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Plastic is already posing a real threat   
to the Costa del Sol, research reveals

Plastic waste is already taking its toll 
on the Malaga coastline. A report car-
ried out by the Spanish ministry for 
the Environment has revealed that 
the Costa del Sol’s beaches contain 
30 microplastic particles in every kilo-

gramme of sand, which is the equiva-
lent of 500 tiny particles per square 
metre. Sediment on the seabed has 
been found to contain an average of 
130 particles per kilogramme. On top 
of this barely visible pollution, are 

the macroplastics, the tens of thou-
sands of pieces of plastic measuring 
up to five millimetres in diameter 
that accumulate on the shores. The 
tourism industry has been blamed 
for much of the pollution.  P10 

The Marbella Rocío brotherhood, about to leave on Tuesday. :: JOSELE

Pollution takes the form of textile 
fibres and plastics on the shore as well 
as microplastic particles on the seabed

The far-right party Vox has asked one 
of its two councillors in Torremoli-
nos to give up her seat this week af-
ter she took part in the town’s Pride 
celebrations. She has left the party 
and her vote could now affect the bat-
tle to control the council.     P2

Lucía Cuín, who will now be 
an independent councillor, 
helped unfurl the rainbow 
flag in Torremolinos 

Vox councillor 
forced to quit 
party for going to 
LGBT Pride rally

Creative talent at its 
finest. Local students have 
been showcasing their skills 
for the EOI Short Story and 
Education & Learning  
competitions  P22&30-31

The Belgian acting mayor 
of Alcaucín has said he 
is reconsidering his future in 
politics after a “xenophobic” 
Whatsapp message  P3

No signs of violence 
present in autopsies of 
Finns found in Mijas 
apartment in an advanced 
state of decomposition  P7

Fireworks signal the start 
of Marbella fair. The town 
will be full of music and 
colour until Tuesday in 
honour of San Bernabé  P40

153 million euros 
proposed for Malaga 
province in new regional 
budget with the Malaga 
Metro and PTA access the 
biggest priorities  P8

Among the best for 
cosmetic procedures. 
Malaga is becoming a 
benchmark for this type of 
medicine  P44&45

The regional proposal 
will be studied and 
local regulations would 
need to be adapted  P4

Majority of Costa 
councils in favour 
of smoke-free 
beaches

A COLOURFUL DEPARTURE
Pilgrims heading for  
the annual Rocío 
festival in Huelva 
set off from the Costa   P14
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The far-right group has 
called for a newly elected 
Torremolinos councillor 
to give up her seat after 
she helped unfurl the 
rainbow flag 

:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

TORREMOLINOS. Last week’s 
Pride festivities in Torremolinos, 
which brought a record-breaking 
60,000 visitors to the town, have 
also led to a local crisis among the 
newcomer far-right party Vox. 

The second of the group’s two 
councillors who won seats in the re-
cent municipal elections has left 
the party after being reprimanded 
for attending the Pride events. 

Lucía Cuín joined other munici-
pal representatives on the town hall 
balcony last week to unfurl the 

LGBT+ rainbow flag as part of the 
festival. She did so, she said to show 
her support for the “culture, tradi-
tions and an important collective”. 

Her presence however angered the 
more reactionary factions in Vox, 
which called for Cuín to give up her 
council seat.  

The new councillor has refused, 
arguing that she has “done nothing 
wrong”, and instead has resigned 
from the party. Vox has since wiped 

all mention of Cuín from its social 
media. 

Cuín’s switch from Vox to being 
an independent councillor could 
complicate the path of the PP’s Mar-
garita del Cid towards becoming 
mayor of Torremolinos.  

Del Cid, with nine seats, can now 
only count for certain on one Vox 
vote to help her reach a majority on 
15 June.  

Meanwhile the acting mayor, the 
Socialist José Ortiz, who finished 
just 600 votes and one seat behind 
Del Cid, could retain his place in the 
mayor’s office if Cuín, as well as cen-
tre-right Ciudadanos and left-wing 
Adelante Torremolinos, decided to 
support him.  

Cuín has connections with the 
PSOE as her partner is the local So-
cialist group’s municipal secretary, 
even though the political ideology 
of the PP is closer to that of her for-
mer party, Vox. 

What started as the institutional 
opening of the town’s annual event 
to call for visibility and recognition 
of the LGBT community could have 
influenced the course of local poli-
tics over the next four years. 

The town still has a lot of pieces 
to fit into the puzzle though before 
the investiture session on 15 June.

More than 60,000 people attended 
the LGBT parade on Saturday

Record-breaking Pride event leads 
to Vox split at Costa town hall

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

TORREMOLINOS. The Torremo-
linos Pride parade proved it can 
claim to be the biggest event of its 
kind in Spain after Madrid on Sat-
urday.  

A record 60,000 people, a third 
more than last year, turned out for 
the event, the highlight of the 

week-long festival which is now 
in its fifth year.  

Despite being an event celebrat-
ing the LGBT+ collective,  the en-
tire local community as well as 
thousands of visitors took part in 
the celebrations.  

Families took to the streets with  
small children enjoying the mu-
sic and water pistols, and even the 
elderly applauded the display from 
their doorways.  

The parade boasted a larger num-
ber of floats than in previous years, 
stretching for 400 metres.  

Firefighters, once again, made 

an appearance and were a particu-
lar highlight for spectators, hos-
ing crowds with litres of water 
while music played in the back-
ground.   

This year’s festival was opened 
by Víctor Gutiérrez, one of Spain’s 
best waterpolo players and  now 
an important figure in the LGBT+ 
community.  

“Torremolinos has yet again put 
itself on the international LGBT+ 
map, bringing people from all over 
the world who are amazed at the 
town, its attractions and its peo-
ple,” he said.

The Torremolinos Pride 
celebrations  exceeded 
all expectations in 
Torremolinos

Lucía Cuín, fourth from the left, at the unfurling of the LGBT+ flag on the town hall balcony. :: SUR

Participants on one of the Pride floats. :: SUR



June 7th  to 13th 2019 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

3 NEWS

:: I. GELIBTER 

MIJAS. A court investigation into 
possible irregularities in the grant-
ing of sports subsidies threatens 
to complicate local PP leader Ángel 
Nozal’s already difficult bid to be 
invested as mayor of Mijas next 
week. 

The former mayor, who won 
the recent election but needs sup-
port from other groups, was 
called in to a Fuengirola court for 
questioning on Thursday, along 
with the PP spokesperson Mario 
Bravo, who is also under inves-
tigation. 

This is the eighth court inquiry 
open against Nozal, whose party 
won nine seats, but would need 
the help of Ciudadanos, led by 
acting mayor Juan Carlos Mal-
donado, to be invested. While on 
a national level Cs has said that 
the PP is its “preferred partner”, 
Maldonado, who has previously 
called for Nozal’s resignation due 
to alleged corrupt practice inquir-
ies, is unlikely to instruct his 
councillors to vote for him.  

The option of Nozal resigning 
from politics to leave the way 
clear for a council run by a PP 
mayor supported by Ciudadanos 
gains strength.

New court 
investigation 
complicates 
Nozal’s bid to be 
mayor of Mijas  

A Whatsapp message 
suggesting that residents 
of the Axarquía village 
don’t want a foreigner as 
mayor has caused a 
serious rift between two 
parties 

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

ALCAUCÍN. Acting mayor of Al-
caucín, the Belgian Mario Blancke,   
said on Wednesday that he was con-
sidering whether to stay in politics 
due to a “xenophobic”  Whatsapp 
message shared among villagers. 

The handwritten message, which 
was photographed and shared via 
Whatsapp, read “foreigner [go back] 
to your country”, which Blancke says 
he has taken as a “personal attack”. 

The message, written in Spanish, 
also said, “We want a mayor from Al-
caucín and a government team who 
are also from here. We don’t want pen 

pushers in Alcaucín.” 
Blancke  reacted  saying, “I’m con-

vinced that the message represents 
a minority, but its mere diffusion is 
making me wonder whether it’s 
worth working at the town hall for 
the village. I’m asking myself whether 

I should continue working in local 
politics.”  

Blancke, who has been mayor of 
Alcaucín for the last four years, has 
promised to make a decision by 15 
June which is when councillors need 
to have reached agreements to be able 

to vote in a new mayor. 
The 62-year-old Belgian, who has 

lived in Spain for 30 years, 17 of them 
in Alcaucín, accused other parties via 
Facebook of encouraging xenopho-
bia in the village. Domingo Lozano, 
the leader of Alcaucín’s PP party, 
whose electoral campaign slogan in-
cluded the words “We are from Al-
caucín,” called for a public apology. 

Lozano vehemently denied any 
link between the campaign and the 
message being circulated. On Thurs-
day morning Blancke published a mes-
sage on Facebook stressing that he 
“had never mentioned that the mes-
sage was posted by the PP-Alcaucín 
nor any other political party”.  He 
added, “I apologise if somebody from 
the PP-Alcaucín felt offended.” 

Blancke’s Ciudadanos (Cs) party, 
which had four councillors elected, 
would need to form a pact with the 
PP (two seats) in order to govern in 
Alcaucín. The local Socialist PSOE 
group also won four seats. 

Acting Alcaucín mayor considers future 
following “xenophobic” message

Acting mayor of Alcaucín, Belgian-born Mario Blancke. :: SUR

Ángel Nozal. :: SUR

:: E. CABEZAS 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA Following a very 
close election result in Vélez-Málaga, 
with no party winning an absolute 
majority, the leader of the Partido 
Popular (PP), Francisco Delgado 
Bonilla, has offered the opposition 
PSOE the opportunity to split the  
four-year term between them.   

Delgado Bonilla’s suggestion would 
mean that the PSOE, which won 
seven seats on the council, continues 
to lead the town hall for the next two 
years, with the PP taking over the 
reins from June 2021 until the next 
elections in 2023.  

In the last term of office the PSOE, 

along with the independent Torre del 
Mar group, GIPMTM, and an inde-
pendent councillor, formed a coali-
tion government. 

Speaking to SUR earlier this week, 
Delgado Bonilla, whose party won 
nine seats this time, said, “It is the 
moment to leave personal disputes 
aside.” The PSOE won seven seats, as 
did  GIPMTM, five more than the two 
it gained in the 2015 elections.  

The PP leader said he was waiting 
for a response to his proposal from 
the PSOE and has asked for a meet-
ing with  GIPMTM about a possible 
coalition. He said, “All options are 
open. I am ruling nothing out.” 

Possible power share in Vélez-
Málaga and “nothing ruled out”

Tolox’s toss for power put off as 
PSOE disputes damaged paper

:: A. M. ROMERO 

MALAGA. A draw, or the tossing 
of a coin, to determine who will be 
mayor of the village of Tolox for the 
next four years has been postponed 
until a dispute over the validity of 
a ballot paper has been resolved. 

Both the PSOE and PP parties 
gained 603 votes each in the mu-
nicipal election on 26 May after a 
paper in favour of the Socialist party 
was declared null and void due to 
cuts on either side. 

Unhappy with the decision by 
the Malaga Electoral Commission, 
the Socialists have taken the case 
to the Central Electoral Commis-

sion, claiming the cuts do not affect 
the names of the candidates or the 
logo of the political party. 

If the central commission up-
holds the decision, the local govern-
ment will be run by the winner of 
a draw, or the tossing of a coin.

The damaged paper. :: SUR
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They will study the 
proposal from the Junta 
de Andalucía and will 
have to modify local 
regulations if they are to 
apply the measure     

:: ÁNGEL ESCALERA 

MALAGA. Most municipalities on 
the Malaga coast agree with the re-
gional health authorities’ proposal 
that there should be smoke-free 
beaches. However, they think the 
matter needs further study, especially  
regarding how the ban could be en-
forced. They would also have to 
change municipal regulations in or-
der to put the measure into effect.  

The plan aims to stop people smok-
ing and throwing cigarette ends on 
the beach. One cigarette end contami-
nates eight litres of water, and the fil-
ter of the cigarette, which contains  
tar, lead and nicotine, takes up to ten 
years to decompose.  

The acting Councillor for Beaches 
at Malaga city hall, Teresa Porras, says  
the PP’s programme in Malaga al-
ready  includes smoke-free zones be-
side the sea, so they would be pre-
pared to test it on one of the city’s 
beaches. “We are in favour of smoke-

free beaches, but we would want to 
try it out first because there is no 
sense in implementing things and 
then finding they don’t work,” she 
says. She also says the council will 
have to determine how the no-smok-
ing ban will be monitored to ensure 
that people comply.  

Her counterpart at Marbella town 
hall, Manuel Cardeña, thinks it is “a 
good idea” for people not to smoke 
on the beach because it is better for  
health and nobody will be throwing 
away cigarette ends, which are diffi-
cult to remove and take so long to de-
compose. “We need to make people 

aware of this,” he says.  

The cost of cleaning 
José María Gómez, the acting coun-
cillor for Beaches in Rincón de la Vic-
toria, agrees. “Beaches are public 
spaces, so we believe people shouldn’t 
smoke on them. Also, they bury the 

cigarette ends in the sand and it costs 
money to remove them,” he says.  

 In Benalmádena, Encarnación 
Cortés, who is responsible for the 
beaches there, says she thinks it would 
be “great” to have smoke-free areas 
beside the sea. She also says it costs 
the council money to clean up the 
cigarette ends, and is concerned about 
the environmental damage caused 
by the filters. “Any measures which 
aim to stop people smoking in pub-
lic are a sign of progress,” she says.  

Sources at Fuengirola town hall 
say they think smoke-free beaches 
are a good idea and they will be study-
ing the regional government’s pro-
posal to see if it is viable. They will 
have to see whether the measure 
could be applied on local beaches, and 
how to ensure that people don’t 
smoke there.  

In Torremolinos, the councillor re-
sponsible for beaches, Maribel Tocón, 
says no official communication has 
been received by the town hall yet, 
so she would need to see it before 
commenting.  

In Mijas, Juan Carlos Martín says 
he has nothing against the idea of 
smoke-free beaches if the measure 
can be applied after modifying lo-
cal regulations and if there is legal 
support for banning smoking on 
the beach.  

The president of the Association 
of Costa del Sol Beach Businesses,  
Manuel Villafaina, believes it would 
be difficult to stop people smoking 
in the open air, but is in favour of 
the idea. “We would be delighted 
if they stopped throwing cigarette 
ends on the sand,” he says.

Costa councils say they approve of 
banning smoking on some beaches

The health authority wants to clean up the beaches. :: ÑITO SALAS

Seven regions of 
Spain already have 
smoke-free beaches  

Smoking is already banned on 
some beaches in Galicia, Asturias, 
Catalonia, Murcia, the Balearic Is-
lands and the Canaries, and in An-
dalucía too, although only on the 
Granada beach in Motril where 
anyone who throws a cigarette 
end on the sand can face a fine of 
up to 3,000 euros.  

In the Canaries, smoking is 
banned on several beaches in 
Gran Canaria, where fines of up 
to 400 euros are imposed for 
smoking and 1,200 euros for 
leaving cigarette ends on the 
beach at Mogán and 300 euros 
for smoking at Las Canteras in 
La Palma.
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After 90 minutes talking 
to him in English with the 
help of a neighbour, the 
man returned inside and 
had to be sedated so 
medics could check him  

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE. Four 
Local Police officers in Alhaurín el 
Grande took part in a call out late 
last month that went from being 
routine to a complete test of their 
psychological and negotiation skills.  

A British national was threaten-
ing to jump from the balcony of a 
second-floor apartment and the 
coaxing of the police for an hour and 
a half led to a happy ending to the 
drama; the man was taken, safe and 
sound, to hospital.  

The incident began when resi-
dents noticed their neighbour’s un-
usual behaviour on the balcony and 

called police. A two-officer patrol 
arrived and tried to calm the man 
down, but with everything they 
tried the tension grew worse with 
the man, shouting in English, threat-

ening to attack them or to jump. 
Having asked for reinforcements, 
two more officers arrived. 

One of the officers spoke English 
relatively well and was gradually 

able to relax the man and gain his 
trust. Seeing the man was wearing 
a T-shirt of a rock band, the officer 
started to talk about their musical 
tastes.  

Reaching out with his hand, the 
officer eventually managed to make 
contact, taking hold of his left arm. 
In the meantime, different people 
had started to arrive. 

Several neighbours gathered 
down below also helping, including 
the owner of the apartment that the 
man was renting. The man slowly 
recovered his composure, sitting 
down first on a seat on the terrace 
then back inside the apartment. 

However he became unsettled 
again when medics tried to exam-
ine him and the officers were 
forced to restrain him so he could 
be sedated.

Police officers talk down Briton threatening to 
jump from balcony of an apartment building

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. National Police 
have arrested 14 people as part 
of an ongoing anti-drugs opera-
tion that saw almost six tonnes 
of hashish seized, much of it hid-
den in the hills behind Estepona. 

As part of the latest success in 
the fightback against drug smug-
gling from North Africa, officers 
seized seven vehicles that had 
been stolen and modified to 
move hashish once it was 
brought ashore from Morocco in 
powerboats. 

Initial success came when of-
ficers seized 600 kilos and an ar-
rest led them to finding 3.6 ton-
nes in a secret hiding place on 
the hillside near the toll road.  

The gang was not put off and 
another one and a half tonnes 
was seized while being brought 
ashore. 

Tonnes of hasish 
found stashed in 
hills behind 
Estepona as 
arrests are made 

Picutre of the property where the man was found. :: SUR

After various calls to 
police a nearby resident 
opened the car to find 
the animal dehydrated 
and in its own urine    

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ  

MARBELLA. Local Police in Mar-
bella have reported a 47-year-old 
Swedish national of Ukrainian ori-
gin for an infringement against ani-
mal protection after she left her dog 
in a car unattended for nine hours. 

The dog, a rough collie, was left 
inside a Volvo close to El Capricho 
shopping centre and was first spot-
ted on Saturday at around 9am by a 
local resident. She checked that the 
car’s windows were left open, that 
the car was in the shade and that 
the dog had water available. 

When she passed the area again 
at around midday, the dog was still 
there and it was at this point that 

she decided to call the police who, 
in turn, informed Sanidad Veteri-
naria (the authorities responsible 
for animal health). 

On arrival, they tried to read the 
animal’s chip without success. But 

having seen that the dog was calm 
and that the windows were partially 
open, they decided to wait for the 
owner’s return. 

The woman who first raised the 
alarm left the scene content that 
the situation was being taken care 
of. However, when she returned at 
around 6pm, she found the dog was 
still in the car, this time in full sun 
and its water had run out. 

Because of this she decided to 
take action and opened the car, 
which wasn’t locked, and told the 
police again who this time took the 
dog to the Triple A animal shelter. 

She told them that the dog was 
dehydrated, trembling and covered 
in its own urine after more than 
nine hours in its cage. 

The Local Police were then able 
to identify the owner who said that 
she had forgotten that she’d left the 
dog in the car. The woman who 
alerted the police has also reported 
the owner.

Owner reported after leaving 
dog in a car for nine hours

112 REPORTS

Boa constrictor offered 
for photos on beach is 
confiscated 

MALAGA 
: :  E. P. The animal protection 
branch of the Local Police in 
Malaga have confiscated a 1.5-me-
tre-long boa constrictor snake 
which was seen on La Malagueta 
beach being offered for photo op-
portunities in exchange for money. 

It was confiscated after its han-
dler, a 35-year-old Slovakian, was 

unable to produce documents prov-
ing ownership and his transporta-
tion method, a leather bag, was 
deemed insufficient for a “danger-
ous wild animal”.

Four years ‘not enough’ 
for drink driver killer 

BENALMÁDENA 
:: F. TORRES. The family of Alona 
Pavlovska, killed by a drink driver 
who drove into a children’s park 
in Benalmádena have reacted to 
the news that the driver has re-
ceived a four-year prison sentence 
and must pay compensation of 
more than 600,000 euros. Her hus-
band, Salvador Cubiles, is “sad” 
that “a life can be worth so little”.

Policeman saves woman 
choking on a grape 

MARBELLA 
:: C. M. A Local Police officer in Mar-
bella saved a women who almost 
choked to death at the town’s mar-
ket on Tuesday. Having received a 
radio call, he rode his motorcycle to 
where the woman was being treated 
for what was thought to be a col-
lapse. “But I checked her airwaves 
then patted her on the back and a 
piece of grape came out,” he said.

The snake on show. :: L. NEWBY

The rough collie. :: C. M.

z·   For confidential support: 
Samaritans in Spain, 24 hours 
900 525 100
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In the second of these 
Guardia Civil operations 
last week, offices raided a 
farm building seizing a  
powerboat of the sort 
used in smuggling 

:: ÁLVARO FRÍAS / JUAN CANO 

MALAGA.  The Guardia Civil last 
week carried out two operations on 
the Costa linked to drugs and seized 
a shipment of 4,000 tonnes of hash-
ish. In total, 17 people have been ar-
rested in the latest blows dealt to 
the highly-organised smuggling 
gangs in the area. 

The first operation took place on 
30 May at around 11pm in Marbella 
when officers stopped two vans 
while 121 bails of hashish were be-
ing loaded into them, with a total 
weight of four tonnes. Fourteen 
people were arrested as a result 
with the help of National and Lo-

cal Police. 
In the second success, on 31 May, 

five people believed to be involved 
in the financing of drugs gangs were 
held in nine raids in Malaga and 
Ceuta. Three raids were in Malaga 
city; in a solicitors in the centre, a 
house in Puerto de la Torre and a 

farm in the Carlinda area. The last 
site was the most important as there 
were several buildings to be 
searched. The investigators forced 
one door to find a fully-equipped 
speedboat of the type used in drug 
smuggling.  

The investigation is ongoing. 

Two more big police operations on 
Costa deal blow to narcotraffickers 

:: SUR 

ALGECIRAS.  The Guardia Civil 
has held a third person over the 
incident that led to an accident 
on the A-7 motorway in Los Bar-
rios, near Algeciras, when a mo-
torcycle patrol officer died while 
taking part in a drug-related 
chase. 

The first arrests were made on 
30 May, the same day the officer 
died, in Jerez de la Frontera when 
two people, of French and Mo-
roccan nationality, were found 
with 200 kilos of hashish.  

Their white Peugeot is alleged 
not to have stopped for the 
Guardia Civil patrol and one of 
the officers pursuing them fatally 
collided with a lorry.  

A third person was detained 
the following day.    

The dead officer, named as  
Fermín Cabeza González, was 
part of the road traffic patrol unit 

in Algeciras and the circum-
stances leading up to the accident 
are still under investigation. He 
had joined the Guardia Civil in 
1991 and went on to be decorated 
more than once. 

At the funeral held last Friday, 
the minister for the Interior, Fer-
nando Grande-Marlaska, and the 
national director general of the 
Guardia Civil, Félix Azón, were 
present.  

In Algeciras, and nearby San 
Roque and Los Barrios,  there 
were silent protests over the 
tragic death. 

The acting mayor of  Algeciras, 
José Ignacio Landaluce, said that 
the protest there was to show 
support and solidarity for the se-
curity forces, especially the 
Guardia Civil. “We are saying 
goodbye to a great Guardia offi-
cer and we are saying goodbye to 
a great person,” said Landaluce. 

Third arrest linked to death 
of Guardia Civil motorcycle 
patrol officer in ‘drugs chase’

The speedboat was found in a rural near Malaga. :: ÑITO SALAS

:: VANESSA MELGAR 

RONDA. Antonio Marín Lara, 
mayor of Ronda between 2004 
and 2011, died on Tuesday after-
noon following a short battle 
with oesophagus cancer. 

Toti, as he was known, was 
taken ill shortly before the local 
elections which took place on 26 
May and during which he and 
two other candidates were re-
elected onto the council repre-
senting the party he founded in 
2015, Alianza por Ronda (APR).

Former Ronda 
mayor Antonio 
Marín Lara dies 
aged 59

Marín Lara in 2015. :: V. M.

The bodies of a 26-year-
old woman and a 36-
year-old man were 
found in an advanced 
state of decomposition 
last Thursday 

:: JUAN CANO / ÁLVARO FRÍAS 

MALAGA. An autopsy has con-
firmed that the 26-year-old woman 
and 36-year-old man, both of Fin-
nish origin, whose bodies were 
found in a flat in the Mijas area last 
Thursday afternoon, did not die as 
a result of violence. 

It is thought that the bodies could 
have been there for at least three or 
four days, before being found at 
1.15pm in an apartment block on 
Calle Río Retortillo, in Las Lagunas, 
Mijas. 

Neighbours alerted the police af-
ter being concerned by a strong smell 
coming from the property. 

Police initially considered the pos-

sibility that the woman had been 
murdered because of the stains of 
blood found in the flat. However, fol-
lowing the autopsy, investigators be-
lieve that the deaths are most likely 
drug-related - either that both had 
consumed adulterated drugs or that 
it was some kind of suicide pact. 

Interviews with neighbours have 
provided more information about 
the pair. Primarily, it was thought 
that the two individuals were a cou-

ple, but neighbours’ testimonies state 
that the woman lived in the prop-
erty, not with the man, but with her 
boyfriend, who is of a similar age to 
the woman. 

According to one neighbour, the 
younger man was seen entering the 
property on Wednesday. However 
given the stage of decomposition, 
the victims must have already been 
dead when he entered the building. 
The man has still not been located.

No signs of violence present in autopsy 
of Finns found dead in Mijas apartment

Police checks to 
crack down on 
pirate taxis at 
Malaga Airport

:: FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. Local Police in Malaga 
will increase their presence at 
the city’s airport in an attempt 
to crack down on pirate taxis. 

This comes in response to com-
plaints from taxi drivers who on 
Sunday night stopped service for 
more than half an hour to appeal 
for greater action from the city 
town hall. 

Now, four police officers have 
been deployed to Malaga-Costa 
del Sol Airport. Two will be in 
plain clothes to try and catch the 
perpetrators in the act with the 
other two in uniform and con-
trolling the traffic and monitor-
ing which vehicles are entering 
the airport premises. 

In the past two years, 170 pi-
rate taxis have been reported by 
the Local Police. Most of them 
have been detected at the airport, 
but some also at the bus station 
close to the city centre. 

The building in which the events occurred. :: SUR
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Infrastructure 
 Malaga Metro:  29.8 million euros 
for work on lines 1 and 2 / 72.06 
million euros  for annual running 
costs. 
 Antequera logistics hub:  6m euros. 
PTA access:  50,000 euros. 
 Study of link to PTA from A-7:   
20,000 euros.                          
 Improved A-367 from Ardales to 
Ronda:  50,000 euros. 
 Arriate bypass:  4m euros. 
 Vélez-Málaga tram  337,493 euros. 
 Study of dualling A-357 from Casa-
palma-Zalea (future motorway to 
Ronda and Campillos):  20,000 
euros. 

Health 
 Construction, equipment and 
health infrastructure improve-
ments:  4.7m euros. Within this, 
but not broken out, is work linked 
the Costa del Sol Hospital and a 
new Malaga hospital plan. 
 Gamarra health centre:  200,000 
euros. 
 El Palo health centre improve-
ments:  90,000 euros. 
 Hospital Carlos Haya improve-
ments:  1.7m euros. 
 San Pedro health centre:  3m. 
 Estepona hospital:  4.2m. 

Agriculture and Environment 
 Link pipe project for La Con-
cepción and La Viñuela reservoirs:  
1.4m euros. 
 Cleaning dry stream beds and wa-
terways:  802,000 euros. 
 Guadalmedina river work:  
200,000 euros. 
 Fight against the harmful chestnut 
wasp:  100,000 euros. 
 Promotion of Malaga raisins:  
100,000 euros. 
 North Guadalhorce sewage treat-
ment:  90,000 euros. 
 Improve Guadalhorce reservoirs:  
800,000 euros. 
 Arraijanal park (Malaga):  2.8m.  

Culture 
 Museo Picasso:  4.37m.  
 Dolmens in Antequera:  2.4m. 
 City of Malaga orchestra:  2.4m.  
 Acinipo ruins (Ronda):  250,000 
euros. 
 Festival de Cine Español:  150,000 
euros. 
 Museo de Málaga:  100,000 euros 
to promote temporary exhibits. 

Justice 
 Renovating courts:  506,882 euros. 
 New Torremolinos building:  
118,460 euros.

THE JUNTA’S PLANNED NEW LOCAL INVESTMENT

The 2019 plan still needs 
the regional parliament’s 
approval, including the 
votes of Vox who say the 
plan isn’t radical enough  

:: ANTONIO M. ROMERO 

MALAGA. The Partido Popular and 
Ciudadanos coalition government 
at the Junta de Andalucía last Fri-
day gave details at last of its 2019 
budget, which needs to be ratified 
by the regional parliament in Seville.  

On Monday, the head of the 
Junta for Malaga, Patricia Navarro, 
explained how those spending plans 
would affect Malaga province, in-
cluding the Costa del Sol, where a 
planned 153 million euros of new 
investment is expected. 

However, approval of what will 
be the first annual budget ever in 
the autonomous region that hasn’t 
been prepared by the Socialist PSOE 
party, needs the support of regional 
MPs from hard-right Vox. On Mon-
day their spokesperson said that 
the spending plan was just the same 
as the PSOE’s and he threatened to 
block approval if there weren’t 
more radical initiatives in it. 

The total annual budget at a re-
gional level is 36.5 billion euros, 
five per cent more than under the 
last administration. Almost half, 
17.2 billion, goes on the usual big-
spending departments of educa-
tion and health, services which 
the Junta de Andalucía controls.  

In Monday’s presentation of 
what the new budget would mean 
for Malaga and the Costa del Sol, 
Patricia Navarro explained that 
most of the new investment, over 
100 million of the 153 million, 
would be on Malaga’s metro lines.  

Among other new schemes is 
initial work in linking the larger 
La Viñuela reservoir in the east of 
the province with the smaller La 
Concepción reservoir near Mar-
bella. But there is no separate 
budget line for a new Malaga hos-
pital nor for expanding the PTA 
technology park, although there 
is a small amount for improving 
the notoriously congested road ac-
cess to that park. 

Studies will be carried out on 
small improvements to the main 
road from Malaga to Ronda, where 
locals have been campaigning for 

a motorway instead.  
The money to open Estepona’s 

new local hospital and finish the 
San Pedro health centre is also 
mentioned. 

Navarro’s speech was a return 
to presenting the budget on a pro-
vincial level and she said it aimed 
to “get out of the drawer the for-
gotten projects of previous Social-
ist [regional] governments”. 

At a regional level , the PSOE 
has criticised the spending plans, 
saying they weren’t rigourous 
enough and opened the door to pri-
vatisation.  

The regional parliament’s de-
bate on the budget is due to be held 
in Seville next Wednesday. 

Junta’s regional budget promises 153 million 
euros of new investment in Malaga province  

Navarro on Monday. :: SUR
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Textile fibres from some 
clothing combine with 
the plastic items strewn 
across the sand and the 
microplastics on the 
seabed 

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MALAGA. Plastic is already one of 
the main threats to the coastal eco-
system of the Costa del Sol and its 
surrounding Alboran Sea. The prob-
lem, say experts, is increasing and 
will continue to do so without spe-
cific policies to stop the massive use 
of plastic packaging. 

Researchers can confirm their fears 
now thanks to a European Directive 
that in recent years has required, 
among other things, EU countries to 
track their marine waste. Studies, 
carried out in Spain by the Spanish 
Oceanographic Institute, measure 
the quantities of macroplastics - those 
that can be seen by the naked eye - 
and microplastics - particles smaller 
than five millimetres.  

An expert at the Spanish Oceano-
graphic Centre in the Balearics (re-
sponsible for studying plastic pollu-
tion in the Spanish Mediterranean), 
Salud Deudero, explains that micro-
plastics can be made up of their origi-
nal object (for example, cosmetics 
which are made up of these parti-
cles), or as a consequence of the frag-
mentation of bigger plastics.   

Deudero pointed out that people 
often forget the plastics that can be 
found in textiles, such as acrylic 
sweaters. Washing machines are un-
able to retain these particles in their 
filters, and these end up in the sea 

before the water can be treated.  
“The  pumping of microparticles 

into the sea is so great that they al-
ready form part of the ecosystem,” 
said Deudero. 

In the case of the Alboran Sea, the 
part of the Mediterranean that bathes 
the Costa del Sol, an estimated 25,000 
small plastic objects were found on 
the beaches in 72 campaigns carried 
out between 2013 and 2018 as part 
of these studies. Many of these items 
were unidentifiable pieces of plas-
tic, or originated as  rope, bottle tops 
or cotton buds, among other items. 

On the Costa del Sol’s beaches, 
the level of microplastics is on av-
erage 30 particles in every kilo-
gramme of sand, equivalent to 500 
particles per square metre. In this 

case they measure less than one mil-
limetre; “smaller than usual”, said 
the researcher. The majority are frag-
ments of polystyrene. 

The problem is even bigger on the 
seabed. The average there for the Al-
boran Sea is 130 microplastic parti-
cles per kilo of sediment, a figure 
that rises to as much as 300 parti-
cles per kilo in the province of 
Malaga - an “alarming” figure, said 
the expert.  

The transparent blue microfibres 
come from bottles and cellophane. 
“If we moved away from using plas-
tic packaging and bottles and use less 
textile fibres the change would be 
spectacular,” stated Deudero.  How-
ever, the expert recognises that quan-
titatively the negative effect of mac-
roplastics is even greater as these are 
directly responsible for the deaths 
of many species.  

In terms of who is responsible, 26 
per cent of all the plastic in the Al-
boran Sea is produced by tourism; 18 
per cent by maritime transport; eight 
per cent by sanitation and one per 
cent by fishing activities. Plastic waste washed up on a beach. :: SUR

Plastic is already posing a real  
threat to the Costa del Sol
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On the beaches of the Alboran Sea:

Source: Ministerio para la Transición Ecológica

:: E. HINOJOSA
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Local companies in the 
Malaga area have been using 
technologial advances to “tat-
too” fruit and vegetables with 
lasers in order to reduce use 
of labels and limit plastic 
packaging. The mark only af-
fects the skin of the product 
without damaging the flesh 
inside. Local business BioAl-
garrabo, specialises in organic 
produce and has been tattoo-
ing its products for a year. 

FRUIT AND  VEG 

TATTOOED IN THE 

FIGHT AGAINST 

PLASTIC 

:: ÑITO SALAS
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The hybrid vehicle is 100 
per cent carbon neutral 
and has a range of up to 
180 kilometres when 
fully charged  

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

NERJA. Nerja resident of 18 years, 
Joachim Aldfinger, last month trav-
elled to a sustainability and mobil-
ity fair in his native Germany to 
launch a hybrid vehicle which was 
designed and built in the Axarquía 
town. 

Along with his French business 
partner, Didier Helmsetter, Aldfin-
ger, 54, has produced five proto-
types of the Messerschmitt KR 25 
E; a hybrid vehicle made from alu-
minum and carbon fibre which 
comprises three wheels, pedals and 
an electric battery. It is capable of 
reaching speeds of 25km/h and can 
cover 180 kilometres when fully 
charged.  

The vehicle weighs 85 kilos, can 
carry up to 120 kilos of additional 
weight and has a market value of 
12,500 euros. Aldfinger explained 
the idea is that “it can be used in 
big cities as well as rural areas for 
short distances”. 

The designer, also a self-confessed 

“environmentalist”, spent six years 
working on the model, which he 
says is “100 per cent sustainable.” 

The design is based on the iconic 
Messerschmitt three-wheeled cars, 
designed by the company which is 
best known for its World War Two 
fighter planes. The company closed 

in 1968. 
Aldfinger also claims to be the 

“ambassador in Spain for Westarc-
tica”, an micronation in the Ant-
arctic, founded by former US sol-
dier, Travis McHenry, in 2001 to 
promote and protect the Antarctic 
from environmental threats.

Sustainable German technology 
designed in the Axarquía

HERE AND THERE

Red Cross moves to 
modern facilities 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 
::  J. RHODES. The Vélez-Málaga 
Red Cross inaugurated its new 
premises in Calle Aceituneros in 
the town last Friday. During the 
opening ceremony, Cruz Roja head 

for the Axarquía, Eduardo Recio, 
stated that the new facilities were 
“modern, accessible, well situated 
and functional”, adding, “this will 
enable the Red Cross to provide a 
service to  people in the area”. Brit-
ish volunteer, Richard Weale, said: 
“The new office will enable us to 
offer workshops and activities in 
the heart of La Axarquia.”

German tourist dies 
after drowning in pool 

TORROX 
:: E. C. A 75-year-old German tour-
ist died on Wednesday when life-
guards were unable to resuscitate 
him after he drowned in the 
swimming pool of the Torcasol 
residential area in Torrox Costa.  
Emergency services believe he 
suffered a heart attack while 
swimming in the pool.

Bar licences extended 
for tenth year running 

NERJA 
::  E. C. Nerja town hall has, for 
the tenth consecutive year, ex-
tended the existing licence for a 
number of beach bars located on 
Burriana beach in the town. The 
licences ran out in 2010 and coun-
cillors have been promising to re-
new them since then, but have 
continually failed to do so.

English-speaking volunteers at last Friday’s inauguration. :: SUR

Joachim Aldfinger with his hybrid vehicle. :: E. CABEZAS
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:: TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Torremoli-
nos town hall has initiated a new 
service that will address the prob-
lem of Diogenes syndrome, a con-
dition characterised by compul-
sive hoarding of rubbish in the 
home. 

Also known as senile squalor 
syndrome, people suffering from 
this disorder are often solitary 
individuals and the elderly, many 
of whom live in severe domestic 
squalor. 

Several cases of the condition 
have come to light in the town re-
cently so the Social Services de-
partment has joined forces with 
the municipal cleaning services 
and the local police and fire 
authorities in an attempt to pre-
vent risks to health and hygiene.   

A special helpline has been set 
up so that neighbours and rela-
tives can report potential cases. 

The new service offers help to 
people affected by the disorder 
and will include the removal of 
accumulated rubbish and the dis-
infection of properties, while 
also offering special treatment 
and monitoring for those suffer-
ing with the disorder.

Torremolinos 
introduces service 
for those affected 
by Diogenes 
syndromeThe biggest travelling 

Lego exhibition in 
Europe will be installed 
in Malaga’s Muelle Uno 
and consist of 110 
figures made of more 
than five million pieces  

:: JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA. An impressive Lego ex-
hibition will soon be settling in 
Malaga for the summer. The show-
case, which is the biggest of its kind 
in Europe, will be taking over the 
corner of the Muelle Uno marina 
area, after the departure of the Art-
senal centre.  

The show, which will run from 
16 June to 22 September, will cover 
an area of 1,400 square metres, ex-
hibiting 110 figures made up of 
more than five million Lego pieces.  

According to its creators, the ex-
hibition will be divided into 12 
zones, with one standout display 
being a 11-metre-long, three-me-
tre-high Titanic replica, made up 
of more than 500,000 pieces. Other 
highlights include a huge Star Wars 
zone and an interactive map of 
Europe. Visitors can also greet their 
favourite sports stars, have a front 
seat view of important historical 
events such as the moon landings 

and the fall of the Berlin Wall and 
get a glimpse at J. R. R. Tolkien’s 
Lonely Mountain.   

There will also be an area where 
children can create their own de-
signs and, of course, a Lego shop.  

With the spectacle having al-
ready been seen by three million 
people across seven countries, the 
organisers believe that, in Malaga, 
they “have found a phenomenal 
location, on the marina, where 
there is a huge concentration of 
Spanish and European tourists pass-
ing by”, stated Mariusz Rozmiarek, 
in charge of organising the exhibit.  

Entrance to the exhibition will 
cost between 6.50 and 9.50 euros. 

The Titanic to dock in the 
city’s port for the summer 

The future exhibition space. :: SURWork begins to convert La 
Equitativa into two hotels

The iconic Equitativa building’s tower in Malaga. :: SUR

The iconic Malaga 
building will become 
home to a five-star hotel 
in the base and four-star 
hotel in the tower 

:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. Work to prepare the 
iconic La Equitativa building to be 
converted into a luxury hotel be-
gan on Monday. The demolition of 
partition walls took place, as well 

as the preservation of elements 
which will form part of the new 
five-star hotel which will occupy 
the base part of the building. 

Located between Calle Larios and 
the Muelle Uno marina, with the 
conversion, La Equitativa is set to 
become a main landmark once again.  

The contract to turn the tower of 
the building into a four-star hotel 
this week awarded to Soho Boutique 
Hotels. Unlike the base, a works li-
cence has not yet been granted but 
doors are expected to open in 2021.
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Decorated carriages set 
off from Malaga and 
Marbella this week to 
reach the Huelva village 
in time for this weekend’s 
festivities 

:: SUR 

MARBELLA. Members of the Rocío 
brotherhood in Marbella paraded 
through the town on Tuesday be-
fore setting off on their annual pil-
grimage to the village of El Rocío in  
Almonte, Huelva. 

The group from Marbella will join 

pilgrims from 124 brotherhoods 
around the region, most of them 
travelling in decorated carriages 
pulled by tractors. 

The celebrations come to a head 
on Monday when the image of the 
Virgen del Rocío is carried out of the 
shrine surrounded by thousands.

Pilgrims set off across Andalucía for 
the annual Rocío celebration

HERE AND THERE

The World makes three-
day Banús stop-off 

MARBELLA 
:: A. JIMÉNEZ. The vessel known 
as the ‘millionaire’s cruise ship’, 
spent three days docked in Puerto 
Banús from Sunday to Tuesday.  

The cost of an apartment aboard 
The World varies between one and 
six million euros, not including 
travel and maintenance fees. 

The ship has been a regular on 
the Costa, stopping numerous 
times in Malaga and Marbella 
ports since its inauguration in 
2002.

Free public Wi-Fi points 
installed across Casares 

CASARES 
:: C. M. Connecting to the inter-
net is Casares is now free with a 
number of free public wireless 
spots set up in Casares Pueblo,  
Casares Costa, in Plaza de la Paz de 
Secadero and in Plaza Andalucía. 
Users can access the Wi-Fi by con-
necting to ‘Wifi publico Ayto de 
Casares’. Access is free for up to 
two hours a day.

Ventura del Mar beach 
drains to be removed 

MARBELLA 
: :  C. MÁRQUEZ. A budget of 
477,562 euros has been set aside 
by the western Costa water 
authorities to remove 380 metres 
of drains and seven manhole cov-
ers from Ventura del Mar beach in 
San Pedro. This is part of a bid to 
improve the image of the area and 
to reduce the risk of any leakages 
in the future.

Cruise ship The World on its stop in Puerto Banús. :: JOSELE

Marbella pilgrims head off for their weekend of music, dance and religious ceremonies. :: JOSELE

LEGAL ADVICE

REF. B. Y. D. 

I have a physiotherapy clinic 
and I am going to transfer it 
due to my retirement. The 
new owner has promised to 
continue the contracts of my 
two employees and respect 
their seniority and salary. 
One of them is very happy, 
but the other says she wants 
to change her working hours. 

I have told her that this is 
something she will have to 
negotiate with the new 
owner, but she says that if 
this is not agreed beforehand, 
she will not sign. What can 
we do if she refuses to sign? 
Your employee’s position does 
not make much sense, as she 
cannot demand anything more 
than what she already has. Be-
cause of the employer’s retire-
ment, an employment contract 
can be terminated by simply 
paying one month’s severance 
pay. In this situation, your em-
ployee can leave, or require the 
new employer to maintain the 
same working conditions, 
which is something that is al-
ready being offered. 

 

REF. R. A. E. 

I am 65 years old and I am a 
pensioner. I married a Span-
ish woman in 1986. We have 
two daughters, one is 31 years 
old and the other 27, and both 
are still living with us, al-

though the older one has a job 
and the younger one will 
probably finish her studies 
this year. Things are not going 
well with my wife, and I am 
thinking of getting divorced. 
If I do, would I have to pay ali-
mony to my daughters, even 
if they are of legal age? How 
much would I have to pay? 
Children continue to be entitled 
to financial support, even if they 
are adult, as long as they are fi-
nancially dependent or complet-
ing their studies. Your eldest 
daughter would probably not re-
ceive any support, as she is work-
ing and is therefore not finan-
cially dependent. With regard to 
your youngest daughter, things 
change since she is finishing her 
studies. In her case, the exemp-
tion from this payment could 
only be requested if there was 
perceived apathy, incompetence 
or academic disinterest, which 
does not seem to be the case. As 
for the amount to be paid, it will 
depend to a great extent on what 
you are receiving of pension.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge
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People in Pozuelo de 
Alarcón earn on average 
25,957 euros a year, 
while in Níjar, near 
Almería, income is 6,253 
euros a head 

:: SUR 

MADRID.  To find the best place 
to live in Spain, at least in terms 
of the amount of money you’d earn  
in a year, you’d have to look to the 
centre of Spain and to Pozuelo de 
Alarcón, a dormitory town near 
Madrid. 

Here each person has an annual 
average income of 25,957 euros, 
more than any other municipality 
in the country. Unemployment is 
also at its second lowest rate here, 
on 6.4%.  

The data is part of a recently re-
leased survey from the INE, the 
national statistics office, called Ur-
ban Indicators, which looks at data 
on income and other factors  from 
the 405 municipalities with more 
than 20,000 inhabitants.  

According to the report, the bas-
tions of the rich are in the Madrid 
region. After Pozuelo de Alarcón 
come the nearby towns of Boba-
dilla del Monte (19,702 euros a year 
per person) in second place and  
Las Rozas (19,340 euros) in third. 

 Of the top ten places, seven are 
in the Madrid area. The three that 
aren’t are Sant Cugat del  Vallès, 
just outside Barcelona, (19,151 
euros) and also two Basque places; 
Getxo, a coastal town near Bilbao, 
(18,599 euros); and the city of San 
Sebastián (17,203 euros).   

Andalusian unemployment 
At the other end of the scale, nine 
of the least wealthy towns are in 
Andalucía. Bottom of the list is 
Níjar, a fruit and flower growing 
town near Almería, (6,253 euros), 

and Los Palacios in Seville prov-
ince (6,552 euros). 

More than two thirds of the 50 
towns with the lowest incomes are 
in Andalucía.  There is a close cor-
relation between lower income 
towns in Andalucía and high rates 
of unemployment. The highest rate 
among the towns surveyed are Li-
nares, in Jaén province (32.8%), and 
La Línea de la Concepción (29,9%).  

The towns with the lowest 
amount of people out of work, 
apart from Pozuelo, are Sant Cu-
gat (6.2%), Las Rozas (7.2%), San 
Sebastián (7.2%) and another Ma-
drid dormitory town, Majadahonda 
(7.3%).  

Richest Madrid ‘barrios’ 
The survey also breaks down larger 
cities by district. In Madrid city it-

self, the richest area is El Viso, next 
to Real Madrid’s Santiago Berna-
beu football stadium, with 42,819 
euros per person a year earned. It 
is also the wealthiest district in 
the country.  

 Two ‘barrios’ of Seville have the 
lowest income on about 5,000 
euros per head, based on the 2018 
data. 

Costa towns not near top 
Of the larger Costa del Sol towns, 
the range of  annual income per 
head is between around 8,000 to 
9,500 euros. Estepona is on 8,181 
euros a year per person; Marbella, 
9,016; Fuengirola, 7,885; 
Benalmádena, 9,276; Torremoli-
nos, 9,574; Alhaurín el Grande, 
6,628; Malaga, 9,745; Vélez-Málaga, 
8,198; and Nerja, 7,936.  

Madrid area is Spain’s richest and 
Andalusian towns are poorest

A shopping centre in Pozuelo de Alarcón. :: SUR

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

T
he recent wealth-map-
ping of Spain carried 
out by the country’s 
National Statistics In-

stitute (INE) revealed few sur-
prises: as is normally the case, 
the most affluent areas are all in 
or around Madrid and Barcelona, 
while the poorest are in the 
south. What is worthy of note, 
though, is how large the discrep-
ancy between the rich and poor 
in Spain is, and just how many 
of the poorest regions are here 
in Andalucía. Lurking behind 
the region’s stunning landscapes 
and life-affirming “alegría” is a 
big problem with unemploy-
ment - an issue that should be a 
top priority for both local ad-
ministrations and the incoming 
national government.  

The INE project found that 
ten of Spain’s richest neigh-
bourhoods are in the Madrid re-
gion. Most affluent of all is the 
capital’s “barrio” of El Viso, 
where the average per capita an-
nual income is €42,819. By con-
trast, Andalucía is home to 
Spain’s poorest neighbourhood - 
Polígono Sur in Seville, where 
that figure plummets to €4,897. 
In other words, the income dif-
ference between Spain’s 
wealthiest and poorest “barrios” 
is a hefty €37,922. The same 
trend is present in distribution 
of wealth by city or town, too: 
the richest are all found within 
the boundaries of a triangle 
marked by Madrid, Barcelona 
and the Basque Country, while 
nine of Spain’s ten poorest cities 
are here in Andalucía.  

Reducing the extent of these 
problematic divides has to be a 

priority for both municipal ad-
ministrations and the next na-
tional government, once it’s in-
stalled. It’ll be a complex task, 
but there is clearly one area that 
is in urgent need of attention: 
unemployment. Research pre-
sented last year by Eurostat, the 
European Union’s statistics 
agency, showed that Spain is 
home to five of the worst af-
fected areas in Europe when it 
comes to joblessness, Andalucía 
being one of them. This year’s 
data shows that little has 
changed in that respect: the 
three highest unemployment 
rates in Spain are in the Andalu-
sian municipalities of Linares 
(32.8%), La Línea de la Con-
cepción (29.9% and Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda (29%).  

It was a flagship policy of 
Mariano Rajoy’s former conser-
vative government to reduce 
Spain’s unemployment levels 
by creating half a million new 
jobs a year. Rajoy adhered to 
that target, but the latest re-
search shows that it hasn’t 
helped to improve things in the 
poorest parts of the country. 
This was largely because many 
of the new jobs were temporary 
positions, either not lasting 
long enough or not paying 
enough to really improve 
households’ prosperity.  

It should be an urgent priority 
of Pedro Sánchez’s and of the PP-
Ciudadanos-led administration 
here in Andalucía to work on a 
more durable solution. That, in 
turn, will help this beautiful 
part of Spain haul itself up from 
the bottom of the country’s re-
gional wealth rankings.

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

MIND THE    

GAP
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NEWS18 GIBRALTAR

The section of defensive 
wall and items of pottery 
support the belief that 
there was a settlement at 
Europa Flats in the 
Medieval-Moorish period  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The works being car-
ried in the area of the Europa Stadium 
have uncovered an underground sec-
tion of a wall dating back to the 
Merinid dynasty in medieval times. 
It is located near the Shrine of our 
Lady of Europe, and would have over-
looked the Strait of Gibraltar. It is 
likely that this is part of the original 
line wall which was constructed un-
der the instructions of Abu’l Hassan 
between 1333 and 1374 (when con-
trol of Gibraltar passed from Merinid 
to Nasrid hands).  

The Moorish wall has now been 
protected by a geotextile and cov-
ered, and full information about it 
has been recorded by archaeolo-
gists. This discovery appears to sup-
port documentary evidence that 
there was a settlement in the Eu-
ropa Flats area during the Medie-
val-Moorish period (711-1462) and 
historians believe it was at this 
point that Emir Abu’l Hassan con-

structed defensive walls all the way 
to Europa Point, making areas 
which were previously unsecure 
open for settlement. 

It had previously been suggested 
that the Nuns’ Well, located at Eu-
ropa Flats, may date from this period, 
but archaeological excavations close 
to this site were inconclusive. How-
ever, excavations close to the present 
Shrine of Our Lady of Europe did re-
veal evidence of a 14th-century Moor-
ish guardhouse. Until now, that has 

been the only evidence supporting a 
Moorish presence on the Europa Flats.  

 The construction works have also 
revealed pieces of Moorish ceramics, 
which are now being studied at the 
Gibraltar National Museum. This re-
inforces the view that the area of Eu-
ropa Flats was settled during the 14th 
century.  

Dr John Cortes, the Minister for 
Heritage, says that slowly but surely 
a picture is being built up of Gibral-
tar’s past through such discoveries.

Europa Stadium works reveal 
artefacts from the 14th century

:: D.BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The government is 
looking for possible ways to pro-
vide extra seating for the Andrea 
Bocelli concert on 9 September, be-
cause tickets for the show at the 
Europa Stadium sold out within 
two days of becoming available 
even though the stadium can hold 
10,000 people. 

Bocelli, who is reported to be the 
the biggest-selling solo classical art-
ist of all time with over 90 million 
worldwide album sales, will be per-
forming with the Royal Philhar-
monic Concert Orchestra as part of 
Gibraltar’s National Week Celebra-
tions. It will be his first visit to Gi-

braltar, and forms part of his world 
tour.  

Those lucky enough to have tick-
ets will be able to enjoy a unique 
repertoire from Bocelli’s landmark 
release “Si” - his first ever chart-top-
ping album on the Billboard 200 
chart. The world-renowned tenor 
will also treat audiences to his be-
loved traditional selection of arias, 
love songs and crossover hits.  

Gibraltar’s chief minister, Fabian 
Picardo, says he is delighted that 
Andrea Bocelli will be in Gibraltar 
as part of the National Day celebra-
tions in an important year which 
also commemorates 50 years since 
the closure of the border with Spain.

Andrea Bocelli in concert in 
Gibraltar on 9 September

:: D. B. 
GIBRALTAR. The Gibraltar Tour-
ist Board has been shortlisted in the 
Travel Bulletin Star Awards 2019, 
in the Star Cultural & Heritage Des-
tination category, and is compet-

ing against India, Israel, Italy, Jor-
dan, South Africa and Thailand. UK 
travel agents will be placing their 
votes over the next three weeks, 
and the winner will be announced 
in September.  

Tourism minister Gilbert Licudi  
says the nomination is the culmi-
nation of the Gibraltar - A Year of 
Culture campaign. It promotes dif-
ferent elements of Gibraltar’s di-
verse heritage and culture and ap-
peals to  those interested in cultural 
heritage themes such as art, music 
and history in addition to the Rock’s 
more traditional attractions.

Tourist Board 
shortlisted for  
Travel Bulletin Star 
Awards for culture 
and heritage 

The ceramics are being studied at the Gibraltar Museum. :: SUR
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NEWS20

The leaders of the political parties with MPs in Spain’s Congreso have 
met with King Felipe this week in a round of contacts which is the 
next formal step towards the formation of a new government. After 
talking to each leader to find out who their party’s MPs would sup-
port as prime minister, the king will propose a candidate to go for-
ward to the investiture debate. This is expected to be Socialist leader 
and acting PM Pedro Sánchez, who won the elections, but still needs 
support from other parties to reach the 176 vote majority. He was the 
last of the leaders to visit the king on Thursday afternoon, following 
Albert Rivera (Cs, pictured) and Pablo Casado (PP).

:: EFE

KING INTERVIEWS PARTY LEADERS

Parents’ associations 
across Spain unwittingly 
took part in the alleged 
fraud which supposedly 
fuelled lavish lifestyles 
for organisers  

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

MALAGA. News of a scandal in-
volving a charity raising funds for 
child cancer has caused anger across 
Spain among organisations that sup-
ported it. The charity, Linceci, of-
fered different ways to donate or 
collect money and investigators be-
lieve those running it used funds to 
support “a lavish lifestyle”. Police 
in Zaragoza, northern Spain, where 
the charity had a base, have raided 
its offices and five people were also 
arrested. 

Following the police raids, com-
panies, local authorities and schools 
who helped with fundraising have 
been coming forward to report their 
involvement in the network of or-
ganisations supporting the charity 
and that they may have been victims 
of the supposed illegal activity. 

Police say that formal complaints 
have started to be received but that 
for the moment it is impossible to 
know the full extent of Linceci’s 

operation. 
“The charitable association 

widely promoted over its website 
and magazines the sale of fundrais-
ing products and events,” said the 
National Police over the arrests. 
Their marketing reached into 
schools over social media and di-
rect messages to the heads of edu-
cational establishments who were 
urged to collaborate.  

In Malaga province, parents’ as-
sociations in Alhaurín de la Torre, 

Ronda, Vélez-Málaga, Sierra de 
Yeguas, Mijas and Malaga city told 
SUR that they had collaborated with 
Linceci and taken part in its suppos-
edly fraudulent campaigns.  

Julián Sesmero, chairman of the 
parents’ association at Clara Cam-
poamor school in Alhaurín de la Torre 
said, “They have conned us; me and 
all the parents who have taken part.” 

The charity generally asked 
schools and firms to sell fundraising 
merchandise on their behalf.

Kids’ cancer fundraising scam 
causes outrage as police arrest five

:: SUR 

MADRID. The Supreme Court has 
blocked the acting government’s 
plan to exhume the body of dicta-
tor General Franco from his cere-
monial resting place next Monday, 
10 June.  

The ban on reburial is tempo-
rary while objections are heard 
and comes after Franco’s descen-
dants and the foundation set up 
to defend his legacy objected to 
the plan. 

When the Socialist government 
took over last June, one of its first 
decisions was to take Franco out 
of the Valle de los Caídos, a large 
monument in the mountains near 

Madrid dedicated by Franco to vic-
tims of the Spanish Civil War. His 
body has had pride of place there 
since his death in 1975. 

The government rejected the 
family’s compromise of burying 
him in the crypt of Madrid’s cathe-
dral and went ahead with their plan 
to bury the general next to his wife 
in a small cemetery outside Madrid. 

Now this has been stopped, with 
the court saying it was in the pub-
lic interest to debate the move fur-
ther. The acting government said 
the delay “wasn’t a disaster” but 
sources expect Franco’s family to 
take their case as far as the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights. 

Reburial of Franco’s body is 
halted by Supreme Court 

File photo of Franco’s tomb in the Valle de los Caídos. :: AFP

Police officers during the raid on the charity’s office. :: CNP

SPAIN
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:: RACHEL HAYNES 

MALAGA. We have to go back to 
January to find the start of this story. 
That was when teachers at the in-
ternational schools in southern 
Spain and Gibraltar received their 
annual emails inviting their stu-
dents to send in work for the annual 
SUR in English Education and Learn-
ing supplement. 

In February, with an inbox full 
of poems, short stories and artwork 
from both secondary and primary 
students, it was time to pick out the 
best work to be published in the sup-
plement. This job was given to a 
panel of judges formed this year by 
former SUR in English editor Liz 
Parry; journalist and art critic 
Georgina Oliver; and singer-song-
writer and columnist Peter Edger-
ton, who selected winners, runners-
up and works that deserved a spe-
cial mention. 

All this talent and creativity was 
then slotted into the pages of the 
special supplement that was pub-
lished in March, along with infor-
mation and news from local schools. 

Having their work published is 
a prize in itself, however the stu-
dents whose contributions were se-
lected as the best poems, stories 
and artwork in the primary and sec-
ondary categories were invited with 
their families to the SUR offices in 
April  to receive their certificates. 
There, they were able to visit the 
newsroom and enjoy refreshments, 
this year served in the television 
studio. 

Students who were unable to at-
tend were given their certificates 
by their teachers at school. 

Winners 

The best works chosen this year in 
the short story section were by Seve 
Bonvini of Swans International 
School (secondary) and Agastya 

Bhat of Laude San Pedro Interna-
tional College (primary). 

Certificates for the best poetry 
went to Emily Simmons of English 
International College (secondary) 
and Mercedez Zurburg of No-
vaschool Sunland International 

(primary).  
Finally the winning artworks 

were by Izzy Blok of Sotogrande 
International School (secondary) 
and Sophia Kuznetsova of Aloha 
College (primary). 

Now, with the end of term in 

sight, children will be looking for-
ward to a well-earned rest - but if 
there are any moments of boredom 
in the summer holidays they could 
always brush up their talents ready 
for next year’s SUR in English Edu-
cation and Learning supplement.

Students, parents, judges and staff at the SUR in English offices. :: SALVADOR SALAS

Young artists, storytellers and poets receive their certificates following  their 
success in the Education and Learning supplement earlier this year

Full marks from SUR in English
THE WRITERS

Seve Bonvini. :: S. S.

Agastya Bhat. 

THE POETS

Emily Simmons. :: S. S.

THE ARTISTS

Mercedez Zurburg. :: S. S.

Izzy Blok with her headmaster and teacher. Sophia Kuznetsova next to her painting.
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S
o, you started out search-
ing for a video about how 
to fix a washing machine 
door hinge and seven 

hours later you’re watching Betty 
Stove and Evonne Goolagong win-
ning a women’s doubles tourna-
ment in Philadelphia in 1975. Such 
are the caprices and the vagaries 
of the infinite internet resource 
which is YouTube. 

Actually, this is just my way of 
explaining how I found myself star-
ing agog at a song by the pop singer 
Pink yesterday. 

What seemed like only minutes 
before I was idly perusing a very 
tubby Francis Lee diving clumsily 
in the penalty area for Manches-
ter City and yet by some weird 
combination of osmosis and witch-
craft here I was now, listening to 
a tune called Perfect (actually with 
an expletive in the real title) and 
it was, let me tell you, absolutely 
horrible on every level. Admittedly, 
the target audience for this stuff 
is twelve year old girls and I don’t 

suppose the baldy fifty-something 
bloke demographic is a market Mrs 
Pink would be terribly interested 
in, but even so it was astonishingly 
bad, especially the lyrics. The gist 
can be gleaned from this bewilder-
ing couplet: 

‘Pretty, pretty please, don’t you 
ever ever feel 

Like you’re less than ****** 
perfect.’ 

I suppose the well intentioned 
idea is to help young girls with their 
self esteem but this guff is surely 
going to have totally the opposite 
effect. Nobody’s perfect - except 
Kenny Dalglish, obviously - and 
that’s the whole point. In my ex-
perience, people who understand 
this fundamental truth are gener-
ally far happier and more well bal-
anced individuals. 

So, I’m thinking of sending and 
alternative lyric to The Pinkstress 
and asking her to rethink her 
strategy. 

‘Dear Mrs. Pink,   
 Please consider the following 

minor adjustment to the lyrical 
content of your song Perfect 
(which, ironically, is far from it): 

Pretty, pretty please, don’t you 
ever feel like you’re more than just 
one of 7.7 billion people presently 
on the planet.. tum tee tum tee 
tum.. and swearing in a song 
doesn’t make you look tough and 
independent just a bit rude and 
unimaginative to be honest, espe-
cially if you’re twelve... tum tee 
tum tee tum...’ 

Ok, it’s not quite Leonard Co-
hen but I think a few thousand 
teenagers singing along to that 
might make the world a better 
place. Who knows, some of them 
may even get round to tidying their 
bedrooms on an annual basis.  

We can leave boys’ songs and 
the damage they’re doing to soci-
ety to another occasion because 
right now I have to dash - there’s 
a jolly decent chap called Chuck in 
Arkansas who’s very kindly going 
to show me how to fix a washing 
machine door hinge.

Pink flawed
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

W
hile some are still 
digesting the results 
of the 26 May local 
elections - and oth-

ers have forgotten them already - 
we are still in that limbo period 
when the councillors have been 
elected but not yet installed in 
their seats. 

More importantly, in a large 
number of cities, towns and vil-
lages where there has been no over-
all majority, we know who is go-
ing to occupy the seats but we still 
don’t know who is going to be boss. 

So, while parties hold their 
meetings to see who is going to 
give whom a leg up to the mayor’s 
chair on 15 June, and what they’ll 
get in return for their help, every-
one else is “acting”. 

The Spanish expression used for 

someone occupying their position 
temporarily until its rightful owner 
takes over is “en funciones” which 
at least sounds a lot more sensible 
and serious than the English ver-
sion - “acting”.  

It ought to be quite disturbing 
to think that practically all the 
politicians in charge of govern-
ments on a local, regional and na-
tional level at the moment are just 
“acting”. Disturbing, or at least 

ironic, when you consider that 
even when immersed in their full 
role, politicians can often be ac-
cused of putting on an act. 

In Spain at the moment we have 
an acting prime minister (Pedro 
Sánchez) who won the general 
election in April but needs a little 
bit of help from other groups in 
Congreso before he can carry on 
with his job and shed the “acting”. 

At the same time though, sev-
eral regional authorities also need 
to negotiate pacts, agreements or 
coalitions, leading to the situation 
where parties are saying “I’ll vote 
help you here, if you support me 
there”.  

No mention of “acting” in the 
interests of the people who voted 
for a party because they liked their 
proposals, their ideology and be-

lieved their promises. 
Parties have to talk and compro-

mise to allow leaders to stop acting 
and get on with the job. These com-
promises, though, ought to be based 
on what their potential partners 
want to do to improve the country, 
town or region, not on who is 
scratching whose back elsewhere. 

On a municipal level we only 
have to keep writing “acting” be-
fore everybody’s title for another 
week as Sunday 15 June is dead-
line day. 

Hopefully the central govern-
ment will also get its act together 
soon so that our politicians can 
stop acting and start working to 
keep all their promises. 

That’s if they can remember the 
difference between acting and real 
life.

Everyone’s  
acting

RACHEL HAYNES

IDÍGORAS

Eagles success

On Friday 17 May a group of us 
joined several hundred others 
at The Moonlight Bar in 
Benalmádena to totally enjoy 
The Desperados, Eagles tribute 
band, and by sheer chance it was 
a full moon. 

The six highly skilled musi-
cians led by well known enter-
tainer Steve Nelson, played all 
the Eagles classics in a two-hour 
concert with a standing ovation 
after each number. We have 
seen The Eagles live twice, and 
the without doubt the Despera-
dos were very close in every 

way to the best selling Ameri-
can country rock band.  

From start to finish with bril-
liant harmonies, and frequent 
guitar changes they were su-
perb, and with the excellent 
sound system and dramatic 
lighting it was one of the best 
ever shows of this kind we have 
seen in our 30 years on the 
Costa. It was great to see Steve 
and Jeff Guitar Johnstone back 
together on stage.   

 
BRIAN AND ELAINE HAYHURST  

BY EMAIL

Don’t drop your 
guard - the gas 
impostors are back 

The dreaded gas men are back! 
I just had to get rid of a guy who 
had called at a house in Iznájar 
where some English people 
were staying.  

He told them the gas instal-
lation needed to be inspected 
to comply with Rural Tourism 
regulations.  

After a fairly heated argu-
ment (the couple rang me to 
talk to him as they don’t speak 
Spanish) he put the phone 
down on me.  

Perhaps because I told him 
that there had been no postal 

notification of his visit and he 
would need to ensure a letter 
was sent to the address before 
he came back.  

I said I was going to ring 
Cepsa and he cut me off and 
scarpered.  

I think the hire car in the 
drive and the rural tourism sign 
probably convinced him to try 
his luck.  

Incidentally the only gas ap-
pliance, the hob, was literally 
replaced just a week ago, with 
new hose and ‘alcachofa’ so I 
knew straight away his claim 
that it needed changing was a 
lie.  
  
ANNE BANKS 

BY EMAIL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We accept letters by email (surinenglish.su@diariosur.es), post or fax, but they must include identification 
and a telephone number, and be exclusive to SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions 
expressed by contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily reflect those of the 
publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced without written permission from the publishers.
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Director General: JOSÉ LUIS ROMERO
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Editor:  
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If I pass with good 
enough marks I‛m going 
to study physiotherapy

If not, I could 
be a town 

councillor, or a 
minister, you 
don‛t need  

anything for 
that
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S
tarting off in revues pro-
duced by her aunt’s danc-
ing school during the 
1940s, 82-year-old British 

expat Gloria Nicholls has enjoyed 
an entertainment career that has 
lasted for almost 80 years. Today, 
the Mollina-based performer has 
virtually retired from the stage, al-
though she now uses her fascinat-
ing experiences to raise funds for 
several Malaga-based charities. 

Gloria was born in Lambeth, Lon-
don, and first set foot on stage when 
she was just three years old. Her 
grandfather was a showman called 
Isaac ‘Jack’ Nicholls, while her grand-
mother was a ballet dancer in a cir-
cus. Her parents were in the amuse-
ment business, so Gloria was sur-
rounded by the entertainment world 
from birth. Her aunt owned and ran 
the Nichollet School of Dancing in 
Battersea until she died of cancer at 
just 27. The school was taken over 
by one of her cousins, and Gloria be-
gan to help with its daily running.  

The aspiring dancer knew from a 
tender age that she was destined for 
the showbiz world, but her dreams 
were shattered by World War II. 
When the war ended, Gloria joined 
The Regal Entertainers concert party 
and this was to be the start of a long 
and enjoyable career rubbing shoul-
ders with some of Britain’s top en-
tertainers. Gloria stayed with the 
company for two years, performing 
two shows a week and earning 35 
shillings per show. 

At the age of 17, she performed at 
a dancing competition held at the 
renowned Windmill Theatre, where 
she met Lillian Rowley. Rowley was 
a celebrated dancer and choreogra-
pher who helped many young per-
formers towards successful careers, 
and she quickly noticed that Gloria 
had an incredible talent and advised 
her to take up dancing profession-
ally. Gloria’s father had no desire to 
let his daughter enter the world of 
entertainment, but her mother in-
tervened and took her to a meeting 
at Rowley’s office, where she was 
offered a lucrative contract with Ce-
cil Buckingham Productions.   

“I was offered seven pounds a 
week and a rise of ten shillings each 
year. It was a seven-year contract 
that would take me abroad, but I 
turned it down because my mother 
was very ill and I knew that she 
didn’t have long to live,” Gloria ex-
plains to SUR in English.  

Instead, Gloria formed her own 
company called the Beaux Belles, 
with which she wrote and produced 
shows for 35 years. As well as pro-
ducing the shows, Gloria also de-
signed the costumes, and the com-

pany went on to perform at some of 
the UK’s top venues, including Stars 
and Garters in Leicester Square. 

“I formed the Beaux Belles, which 
I produced, costumed and ran for 35 
years. I also wrote and produced pan-

tomimes and we performed at many 
of the major theatres in England and 
Wales,” she says. 

Mixing with the stars 
The Beaux Belles went on to per-

form all over the UK, entertaining 
audiences at Butlins and Haven holi-
day camps, and venturing further 
afield to places like Spain, Germany, 
Dubai and Canada. They also regu-
larly appeared on radio and televi-
sion, collaborating with some of the 
top personalities of the era: these in-
cluded Ted Rogers, Dick Emery, 
Hugie Green, Arthur English, Roy 
Castle and Ken Dodd. 

“We worked with some wonder-
ful people, especially Ken Dodd, who 
was someone very special. He was 
a lovely man. We performed with 
him at Butlins during the 1980s and 
he was so polite. He was a showman 
and he never stopped working: it 
was difficult to get him off stage,” 
Gloria recalls affectionately. 

Because of her husband’s work 
commitments, in 2002 Gloria moved 
to Mollina near Antequera. She soon 
formed an amateur theatre group 
(Mollina Artist Group), with which 
she performed an array of shows for 
local charities, including La Asocia-
ción Los Girasoles de Ara, a Malaga-
based association formed by a group 
of parents to cater for people with 
intellectual disabilities.  

Gloria remained active on the lo-
cal amateur theatrical scene for many 
years, before she decided that maybe 
the time had come to hang up her 
dancing shoes, but she soon realised 
that her days in the limelight were 
not quite over. Her friends in Mollina 
were fascinated by tales of the Lon-
don music hall scene and the never-
ending list of famous personalities 
Gloria had worked with over the years, 
and so she was soon persuaded to or-
ganise a series of talks based on her 
life in showbiz. Gloria has no plans 
to retire and she has decided to con-
tinue giving talks about her life in or-
der to raise funds for worthy causes.   

“I am 82 now and I thought it was 
time to retire, but I found that peo-
ple were interested in my life in 
show business. I don’t think I’ll ever 
retire:  showbiz is my life.” the tire-
less entertainer concludes.  

Remembering  a 
lifetime in showbiz

Gloria Nicholls first set foot on stage when she was 
just three years old and she went on to perform with 
some of the UK’s most popular celebrities. 
She now raises funds for charity by offering 
talks about her fascinating life in  
show business

IN THE FRAME

The 82-year-old entertainer during a recent 
talk about her life in show business. :: SUR

“I thought it was time  
to retire, but I found 
that people were 
interested in my life” 

TONY                  
BRYANT
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:: ASH BOLTON 

MARBELLA. A fundraising dinner 
at Marbella’s Villa Tiberio restaurant 
raised 40,000 for the UK’s Children 
with Cancer charity last Sunday. 

Hundreds of guests dug deep at 
the Italian restaurant on the Golden 
Mile during the event that also fea-
tured a raffle and entertainment. 

The event was hosted by Sandro 
Morelli, who was originally encour-

aged to open the restaurant by James 
Bond star Sean Connery, told SUR 
in English: “It feels very good to have 
raised this amount of money for this 
worthy charity. As you get older you 
start to see life in a different way, and 
to help children with cancer is a won-
derful thing.“I’d like to thank eve-
ryone who came for helping.” 

Over the past few years Sandro 
has held a number of fundraisers at 

the restaurant, raising over 500,000 
euros for Children with Cancer UK 
and more than 160,000 euros for the 
Costa del Sol-based charity Cudeca. 

As reported in SUR in English ear-
lier this year, Sandro received 
Cudeca’s Golden Pin Award at the 
charity’s annual presentation last 
April, in recognition of his years of 
fundraising.  

Since it opened 30 years ago, the 
restaurant has seen its fair share of 
celebrities walk though its doors 
such as Charlton Heston, Shirley 
Bassey and Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

For more information, visit 
www.villatiberio.com

Marbella dinner party raises 
40,000 euros for charity

Sandro and guests at the dinner party. :: SUR

FOTA enjoys an end of 
season lunch while Age 
Concern Fuengirola and 
Mijas sail along the coast  

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

FOTA 

Summer Lunch 
At the end of May, members and 
guests of FOTA (Friends Of The 
Theatre Association) enjoyed lunch 
at La Farola restaurant in Fuengirola. 
Their last event of the season will be 
on 13 June when they are holding an 
anniversary party at Valparaiso 
restaurant with entertainment by  
The Jersey Boys. The group have lots 
of activities planned for when they 
start up again in September. If you 
are interested in joining, call Val 
Williams on 951313257.  

Age Concern Fuengirola and Mijas 

Mini-cruise 
Around 45 members and guests of 
Age Concern enjoyed a mini-cruise 
which took them from Fuengirola 
to Benalmádena. They were able to 

take lots of photos of the beautiful 
coastline and have lunch in a 
restaurant of their choice. Age 
Concern holds weekly meetings and 
monthly lunches with plenty of 
social events inbetween.    

41 Club Nerja 

New chairman welcomed 
Retiring chairman of the 41 Club 
Nerja, Bernard Clarke, handed over 
to Alfie Fornear at the club’s recent 
AGM.  This is the 15th year of 41 Club 
Nerja, which currently has 45 
members who are all ex-Round 
Tablers from ten European countries. 
Under the new chairman, the club 
is looking forward to a year of new 
ideas as well as a birthday party in 
October. The club meets twice a 
month on the first and third 
Thursdays. Visit 41clubnerja.org or 
ring Alfie on 626998626.

A new chairman, a club 
lunch and a mini-cruise 

SOCIETY SCENE

Members and guests of FOTA had lunch at La Farola restaurant in Fuengirola. :: SUR

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es Age Concern enjoy a mini cruise. :: SURBernard Clarke hands over to Alfie Fornear. :: SUR
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DEBBIE  
BARTLETT

O
n 7 June 1969 numer-
ous meetings took place 
and the final prepara-
tions were under way 

for Spain to close the border with 
Gibraltar, a move scheduled to take 
place the following day after Gen-
eral Franco was angered at the pros-
pect of Gibraltar’s new Constitu-
tion. He feared this would nega-
tively effect Spain’s sovereignty 
claim over the Rock, which 
had been ceded to Brit-
ain in perpetuity un-
der the Treaty of 
Utrecht in 1713. 

 According to 
the press of the 
time, which of 
course was State- 
controlled, the dras-
tic decision to close 
the border and cut 
off all types of com-
munication with Gibraltar was 
welcomed by the Spanish popula-

tion. There was certainly a great 
deal of gleeful rabble-rousing in the 
newspapers: the 8 June edition of 
SUR, for example, proclaimed that 
from the next day Gibraltar would 
be forced to halt all construction 
work because it would have lost its 
1,500 Spanish building workers, as 
well as nearly 2,000 Spaniards em-
ployed in servicing ships, and it 
would lose a huge amount of in-

come because of this, as well 
as the money spent by 

ships’ crews in local 
shops. Spanish peo-

ple from La Línea 
were also working 
in shops and as 
bakers, electri-
cians and mechan-

ics etc in Gibraltar. 
They all had to 
leave before the 
border closed: abso-

lutely nobody was to be allowed 
to cross, under any circumstances, 

and all communications and sup-
plies were to be cut off.  

The approximately 4,800 Span-
ish citizens who lost their jobs in 
Gibraltar were reassured by the 
Franco regime that they would not 
suffer in any way whatsoever. They 
would receive money for enough 
time to enable them to find another 

job in Spain, and new industries 
would be built in the area. Sadly, 
the situation was not positive for 
La Línea. The population gradually 
reduced by half, from around 80,000 
to 40,000, and the economy of the 
area suffered greatly. There were 
protests and demands for the bor-
der to be reopened.   

The closure tore families apart. 
Gibraltar turned to Morocco for la-
bour and food, and strengthened 
its ties with the UK. The closure 
also shaped Gibraltarians’sense of 
identity as a people. Franco’s at-
tempt to bring Gibraltar to its knees 
failed. It survived. 

After 13 difficult years, the bor-
der reopened for pedestrians on 15 
December 1982, and fully on 5 
Februrary 1985, as a prerequisite 
for Spain joining the EC.  

Gibraltar border closure finalised

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Frontera Frontier 

Cerrar To close 

Cierre Closure 

Ordenar To order 

Soberanía Sovereignty 

Familias Families 

Trabajadores Workers 

Turistas Tourists 

Comunicaciones 

Communications 

Aislado Isolated 

Separado Separated 

Reabrir To reopen 

Vehículo Vehicle 

El Peñón The Rock 

Identidad Identity 

Constitución Constitution 

Protestas Protests

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

 7 JUNE 1969

The Rock was totally cut off from Spain for 13 years. :: AFP
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The 4,800 Spanish workers in Gibraltar had to 
leave but were promised by the Franco regime 
that they would not suffer in any way

Franco. :: SUR
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:: RACHEL HAYNES 

MALAGA. The Escuela Oficial de 
Idiomas (official language school) 
gives its students of English extra 

optional homework once a year: 
to enter its annual short story com-
petition. While organised from the 
Malaga school, the contest is open 

to students of English at EOIs across 
Andalucía. 

Every year the school’s own 
judges select their three top en-

tries and the SUR in English edi-
torial team then have the honour 
and privilege of choosing the win-
ner. Of all the tasks facing the 

newsroom, this is one of the most 
enjoyable. 

 To be able to move readers when 
writing in a foreign language is a 
skill that few can claim to dominate. 
We hope you enjoy this year’s three 
winning stories as much as we did.

Learning English and other stories
SUR in English collaborates with the EOI’s annual short story competition

A
nne was on her way 
home after a long and 
stressful day. Her life 
had become a meaning-

less daily grind. She worked, ate 
and slept, and started over again 
every day, as in an infinite loop. 
She had worked so hard to achieve 
her professional goals that she had 
forgotten about her personal life. 
Or maybe that was her goal: to for-
get. Every day, when she came 
back home, she promised herself 
to change, to look at herself in the 
mirror without glasses. Neverthe-
less, the next day she would do the 
same: work and more work. It’s so 
easy to fall into a routine, to find 
reasons not to do something, not 
to come out of your shell. How-
ever, unexpected life events hap-
pen, everything can change in an 
instant, and that day would be the 
day that the flutter of a butterfly’s 
wings would change everything. 

When she got to her apartment, 
she found an old red suitcase in 
front of the door. She thought it 
might belong to her neighbour, 
Jane. She was a pilot and her best 
friend in town, so she decided to 
keep the suitcase until her return. 
As soon as she took it into her liv-
ing room, Leona, the cat, came over 
to sniff it. Its smell was a complete 
story to her. We, humans, use our 
eyes to read stories; cats use their 
nose to smell them. Leona climbed 
onto the suitcase, causing it to fall 
and open. Music came out of the 
suitcase. Music she had heard a 
thousand times, music which 
transported her in time and in 
space. The music was coming from 
an old wooden music box. The lid 
had a drawing of a four-pointed 
star. She opened it and she saw a 
butterfly breaking out of its chrysa-
lis, twirling as the music played. 
It was a Blue Morpho, one of the 

most beautiful butterflies ever, 
which gets its name from the 
Greek epithet for Aphrodite. She 
saw herself as a child, in her 
grandma’s house, listening to the 
same music, hidden in the base-
ment.  Inside the red suitcase there 
was a letter and a flight ticket be-
side the music box. The letter had 
her name written in large curved 
handwriting: “To Anne.” She 
opened the envelope. As she held 
up the letter, her heart started to 
beat very fast, she knew this hand-
writing. She had received many 
letters from the same person a long 
time ago. The person to whom she 
had given her first kiss, in her 
grandma’s basement, while she 
was listening to the same music 
that she was listening to now.  

“Dear Anne, 
I could tell you that I’m tired of 

pretending, I could tell you that 
I’m braver than ever, I could tell 
you that I finally understood who 
I really am, and I wouldn’t be ly-
ing. But, I wouldn’t be honest ei-
ther. The truth is simpler than 
that. I’m dying. All of us are dy-
ing in some way from the moment 
we’re born. But now, I’m aware 
that my life is really short, as that 
of a butterfly. And, like a butter-
fly, I have broken out of my 
chrysalis. I don’t want to be the 
great pretender anymore. I want 
my last kiss to be with the same 
person I kissed for the first time, 
with no need to hide in the base-
ment anymore. Fly with me, 
wherever the wind may take us.  

Waiting for you, Olivia” 
A tear rolled down her cheek. 

She didn’t know if she felt sadness 
or happiness, or both. She opened 
the music box again and thought, 
while looking at the twirling but-
terfly, that this would be the easi-
est decision she would ever make.

1ST RUNNER-UP: ALICIA RAMÍREZ CRESPO

Alicia Ramírez 
Crespo 

Born in Jaén in 1976, 
Alicia holds a degree 
in Translation and In-
terpretation by the 
University of Granada. 
She works as a civil ser-

vant and is a passionate reader 
and traveller. Among her fa-

vourite reads she includes 
Mary Shelley, Jane Aus-

tin, The Brontë Sisters, 
Virginia Woolf, Patri-
cia Highsmith and 
many others. This is 

her first time she has 
been published.

D
avid was one of my high 
school mates. You know, 
one of those bloody char-
ismatic blokes that all girls 

always fall in love with. I wouldn’t 
say he was handsome, not even rug-
gedly handsome, with his enormous 
hooked nose, medium-sized pitch-
black shifty eyes and thin, bloodless 
lips. Actually there was something 
devilish in his sophisticated gaze and 
cunning smile. Rumor had it that he 
was secretly in love with me. 

 However, a friendship developed 
between us, at first an uneasy one, 
then more and more solid - at times 
looking more like rivalry. We always 
competed to see who got better 
marks or who was the most amus-
ing and popular in our crew while 
still seizing every chance to mock 
each other. 

Well, long story short, let me tell 
you about something extraordinary 
that happened to us on 31 October. 
That evening the plan was to go to-
gether to our friend’s ancient coun-
try house to celebrate Halloween. 
So, David asked me to pick him up 
from the gas station where he was 
moonlighting as an attendant. That 
year I decided to dress up as an an-
gel, don’t ask me why. 

As it was a peak hour in that direc-
tion down the main road, I decided 
to do what I had already adopted as 
the best strategy, that is to drive 
around the traffic jam by using the 
narrow unpaved country road among 
wheat fields that only local farmers 
knew about. 

So, I was driving alone singing just 
released local hits without a care in 
the world. Suddenly a nun with big 
sunglasses stepped out of the bushes 
and stuck out her thumb. I stopped. 
The first thing I could think of was 
that on the eve of Halloween some-
one had decided to play a hilarious 
joke on me. Although I must say that 
in spite of her eyes being concealed 
because of the darkened glasses, she 
looked so damned authentic in her 
nun’s robes that I was about to ex-
claim “Nice gear, mate!” but a higher 
power buttoned my lips. 

“Where are you going?” - I asked 
her hesitantly. 

“It’s near, my daughter, just over 
the gas station” - replied the nun in 
a polite but strangely static voice, al-
most as monotonous as the fields be-
hind her. 

She got in the backseat. Again I re-

minded myself that it was Hallow-
een. Best not to say too much and 
just let the prank play itself out. How-
ever, the more I kept checking her 
pale, almost transparent and emo-
tionless face in my rear view mirror 
the more I was convinced she was a 
real nun. I started feeling uncom-
fortable in my ridiculous ‘angel’ out-
fit. Maybe it offended her?  “I need 
to pick up my friend at the gas sta-
tion” - I apologized. She only nodded 
at me in the rear view mirror.  

At the station I saw David all 
dressed up. “My God,” I gasped, “not 
THAT!” - It was an authentic devil in 
the flesh! He could not have done a 
better job!  Nun, devil and angel in 
the same car, can you imagine?! But 
who would have thought I would 
meet a nun on 31 October among 
wheat fields while on my way to col-
lect the Devil himself! Knowing 
David, I was praying he would re-
frain from inappropriate jokes.   

However, he greeted me without 
fanfare and got in the front seat as if 
oblivious to the nun sitting in the 
back. 

 “I have to give my passenger a lift, 
just behave yourself!” I implored 
him. He seemed confused but did 
not say a word. Odd. But I ignored it, 
worrying about our ridiculous cos-
tumes instead.  

I had no choice but to drive on. 
Thankfully, it wasn’t long before the 
nun said abruptly “Here”.  

“But there is nothing around here 
besides wheat fields!” I exclaimed. 
“We can bring you to the exact place, 
no problem!” 

She did not hesitate in her reply. 
“There is a path toward God here, but 
not everyone can find it. Just leave 
me right here”.  

I shrugged and stopped my car. 
“Thank you my dear, you are an 

angel indeed. And don’t soil yourself 
with a man like this devil. He is not 
your destiny. Angels and demons 
don’t belong together.”  She slid out 
of the car.  

I smiled at her. However, as I 
glanced back, I couldn’t spot her. Ap-
parently, she had vanished into the 
wheat fields. 

 I stopped my car again.  
“Where is she?”  I asked David . 
“Who?”  
“The nun!”   
“Which nun?”  
“My passenger, who else?”   
 “What the hell you are talking 

about? Why did we stop again? I 
thought you were taking the mickey 
out of me because of Halloween, talk-
ing to yourself like that. Stop having 
me on! Let’s go!” 

The short conversation with David 
made my blood run cold. Despite be-
ing scared stiff I tried to conceal it 
and continued driving. We were quiet 
the entire rest of the trip.  

During the celebration David be-
came his usual self, but I kept think-
ing about that nun from the wheat 
fields. Nevertheless, in a few hours 
David started getting nervous, ask-
ing everyone if they had seen his 
friend Mary.  

The doorbell rang. Everybody be-
gan whispering and giggling.  When 
Mary appeared in her nun’s robes and 
sunglasses, David and our crew col-
lapsed in laughter. Never had I felt 
so foolish and deluded.  

“Well done Mary! Great job! Im-
peccable! I almost believed you!” 
David was glorifying her while dy-
ing with laughter. 

However, Mary remained silent 
and seemed a little surprised. 

“Come on! Stop playing!” he ex-
claimed. 

“I don’t know what you are talk-
ing about. I fell asleep and woke up 
just two hours ago, too late for your 
prank. I’m so sorry about that.”  

An abrupt silence fell where laugh-
ter was supposed to erupt. With a 
snide grin that I had no control over, 
I stared at David. He immediately 
looked away, and despite all that paint 
smeared over his face I noticed him 
growing pale as death. 

Among Wheat Fields

2ND RUNNER-UP: ANNA GARASHCHUK

Anna Garashchuk 

Anna was born in Jabarovsk, 
Russia. She was part of the doc-
torate programme 
for Economy by 
the University 
of Malaga and 
has published 
an article on 
European and 
Asian economy. 
She confesses to be a 
passionate about classical Rus-
sian and English literature. Last 
year she came in fourth in our 
Short Story Contest. 

Blue Morpho

EOI SHORT STORY CONTEST 2019
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W
hen the magician 
pulled that dead 
pigeon out of the 
top hat, the audi-

ence fell silent. Then he held a 
revolver and pointed at them one 
by one. A skeptical chill spread 
through the room. The disturb-
ing makeup of the artist reflected 
an icy image, as if the tricks with 
which he had entertained the 
crowd until then were only arti-
fices used to lure them into that 
macabre trap. 

While the illusionist was aim-
ing at them silently, his look hard-
ened. The uncertainty about the 
tenor that the show was taking 
had left everybody paralyzed. 
Taking advantage of the surprise, 
the magician lowered the 
weapon, opened it and extracted 
all the bullets. He showed them 
moving his hand from side to side 
so that the audience could count 
them carefully. Eight. Then, very 
slowly, allowing everyone to see 
all his movements, he took one, 
loaded it, closed the gun and spun 
the cylinder: they were going to 

play Russian roulette.  
The public remained expec-

tant, not knowing what to think. 
Their eccentric host had invited 
them to a party in his house, as 
on other occasions. Anyone would 
say that he enjoyed surprising his 
guests, testing their limits and 
observing their reactions, but this 
time he was not in the room.  

The magician now moved with 
stealth on the small stage located 
almost at eye level with the view-
ers, like a poacher stalking his 
prey. He stood next to a fat man 
in the front row who, pale and 
sweaty, looked at him, terrified. 
He aimed at his forehead and 
fired.  

The sound of the hammer hit-
ting the firing pin resounded in 
the room. The man, unable to re-
act, opened a pair of frightened 
eyes. Then, he snorted and slipped 
down the chair, holding his chest 
with his hand. The magician 
smiled at him as if it had been 
fate and not him who wanted to 
spare his life. 

Then, he walked away slowly 

and went to the other side, se-
lecting a new victim. 

The host’s wife made a nerv-
ous gesture and turned around 
looking for her hus-
band once more. 
She scanned the 
room anxiously, but 
couldn’t spot him in 
the semi-darkness.  

She could barely 
control her agita-
tion. She did not 
want to disturb the 
rest of the audience 
even more, but she 
found the whole 
situation too 
strange. She reached 
for her cell phone in 
the bag that was 
hanging on the back of her chair 
without success. Then she heard 
a few steps coming towards her. 
She turned her head and saw the 
pistol inches away from her head. 
She jumped up, stepped back and 
gave the magician the challeng-
ing look of a cornered beast in her 
last moments. He fixed his un-

hinged eyes on her, tensed his 
arm and shot. Nothing happened.  

Before anyone could react, the 
artist returned to the centre of 
the stage laughing with irony. He 
looked at the observers mock-
ingly, placed the barrel on his 
temple with a theatrical gesture, 
paused and pulled the trigger.  

The sound of the shot caused 
a tremor that expanded through-
out the room. The man collapsed 
heavily on the ground with his 
eyes open and a stupid expres-
sion of surprise. His black cape 
flew and covered him completely 
as blood trickled from beneath. 
At the end of the room someone 
fainted. The buzz of death rose 
to the ceiling.  

From the first row, almost in 
shock, a boy sprang to his feet, 
approached the corpse and lifted 
the cloth cautiously. There was 
no one underneath.  

At that moment the host en-
tered the room clapping and 
laughing, shouting “bravo”. His 
wife swung to him furiously. This 
time he had gone too far.

The Magician

WINNER: CARMEN PÉREZ MARTÍN

Carmen Pérez 
Martín 

Born in Granada in 1976, Car-
men is a qualified pharmacist 
by the University of Granada. 
She is currently working as a 
vocational schoolteacher. 
Among her hobbies are read-
ing, writing, mountain sports, 
music and the cinema.

EOI SHORT STORY CONTEST 2019
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GARDENING

There are a total of six species of 
Melianthus in the Francoaceae fam-
ily, all of which are native to the 
arid regions of southern Africa, in-
cluding Lesotho and Namibia.  

One of the most popular species 
for gardens is Melianthus comosus 

as it is of medium size, reaching 
around 70cm to one metre in 
height, compared to M. major which 
can grow to over two metres high.  

M. comosus is not fussy about 
soil and is drought resistant once 
established. It should be cut back 

regularly to keep it compact and 
encourage new growth as the 
leaves form in clusters at the ends 
of the branches and with time the 
older, lower stems become bare. 

The leaves are finely serrated 
and a grey- green in colour on the 
surface and gold underneath. They 
produce a strange odour when 
bruised which some people find 

offensive while others compare 
it to the smell of fresh hazel-

nuts. This smell has earned 
it the name of ‘touch-me-
not’ in its native country.  

The leaves contain toxic 
compounds but are tradi-
tionally used externally in 
poultices and lotions to 
treat snake bites, infected 

wounds and sores, bruises, 
backache and ease rheumatic 

pain in joints. A decoction is 
also used as a face wash to cure 

skin conditions such as acne.   
The green and pink flowers of 

M. comosus are produced in 
spring  and the copious black nec-
tar, which often overflows and 
runs down the stems, is visible 
through the semi-transparent se-
pals. This sweet nectar, which 
can stain if you get it on your 
clothes, attracts lots of insects, 
especially bees.  

After the flowers are over, at-
tractive four-sided capsules form 
and dangle from the stems. Each 
capsule contains around eight, 
shiny black seeds. M. comosus 
propagates easily from seed and 
can be invasive in damp condi-
tions. In parts of Australia it is 
classified as a noxious weed as it 
has colonised river banks, using 
the flow of the water to carry the 
seed downstream.   

 The Greek word ‘meli’ means 
‘honey’ and ‘anthos’ means 
‘flower’.  Comosus means ‘with a 
tuft of hair or leaves’. 

A low maintenance, drought resilient perennial with 
grey-green serrated leaves and striking flowers 

Melianthus comosus

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

Caroline Sellers travels 
around the province and 
further afield with her 
camera and recently visited 
Motril where she saw this 
stunning tree in full bloom. 
It is a beautiful specimen 
of Silver or Silky Oak al-
though not related to 
Quercus (true oak) at all. 
The botanical name is Gre-
villea robusta and it is na-
tive to Australia.

ANTIPODEAN 

‘OAK’ TREE IN 

MOTRIL

READERS’ PHOTOS

PHOTOS

M. comosus and close up of flowers and pods. ::  FLICKR/WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

Kath Blyth brought this plant to Spain from her friend’s gar-
den in the UK. It’s Oxalis triangularis and although this one 
has white flowers, some have pink. It grows from tiny corms 
and does best in full shade with infrequent watering. 

PURPLE CLOVER

:: KATH BLYTH

:: CAROLINE SELLERS
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L
eafing through the Span-
ish pages of Wikipedia, it 
is interesting to see the 
lists of writers, musi-

cians, bullfighters and conquista-
dores  featured. However, only 
two chefs are mentioned, José 
Andrés and Ferran Adriá, but 
since we are on the cusp of see-
ing, hopefully, a conquest that is 
newsworthy, that of Quique Da-
costa, perhaps he will also earn a 
Wikipedia place.  

By the time you read this, 
Quique’s restaurant, known as 
Arros QD, with 140 covers and a 
thousand square metres, will 
have been inaugurated in Brit-
ain’s capital. The theme is paella, 
and all the rice dishes will be 
cooked over open fires using dif-
ferent woods to influence and en-
hance the taste. We wish him 
well of course, but there is a long 
history of Spanish chefs who 
have tried to emulate their na-
tional triumphs in other coun-
tries - with a spectacular failure 
rate. David Muñoz, whose Madrid 
DiverXO restaurant has three 
Michelin stars, appears to have 
had problems with his London 
StreetyXO. He recently bought 
out the 38 investors who had fi-
nanced the project, at a cost of 
three and a half million euros.  

Nevertheless there has always 
been a mistaken belief that if a 
restaurant works in, say, Madrid, 
Marbella or Valencia, it must 
therefore be capable of taking 
London by storm. On the other 

hand, experience shows that this 
risky formula is not backed up by 
historical facts.  

Even Marbella’s indomitable 
and highly capable Dani García 
will never forget the day he 
turned up for work as usual at his 
New York restaurant. He found it 
closed by order of his financial 
partners – who had taken the de-
cision without even telling Dani. 

London, with Brexit pending 
and an unprecedented exodus of 
foreign workers, hardly seems the 
best location to open a new paella 
place. Even the UK’s favourite 
chef, TV personality and cook-
book writer, Jamie Oliver, has had 
to close six of his ten London res-
taurants recently, with ten mil-
lion euros of losses, although he 
still has 89 restaurants in 24 
countries.

ANDREW J. LINN 

CONQUERORS OR 

CONQUERED?                           

Gonzaga 2016 

There is such a plethora of red 
wine from La Rioja that even the 
experts get baffled occasionally. I 
often taste a wine and think 
‘Why do they bother?’  Fortu-
nately this Gonzaga 2016 is 
above average 
on a 
price/value ra-
tio, made 
with 96% 
Tempranillo, 
and at €15.50 
worth buying.

WINE OF THE WEEK

This year’s ‘guest territory’ 
at Malaga’s Gastronomy 
Festival is Jaén, famous for 
its 66 million olive trees 
and tender Segureño lamb  

:: ISABEL MÉNDEZ 

MALAGA. Eleven restaurants 
(Cávea, Takumi, La Niña Bonita, Ba-
tik, Yubá, Ali-Olé, La Medusa, Casa 
Bellota, La Calle Burguer, Bertani 
and Excelsia) today, and until Sun-
day in the Plaza de La Marina, will 
be offering their star dishes as part 
of the Malaga Gastronomy Festival.  

They will be sharing the space 
with exhibitors from Sabor a Málaga 
and one dedicated to Jaén, ‘guest 
territory’ of this year’s edition.  

The stand for the provincial gov-
ernment will be promoting 
Malaga’s wines and cheeses and 

has invited renowned chefs for the 
Sabor a Málaga competition. They 
will also be demonstrating their 
skills at various cooking demon-
strations. Cruzcampo will be of-

fering tastings of their range of 
beers (until Saturday) and Jaén, 
will be offering tastings of its ol-
ive oil and a chance to try tender 
Segureño lamb (on Sunday). 

A very tasty outlook forecast 
for this weekend in Malaga

The Malaga Gastronomy Festival is on until Sunday. :: SUR
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EXHIBITIONS 

Marbella Design Academy 
Monda. 14 June, 8pm. Marbella de-
sign Academy, Camino Hoyanca. 
The graphic design and interior 
architect students will be 
displaying their projects and the 
fashion design students will be 
showcasing their collections on the 
runway accompanied by music. 
Food and drink available. Call: 952 
45 70 90 ext. 1 or 5 or email: 
info@marbella-design-
academy.com More information is 

on the website: 
www.designschool.com 

Gibraltar border anniversary  
 La Linea. Until 14 June.  
General Franco closed Spain’s 
border with Gibraltar on 8 Jun, 
1969. The exhibition, organised 
by Gibraltar’s  National Archives, 
commemorates the events that 
led to the closure, the reprisals, 
protests and repercussions with 
a selection of photographs, 
propaganda posters, press cut-
tings and videos. The border was 
reopened in 1985.   

International Archive Day 
 Malaga. From 9 until 14 June. Sala 
de Lectura, Archivo Municipal. 
To celebrate the creation of the 
International Council on Ar-
chives in 1948, all around the 
world people are holding an ‘Ar-
chives Day’. Malaga’s Municipal 
Archive will be displaying a 
document from 1491 which cata-
logues the purchase of an‘Arca de 
Tres Llaves’ (an ark with three 
locks) in which to safely store 
municipal documents. The Sala is 
open 9.30am-2.30pm Mon and 
Fri and 9.30am-7.30pm Tues, 
Wed, Thurs.    

Pop of the twentieth century 
 Malaga. Until 30 June. Antiguo 
Mercado de Mayoristas. 
The exhibition consists of 60 con-
temporary works by artists such as 
Mark Ryden, Haroshi, KAWS, 
James Jarvis, ErikParker, Hajime 
Sorayama and Keiichi Tanaami and 
Malaga artists Javier Calleja and Ju-
lio Anaya.  

Pedro de Mena Granatensis  
Malacae 
Malaga. Until 14 July. Palacio Epis-
copal. 
The exhibition will consist of 63 re-
ligious works created by sculptor 
Pedro de Mena y Medrano.  

Matisse  
Malaga. Until 9 June. Centro Pom-
pidou, Muelle Uno. 
A selection of 50 works by the 
French artist Henri Matisse are on 
display at the centre. 

Sandra Art-Ceramik  
Malaga. Until 11 June. Alfajar gal-
ería, C/Císter. 
‘Caminando, dejando huella’ is the 
title of this exhibition of ceramic 
art by Sandra Martínez. 

Iliazd and Picasso   
Malaga. Until 23 June. Salas de Ex-
posiciones, Fundación Picasso, 
Plaza d la Merced (Casa Natal). 
This is the first time that the works 
of Georgian artist and editor Iliazd 
have been displayed in Spain. The 
Pushkin Museum in Moscow is col-
laborating with the Fundación 
Picasso to exhibit 200 works by art-
ists including Picasso who illus-
trated Iliazd’s books. 

Van Gogh Alive 
 Malaga. Until 9 June. The marquee 
in Malaga port. 10am-8pm. 
A multi-media exhibition that 
brings the life and paintings of 
the Dutch artist Van Gogh ‘alive’. 

Back to School 
 Malaga. Until 29 June. La Casa 
Amarilla. 
Back to school by Eryk Pall is all 
about the first great social con-
frontation: the first time in front 
of the world outside. It reflects on 
loneliness, monotony and the ac-
ceptance of oneself. 

Make Something Different   
Malaga. Until 30 June. Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 
‘MSD -Make Something Different’ 
takes a look at 21st-century pop art 
with 69 works by 25 artists includ-
ing Mark Ryden, KAWS, ERik 
Parker, Todd James and James Jar-
vis.   

Picasso ceramics 
 Mijas. Until 24 June. Casa Museo. 
This is an exhibition which focuses 
on the environmental impact of 
transport on the world’s resources. 
It highlights the true cost in the 
terms of energy use, contamina-
tion and pollution etc. 

Picasso and Iliazd, Malaga

Back to School, Malaga
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El Toko Pop Up Gallery  
Frigiliana. Until 13 June. 
C/Rosarico la Joaquín, 18.   
Exhibitions change every two 
weeks. The present exhibition is by 
German artist Christiane Schleye.  
For further information call 
952500244. 

The Arts Society Summer 
Festival 
Cadiz. 12 June, 10.30am - 3.30pm . 
Finca Monasterio, near San 
Martín del Tesorillo. Free. 
Fifty local artists will be exhibiting 
their works which will be for sale. 
The duo Bella Jazz will be playing 
two sessions at 11.45am and 1pm. 
Light refreshments available, free 
parking and free entry. 

CHARITY 

Diksha  
Marbella. 15 June, 8.30pm. Hotel 
Monteros. 85€. 

A welcome cocktail, followed by 
dinner, authentic Indian live music 
and dance. Anette Taphorn, coordi-
nator of the project in Ajmer (Ra-
jasthan) India, will speak about the 
charity’s achievements and its fu-
ture plans. Asociación Diksha Es-
paña works closely with the inter-
national charity RSDSS (Roman 
Catholic Diocese Social Service So-
ciety) to provide education to chil-
dren and young people. The project 
also provides medical help. 
www.asociaciondiksha.com 

Royal Ascot Ladies Day  
Mijas. 20 June, from 1pm. Val-
paraiso Restaurant. 30€. 
Royal Ascot Ladies Day with 
Cudeca Goldies will include a 
competition for the best dressed 
Lady Ascot and most creative 
Gentleman’s buttonhole. Cava 
and canapés on arrival, then a 
three-course lunch and coffee. 
Live entertainment. In aid of 
Cudeca Cancer Care Hospice. 
Booking essential: 952485996 or 
619444184 

ARCH Fashion Show 
Alhaurín el Grande. 26 June from 
7.30pm. Alhaurín Golf. 25€. 
Mapuchi Moda will be showing 
their summer collection followed 
by dinner at 8.30pm. There will be 
a free glass of wine on arrival. For 
tickets call: 952 595 800 or email: 
eventos@alhauringolf.com 

Animals In Distress auctions 
Alhaurín el Grande. 14 June, from 
7pm. Peña Asfahal. 

Fifteen per cent commission from 
each sale goes to AID. Sellers need 
to advise AID (Chris 628239174 or 
Joe 626942427) at least 3-4 weeks 
before the auction and bring the 
items for logging in between 5 and 
6pm. http://www.animals-in-dis-
tress.eu/ 

Animals In Distress Clothes 
Sale 
Alhaurín el Grande. 10 June, 5-
9pm. Peña Asfahal. 
Ladies’ and men’s wear, handbags, 
shoes and jewellrey etc. All pro-
ceeds to AID and FAMA Field Dogs. 
Call Joe: 626942427 
www.animals-in-distress.eu 

TOPS Comedy Show 
Alhaurín el Grande. 7, 8 June from 
8.30pm. The Afahal, Poligóno La 
Rosa. 10€. 

All proceeds from the show will go 
to Cáritas and a local animal rescue 
centre. Meals are available but 
must be pre-booked. All meals 
served at 7pm prompt, the show 
begins at 8.30pm. Tickets to 
include a meal 16 euros. Available 
from Martin’s Paper Shop and 
Cristina’s Paper Shop in Alhaurín el 
Grande. 

MUSIC & DANCE  

The Wall Bar  
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 

Patio, 11pm, entry free.  
8 June. Daphne and Nicky. Guitar 
and vocals, jazz and bossanova. 
15 June. Iris Oboe. Oboe and acous-
tic guitar. Adapted jazz, soul, rock 
and pop music. 

Music in the patio 
 Mijas. 7, 14, 28 June, 8pm. Casa 
Museo. Free. 
The Casa Museo will be the 
venue for weekly concerts 
throughout June. Today, 7 June, 
Mireille Yaich and Javier Gómez 
present their new album ‘Reca-
pitulación’.  

Iris Oboe, Wall Bar

Pop Up Art, El Toko, Frigiliana
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MUSIC & DANCE 

Laura Gallego   
 Estepona. 8 June, 8pm. Teatro 
Auditorio Felipe VI.  
The concert Sin Fronteras with 
Laura Gallego celebrates her ten 
years in music since she won the Se 
Llama Copla competition in 2009. 
Her style is a fusion of blues, jazz 
and traditional Spanish music. 
Tickets: tafestepona.com, or from 
the theatre.  

Leiva   
 Fuengirola. 8 June, 10.30pm. Mare-
nostrum Castle Park. 38€. 
Singer and guitarist Leiva will be 
presenting his new album ‘Nu-
clear’.  

Miguel Zenón Quartet   
 Torremolinos. 8 June. Clarence Jazz 
Club, Calle Danza Invisible. 10-20€ 
Puerto Rican saxophonist Miguel 
Zenón will be accompanied by Luis 
Perdomo (piano), Hans 
Glawischnig (double bass) and 
Henry Cole (drums) in a repertoire 
of fusion jazz.  www.clarence-
jazzclub.com 

Rock The Coast   
 Fuengirola. 14, 15 June. Marenos-
trum Castle Park.  
The Rock The Coast Festival starts 
next Friday with performances by 
Scorpions, Rainbow, Europe, 
Opeth, UFO, The Darkness, Tarja 
and many more. A full programme 
of concerts and information on 
camping, facilities and tickets etc 

:: TONY BRYANT 

MARBELLA. Marbella’s popular 
Feria y Fiestas de San Bernabé got 
under way on Wednesday with 
the official opening of the fair-
ground attractions, the crowning 
of the feria queen, and a spectacu-
lar fireworks display on the Playa 
del Faro. This colourful festival 
pays tribute to the town’s patron, 
Saint Barnabas, and offers all the 
charm and colour of a typical An-
dalusian summer celebration.  

The feria continues until Tues-
day 11 June - which is a public 
holiday in Marbella and one of 
the most important days on the 
town’s cultural calendar. 

The festivities, which com-
memorate the reconquest of Mar-
bella by the Catholic Monarchs in 
1485, take place in the Parque de 
la Alameda, where, daily from 
1pm, the gaily-decorated mar-
quees will present a programme 
of entertainment. 

The day fair is a time to relax 
with family and friends, while 
participating in the dancing of 
the sevillanas and enjoying typi-
cal cuisine, especially ‘fritura 

malagueña’, a selection of fried 
fish and seafood traditionally 
washed down with plenty of 
manzanilla wine. 

Local dance academies will of-
fer performances on the main 
stage throughout the afternoons, 
while various children’s attrac-
tions will be held in the Auditorio 
del Recinto Ferial La Cañada from 
7pm. Live music can be enjoyed 

in the Caseta Municipal de Juven-
tud each night from 10pm and 
this will include flamenco, copla, 
hip-hop, pop and rock and is free.  

A list of celebrated bands and 
solo musicians will also perform 
in the main auditorium: these 
will include award-wining Span-
ish singer Rosario Flores (daugh-
ter of the legendary Lola Flores); 
Madrid-based rock band Tequila, 

and Lola Indigo, currently one of 
Spain’s most popular singers.  

The feria will finish on Tuesday 
with a special performance by 
Cantores de Hispalis, held on the 
stage in Avenida Ramón Cajal. 
The group first shot to fame in 
1978 with it’s debut album, Cosas 
de mi Tierra, a collection of pro-
test songs recorded in Zurich. 
Due to the content of the lyrics, 
the album could not be recorded 
in Spain, but it brought the band 
considerable success in the rest of 
Europe.   

www.marbella.es

Marbella enjoys annual spring  
fair in honour of San Bernabé

The fireworks at the inauguration of the festival. :: JOSELE-LANZA

 Friday 7 June. 11.30pm:    
Tequila.  

 Saturday 8 June. 11.30pm: 
Rosario Flores. 

 Monday 10 June. 11.30pm: 
Lola Indigo.   

 Tuesday 11 June. 7.30pm: 
 Cantores de Hispalis.

CONCERTS
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can be found on www.rockthe 
coastfestival.es  

Louie Louie Rock Live 
Estepona. Louie Louie Bar.   
77 June, midnight. Amann And The 
Wayward Sons plus The Hill Fre-
quencies. 12€ (10€ in advance). 

Tribute to Elton John 
‘Rocketman UK’ 
Fuengirola. 7 June, doors open 
 8.30pm. Alfil Cines. 10€. 
Tickets: 609488572 
Nerja. 8 June,  8.30pm. Fitzgerald’s 
Bar by the town bridge. 10€. 
Gary Setterfield (Rocketman UK) 
pays tribute to Elton John in the 
Alfil cinema to conicide with the 
release of the new “Rocketman” 
movie. Tickets: 951550585 

Cabaret Circus Show 
Vélez-Málaga. 8 June, 7pm. Teatro 
del Carmen. 8€. 
The Academia de Danza Oriental y 
Fusión Helena will be performing a 
cabaret show.  

National Ballet of Cuba 
Malaga. 8 June, 8pm. Teatro Cer-
vantes. 
The ballet ‘Cinderella’ is in two acts 
and is performed by the National 
Ballet of Cuba. Tickets from 60-20€ 
from www.unientradas.es or 
www.teatrocervantes.com  

Orquesta Málaga Camerata 
Malaga. 7 June, 9pm. Hotel Melía 
Don Pepe. 
Conducted by Santiago J. Ortero 
Vela, and with soloists soprano 
Jennifer Rodrigues and baritone 
José Antonio Ariza, the orchestra 
will play pieces by Bizet, Handel, 
Monteverdi, Mozart, Mascagni, 
Verdi, Rossini and Puccini.  

Wasabi 
Almuñécar. 8 June, 8.30pm. Audi-
torio Casa de la Cultura. 
The group Wasabi will be playing 
soul, funk and blues hits.  

The Rhythm of Waltz 
Benalmádena. 7 June, 8.30pm. 
Castillo Bil Bil. 
Malaga concert pianist and teacher 
at the Conservatorio Manuel Carra, 
Paula Coronas will be playing 
pieces by Chopin, Schubert, Liszt, 
Granados and Ocón.  

Classical Guitar 
Almuñécar. 8 June, 8.30pm. Casti-
llo de la Herradura. 
Albertus will be playing classical 
guitar as part of the series Maestros 
de la Guitarra. 

International Festival of 

Chamber Music 
Malaga. 11-16 June. Teatro Cervan-
tes, Cine Albéniz , Sala María Cris-
tina. 
The Chamber Music festival will 
include Sonatas, Trios, Quartets 
and Quintets from composers such 
as Beethoven, Brahms, Grieg, 
Schumann and Mendelssohn as 
well as extracts from operas by 
Puccini, Bellini and Bizet among 
others. The concerts are divided 
into different ‘moods’ from 
Dramatic Contrasts to Heartfelt 
and Expansive., More information 
and tickets: 
/www.teatrocervantes.es 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. Teatro Cervantes 
7 June, 8pm. Le Corsaire by Ber-
lioz, Concerto for violin and or-
chestra by Tchaikovsky. Followed 
by  ‘Enigma’ Variations. Conducted 

by Yoav Talmi. 
 
Malaga. Auditorio Museo Picasso 
16 June, mmidday.  
Piano recital by Emin Kiourktchian 
with pieces by Mozart, Debussy, 
Rachmaninov and Chopin.  
 
Malaga. Malaga Cathedral 
28 June, 8.30pm.  ‘Music from the 
time of Pedro de Mena’ will include 
works such as Gloria by Vivaldi and 
Te Deum by Charpentier. The or-
chestra will be accompanied by the  
Ópera de Málaga choir.  

Lux Mundi Anniversary 
Concert 
Torre del Mar. 14 June, 8pm. Vari-
ous departure points. 8€. 
A concert at Malaga Cathedral by 
the Cappella Nuova and Stiftshof 
Orchester to celebrate the 
anniversary of the association. Lux 
Mundi Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 
334 or e-mail: luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org  

Classical Concert 
Gibraltar. 20 June, 8pm. Convent 
Ballroom. £20 
The Gibraltar Philharmonic Society 
has organised this concert as part of 
the Gibraltar National Celebration 
of Opera. Grazia Doronzio, 
soprano; David Astorga, tenor and 
Elizabete Sirante, piano will 
perform famous arias, duets and 
operatic songs by G. Donizetti, P. 
Mascagni, G. Puccini and G. Verdi. 
Tickets: Sacarello’s Coffee Shop, 
The Silver Shop or online: 
buytickets.gi. A limited number of 

tickets £10 for senior citizens and 
students from the John 
Mackintosh Hall. For more info 
call: 200 72134 or go to 
www.philharmonic.gi 

Pink Purple Zep Fest 
 Estepona. 28, 29 June, 6.30pm. 
Plaza de las Flores. 
Estepona Rocks 2 pays homage to 
the greatest rock bands such as Foo 
Fighters, Guns’n’ Roses, AC/DC, 
Pink Floyd, Deep Purple and Led 
Zeppelin. SUR Oferplan is offering 
40% off tickets: https://oferplan.di-
ariosur.es/ofertas-descuentos/en-
trada-the-pink-purple-zep-fest-21-
10134.html 

María Terremoto 
Vélez-Málaga. 22 June, 9pm. El 
Muvel (Museo de Vélez-Málaga), 
Free 
The famous flamenco singer from 
Jerez, María Terremoto, will be in 
concert.  

Laura Gallego, Estepona

National Ballet of Cuba, Malaga

Rock The Coast,  Fuengirola.
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FESTIVALS 

Livestock fair 
Villanueva del Trabuco. 8, 9 June. 
A festival dedicated to farm 
equipment and animals with 
sheep, goats, horses and poultry.  

Feria de la Tapa   
Rincón de la Victoria. Until 9 June  
A dozen bars situated in a large 
marquee will be offering different 
tapas at 2 euros which includes a 
drink.  

EVENTS 

Bloomsday reading  
Fuengirola. 16 June, 7.45-10.30am. 
La Cepa Playa, in front of Hotel 
Florida and the carousel. Free. 
This is the ninth year of the 
Bloomsday event and the reading 
will start from chapter nine of 
Ulysses. Irish, Spanish, German, 
Danish, English and Finnish 
readers are expected this year. 
Please bring a copy of Ulysses in 
your own language. 

Yunquera Guerrillera 
 Yunquera.  7-9 June  
The town of Yunquera relives the 
War of Independence with a spe-
cial reenactment of the battle 
against the French that happened 
in 1811. There will also be themed 
tours of the town, a craft market, 
workshops and activiites. 
www.yunquera.es/turismo  

Charter Night Ball  
Mijas. 9 June, from 7pm. The Ta-
misa Golf Hotel. 45€.  
La Cala de Mijas Lions are holding a 
Charter Night Ball with three-
course dinner, wine beer and soft 
drinks. Entertainment and danc-
ing. Tickets from La Cala Lions 
charity shop or Hotel Tamisa Golf. 

Trip to Jaén 
Torre del Mar. 12 June. Various de-
parture points. 31€. 
Coach trip to Jaén, three hour 
guided visit. Lux Mundi Torre del 
Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org   

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  

C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95  www.cinealbeniz.com  
The Sisters Brothers: 18.20. 
Greta: 18.20. 
Absolute Power: 20.00 (Thurs 6 
June). 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
John Wick 3: 12.25, 15.50  
Get Home Safe Ma: 18.10, 20.15, 
22.20 (Tues). 
Rocketman: 12.10, 16.10, 21.25, 
0.00 . 
Aladdin: 12.15. 
X Men Dark Phoenix: 117.00, 
19.30, 22.00, 00.25 (Mon, Tues, 
Thurs). 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
X Men: Dark Phoenix: 12.10, 
15.50, 18.10, 20.40, 23.10. 
Get Home Safe Ma: 12.15, 16.10, 
18.15, 20.25, 22.30, 00.30. 
Aladdin: 12.15, 16.20, 18.55,  
21.35, 00.20. 
John Wick 3: 12.15, 16.00 (Tues). 
Rocketman: 12.00, 15.50, 18.15, 
20.45, 23.10. 
Opera: Romeo and Juliet: 20.15 
(Tues). 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  
John Wick 3: 15.40 (Sat, Sun); 
19.45 (Mon, Wed, Thurs); 18.05 
(Fri, Sat, Sun). 
Rocketman:  18.00 (every day); 
22.30 (Mon-Thurs); 22.45 (fri-
Sun). 
Aladdin: 15.50 (Sat, Sun), 17.45 
(Mon-Thurs) 18.05, (Fri, Sat, Sun) 
X Men. Dark Phoenix: 15.45 
(Sat, Sun); 17.45, 20.15, 22.30 
(Mon-Thurs); 18.05, 20.30, 22.45 
(Fri, Sat, Sun). 
Pokemon: Detective Pikachu: 
17.45 (Wed, Thurs); 20.30 (Fri-
Sun). 
Get Home Safe Ma:  16.00 (Sat, 

Sun); 18.30, 22.50 (Fri, Sat, Sun); 
20.30, 22.30 (Mon-Thurs). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Aladdin: 13.00 (Sat, Sun); 20.30 
(Fri, Sat, Sun). 
 Brightburn: 20.50 (Tues). 
Get Home Safe Ma: 19.45 (Tues) 
John Wick 3: 13.05 (Sat); 21.35 
(Tues). 
 Poms: 13.10 (Sat, Sun); 16.00 
(every day except Sat); 19.55 
(Tues). 
 Pokemon: Detective Pikachu: 
12.10 (Sat, Sun). 
 Rocketman: 13.20 (Sat, Sun); 
16.30 (Fri); 19.00 (Sun-Thurs). 
Avengers: Endgame: 20.10 
(Tues). 
X Men: Dark Phoenix: 00.00 
(Sat); 13.30 (Sat, Sun); 16.30 (Sun-
Thurs); 19.00 (Fri, Sat); 21.30 
(every day).. 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón de la 
Victoria. Calle Arroyo Totalán 
Tel: 902 220 922 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Aladdin: 18.30 (Tues). 
Poms: 20.40 (Tues). 
Rocketman: 20.10 (Tues). 
Romeo and Juliet, Royal Opera 
House: 20.15 (Tues). 
X Men: Dark Phoenix: 20.35 
(Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia. Centro 
Comercial Vialia. Tel: 902 220 922 
or visit www. yelmocines.es  
 Aladdin: 22.30 ( Tues). 
Get Home Safe Ma: 20.15 (Tues). 
Poms: 20.35 (Tues). 
Rocketman: 19.25 (Tues). 
X Men: Dark Phoenix: 21.00 
(Tues). 
Antony and Cleopatra, National 
Theatre: 20.00 (Thurs). 
Romeo and Juliet, Royal Opera 
House: 20.15 (Tues). 

Musica Con Encanto  
Urb La Alzambra, Puerto Banús 
Marbella. Bookings: 689 000 944. 
Film documentary: Tango: el 
Café de los Maestros : 8 June, 
9pm. Vasari Centre. A film by 
Miguel Kohan. 12€. Spanish film 
with English subtitles. 
www.musicaconencanto.org 

Museo Picasso de Málaga  
Tel: 952127600. Tickets 10€ 
(includes entry to the 
exhibitions) from the ticket office 
or www.museopicassomalaga.org   
The Rider: 21 June, 9pm. 

:: T. BRYANT 
MARBELLA. International 
concert pianist Peter Regan will 
present a night of classical mu-
sic at the Los Naranjos Golf 
Club in Marbella on Sunday 23 
June. The concert, which begins 
at 8pm, will include a reper-
toire of classic works by Bach, 
Chopin, Liszt and Wagner. 

The London-based Irish pian-
ist - currently considered one of 
the most individual and devel-
oped pianists of his era - has per-
formed at Dublin’s National Con-
cert Hall, Carnegie Hall in New 
York and the Four Seasons Cen-
tre for Performing Arts in Toronto.     

The concert is organised by 
Project Management, a Marbella-
based association that creates 
platforms and opportunities for 
young, up-and-coming musicians 
in Ireland and the Costa del Sol.   

Tickets for the show cost 30 
euros and include welcome 
drinks and canapés.  

Email: pmmtickets@mail.net  
or call:  693 751 857

Young Irish pianist 
comes to Marbella

Peter Regan. :: SUR

Bloomsday, Fuengirola
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A
n unspoiled 
beach, a surpris-
ing and dense 
pine forest and a 

fortress filled with history  
are some of the essential 
places to visit in the mu-
nicipality of Cartaya.  

This town in Huelva, lo-
cated in the region known 
as Tierra Llana, is offered in 
high season as an alternati-
ve and peaceful destina-
tion, where visitors can en-
joy the unique enclaves in 
the middle of the summer.  

In its territory is Nuevo 

2 days in  Cartaya 
Car and .  

Journey duration: 3 

hours and 45 minutes 

from Malaga. 

Beaches and natural 

enclaves: 5 hours. 

Hiking: 3 hours. 

Monuments: 3 hours.

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES

Beach located in front of Flecha del Rompido. :: TURISMO ANDALUZ

BASIC GUIDE 

What to see in 
Cartaya 
Ermita de Nuestra Seño-

ra de la Consolación. 

Chapel founded by an 

indiano in the 16th   

century. 

Avenida de la Consolación, 

12 A. 21450 Cartaya. 

 
Iglesia de San Pedro. 

Renaissance-style tem-

ple with Barroque details 

thanks to its restauration 

in the 18th century. 

Plaza de la Redonda, s/n. 

21450 Cartaya. 

 
Castillo de los Zúñiga. 

Fortress erected during 

the first third of the 

15th century to defend 

the Piedras river.  

Calle Gavia, s/n . 21450 

Cartaya. 

 
Reserva Natural de la 

Laguna de El Portil. 

Valuable wetland located 

to the right of the mouth 

of the Odiel.  

Avenida de Punta Umbría, 

21100 El Portil. 

 
Flecha del Rompido. Uni-

que sandy area that looks 

out to the Atlantic. 

Paraje Natural de las 

Marismas del Río Piedra. 

21459 Cartaya.

Portil which belongs, from 
an administrative point of 
view, to the Punta Umbria 
town hall. But, of course, 
whoever goes there to en-
joy a getaway is indifferent 
to this fact.  

What’s more enchanting 
about this town, which to-
day is especially touristic 
and residential, is its 
coastline. There, between 
June and September, awaits 
the San Miguel beach, with 
fine, white sands sheltered 
by  a dense pine forest 
which protects it from the 

road that leads to it. 
This coastal strip is 

found in front of the Fle-
cha del Rompido, which is 
an area of sand that enters 
the Atlantic forming a 
beautiful vista. It is possi-
ble to reach this small pe-
ninsula through a boat that 
departs from Nuevo Portil.  

Both the Flecha and the 
previously mentioned 
beach are actually bathed 
by the Piedras river on its 
way out to sea.  

Upstream visitors can 
pass by the local marinas, 
which offer three  points 
of attraction with an inte-
resting nautical offering. 
This stop will be made be-
fore arriving to the heart 
of El Rompido, also belon-
ging to Cartaya, which ser-
ves as an precursor to the 
Paraje Natural de las Maris-
mas del Río Piedras.  

This valuable coastline 
cannot eclipse another of 
the natural attractions of 
this municipality, known 
as Campo Común, a vast 
expanse of pine forests 
that total more than ele-
ven thousand hectares. To 
this must be added the 
nearby Laguna de El Portil, 
a nature reserve of great 
ornithologcal interest.  

In addition to beaches 
and nature, there are also 
intersting visits to be made 
to its urban centres. Above 
all in Cartaya, where there 
is a spectacular fortress of 
medieval origin. 

W

W

Nuevo Portil marina. :: T. A.

The paradise of Tierra Llana

Campo Común pine forest. :: TURISMO CARTAYA



Sevilla

Malaga

Huelva

Cordoba

Cadiz

Cartaya

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA
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Many doctors who 
practise cosmetic 
medicine in the province 
have a long career 
behind them and several 
years of experience 

MALAGA. Cosmetic medicine in 
Malaga is in very good health and 
has a reputation for quality, thanks 
to the highly-qualified profession-
als working in the sector. With stan-
dards similar to Madrid and Barce-
lona, two cities at the top of the 
healthcare pyramid, Malaga is now 
a benchmark in Spain for the tech-
niques and treatments involved in 
cosmetic medicine.  

The provincial Health depart-
ment has 432 beauty centres on 
its register, of which 151 are in 
Malaga city, and more than 100 
professionals in cosmetic medi-
cine are registered with the Col-
lege of Doctors in Malaga. This 
branch of medicine places a spe-
cial focus on minimally-invasive 
medical procedures which are used 
to make people look better.  
 Pedro Bonal, president of the Asso-
ciation of Cosmetic Medicine of 
Malaga (MEDESMA), says the level 
of training and the professional quali-
fications of these doctors in Malaga 
is extremely high and their clinics are 
equal to the best in Madrid and Bar-
celona. He stresses that many doc-
tors who practise cosmetic medicine 
in the province have a long career be-
hind them and so many years of ex-

perience that their colleagues see 
them as role models. 

One factor which highlights 
Malaga’s reputation is that the Span-
ish Society of Cosmetic Medicine 
(SEME) has been holding its national 
conference at the Palacio de Ferias y 
Congresos in Malaga for the past six 
years and will be doing so again in 
2020. 

The president of MEDESMA says 
that as Malaga has so many excellent 
professionals in cosmetic medicine, 
patients are very satisfied. He also 
says the lovely climate for which the 
Costa del Sol is famous encourages 
people to take more care about their 
appearance; they want to look good, 
so many of them turn to cosmetic 
medicine to eliminate defects on their 
faces or bodies.  

The medical director and owner of 
the Miramar Medical Institute, Fer-
nando Urdiales, who has an excellent 
reputation for applying laser tech-
niques, agrees.  

“You find that people in the south-
ern regions of every country are more 
sociable. In Malaga, specifically, peo-
ple have an active social life. They go 
out a lot and they like to look nice. 
That means that more of them con-
sider cosmetic medicine and espe-
cially the techniques which are be-
coming much less intensive,” he says.  

He also stresses the importance to 
Malaga’s reputation of SEME having 
chosen to hold its annual conferences 
in the provincial capital for the past 
six years.  

Master’s degree 
MEDESMA was created in 2003, pri-

The country’s best cosmetic 
surgeons are flocking to Malaga

:: Á. ESCALERA 

MALAGA. There are two sides to 
every coin. In the case of cosmetic 
medicine, the downside is practi-
cioners who are not properly quali-
fied and do not have the knowledge 
needed.  

“People need to be sure of whose 

hands they are placing themselves 
in,” says the president of MEDESMA, 
Pedro Bonal.  

“In some clinics treatments are 
applied without an authorised doc-
tor being present,” stresses Bonal, 
while Juan Antonio López Pitalúa 
warns of the possible side effects 

of cosmetic treatment if carried out 
by someone who is not properly 
qualified.  

The problem is so great that the 
Association of Cosmetic Doctors of 
Malaga has even used detectives and 
provided evidence to the law courts 
of illegal practices and the use of un-

authorised products. “Always check 
you are dealing with,” says Fernando 
Urdiales. “Make sure they are quali-
fied and registered.”  

The president of SEME, Petra Vega, 
says all clinics should have authori-
sation from the regional government, 
and patients should only be seen by 
qualified doctors. She also recom-
mends asking for a written report 
about the treatment received or the 
product used. Finally, she says, be 
very careful about advertising which 
appears on social media, as much of 
it is fraudulent. 

“People need to be sure of whose 
hands they are placing themselves in”

ÁNGEL 
ESCALERA

 aescalera@diariosur.es 

Malaga is fast becoming a benchmark in Spain for the application of cosmetic procedures. : ÑITO SALAS
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marily to provide the best training 
for cosmetic doctors and to create a 
register of those who work in Malaga 
province. At present, it has 63 pro-
fessional members.  

“When a doctor does a Master’s 
degree in Cosmetic Medicine, he or 
she acquires the basic knowledge 
they need to exercise their profes-
sion, but then they need to keep on 
training continually to stay up to 
date,” says Pedro Bernal. “Anyone 
who joins our association has to com-
ply with our code of ethics.”  

Although cosmetic medicine is 
not yet treated as a specialist subject, 
some universities do offer a Master’s 
degree in it and Colleges of Doctors 
provide accreditation for those who 
want to dedicate themselves to this 
branch of medicine.  

The president of SEME, Petra Vega, 
stresses that anyone who wants prac-
tise cosmetic medicine has to be a 
qualified doctor and also to have done 
a two-year Master’s degree at one of 
the universities where the course is 
available. Some Colleges of Doctors 
also offer this facility.  

Another reason that Malaga tops 
the list for cosmetic medicine in Spain 
is that it is internationally famous, 
and that attracts people from other 
countries who want to have treat-
ment. This is what is known as health 
tourism, says Dr Juan Antonio López 
Pitalúa, the spokesman for SEME.  

“Some people take advantage of 
their holidays in Malaga to have cos-
metic beauty treatments while they 
are here. We have very highly trained 
doctors. They are professionals with 
a great reputation.”  

Marina Martín Fernández, a cos-
metic doctor from Malaga who has 
just received an award from the In-
ternational Society of Research, 
Health, Business Development and 
Technologies, says Malaga is one of 
the cities in which the cosmetic medi-
cine sector has grown most, and it is 
among the top in Spain for treatments 
of this type.  

At the forefront 

Dr Martín says this growth is due to 
several factors. “On one hand there 
is a very high standard of professional 
training, which means we can offer 
innovative, safe, high-quality treat-
ments to our clients. On the other 
hand, the large number of cosmetic 
medical clinics in the province di-
rectly benefits patients because as 

well as making treatment more ac-
cessible, it means that individually 
we have to maintain very high stan-
dards and be up-to-date about every-
thing new that comes onto the mar-
ket,” she says.  

Marina Martín explains that many 
patients turn to cosmetic medicine 
because they are looking for solu-
tions but don’t want to undergo sur-
gery. For example, they might want 
to correct a chin, a nose, a dewlap 
etc. She is convinced that “this situa-
tion would not be possible if it were 
not for the open, modern and cos-
mopolitan mentality of the people 
of Malaga, who have realised that 
cosmetic medicine is something 
which can improve their quality of 
life,” she says.  

She points out that nowadays peo-
ple no longer hide the fact that they 
have had cosmetic treatments and 
it is now openly discussed, compared 
and recommended. “Cosmetic medi-
cine is normal and within every-
body’s reach. Just like we go to the 
gym, eat a healthy diet and protect 
ourselves from the sun, having cos-
metic treatments completes the cir-
cle of things that make us feel bet-
ter,” she explains. 

432 
centres of cosmetic medicine are 
registered with the provincial 
Health department, and 151 of 
them are in Malaga city.   

63 
doctors are members of the As-
sociation of Cosmetic Medicine 
of Malaga (MEDESMA), which 
oversees the training of profes-
sionals in this field.

THE FIGURES

The techniques are becoming less invasive. :: ÑITO SALAS

Cosmetic treatments are very popular now. :: ÑITO SALAS

“Nowadays cosmetic 
medicine is normal and 
within everybody’s 
reach”
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Three studies agree that 
the health problems 
associated with 
technology can be 
quickly resolved by 
limiting exposure time  

:: DOMÉNICO CHIAPPE 

Teenagers who use mobile devices 
for more than four hours a day sleep 
at least one hour less than normal. 
They fall asleep half an hour later and 
wake up half an hour earlier, com-
pared with those who spend one hour 
or less in front of a screen every day, 
according to a study carried out by 
Neuroscience and Public Health in-
stitutes in the Netherlands, which 
was presented recently at the Annual 
Meeting of the European Endocri-
nology Society.  

When these young people have 
less exposure to the ‘blue light’ which 
is emitted by mobile phones, tablets 
and computers, the symptoms of 
sleep disorder, which include fatigue, 
a lack of concentration and bad moods, 
disappear in just one week. The im-
provement is especially noticeable 
when use of the devices is restricted 
at night, because that is when more 
melatonin, which influences time 
and quality of sleep, is produced.  

In Spain children spend an aver-
age of five hours a day in front of some 
type of screen and more at weekends, 
according to a study by the Associa-
tion for Research into Means of Com-
munication. The situation in neigh-

bouring countries is similar.  
“Teenagers are spending more 

and more time on devices with 
screens and sleep disturbance is be-
coming more common,” says Dirk 
Jan Stenvers, a doctor at the Endo-
crinology and Metabolism depart-
ment at the University Medical Cen-
tre of Amsterdam, who presented 
a study into sleep problems in ado-
lescents in Lyon recently. 

 “We have shown that it can be eas-
ily reversed by minimising use of 
screens and exposure to ‘blue light’ 

at night. According to our data, it is 
probable that these disorders are 
caused at least in part by the blue light 
of these screens.” 

 The study by the Dutch univer-
sity concluded that, as well as keep-
ing youngsters away from the screens 
near bedtime, blocking out this ‘blue 
light’ with special glasses also proved 
effective. With these two measures 
the patients were able to have a re-
freshing sleep, without waking up 
early, in just one week, says Sten-
vers.  

“In the long term we know that 
lack of sleep is associated with a 
greater risk of obesity, diabetes and 
cardiac illness. If we can introduce 
simple measures now, we can avoid 
greater health problems in forthcom-
ing years,” he says.  

However, once an adolescent be-
comes quite dependent on using the 
screen other variables come into play, 
such as anxiety or the uncontrolla-
ble need to be connected, a loss of in-
terest in other activities and a denial 
of the problem manifesting itself in 
defensive behavour, say experts from 
the National Cybersecurity Institute.  

Limiting use of the device is not 
going to be an easy task. Children, 
even the youngest ones, develop a 
tolerance to sitting at their screens, 
as with any addictive substance, and 
may suffer from withdrawal symp-
toms a well as irritability if use is re-
stricted. There is also another factor: 
social approval from other users with 
whom the child interacts. Meanwhile 
the pathologies associated with ex-
cessive use of technological devices 
continue to increase.  

Child obesity 
Two other studies have related ex-
cessive use of mobile devices with 
health problems at increasingly ear-
lier ages. One of them attributes the 
greater incidence of child obesity to 
this.  

“We are bringing up a generation 
of sedentary children,” warns Luis 
Blesa, president of the Valencian Pe-
diatric Society. “Children are spend-

ing more and more time in front of a 
screen. That, combined with an un-
healthy diet, can increase the num-
ber of obese children”.  

Another study attributes excessive 
use of screens to a progressive loss of 
vision. Children aged between seven 
and 12 have more myopia than uni-
versity students a generation ago. 
Specifically, half a dioptre more, which 
can reach as much as six dioptres, ac-
cording to Fabio Delgado, the optical 
director of Cottet.  

“The principal cause of myopia is 
the growth of the ocular globe and 
that doesn’t only occur for genetic 
reasons,” says Enrique Jiménez, an 
optician at the San Joan de Déu hos-
pital. “There are other very impor-
tant reasons, such as the excessive 
number of hours the children spend 
looking at devices such as comput-
ers, tablets and mobile phones”.  

He recommends the same solu-
tion: reduce exposure time to these 
devices. “We need to restrict the time 
children spend on close-up tasks, es-
pecially with electronic devices, and 
make sure they spend more time in 
open spaces,” he says. 

A teenager using his mobile late at night. :: R.C

Excessive use of mobile devices at night affects the time and quality of sleep

The ‘blue light’ that stops youngsters sleeping

“Children are spending 
more time in front of a 
screen and, combined with 
an unhealthy diet, can 
increase the number of 
obese children”
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Health Organization, around seven 
million people a year die prema-
turely through air pollution. This  
represents 25 per cent of deaths 
from heart problems and 24 per 
cent of those after a stroke.  

“Environmental pollution has 

become one of the main challenges 
for public health on a worldwide  
level. At the FEC we are well aware 
of this problem and its impact on 
cardiovascular health, and we are 
working on raising awareness and 
issuing guidelines about the mat-

ter, because it is of maximum im-
portance. We are urging regional 
governments and local councils to 
take urgent measures to reduce the 
contamination figures for the sake 
of the health of the population,” 
says Dr Palma.

EU countries are spending 
72 billion euros, of which 
52.86 billion is paid by 
governments, on treating 
these types of illnesses 

:: EUROPA PRESS 

MADRID. Spain spends more than 
3.6 billion euros a year treating ill-
nesses related to air pollution from 
traffic. This is the second highest 
amount in Europe (Germany 
spends 13.38 billion), according to 
a report carried out by the Euro-
pean Public Health Alliance for a 
project in which the Spanish Heart 
Foundation (FEC) is participating. 

The study has analysed in detail 
the amount of money that nine 
member states of the European Un-
ion spend on health costs associated 
with traffic: Austria, Bulgaria, Esto-
nia, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Ro-
mania, Slovenia and Spain. In total, 
atmospheric contamination caused 
by traffic is resulting in EU coun-
tries spending more than 72 billion 
euros a year in health costs, of which 
52.86 billion are subsidised by the 
governments.  

The report also estimates the 
saving in health costs which could 
be achieved if measures were im-

plemented to reduce traffic emis-
sions on the roads by 2030. The 
most ambitious plan, which in-
cludes a significant increase in elec-
tric vehicles, the prohibition of 
diesel cars on highways and higher 
taxes on diesel, would save Spain 
around 2.83 billion euros, reduc-
ing its spending to about 770 mil-
lion euros a year. In the EU as a 
whole, the saving would be about 
58 billion euros a year.  

Although traffic is not the only 
source of air pollution, the Euro-
pean Commission considers it one 
of the main factors, especially in 
urban areas.  

“Ninety-three per cent of the 
Spanish population is breathing 
air which exceeds levels consid-
ered dangerous for health,” says 
the vice-president of the FEC, José 
Luis Palma.   

In fact, according to the World 

Illnesses resulting from traffic pollution cost 
Spain more than 3.6 billion euros a year

A view of pollution over Madrid. :: SUR

“93% of the Spanish 
population is breathing air 
which exceeds levels 
considered dangerous”
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The parents of the 15-
month-old girl who has 
nemaline myopathy 
need substantial extra 
support 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MIJAS. A group from La Cala de Mi-
jas Lions Club this week visited the 
family of baby Carmen Leyre, aged 
15 months, at her home in Riviera. 
Carmen was born very prematurely 

and suffers from an extremely rare 
condition, nemaline myopathy, 
which affects the muscles and the 
respiratory tract. There are only 28 
such cases recorded in Spain. 

The family is given limited sup-
port; they have been provided with 
the breathing machine to which she 
is permanently connected and with-
out which she is unable to survive 
-  but baby Carmen’s needs are mul-
tiple. The damage is severe and her 
parents need to provide substantial 
extra support. 

The local Lions have stepped in 
and purchased a special seat and 
stand which will allow Carmen to 
sit up: it can be placed on the stand 
which allows it to be used at floor 
level or on a chair or sofa. It can also 
be converted into a car seat. 

The Lions have also paid for six 
months of special pulmonary 
physiotherapy.   

Family, neighbours and friends 
are doing all they can and they have 
set up the Asociación Carmen Leyre 
which can be found on Facebook.

La Cala Lions offer a helping 
hand to baby Carmen

Lions members present the family with a cheque to help fund Carmen’s care. :: SUR

Paracetamol and 
ibuprofen in 1g and 
600mg formats 
respectively, will no 
longer be available to buy 
over the counter  

:: SUR 

SANTANDER. Pharmacies are fac-
ing fines of between 30,000 and 
90,000 euros if found to be selling 
a number of drugs commonplace in 
most medicine cabinets across the 
country. 

Since February stricter controls 
have come into force nationwide 
which mean that the authorities 
can see exactly what pharmacies 
are selling. 

The law has not changed, how-
ever, confirms Rita de la Plaza, presi-
dent of the Cantabria College of 
Pharmaceuticals. “[The law] has 

been like this since 1990.” She says 
that higher doses of many house-
hold drugs, including paracetamol 
(1g), ibuprofen (600mg), as well as 
a number of stronger antacids and 
antihistamines “have always re-
quired a prescription” but that a 
number of pharmacies having been 
selling them despite the potential 

risks to the patients. 
De la Plaza says that the new con-

trols mean that from now on you 
are unlikely to be able to buy any 
medication with the “subject to a 
prescription” label written on it any-
more because “no one will want to 
risk it for the 1.97 euros a box of 
600mg ibuprofen costs”. 

Pharmacies threatened with hefty fines if 
caught selling high-dosage paracetamol 
and ibuprofen without a prescription

600mg ibuprofen is freely available without a prescription. :: SUR
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Blanco Leschuk was sent 
off early in the second 
half after his side had 
already amassed a two-
goal lead through 
Ontiveros and N’Diaye 

MALAGA. Malaga’s chances of re-
turning to La Liga received a mas-
sive boost on Tuesday as they re-
corded their most impressive win 
of the campaign so far, seeing off 
Albacete 2-1 away from home hav-
ing played for almost 40 minutes 
down to ten men. 

The visitors had already amassed 
a two-goal lead prior to Gustavo 
Blanco Leschuk’s sending off in the 
54th minute, when he picked up 
a second yellow card for a misti-
med challenge on Nico Gorosito. 

Until that moment, his side had 
been mostly in control against the 
team occupying the position di-

rectly above them. 
In-form winger Javi Ontiveros 

gave his side the lead early on with 
a trademark finish. Cutting in from 
the left-hand side, the 21-year-old 
dribbled onto his favoured right 
foot before unleashing a stunning 
strike into the top corner, leaving 
Tomeu Nadal powerless to stop it. 

Blanco Leschuk then also had an 
opportunity, this time with Ontiv-
eros the provider, but the Argen-
tinian couldn’t get enough whip 
on his shot to get the better of Na-
dal as the angle worsened. 

In the second half, Malaga picked 
up where they left off and just seven 

minutes after the restart, Alfred 
N’Diaye doubled their lead. Blanco 
Leschuk laid off the ball to the Sene-
gal international on the edge of the 
box and he dispatched his effort into 
the bottom left-hand corner. 

Two minutes later, however, the 
game turned on its head with 
Blanco Leschuk receiving his 
marching orders and, moments 
later, Roman Zozulya reducing the 
deficit. 

The Ukrainian forward nodded 
home Álvaro Tejero’s cross from 
the right to add to the anxiety lev-
els among the travelling fans, lim-
ited in numbers by the reschedul-

ing of the tie. 
Albacete coach Luis Miguel 

Ramis had obviously sensed a 
weakness down Malaga’s right-
hand side and had gone to deliber-
ate lengths to target the space in-
side Cifu. Winger Javier Acuña gave 
Cifu a torrid time until he was 
hooked off in the 48th minute, 

Mature display gives ten-man Malaga 
huge boost going into the play-offs

Iván, Koné, Blanco Leschuk and Adrián celebrate with N’Diaye after he scored Malaga’s second goal. :: AGENCIA LOF

DARYL                    
FINCH

 dfinch@diariosur.es 

Córdoba - Osasuna                2-3 
Alcorcón - Gimnástic           0-1 
Las Palmas - Almería           0-0 
Oviedo - Majadahonda       4-3 
Zaragoza - Numancia         0-0  
Mallorca - Granada               1-1 
Cádiz - Extremadura           0-1  
Elche - Deportivo                 0-0 
Albacete - MALAGA            1-2  
Lugo - Tenerife                       0-0 
(No match for Sporting)

Osasuna - Oviedo  
Sporting - Cádiz  
Tenerife - Zaragoza  
Numancia - Las Palmas  
MALAGA - Elche  
Deportivo - Córdoba  
Extremadura - Mallorca  
Gimnástic - Lugo  
Granada - Alcorcón  
Almería - Albacete 
(No match for Majadahonda)

Osasuna              41     25       9       7    58    35    84 

Granada              41     21    13       7    50    27    76 

MALAGA            41     20    11    10    48    31    71 

Albacete              41     19    14       8    54    35    71 

Mallorca              41     19    11    11    53    37    68 

Deportivo           41     16    17       8    48    32    65 

Cádiz                    41     16    16       9    53    35    64 

Oviedo                 41     17    12    12    48    47    63 

Sporting              41     15    13    13    42    38    58 

Almería               41     14    15    12    48    39    57 

Elche                    41     13    16    12    49    49    55 

Las Palmas         41     12    17    12    47    49    53 

Extremadura     41     14    10    17    43    47    52 

Alcorcón             41     14    10    17    35    40    52 

Zaragoza             41     13    12    16    49    50    51 

Numancia           41     11    15    15    43    49    48 

Tenerife               41     10    17    14    39    50    47 

Lugo                     41     10    16    15    42    50    46 

Majadahonda    41     11       9    21    45    61    42 

Gimnástic           41       9       8    24    29    62    35 

Córdoba              41       7    13    21    48    77    34 

Reus                     41       5       6    30    16    47      0
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The win sees the Blue and Whites leapfrog Albacete into third   
place with just Saturday’s home game against Elche left to play

1-2 
ALBACETE-MALAGA 

 Albacete:  Tomeu; Tejero, Gorosito, Gen-
tiletti (Álvaro Peña, 84’), Fran García; Bela, 
Dani Torres, Febas, Eugeni (Manaj, 60’); Zo-
zulia, Acuña (Susaeta, 69’). Unused substi-
tutes: Caro, Caro, Borja Herrera, Barri. 

 Malaga:  Munir; Cifu (Ivan, 49’), Luis Hernán-
dez, Pau Torres, Ricca (Diego  González, 84’); 
Koné (Boulahroud, 87’), N’Diaye, Keidi, On-
tiveros; Adrián,  Blanco Leschuk. Unused subs-
titutes: Kieszek, Dani Pacheco, Mula, Hicham. 

 Goal:  0-1 Ontiveros (16’), 0-2 N’Diaye (52’); 
1-2 Zozulya (57’). 

 Referee:  Sagués Oscoz. Blanco Leschuk sent 
off for two yellows (54’); bookings for Acuña, 
Ontiveros, Gentiletti, Zozulia, N’Diaye, Pau 
Torres, Gorosito and Barri. 

 Groud:  Carlos Belmonte (11,649 spectators).
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The former Sevilla, Real 
Madrid and Arsenal 
forward’s car came off 
the road in Alcalá de 
Guadaira when travelling 
at 237km/h  

:: DARYL FINCH 

Seven Segunda games to be played 
last weekend were postponed 
until Tuesday following 
the death of Extre-
madura forward José 
Antonio Reyes on 
Saturday. 

Reyes, who 
was 35, as well 
as his cousin 
Jonathan, died 
after the car  
Reyes was driving 
came off the road 
at an estimated 
237km/h (147mph) at 
11.40amin Alcalá de Gua-
daira (Seville), according to the 
Guardia Civil’s accident report. 

A puncture 
in a tyre on his 
Mercedes Brabus 

S550V, as well as 
the excessive 

speed, is believed to 
be blame for the car 

coming off the road, hitting 
some concrete blocks, before flip-
ping over and bursting into flames. 

The coffin of the former Spain 
international was taken to Sevilla’s 
Ramán Sánchez-Pizjuán stadium 
on Sunday where it was visited by 
more than 11,000 fans. 

Reyes’ coffin was carried through 
the streets of his hometown Utr-
era the following daw before his 
funeral took place at the Santa 
María de Mesa, with a flag of Sevilla 

draped around his coffin. 

Tributes from far and wide 

Reyes, who was still a professional 
with Segunda side Extremadura, 
made his breakthrough with Sevilla, 
winning three Europa League ti-
tles during his two spells with the 
side, making over 200 appearances 
and scoring 40 goals. 

Reyes was also part of Arsenal’s 
‘invincibles’ squad that went un-
beaten on the way to winning the 
Premier League in 2004. 

Thierry Henry, who played with 
Reyes during this time, said: “He 
was a marvellous footballer and an 
exceptional human being. I hope 
his family and friends have the 
strength to overcome this difficult 
moment. 

Reyes also played for Real Ma-
drid, Atlético and Benfica during 
his career, as well as winning 21 
caps for Spain. 

A minute’s silence was held in 
his honour before the Champions 
League final on Saturday as the foot-
ball world paused to pay tribute.

The football world mourns the loss of 
José Antonio Reyes, killed in a car crash

The wreckage of the car. :: EFE

then likewise terrorised his replace-
ment Iván. 

Malaga coach Víctor Sánchez re-
acted by placing N’Diaye on the 
right, but the hosts continued to 
find openings down their left with 
Jérémie Bela whipping in a series 
of dangerous crosses. The best open-
ing came when Aleix Febas got in-
side the full-back to square for 
Zozulya, but Munir denied him 
with a superb reaction save. 

The Malaga goalkeeper came into 
his own in the second half, claim-
ing a number of high balls into the 
box and showing safe hands when 
tested. He also helped to slow down 
the game when in possession and 
inspired calm around him to help 
see out the game. 

The hard-fought win lifts Malaga 
above Albacete into third place with 
one game left to play ahead of the 
play-offs.

La Rosaleda will be rocking on 
Saturday night for Malaga’s final  
game of the normal season (kick-
off  8.30pm). 

Malaga must equal or better Al-
bacete’s result to finish in third 
place which will give a massive 
advantage going into the play-offs 
with the second leg of the semi-fi-
nal (and hypothetical final) both 
to be played at home. 

Standing in their way is Elche 
whose excellent second half of 
the season has lifted them well 
clear of relegation danger. They 
come into the game on the back 
of a goalless draw against promo-
tion-chasing Deportivo La Co-
ruña and face a Malaga side with 
doubts over key players. 

Suspended Blanco Leschuk is 
definitely out but there are doubts 
over Ricca, who limped off injured 
against Albacete, and Munir and 
N’Diaye who are expected to (but 
it has not yet been confirmed) join 
their national sides ahead of the 
African Cup of Nations.

Up next

ELCHE (H)

MALAGA-ELCHE 
SATURDAY 8.30PM
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Reyes during his time 
with Arsenal. :: REUTERS

:: EFE 

ZARAGOZA. Former footballers 
Carlos Aranda and Raúl Bravo, ar-

rested as part of an investigation 
into corruption in Spanish football, 
have been released from prison in 
Zuera (Zaragoza) after both paid 
their bail. 

Aranda, from Malaga, and friend 
Raúl Bravo were arrested along-
side Huesca president Agustín La-
saosa, recently-retired Rayo Val-
ladolid captain Borja Fernández 
and former Huesca players Íñigo 
López and Samu Sáiz. 

They are all being investigated 
for possible match-fixing of three 
games from the first, second and 
third divisions in Spain. 

On Friday Huesca president La-
saosa resigned from his post while 
on Tuesday, Rayo Valladolid an-
nounced that they would be carry-
ing out an investigation after a re-
cording came to light, supposedly 
of Aranda, speaking of “seven bribed 
players” in the team.

Carlos Aranda and Raúl Bravo, accused of being 
ringleaders in match-fixing ring, released on bail

The pair are among 
several current and 
former footballers 
detained in connection 
with corruption and 
match-fixing 

Bravo (l) and Aranda (c). :: EFE
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A LOOK AT LA LIGA

So now we know who wins when 
a billionaire fights a multi-mil-
lionaire; it the same as when a 
president takes on a captain or 
father takes on a son. 

You don’t get to the top of the 
largest construction business in 
Spain and run arguably the 
world’s biggest football club by 
ever losing a business negotia-
tion. Sergio Ramos may be able 
to tackle Spain’s best footballers, 
but he met his match when it 
came to going head to head with 
Florentino Pérez, one of Europe’s 
most lethal businessmen. 

On the fifth anniversary of Ra-
mos scoring his famous Cham-
pions League final goal, it was let 
slip that he was considering a 
move to China. This was no co-
incidence.  I’m sure in the minds 
of his advisors it was a great idea. 
“The video shows he’s been a 
great servant, the club must let 
him see out his years elsewhere.” 

But what they forgot is that they 

were dealing with the man who 
exercised the clause in Luis Figo’s 
Barcelona contract stating that he 
must move if the excessive buy-
out figure was reached! The Por-
tuguese did the unthinkable and 
moved to their historic rivals. 

When he returned from a short 
social break with friends, Ramos 
was summoned to the president’s 
office. There he was reminded 
that he was still in contract. 

Ramos was forced to call a 
press conference. It was sug-
gested that he’d been on a stag 
weekend - always a good excuse 
for not thinking straight! 

“This is not about money,” said 
Ramos. He failed to follow it up 
with a life-long desire to trek the 
Great Wall of China or grow the 
fledgling Chinese Super League.  
It was obviously irrelevant that 
there’s a reported 25 million 
euros per season up for grabs. 

“I told Ramos that it was im-
possible for Real Madrid let their 

captain go for free” was the re-
sponse from Don Pérez who had 
inserted an 800-million-euro 
buy-out clause when the centre-
back last used Manchester 
United’s apparent interest to 
strike a deal. 

“At the end of the day, the 
president and I have a father-son 
relationship and we love each 
other a lot. The friction produces 
love.” This was one of a multitude 
of sugary platitudes from Ramos 
on the affair. Father had nutmeg-
ged son and left him sitting on 
his backside looking stupid. 

Father hadn’t forgiven son for 
getting himself intentionally 
booked against Ajax so he would 
have a clean disciplinary slate for 
the Champions League quarter 
finals. Father’s team didn’t make 
it because his stupid son was ab-
sent when they lost 4-1 in the 
second leg. 

So Ramos stays... for now. No-
tice that the president said no-

body got the Real Madrid captain 
for free. Has he left the door open 
to off-loading him for a fee? 

The only question that re-
mains to be asked is: did the 
meeting make the season-long 
documentary on Ramos? Nor-
mally I give these publicity 
pranks a wide berth; they’re all 

about rubbing shoulders with 
the beautiful people, the latest 
tattoo or restaurant opening. 
However, I would subscribe if 
they promised an unedited ver-
sion of the president carpeting 
the captain.  

Sergio Ramos has cancelled his 
Mandarin lessons.

Sergio Ramos thought he’d be granted his move to China but he’d 
forgotten about the ruthless businessman he would be dealing with

When a millionaire takes on a billionaire

ROB PALMER

Sergio Ramos thought he was getting his move to China. :: EFE

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

Liverpool come out on 
top in all-English 
Champions League final 

MADRID 
:: D. FINCH. Liverpool were crowned 
champions of Europe for a sixth 
time on Saturday after running out 
2-0 winners against Tottenham in 
the Champions League final held 
in Madrid’s Wanda Metropolitano 
stadium. 

Mohamed Salah gave the Reds 
the lead from the penalty spot in 
the second minute before substi-
tute Divock Origi calmed the nerves 
with a second late in the second half. 

Spurs had a flurry of late chances 
but were denied on several occa-

sions by Liverpool’s Brazilian keeper 
Alisson who was named man of the 
match. 

With almost 100,000 English fans 
descending on the capital, authori-

ties and locals were in agreement 
over the good-natured behaviour of 
supports. 

Overall, it was relatively incident 
free with only five arrests made.

IN BRIEF

Liverpool captain Jordan Henderson lifts the trophy. :: AFP

Away goals have mixed 
results in Antequera and 
El Palo’s promotion hunt 

ANTEQUERA/MALAGA 
: :  A. J. G. / J. R. P. Antequera’s 
dreams of being promoted to Se-
gunda B came to an end on Sun-
day. Despite beating Utrera 2-1 at 
home, the side crashed out in the 
first play-off round to Álex Porti-
llo’s away goal after losing 1-0 in 
the away game. 

There was better luck for El Palo, 
however. The side from Malaga city 
kept their hopes alive despite a 3-1 
loss away in Illueca. Juanillo’s goal 
in the 62nd minute sealed a place 
in the second (and penultimate) 
play-off round against Tarazona. 

The first leg takes place on Sunday.

Julen Lopetegui 
appointed as new Sevilla 
head coach 

SEVILLE 
:: SUR. Former Spain and Real Ma-
drid coach Julen Lopetegui is back 
in management. On Tuesday he was 
appointed the new head coach of 
Andalusian side Sevilla, replacing 
the outgoing Pablo Machín. 

Lopetegui, who famously left the 
Spain job on the dawn of the 2018 
World Cup to join Los Blancos, was 
presented to fans and press on 
Wednesday. 

The 52-year-old has been out of 
work since his sacking by Real Ma-
drid in October, following an em-
barrassing 5-1 defeat to Barcelona 
in the Clásico.
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Organised by Our Bar and 
Walking Football Spain, the 
8km walk raised money for 
the local girl who lost her 
limbs to sepsis  

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MIJAS. The sponsored walk organ-
ised jointly by Our Bar in Calahonda 
and Walking Football Spain in 
collaboration with the So-
mos Tu Ola association 
on Sunday resulted 
in a massive collec-
tion of 1,746.30 
euros for the fund 
set up for Mar-
bella girl Sarah Al-
magro who lost 
her limbs to sepsis. 

The warm 
weather by the beach 
at Our Bar in Calahonda 
didn’t deter walkers, pay-
ing five euros each and decked 

out in Sarah’s favourite colours of blue 
and orange, who set off at a steady 
pace and arrived as planned at Bar 
Tuah in La Cala de Mijas on time. 

Sarah herself was there for the 
countdown, inspiring the walkers as 
they set off on the eight-kilometre 
route. 

Most returned to Our Bar at ap-
proximately 4pm when the fun con-

tinued with bingo, a prize raf-
fle, buffet and karaoke.  

Youngster Josh 
Boscowan also 

agreed to have his 
long hair shaved 
off to raise 
money for the 
fund. The task 
was completed 

by local barber 
Tommy of The 

House Hairdressers 
in Calahonda and Josh 

secured a  sponsorship to-
tal of 600 euros.

Sponsored walk raises almost 
2,000 euros for Sarah’s fund

Sarah Almagro, centre, with the organisers. :: SUR
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Before and after - Josh’s  
transformation. :: SUR

More than four thousand women descended on Malaga city centre 
on Sunday for the seventh edition of the Women’s Race Against Can-
cer. The women taking part, each with their own story of how cancer  
directly or indirectly touched their lives, followed a three-kilometre 
route around the city centre. Belén Infantes was the winner for a 
third time, crossing the line after 10 minutes and 49 seconds.

:: SALVADOR SALAS

PAINTING THE TOWN PINK FOR CANCER
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Tels.: 

952 649 692  
952 649 669 
 
Fax: 

952 611 256 
 

Advertising administrator: 

Teresa Canales 

 

 

SUR offices: 

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2, 

2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 
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58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 
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the email address con- 
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Benalmádena 

INVESTMENT 450,000 Euros. 
Benalmadena La Capellania: Super 
sea views. Villa 4 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, 200m2 build, 650m2 plot, 
prívate pool, garaje. 606526618 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA: 4 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment, pool, parking. 235.000 Euros. 
626.864.683 

LOS BOLICHES: 3 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment, spacious terrace, mountain 
views. Bargain 180,000 Euros!! 
627011848 

FUENGIROLA: 3 bed, 1 bath top 
floor apartment, pool, parking, pano-
ramic views. 220.000 Euros. 
626.864.683 

PENTHOUSE Myramar. 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms. 40m2 terrace, facing 
west. Call: 616325352 

EL COTO 2/3 bedroomed apart-
ment. Very bright and sunny with a 
through breeze. Terrace, 2nd floor. 
Community parking. On bus route. 
All facilities: Farmacia, Supermar-
ket, restaurants, etc. Excellent con-
dition throghout. 140,000 Euros. 
Tel. 653707983 

Inland 
WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

ALHAURIN de la Torre. Santa Amalia 
area. Any cash buyers. 3 bedroom 
villa, living room, kitchen, conser-
vatory, pool and garage. 2.500m2. 
Needs reforms. 98.000 Euros. 
695949131  

ALHAURIN Torre Lauro Golf area. 
Well maintained. 3 bedroom. 2 bath-
room. One level home, garaje, out-
building, pool, romantic forest gar-
den 2782 sq.m. land walking dis-
tance to village ¿265.000. 
Julia/Esme 629487762 / 
678457784

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

samsvilla.com For sale/ rent. Puerto 
Banus. Fab villa 5 beds ensuite. In-
credible sea/ Coast/ La Concha views. 
Plot 1,000m2, built 375m2. 
1,500.000 Euros. 633679540 

MARBELLA 1 bed apartment, 61 
m2 + 20 of terrace. First line beach. 
2 swiming-pools, garage. 370.000 
euros. Direct owner. Mrs. Charo 
654115465 

Mijas 

MIJAS Costa. House 3 bedroom, 
2 bathroom + 1WC, 134m2 living, 
245m2 plot. 278,000 Eur. Tel. 
653804200 

Other areas 

PORTUGAL Land for sale NR Tavira 
3.000 metres. Water well old wind-
mill, sea views. 98.000 euros. Tel. 
691167926 

CHICLANA de la Frontera: 2 villas, 
3&4 bedrooms on 2,000m2, both 
independent, each with 8x4 pool. 
Excellent condition. 1 mile from 
beach. Ideal business opportunity 
or large family. 295,000 Euros. For 
more info email: 
joan_grant2011@icloud.com 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626.864.683 

SELLING your Property? Honest 
valuations. Maximum exposure and 
Free Energy Certificate. 15 years 
successfully selling property on the 
Costa. Call 606526618 or email 
info@first4propertyspain.com No 
sale. No fee guaranteed 

SELLING your property? Estate 
Stockholm Costa del Sol are look-
ing for properties to sell to waiting 
buyers. Call +34952918091 or visit 
estatecds.com 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Costa. Sunny stu-
dio with terrace. Minimum 1 week. 
636316470 

BENALMADENA Costa: Winter sea-
son. Beautiful sunny large apart-
ment with 100mts terrace, frontal 
sea views, centric and quiet, beside 
beach, air conditioner cool/ hot, Wifi 
internet. Parking. More information 
655550067 

ARENAL Golf, 2 bed apartment, 
parking, 650 euros per month. 
643253878 Phone/ Whatsapp 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA: Beachfront, one bed-
room apartment, newly fully refur-
bished. Long term. 530 Euros. 
722366095 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

ALHAURIN Torre Lauro Golf area. 
Well maintained. 3 bedroom. 2 bath-
room. One level home, garaje, out-
building, pool, romantic forest gar-
den 2782 sq.m. land walking dis-
tance to village ¿265.000. 
Julia/Esme 629487762 / 
678457784  

COIN, beautiful country villa, 3 bed-
rooms, garden, pool, storage. 1,200 
euros/month.679111522  

COIN, finca house, 2 bedrooms, ter-
races, 400 euros/month.679111522 

WWW.ALHAURINRENTALS.COM 
Properties for rent and sale with vid-
eos. Erwin 669997655 

ALHAURÍN/  Coín. Beautiful villa 
with pool, 4 bedrooms. 1850 euros. 
669997655 

Málaga Capital 

LOCAL mezzanine 264m2 for rent. 
C/ Amengual de la Mota 33. 2.800 
Euros +iva month. 686955117 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

LA QUINTA apartment 2 bedroom, 
2 bathroom. Furnished. 950 pcm. 
676186499 

MARBELLA: LONG TERM. DE-
TACHED HOUSE, 1KM CENTER. 4 
BEDROOMS, POOL. 2,100 EUROS. 
OWNER 605064874 

MARBELLA center 2 bedroom apart-
ment near beach. 350 Euros/ weekly 
722717700 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo central, 1 bedroom 
apartment. Pool. 425 Euros. Long 
term. 650192127 
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ACCOMMODATION 

House / Flat Share 

LADY from Vienna looking for a room 
with bathroom. Use of kitchen. Mar-
bella and surroundings. Long term. 
664344446 

LADY with room to let in villa, suit 
retired gentleman. 634331091 

NEAR Caminito del Rey for singles 
without cars. 25 Euros p/d, break-
fast included. 665805946 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

DREAM Swimming Pool. If you are 
looking for an original swimming 
pool then you just found the right 
enterprise to make your project 
a reality. We create authentic de-
signs according your needs. Also, 
we can turn your antic pool in to 
a new pool design. +34610502623 
www.dreamgarden.es 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers. info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/ palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Kit Hogg 600260534/ Penny 
Hogg 686888409. www.spain-
tree.com  

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization), swim-
ming pool designs, water features, 
irrigation. Specialising in beau-
tiful gardens. Also replan-
ning/maintenance. Special offer 
for communities. 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es 

THE GARDENER. The cheapest 
price. Tall, trees pruning. Palm tree 
pruning. Maintenance gardens and 
pools. Cleaning gardens. Specialist 
tall tree works. Please contact by 
Whatsapp. 637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

WINDOW and door replacement. 
Over 20 years on the Coast. All ar-
eas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 15 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

I'M LOOKING for work: I'm quali-
fied & experienced builder, all ce-
ment work, plumbing, electricity, 
tilling. Construction of new roofs & 
replacement of old roofs, etc. Any 
kind of reforms. Small and big jobs 
guaranteed. Speak little English. 
690102038/ 643529338 

GENERAL builder: Demolitions, 
plumbing, clearance, brickwork, 
plastering, gardening, fencing. 
603210995 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

ALL kind of repair, reforms, paint-
ings, carpentry, bathroom, kitchen, 
electric. Speak Engl, Swed, Span-
ish. Cyrus 619930738 

Plumbers 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-

dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952450348 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

WOOD repair/furniture restoration. 
Doors and kitchen cabinets. Paint-
ing/spraying, interior/exterior. Tel. 
652698850 nidal_kd@hotmail.com 

VILLA paint interior and exterior 
painting, damp proofing. Job done 
like first time! 633088736. 20 years 
on the coast 

Tiling 

QUALITY Tiling, bathrooms, kitch-
ens, terraces. 20 years on Coast. 
722378582 Vern 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del 
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141 
www.masterbuildspain.com... 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
670409759.  

CARPENTER: Kitchens, wardrobes, 
parquet, doors, huts, pergolas, as-
semblies, repairs. Torremolinos/ 
Marbella. Ricardo & Luís 637160129 

A VINTAGE coffee table a 3 meter 
farm table. Bespoke creations, it's 
my hobby making them. 952590519 
Anton Holand 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Boilers 

WATER heaters: Gas or electric. Over 
20 years on the Coast. All areas cov-
ered. Full guarantee. EnviroCare SL. 
www.envirocarespain.com....... 
info@envirocarespain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 37 years expe-
rience 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
634455064 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We (clean, 
crystallize, seal, polish). Also repair, 
grinding, laying, selling marble. 
Clean, seal terraces, 25 years expe-
rience. Cover all Costa. Tel: 
0034671244683 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
anygenuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952667559 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24 hour call-out. Free 
security surveys. English speak-
ing. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 658277572  

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

JUST SOLAR. Electric & hot water 
systems fitted and maintained 
677063272/ 625702772 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 



June 7th  to 13th 2019 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

59 CLASSIFIED

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. Author-
ised installers under regulations: 
Real Decreto 115/207..... www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the 
Costa Del Sol 952663141/ 
670409759 

FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves: 
info@envirocarespain.com..... 
www.envirocarespain.com. All ar-
eas covered. Established on the Costa 
Del Sol for over 20 years. 
952663141/ 670409759 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

PRONTO Build Multiservices build-
ing company. Free quotation. Ed-
ward 618622272 www.pron-
tobuild.es 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com  

HOME renovation Maple Leaf Bath-
rooms - kitchens- plumbing - car-
pentry electricity all kind of instal-
lations. Even 635252327 

Waterproofing 

DAMPNESS problems?? We can solve 
it, with 15 years guarantee. Alfil Wa-
terproofing. Since 1989. 952272700 
www.imperalfil.com 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-

down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 

647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE! www.yarzalawyers.com 
0034.619.930.052 

Translators 

OFFICIAL Translations. All languages 
952789204 mobile 654613094 
Sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

RE-MORTGAGE Spain, Fluent Fi-
nance can offer a free, no obliga-
tion Spanish mortgage review to see 
if you can SAVE MONEY or better 
your terms by changing Spanish lend-
ers. Do you have an old interest only 
mortgage from an international 
lender which needs to be refinanced? 
Contact Marc  952853647, melli-
ott@fluentfinanceabroad.com or 
visit www.fluentfinanceabroad.com 

FLUENT Finance Abroad. Are you 
looking to raise funds against your 
home in Spain for property reforms, 
debt consolidation, liquidity pur-
poses, Self Build finance or short 
term bridging facilities? We have al-
ternatives to high street Banks which 
offer bespoke solutions!! Call us or 
visit www.fluentfinanceabroad.com 
for more information. +34 
952853647 or email info@fluent-
financeabroad.com. Visit our San 
Pedro office 

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

NEED a co-working space in Este-
pona center? We offer great work-
space to develop your business from 
180 euros/month. Ask for other op-
tions 951273993 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 

MAN & VAN 20 Euros an hour. Re-
movals big/ small. House clearances/ 
rubbish. Paul 622020856 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/ hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 600. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK JUNE 14TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582/ 
603860702 move@freinterna-
tional.com 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

VANMOVES. Small removals, clear-
ances, Ikea collections, 20eur./ 
hourly. Experienced. 603257612 

REMOVALS from UK leaving 14th 
June returning 25th June. Space 
available both ways. Fully insured. 
Immediate collection, no problem. 
00447403200234/ 611386014. 
sambray92@hotmail.com 

BECKS Transport. Fast turnaround 
removals. Door to door. UK-Spain-
UK and Europe. Offer full service. 
Call Spain +34633088736, UK 
+447810824694 

MAN WITH big van, removals, 20 
Euros/ hour. Also house clearance. 
Ikea runs. 609321958 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

HOUSE Clearance specialists. Full 
or part clearance. All furniture 
wanted. We pay more!! Call 
634324914 or Email houseclear-
anceman@hotmail.com 

HOUSEHOLD/ garden furniture. 
Entire contents purchased includ-
ing the vehicle. 660366033 

6 REPSOL orange gas bottles Eur.18 
each, Eur.100 lot. 664385610 

2 SCAFFOLD  towers old bot good 
with 4 new wheels. 664385610 

LARGE supply of artwork material 
for sale. Razonable prices to clear 
Fuengirola 604219716 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673  

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-

stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 

or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 

proper cars, same day collection. 

678808837 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 

for any second-hand cars. Jeff 

639416333 

CALL me first or last, but phone 
me!! I pay more, guaranteed. Want 
motorhomes, caravans, cars, com-
mercial vehicles. Financed, no pa-
pers. Non-runners no problem. 
660366033 Chris. 20 years on the 
coast 
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4X2 AWARD WINNING NISSAN 
QUASQAI 2015, ONLY 41,000KMS 
YES. APPROX(25,000MILES) DIE-
SEL 1.5, JUST PASSED 1ST ITV 
TILL JUNE 2021. GOODLOOKING, 
GLASS ROOF, SAT.NAV. CAMERA 
FRONT AND BACK. SO SPECIAL, 
SO SAMANTHA SUPER BUY AT 
16,500 EUROS. SEE WEB. PHO-
TOS WWW.ROBERTSONCARS-
SPAIN.COM OR SPEAK TO SAMAN-
THA 608658785 

CARS WANTED, Spanish LHD, Eve-
rything considered. Cash Waiting. 
Call 603176580 

NISSAN Primastar LWB (Renault 
Traffic) new cambelt +water pump. 
RHD. No MOT good for UK return 
Eur. 1100 ONO. 664385610 

MERCEDES ML 320 4x4, petrol, 
auto, 2004, leather seats, aircon, 
etc. Body damage, daily used. 2,500 
Euros. 663956018 

Buy / Sell Motorbikes 

MOTORCYCLES/ Scooters bought 
and sold, same day response, ITV, 
Gestoria service. 674843115 

Car / Van Hire 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 
952796166/ 615834322. 
info@transmatic.es www.trans-
matic.es  

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying & registering to save 
tax. More info www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury 
boat charters. Boat sales. 
Tel/Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

MOORING 10 mtrs-3 mtrs. Good 
price. Contact 657646705 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

PUERTO Banús 8m mooring for 
rental Telephone 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain can help you hire 
and keep quality staff quickly and 
cost effectively. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com  

JOBFINDER Spain can help you find 
your ideal job. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES: We are 
looking for experienced Sales Reps. 
952028080. Email: info@local-
soft.net / Web: www.localsoft.com 

VIDEOGAME TESTERS: Earn quick 
money testing videogames (all lan-
guages). Tel. 952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.net / Web: www.lo-
calsoftgames.com 

500 - 3,000 Euros per month (you 
choose the amount) part time, home 
based. Call Phil Cony on 643781651 
for details 

DO YOU need a part time job 4-
8.30pm, Monday to Friday? Fully 
contracted plus commissions. Fuen-
girola center. Call 622206333 

NATIVE TEFL teacher required for 
Academy in Estepona. September 
start. Experience with children and 
Cambridge exams preferred. Please 
send CV and letter to idiomaseste-
pona@hotmail.com 

BLUE SQUARE Real Estate is cur-
rently searching for Sales Execu-

tives to work in Málaga, Fuengi-
rola/Benalmádena, Marbella, Este-

pona and Sotogrande areas. A train-
ing package is provided and excel-

lent incentives. Multilingual candi-
dates are sought after. Please email 

hr@blue-square.com your CV 

EARN 75 Euros/ 400 Euros weekly. 
Flexible work from home. Top Euro-

pean Company. Many benefits. Ap-
ply to equipovolare2016@mail.com 

LOVESPAIN Real Estate in Marbella, 
are looking for experienced Prop-
erty Sales Agents. Applicants must 
be self-motivated, fluent in English 
plus another language a bonus! Have 
good knowledge of the Costa Del 
Sol. Must have own 4 door trans-
port. This is a Self-employed posi-
tion with no basic but high commis-
sions will be paid. Leads will be pro-
vided. Call 619994265 for further 
details or send CV 
info@lovespain.com 

RECEPTIONIST: We are hiring a 
temporary receptionist. Tel. 
952028080. Email: info@local-
soft.net / Web: www.localsoft.com 

VACANCY for qualified English 

teacher in well established language 

academy in Malaga capital, starting 

15 September 2019. Email CV to: 

englishacademy-

malaga@gmail.com 

ENQUIRIES officer . School seek-

ing admin. Native English speaker, 

fluent Spanish. Excellent commu-

nication skills. Short term position. 

CV to s.aboosally@laudesanpe-

dro.com 

OVERSEAS Dreams Real Estate 
Agency in La Cala de Mijas, are 
looking for young, self motivated 
and driven sales staff. Fabulous 

commission opportunities. No Es-
tate Agency experience needed, 
full training given. Must be com-
puter literate, own your own car, 
speak fluent English & basic Span-
ish, other languages an advan-
tage. Contact Peter 64 65 66 555 
or submit your CV to peter@over-

seasdreams.com  

VIDEOGAME TESTERS: Earn quick 
money testing videogames (all lan-
guages). Tel. 952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.net / Web: www.lo-
calsoftgames.com 

JOB OFFER kitchen assistant needed 
for small restaurant in MontemarI. 
4 hours a day, 6 days per week from 
7pm till 11pm. Closed on Wednes-
days. Duties include washing-up, 
cleaning, food preparation and gen-
erally helping the chef with rhe run-
ning ot the kitchen. Interested? 
Please Call Marc on 602 578 025 or 
whatsapp 0044 78 842 455 60 for 
an interview 

TEMPORARY delivery driver 
wanted, suit active early retired or 
person with some spare time. 2 days 
a week, Fuengirola area. 600061202 

DANCE Teachers (Irish/ Tap/ Jazz/ 
Hip-Hop)/ Drama teachers/ Sing-
ing teachers required for Saturdays 
from September in Malaga area for 
work with Irish theatre-in-educa-
tion company. Information/CV to 
stagezoneesp@gmail.com 

ETSIMME Suomen. Espanjan ja Eng-
lanti hallitsevan reipaan henkilon 
lentokentta toimistollemme asiakas-
palveluun. Marko@autokatti.com 
952 475 179 

Y-INTERNET.COM established over 
15 years requires an installer for Fi-
bre and Wifi networks. Must speak 
English. Preferably Spanish speak-
ing with experience. Send CV or de-
tails of your experience to recruit-
ment@y-internet.com 

PART- time Sales person speaking 
English/ Spanish required. Front-
line Fuengirola office. 663956018 

FAST moving Telemarketing based 

in Benalmadena is recruiting fol-

lowing expansion program. Send CV 

for consideration to: admin@o1c-

solutions.com Basic, commission & 

contract for successful applicants. 

Instant start a possibility. OTE 2K 

pcm 

DELIVERY Driver over 40 years 

wanted for Furniture Store on 

Coast. Must be able to lift. Native 

English speaker, good conditions 

to right man. CV + current photo 

to logisticsmijas@hotmail.com 

SALES Persons required for Fur-

niture Store. Must be experienced. 

English & Spanish essential. Send 

CV + current photo to: logistics-

mijas@hotmail.com  

SUNCOASTER Group, Calahonda 

requires Trainee Sales Admin/ Re-

ception preferably bright, young, 

motivated person to join our broadly 

based property Sales and Manage-

ment Team. Fluent in English & Span-

ish plus other languages an advan-

tage. Good computer skills, flexi-

bility and a desire to learn and pro-

gress. CV to info@suncoaster-

group.com or call Bianca on 

952939329 

ADMIN We are looking for an ex-

tremely organized and focused per-

son to join our admin department.See 

more details on www.ambience-

homedesign.com/career 

PA/ Receptionist: We are looking 

for a PA/Receptionist. See more de-

tails on www.ambiencehomedes-

ign.com/career 

FULLY qualified KS 1/KS 2 teacher 

required for September for interna-

tional school teaching the English 

National Curriculum. No TEFL. Please 

send full CV to kspencer@no-

vaschool.es 
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FIDELITY Marketing. We are cur-
rently employing for our Marbella 
office, we are looking for native Eng-
lish people who are self motivated 
with experience in telesales. We of-
fer a basic salary and competitive 
commission structure. For more in-
formation please email fidelitymar-
keting@mail.com or call 
0034604364769  

Situations Wanted 

VERY hard working, responsible 
lady: Looking for cleaning job. Price 
and times flexible. 697395617 

ASSISTANT carer for elderly, 
full/part time, live-in with profes-
sional experience. Eva 633218841 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

AFFLUENT slim, fashionable, so-
cial gent 68, very fit, active, en-
joys walking, swimming, dinning 
out, travel, yoga, WLTM slim ac-
tive lady, 55-70, for friendship/ 
long term relationship. Please 
text/ call 610361114/ 
00447834456562 

GENTLEMAN (submissive) seeks a 
mature experienced contempory 
50+ with a secluded venue and very 
wide spectrum of intimate interests 
he would like to explore.. a retired 
male nurse perhaps outrefun1@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Clairvoyants 

BRITISH Psychic consultant thera-
pist offers guidance through accu-
rate predictions on money, sex, love, 
health. Torre del Mar 634922224 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

FUENGIROLA: Hawaiian Lomi-
Lomi massage. Relieve pain, an-
tistress. In/ outcalls. 600231544 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

BENALMADENA Costa: Female 
masseuse. Pensioners 50% dis-
count. 691533101 

NEW PROFESSIONAL Chiromas-
seuse. Marbella center. Exclusive 
offer. Therapies in general. Thera-
peutic, Sports, Holistic, Califor-
nian, Swedish massages. Tradi-
tional Hindu massage. 634775180  

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. Reduced rates: 
over 65. 622231133 

BENALMADENA: Professional 
massage, lumbar, back, clay, 
chocolate. From 30E. 608181791. 
beaprinc.wixsite.com/zen-
realmmassage 

MARBELLA titled chiropractor and 
massage therapeutic. Chinese tech-
niques. Portable massage bed. Monik 
telf. 686740661 

POL 25 boy teen, profesional mas-
sage. Cabinet equipped. Also other 
techniques. Whatsapp info. Center 
area +34681250831 

NEXT to San Pedro Professional and 
relaxing massage. Polish lady 
603105196 

Therapists 
ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

PROFESSIONAL Massage, Breuss, 
Dorn method, original Thai mas-
sage, Sports, Reflexology, Deep tis-
sue. Home visits. 603135167 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard 447813944146 

Dentists 
LOOKING for Dental Technician to 
repare equipment. Private. Fuengi-
rola. 676735617 

Mobility 

MOBILITY Scooter 4 wheeled, ex-
cellent condition, hardly used. 400 
Euros ONO. Contact 664312834 

MOBILITY scooters and wheelchairs: 
Rental, repair and sales. All Coast 
and Axarquia: Mollina, Antequera. 
Also repair TV¿s audio, swimming 
pool pumps. 663956018 

Others 

VIAGRA (Kamagra) 100 mg, Ci-
alis (Tadalafil) 20 mg, Jellies 100 
mg. Wholesale & retail. Free de-
livery all areas. For the best 
prodcts & service. 617740250.24 
hrs 

MALE/FEMALE Viagra, kamagra 
jellys, cialis, delivered or mail or-
der viagra4you19@gmail.com 
672883025  

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC SKY TV. IPTV. Full Skypack Eu-
ropeens Hdtv Reallignements. In-
stallacions audio videos cameras se-
curity. Internettv wifi. Electrical 
fault tv all rooms no cables. All cost 
coverage Jose Sotto since 1973. 952 
44 38 38 670 443 838 jose-
sotto@ono.com  

GOLF 

PRO GOLF lessons. Private and 

groups. 644816631 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 
Buy / Sell 
DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones/ accessories in your 
language. Sales and repairs. Agents 
MASMOVIL/ TIEKOM. Established 
1999. info@daytona.es or call 
952667395. Los Boliches 

Repairs 
COMPUTER & LAPTOP problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Computers & Lap-
tops upgraded and repaired. Laptop 
sales, New and Refurbished. Also 
one-to-one training. Experienced, 
reliable service, Paul, 
630652338/952493859 

PC DOCTOR New service: Fixing 
your computer remotely or at home, 
fixed price maintenance. For details 
952591071 All makes/ models cov-
ered 

COMPUTER. Internet, Network or 
UK TV Issues? 15 years helping 
people. Call Neil: 662379899 
info@soltecspain.com 

Websites 

WEBSITES New builds, Manage-
ment, Upgrades, Hosting, Problem 
solutions. Robert. 637517551 

CLASSES 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. School in Fuengirola. 
661159330 teacher.cristina@out-
look.com 

SPANISH lessons. Native, quali-
fied & experienced teacher. New 
easy and effective method. Also 
tutoring for students. Coast and 
inland. 678997388 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/Mijas. 657325808 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method: Simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents 617879834 

SPANISH by Spaniards. Save time 
learning Spanish much faster with 
the best of the best of all the best 
methods ever created for learning 
Spanish. Everyone learns. 
649341877 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

GERMAN shephard puppies, excel-
lent pedigree, vaccinated, micro-
chip, international passport, con-
tact Coroninas. 619464515, 
609535857 

STUNNING Black Labrador puppies. 
Home raised. Ready to leave 12th 
June at 10 weeks. Fully vaccinated 
with Pedigree. Please call 
654365109 for more information 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

Pet Transport 
PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256

BEAUTIFUL Pedigree English Sprin-
ger Spaniels. 1 male, 1 female. Liver 
and white markings. Home raised 
with their parents. Parents have Ken-
nel Club 5 generation pedigrees. 
Also registered with the Spanish 
RSCE. Will be ready to leave on the 
21st June. For further information 
contact Lucy on 686010455 

GORGEOUS Pedigree Black labra-
dor puppies. 2 females 1 male both 
parents are working dogs reared at 
home mum can be seen.ready to 
leave from 11th June for more in-
formation contact James on 
654365109 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Spruce Goose 2. Beast 3. 
Flying Potato 4. Sitting Duck

What nickname was given 
to the giant Hughes H4 
Hercules airplane?

1. An Italian instrument 2. An 
exotic fruit 3. A gaucho’s hat 
4. A small marsupial

What is a Pademelon?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11360

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

It certainly does seem that a break from 

your usual routine has worked wonders. 

Pushing ahead with plans midweek 

could see some opposition.  

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

The person trying to push you into a 

corner is likely to be on shaky ground. 

Their argument could collapse at any 

time. Don’t give in, just get on with 

something else.     

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Old gripes should be cleared away and 

new paths opened. Someone who you 

thought you had ‘grown out of’ is still 

able to put a twinkle in your eyes.     

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Thoughts of love and romance come 

and go at the moment. This is maybe 

because you are occupied with more 

‘serious’ matters? Rethink what you 

really need in life.  

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

People seeking out your company is 

nothing new. Some of them want your 

time and attention because you are 

fun to be with, however someone has 

a rather more long-term hope.   

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

In a boost to your social life this week 

there is the chance of meeting some 

unusual people. This triggers your 

curiosity and is certainly mind-opening!      

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Family matters are very upbeat. 

Celebrations are likely to trigger old 

memories. For once you won’t be 

accused of being over-sentimental.   

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Someone is sending social sparks out in 

all directions and, if you are interested, 

speed is needed. Confidence can be 

built up gradually by always stretching 

yourself that little bit more.    

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Being flexible about who you meet this 

week could see you out of your comfort 

zone but feeling as though you have 

made real progress. You are not one to 

put up with second best, however.    

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Someone who annoyed you recently has 

spurred you on to show your inner 

feelings. Practical thoughts seem to fly 

out of the window when your heart is 

involved.     

Sagittarius  
November 223rd – December 21st 

Jump out of that stiff shirt and feel the 

freedom of free choice. How good does 

it feel to be clear of all the expectations 

of others, not just your own?  

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Do not see yourself as a workhorse or a 

convenience for others. Without you 

there are those who would fail. What 

you volunteer for at the weekend may 

give your confidence a boost!.

5 2 3

9 8 3 4

7 4 1 6 9

4 6 3 2 1

7 6 4

3 5

3 1 7 2

2 4 8 9

4 1

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down

WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

i

Answer: Spruce Goose. 
Of interest: Built by eccentric 
millionaire Howard Hughes, the H-4 
Flying boat was the largest flying 
boat ever built. It was built of wood 
(birch) to avoid using restricted 
wartime materials and only flew 
once, just 21 metres. It was never 
flown again. Google moved in to the 
legendary plane’s old hangar in 
2018. 
Answer: A small marsupial 
Of interest: The pademelon is a 
small marsupial found in the forests 
of Australia and it’s surrounding 
islands. It is most closely related to 
the wallaby and the kangaroo.

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is D.  
Vindaloo, dhansak, tandoori, 
all Indian dishes.

Last week:  
Fuengirola 

A bronze statue of the Catholic Kings, 
Ferdinand and Isabella was installed in 
the Plaza de Los Reyes Católicas 
(before known as Plaza del 
Ayuntamiento) in 2004.   

Happy families

Language Crossword

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION
CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Star Pride                    08/06                Almeria            Gibraltar               08.00            23.59 

Riviera                          09/06               Alicante               Cadiz                  08.00            19.00 

Independence ot Seas 10/06               Valencia              Lisbon                 07.00            16.00 

Le Bougainville      10-11/06              Cadiz                 Lisbon                 14.00            01.00 

Harmony V              14-16/06           Marbella           Marbella               06.00            23.59
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The French company 
Gaumont is producing  
The Power of Love, and  
has chosen locations in La 
Malagueta district and the 
Miramar Hotel  

:: FRANCISCO GRIÑÁN 

MALAGA. She came out wearing 
slippers, a white overall and her 
hair held back in a net, looking 
comfortable and domestic. That 
was, of course, exactly how she 
was supposed to look because she 
is playing Canadian singing star 
Celine Dion in the film The Power 
of Love, and had been shooting a 
scene inside Dion’s apartment. Or 
what was supposed to be her home, 
because as far as anybody knows 
the singer has never actually been 
inside the property she appeared 
outside in Calle Maestranza, in 
Malaga city.  

During a break in filming, Celine 
turned back into French actress 
and director Valerie Lemercier, and 
left the building in the company 

of an assistant who held up an um-
brella to protect her from the sun. 
Although by then she had taken 
the wig off, you could see the 
makeup and details of her charac-
terisation as Celine Dion. It was 
difficult to tell the two apart.    

When she was warned that the 
media were present the actress 
quickly put on the hat she had 
been holding, to hide what every-
one wanted to see: her transfor-
mation into the singer who leapt 
to fame with the soundtrack to the 
film Titanic.  

On the other side of the street was 
a large caravan where Valerie took 
refuge from the gaze of the media 
and prying lenses, but some of the 
blonde wigs which turn her into Dion 

could be seen through a window.  
The film, which has a budget of 

20.5 million euros, is produced by 
the French company Gaumont and 
tells the story of the Ca-
nadian singer, 
whose hits in-
clude  All by 
Myself, I’m 
Alive and, of 
course, My 
Heart Will 
Go On. 

A l t ho u g h  
there had been 
speculation that 
Angelina Jolie was 
the favourite to play 
Dion, it was Valerie Lemercier who 
finally convinced the star to sup-
port this authorised biopic and took 
on the role herself.  

The film will show Dion’s de-
termination and personality from 
her birth in Quebec, her rise to 
fame and her marriage to René An-
gélil, who also discovered her and 
represented her until his death in 
2016. Filming on the Costa del Sol 
was expected to take a week. 

Here comes Celine Dion
French director and actress Valerie Lemercier has been in 
Malaga to shoot scenes for a film about the world famous singer
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The film, which has a 
budget of 20.5 million 
euros, tells the life story 
of Celine Dion and her 
rise to fame Valerie Lemercier, in a break from filming. :: SALVADOR SALAS


