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Sergio García sits one point off the lead after Thursday’s opening day. :: EFE

SERGIO’S TITLE DEFENCE TEES OFF

Costa’s pulling power for new 
residents is as strong as ever

The Spanish golfer is  
looking for his fourth  
successive victory in the  
Andalucía Masters at  
Valderrama this week   P47

The population on the Costa del Sol 
continues to grow thanks to new 
residents moving from abroad and 
other parts of Spain. The figures re-
leased by the National Statistics In-
stitute this week show that new 

residents from abroad totalled more 
than 26,000 in 2018, with more 
coming from the UK than any other 
country. Another 20,000 left the 
country, however, among them 
12,000 Europeans.  P2

As areas of northern Spain complain of 
depopulation, last year Malaga province 
gained nearly 10,000 inhabitants 

The column of thick black 
smoke, which authorities 
said was not toxic, could 
be seen for miles   P13

Police step up search  
for missing Romanian 
woman and search her 
boyfriend’s house in 
Axarquía village  P14

Fire at San Roque 
petrochemical 
plant alarms the 
Gibraltar area

The plume of black smoke. :: EFE

The Dublin suburb of Shankill is 
mourning the death of a 53-year-old 
local who died of his injuries after a 
bottle attack at the end of last week 
in Fuengirola. A British resident in 
Mijas is being held without bail .  P13

The victim, who was on 
holiday with his family, was 
attacked with two broken 
bottles in an Irish bar

British man held 
without bail over 
death of Irish man 
in Fuengirola

Business and pleasure 
meet in Saint Petersburg.  
Explore Russia’s cultural 
capital in this month’s 
Travel special   P28-32

Granada’s new AVE  
high-speed rail link with 
Madrid was opened by top 
authorities, despite a slow 
section near Loja  P4

British scientist, Kevin 
Warwick, talks artificial 
intelligence  P16
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Malaga is the Andalusian 
province that gained 
most inhabitants last year 
and has some of the 
highest numbers of 
immigrants in the country   

MALAGA. The depopulation that 
is such a concern for regions in the 
north of Spain isn’t a problem for 
Malaga, at least when looking at 
the province as a whole. It appears 
to be a demographic magnet and 
every year new people come to live 
here, attracted by the climate, 
beaches or economic dynamism.  

In 2018 Malaga was once again 
the province of Andalucía that 
gained the most population: 9,438 
more inhabitants (about 0.57 per 
cent), taking the total to 1,660,944, 
according to figures published by 
the National Institute of Statistics  
(INE) this week.  

This was almost exclusively due 
to the arrival of people from else-
where, because the natural growth 
of the population (the difference 
between births and deaths) was 
negligible. The figures show that 
there was a positive net balance of 
6,379 from abroad and 2,993 from 
elsewhere in Spain.  

Domestic migration 
Malaga is the third province in 
Spain in terms of net interprovin-
cial migration: the 2,993 men-
tioned above. Only Madrid and the 
Balearic Islands are ahead. The fig-
ure is obtained by the difference 

between people who came to 
Malaga from other parts of Spain 
(17,519) and those who left to live 
elsewhere in the country (14,526). 
This figure has increased compared 
with last year.  

The main provinces of origin of 
these new residents were Madrid, 
Granada, Cadiz, Cordoba and 

Seville. It is interesting to see that 
Barcelona is in sixth place, with 
1,149 people moving from there 
to Malaga last year.  

This increase in internal migra-
tion to Malaga includes a combi-
nation of profiles. Some people 
come for work (which increases 
the active population of the prov-

ince) while others are wealthy resi-
dents of places like Madrid, Barce-
lona or the Basque Country who 
find the Costa del Sol a restful place 
to live. As a result of both these cir-
cumstances, Malaga has become a 
magnet for new Spanish residents.  

Foreign residents 
Looking at migration to Malaga 
from abroad, this increased last 
year by 10 per cent to 26,506. The 
main countries of origin were the 
UK, Morocco, Colombia, Italy and 
Venezuela. Once again, these fig-
ures include different profiles. 
There were immigrants in the most 
classical sense, who came looking 
for work; pensioners wanting to 
spend their retirement years in a 
lovely place and even refugees from  
countries in conflict such as Vene-
zuela and Ukraine.    

As a result of this boost in im-
migration from abroad, foreigners 
currently account for 15.3 per cent 
of the population of Malaga prov-
ince, while the national average is 
lower at 10.3 per cent.  

At the same time, fewer resi-
dents of Malaga moved abroad last 
year. The number dropped by 14 
per cent (20,127 Malaga residents 
moved to another country), so the 
migratory balance was more posi-
tive than in previous years, with 
an increase of 6,379 as mentioned 
earlier.  

Thousands left Spain 
The figures continue to show that 
many European residents have re-
turned their countries of origin.  

Of the 20,127 people resident in 
Malaga who left and went abroad 
last year, only 2,619 were Spanish. 
Of the other 17,000, 12,000 were 
from mainland Europe and nearly 
5,000 from the UK. However, this 
flow out of Spain is slowing down 
compared with previous years.  

NURIA 
TRIGUERO 

 ntriguero@diariosur.es

Malaga, a magnet for new residents

Population of Malaga on 1 January 2019  (Figures show number of inhabitants)
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    Russia 
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Last year 26,506 foreigners and 17,519 Spanish citizens moved to the Costa del Sol

Variation in population 2018-2019

Internal migration to Malaga: origin

1,660,944 
(1 January 2019)

Foreign migration to Malaga: origin

Population of Malaga 1971-2019

1971 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019

853,567 
(1971)

1,145,807 
(1990)

1,566,667 
(2010)

MALAGA 
+9,438

Balearics 
+20,885

Madrid 
+91,186 Barcelona 

+58,744

Alicante +17,328

Tenerife 
+17,480

Las Palmas 
+12,697

Murcia 
+12,129

Seville 
+4,184

Asturias -5,331

Jaén 
-4,700

León 
-3,542

Cordoba 
-2,700

Cáceres 
-2,604

Cadiz 
1,751

Seville 
1,281

Madrid 
2,593

Barcelona 
1,149

Granada 
1,521

Cordoba 
1,343

Jaén 
822

Almeria 
526

Balearics 
511

The new arrivals include 
people moving for work, 
pensioners and refugees 
from countries in conflict 
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La Concepción reservoir, 
which has been on pre-
alert since May, will reach 
an emergency level in 
October if demand 
continues at the expected 
rate and there is no rain 

:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA. Water supplies on 
the western Costa del Sol are guar-
anteed for the peak tourist season. 
The dry spring however has left re-
serves lower than they were a year 
ago, and the authorities are warn-
ing that if it doesn’t rain later this 
summer and if demand remains as 
expected, water will have to be di-
verted from Malaga from October 
onwards.  

La Concepción reservoir, which 
supplies Mijas, Torremolinos, 
Benalmádena, Fuengirola, Mar-
bella, Estepona, Benahavís, Istán, 
Ojén, Casares and Manilva, is cur-
rently at 69% of capacity and con-
tains 42.6 cubic hectometres of 
water, according to information 
from the Red Hidrosur, part of the 
regional government’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, Farming, Fishing and 
Sustainable Development.  

The level of water has risen by 
four per cent (1.68 cubic hectome-
tres) since the present hydrologi-
cal or water year began on 1 Octo-
ber. However, when comparing the 

figures from exactly one year ago 
with those now the picture is not 
exactly promising. In June 2018 
La Concepción was 94.8% full and 
contained nearly 59 cubic hecto-

metres, 16 more than now. Since 
then it has rained very little. 

Since the start of the hydrologi-
cal year the reservoir has collected 
426 litres per square metre, com-

pared with 603 in the same period 
last year. The Marbella treatment 
plant has collected 322 litres per 
square metre, compared with 533. 
The main problem with La Con-
cepción is that it is a small reser-
voir and since May it has been in 
a situation of pre-alert. According 
to the latest reports, if there is no 
rain it will be at emergency level 
in October.  

No restrictions 
The Costa del Sol, with its massive 
influx of tourists, needs about 33 
cubic hectometres of water during 
the summer season. The authorities 
say there will be enough this year 
without restrictions having to be 
imposed, as water will be supplied 
from the reservoir, the Marbella de-
salination plant, various wells and 
transferred from the Campo de Gi-
braltar area under a purchase agree-
ment signed in 2013 by the Arcgisa 
and Acosol companies.  

However, action may have to be 
taken in October to guarantee sup-
plies, including diverting water 
from Malaga at a rate of 200 litres 
per second, which is the maximum 
possible through the pipeline to the 
coast.   

Manuel Cardeña, the head of Aco-
sol, says there is no need for con-
cern but he stresses that the regional 
government needs to create con-
nections between the reservoirs so 
no water is wasted. At present when 
it rains heavily water has to be re-
leased from La Concepción and it 
just flows into the sea instead of 
being diverted and stored elsewhere.

Costa water supply guaranteed for  
the summer season despite dry spring

La Concepción reservoir currently contains 42 cubic hectometres of water. :: JOSELE
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Politicians have declared 
the route open, however 
services are slower than 
planned as old tracks are 
still being used in the 
Loja area   

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

GRANADA. The AVE high-speed 
rail network has a new destination 
from this week. On Tuesday, the act-
ing prime minister, Pedro Sánchez, 
was on the inaugural train journey 
to Granada from Madrid. 

Granada will now be connected 
to the capital with three high-speed 
trains a day on a new branch line 
that connects with the existing 
Malaga-Madrid AVE line at An-
tequera, in inland Malaga province. 

It’s almost 20 years since the con-
nection to Granada was first mooted. 
The line’s construction began some 
ten years ago but was delayed dur-
ing the  world economic crisis.  De-
spite ill-feeling between rival poli-
ticians over the length of time it has 
taken, this was put aside for the in-
augural journey. The PM was joined 
by Andalusian regional president, 
Juanma Moreno, who got on when 
the train reached Antequera. 

Granada linked to Costa too 

The new line also opens the door to 
faster train journey times between 
Malaga and Granada as well. Passen-
gers from the Costa will need to 
change at Antequera Santa Ana sta-
tion until September when direct 
services of around an hour and a quar-
ter  start with Avant trains.  But there 
has been criticism that this time is 
not much different to the bus or car. 
Next year a new Antequera Centro 
station will shorten the Malaga-Gra-
nada journey by a few more minutes. 

The extension of the AVE net-
work from Antequera into Granada 
is the latest in a long-term plan to 

connect most parts of Spain to the 
much-praised services that reach 
speeds of 300 km/h. Spain has been 
able to sell the technology and ex-
pertise to other countries, most no-
tably to Saudi Arabia for a new line 
to Mecca.  

However services into Granada 
will be slower than originally hoped 
as trains need to reduce speed in the 
mountainous Loja area of Granada 
province. Here the new, faster route 
is only just being started and for the 
moment the path of the old route 
is still used but with the narrower, 
international AVE gauge in place.  

On Tuesday’s inaugural train 
from Madrid there was much rib-
bon cutting and the new mayor of 
Granada, Luis Salvador,  was there 
to greet it when it reached the city.  

Juanma Moreno used the oppor-
tunity to call for the national gov-
ernment to improve rail links to 
more parts of Andalucía. “We want 
to get over that divide that sepa-

rates us from the richest regions of 
Spain and Europe. We’ve got tal-
ent and potential, and above all the 
clear determination to reach that 
goal.” 

Also highlighting the benefits 
for tourism, Moreno added, “From 
now on, the world’s moved closer 
to the Alhambra, the Albaicín,  the 
Sierra Nevada and La Alpujarra.”

AVE high-speed trains reach Granada for 
first time but part of the line is incomplete

A couple take a photo with one of the distinctive AVE trains at Granada station. :: EFE

The PM unveils a plaque in Antequera with dignitaries. :: EFE

:: SUR 

MALAGA. Spain is expected to 
be hotter than Cairo or Abu Dhabi 
for the next three days from to-
day (Friday). Amid advice on 
drinking lots of water and doing 
little exercise repeated across 
television and radio stations, fore-
casters are waiting to see if re-
cords for June temperatures will 
be broken. 

 The Costa del Sol looks set to 
escape the worst, with milder air 
giving broadly normal tempera-
tures for late June. 

The mass of hot air from Af-
rica affecting much of Europe 
brought highs over 40 degrees 
to central Spain on Thursday and 
there are weather warnings in 
place for extreme heat, with 
highs five to ten degrees above 
the seasonal norm. Much of the 
valley of the northern Ebro river 
was forecast to be on red alert 
today and Saturday. 

However, Malaga is forecast 
to be a cooler 30 degrees this 
weekend with Marbella a few de-
grees lower.

Most of Spain 
swelters in June 
heatwave as the 
Costa misses out 
on the worst

Popular Tamisa 
Golf hotel to close 
as administrators 
move in

:: SUR 

MIJAS. The Tamisa Golf Hotel, 
next to Mijas Golf, has gone into 
administration and is due to close 
this Sunday, administrators Sán-
chez Medina confirmed on Thurs-
day. The hotel has been a favour-
ite place to stay for golfers as well 
as a popular venue over the years 
for expat meetings, gala dinners 
and charity events.
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This year’s ‘Chiringuito 
Day’ launched a number 
of new initiatives to help 
keep these popular 
establishments at the 
forefront of the sector  

:: PILAR MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. The look of surprise on 
the faces of a group of foreigners, 
already seated at their table, when  
a plate of sardine skewers, a jug of 
‘tinto de verano’ and some prawns 
were delivered, prompted some ex-
planation. These were complimen-
tary, they were told, because 
Wednesday was a day of celebration 
for ‘chiringuito’ beach bars and their 
role in the local economy. 

This day, organised by the Costa 
del Sol Association of Beach Busi-
nesses, in used annually to launch 
new campaigns to keep these busi-
nesses at the forefront of the hos-
pitality trade. This year, reducing 
plastic usage is the focus, with the 

target to cut them out completely. 
The president of this association, 

Manuel Villafaina, highlighted the 
turnout for the day and said that he 

was positive that this initiative, 
called ‘Nuestra playa, nuestra casa’ 
(our beach, our home), which has 
already seen plastic straws banished, 

will be a success. 
“A lot of people came up to me 

and congratulated me and wished 
us well with the initiative,” said Vil-

lafaina, who pointed out that all of 
the details of the campaign were on 
display for clients on their table cov-
ers. The principal objective, he said, 
was to defend and protect the bars’ 
surroundings, referring to the sea 
and beaches. 

Torremolinos 

To coincide with the day, Torremo-
linos town hall created an interac-
tive map of the 64 establishments 
on its coastline. Specifically, the 
Tourism department has created a 
blog (https://blog.turismotorremo-
linos.es) with a post under the ti-
tle ‘Descubre los chiringuitos de 
Torremolinos’ which, “in addition 
to talking about chiringuitos’ deci-
sive role in the tradition and his-
tory of local cuisine, it explains from 
the art of fish skewering and the 
diversity and modernity of the fa-
cilities, and their certified and ac-
credited quality,” according to the 
town hall. 

“The post includes an interactive 
map, via Google Maps, which shows 
the beach bars, divided into four sec-
tions according to their specialisa-
tion: Fried Fish, Beach Club, Medi-
terranean and Italiana, with a brief 
summary of its menu and customer 
services.” 

Beach bars step up fight against plastic

Villafaina (top row, third left) with beach bar employees donning the campaign T-shirt. :: SUR

Saudi magnate’s megayacht, one of the 
world’s most luxurious, arrives in Malaga

Lady Moura docked in 
Malaga’s port earlier this 
week for maintenance 
and supplies 

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. Lady Moura, one of the 
most luxurious yachts in the world, 
docked in Malaga port’s city cen-
tre quay on Monday. 

A regular in this part of the 
Mediterranean, the yacht moored 
alongside the Palmeral de las Sor-
presas apparently on a break for 
technical reasons and to take in 
supplies. 

The megayacht belongs to Saudi 
business magnate Nasser Al Rash-
eed, owner of Rasheed Engineer-
ing and advisor to Saudi Arabia’s 
royal family. 

Measuring 105 metres in length 
and 20 metres wide, Lady Moura 
is not one of the largest yachts in 
the world, but is considered one 

of the most luxurious. Its name is 
written in 24 carat gold letters.  

Facilities on board include a spa, 
casino, party room, a helipad, and 
even an operating theatre. 

The yacht was designed by Ital-
ian architect Luigi Sturchio and 
was built at the prestigious  Ger-
man shipyard Blohm+Voss in 1990.  
Since then it has undergone reno-

vations twice. 
Up to 30 people can be accom-

modated on the yacht, while the 
crew doubles that figure, at 61. It 
is based in Palma de Mallorca. 

Lady Moura attracted the attention of passers-by in Malaga’s port earlier this week. :: SALVADOR SALAS

:: SUR 

MALAGA. Workers at refuse 
collection company Urbaser in 
Mijas and Alhaurín el Grande 
started an indefinite strike in 
the early hours of Thursday 
morning, refusing to collect rub-
bish over a dispute about work-
ing conditions. 

The 127 workers (118 in Mi-
jas and the rest in Alhaurín el 
Grande) are calling for the re-
negotiation of the collective bar-
gaining agreement (‘convenio 
colectivo’) which expired on 31 
December last year. 

The workers are calling for a 
three per cent rise in salary, ac-
cording to the trade union, CC 
OO. They also want the option 
to be able to work from Mon-
day to Friday, with special shifts 
implemented for weekends and 
cover.

Refuse collectors 
in Mijas and 
Alhaurín el Grande 
begin “indefinite” 
strike action
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:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ 

TORREMOLINOS. The council 
in Torremolinos has got the green 
light from the Junta de Andalucía 
for its PGOU town plan. 

The approval of this complex 
overarching planning blueprint 
for the town was the last hurdle 
to starting work on the 600-mil-
lion-euro investment from devel-
opers Intu. The British firm will 
transform a large area near the 
town’s conference centre into the 
Costa’s largest leisure complex. A 
key outstanding issue was the sig-
nificant improvements needed to 
access roads and the nearby motor-
way exit, which are covered at last 
by the newly-approved PGOU. 

The completion of the plan-
ning blueprint marks the end of 
ten years of toing and froing be-
tween town hall and Junta and 
unblocks many new housing de-
velopments as well. 

Final planning 
permission go- 
ahead for giant 
Intu leisure mall

Mijas council edges towards a mayor-swapping 
coalition: two years for Cs, two years for the PP

A key dilemma is 
deciding who would be 
PP mayor in a job-sharing 
arrangement with Juan 
Carlos Maldonado (Cs), 
who refuses to work with 
Ángel Nozal while he is 
under investigation  

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. Mijas is one of the few town 
halls in Spain where there is still no 
mayor sworn in following May’s lo-
cal elections. Now it is looking more 
likely that the centre-right Ciuda-
danos party (Cs) will do a deal with 
the conservative Partido Popular 
(PP) after the national leaders of both 
parties gave permission for the two 
sides to talk to each other.  

No party won an overall majority 
in the May election in Mijas, so par-
ties must agree a coalition to share 

the council, or a deal where one party 
abstains to let a mayor with minor-
ity support take charge. 

Juan Carlos Maldonado (Cs), with 
six seats on the 25-seat council is 
still acting as mayor as he waits to 

see who the new mayor will be. But 
he appears to have overcome his op-
position to working with the PP, who 
won the election in Mijas with nine 
seats (ahead of PSOE on eight seats). 

Sources said this week that the 

two parties are currently discussing 
who will get which council depart-
ments to oversee. The biggest di-
lemma is who will be mayor and the 
sides are believed to be talking about 
a job-sharing arrangement, where 
Juan Carlos Maldonado will be mayor 
for two years followed by a member 
of the PP for two years, until the end 
of the fixed four-year term. 

The second biggest sticking point 
is who from the PP will be mayor af-
ter two years. Cs has refused to al-
low former mayor for the PP, Ángel 
Nozal, into the role. Maldonado 
broke a coalition pact with Nozal in 
2016 a year after the last election, 
and Nozal is currently a subject of 
eight separate investigations linked 
to possible abuse of public office, of-
fences which he denies. 

The investiture of a new council 
in Mijas has been delayed until 5 July 
over a separate, internal dispute 
within hard-right Vox over who is 
their rightful single councillor.

The works, which have 
already begun, will cost 
1.2 million euros and will 
allow for the launch of a 
new range of products  

:: JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA. Cervezas Victoria, 
which first launched in Malaga 
some 90 years ago, is hoping to 
continue its upward trajectory by 
expanding its factory located in 
the La Azucarera industrial estate 
close to the city’s airport. 

Works, which have already be-
gun, will last a total of four months 
and will allow for a 27 per cent an-
nual increase in production. 

The project, expected to be com-
pleted by October, will increase 
the area used for bottling and pack-
aging and also make improvements 
to the energy efficiency of the en-
tire plant. 

A total of 1.2 million euros has 
been set aside for the improve-
ments which will allow, according 
to the company, for the “produc-
tion of new and exclusive formats 

for the province of Malaga”. 
The factory’s normal activities 

will continue uninterrupted dur-
ing the period of works, it has been 
confirmed.

Cervezas Victoria expands Malaga 
factory to increase production

Flashback to the 2015 deal between Nozal (l) and Maldonado (r). :: SUR

The site of the factory, close to Malaga Airport. :: SALVADOR SALAS Some may have crossed it rushing to the main station from the city 
centre, others might have attached a lovers’ padlock. However you 
know it, the bridge by the CAC modern art centre in Malaga city is to 
go. The bridge was closed in May due to structural problems and 
now the council says it’s as cheap to replace it completely as repair it. 
The new one will be a lighter, metal structure and take 18 months. 

:: ÑITO SALAS

CITY TO SWAP ‘PADLOCK BRIDGE’ BY CAC
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 Beaches along the Costa  were 
packed out on Sunday night for 
the traditional Noche de San Juan 
celebrations  

:: SUR 

Thousands of people de-
scended on the beaches of the 
Costa del Sol on Sunday night 
to participate in the annual 
San Juan celebrations. 

La Malagueta beach in 
Malaga city had one of the 
bigger celebrations with live 
music and entertainment 
continuing into the early 
hours of the morning, while 
nearby La Misericordia beach 
had a huge bonfire and a fire-

work display which was visi-
ble throughout the area. 

Some areas burnt satirical 
scenes and effigies as part of 
the ritual of celebrating mid-
summer, but there was con-
troversy in Estepona when 
two of these so-called ‘ júas’ 
had to be removed. One was 
deemed offensive and too 
critical of migrants who ar-
rive by boat; the other critical 
of hard-right leader of Vox, 
Santiago Abascal. 

Fires, music, and 
midnight fun 
greet summer

SAN JUAN IN PICTURES

As usual, people packed onto Malaga’s La Misericordia beach for the celebrations. :: MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

A controversial effigy in Estepona. ::  SUR An effigy is burned in Rincón de la Victoria. :: E. CABEZAS
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Originally from 
Cambridge, Father 
Nigel is the new 
chaplain at St Andrew’s 
in Los Boliches 

FUENGIROLA. St Andrew’s Chap-
laincy in Fuengirola has recently 
welcomed its new chaplain, Rev-
erend Nigel Stimpson, a priest who 
encourages the ordination of 
women in the Anglican Church and 
someone who welcomed the defi-
nition of marriage to include gay 
and lesbian relationships.  

The Archdeacon of Gibraltar pre-
sided at the licensing service which 
took place at St Andrew’s Church 
in Los Boliches in April, when 
members of the congregation were 
able to meet the new priest as he 
officially took over responsibility 
for the ministry. 

Originally from Cambridge, Fa-
ther Nigel trained for ordination at 
the College of the Resurrection in 
West Yorkshire.  He then served 
two curacies in the Blackburn Dio-

cese on the Fylde coast, before be-
coming Team Rector of a large par-
ish on the outskirts of Preston. His 
last appointment saw him in the 
Balearic Islands, where he spent 
five years serving in Mallorca. 

The Anglican priest told SUR in 
English of his delight at taking up 
his new appointment on the Costa 
del Sol, where he says he is look-
ing forward to new opportunities 
to serve the local community.  
-What do you think of the Costa 
del Sol so far? 
-I am enjoying getting to know the 
area very much and have already 
met some interesting and very 
friendly people. It’s good to be here 
and I am beginning to feel settled 
and at home. 
-Were you sad to leave Mallorca? 
-In many ways I was rather sad to 
leave, but it seemed the right time 
after nearly five years serving that 
community. It was a lovely place 
to live and I felt part of the com-
munity in the north of the island, 
where I was based. 
-What are your aspirations for 
your new position? 
-The ministry and work of most 
clergy is about building up the 
Church family in each congrega-
tion and encouraging them to be 
active in their wider communities. 
It’s about priest and people work-
ing creatively in what we do. 
-What do you intend to do at St 
Andrew’s: will you make any 

changes? 
-The Chaplaincy Council drew up 
quite a detailed ‘Job Description’ 
for their new Chaplain, so in part 
it’s working within that frame-
work, which is very much about 
building up the four different com-
munities where our congregations 

are based. Changes will naturally 
happen as we work together. 
-Why is St Andrew’s necessary on 
the Costa del Sol? 
-Anglican chaplaincies in this part 
of Spain are not something new - 
there’s been an Anglican presence 
in Malaga since 1850. The demand 

“Churches can seem to take a very long 
time to catch up with social changes”

Reverend Nigel Stimpson Anglican priest

Father Nigel Stimpson is starting to feel at home on the coast. :: SUR

TONY                  
BRYANT

 tonysureng@gmail.com 

for an English-speaking church in 
this part of the Costa del Sol grew 
as expats and others started to live 
and work in the area, and while 
that has changed quite a bit over 
the years, the demand is still there. 
-What community activities do 
you offer? 
-The Church Centre at Los Boliches 
is used by a variety of groups from 
the wider community, offering a 
space for choirs to rehearse, bridge 
classes and yoga to name a few, 
which is good. The church has an 
ongoing programme of study and 
prayer groups, which changes as 
the year moves, and I hope these 
can be developed. 
-Does St Andrew’s attract the 
younger generation, or just the 
elderly? 
-There is a mix of ages in each of 
the congregations, with some fami-
lies attending. They tend to be 
rather fluid gatherings as people 
come and go, so you could say that 
they very much reflect the demo-
graphics of the communities we 
serve. 
-We live in very difficult times 
(wars, terrorism etc.), do you 
think that religion can give peo-
ple hope? 
-Religion is sadly often cited as 
causing problems – or rather the 
extreme interpretations of them. 
But in most faiths there is a strong 
message of peace, love and hope. 
But there also has to be a sense of 
mutual respect for those whose re-
ligious practices may be a bit dif-
ferent from our own. It’s encour-
aging to find a really positive ecu-
menical attitude on the Costa del 
Sol, helped through the work of 
Lux Mundi. 
-People’s attitudes have changed 
over the years; has the Anglican 
Church changed with the times? 
-Churches can seem to take a very 
long time to catch up with social 
changes – basically because we 
want to think these things through 
theologically – and the Anglican 
Church is no exception. Not least 
because we’re a broad church with 
quite a wide range of views on most 
things and we want to keep every-
body together. 
-Do you think that the Anglican 
Church does enough to encour-
age the ordination of women? 
-I think it was a struggle in the be-
ginning but there seems to be a 
good number coming forward for 
selection these days and more sen-
ior posts being filled by women too. 
-Do you support same-sex marriage? 
-This is probably the most conten-
tious question facing the worldwide 
Anglican Church at the moment (and 
other churches too), and I’d imagine 
that members of my congregations 
will be representative of those views 
of total support or being totally 
against. I personally welcomed the 
expansion of the definition of mar-
riage to include gay and lesbian rela-
tionships, when it came into law.
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Painting, photography 
and sculpture met 
over four days at the 
first ‘Festiarte’  

:: ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 

MARBELLA. Over 100 artists took 
part in a new form of exhibition in 
Marbella last weekend. They had 
been invited to take part in the first 
‘Festiarte’, an international art fes-
tival where participants are encour-
aged to interact with their audience 
so visitors can understand the art-
ists and their work.  

The main exhibition space was 
in the pedestrianised Avenida del 
Mar in the town centre, with white 
tents lining either side and the paint-
ers, photographers and sculptors in-
side to explain their work.  

“I think it’s key to these types of 
events to be able to defend our work 
and put ourselves in front of poten-
tial customers. It’s really good that 
you can ask the author of the work 
directly,” said Roberto Reula, a sculp-

tor from Alicante. “The number of 
visitors is pretty good, with a lot of 
foreigners.”  

There was also space for art to be 
created live. Jonathan Morillas, a 
graffiti-artist, alias ‘Doger’, was 
among those invited to show how 
they worked. 

“A lot of people are congratulat-
ing me,” said the artist who is origi-
nally from Zaragoza but now living 
in the Malaga area. “Marbella is 
really well known, I can see a lot of 
tourism and this initiative is ideal 
for the town.” Two other graffiti art-
ists were also guests creating origi-
nal works live.  

 Pedro Ángel Ayala, an artist from 
Murcia, summed up how many felt 
about the event. “I’ve never pre-
sented my work in a show and it’s 
a really lovely experience.” 

Summer art fills Marbella 

Graffiti-artist Doger was invited to paint for visitors. :: A.JIMÉNEZ

Over 100 artists  took part in an interactive street exhibition 

One exhibitor’s paintings being admired in central Marbella. :: A. J.

:: NIEVES CASTRO 

MARBELLA.  The council in Mar-
bella is due to vote today (Friday) 
in favour of a plan to lease the 
grounds around the town’s light-
house for cultural and informative 
events. 

Councillors need to decide on a 
budget and accounting change that 
will allow them to pay rent on the 
2,000-square-metre plot around it 
for up to 15 years. This is above the 
maximum four-year cycle of budget 
restrictions permitted by law ex-
cept in exceptional circumstances. 

Once the council meeting gives 
the go-ahead, the agreement, first 
announced in April, can be signed 
with the Port Authority that con-
trols the working lighthouse. 

Marbella council also wants to 
use the gardens and outbuildings 
to create a space to promote sus-
tainability in the resort. 

Lighthouse grounds get closer 
to being opened to the public

The promenade lighthouse. :: A. J.
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A 49-year-old British man 
living in Mijas has been 
arrested and refused bail 
in connection with the 
incident in a popular        
Irish bar 

:: FERNANDO TORRES 

FUENGIROLA. A 53-year-old Irish 
man on holiday with his family 
died on the evening of  Thursday 
20 June after reportedly being at-
tacked and stabbed with two bro-
ken beer bottles in a popular Irish 
bar in Fuengirola. 

A 49-year-old British man, resi-
dent in Mijas, is being held in con-
nection with the death, which ap-
parently occurred after the victim 
and the alleged attacker, who didn’t 
know each other, got into an argu-
ment. The dead man was named as 
John Pender from Shankill, Co. Dub-
lin by Irish newspapers and friends 

on social media. 
At one point Mr Pender went to 

the toilet and the other man followed 
him, according to the National Po-
lice, attacking him several  times with 
two broken bottles. 

The dead man suffered cuts to sev-

eral parts of the body including one 
to the neck. He managed to reach the 
door of the bar where he collapsed. 
The emergency services were unable 
to save him and the man died at the 
scene. 

The alleged killer, who has been 
kept in prison, without bail, under 
suspicion of murder, attempted to 
leave the bar after the attack but 
was held back by security staff un-
til National Police officers arrived 
and arrested him. 

According to police, initial inves-
tigations have revealed that the ar-
gument started after the alleged at-
tacker, who works as a cook in a 
Costa restaurant, had been trying 
to start conversations with several 
women in the bar and had bothered 
Mr Pender’s wife. 

The Irishman was on holiday with 
his family and, SUR has learned, it 
appears his grown-up children were 
sleeping in a nearby apartment at 
the time of the attack.

Irish tourist is stabbed to death in 
bottle attack in Fuengirola bar

112 REPORTS

Five-year-old British 
boy dies in pool 

LA VIÑUELA 
:: E. C. A five-year-old British boy 
died after falling into his grandpar-
ents’ swimming pool in Los Ro-
manes near La Viñuela on Thurs-
day morning last week. The boy, 
who apparently did not know how 
to swim, had been on holiday with 
his family, who were eating break-
fast when they lost sight of him.  

Local Police were responding to 
a call nearby and were first to ar-
rive at the scene, on Calle Las 
Coberteras in the village. 

Officers called for further assis-
tance on finding the boy uncon-
scious and an ambulance and heli-
copter were sent to the incident. 
However, despite attempts to re-
vive the child, emergency services 
were unable to save the boy’s life. 

The child’s grandparents have 
lived in Los Romanes for more than 
30 years. Their son, the boy’s father, 
grew up in Spain, before moving to 
the UK. The parents also have a two-
month-old daughter who was at 
the house. 

This is the eleventh death of a 
child by drowning in Spain this year. 
Seven of the incidents have hap-
pened in private swimming pools.

Emergency services 
received numerous calls 
to report an explosion 
and fire at the Indorama 
plant in San Roque 
around 3pm Tuesday 

:: EFE / D. BARTLETT 

SAN ROQUE. Fire brigades from 
around the Campo de Gibraltar area 
and elsewhere in Cadiz province had 
to be brought in to fight a blaze that 
broke out at around 3pm at the Indo-
rama petrochemical plant in San 
Roque on Tuesday. 

The fire at the plant on the Gua-
darranque industrial estate produced 
a huge column of thick black smoke 
which could be seen for miles. 

The Junta de Andalucía activiated 
its Plan de Emergencias Exterior on 
Tuesday evening, although nearby 
homes did not have to be evacuated. 
Five people, however, required treat-

ment for smoke inhalation. 
The first emergency calls reported 

the sound of an explosion in a stor-
age warehouse at the Indorama plant, 
which makes purified terephthalic 
acid (PTA) for use  in the production 
of polyester. 

Gibraltar 

When the fire started the wind was 
from the south and it was hoped 
that Gibraltar would escape the 
thick black smoke, but that changed 
during the afternoon and it began 
to be blown towards the Rock.  

The Gibraltar government issued 
a warning to stay indoors and keep 
all windows and doors closed un-
til an analysis had been carried out 
into the content of the smoke. 

In Spain, people were advised to 
avoid the area if possible. By 
6.30pm the fire was reported to be 
under control and the plume of 
smoke appeared to be moving west 
across the Bay and away from the 
Rock.  

The company and authorities 
said there was no reason to believe 
the smoke contained toxic chemi-
cals, although this was treated with 
scepticism by environmental 
groups, some of the workers at the 
plant and many local residents.

Concern over potentially toxic smoke after 
fire breaks out at petrochemical factory

Firefighters worked on the blaze throughout Tuesday evening. :: EFE

John Pender. :: SUR

Two held after alleged 
assault of Finnish tourist  

FUENGIROLA 
::  ALVARO FRÍAS.  Two men of 
Morrocan and Indian nationality 
were arrested this week and placed 
under investigation after Local Po-
lice were called to help a Finnish 
tourist allegedly being assaulted.  

The incident occurred at 6am 
on Monday morning after Noche 
de San Juan in the centre of Fuen-
girola near the Puerto Deportivo. 
A passerby reportedly spotted the 
female visitor being held down by 
one man and touched by another. 
The police arrived quickly and were 
able to arrest the two men, aged 
27 and 24. One was still at the scene 
and the other found nearby.
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A police helicopter was 
drafted in on Thursday 
morning to search the area 
around the building 
including an olive grove 
owned by the man’s father  

:: E. CABEZAS / A. FRÍAS 

ARENAS.  Police stepped up the 
investigation into the missing Ro-
manian woman who lives in Are-
nas on Wednesday evening, when 
they conducted a seven-hour search 
of the property she shares with her 
partner, Sergio Ruíz and their seven-
month old daughter. Ruíz was then 
taken by car to the police station in 
Vélez-Málaga where he was ques-
tioned for five hours. He was later 
released without charge and sent 
home.  

On Thursday morning a Guardia 
Civil helicopter was drafter in to 
search the area around the couple’s 
house as well as an olive grove 
owned by the man’s father, Esteban 
Ruíz in the village. 

An investigation has been under-
way since Ruíz reported Dana Le-
onte, 31,  missing to the Guardia 
Civil on 12 June. Police have taken 
statements from 15 people but no 
arrests have been made so far. 

According to Ruíz, Dana fled the 
country to go back to her native Ro-
mania, as she was being “threatened” 
by money lenders, to whom she was 
in debt. “She went to the house 
while I was working, took money 
and clothes and said she was leav-
ing,” Sergio has said.  The woman’s 
brother, Florin Leonte, who also lives 
in the Axarquía, has said that he 

knew Dana had debts but not that 
she was being threatened. 

However, the couple are also 
known to have had ongoing relation-
ship problems and on one occasion 
Dana is said to have reported Ruíz 
to the police for domestic violence, 
although Ruíz’s sister, Eva, has told 
SUR that the complaint has been 
“archived.” 

Not normal 
Florin Leonte has told SUR that he 
believes his sister “would never aban-
don her daughter,” because she had 
“wanted to be a mother for many 
years.” He also believes that Dana 
wouldn’t have returned to Romania 
as he claims her identity documents 
are not up to date and therefore she 
would be unable to leave Spain. 

Florin also pointed out that his 
sister is always using her mobile 
phone and social networks, so he is 
“very worried” that her two phones 
are switched off. 

Dana had started running a café 
in Vélez-Málaga two months before 
her disappearance. She is described 
as being around 1.6 metres tall and 
slim, with long, dark brown hair and 
brown eyes. She is said to have been 
wearing black trousers and a black 
shirt at the time of her                         
disappearance.

Police intensify search for 
missing Romanian woman

:: E. C. / J. R. 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. 
Long queues formed at the new 
swimming pool in Rincón de la 
Victoria  on Monday morning as 
residents tried to reserve their 
places for the facility which is ex-
pected to open in mid-September. 

Those queuing complained that 
not only had they been unable to 
register via the internet, but that 
they objected to having to pay a 
10 euro fee in order to secure their 
place. The company in charge of 
managing the facility, Beone Ser-
viocio, said that the money would 
be discounted in the first payment. 
A message was also sent out via 

social networking sites to ask peo-
ple to pay in cash as the card ma-
chine has not yet been set up. The 
message also advised people to 
come later in the week, to avoid 
the lengthy queues. By Wednes-
day morning one potential user 
said that when she went to regis-
ter her family there was “no infor-
mation” and nobody there to help. 
“What a disaster,” she said. 

It is hoped that the covered pool, 
which has been planned for a dec-
ade, will open in mid-September 
to coincide with the start of the 
new school year. Beone Serviocio 
asked for “patience” as it dealt with 
the situation.

Complaints as new swimming 
pool opens for registration

Rincón de la Victoria residents queue outside the new pool. :: SUR

Dana Leonte. :: SUR

Town hall sends reminder 
to Brits ahead of Brexit  

NERJA 
:: J. R.  Nerja council’s foreign resi-
dents department has reminded 
Britons who live  in the town for 
more than six months a year to 
make sure they register  as Spanish 
residents, register with the town 
hall as well, change UK driving li-
cences for Spanish ones and to do 
tax returns in Spain ahead of Brexit.

HERE AND THERE

Residents denounce  for 
second time proximity 
of fairground attraction   

ALCAUCÍN 
:: E. C. Residents of the Arco Iris 
building in Puente don Manuel 
have complained to Alcaucín town 
hall over the proximity of dodgem 

cars to their properties for a sec-
ond year running. Residents say 
that the dodgems, which have been 
installed ahead of the village’s an-
nual fair, raise serious concerns 
over noise and light pollution as 
well as health and safety issues. 
They have demanded to see tech-
nical reports, which the town hall 
says are all in order.

A  week of activities 
organised to mark 
Stonewall anniversary 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 
::  SUR. Rincón de la Victoria has 
been holding a series of activities 
this week in the lead up to today’s 
LGBTI+ Pride day, which is being 
held across the globe to mark the 
50th anniversary of the Stonewall 
riots in New York on 28 June 1969. 

Speaking at the progamme launch 
on Monday, deputy mayor, Anto-
nio Fernández, said the objective of 
the week was to, “inform and give 
greater visibility to the LGTBI+ col-
lective,” and that people should be 
able to “live with pride and dignity.” 
Three LGTBI+ activists will be rec-
ognised in a gala event today.

LGTBI+ Pride, Rincón. :: SUR

The dodgem cars . :: E. C.

Baby born in car on the 
way to Axarquía hospital  

LA VIÑUELA 
:: A. P. A mother from Mondrón and 
her baby are doing well after the 
woman went into labour two weeks 
earlier than expected and didn’t have 
time to get to the Axarquía hospital 
to give birth. The woman and her 
husband had got to Puente don 
Manuel when her waters broke and 
she gave birth to a boy in the car.
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The British scientist 
analysed the present and 
future of artificial 
intelligence at a forum 
organised in Malaga by 
SUR and BBVA OpenMind 

MALAGA. Kevin Warwick talks 
about connecting the human mind 
to machines, of communicating be-
tween ourselves directly brain to brain 
and expanding our sensory, physical 
and intellectual capacities through 
technological implants. These sound  
like science fiction, but he has already 
tested them in experiments.  

The scientist, engineer and cyber-
netics professor at Reading Univer-
sity has turned himself into a ‘cyborg’: 
a radiofrequency chip is implanted 
into his hand and he uses it to con-
trol the lighting and other devices in 
his office, and with a more complex 
group of electrodes in his arm he uses 
a robotic hand situated on the other 
side of the Atlantic Ocean and ex-
changes brain signals with his wife, 
who has the same implant . 

Warwick recently explained his 
research and how artificial intelli-
gence can change our lives, at a con-
ference organised by Diario SUR and 
OpenMind, the scientific informa-

tion portal of BBVA. The conference, 
titled ‘Artificial intelligence: present 
and future’, was held at the Pompi-
dou Centre in Malaga. 

Speaking straightforwardly and 
with a sense of humour, Warwick ex-
plained his research into brain-com-
puter interface, through which the 
human nervous system communi-
cates with different types of comput-
ers. He believes that in the future, 
the frontier between people and ma-
chines will become blurred, and hu-
man beings will be “enhanced” with 
sensors and electrodes which will en-

able them to overcome their “numer-
ous limitations”. For example, one of 
his students had an implant with ul-
trasonic sensors which enabled him 
to detect the proximity of an object 
without using sight or hearing.   

Another limitation which Kevin 
Warwick is trying to overcome, and 
the more decisive in his opinion, is 
communication. He says telepathy, 
or brain-to-brain communication, is 
possible and will change everything. 
He has achieved a first step. His wife 
has a similar electrode to his own and  
they established a purely electronic 

communication between the nerv-
ous systems of two human beings. 
They were only telegraphic signals, 
but served to demonstrate his the-
ory. Through the same electrode, War-
wick’s nervous system was connected 
to internet at the University of Co-
lumbia in New York, and from there 
it was able to control a robotic arm at 
Reading University and obtain a re-
sponse from sensors in the fingers. 
“In the future we’ll be able to con-
nect ourselves to cars and buildings,” 
he said. “The mind and body don’t 
have to be in the same place”.  

Warwick’s research also has thera-
peutic applications. For example, 
through stimulating the brain with 
electric currents he has successfully 
stopped the trembling and other 
symptoms of a patient with Parkin-
son’s. He now wants to create a de-
vice which predicts (through artifi-
cial intelligence) when the stimulus 
is necessary and applies the signals 
before the shaking occurs.   

With regard to the ethical impli-
cations, he is aware of people’s con-
cern but says “If they are doing some-
thing in China, although it doesn’t 
seem ethical to us we really need to 
research it and maybe use it differ-
ently. If facial recognition can be used  
to detect when one person is going 
to kill another, that person can be 
detained before he commits the 
crime. So the question is, do we want 
him to be detained, or not use facial 
recognition?” he says.

Kevin Warwick: “Brain to brain 
communication will change everything”

NURIA 
TRIGUERO 

 ntriguero@diariosur.es

Intelligent assistants, 
the future of banking  

The forum organised by SUR and 
OpenMind BBVA’s director of en-
gineering, Luis Javier Blas, ana-
lysed the challenges and opportu-
nities generated by artificial intel-
ligence, big data and other tech-
nological advances for the bank-
ing sector. “Intelligent assistants 
are the next step. They will en-
able us to attend to clients better 
because they will use all the 
knowledge obtained from the 
data and every interaction with 
each specific client to provide  
what they need,” he said. “We 
have been aware for some time 
that our competition is not going 
to be other banks, but technology 
companies. However, we still be-
lieve offices and personal atten-
tion are important”. 

Kevin Warwick has turned himself into a ‘cyborg’. :: SUR
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Campaigners for 
women’s rights celebrate 
as the six men from 
Seville, who were free on 
bail, are arrested and 
sent to prison for 15 years  

:: SUR 

MADRID. The Supreme Court has 
changed the initial trial verdict in the 
high-profile ‘La Manada’ (wolfpack) 
case and increased the sentence. Its 
decision last Friday brought wide-
spread public praise, especially from 
women’s rights groups. 

The six friends from Seville who 
had been accused of repeatedly sexu-
ally attacking a woman in July 2016 
during the San Fermín festival in 
Pamplona, northern Spain, were 
each given 15 years. One of the men 
will face extra time in jail for steal-
ing the victim’s mobile phone. 

The original sentence after the 
men’s trial in Pamploma made head-
lines for stating that the lesser of-
fence of sexual abuse applied. The 
decision was upheld by a local appeal 
court last year, although the judge’s 
panel had been split over it. 

There were widespread street pro-
tests at the time and outrage at the 
apparent leniency of the sentence. 

The Supreme Court has now over-
turned the original verdict. In its ex-
planation of the decision, the Ma-
drid-based court argued that the men 
were lucky not to have had each at-
tack treated separately and have had 
their sentences lengthened to 150 
years each. 

The case centred on the friends 
who had labelled themselves ‘La 
Manada’, wolfpack in English, in a 
WhatsApp group ahead of visiting 
Pamploma. They came across the 18-

year-old woman in the street late at 
night before going with her into the 
doorway of a block of flats. 

Mobile phone recordings were 
made by the men which were used 
as evidence. The Supreme Court said 
the victim had been too terrified to 
shout out while the attack took place, 
adding it felt that violence and in-
timidation had taken place. 

Once the revised verdict was an-
nounced, the six men, who had been 
free on bail, were arrested.

Supreme Court increases sentence in 
high-profile ‘wolfpack’ sex case 

Unidas Podemos wants 
ministerial positions in 
return for supporting 
the PSOE  

:: SUR 

MADRID.  It looked increasingly 
likely this week that Pedro Sánchez, 
winner of April’s general election 
with his PSOE party, would not se-
cure a majority of MPs’ votes to be 
the next prime minister in July’s 
investiture debate in the Congreso. 

Sánchez, who is acting PM in the 
meantime, has been in negotiations 
with Unidas Podemos to add the 

support of its MPs to his own 123. 
Sánchez wants a government of 
collaboration, with second-level 
ministerial jobs going to some Uni-
das Podemos members. However,  
leader, Pablo Iglesias, is holding out 
for some full ministerial positions. 

The Partido Popular and Ciuda-
danos parties have refused to ab-
stain in the investiture debate due 
in mid-July to allow in a minority 
PSOE government.  

Unidas Podemos said this week 
that they believed Sánchez would 
fail in the July vote and renegoti-
ate with them to secure a govern-
ment in another,  September vote. 

Sánchez searching for way to 
win MPs’ vote on next PM 

Women’s groups celebrate at the Supreme Court after the verdict. :: EFE

Iglesias (c) and his team met union leaders to dicuss policy. :: EFE
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P
olitical uncertainty 
continues to reign su-
preme in Spain, but 
the economic effects 

have so far been minimal to 
non-existent. In fact, so uncon-
cerned is the Bank of Spain 
about the current - and very fa-
miliar - governmental vacuum 
that it’s raised its growth fore-
cast for this year, from the 2.2% 
it predicted in March to a 
slightly-more-rosy 2.4%. In an-
nouncing the increase earlier 
this month, the Bank’s Head of 
Research, Óscar Arce, said that 
there were still potential risks 
to Spain’s GDP expansion over 
the next couple of years, such as 
Brexit and uncertainty about 
the Chinese economy. The fact 
that the country is currently 
without a government, on the 
other hand, was barely worth a 
mention.  

It’s fortunate that Spain’s 
GDP seems able to take care of 
itself, as there is no end in sight 
to the current political dead-
lock: the first investiture vote 
for Pedro Sánchez as the next 
prime minister is unlikely to 
take place before mid-July. To 
win that vote, the acting pre-
mier needs an absolute majority 
of 176 - but Unidas Podemos 
leader Pablo Iglesias, dissatisfied 
with his ongoing negotiations 
with Sánchez, hinted this week 
that that’s unlikely to happen. 
If Sánchez does lose the first 
round, everything grinds to a 
halt for the summer break and a 
second vote will be held in Sep-
tember, where only a simple 
majority (more votes for than 
against) is required for victory. 

Meanwhile, Spain’s economy 
will continue to expand as nor-
mal and, as is always the case 
over the summer months, em-
ployment levels will rise due to 
a spike in seasonal work, mainly 
in the hospitality sector. That 
doesn’t mean, though, that the 
country’s troublesome unem-
ployment level is falling in a 
sustainable manner. Tackling 
that problem will be one of the 
most pressing tasks for the next 
government, whenever it even-
tually arrives (and there might 
well be another general election 
before it does).    

The Bank of Spain has also re-
cently expressed concerns about 
employment levels, but for an 
entirely different reason. Its re-
searchers have predicted that 
Sánchez’s 22% hike in the mini-
mum wage, announced this 
January, could result in the loss 
of 125,000 jobs. That would 
rather defeat the point of intro-
ducing the raise in the first 
place, but it’s best not to take 
this gloomy forecast too seri-
ously. Admitting that it’s far 
from a definitive statistic, Arce 
said earlier this month that “we 
don’t have a crystal ball”.  

You don’t need a crystal ball 
or telepathic powers, though, to 
predict that political confusion 
is likely to characterise the rest 
of this year in Spain, just as it 
did in 2016 after the inconclu-
sive general election of Decem-
ber 2015. In the meantime, the 
economy continues to expand 
at a consistently impressive 
pace despite the absence of its 
supposed stewards. It’s business 
as usual, in other words.  

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

BUSINESS 
AS USUAL

The Velum Group’s 
latest project is a 
development of eight 
luxury villas situated in 
the Río Verde area near 
Puerto Banús, 700m 
from the beach  

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 
MARBELLA. The recovery of the 
property sector is once again at-
tracting capital from a wide vari-
ety of sources and the Costa del 
Sol has become highly attractive 
to investors again. The Velum 
Group investment fund, which is 
of Russian origin, is currently de-
veloping projects worth more than 
200 million euros and has just of-
ficially presented one of them, ‘Los 
Palacetes de Banús’, consisting of 
luxury villas in the Río Verde area 
of Marbella, 700 metres from the 
beach at Puerto Banús.  

The group is in the process of 
building five developments in 
Spain, four of them on the Costa 
del Sol and one on the Costa Brava. 
It began by exploiting oil wells in 

the former Soviet Union but later, 
after the fall of the socialist sys-
tem, its members invested in dif-
ferent sectors of the European 
economy, principally in finance.   

It was not until three years ago 
that they decided to venture into 
the field of property, and to focus 
on the Spanish Mediterranean 
coast.  

The company, which set up in 
Spain in 2016, is based in Marbella 
and has an investment plan of over 
200 million euros. It has 245,000 
square metres of land on which to 
build.  

The presentation of Los Palace-
tes de Banús took place on the site  
where they are going to build eight 
luxury villas, all in contemporary 
style but all different, designed by 
architect Oscar García De La Peña 

of Estudio Arquim. Each villa will 
be more than 1,000 square metres 
in size plus another 500 square me-
tres of terraces, porches and gar-
dens. The prices are around five 
and a half to six million euros. The 
project already has a works licence 
and the properties are expected to 
be ready by 2021.  

La Finca de Marbella 

Another of the group’s projects on 
the Golden Mile is ‘La Finca de 
Marbella’, a development of 104 
villas whose first and second phases 
have been completed. The third 
phase will be ready in 2021.  

The Velum Group is also build-
ing ‘Alcala Valley’ in La Cala de Mi-
jas, which consists of 220 apart-
ments. These are also expected to 
be completed in 2021. The fourth 
project is an exclusive residential 
hotel frontline to the sea in El Sala-
dillo, Estepona. It will be run by 
an international group.   

The only development outside 
Malaga province is ‘Albacsari Vil-
las’ on the Costa Brava, consisting 
of 18 houses. The first phase is due 
to be completed next year.

A fund invests 200 million euros in 
the Costa del Sol property sector

A model of the ‘Los Palacetes de Banús’ development :: SUR

The company, which 
began by exploiting 
Soviet oil wells, set up 
in Spain in 2016 
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There are peregrines on 
the Rock but they don’t 
usually nest on 
buildings, although they 
do so in cities in other 
parts of the world.  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. An artificial nest for 
falcons has been built and placed 
on top of a tall building at King’s 
Wharf, in a joint environmental 
project by the Gibraltar government, 
an NGO and private developers and 
contractors. 

Peregrine falcons are no strang-
ers to Gibraltar, in fact seven pairs  
nest there regularly, but not on 
buildings. Environment minister 
John Cortes is pretty sure they will 
like the new invention. “However 
you feel about tall buildings, it is 
important that we use the oppor-
tunity they can provide to enhance 
urban wildlife.  To a bird of prey, or 
a swift, what they see is a new cliff 
springing up, and for them they 
provide nesting opportunities, as 
long as we ensure that we cater for 
them in the new space created,” he 
says.  

The idea came about when, dur-
ing a regular survey of urban wild-

life, Albert Yome,  a  member of 
GONHS (Gibraltar Ornithological 
and Natural History Society), spot-
ted a peregrine falcon frequently 
using one of the cranes on the 
King’s Wharf development as a 
hunting perch and mentioned this 
to Cortes, who is himself a keen 
birder. He suggested providing a 
nest nearby, and the developer will-
ingly agreed to do so. The developer 
has already provided 24 artificial 
nests for swifts and is planning to 

add more shortly. 
The artificial nest is within the 

territory of one of the cliff-nesting 
pairs, but peregrines, like other birds 
of prey, will use alternative nest 
sites, and this one provides that pos-
sibility.  It is also possible that kes-
trels, (another, smaller species of 
falcon that also nests on the Rock), 
may also consider the site to be suit-
able. The nest is ready for a new ten-
ant. “Let’s see when and whether 
they move in!” says John Cortes.

Gibraltar creates an artificial nest 
to attract peregrine falcons

:: D. BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The energy giant 
Shell is applying for an LNG bun-
kering licence at Gibraltar  port, 
it was announced this week. Un-
der a supply agreement signed 
between Shell and the Gibraltar 
government in 2016, the com-
pany delivers gas via ship to an 
LNG terminal for use in the plant 
which supplies electricity to the 
local population. A small-scale 
carrier supplies LNG to the Gi-
braltar terminal approximately 
twice a month during the night, 
to minimise any disruption to 
port activities.  

Arjan Stavast of Shell told dele-

gates at the maritime conference  
that any LNG bunkering will be 
entirely separate from activities 
related to the LNG power plant, 
and LNG fuel supply at the port 
will only be carried out by ship-
to-ship transfer.  

The Minister for the Port, Gil-
bert Licudi, said he was pleased 
about the application. “LNG is a 
cleaner fuel with significantly less 
emissions than conventional ma-
rine fuels. Any steps taken to im-
prove environmental efficiency 
must be positive news. We ac-
knowledge the trust and confi-
dence that Shell continues to place 
on the Port of Gibraltar,” he said.

Shell applies for LNG 
bunkering licence at the port

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The security barri-
ers to prevent attacks by vehicles 
in key areas of the town have just 
been replaced with new, more 
decorative ones shaped like the 

Rock of Gibraltar. The barriers, 
known as ‘Jersey barriers’, are 
aimed at protecting pedestrians 
in Casemates Square, Main Street, 
Governor’s Lane and Cloister 
Ramp. The decision to replace the 
existing ones was the positive re-
sponse from local residents and 
visitors to the more ornate barri-
ers which were placed at Chatham 
Counterguard last November.  

The new Jersey barriers are de-
signed to beautify and enhance 
the town area, whilst still provid-
ing the necessary protection to 
pedestrians. 

New pedestrian 
security barriers in 
the town centre 
are shaped like the 
Rock of Gibraltar

.The artificial nest is ready for new occupants :: SUR
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I
f you want to become expert 
at something, ten thousand 
hours’ practice will do the 
trick. Or so they say, anyway. 

This is one of those affirmations 
that somebody makes in a book 
or on TV one day and if they’re 
wearing a white coat or glasses or 
both, people just presume it must 
be true, especially if there’s no re-
search or evidence to the contrary 
readily available.  

One day, I might just put a pair 
of spectacles on and do a series of 
television interviews claiming 
that eating two raw Brussels 
sprouts with chopsticks every day 
for five years improves your IQ.  

By the time everyone discov-
ers that this is utter tosh, I’ll have 
sold five million copies of my book 
Sprouting Neurons and will have 
retired happily to Bognor Regis, 
which is presumably what every-

body who’s lived most of their 
adult life in Spain does in the end. 

Back to the ten thousand hours 
thing, though. This is the equiva-
lent of practising something for 
two and a half hours a day for ten 
years, or an hour and a bit for 
twenty. 

At first glance it makes sense - 
that’s probably what Paul McCart-
ney did before he wrote Yester-
day and what Justin Bieber most 
certainly didn’t prior to unleash-
ing his records on an unsuspect-
ing world. 

Look a little closer, however, 
and the theory begins to look a 
lot more shaky. According to my 
calculations, cooking for forty-
five minutes a day over the last 
thirty years should have made me 
Jamie Oliver in the kitchen, rather 
than Oliver Hardy. Alas, the lat-
ter is far nearer the mark, I’m 

afraid. 
An even better example of this 

is to be found on our roads. All 
those drivers who, having invested 
their ten thousand hours behind 
the wheel, far from becoming ex-
perts, are still struggling to un-
derstand that checking your Twit-
face feed at fifty miles per hour 
in heavy traffic is the work of a 
lunatic.  

Likewise cyclists - all that prac-
tice and no concept of what a pave-
ment or a zebra crossing is actu-
ally for. 

No, you may rest easy. Becom-
ing an expert at something is not 
a question of hothousing yourself 
to within an inch of your life, 
rather having an innate talent and 
dedicating a reasonable amount 
of time to developing it. 

Right, I’m off. It’s time for my 
sprouts.

10,000 maniacs
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

T
he Duke of Cambridge said 
on Wednesday that he 
would be “absolutely fine” 
if one of his three children 

came out, but admitted that because 
of their roles he would be “worried 
about barriers and persecution.”  It 
would be nice to think that the rest 
of society would embrace the idea of 
a gay royal, or better, simply not bat 
an eyelid. 

Today, Spain along with other 
countries around the world is hold-
ing events to mark exactly 50 years 
since New York’s Stonewall riots and 
it is heartening to see that along with 
some young royals, town halls in the 
province are actively supporting their 
LGBTI+ communities.   

The Stonewall riots were seen as 
the most important event leading to 
the modern fight for LGBTI+ rights 

in the United States, which had a 
knock-on effect in other countries 
and Spain was one of the first coun-
tries in the world to legalise same sex 
marriage in 2005.  

Rincón de la Victoria is holding a 
gala event today, where three local 
activists are to be recognised for their 

work with the LGBTI+ community 
and Malaga town hall’s logo appears 
on a poster advertising a LGBTI+ Pride 
gathering starting on the city’s Plaza 
de la Constitución this evening. With 
elections finished for another four 
years, it seems that some politicians 
don’t just see their support as a vote-

winner. 
Yet, it’s still heartbreaking to think 

that 50 years after the events that 
took place at the Stonewall Inn, ho-
mophobia is still very present and ap-
pears to be on the rise again.  

Last month images of a lesbian cou-
ple who had been beaten up by a 
group of men on a London bus be-
cause they allegedly refused to kiss 
each other went viral on social me-
dia and even made the Spanish news 
and closer to home, a newly elected 
Vox councillor in Torremolinos was 
forced to leave the party days after 
the local elections having been seen 
to support the town’s Pride festival - 
an act which flies in the face of the 
party’s homophobic views.  

The party’s leader, Santiago Abas-
cal, has been recorded saying that the 
party believes, “marriage is the un-

ion between a man and woman”, and 
that a different word should be used 
to describe same-sex marriage. In 21st 
century Spain, while on paper homo-
sexual couples now enjoy the same 
rights held by straight couples for cen-
turies, has this kind of discourse led 
to a rise in homophobic incidents ? 

Are these examples  just coinci-
dence or am I right in fearing the 
worst? It seems it’s hard to tell which 
way things will go . On the one hand 
many public figures are speaking out 
about dignity and respect towards 
others, while others are actively try-
ing to quash those same values.  

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if by  
Stonewall’s 60th anniversary all com-
munities could mark the occasion 
without “barriers and persecution” 
regardless of their status in society 
or sexual orientation? 

Pride and  
prejudice

JENNIE RHODES

SANSÓN

The token foreign candidate

I have enjoyed your pages and 
pages of coverage of the local elec-
tions on the Costa del Sol in re-
cent weeks. Well, perhaps en-
joyed is not quiet the right word. 
Endured would be more accu-
rate, which is not really the fault 
of your publication. Rather, there 
are simply so many town halls 
in the area that even a cursory 
overview can stretch to the 
length of a roll of loo paper. 

Once one has worked out all 
the main characters in each piece 
of theatre being played out in a 
town hall near you - who is the 
villain, who is the hero and who 
is the pantomine dame -, as well 
as deciphering which party is 
which and what horrors they 
wish to subject us to, one notices 
something rather curious. 

Lots of wide-eyed candidates 
from the foreign resident com-
munities (who graciously are al-

lowed to vote) were wheeled out 
ahead of the elections. Then once 
the elections are over, their 
names are fewer and further be-
tween. What has happened is 
these poor creatures were so far 
down the electoral lists that even 
where a party won, these token 
foreigners are not blessed with 
a real council seat. 

Come on town halls, next 
time round let’s get more dy-
namic, multicultural residents 
into your monthly council meet-
ings. Come on us foreign resi-
dents, let’s start planning on how 
we can give back to our commu-
nities in time for the 2023 coun-
cil election and ensure we are 
taking a bigger place at the top 
table of local politics. We have 
plenty of time to get ready.   

  
ANDREW ROBINSON 

MIJAS

ID documents 

I read the amusing article by 
Peter Edgerton in Edition 
21/6/19.  However, I was sur-
prised he referred to his EU Citi-
zen Registration Certificate, 
green paper, as his  ID docu-
ment. Printed on that certifi-
cate, whether the A4 or credit 
card sized one, it says clearly it 
is not an ID.  

I know we often “get away 
with a Driving Licence, or a 

copy of this or that” but in 
Spain the only legal ID UK na-
tionals have is their original 
passport or a copy of it certified 
by the British Consulate or by 
the UK passport office.   

So anyone going to an offi-
cial place, a notary, court, po-
lice station, etc. should take 
their original passport if they 
do not want a problem. 
 
JULIAN WARD 
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Let‛s see... your room  
“leaves much to be desired, 

breakfast is poor and the staff 
are grumpy”. Is that so?

I told you 
not to give 
your opinion 
about the 
hotel on 

that website 
before we 
paid the 

bill...
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The daring acrobatics 
and presence of 
numerous clowns takes 
the show back to the 
origins of circus art   

:: REGINA SOTORRÍO 

VALENCIA. In the beginning there 
were no special effects or high-tech-
nology systems; there was just a 
man risking his life on a rope with 
no safety net above dozens of fright-
ened faces, a woman amazing the 
audience with her impossible con-
tortions and a clown making them 
laugh with his exaggerated gestures.  

That’s how circus used to be, and 
that is Kooza now, a journey back 
to the origins of the Cirque du Soleil 
with daring acrobatics and plenty 
of clowns. In fact it was the brain-
child of one of their number, actor 
and clown David Shiner. The Cana-
dian company recently began its 
Kooza tour of Spain in Valencia, and 
this 12th show in the company’s his-
tory will also be in Malaga from 13 
to 29 September.  

In Valencia, an hour before the 
gasps of the public resound around 
the Grand Chapiteau, there is silence 
behind the scenes. Beside the hang-
ers and shelves which hold nearly 
1,000 items of costume which will 
be used during the show, two artists 
whose faces are already made-up 

stretch, other gymnasts warm up 
with weights while a colleague pow-
ders his face in front of the mirror. 
Some are just lying with their eyes 
closed and arms outstretched on the 
mat, seeking a moment of relaxation 
before the adrenalin starts to flow.  

A glimpse backstage 
The Cirque du Soleil doesn’t normally 
open this private space to the media 
so close to the start of the perform-
ance but today, they insist, they are 
making an exception. There is maxi-
mum concentration. We are not al-
lowed to talk to them or interfere 
with their exercises. We are mute 
witnesses to the way they prepare 

their bodies and minds 
for what is to come.  

“It’s dangerous, it’s 
strange and it’s excit-
ing,” says manage-
ment assistant Jaime 
Lindenburg about the 
show. After ten years 
as a singer with the 
Cirque du Soleil, he 
has now “crossed to 
the other side of the 
stage curtain” to head 
a team of 50 artists of 
26 different nationali-
ties. He jokes that it is 
a “dysfunctional” fam-
ily, and says that 
sometimes there are 
disadvantages in be-

ing so close to others.  “Sometimes 
it’s very hard, you have to step back 
a bit because you see somebody who 
is like a brother to you doing some-
thing very dangerous. The artists take 
risks;  I have to transmit confidence 
and security to them,” he says.  

The risk is part of the traditional 
circus which hides behind the cur-
tains of the Ba-ta-clan, the large struc-
ture that dominates the Kooza stage. 
A mobile machine with different 
heights (the highest of all those cre-
ated for the Canadian company) 
serves as a door onto a colourful uni-
verse in which there is magic, laugh-
ter and, above all, tension.  

The Quirós Domínguez brothers 
from Madrid keep the audience’s 
hearts pounding as they wander along   
tightropes at two heights with no 
harness or any type of protection. The 
safety net is only used minutes after-
wards when they cross the slack rope   
on bicycles. In terms of danger they 
are competing with the daring acro-
bats on the Wheel of Death: while 
one double wheel turns several me-
tres above the ground, they run and 
almost fly in and out of it before the 
astonished faces of the audience.  

Just as it seems the situation is as 
extreme as it can get, even more dif-
ficult things happen. For example 
the acrobat who supports all the 
weight of his body on one hand on 
top of eight chairs standing one on 
top of the other. Or the gymnast on 
stilts who lands after jumping ten 
metres from a trampoline.  

Kooza sparks those same feelings 
of admiration, surprise and stupe-
faction caused by the original cir-
cuses, and includes classic numbers 
that demonstrate human skills with 
the aerial hoop or unicycle. To relax 
the atmosphere there are three 
clowns, the “buffoons of the Kooza 
kingdom” who connect with the 
public from the first moment of the 
show. “They contribute in a very spe-
cial way to our return to the excite-
ment of the original circus,” says 
tour manager Shalini Marimuthu. 

The Cirque du Soleil means preci-
sion, coordination and impact, envel-
oped within a modern and universal 
set whose design cannot be classified 
but has recognisable Indian and Moor-
ish touches. Just like the music, world 
rhythms ranging from funk to or-
chestral. The drum solo by Australian 
Paul Butler is spectacular.  

“That’s why I believe this show 
will go down well in Spain, it is very 
loyal to tradition but at the same 
time has progressed a great deal,” 
says Lindenburg. 

Kooza: this is real circus
El Cirque du Soleil returns to its original essence in Malaga in September

Kooza includes some spectacular jumps. :: MATT BEARD The impressive act on the slack rope. :: MATT BEARD

The Ba-ta-clan structure dominates the stage. :: M. BEARD
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 Inside the 
artists’ tent. An 
hour before the 
show, the artists pre-
pare on the other 
side of the stage 
with stretches and 
relaxation tech-
niques. One corner 
of the tent is used to 
store all the items of 
costume which will 
be used in the show. 
:: R. S.

In Malaga 
 Dates:  13 to 29 September. 
 Where:  Cortijo de Torres fair-
ground. 
 Tickets:  On sale from 34.95 at 
www.cirquedusoleil.com. 

The show 
 The team:  ‘Kooza’ employs 122 
people, 50 of them acrobats and 
musicians. 
 Grand Chapiteau:  85 people are 
needed to put the marquee up. It 
is 20 metres high and 51 metres in 
diameter.  
 The tour:  95 containers transport 
around 1,000 tonnes of materials.

IN DETAIL
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MIJAS. Walking Football Spain’s re-
cent Mini Charity Tournament in La 
Cala de Mijas raised 305 euros for the 
fund to buy new prosthetic limbs for 
local girl Sarah Almagro. 

The tournament saw newcomers 
Smiles Fuengirola claim victory in 
the final against much-fancied Bena-
havís, 3-1. 

The players and their guests then 
joined an audience at Our Bar in Ca-
lahonda for a traditional ‘football pie’ 

and a quiz. 
Ex-Liverpool, Coventry and Not-

tingham Forest legend Larry Lloyd 
then rounded off the evening with 
humorous anecdotes from his career. 

The funds were raised from a com-

bination of pitch fees (La Cala Lions 
allowed the use of the facilities free 
of charge), a very generous donation 
by Smiles who gave their 50 euros for 
winning the tournament to the fund 
and 140 euros from a raffle.

The competition aims to 
highlight the negative 
impact of abandoned 
building projects  

:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. The Clic Clac Photo-
graphic Association and online 
legal experts Lexlegis have organ-
ised the second edition of the 
photographic competition, Ghost 
Urbanisations, under the banner 
of ‘Scars of the Real Estate Bub-
ble’. The competition, which is 
open to both professional and 
amateur photographers, will fo-
cus on the half-built or abandoned 
developments that blot the land-
scapes of the Levante and the 
Costa del Sol.   

The competition aims to high-
light the negative consequences 
and impacts generated by aban-
doned urbanisation projects on 
different stretches of the Span-

ish coastline.  
Each participant may submit 

up to three colour or black and 
white photographs, no bigger 
than 40 x 50 cm. The images must 
be the property of the participant 
and delivered on high quality pho-
tographic paper. All images must 
be presented without mountings 
and submitted before 30 Decem-
ber 2019.  

The competition offers cash 
prizes of up to 300 euros and the 
winners will be announced dur-
ing a special presentation night 
in February 2020.  

The jury will be selected by the 
Clic Clac Photographic Associa-
tion and will consist of profes-
sionals and specialists of the pho-
tographic sector. 

Photography competition  
focuses on the scars left 
by the real estate boom

Abandoned projects are the focus of the competition. :: SUR

The Cappella Nova choir 
helped mark 25 years of 
the Lux Mundi centre in 
Torre del Mar 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. The Torre del Mar Lux 
Mundi centre recently celebrated 
its 25th anniversary with a con-
cert in Malaga Cathedral.  

The Cappella Nova Choir sang a 
varied repertoire including Te 
Deum, hymns and psalms and a 
violinist and pianist from the or-
chestra played a piece of music by 
Tomaso Antonio Vitali.  

The audience’s enjoyment of the 
concert was enhanced by the acous-
tics in the cathedral. 

Gloria Uribe, the administrator 
of Lux Mundi, thanked everyone 
who attended the concert or made 
it possible. She gave a special men-
tion to the Bishop Jesús Catalá 
Ibáñez and the Dean Antonio 
Aguilera for allowing the use of 
the cathedral. 

Uribe also thanked the orches-
tra, the Cappella Nova Choir and 
their director, Daniel Tepper. 

Charity celebrates a quarter of a 
century with cathedral concert

The audience listened to the choir in Malaga Cathedral. :: SUR

Larry Lloyd told stories in his own inimitable way. :: SUR

Walking football 
tournament adds 
further 305 euros  
to Sarah’s Fund

z·   More information and 

rules : 
info:lexlegis@lexlegis.org 
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Live Indian music and 
dancing at the Diksha  gala 
dinner raised money for 
deprived Indian children 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

Diksha Spain 

Charity Gala Dinner 
The fifth edition of the annual 
Diksha Charity Gala Dinner, 
organised by the Association 
Diksha Spain, was held on 15 June 
at the Hotel Los Monteros in 
Marbella. Dr Jovanka Manojlovic, 
President of the Association, 
organised the event with the help 
of a team of volunteers. About 150 
guests attended, including 
business owners and doctors and 
a raffle was held with prizes 
donated by local clinics, hospitals, 
hotels, restaurants, artists, shops 
and other businesses. The guests 
enjoyed live Indian music and 
dancing by Devi Diosa (Maria 
Sánchez Rulevskaya, Devi Diosa, 
Sylvia Shazadi and Saeed Khan). 
This was followed by a 
presentation by project coordinator 

Annette Taphorn who detailed the 
association’s achievements and 
future plans. Around 6,500 euros 
was raised in total which will go 
to help deprived children in India. 
Contact via www.asociacion 
diksha.com/sponsor or 650752691. 

Adana 

Walk helps pay vet bills 
Dog lovers have raised 250 euros for 
the Estepona dog shelter Adana 
(Association for the Rights of 
Abandoned Animals) by doing a 7km 
walk, Ash Bolton reports. 

The event saw 25 walkers and their 
dogs make their way from the Pala-
cio de Congresos to Estepona Port 
and back. Brit Michele Yanez-Bowker, 
48, who has organised a number of 
walks for various local charities since 
last October and is an ex-president of 
Adana, told SUR in English: “The 
money will be spent on vet bills as 
they have just paid for a leg operation 
for a dog named Chardonnay. We are 
delighted to help Adana as we appre-
ciate the voluntary work they do in 
our community and acknowledge 
that without donations they could 
not exist as they receive no govern-

ment funding.” 
The money was raised by a 10-euro 

suggested donation to take part in 
the walk. 

Michele, who is originally from 
London and has lived in Spain for 10 
years, added: “Adana currently have 
a few seriously ill dogs. They all need 
special food, which is 85 euros a bag, 
and they need special medical atten-
tion. The dogs cannot be adopted un-
til they are healthy and the medical 
treatment may take several months. 
The money will help to pay those 
bills, which is nothing to do with the 
normal running costs.” 

Michele has organised multiple 
walks in the past eight months that 

have raised money for local causes 
including Heart Animal Rescue Este-
pona, The Royal British Legion and 
Asociación Gatos de Manilva. 
www.adana.es or  facebook.com/fun-
andfund. 

La Cala de Mijas Lions Club 

Awards for students 
Four students from Mijas secondary 
school IES Torre Almenara and six 
from IES La Cala received recognition 
from the Lions Club for their 
personal efforts to support their local 
community, family and colleagues. 
They received plaques and prizes of 
100 euros each. The plaques were 
made by Encina Laura, an association  

for people with intellectual 
disabilities, which has made these 
awards since 2017 when the club 
began recognising deserving young 
people to mark  Lions International’s 
100-year celebrations. Margaret 
Bobowicz, the president of the La 
Cala de Mijas Lions Club, presented 
the prizes and congratulated the 
students on their achievement.   

LEGAL ADVICE

REF. A. L. O. 
I have a problem with my 
phone company. I signed a con-
tract with a certain rate, but 
for the last three months I 
have been being charged a dif-
ferent rate, which is more ex-
pensive. In one of the many 
calls I made, I was told that the 
rate I had contracted no longer 
existed, and that was the rea-
son why I was paying a differ-

ent rate. I have never been no-
tified of this change, and I have 
not accepted it. What can I do? 
I am thinking of stopping pay-
ing the invoices, but I do not 
know if it would help. 
 
Stopping paying the bill is use-
less, because in the end there 
are always more problems. The 
company could cut the line, 
suspend the service and still 
claim the amounts owed, 
through annoying phone calls, 
recovery companies, or includ-
ing your data in a debtors’ list. 
The telephone companies are 
obliged to notify their clients 
when they decide to eliminate 
certain rates or change them, so 
that the client has the opportu-
nity to decide whether to con-
tinue with a new rate or cancel 
the contract with the company. 
If you have not been notified, 
you should file a written com-
plaint with the company’s cus-
tomer service department, de-
tailing why you do not agree 
with the amounts billed to you. 

If after one month you do not 
receive a reply from the com-
pany, you should go to the Con-
sumer Arbitration Offices or 
the General Communications 
Secretariat. If after this step 
you do not get an answer, or 
you are not satisfied with the 
decision they make, there will 
be no choice but to go to court. 

 

REF. C. A. C. 

I am working as an intern tak-
ing care of an old woman. I was 
hired by one of her daughters, 
but she has had a car accident 
and is in a coma, and I have not 
been paid for two months. 
What can I do? 
 
The deadline for filing a claim is 
one year, so you must file a con-
ciliation claim before that year 
passes. If the woman does not re-
cover, you will have to wait, leave 
your job so as not to continue 
working without being paid, or 
talk to the rest of the family for 
an alternative solution.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

Fundraising, awards 
and a gala dinner   

SOCIETY SCENE

Guests at the Diksha Spain Charity Gala Dinner. :: SUR

Margaret Bobowicz with winners, staff and La Cala de Mijas Lions Club members. :: SUR

 What are you up to? 
If you are involved in a club or associa-
tion and planning events, trips or activi-
ties that would be of interest to other 
readers of SUR in English, we would love 
to hear from you: 
Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 

Walkers who raised funds for Adana. :: SUR
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A
lfie Fornear was elected 
Chairman of Nerja’s 41 
Club in April and will 
hold the title for a year.  

Alfie has been a member of the club, 
which is one of the town’s most well-
established organisations, since he 
and his wife, Angela, first came to 
live in Spain 14 years ago. The cou-
ple spend half of the year in the vil-
lage of Sayalonga in the Axarquía, re-
turning to the UK and their home 
near Bristol for the rest of the year 
to be with their children and five 
grandchildren. Alfie explains that 
when he’s in the UK he’s also an ac-
tive member of the Mendip 41 Club. 

“Our love of Spain started when 
we stayed for a holiday with friends 
and caught the bug,” explains Alfie. 

Home and abroad 
Alfie, 73, is originally from Morpeth, 
Northumberland, but he moved to 
Bristol when he was 19 to attend 
Bristol University Dental School, 
where he studied for five years. He 
then stayed in the area most of his 
working life, where he worked for 
the NHS, running three dental prac-
tices. Following a car crash when he 
was 50, Alfie explains, he was “pen-
sioned off.” 

For 14 years of his working life, the 
former dentist explains that his “main 
hobby” was the Round Table move-
ment until he had to leave, at the age 
of 40, due to the age rule. “This rule 
ensured that everyone left at the AGM 
after their fortieth birthday to keep 
the movement young,” explains Al-
fie, who adds, “The idea of Round Ta-
ble was to help people in need whilst 
having a lot of fun doing it.” 

When he and Angela moved to the 
area, Alfie wasted no time in joining 
the local club, where there was al-
ready a good number of ex-Round 
Table members who had decided to 
form a group in Nerja. “After some 
advertising, 14 ex-Tablers from Nerja 
and the surrounding area met and 
decided to form our Nerja Club 15 
years ago this year,” Alfie explains.  

Nerja 41 Club has 45 members 
from 10 different countries through-

out Europe who are all former Round 
Tablers. The chairman explains that 
like him, not many members live in 
Spain full time so he says they have 
become somewhat of a “drop-in club” 
with members attending as many 
meetings as they can.   

Men-only tradition 
They meet on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month. Like the 
Round Table, the 41 Club remains a 
strictly men-only club. While in an 
age of political correctness and gen-
der equality, the club justifies its 
traditions by pointing out that there 
are a lot of women-only clubs and 
societies. In Nerja, Alfie explains, 
even during their “normal” meet-
ing, “the ladies” are “invariably in-
vited to join us”, or they meet to-
gether for a meal in Nerja. 

On becoming chairman for the 
third time, Alfie, who is well-loved 
among his fellow 41 Club members 
for his sense of humour, says, “My 
motto this year is ‘Have FUN, I am’.” 
He goes on to explain how at the AGM 
in April when he became chairman 
he was presented with a personalised 
bowler hat and all members received 
wind-up chattering teeth and sweets. 

As for his plans for this year, he 
hopes to organise visits to Vélez-
Málaga for his members with a tour 
on the road train, a visit to the Ron 
Montero rum distillery in Motril, a 
fifteenth birthday party when they 
will be joined by the National 41 
Club president from England and a 
skiing trip to the Sierra Nevada. All 
of  the activities are organised with 
the aim to raise money for local 
charities, which is at the heart of 
what the club does.

A new chair with  
a promise of fun

 Alfie Fornear is this year’s Chairman of Nerja’s 41 
Club, which is an extension of the Round 
Table movement and organises events to 
raise money for charity

IN THE FRAME

“My main hobby for       
14 years, while I was 
working, was the   
Round Table movement”

JENNIE  
RHODES

Alfie Fornear. :: SUR
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GARDENING

In Spanish this plant is known as 
the herb of the angels (Hierba de 
los ángeles) whereas in English it 
has the less emotive common name 
of wild celery or garden/Norwegian 
angelica.  

Angelica archangelica is one of 
approximately 30 species in the 
apiaceae family (celery and carrot 

family) which includes toxic spe-
cies such as Conium (hemlock) and 
Heracleum (hogweed). It is believed 
to have originated in Syria.  

Angelica is a 
b i e n -
nial 

which means it will not flower un-
til the second year from seed. In the 
winter it dies right back to the 
ground producing new growth the 
following spring. It is a big plant 
and can reach up to 2.5 metres in 

height however it is not drought 
tolerant and needs a damp , 

shady position. 
The leaves are divided 

into serrated-edged leaf-
lets and are arranged up 
hollow green or purple-
tinged stems. The um-
bels of tiny greenish-
yellow flowers appear 
in the summer and at-
tract bees and butter-

flies as well as other pol-
linating insects. They are 

followed by oblong fruits. 
The whole plant is aromatic 

with a pleasant odour said to 
resemble musk and juniper. This 

aroma comes from essential oils 
which for centuries have been used 
to flavour liqueurs such as Ver-
mouth, Chartreuse, Bénédictine 
and Dubonnet.  

Angelica archangelica’s hollow 
stems are candied and used for cake 
decorations and the roots form a 
common ingredient in gin distill-
ing. The leaves can be used in sal-
ads or blanched and eaten like spin-
ach. The crushed seeds collected at 
Lammas (late August) were sprin-
kled onto heads to kill lice or made 
into a tea. The roots were once used 
to protect against the plague and 
other infectious diseases. It is very 
similar to its poisonous cousins 
and correct identification is para-
mount before consuming any part.   

As early as the tenth century An-
gelica archangelica was used as a 
medicinal herb and English herb-
alist and botanist John Parkinson 
(1567-1650) wrote: “It is so goode 
an herbe that there is no part thereof 
but is of much use”.  

A stunning architectural or accent plant with delicate 
umbels of frothy greenish-yellow flowers 

The herb of the angels

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

Angelica archangelica and close up of flower (inset). :: WIKIMEDIA 

DENISE BUSH

Tender perennials such as 
fucshias, verbena, gazenias, 
salvias, marguerites, pen-
stemons, pelargoniums etc 
can be propagated by tip 
cuttings taken now. Choose 
stems that are not flowering 
(if not possible remove all 
flowers and buds) and snip 
them off about 10cm down 
from the tip. Remove lower 

leaves. In a pot filled with 
potting compost and using a 
small dibber or pencil, make 
some holes around the rim 
(up to five around a 10cm 
pot). Insert the cuttings in 
the holes and firm the soil. 
Keep damp and in a shaded 
place. They should be ready 
to pot up or plant out next 
May. 

GARDENING IN JULY

Cuttings for next year

This photo of an Epiphyllum Oxypetalum was sent in by Gre-
the Simensen who says, “The first 13 huge flowers opened [a 
few nights ago]. Not only are they beautiful but they also 
have a lovely smell. It is a plant that blooms rarely and only 
at night. The flowers wilt before dawn.” The common name 
for this plant is The Queen of the Night.

THE QUEEN OF THE NIGHT

:: GRETHE SIMENSEN
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O
n 28 June 1978, more 
than 7,000 people took 
to the streets of Madrid 
for the city’s first event 

in support of the LGBT equal rights 
movement. Organised by Frente 
de Liberación Homosexual de Cas-
tilla, the march marked the end of 
years of repression under the 
Franco regime, and followed the 
international wave of Pride 
demonstrations happen-
ing across the globe. 
With placards and 
banners reading 
statements such 
as “We are not 
dangerous” and 
“We are people, 
not clowns,” par-
ticipants bravely 
marched from Torre de 
Valencia to Marino de 
Cavia, a far cry from the carni-
val atmosphere that takes over the 

city today.  
It was the previous year, in 1977, 

that Spain’s first Pride event was 
held in Barcelona. By 1978, how-
ever, the authorities in Barcelona 
had forbidden a repeat of the event. 
Nevertheless, some 2,000 people 
still turned out in protest.  

The chosen date of Madrid’s first 
pride event was no coincidence: 

the infamous Stonewall ri-
ots broke out on 28 

June 1969. In Man-
hattan’s Greenwich 

village, police 
raided a gay club 
named the Stone-
wall Inn in the 
early hours of the 

morning, arresting 
customers and 

sparking a series of 
violent demonstra-

tions by members of the gay 
community.  The events that fol-

lowed led to 28 June becoming the 
most significant day in the gay 
rights movement with demonstra-
tions commemorating Stonewall 
across the United States and the 
rest of the world every year since.  

When Madrid first held its 
march in 1978, individuals were 
still in prison for being gay in Spain 
and homosexuality was not legal-
ised by the government until De-

cember of that year.  
Fifty years on from Stonewall, 

Madrid’s Pride events are world fa-
mous. Compared with the few 
thousand that marched through 
the capital in 1978, today millions 
take to the streets in celebration. 

In 2017, Madrid held the World 
Pride event, a huge gathering or-
ganised by InterPride, connecting 
and promoting Pride movements 

around the world. Two million peo-
ple celebrated and protested 
throughout the city, making it one 
of the biggest events of its kind in 
the world. 

In recent years, Spain has set a 
global example for gay rights. It 
was the third country in the world 
to recognise the right to same sex 
marriage in 2005, putting it on the 
same footing as traditional hetero-
sexual marriage.  

This year’s Madrid Pride festi-
val kicks off today and includes 
several days of events and live mu-
sic, culminating on 6 July with the 
annual demonstration and parade 
through the Spanish capital.

The beginning of Pride in Madrid
Orgullo Pride 

Manifestación 
                        Demonstration 
Movimiento          Movement 
Pancarta       Placard/Banner 
Peligroso               Dangerous 

Acudar                      To attend 
Derechos                       Rights 
Liberar                           To free 
Convocar              To organise 
Diversidad                Diversity 
Matrimonio              Marriage 
Carroza                             Float 
Igualdad                     Equality 

Exigir                      To demand 
Homosexualidad  

                          Homosexuality

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E28 JUNE 1978

The first march in Madrid in 1978. :: EFE
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The Spanish capital’s now world-famous LGBT 
event started in 1978 with 7,000 participants, 
keen to mark the Stonewall anniversary

Madrid Pride 

 in 2018 :: EFE
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B
efore travelling to Russia’s 
‘northern Venice’ I have 
to admit that I was con-
cerned about my trip. Me-

dia reports of aggressive national-
ism, racism and anti-LGBT incidents 
in Saint Petersburg and across the 
Russian Federation in the recent 
years had made me cautious. 

Yet my first impressions upon ar-
rival were of a sophisticated and ele-
gant city. Taking the taxi from Pulk-
ovo airport to Saint Petersburg’s city 
centre took a little more than half 
an hour. I’d arrived in the evening, 
so the heavy traffic that’s typical of 

the city had passed, and the car was 
able to cruise uninterrupted down 
the wide, peaceful avenues of the 
city towards my hotel. I began to 
grasp just how immense was this 
northern Russian metropolis. I was 
expecting the Baroque and Neoclas-

sical architecture, yet I wasn’t pre-
pared for the scale of the UNESCO 
city centre. This is understandable 
though when you consider that this 
was the Imperial capital of Russia for 
centuries before the 1918 revolution. 

Imperial Capital  
Even as a first-time visitor I quickly 
realised that this is a city not only 
impressive for its grand architec-
tural heritage of palaces and cathe-
drals, of classical domes and spires, 
but also defined by its geography. 
The city is built on the Neva river 
delta that flows into the Gulf of Fin-

land. The city sprawls over former 
marshlands and islands. Navigating 
the city centre on foot gives you a 
better concept of these island neigh-
bourhoods divided by rivers, water-
ways and canals, crossed by hun-
dreds of bridges. 

This Imperial capital was founded 
by Tsar Peter the Great, who wanted 
a progressive city, and one that was 
modelled on the sophisticated capi-
tals of Europe. 

Now Saint Petersburg once again 
wants to convey those progressive 
values, building on its success as a 
Host City for last year’s FIFA World 

Cup, when it welcomed thousands 
of international visitors and foot-
ball fans who were allowed to travel 
without a visa, just a personalised 
spectator card (Fan ID). 

The city wants to be recognised 
for more than just its palaces and 
museums but also as a modern me-
tropolis, and a welcoming destina-
tion. Thankfully in my limited ex-
perience staying in the affluent 
UNESCO city centre, I felt safe, and 
although English is not widely spo-
ken in this traditional and conser-
vative city, welcome too. 

Taste of Russia 
Food is a great way to understand 
modern Saint Petersburg. The res-
taurant scene is vibrant, driven not 
only by growing tourism but also 
business travellers. President Vla-
dimir Putin frequently returns to 
his home city, and often showcases 
Saint Petersburg for international 
meetings. 

US and EU sanctions against Rus-
sia for its 2014 role in Ukraine and the 
Crimea have had a significant impact 

Russia’s cultural capital is endeavouring to be the country’s most 
outward-looking city for leisure and business travellers 

I’ll meet you in Saint Petersburg

The historic centre of  
Saint Petersburg was  

designated a UNESCO  
World Heritage Site 

in 1991. :: SUR

A very MICE city 

Russia’s second largest city is a 
relative newcomer to interna-
tional business tourism. It was 
only five years ago that the city 
established the Saint Petersburg 
Convention Bureau to develop 
the city’s potential for being a 
meeting place for the world. In 
this short time, Saint Petersburg 
has emerged among the top 90 
cities in the world for Meetings, 
Incentives, Conventions and Ex-
hibitions (MICE). 

Tourism officials are eager to 
share news of the city’s modern 
economy, focusing on science and 
research – and its geographical 
proximity to Moscow, Scandina-
via, and the rest of Europe. The 
city has over 200 MICE venues, 
from the world-class ExpoForum, 
to classic buildings such as The 
National Congress Palace. The 
city’s museums and theatres (the 
famous Mariinsky Theatre of Bal-
let and Opera, The Russian Rail-
way Museum, the Planetarium...) 
also provide unforgettable set-
tings for meetings. The city’s lux-
ury hotels are also courting busi-
ness travellers with new meet-
ings spaces and ballrooms.

ANDREW 
FORBES


 Twitter: @andrewaforbes

z·   saintpetersburgCB.com

TRAVEL
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upon Russia’s restaurants; and 
strangely led to a renaissance in Rus-
sian cuisine. President Putin reacted 
to the imposition of economic sanc-
tions with bans on imports of Ameri-
can and European produce. This forced 
international restaurants to change 
their menus, or face closure due to 
unavailable ingredients. 

These days in Saint Petersburg 
where once you might have dined at 
an Italian restaurant you now can en-
joy national and regional gastronomy, 
using predominantly Russian ingre-
dients. What the cuisine lacks in in-
ternational credentials seems to be 
more than made up for by diversity 
in dishes, from traditional pre-revo-
lutionary style food, contemporary 
cuisine, gastronomy from the former 
Soviet republics and even nostalgic 
Soviet restaurants. Menus of popu-
lar feel-good recipes and family dishes 
popular during the period of relative 
peace and prosperity from the 1950s 
have made a comeback.  

Proudly different 
In contemporary Saint Petersburg 
there is no shortage of such fasci-
nating cultural differences – it’s 
what makes travelling in Russia so 
rewarding. From US fast-food res-
taurants like McDonald’s trans-
formed into ‘Russian restaurants’ 
with even the logos and branding 
in Russian Cyrillic script, to strangely 
popular tourist merchandise deco-
rated with images of President Putin 
(where no irony is intended), Saint 
Petersburg, despite its imperial past, 
is certainly very different to a typi-
cal European capital. 

The city is divided by rivers, waterways and canals and crossed by hundreds of bridges. :: SUR

:: A. FORBES 

Saint Petersburg is repeatedly rec-
ognised as one of the world’s lead-
ing cultural city destinations, yet 
there remains an obstacle for many 
leisure and business travels - the 
need for a visa in order to legally en-
ter the Russian Federation. Although 
there are over 30 countries that can 
enjoy visa-free travel to Russia, at 
present most citizens of Europe, in-
cluding the UK, require a visa.  

In addition to the standard visa 
requirements (a passport that re-
mains valid for at least six months 
after your intended departure, 

travel and health insurance and 
two passport photos), you also need 
an official ‘invitation’ to visit Rus-
sia. These visa support letters can 
be provided by an approved travel 
agency, or the hotel where you 
have booked your accommodation 
- but for a fee of course, of around 
25 euros. 

In addition, if you are living 
abroad as a foreign resident, then 
expect your visa to be more expen-
sive and take longer to process. 
Dealing directly with a Russian 
embassy or consulate is cheaper 
but requires a personal visit in Ma-

drid or Barcelona.  
The alternative is to use a spe-

cialist agency like IberRusia in Bar-
celona (which offers a five-day serv-
ice for British citizens living in Spain 
for 260 euros).  

Expect to be asked a lot of ques-
tions on the application form, in-
cluding details of every country you 
have ever visited, details of your 
work status, bank accounts, family, 
marital status (including name and 
gender of your partner) and details 
of your social media presence.  

Once you arrive in Russia you 
must register your visa. Your hotel 

can typically do this for you - but, 
again, for a fee.  

So overall, the Russian visa ap-
plication is time-consuming, com-
plicated and expensive. 

Yet, once you have a visa, expect 
swift passage through immigration 
at Saint Petersburg’s airport.  

Also, an increasingly popular way 
around the visa requirement is to 
visit Saint Petersburg on an ap-
proved, organised tour from a cruise 
ship, since passengers are given a 
72-hour visa-waiver. This doesn’t 
have to be from a long luxury cruise 
from Europe. Instead you could, for 
example, fly to Helsinki and pick 
up a ferry cruise to Saint Peters-
burg. It might even work out 
cheaper than getting a visa!

The Russian visa - a travel obstacle

z· IberRusia.com

TRAVEL
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:: ANDREW FORBES 

STAY: 

Nevsky Forum 

Nevsky Forum is a good option 
for those looking for a simple 
place to stay. Its location, on the 
Nevsky Prospect, the most cen-
tral thoroughfare in this huge 
city, is excellent. 

From here everything is accessi-
ble either by foot or via the metro 
(the Mayakovskaya station is 
nearby). Rooms are simple but clean 
and quiet. 
  
ForumHotel.ru 

Domina St. Petersburg 

Confident, unconventional, con-
temporary Italian design has trans-
formed this classic riverside im-
perial mansion into one of the 
most singular boutique hotels in 
the city. Found a few minutes’ 
walk from Saint Isaac’s Square and 
its cathedral, the main city sights, 
as well as the shops and cafés of 
Nevsky Prospect are around 15-
minutes’ walk away. Set on a tree-
lined river embankment within 
the elegant island district of 
Kolomna, the Domina hotel is 
quite a surprise. As you walk over 
the threshold, you enter a light-

filled atrium bursting with bold 
colours - a signature style of the 
hotel by designer Gianmarco 
Cavagnino. It’s a refreshing con-
trast to all the imperial grandeur 
of the city.  

Room categories are defined by 
colour and design too, including 
bright colours of nature for the du-
plex, open-plan Lifestyle Rooms.  

Cocktail Bar Nove mixes design 
inspiration from the Amber Room 
of Catherine Palace (think crystal 
chandeliers and amber orange so-
fas) with cultural references to 
the Dostoyevsky, including an 
over-sized bust of the famous 
writer and philosopher at the end 
of the bar. It’s a relaxed and 
friendly place to enjoy a refresh-
ing vodka with a side of pickles. 
For a meal head across to Arco-
baleno, the hotel’s family-friendly 
restaurant, offering good-value 
lunches, special kids’ menu and 
upscale dining.  

The hotel also a wellness cen-
tre and gym. Business travellers 
have access to 24-hour services 
like scanning, printing etc and 
there are meeting rooms available. 
 
SPB.DominaRussia.com 

The Four Seasons Lion Palace 

Saint Petersburg is home to some 

of Russia’s finest and most elegant 
hotels. Even if you are not a guest, 
it is really a pleasure to visit some 
of these temples of luxury for a 
drink or bite to eat – since most 
are found within magnificent im-
perial palaces that have been beau-
tifully restored. 

The Lion Palace, now the Four 
Seasons Saint Petersburg was de-
signed by French architect Auguste 
de Montferrand and built for Prin-
cess Lobanova-Rostovskaya.  

Indulge in belle-epoque glam-
our and modern Russian cuisine 
in the glass-roofed atrium Tea 
Lounge.  

The spectacular Montferrand 
Ballroom is the sparkling setting 
for weddings as well as business 
meetings and conventions. 
 
FourSeasons.com 

 

EAT: 

Banschiki Restaurant 

Banschiki restaurant, offering con-
temporary Russian cuisine by chef 
Stanislav Levokho, is also part of 
the ‘Degtyarnie Bani’ steam rooms, 
including a VIP bathhouse spa. 
This is the way business is done 
in the city – Russians like to bathe 
and lunch. 

 
Banshiki.spb.ru 

Fontanka Restaurant 

Cuisine from before the 1918 revo-
lution is the idea behind this Saint 
Petersburg restaurant Fontanka. 
Imperial recipes prepared in a con-
temporary way.  
 
Fontanka30.ru/en 

Restaurant Centralny/Tsentralny 

A kitsch time-warp experience. 
The theme is Soviet and Lenin-
grad cuisine, featuring dated-look-
ing, yet for Russians, nostalgic 
family dishes from a time when 
the Soviet Union was stable and 
at peace - like the salmon and may-
onnaise Mimosa salad. There’s food 
too from the former Soviet Repub-
lics, like lamb from Uzbekistan, 
or cheese from Georgia; and clas-
sics like black caviar with blinis 
and a shot of Beluga vodka; or Pi-
rozhki, which are small pastries 
with onion, eggs and cabbage (or 
meat) inside. 
 
centralrestaurant.ru 

DO: 

Oleg Suturin – Private Guide 

Saint Petersburg native, Oleg, is 
an English, Spanish and Portu-
guese-speaking guide who will 
bring to life the fascinating and 
remarkable stories of wealth, in-
trigue and royalty from the City 
of Tsars. 
 
Instagram.com/BestGuideSaintPe-
tersburg 

 

Yusupov Palace 

There are innumerable art and cul-
tural sights to enjoy in Saint Pe-
tersburg, from cathedrals, 
churches, palaces, castles and ele-
gant parks, to the exceptional Her-
mitage and the unique collection 

at the Faberge Museum. 
Yet the Yusupov Palace encap-

sulates so much of this remark-
able city. It was once the home of 
the richest family in the Russian 
Empire, the Counts of Yusupov. 
There’s the most amazing private 
theatre to discover, art by old mas-
tersand plenty of marble, gold, 
crystal – and more. This was where 
Grigori Rasputin was murdered 
by Dukes and politicians, alarmed 
by his influence and intimacy with 
the family of Tsar Nicolas II. This 
is the best place to discover the in-
side perspective on one of Europe’s 
greatest murder mysteries. 
 
Yusupov-Palace.ru 

 

MICE: 

ExpoForum  

Saint Petersburg is determined to 
put itself on the world stage for 
conventions and exhibitions. This 
was given a boost with the open-
ing of  Saint Petersburg’s new high-
tech ExpoForum. It certainly sets 
the bar for exceptional facilities – 
said to be the best in Russia and 
among the best in Europe. There 
are three exhibition pavilions, a 
convention centre for 10,000 peo-
ple (with 35 conference halls) and 
two Hilton Hotels. 
 
ExpoForum-Center.ru  
SaintPetersburgcb.com 

National Congress Palace 

Saint Petersburg’s Konstantin Pal-
ace is probably the city’s most 
prestigious events venue, having 
already hosted a Russia-EU sum-
mit, as well as G8 and G20 lead-
ers’ summits.  

 
KonstantinPalace.ru/en  

 

BUY: 

White Night ‘matryoshka’ 

Most visitors want to buy nesting 
dolls. For a unique, intricately 
hand-crafted version, look out for 
the famous ‘White Nights’ arti-
san examples. Each typically fea-
ture city landmarks such as the 
iconic onion domes of the Church 
of the Saviour on the Spilled Blood, 
and the monumental Winter Pal-
ace. Be warned, prices can be the 
equivalent to hundreds, some-
times thousands of euros.

THE INSIDER GUIDE

Saint Petersburg

Hotel Domina.

Centralny restaurant.

Banschiki restaurant.

ExpoForum.

Yusupov palace.

TRAVEL
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W
restling, horse rac-
ing and archery. 
These are the so-
called “three 

games of men” which are prac-
tised throughout this country dur-

ing the summer months. 
These Games, held annually and 

competitively in the capital city 
(pictured) during the National 
Holiday from 11 to 13 July, is a tra-
dition dating many centuries. 

The origin of this festival is 
closely related to the abundant mili-
tary history of the country,  espe-
cially renowned for conquest and 
an infamous warrior emperor. 

One of the reasons for their 

success is the sophisticated struc-
ture of the army, which was com-
posed of groups of 10 soldiers. 

The leaders of the groups chose 
their warriors based on their 
strength, movement and flexi-

bility, as displayed during these 
public competitions.   

If you know where this is, you 
could win a prize. Please send the 
name of this city, the Games that 
take place here and the country’s 
infamous warrior emperor to 
english@diariosur.es. Only en-
tries with your full name, address 
and telephone number will be 
considered. 

Last month’s photo showed 
the shrine of Idris I of Morocco, 
founder of the city of Fez. It is 
there that the Festival of World 
Sacred Music took place from 14 
to 22 June. 

Congratulations to Diego Ro-
dríguez Martínez in Torremoli-
nos who answered correctly. Your 
prize will be on its way to you 
soon.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

Divide and conquer

MAY’S 
PHOTO

Send your answer to 
english@diariosur.es

:: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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:: J. GARCÍA BLANCO 

At first glance it is a simple build-
ing, three storeys high and a blue 
and white front, situated beside the 
port on a small island surrounded 
by the immensity of the Atlantic. 
Despite its apparent insignificance, 
Café Sport de Horta - or Peter’s Café 
- on the island of Faial in the Azores, 
has given shelter to sailors from the 
five continents and has become a 
legend. It opened in 1918 and since 
then has been frequented by mer-
chant seamen, sailors from the 
Royal Navy and US Navy, yacht cap-
tains, courageous whalers and even 
spies. Today it is one of the archi-
pelago’s tourist landmarks and the 
atmosphere inside transports you 
to a thousand adventures on the 
high seas. Without a doubt, if Moby 
Dick had been written in the 20th 
century, Captain Ahab would have 
gone to Peter’s to look for harpoon-
ers to pursue the feared object of 
his obsession.  

That same spirit of adventure, 
far from dispelling with moder-
nity, can still be perceived on the 
nine islands of the Azores. Their 
volcanic origin and delightful and 
exuberant natural setting contrib-
utes to that and the beauty is dif-
ficult to describe. It is not surpris-
ing that the New York Times has 
named the Azores as one of the es-

sential destinations to visit in 2019.  
The physionomy of the archipel-

ago was shaped by lava and ashes, 
leaving spectacular enclaves for 
geotourism. On Faial, for example, 
is Capelinhos, a volcano which last 
erupted in 1957, creating several 

square kilometres of solid ground 
and partly burying an iconic light-
house, beneath which there is now 
a very interesting information cen-
tre. There are impressive ‘caldeiras’ 
(craters) on all the islands, although 
the one called Sete Cidades on the 

island of São Miguel is particularly 
spectacular. Its interior contains a 
picturesque hamlet and two la-
goons, one green and one blue, the 
most photogenic in the Azores. On 
the other side is the Funas Valley, 
another crater covered with leafy 

vegetation. There you can try a tra-
ditional dish, ‘cozido das Furnas’, 
which is prepared by burying the 
saucepans for several hours to take 
advantage of the volcanic heat.  

The intricate geology of the 
Azores also enables you to enter the 
entrails of the Earth, like charac-
ters in a novel by Verne. The Algar 
do Carvão, on the island of Terceira, 
is a volcanic chimney 90 metres 
deep which can easily be visited by 
steps leading into the interior. It is 
full of stalagtites and stalagmites 
and there is an underground lake. 
Other telluric enclaves are the Furna 
do Enxofre –one of the biggest vol-
canic caves in the world, on Gra-
ciosa - and the Gruta das Torres, a 
lava tube five kilometres in length 
on the island of Pico.  

But the Azores are not all volca-
noes and caves. There are more re-
laxing options too, such as the lovely 
beaches, most of them of volcanic 
sand - the Mosteiros beach on São 
Miguel, the biggest and most tour-
isty island, is outstanding - but there 
are also white sand beaches such as 
Praia Formosa on Santa Maria.  

It is also possible to swim in more 
exotic places such as thermal wa-
ters in natural pools created by the 
lava, for example the Termas do 
Carapacho on Graciosa, or the warm 
waterfalls of Caldeira Velha on São 
Miguel.  

If you’re looking for peace and 
quiet, it’s best to take refuge on the 
smallest island of Corvo. With just 
425 inhabitants, this diminutive 
enclave which used to be a refuge 
for pirates is now a paradise of tran-
quility. With its rugged cliffs and 
picturesque hamlets of black and 
white houses, it is the perfect place 
to disappear to.  

 Lovers of active tourism will also 
find plenty on offer. There are horse-
back excursions to see the volcanic 
‘caldeiras’, mountain bike routes, div-
ing trips with blue sharks and boat 
trips to watch sperm whales and 
other cetaceans. In fact, the whaling 
past of the islands has resulted in 
other tourist attractions. Until just 
over 30 years ago, many local people 
used to hunt ‘baleas’. That past is still 
a recent memory and has been pre-
served in museums about the ‘Whale 
Factories’ on Faial, Pico and São Jorge, 
and the Scrimshaw Museum in the 
Café Sport, with authentic works of 
art made with the teeth of sperm 
whales. It is a legacy of which, with-
out a doubt, Captain Ahab would 
have been proud. 

Azores: an Atlantic paradise
Horseback rides through a volcanic crater, beaches with crystal clear waters and a past 
which sounds like an adventure story. Nine islands to get away from it all this summer

The beautiful Sete Cidades lagoons, one green and one blue. :: AZORESPHOTOS.VISITAZORES.COM / GUSTAV

The Caldeira Velha waterfalls. ::  AZORESPHOTOS.VISITAZORES.COM / ALBA PIMENTA

 How to get there.   TAP flies to 
Terceira and São Miguel with a 
stop in Lisbon or Porto. There are 
internal flights and ferries be-
tween the islands. 

 Where to stay.   In Terceira, the 
Hotel Angra Marina has unbeat-
able views of the Atlantic. 

 Where to eat.   Restaurant Ti 
Choa in Terceira, has friendly 
service and typical dishes. 

 Further information.   Azores 
Tourism (www.visita-
zores.com/en).

GUIDE

TRAVEL
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T
rying to harmonise wine 
with food is not an exact 
science, and many thou-
sands of words have been 

written that support this view. 
Maridaje, as such a pairing is re-
ferred to in Spanish, involves serv-
ing a wine with an accompanying 
dish to achieve the perfect gastro-
nomic balance. However some 
foods are acknowledged to have no 
suitable partner.  

Asparagus is one, since, like 
artichokes, a substance known as 
cynarin blocks any sense of 
sweetness. Another is smoked 
anchovies, the overpowering fla-
vour of which makes any drink, 
except vodka, unpleasant. Caviar 
is a tricky one too, although 
vodka, again, and cava or cham-

pagne are the primary options. 
Curry-lovers mostly reject any 
alcoholic drink except beer, but I 
find an old manzanilla to be per-
fect, even an oloroso.   

Admittedly some maridajes are 

acceptable. A recent example was a 
tasting in which the protagonist 
was acorn-fed ham (jamón de bel-
lota). This was from Castro y 
González, whose production area 
spreads from south of Salamanca 
to the northern part of Huelva 
province.  

I have consumed lorry loads of 
ham, but to be honest was never 
quite sure which part of the leg it 
was carved from. Each has a differ-
ent taste and consistency, influ-
enced by the length of time the 
ham has been hung; the tasty fat 
obeys the force of gravity and con-
centrates in the lower regions. The 
accompanying tasting wines were 
primarily from the Chivite Pere-
lada stable, and included the nota-
ble Gran Claustro Cuvée cava and 

Chivite’s now well-known Las 
Fincas rosado.  

Quite correctly, and adequately 
placed in the order of things, the 
tail-end Charlie was Tio Pepe fino 
sherry.  

So if you think tasting food and 
wine together is a great way to 
pass a few hours, be aware that 
eight wines were tasted with four 
different cuts of jam. A total of 32 
variations on what was really an 
outstanding sensory experience, 
and I wish everyone could have 
the same opportunity. Having 
said that, almost any quality 
jamón de bellota is delicious, and 
the number of occasions you can 
enjoy it will depend on your bank 
balance – or whether you have 
generous friends with good taste.

Laderas de La Horra 2017 

There is always a conflict of in-
terest when a wine is sold di-
rect by the bodega while at the 
same time being available in 
stores. The unwritten rule is 
that the prices should be the 
same and no buyer benefits by 
going direct. 
This excellent 
Ribera del 
Duero is also 
available via 
major depart-
ment stores, 
and is as good 
as it gets at 
the very fair 
price of 16.50 
euros.

::ESPERANZA PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. It is traditionally said in 
Malaga that sardines are at their best 
“from virgin to virgin”, that is, from 
July, around the festival of the 
Virgen del Carmen, to early Septem-
ber, when the Virgen de la Victoria 
is celebrated.   

The explanation is that in this pe-
riod the sardine is preparing for its re-
productive period, and has already 
accumulated the fat that makes their 
flesh so juicy.  

This pelagic species (which swims 
in shallow or medium depth waters), 
scientifically called Sardina pilchar-
dus, reappears in Malaga waters at 
the end of January. It is then much 
leaner, with its skin covered with a 
kind of glitter instead of the dark layer 
it now has on its back. It is no good 
for grilling but quite good fried, in 
casseroles or in marinades.  

Mediterranean and Atlantic sar-
dines are classified as distinct subspe-
cies (Sardina pilchardus pilchardus 
in the Atlantic, and Sardina pilchar-
dus sardina in the Mediterranean). 
At first glance, the ones in the Med 
are smaller, with thinner skin and 
tastier flesh. They are also more threat-
ened by over fishing than those in 
the Atlantic, because stocks in the 
Mediterranean are less resilient. How-
ever in the past, their abundance was 
such that throughout the Mediterra-

nean and in the South Atlantic they 
became a basic and popular food, and 
from Turkey, Greece, French Provence 
and Italy, to Tunisia, Morocco, Portu-
gal and of course Spain, there are nu-
merous recipes, although a constant 
in every country is roasting over fires 
outdoors. 

The sardine is also a popular fish 
for canning. At the beginning of the 
1950s, the abundance of sardines 
along Malaga’s coastline was such 

that it attracted Galician canners such 
as the great Jaime Martínez de Ubago, 
founder of the firm of the same name. 
And the canned sardine, apart from 
for sandwiches and salads, is good for 
making appetisers such as Portuguese 
sardine paté.  

Other even more traditional ways 
of preserving them include pickling  
or salting, which gave rise to the sim-
ple meals to fill people up in past times 
such as in a tomato stew, after desalt-

ing, or simple ‘salpicones’ made with   
broken-up fish.  

 Marinading is another very sim-
ple method used both in homes and, 
later, in industry. Introduced in Spain 
by the Arabs, with the expulsion of 
the Jews in 1492 it passed to other ar-
eas of the Mediterranean, such as Ven-
ice, where the local version, ‘sarde in 
saor’, adds raisins and pine nuts. 

For the ‘sardinas malagueñas’ ‘en 
moraga’ (or ‘moruna’, as it is also 

known) is very popular. 
Marinated sardines are very 

much to today’s taste for raw fish, 
as well as the stuffed, battered and 
fried Tunisian sardines, a recipe that 
very possibly comes from the Se-
phardic Jews. However it is served, 
this fish from Malaga can be en-
joyed in a thousand delicious ways. 
Bon appétit!

The sardine, once abundant off Malaga, can be used in many recipes. :: DANIEL MALDONADO

Sardines at this time of the year are fat and juicy and now is the best time to eat them

Sardines: a basic Mediterranean food Sardines ‘en 
moraga’  
Ingredients  
(6 people): 
1kg sardines, 1kg ripe tomatoes, 2 
large onions 4 green peppers, 3 
cloves of garlic, 150ml white 
wine, saffron strands, 2 bay 
leaves, a pinch of ground cumin, 1 
chili, extra-virgin olive oil, salt. 

Method: 

Remove the scales and rinse the sar-
dines well. Cut off the heads, open 
them out and remove the backbone. 
Season with salt and pepper. Place in 
a large frying, keeping them in one 
or two layers only. In a saucepan add 
enough oil to cover the base and place 
on a low heat. Add the finely chopped 
onion, garlic and chopped peppers. 
When these are soft add the cumin, 
saffron, bay leaves and the peeled and 
finely chopped tomato. Leave to sim-
mer until the tomatoes are soft then 
add the wine and reduce the liquid 
by boiling rapidly. Spoon the sauce 
over the sardines and cook for 
about five minutes over a low heat. 
Chop the chili very finely and 
sprinkle over the cooked sardines 
to add a spicy touch. 

ANDREW J. LINN 
  

A HAM           

MARRIAGE
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MALAGA. The Museum Jorge 
Rando in Malaga is exhibiting a col-
lection of lithographs by the Brit-
ish artist and sculptor Henry Moore. 
The series of works are entitled 
‘Henry Moore. Entre lo terrenal y 
lo eterno’ (Between the earthly and 
the eternal) and were completed be-
tween 1971 and 1973.  

“The occasions when we have 
been able to enjoy Henry Moore’s 
exhibitions in Spain are few and 
far between, but an exhibition of 
graphic work is something excep-
tional”, explained Vanesa Díez, the 
museum director. 

 “For Moore, drawing was not 
simply the cornerstone of all his 
sculptural work, but represented 
a fundamental pillar in his artistic 
career, from the time he began his 
studies in York until his death in 
1986,” she added. 

In this way, Díez has vindicated 
the importance of drawing in 
Moore’s trajectory as “an independ-
ent way, a way to express his ideas 
in parallel with his sculptural 
work”. Because, as the director of 

the Museum Jorge Rando ex-
plained, “His sculpture has had so 
much attention that it has rele-
gated his drawings.” 

The series exhibited this sum-
mer in the Malaga museum also in-
vestigates Moore’s formal works 
which Díez described: “From 1920 
onwards Moore developed draw-
ing in a very personal pictorial lan-
guage in which, in order to repre-
sent three-dimensions on paper, 
he eliminated the use of shadow 

and light in order to do so through 
what he calls sectional lines.” 

The result is a set of engravings 
that concentrate on the textures of 
the rocks that make up Stonehenge, 
rather than the global images of the 
site built thousands of years ago, the 
purpose of which is still the subject 
of debate among specialists. A solar 
calendar, a burial site, an astronomi-
cal observatory? In any case, a place 
for pilgrimage and recollection. Simi-
lar to art.

Henry Moore: the lightness of the stones

The  Museum Jorge Rando is exhibiting a series of engravings of Stonehenge by the British artist

The new exhibition at the 
museum highlights one of 
the lesser known skills of 
the artist, that of a 
draughtsman and an 
engraver

ANTONIO 
JAVIER LÓPEZ

 @ajavierlopez

The new exhibition runs until 28 September. :: SALVADOR SALAS One of the engravings in the series. :: SUR

 What.  A series of 15 engravings  
called ‘Stonehenge’ created be-
tween 1971 and 1973. 

 Where.  Museum Jorge Rando. 
C/ Cruz del Molinillo, 12. Malaga 
city. 

 When.  Until 28 September.

THE EXHIBITION
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EXHIBITIONS 

Victorian Spain 
 Ronda. Until 31 August. El Museo 
Unicaja Joaquín Peinado. 
‘A vision of Victorian Spain’ is the 
theme for this exhibition which 
consists of around 75 works by 20 
British artists (including  John Phil-
lip, Edwin Long, John Bagnold Bur-
gess, John Haynes Williams, Robert 
Kemm and Edwin Roberts) who 
painted romantic landscapes of 
Spain in Victorian times.  

Granada Mi Aire 
Estepona. Until 31 August. Patio 
Top Garden Furniture, Carretera A7 
163- Urb El Pirata. 
Andalusian landscapes focusing 
on light and power. 

SEAONE. Retratos. 
 Marbella. Until 22 May 2020. 
Museo Ralli Marbella. 
The temporary exhibition is by 
Galician-Argentinian artist Luis 
Seaone. 

José María Baco 
Vélez-Málaga. Until 5 July. Sala El 
Pósito, Plaza de la Constitución. 
The exhibition ‘La Seda’ consists 
of 50 works by Malaga artist José 
María Baco. It chronicles the life 
of the silk worm, the fine threads 
of silk and their use to manufac-
ture beautiful fabrics. He uses col-
our to transport the viewer to the 
orient and materials such as linen 
and even plastic to highlight his 
works. 

Galería JM live art Via Lucis 
Malaga. 29 June, 8.30pm. C/Du-
quesa de Parcent. 
The present installation from Marc 
Montijano (open until end of Sep-
tember) is called JMenvivo and this 
is the second performance linked 
to the exhibition Los Sueños de 
Dante. With poet and artist Bárbara 
Zagora.  

Les Chant des Morts 
 Malaga. Until 13 October. Casa Na-
tal de Picasso. 
The exhibition consists of works 
created by Picasso to illustrate Le 
Chant des Morts by Pierre Reverdy.  

Gay Pride 
 Malaga. Until 1 July. El Patio Anto-
nio Banderas, Malaga Town Hall. 
A collection of 16 photographs that 
reflect the diverse family groups 
present in Malaga. The exhibition 
is organised by GALEHI, the Asoci-
ación de Familias Homoparentale. 

Veteranos de BBVA 
 Malaga. Until 29 June. Salas Mingo-
rance, Archivo Municipal. 
Malaga city is the theme of this col-
lection of paintings completed by 
contestants of the 6th Asociacion 
de Veteranos de BBVA-Memorial de 
Conchi Mendoza competition. 
www.malaga.eu   

Pop of the twentieth century 
 Malaga. Until 14 July. Antiguo Mer-
cado de Mayoristas. 
The exhibition consists of 60 con-
temporary works by artists such as 
Mark Ryden, Haroshi, KAWS, 
James Jarvis, ErikParker, Hajime 
Sorayama and Keiichi Tanaami and 
Malaga artists Javier Calleja and Ju-
lio Anaya.  

Pedro de Mena Granatensis  
Malacae 

Malaga. Until 14 July. Palacio Epis-
copal. 
The exhibition will consist of 63 re-
ligious works created by sculptor 
Pedro de Mena y Medrano.  

Bruce Nauman   
Malaga. Until 1 September. Museo 
Picasso Málaga. 
Rooms, Bodies, Words is the title of 
the exhibition of around 100 works 
by contemporary artist and sculp-
tor Bruce Nauman.  

Max Ernst Historia Natural 
Malaga. Until 13 October. Carmen 
Thyssen Museum. Free with 
ticket to visit the museum. 
An exhibition of 34 works by surre-
alist painter Max Ernst. 

Back to School 
 Malaga. Until 29 June. La Casa 
Amarilla. 
Back to school by Eryk Pall is all 

about the first great social con-
frontation: the first time in front 
of the world outside. It reflects on 
loneliness, monotony and the ac-
ceptance of oneself. 

Make Something Different   
Malaga. Until 30 June. Centro de 
Arte Contemporáneo. 
‘MSD -Make Something Differ-
ent’ takes a look at 21st-century 
pop art with 69 works by 25 art-
ists including Mark Ryden, 

:: SUR IN ENGLISH 

ESTEPONA. The Pink Purple 
Zep Fest II - Estepona Rocks 
will, tonight (Friday) and to-
morrow (Saturday), celebrate 
some of the greatest names in 
the history of rock music in-
cluding Foo Fighters, Guns n 
Roses, AC/DC, Pink Floyd, Deep 
Purple and Led Zeppelin.  

The concerts, organised by 
Pink Purple Productions SL, will 
take place in the Plaza de Toros in 
Estepona and include perform-
ances from tribute bands Foo 
Fighters GB, Guns 2 Roses and 
AC/BC tonight, followed by 
Deeper Purple, Whole Lotta Led 
and Think Floyd tomorrow.  

Tickets are available online 
(www.pinkpurpleproduc-
tions.com), by email (info@pink-
purpleproductions.com) or by 
phone (659 772 448).

Estepona Rocks festival pays 
tribute to rock legends

The concerts celebrate rock legends. :: SUR

POP, Malaga.

Via Lucis, Malaga
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KAWS, ERik Parker, Todd James 
and James Jarvis.   

Anima Roos  
Malaga. Until 28 July. Alfajar, 
C/Císter. 
Congalese artist (Zaire 1956) An-
ima Roos trained at the Royal Acad-
emy of Fine Arts in Ghent, Belgium 
and attended Masterclasses with 
David Leach. www.alfajar.es 

Banksy The Art of Protest  
Malaga. Until 15 September. La 
Térmica. 
The exhibition is La Térmica’s most 
ambitious to date and includes 
iconic series such as the portrait of 
Kate Moss in the style of Warhol’s 
Marilyn, The Bulldog and serigraph 
of the series Girl with Balloon. 

Lego exhibition 
Malaga. Until 22 September. 
Muelle Uno, Malaga Port. 
The biggest exhibition of Lego 
models in Europeincluding an 11-
metre -long replica of the Titanic, 
characters from Lord Of The Rings, 
the Statue of Liberty, Sydeny Opera 
House etc.  

 ‘Colección MC Málaga, el arte 
de coleccionar’ 
 Antequera. Until 7 July. Museo de 
Arte de la Diputación (MAD).  
The new exhibition consists of 
works by artists such as Félix Rev-
ello de Toro, Eugenio Chicano, En-
rique Brinkmann, Jooaquín Pein-
ado and Carlos Durán. It has been 
organised by the Diputación and 
the Fundación de Málaga with the 
backing of Unicaja Bank. 

Jesús de Perceval 
 Antequera. Until 26 July, 5-8pm. 
Centro Fundación Unicaja. 
Over 70 photographs by Almeria 
photographer, painter and sculptor 

Jesús de Perceval.  

We Can Do It! 
 Mijas. Until 22 July. Centro Cul-
tural de La Cala. 
An exhibition by the artists in Ar-
teX including Griselda Giachero, 
María Fernández Ruiz, Romina 
Cupp, Alba Dalmau, Kora Korazón, 
Gerrit Oppelland-Hampel, Anouk 
Slegers, Lieuwke Loth, Cristina 
Soler, Icat Mónica Gómez 
Martínez, Laura Morales Perales, 
Eugenia Esteban Arias and Alexan-
dra Mejía Castaño. 

Guajiros 
 Mijas. Until 16 July. Conjunto Resi-
dencial Los Olivos, Fase 1, Local 25. 
The Asociación Nuevo Enfoque has 
organised an exhibition of photo-
graphs by Juan Miguel Alba enti-

tled Guajiros. 

Miradas de Al-Ándalus 
 Nerja. Until 30 June. Museo de 
Nerja.   
The artist Miguel Ángel López 
Expósito, will be exhibiting a selec-
tion of his paintings inspired by 
Spain’s Moorish past. 

Mi Tierra 
 La Herradura. Until 30 September, 
9am-3pm. Mercado Municipal.   
An exhibition of around 50 photo-
graphs taken by five photographers 
from the Almuñécar Foto Club. 

CHARITY 

Classic Car and Bike Festival 
Estepona. 29, 30 June, from 10am. 
Palacio de Congresos y Exposicio-
nes Estepona. 10€. 
Live music, food trucks, raffle, 
stands selling memorabilia and 
accessories and lots of classic cars 
and motorbikes. Ticket sales are 
donated to Cudeca Cancer hospice 
and Alzheimers Association. 
www.costaclasicos.com 

Cudeca Day at Shazbar 
Estepona. 29 June, from 10am. 
Shazbar, C/Colmenar. Urb Las 
Joyas. 
Minimarket with stalls, raffles, 
tombola, competitions ,food, 
wheel of fortune etc. 

Charity Football Tournament 
Mijas. 29 June, from 4pm. Munici-
pal stadium. 
La Cala de Mijas Lions in 
collaboration with Mijas Sports 
Department have organised a 
charity seven-aside footie match 
for over 18s. There will be music  
and a DJ. Food and drinks from the 
bar. Cash prizes. Tel: 622184430 

ACE Charity Summer Party 
Estepona. 29 June, from 1.30pm. 
ACE, C/San Roque. 11€. 
Entertainment provided by Colm 
Fitzpatrick, with a buffet lunch. 
Funds raised go to Cudeca Cancer 
Hospice and other charities. 

Charity concerts for Red Cross  
Almuñécar. 4 July, 9pm. Auditorio 
Casa de la Cultura. 5€ donation. 
Performances by La Bohemia, Isa-
bel sánchez and Batukada 2.0. 

Cudeca Charity Jazz Concert  
Marbella. 5 July, 8.45pm. Clinica 
Buchinger Wilhelmi. 20€. 
The Anachronic quintet which spe-
cialises in trad jazz, blues and 
swing, will be playing in the gar-
dens of the clinic. Tickets: 
664248559 or email: 
pr1@cudeca.org 

TAPAS ‘Greatest Shows’ 
Cártama pueblo. 29 June from 
6.30pm. Teatro Carthima. 12€ 
With songs from famous West 
End and Broadway shows such as 
Barnum, Les Miserables and 
Hairspray among many, the cast 
of TAPAS will be presenting 
their biggest-ever stage produc-
tion to raise money for local 
charities. Tickets online 
(www.tapassociety.com) or by 
phone (678932284). 

Animals In Distress auctions 
Alhaurín el Grande. 12 July from 
7pm. Peña Asfahal. 
Fifteen per cent commission from 
each sale goes to AID. Sellers need 
to advise AID (Chris: 628239174 
or Joe: 626942427) at least 3-4 
weeks before the auction and 
bring the items for logging in be-
tween 5 and 6pm.  
www.animals-in-distress.eu 

Bruce Nauman, MPM

ArteX, Mijas
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MUSIC & DANCE 

The Wall Bar  
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free.  
28 June. Constanza and Javier jazz 
duet.  

Arts and Circus Festival 
Cadiz. Until 29 June.  
The arts and Circus festival in 
Jimena de la Frontera starts 
officially at 8pm today in the El 
Corral de la Paca in Calle Ancha. 
Fifteen artists will be displaying 
their works. The Grand 
Inauguration takes place on 22 
June with a live Cuban and Salsa 
music. Circus activities begin on 23 
June with a display by circus 
student. Circus workshops run 
until 29 June.  

Coral Magnum Mysterium 
Estepona. 29 June, 9pm.  Plaza 
Begines. Free. 
The repertoire of the choir includes 

Gabriel’s Oboe and River by Ennio 
Morricone; The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight by George Weiss; The Pink 
Panther byHenry Mancini; 
Edelweiss byRichard Rodgers; West 
Side Story (Potpourri)by Leonard 
Bernstein; The Phantom of the 
Opera by A. Lloyd Webber; I have a 
dream by B. Andersson/ B. Ulvaeus 
and Oliver by Lionel Bart.  

Movie Score Málaga (MOSMA) 
Malaga. 2-6 July.  
There will be seven concerts 
dedicated to famous movie scores 
with the first at 9.30pm in the 
Plaza de la Constitución on 2 July  
dedicated to composer Roque 
Baños. It is followed the following  
evening with two more concerts, 
the first at 8pm in the Sala Maria 
Cristina dedicated to the musicals 
of Yasunori Mitsuda. The second 
starts at 10pm in the Recinto 
Eduardo Ocón and is dedicated to 
music from TV shows. On 4 July, 
9.30pm at the Teatro Echegaray the 
Orquesta de la Catedral de Córdoba 
play music by composers such as 
Leo Birenberg and Daniel 
Pemberton. On 5 July at 8.30pm 
the Malaga Symphonic pay 
homage to Robert Folk in the 
Teatro Cervantes. The festival 
finishes 6 July, 8.30pm in Teatro 
Cervantes with atribute to John 
Debney by the Malaga 
Philharmonic and the Catedral de 
Córdoba choir. Tickets from the 
theatre or from www.uniticket.es  

Music from the time of Pedro 
de Mena 

Malaga. 28 June, 3 , 10, 17 July. 
Palacio Episcopal and Cathedral. 
Free. 
“La música europea en tiempos de 
Pedro de Mena (1628-1688)” is the 
theme for the series of  concerts at 
the Bishop’s palace. 

Starlite Festival 
Marbella. 5 July until 24 August. 
Cantera Nagüeles. 
5 July, 20 August.  Manuel Car-
rasco. 
6 July. Juanes. Latin. 
10 July. Nicky Jam. Reggaeton. 
11 July. The Beach Boys. Then And 
Now tour. 

Classical Music Concert 
Malaga. 5 July, 9pm. St George’s 
Church, Avda de Pries 1. 20€. 
Three award winning artists from 
the Juilliard School, New York - 
Thomas Kaurich (pianist), John 
Sharp (cellist) and Liba Shacht 

(violinist) will perform works by 
Hayden, Granados and 
Mendelssohn. Price includes a pre-
concert glass of wine/cava. 
Reservations or more information 
call:  638339691. 

Music in the patio 
 Mijas. 28 June, 8pm. Casa Museo. 
Free. 
Los Malagatos will perform songs 
from Spanish folklore, maragatos 
and other typical songs of rural 
Malaga.  

Ojeando 
 Ojén. 28, 29 June, from 9pm. 
Three stages will be in use during 
the festival in Patio Victoria, Plaza 
and Molino. With live bands and 
Djs. More information and tickets 
sales: http://ojeando-festival.es/ 

Louie Louie Rock Live 
Estepona. Louie Louie Bar.   
28 June, 11pm. Charly and the Co-
conuts. 5€ 
28 June, from 1am. Pink Purple 
Zep Fest after party with the 
bands and The Habituales (28th). 
10€.  
29 June, from 11.45pm. Pink Pur-
ple Zep Fest after party with the 
bands and Jet Stream. 10€ 

Joven Orquesta Provincia de 
Málaga 
Malaga. 3 July, 8pm, 4  July, 
midday. Teatro Edgar Neville. 
As part of the Festival de 
Orquestas de Jóvenes ‘Bernardo de 
Gálvez’ the Malaga Youth 
Orchestra will be performing in 
two concerts. Tickets from 
mientrada.net 

Joven Orquesta Palestina-
Fundación Barenboim Said 
Malaga. 5 July, 9pm, Casa de la 
Cultura. teatro Edgar Neville 
The Palestine Youth Orchestra 
made up of students from the 
Fundación Barenboim-Said in 
Ramala, Palestine will be playing 
pieces by  Mozart.Tickets: 
mientrada.net  

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. Malaga Cathedral 
28 June, 8.30pm. ‘Music from the 

time of Pedro de Mena’ will include 
works such as Gloria by Vivaldi and 
Te Deum by Charpentier. The or-
chestra will be accompanied by the  
Ópera de Málaga choir.  

Festival Terral 
Malaga.  Until 7 August, 8.30pm. 
Teatro Cervantes. 
28 June. Zenet. 
29 June. Rufus Wainwright. 
30 June. Ute Lemper. 
1 July. Richard Bona’s Bona de la 
Frontera. 
2 July. Paquita D’Rivera Septet. 
7 July. Michel Camilo & Tomatito. 
7 August. Yamato drummers from 
Japan.  

Tango 
Malaga. 6, 7 July, 8.30pm. Teatro 
Echegaray 
Tango dancers Natasha and  Alfredo 
and Débora Godoy and Carlos Gue-
var will be presenting Tangos de 
Ayer, Hoy y Mañana (6 July) and 
Una Historia del Tango (7 July). 
Tickets: 902 360295 / 952 076262 
or www.unientradas.es  

Constanza jazz, Wall Bar

Japanese drummers, Terral 

Ojeando festival, Ojén

Tango, Malaga
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FLAMENCO  

The Art of Flamenco 
Malaga 28, 29 June. Museo Picasso 
Málaga. 
Today, 28 June Lela Sota and Rafael 
Riqueni will be performing at 7pm 
followed by Pepe Luis Carmona 
Habichuela and Diego Carrasco at 
10.30pm. Saturday 29 June La Fabi 
and José del Tomate will be on 
stage from 7pm and Ana Crisman 
and La Negra performing at 
10.30pm.  

Daniel Romero 
Nerja. 29 June, 9pm. Centro Cul-
tural Villa de Nerja. 
Flamenco dancer Daniel Romero 
will be performing with his dance 
group. 

Festival Flamenco de Málaga 
Malaga 28, 29 June from 9.30pm. 
Plaza de la Alcazabilla 
To celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of the Festival Flamenco Ciudad de 
Málaga there will be free perform-
ances by several local flamenco 

dancers, singers and musicians in-
cluding Virginia Gámez, La Re-
pompilla and Carmen González. 

Flamenco Azúl 
Malaga 2 July, 8.30pm. Auditorio 
Edgar Neville, C/Pacífico. 
French flamenco company Ana Pé-
rez from Marseille will be perform-
ing as an ‘ambassador’ of French 
flamenco for the Flamenco Bienial 
de Málaga.  

FESTIVALS 

Las Noches Al-Loárabe  
Álora. 28, 29 June  from 8pm. 
The town of Álora looks back to its  
past and celebrates its Arabic his-
tory with activities related to Al-
Andalus such as an authentic souk 
with crafts, guided visits of the lo-
cal monuments, concerts and free 
entry to the museum and Arabic 
water cistern. 

Fiestas de San Pedro  
Arriate. Until 30 June. 
This festival  marks the beginning 
of summer with another proces-
sion of Corpus Christi on Saturday 
morning. 

Feria de la Cala del Moral 
Rincón de la Victoria. Until 30 
June. 
La Cala del Moral has been cele-
brating this festival for the past 
fifty years. It includes the tradi-
tional ‘jabega’ (fishing boat) re-
gatta, fishing competition, race, 
live music  etc.  

:: JENNIE RHODES 

MALAGA. Malaga resident, 
Thomas Kaurich, will be accom-
panied by two former Julliard 
School colleagues, Liba Schacht 
and John Sharp, on Friday 5 July 
at the English Cemetery in 
Malaga. The three, will be form-
ing a chamber music trio (piano, 
violin, and cello) for the first 
time since they left the school. 
The programme will include 
pieces by composers Haydn, Gra-
nados and Mendelssohn. 

Pianist Kaurich has performed 
at the English Cemetery as well as 
other venues in Andalucía before. 

Liba plays a Teckler violin 
from 1724, while John’s cello is a 
rare Guanarius from 1694.  They 
explain that it belonged to the 
principal cellist of the Berlin Phil-
harmonic in the 1920s and 1930s. 
“During the war he lost his posi-
tion on account of being half 
Jewish, and the cello was hidden 
in a bank vault in Copenhagen.” 
Both the cellist and the cello sur-
vived the war, and the instru-
ment ended up in New York, 
where John acquired it. The cello 

gets its own plane ticket and a 
window seat “It’s almost a family 
member, in fact,” laughs Liba. 

Liba was born in Lithuania and 
grew up in Tel Aviv before com-
ing to Juilliard. John is originally 
from Waco, Texas. They now live 
in Chicago, where John is the 
Principal Cello of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, and Liba is 
a violinist with the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago.  This is the first time 
they have been in Spain for over 
30 years. The trio will also be per-
forming at Bodegas Bentomíz in 
Sayalonga on Sunday 7 July.

A musical reunion  in one of 
Malaga’s most tranquil spots

Liba Schacht and John Sharp during a previous performance.

 What: Chamber music trio 
Thomas Kaurich, Liba Schacht 
and John Sharp. 

 Where: The English Ceme-
tery, Malaga (5 July), Bodegas 
Bentomíz (7 July). 

 Information and tickets: 

English Cemetery: 638339691, 
or Bodegas Bentomíz: 
www.bodegasbentomiz.com

INFORMATION

Flamenco Azúl, Malaga
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EVENTS 

Summer nights in Antequera 
Antequera. Until 14 September  
The Dólmenes, El Torcal, the Al-
cazaba and the Peña de los Enamo-
rados will be open for many differ-
ent activities and theatrical tours. 
Contact the Tourist officefor more 
information: 952702505 / 
952708305. 

TOPS Western Garden Party 
Alhaurín el Grande. 6 July, from 
7pm. Off Cártama Road. 
A Western themed party. 
Costumes not essential. Bring your 
own food, drinks available from 
TOPS’ bar. there will be a Western 
quiz and Western music. Tickets 5€   
from Martin’s and Cristina’s 
shopsin AEG. Contact Maggie : 
topsforcharity@gmail.com - or call 
Cath Bradley: 627 293 609. 

Beach Clean-up 
Almuñécar/La Herradura. 30 June, 
from 10am.   
The community beach clean up  
will take place in Almuñécar and La 
Herradura on Sunday, 30 June from 
10am until 11.30am. Register free 
at: http://www.Playa-
Patrol.com/register/. Playa Mango 
(La Herradura) and Arena (Playa 
Puerta del Mar), will provide 
volunteers a complimentary drink 
and tapas. 

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last min-
ute time changes. Lunchtime and 
late night screenings weekends 
only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95 www.cinealbeniz.com  
Tell It To The Bees: 16.30, 18.05, 
22.05. 
Mid 90s: 21.30. 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
Aladdin: 12.20 (every day); 17.40, 
20.15, 22.50 (Mon, Tues, Thurs). 
Men in Black: International: 
12.15, 16.00. 
Toy Story 4: 12.00, 12.30, 16.20, 
23.45 (every day); 16.45, 18.55, 
21.05, 23.15 (Mon, Tues, Thurs). 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  

Toy Story 4: 15.45, 18.00, 20.10 
(every day); 17.30 (every day ex-
cept Mon and Tues). 
Men In Black: International: 
20.30. 22.45. 
Aladdin: 15.30, 17.50. 
Godzilla: King Of The Monsters: 
15.40, 18.00, 22.00. 
Child’s Play: 15.40 (every day ex-
cept Mon and Tues); 16.00 (Mon, 
Tues); 18.15, 22.45 (every day). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Aladdin: 15.55 (every day). 

Godzilla:King Of The Monsters  
21.50 (Tues). 
  Men In Black: International: 
12.45 (Sat, Sun); 19.15 (Tues). 
 Rocketman: 12.40 (Sat, Sun); 
18.55 (Tues). 
Child’s Play: 12.50 (Sat, Sun), 
22.35 (Tues). 
Toy Story 4: 12.00, 13.00 (Sat, 
Sun); 17.45, 19.50 (every day ). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón de la 
Victoria. Calle Arroyo Totalán 
Tel: 902 220 922 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Aladdin: 22.30 (Tues). 
Men In Black International: 
17.10 (Tues). 

Rocketman: 19.00 (Tues). 
Child’s Play: 22.10 (Tues). 
Toy Story 4: 13.00 (Sat, Sun); 
20.40 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia. Centro 
Comercial Vialia.    
Tel: 902 220 922 or visit www. 
yelmocines.es  
 Aladdin: 21.10 ( Tues). 
Godzilla King Of The Monsters: 
21.40 (Tues). 
The Dead Don’t Die: 12.50 (Sat, 
Sun); 19.55 (Tues). 
Rocketman: 22.35 (Tues). 
Toy Story 4: 12.00 (Sat, Sun). 
Child’s Play : 22.15 (Tues). 
Tolkien: 15.50 (Fri, Sat).

:: TONY BRYANT 

RONDA. The Real Maestranza 
de Caballería (RMR) will host 
La Semana de la Música de 
Ronda from  Tuesday 2 until 
Friday 5 July. The four-day mu-
sic festival will take place in 
the bullring and other emblem-
atic locations in Ronda and pre-
sents a programme of concerts 
featuring contemporary music 
from the seventeenth century 
until the present day.  

The festival, which is cele-
brating its twentieth anniver-
sary, will offer performances by 
several renowned classical mu-
sicians and orchestras, includ-
ing soprano Irene Román, pian-
ist Isabel Puente, and the Met-
ropolitan Symphony Orchestra 
of Seville. 

The festival is organised by 
Ronda town hall and the RMR, 
a cultural institution founded 
in 1573 that is dedicated to the 
preservation, dissemination 
and research of the town’s his-
torical and cultural heritage. 

The festival will begin with a 
special concert in the bullring 
on Tuesday 2 July at 9.30pm, 
when the New York Youth Sym-
phony Orchestra (NYYS) will 
play pieces by composers such 
as Beethoven, Mendelssohn, 
Brahms and Shostakovich. 

The NYYS is nationally rec-

ognised for its innovative edu-
cational programmes for tal-
ented young musicians and for 
providing opportunities to per-
form at world-class venues. The 
orchestra is made up of quali-
fied students from all back-
grounds and offers rigorous 
programmes in orchestra, 
chamber music, jazz, musical 
theatre composition and con-
ducting for students between 
the ages of 12 and 22.   

The orchestra has performed 
at more than 20 concerts this 
season, including one at Carne-
gie Hall in New York, where 
they entertained an audience 
of 8,500 people. 

Under the baton of conduc-
tor Michael Repper, the NYYS 
will make their European de-
but during a ten-day tour of 
Spain that will take them to 
Valladolid, Madrid, Seville and 
Malaga. Following their per-

formance in Ronda, the orches-
tra will perform at the Edgar 
Neville Theatre in Malaga on 
Wednesday 3 and Thursday 4 
July. 

La Semana de la Música de 
Ronda will finish on Friday 5 July 
with a classical music concert 
held in the Ermita de la Virgen 
de la Cabeza, a tenth-century her-
mitage located in a cave. 

Tickets for the festival cost be-
tween 10 and 15 euros and are 
available online (www.musica-
ronda.com) or at the ticket office 
of the Maestranza bullring and 
the Casa de Cultura in Ronda.

Iconic Ronda locations to host 20th 
edition of contemporary music festival

The NYYS will perform in the bullring in Ronda next week. :: SUR

 Tuesday 2 July, 9.30pm.  
New York Youth Symphony. 
Maestranza bullring. 

 Wednesday 3 July, 8.30pm. 
Isabel Puente. Biblioteca de la 
Maestranza.   

 Thursday 4 July, 9pm.  Met-
ropolitan Symphony Orchestra 
of Seville. Picadero de la Maes-
tranza. 

 Friday 5 July, 8.30pm. Irene 
Román. Ermita de la Virgen 
de la Cabeza.  

CONCERTS

Beach clean up, Almuñécar
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M
arshes with 
huge ecological 
value, a gas-
tronomy spe-

cialising in Atlantic sea-
food and fabulous beaches 
make Isla Cristina one of 
the most coveted tourist 
destinations in Spain dur-
ing the summer.  

The origin of this pretty 
town date back to the sec-
ond half of the 18th century, 
when people settled there 
to work in the fishing in-
dustry and salt mining. In 
fact, salt extraction is still 

2 days in Isla 
Cristina 
Car + Walking.  

Journey time: 4 hours 

from Malaga. 

Monuments and places 

of interest: 6 hours. 

Beaches and walks: 5 

hours.

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES

The Hoyon beach has plenty of facilities for tourists. :: TURISMO ISLA CRISTINA

QUICK GUIDE 

Where to visit in 
Isla Cristina 
Church of Nuestra 

Señora de los Dolores. 

The main church of the 

town, built in the 20th 

century. 

Calle Gran Vía, 16, 21410 

Isla Cristina. 

 
Monument to sailors.  At 

the junction of Avenida 

Federico Silva Muñoz and 

Avenida del Carnaval. 

21410 Isla Cristina. 

 
Marismas de Isla   

Cristina. Wetland with 

huge environmental 

value between the Gua-

diana and Carreras rivers. 

21410 Isla Cristina. 

 
Marina. A leisure port 

beside the fishing port, 

at the mouth of the 

Carreras river.  

Punta del Caimán, s/n. 

21410 Isla Cristina. 

 

Blas Infante’s house. 

The house in which, from 

1923 to 1931, the man 

known as ‘The Father of 

Andalucía’ lived.  

 Calle Diego Pérez Pascual, 

7. 21410 Isla Cristina.

one of the economic motors 
of this town in Huelva prov-
ince, in which Blas Infante, 
who became known as the 
‘Father of Andalucía’ went 
to live.  

As well as an important 
historical heritage with some 
impressive buildings from 
the 19th and 20th century, 
Isla Cristina today is famous 
for its tourist facilities on 
the shores of the Atlantic 
Ocean.  

Along its 12 kilometres of 
coastline there are a dozen 
beaches of fine white sand, 

the best-known of which are 
the Playa del Hoyon, Cen-
tral, La Gaviota, Casita Azul 
and Islantilla, which is situ-
ated in an outlying district 
of the same name.  

Tourists will find all the 
facilities and services they 
could wish for on these 
beautiful beaches, many of 
which are set in very natu-
ral surroundings. Visitors 
really are spoiled for choice.  

The nearby marshes, 
called Marismas de Isla Cris-
tina, form a valuable envi-
ronmental area and beauty 
spot which is shared with 
neighbouring Ayamonte. 
This large expanse of wet-
land surrounds and protects 
the town, and there are sand 
dunes, woods of pine trees 
and lagoons. There are sev-
eral designated walking 
routes, most of which start 
at Ayamonte.  

These marshes can boast 
a wide variety of wildlife 
and walkers are likely to 
see herons, white storks 
and common avocets, as 
well as the unusual cha-
meleons in their most 
natural environment.  

Thanks to its location on 
the Atlantic, Isla Cristina 
also has an important port 
for fishing and leisure 
boats. Unsurprisingly, fish 
and seafood play an impor-
tant part in the local gas-
tronomy, served in a vari-
ety of ways ranging from 
fish stews to grilled or 
boiled shellfish.

W

W

Flor de Sal Biomaris salt lakes. :: TURISMO ANDALUZ

Salt and the Costa de la Luz 

Marismas de Isla Cristina. :: TURISMO ANDALUZ



Seville

Malaga

Cordoba

Huelva

Cadiz

Isla Cristina

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA
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:: IRMA CUESTA 

The day they told him he had pros-
tate cancer, Ben Stiller went into 
a panic. The actor returned home, 
trying to take the news in, and 
started looking on the internet for 
information which might help to 
calm him down. The list of survi-
vors made him feel optimistic: John 
Kerry, Rudy Giuliani, Robert 
DeNiro... the star of There’s Some-
thing About Mary has admitted 
that, like more than a million men 
who are diagnosed with a tumour 
of this type every year, he was 
shocked to hear the diagnosis.  

“I didn’t know what to do and I 
needed some sort of proof that this 
wasn’t the end of the world. Nei-
ther my age nor family history had 
made me think anything like this 
could happen,” he said in an inter-
view about medical tests which can 
save lives. These include magnetic 
resonance, which urologists all over 
the world are enthusiastic about 
nowadays. They are convinced that 
this is the silver bullet with the abil-
ity to tackle an illness which affects 
one in every seven men in Spain 
and whose diagnosis is not always 
reliable.  

In the near future magnetic reso-
nance imagery, or MRI as it is 
known, could be a method of de-
tection comparable to the mam-

A silver bullet
 Will magnetic resonance become the definitive tool to detect  

elusive prostate cancer? A team of British experts say it will, and  
soon. The debate is on the table
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mograms that have been available 
for women for a long time. At the 
moment a group of men in the UK 
are undergoing these non-invasive 
tests, which take images of the in-
side of the body to detect any ab-
normal growth of the prostate, so 
experts can decide whether or not 
to establish them as routine un-
der the NHS.  

The team doing the research at 
University College London said 
this week that it will soon be able 
to confirm whether MRI is the 
path to follow because it is consid-
ered infinitely better than rectal 
examination, blood tests and bi-
opsies.  

The PSA blood test for the pros-
tate-specific antigen misses about 
15 per cent of cancers and at the 
same time detects others which 
will never be a serious risk for the 
patient. In fact, approximately 
three out of every four men with 
a high PSA level will never develop 
cancer in their lives, but many are 
obliged to have a biopsy because 
of this type of analysis.  

This involves taking small sam-
ples of tissue from the prostate 
gland, using a needle, so they can 
be examined under a microscope. 
This process sometimes fails to de-
tect a cancer or doesn’t show 
whether it is aggressive, and as if 

that were not bad enough, it can 
cause side effects such as bleeding, 
serious infection and even erectile 
dysfunction.  

The leader of the project, Dr 
Mark Emberton, says that com-
pared with this accumulation of 
negative or non-conclusive results,  
MRI, which does not involve in-
jection or radiation, has been per-

fected and is definitive “in cancers 
which will affect the quality or 
length of life”. He also says that 
around 90 per cent of the men who 
have this test before retirement 
age can have peace of mind and 
forget about this illness.  

“Prostate cancer is quite slow-
growing, so if the image of the 
prostate is perfectly clean at the 
age of 55 or 60, it is very probable 
that the man will never suffer from 
it,” he says. He also says the test is 
very close to perfection.  

“In future the results of exami-
nations will be classified by a traf-
fic light system: green means all 
clear, amber shows the need for 
more tests and red means seeing 
a specialist urgently,” he explains. 
He is convinced that a magnetic 
resonance test could cost less than 
200 euros and, in time, could be 
available at any shopping centre.  

Too optimistic 
Although the idea sounds promis-
ing, not all specialists are as enthu-
siastic as Dr Emberton.  

Anthony D’Amico, a professor of 
radiation oncology at the Faculty 
of Medicine at Harvard University 
(Boston) believes there is insuffi-
cient data to confirm that MRI is 
the definitive solution, nor 
to propose it as a profitable 

Conventional detection methods
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José Gregorio Pereira   
Urologist at Clínica Zorrotzaurre  

 “The MRI is the way 
forward, but there is 
still a long way to go”   

José Luis Gutiérrez Baños  Head of 
department at Valdecilla  hospita 

 “It is a fact that 
resonance reduces 

the number of 
biopsies needed” 

Antonio Prieto   National Prostate 
Cancer Association  

 “Our aim is for a 
PSA analysis to be 

carried out as a 
minimum” 

>
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Very common 

The Spanish Society of Medical 
Oncology estimates that this 
year the most common type of 
cancer diagnosed in men in 
Spain will be prostate, with 
more than 34,300 new cases. 
In fact, nowadays it is the sec-
ond most common type of can-
cer in men. The positive aspect 
is that the survival rate has 
been continually increasing in 
recent years. The number of di-
agnoses all over the world 
every year is around 1,276,106. 
In the USA alone there are 
185,000, and 47,300 in the UK.  

5,500 deaths 
In Spain, although the mortality 

rate is reducing, about 5,500 
men die every year from this 
type of tumour, which is 2.8 per 
cent of all deaths among the 
Spanish male population.   

Advice 
Every man over the age of 45 
who has risk factors should be 
tested to detect prostate cancer 
as early as possible. Among 
those most predisposed to this 
type of cancer are black men 
and those whose closest rela-
tives (father, brother or son) are 
diagnosed with prostate cancer 
at an early age (younger than 
65).  

75% 
Three out of every four pa-
tients with localised prostate 

cancer are cured. In addition, 
80 per cent of patients with 
prostate cancer which is not 
aggressive and is very localised 
survive more than ten years 
without any treatment being 
necessary. 

PROSTATE 
CANCER

measure. “Data from other in-
stitutions shows that MRI 

only finds 80 per cent of serious tu-
mours and fails to detect 50 per cent 
of other cases of high-degree can-
cer,” he insists. 

His call for caution is shared by 
some Spanish experts such as José 
Gregorio Pereira, director of the 
Robotic Laparoscopy Unit at the 
Zorrotzaurre Clinic in Bilbao, who 
until a few months ago was the 
head of Urology at the Galdakao-
Usánsolo hospital. He says that 
resonance, which has been used 
in Spain for years, is extremely ex-
pensive.  

“I know Dr Emberton person-

ally, and I know he is looking to 
the future but I believe it is too op-
timistic. The reality is that we 
would need highly specialised ra-
diographers and they have to be 
trained. Also a negative resonance 
is not definitive in as many as 20 
per cent of cases, and the tests are 
very expensive and would be dif-
ficult to cover under the health 
service,” he says.  

He recognises, however, that 
this type of technology is here to 
stay. “In an era of ‘big data’ and ar-
tificial intelligence it is easy to 
think of a future like the picture 
Emberton paints, but we’re not 
there yet. Why don’t they do MRI 

scans on breasts, as they are ex-
tremely reliable? Because they are 
very expensive and a mammogram 
only costs four euros,” he says.  

Dr Pereira’s opinion is very simi-
lar to that of José Luis Gutiérrez 
Baños, the head of the Urology De-
partment at the Valdecilla hospi-
tal in Cantabria. Both experts were 
among more than 1,000 who re-
cently attended the  National Urol-
ogy Conference in Bilbao. 

 “The world of prostate cancer 
changes from one month to the 
next. At present, doing a resonance 

before a biopsy enables us to de-
tect the onset of risky cancer. It is 
a fact that resonance reduces the 
number of biopsies carried out un-
necessarily, and the objective is 
for more MRIs to be done, but that 
also needs a high degree of spe-
cialisation from the radiographer,” 
says Dr Gutiérrez Baños. He ad-
mits that they have been stabbing 
in the dark for years and that the 
debate is now on the table.  

“We have early diagnosis based 
on the PSA, but that leads to diag-
noses of insignificant tumours 

which are over-treated. In fact, 
there is no general criteria at all 
about whether screening should 
be carried out as a matter of course 
among the population.  

Antonio Prieto González, head 
of the Urology section at the 
Virgen de Arrixaca hospital in Mur-
cia and president of the National 
Prostate Cancer Association, says 
this type of test used to be carried 
out quite regularly in Spain sev-
eral years ago. “At first there 
weren’t many radiographers to do 
this type of test, but now there are 
more and so we are asking special-
ists for them more often,” he says.  

He confirms that in Spain the 
PSA is still the first filter and that, 
when this marker is high or there 
has been a suspicious result from 
a rectal examination, they now re-
quest resonance scans whereas be-
fore they used to ask for a biopsy 
as a first option.  

“Just as with breast cancer we 
automatically do a mammogram, 
we want a PSA analysis to be es-
tablished as the way to test for 
prostate cancer, and it is cheaper,” 
he explains.  

The road is signposted now, but 
there is still a long way to go to 
reach the end. 

>

A doctor and patient discuss a hypertrophied prostate. :: R. C.
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:: SUR 

MALAGA. César Ramírez, a sur-
geon from Malaga, recently oper-
ated on around 50 adults in Sierra 
Leone in just five days, as part of the 
Cirujanos en Acción group’s ‘Bisturí 
Solidario’ (Solidarity Scalpel) cam-
paign. The slogan of the campaign 
is:  The formula for solidarity is work 
+ science + humanism to achieve a 
more just world. 

The temperature was around 40ºC 
and the high humidity made the 
heat even more unbearable for the 
ten volunteers who travelled to Sie-
rra Leone from different parts of 
Spain. Two were from Malaga: Cé-
sar Ramírez, the team coordinator, 
and Paco Gómez.  

They have already taken part in 
seven campaigns together and have 
operated on more than 1,000 peop-
le, transporte 2,000 kilos of medical 
and surgical material and trained do-
zens of professionals in countries 
where not everyone can access up-
to-date medical training.  

The Sierra Leone mission took 
place from 17 to 22 June. The team 
of doctors comprised César Ramí-
rez, Teresa Butrón, Guadalupe Mo-
reno, Hermelinda Pardella (sur-
geons); José Miguel Morán (pedia-
tric surgeon); anaesthetists Beatriz 
Fort, Sandra Casares, Salvatore Ca-

tania and nurses Paco Gómez and 
Silvestra Barrena.  

On the first day they saw 300 pa-
tients in three rooms set up for tria-
ge, two for adults and one for chil-
dren. In the following days they per-
formed surgery on 100 adults and 30 
children.  

In all, they carried out 160 surgi-
cal procedures, working marathon 
days of up to 16 hours in extreme 
temperatures and in tremendously 
difficult conditions. The operations 
included advanced pathologies of 
the abdominal wall and inguinal 
hernias,  in some cases measuring 

half a metre and weighing more 
than five kilos. These were ex-
tremely complex operations but 
they were successful and carried out 
with no complications.  

“For a more just world it is essen-
tial for people to help others,” says 
Dr Ramírez.  

Extreme poverty 
Hernias are problems which affect  
men and women equally, and pre-
vent them doing anything which re-
quires physical effort. In Sierra Le-
one this problem can result in fami-
lies ending up in the most extreme 
poverty, because in this country work 
is the only way to bring money into 
a household.  

This is a country where poverty 
and health mark the lives of the popu-
lation, and life expectacy is only 55 
years. It is a country desolated by the 
consequences of ten years of civil 
war (1991-2001), and the Ebola epi-
demic between 2014 and 2016.  

This is just one of the projects 
which will benefit from the fund-
raising dinner which is to be held on 
Saturday 13 July at the Colegio de 
Médicos in Malaga, as all the money 
raised will be used for missions co-
ordinated by Dr Ramírez in Sierra Le-
one, Liberia and Uganda. In Uganda, 
the works are now being completed 
on the surgical pavilion which Bis-
turí Solidario is building in Kamatur.

José Miguel Morán, César Ramírez and Paco Gómez with local doctors and nurses. :: SUR

Surgeons on charity mission in Sierra Leone
César Ramírez and Paco 
Gómez, from Malaga, have 
now taken part in seven 
campaigns in Africa and 
have operated on more 
than 1,000 people
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Proyecto Hombre warns 
of an increase in young 
people seeking help for 
addictions to new 
technology and 
behavioural problems  

:: ANTONIO M. ROMERO 

MALAGA. Most women start 
smoking, drinking and taking psy-
chotropic drugs earlier than men, 
with 27 per cent starting between 
the ages of ten and 14, whereas 
most males don’t begin until at 
least 15. This  information comes 
from the annual report produced 
by Proyecto Hombre in Malaga, 
which was officially presented this 
week. The association, which has 
been in existence for 33 years, spe-
cialises in helping people who suf-
fer addiction as well as working 
towards prevention. 

The report for 2018 warns that 
more young people are being 
treated for addictions, misuse of 
new technology (mobile phones, 
tablets and social media) and be-
havioural problems, especially dis-
ruptive behaviour.  

These are called non-substance 
addictions, and they increased from 

eight per cent in 2016 to nearly 30 
per cent last year.  

Technology 
“Nowadays it is rarely just a case 
of disruptive behaviour; they mis-
use new technology as well. We 
often find in the end, when chil-
dren have come to us with another 
problem, that this is the real un-
derlying problem or, at least, it is 
associated with their violence, self-

neglect or failure at school,” said 
the director of Proyecto Hombre, 
Belén Pardo.  

In 2018 the association attended 
to 612 people in Malaga province 
(459 men and 153 women). The 
association has different pro-
grammes; 392 people took part in 
the basic programme which is for 
people with serious personal, fam-
ily, social or employment problems 
caused by their addiction. 

 Another 85 attended the eve-
ning programme for those with an 
addiction who are highly moti-
vated to change and who have a 
family, social and work structure. 
Meanwhile the youth programme 
assisted 34 people aged between 
18 and 25, while 36 attended the 
women’s programme and 65 took 
part in the special programme for 
children.  

The principal substance con-

sumed is cocaine, with an average 
of 46 per cent of people who at-
tend the basic and evening pro-
gramme addicted to it, and a high 
percentage of those who seek help 
also consumed cannabis or alcohol 
at an early age, said Belén Pardo at 
the press conference. 

Employed and addicted 
The profile of the typical user of 
Proyecto Hombre is a male with a 
full-time job (70.24 per cent), and 
44.24 per cent of the women are 
working full-time. Twenty-four 
per cent of women using the serv-
ices work part-time, and a further 
18.4 per cent are housewives at 
present because they are unem-
ployed.  

Altogether, 63 people success-
fully completed one of the pro-
grammes at Proyecto Hombre in 
2018. It was a year with a focus on 
preventive campaigns at schools 
and aimed at families. 

 Talks were given at 88 schools 
(60 per cent were private schools 
and the remainder state schools), 
reaching 15,734 pupils.  

Training was provided for 698 
teachers and the experts also 
worked with 8,040 families in the 
province.

Women start smoking, drinking and taking 
psychotropic drugs at an earlier age than men 

The Proyecto Hombre annual report was officially presented in Malaga this week . :: SUR
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Ex-volleyball star dies 
suddenly, aged 46 

MALAGA / MADRID 
:: S. C. / AGENCIES. Miguel Ángel 
Falasca, considered by many to 
be Spain’s greatest even volley-
ball player, died expectedly of a 
heart attack in a hotel in Italy on 
Saturday. 

Falasca, 46, was born in Argen-
tina but moved to Malaga aged 15.  
He was a member of Spain men’s 
national volleyball team from 1993 
to 2009, going to the Sydney 2000 
Olympics and winning the 2007 
European Championships during 
a distinguished career.

IN BRIEF

Fourth place for Malaga 
triathlete in Antwerp 

MALAGA 
:: SUR. Malaga triathlete Alberto 
González came in fourth in Sun-
day’s round of the ITU Triathlon 
World Cup in Antwerp. 

The 20-year-old finished just 
five seconds off a podium finish 
during a day in which he formed 
part of the leading group. 

He recorded a time of 59:35, 
coming in behind Tayler Reid 
(New Zealand), Gabriel Sandor 
(Sweden) and Diego Moya (Chile). 

Participants had to cover 750 
metres swimming, 20 kilometres 
cycling and a final five running.

The course at Sotogrande 
plays host to this 
European Tour 
tournament until Sunday 

:: SUR 

MALAGA. The Andalucía Masters, 
which returned to the European 
Tour calendar in 2017 after an ab-
sence of six years, is under way at 
Valderrama Golf Club in Sotogrande 
with Sergio García keen to seal vic-
tory for the third year, and fourth 
tournament, in succession. 

García became the first Spanish 
player to win a tournament on 
strokes at the Real Club Valderrama 
thanks to his hard-fought triumph 
in the 2011 edition. Having won the 
2017 Masters at Augusta and become 
a Ryder Cup record-holder, he went 
on to extend his relationship with 
the Cadiz course by taking the  title 
when the Andalucía event returned 
to the international calendar of the 
European Tour.  

Last year García added to his im-
pressive record at Valderrama by lift-
ing the trophy (which is backed by 
his Foundation) for the third time 
on this  historic course for Spanish 
golf;  it was here that the legendary 

Seve Ballesteros led Europe to vic-
tory in the Ryder Cup in 1997. How-
ever, this year the battle for the ti-
tle of the tournament will be espe-
cially enticing to watch. 

News sponsors 
Estrella Damm is the new main 
sponsor of the Andalucía Masters 

for the next five years. Thanks to 
this new incorporation, the prize 
money for the Estrella Damm N.A. 
Andalucía Masters will be three 
million euros - one million more 
than in 2018. 

This sum is undoubtedly a rea-
son why this year’s edition, which 
will run until Sunday, has managed 

to attract some of the best national 
and foreign players,  with the head-
liner undoubtedly Jon Rahm. 

 García’s title defence got under 
way on Thursday and he equalled 
his lowest ever round at Valderrama 
to sit just one shot off the clubhouse 
lead, held by Frenchman Victor 
Perez, on day one.

García finished the first day of action in joint second place. :: EFE / A.CARRASCO RAGEL

Sergio García begins Andalucía 
Masters title defence at Valderrama

Veteran Spanish tennis star Feliciano López, 37, became the first wild 
card since Pete Sampras (in 1999) to win the singles title at the Fe-
ver-Tree Championships at Queen’s in London on Sunday. López beat 
fellow veteran Gilles Simon 6-2 6-7 (4-7) 7-6 (7-2) after almost five 
hours on court. López then returned alongside Andy Murray later the 
same day to clinch the doubles title too.

:: EFE

WILD CARD LÓPEZ TRIUMPHS AT QUEEN’S
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The club is expected to 
keep Víctor Sánchez on 
as head coach but 
conversations over the 
future direction are still 
ongoing 

MALAGA. The clock is already tick-
ing on Malaga and sporting director 
José Luis Caminero. Though the long 
Segunda season (made even longer 
by the side’s participation in the play-
offs) only concluded less than a fort-
night ago, preseason training is just 
around the corner and there is plenty 
of work to be done behind the scenes 
to ensure that Malaga can remain 
competitive next season. 

While the lack of activity so far 
is a concern to those outside the 
club, sources consulted by SUR say 
that a number of deals are close to 
completion and could be finalised 
within the next few days. 

Priorities 

Caminero has to manage three ma-
jor priorities this summer: secure a 
new coach for next season, reduce 
the size of the squad and bring in 
new players who will improve the 
current group. 

Víctor Sánchez is the club’s first 
choice for the head coach role hav-
ing turned around the team’s for-
tunes during his brief tenure at the 
helm. A meeting was held with him 
and his coaching staff on Monday 
last week to outline the new real-
ity for the club, in terms of finan-
cial limitations. 

In this meeting it was made clear 
that a number of changes would 
have to be made in the way that the 
club operates, but principally with 
regard to the playing squad. 

Though talks over a contract are 
yet to take place, within the club 
they are confident that a deal can 

be reached without the need for ur-
gency. 

More pressing is the need to move 
players on, especially those who are 
high earners, with the wage cap set 
to drop to around 50 per cent of 
what it was for last season. On this 
front, very little has been achieved 
so far, barring the decision not to 
activate the extension clause in 
Yevhen Seleznov’s contract and 
Rajko Brežančić’s imminent return 
to his home country and Partizan, 
as both parties look to terminate his 
contract by mutual consent.  

However, it is only once the 
squad, currently consisting of more 
than 30 players, has been trimmed 
that new players can arrive. 

Assuming that Víctor stays, 
Caminero already knows what pro-
file of player he likes. However, if 
someone else is to take over, the 
list of targets may need to be re-
calibrated. 

In any case, the hope is that half 
of the squad will be in place for the 
start of preseason in mid-July with 
the rest of the planning going down 
to the wire.

Future still in the air nearly a fortnight on

Malaga take their time over decisions, making few moves since the promotion dream ended

Víctor, during the last game against Deportivo. :: SALVADOR SALAS

ANTONIO 
GÓNGORA

 Twitter: @GongoraSUR

Mallorca will join Osasuna and 
Granada back in the big time 
after an amazing comeback 
win over Deportivo La Coruña 
at Son Moix on Sunday. Trail-
ing 2-0 from the first leg, a 
first half goal from Budimir 
and two in the second from 
Salva Sevilla and Abdón Prats 
sealed back-to-back promo-
tions (from Segunda B to La 
Liga) for the Balearic island-
ers. Dépor, who beat Malaga 
to reach the final (5-2 on ag-
gregate), tried to react in the 
final minutes but they too will 
have to remain in Segunda for 
another year.

MALLORCA COME 

BACK TO PIP 

DEPORTIVO TO 

PROMOTION

:: EFE

Sheikh Al-Thani sends 
consultant to analyse 
the state of affairs 

Malaga club president Sheikh 
Abdullah Al-Thani has sent a 
special consultant to analyse 
the state of affairs at the club 
following the side’s failure to 
achieve promotion back to La 
Liga. 

This is not the first time that 
the sheikh has employed an 
outsider to verify the informa-
tion he is receiving from club 
employees. 

But now with finances lim-
ited, the sheikh hopes that this 
independent advisor, who has 
been working on his own since 
his arrival on Monday and 
could be in the La Rosaleda of-
fices for up to two weeks, will 
be able to provide feedback on 
possible changes to be made in 
the club’s management.
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:: SERGIO CORTÉS  
MALAGA. Once upon a time in-
vestment in the youth ranks at 
Malaga was a priority. However 
now, following relegation and a 
failed attempt at returning to the 
top flight, significant cuts are set 
to be imposed on spending. 

The budget for youth develop-
ment was set at 4.3 million euros 
last year but with the first team 
remaining in Segunda, and the 
reserve side Atlético Malagueño 
being relegated from Segunda B 
back to Tercera, that figure is set 

to be slashed  to around 2.5 mil-
lion euros - a stark contrast to the 
six million euros afforded during 
the time when the Academy was 
the envy of many sides across 
Europe. 

With the likes of Iván, Keidi 
Bare, Álex Mula, Hicham and Jack 
Harper graduating to the first 
team, Malagueño’s squad next 
year is now likely to be made up 
of an even younger core, built 
around Hugo, Iván Jaime and Juan 
Cruz, with even less room for 
readying players for the first team.

Youth budget to fall to 
less than 2.5 million euros

The Atlético Malagueño squad last season. :: GERMÁN POZO

The side were given an 
open-top bus parade and 
a reception at the city hall 
after winning the league   

:: PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. Malaga’s Genuine side, 
for players with intellectual disabili-
ties, were given a hero’s reception 
on Thursday last week after being 
crowned league champions. 

Following refreshments in the 
VIP box at La Rosaleda, the team 
and the coaching staff were taken 
on an open-top bus to receive the 

adulation of the city on the way to 
a reception at the city hall. There, 
they were welcomed by mayor Fran-
cisco de la Torre, councillor for Cul-
ture and Sport, Noelia Losada, and 
regional minister for Education and 
Sport, Mercedes García Payne. 

The players were then invited to 
the balcony where they received 
recognition from the dozens of fans 
who had gathered outside. 

Now that the season is over, 
Malaga CF’s only victorious team 
this year already have an eye on the 
make-up of the squad for next year 
with around 60 new candidates vy-
ing for a place in the team.

Malaga Genuine given  
a hero’s reception

The squad on the steps of the city hall last week. :: PEDRO J. QUERO
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   A LOOK AT LA LIGA

Roll up, roll up... Get ready to jump 
on board the most star-studded foot-
ball merry-go-round in the history 
of football. 

This summer is going to be a 
headline writer’s dream, with su-
perstar names screaming out from 
the front pages of the sports dailies 
almost every day. 

Antoine Griezmann will head to 
Barcelona, possibly Neymar too. Ga-
reth Bale is expected to depart Real 
Madrid with a ‘Galáctico’ taking his 
place (it could be Paul Pogba), and 
Atlético Madrid are also splashing 
the cash. 

It’s all gone quiet on the Griez-
mann front. It’s clear he’s moving 
and a press conference will be pen-
cilled in once 1 July is reached, his 
buy-out clause drops and the ac-

countants are happy. 
The big question is will Neymar 

also join him at Barcelona? There’s 
lots of newspaper inches discuss-
ing his future. Here I’m guilty of 
joining in with the charade! 

It’s clear that he’s become too 
high maintenance for PSG who 
would be very happy to let him take 
his circus elsewhere and recoup 
most of the ludicrous 222 million 
euros they invested in his signature. 

The Brazilian wants the highest 
profile move possible. It’s been 
leaked that he’d quite fancy ‘going 
home’ to Barcelona. There seems to 
be a dignified silence from the Nou 
Camp. It’s in their interest to be 
linked with a world class talent but 
I’m sure there are reservations about 
the baggage he brings. In fact, when 
he left he still wanted his loyalty 
bonus paying and the legal argu-
ments continue.  

Ousmane Dembélé still has to 
fully flourish at Barça and there are 
stories that Alexandre Lacazette 
could be on the recruitment radar. 
The French striker could be a more 
likely prospect given the complexi-
ties of FFP and the knock-on sign-
ing Neymar would have on balanc-
ing the books. 

I’m not sure that too many peo-
ple actually understand FFP but 
there must be somebody at Real Ma-
drid who has got a handle on it and 
has told the president how many 
players he must shed. 

It’s obvious that Zinedine Zidane 
won’t be pinning his faith in Gareth 
Bale and he needs to reduce his sen-
ior squad which is currently close 
to forty players. With the arrival of 
Eden Hazard’s and Luka Jović there 
needs to be a couple of big sales. It’s 
feasible that Isco may interest Man-
chester City, a club that’s been linked 
with him in the past. 

Bale’s future is less certain. There’s 
a limited number of clubs who could 
afford the expected transfer fee of 
around 80 million euros and only 
a finite list who could afford his 

wages. If we were all putting two 
and two together it would make 
sense for some deal to be bashed out 
with Manchester United where 
Pogba seems to be in a similar pre-
dicament as an expensive spare part. 

The trend so far has been for clubs 
to invest in emerging young talent. 
Barcelona spent 75 million euros 
on Frenkie de Jong who was out-
standing for Ajax last season; Real 
have invested 60 million in Luka 
Jović whose goalscoring record at 
Eintracht Frankfurt was impressive 
- although he looked like a young 
man with a million things on his 
mind at the European Under-21 
Championships. 

Atlético are se t to invest 100 mil-
lion to get João Félix from Benfica 
before any other club could swoop 
for the 19-year-old Portuguese won-
derkid. It appears they have ma-
noeuvred the market intelligently 
to invest the Griezmann money in 
Félix and Marcos Llorente from Real 
Madrid. Llorente cost 32 million 
from Real but he’s replacing Rodri 
who seems to be heading to Man-
chester City for 72. 

So by now I trust you are getting 
my drift? Every multi-million-euro 
move triggers the next multi-mil-
lion-euro - or even pound - move. 
The transfer market is about to go 
into overdrive.

ROB PALMER
Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

Big names are being 
linked with big moves; 
it only takes one to 
send the market into 
overdrive 

The transfer merry-go-round

Griezmann, Bale and Neymar will surely be on the move. :: AGENCIES

The USA needed two 
spot kicks, one given by 
VAR, to get past La Roja 
and into the quarterfinals  

:: JAVIER VARELA 

REIMS. In the end it took two pen-
alties, one in controversial circum-
stances, to end Spain’s World Cup 
dream. After reaching the last 16 
stage for the first time, La Roja took 
on USA, the most successful 
women’s team in history, in Reims 
on Monday evening and gave a good 
account of themselves as they fell 
by virtue of that single spot kick. 

Jorge Vilda’s side went out with 
the intention to make life difficult 
for the three-time world champi-
ons: gifting them a penalty in the 
sixth minute was certainly not part 
of that plan. Mapi León acciden-
tally brought down Tobin Heath 
and co-captain Megan Rapinoe 
made no mistake from 12 yards out. 

Nobody could have predicted 
what would follow just 169 sec-
onds later. A lack of conviction on 
US keeper Alyssa Naeher’s pass to 
Becky Sauerbrunn was seized upon 
and the ball broke nicely for Jen-
nifer Hermoso to bend it into the 

top corner. This was the first goal 
conceded by the US since the World 
Cup final last time out against Ja-
pan. 

Naeher, visibly nervous after her 
error, transmitted this unease to 
her defenders and Spain were able 
to create their fair share of chances. 
In the second half, Patri Guijarro 
came closest as her strike from a 
tight angle grazed the far post. 

However, just as in the first half, 
a penalty handed the US the advan-
tage, albeit in a much more conten-
tious manner. Rose Lavelle’s de-
layed tumble after the slightest con-
tact from Virginia Torrecilla required 

the help of VAR, but the decision 
eventually went in the US’s favour. 
Rapinoe stepped up again and while 
Sandra Paños went the right way 
this time, the strike had too much 
purchase and nestled into the back 
of the net. 

With just 15 minutes remaining, 
Spain pushed for the equaliser but 
played more with heart than head 
and only a vague penalty shout from 
Torrecilla worried the tournament 
favourites. 

Spain go home with their heads 
held high, safe in the knowledge 
that they gave one of the best teams 
in the world a tough game.

Heartache as two penalties 
edge Spain out of the World Cup

The Spain players following their elimination. :: J. C. CÁRDENAS / EFE

SSPAIN 1  USA  2
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Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

and  5 pm to 7 pm 

  

 

Tels.: 

952 649 692  
952 649 669 
 
Fax: 

952 611 256 
 

Advertising administrator: 

Teresa Canales 

 

 

SUR offices: 

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2, 

2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 

Benavente, 1, 2ª planta. Mon-

day to Thursday: 9 am to 7 pm. 

Friday: 9 am to 2.30 pm. Tel. 

952 580 142 – 605 022 121  

Web: 

www.surinenglishads.com 

Mijas: Centro Comercial Carre-

four. Avda. Los Lirios s/n  Mon-

day & Tuesday: 10-14h. & 16-

18h. Wednesday, Thursday & 

Friday: 9.30h.-14.30h. Tel.  

952 580 726 – 670 643 488 

Coín:  Monday to Friday  10 am 

to 6 pm.  Mobile 600 513 343 

Estepona:  Puerto deportivo de 

Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-

trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-

659 344 816. Monday to Friday  

9 am to 3 pm. 

 

Representative offices: 
 

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588 

Web: 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

 

How much does  

an advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon 

 

 

NNOTICE TO READERS 

 

 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 

insertions will be given when the 

advertisement/material received 

is not suitable for print media. 

 
 
 
INTERNET/Email address: 
Please be advised that it 
may not be possible for 
your internet or email 
address to be printed on 
one line. If it will not fit, 
advertisers and readers 
alike should bear in mind 
that a hyphen will be 
inserted at the end of the 
first line to indicate that 
the email address con- 
tinues on the line below
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Estepona 

LARGE Finca, 1.350 m2 land, pool, 
casita, sea view, 3 min. A7, private 
sale. 657025639 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA: 3 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment, pool, garage, sea views. 
235.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

LOS BOLICHES: 3 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment, spacious terrace, mountain 
views. Bargain 180,000 Euros!! 
627011848 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

ALHAURÍN Torre. Sol Andalusi lux-
ury fully furnished one bedroom 
apartment. Beautiful views, great 
rental potential. 110,000 euros. 
Esme-Julia 678457784, 629487762 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

Mijas 

CAMPO Mijas: 4 bed, 3 bath villa, 
1,000m2 plot. 299.000 Euros. 
626.864.683 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626.864.683 

SELLING your Property? Honest 
valuations. Maximum exposure and 
Free Energy Certificate. 15 years 
successfully selling property on the 
Costa. Call 606526618 or email 
info@first4propertyspain.com No 
sale. No fee guaranteed 

SELLING your property? Estate 
Stockholm Costa del Sol are look-
ing for properties to sell to waiting 
buyers. Call +34952918091 or visit 
estatecds.com 

Other areas 

CHICLANA de la Frontera: 2 villas, 
3&4 bedrooms on 2,000m2, both 
independent, each with 8x4 pool. 
Excellent condition. 1 mile from 
beach. Ideal business opportunity 
or large family. 295,000 Euros. For 
more info email: 
joan_grant2011@icloud.com 

ABANDONED farms! grapevine (Si-
erra Nevada mountain), beach cot-
tages, etc.. exchange Malaga-Costa? 
Sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

48M2 PENTHOUSE near beach, 4 
mins station, terraces, pool, 360 
views, quiet, parking, 595 euros p/m 
952442603/611450648 

BENALMADENA Costa: Winter sea-
son. Beautiful sunny large apart-
ment with 100mts terrace, frontal 
sea views, centric and quiet, beside 
beach, air conditioner cool/ hot, Wifi 
internet. Parking. More information 
655550067 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN, beautiful country villa, 3 bed-
rooms, garden, pool, storage. 1,200 
euros/month.679111522  

COIN, detached house, 2 bedrooms, 
big terraces, 450 
euros/month.679111522 

VERY nice 1 bedroom fully furnished, 
small patio. Well connected. 450 
Euros month. 652239254 

ALHAURIN Torre-Grande long term 
rentals. Urban and rural properties. 
Esme Julia 678457784, 629487762 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

NVA ANDALUCIA: 2 bedroom, 2 
bathroom apartment, large living 
room, balcony with nice views. 
10mins from Puerto Banus, 5mins 
walking distance from all amenities. 
600 Euros month. Contact: 
+33689905717 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo central, 1 bedroom 
apartment. Pool. 425 Euros. Long 
term. 650192127 

MIJAS Costa, cottage, 1 bedroom, 
garden, pool, 500 euros/month. 
679111522 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

DREAM Swimming Pool. If you are 
looking for an original swimming 
pool then you just found the right 
enterprise to make your project 
a reality. We create authentic de-
signs according your needs. Also, 
we can turn your antic pool in to 
a new pool design. +34610502623 
www.dreamgarden.es 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers. info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/ palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Kit Hogg 600260534/ Penny 
Hogg 686888409. www.spain-
tree.com  

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization), swim-
ming pool designs, water features, 
irrigation. Specialising in beau-
tiful gardens. Also replan-
ning/maintenance. Special offer 
for communities. 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es 

THE GARDENER. The cheapest 
price. Tall, trees pruning. Palm tree 
pruning. Maintenance gardens and 
pools. Cleaning gardens. Specialist 
tall tree works. Please contact by 
Whatsapp. 637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 15 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

I'M LOOKING for work: I'm quali-
fied & experienced builder, all ce-
ment work, plumbing, electricity, 
tilling. Construction of new roofs & 
replacement of old roofs, etc. Any 
kind of reforms. Small and big jobs 
guaranteed. Speak little English. 
690102038/ 643529338 
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MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

ALL kind of repair, reforms, paint-
ings, carpentry, bathroom, kitchen, 
electric. Speak Engl, Swed, Span-
ish. Cyrus 619930738 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

Plumbers 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

30 YEARS on the Coast. I cover all 
aspects of plumbing & general 
maintenance. Graham, 607923486 

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

QUALIFIED UK electrician. LED light-
ing, fault finding, fuse board up-
grade, extra sockets, survey & re-
wires. Norman. 602614359 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 

the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 

www.no1decor.com 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 

the discerning client; interiors +ex-

teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-

ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 

952450348 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-

fessional painters & decorators. All 

aspects of interior & exterior work. 

Also kitchen/furniture spraying. 

Call/WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 

www.rainbowpinturas.com 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 

and efficient service call Ian 

603219176 

TAKING summer bookings now for 
house/villa painting, damp proof-
ing. Spraying,  stucco and paper 
hanging. Property maintenance. 40 
years experience.633088736 

FULLY qualified decorator, all as-
pects covered with over 25 years 
experience. Friendly/ efficient 
service. References available. All 
areas covered, Marbella to Gra-
nada. Contact Mark 653080455/ 
952034078. Facebook: m.wright 

Tiling 

QUALITY Tiling, bathrooms, kitch-
ens, terraces. 20 years on Coast. 
722378582 Vern 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del 
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141 
www.masterbuildspain.com... 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
670409759.  

CARPENTER: Kitchens, wardrobes, 
parquet, doors, huts, pergolas, as-
semblies, repairs. Torremolinos/ 
Marbella. Ricardo & Luís 637160129 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 37 years expe-
rience 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-

LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 

REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 

SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 

634455064 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We (clean, 
crystallize, seal, polish). Also repair, 
grinding, laying, selling marble. 
Clean, seal terraces, 25 years expe-
rience. Cover all Costa. Tel: 
0034671244683 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan quality UPVC 
windows at unbeatable prices, check 
out our offers and new product lines 
at www.arcoplan.net, we will beat 
anygenuine quote by 10%, call to-
day 952667559 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. 
Highest quality UPVC windows, 
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass 
replacement fully guaranteed. 
Trade/ public. Showroom. 
952667761/ 680828000 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24 hour call-out. Free 
security surveys. English speak-
ing. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-

ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 

Highest quality. 658277572  

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

JUST SOLAR. Electric & hot water 
systems fitted and maintained 
677063272/ 625702772 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. Author-
ised installers under regulations: 
Real Decreto 115/207..... www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the 
Costa Del Sol 952663141/ 
670409759 

FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves: 
info@envirocarespain.com..... 
www.envirocarespain.com. All ar-
eas covered. Established on the Costa 
Del Sol for over 20 years. 
952663141/ 670409759 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136  

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

PRONTO Build Multiservices build-
ing company. Free quotation. Ed-
ward 618622272 www.pron-
tobuild.es 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com  

HOME renovation Maple Leaf Bath-
rooms - kitchens- plumbing - car-
pentry electricity all kind of instal-
lations. Even 635252327 

Waterproofing 

DAMPNESS problems?? We can solve 
it, with 15 years guarantee. Alfil Wa-
terproofing. Since 1989. 952272700 
www.imperalfil.com 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Lawyers 

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE! www.yarzalawyers.com 
0034.619.930.052 

Translators 

OFFICIAL Translations. All languages 

952789204 mobile 654613094 

Sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

PROFESSIONAL Translator. Span-

ish/French to English. 15 years' ex-

perience. Competitive Rates. Tel. 

603 132 783. Krysimarie@ya-

hoo.com 
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Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

FOR RENT Fully equipped Bar/ 
Kitchen in Prime Location, Marbella. 
Telf. 691866777 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

CO-WORKING space in Estepona 
center? We offer great workspace 
to develop your business from 180 
euros/month. Ask for other options 
951273993 

REMOVALS 
AND STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/ hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

MAN & VAN 20 Euros an hour. Re-
movals big/ small. House clearances/ 
rubbish. Paul 622020856 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 600. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK JULY 5TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 

Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582/ 
603860702 move@freinterna-
tional.com 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20 Euros hour 
+ fuel. Steve 602637242  

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

BECKS Transport. Fast turnaround 
removals. Door to door. UK-Spain-
UK and Europe. Offer full service. 
Call Spain +34633088736, UK 
+447810824694 

MAN & van removals & house clear-
ance. 609321958 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Removals 
along the Costa del Sol, throughout 
Spain and Worldwide. Air freight 
and Overseas shipping. Tel. 
952470707 www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Unrivalled 
range of good quality packing ma-
terials for sale: removal boxes, bub-
ble wrap, paper and tape. Tel. 
952470707 www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Trading 
on the coast since 1978. Spanish 
limited company. Over 300 storage 
containers for household goods and 
personal effects. 24hrs security and 
video surveillance. Tel. 952470707 
www.southern.es 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

HOUSEHOLD/ garden furniture. 
Entire contents purchased includ-
ing the vehicle. 660366033 

HOUSE Clearance specialists. Full 
or part clearance. All furniture 
wanted. We pay more!! Call 
634324914 or Email houseclear-
anceman@hotmail.com 

MENS Rolex Oyster White gold, like 
new. 5,500 Euros. 638535614 

STRONG Ratan glass top table, 4 
matching chairs. 395 Euros. 
638535614 

NEW POLYESTER material like skill 
for curtains, etc. 40 Euros. 
638535614 

BUY RECORDS, record player, CD’s 
and Radios. 651 187 549  

BUY  fur jackets and coats, oriental 
and persian carpets, jewellery and 
watches, all Kinds of  silver  
90/100/800, silver plated cuttlery, 
tin, amber, coral, coins, medals, por-
celain, inheritance discounts and 
households, Military items until  pho-
tos, medals etc., fair price in cash. 
phone 651187549 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673  

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

CALL me first or last, but phone 
me!! I pay more, guaranteed. Want 
motorhomes, caravans, cars, com-
mercial vehicles. Financed, no pa-
pers. Non-runners no problem. 
660366033 Chris. 20 years on the 
coast 

4X2 AWARD WINNING NISSAN 
QUASQAI 2015, ONLY 41,000KMS 
YES. APPROX(25,000MILES) DIE-
SEL 1.5, JUST PASSED 1ST ITV 
TILL JUNE 2021. GOODLOOKING, 
GLASS ROOF, SAT.NAV. CAMERA 
FRONT AND BACK. SO SPECIAL, 
SO SAMANTHA SUPER BUY AT 
16,500 EUROS. ROBERTSON CARS 
MORE CARS SEE PHOTOS WEB: 
WWW.ROBERTSONCARS-
SPAIN.COM OR SPEAK TO SAMAN-
THA 608658785 

CARS WANTED, Spanish LHD, Eve-
rything considered. Cash Waiting. 
Call 603176580 

MERCEDES Citan 108 CDI MPV car, 
left hand drive, 2014, UK registered, 
full mot, air con, white, 80,000 miles, 
excellent condition, 11.000 euros. 
Can Deliver. For photos call,+44 
7771109700 

MERCEDES CLK 200 Kompressor 
convertible AMG styling, 2009, Auto, 
RHD. Only 30,000 miles. Spanish 
plate with UK tax paid to register in 
the UK. Always garaged. Excellent 
condition in and out. 15.000 Euros. 
Tel: 633431145 

Buy / Sell Motorbikes 

MOTORCYCLES/ Scooters bought 

and sold, same day response, ITV, 

Gestoria service. 674843115 
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Car / Van Hire 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 
952796166/ 615834322. 
info@transmatic.es www.trans-
matic.es  

Paperwork 

UK MOT Car collected and deliv-
ered by transporter, GBP400. Email 
carsinspain@hotmail.com 
(0044)7553367285 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying & registering to save 
tax. More info www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury 
boat charters. Boat sales. 
Tel/Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

PUERTO Banús 8m mooring for 
rental Telephone 630614252 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain can help you hire 
and keep quality staff quickly and 
cost effectively. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com  

JOBFINDER Spain can help you find 
your ideal job. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES: We are 
looking for experienced Sales Reps. 
952028080. Email: info@local-
soft.net / Web: www.localsoft.com 

500 - 3,000 Euros per month (you 
choose the amount) part time, home 
based. Call Phil Cony on 643781651 
for details 

VIDEOGAME TESTERS: Earn quick 
money testing videogames (all lan-
guages). Tel. 952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.net / Web: www.lo-
calsoftgames.com 

ETSIMME Suomen. Espanjan ja Eng-
lanti hallitsevan reipaan henkilon 
lentokentta toimistollemme asiakas-
palveluun. Marko@autokatti.com 
952 475 179 

LOOKING for qualified English 
teachers for Fuengirola. Send re-
sumes to lynnesacade-
mycv@gmail.com 

EXPERIENCED dental nurse required 
for quality clinic in Marbella. Must 
have good level of English and Span-
ish, be professional, organized and 
able to handle reception/ adminis-
trative duties. Contact 628355050 
via Whatssap only 

NURSE full time for clinical and hos-
pital work internal medicine and 
cardiology, info@reisbeck-medi-
cal.com, www.cardiocaremar-
bella.com 

WE ARE currently looking for a part-
time secondary British qualified Eng-
lish teacher to teach Key-Stage 3 
and 4 for September. Please send 
your CV to info@bic-benal.com or 
contact 952.561.666 

A FANTASTIC opportunity has be-
come available for an English speak-
ing energy broker & customer serv-
ice telemarketing role. Must be self 
driven and have experience in sales 
and/ or customer service roles. Full 
training on the energy sector will be 
given. We are offering a 30hr week 
contract, good basic + commissions 
Start date is mid July. Our offices 
are based in Benalmádena. If you 
wish to apply for this job please kindly 
send your CV to: admin@costaener-
gybrokers.com 

BUSY Kitchen/ bathroom Designer 
needs skilled builder to join in-
stallation team. Call Joe 
639272188 joe@joebayley.com 

WANTED waiter for busy restau-
rant in Benalmádena Pueblo. You 
must have at least 2 years expe-
rience. Have a NIE and Social num-
ber. Contract given. Send a upto 
date CV to r.hackshaw@live.com 

RECEPTIONIST/ Secretary, bilin-

gual, for established English medi-

cal clinic in Marbella. Computer skills 

essential, accounting and medical 

experience and other languages an 

advantage. Send CV to 

igone@psired.es 

LUXURY Real Estate agency is look-

ing for a part time Marketing Spe-

cialist to join their team. Previous 

marketing experience required as 

well as excellent writing and com-

munication skills. Fluent English & 

Spanish a must, extra languages a 

bonus. Please send full CV with pho-

tograph in the first instance to nad-

ine@purelivingproperties.com 

FIDELITY Marketing. We are cur-
rently employing for our Marbella 
office, we are looking for native Eng-
lish people who are self motivated 
with experience in telesales. We of-
fer a basic salary and competitive 
commission structure. For more in-
formation please email fidelitymar-
keting@mail.com or call 
0034604364769 

DENTAL nurse required in Mijas 
Costa. No experience necessary. 
Training given. English and Spanish 
is a must. Please send CV to ote-
dent@yahoo.es 

COME to Northern Ireland for 4,8,12 
weeks, learn more English free ac-
commodation and meals etc. If u 
have experience in personal train-
ing, martial arts, judo, boxing etc 
etc, few hours a day and get paid for 
it, rest of time is yours. Telephone 
or Whatsapp 00447774617474. 
Email adrian.frazer@lake-
landtyres.com 

RCI TICKETS is looking for a moti-
vated new staff member to work 5 
days a week in our Fuengirola of-
fice. To become one of our team 
you¿ll need the following require-
ments; Sales & Administration Ex-
perience. Experience using Outlook 
/ Excel. Working with online sys-
tems. Online customer service. Gen-
erating sale offers online. Manag-
ing Logistics. Fluent in English (Span-
ish, Dutch would be an advantage). 
Attention to detail. No 9-5 mental-
ity. Do you fit the description and 
are you keen to take the next step 
in your career? Apply directly by an 
email to info@rcitickets.com We will 
start taking interviews right away. 
We are looking forward to see you 
soon! 

Situations Wanted 

WORK required: All cement work, 
plumbing, tiling, electric, plaster, 
carpenter. If possible would like to 
be employed part-time. Own tools 
and van. Based in Fuengirola. 
622336727 

CAROLINA care after children with 
experience also helps in house. 
634455454 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

ELDERLY gentleman fit and active, 
WLTM a very tactile lady who is still 
interested in intimate contact and 
sensuality... amatorytony@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

ATTRACTIVE adventurous male late 
60¿s, seeks similar male for fun and 
friendship. Text to 657363004 

ENGLISH gent 68 WLTM English 
speaking lady residing Marbella/ 
Torremolinos for companionship, 
travel, dining out relationship. 
646111894 

ATTRACTIVE older gentleman with 
submissive nature, WLTM a contem-
porary 50+ who has a suitable se-
cluded villa and a propensity for 
regularly administering, compre-
hensive mildly ruthless and sensual 
intimacy in a leisurely fashion... se-
riously minded person only, mutu-
algamesman@yahoo.co.uk 

MUJER 55 años (viuda). Busco pareja 
(hombre serio) para compartir la 
vida. 670022056 

Clairvoyants 

BRITISH Psychic consultant thera-
pist offers guidance through accu-
rate predictions on money, sex, love, 
health. Torre del Mar 634922224 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck, back & extremity disorders, 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Also 
Manicure, Pedicure...etc. Benal-
madena Costa 688553000 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

AMERICAN Lady masseuse: Pen-
sioners 50% discount. Benalmadena 
Costa. 691533101 

NEW PROFESSIONAL Chiromas-
seuse. Marbella center. Exclusive 
offer. Therapies in general. Thera-
peutic, Sports, Holistic, Califor-
nian, Swedish massages. Tradi-
tional Hindu massage. 634775180  

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. Reduced rates: 
over 65. 622231133 

BENALMADENA: Professional 
massage, lumbar, back, clay, 
chocolate. From 30E. 608181791. 
beaprinc.wixsite.com/zen-
realmmassage 

NEXT to San Pedro Professional and 
relaxing massage. Polish lady 
603105196 

BRITISH male: Massage therapist, 
fully qualified in Indian head mas-
sage and full body massage. Benal-
madena Costa 602691975 

THAI woman. Professional mas-
sages. Benalmádena Playagolf. Vis-
its. Appointments. Whatsapp. 
612210289 

SEBASTIAN. Masseur. Full body. 
Relieve stress. Torremolinos. Ap-
pointments Whatsapp 666169820 

FUENGIROLA: Hawaiian, Lomi-
Lomi, antistress, relaxing full body 
massage. Private. 600231544 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard 447813944146 

GERMAN certified therapist offers 
Chiromassage and Cupping in Al-
haurin Golf. Tel: 952831913 

Dentists 

LOOKING for Dental Technician to 
repare equipment. Private. Fuengi-
rola. 676735617 

Beauty Treatments / 
Products 

OFFER Bb-glow, dermapen, filler, 
eyeslash extensions. Facials, pedi-
cures. Massages. Cala de Mijas. 
Benalmádena. 686993685 

Mobility 

MOBILITY scooters and wheelchairs: 
Rental, repair and sales. All Coast 
and Axarquia: Mollina, Antequera. 
Also repair TV¿s audio, swimming 
pool pumps. 663956018 

Others 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 
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VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC. SKYTV. IPTV. Full Skypack Eu-
ropeens Hdtv Reallignements. In-
stallacions audio videos cameras se-
curity. Internettv wifi. Electrical 
fault tv all rooms no cables. All cost 
coverage Jose Sotto since 1973. 
952443838 670443838 josesot-
toamselem77@gmail.com  

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones/ accessories in your 
language. Sales and repairs. Agents 
MASMOVIL/ TIEKOM. Established 
1999. info@daytona.es or call 
952667395. Los Boliches 

Repairs 
COMPUTER & LAPTOP problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Computers & Lap-
tops upgraded and repaired. Laptop 
sales, New and Refurbished. Also 
one-to-one training. Experienced, 
reliable service, Paul, 
630652338/952493859 

PC DOCTOR New service: Fixing 
your computer remotely or at home, 
fixed price maintenance. For details 
952591071 All makes/ models cov-
ered 

COMPUTER. Internet, Network or 
UK TV Issues? 15 years helping 
people. Call Neil: 662379899 
info@soltecspain.com 

Others 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

CLASSES 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. School in Fuengirola. 
661159330 teacher.cristina@out-
look.com 

SPANISH lessons. Native, quali-
fied & experienced teacher. New 
easy and effective method. Also 
tutoring for students. Coast and 
inland. 678997388 

DRIVER licence in English with 
discounts. Also with AUTOMATIC 
car! Fuengirola/Mijas. 657325808 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

SPANISH in your home. Speak Span-
ish from the first lesson. Qualified 
Spanish teacher. Ideal method for 
beginners. Fast, easy and effective. 
All levels. West coast and inland. 
628578645 

SPANISH by Spaniards. Save time 
learning Spanish much faster with 
the best of the best of all the best 
methods ever created for learning 
Spanish. Everyone learns. 
649341877 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

GERMAN shephard puppies, excel-
lent pedigree, vaccinated, micro-
chip, international passport, con-
tact Coroninas. 619464515, 
609535857 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 

Your pets lovingly cared for by 

English mother & daughter. Coín. 

Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-

gunakennels@hotmail.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 

Grande. Holiday accommodation 

for dogs & cats. Individually 

heated/aircon kennels. 

952112284/ 685400216 

www.petcarespain.com Follow 

us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-

tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 

www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

Pet Transport 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  

Puerto de la Duquesa: 634717317  / 
duquesaportrblspainsouth@gmail.com 
Mijas Costa: 615758959. Fuengirola: 
952468106. Costa del Sol-Torre del Mar: 
628343198  Los Romanes: 618293749. 
Torremolinos: 952370907 Welfare 
951309610.  Coín: 663157776 
www.coinrbl.info Marbella: 952774572 
www.britishlegion.org.uk/ 
branches/marbella Alhaurín el Grande: 
952112118/637134616. Benajarafe: 

685413642. Nerja: 952526423. Albox: 
albox.chairman@rbl.community  Mollina: 

957535211. Riders’ branch: 952514226 
/653108415 

BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

andalucia@britchamber.com 951203094          

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

English-speaking groups. 600379110. 

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 

English meetings: www.alanonspain.org 

POSITIVELY PINK ASSOCIATION 

Breast cancer. www.positively-pink.com  
info@positively-pink.com  

AECC PINK LADIES 

Cancer Support Group: 658 946 903 

DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP 

Fuengirola. Anne Bowles: 607879450 
annediabetics@gmail.com 

MY WEIGH, WEIGHT LOSS 

www.facebook.com/myweighspain 
952583907/ 663674804 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 

Estepona: Janet 69445754/Ben 7557048 
006. Bar Cristobel, Thurs 6pm. 

CUDECA SUPPORT GROUPS 

952 564 910 or susanhannam@cudeca.org  
Estepona: ACE Club 11.30am 1st Thurs. 
Nerja: Cáritas 11.30am 2nd Thurs. 
Cómpeta: 11.30am 3rd Thurs Axareducación. 

MABS CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 

Fourth Tuesday, Miraflores Club, Marbella, 
11.30 a.m. 952833568/ 647054945 

CANCER SUCKS SPAIN  

Cancer support group. 662446388 
Facebook & cancersucksspain@outlook.com 

AGE CARE ASSOCIATION 

Coffee mornings: from 11am-12.30 pm. 
Benalmádena: Mon, Bar Pitanza; 
Calahonda: Tues, Thurs, Calahonda Int. 
Baptist Church; Fuengirola: Wed, Bar Salon 
Varietés; Coín: Thurs, Pépe’s Bar; Los 

Boliches: Frid, Hogar de Jubilados. Advice: 
635407255 info@agecarecosta.org  

AGE CONCERN 

Estepona and Manilva: Lifeline 608458555 
acesteponaymanilva@ageconcernespana.org 
/ www.acesteponaymanilva.org. Fuengirola: 

Los Bolichos, Thurs 11am-1pm. Pensionista 
building near station. Mijas: Mijas Pueblo, 
Thurs 11am-1pm. Julio Bartolo Bar. LLa Cala, 
Fri 11.30am-1pm Bar Peña Flamenca del Sur. 
Helpline (10am-5pm weekdays) 652537615. 
Marbella, San Pedro: Lifeline: 689355198. 
1st Thurs, 11am. Paddle Tennis Club, Nueva 
Alcántara. www.ageconcernmarbella.com 

ANREM -  RESIDENTS & FOREIGNERS  

info@anrem.org 630927226 anrem.org 

FOREIGN RESIDENTS’ ASS. ANDALUCIA 

thefraa@hotmail.com 658426227 

LUX MUNDI ECUMENICAL CENTRE 

Torre del Mar: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 
952543334.Fuengirola: 952474840 

ROYAL AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

Costa del Sol, www.rafacostadelsol.co.uk  

CONSERVATIVES ABROAD 

conservatives.costadelsol@gmail.com  

INTERNAT. LABOUR  GROUP  

Fuengirola: Alf  Brewer 952449408 

ASSOC. FRANCÓFONOS  

All French speakers welcome. 951087994 

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL CLUB 

Almuñécar-Torrox nerjaclub@yahoo.com  
www.americaninternationalclub.com  

NEDERLANSE CLUB COSTA DEL SOL 

Tel: 952473545. Various Costa locations  

AMERICAN CLUB COSTA DEL SOL 

David Kylen 653274392 

ACE AMERICAN CLUB OF ESTEPONA 

Calle San Roque. Tel: 952793059. 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CLUB MALAGA  

English/Spanish conversation. 
englishspeakingclubofmalaga.blogspot.com.es 

WELSH SOCIETY  

Arroyo de la Miel. Debbie 626292707 

THE BRITISH SOCIETY 

John Kelly 603223163 Benalmádena 

Pueblo. britsocietyspain@hotmail.com  

BRITISH ASSOCIATION MARBELLA 

Meets weekly. Jan/Joan 952835947 

ENGLISH PHOENIX CLUB  

Torre del Mar: Gael: 951067723 

INTERNAT. CLUB OF SALOBREÑA 

icsalobrena@hotmail.com 

ASOCIACIÓN IRLANDESA 

President Finola Sloyan: 607340523 

 IRISH ASSOCIATION OF SPAIN 

618680148. Facebook. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING 

Arroyo. Terry 952468498/666622204 

INTERNATIONAL CLUB ESTEPONA 

www.theiceclub.es 952802549.  

OUT OF AFRICA CLUB 

Trish: 952668081 

U3A LEARNING FOR PLEASURE 

Axarquía: www.u3aaxarquia.com  
Fuengirola:www.u3afuengirolacostadelsol
.com  
Marbella & Inland: 

www.u3a.international 

BRITISH SCOUTING MOVEMENT 

1st Fuengirola Scout Group.               
Robert Troost 610755995 
www.fuengirolascouts.com 

THE ARTS SOCIETY  

Costa del Sol:  www.theartssociety-
costadelsol.org/ Nerja: 952533373. 
theartssocietynerja.com  
De la Frontera: San Roque Club. nadfas-
delafrontera.org Gibraltar: 
theartssociety.org/gibraltar  Benahavís: 
663459103. theartssocietybenahavis.com 

MARBELLA BUSINESS NETWORK 

Joe 694442331 wednesdayjoe@gmail.com 

THE SENDERISTAS  

Multi national walking group. 
www.senderistas.eu 

THE FIELD CLUB 

Walks. Fuengirola. www.thefieldclub.org                                                                           

COSTA CHORDBUSTERS 

Anne Bowles. 952464184 

THE INTERNATIONAL MUSIC SOCIETY 

www.timschoir.org. Gilly: 952573983.  

COLLEGIUM MUSICUM COSTA DEL SOL  

International choir/orchestra. 952775492. 

CANTOLIBRE CHOIR 

Amateur singers Estepona. 692558 041 

NEW SAYDO SINGERS 

Every Tuesday: Kate: 685563764 
jj2devine@yahoo.co.uk 

R.T.’S LINE DANCE CLUB 

Calahonda / Fuengirola / Benalmádena. 
Bob 952931754 or 697441313. 

BOOGIE SHOES LINE DANCE CLUB 

Estepona, The Roadhouse Bar. Thurs 19.45 

MISSISSIPPI COASTERS  

Line dance.Fuengirola.Bob 697441313. 

JIVE DANCE CLUB  

jivespain.com 635717211. 

JJ’S COSTA DEL SOL DANCE CLUB  

Ballroom, Sequence & Latin 627658925 

FOTA, FRIENDS OF THE THEATRE 

Desk open Mon/Wed/Fri 11.30am-1.15pm. 
Salon Varietés, Fuengirola. 952584268. 

INTERNATIONAL THEATRE STUDIO 

San Pedro district. Tel 952884034 

THESPA-ENGLISH SPEAKING PLAYERS 

Dinner and Drama. Los Boliches. 
622454422. www.theatrecostadelsol.com. 

NERJA HISTORY GROUP 

Talks/trips. Christina Sinclair 687602057 
email: nerjahistorygroup@yahoo.com  

ESTEPONA FLORAL ART CLUB 

esteponafloralartclub@hotmail.com  
www.facebook.com/esteponafloralartclub 

FLOWER ARRANGING CLUB 

Venta Platero (Coín-Cartama road) 

THE ANDALUCIAN GARDEN GROUP 

Alh. el Grande. 952119767/952455213 

THE AXARQUÍA GARDEN CLUB 

www.axarquiagardenclub.blogspot.com 

ANDALUCIA BIRD SOCIETY 

952817843 www.andaluciabirdsociety.org 

COSTA PRESS CLUB 

www.costapressclub.com 

COSTA WOMEN  

www.costawomen.com/ 677251058 

TANGENT CLUB & EX-LADIES CIRCLERS 

952886772 mbl63@hotmail.co.uk 

41 CLUBS & EX-ROUND TABLERS 

Costa del Sol: 952818772 / 627462410 
Nerja: 952529611 / 677090665 

PATCHWORK AND QUILTING  

www.quiltersdelsol.org 

COSTA PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

www.photoclubspain.com 

ASTRONOMY COSTA DEL SOL 

astronomycostadelsol.com 616679453. 

NERJA CHICK-LIT BOOK CLUB 

New friends, great books! 693373530 

LIONS CLUBS 

Malaga Ilusion: May Ramirez 616613705; 

Leos: Gonzalo 627712351; University: Sara 
626835485 Marbella Costa del Sol: 
Jacqueline Dueñas 619755031; Marbella 

Francófono: Rosalyn Bakker; 952884340; 
Marbella German: T. Heyden 667760230; 
Marbella Decano: M. Álvarez 619414119; 
Mijas: Jose Guasp Borreda 639 080 569; La 

Cala: Julie Barry 608315704; Nerja: Elke 
Lange 693706900; Puerto Banús 

Cosmopolitan: Egidia Ingels 68032009; 
Rincón de la Victoria: Doris: 952407824 

TOASTMASTERS PUBLIC SPEAKING 

Al-Andalus Toastmasters Club #1788: 
Donna 956 840 497. Rota, Cadiz.                
The Achievers Toastmasters Club #5183: 
Nueva Andalucía, Percy 646533112. 
Gibraltar: Luis 606460025. Malaga: PTA  
English / Spanish, Claudia 685965867. 

FREEMASONS 

Fuengirola: Norman Hay 674755024. 
Calahonda: Mike Williams 644133186. 
Los Boliches:  Paul Clueit 667156806. 
Mijas Costa: David Mantle 952934193. 
Coín: Ian Bushnell 611020641. 
Alhaurín: Vic Dean 952450678. 

LODGE EUROPEAN FRATERNITY 52 

Tel:658655511 or 646436967  

ROTARY CLUB 

Benalmádena: 952441440 Benahavís: 
695542881 Estepona: 952800999. 
Fuengirola/Mijas: 696494492. Marbella: 
952821121 San Pedro: 951318381 
Marbella - Guadalmina: 952888077, 
Mijas International: 644242365 

OVER 40S SINGLES CLUB 

Estepona: El Limonero  Tel: 952806759    

ARROYO SOCIAL & WELFARE CLUB 

Arroyo de la Miel. Jean 952563580. 

TORREMOLINOS & DIST. SOCIAL CLUB  

Wed am. Rosaleda Bar. Mike 626880722.  

ARROYO FRIENDLY CLUB 

Benalmádena. 952446935. 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

653771625 www.soroptimist.es 

HASH HOUSE HARRIERS 

Mijas: 695660450. Malaga: 654633430. 

AMIGAS DE CASA 

Vva del Trabuco. 952751424/952751304 
www.trabucotimes.com/amigasdecasa.htm 

CLUB CHARITY AND PLEASURE  

Estepona. President Terry 952813336 
clubcharityandpleasure.wordpress.com 

COLMENAR DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB 

Marjorie 951163071. 

TENNIS CLUB ‘EL CAPITAN INT’ 

Torre del Mar. Patrick 675391967. 

THE GOOD COMPANIONS CLUB 

Los Boliches. Tel: Tony White 951661201. 

CLUB DE BÉISBOL COSTA DEL SOL B.B.C. 

952202940 / 952464468. Mijas  

AIKIDO TOMIKI SHODOKAN  

Different levels. Tel: 952131670, Malaga  

 TAEKWONDO CLUB  

Fighting Dragons Club  Benalmádena.   
Mike  618149373 www.vipfitness.tv   

ALHAURÍN BRIDGE CLUB 

Jeremy Rittener 629138606 or 
rittener@gmail.com 

CALAHONDA BRIDGE CLUB 

Club Naranja. 952198789 / 670593 232. 

ACE BRIDGE CLUB 

Fuengirola. Deanne Mutter: 747771404. 

NERJA BRIDGE CLUB 

Joan 952520579 or Trevor on 952524743 

LOS BOLICHES BRIDGE CLUB  

Dominiques. Mon & Fri. 645684756 

C C MARBELLA BRIDGE 

Wed, Thurs, Sat, Sun. With Bridgemate. Tel: 
636 673 372 or www.mx77.com 

CASTILLO BRIDGE CLUB 

Tel: 655459576 www.bridgewebs.com 

ST ANDREW’S BRIDGE CLUB 

Los Boliches. 697769170 / 952667861. 

COSTA DEL SOL CRICKET CLUB 

League cricket. Previn: 606526618. 

MARBELLA SURF CLUB 

Avda. Independencia, 17, Tel:952778617.  

INTERNATIONAL TABLE TENNIS CLUB 

Benalmádena Costa. 952373813. 

MIJAS LAWN BOWLS CLUB 

Tel: 952 466 038. 

MARBELLA SINGLES SOCIAL GROUP 

Over 45s. marycormack1@aol.com 

COSTA DISCUSSION GROUP 

CostaDiscussionGroup@yahoo.com, David 
672 356 829, monthly 

PAINTING GROUP 

Fueng.-Marbella. cicelycarroll@yahoo.com 

THE ART CLUB 

San Pedro www.theartclub.es 

YORUBA ASSOCIATION OF MALAGA 

Aluko 691314576 yorubassmlg@hotmail.com  

SOTOGRANDE WRITERS CLUB 

http://www.sotograndewriters.com 

COMMUNITY PRESIDENTS CLUB 

Marbella:645784718/Fuengirola: 
952591071 www.urbytus.es/pc/ 

BENALMÁDENA HEALING GROUP 

Spiritual Group Tel Liz 951947480        

CLASSIC CARS CLUB 

Mijas. 3rd Sat each month. 607690057 

FERRARI OWNERS CLUB 

607562057ferrariownersclubandalucia.com  

PORCHE OWNERS’ CLUB 
 peter@porscheownersandalucia.eu 

SPANISH/ENGLISH INTERCAMBIO 
Malaga. Raff Bar,  C/José Denis Belgrano 
Tues 8.30pm  672 356 829 David. 

INDIAN COMMUNITY 
indiancommunitymalaga@gmail.comTel: 
952477171 / 627108987  

THE IMAGE GROUP 
Photographic club. imagegroupspain.com  

GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS 
jackwatson10@gmail.com Tel:620786772 

KNITTED KNOCKERS SPAIN 
Free handmade breast prostheses. 
www.kkscostadelsol.org or email 
info.spanishknockers@gmail.com 

FABULOSO SINGING GROUP 
Mijas / Fuengirola 622514781 

ALIVE AND KICKING LINEDANCING 
Fuengirola.Jennifer 663516654   

REFUGE RECOVERY  FOR ADDICTIONS 
El Trapiche: Bob  642352013

CLUBS

Send any corrections or details of new 
clubs by email marked ‘For  the clubs 
page’. surinenglish.su@diariosur.es
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND/ 
EPICOSPAL CHURCH 

St George’s Anglican Chaplaincy 

www.stgeorgemalaga.org 

email: chaplain@stgeorgemalaga.org or 

wardens@stgeorgemalaga.org 

Malaga, St George’s Church (in the English 

Cemetery, Av. de Príes) Sunday Holy 

Communion 11am.  Contact: 951 287 382   

Velez-Málaga, La Antigua Capilla de S. 

José, C/. Linares  7. Sundays 10.30am  

Anglican Chaplaincy of St. Andrew, 

Costa del Sol (East) 

Chaplaincy Office 952580600. 

Los Boliches, St. Andrew’s Holy 

Communion 1st, 3rd Sun. Morning Worship 

2nd, 4th Sun. Morning Prayer Mon, Tues, 

Thurs 9.30am. Holy Communion (BCP) 

Wed. 9.30am.  

Benalmádena Costa, San José chapel,  

9.30am; Morning Worship 2nd, 4th Sun; 

Holy Communion 1st, 3rd Sun. 

Calahonda, Ermita de San Miguel, 9.30am. 

Morning Worship 1st, 3rd Sun; Holy 

Communion 2nd, 4th Sun.  

Alhaurín el Grande: Cemetery Chapel Sun. 

at 11.30am. All age service 1st Sun; 

Morning Worship 3rd Sun; Holy 

Communion 2nd, 4th Sun. 

Costa del Sol (West) 

San Pedro, Sunday 10a.m. (Holy 

Communion) Parroquia Virgen del Rocio.   

Sotogrande, Sunday 12 noon. (Holy 

Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays) La Iglesia 

de Nuestra Sra. de la Merced. Chaplaincy 

House. www.costachurch.com 

Nerja: Sun 12 noon, San Miguel church, 

Wed. 9.30am. (Church shop, C/Malaga 952 

522 460.) Rev. Geoffrey Johnston, 

952521339.  

Almuñécar: Capilla de Nuestra Señora del 

Carmen, (Fishermen’s chapel) Chinasol. 

Sun. 9.30am. (not August) Priest as Nerja.  

Torre del Mar: St Barnabas IERE, 11am. 

Morning Prayer 1st and 3rd Sunday, H.C. 

2nd and 4th.  Lux Mundi centre.  

952030461.  

Gibraltar: Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, 

Sun 10.30. Tel. 78377.  

Benalmádena Costa: Songs of Praise, 

Interdenominational church service, 

Castillo Bil Bil. Sun. 5.30pm. Oct. – May. 

648666152. 

MUSLIM 

Marbella: Mezquita del Rey Abdulaziz. 

Friday  2.30pm. 952774143. 

Fuengirola: Mezquita del Centro Cultural 

Suhail, Parque  Doña Sofía. Friday worship 

2.30pm. Tel 952473916. 

Malaga: Mezquita, C/San Agustín 11. 

Friday  2.30pm. 952228595. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 

Marbella: Santo Cristo del Calvario Church, 

Avda. del Calvario: Holy Mass in English, 

11am. every Sunday. Tel: 952774 899. 

Fuengirola: Capilla San José, Las Rampas 

(Upper Level), Daily Mass (in English): 

Mon-Fri 11am. Sat 7pm. Sun 11am. 

Fuengirola: Lux Mundi, C/ Nueva, 12 Sun. 

Arroyo de la Miel: Mass in English 

Parroquia de la Inmaculada, Sunday 

1.30pm. 

Calahonda: Ermita de San Miguel, 12 Sun. 

Benalmádena Costa: Parish Church of La 

Virgen del Carmen, Avda. Bonanza. Bilingual 

mass  English/Spanish Sundays 10.30am. 

Torre del Mar: Lux Mundi, Avda. 

Moscatel,1-“I”. Saturday. Winter 5pm, 

summer 6 pm. 952543334.  

Chiclana (Cadiz): Nstra Señora de Europa 

church, Urb. Novo Sancti Petri, RC Mass in 

English and German, Sunday 10.30am 

Pueblo Nuevo de Guadiaro - 

Sotogrande (Cadiz): Mass in English, 

Saturday 7pm and Sunday 10.30am at 

Sanctuario de la Divina Misericodia  

Malaga: Catholic mass in English, Avenida 

Santiago Ramón y Cajal, Ciudad Jardín. 

11.30am  Sunday. 952260760. 

METHODIST CHURCH 

Gibraltar: Methodist Church, 297 Main 

Street. Sun 11am and 8pm. +350 200 

77491/+350 200 40870. Rev. Fidel Patron.  

Sotogrande: La Iglesia de Nuestra Sra. de 

la Merced  1st and 3rd Sundays 11.45a.m.  

For more info. call 952 895 102. 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST  
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 

Mijas international: 10 am Sun Calle Rueda 

7 , Los Boliches, 952469392 / 607521032.  

Motril: Sun10 am. C/ Jesús del Gran Poder 

34. 958 825665.  

Malaga: Sun 10.30 am, C/Babel 1.            

Algeciras: Sun 10.30 am. C/Sevilla 43. Tel. 

956630894. 

Nerja: Sun. 10.30 a.m. C/Granada,83. Tel. 

607 522 671 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

Arroyo de la Miel: Avda Del Cerro de 

Viento, s/n . Tues. 7.30pm. Sat. 4.30pm. 

Tel. 952561170. 

Fuengirola: Kingdom Hall, Plaza 

Hispanidad, Service Meeting, Fri 7.30pm. 

952469082. 

Malaga: C/José Palanca, 20. Service Fri 

8pm. Tues 7.15pm.  

San Pedro: C/ Amor 6, Fuente Nueva. 

English: Sun 11am & Wed 7.30pm.  

Tagalog: Sun 1.30pm & Tues 7.30pm. 

Kingdom Hall 952788855. 

Torrox Costa:  Local 17, Urb Costa de Oro. 

Sun 11 a.m., Weds 7pm. Tel. 952526740. 

Torre del Mar: Calle Infantes, Conjuntos 

Islas del Sol. Scandinavian Sun 6pm, Thurs 

7pm. German Sun 11am and Fri  7pm.  

Coín: Calle Félix Rodríguez de la Fuente. 

Weds 7.30pm, Sun 11.30am. 952499239. 

EVANGELICAL CHURCH /  
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Los Boliches: Evangelical Church, Paseo 

Marítimo 77. Sun:Worship and Bible 

teaching, 4pm. Weds: Bible study and 

prayer 7.30pm. Tel 952460728  

Torremolinos: Evangelical Community 

Church. Sun service 11am. C/Gregorio 

Marañón 4. 952384706 

Torremolinos: Gloryhouse International 

Christian Center. African Pentecostal style. 

Sun 11am C/ Danza Invisible, 7/8, Bloque 

D, Nogalera. Pastor Moses. 679740825, 

951210300 

Nerja: Fellowship of the King, Pasaje San 

Miguel, Sundays at 10.30am. 952 969 058 

/ 958 658 439.  

Nerja: Community Bible Fellowship, C/ 

Pintada 35, 2nd floor. English/ Spanish 

Worship, Sunday 10am. 952521776. 

Torre del Mar: Cornerstone International 

Church. C/Solera 2.  Sunday 11.30am. 

Wednesday 6.30pm Bible study. 

Calahonda: The Evangelical Christian 

Fellowship, Ermita San Miguel. Sun 

4.30pm. Rev. Peter Riggall, 952 588 160.  

Arroyo de la Miel: Arroyo Baptist Church, 

Sun 4pm. Conjunto Zodiaco, Edif. Aries, 

C/ Sagitario. Tel. 95244796/952386716. 

Calahonda: Baptist Church, Calle San 

Jeronimo 1, Worship Sunday 11 am with 

Sunday School. 952832533. 

La Línea: Asambleas de Dios. C/San José, 

41. Thurs 9pm. Sun  11am & 8 pm. 

Marbella: Int. Christian F’ship. Sun 

11.30am Ed. Milla de Oro. Tel 952810391. 

Mijas Costa: Iglesias International Costa del 

Sol, C/José de Orbaneja 10. Sun 11am and 

7pm; Thur 7pm Tel:636 422 7 

Puerto Banús: Christian Church (The 

Wave) Worship Service: Sun 11am. The 

Wave Café: Wed 11am.  Prayer: Fri 12pm. 

637408194/5  puertobanuschurch.com 

Salobreña: Fellowship of the King. Various 

locations. Sundays at 10am Tel.635 358 

808 / 958 645 027 

La Viñuela: El Puente Christian Fellowship. 

Sundays 11am. Under Maroma 

Inmobiliaria. 952117145 / 952518185 

Fuengirola: Living Waters Community 

Fellowship. C/Pintor Nogales, Las Rampas. 

Sundays 11am. 

Torremolinos: Christian ministry. Healing 

of traumatic memories. Tel.604199751 

Gibraltar: Brethren Assembly, Queensway 

Quay. Sun 11am, Minister F. Baldachino. 

Benalmádena Costa: Elim Family F’ship. 

Sun 11am. Pastor Howard 647379564 

www.elimfamilyfellowship.com 

San Pedro: Elim Family Fellowship. Sun 

3.30pm. 695 115 496 

San Pedro: Faith Baptist Church. Sun 

6.30pm, Edif Manantial. Tel: 911820806. 

Fuengirola: Ark Christian Fellowship 

Family Worship. Sun 11am, C/Rio Darro 2, 

Plaza Juncal. Tel.: 952 592 171. 

Fuengirola: Costa del Sol Bible School, 

Healing Clinic and “The Beauty of Holiness”. 

Rev. Joyce McNaughton 663706806. 

Fuengirola: The Way, Christian Counselling 

Ministry. Tel. 634369414/ 951135441. 

Malaga: Believers Loveworld Inc.(Christ 

Embassy) Sunday11am, Wed 7pm, Sat 5pm. 

C/Cantimpla 11, Av. de Europa 

951955354/672805789. 

Marbella: House of Judah (Jewish & Gentile 

Believers) Bilingual Fri. Worship 7.30pm - 

NH Marbella Hotel Tel: 605924555.   

Mijas Costa: Baptist, Bi-Lingual services 

Sun 11.30am and 7pm; Thur 7pm Tel:636 

422 717 www.libertadmijascosta.com 

Heaven’s Gate Pentecostal Church Int:  

Benalmádena: Carril de Sirocco 1, 

Worship- Sun 11am- 6pm, F’ship- Friday 

7.30pm, 602392139 

Fuengirola: Christian Family Centre Int. 

Worship Sun 1pm, Fellowship Tue 7pm 

Church auditorium, C/Jacinto Benavente, 

10. Tel: 605329074 

Granada: Avda Andalucía, 53, La Chana, 

Worship- Sun 6pm, 605329074 

Malaga: Avda de Europa, 69, Worship- 

Sunday 9am, Fellowship- Wednesday 

7.30pm, 605329074  

DUTCH EVANGELICAL 

Fuengirola: Skandinaviska Turistkyran. Ed. 

M del Carmen. Paseo Marítimo 77 Los 

Boliches, Sundays 9.30. 

Torremolinos: Sun 11.30 in Holland Huis. 

Avenida Carlota Alessandri 12. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND  
(PRESBYTERIAN) 

Fuengirola: Sun 10.30am at Lux Mundi 

Ecumenical Centre, C/Nueva 3. Tel 

952638245 or 952475474. 

Gibraltar: St. Andrew’s Church, Sun  

10.30am. Tel 20077040.   

Torre del Mar: Sun 11am, Legend’s Bar, 

C/Don Cipriano Maldonado Jiménez.  

BAHAI 

Bahai Information Office, C/Ricardo 

Soriano, 35, Marbella. 

Marbella: 952 90 21 21   

Fuengirola: 951 259 742.  

Malaga: 952 214 052.  

Benalmádena: 952 442 424.  

Alhaurín de la Torre: 952411496.  

Rincón de la Victoria: 952 402 870.  

Gibraltar: +350 200 73287. 

SYNAGOGUES 

Torremolinos: Beth Minzi, Av. Palma de 

Mallorca 55; Castillo San Luis, Local 14. 

Daily services.  952052550. 

Marbella: Beth El, Urb. El Real, Km 184. 

Services, Fri in summer 8.30pm winter 

7pm Sat & holidays 10am 952859395   

QUAKERS 

Malaga: Quakers (Society of Friends). Info: 

zvi@gotadsl.co.uk  

NORWEGIAN SEAMEN’S CHURCH 

Calahonda: El Campanario, Av del Cortijo 

3. Sun 4 pm, 952939800 

www.sjomannskirken.no/costadelsol 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 

Fuengirola: Sat 10am. Bible study, worship  

Calle Palangreros, 60. 952456672 / 

633716651 ww.adventistasfuengirola.es.

CHURCH SERVICES INTERNATIONAL CONSULATES

Great Britain            C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                               952352300 

USA                              Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                    952474891 

Belgium                     Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                951516019 

Denmark                    Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                  952211797 

Norway                       Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola        952667955 

Canada                       C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                  952223346 

Germany                    Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                            952363591 

Sweden                      Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                        952604383 

Ireland                        Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                               952475108 

France                         1, Plaza de Santa Cruz, Seville                                                954293200 

Italy                             Calle Lagasca, 98, Madrid                                                        912106910 

Austria                        Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                952600267 

Finland                       Calle Blasco de Garay, 7, Malaga                                            952212435 

Saudi Arabia            Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                     952310358 

Greece                        Salitre, 16, Malaga                                                                     952311847 

Iceland                       Paseo Marítimo 91, 29640 Fuengirola                                952661200 

Philippines                C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                       952222757 

Hungary                     Av. de Andalucía 26 29007 Malaga                                      952308393

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator                                112 

National Police                                           091 

Local (municipal) Police                         092   

Medical                                                         061  

Fire                                                                 080 

Guardia Civil                                                062 

Sea Rescue                                   900202202  

Crime report                               902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  

Samaritans in Spain                  900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous            600379110 

Age Care                                       952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona)         608458555 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  

Salud Responde (doctors’ appointments 

& advice)                                      955545060 

ESTEPONA  

Bus Station                                    955038665 

Taxi Service                                  952802900 

Tourist Office                               952802002 

Town Hall                                      952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept.           952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

Bus Station                                  952475066 

Taxi Service                                 952471000 

Tourist Office                              952467625 

Town Hall                                     952589300 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952589440 

MALAGA  

Bus Station                                  952350061 

Railway Station                          902240202 

Taxi Service                                 952345693 

Tourist Office                              951926020 

MARBELLA  

Bus Station                                  955038665  

Taxi Service                                 952774488 

Tourist Office                              952768760 

Town Hall                                     952761100 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952768766 

MIJAS  

Town Hall                                     952485900 

Town Hall Las Lagunas            952473125 

Taxi                                                952478288 

Tourism Office                            952589034 

Foreign Resident Dept.           952589010 

NERJA  

Bus Station                                  902422242 

Taxi Service                                 952520537 

Tourist Information                  952521531 

Town Hall                                     952548400 

Foreign Resident Dept.           952548401 

TORREMOLINOS  

Bus Station                                  902143144 

Taxi Service                                 952380600 

Tourist Office                              952371909 

Town Hall                                     952379400 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952374231 

BENALMADENA  

Bus Station                                  902450550 

Taxi Service                                 952441545 

Tourist Office                              952442494 

Town Hall                                     952374231 

Foreign Residents Dept.          952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA  

Bus Station                                  952503162 

Taxi                                                952540016 

Town Hall                                     952559100 

Tourist Office                             952541104  

GIBRALTAR  

General emergency      199/112(mobiles) 

Fire/ambulance (emergency)               190 

Tourist Office               (00350) 20074950 

Taxi                                 (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION
CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Arcadia                         28/06          Southampton       Messina                07.30            18.00 

Norwegian Pearl        30/06                  Cadiz                 Palma                 07.00            17.00 

Wind Surf                    03/07                Almeria            Gibraltar               09.00            23.59 

Marella Dream           06/07              Gibraltar          Cartagena              08.00            16.00 

Harmony V              07-08/07              Motril              Marbella               01.00            23.59 

Marella discovery 2  11/07                  Cadiz               Alicante               08.00            17.00
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Parthenon  2. Statue of 
Zeus 3. Temple of Artemis 4. 
Colossus of Rhodes.

Which of the Seven 
Wonders of The World 
stood in Ephesus?

1. Louis 14th 2. Louis 15th 3. 
Louis 16th 4. Louis 18th

Which French king built 
the palace of Versailles?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11363

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

Someone is long overdue to be told that 

they are not pulling their weight, 

especially recently. This causes 

amusement to a loved one who saw it 

coming!   

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

On the work front you have mixed 

feelings about a change in routine or 

method. Let your ideas be known to the 

right person rather than via gossip.      

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

In what could be a busy, if not frantic 

week, be prepared! Make sure that 

everyone does their bit and pull in any 

favours.        

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Are you noticing things about a partner 

that you didn’t before? Could it be time 

to bring yourself up to date on what 

they are thinking and feeling? 

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Others may appear to be unhelpful 

but they have their own worries at the 

moment. All the more reason to get 

them out and thinking of something 

completely different.   

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

With your confidence up and down as 

this month begins you could be feeling 

sluggish. Look for someone who is full 

of energy and optimism.       

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Have you decided to put a romantic 

attachment on hold? Well, to avoid 

conflict let them know what is going on 

in your mind. Someone who admires 

you will not wait around forever.     

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

This week is all about building your 

confidence and knowledge. The New 

Moon is shining a light on ambitions 

and dreams. Write down the 

possibilities before you forget them.    

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

You really do need to start a new 

chapter in your life right about now! It 

could be internal changes at home or 

asking for changes at work.     

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Much as you don’t want to waste time 

doing it, try to explain your motives and 

plans. You need the help of others to 

move ahead even if it is just to make 

sure that they are not in the way!    

Sagittarius  
November 223rd – December 21st 

Take some quiet moments out and have 

a cup of tea or read that magazine! 

Whatever switches your intellect off for 

a while will certainly help. Avoid 

spending money or comfort eating.   

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

We all hold on to thoughts and feelings 

that could upset others. This does not 

help and, as you are finding now, those 

emotions will come tumbling out. See it 

as a good thing and don’t hold back.

3 8 9

6 9

6 2 4 7 3

1 3

6 7 9 2

7 2 4

9 3 2

5 8

5 7 4 1

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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Across Down

WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER

If you’re enjoying this newspaper 
after just arriving in southern Spain 
and sipping a cool drink on a sunny 
terrace, you might wonder why 
anyone who lives here would ever 
want to leave. But that is in fact 
what happens this time of year as 
some permanent residents leave 
to enjoy the brief warm weather 
in their northern homelands, avoid 
the hottest July and August heat, 
or make way for tourists renting 
their homes.  

If you’re about to 
nip ‘home’ for a few 
weeks, we wish you a 

great trip. Don’t forget to keep 
checking local news on surineng-
lish.com and SUR in English will 
be here to greet you again on your 
return. For those staying all sum-
mer, we’ll of course be keeping eve-
rybody informed. And if you’re here 
just for a temporary stay, welcome! 
You picked up the best way to get 
to know this place, every week.  

Write to us at surineng-
lish.su@diariosur.es, Facebook 

@surenglish. Twitter 
SUR_English or on-
line at www.surineng-
lish.com

Welcome to SUR in English

Answer: Temple of Artemis. 
Of interest: The temple is located 
at Ephesus on the western coast of 
Asia Minor (modern Turkey) It was 
built in the 6th century BC and was 
double the dimensions of other 
Greek temples. It was destroyed and 
rebuilt twice before its final 
destruction in 401AD. All that 
remains is one column. 
Answer: Louis 14th  
Of interest: Originally a hunting 
lodge and converted into a chateau 
by his father, Louis 14th extended 
and rebuilt it, often taking on the 
role as architect himslef, to make it 
the palace it is today.

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is V.  
Advocaat, Calvados, 
Vermouth, all alcoholic 
drinks.

Last week:  
Loja 

This tilted cube is on the roundabout 
at the junction of Calle Rafael Pérez 
del Álamo and Calle Granada in Loja.

A dedication to goats

Language Crossword
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Michael Griffiths came  
up with the idea to raise 
money for the local 
charity after a friend 
suggested they did the 
popular pilgrimage  

:: JENNIE RHODES 

FUENGIROLA. Fuengirola resi-
dent and British retiree Michael Grif-
fiths has recently completed one of 
the Camino de Santiago routes to 
raise money for the town’s Lux 
Mundi ecumenical centre, which 
he attends regularly.  

He raised almost 1,000 euros for 
the centre through donations from 
friends as well as students and teach-
ers at the town’s official language 
school (Escuela Oficial de Idiomas) 
where he helps out with conversa-
tion classes. 

Griffiths, who is 74 and has lived 
in Fuengirola since 2005, admits 
that the idea to walk the Camino 
wasn’t his, but he did come up with 
the plan to raise money for the cen-
tre, which he knows “is desperate 
for funding for much-needed struc-
tural work”. It was his friend and 
fellow Fuengirola resident, Bernie 
Epson, who first suggested doing 
the trek and together with another 
British friend, Tony Ruiz, they set 
off on 11 May.  

Griffiths is a keen walker and be-
longs to a number of walking groups, 
including the U3A one in his 
adopted town. He spent the weeks 
leading up to the trip training and 
practising carrying a rucksack. 

The trio flew from Malaga to A 
Coruña, from where they took a 
train to Ferrol, which is where the 
English way (Camino Inglés) starts. 
“Someone suggested that we should 
do the English route as we’re all Eng-
lish,” said Griffiths. 

They spent six days walking and 

Michael explains that they soon dis-
covered they all had different walk-
ing speeds, so would set out together 
in the morning and then meet up 
later on.  

“I actually enjoyed the solitude. 
Walking through forests and hear-
ing nothing but water was a won-
derful experience, it was so peace-
ful,” Michael pointed out, adding 
that as the route they walked is 
much less popular than the famous 
Camino Francés, they only met a 
few other ‘pilgrims’ along the way. 

Challenges 
The Camino Inglés is 120 kilome-
tres in total and Michael and his fel-
low walkers split the journey fairly 
evenly, walking a minimum of 15 
kilometres per day, although he ex-
plained that on one day they walked 
for 28 kilometres.  

“It included some really steep bits 
and we knew it was going to be the 
hottest day of our trip,” Michael said, 
adding, “But I like a challenge.”  

He admits that while for the rest 
of the journey they carried their 
own backpacks, on that particular 
day they had them sent on to the 
accommodation where they were 
going to spend that night. 

The biggest problem, Michael 
pointed out, was the food. “We were 
arriving at our accommodation mid-
afternoon and they didn’t start cook-
ing until around 8.30pm and we 
wanted to be in bed by 10pm, so we 
were often hungry. With limited 
luggage we couldn’t carry much food 
with us.” 

Michael, Bernie and Tony reached 
Santiago de Compostela on 17 May 
and returned to Malaga by train.  

“The train journey was part of 
the adventure,” Michael said. 

He now hopes that the 917.29 
euros he raised will go towards 
much-needed reforms to the Lux 
Mundi Fuengirola building.

Walking the English Way to give 
much-needed boost to Lux Mundi

Michael Griffiths with one of the Camino de Santiago signs. :: M. G.

 Lux Mundi.   An ecumenical 
organisation with centres in 
Fuengirola and Torre del Mar, 
dedicated to charity work and 
helping both the local and for-
eign communities . 

 Help needed.   Anyone able 
to give some time to Lux 
Mundi as a volunteer, or to 
make a donation, is invited to 
call in at the centre in Fuengi-
rola (Calle Nueva) or call 
952474840.

INFORMATION

:: TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. Lux Mundi is 
urgently appealing for volun-
teers to help with the day-to-
day running of the ecumenical 
centre in Fuengirola, especially 
in its second-hand boutique.  

The shop, situated in the Lux 
Mundi building in Calle Nueva, 
opens from Tuesday to Friday 
from 10am to 1pm, and the or-
ganisation is in need of people 
to serve in the store and to help 
sort out and organise the stock.  

The organisation also needs 
help with the serving of food 
to the homeless in the twice-
weekly soup kitchen, as well as-
sistance with the coffee morn-
ings and weekly events organ-
ised by the charity.   

The centre has sent out an ap-
peal for donations of stock, in 
particular good quality, second-
hand clothes and accessories for 
the boutique, as well as books, 
mobility appliances, cosmetics, 
toiletries, sleeping bags and 
blankets. 

Fuengirola 
centre makes 
urgent appeal 
for volunteers 
and donations


