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A tonne of
cocaine found
hidden in avocado
shipment in Vélez

Police seized the drugs,
with a possible street value
of 160 million euros,
during a warehouse raid

National Police officers arrested four
men and seized nearly a thousand
kilos of cocaine in Vélez-Malaga ear-
lier this month. The drugs were hid-
den in a shipment of avocados that
had come into Spain via the port of
Algeciras from South America. Pé

Malaga pick up avital
derby win as attentions
start to turn to the winter
break and January
reinforcements eszass

What's behind our
seasonal traditions?
Read about the history of
Santa Claus and Spain’s
sweet turron p22a4s

Huelva murder renews
calls for harsher prison
sentences in Spain

The confessed killer
of a 26-year-old
teacherhad a
previous murder
conviction

The death of 26-year-old Laura
Luelmo, in the Huelva village
where she had recently moved to
take up a teaching job, has sparked
demands for more convicted crimi-
nals in Spain to be given life sen-
tences. Luelmo’s neighbour, 50-
year-old Bernardo Montoya, who
confessed to killing the young

woman on his arrest this week, had
been in prison since 1995, serving
sentences for murder and armed
robbery, and was released in Octo-
ber. The case has revived the de-
bate over Spain’s controversial re-
visable full life prison sentence in-
troduced in 2015, which some say
violates human rights. P13
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Christmas means business

Restaurants, bars, hotels and shops are benefiting from tourismin
Malaga and the thousands of people who come every day to enjoy the
Christmas light show in the historic city centre

JUAN
SOTO

Twitter: @JJSotoT

“This year we’re swapping the Christ-
mas lights in Madrid for the ones in
Malaga. Come and enjoy some fes-
tive spirit beside the sea”, said the
publicity. Christmas business in
Malaga city crosses frontiers these
days, and the interest in its lights,
nativity scenes, spectacular musical
show and gastronomy goes beyond
the boundaries of the province. Even
beyond Andalucia, in fact.

In Almadén, a small village in Ciu-
dad Real, 280 kilometres and a four-
hour journey away, people have de-
cided to forgo their traditional visit
to the Spanish capital and come to
Malaga instead. Leidy Pérez, the
head of the agency which has or-
ganised the trip, says this is the first
time they have decided to come
south and the reason is that “itis a
really good show and Malaga is well
worth seeing at this time of year”.

It has become fashionable to
spend Christmas in Malaga, and not
just because the council says so or
because of trips like this one by these
150 people from Ciudad Real. The
growing interest in the city as a tour-
ist destination and the thousands of
people who come to the historic city
centre every day to enjoy its Christ-
mas spirit is welcomed by hotel, res-
taurant and shop owners, because
their level of business shoots up at
this time of year. With hotels 80 per
cent full on average, restaurants busy

with company meals, get-togethers
by groups of friends and bars open-
ing at midday to attract these cli-
ents, there is no doubt that Christ-
mas is big business in Malaga.

The Preview of Christmas Spend-
ing 2018, a report drawn up by the
Consumers Union of Andalucia, con-
cludes that families in Malaga will
spend an average of 511 euros this
Christmas, making it one of the
provinces which spends most. In
fact, the figure is well above the An-
dalusian average, which is barely
478 euros. Of the money spent,
most goes on gifts and toys (174
euros), followed by entertainment
(151).

Looking at Spain as a whole, a
study by Deloitte shows that peo-
ple are spending about 600 euros at
Christmas, which is more than ever
before and higher than anywhere
else in Europe apart from the UK.
Although the British spend more
overall, more of their money goes
on gifts and less on entertainment
and travel. In Spain, it is the other
way round.

In the leisure sector, the bars and
restaurants of Malaga are expected
to do best out of the festive season.
Although different studies are car-
ried out at this time of year, the most
detailed one shows that 30 per cent
of clients plan to spend more on
lunches and dinners this year. Ac-
cording to El Tenedor, the average
spend is between 25 and 35 euros.
Specifically, the report shows that
consumers are prepared to spend
up to 45 euros, which is ten per cent
more than last year. It also shows
that group bookings are double those
during the rest of the year and have
increased by 20 per cent compared

with the same time last year. About
87 per cent of restaurants are ex-
pecting more group bookings dur-
ing this Christmas period.

For business owners in the city,
Christmas begins in earnest this
weekend. The public holidays ear-
lier this month were also very busy,
but bar and restaurant staff are ex-
pecting to be rushed off their feet
over the next two weekends.

The president of the Malaga Hos-
teleria association, Javier Frutos,
says Christmas is one of the three
busiest times of year for this sector,
together with the week of the an-
nual fair and Easter. “What happens
is that this celebration is longer than
the others and people spend more,”
he explains.

Although no specific figures can
be predicted, turnover is expected
to increase by at least one per cent
this year. “Not just because of peo-
ple attending company dinners,
but also those who come to the
city centre to see the lights and
nativity scenes and have some-

thing to eat and drink while
they’re here,” says Javier.

Pull effect

He also says the main change which
hasbeen noted in the city in recent
years has been in consumption. The
light show introduced by the coun-
cilin Calle Larios has a strong pull
effect and many people, residents
and tourists, who come to see it,
end up having a meal or tapas in
bars or restaurants in the city cen-
tre. “Christmas comes as a great re-
lief for us because things are very
quiet for the couple of weeks after
the two public holidays, so Christ-
mas is a way of ending the year on
a good note,” he explains.

This increased activity in the city
before the arrival of Santa Claus and
then the Three Kings also has a clear
effect on job creation. The Randstad
temporary work agency estimates
that 4,250 contracts have been
signed in Malaga this season, nearly
nine per cent more than last year
and it expects the number of tem-
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porary jobs to hit a new record, not
only in the province but in Anda-
lucia and Spain as a whole. Of the
total, more than half (2,500) the
contracts signed have been in the
bar and restaurant sector.

This changing trend is also being
noted by hotels. Francisco Moro, the

One of the best
places in the world
to spend Christmas

It doesn’t snow, in fact the
weather is likely to be warm and
sunny and not at all wintry, but
Malaga city is one of the best
places in the world to spend
Christmas. And it’s not just local
residents who think so. Apart
from being designated the best

place to enjoy a sunny Christmas
by European Best Destinations
and being included as such by
the Rumbo portal, eDreams, one
of the biggest online travel agen-
cies, says bookings in Malaga
have risen by 36 per cent com-
pared with last year. In terms of
Spanish rivals, it is beaten only
by Barcelona, with an increase
of 50 per cent, and Seville, at 38
per cent.

Surveys show that most peo-
ple in Spain prefer to remain in

their own country at Christmas
and New Year, but many of those
who do decide to go abroad like
to travel a long way, including
the USA, Argentina and Colom-
bia. For those who travel else-
where in Europe for the festive
season, studies show that the
most important aspects they
take into consideration are
safety (78%), cost (78%), the cli-
mate (58%) and culture (57%), as
well as the wish to explore new
places (27%).

De Cottal _.aw

v Property-Buying, Selling and Renting

v Holiday & Tourist Rental Licences
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Festive atmosphere in Calle Caldereria.

head of Aehcos, the hotel owners as-
sociation of the Costa del Sol, says oc-
cupancy is now above 80 per cent at
this time of year, and many establish-
ments are full on the most important
dates: “Malaga has seen a big change
in the past three or four years,” he says,
and he believes it is due to a combina-

NITO SALAS

tion of factors. “The new Christmas
lights, which everyone loves, plus the
gastronomy, the shopping, the
weather... This time of year is no longer
low season, it is medium-high season
these days.”

It is almost impossible to find a
hotel with a room free for Christ-

mas Eve or New Year’s Eve. Accord-
ing to the reservations portal Book-
ing.com, occupancy on 24 Decem-
ber is around 85 per cent, and 95
per cent on 31 December. Those
who are spending New Year’s Eve
in the historic city centre are likely
to be spending on average 300
euros per couple (as much as 600
in some of the the newer, more
luxurious hotels).

For Malaga council, the festive
season can also be quantified. The
decorations in Calle Larios and other
emblematic areas of the city have
cost 733,211 euros, a figure which
rises to one million if the decora-
tions in the districts further out are
taken into account. It is justified,
they say, because the city is becom-
ing world famous and it generates
more income than ever before at this
time of year.

The councillor for Festivals, Teresa
Porras, is proud of the amount of
money which hasbeen spent in the
city since the new Christmas lights
and music show were introduced.
“The hotels are full, there is no room
in the restaurants and coaches arrive
every day from other parts of the
province,” she says. As if that were
not enough, this year Malaga has been
chosen as the best city in which to
spend a sunny Christmas by the Euro-

IN CONTEXT
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euros is the average amount
spent by Malaga families
over Christmas, according
to a study by the Consumers
Union. Most of the money
will be spent on buying toys
and on entertainment.

733.211

euros has been spent by
Malaga council on the
Christmas lights in Calle
Larios and other parts of
the city centre. The
amount rises to one mil-
lion euros when the lights
in other districts are taken
into account.

80%

is the average occupancy
of hotels in Malaga city
over the Christmas pe-
riod, although most are
full on the most impor-
tant dates. Staying in a
hotel in the historic city
centre for New Year’s Eve
can cost up to 600 euros.
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pean Best Destinations organisation.

More New Year's Eve parties
Nightclubs are another feature of
the Christmas business in Malaga,
and at this time of year they are busy
with group bookings. The vice-presi-
dent of the Andalusian federation
for bar and nightclub owners, Juan
Rambla, says the last weeks of the
year are a “big boost for business”
because they can open at times
which they normally wouldn’t.
More and more clubs are now or-
ganising New Year’s Eve parties.

Rambla agrees that the city’s
Christmas lights have played an im-
portant role in this change, because
so many people come to see them.
“They attract visitors to the city cen-
tre, and then they feel festive. It’s not
like an ordinary day,” he says.

Nowadays, everyone is talking
about Malaga. As well as the Euro-
pean Best Destinations award, the
Rumbo portal also says it is an essen-
tial destination at this time of year,
and one of the most popular in
Europe. The light show in Calle Larios
has become “an icon for the festive
season in Andalucia, Spain and even
Europe”, it says, and points out that
bookings have risen by 19.7 per cent
this year. Christmas in Malaga is now
a fully-fledged business.
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Four pupils are injuredinalab
explosion during a science class

Those affected were
transferred to Malaga
children’s hospital, where
two stayed under
observation and onein
intensive care

:: CHARO MARQUEZ

ESTEPONA. Four pupils aged 12 to
13 suffered burns last Friday in an ex-
plosion during a science class at May-

fair Academy International, in the
Atalaya Park area between Estepona
and Marbella.

The alarm was raised at the private
international school about 2pm when
the pupils were carrying out an ex-
periment in a laboratory under the
supervision of a teacher that they had
carried out many times before.

After the explosion, four female
pupils were taken to the Costa del Sol
hospital and then onto Malaga chil-
dren’s hospital.

Hospital sources explained later
that one was sent home, two were
kept under observation and one was
in the intensive care unit with sec-
ond degree burns.

The teacher and another pupil also
suffered burns to their hands.

School sources said that pupils nor-
mally carry out experiments at this
age, “always with a teacher watch-
ing” and that last Friday they were
mixing three products that are regu-
larly used in their experiments.

CHRISTMAS BUS
TRIP TURNS INTO
LUCKY ESCAPE
FOR EMPLOYEES

Workers at a Malaga com-
pany were looking forward to
their annual seasonal geta-
way with colleagues, this
year to Ronda. But as the bus
was stopping to pick up in
Alora, it rolled back 20 me-
tres and fell off a five-metre
wall. The 25 inside had to be
rescued but nobody was seri-
ously injured.
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Arrests after San Pedro
and Benahavis bombs

MALAGA

i J. C./ A.F. There was some suc-
cess for the fightback against or-
ganised drug crime on the Costa
this week. Three Swedish nation-
als have been held over explosions
at a Benahavis villa and a San Pedro
industrial unit in October. They are
also linked to crimes in Sweden.

Twenty years for
parents of starved baby

MALAGA

iz A.F./ J. C. Acouple has been
sentenced to 20 years in prison for
the unlawful killing of their baby
girl through malnutrition. The sen-
tence confirms that the parents
knew they were underfeeding the
child, giving bottles with tiny
amounts of milk in.

Norwegian tourist has
lip bitten off in attack

MALAGA

i1 J.C. / AF. Police in Malaga are
hunting for a man who launched
an unprovoked attack on a 22-year-
old Norwegian tourist earlier this
month. The man said he was sur-

prised in the street by his attacker
late at night while looking for his
hotel and had part of his lip and
chin bitten off, without the at-
tacker saying a word. Police have
been unable to find the attacker,
and although the victim chose to
return home with his family, the
investigation continues because
of the severity of the injury.

Sharing of threesome
photos leads to arrest

MALAGA
i1 J.C./ A.F. Whatstartedasa
game by a couple on dating app
Tinder to find an open-minded
woman has resulted in an arrest.
The man is accused of distrib-
uting images of the trio having
sex after being upset after the cou-
ple broke up. The woman com-
plained after her friends started
receiving the pictures.

Former Marbella mayor
backin the dock

MARBELLA

:2 SUR. Julidn Mufioz, mayor of Mar-
bella from 2002 to 2003, has been
in court again this week, this time
facing new charges. Mufioz is ac-
cused of awarding public contracts
without putting them out to ten-
der and hiring workers without go-
ing through the correct procedures.
He faces 11 years in jail and damages
of 2.25 million euros.

Merry Christmas &

Happy New Year

from all of us at Blevins Franks
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If you ever had the feeling that you
have spent half your working life
just paying tax, you are not far
wrong. What with income tax,
national insurance/social security,
capital gains tax, VAT, council tax,
excise duties and so on, a
considerable amount of our
hard-earned income gets diverted to
the taxman each year.

Even if you are lucky enough to be
retired, you are still faced with tax
on your savings, investments and
pensions, not to mention the amount
payable in VAT each year. Having
paid so much tax all your life, you
will not want to pay any more tax
than necessary. Whether you are
working or retired, tax planning is
an important part of protecting your
wealth,

The tax burden of typical workers
in the EU

Each year, the Institut Economique
Molinari, measures and compares
taxes payable across the 28 EU
member states. While it focuses on
employees and how much tax and
social security they pay, it illustrates
the general tax burden of each
country and how they compare to
each other.

The study calculates a “tax
liberation day” for each member
state, indicating how much of a
year’s work is devoted to paying
taxes, as well as the average “real
tax rate” for employees there.

The 2018 results reveal that, on
average, taxes are actually going
down — but only slightly. For the
fourth year in a row, the average real
tax rate for typical workers in the
EU reduced, falling 0.3% to 44.5%.

However, the report highlights that
Europe’s ageing population is
putting pressure on pension and
healthcare spending for
governments throughout the bloc.
This does not bode well for future
tax cuts; as the population ages,
there are fewer people in
employment to pay for these costs,
leaving taxpayers to plug the gap.
With under half the EU’s 508
million citizens in the labour force,
the report concludes that “economic
growth remains European workers’
best hope against tax increases in
the near term”.

How does Spain fare?

According to the study, Spain’s tax
freedom day fell on 8th June,

placing it eighth in the rankings.
This means that Spanish employees
worked for 159 days of the year just
to pay their tax bill. While this is the
same as the last two years, it is a
long way off the 19th May tax
freedom day enjoyed back in 2011.

The average gross salary in Spain is
€34,111, but after the real tax rate of
43.31%, workers in the country are
only left with €19,337 to spend on
themselves and their families.

The country with the latest tax
freedom day this year is once again
France. With the highest real tax
rate of 56.73%, the symbolic date
when French workers stopped
paying tax was well over halfway
through the year, landing on 27th
July.

Cyprus continues to have the
earliest tax freedom day on 27th
March — two weeks ahead of
runner-up Malta on 10th April.

What about the UK?

According to the study, the UK’s tax
freedom day comes fourth, landing
on 8th May, with a real tax rate of
35.08%.

However, many think tanks
undertake their own research to
calculate  their country’s tax
freedom day, wusing different
methodologies. While the Institut
Economique Molinari looks at
income tax, social security
contributions and VAT, the UK’s
Adam  Smith  Institute  (ASI)
measures the entire tax fake,
including taxes that do not come
directly out of the earner’s pocket.
This approach places the UK date
three weeks later.

The ASI calculates that the 2018 UK
tax freedom day landed on 29th
May — three days more than the year
before, and the latest date since
comparable records began in 1995.

What does
taxpayers?

this mean for

These remain taxing times for
taxpayers, and not just for workers,
as retirees are also faced with higher
taxes. Of course, the study is just
indicative of the average taxpayer in
each country — higher earners will
generally have a later tax freedom
day.

In many cases, there are steps you
can take to lighten your tax burden,

Specialist pension solutions

for UK expatriates in Spain.

Blevins Franks specialises in cross-border wealth management and can

provide personalised, UK regulated pension advice, including QROPS.

If you are thinking of transferring your pension out of the UK, you may
wish to take action now in case the UK extends its 25% Overseas Transfer
Charge post Brexit. We can help you with all your pension options,

including the tax implications in Spain.

Keep an eye on the Blevins Franks website for

Brexit news - www.blevinsfranks.con

v/brexit and

I

When is your tax freedom day?

By Steven Langford, Partner, Blevins Franks

especially on  your  capital
investments and pensions. While we
all have to pay our share of taxes,
cross-border taxation is highly
complex; do not risk getting it
wrong or paying more than you
have to. Take personalised,
specialist advice on the compliant
tax mitigation opportunities
available in Spain and the UK — you
may be surprised at how you can
improve your tax situation.

All advice received from Blevins
Franks is personalised and provided
in writing. This article, however,
should not be construed as
providing any personalised taxation
or investment advice.
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HERE AND THERE

Police identify petrol
station robber

TORRE DEL MAR

it A. P. National Police officers
say they have identified the per-
son who threatened a female
member of staff at a petrol sta-
tion in Torre del Mar last Friday
morning and escaped with the
money he took from cash regis-
ter. It is not known how much
money was in the till at the time.
The incident happened at around
8am at the Repsol petrol station
on the N-340 at the entrance to
the town near Mercadona.

Playmobil park to
open by end of year

RINCON DE LA VICTORIA

:: E. P.Rincon de la Victoria town
hall announced earlier this week
that work has started to the play-
ground next to the central Plaza
de la Constitucion, to build the
town’s first Playmobil children’s
play area. The theme of the new
playground is Playmobil’s Wild
West, complete with ‘Wanted’
posters. The town’s mayor, Fran-
cisco Salado, said earlier this
week that the new play equip-
ment will be ready to use “by the
end of the year”.
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Police uncover a tonne of cocainein  [fglanasetto

receive EU

a shipment of avocados in Vélez fundingto
provide free WiFi
in public places

The drugs and organised

crime department say that - E cC.

it is the second biggest
haul in the province this
year, after 6.3 tonnes were
found in October

FRIGILIANA. Frigiliana is the
only place in Malaga province to
have been chosen as part of a Euro-
pean Union initiative to provide
free WiFi in public places.

A further 40 towns and villages
have been selected in Andalucia
and in total 223 towns or villages
in Spain are participating.

The project, known WiFi4EU,
aims to give residents and visitors
to the selected towns and villages
free internet access in public
spaces, such as town halls, librar-
ies, tourist information centres
and museumns and will also extend

:: J. CANO / A. FRIAS

VELEZ-MALAGA. The drugs and
organised crime department of the
Costa del Sol’s National Police force
(Udyco) have revealed that at the
beginning of December one of the
province’s biggest cocaine hauls was
uncovered in a warehouse in Vélez-
Malaga.

Almost a tonne of the drug was

found by officers in a shipment of to outdoor areas.
avocados which had arrived into Al- A haul of cocaine was found in a banana shipment in October. :: sur In Frigiliana, the tourist infor-
geciras port from south America and mation centre is set to be the first
were destined for one of the Axar-  custody awaiting trial. million euros. place to receive the service, which
quia’s horticultural companies. The The find is the second biggest in The biggest haul was seized from will be rolled out over the next 18
National Police raided the premises Malaga province this year and one a warehouse in the Santa Teresa in- months.
following a tip-off. of the largest in the country. Police  dustrial estate in Malaga city in Oc- In return for a 15,000-euro in-
Four men, two of whom are Span-  sources have said that the value of tober. In an operation named vestment from the EU, Frigiliana
ish, one Moroccan and one Roma-  the cocaine is approximately 60 mil-  ‘Bananero’, 6.3 tonnes of cocaine town hall will have to find the
nian, have been arrested on suspi-  lion euros, although its street value, were found in a shipment of ba- money to maintain the service
cion of their involvement in the op-  once cut and mixed with other sub- nanas which had entered Europe and pay the internet provider for
eration and have beenremandedin  stances, could be anything up 160  via Portugal. atleast three years.

In total Spain is due to receive
40 million euros to carry out the

Missing Germanman
foundinSierraNevada

NERJA

:: E. C.A75-year-old German man
who has dementia was found by
police in the town of Guéja Si-
erra in the Sierra Nevada in Gra-
nada last Saturday. His family had
alerted police to his disappear-
ance after he went missing from
his home in the Fuente del Badén
area of Nerja the previous
Wednesday. The man had had a
car accident in the area. He was
taken to a hospital in Granada
city suffering from hypothermia
and multiple injuries.

project.

40,000 PEOPLE  §Za
ENJOYTORROX'S o
DIiA DE LAS MIGAS

Temperatures reached 22 de-
grees for the 40,000 people
who attended Torrox Pueblo’s
Dia de las Migas, which cele-
brated 37 years last Sunday.
The traditional dish of bread
crumbs fried with garlic was
served up with the local arri-
era salad and muscatel wine.
Journalist, Tofni Moreno, i : ; i . =
officially opened the day. SR ' ESCABEZAS

A Frigiliaha street. :: sur

SO MUCH MORE REHABILITATION
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Anger at plan to build Kingdom
Hall on land meant for a school

Parents’ groups say they
don't have a problem with
areligious building being
built but claim Marbella
urgently needs more
space for educational use

:: HECTOR BARBOTTA

MARBELLA. Parents in Marbella
have condemned the council for try-
ing to give away municipal land
meant for educational use to a new
place of worship for local Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Last week Marbella town
hall published plans for the 2,200-
square-metre plot of land in the El
Pinar II area of Rio Real, east of the
town centre.

The PGOU master plan allocates
almost all the plot for a school or
similar building. The lack of state
schools in the municipality haslong
been the subject of complaint from
parents, and although the piece of
land is too small for a full-sized
school, plans were drawn up in 2010
for a kindergarten for 160 children
but it was never built.

The plot of land is officially meant for educational use. :: JoseLE-LANZA

Ampas, the association of parents’
groups from local schools, said this
week, “We’ve nothing against a re-
ligious building being built, but we
do have a problem with it being built
on land for educational or social use.”

Opposition groups have also criti-
cised the plan, which is at its public
consultation stage, although a coun-

cil spokesperson said that other po-
litical parties had always known
about the plan and that it had still
to go to council for approval.

The current premises used as a
Kingdom Hall, in the centre of
Marbella, would be given to the
council to use for five years as part
of the deal.

Report commissioned to get to the
bottom of the jellyfish problem

:: NIEVES CASTRO

MARBELLA. The swarms of jel-
lyfish that disrupted the summer
for many beachgoers also harmed
anumber of businesses along the
shoreline.

In an attempt to find an environ-
mentally-friendly solution to the
problem, the authority represent-
ing the town halls of the western
Costa del Sol has commissioned Aula
de Mar, a local marine study centre,

to investigate the phenomenon with
aview to reducing the jellyfish’s im-
pact on the local economy.

The report needs to be ready by
April, so councils can take any ac-
tion ahead of the high season, and
aims to find out whether the swarms
that arrive periodically, disrupting
bathers, are naturally occurring or
due to external factors, such as sea
pollution or over fishing of the ma-
rine creatures’ normal food.

The building is in the La Represa park, in central Marbella. :: s-L

Marbella's new library set
for old Bonsai Museum site

Funding will come from
the EU as part of a 15-
million-euro injection for
projects in the town

:: MONICA PEREZ
MARBELLA. The building that
housed the recently-closed Bonsai
Museum, near Marbella’s old town,
is to be home to the town’s new
public library.

The town hall has put out to ten-
der the contracts to draw up plans
and to carry out the works, with a
total budget of two million euros.

The renovation of the existing
site is expected to be ready in 2020
and will include space for cultural
use by local residents, as well as
the library itself. As it will have of-
ficial “central library” status, it will
need to have atleast 15,000 books,
lending services, children’s section
and a community information area.

In total it will cover 1,600 square
metres, with around half the space
dedicated to the library.

The privately-owned bonsai col-
lection left the building earlier this
autumn when its contract wasn’t
renewed. It has been several years
since Marbella had a main library
after the previous one in the base-
ment of the town’s main market
was closed after water damage.

EU development funds

Half of the funds for the new li-
brary will come from EU money.
On Tuesday it was confirmed that
the council had won its bid for 15
million euros of EU development
cash to be spent on local projects
up to the end of 2023. The coun-
cil will put in an extra 20 per cent
of its own money.

Eight million euros of it will be
spent in next year’s budget. This
will include 481,000 euros on a
survey of how to spend the money
and its publicity campaign,
750,000 for three ‘green’ buses,
14,000 for a drone to survey the
streets and 75,000 for tablet com-
puters for the Local Police.

Kempinski
Hotel Bahia

MARBELLA ESTEFONA

Reservations recommended +34 952 809 502

 J

vana - 380€ D[

fs, live ertaim

dnight anc

nt, It

Hemingway party -

our' Chefs, then

*Children from 6 to 12 years of'age, 120€ at children's party

| reservation.estepona@kempinski.com |

Ctra. De Cadiz Km. 159, 29680 Estepona




December 21st to 27th 2018
SUR IN ENGLISH

ROLEX

THE GMT-MASTER |

Designed to display the time in two time zones simultaneously,
perfect for navigating a connected world in style.
It doesn't just tell time. It tells history.

OYSTER PERPETUAL GMT-MASTER I

| > E AL

MUELLE RIBERA - LOCAL M28 - PUERTO BANUS
Tel: 952 90 70 10 - www.idedljoyeros.com




10 | NEWS |

Lighting up hearts at Cudeca

Following the switch-on
of the hospice lights last
Friday, Cudeca plans to
take a thousand lights to
Malaga city next week

:: SUR

BENALMADENA. Cudeca founder
Joan Hunt OBE switched on the an-
nual display of Christmas lights at
the hospice during an evening of cele-
brations last Friday.

More than 300 people attended
the grand switch-on, each holding a
candle in memory of a loved-one. A
prayer of remembrance was followed
by a performance by Chilean tenor
Rodrigo Orrego. The Sunny View
School choir and A Touch of Class
also entertained visitors, while young-
sters enjoyed face-painting, a magi-
cian and a visit from Father Christ-
mas. The lights will be switched on
every night until 6 January. Anyone
wishing to “light a light” for a loved
one and write dedication is invited
to visit www.lightupcudeca.org.

Cudeca will be lighting up again
in memory of lost loved ones in
Malaga on Thursday 27 December.
Between 7 and 9pm volunteers and
staff from the hospice foundation
will be in the city’s Plaza de la Merced,
inviting members of the public to
write a card to put on a message tree.

Candles were lit outside the
Cudeca hospice last Friday. :: sur

In exchange for a donation, the
public can join in the lighting of 1,000
lights together at 9pm. This is the
fourth consecutive year that Cudeca
has held this event in the city.

All funds raised will go towards
covering the expenses of the care
given free of charge by Cudeca’s pro-
fessionals to more than 1,400 people
suffering cancer and other terminal
illnesses every year, as well as sup-
port for families.
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HERE AND THERE

Not long left for owners
to provide pet DNA

BENALMADENA

i1 I. G. The period for taking pets
to voluntarily register their DNA
in Benalmadena will come to an
end at the end of the month, the
town hall has reiterated.

“This is a necessary measure to
protect animals from being aban-
doned or stolen,” said mayor Vic-
tor Navas. “We are appealing to
pet owners to be responsible.”

The DNA profile, which can be
given at vets across the town, will
also help identify and fine own-
ers who don’t clean up after their
pets.

Fireworks awareness
campaign launched

MIJAS

:2 . G. Mijas council has launched
the campaign ‘Don’t buy, use or
sell pyrotechnics’ in order to in-
form the local population of the
stress fireworks, bangers and
other explosives can inflict on
both babies and pets.

“It is a problem especially at
this time of year,” said council-
lor Laura Moreno. “These items
cause a lot of stress to animals
and we have seen cases of them
trying to escape out of fear and
ending up badly hurt.”
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Parts of the Costa's most-populated
towns are sinking, says report

Torremolinos and
Benalmadena are two
towns affected and the
study puts the subsidence
down to local differences
in ground sediments

ALBERTO GOMEZ

Aninternational
team of experts, including research-
ers from the University of Malaga,
has confirmed subsidence of up to
6.5 millimetres a year in two areas
in Torremolinos and Benalmadena.
In Torremolinos it is the La Colina
area, to the east of the town, and in
Benalmadena, the Puerto Marina
leisure port that are both affected.

Data collected between 2015 and
2017 has been added to an original
study that identified the problem
between 1992 and 20009.

Experts are blaming the sinking
of the land on the draining of natu-
ral water supplies from the under-
ground channels flowing off the Si-
erra de Mijas mountains and in-
creasing property development,
both of which make the ground
compact.

Dr Pablo Jiménez Gavilan of the
university said that the earth com-
pacting is a widespread phenome-
non but is particularly pronounced
in these two areas in Torremolinos
and Benalmadena.

The team has asked the local coun-
cils of the two municipalities to pro-
vide information of any reported

The phenomenon is still under investigation by the experts. :: sur

subsidence damage to buildings.

“Benalmadena showed some in-
terest in collaborating but Torremo-
linos hasn’t even replied,” said Jimé-
nez, adding that there was no need
for any alarm.

Differences in the nature of ground
sediments are believed to be behind
variances in local subsidence rates.

Plan presented for new high-performance
hockey centre in Benalmadena

Backed by the
Andalusian Federation of
Hockey, the project
would put the town at
the forefront of the
Andalusian hockey scene

TONY BRYANT

Benalmadena
town hall has proposed a motion
for the creation of a new high-per-
formance hockey centre. Mayor of
Benalmadena, Victor Navas, and
the president of the Club de Hockey
de Benalmadena, Sergio Torralvo,
have presented their plan to the
regional government in a bid to
build one of the region’s most im-

portant hockey centres.

The mayor pointed out that the
project, which has the backing of
the Andalusian Federation of
Hockey, would benefit the town’s
hockey club.

The hockey club’s senior men’s
team were one of the first Andalu-
sian clubs to compete in the A Di-
vision, and they have become one
of the strongest teams in the
league.

The mayor also highlighted that
Benalmadena is the ideal location
to accommodate the new facility,
because it is well connected by air,
land and sea, and has “first class
hospital facilities and a prestige ho-
tel sector”.

“We believe that our municipal-

ity meets all the requirements and
has the potential to host a high-
performance hockey centre. This
would mean that national teams
and teams from other parts of the
world could come to Benalméddena
to train during the winter months,”
the mayor said.

Enhancing the sports facilities
in schools and the improvement
of its sports clubs has been one of
the town hall’s main priorities since
taking control in 2015.

Joaquin Villazén, councillor for
Sports, said, “The creation of a new
hockey centre is a step in the right
direction to support our local sport,
as it would put Benalmdadena at the
forefront of the Andalusian hockey
scene.”

n
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More than 100 bikers partici

Two-wheeled Santas
unite in Torremolinos
solidarity run

T. BRYANT. More than 100 bik-
ers dressed as Santa Claus descended
on Torremolinos last weekend in
order to participate in the IV Soli-
darity Toy Run.

In an event organised by local
motorcycle club, Komando Ami-
moto, and Torremolinos town hall,

the red and white cavalcade vis-
ited dozens of commercial outlets
in the town in order to collect gifts
for children at risk of social exclu-
sion. The convoy of Santas was
seen off by hundreds of well-wish-
ers, along with the mayor of Tor-
remolinos, José Ortiz.

The bikers collected more than
400 toys and gifts, which will be
distributed among several associa-
tions and foundations that offer
support to local underprivileged
families.

Council asks foreigners
to officially register

I. G.The mayor of Benalmadena,
Victor Navas, has launched a cam-
paign to get foreign residents to
register on the town hall census,
or ‘padrén’. In addition he wants
more people to register to vote in
next May’s municipal elections,
which is an additional form to fill
in once the “padrén” has been
completed.

The mayor, who was accompa-
nied by Ana Scherman, councillor
for Foreign Residents, explained
that some 30 per cent of the local
population is made up of foreign
nationals, and it was therefore
“very important” that they had
their say in the running of the
town hall.

He added that more people reg-
istering on the ‘padrén’ allows the
council to claim more money from
central government to improve
public services and gives access to
reduced local taxes and services.

For those already on the ‘pa-
drén’, an additional, simple form
is needed to get on the electoral
roll for those nationalities able to
vote. The deadline to register new
voters is 30 January.

The Bena

Puerto Marina dredging
contract up for grabs

I. G. Puerto Marina, the leisure
port in Benalmadena, is set to be
dredged of silt and sand for the first
time since 2011.

The council-owned operating
company is putting the final
touches to the tender document
for bids to carry out the work. An
expected 40,000 cubic metres of
sand is expected to be removed
from the water alongside the quays
in order to restore it to the correct
depth. The sand will then be added
to nearby beaches.

The latest plan to dredge the
port was kicked off two years ago
with a seabed study.
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Moreno and Paez,

left, opened the EDAR on Tuesday.
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Inland sewage works opens
after 1.1-million-euro investment

More than 2,000 local
residents will benefit
from the new
installations in Villanueva
de Tapia

FERNANDO TORRES

In line
with the European Union’s Zero
Waste project, Malaga province took
another step forward with its waste
treatment on Tuesday with the
opening of a new plant in the in-
land town of Villanueva de Tapia.

This wastewater treatment plant,
known as an EDAR, was opened on
Tuesday by the Junta’s delegate for
the Environment in Malaga, Adolfo
Moreno. According to information

provided by his department, the
plant cost 1.12 million euros to build
and was funded from the region’s
water infrastructure improvement
budget.

Moreno explained that the plant
was capable of treating 100 per cent
of the wastewater of a population
of 2,072 people, waste which was
previously emptied directly into
the Arroyo Cerezo stream.

He also highlighted the economic
benefit to the area, explaining that
12 jobs were created during its con-
struction and that more were to be
created to maintain it.

Conscious of the importance of
this type of infrastructure (Malaga
received a multimillion-euro fine
from the EU a couple of months ago
for not complying with its treat-

ment standards), Moreno was keen
to highlight that four new plants
had been opened this year (Teba, in
January; Villanueva del Trabuco, in
July; and Cafiete la Real, in Octo-
ber). Works are also near comple-
tion in Alora, Pizarra and Coin, with
an investment of 14 million euros,
as well as works to bring together
the plants in Alhaurin el Grande
and Cartama for 6.5 million euros.

Mayor of Villanueva de Tapia, En-
carnacion Paez, was also at the in-
auguration as responsibility for the
plant’s future use was passed over
to the municipal authority.

She praised the work of the Junta
in supporting infrastructure im-
provements in small towns where
their budgets cannot stretch for pro-
jects so large.

An investigation is under
way into more than half
of staff being off sick on
Wednesday, a trend
reflected nationally

F. TORRES

The prison in Ar-
chidona, known as Malaga II, be-
came the latest headache for the
prisons authorities on Wednesday
when 17 of the 32 guards expected
to be on duty were off work, cit-
ing health problems.

This was the highest proportion
of missing staff across ten prisons
nationally where the same situa-
tion has occurred this week, lead-
ing management at the Archidona
jail to call staff back from holiday
leave and make other officers work
double shifts.

File photo of inside Archidona prison.
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‘Coordinated action’
exposes staff shortages
at Archidona prison

While the authorities are un-
willing as yet to call it “coordinated
action”, they have said that they
are “monitoring” the situation to
see if any of these absences con-
stitute some form of non-author-
ised protest. “We are checking
whether these illnesses are genu-
ine or not,” said the prisons author-
ity’s general secretary, Angel Luis
Ortiz Gonzalez.

This comes a year after the start
of a campaign by the prison work-
ers’ unions calling for improve-
ments to working conditions and
salaries. The campaign is ongoing
and no concessions have yet been
made. Ortiz has made it clear that
there is no possibility of any
changes to wages at the present
moment but that they were open
to discussions over improving
safety, providing “they leave ex-
tortion and insults to one side”.

NITO SALAS

Baby Juniper and her family with representatives of Ojén town hall.
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Ojén’s first birth in

forty years

NIEVES CASTRO

Despite having a Bra-
zilian mother and a South African
father, Juniper Bird is considered
an “ojeneta” through and through.
On 21 November, she became the
first baby to be born in the village
of Ojén in forty years.

Her parents, Carolyne and
Bradford Bird, had opted for a home
birth rather than travelling to a hos-
pital outside the municipality.

The couple, who have lived in
the village for just a few months,
were assisted by two midwives.

“Since we first came to Ojén we
knew we wanted to have our baby
here,” said Carolyne, who un-
knowingly gave her daughter a very
fitting name.

Juniper branches were traditio-
nally used as fuel for the fires that
heated the stills in which the local
Ojén ‘aguardiente’ was made.

Ojén council and the mayor, José
Antonio Gomez, wanted to cele-
brate this first birth inside the mu-
nicipal boundary in four decades.
To do this they invited Bradford,
Carolyne and Juniper to the town
hall last week for a simple but
warm tribute to welcome the new
member of the family and presen-
ted them with the municipal lapel
badge.

“The birth of Juniper is doubly
happy. We are celebrating a new
life in the world and the first baby
to be born in the village for four
decades,” he said.
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Shock as teacher is murdered by neighbour
with criminal past in quiet village in Huelva

The autopsy disproved
Bernardo Montoya's
denial that he had raped
26-year-old Laura Luelmo,
who had just moved to the
areato start anew job

:: SUR

HUELVA. The country was shocked
this week by the brutal murder of
a 26-year-old secondary school art
teacher who had just moved to a
quiet village in Huelva province to
start a new job. Laura Luelmo had
disappeared on Wednesday 12 De-
cember after going for an evening
jog in countryside near the home
in El Campillo she had only lived in
since the beginning of December.

Laura’s body was found, face down
and partly clothed, hidden in under-
growth in a ditch on Monday. A post
mortem showed that she had died
from the effects of a head injury two
to three days after she had first dis-
appeared, although there was evi-
dence of strangulation and a violent
sexual attack, the report said.

On Tuesday, Bernardo Montoya,
Laura’s 50-year-old neighbour, was
arrested while trying to flee police
and denied in a confession that he
had raped her, saying he attacked
her near their homes before leaving
her where she was found. Investi-
gators are now probing that part of
his version of events, which implies
Laura may have been alive in the
ditch for days in an area that rescu-
ers had already searched previously.

Guardia Civil officers said on Tues-
day that Montoya “had been ob-
sessed with Laura since she arrived
in the village”. She had told her boy-
friend by phone that his stare was
unnerving her.

Details of the considerable crimi-
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PP frustrated at Cs’ delay in signing

deal after agreeing 83 policy proposals

Whether to depend on
the votes of far-right Vox
to govern in Andalucia is
still a sticking point in the
coalition pact that would
oust the Socialists

i MARIA DOLORES TORTOSA

SEVILLE. The proposed pact be-
tween the conservative Partido
Popular and centre-right Ciuda-
danos, with which they aim to un-
seat the PSOE Socialist party at the
helm of the Andalusian govern-
ment, already included 83 agreed
points earlier this week.

Among them were an anti-cor-
ruption law, new transparency poli-
cies and an Andalusian pact against
gender violence.

The Partido Popular (PP), whose
regional leader Juanma Moreno
hopes to be invested as president
of the Junta, regretted on Thurs-
day that the deal with Ciudadanos
(Cs) had not been making faster
progress.

While the two groups had man-
aged to agree on many proposed
policies for a new government,
whether or not to rely on the sup-
port of far-right newcomers Vox
was still a sticking point.

Ciudadanos, whose Andalusian
leader Juan Marin has agreed to
support Moreno’s investiture, giv-
ing up his own bid to lead the gov-
ernment, is still reluctant to ask
for the votes of the 12 Vox regional
MPs.

The centre-right group’s pre-
ferred scenario is to persuade the

Moreno (PP), on Thursday. :: ere

PSOE, who won most votes in the
2 December election but has no
support to form a government, to
abstain when Moreno stands to be
elected as leader.

The Partido Popular has not
ruled out talks with Vox, although
it has not admitted to already hold-
ing negotiations. The Vox leader
nationally, Santiago Abascal, how-
ever, has already announced ne-
gotiations with the PP to secure a
significant role for his party’s rep-
resentatives in the Seville parlia-
ment.

The new Andalusian MPs are due
to be officially sworn in next Thurs-
day 27 December.

“Time is running out,” said
Juanma Moreno this week, adding
that he would hold as many meet-
ings as necessary with Cs, even on
Christmas Eve.

The PP will still put forward Mo-
reno as candidate for president
even without a deal, he said, and
leave it up to the parties to decide
whether or not they want to put
an end to 36 years of Socialist rule.

nal record of Bernardo Montoya and
his twin brother Luciano soon be-
gan to emerge this week.

Bernardo, who had a track record
of drug dealing and addiction, had
recently left prison after serving
separate sentences for the murder
of a pensioner and armed robbery.

He was banned from Cortegana,
the Huelva village where those
crimes were committed, and had
also just taken up residence in El
Campillo. He had served time for
an assault in that village too.

His twin brother is in prison for
amurder in 2001, in Cortegana, a
village terrorised by the brothers,
according to locals. Residents there
were angry this week that the sus-
pect had supposedly been allowed
to act again so easily in El Campillo.

Laura Luelmo, an accomplished
sketcher, had only just moved to
Huelva province from a village in
her native province of Zamora, some
500 kilometres away, to take a teach-
ing job at a school in the village of
Nerva, eight kilometres from El
Campillo.

More families reporting
domestic violence

MALAGA

2 J. €./ A. F. Malaga families are
leading the way in reporting rela-
tives over suspected domestic
violence.

Records show that on a na-
tional level the involvement of
families in first reporting their
suspicions has recently declined
whereas in Malaga province the
amount of cases investigated as
aresult of relatives’ complaints
had increased six-fold in the third
quarter of this year, from 12 in
2017 to 78.

An official said that this was
good news for the fight against
domestic and gender abuse.

Trial featuring two
former presidents ends

SEVILLE

:: SUR. The high profile ERE trial,
in which two former Andalusian
presidents are among 21 defen-
dants accused of being involved
in irregular redundancy subsidies,
came to an end on Monday.
Manuel Chaves and José Antonio
Grifan face a ten-year ban on hold-
ing public office and a five-year
prison sentence, respectively. The
trial has taken more than a year
with 152 sessions. A sentence is
not expected until next summer.
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A taxi waits at traffic lights next to a VTC car. :: r. iMENEZ

Costa will end year with twice the
number of private-hire licences

:: FRANCISCO JIMENEZ

MALAGA. The Costa del Sol will
end 2018 with double the amount
of private hire licences for cabs, in-
cluding Uber-style services, than it
started with.

There are now almost 1,200 local
licences for these type of vehicles
known as VTCs. Taxi drivers have
been unhappy with the rise in these
services, which they say are less regu-
lated than theirs. However Malaga
province ends the year with one VIC
vehicle for every 2.3 taxis, a long
way from the one in 30 legal limit.

The reason more licences are be-
ing issued is because they were re-
quested between 2009 and 2015
when there were no restrictions in
place. However the regional govern-

ment still rejected the requests at
the time, and now courts are slowly
finding in the original applicants’
favour after complaints.

This process is what has allowed
companies like Cabify and Uber to
significantly increase their services
on the Costa del Sol in the last year.

Lowest ratio in the country
Malaga province, including the
Costa, has the lowest ratio of VTCs
to taxis in Spain. While Malaga has
1/2.3, Madrid is next with 1/2.5 and
Barcelona with 1/5.2. The Spanish
average is 1/5.4.

Within four years, VICs will also
need an additional municipal licence
in order to operate in an attempt to
slow down the sector.
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pain will enter 2019
without the year’s
budget having been ap-
proved, a fact which
casts serious doubt on Pedro
Sanchez’s mandate to govern
the country. And if the last par-
liamentary session of 2018 -
held in the form of a Q&A ses-
sion in congress on Wednesday -
was anything to go by, the So-
cialist leader has little chance of
passing his draft spending plan
in a vote tabled for January.
Sanchez’s weak hold on power
is starting to cause real prob-
lems, not least because of his re-
liance on Catalonian pro-inde-
pendence parties, without
whose votes he won’t secure ap-
proval for next year’s budget.
Surely, it’s time for the prime
minister to call a snap election?
In Wednesday’s heated ses-
sion in congress, Popular Party
(PP) leader Pablo Casado ac-
cused Sanchez of “imploring”
Catalonia’s president Quim

Torra for a meeting in Barcelona
on Thursday. Ever since he took
over as PP leader from Mariano
Rajoy in July, Casado has been
Sanchez’s sharpest critic where
Catalonia is concerned: his ar-
gument is essentially that, be-
cause the prime minister leads a
minority government depend-
ent on smaller parties for sup-
port, he’s not as tough on Cata-
lan secessionists as he ought to
be.

For his part, Sinchez has
been hoping that Vox’s triumph
in the Andalusian elections
might unnerve the separatists
and make them more willing to
extend an olive branch to the
PSOE.

As wonderful a Christmas
present as that would have been
for the prime minister, it’s un-
likely to happen. Indeed, it’s
hard to believe that Sinchez
thought he might appease the
region’s separatists by holding
his weekly cabinet meeting in

Barcelona today, rather than
Madrid.

Predictably, his choice of des-
tination was described as a
“provocation” by secessionists,
who announced their intention
to hold widespread protests in
the Catalonian capital on the
day of the meeting. I'm writing
this on Thursday, but I'm will-
ing to bet that if you turn on
the Spanish news today (Fri-
day), the first thing you’ll see is
areport on the disruption being
caused by separatist demonstra-
tors in Barcelona.

One of the pro-independence
camp’s most hardline groups,
the Committee for the Defence
of the Republic, vowed to stop
Sanchez’s cabinet meeting hap-
pening, circulating messages
that called for members to take
to the streets of Barcelona.

“Do you know any commu-
nity that has achieved any
rights by sitting on the sofa at
home?” was the rhetorical ques-
tion posed by one such missive.

The 2019 budget is merely
one casualty of deteriorating re-
lations between Madrid and
Barcelona. Yet the fact that it
still hasn’t been passed, ten
days before the beginning of
the year it’s supposed to cover,
is also owed to the impotence of
Spain’s central government.

The time for a snap election
has arrived.
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Law change makes it easier for neighbours
to veto tourist rentals in their communities

The new voting rules
brought in to control the
effects of therise in
Airbnb-style rentals have
satisfied neither side

:: PILAR MARTINEZ

MALAGA. An urgent reform to the
law was approved last week to make
it easier for residents in communi-
ties of flats or houses to block their
neighbours from renting out their
homes over platforms like Airbnb
and Booking.com.

Up to now, the ‘comunidad’ of
owners had to unanimously agree
that tourist rentals were not wel-
come. Now a vote by three fifths of
individual owners and three fifths
by the weighted share of their com-
munity fees is enough to stop a prop-
erty receiving holidaymakers.

The change is not retrospective,
meaning owners who already rent
out this way can continue to do so,
however a further change has re-
moved tourist rentals from national
rental law and redefined it as a busi-
ness activity, which now makes it
easier for the regional governments
to control tourist rentals, in the same
way they control hotels, and insist
that owners register their Airbnb-
style properties and meet certain
minimum requirements.

When the measures were first
mooted by the national government
earlier this autumn, there was a
surge in local owners registering
their properties to legitimise their
position ahead of any change.

The new rules had been called for
by both the tourist sector and resi-
dents’ associations in many towns
and cities after the large increase in
numbers letting out their homes
over the internet in the last few
years, sometimes not meeting stan-
dards or forcing rental prices up for
long-term local residents.

Among other measures in the law
change, owners will also be able to
agree special community-fee rates
for properties being let out to holi-
daymakers.

However the new rules haven’t
fully satisfied either side of the de-

bate over tourist rentals. The presi-
dent of the Andalucia association of
tourist properties, Carlos Pérez-Lan-
zac, said that the percentage required
in a vote should have been 75% and
not 60%, although he agreed with

Residents can now also set
special community fees for
properties being rented
out to tourists

the right for different fees to be
charged when a property in rented
out to tourists.

However he stressed that other
non-residential uses for homes
should be subject to the same neigh-
bours’ voting restrictions, not just
the holiday rental industry.

The president of the Malaga as-
sociation of property managers, Ale-
jandro Pestafia, praised the step
taken by the government but said
that “perhaps it has come too late”
for places like Malaga city centre
that have been affected by the surge
in tourist rental properties.

LOCKDOWN IN
BARCELONA FOR
TODAY'S CABINET
MEETING

The Spanish Cabinet was due
to hold its weekly meeting
outside the capital in Barce-
lona today, outraging the
Catalan separatist movement.
The venue for the meeting,
the historic headquarters of
the local chamber of com-
merce, is to be surrounded by
a security cordon of thousands
of extra police to stop demon-
strations. Ministers were also
hoping to arrange a mini-sum-
mit with pro-independence
Catalan president, Quim Torra.

- -
-

i
%

Long-term rental
law changed to
favour tenants
OVEer oWners

:: EDURNE MARTINEZ

MADRID. As part of a promised
tightening of national rental laws
when it came to power, the PSOE
government has updated prop-
erty letting legislation in response
to a big increase in rental prices
in Spain recently.

The main change announced
is to the minimum contract du-
ration. Regardless of what length
of time an owner and a tenant ne-
gotiate a contract for, tenants now
have the right to remain in a prop-
erty at least five years, in the case
of a private owner, and seven
years, where the landlord is a com-
pany. Previously it was three years.
At the end of the period automatic
renewals will also go up from one
to three years, unless one side
gives a month’s notice.

Apart from the one-month-rent
bank guarantee, owners can also
now only ask for up to two
months additional deposit, un-
lessitis a very long-term let. In
the case of when a company is
renting out, the agents’ fees and
cost of setting up the contract now
have to be met by the landlords.

Faced with an increase in the
number of evictions over unpaid
rent, the government has intro-
duced extra safeguards to protect
more vulnerable tenants.

Property industry representa-
tives reacted by saying that the
move would discourage owners
from renting out and so push up
prices up further.
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Mayor's Awards presented

Blow for Gibraltar as EU excludes it / )
to six people and one charity

from no-deal contingency plans

The government says
the decision has not
come as a surprise and it
is studying the potential
impact on Gibraltar in
close detail

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT

GIBRALTAR. The Gibraltar govern-
ment began looking at the implica-
tions of a possible Brexit as soon as
the EU referendum was announced
in 2016, and throughout the negotia-
tions with Spain and UK it has con-
tinued to make contingency plansin
case Britain, and therefore Gibraltar,
leaves without a deal - although this
has always been seen as the worst
scenario for the Rock.

Chief minister Fabian Picardo and
his team, who negotiated the Gibral-
tar Protocol and Memoranda of Un-
derstanding, insist that the With-
drawal Agreement approved recently
by the European Council provides Gi-
braltar with the best possible protec-
tion in the face of Brexit, and that no
deal would be devastating for Gibral-
tar. Now, however, it looks as if the
UK parliament will reject the deal
negotiated by Theresa May and the
dreaded no-deal scenario looks in-
creasingly possible.

Gibraltar's chief minister, Fabian Picardo. :: sur

Picardo and deputy chief minister
DrJoseph Garcia, who holds the Brexit
portfolio, flew to London the other
day for talks with senior officials about
the latest situation. When they re-
turned, they said that Gibraltar, like
the EU and UK would now be step-
ping up preparations for a potential
no deal, but insisted there was no
cause for alarm. “It does not mean
that this is going to happen,” said Dr
Garcia.

Shortly after their return, how-

ever, the EU released its own contin-
gency plans for a no-deal Brexit and
included a blow for Gibraltar: those
plans will not apply to the Rock. The
government is now studying the im-
pact of that decision in detail, but
stresses that it is “not surprised” and
that it doesn’t reflect the view of the
UK government. Meanwhile it has
already published technical notices
on passports, pet passports, driving
licences and motor insurance as part
of its contingency plans.

:: D. BARTLETT

GIBRALTAR. Seven local men
and women were presented with
a Mayor’s Award by the mayor of
Gibraltar, Kaiane Aldorino Lopez,
at a special ceremony at City Hall
on Wednesday.

Lance Corporal Conway has
been given the Mayor’s Silver
Award in recognition of his actions
while deployed in Bahrain, al-
though he was unable to receive
it in person as he is currently away
on active service.

The other Silver Award was pre-
sented to Krisanne Lia for saving
aneighbour’s life by rendering first
aid assistance when he had a heart

attack, just two weeks after com-
pleting a first aid course.

The other five recipients were
presented with Community
Awards: John Diaz received one
in recognition of his voluntary
work with the Prostate Cancer
Support Group; Joseph Palmero
for his charity work; Kishin Al-
wani in recognition of support
for the community through the
Alwani Trust and Foundation;
Emily Adamberry Olivero MBE
for her voluntary work with
Clubhouse Gibraltar; and the Gi-
braltar Disability Society for its
work in promoting the interests
of disabled people.

Santa's Grotto in
Ocean Village
raises £2,600 for
children suffering
from cancer

== D. B.

GIBRALTAR. Christmasis a time
of goodwill and there was plenty
of that about in Ocean Village re-
cently, especially in the Santa’s
Grotto in O’Reilly’s Irish Bar

which raised a massive £2,651.35
for the Research into Childhood
Cancer association.

The association’s founder,
Craig Sacarello, said they were
delighted with the amount raised,
and he expressed their sincere
thanks to Ocean Village for their
support.

Emilia Hazell-Smith, the
Events and Social Media Execu-
tive for Ocean Village, was also
delighted as the money raised
this year was far more than last
year’s total of £1,400, which was
in itself a record.
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The Spanish anti-Brexit train
gains momentum in the UK

Tube driver Aratxu
Blanco is one of
thousands of Spaniards
living in the UK
concerned about their
future after Brexit

:: ALVARO SOTO

LONDON. Aratxu Blanco decided
to get involved in the fight against
“the madness” of Brexit when one
day, after the referendum, one of
her fellow London tube drivers asked
her when she was going to pack her
bags and return to Spain. “He made
this joke’, as he called it, three or
four days in a row,” says the woman
from Sestao in the Basque Country
who can be found almost daily out-
side the Houses of Parliament, pro-
testing against Brexit or calling for
a second referendum.

Shortly after the first and so far
only referendum, she found her-
self a member of the ‘Espafioles en
Reino Unido - Surviving Brexit!’
Facebook page which she soon be-
came an administrator of.

“I couldn’t get behind the idea
that this country, which has always
been so liberal and which has wel-
comed me could suddenly be led
by this black cloud, the far right,”
she explains.

The group, which now has more
than 5,000 followers, has become
a valuable meeting point for the
many Spanish people in the UK
who feel threatened by the uncer-
tainty of Brexit, as well as by far
right-wing people emboldened by
the outcome of the referendum.

“We’ve heard about a girl who
lived in a small town being followed
while she was with her small child,
threatened by a woman who was
following her; the Venezuelan par-
ents of a Spanish girl who sold eve-
rything to move to the UK and
don’t know if they’ll be able to stay;
Spanish people married to Brits
who don’t know what their status
will be; divorces because of ten-
sions in families; and various oth-
ers who say they will leave, come
what may with Brexit, because they
don’t want to live here anymore,”
says Aratxu.

Anti-Brexit campaigners
react to EU plans to prepare
for a no-deal scenario

British in Europe
published a statement on
the same day as the
European Commission
and UK warned of possible
failure to reach agreement

:: JENNIE RHODES

MALAGA. The European Commis-
sion published a press release on
Wednesday announcing that it had
“started implementing its no-deal
Contingency Action Plan”. With re-
gard to citizens’ rights, the Commis-
sion said it was inviting “Member
States to take a generous approach to
the rights of UK citizens in the EU,
provided that this approach is recip-
rocated by the UK”.

Co-chair of British in Europe, Jane
Goulding, said in a statement the anti-
Brexit group published following the
Commission’s comments, “With the
spectre of no deal rising again, so are
people’s anxiety levels and it is wrong
that citizens’ rights were not guaran-
teed at the outset.

“Now British citizens have been
given a clear message that if there is
no deal they are on their own, aban-
doned by the UK government and
the EU. This is a far cry from the ne-
gotiators’ promises that we would be
able to live our lives as before.”

The two statements came the day
after the UK government announced
it was ramping up plans for a no-deal

scenario. Following a lengthy cabi-
net meeting on Tuesday, Defence Sec-
retary, Gavin Williamson, told the
House of Commons that “3,500 serv-
ice personnel would be on standby”
to manage long queues of lorries en-
tering and leaving the UK.

Some 140,000 letters are to go out
to businesses advising them to make
preparations for ano deal and advice
will also be given to the general pub-
lic. Conservative ministers denied
that the plans were a political hoax
to get MPs to back the existing With-
drawal Agreement.

UK in EU decides to
appeal court decision

The UK in EU group submitted
an appeal on Tuesday following
last week’s Royal Courts of Jus-
tice decision not to allow them
to proceed with their legal
challenge against illegal spend-
ing limits of the Vote Leave
campaign.

Sue Wilson, lead claimant
and chair of Bremain in Spain,
said “I have complete confi-
dence in our legal team and the
strength of our legal argu-
ments. We will continue to
fight our corner until we have
exhausted every legal avenue.”

However, her work is not just
limited to social media, Aratxu regu-
lary goes to Parliament to join pro-
tests: “Sometimes there have been
ten of us, other times 57, but now
there are hundreds as the vote in
parliament draws closer.”

Despite threats and being called
“traitors”, Aratxu is confident “we
are on the right side of history”.

“They say that we are being anti-
democratic but of course we be-
lieve in democracy, that’s why
we’re protesting!” she says. “Peo-
ple are discovering what is going
to happen and they are changing
their mind.”

| NEWS | 19

0F [LARoue
VoTELS

s

o

FLENT

£S ~ LAS RAMPAS
FUENGIROLA

ST
MIJAS-COSTA

MAKE CHRISTMAS -

ﬁ)fi- eoé/ywzef‘:

-

'@
.
* ®

*

'DUNNES

STORES

LA TROCHA 23 LLINGENIO

COIN NALAGA



*| COMMENT

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

We accept letters by email (surinenglish.su@diariosur.es), post
or fax, but they must include identification and a telephone
number, and be exclusive to SUR in English. We do not publish
anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by contributors to this
and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily reflect
those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be
reproduced without written permission from the publishers.

>

THEREISAP

CONTRIBUTION TO
£ASE INCLUDE YOUR AD

THIS PAGE
DRESS

SO PL

The parakeet solution

Parakeets are becoming a ma-
jor problem all along the Costa
del Sol and unless eradicated
totally will increase to plague-
like proportions, damaging and
possibly wiping out some spe-
cies of native Spanish birds.
Trust me - I have personal ex-
perience.

For 28 years I lived in Shep-
perton (famous for its film stu-
dios). It was also the first area
in the UK to be overrun with
these loud squawking pests.
Folk law has it that during the
filming of The African Queen
starring Humphrey Bogart and
Katharine Hepburn,

THIS the nearby studios
WEEK’S shipped in some
WINNING parakeets to become
LETTER .

film extras. Later
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Pedro

some escaped, lead-
ing over the years to a huge
and troublesome colony be-
coming established in the area.
Irecall a BBC documentary
some years back detailing the
problem. They filmed a row of
poplar trees in nearby Esher,
each one crammed full of para-
keet nests, in all providing
home to 300 breeding pairs.
Locals complained of lack
of peace and quiet due to the
birds’ incessant loud squawk-
ing. Eventually the authori-
ties, realising the problem
would not go away of its own
accord, took action to cull the
ever-growing population

Where does the
money come from?

The recent invasion of Madrid by
supporters of River Plate and Boca
Juniors in order to be present at
the second leg of the final of the
Copa Libertadores throws up a
number of questions.

With the economy of Argen-
tina in dire straits, where do
the thousands of fans find the
money to pay for the travel,
accommodation and tickets,
never mind being able to ab-
sent themselves from their
work?

Only a few months ago Ar-
gentina was bailed out to the

which in the main succeeded
in stopping their spread to
other areas.

Iread with interest in SUR
in English (November 30th to
December 6th) your article en-
titled ‘The days are numbered
for Malaga’s parakeets’ and
how at last, with numbers now
around 5,000 birds in Malaga
alone, action is to be taken to
control the spiralling popula-
tion.

All sounds good, but I fore-
see a problem. I live in La Cari-
huela area, near Torremolinos,
just three to four miles out-
side Malaga. Here we are also
overrun with the blighters. It’s
not unusual to see flocks of 30
to 40 sweeping between palm
trees and the numbers seem
to double yearly.

SoIhave some advice for
the Malaga authorities - to cull
just Malaga is pointless. Other
birds from La Carihuela or
other areas will just move
along and repopulate Malaga.

Surely to succeed this has
to be a concerted province-
wide action, perhaps making
each town council responsible
for eradication within their
own area.

Only then will this part of
Spain be free from the inva-
sion of parakeets.

ROGER KING
TORREMOLINOS

tune of 57 billion dollars by
the International Monetary
Fund.

A similar situation emerged
during the World Cup in Rus-
sia this summer.

Attendance at matches saw
Europeans easily outnumbered
by supporters from South
America.

Bearing in mind the prohibi-
tive cost of tickets and accom-
modation and having to travel
halfway around the world, just
where does the money come
from?
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FESTIVE NOTES TWO VIEWS OF POPULAR CHRISTMAS HITS

Famous five

PETER EDGERTON

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

t’s Christmas time/There’s no

need to be afraid/Unless you're

dining with the in laws on

which case you should be very
worried indeed.”

These may or may not have been
the original lyrics to that old Band
Aid song that I have to turn off
sharpish every time it comes on
the radio. But if they were, they
couldn’t have been much worse
than the definitive version which
was eventually inflicted on an un-
suspecting public.

Christmas songs are, broadly
speaking, rubbish. From that baf-
fling Chris De Burgh one about, erm,
a spaceman (me neither), to the
Mariah Carey squawkfest whose ti-
tle I can’t remember and which is
played on a loop in every supermar-
ket on the planet, songwriters and
performers alike have always man-
aged to plumb new depths just when
we thought we’d reached our nadir.

Here’s a funny thing though -
just a few Christmas songs are rather
wonderful. So, in a bid to stimulate
a swathe of arguments around the
turkey, here are my top five in no
particular.

The Power Of Love by Frankie
Goes To Hollywood. I'm not sure if
it’s Holly Johnson’s achingly beau-
tiful vocal or simply the bare faced
cheek of sticking the three wise men
on the video in a brazen attempt to
make a very unchristmassy song apt
for the festive season. Clever mar-
keting, marvellous song.

Peace On Earth/ Little Drummer
Boy by David Bowie and Bing Crosby.
Both chaps sing magnificently and
the bonus is Crosby’s stony faced
glare in the video, clearly not want-
ing to be there. Beautiful and hilari-
ous at the same time.

Driving Home For Christmas
by Chris Rea. It chugs along nicely.
Perfect for the, er, drive home at

[rritating piffle

TONY BRYANT

he season of goodwill
brings with it numerous
customs that have be-
come essential to the holi-
day period. Christmas hits recorded
by the world’s most noteworthy
rock and roll stars are among them.
However, while most of us will
welcome the decorations and the
chance to canoodle under the mis-
tletoe, the timeworn festive offer-
ings that are rehashed every year
are about as welcome as Krampus.
This point was driven home last
week as [ waited in the queue at the
cash desk of the local supermarket,
for we were treated to Wonderful
Christmas Time, Sir Paul McCart-
ney’s festive offering from 1979.
It is almost incomprehensible
that this banal ditty could have

I
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been written by the person respon-
sible for some of the most inspi-
rational songs in the history of
modern music.

If this wasn’t bad enough, next
up was another titled crooner sing-
ing Mistletoe and Wine, although,
fortunately, I was on my way up the
escalator before the children started
singing Christian rhymes. These
worthless tunes might be part of
the Christmas tradition for many
people, but few of them have stood
the test of time, which makes the
fact they are rehashed each year
even more annoying.

It became popular for artists to
record a Christmas hit in the early
1950s, although one of the first
was released in 1925. Of course,
among the most aggravating are

IDIGORAS

Christmas.

I believe in Father Christmas by
Greg Lake. Despite the sometimes
clunky lyrics, there’s something
about the overall atmosphere cre-
ated that stirs emotion. In the light
of this lovely effort, we might even
forgive him his tortuous noodlings
with Emerson and Palmer one day.

Finally, In The Bleak Midwin-
ter by The King’s College Cam-
bridge choir. I know it’s not a pop
song as such but it’s certainly popu-
lar in my house and rather splen-
did in its muted majesty, I hope
you’ll agree. This is, without doubt,
the finest of all carols.

Maybe you were expecting some
others in here like The Pogues or
John Lennon or Elvis or Frank Si-
natra but 'm sorry, no - the above
five are simply miles better.

Discuss.

Oh, and very Merry Christmas
to one and all.

Jimmy Buffett’s All I Want for
Christmas, followed closely by John
Denver, Please Daddy (Don’t Get
Drunk this Christmas).

It was during the 1970s when the
genre really took off. Just about
every named artist turned out a
trashy Christmas song and we were
subjected to the mildly irritating to
the utterly ridiculous and the abso-
lutely terrible. These included
Mary’s Boy Child, I saw Mummy
Kissing Santa and Millennium
Prayer (Sir Cliff again). Unfortu-
nately, they didn’t get any better.
TheJackson 5, Johnny Mathis, Shak-
ing Stevens, Wham! and The Spice
Girls all jumped on the Christmas
sleigh. The list is endless, although
Imust admit that the one that really
drives me insane is Sir Paul’s sim-
ply irritating festive piffle.

Of course, it wasn’t all bad, be-
cause there have been a few classic
festive tracks. Voted one of the best
Christmas songs ever recorded, A
Fairy Tale of New York (The Pogues
and Kirsty MacColl) is now at the
centre of a PC row, as some believe
that certain words in the hit should
be censored. Do we really wish it
could be Christmas every day?

s
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Mijas | Fuengirola | Estepona | Torremolinos

Carrefour Estepona
Ctra. Cadiz-Malaga Km 156.9
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Carrefour Fuengirola
C.C. Miramar.
Avda. de la Encarnacion s/n.

Carrefour Mijas
Avda. de Los Lirios s/n.

Carrefour Torremolinos

C.C. Costasol Centro.
Avda. Circunvalacion s/n.
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Stuck for ideas of what presents
to give people this year?

. . e
This Christmas, Carrefour wants Rermember our ;‘E";‘
to help you. You can find all the best WILL ge 0 o
fashions at our stores in Torremolinos, ON the 23 R
Mijas, Fuengirola and Estepona. MBC‘.:-

E

-70%
off 2nd item

" CHILDREN'S
PYJAMAS

The znd pair 3-16 years.

works out at

2.70€

2 pairs
for 11 .69€

%
-70%
On ALL women’s
dresses, skirts,
shirts and blouses.
Identical items or
a combination.
Discount applicable

to the cheaper
price.

off 2nd item
Women'’s slip-on shoes.
Combine them
however you like!

1st pair 5.99€
The 2nd pair works
out at

1.80€

2 pairs for 7.79€
70% off 2nd pair offer
also available on
7.99€ women’s
slip-on shoes 4

MEN'S CORDUROY TROUSERS
with 5 pockets + GIFT OF SHIRT

(Shirt worth 9.99€)

A

off 2nd item

Combine them
however
you like!

WOMEN'S
SLIM JEANS

-70%

1t pair 9.99€ & =¥ On ALL
The 2nd pair \ » :
Wit diand \ men's sportswear

Identical items or
a combination.
Discount applicable
to the cheaper
price.

3€

2 pairs
for 12.99€

Carrefour (§p

Offers valid at the Carrefour centres in Torremolinos, Mijas, Fuengirola and Estepona until the 27th of December 2018.
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS

A saint who became Santa

Santa Claus evolved from traditions
surrounding St Nicholas, a bishop with
areputation for secret gift-giving

:: TONY BRYANT

MALAGA. Santa Claus is a charac-
ter that brings joy to children all
around the world in the weeks lead-
ing to Christmas, and especially on
Christmas Eve. As youngsters, we
were told that Father Christmas, as
he is affectionately known in the
UK, lived in Lapland and only ven-
tured out on his reindeers once a
year to deliver presents to the “well-
behaved” children. Later in life, we
discovered that the man behind the
story of Santa Claus is St Nicholas,
an early Christian bishop who lived
in ancient Greece at the time of the
Roman Empire.

St Nicholas was said to have in-
herited a vast wealth from his par-
ents and this gave rise to stories con-
cerning his generosity, especially
among underprivileged children.

The custom of hanging up the
Christmas stocking is said to have
evolved because of the saint’s chari-
table nature. Legend claims that on
Christmas Eve he would toss small
bags of gold coins through the win-

dows of the homes of the poor. Af-
ter one bag landed in a child’s stock-
ing that was hanging to dry, news
soon spread, and children (and their
parents) began hanging out a stock-
ing on the night before Christmas.

Very little is known about the his-
torical Saint Nicholas. The earliest
accounts of his life were written cen-
turies after his death and contain
much elaboration. He is said to have
had a reputation for secret gift-giv-
ing and most of the tales are based
on his generosity.

The modern Santa Claus grew out
of traditions surrounding this his-
torical character. Pre-modern repre-
sentations of St Nicholas merged
with the English Father Christmas

The modern version of
Santa was created by an
American caricaturist
called Thomas Nast

and the Dutch Sinterklaas and cre-
ated the character known to Ameri-
cans and the rest of the English-
speaking world as Santa Claus. Wash-
ington Irving Americanised Sin-
terklaas into Santa Claus in his book,
History of New York, in 18009.

However, it was not until later
in the 19th century that the spirit
of Saint Nicholas would evolve into
Santa Claus, although unlike the
saint, Santa was a non-religious
character.

Father Christmas, dates back to
the 16th century during the reign
of Henry VIII. He was portrayed as
a large man in green robes lined with
fur who typified the spirit of good
cheer at Christmas. England no
longer celebrated the feast day of St
Nicholas on 6 December, so the Fa-
ther Christmas celebration was
moved to the 24th of December to
coincide with Christmas Day.

Victorianrevival
The Victorian revival of Christmas
included Father Christmas as the
emblem of good cheer, although his
physical appearance was variable,
as the illustration of the Ghost of
Christmas Present in Charles Dick-
ens festive classic demonstrates.
The image of Santa developed as
ajolly old man with a white beard

dressed in a red suit trimmed with
fur. The modern version of Santa was
created by Thomas Nast, an Ameri-
can caricaturist who based Santa on
the traditional German figures of
Sankt Nikolaus. Nast immortalised
Santa in Harper’s Weekly in 1863,
with an illustration of Santa dressed
in the American flag.

The idea of Santa on an airborne

TS0 [ _-"C:' -, L " '
19th century image of 'Merry Old Santa' by Thomas Nast. :: sur
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sleigh pulled by eight reindeers was
due to the significant influence of
the 1823 poem, A Visit from St
Nicholas. According to legend, the
poem was composed by Clement
Clarke Moore on a snowy winter’s
day during a shopping trip on a
sleigh. Moore’s poem is behind many
of the features that are still associ-
ated with Santa Claus today.
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ROC ESTATES

ROC SOLID INVESTMENTS

If you are interested in selling or buying a property,then allow us to assist you with our 20 years’ experience on The Costa del Sol!

Our professional expertise focusses on Investment, Project Management, reform, building, rental management, yet most
importantly to help and guide our clients in buying the most suitable property for their needs, or to sell hassle free.

We are urgently looking for apartments, townhouses and Villas, ideally around the areas of La Cala de Mijas, Cabopino,
Elviria, El Rosario, Golden Mile and Nueva Andalucia.

Our offices are located on the Golden Mile Marbella and in Bogstadveien in Oslo

Lovely Villa in Calahonda. Sea views and walking distance
to all amenities. 549.000€

Stunning 4 bedroom Penthouse in Elviria El Manantial.
S/w facing, sea views, 180 sqm terrace. 849.000€

Frontline Golf Aloha Nueva Andalucia. West facing,
open panorama views. License, plot & Project. 1.495.000€

Great Investment Guaranteed 5% plus 2 month
private use per year. Starting prices from only 97.000€

Stunning Villa in la Capellania Benalmadena.
South facing with panoramic views over the Coast .
REDUCED from 1.995.000€ to 1.795.000€

Before

INVESTMENT, REFORM AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Oasis Business Centre 9. 29602 Golden Mile Marbella | Tel: +34 650 952 084 | info@rocestates.com | www.rocestates.com
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Your Quality Local Company

You'll obtain a

0%

Discount

By introducing this
promotional code:

golfsur

*Exclusive offer for SUR
in English reader

\_—nww.fetajorentacar.com

SOCIETY SCENE

Mince pies and
Christmas dinners

At this time of year clubs
and societies have been
holding their annual get-
togethers to celebrate the
Christmas holidays

:: SUR IN ENGLISH

The Field Club

A mince pie meander

The Field Club walking group cele-
brated its last trek this season with
a two-hour walk along the seafront
at Fuengirola. The walkers started
and finished at the Hogar de Pen-
sionistas where they had coffee
and mince pies. The new walking
season starts 7 January and details
are on www.thefieldclub.org

Age Concern Fuengirola / Mijas
Christmas gala dinner

Age Concern Fuengirola/Mijas cele-
brated its annual Christmas gala din-
ner at the Tamisa Golf Hotel in Mi-
jas recently. The event, which be-
gan with a champagne and canapé
reception, was attended by 90 mem-
bers. Guests tucked into a three-

course dinner while enjoying an
evening of festive fun, complete
with a grand Christmas raffle and a
variety of entertainment. This in-
cluded an a capella quartet, flamenco
dancing and Costa favourite, Laura
Elen, who performed everything
from festive hits to pop ballads.

“It was our best Christmas party
ever and the atmosphere was
charged with enjoyment and sea-
sonal goodwill,” secretary, Steve
Marshall explained.

Age Concern Estepona / Manilva
Christmas lunch

The Age Concern shop in Estepona
held its annual Christmas lunch at
La Rada Restaurant. During the
meal four volunteers were
presented with Lifetime Friends
membership cards: Audrey, who was
93 on the day, started working for
the charity on the market stall in
the Plaza de Reloj in 2003; Pat, 90,
started in 2005 as an administrative
assistant; Pauline worked in the
sorting, steaming and pricing area
for 15 years; and Hazel started in the
shop and then became the librarian,
worked for 13 years for the charity.

£ ] = ; 1

N T
;

Costa Press Club

Christmas feast

The Costa Press Club held its
Christmas party at the Miraflores
Golf restaurant in Riviera del Sol,
where members and guests were
able to choose between a feast of
turkey with all the trimmings and
Christmas pudding, or less

Members of he Field Club on their end-of-season mince piem

Pat and Audrey from Age Concern Estepona/Manilva.

T

traditional but equally delicious
options.

Entertainment was provided by
the Club President Jesper Sander
Pedersen, who organised Secret
Santa gifts for everyone and a topi-
cal Christmas quiz.

The quiz prizes were tickets to
Big M concerts in 2019, kindly do-

eander.

Ladies at the Age Conc:ern F

i SUR

ﬁéngirola/Mijés party.

Al aside

nated by club members Martyn
and Nessie Wood.

What are you up to?

If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other
readers of SUR in English, we would love
to hear from you:

Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es

Charter

FUNERAL SERVICES

Funeral Directors & Funeral Plans |
The Caring Funeral Directors. Be assured we will give you the best service.

WE SERVE THE ENTIRE COSTA DEL SOL. Avda. Juan Luis Peralta, 4. BENALMADENA. Mob. 677 166917 @) 952 569 536 24H
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FROM 287.000€ | MIJAS | FRUM 340 UUU% | MARBELLA FRUM 269 000€ | BENALMADENA

PA[LF_F&GE&% fOtO casa % Grupo Safamotor &G’rk &I\gﬂﬂ”

CONTACT US: +34 951650214~ WWW.EXPOCOSTADELSOL.COM  INFO@EXPOCOSTADELSOL.COM

AVENIDA RICARDO SORIANO 66, MARBELLA (29601), MALAGA (SPAIN)




December 21st to 27th 2018
SUR IN ENGLISH

26 | LIFESTYLE |

GARDENING

Cyphostemma juttae

The Namibian grape has a swollen trunk, large leathery
leaves and attractive clusters of red ‘grapes’ in the winter

with patience and ideal conditions
it can reach 1.8 metres tall.

It can withstand very hot tem-
peratures but the big, fleshy leaves
may burn in full sun so some shade
in the afternoon is advisable. In the

Cyphostemma juttae is native to
South west Africa and grows in
dry, desert conditions. It is
drought tolerant but will grow
better with occasional watering
during the hottest months.

member of the Vitaceae (grape)
family and was previously classi-
fied in the Cissus genus.
Cyphostemma juttae is slow
growing, even when it has plenty
of space for its roots to expand: in

Common names include Namib-  a container it will winter it will drop all its leaves. As
ian grape, tree grape, wild grape, grow even the tree grape matures, the trunk
bastard cobas and in Spanish, Uva  slower, will become fat and swollen

de Namibia. Cyphostemmaisa but and the yellowish bark will
peel off and hang down
in strips; this helps it to
x withstand high tem-
"\ peratures by deflect-
=+ 4 ingthesunlight from
: the trunk.
The tiny clusters
of greenish-yellow
flowers open in the
summer and are not
particularly noteworthy
but after the blooms have
gone, bunches of red grape-
like berries form. They are not
edible and children and animals
should not be allowed to eat them.
The Namibia grape will not tol-
erate cold, wet winters which may
cause branches to rot. Any diseased
stems can be cut back to healthy
material and new growth usually
starts in spring from just below the
cut. It is not difficult to grow but
river sand mixed in with the com-
post will help drainage and in colder,
wetter regions it is best grown in a
container so that it can be moved
under cover if necessary.
Propagation is best by seed, al-
though it can take up to two years
to germinate. This plant will de-
velop slowly, which is probably why
itis particularly popular with Bon-
sai growers.
The genus name comes from the
Greek ‘kyphos’ meaning hump and
‘stemma’ meaning garland.
Malaga’s Jardines Botdnicos de
la Concepcion have a mature exam-
ple of this plant which has several

Cyphostemma' Juttée in flower and with berries (inset). clusters of berries at the moment.

e
CAROLINE SELLERS

THE COLOURS OF CHRISTMAS

A beautiful red flower spike against dark green leaves is a wel-
come sight at this time of year. Caroline Sellers sent in this
photo of a festive-looking Aloe Vera

GARDENING IN DECEMBER

Andalusian Mistletoe

Mistletoe is a traditional
Christmas plant that most
people will be familiar with
even though it is not quite
so popular as it once was. It
was originally hung in the
home to ward off evil spirits
and bring good luck. In
Norse mythology it was
used as a sign of love or
friendship which is probably
where the tradition of kiss-
ing under the mistletoe
came from. Not all species
have white berries, there
are species with pink, red or
transparent berries. Viscum
cruciatum (muérdago rojo
in Spanish), has red berries

when ripe and is found only
in Andalucia and southern
Portugal on the Iberian
peninsula.

PHOTOS

Calling all
gardeners

We know that many of our
readers have lovely gardens,
or enjoy growing plants on
their terraces or balconies,
so why not share them with
others?

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send
them to SUR in English,
Avda Dr Maraiién 48, 29009
Malaga, with a caption and a
few words of explanation.
Alternatively, you can send
them to us via Facebook
(surenglish) or Twitter
(@SUR_English)

N/JVIGAPORT

== YACHT SERVICES
+34 686 886 720 Ll

Invest your time in yourself and your loved ones.
We show you how.
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GILMAR

REAL ESTATE

Apartments and
penthouses,

of 2 and 3 bedroomes.

WITH LANDSCAPED CARDEN AREAS,
COMMUNAL SWIMMINGPOOLS,
LARGE PANORAMIC TERRACES AND
EXCELLENT QUALITIES.

Located at one of the best locations
on the Costa del Sol, facing the golf
course of Casares Golf.

It features apartments with magnificent views
of the Mediterranean and the luxury and comfort
of front-line golf. With the purchase of one of our
apartments, you become shareholder of the

Golf Course,

rrom 199.000 €

+34 952 808 570

www.gilmar.es
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RDNICS

The Official
Distributor
‘of Sunflex

Glass Curtalns

Specialist manufacturers of Glass Curtains, Stainless Steel,
UPVC & Aluminium Windows, Doors and Bi-folds

T

- e s

Everything manufactured in house for all your glass needs:

Glass curtains, Windows and doors, stainless steel, pool surrounds, roofs (manual & electric),
steel stlu(tulcs shop fronts, Ilespoh. furniture, showels double glazmg splash backs, etc.

Pol. Ind. El (aﬁadén, Have 16-18,
Camino de Coin km.2, Mijas Costa, 29650

Ce

Tel/Fax: 952 477 963 SUNFLEX®

Mobile: 677 712 742

rdmcsglass@hotmail.com 1 RDMC’s Glass Manufacturers SL.
www.rdmcsglass.com Glass Curtains & Stainless Steel Specialist

Don’t forget

this Christmas!!

An English speaking
insurance service
provider designed
specificially for the
needs of Expats

Health Insurance Motor Insurance

exP

for a better life...

CRL Spain, Correduria de

registry of the DGS Imecciﬁtm&w;m
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REVIEW

MORRIS BISHOP

WHAT COMES BETWEEN
ANTICIPATION, JOY AND PRAISE?

he second Christmas

concert given by Colle-

gium Musicum in the

magnificent Iglesia de
Encarnacién in Marbella was de-
voted to works by composers
from the Americas, most of
whose names were unknown to
me. So the anticipation of hearing
yuletide carols from a different
culture, yet in the same language
as my own, was height-
ened.

I must say from the
outset that the some 100
choristers and musicians
rose to the challenge, sur-
passing yet again the pre-
vious perfection of their
performance, with a spe-
cial mention of soloist
Christie, whose voice was
like that of an angel!

The evening opened
with a fitting orchestral
work, the first movement
from Dvorak’s 9th. Sym-
phony ‘From the new
world, which within the
first few bars presented a

problem for them in that they did
not have a timpanist! So CM’s
president, Delyth Bressington, be-
sides being the musical arranger
also became the percussionist,
both electronic and actual.

The many carols that followed
whose origin were from both
North and South America, in-
cluded those by Leroy Anderson
and Mark Hays and even a Ca-

lypso by Jill Gallina. Lastly there
was a ‘sing-along’ compilation of
all the carols that we are familiar
with.

It was truly a joyous evening
that under the baton of the irre-
pressible and ebullient Annema-
rie Philipps, gave the packed
house a wonderful evening’s en-
tertainment for which they
showed their appreciation with
abundance. All the mem-
bers of both choir and or-
chestra should be ex-
tremely proud of their
achievements.

Look out for their
next concert on 26 May
in Fuengirola and 28
May in Marbella.

Collegium Musicum
is always looking for
new voices and instru-
mentalists. So if you
have the qualities to join
this exceptional group -
contact Diekje by email
(secretaria@colmus.org)
or by phone (95277492 /
696620872).

ectations
e
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Gerald Brenan's Yegen, a century on

The village the writer called home in the 1920s has gained motorcars and TV, but retains its “ocean of air’

MARK
NAYLER

>4 markanayler@gmail.com

GRANADA. English writer and His-
panophile Gerald Brenan moved
into the Andalusian village of Ye-
gen in January 1920. Brenan, then
25, had been demobilised from the
British Army and had come to Spain
searching for a tranquil spot in
which to read and write. This tiny
settlement, located in the Alpujarra
region of Granada’s Sierra Nevada
natural park, immediately appealed:
he liked its isolation, its clean run-
ning water and the fact that it ap-
peared as if it had been “made out
of the earth by insects”.

The writer lived in Yegen, on and
off, until 1934 and wrote about his
experiences in South From Gra-
nada (1957), a book that delights
with its affectionate characterisa-
tion of ‘pueblo’ life as much as its
descriptions of the Alpujarra’s in-
comparable beauty. But does the
Yegen or the Alpujarra that Brenan
knew still exist?

Visiting the writer’s former
stomping ground after reading
South From Granada, it seemed to
me that, in many respects, this re-
mote pocket of Andalucia hasn’t
changed much since the early twen-
tieth century. Getting off the bus
in Brenan’s former pueblo (a twice-
daily service runs from Granada and
takes you through some of the Si-
erra’s most humbling landscapes),
a few old houses on one side of the
narrow road were the only indica-
tions that I'd arrived in a human
settlement.

The fresh, clean air was laced with
the scent of rosemary - also one of
the first things about Yegen that
Brenan noticed. In the 1920s, it was
due to the fact that the women used
bushels of thyme, lavender and rose-
mary as fuel for their stoves; but
now it seemed to come solely from
clumps of the herb growing on the
hillside. Gas and electricity have
presumably removed the need for
this aromatic kindling.

Still and silent

Leaving the “main” road, I took Calle
Real into the village in search of the
house now known as La Casa del
Inglés. The village tumbles down a
lush hillside, accompanied by
streams of crystal-clear water, over-
looking the Alpujarra’s eastern
plains. Brenan spoke of Yegen as be-
ing “washed by [an] ocean of air” -
a phrase that perfectly captures the
stillness, silence and freshness of
the place.

Yegen, he wrote, “hugged life to
itself.... The speaking tone [of the
locals] was soft and... if anyone
shouted, the sound was at once

A view of Yen, avillage ht in

Brenan, as a young man. :: sur

sucked up into the silence”. This is
still true today. All I saw on my way
to the centre was a cat dozing out-
side a closed bar and a lady sweep-
ing the street outside Brenan’s for-
mer home. Nothing stirred or made
a noise. But from behind closed
doors, some of them bearing Christ-
mas decorations, I heard and smelt
the sizzling of onions and peppers
(it was almost lunchtime) and lively
conversations. I also heard TVs - the
first small sign that, despite its far-
flung location and rustic appear-
ance, Yegen has welcomed some as-
pects of the modern world over the
last hundred years.

Brenan’s house is found just past
Pensién-Bar Fuente, where Calle
Real meets Calle Era del Cafiamo. It
is a sprawling, somewhat ungainly
building, accessed by a wooden door
on Calle Real and bearing a plaque
commemorating its celebrated for-
mer resident.

There was no sign of life as I lin-
gered outside, just some builders
renovating a dilapidated house op-
posite. Odd to think that this was
Brenan’s base for fourteen years - a

home in which he hosted literary
friends such as Lytton Strachey and
Virginia Woolf (whose eventful vis-
its are described in the book), read
voraciously and recorded all aspects
of life in 1920s Yegen.

Village life

A few steps beyond La Casa del
Inglés is Calle Gerald Brenan - a
flower-filled alleyway overlooking
the immense spaces beyond Yegen.
Walking on, I soon arrived at Plaza
de la Ermita, where a bar had a few
tables out in the sun.

Over tapas and beer, I watched
locals come and go from a garage op-
posite: everyone who drove or
walked past stopped for a chat, or
shouted greetings to the chain-
smoking mechanics. Yegen hasa
population of just 440 people, so
everyone here must know each
other, and probably far too much of
each other’s business too.

This close-knit way of life is some-
thing that Brenan loved about the
village, yet the fact that a garage
serves as one of its present-day fo-
cal points is another indication of

The Plaza de la Ermita in the village centre. :: ibeaL

In the 1920s it took a
couple of days to get to
the provincial capital,
on foot or by mule; now
the road is high quality

Brenan wrote that if
anyone shouted, the
sound was “sucked up
into the silence”; that is
still true today

Everyone here must
know each other’s
business; the close-knit
way of life is something
that Brenan loved

change. Mules, not motor cars, pro-
vided transportation in 1920s Ye-
gen, and households fetched water
from fountains that doubled as so-
cial hotspots. Indeed, the gossipy
richness of South From Granada
concerns a pueblo life that has
changed a lot since Don Geraldo’s
time.

Brenan wrote, for example, that
“the prostitute was...an institution:
every [Alpujarra] village had two or
three”. Maxima, a “very plain” such
woman in her early thirties, lived a
few doors down from Don Geraldo,
perhaps on the flower-filled dead-
end now named after the writer. In
order to put food on the table for
her several children, Maxima cou-
pled with local men in exchange for
a couple of eggs - “or when the hens
were not laying, one egg”. It’s proba-
bly been a while since such a trans-
action took place in Yegen.

Mules to motors

Other changes to the Alpujarra since
Brenan’s time are more obvious. A
high-quality asphalted road now
links the region to Granada, and is
wide enough for two vehicles to
pass each other without problems.
In the 1920s, it took a couple of days
to reach the provincial capital from
Yegen, on foot and/or donkey. And
most villages in the western Alpu-
jarra are now popular tourist desti-
nations, chief among them Pam-
paneira, Capileira and Trevélez (all
of which have nevertheless retained
their beauty and charm).

But Yegen, and the eastern Alpu-
jarra as a whole, is still of a “differ-
ent character” from the west, as Bre-
nan observed almost a century ago.
Despite the arrival of TVs, gas cook-
ers, electric lights and the odd for-
eign visitor, Don Geraldo’s former
pueblo remains unspoilt, content-
edly adrift in its “ocean of air”.
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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

21 DECEMBER 1983

Spain pull off unlikely win to reach Euro ‘84

ntil that moment, Spain
had only scored 12 goals
in their qualifying
group for the 1984
European Championships. But on
21 December 1983, after the Neth-
erlands defeated Malta 5-0 in the
last of their games, Spain had a lot
of catching up to do if they
were to better the
Dutch’s +16 goal dif-
ference. They would
need at least 11 if
they were to
reach the finals
of the tourna-
ment in France
the following
summer.

Malta keeper,
John Bonello, fa-
mously said:
“Spain couldn’t
even score 11 goals

The defence in

disarray.

against a team of children.”

At half time at the Estadio Be-
nito Villamarin in Seville, Spain
led 3-1 thanks to a hat-trick from
Real Madrid striker Santillana.
However, they were still well short
of the now 12 needed from the re-
maining 45 minutes.

What followed has since
been described as the
greatest moment in

Spanish sport as the

. side hit nine goals
without reply to
4 Bl seal passage to
Sl 8 FEuro1984.
Vol
- @ However,
- ¥ there have al-
ways been suspi-
cions about what
occurred at half
time (many sus-
pected bribery af-

SUR ter Spanish and

Bonello watches on as he concedes yet another goal. :: sur

Maltese officials were seen meet-
ing) but, according to accounts
given in a documentary aired on
Movistar+in March, a number of
Malta players believed that the
Spanish players were on steroids.

Victor Scerri, then Malta head
coach, suspected foul play the mo-
ment his team arrived. He said:
“We arrived late but they wouldn’t
put the lights on to allow us to
train in the stadium. Then they
put us in a horrendous hotel where

the noise kept us up all night.”

Forward Silvio Demanuele
added: “During the game the Span-
ish players had an unusual amount
of energy, some were foaming at
the mouth and drinking water con-
stantly. My brother is a body-
builder so I know the signs of tak-
ing steroids.”

However, the accusations don’t
stop there. The coach said: “At half
time a short man dressed in white
came in and offered us sliced lem-
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FOOTNOTE

Deportivo Sporting
Futbol Football
Marcar To score
Gol Goal
Portero Goalkeeper
Clasificar To qualify
Delantero Striker
Descanso Half time
Entrenar To train
Entrenador Coach
Sospechar To suspect
Soborno Bribe
Arbitro Referee
Rodaja Slice
Hacer trampa To cheat
Documental Documentary
Culturista Body-builder

ons. When the players sucked on
them they reported feeling un-
well and some asked if they had
been drugged.” Demanuele added:
“It felt like I was drunk; like I'd
been out all night.”

There are also question marks
over the referee on the night: “He
was the worst I’d ever seen,” said
left-back Emanuel Fabri. “He let
the Spanish players get away with
everything and he kept saying
things like ‘let’s go, play!” as if to
hurry usup.”
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REF. N. O. C.

Some time ago I gave a friend
abook that I had written and
that I had previously
registered. I wanted her to
read it and give me her
opinion before I published it,
because I am quite modest
about these things and I was
afraid it would not be good

enough. When I gave it to her,
she was recommending

certain changes, but suddenly
she stopped telling me
anything, and when I tried to
find her she would not
answer my phone calls or
emails. Now, all of a sudden, I
have discovered that she has
published a novel, where one
of the characters tells a story
identical to the one in my
book. Of course, my
indignation is tremendous,
because I trusted her and she
has taken advantage of my
work. Is there anything I can
do to claim?

If, as indicated in your ques-
tion, you are the owner of the
intellectual property rights of
that work, you can, among
other actions, report your
friend for plagiarism. As
measures to take, you could
request the suspension of the
exploitation of the work, the
removal of the illegal copies,
and even their destruction.
Obviously, you could also
claim compensation for dam-
ages.

REF. R. . A.

I have been living in a flat for
three months. I found the
house through a real estate
agency, which was responsible
for drafting the contract and
managing everything. Now
the owner has contacted me
and told me that from now on
he wants me to pay him the
rent in cash, and does not want
to accept payment by transfer.
Can he oblige me to do that?

According to the Law of Urban
Leases, the payment of the
rent must be made in the place
and by the system agreed in
the contract, and if nothing is
established, it must be done in
cash. If payment by transfer
was agreed, you can refuse to
pay in cash, but if nothing was
specified, the owner can de-
mand payment in cash and go
to the house for collection.
However, in this case the land-
lord is obliged to give you a re-
ceipt acknowledging that you
have made the payment.

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

Meaning no harm

s areader of this col-

umn you are almost

certainly an animal

lover. You abhor any
form of cruelty and would like to
see it stamped out. However, not
all cruelty is intentional and there
is much all of us can do.

What is most frustrating is when
you feel you want to act but are
powetless. Foremost in my mind
is the time we were in Aswan,
Egypt. We saw a baby crocodile for
sale in a market. The vendor was a
boy aged about eight and the croco-
dile had its jaws tightly closed with
arubber band was restrained with
string. Our first instinct was to buy
the unfortunate creature and re-
lease him in the nearby Nile but
this is a serious offence as Egypt
had spent years in ridding the Nile
of crocodiles. The lad also depended
on selling these animals for his
livelihood. We were resigned to
accept there was nothing we could
do. The memory still lingers.

In Naples there was a different
situation. I was making a televi-
sion documentary on slum condi-
tions and chose to live for four days
in one of those poverty-stricken
homes. The family were kind and
generous people. They had a don-
key for work, a dog for protection

and birds in cages which were sold
at the roadside to passing tourists.
But the saddle was too small and
rubbed the back of the donkey sore,
the dog was inflicted with ticks
and the birds lived in tiny cages.

I purchased a used saddle plus
ablanket from the local market
and showed the family how to fit
it, telling them the donkey would
live longer and serve them better.
Itaught the family how to remove
the ticks from the dog and how to
make bigger cages so the birds
would fetch a higher price.

In this case, here was a kind
family with every good intention,
but lacking in information. Nowa-
days, we still come across exam-
ples where lack of knowledge
causes animals distress. An exam-
pleIsee regularly is the underes-
timation of the cost of keeping ani-
mals, especially horses. Dogs and
cats need not only food but vacci-
nations and vets when ill, plus ken-
nelling when you are away.

All these costs often put a strain
on the household budget and dep-
rivation makes for unhappy ani-

mals. Especially at Christmas, if
you know of someone intending
to buy an animal as a gift, share
your knowledge with them. Why
should the animals suffer?
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know in a visual, comfortable and very sim-
ple way. Average land price, number of
properties available and, if any are of our
interest, we can view all the details and im-
ages on our smartphone straight away.

All of this, and much more, is what Valora
View, an innovative mobile app that allows
us to use augmented reality to search for
property to buy or rent, has to offer us.

With this free new service, available both
for BBVA clients and for those who are not
clients of the bank, BBVA launches a tool
which uses ‘big data’ to provide users with
recommended rental and purchase prices
for particular properties.

Allin a stress-free, natural way while we
walk through the streets where we wish to
set up our new home, assisted by the effi-
ciency of the new technologies.

Because when you choose a home it’s
very important to know the neighbourhood
it’s located in. The shops, the parks, the
neighbours... and with Valora View you
can explore the area you’d like to live in
to discover everything it has to offer.

The tool also allows users to mark prop-
erties as favourites or highlight their pre-
ferred characteristics for each one. Close
to schools, good price, for renovating, ori-
entation... notes that can be helpful later
on which it comes to making a decision.

MUCH MORE THAN JUST A REAL

ESTATE APP

The advantages and facilities provided by
Valora View don’t end after finding the right
property either.

This efficient digital tool helps us obtain
an estimation of the purchase or rental
price, and advises us on what a good ne-
gotiated price would be.

It also determines whether the user
would be better off buying or renting,
allows them to draw up a mortgage simu-
lation and even allows them to apply for
a mortgage in just one click. This means
the user has access to a huge amount of
great quality information regarding eve-

|

Aploneerlngaph. This tool is the first on the Spanish market to use the new tech-

nologies to offer users an integral house-hunting experience.

This app has been a pio-
neer in the Spanish market
and is available for BBVA
clients and also for those
who are not clients of the
bank

rything relating to their new home.

A GREAT WELCOME

Since it was launched at the end of May,
the ‘app’ has been downloaded more than
100,000 times and used to carry out more
than 275,000 searches, which has also led to
an increase in activity for BBVA Valora, the
benchmark house hunting application in this
country.

On the Spanish market, the number of
searches has surpassed 3 million since it was
launched almost two years ago, with a monthly
average of 150,000.Three out of every four
searches carried out over the last month, by
BBVA clients and by those who are not cli-
ents of the bank, were done on mobile de-
vices. This figure is even higher when it comes

to mortgage simulations, as 93% of the total
were done on a ‘smartphone’.

The tool allows each user to create a simu-
lation of what their mortgage would be like.
Since Valora was launched, 900,000 simula-
tions have been created.

This application has been a pioneer on the
Spanish market, as it was the first tool to
use the new technologies to come up with
recommended purchase or rental prices. The
tool has grown over time and in recent months
has incorporated an option to calculate the
value of the property purchased as well as
working out the associated expenses: elec-

tricity, water, community fees, etc. If neces-
sary, an estimate of how much a renovation
would cost can also be viewed.

A GOOD MOMENT FOR THE REAL ESTATE
MARKET

Figures don’t lie, the Spanish (and more par-
ticularly the Andalusian) market is experi-
encing a moment of prosperity. The region
closed 2017 with 96,497 home sales, 15.6%
more than the year before.

Moreover, three of every ten of these prop-
erties were in Malaga, which was one of the
busiest provinces along with Seville.

In general, from 2013 to the end of 2017,
sales in Andalusia have grown 64.2%, a per-
centage that while slightly lower than the av-
erage for the whole of Spain certainly reveals
some fantastic figures that have been main-
tained this year, as in the first quarter more
than 26,100 homes were sold, an increase of
5.7% compared to the same quarter in 2017.

Properties purchased as second homes by
residents of other provinces accounted for
15.8% while those sold to foreigners repre-
sent 16.6% of the total. This segment of buy-
ers has greater weight in Malaga, where it ac-
counts for 33.5% of transactions.

The majority of Andalusians who buy a
second home do so in other provinces of An-
dalusia. Mélaga is the favourite province for
buyers from Cadiz (42%), Cordoba (53.5%),
Jaen (31.6%) and Granada (38.2%), while
those from Seville choose Cadiz, those from
Malaga choose Granada and those from Hu-
elva choose Seville.

When it comes to property prices, in the
first quarter of the year registered and in-
crease of 1.4%.

Finally, according to forecasts the weight
of the national demand on the Andalusian
real estate market will be slightly higher than
the overall average. According to BBVA Re-
search, in 2019 Andalusia will register a growth
just two decimal points under the national
average.
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Horizonte BBVA
VALORAVIEW, THE SMART APP
"This innovative mobile app by BBVA uses augmented reality to ease the house-hunting process,
making it a comfortable, simple and natural one
House hunting, whether for a home to buy
or to rent, has traditionally always been a Valora View has been
tricky task. Hours of fruitless searches
through multiple sources to find a property downloaded more than
for which, in many cases, you can’t even 100,000 times since its
pinpoint the location. Up until now, that is. !
Thanks to BBVA all we have to do now launch at the end of May
to find our ideal home is to take a walk and has been used to carry
through the neighbourhood we’re inter-
ested in, point our mobile phone at a build- out more than 275,000
ing and find out everything we need to searches




= HEALTH&BEAUTY
Rest in freeze

A companyin
Valenciais a
pioneer in Europe
by offering
cryopreservation
services. It says it
already has two
clients

:: SUSANA ZAMORA

alt Disney, who had
lung cancer, dreamed
of prolonging his ex-
istence beyond death
and asked his loved ones to freeze his
body after he died (he died in 1966).
He wanted to be the first person to
be cryopreserved, believing that one
day, when medical advances made it
possible, doctors could wake him up
and he could go back to how he used
to be. At that time many people be-
lieved in that utopia. Nowadays some
still think Disney is being kept at mi-
nus 196 degrees in an aluminium cap-
sule, waiting for science to give him
back his life, but in fact it never hap-
pened. His family considered it to be
an infantile fantasy, and had him cre-
mated. So, Walt wasn’t a pioneer in
cryotherapy after all.
That position is actually held by
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James Bedford, who died on 12 Janu-
ary 1967. Minutes before breathing
his last breath, this psychology pro-
fessor placed himselfin the hands of
the recently constituted Cryonics So-
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Cryotherapy is new to Spain and Europe, but not to the USA or Russia. ::

ciety of California, persuaded that a
scientific advance would bring him
back into this world again. Fifty-
one years later, the miracle has not
happened... “yet”, say those who
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have blind faith in a technique, as
experimental as it is controversial,
which “will be totally viable
within a few years”.

One of these is Albert Estrada, the

December 21st to 27th 2018
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medical director of Cecryon, a com-
pany in Valencia which will be the
first in Europe to offer a corpse cryo-
preservation service. “We have suf-
ficient arguments to think that cryo-
preserved people will be recuperated
one day,” he says. The main one is sci-
entific and technological evolution.
In the case of cryopreservation, the
difficulties lie in technical problems
derived from the large size of an adult
human body. About 30 years ago they
started to cryopreserve bull sperm,
then ovules and embryos, and today
they can vitrify and then recover a
sheep’s ovary or rabbit’s kidney with
biological viability. Next it will be a
whole rabbit, then a cat, a pig and fi-
nally a human. “We will recover the
patients when the medical techniques
exist to bring them back to life in full
health,” says Estrada.

A money-making exercise
They don’t see it like that at the Ob-
servatory of Bioethics and Law at the
University of Barcelona. On the con-
trary, they consider this to be just an-
other money-making exercise which
generates false expectations because
“there is no scientific, legal or ethi-
cal guarantee” to sustain it.

Obtaining a ‘passport’ for a hypo-
thetical second life isn’t cheap. The
client has to pay 200,000 euros while
they are alive, and the success of the
procedure, say those who have intro-
duced it in Spain, will depend on the
speed with which it is carried out af-
ter death.

“Once declared clinically dead, the
individual’s tissues start to be dam-
aged through the effect of hypoxia,”
explains Estrada, who is a specialist
in clinical biochemistry. “When the
heart stops beating, oxygen doesn’t
reach the organs and the brain is more

CRYOPRESERVATION

A complicated technique

Cryopreservation consists of
lowing the temperature of the
human body to minus 130 de-
grees, extracting the blood and
substituting it with a cryogenic
liquid, a type of antifreeze, to

preserve it. Then, it is placed in
a capsule with liquid nitrogen.
The idea is to keep it there until
medicine has found a cure for
the illness which caused the
death.

"The objective is for the per-
son to come back to life in a
perfect state of health,"” says
Albert Estrada, of Cecryon.

Three centres in the world
Only three organisations in the
world offer this service: the
Cryonics Institute (Cl), in Michi-
gan, USA; Alcor, in the branch
of Cl in Arizona, and KrioRus in
Russia. At present about 400
people have been cryopreser-
ved (350 in the USA and the
rest in Russia).

200,000

euros, plus IVA, is the amount
the Cecryon company charges
anybody who wants to undergo
a cryopreservation service after
their death. Payment, obvious-
ly, is required in advance.

Isitlegal in Spain?

Article 6 of Decreto
2263/1974, dated 20 July, says
the final destination for any
corpse has to be burial in an
authorised site, cremation or
immersion at sea. Spanish le-
gislation does not include any
specific regulations about
cryopreservation.
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A LOOK BACK

James Bedford, the
first to be
cryopreserved

On 12 January 2018 it was 51I
years since James Bedford, an
American professor of Psychol-
ogy at the University

of California, died e

at the age of 73 !
from kidney can-
cer. He was the
first person to be
encapsulated,
waiting for suffi-
cient medical advances to

beat death. They put him in ice
and kept him connected to an
artificial respiration machine.
Then they injected him with
dimethyl sulfoxide, a liquid
which had begun to be used as
a cryopreservative, and froze
him with dry ice before sub-
merging him in liquid nitro-
gen. He is still kept at the Alcor
Life Extension Foundation.

sensitive to this deficit. It is crucial
to keep the blood flowing, lower the
body temperature with water and ice
and inject heparin to stop the forma-
tion of clots which obstruct the vas-
cular tree and later stop us adminis-
tering cryoprotective substances”.
Thisis a type of anticoagulant de-
signed to stop crystals forming.

The procedure has to be carried out
extremely slowly in order to avoid
fractures; it can take up to five days.
Cecryon plans to carry it out at a spe-
cially prepared 1,500-square-metre
facility at the private Parque San Jaime
de Ribarroja crematorium, in Valen-
cia. The company has invested more
than one million euros in it and says
two clients already have their cryo-
capsules prepared. There they will re-
main ‘sine die’ in liquid nitrogen, in
the hope of coming back to life one
day. If that were to happen, what con-
dition would they be in when they
returned to the world? Would they
remember their previous life?

Estrada has no doubts. “They will
retain all their memory,” he insists.

“These days scientists vitrify and re-
cover small worms who have previ-
ously been trained to look for food in
a particular place and after passing
through the process they still remem-
ber what they had learned. We also
know of people whose hearts have
stopped for more than two hours and
had no brain activity, whose memo-
ries and personality remained intact
after they recover.”
The Spanish Bioethics Society
doesn’t believe the example of the
worm can be extrapolated to a hu-
man being, “when we have 200
different types of cells and mil-
lions of them in our bodies,” in-
sists Francisco José Ramiro. “What
isreally complicated is that those cells
don’t die during the freezing, and at
present there is no experimental evi-
dence about the freezing and unfreez-
ing processes. From a medical point
of view, this can’t be taken seriously,
and from the ethical angle, it is play-
ing on people’s wishes for survival”.
Cryopreservation itself is not new.
About 350 people in the USA have
been cryopreserved, and about 500
in Russia. Estrada is convinced that
his business will be successful, “be-
cause we are the only viable alterna-
tive once current medical technol-
ogy can do nothing more for the pa-
tient,” he says.

A family passion

Albert grew up in this field because
his father, Luis Estrada, is the presi-
dent of the Spanish Cryonics Society.
He is aware of misgivings in the medi-
cal profession. “I don’t want to con-
vert anyone or sell the product to any-
body; anyone who wants to die can
die,” he says.

Spanish legislation does not in-
clude any specific rules regarding
cryogenisation with a view to bring-
ing people back to life when the ill-
ness which caused their death can be
cured. A decree from 1974 says there
are three options when somebody
dies: burial in an authorised site, cre-
mation or immersion out at sea.

However, Albert Estrada says re-
gional rules in Valencia recognise that
abody can be preserved. “We are li-
cenced as a crematorium and the
authorities only ask us to have an
oven available for sanitary purposes.
We will never use it, but they think
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itisneeded in case a corpse putrefies
and has to be incinerated,” he says.
Ribarroja del Turia town hall, how-
ever, says the company is only li-
cenced for cremation.

preservation service, they’ll have to
apply to the Health Ministry for an
expanded licence. With that docu-
mentation, we will ask the regional
government what technical require-
ments the project will have to fulfil
in order for us to grant them the per-
mit. At the moment, though, they
don’t have that permission,” insists
the mayor, Roberto Raga.
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“If they want to provide a cryo-

- CONSULTANT - COUNSELLING/
ORTHOPAEDIC PSYCHOTHERAPY
SURGEON Christie Nicholas
Dr. Alf Neuhaus - OSTHEOPATH

- OPHTHALMOLOGIST Christie Nicholas
Dr. Mariano Salvatierra

- PHYSIOTHERAPISTS PY
David Peromingo
Tamara Abramovich

C/ MERCURIO 75. 29631 ARROYO DE LA MIEL | (+34) 95257 77 66
info@clinicasandalf.com | www. clinicasandalf.com

SONTEC WISHES YOU A
MERRY CHRISTMAS

Start hearing Better today!!!!
Only SONTEC offers all this

5 Star Service

¥ Free 7 Point Hearing Test
% Speech Therapy

¥ Professional Service

% Money Back Guarantee
% All Make Repairs

OR A FREE HEARING TEST
952 667 402 - www.sontec.es

/_\

% (sonTEC

INTERNAT/IONAL
HEARING CENTRES

Find our nearest centre in Torre del Mar, Vélez Malaga, Marbella, Fuengirola

James Bedford's ‘body was cryopreserved. :: r.c.




34 | HEALTH&BEAUTY |

 CLINICA ESTETICA CONTUR
o |

e Y OUr peauty Clinic INn &

Naturally beautiful at the festive days with our Christmas Specials

Christmas Chocolate Ritual

Stimulate your senses, eliminate tensions
and reach an optimal level of wellness

Super Lifting Program
Non invasive face lift

» Natural ingredient Extracts Before 150€
« Organic exfoliation Now 49€ » No Surgery Now 89€
* Warm vegan chocolate wrap r—— * No Botox P— ]
« Relaxing massage using bio ” SPECIAL « No side effects . SPECIAL
coconut oil _OFFER « Immediate results . OFFER

Centro Comercial Contur 1A - Elviria - 29604 Marbella - Tel: 95155 66 77 / 682 69 04 27
Opening hours: Mo.-Fr. 10AM-6PM - info@esteticacontur.com - www.esteticacontur.com

December 21st to 27th 2018
SUR IN ENGLISH

Malaga hospital hosts an exhibition of
photos used for a cancer charity calendar

The display, titled 'The art
of living', can be viewed
in the entrance to the
consulting room areain
the patio of B tower at
the Clinico hospital

.= A.E.

MALAGA. The Clinico Universi-
tario hospital in Malaga city is cu-
rrently holding an exhibition of
the photographs which have been
used for the Spanish Association
against Cancer (AECC) 2019 calen-
dar, called ‘El arte de vivir’ (The
art of living).

The display can be viewed in the
entrance to the consulting room
area off the patio in the hospital’s
B tower. There are also informa-
tion desks about the association
and the calendars which feature
these photographs can be purcha-

Volunteers, A_\ECC members and staff at the hospital, at the exhibition. :: sur

sed there as well.

To mark this initiative, volun-
teers and representatives of the
AECC were recently invited to visit
the biomedical research laboratory
at the hospital, which is part of the
Malaga Institute of Biomedical Re-
search (Ibima). Those who took
part in the guided tour of all the
translational research departments
included the manager of the AECC
in Malaga, Pedro Gonzalez, and
some of the volunteers and nur-
ses from different departments in
the Clinico hospital.

The photographs

This is the 14th year in which the
photos from the annual calendar
have been put on display at the
hospital. This year 60 patients were
featured in the 12 photos, most of
whom are volunteers with AECC,
and the aim was to reflect the posi-
tivity and determination of peo-
ple who are affected by cancer to
overcome their illness.

Each of the photos was inspired
by classic works from famous crea-
tors, but they were given a per-
sonal and individual touch by the
photographers, who provided their
services free of charge.
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Luis Brito with his doctors. :: sur

World kitesurfing champion
Luis Brito chooses the Hospital
Ochoa for a knee operation

:: SUR

MARBELLA. This week the world
kitesurfing champion, Luis Brito,
underwent knee surgery at the
Hospital Ochoa in Marbella. The
Italian sportsman suffered a se-
rious injury at the end of June whi-
le competing in Tarifa.

“Iended up breaking my left
knee; my right ankle had been hur-
ting and because I was afraid to use
it very much I did too much with
my left and then felt my knee
break,” he explains.

The kitesurfing champion deci-
ded to place himself in the hands

of traumatologist Rafael Corrales,
and it was he, with Eric Margalet,
who carried out the operation.

“I have every confidence in Rafa
and I came to Marbella so he could
do a resonance scan,” says Luis.
“He recommended doing the ope-
ration in two stages.”

About three weeks after the in-
jury occurred, doctors at the Mar-
galet Institute performed initial
surgery on the meniscus and late-
ral ligament, and this week the sur-
geons used an innovative biologi-
cal therapy to reconstruct the rear
cruciate ligament.

Quirén expands
its presencein
Marbella witha
new 1,000m2
medical facility

:: H. BARBOTTA

MARBELLA. The Quirénsalud
hospital group has opened a new
centre in Marbella as part of its
plans to expand and improve its
facilities.

The new centre, which was
inaugurated this week, is 1,000
square metres in size, on two
floors, and has specialist con-
sulting rooms and diagnostic
testing areas. It can be directly
accessed from Avenida Severo
Ochoa, beside the Quirénsalud
Marbella hospital.

This latest generation medi-
cal centre has 13 consulting
rooms, facilities for functional
tests and offers a complete ran-
ge of medical-surgical services.
It even has a new Traffic Unit,
with a gymnasium and 63 squa-
re metre rehabilitation area, its
own consulting room and a wai-
ting room.

The new centre was opened
by Pilar Serrano, regional ma-
nager of Quirénsalud in Anda-
lucia, and Tomads Urda, mana-
ging director of Quirénsalud
Marbella. It is the fifth Quirén-
salud centre in Marbella and the
ninth in Malaga province.
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Merry X-mas and
a happy & healthy
New Year 2019

®

Personal and professional
assistance in your language

Top doctors and
the best private clinics

Contractual guarantees:
No policy cancellation.
No premium increase due to age

Immediate access
with no waiting lists

Extensive annual
check ups and
second medical opinions

“Residencia” in Spain?
We can help you

- Benalmadena Costa - Av. de las Palmeras, 15 - 952 447 709
- Guadalmina - C. C. Guadalmina Ill - Oficina 1 - 952 883 519
- Nerja - Every Friday from 9.30 am to 1.30 pm - Moin Moin

Pasaje Dr. Fleming -

952 447 709

Wwww.asssa.es

Although people tend to go to a
physiotherapist foloowing an in-
jury or affliction, apart from just
providing remedial treatment these
professionals also help patients to
recover, maintain and take care
of their health. That’s the philoso-
phy at Andro Fisioterapia, an ad-
vanced centre that works from the
base of a personalised and indi-
vidualised recovery methodology
to avoid future injuries and guar-
antee users’ wellbeing.

As Andro Navarro, physio-
therapist and clinic manager, ex-
plains: “As well as the clinical
treatments for pain, inflamma-
tion and mobility, we employ
therapeutic and/or guided in-
dividual or group functional ex-
ercise to normalise the injury and
leave the patient even better than
before they were injured.”

In doing so, this clinic’s main

Images of the centre and the staff at Andro Physioterapia.:: ar

goal is to improve its patients’
quality of life with the greatest
possible efficiency. To achieve
this, Andro Fisioterapia applies
the latest therapeutic techniques

that have proven effective in in-
jury recovery, from eco-guided
invasive physiotherapy to focal
vibes or hyperthermia equipment
such as Indiba, among others.

QUALITY This advanced physiotherapy centre works with the latest technology and equipment in the sector to
offer patients and integral service of the highest quality

ANDRO FISIOTERAPIA,ATTHE FOREFRON'T
OF HEALTH IN ESTEPONA

The centre, with more than
400 metres of facilities, has dif-
ferent care units including,
among others, pelvic floor, func-
tional recovery, aesthetics or traf-
fic accidents, a free service for
victims who are up-to-date with
their insurance payments.

It’s hardly surprising, there-
fore, that in little more than a
year and a half Andro Fisiotera-
pia has become the benchmark
centre for health in Estepona.

ANDRO
Fisioterapia

CONTACT

Calle Mozart, Edif. Los Corales 2;
Blogque 8, Local 1. Estepona.
Telephone: 615 31 68 53
www.androfisioterapia.com

ADVERTORIAL
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NEW LIMITED OPENING OFFER

Valid until end of November
ONE VISIT > AMAZING RESULTS

A lack of sunshine,
smoking and pollution
are all factors involved
in multiple sclerosis

e

»

ANGEL
ESCALERA

P4 aescalera@diariosur.es

The number of cases of
this chronic, auto-
immune and
neurodegenerative
illness has doubled in
Spain in the past 20 years

MALAGA. Genetics are often re-
lated to the appearance of multiple
sclerosis, but scientists have discov-
ered that environmental factors also
have a lot to do with more than half
of cases of this chronic, auto-immune,
inflammatory, demyelinating and
neurodegenerative illness.

For example, a lack of vitamin D
(through low exposure to sunlight),
smoking, pollution and a diet with

too much fat increase the risk of suf-
fering from multiple sclerosis, an ill-
ness whose incidence has doubled in
Malaga province (and the rest of
Spain) in the past 20 years, says neu-
rologist Oscar Fernandez, one of the
most renowned Spanish experts in
the condition.

At present about 1,200 people in
Malaga province suffer from mul-
tiple sclerosis. Twenty years ago,
the number was around 600.

In an interview to mark Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis Day, Dr
Fernandez explained that people
should be in the sunshine for be-
tween ten and 15 minutes every day,
and he referred to a study carried out
in Malaga, Tenerife and Madrid which
showed that many people are low in
vitamin D because they don’t get
enough sun. Another risk factor in-
volved in multiple sclerosis is smok-
ing. Pollution also has an effect on
this and other auto-immune illnesses.
In terms of dietary recommenda-
tions, Oscar Fernandez says the Medi-
terranean diet is best. “It is good to

F

Oscar Ferndndez. :: sur

eat fish, pulses, vegetables and fruits,”
he advises.

In Andalucia there are currently
about 8,000 patients, out of a total
0f 47,000 in Spain. Two out of every

three people with multiple scle-
rosis are women.
The increase in sclerosis cases,
in addition to environmental fac-
tors, is related to the creation of spe-
cialist units to attend to patients and
greater knowledge about the illness;
this means more people are being di-
agnosed and there are more effective
treatments.

Every year 1,800 new cases are di-
agnosed in Spain, of whom about 70
per cent are people aged between 20
and 40. These days multiple sclero-
sis is the second cause of disability
among young Spanish people, after

Archive photo of a patient having a CAT scan. :: sur

traffic accidents.

The president of the Malaga Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Association, Baltasar
del Moral, says that this year the as-
sociation is calling for every patient
to be recognised as having at least 33
per cent disability.

It also wants people with this ill-
ness to be entitled to rehabilitation
and physiotherapy treatments on the
Andalusian public health service.

However, there is at least some
good news: research into multiple
sclerosis is making good progress, and
this will benefit those who suffer
from it.

marbella

International Hospital

¥51 829 267

hcmarbella.com

fYin G+®

Merry Christmas!

Best wishes...

And the best diagnosis.
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EXHIBITIONS

Sonyé Radan, Benezra Calley

Alpino Club

San Pedro de Alcantara. Until 4
January. Centro Cultural San Pe-
dro, Plaza de Ia Libertad.

Fifty photos showing the 35-year
history of the club including some
of the expedition up the
Himalayas.

Benezra Gallery

Marbella. Until 8 January. Avda
Tomds Pascual, Urb La Quinta
Golf.

Yugoslavian artist Sonya Radan is
exhibiting some of her work at the
gallery.

Giovanni Ozzola

Ronda. Until 25 January. Museo
Unicaja Joaquin Peinado.

Italian artist Giovanni Ozzola is ex-
hibitiong some of his works. They
include different formats such as
video, photography and sculpture.

Yusto Giner

Marbella. Until 30 December. Gal-
eria Yusto Giner, C/Madera.

An exhibition by artist Eduardo
Balanza entitled Remix.

Movimiento Espartaco
Marbella. Until 18 April 2020.
Museo Ralli Marbella.

For the first time in Spain, an ex-
hibition of works by the Argen-
tinian collective of the 60s who
expressed the political and social
proble ms of the country through
their art.

Diego Santos

Malaga. Until 27 December. Igna-
cio del Rio studio. C/San Lorenzo.
Malaga artist Diego Santos is hold-
ing an exhibition of his works all
with the theme of the female
form. Opening times are from
Monday to Friday 5-8pm. Other
times by appointment (tel:
667057356)

r

Fashion exhibition

Malaga. Until 8 January. Museo
Automovilistico y de la Moda.
Beautiful dresses and hats, each

one a work of art, from the 40s and
50s when the aristocrats and
famous had their clothes made by
top designers in luxurious silks and
decorated with diamantes, crystals,
feathers and precious stones.

Pepe Espaiia

Malaga. Until 30 January. Mu-
seum Jorge Rando.

A collective exhibition of forgotten
Malaga artists starting with José
Luis Jiménez Espafia, known as
Pepe Espaiia.

Picasso’s Aquatints

Malaga. Until 3 February. Picasso
Museo Casa Natal.

Similar to the process for making
etchings, Picasso made aquatints
with acid on metal plaques. He
then printed off his image.

San Telmo Escuela de Arte
Malaga. Until 31 January. Sala Mo-

reno Villa, C/Merced.

Students at the San Telmo school
will be exhibiting their work cover-
ing a broad selection of subject
matter and styles.

Un experimento

Malaga. Until 4 January. Univer-
sity of Malaga Rectory. Open
Monday - Saturday 10am-2pm,
5pm-9pm.

Works from the artist Francisco
Ferrer Lerin.

Nativity Scene

Malaga. Until 5 January, Sala Min-
gorance, Archivo Municipal,
Alameda Principal 23.
Ahand-crafted ‘Belen’ has been set
up in one of the Salas Mingorance
of the Archivo Municipal. It has
been made by José Maria Mesa a
teacher from the Canary Islands.

Galeria JM

'WHAT TODO |~

San Telmo, Malaga

Malaga. Until 11 January. Duquesa
de Parcent 12.

Los Suefios de Dante is the name of
the new exhibition at the galeria
being inaugurated on 1 December
at12.30pm. It is a display of works
by Daniel Cuberta, Federico Guz-
man, Judith Samen, José Luis Val-
verde and Santiago Ydafiez. More
info: galeria@galeriajm.com

Mas Arte

Malaga. Until 11 January 2019.
Restaurante Castafio Oscuro, next
to El Corte Inglés.

Sixteen artists with distinctive
styles and using various media will
be exhibiting their works entitled
’GastroArte’ inside the restaurant.
The exhibition has been organised
by the Mas Arte group.

v IR

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL

THEBESTGIFT 4

A TRIBUTE TO THE ORIGINS OF CIRQUE

MALAGA OPENS SEPTEMBER 13th 2019
UNDER THE BIG TOP

TICKETS ON SALENOW ! CIRQUEDUSOLEIL.COM/KOOZA
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EXHIBITIONS

Pianos of Malaga

Malaga. Until 13 January 2019. El
Museo del Patrimonio Municipal.
An exhibition exploring the crea-
tion and playing of the piano.

College of Architects

Malaga. Until 20 January. Sala La
Concha, Museo de Patrimonio
Municipal.

Around 70 works selected from the
contemporary art held at the

Referencias Andaluzas

Malaga. Until 3 February. Museo
Picasso Malaga.

A collection of works demonstrat-
ing the influence of Mediterranean
culture on Picasso’s art.

Inflatable art

Malaga. Until 10 February, 9.30am
- 8pm. Centro Pompidou.

An exhibition ‘Constuir el aire. Ar-
quitectura y disefio hinchable,
1960-1975’ is based on inflatable
furniture and other objects that
were designed in the period be-

Malaga College of Architects. tween 1960 and 1975.

La Infancia Malaga Cathedral

Malaga. Until 27 January. Museo Malaga. Until 28 February, 10am -
Félix Revello de Toro 6pm.

Eleven oil paintings completed
between 1973 and 2016 by Félix
Revello de Toro all featuring
children. The exhibition coincides
with the eighth anniversary of the
opening of the museum.

‘Unfinished Symphony’ is the title
of the exhibition at Malaga Cathe-
dral. It demonstrates the develop-
ment process of the cathedral
which has been in construction
through several periods of history
from the Renaissance, from 1527 to
15 88; and the Baroque, from 1721
until 1782. This architectural treas-
ure is yet to be completed.

José Maria Baez

Malaga. Until 10 March. Centro de
Arte Contemporaneo.

Around 150 works by artist José
Maria Baez (Jerez de la Frontera,
Cadiz, 1949), are on display.

Dionisio Gonzalez

Malaga. Until 17 March, Centro de
Arte Contemporaneo.

Parresia y Lugar is the latest
exhibition at the CAC in Malaga. It

is the most important solo
exhibition by Dionisio Gonzilez in
Spain in recent years. Around a
hundred works are on display,
among them photographs, videos,
holographic prisms and scale
models.

Cristébal Toral

Antequera. Until 26 April. Museo
de Ia Ciudad de Antequera.
Internationally famous, local artist
Cristébal Toral returns to his roots
with a magnificent exhibition of
over fifty of his large format works.
The paintings were created over
the last forty years and there is also
a display he has made comprising
500 suitcases and holdalls.

Pilar Peiia

Mijas. Until 7 January. Casa Museo
de Mijas.

An exhibition of paintings by local
artist Pilar Pefia.

Mau Pavon
La Calade Mijas. Until 28 January.

Centro Cultural.

Mauricio Pavon uses a bright pallet
of colours for his ‘experimental’
works.

Galeria Krabbe

Frigiliana. Until 8 January.
C/Rosarico.

The Christmas exhibition at the
Galeria Krabbe consists of
Dorthe Krabbe’s recent ceramic
sculptures accompanied by
lithographs by Danish artist Lars
Nergard. Itincludes the world’s
largest colour lithograph
(200x280cm), created in col-
laboration with Christian Bram-
sen at Atelier Clot, Bramsen and
Brunholt, in Paris. Email: gale-
riakrabbe@gmail.com

‘Buly’ exhibition

Vélez-Malaga. Until 10 February.
Centro de Arte Contemporaneo.
Huelva artist Aurelio Diaz Trillo,
known as ‘Buly’, is exhibiting nine
of his works which include draw-
ings, paintings and sculptures.

Impressionism & photography
Algeciras. Until 28 December.
Galeria UFCA.

Exhibition by Manuela Quirds,
from Algeciras, a photographer
who alongside her digital images
has a series of paintings that
complement her photography.

Collective exhibition
Almufiécar. Until 6 January. C/Vé-
lez 2.

Art work by Beatriz Pefialver, An-
nabel Keatley, Gym Halama, Carlos
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Marquez, Javier Domenech.

Nativity scene

Torremolinos. Until 6 January.
Lower floor of the town hall.

The town hall Nativity Scene is
open for visitors 9am-1.30pm and
5.30-7.30pm week days and 10am-
2pm, 5.30-7.30pm Saturdays and
Sundays.

CHARITY

Masquerade Ball for Cudeca
Mijas. 21 December, 7.30pm. Res-
taurante Valparaiso. 30€.
Entertainment by Simone and Mr
Maph. Masks on sale or bring your
own. A full menu with welcome
drinks and canapes on arrival.
Reservations: restaurant Valparaiso
952485996 or call Suzy:
619444184.

' :‘ MARY POPPINS RETURNS

: Director Rob Marshall
"' Starring Emily Blunt, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Ben Whishaw
B ANIMATION - 130 min.

Language: English

§ Friday 21: 18:00, 20:15

o Saturday 22: 15:40, 18:05, 20:15

¥ Sunday 23: 11:30, 15:40, 18:05, 20:15
! Monday 24: 15:30, 17:50

Wl Tuesday 25: 18:00, 20:15

\ Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27: 15:40, 18:05, 20:15

MOVIE LISTING
From Friday 21st

to Thursday 27th December

ORIGINAL VERSION SUBTITLED SPANISH

B

INTO THE SPIDER-VERSE

SPIDER-MAN: INTO THE SPIDER-VERSE

Director Bob Persichetti, Peter Ramsey

Voices Shameik Moore, Jake Johnson, Hailee Steinfeld

ANIMATION - 117 min.
Language: English

Friday 21: 18:00
| Saturday 22 and Sunday 23: 15:45, 18:00
| Monday 24: 15:30 - Tuesday 25: 18:00
Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27: 15:45, 18:00

A7

IN CINEMAS NOVEMBER 21

AQUAMAN

Director James Wan

ACTION - 143 min.
Language: English

22:45

Starring lason Momoa, Amber Heard, Willem Dafoe

| Friday 21: 17:40, 20:05, 22:45
i1 Saturday 22 and Sunday 23: 15:40, 17:40, 20:05, 22:45
B Monday 24: 15:30, 17:30
i "- Tuesday 25: 18:00, 20:05, 22:45

8 Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27: 15:40, 17:40, 20:05,

2’

At

= ' RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET

ANIMATION - 112 min.
Language: English

Friday 21: 18:00

Monday 24: 15:30
| Tuesday 25: 18:00

l Director Phil Johnston and Rich Moore
Voices John C. Reilly, Sarah Silverman, Gal Gadot

.. Saturday 22: 15:50, 18:00
Sunday 23: 11:30, 15:50

| Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27: 15:50, 18:00

@

THE GRINCH

R rricay 21: 18:15
M e B saturday 22: 15:45
B Sunday 23: 11:45, 15:45
Monday 24: 15:30 - Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27: 15:45

=

MORTAL ENGINES

. From Friday 21 to Sunday 23: 22:45
From Tuesday 25 to Thursday 27: 22:45
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OFM, Malaga.

One thousand lights for
Cudeca

Malaga. 27 December, 7-9pm.
Plaza de Ia Merced.

Join Cudeca in lighting a candle in
memory of loved ones who are
suffering, or have suffered with
cancer. There will also be a tree to
which special messages of hope
and sympathy can be attached.

Charity run

Torremolinos. 31 December,
10.30am Plaza Blas Infante.

The annual San Silvestre Solidaria
de Torremolinos run (4km) will set
off from the Plaza Blas Infante.
Registration is online:
https://pmdt.torremolinos.es/iv-
san-silvestre-de-torremolinos/
Fancy dress encouraged with prizes
for best.

The Wall Bar

Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del
Patio, 11pm, entry free.

22 December. Irissoboe. Oboe and
acoustic guitar play adapted jazz,
soul, rock and pop music.

29 December. Baker Street. Javier-
Palomo and Pepe Triano play jazz
hits. Vocals, guitar and cello.

Dr Noin concert

Nerja. 21 December, 9pm. Centro
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 12€.

Dr No will play hits by bands such
as The Beatles and the Rolling
Stones as well as Bob Marley, Sam
Cooke and Amy Winehouse.

The Rat Pack live

Marbella. 22 December, 9pm.
Déss restaurant, Artola Alta, Cabo
Pino.

The Rat Pack will be performing all
the best known tracks by the
original Rat Pack (Dean Martin,
Frank Sinatra and Sammy Davis
jnr.) Tickets direct from the
restaurant call: 952 000 772 or
www.dossmarbella.com

Joe Cocker tribute

Malaga. 22 December, 10pm. La
Cochera Cabaret. 10€.

The Mad Dogs tribute band will be
playing some of Joe Cocker’s
greatest hits such as Youa Are So
Beautiful, Watching The River
Flow, When The Night Comes etc.

Spiders From Marbs

Coin. 22 December, 9pm. El Cruce
restaurant. 5€.

The Bowie tribute band Spiders
From Marbs, will be performing
some of David Bowie’s greatest

Viewpaoint

The Book Show

Spain Today
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hits.

Christmas Karaoke

Mijas. 22 December, 7.30pm. Hotel
Tamisa Golf.

DJ Lee Jay will be hosting the kar-
aoke mike. Tickets 25€ per person
which includes mulled wine, two-
course dinner and half a bottle of
wine per person. Also for 100€ per
couple for a twin room. Booking es-
sential:call 722 336 978 or email
reservas@hoteltamisagolf.com

Baroque orchestra

Malaga. 22 December, 8pm. Audi-
torio Edgar Neville.

The Joven Orquesta Barroca de An-
dalucia (JOBA) under the baton of
Hiro Kurosaki, will play pieces by
Torelli, Corelli, Facco, Mafredini
and Pez.

Choir and orchestra

Malaga 22 December, 8pm. Sala
Maria Cristina.

The Orquesta Promusica de Malaga
with the Santa Maria de la Victoria
choir and violin soloists David
Barea and Angel Triguero will be in
concert. The conductor will be Ja-
vier Claudio.

Joven Orquesta Mediterranea
Almufiécar. 2 January, 7pm. Casa de
la Cultura.

The orchestra will be playing
pieces by Sibelius, Shostakovich,
Strauss and Lehar. Conducted by
Michael Thomas.

Malaga Philharmonic
Orchestra

Malaga. Teatro Cervantes

21 December, 8.30pm.
Rachmaninov’s concerto for piano
and orchestra in C minor with pi-
anist Kun-Woo Paik. Followed by
Spanish carols with the Carmina
Nova choir to end the programme
for this year.

3 January, 8pm, A special New
Year’s concert by the OFM con-
ducted by Georg Mark. The orches-
tra will play pieces by J Strauss, C.
M. Ziehrer and R. Heuberger.

Concerts at the Jorge Rando
Museum

Malaga. 28 December, 7pm.

The Santa Cecilia choir will be
singing traditional Spanish Christ-
mas carols.

Malaga centre concerts
Malaga. Until 28 December. Plaza
de Ia Constitucion.

There will be 20 free concerts in
the Plaza de la Constitucion over
the Christmas period with two
concerts every day. Besides tradi-
tional flamenco and zambombas,
there will be jazz, gospel, orches-
tras and choirs.

Teresa Karcher

Almuiécar. 29 December, 8pm.
Casa de la Cultura.

A concert by Teresa Karcher with
songs by Lorca, Falla, Bizet and
Marifio.

Gospel choir

Almufécar. 29 December, 7pm.

Casa de la Cultura.

Rebeca Rods and the Black Light
Gospel Choir will be performing.

Gibraltar. 3 January, 8.30pm. John
Mackintosh Hall.

A concert with the European Sin-
fonietta conducted by James
Ham. The main concert is pre-
ceded by one for children (free)
at 5.30pm. Tickets for the chil-
dren’s concert can be collected
from the City Hall and Mario
Finlayson Art gallery. Tickets for
the main concert are £20 from
Sacarello’s Coffee Shop, the Sil-
ver Shop or from the Society on
20072134 or
http://www.buytickets.gi

Flamenco Abierto

Vélez-Malaga. Penia Flamenca
Nifio de Vélez, C/Tejeda 10.

22 December. 2pm. Zambomba del
Sur a Belen.

26 December. 8.30pm. Zambomba
de Santiago Al Perchel.

27 December. 8.30pm. Zambomba
Flamenca de Alejandro Estrada.

Casa Pestiio

Torremolinos. 21 December, 6pm.
Plaza de la Nogalera. Free.

Popular songs and Spanish carols at
this Christmas special zambomba.

Zambomba

Malaga. 22 December, 8pm. Teatro
Cervantes.

Encarni Navarro will be singing in
this special Christmas show.

Encarni Navarro. Malaga

Las Maiianitas

Algatocin. Until 22 December
from 5am.

The inhabitants of Algatocin go to a
special mass (misa de aguinaldo)
early in the morning and then walk
through the streets of the village
singing Spanish carols (villancicos).

DiadeJeva

Antequera. 25 December, in the
morning.

Spanish carols, mantecados and a
religious procession make up the
Dia de Jeva which is celebratedin
various hamlets around Antequera.

The Arts Society de la Frontera
San Roque. 21 December, 11am.
San Roque Golf and Country Club.
Visitors 12€

“Monet and his Gardens’

An illustrated talk by Brian Healey
delafrontera@theartssociety.org

New Year's Concert

Magic Show

39

Coin. 26 December, 6.30pm. Plaza
de la Alameda.

Ayoung group of magicians called

Malabaramagos will be performing
magic and some circus skills in the

plaza.

Anglican church Costa del Sol
West

www.costachurch.com

San Pedro. 23 December, 6pm
Christingle.

Sotogrande. 24 December, 11.30pm
Midnight communion.

San Pedro. 25 December, 10am.
A Christmas day service.
Sotogrande. 25 December, mid-
day.

A Christmas day service.

Nativity scenes in Malaga city
Malaga A route map to see these
can be found on ChatBot Victoria Ia
Malaguenia which can be entered
via Google.

Municipal nativity. Malaga town
hall, Avda de Cervantes 4.

Until 6 January.

Hermandad del Sepulcro. Calle Al-
cazabilla 5.

Until 5 January.

Asoc. Belenista de Malaga La Alcaz-
aba. Salon de Trono, Calle Hilera 2.
Until 6 January.

Napolitan style nativity. Museo
Coftadia. Calle Hilera 2.

Until 19 January.

Hermandad de la Sagrada Cena.
C/Compania 44.

Until 5 January.

Asoc. Pro-Tradiciones Malaguefias
La Coracha. Subida La Coracha, 1.
Until 5 January.

Pefia Casa de Melilla. Pasaje de Be-
gona, 3.

Until 5 January.

Cofradia de Estudiantes, Asoc.
Cultural Zegri. C/Alcazabilla, 3.
Until 5 January.

Pena Cortijo de Torre. Avda Ne-
hemias, local 18-19.

Until 5 January.

Museo Carmen Thyssen. Archi-
cofradia de los Dolores de San
Juan. Plaza de Carmen Thyssen.
Until 13 January.

Junta Municipal Distrito Bailén Mi-
raflores. Salon de Actos del Centro
de Recursos Ciudadanos. C/
Martinez Maldonado, 58.

Until 5 January.

Avecija Ciudad Jardin. C/Emilio
Diaz, 18.

Until 6 January.
Decojardin-Verdecora. Avda Enri-
que Granados, 3.

Until 5 January.

Belén de la Mosca. Pefia El Belén,
C/Escritor Manuel Solano.

Until 5 January.

Fiesta Mayor de Verdiales
Malaga. 28 December, from 11am.
Puerto de la Torre.

One of the main events of
Christmas is this folklore fiesta
where competing bands play
various styles of verdiales.

Christmas Songs

Nerja 23 December, 8pm. Centro
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 10€.

A Christmas concert based on
Swing with favourite songs
made famous by Frank Sinatra,
Dean Martin and Ella Fitzgerald.
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Eugenio Chicano displays 30 works he created in under ten months. :: saLvabor saLas

A journey through
pain to recovery

The paintings of
Malaga artist Eugenio
Chicano show scenes
that reflect the pain
and suffering
throughout the
history of Andalucia

:2 ANTONIO JAVIER LOPEZ

MALAGA. Just a little over a year
ago, Malaga artist Eugenio Chicano
was clinging to life while gravely ill
with double pneumonia. He sur-
vived and has been using art as ther-
apy to help him to recover.
‘Aguatintas por seguiriyas’is a vi-
brant exhibition of the 30 works
that he completed in just ten

months, each one a reference to a
time in Andalusian history. Not only
is the exhibition a visual experience,
thanks to modern technology pro-
vided by the University of Malaga
it is also possible to hear the sounds
that helped inspire each piece.

On the journey to recovery, Chi-
cano recognised the suffering of the
‘payos’ (country folk) and Gypsies,
in the prisons, in the forges, in the
fields. “These are feelings that are
tremendously human, but that
have left us an important legacy,”
explained the artist.

Chicano touches a deep fibre
within everyone with his brave and
assertive paintings which make no
concessions.

The exhibition is open until 2 February. :: saLvabor saLas

The exhibition also helps to heal
another wound, that which was
caused when the Santo Angel church
decided to hide away two of the
works that Chicano had done for
them.

Chicano’s companion and curator
of the exhibition Mariluz Reguero
said, “ His serious illness drove him
to paint flamenco, something he has
been interested in for all the 30 years
that I have known him. He has been
fond of it since childhood, pure fla-
menco, from beginning to end. I think
that sitting weakly at home, without
his studio and the resources of his li-
brary and his photographs, he resorted
to his memories, to images that he
stored deeply in his brain.

DETAILS

» What. Exhibition entitled ‘Agua-
tintas por seguiriyas’.

» When. Until 2 February.

» Where. Palacio Episcopal, Plaza
del Obispo, Malaga.

“The experience was so pure, so
direct and true that he forgot the
‘pop’ style of his painting over the
last 30 or 40 years and returned to
poetic paintings. The exhibition has
closed the circle of Chicano’s artis-
tic life.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

be collecting letters.

until 4 January.

long: 27 December, 21.00

Living nativity

Marbella. 23 December. Parque de
la Alameda. 12.30 and 4.30pm.
Aliving nativity scene featuring
more than 125 actors, dozens of
animals and decoration.

O. V. FILM

SUR in English advises calling cine-
mas to check for any last minute
time changes. Lunchtime and late
night screenings weekends only.

Cinesur El Ingenio

Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Malaga.
Tel. 66777 31 87.

Spider Man: Into The Spider-
Verse: 12.30 (Sat-Mon, Wed, Thu)
Mary Poppins Returns: 12.20
(Sat-Mon, Wed, Thu)

Aquaman: 11.55 (Sat-Mon, Wed,
Thu)

Christmas bazaar

La Cala de Mijas. Until 5 January.
Plaza Super Sol.

Crafts and gastronomy, live
music, activities for children. The
28,29, 30 December there is an
ice rink.

Father Christmas village
Torremolinos. 21-24 December.
Avda Palma de Mallorca.

Father Christmas will be in the
village weekends 11.30am - 2pm
and 5.30 - 9pm. Christmas eve
morning only. From 26 until 31
December the Royal Postman will

Almayate living nativity
Vélez-Malaga. 29, 30 Decem-
ber,from 6pm. Colegio Juan
Paniagua.

This living nativity is the biggest
in Malaga province and takes
place during the last days of every
year.

Christmas market

Puerto Banus. Until 6 January.
Muelle de Ribera

Father Christmas will be at the
market until 23 December and the
Three Kings’ pages will be there
accepting letters 26 December

Cinesur Miramar

Avda. de la Encarnacion, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 95219 86 00.
Bohemian Rhapsody: 12.00.
Ralph Breaks The Internet:
12.10.

Mary Poppins Returns: 12.00,
16.30,19.05, 21.40, 0.20.

The Grinch: 12.00, 15.55.
Spiderman: Into The Spider-
Verse: 12.15, 16.40.

Aquaman: 11.50, 16.20, 19.05,
21.50, 23.50

Opera: Don Giovanni: 11 Decem-
ber, 20.00

Bohemian Rhapsody Sing-a-

Cines Teatro Goya

For tickets and information call
951196665.
WWW.cinesteatrogoya.com

The Grinch: 11.45 (Sun); 15.30
(Mon); 15.45 (Sat, Sun, Wed,
Thurs); 18.00 (Tues); 18.15 (Fri).
Ralph Breaks The Internet:
11.30 (Sun); 15.30 (Mon); 15.50
(Sat, Sun, Wed, Thurs); 18.00
(every day except Sun, Mon).
Aquaman: 15.30,17.30 (Mon); 15.40

(Wed, Thurs); 17.40 (Fri, Sat, Sun,
Wed, Thurs); 18.00 (Tues); 20.05,
22.45 (every day except Mon).
Mary Poppins Returns: 11.30
(Sunday); 15.30, 17.50 (Mon);
15.40,18.05 (Sat, Sun, Wed,
Thurs); 18.00 (Tues); 20.15 (every
day except Mon).

Spider Man: Into The Spider-
Verse: 15.30 (Mon); 15.45 (Sat,
Sun, Wed, Thurs); 18.00 (every
day except Mon).

Mortal Engines: 22.45 (every day
except Mon).
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(=) RESERVATIONS@OLIVIASLACALA.COM (©) CALL 952 494 935 - WWW.OLIVIASLACALA.COM
CALLE TORREON 13, 29649 LA CALA DE MIJAS, MALAGA

THE ONLY PLACE TO SPEND THE FESTIVE SEASON!!!

YEARS

.;_ oo z ! - 4 @ d 2 } :

& Celebrate A Very Féétxye L [

s WChristmas Eve At Qlivia's | \‘. | R " Moét Chandon On Arrival, 4 Course

o€ - Ny - on ol 4 . & . .

- *-3 - Ty | L Gala Dinner, Live Entertainment With
| %.Cﬂurs:e Set Menu T g Towie's James "Arg" Argent And
Nith Live Entertainment " The Voice UK’s Moni Tivony

' : : Plus Resident D]
€55.00pp

Children Under 12: €12.95 | €195.00pp
Children Under 12: €145

TABLES ARE LIMITED SO BOOKNOW! CALL: 952 494 935 OR EMAIL RESERVATIONS @OLIVIASLACALA.COM
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Jerez de la Frontera has a very special festive ambience thanks to its ‘zambombas flamencas'. :: sur

The music which
enhances Christmas

in Andalucia

Some very
traditional folk
events, such as the
'zambombas' and

JAVIER
ALMELLONES

‘verdiales' are still a

very popular
feature of
Christmas in many
parts of the region

Cordoba
O Jaén

L]

Huelva Seville

° © O Rute

O Beas Granada
o Mollina ° e
L ]

L ]
L Malaga
Cadiz

AMBIENCE. Tradi-
tional carols give
Christmas a very
special atmosphere
in Andalucia.

JEREZ. This city in
Cadiz is one of the
homes of flamen-
co and its Christ-
mas ‘zambombas'
are very traditional

MALAGA. The
province is famous
for two traditional
and popular folk
music events at
this time of year.

WHEN. All over
Christmas.

Sounds dating back centuries

Jerez de la Frontera is one of the cities with
some unusual Christmas celebrations, including
parties at which the famous traditional
flamenco carols are played and sung

Where to eat

Meson Alberto. Restaurant
offering traditional cuisine,
in the Puerto de la Torre dis-
trict of Malaga city.

Calle Lope de Rueda, 250,
29190 Malaga. Telephone
636 898 256.

Where to stay

Tierras de Jerez. This
three-star hotel in the city
centre is ideal to enjoy the
festive atmosphere and the
zambombas at this time of
year.

Calle Corredera, 58, 11402
Jerez de la Frontera (Cadiz)
Telephone 956 346 400.

hristmas in Andalucia has a sound all of

its own thanks to its deep-rooted musical

traditions. At this time of year in all eight

provinces you will hear carols played by
different groups, ranging from ‘pastorales’ to fla-
menco choirs. These popular songs form a type of
soundtrack to the festivities, particularly because
so many people in Andalucia are keen to maintain
their traditions.

In cities, towns and villages all over the region the
Christmas ambience is enhanced by the sound of mu-
sic, but in Cadiz province in particular Christmas
would not be Christmas without the famous ‘zam-
bombas’, especially in Jerez de la Frontera, one of the
cities considered a home of flamenco.

The ‘zambomba’ is a very traditional percus-
sion instrument which is always played at
Christmas in this province in the southwest of
the country, and in Jerez the same name is also
given to parties where people gather to sing fla-
menco-style carols accompanied by its unusual
rhythm. In this case, gastronomy also has an im-
portant role, in the form of traditional cakes and
sweets and local wine. This unusual way of cele-
brating the festive season dates back to the times
when people lived in apartments around com-
munal patios, where they used to get together to
sing and share food and drink.

Between now and Christmas Eve there will be
numerous ‘zambombas flamencas’ in the different
districts of Jerez city. In fact, by the time Three
Kings Day on 6 January is over there will have
been around 240 organised events of this type, as
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well as impromptu and in-
formal ones, making it
clear that this musical tra-
dition is far from falling
into oblivion. Over this
pre-Christmas weekend,
there will be at least a
dozen zambombas in
Jerez, six of which will
take place on Saturday
around lunchtime.
Delightful though they
are, the zambombas, which
also take place in other parts
of Cadiz province and in
Seville, are not the only op-
tions to enjoy some Christ-
mas music in Andalucia.

OTHER TRADITIONS
Cordoba province has its
own traditions during the
festive season, including a
popular event which takes
place in the village of Po-
zoblanco, where musicians
known as ‘campanilleros’
sing and play carols which
are little-known elsewhere
in the country.

Malaga province also has
some very long-established
folk traditions of its own
such as those known as
‘pastorales’ and, of course,
the famous ‘verdiales’.

This musical style, which
is said to have been the ori-
gin of the fandango, is ex-
tremely popular with local
people at Christmas, and
there will be plenty of op-
portunity for residents and

visitors alike to enjoy them
this year.

Two of the biggest
events of this type will be
taking place on 25 and 28
December, when the folk
music groups known as
‘pandas’, whose leaders are
known as ‘alcaldes’ (or
mayors), sing and play in

the three styles which form
the ‘verdiales’: Los Montes,
Almogia and Comares.

In chronological order,
though, we should first
mention the event known
as the Fiesta de Jeva,
which takes place in the
chapel of the same name,
and is celebrated by the
people of hamlets and out-
lying areas in the munici-
pality of Antequera.

This has been declared a
National Tourism Event,
where people gather in the
area by the chapel to pay
tribute to the Virgin of Pu-
rification, and a painting
of her is carried in proces-
sion. This is where the ver-
diales have an important
role, because they play
throughout the proceed-
ings. It is traditional on
this day to also enjoy
Christmas treats like man-
tecados, accompanied by
coffee and anis.

Three days later, on 28
December, the Puerto de
la Torre district of Malaga
city hosts one of the big-
gest events of Christmas,
the Fiesta Mayor de Verdi-
ales, which goes on practi-
cally all day.

Next Friday, about 26
‘pandas’ will be taking
part, singing and playing
the three styles of verdia-
les in a fun-filled and
original atmosphere.
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FURTHER ESCAPES

The Via Verde
delaSierra

Between Olvera and
Puerto Serrano

Cadiz and Seville provinces

At this time of year those
who enjoy cycle tourism
will love the Via Verde de la
Sierra, which runs through
part of the provinces of Ca-
diz and Seville. The route,
which passes through the
countryside of the Sierras
Béticas, is about 36 kilome-
tres long in total, running
along the foot of the most
southerly mountains of the
Iberian peninsula, between
the Cadiz villages of Puerto
Serrano and Olvera.

Another attraction of the
Via Verde de la Sierra is that
itis close to nearly a dozen
protected beauty spots,
such as the Pefidn de Zafra-
magon, the Arroyo de Santi-
ago stream, El Salado in
Moron and Matabueyes,
the Guadaira and Guadalete
rivers, the Sierra Lijar and
the natural monument of
Chaparro de la Vega, among
others.

As well as these natural
enclaves, this cycling route
also enables you to find out
more about the area at the

Pefi6n de Zaframagoén in-
formation centre, in the
hamlet of the same name,
and the Via Verde de la Si-
erra centre, in Estacion de
Olvera.

Unlike other ‘vias
verdes’, this one orginated
as a railway track along
which, paradoxically, no
train ever ran. There were,
at least, plans for it. What
was known as the Railway
of the Sierra, which would
run between Jerez de la
Frontera and Almargen,

A route for cyclists.

SUR

Was a Very exciting project
at the beginning of the
20th century for the people
in Cadiz and Seville prov-
inces who lived in that area.
Of the planned 119 kilo-
metres of line, only a 21-
kilometre stretch between
Jerez and the Jédula sugar
factory was ever built. At
one time the tracks were
extended as far as Arcos de
la Frontera, but test trains
were the only ones to use
them.
36 kilometres long in total.

Let the sunshine of Andalusia light up your Christmas.

Because living is not the same as living intensely.

Celebrate Christmas at Andalucia.org
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AROUND MALAGA

Where the Great
Trail of Malaga
reaches the heart
of the province

The halfway point of this
walking and cycling route is in
the centre of the province and
passes through stunning
countryside in the Guadalteba
valley and Vega de Antequera

QUICK GUIDE

Thevillages

Alameda. The end of sta-
ge 16 and start of stage 17.
In the Vega de Antequera.

Fuente de Piedra.
Finishing point of stage 17
and start of stage 18.

In the Vega de Antequera.

Humilladero. A diversion
from stage 18 passes
through here.

In the Vega de Antequera.

Mollina. A diversion from
stage 18 passes through
here.

In the Vega de Antequera.

Campillos. End of stage 18
and start of stage 19.
In the Guadalteba valley.

Alora. Stages 20 and 21
pass through its terrain (EL
Chorro district).

In the Guadalhorce valley.

Carratraca. Stage 21 pas-
ses through here.
In the Guadalteba valley.

Ardales. End of stage 21
and the start of stage 22.
Stages 19 and 20 also pass
through its territory.

In the Guadalteba valley.

El Burgo. End of stage 22
and the start of stage 23.
In the Sierra de las Nieves

Different regions
Length. More than 100
kilometres in seven stages
through these areas.

n its circular

tour of the

province, the

Great Trail of
Malaga (Gran Senda de
Malaga) reaches its half-
way point in the areas of
the Vega de Antequera, the
Guadalteba and Guadal-
horce valleys and the Si-
erra de las Nieves, with its
remarkable landscapes full
of contrasts. Salt water la-
goons, expanses of olive
groves, large reservoirs and
rugged mountains are
some of the views the
Great Trail gifts to those
who do the stretches be-
tween stages 16 and 23,
which pass through nearly
a dozen small municipali-
ties with fewer than
20,000 inhabitants.

So, after leaving the Si-
erra Norte from Cuevas Ba-
jas, this great trail, which is
also known as the GR-249,
enters the Vega de An-
tequera via the village of
Alameda, which is well-
known, among other rea-
sons, as the place in which
the most famous bandit in
Andalucia died. Unsurpris-
ingly this village, together
with others in the region,
forms part of the ‘Ruta del
Tempranillo’ a route
through places associated
with him.

' NORTH. Alameda,
Fuente de Piedra,
Mollina and Humi-
lladero form part
of this itinerary.

1 RESERVOIRS. The
Great Trail inclu-
des the beautiful
Three Reservoirs
area.

GAITANES.
The route pas-
ses through Alo-
ra and Ardales via
the Sierra de Huma
area.

1) TURON. From
Ardales to EL Bur-
go, the GR-249
links the Guadalte-
ba and Sierra de
las Nieves regions.

DIVERSION. On
stage 18 you can
visit Mollina and
Humilladero.

December 21st to 27th 2018
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Where to eat
Restaurante Yerbagiiena.
This restaurant in Campi-
llos has been open for ten
years and is ideal to samp-
le creative cuisine based on
local products. You can
have tapas at the bar or sit
at a table and delight all
your senses with the tas-
ting menu or some of the
most original dishes. At
weekends there are
plenty of good

quality fish and

seafood dishes.

Ctra. de la Esta-

cion, s/n, 29320

Campillos.
Telephone: 952
722 320.

Where to stay

Hotel La Casa Grande.
With a long history behind
it as a rural hotel, this
establishment in the cen-
tre of EL Burgo is one of
the best options for enjo-
ying the attractions of this
part of the Sierra de las
Nieves. The rooms are
decorated in a lovely
18th-century style and
transmit calm and relaxa-
tion for those who stay
here.

Calle Mesones, 1, 29420 El
Burgo. Tel. 952 160 232.
www.hotel-lacasa
grande.com
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Theh\7il[a ge of Ardales an

From Alameda, the Great
Trail of Malaga leads to
Fuente de Piedra, a village
which has become famous
as the home of one of the
most important nature re-
serves in Andalucia. This is
a large lagoon in which nu-
merous species of birds can
be seen, although the best-
known is, of course, the
pink flamingo.

From Fuente de Piedra
the 18th stage heads to-
wards Campillos, a town in

Malaga province which can

also boast a very valuable
nature reserve, consisting
of half a dozen lagoons on
the outskirts of the urban
area. Although you can
take a direct route to
Campillos, the Great Trail
of Malaga also offers the
chance to take a diversion
through the villages of Hu-
milladero and Mollina,
both of which are in the
Vega de Antequera region.
This enables those doing
the route to see some of
the places which form part
of an important tourism
itinerary, the Washington
Irving Route. The Nativity
Scene Museum in Mollina
and the Sierrecilla in Hu-
milladero are some of the

places of interest which are

well worth a visit in these
two neighbouring villages

in the Vega de Antequera.

From Campillos, a town
situated in the Guadalteba
valley region, the Great
Trail of Malaga leads to the
Three Reservoirs complex
in the beautiful area of the
Desfiladero de los Gai-
tanes. Before that, though,
stage 19 makes an initial
incursion across the terri-
tory of Ardales to its vertex
where the three reservoirs
(Guadalhorce, Guadalteba
and Conde del Guadal-
horce) converge.

The 20th stage begins fur-
ther south, continuing
through terrain which is
part of Ardales to end in E1
Chorro, which is in the mu-
nicipality of Alora. This
stage takes you into the rug-
ged Sierra de Huma, with
fantastic views of the Desfi-
ladero de los Gaitanes gorge.

From El Chorro, a route
which was created years
ago leads to the centre of
Ardales village, but before-
hand, you pass through
the Sierra de Aguas and
come to Carratraca, fa-
mous for being one of the
villages with the highest
number of protected
buildings in Andalucia. A
quick look around its
streets is enough to ex-
plain why this should be
the case.

Continuing along the
way, you come to the final
point of the 20th stage in
the village of Ardales,
where the layout of the
oldest part is a clear re-
minder of its Andalusian
past, as is its castle, the
Castillo de la Pena.

From Ardales there is a
lovely walk towards El
Burgo through the Turén
valley: the Turén is one of
the principal rivers whose
source is in the Sierra de
las Nieves. This is the 22nd
stage of the Great Trail of
Malaga, leading to the vil-
lage of El Burgo through
the Sierra de las Nieves.

Before reaching there,
walkers or cyclists will
pass through stunning
natural countryside which
is full of contrasts. It will
come as No surprise to
learn that two different re-
gions coincide here, the
Guadalteba and the Sierra
de las Nieves.

El Burgo is also an en-
clave with important his-
toric remains, as can be
seen as you pass La Molina
bridge, which was origi-
nally built by the Romans,
at the start of this stage,
and a few kilometres fur-
ther on, when you go past
what was at one time the
fortress of Turén.
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FURTHER ESCAPES

Salt water
lagoons

Fuente de Piedra and
Campillos

Vega de Antequera and Gua-
dalteba valley

Stages 18 and 19 of the
Great Trail of Malaga take
you to some of the most
important wetlands in
Andalucia, which are pro-
tected as a nature reserve
because of their biologi-
cal value.

One part of the trail
passes the Fuente de Pie-
dra lagoon in Antequera,
which covers 1,300 hec-
tares and is home to a lar-
ge colony of flamingos
who turn it into a sea of
pink every year. It is clas-
sified as one of the most
important wetlands in

the world.

The Great Trail also
passes the complex of la-
goons which are situated
on the outskirts of the
town of Campillos. The
biggest and most envi-
ronmentally important
of these lagoons is called
the Dulce, followed by
the Capacete, Salada and
Camunas.

Along stages 18 and 19 of the
Great Trail of Malaga.

The Three
Reservoirs

Campillos, Ardales and
Alora
The Guadalteba and Guadal-
horce valleys
Between stages 19 and 21,
the Great Trail of Malaga
passes the Tres Embalses,
or Three Reservoirs,
which are in the area of
the Desfiladero de los
Gaitanes gorge. They are
called Guadalhorce,
Conde del Guadalhorce
and Guadalteba, and they
are like a sea at the heart
of the province of Malaga.
Thanks to these reser-
voirs, there are some fan-
tastic views in this area,
with the water forming a

lovely contrast with the
surrounding limestone
mountains.

In addition to the res-
ervoirs, there are other
places of interest which
are well worth a visit,
such as the Necropolis of
Las Aguilillas and the
Caminito del Rey.
Between stages 19 and 21 of
the Great Trail of Malaga.

Turonriver
valley

Ardales and EL Burgo
Guadalteba valley and the
Sierra de las Nieves.
Stage 22 of the Great
Trail of Malaga, which
leads from Ardales to El
Burgo, runs alongside the
Turén river, which starts
in the Sierra de las Nie-
ves and flows into the
Conde del Guadalhorce
reservoir. On the way its
waters form spectacular
pools and pass below
some historical bridges.
This part of the itiner-
ary also takes you to
places which were im-
portant in history such
as the Turén fortress, and
follows the footsteps of
the ‘Pasos Largos’, con-

sidered by many to have
been the last, and most
violent, of the bandits
who once frequented
this area.

This tour of the Turén
valley is also a good op-
portunity to discover the
natural and historical
heritage of this verdant
area of the Sierra de las
Nieves, part of which is
protected as a Biosphere
Reserve and Ecological
Reserve.

Stage 22 of the Great Trail.

Desfiladero de
los Gaitanes

Ardales and Alora.
The Guadalteba and Gua-
dalhorce valleys

One of the greatest
attractions of stage 20
of the Great Trail of Ma-
laga is the area around
the Desfiladero de los
Gaitanes gorge, which is
considered one of the
most spectacular in Eu-
rope. Its dizzying di-
mensions and na-
rrowness make it a geo-
logical treasure.

The Guadalhorce ri-
ver flows through the
gorge, and is crossed via
the Caminito del Rey, a
historic walkway which
was restored through
arduous efforts in 2014
and 2015.

However, in addition
to a walk around this
karst gorge there are
numerous other attrac-
tions in this area, such
as historical enclaves
and places where you
can take part in outdoor
activities in close con-
tact with nature, such
as walking and climb-
ing. This impressive
gorge is 300 metres
deep and less than ten
metres wide.

It has been protected
as a natural area because
of its extraordinary geo-
morphological interest
and the presence of en-
vironmentally-valuable
fauna, including griffon
vultures. In this area
you can also see other
birds of prey such as pe-
regrine falcons, eagle
owls and Bonelli’s ea-
gles, as well as birds
which are commonly
found in wetland areas
and near rivers.

Stage 21 of the Great Trail of
Malaga.
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His Michelin-starred Marbella restaurant will close in October 2019 and reopen as a steak house

“l am sorry for Marbella
and Malaga but this is a
personal decision,”
admitted the chef who is
planning several new
projects for the future

i MARINA MARTINEZ

MALAGA. In November Dani
Garcia’s restaurant at the Puente
Romano hotel in Marbella gained
its third Michelin star and barely
a month later the Marbella-born
chef has dropped a bombshell. At
a meeting on Tuesday he an-
nounced to his team that “2019
will be the last for the Dani Garcia
restaurant”. The poker faces of his
workers said everything.

“The day I got the third star I
wanted to change things and do
them differently.” So that is what
he has done. “I'm sorry for Marbella
and Malaga but this is a personal
decision,” he explained.

The previous day he had dis-
cussed his decision with the Mich-
elin Guide management to explain
his motives.

They accepted it “as a great loss
to Spanish haute cuisine” but

Dani Garcia explains his future plans to his staff. :: joseLe-LaNZA

treated his decision with “absolute
respect.”

The Dani Garcia restaurant at the
Puente Romano will close on 22
October, a month before the new
guide comes out.

“We have 314 days and 202 sit-
tings left.” Dani Garcia does not in-
tend to retire, far from it; in fact he
is expecting his new project to in-
volve more work.

His restaurant will reopen as a
steak house called Lefia. And of
course, one of the main items on
the menu will be burgers. It may
seem absurd to exchange the world
of haute cuisine for the most basic
of foods but it has always been Dani
Garcia’s intention to bring his cook-
ing to a wider public, moving away
from the list of elite customers he
has catered for in the past.

He admits that the third Mich-
elin star was the catalyst that
prompted him to start a new career
from the beginning.

“What is life if you don’t have a
dream? Now we are going to conquer
the world by turning everything on
its head. It may seem a shame to do
this but we are not just top chefs, we
are great cooks,” observed Garcia,
ready to start a “new revolution” in

the world of gastronomy.

“We’ve got as far as we can but
the world is a big place and there
isalot to do. I want to take Anda-
lucia to every corner [of the
world],” he added.

He has plans, besides the Lefia
project, to open a bar called Hoso,
serving traditional Andalusian gas-
tronomy and another called Iris, a
restaurant that will open in the Four
Seasons hotel in Madrid at the end
of 2019.

Repercussions
He is aware of the repercussions of
his news, but says, “This isn’t good-
bye, there are many possibilities.”
These include the expansion of his
BiBo project already planned in
Qatar and with a window opening
also in Dubai, London and perhaps
Barcelona. Not forgetting Lobito de
Mar, another restaurant that could
expand into Madrid, where BiBo
opened two and a half years ago.
His return to the centre of Malaga
city has not been ruled out either.
Dani Garcia is leaving the door open.
“Some day we will be coming back
but on a smaller scale, the way it
should be, something more exclu-
sive,” he said.

ESTEPONA

Lunch and dinner dates multi-
ply over the Christmas period
and, although the company is
the most important thing, enjo-
ying them in a welcoming and
charming setting is also essen-
tial.

With more than 45 years of
experience, Restaurante Playa
Bella is committed to providing
diners with excellent quality and
a friendly service to make them
feel at home at any time of the
year. It’s therefore hardly sur-
prising that the restaurant’s
clients consider their traditional
Christmas Eve and New Year’s
Eve dinners to be must-attend
events and all the tables were
booked up weeks ago.

The staff, service, atmosphe-
re and of course the culinary ex-
cellence are all the main reasons
that lead diners to place their

HOMELY The restaurant has become a firm favourite for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve dinners for its
culinary excellence and great atmosphere

RESTAURANTE PLAYA BELLA, TO ENJOY A CHRISTMAS
WITH GOOD FOOD AND GOOD COMPANY

trust in the restaurant when it
comes to spending the most im-
portant nights of the year with
their families and friends.
Moreover, the restaurant puts

itself out to decorate the venue
and make it as pleasant as pos-
sible, with Christmas decora-
tions and a beautiful nativity sce-
ne to enjoy in the warmth of the

fire.

A household name in Malaga
cuisine

Located in Playa Bella resi-
dential complex, this restaurant

has known how to distinguish
itself during its long career for
its commitment to quality, which
is apparent both in the prime
materials used for its careful pre-
parations and in its staff, who
offer clients a friendly, profes-
sional service.

The restaurant is already pre-
paring new things for the next
season, during which it will con-
tinue, as always, to offer its very
best for its clients to enjoy.

CONTACT

RESTAURANTE PLAYA BELLA
Ctra. N-340, Km. 162, 29680
Estepona, Mélaga.
wwwi.restauranteplayabella.com
Tel. 95280 1645

ADVERTORIAL
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ANDREW J. LINN

MISSED
CALLS

here is considerable dif-
ference of opinion about
taking photos in restau-
rants. Some places are not
happy about it, while others look
on the practice as a compliment.

So what about mobile phones?
The smart phone is arguably the
most useful invention to come into
our lives, but also the most anti-so-
cial. Nowhere is the generation gap
more evident. Younger people can-
not live without continually glanc-
ing at the screen, while the older
generation can go hours un-
tempted. In a group of over-50s
you can even imagine you are still
living in pre-mobile days.

Allegedly some hosts ask guests
to hand in their phone at the door
on arrival, which seems quite un-
derstandable, but they may need to
be wrestled from the hands of
younger cousins. What is not in
doubt is that mobile phones are
definitely not welcome in restau-
rants. Chefs like Gordon Ramsey,
David Chang and Danny Meyer
never tire of telling us that they do
not improve the dining experience,
and Meyer is on record as stating
he would prefer people to smoke at
table rather than use mobiles. “At
least they talk to each other...” In

some countries it is becoming nor-
mal for customers to be incentiv-
ised not to use phones. The US
Contact Bar and Kitchen chain of-
fers a substantial discount, and a
restaurant in Sydney gives free
wine to anyone handing in phones.

The Japanese don’t agree. In
many ramen restaurants, the char-
acteristic bowls have wooden sup-
ports attached, enabling diners to
use their phones while eating.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Libalis by Maetierra

The very go-ahead Vintae group is

run by 30-something wine fanat-
ics from Rioja, and in less than a
decade they have come to control
wineries in six Spanish regions.
One thing they enjoy is recovering
disappearing grape varieties, and
this luscious white wine is made
from a small
muscatel grape
that existed be-
fore the phyl-
loxerabug
wiped out all
the vines.
Around seven
euros.
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RESTAURANTE - PUERTO BANUS

ARGENTINIAN GRILL

NEW YEAR'S EVE MENU

* Galician Crawfish Soup.
e Sprouts Salad with Fresh Fruits & Prawns
" whit Sap Butter.
® Passion Fruit Sorbet with Vodkka.

PN, * Argentinian Fillet Steak with Black Truffle ##

Sauce & Boletus on Bed of Rustic Potatoes.
* Chocolat Pudding Bathed in 2 Sauces.

LIVE MUSIC
Party Novelties & Lucky Grapes

Price: 90€ p/p
(Drinks NOT INCLUDED) .
e Kid’s Menu: -~

' l’ " \:10€p/chl|"m .l ’

Ei tongoresiaurontebunus tangorestaurante

‘A9

Av.Julio Iglesias s/n. 29660 Puerto Banus | +34 951 899 557 | www.tangorestaurante.com

»

RESTAURANT.CHAMPAGMNE BAR.EVENTS

2019

Reserve your table today for our
incredible New Year s Lve celebration
with a sumptuous gala dinner
and spectacular show.

WITH THE FAMED SENZA CATENE,
who will be performing an amazing
Tributo to Il Divo!

Artola Alta, 29604 Marbella, Spain | www.dossmarbella.com | doss@dossmarbella.com | 0034 952 00 07 72 | follow us on: © £
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A still-life pa|nt|ng of sweets and turrones by the early 17th century Spanish painter Juan Van der Hamen. :
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The sweet history of turron

The almond treat that
fills the shelves at
Christmas every year is
one of the many culinary
treasures that Spain
inherited from the Moors

:: ANA VEGA PEREZ DE
ARLUCEA

MALAGA. Christmas in Spain
wouldn’t be without its favourite
seasonal sweet treats. Turrén, mar-
zipan, polvorones, mantecados, pe-
ladillas, alajtes, alfajores, tortas reales
are just some of the names of the
mainly almond-based delicacies that
fill the shelves in supermarkets and
homes at this time of year.

There are two traditional types of
turrén; every Spanish home has
someone who loves the soft Jijona
turron, as well as an admirer of the
hard type from Alicante. However
the trend in recent years has turned
more towards chocolate coating and
unusual ingredients, making the
shape of the packet sometimes all
there is in common with the tradi-
tional varieties.

Diversity is not such a new thing
though. Centuries ago people used
to make turrén with hazelnuts, wal-
nuts or pine nuts and use flavours
such as cinnamon, orange, ginger
and aniseed. There were white va-
rieties, black ones and red ones, guir-
lache and candied fruits, a vast and
scrumptious array which shows the
complexity of the old Spanish sweet-
making.

Arabicroots
This was all thanks to the Moors,
who, apart from conquering the land,
knew how to win over people’s pal-
ates. Readers are probably familiar
with halva, a typical sweet in Islamic
countries made with semolina and
dried fruits or nuts, which is re-
markably similar to our traditional
bars of turrén. In fact the word ‘halva’
is how Father Pedro de Alcala trans-
lated the word ‘turrén’ in his Arabic-
Spanish dictionary in 1505.

The two recipes are very similar,
a sweet made with honey, egg whites
and nuts which appears in the Ara-
bic recipe books from the tenth cen-
tury as ‘natif”.

In the Kitab al-Tabikh or Book of

Dishes, a cookery book written just
over 1,000 years ago in Baghdad by
Ibn Sayyar al-Warraq, we find in-
structions on how to make this
proto-turron.

Mediterranean and the Moorish
conquest in-between, it is probable
that this recipe came into the hands
of the artisan bakers of Alicante be-
fore 1248, when the city returned
again to Christian rule.

“Beat the honey as it cooks for an
hour and then add egg whites and
mix well. For ten pounds of honey,
use ten egg whites. Stir until the
honey turns white and when it has
thickened, season it with pepper,
cassia, cloves and spikenard. Also add
any nuts you like, such as almond,
pistacho, hazelnut, walnut, pine nut,
sesame or hemp. It will take three
hours of beating for the mixture to
become thick enough, God willing,”
says the recipe.

Various names

During the time of Al-Andalus, this
delicious dessert was called mu’agqad
in Hispano-Arabic, torron in Cata-
lan and turrén in Castilian Spanish,
undoubtedly because the nuts ‘se

turraban’, or were toasted, before be-
ing added to the mixture.

Despite their infidel origins, don’t
think for a moment that the Chris-
tians avoided these treats. During
the Middle Ages sweets and cakes
were among the most luxurious and
coveted foods and they played a dou-
ble role as food and medicine.

From Enrique de Villena, who in
1423 wrote Arte Cisoria about the
art of carving, we know that at the
court of Castilian king Juan II they

December 21st to 27th 2018
SUR IN ENGLISH

ate “turrones, miegados, obleas, le-
tuarios and such things”, which later
became popular with the lower
classes as well.

A century later Lope de Rueda,
the actor and dramatist from Seville,
would make a first reference to the
turrones of Alicante as an object of
gluttony, while an unnamed copy-
ist wrote the first instructions in
Castilian Spanish for making tur-
rones:

“For every pound of honey add a
well-beaten egg white and mix well.
Beat hard, and leave to rest for a day.
The next day, cook the honey;, stir-
ring constantly until well cooked.
Test by putting a drop into a bowl of
cold water and if it crumbles it is
ready, and if it doesn’t it isn’t. When
cooked, put pine nuts or almonds or
toasted and peeled hazelnuts in, and
heat for a short while. Then take it
off the heat, add chopped pineapple
or whatever you fancy.”

At that time it was already popu-
lar to eat turrén “at Christmas and
on Three Kings Day”, when meat
was prohibited. By the mid-16th cen-
tury the Christmas tables of the pow-
erful included a variety of turrones.

At that time turrén had become
a completely Spanish dish, as Dr
Francisco Nufez de Coria wrote in
1572 in his ‘Aviso de sanidad’, a guide
to good health.

“In Spain many sugary gifts are
made, in pharmacies as well as shops,
and they are eaten for dessert. There
are types of cakes with pine nuts, al-
monds, walnuts, hazelnuts, flour,
sugar and honey, and they call them
turron and alaxu (sic),” he said.

So now in the 21st century per-
haps we should look at the simple
turrén differently. Soft or hard, and
no matter what the flavour, it is one
of the of this country’s history.

MENU Now!
+34 952 57 52 22

Restaurante

Estepona | Gualdamina

%ﬁ/

Restaurante El Pescador is growing thanks to you!
New restaurant in Guadalmina
Come and enjoy the best products of the sea with us!

Q@ GUADALMINA

Centro Comercial Guadalmina, Local 1

@ + Info: 952 8043 93

@ ESTEPONA

Paseo Maritimo Pedro Manrique 1

@ + Info: 952 8043 93
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Website cocinasplus.com
PLUS Marbella +34 952 764 595

Your KITCHEN Company on the Costa del Sol La Cala de Mijas +34 952 587 759
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Removals

REMOVALS STORAGE

> Weekly full or part load removal o Secure warehouses
Sﬁ:r\%e to & from UK, Costa Del Sol & m t?oth the UK and nemovals & 8lorage
the Algarve alaga

o Eull o¢ faft HiaEklig Seivies SECURE STORAGE FACILITIES
> One box to full load removals IN SPAIN AND UK

2 Villa to villa moves within Costa Del Sol
SHOP ONLINE

o Shop at any main high street store
or online and have items delivered
the following week in Spain

Uk - Spain - France - Portugal
Spain: +34 952 485 984

Uk: +44 (0) 1322 383 233

—lq\ux SPAIN - UK WEEKLY 2%

REMOVALS

WEEKLY RIMOVALS SERVICE FROM UK TO SPAIN

()) malaga

Call us now for
a FREE quote

REMOVALS

Malaga Depot
Tel: 0044 (0)1621 850070 Tel: + 34 951 121 857
Mob: 0044 (0)7711 179842 Mob: +34 647 698 465

Email: sales@malagaremovals.com
www.malagaremovals.com

Quality Moving

Service
at competitive prices

UK-SPAIN-UK

4 WEEKS

FREE

@DWARDS

European Moving

www.edwardseuropeanmoving.com
Tel UK: 01953 718 239 All advertising information

Tel SPAIN: 0034 610 843 114 O852 649 669

info@edwardseuropeanmoving.com
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IDEAterrazas

Your Terrace Specialist

GLASS CURTAINS

=¥

PVC & ALUMINIUM WINDOWS

QUALITY | REALIABILITY | GUARANTEE

C(+34) 952 461 174 | [ (+34) 672 097 248 | & info@ideaterrazas.com
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Full-back Federico Ricca runs towards the fans with Jack Harper to celebrate scoring the winning goal. :: saLvabor saLas

Malaga the victors in

hard-fought derby

Captain Federico Ricca scored the winner against in-
form Cadiz to help leapfrog Alcorcén into third

:: DARYL FINCH

MALAGA. Captain Federico Ricca
led by example to give his Malaga side
al-0 win in the latest Andalusian
derby against Cadiz at La Rosaleda on
Friday night.

Having received a massive confi-
dence boost with a last-gasp win in
Mallorca last week to end their away
curse, Malaga faced a tough test in
their last home game of the season
against a side who boasted the best
record in Europe, having won seven
games on the bounce.

The first chance of this top-of-the-
table clash went the way of the hosts.
Juanpi, playing from the right but
given licence to interchange with

Dani Pacheco, cut onto his favoured
left foot to whip in a cross for Gus-
tavo Blanco Leschuk who got the
faintest touch with his head to draw
a fine reaction save from Cifuentes
in the Cadiz goal.

This was one of very few moments
of excitement in what was an attri-
tional first half an hour of football
with neither side willing to take too
many risks. However, with halftime
approaching, Cadiz started to show
why they are the in-form team in
Europe.

First Dejan Leki¢ had a tame header
saved on the stretch by Munir, then
the visitors were incensed that they
were not given what appeared to be

a clear penalty when Pau Torres
blocked Lekic’s strike with his arm.
Pau hit the deck feigning injury while
the referee pointed for a corner.

The game opened up in the second
half with Malaga taking the game to
their opponents.

Blanco Leschuk got a lot more sup-
port as Pacheco, Juanpi and especially
Jack Harper played higher up the
pitch.

Pacheco came close with a low
strike from the edge of the area be-
fore Harper thought he had given his
side the lead when he tapped home
the rebound after Cifuentes parried
Juanpi’s side-footed effort bound for
the bottom corner. Unfortunately for

1-0

MALAGA-CADIZ

Malaga: Munir; Cifu (Lomban, 90+3’), Diego
Gonzalez, Pau, Ricca; Juanpi (Ontiveros, 65),
N'Diaye, Adrian, Pacheco (Renato, 89); Blanco
Leschuk, Harper. Unused substitutes: Kieszek,
Miguel Torres, Lacen, HakSabanovic.

Cadiz: Cifuentes; Correa, Sergio Sanchez
(Kecojevic, 61'), Marcos Mauro, Olivan
(Aketxe, 80"); Alex Fernandez, Garrido, José
Mari, Jairo; Manu Vallejo, Lekic (Carrillo,
63’). Unused substitutes: David Gil, Perea,
Edu Ramos, Romera.

Goals: 1-0 Ricca (70").

Referee: Trujillo Suarez. Sent off Malaga
match day delegate Josemi in the 58th min-
ute. Yellow cards for Pau, José Mari, Juanpi,
Sergio Sanchez, Olivan and N’Diaye.

the Scotsman, the linesman’s flag de-
nied him.

Former Malaga defender Sergio
Sanchez, who had received a warm
welcome on his return to La Rosaleda,
was forced off with an injury in the
65th minute and this handed a ma-
jor boost to the Blue and Whites.

Substitute Javi Ontiveros got
straight into the action with some
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Results Next match day
MALAGA - Cadiz 1-0 | Tenerife - Granada
Granada - Oviedo 1-0 | Mallorca - Gimnastic
Numancia - Albacete 1-2 | Lugo - Sporting
Reus - Cordoba 1-1 | Oviedo - MALAGA

Sporting - Mallorca 1-0
R. Majadahonda - Elche  1-3
Osasuna - Alcorcon 2-1
Las Palmas - Tenerife 1-1
Extremadura - Gimnastic 0-1
Almeria - Lugo 1-1
Deportivo - Zaragoza 3-1

Zaragoza - Extremadura
Elche - Almeria
Cordoba - Las Palmas
Cadiz - Deportivo

Reus - Osasuna
Albacete - Majadahonda
Alcorcon-Numancia

Table
TEAM P W D L G GA PT
* 1.Granada 18 11 4 3 26 1237
* 2.Deportivo 18 9 8 1 31 1335
3.MALAGA 18 11 2 5 22 1335
4. Albacete 18 9 7 2 27 1634
5.Alcorcon 18 10 3 5 21 1133
6.Cadiz 18 8 5 5 24 1529
7.0sasuna 18 8 5 5 23 1929
8.Mallorca 18 7 6 5 23 1727
9.Sporting 18 6 7 5 18 1525
10.Las Palmas 18 5 9 4 23 2124
11.Almeria 18 6 6 6 21 1924
12.0viedo 18 6 5 7 20 2423
13.Numancia 18 5 6 7 19 2221
14.Lugo 18 5 5 8 18 2020
15.Elche 18 4 8 6 16 2220
16.Majadahonda 18 6 2 10 15 2420
17.Tenerife 18 3 9 6 15 2218
18.Extremadura 18 4 5 9 23 2717
¥ 19.Reus 18 4 5 9 12 2517
'V 20.Zaragoza 18 3 7 8 18 2416
V¥ 21.Cérdoba 18 2 8 8 19 3414
¥ 22.Gimnastic 18 3 411 12 3113

direct running and shortly afterwards
released a fierce strike from 25 yards
which proved too hot to handle for
Cifuentes but there was no one able
to pounce on the rebound.

The pressure eventually told in the
70th minute when Harper picked up
the scraps from a corner kick and beat
his man, before sending the ball across
the face of goal for captain Federico
Ricca to prod home. The manner of
the finish was far from convincing
but the ball nestled into the side net-
ting and the Uruguayan celebrated
vociferously with the fans regardless.

Asyou’d expect against a side man-
aged by Alvaro Cervera, the final
twenty minutes were not going to
be straightforward. Malaga coach Juan
Ramon Mufiiz could be seen repeat-
edly appealing for calm from the side-
lines as the visitors threw men for-
ward in search of the equaliser.

But although the ball spent the
majority of the time in the Malaga
half, the hosts’ defensive organisa-
tion meant that they didn’t cede any
chances until deep into stoppage time
when José Angel Carrillo headed over
from six yards out, albeit from an off-
side position.

With the win, Malaga returned to
the top three of Segunda ahead of

s fian il e

. 1 ot dossounts
cqmbinadl wilh Sthet offar '

SMALL FURNITURE

iglv
C.comercial Galera Park
Nacional 340 km 148
Locales 13-14

. 29680 Estepona
Telf: 952632421
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Fernando Moreno

Ctra. de Ronda, km. 47
Urb. Las Medranas, s/n

29670 San Pedro de Alcdntara

Marbella

+34 952 78 00 06

www.fernandomoreno.es

OVIEDO-MALAGA
SATURDAY 4PM
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Up next
REAL OVIEDO (A)

:: JAMES CHAPMAN

Malaga’s final game before the
Christmas break sees them travel
to the 30,000-capacity Carlos
Tartiere stadium in the Asturian
capital, Oviedo.

Real Oviedo, an outside bet for
promotion this season, have an
impressive La Liga history, having
spent 38 seasons there between
1933 and 2001. However, since
2001, they have suffered severe
economic troubles and they
dropped down to the 4th division
for the 2003/04 season.

In 2012 the club had to raise
two million euros to prevent clo-
sure and they appealed to their
supporters to buy shares. Several
ex-players who had started their
careers there, notably Santi Ca-
zorla and Juan Mata, also offered
their financial support and the
club was saved.

In 2015 Oviedo were promoted
back to the second division where
they have stayed ever since, al-
ways on the cusp of promotion.

their final game before the Christ-
mas break next Saturday away in
Oviedo.

The Blue and Whites will have to
dowithout Alfred N'Diaye who picked
up his fifth booking of the season.

Getafe forward Sergi
Guardiola on Malaga's
radar for January

The striker scored 22
goals for Cordoba last
season but is finding
playing time hard to
come by

:: SERGIO CORTES

MALAGA. With the January
transfer window almost upon us,
Malaga’s major priority will be to
bring in a new centre forward.
With Héctor and Sead HakSaba-
novic expected to return to their
parent clubs, Atlético Madrid and
West Ham United, respectively,
Malaga’s recruitment team is look-
ing for competition for the two
forward spots.

While Gustavo Blanco Leschuk
started the season strongly, his
form has dropped off and, paired
with the injury to Mamadou
Koné, that leaves only youth
player Jack Harper as a viable op-
tion.

It is understood that Sergi Guar-
diola is sporting director José Luis
Caminero’s number one target.
The 28-year-old, who helped save

Cordoba from relegation last sea-
son with 22 league goals, is now
at Getafe where he has found
game time hard to come by. How-
ever, he is not short of suitors, es-
pecially in the second division.

Curiously, Guardiola, who pre-
viously played under coach Juan
Ramoén Muniz at Alcorcon, has
never stayed at any team for more
than a year.

| R

Leti scores direct froma
corner to rescue a point for
Femenino in Albacete

ALBACETE1 MALAGA1

:: OPTA

ALBACETE. Malaga’s women’s
side came away from the Ciudad
Deportiva Andrés Iniesta with a
valuable point on Sunday having
fought back from a goal down to
claim a 1-1 draw.

An Alba Redondo penalty in the
65th minute gave Albacete the
lead before Leti scored direct from
a corner kick to level the scores.

This was Malaga’s first point
away from home since match day
six and helps to stave of relega-
tion trouble for the time being
at least.

The Malaga players celebrate
Leti's equaliser. :: opta

€l Parqiso &
Golf Club

JOIN A TRUE MEMBERS’ CLUB AND ENJOY A PREMIUM COURSE
Designed by the legendary Gary Player

Yo w8 4 4

A MATURE COURSE A COURSE AND CLUB OVER 200 A PROGRESSIVE
WITH ATTRACTIVE OWNED AND MEMBERS IN THE CLUB CONTINUING
FEATURES AND PROFESSIONALLY LADIES" SECTION FUNCTIONS EVERY A PROGRAMME OF
FABULOUS MOUNTAIN MANAGED BY THE AND 350 IN THE MONTH OF THE IMPROVEMENTS TO
VIEWS, UNSPOILED BY MEMBERS MENS' YEAR THE COURSE AND

INTRUSIVE CLUB FACILITIES.
O
E I rr\ T q
Rl

EVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES FOR GREAT FOOD IN

Di
o © ; CJ_ £
il )GI iy :5 _.
T4 50
ALL MEMEBERS TO OUR FANTASTIC

==
TAKE PART IN TERRACE

MATCHES AT MANY RESTAURANT, AT
OTHER CLUBS VERY FAIR PRICES.
BETWEEN MALAGA
AND GIBRALTAR

LOCATED OMLY 15
MINUTES FROM
MARBELLA &
ESTEPOMNA, 25
MINUTES FROM
ELVIRIA & MAMNILVA.

EASY WALKING
COURSE WITH
WIDE FAIRWAYS IN
A PEACEFUL VALLEY
SETTING

CALENDAR WITH

T

INTRODUCTORY
MEMBERSHIPS
AVAILABLE (NO
SHARE PURCHASE
MECESSARY)

BUGGIES ARE
ALLOWED ON
FAIRWAYS,
UMLESS THERE
HAS BEEN
HEAVY RAIN,

UrTO 10
COMPETITIONS EACH
WEEK (SUITABLE FOR

BOTH HIGH & LOW
HANDICAP GOLFERS)

MANY COMPETITIONS
ARE DRAWN -NO
MNEED TO WORRY
ABOUT FINDING

SOMEONE TO PLAY
WITH AND A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY TO
MEET NEW FRIENDS.

DISCOUNTS FOR
GOLFING GUESTS
AND 20% DISCOUNT
ON DRINKS AND
15% ON FOOD

WWw.elparaisogolf;com

Phone: +34 952 88 38 35 | Contact: sales@elparaisogolf.com
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I'm so surprised that Diego Sime-
one’s name hasn’t been more
prominent as Manchester United
start the worldwide recruitment
drive to find their next leader.
The fact that he’s reportedly
the third best paid coach in the
world suggests that he’s right up
there with the very best there is.
Simeone has broken the du-
opoly of Barcelona and Real Ma-
drid in Spanish football and also
muscled in on the European scene.
In seven years he boasts seven ma-
jors. At home he’s won La Liga and
the Copa del Rey while in Europe
he’s claimed the Europa League

twice and reached two Champi-
ons League finals.

Strangely the Manchester
United fans I've communicated
with (they tend to talk at you
rather than with you on Twitter)
are quite anti the idea of the Ar-

A LOOK AT LA LIGA

gentinian being in the running for
their club. Apparently, he’s too
much like Mourinho?

He’s not one of life’s natural
smilers, so he’s no Jiirgen Klopp,
that’s true. The allegation is that
he is a defensive coach. Yes, his
teams do have excellent defensive
records but most importantly they
tend to outscore the opposition.

The Atlético supporters cer-
tainly appreciate his achievements
and their stadium rocks when they
are playing at home. Like Pep
Guardiola at Barcelona, now Man-
chester City, and Klopp at Liver-
pool, his teams do tend to play in
his image. His ‘man in black’
brooding persona certainly works
at the Wanda but United fans
aren’t buying into it.

So, many apologies to the Atlé-
tico fans for even suggesting he
should move on after seven years

The natural successor?

Diego Simeone would be a great fit for Manchester United but
strangely many fans aren't too keen on the Atlético Madrid boss

and apologies to United fans for
suggesting that he has the qual-
ity to manage your great club.

There have been stories that
he’sready to sign at extension
with Atlético (is the only manager
I can recall asking for a contract
reduction!), so now would be the
apt time.

Atlético are ahead of Real Ma-
drid, just behind Barcelona in La
Liga and they have a thrilling
Champions League tie with Ju-
ventus in the New Year. The club’s
fans are right up there with Liv-
erpool and Manchester City when
it comes to buying into the coach’s
philosophy.

Meanwhile what happens to
José Mourinho? When the Sky
cameras captured him on the way
to Waitrose the day after he was
relieved of his duties at Old Traf-
ford, he had the cut of a man

ROB PALMER

Commentator, Sky Sports
@robbopalmer

Simeone has been at Atleti for seven years. :: ere

who’d won the lottery which I

but not all love was lost.

guess he had with a reported £24
-million payoff. What do they say,
he’ll never have to work again?
He will though and it could be a
marriage of convenience with Real
Madrid. Their last relationship
ended in an unpleasant divorce

These days the manager is of-
ten the superstar at the club as
football clubs jostle for the back-
page headline. Mourinho is un-
doubtedly box-office and he’d be
welcomed back with open arms
by the Spanish sports editors.

The Marbella resistance Commentator
- - - ichael Robinson
lasts just five minutes announces he has
skin cancer
Visitors Cartagena could R.C.

hardly believe their luck MADRID. Former footballer Mi-

2 S

MARBELLA-CARTAGENA

Marbella: Wilfred; Ismael Gallar, Marcos
Ruiz, José Cruz, Rafa Mufioz (Hakim, 45');
Elias, Alex Bernal (Juanma, 63’); Manu Mo-
lina (N'Diaye, 55’), Aiidn, Sillero, Montero.

chael Robinson, 59, has announced
V;_I]hen tf;ey found | that he has a malignant melanoma
themselves two goals up which has metastasized.

He shared news of the diagno-
sis on his own programme on the
Movistar sports channel, where
heis a highly-regarded analyst
and commentator. “Unfortunately
I'min this fight but it’s clear I'm
going to win it,” he said.

Robinson, who won the league,
League Cup and European Cup
with Liverpool in 1983-84, fin-
ished his career with Osasuna and
has remained in Spain since.

in the opening exchanges : '
— Marbella's Manu Molino puts in a cross. :: J. RobRriGUEZ
:: JULIO RODRIGUEZ
MARBELLA. Five minutes was all
Cartagena needed to seal victory
on their visit to Marbella on Sun-
day. Two quick-fire goals from the
high-flying visitors meant a return
to the usual script for the hosts of
their effort not being converted
into goals.

The opening goal came after just

46 seconds, stemming from a Mar-
bella attack. A long ball up to Mon-
tero was cut out and a lightning-
fast counter-attack ended up with
Elady one-on-one with Wilfred.
The forward tucked his effort
away with aplomb, but his side were
not done yet. With just five min-
utes on the clock, they went two

goals up thanks to Aketxe’s power-
ful near-post header, cueing bottles
to be thrown in disbelief from the
Marbella dug-out.

“I'm tired of saying the same
things,” said Marbella coach Padilla
after the game. “Ninety per cent of
the goals we’ve conceded have come
from mistakes we’ve made.”

Cartagena: Joao Costa, Pedro Orfila, Jesus
Alvaro, Moisés, Ayala, Julio Gracia, Moyita
(Fito Miranda, 67'), Vitolo (Cordero, 15’),
Aketxe (Rubén Cruz, 74’), Santi Jara, Elady.

Goals: 0-1 Elady (1’), 0-2 Aketxe (5’).

Ground: Antonio Lorenzo. (Around 1,000
spectators.

FIU G A RO

WE DRESS YOUR EMOTIONS

PUERTO BANUS. Muelle Ribera, 32 casa M. MARBELLA CASCO ANTIGUO. C/ Estacion, 6 y C/ Valdés, 12 www.louisfu gdaro.com
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PEREZ DE VARGAS

ABOGADOS ~-LAWYERS -AJIBOKATHI

Comprehensive legal Advice

Experts in Real Estate,

Urban and Banking Law
g - _ rFF‘?ﬂ - N Multilingual Team-Foreign Investment
| ¥ i . . .
. e | and Residential Tourism
i ii - Golden Visa. Residence Visa for Investors
2

C/ M2 Auxiliadora, 2 - Edif. Pata-Pata, 5° N/ C/ Real, Edificio Don Vicente, 32 Planta
+34 952 77 88 48 II +34 9528014 31

estepona@perezdevargas.com

marbella@perezdevargas.com
MARBELLA (Malaga) www.PEREZDEVARGAS.com ESTEPONA(Malaga)
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“Tennis is a close-run thing now”

Alejandro Davidovich Tennis player

“l don't want the ranking
to become an
obsession,” he says after
completing his first year
as a senior and ending as
the world number 231

:: PEDRO LUIS ALONSO

MALAGA. He hasjust taken a well-
deserved holiday, returning to Swe-
den to visit his father, although it
only lasted for ten days. Speaking to
us in the familiar setting of the ten-
nis courts at the Don Carlos Tennis
& Sports Club, Alejandro Davidovich
analysed his first season as a senior,
and his forthcoming challenges. This
rising star seems more concerned
about his progress than his ranking,
and says he is satisfied with his first
season as a senior, after winning the
Junior title at Wimbledon in 2017. His
first trophy (the Futures at Quinta
do Lago) and the final in the Chal-
lenger at Szczecin marked his 2018.
-You’re ending your first year asa
senior at 231st in the ATP ranking.
I guess you’re happy with that?
-Yes. I didn’t start the season too well,
I'wasn’t able to play in many matches.
By mid-September, however, I started
to see results. The objective for my
coach and myself was to reach the
qualifier for the Roland Garros, but
it wasn’t possible. In the end I reached
afinal in the Challenger in Poland
(Szczecin) and now we are thinking
about the qualifying stage of the Aus-
tralia Open. As my tour in China went
quite well, we have classified for that.
-The season has ended with you in
good form, hasn’t it?

-Yes. I finished feeling good, but I also
need torest. I have played several
tournaments in succession, been away
for weeks on end. My body wants to
be at home now, enjoying being with
my family and friends and discon-
necting from tennis.

-What is most important to you,
winning the Futures in Quinta do
Lago or being runner-up in the Chal-
lenger at Szcezcin?

-I'd say Poland. I was playing well
right from the start and from then
on I'was able to move up a few stages.
-That was a clay court. What was
that like?

THE PERSONAL SIDE

-Tell me about a film you have
seen recently...

-It’s not a film, but I have just
finished watching all the sea-
sons of ‘Prison Break’ for the sec-
ond time. I saw them in the origi-
nal version this time. It is a se-
ries that grips you and makes you
want to see what happens next,
and I liked it better in English.
-A song that motivates you?

-I don’t normally listen to much
music before competing. I like
reggaeton and hip-hop.

-What do you like to do in your
spare time?

-I have just bought a Thermomix
so I'm spending a lot of time
cooking. I like it. 'm experiment-
ing with healthy things.

-Apart from tennis, what other

sport do you like?

-Ilike all racquet sports. I enjoy
playing padel tennis and organ-
ising matches with friends.
-What annoys you?

-People who arrive late.

-Do you have any pets?

-No. My coach’s mother has a
Maltese Bichon and I see that a
lot.

-Which do you prefer, beaches
or mountains?

-Mountains. Although it depends
on the time of year. I don’t like
the beach in the summer because
it’s so hot, and the sand... moun-
tains in winter are impressive. I
like cold weather.

-Meat or fish?

-Ilove fish, but really it’s half
and half.

Alejandro Davidovich, during the interview at the Don Carlos Tennis & Sports Club. :: JoseLe-LANZA

-Well, the speed differs, maybe. But
it doesn’t really matter to me.
-You’re still one of the few play-
ers who doesn’t have a favourite
surface.

-No, there are times when I can lose
the first round on clay or a fast sur-
face. It depends on many things, al-
though maybe clay is the best surface
for me.

-There were some important
matches when you played better
tennis at the end of this season, but
you lost because of small details. I
don’t know if you will agree, but at
the end of the season there were
two clear examples, the quarter-fi-
nals in Liuzhou, against Kavcic, and
the one which brought the season
to a close in Andria against Gaio.
What do you have to say about
those?

-Kavcic is a very experienced player
and I knew it was going to be a very

close match. Ilost the first set because
of small details, because I was 3-0 up
in the tie break. I was playing very
well, butin the third set my energy
dropped and he was stronger than
me. Against Gaio the court was very
fast. It was like ice, one of the fastest
I have ever played on and it wasn’t
very good for me. It works better for
other players. I tried to adapt to the
court, but Gaio played really well at
the most important moments.
-What have you learned from this
first year as a senior?

-That concentration and patience are
very important. Above all, those 20
seconds between one point and an-
other. That is where you have to be
really focused and forget about the
ball you just missed, because you’re
going to have another one to deal
with straight away.

-Do you think you’re improving in
that aspect?

-I'm working with Antonio de Dios,
who has been my psychologist for
the past five years, on my mindset
and one of the most important things
in that sense is to concentrate on the
next point.

-In which matches do you think you
have played best this year?
-During the week at Szcezcin. It was
avery high standard, I realise that.
Every time you win a match you grow
alittle, although there are always
times when you're not going to place
the ball where you want it and have
to let it go, to go on to the next step.
-Do you think you might reach the
top 100 in 2019, or would that be
too much to expect?

-We haven'’t thought about it. We are
going to take it tournament by tour-
nament. I will play a Challenger in
Australia (in Playford) before trying
for the qualifying stage of the Aus-
tralia Open. That’s where my head is
at the moment, and then we’ll see
what other tournaments come up,
without planning for them. I don’t
want the ranking to become an ob-
session. I don’t have too many points
to defend at the start of the season,
and I'll give it all I've got to keep mov-
ing up and gain confidence for the
rest of the year.

-What are you aims on a personal
level?

-I'd like to pass a classification phase

BE AWAKE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN YOUR LIFE®

SAY GOOD MORNING TO
OUR 4 NEW BEDS.

2000T° | HERLEWING® | EALA® | MARANGA®
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for an ATP 250 and do well in the
Grand Slam, but above all continue
to gain points and confidence for what
lies ahead of me in tennis.

-Because you reached 231st place in
recent weeks, it gives you another
passport for the Challengers or quali-
fying stages of major tournaments,
because at the start of the season
you were almost obliged to respond
to invitations. You’ll be more free
to decide what to do now, won’t
you?

-Obviously, but even if you come up
against the favourite it doesn’t mat-
ter. Tennis these days is very equal.
There will be weeks when you get
into the top 100, and others when
you end up at 500.

-At the start of this year you were
training with the Davis Cup team.
What was that like?

-Ilearned a lot from them, how they
trained, their pauses and rhythms. I
get on well with David Ferrer. It was
avery good experience. Personally, I
don’t like the new tournament for-
mat, with a week of competition and
in the same place. You lose a bit of the
feeling.

-We have mentioned psychology,
but from a tennis point of view
where do you see a margin for
growth?

-We're trying to improve on my first
serve.I'm not a very flamboyant per-
son. I know it’s in there, but I haven’t

Learned from the elite
“Concentration and
patience are very
important; above all, those
20 seconds between
points”

New rules at the ATP

“It'll be harder to get into
the top 100 now, even
more so with the change in
therulesin2019”

Evolution of his game

“It's difficult to say, but
it's possible that a clay
surface is the best one for

me

Objectives for 2019

“I'd like to pass the
qualifying stage for an ATP
250 and do wellin the
Grand Slams”

been able to show it and psychology
is making it possible to bring it out.
-From a physical point of view this
was a good year, with no injuries,
wasn’t it?

-Yes, I only had a grade two ankle
sprain, and it only lasted for a week.
-What has changed in your every-
day life or your way of working this
season, compared with before, in
terms of resources?

-My contacts have increased. When
you’re in the ATP you get to know
people. It’s easier to contact people
for the pre-season. I can’t give names
at the moment, but my contacts are
Spanish and they are not youngsters.
T'have my coach (Jorge Aguirre), physi-
cal trainer (Adrian), psychologist (An-
tonio) and physiotherapist. The So-
hail clinic in Fuengirola attends to
my injuries and pain. I normally travel
with my coach, but this year the plan
is for me to go with my physical
trainer.

-Do you have any free time?

-In the end, ten days of absolute rest
are enough if you organise yourself
properly and do what you said you
would do. If you're off the court for
amonth you lose form. With a shorter
time off, you can recover more
quickly.

-Is there a chance of you playing in
the Next Gen ATP Finals (a tourna-
ment for the seven best under-21
players in the ATP ranking and a lo-
cal guest) sometime in the next two
years?

-This year I ended 28th in the rank-
ing and that is also one of my objec-
tives for the forthcoming year.

Whether it is easier in 2019 or 2020
depends, because within two years
new players will also have come along.
-Some people are critical of the Next
Gen and the fact that it is harder
nowadays for young players to reach
the top 100 or just burst onto the
tennis scene. That wasn’t so unusual
adecade ago or so, was it?

-It’s more difficult to get into the top
100 these days, especially with the
change the ATP is going to make to
the rules, because the Futures won’t
count and the qualifiers for the Chal-
lengers will have very few players.
The ATP 250 points will count for
more than the Challengers, so it will
be more difficult for that group to get
into the top 100.

-Your talent isn’t in doubt, though.
There are only four players higher
in the ranking who are younger
than you. Does that put you under
pressure?

-Idon’t think about it much, so no.
The others are bigger and stronger
than me, so a year doesn’t change any-
thing. I'll carry on in my own way.
Players might be younger or older, it
makes no difference. I'll continue my
routine and my career.

-Who will be the next world cham-
pion? Who'll take over from Djok-
ovic, Federer and Nadal?

-I couldn’t say. Tennis is a close-run
thing these days. It could be any-
body, really.

The Set3 company will
run the courts, which
can be hired by the
general public and will
also host major events

HECTOR BARBOTTA

Los Monteros hasjust
paid off a debt with its own history.
The Grand Luxury five-star hotel,
one of the oldest in Marbella, has
now reopened its tennis club, which
was inaugurated in 1971 but has been
closed and abandoned for nearly 30
years.

This is thanks to an agreement
with the Set3 Sports&Events com-
pany, which will run the club and
aims to make it a benchmark for
sports on the Costa del Sol once
again.

The club, which has eight ten-
nis courts, six padel courts and a

sand one which can be used for
beach volleyball or beach padel ten-
nis, is reopening under the name
Los Monteros Racket Club and will
be aimed at three different mar-
kets: the general public, who can
use the facilities without being
members and just pay to hire the
courts; the hotel clients; and for
major events.

Healing a wound

The hotel manager, Fernando Al-
Farkh, says the reopening of the
club will be like healing a wound
which occurred years ago when it
was closed down, and it will be ex-
cellent for the hotel guests became
they will be able to practise sport
without leaving the complex.

He stresses that the facilities
are top quality, with latest-gen-
eration technology. Four of the
tennis courts have the ‘top-play’
system, which consists of a layer

Los Monteros reopens its legendary

of artificial grass covered with
clay, the latest of its type.

The head of Set3, Sebastian To-
baruela, says the reforms which
have been carried out will make
this a benchmark for racquet

tennis club

sports in Spain. So far, three events
have already been agreed for early
next year: a company padel ten-
nis circuit, another ‘Padel Expe-
rience’ amateur circuit, and one
for junior tennis.
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Last year's San Silvestre. :: sur

Torremolinos sees
out old year with
the San Silvestre
solidarity fun run

TONY BRYANT

Hundreds
of fun runners are expected to
participate the fourth edition of
the San Silvestre de Torremoli-
nos, a non-competitive street
race held annually to help un-
derprivileged families in danger
of social exclusion.

The race, which will officially
close the town’s calendar of sport-
ing events for 2018, will start at
the town hall building in Plaza
de Blas Infante at midday on New
Year’s Eve and continue through
the streets of Torremolinos.

The event is free and open to
runners of all ages: the only re-
quirement is that participants
donate one kilo of non-perish-
able food, which will be distrib-
uted among local aid organiza-
tions.

Those taking part, whether
seasoned athletes or fun runners,
are asked to dress in festive cos-
tumes and prizes will be given
for the most inventive designs.

Those wishing to take part can
register online (Www.torremo-
linos.es/pmdt) or from 10.30am
on the morning of the event.

When. New Year’s Eve at
midday.

Start. Torremolinos town
hall, Plaza de Blas Infante.

Requirements. Bring one
kilo of non-perishable food and
register at www.torremoli-
nos/pmdt or on the morning of
the event.

HOW DOES THE
END OF LIFE SOUND?

The music that tells the story of a
“special kind of caring”

www.palliativesong.org/en

our

cud

BECOME A REGULAR DONOR

& help us continue
special kind of caring.

FUNDACION

eca
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Basketball. There was a good atmosphere but ultimately no Guinness World Record as
6,593 basketball fans, in the build-up to the Unicaja-Barcelona game in Malaga's Martin Car-
pena on Sunday, attempted to break the world record for balls bounced at the same time. Or-
ganised by Worten, in conjunction with the city hall, there was music, cheerleaders and other
entertainment but the attempt fell short of the 7,557 needed. :: saLvapor saLas

Golf. Baviera Golf on Saturday concluded the year with two tourna-
ments - the annual youth Christmas tournament and the inaugural
Friend Cup. In the latter, participants (pictured) were invited by mem-
bers to try their hand at the sport for the first time. :: sur

Triathlon. More than 250 athletes from the province of Malaga participated in the XXI
Torremolinos Triathlon last weekend. Organised by Torremolinos town hall, the multisport
race, comprising three continuous and sequential endurance races, was held in the Villa Depro-
tiva sports stadium and the surrounding pine forests. The men's race was won by Rubén Fortes,
who completed the course in 00.33.31. Nidia Ruiz triumphed in the women's race, with a time
of 00.38.31. :: TONY BRYANT

Mijas Bowls Club re-
cently hosted the
four-day Ball &
Chain competition
for married couples.
The format was a
Round Robin which
also included a
plate. Mary and
John Pearce saw off
Hazel and Phil Gut-
teridge in the final
(finalists pictured)
while Nel and Theo
Bellaart beat Josie
and Alan Bloom to
win the plate. :: sur

Lawn Bowls. - i J F-ur—- r....
i ! -

Walking football. The tournament to raise funds to buy prostheses
for Marbella girl Sarah Almargo Vallejo (seated centre) who lost her limbs
to sepsis was a great success and raised a total of 950 euros. The grand fi-
nal on Saturday was won by first-timers Atlético Marbella with a last-
gasp goal against San Pedro. :: sur

Help Save Part of Malaga’s International Heritage

The English Cemetery Foundation (La Fundacién Cementerio Inglés de Malaga)
urgently needs your help to maintain this beautiful place that is of great historical
and cultural significance to the entire international community on the coast.

Not only is it a peaceful green space in the city but also the resting place for
many distinguished Eurcpeans.

Please donate generously. Thank you!

There are many advantages in becoming a Friend of the Space donated by

English Cemetery. Find out more by visiting the website: SUR
www.cementericinglesmalaga.org

THE ENGLISH CEMETERY
M A L A G A

CAJAMAR: 3058 0771 54 2720012845 As a registered charity, donations made to the Foundation may be offset against Spanish tax liability. The Foundation's CIF Number is G92799501 and its Registry number is MA1228
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YOUR CLASSIFIED AD, READ BY MORE THAN 260,000 PEOPLE EVERY WEEK

'CLASSIFIED | *

Head Office:

Avda. Dr. Marafdn, 48, Malaga,
10amto 1 pm

and 5pmto7 pm

Tels.:

952 649 692
952 649 669

Fax:

952 611 256

Advertising administrator:
Teresa Canales

SUR offices:

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2,
2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9
amto 2 pm. Tel. 659 344 816

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto
Benavente, 1, 22 planta. Mon-
day to Thursday: 9 am to 7 pm.
Friday: 9 am to 2.30 pm. Tel.
952580142 - 605022 121
Web:
www.surinenglishads.com

Mijas: Centro Comercial Carre-
four. Avda. Los Lirios s/n Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday: 10-14h
& 16-18h. Wednesday & Friday:
9.30-14.30h. Tel. 952 580 726
-670643 488

Coin: Monday to Friday 10 am
to 6 pm. Mobile 600513 343

Estepona: Puerto deportivo de
Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-
trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-
659 344 816. Monday to Friday
9amto 3 pm.

Representative offices:

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd
Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577
Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588
Web:
www.globalmediasales.co.uk

How much does

an advertisement cost?
58 cents per word

+21% IVA.

Minimum 10 words
Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon

NOTICE TO READERS

SUR in English accepts NO
RESPONSIBILITY for the
content of advertisements, nor
for any claims made by
advertisers. Thorough checks
should be carried out before
completing any transaction.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS

SUR in English reserves the right
to make grammatical and spelling
corrections to advertisements as
and when deemed necessary, and
to classify correctly any adver-
tisement. Although every care is
taken to ensure the correct publi-
cation of advertisements, regret-
tably mistakes do sometimes
occur. If there is an error in your
advertisement, notify your
agency or agent at once as SUR in
English can only accept responsi-
bility for ONE insertion published
incorrectly. We would like to
advise advertisers that no free
insertions will be given when the

advertisement/material received
is not suitable for print media.

INTERNET/Email address:
Please be advised that it
may not be possible for
your internet or email
address to be printed on
one line. If it will not fit,
advertisers and readers
alike should bear in mind
that a hyphen will be
inserted at the end of the
first line to indicate that
the email address con-
tinues on the line below

PROPERTY FOR
SALE

Axarquia

ADVERTISERS
PLEASE NOTE

Estepona

ESTEPONA: 2 bedroom, 2 bath-
rooms semi-detached house. Big
swimming pool and terrace. Close
to a golf course. 170,000 Euros.
616026881

Inland

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/
667067269

ALHAURIN Torre, El Grande, view
our website www.arisinmobili-
aria.com For all your requirements
phone. Julia Esme 629487762,
678457784

Marbella

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile)
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Selfstorage
Marbella 952811311

SAN PEDRO beachside beautiful
penthouse, 3 double bedrooms, 2
bathrooms and 2 terraces.
South/southeast with the store and
parking. No agency. 696178281

Torremolinos

TORREMOLINOS La Colina: 2 bed,
1 bath apartment, 8th floor very

nice views, 160,000 Euros.
629555815
Property Wanted

We urgently need
properties for
Swedish and

Norwegian clients.
Please call
Alamo Costa del Sol

Tel: 952 469 519 _

WE ARE looking for attractive
properties, seaview is a plus, min.
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519

SELLING your Property? Honest
valuations. Maximum exposure and
Free Energy Certificate. 15 years
successfully selling property on the
Costa. Call 606526618 or Email
info@first4propertyspain.com No
sale. No fee guaranteed

PROPERTY TOLET

Benalmddena

VARIOUS rental properties avail-
able starting from 400 euros/ month,
longterm. Benalmadena - Marbella.
Whatsapp 00447955405153

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Mirador del Carvajal,
8 month lease only, 2 bed apart-
ment, 2 bath, furnished, parking,
sea views. 625 euros
monthly.Whatsapp
00447955405153

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Benlmadena, town-
house, short term, 7 months let, 3
bed, 2 bath, furnished, parking, great
sea views. 750 euros monthly.
Whatsapp 00447955405153

Selling a Property?

Advertise it here with over 260,000
weekly readers and potential buyers

MALAGA. HEAD OFFICE 952 649 669
MARBELLA 659 344 816

FUENGIROLA 952 580 142 /635 716 285
SOTOGRANDE/GIBRALTAR 683 298 897
ESTEPONA 659 344 816 /952 806 408

SUR

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Torremuelle, 1 bed stu-
dio apartment, furnished, fantastic
terrace with amazing seaviews. 600
euros  monthly.  Whatsapp
00447955405153

Inland

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long
term rentals in Coin and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525

BEACHSIDE townhouse Azalea
Beach San Pedro, 4 beds 3 bath un-
furnished. No Pets. References es-
sential 1950pm 603112468

Mijas

CALAHONDA: Lovely two bed, two
bathroom apartment, pool and park-
ing. Furnished for immediate occu-

pation. Excluding electricity 525
Euros month. To view 693744251

FAMILY home, 15mins highway from
Jerez airport. Fully equipped. 240
Euros month. 665805946

Torremolinos

ALHAURIN Torre, El Grande, Tor-
remolinos. Apartment, well main-
tained houses with pools in town
and country, different prices. Julia
Esme 629487762, 678457784

Marbella

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Selfstorage
Marbella 952811311

URB. Terrazas de Guadalmina. First
floor; apartament 2 bedrooms, 2
bathroom, 100 m 2; first line of Gua-
dalmina Golf Course: garage in-
cluyed. 1.100 euros month.
605963207

o

Need to Rent?

Contact us! We will distribute
on average 50,000 copies with
YOUR property in it!!

MALAGA HEAD OFFICE 952 649 669
MARBELLA 659 344 816
FUENGIROLA 952 580 142 / 635 T16 285
SOTOGRANDE/GIBRALTAR 683 298 897
ESTEPONA 659 344 816 / 952 806 408

SUR

NOW EVEN EASIER!!!
Send your advert by

605 022 121

©

WhatsApp

PLAYAMAR apartment two bed-
rooms. 1200 euros month winter
690740404

Commercial
Properties/Offices
torent

WHAREHOUSE Malaga airport,200
square meters + office+ bathroom
+ parking, new alarm + cctv, 1250
euros, 683339029

ACCOMMODATION

House / Flat Share

WANTED person to share very pleas-
ant townhouse. Beachside between
Puerto Banus and San Pedro. Excel-
lent location. Double bedroom with
ensuite bathroom. Nice terrace.
Pleasing views. Underground park-
ing. High Speed WiFi, TV. Share of
kitchen, salon, dining. 500 Euros
p/month. Phone 952634557 or
email dmc248@gmail.com

WANTED 1Room torent, long-term,
Marbella. Businessman, E-mail:
stunts.peter@gmail.com

SWIMMING POOLS
AND GARDEN

Swimming Pools

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs.
Malaga/ Estepona. 678791495/
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive.
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/
654762993

SWIMMING pool heat pumps: Cov-
ers and rollers. Filtration systems.
EnviroCare SL. All areas covered.
Full guarantee. Over 20 years on the
coast. www.envirocarespain.com
info@envirocarespain.com
952663141/ 670409759

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS..ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also
the very latest technology in pool
heaters, covers & rollers.info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785

Garden

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. N°1 for
trees & palms. On the Costa since
1998.600260534/ 952117486 Kit
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com

GARDENING services from 120E
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation
systems. Ricardo 637160129
www.ricardogardens.es

SERVICES

Builders

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs,
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no
job too small. Mob. 692207799

the newspaper for southern spain

TELEPHONE SERVICE SUR
952 58 01 42 - 952 58 38 50

Pay by credit/ debit card, deposit or bank transfer ViS4

Monday to Thursday: 9.30 - 19.00h - Fridays: 9.30 - 14.30h

Send adverts by email: ads@surinenglishads.com

All advertising information for the SUR in English: sizes, prices, supplements, examples are available: www.surinenglishads.com
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PLASTERING, rendering, artexing
& coving specialist, 20.years on the
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie:
679646185

CONSTRUCTION in general, all
types of reforms. Quality building
at the right price. Stuart 648153718

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 14 years
coast/campo. Competitive prices,
quality finish. 952426074/
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com

COSTADIGGERS & Construction.
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051.
costadiggers@hotmail.com

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction,
painting. Innovation Sotogrande
to Marbella, 648712530

WINDOW and door replacement.
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com
info@masterbuildspain.com
952663141/ 670409759

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new
kitchens, property renovations and
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com
info@masterbuildspain.com
952663141/ 670409759

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician,
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms,
all trades, all jobs. David
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com

I'M LOOKING for work: I'm quali-
fied & experienced builder, all ce-
ment work, plumbing, electricity,
tilling. Construction of new roofs &
replacement of old roofs, etc. Any
kind of reforms. Small and big jobs
guaranteed. Speak little English.
663473631/ 643529338

Plumbers

30 YEARS on the Coast. | coverall
aspects of plumbing & general
maintenance. Graham, 607923486

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber.
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772

Electricians

Gates

Awnings-Blinds

D C ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Available 24/7 - 365 days a year
Prompt, efficient service
Quality merchandise, honest pricing
Backed by 35 years experience
in domestic, commercial and industrial

Professional and friendly advice
Office: 952 567 514 Mob: 608 864 683

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete
rewires, extra sockets, boletins,
projects. 610887921/951351051

Decorators

THE BEST painter/decorator on
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933
www.noldecor.com

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional painters & decorators. All
aspects of interior & exterior work.
Also kitchen/ furniture spraying.
Call/ WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308.
www.rainbowpinturas.com

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick
and efficient service call lan
603219176

STAN clean reliable painter, deco-
rator, plus wallpaper. Long term
established on Coast with good
recommendations. No job too
small!! Free quote. 663424258

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/
636394641 expertgates.com

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors.
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates.
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es
952786178 / 605356469

Boilers

WATER heaters: Gas or electric. Over
20 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL.
WWWw.envirocarespain.com.......
info@envirocarespain.com
952663141/ 670409759

Pest Control

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas,
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars,
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS
Pest Control. Phone Nigel
606008940. Credit cards accepted

Repairs

SUPERIOR decoration service for
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/
952450348

ALL TYPES of renovations, paint-
ing, construction. 951 390 260
www.costarenovation.com

Drain Repairs

DRAINS blocked? Call David
952568414,661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions

Carpenters

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141
www.masterbuildspain.com...
info@masterbuildspain.com
670409759.

CARPENTER Doors, Wardrobes,
Kitchens, Flooring, Renovations,
13yrs Marbella, 666269751

WASHING Machines, refrigerators,

boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian
608337497

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry
Goodman +34673344212. English
Service Technician. 36 years expe-
rience

VISTA Home maintenance. No job
too big or small, professional, reli-
able, trustworthy. Air-con, boilers,
decorating plumbing & tiling,
floor/terrace polishing, shutter re-
pairs, refurbishments. Call us for a
no obligation quote. Office
952867121 or 628983250

Bathrooms

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new
kitchens, property renovations and
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com
info@masterbuildspain.com
952663141/ 670409759

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a
week. Conversion from manual to
motorised. New installations. Also
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens.
All areas covered coast and inland.
655825931

SUNSHINE

BLINDS
AWNINGS + SUNCANOPIES
PERSIANAS/SHUTTERS
Repairs, motorize, change canvas
20 years on Coast
Phone 952 467 783
680 323 969

ke 11

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap
952467783/ 680323969

Upholstery

ADVANCED Cleaning Services.
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest,
reliable service.
678808837/952669701 or email
acservs@outlook.com

UPHOLSTERY including leather
cleaned as well as all carpets.
685524921

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days.
All areas. www.cleansol.es

Floors

MARBLE polishing, crystallizing,
lasting, high shine. Regrinding,
restoration of salty, dead floors.
Cyril, 634455064

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed.
Wooden floors treated. No job too
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol.
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es

Windows and Glass
Curtains

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
ticjointing, strips between the glass
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931

UPVC and Aluminium windows
and doors direct from our factory.
We measure! We make! We fit!
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com

GENEVA WINDOWS
UPVC & ALUMINIUM

WINDOWS & DOORS
Direct from our factory

952 587 482

678 768 454
genevawindows@gmail.com

Tel.

Manufacturers of

UPVCWindows & Doors

www.dandmprojects.com

952 667 761/ 680 828 000

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC
windows at unbeatable prices, check
out our offers and new product lines
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat
any genuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952 667 559

UPVC and Aluminium windows
and doors direct from our factory.
We measure! We make! We fit!
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com

Locksmiths

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio
doors, windows secured. Paul
657466803

ENGLISH 24/7 Locksmith/Safe
Engineers. Established 2004. Call
Daren or Mick 952660233-
667668673-636770865 www.se-
curityofspain.com

Solar Energy

SOLAR Domestic Hot Water Sys-
tems: Quality installations. Over 20
years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL.
WWWw.envirocarespain.com......
info@envirocarespain.com
952663141/ 670409759

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices.
Highest quality. 653456091

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot
water. Central heating. Swimming
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es
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Air Conditioning /
Heating

AIR CONDITIONING installation
service, repair & re-gas, 24h
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/
951351051

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability,
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959

AIR CONDITIONING installation.
Service & repair to any make or
model, also repair fridge/freezers,
bottle coolers, car A/C& A/C on
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration:
952596404/679284959

BEST service engineer.
www.acair,com Established 1986.
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993

AIR CONDITIONING installations,
repairs and servicing. Airflow
952443222 airflowspain@live.com

AIR CONDITIONING. Quality in-
stallations, repairs and servicing.
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Author-
ised installers under regulations:
Real Decreto 115/2017. EnviroCare
SL. www.envirocarespain.com
info@envirocarespain.com
952663141/ 670409759

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and
Cosy. The family company that
cares. Installation and repairs.
Quality machines. EcoSense
movement sensors supplied and
fitted from 100 Euros. For other
energy-saving products visit
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513.
We are Junta de Andalucia author-
ised installers as the new law
states (Real Decreto 115/2017).
On the Costa del Sol since 1993

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. Author-
ised installers under regulations:
Real Decreto 115/207..... www.en-
virocarespain.cominfo@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the
Costa Del Sol 952663141/
670409759

FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves:
info@envirocarespain.com.....
www.envirocarespain.com. All ar-
eas covered. Established on the Costa
Del Sol for over 20 years.
952663141/ 670409759

Property
Management

PROPERTY Managed, Maintained
and rented. Plus video monitor
your property on your mobile
24/7.Call 647222295

N\
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29651 Mijas
OPENING HOURS

PROTEC

FACTORY & EXHIBITION
Camino Pera de Agua, 81-104
Poligono Industrial Los Perales, Buzon 15

From Monday to Friday: 9h-18h
Saturday: Only by appointment

Tel 952 58 75 73 - Fax 952 58 85 26
info@grupo-protec.com
www.protecgroupspain.com

REFURBISHMENT

CONSTRUCTION

I_Constructlon of \.u[la in Elvma Marbells

Since 1996 - A trusted company with 22 years experience in Spain o @protecgroupspain o @Protec_Spain
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Patrocinador-Sponsor
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Cleaning Services

ADVANCED Cleaning Services.
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest,
reliable service.
678808837/952669701 or email
acservs@outlook.com

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable,
economical, all types of fireplaces.
Chris 608337497

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery
including leather cleaned on site.
685524921

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40
Euros. 611283162

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable.
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136

WINDOW Cleaners: Commercial and
Residential. La Cala/ Fuengirola.
Everyday. Call Peter 603156987

General Services

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Accountants

NEW SERVICE for non-resident
property owners. File your yearly
tax return (form 210) online from
the comfort of your home
www.taxesinspain.com

MALAGA Expat Consulting - Pa-
perwork Assistance, (NIE, Resi-
dencia, Driving Licence Renewal,
Car Transfer, Doctor Registrations,
Translation, Property Rental Li-
cense and more), Relocation Ad-
vice. Outstanding service at com-
petitive rates. Call Irina Saltmarsh
687 733 743 www.malagaex-
pat.com

Translators

OFFICIAL translations. All languages.
952789204. Mobile 654613094
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Selfstorage
Marbella 952811311

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds,
Upholstery, made to measure,
wide range fabrics/ foam.
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com

MAPLE leaf home renovations- Bath-
rooms- kitchens- interior/exterior
renovations- carpentry- electricity-
plumbling- air conditioning all kind
of installations. 635252327

Mosquito Screens

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws

Others

CATERING services for Christmas
and New Year as well as parties, wed-
dings, children s parties and cor-
porate. Menus for all tastes and budg-
ets : canapés, hog roast, paellas, for-
mal dining and can include tables,
chairs, bar, waiters etc. Contact
Heather at Fiestasol info@fiestasol
657214831

(

SUR )
The undisputed
market leader
and favourite
read*, reaching
more than
260,000 expats
every week
in Malaga alone
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independent

\ research) j

Insurance

Mortgages

Loans

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147
alanll@yahoo.co.uk

FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you
looking to raise funds against your
home in Spain for property reforms,
debt consolidation, liquidity pur-
poses or Self Build finance? We have
alternatives to high street Banks
which offer bespoke solutions! Call
us or visit www.fluentfinance-
abroad.com for more information.
+34952961952 or email info@flu-
entfinanceabroad.com. Visit our San
Pedro office

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see
if you can SAVE MONEY or better
your terms by changing Spanish lend-
ers. Do you have anold interest only
mortgage which needs to be refi-
nanced? Contact Marc 952853647,
melliott@fluentfinance-
abroad.com or visit www.fluentfi-
nanceabroad.com

OAbbeygate

The way insurance should be

b=
it [
Home Insurance

More information
and details call us.
Telephone areas ....

Motor Insurance,
Health Insurance,
Travel Insurance,
Comercial Insurance,
Marine Insurance

r -’
* - Molot insurance

952 893 380 - costa del Sol
956 794 067 -cadiz
965 745 097 - costa Blanca

b isa g of Wyedean

Services Ltd,

and

by the FSA (305487}

sales@abbeygateinsure.com - www.abbeygateinsure.com

BORROW Cash on your house. Any
property. Any amount. No monthly
payments. No credit checks. Pay
back ONLY when you sell.
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk

Business
Opportunities

WORKING Investment Partner
sought to join newly established Vir-
tual Reality Entertainment Com-
pany. Currently operating through-
out Andalucia and looking to con-
solidate and expand. You will have
commercial awareness, enthusiasm
and drive and be able to communi-
cate in English and Spanish. Mini-
mum investment 50k Euros. gor-
donsvilla@gmail.com

QUALIFIED hairdresser and barber
required to rent chairs, great op-
portunity to start a growing busi-
nessinatop class salon in Mijas Golf
648211743

Others

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Selfstorage
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WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th,
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525.
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your
pets. Various vehicles cater for your
needs. 952596213, 665150227

MAN & VAN. Anything considered.
No job too small. FROM 15Euros
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited).
605215917

MOVING LOCALLY? Call
952426463/ 660563131. Best
prices. Fully legal. British Removal
Company

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-

cus  Transport 952816582
move@freinternational.com
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING,

door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463
www.brcspain.com

MovelT-StorelT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Este-
pona. David 696810618

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full
loads. Pet transport.
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk
637980655

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed!
Packaging materials. Selfstorage

Marbella 952811311 Marbella 952811311
15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN
FOR UK DEC 28TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090.
REMOVALS LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!!
AND STORAGE MAN WITH big van, removals, 20

MAN & VAN Big/ small removals,
clearances. 100%reliable. Ikea col-
lection/ assembly. 20E hourly.
622020856

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610

BRITISH Removal Company SL.
Regular service Spain, UKinclud-
ing Scotland and Ireland.
952426463 www.brcspain.com

CLOSER TO YOU

We have an agent in your area

MALAGA. HEAD OFFICE. Emma 952 649 669

MARBELLA. 659 344 816. Jules Franken 629 589 964

SAN PEDRO DE ALCANTARA. Traducciones San Pedro 952 789 204 / 654 613 094
FUENGIROLA. Diana 952 580 142 / 635 716 285

BENALMADENA. Publi Ocio del Sur 670 886 299

MIJAS. Carrefour Mijas 952 580 726 / 670 643 488

MIJAS COSTA. Sonja Bryce 626 539 298
ESTEPONA. Carmen 659 344 816 / 952 806 408
SOTOGRANDE/GIBRALTAR 683 298 897
COIN. Rocfo 951 315 113 / 600 513 343

Euros/ hour. Also house clearance.
Ikea runs. 609321958

NATIONAL and International Trans-
port regular loads to the UK LWB
Van Focus Transport 952816582
move@freinternational.com

MAN/ VAN Services. Removals.
Transport. Deliveries, collections,
and rubbish clearances from 20
Euros. Extra help available. Steve
602813062

BUY /SELL
MISCELLANEOUS

HOUSE clearances specialist.
Houses, gardens, garages cleared.
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
movalservice. Fast and reliable. Rich
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED.
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION.
661402134

CASH for your unwanted furniture.
House/ garage/ bar clearances. Also
removals. Steve 722306194

GUITAR collection for sale. Gibson
LP custom, Fender strat, acoustics
and amplifiers. 952795389

MOTORS
Buy / Sell Cars

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK
or Spanish.. 685524921

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost
papers. Problems solved. Call
678808837

WANTED: Best prices paid for
proper cars, same day collection.
678808837

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars,
all years, all models...from exotic
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch
plated. Call 951977329/
606647597

BILLBRAD

ARS

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH
ALL OUR LOVELY FRIEND & CLIENTS
MERRY CHRISTMAS & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

WE ARE OPEN OVER THE HOLIDAY PERIOD

www.stgeorgeseuropean.com
See our main advert in the ‘my home’ section

MALAGA REMOVALS

Weekly removal service to & from
UK, Costa Del Sol & the Algarve %L")
Email: sales@malagaremovals.com

Tel: +44 (0)1621 850070 Spain: +34 951 121 857
Web: www.malagaremovals.com

/[ROY TREVOR]

THE PROFESSIONAL MOVERS
« Available storage in the UK - Spain - Portugal

WEEKLY GROUPAGE SERVICE _
BETWEEN UK - SPAIN - PORTUGAL \ BAR

OVERSEAS
REMOVER

TO21

« Professional experienced courteous crews, all English speaking

- From single baggage items, motorbikes, cars to full house moves we can move anything

Tel. +44 1925 630441 - 951 311 118 - info@movingmatters.net - www.roy-trevor.com




62 | CLASSIFIED |

WANTED all cars, any registration,
runners or non runners. Embargos
& finance no problem. Call now, cash
waiting. 687049592/622156022

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer
collects. Transfer included.
605109796

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid
for any second-hand cars. Jeff
639416333

VW PASSAT 1.92013, 195,000kms,
asnew. 5 doors. 13,500 Euros. ONO.
629555815

ELECTRIC: Nissan Leaf Acenta 24
kWh, battery rental, 12/2013, pearl-
white, 35750 km, 12.900, 678 292
198

MERCEDES E250 CBI AMG Sports,
automatic, convertible. Azur Blue.
Green leather seating. 33,000miles.
Service History just serviced. Span-
ish plates RHD. Immaculate condi-
tion. 22,500 Euros. 650679123/
952838167

CLASSIC Mercedes 500SL 1992 This
rare car has a new ITV, auto roof,
FSH, colour Anthracite, drives like
a dream, must sell, reduced from
9.550 euros to 8.000 euros. Tel.
952113482 620249232

Paperwork

CAR REGISTRATION registration
hassle free. Don't drive illegally. Ask
specialists before buying & regis-
tering to save tax. More info
www.meexpress.net 952490028

CARAVANS

Storage

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans,
motorhomes, cars and boats etc.
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es
679786669/ 606101807

NAUTICAL

PUERTO Banus 8M mooring for
rental Tel 630614252

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc
working or not. Telf. 609521166.
jetski@jetcenterspain.com

PEUGEOT, 306 1.9 Diesel, ITV June
2019. Includes new clutch. Finalre-
duction 550 euros. Reduced for quick
sale. 671945178

CONTRACEPTIVES not your thing?
Your ego won't let you drive a mi-
nivan? Our 2012 Audi Q7 3.0 TDI
Advance 7 Seater with only 87.000
kms for 27.500¢ will allow you to
drop your kids off at school in style
without looking like you gave up on
life. Cunild & Co. Puerto Banus,
951770906 www.cunildco.com

RECRUITMENT

Situations Vacant

JOBFINDER Spain can help you hire
and keep quality staff quickly and
cost effectively. Call 951400234
www. jobfinderspain.com

Repairs

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes
and power steering. Call/Fax:
952796166/ 952805804/
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped,
Mijas Costa. No job too small.
952667074

O

O

JOBFINDER Spain can help you find
your ideal job. Call 951400234
www.jobfinderspain.com

NOW HIRING! Part time Adminis-
trative Assistant.Email: jobs@local-
soft.net

LISTER Real Estate agency located
in Mijas Costa and operative on the
entire Coast is looking for Experi-
enced Lister. The candidate must
speak English and Spanish fluently.
Fixed salary and high commission
scheme for the right candidate.
Please send CV: info@buenavista-
homes.eu and/or call 951484500

Want to sell your car?
Advertise it here!!

MALAGA. HEAD OFFICE 952 649 669

MARBELLA 659 344 816

FUENGIROLA 952 580 142 /635 716 285
SOTOGRANDE/GIBRALTAR 683 298 897
ESTEPONA 659 344 816 /9 52 806 408

SUR

Autos Sedan, .S.L. MULTIBRAND CAR SPECIALISTS

> Specialists in passenger cars, vans and SUVs.
> Vehicles with total guarantee, kilometres and

bodywork certificates.

> We don't work with hire cars companies.

> One month trial or 1.500 kms.

' The best market price

MARBELLA&CO, Real estate agency
in Marbella. We are looking for an
office manager for leading our team.
You need being fluent in English and
good in Spanish, having experience
within real estate. We offer you be-
ing part of a very professional and
successful team. Send applications
to: ez@marbellaco.com marked with
oM

TWEETALIGE aankoopmedewerker
gezocht voor hulp bij aankoop van
classic cars regio Andalusie . Geen
ervaring vereist. Werktijden over-
eente komen. Zeer goede verdien-
sten ! info@euro-automotive.be

WE ARE hiring Videogame Testers
(all languages). Tel. 952028080
www.localsoftgames.com

ol
JOBS TO OFFER?

We have potential candidates.
Do you have any vacancies?
MALAGA. HEAD OFFICE 952 649 669
MARBELLA 659 344 816

FUENGIROLA 952 580 142 /635 716 285
SOTOGRANDE/GIBRALTAR 683 298 897
ESTEPONA 659 344 816 / 952 BOG 408

SUR

DENTAL assistant, experience not
necessary, full training provided,
English+Spanish fluent, requested
for leading Dental Clinic in Marbella.
CV to: info@dentalmarbella.com

BOUWERSGIDS.BE zoekt Belgische
en Nederlandse televerkopers om
ons product te promoten. Hoge ver-
diensten en wekelijkse betalingen.
Info: 685855297 www.bouwers-
gids.be of info@bouwersgids.be

OUTSTANDING Sales profession-
alsrequired. Leading marketing com-
pany has an exciting position for a
tenacious, resilient and dynamicin-
dividual. Must be ambitious and
money motivated to achieve areal-
istic OTE Euros 50k+. Inthe firstin-
stance please apply with CV
info.mmbmarketing@gmail.com
Phone: +34 698 444 645

SALES Rep required forimmediate
startin real estate office in Alhaurin
el Grande. Full time position, wages
based on commission. English es-
sential, other languages will be val-
ued. Experience preferred but not
essential. Please contact Isabel
Gomezon 655923853 or email Isa-
bel.gomez@yourviva.com

Situations Wanted

RESPONSIBLE woman with expe-
rience in cleaning, taking care of
children, loves pets. 634455454

LIVE in experienced Bolivian fam-
ily. Housekeeping, gardening, main-
tenance, choffeur. 665662596

PERSONAL

Meeting Point

I AM Ray Donovan s father looka-
like looking for love and friendship.
Phone Mickey 629216775

GENTLEMAN WLTM for Xmas and
beyond another 50+ who has a pen-
chant for close male company of a
very comprehensive nature a retired
doctor or male nurse perhaps!
gamesman_36@yahoo.co.uk

NICE lady WLTM a nice man for dat-
ing. 633515663

50 YEAR old lady just moved to Fuen-
girolais looking for friends to share
hobbies/coffee etc. 603249712

Counsellors

PROFESSIONAL Counsellor Degree
in psychology English speaking spe-
cializing anxiety panic attacks, child
development & grief Benalmadena
651431026 952567299

HEALTH & BEAUTY

Chiropractors

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release.
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating
neck, back & extremity disorders,
30yrs in practice. 652291224
www.bodywork.es

It’s easier than ever
to live in Spain and

Get the best of both worlds

theGood
Caregioup

-RENAULT GRAND SCENIC 1.6 DCI LIMITED AUTOM. 15.100€
-SMART FORTWO COUPE 52 AUTOM. 9.300€
-TOYOTA HIBRIDS ALL THE MODELS

-NISSAN LEAF ELECTRIC 100% AUTOM. 16.335€
-BMW X3 AUTOM. 18.900€
-AUDI Q5 2.0 TDI S-LINE AUTOMATICO 18.900€

For more information:
Call 0034 622047351 or email

hegoodcaregroup.com
aregroup.com

Chiropodists

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel.
619547636

Massage

TIRED of meaningless massages.
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda.
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa
688553000

TAKE a break.. Enjoy the benefits
of relaxing massages. 623156610

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555
Fuengirola

FUENGIROLA: Japanese, Thai,
Swedish, Bali massage. Anti-stress
therapy. 600231544

NEXT to San Pedro. professional
and relaxing massage. polish lady.
603105196

THAI woman. Professional mas-
sages. Benalmadena Torrequebrada.
Visits. Appointments. Whatsapp.
612210289

December 21st to 27th 2018
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MASSAGE female specialist
Benalmadena. Full package ensures
absolute satisfaction. 622231133

BENALMADENA: Professional
massage, lumbar, back, clay,
chocolate. From 30E. 608181791.
beaprinc.wixsite.com/zen-
realmmassage

Therapists

ITEC Diploma courses in massage,
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216.
www.naturaclass.net

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy.
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples.
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard +447813944146

Others

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order
viagradyoul9@gmail.com.
672883025

It’s easier than ever
to live in Spain and

Get the best of both worlds

with the outstanding

tracy.jackso
www.thegc

providers of live-in care.

on:
7351 or email
hegoodcaregroup.com
group.com

DISTRIBUTION CALL CENTRE

Contact the SUR in English distribution
call centre for any queries relating to the
delivery and distribution of SUR in English.

This service is available every Friday from 9:00
to 13:00, so for all your distribution enquiries
in English call 952 649 669, in Spanish 952 649 720.

DON’T MISS OUT! MAKE SURE YOU PICK
UP YOUR COPY OF THE COAST’S LEADING
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PUBLICATION

R

C/ Nabucco, 25 (Pol. Ind. Alameda). Malaga.
Tel: 952 31 99 35 / 685 637 211

-FIAT FREEMONT 2.0 AUTOM. 21.200€

-FORD S-MAX AUTOM. 12.700€
-VOLVO XC90, SUMMUM, 2.4 AUTO. 200CV. 17.800€

-HYUNDAI SANTA FE 2.2 CRDI 4X4 AUTOM, 21.175€

-MERCEDES BENZ E350 CABRIO AUTOM. 39.900€
-MITSUBISHI I-MIEV ELECTRIC AUTOM. 11.980€

MORE VEHICLES YOU CAN VISIT IN WWW.autOSGdan.eS
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VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-

in English

SUR

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-

sur (LOSER T0 YOU

New telephone and WhatsApp service for Marbella and Estepona.
Your classified ads made easy

SUR
PycckoM

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
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SURx

Kennels / Cattery

(952 806 408
(C) 659 344 816

B estepona@publicidadsur.com

Pet Transport

lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 COMPUTERSI ror messages fixed, viruses removed. | count with this advert. Autoescu-
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de- Hardware/software upgrades avail- | elaUrbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
livery all areas. For the best prod- |NTERNETI PHONES | :able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. | Piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto- \';AGUNA Kfnn_elsl& cosy(tl:afttell;y.
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. Laptops in English. Also one-to-one | Matic. 687070256 our pets lovingly cared for by | 100K no further for your pet trans-
g, Experienced. reliabl - : o English mother & daughter. Coin. | port. We offer a service to travel
_tralnlng. xperienced, reliable serv- D_RIVER licence in English with Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la- with/ without your pets/ furniture
BuyISe“ ice, no callout charge. Paul, | discounts.Alsowith AUTOMATIC | g, ;pakennels@hotmail.com Pets from 295 ds including vet
car! Fuengirola/ Mijas. 657325808 etstrom 235 pounds Including ve

VIDEO/TV

Satellite Installation

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-

DAYTONA Computer: Computers,
mobile phones and accessories in
your language. Sales and repairs.
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. info@daytona.es
or call 952667395 Los Boliches

630652338/952493859

PC DOCTOR New address!!! Paseo
Jesus Santos Rein 11 Fuengirola,
opposite Tourist Office. 952 591
071

PCDOCTOR Nos mudamos!! Desde
el 7 de Diciembre nuestra nueva di-
reccion sera Paseo Jesus Santo Rein,
enfrente Oficinade Turismoy cerca

BECOME an accredited professional
TEFL English teacher: www.thetefl-
centre.com info@theteflcentre.com
639196855

SPANISH lessons, conversation.
Minimum 4 classes. 647437845
Lara. Malaga to Fuengirola

CAT &DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435.
www.catanddogworld.com

checks. Various vehicles cater for
your needs. 952596213,
665150227 spainukspain.com

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El
Grande. Holiday accommodation
for dogs & cats. Individually
heated/aircon kennels.
952112284/ 685400216
www.petcarespain.com Follow

PET-COURIERS com. If you love
your pet try us first. We are the best.
Door to door services throughout
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service,
including documentation if required.

erience. John 952491723 L
208706201 / Repairs (tje las pflctmas Ageg;lraddo(;a IE:jEX, a PETS us on Facebook at Petcare Spain | For further information call or email
res minutos andando de donde es- :
BBC 1/2 full pack no internet no tamos ahora. jVen a vernos pronto! EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat- g;.l0T3e?tm%rEn\lxlah”a_tisn/?g%pg?_OC?;ﬁz
contract just need 80cm dish one Buy / Sell tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap- | =2 """ :

off pay full full sky pack IPTV inter-
net and all europeens channels no
dish no contract paye as you go best
IPTV in the marcket/ satélite real-

PC DOCTOR"

CLASSES

PUPPIES German Shephards, Ken-
nel Coroninas, excellent pedigrees,

proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections
welcome. www.eurodog.es

Others

ligment internet wifi inprouvement PC & Laptop Services in your language. vaccinated, microchip info | 952464947 -679786669
all type leed lcd tv repairs/ power We come to YOU. 619464515 or 609535857 ;
failure electrical rewiring video se- Wherever YOU are. HOLA! Speak Spanish from first | | =~ o~ oo oo * | STEFANIE'S Kennels and Cattery, . -
curity camera . all coast corerage 29¢/h with this ad lesson. Experienced qualified na- : Estepona. Excellent facilities, es- | HOUSE Sitting & Pet Sitting, Dog
full furanteed José Sotto Since 1973. 4 7 FREE physical clean tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. | HOMES needed for puppies, small | tablished 1986.Viewing mostwel- | walking; etc Benalmadena; Torre-
952 443 838. 670 44 38 38 Email Fuengirola. 661159330 | medium, 7 weeks. Stephen | come. 952790943 www.stefani- | molinosand surrounding area. Tel:
josesotto@ono.com Cat 952 591 071 orsuppon 807 488 440] | - par cristina@outlook.com 677704078 eskennels.com 631880235
USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS MALAGA PORT INFORMATION
CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)
EMERGENCIES Taxi Service 952471000 Town Hall 952548400
Emergency operator 112 Tourist Office 952467625 Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401 Ship Date From Next port Docks Sails
National Police 091 Town Hall 952589300 TORREMOLINOS Norwegian Spirit  21/12 Funchal Alicante 07.00 17.00
Local (municipal) Police 092 Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 Aidamar 25/12 Arrecife Cartagena 10.00 19.30
Medical 061 e Bus Station 902143144 Mein Schiff 2 29/12 Gibraltar Valencia 07.00 21.30
Fire 080 Taxi Service 952380600
Guardia Civil 062 Bus Station 952350061 Tourist Office 952371909
Sea Rescue 900202202 Railway Station 902240202 Town Hall 952379400
Crime report 902102112 Taxi Service 952345693 Foreign Residents Dept. 952374231
ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP Tourist Office 951926020 BENALMADENA
Samaritans in Spain 900525100 | MARBELLA Bus Station 902450550
Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 Bus Station 955038665 Taxi Service 952441545
Age Care 952933409 Taxi Service 952774488 Tourist Office 952442494
Age Concern (Estepona) 608458555 Tourist Office 952768760 Town Hall 952374231
ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE Town_1 Hall _ 952761100 Foreign Residents Dept. 952442494
Foreign Residents Dept. 952768760 VELEZ-MALAGA
Salud Responde (doctors’ appointments & MUAS
advice) 955545060 Bus Station 952503162
Town Hall 952485900 | Taxi 952540016
ESTEPONA Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 | Town Hall 952559100
Bus Station 955038665 | Taxi 952478288 | Tourist Office 952541104
Taxi Service 952802900 Tourism Office 952589034
Tourist Office 952802002 | Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 GIBRALTAR
Town Hall 952801100 E—— General emergency  199/112(mobiles)
Foreign Residents Dept. 952809031 Fire/ambulance (emergency) 190
Bus Station 902422242 Tourist Office (00350) 20074950
FUENGIROLA Taxi Service 952520537 | Taxi (00350) 20070027
Bus Station 952475066 Tourist Information 952521531
CONSULATES
Great Britain C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Malaga 952352300 France 1, Plaza de Santa Cruz, Seville 954293200
USA Av. Juan Gomez 8. Ed. Lucia 1-C. Fuengirola 952474891 Italy Calle Lagasca, 98, Madrid 912106910
Belgium Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella 951516019 Austria Alameda de Coldn 26, Malaga 952600267
Denmark Calle Cordoba 6 404, Malaga 952211797 Finland Calle Blasco de Garay, 7, Malaga 952212435
Norway Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola 952667955 Saudi Arabia Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 29, Malaga 952310358
Canada C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga 952223346 Greece Salitre, 16, Malaga 952311847
Germany Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga 952363591 Iceland Paseo Maritimo 91, 29640 Fuengirola 952661200
Sweden Calle Cordoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga 952604383 Philippines C/Marqués de Larios 4, 20, Malaga 952222757
Ireland Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola 952475108 Hungary Av. de Andalucia 26 29007 Malaga 952308393
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THE STARS

Aquarius

January 21 - February 19

Someone realises how much you have
done for them over the last year. When
the desire is there it is easy to keep love
alive, so be sure not to let familiarity
cloud your view.

Pisces

February 20th - March 20th

It is hard to be practical when there is so
much going on around you. Even so,
something that you are keen to get on
with keeps popping into your mind.
Well, you do prefer to be organised.

Aries

March 21st - April 20th

Your path this week is in providing
comfort and fun for others. Be aware
that you are so good at providing these
that friends and relatives may not want
to leave!

Taurus

April 21st - May 21st

Those who are drawn to you at this
time are likely to be long-term friends.
A few quiet hours on your own as this
week begins allow you to plan ahead.

Gemini

May 22nd - June 21st

This is a time when new friendships
are made. This year those friendships
are likely to be longer term. Being
much more adventurous and trying
new things is the key.

Cancer

June 22nd - July 23rd

Recent changes have made you
appreciate a few quiet days. Quite often
you are content in your own company.
The aim now is to giveyourself and
others comfort and a stable situation.

Leo

July 24th - August 23rd

Keeping an open heart and mind over
this festive period fires up your
imagination. Plans that include
someone close to you show promise.

Virgo

August 24th - September 23rd
Precious moments in this special week
give the best of times with loved ones.
Even time spent on your own brings
forth unusual and bright ideas.

Libra

September 24th - October 23rd

Your natural curiosity is aroused by a
comment this week. This leads you to
see others in a different light. Before
letting your imagination run away with
you, ask a few questions.

Scorpio

October 24th - November 22nd
Avoid letting plans for the New Year
take up so much time that you cannot
be flexible. Showing your gentle side
brings a good response. Be kind to
someone who expects the opposite.

Sagittarius

November 23rd - December 21st
Within all the fun and festivities you
may try to do too much. Burning the
candle at both ends could leave you
with a very short wick!

Capricorn

December 22nd - January 20th

Be adventurous at the weekend when
invited somewhere new. In a lucky
period, make the move that could
change your fortunes.

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

QuIZ

Every Christmas pantomimes
cause a shortage of what?

1. Brass buttons 2. Out-sized
bloomers 3. Dwarf actors 4.
Over-the-knee boots

Sir Henry Cole is credited with
introducing which tradition?

1. Sending cards 2. Kissing
under mistletoe 3. Decorating
a fir tree 4. Caroling

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD N¢ 11326
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SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions
Complete the
square making sure

that every row of
nine numbers

includes all digits
from1to9, every

—

column includes all
digitsfrom1to 9

N

(o))
(0]
—h
N

and every 3 by 3
subsection includes

(0]
o

all digits from 1 to
9

N
N
n

BATTLESHIPS

Instructions Find
where the fleet of ships 1

2 3 45 6 7 8 910

(1 battleship, 2
cruisers, 3 destroyers,

4 submarines) are
hidden in the grid. The

numbers to the right of

and below the grid
indicate how many of

the squares in that row
are filled in with ships

or parts of ships. The
ships do not touch each

other, even diagonally.
Some have been filled
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in to start you off.

_ Battleship
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J
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Across

7 Confirmation that fabulous
bird returned to steal
speech (13)

8 About 50 are rivals to finish

(8
9 Mean? So be it! (4)

10 Swear about nothing in the
process (6)

12 Are not decorated (6)

14 Entertain with kingly letter
(6)

16 Visions of 500 packets of
paper (6)

18 Square 2 (4)

20 They are out after a catch
8)

22 Black driving that has cut
journey times? (3,10)

Down

1 Doctor hasn't any change
for note - it's all one pitch
8

2 Fitting support by the
sound of it (6)

3 Clever abstainer leaves
tablet (4)

4 Release hothead
with ancient absolute
possession (8)

5 Stress the street gets a
downpour (6)

6 500 to 1 it’s finished (4)

11 In which the winner gets
cross more times than his
rivals (8)

13 The noise of a redesigned
motor after midnight
tonight (8)

15 Unexpected bar put out (6)

17 Silent way to join up (6)

19 9 with nothing for a portent
(4

21 A shivering fit among the
beleaguered soldiers (4)

THE WORDPUZZLER

Can you identify the
words that may follow

‘air' from the clues

listed below?

-

Shotgun

Interrogate

Cot
Send

Coercion

Footwear item

Factory

Attack

@ N O O e WwN

> O0noX=m-—o0n-
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10. Unit of distance

CIRCLEGRAM

3
W

AT

Instructions
Replace the
question mark with
a letter so that the
letters in each circle
can be arranged to
form words, names
ortermsona
common theme.
What are the three
words, and the
letter represented
by the question
mark?
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down 4 5 7
1) Documentary (10) 1) Striker (9)
4) Tocheat(5,6)(11) 2) Maltese (pl) (8)
11) Exit(6) 3) Aunt(3)
13) Referee(7) 5) 1will consume (9)
15) Steroids (10) 6) Recipe (6) 15
16) Drink (6) 7) Cake-making (10)
18) Tourism (7) 8) Tobite (6) 7
19) Toshare (9) 9) Accusation (9) I
20) Risk(6) 10) Age (4) )
21) Red(pl) (5) 11) Bribe (7) I
22) Goalkeeper (7) 12) Free(5)
24) Tocommiserate (10) 14) Toshuffle (7)
28) Tribe (5) 17) Hetakesin(5)
29) White (6) 23) Found(pl) (11) I
32) Ball_(ﬁ) 24) Body-builder (10) 35 % 7
35) Textile (6) 25) Foot(3)
37) Halftime (8) 26) Drugged (pl) (8) o8
38) You(2) 27) Toqualify (10) I I
39) Dawn(4) 30) List(7)
40) Defender (7) 31) Totrain(8) 3l 32 33 I 34
41) Exercising (11) 32) Banana(7) R =
42) Doping (6) 33) Where (6) I
43) Secret(7) 34) He suspects (8) 3% =
46) Slices(7) 36) Energy(7) I
47) Midfielder (14) 44) Aunt(3)
45) From(2) I 40
41 r r r42
43 44
45
46 47
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WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN THIS? THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER
Last week: o i
Fuengirola Season’'s greetlngs

This monument to
the peseta is
located in the

Paseo Maritimo
Rey de Espaiia. It
was created by
local artist and
sculptor José
Gomez Guerrero, "=l
and was the first &
in Spain dedicated
to the old [
currency which J
went out of
circulationin

L

2002.

With this last edition of SUR in
English before Christmas we are
about to launch into more than
two weeks of special events. The
festive season in Spain starts this
weekend and goes on literally
throughout the entire 12 days of
Christmas.

It’s the perfect time, once the
British-style celebrations have fiz-
zled out by Boxing Day, to really
enjoy Christmas. Until 6 January
the streets are still
bustling with
people buying
gifts on behalf of

ki
Lt

the Three Wise Men. The Christ-
mas lights and carol singers still
have that same power of excite-
ment as they do on Christmas Eve
and there’s plenty of time to en-
joy the numerous crib scenes set
up around the region.

Whatever you do, don’t forget
to pick up your copy of SUR in
English, out as usual on Friday
28 December and Friday 4 Ja-
nuary, and as always, contact us
at surinen-
glish.su@diario-
sur.es. Season’s
greetings!

.
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Two thousand young
voices herald a
multicultural Christmas

Schoolchildren took to
the steps of Malaga
cathedral to sing and
bring some unexpected
festive cheer to tourists
and passers-by

:: REGINA SOTORRIO

MALAGA. Passers-by in the Plaza
del Obispo in Malaga city were
wished a “Merry Christmas” in Eng-
lish, German, Romanian, Turkish
and even Swahili on Thursday morn-
ing as some 2,000 schoolchildren
took to the steps of the cathedral for
a special carol concert.

In the presence of bishop Jests
Catald, the municipal band accompa-
nied the children, who sang some of
the most popular ‘villancicos’, or Span-

ish Christmas carols, such as Las Bar-
bas de San José, Los Peces en el Rio,
Arre Borriquito, Campana Sobre Cam-
pana and Noche de Paz, the latter be-
ing the Spanish version of Silent
Night.

The singing lightened the mood
around the cathedral on an overcast
day as tourists stopped to take in an
unexpected moment of festive cheer
during their tour of the city and lo-
cals joined in, singing the more well-
known verses. The young singers
were all students from schools that
form part of the Fundacién Vic-
toria diocese group.

It was a special day for the young-
sters, many of whom had to be
hushed because, although they per-
formed with absolute professional-
ism, at the end of the day they are
still children.

The municipal band accompanied the schoolchildren on the cathedral steps on Thursday. :: MiGue FERNANDEZ

Don't start your holidays waiting in a queue!
Use our Fast Lane Service!

Your prepaid contract is prepared
in advance, pick up your car keys
and you're on the road.

car hire
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HOME
OWNERS'

CAR RENTAL
VX% \ CLUB
ﬂ_________
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HEI.I.EHBIHE

& ' . ‘ \
v 15% discount on the w\ } 8= ‘

" No hidden extras
v Fair Fuel Policy

Become club member for FREE and book online at: www.hellehollis.com B.
Helle Hollis Car Rental | Mélaga Airport | Fuengirola | Tel.: +34 95224 5544 | Email: bookings@hellehollis.com
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#& Fresheners

A fantastic range of natural air fresheners that
will make your home smell great, available only with SUR

While stocks last. Available only in Malaga Province.

_________

SUNDAY
G 23 DECEMBER
PROMOTION DATES W FIRST FRAGRANCE

23 December - Lavender : LAVENDER

30 December - Cinnamon FORJUST
6 January - Night Jasmine | 9 5
13 January - Ocean i
20 January - Jasmine €
27 January - Vanilla

S ——— A NEW FRAGRANCE EVERY SUR
WINGITIEUOYENE  SUNDAYWHENYOUBUYSUR =2 == =

L’ Sl R 1 FROM YOUR NEWSAGENT 2 CALL 901202109 AND HAVE 3 VISIT hitp:/ipre ur.es
AND HAVE THEM DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME.

l HAVE THREE WAYS OF WITH YOUR SUBSCRIBER CARD THEM DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME.
OBTAINING THIS PROMOTION RESERVE BEFORE 9 JANUARY RESERVE BEFORE 9 JANUARY
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LIDL PLUS APP
The new APP with exclusive
discounts and advantages

Download the
Lidl Plus* APP
and obtain your
WELCOME
COUPON

Cupdn de bienvenida

Compra minima 30 £€.

lidles O F1 ¥ © ©
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