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Runners set off from the Paseo del Parque on Sunday morning. :: ÑITO SALAS

A MARATHON
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Success for local stars as 
the Solheim Cup draws 
near - all in this month’s 
Costa del Golf   INSIDE

Costa has the most problem road 
tunnels and bridges in Spain

Shares in Unicaja Banco and Liber-
bank rose this week as both compa-
nies announced they have been talk-
ing about a possible merger. 

Unicaja is the biggest of the two 
firms and would be the senior part-
ner in any deal, bringing some re-
lief locally, as the bank is a big em-
ployer in Malaga province where it 
has its main offices. 

There is also little geographic over-
lap, as Liberbank is strong in cen-
tral and northern Spain.  P20

Malaga province tops the national 
list for the number of main road 
tunnels not meeting safety stan-
dards and bridges or viaducts in a 
poor state of health. 

The central government is urgently 
putting out to tender work to up-

grade longer tunnels to meet EU rules 
before an April deadline and avoid a 
possible fine. The AP-7 and A-7 are af-
fected and work has been put off un-
til the time period for improvements 
has almost run out. 

For bridges and overpasses in 

bad shape, the government has also 
said this week it will take extra ac-
tion, carrying out additional in-
spections at those that do not pose 
an immediate safety risk but which 
need regular monitoring, possibly 
using drones.  P4

There are 21 tunnels 
locally on an EU watch 
list and nine bridges 
under observation 

The company is in talks 
with Liberbank to form 
Spain’s sixth biggest 
banking group 

Malaga’s Unicaja 
Banco could be 
about to get 
bigger in a merger 

An end to a long wait. 
Two operating theatres at 
the Guadalhorce valley 
hospital have opened after 
a two-year bureaucratic 
battle  P10

The Sierra de las Nieves, 
one step away from 
being a National Park. 
Campaigners are hopeful 
for a formal declaration in 
the spring  P19

Riverbeds remain 
clogged with 
vegetation after the 
autumn’s heavy rains and 
poor upkeep is increasing 
flood risks  P14

Juanma Moreno emerges 
as most likely candidate to 
be regional president  P23

Ciudadanos and 
PP talks to run 
Andalucía roll on 
into next week

:: EP
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T
he car industry is fuming. 
Successive announce-
ments from the Spanish 
government about a rise 

in the price of diesel in 2019 and a 
ban on the sale of combustion en-
gines from 2040 as part of the fight 
against climate change, have 
sounded the alarm in a sector of the 
economy which represents ten per 
cent of Spain’s GDP and nine per 
cent of employment. In recent 
weeks dealers and manufacturers 
have been complaining about the 
“uncertainty and confusion” cre-
ated by these situations, which they 
say is already having an effect on 
the market.  

“People come to the dealers but 
they don’t know what to buy. It’s a 
complete mess,” says Carlos Oliva, 
the president of the Malaga Auto-
motive Association (AMA), which 
comprises 200 companies includ-
ing official dealers, workshops and 
showrooms who employ 3,000 peo-
ple in total. He says the scandals 

 economia@diariosur.es

EUGENIO 
CABEZAS

Local dealers are questioning the government’s plans to ban the sale of petrol and 
diesel vehicles, saying it is causing uncertainty and confusion among buyers 

The automotive sector is getting 
worried about the 2040 deadline

In the first ten months of  
this year 29,826 cars  
were registered in  
Malaga province, an  
increase of 9.9 per cent.  
:: ÁLVARO CABRERA
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about diesel engines some years ago 
tilted the balance in favour of pet-
rol-fueled cars, “and now with the 
tax harmonisation they are propos-
ing this could be the end for diesel 
vehicles”.  

In Malaga province, in the first 
ten months of this year, 29,826 ve-
hicles were registered, of which 
16,449 were petrol and 11,036 die-
sel. This is an increase of 9.9 per cent 
compared with the same period in 
2017. Now, the sector is warning 
that in November the number of 
new registrations fell by 22 per cent, 
on top of a nationwide reduction in 
October (6.6 per cent, 88,410 vehi-
cles). In fact, September brought to 
an end 29 months of consecutive 
increases all over the country, co-
inciding with the new European 
regulation regarding emissions com-
ing into force, which caused an in-
crease in operations in the previous 
months. 

“There is a certain demonisation 
of diesel, because of the scandals 
about manipulation of contamina-
tory emission levels, although more 
people are now realising that a die-
sel car can have a more intensive 
use,” says Oliva, who in any case be-
lieves that the Spanish automotive 
sector is not prepared for complete 
‘decarbonisation’ within 30 years.  

“The government’s announce-
ments are all well and good, but they 
are forgetting that in other coun-
tries, like Germany, they have or-
ganised one billion euros of invest-
ment plans to encourage the change 
of model, and provide help for peo-
ple buying electric or hybrid vehi-
cles,” he says.  

Sources at Faconauto, the federa-
tion of dealers’ associations, are con-
cerned that the government’s in-
tention of banning registration and 
sales of traditional combustion and 
hybrid vehicles in 2040 will reduce 
the number of new registrations 
even further. “It’s bad news for the 
sector and for the economy,” they 
say, and they want the government 
to rejuvenate the ageing Spanish ve-
hicle fleet in the short term, as part 
of its plan to decarbonise mobility. 
“They can’t just give out this infor-
mation without the sector know-
ing about it, and without specific 
and exact measures in mind,” they 
complain. 

The government has also come 
under strong criticism from manu-
facturers. The Association of Auto-
mobile and Truck Manufacturers 
(Anfac) flatly rejects the move, con-
sidering its “objectives excessive and 
its deadlines accelerated”. Sources 
there also consider that “in practice, 
this means going against the princi-
ple of technological neutrality which 
is defended to the utmost by the 
European Union,” they say.  

Transport sector 
Those in the transport sector are 
also critical of the government’s 
plans. Borja de Torres, president of 
the Acotral firm and vice-president 
of the federation, says it is “difficult 

to evaluate the proposal because it 
would have effects ten years before 
coming into force and it is difficult 
to know whether at that time there 
will be alternatives to diesel which 
are efficient in economic, social and 
environmental terms”.  

In his opinion, “someone who 
wants to invest in a diesel vehicle 
in 2030 will know that in 2040 it 
will have no value” and that, he 
says, will affect consumption and 
the industry.  

“I believe that a progressive im-
plantation with assistance would 
be much more suitable. Also, there 
are a lot of matters to sort out, like 
charging systems and batteries (in 
Spain there are only about 5,000 
charging posts, compared with 
12,000 in Paris alone), the model 
and energy costs, the autonomy of 
the vehicles... all this needs to be re-
solved before setting a date,” he says.  

The lack of public assistance for 
the sector to buy vehicles is an-
other common complaint. “There 
has been none for more than three 
years now, although those are more 
profitable for the State because it 
recovers the money through the 
taxes paid on registration and IVA,” 
says Carlos Oliva.  

With regard to assistance for elec-
tric vehicles, compared with the 
plans in other countries, Spain has 
only invested 74.5 million euros in 
the past five years, and last year there 
was none. 

Despite this avalanche of criti-
cism, the Minister of Energy Tran-
sition, Teresa Ribera, defends the 
draft plans. She says they are rea-
sonable and would mean full im-
plantation of electric vehicles in 
22 years.  

“Spain cannot be at the back of 
the queue in the process towards 
which the whole EU is heading. The 
worst that we can find is that a tsu-
nami passes over us,” she said in a 
recent TV interview. 

The sector represents 
10% of Spain’s GDP and 
9% of employment, 
with more than 
150,000 workers

The low sales figures 
reflect a sector which is 
accusing the government 
of causing “uncertainty” 
through its climate 
change plans  

:: E. CABEZAS 

MALAGA. Of the nearly 30,000 
vehicles registered in the prov-
ince in the first ten months of this 
year (29,826), only 53 were elec-
tric. If the statistics provided by 
the dealers’ federation Faconauto, 
from data from the Traffic Depart-
ment, were to include other al-
ternatives to petrol and diesel, 
such as the diesel/electric hybrids, 
those that use com-
pressed natural gas, 
petrol/electric, plug-in 
petrol/electric and pet-
rol/gas, the figure 
would still not reach 
eight per cent.  

“There is not much 
choice of electric vehi-
cles available and the 
price is a major prob-
lem, but another fac-
tor is that most mod-
els also have very limited auton-
omy,” says Carlos Oliva, the presi-
dent of the Malaga Automotive 
Association (AMA), who says the 
announcements made by the Min-
istry of Energy Transition are just 
“playing to the gallery”.  

“In countries like Norway half 
of all cars sold nowadays are elec-
tric. We are light years away here, 
because we don’t even have 
enough charging points,” he says.  

In sectors like cargo transport, 
the implantation of 100 per cent 
electric vehicles “is a completely 
ridiculous idea,” says the head of 
Malaga firm Acotral, Borja de Tor-
res. “We have an alternative like 
natural gas which many compa-
nies are starting to use on a trial 
basis, and I have no doubt that it 
will be the bridge between diesel 
and other alternatives of the fu-
ture,” he says.  

With regard to motor manufac-
turers in Spain the Minister of In-
dustry, Commerce and Tourism, 
Reyes Maroto, says these are “lag-
ging a long way behind” in terms 
of the production of electric cars, 
with only four models available. 
She has announced measures to 

boost the manufac-
ture of electric vehi-
cles, and promised to 
give “certainty” and 
“legal security” to the 
sector through a 
working group 
“which will focus on 
competitivity and sus-
tainability”.  

Meanwhile, the 
Spanish Retail Fuel 
Vendors Group (Aeve-

car) does not agree with the gov-
ernment making it obligatory to 
incorporate charging points for 
electric vehicles at filling stations, 
because “it is an investment whch 
is not going to pay off ”, says the 
general secretary, Víctor García 
Nebreda. 

However, Antonio Ariza, the 
president of the Professional As-
sociation of Electrical Installers 
of Malaga (Apiema), says the lack 

of apparent interest in electric ve-
hicles is due to the fact that there 
are not enough charging points 
in the streets.  

“We have asked the mayor of 
Malaga, Francisco de la Torre, to 
provide us with land for two 
charging points, one near our of-
fices in the Calle Babel area, and 
the other near the Materno hos-
pital, in Arroyo de los Ángeles. 
They will be free to use, thanks 
to the national federation Fenie, 
with whom we are associated, and 
its own electricity sales company, 
and there will be no cost to the 
town hall. The president of the 
provincial government, Elías Ben-
dodo, has also asked Apiema for 
an expansion plan for the prov-
ince, a type of route map for charg-
ing points. Other big cities like 
Valencia, Mallorca and Madrid are 
doing the same. And in the prov-
ince we are very advanced with 
three charging points in Rincón 
de la Victoria. At one time Malaga 
was a pioneer with its ‘Zem2All’ 
programme, but it has been left 
behind now,” he says. 

Ariza says the future of mobil-
ity is undoubtedly going to be 100 
per cent electric, and that means 
we need public charging points. 
They are nothing more than a 
socket, and can be installed by any 
electrician.  

“We are working with the Junta 
de Andalucía on this, because it 
is vital. Generally at a national 
level it is working well. Fenie al-
ready has more than 2,500 charg-
ing points in Spain, but the lack 
of them in the streets is a serious 
problem,” he says. 

Only eight per cent of new 
vehicles registered in Malaga 
are electric or hybrid

Two Tesla vehicles, at a charging point in China. :: EFE

32,636 
new vehicles were registered in 
Malaga province in 2017, an in-
crease of 9.7 per cent.  

53 
electric vehicles have been sold 
in Malaga so far this year, the 
highest number since 2014.  

5,000 
charging points exist in the 
whole of Spain, whereas in Paris 
alone there are 12,000. 

THE FIGURES

Antonio Ariza. :: SUR
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While there is no 
immediate danger, the 
government promised to 
step up inspections this 
week, including using 
drones  

MALAGA. The province of Malaga 
tops the list of Spanish provinces 
with safety problems on its bridges 
and tunnels on the trunk road net-
work, and all of those affected lo-
cally are on the Costa del Sol. 

According to data from the cen-
tral ministry for Infrastructure (Min-
isterio de Fomento) and the EU, 21 
of the 113 tunnels in Spain that don’t 
meet EU safety rules are found along 
the Costa. 

Meanwhile the same ministry 
has admitted in separate data, which 
was previously kept secret but now 
published in El País newspaper, that 
there are 66 sub-standard main-road 
bridges, viaducts or overpasses across 
the country, nine of which are on 
the Costa del Sol. 

Mountainous terrain 
The amount in Malaga province, 
which tops the list of both tunnels 
and bridges, is being blamed on the 
area’s mountainous terrain, mean-
ing it has an above average share of 
tunnels and bridges on its motor-
ways and main roads. The age of the 
roads is also being blamed. 

However, the government could 
now be facing more fines from Brus-
sels, similar to those recently given 
out for not treating effluent cor-
rectly in some areas, for failing to 
comply with its own promise to 
meet the EU deadline to upgrade 
tunnels by spring next year. 

Tunnel vision 
In terms of the 21 local tunnels 
which have safety deficiencies, 11 
are on the A-7 coastal dual carriage-
way and are in municipalities in-
cluding Marbella, Mijas, Estepona, 
Casares, Benahavís, Vélez-Málaga, 
Nerja, Torrox and Frigiliana.  

The remaining 10 are on the AP-
7 toll motorway. In the case of the 
A-7, it is down to the government 
to solve the problems, which in-
clude a lack of escape routes, sys-
tems for smoke extraction in a fire 
and inadequate safety lighting. 
Whereas for the road carrying the 
AP-7 classification, it is the private 
toll road operator that needs to pay 
the bill. 

The problems arise from a 2007 
law, which was enacted in response 
to a 2004 EU directive, that gave 
Spain until 30 April next year to up-

grade the safety features in longer 
tunnels. 

Longer tunnels prioritised 
Even newer tunnels, such as the one 
at Churriana on the A-7 Malaga outer 
ring road, widely praised for its 
safety and only opened in 2011 af-
ter the law change, are included on 
the list. 

In all, the government says it 
needs to spend an estimated 27 mil-
lion euros carrying out the upgrades 
along the Costa del Sol. It is now 

seeking to have the timeframe for 
its own law extended for the shorter 
tunnels, under 500 metres, where 
improvements are less urgent.  

Officials are also probing extra, 
remedial measures in the meantime 
for safety. However work on the 
longer tunnels, over 500 metres, is 
being put out to tender early next 
year as they are the most urgent un-
der the EU guidelines.  

Improvements were delayed dur-
ing the financial crisis when infra-
structure budgets were cut. 

Bridge problems 
In the case of the problematic bridges, 
another government analysis says 
that nine of the 66 bridges or viaducts 
with the most critical problems on 
the state road network are in Malaga 
province. These are on the A-7, MA-
20 (old A-7 between Torremolinos 
and Malaga city) and the N-340 be-
tween Nerja and Maro. 

 The government’s analysis of al-
most 23,000 bridges, viaducts and 
overpasses across Spain gave points 
to the condition of each bridge and 
each one with 81 points or more has 
been listed as a problem. Sixty-six 
were found to have the most serious 
problems. Only six per cent of the 
23,000 were given the total all clear. 

No real danger for now  
The government has stressed that 
none of these bridges is in any dan-
ger and the problems, including cor-
rosion, can be fixed in time. After the 
data was published this week, it prom-
ised to step up inspection on the 
bridges, including using drones, and 
blamed the previous government for 
doing nothing until now about the 
tunnels.  

In terms of problematic bridges, 
Malaga is out in front with Cadiz prov-
ince, compared to other provinces. 
For tunnels, the northern region of 
Asturias is a close second to Malaga, 
with 20 needing a safety upgrade. 
Here too there are a lot of tunnels as 
motorways have to wend their way 
through mountains.

Costa road tunnels and bridges have more 
safety problems than anywhere else in Spain 

File photo of an accident inside a motorway tunnel in Malaga province. :: SUR

IGNACIO 
LILLO

 ilillo@diariosur.es 

Name                                                                                                           Location                                  State-run or toll 

Calahonda                                                                        AP-7 Mijas                    Toll 
Capistrano                                                                       A-7 Nerja                      State-run 
Casares                                                                              AP-7 Casares               Toll 
Cerrado de Calderón                                                    A-7 Malaga                   State-run 
Cerrosol                                                                            A-7 Nerja                      State-run 
Churriana (Malaga outer ring road)                       A-7 Malaga                   State-run 
Corominas                                                                       AP-7 Estepona            Toll 
Estepona                                                                          AP-7 Estepona            Toll 
Frigiliana                                                                          A-7 Frigiliana              State-run 
Lagos                                                                                 A-7 Vélez-Málaga      State-run 
Montemayor                                                                   AP-7 Benahavís          Toll 
Nagüeles                                                                          AP-7 Marbella             Toll 
Ortega Prados                                                                A-7 Malaga                   State-run 
Pino                                                                                    A-7 Nerja                      State-run 
Quinta                                                                               AP-7 Marbella             Toll 
Río Verde                                                                          AP-7 Marbella             Toll 
San José                                                                            A-7 Malaga                   State-run 
Santa María 1                                                                 AP-7 Estepona            Toll 
Santa María 2                                                                 AP-7 Estepona            Toll 
Tablazo                                                                             A-7 Torrox                    State-run 
Torrox                                                                                A-7 Torrox                    State-run

THE AFFECTED TUNNELS ALONG THE COSTA

Tunnel deficiencies 
flagged by the EU 
include evacuation 
routes, smoke 
extraction and     
lighting systems 

 Nerja-Maro.  N-340, km. 301.  

 Nerja-Maro.  N-340, km. 300.  

 Rincón de la Victoria-Vélez-
Málaga.   N-340, km. 263. 

 Malaga city.  MA-20, km. 4.  

 Malaga city.   MA-20, km.4 (op-
posite direction).  

 Fuengirola.  A-7, km. 206. 

 Fuengirola.  A-7, km. 205. 

 Marbella-San Pedro.   A-7, km. 
164. 

 Estepona (west).  A-7, km. 140. 

BRIDGES IN TROUBLE
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So far this year, the 
National Police have 
confiscated 40 tonnes 
of drugs and seized 100 
million euros’ worth of 
cash and property   

MALAGA. They can’t talk about their 
work, and it is thankless. They spend 
most of their time in the streets, lis-
tening to telephone conversations ad 
nauseam or working their way 
through mountains of documents. 
It takes time and doesn’t always achie-
ve the hoped-for result. In an espe-
cially violent year, during which or-
ganised crime was responsible for 25 
bloody episodes in Malaga province, 
the police unit to combat it, Udyco-
Costa del Sol, has made a record num-
ber of arrests and seized record quan-
tities of drugs: more than 500 peop-
le have been detained, all related in 

one way or another with drug 
trafficking, and twice the amount of 
drugs have been confiscated compa-
red with last year. 

Chief Inspector Antonio Rodríguez 
Puertas, the head of the Unit against 
Drugs and Organised Crime in Malaga 
province, says it has been a difficult 
year. “There have been numerous re-
venge attacks, but it has been a spec-

tacular year in terms of results and 
police efficiency, the best in a long 
time. There has been a great deal of 
work behind it,” he says. The Chief 
Inspector has headed major National 
Police operations, some of them 
jointly with the Guardia Civil, such 
as the one which resulted in the dis-
covery of 6,300 kilos of cocaine hid-
den in a cargo of bananas in a ware-

house on an industrial estate in 
Malaga city.  

The Udyco-Costa del Sol, which 
ended 2017 with 24,000 kilos of drugs 
confiscated, have already seized more 
than 40,000 kilos this year, of which 
30,000 were hashish, 10,000 cocaine 
and the rest marijuana (more than 
11,000 plants), heroin and designer 
drugs. The other aspect of their work 
focuses on the line that keeps the 
drug traffickers afloat: their finances. 
Since January the police in Malaga 
have “seized, embargoed or uncov-
ered” goods and money worth 100 
million euros.  

Gangs broken up 
Police operations against drug traf-
ficking and organised crime, like the 
one which discovered a group of 
Swedish hitmen who are accused of 
having carried out two murders on 
the Costa del Sol, have resulted this 
year in more than 500 arrests, an-
other record figure. These arrests have 
enabled over 600 criminal gangs to 
be broken up, predominantly “Span-
ish, Moroccan, Dutch, British and 
French”, although - and this is some-
thing new - also some from Scandi-
navian countries.  
“We are finding more and more tran-
snational organisations, with mem-

bers from three or four different coun-
tries,” says the Chief Inspector. Malaga 
province plays a strategic role on the 
map of organised crime: “About 33 
per cent of all those investigated in 
Spain are in this province,” he says.   

He admits that although there have 
always been peaks of violent crime, 
this has been a “peculiar” year; for 
the first time, the security forces have 
had to deal with episodes of narco-
terrorism after the explosion of two 
bombs in San Pedro Alcántara and Be-
nahavís, and a third artefact which 
was detonated by the Tedax bomb 
disposal squad, also in Marbella.  

“A lot of factors come into play,” 
says Rodríguez Puertas. “Revenge at-
tacks may be related to arrests,  be-
cause the drug traffickers may think 
they were due to leaks or tip-offs. And 
if they have lost their haul, someone 
has to pay for that. It could be power 
struggles over territory, often occur-
ring in their countries of origin, but 
the revenge attacks take place here, 
where they reside. Maybe also the 
pressure which is being put on, espe-
cially in the Campo de Gibraltar.” But 
when asked what the key factor is, 
he doesn’t hesitate: attempts by other 
dealers to steal the drugs.  

“About 70 per cent of the revenge 
attacks this year were related in one 
way or another to thefts or non-pay-
ment,” he says. He also has a message 
for those involved in drug traffick-
ing: “We are working intensively and, 
sooner or later, every case will be re-
solved and those involved will go to 
prison. The Costa is not, and will not 
be, a nice place for these organisa-
tions to operate”. 

The Udyco has seized twice as many 
drugs and arrested 500 people this year

JUAN  
CANO
 jcano@diariosur.es 
 afrias@diariosur.es 

ÁLVARO 
FRÍAS

Officers from Malaga recently arrested a group of Swedish hitmen. :: SUR
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The woman, who gave 
evidence via videolink and 
translator, said he had 
stopped his cab on the 
way to her hotel after a 
night out in Benalmádena   

:: A. FRÍAS / J. CANO 

MALAGA.  Judges in Malaga have 
handed down a seven-year prison 
sentence to a 35-year-old taxi driver 
who raped a British tourist after a 
night out in Benalmádena. 

According to the court verdict,  
the guilty man picked up the tour-
ist on 21 June 2014 at 3.25am from 
Plaza Solymar, in the centre of the 
nightlife district of Benalmádena 
Costa. 

He realised soon into the journey 
that his passenger was drunk, equiva-
lent to four times over the illegal 
driving limit, said the court. Chang-
ing his route to Parque Olivar in Tor-
remolinos, he stopped the car and 
moved onto the back seat, attacking 
the victim. He then carried on tak-
ing the woman to her hotel, where 
a receptionist was told by her what 
had happened. 

The judges said that the victim 
had been highly credible and coher-
ent in her version of events.  Pre-

senting evidence by videolink and 
with the help of a translator, she had 
explained that she had had a few 
drinks with some girlfriends and de-
cided to return to her hotel by taxi, 
as she had been told that it was dan-
gerous to walk back alone. 

“He stopped the car, locked the 
doors, coming round to the back 
seats,” she had explained. 

In contrast, judges said that the 
taxi driver’s version of events had 

little credibility. In his defence dur-
ing the trial, he had said that the 
woman had insinuated that she 
wanted sex. He went on, according 
to his testimony, that it was only af-
ter he refused to go up to her bed-
room with him afterwards that she 
called the police.    

However, taking into account the 
receptionist’s and police statements 
and the woman’s injuries, the court 
dismissed the man’s story.  

Seven years for the taxi driver 
who raped a British tourist 

The courtroom scene during the trial in Malaga. :: SUR

IN BRIEF

False cosmetic surgery 
doctor “practised from 
home for ten years”  

MALAGA 
: :  A.F. / J.C.   A court has been 
hearing how a woman carried out 
minor plastic surgery operations 
for almost 10 years without be-
ing a qualified doctor or having a 
proper consulting surgery.  

The accusation of a customer 
who claims her face was disfig-
ured has now been brought to trial 
and prosecutors are asking for a 
seven-year prison sentence. 

From 1999 to 2008 the woman  
supposedly promoted her serv-
ices and invited customers to her 
home where she operated on 
them in poor hygienic conditions. 

According to court documents, 
the customer who brought the 
case had approached the allegedly 
false doctor over a problem on the 
right side of the face. After a se-
ries of different injections, fin-
ishing supposedly with collagen, 
the victim’s face was initially left 
paralysed before the substance  
turned into nodules in subsequent 
years.  The trial was due to begin 
this week . 

Man held for stealing 
game machine winnings  

MALAGA 
:: A.F. / J.C.  A Moroccan man has 
been held over the theft of the  
1,500-euro winnings of a fellow 
customer in a gaming arcade in 
Estepona. According to police, the 
man approached the other cus-
tomer in his car after he had hit the 
jackpot on the machines.  

Police were soon led to the 21-
year-old man and in his house re-
portedly found 1,000 euros hidden 
in a box and the same clothes he 
was wearing in the alleged attack.  
The detainee also has a two-year 
suspended sentence for violent rob-
bery handed down last July. 

Marbella assassin faces 
28-year  jail sentence 

MALAGA 
:: A.F. / J.C. Prosecutors are ask-
ing for 28 years for a man accused 
of shooting another in the back of 
the neck in a quiet residential area 
of Marbella at night in March 2017. 

They allege that the 30-year-
old was killed after a meeting dis-
cussing a drug deal. The accused 
is said to have tampered with the 
victim’s motorcycle, which they 
were both riding, forcing it to stop 
in the Lomas de Río Verde area, 
near Puerto Banús at night, before 
carrying out the crime. The vic-
tim’s body was found by a pizza 
delivery driver.  
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Final plans have been 
submitted for the much-
debated ecological mill 
the French designer 
wants to build outside 
the town  

:: MARÍA GARCÍA 

RONDA. “In Ronda, I’m going to 
do the most incredible thing I have 
ever done. It will be a project that 
synthesises the whole strength of 
Andalucía,” said French designer 
and architect Philippe Starck in 
May last year. He was referring to 
a building which will house an eco-
logical mill, something he planned 
several years ago, and it looks as if 

it is now closer to reality.  
The company, La Almazara La 

Organic SL, has recently provided 
Ronda council with the last of the  
plans, which should be the final 
step in the administrative process. 

 Francisco Márquez, the coun-
cillor for Public Works and Town 
Planning, says once these have 
been approved by the regional go-
vernment’s Environmental De-
partment and this has been pu-
blished in the official “bulletin” 
of Malaga province, the works li-
cence can be issued. This will take 
approximately six months, and af-
ter that the developer will have a 
period of one year to start work on 
the project 

 It means that as long as there 

are no administrative delays, and 
Ronda council does not put up ob-
jections to any aspects of the pro-
ject or the works licence, construc-
tion of the mill should start befo-
re the summer of 2020. 

This was the deadline set by the 
town hall last year for the cons-
truction of the building, which 
will be over 20 metres high and si-
tuated on the road between Ron-
da and Cuevas del Becerro. It means  

the PGOU urban plan will have to 
be changed, however, because the 
maximum permitted height un-
der the present one is seven me-
tres. The proposal to modify the 
regulations was approved by the 
council, although Izquierda Uni-
da voted against it because of the 
height of the building, saying “it 
is not suitable for a rural area”. 

The design of the ecological mill 
has been the subject of debate on 
Ronda council at times over seve-
ral years, including when the PP 
was governing in minority in 2015, 
and afterwards during the pact bet-
ween PSOE, Partido Andalucista 
and Izquierda Unida. It was first 
introduced when María de la Paz 
Fernández, who is now an opposi-
tion councillor, was the mayor, and 
is now being handled by the pre-
sent mayor, Teresa Valdenebro. In 
July this year, the project was for-
mally approved by the council, on 
condition that the Junta de Anda-
lucía issued favourable reports.  

The building will cost 18 million 
euros, and it is estimated that the 
project will have an economic im-
pact of 50 million euros in ten 
years. It is also expected to attract 
about 100,000 visitors a year.

Philippe Starck’s Ronda 
mill survives political 
upheavals and faces one 
last piece of red tape

An image of the design by Philippe Starck. :: SUR
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The other facilities will 
gradually be opened over 
the next few months after 
a two-year bureaucratic 
battle and numerous 
complaints from patients  

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

CÁRTAMA. For years the Guadal-
horce valley regional hospital has 
been a chimera for the health sys-
tem in Malaga province. For many 
people, the fact that this brand 
new facility had no surgical facili-
ties when it opened reduced this 
30-million-euro investment to 
nothing more than a large health 
centre. 

Now, after a lengthy and com-
plex legal process in which a spe-
cial plan had to be completely modi-
fied, and serious differences of opin-
ion between different administra-
tions, the first two operating thea-
tres and some of the beds in the sur-
gical ward are finally open, putting 
an end to a long period of waiting 
and a time which was marked by 
difficulties and delays.  

On Monday the Junta de Anda-
lucía issued a statement to announce 
that the new facilities were now op-

erative, and its acting delegate for 
Equality, Health and Social Policies, 
Ana Isabel González, took a tour of 
the new facilities in the company 
of the managing director of the hos-
pital, José Antonio Medina, nursing 
director Mari Paz Piña, the director 
of the Anaesthesiology and Recov-
ery unit, José Cruz, and nursing co-
ordinator of the Surgical Block, Cris-
tina Narbona.  

Ana Isabel González explained 

to the press that the aim is to open 
the facilities bit by bit, and that 
there will eventually be four op-
erating theatres. The two which 
opened this week are for sched-
uled operations of different types 
where patients only need to stay 
in hospital for a short time after-
wards. She also explained that 
these two operating theatres will 
be used  for general and dermato-
logical surgery, and the others will 

open within the next few months.  
José Cruz, the director of the 

Anaesthesiology and Recovery Unit 
at the Virgen de la Victoria hospi-
tal, said that “the opening of this 
new department is a major advan-
ce in terms of accessibility for pa-
tients and it will improve the res-
ponse to medical needs in the sur-
gical field, for common procedu-
res which are not difficult to ca-
rry out”.  

Open for two years 
The managing director of the hos-
pital, José Antonio Medina, said 
that the new operating theatres 
“will mean that a series of surgi-
cal procedures can be carried out 
on a day-to-day basis, and this will 
improve the standards of quality 
and accessibility for all the users 
in the area”.  

The Guadalhorce valley hospi-
tal has been open for two years, at-
tending to a population of over 
100,000 from the 13 towns and vi-
llages in the area. It cost 30.6 mi-
llion euros to open the new cen-
tre, including the construction and 
equipment and the Malaga provin-
cial government then provided ex-
tra funds for the access and the 
electricity connection. 

An end to the waiting: two operating 
theatres open at the Guadalhorce hospital

The surgical team in one of the new operating theatres. :: SUR

No date yet for no-
confidence vote 

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE 
:: F. TORRES.   Despite a recent 
court ruling meaning the mayor 
of  Alhaurín el Grande, Antonia 
Ledesma, could face a no confi-
dence vote, no such vote is 
planned. The court declared  a 
voting irregularity at a failed at-
tempted no-confidence vote 
against her in January 2017. The 
mayor has now appealed the 
court decision, and although 
councillors met this week to de-
cide the date for a new vote, they 
cannot go ahead for the moment.

HERE AND THERE

Towns may still protest 
at flood aid delays 

TEBA / CAMPILLOS 
::  F. TORRES. Inland towns se-
verely affected by flooding in re-
cord-breaking rain in October say 
they may take to the streets again 
if promised emergency aid doesn’t 
arrive soon. The mayor of  Teba 
has said that if there is no news 
by 21 December, two months af-
ter the severe damage to the town, 
protests will start. Neighbouring 
Campillos has not put a deadline 
as yet. Multi-million-euro com-
pensation payments have been 
promised for individual residents 
and the towns overall. 
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Information panels in 
English along coast 

MALAGA 
:: E. C. Malaga’s provincial govern-
ment, Diputación, has installed a 
series of informative panels at 14 
points along the province’s Senda 
Litoral, the coastal path that links 
the towns along the Costa del Sol. 

Of these five are in the Axarquía: 
the Cantal cliffs in Rincón de la 
Victoria, Valle Niza/Almayate, 

Punta de las Ballenas in Algarrobo 
Costa, Calaceite in Torrox and Playa 
de la Torrecilla in Nerja. 

Each panel explains the flora 
and fauna, important species and 
where they live or grow at each 
point, as well as showing photo-
graphs of marine life in the 14 ar-
eas and a photographic map. 

 All of the panels give the infor-
mation both in Spanish and Eng-
lish and offer advice on safety as 
well as details of the province’s 
biodiversity. 

HERE AND THERE

An information panel. :: E. C.

Criticism over delay to 
Nerja Christmas lights  

NERJA 
:: E. C. Nerja town hall has said that 
the reason the Christmas lights had 
not been switched on until today is 
that no company had come forward 
for the two-year contract to decorate 
the town.  

Last Friday, a Cordoba-based com-
pany, Pogesa S. A, finally signed the 
deal. The town hall has been facing 
criticism on social networks, from 
residents and the opposition PP party.

After four years of 
discussion and protests, 
residents are being asked 
to choose from two 
proposals for the town’s 
new Paseo Marítimo  

:: EUROPA PRESS 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. 
Mayor of Rincón de la Victoria, Fran-
cisco Salado, was one of the first resi-
dents to vote for a new promenade 
for Torre de Benagalbón this week.   

After four years of discussion and 
protests, residents are being asked 
to vote to decide which of two de-
signs will be used to create a prome-
nade along this stretch of beach.  

One, known as Paseo Salacia, 
named after the Roman goddess of 
the sea, is more respectful to the 
environment. The other, Paseo Po-
seidon, is named after the Greek 
god of the sea and would be similar 
to the more traditional concrete 
promenades in neighbouring 
Rincón de la Victoria and La Cala 
del Moral.   

Since the proposal was first put 

forward in 2014, citizens’ group, 
Lirios de Mar, have campaigned 
against building on what they say 
is one of the last natural sand dunes 
in Malaga province. Last year they 
collected 6,000 signatures from 
people against the proposal, which 
they took to the town hall.  

Salado has himself campaigned 
to make sure the end result respects 
the natural biodiversity of the area 

and announced on Tuesday that he 
had voted for Paseo Salacia.  

Both designs feature green areas, 
playgrounds, benches and bike lanes 
and construction is expected to start 
in 2020. A budget of just under 
35,000 euros has been set aside for 
the project. 

Residents can either vote online 
or in any of the town hall offices 
until 25 December. 

Voting opens for Salacia or 
Poseidon to reign over Torre           
de Benagalbón promenade

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

NERJA. The Nerja Cave Founda-
tion last Tuesday confirmed its 2019 
budget, which includes a 10.7 per 
cent increase in spending.  

The foundation has announced 
a series of reductions in admission 
prices for the over-65s, under-12s, 
large families and people with dis-
abilities. The new entrance fees, 
as well as providing a two-euro dis-
count to people in the above cate-
gories, are also designed to pro-
mote higher visitor numbers out-
side the summer season and to en-

courage more online ticket sales. 
During the low season, from 

January to April (excluding Easter 
week) and November and Decem-
ber, tickets bought on the internet 
will cost 11 euros and include en-
trance to the town’s museum. The 
full ticket price in May, June and 
October will be 12 euros and 13 euros 
in July, August and September. 

The introduction of the discount 
coincides with the 60th anniver-
sary of the discovery of the caves 
by five boys who were playing in 
the area. 

Nerja caves foundation 
announces budget increase 
and entrance fee reductions  

Mayor, Francisco Salado, explains the two promenade options. :: E. C.

Visitors outside the entrance to the Nerja caves. :: SUR

Cleaners confirm they will 
not strike on Migas day 

TORROX 
:: E. C. The strike planned by clean-
ing operatives to coincide with the 
Día de las Migas in Torrox on Sunday 
has been officially called off. A deal 
was confirmed in writing between 
the cleaning company’s union and 
the town hall. This will lead to a six 
per cent pay raise and two days off 
per week, instead of the current one.  
However, some cleaning staff have 
expressed concern over the deal.
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The councillor is 
convinced that she will 
still be in her post next 
year because Francisco 
de la Torre will win again 
in May’s council elections 

:: PILAR R. QUIRÓS 

MALAGA. Once again, the lights 
in Calle Larios are a major attrac-
tion of Christmas in Malaga city. 
The city councillor for Festivals, 
Teresa Porras, says they are so suc-
cessful that, for the first time in 
15 years,  opposition councillors 
haven’t complained about them. 
She is proud that Malaga is a 
highly-recommended winter des-
tination and is already making 
plans for Christmas next year, pre-
dicting that she will still be in her 
post because “Paco de la Torre will 
win the election and be the mayor 
again”.  
–It is undeniable that you have 
been one of the pioneers in Spain 
in terms of Christmas lights be-
ing a type of show in cities. 
–In Europe, not Spain. 
–Don’t you think that on this oc-
casion the mayor of the Galician 
city of Vigo, Abel Caballero, could 
claim that? 
–Absolutely not. The mayor of Vigo, 
what has he got? A Christmas tree 
and decorations? Calle Larios is 
unique, look at the arch above us 
now. We have spent years making 
different arches, this is unique in 
the whole of Europe. That’s why 
we have just been designated the 
best city in which to spend a sunny 
Christmas. Vigo doesn’t have that; 
it has the same as all the other cit-
ies, a Christmas tree and some 
movable balls, some pretty, some 
ugly... the streets of Vigo have deco-
rations which we  in Malaga had 
six or eight years ago. We don’t 
have anything of Vigo’s. Vigo, on 
the other hand, does have things 
from Malaga.  
–Well, the mayor of Vigo has chal-
lenged the mayor of New York, 
saying that his lights will be seen 
over there. Posturing, or aug-
mented reality?  
–Posturing. 
–You can’t please everybody all 
the time. Why has Calle Larios 
had the same lights for the past 
few years?  
–Only two years, last year and this 
one. Two years ago we did the 
starry sky; that was sold on out-
side Spain afterwards. And last year 
we introduced the dome of Malaga 
cathedral, which is here again this 
year. Bear in mind that a dome like 
this doesn’t cost 60,000 euros like 
a Christmas tree does; that can be 
paid off in two years. We paid 
300,000 euros for Calle Larios, 
within our overall budget.  

–How much is the overall budget? 
–733,000 euros. 
–Would you like to increase the 
budget so you could expand the 
lights to other parts of the city?  
–All the city’s districts have their 
Christmas lights, and a budget for 
them.  Where I live for example, 
Cruz de Humilladero, there is a 
Christmas feature in every area. 
–But that’s just one place, not in 
general.  
–Well, in the Bailén district there 
are Christmas lights, in Carretera 
de Cadiz, in the Eastern district...  
–But not like Cruz de Humillad-
ero, Mrs Porras.  
–That depends on how much each 
district wants to allocate to it. I’m 
only responsible for the entrances 
to the city, through Ciudad Jardín, 
Barriguilla, Carretera de Cadiz and 
the centre.  
–Do the Christmas lights attract 
business? What do shop and res-
taurant owners say?  
–You only have to go to Calle Larios 
to see that. If we are capable of put-
ting more than 30,000 people in 
the street every day, there is bound 
to be more business, in shops, bars 
and restaurants.  
–Did you count the number of 
visitors last year?  
–Last year, for the early-Decem-
ber holiday weekend, I have the 
figure  of more than 250,000 peo-
ple staying in Malaga city.  
–So this is definitely a success? 
–Remember. This is the first time 
in 15 years that the opposition has 

not made a single complaint about 
the lights. I believe that is a suc-
cess. I believe the opposition is 
now aware that the Christmas 
lights are an investment, not just 
a way of spending money.  
–You don’t think they’ll bring it 
up at the next council meeting?  
–I understand that they won’t, be-
cause the members of the opposi-
tion, both PSOE and Malaga Ahora, 
have congratulated me. That’s the 
truth. In fact Oviedo has copied 
us, Seville, which didn’t used to 
have Christmas lights, has copied 
us; every city in Spain has copied 
Malaga’s Christmas lights. Seeing 
how successful our 45 days of lights 
are, Madrid has invested 500,000 
euros more this year. All the Span-
ish cities are increasing their budg-

ets and imitating Malaga. And next 
year we will have to increase ours 
as well because we will have to 
change the dome, and we have to 
make an important innovation in 
Calle Larios.  
–In view of the recent regional 
electoral results, don’t you think 
this could be the last year of you 
putting up Christmas lights?  
–I think that’s a bit of a mischie-
vous question! Regional elections 
cannot be extrapolated to council 
ones because when we talk about 
local elections we are talking about 
very personal ones; so far the 
mayor of Malaga has had nobody 
to overshadow him, and people 
value what he is doing and the way 
he has been transforming the city. 
–So, presuming you will still be 
Councillor for Festivals, what in-
novations would you like to see 
next year? 
–We’re working on that. We plan 
to put LED screens along the whole 
of Calle Larios, and we want to do 
something important and spec-
tacular in the city of Malaga, maybe 
the full Christmas story,                 
for instance.

Teresa Porras, under the arch of lights in Calle Larios which resembles the cathedral. :: ÑITO SALAS

“Even opposition parties can’t deny the 
value of the Calle Larios Christmas lights”

Teresa Porras Malaga’s city councillor for Festivals and Operative Services 

“Every city in Spain has 
copied Malaga’s 
Christmas lights; they 
all imitate Malaga” 

Pet cemetery project 
to start early next year 

MALAGA 
:: F. JIMÉNEZ.  Construction of 
the new one-million-euro pet 
cemetery on the outskirts of 
Malaga will start in the new year. 
Parcemasa, the municipal com-
pany that runs the city’s main 
San Gabriel cemetery complex, 
now has planning permission for 
the facility which is expected to 
be ready within six months once 
building work starts.  

The project aims to provide 
people with an alternative to hav-
ing their pets cremated, and will 
offer burial niches. It is estimated 
that a burial will cost 150 euros 
and a cremation a little less.

Artist’s impression. :: SUR

Sephardic centre  takes 
major step forward 

MALAGA 
:: J. HINOJOSA.  The Malaga Jew-
ish community has moved a 
step closer to its dream of hav-
ing a Sephardic Jewish interpre-
tation centre in the old town of 
Malaga. The plan has been on 
hold for over a year since the de-
sign was first unveiled, how-
ever the group behind the pro-
ject has now applied for a build-
ing licence. 

The plan has been delayed 
while a new architect,  Leon 
Benacerraf, took over and 
changes to the plan made, in-
cluding an interior courtyard. 
It is hoped that work can start 
sometime in 2019. 

The new centre is on a plot 
of land between Calle Granada 
and Calle Alcazabilla, in the 
heart of the historic site of the 
city’s old Jewish quarter. It will 
have two floors of 400 square 
metres telling the story of 
Spain’s Sephardic Jews and a top 
floor terrace restaurant.    

IN BRIEF
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The accumulation of 
vegetation, rubbish 
and sediment makes 
it difficult for water to 
flow and increases 
the risk of flooding  

MALAGA/ MARBELLA. On 9 Oc-
tober the Arroyo Benajarafe stream 
broke its banks, flooded the village 
(which is in Vélez-Málaga munici-
pality) and left several families cut 
off, all because of the mud and 
plants that were blocking the riv-
erbed. Two weeks later, the same 
thing occurred in several places in 
Estepona, especially around the Pa-
drón and Guadalmansa rivers 
which, due to the heavy rainfall, 
were turned into a quagmire cov-
ered in reeds and undergrowth. Just 
a few weeks ago it was Marbella’s 
turn, when the rain caused the Ar-
royo Realejo to overflow and turned 
the rugby field into marshland.  

It is not always possible to fight 
the force of water, as those who 
have been affected know, but what 
is clear is that the accumulation of 
vegetation, sediment and waste in 
the rivers and streams does not ex-
actly help to minimise the effects 
of a storm.  

Far from being an exception, the 
scene during one of the rainiest 
autumns in recent years in Malaga 
province is similar in many of the 
water courses along the coast. In 
most of them vegetation or accu-
mulated earth are evidence of a 
lack of foresight by town halls, 
who are responsible for maintain-
ing them in urban areas, as decreed 
in December last year by the Su-
preme Court. The court decision 
put an end to the eternal argu-
ments between the regional gov-
ernment and local councils about 
who has to keep rivers and streams 
clear when they pass through 
towns.  

Costa del Sol 
Marbella is facing the rainiest time 
of year with only four of its many 
rivers and streams having been 
cleared. As a result of the Supreme 
Court decision, the council allo-
cated 30,000 euros this summer for 
work to be carried out on the most 
problematical areas. These included 
the Benabolá and Segundo streams; 
the final stretch of the Arroyo Las 
Cañas Verdes; the middle of the Ar-
royo La Víbora, as well as a general 
clearing of several others which run 

close to properties: Primero, La 
Represa, Nagüeles and Guadalpín, 
in the town centre; Realejo, Siete 
Revueltas, Alicate, Real de Zara-
goza, on the east side of Marbella; 
Pozuelo and Panorama. 

According to information from 
the Environmental Department, 
the works were only completed on 
the Benabolá, Primero, Segundo 
and Guadalpín streams, and they 
involved removing rubbish and in-
vasive species of vegetation. The 
remainder is due to be carried out 
once the rains have stopped. The 
council also says that it is working 
on putting a contract out to tender 
for cleaning and maintenance of 
nearly all the rivers and streams for 
one year, for an estimated 80,000 
euros.  

In Estepona residents have also 
been calling for more to be done af-
ter the heavy rain on 21 October 
which caused several rivers and 
streams to overflow. Hundreds of 
houses in the countryside were cut 
off when the water tried to recover 
its natural path, and the owners 
blame the authorities for not hav-
ing done enough to prevent the 
situation.  

     On the eastern Costa, the biggest 
problems have been due to an ac-
cumulation of sediment and stones 
in the river and stream beds, espe-
cially in Rincón de la Victoria and 
Vélez. 

 This situation, combined with 
the amount of vegetation and other 
waste such as plastic in the highest 
areas pose a serious danger in the 
case of heavy rain.  

People in Torrox are also com-
plaining about the vegetation in 
the Manzano stream and Güi river, 
and the situation is similar in the 
bed of the Seco river in Nerja.  

Action in Malaga 
In Malaga city, as a result of the Su-
preme Court sentence the council 

tripled its budget this year for clear-
ing the three most problematical 
water courses (Guadalhorce, Gua-
dalmedina y Este) but, looking at 
the results, those 160,000 euros 
were not enough.  

On Saturday, after the neglected 
condition of the Guadalmedina 
river bed was highlighted in this 
newspaper’s Spanish sister publi-
cation SUR, municipal operatives 
were brought in to clear some of 
the dense vegetation. The stretch 
upstream from the city centre be-
tween Las Virreinas, Palmilla and 
Martiricos, also suffered an accu-
mulation of rubbish and pools of 
stagnant water from the Limonero 
reservoir (water is released from it 
for safety reasons on the first 
Wednesday of every month). 

The risk of flooding is low be-
cause of the containing role played 
by the dam, but the unpleasant 
smell and the insects are a nuisance 
for people living nearby.   
     On the eastern side of the city, 
people look worriedly at the 
streams every time the heavens 
open. This is understandable, not 
only because of previous experi-
ences but also due to the tonnes of 

earth which have accumulated in 
the final stretch of the Gálica and 
Jaboneros streams, effectively 
blocking about half the capacity of 
evacuation of the bridges which 
cross them. At the moment, an ex-
cavating machine is dredging the 
mouth of the river to make it eas-
ier for it to flow into the sea.  

At Jaboneros the problem lies  in 
the build-up of earth, but in 
stretches of Las Cañas, such as at 
Soliva and before the industrial es-
tates on the way to the Guadalhorce 
river, the vegetation is so thick that 
the water can barely be seen. That 
is also the case with La Rebanadilla 
stream, which runs parallel to the 
access road to the PTA (technology 
park) and is almost completely 
blocked by undergrowth.  

These are not the only points in 
the city that need better mainte-
nance, despite the Civil Protection 
plan to check rivers and streams 
every year to identify the critical 
points so that something can be 
done before the rainy season.

Malaga faces the wettest season with streams 
and rivers blocked by plants and earth

FRANCISCO 
JIMÉNEZ

 pjimenez@diariosur.es 

A year ago the Supreme 
Court decreed that 
councils are responsible 
for river and stream 
beds in urban areas 

z�·   Contributors : Eugenio 
Cabezas and Charo Márquez.

NIEVES  
CASTRO

 ncastro@diariosur.es

The Guadalmansa river, in Estepona. :: C. MÁRQUEZ The Guadalmedina, before work started last weekend. :: S. S.

Accumulation of earth at the Arroyo Benagalbón. :: E. CABEZAS Earth in Arroyo Jaboneros (Málaga). :: F. J.
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Benalmádena council is 
changing its bylaws and 
will fine those who do 
not comply  

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

BENALMÁDENA.  Letting your 
dog urinate in the street without 
cleaning it up in Benalmádena is 
likely to come at a price from now 
on. The local council announced on 
Tuesday that it will change local by-
laws relating to pets and will force 

owners or walkers to clean up after 
dogs with soap or vinegar. 

“Nobody likes a lamppost or cor-
ner near their home continually cov-
ered in urine,” said mayor of 
Benalmádena, Víctor Navas. “ This 
change aims to make locals aware 
that having a dog carries certain re-
sponsibilities.” 

Owners will be encouraged to use 
dog parks or other designated areas 
and Local Police will be allowed to 
issue fines, although the exact 
amount hasn’t been set yet.   

Town orders pet owners to 
clean up their dogs’ urine 
with soap or vinegar 

The council says it will make sure the new rule is enforced. :: I.G.

HERE AND THERE

Largest hotel complex 
on the coast gets 
rebrand and makeover  

TORREMOLINOS 
:: P. MARTÍNEZ. Finishing touches 
are being made to the transforma-
tion of three neighbouring hotels 
in Torremolinos owned by the 
same group into one unified com-

plex. The well-known Don Pablo, 
Don Pedro and Don Marco hotels, 
in the Playamar area, will now be 
marketed and known as Sol Torre-
molinos Resort and between them 
have 900 beds. The Meliá hotel 
group has spent 30 million euros 
over three years modernising the 
complex that makes up five per 
cent of all the hotel beds in the re-
sort and is the biggest on the coast.

Automatic passport 
reading fully operational 

MALAGA 
::  SUR. National Police have an-
nounced that the automatic pass-
port reading machines at Malaga 
airport for passengers coming from 
outside the Schengen area are now 
fully installed. From this week, of-
ficers will be stepping up efforts 
to inform travellers as to how they 
work and encouraging their use to 
speed up passenger flow.

Airport passengers up 
8% in November 

MALAGA 
:: P. M. Malaga airport saw its big-
gest monthly increase in passenger 
numbers this year in November. 
Data published on Wednesday said 
that, compared to 2017, 8 per cent 
more people passed through last 
month, reaching 1.1 million monthly 
passengers. Passengers to and from 
Spain grew 10.2 per cent and inter-
national users by 7.7 per cent. 

The complex is on the seafront at Playamar. :: ÑITO SALAS

The meeting, organised by 
the town’s Foreign 
Residents Department, 
focused on the legal 
aspects and advantages of 
registering on the census 

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. The Foreign 
Residents Department of Torremo-
linos town hall held an English lan-
guage informative meeting aimed 
at the town’s expat community on 
Wednesday. The meeting, chaired 
by Aida Blanes, councillor for For-
eign Residents, focused on the le-
gal aspects and advantages of join-
ing the local population register 
(padrón). The councillor explained 
that registration gives the possibil-
ity of access to council grants and 
discounts in taxes (IBI), tuition, 
scholarships and school transpor-
tation, as well as reductions on wa-
ter and refuse collection bills.  

She also stressed the importance 
of registering on the census for 
those who wish to exert their right 
to vote in next year’s municipal and 
European parliament elections.  

“Registering on the padrón, 
which is compulsory for those that 
have lived in Spain for more than 

six months, is the first basic step 
that you should complete before 
carrying out any other administra-
tive procedures. Registration is nec-
essary for NIE application, vehicle 
registration and civil unions,” the 
councillor explained. 

   María José Carmona (foreign-
ers office), and Silvia Beramendi 
(padrón office), answered a vari-
ety of questions put forward by 
the audience, which was made up 
of British, American and Chinese 
residents.  

Torremolinos has a foreign popu-
lation of 13,113 and the British are 
the second largest foreign commu-
nity in Torremolinos. However, only 
796 Brits are registered and the town 
hall, which believes that the British 
resident population is far greater, 
expressed how this affects the fi-
nancing available to the council. 

“Our annual budget is based on 
the padrón, so the more people reg-
istered, the more money we will 
have to improve our town,” María 
José Carmona said.  

Torremolinos expat community  
informed of ‘padrón’ benefits

Residents from the UK, USA and China attended. :: T. BRYANT
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Extended parking 
hours in Torremolinos 
town centre 

TORREMOLINOS 
:: T. BRYANT. Torremolinos town 
hall has announced that the car 
park of the Centro Cultural Pablo 
Ruiz Picasso will be extended 
throughout December. The car 
park, which is free, will open to 
the public from Monday to Friday 
between 7.30am and 2am. 

During the weekends and pub-
lic holidays, it will open from 9am 
until 2am. The new time sched-
ule has been introduced so that 
visitors can enjoy the extensive 
programme of Christmas events 
taking place in the new pedestri-
anised town centre.  

 The festive schedule will con-
tinue until Tuesday 8 January 2019. 

Year’s final beach 
clean-up to focus on 
Fuengirola coastline 

FUENGIROLA 
:: T. B. As part of the campaign 
orchestrated by the Plastic Free 
Seas Worldwide foundation, the 
Beaches Department of the 
Fuengirola town hall has an-
nounced that the final beach 
clean-up of the year will take 
place on Saturday 15 December. 

It is hoped that the project 
will remove at least 400kg of 
plastics from the beaches of 
Fuengirola, and those wishing 
to participate are asked to meet 
outside the Alarcón Restaurant 
at 2.30pm. 

Organisers are encouraging as 
many people as possible to par-
ticipate in the event, which is 
sponsored by Specsavers Opit-
cas Fuengirola. Rubbish bags will 
be supplied, but volunteers are 
asked to bring their own gloves.  

Craig Webb and Natasha We-
gloop, co-founders of Plastic Free 
Seas Worldwide commented: 
“Let’s make this final beach 
clean-up of the year our best yet.”

Residents have been 
invited to submit items 
to be sealed in the 
capsule as evidence that 
might be of interest to 
future generations   

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Although a de-
lay in the progress of the pedestrian-
isation of the centre of Torremolinos 
has postponed the official inaugura-
tion until January, most of the new 
boulevard and central plaza was 
opened in time for the switching on 
of the Christmas lights last Friday. 
The decision to open access to the 
new boulevard last week was taken 
in order to prevent more harm to the 
businesses in the area, many of which 
have been affected by twelve months 
of disruption caused by the work.  

The whole of the Avenida Palma 
de Mallorca and almost all of the Plaza 
Costa del Sol has been finished and 

fitted with a central water feature, 
benches, a stage for cultural perform-
ances and a large pergola, which has 
been named Pergola Torremolinos.  
However, the finishing touches will 

not take place until after the festive 
season. One of the last steps in the 
project will be the burying of a time 
capsule, which will be placed under 
the Plaza Costa del Sol. A plaque re-

cording the date of the event will be 
installed to mark the spot.   

The town hall has invited residents 
to submit items to be sealed in the 
capsule as evidence that might be of 
interest to future generations. These 
can include photographs and artwork, 
historical data and maps, newspaper 
articles, or written statements that 
reflect personal experiences that have 
occurred in Torremolinos. 

 The council will also include a book 
about the history of Torremolinos, 
the day’s newspapers, currency, sev-
eral historical documents and a cur-
rent photograph of the new-look 
town centre.  

All entries must be in PDF format 
and no bigger than one A4 page. The 
name of the applicant and any per-
sonal information for future descen-
dants must accompany the document.  
Personal, social or political criticism 
will not be accepted. Submissions 
must be made by e-mail before Tues-
day 15 January 2019 to cap-
tiempo@torremolinos.es 

The renovation of the Plaza Costa 
del Sol and Avenida de Palma Mal-
lorca  is one of the largest urban trans-
formations that the town has expe-
rienced in recent decades. The town 
hall hopes it will reactivate the local 
economy, which has been in decline 
for more than a decade. 

Delayed Torremolinos plaza                      
to include a time capsule 

The Christmas lights were switched on last Friday. :: SUR

IN BRIEF

Torremolinos town hall pre-
sented awards to a group of chil-
dren who participated in the  
‘Words Against Violence’ literary 
contest that promotes diversity, 
equality and tolerance. All pri-
mary schools in Torremolinos 
participated and the seven win-
ners each received a 75-euro 
voucher that can be used for 
educational materials and cloth-
ing. The presentation was at-
tended by Aida Blanes, council-
lor for Social Empowerment, 
who said, “The best way to end 
gender violence is prevention.” 

PROMOTING 

TOLERANCE 

AMONG  CHILDREN  

:: SUR
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MPs in Madrid still have to 
formally vote on the 
proposal, but campaigners 
say that  “all is going 
according to plan” for a 
declaration in the spring  

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

MALAGA. After years of campaign-
ing by locals and environmental-
ists, the Sierra de las Nieves moun-
tain range, stretching out behind 
the western Costa del Sol, is now 
just one step from being declared 
a National Park. It will be the first 
area of Malaga province with the 
status and only the third area in 
Andalucía. 

Last Friday, the national govern-
ment’s Cabinet approved the pro-
posal document after the regional 
government did the same last 
month and this will now go to par-
liament for ratification. National 
Parks are the only protected natu-
ral areas requiring parliamentary 
approval. Although nothing can be 
certain, the formal declaration is 
expected to be made in the spring. 

The future National Park will be 
only the sixteenth in the country 
and cover 23,000 hectares. The 
64,000 locals, living in both the 
new reserve and an outer protected 
area, were praised by the govern-
ment for their contribution to seek-
ing to protect the area. 

A unique environment 
The government also highlighted 
the authenticity of the landscape 
and its uniqueness. The park will 

Sierra de las Nieves, 
one step away from 
being a National Park

Walkers on a trail in the western Costa mountain range. :: F. TORRES / FILE

cover some 65 per cent of the grow-
ing area of the protected indigenous 
Pinsapo pine  and also samples of a 
rarely visible rock type from the 
Earth’s crust called Peridotite. 

President of the Mancomuni-
cad, the inter-municipal  group  of 
local town halls that lobbied for 
the park, Antonio Pérez, said, “It 
looks like the declaration has 
reached cruising speed and every-
thing is going to plan.” 

  Most of the Sierra de las Nieves 
is already a Unesco-protected bio-
sphere. The two current National 
Parks in Andalucía are Doñana and 
the Sierra Nevada. 

The University of Malaga 
analysis, carried out for 
the council, puts the 
resort just behind New 
York, London and 
Barcelona   

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA. A survey, carried out 
for Marbella council by the Univer-
sity of Malaga, has shown that only 
New York, London and Barcelona 
have more expensive properties 
available to rent on Airbnb than Mar-
bella, based on property averages. 
The Costa resort comes just ahead 
of Los Angeles, Sydney  and Moscow. 

The 130-page study was commis-
sioned by the local town hall in an 
attempt to understand the grow-
ing phenomenon of private homes 

being rented to tourists via online 
platforms.  

Marbella had 4,077 homes avail-
able this way, says the data, more 
than any other town on the Costa 
del Sol. Most of these are in the 
Nueva Andalucía and Elviria areas. 
Over half the properties being 
rented out are owned by foreign-
ers. Almost all of those on offer are 
entire properties and only 7 per 
cent are individual rooms. 

Seasons 
The study by the university shows 
that availability is highly seasonal 
with almost half only being avail-
able on Airbnb for rent for between 
one and three months of the year. 
As these months are generally in 
summer, this has the effect of mak-
ing the average price high. 

The average nightly price in 2017 
was 150 euros per home rented, just 
below New York at 159, London at 
157.30 and Barcelona at 155.60.  

The report concludes that the 
rise of Airbnb is not seen as a seri-
ous problem by Marbella residents, 
as it increasingly is in some areas 
of Spain. 

Airbnb prices in Marbella are fourth 
dearest in the world, survey says 

Foreign tourists in Marbella. :: JOSELE-LANZA

Marbella seafront 
square gets overhaul 

MARBELLA 
:: N. CASTRO.  The Plaza del Mar, 
the open space above the car park 
and shopping centre alongside 
the seafront at the western end 
of  central Marbella, has had a 
revamp. Local residents had been 
complaining about the poor state 
of repair and overall neglect. Now 
the council has completed a 
200,000-euro makeover, with 
repaired water features, new 
lighting and some 3,000 flowers 
and plants. Visiting the new-look 
square last week, the mayor, 
Ángeles Muñoz, said a children’s 
play park would also be installed 
shortly.  

The mayor on the square :: SUR

Junta expected to open 
new hospital in summer 

ESTEPONA 
: :  C. MÁRQUEZ. The mayor of 
Estepona, José María García Ur-
bano, has announced that the con-
struction of the town’s new hos-
pital is finished. The local coun-
cil has paid for the building on 
behalf of the regional health serv-
ice, and the mayor said that it was 
now up to the regional govern-
ment to deliver its side of the deal 
and open the facility some time 
around next summer. The con-
struction company still has some 
small areas to tidy up but the 
mayor highlighted how it had 
been put up “in record time”.   

IN BRIEF

Manilva approves plan 
after 2017 overspend 

MANILVA 
:: C. MÁRQUEZ.  Ruling council-
lors in Manilva approved a spe-
cial financial plan on Monday 
after an audit showed  700,000 
euros had been wrongly ac-
counted for in 2017, resulting in 
an overspend being declared. 
They stressed that despite the 
technical error, the town’s ac-
counts “are healthy, stable and 
showing a surplus”. The mayor, 
Mario Jiménez, also defended 
his administration’s financial 
record, saying that the council 
is currently generating more in-
come and lowering taxes. 
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T
his week, Pedro Sánchez 
confirmed a bumper in-
crease of 22 per cent in 
Spain’s minimum wage 

from January, from 736 euros per 
month to 900 euros. It’s a pro-
posal made, in part, to please left-
ist Catalan separatist parties, who 
say that they won’t support the 
Socialists’ 2019 budget - tabled for 
a parliamentary vote in January - 
unless Sánchez softens his anti-
secession stance. 

It’s also a move that highlights 
the PSOE leader’s schizophrenic 
tactics with regard to the Catalo-
nia problem. Concession-driven 
in some respects, they’re Rajoy-
esque in others: this week also 
saw Sánchez threatening to send 
national police into Catalonia if 
the region’s own police force, 
known as the Mossos d’Esquadra, 
fail to restrain separatist protes-
tors. Which approach will be 
more effective? 

Leftist Catalan parties will ap-
prove, in theory at least, of the 
minimum wage increase, which 
would be the heftiest annual hike 
since 1977. It’s set to be approved 
at a meeting of Sánchez’s cabinet 
next Friday in Barcelona - a choice 
of destination that’s also designed 
to appease the region’s secession-
ists. Yet the tone of rhetoric this 
week, from both Madrid and the 
Catalonian capital, suggests that 
it will take more than a piece of 
economic legislation to ease the 
tension. 

In an address to congress on 
Wednesday, Sánchez was in a less 
conciliatory mood towards Cata-
lan separatists. He compared their 
attempts to break from the rest of 
Spain with Brexit, saying that 
both campaigns told “lies” to gain 
support, inventing “grievances 

[that] force people to choose be-
tween two identities”. Hardly the 
words of a man prepared to cut 
the secessionists some slack.  

Sánchez’s remarks followed 
similarly inflammatory state-
ments made by Catalan president 
Quim Torra on Saturday, after the 
latter’s visit to Slovenia. Praising 
the country’s split from Yugosla-
via in 1991, following violent 
clashes during the “10-Day War”, 
Torra said that “the Slovenians 
decided to push ahead [with se-
cession] despite all the conse-
quences. Let’s do the same as 
them and be willing do anything 
to live freely”. It was an irrespon-
sible and flawed comparison, one 
that Spain’s foreign minister Jo-
sep Borrell said was effectively 
“calling for an insurrection”.  

Both Sánchez’s and Torra’s re-
marks set the tone of rhetoric 
that makes one despair at the 
prospect of compromise between 
Barcelona and Madrid. As indeed 
does the Spanish prime minister’s 
warning to the Catalan parlia-
ment this week: unless the Mos-
sos take a harder line on separatist 
protesters - who blocked a Cata-
lan motorway last weekend - Sán-
chez says he’ll send in Spanish na-
tional police to deal with them. 
This is precisely what Rajoy did in 
October last year, in an attempt 
to physically dismantle the inde-
pendence referendum. 

Unlike Rajoy, though, Sánchez 
also maintains that he wants to 
start a “dialogue” with separatists 
- something that the proposed 
wage increase is designed to facili-
tate. Yet Torra is inspired by Slove-
nia’s bloody independence move-
ment and Sánchez thinks that 
separatists are “liars”.  

Some dialogue.

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

IN TWO                                             

MINDS

                      

No firm deal is on the 
table as yet, but Unicaja 
would be the bigger 
partner between the two 
brands, where there is 
little geographical overlap 

:: JOSÉ VICENTE ASTORGA 

MALAGA.  Shares in Unicaja Banco 
and Liberbank were star perform-
ers on Spain’s stock exchange this 
week after both companies an-
nounced that they were in talks 

about a possible merger. Their share 
prices rose between 14 and almost 
16 per cent. 

Unicaja Banco, which is based in 
Malaga, is currently Spain’s sev-
enth biggest banking group and a 
merger with Liberbank would put 
the new company in seventh place, 
above Bankinter and below Bankia.    

Unicaja has assets of 56.8 billion 
euros and Liberbank 39.1 billion 
euros, meaning that the Malaga 
company would be the controlling 
entity in any deal. Liberbank was 
formed by the merger of various 

former savings banks in central and 
northern Spain during the finan-
cial crisis. Between them they 
would have 10,849 employees and 
1,866 branches with hardly any 
geographical overlap and market-
leading positions in many areas. 

Both companies have stressed 
in statements that the talks are not 
at an advanced stage and no formal 
offer is on the table. 

Unicaja Banco had profits of 142 
million euros in the first nine 
months of this year, up 18.4 per 
cent on a year earlier.

Malaga-based Unicaja Banco 
mulls merger with Liberbank

A branch office of Malaga-based Unicaja. :: SUR Liberbank has a small presence on the Costa. :: M.F.

:: SUR 

MADRID.  Sales in Spanish cloth-
ing giant, Inditex, fell on Tuesday 
by almost 5 per cent on the day it 
announced a slowdown in growth 
in the nine months from February 
to October. Inditex, which owns 
Zara, Bershka and Massimo Dutti, 
among other brands, made 2.4 bil-
lion euros profit to October, up 4 

per cent on a year earlier. Sustained 
by a sales increase of 3 per cent, 
nevertheless, it upset some ana-
lysts. Last year it grew 6 per cent 
in the same period. 

“The current situation at the 
company is clearly disappointing,” 
said Sergio Ávila Luengo of IG     
Markets. 

The results were hit by an “ex-

traordinarily warm September”, 
said the group, which added that 
its strategy not to enter a discount-
ing war with the competition at 
that time had paid off.  Total sales 
in the nine-month period were 
18.4 billion euros coming from its 
7,442 shops and internet. 

The Galicia-based company 
added that the winter season had 
started well and that in November 
it had launched a new web plat-
form for Zara in 106 new markets, 
especially Africa, in keeping with 
its strategy to have an internet 
presence in every country by 2020.

Shares in Zara-owner Inditex fall 
as company announces slowdown  
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One Saturday a month, 
guided tours will be available 
of the Alameda Botanical 
Gardens next year. The dates 
have just been announced 
and those, with plenty of 
other information, can be 
found online (gibraltargar-
dens.gi). All of the tours will 
be led by Andrew Abrines. 
The Alameda Gardens are an 
important part of Gibraltar’s 
history, and have now be-
come a very popular wedding 
venue as well.

2019 DATES 

ANNOUNCED FOR 

ALAMEDA 

GARDEN TOURS

:: VISIT GIBRALTAR

The CHAMP scheme to 
encourage children 
to lead healthy lives 
has now entered its third 
phase of fun events to 
keep youngsters active   

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. CHAMP (Children, 
Healthy and Active! Multi-agency 
Programme) launched its third phase 
of planned events recently, as a way 
of encouraging children in Gibraltar 
to lead a healthy lifestyle.  

The winter phase of the pro-
gramme, called ‘A Winter of Festive 
Cheer and Good News’ kicked off 
with a treasure hunt, starting at Case-
mates, along Main Street and back 
via Irish Town, with multiple edu-

cational quiz stops stationed along 
the route. Lucky draw prizes were 
handed out to participants on suc-
cessful completion of the treasure 
hunt.  

As part of the healthy living aspect 
of this programme, the Gibraltar gov-
ernment has drawn up a command 
paper on the banning of the sale of 
energy drinks to children under the 
age of 16. These often contain high 
and unregulated amounts of caffeine,  
and have been associated with seri-
ous adverse health effects, such as  
diabetes, mood and behavioural is-
sues, as well as tooth decay.  

John Cortes, the Minister of Pub-
lic Health, says the legislation to con-
trol access to high energy drinks once 
again shows “the government’s com-
mitment to real progress”, and prom-
ises: “There will be more to come.”

Gibraltar plans a ban 
on sale of energy 
drinks to under-16s

Ministers Neil Costa and John Cortes start the treasure hunt. :: SUR

IN BRIEF

Upskirting to be made 
a criminal offence 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. Upskirting - taking a photo un-
der a person’s clothing without their 
knowledge or permission - is not cur-
rently a criminal offence in Gibral-
tar, but that is about to change. The 
government wants to introduce leg-
islation to make it a specific sexual 
offence which could result in a jail 
sentence of up to two years, and those 
convicted will be placed on a sex of-
fenders register.  

The law will cover all situations in 
which a photo is taken for the pur-
pose of obtaining sexual gratification, 
causing humiliation, distress or alarm. 

Gibraltar’s Minister of Justice, Neil 
Costa, who describes upskirting as 
“despicable behaviour”, says the new 
law will ensure that those who vio-
late somebody else in this way can 
be prosecuted.

Permission granted for 
futuristic development 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. Outline planning permission 
has now been granted for a 19-sto-
rey mixed use development at 
Devil’s Tongue Queensway, on a site 
which once formed part of the port.  

The design of the building has 
had to be changed from the initial 
plans to reduce its size, because of 
its proximity to the City Wall, and 
the main entrance and approach 
have been moved to the north side. 
The height of the building was 
planned in line with others which 
already exist in Marina Bay and 
Ocean Village. 

The new development will con-
tain a variety of apartments on the 
upper floors, ranging from one to 
four bedrooms, and a five-bed-
roomed duplex. There will also be 
shops, offices and parking facilities.
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Catalonia was making 
headlines again this week 
ahead of a meeting of the 
Spanish government 
planned in Barcelona for 
21 December  

:: SUR 

BARCELONA. Left-wing separa-
tist groups have promised to “sow 
chaos” in Catalonia later this month 
when the Spanish government 
swaps Madrid for Barcelona for one 
of its weekly Cabinet meetings. 

The  Grups Autònoms d’Accions 
Ràpides -GAAR, (autonomous rapid 
action groups), the most extreme 
version of the radical Comités de De-
fensa de la República- CDR (Repub-
lic defence committees), which were 
only set up last week, have begun 
briefing their followers with an in-
struction manual. In it they explain  

how to carry out their planned sabo-
tage and attacks against “transport, 
the energy sector, IT and communi-
cations and the security services”.  
The groups have insisted that the 
protests will be “non violent”.  

The news that protests are being 
prepared for the Spanish Cabinet 
meeting near Barcelona’s port on 21 
December came in a week of re-
newed militant action in the region 
and an escalation in political tension 
between the central and regional 
governments.   

Last weekend members of the 
CDR blocked the main AP-7 motor-
way through Catalonia for much of 
Saturday and the following day they 
raised toll barriers without any in-
tervention by the Mossos d’Esquadra, 
the Catalan regional police force. 

Ministers in Madrid were quick 
to criticise the lack of police inter-
vention, threatening to send offi-
cers from the National Police to Cata-

lonia if regional ministers didn’t carry 
out their constitutional duties. Ma-
drid has already announced that is 
sending an extra 400 National Po-
lice for the planned Cabinet meet-
ing next week . 

The tension has been added to by 
Catalan president, Quim Torra, last 
weekend calling for the region to 
break away in the same way that 
Slovenia broke away from Yugosla-
via, which involved violence and loss 
of life.   

“That’s the kind of talk that sounds 
like it’s calling for an insurrection,” 
said Spanish foreign minister Josep 
Borrell on Monday from Brussels. 
Later in the week, Torra had toned 
down his rhetoric as opposition par-
ties in Madrid called for the ruling 
PSOE to suspend regional autono-
mous powers again. 

Radical group calls for sabotage 
during upcoming Cabinet session 

A pro-independence protester blocking the AP-7 motorway in Catalonia last weekend. :: SUR

:: SUR 

MADRID. The people of Madrid 
were able to breath a sigh of relief 
last week after hosting a major 
South American cup final at short 
notice, amid security concerns. 

The second leg of the final of the 
Copa Libertadores, the equivalent 
of the Champions League, passed 
off without incident between Ar-
gentinian giants River Plate and 
Boca Juniors.  Madrid had agreed to 
step in at the last minute when the 

original match, planned for 24 No-
vember in Buenos Aires, had to be 
suspended due to violence between 
the notoriously conflict-ridden        
rival fans.  

Real Madrid’s Santiago Bernabéu 
stadium was offered up as a new, 
safer alternative and last weekend 
the Spanish capital took on a Latin 
feel as thousands of fans flooded in 
from Buenos Aires, watched over 
by 4,000 police. The game was won 
3-1 by River Plate (5-3 on aggregate). 

Madrid successfully hosts 
Copa Libertadores final after 
original game was suspended     

River Plate celebrate their Copa Libertadores victory in Spain. :: AFP

:: MELCHOR SÁIZ-PARDO 

MADRID.  Guardia Civil officers, 
as part of Operation Golalde, have 
seized 322 guns, including four 
machine guns and seven subma-
chine guns, as well as 50,000 car-
tridges. Four people were arrested 

for allegedly forming part of a net-
work selling the weapons to a wide 
variety of criminals, say officers.   

The operation centred on Ma-
drid, Asturias and Cantabria, 
where eleven homes and prem-
ises linked to the group were 
searched. 

The group traded weapons from 
Spain and other countries, includ-
ing decommissioned  guns  that 
they adapted to make work again. 
As the serial numbers hadn’t been 
removed and they weren’t regis-
tered with the authorities, it was 
easier to channel the weapons into 
the black market. 

Guardia Civil deals 
a blow to arms 
sales to criminals 
in Spain as 322 
guns are seized 

  Mark Nayler, The Euro Zone  : 
Page 20 
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The Cs party appears to 
have ended its demand 
that its leader should be 
regional president and 
technical discussions on a 
pact began on Thursday 

:: SUR 

SEVILLE. Talks got under way this 
week between the conservative Par-
tido Popular (PP) and centre-right 
Ciudadanos (Cs) over a possible coa-
lition  to take control of the Junta 
de Andalucía regional government. 

On Tuesday, senior national and 
regional members of both parties  
met in Seville to agree broad coop-
eration and on Thursday different 
teams sat together to look at the fine 
print of policies and ministerial po-
sitions. By next Monday they are 
expected to announce a draft      
agreement.  

The meetings follow the recent 
regional election which saw the vote 
of the ruling PSOE Socialist party 
decline, leaving parties right of cen-
tre with enough regional MPs to 
possibly oust regional president, Su-
sana Díaz. The PSOE party has gov-
erned in Andalucía for 36 years and 
both the PP and Ciudadanos have 

said they want to reach a deal to “de-
liver the change” that they believe 
voters have asked for.   

However, at the start of the week, 
there were two main sticking points 
in the outcome of any agreement 
between the two parties. Firstly, 
which one of the two parties the 
new regional president would come 

from, and secondly, what to do about 
the 12 new regional MPs of far-right 
Vox. The surprise rise in that party, 
to 11 per cent of the vote, means 
their MPs’ votes, or abstentions, are 
now needed to add to those of  the 
PP and Ciudadanos in order to 
achieve the majority to oust the 
PSOE. 

Ahead of Tuesday’s first meeting 
between the two parties, Ciuda-
danos appeared to back down on its 
earlier insistence that its regional 
leader, Juan Marín, should be the 
president. They had argued that as 
Cs’ number of MPs had jumped the 
most, from 9 to 21, it should be the 
leader of “the change”.  

However it now seems likely that 
the PP, which came second to the 
PSOE, will be allowed to take the 
lead in any coalition. “For us the [ne-
gotiating] red line is the promise to 
the people of Andalucía that the 
PSOE will not form part of a gov-
ernment,” said Ciudadanos on     
Monday. 

Meanwhile Susana Díaz has been 
rebuffed by the left-wing Adelante 
Andalucía group. Díaz, who has the 
right to try to form a government 
first in the investiture debate be-
ginning on 27 December in the An-
dalusian parliament, was told that 
she would first need to get Cs’ sup-
port, which is unlikely, before talk-
ing to Adelante Andalucía about any  
left-of-centre coalition. 

In the election on 2 December 
for the 109-seat regional parliament, 
PSOE won 33 seats, the PP 26, Cs 
21, Adelante Andalucía (Podemos 
and IU) 21 and Vox 12.

Who will be king? Cs’s Marín and PP’s Moreno in a file photo. :: EFE

:: SUR 

SEVILLE. The shock rise of the 
vote for far-right Vox in the An-
dalusian elections continued to 
be a main topic of conversation 
in Spain this week. The support 
of Vox is needed to help the PP 
and Ciudadanos (Cs) into power. 

While Ciudadanos has not yet 
mentioned Vox publicly, and the 
PP is assuming that party will sup-
port its new coalition automati-
cally, Vox’s Andalusian leader criti-
cised them both on Wednesday. 

Francisco Serrano said, “We 
won’t get in the way of a PSOE 
exit, but we aren’t going to let 
them [PP and Cs] blank us out.” 
He added that he didn’t want to 
form part of a new regional gov-
ernment but that he would de-
mand a seat at the negotiating 
table and an enhanced role in 
framing future parliamentary   
debates. 

Meanwhile the PSOE party 
has started an initiative nation-
ally to undermine the PP and 
Ciudadanos negotiation by em-
phasising their reliance on the 
Vox vote, “warning” that the 
same could happen elsewhere 
in Spain.    

Vox works out 
what role it wants 
to play as PSOE 
reacts to their rise 

Talks continue between the PP and 
Ciudadanos over new Junta government  

Theresa May survived a 
vote of no confidence in 
the same week that she 
won a case brought to the 
Royal Courts of Justice by 
remain campaigners 

:: JENNIE RHODES 

MALAGA. Another week of Brexit 
turmoil began on Monday with dis-
appointing news for anti-Brexit cam-
paigners in Spain and across Europe. 
The UK’s High Court announced its 
decision to reject the ‘UK in EU’ chal-
lenge against the illegal funding lim-
its of pro-Brexit groups, following a 
full day hearing last Friday. Deferring 
his decision until Monday, Mr Justice 
Ouseley ruled against the case of Su-
san Wilson and others versus the 
prime minister, saying that the claim 
was “out of time”. 

Speaking after the decision, Wil-
son said, “While I’m obviously dis-
appointed with this ruling, this chal-
lenge is far from over. We’re working 
through the judgment and consider-
ing an appeal.”  

Article 50 
The decision came on the same day 
that the European Court of Justice 

ruled that Article 50 could be unilat-
erally revoked to stop Brexit, should 
the UK decide to do so. Wilson added 
to her statement, “We are still in good 
spirits over the ECJ ruling this morn-
ing that Article 50 is revocable. We 
believe this makes a further referen-
dum more likely. At the very least, 
our case has ensured that any future 

referendum will be under stricter 
scrutiny against illegal activity.” 

Vote delayed 
Also on Monday, the prime minis-
ter, Theresa May, announced that 
the UK parliament vote on the 
Withdrawal Agreement would be 
delayed until “before 21 January”, 

causing the pound to drop sharply 
against the euro. The effects were 
felt strongly among pensioners on 
the Costa del Sol and those trans-
ferring money, who saw less money 
going into their euro bank accounts. 

The delay led to SNP leader Ni-
cola Sturgeon tweeting that she 
would be prepared to merge with 

the Labour Party in order to topple 
Theresa May in a vote of no confi-
dence. However, the call was unan-
swered by Jeremy Corbyn, allowing 
Conservative  MPs to get in first 
with their own confidence vote on 
Wednesday.    

Vote of no confidence 
May survived the ballot by 200 to 
117 votes, which led to mixed reac-
tions from politicians and campaign-
ers in the UK and abroad. Many were 
appalled by the decision to allow 
two MPs currently suspended from 
their roles over sex allegations to 
vote. Andrew Griffiths, the PM’s 
former chief of staff, and Charlie El-
phicke were registered in Wednes-
day’s ballot despite serving suspen-
sions. Labour called the decision, “a 
betrayal of women”.  

Prior to the vote the PM gave a 
press conference, announcing that 
whatever happened she would be 
stepping down before the next gen-
eral election, expected to be called 
in 2022.  

Liberal Democrat leader, Vince 
Cable said that the prime minister 
“must change course” over her With-
drawal Agreement. Meanwhile DUP 
leader, Arlene Foster, had already 
made it clear that her party, which 
reached a deal with the Conserva-
tives to keep May in power after the 
last election, would not support the 
current agreement and the so-called 
‘backstop’ arrangement which at-
tempts to protect the Irish border.  

May travelled back to Brussels on 
Thursday morning for the latest 
round of talks with the EU.

A further week of Brexit turmoil sees 
pound fall sharply against the euro

PM Theresa May speaks outside 10 Downing Street after winning the confidence vote. :: EFE
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H
aving devoted his life to 
astonishing levels of skul-
duggery, King Sisyphus 
came to believe he was 

more clever than even Zeus, the 
greatest of all Greek gods. Sadly for 
him, he most certainly wasn’t and 
his punishment for indulging in 
such hubris, was to spend the whole 
of eternity pushing a massive boul-
der up a hill, only to see it roll back 
down to the bottom again each time 
he thought he’d accomplished the 
task.  

 I had a brief taste of Sisyphus’s 
fate last week. The main door at The 
Shakespeare had had, for the last 
three and a half years, one of those 
automatic closing hinge mechanisms 
attached to its top right hand cor-
ner. Needless to say, what with all 
the comings and goings over such a 
long period, said mechanism sim-
ply gave up the ghost after a particu-
larly busy night. Not to worry, the 

following morning I popped into 
the only ironmongers in town which 
hasn’t been turned into a boutique 
design-your-own salad bar. Yet.  

 ‘Hi - have you got one of those 
springy hingey thingies, please? 

 ‘Yes, sir. We have this really rub-
bish cheapo version which only a 
fool completely off his cake on ille-
gal substances would buy or, alter-
natively, the marginally more ex-
pensive model which is guaranteed 
to work in any circumstance what-
soever.’ 

 ‘Lovely - I’ll take the cheapo one 
then, please and spend what little 
I’ve saved on beer and crisps.’ 

 ‘Er, well, ok. There you go then, 
buddy, you total idiot cheapskate.’  

 Off I tootled , whistling a merry 
tune, in order to fit my most frugal 
of purchases to the unsuspecting 
door. 

 The first evening it was in use 
was a resounding success as the 

springy hingey thingy fulfilled all 
of its duties with considerable 
aplomb and not a little style. The 
next night however, it became clear 
that the old Spanish adage ‘Lo ba-
rato sale caro’ (what’s cheap works 
out expensive) is right on the ,er, 
money as the springy hingey thingy 
slackened to the point of disaster. 
Consequently, for the next two eve-
nings, in the style of King Sisyphus, 
I was involved in a closing-the-door-
only-for-it-to-be-immediately-left-
open-again routine which, admit-
tedly, wasn’t for the whole of eter-
nity but did rather feel like it by two 
in the morning, let me tell you. 

 Today, I bought and fitted the 
more expensive springy hingey 
thingy. My word, never has the gen-
tle thud of a door closing of its own 
volition sounded so sweet. I rather 
fear Zeus himself couldn’t have done 
a better job. Aaagh! No wait, Zeus, 
I didn’t mean it like that..

Poor sprung door 
technique

PETER EDGERTON 
MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

N
early two and a half 
years after the partial 
opening of the Guadal-
horce Valley hospital, 

two of its four operating theatres 
and some of its beds were finally 
opened this week.  

This hospital is greatly needed 
to take the pressure of the Clínico 
in Malaga. It opened eight years 
later than scheduled, sloppily and 
incomplete. Somebody (many peo-
ple, actually) didn’t do their job 
properly and the hospital didn’t 
have enough electrical power for 
the operating theatres and some 
other departments. Now it does, 
but it is still not performing 100 
per cent, because nobody knows 
when the wards for non-surgical 
patients will open. What’s more, 
nobody even dares to hazard a date, 
especially in the situation at the 
Andalusian Health Service now, 

after the recent regional elections.  
But, you know, there was more 

than enough time to have sorted 
out all these obstacles. The Gua-
dalhorce Hospital opened late, and 
not properly. And when a tree is 
born twisted, it is hard to 
straighten it out. What starts badly, 
ends badly. This hospital, which is 

a branch of the Clínico in Malaga, 
needs more staff, but what cannot 
happen is that people are taken 
away from one place to work in an-
other. In other words, there would 
be no point whatsoever in moving 
professionals from the Clínico Uni-
versitario to the Guadalhorce. That 
is not a solution. It will create prob-

lems, not resolve them. 
If they don’t employ more staff 

for the Guadalhorce hospital, they 
won’t be able to open the wards. 
Those who take over the reins at 
the regional government’s Minis-
try of Health and the Andalusian 
Health Service, if there is a change 
in government as it looks as if there 

will be, have a great deal of work 
ahead of them. 

 Among the things which can-
not be put off are the need to give 
the Guadalhorce Valley hospital 
with enough staff to provide a 
quality service. Without profes-
sionals, the health service cannot 
function. Asking people to give 
more and receive less is not viable.  

The people of the Guadalhorce 
Valley deserve a hospital which, 
once and for all, works efficiently 
and isn’t remedied by patches. It 
is good news that half of the oper-
ating theatres are now open (16 pa-
tients underwent surgery there 
yesterday), but that is just one part 
of the huge amount which remains 
to be done.  

Let’s see if once and for all the 
Guadalhorce Hospital can start to 
fly, without having its wings 
clipped. 

Operating theatres

ÁNGEL ESCALERA

IDÍGORAS

FANtastic - reward yourself

Have you ever noticed the pre-
paration for sporting events like 
marathons, 10km runs or 
triathlons when red/white 
ribbons show where they will 
come along? Do yourself a fa-

vour and go there 
when the happening 
takes place, especia-
lly when runners are 
concerned who ex-
haust themselves for 

whatever personal reason. They 
all deserve encouragement, from 
us.  

Suppose one of your relatives 
is involved. Your kid, dad or 
mum, sweating a lot, doing the 
utmost to keep up with other 
runners. Clearly totally tired, 
feeling alone with the drive to 
get to the finish, running 
alongside people who don’t 
seem to notice what’s happe-
ning at all. Some pedestrians ig-
nore the tape and step over it 
with the risk of blocking some 
runners. I mean, I can unders-
tand that people don’t care about 
such sporting events. But when 
you’re there, alone or with 
others, I can recommend the fo-
llowing and having the time of 
your life! 

 Take a stand behind the tape 
where you can see the runners 
coming. Every time one passes 
you cheer and shout and clap 
your hands. Shout Bravo or cheer 

in your own language, that 
doesn’t matter. If you find a 
name on a shirt, shout it out. 
You show your support for 
everybody’s effort. Come on! 
¡Vamos! The louder you are the 
better feeling the runner gets 
….. and (that’s what this is about) 
you will be surprised of the reac-
tion the encouragement gives 
you back. Their smile to you, 
their wink, even a sigh of 
thanks, one hand slightly up or 
two thumbs up ……. Feels so 
good. You’ll be amazed ! 

It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re on the terrace, on the pro-
menade with friends or family 
or you’re walking the dog. Stop 
what you’re doing and support 
runners for a while. It inspires 
others to do what you do and 
they’ll get the same good feeling. 
Experience it!  

 The coffee and drinks after-
wards you’ll enjoy a lot more 
with a differrent feeling and a 
wonderful experience. You may 
not meet the runners afterwards 
of course but be assured the gra-
titude from them to you is tre-
mendous. You made the diffe-
rence. Your loud support pushed 
them further. Supporting feels 
FANtastic. 

 Just try it, you’ll see. 
 

JANNIE BUNK 
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THIS  
WEEK’S  
WINNING  
LETTER

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

THERE IS A PRIZE FOR THE BEST

CONTRIBUTION TO THIS PAGE

SO PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ADDRESS

We accept letters by email (surinenglish.su@diariosur.es), post 
or fax, but they must include identification and a telephone 
number, and be exclusive to SUR in English. We do not publish 
anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by contributors to this 
and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily reflect 
those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced without written permission from the publishers.

Published by: PRENSA MALAGUEÑA S. A. 
Director General: JOSÉ LUIS ROMERO

Editor in Chief: 
MANUEL CASTILLO 
Publications Director:  
Pedro Luis Gómez 

Editor:  
Rachel Haynes 
Assistant editor:  
Daryl Finch 

Advertising Manager:  
Emma Vera 
Commercial Director:  
Jorge Artero

You can get 
some great 
views from up 
here!

Fernando González, 
we‛re going to 
miss you



December 14th to 20th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH  25



26 December 14th to 20th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISHLIFESTYLE

MALAGA. A year of celebrations for 
The Arts Society reached a climax this 
week with its CEO joining branches 
in the province for the final events 
to celebrate a series of milestones. 
While The Arts Society, formally 
known as NADFAS, reached its 50th 
year in the UK, the Costa del Sol 
branch has been celebrating 30 years 
and Nerja marked its silver jubilee on 
Tuesday. 

The day started with CEO of the 
arts organisation, Florian Schweizer, 
completing a 10-kilometre run around 
Nerja to raise money for charity. The 
run was one of 50 that Schweizer, 41, 
is doing this year, to mark the inter-
national society’s 50th anniversary. 
On Monday he ran for the Costa del 
Sol branch in Fuengirola and on 
Wednesday he travelled to Gibraltar 
where also ran 10 kilometres. 

Before setting off for the Nerja leg 
of the sponsored run, the CEO ex-
plained that the idea came to him one 
day when he was running home from 
the office in London. “I often run 
home from work so I came up with 
the idea as way of getting to visit as 
many of the society’s branches as pos-
sible in this, our 50th year, as well as 
trying to raise money.” 

He was cheered on by several 
members of the Nerja Arts Society, 
including chair, Helen Sijsling, as he 

left the Balcón de Europa at 12pm. 
At 5pm, the members were joined 

by mayor of Nerja Rosa Arrabal, and 
founder of the branch Roberta Ket-
tel, to inaugurate a sculpture created 
by Cómpeta-based artist, Lieuwke 
Loth. The sculpture is a gift from the 
society to the town and is on perma-
nent display at the Casa de la Cultura, 
which is where the group hosts its 
monthly lectures. A members’ din-
ner at the Parador restaurant in Nerja 
followed the inauguration. 

The Costa del Sol branch celebrated 
its 30th anniversary with a dinner at 
the IPV Palace and Spa Hotel in Fuen-
girola on 24 November. Around 100 
guests attended the event at which 
vocalist  Ricky Lavazza sang and a 
magic show was given by lecturer and 
magician, Bertie Pearce. 

Among the guests were Hilary Al-
cock, vice-chair of The Arts Society 

Trustees and the European area chair, 
Jo Ward.  

Current chair of the Costa del Sol 
society, Yvonne Sjokvist, gave a speech  
during which she reflected on the 
last 30 years, since the branch, the 
first in Spain, was established by Sue 
Brodie. 

The money raised by Mr 
Schweizer’s 50 runs will go to the 
various charities supported by The 
Arts Society, from a central fund in 
the name of founder, Patricia Faye. 
The Nerja branch will donate the 
money to the Aldeas Infantiles (Chil-
dren’s Villages) charity which has a 
base in El Palo and helps children 
without a family home.  

Mr Schweizer also revealed that 
the society’s AGM is to be held in 
Malaga in 2020, which representa-
tives from the 380 branches world-
wide are expected to attend.

The CEO of The Arts 
Society travelled to 
Malaga from the UK 
this week to raise 
money for charitable 
projects and join in 
celebrations

Milestones on a path of art appreciation

The Costa del Sol Arts Society celebrated 30 years in November. :: SUR

Nerja Chair, Helen Sijsling with CEO, Florian Schweizer in Nerja this week. :: J. R.

JENNIE  
RHODES

 rhodes_jennie@hotmail.com

Lieuwke Loth, Helen Sijsling and Rosa Arrabal. :: R. D.
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A Manilva cat charity is 
celebrating after 
receiving funds from two 
charitable events 
organised by foreign 
residents  

CASARES. The Asociacion Gatos 
de Manilva (AGDM) received over 
200 euros as well as tins of cat food 
thanks to cat lovers at the Costa 
Women group. 

Now following the cash injection 
the charity is looking for volunteers 
to help them look after abandoned 
cats in the Costa del Sol town. 

The first fundraiser saw a local 
branch of the Costa Women group 
hold a demonstration of floral art 
design on 28 November in Casares 
Costa, where organisers donated all 
admission fees and proceeds to the 
charity – totalling 95 euros. 

The popular women’s club then 
raised a further 107 euros during 
their annual Christmas lunch on 4 

December in Estepona. 
Melissa White, event coordina-

tor for the AGDM, told SUR in Eng-
lish: “We are so happy with the posi-
tive response from the Costa 
Women group for helping local 

street animals in need. In particu-
lar the donation of canned and dry 
food was a big help to the charity at 
this time of year. The funds will help 
the charity continue their essential 
work with street cats and improve 

the community in Manilva.” 
Melissa explained that one of the 

main actions of the charity is to trap, 
neuter and release cats to control 
their numbers in Manilva. 

In addition, the charity works 

with Manilva’s Environmental De-
partment, provides education about 
street cats to the general public and 
focuses on the adoption of suitable 
cats and kittens. 

Charity bosses at the AGDM are 
now seeking volunteers to tempo-
rarily foster kittens before they are 
homed, drive cats to and from the 
vets, help out with admin, fundrais-
ing and shelter-building. 

Melissa added that donations of 
food, cat litter and pre-used cat car-
riers are always welcomed. 

What’s more, on Thursday 20 De-
cember the charity is organising a 
three-course lunch at La Pappardella 
restaurant in Laguna Village, Este-
pona. The lunch costs 40 euros and 
includes a welcome drink with wine, 
in aid of AGDM. For more informa-
tion contact the restaurant on 
952807354.

Feline fundraisers claw in over 200 euros

Melissa White and AGDM president Amanda Kiff at one of the fundraisers. :: A. BOLTON

ASH                     
BOLTON


 ashbolton@hotmail.com 

z·   www.facebook.com/ 
gatosdemanilva

AGDM helps to reduce 
numbers of feral cats 
in Manilva by trapping 
and neutering them
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T
he launch of the airline  
Iberia’s first commercial 
flight from Madrid to Bar-
celona on 14 December 

1927 was Spain’s first foray into 
commercial aviation. Iberia Líneas 
Aéreas de España, S. A. was founded 
in June 1927 by Horacio Echevarri-
eta, a Basque businessman and poli-
tician; and Deutsche Luft Hansa 
(DLH), a German airline serving as 
flag carrier during the final years of 
the Weimar Republic. The major-
ity share of the company was held 
by Echevarrieta, who became chair-
man of the board, but German sup-

port was crucial, because in addi-
tion to investing 24 per cent of the 
capital, DLH contributed materials 
and technical support.  

Iberia’s objective was to pro-
vide peninsular and transatlantic 
air services and it immediately ap-
plied for concession to establish 
regular flights between Madrid 
and Barcelona. 

Founded during the dictatorship 
of Primo de Rivera, with a capital 
of 1.1 million pesetas, its first com-
mercial flight took off from the air-
port in Carabanchel (current Cu-
atro Vientos Airport) and landed in 
Barcelona three hours later. 

The official flight on the ten-
seater Rohrbach Roland monoplane 
included among its passengers the 
Spanish king, Alfonso XIII.  

Prior to the official flight, a plane 
first flew from Barcelona to Madrid 
so that the king could witness the 

first landing. However, extreme 
weather issues forced the aircraft 
to arrive much later than expected.    

The three-hour trip became a 
daily service that operated in both 
directions, and within a year of its 
first flight, the company was spon-
sored by the Spanish government 
to provide postal transport between 
Madrid and Barcelona.  

By 1928, Iberia had three Rohr-
bach Ro VIII Roland aircraft, all with 
a capacity for ten passengers. 

During the dictatorship of Primo 
de Rivera, the aviation companies 
in Spain were state-controlled and 
as a consequence, in 1929, Iberia, 
along with Unión Aérea Española, 
was merged into Compañía de 
Líneas Aéreas Subvencionadas S.A. 
(CLASSA) and the new enterprise 

was granted a monopoly. CLASSA, 
which initially ran flights between 
Madrid and Seville, began regular 
operations in May of that year. 
Though Iberia as an independent 
entity disappeared from the air 
transport scene until 1937, the air-
line maintained its registration in 
the Companies Register of Madrid. 

At the end of the Civil War, with 
Barajas Airport in Madrid as its base, 
Iberia began operating flights be-
tween Madrid and Barcelona, Bur-
gos, Seville, and Valencia, as well as 
Lisbon, in Portugal. 

Nationalised in 1940 when its 
debt to DLH was paid off, Iberia was 
granted a monopoly over regular 
domestic flights and to colonies and 
protected territories. 

Today, Iberia operates an inter-

national network of services. The 
Iberia Group flies to over 109 des-
tinations in 39 countries, and a fur-
ther 90 destinations through code-
sharing agreements with other air-
lines. 

In 2010, British Airways and Ibe-
ria merged, making the combined 
operation the third largest commer-
cial airline in the world. The newly 
merged company, known as Inter-
national Airlines Group (IAG), was 
established in January 2011, al-
though both airlines continue to 
operate under their own brand.

Iberia’s first foray 
into commercial 
aviation 

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Aeropuerto Airport 

Pasajero Passenger 

Avión Aeroplane 

Aeronave Aircraft 

Viaje Journey 

Vuelo Flight 

Aerolínea Airline 

Destino Destination 

Despegar To take off 

Aterrizar To land 

Facturar To check in 

Equipaje Luggage 

Conexión Connection 

Empresario Businessman 

Salidas Departures 

Llegadas Arrivals 

Fusionarse To merge

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E14 DECEMBER 1927

Alfonso XIII disembarks after Iberia’s first commercial flight. :: SUR

TONY                  
BRYANT

King Alfonso XIII was 
among the ten 
passengers on the 
three-hour flight from 
Madrid to Barcelona

He was a loyal Malaga CF 
fan and a lover of local 
traditions, especially 
Semana Santa  

:: PEDRO LUIS GÓMEZ 

MALAGA. Malaga journalist Fer-
nando González Aranda, photogra-
pher and photo editor for the SUR 
newspapers and lecturer at Malaga 
University,  passed away on Monday, 
aged 51.  

He was the son of former SUR pho-
tographer Fernando González Pérez, 
one of the founders of  publishers 
Prensa Malagueña, and started tak-
ing photos at an early age, becoming 

part of the SUR team in 1988.  
He obtained a degree and later a 

doctorate in Communication Sci-
ences at Malaga University and in 
2000 became an associate lecturer 
in Journalism.  

The father-of-two was a lover of 
local traditions, especially Semana 
Santa, and was a loyal supporter of 
Malaga CF. His career is peppered 
with success, including the Premio 
Andalucía de Periodismo for his work 
covering the flooding in the province 
in 1989. 

His death has come as a hard blow 
to his colleagues who, although they 
knew he was unwell, had not ex-
pected such a tragic ending.

SUR photographer and         
photo editor, Fernando 
González Aranda, dies aged 51

Fernando González, at work in the football ground. :: SUR
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GARDENING

Commonly called African senna, 
popcorn senna, candelabra tree 
and peanut butter cassia, Senna 
didymobotrya is native to Africa 
and a member of the legume (pea 
and bean family). 

In warm climates it can develop 
into a large bush up to five metres 
tall with bright yellow or gold flower 

spikes 25-30cm long that are held 
erect giving it the name candela-
bra tree. It is usually shorter in cooler 
climates, reaching between two and 
three metres tall. The leaves give 
the plant a tropical look and are fern-
like and attractive 
in their own 
r i g h t .   

The crushed  foliage is said to smell 
like freshly buttered popcorn.  

The flowers, which open from 
fat, dark green or black buds and 
have a faint peanut butter-like scent, 
are followed by flattened pods 8-
12cm long  and contain oval brown 

seeds 8-9mm long. These seeds 
can be sprouted easily on 

damp kitchen paper once 
ripe. Popcorn senna can 

self seed and in Africa it 
is classed as invasive in 
certain regions. It has 
been grown around 
the world as a green 
manure and as a gar-
den plant but will 

only become a prob-
lem in hot countries or 

where it is not main-
tained. After flowering it 

can be cut back hard to keep 
it bushy and to prevent seed 

formation if required. It can also 
be propagated from woody stem 
cuttings in the autumn. 

Like all members of the pea and 
bean family (Fabaceae), Senna di-
dymobotrya fixes nitrogen in the 
soil and can be grown as a green ma-
nure. In its native Africa it is used 
medicinally to treat a wide range 
of illnesses including malaria, diar-
rhoea, skin rashes and ringworm, 
jaundice and intestinal worms. 
However used incorrectly it is toxic, 
especially decoctions made from 
the roots. Extracts of the plant are 
usually known to kill mosquito lar-
vae and grown near a patio it is said 
to deter mosquitos. 

Senna didymobotrya grows well 
in a container provided it has plenty 
of hot sun and a rich, well-drained 
soil. Although drought-resistant for 
short periods, it will benefit from 
regular watering and will flourish 
better with extra feeding during 
the flowering period. Unfortunately 
it will not withstand frosts.

Aromatic fern-like foliage and bright yellow flowers make 
this plant an attractive addition to borders or patios

Senna didymobotrya 

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

Leslie Carroll from Zarate near Alcaucín sent in this photo of a 
rather beautiful Brugmansia and its apricot-coloured blooms.  
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ANGEL’S TRUMPETS

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

The tropical foliage and bright blooms of Senna didymobotrya. :: FLICKR

DENISE BUSH

The all-time favourite 
Christmas plant must be the 
Poinsettia. The green leaves 
contrasting with the bright 
red bracts are certainly fes-
tive however nowadays it is 
available in increasingly gar-
ish colours from salmon pink 
to yellow. Unfortunately 
some growers sprinkle the 
bracts with glitter before 
shipping off to stores. Poin-
settias lost their appeal for 
me after approximately the 
third Christmas that I 
bought one. They are grown 
in special greenhouses and 
wrapped very carefully so 
that they can withstand the 

rigours of shipment and sit-
ting on a shelf in a store for 
a maximum of four weeks. 
They are very susceptible to 
changes in temperature, 
light and moisture. Just car-
rying it from the store to the 
car puts it at peril. Fussy is 
too tame a word; too hot, 
too cold, too dry, too wet, 
too draughty, too humid... 
all spell certain death. Back 
in the 1820s, when the 
young American diplomat 
and keen botanist Joel Poin-
sett was sent to Mexico, lit-
tle did he know what future 
anguish his namesake would 
cause.

GARDENING HINTS FOR DECEMBER

Thanks, Joel Poinsett

:: LESLIE CARROLL
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a wide variety of ways to the older 
English speaking community from 
Benalmádena to Calahonda. Some 
of the Age Care volunteers have had 
careers in nursing, education, psy-
chology, and other caring profes-
sions, while others are simply peo-
ple who wish to help the elderly. The 

organisation has liaisons with the 
British Consulate, the Foreigners 
Department of Mijas, The Royal Brit-
ish Legion Spain South, La Cala Li-
ons Club and several Masonic lodges 
in the area. The organisation also 
works in conjunction with the 
Cudeca Foundation. 

Sydney Weldon, who has been 
president of Age Care for nearly 
five years, initially began helping 
in the shop. Today he runs the 
whole organisation, with the help 
of his dedicated team of volunteers, 
and he also employs three private 
care companies. 

“If we receive a call from someone 
who requires home help, we first send 
in the care company to give us a writ-
ten assessment of the situation; we 
then decide which way we can help,” 
Sydney explains.  

Age care holds weekly meetings 
in Benalmádena, Fuengirola, Coín 
and Calahonda. The meetings offer 
the elderly a chance to catch up with 
friends, enjoy bingo, painting or free 
Spanish lessons. The organisation 
also arranges a free Christmas din-
ner and a summer tea party at the 
Tamisa Golf Hotel.  

“We are always looking for volun-
teers to help in the shop and at our 
meetings. We are in particular need 
of drivers, especially those who can 
speak a little Spanish. If anyone is in-
terested, then please visit our web 
site, call in to our shop in Calahonda, 
or come to one of our coffee morn-
ings,” Sydney concludes. 

The charity has 
experienced increasing 
numbers of older 
English-speaking people 
requiring assistance over 
the past five years.  

MIJAS. The festive season is upon 
us once again and many people will 
be busy preparing to enjoy the holi-
days with family and friends, 
whether here on the Costa del Sol, 
on back in the UK. There is, how-
ever, a sector of people that will be 
dedicating their time to ensuring 
that those who are left on their 
own at Christmas are not forgot-
ten, especially the elderly expat 
community. 

One organisation that will be 
working around the clock to make 
sure the elderly will not be over-
looked is Age Care, the Mijas-based 
charity association that supports 
English-speaking senior citizens liv-
ing in the Malaga province. 

Founded in 2001, the Age Care As-
sociation is a fully registered, non- 
profit making organisation staffed 
entirely by volunteers. The charity 
began when a group of friends got 
together to hold a fundraising event 
to assist older people who needed 
help and support. Since then, the 
charity has expanded and now hosts 
weekly social meetings, as well as 
offering welfare support, practical 
information, appointment assistance 
and translation services.  

The organisation also has a second 
hand shop in Calahonda, which is in-
strumental in raising the majority of 
the funds needed to run the charity. 

Here on the Costa del Sol, just 
as in the UK, the issue of acute 
loneliness and social isolation is 
one of the biggest challenges fac-
ing senior citizens, especially dur-
ing the festive season. Lone-
liness due to reduced 
mobility, the loss of 
family and 
friends, or the 
bereavement 
of a loved 
one, are 
some of the 
issues that 
can have a 
serious im-
pact on the 
well-being and 
quality of life of 
older people. 
Many older resi-
dents also have 
social care needs, 
due to hearing or 
visual impair-

ments and are sometimes confined 
to their homes.  

Increasing numbers 
Age Care claim that it has experi-
enced increasing numbers of older 
English-speaking people requiring 
assistance during the past five years. 
However, it is not always health or 
mobility problems that need ad-
dressing, as Nigel Foster, the organi-
sations Welfare Group Leader, 
pointed out to SUR in English.   

“Age Care can help with many is-
sues by providing care services in the 
home. Sometimes the simplest of 
problems can cause the elderly much 
stress and inconvenience. Even some-
thing simple like a power cut or prob-
lems with a mobile phone, which is 
sometimes merely the case of it be-
ing switched off,  can be a big thing.” 

Nigel got involved soon after he 
arrived on the coast in 2016, and he 
now organises the weekly 
Benalmádena meeting, as well as pro-
viding any type of help or assistance 
the elderly might need. 

“Many of our members have been 
here for more than 30 years and some 
have lost their partners, so they don’t 
get many chances to get out and see 

people, but at least they know 
that we will be here 

every week. We can 
organise transport 

for medical ap-
pointments 
and arrange 
interpreta-
tion services, 
but if we 
come across 
a situation 

we are not 
sure about, we 

will seek the ad-
vice of other or-
ganisations,” Ni-
gel explains. 

Age Care’s ulti-
mate objective is 
to give support in 

Lifeline for expats facing social isolation

Founded in 2001, Age Care Association is a registered organisation staffed entirely by volunteers 

British expats attend an Age Care meeting in Benalmádena. :: T. BRYANT
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Age Care president, Sydney 
Weldon, with a volunteer. :: SUR

TONY                  
BRYANT


 tonysureng@gmail.com 

z·   www.agecarecosta.org

In 2016 Osa Cars was simply a 
thought in David and Patricia’s 
heads. But by 2017 the company 
had become a reality with offices 
across Benalmádena.  

Why a car rental business? 
Nowadays not everyone needs a 
car of their own, and being able 
to rent one makes life easier.  

Car rental is now not just for 
tourists but also for people who 
only need a car occasionally. 

Today you might need a big car 
for a weekend away, and tomor-
row you might need a small one 
to go out for dinner in the city 
centre.  

We have not invented car 
rental, obviously, but we wanted 
to give the business our own per-
sonal touch.  

Our business objective has al-
ways been to provide,  or at least 
to try to provide the customer 
with what they need. We do not 
limit ourselves to strict standards, 
we try to adapt to the demands of 
our clients.  

In any business the goal is to 
make money, but for us, the sat-

isfaction of our clients is just as 
important as the benefits we get.  

Our philosophy is,  if we keep 
our customers happy they will 
continue to use our company, and 
we will continue to be successful.  

At this point, we have only our 
customers to thank. We are very 
grateful for the trust they have 
placed in us from day one. It is a 
real pleasure to deal with people, 
who over time, stop being cus-
tomers and become friends.  

We will continue to work hard 
and strive to reach the company’s 
potential everyday.  

We aim to offer our customers 
the best quality service and total 
transparency in everything we do. 
Our main goal is to have satisfied 
clients. Thank you for your trust.

Car rental that adapts to you

ADVERTORIAL Rent a Car Osa Cars

The team is dedicated to customer service. SUR.

z·   Osa Cars Benalmádena 
Costa. www.osacars.es / 
info@osacars.es /  
+34 952 560 795
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MALAGA. They were accused of be-
ing delinquents, alcoholics and psyco-
paths, “degenerate” women with a 
tendency to infidelity, divorce or les-
bian relationships. Many of them 
couldn’t read or write and ended up 
being obliged to sign their criminal 
records with a fingerprint. Nor did 
they have a chance to defend them-
selves in the military courts and sum-
mary proceedings against charges as 
ambiguous as ‘rebellion’ or ‘attacks 
on public morality’, although in re-
ality it didn’t much matter because 
in most cases the Franco regime had 

already found them guilty and sen-
tenced them.  

Thousands of women were jailed 
for simply being related to a suspected 
subversionist, or sometimes simply 
for having been in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. They didn’t go 
down in history, but they lived 
through the Civil War and post-war 
period with the same amount of pain, 
contempt and bloodshed as the men. 
In Malaga, only a small plaque in 
what is now the Local Police head-
quarters, the former women’s prison, 
recalls that muted horror. 

For decades the Caserón de la Go-
leta was a men’s jail, with just one or 
two cells reserved for women, until  
the building fell into such disrepair 
that it had to be closed and a new one 
built in 1933. The new provincial 
prison which, as the press of the time 
were keen to point out, had running 
water, was inaugurated on 2 Febru-

ary 1934. At that time, there were 291 
men and four women prisoners.  

Malaga MP Victoria Kent, who 
was director of the prison system, 
had introduced improvements be-
cause she was convinced of the need 
to reform Spanish jails with a more 
humanitarian focus. When the Civil 
War began, however, that situation 
changed radically.  

In 1937, after the Francoists took 
control of the province, there were 
massive arrests and the old Caserón 
de la Goleta had to be brought into 
use as a women’s jail despite its run-
down state. Around 4,000 prisoners 
passed through the jail, according to 
research by professors Encarnación 
Barranquero, Matilde Eiroa and 
Paloma Navarro. In the 1990s they 
were able to access the prisoners’ 
case files, which are now closed un-
der the data protection laws. Histo-
rian Víctor Heredia recalls that over-

crowding in the women’s prison “re-
sulted in infrahuman conditions be-
cause of the lack of space and hy-
giene, and as a result illnesses spread”.  

The repression against women 
was especially cruel in Malaga, home 
to writers and openly republican in-
tellectuals such as Isabel Oyarzábal, 
María Zambrano and Victoria Kent  
herself, all of whom were well-
known for calling for equality and  
high levels of independence until 
well into the 1930s.  

Those advances regressed under 
the narrow Francoist morality, which 
demanded submission to masculine 
wishes, as reported in publications 
from the Women’s Section of the 
Falange: “When your husband re-
turns from work, offer to take his 
shoes off for him. Minimise any 
noise. If you have a hobby of some 
type, try not to bore him by talking 
about it. If you need to apply face 

cream or hair rollers, wait until he 
is asleep before doing so. If he feels 
the need to sleep, so be it. If he sug-
gests intercourse, then consent hum-
bly, bearing in mind that his satis-
faction is more important than 
yours”.  

In the women’s jails, the authori-
ties obliged the prisoners to go to 
Mass and to christen their children, 
who were often imprisoned with 
them. The poor hygienic conditions 
and lack of food created a desperate  
situation: exhausted prisoners with-
out sufficient resources to look af-
ter their children. Some of those 
children died behind bars.  

The prison in Malaga was no ex-
ception. The women were served 
hard ‘almortas’ (seeds from a mem-
ber of the pea family which was 
banned for human consumption in 
1967 because of their high toxicity) 
and vegetables which had been nei-
ther washed nor peeled. Suffering 
from ulcers and stomach pains, the 
women protested: they organised a 
hunger strike and succeeded in get-
ting the potatoes and some other 
vegetables washed. Another protest 
obtained them a second shower, al-
though there was never hot water.  

“Life there was horrible. There 
were only eight women when I ar-
rived, but it quickly filled up. The 
food, the guards, the deaths of other 
prisoners, the interrogations, the 
punishment cells...there are so many 
things to be told,” said Luisa, one of 
the witnesses quoted in the book 
written by Barranquero, Eiroa and 
Navarro after talking to several of 

What life was like in Franco’s 
women’s prison in Malaga

Thousands of women were sent to Caserón de la Goleta, which is now the Local 
Police headquarters, where the living conditions were “infrahuman”. In many 
cases there was no record of the crime they were supposed to have committed

ALBERTO  
GÓMEZ

 agalmendres@diariosur.es

PPrison life. The building’s large courtyard, as well as the chapel, became the axis of prison life for the women. :: SUR
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these women.  
“We were amazed by these inter-

views, so surprised at the women’s  
strength. They had the conviction 
that they had done nothing wrong, 
only fight for freedom and social 
equality,” says Eiroa. 

Political affiliation 
About 38 per cent of the prisoners 
had told the authorities they were 
married, 18 per cent  widowed and 
more than 17 per cent single. The 
marital status of the remainder is un-
known. This lack of information, say 
the researchers, could be because 
many women wanted to keep quiet 
about their relationships, maybe be-
cause they weren’t married to their 
partners or because of their political 
affiliation. Most of the women in the 
jail in Malaga were aged between 21 
and 40, although the repression ex-
tended to all age groups ranging from 
between 13 and 85.  

More than 60 per cent of the pris-
oners were from elsewhere in the 
province. The rest lived in Malaga 
city or had been sent to the prison 
from other provinces. The few 
women who could read and write 
used to teach the others, although 
those classes were not part of the of-
ficial work schedule at the prison. 
That included tasks “suitable for their 
sex”, such as sewing.  

From 1940 the number of women 
sent to the jail for supposed crimes 
of rebellion dropped, and the num-
ber for “transgression of the socio-
economic order” increased. In a city 
ravaged by hunger and typhus, the 
ruses used to obtain food became 
one of the most common reasons 
for arrest, although in many cases 
there was no record of the reason 
the women were imprisoned. Once 
inside, they would try to overcome 
their hunger by eating pieces of dry 
orange peel as if they were sweets. 
Today, the building still has the large 
courtyard which, together with the 
chapel, became the focus of prison 
life.  

To obtain a reduced sentence the 
women had to show repentence and 
convert to catholicism. In 1944, the 

Jesús El Rico procession in the Malaga  
Easter processions freed 19 women 
as well as the usual male prisoner, 
although in fact most of them had 
already been granted their release .  

“They chose the women who 
looked in the best condition”, says 
Barranquero. “It was a way of white-
washing over what was happening. 
When the prisoners needed certifi-
cates of conduct, it was the priests 
who decided whether their behav-

iour in the jails had been good 
enough or not”.  

At the ceremony before the El 
Rico procession, the then director 
of Ecclesiastical Affairs, Mariano 
Puigdoller, gave a short speech: “You 
must be eternally grateful to the 
Caudillo,” he told the women. “Pray 
to God that he is with us for many 
years to come”.  

The narrow cells, the uncomfort-
able beds and the incidence of ill-

nesses and epidemics complicated 
the situation even more. “The mor-
tality rate was high. Women died 
from TB or typhus. Their time in 
prison was also characterised by lit-
tle chance of visits, despair and psy-
chological and physical collapse” says 
Barranquero.  

The children stayed with their 
mothers, if there were no other rela-
tives to look after them, until they 
were three or six years old, in accor-

dance with the law at the time. Af-
ter that they were sent to state and 
religious institutions. The presence 
of the children in the jails is not re-
corded in the files, something which 
complicated subsequent research, 
although witnesses say that most of 
them were adopted or sent to became 
seminarians, with the aim of wiping 
out any relationship with the past.  

Concepción Gallardo was one of 
the women freed by El Rico, al-
though in fact she had already been 
given her release letter and had to 
wait until the procession was held 
before she could leave the jail. Her 

son, José Sánchez, 
president of the As-
sociation against Si-
lence and Oblivion, 
says that on the rare 
occasions that his 
mother received a  
visit from a relative, 
she would give 
them some of their  
clothes and ask 
them to disinfect 
them.  

Before being 
transferred to 
Malaga, Concepción 
had been arrested in 
Loja, imprisoned in 
Granada and then 
moved to Gerona. A 
nun had told her 
that a couple 
wanted to take her 
daughter, who was 
only a few months 
old, so she had given 
her to her mother-
in-law. In her file, 

she is described as a “person of ex-
tremely bad conduct and an active 
communist”.  

Even when freed, life wasn’t 
much easier. The stigma of having 
been imprisoned stayed with most 
of these women all their lives, and 
they usually had to try to feed their 
families while earning miserable 
salaries. Only after Franco died, once 
the regressive storm had passed, did 
some of these women receive any 
recognition. In ‘Desde la noche y la 
niebla’, communist leader Juana 
Doña, who was given a death sen-
tence in 1947, criticised the fact that  
“barely a few lines have been dedi-
cated to women in the river of books 
written about the Civil War”.  

In ‘En el infierno’, politician and 
author Lidia Falcón also paid trib-
ute to women and criticised the fact 
that so many authors gave a purely 
masculine slant to their writings.  

The women’s prison La Goleta 
closed its doors in 1954, when the 
prisoners were moved to the pro-
vincial jail on the Cártama road. The 
building became the Penitentiary 
Geriatric Institution and, years later,  
the headquarters of the Malaga Lo-
cal Police. That particular hell had 
come to an end. 

S Children. Con-
cepción Gallardo, one 
of the prisoners, with 
her daughter. Children 
were often imprisoned 
with their mothers :: 
SUR

X Friendship. The 
prisoners who could 
read and write used to 
teach the others, al-
though it wasn’t part 
of their prison duties. 
:: SUR

They were fed hard 
beans and unwashed, 
unpeeled vegetables 
which resulted in 
ulcers, illnesses and a 
hunger strike. 

“Life there was horrible; 
people died, there were 
interrogations, 
punishment cells...”

 Tribute. In 2014, 
the old provincial 
prison in Malaga was  
classified as a “Civil 
War Commemoration 
Site”. :: SUR
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A fundraising cycle ride 
and a food parcel 
collection are among the 
initiatives with which the 
Costa’s young and old help 
less fortunate families  

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

La Cala de Mijas Lions 

Treetops Christmas party 
The La Cala de Mijas Lions raised 
over 1,800 euros at their annual 
Christmas party held recently at 
the Treetops restaurant in El 
Chaparral Golf. Last year the club 
donated over 74,000 euros to 
different charities. The Lions 
charity shop is open Monday to 
Saturday from 10am to 2pm and 
sells clothes, toys, bric-a-brac, 
books and other items. The branch 
is always looking for volunteers, 
so anyone with some spare time 
will be welcomed. Also any 
donations for the shop would be 
gratefully received. Call in at Calle 
Torremolinos, 12, in La Cala de 
Mijas, or telephone 637185533.  

Royal British Legion Coín 

Poppy appeal cycle ride 
A sponsored cycle ride by Coín RBL 
member Ray Bower and his friend 
John Staton raised 2,150 euros for 
the Royal British Legion 2018 Poppy 
Appeal recently. This brought the 
year-end total for 2018 to 13,747 
euros. Poppy Appeal Organiser 
George Chaney and his wife Marion 
thanked Ray and John as well as all 
the members and friends of the Coín 
branch for their help and support 
throughout the year.  

Iceland supermarket 

Chocolates for food parcels  
The Iceland supermarket in Parque 
Miramar, Mijas, collected a large 
number of boxes of chocolate and 
biscuits, which will be included in 
the food parcels put together by the 
NGO Soroptimist International 
Costa del Sol. The food boxes will 
then be distributed by the Red Cross 
to around 200 families in need in 
the town. The Mijas Foreigners De-
partment at Mijas Town Hall 
thanked the customers, the man-
ager and staff at the supermarket 
for their generosity.  

British 
International School  Marbella 
Sing-a-Thon  
A special learning festival at the Brit-
ish International School of Mar-
bella has raised 209 euros for the 
charity Hogar Betania. 

Families, staff and pupils took 
part in the Eradication of World 
Poverty Festival that raised funds 
through a variety of events includ-
ing a ‘Sing-a-Thon’. 

The money is being donated to 
the charity Hogar Betania, a hos-
tel run by volunteers that cares for 
homeless people in La Línea. 

Mrs Rutherford, PSHE Coordi-
nator, who helped organise the 
event, said: “Thank you all for your 
help and support at this event, we 
really appreciate it.” For more in-
formation visit bsm.org.es 

Knights of the Holy Sepulchre 

Knights and Dames  
Chevalier Joe Tiernan KCHS and 
Kathy, natives of Ireland and resi-
dents of Marbella for many years, 
represented the Knights of the 
Holy Sepulchre of Ireland at an in-
vestiture in Madrid recently where 
14 Spanish men became Knights 
and four Spanish ladies became 
Dames of the Holy Sepulchre. Car-
dinal Edwin O’Brien, Grand Mas-
ter of the order, presided over the 
two-day ceremony. 

A variety of ways to 
help the community

SOCIETY SCENE

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

Ray and John raised money for the Poppy 
Appeal with a sponsored cycle ride. :: SUR

Children at BSM took part in a festival to help eradicate world poverty. :: SUR

Iceland staff with Anette Skou of Mijas Foreign Residents 
Department with the boxes of biscuits. :: SUR

LEGAL ADVICE

REF. S. S. E. 

Before I got married, I bought 
a flat which I have rented out 
the last two years. However, I 
am getting divorced and since 
my wife will probably be 
given the use of the family 
home to live with our two 
children, I will need a flat to 
live in. Obviously, I have 
thought about the flat I 
already have, but since it is 

rented, I do not know how to 
proceed. We renewed the 
contract four months ago, for 
another year, which would 
end in July of next year. Am I 
obliged to fulfil the contract 
until July, even though I need 
the flat for personal use? 

The urban leasing law allows 
repossession of the apartment 
when it is needed for personal 
use, without having to com-
ply with the agreed terms of 
the contract. All you have to 
do is give the tenant two 
months’ notice, indicating 
that the contract has to be 
cancelled and that he must 
leave the flat because you 
need it for your own use. A 
different matter would be if, 
once the tenant has gone, you 
decide to sell the property. In 
that case, the tenant could de-
mand compensation from 
you, or even return to live in 
the rented property. However, 
this is not the case, so you do 
not need to wait until July to 
occupy your home. 

REF. R. P. Y. 

Our son has recently divorced 
and although we are not too far 
away, our ex daughter-in-law 
does not allow us to see our 
rom our grandchildren. When 
our son has them he brings 
them to our home without her 
knowing. Is there a visiting 
schedule for grandparents in 
Spain? And how often is it? At 
the moment we rely on our 
son to see our grandchildren. 

The law states that personal 
relations between the chil-
dren and other relatives can-
not be prevented without a 
fair cause as minors have the 
right to develop in a complete 
family environment. Judges 
favour the visits to grandchil-
dren requested by the grand-
parents, although, as there is 
no pre-determined regime of 
visits, it will be each judge 
who determines the regime of 
visits taking into account 
each case and the circum-
stances.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

Kathy, Cardinal Edwin O’Brien and Chevalier Joe Tiernan. :: SUR
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Over 95 per cent of the 
EVOO produced in 
Antequera is exported to 
Asia to satisfy the 
demand by Chinese 
consumers  

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

ANTEQUERA. The Denominación 
de Origen Protegido (DOP) An-
tequera protects the extra virgin ol-
ive oil produced in the north of the 
province. It is the only EVOO (Ex-
tra Virgin Olive Oil) with a DOP seal 
in the province, but it is practically 
unknown by the locals. Antequera’s 
oil is well appreciated, however,  by 
consumers in China where over 95 
per cent of the annual production 
is sent, according to Victoria Ol-
medo, secretary general for the 
Regulatory Board of the DOP An-
tequera.  

Under the protection of this board 
are EVOOs from Cañete La Real, Al-
margen, Teba, Campillos, Sierra 
Yeguas, Fuente Piedra, Antequera, 
Humilladero, Mollina, Alameda, 
Palenciana (Cordoba), Cuevas Ba-
jas, Cuevas de San Marcos, Vil-
lanueva de Algaidas, Villanueva del 

Trabuco, Archidona, Villanueva del 
Rosario and Villanueva de Tapia.  

Last year (the 2017-2018 cam-
paign),  634,700 kilogrammes with 
the DOP label were produced for 
commercial markets. This year the 
total is expected to reach 700,000 
kilogrammes.  

Extra virgin olive oil DOP An-
tequera is produced mainly from 
Hojiblanca olives with other varie-
ties including Picual or Marteño, 
Arbequina, Picudo, Lechín de Sevilla 
or Zozaleño, Gordal de Archidona, 
Verdial de Vélez-Málaga and Verdial 
de Huévar.  

To be classified as DOP Antequera 
the olives have to be healthy and re-
cently picked and the resulting oil 
should have a range of fruity aro-
mas (besides that of green olives) 
such as almond, banana and green 
herbs. The intensity of the aromas 
varies between medium and high.  

It should feel light in the mouth 
with bitter and spicy notes of low 
to medium intensity and which co-
exist, in perfect harmony, with 
slightly  sweet flavours. The colour 
can vary, depending on when and 
where the olives were picked, from 
golden to greeny-yellow.

Most of Antequera’s extra virgin olive oil is 
sent to China and the rest to Northern Europe

DOP Antequera Extra Virgen Olive Oil before bottling. :: SUR

Harvesting the olives in Antequera. :: SUR
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W
inemaking in 
Spain is generally 
rather conserva-
tive, so when 

someone breaks out of the con-
ventional mould and heads in a 
different direction, they are usu-
ally referred to as loco.  

Even something that could be 
considered a natural evolution-
ary process, such as adopting an 
unconventional label, is often 
frowned on.  

At the end of the day it all 
comes down to resentment – 
envy by those who are nervous 
about appearing to not accept the 
pattern for such matters. 

God’s grape  
The choice of grape variety can 
gives rise to perceptions of being 

different for the sake of it. This is 
not the case as far as the Ortega 
brothers are concerned. 

It is said the Tempranillo grape 
(Spain’s most widespread) was 
made by God and Pinot Noir by 
the devil, encapsulating how the 
variety is delicate and requires 
more pampering than, say, Tem-
pranillo or Palomino. So the idea 
of cultivating it at a thousand me-

tres in the extreme weather con-
ditions that characterise the 
Duero region, was risky.  

But it worked, and from a pro-
ject that commenced in 1985, 
the Alta Pavina bodega has justi-
fiably carved out a niche for it-
self. It takes a lot of guts, or fool-
ishness, to plant a grape variety 
in a region where it has never 
prospered before.  

In the 14th century, the Dukes 
of Burgundy prohibited the cul-
tivation of any grape variety in 
their region other than the Pinot 
Noir and, without of course any 
scientific evidence, the decision 
was more luck than good judge-
ment. Something that is not so 
rare.  

When Ronda bodega Los Agui-
lares took the same risk a decade 

ago, the result was equally unex-
pected: the top international 
award three years running in 
blind tastings against 2,000 
other wines made with the Pinot 
Noir grape from all over the 
world. 

Frankly the most commend-
able element of these excellent 
wines is their value-for-money 
rating. Although there are sev-
eral non-Pinot Noir blends in the 
selection, such as the superb 
Pavina White (Verdejo: seven 
euros), Pavina Red (25% Pinot 
Noir: ten euros), Pago La Pavina 
2012 (30% Pinot Noir: nine 
euros) it is the outstanding Alta 
Pavina Citius 2009 (100% Pinot 
Noir) that really demonstrates 
the wine-maker’s skills. (Birdie 
Wines).

ANDREW J. LINN 

LOS                        

LOCOS                                                                                  

Pavina Verdejo 

There is not much that can be said 
about most white wines made 
from the ubiquitous Verdejo 
grape variety. Cheap and cheerful 
would be a little harsh, but it 
really is necessary from time to 
time to make the effort to find 
one that stands out from the 
crowd. This one, 
from the Alta Pav-
ina winery, is very 
definitely out of 
the top drawer in 
this respect. 
Around seven 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK
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For the first time in Spain, BBVA enables 
its clients to add financial products they 
have with other banks to their mobile bank-
ing app. 
This innovative function means that, as it 
can take all the clients’ products into ac-
count, the app can create an accurate fi-
nancial health ‘x-ray’ and allow them to 
make better decisions on their spending or 
investments. 

BBVA has, with this function, extended 
the service it has been offering its clients 
since February, when it opened the app up 
to the possibility of including accounts and 
cards held with other banks. Now, invest-
ment funds, pension plans, deposits, stock, 
mortgage and consumer products can also 
be added. 

For the time being the system allows for 
balance and operation consultations on all 
the products within the app. In 2019, how-
ever, changes to regulations will create a 
suitable framework to allow for the possi-
bility of using the BBVA app for operations 
between the different products. 

Next year BBVA clients will also be able 
to select and configure the app to allow 
them to only view the products they want 
to and to allow them to check on expected 
movements for the products they have with 
other banks. 

This will mean they will have a monthly 
forecast of set expenses and will be able to 
compare with the spending profiles of other 
people in similar situations (same age, sex, 
salary bracket and post code) to enable 
them to improve how they manage their 
finances. 

All that clients need to do to add this new 
function is enter the app and, from the 
global position, click on the ‘your other 
banks’ option. Once they have done this, 
and following access verification for their 

other banks, the products will be automati-
cally loaded onto the app and integrated 
in Bconomy. 

BCONOMY, THE TOOL THAT LOOKS AFTER 
YOUR FINANCIAL HEALTH  
Bconomy is BBVA’s financial manage-
ment app that enables users to analyse 
their income and spending and discover 
the state of their financial health. 

The expenditure control function will 
carry out a study evaluating net assets, in-
come, spending and any outstanding debts 
the user has. With all these parameters, 
it is capable of providing an economical 
photograph to help identify the current 
financial status, that is what the user’s real 
capital is and how far they can go. It isn’t 
a solvency analysis to allow banks to evalu-
ate your financial situation, but it is an ex-
cellent self-awareness tool. 

With the addition of the Aggregator, 
this tool takes into account all the client’s 
products, allowing it to take an ‘x-ray’ of 
their financial health that accurately re-
flects their current situation and allows 
them to make better decisions regarding 
their spending or investments.

ALL YOUR ACCOUNTS            
JUST A CLICK AWAY WITH                 
THE BBVA APP
With the new Bconomy Financial Aggregator clients can keep track of their finances by 
comfortably accessing information on all their accounts via their mobile banking app

Horizonte          

This innovative function 
allows clients to take an 
‘x-ray’ of their current 
situation and financial 
health through the app

The BBVA app can be downloaded for both Android and iPhone..:: BBVA

To make use of this new 
function, all clients have 
to do is enter the app and 
click on the ‘your other 
banks’ option

How does BBVA’s Aggregator contrib-
ute to improving its clients’ financial 
health? 
This tool measures the evolution of a 
client’s income and spending, amount 
of savings, the money they spend on 
their home or their level of debt to help 
them understand their financial health, 
presenting personalised improvement 
plans to allow them better it. The cli-
ents greatly appreciate the ability to 
access all their financial information 
via a single tool which provides them 
with better control over their spend-
ing. 
Is it safe to have all our financial in-
formation in just one App? 
It’s a completely safe process as all 
information from other banks is 
treated with the same levels of secu-
rity as that of BBVA. 
What other functions does Bcon-
omy have? 
It allows, among other things, for a 
sociodemographic comparison. This 
means clients can find out whether 
they’re spending more than other 
people in similar situations or with 
similar profiles. 
Which new functions are you work-
ing on at the moment? 
As well as allowing users to operate 
with products from other banks via 
the BBVA app, within the PSD2 frame-
work, there will also be ‘Expected 
Movements’ which will allow clients 
to prepare for possible unforeseen 

“BCONOMY COMPARES 
THE FINANCIAL 
SITUATION OF THE 
CLIENTS AND OTHERS 
WITH SIMILAR 
PROFILES” 

Manuel Moure, director of Digital 
Products at BBVA Spain.:: BBVA
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C
hristmas in Andalucía has a very tradi-
tional flavour, not only in the sense that 
there are living nativities and other deep-
rooted customs, but also for the traditional 

cakes and sweets which are made at this time of year 
in every one of the provinces in the region. From 
small bakeries to large firms, they are all busy pro-
ducing large quantities of typically Christmassy 
treats at the moment.  

It would be no exaggeration to say that many vil-
lages and towns in Andalucía literally smell of 
Christmas at this time of year, especially Estepa, a 
town in Seville province, which is considered by 
many to be the ‘home of the mantecado’.  

History and legend say that the type of small cake 
known as ‘mantecado’ originated in the 16th cen-
tury. It appears that there was a glut of both cereal 
crops and pork fat one year, and the result was this 
recipe which has become very famous. However, 
there is still some debate about whether it originated 
in Estepa or in the town of Antequera, in Malaga 
province.  

There is a huge variety of festive treats available: 
look out for alfajores, roscos de vino, mantecados, 
polvorones, pastorcitas and hojaldres, some cove-
red in chocolate, some with pine nuts or coconut; 
they can be found in shops and factories all over 
the region, but especially in Estepa.  

Apart from its cakes and sweets, Estepa is well 
worth a visit because it has many interesting build-
ings including the Torre de la Victoria tower, the 
marble façade of the Iglesia del Carmen church, the 
Marqués de Cerverales palace and the area around 

Andalusian Christmas treats 
Estepa, Antequera and Rute are some of the 
towns which are historically linked with artisan 
production of these popular festive products 

A view of Estepa, a town which is famous for its ‘mantecados’. :: J.A.

Bakeries and 
even convents in 
the region are 
busy making 
traditional 
Christmas treats 

including mantecados, 
polvorones, and turrón at this 
time of year. 

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES

A tempting route 
of traditional 
sweets in all eight 
provinces

Where to buy them 
La Colchona. Considered 

the oldest mantecado fac-

tory in Estepa. 

Calle Sta. Ana, 28, 41560 

Estepa (Sevilla). 

 
La Perla. Traditional 

bakery in the historic cen-

tre of Antequera. 

 Calle Mesones, 26, 29200 

Antequera (Málaga). 

 
Galleros. Family firm 

which makes traditional 

sweets. Calle Lucena, km. 

19, 14960 Rute (Córdoba).

ORIGIN. Anteque-

ra and Estepa 

both claim to 

have invented 

the mantecado

ELSEWHERE. 

Alcaudete (Jaén) 

and Rute (Cordo-

ba) are also well-

known for their 

Christmas sweets

WHEN. The month 

of December.

CONVENTS. Nuns 

in many convents 

in Andalucía make 

this type of con-

fectionery. 

Seville

Malaga

Cordoba

Huelva

Cadiz

Estepa

Jaén

Almeria

Granada

Antequera

AlcaudeteRute

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA
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the castle, where you can go 
up to the top of the tower 
and see some of the best 
views of inland Andalucía.  

The town of Antequera 
also claims to be the home 
of the ‘mantecado’, which 
is the Christmas treat par 
excellence, and although it 
is in Malaga province, it is 
relatively close to Estepa if 
you take the A-92 motor-
way (about 45 minutes).  
At this time of year several  
businesses in Antequera 
produce mantecados and 
other types of Christmas 
confectionery.  

In Cordoba province, the 
village of Rute also has a 
tradition of making mante-
cados and polvorones, and 
it is also known for produ-
cing the famous aniseed 
drink ‘anís’, which is a fa-
vourite to accompany the-
se Christmas sweets. 

This village in the 
Subbética region is also 
home to two very unusual 
museums, the Turrón and 
Chocolate Nativity mu-
seums, both of them an 
initiative by the Galleros 
Artesanos company, which 
is very well-known for the 
many artisan treats it pro-
duces at this time of year.  

The Christmas confec-
tionery made in the village 
of Alcaudete, in Jaén pro-
vince, is also renowned. 
Some companies have 

been making mantecados 
and ‘hojaldrinas’ pastries 
for many years, among a 
wide range of other festive 
sweets.  

Nor should it be forgo-
tten that in Andalucía the-
re are also numerous clo-
sed orders of nuns, who 
make delicious cakes and 
sweets in their convents 
all year round, but with 
some special versions at 

Christmas.  
These can be found in 

Antequera, Archidona and 
Ronda, in Malaga; Alcalá de 
Guadaíra, Constantina, 
Carmona and Bormujos, in 
Seville; Jerez de la Fronte-
ra, Puerto de Santa María 
and Sanlúcar de Barrame-
da, in Cadiz; Martos, Lina-
res, Úbeda and Baeza, in 
Jaén; Baza and Guadix, in 
Granada; Montilla, Belálca-

zar and Villaviciosa, in 
Cordoba; and Aracena, in 
Huelva province, among 
others. 

The Christmas treats 
made by the nuns in the 
convents are truly deli-
cious, and this is also an 
excellent opportunity to 
sample and buy marzipans, 
‘piñonates’, ‘almendras ga-
rrapiñadas’ and ‘marque-
sas’, among others. It is 

also a good way ensuring 
that an unusual tradition 
lives on.  

As well as from the con-
vents mentioned here, and 
others all around Andalu-
cía, these cakes can also be 
purchased from stalls at 
some Christmas fairs, 
nearby shops etc.  

At this time of year in 
Andalucía you can also 
find bakeries which make 

a variety of festive treats, 
in addition to the traditio-
nal mantecados and polvo-
rones. Keep an eye open 
for ‘pestiños’, made with 
flour, wine, spices and ho-
ney, which are especially 
delicious when accompa-
nied by a small glass of 
anís; or the ‘pan de Cadiz’, 
toasted marzipan with 
fruits and coconut, among 
others. 

Christmas sweets from the Belén convent in Antequera. :: SURThe chocolate nativity scene in Rute. :: SUR



December 14th to 20th 2018 
SUR IN ENGLISH42

Through a sea of 
olive trees and 
rugged mountains

QUICK GUIDE 

The places 
Villanueva del Rosario. 

The end of stage 11 and 

starting point of stage 12. 

At the foot of the Sierra de 

Camarolos. 

 
Villanueva del Trabuco. 

Stage 12 passes through 

its terrain.  

At the foot of the Sierra 

Gorda and the Sierra San 

Jorge. 

 
Archidona. End of stage 

12 and start of stage 13.  

Principal town of the Sierra 

Norte de Málaga. 

 
Villanueva de Tapia.  End 

of stage 13 and start of 

stage 14. 

At the foot of the Sierra  

del Pedroso. 

 
Villanueva de Algaidas. 

End of stage 14 and start 

of stage 15. 

At the foot of Sierra de Arcas 

and Sierra del Pedroso. 

 
Cuevas de San Marcos. 

The optional diversion at 

stage 14 passes through 

here.  

At the foot of the Sierra del 

Camorrio and beside the 

Genil river.  

 
Cuevas Bajas. End of sta-

ge 15 (and the diversion) 

and start of stage 16.  

On the banks of the Genil. 

 

The region 
Section of the Great Trail. 

More than 100 kilometres 

long, divided into seven 

different stages (including 

the diversions).

The Gran Senda of Malaga runs 
through a large part of the 
region known as the Sierra 
Norte in the northeast of the 
province, known for its scenery, 
agriculture and woodland

T
he stretch of the 
Gran Senda (Great 
Trail) of Malaga 
which passes 

through the Sierra Norte 
region, in the north-east of 
the province, is more than 
100 kilometres in length.  

It is divided into six 
stages, and they take you 
through rugged terrain and 
a sea of olive trees. There is 
also an optional diversion, 
which introduces walkers 
or cyclists to some lovely 
local beauty spots. This is 
part of the attraction of 
the Great Trail of Malaga: 
it is an opportunity to see 
some of the most unique 
enclaves in Andalucía.  

 From the foothills of 
the Sierra de Camarolos on 
the edge of the region 
known as Alta Axarquía, to 
the banks of the Genil 
river, which marks the 
frontier with Granada 
province, the Sierra Norte 
de Malaga is home to vast 
expanses of olive trees, al-
though in fact these only 
form part of the varied 
scenery. In this north-east-
ern region of the province 
there are rocky limestone 
outcrops, streams, and 
woods of pine and oak 
trees which are ideal for 
activities in the great out-
doors, such as the rope 







Where to eat 
Arxiduna. In this charming 

restaurant in the Plaza Ocha-

vada, chef Rubén Antón has 

been breaking with conven-

tion and offering creative 

cuisine with an excellent 

quality-price ratio for years. 

As well as the ‘porra archido-

nesa’, there are dishes com-

bining the most Mediterra-

nean gastronomy and the 

most exotic cuisine. 

An added attrac-

tion is the chance 

to eat on the 

terrace or dining 

rooms, which 

were once a cave 

church. 

Plaza Ochavada, 7, 

29300 Archidona. Tel. 951 

835 207. 

Where to stay 
Molino Jabonero. Relaxa-

tion is guaranateed in a 

farmhouse with more than 

100 years of history, espe-

cially when it stands in an 

area of abundant olive trees 

with the sound of a murmu-

ring stream. This is the 

Molino Jabonero estate, 

situated near the natural 

monument of the Fuente de 

los Cien Caños fountain. 

 Carretera Málaga-Granada, 

Km 4, 29313 Villanueva del 

Trabuco. Tel. 652 232 269. 

www.molinojabonero.com

South. Villanueva 

del Rosario and del 

Trabuco are in the 

most southerly 

part of the region.

CAPITAL. Archido-

na is the main 

town in the north-

eastern region of 

Malaga province.

GENIL. Cuevas de 

San Marcos and 

Cuevas Bajas are 

beside the main 

tributary of the 

Guadalquivir.

TRANSITION. 

Villanueva de 

Algaidas and de 

Tapia are between  

Archidona and the 

Genil river.

LOCATION. This 

region is in the 

north-east of 

Malaga province.

AROUND MALAGA

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES
AV

ALM
JA
A
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Panoramic view of the historical town of Archidona, the capital of this region. :: J.A.

bridge adventure park in 
Villanueva del Trabuco, 
the via ferrata (climbing 
path) in Villanueva del Ro-
sario and Archidona, raft-
ing in Cuevas Bajas and 
Cuevas de San Marcos, 
hiking and mountain bik-
ing along country paths, 
such as those which make 
up the different stages of 
the Great Trail.  

This trail enters the Si-
erra Norte de Malaga via 
the Alta Axarquía during 
stage 11, which runs from 
Alfarnate to Villanueva del 
Rosario across the Arco 
Calizo Central.  

After crossing the Sierra 
de Camarolos, the track 
descends through Hondon-
ero to Villanueva del Rosa-
rio, a charming village 
which used to be called La 
Sauceda. Before reaching 
it, you can see the spec-
tacular source of the Ar-
royo Cerezo stream, very 
close to the village.  

The next stage begins at  
Villanueva del Rosario, 
heading towards Archi-
dona and passing through 
part of the municipality of 
neighbouring Villanueva 
del Trabuco en route.  

This twelfth stage of the 
Great Trail of Malaga also 
passes one of the most re-
markable beauty spots in 

this region, the Hoz del Ar-
royo Marín, where as well 
as a spectacular gorge 
there is a wide variety of 
flora and fauna and Medi-
terranean woodland.  

The trail then takes you 
into the historic town of 
Archidona, which is fa-
mous for its octagonal 
main square, Moorish cas-
tle and the nearby Virgen 
de Gracia hill.  

This is the largest town in 
the area, and it marks the 
start of the 13th stage, which 
leads to Villanueva de Tapia, 
once known as ‘El Entredi-
cho’ because of the many dis-
putes which arose over its 
fertile land.  

From there, the Great 
Trail of Malaga offers a cou-
ple of options, both ending 
at Cuevas Bajas. One goes di-
rectly to Villanueva de Algai-
das and then on to Cuevas 
Bajas, while the other, which 
is longer, passes through 
Cuevas de San Marcos. 

In fact, the Sierra Norte 
de Malaga is the only re-
gion in which the Great 
Trail covers all the towns 
and villages in some way, 
although it only passes 
through one part of the 
territory which belongs to 
Villanueva del Trabuco.  

The first of these op-
tions, the more direct way 

MORE PLACES FOR AN ESCAPE

The Alto  
Hondonero 
viewing point 

Villanueva del Rosario 
At the foot of the Arco  

Calizo Central.  

The first of the stages in 
the Sierra Norte of Mala-
ga, after La Axarquía, pas-
ses beside one of the most 
interesting natural balco-
nies on this long circular 
trail around Malaga pro-
vince: the Mirador del 
Alto Hondonero viewing 
point.  

It is on the road which 
runs between the Arco Ca-
lizo Central and the village 
of Villanueva del Rosario, 
and has beautiful panora-
mic views over this moun-
tainous area of Malaga.  

One of the classic routes 
up to the peak of El Chami-
zo, which is the highest 
peak in the Sierra Norte at 
1600 metres above sea le-
vel,also passes through 
here.  

As well as the viewing 
point, you can see the place 
known today as the ‘De-
rrumbadero’, which is so-
called because of a sig-
nifciant rockfall.  
Halfway along stage 12.

La Hoz del 
Arroyo Marín 

Archidona 
Situated in the south of the 

municipality.  

Before reaching the histo-
rical town of Archidona, 
stage 12 passes through 
one of the most stunning 
areas of this region, the 
Hoz del Arroyo Marín. 

 This is a small valley 
situated to the south of 
the town of Archidona. 
Here, by following a 
peaceful walking route, 
you can see the wide vari-
ety of native flora of this 
area.  

The path runs parallel to 
the small stream called the 
Arroyo Marín, one of the 
tributaries which runs into 
the Guadalhorce river. The 

first part is like an open 
meadow, but later it gra-
dually narrows and beco-
mes a gorge, or ‘hoz’.  

Beside the stream there 
are different types of po-
plar, elms and a few bram-
ble bushes, but around this 
area it is the olives which 
predominate, together 
with oak trees and fields in 
which vegetables are 
grown, belonging to nearby 
farms.   
On the bank of the Arroyo 

Marín stream.

Historical 
buildings 

Villanueva de Algaidas 
Very close to the village.  

Beside the small road 
which links this village 
with La Atalaya district 
and Cuevas Bajas, stands 
one of the most impor-
tant hermitage churches 
in Andalucía.  

It is an old cave church 
of Mozarabic origin, and 
it was built between the 
9th and 10th centuries. 
The remains are formed 
by two separate caves.  

Beside the church are 
the remains of an old 
Franciscan convent, 
which was founded by 
the first Duke of Osuna 

in 1566.  
More than one impor-

tant walking route passes 
through here, including 
the Great Trail of Malaga 
and the Mozarabic Way.  

Not far from this site, 
you can also see the me-
dieval bridge over the 
Arroyo Bebedero stream. 

  
Beside the MA-203.

of doing stage 14, takes 
you to the homeland of 
sculptor Miguel Ortiz Ber-
rocal and some of his 
works can be seen in dif-
ferent parts of Villanueva 
de Algaidas.  

Before that, though, the 
walkers pass through one 
of the most valuable his-
toric complexes in the re-
gion, with the remains of 
an ancient cave church and 
a Franciscan convent, just 
outside the village. Close 
by, there is also a well-pre-
served medieval bridge.  

Those who decide to go 
via Cuevas de San Marcos 
will not only walk along 
the bank of the Genil river 
but also through the Sierra 
del Camorro. Part of this 
enclave is protected as a 
natural monument because 
of its vertiginous fault. 
There are also two valuable 
historic remains, the walls 
of an ancient medina and 
the Belda Cave.  

Everyone who walks the 
Great Trail of Malaga 
through the Sierra Norte 
will eventually come to 
Cuevas Bajas where, as 
well as the Genil river, it is 
worth exploring the his-
toric centre of the village, 
because there are some in-
teresting examples of ar-
chitectural styles. 

Sierra del 
Camorro 

Cuevas de San Marcos 
Beside the Genil river.  

The diversion from sta-
ge 14 of the Great Trail 
of Malaga passes beside 
the village of Cuevas de 
San Marcos, which is 
where the Sierra del Ca-
morro Fault is situated. 
This is a limestone rock 
formation which has 
been classified as a na-
tural monument of An-
dalucía because of its 
geological value.  

This karst rock rises 
more than 900 metres 
above sea level, amid a 
sea of olive trees. Its 
spectacular vertical 
walls date back to the 
Jurassic period.  

In the same area you 
will also find the Belda 
Cave, one of the most 
interesting in Spain; 
however it is closed to 
the public at present be-
cause of the presence of 
a large protected colony 
of bats.  

This area, the valua-
ble site of Medina Belda, 
is also home to the in-
formation centre called 
‘Senda de los Milenios’, 
which is situated at the 
foot of the aforementio-
ned Sierra del Camorro 
Fault and very close to 
the Iznájar reservoir.  

This information cen-
tre only opens by prior 
request, and reserva-
tions can be made by 
sending an email in ad-
vance to: culturayturis-
mo@cuevasdesanmar-
cos.es 
Between Cuevas de San Mar-

cos and the Iznájar reservoir.
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EXHIBITIONS 

One Day Art Gallery 
Marbella. 14 December, 7pm. Be-
saya Beach, Urb. Coral Beach.   
A ‘One Day Art Gallery’  with 
Austrian arist and filmmaker Dana 
Nowak. 

Marbella Design Academy 
Winter Expo 
Monda. 14 December, Marbella 
Design Academy.  
The event is a collective exposition 
of work by the Graphic Design, 
Interior and Fashion students, 
which will include a fashion show, 
and the graduation party.  
https://www.facebook.com/event
s/306880500155836/ 

Eduardo Balanza 
 Marbella. Until 30 December. Gal-
ería Yusto/Giner, C/Madera. 
An exhibition by artist Eduardo 
Balanza entitled Remix. 

Diego Santos 
Malaga. Until 27 December. Igna-
cio del Río studio. C/San Lorenzo.  
Malaga artist Diego Santos is hold-
ing an exhibition of his works all 
with the theme of the female 
form. Opening times are from 
Monday to Friday 5-8pm. Other 

times by appointment (tel: 
667057356). 

Nativity scene 
Malaga. Until 5 January, Sala Min-
gorance, Archivo Municipal, 
Alameda Principal 23.  
A hand-crafted ‘Belén’ has been set 
up in the Sala Mingorance of the 
Archivo Municipal building. It has 
been made by José María Mesa, a 
teacher from the Canary Islands.  

Inflatable art 
Malaga. Until 10 February, 9.30am 
- 8pm. Centre Pompidou. 
An exhibition ‘Constuir el aire. Ar-
quitectura y diseño hinchable, 
1960-1975’ is based on inflatable 
furniture and other objects that 
were designed in the period be-
tween 1960 and 1975.  

Fermy Lozano 
La Cala de Mijas. Until 17 December. 
Centro Cultural La Cala. 
An exhibition of paintings by 
Fermy Lozano. Inauguration takes 
place this evening at 8pm. 

Crib scene 
 Torremolinos. Until 6 January.  
Lower floor of the town hall.  
The town hall Nativity scene is 
open for visitors 9am-1.30pm and 
5.30-7.30pm weekdays and 10am-
2pm, 5.30-7.30pm Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

CHARITY 

Masquerade Ball for Cudeca 
Mijas. 21 December, 7.30pm. Res-
taurante Valparaiso. 30€. 
Entertainment by Simone and Mr 
Maph. Masks on sale or bring your 
own. A full menu with welcome 
drinks and canapes on arrival. 
Reservations: restaurant Valparaíso  
952485996 or call Suzy: 

619444184. 

Light a Light for Cudeca 
Benalmádena. 16 December, from 
6pm. Cudeca Cancer Hospice 
Cudeca’s founder, Joan Hunt OBE, 
will be turning on the lights at this 
annual event. Father Christmas 
will also put in an appearance and 
there will be face-painting, Christ-
mas cake and sweets, singing from 
the Sunny View school choir and a 
raffle. There will also be stalls sell-
ing gifts and Christmas cards. 
www.lightupcudeca.org 

FAMA Christmas Party 
Mijas Costa. 15 December, 7pm. 
Tamisa Golf Hotel, Camino Viejo 
de Coín. 40€. 
Welcome drink and hot mulled 
wine, three-course dinner (vegetar-
ian option), wine and beer until 
11pm. Raising funds for the Foun-
dation for Abandoned and Mis-
treated animals. Bookings: call 
620354885 or email: patriciamary-
coleman@gmail.com 

Charity fun walk 
Estepona. 16 December, from 
10am. Los Reales. 10€. 
An 8km circular walk to include 
Christmas trees in their natural 
habitat, mince pies, mulled wine 
and panoramic views. The funds 
will go to Heart animal rescue in 
Estepona who want to build a 
1,500-metre enclosure for poden-
cos. fundandfund@outlook.com 

Quiz Night for ADANA 
Manilva. 18 December, 8pm. Rose 
and Thistle, Puerto de Duquesa. 
3€.  
Arrive early to get a seat. To book: 
952155850. 

Charity market 
Benajarafe. 20 December, from 
10am until 6pm. Puerto Niza Res-

taurant. 
A market to raise money for the 
construction of a new classroom 
for the GAIA ECO-learning 
community of Torre del Mar. There 
will be a healing area, live music, 
workshops, baby chill-out area and 
activities for everyone. 
www.semillamontealegre.org 

MUSIC & DANCE  

The Wall Bar  
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free. 
115 December. Dana and Gianni. In-
ternational songs, jazz fusion and 
blues. 

Louie Louie Live 
Estepona. Louie Louie Bar.   
14 December, 11pm. Rockinger Z 
and Fiesta Jack Daniels. 5€. 
15 December, midnight. Deltó 
tribute to Extremoduro. 8€ in ad-
vance, 12€ on door.  
20 December, 9pm. Christmas fla-
menco concert with Ana Fargas 
and Paco Javier Jimeno. 15€ 

Carol service  
Alhaurín el Grande. 14 December, 
6pm. Cemetery Chapel.  
Traditional Christmas carols 

organised by the St Andrew’s 
Chaplaincy Costa del Sol East. 

Ecumenical festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols 
 Sotogrande. 14 December, 7.30pm. 
Ntra Sra de la Merced church.  
An ecumenical service of nine les-
sons and carols with the Anglican, 
Catholic and Methodist churches 
and with the Camerata de Música 
Sotogrande choir. 

Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols 
 Malaga. 19 December, 7pm. St 
George’s Anglican Church, Avda de 
Pries, English  Cemetery.  
After the service, minced pies and 
mulled wine will be served and 
there will be a Christmas raffle. 

Christmas Carol service 
 Torre del Mar. 15 December, 6pm. 
San Andrés church.  
Lux Mundi are holding an ecu-
menical Christmas carol service 
with the Spanish Amigos de Lux 
Mundi choir, the German Con Los 
Cantores choir and the TIMS Brit-
ish choir.  

Concierto Noel 
 Malaga 14 December, 8pm. Malaga 
Cathedral chapel. 
The second Concierto Noel will in-
clude compositions by Gounod, 
Ocón and Saint-Säens. The Malaga 
Chamber Orchestra will be con-
ducted by J. Otero.   

Christmas concert 
Malaga. 14 December, 8pm. Sala 
María Cristina.  
Cantatas and Arias for Advent with 
music composed by Bach, Handel 
and Telemann. The Christmas 
reportoire will be played by the 
Malaga Baroque Orchestra with 
soprano Rosa María Caballero 
Blanco as soloist. 

Diego Santos, Malaga.

Inflatable art, Pompidou, Malaga.
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Concerts at the Jorge Rando 
Museum 
Pablo Alcázar. 14 December, 
6.30pm. 
Guitarist and composer Pablo 
Alcázar will be in concert. 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. AAuditorio Edgar Neville   
14 December 8pm. 
Conducted by Manuel Hernández 
Silva, the orchestra will play a va-
riety of overtures and arias by Mo-
zart, Gounod, Weber, Bellini and 
Donizatti during the first half and 
Schumann in the second half 
(Symphony nº2 in C major with 
soloist soprano Alba Chantar.  
Malaga. Museo de la Aduana 
16 December, noon.  
The Sacrum Ministriles and Cap-
illa musical groups formed by 
members of the Malaga Philhar-
monic Orchestra will be in con-
cert.  

Magnum Mysterium 
 Estepona. 15 December, 8pm. 
Auditorio Felipe VI. Free. 
The Municipal Band with the 
Coral Magnum Mysterium choir 
will be playing a varied repertoire 
including overture to The Thiev-
ing Magpie by Rossini.  

Advent Concert 
Mijas. 16 December, 6pm. Mijas 
Pueblo. Free.  
With soprano Sonia García 
Quintero, Mariza Ruppman 
mezzosoprano and David Geary 
on keyboards.  

The best of Keith James 
 Cómpeta. 16 December, 5pm. Gal-
ería Luz de la Vida.10€.  
Singer/songwriter Keith James 
will be in concert. Bookings: 
info@lieuwkeloth.nl 

Casa de la Cultura concerts 
Almuñécar.   
15 December, 7pm. Orquesta de 
Cámara Mediterránea (Mediterra-
nean Chamber Orchestra) play 
traditional Christmas music by 
Handel, Vivaldi, Corelli and Man-
fredini.  
16 December, 6pm. The Great 
Kiev Ballet perform The Nut-
cracker suite’.  

Handel’s Messiah 
Malaga. 17 December, 7.30pm. 
Teatro Cervantes.  
The Capella Amsterdam choir and 
the Eighteenth Century 
Orchestra as well as six other 
choirs from around the province, 
will be performing The Messiah 
by Handel. 

The Nutcracker Suite 
 Nerja. 17 December, 8pm. Centro 
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 25€. 
Le Manager Ballet will be per-
forming the ballet from one of 
Tchaikovsky’s most famous 
works, the Nutcracker Suite, and 
based on the story by E T A Hoff-
man.  

Javier Perianes 
Malaga. 18 December, 8pm. Audi-
torio Museo Picasso.  
Pianist Javier Perianes will be 
playing works by Chopin, 
Debussy and Falla.  

Collegium Musicum 
 Fuengirola. 16 December, 7pm. Ho-
tel IPV Palace and Spa. 10€. 
 Marbella. 18 December, 8.30pm. 
Iglesia de la Encarnación. 
A special Christmas concert by the 
Collegium  Musicum Costa del Sol 
choir and orchestra. At the end, the 
audience are invited to sing along 
to well-known international carols. 
Tickets: Nicholson’s Jewellers, 
from Collegium Musicum and  
from 6pm on the door. Call: 952 
775492 / 686 277 272 or e-mail: 
info@colmus.org. 

Malaga centre concerts 
 Malaga. From 17-28 December. 
Plaza de la Constitución.  
There will be 20 free concerts in 
the Plaza de la Constitución over 
the Christmas period with two 
concerts every day. Besides tradi-
tional flamenco and zambombas, 
there will be jazz, gospel, orches-
tras and choirs.  

Carlos Álvarez sings Christmas 
 Malaga. 19 December, 8pm. Audito-
rio Edgar Neville. By invitation 
only. 

Baritone Carlos Álvarez will be in 
concert with mezzosoprano Car-
men Ariza, tenors Diego Morales 
and Francisco Arbós, baritone José 
Antonio Ariza and sopranos 
Lourdes Benítez, Lourdes Martín, 
Lucía Millán and Mónica Campaña. 
They will be performing Christmas 
music with pieces by Bizet, Reger, 
Donizetti, Mascagni, Bach and 
Gounod. Last invitations from Café 
Puerta Oscura, C/ Molina Lario, 5.  

LECTURES  

The Arts Society de la Frontera 
San Roque. 21 December, 11am. 
San Roque Golf and Country Club. 
Visitors 12€ 
‘’Monet and his Gardens’  
An illustrated talk by Brian Healey 
delafrontera@theartssociety.org 

Lux Mundi Art Appreciation 
Torre del Mar. 17 December, 
10.30am. Lux Mundi Ecumenical 
Centre. 2€ 
Andrew Graham-Dixon from the 
TV series History of Art, shows 
how Spain’s turbulent history has 
shaped its artists, from Francisco 
Goya and Pablo Picasso through to 
Joan Miró and Salvador Dalí. 

Alma Deutscher 
Torre del Mar. 18 December, 5pm. 
Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre. 
12€ 
James Taylor will be giving a talk 
about the astonishing musical 
gifts of young Alma Deutscher 
who wrote a full length opera 
“Cinderella” when she was only 
12 years old. Following the talk 
there will be supper.  

:: TONY BRYANT 
FUENGIROLA. Fans of The 
Beatles will enjoy a tribute con-
cert in the Sea Breeze Bar in 
Fuengirola Port tomorrow night 
(Saturday). The show will be 
performed by Revival, one of 
the Costa del Sol’s top tribute 
bands. Formed in 2007, the 
group will be remembered as 
the resident band of the former 
Elefante show bar in 
Benalmádena Costa, but they 
now take their Beatles Tribute 
and an interactive 70s show to 
venues all along the coast.  

Revival present a tribute to 

the world’s most influential 
band with a hour-long set of 
their most iconic songs, com-
plete with costumes and a little 
Liverpudlian wit. The band rec-
reates The Beatles’ early era, a 
time when the group where 
considered to be at their best; 
the professionalism of the musi-
cians and their striking resem-
blance to the Fab Four will gen-
erate some of the nostalgia of 
the swinging 60s. Tickets for the 
show, which starts at 8pm, cost 
10 euros and are available from 
the Sea Breeze Bar, or on the 
night of the concert. 

Sea Breeze Bar hosts 
Beatles tribute night

Revival will present a Beatles tribute in Fuengirola Port. :: SUR

Collegium Musicum, Marbella/Fuengirola

Monet’s gardens - lecture.
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FLAMENCO  

Flamenco in the Museum  
Malaga. Museo de Arte Flamenco 
Peña Juan Breva, C/Ramón Fran-
quelo. 8.30pm. 
116 December. 2pm. Zambomba del 
Sur a Belén. 
20 November. 8.30pm. Pascua Gi-
tana. For information and bookings 
call 687 607 526 or email: info@fla-
menka.com 

Zambombá Flamenca  
La Herradura. 14 December, 
7.30pm. 
A typical Christmas instrument, 
the zambomba, is a type of drum 
with a stick through the middle. It 
will be accompanying the La 
Salinera and Son Mediterráneo 
choirs singing Spanish carols. 

Antonio Guerra  
Nerja. 15 December, 9pm. Centro 
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 12€. 
The flamenco dancer and 
choreographer Antonio Guerra 
presents his show En Buena 
Companía.  

Juan Breva Festival  
Vélez-Málaga. 15 December, 9pm. 
Teatro del Carmen. 12€. 
El Pele, Rocío López La Boterita 

will be singing, Niño Seve and 
Rubén Portillo on the guitar and 
Moisés and Fátima Navarro will be 
dancing. 

Paseo Flamenco 
Malaga. 15 December, 11.30am. El 
Perchel y La Trinidad. 
For information and bookings call 
687 607 526 or email: info@fla-
menka.com 

El Niño de la Fragua 
Malaga. 15 December, 7pm. Sala 
Gades, Teatro Canovas, Plaza de el 
Ejido. 15€ in advance, 20€ on door. 
Zambomba flamenca de Jerez with 
singer Pedro Garrido ‘El Niño de la 
Fragua’, Juan Manuel Moneo gui-
tarist and Carmen Gri lo, Manuel 
de la Fragua and Eva del Rubichi. 

EVENTS 

Father Christmas village 
Torremolinos. 14-16  and 21-24 De-
cember. Avda Palma de Mallorca. 
Father Christmas will be in his 
village for weekends from 
11.30am until 2pm and from 5.30 
until 9pm. On Christmas Eve he’ll 
only be there in the morning.   

Thespa 
Los Boliches. 19 December, 
7.30pm. Masonic Hall, Edf Bou-
gainvillea. Members 16€, guest 
18€. 
The first one-act play will be Two 
Purple Gloves by Michael Park. 
This will be followed by dinner. 
The second play will be One Across 
by Ian Hornby. Festive dress 
preferred. Reservations: 
thespabooking@gmail.com or call: 
622454422 

Trip to Gibraltar 
Torre del Mar. 20 December. Vari-
ous departure points. 12€. 
Coach trip to Gibraltar. Passports 

required. Lux Mundi Torre del 
Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Christmas lights and nativity 
Malaga. 21 December. Various de-
parture points. 10€. 
See the Christmas lights in Malaga 
and visit the nativity scene in La 
Mosca. Lux Mundi Torre del Mar. 
Tel:952 543 334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

CHRISTMAS FAIRS  

Anglican Church Christmas Fair  
Estepona. 15 December, 11am-
5pm. Palacio de Congresos. Free.  
Carol singing, face painting, Santa’s 
grotto, bouncy castle as well as 
stalls and Age Concern stand. 
Marbella Montessori School Choir 
and other entertainment. Raising 
funds for multiple charities.  

Periana Christmas Market 
Periana. 16 December. María Zam-
brano hall near town hall.   
Crafts, fresh flowers, tombola, 
jewellrey, gifts, cakes and mulled 
wine etc. Donations to Red Cross. 

Christmas market  
Puerto Banús. Until 6 January. 
Muelle de Ribera  
Father Christmas will be at the 
market between 15 and 23 
December. There will be stalls 
selling toys, crafts etc.  

Craft and gourmet market 
La Cala de Mijas. Until 16 Decem-
ber, 11am-8.30pm. Plaza Supersol 
The first Feria de la Artesanía y 
Gourmet is being held in La Cala 
until 16 December. It will offer gift 
items, crafts and gourmet food.  

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 

cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95  www.cinealbeniz.com  
Suspiria: 18.00 (every day). 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
Mortal Engines: 20.00 (Mon. 
Tues. Thurs.) 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 22.30. 
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
12.10 (Fri. Sat. Sun.) 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Bohemian Rhapsody: 12.00, 
16.00 (every day>) 
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes 
of Grindelwald: 12.00, 16.30 
(Mon-Thurs).  
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
12.10, 16.30 (Fri-Sun); 19.20 
(Mon, Tues, Thurs). 
The Grinch: 12.25, 16.20 (every 
day).  

Robin Hood: 18.20 (Tues). 
Ben is Back: 18.05, 19.15, 21.20, 
22.20 (Tues). 
Mortal Engines: 12.15, 16.10 
(every day).  
Opera: Italian in Algiers: 18 De-
cember, 20.00 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
The Grinch: 18.15 (Fri-Sun); 
15.50 (Sat, Sun); 12.00 (Sun); 
17.45 (Mon-Thurs). 
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes 
of Grindelwald: 22.15 (Mon). 
Mortal Engines: 17.45 (every 
day); 20.15 (Fri-Sun);  22.30 (Fri-
Sun, Tues, Wed); 15.45 (Sat, 
Sun); 19.45 (Tues, Wed). 
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
18.10 (Fri-Sun); 15.50 (Sat, Sun); 
12.00 (Sun); 17.45 (Mon-Thurs). 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 22.40 
(Fri-Sun); 20.00 (Mon); 22.15 
(Mon-Wed).  

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms: 18.30 (Tues). 
The Grinch: 18.20 (Tues). 
Ben is Back: 17.45 (Tues). 
Mortal Engines:  16.45 (every 
day).  
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes 
of Grindelwald: 13.45 (Sat, 
Sun). 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 12.50 
(Sat, Sun); 20.00 (every day). 
The Possession Of Hannah 
Grace: 22.35 (Tues).   
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
12.00 (Sat, Sun); 19.25 (Tues). 
Robin Hood: 19.10 (Tues). 
Widows: 18.40 (Tues). 
La Traviata live from MET: 
18.55 (Sat). 

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Torremoli-
nos is preparing for the first 
edition of the Ruta del Arte, an 
open air art festival that will 
take place in the centre of the 
town on Saturday (tomorrow). 
The ‘art route’, which is organ-
ised by the town hall, will pro-
mote the works of local artists, 
which will be displayed in dif-
ferent parts of the town.   

There will also be exhibi-
tions in the Pablo Ruiz Picasso 
Cultural Centre and several 
restaurants, including Bodegas 
Guerola, Loft del Mar and El 
Gran Vino, and these can be 
viewed until 5 January. Par-
ticipating restaurants will of-
fer a special discount for those 
taking part in the route.  

The event will incorporate an 
Instagram project that will invite 

people to upload photographs of 
artwork they have admired.  

Along with the exhibitions, the 
Calle San Miguel and Plaza de La 
Nogalera will become workshops 
for numerous art students from 
the Universidad Popular de Tor-
remolinos. Visitors will be able to 
watch the artists at work and they 
will have the opportunity to pur-
chase a painting or drawing di-

rectly from its creator.     
The Plaza de Andalucía will 

become a large gallery where art 
lovers can simply admire the ex-
hibition, or purchase a keepsake 
from the artisan street market. 

The event begins at 10am and 
continues until 7pm. 

For more information about 
participating venues, see 
www.torremolinos.es 

A festival of art on display in 
the streets of Torremolinos

Plaza de Andalucía, Torremolinos. :: SUR

Father Christmas, Torremolinos

Christmas Market, Puerto Banús.
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T
here is an expression still 
used in rural areas in 
Spain, that somebody 
who is ageing is “drying 

up”. It refers to the fact that some 
inner force appears to be robbing 
an elderly person of their strength 
and physical volume and, actually, 
it isn’t wrong. 

 “In humans, about 300 grammes 
of muscle mass changes naturally 
every day,” says Daniel de Luis, who 
is a professor of Endocrinology and 
Nutrition and the head of the same 
department at the Clínico Univer-
sitario hospital in Valladolid. This 
internal enemy which seems to 

lurk, waiting for us to get older, 
was given a name about 30 years 
ago; it is called sarcopenia. 

The term was coined by Irwin 
Rosenberg in 1989. Younger peo-
ple had begun to be diagnosed with 
something which until then had 
been associated simply with old 
age and its ailments, because 
the lifestyle habits of west-

Sarcopenia reduces muscle volume and 
capacity and, as people  live  longer 
nowadays, it is becoming an increasingly 
common problem. “Half of the population  
will end up suffering from it,” say doctors

Holding back 
the years

ANTONIO 
CORBILLÓN

Taking exercise in a park in London. :: STEFAN WERMUTH >
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ern societies such as lack of 
exercise and an unhealthy 

diet are multiplying a problem of 
enormous proportions and costs. 
The progressive increase in life ex-
pectancy is doing the rest.  

Sarcopenia is the degenerative 
loss of mass, strength and muscu-
lar performance. It is an inevita-
ble process in every human being, 
and shares common diagnoses with 
many associated illnesses such as 
muscular atrophies and rheumatic 
problems.  

“The pathologies of age, like 
those of bedridden people or those 
with chronic weakening condi-
tions, are those which produce the 
greatest loss of muscle mass. This 
is the illness of immobile people,” 
says Dr De Luis.  

From the age of 50, muscle mass 
declines between one and two per 
cent a year, and muscular strength 
by 1.5 per cent (double after the 
age of 60), according to estimations 
from the Spanish Nutrition Foun-
dation. It is an unstoppable proc-
ess, and part of the ‘bodywork’ of 
being human.  

Dr Marcos Paulino Huertas of 
the Spanish Rheumatology Soci-
ety (SER) also quotes figures about 
the loss of ability of this human 
‘engine’ which gradually deterio-
rates over time. “We reach our peak 
strength between the ages of 25 
and 30, and from then on we lose 
it. The process speeds up at 50, and 
by the age of 80 between 15 and 
40 per cent of people suffer sarco-
penia to a greater or lesser extent,” 
he explains.  

These high percentages vary, de-
pending on the measuring system 
used. The profusion of studies and 
experts who are becoming involved 
in this research find it hard to agree 
where the limits lie between nor-
mal ageing and the pathologies de-
rived from an abnormal accelera-
tion in motor loss. “We still need 
to homogenise criteria,” admits Dr 

Paulino Huertas, who works at the 
General Hospital in Ciudad Real.   

However, given that this is ob-
viously a pandemic in the western 
world, the European Working 
Group on Sarcopenia in Older Peo-
ple (EWGSOP) has now been set 
up and it has established three pa-
rameters for more efficient diag-
nosis: a lack of muscle mass, a re-
duction in tractive force and low 
psychomotor speed.  

Using these data, its first esti-
mations are that around 11 million 
Europeans suffer from it. The fig-
ure rises to more than 20 million 
if the parameters are slightly ex-
panded. The EWGSOP estimates 
that the number of people diag-
nosed will double in the next 20 
years and Spain, one of the coun-
tries with the longest life expec-

tancy, is fertile ground for its ad-
vance. The most conservative fig-
ures say there are already at least 1.5 
million sarcopenics in this country.  

The ’perfect storm’ 
A detailed study by the University 
of Liège (Belgium) shows that the 
number of people diagnosed could 
reach 63 per cent of over-65s in 
the next 30 years. Is that an exag-
geration? It appears not.   

Another spokespan from SER, 
Jordi Monfort, who is a rheuma-
tologist at the Hospital del Mar in 
Barcelona, doesn’t believe the fig-
ures are an over-estimation. “A Ko-
rean study published in 2014 talked 
about 50 per cent of prevalence in 
people over the age of 80,” he says.  

Associated with and multiplied 
by all illnesses which restrict mo-
bility, from rheumatism to atrophies 
and including traumas, the loss of 
quality of life caused by sarcopenia 
adds enormous costs to medical 
and geriatric attention. In the ar-

ticle which Daniel de Luis and an-
other 20 Spanish specialists pub-
lished in the medical journal ‘Pro-
gress in Nutrition’ , it states that 
“it costs the European Union 
120,000 million euros a year”.  

It is the ‘perfect storm’ in terms 
of the loss of abilities in the adult 
population. This invisible illness  
causes an immobility which in turn 
feeds back into a clinical loop of 
paralysing consequences.  

Despite what is now known, 
there is still a great deal which isn’t. 
Recent studies are starting to sug-
gest that not all races are affected 
equally. “In different groups of 
white caucasians differences in 
levels of ageing have been identi-
fied, although the circumstances 
aren’t clear,” says Paulino Huertas.  

Is there anything we can do to 

“There are no miracles. 
The key is not to be 
sedentary, and eat a  
protein- rich diet” 

A group of elderly people doing muscle-strengthening exercises in Stockholm. :: AFP

>
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minimise this? The experts all agree 
that there are no miracles to stop 
something which is part of being 
human. The only advice they can 
give applies to the whole popula-
tion: don’t lead a sedentary lifestyle, 
take moderate physical exercise and 
eat a diet which is high in proteins 
to prevent malnutrition.  

Obese but lacking muscle 
This is not all. Sarcopenia can reach 
such levels that it is being found 
in older people who are over-
weight. “Some people have excess 
fat but they also suffer a major loss 
of muscle mass. That is what is 
called sarcopenic obesity,” says 
Daniel de Luis. 

It is hoped that diets will be the 
key to slowing down the advance 
of this condition, but even here 
we come across lifestyle changes 
in elderly people.  

“With age,” explains Dr Paulino 
Huertas, “people tend to lose the 
ability to synthesise proteins.” This 
ability reduces by about one third 
in very elderly people, although it 
has not been established whether 
this is due to the ageing process it-
self or nutritional disorders, accord-
ing to a collective study by the Span-
ish Rheumatology Foundation.  

The combination of a protein-
rich diet, with a recommended 0.8 
grammes of protein a day for each 
kilo of weight, and oestrogen-based 
hormonal therapies in post-meno-
pausal women or steroids in the 
case of men, are providing the first 
steps.  They mitigate the effects 
now, but shed no light on what the 
future may hold.  

Foods which are high in protein 
and vitamin D, and essential ami-
noacids such as leucine are the best 
allies, together with sport.  

“We are living increasingly 
longer, but we don’t know how we 
are going to age. And magic pills to 
keep us healthy are just a fantasy,” 
says Dr Paulino Huertas. 

Osteoporosis is a very serious dis-
ease, characterised by weakened 
and brittle bones and is especially 
dangerous in elderly people. 
Women are more at risk as their 
bones can be greatly weakened as 
a result of the menopause. There 
are usually no warning signs be-
fore that fatal trip and fall, often 
resulting in a serious hip fracture. 
The mortality rate for a hip frac-
ture in elderly people is similar 
to that of women diagnosed with 
breast cancer. 

With approximately 330,000 
new breaks in Spain in 2017, fra-
gility fractures are a huge obsta-
cle to healthy ageing. It’s already 
impacting the quality of life of 
more than 2.8 million women 
and men in Spain, costing the 
economy approximately 4.2 bil-
lion euros in 2017. 

In the last few years a real break-
through in this disease has taken 
place as a result of a Bio Medical 
engineer in the USA whose mother 
suffered from osteoporosis. He 
was motivated to look for a solu-

tion and a real cure for this dis-
ease. The result of his efforts was 
the invention of a range of simple 
exercise machines called Osteo-
Strong - a revolution in the under-
standing of how to create stronger 
bones by increasing bone density.  

The science behind bone build-
ing is hundreds of years old but 
before the creation of Osteo-
Strong, only drugs were available 
to help stop bone loss and many 
of these drugs have pretty seri-

ous side effects. 
Not only can OsteoStrong pre-

vent you from ever suffering from 
osteoporosis but they can also re-
verse it with in Just 15 minutes a 
week. 

OsteoStrong is located in 
Puerto Banús on Calle Jesús 
Puente (Local 15). A free scan 
is available to new clients to dis-
cover their risk level.

Reverse osteoporosis with just 
15 minutes of exercise a week

ADVERTORIAL OsteoStrong

OsteoStrong is a drug-free solution. SUR

z·   +34 952 004 505

Be physically active 
The most important cause of 
sarcopenia is a lack of physical 
exercise. The best way to com-
bat this is through exercises 
which combine strength and 
muscular force. Two or three 
exercise sessions a week can 
help to recover muscle in about 
eight weeks.   

The role of nutrition 
Muscles only regenerate with 
food. Elderly people should eat 
fewer calories, to prevent ex-
cess weight, but make sure they 
eat quality proteins.  

What and when to eat? 
This is proportional to weight. It 
is calculated that for correct 
muscular protein synthesis 30 
grams of protein are required, 
so include energy foods in meals 
(bread, rice, pasta, potatoes, 
pulses) and complement them 
with animal protein (meat, eggs 
and fish). Lean cuts simply pre-
pared are best (grilled or ba-
ked), in order to to avoid fats. 

GUIDELINES
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Figures from the National 
Institute of Statistics 
(INE) show that in the 
first part of the year 
there was a negative 
population growth with 
6,403 births and 7,190 
deaths in Malaga  

MALAGA. The birth rate in Malaga 
province fell to the lowest point 
in the last two decades in the first 
half of this year.  

The National Institute of Statis-
tics (INE) published figures on 
Tuesday, showing the births, 
deaths and marriages that took 
place from January to June 2018. 
According to this data, 6,403 births 
were recorded in this period in 
Malaga province, compared to 7,190 
deaths. This means that the prov-
ince experienced a negative popu-
lation growth (that is, more deaths 
than births) of 787 people.  

According to data from INE, 2017 
ended with a positive growth rate 
of 1,714 people. Throughout 2017, 
14,422 children were born and 
12,708 deaths were recorded.  

This year therefore sees the low-
est recorded birth rate in 20 years 
for the province. In 1998, 12,627 
births were recorded, with the first 
half of the year seeing just 6,096 
babies born in Malaga. In 1999, 
6,260 births were recorded in the 
same period which is also fewer 
than in 2018.  

The statistics also show that this 
year, from January to June, more 

boys were born than girls. It was 
recorded that 3,272 boys were born  
and 3,131 girls.  

On the other hand, more men 
were also recorded to have died 
(3,723 men compared to 3,467 
women). Of the total number of 
deaths (7,190), 2,694 were regis-
tered in the city of Malaga.  

The statistics published also 
show the number of marriages 
which took place in this period. 
From January to June this year, 
2,285 marriages took place.  

Throughout 2017 there were 
5,903 marriages. The month with 

the fewest was January with 174 
and the most was June with 779.  

There was also a striking fall in 
traditionally religious marriages, 
with only 390 Catholic unions re-
corded. Another 16 marriages of 
other religions took place. 

The vast majority of the mar-
riages recorded in the winter 
months were civil ceremonies, 
with 164 of 174 marriages in Janu-
ary taking place without any re-
ligious aspect. In June, 205 of the 
marriages that took place were 
Catholic.  

In Spain as a whole, the first half 

of this year saw 179,794 births, 
which is 5.8 per cent less than the 
same period the previous year. This 
low number of births in the first 
half of the year continues the 
downward trend of recent years, 
with the one exception of 2014.   

At a regional level 
Statistics released on Tuesday also 
accounted for the region of Anda-
lucía as a whole, but this time, only 
for the first quarter of the year.  

Throughout the region, for this 
period of 2018, there were 17,235 
births and 22,497 deaths, which is 
a 5.2 per cent and an 8.2 per cent 
increase, respectively, than the 
same period last year. Births in 
which one parent was foreign ac-
counted for 20.5 per cent of the 
total births in Malaga.  

 Another statistic released ex-
plored the marital status of the 
women having children. In Malaga 
there were more births to unmar-
ried mothers (1,652) than married 
(1,543). Of the unmarried women, 
653 do not live with the father of 
their children, compared to 534 
who do. 

Malaga has the lowest birth rate in the 
last two decades, statistics show 

The number of births is the lowest it has been for two decades. :: SUR

FRANCISCO 
GUTIÉRREZ

 fgutierrez@diariosur.es

6,403 
births in the first half of the 
year: 3,272 boys and 3,131 girls. 
There were also 19 late fetal 
deaths. You have to go back to 
1999 to find a lower birth rate 
(6,096). 

7,190  
deaths. 3,723 men and 3,467 
women. The  growth is therefore 
negative (-787). One of the 
deaths was a baby who lived less 
than 24 hours.  

2,285 
marriages. The majority were civil 
ceremonies (1,871), while 390 
Catholic wedding were recorded.

IN FIGURES

In Malaga more 
unmarried women had 
children than those  
who were married
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With obesity a serious 
problem in today’s 
world, doctors are 
taking steps to 
encourage children to 
play sports such as 
golf, in order for them 
to reap the benefits 

:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

MALAGA. At a recent event or-
ganised by the Royal Spanish Golf 
Federation (RFEG), the effects that 
sport has on health, focusing 
mainly on children, were brought 
forward by a number of specialists. 

 The federation called for doc-
tors and physiotherapists to en-
courage children to play golf, as it 
is “healthy as well as fun”, explains 
the marketing director of RFEG, 
Xavi Guibelade.  

The medical director of the Golf 
es Salud programme, nephrologist 
José Antonio García Donaire, ex-
plained that “sport equals longev-
ity” and there are many issues that 
can arise if you do not keep active 
and play sport regularly.  

He believes that it is highly 
beneficial to “start as a child be-
cause practicing a sport early on 
can even change things we have 
been unlucky to get from a genetic 
point of view”. 

Aiding recovery 
Dr Luis Madero, a member of the 
Royal National Academy of Medi-
cine and head of the Oncohaema-
tology department of the Niño Jesús 
Hospital in Madrid, also emphasised 
that the practice of golf and indeed 
sports in general, is an excellent 
way to aid recovery after medical 
procedures.  

Dr Miguel Ángel Monroy, a pae-
diatrician at the Reina Victoria 

health centre in Madrid and lec-
turer in Medicine and Health Sci-
ences, explained that children need 
to play sports to live a healthy and 
balanced life. It is not only diet 
that is important, but it is also fun-
damental that they are doing 
enough physical activity. 

Avoiding future problems  
“It is not necessary for a child to 
be a the top level of a sport to par-
ticipate and reap the benefits. It 
must be encouraged to avoid health 
problems in the future.” he adds. 

Dr Begoña Arias Novas, head of 
the paediatrics department of  
Zarzuela University Hospital and 
a member of the Paediatrics Soci-
ety of Madrid and Castilla La Man-
cha, says that “many problems 
come from a lack of physical activ-
ity. Obesity is a huge problem in 
the world today and taking up a 
sport such as golf can be very good 
for children.” 

Golf and paediatrics join forces

Doctors have found that playing golf has many health benefits for everyone, especially children

Some of the participants at the event organised by the RFEG. :: FERNANDO HERRANZ

The federation asks that 
doctors and 
physiotherapists begin to 
encourgae children to play 
sport in order to fight 
issues such as obesity

“There are many problems 
that can arise from an 
inactive childhood,” 
explains doctor Begoña 
Arias
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MALAGA. After two consecutive 
league defeats, Malaga returned to 
winning ways on Saturday evening 

with victory on the holiday island 
of Mallorca. It was far from plain 
sailing, though, as the Blue and 
Whites were pegged back in the 
second half and needed a late win-
ner from full-back Cifu to seal the 
side’s first win away from home 
in more than three months. 

Facing the prospect of seeing 
their title challenge evaporate, 
Malaga knew that they needed to 
reverse a run of poor form as they 
started their run-in to the Christ-
mas break. Recent troubles on the 
road for the Costa del Sol side made 
in-form Mallorca the favourites to 
claim the three points and over-
take their visitors. 

In fact, they started strongest 
and had the ball in the net when 
Antonio Raíllo’s header crept in at 
Munir’s left post. However, the 

linesman ruled out the effort for 
offside when replays showed that 
shouldn’t have been the case. 

Malaga, however, didn’t heed 
the warning and almost conceded 
in identical circumstances mo-
ments later, only for Munir to bail 
out his colleagues on this occasion 
with a two-handed save 

As half time approached, the 

visitors found the all-important 
breakthrough as Scotsman Jack 
Harper tapped into an unguarded 
net. The ball fell to the youth-team 
striker after Adrián’s header from 
a corner came back out off the 
crossbar and the keeper Miquel 
Parera flapped at the ball under 
pressure from Gustavo Blanco 
Leschuk. The Mallorca players ap-
pealed for a foul by the Argentin-
ian striker but the referee was un-
moved. 

In the second half, Vicente Mo-
reno’s side showed why they were 
unbeaten in seven league games 
and had not lost at home since 23 
September. The pressure on the 
Malaga backline increased and it 
eventually told in the 73rd min-
ute when Fran Gámez’s volley 
across the face of goal was con-

verted at the back post by Álex 
López though neither Diego 
González nor Munir covered them-
selves in glory. 

With only a win enough to keep 
the pressure on Granada and Al-
corcón at the top, Juan Ramón 

Malaga strike back in the nick of 
time to break away hoodoo

Cifu celebrates after his last-gasp strike puts Malaga ahead in Mallorca on Saturday night. :: AGENCIA LOF

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

Tenerife - Extremadura          0-0 
Deportivo - Numancia            2-2 
Gimnástic - Granada                0-1 
Mallorca - MALAGA                1-2 
Albacete - Osasuna                  2-2 
Oviedo - Almería                       1-2 
Alcorcón - Reus                          0-1 
Cádiz - R. Majadahonda         1-0 
Elche - Sporting                         0-0 
Lugo - Las Palmas                     4-2 
Zaragoza - Córdoba                 0-0

MALAGA - Cádiz  
Granada - Oviedo  
Numancia - Albacete  
Reus - Córdoba  
Sporting - Mallorca  
R. Majadahonda - Elche  
Osasuna - Alcorcón  
Las Palmas - Tenerife  
Extremadura - Gimnástic  
Almería - Lugo  
Deportivo - Zaragoza

1. Granada                   34     17    10       4      3    25    12 

2. Alcorcón                  33     17    10       3      4    20      9 

3. Deportivo               32     17       8       8      1    28    12 

4. MALAGA                32     17    10       2      5    21    13 

5. Albacete                  31     17       8       7      2    25    15 

6. Cádiz                        29     17       8       5      4    24    14 

7. Mallorca                  27     17       7       6      4    23    16 

8. Osasuna                   26     17       7       5      5    21    18 

9. Las Palmas             23     17       5       8      4    22    20 

10. Almería                23     17       6       5      6    20    18 

11. Oviedo                 23     17       6       5      6    20    23 

12. Sporting              22     17       5       7      5    17    15 

13. Numancia            21     17       5       6      6    18    20 

14. R. Majadahonda 20    17       6       2      9    14    21 

15. Lugo                      19     17       5       4      8    17    19 

16. Extremadura      17     17       4       5      8    23    26 

17. Tenerife               17     17       3       8      6    14    21 

18. Elche                     17     17       3       8      6    13    21 

19. Zaragoza             16     17       3       7      7    17    21 

20. Reus                      16     17       4       4      9    11    24 

21. Córdoba               13     17       2       7      8    18    33 

22. Gimnástic            10     17       2       4    11    11    31

TEAM                                                               PT                  P              W           D               L            GF       GA
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Victory in Mallorca 
was the Blue and 
Whites’ first on the 
road in three and a 
half months

1-2 
MALLORCA-MALAGA 

 Mallorca:  Parera; Fran Gámez, Valjent, 
Raíllo, Joan Sastre; Pablo Valcarce (Aridai, 66’), 
Salva Sevilla, Pedraza (Baba, 80’), Dan Rodrí-
guez (Abdon 87’), Lago Lunior; Álex López. 
Unused substitutes: Manolo Reina, Franco 
Russo, Stoichkov, Estupiñan. 

 Malaga:  Munir; Cifu, Diego González, Pau 
Torres, Ricca; Juanpi (Ontiveros, 63’), 
N’Diaye, Adrián (Lacen, 75’), Dani Pacheco 
(Lombán, 90+2’); Harper, Blanco Leschuk. 
Unused substitutes: Kieszek, Renato, Ha-
ksabanovic, Iván. 

 Goals:  0-1 Harper (42’); 1-1 Álex López 
(73’); 1-2 Cifu (85’). 

 Referee:  Gorostegui Fernández. Yellow cards 
for Adrián, Dani Pacheco, Ricca, Lombán, 
Munir and Raíllo. Warnings given to Malaga 
doctor Daniel Rosado and masseur Marcelino 
Torrontegui. Mallorca coach Vicente Moreno 
sent to the stands.

The Blue and Whites 
had not won on the 
road since 3 September 
in Almeria
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Muñiz’s team stepped up a gear 
and pushed for the win. The goal 
eventually came with just five 
minutes to go and from a very un-
likely source. When full-back Cifu 
found himself on the end of Javi 
Ontiveros’ cushioned header in 
the penalty area, without unerr-
ing confidence he brought the ball 
into his stride before letting off a 
fierce strike across the keeper into 
the side netting. 

The players celebrated like a side 
who hadn’t won away since 3 Sep-
tember (in Almeria) - a welcome 
confidence ahead of the visit of 
Cadiz this evening. 

“We have seen a great game in 
which both teams were fighting 
for the three points,” said coach 
Juan Ramón Muñiz following the 
game. “We’ve not had good results 
recently but we are still heading 
along the right lines.”

:: JAMES CHAPMAN 

Andalusian rivals Cadiz are to-
day’s visitors to La Rosaleda for a 
fixture that will be much more 
challenging than expected. Hav-
ing been in the relegation zone 
and with coach Álvaro Cervera’s 
position under threat just weeks 
ago, few would have anticipated 
that Cadiz would come to La 
Rosaleda on the back of seven 
wins in a row. The division’s in-
form team are now in the play-off 
places as a result. 

In the late 80s and early 90s 
Cadiz got the nickname The Yel-
low Submarines. This was due to 
their remarkable ability to ‘come 
afloat’ at the end of the season de-
spite having been ‘sunk’ for most 
of the campaign. 

However, their luck finally ran 
out and they have not been in the 
top flight since 2006, with spells 
in the third tier for a total of 
seven years. This year could be 
their best chance to finally make 
their La Liga return.

Up next

CADIZ (H)

MALAGA-CADIZ TONIGHT 9PM 
ALBACETE-MALAGA F. SUNDAY 12PM

Sporting director José 
Luis Caminero is looking 
at the loan and free 
transfer market and has 
already opened 
negotiations  

:: ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. Though Malaga cur-
rently find themselves in the play-
off places for promotion back to 
La Liga, they are not resting on 
their laurels. January will be a key 
month for their promotion ambi-
tions and the club is looking to 
strengthen the squad for the sec-
ond half of the season. 

The two areas which are the fo-
cus for sporting director José Luis 
Caminero are in central midfield 
and up front. 

Ever since José Recio left for Le-
ganés and Manuel Iturra was re-
leased (and later joined Villarreal) 
in the final days of the summer 
window, Malaga have been short 
in the middle of the park with only 
Adrián and Alfred N’Diaye staking 
a claim for a regular starting place. 

Up front, too, Malaga have been 
short with Gustavo Blanco Leschuk, 
an undisputed starter, struggling 

to find a regular partner. Jack Harper  
has stepped up and started the ma-
jority of games, but during his in-
jury absence, which coincided with 
that of Mamadou Koné, coach Juan 
Ramón Muñiz has been left with 
few options. 

Héctor, signed on loan from Atlé-
tico Madrid, has failed to earn 
Muñiz’s trust and is expected to 
return to his parent club in Janu-
ary, thus leaving two spaces in the 
squad that need filling. 

Caminero has been prowling 
the loan and free transfer markets 

and it is understood that negotia-
tions have started with a number 
of players. 

However, Malaga are also closely 
monitoring the situation of league 
rivals Reus who are facing sanc-
tions for their unpaid debts and 
may be forced to sell players in Janu-
ary. 

While midfield and attack are 
priorities, don’t be surprised to see 
a defender come in too. After long-
term injuries to Luis Hernández 
and Juankar, Malaga also could look 
to bring in a versatile defender.

A midfielder and a striker, top 
priorities for January window

The Malaga eleven who took on Granada at La Rosaleda. :: Ñ. SALAS

Hicham shines on return 
to the reserves 

MALAGA 
:: E. MORALES. Having not been 
called up to the first-team squad 
for the last two games, Moroccan 
winger Hicham made an instant 
impact on his return to action for 
Malaga’s reserve side, Atlético 
Malagueño. 

The 20-year-old showed himself 
to be above playing in Segunda B 

by being constantly one step ahead 
of his opponents. This showed in 
the 20th minute when he gave his 
side the lead in Sunday’s game 
against Badajoz after some positive 
wing play by Alberto. 

However, after Juande put 
through his own goal and then Mor-
gado gave the visitors the lead in 
the 65th minute, Malagueño 
needed a last-gasp equaliser to save 
a point. 

It was Joel who pounced after a 
block left the ball in no-man’s land, 
needing just a tap-in.

IN BRIEF

Hicham, in pre-season. :: SUR

:: MARINA RIVAS 

MALAGA. It was supposed to be 
the easiest game of their Christ-
mas run-in but defeat for Malaga 
Femenino against Sporting Huel-
va further demonstrated that the 
Liga Iberdrola is full of surprises. 

With this third consecutive de-
feat (2-0 away), the Blue and Whi-
tes have fallen a further place, 
down to 13th, with only their fe-
llow Andalusians, Madrid CF and 
Sevilla below them (the latter two 
suffered heavy defeats). 

Malaga’s next match is on Sun-
day, away to Albacete whose stri-
ker Alba Redondo just topped the 
goalscoring charts having racked 
up her tenth goal of the season in 
their home loss to Granadilla de 
Tenerife. 

At the top remain Atlético but 
Barcelona are just a point behind.

Femenino move 
closer to the drop 
zone after third 
consecutive defeat

Rayo Vallecano - Logroño     1-1 
Betis - Real Sociedad               2-1 
Sporting Huelva - MALAGA 2-0 
Albacete - Granadilla              1-3 
Athletic - Sevilla                        6-0 
Barcelona - Madrid CFF          7-0 
Atlético - Espanyol                   3-1 
Levante - Valencia                    0-0

Rayo - Valencia  
Betis - Atlético   
R.Sociedad-Espanyol  
Madrid CFF - Sevilla  
Barcelona - Logroño  
Levante - Athletic  
Sporting-Granadilla  
Albacete - MALAGA

Atlético                13    12     0      1   47      9   36 

Barcelona            13    11     2      0   44      6   35 

Levante                13       9     3      1   30      8   30 

Athletic                13       7     4      2   25    11   25 

Betis                      13       7     1      5   21    14   22 

Rayo Vallecano 13       6     2      5   18    22   20 

Granadilla           13       6     1      6   19    24   19 

Valencia               13       3     7      3   14    17   16 

Albacete               13       4     3      6   25    33   15 

Real Sociedad    13       4     2      7   19    24   14 

EDF Logroño      13       3     4      6   14    25   13 

Espanyol              13        4     1      8   10    23   13 

Málaga                13       4     1      8   10    29   13 

Sporting               13       3     2      8   10    18   11 

Madrid CF            13       2     1   10   14    36      7 

Sevilla                   13       2     0   11   12    33      6

1. 

2. 

 3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16.

TEAM                                                            P             W             D           L         GF          GA      PT

Table

Results Match day 14

LIGA IBERDROLA



 
December 14th to 20th 2018 

SUR IN ENGLISHSPORT54

   A LOOK AT LA LIGA

Cancel the plans to fly to Miami in 
January; the bold idea of playing a 
La Liga game in the United States 
has been shelved. (I say bold... in 
truth it was ill-conceived.  It was 
like one of those ideas you have 
after a strong bottle of sangría with 
your pals.) 

Let’s all get on a plane, bring Li-
onel Messi and his pals from Bar-
celona with us, get the Americans 
to pay us loads of money; it will 
be a hoot. 

The marketing men told us it 
was all about growing the brand 
globally, taking the game to foot-
ball fans across the planet and 
spreading the word. 

The theory was fine but in prac-
tice it was a disaster. The Spanish 
FA were not in on the act and ul-
timately became like Tory MPs in 
a Brexit negotiation. 

The two clubs they’d persuaded 
to export a fixture were Barcelona 
and Girona.  Taking Barça was ob-

vious.  It would sell out any sta-
dium in the world.  There were  
healthy crowds when the diluted 
Liga teams played pre-season 
friendlies in the States so a mean-
ingful match was always going to 
capture the imagination. 

Girona were content to sacri-
fice their biggest game of the sea-
son and their supporters were be-
ing offered incentives to sweeten 
them.  Who wouldn’t fancy a sub-
sidised trip to Florida? 

The example of the NFL 
was always cited.  The 
American football road-
show rolls into many ma-
jor cities around the 
world and everyone 
loves the circus. 

Sadly the Liga ver-
sion was just that… a 
circus!   One of the sell-
ing points was the fact 
that it was a proud Cata-
lan derby yet obviously 
the authorities didn’t want 
it becoming a political rally. 
(“Hey man, I love that colour-
ful flag.  What’s it all about?”) 

Everything was ill-considered.  
It was an ad-hoc plan.  I have sym-
pathy for the proper football fans 
in America because it was a chance 
to see the superstars with their 
own eyes on their own turf.  The 

game has grown in the past four 
decades and MLS is now extremely 
well organised. The fans have a 
thirst for information and love the 
European leagues.  When I was 
over in the summer I was as-
tounded by the depth of knowl-
edge from supporters who trawl 
for information. 

The American fans deserve bet-
ter than the mainly reserve teams 
who tour in the summer.  I liken 
it to basketball: in Europe we want 
to see the Lakers, Bulls or Boston 
Celtic these days rather than the 
Harlem Globetrotters against a 
team of stooges. 

For now the initative has been 
filed in Room 101. Maybe they 
should revisit it with the Spanish 
Super Cup or a Copa game. 

But remember what a disaster 
the Super Cup was in the summer?  
They moved it to Morocco at the 
last minute. That is the problem, 
there is little strategy and the or-
ganisation is rudimentary.  They are 
streets behind the best organised 

leagues.  Here’s an example. 
When you commentate on a 

Champions League or Pre-
mier League game there’s 
an app for the broadcast-
ers to get the team line-
ups the minute they’ve 
been disclosed. This helps 
with graphics, pro-
gramme planning and 
commentating. 

When I’m trying to 
find a line- up for a Liga 

game I have to trawl Twit-
ter to see if anyone has 

posted it from the bowels of 
the stadium.   

And so, the idea of exporting 
Liga to America worked out as well 
as most ideas we have at a Christ-
mas party or summer barbeque af-
ter a couple of cervezas.  It’s ended 
up in the sock drawer! 

ROB PALMER
Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

Plans for a La Liga 
game in the States 
this season have 
unsurprisingly 
been shelved

Back to the drawing board
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BADAJOZ. Marbella moved away 
from the relegation zone on Sun-
day after a precious 1-0 victory away 
in Don Benito. 

After the hosts passed up numer-
ous opportunities to take the lead, 
Marbella captain Añón bagged the 
winner with a sublime freekick from 
the edge of the box which left the 
goalkeeper stranded.

Fine Añón goal seals 
valuable away win 
for Marbella against 
Don Benito

:: J. RODRÍGUEZ 

The first major move under the new 
ownership at Marbella FC has been 
a change of general director with 
Héctor Morales replacing Teo Bravo 
who was appointed by previous 
president Alexander Grinberg. 

His brief is to “exploit the mas-
sive potential” of the club, a press 
release said.

Club appoints new 
general director

Match-winner Añón. :: OPTA

DDON BENITO 0  MARBELLA  1
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Ethopian Lemi 
Dumecha beat the 
four-year-old record 
by two minutes while 
his compatriot Alemu 
Meseret came out on 
top among the women  

MALAGA. With the sun not yet up 
at 7am on a Sunday morning, nor-
mally there are only two types of 
people on the streets of Malaga: taxi 
drivers, bus drivers and refuse col-
lectors; or people on their way home 
from a night out. 

The panorama was slightly differ-
ent this time as some 5,000 athletes 
congregated in the central Paseo del 
Parque, some in fancy dress, ahead 
of the Malaga Marathon. 

This year saw a record number of 
participants, with 1,500 of those 
signed up taking part in the new 
half marathon. 

A large number of federated run-
ners lined up this time, as well as 

runners from all over the world - a 
sign that the event is growing in 
prestige every year. 

Not only was this the fastest 
Malaga Marathon on record, a to-
tal of five male runners finished 
with times quicker than the previ-
ous record. 

Two-time world champion Abel 
Antón, ambassador of the event said: 
“It was a great day for many athletes 
who broke their record times.” He 
also highlighted the very favour-
able conditions, with not too much 
heat and very little wind. 

The final rankings were domi-
nated by athletes from east Africa 
with 23-year-old debutant Lemi 
Dumecha (Ethiopia) winning in 
the men’s category with a time of 
two hours, 11 minutes and seven 
seconds. 

It was a dramatic ending to the 
men’s race as Eliud Kibet (Kenya) 
fell within metres of the finishing 
line and had to crawl across on his 
hands and knees. As he struggled 
he was passed by his compatriots 
Moses Mbugua and Emmanuel 
Kibet who claimed second and 
third, respectively. 

The first five runners across the 
line all broke the time set by John 
Kipkorir, another Kenyan, in 2014 
(2h.13:10). 

There was less drama in the 
women’s event as Alemu Meseret, 
also from Ethiopia, came first with 
a time of 2h.32:20, 25 seconds off 
the record. Beshadu Bekele (Ethio-
pia) and Runa Skrove (Norway) 
made up the podium. 

Kamil Jastrzbski came out on top 
in the half marathon (1h.08:15) 
while Mónica Ballesteros was the 
fastest among the women 
(1h.25:36). 

According to Martín Fiz, another 
of the event’s ambassadors, “the city 
is heading in the right direction”. 
“Malaga Marathon beats Madrid and 
Barcelona and is closing the gap on 
Valencia and Seville,” he said

East African athletes dominate in 
the fastest ever Malaga Marathon

ENRIQUE 
MIRANDA

 Twitter: @emirandasur

Runners cross the Malaga port, with the cathedral and lighthouse in the background. :: ÑITO SALAS Martin Fiz, ambassador for the event. :: ÑITO SALAS

Kibet crossed the line on his knees. :: ÑITO SALAS

2.11:07 
Is the new men’s record for the 
Malaga Marathon, beating the 
record set in 2014 by John 
Kipkorir (2.13:10). 

2,407 
runners finished the marathon 
inside the six permitted hours. 

1,189 
completed the half marathon. 

IN NUMBERS

Brits offer their support to their compatriots. :: ÑITO SALAS
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SPORT IN PICTURES

S Endurance riding. Forty-seven-year-old British rider Caro-
line Grahm and her horse Bambina claimed victory in the recent en-
durance riding championship in Jerez, the last of the season. The 
Estepona resident and her horse both won medals for being top of 
their class in the 60-kilometre event. :: SUR

S World School Games. A group of English International College primary sports students will 
join 23 teams from around the world in Dubai, competing at the prestigious World School Games held 
at the end of January 2019. The squad (pictured) will compete in one of the largest competitions for 
athletics, swimming and football in global school sport. ::  SUR

 Polo. Aero 
came out on top 
in the Copa So-
toestates tourna-
ment contested at 
the Santa María 
Polo Club in San 
Roque on Sunday. 
The tournament, 
in which four 
teams competed, 
kicked off the Ibe-
rian Polo Tour.  ::  
SANTA MARÍA POLO 

CLUB 

A charity match will take 
place this Saturday in 
Elviria to help the 16-
year-old sepsis victim get 
her life back  

:: GEORGIE KENNY 

MALAGA. Walking Football Spain 
has organised a match at the Esta-
dio Santa María in Elviria this Sat-
urday  to raise funds for Sarah Al-
magro Vallejo, the 16-year-old Mar-
bella girl who, after contracting 
sepsis in the summer, had to have 
her hands and feet amputated. 
Money raised from the Sarah Al-
magro Vallejo trophy will help to-
wards the cost of new prostheses. 

Teams of nine, including one 
created by Sarah’s uncle, will play 
20-minute matches in the tourna-
ment which will run from 2pm 
until 4pm, with the winners re-
ceiving the Sarah Almagro Vallejo 
Challenge trophy for their efforts.  

Players from across Malaga prov-
ince will be represented, with 
teams from Benalmádena, Mar-
bella and San Pedro. 

Spectators, expected to include 
Sarah herself, are invited to attend. 
The bar will be open. 

Top dogs on the Costa 
This is not the only charitable 
event that Walking Football Spain 
have been involved in. Last 
Wednesday, WFS played against 
their rivals Walking Dead in a 

match-up to determine the “top 
dogs” on the Costa del Sol. It took 
place at Finca Naundrup in Cala-
honda, with all funds raised going 
to the Ciudado de los Niños cen-
tre in Malaga.  

A total of four matches were 
played with the Walking Football 
Spain ‘A team’ defeating Walking 
Dead 2 - 1 in the final.   

The other matches were all close 
in score with the first match and 
second ending in a draw. The third 
match saw Walking Dead take the 

victory, but only by one goal.  
After the tournament a recep-

tion for the players was held at the 
Costa del Sol tennis complex after 
which it was announced that a to-
tal of 665.66 euros has been raised. 

Guest speakers 
Next year on 20 January, Walking 
Football Spain is organising a 
Sportsman’s Lunch at Batuta in La 
Cala de Mijas. The lunch will be-
gin at midday, and a traditional 
Sunday roast will be available.   

Former Arsenal, Hull City and 
Northern Ireland defender Terry 
Neill, alongside Larry Lloyd, who 
represented Liverpool, Notting-
ham Forest and England, will be 
attending the event.  

Additionally, comedian and 
speaker Russ Williams will join 
the celebrations. Tickets are priced 
at 30 euros and a large amount of 
the proceeds will go to prostate 
cancer research. The rest of the 
money raised will go towards club 
funds to keep it running. 

Walking footballers 
to join fundraising 
effort for Sarah’s 
new prostheses

Walking Football Spain, “top dogs” on the Costa del Sol. :: SUR

 What.   Walking football tourna-
ment to help fund prostheses for 
local girl Sarah Almagro. 

 Where.   Estadio Santa María in 
Elviria. 

 When.   Saturday 14 December, 
2pm to 4pm.

SARAH ALMAGRO TROPHY
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Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

and  5 pm to 7 pm 

  

 

Tels.: 

952 649 692  
952 649 669 
 
Fax: 

952 611 256 
 

Advertising administrator: 

Teresa Canales 

 

 

SUR offices: 

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2, 

2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 

Benavente, 1, 2ª planta. Mon-

day to Thursday: 9 am to 7 pm. 

Friday: 9 am to 2.30 pm. Tel. 

952 580 142 – 605 022 121  

Web: 

www.surinenglishads.com 

Mijas: Centro Comercial Carre-

four. Avda. Los Lirios s/n  Mon-

day, Tuesday, Thursday: 10-14h 

& 16-18h.  Wednesday & Friday: 

9.30-14.30h. Tel. 952 580 726 

– 670 643 488 

Coín:  Monday to Friday  10 am 

to 6 pm.  Mobile 600 513 343 

Estepona:  Puerto deportivo de 

Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-

trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-

659 344 816. Monday to Friday  

9 am to 3 pm. 

 

Representative offices: 
 

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588 

Web: 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

 

How much does  

an advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon 

 

 

NNOTICE TO READERS 

 

 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 

insertions will be given when the 

advertisement/material received 

is not suitable for print media. 

 
 
 

INTERNET/Email address: 
Please be advised that it 
may not be possible for 
your internet or email 
address to be printed on 
one line. If it will not fit, 
advertisers and readers 
alike should bear in mind 
that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address con- 
tinues on the line below

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD, READ BY MORE THAN 260,000 PEOPLE EVERY WEEK
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

ALHAURIN Torre urban, country 
homes, fixer uppers, business op-
portunities, big, small we have them 
all. Esme Julia 629487762, 
678457784 

Marbella 
STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SAN PEDRO beachside beautiful 
penthouse, 3 double bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and 2 terraces. 
South/southeast with the store and 
parking. No agency. 696178281  

2 VILLAS for sale , close Puerto 
Banus and Marbella, info@sellmys-
panishproperty.com  

LOVELY 2-bed, 2-bath flat for sale 
in La Cala. 3 terraces. 1st floor. 
With/without  car. 5 minutes’ walk 
to beach. 10 minutes’ drive to La 
Cala Resort. Ideal home or holiday 
home. No agents. 664670064 Mir-
iL230270@gmail.com

Torremolinos 

TORREMOLINOS La Colina: 2 bed, 
1 bath apartment, 8th floor very nice 
views, 160,000 Euros. 629555815 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

SELLING your Property? Honest 
valuations. Maximum exposure and 
Free Energy Certificate. 15 years 
successfully selling property on the 
Costa. Call 606526618 or email 
info@first4propertyspain.com No 
sale. No fee guaranteed 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

VARIOUS rental properties avail-
able starting from 400 euros/ month, 
longterm. Benalmádena - Marbella. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Mirador del Carvajal, 
8 month lease only, 2 bed apart-
ment, 2 bath, furnished, parking, 
sea views. 625 euros 
monthly.Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Benlmadena, town-
house, short term, 7 months let, 3 
bed, 2 bath, furnished, parking, great 
sea views. 750 euros monthly. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Torremuelle, 1 bed stu-
dio apartment, furnished, fantastic 
terrace with amazing seaviews. 600 
euros monthly. Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

BALCONES de Benalmadena: Big 3 
bedroom apartment, big terrace, 
panoramic sea views, beach front. 
Urb with pool parking. Bus from rail-
way station stops 50mts from the 
complex. 1400 Euros Month. (Long 
term) Call Nicky 633663881 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA, detached house, ter-
races, enclosed garden, 780 
euros/month.679111522 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

ALHAURIN Torre, Grande, Coin, Tor-
remolinos. Long term rentals. Apart-
ments, duplexes, urban and rural 
homes some with pools. Esme Julia 
629487762, 678457784 

COIN, country cottage, 2 bedrooms, 
garden, storage,390 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, center, 5 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms.450 
euros/month.679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

URB. Terrazas de Guadalmina. First 
floor; apartament 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathroom, 100 m 2; first line of Gua-
dalmina Golf Course: garage in-
cluyed. 1.100 euros month. 
605963207 

MARBELLA Banús, luxury 2-3 bed-
room apartment by Marina. Private 
garden. Pools, garage. Long-term 
let. Visit www.apartamentos-
banus.com reference "Garden".bra-
voelezovic@gmail.com 
34637439222 

BEACHSIDE townhouse Azalea 
Beach San Pedro, 4 beds 3 bath un-
furnished. No Pets. References es-
sential 1950pm 603112468 

Torremolinos 

PLAYAMAR apartment two bed-
rooms. 1200 euros month winter 
690740404 

Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 

WHAREHOUSE Malaga airport,200 
square meters + office+ bathroom 
+ parking, new alarm + cctv, 1250 
euros, 683339029 

ACCOMMODATION 

House / Flat Share 

WANTED person to share very pleas-
ant townhouse. Beachside between 
Puerto Banus and San Pedro. Excel-
lent location. Double bedroom with 
ensuite bathroom. Nice terrace. 
Pleasing views. Underground park-
ing. High Speed WiFi, TV. Share of 
kitchen, salon, dining. 500 Euros 
p/month. Phone 952634557 or 
email dmc248@gmail.com 

WANTED 1Room to rent, long-term, 
Marbella. Businessman, E-mail: 
stunts.peter@gmail.com  

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

SWIMMING pool heat pumps: Cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems. 
EnviroCare SL. All areas covered. 
Full guarantee. Over 20 years on the 
coast. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS..ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers.info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

SERVICES 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 
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PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

WINDOW and door replacement. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

I'M LOOKING for work: I'm quali-
fied & experienced builder, all ce-
ment work, plumbing, electricity, 
tilling. Construction of new roofs & 
replacement of old roofs, etc. Any 
kind of reforms. Small and big jobs 
guaranteed. Speak little English. 
663473631/ 643529338 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

Plumbers 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional painters & decorators. All 
aspects of interior & exterior work. 
Also kitchen/ furniture spraying. 
Call/ WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

STAN clean reliable painter, deco-
rator, plus wallpaper. Long term 
established on Coast with good 
recommendations. No job too 
small!! Free quote. 663424258 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952450348 

GERMAN Masterbuilder, tiling, 
painting, humidity problems, gen-
eral repairs. 677306774  

HOUSE or apartment. Inside and/or 
outside. We do all efficiently, cleanly 
and reasonably. Please call 
607693536 for a free estimate 

ALL TYPES of renovations, paint-
ing, construction. 951 390 260 
www.costarenovation.com 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del 
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141 
www.masterbuildspain.com... 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
670409759.  

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Boilers 

WATER heaters: Gas or electric. Over 
20 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com....... 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 36 years expe-
rience 

VISTA Home maintenance. No job 
too big or small, professional, reli-
able, trustworthy. Air-con, boilers, 
decorating plumbing & tiling, 
floor/terrace polishing, shutter re-
pairs, refurbishments. Call us for a 
no obligation quote. Office 
952867121 or 628983250 

Bathrooms 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 

Professional carpet and uphol-

stery cleaning, 27 years experi-

ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 

reliable service. 

678808837/952669701 or email 

acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 

cleaned as well as all carpets. 

685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing, 
lasting, high shine. Regrinding, 
restoration of salty, dead floors. 
Cyril, 634455064 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-

tic jointing, strips between the glass 

curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 
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UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952 667 559  

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

ENGLISH 24/7 Locksmith/Safe 
Engineers. Established 2004. Call 
Daren or Mick 952660233-
667668673-636770865 www.se-
curityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

SOLAR Domestic Hot Water Sys-
tems: Quality installations. Over 20 
years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com...... 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR CONDITIONING. Quality in-
stallations, repairs and servicing. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Author-
ised installers under regulations: 
Real Decreto 115/2017. EnviroCare 
SL. www.envirocarespain.com 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. Author-
ised installers under regulations: 
Real Decreto 115/207..... www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the 
Costa Del Sol 952663141/ 
670409759 

FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves: 
info@envirocarespain.com..... 
www.envirocarespain.com. All ar-
eas covered. Established on the Costa 
Del Sol for over 20 years. 
952663141/ 670409759 

Property 
Management 

PROPERTY Managed, Maintained 
and rented. Plus video monitor 
your property on your mobile 
24/7. Call 647222295 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

WINDOW Cleaners: Commercial and 
Residential. La Cala/ Fuengirola. 
Everyday. Call Peter 603156987 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
629769136 www.windowcleaning-
donjose.com 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com   

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

CATERING services for Christmas 
and New Year as well as parties, wed-
dings, children´s parties and cor-
porate. Menus for all tastes and budg-
ets : canapés, hog roast, paellas, for-
mal dining and can include tables, 
chairs, bar, waiters etc. Contact 
Heather at Fiestasol info@fiestasol 
657214831 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Insurance 

Accountants 

NEW SERVICE for non-resident 
property owners. File your yearly 
tax return (form 210) online from 
the comfort of your home 
www.taxesinspain.com 

MALAGA Expat Consulting - Pa-
perwork Assistance, (NIE, Resi-
dencia, Driving Licence Renewal, 
Car Transfer, Doctor Registrations, 
Translation, Property Rental Li-
cense and more), Relocation Ad-
vice. Outstanding service at com-
petitive rates. Call Irina Saltmarsh 
687 733 743 www.malagaex-
pat.com 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

 FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to raise funds against your 
home in Spain for property reforms, 
debt consolidation, liquidity pur-
poses or Self Build finance? We have 
alternatives to high street Banks 
which offer bespoke solutions! Call 
us or visit www.fluentfinance-
abroad.com for more information. 
+ 34 952961952 or email info@flu-
entfinanceabroad.com. Visit our San 
Pedro office 

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see 
if you can SAVE MONEY or better 
your terms by changing Spanish lend-
ers. Do you have an old interest only 
mortgage which needs to be refi-
nanced? Contact Marc  952853647, 
melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com or visit www.fluentfi-
nanceabroad.com 

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

WORKING Investment Partner 
sought to join newly established Vir-
tual Reality Entertainment Com-
pany. Currently operating through-
out Andalucia and looking to con-
solidate and expand. You will have 
commercial awareness, enthusiasm 
and drive and be able to communi-
cate in English and Spanish. Mini-
mum investment 50k Euros. gor-
donsvilla@gmail.com 

QUALIFIED hairdresser and barber 
required to rent chairs, great op-
portunity to start a growing busi-
ness in a top class salon in Mijas Golf 
648211743 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furniture. 
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also 
removals. Steve 722306194 

GUITAR collection for sale. Gibson 
LP custom, Fender strat, acoustics 
and amplifiers. 952795389 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 

MAN & VAN Big/ small removals, 
clearances. 100% reliable. Ikea col-
lection/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  
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2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Este-
pona. David 696810618 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK DEC 21ST. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

MAN WITH big van, removals, 20 
Euros/ hour. Also house clearance. 
Ikea runs. 609321958 

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB 
Van Focus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic to 
classic. Spanish, English, Dutch plated. 
Call 951977329/ 606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

PHONE me first or last, but phone 
me! Wanted UK cars, vans, mo-
torhomes. I pay more!!! Chris 
660366033 

VW PASSAT 1.9 2013, 195,000kms, 
as new. 5 doors. 13,500 Euros. ONO. 
629555815 

SAAB Convertible 2007, 12 months 
MOT, taxed. Gray/ Black leather, 
Black wheels. 1,750 Euros ONO. 
660366033 

FORD Transit high-top, LWB, 2006, 
taxed and tested till May. 1,400 
Euros ONO. 660366033 

ELECTRIC: Nissan Leaf Acenta 24 
kWh, battery rental, 12/2013, pearl-
white, 35750 km, 12.900, 678 292 
198 

MERCEDES E250 CBI AMG Sports, 
automatic, convertible. Azur Blue. 
Green leather seating. 33,000miles. 
Service History just serviced. Span-
ish plates RHD. Immaculate condi-
tion. 22,500 Euros. 650679123/ 
952838167 

CLASSIC Mercedes 500SL 1992 This 
rare car has a new ITV, auto roof, 
FSH, colour Anthracite, drives like 
a dream, must sell, reduced from 
9.550 euros to 8.000 euros. Tel. 
952113482   620249232 

PEUGEOT 306,1.9 Diesel, ITV June 
2019. Many new parts including new 
clutch. 625 euros. Reduced for quick 
sale. 671 945178  

DO YOU live in Paris or Barcelona? 

Are you tired of those unemployed 

zombies blocking the road? Get them 

out of the way with a 1981 Diesel 

BMR Pegaso Armoured Tank 6x6 

Tyres at 80%, 5 roof hatches, excel-

lent condition 35.000 Cunild & Co, 

Puerto Banus, 951770906 www.cu-

nildco.com

Repairs 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Spares / Accessories 

LOCKABLE roof bars Thule aerody-
namic aluminium WingBar 100 euros 
ONO Alhaurin el Grande Call details 
633572791 

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CAR REGISTRATION registration 
hassle free. Don't drive illegally. Ask 
specialists before buying & regis-
tering to save tax. More info 
www.meexpress.net 952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

PUERTO Banús  8M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain can help you hire 
and keep quality staff quickly and 
cost effectively. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com  

JOBFINDER Spain can help you find 
your ideal job. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

BECOME an accredited professional 
TEFL English teacher: www.thetefl-
centre.com info@theteflcentre.com 
639196855 

NOW HIRING! Part time Adminis-
trative Assistant.Email: jobs@local-
soft.net  

BOUWERSGIDS.BE zoekt Belgische 
en Nederlandse televerkopers om 
ons product te promoten. Hoge ver-
diensten en wekelijkse betalingen. 
Info: 685855297 www.bouwers-
gids.be of info@bouwersgids.be 

LISTER Real Estate agency located 
in Mijas Costa and operative on the 
entire Coast is looking for Experi-
enced Lister. The candidate must 
speak English and Spanish fluently. 
Fixed salary and high commission 
scheme for the right candidate. 
Please send CV: info@buenavista-
homes.eu and/or call 951484500 

MARBELLA&CO, Real estate agency 
in Marbella. We are looking for an 
office manager for leading our team. 
You need being fluent in English and 
good in Spanish, having experience 
within real estate. We offer you be-
ing part of a very professional and 
successful team. Send applications 
to: ez@marbellaco.com marked with 
OM 

TWEETALIGE aankoopmedewerker 
gezocht voor hulp bij aankoop van 
classic cars regio Andalusie . Geen 
ervaring vereist. Werktijden over-
een te komen . Zeer goede verdien-
sten ! info@euro-automotive.be  

ACADEMY in Benalmadena looking 
for experienced qualified TEFL 
teacher. Must enjoy working with 
children. Please send CV to: victo-
riahalton@gmail.com 

WE ARE hiring Videogame Testers 
(all languages). Tel. 952028080 
www.localsoftgames.com 

SALES & customer service staff 
wanted. Holiday resort in estepona. 
must be fluent english speaking . 
Real estate experience desirable. 
no timeshare workers. £40,000 
per year + commission (basic in-
cluded). UK based paid training 
(expenses paid) . Send cv tona-
than@luxurylodges.com for more 
information 

DENTAL assistant, experience not 
necessary, full training provided, 
English+Spanish fluent, requested 
for leading Dental Clinic in Marbella. 
CV to: info@dentalmarbella.com 

EXPERIENCED sales professional 
required. Marketing company re-
quires high caliber dynamic indi-
viduals with a resilient, tenacious 
and positive can do attitude. Money 
motivated to achieve and exceed an 
OTE of 50-75k. In the first instance 
apply with a cover letter indicating 
your suitability and C.V: 
info.mmbmarketing@gmail.com or 
call 698444645 

Situations Wanted 

LOOKING for job as assistant carer 

for elderly people. Full/ part time. 

Speak Spanish, English, Lithuanian, 

Russian. 611279228 

RESPONSIBLE woman with expe-

rience in cleaning, taking care of 

children, loves pets. 634455454 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921
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PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

ONLY 100 Euros per couple! A 
Complete Evening including Din-
ner with wine, DJ and Christmas 
Dance hits, and twin room for the 
night. Hotel Tamisa Golf for one 
night only 22nd December. This 
fantastic Christmas offer all in-
clusive, a perfect way to celebrate 
without costly taxis home. First 
come first serves offer! reser-
vas@hoteltamisagolf.com 

Counsellors 

PROFESSIONAL Counsellor Degree 
in psychology English speaking spe-
cializing anxiety  panic attacks, child 
development & grief Benalmadena 
651431026 952567299 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

TAKE a break.. Enjoy the benefits 
of relaxing massages. 623156610 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

MARBELLA titled chiropractor and 
massage therapeutic. Chinese tech-
niques. Portable massage beds. 
Monik 686740661 

FUENGIROLA: Japanese, Thai, 
Swedish, Bali massage. Anti-stress 
therapy. 600231544 

NEXT to San Pedro. professional 
and relaxing massage. polish lady. 
603105196  

THAI woman. Professional mas-
sages. Benalmádena Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Appointments. Whatsapp. 
612210289 

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. 622231133 

BENALMADENA: Professional 
massage, lumbar, back, clay, 
chocolate. From 30E. 608181791. 
beaprinc.wixsite.com/zen-
realmmassage 

THERAPEUTIC relief, anti-stress 
massage. Previous appointment. 
Estepona center. Laura 605801466 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard +447813944146 

Others 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC 1/2 full pack no internet no 
contract just need 80cm dish one 
off pay full full sky pack IPTV inter-
net and all europeens channels no 
dish no contract paye as you go best 
IPTV in the marcket/ satélite real-
ligment internet wifi inprouvement 
all type leed lcd tv repairs/ power 
failure electrical rewiring video se-
curity camera . all coast corerage 
full furanteed José Sotto Since 1973. 
952 443 838. 670 44 38 38 Email 
josesotto@ono.com 

GOLF 
FOR SALE golf share in Atalaya Golf 
& Country Club. Call 
00447899955262  

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. info@daytona.es 
or call 952667395 Los Boliches 

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

PC DOCTOR New address!!! Paseo 
Jesus Santos Rein 11 Fuengirola, 
opposite Tourist Office. 952 591 
071 

PC DOCTOR Nos mudamos!! Desde 
el 7 de Diciembre nuestra nueva di-
rección sera Paseo Jesus Santo Rein, 
enfrente Oficina de Turismo y cerca 
de las oficinas Aseguradora IBEX, a 
tres minutos andando de donde es-
tamos ahora. ¡Ven a vernos pronto! 

Websites 

WEB DESIGN. Local SEO. Logo & 
Graphic Design. Branding & Social 
Media. Visit: thetruelocals.com 

CLASSES 
HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH in your home. Speak Span-
ish from the first lesson. Qualified 
Spanish teacher. Ideal method for 
beginners. Fast, easy and effective. 
All levels. West coast and inland. 
628 578 645 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES  German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees, 
vaccinated,microchip, info 
619464515 or 609535857, 
wwwcoroninas.com 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

STEFANIE'S Kennels and Cattery, 
Estepona. Excellent facilities, es-
tablished 1986. Viewing most wel-
come. 952790943 www.stefani-
eskennels.com 

Pet Transport 

LOOK no further for your pet trans-
port. We offer a service to travel 
with/ without your pets/ furniture. 
Pets from 295 pounds including vet 
checks. Various vehicles cater for 
your needs. 952596213, 
665150227 spainukspain.com 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 

Others 

HOUSE Sitting & Pet Sitting, Dog 
walking; etc Benalmadena; Torre-
molinos and surrounding area. Tel: 
631880235 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. A lion 2. A two-headed 
eagle 3. A griffon 4. A wolf

What creature is on the golden 
Flemish flag?

1. Cook strait 2. Dardanelles 
3. Mona Passage 4. Suez canal

Hellespoint is the old name for 
which narrow sea strait?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11325 

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

In a week full of enthusiasm and 

optimism you really feel at home in your 

own skin. All around you people are 

looking forward, not back.  

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Showing your emotions needs to be 

tempered this week. Keep it genuine 

and heartfelt. Although you may 

tolerate irritating people, remember 

that your reactions could upset others                                                                                                            

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

A sudden urge to splash the cash comes 

over you at the weekend. This could be 

due to bad planning. Maybe too late to 

look for bargains?    

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

A joint venture with your friend or 

partner in the New Year needs some 

organising now. As does a holiday treat 

for an older relative.     

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

What starts out as a duty can easily 

turn into a joy if you throw yourself 

behind it. Meeting someone with 

much in common with you at the 

weekend is fun.   

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Investing in the future is to be 

welcomed. Maybe you could combine a 

holiday next year with a business 

opportunity? 

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Be prepared for some attention of the 

romantic kind even if you are not 

seeking it. This time of year always sees 

you at your charming best and sought 

out by friends and family.  

 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Living in the moment and giving all of 

your attention to loved ones is 

essential. Forget work and worries and 

get into the spirit of the holiday period.         

 

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

You expect perfection and nothing less 

than the best is good enough. Deep in 

your own heart, however, you know 

that the greatest gift is being with those 

you love. Someone could turn up at last.  

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Although you like a bit of adrenaline, 

disagreements should be put aside. 

Memories are made of both a good and 

bad kind. Make yours good by being 

generous in spirit. 

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

With a new beginning already in your 

mind, others start seeing a change of 

tactics. Although you like to keep your 

little secrets, being open to suggestion 

this week raises a smile. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

When you accept that no-one is perfect 

you really start to relax. Keeping your 

own high standards is essential, of 

course. Even so, don’t expect everyone 

to fit into your mould. 

3 2 7 8

2 1

1 8 9 5

1 5 4 3

4 9 2

9 7 1

3 4 8 6

5

4 8 9 6 2

 Across  Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruisers  

Submarines

Destroyers
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down

WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer : A lion. 
Of interest: The creature on the 
Flemish flag is a lion rampant sable. 
Although the lion has been in use 
for almost nine hundred years as 
the arms of the Count of Flanders, it 
only became the official symbol of 
the Flemish Community in 1973.   
Answer: Dardanelles. 
Of interest: The Dardanelles, also 
known in antiquity as the 
Hellespont, is a narrow, natural 
strait  in northwestern Turkey that 
forms part of the continental 
boundary between Europe and Asia, 
and separates Asian Turkey from 
European Turkey.

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is R. Flanders, 
Waterloo, Bosworth. All 
names of battles.

In memory of the peseta

Language Crossword

Last week:  
Marbella    

The statue called La Bella del Mar is 
situated in a fountain in the Avenida de 
Ramón y Cajal and is a tribute to the 
hard work by many people to turn 
Marbella into the ‘jewel of the 
Mediterranean’. It was created in 
bronze by sculptor Amador Braojos.

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Norwegian Spirit       21/12               Funchal             Alicante               07.00            17.00 

Aidamar                       25/12               Arrecife           Cartagena              10.00            19.30 

Mein Schiff 2              29/12              Gibraltar            Valencia               07.00            21.30 
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:: ANTONIO JAVIER LÓPEZ 

MALAGA. When they paint on the 
ground, there is nothing slapdash 
about it. They do it carefully in two 
phases, using different materials to 
guarantee the final result. However, 
between one step and the next it is 
essential to leave it for 24 hours to 
dry, and that week it rained in 
Malaga.  

“It was pretty tense at times... 
luckily the weather cleared up for 
long enough for everything to turn 
out alright,” says Pablo Purón, one 
of the founders of Boa Mistura. 

This group of artists has just fin-
ished its impressive work in one of 
the courtyards at La Térmica, the 
cultural centre on the outskirts of 
Malaga. The project is called ‘El patio 
del tiempo’ and it is an invitation 
to introspection, a life with a slower 
biorhythm. “What we always try 
to do with these works is reinforce 
the identity of the places and bring 
them new meaning, give them 
more value than some of them have 
at present,” says Purón about the 
work, which covers 400 square me-
tres and was carried out with the sup-
port of the Cervezas Alhambra beer 
company. 

The lattice work of Granada’s Al-
hambra, twinned with the La Térmica 
mosaics, inspired Boa Mistura to carry 

out the project in the arts centre 
owned by the provincial government. 
It won’t be their last visit, either. 

 “We’re going to work on the so-
cial aspect of the centre, something 
that all the members of Boa Mistura 

are very involved with. There are 
two other courtyards and our aim 
is for the artists to do something 
in the main building and finish this 
series of patios,” says the director 
of La Térmica, Salomón Castiel.  

For Castiel, this first project by  
Boa Mistura “is going to mark a be-
fore and after at La Térmica, be-
cause it highlights areas which were 
used a great deal, but were seen as 
addons because of the importance 
of the main building, but now they 
will have a life of their own. It’s 
impressive to see this horizontal 
art on the ground and something 
like this in such a large space. 
Really, it’s not just enriching, it is 
remarkable,” he says about ‘El patio 
del tiempo’.  

Boa Mistura are delighted by the 
idea, says Pablo Purón. “It would 
be a real honour, because the build-
ing is fantastic and what goes on 
inside, with all the cultural activi-
ties, is spectacular. Anything we can 
do to support this epicentre of cul-
ture in the city is wonderful, as far as 
we are concerned. Whenever they 
call us from La Térmica, we’ll be ready 
to come, with our cases already 
packed,” he says. 

An air of the Alhambra on the patio floor

Boa Mistura’s first project at La Térmica covers more than 400 square metres. :: SUR

A group of artists has just finished an impressive project, giving life to a  courtyard at La Térmica 


