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Making great 
strides on the 
tennis scene

Young local star Alejandro 
Davidovich has leapt 300 
places in the rankings in 
just 14 months as a pro  P47

SPORT

Countdown to possible 
Brexit: British Consulate 
advises UK residents in 
Spain to keep up to date 
via their website and 
Facebook  P14

Father gets two years for 
killing four-year-old son 
who was not strapped into  
baby seat when the car 
crashed speeding on the 
motorway in Malaga  P8

THE POMPIDOU OPENS UP TO MATISSE

International Women’s Day - a cross section of women from the 
local community give their views on equality, past and present  P2&3

The salary gap in Spain could take 
more than a hundred years to close

Today, 8 March, as the world cele-
brates International Women’s Day, 
calls for equality are as loud as they 
were decades ago. Opportunities for 
women may have improved in re-
cent years but figures reveal that in 
Spain total equality in terms of sala-

ries could take another century to 
achieve. A law brought in to penal-
ise discrimination in the workplace 
in Spain in 2007 has so far shown 
negligible results. In 2016 men 
earned an average of 28% per cent 
more than women, a difference of 

around 5,000 euros in an average 
annual salary.  

Rallies to mark International 
Women’s Day have been organised 
in major cities across Spain. Thou-
sands are expected to march in 
Malaga city centre from 7pm.  P4  

The average woman would have to 
work ten years more than a man to 
earn the same amount, say figures

Forgotten women writers of Malaga: Jane Bowles and Gamel Woolsey, 
among others, were ignored in the shadow of their husbands   P22&23

One of the works at the new exhibition in the Pompidou. :: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

The French artist is at the centre of the   
Malaga museum’s biggest show yet   P34
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Katie Alexandra Hallybone   
Deputy Mayor, Macharaviaya 

“The government 
must make strict 
laws on equal rights”  

For 35-year-old Katie, who 
has lived in Spain since she 
was a child, the older genera-
tion in this country finds it 
harder to accept the idea of 
equality. While she does 
think that lot of progress has 
been made towards achiev-
ing greater equality between 
the sexes, she says there is 
still a lot to do. To tackle this, 
she says, the government 
“must make strict laws so 
that we have equal rights” 
and that it is “essential that 
more education on this sub-
ject is taught in schools”. She 
says we must change society 
“for our children’s future” so 
that they “don’t go through 
what we have gone through”.

MALAGA. Speaking to a wide range 
of women in Malaga and on the Costa 
del Sol, be they Spanish or from an-
other country, in their 20s or their 
70s, one thing they all agree on is that 
while attitudes towards gender equal-
ity have changed in their lifetimes, 
there is still a long way to go. Until 
there is total equality, expressions 
such as “glass ceiling” will still be 

heard and movements such as #Me-
Too will still be needed.  

Some don’t feel that they have per-
sonally been victimised for being a 
woman while others have had direct 
experience of sexist work colleagues 
or differences in pay. Most, however 
‘trivial’ the incident, could add the 
#MeToo hashtag to an, at best un-
comfortable or embarrassing, expe-

rience with a male boss or colleague, 
or someone they considered a friend 
or even family member.  

Incidents that were brushed off as 
“banter” in the 1970s would almost 
definitely either not happen or end 
up at a tribunal nowadays, although 
younger women say they continue 
to be asked if they are married dur-
ing job interviews.  

For now, however, most women 
agree that there is still a need to raise 
awareness of inappropriate conduct 
and differences in salaries and condi-
tions, not just on 8 March but every 
day of the year.  

With general, local and European 
elections coming up in spring, this 
year’s Women’s Day events in Anda-
lucía and the rest of Spain have gained 

Sharing in the spirit of women’s day
Costa del Sol business owners, workers, students and pensioners share their views on equality

Aprile Winterstein  Owner 
/manager, Inmobiliaria REINES   

“It should be made 
easier for companies 
to hire young women” 

After running businesses in 
Malaga for 18 years, and before 
that in Granada, Aprile Winter-
stein believes that the law should 
be changed to prevent discrimi-
nation against young women in a 
recruitment process. “The state 
covers maternity leave but if a 
woman has to take time off dur-
ing pregnancy, companies have 
to pay their salary,” she explains, 
something small companies, 
which also have to pay for a re-
placement, cannot afford. Aprile, 
originally from Canada, says that 
she supports the feminist move-
ment as it was when it started 
and believes in equality, but that 
feminism in Spain has been 
taken to a political level that she 
finds hard to understand. Inter-
national Women’s Day, she says, 

“should be a celebration of 
women”, not a reason to go on 
strike. As a professional in the 
real estate industry, Aprile says 
that women have gained visibil-
ity and are often recommended. 
“People now say, she’s a woman 
so she must be good.”

Tricia Gabbitas   
Retired 

“A boss wanted a 
peck on the lips” 

Seventy-year-old Tricia Gabbi-
tas explains that she has been 
the victim of direct sexism in 
the workplace. When she once 
queried why a less qualified 
male colleague was earning 
more than her, her boss’s reply 
was, “Well he’s a man and he 
has bills to pay”. Needless to 
say, Tricia was “furious”. She 
also had a male boss in the 
1970s who seemed to think it 
was ok to get a “peck on the 
lips” from one of his female 
colleagues. While Tricia agrees 
it was sexist, she says she 
wouldn’t describe it as assault 
and called it “banter” at the 
time. She adds, “We ladies 
were strong enough and wise 
enough to ignore it.”

Pili Franco  Language student & 
Flamenco dancer 

“#MeToo exposes 
one of society’s 
great evils”  

Thirty-two-year-old Pili 
Franco says she believes 
the #MeToo movement 
is important to expose 
people who have used 
their power to force peo-
ple to do something they 

shouldn’t have to in order to get a 
job. She says that while she 
doesn’t feel she has personally 
experienced sexism in the work-
place she has questioned why, in 
interviews, she has been asked 

whether she is married, 
something that in theory 

should not be asked at 
any stage during a job 
selection process. “I 
know men who have 
never been asked that 

question and women 
who have been asked it 

a lot,” she says.

Patricia Welzenbach   
Student 

“I think every 
woman should           
be a feminist”  

Twenty-two-year-old Ger-
man Erasmus student, Patri-
cia Welzenbach believes that 
more rules need to be put in 
place to stop inequalities be-
fore they have the chance to 
develop. She agrees that atti-
tudes towards equality have 
changed, but we are cer-
tainly not out of the dark 
yet. “I think every woman 
should be a feminist,” she ex-
plains, adding that in order 
for attitudes to truly shift, 
an understanding of what 
feminism really needs to be 
attained. “All we want is to 
be given equal opportunities 
and rights.” 

JENNIE 
RHODES

RACHEL              
HAYNES

 rhodes_jennie@hotmail.com 

 surinenglish.su@diariosur.es
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a distinct political edge.  
The rise of the far right across 

Europe, whose policies often in-
clude a return to traditional fam-
ily roles, and the arrival of the Vox 
party in the Andalusian govern-
ment, have prompted new slogans 
this year. Meanwhile the Conser-
vative Partido Popular has said 
that it will not be taking part in 
the rallies, saying they has been 
“politicised” by the left.

Maddie Hjort   
Owner, Sunset Andalucía Real 
Estate 

“A woman’s attitude 
is about how she 
presents herself”  

For Maddie Hjort,  48, a 
woman’s attitude is all about 
how she presents herself. The 
biggest difference she sees be-
tween women in Spain and her 
native Denmark is that Danish 
women tend to just dress up 
for a special occasion whereas 
Spanish women seem to dress 
up every day. She says that 
while she has never had prob-
lems with any of her male 
bosses, working as a bartender 
in the past has brought her un-
wanted behaviour from male 
customers. Maddie doesn’t call 
herself a feminist, but she be-
lieves that we all have differ-
ent strengths, regardless of 
whether we’re male or female.

Giulia Scaffidi   
Student 

“I was overbearing; 
he was a 
natural 
leader” 

Originally 
from Italy, 
20-year-old 
Giulia Scaffidi 
remembers the time she ran 
for school council. “I debated 
against a male candidate. We 
were both passionate about 
our cause,” she explains. “Yet, I 
was deemed as overbearing 
and he, a natural leader”.

Nolwenn Gaudin  Translator 

“Sexism is still very 
present” 

Thirty-five-year-old French resi-
dent in Malaga, Nolwenn 
Gaudin, says she feels that 
generally, sexism is less 
accepted than it used 
to be, but she adds 
that “it is still very 
present”. She says that 
the #MeToo move-
ment is a big step for-
ward. “I hope that abusive 
behaviours - men principally, 

but some women are also guilty 
of this - will keep being re-
ported and brought to justice,” 
she says. “It’s had an impact on 
society - women are not as 
scared to come forward and the 
cases are not dismissed any-
more.”  

More awareness, more re-
ports of experiences 

like the #MeToo 
movement and more 
systematic reports of 
sexual assault and 

more education, spe-
cifically in schools and 

about consent are 
needed, Nolwenn says.

June Rendle   
Actress 

“As a fifties 
housewife I never 
felt unequal” 

Born in 1930, June Rendle points 
out that Western women have 
been “liberated” for many years.  
“I believe that women have en-
sured that they are no longer 
treated as being ‘special’, in need 
of a seat on a train, of walking 
on the inside on a pavement,” 
says June, who boasts a long ca-
reer on stage and TV. With re-
gard to sexism in the workplace 
she adds, “It was always degrad-
ing to be expected to sit on the 
boss’s knee while taking dicta-

tion, but a sharp elbow in the 
ribs and an icy stare did not nec-
essarily result in dismissal.” June 
was married at 22 and soon had 
two children to bring up. “As a 
fifties housewife I ran the house 
while my husband earned the 
money.  I never felt ‘unequal’ - 
nor did he,” she points out.

Irina Donskaia   
Journalist 

“Women are more 
understanding and 
tolerant than men” 

Originally from St Petersburg, 
61-year-old Irina Donskaia be-
lieves that Women’s Day 
should be celebrated in a big 
way as it is in Russia. How-
ever after 23 years in Spain 
she has come to see the need 
for the day to represent a 
fight for rights and equality, 
rather than just a celebration 
of women as it is in her home 
country. “There’s no equal-
ity,” she says. “Salaries should 
be the same and more women 
should be in executive posi-
tions.” After all, she adds, 
women are “cleverer, more 
understanding and tolerant”.

z·   Georgie Kenny 
contributed to this article.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
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The 2007 Equality 
Law has failed to 
equalise salaries and 
Spain is lagging way 
behind other 
European countries 

:: LUCÍA PALACIOS 

MADRID. “If we show emotion, they 
say we’re being dramatic. If we want 
to play against men, we’re nuts. And 
if we dream of equal opportunities, 
we are delusional....” 

That was the voice of American 
tennis star Serena Williams at the Os-
car awards ceremony, talking about 
the lack of equality in sport. She was 
featuring in the latest advertisement 
by Nike, and her words led many to 
reflect upon the fact that any woman 
who runs a marathon, boxes, trains 
in the NBA, wins 23 Grand Slams, 
stops competing to have a baby and 
then comes back for more, could be 
called ‘crazy’.  

“If they want to call you crazy, fine. 
Show them what crazy can do,” she 
says at the end of the advert. Thanks 
to “the craziest dreams” of women 
there has been some progress towards 
equality in sport, but there is still a 
long way to go.  

It is true that in recent decades the-
re has been a major step forward in 
terms of equality in sport, including 
in Spain, where women won 11 of the 
17 Olympic medals in Rio de Janeiro.  
However, the real gender gap comes 
in the amount of money earned by 
sportswomen compared with men. 
Tennis was the first to take a step to-
wards equality by equalling the win-
ning prizes in its four Grand Slams 
(Roland Garros, Wimbledon, the US 
Open and Australian Open), but in 
other sports such as golf, cycling and 
football, the differences are scandal-
ous.  

In golf, for example, the difference 
between the winnings of male and 
female players is more than one mil-
lion dollars (nearly 880,000 euros), 
while in cycling the members of the 
Movistar women’s team earn less 
than one-third of those in the men’s 
team. In football, the difference in 
the amount paid by the federation to 
the women’s league champions (1,352 
euros) and their male counterparts 
for TV broadcasts (20 million) is, to 
say the least, embarrassing.  

Looking at these figures, nobody 
can be surprised that there is only 
one woman on the Forbes List of the 
world’s 100 wealthiest athletes: Serena 
Williams. Unfortunately, a report pre-
sented at the recent World Economic 
Forum in Davos made it clear that 
this inequality is not likely to end 
soon; in fact, it calculated that it could 
take over 100 years.   

Spain is one of the most backward 
countries in terms of equal salaries, 
coming 129th out of the 149 coun-
tries studied for that Davos report. In 
the past decade the salary gap, far 

from reducing, has increased, even 
though in 2007 the first law was 
passed to effectively eliminate any 
type of discrimination against women. 
Many of those measures have come 
to nothing, and even the government 
admits that the results have been neg-
ligible. A recent Cabinet meeting gave 
the go-ahead to a whole range of pro-
posals, such as making public the av-
erage salaries of any company which 
discriminates by gender, to try to over-
come the situation of “insupportable 
and unjustifiable inequality” which 
exists at present.  

According to a recent report pro-
duced by the UGT union, on average, 
women in Spain earn nearly 5,800 
euros a year less than men. This means 
that men earn 28.7% more than 
women; or, looked at the other way 
round, women earn 22.3% less than 

men. This last figure is nearly half a 
point higher than in 2008, which was 
the lowest in the past decade.  

The widest gap occurred in 2013, 
when it rose to 24 per cent after in-
creasing over five years. It has reduced 
in the past three years, but not enough 
to mark a new low. Today, “women 
need to work ten years longer than 
men to obtain the same amount of 
pay,” says Cristina Antoñanzas, gen-
eral vice-secretary of the UGT, who 
also points out that two out of every 
ten working women are poor (twice 

as many as men) and “more than half 
of female workers earn 1,000 euros 
a month at most”.   

The maximum difference set by 
the government under this new equal-
ity law is 25 per cent; if any company 
has a higher gap than that, it will be 
considered guilty of discrimination 
and will have to justify it. However, 
in many sectors the average gap is al-
ready bigger than 25 per cent, includ-
ing banking, insurance, commerce, 
real estate, administration, health 
and social services, among others. 

However, it is not all bad news. 
Spain has advanced considerably in 
equality in terms of access to educa-
tion and health, according to the Da-
vos report. In fact, in this country 
more women than men go to univer-
sity, although in the labour market 
there are 11 per cent fewer women 
than men, compared with 17.4 per 
cent in 2008. There are now at least 
1.7 million more men working than 
women, although the difference has 
dropped by over a million in the past 
ten years.  

On the other hand, female un-
employment is 3.4 per cent higher 
than that of men, and even though 
the rate of female employment has 
risen nearly six points since 2013, 
to 59.6 per cent in 2017, Spain is still 
behind other European countries in 
this respect.

The salary gap is widening in Spain and 
could take more than a century to close

Sources: INE, Deloitte, BBVA, Ministerio de Empleo & Seguridad Social, CNMV, Asociación DigitalES, Ministerio de Cultura & Deporte. :: R. PARRADO
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The number of women in 
work has risen, but many 
still earn no more than 
1,000 euros a month

A new law to eliminate 
discrimination against 
women has had negligible   
results so far

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
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The Mabel Capital group 
will build 30 villas on a 
beachfront plot of land in 
Estepona valued at more 
than 20 million euros 

MARBELLA. The investment 
group Mabel Capital, owned by the 
Balearic businessman Abel Matutes 
(son of the former minister and 
businessman of the same name) 
and his partner Manuel Campos 
Guallar, has landed on the Costa 
del Sol with a project for the con-
struction of more than 30 luxury 
seafront homes. 

The company, based in Madrid 
and with interests in the real es-
tate, financial, hospitality and sports 
development sectors, has earmarked 
more than 20 million euros for the 
acquisition of Los Llanos de Este-
pona, a 36-hectare plot located on 

the beachfront in this municipal-
ity. This is one of the last undevel-
oped seafront plots still earmarked 
for real estate on the western Costa 
del Sol. 

The land, according to the town 
plan in force in Estepona, permits 
the construction of semi-detached 
houses, but the intention of the in-
vestors is to construct another type 
of development. Specifically, the 
project consists of building high-
end single-family homes, for which 
it would be necessary to make a 
change to the urban development 
plan (PGOU) which would take 
about a year.  

Meetings 
The heads of the investment group 
have already held meetings with 
members of the municipal govern-
ment team, in which they have ex-
pressed their intention to build a 
luxury real estate development in 
the area. Matutes himself recently 
travelled to Estepona to explain the 
nature of the project to the town 
council. There he revealed that 
among the potential clients inter-
ested in investing are personalities 
from the world of sport such as Rafa 
Nadal and Cristiano Ronaldo. 

One of the major obstacles to 
high-end real estate development 
in Marbella and its area of influence 
is the scarcity of land on the beach-
front, hence the interest in Los Lla-
nos de Estepona, until now owned 
by a German company.   

The property, planted with euca-
lyptus trees, is one of the last  that 
has not yet been urbanised, hence 
the price - almost 600,000 euros 
per hectare. 

The area is also surrounded by 
high-end housing. Among the 
neighbours is the bullfighter José 
Tomás. 

The development of the real es-
tate project will not reach the beach, 
as between the property and the 
coast there is a strip of public green 
land where a section of Senda Lito-
ral coastal path, promoted by the 
Diputación provincial government, 
is planned.

Luxury villas to be built on one of the Costa’s 
last remaining undeveloped seafront plots

An aerial photograph of the plot of land. :: SUR

HÉCTOR 
BARBOTTA

@barbotta

Potential clients 
include sports stars 
Rafa Nadal and 
Cristiano Ronaldo

Coastal path opens in Ventura del Mar 
with new sewage infrastructure in place

Marbella’s mayor, Ángeles Muñoz, (2nd left) with local councillors and Sando staff. :: JOSELE-LANZA

Until Sunday, a replica of the Nao Victoria ship, the first to sail all 
the way around the globe, can be visited in La Bajadilla marina in 
Marbella. Marbella is just one of several stops for the interna-
tional tour commemorating the fifth centenary of the journey 
which took three years and fourteen days. Visitors are welcome 
on board from 10am to 8pm.

:: JOSELE-LANZA

THE NAO VICTORIA IN MARBELLA

The works will bring an 
end to the disruption 
caused by sewage pipes 
surfacing during stormy 
weather   

:: MÓNICA PÉREZ 

MARBELLA. A new 400-metre 
stretch of the Senda Litoral coastal 

path project was partially opened 
to the public in Ventura del Mar, 
west of Puerto Banús, on Tuesday 
as the improvements to local infra-
structure near being finished. 

The main sewerage system that 
was in the middle of the beach and 
regularly became exposed and dam-
aged during stormy weather has 
been removed and, as explained by 
technicians from the company 

Sando, has been replaced by a new 
network of pipes which are covered 
by the new walkway. A further eight 
manholes have also been removed. 

The half-a-million-euro inter-
vention, also sees new lighting, 
access, showers and litter bins in-
stalled, in addition to the walkway 
created using the same materials 
as those used to build the new 
Caminito del Rey.
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The defendant was 
driving at a speed of 
between 120 and 130 
kilometres per hour on a 
stretch limited to 80 on 
the MA-20 in Malaga  

:: Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO 

MALAGA. A man in Malaga has 
been sentenced to two years in 
prison for his role in the traffic ac-
cident in which his son died. The 
sentence, to which this newspaper 
has had access, indicates that the 
defendant did not secure the child’s 
safety seat correctly and, as a re-
sult, the child was thrown out of 
the vehicle and died. 

The events occurred on 5 Febru-
ary 2017 when the defendant was 
driving his Opel Corsa on the MA-
20 motorway close to the city’s Car-
los Haya tunnel at a speed of be-
tween 120 and 130 kilometres per 
hour in an area limited to 80. 

The sentence explains that the 
man was distracted and moved, “in-
advertently”, towards the central 
lane. When he realised what was 
happening, he made a sharp turn 

to the left to avoid a crash with an-
other vehicle. However, this caused 
him to lose control of his car and 
it collided with the central reser-
vation, causing the vehicle to roll 
over six times. 

In the last of these rolls his son, 
aged four, who was riding in the 
back seat, was thrown out of the 
car. The boy, explains the court rul-
ing, hit the ground and died in-
stantly due to the head trauma he 
suffered. 

The judgment states that the de-
fendant had neither anchored the 
safety seat to the seat nor fastened 
the safety harness. Because of this 
he had neglected “the most elemen-
tary duties of care that, as a father 
and the person in control of the ve-
hicle, were incumbent on him”. 

He has been sentenced to two 
years’ imprisonment for murder 
by gross negligence. He has also 
been banned from driving for three 
years.

Two years for father whose son 
died in a car crash without his 
child seat correctly secured

Tailbacks caused by the accident in February 2017. :: SUR

112 REPORTS

One injured in latest 
Marbella shooting 

MARBELLA 
:: Á. F. / J. C. A man was taken to 
the Costa del Sol hospital last Fri-
day with a wound to his forehead 
after a shooting in the La Dama de 
Noche ‘urbanisation’ in Marbella. 

Witnesses nearby say that they 
heard a number of gunshots at 
around 8pm while SUR sources say 
that those assumed responsible 
fled the scene in a motor vehicle. 

Police this week were looking 
for two men in connection with 
the incident.

Mother splits teacher’s 
lip with a headbutt 

MALAGA 
:: F. GUTIÉRREZ.  A schoolteacher 
remains off work with a split lip 
after an angry parent headbut-
ted her because her son was “still 
hungry” having received insuf-
ficient bread and oil for break-
fast, laid on as part of the school’s 
Andalucía Day celebrations. 

The child’s grandfather had al-
ready come into the school ear-
lier in the day to complain, but 
the mother arrived at the end of 
the school day to confront the 
teacher at Miguel Fernández  pri-
mary school in Churriana. 

Teachers’ unions have leapt to 
the victim’s support.

Man hands himself in 
after killing flatmate 

TORREMOLINOS 
:: Á. F. / J. C.  A 70-year-old Span-
ish man handed himself into po-
lice in Torremolinos on Saturday 
after admitting to having killed 
his flatmate with a hammer days 
earlier following an argument be-
tween the pair. 

National Police officers arrested 
the man while others went to the 
scene to confirm if what he was 
saying was true. 

On arrival at Plaza Río Aguasvi-
vas, they found the body of his flat-
mate, 77, also Spanish. 

The assailant was remanded in 
custody as the autopsy took place 
on Thursday.

:: Á. F. / J. C. 
MALAGA. The judge investigat-
ing the death of little Julen, who 
suffered a fatal fall down a narrow 
borehole in Totalán in January, has 
refused a request from the defence 
team of David Serrano, the owner 
of the land on which the hole was 
dug, to carry out further tests that 
would show conclusively that Ju-
len’s death was caused by the ef-
forts of the rescue workers. 

Lawyers from Lawbird Legal 
Services had asked for tests to be 
carried out to see whether falling 
rocks could be matched or not to 
the injuries  which ultimately 
caused Julen’s death. 

They maintain that a metal pick,  
weighing seven kilos, lowered into 
the hole to try to unblock earth  
may have come into contact with 
Julen and have asked for rescuers, 
including Guardia Civil, police and 
fire officers to be called to make 
statements. However, the judge 
refused these requests, primarily 
on the basis that other more ur-
gent lines of enquiry were still 
pending but said this decision could 
be appealed at a later date. 

Meanwhile, the parents of Ju-
len have called for “respect” this 
week as they announced that they 
would be reporting online abuse 
received over the case. 

Judge refuses tests requested 
by landowner’s defence team 
in Julen investigation

Julen’s parents last week, with Serrano (right) and his wife. :: M. F.

640,000 euros seized 
over false contract fraud 

MALAGA 
::  SUR. National Police officers 
have seized more than 640,000 
euros in assets (including real es-
tate and cash) from a criminal or-
ganisation which, by creating con-
tracts for ‘false’ employees across 
four companies (supposedly fish 
markets), was able to cash in on 
payments for unemployment, 
pensions and other subsidies. 

This was part of an investiga-
tion into Social Security fraud 
which has led to 21 arrests.
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Twice as many patients are 
waiting for operations and 
appointments as the 
figure offered by the 
previous PSOE regional 
government says the new 
regional Health chief 

:: M. D. TORTOSA/Á. ESCALERA 

SEVILLE / MALAGA. The new re-
gional government run by the Par-
tido Popular-Ciudadnos centre-right 
coalition has accused the previous 
Socialist-run Andalusian authority 
of hiding the true extent of health 
service waiting lists in official         
figures.  

Regional Health minister, Jesús 
Aguirre, said on Tuesday that at the 
end of last year there were 843,538 
people waiting for an operation or 
a specialist appointment with the 
SAS (Andalusian health service), 
548,000 more than the figure of-
fered by the previous government. 

Of those half a million “hidden” 
patients, nearly 100,000 are in the 
province of Malaga. The Health De-
partment’s delegate for this area, 
Patricia Navarro, said on Wednes-
day that in June last year, the Social-
ist government reported just under 
60,000 people on waiting lists in 
the province, whereas the real fig-
ure offered by the new government 
is more than 156,000. 

The discrepancy appears to lie in 
the fact that the previous govern-
ment did not include patients whose 
condition or treatment did not have 
a maximum waiting limit. Neither 
did the previous figures include pa-
tients who had not yet been given 
a date for their appointment, spe-
cialist-to-specialist referrals or pa-
tients who had been sent for treat-
ment at private hospitals when their 
wait was about to exceed the maxi-
mum time allowed. 

According to the new figures, pa-

tients in Malaga province have to 
wait on average 332 days for an op-
eration, a figure significantly higher 
than the 68 day average quoted by 

the last regional government. 
Of the 30,730 people currently 

in line for an operation, 7,397 have 
been waiting for more than a year, 

according to the current SAS figures.  
In the case of outpatient appoint-

ments with specialists, 136,387 peo-
ple are waiting in the province of 
Malaga, with an average delay of 
132 days. This waiting time was pre-
viously reported to be 51 days for a 
total of 50,566 patients. 

To solve the waiting list problem, 
the regional minister announced an 
emergency injection of 25.5 million 
euros between now and the end of 
the year. The funds will be used to 
increase the number of operations 
carried out, reach an overtime agree-
ment with health professionals and 
refer patients to private hospitals 
which have contracts with the pub-
lic service where necessary. Of the 
25.5 million, 15 will go towards con-
tracts with private facilities.

New Junta accuses Socialists of hiding 
half a million patients from waiting lists

Hispanist Ian Gibson helped un-
veil a plaque in Malaga this 
week which records the time 
spent by poet Federico García 
Lorca in the city. In fact the 
García Lorcas regularly trav-
elled from Granada to spend 
their summers in Malaga’s Ho-
tel Hernán Cortés. Federico’s 
letters and postcards sent to 
figures such as the painter Ben-
jamín Palencia and composer 
Manuel de Falla reflect his ad-
miration for the city. Lorca spe-
cialist Gibson joined govern-
ment delegate María Gámez on 
Monday for an event held at 
the former hotel, now central 
government offices.

MALAGA CAN 

NOW OFFICIALLY 

CLAIM “LORCA 

WAS HERE”

:: SUR

Train station work to 
start in October 

TORREMOLINOS 
::  ALBERTO GÓMEZ. Work  on 
the 4.5-million-euro project to 
rebuild the train station in the 
Plaza de la Nogalera in Torremo-
linos will start in October, the 
town’s mayor confirmed this 
week. The 18-month scheme will 
create a more accessible station 
with lifts and ramps and follows 
years of protests from local resi-
dents, many of whom are unable 
to use the current station which 
only has a one-way escalator that 
is often out of order. Preliminary 
works to prepare the area will be-
gin in May at the Caballitos 
roundabout.

La Nogalera station. :: SUR

Junta announces plan 
to improve PTA access 

MALAGA 
:: ÁLVARO FRÍAS. The regional 
government has responded to re-
cent warnings from companies 
about the congestion on roads 
into the PTA tech park by an-
nouncing an action plan to solve 
the problem. According to re-
gional minister Elías Bendodo, 
the package of measures will in-
clude new traffic lights or round-
abouts, among other initiatives. 
The plan, which is hoped will re-
assure the firms that hinted they 
could be forced to leave the park, 
will be on the table in three 
months’ time, said Bendodo.

HERE AND THERE

Norwegian puts 1.4 
million seats on sale 

MALAGA 
:: P. MARTÍNEZ. The fourth big-
gest airline in terms of move-
ments at Malaga airport, Norwe-
gian, has announced that it is 
stepping up its links to and from 
the Costa del Sol this summer. A 
total of 1.45 million seats are 
available on flights between 
Malaga Airport and destinations 
in Norway, Denmark, Sweden, 
Finland, Germany, Poland and 
Spain. The announcement comes 
as a relief to the Costa del Sol af-
ter the airline recently closed its 
island bases in Palma de Mallorca, 
Gran Canaria and Tenerife.

PSOE defends  
figures and warns        
of privatisation 

The PSOE was quick to respond 
to the accusations, saying that 
its figures were verified and 
compiled according to the guide-
lines given to regional health 
authorities by the central gov-
ernment. In a statement the So-
cialists accused the Junta of ly-
ing because it is paving the way 
for more outsourcing and priva-
tisation. “Andalucía is below the 
national average in patient wait-
ing figures, in the percentage of 
patients waiting for more than 
six months and average waiting 
times. In Andalucía nine out of 
ten patients have surgery within 
the established time limit,” said 
the statement.

Patients in a health centre waiting room. :: SUR
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The 40-million-euro 
project in the old town 
will see the historic 
building recovered for 
public use, plazas and a 
viewpoint  

:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. The council in 
Torremolinos has announced that 
a historic flour mill in the heart of 
the resort is to be restored as part of 
a luxury hotel project on the land 
around it. The Molina de la Bóveda 
is a disused 18th-century mill over-
looking the sea by the cemetery and 
close to Calle San Miguel. 

 The plan was announced this 
week by the town’s mayor, José Or-
tiz, and the owners of the land 
where the mill is located, Promo-
ciones Valdechoque SL. Although 
the project needs final clearance at 
the next council meeting, laying 
the foundations will start soon af-
terwards. The land will be used for 
200-bedroom, glass-fronted hotel 
and include new walkways to con-
nect the beach to the historic cen-
tre and the town’s newly redevel-
oped pedestrianised areas. 

The 3,500-square-metre devel-
opment will respect the surround-
ing environment, including ruins 
of other mills nearby and the 100-
year-old ficus tree that stands where 
the hotel’s forecourt will be located. 
The tree has protected status, as does 
the old mill building which the 
council hopes to use as a visitor cen-
tre once it is handed over by the 

landowners as part of the deal and 
the restoration is complete.  

The work, which it is estimated 
will take three years to complete, 
will create two public squares, Plaza 
del Molino and Plaza del Ficus. The 
Plaza del Molino will connect to the 
Cuesta del Tajo steps up from the 
beach, while the 2,000-square-me-
tre Plaza del Ficus will become a look-
out point with panoramic sea views. 

Empty for many years 
The property has stood abandoned 
for many years and the town hall 
has made many unsuccessful at-
tempts to acquire it. The mill is part 
of a group of mills that were built 
between the 15th and 18th centu-

ries to make flour and parts of it have 
since been used as a private home 
and a restaurant.  

The hotel will create approxi-
mately 80 new jobs and the overall 
project will require an investment 
of 40 million euros.  

The architect responsible for the 
project, Jesús Del Moral, said, “The 
main attraction of the project is that 
it opens up the area and generates 
a large square and an urban environ-
ment that recognises all the exist-
ing elements, such as the old ficus 
and the emblematic mills.” 

Major hotel chains are currently 
in negotiations to take over and fur-
ther details are expected to be an-
nounced shortly.

Plans in motion to turn land by old 
Torremolinos mill into new hotel 

Computerised image of the new hotel in Torremolinos. :: SUR

Innovative new pergola 
in central Torremolinos 
to be extended  

TORREMOLINOS 
::  T. BRYANT. Torremolinos town 
hall has announced its plans to ex-
tend the town’s eye-catching new 
pergola so that it covers almost the 
entire pedestrianised central boule-
vard. The Pergola Torremolinos was 
designed by Salvador Moreno Per-
alta, the architect responsible for 

creating the town’s new look, and 
the decorative structure will now 
be extended to the Avenida Palma 
de Mallorca.  

The aluminium covering recre-
ates the movement of waves and 
has become the focal point of the 
redesigned Plaza Costa del Sol.  

The extension will again be 
manufactured by Santa and Cole, 
who claim that the design is “so in-
novative that it is worth exporting 
to other countries in Europe and 
around the world”.

HERE AND THERE

Pergola Torremolinos is the main attraction on the boulevard. :: T. B.

Hotel Tritón expansion 
plan to be studied 

BENALMÁDENA 
:: SUR. The well-known Tritón ho-
tel on Benalmádena Costa has been 
given the go ahead for a study on 
the impact of its plan to extend the 
property.  

The owner, Best Hotels, wants to 
build more rooms, update the land-
scaping around the building and add 
parking for 200 cars. 

The mayor has highlighted the 
benefits of the plan for the resort. 

:: T. B. 
FUENGIROLA. Age Concern 
Fuengirola/Mijas has announced 
it will soon extend its services fur-
ther along the coast. The charity, 
which began in 2014, currently cov-
ers the area of Fuengirola and Mi-
jas, but due to an increased demand 
for assistance, it will soon offer 
help to the older expat community 

living in Benalmádena and Arroyo 
de la Miel.  

The charity, which has received 
the backing of the Benalmádena 
Foreign Residents Department, 
offers senior citizens a chance to 
socialise with like-minded people, 
while also offering a varied pro-
gramme of care services. 

However, as the organisation 
continues to grow, the need for 
volunteers has become a priority 
and the charity is appealing to any-
one who can provide a few hours 
each week to help with transpor-
tation, home visits and the run-
ning of its shop in Los Boliches.

Age Concern 
branches out to 
Benalmádena 

:: T. BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. The Cudeca Foun-
dation opened a new charity shop 
in Los Boliches on Tuesday. The 
second-hand outlet, the charity’s 
second in Fuengirola, was inaugu-
rated by the mayor of Fuengirola, 
Ana Mula. The opening ceremony 

was attended by various Cudeca 
officials and volunteers.  

Cudeca now has 22 charity 
shops in the Malaga province, the 
first of which opened in Fuengi-
rola in 1992. The new shop is lo-
cated in Calle Párroco Ildefonso 
López Lozano. 

New Cudeca charity shop 
opens in Los Boliches 

Marisa Martín cuts the ribbon at the opening of the shop. :: SUR
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Town hall announces 
gourmet market plans 

TORROX 
:: E. C. Torrox town hall has re-
vealed plans to turn the exist-
ing market on its Plaza de la 
Constitución into a gourmet 
market, with a central bar where 
visitors will be able to sample 
local food. The announcement 
was made last Friday by mayor, 
Óscar Medina, a month after 
the town was named gastron-
omy capital of Malaga to pro-
mote the Sabor a Málaga (taste 
of Malaga) food brand.

HERE AND THERE

Latest themed shower 
nods to local tradition 

TORRE DEL MAR 
:: SUR. The newest themed shower 
to be unveiled on Torre del Mar 
beach is in the shape of a boquerón, 
or anchovy; the local Malaga tra-
ditional fish. The latest addition 
to the beach was officially inau-
gurated by tourism councillor, Jesús 
Atencia, on Tuesday. The giant bo-
querón joins a dancing lighthouse, 
which is painted in the same blue 
and white stripes as the town’s 
iconic lighthouse, and flip-flop 
shaped showers, which were             
installed last year. 

Town hall commits to 
renewable energy 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 
:: SUR. Rincón de la Victoria town 
hall has installed photovoltaic so-
lar panels on its main building in 
the town centre. The installation 
measures 100 square metres,  has 
a 15-year life span and is expected 
to save the council around 4,000 
euros per year.  “We are commit-
ted to renewable energy and to 
energy saving solutions,” said in-
frastructure councillor, Sergio 
Díaz, on Tuesday. Last year the 
town hall introduced LED light-
ing to a number of public spaces.

:: A. PELÁEZ 

EL TRAPICHE. El Trapiche-
based fruit giant, Trops, sent its 
first ever shipment of avocados 
to the USA  last week. A boat car-
rying a  container of the subtropi-
cal fruit set sail on 1 March  and 
is expected to arrive in New York 
on the 10th, where the avocados 
will be distributed among super-
markets in the city. 

Trops first had talks with agen-
cies in the United States as far 
back as 1998 to try to access the 
market, but it wasn’t until 2015 
when representatives from the 
US Animal and Plant Health Serv-
ice (APHIS) and the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) vis-
ited Trops’ headquarters in the 
Axarquía, along with Spanish gov-
ernment representatives, to in-
spect the company’s premises and 
protocols. “This shows the ma-
turity of Trops as a collective of 
producers,” said Enrique Colilles, 
manager of Trops, last Friday. 
Trops is a collective of 2,800 farm-
ers from Andalucía, Valencia, Ali-
cante and the Algarve in Portu-
gal and its principal produce are 
mangoes and avocados.

First ever shipment 
of Iberian 
avocados en route 
to USA and NYC 
supermarkets

The project forms part of a 
10-million-euro European 
funding programme and 
will look into the 
possibility of creating 
holiday accommodation 

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Experts from 
the University of Malaga are cur-
rently carrying out an in-depth study 
of the state of 10 of the 17 historic 
watchtowers which once defended 
Vélez-Málaga’s coastline. The study 
will inform the town hall as to work 
needed to restore the coastal towers 
as well as possible future uses. 

According to the councillor for em-
ployment, María José Roberto, one 
idea is to convert some into holiday 
accommodation, which she believes 
would promote the area’s diversity 
to tourists and increase employment. 
However, she added that the town 
hall will not be able to make any de-
cision until the experts’ report has 
been handed to them and studied. 

Vélez-Málaga is paying for the 
study with part of the 10 million-
euro ERDF (European Regional De-
velopment Fund) money that it has 

been awarded for integrated sustain-
able development projects. 

The Torre Moya in Benajarafe, 
Torre Atalaya, Torre Cortijo Los Lara, 
Torre de Cerro Tambor, Torre de Be-
nadalid, Torre de Almayate Alto, 
Torre de Chilches, Torre del Jaral, 
Torre de Manganeta and Torre de 
Lagos are all included in the project. 
The Torre del Mar castle, Vélez-
Málaga fort and Castillo de Marqués 

in Valle-Niza, which is used as a ca-
tering school, will also be included 
in the study, according to Roberto. 
Other projects which are set to come 
out of the European funding include 
repairing the tram infrastructure, 
introducing renewable energy and 
more efficient lighting in town hall 
buildings, street lighting and the 
expansion of fibre optics through-
out the municipality.

Experts carry out in-depth study 
of Vélez-Málaga’s old watchtowers

Experts inspect the Vigía de la Manganeta tower in Almayate. :: SUR

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

FRIGILIANA. Frigiliana features in 
the latest Spanish Coca-Cola advert 
which was first televised and shown 
on the internet on Monday. Viewers 
get a brief glimpse of people having 
lunch at a restaurant which was es-
pecially created for the promotional 
video, on the Barribarto mirador on 
Calle Santo Cristo. The theme of the 
advertisement is food bringing peo-

ple together and the music is a ver-
sion of Louis Armstrong’s What A 
Wonderful World. Frigiliana Mayor, 
Alejandro Herrero, said he was 
“pleased” with the advertisement 
and added that when Coca-Cola ap-
proached the town hall, they put the 
company in touch with residents 
who have mules and horses to carry 
materials up to the mirador as cars 
cannot access that part of Frigiliana.

Frigiliana features in latest 
Coca-Cola advert in Spain

A still of the Frigilana scene in the latest Coca-Cola advert. :: SUR
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EU while negotiations continue. May 
will be hoping the EU makes accept-
able concessions to satisfy MPs’ con-
cerns that the current deal may keep 
the UK in the EU indefinitely to 
avoid a hard border with Ireland. 

Meanwhile, the some 400,000 
British citizens living in Spain are 
waiting to see what their future le-
gal position will be. The nervous 
situation was calmed last Friday 
when Spanish ministers agreed that 
rights for UK nationals who are resi-
dent in Spain would be broadly kept 
the same as now in the extreme case 
of no deal with the EU. 

This vote of confidence from 
Spain, along with the EU’s draft 
Withdrawal Agreement confirming 
citizens’ rights if there is the oppo-
site outcome and  an exit deal is 
signed, brings more comfort to Brit-
ish residents. Rights to healthcare, 
UK pensions, residency, work and  
in other areas would continue with 
or without an exit deal once Britain 
eventually leaves the EU. 

In the decree, in the event of no 
deal, Britons would need to apply  for 

a new foreigners ID card  by  January 
2021.   

The Spanish government’s con-
tingency move still has to be ap-
proved by the Madrid Congreso in 
the coming days and is dependent 
on the UK government returning 
the favour for Spaniards who live in 
Britain, something that London has 
previously indicated it would do. 

This week British Consulates con-
tinued their  activity informing 
British residents in Spain about the 
current situation. A spokesperson 
urged people to check the informa-
tion website, Living in Spain, sign-
ing up for email updates, as well as 
‘following’ the UK Embassy’s ‘Brits 
in Spain’ Facebook page. People 
were also asked to share the links 
with their  British friends in Spain.

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. While the British parlia-
ment gets ready for a series of make-
or-break votes next week, contin-
gency plans continue to be put in 
place by both Spanish and UK 
authorities  in the event that Britain 
leaves the EU with no agreed deal. 

If  Westminster MPs fail to back 
the  UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement 
in a vote on 12 March, Prime Min-
ister Theresa May has agreed to ask-
ing them to decide whether Britain 
should go for no-deal with the EU 
and leave on 29 March, or ask for an 
extension, keeping Britain in the 

As the countdown to a 
possible UK exit from the 
EU on 29 March 
continues, the British 
Consulate advises people 
to check its website   

Spanish government approves decree giving 
rights to British residents in a no-deal Brexit   

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA.  The Spanish govern-
ment’s  contingency measures to 
protect British residents’ rights is-
sued last week would only come 
into effect if Britain did not reach a 
broader Brexit deal with the EU in 
the Withdrawal Agreement that UK 
MPs will vote on next week. 

In these alternative ‘hard Brexit’  
measures, people living  in Spain 
would have to apply for a foreigner 
identity card before January 2021 
to show that they were legally resi-
dent. For people who had perma-
nent residency already as EU citi-
zens, the ministers’ decree says that 
the process would be largely auto-
matic, whereas those without that 

may need to take extra steps to get 
a foreign residents’ card. The exact 
process has not been announced. 

The Spanish government also en-
visages agreements whereby Brit-
ish registered residents would con-
tinue to receive their UK pensions 
in Spain and get public healthcare. 
In addition, the right of British work-
ers in Spain to get healthcare would 
be maintained.  

Tourists would also be able to re-
ceive emergency healthcare in Spain  
as now, providing that the UK 
authorities did the same thing for 
Spanish visitors to Britain.    

The no-deal contingency meas-
ures would also apply to people liv-
ing in Gibraltar. 

What will the Spanish do if there 
is no deal or a hard brexit?  

A pro-EU protester in Westminster where MPs vote next week. :: EP

z·   For up-to-date official Brexit 
information for those in Spain :                     
Official UK site:  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ 
living-in-spain 
(sign up there for email alerts) 
UK Embassy facebook page for 
daily comment: https://es-
es.facebook.com/BritsInSpain/ 
Spanish goverment site in 
English:    
http://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/la
ng/en/brexit/howtoprepare/Pagi
nas/index.aspx                                 

BREXIT
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The Gibraltar government 
says the agreement is 
beneficial as it protects 
Gibraltar as a separate 
and autonomous tax 
jurisdiction  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The UK, on behalf 
of and at the request of Gibraltar, 
and Spain signed a tax treaty this 
week which the Gibraltar govern-
ment says will be beneficial, not 
least because it protects Gibraltar 
as a separate and autonomous tax 
jurisdiction and Spain has commit-
ted to removing Gibraltar from its 
blacklists.  

The new agreement was signed 
by the UK as the state responsible 
for Gibraltar’s external relations, 
but was mainly negotiated be-
tween Gibraltar and Spain and only 

applies to them. 
The full text of the agreement 

was released by chief minister Fa-
bian Picardo on Wednesday, and 
he recorded a video explaining the 
main points. These include a dou-
ble taxation agreement, in other 
words the tax paid by Spanish 

workers employed in Gibraltar or 
vice versa will be discounted from 
their taxes in their country of resi-
dence, and a commitment to ex-
change tax information.  

The treaty now has to be rati-
fied by the UK and Spanish parlia-
ments before coming into force.

New tax treaty signed for Gibraltar 
and Spain earlier this week

IN BRIEF

New stamps to mark 
Women’s Day 

GIBRALTAR 
::  D.B. The Minister for Equality, 
Samantha Sacramento, and the Gi-
braltar Philatelic Bureau launched 
a new set of stamps this week to 
commemorate International 
Women’s Day (IWD).  The stamps 
were designed by secondary school 

pupils in a competition last Novem-
ber on the UN’s theme for this year’s 
IWD, ‘Think Equal, Build Smart, 
Innovate for Change’. 

The prize-winning designs were 
created by Eliana Medici of West-
side School, Kiarah Gomez of Bay-
side School and Sara Rumford, also 
of Westside. Ms Sacramento said 
she was thrilled about the new 
stamps, and is sure the winners are  
very proud of their achievements.

Piano donated for John 
Mackintosh theatre  

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. A Bechstein piano has been 
donated to Gibraltar Cultural Serv-
ices for community use, and will 
be kept at the John Mackintosh 
Hall Theatre for functions and per-
formances. The donation was made 
by Ruth Parasol, from the Parasol 
Foundation, via the Gibraltar Acad-
emy of Music and Performing arts. 
The piano was used for the first 
time this week as part of the Young 
Musicians Festival.

Talk on Brexit and 
business on Tuesday 

GIBRALTAR 
: :  D.B. There will be a talk on 
‘Brexit- what will it mean for your 
business’ at the university on Tues-
day, starting with an address by 
deputy chief minister Dr Joseph 
Garcia at 4pm and an introduction 
by the Collector of Customs, John 
Rodriguez. The talk will be given   
by Dr Lars Karlsson, an advisor to 
the UK and EU governments on 
Customs, borders and trade mat-
ters related to Brexit. 

The chief minister recorded a video about the tax treaty. :: SUR
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The move is among 
express, royal decrees 
issued recently which 
touch on areas of 
welfare policy and 
which rival political 
parties have criticised  

:: SUR 

MADRID. The government pub-
lished a royal decree this week ex-
tending paternity leave for new dads 
from five to eight weeks, although 
it won’t come properly into force un-
til 1 April. It is one of a raft of meas-
ures approved by the Spanish Cabi-
net using this express legislative route 
ahead of elections next month.    

The new paternity leave rules say 
that the amount being taken will 
rise to the same as women from eight 
weeks this year to 12 weeks in 2020 
and 16 weeks in 2021.  They won’t 
just be applied to births, but also to 

adoptions of children under a year. 
By 2021,  a father will take six weeks 
after the birth and the remaining 10 
weeks until the child is one, which 
can be spread out part time.  

Both parents can now also have 
an hour off a day until the child is 
nine months old to give milk or, al-
ternatively, accumulate them as ex-
tra days of leave. 

Criticism of use of decree 
The government has issued several 
other royal decrees recently, which 
are a form of government order ap-
plied  more or less immediately and 
then voted on by Congreso later. De-
signed for emergencies, there has 
been criticism this week from rival 
parties that ministers are  using them 
too much as a form of electioneering 
ahead of 28 April’s  general election. 

Although Congreso was dissolved 
this week ahead of the election, a 
permanent committee is still sitting 
to attend to legislative business. 

As well as approving measures to 
protect British citizens in the event 
of  a hard  Brexit (see page 14), de-
crees agreed last week included a re-
vision to property rental law after 
it had been rejected by Congreso 
twice before. 

Rental contract changes 
Among the new rules are that mini-
mum contract periods go up to five 
years from three years for private 
renters and tourist-home rentals be-
come a regional responsibility. Resi-
dents can now say no to tourist rent-
als in their block or street if three 
fifths of the “comunidad” is against.   

The government has also decreed 
that social security payments will 
continue to be paid where people 
are forced to stop work to look after 
a dependent person, and that com-
panies with 50 staff must keep a reg-
ister of pay levels of men and women 
to prove they are doing more to re-
duce any salary gap.  

Government agrees to give new 
fathers same leave as mothers 

Increased paternity leave entitlement comes in next month as part of a raft of new measures. :: SUR

The Supreme Court 
quizzed witnesses this 
week about events on 
20 September and                  
1 October 2017  

:: MATEO BALÍN 

BARCELONA. After the twelve 
on trial testified in the first week 
and national politicians in the sec-
ond, this week has focused on sen-
ior public officials who were in-
volved in reacting to events around 
the illegal declaration of independ-
ence in Catalonia in autumn 2017. 

On Wednesday, trial judges  
heard  from the court secretary 
who went with Guardia Civil offi-
cers to search  the regional finance 
ministry on 20 September 2017.  
During that search, she was trapped 
in the building for 15 hours as a 
large, organised crowd blocked the 
entrance, damaging police vehicles. 

The court official told the Su-
preme Court in Madrid that she 
had felt threatened by the thou-
sands outside the building and had 
to escape over rooftops with po-
lice once she had finished her work. 

She had been looking for evi-
dence of illegal funding for the 
planned independence referendum 
and the alleged violence outside 
was a main reason leading to a 
charge of sedition against some of 
the accused. The Mossos d’Esquadra 
regional police force was also criti-
cised for supposedly doing little to 
help the Guardia Civil and the      
secretary. 

The Guardia Civil colonel in 
charge of trying to stop public 
buildings being used for the ille-
gal referendum on 1 October 2017  
also testified this week, saying he 
felt  “conned” by the regional-con-
trolled police who allegedly col-
luded behind his back to help the 
referendum take place. 

Court investigators and 
police testify in ongoing trial 
of Catalan separatist leaders 

:: SUR 

BARCELONA. Cabify has re-
turned to Barcelona with half the 
amount of drivers it had before the 
Catalan government introduced a 
raft of regional restrictions on pri-
vate-hire-vehicle services just over 
a month ago. Taxis had gone on 
strike in the city in late January, 
complaining that the Uber-style 
services were unfair competition. 

Now Cabify, a Spanish brand 
similar to Uber, is back. In response 

to the new Catalan rule that pri-
vate-hire vehicles must leave a 
time gap between receiving a book-
ing and picking up the passenger, 
Cabify is using a loophole that says 
15 minutes must pass after the 
service has been “contracted”. Us-
ers are now asked by the company’s 
phone app to contract a continu-
ous service agreement with the 
first journey, removing the need 
to wait 15 minutes on future trips. 

Cabify has agreed to remove the 
GPS positioning map of its cars 
and only show it once the reser-
vation is confirmed. The company 
has also changed its business 
model, acquiring 300 private hire 
licences, rather than work with 
each licence holder individually. 

Uber is waiting to see what hap-
pens before reentering the city and 
taxi unions have claimed “fraud”.

Cabify returns to 
Catalonia after a 
month with way to 
get round private- 
hire-car restrictions 
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T
his week saw Luis Gari-
cano, an economic advi-
sor for Ciudadanos, an-
nouncing that the cen-

trist party will impose tighter 
regulations on corporations if it 
gains a share of power on April 
28th. “We have been very con-
cerned that many sectors in Spain 
have been getting monopolised 
over time,” Garcicano told a some-
what flustered Bloomberg TV in-
terviewer on Wednesday.  

He went on to say that major 
companies in the energy, electric-
ity and telecommunications sec-
tors have too much market power 
and that regulatory bodies are not 
sufficiently independent of politi-
cal influence. Ciudadanos, said 
Garicano, would address both is-
sues if in office, thus opening up 
competition and reducing politi-
cians’ control of big business. 

So-far, so market-friendly (the 
phrase that’s most often used to 
describe Ciudadanos). Garicano 
was also asked what the party’s 
first economic change would be if 
it found itself in government, and 
answered that the key to bolster-
ing Spain’s productivity and com-
petitiveness is improving educa-
tion. His interviewer seemed un-
convinced by the response, but it 
revealed Ciudadanos to be far 

more progressive in this respect 
than its potential right-wing allies 
- the rapidly regressing Conserva-
tives and the far-right Vox. The 
only other Spanish parties one 
could imagine giving a similar an-
swer at the moment are the PSOE 
and Podemos, although the latter 
has always highlighted its ideo-
logical differences with its rival 
newcomer. 

Led by 39-year-old Catalonian 

Albert Rivera, Ciudadanos de-
scribes itself as liberal, secular and 
post-nationalist. Currently posi-
tioned third in the opinion polls 
behind the PSOE and the Popular 
Party (PP), it’s likely to be the 
kingmaker on April 28th, possess-
ing the ideological flexibility to 
team up with parties to its right or 
left (in the past it has attempted 
to make or has made pacts with 
both the Conservatives and the 
Socialists). Over the coming 
weeks, as Spain enters election 
mode, the party will have plenty 
of opportunities to indicate which 
direction it proposes to take at the 
end of April.  

Ciudadanos has already made 
one thing clear, though: it will not 
be teaming up with the Socialists 
(no party is likely to secure a par-
liamentary majority on April 
28th, so the next government will 

almost certainly be some kind of 
coalition). Rivera argues that Sán-
chez has undermined the Spanish 
Constitution in attempting to 
open a dialogue with Catalan sepa-
ratists; for that reason, he has 
ruled out an alliance with the 
PSOE.  

Such a pairing was also tabled in 
early 2016, as Spanish parties tried 
to form a government after De-
cember 2015’s inconclusive elec-
tion. But it never materialised, 
chiefly because Podemos leader 
Pablo Iglesias said he would not 
support a partnership between the 
PSOE and Ciudadanos. This time, 
it’s the divisive issue of Catalonia 
that stands in the way, thus pre-
venting the formation of a dy-
namic and progressive coalition - 
perhaps the best available out of 
all the possible combinations 
come April 28th. 

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

SOMETHING IN 
THE WAY

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

A total of 6,523 primary 
residences nationally 
had a resale ban put on 
them when owners 
couldn’t keep up 
payments, 40% down 
on a year earlier  

:: EFE 

MADRID. The amount of proper-
ties embargoed for non-payment 
of the mortgage rose 1.6 per cent 
across Spain in 2018. In total 
53,857 properties nationally were 
embargoed, just under 20 percent 
of which were in Andalucía. 

Across Spain, 6,523 were pri-
mary residences of private indi-
viduals, almost 41 per cent less 
than the previous year. 

A further 2,389 homes were sec-
ond residences, down some 30 per 
cent  on a year ago. 

The rest of the mortgages relate 
to other types of property, such as 
garages, industrial units and homes 
in the hands of companies.  

Around 20 per cent of embar-
goes were on new-build properties 
and 80 per cent on property that 
had previously been occupied. 

Just over 57 per cent of the mort-
gages on properties being embar-
goed were taken out in the period 

2005-2008 at the height of the last 
real estate sale boom. 

By region, Andalucía led the way 
at 10,123 mortgages embargoed, 
followed by the Valencia region 
(10,076) and Catalonia (8,841). 

 The lowest areas for mortgage 
embargoes were the Basque Coun-
try (261), Navarre (342) and the 
Balearics (802).

Andalucía tops the list of 
properties embargoed in 2018  

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. The Costa del Sol is one 
of the parts of Spain where prices 
of newly-built homes are rising 
the fastest. According to a respected 
real estate valuation report, in 
Malaga province, including the 
Costa del Sol, prices were up six 
per cent in January 2019 compared 
to January 2018 for flats and houses 
bought new from developers.  

The Sociedad de Tasación’s ana-
lyts said that they expected prices 
to continue to rise in the Costa 
area this year, but with less vol-
ume of business than in the last 
12 months. 

It also warned that the failure 
of Marbella to agree a new PGOU 

master town plan to replace the 
old 1986 one was likely to have a 
negative impact on the evolution 
of the market in that resort. 

Looking at Andalucía overall, 
Malaga province was the fastest 
growing in terms of prices on new-
build property, followed by Seville 
and Granada provinces.  

At a national level, the areas 
where new property prices in-
creased the most were Catalonia 
(7.7%), Madrid (7.5%), followed 
by the Balearics on 5.8%. The av-
erage for the country as a whole 
was 5.4%. 

The report waspresented in an 
innovative format to look like a 
weather map. 

Prices of new Costa homes 
among fastest rising in Spain  

A building going up on the Costa del Sol. :: ÑITO SALAS / FILE PHOTO

The huge ITB travel and tourism fair has been taking place this week in 
Berlin. It’s a key date in the Andalusian marketing calendar. Local and 
regional politicians have been in the German capital to promote their 
areas’ charms, supported by a special supplement produced by SUR, 
held in the photo by Bemalmádena’s mayor, Víctor Navas (2nd left).

COSTA DEL SOL 
GOES IN SEARCH OF 
GERMAN TOURISTS

:: SALVADOR SALAS

Around 20 per cent of 
embargoes were on 
new-build properties 
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F
rayed collar, worn out 
cuffs and a mysterious 
and rather ugly paint 
stain. It was no good, I 

really would have to buy a new 
jacket after having put it off for 
the last couple of years. But when 
exactly and, for that matter, how? 

I certainly wasn’t going to 
waste an afternoon in a series of 
high street clothes shops listen-
ing to music that nobody can pos-
sibly like beneath neon lighting 
presumably originally designed 
to guide aircraft in to a safe land-
ing. Waddling in and out of coat 
hanger-strewn cubicles for hours 
on end, having my ears battered 
by Calvin Harris and Rhianna is 
not my idea of a good time, let me 
tell you.  

What about online shopping, 
then? It’s all the rage apparently. 
Well, no thanks - those city cen-
tre clothes shops might not be to 

my taste but at least they’re not 
hipster cafes selling seedy bread 
rolls and avocado smoothies. We 
should be thankful for small mer-
cies and support them. Well you 
should; I’ll just draw the line at 
not buying clothes on the inter-
net which, I’m sure you’ll agree, 
is a fair deal. 

In the end, as always, I decided 
procrastination was the most de-
sirable option and, as a conse-
quence, simply stuck my fingers 
in my ears, closed my eyes and 
pretended the whole jacket buy-
ing necessity thing wasn’t really 
happening. This went on for  
about a month with my coat lit-
erally falling to pieces while I 
looked the other way disingenu-
ously whistling a medley of Perry 
Como hits. 

And then a miracle. This very 
afternoon, I was just leaving the 
pub having performed some task 

so mundane that I’ve already for-
gotten what it was, when the lo-
cal Cudeca shop hove into view 
like an oasis in the desert. (For 
those readers who may be on a 
brief visit to the coast and there-
fore perhaps unaware of Cudeca, 
it’s the marvellous Cancer Care 
Association founded in 1991 by 
the equally marvellous Joan 
Hunt). I bounded through the 
door, took one look at the men’s 
jacket section, spied a cool suede 
number, tried it on, paid the 
friendly and jovial women at the 
counter and bade farewell all 
within a record-breaking three 
minutes.  

This, my friends, is what 
clothes shopping should be - no 
GBH of the tympanum, tasteful 
lighting, lovely display of wares 
and great staff to boot.  

Even better - not an avocado 
smoothie in sight.

Good buy my love
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

T
oday, international 
women’s day, will see men 
and women joining 
marches and events to 

support the feminist cause: women 
should have the same rights, power 
and opportunities as men. 

On the surface we can argue that 
at least in developed countries those 
goals have been achieved. For dec-
ades we have been able to vote, 
study, work our way up to senior 
management positions and even 
become prime minister. 

So why is the proportion of 
women in senior positions still so 
low? Why is there still a gender sal-
ary gap?  

The answer, I believe, is the rea-
son why feminism is still necessary. 

Women may be able to access sen-
ior management positions, but they 
are still considered responsible for 
bringing up their children and run-
ning their household. One of the 
problems suffered by working 

women is how to juggle work and 
family life. Why is this never a 
man’s problem? Why is it the 
women who are expected to do the 
juggling? If one parent needs to re-
duce their working hours for fam-

ily reasons, it is nearly always the 
mother. There are two possible rea-
sons:  one, because society assumes 
and convention states that it will 
be that way round; and the other, 
because the father earns more than 
the mother - which takes us back 
full circle to the salary gap issue.  

Women often argue that it is 
their choice, and perhaps even in-
stinct, to play a more prominent 
role in the running of their house-
hold and the bringing up of their 
children, even though both parents 
work full time. But perhaps it’s time 
we applied the equal opportunities 
approach to the domestic environ-
ment too.  

More men should be given the 
chance to draw up the weekly shop-

ping list and cook for the family, to 
decide which room needs cleaning 
and when, and enjoy the satisfac-
tion of leaving everything spotless, 
and to be in charge of identifying 
when a child needs new trousers. I 
know a lot of men already share 
these responsibilities, but to reach 
real levels of equality more men 
should be allowed into this world 
that has traditionally been domi-
nated by women. 

Today girls are being told they 
can aspire to be engineers, scien-
tists, doctors... that there are no bar-
riers for women in the workplace. 
At the same time, though, not 
enough young people are being 
shown that there are no barriers for 
men in the home.

Equal opportunities - 
in the home too

RACHEL HAYNES

PACHI

Affluence and isolation

I have just read the two letters 
in the edition of February 22nd 
and neither left me untouched. 

I agree that the constant per-
secution of the ‘manteros’ seems 
unfair and sad when it is the only 
possibility they may have to earn 
a living.  However much sadder 
for me is that they exist as the 
result of a society where people 
wish to exhibit their affluence 
carrying a handbag whose worth 
would feed a family for a year in 
a developing country.   

Whether the arti-
cle in question is fake 
or not is of little ac-
count. 

As to the letter 
about the Catalan 

separatists, to say that they only 
‘organised a referendum’ is far 
from the truth. Indeed, they or-
ganised an illegal referendum 
which more than half of the 
population of Catalonia did not 

want, but they also provoked vio-
lent confrontation with the Span-
ish police ending with a UDI, 
which, in many countries, is con-
sidered the equivalent to a coup 
d’état. The reason they have been 
detained awaiting trial is due to 
the obvious risk of escape once 
many of their fellow instigators 
had already fled the country.  We 
have yet to see the full extent of 
harm they have done to Catalo-
nia, I fear the economic reper-
cussions will be outweighed by 
the social rift that is damaging 
the co-existence for many thou-
sands of Catalans. 

Certainly in this concept there 
are many similarities with Brexit 
which reinforces my belief that 
pulling together and solidarity 
is far more conducive to human 
well-being than separatism and 
isolation. 
NICOLA BARKER 

BY EMAIL

Cliff edge 

Our self serving politicians keep 
telling us that the world is square 
and we will fall off the edge and 
crash. Poppycock! 

Why is the EU so intransigent 
regarding the Irish Border, when 
the IMF and ECB bent over back-
wards with a 75-billion-euro bail-
out package in order to keep dead-
weight Greece in the EU (now 
Greek debt is 300 billion euros)? 

Also it is strange that Switzer-
land bordered by many countries 
has no backstop problems from 
the EU. 

So the Irish border backstop is 
invented by the EU to keep us 
tied to them forever! 

David Cameron and Theresa 
May and various ministers have 
been backwards and forwards to 
the EU to no avail whatsoever 
and we leave on 29 March 2019. 

Once this has taken place, we 
will still continue with our Brus-
sels pilgrimage to attempt to 
reach an agreement on how 
many billions in compensation 
the EU want from us, so it will 
never ever be over. 
BRIAN JOHNSTON 

BENALMÁDENA COSTA
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I‛ve just been to see 
the doctor -he‛s 
given me a year

Is it that serious?

Well, now I‛m not 
sure whether he 
meant the time I‛ve 
got left to live, or to 
wait for an operation
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T
hey did not have large offi-
cial portraits in gold frames, 
as that was a privilege re-
served for men. These 

women challenged the rules of their 
times and questioned the social or-
der. They wrote about free love and 
motherhood, rape and submission, 
suicide and marriage. They were 
snubbed and humiliated, saw their 
books reduced to secondary titles and 

then thrown into the rubbish bin of 
oblivion. They were ignored after 
their deaths, but in life they man-
aged to open up a niche for them-
selves, publishing and leaving a re-
cord of having a voice of their own, 
something to say beyond the com-
placent silences and decorative smiles 
which, because they were women, 
were supposed to be their destiny. 

 The works of women writers from 
Malaga such as María Rosa de Gálvez 
and Isabel Oyarzábal Smith, and oth-
ers who were local by adoption, like 
Gamel Woolsey, Jane Bowles and 
Mercedes Formica, can occasionally 
be found in a library, but are await-
ing a definitive rescue. That, how-
ever, is not just a matter of time, but 

also of justice.  
Oyarzábal hated corsets, as she ex-

plains in her memoirs: “The other 
girls were proud of their tiny wasp 
waists and used to tell me I would al-
ways be remembered as the girl with-
out a waist. I was indifferent to their 
comments.”  

That detail gained symbolism as 
the years passed. Born in 1878, the 
daughter of middle-class parents (her 
father was Basque and her mother 
Scottish), she pierced the patriarchal 
system to conquer new areas of equal-
ity and freedom. She faced up to 
Primo de Rivera to demand univer-
sal suffrage and was Spain’s first fe-
male ambassador and work inspec-
tor. Madison Square Garden was 

packed when she made a speech criti-
cising the lack of international soli-
darity against the advance of fascism 
in Europe. However, it took over 70 
years for her autobiography to be 
published in Spain.   

María Rosa de Gálvez was born a 
century earlier and adopted by the 
Gálvez family, although it is sus-
pected that she was her adoptive fa-
ther’s biological daughter. She re-
ceived a good education which she 
complemented with talent and am-
bitious dramatic aspirations.  

She separated from her husband, 
a gambler who led her to bankruptcy, 
and cultivated poetry and theatre in 
an era that was hostile towards 
women with a literary vocation. She 

adored the tragic genre, although she 
was best-known as a writer of come-
dies. She defended independent, sub-
versive women, readers and travel-
lers, with whom she identified.  

Her biography, an example of free-
dom, is often summed up in one sin-
gle chapter: her alleged relationship 
with Manuel Godoy, one of Carlos 
IV’s ministers.  

Things didn’t change much in the 
following 100 years. Oyarzábal’s femi-
nist impulse also collided with cus-
toms and laws; her husband, Ceferino 
Palencia, was called before the judge 
on several occasions to give his con-
sent for his wife’s travels. He also ar-
ranged the rights of her books, be-
cause he was responsible for manag-
ing her finances.    

Women were often relegated into 
the shadow of their partners. Born 
in the USA, Gamel Woolsey is bur-
ied in the English Cemetery in 

They had no grand official portraits as men did, but they challenged the 
rules with works  of literature which were powerful but often ignored

ALBERTO  
GÓMEZ

A great writer who 
broke taboos 

Tennessee Williams and 
Truman Capote considered 
her one of the most tal-
ented but underestimated 
American writers. The 
novel Two Serious Ladies 
and the theatrical work In 
the Summer House explain 
why. She called for sexual 
freedom, overcame TB and, 
like Woolsey, damaged her 
own health through her lik-
ing for alcohol. She had a 
powerful personality, was 
heterodox and extravagant - 
and was the wife of Paul 
Bowles. That marriage over-
shadowed her work even 
though its merits tran-
scended the literary field; 
she overcame the taboos of 
the puritanical US society 
and many publishers and 
some colleagues considered 
her the genius of the pair, 
much more so than Paul. 
She spent the final years of 
her life in Malaga, and died 
there in 1973.

Jane Bowles 
(New York, 1917 -  
Malaga, 1973)

 agalmendres@diariosur.es

Malaga’s forgotten female writers

Great chronicler of 
the Civil War 

She was a poet and wrote 
Malaga Burning, an ex-
traordinary chronicle of 
the Civil War, although the 
chauvinism of history rele-
gated her to the status of 
Gerald Brenan’s wife. This 
American writer, who was 
born in 1895, described the 
annihilation of everyday 
life, the effect on the bom-
bardments on their neigh-
bours in Churriana, dragged 
into an incomprehensible 
spiral of blood and revenge. 
She turned normal people 
into the protagonists of 
that horror. Paradoxically, 
she wasn’t published in 
Spain until after her death 
in 1998, when Temas de 
Hoy released a translated 
version which, on the front 
cover, referred to her mar-
riage with Brenan to attract 
readers. She died of cancer 
in 1968 and is buried in the 
English Cemetery in 
Malaga. 

Gamel Woolsey 
(South Carolina, 1895 - 
Malaga, 1968)

A feminist icon in 
the 18th century 

She was rescued from a 
home by one of the most 
powerful families of the 
Malaga of the 18th century: 
the Gálvezs of Macharaviaya. 
She overcame chauvinist 
prejudices, attempts to ridi-
cule her work, court cases 
and matrimonial conflicts.  
She gave free rein to her lit-
erary ambition and came out 
victorious in a difficult com-
mitment for any women of 
that time. Her dramas and 
comedies were published 
and premiered with success 
in the main theatres of the 
Madrid of King Carlos IV. She 
admired free and subversive 
women, with whom she 
identified, and denounced 
with intelligence the chau-
vinist oppression of those 
years. Works such as Los Fig-
urones Literarios and Safo 
displayed her feminist voca-
tion. She died in 1806, when 
she was 38, and was buried 
with no pomp in Madrid.

María Rosa de Gálvez 
(Malaga, 1768 -  
Madrid, 1806)

A pioneer and 
social activist 

Born in 1878 in Calle Pe-
ligro, near the city’s 
Alameda, she is considered 
one of the mothers of 
modern feminism. The 
education she received at 
home was fundamental in 
understanding her activ-
ism, which was based on 
an unshakeable social com-
mitment. She was Spain’s 
first female ambassador, in 
Sweden and Finland from 
1937 to 1939, after becom-
ing the first female work 
inspector  in 1933. How-
ever, it was more than 70 
years before her autobiog-
raphy, Hambre de libertad. 
Memorias de una Embaja-
dora Republicana was pub-
lished in Spain. Oyarzábal, 
whose mother was Scot-
tish, had originally written 
the book in English,  and 
published it in the USA in 
1940 under the original ti-
tle I Must Have Liberty. 
She was 62 years old.

Isabel Oyarzábal 
(Malaga, 1878- Mexico City, 
1974)

The lawyer who 
challenged the 
regime  

This lawyer from Cadiz, 
who was a dedicated sup-
porter of the Falange,  
fought a major battle with 
the authorities to change 
the 66 clauses in the Civil 
Code which made women 
the prisoners of their hus-
bands. She was a follower 
of Primo de Rivera and a 
friend of Lorca. The 
Women’s Section can-
celled one of her confer-
ences calling for the incor-
poration of women into 
the world of work. She 
published some novels un-
der a pseudonym, and oth-
ers under her own name. 
She challenged Francoism 
from the inside and, in the 
post-war period, criticised 
the chauvinist attitude 
which judged male and fe-
male adultery differently. 
She died in Malaga in 2002, 
after losing her memory 
through Alzheimer’s. 

Mercedes Formica 
(Cadiz, 1913 -  
Malaga,  2002)
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:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

MALAGA. Andrés Arenas and En-
rique Girón “accidentally” came 
across a copy of I Must Have Liberty 
(1940), the autobiography Isabel 
Oyarzábal wrote in English. They 
were so impressed that they decided 
to translate it into Spanish, as it had 
never been published here, and gave 
it the title Hambre de Libertad.  

Something similar occurred with 
Aurora Luque, a poet from Malaga, 
and María Rosa de Gálvez. Reading 
De Gálvez’s Safo shifted  all that she 
had learned about Spanish theatre 
in the 18th century.  

“I realised that she was as good 
as [dramatist] Fernández de 
Moratín,” said Luque. Therefore, as 
the director of the Generación del 
27 centre, she began to call for rec-
ognition for forgotten female writ-
ers.  “The work to recover them will 
not be complete until they all, one 
by one, are included in the academic 
field and in textbooks,” she said.  

Luque considers that in litera-
ture and the rest of the arts, “there 
is a misogyny, a type of aristocratic 
hostility from men who don’t want 
to lose ground”, a situation which 
often leads them “to ridicule 

women”.  
Very few female writers from 

Malaga achieved recognition dur-
ing their life. Even María Zambrano, 
the clearest example, was not offi-
cially recognised until being awarded 
the Príncipe de Asturias prize in 
1981 when she was already elderly. 
Seven years later, she was given the 
Cervantes Prize. “I was born to be 
a daughter, a disciple, to be obedi-
ent, and look at me now,” she once 
wrote to her friend Rosa Charcel.  

For Victoria Kent, a contempo-
rary of Zambrano, triumph was be-
coming the first woman in the 
world to work as a lawyer before a 
military court. An essayist, she also 
wrote a fictional novel about her 
years in Paris, where she fled from 
Francoism. She humanised the peni-
tentiary system to improve condi-
tions in Spanish jails and opposed 
female suffrage because she was 
afraid that the influence of the 
Church and chauvinism would be 
damaging for the Republic. She was 
a particularly prolific writer during 
the final two decades of her life.   

María Victoria Atencia, one of 
the most powerful voices of the-
Generación del 50, kicked off this 

new golden age with books such as  
Marta & María and Las contempla-
ciones. She has an honorary degree 
from the University of Malaga, and 
has won the National Critics’ Prize 
and the Reina Sofía Prize.  

Chantal Maillard has also been 
highly praised by critics and read-
ers. She won the National Poetry 
Prize for the overwhelming Matar 
a Platón and the National Critics’ 
Prize for Hilos. 

Four exceptions on a 
long road, started by 
María ZambranoMalaga, the province where she lived 

with Gerald Brenan. She was never 
a conventional woman. She avoided 
social and religious impositions to 
make up her own mind, a poetic and 
free perspective which resulted in a 
limited but intensive literary pro-
duction including Málaga Burning 
and a collection of poems.  

She survived TB, flirted with cin-
ema in her youth, explored sexual-
ity in turbulent relationships and at 
times was overcome by her liking for 
drink, but above all Woolsey stood 
out as an extraordinary chronicler of 
the Civil War, although she was never 
seen as anything but Brenan’s wife.  

Jane Bowles was also overshad-
owed by her husband Paul, although 
many publishers and some colleagues 
such as Tennessee Williams and Tru-
man Capote considered her one of 
America’s finest writers,  better than 
her husband. A supporter of sexual 
freedom, she spent her final years in 
Malaga and died there in 1973.  

Another local author by adoption 
was lawyer and novelist Mercedes 
Formica, who was born in Cadiz. Al-
though a supporter of the falange, 
she successfully reformed 66 clauses 
of the Civil Code which discrimi-
nated against women. Like many 
others, she was also forgotten by his-
tory but now, the dust is beginning 
to be cleaned off.

María Victoria Atencia Chantal Maillard

María Zambrano Victoria Kent

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
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T
his is the story of Joan, the 
child, student, daughter 
and wife; Joan the appren-
tice, worker and manager 

and lastly, Joan the business-
woman, directing the care enter-
prise that is the Cudeca Hospice. 

Joan Hunt was born on 5 Janu-
ary, 1929, in Liverpool, the eighth 
daughter in a family of nine broth-
ers and sisters, and today is the 
only surviving member. Her par-
ents, working class and devout 
Catholics had come from Ireland. 

Young Joan would soon come to 
know how hard life can be. When 
she was two years old she became 
seriously ill and began the medical 
treatment that would be a promi-
nent feature throughout her child-
hood. She had contracted severe 
septic arthritis and the infection 
attacked her hip. This meant that 
while still a small child she had to 
undergo several operations and 
long stretches in hospital until she 
was six, which left her with a limp 
for life. 

In 1937 the family moved to the 
outskirts of London where there 
were more job opportunities for 
her father. When World War II 
broke out, Joan was only 10 and her 
mother decided to send her away 
from the city to be with her uncle, 
aunt and cousins in the country. 

When she returned to London 
the war was still not over but Joan 
began her studies again. Her 
mother realised what a bright and 
clever child she was and despite a 

lack of means, found a way for her 
to study for a profession that 
would open doors, allow her to 
stand on her own feet and fend for 
herself. At the age of 14 her 
mother paid for private secretarial 
classes: she learned accounting, 
shorthand and typing and she was 
offered a job with a family leather 
business. Initially, she just made 
the tea and ran errands. She rose 
to shorthand-typist and finally to 
management, accounting and sales 
for the company. 

When Joan was only 16 her 
mother died at the age of 54 and 
Joan had to take care of the family 
as well. 

In spite of her hip problems Joan 
made every effort to overcome her 
limitations and live the life of a 
normal girl of her age and one day 
at a dance she met her future hus-
band Fred. This was neither as easy 
or as happy a time as she would 

have liked. Her decision to marry 
an older divorced man caused a rift 
in relations with her family be-
cause of their deep Catholic be-
liefs. 

She nevertheless did marry Fred 
and carried on with her working 
and social life in London until she 
was 32 when she decided that after 
16 years with the same firm she 
had to move forward and put her 
skills and experience to better use. 

That was how she went to work 
for the large multinational com-
pany Berger Paints. Her skills were 
recognised immediately and six 
months later she was already the 
managing director’s personal assis-
tant. Her commitment and effi-
ciency helped her to progress in the 
company to such an extent that in 
1974, in a world that still had little 
time for women in business, she 
was appointed head of personnel 
administration. She managed the 
administration and the payrolls for 
the company’s eight factories in 
the UK that employed a total of 
14,000 workers. Thus, Joan Hunt 
became one of the very few 
women of that time to occupy a 
post in senior management. 

We know more about the rest of 
her life, about her early retirement 
spent on the Costa del Sol. And yet 
again, another setback. Her hus-
band Fred died of cancer. But not 
even the illness that snatched him 
away from her could destroy her 
spirit. On the contrary, it awoke a 
positive, caring energy in her that 

MARISA MARTÍN 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF CUDECA 

A PORTRAIT OF  

MRS JOAN HUNT 

To understand the grandeur of the founder of Cudeca it  
helps to know something about her life before she took  

well-deserved early retirement on the Costa del Sol
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became the driving force of some-
thing as wonderful as her vocation 
to help others at the end of their 
lives. Against all odds, at the age of 
65, this Englishwoman who knew 
few people in Malaga, who did not 
speak the language and had few re-
sources decided to create the in-
credible project called Cudeca. 

A doctor who had looked after 
Fred says she will always remem-
ber the day Joan returned to the 
Red Cross hospital after Fred’s 
death and announced that she 
was going to devote the rest her 
life to improving the care of ter-
minally ill cancer patients and 
their families, and asked if she 
would help. She never had a mo-
ment’s doubt. Joan inspires deter-
mination and the ability to ac-
complish ambitions. 

Aided by her tenacity, passion 
and her wide experience in man-
agement, the Cudeca dream came 
true and has more than justified 
the efforts made over the last 
twenty-five years. Instead of en-
joying her well-deserved retire-
ment, she has lived a second 
working life, even more intense 
than the first, and, at 90, contin-
ues to do so. 

Joan Hunt has been an example 
of triumph over adversity. She has 
always grasped life positively and 
has been able to make the most of 
all the opportunities presented in 
her life. 

Joan is an example of will-
power, the embodiment of social, 

moral and intellectual commit-
ment. She believes firmly in the 
strength of the community and 
dedication to society. With her ex-
ample, she has inspired hundreds 
of volunteers, built bridges be-
tween communities, with ordi-
nary people, with public and pri-
vate institutions, with sportsmen 
and women, with artists. Thanks 
to all this Cudeca exists, caring for, 
comforting and attending to the 
needs of more than 1,500 people in 
the last stages of their lives. 

She has fought to achieve this 
with strength and dedication and 
has made this proverb her motto:  
Vision without action is just a day-
dream and action without vision is 
a nightmare. She has succeeded in 
linking both concepts, the vision 
of a centre where the hardest mo-
ment is made easier, and the capac-
ity to act and make it real. 

The present time needs people 
like Joan with her inspiration, 
courage, determination and en-
terprise. 

She has shown us by her deeds 
what it means to think of other 
people, to invest effort in their dig-
nity to finally achieve a fairer, hap-
pier and more just society. 

The international community 
she serves is very proud of Joan. 
Only a person who appreciates the 
value of living can devote them-
selves to caring for others. 

We will always be grateful for 
her generosity, her strength - and 
her smile.

Regulars at a British-
owned bar helped 
smash a fundraising 
target by digging deep 
for those less fortunate 

:: ASH BOLTON 

MANILVA. Fundraisers are cele-
brating after collecting 2,600 euros 
for charity at a bar in Puerto de la 
Duquesa last Saturday night. 

More than 100 people crammed 
into the Mirror Mirror Bar during 
the four-hour charity event. 

The money will go towards fur-
nishing a new women and chil-
dren’s safe house run by the La 
Línea-based homeless charity Ho-
gar Betania. 

Mandy Thornton, who organ-
ised the fundraiser, told SUR in 
English: “I was absolutely over-
whelmed when I found out how 
much we had raised. I started cry-
ing as I was speechless. Everyone 
was just so generous. I really didn’t 
expect such a turnout, or to raise 
2,600 euros, as my target for the 
night was 1,500 euros.” 

Mandy, 44, who is originally 
from Merseyside, and runs the Cur-
tain and Bedding Shop in Sabinil-
las, explained that she has been 

fundraising and helping out at the 
charity for the past two years. 

She added: “I usually go every 
other week to help out and there’s 
a lot of nationalities there, includ-
ing British, German and Colum-
bian, not just Spanish. The women 
and children are normally brought 
there by the police as they have 
been beaten by their partners or 
they are in a difficult situation, 
such as prostitutes beaten by their 

pimps.  
“Recently there has been such 

a large influx of woman and chil-
dren that they bought this new safe 
house, but it has no furniture, ward-
robes, beds or furnishings. They are 
struggling and the house is a bit of 
a dive really, so that’s why I organ-
ised this event. 

“For me I just wanted to make 
it as nice as possible for them. And 
now we can buy extra furniture 
with this money, so it’s great really.” 

During the evening a number of 
races from the 1990s were played 
on TVs, while a raffle and tombola 
also helped raise funds. 

One of the prizes included a 
signed Liverpool Football Club shirt 
that raised 250 euros and was 
snapped up by regular Derek Mur-
phy. 

Christian Lee Dun, 34, who 
owns the Mirror Mirror Bar, added: 
“It was a really, really good night 
and a fantastic amount to raise.” 

Hogar Betania is run by volun-
teers and in addition to running a 
safe house for women and children, 
it provides food to about 520 poor 
families in the area, as well as put-
ting young people into apprentice-
ships. 

For more information visit 
www.hogarbetania.es

Derek Murphy and Mandy 
Thornton. :: SUR

Charity night raises funds for 
women’s refuge

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY



 
March 8th to 14th 2019 

SUR IN ENGLISH
LIFESTYLE28

The Welsh Society held St 
David’s Day celebrations 
last week, while the RBL 
danced to ABBA 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

Welsh Society Costa del Sol 

St David’s Day fundraising 
The Welsh Society Costa del Sol 
raised over 1,500 euros during its St 
David’s Day celebrations last 
weekend, Tony Bryant reports. The 
events included an all-day bash at 
CJ’s Bar in Benalmádena, where 
guests enjoyed live entertainment 
and Welsh food. There was also a gala 
show held in the Moonlight Lounge 
Bar. All proceeds will be divided 
between FAMA, and Last Chance 
Animal Rescue, two local animal 
charities.   

Fundraising in Mijas 

Race night for Debra 
More than 1,000 euros was raised for 
the “butterfly children” at a charity 
horseracing night held at the 
Miraflores Golf Restaurant in Mijas 
last week. The event was organised 

by Ian Scholes and his staff at Black 
Tower Financial Services. All proceeds 
were donated to Debra, the Marbella-
based organisation that cares for 
sufferers of Epidermolysis Bullosa, a 
genetic skin-blistering condition that 
affects more than 1,000 children in 
Spain.  

RBL Coín 

British Legion ABBA night 
Members and guests of the Coín 
branch of the Royal British Legion 
got together last weekend for an 
ABBA-themed dinner-dance in aid 
of the 2019 poppy appeal at Las 
Carolinas in Alhaurín el Grande.   
Entertainment was provided by 
Juliet Williams. For more 
information on Coín RBL events 
visit www.coinrbl.info. The next 
big event is a dinner at Alhaurín 
Golf Club on 23 April to celebrate 
St George’s Day.

Events benefit Debra, 
animal societies and 
the Poppy Appeal

SOCIETY SCENE

Black Tower representatives present the cheque 
for more than 1,000 euros to Debra. :: SUR

The Welsh Society raises the red flag for animal charities at its St David’s Day party.  :: SUR

Coín RBL dinner organisers George and Marion 
Chaney and with Juliet Williams.

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

:: ASH BOLTON 

MANILVA. A group of hikers have 
raised 256 euros by completing an 
11km walk in aid of the charity Aso-
ciación Gatos de Manilva (AGDM) 
last Sunday. A total of 16 hikers and 
their dogs took part in the three-
hour jaunt around the Casares 
countryside. 

The money raised will buy new 
cat traps to capture, neuter and re-
lease stray cats in the Manilva area. 

Londoner Michele Yanez-Bowker, 
48, who organised the hike and has 
lived in Spain for 10 years, told SUR 
in English: “It was surprisingly hot. 
Some walkers struggled, but for the 
sake of a good cause, they persisted. 
It was team work all the way, shar-
ing water for dogs and humans.” 

Among those walking was local 
Manilva councillor Dean Tyler Shel-
ton and the president of the AGDM, 
Amanda Kiff. 

Amanda said: “Michele has been 
instrumental in equipping us with 
the money we need to buy much-
needed equipment. The whole team 
is very appreciative of her kind and 
generous donation and we extend 

a big thanks to the hard working 
hikers who took part today.” 

Almost 100 feral cars in the 
Manilva area have been spayed by 
the charity since it was officially 
launched last autumn. 

Melissa White, Fundraising 
Manager for the AGDM, added: 
“Today was a great success. The 
weather was beautiful, the hikers 
did brilliantly and Michele’s pro-
motion of the event helped to raise 
our local profile. 

“Anyone who is interested in at-
tending our next fundraising event 
will be welcome. It is a choir con-

cert by Love To Sing and a 3-course 
lunch for 20 euros. This will be held 
at Bellavista Camping in Manilva at 
12.30pm on Thursday 21 March.”  

For more information on the 
event or for those who would like 
to volunteer or offer a temporary 
foster home to a cat or kitten, con-
tact the association via their Face-
book page and leave a message at 
www.facebook.com/gatosde-
manilva 

For more information on future 
hikes organised by Michelle Yanez 
Bowker, visit: facebook.com/fun-
andfund

The walkers pose with their four-legged friends. :: SUR

Hiking for street cats
Cat lovers raised vital 
funds to help look 
after the street   
cats of Manilva
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GARDENING

With numerous ‘arms’ that seem 
to writhe from a central caudex 
it is no wonder that this plant is 
called Medusa’s head.  

Its botanical name is Euphor-
bia caput-Medusae and it origi-
nates from South Africa where 
it can be found growing in deep 
sand or rocky outcrops around 

Cape Town.  
The long, greyish-green, scaly 

stems can reach up to 30 centi-
metres long and on mature plants 
a ring of white flowers appears 
at the end of each. 

It will 

tolerate short periods of drought 
but unlike other succulents, 
needs a surprising amount of wa-
ter, especially during the hottest 
months.  

In winter watering should be 
reduced or stopped altogether 
unless the plant shows signs of 

shrivelling. It will need protec-
tion from very cold weather 

and frosts. 
Medusa’s head Euphor-

bia needs well-drained 
soil and at least six 
hours of sunlight a day. 
When temperatures 
reach around 36ºC it 
will start to suffer and 
show signs of sun dam-

age unless given some 
shade. 

It is a favourite plant 
for hanging baskets but can 

also be grown in containers 
(preferably in the shape of a 

head) or as ground cover.  
Propagation is by gently re-

moving branches which should 
be left for two to three days for 
the cut ends to completely dry 
before planting. 

Euphorbia is one of the biggest 
of the flowering-plant genera. It 
contains a wide variety of differ-
ent flowering plants and is com-
monly called the Spurge family. 

The sap from all the Euphor-
bias is notorious for causing skin 
or eye irritation and this one is 
no different. Always wash hands 
thoroughly after handling the 
plant and avoid touching the eye 
area. 

A plant that is very similar but 
with yellow flowers is E. Flana-
ganii and sometimes the two are 
mis-labelled in garden centres. 
Either way, both will provide a 
talking point for anyone who vis-
its your garden.

A fun plant for a sunny corner of the patio, Euphorbia 
caput-medusae will stop visitors in their tracks 

Medusa’s head Euphorbia

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

This photo of a Cotyledon ‘mint truffles’ in flower was sent in 
by SUR in English reader Carole Edwards who says this is the 
first time she has seen it in flower since she acquired it as a 
cutting three years ago. 

SUCCULENT FLOWER

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

Euphorbia caput-Medusae and flowers (inset). :: FLICKR /WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

Start planning colourful 
displays of flowers for the 
summer season by planting 
summer flowering bulbs 
now. 

You might want to in-
clude the tall spheres of al-
liums and agapanthus, 
stunning oriental lilies and 
heavily scented polyanthus 
tuberoses, colourful bego-
nias and dahlias, elegant 

gladioli and cannas. 
Prepare the soil well be-

fore planting by digging in 
some well-rotted compost 
or manure.  

The general rule for 
planting depths is around 
three times the diameter of 
the bulb.  

Water them in well and 
keep the area weed-free 
then stand back...

GARDENING IN MARCH

Bulbs, tubers, corms and 
more bulbs

:: CAROLE EDWARDS
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WILDLIFE

Animals suffer from inexperi-
ence just as humans do and 
young animals are in abun-
dance at this time of the year. 
The breeding season followed 
by a relatively short gestation 
period means that spring finds 
plenty of young animals find-
ing their feet or wings which 
are yet not streetwise. The con-
sequences are often fatal. 

 Finding a bird or animal 
which has been struck by a 
passing car can be a challeng-
ing situation yet there is plenty 
you can  do to help. Very often 
the victim has just been 
stunned and the action to take 
is to move it to a safe place 
away from the road and then 
offer water, never milk or food. 
Then apply warmth with a rug 
or even a cloth.  

Make a definitive point of 
not touching the casualty with 
your bare hands as the mother 
will probably reject the infant 
when they are reunited. Given 
a little time and quiet sur-
roundings, the victim will soon 
recover. 

Of course there is a chance 

that the injury is beyond your 
first aid skills. You may have 
to “put it to sleep”, an unsa-
voury task but sometimes the 
kindest thing to do.  

Maybe the professional serv-
ice of a vet is required. Who 
pays? You do. It is the small 
price you pay for being a com-
passionate person. Would you 
want to be otherwise? Vets will 
appreciate your action and be 
reasonable in charges. You get 
a really good feeling to see a re-
covered healthy animal. 

One important thing. When 
the animal is fit to return to 
the wild, do not prevent it. Do 
not attempt to make it into a 
pet. A wild thing it is and a wild 
thing it should remain.  

Friends of ours adopted a 
starling after rescuing it from 
the roadside. Star became a pet 
and lost all its precautionary 
instincts, flying up to cats, sit-
ting on car roofs and landing 
on people’s shoulders to the 
alarm of the person concerned.  

As a result Star came to an 
early demise. Leave wild ani-
mals to nature.

Dealing with casualties

T
he United Nations began 
celebrating International 
Women’s Day in 1975, 
which had been desig-

nated International Women’s 
Year, but it was in 1977 that the 
General Assembly invited mem-
ber states to designate 8 March 
as the UN Day for women’s rights 
and world peace. 

For some, IWD is a way of cele-
brating womanhood, but for 
many it is a protest, to draw at-
tention to the still-ongoing bat-
tle by women for equal partici-
pation and equal opportunities, 

in society and in their develop-
ment as people.  

Many of us remember the 
1970s as a time when the term 
“women’s lib” was first used, but 
in fact there were already calls for 
equal rights for women in the 
early years of the 20th century, 
and a ‘National Women’s Day’ was 
organised by the Socialist Party 
of America and celebrated in New 
York on February 28, 1909.  

Two years later, on 19 March 
1911, the first International 
Women’s Day was marked in Aus-
tria, Denmark, Germany and Swit-
zerland, with protesters calling 
for the right to vote and to hold 
public office, and against discrimi-
nation in employment.  

In 1914, Germany celebrated its 
International Women’s Day on 8 
March for the first time, and it 
was dedicated to the right to vote, 

although German women were 
not given that right for a further 
four years. On the same day, in 
London, there was a march from 
Bow to Trafalgar Square to call for 
women’s suffrage, and Sylvia 
Pankhurst was arrested outside 
Charing Cross Station as she was 
about to head to Trafalgar Square, 
where she was due to make a 
speech.  

Other countries decided to fol-
low Germany’s example, and 
mark IWD on 8 March.  

In Russia, on that date in 1917, 
female textile workers in Petro-
grad held a mass demonstration 
and women in St Petersburg went 
on strike for “Bread and Peace”, 
demanding the end of World War 
I, an end to Russian food short-

ages, and the end of czarism. Their 
protests gained massive support 
and started a revolution;  just one 
week later Nicholas II, the Em-
peror of Russia, abdicated and the 
interim government granted 
women the right to vote. 

In some countries, International 
Women’s Day is marked as a pub-
lic holiday. Spain is not among 
them, but in 2018 millions of 
women all over the country went 
on strike to defend their rights, re-
sulting in schools and universities 
closing, limited public transport 
and essential services cut back to 
a minimum level. Women were 
also urged not to do housework for 
24 hours, and after a social media 
campaign called ‘Take off your 
aprons’ many women hung aprons 

outside their homes as a sign of 
support.  

Union representatives say about 
six million women went on strike 
last year, and similar action is 
planned today, calling for fair pro-
motions for women, the closure 
of the gender pay gap and an end 
to sexual harassment. 

There have been advances over 
the decades, but there is still a 
long way to go before women re-
ceive the necessary support as 
equal members of society.

The UN day for 
women’s rights 
and world peace 

PETER 
HARRISON
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LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

LEGAL ADVICE

E8 MARCH 1977

REF. L.E.P. 

I am a UK citizen and my wife 
is Spanish. We have planned to 
travel abroad, out of the Schen-
gen area, with our five-month-
old daughter, to visit my par-
ents who have not met their 
granddaughter yet. She has 
Spanish nationality as well. A 
friend has told us that the Fam-
ily Book (libro de familia) is 
not enough to prove that she is 

our daughter, and that we need 
to obtain a passport for her. Is 
that true? If that is the case, we 
have a problem, as I have re-
quested an appointment but 
the date is after our departure 
date. 

 
Minors, like any other person, 
need to obtain a DNI / passport 
to travel abroad, by being in-
cluded in the passport of one of 
the parents or by obtaining their 
own passport, since the libro de 
familia does not have any value 
as an identification document as 
it does not contain photographs. 
Nevertheless, if the problem is 
that the appointment obtained 
is after the trip, you do not need 
to worry. You can go to the po-
lice station corresponding to 
your address and take with you 
the plane tickets or travel reser-
vation, and the appointment 
they gave to you. This way, as 
you can prove that you need to 
obtain the passport and the date 
given is useless, they will proc-
ess it instantly. 

REF. O.Y.A. 
I have lost a court proceeding 
about the sale of a property. 
In the judgment, the judge es-
tablishes that I am obliged to 
also pay the court costs that 
the plaintiff has had to pay. 
Am I entitled to appeal 
against the amount that they 
are claiming, if I consider that 
these costs are excessive? 
 
Yes, you are. The other party 
will have to prove all the ex-
penses that they have paid 
(lawyer, translators, experts, 
etc.), providing detailed in-
voices. Moreover, those profes-
sionals who have to be mem-
bers of a professional associa-
tion in order to be able to per-
form their job (such as lawyers, 
for example), cannot charge 
whatever amount they want or 
the amount that they could 
have freely agreed with their 
clients, but they have to calcu-
late their fees according to the 
rates officially established by 
the professional association.

Last year’s Women’s Day rally in Malaga. :: SUR

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

DEBBIE 
BARTLETT

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

It is a day to celebrate 
womanhood, but 
historically IWD has 
also been a protest 
against inequality

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge
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The Malaga gallery has 
just opened a large 
exhibition of 50 
artworks painted by the 
master of modern art 

MALAGA. The Centre Pompidou 
in Malaga port this week welcomes 
its biggest and most important ex-
hibition yet. ‘Henri Matisse. Un país 
nuevo’ (Henri Matisse. A new coun-
try) brings together some fifty 
works by the master of modern art, 
on loan from the gallery’s main base 
in Paris. 

Until 9 June, visitors to the Pom-
pidou can take in the artist’s inces-
sant exploration of primitivism and 
impressionism at the turn of the 
20th century, the explosion of ‘fau-
vistic’ colour, the flirtations with 
the simplification of forms, the sub-
sequent return to a certain classi-
cism in the happiness of the French 

coast, the experiments with trimmed 
papers and the final feature for which 
he is best known to the public: his 
imposing use of colour. 

“He is a painter of colour, but this 
exhibition has contemporary rele-
vance, because Matisse’s painting 
appeals to the senses, but gives space 
to the spirit,” says Aurélie Verbier, 
curator of the exhibition. 

Influences 
Before this break into the public 
consciousness, Matisse, as he was 
about to turn 30, put himself into 
debt to purchase himself a drawing 
by Vincent van Gogh, a plaster bust 
by Auguste Rodin, a painting by Paul 
Gauguin and a small canvas by Paul 
Cézanne - all as charms that would 
help him find his way as an artist. 

Just months after his Cézanne pur-
chase came Self Portrait (1900) that 
welcomes visitors to the exhibition. 

Relationship with Picasso 
The success of Matisse was limited 
until 1905 when his portrait of his 
wife Amélie, Woman with a Hat 
sparked a scandal that Matisse and 
his followers (Manguin, Marquet 
and Camoin, among them) provoked 
in the Paris Autumn Salon where 
they presented their works. 

Matisse was singled out as the 
leader of this group and from that 
moment on, every exhibition be-
came an intimate and social battle. 

This did nothing to dampen his 
radicalism, though, up to the point 
that he and Pablo Picasso started to 
cross swords and developed a rivalry 
which would last until their deaths.  

This respectful rivalry is evident 
in the exhibition, above all, in a se-
ries of sketches with clear parallels 
to ‘Les Demoiselles d’Avignon’. 

“Between Picasso and Matisse we  

can see the whole development of 
modern art,” says Serge Lasvignes, 
president of the Centre Pompidou 
Paris. “We already know that there 
was fiery history between them but 

they also had a lot in common.” 
“I’d really like it if people come 

to see Matisse here then go to the 
Museo Picasso and establish a dia-
logue between the works.”

Painting, collage, sculpture and drawing are brought together. :: M. F.

Matisse: a burst of colour 
comes to the Pompidou

Self Portrait (1900) welcomes visitors to the exhibition. :: M. F.

 Title.  ‘Henri Matisse. Un país 
nuevo’. 

 Where.  Centre Pompidou Mála-
ga, Muelle Uno, Malaga. 

 When.  Until 9 June. 

 Opening hours . Open every 
day, except Tuesdays, from 
9.30am to 8pm. 

 Entry.  Main collection, seven 
euros; temporary exhibition, four 
euros; combined ticket, nine euros.

THE EXHIBITION

ANTONIO 
JAVIER LÓPEZ

 @ajavierlopez
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T
he lesser-known 
face of the Alpu-
jarra mountains is 
on the eastern 

side, in the province of Al-
meria. It is home to more 
than 20 mountain villages 
which are a delight to ex-
plore, as their layouts and 
peaceful streets retain 
many traces of their ori-
gins during the time of Al-
Ándalus. 

Panoramic views over 
the region, stunning water-
falls and enclaves which ap-
pear to have been designed 
especially for relaxation are 
just some of the attractions 

2 days in the 
Alpujarra 
Almeriense 
Car + walking.  

Journey time: 2 hours 

15 minutes from 

Malaga. 

Monuments: 6 hours. 

Walking: 5 hours.

Bayárcal is one of the villages in this region of Andalucía. :: AYTO. BAYÁRCAL

QUICK GUIDE 

What to see in the  
Alpujarra 
Almeriense 
La Puente. Possibly of 

Roman origins, it was 

rebuilt in the time of Car-

los III. Calle Gravina, s/n. 

04400 Alhama de Almería. 

 
Nacimiento river. A 

recreation area beside 

the source of the Anda-

raz river. 

Canal de la Hidroeléctrica 

Laujareña, s/n. 04470 

Laujar de Andarax. 

 
Torre de los Enciso. A 

16th-century tower in 

Neo-mudejar style, in the 

centre of Berja.  

Calle Agua, 18. 04760 

Berja. 

 
Roman mauseoleum. A 

funerary building dating 

back tothe 2nd century. 

Carretera N-324 (Almería-

Guadix), km 268. 04510 

Abla 

 
Balneario de San Nico-

lás. A tourism complex 

where you can enjoy the 

waters, which are recom-

mended to relieve cer-

tain illnesses.  

Calle Baños, 2, 04400 

Alhama de Almería. 

Telephone 950 641 361.

of the area known as the Al-
pujarra Almeriense. One of 
the main towns in this eas-
tern part of Andalucía is 
Alhama de Almería which, 
as its name suggests, dates 
back to Moorish times. 
Water is one of the funda-
mental features of this 
land and its history, and it 
is therefore not surprising 
to learn that centuries ago 
people also used to enjoy 
the hot springs in what is 
today the Balneario de San 
Nicolás spa. 

Known as the Gateway 
to the Alpujarra, Alhama 
de Almería also has a 

wealth of other historical 
remains, such as a fortress 
dating back to Nasrid ti-
mes, the church of San Ni-
colás de Bari and the cons-
truction known as La 
Puente.  

When driving to the Al-
pujarra Almeriense from 
the Mediterranean coast, it 
is also an excellent idea to 
stop off and visit Berja, an 
Andalusian town known 
for its fertile soil and an-
cient heritage.  

Its strategic location, not 
far from the Mediterranean 
and sheltered by mountain 
ranges with a wealth of wa-
ter, resulted in this being a 
coveted location for differ-
ent civilisations over time, 
as is evident when explor-
ing its historical and ar-
chaeological remains. The 
Romans and Moors left 
many important construc-
tions here, including aqui-
fers in the mountains 
around Berja.   

Another place which is 
well worth visiting in this 
part of Almeria is Laujar de 
Andarax, with its large 
church, the Iglesia de La 
Encarnación, nicknamed 
locally the ‘Cathedral of 
the Alpujarra’. This village, 
which is between the Sie-
rra Nevada and the Gádor 
mountains, offers plenty 
of opportunities for rural 
tourism, such as the re-
creational area called El 
Nacimiento. That should 
not be confused with ano-
ther village in the north-
east of the region, called 
simply Nacimiento.   

In addition to these, as vi-
sitors go further into the Al-
pujarra Almeriense they will 
find villages such as Alcolea, 
Alboloduy, Bayárcal, Benta-
rique, Huécija and Illar. This 
area of Almeria province, 
which is sparsely populated, 
played an especially impor-
tant role in the Moorish 
uprisings of the 16th cen-
tury, also known as the ‘War 
of the Alpujarras’. Villages 
such as Canjáyar and Ohanes 
would have been witness to 
the battles that took place at 
that time. 





El Nacimiento at Laujar de Andarax. :: SUR

Mountains and 
history in Almeria

Jaén

Almeria

Cordoba

Granada

Malaga

Alpujarra 
Almeriense

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA
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EXHIBITIONS 

Cáritas Exhibition 
Estepona. Until 15 March. Casa del 
Aljibe.  
The charity Cáritas is celebrating its 
fiftieth anniversary of helping the 
poor in Andalucía with an exhibi-
tion of photographs taken over the 
last fifty years. 

El Arte de Pincel 
Estepona. From 8 until 22 March. 
Casa de las Tejerinas, Plaza las 
Flores. 
Art works by El Rincón de los 
Pintores art group. 

José Hernández 
 Villanueva del Rosario. Casa de la 
Cultura. 
An exhibition of art work and let-
ters belonging to artist José 
Hernández. The artist gifted around 
20 works to the town shortly be-
fore his death in 2013. He spent 
long periods at Molino El Tejar 
while creating his pieces.  

Balzac and Ovid 
Malaga. Until 24 March. Picasso 
Museo Casa Natal.  
The illustrations for Balzac and 
Ovid created by Picasso are on dis-
play. Picasso was so moved by the 
works of Balzac that he bought Bla-
zac’s old home  at 7 Rue Des Grands 
Augustins. It was here that he  
completed his famous painting 
Guernica. 

José Villanueva 
Malaga. Until 12 March. Alfajar 
gallery, C/Císter. 
An exhibition entitled ‘Obra en pa-
pel / Paperworks’ by José   
Villanueva. 

Dionisio González 
Malaga. Until 17 March, Centro de 
Arte Contempóraneo.  
‘Parresia y Lugar’ is the latest 
exhibition at the CAC in Malaga. It 
is the most important solo 
exhibition by Dionisio González  in 
Spain in recent years. Around a 
hundred works are on display, 
among them photographs, videos, 
holographic prisms and scale 
models. 

Zenonas Varnauskas 
 Malaga. Until 4 May 2020. Museo 
Ralli Marbella. 
An exhibition of works by Lithua-
nian artist Zenonas Varnauskas 

(1923 - 2010). The works cover the 
pre-war period, the Soviet Repub-
lic and the recuperation of inde-
pendent Lithuania.  

Olga Gorbunova 
Mijas. Until 14 March. Centro Cul-
tural La Cala de Mijas. 
‘Entre Pétalos de Seda’ is the title of 
this colourful exhibition of art by 
Russian artist Olga Gorbunova 

Lázara Moreno 
 Mijas. Until 1 April. Casa de la Cul-
tura de las Lagunas , Mijas. 
An exhibition by Lázara Moreno. 
The artist explores feelings, dreams 
and abstract drawings in surrealist 
and realist styles.  

Torremolinos Chic 
 Torremolinos. Permanent exhibi-
tion, Casa de los Navajas. 
An exhibition of photographs 
taken in the 60s and 70s entitled 
Torremolinos Chic. It features 
around twenty photographs 
including one of the legendary 
Bridget Bardot posing on Carihuela 
beach in a Cordobés hat. 

Galería Krabbe  
Frigiliana. Until 13 April. 
C/Rosarico.  
Collective exhibition of art at the 
Krabbe gallery. Email: galeria  
krabbe@gmail.com 

María Zambrano 
 Vélez-Málaga. Permanent exhibi-
tion. Palacio de Beniel de Vélez-
Málaga. Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm.   
An exploration into the life and 
works of Malaga-born philosopher 

and writer María Zambrano.  
For further information call 
952500244. 

Marine collection 
 Vélez-Málaga. La Sala de 
Mezquitilla.   
Francisco Javier Pastor Daga started 
collecting sea shells when he was 
little and went on to form a collec-
tion of shells, fossils and examples 
of marine life totalling over 1,500 
pieces. He is also a talented wood-
carver winning second prize for his 
work from the Universidad de Bel-
las Artes in Seville in 2016. 

Artists’ Network Alpujarra 
 Vélez de Benaudalla. Until 24 
March. Jardín Nazarí.  
Curated by Orgiva-based artists, 
Maxine Friday and Klaus Schuma-
cher, the exhibition will feature a 

diverse range of works from local 
talents. One exhibiting artist is 
Nicholas Fudge, a peer of Damien 
Hirst and Michael Landy. Mediums 
include painting, sculpture, pho-
tography and installations.  
www.artistsnetworkalpujarra.com 

CHARITY 

St Patrick’s Day for Cudeca  
Mijas. 17 March, from 1.30pm. 
Tamisa Golf Hotel. 25€.  
The Cudeca Goldies present a St 
Patrick’s Day special with a three- 
course Irish meal and entertain-
ment with a DJ, A Touch Of Class 
and Reflections Acapella. 5€ of 
each ticket goes to Cudeca Cancer 
Hospice. reservas@hoteltamisa-
golf.com or call 952585988 

ARCH fundraiser 
 Coín. 8 March, 7.30pm. Parilla de 
Pepe, opposite La Trocha shopping 
centre. 25€ 
Entertainment for the evening will 
be provided by Ricky Leach. Tickets  
include a welcome drink and a 
three-course meal with a drink. 
Bookings call: 628867980. 
www.horserescuespain.org 

Mods and Rockers 
 Mijas. 30 March. Millenium Bar, Ca-
lahonda. 10€ 
Local musicians including One 
Wish Steve, will be performing at a 
concert to raise money for DEBRA, 
the charity for children and adults 
who suffer from ‘butterly skin’. DJ 
Steve Goodey will also be there and 
Los Motos Locos Scooter Club will 

be exhibiting their Lambrettas and 
Vespas. Tickets: the Millenium Bar 
in Calahonda or DEBRA offices in 
Marbella. 

Piano Paradiso 
 Malaga. 30 March, 7pm. Conserva-
torio de Música Martín Tenllado. 
Fifteen film sound tracks and 17 pi-
anists plus the school orchestra and 
guests Marco Socias (guitar) and 
Anabel Conde (vocals). Money 
raised to support Fundación Andrés 
Olivares and the Sociedad Protec-
tora de Animales y Plantas de 

Málaga charities.  More informa-
tion on Facebook Piano Paradiso. 
Tickets: ticketea.com 

ADANA Dog Show 
 Estepona. 14 April, from 10am. Pala-
cio de Congresos. 
Cups and rosettes for each cate-
gory, ADANA dogs for adoption, 
stalls selling pet-related items and 
refreshments. info@adana.es or 
events@adana.es 

‘Unconquered’  A Musical 
Extravaganza 
 Gibraltar. 22-23 March, from 
7.30pm. St Michael’s Cave, Gibral-
tar. 20 euros per ticket. 
World-renowned tenor Wynne 
Evans will perform with the 
massed Band of the Royal Gibral-
tar Regiment and Irish Guards. All 
proceeds go to Pathway Through 
Pain, RG and Irish Guards Benevo-
lent funds. 

MUSIC & DANCE  

Louie Louie Live 
Estepona. Louie Louie Bar.   
77 March, 9.30pm. Lord Bishop 
Rocks Spanish Tour. Funk, rock, 
blues, punk and a touch of reg-
gae. 10€ in advance, 15€ on 
night. 
16 March, 23.45pm. The Rob Sas 
Band. 

UK Legends tribute band 
Marbella. 9 March.  La Catarina. 
The UK Legends perform the hit 
songs of the bands they have 
worked with over their musical 
careers, which include The Ani-
mals, Smokie, Joe Cocker, Dire 
Straits, Status Quo, Gary Moore, 
Thin Lizzy, and many more. For 
further details  and information 
on tickets you can go to  
www.costadeldisco.com 

:: TONY BRYANT 

MARBELLA. Following the 
success of last year’s ‘Earth of 
Hunger’ exhibition, the es.Arte 
gallery in San Pedro Alcántara is 
presenting a new collection of 
art that aims to highlight ethnic, 
cultural, linguistic and economic 
inequalities. In its struggle for 
awareness and change, the con-
temporary art gallery is hosting a 
special exhibition called ‘Be a 
Woman and Smile’, a group exhi-
bition with a common message: 
“Fight for a change in order to 
give women the power to ex-
press themselves with art”.  

A total of 15 national and in-
ternational artists have come to-
gether to exhibit their work, 
which focuses on the strength, 
capacity, sensibility, understand-
ing, love and beauty of the fe-
male figure. The colourful and 
extremely visual works have 
been produced by both male and 
female artists, as the exhibition 
is not an appeal to feminism, but 
to respect and equality. 

The collection will be inaugu-
rated at 7pm on Friday (today) to 
coincide with International 

Woman’s Day. The artists will be 
on hand to discuss their work 
and answer any questions regard-
ing their inspiration, style and 
technique. 

The exhibition, which is free, 
can be visited Monday to Friday 
between 11am and 2pm and 6pm 
and 9pm until 29 March.  

For more information, 
www.esartegallery.com

Exhibition highlighting ethnic 
and cultural inequalities

This colourful exhibition focuses on the female figure. :: SUR.

 What. Exhibition called ‘Be a 
Woman and Smile’. 

 Where. es.Arte Gallery,  Av. del 
Mediterráneo, 20, 29670 San Pe-
dro Alcántara. 

 When. Until Friday 29 March.

INFORMATION

Galeria Krabbe. :: SUR

Rob Sas, Estepona. :: SUR

ADANA dogs. :: SUR
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MUSIC & DANCE  
 
Lady River Jazz Band 
Nerja. 15 March, from 9pm. Nerja 
Cultural Centre. 10€. 
Granada. 16 March, from 11pm. 
Eshivira Club.  
The seven-piece Lazy River Jazz 
Band are on tour playing old style 
New Orleans and classic jazz. Their 
repertoire includes vintage num-
bers from the 1920s and 30s as well 
as later numbers from the 40s and 
50s with elements of blues, gospel,  
ragtime, stride, boogie and stomps. 

Celtic Festival  
 Benalmádena. 16 March, from 
7.30pm. Moonlight Bar, Sunset 
Beach Club. 10€. 
Traditional Irish concert with 
Celtic dance and the TIMS choir 
and A Touch of Class. Tickets: 952 
579 400 or 697 896 198 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. Auditorio Edgar Neville    
15 March, 8pm. 
Pieces by Luigi Boccherini, Mozart 
and Schubert. 
Malaga. Museo de Málaga  
10 March, midday. Free. 
The DeMusica Ensemble will be 
playing a selection of different 
pieces.  
Malaga. Teatro Cervantes 
8 March, 8pm. César Franck Les 
Éolides; Camille Saint-Saëns Con-
certo Nº 2 for orchestra and piano 
in part one followed by Anton 
Bruckner Symphny Nº 0 “Die 
Nullte”.  
Malaga. Auditorio Museo Picasso 
12 March, 88pm.  
Trío Círculo will be playing pieces 
by Fanny Mendelssohn and Clara 
 Wieck.  
2 April, 88pm.  
Cuarteto con Fuoco. 
14 May, 88pm.  
Josu de Solaun.  
Malaga. Sala María Cristina 
22 March, 88pm.  
Beethoven’s Concert Nº5 for piano  
and orchestra followed by Mozart’s 
Symphony Nº41. 

Chamber music at the Picasso 
Museum Malaga 
Malaga. Museo Picasso. Concerts 
start at 8pm. 
12 March. Trío Círculo. 
2 April. Cuarteto con Fuoco. 
14 May. Josu de Solaun.  

Diego Cruz and Trifásico 
 Almuñécar. 14 March, 8pm. Audito-
rio Casa de la Cultura.  
A selection of classic rock perform-
ances. Tickets: entradasforyou.com 

Festival of White Voices 
Almuñécar. 9 March, from 8pm. 
Parroquia de la Encarnación. 
Directed by Héctor El íel Márquez. 

ACDC Tribute 
Almuñécar. 10 March, from 7pm. 
Auditorio Casa de la Cultura.   
For tickets go to bravoentradas.es 

The Oxford University Choir 
Malaga. 26 March, 8pm. St George’s 
Anglican church, Avda de Pries. 10€. 
A concert with the Oxford 
University choir. More 
information and reservations call: 
638339691. 

FLAMENCO  

Fase Alterna  
Almuñécar. 15 March, 8pm. 
Auditorio Casa de la Cultura. 
Marco Flores dance group 
performs traditional flamenco.  
For tickets visit 
www.ciamarcoflores.com 

LECTURES  

Magpie Gallery Talks 
Marbella. C/Virgen del Pilar. 200m 
from port. 15 March, 7pm. 
‘Antoni Tapies’ by Professor Juho 
Ahava.  

U3A Lectures 
Fuengirola. Lux Mundi reference li-
brary. Free to members, guests 5€. 
Email: u3afuengirola@gmail.com 
History: 
The Hanoverian Kings 
12 March, 10.45am-12.15pm. 
George Augustus Frederick 
“Prinny” – the Prince Regent 
(George IV). Lecturer is Kay White. 
 
26 March, 10.45am-12.15pm. 

George IV and brother William IV.  
Lecturer is Kay White. 
 
‘The neuroscience of the teenage 
brain’ 
20 March, 11am. A Royal Institution 
talk by Prof Sarah- Jayne 
Blakemore. 
 
‘’The science of conservation and 
restoration’ 
3 April, 11am. The uses of science 
and technology in the conservation 
and restoration of art and antiques.  

Freakcon  
Malaga. 9-10 March. Palacio de 
Ferias y Congresos. 
This fair attracts fans of comic 
books, video games and TV series 
from all over the world. Stands 
selling classic games and comics, 
consoles and literature etc plus 
workshops and demonstrations.  

St Patrick’s Day Celebration  
El Perchel. 17 March, 7pm. Centro 
de Interpretación, Historico José 
M. Torijos, Refectorio. Plaza de la 
Libertad. 
Tribute to Robert Boyd and San 
Patricio Battallan.  

Weekend market 
Coín. Behind Bar Los Arcos.  
Goods including artisan products, 
fresh vegetables, British food 
products, craft beer, wine and 
general bric-a-brac. Also, from 
February there will be a cheese and 
bakers stall. Food and drinks 
available from the venta. Stalls 
have to be booked in advance on 
the Facebook page Los Mercado. 

Visit Madrid and Segovia 
Fuengirola/Tore del Mar. 1-5 April. 
Various departure points. 339€ 
sharing. 
Aranjuez  with its Renaissance pal-
ace, tourist bus trip around Madrid 

city, visit the Prado Museum. In Se-
govia take a guided tour of the city. 
Full details contact: 
 www.lux-mundi.org 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95  www.cinealbeniz.com  
Van Gogh: At Eternity’s Gate:  
18.20, 20.00 (every day). 
Green Book:  18.15, 20.30 (every 
day). 
The Favourite:  20.00 (every 
day). 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
How To Train Your Dragon: The 
Hidden World: 16.50, 19.00 
(Mon, Tues, Thurs). 
Captain Marvel: 16.55, 19.30, 
22.05 (Mon, Tues, Thurs). 
The Mule: 15.45, 18.00 (Tues). 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
How To Train Your Dragon: The 
Hidden World: 12.15 (Sat, Sun); 
16.20 (everyday). 
Captain Marvel: 12.25 (Sat, Sun); 
16.15, 18.45, 21.15, 23.30 (every 
day). 
The Mule: 12.15 (Sat, Sun); 16.30, 
18.55, 21.15, 23.30 (everyday). 
Green Book: 12.10 (Sat, Sun); 
16.10 (every day). 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665.   
www.cinesteatrogoya.com  
The Mule:  17.45, 22.30 (Fri, Mon, 
Thurs); 15.45, 18.00, 22.45 (Sat, 
Sun); 11.45 (Sun). 
Green Book: 19.45, 22.30 (Fri, 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs); 20.15, 
22.30 (Sat, Sun). 
The Favourite: 20.25 (Sat, Sun); 
20.05 (Mon, Tues, Wed). 
The Favourite: 11.45, 15.40 (Sun), 
15.30 (Sat, Wed); 15.45 (Mon, 
Tues); 22.45 (every day). 
How To Train Your Dragon: The 
Hidden World: 17.45 (Fri, Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs); 15.50, 18.10 
(Sat, Sun); 11.45 (Sun). 
Captain Marvel: 17.40, 19.50, 
22.30 (Fri, Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Thurs); 15.45, 17.40, 20.15, 22.45 

(Sat, Sun);  11.45 (Sun).   

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Bohemian Rhapsody: 22.25 
(Tues). 
Captain Marvel: 17.50, 20.30 
(every day); 12.30 (Sat, Sun).   
How To Train Your Dragon: The 
Hidden World: 12.15, 14.20 (Sat, 
Sun); 19.20(Tues). 
The Queen’s Corgi: 20.10 (Tues). 
Feedback: 22.25 (Tues). 
Glass: 22.30 (Tues). 
Green Book: 16.30 (every day). 
The Mule: 20.05 (Fri, Sat, Sun); 
18.50 (Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs). 
On The Basis Of Sex: 22.05 
(Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón de la 
Victoria. Calle Arroyo Totalán 
Tel: 902 220 922 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Alita: Battle Angel: 19.10 (Tues). 
 Captain Marvel: 19.30 (Tues). 
The Queen’s Corgi: 19.55 (Tues). 
Feedback: 21.50 (Tues). 
Green Book: 19.50 (Tues). 
The Favourite: 18.10 (Tues). 
The Mule: 20.05 (Tues). 
On The Basis Of Sex: 21.40 
(Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia. Centro 
Comercial Vialia. Tel: 902 220 
922 or visit www. yelmocines.es  
Alita: Battle Angel: 19.20 (Tues). 
 Bohemian Rhapsody: 21.55 
(Tues). 
Captain Marvel: 20.30 (Tues). 
The Queen’s Corgi: 20.20 
(Tues). 
Feedback: 22.15 (Tues). 
Green Book: 19.00 (Tues) 
Julius Caesar: 20.00 (Thurs) live 
from the National Theatre. 
The Favourite: 18.15 (Tues). 
The Mule: 19.10 (Tues). 
On The Basis Of Sex: 19.35 
(Tues). 
Van Gogh: At Eternity’s Gate:  
12.45 (Sat, Sun); 20.35 (Tues).

:: TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. A Touch of 
Class will present its latest 
production at St Andrews 
Church in Los Boliches today 
(Friday). 

All Aboard, which features 
Ken Knowles, a former mem-
ber of The Hollies, will pre-
sent popular hit songs along 
with satirical sketches and 

dance routines. The show will 
also include a special Scottish 
set and the cast will finish the 
night with a rousing rendi-
tion of Scotland the Brave. 

Tickets for the show, which 
begins at 8pm, cost 10 euros 
and all proceeds will go to the 
St Andrew’s chaplaincy. 

For more information, call 
952026811.

A touch of music hall 

and satirical fun

The show presents popular hits and satirical sketches. :: SUR

Segovia. :: C. DOMINGUEZ PRATS 

Fase Alterna. :: EFE

ACDC tribute band. :: SUR
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Sabor y Salud, a company 
in the Axarquía which 
supplies the country’s 
principal chefs, has now 
obtained certification as 
an ecological producer  

MALAGA. Sabor y Salud is a com-
pany in the Axarquía region which 
produces edible flowers, herbs and 
salad leaves. It started life in Canil-
las de Aceituno, producing edible 
flowers, and then expanded and 
moved to Valle-Niza and Algarrobo. 
In 2017 the company took over 
new premises and it now consists 
of an area of 12,000 square metres 
of greenhouses on the bound-
ary between Vélez and 
Benamocarra.  

Sabor y Salud is 
run by two Ger-
mans, Peter 
Knacke, the 
manager, and Til 
Runge, the 
head of produc-
tion. At the 
moment they 
produce more 
than 200 differ-
ent varieties of 
flowers (a million 
flowers a year) and 
Spain is their main 
market, although they 
also export to France. 

“We are currently in ne-
gotiations with a wholesaler in 
the Netherlands, with a view to 
distributing our products there,” 
says Peter, who expects produc-
tion and sales to increase by around 
40 per cent this year.  

The company has just success-
fully obtained its certification of 
ecological production, so the pack-
ages of edible flowers, herbs and 
salad leaves they sell now bear that 
stamp.   

“Our move to the present prem-
ises was key in getting this certi-
fication. We realise it is important 
because it guarantees the quality 
of our products. In Spain the cli-
ents, who are mainly well-known 
chefs, already value our edible 
flowers for their flavour, but for 
people elsewhere in Europe the 
ecological certificate is important,” 
says Peter. “We take great care with 
our production and that is so-
mething our clients ought to know, 
so that is why we decided to apply 
for the ecological certificate.” 

Peter can boast of having some 
of Spain’s greatest chefs among his 
clients, including the Roca bro-
thers, Juan Mari Arzak, Pedro Su-

bijana, Dani García, José Carlos 
García, Kisko García, Carme Rus-
calleda and Ferran Adrià. 

As suppliers, Sabor y Salud also 
provides advice on how to use the 
edible flowers. “We’re not just far-
mers, we also love culinary expe-
riences, the flavours, the appea-
rance and the health aspects of 
what we grow,” explains Peter.   

He believes that edible flowers 
should be an integral part of a dish. 
“They need to make sense and con-
tribute something, not just be used 
for visual effect. For us as produ-
cers, edible flowers are a type of 
visual condiment in the kitchen,” 
says Peter, who is also convinced 
that the best way to produce qua-
lity natural products with a better 
flavour is through natural and eco-
logical cultivation.  

In addition to producing the eco-
logically-grown edible flowers, 
herbs and salad leaves, Sabor y Sa-
lud also organises courses and 
workshops about how to use them 

in cooking. 

Malaga-grown edible flowers find their way into 
the kitchens of some of Spain’s greatest chefs

Sabor y Salud grows more than 200 varieties of edible flowers. :: SUR

AGUSTÍN 
PELÁEZ

 apelaez@diariosur.es 
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12,000 
square metres of land are used 
by Sabor y Salud for the produc-
tion of edible flowers. The com-
pany is based in Benamocarra.  

200 
different varieties of edible 
flowers are grown by the com-
pany, which also produces herbs 
and salad leaves.  

10% 
of the production is exported to 
France, where it is also used for 
haute cuisine and restaurants. 

THE DATA

Garlic flowers, one of many 
varieties sold by the company. 

:: SUR
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S
cientific studies show 
that the consumption of 
dairy products is of little 
benefit. We are the only 

mammals that drink milk after 
we’ve been weaned, and whether 
it comes from a cow, a sheep, a 
goat or a buffalo, it originates 
from another animal. Illogical as it 
may seem to non-milk-drinking 
populations, in countries like 
USA, Britain and Finland, milk 
consumption is an everyday cus-
tom. In Britain milk has for dec-
ades been delivered to homes  
daily, something that was either 
motivated by clever marketing or 
the best way to deal with a glut.  

Dairy products are not a feature 
of the Mediterranean diet, nor is 
there an established tradition of 
milk and cheese consumption in 
southern Europe. In spite of its 
current popularity, Greek yoghurt 
has an obscure history. No, Spain 
and the like are definitely not 
milk drinkers, nor, in spite of 
what any restaurant or bar cus-
tomer may believe, great cheese 
consumers. The latest statistics 
show Spain at #31 in the world 
ranking, between Chile and Uru-
guay, less than half the EU figure 
and way behind frontrunner Den-
mark. However, it seems un-
thinkable to serve an aperitif here 
that does not include jamón de 
bellota, lomo, and aged goat’s or 
sheep’s cheese. Many swear their 
allegiance to a daily ration of old 

Manchego, in spite of the adage 
that decrees ‘Queso todos los días, 
pero uno al año’ (‘Cheese every 
day but only one cheese a year’). 
Cheese provides protein as it is 
composed of dairy fat with salt, 
but is definitely not a health food. 
Nutritionists insist it should not 
form any part of our regular diet. 
Even limited consumption can 
cause inflammation of the intes-
tine, which in turn reduces our 
capacity to absorb vitamins and 
minerals. As an unrepentant 
cheese lover I have no intention 
of changing my habits any time 
soon, although there is a chink of 
light visible through the gloom. 
Unpasteurised goat’s or sheep’s 
cheese made with raw milk is said 
to be beneficial due to its positive 
effect on the development of gut 
bacteria.

ANDREW J. LINN 

ANYONE FOR  

CHEESE? 

Áster 2014 

The Áster bodega is the Ribera del 
Duero base of the La Rioja Alta 
Group, one of Spain’s best and 
most reliable bodegas that has 
been making red wine in La Rioja 
since 1890. Unusually, this quite 
limited production 
of only 100,000 
bottles is of an age 
and a price that 
make it extremely 
good value. Around 
14.50 euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Retiree Diego Muñoz, who 
used to run the Mesón Los 
Chopos restaurant in Campil-
los, has been showing off the 
invention he patented for 
300,000 pesetas in 2001; the  
idea allows you to cut tradi-
tional jamón more safely as 
well as giving a better quality 
product, he explains. His de-
vice, which rotates the jamón 
by 90 degrees, means that 
“the fat flows to bottom, giv-
ing more freshness” and that 
you get “a cut against the fi-
bre” as you do with the major-
ity of meats. The device, 
which has has been selling 
around Europe also has a 
practical use: “You also won’t 
end up cutting your hand off!”

A NEW  

ANGLE ON A 

TRADITIONAL 

SPANISH FOOD

:: RICARDO PASTOR
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:: ÁNGEL ESCALERA 

MALAGA. Gonzalo came into the 
meeting room at the Vithas Par-
que San Antonio hospital in 
Malaga, ‘driving’ a car which was 
guided by remote control. Hewas 
demonstrating a new scheme 
which is now being applied at the 
hospital, where young children 
who are going to have surgery 
travel to the operating theatre in 
a remote-controlled car operated 
by nursing staff from the pediat-
ric surgery department. The pro-
ject, called ‘Los peques van al 
quirófano en coche’, was officially 
presented to the public last week, 
with little Gonzalo as  test driver.  

This is a joint initiative between   
Vithas Parque San Antonio and the 
Air Liquide Healthcare company, 
and the aim is twofold: to reduce 
the stress associated with surgery, 
and help children and their parents 
through a complicated health si-
tuation. The car will be used by 
youngsters under the age of six or 
seven, depending on their weight. 

The staff hope that, instead of 
crying as they go into the opera-
ting theatre, as often happens, the 
little ones will be smiling as they 
arrive by electric car and not whe-

eled in on a stretcher.  
The Costa del Sol director of 

Vithas, Mercedes Mengíbar, says the 
idea is to humanise the moments 
which can be difficult for any child. 

“These electric cars create a more 
relaxing situation for the children’s 
families as well, and help to redu-
ce the emotional stress of these 
occasions,” she explained at the 

presentation, which was also at-
tended by the  medical director of   
Vithas Parque San Antonio, Miguel 
Ángel Guzmán, and the head of 
paediatric surgery, Juan Pérez. 

After thanking Air Liquide Heal-
thcare for its involvement in the pro-
ject, Mercedes Mengíbar said that: 
“This hospital is famous for its mo-
ther and child unit, because we have 
a fundamental commitment to the 
health of young children. For us it 
is an honour to have a company such 
as Air Liquide Healthcare sharing 
that sentiment and commitment 
with the hospital, and doing so in 
such a special and original way”. 

Makes the work easier 

Juan Pérez stressed that when a 
patient is relaxed in the minutes 
before surgery, no matter how se-
rious their condition, it makes the 
work of doctors and nurses much 
easier.  

 Miguel Ángel Guzmán ex-
pressed his gratitude for the 
support from private companies 
for initiatives of this type. “Any 
success, including in an operating 
theatre, depends on team work and 
this project is a good example of 
that. We have to thank the Air Li-
quide Healthcare company for joi-
ning the Vithas family in this way,” 
he said.  

The remote-controlled car sche-
me will also be used in other hos-
pitals within the group, to turn the 
journey to the operating theatre 
into a game and reduce the stress 
of the whole situation for the 
young patients and their families.

Little Gonzalo demonstrated the remote-controlled car at the official launch. :: SUR

Children who drive to the theatre

Vithas Parque San 
Antonio hospital has 
introduced a scheme to 
reduce anxiety in young 
surgical patients and 
their parents
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“In many cases the work a 
midwife would normally 
do is handled by other 
profesionals, and that has 
an effect on the quality of 
attention,” they say 

RONDA. Eloisa Molina and Ana Be-
lén Pérez are the two midwives for 
the town of Ronda and the villages 
in the nearby countryside, and they 
are based in the local health centres. 
There are also seven midwives at 
the Serranía hospital in Ronda and, 
curiously, as this is usually seen as 
a female profession, four of them 
are men.  

The work of the midwives at the 
hospital is mainly to do with la-
bour and birth, but for those who 
work in health centres, it is much 
more varied. These midwives as-
sist women in every stage of their 
life, from puberty to menopause: 
in adolescence, during pregnancy, 
in the postpartum period, breast-
feeding, menopause... the role of 
the midwife is very much wider 
than it used to be. Eloisa and Ana 
Belén have 16 and eight years ex-
perience, respectively, and both 
worked in hospitals before trans-
ferring to the health centres.  

These midwives deal with family 
planning, cervical smears, disfunc-
tions of the pelvic floor, urinary in-
continence, sexual education in 
schools, sexual health, contracep-
tion... “the women ask us about all 
sorts of things,” they say.  

Nowadays, midwifery is a nurs-
ing speciality. To become a midwife 
you need to graduate in nursing and 
then study obstetric-gynaecological 
nursing, pass an exam and spend a 
period of residency just like other 
specialists.  

Eloisa and Ana Belén are aware that 
theirs is often seen as women’s work, 
although the hospital in Ronda is the 
exception.  

“In general I believe the situation 
of our profession is fine, but maybe 
we could do with more midwives at 
health centres. In many cases the 
work a midwife would normally do 
is handled by other profesionals, and 
that has an effect on the quality of 

attention,” they say.  

False beliefs 

Although there are many reasons to 
see a midwife, pregnancy, postpar-
tum and breastfeeding are among 
the main ones. Eloisa and Ana Belén 
don’t have official figures to hand, 
but they have noticed that the num-
ber of pregnancies in the Ronda area 
has dropped, and that these days 
many women only want to have one 
child. “Two is unusual now, although 
some women do want two children, 
but many are convinced they only 
want one,” they say.  

The most frequent questions they 
are asked are about false beliefs or 

myths which many people still main-
tain, such as that pregnancy can be 
considered an illness.  

“I believe the women feel more 
confident when we tell them what 
they can do and shouldn’t do, espe-
cially if it is their first pregnancy,” 
says Eloisa.  

“The problem can be that the 
mother-to-be does know, but peo-
ple around her don’t and they give 
her advice such as “you can’t eat 
ham or paté, but you can have a glass 
of wine”, or that you can smoke dur-
ing pregnancy, but only a little,” says 
Ana Belén.  

The midwives stress that preg-
nancy doesn’t stop women being ac-

tive, and say that it is a very good time 
to adopt healthy lifestyle habits, such 
as cooking meat or fish well, wash-
ing fruit and vegetables, and main-
taining them afterwards. “For exam-
ple, you can go running when you’re 
pregnant. In fact, sport is highly rec-
ommended,” they say. 

With regard to breast feeding, both 
midwives say this is the best option 
and they encourage it, although many 
women decide against it. “Everyone 
breast feeds their baby in the deliv-
ery room and wants to continue, but 
after a few days things change; prob-
lems can arise and we try to resolve 
them. There is pressure on mothers 
to breast feed. It is an emotional time 
for women and they can be influ-
enced by their mothers and mothers-
in-law, for example. We believe breast 
feeding is best, but if a mother de-
cides not to, then we must respect 
that,” they say.  

 “We try to assist women during 
breast feeding, and only a very small 
percentage of women experience 
problems, but the postpartum period 
is not just about being a woman with 
a breast,” they stress. “It takes time 
and effort and many women wrongly 
believe that breast milk alone isn’t 
enough for a baby, or that they can’t 
produce enough of it to satisfy them.”  

Eloisa and Ana Belén say that the 
women’s partners are more involved 
these days, and they believe mater-
nity leave needs to be extended, so 
that mothers do not have to stop 
breast feeding because they are go-
ing back to work.  

The work carried out by these mid-
wives includes organising groups in 
which the mothers and their part-
ners, with their babies, share their 
experiences; classes in the swimming 
pool to prepare the muscles for a vagi-
nal birth, using the Aipap method; 
talks on health; maternal education; 
and a visit to the hospital before the 
baby is due. 

These specialists look after women at all stages of life, not just when they become mothers 

The unknown work of midwives 

VANESSA 
MELGAR 

 vanessamelgarnaranjo@hotmail.com

Eloisa, in the foreground, and Ana Belén, standing, on the left. :: V. MELGAR
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BENALMADENA 
Unfortunately time won’t pass by 
without leaving arthritic marks on 
our joints. The most often effected 
joints are hips and knees, followed 
by shoulders and fingers. 

After many decades of weight 
bearing pressure, signs of so 
called arthritic changes will ap-
pear eventually. And as there are 
no nerve endings inside a joint 
the initial stage of arthritic 
changes of the joint won’t have 
clinical symptoms and is usually 
detected as a secondary diagno-
sis when radiographic images 
are taking for other reasons. This 
is considered stage I of arthritis, 
and does not require any treat-
ment. But the far more advanced 
stage III and the final stage IV 
would cause significant pain even 
when resting, due to the by then 
very much deformed joint, un-
treated often ending in an inabil-
ity of moving that joint. 

In the moderate stage of the 
arthritis, when the joint is not 
worn out and the symptoms ap-
pear only occasionally, conser-
vative treatment can be applied 
consisting in specific physiother-
apy, gentle sports like swimming, 
anti- inflammatory medication 
in form of crèmes or tablets, as 
well as direct infiltrations with 
Cortisone and/ or hyaluronic 
acid. In the very advanced (III. 
degree) and the final stage (IV. 
Degree) of the arthritis the sur-
gical substitution should be con-
sidered. In these stages of ar-
thritis there is a generally ac-
cepted rule of thumb that in men 
over 60 and women over 65 the 
joint replacement should be the 
treatment of choice. 

In the hands of an experienced 
orthopaedic surgeon a joint re-
placement is considered a rou-
tine surgical procedure. Follow-

ing a hip or knee replacement 
you would be allowed full weight 
bearing immediately. In- patient 
stay would be 2 – 4 days, in a 
private hospital, and under su-
pervision and training by a spe-
cialist trained physiotherapist 

the joint would gain practically 
full range of movement within 
2-4 weeks, pain free. Returning 
to normal daily activities like 
longer walks, swimming and 
even an easy round of golf 
should be possible after 6-8 
weeks. Statistics have shown that 
out of 100 hip or knee replace-
ments 99 are functioning that 
well that only the scar would re-
mind you that you actually have 
an artificial joint. 

The generally accepted rec-
ommendation is that in case of 
advanced arthritis with signifi-
cantly reduced life quality, and 
the patient being in the equiva-
lent age group, the surgical re-
placement should be done rather 
sooner than later, allowing to re-

turn to usual daily activities and 
a normal life quality. Postpon-
ing the surgery for a prolonged 
time could not only cause dam-
age on the joints of the other leg 
due to compensatory limping, 
but also lead to other medical 
problems like diabetes and heart 

conditions coming in, making 
the surgery more difficult or 
even impossible.

ARTHRITIS: SURGERY,  YES OR NO?

CONTACT: 
Orthopaedic Clinic ‘Clinica 

Sandalf’:  
Calle Mercurio, 75, 29631 Arroyo 
de La Miel, Málaga  
Telephone: 952 57 77 66 .  
www.clinicasandalf.com

ADVERTORIAL

In the hands of an 
experienced 
orthopaedic surgeon a 
joint replacement is 
considered a routine 
surgical procedure

Should you hold on as long as possible without surgery or rather go for it?

:: FREEPIK
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:: ANTONIO PANIAGUA 

There is no difference between op-
erating on a teenager with three fin-
gers mutilated by a firework or a 
merchant seaman with half his hand 
missing, says Francisco Piñal, who 
at the age of 58 is now one of the 
best hand surgeons in the world. He 
specialises in what for many people 
appears to be a miracle, but is actu-
ally the result of innumerable hours 
of work in the operating theatre, 
dedicated study and a great deal of 
expertise.  

Piñal is an expert at transplanting 
toes onto the hands of patients who 
have suffered serious injuries. He has 
already carried out more than 500 
operations of this type, making him 
the surgeon with the greatest expe-
rience in this field. His success rate is 
99 per cent. He once treated a piano 
teacher who was able to play again 

afterwards and perform in concerts, 
but is never blasé about his skills. “The 
possibilities of failure are endless,” 
he says. After nearly a quarter of a 
century working at the Valdecilla hos-
pital in Santander, he is now the head 
of hand and wrist surgury at La Luz 
hospital in Madrid.  

Losing a thumb may seem incon-
venient but not serious, but in fact 
that it is not the case. With no thumb, 
nearly half of the hand’s function is 
lost and any task becomes very diffi-
cult: grasping and manipulating ob-
jects of all sizes becomes very hard 
work.  

“Transplanting a big toe onto the 
hand improves its function by 90 per 
cent. For people who have lost all five 
fingers, we try to reconstruct it. We 
make the thumb with the big toe of 
one foot and transfer the second and 
third toes from the other one,” says 

Providing a 
helping hand
Surgeon Francisco Piñal transplants toes onto the 
hands of people who have lost fingers or thumbs. 
He has carried out 500 operations of this type.  
“The possibilities of failure are endless,” he says

Francisco Piñal. :: VIRGINIA CARRASCO
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Piñal, who has spent a great deal of 
time in the USA and Australia learn-
ing the secrets of hand microsurgery.  

It is very rare for someone using a 
mechanical saw to cut a finger off at 
the base. It is more common to suf-
fer a cut across the index finger, the 
palm and part of the third finger, with 
an incision on different levels. “In 
those cases, we use the longest toes 
for the reconstruction, so the patient’s 
hand is as near normal as possible. 
We don’t try to place the toes indis-
criminately, or use four of different 
lengths. It is important not only to 
re-establish the function of the hand, 
but also to make it look as normal as 
possible,” he explains. 

Plastic surgery plays an impor-
tant role, too, and it should not be 
forgotten that the amputation of 
a finger has a major psychological 
effect.  

A cool head 

It takes time to connect nerves, bones 
and tendons with the aim of restor-
ing movement, sensitivity and blood 
flow. Sometimes it can be done in 
three and a half hours, but at others 
it can take up to 18. That is when a 
cool head is necessary, to be in con-
trol of the situation. “I never shout 
or get angry. In Australia they taught 
me that if something goes wrong in 
the operating theatre, the surgeon is 
responsible. You mustn’t change the 
ambience of a place where it is diffi-
cult to be.”  

A prosthesis cannot be compared 
with toe transplants. The false hands 
are not as stable and the patient does 

not recover their feeling. Prostheses 
are cosmetic more than anything else, 
while implants restore function. How-
ever, the fact that the transplants are 
successful does not mean they are 
not complex.  

“The key to everything is called 
microsurgery. You have to connect 
arteries which are one milimetre in 
diameter, which means nine differ-
ent stitches with a thread which is 
barely a few microns. You also have 
to connect a vein so the blood can 
flow. A microscope is needed for 
that. Tendons and bones are put in 
place every day, but vascular recon-
nection is more exceptional,” he 
says. To join bones they use screws, 
plates or wire, normal tools in any 
operating theatre.  

The technique of implanting toes 
onto hands began in the early 1970s. 
Not every hospital does this type of 
surgery and the surgeons need to be 
specially qualified. A patient needs 
to be confident and psychologically 
prepared for one or more toes to be 
removed and transplanted. If they 
have suffered a serious hand injury, 
it is logical that they will be wary of 
losing their toes. Among the few sur-
gical teams that perform these opera-
tions, Piñal’s is the most active. How-
ever, he doesn’t boast about his 
achievements and has no interest in 
becoming world famous. “In the op-
erating theatre I just want to concen-
trate on what I’m doing, so there is 
always music playing. I’m relaxed 
with my team, but prepared,” he says. 

It bothers him that some doctors, 
despite their accredited skills and 

brilliant reputation, love to appear 
in front of the cameras. He respects 
those who travel altruistically to 
underdeveloped countries to treat 
disadvantaged people, but shun pub-
licity. “There are surgeons who op-
erate free of charge on patients in 
Africa who otherwise wouldn’t be 
treated, and there are humanitar-
ian organisations which do excel-
lent work, but you mustn’t confuse 
altruism with vanity. There are some 

people who only want to be photo-
graphed doing it. I don’t understand 
how people can spend time in Af-
rica and then charge 50,000 euros 
for an operation. When there are so 
many people here who need help, 
why go so far? If you operate on 
someone free in Spain, you don’t 
have to go round telling everyone 
about it. I have friends who go to 
the Sahara and when they come 
back they don’t boast about it. I can 

allow myself the luxury of not 
charging many people who need 
surgery because, thank God, I earn 
money. Although nowadays if you 
want to do it under Social Security, 
the system and the doctors them-
selves make it difficult.” 

Many amputees ask Francisco Piñal 
if there will be unpleasant conse-
quences of losing a toe. “They are 
afraid they’ll end up with a recon-
structed hand but they’ll limp. The 
way of walking isn’t affected. If it 
were, I’d have 500 lame people wait-
ing outside my door,” he says. It is 
normal for the patient to feel a pull-
ing sensation of the skin for the first 
few weeks, but after three months 
they don’t even remember that.  

In general, it is best to remove two 
toes from one foot and two from the 
other, although there are always ex-
ceptions. Piñal has come across situa-
tions where patients have lost all 
the fingers of both hands, and in 
those cases there is no option but to 
remove three toes from each foot, 
something which affects the appear-
ance but not the ability to walk. “It 
doesn’t affect a normal person: they 
can go to work, drive and run with 
no problems,” he says. Paradoxically, 
Francisco Piñal mostly remembers 
the operations which have gone 
badly, but even with his three fail-
ures there was never necrosis and 
he learned a lot from them. 

How does he relax, after carrying 
out an exhausting 18-hour operation? 
“I like to get up early the next morn-
ing and go running. That’s what re-
laxes me most,” he says.

500 
transplants of toes onto hands 
have been carried out by surgeon 
Francisco Piñal, the head of hand 
and wrist surgery at La Luz hos-
pital in Madrid. Piñal is a special-
ist in re-establishing the ability 
to grasp with the hand. It is a 
fundamental manoeuvre for car-
rying out basic tasks. With this 
type of transplant, 90 per cent of 
the grasp and manipulate func-
tion is recovered. 
  

Less common 

The reduction in wars and conflicts 
and better safety conditions at work 
have reduced the frequency of fin-
ger amputations. Most of the pa-
tients treated by Dr Piñal and his 
team have suffered an accident 
while working.  
 

 
 30% 
was the success rate in transplant-
ing toes onto the hands of ampu-
tees thirty years ago. The figure 
has now risen to 90 per cent. The 
lack of a thumb limits the use of a 
hand by 50 per cent. 

TRANSPLANTS
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Call it running, jogging or what 
you will, this type of physical ac-
tivity when your feet touch the 
ground alternately at a faster speed 
than walking is becoming more and 
more popular.  

Although it has almost always 
existed as a type of exercise, in re-
cent years an increasing number of 

people have taken it up, in many 
cases because they can fit it into 
their busy lives.  

There are numerous benefits to 
running. It improves the immune 
and cardiovascular system, stimu-
lates lung capacity, speeds up the me-
tabolism and raises levels of ‘good 
cholesterol’. It also strengthens bones 
and helps to combat anxiety.   

Another advantage is that it costs 
absolutely nothing to go running 
(apart from the shoes etc), and it can 
be done any time, outside, alone or 
in company. A runner not only makes 
close contact with himself or herself 
as a person but also with the envi-
ronment, which adds psychological 
and social benefits to the purely 
physical ones.  

However, although it may not 
seem so, running isn’t as simple as 
just putting on a pair of suitable shoes 
and setting off. It is very important 
to bear in mind different guidelines 
and techniques to avoid injury, and 
make sure this type of exercise doesn’t 
actually cause harm to your body.  

One of the first aspects to consider 
before taking up running is your body 
weight, because that can increase the 
chance of suffering an injury. Experts 
say someone with a body mass index 
higher than 25 is 25 per cent more at 
risk of injuring themselves.  

It should also be remembered that 
this type of physical activity has a 
major impact on weight-bearing joints 
and the spinal column, so excess 
weight can cause damage and inju-
ries to those as well.  

It is always advisable to have a 
complete medical check-up and car-
diac stress test to ensure there are 
no potential heart problems, be-
fore starting.  

Gradual progress and foot 
care, keys to success  
Experts recommend that anyone who 
is just starting to take up running 
should start off by walking. This will 
strengthen the muscles, tendons and 
joints which will later be used dur-
ing running. However, for it to really 

serve as an introduction, you need to 
walk at least 10,000 steps at least twice 
a week, at a moderate speed. The 
American College of Sports Medicine 
(ACSM) recommends a walking speed 
of between 4.8 and 6.4 kilometres an 
hour, for a healthy adult.  

When you first take up running, 
you should do it gradually and not 
increase your distance by more than 
10 per cent a week. Equally, length 
of stride should also be increased lit-
tle by little because, although  ex-
pert runners have a long stride, those 
who are not used to it can suffer in-
jury from the impact of contact with 
the ground.  

Anyone who wants to be a suc-
cessful runner must also take good 
care of their feet. Choosing suitable 
running shoes isn’t as easy as it may 
seem because people’s feet differ so 
much and the shoes must adapt to 
individual characteristics. There is 
a huge range to choose from, includ-
ing pronation shoes, neutral tread, 
highly cushioned, shoes for moun-
tains, shoes for roads and many other 
possibilities.  

There are certain elements to bear 
in mind when choosing, such as foot 
shape, type of tread, body weight, 

type of terrain on which you’ll be 
running, how often you run, dis-
tance etc. It is also important to re-
member that poor support will re-
sult in an unusual movement which 
has a repercussion on the whole lo-
comotor apparatus, and that can re-
sult in injury.  

With all this in mind, a visit to a 
sports podologist before taking up 
running is the best way to make a 
good start and avoid injury. These pro-
fessionals can study possible anatomi-
cal factors, level the step and intro-
duce measures that improve and pre-
vent future damage. They will also 
analyse the way you run and correct 
the technique if necessary, because 
in many cases this is the cause of in-
juries no matter how good the equip-
ment and footwear are.  

If you are injured, it is essential to 
consult a physiotherapist in case treat-
ment is needed, so you can recover 
and work on ensuring it doesn’t hap-
pen again. And of course, when choos-
ing a physiotherapist, make sure you 
consult someone who is registered 
with the Professional College of 
Physiotherapists in your region, as 
that is the only way to be sure that 
they are properly qualified. 

It is important to take 
certain factors into 
account before 
starting, such as state 
of health, physical 
performance and 
running style

Taking up running? Read these guidelines first

It is best to progress slowly 
and surely when you are 
new to running. :: SUR
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At 19 years of age, he has 
broken into the top 200 
players in the world, he is 
the 15th best in Spain and 
there are just four 
younger players ahead of 
him on the ATP rankings 

MALAGA. Things are really starting 
to get serious for Alejandro Davido-
vich. The career of the young tennis 
star, raised in La Cala del Moral and 
made in Marbella, is just getting 
started in earnest. 

The 19-year-old, who first shot to 
prominence with victory at Junior 
Wimbledon in 2017,  has been a pro-
fessional for 14 months now. The origi-
nal adjustment period contained more 
ups than downs, but the final third 
of 2018 and the start of 2019 have 
seen Davidovich take a massive step 
forward - reflected in a massive leap 
in his ATP ranking.  

Currently in 181st place, Davido-
vich is one of Spain’s greatest hopes 
for the future and is certainly one of 
the favourites for the Next Gen world 
championships in November. 

Between the Davidovich of Janu-
ary 2018, when he had just started 
his life as a pro, and the current Davi-
dovich, there are more than 300 
places. After reaching the final of the 
Bangkok Challenger last week, he 
achieved a career-high 184th, rising 
a further three this week without 
even competing. 

His progression is advancing at a 
steady rate, especially impressive in 
an environment in which players are 
competing well into their 30s, mak-
ing a breakthrough into the top 100 
more difficult than ever. 

Fourteen months after finishing 
his junior career, Davidovich already 
has his first title, winning the Futures 
Quinta do Lago; he also reached three 
finals on the Challenger Tour, losing 
in Szczecin, Shenzhen and Bangkok. 
He was in the preliminary phase at 
Wimbledon and in the Australian 
Open, earning himself a call to join 
the Spain team for training to warm 
up for the Davis Cup in Marbella. To 
his achievements you can also add 
victory in the Master Futuro Nacional 
Mapfre under-23 tournament. 

His meteoric rise so far has been 

managed by coach Jorge Aguirre who 
carefully selects the tournaments his 
young protégé will enter to avoid fill-
ing up his calendar and pushing him 
too far. 

History in the making? 
If just a few months ago Davidovich’s 
participation in Challengers tourna-
ments was in doubt, now he starts 
them among the favourites. He is not 
far behind his fellow ‘malagueño’ Ad-
rián Menéndez (141st), whom he has 
never faced on the tour, and could be-

come only the second player from 
the province to break into the top 
100, following in the footsteps of 
Emilio Álvarez. 

At present he is the 15th best Span-
iard in the rankings and is younger 
that all of those above him. In fact, 
there are high hopes for him with ten 
players in their thirties ahead of him: 
Feliciano López (37), David Ferrer 
(36), Guillermo García-López and Fer-
nando Verdasco (35), Pablo Andújar 
and Adrián Menéndez (33), Rafa Na-
dal and Marcel Granollers (32), Al-

Alejandro Davidovich, 
in a promotional image 
distributed by his new 
sponsor Diadora. :: SUR

Young Malaga tennis star Alejandro Davidovich has climbed 
300 places in just 14 months as a professional

bert Ramos (31) and Roberto Bautista 
(30). Davidovich and Nicola Kuhn 
(248th and a year his junior, who 
missed most of 2018 through injury) 
are the big hopes, alongside Pedro 
Martínez Portero (162nd, 21 years 
old) and Jaume Munar (61st, also 21).  

Globally there are just three higher-
ranked tennis players than Davido-
vich who are younger: Felix Auger-
Aliassime (58th, 18), Miomir Kecma-
novic (130th, 19) and Alexei Popyrin 
(131st, 19). 

Davidovich will compete in an-
other Challenger in China this week 
ahead of his long-awaited appearance  
on clay, his preferred surface, at the 
Casino Admiral Trophy at the Puente 
Romano Tennis Club in Marbella at 
the end of the month. Expectations 
will be high.

PEDRO LUIS 
ALONSO

 Twitter: @Plalonso27 

There are only 14 Spanish tennis 
players with a better ATP ranking 
than Davidovich; many of them 
are in their thirties: 

Player          Ranking/Age 
1st Rafa Nadal              2nd/32 
2nd Pablo Carreño           20th/27 
3rd Roberto Bautista        22nd/30 
4th Fernando Verdasco       36th/35 
5th Jaume Munar           61st/21 
6th Feliciano López          78th/37 
7th Albert Ramos           91st/31 
8th Pablo Andújar           93rd/33 
9th Marcel Granollers       108th/32 
10th Guillermo García-López 109th/35 
11th Roberto Carballés      111th/25 
12th Adrián Menéndez      141st/33 
13th David Ferrer          143rd/36 
14th Pedro Martínez Portero 162nd/21 
15th Alejandro Davidovich   181st/19

SPANISH TENNIS

Davidovich has risen more than 
300 places in just 14 months as a 
senior: 

Date                          Ranking 
January 2016               1469th 
January 2017                859th 
January 2018                493rd 
February 2018                487th 
March 2018                  477th 
April 2018                   393rd 
May 2018                   408th 
June 2018                   396th 
July 2018                   377th 
August 2018                 369th 
September 2018              400th 
October 2018                285th 
November 2018              233rd 
December 2018               231st 
January 2019                237th 
February 2019                184th 
March 2019                  181st

RANKING PROGRESS

Anticipation will be high 
for the local youngster at 
the Marbella Challenger 
at the end of March

Making great strides
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Blanco Leschuk and 
Seleznov drew blanks 
once again as Muñiz’s 
side’s struggles in 
front of goal continue 

MALAGA. Everyone wants it, but 
no one is letting it show. Promo-
tion to the big time is worth mil-
lions of euros and, despite a dis-
mal run of just one win in six 
matches, Malaga are still within 
touching distance of the top of the 
table. 

It is testament to the strength 
of the division that none of the 
teams in the hunt for promotion 
seems capable of stringing together 
results and running away with the 
lead. 

Malaga, who after Saturday’s re-
sult have now drawn eight matches 
this season, certainly have had 
their opportunities. The Andalu-
sian derby at El Arcángel on Satur-
day was no different. 

Cordoba, who have just ap-
pointed Rafa Navarro as their new 
coach, may have had the famous 
‘new manager bounce’, but Malaga 
had more than enough chances to 
win the game. 

One player who wasn’t there to 
take them was top scorer Adrián 
González who had to be with-
drawn after just nine minutes 
through injury. Much like the team 
as a whole, his replacement, Erik 
Morán, simply wasn’t up to speed 
and he was hooked off at half time 
following an opening 45 minutes 
in which the hosts carved out the 
only real opening. 

That was when José Ángel Car-
rillo nipped in front of Luis 
Hernández, not quite up to speed 

after a long injury layoff, to get to 
a cross from the right wing before 
being upended. The referee, how-
ever, was in no mood to give a pen-
alty despite the defender clipping 
at the forward’s heels from behind. 

Malaga coach Juan Ramón 
Muñiz may have shaken up his 
side’s tactics at the break, but it 
was the hosts who drew first blood. 
Miguel de las Cuevas skilfully 
brought Jaime’s low cross under 
his spell on the edge of the area, 
sitting Federico Ricca on his back-
side before firing the ball into the 
top corner, well beyond the reach 
of Munir. 

Jack Harper, restored to a cen-
tral area in the second half, almost 
laid on a goal for his struggling col-

league Gustavo Blanco Leschuk as 
he nodded Luis Hernández’s long 
ball into the Argentinian’s path, 
only for his looping header to be 
cleared off the line by the defender 
with the keeper beaten. 

The visitors continued to step 

A point with a bitter aftertaste

Alfred N’Diaye, left, is denied by a superb reaction save from Carlos Abad; Seleznov couldn’t follow up on the rebound. :: VALERIO MERINO

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

Reus - Tenerife                           0-1 
Cádiz - Albacete                         1-0 
Córdoba - MALAGA                1-1 
Osasuna - Gimnástic               1-0 
Mallorca - Elche                         1-1 
Numancia - Sporting               1-2 
Majadahonda-Granada          0-3 
Oviedo - Lugo                             1-1 
Las Palmas-Extremadura      1-1 
Zaragoza - Almería                   1-2 
Deportivo - Alcorcón               2-2

Mallorca - Oviedo  
Sporting - Almería  
Gimnástic - Albacete  
Elche - Cádiz  
Majadahonda - Alcorcón  
Extremadura - Córdoba  
Lugo - Reus 
Tenerife - Numancia  
Granada - Zaragoza  
Deportivo - Las Palmas  
MALAGA - Osasuna

1. Osasuna                   54     28    16       6      6    36    25 

2. Granada                   53     28    15       8      5    36    18 

3. Albacete                  50     28    13    11      4    36    22 

4. MALAGA                50     28    14       8      6    29    19 

5. Deportivo               49     28    12    13      3    39    21 

6. Cádiz                        47     28    13       8      7    38    23 

7. Oviedo                     44     28    12       8      8    32    31 

8. Almería                    43     28    11    10      7    33    25 

9. Mallorca                  42     28    11       9      8    35    27 

10. Alcorcón              42     28    12       6    10    29    25 

11. Las Palmas          38     28       8    14      6    32    30 

12. Sporting              36     28       9       9    10    30    27 

13. Numancia            34     28       8    10    10    33    34 

14. Elche                     33     28       7    12      9    29    34 

15. Zaragoza             31     28       7    10    11    30    35 

16. Tenerife               31     28       6    13      9    23    31 

17. R. Majadahonda 30    28       8       6    14    25    38 

18. Lugo                      28     28       6    10    12    27    36 

19. Extremadura      24     28       5       9    14    30    40 

20. Córdoba               22     28       4    10    14    33    51 

21. Gimnástic            21     28       5       6    17    17    42 

22. Reus                         0     28       5       6    17    16    34

TEAM                                                               PT                  P              W           D               L            GF       GA

Table

Results Next match day
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N’Diaye’s last-minute equaliser spared Malaga’s blushes in Saturday’s 
Andalusian derby against an inferior Cordoba side battling the drop

1-1 
CORDOBA-MALAGA 

 Cordoba:  Carlos Abad; Fernández, Luis Mu-
ñoz, Quintanilla, Álex Menéndez; Andrés 
(Manzambi, 76’), Bodiger, Touré, Jaime; De 
las Cuevas (Aguado, 79’), Carrillo (Piovacca-
ri, 81’). Unused substitutes: Lavín, Lourei-
ro, Kevin, Alfaro. 

 Malaga:  Munir; Iván, Luis Hernández, Pau 
Torres, Federico Ricca; Iván Alejo (Seleznov, 
65’), Keidi, N’Diaye, Adrián (Erik Morán, 9’ 
(Ontiveros, 46’)), Harper; Blanco Leschuk. 
Unused substitutes: Kieszek, Cifu, Lombán, 
Renato. 

 Goals:  1-0 De las Cuevas (61’); 1-1 N’Diaye 
(90+3’). 

 Referee:  Bikandi Garrido. Yellow cards for 
Erik Morán, Luis Muñoz, Blanco Leschuk, 
Touré, De las Cuevas, Manzambi, Ricca, 
Fernández. 

 Venue:  El Arcángel (13,885 spectators).
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on the gas and substitute Yevhen 
Seleznov missed a clear chance to 
level the scores after Alfred 
N’Diaye’s header was spectacularly 
denied by Carlos Abad on the 
stretch, leaving the Ukrainian with 
all the goal to aim at. But, on his 
weaker foot, he could only direct 
his effort into the side netting. 

The breakthrough did eventu-
ally come, deep into stoppage time, 
when the persistence of Javi On-
tiveros, who came on at half time, 
paid off as the ball broke to Ricca, 
whose first-time cross was stroked 
home by N’Diaye on the edge of 
the box. 

This was the least their perform-
ance deserved, said Muñiz follow-
ing the game. “We had a lot of clear 
chances but we shouldn’t get fix-
ated on the lack of goals. We just 
need a lucky break and our for-
tunes in front of goal will change.”

Next up for Malaga is the visit of 
current league leaders, Osasuna. 
Victory over Gimnàstic at the 
weekend (1-0) was the Pamplona 
side’s seventh in a row, helping to 
negate the effects of their poor 
start to the campaign. 

In fact, it was only after beat-
ing Malaga (2-1) on matchday 12 (3 
November) that Osasuna, man-
aged by Jagoba Arrasate, could 
climb out of the bottom half of 
the table. 

Since then, they have only 
failed to win on four occasions 
(losing to Dépor and Las Palmas; 
drawing with Albacete and Nu-
mancia). Juan Villar and Roberto 
Torres, both scorers in the re-
verse fixture, have been instru-
ments in this run, scoring nine 
and ten goals, respectively. 

The clash on Monday night 
(kick-off 9pm) will only be the 
third ever between the sides at 
this level. As it stands, Osasuna 
edge the head-to-head with two 
wins to one.

Up next

OSASUNA (H)

MALAGA-OSASUNA 
MONDAY 9PM

Malaga’s reserve side, Atlético 
Malagueño, ultimately 
crashed to a 3-0 home defeat 
to UCAM Murcia on Sunday. 
This came after the hosts 
went down to ten when Ian 
Soler saw red with just 28 
minutes gone. The side none-
theless held strong until the 
88th minute until Murcia net-
ted three goals in less than 
five minutes to claim all three 
points.

FIGHTING SPIRIT 
IN DEFEAT FOR 
TEN-MAN 
MALAGUEÑO

:: SUR

Construction on the new 
sports complex close to 
the city’s airport has 
come to a complete 
standstill because of a 
lack of funding  

:: ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. The Malaga Academy 
project has been dealt yet another 
setback this week with the news 
that the new sports complex, in 
the Arraijanal district of Malaga 
city close to the airport, will not 
be ready in time for the summer 
as scheduled. 

The stumbling block has been fi-
nance tied up in land owned by the 
club in El Viso which is being sold 
to form part of the expansion of the 
University of Malaga. 

Though the 4.5-million-euro sale 
was agreed several years ago, red 
tape has held up the process and 
the club’s relegation from La Liga 

has meant that alternative funding 
could not be found, bringing con-
struction to a complete standstill. 
The construction firm Bilba has re-
moved all machinery from the site. 

Although it is now unlikely 

that the academy will be ready in 
time for the summer, the club ex-
pects to find out this week when 
the 4.5 million euros will be re-
leased so that it can plan the re-
sumption of works.

New academy will not be 
ready in time for the summer

:: PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. After rumours 
started to spread of an attack by 
Malaga sporting director José 
Luis Caminero on Cordoba CF 
president Jesús León in the ex-
ecutive box during Saturday’s 
derby, the host club decided to 
publish a statement to clear up 
what happened. 

“After the Malaga equaliser, 
José Luis Pérez Caminero re-
acted by banging the glass on 
the front of the box at El Arcán-
gel,” the statement read. “After 
being reprimanded for this, Mr 
Pérez Caminero decided to leave 
the box, shouting insults and 
expletives at the Cordoba direc-
tors, among whom was the 
president.” 

The statement concluded by 
condemning Caminero’s behav-
iour which it says “was contrary 
to that of the Malaga fans which, 
as always, was exemplary”.

Cordoba publish 
statement 
condemning 
Caminero’s match 
behaviour

The current state of the site. :: SALVADOR SALAS
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A LOOK AT LA LIGA

I
t’s going to be like one of 
those furniture sales you see 
around Christmas time: “Bil-
lions of pounds’ worth of 

stock must go!” 
Real Madrid need to ignite a fire 

sale; not one player can be assured 
of a locker at the Bernabéu next sea-
son. It’s said that every footballer 
has his price and this could well be 
proven this summer. It’s become 
increasingly obvious that the reign-
ing European champions must start 
again, almost from scratch.  There 
must be a mass clear-out and ma-
jor reinvestment. 

Gareth Bale, a Champions League 
final winning hero, is already work-
ing his notice;  Luka Modrić, the 
current Ballon d’Or holder, has 
reached his sell-by date; Isco needs 
a new challenge; even Sergio Ra-
mos’s shirt isn’t safe. 

The problem is that the stock of 
each player has dropped dramati-
cally over the past twelve months.  
Bale may interest his old club Tot-
tenham, but he could just be a part 
exchange for Dele Alli or Harry Kane 
– maybe both? 

Isco has suffered a miserable cou-

ple of years and needs an institu-
tion that can recognise his talents.  
If Chelsea can avert their transfer 
ban with an appeal, they could be 
tempted to swap the Spain inter-
national for Eden Hazard. 

Even Mohamed Salah may be on 
the shopping list for Real Madrid 
who will have to break the bank to 
bring in a Galático.  I’m not sure 
there’s a player at the capital club 
who would interest Liverpool, 
though.   

After the debacle of back-to-back 
defeats to Barcelona and Champi-
ons League elimination, there are 
very few players who would be guar-
anteed to make a retained list. 
Vinícius Júnior, Thibaut Courtois, 
Marco Asensio and possibly Raphaël 
Varane are the future of the club 
and there will be places for the la-
bourers like Dani Carvajal, 
Casemiro, Nacho and Lucas 
Vázquez. 

The most significant decision is 
who will be given responsibility for 
the biggest recruitment drive in 
many decades. 

There was never a reason given 
for Zinedine Zidane’s sudden de-

parture, but I suspect it had some-
thing to do with him having little 
say in the transfer policy.  His suc-
cessors Julen Lopetegui and Santi 
Solari have just been puppets for 
the president. The next man must 
be allowed to be the chief architect.  

I suspect that Mauricio Po-

chettino would have leapt at an of-
fer to return to La Liga some months 
ago but since then things have fes-
tered. It’s not unlike the situation 
at Manchester United where it has 
taken almost six years for the posi-
tivity to return to the club. 

There is talk of José Mourinho 

returning and he has his cheerlead-
ers in the Spanish media. (That’s a 
rarity - using cheer and Mourinho 
in the same sentence!) But it needs 
somebody special and he’s no longer 
‘The Special One’.  

Get ready for the exodus - it starts 
right here, right now!

Back-to-back Barça defeats and Champions 
League elimination must surely now signal 
the start of the rebuild for Real Madrid

The fire sale starts now

ROB PALMER

Real Madrid’s European reign came to an abrupt end on Tuesday. :: AFP

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

:: OPTA 

MURCIA. It is now eight games 
without defeat for Marbella after 
coming from a goal down to draw 
with Real Murcia at the Nueva Con-
domina on Sunday. 

The hosts took the lead in the 
23rd minute when Armando took 
advantage of a packed six-yard box 
to score directly from a corner. 

“The goal complicated our game 
plan,” admitted coach David Cu-
billo, but his side were able to get 
back on level terms just 11 minutes 
later through Juanma’s perfectly 
executed volley at the back post. 

Marbella’s impressive run of form 
means that they can start to look 
forward rather than back as they sit 
comfortably in mid-table.

Marbella peg back Murcia 
to maintain unbeaten run

The visitors had greater success in their aerial duels. :: OPTA

:: AMADOR GÓMEZ 

MADRID. From next season on, 
there will no longer be televised 
La Liga matches on Monday 
nights, the president of the Span-
ish Football Federation (FEF), Luis 
Rubiales, has announced. 

“Business is important, but the 
fans are more important,” he said, 
after supporters of Athletic, Alavés, 
Leganés, Rayo Vallecano, Levante 
and Girona joined protests against 
having to regularly play in this un-
popular slot. 

Due to not having any Euro-
pean commitments, these clubs 
have seen their attendances fall 
by being regularly selected to play 
on Mondays, while Champions 
and Europa League teams have 
been largely exempt. 

The Monday fixture is expected 
to move to Sunday at 2pm, while 
Friday night football is set to be 
reviewed.

Federation chief 
announces the 
end to Monday 
night Liga games 
from next season
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S
onia Vokes has been play-
ing badminton at regional 
and national level for 14 
years and has been a mem-

ber of the well-known Jorge Guillén 
badminton club in El Palo almost 
since she first came to Malaga in 
1989. 

Sonia says she believes she is one 
of the very few foreign badminton 
players who compete at national 
level in Spain, although  she does 
know of at least one other English 
couple who play for a club in 
Benalmádena.  She regularly com-
petes in the Liga Andaluza of the 
Federación Andaluza de Bádminton. 

Winning competitions 
Sonia has been a member of the  
Club Bádminton Jorge Guillén, 
which was established  in 1985. It 
is located in the El Palo neighbour-
hood of Malaga, where Sonia, her 
Spanish husband, Santiago and 
their daughter, Carmen, live.   

When Sonia, 54, says “I usually 
do quite well” in competitions, 
what she actually means is that 
she always gets a place on the po-
dium at regional and national tour-
naments and usually comes not 
less than first or second.  

She says she competes in the An-
dalusian competitions every year, 
but national events can be more dif-
ficult to attend due to work com-
mitments as they are always on 1 
May and often in other parts of Spain. 
“I enter the national competitions 
when the date and venue are good. 
If 1 May falls on a Friday, weekend 
or Monday then I can travel, but if 
it’s midweek and not local it’s im-
possible to do,” she admits.  

National tournaments have 
taken her to Santander and the Ca-
nary islands, among other places 
and she generally plays in singles, 
as well as ladies’ and mixed dou-
bles matches.  Sonia recognises that 
there is a “shortage of female play-
ers” in Andalucía and particularly 
in senior categories, that is, over 
the age of 30. 

She says that she has “always 
been into sport” from an early age 
and lived next to a sports centre 
while at Liverpool Polytechnic 
(now John Moores university) and 
since being in Malaga she has been 
able to continue with her passion. 

The badminton player, who is 

originally from Birmingham, first 
came to Malaga as part of her year 
abroad while she was studying 
French and Spanish in Liverpool. 
She met her now husband during 
that year and, after a year apart, 
when Sonia returned to the UK for 
the final year of her degree, she 
was lured back to the Costa del Sol 
and to her Spanish boyfriend.  

Since she came back, Sonia has 
worked as an English teacher, 
firstly at the school of tourism on 
Paseo de Sancha in Malaga and 
then at the Centro de Idiomas at 
Malaga University, which is where 
she is still. 

 The sports fan says that she con-
tinued to play badminton and 
other sports until the birth of her 

daughter in 1998, after which she 
says she had a seven-year break. It 
was in 2005 when she went back 
to playing the sport and started to 
“take it seriously,” entering com-
petitions at both regional and na-
tional level. Sonia, who speaks flu-
ent Spanish, says that she has “al-
ways felt very welcome” in the 
club and that the founders are good 

friends of her husband. 
Her daughter, who is studying 

physical education at Granada Uni-
versity, has clearly followed in her 
mum’s sporty footsteps, although 
Sonia explains that Carmen is more 
interested in basketball, dance and 
acting than badminton. 

Nowadays Sonia combines work 
with training three times a week 
and playing in matches most Sat-
urday mornings. “We play until 
we drop,” she laughs. The most re-
cent competition was at the end 
of January in La Rinconada in 
Seville, where she participated in 
the ladies’ and mixed doubles with 
her partner, Mateo Garrido, who 
belongs to the Club Bádminton Al-
haurín de la Torre. Sonia won the 
ladies’ competition and she and 
Mateo also came first in the mixed 
doubles.   

Trophy collection 
Sonia jokes that she has recently 
had to take her collection of tro-
phies to the family farmhouse as 
there “wasn’t enough space for 
them all in the flat in El Palo. They 
take up too much space and are a 
pain to dust,” she laughs. There are 
some competitions where the prize 
is a good quality badminton T-shirt, 
which Sonia admits is “much more 
useful than a trophy!” 

Sonia says she won’t be taking 
part in the national competition 
this year as it’s taking place in the 
Balearics and the bank holiday is a 
Wednesday, but she will continue 
to train and play regionally.  

“I have no plans to stop playing 
and am lucky that I’ve never had 
any injuries, but it is nice to have 
the choice to compete or not, es-
pecially in the nationals,” Sonia 
confesses.

The Brit who’s a 
national champion 

Sonia Vokes has been competing 
in  regional and national 
badminton tournaments  for 14 
years and says there is a shortage 
of female players

IN THE FRAME

Sonia Vokes with Mateo Garrido. :: S. VOKES

Sonia Vokes is one of 
very few foreigners 
who competes at 
regional level

JENNIE 
RHODES

z·   For further information 
about the Jorge Guillén Club de 
Bádminton: (in Spanish) 
http://cbjorgeguillen.blogspot.co
m 
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:: MIGUEL OLMEDA 

MADRID. A third-place finish over-
all capped off a successful European 
Indoor Championships for the 
Spanish contingent. With three 
golds, one silver and a bronze 
on Sunday, in addition to 
Óscar Husillos’ silver on Sat-
urday in the 400 metres, 
Spain finished only behind 
Poland and Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland in the 
final rankings in Glasgow.  

Sunday was particularly 
sweet as Ana Peleteiro, from 
Galicia, came out on top in 
the final of the triple jump in 
the morning. She set a new Span-
ish record with a distance of 14.73 
metres.  

The 23-year-old, who was junior 
world champion in 2012, has now, 
under the tutelage of  retired Cuban 
track and field athlete Iván Pedroso, 
come of age and sealed an elusive 

European Championship win after 
so many false starts in her fledgling 
career. 

Salamanca’s  Álvaro de Arriba 
followed, also with a gold, with 

a time of 1:46.83 in the 800-
metre final in which he was 
up against local favourite Ja-
mie Webb. However, De Ar-
riba went on the attack in 
the final lap and he couldn’t 
be matched. Webb, took sil-
ver (1:47.13), while Ireland’s 

Mark English had to settle 
for bronze (1:47.39). The other 

Spaniard in the final, Mariano 
García, came close to a podium 

finish but a personal best 1:47.58 
was only good enough for fourth.  

Minutes later came gold for Jorge 
Ureña. The heptathlete from Ali-
cante was proclaimed European 
champion with a total of 6,218 
points after coming out on top in 
the 1,000 metres. He also pipped a 

British athlete to the post, in this 
case Tim Duckworth who finished 
on 6,156 points. 

This was just the third medal won 
by a Spanish athlete in a combined 
indoor event after Antonio Peñal-
ver in Genoa 1992 (bronze) and 
Ureña himself in Belgrade two years 
ago (silver). 

A further two medals completed 
Sunday as far as the Spanish contin-
gent was concerned. Jesús Gómez 
bagged bronze in the 1,500 metres 

with a time of 3:44.39 and shortly 
afterwards Óscar Husillos, Manuel 
Guijarro, Lucas Búa and Bernat Erta 
claimed silver in the 4X400 with a 
time of 3:06.32 - a new national re-
cord. This was Husillos’ second medal 
of the championships having 
claimed silver in the 400 metres on 
Saturday with a Spanish-record time 
of 45.66, losing out to Karsten War-
holm (Norway), current world and 
European champion in the 400-me-
tre hurdles.

Six medals in a successful 
week for Spanish athletics

Peleteiro, De Arriba and Ureña were among those who came away with 
gold from the European Indoor Championships in Glasgow

Ana Peleteiro after winning gold in the triple jump. :: ROBERT PERRY. EFE
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Heptathlete Jorge Ureña 
celebrates with the Spanish 

flag. :: EFE

Valentín finally gets her 
hands on Olympic gold 

MADRID 
:: A. GÓMEZ. Spanish weightlifter 
Lydia Valentín last Thursday finally 
got her hands on her Olympic gold 
medal, almost seven years after the 
Games in London. After three of her 
rivals were disqualified for doping, 
Valentín has now been given the 
gold medal which she can add to the 
silver granted for Beijing 2008 and 
bronze picked up at Rio 2016. She 
will “shortly” receive the corre-
sponding prize money too.

IN BRIEF Malaga confirmed as 
host of two major 
tournaments next year 

MALAGA 
:: J. CALDERÓN. February 2020 will 
be a big month for sport in the city 
of Malaga with both the basketball 
Copa del Rey and the futsal Copa de 
España hosted at the city’s Palacio 
de Deportes. 

On Monday at the headquarters 
of the Malaga provincial govern-
ment, representatives of the city 
hall and the provincial and regional 
governments signed an agreement 
to pay the one-million-euro fee to 
Liga ACB for the rights to host the 

annual cup competition for Span-
ish basketball teams which takes 
place every February. All that re-
mains is the official announcement 
at the League Assembly. 

Also next February will be the 
the eight-team play-off between 
the best futsal teams in the coun-
try. A letter of intent between all of 
the involved parties was signed at 
the Education headquarters of the 
Junta de Andalucía, just hours after 
the aforementioned agreement. 

“This has been a very important 
day for the city,” said Malaga city 
councillor for Sport, Elisa Pérez de 
Siles. “We want to invite all citizens 
to participate in what will be a sports 
extravaganza.”

Third place in Singapore 
for Azahara Muñoz 

MALGA 
:: E. MIRANDA. Marbella golfer Aza-
hara Muñoz is experiencing her best 
start to a season to date. Muñoz fin-
ished in third place in the HSBC 
Women’s World Championship in 
Singapore with rounds of 71, 68, 69 
and 69 for a final card of 277. This 
earned her 92,440 dollars in prize 
money. This is the golfer’s third top-
ten finish of the season so far after 
four tournaments played. 

Muñoz returns to action on 21 
March in the Bank of Hope Founders 
Cup in Arizona.Lydia Valentín. :: EFE

The Alpine Club of Benalmádena hosted the 10th edition of the SkyRace 
last week, a competitive race to the summit of the Calamorro mountain. 
Approved by the Andalusian Mountaineering Federation, the race was won 
by Juan Bravo, who completed the route in 2:03.12. Mariola García won the 
women’s category with a time of 2:48.21. 

RACE TO THE 

SUMMIT OF 

CALAMORRO

:: SUR
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Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

and  5 pm to 7 pm 

  

 

Tels.: 

952 649 692  
952 649 669 
 
Fax: 

952 611 256 
 

Advertising administrator: 

Teresa Canales 

 

 

SUR offices: 

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2, 

2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 

Benavente, 1, 2ª planta. Mon-

day to Thursday: 9 am to 7 pm. 

Friday: 9 am to 2.30 pm. Tel. 

952 580 142 – 605 022 121  

Web: 

www.surinenglishads.com 

Mijas: Centro Comercial Carre-

four. Avda. Los Lirios s/n  Mon-

day, Tuesday, Thursday: 10-14h 

& 16-18h.  Wednesday & Friday: 

9.30-14.30h. Tel. 952 580 726 

– 670 643 488 

Coín:  Monday to Friday  10 am 

to 6 pm.  Mobile 600 513 343 

Estepona:  Puerto deportivo de 

Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-

trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-

659 344 816. Monday to Friday  

9 am to 3 pm. 

 

Representative offices: 
 

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588 

Web: 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

 

How much does  

an advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon 

 

 

NNOTICE TO READERS 

 

 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 

insertions will be given when the 

advertisement/material received 

is not suitable for print media. 

 
 
 
INTERNET/Email address: 
Please be advised that it 
may not be possible for 
your internet or email 
address to be printed on 
one line. If it will not fit, 
advertisers and readers 
alike should bear in mind 
that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address con- 
tinues on the line below
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Pueblo: 2 bed 
townhouse, sea views, pool, garage. 
230.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

Estepona 

BENAVISTA-EL PARAISO 167 kms. 
Ground floor studio apartament fur-
nished with bedroom, bathroom 
with shower unit. Kitchen, lounge. 
Lawned rear garden with orange and 
lemon tree. Near to shops and res-
taurants. Bowling greed and golf. 
90.000 euros. 952883715 

MANILVA: Los Hidalgos: Beautiful 
1 bed apartment 60m2. Big living 
room, American kitchen, sunny ter-
race, community pool. Owner. 
98,000 Euros. 657973575 

DIRECT from owner 2 Penthouse 
apartments 3 beds 2 baths 2 wc's 
overlooking sea, terraces, large com-
munal pool plus children's pool. Air 
conditioning, Solar Panels. Large 
garden & parking 450,000 euros & 
475,000 euros. Will sell separately. 
Call 670907672  

Fuengirola 

TORREBLANCA: Townhouse, 4 bed-
room, 1 bathroom +2 ensuite, 2 
small terraces, large pool, carport. 
7mins walk beach. 270,000 Euros. 
No Agents. Owner. 692207206 

LOS BOLICHES: 3 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment, large terrace. Bargain 180,000 
Euros!! 627011848 

TORREBLANCA: 2 bed villa, pool, 
separate studio, sea views, garden, 
garage. 335.000 Euros. 
626.864.683 

AMAZING 2 bed 2 bath Apartment 
for sale in Carvajal. Totally reformed 
in an open plan style to maximize 
both space and light. This one-off 
opportunity is close to all amenities 
and has fabulous sea views. View-
ing essential. 239,000 euros. This 
property is priced to sell quickly . 
No agents please. For more infor-
mation call 697419532 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

SEMI DETACHED house for sale well 
located in Coin 105 m2, 3 bedrooms, 
lounge, kitchen, bathroom, toilet 
and basement. Solar water panels 
652908932 

GAUCIN: Beautiful finca in natural 
surroundings at the Genal river. 
10.000m2. Two bedroom new build 
house. Everything included, even 
Jeep 4x4. Must be seen. 616969496 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

EL MADROÑAL Charming Villa on 
top of the hill with panoramic sea- 
and mountain views. Luxurious prop-
erty fully furnished (high quality) 
at an unbeatable price of Euro 
2.400.000. Needs to be seen to be 
appreciated. Serious offers will be 
considered. Call Sebastian Tel.: 609 
871 734 

CALAHONDA Urb. El Mirador, built 
131 m2, 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom 
apartment with fantastic sea views.  
New Air conditioning units, modern 
kitchen, glass curtains, elevator, re-
cently renovated, garage possible 
extra cost, Tel. 951355359, 225.000 
Euro 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo: 3 bed, 2 bath pent-
house, 3 large terraces, panoramic 
views, garage. 280.000 Euros. 
626.864.683 

Torremolinos 

TORREMOLINOS La Colina: 2 bed, 
1 bath apartment, 8th floor very 
nice views, 160,000 Euros. 
629555815 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626.864.683 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

MOTIVATED Looking for 10+ bed 
property for long term rent in La 
Cala de Mijas or close. Or TWO 6 bed 
properties next to each other for 
business. Only serious conversation. 
Rent to buy option. 637 372 595 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

MIRADOR del Carvajal, 2 bed apart-
ment, short let. 700 euros monthly. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

BENALMADENA/ Arroyo: Long 
term, apartment 2 beds, 2 bath, 
20mt sunny terrace, air conditioner, 
pool,storeroom, parking. All ameni-
ties. More information 654508601 

2 BEDROOM apartment, sunny ter-
race, pool, close to amenities. 600 
Euros. 678675071 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA Center: 1 bedroom 
apartment, ground floor, beautiful, 
furnished, only for very responsible 
people, retired, pensioner. Long 
term. 500 Euros per month. 
670789798/ 608337300 

FUENGIROLA Studio 40m2, cen-
trical, ground floor. 400 Euros month 
including electricity & water. Long 
term. Quiet area. 665221355 

FUENGIROLA Center: Beautiful 
penthouse, furnished, only for very 
responsible people, retired, pen-
sioner. Long term. 550 Euros per 
month. 670789798/ 608337300 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN, townhouse, 4 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, garage, patio, 550 
Euros/month.679111522   

NEW HOUSE share Coin. Stables 
to let. Parking for caravans, etc. 
603179185 

ALHAURIN Torre-Grande. Long term 
rentals. Selection of good apart-
ment, urban and rural properties. 
Esme. 678457784 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

NEAR San Pedro, fantastic 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, garage, sea 
views, 790 
Euros/month.679111522 

MARBELLA, BANÚS Luxury 1 & 3 
bedroom apartments by Marina. Pri-
vate garden. Pools, garage. Long or 
short term. bravoelezo-
vic@gmail.com / 34637439222 

ELVIRIA beach villa pool furnished 
at 3750 Eur. per month long let. 
Whatsapp 691320710 

Mijas 

CALAHONDA El Portón: 2 bedroom, 
2 bath apartment, big sunny terrace 
with views, fireplace, open parking, 
pool. Unfurnished. 680E long let. 
References needed. 670630425 

Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 

CALAHONDA El Zoco: Small office, 
cheap, 300 Euros pm. 609547483 

CALAHONDA El Zoco: self-con-
tained upper floor, office/ local, 
40m2, suit all uses, 600 Euros pm. 
609547483 

ACCOMMODATION 

House / Flat Share 

ROOM to let, convenient location, 
between Banus and San Pedro. Lots 
of facilities. 450 PCM including Bills. 
Phone+ 34 603198055 
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WANTED 1 Room to rent, long-term, 
Marbella. Serious man, E-mail: 
stunts.peter@gmail.com  

WANTED double room wit ensuite, 
to share facilities to the property. 
WIFI to be included. Area wanted 
Torremolinos to Fuengirola. Single 
male 58 years. Please email info: 
willmalham96@gmail.com/ 
Whatsapp 00447847362065 

Others 

LA CALA Campo: Touring Caravan 
to let. Small garden shed, for single 
person only. 150 Euros per month 
inclusive. 00447970559157 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS..ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers. info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

DREAM Swimming Pool. If you are 
looking for an original swimming 
pool then you just found the right 
enterprise to make your project 
a reality. We create authentic de-
signs according your needs. Also, 
we can turn your antic pool in to 
a new pool design. +34610502623 
www.dreamgarden.es 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees & palms. On the Costa since 
1998. 600260534/ 952117486 Kit 
Hogg C.G.Arb. www.spaintree.com  

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

THE GARDENER. The cheapest 
price. Tall, trees pruning. Palm tree 
pruning. Maintenance gardens and 
pools. Cleaning gardens. Specialist 
tall tree works. Please contact by 
Whatsapp. 637203528 

PROFESSIONAL & reliable team, 
good rates. Torremolinos to Mar-
bella. David 655841490 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization), swim-
ming pool designs, water features, 
irrigation. Specialising in beau-
tiful gardens. Also replan-
ning/maintenance. Special offer 
for communities. 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es 

SERVICES 

Builders 

JIM'S Home Improvements. Bath-
room/ kitchen reforms, repairs, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting, til-
ing, maintenance. Give us a call, no 
job too small. Mob. 692207799 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

WINDOW and door replacement. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 15 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

NORTEC: Home/Commercial build-
ing work and Refurbishments. Call 
now 602614359 Norrie 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

Plumbers 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional painters & decorators. All 
aspects of interior & exterior work. 
Also kitchen/ furniture spraying. 
Call/ WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

STAN clean reliable painter, deco-
rator, plus wallpaper. Long term 
established on Coast with good 
recommendations. No job too 
small!! Free quote. 663424258 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952450348 

PRIME Painting Professional high 
quality finish Derek 605402657 San 
Pedro 

NORTEC: Residencial and commer-
cial painting services. Call now 
602614359 Norrie 

DO you need a painter? Quick and 
efficient. Free estimate. Call Ivar at 
607693536 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del 
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141 
www.masterbuildspain.com... 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
670409759.  

CARPENTER Doors, Wardrobes, 
Kitchens, Flooring, Renovations, 
14yrs Marbella, 666269751 

CARPENTER: Kitchens, wardrobes, 
parquet, doors, huts, pergolas, as-
semblies, repairs. Torremolinos/ 
Marbella. Ricardo & Luís 637160129 

JEFFS Carpentry services, 40 years 
experience. Small removal service. 
602488026 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Boilers 

WATER heaters: Gas or electric. Over 
20 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com....... 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 37 years expe-
rience 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
634455064 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We 
(clean, crystallize, seal, polish). 
Also repair, grinding, laying, sell-
ing marble. Clean, seal terraces. 
25 years experience. Cover all 
Costa. Tel: 0034-671244683 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
any genuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952 667 559 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe &amp; Secu-
rity Engineers. 24 hour call-out. 
Free security surveys. English 
speaking. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091  

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 
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AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. Author-
ised installers under regulations: 
Real Decreto 115/207..... www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the 
Costa Del Sol 952663141/ 
670409759 

FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves: 
info@envirocarespain.com..... 
www.envirocarespain.com. All ar-
eas covered. Established on the Costa 
Del Sol for over 20 years. 
952663141/ 670409759 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

Property 
Management 

EXPRESS Cleaning & Property Man-
agement. Fast, professional, clean-
ing, management, holiday change 
overs, laundry & maintenance. 
661903526 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136  

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com  

PRONTO Build Multiservices build-
ing company. Free quotation. Ed-
ward 618622272 www.pron-
tobuild.es 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE! www.yarzalawyers.com 
0034.619.930.052 

Detectives 

PRIVATE investigator, debt collec-

tion, discreet and professional. 

697834934 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see 
if you can save money or better your 
terms by changing Spanish lenders. 
Do you have an old interest only 
mortgage from an international 
lender which needs to be refinanced? 
Contact Marc 952853647, melli-
ott@fluentfinanceabroad.com or 
visit www.fluentfinanceabroad.com 

FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to raise funds against your 
home in Spain for property reforms, 
debt consolidation, liquidity pur-
poses, Self Build finance or short 
term bridging facilities? We have al-
ternatives to high street Banks which 
offer bespoke solutions!! Call us or 
visit www.fluentfinanceabroad.com 
for more information. +34 
952853647 or email info@fluent-
financeabroad.com. Visit our San 
Pedro office 

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

BUSINESS for sale. A.E.G New, Fully 
licensed 20,000 euros ono. Call 
655518860 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 
MAN & VAN Big/ small removals, 
clearances. 100% reliable. Ikea col-
lection/ assembly. 20E hourly. 
622020856  

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/ hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-

cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 

returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 

from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 600. 

Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-

cluding vet checks/ travel with your 

pets. Various vehicles cater for your 

needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK MARCH 15TH. SPACE 
AVAILABLE BOTH WAYS. 
639928090. LOCAL REMOVALS 
TOO!! 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582 
move@freinternational.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

MAN/VAN Services. Removals. 
Transport. Deliveries, collections, 
and rubbish clearances from 20 
Euros. Extra help available. Steve 
602813062 

MAN WITH big van, removals, 20 
Euros/ hour. Also house clearance. 
Ikea runs. 609321958 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

HOUSEHOLD/ garden furniture. 
Entire contents purchased includ-
ing the vehicle. 660366033 

QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC REQUIRED. 
GOOD PRICES. QUICK COLLECTION. 
661402134 

HOUSE Clearance specialists. Full 
or part clearance. All furniture 
wanted. We pay more!! Call 
634324914 or Email houseclear-
anceman@hotmail.com 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673  

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

CALL me first or last, but phone 
me!! I pay more, guaranteed. Want 
motorhomes, caravans, cars, com-
mercial vehicles. Financed, no pa-
pers. Non-runners no problem. 
660366033 Chris. 20 years on the 
coast 
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SALE..ROBERTSON CARS. HYUN-
DAI Xi2o CROSSOVER, 2017, ONLY 
13,000KMS. DIESEL WHITE, HIGH 
SEATING POSITION, GREAT FOR 
YOUR OLD KNEES OR BACK, 
EVERY EXTRA. REAR PARKING 
SENSORS. WAS.. 11,995 EUROS 
NOW...11,500 EUROS. SEE PHO-
TOS AND MORE CARS: WWW.ROB-
ERTSONCARS-SPAIN.COM 
952832173/ TEXT 608658785 
SAMANTHA 

NISSAN Patrol GR 3.0 Di Turbo 2002. 
Right hand drive.SWB. 22.0000 Km 
new fuel injection pump just fitted 
for 2,000 Euros. Goodrich tyres,  
great off-road car. Spanish plates.  
Offers around 6000 euros. 
tel.952814797 

OPEL Vivaro 2016 model. 43.000 
kms. As new used privately. Must 
be seen Eur. 16.500 + IVA deduc-
table. 600501492 

WELL maintained 7-Seater Lancia 
Voyager 2.8 CRD Gold 36.000 km 
one owner registration 2013 EUR 
20.000 696 669-136 

FORD Fusion, 1400cc, year 2012, 
52300 km, petrol, manual, silver, 5 
door, private seller, ITV, taxed, A/C, 
service history, CD player, garaged, 
excellent condition inside and out, 
must be seen! 5500 euros. Tel. 
607754088  

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call/Fax: 
952796166/ 952805804/ 
615834322. transmatic2005@ya-
hoo.com www.transmatic.es  

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying & registering to save 
tax. More info www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

PUERTO Banus 8 M mooring for 
rental Tel 630614252 

MARLIN 6.7 Diesel RIB. 1 owner. 
New Bimini and upholstery. Excel-
lent condition. 16,000 Euros. 
626466423 

BERTH for sale Sotogrande. 15x 
5.5mts. Good position. Easy park-
ing. 70,000 Euros. 626466423 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain can help you hire 
and keep quality staff quickly and 
cost effectively. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com  

JOBFINDER Spain can help you find 
your ideal job. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

RECRUITMENT Manager: Andalu-
cia Technology Recruitment the I.T 
Recruitment market leaders is ex-
panding. I need an entrepreneurial 
sales driven 360 degree Spanish 
speaking recruiter to capitalise on 
this successful brand with partner-
ship options available. Contact Derek 
A. Langley on 0034616427174 or 
CVs to derek@and-rec.net. www.an-
daluciatechnologyrecruit-
ment.com. A Human Capital Recruit-
ment Group Company 

ENTHUSIASTIC TM required in 
Fuengirola. Part time hours 4 till 
8.30 M to T, Friday early finish. Proper 
contract with great commissions for 
the correct candidate. Call Lynne 
622.206.333 

MÁLAGA Biludlejningsfirma søger 
dansk-talende medarbejder. Kræver 
kørekort og spansk /engelsk. 
Kim@costabiler.dk 952475179  

ETSIMME Suomen. Espanjan ja Eng-
lanti hallitsevan reipaan henkilon 
lentokentta toimistollemme asiakas-
palveluun. Marko@autokatti.com 
952 475 179 

BAR/ KITCHEN staff required for 
busy Estepona Port bar. English re-
quired. Send CV to: killalaau-
drey@outlook.com 

ENGLISH speaking Sales Advisors 
required for young dynamic com-
pany. Basic plus generous comms.San 
Roque area. Please call 617549665 

PART time English Teacher required 
in Marbella. Immediate start. Must 
have TEFL and like teaching young 
children. Please send CV and cover-
ing letter tocv@thelanguagehouse.es 

WANTED Asian Housekeeper carer. 
Marbella 669067057 

WE ARE hiring Business Develop-
ment Representatives. Call: 952 028 
080 

IMMOABROAD One of the leading 
real estate companies on the Costa 
Blanca has now opened its first of-
fice on the Costa del Sol in 
Benalmádena and is looking for. Ex-
perienced goal driven sales execu-
tives. The candidates must be flu-
ent in English or Spanish and at least 
one of the following languages: Ger-
man, Danish or Dutch. He/She must 
also own a 4-door car in good con-
dition. Very high commission scheme 
for the right candidates. If you are 
looking to join a young dynamic com-
pany that offers you realprofessional 
growth potential. Send your CV and 
motivation letter to: wanda.buy-
taert@immoabroad.com  

MARBELLA Sober Home. San Pe-
dro. Help required. 7-11 pm. Mon- 
Thurs. Car essential. 637372595 
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PART- time Admin assistant required 
for leading Events company. Must 
have native British language but also 
be fluent in Spanish. Good knowl-
edge of Microsoft Outlook and Ex-
cel essential, plus excellent written 
communication skills. For the right 
candidate this position will lead to 
full time. Send CV to susie@sunshi-
neweddings.com 

DRIVER delivery man wanted for 
furniture store Mijas Costa. Must 
have experience and speak native 
English. Able to lift. Good condi-
tions. Please send CV + currant 
photo: italianleathersofas@hot-
mail.com 

SOCIETE telemarketing Fuengi-
rola, cherche teleoperateur 
Français. Toute info appelez 
625841379 Christophe 

BELGIAN owners require lady to 
cook and clean, whilst in our villa 
located in the Marbella Club Golf 
Resort in Benahavis (50% of the year) 
. Must own a car. Please contact 
0032476325874 

SALES position Fluent English (& 
French preferable). Work from home, 
Skype account required, Commis-
sion based. Email admin@rent-in-
france.co.uk 

OFFICE assistant: We are looking 
for a office assistant for our of-
fice in Benalmádena Pueblo. You 
will have min 3 years experience. 
You will need to speak Spanish 
and English fluently, have com-
puter experience. Send a up to 
date CV to r.hackshaw@live.com 

ANIMAL friendly handyman, gar-
dener. Near Torremolinos. Accom-
modation possible. 629285524. 

WE ARE hiring Videogame Testers 
(all languages). Tel. 952028080 
www.localsoftgames.com 

RESORT representative (Seasonal 
approx 4mths) Costa del Sol This is 
a fantastic opportunity to join the 
team as a full time Resort Represen-
tative (Villa Manager) for the 2019 
season. We are looking for an en-
thusiastic, conscientious, confident 
individual with proven customer 
service experience. You will be meet-
ing customers and sharing some of 
the great things the Costa del Sol 
has to offer so you should have ex-
cellent communication and prob-
lem solving skills and be able to think 
on your feet. A flexible approach to 
working hours and the ability to use 
your own initiative to prioritise your 
workload is key. Being an organised 
team player who can stay positive 
throughout a very busy season is 
crucial. You should be living in the 
area as accommodation is not in-
cluded in the package. You must be 
fluent in English, have a working 
knowledge of Spanish and a clean 
driving licence. Salary will be on a 
local contract as well as a company 
car, mobile phone and ipad. If you 
love the idea of joining the James 
Villa Holidays team we really look 
forward to hearing from you. Please 
forward your C V to Over-
seas@jamesvillas.co.uk 

ELLE Morgan Boutique in Laguna 
Village is seeking part time sales as-
sistants for the new season. Must 
have great interpersonal skills and 
a natural, friendly manner. Retail 
experience/customer service back-
ground an advantage. Please email 
your cv to info@ellemorgan.com 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

60s AMERICAN writer wants to 
share living accommodation with 
cultured, possibly lonely lady. I have 
pension and part time job and I have 
a dog (Pinky) 952932600 

VERY tactile older gentle man WLTM 
an independent receptive lady friend 
aged 55+ to spend quality time to-
gether learning all about each oth-
ers future aspirations, feelings and 
desires. amatorytony@yahoo.co.uk 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

NEW PROFESSIONAL Chiromas-
seuse. Marbella center. Exclusive 
offer. Therapies in general. Thera-
peutic, Sports, Holistic, Califor-
nian, Swedish massages. Tradi-
tional Hindu massage. 634775180  

BENALMADENA Costa by Bil-Bil 
Castle: Qualified masseuse offers a 
complete full body massage. Sen-
ior Citizens 50% discount. 7am-7pm. 
658336295 

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. Reduced rates: 
over 65. 622231133 

NEXT to San Pedro. Professional 
and relaxing massage. Polish lady. 
603105196 

PROFESSIONAL Massages. Mar-
bella, San Pedro, Estepona. Since 
2010. www.benavistaspacentre.com 
689419465 

ESTEPONA: Professional masseuse: 
Therapeutic body massages, ten-
sion and stress. 651357280 

THAI woman. Professional mas-
sages. Benalmádena Playagolf. Vis-
its. Appointments. Whatsapp. 
612210289 

FUENGIROLA: Antistress, classic, 
relaxing Thai full body massage. Re-
flexology. 600231544 

BENALMADENA: Professional 
massage, lumbar, back, clay, 
chocolate. From 30E. 608181791. 
beaprinc.wixsite.com/zen-
realmmassage 

CERTIFIED English Masseuse. En-
tire coast therapeutic /relaxing mas-
sages. Calahonda 643610561  

MASSAGES - Relaxing, decontract-
ing, leg circulation, lymphatic drain-
age, anti cellulite, Thai Reflexology, 
Kobido. Torre del Mar. 658669661. 
Lana 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard 447813944146 

Others 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Cia-

lis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 

mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-

livery all areas. For the best prod-

ucts & service. 617740250.24 hrs. 

VIAGRA (Kamagra 100mg) 10x10 

20 Euros. Cialis (Tadalafil 20mg) 

10x10 25 Euros. Jellies 100mg, box 

of 7, 25 Euros. Offers on large or-

ders. Call Sam 602441725 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-

lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 

viagra4you19@gmail.com. 

672883025 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC SKYTV iptv europeens hdtv re-
allignements installacions audio vid-
eos cameras internettv wifi electri-
cal fault tv all rooms no cables all 
cost coverage Jose Sotto since 1973 
. 952 443 838 670 443 838 jose-
sotto@ono.com  

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones/ accessories in your 
language. Sales and repairs. Agents 
MASMOVIL/ TIEKOM. Established 
1999. info@daytona.es or call 
952667395. Los Boliches 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Computers & Lap-
tops upgraded and repaired. Laptop 
sales, New and Refurbished. Also 
one-to-one training. Experienced, 
reliable service, Paul, 
630652338/952493859 

PC DOCTOR New service: Fixing 
your computer remotely or at home, 
fixed price maintenance. For details 
952591071 All makes/ models cov-
ered 

COMPUTER, Internet, Network or 
UK TV Issues? Virus removal and 
Data recovery Specialist. Hard-
ware Sales and Maintenance con-
tracts. 15 years helping people. 
info@soltecspain.com Call Neil: 
662379899 www.soltecspain.com 

CLASSES 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. One-to-one, groups. 
Fuengirola. 661159330 
teacher.cristina@outlook.com 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method: Simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents 617879834 

TENNIS group academy  . TGA. 
Mirela Buciu, professional tennis 
coach . Come and play! First lesson 
is free . Tel: 655 924 129 mirelabu-
ciu@hotmail.com 

PRIVATE Latin dancing lessons (Cu-
ban salsa, Merengue, Bachata, Cha 
cha cha, etc 25¿/1 hour.  Also Cho-
reography for weddings, parties. By 
professional Cuban Dancer. (Mercy). 
Riviera/Home Classes: 
665158627/951136564 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

DOG CARE exchange for fellow trav-
elers. We take care of yours and later 
you take a turn with our 3yo Diva 
who loves canine company. We have 
a yard. 640 661 129 

Pet Transport 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 



62626262626262 March 8th to 14th 2019 
SUR IN ENGLISH

62 TIME OUT62626262626262

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Helen 2. Heather 
3. Hilda  
4. Hilary

What was Baroness 
Thatcher’s middle name?

1. It’s Not Unusual 2. Chills 
and Fever 3. Deliah 4. Kiss

Name Tom Jones’ first 
single?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11347

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

 Frustratingly slow progress cannot be 

avoided. Tackle one thing at a time and 

keep everything as simple as possible.  

You understand yourself far more than 

others do most of the time.    

 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

 Try not to be in awe of someone who 

can help your plans. Just ask. It is 

surprising how easy something can be 

once we have faced it and gone through 

that confidence barrier.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

 Try not to be impatient, especially in 

matters of romance. This could be the 

moment when showing interest in 

something else brings a better 

response.   

 

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Look for that chance to shine this 

weekend. Until then you may be irked 

by the way that others misunderstand 

you. Try not to strike out.  

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Take one step at a time. Some days 

there is so much going on around you 

that your world feels wobbly. When 

you can’t move forward, take a good 

look around. You are not alone.   

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Someone you helped out recently now 

has a chance to return the favour. It 

may not be easy to work together at 

first but soon common ground will be 

found.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Let your enthusiasm show and others 

will follow. This is a better way for you 

to get the cooperation that you need 

than just asking.    

 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Pay close attention to finer details in a 

deal. To not do so could leave you 

seriously out of pocket. Being sure of 

your ambitions and dreams certainly 

helps any decisions.       

 

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Listen carefully to what is going on 

around you as important information 

slips out. Your indecision gives others a 

chance to make you a better offer.     

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

There is a ripple of happiness running 

through this week. Making contact with 

people you have not seen for some time 

brings your sparkling smile into action.  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

A ragged feeling could put you off 

balance. This is mainly due to changes 

that are going on around you. With your 

time so much in demand it is important 

to look after yourself.      

 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Finances may be foremost in your mind. 

Thinking about how you can get to 

where you want to be work-wise brings 

up many possibilities. 

9 3 1 4

6 3

7 1 2

9 2 5

3 7 4

6 2 3

8 1 6 9 5

3

4

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer : Hilda. 

Of interest: She was the longest-

serving British prime minister of the 

20th century and the first woman 

to hold that office. A Soviet 

journalist dubbed her “The Iron 

Lady”.  

Answer : Chills and Fever.  

 Of interest: Decca Records signed 

Jones, but his first single, Chills and 

Fever, didn’t catch on. However, his 

second single, the groovy, carefree 

It’s Not Unusual, peaked at No. 1 on 

the British charts in 1965 and was 

an American top 10 hit.

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is A. 
Diamond, Emerald, Sapphire, 
all gemstones.

Last week:  
Los Boliches, Fuengirola 

The Roman monument is located on 

the seafront in Los Boliches opposite 

Plaza San Rafael. The monument pays 

tribute to the town’s Roman past and 

is not far away from the Finca El 

Secretario archaeological site.

Fishing history 

Language Crossword

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Mein Schiff Herz        09/03              Gibraltar            Valencia               07.00            23.00 

Corinthian                12-13/03          Cartagena           Tangier                08.00            23.00 

Clio                            13-14/03          Cartagena           Tangier                08.00            23.00 

Norwegian Spirit       15/03               Funchal             Alicante               07.00            17.00 

Costa Deliziosa          19/03                      -                          -                      08.00            14.00
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Simon Barry, the creator of 
the Netflix series, talks to 
us about this fantasy 
thriller about a “feminist 
superheroine”, which is 
being filmed in Malaga 
despite the tax incentives 
of other options such as 
Ireland or Hungary  

MALAGA. They were looking for 
settings with Baroque religious ar-
chitecture, so filming at home in 
the USA or Canada was ruled out 
and they decided to look for some-
where in historical Europe. There 
were basically two choices, Ireland 
or Hungary, both of which have 
old churches for the new Netflix 
series ‘Warrior Nun’ as well as im-
portant tax advantages. However, 
a colleague who had worked on 
Game of Thrones recommended 
the Malaga production company 
Fresco Film, which had handled 
the filming of the four seasons of 
the HBO series in Spain.  

Even though the only thing he 
knew about this country was from 
a brief tourist trip to Barcelona, Si-
mon Barry, the creator of the se-
ries, took notice of his friend’s ad-
vice and contacted the company, 
which is run by Peter Welter Soler. 
In response he received a dossier 
with possible locations in Malaga 
province. He liked what he saw, 
and the ‘showrunner’ came to the 
Costa del Sol last summer to check 
it out. “And that’s why we’re here, 

because of Game of Thrones,” says 
Barry, who is also the scriptwriter 
and executive producer of the gang-
ster series ‘Bad Blood’. 

“When I saw the locations and 
how versatile they were, I realised 
that the story could be set in 
Malaga, and also the province is 
perfect because everything I need 
for filming is close at hand,” says 
the creator of Warrior Nun, a se-
ries based on the American comic 
created by Ben Dunn.  

Apart from Malaga city, Mar-
bella, Ronda and Antequera will be 
the other settings for this story 

about a feminist superheroine 
which Netflix hopes will delight 
viewers who love fantasy and sci-
ence fiction.  

Convinced that Fresco Film and 
Malaga are the perfect partners for 
filming, Simon Barry admits that 
he had to work on persuading the 
American streaming multinational 
that the Costa del Sol was the right 
place to set the series in Europe. 

 “It took me a while to convince 
Netflix because in comparison with 
Spain, Ireland and Hungary have 
more tax incentives for films and 
series,” he says. “In the end we ad-

justed the budget in order to be 
able to film here, but for major pro-
ductions this country is at a disad-
vantage compared with elsewhere 
on the continent”.  

The American platform had fewer 
doubts when Barry proposed this 
project to them. After the cancella-
tion of the Marvel series - Disney is 
taking them to its own platform, 
which it plans to launch this year - 
Netflix is developing its own uni-
verse of superheroes and this war-
rior nun was soon given the go-ahead.  

“The company saw the audacity 
of the project, of the title and this 

supernatural story about a girl who 
is given a second chance,” says Barry, 
who also created the series  ‘Ghost 
Wars’ and ‘Van Helsing’. He says War-
rior Nun has a “feminine and femi-
nist” character.  Although he will be 
directing some of the ten episodes 
himself, he says that many of the 
other directors will be women, as will 
many of the characters in the series. 

Hoping for a second season 
Simon Barry doesn’t want to reveal 
the names of the leading actresses 
yet, although he says the main char-
acter is called Ava, a young woman 
who wakes up in a morgue after com-
ing back to life thanks to a religious 
reliquary which she carries attached 
to her body and which gives her pow-
ers. However, the artifact was not 
meant for her; it was for a nun from 
an order which fights against the 
devil, so they try to persuade her to 
join the community and fulfil their 
mission of combating evil.  

“There is a part where this super-
heroine confronts the most impor-
tant masculine power in the world, 
which is the Catholic church,” says 
Barry, who will be coordinating a team 
of 150 people, eight scriptwriters and 
five directors, as well as around 3,000 
extras. “My job is to make everything 
flow in the same direction,” he says 
about the production.  

The amount of investment in 
the project has not been revealed. 
“It isn’t Game of Thrones, but it 
does have a Netflix-type budget,” 
he says. As there will be ten epi-
sodes in the first season, the total 
must be in millions. As well as the 
support of Fresco Film, the War-
rior Nun team have also discovered 
the facilities of the Polo Digital hub 
in Malaga, which has become its 
local base. The series is occupying 
a wing on the first floor and doz-
ens of employees are working there 
on the pre-production, so that eve-
rything is ready when the time 
comes to start filming next week.   

“These facilities are fantastic, and 
the same standard you would ex-
pect to find in Los Angeles or To-
ronto, says Simon Barry, who says 
they will be staying for one season. 
“Although our intention is to re-
turn, but of course that depends on 
the audience,” he explains. 

“The Netflix series Warrior Nun is in 
Malaga because of Game of Thrones”

Simon Barry (left), with Peter Welter and Ana Cabello of Fresco Film, at 
Malaga city’s digital hub. :: PEDRO QUERO

FRANCISCO 
GRIÑÁN

 En twitter: @pacogrinan 

A series about a superheroine 

“Netflix saw the audacity of 
this supernatural story 
about a girl who is given a 
second chance”  

The production company 

“A friend who worked on 
Game of Thrones 
recommended that we 
shoot the series in Malaga 
with Fresco Film» 

Filming in Malaga 

“It took me a while to 
convince Netflix; Hungary 
and Ireland have more tax 
incentives than Spain”  

Based at the Digital Hub 

“These facilities are of the 
same standard as those in  
Los Angeles or Toronto”

QUOTES FROM SIMON 
BARRY


