Abedin with Andy Walker and Jerry Griffith. :: JENNIE RHODES

“Can you believe that    
I’d never even been      
to a musical festival 
before?”

JENNIE 
RHODES
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MALAGA. The National Print 
Awards ceremony has just taken place 
at the Marbella Print Museum 
(MGEC), where the winning works 
are now on display, and there was es-
pecially enthusiastic praise from the 
judges for British artist Roderic Stokes. 
His creative genius won him the Pi-
lar Banús Foundation award for his 
work ‘Viendo James Turrell en la tele’ 
(Watching James Turrell on TV).  

Roderic impressed the panel with 
a digital print combined with a relief 
produced in a manual press. The un-
usual and colourful image not only 
won him the 4,000-euro prize, but 
is also being used as the image for 
this year’s edition of the National 
Awards.  

This is not the first time Roderic 
Stokes has won one of these awards, 
but then he can boast a long and suc-
cessful career, which has taken him 
from the UK to Germany and, many 
years ago, brought him to Spain.  

He now lives and works in a con-
verted mill house by the Hozgar-
ganta river in Jimena de la Frontera, 
Cadiz province, which is where I 
went to visit him. The property is 
in the Alcornocales Natural Park, 
a vast area of unspoiled, protected 
countryside. His light and airy stu-
dio has large windows looking out 
upon leafy trees. It seems an idyl-
lic place to work. Is nature and 
greenery important to him? 

“Nature is very important. I have 
spent hours and hours at a time in 
the natural park, drawing, and some 
of my work is a reflection of what is 
around me. My transparent works, 
for example, can be associated with 

the water in rivers,” he says.  
The immediate impact of Roderic 

Stokes’ work, though, is its precision. 
There is nothing slapdash about it. 
Perhaps this is something inherited 
or handed down from his father, who 

owned a small pattern-making com-
pany in the Midlands. He had hoped 
that Roderic would take the com-
pany over but instead he left school 
early, at the age of 15, and went to 
Coventry College of Art, where he 

studied Painting and Sculpture. 
 “We were taught to observe,” he 

says. “Nudes, plants, we were sent 
out to the market in freezing weather 
to hone our powers of observation. 
We had to do 12-hour studies, look-
ing at things with an analytical per-
spective.” That is another factor 
which could have influenced the pre-
cision in his works. 

Roderic moved to London when 
he left art school, and worked in   
commercial design, theatre costume, 
book illustration and fairground art, 
while continuing to experiment with 
painting and sculpture. In 1969, he  
co-founded the Electric Colour Com-
pany with three fellow artists, An-
drew Greaves , Jeffrey Pine and David 
Smith. The company worked on the 
border of fine art and contemporary 

three-dimen-
sional design, 
and won the 
Italian Grand 
Prix for Design 
in 1971 for work 
on Piper aircraft 
customising. In 
1974 Roderic 
began travelling  
in Spain and 
Morocco, and 
eventually set-
tled in Anda-
lucía, where he 
taught until 
1990. He spent 
most of the 
next decade 
working in Co-

logne, Germany, and in 1994 he was 
commissioned to create a large-scale 
architectural illustration for the per-
manent collection of the Romisch 
Germanisches Museum.  

He still works every day, “a bit less 
now that I’m older”. He focuses on 
individual projects for a few months 
at a time: drawing, painting, prints 
and sculpture.  

He says the subjects have to stimu-
late him, and indeed, the results cer-
tainly stimulate all those lucky 
enough to see them. 

Roderic Stokes, who 
has been living in 
Spain for many years, 
is the 2018 winner of 
the Pilar Banús 
Foundation Prize

British artist wins National Print Award

DEBBIE 
BARTLETT

 debbieb.editorial@ymail.com

 Top, the awards 
ceremony at the MGEC. 
Above, Roderic Stokes’ 
winning entry. Left, the 
artist at work. :: JOSELE-

LANZA / SUR
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While ICE and TIMS both 
celebrated their 30th 
birthdays, the brand-new 
Phoenix College held its 
inauguration ceremony 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

TIMS choir 

Anniversary concert 
The International Music Society 
mixed choir recently held a concert 
to celebrate 30 years of choral singing 
on the Costa del Sol. The 
performance took place at the Avanto 
Restaurant in La Cala de Mijas.  

The choir was accompanied by 
Ricky Lavazza and Juliet Williams, 
both well known singers on the 
Costa, who sang Broadway hits such 
as Miss Saigon and Last Night of the 
World. 

After the interval, the Luna Llena 
Duo; Simona Mango, a well-known 
Italian mezzo-soprano; and guitar-
ist Bruce Reynold performed, fol-
lowed by Juliet and Ricky with songs 
from Chicago, Aspects of Love and 
Les Miserables.  

Phoenix College 

Opening celebrations 
Students and teachers came together 
in Malaga recently to celebrate the 
opening of Phoenix College. The 
centre is the first sixth form college 
of its kind on Spanish mainland and 
provides A-Level classes in subjects 
such as Applied Maths, Physics, Ge-
ography and Politics for students 
with a high level of English. Many 
of the students aspire to attend Cam-
bridge, Oxford or other British uni-
versities when they finish school 
and the college is an official UCAS 
centre for the application process. 

La Cala de Mijas Lions  

Christmas fair 
La Cala de Mijas Lions recently 
held a Christmas fair in order to 
raise funds for underprivileged 
families in the community. The 
Stagecoach Performing Arts group, 
Costa Soul singers and A Touch of 
Class entertained the public. 
Stalls, Father Christmas, a fashion 
show, raffles, and a tombola 
helped to raise 3,440 euros. At the 
end of the day, cheques were 
presented to PAWS and The Royal 

British Legion. 

ICE  

ICE turns 30 
Members of ICE (International Club 
of Estepona) celebrated 30 years at a 
special party held at Finca 

Monesterio in San Martín del 
Tesorillo. One of the highlights of 
the event was the production of It’ll 
All Be Over By Christmas in 
commemoration of WWI, where 
members showcased their talents in 
performance. To find out about 

Many reasons to be 
cheerful on the Costa

SOCIETY SCENE

ICE turned 30 with a party. :: SUR

Phoenix College celebrates opening in Malaga city centre. :: SUR

La Cala de Mijas Lions raised 3,440 euros. :: SUR

 What are you up to? 
 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 
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The baritone from Malaga, 
who will be seeing the 
year out in London, wants 
audiences to see 
performers who “don’t 
hold back on energy”  

:: REGINA SOTORRÍO / EFE 

When the audience are in their 
seats, he wants them to see some-
one on stage “who delivers, who 
doesn’t hold back on energy or ef-
fort and who has attitude”. At the 
moment Malaga’s most famous 
baritone, Carlos Álvarez, is once 
again giving all of himself to a char-
acter: until 10 December he is play-
ing Simon Boccanegra at the Royal 
Opera House in London. This is not 
the first time that he has given 
voice to the corsair who became 
the Doge of Genoa, nor is it his first 
time on the iconic London stage, 
but there is something new about 
it: he has never played this role in 
this theatre before.  

The baritone is starring in this 
Verdi opera in a production which 
has a Renaissance air, directed by 
Elijah Moshinsky. Álvarez says it is 
an “absolutely honest” version of 
what the score and the libretto say.   

Although it was first performed 
in Venice in 1857, it was the re-
vised version of 1881 which made 
this a repertory opera after its de-
but at La Scala in Milan, and that 
is the one which is now being per-

formed in London.  
Álvarez insists that sticking to 

tradition doesn’t mean being stale 
or outdated. He believes in “serv-
ing this profession from the point 
of view of tradition” and not up-

setting the public. In his view, the 
innovations in readings of classic 
operas, most of the time, have 
more to do with “personal situa-
tions of the directors who want to 
put some of their own conflicts on 

stage to try to seduce younger audi-
ences”. He, however, believes the 
way to attract new generations is 
to offer them quality performances 
and reasonable ticket prices. In that 
sense, he says ‘Simon Boccanegra’ 
is a “very suitable” work with 
which to continue to enthuse the 
public about opera.  

The conductor on this occasion 
is Hungarian Henrik Nánási, who 
knows the Royal Opera House well 
as he has conducted productions 
such as Salomé, The Barber of Seville 
and Turandot. Playing opposite Car-
los Álvarez is Armenian soprano 
Hrachuhi Bassenz in the role of Boc-
canegra’s daughter; she made her 
successful debut at the Royal Op-
era House two seasons ago. The cast 
is completed by the Italian tenor 
Francesco Meli, Italian bass Ferruc-
cio Furlanetto, American baritone 
Mark Rucker and South African bass 
Simon Shibambu. 

Álvarez will be saying goodbye 
to the present year in London be-
fore facing a 2019 which is already  
filled with commitments all over 
the world, including Malaga. He is 
undaunted at the prospect, con-
vinced that his is not a profession 
to make a living, but “so that peo-
ple can change their state of mind 
and feel better”.  

That is a philosophy that he 
maintains on stage and in his per-
sonal life:  “I nearly always take a 
positive view of what is happen-
ing around me, and if things are 
bad then I try to learn something 
from them,” he says. 

Carlos Álvarez delivers in the role of Simon 
Boccanegra at the Royal Opera House

Carlos Álvarez and soprano Hrachuhi Bassenz.  :: CLIVE BARDA / ROYAL OPERA HOUSE
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:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ / SUR 

ESTEPONA. A two-metre high 
gingerbread house was one of the 
highlights enjoyed by the more 
than 500 visitors who attended 
the Christmas market at the Ho-
tel Kempinski in Estepona last 
weekend.  

Pastry chef Malika Mafdoul had 
the challenge of producing this 
giant sweet construction that 
decorated the hotel’s entrance 
hall. It took her two and a half 
days to bake the gingerbread and 
another three days to put the 
house together. 

The ingredients included 60 ki-

los of flour, 50 kilos of icing sugar, 
30 kilos of honey, 10 kilos of but-
ter, six litres of egg and a kilo and 
a half of cinnamon, ginger and car-
damom. Malika explained how the 
gingerbread bricks were placed on 
a wooden structure and mortared 
together with meringue. 

While guests were unable to eat 
the house itself, biscuits made us-
ing the same recipe were available. 

Visitors were also able to enjoy 
craft stalls and live music provided 
by Choir Andaluz, the choir from 
Colegio San José in Estepona and 
soloists from Sotogrande Interna-
tional School.

The most desirable property 
on the western Costa del Sol

Malika Mafdoul puts the finishing touches to her house. :: C. MÁRQUEZ

WILDLIFE

Animal behaviour is interesting 
to read about, but more interest-
ing if you witness it first hand and 
draw your own conclusions.  

When you live in a very old 
farmhouse, as we do, there are 
many cracks and nooks where 
wildlife chooses to hide away. 
When we moved to our present 
home and replaced the windows, 
the new panes fitted into the 
spaces but needed some filling 
with an edge of mortar and over 
time the mortar cracked leaving 
spaces for wildlife. To our surprise 
we heard chirping, not just an odd 
chirp but an orchestra. Further in-
vestigation showed the chirping 
to come from geckos which, from 
time to time, emerged from their 
cosy home and ran up the outside 
walls with remarkable agility. They 
have pads and hairs on their feet 
which enables them to do this and 
indeed scientists have studied their 
feet to develop strong adhesives. 

Geckos are cold-blooded so do 
not suffer cold but in winter they 
go torpid and only emerge from 
their homes occasionally. 

One night, to our surprise, out 
came the geckos and ran up and 
down our window glass. At first 
we thought they were attracted 
by the light, but geckos are happi-
est in dark places like cracks in 
walls. Maybe they liked the heat 
from the lounge window and the 
wood-burning stove nearby. We 
were fascinated by the actions of 
these beautiful creatures. They in-

habit countries with a warm cli-
mate so maybe it was heat they 
sought. 

Careful study revealed the an-
swer: they were after food. Insects 
are their main diet and insects are 
attracted by light. The geckos found 
a real feast on our windows. 

I remember a few years ago 
when we were in New Zealand  
concern was expressed about the 
annual increase of insects which 
were coming from the uninhab-
ited island of Crusoe. Apparently 
a cargo ship went aground on the 
island in 1949 with a load of fruit 
and vegetables which was 
offloaded to refloat the vessel and 
left lying on the island. Insects ar-
rived to enjoy the rotting food and 
stayed there and spread their hunt-
ing ground. 

A scientist called Mike Lee came 
up with a solution and captured 
thirty geckos which relished the 
harvest of insects. That was in 2010 
and when we were in New Zea-
land recently the insect problem 
had been resolved. 

Some people in Spain keep pet 
geckos to keep insects down. One 
householder told me he was wor-
ried because one of his geckos had 
lost its tail. No need to worry. If a 
predator makes an attack on a 
gecko its first reaction is to freeze. 
A further escape movement is to 
forfeit its tail, an action called au-
totomy. Another tail soon grows. 

Yes, animal behaviour is indeed 
fascinating.

Interesting behaviour

PETER 
HARRISON

:: J. RHODES 

NERJA. The Nerja branch of the Arts 
Society will be holding a full day of 
celebrations on Tuesday 11 Decem-
ber to mark its 25th anniversary and 
members will be joined by the or-
gansation’s chief executive, Florian 
Schweize, as well as founding mem-
ber, Roberta Kettel. 

A 10-kilometre run will start off 
the events at 11am at the Balcón de 
Europa and anyone interested in tak-
ing part is welcome to do so. Mr 
Schweize will be doing the run, as 
well as other runs with the Costa del 
Sol branch in Fuengirola on Monday 
10 December, and with the Gibraltar 
branch on Wednesday 12. All of the 
runs are charity events and the money 
raised in Nerja will go to the Unesco-
funded Children’s Villages project, 
which has a base in El Palo and helps 
children without a family home. 

At 5pm on Tuesday a sculpture cre-
ated by Cómpeta-based artist and Arts 
Society member, Lieuwke Loth, and 
based on her work ‘Infinity’, will be 
inaugurated at the town’s Casa de la 
Cultura in Calle Granada and anyone 
is welcome to attend the opening. 
The sculpture is a gift from the Arts 
Society to the town and will be on 
permanent exhibition in the centre’s 
foyer.  

The inauguration will be followed 
by December’s lecture, which will 
explore ‘The Power and Passion of Al 
Andalus’ and will be followed by an 
anniversary dinner with live music, 
at the Mirador in Nerja. Both the lec-
ture and dinner are for members only.

Nerja Arts Society 
invites members of 
the public to join 
25th anniversary 
celebrations 
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GEORGIE KENNY

D
escribed as a “gentle gi-
ant”, Manuel Martínez 
Gutiérrez, better 
known as Manolo 

Martínez, is an ex-world cham-
pion at shot put.  

Born in León, Spain, on De-
cember 7th 1974, he dominated 
Spanish shot put throughout the 
entirety of his career.  

By the tender age of seventeen 
he had established himself as a 
junior athlete on an international 
level.  

Winning a silver medal at the 

World Junior Championships in 
South Korea in 1992, he then 
went on to become the European 
Junior Champion the following 
year.  

Martínez Gutiérrez had many 
successes throughout his time as 
a professional athlete.  

His main career high-
lights came in the 
form of his win in 
the 2002 Euro-
pean Indoor 
Championships 
and then going 
on to take the 
gold medal at the 
2003 World In-
door Champion-
ships.  

Every professional 
athlete dreams of 
competing in the 
Olympic Games. This 

came true for Martínez in Ath-
ens in 2004. However, not only 
did he compete, but he was also 

awarded the bronze 
medal position fol-

lowing an IAAF 
drug test 

which dis-
q u a l i f i e d  
the first 
placed par-
ticipant. 

He rep-
r e s e n t e d  

Spain at the 
O l y m p i c s  

four times con-
secutively from 
1996 to 2008, 
and also com-

peted in five consecutive Euro-
pean Athletics Championships.  

He participated in the shot put 
in every World Championship in 
Athletics from 1993 to 2009, with 
the only one exception being the 
1999 event.  

The star athlete was trained at  
CD Universidad León Atletismo 
club by Carlos Burón.  

With his international career 
spanning 19 years, he was selected 
to represent his country 84 times, 
which is more than any other 
Spanish athlete.  

The Gentle Giant has also been 
seen to improve Spanish national 
records in competition on 31 oc-
casions throughout his career, 
which is an impressive feat for 

any professional athlete.  
Outside of shot put, the Span-

ish athlete is a keen artist and ac-
tor, starring in the film Stigmata, 
directed by Adán Aliaga, and the 
2011 film Capitán Trueno y el 
Santo Grial where he played the 
character Goliath.   

A man of many talents, Manuel 
Martínez Gutíerrez has achieved 
much in the professional sport-
ing world, as well as trying his 
hand in some more creative fields. 

Star shot-putter 
Manolo Martínez 
is born in León

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Atleta Athlete 

Juegos Olímpicos Olympics 

Campeonato Championship 

Oro Gold 

Bronce Bronze 

Medalla Medal 

Entrenamiento Training 

Gigante Giant 

Película Film 

Logro Achievement 

Trayectoria Career 

Ganador Winner 

Impresionante Impressive 

Talento Talent 

Deporte Sport 

Drogas Drugs 

Descalificado Disqualified
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Manuel Martínez Gutiérrez at a photo shoot on the beach. :: SUR
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The Spaniard won 
bronze in the 2004 
Athens Olympics and 
has also been the 
World and European 
Indoor Champion

Martínez as Goliath in  
2011. :: SUR

LEGAL ADVICE

REF. L. A. T. 

I am the owner of an 
apartment and rented it a few 
months ago to a group of four 
friends. I knew one of them, 
and I knew that he had a job 
and that he was reliable, so I 
had no problem signing the 
rental contract, although I 
did ask for the payment of 
two months in advance and 
the corresponding deposit. 

They all signed the contract, 
and until now they have been 
paying promptly. However, I 
have found out that the guy I 
know intends to leave the flat 
to live with his partner. In 
this situation, should I 
modify the contract? I do not 
know the others very well and 
do not know anything about 
their economic situation, so 
Ideally I’d like to keep it as it 
is so that the one who is going 
is responsible in case of non-
payment. 

 
In principle, the contract 
should be modified, although 
everything will depend on 
what you decide. All those who 
signed the contract are bound 
by the same terms, even if one 
of them leaves, unless the con-
tract is modified. If you think 
that due to the solvency of that 
person, it is advisable that he 
be bound by the contract until 
the end of the contract, you are 
not obliged to accept an early 
termination. 

REF. S. Y. R. 
Two weeks ago it was my 
nephew’s birthday, and I went 
to a toy store to buy him a 
present. However, it turned 
out that my brother had 
already bought him the same 
thing, so without having 
opened it, I took it back to the 
store to return it. However, to 
my surprise, even though the 
box is unopened and I have 
the purchase ticket, I have 
been told that no returns are 
allowed. The shop assistant 
also pointed out a sign where 
they indicated it, which I had 
not seen. In any case, can they 
legally refuse to reimburse 
the amount of the toy? 

No establishment is obliged to 
return the price of a product, 
unless it has a defect. It is true 
that most stores offer their 
customers this possibility un-
der certain terms and condi-
tions, but as a service, as they 
have no legal obligation to do 
so.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge
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GARDENING

Nepeta is a genus of more than 
250 species of plant native to 
Europe, Asia and Africa. It is a 
member of the mint family 
(lamiaceae) and there are many 
hybrids available. The spikes of 

flowers can be white, pink or lav-
ender-blue and there is even a 
yellow form, Nepeta govaniana 
from Kashmir, although unlike 
the other species it prefers cool, 
damp soil. 

Nepeta blooms repeatedly 
throughout the season and shear-
ing back after each flowering will 
keep the plant compact and pro-
mote even more flowers.  

It generally has a sprawling 
habit and makes a fantastic ad-

dition to a cottage-style gar-
den layout or to soften the 

edge of a path.  
Some of the species 

available are spectacu-
lar; N. X ‘Six Hills Gi-
ant’ grows tall and 
upright and has 
deep blue spikes of 
flowers.  

More compact is 
N. nerviosa ‘Felix’ 

which has vivid blue 
flowers but only 

reaches about 30cm 
high.  
Some species of Nepeta, 

named for the ancient Etrus-
can city Nepete, contain nepeta-
lactone which is extremely at-
tractive to cats. Nepeta cataria is 
especially rich in this chemical 
and is sold as catnip. Either fresh 
or dried, it drives cats wild, pro-
ducing a temporary euphoria 
when inhaled. Although cats 
adore it, it is probably the least 
attractive of the genus with pale 
pink or white flowers. 

N. subsessilis ‘Sweet Dreams’ 
has attractive pink flowers with 
burgundy bracts but needs regu-
lar irrigation. The majority of Ne-
peta species are drought-resis-
tant, need full sun and poor, dry 
soils; basically they thrive best 
with neglect. Rich soils and regu-
lar watering will result in fewer 
flowers and long thin growth 
which will be less aromatic. 
Newer varieties are usually ster-
ile but the older ones may self 
seed. Propagation is by cuttings 
or by division in spring.

Billowing blue flower spikes on sprawling stems of grey-
green leaves from spring until the end of the summer

The cat’s whiskers 

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

This photo was sent in by Caroline Sellers. It appears to be of a 
Pyracantha bush, loaded with berries and some lethal thorns, 
but no doubt loved by the birds at this time of year.
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FEEDING THE BIRDS

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

Nepeta forms a sprawling shrub. Close up of bloom (Inset). :: WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

Tidy up your climbing roses 
by cutting out any dead or 
diseased stems and tying 
any long whippy growth to 
the support.  
When tying in the 
branches, keep them as 
horizontal as possible as 
this will encourage new 
growth to form lower 
down. If you’re not sure if 

your rose is a climber or a 
rambler, think back to 
when it flowered. If it 
flowered around June then 
it’s a rambler. If you cannot 
remember when it stopped 
flowering exactly (it may 
even have flowers on it 
now) then it’s probably a 
climber. Ramblers are usu-
ally pruned in late summer.

GARDENING HINTS FOR DECEMBER

Climbing or rambling?

:: CAROLINE SELLERS
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:: ANTONIO PANIAGUA 

H
enry Nicholls discovered 
that he was narcoleptic at 
the worst time. It hap-
pened when this zoolo-

gist was 22 and in the Kalahari de-
sert in South Africa, scanning the ho-
rizon to watch for lions. He suddenly 
fell asleep with no warning, and then 
woke up with a start, not totally sure 

that he hadn’t been attacked by the 
animals. He had been sleeping very 
deeply, he realised when he saw the 
mark of the jeep’s steering wheel on 
his forehead.  

From then on he began to search 
for information about his illness and 
other sleep disorders, to the point 
that today he is one of the greatest 
scientific experts on this condition, 

Henry Nicholls is narcoleptic. He 
sometimes falls asleep with no 
warning during the day, or just 
collapses. “And at night we                       
sleep  very badly,” he says

Henry Nicholls, scientific journalist and the author of ‘Sleepyhead’, at a hotel in Madrid :: VIRGINIA CARRASCO

A sleep nightmare which in his case is not very serious. 
 Nicholls, a scientific journalist 

specialising in evolution and history 
of science, lives in London with his 
wife and two children and was in 
Spain recently to launch his book   
‘Sleepyhead’ (Blackie Books).  

There is a wide belief that narco-
leptics are lucky people who can 
snooze when they feel like it, but 
this is something he quickly corrects. 
“At night the sleep is very frag-
mented. Narcoleptics sleep very 
badly,” he stresses, and they suffer 
“terrible hallucinations”. In the end, 
narcolepsy and insomnia are links in 
the same chain. In fact, narcoleptics 
are often prescribed strong sleeping 
pills in an attempt to alleviate their 
problems.  

Henry Nicholls points out that, 
insomnia can have serious conse-
quences on people’s health. If it is re-
petitive and someone doesn’t get 
enough sleep for weeks on end, hal-
lucinatory dreams can occur and their 
physical and mental health is af-
fected. “If we were able to sleep  bet-
ter, we would reduce our risk of suf-
fering obesity, cancer, diabetes and 
cardiovascular accidents,” he says. 
Narcolepsy is like a bad dream: there 
is no cure.  

Nicholls, who writes for the BBC 
and prestigious scientific magazines 
such as ‘Science’ and ‘Nature’, some-
times suffers episodes of cataplexy, 
as do three-quarters of all narcolep-
tics. Strong emotion can cause him 
to lose muscle control so he collapses 
and remains inert like a rag doll.  

Once, on a chairlift up a mountain 
with his friend Kate, he spotted a 
marmot below. When he opened his 
mouth to tell his companion, he fell 
forward, head on chest, and collapsed. 
“If my ski poles hadn’t been in the 
way, my body would have  slipped 
off the cushioned seat and the poles 
and I would have fallen onto the 
muddy ground from a height of ten 
metres,” he wrote in one essay.  

Because little research has been 
done into this condition, there are 
still numerous mysteries around cata-
plexy. The times when Henry 
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Nicholls has collapsed have nearly 
always been when he was enjoying 
himself and in good company.  

The sudden collapse comes “at 
times of emotion, euphoria or laugh-
ter,” he explains. Boredom and mo-
notony set off his narcolepsy, hap-
piness and excitement his cataplexy. 
If he is sitting in front of the TV, en-
joying the wit of a comedian, he will 
smile and laugh out loud, but if he is 
with friends, the same joke can lit-
erally make him fall flat on his face. 
Curiously, he is more likely to col-
lapse if he is telling a joke than lis-
tening to one.  

“Don’t worry, it’s not going to hap-
pen right now because I don’t know 
you,” he says ironically to us, the jour-
nalist and the photographer. “At first 
it can seem quite a pleasant state to 
be in because you don’t lose con-
sciousness, but the laughter can turn 

to an unfathomable terror. Because 
it can happen frequently, it is inca-
pacitating for many people”. 

Genetic base 

Plenty of tests have shown that auto-
immune attacks are the most com-
mon cause of narcolepsy. The im-
mune system misinterprets an in-
fection in the upper respiratory tubes 
and mistakenly suppresses the 
30,000 neurones which are estimated 
to exist in the centre of the brain. In 
a body with more than 100 billion 
cells, such a loss might seem negli-
gible, but the problem is that these 
are not ordinary cells. They are found 
in the hypothalamus, which helps 

to regulate many of the body’s basic 
operations, such as the daily transi-
tion from wakefulness to sleep. These 
neurotransmitters are hypocretins, 
also known as orexins. Narcolepsy is 
quite common in certain breeds of 
dog, which suggests that it has a ge-
netic base.  

The illness is not as uncommon as 
one might think. It affects one in 
every 2,500 people. Drooling in class 
while trying to take notes because 
you have fallen asleep might seem 
funny, but it happened to Henry 
Nicholls and he says there is noth-
ing comical about it.  

“Nobody mocks someone who is 
missing a limb, but unfortunately 
people do laugh at anyone with nar-
colepsy. I can put up with it, but the 
psychological effects on children 
who have not been diagnosed are 
very serious,” he says. 

Prevalence 

Narcolepsy affects one in every 
2,500 people and produces fre-
quent episodes of uncontrolla-
ble insomnia.  

Etiology 

The most common cause of the 

illness is an attack on the auto 
immune system. The human im-
mune system misinterprets and 
infection in the upper respira-
tory tubes and mistakenly sup-
presses 30,000 neurones. 
These neurones are the ones 
that regulate sleep.  

 
Medications 
There are medications that im-

prove symptoms of the illness, 
but none of them are able to re-
pair the underlying brain dam-
age. Narcoleptics suffer from 
numerous interruptions to their 
sleep patterns and end up with 
insomnia. Strong sleeping pills 
are often prescribed. Three 
quarters of narcoleptics also 
suffer from cataplexy, a com-
plete loss of consciousness. 

NARCOLEPSY

“If we could sleep 
better, we would reduce 
our risk of obesity, 
cancer, diabetes and 
heart attacks”
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More than 400 people took part last weekend in the Carrera por 
la Promoción de la Salud, a fun fun organised in Marbella by staff 
at the Costa del Sol Hospital to promote  healthy living. This was 
just one  of the events organised to mark the 25th anniversary of 
the hospital. Juan Carlos Cabello, Andrés Ávila and José Antonio 
Urbaneja were the first three men and the women’s category was 
won byJanine Lima, Rocío Sibajas and Miriam Lirola.

:: JOSELE-LANZA

RUNNING FOR HEALTH IN MARBELLA

:: E. P. 
MALAGA. Three doctors based in 
Malaga province have been in-
cluded in Forbes magazine’s list of 
the top 100 doctors in Spain.  

César Pablo Ramírez Plaza, head 
of General Surgery and Digestive 
Surgery at the Quirónsalud  hospi-
tals in Málaga and Marbella; José 
Ángel Gómez Pascual, head of the 

Urology Service and the Urody-
namics Unit at the Hospital Quirón-
salud in Malaga; and Manuel Baca 
Cots, head of the Uncibay Paediac-
trics group and specialist at the Hos-
pital Quirónsalud in Malaga; were 
among the prestigious group of doc-
tors, the majority of whom are 
based in Madrid or Barcelona. 

César Ramírez was also recog-

nised this week by SUR in the 
newspaper’s Malagueños del Año 
awards (see page 20).  

Manuel Baca Cots was head of 
Paediatrics at the Hospital Gálvez 
in Malaga before moving to the 
Hospital Internacional Xanit in 
Benalmádena and later the Hospi-
tal Quirónsalud Málaga. 

Urology specialist José Ángel 
Gómez Pascual has worked at the 
Hospital Infanta Elena in Huelva 
and at the Hospital Regional Car-
los Haya in Malaga before moving 
to the Hospital Quirónsalud 
Málaga. 

Three local doctors named  
among 100 best in country

César Ramírez, José Ángel Gómez Pascual and Manuel Baca Cots. :: SUR
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The youngsters raised 
funds for AVOI as part of 
a project on the global 
impact of illnesses 

:: JENNIE RHODES 

MALAGA. Five Year 11 students 
from Almuñécar International 
School, along with their teacher, 
Manuel Galiana, travelled to 
Malaga’s Materno children’s hospi-
tal earlier this week to donate 300 
euros to the hospital’s Asociación 
de Voluntarios de Oncología Infan-
til (AVOI, or child oncology volun-
teer association), which helps chil-
dren with cancer as well as their 
families. 

Alex, Eva, Carmen, Christine and 
María raised the money through a 

series of activities which formed 
part of a project for their Global Per-
spectives class.  

The aim of the two-month pro-
ject was to raise awareness of the 
global impact of different illnesses  
as well as raise money for AVOI, their 
chosen charity. 

The girls said that they were “very 
pleased” with what they had learned 
through the project, which is to be 
evaluated by the University of Cam-
bridge, as well as with the money 
raised. 

Mr Galiana thanked Tomás Va-
lero, a taxi driver from Almuñécar, 
who drove the pupils and teacher 
to the hospital for free. 

Last year the school donated 
money to the same association after 
raising funds by organising a Christ-
mas market as well as other events.

School makes donation 
to Malaga children’s 
oncology association

Almuñécar International School pupils with teacher Manuel Galiana and an AVOI volunteer. :: SUR
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:: AMIL LÓPEZ VIÉITEZ 

The term ‘chronobiology’ comes 
from the Greek ‘kronos’ (time), 
‘bios’ (life) and ‘logos’ (study). It 
is the science that studies the cir-
cadian rhythms (from the Latin 
circa diem, meaning approximately 
one day).  

During the 24 hours of a day, 
your body passes through differ-
ent phases of hormonal secretion, 
physical coordination and sleep. 
Depending on the time of day, your 
hormones metabolise certain nu-
trients better, and that is very in-
teresting in terms of the success 
of diets.  

In mammals, there is a biologi-
cal clock in the hypothalamus 
which is synchronised with the 
stimuli of light and darkness. There 
are also clocks in peripheral tissues 
which can be modulated by the 
central clock and by food.  

In the morning, the central clock 
alarm sounds and cortisone, the 

waking-up hormone, is activated; 
it travels through the blood to set 
the time schedule for tissues and 
organs.  

In the afternoon, the body tem-
perature rises slightly and then drops 
at night. This is a sign for the body 
clock to prepare itself for rest.  

The adipose tissue shows a cir-
cadian rhythm. Its clock genes are 
able to regulate the rhythmic expres-
sion of the hormones which deter-
mine appetite and weight, such as 
adiponectin, leptin and resistin.  

The degree of DNA methylation 
of these clock genes increases with 
obesity and if you eat quickly or 
snack between meals. These genes 
do not express themselves well and  
that also produces sleep alterations   
and a greater accumulation of fat 
around the waist. The good thing 
is that this methylation is reversi-
ble if you change your eating hab-
its and you can lose kilos until you 
reach a healthy weight.  

Chronodisruption is an altera-
tion of the circadian rhythms 
which favour obesity and diabe-
tes. It occurs frequently with age, 
jet lag, shift work, when you sleep 
with a light on or without closing 
the curtains, when you take your 
mobile phone or tablet to bed, or 

when you eat without taking into 
account hormonal rhythms.  

How to take advantage of 
chronobiology  
If for a time you stop snacking be-
tween meals, don’t eat when you’re 
bored and eat a bit more slowly, 

you will ‘demethylate’ the clock 
gene, which will help you to be-
come slimmer, sleep better and be 
healthier.  

First thing in the morning it is 
essential to eat foods which in-
crease the production of tyrosine, 
because thisenables us to be more 
active physically and also intellec-
tually. The foods which can help 
with this are dried fruits and nuts, 
cereals, fish and pulses. It is best 
to eat carbohydrates at lunchtime 
(bread, pasta, rice, potatoes) and 
have protein with a vegetable gar-
nish in the evening.  

If you eat your main meal of the 
day after 3pm, you will find it 
harder to lose weight. According to 
a study published in the Interna-
tional Journal of Obesity, 420 over-
weight people followed a Mediter-
ranean diet for 20 weeks (they ate 
the same, rested the same, took the 
same exercise, but half of them ate 
their main meal of the day before 
3pm) and those who ate later only 
lost an average of eight kilos, while 
the others lost 12.  

Eating an evening meal after 
9.30pm favours chronodisruption. 
Working shifts or at night alters 
the circadian rythms of the appe-
tite hormones (leptin and ghrelin) 
and increases total calorie con-
sumption.  

Ghrelin gives a feeling of hun-
ger and peaks three times: 8am, 12 
noon and 8pm, which is why the  
daily meals should be eaten around 
these times, when the pancreas 
and liver are more active. 

Eating earlier in the day benefits weight loss. :: SUR

Every day there are  variations in 
hormonal cycles which determine your 
propensity to get fatter or become ill

Chronobiology: how meal times            
can affect body weight
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A
mong the most deep-rooted Andalusian 
Christmas traditions is the recreation of 
the Nativity scene. Known as ‘Belenes’, 
(Belén is Spanish for Bethlehem), Nativ-

ity scenes are an essential part of the region’s Christ-
mas spirit. However, alongside the more traditional 
scenes, throughout Andalucía locals get involved in 
‘Belenes Vivientes’. In these “live” Nativity scenes, 
residents of towns and villages get dressed up and 
recreate the Christmas story.  

In the village of Beas, in the province of Huelva, a 
“live” Nativity has been part of the festivities for al-
most half a century. Well acquainted with the tradi-
tion, the adults and children of the village create a 
very realistic Nativity, dressing up and using live 
animals and other props.   

In what is the oldest ‘live nativity’ in Andalucía, 
performed since 1970, the village showcases a vari-
ety of traditional biblical scenes. The characters also 
depict traditional trades and way of life from the vil-
lage’s past, using old tools and other items. 

As in previous years, other activities are organised 
at the same time as the Nativity, for example, tours 
of the village, hiking, live music, flamenco and 
street markets.  

Other “live” Nativity scenes to be enjoyed over the 
coming days in the province of Huelva can be found 
in Puerto Moral, Mazagón, Corrales and Galaroza. 

The latter, like that of Beas, is one of the most 
prestigious scenes in this western province of Anda-
lucía. Every year the people of Galaroza perform 
their own Nativity near the Santa Brigida shrine 
where the stable scene delights tourists and locals 

The route of the Nativity 
Beas, Mazagón, Torrecampo, Almayate,            
Sanlúcar la Mayor, Rute and Mollina are                       
some of the Andalusian towns that host                             
the most unique Nativity scenes

In Beas the ‘live’ Nativity is part of Christmas tradition . :: SUR

The Nativity 
scene is part of 
seasonal 
traditions 
throughout the 
region; in many 

places locals dress up to 
reenact the Christmas story

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES

A growing 
Christmas 
tradition in 
Andalucía

Where to eat 
Sierrezuela. In this restau-

rant, situated just a step 

away from the celebrations 

in Almayate, you can find 

traditional dishes.  

Ctra. MA-175, s/n. Almaya-

te (Vélez-Málaga). Telepho-

ne 951 387 995. 

Where to stay 
Mirador de Rute. Nice hotel 

to stay at when visiting the 

famous Chocolate Nativity 

in Rute. 

Ctra. Rute - Encinas Reales, 

Km. 0,200. Rute (Córdoba) 

Tel. 957 539 404. 

www.miradorderute.com

HISTORY. The 

‘Belén Viviente’ de 

Beas is considered 

the oldest in 

Andalucía.

SWEET. Among the 

most original sce-

nes, is in Rute (Cor-

doba) and is made 

of chocolate.

DATES. Until 1 

January. 

MUSEUM.  

In the town of 

Mollina you can 

visit and collec-

tions of more than 

60 nativity scenes.

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA

Sevilla

Málaga

Córdoba

Huelva

Cádiz

Beas

Jaén

Almería

Granada

Mollina

Rute
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alike. 
In the small village of Pe-

layo near Algeciras another 
live recreation of the birth 
of Jesus has become one of 
the most important in An-
dalucía. More than 300 lo-
cals are recruited to partici-
pate in this iconic scene, 
creating a festive spirit for 
locals of the town and visi-
tors alike.  

In the Cordoba town of 
Torrecampo a traditional 
Nativity will be performed 
on 29 and 30 December, 
near the church. Despite 
being one of the most re-
cent representations of the 
Nativity it has already at-
tracted many visitors over 
the years.  

In the Malaga village of  
Almayate the Nativity is a 
spectacular display of hu-
man and technical re-
sources. This scene can be 
seen at the Juan Paniagua 
school.  

Throughout Andalucía 
there are many places to 
enjoy this tradition in the 
run-up to Christmas and 
during the festive period.  

Towns such as Guaro and 
Álora, in Malaga; Constan-
tina and Sanlúcar la Mayor, 
in Seville; and Pozo Alcón, 
in Jaén will all play host to 
their own Nativity scenes.  

However, “live” Nativi-
ties are not the only festive 
tradition found in Anda-

lucía. In every city and 
town visitors will find 
scenes made with figures 
depicting the Christmas 
story. Among others those 
worth a mention are in 
Jerez de la Frontera, Seville, 
Úbeda and the botanical 
garden in Cordoba. 

One of the most unique 
and impressive scenes can 
be found in the Cordoba 
town of Rute. The figures of 
this nativity scene are 
made from a thousand kilos 
of melted chocolate.  

In Mollina the perma-
nent Nativity Museum, 

Museo de Belenes, was 
opened to visitors last year. 
It houses around 60 artistic 
representations of the Na-
tivity with different de-
tails, showing churches in 
Malaga province, for exam-
ple, the famous Court of 
the Lions in the Alhambra, 
or even the famous ‘favelas’ 
of Rio de Janeiro.   

There are over 1,000 
unique nativity figures, 
covering more than 5,000 
square metres. The mu-
seum also includes an exhi-
bition of customs with old 
farm tools.

Museum of Mollina. :: SUR

MORE IDEAS

Festival of the 
Virgin of the 
Rondeles 

Casarabonela 

Sierra de las Nieves.  
One of the most intriguing 
celebrations in December 
is the Festival of the Virgin 
of the Rondeles on 12 De-
cember in Casarabonela.  

The Divina Pastora (an 
image of the Virgin Mary) 
is carried in a procession 
that weaves through the 
town’s streets to give 
thanks for the olive har-
vest. The procession is lit 
by the flames from 
torches, made from old 
esparto mats, dipped in 
olive oil.  

The unusual feature of 
this festival is that a pagan 
element, fire, is used in a 
religious celebration of 
thanksgiving. The Christ-
mas touch is given by the 
carol singers, who accom-
pany the Virgin during the 
procession, singing joyful 
Christmas songs.  

The procession ends 
with chocolate, cakes and 
bread with oil in the main 
square of the town, outside 
the church of Santiago. 

This popular religious 
festival which pays hom-
age to the Virgin of the 
Rondeles giving thanks 
the year’s good olive har-
vest is a tradition that has 
been in place since the 
eighteenth century. 

In recent years the festi-
val has been comple-
mented by a variety of 
other activities in the days 

before the main event.   
From today, Friday, visi-

tors can follow a tapas 
route showcasing the most 
traditional dishes of the 
town. There will also be  a 
traditional olive miller’s 
breakfast, and a Christmas 
market. 

 
The evening of 12 December in 

the streets of Casarabonela. 

Fire is fundamental in the celebrations. :: SUR
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EXHIBITIONS 

Design Academy Winter Expo 
Monda. 14 December, Design 
Academy.  
The event is a collective exposition 
of the Graphic Design, Interior and 
Fashion students, that will include 
a Fashion Show, and also a 
Graduation Party.  
https://www.facebook.com/event
s/306880500155836/ 

Picasso’s Aquatints 
Malaga. Until 3 February. Picasso 
Museo Casa Natal (birth house).  
Similar to the process for making 
prints, Picasso made aquatints with 
acid on metal plaques from which 
he then printed off his image.   

Hernan Bas 
Malaga. Until 9 December Centro 
de Arte Contemporáneo  
‘A Brief Intermission’ is the title of 
the exhibition at the CAC in 

Malaga. It is the first time that 
American artist Hernan Blas has 
exhibited  in Spain. Thirty six 
paintings are on display of varying 
formats.  

El Viaje del Guernica 
Malaga. Until 8 December , Plaza 
de la Marina. Free.  
The Obra Social La Caixa has organ-
ised an exhibition with the Museo 
Nacional Centro de Arte Reina 
Sofia to demonstrate the history 
and the journey of Picasso’s famous 
painting, Guernica. 

Amor y Deseo 
Vélez-Málaga. Until 8 December. 
Centro de Arte Contempóraneo.  
The exhibition consists of 51 works 
by Pablo Ruiz Picasso and cele-
brates the fifth anniversary of the 
centre.  

Invierno Ardiente 
Orgiva. Until 15 December. The 
old town hall of Órgiva.  
The Artist’s Network Alpujarra are 
holding a joint exhibition. 
www.artistsnetworkalpujarra.com  

Nativity  
Malaga. Until 5 January, Sala Min-
gorance, Archivo Municipal, 
Alameda Principal 23.  
A hand-crafted ‘Belén’ has been set 
up in one of the rooms in the 
Archivo Municipal. It has been 
made by José María Mesa a teacher 
from the Canary Islands.  

Nativity scene 
 Torremolinos. Until 6 January.  

Lower floor of the town hall.  
The municipal town hall Nativity 
scene is open for visitors 9am-
1.30pm and 5.30-7.30pm week 
days and 10am-2pm, 5.30-7.30pm 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

Nativity exhibition 
 Malaga. Until 6 January. Malaga Ca-
thedral.  
The Asociación Belenista de Málaga 
La Alcazaba is exhibiting its Nativ-
ity scene in the cathedral from 
10am-4pm and 5-8.30pm. Closed 
24-31 December and 5 January.  

CHARITY 

Masquerade Ball for Cudeca 
Mijas. 21 December, 7.30pm. Res-
taurante Valparaíso. 30€. 
Entertainment by Simone and Mr 
Maph. Masks on sale or bring your 
own. A full menu with welcome 
drinks and canapes on arrival. 
Reservations: restaurant Valparaíso  
952485996 or call Suzy: 
619444184. 

Light A Light for Cudeca 
Benalmádena. 16 December, from 
6pm. Cudeca Cancer Hospice 
Founder Joan hunt OBE will be 
turning on the lights at this annual 
event. Father Christmas will also 
put in an appearance and there is 
face painting, Christmas cake and 
sweets, the Sunny View College 
choir and a raffle. There will also be 
stalls selling gifts and Christmas 
cards. More information at 
www.lightupcudeca.org 

FAMA Christmas Party 
Mijas Costa. 15 December, 7pm. 
Tamisa Golf Hotel, Camino Viejo 
de Coín. 40€. 
Welcome drink and hot mulled 
wine, three-course-dinner (vege-
tarian option), wine and beer until 
11pm. Raising funds for the Foun-
dation for Abandoned and Mis-
treated Animals. Bookings: call 
620354885 or email: patriciamary-
coleman@gmail.com 

Charity fun walk 
Estepona. 16 December, from 
10am. Los Reales. 10€. 
An 8km circular walk to include 
Christmas trees in their natural 
habitat, mince pies, mulled wine 
and panoramic views. The funds 
will go to Heart animal rescue in 
Estepona who want to build a 
1,500 metre enclosure for poden-
cos. Email: fundand fund@out-

look.com 

Quiz Night for ADANA 
Manilva. 18 December, 8pm. Rose 
and Thistle, Puerto de Duquesa. 
3€.  
Arrive early to get a seat. To book: 
952155850 

Charity market 
Benajarafe. 20 December, from 
10am until 6pm. Puerto Niza Res-
taurant. 
A market to raise money for the 
construction of a new classroom 
for the GAIA ECO-learning 
community of Torre del Mar. There 
will be a healing area, live music, 
workshops, baby chill-out area and 
activities for everyone. 
www.semillamontealegre.org 

MUSIC & DANCE  

CoraXalia Christmas concerts 
 Alcaucín 7 December, 8pm. Arts 
Centre. 
Periana 8 December, 8pm. Iglesia 
de San Isidro Labrador. 
The choir CoraXalia are performing 
two free Christmas concerts. 
Email: eucorax@hotmail.es or tel: 
689111352.   

Pianist in the street 
Torremolinos. 7 December, from 
5pm. Plaza Costa Del Sol  
Pupils of the Municipal Music 
School will be playing. Anyone 
who can play the piano is also 
encouraged to participate. Classical 
and Christmas music. 

Nativity scene, Malaga

Picasso’s aquatints, Malaga.
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Costa Soul Singers 
 Calahonda 11 December, 11am. Ca-
lahonda International Baptist 
Church. Free. 
The Costa Soul Singers will be in 
concert for a funky, soulful Christ-
mas concert. Red, gold and green 
are the prefered colours for cloth-
ing for this event which will offer 
mince pies and coffee.  

Provincial Youth Orchestra 
 Malaga 11 December, 8pm. Centro 
Cultural María Victoria Atencia. 
The orchestra will play a Christmas 
themed repertoire of music during 
the concert. Conducted by Albert 
Skuratov and with piano soloist 
María Márquez . 

The Wall Bar  
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free. 
88 December. Delirium Blues Fu-
sion. Lourdes del Pino and Javier 
Esteve. Blues fusion.  
15 December. Dana and Gianni. In-
ternational songs, jazz fusion and 
blues. 

Carol service  
Alhaurín el Grande. 14 December, 
6pm. Cemetery Chapel.  
Traditional Christmas carols 
organised by the St Andrew’s 
Chaplaincy Costa del Sol East. 

Casa de la Cultura events 
Almuñécar.   
15 December, 7pm. Orquesta de 
Cámara Mediterránea (Mediterra-
nean Chamber Orchestra) play 
traditional Christmas music by 
Handel, Vivaldi, Corelli and Man-
fredini.  
16 December, 6pm. The Great 
Kiev Ballet perform The Nut-
cracker suite’.  

The Nutcracker Suite 
 Nerja 17 December, 8pm. Centro 
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 25€. 
Le Manager Ballet will be perform-
ing the ballet from one of Tchaik-
ovsky’s most famous works, the 
Nutcracker Suite and based on the 
story by E. T. A. Hoffman.  

Ricky Lavazzo’s Christmas 
Cracker 
Benalmádena. 8 December, 
Moonlight Lounge, Sunset Beach 
Hotel. 12.50€. 
Ricky Lavazza will be performing 
with Karen Jane Danzig and the 
TAPAS choir. Tickets from the hotel 
or www.lava-productions.rocks 

T. I. M. S 30 year anniversary 
concerts 
La Cala de Mijas. 11 December, 
6pm. La Cala de Mijas town hall. 

Torre del Mar. 15 December, 6pm. 
San Andrés de Apóstol church  
www.timschoir.org. 

El Molino De Cajiz 
 Cajiz. 9 December, 6.30pm.  
Aurea Marston (soprano) and Cor-
nelia Lenzin (piano) will be per-
forming works by Fauré, Ravel and 
Ullmann etc. https://elmolinodeca-
jiz.com/ 

Malaga String Symphony 
Orchestra 
 Estepona. 9 December, 1pm. Igle-
sia Sta María de los Remedios. 
Free. 
After mass the orchestra will play 
works by Corelli, Vivaldi, Bach, 
Handel and Caccini. Conducted by 
Arturo Boscovich. 

TAPAS Christmas Concerts 
Benalmádena. 8 December, 
Moonlight Lounge, Sunset Beach 
Hotel.  
Mijas Pueblo. 13 December, 6pm. 
Mijas town hall.  
The TAPAS (The Andalusia Per-
forming Arts Society) choir. Reser-
vations: frd@mijas.es 

Romeo and Juliet ballet 
 Malaga. 12 December, 8pm. Teatro 
Cervantes. 
The Imperial Russian Ballet will be 
performing Tchaikovsky’s Romeo 
and Juliet. Tickets from 15-45 
euros: www.unientra-
das.es/janto/main.php?Nivel=Eve
nto&idEvento=1819ROMEOJULI-
ETA 

Judith Jáuregui 
 Malaga 13 December, 8pm. Sala 
María Cristina. 
The famous pianist, Judith 
Jáuregui, who has worked with 
many national and international 
orchestras, will be offering a recital 
of pieces by composers Falla, Liszt, 
Debussy, Ravel and Chopin. 

Concerts at the Jorge Rando 
Museum 
Pablo Alcázar. 14 December, 
6.30pm. 
Guitarist and composer Pablo 
Alcázar will be in concert. 

Christmas Carol service 
 Torre del Mar. 15 December, 6pm. 
San Andrés church.  
Lux Mundi are holding an ecu-
menical Christmas carol service 
with the Spanish Amigos de Lux 
Mundi choir, the German Con Los 
Cantores choir and the T.I.M.S. 
British choir.  

Collegium Musicum 
 Fuengirola. 16 December, 7pm. Ho-
tel IPV Palace and Spa. 10€. 
 Choir and Orchestra Collegium  
Musicum Costa del Sol will be 
holding two special Christmas con-
certs. Tickets: the hotel, Nichol-
son’s Jewellers, from members of 
Collegium Musicum and on sale 
from 6pm on the door. Call: 952 
775492 / 686 277 272 or e-mail: 
info@colmus.org. 

The best of Keith James 
 Cómpeta. 16 December, 5pm. Gal-
ería Luz de la Vida.10€.  
Singer/songwriter Keith James will 
be in concert. Book in advance: 
info@lieuwkeloth.nl 

Christmas Karaoke 
 Mijas. 22 December, 7.30pm. Ho-
tel Tamisa Golf. 25€. 
DJ Lee Jay will be hosting the kar-
aoke. Tickets include mulled 
wine, two-course dinner and half 
a bottle of wine per person. Book-
ing essential:call 722 336 978 or 
email reservas@hoteltamisa-
golf.com  

FLAMENCO  

Flamenco in the Museum  
Malaga. Museo de Arte Flamenco 
Peña Juan Breva, C/Ramón Fran-
quelo. 8.30pm. 
8 December. Tania Santiago and 
flamenco group. 
For information and bookings call 
687 607 526 or email: info@fla-
menka.com 

Peña Flamenca 
Estepona. 7 December, 9.30pm. 
Plaza Fuerzas Armadas. 
Doors open at 8pm. Marina 
Aranda, Antonio Trujillo (dancers),  
Bonelo Hijo (vocals) and José 
Fernández (guitar). Reservations: 
952803183/683141136 

Navidad Flamenca 
Almuñécar. 11 December, 9pm. 
Casa de la Cultura. 
María Gómez ‘La Cañastera’ and 
‘Niño Carmelo’ present a special 
Christmas flamenco show.  

Zambomba Flamenco  
La Herradura. 14 December, 
7.30pm. 
A typical Christmas instrument, 
the zambomba is a type of drum 
with a stick through the middle. It 
will be accompanying the La 
Salinera and Son Mediterráneo 
choirs who will be singing Spanish 
carols. 

LECTURES  

The Arts Society de la Frontera 
San Roque. 12 December, 11am. 
San Roque Golf and Country Club. 
Visitors 12€ 
‘’Monet and his Gardens’  
An illustrated talk by Brian Healey 
delafrontera@theartssociety.org 

Lux Mundi Art Appreciation 
Torre del Mar. 17 December, 
10.30am. Lux Mundi Ecumenical 
Centre. 2€ 
Andrew Graham-Dixon from the 
TV series History of Art, shows 
how Spain’s turbulent history 
has shaped its artists, from 
Francisco Goya and Pablo Picasso 
through to Joan Miró and 
Salvador Dalí.  

:: TONY BRYANT 
Benalmádena hosts the tenth 
edition of the Festival of 
Christmas Traditions on Satur-
day, 8 December. The festival, 
which is held in the Plaza 
Mezquita in Arroyo de la Miel, 
is organised by the town hall’s 
Foreign Residents Department 
and various local expat associa-
tions. 

It celebrates traditional 
Christmas festivities of more 
than a dozen countries, includ-
ing Morocco, Cuba, Mexico, 
Norway and the UK. The festi-
val begins at midday, when the 
participating countries will 
take part in the inaugural pro-

cession. This will be followed 
by an afternoon of live music 
including Welsh singing, folk 
dancing from the Philippines  
and a show by the Banana Stu-
dios amateur group. Participat-
ing countries will offer their 
traditional festive cuisine for 
visitors to sample, from mince 
pies and Yule log to exotic fes-
tive foods. There will be plenty 
of activities to keep children 
occupied such as Father Christ-
mas and the Three Kings, a 
bouncy castle, face painting 
and festive games and competi-
tions.  

For more information, 
www.benalmdena.es   

Christmas traditions 

around the world

A photo of last year’s Xmas Crackers at the festival. :: SUR

Monet’s gardens - lecture.

TAPAS choir, Mijas
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LECTURES 

U3A Lectures 
Fuengirola. Lux Mundi reference 
Library, free to members, guests 
5€. Email: u3afuengi-
rola@gmail.com 
AA Mixed Bag:  
 ‘Britain’s Heritage Railways’. 
11 December, 11am. 
Geoff Cooke. In 1968 four grammar 
school boys realised that their 
world of steam traction and 
mechanical masterpieces would 
soon end unless working engines 
were preserved. How did they 
manage to kick start the 
preservation movement and why 
are we building new steamengines? 
 
Science and technology:  
‘Spectroscopy’ 
12 December, 11am. 
Spectroscopy is the science of 
looking at the light emitted by an 
object and determining what it’s 
made from. Everything from a 
speck of paint to a distant galaxy is 
amenable to this science. 

The Arts Society Costa del Sol 
Fuengirola. 10 December, 4.30pm. 
Salon Varietés Theatre. Visitors 10€. 
www.theartssociety-costadel-
sol.org 
Nerja. 11 December, 6pm. Centro 
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 
www.theartssocietynerja.comVisi-
tors 10€ 
‘Memories of Al-Andalus: A History 
of  Art, Power and Passion in Spain’  
Lecturer Ann Haworth. In 711 AD, 
Spain was conquered by Moorish 
armies from North Africa who 
named this country Al-Andalus. A 
magnificent golden age of building 
and culture flourished during 
subsequent centuries. 

FOODIE FAIRS 

Sabor a Málaga Gran Feria 
 Malaga. Until 9 December. Paseo 
del Parque.  
This traditional fair will have stalls 
from dozens of local companies 
selling food products direct to the 
public. Honey, oil, olives, cheeses, 
vegetables, wines, beers, cooked 
and fresh meats, Christmas treats 
and dried fruit are just some exam-
ples of what will be available. 
 There will also be tastings, demon-
strations, competitions and work-
shops.  

Saborea Manilva 
 Manilva. Until 9 December. Plaza de 
la Vendimia.  
This gastronomic fair will include, 
besides tastings and stalls selling 
local produce etc, cookery demon-
strations, workshops, live music, 

dancing and a cake competition.  

Craft and gourmet market 
La Cala de Mijas. Until 16 Decem-
ber, 11am-8.30pm. Plaza Supersol. 
The first Feria de la Artesanía y 
Gourmet is being held in La Cala 
until 16 December. It will offer 
craft items, gifts and gourmet food. 

EVENTS 

Chocolate and churros  
La Herradura. 8 December, 5pm. 
Plaza de la Independencia.  
Traditional hot chocolate and 
churros to raise funds for the Three 
Kings parade, Christmas market 
and collection of foodstuffs for 
Cáritas.  

The Mustard Seed Gang  
Alhaurín el Grande. 8 December, 
3-4.30pm. Cemetery Chapel.  
Christmas fun for children, crafts, 
stories and songs. Contact: 
655342874 or 658235268.  
www.st-andrewscofe-spain.org 

Nuevo Futuro market 
 Malaga. Until 9 December, from 
11am until 9pm. Palacio de Ferias y 
Congresos.  
The Rastrillo de Nuevo Futuro will 
have numerous stalls selling cloth-
ing, furniture, antiques etc. There 
are also restaurants, live music, 
children’s activities and a dance 
competition.  

Conservatives Abroad 
 Mijas. 13 December. Tamisa Golf 
Hotel.  
The Conservatives Abroad are hold-
ing their annual Christmas lunch. 
Reservations email:  john.conser-
vativesabroad@hotmail.co.uk or 
call Christine: 952 668 267 

La Cala Lions Christmas party 
La Cala de Mijas. 8 December. 
7pm. Treetops restaurant, El 

Chaparral Golf. 45€. 
Cava and canapés on arrival, three 
course meal. Black tie/Lounge suit 
Tickets from the Lions Club shop 
in C/Torremolinos. 

Excursion to Cordoba 
Torre del Mar. 11-13 December. 
Various departure points. 169€ pp 
sharing dble room or 199€ single. 
In the Hotel Conquistador 4* Bed 
and breakfast. Lux Mundi Torre del 
Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Phoenix Club trips 
Christmas lights and market in 
Seville. 15, 16 December. Depart 
Algarrobo Lidl 8.30am other pick-
ups to be confirmed. 100€ pp shar-
ing dble room. Single 135€. 
Includes B&B, coach fare and 
driver’s gratuity. 
For more information email: 
phoenixsocialclub@yahoo.co.uk 
or go to www.phoenixsocial-
club.co.uk.  

TAPAS Christmas Party 
Coín. 7 December. Restaurant Las 
Cabales.   
Music from TAPAS choir, dancing 
to DJ Big Kevin and two- course 
Christmas supper and mince pies. 
Tickets 14€ members 16€ non 

members. Tel: 678 932 284 

CHRISTMAS FAIRS  

Acompalia Christmas Bazaar 
Castell de Ferro. 7 December, from 
7.30pm. Sala de Exposiciones in 
the town hall.   
Father Christmas,  tombola, cakes, 
crafts, bric-a-brac, mulled wine and 
a raffle. 

Christmas Market 
Almuñécar. 7, 8 December. Plaza 
de la Constitución. 
Various foreigners associations as 
well as other local institutions will 
be manning stands at the market.  

Anglican Church Christmas Fair  
Estepona. 15 December, 11am-
5pm. Palacio de Congresos. Free.  
Carol singing, face painting, Santa’s 
grotto, bouncy castle as well as 
stalls and Age Concern stand. 
Marbella Montessori School Choir 
and other entertainment 
throughout the day. Raising funds 
for multiple charities.  

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz 
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95  www.cinealbeniz.com  
The Children Act:  22.35 (every 
day). 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
Robin Hood: 18.05, 20.20 (Tues). 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 22.30. 
Ben is Back: 18.15, 20.20, 22.25 
(Tues). 
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 

12.10, 16.20. 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Bohemian Rhapsody: 19.15, 
22.10 (every day) 
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindewald: 12.00, 16.30 (every 
day).  
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
12.00, 16.40 (everyday); 19.20, 
21.40 (Mon, Tues, Thurs). 
Widows: 16.00 (Mon-Thurs). 
The Grinch: 11.50, 16.20 (every 
day).  
Robin Hood: 17.15 (Mon-Thurs). 
Ben is Back: 18.05, 22.20 (Tues) 
Opera: Don Giovanni: 11 Decem-
ber, 20.00  
Musical: An American in Paris: 
13 December, 20.00 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grinderwald: 22.00 (Mon, Tues);  
22.15 (Fri, Sat, Sun, Wed, Thurs). 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 15.30, 
22.45 (Fri, Sat, Sun); 19.45, 22.15 
(Mon, Tues); 20.00; 22.00 (Wed, 

Thurs).  
The Grinch: 12.00 (Sun); 16.00, 
18.30, 20.30 (Fri, Sat, Sun); 17.45 
(Mon, Tues); 17.50 (Wed, Thurs). 
Widows: 17.30 (Tues, Wed); 18.00 
(Fri, Sat, Sun); 19.45 (Wed); 22.15 
(Mon, Tues, Wed). 
Ben is Back: 16.30, 18.30 (Fri, Sat, 
Sun); 17.50 (Wed); 18.00 (Mon, 
Tues); 20.00 (Mon-Thurs). 
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
11.45 (Sun); 15.45, 18.10, 20.00 
(Fri, Sat, Sun) 17.30 (Mon, Tues); 
17.50, 19.45 (Wed, Thurs). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms: 18.30 (Tues). 
The Grinch: 14.15 (Sat, Sun). 
Ben is Back: 15.45 (every day ex-
cept Tues); 20.05 (Tues). 
The Children Act:  17.15 (Tues).  
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindelwald: 19.40 (Tues). 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 20.30 
(every day). 
The Possession Of Hannah 
Grace: 22.35 (Tues).   
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
12.00 (Sat, Sun); 16.30 (Fri-Tues). 
Robin Hood: 12.50 (Sat, Sun); 
19.45 (Tues). 
Widows : 13.30 8Sat, Sun); 18.40 
(Tues).

:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. The award-winning 
concert pianist, Sarah Lee, is to 
perform two concerts on the 
Cost del Sol next week. The in-
ternationally acclaimed musician 
from South Korea, who lives in 
New Zealand, is currently on a 
European tour and these will be 
the only concerts she will per-
form in Spain. Born to a musical 
family, Lee began to study classi-
cal piano and flute at the age of 
five. Her father was also a com-
poser and she took on composing 
as a hobby. As a pianist, Lee per-
forms her own piano works and 
covers a wide range of estab-
lished classical music. Besides 
performing as a soloist, the pian-
ist forms part of several chamber 
groups. She composes original 
works using jazz, R&B and Latin 

rhythms to give her ballads a 
richer texture. She also using 
sounds to create imagery.  

Lee is an affiliate pianist of the 
Singapore Association of Com-

posers and a member of the 
American Orff Schulwerk Asso-
ciation (AOSA). She is also a reg-
istered BMI writer and composes 
music for film and theatre. 

Her performances on the Costa, 
which will include the music of 
Chopin, Ravel and Clementi, will 
be held in Las Brisas in Marbella 
(Sunday, 9 December) and the 
Avanto Theatre in La Cala de Mijas 
(Tuesday, 11 December).  

Tickets for the Marbella con-
cert, which will begin at 8pm, cost 
55 euros and include welcome 
drinks and canapés, and a three 
course dinner. 

The show in La Cala de Mijas will 
start at 8.30pm. Tickets cost 30 
euros and include welcome drink 
and canapés.   

For more information, contact 
Anita: 6 44 24 23 65.

Acclaimed Korean pianist to 
perform on the Costa del Sol

Sarah Lee. :: SUR

Mustard Seed Gang, 
Ahaurín el Grande.

Al-Andalus - lecture.

Sabor a Málaga Gran Feria.
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Walks in the most 
authentic part of La 
Axarquía region

QUICK GUIDE 

The villages 
 
Alcaucín. On Stage 8 of 

the Great Trail of Malaga. 

In the Sierra de Tejeda. 

 
Alfarnate. This is the end 

of Stage 10 of the Great 

Trail, and the start of Sta-

ge 11. 

In the Alta Axarquía area. 

 
Alfarnatejo. Stage 9 of 

the route passes through 

here.  

In the Alta Axarquía area. 

 
Algarrobo. A point on Sta-

ge 3 of the route.  

On the coast of La Axarquía. 

 
Canillas de Aceituno. Sta-

ge 7 ends here, and Stage 

8 begins.  

In the Sierra de Tejeda. 

 
Canillas de Albaida. Stage 

7 passes through here. 

In the Sierra de Almijara. 

 
Cómpeta. The end of Sta-

ge 6 and the start of Stage 

7. 

In the Sierra de Almijara. 

 
Frigiliana. The end of Sta-

ge 5 and start of Stage 6. 

In the Sierra de Almijara. 

 

Periana. The end of Stage 

8 and start of Stage 9.  

In the Alta Axarquía area. 

 
Salares and Sedella. Villa-

ges on Stage 7 of the 

route. 

Also on the Mudejar Route. 

 
Torrox. End of Stage 3 and 

start of Stage 4. 

On the coast of La Axarquía.

The Great Trail of Malaga runs 
along the Mediterranean 
coastline and then heads to 
the inland region, passing 
through small villages on the 
eastern side of the province

F
ormer minarets 
converted into bell 
towers, medieval 
bridges, mountain 

scenery and ancient watch-
towers are just some of the 
attractions of the Great 
Trail of Malaga (Gran 
Senda de Málaga as it is 
known in Spanish) as it 
passes through the region 
of La Axarquía.  

This long circular route 
around Malaga province be-
gins on the coast and then 
heads inland through small 
towns and villages, giving 
them the chance to show off 
their tourist attractions to 
those following the trail.   

The part of the Great 
Trail of Malaga which 
passes through La Axarquía 
can be divided into three 
sections. One stretch runs 
along the coast, another 
takes you through part of 
the Tejeda and Almijara 
mountain ranges and fi-
nally one goes through 
what is known as ‘Alta Ax-
arquía’, or Upper Axarquía, 
which connects with the 
Sierra Norte region of 
Malaga.  

The first of these 
stretches visits the coastal 
areas of the municipalities 
of Algarrobo and Torrox. 
This is where the Great 
Trail begins its journey 

The stage







Where to eat 
 Venta La Parra. Before 

entering (or upon leaving) 

Alcaucín, you can stop for 

lunch at a very old ‘venta’ 

with panormaic views of La 

Axarquía. It is a roadside 

restaurant renowned for its 

traditional dishes, so you 

can find everything from a 

family recipe for ‘morrete’ 

to a delicious bean and 

vegetable stew.  

Paraje Cruz Del 

Gitano, 3, 29711 

Alcaucín. Tel. 

697 982 561. 

Where to 
stay  

Cortijo rural Pulga-
rín Bajo. At the end of the 

tenth stage of the Great 

Trail of Malaga, very close 

to the peaceful village of 

Alfarnatejo, is this com-

plex of three self-catering 

cottages with the traditio-

nal architecture of an old 

farmhouse. Outside and 

inside, this is like a trip 

back to the past for visi-

tors, especially the cosy 

style of the bedrooms and 

living rooms. 

Cortijo Pulgarín Bajo, 8. 

29194. Alfarnatejo. Tel. 620 

059 787. cortijopulgarin.com

ALTA AXARQUÍA. 
The Great Trail 

passes through 

Alfarnatejo, Alfar-

nate and Periana.

SIERRA TEJEDA. 
This circular route 

includes the GR-

242 or Great Trail 

of the Sierra de 

Tejeda-Almijara.

VILLAGES. This 

route includes a 

dozen relatively 

small villages in 

La Axarquía 

region.    

COAST. The 

coastal part of 

the Great Trail 

passes through 

parts of Algarrobo 

and Torrox. 

HERITAGE. The 

Great Trail takes 

you through an 

area rich in history.

AROUND MALAGA

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES
AV

ALM
JA
A
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e between Cómpeta and Canillas de Aceituno includes spectacular views of the countryside :: SUR

through places with fewer 
than 20,000 inhabitants.  

After leaving behind the 
town of Vélez-Malaga, the 
third stage of the Great 
Trail heads back towards 
the sea at Algarrobo Costa, 
passing along the pretty 
sea front promenade and 
close to the Torre Ladeá, 
one of the most emblem-
atic watchtowers on the 
coast of the province be-
cause of the remarkable 
angle at which it leans.   

After walking along this 
part of the coast you come 
to Torrox Costa, where you 
can explore the histori-
cally interesting area 
around the lighthouse. 
From there, this stage 
heads inland to the village 
of Torrox, passing through 
its pretty streets which 
still bear traces of its 
Moorish past.  

The stretch which 
passes through the natural 
park of the Sierras de Te-
jeda, Almijara y Alhama is 
much longer. Here, after 
leaving Nerja, it goes 
through the villages of  
Frigiliana, Cómpeta, Canil-
las de Albaida, Salares, Se-
della, Canillas de Aceituno 
and Alcaucín, in that order. 

This stretch, which is 
nearly 70 kilometres long 
and divided into three 

stages, coincides with a 
pre-exiting linear route, 
the GR-242 or the Great 
Trail of Sierra de Tejeda-
Almijara. 

This walk is especially 
interesting because it is 
very varied, combining 
some of the tourist routes 
such as the Mudejar, Wine 
and Olive Oil routes with 
tracks which link the vil-
lages and pass through the 
Sierras de Tejeda, Almijara 
and Alhama Natural Park.  

It is therefore a combina-
tion of ecology, history and 
gastronomy, which will de-
light all those with an in-
terest in rural tourism and 
walking.  

Thick olive groves (of the 
verdial variety), the remains 
of Moorish and even Roman 
buildings, fast-flowing rivers 
and panoramic views are just 
some of the attractions to be 
enjoyed along this part of 
the route.   

Among the enclaves and 
beauty spots which should 
not be missed on these three 
stages of the Great Trail of 
Malaga are the Higuerón 
river and the ‘Barribarto’ dis-
trict of Frigiliana; the hamlet 
of Acebuchal and the church 
of La Asunción, in Cómpeta; 
the Santa Ana chapel and Ro-
man footpath in Canillas de 
Albaida; the minaret and 

PLACES WHICH SHOULDN’T BE MISSED

El Barribarto 

Frigiliana 
Sierra de Almijara.  

The village of Frigiliana is 
the finishing point of one 
stage on the Great Trail of 
Malaga and the start of 
another, providing 
walkers with a great 
opportunity to explore 
one of the prettiest villa-
ges in Andalucía.  

Frigiliana is a typical 
Andalusian white village, 
with pots of colourful 
plants hanging on the 
fronts of immaculate 
whitewashed houses, es-
pecially in the ‘Barri-
barto’ district, whose 
steep and narrow pas-
sageways are just as they 
were in medieval times.  

The variety of colours in 

which the doors and win-
dow frames are painted is 
surprising. Blues, greens 
and reds stand out against 
the whitewashed fronts of 
the properties.  

Frigiliana is also home 
to some very interesting 
historical buildings, and 
has impressive views over 
the countryside and down 
to the sea. 
In the oldest part of the village 

of Frigiliana.

The route of 
the bridges  

Various villages 
Sierras de Tejeda y Almijara.  

The Great Trail of Malaga 
is also a good opportunity 
for finding out more 
about the interesting his-
tory of the small villages 
in La Axarquía through 
which it passes.  

Several of these have a 
number of well-pre-
served medieval and 
even Roman bridges, 
which walkers cross as 
they follow the  Great 
Trail.  

These can be found in 
the municipalities of 
Salares, Sedella and 
Canillas de Albaida, but 
other villages along the 
route are also still using 

bridges of this type to 
cross rivers and streams, 
such as Alcaucín and 
Canillas de Aceituno. 

At the moment, the 
councils of these villages, 
together with those of 
Árchez and Arenas, are in 
the process of creating a 
‘Route of the Bridges’ for 
tourists, with the sup-
port of the Malaga pro-
vincial government.  
In Salares, Sedella, Canillas de 

Albaida, Canillas de Aceituno 

and Alcaucín.

Moorish past 

Canillas de Aceituno, 
Salares and Sedella 
Mudejar Route.  

This Great Trail through 
the province is also a 
good excuse to discover 
more about one of the 
most important cultural 
and historical routes in 
La Axarquía region.  

Minarets, water depos-
its and other construc-
tions dating back to the 
last years of Al-Ándalus 
are the main attractions 
on the  so-called Mudejar 
Route, which includes 
three of the same villages 
as the Great Trail of 
Malaga: Canillas de Acei-
tuno, Salares and Sedella.  

As well as the most 
evident architectural 
Moorish remains, such as 
the minarets and 
mosques, the villages are 
also interesting in them-
selves, because they still 
retain some very obvious 
traces of their Andalusian 
origins.   
In the villages of Canillas de 

Aceituno, Salares and Sedella.

Casa Torreón, in Salares; the 
visitors’ centre of the natural 
park of Sierras de Tejeda, 
Almijara y Alhama, in Se-
della; the Casa de los Diez-
mos and El Saltillo, in Canil-
las de Aceituno; and the 
‘Fuente de los Cinco Caños’ 
fountain and ruins of the 
Zalia castle, in Alcaucín. 

The Great Trail of Malaga 
then continues, in this or-
der, through the villages of 
Periana, Alfarnatejo and Al-
farnate. The ninth stage be-
gins at Periana, and travels 
through some of the outly-
ing hamlets before arriving 
at the famous farming es-
tates of Alfarnatejo. 

The tenth stage runs 
through the municipalities 
of Alfarnatejo and Alfar-
nate, which are by far the 
highest villages in Malaga 
province.  They are both 
more than 900 metres 
above sea level, in the area 
known as Alta Axarquía, 
very close to the Sierra de 
Alhama mountain range 
which forms a natural 
frontier with Granada 
province. Rugged moun-
tains and gorges, cherry or-
chards, olive groves and 
one of the oldest ‘ventas’ 
or roadside restaurants, 
await the walkers who 
choose to do this part of 
the route. 

El Saltillo 

Canillas de Aceituno 
Sierra de Tejeda.  

La Axarquía has its own 
version of the famous 
‘Caminito del Rey’, al-
though in this case it is 
called El Saltillo and is a 
walkway in Canillas de 
Aceituno.  

This path, part of 
which was restored last 
year, crosses the Alman-
chares river which be-
gins at an altitude of 
more than 1,000 metres 
in the Sierra Tejeda 
mountains and then 
rushes down its slopes.   

This spectacular 
walkway, which is defi-
nitely not suitable for 
anyone with vertigo, 
can be accessed from 
the village of Canillas 
de Aceituno, which is 
where one of the stages 
of the Great Trail of 
Malaga ends and an-
other begins.  

A relatively short 
track, which is not very 
difficult, leads to the 
walkway, which these 
days complies with all 
regulations regarding 
safety for its users.  

The karst mountain 
landscape and erosion 
by water have made this 
a particularly beautiful 
area, and it is known to 
local people as La 
Rahíge (or sometimes 
La Rahíje).   

This beauty spot, 
which is situated next 
to the picnic area of the 
same name, can be eas-
ily accessed from one of 
the bends on the road  
between Sedella and 
Canillas de Aceituno. It 
is also a very popular 
area among those who 
are keen on canyoning.  
In the municipality of Canil-

las de Aceituno.
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Creating cuisine from 
his memories  

For Diego Gallegos, his work 

with freshwater fish, so-

mething natural for him, has 

also led him back to the cuisi-

ne of his country of birth.

:: DANIEL MALDONADO

Picanha  
The most highly-va-

lued piece of beef in 

Brazil for roasting 

comes from the 

highest part of the 

animal’s hindquarter. 

Cachaça  
A cheap and popular 

drink in Brazil, cachaça 

is aguardiente made 

with sugar cane, and is 

the basis for caipirinha, 

the national cocktail, 

but it can also be 

drunk on its own, for 

example to accompany 

the feijoada.

Feijoada  
This is practically the 

national dish, made 

with refried black 

beans and pork, served 

with long-grain rice, fa-

rofa (cassava flour 

toasted with bacon) 

and fresh orange.

Farofa  
Doughs, porridges and 

polentas made from 

corn or cassava are 

hallmarks of Brazilian 

cuisine. Farofa is cas-

sava flour toasted 

with a bit of fat, nor-

mally bacon.

:: ESPERANZA PELÁEZ 

FUENGIROLA. Sometimes, even 
without intending to, people end up 
going back to their origins. In the 
case of Diego Gallegos, who has just 
retained his Michelin star for his sus-
tainable cuisine based on freshwa-
ter fish and home-grown vegetables 
at the Sollo restaurant (Reserva del 
Higuerón, Fuengirola), it seemed qui-
te natural to link his food with the 
fluvial world. However it also led him 
back to the river of all rivers, the 
biggest on the planet, which flows 
through the territory and the soul of 
his country of birth, Brazil.  

Coming from this green country 
not only gave him a full understan-
ding of fish that are little-known 
here, such as tilapia and bagre (“it’s 
river chicken, and people eat it two 
or three times a week,” he says), but 
enables him to call on his memory 
of flavours for dressings, preparations 
and garnishes, which he adapts with 
the use of local and Mediterranean 
ingredients.  

Now, the culinary culture of his 
youth (although Gallegos lived in 
Sao Paulo until he was 18, his 
mother’s family is from Peru) is en-
hancing his reputation, not only 

through his research in Sollo’s own 
laboratory, but also through the menu 
at Arara, his bistro beside the restau-
rant at the Hilton Doubletree hotel 
at La Reserva del Higuerón.  

Named after the national bird of 
Brasil, a yellow-green macaw in dan-
ger of extinction, Arara has always 
served cosmopolitan fare, but from 
now on Brazil will be playing a big-
ger role.  

“Brazilian cuisine hasn’t had the 
luck of being acclaimed as the Peru-
vian gastronomy has, but it is as won-
derful as the country is. A wealth of 
products, preparations and influ-

ences. However, most of the haute 
cuisine there is French. There are still 
very few chefs who go back to their 
roots.  

“At Sollo we are doing that because, 
although it is not our exclusive 
theme, you have to talk about what 
it is. At present we are working on 
fermentations, which we do with 
guarapo, sugar cane juice. We use 
manual presses for that. We also use 
other Brazilian vegetables and fruits 
which are sometimes hard to find 
here,” says Gallegos.  

At Arara there are more common 
Brazilian flavours, but what is this 

type of cuisine like?  
“Very varied, in terms of products, 

geography and influences,” says the 
chef. “There are some national dishes 
like feijoada, rice with refried beans, 
which they eat there in the same way 
we eat bread here; flours, starches 
and semolinas made with corn and 
cassava; barbecued meats, which are 
predominantly eaten inland; and mo-
quecas, fish stew which is eaten all 
along the coast. But then there is a 
huge variety of influences  such as 
Japanese, Italian and German cui-
sine, in Sao Paulo; African in the Bay, 
Antillean... and there are native prod-

Diego Gallegos teaches us that Brazilian food is delicious and talks about tastes, products and recipes

Cuisine from the Amazon
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Fermentation 
At Sollo, they 

take advantage of 

the diversity of 

Brazilian vegeta-

ble products, es-

pecially sugarcane 

juice, to experi-

ment with fer-

mentations.

Cassava  

This is the Brazi-

lian name for the 

most-used tuber 

in the country, 

known here as 

yuca. It is used to 

make flour, 

among other 

things.

ucts which also mark the cuisine,” 
he adds.  

In Brazil a lot of palm oils are used, 
not the ones that are frowned upon 
here, but natural oils which give a 
lot of flavour such as dendé, as well 
as vegetables that are practically un-
known here such as chayote or okra, 
tropical fruits, coconut and coconut 
milk... 

“There is a basic flavour which, 
when you taste it, takes you 
straight to Brazil,” says Galle-
gos. It is the mixture of 
crushed salt with garlic and 
coriander, and the first thing 
he puts into a pot when mak-
ing a stew. “That and bacon,” 
he explains.  

He is fascinated by moque-
cas, a  fish stew with onion, 
chilli, tomato, coriander and 
malagueta pepper. In the 
north, it also has dendé and 
coconut milk. It has featured 
on the most recent menus at 
Sollo.  

However, the childlike side 
to this chef comes out in his 
fondness for ‘petiscos’, tapas 
or canapés sold cheaply as 

street food, such as cheese bread, 
made with cassava flour and a touch 
of parmesan. “Cheese bread with a 
good butter or jam... that’s heaven,” 
he says. Or the coxinhas, fried pastry 
filled with shredded chicken, a dish 
that Brazil shares with Portugal.  

“These are the things we want to 
recover at Arara - simple but very de-
licious and authentic dishes. I belie-
ve this is the time to highlight Bra-
zilian cooking,” he says. Amen to that.

‘Pão de Queijo’ is one of the most 
popular and well-loved foods in 
Brazil. It is eaten at any time of 
the day, usually hot. It can be 
eaten on its own or with a filling 
like a sandwich. One of the most 
common ways is to serve it with 
a little jam, a delicious contrast 
of flavours.  
 

PÃO DE QUEIJO 

 
INGREDIENTS  

200ml milk 

180ml sunflower oil 

100ml water 

500g cassava flour (yuca starch) 

4 eggs, beaten 

360g parmesan cheese 

a pinch of salt 

 

 

 
 
METHOD 

Put the milk, water and the sun-
flower oil in a saucepan and bring 
to the boil. Remove from the heat 
and beat in the cassava flour and 
salt while the liquid is still hot. 
Leave to cool. 

Mix the beaten eggs into the 
dough little by little.  

Once all the eggs are mixed in, 
incorporate the parmesan cheese.  

Leave the dough to rest for a 
few minutes.  

Pinch off small amounts of the 
dough and form into balls; plac-
ing them about 3cm apart on a 
greased baking sheet. 

Bake in a preheated oven at 

180º for around 30 to 40 minutes, 
depending on the size of the buns 
which should be well risen and 
golden. Remove from the oven 
and serve immediately.  

 

Diego Gallegos is at the helm of the 

Michelin-starred restaurant Sollo and 

Arara bistro bar, both in the Double 

Tree by Hilton Hotel Resort & Spa  

Reserva del Higuerón, Fuengirola

DIEGO GALLEGOS

Cheese bread

SOLLO INSPIRATION DIEGO 
GALLEGOS
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:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. On 12 December, rep-
resentatives of twenty different na-
tionalities living in Estepona will 
be showing off traditional Christ-

mas dessert dishes from their home 
countries. The event will be held at 
the town’s gastro-market, Mercado 
San Luis, from 5pm, and will see 
short demonstrations of what goes 
into making the sweet Christmas 
treats from each country.  

This is the fourth year that the 
event, called “Dulce Encuentro 
Navideño”, (A Sweet Christmas En-
counter), has been organised by the 
town hall and Sabor a Málaga. The 
UK, Germany, Bolivia, Brazil, 
France, Norway, Poland and others 
will be represented. 

Christmas dessert 
traditions from 
around the world to 
be centre stage  in 
Estepona 

F
ar too frequently a new 
wine comes onto the 
market at a price that 
puts it outside most 

drinkers’ reach. We recently saw 
pictures of footballer Ronaldo 
dropping into a London restau-
rant for a drink, that involved a 
bill of 31,000 euros for a bottle of 
Richebourg Grand Cru and 
Pomerol Petrus. For footballers, 
who probably know less about 
wine than the average reader of 
this column, the price of an item 
denotes its quality, but at least in 
this case the wines drunk were 
among the world’s very best. 

So far so justifiable, but what 
about those wines that are con-
ceived to be exclusive? Any idiot 
can make a wine and claim it is 
unique because there are only a 
few bottles available. This is 
called artificial unavailability. A 
wine from the unrated region of 
Cuenca, AurumRed, is produced 
using ozone, apparently because 
the producer was cured of a seri-
ous illness by it. The minimal pro-
duction is the conceived reason 
for the price of 15,000 euros a bot-
tle, so even if you need it as a 
medication, you will likely run 
out of cash before you get even a 
tenth of the way cured. Allegedly 
enough of each year’s production 
is sold to enable half to be cellared 
away for some future sale, while 
logic dictates that it should be do-
nated to the sufferers from what-
ever disease it is supposed to cure. 

The latest pathetic claim of 
‘the Most Exclusive Wine in the 

World’ title is being made cur-
rently for Demuerte Black 2016. 
The Yecla bodega, until now 
rated favourably by critics, 
makes and sells excellent wines 
at around 12 euros, but it has just 
dynamited any possibility of be-
ing considered a serious producer 
by adding to its range the said 
Demuerte Black, which costs 99 
euros. Apart from the usual guff 
about old vines, hand-selected 
grapes, etc, the main justifica-
tion for the price is the bottle, 
decorated with ‘two Swarovski 
precious stones’. Fortunately for 
the bodega, there may indeed be 
some idiots who believe that the 
merits of its wines can be sum-
marised by the bottle rather than 
by what it contains.

ANDREW J. LINN 

TRICK OR TREAT?  

Pavina Pino Noir 2017 

The Alta Pavina winery is just 
outside the Ribera del Duero of-
ficial zone so its products have 
to be classified as Vinos de Cas-
tilla y Leon. This rosado is one of 
the very few in Spain made 
from 100% Pinot Noir grapes, 
notoriously difficult to manage 
but when suc-
cessfully har-
nessed can 
produce excel-
lent wines 
like this one. 
Sold locally at 
around 8 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Traditional food and a     

warm seasonal welcome

BENALMÁDENA 

The Ha’pennybridge Irish pub 
has been a local landmark in 
Benalmádena for many years. Re-
cently under new management, 
it has been given a new lease of 
life and is now open 365 days a 
year. Serving traditional favourites 
like fish and chips, chicken curry 
and of course Guinness stew, it’s 
well worth a visit for a bite to eat 
and a pint.  

Sunday lunches remain a popu-
lar favourite and why not call in 
and sample something from the 
new cocktail menu? 

Christmas is nearly here and the  
pub is decorated from floor to ceil-
ing adding festive cheer and a wel-
coming party atmosphere.The 
Christmas Day Lunch menu will 
be available from 1pm and will in-
clude a welcome glass of cava, a 
choice of four starters, traditional 
roast turkey with all the trimmings, 
roast beef, salmon or vegetarian op-
tions followed by rich sherry trifle, 
lemon cheesecake or luxurious 
chocolate brownie, tea or coffee with 
petit fours. A children’s menu is 
available. Bookings are required  so 
ring Adam to reserve a table  on 
665639378. 

There is live, acoustic music every 
weekend as well as a Christmas sing 
along with local favourite Siobhan 
Tierney on 29th December. For the 
New Year’s Eve celebrations there 
will be a special countdown party. 
The Ha’penny Bridge caters for 
family parties, christenings, wed-
dings and all types of special 
events, call Kate the party gal for 
more information on 722174610.  
The bar also offers full sports cov-
erage with all important matches 
being shown.

ADVERTORIAL Ha’penny Bridge Bar, Benalmádena

Paddy O’Baubles, the resident elf, enjoying Sunday lunch.

z·    Ha’penny Bridge  
Address : Calle Torrealmádena, 
Benalmádena Costa.                                                
Tel: 952575222                     
Facebook: Ha’penny Bridge 
Benalmádena

The interior is decorated from floor to ceiling, ready for Christmas.

The outside of the bar in Benalmádena.
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MALAGA. After seven consecutive 
league wins at La Rosaleda, defeat 
in the Andalusian derby against Gra-
nada on Saturday afternoon brought 
an end to Malaga’s 100 per cent 
home record - the only one remain-
ing in Spain’s second tier. 

Ángel Montoro’s second-half goal 
pushed Granada above Malaga in 
the league table as Juan Ramón 
Muñiz’s side fell to back-to-back de-
feats for the first time this season, 

denting hopes of an automatic re-
turn to the top flight. 

Jack Harper was back in the start-
ing eleven after missing the previ-
ous five games and this meant that 
Muñiz could once again deploy his 
favoured 4-4-2 formation after ex-
perimenting, albeit unsuccessfully 
with Juanpi in the number ten role 
in Extremadura last week. 

However, Malaga’s forwards   
were limited to very few efforts on 

goal on the day by a combination of 
organised defending from the visi-
tors and a distinct lack of creativity 
from midfield. 

The absence of Adrián was par-
ticularly felt as Malaga lost the ball 
on 163 occasions (a season high) and 
struggled to regain possession, do-
ing so on just 50 occasions, com-
pared to 69 a week earlier. 

The hosts’ best chance in the first 
half fell to top scorer Gustavo Blanco 
Leschuk whose attempted near-post 
flick from Alfred N’Diaye’s low cross 
from the right was blocked by keeper 
Rui Silva. 

N’Diaye was then almost culpa-
ble for giving away a goal when he 
clumsily lost possession deep in his 
own half but goalkeeper Munir came 
to his rescue to block Adrián Ramos’  
shot towards the near post. 

For the third successive match, 
Muñiz made a half-time substitu-
tion. Clearly unhappy with his wide 
players’ contribution, Javi Ontiv-
eros made way for Dani Pacheco, 
himself coming in from the cold af-
ter not appearing for two games. 

This did not improve things for 
the home side who went behind less 
than ten minutes after the restart 
when Ángel Montoro’s strike from 
the edge of the area trickled past 
Munir who was deceived by the de-
flection off Mehdi Lacen. This was 
just the second goal Malaga have 
conceded at La Rosaleda this season. 

Having not seen his wide players 
lay on a pass for a strike on goal since 
Renato’s intervention against 
Gimnàstic two games previously, 
Muñiz made two further changes 
on the wings in a bid to open up Gra-

nada. Renato and Sead Haksabano-
vic entered the fray but barring 
N’Diaye’s wayward strike from the 
edge of the box, Malaga rarely wor-
ried Rui Silva between the sticks. 

Quick to play down talk of a cri-
sis after the recent downturn in re-
sults, Muñiz insisted following the 
game that it would be “unfair” to 
say that Granada were the better 
team. “It was a very even game,” he 

Malaga’s 100% home record ends 
with defeat in Andalusian derby 

Víctor Díaz (left) celebrates after Montoro’s deflected strike beats Munir in the Malaga goal. :: ÑITO SALAS

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

Zaragoza - Cádiz                        0-1 
Córdoba - Elche                         1-1 
Reus - Mallorca                          0-2 
MALAGA - Granada                0-1 
Almería - Extremadura          1-1 
Sporting - Tenerife                   2-1 
R. Majadahonda - Deportivo     0-0 
Osasuna - Lugo                          1-0 
Numancia - Gimnástic            3-0 
Albacete - Alcorcón                 2-1 
Las Palmas - Oviedo                0-0

Tenerife - Extremadura  
Deportivo - Numancia  
Gimnástic - Granada  
Mallorca - MALAGA  
Albacete - Osasuna  
Oviedo - Almería  
Alcorcón - Reus  
Cádiz - R. Majadahonda  
Elche - Sporting  
Lugo - Las Palmas  
Zaragoza - Córdoba

1. Alcorcón                  33     16    10       3      3    20      8 

2. Deportivo               31     16       8       7      1    26    10 

3. Granada                   31     16       9       4      3    24    12 

4. Albacete                  30     16       8       6      2    23    13 

5. MALAGA                29     16       9       2      5    19    12 

6. Mallorca                  27     16       7       6      3    22    14 

7. Cádiz                        26     16       7       5      4    23    14 

8. Osasuna                   25     16       7       4      5    19    16 

9. Las Palmas             23     16       5       8      3    20    16 

10. Oviedo                 23     16       6       5      5    19    21 

11. Sporting              21     16       5       6      5    17    15 

12. Almería                20     16       5       5      6    18    17 

13. Numancia            20     16       5       5      6    16    18 

14. R. Majadahonda 20    16       6       2      8    14    20 

15. Extremadura      16     16       4       4      8    23    26 

16. Lugo                      16     16       4       4      8    13    17 

17. Tenerife               16     16       3       7      6    14    21 

18. Elche                     16     16       3       7      6    13    21 

19. Zaragoza             15     16       3       6      7    17    21 

20. Reus                      13     16       3       4      9    10    24 

21. Córdoba               12     16       2       6      8    18    33 

22. Gimnástic            10     16       2       4    10    11    30

TEAM                                                               PT                  P              W           D               L            GF       GA
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The Blue and 
Whites are down to 
fifth after suffering 
back-to-back 
defeats

0-1 
MALAGA-GRANADA 

 Malaga:  Munir; Cifu (Haksabanovic, 80’), 
Diego González, Pau Torres, Ricca; Juanpi 
(Renato, 61’), N’Diaye, Lacen, Ontiveros 
(Dani Pacheco, 46’); Blanco Leschuk, Harper. 
Unused substitutes: Kieszek, Iván, Lombán, 
Boulahroud. 

 Granada:  Rui Silva; Víctor Díaz, Germán, Mar-
tínez, Álex Martínez (Quini, 18’); Vadillo, Fede, 
Montoro, Pozo; Fede Vico (Puertas, 64’), Adrián 
Ramos (Nico Aguirre, 82’). Unused substitu-
tes: Aarón, Alberto, Juancho, Rodri. 

 Goals:  0-1 Montoro (54’). 

 Referee:  Soto Grado. Yellow cards for Mon-
toro, Diego González, Rui Silva and Haksa-
banovic.
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said. “Both teams worked very hard 
and gave everything on the pitch. 
We came up against a side which 
worked very hard in defence and 
stopped us from creating a lot of 
chances.” 

Muñiz leapt to the defence of his 
players, saying that their influence 
was limited by “defensive discipline” 
of the opposition. 

Despite two losses on the bounce, 
the head coach said: “It’s important 
not to go overboard. We’ve always 
said it wasn’t going to be easy - quite 
the opposite. It’s a long campaign 
and there will be bumps along the 
way.” 

Malaga currently sit in fifth place 
and face two difficult away days in 
Mallorca and Oviedo, either side of 
a derby at home against Cadiz, be-
fore the Christmas break. “We must 
turn this around as quick as possi-
ble,” said full-back Cifu. 

:: JAMES CHAPMAN 

As Christmas approaches, 
Malaga’s run-in isn’t easy. Next up 
is a trip to the Balearics to take on 
newly-promoted Mallorca who 
have maintained their momen-
tum from last season and trail by 
just one place and two points. 

In 1999 Mallorca reached the 
final of the European Cup Win-
ners Cup only to be beaten by 
Lazio in the final 2-1. That year, 
and again in 2001, they finished 
3rd in La Liga - their highest po-
sition ever. 

Since then, though, the club 
has gone through difficult times 
both financially and on the pitch 
and in 2017 they dropped down to 
the Segunda B,  following a draw 
to already relegated Mirandés. 

One year later , against the 
same opponents and in the same 
stadium, a draw sealed Mallorca’s 
return to the second tier. 

Unbeaten in seven league 
games, Mallorca have not lost at 
home since 23 September.

Up next

MALLORCA (A)

MALLORCA-MALAGA 
SATURDAY 6PM

Malaga CF president 
Sheikh Al-Thani has been 
accused of “deliberate 
manoeuvring” to further 
delay proceedings  

:: ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. The so-called ‘BlueBay 
case’ has been hit with yet another 
delay as the trial was postponed 
until 21 February 2019 at a hear-
ing at the Ciudad de Justicia in 
Malaga on Tuesday. 

Malaga CF president Sheikh Ab-
dullah Al-Thani was in attendance 
and was set to testify against the 
BlueBay hotel group which is de-
manding that the conditions of a 
contract, which it signed with the 
sheikh and his associates in 2013, 
be honoured. They are calling for 
49 per cent of shares in the club as 
well as control of its running. 

Al-Thani, for his part, says Blue-
Bay never complied with the con-
ditions of the contract, rendering 
it invalid. 

The trial was postponed two 
years ago when Al-Thani’s lawyers 
lodged a criminal complaint for 
falsehood and misappropriation 
against former Malaga CF direc-
tors Abdullah Ghubn and Moayad 
Shatat, and the head of BlueBay, 
Jamal Satli Iglesias, a day prior to 
the preliminary hearing. With 
these complaints officially shelved, 
the trial was set to resume on 
Tuesday. 

This time, however, it couldn’t 
go ahead for procedural reasons 
with Ghubn not in attendance. 
Sources say that he never received 
notice that he needed to attend. 

This was not received well by 
Iglesias, who said that he believed 
this was yet another ploy by the 
sheikh’s team to delay proceedings. 

“We hoped that it would take 
place today, but once again it hasn’t 
been possible thanks to yet another 
deliberate manoeuvre from Mr Al-
Thani which only serves his inter-
ests and not those of the club. We 
hope this can be resolved as soon 
as possible,” he said. 

Al-Thani had flown into Malaga 
on Friday morning with his daugh-
ter Hamyan and both attended 
Malaga’s clash against Granada at 
La Rosaleda on Saturday, ahead of 
his court appearance. 

The sheikh set to leave again  
Despite this being his first visit to 
the city since May 2017, Al-Thani 
told reporters as he left the Ciudad 
de Justicia that he would not re-
main in the city for long: “I have a 
work trip, but I might come back 
after.” 

The sheikh also insisted that he 
didn’t know anything about the 
whereabouts of Ghubn but told re-
porters that the team was doing 
“very well”. 

“I hope that we return to 
Primera; we have a lot of players 
and we can improve,” he said. 

Asked whether there would be 
any new players coming in Janu-
ary, he said: “There are a lot of pos-
sibilities. We will see what happens 
with [sporting director José Luis] 
Caminero. He has the final say.”

BlueBay trial postponed again, 
leaving the club’s future up in the air

Two defeats in less 
than a week for 
Malaga women 

MALAGA 
:: M. RIVAS. Malaga CF’s women’s 
team failed to deliver a win on 
Thursday, despite the holiday 
turnout of around 500 spectators 
at La Federación ground. The lo-
cals were unable to fight back af-
ter visitors Athletic Club Bilbao 
scored twice in the first half hour. 

This result followed a disp-
pointing 1-0 loss away to Rayo 
Vallecano on Saturday. Iris Pon-
ciano scored the winner with ten 
minutes to go after Antonio 
Contreras’ side enjoyed the ma-
jority of the possession.

Thursday’s game. :: SUR

Season tickets for 
second half of the 
season go on sale 

MALAGA 
::  A. GÓNGORA. Malaga CF on 
Monday made season tickets for 
the remainder of the season avail-
able for purchase. 

These half season tickets will 
grant you entry to all home 
games in the second half of the 
league campaign, plus the re-
maining two of this half against 
Cadiz and Reus. 

Tickets are available for be-
tween 120 and 600 euros for 
adults and cost just 30 euros for 
children. 

They can be bought either 
from the club’s ticket offices at 
La Rosaleda stadium or online 
(www.malagacf.com).

IN BRIEF

Journalists surround Al-Thani outside the Ciudad de Justicia on Tuesday. :: SALVADOR SALAS
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A LOOK AT LA LIGA

Athletic Bilbao is a club that is re-
spected globally for being a con-
stant in Spain’s top league and 
sticking to its Basque-only player 
policy. 

It’s a club with a magnificent 
support, an incredible modern sta-
dium and an impressive history 
but the problem is the present.  Af-
ter failing to win since the open-
ing weekend of the season, they 
have slipped into the relegation 
zone and it prompted them to sack 
the coach Eduardo Berizzo this 
week. 

Gaizka Garitano has been pro-
moted from running the B team 
but he has a pretty unimpressive 
CV and the tradition of appoint-
ing from within almost cost them 
last season when Cuco Ziganda 
managed only a 16th-place finish. 

The Athletic dilemma is unique.  
The club is cash rich. In the past 11 

months Aymeric Laporte headed 
to Manchester City and Kepa Arriz-
abalaga to Chelsea for a combined 
140 million euros.  

Outgoing president Josu Urru-
tia said recently: “Financially speak-
ing we are on a better footing than 
at any time in modern history.”  
Would they reverse the player pol-
icy?  “No, never” was the compre-
hensive answer. 

So the president’s successor has 
to think laterally.  There are a cou-
ple of Basque players -Fernando 
Llorente and Ander Herrera- who 
could be persuaded to return home 
for the good of the club.   

Llorente has played just 13 
minutes of Premier League foot-
ball for Tottenham this season 
and at the age of 33 he may be 
ready to move back.  He left un-
der a cloud when he refused to 
sign a contract in 2013 and left to 

seek his fame and fortune in Se-
rie A. Now he’s made his fortune 
he could be the saviour they need 
as time has finally caught up with 
the club’s 37-year-old striker Aritz 
Aduriz. 

Joining him on the plane from 
England could be Ander Herrera.  
A move from Manchester United 
is generally a step down but maybe 
he could be persuaded to make a 
temporary trip to the San Mamés 
as he’s only started three top flight 
games this season. 

The situation isn’t desperate; 
they’ve only lost five games, the 
same as Real Madrid. The problem 
appears to be the will to win.  Eight 
games have ended in a draw.  A cou-
ple of them, Real Madrid and Bar-
celona were creditable, but others 
like Rayo, Getafe and Eibar less so. 

There is talent. A number of 
clubs were reported to be inter-
ested when Iker Muniain was stall-
ing on a new contact and Iñaki Wil-
liams is an exciting young striker 
who has been capped by Spain.  The 

fact that none of Williams’ four 
goals this season have been scored 
at home tells a story. 

The players have history weigh-
ing them down.  Only three clubs 
have never been relegated from La 
Liga: Real Madrid, Barcelona and 
Athletic. 

The Basque-only policy doesn’t 
apply to managers.  Jupp Heynckes, 
Marcelo Bielsa and Howard Ken-
dall all enjoyed a spell in charge.  
Kendall left his legendary Everton 

team behind to move to Bilbao. 
The modern Everton fans may 

scoff but Athletic find themselves 
in a similar situation to the Mer-
seysiders a year ago with an un-
derperforming team in need of 
someone to pull the players to-
gether.  It sounds like a job for Sam 
Allardyce - the man who claimed 
his Englishness always held him 
back from big jobs. 

We’ve had ‘El Tel’ in La Liga af-
ter all. So why not ‘Gran Sam’?

Athletic Bilbao are facing the real prospect of 
relegation for the first time in their history

From El Tel to Gran Sam?

ROB PALMER

Herrera and Llorente during happier times for the club. :: EFE

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

Padilla’s men couldn’t 
score despite their 
opponents going down 
to ten men early in the 
first half 

:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. Marbella fell to their 
second consecutive league defeat 
on Sunday, in what was quite pos-
sibly their worst showing of the 
season so far. 

Padilla’s side started and fin-
ished the game slowly and were 

punished in the 20th minute from 
Recreativo Granada’s first effort 
on goal. Despite a warning min-
utes before with a similar move, 
the hosts still allowed Héctor, the 
smallest man on the pitch, to steal 
a march at the near post to head 
home a corner. 

Six minutes later, Marbella were 
given an unexpected lifeline as 
Hongla received his marching or-
ders for two yellow cards in the 
space of seconds. The first was for 
a foul; the second for his vocifer-
ous protests afterwards. 

The hosts then spurned several 
clear chances which fell to Elías, 
Añón and Juanma - chances they 
would later regret passing up as 

Granada’s second team shut up 
shop in the second half. 

Padilla brought on forwards 
Montero and Mustafá in a double 
change in the 53rd minute as the 
side attempted to work the ball 
into wide areas before crossing. 
However, the lack of rhythm dis-
played meant that they couldn’t 
carve out any further chances and 
instead went two goals behind 
when a loose pass from Cruz was 
punished as Jean Carlos scored on 
the counter-attack. 

Unfortunately for the around 
700 fans inside the Antonio Lo-
renzo stadium, there was no fight-
back and Marbella are just a point 
outside the relegation zone.

The Marbella slide continues

MMARBELLA 0    

RECREATIVO GRANADA  2

Juanma controls the ball under pressure from Marín. :: J. RODRÍGUEZ
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with the group containing one too 
many host nations. Euro 2020 will, 
for the first time, be held across 12 
host cities, once more with the par-
ticipation of 24 nations. ROI’s place 
was taken by Northern Ireland. 

World Cup semi-finalists Eng-

land, who were drawn in Group A, 
should progress without any issues 
having drawn Czech Republic, Bul-
garia, Montenegro and Kosovo. 

Coach Gareth Southgate called 
it a “great opportunity” for his 
young side.

Two goals inside the first half 
hour from Claudia Pina were 
enough to seal a historic vic-
tory for Spain’s women’s un-
der-17 side in the World Cup 
final in Montevideo (Uru-
guay) on Sunday. The side 
saw off Mexico 2-1, banishing 
memories of four years pre-
viously when they lost out in 
the final to Japan (2-0) and 
had to settle for bronze in 
the Jordan tournament two 
years ago. Upon their return 
to Madrid, the players were 
given a hero’s welcome and 
reception at the Ciudad de 
Fútbol.

SPAIN’S UNDER-

17S CROWNED 

WORLD 

CHAMPIONS

:: EFE

Luis Enrique’s side will 
compete in a six-team 
group alongside Sweden, 
Romania, Norway, Malta 
and the Faroe Islands   

:: AMADOR GÓMEZ / DARYL 
FINCH 

MADRID. Fortune was on Spain’s 
side on Sunday as the draw for the 
qualifying rounds of the 2020 Euro-
pean Championships at the Con-
vention Centre Dublin paired them  
with Sweden, Romania, Norway, 
Malta and the Faroe Islands in 
Group F. 

“Each group is difficult in its own 
right in a draw like this but we are 
happy,” said coach Luis Enrique. 

Having successfully avoided 
drawing Germany, who were for 
the first time in pot two, La Roja 
will only be disappointed that they 

were drawn in a group of six, rather 
than five, meaning that there will 
be no opportunity to contest 
friendly matches. 

However, with World Cup quar-
ter-finalists Sweden the highest 
ranked side in the group, Luis En-
rique should have  plenty of oppor-
tunity to experiment against min-
nows Malta and the Faroe Islands. 

Gibraltar 

Gibraltar’s quest for qualification 
starts with a visit from Mick McCar-
thy’s Republic of Ireland in March. 

A venue has not yet officially 
been announced but the GFA’s pref-
erence is for the game to be con-
tested on home soil. 

They are joined in Group D by 
Georgia, Switzerland and Denmark. 

The  Republic of Ireland were  
originally placed in the ‘group of 
death’, alongside the Netherlands 
and Germany,  but earned a reprieve 

Spain happy with Euro 2020 qualifiers draw

:: DARYL FINCH 

Luka Modrić and Ada Hegerberg 
were the winners of French pub-
lication France Football’s prestig-
ious Ballon d’Or trophy at a cere-
mony on Monday night. 

Real Madrid midfielder Modrić, 
who last season won the Cham-
pions League and reached the fi-
nal of the World Cup, finished 
ahead of Cristiano Ronaldo (476 
points) and Antoine Griezmann 
(414). With 753 points, the Croa-
tian  became the first player other 
than Ronaldo and Lionel Messi to 
win since 2007. Messi came fifth 
with 280 points. 

This year saw the first women’s 
version of the prize and its first 
ever recipient was Lyon’s Norwe-
gian striker Ada Hegerberg. Heger-
berg’s side won the treble last year 
with the forward scoring 13 goals 
in nine games on the way to 
Champions League victory. She 
finished ahead of Wolfsburg’s 
Pernille Harder and teammate 
Dzsenifer Marozsán. 

The moment, however, was 
marred by an incident involving 
host DJ Martin Solveig who asked 
her if she knew how to ‘twerk’. He 
has since apologised.

Luke Modric wins 
his first Ballon 
d’Or to break the 
Ronaldo-Messi 
duopoly
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S Karate. The Goju Ryu club in Torremolinos produced six me-
dallists at the recent Spanish Karate Championships held in Ponfer-
rada. Alfie Bannister, Antonio Lozano and Salvador Balbuena came 
runners-up in the boys’ team event, while the latter triumphed in 
the boys’ kata. Marta Vega claimed bronze in the under-21 women’s 
category, as did Paula Quesada in the girls’ event. ::  SUR

S Petanca. The Buena Vista Petanca Club recently held its Autumn Cup Competition at Torrox 
Park. Twenty-eight members took part in the competition. The winners were Sue Cole and Ged 
Hart with three wins and plus 18 points. The runners-up were Joan Hart and Fred Bamynek with 
three wins and plus 17 points. :: SUR

 Handball. Spain’s 
women’s handball side go 
into the second phase of 
the Euro 2018 champion-
ship in France with zero 
points after losing to Hun-
gary 32-26 on Wednesday. 
This poor result, due to a 
great extent to a lack of 
solid defence, followed 
their previous loss on Mon-
day to Holland. In the next 
phase they meet Germany, 
Romania and Norway. :: AFP
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Pueblo: 2 bed 
townhouse, separate garage, sea 
views, large terrace, communal pool. 
220.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

ALHAURIN Torre. Bargain of the 
week! Centre of this charming town 
5 bedroom, 1 bathroom townhouse. 
Large kitchen with fireplace, laun-
dry room, storage room, terraces, 
small garden garage, 162,000 euros. 
Esme Julia 629487762, 678457784 

Marbella 

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile) 
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

LOVELY two bed, two bath flat for 
sale in La Cala . Three terraces. 1st 
floor. With/without car. Five min-
ute walk to beach . Five minutes to 
La Cala Resort. Ideal for home or 
holiday. No agents. Mir-
iL230270@gmail.com  

SAN PEDRO beachside beautiful 
penthouse, 3 double bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and 2 terraces. 
South/southeast with the store and 
parking. No agency. 696178281  

Mijas 

EL COTO 3 bed, 2 bath apartment. 
139,000 Euros. 626.864.683 

Torremolinos 

TORREMOLINOS La Colina: 2 bed, 
1 bath apartment, 8th floor very 
nice views, 160,000 Euros. 
629555815 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

SELLING your Property? Honest 
valuations. Maximum exposure and 
Free Energy Certificate. 15 years 
successfully selling property on the 
Costa. Call 606526618 or email 
info@first4propertyspain.com No 
sale. No fee guaranteed 

PRIVATE serious: Looking to buy 
property in San Pedro Alcántara. 
g8grupo@yahoo.es 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626.864.683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

VARIOUS rental properties avail-
able starting from 400 euros/ month, 
longterm. Benalmádena - Marbella. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

BENALMANDENA (Tivoli area), 
large independent villa, 4 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms, garage, pool, large 
garden. Nice views. Owner. 
629591893 

BENALMADENA Costa, nice studio 
apartment, terrace, pool, 350 
euros/month. 679111522 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Mirador del Carvajal, 
8 month lease only, 2 bed apart-
ment, 2 bath, furnished, parking, 
sea views. 625 euros 
monthly.Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Benlmadena, town-
house, short term, 7 months let, 3 
bed, 2 bath, furnished, parking, great 
sea views. 750 euros monthly. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Torremuelle, 1 bed stu-
dio apartment, furnished, fantastic 
terrace with amazing seaviews. 600 
euros monthly. Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

Estepona 

CASARES del Sol: 2 bed, 2 bath 
apartment, garage, storeroom, sea 
views, pool. 125.000 Euros. 
626.864.683 

Fuengirola 

LOS BOLICHES: Winter let, a very 
comfortable 3 bedroom apart-
ment from December to March. 
English TV. 699026009  

LOS PACOS one bedroom penthouse, 
long let, furnished, parking, pool, 
gym, sauna 550 Eur.608450001 

FUENGIROLA, detached house, ter-
races, enclosed garden, 780 
euros/month.679111522 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN, country cottage, 2 bedrooms, 
garden, storage,390 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, magnificient towhouse, 5 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, attic, patio, 
980 euros/month.679111522 

ALHAURIN Torre-Grande long term 
rentals. Flats, townhouses, rustic, 
urban villas. Esme Julia 629487762, 
678457784 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

URB. Terrazas de Guadalmina. First 
floor; apartament 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathroom, 100 m 2; first line of Gua-
dalmina Golf Course: garage in-
cluyed. 1.100 euros month. 
605963207 

MARBELLA Banús, luxury 2-3 bed-
room apartment by Marina. Private 
garden. Pools, garage. Long-term 
let. Visit www.apartamentos-
banus.com reference "Garden".bra-
voelezovic@gmail.com 
34637439222 

Mijas 

2 RUSTIC houses near urbanization 
Campomijas. 3 km. into country-
side. 952590519 

CALA Mijas, Alamar: 2 bed apart-
ment. Long term. Sea views, garage, 
store room. 686757747 

Torremolinos 

PLAYAMAR apartment two bed-
rooms. 1200 euros month winter 
690740404 

TORREMOLINOS center, 75 m2 fur-
nished apartment, 1 bedroom, liv-
ing room South, long-term. 550 

/month. 615672582 

Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 

OFFICE To Rent. Seafront Mijas 
Costa. 62m2. 500 euros/month. 
679844853 

ACCOMMODATION 

House / Flat Share 

WANTED person to share very pleas-
ant townhouse. Beachside between 
Puerto Banus and San Pedro. Excel-
lent location. Double bedroom with 
ensuite bathroom. Nice terrace. 
Pleasing views. Underground park-
ing. High Speed WiFi, TV. Share of 
kitchen, salon, dining. 500 Euros 
p/month. Phone 952634557 or 
email dmc248@gmail.com 
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SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

SWIMMING pool heat pumps: Cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
EnviroCare SL. All areas covered. 
Full guarantee. Over 20 years on the 
coast. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS..ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers.info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

SERVICES 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

WINDOW and door replacement. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

I'M LOOKING for work: I'm quali-
fied & experienced builder, all ce-
ment work, plumbing, electricity, 
tilling. Construction of new roofs & 
replacement of old roofs, etc. Any 
kind of reforms. Small and big jobs 
guaranteed. Speak little English. 
663473631/ 643529338 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

Plumbers 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

ENGLISH Plumber and Heating tech-
nician, including wood and pellet 
stoves, 25 years experience phone 
Deon 685596003  

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional painters & decorators. All 
aspects of interior & exterior work. 
Also kitchen/ furniture spraying. 
Call/ WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

FULLY qualified decorator, all as-
pects covered with over 25 years 
experience. Friendly/ efficient 
service. References available. All 
areas covered, Marbella to Gra-
nada. Contact Mark 653080455/ 
952034078. Facebook: m.wright 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

STAN clean reliable painter, deco-
rator, plus wallpaper. Long term 
established on Coast with good 
recommendations. No job too 
small!! Free quote. 663424258 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952450348 

GERMAN Masterbuilder, tiling, 
painting, humidity problems, gen-
eral repairs. 677306774  

HOUSE or apartment. Inside and/or 
outside. We do all efficiently, cleanly 
and reasonably. Please call 
607693536 for a free estimate 

ALL TYPES of renovations, paint-
ing, construction. 951 390 260 
www.costarenovation.com 

RETIRED cabinetmaker for bespoke 
handmade furniture and restaura-
tion. Tel. 952590519 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del 
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141 
www.masterbuildspain.com... 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
670409759.  

CARPENTER Doors, Wardrobes, 
Kitchens, Flooring, Renovations, 
13yrs Marbella, 666269751 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Boilers 

WATER heaters: Gas or electric. Over 
20 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com....... 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 36 years expe-
rience 

VISTA Home maintenance. No job 
too big or small, professional, reli-
able, trustworthy. Air-con, boilers, 
decorating plumbing & tiling, 
floor/terrace polishing, shutter re-
pairs, refurbishments. Call us for a 
no obligation quote. Office 
952867121 or 628983250 

Bathrooms 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-

tic jointing, strips between the glass 

curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952 667 559  

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

ENGLISH 24/7 Locksmith/Safe 
Engineers. Established 2004. Call 
Daren or Mick 952660233-
667668673-636770865 www.se-
curityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

SOLAR Domestic Hot Water Sys-
tems: Quality installations. Over 20 
years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com...... 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 
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AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR CONDITIONING. Quality in-
stallations, repairs and servicing. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Author-
ised installers under regulations: 
Real Decreto 115/2017. EnviroCare 
SL. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. Author-
ised installers under regulations: 
Real Decreto 115/207. www.envi-
rocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the 
Costa Del Sol 952663141/ 
670409759 

FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves: 
info@envirocarespain.com..... 
www.envirocarespain.com. All ar-
eas covered. Established on the Costa 
Del Sol for over 20 years. 
952663141/ 670409759 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136  

WINDOW Cleaners: Commercial and 
Residential. La Cala/ Fuengirola. 
Everyday. Call Peter 603156987 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com   

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

CATERING services for Christmas 
and New Year as well as parties, wed-
dings, children´s parties and cor-
porate. Menus for all tastes and budg-
ets : canapés, hog roast, paellas, for-
mal dining and can include tables, 
chairs, bar, waiters etc. Contact 
Heather at Fiestasol info@fiestasol 
657214831 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

SANCHEZ Romero Lawyers solici-
tors criminal civil law. Marbella. 
Málaga. 952849914 

Insurance 

Accountants 

NEW SERVICE for non-resident 
property owners. File your yearly 
tax return (form 210) online from 
the comfort of your home 
www.taxesinspain.com 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

WORKING Investment Partner 
sought to join newly established Vir-
tual Reality Entertainment Com-
pany. Currently operating through-
out Andalucia and looking to con-
solidate and expand. You will have 
commercial awareness, enthusiasm 
and drive and be able to communi-
cate in English and Spanish. Mini-
mum investment 50k Euros. gor-
donsvilla@gmail.com 

QUALIFIED hairdresser and barber 
required to rent chairs, great op-
portunity to start a growing busi-
ness in a top class salon in Mijas Golf 
648211743 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE! www.yarzalawyers.com 
0034.619.930.052 

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to raise funds against your 
home in Spain for property reforms, 
debt consolidation, liquidity pur-
poses or Self Build finance? We have 
alternatives to high street Banks 
which offer bespoke solutions! Call 
us or visit www.fluentfinance-
abroad.com for more information. 
+ 34 952961952 or email info@flu-
entfinanceabroad.com. Visit our San 
Pedro office 

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see 
if you can SAVE MONEY or better 
your terms by changing Spanish lend-
ers. Do you have an old interest only 
mortgage which needs to be refi-
nanced? Contact Marc  952853647, 
melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com or visit www.fluentfi-
nanceabroad.com 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 
MAN & VAN Big/ small removals, 
clearances. 100% reliable. Ikea col-
lection/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Este-
pona. David 696810618 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK DEC 14TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

MAN WITH big van, removals, 20 
Euros/ hour. Also house clearance. 
Ikea runs. 609321958 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

MAN/ VAN Services. Removals. 
Transport. Deliveries, collections, 
and rubbish clearances from 25 
Euros. Extra help available. Steve 
602813062 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 
removals. Steve 722306194 

WANTED shop stock, tools, Bric-
a-Brac, electrical. Chris 
660366033 

GUITAR collection for sale. Gibson 
LP custom, Fender strat, acoustics 
and amplifiers. 952795389 

BEAUTIFUL Black/ dark brown la-
dies mink coat. Size 40/12, knee 
length. For sale 195 Euros ONO. Tel 
677575516 

DUE TO major house refurbishment 
all contents must go! Kitchen, Lights, 
Furniture, Log Burning Fire and much 
more. Mobile 00447785993303 
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MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

MUSTANG 350GT. 4.6. 2008. Only 
17000mls. LHD. Met Apple Red. 
Black leather. Black wheels. Shaker 
speakers. Newly installed Alpine sys-
tem. Unique UK reg. plates. MOT'd. 
Taxed. Serviced. In Spain now. Ster-
ling Pounds 25,000. Suit UK non res. 
Photos available. Immaculate fu-
ture classic. Phone/txt Milan on 
00447341838172 

PHONE me first or last, but phone 
me! Wanted UK cars, vans, mo-
torhomes. I pay more!!! Chris 
660366033 

VW PASSAT 1.9 2013, 195,000kms, 
as new. 5 doors. 13,500 Euros. ONO. 
629555815 

CHEVROLET Blazer. Automatic. 
120,000 kms. 1,800 Eur. ONO. Tel. 
952590519 

SEAT Leon, 2008 1.9 Stylance Eco-
motive, very economical diesel car, 
serviced yearly, current ITV, must 
be seen. 4.795 O.N.O. 626426642 

MERCEDES E250 CBI AMG Sports, 
automatic, convertible. Azur Blue. 
Green leather seating. 33,000miles. 
Service History just serviced. Span-
ish plates RHD. Immaculate condi-
tion. 22,500 Euros. 650679123/ 
952838167 

CLASSIC Mercedes 500SL 1992 This 
rare car has a new ITV, auto roof, 
FSH, colour Anthracite, drives like 
a dream, must sell, reduced from 
9.550 euros to 8.000 euros. Tel. 
952113482   620249232 

ARE YOU offended by everything? 
Identified as non-binary? Vegan? 
Lactose & Gluten intolerant? Lib-
eral? We have the car for you, show 
the world your moral superiority 
with the 2017 Toyota Auris Hybrid 
for only 18.500 euros available at 
Cunild & Co.Puerto Banús www.cu-
nildco.com 656885270 

PEUGEOT  306, 1.9 Diesel, ITV June 
2019. Many new parts including new 
clutch. 725 euros ono. 671945178 

Repairs 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CAR REGISTRATION registration 
hassle free. Don't drive illegally. Ask 
specialists before buying & regis-
tering to save tax. More info 
www.meexpress.net 952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

PUERTO Banús  8M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

RESTAURANTS 

PERSONAL Chef. Fancy a break-
fast, brunch, lunch or dinner with 
friends and family in your own 
home? 602002032 www.flory-
valpersonalchef.com Marbella / 
Málaga 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

FIT GENTLEMAN 70, looking for 
fun. Can accommodate. 603689240 

TALL slim English guy, WLTM new 
friends under 50. 603179185 

Counsellors 

PROFESSIONAL Counsellor Degree 
in psychology English speaking spe-
cializing anxiety  panic attacks, child 
development & grief Benalmadena 
651431026 952567299 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

TAKE a break.. Enjoy the benefits 
of relaxing massages. 623156610 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

MATURE male for Naturist /Sports 
massage. I live A.E.G or mobile. 
WhatsApp 693710522, 
07963134523, mizpha-
man@gmail.com 

MARBELLA titled chiropractor and 
massage therapeutic. Chinese tech-
niques. Portable massage beds. 
Monik 686740661 

FUENGIROLA: Japanese, Thai, 
Swedish, Bali massage. Anti-stress 
therapy. 600231544 

NEXT to San Pedro. professional 
and relaxing massage. polish lady. 
603105196  

THAI woman. Professional mas-
sages. Benalmádena Costa. Visits. 
Appointments. Whatsapp. 
612210289 

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. 622231133 

FULL body massage: Relaxing, 
Therapeutic, Sport, Swedish. Pro-
fessional masseuse. Excellent at-
tention. Puerto Banús. 603249328 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard +447813944146 

Hairdressers 

HAIRDRESSER speak English & 
Spanish. Does pedicure, manicure 
and Reflexology. 7 days a week. 
673388343 

Others 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

IPTV 2300+ channels from UK and 
16 other countries, 48 hour trials 
available... Full details 
www.pjsat.tv/iptv or 672836621 
(mobile/ whatsapp) 

GOLF 
FOR SALE golf share in Atalaya Golf 
& Country Club. Call 
00447899955262  

FOR SALE two family shares. Campo 
Golf Guadalmina. Super price. 
665787998 
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BBC 1/2 full pack no internet no 
contract just need 80cm dish one 
off pay full full sky pack IPTV inter-
net and all europeens channels no 
dish no contract paye as you go best 
IPTV in the marcket/ satélite real-
ligment internet wifi inprouvement 
all type leed lcd tv repairs/ power 
failure electrical rewiring video se-
curity camera . all coast corerage 
full furanteed José Sotto Since 1973. 
952 443 838. 670 44 38 38 Email 
josesotto@ono.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. info@daytona.es 
or call 952667395 Los Boliches 

Websites 

WEBSITES New builds, Manage-
ment, Upgrades, Hosting, Problem 
solutions. Robert. 637517551 

WEB DESIGN. Local SEO. Logo & 
Graphic Design. Branding & Social 
Media. Visit: thetruelocals.com 

Others 

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

PC DOCTOR New address!!! Paseo 
Jesus Santos Rein 11 Fuengirola, 
opposite Tourist Office. 952 591 
071 

PC DOCTOR Nos mudamos!! Desde 
el 7 de Diciembre nuestra nueva di-
rección sera Paseo Jesus Santo Rein, 
enfrente Oficina de Turismo y cerca 
de las oficinas Aseguradora IBEX, a 
tres minutos andando de donde es-
tamos ahora. ¡Ven a vernos pronto! 

CLASSES 
HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola, also C/Mayorazgo 
8, Trapiche area, Marbella. Manual 
or automatic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/Mijas. 657325808 

BECOME an accredited professional 
TEFL English teacher: www.thetefl-
centre.com info@theteflcentre.com 
639196855 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method: simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain can help you hire 
and keep quality staff quickly and 
cost effectively. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com  

JOBFINDER Spain can help you find 
your ideal job. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

MARBELLACO.COM Due to many 
Scandinavian clients, we are look-
ing for a Swedish sales coordina-
tor/sales agent, high commission! 
and a Danish experienced sales co-
ordinator, fixed payment and high 
commission. Experience within the 
real estate business and a good 
knowledge of the Costa del Sol, is a 
must.We offer you a job within a suc-
cessful and professional team. Send 
application and CV marked ¿Swed-
ish/Danish¿ to ez@marbellaco.com 

NOW HIRING! Part time Adminis-
trative Assistant.Email: jobs@local-
soft.net  

BOUWERSGIDS.BE zoekt Belgische 
en Nederlandse televerkopers om 
ons product te promoten. Hoge ver-
diensten en wekelijkse betalingen. 
Info: 685855297 www.bouwers-
gids.be of info@bouwersgids.be 

LISTER Real Estate agency located 
in Mijas Costa and operative on the 
entire Coast is looking for Experi-
enced Lister. The candidate must 
speak English and Spanish fluently. 
Fixed salary and high commission 
scheme for the right candidate. 
Please send CV: info@buenavista-
homes.eu and/or call 951484500 

MARBELLA&CO, Real estate agency 

in Marbella. We are looking for an 

office manager for leading our team. 

You need being fluent in English and 

good in Spanish, having experience 

within real estate. We offer you be-

ing part of a very professional and 

successful team. Send applications 

to: ez@marbellaco.com marked with 

OM 

PART- time English teacher for pres-

tigious English language centre in 

east Marbella. Small groups of 4 to 

10 year-olds. 11 hours per week 

from 15:30 mon - thurs. Good level 

of spoken spanish required. Please 

send C V by whatsapp to 677808300 

or info@marbellastudycentre.com  

TWEETALIGE aankoopmedewerker 

gezocht voor hulp bij aankoop van 

classic cars regio Andalusie . Geen 

ervaring vereist. Werktijden over-

een te komen . Zeer goede verdien-

sten ! info@euro-automotive.be  

300-3,000 EUROS per month part 

time! We are looking for people in 

all areas that seriously want to work 

with us. Home based, commission 

package. Contact Phil Cony on 

643781651 for details 

WOMAN wanted for Adult parties. 

150 Euros/ hour. 660366033 

INTERNATIONAL online Stock Brok-

ing company is looking for client in-

troducers. Please apply with CV to 

broker.recruiting@proton-

mail.com 

SALES Rep required for immediate 

start in real estate office in Alhaurin 

el Grande. Full time position, wages 

based on commission. English es-

sential, other languages will be val-

ued. Experience preferred but not 

essential. Please contact Isabel 

Gomez on 655923853 or email Isa-

bel.gomez@yourviva.com 

SPACE MARBELLA are now recruit-

ing telemarketers to work from their 

Nueva Andalucia office. Applicants 

must be enthusiastic and bubbly 

with a great telephone manner. Full 

nomina offered with excellent com-

missions, flexible hours and full on-

going training given. Sent CV to 

work@spacemarbella.com 

ADMINISTRATION assistant re-
quired for an ever expanding lead-
ing Events company. English native 
tongue and fluent Spanish required. 
Excellent communication and writ-
ing skills and a good working knowl-
edge of Microsoft Outlook and Ex-
cel essential. Position is part-time 
initially, leading to fulltime for the 
right candidate. Please send CV to 
susie@sunshineweddings.com 

ACADEMY in Benalmadena looking 
for experienced qualified TEFL 
teacher. Must enjoy working with 
children. Please send CV to: victo-
riahalton@gmail.com 

WE ARE hiring Videogame Testers 
(all languages). Tel. 952028080 
www.localsoftgames.com 

LOOKING for a woman age 30 to 
45. Required full time. Can speak 
English, cook, clean. Location cen-
tre Puerto Banus. For a young 84 
year old man. Please contact Brian 
609500744 or email: pent-
house2102@gmail.com 

DUTCH speaking Sales and Telesales 
agents needed now to join dpi. Hun-
dreds of Dutch speaking clients are 
now looking to buy property with 
dpi. Send you Cv to info@direct-
propertyinvestments.com or call 
952806609 and tell us why you 
should be given these buyers 

CHEF wanted. Mijas Costa (Mijas 
Golf area) Part time, possible full 
time. Tel. 603386499 after 5pm 

SALES & Customer Service staff 
wanted / Holiday Resort in Estepona 
Must be fluent English speaking Real 
Estate Experience Desirable. No 
Timeshare workers £40,000 per year 
+ commission (basic included) UK 
based paid Training (expenses paid) 
For more information send C V to 
nathan@luxurylodges.com 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES  German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated,microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-

tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-

proved, safe, secure and loving en-

vironment. Large kennels & play ar-

eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 

welcome. www.eurodog.es 

952464947 -679786669  

STEFANIE'S Kennels and Cattery, 

Estepona. Excellent facilities, es-

tablished 1986. Viewing most wel-

come. 952790943 www.stefani-

eskennels.com 

Pet Transport 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Flying 2. Roads                              
3. Post 4. Handbags

Hermes is the Greek God of 
what?

1. Thieves 2. Lost things 3. 
Animals 4. Children

St Anthony is often mentioned as 
the patron saint of what?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11324 

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

A suggestion brings a far better 

response than expected. Overall there is 

a very optimistic atmosphere. All that 

you need is that little extra bit of 

confidence?    

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

This being a rather emotional time for 

you, it is best to take a deep breath 

before speaking. Be wary of sharing 

personal matters with a workmate as 

this can be unwise.                                                                                                            

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

A cluster of chances to get ahead mean 

a busier than usual time with scant left 

for leisure. Still there is the holiday to 

plan and look forward to, isn’t there?   

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Remember that people come and go 

despite what we may want! The kindest 

people in the world are the most taken 

for granted sometimes.    

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Being social with colleagues can bring 

dividends right into next year. Co-

operation in this area may seem 

tedious at times. However, someone 

has a solution to your problem.   

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

It may be necessary to change your own 

plans for the holiday if you want to be in 

a particular place. Disruption to travel 

may mean starting your journey earlier.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

A completely new idea for the holiday 

could emerge and surprise those who 

think that they know you. Some last-

minute suggestions give you something 

special to look forward to.   

 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Going with the flow and really living in 

the present can make this a sparkling 

time. You may not feel over emotional 

but very much ‘at one’ with the people 

around you.         

 

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

There are likely to be some problems to 

solve midweek. Nothing serious but 

having an extra pair of hands could be 

invaluable. 

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Want to impress someone special? Just 

make an extra effort with your 

appearance but remain yourself! 

Nobody wants you to change your 

sparky attitude or cheeky smile!  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

A slight hiccup with a loved one is best 

resolved by not making too much fuss. 

After all, it is the forgiving time of the 

year. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Is this the best time to discuss the 

future with a loved one? You can with 

actions and not just words. Getting the 

ball rolling, despite the time of year, 

could see you strike a bargain.  

1 4 9

5 3 7

8 3 5

5 6 7 1 4 2

4 2 8

7

8 1 7 4

2 1 3 8 6

6 5

 Across  Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruisers  

Submarines

Destroyers
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Across Down

WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer : Roads. 
Of interest: Hermes is the winged 
herald and messenger of the 
Olympian gods. In addition, he is 
also a divine trickster, and the god 
of roads, flocks, commerce, and 
thieves. Hermes was also capable of 
crossing the border between the 
living and the dead.  
Answer: Lost things. 
Of interest: St. Anthony of Padua, 
known as the patron saint of lost 
articles, is credited with recovering 
lost people, items and stolen goods. 
In art he is shown with a book, a 
heart, a flame, a lily, or the child 
Jesus.

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is I.  Ferrari, 
Maserati, Bugatti, all sports 
car manufacturers.

‘The Beauty of the Sea’

Language Crossword

Last week:  
Fuengirola    

The emblem of the Rotary 
International Club is situated on the 
Paseo Marítimo Los Boliches. The 
Fuengirola-Mijas Rotary Club was 
founded in 1984 by Carlos Bertrán de 
Lis, Ramón Morales, Miguel Arconada 
and the sculptor, Thomas Fischer.  

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  
Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Mein Schiff 2              08/12              Gibraltar            Valencia               07.00            21.30 

Nieuw Statendam     08/12             Cartagena           Funchal                08.00            18.00 

Norwegian Spirit       11/12               Funchal             Alicante               07.00            17.00 

Viking Sun                   13/12             Cartagena             Cadiz                  08.00            22.00 

Norwegian Spirit       21/12               Funchal             Alicante                07.00            17.00 

Aidamar                       25/12               Arrecife           Cartagena              10.00            19.30 

Mein Schiff 2              29/12              Gibraltar            Valencia               07.00            21.30 

 



in English
December 7th to 13th 2018 Nº 1792  FREE DISTRIBUTION / Reference price: 1.30€ 
Published by Prensa Malagueña, S. A.  MA-1279-96  Circulation controlled by PGD/OJD.   
Internet address: www.surinenglish.com   E-Mail: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es

Head office: Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, 29009, Málaga. Telephone: 952649600. Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es  
Advertising: Telephone 952649669 Email: evera@diariosur.es U.K. Representative: Global Media Sales Ltd PO Box 1126, Bromley, BR1 9TX  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 8464 5577

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

Although these are the times of 
speed dating and Tinder, it is still 
possible to find love with the help 
of a matchmaker and arranged mar-
riage. That, at least, is what is hap-
pening to one of the most famous 
inhabitants of Bioparc, a gorilla 
called Echo, who more than a year 
after arriving in Fuengirola is about 
to meet his future partner.  

This is what the park staff hope 
will be the start of a new life: a 20-
year-old female called Buu travelled 
from her previous home at 
Chessington Zoo near London this 
week to Bioparc to take up a very 
important position: the second 
member of the breeding group of 
the gorilla species at the park. It is 
hoped that Buu, who has already 
given birth once in London, will 
create a new family with Echo.  

Some months ago, after the death 
of Ernst, the iconic silverback go-
rilla who lived at the Bioparc for 
more than 14 years, the park trans-

formed its facilities, security meas-
ures and the protocols of the tech-
nical and veterinary team to be-
come the fifth park with a gorilla 
breeding programme in Spain. The 
initiative is extremely important, 
because this species is among the 
ten most endangered primates in 

the world. It has been decided that 
the park is ideal to house a male and 
two fertile female gorillas, who will 
share their habitat with Kim, an 
elderly female who lives there at 
present.    

Echo, a young male from Kolmar-
den zoo in Sweden, arrived at Bio-

parc in May last year. After a year 
and a half with Kim, he has adapted 
perfectly to his new home, his com-
panion and his keepers. The trans-
fer and the coordination between 
the Swedish zoo and the Fuengirola 
park was “a total success”, say 
sources at Bioparc. The arrival of Buu 

is the next step in the lowland go-
rilla reproduction project, which 
will conclude when the second fer-
tile female is brought here next year.  

After weeks of coordination be-
tween Chessington and Bioparc, Ja-
vier Vicent, a keeper in Fuengirola, 
set off for London last week, for 
what he described as a “unique ex-
perience in my professional life”.  

A new life 

Before Javier accompanied Buu to 
Fuengirola, he had to learn as much 
as he could about her: her charac-
ter, daily diet, favourite food, ha-
bitual behaviour, customs, relation-
ship with her keepers, etc.  

These animals are much more so-
ciable than other primates such as 
chimpanzees, but this process is es-
sential for Buu as well as Javier, be-
cause there needs to be a close link 
between them. Every animal’s per-
sonality is different and Javier’s 
work involves getting to know and 
understand them.  

Bioparc expects that it will take 
three to four weeks for Buu to adapt 
to her new surroundings and com-
panions, after which time visitors 
will be able to see her.  

Once she has settled in, every-
one at the Bioparc will be hoping 
that this will be the start of a long 
and happy fertile life for its gorillas. 

Echo arrived at the Bioparc last year and has adapted perfectly to his new habitat. :: SUR

A new life for Buu in Fuengirola
Chessington Zoo and 
Bioparc in Fuengirola have 
arranged the transfer of a 
female gorilla who they 
hope will mate with 
Bioparc’s male, Echo


