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Road deaths on the Costa are 
the lowest since records began 

Despite the individual tragedy in 
each of the fatal road accidents on 
Malaga province’s road network in 
2018, data shows that there were 
fewer deaths than any year since 
records began. 

After three years of increases,  
the figure dropped back to 19 
deaths last year, a reduction of 53 

per cent on 2017. 
Compared to twenty years ago, 

when annual deaths on the road 
network connecting towns and vil-
lages on the Costa del Sol were well 
over 100, the latest figure is a stag-
gering improvement helped by 
stiffer penalties, better awareness 
and improved car technology.  P8  

The Three 
Kings arrive for 
the festive 
season’s finale

Almond trees in bloom in the Cerro del Águila with Malaga city in the background. :: ÑITO SALAS

In 2018 there were 19 fatalities on the 
province’s road network, 53 per cent 
down on a year earlier, helped by 
technology improvements, say experts 
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A NEW YEAR BLOSSOMS
Flowers are already appearing on 

almond trees across the province thanks 
to the recent warm weather spell   P6

FOOTBALL



2222222 January 4th to 10th 2019 
SUR IN ENGLISH

2 NEWS2222222

The economy in the 
province has picked up 
and many farm labourers 
have decided to take jobs 
in other sectors instead 

MALAGA. Olives are by far the most 
important crop for the Malaga farm-
ing industry. The province has 130,000 
hectares of olive groves, more than 
all the others in Andalucía put to-
gether, and 23,000 farmers make their 
living from this business. Last year 
alone, turnover was 254.5 million 
euros, of which 216 million came 
from olive oil and 38.5 million from 
edible olives. It accounts for 31.6 per 
cent of total agricultural turnover in 
the province, which in 2018 was 803.7 
million euros.  

These figures highlight the enor-
mous importance of the olive indus-
try in Malaga. In addition, the sector 
provides work for more than one mil-
lion casual labourers every year, ei-
ther picking the olives or in the mills. 
The Comisiones Obreras union says 
30,000 people are employed in the 
farming sector of Malaga, of whom 
14,000 form part of the agricultural 
development scheme known as PE-
FEA (formerly PER).  

It may sound as if there is plenty 
of labour available in the countryside, 
but in fact famers have been unable 
to find anyone to pick the olives dur-
ing this latest harvest and it has be-
come a major problem for many, es-
pecially those with small farms. Many 
are now offering higher wages in or-
der to ensure their harvest gets picked.  

“Not even in the years of the eco-

nomic boom, when so many work-
ers moved to other sectors such as 
construction, was the situation this 
bad” says Gonzalo Ramírez, a 29-year-
old who owns land with more than 
9,000 olive trees in Bobadilla. “There 
simply isn’t anyone who wants to do 
the job this year”.  

Francisco Moscoso agrees. He is 
the provincial secretary of the UPA 
union and grows olives in Cuevas de 
San Marcos, a village on the bound-
ary with Cordoba province. He says 
the lack of workers is a problem which 
is affecting the whole of Andalucía.  

The overall picture for this sector 
since the olive harvesting season be-
gan in October is that the harvesting 
machines are lying idle because of 
the lack of workers and there is a ma-
jor problem in training new ones for 

the season. Some growers are wor-
ried because their olives have been 
on the trees for weeks already and 
the price of olive oil is expected to 
drop very soon.  

Causes 

Why is there such a lack of workers 
to pick olives in Malaga this year? The 
president of the young farmers’ as-
sociation Asaja Malaga, Baldomero 
Bellido, says one possible reason is 
that many olive growers, in Malaga 
and the rest of Andalucía, have started 
picking earlier because of fears that 
the price of olive oil was going to drop. 
“The forecasts are that it will be a good 
olive harvest this year, in Spain and 
abroad. This increase in supply is mak-
ing many people think that the price 
of oil will go down, so they wanted 

AGUSTÍN 
PELÁEZ

 apelaez@diariosur.es

The olive oil industry needs workers

The harvest is expected to be good this year. :: SALVADOR SALAS

Two labourers spread the nets out on the ground to collect the olives as they fall from the trees. :: SALVADOR SALAS

Many farmers in Malaga have not been able to harvest their olives yet because of a lack of labourers
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to harvest the olives early,” he says. 
This has led to a shortage of experi-
enced pickers in many places in An-
dalucía, but Bellido hopes things will 
improve once the earliest harvesting 
has been completed and the teams 
are free to work elsewhere. 

Some farmers also wanted to pick 
their olives as early as possible be-
cause they are afraid they will be sto-
len. The longer the olives stay on the 
trees, the greater the risk that one 
day the farmers will get up and find 
they have gone. Gonzalo Ramírez is 
just one of those who share that con-
cern.  

However, that is not the only rea-
son. Sources at Asaja say the econ-
omy in the province has improved 
and there are jobs in the construc-
tion industry again, so many people 
who would normally pick olives have 
chosen to work on building sites in-
stead.  

“Some teams who have picked ol-
ives for years have found jobs in the 
construction or service sectors now,” 
says José Luis Navarro, the owner of 
a company in Antequera which pro-
vides temporary staff, including for 
the olive harvest. This year they have 
been able to supply two teams of 
workers, one less than in 2017.  

There is also a generational prob-
lem, where olive farmers have grown 
older and their children have not 
wanted to continue in the family 
business. This has resulted in more 
companies being set up to maintain 
the olive groves and deal with the 
harvesting as well.  

“Nowadays more farmers are en-
countering problems in finding 

teams to pick the olives so they are 
turning to one of the companies 
that do it instead,” says Ramírez, 
who has his own brand of olive oil, 
Cortijo El Solano, produced from 
the olives he grows.  

Immigrants 
There are also fewer migrant work-
ers this year. “Many went back to 
their own countries during the eco-
nomic crisis, or they have moved to 
other EU countries where the eco-
nomic situation is better than in 
Spain,” says Baldomero Bellido.  

In the Antequera area there used 
to be teams of Romanian olive pick-
ers, and also in La Axarquía, where 
the lack of labourers for the olive har-
vest is now endemic although there 
are plenty of Arab workers in the area.  

For Andrés González Gato, who is 
the secretary of the CCOO union’s 
industrial department in Malaga, an-
other reason for the lack of olive pick-
ers could be that temporary jobs avail-
able under the Agricultural Training 
Plan (PFEA) have coincided with the 
harvesting of olives to make olive oil.  

González is calling for the sec-
tor to sit down with the unions 
and negotiate better salaries and 

working conditions. One of the 
biggest problems with agricultural 
work, he says, is that it is seasonal 
and many workers would prefer 
to find more stable employment 
in other sectors.  

He also considers it necessary 
to reconsider the complementary 
assistance paid to agricultural 
workers, so they would be able to 
work at peak times. He would also 
like better training to be available 
for such workers, to provide them 
with better job opportunities.  

New types of farming 
The problems in finding labour on 
olive farms and new trends in 
growing are leading to the design 
of new plantations with more ef-
ficient production and faster har-
vesting, using more machines and 

fewer labourers.  
At present the teams who pick 

olives consist of about ten people. 
In future, super-intensive olive 
farms will be able to harvest me-
chanically, using a machine which 
shakes the fruit from the tree into 
a bin and just three workers. 

 “At least, that looks to be the way 
things are going,” says Bellido, who 
also explains that the trees in the new 
plantations are smaller and have a 
single trunk and not three or four as 
at present.  

Although the growers say this is a 
temporary problem, in reality young 
people in general prefer to work in 
other sectors where they have a bet-
ter chance of getting a permanent job 
so it is very likely that there are go-
ing to be vacancies for workers on ol-
ive farms for a long time to come. 

Hard work and you 
need to be fit 

Mechanisation of the olive har-
vest has marked a before and af-
ter for the industry. “The work 
used to be much harder because 
it all had to be done manually. 
The olives were picked up from 
the ground by hand and put into 
sacks. Nowadays sheets or nets 
are spread onto the ground to 
collect them, and teams of 
about ten workers can do the 
harvesting in half the time. In 
the old days at least 100 people 
would have been needed,” says 
Francisco López. This 62-year-
old farm worker is from Alcalá 
del Valle, in Cadiz province. 
Every day he travels about 80 
kilometres to work on the olive 
harvest in Bobadilla. He says 
you need to be physically fit for 
this job, and not everyone can 
do it. “If Ronaldo, the foot-
baller, had a go at it he wouldn’t 
last more than three minutes. 
You have to work fast and if one 
person is slower it holds every-
one else up,” he explains. Nor-
mally, working a six and a half 
hour day, a team can strip 100 to 
120 trees. Here, each worker is 
paid the same amount per day 
(56 euros). Andrés González of 
CC OO says the average is 43.88 
euros, and for those who work 
with a machine it is 45.87.

Many farmers now use machines as well. :: S. SALAS

“This is hard work. If 
Ronaldo, the footballer, 
had a go at it he 
wouldn’t last more than 
about three minutes”
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:: J. CANO / A. FRÍAS  
MALAGA. The Guardia Civil has 
been giving details of two recent suc-
cessful operations in the fight against 
drug smuggling from North Africa to 
the Campo de Gibraltar area. 

In the highest-profile operation, 
officers have arrested a drug traf-
ficking boss in Manilva known for 
training his smuggling group with 
the same discipline as a football 
team. 

According to sources, the man 
had been a player for La Balona, the 
biggest football team in the Campo 
de Gibraltar area, and had transferred 
those skills into the management 

of the gang he led. Investigators say 
that not only did he gameplay the 
shipments with them, but also 
coached them to make sure all 
would go well and provided feed-
back to correct mistakes.  

The operation to break up the 
group, which started last Septem-
ber, has led to the arrest of 21 mem-
bers of the so-called “footballers” 
gang in Manilva, where the leader 
has a villa. 

The gang members had fled there 
on fast boats after being caught un-
loading a shipment on a beach near 
Sotogrande. The Guardia Civil seized 
57 bails of hashish on the beach 

weighing 1.75 tonnes. 

Further operational success 
The Guardia Civil has also reported 
on another recent successful opera-
tion. A further 21 people were held 
over shipments between Ceuta, on 
the North African coast, and Tarifa 
and Algeciras. Those arrested used 
semi-rigid power boats and similar 
leisure craft to bring consignments 
into marinas. The drugs seized in 
this separate operation was 1.5 ton-
nes and officers claim that the op-
eration was bringing in around half 
a tonne of hashish a month into 
Spain. 

During this investigation the 
Guardia Civil seized a van loaded 
with 1,300 litres of fuel on a beach 
in Tarifa. Officers also carried out 
various searches which led to the 
discovery of fake firearms and a 
large amount of cash. 

Manilva arrest drug gang 
run “like a football team” 

The victim was a Spanish 
national who was hit by a 
passing car on Malaga’s 
Paseo Marítimo but the 
motive for the killing is 
still unclear  

:: JUAN CANO / ÁLVARO 
FRÍAS 

MALAGA. Police are hunting for 
those responsible for the mysteri-
ous death of a man of Spanish na-
tionality who was found on the 
main road alongside Malaga’s Paseo 
Marítimo. 

The man had been thrown out 
of a vehicle with multiple stab 
wounds and subsequently run over 
by a passing car that was unable to 
avoid the victim in time. First in-
dications are that this was a re-
venge killing or a score-settling.  

The grim discovery was made 
around 6am on Sunday morning 
on the stretch of road alongside 
the La Malagueta beach. Emer-
gency services received various 
calls from passers-by.  

Although the victim was not 
carrying any identification, police 
have confirmed that he was a 32-
year-old Spanish national with a 
criminal record, although this re-
cord is not linked to the traffick-

ing of drugs, they stressed. 
Officers are now investigating 

the dead man’s movements prior 
to last Sunday, trying to identify 
if he had enemies and what the 
likely motive was for the killing. 

So far they have not said they have 
any more leads to go on.  

National police take charge 
Initially the Local Police attended 
the scene, believing that the man 
had been victim of a less-compli-
cated road accident. However a first 
glance by officers at the man and 
his stab wounds saw the investi-
gation passed over to National Po-
lice immediately.  

The driver of the car that hit the 
man tested negative for drugs and 
alcohol. 

Dead man had been stabbed before 
being thrown from car on seafront 

A police forensic van at the scene this week. :: SUR

:: SUR 

MALAGA.  The 112 emergency 
service in Andalucía coordinated 
330 callouts on New Year’s Eve 
and the first few hours of 1  Janu-
ary in Malaga province, includ-
ing the Costa del Sol, the Junta 
de Andalucía has said.   

This represented 20 per cent 
of all the emergency calls re-
ceived by the service in the An-
dalucía region.  

The numbers are very similar 
to previous years over the same 
period, suggesting that 112 is now 
the principal generic number used 
to request an emergency service. 

The two top categories for call- 

outs were health emergencies, 
with 133 incidents, and public 
safety and police with 107. Traf-
fic accidents were the third type 
of callout, reaching 22 in the pe-
riod monitored from 3pm on 31 
December to 6am on New Year’s 
Day.  The busiest time for people 
contacting the 112 service was 
from 4am to 6am. 

The 112 service is free to use 
and multi-lingual, and the num-
ber is also used for all emergency 
services across the European Un-
ion, including police, ambulance 
and fire brigade. 

Of the 330 callouts in the prov-
ince, 117 were in Malaga city.   

Over 330 calls to 112 in 
Malaga province at New Year 

112 REPORTS 

Malaga council gets 
serious with new kit for 
city’s Local Police 

MALAGA. 
:: F. GUTIÉRREZ.  Officers in the 
town-hall-controlled Local Po-
lice in Malaga city have been 
showing off their new equipment 
for special operations.  The na-

tion’s Local Police aren’t know 
for their frequent intervention 
in serious disturbances or crimi-
nal activity, leaving that for the 
government’s National Police in-
stead. However sometimes needs 
must, and now the council has 
spent 100,000 euros on the new  
kit that also includes an extra 
adapted police vehicle and spe-
cial protective and rescue tools.   

Woman dies in moped 
fall in Benalmádena 

BENALMÁDENA 
:: SUR.  A 37-year-old woman died 
in Benalmádena on New Year’s 
Eve after the  moped she was rid-
ing hit a car and then a barrier  in 
the Torreblanca area of  
Benalmádena Costa. The accident 
happened at about 4.30pm and 
emergency services were unable 
to revive the woman when they 
arrived on the scene.

New Year shootouts on 
notorious city estate  

MALAGA 
:: J.C. / A.F.  Police say they have 
found around 50 bullets follow-
ing two shootouts on a notorious 
housing estate in Malaga. The first 
incident in the La Palmilla area 
was at 2am on New Year’s Day and 
the second one in the afternoon 
of the same day. Terrified residents 
phoned police and in one case a 
bullet entered a flat window.    

The men in blue outside Malaga City Hall. :: SALVADOR SALAS

The victim was not 
carrying any ID but 
police have now 
identified him  
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The good weather 
has brought forward 
the almond blossom

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

MALAGA. The good tempera-
tures registered throughout De-
cember and the almost complete 
lack of rain have brought forward 
the almond blossom in a number 
of areas of Malaga province, es-
pecially those exposed to the sun 
and closest to the coast. 

The phenomenon, although 
not unusual, has surprised peo-
ple on holiday who have ventured 
inland.  

In the Montes de Málaga, in 
Almogía and Casabermeja, and 
in places in the Axarquía such as 
Arenas, Totalán, Sayalonga and 
Sedella, it is possible to enjoy one 

of the greatest winter displays of 
nature in the province. 

The peak floration period for 
almond trees usually starts from 
around 15 January and contin-
ues until mid-
February. 

A l m o n d  
growing in the 
province is not 
as extensive as 
it was in the 
past; much has 
been substi-
tuted by more 
profitable sub-
tropical fruit 
trees or olives.

Almond blossom in Almogía, with the village in the background. :: ÑITO SALAS

IN PICTURES

Flowers on the road to Arenas. :: E. C. The trees on terraces. :: E. CABEZASThe first blooms appear. :: ÑITO SALAS

 High temperatures  last month fooled the 
almond trees into flowering early

Twenty-six bands took part in the traditional Fiesta Mayor com-
petition last Sunday to find out who played the best verdiales 
(rural Malaga folk music) in Montes, Almogía and Comares styles. 
The tradition of verdiales goes back centuries and every year the 
Fiesta Mayor de Verdiales is celebrated in Puerto de la Torre. 

THE VERDIALES 

TAKE MALAGA 

BACK TO ITS ROOTS

:: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ
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There were 19 fatalities 
in accidents last year on 
the Malaga road 
network between towns 
and cities, a drop of 53 
per cent on 2017 

:: JUAN CANO / ÁLVARO FRÍAS 

MALAGA. Last year 19 people lost 
their lives on the road network in 
Malaga province, including the Costa 
del Sol. Not forgetting the human 
tragedy behind this figure, there is 
good news in that the number is a 
record low. This is the lowest num-
ber of people killed on the roads 
linking towns and villages ever re-
corded in a year in Malaga province. 
The data excludes deaths on local 
roads in urban areas.   

The data has been complied by 
Sur and confirmed by different 
sources, although it may vary a bit 
from the DGT national traffic 
agency’s figures as that body also 
includes in its count victims who 
die in hospital within 30 days after 
a serious accident.   

Whatever the method, the fig-
ure of 19 deaths in Malaga at the end 
of the year is an about-turn on the 
upward trend of the last three years 

which was causing concern at both 
the national and local level.  

In 2017 there were  41 fatalities, 
meaning the figures have gone down 
by more than half,  (53 per cent), 
over the last 12 months.   

Increase in journeys  
The 2018 statistic stands out even 
more if we take a look back. Scarcely 
twenty years ago, the provincial  
road chiefs set out to reduce, or at 
least contain, the number of deaths 
on the roads at 100 per year. The in-
crease in the number of cars  and 
the extent of the main road net-
work, as tourism increased, had seen 
the number of car journeys soaring 
along the Costa del Sol. 

Once it was realised that reach-
ing zero deaths wasn’t such an im-
possible dream, the authorities later 
introduced a range of measures to 
lower the accident rate further: 
toughening up fines and criminal 
sentences; a licence points system; 
a network of fixed and mobile speed 
cameras; alcohol and drugs check-
points; increasingly shocking pub-
licity campaigns, and recently, low-
ering speed limits on single carriage-
way main roads. The experts cite 
other factors behind the decrease, 
such as the improvement in the 

quality of the roads and, above all, 
an improvement in car technology. 

After years of decline, official road 
deaths on Spain’s roads have in-
creased in the last four years. Ahead 
of any official announcement on 
2018 figures nationally, in 2017 Spain 
saw 39 deaths per million of popu-
lation (a total of 1,830 fatalities), 
below the European average of 50.  

Accident deaths at 
lowest level ever on 
province’s roads

IN BRIEF

Rise of eight per cent in 
seat capacity on flights 
to Malaga until May 

MALAGA 
:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ.  A survey has 
shown that there are eight per 
cent more seats available on 
flights programmed to and from 
Malaga airport up to May this 
year, compared to a year ago.  

The analysis by Turismo Costa 
del Sol, the local tourism author-
ity, says that from December to 
February, airlines are putting on 
an extra capacity of around 13 per 
cent which then drops back to 4.5 
per cent from March to May. 

The data also shows a recovery 
in the planned numbers of Brit-
ish and Germans visiting the 
Costa del Sol. Between Decem-
ber and May there will be seven 
per cent more flight capacity to 
and from the UK. In the first ten 
months of 2018, Malaga airport 
saw a decline in British visitor 
numbers of almost five per cent.  

Ryanair is the biggest airline 
from the airport and will also in-
crease its capacity further.  

Town halls in Malaga 
city and Torremolinos 
hail 2018 tourist success  

MALAGA 
:: I. GELIBTER / P. MARTÍNEZ.  The 
city of Malaga and its next door 
neighbour Torremolinos, are cele-
brating a successful 2018. In 
Malaga city, the hotel sector saw 
an extra 6 per cent overnight stays 
compared to 2017, which was a 
record year. This was despite com-
petition from the increase in 
Airbnb-style accommodation. 
Malaga town hall said last week 
that there were 2.62 million over-
night stays in the city, equivalent 
to 1.32 million visitors, of which 
64.5 per cent were international, 
a five per cent increase on 2017. 

In Torremolinos, the council   
has said that the resort has had 
its best year in a decade. Data 
shows that people are spending 
more money on their hotels af-
ter high levels of investment in 
renovating properties. In 2018, 
the average hotel spend was 108.9 
euros a night, up from 91.3 euros 
in 2015.  

:: ANTONIO JAVIER LÓPEZ 

MALAGA.   Three top museums in 
Malaga run directly by the city 
council have reported their visitor 
numbers for 2018, and it is disap-
pointing reading for bosses at the 
Russian Museum. 

Whereas Picasso’s birthplace 
museum and the Centre Pompi-
dou more or less held their visitor 
levels, the Russian collection saw 
almost 26 per cent fewer visitor 
last year.  

In 2017, 116,897 people visited 
the gallery, which is in the Taba-

calera building on the outskirts of 
the city. It is part of the collection 
of the Russian State Museum of 
Saint Petersburg but run by the 
town hall. This number fell back 
to 86,506 last year, says the data. 

The Centre Pompidou Malaga, 
a branch of the Paris museum, saw 
165,522 visitors and Picasso’s birth-
place 125,905. 

In the CAC Málaga modern art 
gallery, privately operated on be-
half of the council, there was also 
a 30,000 decline to 475,044         
visitors.

Russian collection sees visitors decline, 
confirms city museum annual data

A previous exhibition. :: S. SALAS
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tion between 2017 and 2018, and the  
national population total on 1st Janu-
ary 2018 was 46.7 million. Malaga 
province saw the sixth biggest in-
crease in population , only exceeded 
by Madrid, Barcelona, Alicante, the 
Balearics and Santa Cruz de Tenerife. 
In Andalucía, the provincial capitals 
of Cadiz, Huelva and Seville all lost 
population.   

Registration on the ‘padrón’ is a re-
quirement for all residents, includ-
ing foreigners, and it helps councils 
secure more funding and provides ac-
cess to social services. Mijas grew the most. :: SUR

The recently-published 
data is from January last 
year and says that Malaga 
province had a population 
of 1.64 million, up 10,506 
on a year earlier  

:: PEDRO GARCÍA / AGENCIES 

MALAGA. Central government pub-
lished its annual census of the popu-
lation for 2018 this week, and it shows 
a small increase in the population of 
Malaga province, which includes the 
Costa del Sol. 

The data is based on those who 
were registered as resident on the ‘pa-
drón’, (municipal census log), in the 
different town halls across the coun-
try on 1st January last year. 

Malaga province’s population at 
the start of 2018 was 1,641,121, an in-
crease of 10,506 on the previous year. 
The biggest increases were in Mijas, 
Vélez-Málaga, as well as the city of 
Malaga itself.  

Mijas grew by 3,481 between 2017 
and 2018 and had 80,630 inhabitants 
on its ‘padrón’ on 1st January 2018. 
Veléz-Málaga increased by 939 to 
80,817 and the much-larger Malaga 
city had 571,026, up 2,024 residents 
in a year   

In terms of big resorts along the 
western Costa, all except 
Benalmádena grew by around 500 
people. Benalmádena fell back about 
1,500 to 67,746. In non-coastal areas, 
the rise in Alhaurín de la Torre of 858 
residents stands out,  bringing its 2018 
population up to 39,911. 

On a national level,  just over half 
the provinces of Spain lost popula-

Yearly population census figures 
for the Costa del Sol show most 
growth in Mijas and Vélez-Málaga 

The work, which will cost 
7.5 million euros, will  
make the station fully 
accessible to people with 
reduced mobility  

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Following a pe-
riod of uncertainty, Torremolinos 
town hall has announced that the 
long-awaited renovation of the 
Cercanias train station in Plaza La 
Nogalera is due to begin in June. 
News of the proposed works was 
announced by José Ortiz, Mayor 
of Torremolinos, during a meeting 
with Ascensor Ya! - an organisa-
tion that has petitioned for the sta-
tion to be made more accessible.   
The work, which will cost 7.5 mil-
lion euros, will reform the station’s 
existing facilities, making it fully 
accessible to people with reduced 

mobility.  
Torremolinos is one of the few 

stations on the Malaga-Fuengirola 
line that fails to comply with acces-
sibility standards in Andalucía, de-
spite registering an average of  6,000 
passengers a day.  

The escalator is only operational 
for people leaving the station, de-
spite repeated requests for the sta-
tion to be modernised to allow eas-
ier access for travellers with mobil-
ity problems and those with push-
chairs and heavy luggage.

Renovation of the train station in 
Torremolinos to begin in the spring 

The long-awaited renovation of the station will begin in June. :: T.B

:: T. BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Torremoli-
nos town hall has been forced to 
comply with a court order to re-
open Calle Olivarillo, a project 
that will cost 150,000 euros.  The 
road was pedestrianised amid a 
row concerning the closure of 
the CEPSA petrol station in 2006, 
which was ordered by previous 
mayor, Pedro Fernández Mon-
tes, due to a supposed problem 
with the opening license. CEPSA 
appealed the order and a ruling 
to reopen the facility was made 
by the TSJA in June 2009. 

The problem was aggravated 
by the pedestrianisation of the 
access road to the service station, 
which was given the green light 
in 2010, after the ruling that an-
nulled the closure had already 
been issued.  

“The closure of the street was 
initiated by the PP and it was il-
legal and pointless,” Maribel 
Tocón, councillor for urban plan-
ning, said.

Torremolinos 
town hall ordered 
to reopen 
pedestrianised 
street

The site of the old CEPSA 
petrol station. :: T. BRYANT

:: T. B. 
CÁRTAMA. CD Cártama football 
club collected several hundred ki-
los of non-perishable food items 
during a charity sports event last 
month.  

The fundraising day comprised 
a series of friendly football matches 
held in the Joaquín Martín Díaz 

sports complex in Cártama. Entry 
to the event was possible with the 
contribution of one kilo of non-
perishable food, or hygiene and 
cleaning products, which was dis-
tributed among families in danger 
of social exclusion.  

The goods, which were deliv-
ered to Cártama town hall last 
week, were accepted by Isabel Sán-
chez, councillor for Social Welfare, 
and Juan Rodríguez, councillor for 
Sport, who thanked the club for 
its assistance in supporting those 
in vulnerable situations, while also 
promoting sport among the young-
sters of Cártama.

Councillors and club representatives with the food. :: SUR

Charity football 
tournament raises 
awareness of 
vulnerable families

1,641,121 
people were registered on the 
town halls’ ‘padrón’ census logs in 
Malaga province.  

571,026 
residents in the city of Malaga on 
1st January 2018, 2,024 more than 
a year earlier. 

3,481 
is the increase recorded in Mijas, 
the Costa municipality that grew 
the most, followed by Vélez-
Málaga (+939) and Alhaurín de la 
Torre (+858).

IN NUMBERS
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A four-year interim 
contract has been agreed 
at last; if all goes to plan, 
the deal will be made 
long-term and 
improvements carried out    

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA.  The company that 
has been operating Cabopino ma-
rina, at the eastern end of Marbella 
municipality, without a formal agree-
ment has been told by the owners, 
the Junta de Andalucía’s port author-
ity, that it can have an official con-
tract for the next four years. 

The decision ends the state of 
limbo that the small, 169-berth, 
leisure port has found itself in since 
the previous licence expired, which 
has meant little investment in 
maintenance and no regular dredg-
ing for the last two years. 

The new contract was drawn up 
in December in favour of Marina 
de Cabopino, the company that 
held the licence up to 2016. That 
firm has agreed to pay a fee of 
110,110 euros a year and fought off 
competition from two other bid-
ders, including the operators of 
Puerto Banús. 

The new contract has a maxi-
mum four-year term. However as 
the company explained, “It doesn’t 
mean that we have to keep the con-
tract for the full four years. 

“We’re waiting for them to ap-
prove the  port renovation plan that 
we presented a few months ago. 
Once that has the green light, the 
tender process can start for a long-
term licence.” 

When this happens, the company 
will have first right of refusal of the 

licence, providing it can match the  
lowest bid price of any rival offers.   

The first licence for Cabopino 
port, issued in 1976, expired in 
2016, and Marina de Cabopino, 
which held the licence as it expired, 
presented plans for an overhaul of 
the marina. However bureaucratic 
delays and the need to modify ele-
ments of the plan delayed the new 
contract bidding process. The Junta 
has ruled out taking direct control 
of the port.

Licence to run Cabopino marina  
goes to previous holder for now

The last operator’s licence expired in 2016 at Cabopino. :: JOSELE-LANZA

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. The approved budget 
for 2019 at Estepona council has re-
vealed some interesting facts and 
figures.  

One key piece of data is that Este-
pona tops the list of municipalities 
in the province of Malaga for its 
planned investment per local resi-
dent. The council wants to invest 15.7 
million euros in 2019, which equates 
to 236 euros for every person living 
there, according to councillors. 

Another interesting figure is that 
16 in every 100 euros in Estepona’s 
annual income, mostly coming 
through taxes, goes to investment in 

the municipality, says the town hall. 

Debt reduction 

According to the budget plans, the 
council’s debt will also go down faster 
than expected. A key aim of the cur-
rent council is to reduce the money 
the town hall owes from the 300 mil-
lion euros debt it “inherited” when 
it took over.  

The target reduction was origi-
nally 25 million euros a year, but now 
town hall bosses think the debt re-
payments can be increased and reach 
between 27 and 35 million euros a 
year. At the end of 2018 the debt had 
already been reduced to 150 million 

euros. 
The councillor for Finance at the 

town hall, Manuel Águila, has said 
that the debt with the tax authori-
ties, the regional government, the 
provincial authority and private com-
panies providing council services, 
which had stood at 39 million euros, 
has now been completely paid off. 
He added that the council has also 
settled the so-called 33 million euros 
of “invoices in drawers” that was 
“found” in June 2011. 

Opposition councillors have asked 
for an independent audit of the debt 
to prove its origin and “which politi-
cal party really generated it”. 

Estepona to invest more per person than  
all other councils in Malaga province 

Material arriving at the resort’s Palacio de Congresos. :: SUR

The event will run from 
22 January to 14 
February and bring 
together 6,000 
executives    

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ  

MARBELLA. Car manufacturer 
Audi has started setting up its 
global Audi Dealer Meeting 2019, 
which it is hosting at Marbella’s 
convention centre. 

The prestigious event will take 
place between 22 January and 14 
February and bring together 6,000 

executives from the company.  
There are 200 people working 

round the clock  on the prepara-
tions for the event which will 
launch an eco-friendly range. 

The mayor of Marbella, Ánge-
les Muñoz, has highlighted “the 
important promotional opportu-
nity for our town in the middle 
of low season, as well as the 
chance to show off the Marbella 
brand to media from different 
countries”.  

She also thanked the council-
owned Palacio de Congresos for 
its efforts to sign up Audi, which 
is paying the venue 260,000 euros. 

Marbella gets ready for 
world launch of Audi’s 
new eco-friendly cars 

IN BRIEF

New green space 
opened in Cancelada 

ESTEPONA 
::  C. M. The council in Estepona 
has opened a new green space for 
the people of Cancelada, to the east 
of the municipality. In the new 
26,000-square-metre space there 
is a football pitch and a park with 
gardens and keep-fit equipment. 

The council hopes that residents 
and visitors will enjoy the views 
of the Guadalmansa river from new 
tables and benches. There is also a 
children’s play area and a petan-
que game court. 

San Pedro survey backs 
pedestrianisation plan  

MARBELLA 
:: M. P.   The district town hall in 
the San Pedro area of Marbella mu-
nicipality has announced the re-
sults of a survey of local residents. 
Among the main findings is con-
firmation of local support for the 
recent closure of the town’s main 
access road, Avenida Marqués del 
Duero, to traffic. The council’s de-
cision to pedestrianise had been 
controversial. In total 451 people 
completed the survey and 70 per 
cent said ‘yes’ to the move. 
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Daniel Stocker and 
Rakel Domínguez have 
been working on the 
project for six months 
and follow the Gaia 
education philosophy  

:: E. CABEZAS 

ALMAYATE. Two entrepreneurs, 
Daniel Stocker, 33, from Switzer-
land, and 39-year-old Rakel Domín-
guez, from Malaga, are hoping to 
open the first community eco-school 
in Spain. They have identified an 
area in the village of Almayate, 
which belongs to Vélez-Málaga, but 
need to raise 10,000 euros in order 
to kick-start the project and attract 
funds from other sources. 

Domínguez and Stocker say the 
school follows the Gaia educational 
philosophy, which bases itself on 
the idea of environmental aware-
ness as well as cultural diversity and 
social justice. There are currently 

just two other Gaia schools in Europe 
(one in Estonia and one in Den-
mark), as well as schools in Brazil, 
India, Thailand and Hong Kong. 

The school currently has around 
50 interested families. “As well as 
Spanish families, there are a lot of 
foreign residents in the Axarquía 
area who are very interested in giv-
ing their children an alternative edu-
cation which teaches the values of 
sustainability, community, respect, 
cooperation, charity and altruism,” 
explains Domínguez.  

The school caters for children un-
der the age of six, until which age 
school is not obligatory in Spain. 
They currently use wooden huts for 
the classrooms but need better in-
stallations, especially for the win-
ter months. 

Domínguez and Stocker have 
been running the pilot school for 
six months and they explain that 
they need to raise 10,000 euros in 
order to attract further funds and 
build better classrooms.

Swiss-Spanish pair hope to 
raise funds for community 
eco-school in the Axarquía

The town hall is 
developing plans to 
replace the Giner de los 
Ríos with a multipurpose 
space with capacity for 
large-scale events 

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

NERJA. The Giner de los Ríos cen-
tre on Calle Diputación in Nerja, 
just 200 metres from the Balcón de 
Europa, is to be pulled down later 
this month, once the Christmas pe-
riod has ended. Work to demolish 
the centre is expected to take around 
30 days.  

The building has been in use for 
over four decades and started its life 
as the Paz primary school for 25 

years before being renamed after 
Maestro Joaquín Herrera. The build-
ing was then used at the headquar-
ters for a number of local associa-
tions and workshop space before be-
ing converted into the town’s Sal-
vador Rueda public library. More re-
cently it formed part of the town 
hall premises. The building is now 
showing signs of deterioration and 
architectural problems. 

At the start of the new millen-
nium, the then Partido Popular ad-
ministration at Nerja town hall, led 
by José Alberto Armijo, developed 
plans to pull it down and build a 
multipurpose centre in its place. 
However, the town hall was unable 
to secure funds from other public 
sources for the project and it never 
came to fruition.  

The current socialist coalition 
promised to go ahead with the plans 
set by the previous administration 
when they won the 2015 elections. 

Space for large-scale events 
The town hall hopes to construct 
a new multipurpose social and cul-
tural space which would be able to 
hold both large-scale indoor and 
outdoor events. Councillors say 
that it would complement the ex-
isting Centro Cultural de la Villa, 
which only has a capacity for 300 
people. 

Current plans for the new build-
ing include parking spaces and it has 
been costed at five million euros. 
No further information has been 
given as to whether the plans have 
been confirmed.

Historic building in Nerja town 
centre to be pulled down this month

The Giner de los Ríos centre is in Calle Diputación in the centre of Nerja. :: E. CABEZAS

Town hall accused of 
hiding USA trip expenses 

MACHARAVIAYA 
:: E. C. The vice secretary of Malaga’s 
Partido Popular (PP) political party, 
Natacha Rivas, announced last week 
that Macharaviaya town hall has 
been accused of hiding information 
relating to expenses for trips made 
to the city of Pensacola in the USA 
over a five-year period. The trips have 
been made to mark events related 

to Bernardo de Gálvez, who led the 
Battle of Pensacola during the Ameri-
can War of Independence and was 
born in Macharaviaya. Rivas said in 
a statement that members of the 
town hall, which is led by the oppo-
sition socialist PSOE party, did not 
present credit card statements and 
other information related to subsi-
dies and other financial help to pay 
for the trips when asked to. Public 
funds were used to pay for town hall 
representatives and Macharaviaya 
residents to participate in the trips.

HERE AND THERE

Vélez-Málaga tram. :: SUR

Road closed for zebra 
crossing installation 

PUENTE DON MANUEL 
::  E. C. The A-7205 in Puente Don 
Manuel will be closed to traffic un-
til 27 February for the installation 
of a new pedestrian crossing. The 
road closure is on the section of road 
from the A-402 towards Vélez-
Málaga between the intersection on 
the Moraleda de Zafayona to Viñu-
ela village road and the intersection 
with the MA-4104. A 1.5-metre-wide 
crossing is to be installed.

Tender call for Vélez-
Málaga tram repairs 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 
:: E. C. Vélez-Málaga town hall has 
put out to tender a project to repair 
the damaged sections of the town’s 
tram infrastructure, which stopped 
running over six years go. Mayor, An-
tonio Moreno Ferrer, announced last 
Friday that interested companies had 
until 16 January to express interest 
in undertaking the work, which is 
expected to take nine months to com-
plete once a contract has been signed.

Rakel and Daniel with parents and children of the school. :: E. C.
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In his New Year message 
Dr Joseph Garcia 
recognised there may be 
more problems ahead, 
but said Gibraltar would 
overcome any obstacles  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The chief minister  
will be broadcasting his New Year 
message on Monday, but deputy 
chief minister Dr Joseph Garcia re-
leased his on Wednesday, warning 
that Brexit is now the challenge 
for this generation. 

“In less than three months’ time,” 
he said, “barring a major surprise, the 
UK and Gibraltar will leave the Euro-
pean Union. Gibraltar has already 
overcome a number of challenges in 
this, our collective journey forward. 
No doubt there will be more. How-
ever, we are confident at the same 
time that Brexit will bring new op-

portunities and that Gibraltar is ide-
ally placed to capitalise on them. The 
strength of our people, our resilience, 
our determination and our resource-
fulness will see us through whatever 
obstacles may be thrown into our 
path. That is the story of Gibraltar and 

of the Gibraltarians”.  
After detailing the government’s 

achievements in navigating the 
choppy waters of Brexit, Dr Garcia 
insisted it will “show the same de-
termination to protect our country 
and to promote our interests”.

“Brexit is the challenge for this 
generation,” warns deputy chief minister

Joseph Garcia, deputy chief minister of Gibraltar. :: SUR

IN BRIEF

 Gibraltarians receive 
New Years Honours 

GIBRALTAR 
::  D.B. Three Gibraltarians have 
been named in the New Years Hon-
ours list 2019.  

Richard Mifsud has been 
awarded  the Queen’s Police Medal 
for services to policing in Gibral-
tar, and Assistant Commissioner 
Richard Ullger the Overseas Terri-
tories Medal (OTM), also for serv-

ices to policing, while Albert Doug-
las Langston has been awarded an 
MBE (Member of the Most Excel-
lent Order of the British Empire) 
for services to banking and lay 
magistracy. 

The governor of Gibraltar has 
also given three local Honours 
Awards, to Dr William Fitzpatrick 
for services to healthcare, Stewart 
Louis Harrison for services to in-
formation technology education 
and Charles Marfe for services to 
the Calpe House Charitable Trust.

 Gibraltar International 
Song Festival entries  

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. Entries for the Gibraltar In-
ternational Song Festival, which 
takes place on Saturday 18 May 
this year, can be submitted until 
the end of this month. Compos-
ers from all over the world are in-
vited to submit previously unpub-
lished works, and further infor-
mation can be obtained from  
www.gibisf.com

Longer opening hours 
at modern art gallery 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. Opening hours at the Mod-
ern Art Gallery in Montagu Bas-
tion are to be extended from 14 
January. On Tuesdays and Thurs-
days after that date the exhibi-
tions can be seen from 11am to 
6pm, while on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays the gallery will 
be open from 11am to 3pm as 
usual. 

GIBRALTAR
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H
ere in Andalucía, the 
political landscape is 
undergoing seismic 
changes. Following 

the region’s elections on 2 De-
cember  in which the incumbent 
Socialists (the PSOE) took a 
heavy hit, Ciudadanos and the 
Popular Party (PP) made a deal 
which saw them take control of 
the Andalusian parliament’s 
speaker’s committee last week. 
Ciudadanos’ Marta Bosquet is 
now the new speaker of the re-
gional government and it’s 
likely that the PP’s Juan Moreno 
will become Andalusian presi-
dent later this month.   

Although a triumph for the 
Spanish right (Andalucía has 
been a Socialist heartland for 
decades), the Ciudadanos-PP 
deal will sound alarm bells for 
the country’s left, especially for 
prime minister Pedro Sánchez. 
On 26 May this year, there will 
be local, municipal and Euro-
pean elections in Spain, prompt-
ing one to wonder if the changes 
in Andalucía will be replicated 
throughout the country. There is 
also the far-right group Vox to 
think about: after supporting 
the Ciudadanos-PP deal last 
week, they’re set to become a 
powerful force in Andalucía and, 
if they do well on 26 May, all 
over Spain.  

A world of uncertainty is con-
tained in those last few sen-
tences, but one thing seems 
clear. If some combination of 
the PP, Ciudadanos and Vox be-
comes the next Spanish govern-
ment, whether in 2020 or fol-
lowing an early general election 
this year, there will be a marked 
change of economic direction 

from that being pursued by Sán-
chez’s PSOE.  

The prime minister’s pro-
posed 2019 budget - which has 
yet to be passed - has been criti-
cised by PP leader Pablo Casado, 
who has called its raft of expen-
sive welfare policies “suicidal”. 
One way in which the Socialist 
leader proposed to fund them 
was with higher taxes, both on 
individuals and corporations - a 
move which is opposed by all of 
the right-wing parties set to 
take control of Andalucía. Vox, 
in fact, proposes eradicating in-
heritance, estate and capital 
gains taxes altogether. 

Thinking of a possible shift in 
economic direction for Spain, 
though, gives rise to the 
thought that such a change 
might only be theoretical. This 
is because the current Socialist 
administration can’t actually 
pass any economic legislation. 
Indeed, Sánchez’s profligate 
budget remains a draft docu-
ment even as we enter the year 
it’s supposed to cover: his minor-
ity government holds just 84 
seats in the 350-seat congress 
and cannot secure approval for 
the spending plan.  

The Socialists’ recent loss of 
power in Andalucía serves to 
highlight just how precarious 
their position has become. If 
Sánchez can’t secure his ab-
surdly delayed budget’s ap-
proval in a parliamentary vote 
scheduled for later this month, 
he ought to call a general elec-
tion before his term expires in 
2020. And if that happens, 2019 
is set to be a tumultuous and 
fascinating year in Spanish 
politics. 

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

WHICH DIRECTION?N?

A report by CBRE says 
that there is more 
demand for logistics 
bases in the area than 
supply, despite talk of 
new projects  

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. The rise in online shop-
ping has meant many businesses have 
set their sights on expanding their 
distribution operations near the large 
population centres in Malaga prov-
ince and the Costa del Sol. According 
to a recent report by property con-
sultants, CB Richard Ellis, the de-
mand for these types of premises cur-
rently outstrips supply.  

The company’s report, entitled 
Core Cities, says that local market 
demand continues to improve, 
driven by the economic recovery, a 
strong tourism sector and e-com-
merce. But there are not enough 
modern, large storage warehouses 

available. 
The report highlights the future 

Megahub Andalucía, planned for 
Antequera in inland Malaga prov-
ince with 3.3 million square metres 
of space, of which almost a third 
will be for distribution warehouses. 

However lack of space right on 

the coast near Malaga city contin-
ues to be the most urgent, short- 
term problem, although some 
smaller projects are in the pipe-
line. Amazon is the highest-pro-
file company that has yet to decide 
to open a local base, despite plans 
to do so.

Malaga is being held back by lack of 
space for e-commerce warehouses 

Companies like Amazon are still searching for a distribution base. :: SUR

:: SUR 

MALAGA. The new year has 
brought in increases to both pen-
sions paid out by the Spanish gov-
ernment and the national minimum 
wage. 

For pensioners who receive an in-
come for the time they paid into 
Spanish social security, the mini-
mum pension is set to go up three 
per cent and for those receiving more 
than the minimum, it will go up 1.6 
per cent. 

The minimum length of time that 
a pensioner has to be paying in to 
the state system to retire at 65 is 

now 36 years and nine months. For 
those with less qualifying years, the 
official retirement age in Spain is 
now 65 years and eight months for 
those stopping work in 2019. This 
figure is rising progressively to 67 
years by 2027. 

The minimum wage also rose on 
1 January. In the biggest increase for 
41 years, it has been increased by 
22.3 per cent to 12,600 euros a year. 
This was one of the conditions for 
the Podemos party to continue sup-
porting the national government of 
the PSOE.  More than 2.5 million 
workers are set to benefit from the 

increase, which will also see more 
money flowing into the social secu-
rity system through the increased 
payments from employers.  

The government has said that 
“there is only a small risk that some 
jobs will be destroyed” as a result of 
the increase, however companies 
have suggested the impact could be 
worse as their costs increase, with 
70-90,000 net job losses, according 
to different studies.  

For the self-employed, the so-
called ‘autónomos’, the minimum 
amount their social security pay-
ments are calculated on has risen by 
1.25 per cent a month. 

‘Autónomos’ will now also get im-
proved social security cover. For ex-
ample they will not need to keep 
paying into the system if they have 
signed off sick and will now qualify 
for workplace accident payments.  

New year brings pension and 
minimum-wage increases 
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PP and Cs have agreed 
90 future measures for 
coalition and a candidate 
for president must be 
nominated 16 January  

:: SUR 

SEVILLE.  Political newcomers, 
Vox, have said they will refuse to 
support the coalition deal between 
the Partido Popular (PP) and Ciu-
dadanos (Cs) parties in Andalucía 
unless a planned measure relating 
to violence against women is 
changed. 

The PP and Cs need Vox’s 12 re-
gional MPs to vote for them if they 
are to form a coalition and oust the 
Socialist PSOE government from 
power in Andalucía after 36 years. 

As part of negotiations to share 
power, the PP and Cs have drawn up 
a list of 90 measures that they will 
introduce if they are successful in 
getting a majority in a forthcoming 
vote for a new regional president. 
The measures largely follow a social 
agenda without concessions to far-
right Vox in order to gain their sup-
port. Vox were the shock success in 
the regional election in December, 
winning 11 per cent of the vote. 

Article 84 

Now the Vox leadership has broken 
its silence. Criticising the failure of 
the PP and Cs to involve them in 
the negotiations for a new political 
programme in Andalucía, the re-
gional leader, Francisco Serrano, said 
on Wednesday that Vox would not 
vote in favour of the two-party deal 
if a measure covering violence 
against women  was not changed. 

In point 84 of the 90 point deal, 
Cs and PP promise to commit 

enough resources to the fight against 
gender violence against women. 

In contrast, Vox have said that 
they want to replace “ideological 
gender laws that stalk men with a 
law against violence in the family”.  

Last week, the Andalusian par-
liament voted in a new speaker from 
Cs, Marta Bosquet. A candidate for 
new president of the regional gov-
ernment, expected to be Juanma 
Moreno of the PP, needs to be put 
forward for a vote by 16 January. 

Far-right Vox threatens to derail 
new Andalucía government deal 
over gender violence law

Francisco Serrano of Vox takes his seat in the regional chamber. :: EFE

:: SUR 

MADRID.   There were 1.32 million 
new cars sold in Spain in 2018, an 
increase of seven per cent on the 
previous year.  

Seat was once again the top 
make of car sold last year, followed 
by Volkswagen, Peugeot, Renault, 
then Opel in the top five.   

The top-selling model of car was 
the Seat León, with 34,897 sales, 
and there were several models very 
close together within the top ten. 

 Second-placed model in the na-
tional top ten was the Seat Ibiza, 
(31,392 sold); Nissan Qashqai, 

(31,287); Dacia Sandero, (31,310); 
Renault Mégane, (29,082); Ren-
ault Clio, (28,859); Volkswagen 
Polo, (28,173); Volkswagen Golf, 
(27,090); Citroën C4, (26,193); and 
the Peugeot 3008,(22,870). 

In terms of commercial vehicles, 
such as vans, Peugeot and Citroën 
occupy the first two spots for the 
top makes, followed by Renault 
and Ford. 

The data was released jointly on 
Thursday by the association of car 
manufacturers (Anfac), dealerships 
association (Faconauto) and car re-
pairers group (Ganvam).

Seat León heads the list of the top ten 
car models sold in Spain in 2018 

The Seat León. :: SEAT

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MADRID.  Three British residents 
in Spain have been awarded hon-
ours by Queen Elizabeth II in the 
2019 New Year Honours List 2019. 

Ricky Garland, Elaine Mary 
Horton and Candida Wright are 

all active in HELP, a charity help-
ing older and vulnerable expatri-
ate residents in the Costa Blanca.  

Ricky Garland is a volunteer of 
HELP Vega Baja, Elaine Horton is 
president of HELP Jalon Valley 
and CandidaWright is president 
of HELP Denia and Marina Alta. 
All will receive the Member of the 
British Empire (MBE) award for 
their services to British nationals.  

 The British Ambassador to 
Spain, Simon Manley, said,“I am 
delighted that the commitment 
and compassion of Ricky, Elaine 
and Candida have been   
recognised.”  

MBE delight in New 
Year Honours for 
British voluntary 
workers on the 
Costa Blanca 

Visitor numbers to the 
site near Madrid were up 
34 per cent last year 
amid all the extra 
attention  

:: ANDER ASPIROZ / EFE 

MADRID.  The latest complication 
has emerged in the government’s 
quest to exhume the remains of dic-
tator General Franco from his cere-
monial resting place and rebury him 
somewhere less controversial. 

Santiago Cantera, prior of the 
Valle de los Caídos (Valley of the 
Fallen) monastery, which is re-
sponsible for the basilica in the Ma-
drid mountains where Franco is 
buried, has said that he won’t al-

low anyone in to take away the cof-
fin when the time comes. 

Government sources have said 
that it is hardly surprising that the 
prior has objected as he has a far-
right political past. 

The Socialist government has 
pledged to remove Franco, who 
many consider to be inappropri-
ately buried in the gigantic Span-
ish Civil War monument. But it is 
taking much longer than expected, 
as ministers have faced protests 
from Franco’s family and the need 
to change the law, inadvertently 
getting the Vatican involved as well. 

Meanwhile, it has been an-
nounced that visitor numbers to 
the Valle de Los Caídos site surged 
by 34 per cent to almost 379,000 
in 2018 amid all the extra interest.

Prior of Valle de los Caídos 
refuses to allow Franco’s 
remains to be removed 

Santiago Cantera at the Valle de los Caídos. :: ALBERTO FERRERAS
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A
nyone who happens to 
be wandering around a 
major town or city over 
the festive period surely 

can’t help but be taken aback by 
the maelstrom of manic activity 
taking place at an extraordinarily 
breakneck speed. Cars hurtle and 
honk their way through the over-
crowded streets, their owners pre-
sumably desperate to buy that last 
slab of Battenburg that no one will 
ever get round to eating anyway, 
before the cake shop closes. 

 It’s at times like these that you 
realise just what a miracle road us-
age is. According to official statis-
tics, there are over thirty million 
vehicles in circulation in Spain, 
most of which seem to be in the 
centre of Malaga at Christmas time. 
Thirty million! And there they all 
go, whizzing daily - and nightly - 
to their myriad destinations, for 
the most part perfectly intact.  

Even one accident is too many 
of course, but I’m always amazed 
that there aren’t thousands more 
little bumps and bangs consider-
ing the close proximity involved 
in most traffic circulation - it’s fre-
quently a matter of inches. If we 
factor in mechanical failures, 
squabbling children, bossy moth-
ers-in-law, the double disgrace of 
mobile phone use and drink driv-
ing, health problems, poor eye-
sight, arrogant cyclists, fighting 
with your girlfriend, etc. it’s truly 
astonishing that our roads aren’t 
more akin to the old fairground 
dodgems that nobody ever really 
enjoyed when they were young 
except for the ubiquitous psy-
chotic youth who always con-
ducted proceedings sporting a dev-
ilish manic grin. 

 In spite of our constant carping 
about other road users, then, the 
vast majority of people drive re-

markably well, often in stressful 
circumstances.  

It’s quite a thing to be directing 
three or four tonnes of metal 
around a complex system of roads, 
lanes and highways, avoiding hun-
dreds of others performing exactly 
the same task but very rarely shar-
ing the same route. Imagine being 
a delivery driver under strict time 
constraints. Then imagine being a 
delivery driver under strict time 
constraints in a massive truck. On  
your first day. In a city you’ve never 
visited. With a broken leg. Only 
kidding about the last one but the 
more I think about it the more I 
think we should doff our caps re-
spectfully to all those who - in spite 
of the extremely difficult circum-
stances - manage to drive safely 
day in and day out. 

 Now then, I’m off for that bit 
of that cake I never got round to 
eating at Christmas. 

Cars and effect
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

H
e never deserved to be 
end up as another statis-
tic of the cruel abandon-
ment, locked in a cage at 

the Sociedad Protectora de Ani-
males de Málaga (Animal Protec-
tion Society Malaga). You left with-
out looking back, with a clean con-
science because at least you left 
him in the best possible place. “It 
would have been worse if I’d left 
him at the municipal pound- you 
told yourself, indolent and self-sat-
isfied – because there they put 
them down.”  

The animal protection associations, 
which are there for the extreme cases, 
are at saturation point: irresponsible 
owners like you have spread like a 
plague and there is no physical way 
to look after one more animal.  An-
other animal, waiting day after day, 
huddled in a corner of his kennel, 

waiting for someone to take pity on 
him and give him a new home.  

As usual, as soon as he stopped 
being an adorable furry toy he was 
pushed to one side. He began to 
hate being relegated to the role of 
hindrance, with no-one showing 
him the slightest affection, con-
demned to living locked in the 

laundry room. Taken begrudgingly 
for a walk a couple of times a day; 
being beaten without knowing 
why. The vent of your multiple per-
sonal frustrations and your inabil-
ity to raise that child with the mini-
mum values that are needed to be 
a good person. 

He didn’t understand why you 

dragged him by the leash into the 
car that fateful day. You then let 
him out at a petrol station and 
wouldn’t let him get back in the 
car. Unable to fend for himself he 
ate rotting food he found in the 
rubbish and  drank from dirty pud-
dles, until fever and malnutrition 
made him weak and unable to re-

act when he wandered into the 
road just as a car was passing.  

It could have been even worse. 
When those lads tempted him with 
a sausage and carried him off laugh-
ing, he thought he had found a new 
home. The dream was shattered 
with the agony of the first bite on 
the neck from the fighting dog 
which had been put in with him 
for a ‘sparring’ match. 

If, at any time when you are read-
ing this you think I am exaggerat-
ing, why not ask one of the volun-
teers or members of the protection 
society: the stories they will tell 
you will be even harder to bear.  

No, that pet did not deserve to 
become another of the Kings’ bro-
ken toys, thrown out with the rub-
bish without remorse. He just 
wanted to be part of your family, 
but you will never understand that.

Broken toys

IGNACIO LILLO

PACHI

Diesel, no thanks

Do you remember a few years 
ago when a diesel car was con-
sidered the best option? What  
happened to change that? Oh, 
it’s because of pollution. Well, 
it would help to know that the  
merchant ships, the biggest fuel 
users on the planet, are going 
to switch to super unleaded, or 
perhaps to hear that sailing ships 
are coming back to carry goods 
across the seas.  

Why are our governments so 
worried? I think it’s great that 
Pedrito Sánchez has decided to 
forego using Falcon (his private 
jet) and instead start riding his 
bicycle to concerts with his 
wife. And watch how I’m [not] 
going to moan if I see them turn 
the official fleet of cars, which 
they use to go to the hairdresser 
or barber, into a pile of scrap 
metal. It cannot be true that the 
‘sacrifice’ will be limited to re-

tiring all diesel vehicles and buy-
ing new ones with our hard-
earned cash. 

My wife tells me I’m a pessi-
mist, that I always see the bad 
side of things, but I don’t un-
derstand how we’ve fought for 
years to get the high-speed train 
line to Madrid, which shaves 
minutes off the trip, when the 
main problem is the length of 
time it takes to get there in the 
first place. Now they’re trying 
to tell me that I need to buy an 
electric car, which might not 
have enough juice to get me all 
the way to the capital, mean-
ing I’ll have to stop on route to 
re-charge the battery, spending 
an hour at least having a soft 
drink. We just never wise up. 

 
 

ROBERTO LANZA 

BY EMAIL

Welfare over politics 

I read (SUR in English, 21-27 
December) of the new sewer 
plant at Villanueva de Tapia. 
This threw into contrast the ab-
sence of one in Nerja, now the 
only coastal town without one. 
In March, progress was heralded 
with the promise that it would 
be functioning by November. 

Although now many years 
behind schedule, it would ap-
pear to be unfinished as yet. I 

did write recently to Nerja coun-
cil and to some individual coun-
cillors asking when it might 
come on line. I have not had the 
courtesy of a reply, despite this 
being a matter of great signifi-
cance to the image of Nerja as 
a major tourist destination. 

Are party politics more impor-
tant than communal welfare? 
  
ANTHONY SLADE 

NERJA
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Children all over the 
country will be getting 
excited as they wait for 
Los Reyes Magos, the 
Three Kings bearing gifts 
on the night of 5 January  

:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. The Costa del Sol, along 
with the rest of Spain, is getting 
ready for the traditional procession 
of Los Reyes Magos (the Three 
Kings, or Wise Men), the final spec-
tacle of the Spanish festive season. 
Tradition says that the Three Kings, 
Melchior, Gaspar and Balthazar, fol-
lowed a star that led them to baby 
Jesus and upon arriving, they of-
fered gifts of gold, incense, and 
myrrh on the Twelfth Night. 

For this reason, every year, as 6 
January approaches, children begin 
to write letters to their favourite 
king. In these letters, the children 
tell the kings how well they behaved 
during the year and ask for the gifts 
they would like to receive. In the-
ory, and in a similar manner to the 
tradition of Santa Claus, the better 
the children have behaved, the bet-
ter their gifts will be. After this, 
comes one of the children’s favour-
ite moments, when they deliver 
their letters to the kings when they 
arrive on 5 January, or to the emis-
saries found in the centre of all 
towns and cities a few days before. 

The Three Kings festival, as such, 
is not very widespread and is cele-
brated only in some Spanish-speak-
ing countries, mainly because Santa 
Claus has prevailed elsewhere.  

Gift giving in Spain is delayed un-
til 6 January. The night before, the 
kings announce their arrival by 
means of a colourful parade known 
as La Cabalgata de Los Reyes. The 
streets are lined with thousands of 
excited children clambering for the 
sweets thrown from the elaborately-
decorated floats, accompanied by an 
array of cartoon characters.  

Costa del Sol  

The processions embark on their 
journeys through the main streets 
of each town or village from late af-
ternoon on Saturday, 5 January. 
Malaga’s grand parade begins at the 
town hall in Avenida Cervantes at 
6pm and runs through the main 
streets of the city centre, passing 
along Calle Larios, the Plaza de la 
Merced and on to Malaga Cathedral.  

The procession in Nerja will be-
gin in the Parque Verano Azul at 
5.30pm, while in Vélez-Málaga, 
the parade will commence at 6pm 
from Plaza de las Indias.  

Torre del Mar’s event will start 
at 5pm in Calle Manuel Azuaga, 
and the celebrations in Churriana 
will begin at the municipal mar-
ket at 5.30pm. 

Three processions will take place 
in Mijas at 5pm: Parque María Zam-
brano in Las Lagunas, Plaza Virgen de 
la Peña in Mijas Pueblo and from the 
Centro Cultural de Mijas in La Cala. 

Three airborne kings will arrive 
at the Elola Sports Complex in Fuen-
girola by helicopter at 4pm. 

The parade in Arroyo de la Miel 
leaves Tivoli World at 6.30pm, while 
in Benalmádena Pueblo, the proces-
sion will leave the Recinto Ferial 
Los Nadales at 4.30pm.  

A grand procession will leave the 
Torremolinos town hall at 5pm and 
continue to the centre of the town, 
where five tonnes of sweets will be 
distributed to the crowd.  

 Other parades include Coín 
(Montesol at 6pm), Marbella (Av-
enida Severo Ochoa at 6pm) and 
Estepona, in Avenida Andalucía at 
5pm. 

Gifts will be opened eagerly on 
Sunday 6th, and this year, Monday 
7th is a public holiday as well.

Spain eagerly awaits arrival of Three Kings

The Three Kings as they made their grand entrance into Malaga last year. :: BEATRICE LAVALLE

The colourful procession makes its way through Marbella. :: JOSELE-LANZA

 Malaga. 6pm.   Town hall in Av-
enida Cervantes, Calle Larios, 
Plaza de la Merced, Cathedral. 

 Vélez-Málaga. 5.30pm.    Palacio 
de Beniel (on foot) 6pm. Plaza de 
las Indias 

 Torremolinos. 5pm.   Plaza Blas 
Infante (town hall building) Av-
enida Los Manantiales, Plaza 
Costa del Sol. 

 Fuengirola. 4pm.   Arrival by 
helicopter at the Elola Sports 
Complex. 5.30pm. Calle Mallorca, 
Avenida de Mijas, Camina de 
Coín, Avenida de Los Boliches. 

 Marbella. 6pm   Avenida Severo 
Ochoa (edificio La Zambomba), 
Avenida Ramón y Cajal, Avenida 
Ricardo Soriano, Plaza Monseñor 
Rodrigo Bocanegra.

PROCESSIONS
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They may be inconvenient, lack modern facilities and cost a fortune in maintenance, but 
the owners of some palaces and mansions love them and are determined not to let them 
be turned into museums or the headquarters of companies or institutions

:: ANTONIO PANIAGUA 

T
here are palaces which 
stand out because of their 
magnificent gardens, and 
others for their sumptu-

ous staircases. Some have impres-
sive carved ceilings, and others won-
derful libraries. Palaces may be em-
bedded in walls or attached to a 
tower. Manor houses which are the 
envy of many, because of their beau-
tiful interior patios. Buildings with 
carefully carved stone chimneys 
and areas where carriages, saddles 
and tack are still stored. Properties   
with overwhelming kitchens, enor-
mous dining rooms and ancient 

couches.  
These are residences which are 

unmistakeably aristocratic, lived 
in by families with a long lineage. 
Visiting them, walking through 
their rooms, whose plush carpets 
muffle the sound of footsteps, is 
like taking a trip back into history 
and art. Many of them can be vis-
ited because they are classified as 
Buildings of Cultural Interest (BIC), 
but anyone who wants to take their 
time exploring them, sitting com-
fortably in an armchair, can do so 
in the book ‘Palacios y casas seño-
riales de España’, which has recently 
been published by Turner.  

This book, written by Ignacio 
González-Varas Ibáñez, a professor 
in the History of Architecture, is 
the result of the endeavours of Mari-
ana Gasset, who has coordinated 
the work and persuaded the own-
ers of the 38 palaces which are fea-
tured in it to open the doors of their 
properties to her.  

As a result this book is a compen-
dium of buildings of great artistic 
and architectural importance, 
whose interiors house impressive 
collections of furniture and objets 
d’art.  

“We wanted to show houses 
which are lived in. Many of the pal-

aces which remain nowadays are 
being used as the headquarters of 
banks, foundations, official insti-
tutions or ministries. Not many of 
them resemble residences any more. 
People live in about 90 per cent of 
the houses featured in the book, al-
though that doesn’t mean they can’t 
be visited,” says Mariana Gasset.  

Noble inheritance 

There is no lack of palatial architec-
ture to admire. The palaces of Los 
Golfines, Casa Pilatos, Medina Si-
donia, Dueñas, Pazo de Oca, 
Liria, Marqués de Santa Cruz 
and many others are in per-

Palatial living

Casa de las Dueñas 

A bedroom in the Casa de 
las Dueñas (Seville). Above, 
the lemon tree courtyard of 
the palace, which dates 
back to the 15th-16th 
centuries and belongs to 
the House of Alba >
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fect condition: these are not 
piles of stones which have 

heroically tried to resist the pas-
sage of time. “Nearly all of them 
are owned by titled people who 
have inherited them. The proper-
ties are handed down from one gen-
eration to another; some of them 
have been in the same family for 
500 years,” say sources at Turner.  

Despite their magnificence, some 
of these palatial houses may not 
feel exactly comfortable to stay in. 
When she went home after each 
trip, Mariana Gasset felt grateful to 
be surrounded by her peaceful, sim-
ple decor once again. “In one man-
sion, they showed me a bedroom 
in which Alfonso XIII had slept. The 
curtains hadn’t been changed since. 
They were in tatters. However, be-
cause these houses are inhabited 
they are normally in good condi-

tion. But just imagine the cost of 
keeping the heating on in big stone 
houses like these,” she says.   

Mercedes López de Montenegro 
has inherited the palace of Los Golfi-
nes de Arriba, in the historic cen-
tre of Cáceres. The building, which 
dates back to the 14th and 16th cen-
turies and belonged to the Mar-
quises of Espinardo, is a sturdy con-
struction with four corner towers, 
of which three still remain. Chess 
player Anatoli Karpov, Prince 
Philippe of Belgium and cyclist 
Mikel Induráin have all stayed here. 
Now Mercedes has left it tempo-
rarily, because her children are 
studying in Madrid. 

 “I’ve got the builders in at the 
moment because the roof is leak-
ing. We’re having to change 1,700 
square metres of roof tiles, and the 
repairs are being done in two phases. 

We also have termites, and have to 
apply a treatment every five years. 
The house is a burden in terms of 
maintainance, but I do love it. When 
we started to do the first restora-
tion work we had a two million pe-
seta grant, but that barely covered 
the cost of putting the scaffolding 
up,” she says.  

As lifestyle changed in the early 
20th century, fewer people built 
palaces. Many of the existing ones 
were demolished: urban specula-
tion and neglect have had terrible 
consequences for this type of ar-
chitecture. In many cases the prop-
erties have been completely ripped 
out inside and now only the façade 
remains. 

That is not the case with Can 
Clota, a palace which stands amid 
the traffic of Esplugues de Llobre-
gat, a densely populated munici-

pality on the outskirts of Barcelona. 
The owner, Eduardo de Delás, Baron  
Vilagayá, insists that living in the 
palace is very comfortable. “I don’t 
heat the whole house, of course, 
only my bedroom and a few other 
rooms,” says De Delàs, who drives 
into Barcelona every day for his 
work in the real estate business.  

“In the tower I have a library on 
two floors, and I keep about 18,000 
books there. My favourite place is 
the gallery, which gets a lot of sun,” 
he says.  

The baron doesn’t see anything 
inconvenient about living in a 
house like this. He says he has had 
to carry out some repairs, although 
that hasn’t been a problem because 
he has someone to look after the 
maintenance. “I have never been 
tempted to get rid of it. On the con-
trary, I would rather sell other 

Mercedes L. de Montenegro    

“The builders are in at 
present because the roof 
leaks. We also have 
termites”  

Eduardo de Delás    

“I’ve never wanted to sell 
it; on the contrary, I’d 
rather get rid of other 
things to pay for it” 

Carmen Martos    

“Every now and again we 
have to do a complete 
restoration, but there are a 
lot of us so it’s easy” 

Can Clota 

In Esplugues de Llo-
bregat. It is owned by 
Baron Vilagayá.y 

Pazo de Oca 

In A Estrada (Pontevedra). 
Owned by the Dukes of   
Medinaceli. 

Palacio Vinade 

Murcia XVIII century.

Liria 

Madrid. Dates from  
1762-1780

i i

Escribá y Boil 

Valencia. 18th century.

Golfines de Arriba 
In the oldest part of Cáceres. 
It dates back to the 14th-16th 
centuries and was owned by 
the Marquises of Espinardo.  

>
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things to pay for the palace,” he 
insists.  

The property, which dates from 
1869, has a chapel, an entertain-
ments room with a billiards table 
and a lavish living room with a  
wooden ceiling painted in rococo 
style. 

Summer residence 

Like Isabel II, who used the Palacio 
de Narros in Zarautz (Gipuzkoa) as 
a summer residence, Carmen Mar-
tos, one of the present owners, usu-
ally spends her summer holidays 
there. The manor house has hosted 
King Balduino of Belgium and his 
wife Fabiola, and celebrities such 
as Marlene Dietrich and Jacqueline 
Kennedy. It belongs to the Azlor 
family of Aragón, and is shared by 
about 15 people. “Every now and 
then we have to do a complete reno-
vation, but as there are so many of 
us it is easy for us to do that,” says 
Carmen.  

In the middle of a bleak Manche-
gan landscape, there is a palace 
which comes as a surprise because 
of its desolate location. It was built 
by admiral Álvaro de Bazán in Viso 
del Marqués (Ciudad Real, close to 
Valdepeñas). To silence those who 
criticised him for building such a 
monument in such a place, far from 
the sea, Bazán used to point out 
that he wasn’t the first. “The mar-
quis built a palace in El Viso in the 
first place because he could, and be-
cause he wanted to. So why 
shouldn’t I?” he would ask.  

Since the 1950s the building has 

housed the General Archive of the 
Spanish Navy, which pays a sym-
bolic rent of one peseta a year.  

With their living rooms, offices, 
dressing rooms, oratories, ante-
chambers, gardens and flowerbeds, 
more than a few palaces have been   
turned into museums which reflect 
the way of life of other eras. 

 The first of these mansion-mu-
seums was dedicated to El Greco, 
and was located in the Jewish quar-
ter of Toledo. It was followed by 
others dedicated to Miguel de Cer-
vantes, in Alcalá de Henares (Ma-
drid), Rosalía de Castro (Padrón), 
Sorolla and Lope de Vega in Madrid, 
among many others. 

According to González Varas, the 
structure of the noble house used 
to be based on that of a Roman 
house, with the rooms arranged 
around a patio. There was a special 
interest in the construction of pal-
aces in the Early Middle Age in the 
14th and 15th centuries, a time 
when their residential function was 
shared with the military one of tow-
ers and castles. It is for that reason 
that the palaces were often built 
alongside the towers, to make them 
more habitable and “to provide the 
family with a larger and more rep-
resentative space to celebrate note-
worthy occasions, such as welcom-
ing important guests or signing ma-
jor agreements”, he says.  

Some palatial properties, like Los 
Golfines in Cáceres and Can Clota 
in Barcelona, are examples of man-
sion houses which began life as a 
tower. 

Reconversion 

Although there are many pa-
laces and mansions in Spain, 
few are lived in nowadays. 
Most have been taken over by 
foundations or official bodies, 
reconverted or completely 
ripped out inside so only the 
façade remains.  
  
Configuration 
The structure of the noble-
man’s house is similar to that 
of Roman times, when the 
rooms were arranged around a 
central patio.  

38 
palaces and mansions are fea-
tured in the book ‘Palacios y ca-
sas señoriales de España’ (Tur-
ner). Among the most outstan-

ding are Los Golfines, Casa Pila-
tos, Medina Sidonia, Dueñas, 
Pazo de Oca, Liria and Marqués 
de Santa Cruz, but they are all 
very special. These buildings 
have escaped modernity, urban 
speculation and the decline of 
the aristocracy. Some, however, 
have only managed to survive 
in the form of museums. 

DETAILS OF HISTORY

Palacio de Narros 
 Zarautz (Gipuzkoa). 
Dates from 1536-1541.

Casa Pilatos 
Seville. From 15th to 
16th century.

San Feliz 
Oviedo. 18th century.
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LEGAL ADVICE

REF. T. A. P. 
I have a bad relationship with 
my brother, with whom I have 
argued on numerous occasions 
for economic reasons. Some 
time ago he lent me money, 
which I returned, but he 
considers that I still owe him 
money, when it is not true. 
Recently, he took my car 
without permission. I reported 
the theft to the police, and he 

was arrested the next day. He 
was sent to the judge and 
within a few hours he was 
free. How is that possible? 

It depends on many factors, in-
cluding whether the judge con-
sidered that there was a real 
willingness to appropriate the 
vehicle or simply use it and re-
turn it later. In this case, your 
brother probably claimed that 
the car belonged to you, and that 
he was returning it. Considering 
the penalty that could be im-
posed and the seriousness of the 
facts, normally the courts con-
sider that if the person is simply 
available until the trial is held, it 
is enough. 

 

REF. L. O. R. 

Last week I had Christmas 
lunch with my colleagues of 
the company where I work. 
During the meal, I had no 
alcohol except a sip of 
champagne at the beginning of 
the meal. After that, I only 
drank water and soft drinks. 
Once the meal was over, we 

went for a few drinks, but 
again I had a couple of soft 
drinks. However, when I 
returned home I was stopped 
in a breathalyser and to my 
great astonishment the result 
was positive. I demanded the 
agents for a second test, 
because they had stopped 
many cars and maybe they had 
confused my result with that 
of another driver, but they 
refused and fined me. Is it true 
that I do not have the right to 
have the test repeated, as the 
agents assured me? 

No, it’s not. According to Span-
ish law, if after the first test 
the result is positive, the 
driver has the right to perform 
a second test, and between the 
two there must be a minimum 
period of ten minutes. In fact, 
the agents have the obligation 
to inform that you have the 
right to double check positive 
results by means of a blood, 
urine or similar test. In this 
case, therefore, the fine should 
be appealed.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

O
n the day I braved the 
rain to see the Male-
vich retrospective at 
Malaga’s Russian Mu-

seum - hesitating between 
catching a number 3 bus on the 
Plaza de la Marina and unearth-
ing the new number 7 stop amid 
the metro excavation works on 
the Alameda Principal - Frédéri-
que Deleuze, a French artist 
hailed for her cool portraits of 
20th and 21st century heroes, 
had shared a striking likeness of 
David Bowie on internet. Embla-
zoned with the slogan “The Icon 
Is You”, it stopped many of her 
Facebook followers in their 
tracks, as they scrolled through 
their breakfast notifications. I, 
for one, hit the share button. 
Then, as the morning rolled on, 
both her drawing and its engag-
ing message stuck in my head, 
like a catchy tune. 

Perhaps this explains why I 
walked away from the Malaga 
branch of the St Petersburg State 
Museum, a few hours later, not 
exactly Singin’ in the Rain, but 
at least filled with a glorious 
feeling - Yippee! Could this be 
the real thing? The kind of cul-
tural thrill art historians experi-
ence, when they uncover a miss-
ing masterpiece, or shed new 
light on a well-trodden theory? 

I wouldn’t go so far, but… I had 
already visited the brilliantly re-
furbished Tabacalera building, in 
the Huelin area, on several occa-
sions and, upon reflection, none 

of the diligently 
documented his-
torical exhibi-
tions staged 
there had struck 
me as relevant 
to who we are 
now. By con-
trast, what I had 
just seen dis-
played on the 
bright-hued walls of Malaga’s 
former tobacco factory was 
something else. I couldn’t take 
my eyes off Malevich’s faceless 
semi-abstract figures represent-
ing listless peasants set against 
stark backgrounds, barely sug-
gesting boundless landscapes. 
Somehow, they reminded me of 
us here and now, of what we are 
fast becoming: not so much 
icons as avatars, heralding the 
advent of an algorithm-driven 
era. 

Merci, Frédérique…! If not for 
that impactful image advertising 
your skills as a portraitist, key 
aspects of the museum’s current 
homage to Kazimir Malevich 
(1879-1935) would most likely 
have escaped me. I might not 
have figured out the link be-
tween Russian icons; this pio-
neer of abstract geometric art’s 
iconic black square; post-Warho-
lian personal branding; and 
(what could be more to the point 
than an umbrella topic, on a 
rainy afternoon...?) human iden-
tity - past, present, as well as vir-
tual. 

Although amazingly modern, 
Kazimir Severinovich Malevich’s 

brazenly unorthodox iconogra-
phy did not come out of no-
where. How and why this revo-
lutionary artist, the founder of 
Suprematism - a movement ad-
vocating the supremacy of non-
representational visual sensa-
tions - reinvented the icon is 
rooted in the religious mysti-
cism and popular folklore of his 
rural childhood. He replaced the 
sun with a black square and 
twirled it into a cross, prior to 
opting for multi-coloured shapes 
with a cosmic dimension, even-
tually revisiting figurative paint-
ing, and bowing out of the artis-
tic arena with a nod to his Ren-
aissance predecessors. 

When he unveiled his em-
blematic Black Square in St Pe-
tersburg (by then renamed 
Petrograd), two years before the 
October Revolution, at an avant-
garde event pitched as The Last 
Exhibition of Futurist Painting 
0.10, he chose to hang it in the 
place traditionally reserved for 
sacred icons in Russian homes: 
nestled in a corner, high up on 
the wall. 

“Remember, you are the icon,” 
would be an apt motto or meme 
for this trailblazer, who added a 
mini black square, similar to pre-
sent-day web icons, and the 
words “the artist” to the signa-
ture of his later works. An intro-
ductory video, strategically pre-
sented at the entrance, is a per-
fect preamble to the show. For 
some reason, I found myself 
thinking of another superstar as 
I watched it. 

The author of a radical mani-
festo entitled “The Non-Objec-
tive World” (1927), Kazimir Ma-
levich invented a brand-new 
mode of expression, which he 
described as  “the zero of form”. 
Though not exactly a household 
name, not sufficiently familiar 
to the general public to feature 
on tubes of oil paint or stain-
whitening toothpaste, he is a 
leading light of abstraction. Re-
vered by minimalist artists to 
this day, he is their hero; their 
Vermeer, their… Rembrandt. 

Not unlike the universally ac-
claimed Dutch master, Malevich 
left a legacy of self-portraits, re-

flecting his rise to 
fame and gradual 
fall from grace. Ini-
tially considered a 
hero, saluted for 
his bold urban pro-
jects and costume 
designs, he was 
subsequently re-
jected by the So-
viet regime. His fi-
nal years were 
marked by illness, 
poverty and politi-
cal harassment, 
and his paintings 
were banned from 
public view for 
decades. A compel-
ling story remarka-
bly told by this 
time-transcending 
curatorial tribute, 
to be seen till 3 
February.

Malevich in the Russian Museum, Malaga. :: SUR

Bowie portrait. :: COURTESY OF FRÉDÉRIQUE DELEUZE

 

MALEVICH  

SUPERSTAR 

Remember, “You are the icon”

REVIEW 
GEORGINA OLIVER

KAZIMIR 

MALEVICH  
The temporary 
exhibition is at the 
Colección del Museo 
Ruso, the Malaga 
branch of the State 
Russian Museum in 
St Petersburg, in the 
Tabacalera building 
(Avda Sor Teresa 
Prat, 15, Malaga) 
until 3 February 
2019.
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JENNIE RHODES

O
n 4 January 2000, the 
funeral of  the Count-
ess of Barcelona, Doña 
María de las Mercedes 

de Borbón, mother of the then 
King of Spain, Juan Carlos I,  at the 
San Lorenzo de El Escorial mon-
astery in Madrid. She was buried 
with Queen’s honours.  

King Juan Carlos I was 
photographed crying 
during the funeral 
and the image 
made the front 
pages the follow-
ing day, which 
happened to be 
his 62nd birthday.  

The Countess 
was 90 when she 
died suddenly of a 
heart attack on  2 
January at the royal residence 
of La Mareta, in Lanzarote, where 

the royal family had gathered to 
celebrate the New Year.  

Doña María was born in Madrid  
on 23 December 1910 to Prince Car-
los of Bourbon-Two Sicilies, In-
fante of Spain, a grandson of King 
Ferdinand II of the Two Sicilies, 
and his second wife, Princess Lou-
ise of Orléans, giving her the full 

title, in Spanish, of María 
de las Mercedes Cristina 

Genara Isabel Luisa 
Carolina Victoria 

de Todos los San-
tos de Borbón-
Dos Sicilias y 
Orléans . 

In 1931 Spain 
became a republic 
and Doña María, 
like the rest of the 
Spanish royal fam-

ily, was forced into exile. 
In 1935 she met her future hus-

band, the Infante Juan, in Rome. 
Juan was at that time serving in 
the British Royal Navy and theo-
retically heir to the Spanish throne. 
María and Juan married in Rome 
on 12 October 1935 and went on 
to have four children.  

On 2 June 1953, the Countess 

represented the Spanish Royal 
Family at the coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II at Westminster Abbey 
in London. 

In 1976, one year after the mon-
archy was restored in Spain, the 
family returned to the country, 
having spent their years in exile 

in Cannes and later Paris. The 
countess mediated between her 
son and her husband as Juan Car-
los had been designated by Franco 
in 1969 to become his successor 
upon his death; Franco believed 
that his father was too liberal.  Her 
intervention, behind the scenes, 
is said to have prevented a lasting 
rift between father and son. 

Doña María was a fan of bull-
fighting and football and loved the 
city of Seville.

Burial of the Countess of Barcelona

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Condesa Countess 

Monasterio Monastery 

Entierro Burial 

Matrimonio Marriage 

Príncipe Prince 

Restablecer To reinstate 

Heredero Heir 

Monarquía Monarchy 

Nochevieja New Year’s Eve 

Tauromaquia Bullfighting 

Abadía Abbey 

Nacimiento Birth 

Portada Front page 

Prevenir To prevent 

Cumpleaños Birthday 

Marido Husband 

Familia Family

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E4 JANUARY 2000

The Countess of Barcelona with the royal family in 1999. :: EFE
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Doña María lived in exile with her husband, Juan, 
the heir apparent to the Spanish throne, during 
the Franco years and played a pivotal role when 
Franco named their son as his successor

King Juan Carlos I at his 
mother’s funeral. :: SUR
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GARDENING

Montonoa bipinnatifida is an erect 
shrub with thick, brittle stems and 
large hairy leaves. During the spring 
and summer it grows thick and lush 
but once the temperatures start to 
drop, it produces clouds of white 
and yellow blooms which are said 
to smell like chocolate or recently-

baked cakes. Common names are 
the tree daisy and the tree chrysan-
themum and it is a member of the 
Asteraceae family. There are be-
tween 50 and 150 species in the ge-
nus Montonoa, this 
widely differ-
ing num-

ber is because not all the species 
have been recognised officially. 

 The genus is believed to be 
named after leading Mexican physi-
cist Luis José Montana (1755-1820). 

Montonoa’s tall brittle stems 
means it needs shelter from 

strong winds and possibly 
some support.  

It prefers a position 
in full sun or partial 

shade and although 
drought resistant 
for short periods, 
it will benefit 
from regular wa-
tering and feed-
ing during the 

hottest months.  
The tree daisy is 

not fully frost hardy 
although it usually will 

recover after a short, over-
night frost. If the top dies 

back, it can be cut back quite hard 
and will resprout in the spring. In 
any case, it is a good idea to cut it 
back after flowering, when it may 
start to look leggy, in order to pro-
mote new growth from the base. 
The cuttings can be used to pro-
duce new plants.  

After flowering, if not cut back, 
the tree daisy will produce lots of 
pale green seed heads which are 
very attractive in flower arrange-
ments. The ripe seeds can also be 
collected and sown in the spring.  

It grows rapidly and will reach a 
height and spread of around two 
metres. Other species tend to be a 
lot bigger. M. grandiflora will reach 
around four metres and M. guate-
malensis is said to be able to reach 
a massive nine metres with leaves 
over 30cm long. There are also dou-
ble flowered varieties within each 
species. 

 The flowers of Montonoa are a 
source of winter nectar for late 
Monarch butterflies.

Native to Mexico and Central America, this large  shrub 
has attractive lobed leaves and scented, daisy-like blooms 

Montonoa bipinnatifida

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

Caroline Sellers sent in this photo recently and says, “On one of 
my recent nature walks, I came across a bush or tree full of red 
berries. Could you let me know the name of the berry?”

UNKNOWN TREE

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

Montonoa bipinnatifida and double form (inset). :: WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

Cold evenings mean log fires 
and inevitably, lots of wood 
ash. Nowadays, wood ash is 
an unwanted side product of 
a ‘proper’ fire but many years 
ago it was invaluable for mak-
ing soap and as a mild abra-
sive for cleaning all sorts of 
household items. Gardeners 
have always been aware of 
the value of wood ash to im-
prove soil. It contains trace 
elements which are the build-
ing blocks for healthy plant 
growth and raises the pH 
level of soil. Most people are 
familiar with the importance 
of pH levels when trying to 
grow hydrangeas with blue 
flowers. Hydrangeas flowers 
are pink in alkaline (sweet) 

soils and blue in acidic (sour) 
soil. Soils that are too alkaline 
can be made more acidic by 
adding ammonium sulphate 
or soils too acidic can be 
made more alkaline by adding 
potassium carbonate which, 
along with calcium carbonate, 
is present in wood ash. How-
ever, with pH levels too high 
or too low, plants may not be 
able to absorb the nutrients 
they need. A simple test kit to 
measure the pH level of your 
soil is available from most 
garden centres. So save your 
wood ash, not only is it good 
for the garden, sprinkled 
around delicate plants it will 
help to keep the slugs and 
snails at bay too.

GARDENING IN JANUARY

Rising from the ashes

:: CAROLINE SELLERS
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T
he year ahead promises to 
be rollercoaster of ups and 
downs with a lot of 
changes for everyone, 

whether they are here or abroad. 
Cassandra Nye gives us a breakdown 
of the predictions for each star sign 
for 2019. 

 

Aquarius 
21 January - 19 
February 

Well, here we 
go again! Ura-
nus is stirring 
the pot of 
change and will 
soon be joined by Taurus.  

Here and there, you see odd 
flashes of where you are heading and 
it looks good. Work-wise there is a 
need to get up to date and be ahead 
of the competition, or at least up 
with colleagues. As you know, you 
are very adaptable - clearly this is go-
ing to be a part of a new you.  

Relationships need a bit of a 
shake-up as there is sometimes the 
tendency to take others for granted. 
What you see is what you get, right? 
If closeness is what is desired, 
though, a lot more effort in the ro-
mantic stakes is needed.  

Maybe a holiday based around 
what your partner wants rather than 
what you think they should want? 

Overall: A year of honesty, 
changes and leaps into the future. 
Do your best. 

 

Pisces 
20 February – 
20 March 

As the year be-
gins, the 
changes you 
hoped for seem 
slow to come, 
but bide your time.  

In spring, Uranus brings the 
push you need to move ahead. A 
sense of freedom to be yourself 
takes over. 

What has changed? Probably 
very little but your own attitude. 
This could be triggered by some-
one new in your life, perhaps some-

one very similar who understands 
your quirky ways. To be appreci-
ated for who you really are is a 
great confidence builder.  

You know all of those things 
from the past that you dwell on? 
Yes, those things that nibble away 
at you and affect the future before 
it even arrives? Jettison those 
thoughts. You are unique. Only 
those who like that need apply for 
the job of friend, partner or lover! 
Pisces, this is truly your year. 

Overall: A revelation and, by the 
time autumn comes, a feeling of be-
ing truly free will too. 

 

AAries  
21 March – 20 
April 

Right from the 
beginning of 
this year, your 
enthusiasm for 
the future is 
fired up.  

Uranus is encouraging you to 
make real changes. Some give you 
pause for thought and yet you know 
they are meant to be. You flit from 
one area to another without taking 
too much in. Even so, when your 
dreams start to show the way ahead, 
thoughts turn more long-term.  

How are you going to be able to 
get where you want to be without 
upsetting anyone?  

Bring your passions into line, as 
Neptune urges you to look deeper 
inside of yourself. You will need vi-
sion and courage to go for what you 
really want. Giving more quality 
time to your relationships means 
sharing your thoughts, ambitions 
and feelings. 

Overall: A year that makes de-
mands of you but brings rewards of 
which you can only dream. 

 

Taurus  
21 April – 21 May  

The planets do 
a dance around 
your life this 
year that may 
truly make 

your head spin! Change is in 
the centre of it all (not some-
thing that you’re over-fond 
of).  

So, what is wrong with 
your life at the moment? 
Probably not very much, but 
you are being urged to do 
better. Being yourself is not 
always easy. Take charge, 
Taurus! Don’t sit at the gate 
snorting, barge through it!  

Progress at work gives you 
more independence and this 
is the area in which you can 
truly thrive. Be admired for your 
courage, enthusiasm and confi-
dence, not your willingness to go 
with the flow.  

Relationships are there for your 
satisfaction and enjoyment, not 
to tie you down and stifle your tal-
ents. When you believe this, your 
mind will open. 

Overall: A year in which you will 
learn much about others and, even-
tually, find out those who are good 
for you.  

 

Gemini  
22 May – 21 June 

This is the year 
when you truly 
start to value 
your own be-
liefs and tal-
ents. Of course 
it is hard for 
any of us to see 
ourselves clearly. We are biased 
and tend to value ourselves accord-
ing to others. This means that any 
negative comments go right to the 
heart of our confidence, either 
boosting it or (more likely) chip-
ping away at it. Enough, Gemini!  

Now is the time to get rid of any 
negative influences. Develop re-
lationships with people who ap-
preciate and support you. Using 
your imagination, especially if it 
is attached to work, brings a highly 
creative burst of innovation.  

Of course you remain a bit of a 
social butterfly. What is a passion 
to you one minute could become 
boring the next. For that reason 

you 
n e e d  
to be 
honest and 
open, espe-
cially when it 
comes to love and ro-
mance. 

Overall: A year in which you be-
come stronger, more determined 
and able to enjoy life as it comes. 

 

Cancer  
22 June – 23 July  

A big part of last 
year saw you 
being shunted 
out of your 
comfort zone 
and into awk-
ward situations, 
but by this spring, life becomes more 
ordered. Even so, your most crea-
tive moments and ideas will come 
out of the blue. This is likely to be 
because you decide to go with the 
flow a bit more and stop fretting.  

Spontaneous journeys take you 
to new places and people. Meeting 
like-minded folk makes such a dif-
ference to your mood and feelings 
of security.  

You are happy to take responsibil-
ity but don’t want to be bogged down 
with it. There is a sense of wanting 

m o r e  
freedom to grow and experience new 
things. Give priority to your own 
health and wellbeing. Show appre-
ciation for what you have in this area 
and give up any bad habits. Who needs 
them anyway? Not you, Cancer! 

Overall: A year in which you 
need to show your confidence and 
build on your ability to influence 
others. 

 

Leo  
24 July – 23 
August 

With your 
naturally high 
standards and 
expectations 
of others, you 
are sometimes bound to be disap-
pointed. When others fail, you some-
how feel it in a personal way, but 
this is set to be a year when you fi-
nally get rid of any negative people 
or things in your life.  

The freedom of mind and body 

Your stars for 2019
Work, travel, relationships, health, love and finances; 
what will your stars bring you this year?
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and the joy of feeling at one with 
yourself can be stripped away if you 

take on too much.  
This year, a deep personal 
fulfilment comes with your 

partner (who some of you 
have yet to meet!) and 

they help you to look 
after yourself and 

your wellbeing.  
The best times 

ahead are when 
you decide to 
live in the pre-
sent. 

Here is 
where the 
best memo-
ries are made 
and personal 
growth flour-
ishes. 

Overall: A 
year in which 
you nourish 

your inner self 
and where you 

want to be is 
where you must 

go.  

 Virgo  
24 August – 23 

September 

A s  
t h i s  

new year 
begins, you 

may have the 
sensation of 
treading wa-
ter. Your ef-
forts are on-

going but nothing much seems to 
be happening. However, think again.  

Gradually, the future takes on a 
different look. This is a wonderful 
year to build on your relationships. 
Encourage and nourish those that 
are kind and positive.  

When pushed for time (you do 
sometimes take too much on), ask 
for help or involve those colleagues 
who are willing. Remember that 
others need to build their confi-
dence, so be generous with your 
praise and advice.  

Romantically, it is important to 
pay attention to your special friends, 
even if you are busy. A few well-cho-
sen words can make someone feel 
closer to you, even if you are not to-
gether. 

Overall: A year when you can 
afford to be less critical of yourself 
and learn to love the person oth-
ers see. 

 

Libra  
24 
September – 
23 October  

Being able to 
see the 
funny side is 
what will 
help to fire 
you through the year ahead. Per-
fect situations are what you like 
but there will be few of those. In-
stead, the unexpected and down-
right bizarre take their place.  

Should you ever feel like a fish 
out of water, take charge. This can 
mean anything from asserting your 

view, to just walking away. Because 
you always think the best of oth-
ers, it surprises you that others do 
not understand your motives. Well, 
have you ever told them? And be-
ing someone who is generally self-
sufficient (I’ll sort out my own 
problems), sometimes others as-
sume they know you.  

Those who are looking for some-
one special should keep looking. 
When you find them you will 
know it was worthwhile. Really, 
polish up that optimism! 

Overall: A year in which you 
find out who you are and what you 
need to move ahead. 

 

Scorpio  
24 October  
–  22 
November  

Still seeing 
a certain 
amount of 
d i s r u p -
tion due to 
Uranus on 
your tail - determination is key. 
The planets are urging you to keep 
moving forward. Not always a good 
place to be. However, in business 
and personal ambitions this can be 
very rewarding.  

A bit of adventure and the odd 
challenge keep your mind and body 
sharp. There is a great deal of power 
in your chart and most of it comes 
from one place - you! Be aware that, 
in order to win the game, you do 
not always need to run ahead of 
the ball.  

Using your experience and one 
or two sharp turns can see you 
score big-time. Share your feelings 
and dreams with someone special 
or just take special note of them 
yourself. Know where you are go-
ing, Scorpio. Start to enjoy the jour-
ney. 

Overall: a year in which you 
need to understand your needs and 
motives. Easy-peasy. What do you 
want? 

 

Sagittarius  
23 November  
– 21 
December  

A wonderful 
year is ahead 
for you, Sag-
ittarius. To 
make the 
most of it, 
keep moving 
forward. You may think that you 
do not want to change very much. 
Fair enough. Even so your curios-
ity leads you down the streets of 
your imagination.  

Where family are involved, there 
is not the problem of having to 
spend time away if you communi-
cate. All in all, there is a strong air 
of optimism. Good old Jupiter, eh? 
One word of caution. Being lulled 
into a dreamlike state may be nice 
but can be dangerous. 

 Stay sharp when it comes to 
folk you do not know very well 
and keep your secrets and purse 
well under cover. You don’t like to 
be told what to do but sometimes 

your friends have a point to make. 
Common sense must have a place 
in the everyday life of an adven-
turer such as you. 

Overall: A year of adventure and 
optimism in which you need to be 
at your impressive best and make 
the right moves. 

 

Capricorn 
22 December  
– 20 January  

Last year 
stirred you 
up enough to 
bring out 
your deter-
m i n a t i o n .  
This continues right through the 
year, and you can look forward to 
the entry of Saturn as a period of 
greater optimism and stability. 
Much as you like to be in charge, 
there will be times when events 
overtake you. However, you can 
and do influence events, just not 
all of them!  

There are challenges ahead (and 
you know how much you love 
those!) but the joy of being able to 
meet them is so, so satisfying. Be-
ing asked to look inside your own 
mind can be uncomfortable but 
can show you what is really worth 
having.  

Partners of any kind expect a lit-
tle more from you now and you 
should be willing to face that. A 
parting of the ways? Maybe. 

Overall: A year for being realis-
tic and gaining the knowledge and 
experience to carry you forward.
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T
here are no reliable fig-
ures about how often 
we eat meat. Some peo-
ple eat it daily, others 

twice a week; some say they re-
fuse to eat dead animals, and oth-
ers simply say they don’t like it. 

What is becoming increasingly 
common is that the other option 
one step further than vegetarian-
ism – veganism – is making big 
strides, and becoming, on a sea-
sonal level, an option for the ‘dry 
January’ type dieters. Would it be 
an exaggeration to call it a fad?  

While there is little doubt that 
giving our livers a rest for a 
month can do no harm, and 
probably has some benefit, there 
is a complete lack of scientific or 
medical evidence that shows the 
same is true of a temporary ve-
gan, or even vegetarian, diet.  

Periods of alimentary deprival 
have been practised by virtually 
all the world’s religions. Fasting is 
taken to what many people will 
consider an extreme level by the 
Mormons, who fast on the first 
day of every month. Christians 
have their Lenten period, and if 
we add in the Jews, Buddhists, 
Muslims, Taoists, Hindus, etc, the 
list is almost endless. The reality 
is that there are two ways to fast: 
either by eliminating a type of 
food, or by going without food 
completely for a period. 

This puts Muslims, for exam-
ple, at a severe inconvenience in 
comparison with other religions, 
as even on the hottest days dur-
ing Ramadan they cannot drink 

water.  
Conversely, a practising Catho-

lic will foreswear meat for the 
Lenten period, but that is hardly 
stressful unless you are a Texan 
and cannot exist without a daily 
steak. But relief is at hand. 

A Californian company, funded 
by Bill Gates and Leonardo DiCa-
prio, has developed a type of arti-
ficial chicken that is indistin-
guishable from the real thing. Its 
other advantage is that it has 
been accepted by religious 
authorities as ‘non-meat’ for fast-
ing purposes. The day cannot be 
too far off when Muslims will 
have a little, mullah-approved, 
pill they can take during Rama-
dan that will stave off hunger and 
thirst during the day.

ANDREW J. LINN 

VEGANUARY  

Dehesa de Luna Garnacha 

Blanca 2017 

Even the most astute wine critic 
would be stretched by this one. 
The Albacete region must be one 
of Spain’s least-known areas, and 
certainly not a region that is rec-
ognised by wine-lovers. However 
this superb 90% Garnacha (with a 
smidgen of Viognier) is a revela-
tion. Just one of a 
range of organic 
wine, costing 10 
euros, it can be 
bought online 
(https://dehesade-
luna.com/en).

WINE OF THE WEEK

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

MARBELLA. The seafront in Mar-
bella won’t be the same any more. 
Santiago Domínguez, founder, 
owner and soul of the Marisquería 
Santiago is about to do something 
that no-one has expected - retire. 
Now 80, he has worked for 75 
years, starting at the age of five 
helping his family in the fields 
around Vadocondes in Burgos 
where he was born.  

The restaurante has been sold 
to El Urogallo, a group of Asturian 
businessmen with five restaurants 
in Madrid and this will be their 
first venture in Andalucía. The Ma-
risquería Santiago, which will keep 
its name, staff and menu, is known 
as the most emblematic restaurant 
in Marbella. In a town which has 
a total of six Michelin stars, the 
biggest concentration in Andalucía, 
and which is in the vanguard of 
gastronomic innovation, Santiago 
continued with the recipes he had 
used all his life.  

The sale includes the main res-
taurant and the tavern on the first 
floor on the Avenida del Mar. San-
tiago will keep the adjoining prop-
erty, which will be operated 
autonomously. In this way he will 
be free to carry on serving his 
countless friends.  

Santiago’s career forms part of 
the history of the Costa del Sol 
town since 1957, when Marbella 
wasn’t yet a tourist destination. 
He opened a chiringuito (beach 
bar) with his brother on the beach 
in front of the present restaurant.  

Before he arrived in Marbella at 
the age of 20, he had already made 
sacrifices in his desire to do well. Af-
ter leaving his hometown, he went 
to Madrid and then London where 
he took his first steps in his trade. He 
then headed to southern Spain, a de-
cision which he has not regretted.  

Seven years after opening the 
chiringuito he moved to premises 
in Calle Antonio Belón and then 
in 1972, for 45 million pesetas, he 

acquired the building right by the 
beach. There he became one of the 
main characters in Marbella’s 
Golden Age during the 1970s.  

In the summer of 2015, he closed 
the restaurant for the first time in 
its history, for two months for 
renovations. He continued with 
even more verve until he made the 
decision to sell last year.  

His sixty-year career ran through 
many different eras and his diners 
have included celebrities from the 

world of politics, business and cul-
ture. The list is endless but includes 
Charles de Gaulle, Helmut Kohl, 
Sophia Loren, Anthony Quinn, 
Grace Kelly, Liza Minelli, Aristotle 
Onassis and Jacqueline Kennedy. 
In a final act before closing, San-
tiago organised a charity event 
which raised 11,000 euros towards 
the purchase of bionic prosthetic 
limbs for Sarah Almagro, the young 
Marbella girl who lost her arms and 
legs to a rare bacterial infection. 

Santiago Domínguez in the kitchen of his restaurant. :: SUR

The chef’s sixty-year 
career has made him 
an icon in Marbella 
with his restaurant 
being a popular venue 
for the rich and famous

The end of an era at Santiago’s 

Jacqueline Kennedy with Santiago. :: SUR
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EXHIBITIONS 

Biennial Contemporary Art 
 Marbella. Cultural Centre 
Kunsthaus Berlin, Poligono Nueva 
Campana local 2 Nueva Andalucía . 
In collaboration with the Fred Frie-
drich Foundation, Marbella town  
hall and the Mexican Ambassador 
in Spain, Don Raphael de la Ma-
drid. Fifteen local and international 
artists are exhibiting their work. 
info@redaktionkhbm.de 

Alpino Club 
San Pedro de Alcántara. Until 4 
January. Centro Cultural San Pe-
dro, Plaza de la Libertad.   
Fifty photos showing the 35 year 
history of the club including some 
of the expedition to scale the 
Himalayas. 

Magpie International Art 
Gallery 
Marbella. From 7 January until 22 
February. C/Virgen del Pilar.  
A special exhibition of unique jew-
ellery designed for the Belgian 
company Embellie Bijoux by artist 
Nathalie Laroche, will be on dis-
play. There is also an exhibition of 
neon artwork by Darren West.  

Benezra Gallery 
 Marbella. Until 8 January. Avda 
Tomás Pascual, Urb La Quinta 
Golf. 
Yugoslavian artist Sonya Radan is 
exhibiting some of her work at the 
gallery.   

Giovanni Ozzola  
 Ronda. Until 25 January. Museo 
Unicaja Joaquín Peinado. 
Italian artist Giovanni Ozzola is ex-
hibiting some of his works. They 
include different formats such as 
video, photography and sculpture. 

Movimiento Espartaco 
 Marbella. Until 18 April 2020. 
Museo Ralli Marbella. 
For the first time in Spain, an ex-
hibition of works by the Argen-
tinian collective of the 60s who 
expressed the political and social 
proble ms of the country through 
their art. 

Permanent exhibition 
 Marbella. Museo Ralli Marbella. 
Recent additions to the perma-
nent exhibition at the Museo 
Ralli includes works by artists 
such as Rufino Tamayo and Erne-
sto Deira. 

Ernst Kraft 
Malaga. Botanical gardens ‘La 
Concepción’.  
A sculpture ‘The Tree of Life’ by 

Ernst Kraft will be on permanent 
display in the gardens on the lawns 
next to the pond. The minimalist 
structure of iron rods is five metres 
tall and is based on the pre-phara-
onic pictogram representing the 
union of heaven and the under-
world. 

The Russian museum 
 Malaga. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 
Sor Teresa Prat. Tues-Sun 9.30am - 
10pm. 
One of the seasonal exhibitions at 
the museum includes works by Ka-
zimir Malévich, famous for his col-
ourful abstract works. They follow 
his creative development which re-
sulted in the suprematism move-
ment. The other seasonal exhibi-
tion features works by David Bur-
liuk, known as the Father of Rus-
sian Futurism. Both exhibitions 
end 3 February. The permanent ex-
hibition, also running until Febru-
ary is entitled ‘Radiante Porvenir. 
El Realismo Soviético’ and consists 
of 132 works, many on loan from 
the museum in Saint Petersburg. 
The collection covers the period be-
tween the 30s and the 50s in Rus-
sia, a time of great controversy. The 
interior staircase of the museum 
has an abstract painting by D. 
Darko and entitled ‘Primer 
Movimiento’, completed as part of 
Málaga de Festival Cine en Es-
pañol. It is on display until March. 

La Infancia 
Malaga. Until 27 January. Museo 
Félix Revello de Toro  
Eleven oil paintings completed 
between 1973 and 2016 by Félix 
Revello de Toro all featuring 
children.The exhibition coincides 
with the eighth anniversary of the 
opening of the museum.  

Ruiz de Luna 
 Malaga. Museo Municipal del Patri-
monio (MUPAM), Paseo de Reding. 
An exhibition dedicated to the 
Ruiz de Luna ceramic dynasty. 
Around 300 pieces are on display 
including ceramics, drawings, wa-
tercolours and sculptures. 

Malaga Glass Museum  
Malaga. Permanent exhibition. 
Plazuela Santísimo Cristo de la 
Sangre. 
The glass museum has two new 
glass panels on display that have 
been painstakingly restored. They 
were both made by the Spanish 
company Mauméjean. 

Imagination Museum 
Malaga. Permanent exhibition. 
Calle Martínez Campos 13, Soho.  
Toys, drawings, contraptions and 
sets which play with science, the 

senses and how we perceive things 

‘Neighbours IV’ 
 Malaga. Permanent collection. 
Centro de Arte Contemporáneo, 
Calle Alemania.  
Works by local Malaga artists are 
on display in ‘Neighbours IV’. 
Many different techniques and 
subjects are included. 

Guitar legacy 
 Malaga. Museo Interactivo de 
Música Málaga (MIMMA). 
The museum is exhibiting instru-
ments, documents and tools be-
longing to the Domínguez family. 
The workshop of Francisco Domín-
guez Valderrama and then his son 
José Domínguez García, was the 
last of the Malaga school of guitar 
makers which was started in the 
seventeeth century. They carried 
on the legendary Casa Lorca tradi-
tion making guitars, lutes and ban-
durrias (a type of lute).     

Fashion exhibition  
Malaga. Until 8 January. Museo 
Automovilístico y de la Moda. 
Beautiful dresses and hats, each 
one a work of art, from the 40s 
and 50s when the aristocrats and 
famous had their clothes made by 
top designers in luxurious silks 
and decorated with diamantes, 
crystals,  feathers and precious 
stones.  

Mimi Ripoll 
Malaga. Until March. The staircase 
to ‘Colección Utopías Modernas, 
Centro Pompidou. Free. 
‘Melodías Rítmicas is the title of 
the exhibition which uses strong 
symbolism using black lines, 
shapes and textures which change 
in the natural light that floods in 
from the stairway next to the col-
lection. 

Pepe España 
Malaga. Until 30 January. Mu-
seum Jorge Rando.  
A collective exhibition of forgotten 
Malaga artists starting with José 
Luis Jiménez España, known as 
Pepe España.   

Picasso’s Aquatints 
Malaga. Until 3 February. Picasso 
Museo Casa Natal.  
Similar to the process for making 
etchings, Picasso made aquatints 
with acid on metal plaques from 
which he then printed off his im-
ages.   

San Telmo Escuela de Arte 
Malaga. Until 31 January. Sala Mo-

reno Villa, C/Merced. 
Students at the San Telmo school 
will be exhibiting their work cover-
ing a broad selection of subject 
matter and styles.   

Galería JM 
Malaga. Until 11 January. Duquesa 
de Parcent 12.   
Los Sueños de Dante is the name of 
the latest exhibition. It is a display 
of works by Daniel Cuberta, 
Federico Guzmán, Judith Samen, 
José Luís Valverde and Santiago 
Ydañez. More info:  galeria@gale-
riajm.com 

Más Arte 
Malaga. Until 11 January 2019. 
Restaurante Castaño Oscuro, next 
to El Corte Inglés.  
Sixteen artists with distinctive 
styles and using various media will 
be exhibiting their works entitled 
’GastroArte’ inside the restaurant. 
The exhibition has been organised 
by the Más Arte group.  

Museo de Moda, Malaga

Revello de Toro, Malaga

Mimi Ripoll, Pompidou Malaga

Galería JM, Malaga
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EXHIBITIONS 

Pianos of Malaga 
Malaga. Until 13 January 2019. El 
Museo del Patrimonio Municipal.  
An exhibition exploring the crea-
tion and playing of the piano. 

College of Architects 
Malaga. Until 20 January. Sala La 
Concha, Museo de Patrimonio 
Municipal. 
Around 70 works selected from the 
contemporary art held at the 
Malaga College of Architects. 

Referencias Andaluzas 
 Malaga. Until 3 February. Museo 
Picasso Malaga. 
A collection of works demonstrat-
ing the influence of Mediterranean 
culture on Picasso’s art. 

Inflatable art 
Malaga. Until 10 February, 9.30am 
- 8pm. Centro Pompidou. 
An exhibition ‘Constuir el aire. Ar-
quitectura y diseño hinchable, 
1960-1975’ is based on inflatable 
furniture and other objects that 
were designed in the period be-

tween 1960 and 1975.  

Malaga Cathedral 
Malaga. Until 28 February, 10am - 
6pm.  
‘Unfinished Symphony’ is the ti-
tle of the exhibition at Malaga 
Cathedral. It demonstrates the 
development process of the ca-
thedral which has been in con-
struction through several peri-
ods of history from the Renais-
sance, from 1527 to 15 88; and 
the Baroque, from 1721 until 
1782. This architectural treasure 
is yet to be completed. 

La Furia del Color 
Malaga. Until 3 March. Carmen 
Thyssen Museum.  
The museum is exhibiting a selec-
tion of works by Francisco Iturrino 
commissioned by Lourdes Moreno.  

José María Báez 
 Malaga. Until 10 March. Centro de 
Arte Contempóraneo. 
Around 150 works by artist José 
María Báez (Jerez de la Frontera, 
Cádiz, 1949), are on display. 

Dionisio González 
Malaga. Until 17 March, Centro de 
Arte Contempóraneo.  
Parresia y Lugar is the latest 
exhibition at the CAC in Malaga. 
It is the most important solo 
exhibition by Dionisio González  
in Spain in recent years. Around 
a hundred works are on display, 
among them photographs, 
videos, holographic prisms and 
scale models. 

Cristóbal Toral 
Antequera. Until 26 April. Museo 
de la Ciudad de Antequera. 
Internationally famous, local artist 
Cristóbal Toral returns to his roots 
with a magnificent exhibition of 
over fifty of his large format works. 
The paintings were created over 
the last forty years and there is also 
a display he has made comprising 
500 suitcases and holdalls.  

Exotic Vibrations 
Mijas. Mijas Tourist Office, Mijas 
Pueblo. 
Seven international artists living 
and working on Costa del Sol will 
be displaying original artworks in 
oils, pastels, watercolours, textiles, 
silk paintings and acrylics. Also 
greeting cards and miniature art. 

Torremolinos Chic 
 Torremolinos. Permanent exhibi-
tion, Casa de los Navajas. 
An exhibition of photographs 
taken in the 60s and 70s entitled 
Torremolinos Chic. It features 
around twenty photographs 
including one of the legendary 
Bridget Bardot posing on Carihuela 
beach in a Cordobés hat. 

Picasso ceramics 
 Mijas. Permanent exhibition. Cen-
tro de Arte Contemporáneo, Mijas, 
Calle Málaga, 11am - 7pm. 
An exhibition of 44 ceramics cre-
ated by Malaga artist, Pablo Ruiz 
Picasso. 

Pilar Peña 
Mijas. Until 7 January. Casa Museo 

de Mijas. 
An exhibition of paintings by local 
artist Pilar Peña.  

Mau Pavón 
La Cala de Mijas. Until 28 January. 
Centro Cultural. 
Mauricio Pavón uses a bright pallet 
of colours for his ‘experimental’ 
works. 

Galería Krabbe  
Frigiliana. Until 8 January. 
C/Rosarico.  
The Christmas exhibition at the 
Galería Krabbe consists of Dorthe 
Krabbe’s recent ceramic sculptures 
accompanied by lithographs by 
Danish artist Lars Nørgård. It in-
cludes the world’s largest colour 
lithograph (200x280cm), created 
in collaboration with Christian 
Bramsen at Atelier Clot, Bramsen 
and Brunholt, in Paris. Email: gale-
riakrabbe@gmail.com 

María Zambrano 
 Vélez-Málaga. Permanent exhibi-
tion. Palacio de Beniel de Vélez-
Málaga. Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm.   
An exploration into the life and 
works of Malaga-born philosopher 
and writer María Zambrano.  
For further information call 
952500244. 

Marine collection 
 Vélez-Málaga. La Sala de 
Mezquitilla.   
Francisco Javier Pastor Daga started 
collecting sea shells when he was 
little and went on to form a collec-
tion of shells, fossils and examples 
of marine life totalling over 1,500 
pieces. He is also a talented wood-
carver winning second prize for his 
work from the Universidad de Bel-
las Artes in Seville in 2016. 

‘Buly’ exhibition 
 Vélez-Málaga. Until 10 February. 
Centro de Arte Contemporáneo.   
Huelva artist Aurelio Díaz Trillo, 
known as ‘Buly’, is exhibiting nine 
of his works which include draw-

ings, paintings and sculptures.  

Impressionism & photography 
Algeciras. Until 28 December. 
Galería UFCA.  
Exhibition by Manuela Quirós, 
from Algeciras, a photographer 
who alongside her digital images 
has a series of paintings that com-
plement her photography.  

Collective exhibition 
 Almuñécar. Until 6 January.  C/Vé-
lez 2.   
Art work by Beatriz Peñalver, An-
nabel Keatley, Gym Halama, Carlos 
Márquez, Javier Domenech.  

Nativity scene 
 Torremolinos. Until 6 January.  
Lower floor of the town hall.  
The town hall Nativity Scene is 
open for visitors 9am-1.30pm and 
5.30-7.30pm week days and 10am-
2pm, 5.30-7.30pm Saturdays and 
Sundays.  

CHARITY 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Estepona. Auditorio Felipe VI 
44 January, 8pm. 10€. 
A charity performance for Mirada 
Libre and the Asociación Gatos y 
Amigos which were badly affected 
by the flooding last October. Tick-
ets available from either of the 
charities. Conducted by Georg 
Mark, the orchestra will play pieces 
by J Strauss, C. M. Ziehrer and R. 
Heuberger. 

MUSIC & DANCE  

1980 Pop festival 
Malaga. 29 December, 10.30pm. 
París 15. 30€. 
The ‘Mi Generación, el Tour 2018 
de 1980 Pop Festival’ arrives in 
Malaga bringing with it some of 
the great names in Spanish pop 
music from that era.   

Galería Krabbe, Frigiliana

Furia de color, Malaga

José M. Báez, CAC Malaga

Toral, Antequera.
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Louie Louie Live 
Estepona. Louie Louie Bar.   
228 December, midnight. Pantano 
and Briatore. 10€.  
29 December, midnight . Top Se-
cret. 2€.  
31 December, from 9.30pm.  DJ 
Rubén and the KP Band. 10€. 

Classical music mornings 
Malaga. One Sunday a month at 
midday. El Palacio de la Aduana. 
In total there will be thirteen con-
certs consisting of jazz, flamenco, 
Gregorian, gospel, chamber music 
and processional marches. Mem-
bers of the Orquesta Filarmónica 
de Málaga, the Orquesta Jóven de 
Andalucía, the Escuela Reina Sofia, 
the Jóven Orquesta Nacional de Es-
paña and the Las Chapas choir from 
Marbella will be performing 
among others. www.orquestafilar-
monicademalaga.com 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Estepona. Auditorio Felipe VI 
4 January, 8pm. 10€. 
A charity performance for Mirada 

Libre and the Asociación Gatos y 
Amigos which were badly affected 
by the flooding last October. Tick-
ets available from either of the 
charities. 

  Daniel Amat and Francis Posé  

Estepona. 11 January, 8pm. Centro 
Cultural Padre Manuel. Free. 
Latin jazz concert with pianist 
Daniel Amat and double bass 
player Francis Posé presenting 
their new album ‘Hermano’.  

  Música Con Encanto   

Marbella. 20 January, 4.30pm, 
7pm. Vasari Centre, Urb La 
Alzambra, Puerto Banús. 25€ 
‘Seekers of the Truth’a perform-
ance by Danzas Sagrados de 
Gurdjieff. Info: http://www.musi-
caconencanto.org  Tickets: 689 
000 944  

Orfeón del Universitario choir 
Malaga. 5 January, On the steps of 
Malaga cathedral after the 
procession of the Three Kings.. 
The Escalonia del Orfeón Univer-
sitario will be in concert on the 
steps of the cathedral.   

Rob Sas band 
 Estepona. 19 January, 11.45pm. 
Louie Louie Bar. 
The Rob Sas band will be perform-
ing rock hits.  

LECTURES  

Essential Christianity 
Estepona. Wednesday evenings, 

7.30pm.  
Revd Adrian Low, the Church of 
England Chaplain to the Anglican 
Church in Costa del Sol West, will 
be leading a course, in English 
entitled ‘Essential Christianity’.  
It is open to all (14 years upwards) 
who want to find out what 
Christianity is about, the beliefs of 
the Christian church, the sources 
of the Bible and the relevance of 
the faith in the world today. At the 
end of the course, you can be 
‘confirmed’ as an Anglican.  
www.costachurch.com. 

U3A Lectures 
Fuengirola. Lux Mundi reference 
Library, free to members, guests 
5€. Email: u3afuengi-
rola@gmail.com 
History: 
The Hanoverian Kings 
15 January, 10.45am-12.15pm. 
Why did Great Britain need a 
monarch from another country? 
Where was Hanover? The early life 
of George Louis- George I. Lecturer 

is Kay White. 
 
Art History: 
Kazimir  Malevich 
16 January, 11am. 
An illustrated talk about the 
Russian artist. This will 
complement the exhibition in the 
Russian Museum Malaga which 
closes on 3 Feb. 
 
Inspirational opera and ballet: 
Handel’s Acis and Galatea 
14 January, 11am-12.30pm. Group 
leader: Patrick Shaw. 
 
Debate and Discussion:  
‘Political Correctness, Opening Our 
Eyes Or Closing Our Minds?’ 
16 January, 1-2.30pm. 
Opposing speakers welcome.  
 
A Mixed Bag:  
‘The Natural History of Australasia: 
The Start of Australia’. 
13 November, weekly, midday to 
1pm. 
This series of DVDs explores why 
the wildlife of Australasia is so 
special – a mix of the surprising, the 

strange and the deadly.  
 
Science and technology:  
‘Why Quantum Mechanics?’ 
9 January, 11am. 
An understanding of Classical 
Physics enabled the Industrial 
Revolution to happen, and the 
recent technological revolution 
could only happen with an 
understanding of Quantum 
Mechanics. We’ll look at the 
development of QM in a historical 
context. 
 
Poetry Circle:  
7 January, 11am. 
A meeting to discuss topics for the 
coming year. 

FESTIVALS 

Fiesta San Hilario de Poitiers 
Comares. 13 January.  
To coincide with the anniversary of 
the death of the French bishop, 
Hilario de Poitiers, the village holds 
a fiesta with verdiales bands and  
huge paella.  

Art History lecture, Fuengirola

Daniel Amat, Estepona.

Rob Sas Band. Estepona
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FLAMENCO  

Flamenco in the Museum  
Malaga. Museo de Arte Flamenco 
Peña Juan Breva, C/Ramón Fran-
quelo. 8.30pm. 
110 January. María ‘La Manzanilla’ 
and dance group. 
17 January. Dani Heredía and fla-
menco group. 
19 January. Mariola Marín and fla-
menco group. 
24 January. Marta Cañizares and 
flamenco group. 
26 January. Fernando San Juan and 
flamenco group. 
31 January. Alejandro Estrada and 
flamenco group. 
For information and bookings call 
687 607 526 or email: info@fla-
menka.com 

EVENTS 

Nativity scenes in Malaga city 
 Malaga A route map to see these 
can be found on ChatBot Victoria la 
Malagueña which can be entered 
via Google. 
Municipal nativity. Malaga town 
hall, Avda de Cervantes 4.  
Until 6 January. 
Hermandad del Sepulcro. Calle Al-
cazabilla 5.  
Until 5 January. 
Asoc. Belenista de Málaga La Alcaz-
aba. Salón de Trono, Calle Hilera 2.  
Until 6 January.  
Napolitan style nativity. Museo 
Cofradía. Calle Hilera 2.  
Until 19 January. 
Hermandad de la Sagrada Cena. 
C/Compañía 44.  
Until 5 January. 
Asoc. Pro-Tradiciones Malagueñas 
La Coracha. Subida La Coracha, 1.  
Until 5 January.  
Peña Casa de Melilla. Pasaje de Be-
goña, 3.  

Until 5 January. 
Cofradía de Estudiantes, Asoc. 
Cultural Zegrí. C/Alcazabilla, 3.  
Until 5 January. 
Peña Cortijo de Torre. Avda Ne-
hemías, local 18-19.  
Until 5 January. 
Museo Carmen Thyssen. Archi-
cofradía de los Dolores de San 
Juan. Plaza de Carmen Thyssen.  
Until 13 January. 
Junta Municipal Distrito Bailén Mi-
raflores. Salón de Actos del Centro  
de Recursos  Ciudadanos. C/ 
Martínez Maldonado, 58.  
Until 5 January. 
Avecija Ciudad Jardín. C/Emilio 
Díaz, 18.  
Until 6 January. 
Decojardín-Verdecora. Avda Enri-
que Granados, 3.  
Until 5 January. 
Belén de la Mosca. Peña El Belén, 
C/Escritor Manuel Solano. 
Until 5 January. 

Medieval market 
Villanueva del Rosario. From 4 - 6 
January. 
A market with stalls selling crafts, 
food and drink, a falconry display 
and workshops and activiites for 

children.  

Thespa 
Los Boliches. 30 January, 7.30pm. 
Masonic Hall, Edf Bougainvillea. 
Members 16€, guest 18€. 
The first one-act play will be ‘The 
Visitor’ by Maurine Lee. This will 
be followed by dinner. The second 
play will be ‘The Rose and Crown’ 
by J. B. Priestly. Reservations: 
thespabooking@gmail.com or call: 
622454422 

Christmas bazaar  
La Cala de Mijas. Until 5 January. 
Plaza Super Sol.  
Crafts and gastronomy, live music, 
activities for children. The 28, 29, 
30 December there is an ice rink.  

Christmas market  
Puerto Banús. Until 6 January. 
Muelle de Ribera  
The Three Kings’ pages will be  
accepting letters until 4 January. 
There are stalls selling toys, crafts 
etc.  

The Royal Postman  
Torremolinos. Until 4 January. 
Plaza Costa del Sol. 
The Three Kings’ postman will be 
collecting letters under the new 
pergola erected in the Plaza Costa 
del Sol. 11am-4pm, 5pm-9pm. 

Three Kings’ parades 
Estepona. 5 January. 5pm leaving 
from Avda de Andalucía.  
Around fifteen kilos of sweets and 
thousands of toys will be handed 
out this Saturday.  
Malaga. 5 January. 5pm leaving 
from the Palacio de la Alcazaba. 
Fourteen floats will make up the 
procession, the majority of which 
are new this year. The kings will 
leave the Alcazab at five and the 
procession will start at 6pm from 
the town hall. 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95  www.cinealbeniz.com  
Under The Silver Lake:  22.30 
(every day). 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
Mary Poppins Returns: 12.30 
(every day); 17.00, 19.35, 22.05 
(Tues, Thurs). 
Aquaman: 11.55 (every day); 
17.00, 19.45, 22.30 (Tues, Thurs). 
Spiderman: Into the Spider-
Verse: 12.20, 16.55. 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
Bohemian Rhapsody: 12.00. 
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
12.10. 
Mary Poppins Returns: 12.00, 
16.30, 19.05, 21.40, 0.20. 
The Grinch: 12.00, 15.55.  
Spiderman: Into The Spider-

Verse: 12.15. 
Aquaman: 11.50, 16.05, 18.50, 
21.40, 0.20  
Bumblebee: 12.10, 16.00, 22.30  

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
The Grinch: 11.45 (Sun); 15.40 
(Fri-Sat, Sun). 
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
15.50 (Fri-Sun). 
Aquaman:  17.40 (Mon-Thurs); 
18.00 (Tues); 17.45, 20.15 (Fri-
Sun); 22.30 (every day).  
Mary Poppins Returns: 11.30 
(Sunday); 15.40, 18.05, 20.10 (Fri, 
Sat, Sun); 17.45, 20.05 (Mon-
Thurs). 
Spider Man: Into The Spider-
Verse: 11.30 (Sun); 17.45 (Mon-
Thurs); 18.00 (Fri, Sat, Sun). 
Bumblebee: 15.50 (Fri, Sat, Sun); 
18.00 (Sat-Thurs); 20-15 (Mon-
Thurs). 
Life Itself: 15.50, 18.10, 22.45 
(Fri-Sun); 17.50, 22.30 (Mon-
Thurs). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
André Rieu New Year Concert: 
20.30 (Fri). 
Bumblebee: 13.10 (Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon); 20.30 (Tues). 
Bohemian Rhapsody: 12.49 (Fri, 
Sat, Sun, Mon; 19.40, 22.20 (every 
day). 
Aquaman: 12.00 (Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon).   
Ralph Breaks The Internet: 
12.00 (Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon). 
Spiderman: Into the Spider-
Verse: 12.15 (Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon). 
Mary Poppins Returns: 12.00, 
14.35 (Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon); 19.45 
(Tues, Wed, Thurs).

The Three Kings

Medieval market
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L
ike some of the 
other provinces in 
Andalucía, Cor-
doba can boast an 

interesting mining his-
tory, especially in its most 
northerly area, close to the 
Valle de los Pedroches.  

To be exact, this is the 
area called Alto Guadiato, 
which is part of the valley 
of the same name, and at 
one time it used to have a 
very prosperous mining 
industry. This is especially 
evident even today, from 
the landscapes and the 
way it has preserved its in-
dustrial heritage.  

Two days in Alto 
Guadiato 
Car + Walking.  

Journey time: Two and 

a half hours from 

Malaga to Bélmez. 

Mine & Museum visits: 

Six hours. 

Castles: Three hours.

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES

The railway at Peñarroya-Pueblonuevo. :: AYTO PEÑARROYA

QUICK GUIDE 

What to see in the  
Alto Guadiato 
Geology and Mining 

Museum. Exhibition of 

minerals and fossils from 

all over the world. 

Carretera de la Estación , 

s/n - Polígono Industrial 

La Papelara, s/n. 14200 

Peñarroya-Pueblonuevo. 

 
Copper Museum. A for-

mer Guardia Civil sta-

tion which now houses 

an exhibition about 

copper mining in the 

region.  

C/. Acera del Cuartel Viejo, 

s/n. 14350. Cerro Muriano  

(Obejo y Córdoba).  

 
History Museum of Bél-

mez and its Mining 

Territory. Valuable 

collection of archaeolo-

gical pieces, fossils and 

mining items from the 

Alto Guadiato. 

Calle Córdoba, 3. 14240 

Bélmez. 

 
Bélmez castle. A for-

tress dating back to 

Moorish times. 

Cerro del Castillo, s/n. 

14240 Bélmez. 

 
Aurelio Teno collection. 

A display of works by 

avant-garde artists.  

Monasterio de Pedrique 

14210 Villaharta.

There are several muse-
ums based on mining in 
this area in the north of 
Cordoba province, and the 
remains of some of the 
mines upon which the lo-
cal economy thrived can 
also be visited.  

 The villages of Espiel, 
Fuente Obejuna, Bélmez 
and Peñarroya-Pueblo-
nuevo lie within what was 
at one time the coal min-
ing basin of the Alto 
Guadiato, and they are 
home not only to some im-
portant remains from the 
mining industry but also 
museums based on mining 

and the geology of the 
area.  

Today, a glimpse of the 
splendour of the 19th cen-
tury mining industry can 
be seen at Cerco de Peñar-
roya-Pueblo Nuevo, as can  
some of the pits which 
were active until only a 
few years ago, such as the 
María mine in the town of 
Fuente Obejuna.   

In addition other vital 
infrastructure from that 
period can still be seen, 
such as the railway station 
which was essential for 
the transportation of coal 
from the area, and the 
houses in which the pit 
managers used to live, 
known as the Barrio Fran-
cés, or French District, 
which still remains today 
in the village of  Peñar-
roya-Pueblonuevo. 

A visit to the museums 
mentioned above is an ex-
cellent way to gain a his-
toric and geological perspec-
tive of the Alto Guadiato 
area. The exhibitions which 
can be seen in the Geologi-
cal and Mining museum in 
Peñarroya-Pueblonuevo, 
the Copper Museum in the 
hamlet of Cerro Muriano 
and the History and Mining 
Territory Museum in 
Bélmez are interesting and 
educational, for adults and 
children alike.   

Of course, the Alto 
Guadiato area has other at-
tractions for visitors, apart 
from the valuable legacy 
from its mining and geo-
logical past. For example, 
it is home to many ancient 
fortresses which have 
been silent witnesses to 
the history of this inter-
esting region in the north 
of Andalucía. 

One example is the cas-
tle of Bélmez, which 
stands on a hill near the 
village of the same name 
and is well worth seeing. It 
is Moorish in origin, and 
was even used during the 
War of Independence.  

Another good example 
is in Espiel, where part of 
the walls of El Vacar castle 
are still standing.  

Seville

Malaga

Cordoba

Huelva

Cadiz

Alto Guadiato





Bélmez castle. :: TURISMO ANDALUZ

The mining 
history of Cordoba

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA
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They are combining 
nanomedicine and 
biotechnology to provide 
personalised treatments 
for cancer, multiple 
sclerosis, heart attacks 
and allergies to antibiotics  

MALAGA. In the corridors the con-
versations are in English, and in the 
offices and laboratories there are 
young people of different nationali-
ties and skin colours. Having research-
ers from all around the world “is a 
great opportunity; they bring a fresh 
approach, a new view of the prob-
lems and a different way of working, 
and that is enriching for everyone,” 
says José Becerra, a professor of Cel-
lular Biology at Malaga University 
and the scientific director of Bion-
and, which is hosting the eight young 
researchers from other countries.  

Four continents 

Clàudia Oliveira is from Portugal, Ana 
Ercegovic Rot is Slovenian, Liliya Ka-
zantseva is Russian but lives in Peru, 
Precious Kwadzo Pomary comes from  
Ghana, Jonas Leuermann is German, 
Vladimir Stamenkovic is Serbian, 
Amene Tesfaye Ayane comes from 
Ethiopia and Ashish Avasthi has come 
to Malaga University from India. 
These eight young people have been 

given a three-year contract as part of 
the Marie Sklodowska-Curie pro-
gramme, financed by the EU, to carry 
out their doctoral theses in Malaga 
in the field of nanomedicine and bio-
technology.   

They were selected from more than 
100 applicants from all over the world, 
which gives an idea of the level of in-
terest in Malaga and this research cen-
tre. The process took a year, and the 

final selection was decided by the 
Agencia Andaluza de Conocimiento, 
with external evaluators to ensure 
that the process was impartial.  

The researchers have completed 
one-third of their stay in Malaga now, 
and the results of their work are al-
ready evident: publication in impor-
tant scientific journals, or new lines 
of research. “They know they have 
to complete their thesis within three 

years, so they are working at a good 
speed,” says José Becerra.  

The medicine of the future, in 
which nanotechnology and biotech-
nology go hand in hand to provide 
new therapies which are practically  
tailor-made for each patient, is being 
investigated by leading research cen-
tres worldwide.  

Malaga has achieved a high rank-
ing on this map of excellence in re-

search thanks to Bionand, the Cen-
tro Andaluz de Nanomedicina y Bio-
tecnología, an institution which in-
cludes Malaga University and the re-
gional ministries of Health and of 
Conocimiento y Universidad.  

Millionth of a millimetre 

In their laboratories, using large elec-
tronic microscopes and latest genera-
tion optics, nuclear magnetic reso-
nance, fluorescence or biolumines-
cence equipment, the researchers are 
working with molecules of unthink-
able dimensions: nanotechnology 
works on the manipulation of mate-
rial with a size equivalent to one-mil-
lionth of a millimetre.  

Few of them knew much about 
Malaga before being selected. Some 
admit they wouldn’t even have been 
able to find it on a map. Now, how-
ever, they are all delighted with their 
decision to come here, not only be-
cause of the state-of-the-art centre 
in which they work and carry out 
their research but also because they 
like the city. 

 Some of them are still struggling 
with the Spanish language, partly be-
cause at Bionand English predomi-
nates. Jonas and Amene are taking 
lessons and Liliya, who speaks it be-
cause of the years she has spent in 
Peru, acts as interpreter. Clàudia, from 
Portugal, also manages to get by in 
Spanish.  

They all came to Bionand because 
they have done previous work, mainly 
for their Masters degree, on 
nanomedicine and biotechnology. “I 
was looking for an important centre 
where I could carry on with my stud-
ies into the chemistry of nanomate-
rials, and I came across Bionand and 
these grants,” says Amene Tesfaye. 

The eight young scientists who are working on their doctoral theses have published articles in 
important journals and opened up new lines of research in their first year of work at Bionand

FRANCISCO 
GUTIÉRREZ

 fgutierrez@diariosur.es

Malaga university attracts international 
talent to research the medicine of the future

Amene Tesfaye Ayane, Precious K. Pomary, Clàudia Oliveira, Ashish Avasthi, Vladimir Stamenkovic, Jonas 
Leuermann and Liliya Kazantseva, with José Becerra. :: ÑITO SALAS
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Jonas already knew about Malaga 
and the university, because his re-
search group was in contact with 
the Communications Engineering 
faculty. When the director, Íñigo 
Molino, went to Germany they dis-
cussed the possiblity of him doing 
his thesis in Malaga. Ana Ercegovic 
Rot is working on cellular repro-
gramming and its applications, a 
line of research into the patients’ 
own cells being used to cure them, 
and thereby preventing rejection. 
Ashish Avasthi, from India, has a 
Masters degree in nanotechnology 
and was looking for a place where 
he could do his doctoral thesis while 
continuing to work on the biotech-
nology and nanomaterials he had 
already studied. “Curiously, it 
turned out there was one in 
Malaga,” he says.  

Liliya Kazantseva agrees that one 
of the major advantages of Bionand 
is that nanomedicine and biotech-
nology are under the same roof. 
“We have everything we need here, 
with equipment you don’t always 
find in universities,” she says. Jonas 
Leuermann explains that his project 
requires a great deal of equipment 
and team work. “We began a new line 
of research, and we needed other 
teams for it. We quickly found those, 
and it is fantastic to work with all 
these facilities,” he says.  

Few of them know what they will 
do after the three years are up. Liliya 
says she might continue to work in 
Malaga, Clàudia wants to return to 
Portugal and Amene says he is hop-
ing to find work at a university back 
in Ethiopia.  

Progress 
After a year of work in Malaga, they 
have made major progress in their 
projects and have even opened new 
lines of research, as in the case of 
Jonas, who was looking at photonic  
(light) sensors to detect illnesses. His 
thesis director, Íñigo Molina, says 
they have applied for funding for a   

project to design a new generation 
of ‘photonic chips’ which incorpo-
rate nano-structured materials.  

María Isabel Montañez, a re-
searcher at Bionand who is direct-
ing Amene Tesfaye’s thesis, says 
that in just one year “we have dis-
covered a battery of nano-struc-
tures and published a very inter-

esting article” about ‘in vitro’ di-
agnosis of allergies to amoxicillin 
and other medications.  

Working together under one roof 
also leads to interesting interac-
tion and positive feedback, so that 
each person’s work is enriched by 
contributions from the others, says 
José Becerra. He says this is prov-

ing a very positive experience, and 
that the researchers all show an ex-
traordinary degree of motivation.  

There are now plans to incorpo-
rate post-doctoral graduates in the 
future, thereby expanding even 
further the contribution of this 
leading research centre in the field 
of new medical technologies.

Precious K. 
Pomary   
Ghana 

María Luisa 
García Martín is 
supervising his thesis, 
which focuses on the search for 
new diagnostic and prognostic 
biomarkers for multiple sclerosis. 
These would enable doctors to 
anticipate the onset of the illness 
and provide more effective and 
personalised treatment.

Liliya Kazantseva   
Russia-Peru 

She is studying 
nanotechnology 
and regenerative 
medicine for the 
treatment of skeletal conditions. 
Professors Leonor Santos-Ruiz 
and José Becerra are directing her 
thesis, which combines nano-
technology and cellular therapy 
to try to target medications spe-
cifically at bone tissue.

Clàudia Oliveira   
Portugal 

Together with 
Professor José 
María Pérez Po-
mares, she is looking 
for new pharmacological targets 
in myocardia, trying to identify 
molecules involved in the inflam-
matory response and the develop-
ment of fibrous tissues after a 
heart attack to modulate or coun-
teract these phenomena.

Jonas Leuermann   
Germany 

With Professor 
Íñigo Molina, he 
is working on de-
veloping and setting 
up a photonic sensor platform to 
detect biomolecules, with appli-
cations for the effective detec-
tion of different illnesses and 
toxic substances. The ‘photonic 
chips’ are opening up new lines 
of research.

Amene Tesfaye 
Ayane   
Ethiopía 

Under the direc-
tion of María Isa-
bel Montañez Vega, 
he is also studying recognition 
and modulation of immunologi-
cal responses to amoxicillin, in 
this case imitating in a test tube 
the molecular recognition proc-
ess of the proteins which occur 
in the living organism.

THE RESEARCH STUDENTS

Ashish Avasthi  
India 

Glial tumors 
(cells in the 
nervous system) 
are very aggressive 
and the average survival rate is 
15 months.With this thesis, su-
pervised by María Luisa García 
Martín, he is looking for thera-
peutic and diagnostic alterna-
tives using nanotechnological 
tools. 

Vladimir 
Stamenkovic   
Serbia 

He is using syn-
thetic nanostruc-
tures to study im-
mune recognition and modula-
tion of responses to antibiotics 
such as amoxicillin, which is 
often used in hospital treat-
ments. Professor Ezequiel Pé-
rez-Inestrosa is directing his 
thesis.

The eight researchers 
from four continents have 
three years to complete 
their theses 

The doctoral programme 
in nanomedicine is 
funded by the EU and 
Malaga university
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The two professionals 
from Malaga joined a 
British NGO on an 
international 
cooperation mission  

:: ÁNGEL ESCALERA 

MALAGA. They went to look af-
ter Palestinian children who 
needed surgery for a congenital 
heart condition, and came back 
happy to have been able to help 
and satisfied at a job well done.  

In September, pediatrician An-
tonio Morales and nurse Cristina 
Arcos, who work in the pediatric 
intensive care unit of the Malaga  
children’s hospital, the Materno 
Infantil, travelled to the Palestin-
ian town of Nablus, situated to the 
north of Jordan, as part of the team 
organised by HLH, a British NGO 
which was created to carry out in-
ternational cooperation missions.  

The aim of this particular pro-
ject was to carry out heart opera-
tions on Palestinian children be-
tween three months and four years 
old, who would otherwise not have 
been able to have the surgery. In 
total, seven youngsters were op-
erated on, for congenital cardiac 
conditions of different degrees of 
severity.  

Antonio and Cristina were re-
sponsible for looking after the chil-
dren once they came out of the op-
erating theatre.   

“The first 48 hours are vital af-
ter an operation of this type. At 
the hospital in Nablus we did what 
we normally do at the Materno. 
The results were very satisfying. 
Only one child suffered complica-
tions, and he managed to overcome 
them,” says Dr Morales.  

Cristina Arcos explains that in 
addition to caring for the children, 
she provided training for Palestin-
ian staff on nursing care for criti-
cally ill patients.  

“There are said to be three parts 
to my profession: care, teaching 
and research. However, I would say 
there is a fourth aspect as well: co-
operation. I think everyone should 
take part in a project of this type 
at least once in their lives. When 
you have done it once, it makes 
you want to do it again,” she says.  

Interest in cooperation 
Antonio Morales already knew 
what it was like to work on the 
ground with children in countries 
where medical help is needed. Last 
year he went on a mission to Ni-
geria. He says he has always been 
interested in cooperation, because 
it is a way of providing assistance 
for young patients who are really 
in need of it.  

Antonio and Cristina both say 
they wouldn’t hesitate to repeat 
the experience. They taught local 
staff in the hospital in Nablus but 
say they also learned from the peo-
ple there about humanising the ex-

An intensive care doctor and nurse from 
the Materno hospital went to Nablus to 
look after children who had heart surgery

Help from the 
heart for young 
Palestinians 

Antonio Morales and Cristina Arcos, in the intensive care unit at the Materno Infantil hospital. :: SUR

perience of patients in Intensive 
Care Units. As at the Materno In-
fantil hospital in Malaga, the par-
ents were allowed to be with their 
children 24 hours a day.  

The seven children who under-
went heart surgery on this occa-
sion would not have been able to 
have had their operations if the 
team from HLH had not travelled 
to Nablus, not because the doctors 
aren’t trained but because they 

don’t have the resources needed 
to carry out highly complicated 
operations of this type.  

Antonio Morales and Cristina 
Arcos, and HLH in general, have 
also expressed their thanks to the 
Infancia Solidaria NGO, which 
helped them in the administrative 
processes needed so that they could 
participate in a humanitarian mis-
sion which none of them will ever 
forget. 

As well as nursing the 
young patients, they 
provided training for 
Palestinian staff
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The Lions Club event had 
been delayed from earlier 
in the autumn and was 
part of a programme of 
activities for World 
Diabetes Day   

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MIJAS.  La Cala de Mijas Lions Dia-
betic Support Group has reported  
a successful 2018, not least due to 
its fun run held just before Christ-
mas. Speaking after the event,  La 
Cala Lions president, Margaret 
Bobowicz said, “We have achieved 
exactly what we wanted - to raise 
awareness of diabetes. We feel the 
day was an incredible success 
thanks to the many people who 
helped to make it happen.”  

The marketing message used by 
the support group for their day was  
‘Activate against Diabetes’, and  the 
day formed part of a series of ac-
tivities linked to World Diabetes 
Day in November which included 
public testing for diabetes in which 
600 people took part. 

“The original plan for the fun 
day had to be postponed because 

of very heavy rain  and it was re-
arranged for 16 December,” organ-
isers of the group explained. With 
the help of the department for 
Sport at Mijas council, over 200 
supporters turned up for the new 
date.  Sporting blue t-shirts, par-
ticipants of all ages and abilities 
took part, according to organisers. 
To add to the fun on the very 
sunny day, there was a warm up 
and cool down session.  

Organisers were keen to thank 
those businesses that had spon-
sored the event and made it         
possible.   

For more information about the 
Diabetic Support Group, email     
annediabetics@gmail.com 

Sunny skies bring strong 
turnout for La Cala 
diabetes group’s fun run

Supporters warming up for the fun run in La Cala de Mijas. :: SUR

:: SUR 

FUENGIROLA. Residents and visi-
tors to the Fuengirola area are be-
ing urged to pay a visit to a local 
pilates studio next Tuesday, 8 Janu-
ary, in order to help the Cudeca 
cancer care charity. 

From 9am to 10pm, handmade 
scarves will be available at the Liv-
ing Pilates Studio (Calle Simancas 

2) in Fuengirola, in return for a vol-
untary donation towards Cudeca 
Cancer Care Hospice.  

The scarves are handmade by 
Cristóbal Corral, an 83-year-old re-
tiree, with sheep wool of various 
thicknesses and colours. Cristóbal 
said he was very happy to donate 
to a good cause as part of this novel 
initiative. 

Handmade scarves, a wintry 
way to raise money for Cudeca  

A donation is required. :: SUR

 When.   Friday 25 January, 
10.30am. 

 Where.   Hogar pensioners’ club, 
Calle Blanca Paloma 1, Fuengirola. 

 Speaker.   Renowned diabetes 
expert, endocrynologist Dr Fran-
cisco Gómez Trujillo.

NEXT DIABETICS MEETING
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The Catalan side could 
take to the field with only 
ten professionals after 
various players cancelled 
their contracts over 
unpaid wages  

:: PEDRO LUIS ALONSO / 
SERGIO CORTÉS 

MALAGA. With 5.2 million euros 
of debt, wages not paid for the last 
three months and just ten profes-
sional players now on the books, 
Malaga’s opponents this Sunday, 
Reus, face an uncertain future. 

The fixture at La Rosaleda itself 
(kick-off 8pm) has been under threat 
for some time ever since the Cata-
lan side’s players unanimously de-
cided to terminate their contracts 
last month. Since then there has 
been plenty of to-ing and fro-ing and 
the result has been just ten pros re-
maining under contract and a sched-
uled return from their winter break 
on 2 January, just four days before 
the fixture is due to take place. By 
contrast, Malaga returned to train-
ing on Monday with an open train-
ing session. 

While it seems probable at this 
present moment that the fixture  
will go ahead as planned, it wouldn’t 
be a massive surprise if the Catalan 
side did a no-show. 

After all, with a squad so small, 
their relegation from the division is 
surely a formality, and with La Liga 
rules dictating that sides must have 
seven professionals on the field at 
any one time, injuries or suspensions 
could cause them massive problems. 

If Reus decide to withdraw from 
competition, Malaga will be auto-
matically given six points (wins from 
the games they have not yet played) 
with the margin of the wins decided 
by the average of goals conceded by 
Reus, divided by the games played 
(26 in 19 games).

Will Malaga’s game this weekend 
against struggling Reus still go ahead?

Five hundred fans turned out to see Malaga’s open training session on Monday. :: GERMÁN POZO

Mikel returns from 
loan prematurely 

One of the players caught up in 
the Reus saga is Malaga’s Vene-
zuelan centre-back Mikel.  

The 25-year-old has returned to 
La Rosaleda after terminating his 
season-long loan but is unlikely 
to play a role between now and 
the end of the season. 

With Pau Torres firmly es-
tablished as the left-sided cen-
tre-half and Malaga looking to 
reduce the wage bill, it is most 
likely that a new loan deal will 
be sought for the defender who 
had made 12 appearances for 
the Catalans, ten of them from 
the start.

:: S. CORTÉS 

MALAGA. With the January trans-
fer window now open, it seems in-
creasingly unlikely that Malaga 
will have their new recruits in place 
for Sunday’s match against Reus 
as they had hoped. 

The squad still has two places 
available with the ‘2’ and ‘16’ shirts 
still not occupied, but the wage cap 
is the main obstacle stopping the 
club from recruiting. 

Top priority for coach Juan 
Ramón Muñiz is a centre forward 
to compete with Gustavo Blanco 

Leschuk and Jack Harper. It is un-
derstood that Ukrainian striker 
Yevhen Seleznyov, with whom 
Muñiz worked at Dnipro, has been 
personally recommended by the 
coach. The 33-year-old is believed 
to be keen to come having found 
himself out of favour at current 
club Akhisar. 

Reinforcement in central mid-
field is also high on the list of pri-
orities with Alfred N’Diaye set to 
miss the last portion of the season 
as he represents Senegal at the Af-
rican Cup of Nations. 

However, to fund these moves, 
the club must first offload players 
who have found themselves sur-
plus to requirements. An agree-
ment has been reached with West 
Ham United to terminate the loan 
of winger Sead Haksabanovic once 
a new destination has been found 
for him. 

Finding new clubs for midfielder 
Badr Boulahroud and keeper Cenk 
Gönen will be more difficult, how-
ever. They join forward Héctor on 
the exit ramp out of the club this 
month.

Ukrainian striker Seleznyov top of wishlist 
as raft of players head for the exit door

:: ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. Construction on 
Malaga’s new Academy,  in the Ar-
raijanal part of the city close to the 
airport, has come to a complete 
standstill with constructors Bilba 
removing all machinery from the 
site. The stumbling block has been 
finance tied up in land owned by 
the club in El Viso. 

Red tape has held up its sale, 
but SUR understands that the club 
and the city hall have reached an 
occupation agreement to free up 
the 4.5 million euros needed to 
kickstart the Academy project. 

This came after club president 
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Thani took to 
Twitter to leap to his defence af-
ter attracting criticism for the ab-
sence of funding from the ‘IU-
Málaga para la Gente’ group on the 
council. Al-Thani said: “We are on 
good way to finish the Academy 
of Málaga CF and you will see the 
reality [sic].”

Sale of land could 
break Academy 
deadlock as 
Sheikh Al-Thani 
comes under fire
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A LOOK AT LA LIGA

The Basque country is a little like 
the north-east of England where 
football very much represents and 
reflects the people. For Newcastle 
and Sunderland, read Athletic Bil-
bao and Real Sociedad.  

Back in the eighties, La Liga was 
dominated by these two clubs who 
gave sporting credence to an area 
which was fighting for independ-
ence. These days the region’s two 
major clubs are in danger of becom-
ing independent from Spain’s rul-
ing football classes. Alavés, mean-
while, sit just one point behind 
fourth-placed Real Madrid, while 
their northern neighbours have one 
foot on the door to the drop.  

This small club is from the re-
gional capital, Vitoria. When you 
pick up a tourist guide it highlights 
the medieval streets, plazas, uni-
versity, art galleries and cathedrals. 
A little like York, historic Vitoria is 
on a significant train line, but it is 
fifty miles from the nearest passen-

ger airport. Football hardly gets a 
mention. 

You can’t compare the club to 
Real Sociedad, a founding member 
of La Liga, who reached the Euro-
pean Cup semi-final in 1982. Or 
Mendizorrotza to San Mamés, re-
garded as the birthplace of Spanish 
football.  

Athletic, formed by British min-
ers, play in the colours of Sunder-
land and are in danger of suffering 
their first ever relegation. ‘La Real’ 
too have won a few battles in re-
cent years and are just four points 
off the bottom three. Athletic are 
just one place and one point ahead 
of those who would be condemned 
if the season was to end at the fes-
tive break. 

By contrast, these are the headi-
est days in the history of Alavés 
since the turn of the century when 
they finished 6th and then reached 
the 2001 UEFA Cup Final. You can 
still see hipster Liverpool fans sport-

ing the distinctive blue shirts with 
a band of yellow worn by Alavés in 
the quite amazing nine-goal final 
which was famously decided by a 
golden own-goal. 

Captain Manu García epitomises 
the whole club. He is a one-time 
season ticket holder who wouldn’t 
be considered for a contract at any 
other Liga club. He leads a squad of 
players who are generally unwanted 
elsewhere but prove that the col-
lective is more important than the 
individual. 

Abelardo Fernández, known 
as ‘Pitu’ (or smurf in English), 
was an underwhelming third 
managerial appointment of last 
season which started with eleven 
defeats in the opening fourteen 
games. The vessel had hit an ice-
berg and it appeared that his di-
rective was to just steer it to the 
scrapyard of Segunda. The club 
was doomed, they hadn’t scored 
in the opening five games. The 

only question at the start of De-
cember 2017 was which other 
two clubs would go down with 
them. 

Abelardo’s reputation had been 
harmed by an unsuccessful previ-
ous season at Sporting Gijón and 
his only claim to fame was his al-
most lifelong friendship with Luis 
Enrique. A year on and his stand-
ing as a coach is up there with the 
national coach. If the Barcelona post 
was to become available, he would 
be a leading contender. 

How Athletic Bilbao and Real So-

ciedad would love someone that 
could galvanise a club like Abelardo 
has. He not only kept Alavés up but 
has created a team that has more 
than an outside chance of playing 
in the Champions League for the 
first time. 

It isn’t beyond the realms of pos-
sibility that the Alavés and Liver-
pool fans will reunite two decades 
later and those collector item shirts 
will be proudly modelled once more. 
Football folk may no longer smirk 
when they hear the nickname ‘El 
Glorioso’.

Abelardo has steered the club to new heights; well above their more 
illustrious neighbours, Athletic Bilbao and Real Sociedad

Basqueing Alavés 

ROB PALMER

Abelardo (right) has put Alavés in European contention. :: EFE

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer
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Nearly 700 people  
participated in the 
charity run in fancy dress 
to raise funds for families 
in vulnerable situations 
:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Almost 700 run-
ners took part in the fourth edition 
of the San Silvestre fun run in Tor-
remolinos on New Year’s Eve. 

The popular, non-competitive, 
four-kilometre run was organised 
by Torremolinos town hall and in-
cluded runners of all ages, most of 
whom participated in fancy dress.  

The route took the runners 
through the centre of the town, 
where hundreds of supporters lined 
the streets, and on to the finish line 
at the town hall. 

The participants contributed one 
kilo of non-perishable food, which 
was distributed among several so-
cial organisations that care for local 
families in vulnerable situations. 

Torremolinos ends the year with San Silvestre fun run

People of all ages participated. :: T. B.

More than 2,000 people 
took part in different 
sports events to raise 
funds for the 18-year-old, 
whose hands and feet 
had to be amputated 
after suffering sepsis 

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

MARBELLA. Local athletes have 
shown that they are not only con-
cerned about improving their results, 
but they support good causes as well.  

The charity sports weekend for 
Sarah Almagro, between 14 
and 16 December, raised 
14,000 euros for the 
‘Somos tu ola’ asso-
ciation, which is 
helping the 18-
year-old from 
Marbella. Both 
Sarah’s hands 
and feet had to 
be amputated 
last year after 
she suffered from 
sepsis, and her 
family are trying to 
raise the money for 
her prostheses.  

The councillor for Sport, Javier 
Mérida, says the initiative was ex-
tremely successful. Around 2,000 
people contributed to the cause by 
buying the wristbands which were 
on sale to raise money for Sarah.  

The event began during the after-
noon of 14 December, when stands 
were set up at all the town’s sports 
centres to sell the wristbands, coin-
ciding with the local football league 
and different training sessions.  

The following day began with a 

swimming 
relay organ-
ised by the 
M a r b e l l a  

T r i a t h l o n  
Club, with 

200 swimmers 
taking part in 20 

teams.  
The sports centre in 

San Pedro Alcántara hosted a 
rhythmic gymnastics display by more 
than 300 girls from the municipal 
sports schools, while the Carrera del 
Pavo, organised by the Maté Cycling 
Academy, brought together 50 cy-
clists of different ages for a race and 
a cycling workshop organised by La 
Vereita Club and Marbella ByCivic. 

On Sunday 16 December there was 
a solidarity multi-sport tournament 
with 500 participants at the Paco Can-
tos sports stadium, and disciplines 

including tennis, frontenis, padel, 
skating, yoga, belly dancing, crossfit, 
climbing, Nordic walking, five-a-side 
football and basketball. The basket-
ball took the unusual from of ‘Two 
ball’, in which pairs of players had to 
win the highest number of points in 
a limited time.  

At the municipal stadium 450 ath-
letes took part in a relay marathon, 
and at the Antonio Serrano Lima com-
plex 300 people participated in a ka-
rate display.   

The ‘Somos tu ola’ campaign was 
supported not only by sportsmen 
and women, but also by local busi-
nesses, social and cultural associa-
tions and authorities.  

Business owner Lorenzo 
González, for example, has prom-
ised to cover the cost of Sarah’s ex-
penses for several years, which will 
be about 200,000 euros. 

Sports weekend raises 14,000 
euros for Sarah Almagro

Press conference after the event. :: JOSELE-LANZA

Ángel Mora, a runner 
from Marbella, will be 
taking part in the Zurich 
Marathon in Seville to 
raise funds to help 
people who suffer from 
Epidermolysis bullosa 

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. Ángel Mora, an ath-
lete who is part of the ‘Deportistas 
por una Causa’ group, is to run the 
Zurich Marathon in Seville on 17 
February to raise money for the 
Piel de Mariposa association. He 
will tackle the 42.2-kilometre chal-
lenge to “give wings to sufferers of 
Butterfly Skin disease”.  

“When you meet these children  
you can’t stop thinking about them, 
about their eyes, their smiles, their 
wish to live the same way as other 

children. So you decide to do what-
ever you can to help them,” says 
Mora.  

He is also calling for everyone 
else to provide their “grain of sand”  
to help to improve the quality of 
life for sufferers and their families. 
He has set up a crowdfunding site, 
www.migranodearena.org, and says 
he will use his determination and 
his legs to help, while others can 
do their bit by making a donation. 
“Between us we can give them the 
wings they need to have a better 
life,” he says.  

Butterfly Skin disease, other-
wise known as Epidermolysis bul-
losa, is a rare and incurable genetic 
illness. Its sufferers have extremely 
fragile skin, and even the slightest 
scrape can cause it to blister, scar 
or flake. It is extremely debilitat-
ing, as injuries can easily occur dur-
ing everyday life.

Running a marathon to 
show solidarity with 
‘Butterfly Skin’ children

Runners set off from the start line. :: T. BRYANT
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Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

and  5 pm to 7 pm 

  

 

Tels.: 

952 649 692  
952 649 669 
 
Fax: 

952 611 256 
 

Advertising administrator: 

Teresa Canales 

 

 

SUR offices: 

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2, 

2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 

Benavente, 1, 2ª planta. Mon-

day to Thursday: 9 am to 7 pm. 

Friday: 9 am to 2.30 pm. Tel. 

952 580 142 – 605 022 121  

Web: 

www.surinenglishads.com 

Mijas: Centro Comercial Carre-

four. Avda. Los Lirios s/n  Mon-

day, Tuesday, Thursday: 10-14h 

& 16-18h.  Wednesday & Friday: 

9.30-14.30h. Tel. 952 580 726 

– 670 643 488 

Coín:  Monday to Friday  10 am 

to 6 pm.  Mobile 600 513 343 

Estepona:  Puerto deportivo de 

Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-

trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-

659 344 816. Monday to Friday  

9 am to 3 pm. 

 

Representative offices: 
 

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588 

Web: 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

 

How much does  

an advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon 

 

 

NNOTICE TO READERS 

 

 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 

insertions will be given when the 

advertisement/material received 

is not suitable for print media. 

 
 
 

INTERNET/Email address: 
Please be advised that it 
may not be possible for 
your internet or email 
address to be printed on 
one line. If it will not fit, 
advertisers and readers 
alike should bear in mind 
that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address con- 
tinues on the line below
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Fuengirola 

LOS BOLICHES: 3 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment, large terrace. 627011848 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

Marbella 

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile) 
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SAN PEDRO beachside beautiful 
penthouse, 3 double bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and 2 terraces. 
South/southeast with the store and 
parking. No agency. 696178281  

Mijas 

LAS LAGUNAS: 3 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment, terraza, storeroom, park-
ing, very sunny. 166,000 Euros. 
Owner. 615623031 

Torremolinos 

TORREMOLINOS La Colina: 2 bed, 
1 bath apartment, 8th floor very 
nice views, 160,000 Euros. 
629555815 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

SELLING your Property? Honest 
valuations. Maximum exposure and 
Free Energy Certificate. 15 years 
successfully selling property on the 
Costa. Call 606526618 or Email 
info@first4propertyspain.com No 
sale. No fee guaranteed 

Other areas 

BEAUTIFUL luxury lodge on golf 
course in East Yorkshire. 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, open plan living area, 
plus separate utility room. Offers 
over 150,000 Sterling pounds. Email 
helenford480@gmail.com or phone 
Ford +447968744979 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Mirador del Carvajal, 
8 month lease only, 2 bed apart-
ment, 2 bath, furnished, parking, 
sea views. 625 euros 
monthly.Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Benlmadena, town-
house, short term, 7 months let, 3 
bed, 2 bath, furnished, parking, great 
sea views. 750 euros monthly. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

www.spmrentalsandproper-
tysales.com Torremuelle, 1 bed stu-
dio apartment, furnished, fantastic 
terrace with amazing seaviews. 600 
euros monthly. Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

Mijas 

CALAHONDA: Lovely two bed, two 
bathroom apartment, pool and park-
ing. Furnished for immediate occu-
pation. Excluding electricity 525 
Euros month. To view 693744251 

ACCOMMODATION 

House / Flat Share 

WANTED person to share very pleas-
ant townhouse. Beachside between 
Puerto Banus and San Pedro. Excel-
lent location. Double bedroom with 
ensuite bathroom. Nice terrace. 
Pleasing views. Underground park-
ing. High Speed WiFi, TV. Share of 
kitchen, salon, dining. 500 Euros 
p/month. Phone 952634557 or 
email dmc248@gmail.com 

WANTED 1 Room to rent, long-
term,Marbella. Businessman, E-mail: 
stunts.peter@gmail.com  

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS..ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers.info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

THE GARDENER. The cheapest 
price. Tall, trees pruning. Palm tree 
pruning. Maintenance gardens and 
pools. Cleaning gardens. Specialist 
tall tree works. Please contact by 
Whatsaap. 637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

WINDOW and door replacement. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 
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REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 15 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

Plumbers 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional painters & decorators. All 
aspects of interior & exterior work. 
Also kitchen/ furniture spraying. 
Call/ WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

STAN clean reliable painter, deco-
rator, plus wallpaper. Long term 
established on Coast with good 
recommendations. No job too 
small!! Free quote. 663424258 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952450348 

ALL TYPES of renovations, paint-
ing, construction. 951 390 260 
www.costarenovation.com 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del 
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141 
www.masterbuildspain.com... 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
670409759.  

CARPENTER Doors, Wardrobes, 
Kitchens, Flooring, Renovations, 
13yrs Marbella, 666269751 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Boilers 

WATER heaters: Gas or electric. Over 
20 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com....... 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 36 years expe-
rience 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
634455064 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952667559 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

ENGLISH 24/7 Locksmith/Safe 
Engineers. Established 2004. Call 
Daren or Mick 952660233-
667668673-636770865 www.se-
curityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. Author-
ised installers under regulations: 
Real Decreto 115/207..... www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the 
Costa Del Sol 952663141/ 
670409759 

FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves: 
info@envirocarespain.com..... 
www.envirocarespain.com. All ar-
eas covered. Established on the Costa 
Del Sol for over 20 years. 
952663141/ 670409759 

TOP QUALITY air conditioning in-
stalled from only 500 euros 3 year 
guarantee service regas from 50 
euros contact chris 662 427396 
WhatsApp econocool@hotmail.es 
www.econocoolspain.com 

Property 
Management 

PROPERTY Managed, Maintained 
and rented. Plus video monitor 
your property on your mobile 
24/7. Call 647222295 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136  

WINDOW Cleaners: Commercial and 
Residential. La Cala/ Fuengirola. 
Everyday. Call Peter 603156987 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com  

MAPLE leaf home renovations- Bath-
rooms- kitchens- interior/exterior 
renovations- carpentry- electricity- 
plumbling- air conditioning all kind 
of installations. 635252327 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

CATERING services for Christmas 
and New Year as well as parties, wed-
dings, children´s parties and cor-
porate. Menus for all tastes and budg-
ets : canapés, hog roast, paellas, for-
mal dining and can include tables, 
chairs, bar, waiters etc. Contact 
Heather at Fiestasol info@fiestasol 
657214831 
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PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Accountants 

NEW SERVICE for non-resident 
property owners. File your yearly 
tax return (form 210) online from 
the comfort of your home 
www.taxesinspain.com 

MALAGA Expat Consulting - Pa-
perwork Assistance, (NIE, Resi-
dencia, Driving Licence Renewal, 
Car Transfer, Doctor Registrations, 
Translation, Property Rental Li-
cense and more), Relocation Ad-
vice. Outstanding service at com-
petitive rates. Call Irina Saltmarsh 
687 733 743 www.malagaex-
pat.com 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

Business 
Opportunities 

QUALIFIED hairdresser and barber 
required to rent chairs, great op-
portunity to start a growing busi-
ness in a top class salon in Mijas Golf 
648211743 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

Insurance 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

HOUSE clearances specialist. 

Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 

Cash on collection . Man & van re-

moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 

639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-

cyclejo@hotmail.com  

WANTED all furniture and house-

hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-

lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

GUITAR collection for sale. Gibson 

LP custom, Fender strat, acoustics 

and amplifiers. 952795389 

REMOVALS 
 AND STORAGE 

MAN & VAN Big/ small removals, 

clearances. 100% reliable. Ikea col-

lection/ assembly. 20E hourly. 

622020856  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hour. Al-

ways on time. 651081610 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 

Regular service Spain, UK includ-

ing Scotland and Ireland. 

952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 525. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK JAN 11TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

MAN WITH big van, removals, 20 
Euros/ hour. Also house clearance. 
Ikea runs. 609321958 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

MAN/ VAN Services. Removals. 
Transport. Deliveries, collections, 
and rubbish clearances from 20 
Euros. Extra help available. Steve 
602813062 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Este-
pona. David 696810618 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registration, 
runners or non runners. Embargos 
& finance no problem. Call now, cash 
waiting. 687049592/ 622156022 

VW PASSAT 1.9 2013, 195,000kms, 
as new. 5 doors. 13,500 Euros. ONO. 
629555815 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

Repairs 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION registration 
hassle free. Don't drive illegally. Ask 
specialists before buying & regis-
tering to save tax. More info 
www.meexpress.net 952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 
WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

PUERTO Banus, 8M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

BBC 1/2 full pack no internet no 
contract just need 80cm dish one 
off pay full full sky pack IPTV inter-
net and all europeens channels no 
dish no contract paye as you go best 
IPTV in the marcket/ satélite real-
ligment internet wifi inprouvement 
all type leed lcd tv repairs/ power 
failure electrical rewiring video se-
curity camera . all coast corerage 
full furanteed José Sotto Since 1973. 
952 443 838. 670 44 38 38 Email 
josesotto@ono.com 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

GOLF 

FOR SALE golf share in Atalaya Golf 
& Country Club. Call 
00447899955262  

CLASSES 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 
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DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/ Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH any level. Conversations 
for daily use. Faster. Easier. 
649341877  

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain can help you hire 
and keep quality staff quickly and 
cost effectively. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com  

JOBFINDER Spain can help you find 
your ideal job. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

NOW HIRING! Part time Adminis-
trative Assistant.Email: jobs@local-
soft.net  

LISTER Real Estate agency located 
in Mijas Costa and operative on the 
entire Coast is looking for Experi-
enced Lister. The candidate must 
speak English and Spanish fluently. 
Fixed salary and high commission 
scheme for the right candidate. 
Please send CV: info@buenavista-
homes.eu and/or call 951484500 

INTERNATIONAL online Stock 
Broking company is looking for 
client introducers. Please apply 
with CV to broker.recruiting@pro-
tonmail.com 

WE ARE hiring Videogame Testers 
(all languages). Tel. 952028080 
www.localsoftgames.com 

DENMARK: Girls +18 needed for 
Relax house. 24hrs. Tel: 
004571830136 

Situations Wanted 

DO YOU need grandmother serv-
ices for your child ? Pick up from 
school, cook tea/supper, baby sit? 
English retired professional woman 
car owner , no smoker available 35 
mins radius Mijas contact mar-
fel_1999@yahoo.com  

PERSONAL 

Counsellors 

PROFESSIONAL Counsellor Degree 
in psychology English speaking spe-
cializing anxiety  panic attacks, child 
development & grief Benalmadena 
651431026 952567299 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

TAKE a break.. Enjoy the benefits 
of relaxing massages. 623156610 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

HAWAIIAN Lomi-Lomi fully body 
massage, relieve your stress. Fuen-
girola. 600231544 

NEXT to San Pedro. professional 
and relaxing massage. polish lady. 
603105196  

THAI woman. Professional mas-
sages. Benalmádena Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Appointments. Whatsapp. 
612210289 

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. 622231133 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard +447813944146 

Fitness 

PERSONAL trainer. Customized diet 
and training programs to suit you. 
Support 24/7. From 100 Euros/ 
month. 630826689 

Others 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-
lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best prod-
ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. info@daytona.es 
or call 952667395 Los Boliches 

Repairs 

COMPUTER problems solved! Er-
ror messages fixed, viruses removed. 
Hardware/software upgrades avail-
able. Kindle, iPad & Android help. 
Laptops in English. Also one-to-one 
training. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice, no callout charge. Paul, 
630652338/952493859  

PC DOCTOR New address!!! Paseo 
Jesus Santos Rein 11 Fuengirola, 
opposite Tourist Office. 952 591 
071 

PC DOCTOR Nos mudamos!! Desde 
el 7 de Diciembre nuestra nueva di-
rección sera Paseo Jesus Santo Rein, 
enfrente Oficina de Turismo y cerca 
de las oficinas Aseguradora IBEX, a 
tres minutos andando de donde es-
tamos ahora. ¡Ven a vernos pronto! 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

Pet Transport 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Batmobile 2. Popemobile 3. 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang                  
4. Herbie

SCV 1 is the registration number 
for which famous vehicle?

1. Planet of the Apes 2. 
Marooned 3. Barbarella  4. A 
Space Odyssey

Liberty1 was the space ship in 
which 1968 Sci Fi film?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11328 

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

A general dissatisfaction in your love life 

may be felt or, if felt, ignored. What are 

you afraid of? Will you stick with what 

you know or venture further afield?  

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Want to try something new to boost 

your income? This is a lucky week 

overall and you can only be held back by 

your own thoughts.    

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Taking charge of your health and 

wellbeing has to be a priority, so avoid 

burning yourself out. Stay active and 

energy will also stay high. Your opinion 

is important and sought out.     

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Dodge any negative comments by 

keeping up the pace of change. Don’t 

expect everyone to agree with your 

attitude. That is because they are not 

you and fail to understand.      

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Wanting to be free to pursue your 

own goals needs a bit of work yet. 

There is a need to reassure those on 

the home front that you are planning 

ahead. Be seen to take responsibility.    

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

As strongly as someone is making their 

case to you, that does not mean they 

are right. Someone shouting loudest 

does not impress you.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Go for what you need and want 

yourself. It will make you stronger, 

more confident and much more willing 

to put in that extra effort.   

 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

You are not expected to agree with 

others just to keep them happy. Indeed, 

this is a time to do what is best for 

yourself both in the longer and short 

term.        

 

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Don’t try to please everyone or you will 

run yourself ragged. Joining a relative in 

a fun jaunt brings you closer together. It 

also gives the chance to compare your 

thoughts for the future.   

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

When fired up about something it is 

hard for you to be diplomatic. Even so, 

curb your more extreme comments 

when dealing with a hot issue. . 

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Something that has been holding you 

back is now seen clearly. Not content to 

stay stuck in the same place, you seek 

freedom. This may not be overnight but 

if you don’t start you could fail. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

 Last week you no doubt made New Year 

resolutions, right? Gather all of your 

self-control together to see these 

through. A lifestyle change brings so 

many rewards. 

2 1 6 8 4

7 2 3

8

6 2

5 2 9

3 4 8 5

5 8 1 9

5

6 7

 Across  Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruisers  

Submarines

Destroyers
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Last week:  
Fuengirola 

‘Rotonda del 
Obelisco’ is 
known locally as 
the Rotonda de 
Los Peces because 
it replaced 
another fountain 
which featured 
fish. It is on the 
roundabout that 
connects the 
roads to Mijas, the 
train station, bus 
stop and 
municipal market.

LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down

WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer: Popemobile. 
Of interest: The specially designed 
motor vehicle used by the Roman 
Catholic Pope during public 
appearances has the registration 
SCV 1 or SCV2. It stands for Stato 
della Citta del Vaticano. 
Answer: Planet of the Apes. 
Of interest: The American science 
fiction film starred Charlton Heston, 
Roddy McDowall, Kim Hunter, 
Maurice Evans, James Whitmore, 
James Daly and Linda Harrison. It 
was based on the 1963 novel La 
Plàneta des Singes by Pierre Boulle. 
It was the first in a series of five 
films. 

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is I.  Dionysus, 
Poseidon, Achilles, all 
characters from Greek 
mythology.

A family vehicle

Language Crossword

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Viking Sky                   08/01             Cartagena              Vigo                   07.00            19.00 

MSC Magnifica           09/01             Barcelona           Funchal                08.00            18.00 

Norewgian Spirit       11/01               Funchal             Alicante               07.00            17.00 
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:: IGNACIO LILLO /  
NIEVES CASTRO 
MALAGA. The Costa del Sol didn’t 
have to wait very long for the first 
birth of 2019. Little Lucas wasn’t 
able to hang on until the cham-
pagne corks had finished popping 
and came into the world at just five 
minutes past midnight on 1 Janu-
ary. He was also the first baby of the 
new year in the whole of the An-
dalucía region, and was born at the 
Materno, Malaga city’s children’s 
hospital. 

The second baby in Malaga was 
Sheila, born at 3.24am across the 
city at the Hospital Clínico. Else-
where on the coast, the Hospital 
Costa del Sol maternity ward also 
sprang into action in the early hours 
and a boy, Luka, was born at 6am.  

Lucas in Malaga won first prize 
“We’ll take our time opening the 
champagne and eating the grapes 
now,” said Manuel David Torres, 
the father of Lucas, Malaga’s first 
born, referring to the Spanish tra-
dition of eating a grape on each 
stroke of midnight to bring luck 
for the year ahead. 

The couple had been having sup-
per at 11pm in the Ciudad Jardín 
district of the city when the birth 
started. “It was a very fast birth, 
we didn’t think he would be so 
keen to arrive,” he added. It was a 
natural birth and Lucas weighed 
3.47 kilos (seven pounds and ten 
ounces). 

There is no family history of the 
name Lucas; they chose it because 
they liked it. The newborn already 

has a three-year-old brother, David. 
Manuel David and his tired but 
happy wife, Mónica Martín, live 
in Rincón de la Victoria. Mónica 
works in administration and David 
in construction. Both are self-em-
ployed. 

Luka was third to be born 
The parents of baby Luka were 
clear that they had wanted their 
son born at Marbella’s Hospital 
Costa del Sol. Cristina Morales, the 
mother of Luka, said that the Ma-
ternity ward there had a good repu-
tation and that the hospital staff 
made the process a lot easier for 
her and her family. 

Cristina, from Granada, and her 
husband, Francisco Roldán, from 
Seville, had been expecting their 
child on 2 January. In the end Luka 
arrived at 6am on 1 January after 
25 hours of labour. 

The name is Luka, “with a ‘k’ 
but no ‘s’”, they were keen to point 
out, explaining that nobody in An-
dalucía would have properly pro-
nounced the letter ‘s’ anyway.  

Luka is “a child we’d longed to 
have, have gone in search of and 
have found in the first month of 
the year,” and he is the “perfect 
gift”, his mother explained. He 
weighed 3.39 kilos (seven and a 
half pounds). 

Lucas, with his parents, Manuel David Torres and Mónica Martín in Malaga. :: ÑITO SALAS

Meet Lucas and Luka, 2019’s earliest arrivals 

The first baby on 
the Costa was born 
in Malaga just after 
midnight, with 
Marbella hospital 
catching up at 6am

In Marbella are Cristina and Francisco, with baby Luka, and other family members. :: JOSELE-LANZA

Lucas   
Born at 12.05am 
The baby boy was born in the 
city’s Hospital Materno. 

Sheila   
Born at 3.24am 
The baby girl arrived at Hospital 
Clínico, Malaga. 

Luka   
Born at 6.00am 
He was born at Hospital Costa del 
Sol outside Marbella.

FIRST-BORN OF THE YEAR


