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The Japan striker arrives at María Zambrano train station on Wednesday night. :: SALVADOR SALAS
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Hotels on the Costa 
reduce prices after a 
disappointing July and a 
slow uptake on last-
minute bookings  P2

A foodie Spanish road 
trip and island hopping 
in Malta feature in this 
month’s bumper Travel 
special  P30-34

Sánchez fails to get enough support 
from MPs to form the next government 

Pedro Sánchez won’t be forming a 
new government for the time be-
ing following his defeat in inves-
titure debates and votes in the Con-
greso on Tuesday and Thursday.  

As leader of the Socialist PSOE, 
the biggest party after April’s gen-
eral election, he had been count-
ing on the MPs of left-wing Uni-
das Podemos (UP) to help him over 
the line to a majority. However, UP 

weren’t happy with the seniority of 
positions being offered in govern-
ment and failed to sign up in time.  

Sánchez argued in the debate that 
UP couldn’t be trusted run the Fi-
nance ministry: “You can’t put tax 
collection in the hands of somebody 
that has never controlled a budget.”  

The deadline is 23 September to 
form a government or call another 
election for November.  P22-23

The PSOE party, who won last April’s general election, had 
been negotiating up to the last minute with Unidas Podemos



2222222 July 26th to August 1st 2019 
SUR IN ENGLISH

2 NEWS2222222

The number of last-minute 
bookings on the Costa has 
been disappointing, and 
hotels everywhere are 
vying to attract visitors 
from other parts of Spain  

MALAGA. In different areas and at 
different meetings, the managers 
of hotels on the Costa del Sol, 
whether large resorts, luxury or tra-
ditional establishments, have all 
agreed that the first half of July has 
been quieter than expected. 

 At the end of June the tourism 
industry was predicting that this 
summer would be better than last 
year and occupancy levels could even 
match those of 2017, but it hasn’t 
happened. The hotels thought there 
would be a rush of last-minute book-
ings and there were some, but fewer 
than expected. In fact, some hotels 
became so nervous that they de-
cided to make special offers, some-
thing which has not occurred in the 
past three years.  

In general hotels don’t like hav-
ing to make special offers to attract 
business, but at least it has put an 
end to the price increases which had 
marked previous summer seasons. 

 The president of the Aehcos ho-
tels association, Luis Callejón Suñé, 
doesn’t mince his words: “the fore-
casts for July have disinflated. Span-
ish tourism is saving the situation, 
because visitors from other parts of 
Spain are compensating for the drop 
in those from Britain and Germany, 
but these clients tend to book at the 
last minute and that has led some 
hotels to resort to offers, something 

they haven’t done for a number of 
years. Not many have done that, but 
it is happening,” he says. 

Along the same lines, the presi-
dent of the CEA (business confedera-
tion of Andalucía) tourism commit-
tee, Miguel Sánchez, says that “what 
has happened is that in general the 
last-minute bookings that hotels were 
relying on were lower than expected. 
In cities like Malaga it is different. 
We are seeing a clear gap between 
beach and city tourism”.  

As an example, he points to the 
fact that on the Costa del Sol, unlike 
recent years, the hotels have even 
had vacancies at weekends in July.  
Since 2017, demand for weekend 
bookings had increased so much that  

some hotels had begun to insist on 
a four-night minimum stay. How-
ever, Sánchez does point out that 
reservations for August, the busiest 
month of the year, are looking more 
positive. 

Another factor which has affected 
those positive forecasts which were 
made at the end of June is that ho-
tels in the Canary Islands and Bale-
arics have embarked upon a quite ag-
gressive campaign of offers to attract 
more visitors, because of competi-
tion from other destinations such as 

Turkey, Greece and Egypt. These ri-
vals are having an even greater ef-
fect on the islands than on the Costa 
del Sol. The bargain offers are aimed 
at attracting Spanish tourists, many 
of whom might otherwise have gone 
to the Malaga coast.  

“All destinations in Spain are try-
ing harder than ever before to attract 
Spanish tourists and that is being felt 
on the Costa,” says Miguel Sánchez.  

The ‘chiringuito’ beach restaurants 
are also noticing a difference. The 
president of the Costa beach busi-

nesses association, Manuel Villafaina, 
says there have been fewer tourists 
in the first half of July but he believes 
things will pick up and in the end the 
summer will be similar to last year. 

On the other hand, self-cater-
ing holiday rentals are going as well 
as expected and should end July 
with a 75 per cent occupancy rate. 
The president of the Andalusian 
tourism properties association, 
Carlos Pérez-Lanzac, says business 
in this sector is developing nor-
mally, mainly because the clients 
tend to be families who plan their 
stays well in advance. “We don’t 
have as many last-minute book-
ings,” he says.  

Another statistic which has had 
an impact so far this month is that 
the average length of stay is shorter. 
The sector believes tourists are opt-
ing for several short holidays a year 
instead of one long break, and this 
may also explain the increased book-
ings out-of-season.   

In addition the high temperatures 
in the principal source markets of 
Europe have resulted in tourists from 
Britain and Germany, for example, 
deciding to holiday at home this sum-
mer instead of travelling abroad. 

Hotels are offering 
discounts again as 
July bookings are 
lower than expected

Tourists and locals enjoying time on the beach this week. :: GERMÁN POZO

:: SUR 

MADRID. Although the figures 
for early summer may not have 
met expectations on the Costa del 
Sol, the tourism sector says they 
could be a lot worse. 

The strong dependence of 
places like the Balearics and Ca-
naries on international tourism 

and major tour operators shows 
that the results this season dif-
fer according to destination, and 
this was reflected in the hotel 
industry statistics, which were 
presented by the Spanish con-
federation of hotels and tourist 
accommodation (Cehat) and PwT 
in Madrid recently.  

The president of Cehat, Juan 
Molas, says that in Mallorca there 
is an estimated drop of between 
10 and 15 per cent in German tour-
ists in the areas which are nor-
mally most popular with them, 
while in the Canaries in March 
and April there were fewer Ger-
man and Scandinavian tourists. 
He explains that the Canarian ar-
chipelago is expecting around 
417,000 fewer arrivals by air than 
last year, and a drop in hotel prices 
of between 10 and 15 per cent on 
some islands. 

Destinations reporting 
different results

PILAR 
MARTÍNEZ

 pmartinez@diariosur.es
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The Vox party has held a 
protest in support of 
Borja and raised most of 
the 180,000 fine he will 
have to pay  

:: SUR 

MALAGA. A judge has intervened 
amid growing outrage that a man 
could go to jail for stepping in to de-
fend a woman being mugged in 
Fuengirola in 2015 only to accidently 
kill the attacker. Now the man, 
named only as Borja, will be spared 
prison providing he pays the 180,000 
euros compensation awarded to the 
dead man’s daughters. 

The dead man’s family had ini-
tially insisted on Borja serving his 
sentence but appeared to soften 
their position this week. A crowd-
funding campaign to pay the com-
pensation was started by right-wing 
party Vox when news of the sen-
tence was made public. Vox have 
said that the law needs to be changed 
so that people who defend an attack 
victim do not suffer the conse-
quences like Borja. They have also 
called for him to be given an award 
for bravery.  

The party’s fundraising efforts 

reached around 110,000 euros of the 
amount needed, which Borja initially 
rejected but then accepted when told 
that much was given anonymously 
and couldn’t be given back. 

Borja’s lawyer has asked for him 
to pay the remaining amount of 
64,000 euros at 250 euros a month 

- as much as he can afford. The court 
was considering this offer this week. 

The events leading up to Borja’s 
sentence took place on 8 February 
2015 when, at around 7.45am, he 
witnessed a woman being beaten 
for her handbag while she was on 
her way to work at the Hotel Las 
Palmeras. Borja intervened in the 
mugging during which he punched 
the thief twice, causing him to fall 
to the floor and hit his head; he died 
two days later.  

Vox protest 
Vox organised a small protest in 
Fuengirola last week in favour of a 
pardon for Borja. Some thirty peo-
ple gathered in the Plaza de la Con-
stitución. Vox leader in Fuengirola 
Antonio Luna said, “We’re going to 
make sure that Borja doesn’t go to 
prison.”  

“We don’t know what party Bo-
jra supports and it doesn’t matter; 
we only know that he did what we 
would like others to do for us,” he 
added.  

Ironically, it has emerged that An-
tonio Lara, who is also now a Vox 
councillor in Fuengirola, was one 
of the National Police officers who 
originally investigated the thief ’s 
death. 

Fuengirola have-a-go ‘hero’ who killed 
mugger will be spared jail by judge

Last Friday’s protest in Fuengirola in support of Borja. :: F. TORRES

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. The rollout of next-
generation digital services on mo-
bile devices, the so-called 5G net-
works, means that residential 
blocks of flats (‘comunidades’) 
which receive Spanish TV chan-
nels via a shared aerial are going 
to have to make some adjustments.  

Digital terrestrial television 
(DTT) is being squeezed into less 
of the available frequency spec-
trum . Those expats who receive 
international TV over internet 
(IP) or satellite are not affected. 

On the Costa, blocks of flats 
that have a shared aerial will need 
up to five modules (channels) 
changing, at a total cost of about 
600 euros, although the govern-
ment will subsidise around half 
of this. Blocks with advanced pro-
grammable aerials and individual 
standalone houses will not be af-
fected; these will simply need to 
retune a few channels on their TV 
set ahead of June next year. 

Engineers say that in Malaga 
province it is tricky to fit all chan-
nels into the available spectrum 
because of the mountains and the 
proximity of conflicting signals 
from Gibraltar and Morocco.

Apartment blocks 
must get ready to 
adjust Spanish TV 
aerials to make 
way for 5G

Ironically Vox’s councillor 
was one of the officers who 
originally investigated the 
thief’s death 
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:: REGINA SOTORRÍO 

MALAGA. Central government 
has authorised  emergency works 
on  the faulty air conditioning at the 
Museum of Malaga, which has 
placed 17,500 artworks and artefacts 
at risk of damage.  

Initial repair work began on 26 
June, almost two months after con-
cerns were raised about tempera-
tures of up to 28 degrees in some 
areas of the museum. Experts say 
that the standard temperature to 
conserve works on an oil canvas is 
between 19 and 21 degrees. 

However, now the ministry for 
Culture and Sport “has analysed 
that it is not possible to repair the 
thermal equipment and it should 
be replaced as soon as possible”. 

Emergency works on installing a 
new system, approved by the Cabi-
ent last Friday, will have a cost of 
713,900 euros, three times higher 
than the initial estimate of 200,000 
euros. 

 Ministry sources, though, have 
stated that “this difficult situation 
would not have happened” if they 
had known of the problem sooner, 
speaking of the Junta de Andalucía’s 
lack of dilligence in the matter.  

This complete replacement of 
the entire air conditioning system-
takes places two-and-a-half years 
after the opening of the museum 
in December 2016, following a huge 
renovation of the former customs 
building, costing 40 million euros 
in state investment. 

Government authorises funds 
for new air conditioning at the 
Museum of Malaga

Temperatures as high as 28 degrees were recorded. :: SUR

The regional ministry for 
Culture has said the most 
representative parts 
should be removed and 
stored for future display  

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. The Junta de Andalucía’s 
ministry for Culture, responsible for 
overseeing the protection of histori-
cal sites, has said that work on the 
new stretch of metro line in Malaga 
city can continue. It follows the re-
cent significant discovery of the ru-
ins of a twelfth century Islamic 
neighbourhood during construction.  

Officials say in their report, ea-
gerly awaited by conservationists 
and constructors for different rea-
sons, that “the most representative 
remains should be protected, ex-
tracted, moved and stored”.  

The part of the excavated ruins to 
be conserved is believed to be one 
particularly well-preserved house 
found under the roundabout next 
to El Corte Inglés department store 
set in streets with wells and sewer-
age channels. 

The Moorish district of Al-Tab-
banin, outside the old city walls, is 
thought to have been abandoned in 
the thirteenth or fourteen century. 

The building of Malaga’s two 
metro lines has been frequently held 
up by the discovery of archaeologi-
cal remains. The section affected this 
time is the missing link by the El 
Corte Inglés, joining the two exist-
ing lines with the new terminus sta-
tion stretch on the Alameda (which 
itself is more advanced and nearing 
completion). 

As the metro uses cut and cover 
construction techniques, rather than 
tunnelling, the remains not removed 

will be destroyed. 
It is expected that the ruins se-

lected to be saved will be put in a 
museum-style display, possibly in 
the new Guadalmina metro sta-
tion next to El Corte Inglés, and 
paid for by the construction com-
pany, with prior approval from the 
Junta. 

The Junta has justified its decision 
to restart works by saying that the 
ruins have all been carefully recorded 
in 3D for future researchers to use. 

Malaga metro works can carry on 
despite archaeological remains 

The ruins have been digitally documented in 3D. :: M. FERNÁNDEZ
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IN BRIEF

Historic Churriana caves 
get extra protection  

MALAGA 
:: P. R. QUIRÓS. Malaga city coun-
cil has agreed to give extra plan-
ning protection to historic caves 
in the Churriana area, near the air-
port, that are under threat from 
housing developments. The caves 

in the Gamera Baja-Tosca area were 
used as dwellings and places of 
worship by Christians while much 
of the Iberian peninsula was un-
der Muslim rule from the eighth 
century.  

The town hall will give the site 
listed status in the PGOU master 
town plan after pressure from lo-
cal groups. It is hoped to open an 
interpretation centre there. 

City mayor supports east 
bypass toll road report  

MALAGA 
::  J. HINOJOSA.  The mayor of 
Malaga, Francisco de la Torre, has 
backed a report that sees a busi-
ness case for a new eastern toll road 
from near Rincón de la Victoria in-
land to the AP-46 Pedrizas motor-
way. He is also opting for a motor-
way in a tunnel under the Sierra 
de Mijas from Alhaurín de la Torre 
to relieve the A-7 to Fuengirola.

Better road link to 
Ronda investigated 

ARRIATE 
:: V. MELGAR.  The regional Infra-
structure minister, Marifrán Carazo, 
has told local people in the Ronda 
area that the Junta is committed 
to studying the possibility of  a 
motorway from Malaga to the 
town, a long-standing demand. She 
was speaking as work on the Arri-
ate bypass, near Ronda, was re-
started after work stopped in 2010.

The caves were used by Christians. :: S. T.

Work is under way at a 
new monitoring room at 
the town’s Local Police 
headquarters  

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

MARBELLA. The council’s video 
surveillance system in Marbella, 
currently covering a few crime hot-
spots only, is shortly to be extended 
to cover Marbella Old Town and San 
Pedro Alcántara. 

There will be 110 new cameras 
in total, which will also watch over 
Avenida Ricardo Soriano from the 

‘Piruli’, the Alameda and Avenida 
del Mar pedestrian area towards 
the beach, and parts of the Puerto 
Deportivo marina near the town 
centre. 

This will be the second phase of 
the rollout. The first phase with 85 
cameras is already operating and 
covers Puerto Banús, La Cañada 
shopping mall car park, Elviria shop-
ping plaza and part of the marina. 

Work is under way on a new emer-
gency coordination and monitoring 
centre at the resort’s Local Police head-
quarters that is due to open in Sep-
tember at a cost of 200,000 euros. 

New CCTV cameras to 

cover more of Marbella

Constuction work on the new monitoring centre at the police HQ. :: C. M.

:: NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. Not as many jobs were 
created as expected in Malaga 
province, including the Costa del 
Sol, in the period from April to 
June this year, data published on 
Thursday showed. The quarterly 
active population survey (EPA) is 
seen as the most reliable data on 
Spanish unemployment.  

Despite the period tradition-
ally being good for jobless figures, 
as the peak tourist season starts, 
the province only had 2,500 more 
people in work compared to the 
period from January to June. This 
compared to 37,000 in the same 
period last year and 27,000 in 2017. 
Even so, the province still has the 
highest amount of people in work 
ever, at some 650,000 people.  

In terms of the unemployed 
data, the survey calculates that 
there are 135,000 people available 
to work but unable to find jobs in 
Malaga province (17.27 per cent). 
This represents a small drop of 
1,200 people out of work from 
April to June. 

Most growth in jobs came in 
the service sector, with the con-
struction sector slowing down 
slightly.

Job creation on 
the Costa slowed 
down this spring, 
quarterly data 
shows 
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The director of the HBO 
series says the story of 
the former mayor of 
Marbella provides many 
keys to understanding 
the present 

:: HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 
MARBELLA. Enric Bach is the di-
rector of ‘El Pionero’, the recently-re-
leased HBO series about Jesús Gil. In 
this interview he explains why he 
decided to feature the life of the for-
mer mayor of Marbella, and the un-
usual narrative technique he chose 
to use for it.  
–‘El Pionero’ is presented as a series, 

but viewers might consider it a work  
of journalism. How would you de-
scribe it?  
– This is not like a journalistic report. 
This is a non-fiction narrative series, 
and it’s probably a format we are not 
used to because it tells a true story 
but uses techniques and elements 
from fiction. It doesn’t follow the 
rules for news reports because it is 
trying to do something different, to 
tell a story. It does that through the 
main character, Jesús Gil, who tries 
to give his point of view. The most 
complicated part of this project is 
that it features two main types of 
voice: the critical ones, like the prose-
cutor Carlos Castresana, but espe-
cially those of Gil’s family and the 

people close to him, who obviously 
praise the figure of their father and 
want to justify what he did. I believe 
viewers are intelligent, and when 
they hear something they also iden-
tify who is saying it, because what 
is said is just as important as the per-
son who is saying it.  
–The series has been made for an 
audience that can understand these 
nuances, then?   
–The documentary requires a critical 
and intelligent view from the people 
who watch it. That is what I have tried 
to do, place the viewer in front of 
something which at times is disagree-
able and will make them uncomfort-
able and indignant. I don’t decide on 
what is said, I just show it so the per-
son watching can come to their own 
conclusions.  
–Do the voices chosen to tell the 

story portray themselves in some 
way, as well as the character of Gil? 
–Of course, they define themselves. 
It would be a mistake to think that  
as a director I subscribe to each and 
every affirmation made in the series. 
What I do is display it so that each 
viewer draws their own conclusions. 

I know it is uncomfortable and pro-
vocative in a way, for example hav-
ing to listen to how the family justi-
fies Jesús Gil’s lack of responsibility 
in the San Rafael tragedy. I didn’t 
dream up that defence, it is the way 
the family defends it. What I do is 
give the viewers the elements so they 

Enric Bach, during the presentation of the series. :: SUR

“The Gil phenomenon    
says a great deal about our   
fragility as a society”

Enric Bach Director of ‘El Pionero’

The organisers of the 
prestigious Goyas have 
been on the Costa del Sol 
studying the Martín 
Carpena basketball arena 
and a decision is expected 
on Monday, 29 July 

:: FRANCISCO GRIÑAN / NEIL 
HESKETH 

MALAGA. The Costa del Sol looks 
close to being chosen to host next 
January’s Goya awards. On Mon-
day, representatives from the pres-
tigious Spanish film academy (Aca-
demia de las Artes y las Ciencias 
Cinematográficas de España) vis-
ited Malaga’s Martín Carpena bas-
ketball arena (the copper-domed 
building on the outskirts of the city) 
to assess it as likely venue. 

The Goya awards are similar to 
the Oscars in the US or the UK’s 
Baftas and promote Spanish cin-

ema. The event attracts large tele-
vision audiences in Spanish-speak-
ing countries. Normally the gala is 
held in Madrid, but recently efforts 
have been made to organise it out-
side the capital. Last year it was held 
in Seville. 

Last week the mayor of Malaga, 
Francisco de la Torre, met with Goya 
representatives in Madrid and ex-
plained that he hoped an agreement 
could be signed imminently. The city 
will have to find around 1.5 million 
euros towards the estimated two-
million cost. “We’re going in the right 
direction,” said the mayor, “but we 
aren’t counting the deal as done yet.” 

Malaga’s candidacy is the only 
one outside the award’s normal base 
in Madrid for 2020. Organisers need 
a venue with a 3,000 seating capac-
ity. Working with the mayor are the 
Junta regional government and the 
Diputación provincial authority, 
and Unicaja Banco has expressed an 
interest in supporting with spon-

sorship. Other cities have backed 
out or have said they will bid in 2021. 

The final decision should be taken 
in a board meeting at the film acad-
emy on Monday, 29 July. Key to 
making the decision will be the 
views of show producer Emiliano 
Otegui, himself a three-time win-
ner of a Goya, and head of sponsor-
ship and awards, Ana Nuñez. Both 
were in Malaga this week. 

The ceremony would provide a 
boost both to the image of the city 
and local hotel suppliers, especially 
at a quieter time of year on the 
Costa. Next year’s Goyas will move 
from February to January as the Os-
cars have been brought forward to 
early February in Hollywood. 

Initially it looked like Palma de 
Mallorca would be the favoured can-
didate, but the cost of flights for all 
the participants made it less attrac-
tive. Bilbao and Zaragoza also sug-
gested that they might be interested 
in hosting the ceremony but never 

Spain’s ‘Oscars’ close to choosing  
Malaga for 2020 awards ceremony 

A Goya statuette is the top accolade of the Spanish film industry. :: A.C.
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can draw their own conclusions not 
only about the tragedy but also how 
the relatives see that tragedy. In a way, 
that’s what makes this project un-
usual, because we are not used to fac-
ing up in such a stark and direct way 
to the portrayal of a person as amoral 
and complex as Jesús Gil. 
-Does the series includes all the 
voices that need to be there? 
–No, of course not. They’re not all 
there, partly by my choice and partly 
because I haven’t been able to access 
them. I wanted to use just a few voices 
to tell the story, because in this for-
mat, as it is about characters, the more 
people there are the more compli-
cated the story becomes. You have to 
understand that the series is designed 
for an international audience and 
many people who could have ap-
peared in it are unknown abroad and 
by people under the age of 30. What 
I have done is simplify the story in 
favour of the narrative and that is why 
many names aren’t there. There are 
others, like Pedro Román and Julián 
Muñoz, who aren’t there because I 
wan’t able to gain access to them.  
–Why was there a need for a docu-
mentary about Gil in 2019? 
–When we started to think about this 
project four years ago, I could see  
there was a populist emergency in 

Spain and many other places in 
Europe. In Spain there was nobody 
who could be compared with Jesús 
Gil, a businessman who made the 
leap into politics, but in some places 
in Europe there had been people who 
had financial power and then came 
into political power by challeng-
ing the establishment. Then, two 
years after we began to develop 
this project, Donald Trump ar-
rived. What I wanted to reflect 
with this series is that a story 
from the past, such as that of 
Jesús Gil, can give us many keys 
to understanding the present. 
Principally on the subject of popu-
lism, but also corruption. In the 
past ten years in Spain we have 
learned a lot about this, but we 
still need to understand how a 
situation like that happens.  
–Had people already forgotten 
what Gil was like? 
–The image which had remained 
about Jesús Gil was a caricature. 
It was Jesús Gil in the jacuzzi say-
ing stupid things, although peo-
ple don’t remember the awful 
things he said, and punching the 
manager of the Compostela foot-
ball team. And Marbella, Julián 
Muñoz, the Malaya case... every-
one knew he was enveloped in cor-

ruption and ignoring the law, but in 
some way the image that people have 
been left with is a caricature. There 
was a much deeper story behind it 
and it was interesting to tell it with 
a contemporary view, as way to un-
derstanding the present.   

–People always associate Gil with 
Marbella and with football, but the 
series reminds us that the rest of 
Spain laughed at him.   
–Yes, and that says a lot about our fra-
gility as a society. Why do we admire, 
sympathise with and vote for some-

one when we know they ignore 
the laws? Why don’t we have criti-
cal mechanisms or reflection 
which stops us experiencing this 
fascination? This was happening 
on two levels. He was a person 
with such a large audience, was 
given so much airtime on the 
major TV channels and influen-
tial media coverage that in some 
way he seduced and scared peo-
ple at the same time. Many peo-
ple don’t care what may lie be-
hind someone like that, and that 
says a lot about us as a society. 
I’m not saying they’re the ma-
jority, because many people did 
fight it or look into it, but oth-
ers looked the other way or just 
laughed. I have tried to show 
part of that, and in some way 
make the viewer experience 
those doubts.  
–People also forget there was 
complicity about Gil in the 
fields of politics, the judiciary 
and the media, and the series 

reminds us of that as well.  
–I probably haven’t shown the whole 
range of support Jesús Gil had, includ-
ing in the judicial system. You also 
have to ask yourself why the Junta 
de Andalucía left it so long before do-
ing anything about his illegal town 
planning. You also have to think about 
other things, like the official pardon 
granted to Jesús Gil in 1994. And the 
media support didn’t come free. Gil’s 
financial links with certain media 
chiefs are not shown in the documen-
tary, but journalists have pointed 
them out many times.  
–Are you satisfied with the result 
of your work? 
–I’m never satisfied with what I do. 
I think I have fulfilled my aim, but I 
always think I could have done bet-
ter with a bit more time. You have to 
remember that this is not trying to 
be the definitive work on the life of 
Gil or to tell everything. It would need 
20 or 30 more chapters for that. 
–Are you comfortable with the way 
the series has been promoted? 
–It is HBO’s first original production 
in Spain so there was a major market-
ing campaign. It wasn’t totally in line 
with the documentary and may have 
affected people’s view of it, but they 
need to see the whole series and form 
their own opinion. 

  Publicity poster for the series, 
showing Jesús Gil. :: SUR

The team from the Spanish film academy outside the possible venue in Malaga on Monday. :: GERMÁN POZO

formalised their offers. Valencia was 
also interested but eventually de-
layed its candidacy to 2021, the cen-
tenary of the birth of Valencian film-
maker, Luis García Berlanga. 

Malaga is therefore the only re-
maining candidacy outside Madrid, 
helped by good connections with the 
AVE train. The only alternative now 

to Malaga for organisers is to hold 
the event in Madrid nearer its base, 
where costs are less. 

On Tuesday, after the reconnais-
sance visit, the mayor added that “the 
academy wants the Goyas to be in 
Malaga”.  

The first Goyas were awarded in 
1987. The name for the awards 

comes from the famous Spanish 
painter of the late eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries, Fran-
cisco de Goya, because of the se-
quential characteristic of his paint-
ing akin to filmmaking. In addition 
the name has just two syllables, 
easy to remember like the Oscars 
or the French César award. 

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS.  There will be a special 
council session in Mijas town hall 
starting at 7pm on Monday, 29 
July, to decide on the dates for this 
year’s feria in Mijas Pueblo. The 
meeting is open to the public and 
attendees will be encouraged to 
take part in a debate on whether 
to hold the annual event in the 
iconic white-walled village on ei-

ther 5 to 9 or 7 to 11 September 
this year. 

Faced with different points of 
view, the council has decided to 
take the decision to local residents.  
At the end of the debate, those in 
attendance in the council cham-
ber, in Mijas Pueblo, will be al-
lowed to vote. “This is an exam-
ple of resident participation,” said 
a spokesperson.

Local residents to vote on 
date of Mijas Pueblo feria

File photo of the opening of the event in a previous year. :: SUR
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An eight-metre long whale weighing 7,000 kilos was found 
three miles off the coast of Marbella last Friday, after a sighting 
by Salvamento Marítimo. The animal was moved to La Bajadilla 
port, where various tests were carried out to determine its 
cause of death and its physical characteristics, before later be-
ing collected for incineration.

WHALE WINDS UP IN PUERTO BANÚS 

:: JOSELE

:: ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 

MARBELLA. The emergency 
response and civil protection 
plan for the Marbella municipal 
area has been updated to bring 
it in line with new legislation 
and thinking. 

The first plan of this type was 
approved by the council in 1995 
but it hasn’t been properly up-
dated since 2007. 

The plan will now include an 
inventory of the equipment and 
assets available to the emer-
gency services; individual pro-
tection plans for particularly 
important or valuable buildings; 
new regulations on pollution 
of the shoreline; and guidelines 
on the search and rescue of 
missing persons.  

The plan comes into force 
where the scale of the emergency 
is small enough for it to be cov-
ered by the town council’s own 
resources, such as the Local Po-
lice, municipal fire service or 
town hall engineers. These could 
include fires, high winds, flood-
ing or serious accidents. 

If the emergency is larger, prov-
ince- and region-wide plans swing 
into action, said the council. 

Marbella updates 
its civil emergency 
and protection 
plan for the first 
time since 2007

Estepona has been giving 
details of the extra 
rubbish and cleaning 
measures as volume of 
waste soars 60 per cent  

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. If you’ve detected a 
pleasant tang in the air while walk-
ing in Estepona recently, it isn’t just 
because of the many flowers in the 
town known as the Garden of the 
Costa del Sol.  

The council has taken to mixing 

citrus and fruit fragrances into the 
water used to give the streets their 
regular summer washdown and to 
create an extra “sensory experi-
ence” for locals and visitors.  

The added fragrances have a seri-
ous purpose too. The town hall says 
the resort comes under increased 
pressure at this time of year with 
an increase of 60 per cent in rubbish 
and that it needs to try different so-
lutions to keep the streets smelling 
fresh. It has also highlighted the ex-
tra rubbish collection and street 
cleaning teams at work over the 
summer to cope with the surge. 

Council using perfume in 
the streets to make them 
smell nicer this summer

Workers washing down the streets in Estepona old town. :: C. MÁRQUEZ
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:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. Estepona old town’s 
latest hotel is due to open in Janu-
ary or February 2020, following a 
15-million-euro construction pro-
ject. As Spain’s first hotel with an 
on-site beer brewery, the four-star, 
49-room boutique destination is 
expected to be one of the most 
original on the Costa del Sol. 

German owner Richard Eller has 
chosen to add some touches from 
his homeland, as he plans to pro-
duce five German beers in the ar-
tisan brewery. Initial annual pro-
duction is expected to be 300,000 
litres, and artisan courses will be 
offered via an agreement with the 

Doemens Academy for brewing.  
The Hotel Maravilla’s interior 

will also feature some of the best-
preserved tannery remains in the 
country, dating back to the end of 
the 12th century. 

Eller claims the hotel’s location 
is unbeatable. Its close proximity 
to both the town and the beach 
will offer plenty of choice, he ex-
plained.

Maravilla hotel 
opens this January 
following 15- 
million-euro 
investment

Hotel exterior. :: CHARO MÁRQUEZ

Men selling goods on a Marbella beach. :: JOSELE

Marbella’s campaign to 
stop street hawking 
started earlier this year, 
before the start of the 
high season  

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

MARBELLA. Police in Marbella are 
reporting a significant increase in 
items confiscated from illegal ven-
dors compared to this time last year. 

2019 figures have soared to 8,155 
to date, with 7,004 articles seized 
after they were abandoned when 
their owners were taken by sur-
prise, and a further  1,051 follow-
ing arrests. These statistics over-
shadow those of 2018, when the 
number of items seized reached 
only 10,777 in the entire 12-month 
period.  

The head of Local Police, Javier 
Martín, points towards the in-
creased attention given to this il-
legal activity and this year’s early 
launch of Marbella’s preventative 
campaign as reasons for the rise. 

The campaign, which aims to 
deter illegal street vendors, this 
year was well under way before 
the start of the high season. The 
councillor responsible for Security, 
José Eduardo Díaz, says that Mar-

bella is “pioneering and exem-
plary” in its approach towards the 
fight against this illegal activity. 
“Although the crime has not been 
eradicated entirely, it has been no-
ticeably reduced,” Díaz says. 

Martín warns, however, that il-
legal vendors have “wisened up” 
to the police force’s new approach 
and are changing their habits as a 
result. 

Police officers also have to con-
tend with possibly dangerous situa-
tions, but Martín says that noth-
ing serious has happened since a 
police officer was assaulted a cou-
ple of years ago. He puts this lull 
down to the skill of the force.  

Statistics show that the major-
ity of vendors arrested are of Afri-
can origin, yet arrests have also 
been made of Central Europeans 
and South Americans.  

Police procedure upon arrest of 
a vendor depends upon whether  
the individual’s situation in Spain 
is legal. If legal, the vendor’s mer-
chandise is confiscated and pro-
ceedings begin for breaking the 
law. 

If the individual has entered 
Spain illegally, proceedings begin 
for their  deportation from the 
country. All products confiscated 
are destroyed in the Casares waste 
treatment plant.

Police crackdown on illegal 
street vending sees 
confiscations almost double

Beach bars provide clean-
up incentive 

ESTEPONA 
:: C. MÁRQUEZ. The town council 
and local beach bars in Estepona 
have launched a clean-up cam-
paign, with the slogan ‘Las orillas 
sin colillas’ (seashores without 
cigarette butts). 

Beachgoers are encouraged to 
clear the shoreline of cigarettes, 
with the incentive of a free beer 
or refreshment for every full glass 
of butts collected. 

The initiative will run until 15 
August.

Contract granted for 
beach erosion study  

MARBELLA 
:: N. CASTRO. The regional Minis-
try for Ecological Transition has 
authorised Betancourt Ingenieros 
S.L.P. to start planning solutions to 
end the erosion of Marbella’s 
beaches. 

The company has been granted 
42,428 euros and a deadline of eight 
months to carry out its investiga-
tive work on the coastline from La 
Venus to Punta del Ancón.

HERE AND THERE
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Longer hours for Nerja 
waste-recycling centre  

NERJA 
: :  E. C. The opening hours of 
Nerja’s Punto Limpio (recycling 
centre) have been extended  to 
7am until 9pm, Monday to Fri-
day and 7am until 1pm on Sat-
urdays. The site, which is lo-
cated in the Castillo Alto indus-
trial estate, can accept electri-
cal appliances, building waste, 
furniture, wood, fluorescent 
lights, mattresses, glass, plas-
tics, paper and cardboard.

Dog beach given ‘Q    
for Quality’ award 

TORRE DEL MAR 
:: E. C. Torre del Mar’s dog beach, 
which is situated to the west of 
the town, near the mouth of the 
Río Vélez, has been the first of 
its kind in Andalucía to be 
awarded Spain’s ‘Q for Quality’ 
tourism award, which is given 
by the Institución para Calidad 
Turística.  The beach was opened 
in August 2016 and measures 
4,000 square metres.

IN BRIEF

Low noise fireworks 
for Algarrobo feria 

ALGARROBO 
:: E. C.  Algarrobo town hall has 
announced that it will be using 
low-noise fireworks during its 
annual fair, which starts on 1 
August. It aims to be more pet 
and young-child friendly. There 
will also be quiet times at the fun 
fair: Thursday 1 August from 
10pm to 12am and Friday 2 and 
Saturday 3 from 9.30 to 10pm. 

Algarrobo launches 
dog mess campaign  

ALGARROBO 
::  J. R. Algarrobo town hall has 
sent letters to 500 dog owners 
along with dispensers containing 
bags for faeces and bottles which 
should be filled with vinegar and 
water to be used when their dogs 
urinate in public spaces. The let-
ters remind owners of a 300-euro 
fine for not cleaning up after their 
dogs or keeping them on a lead.

Five-year-old Ruth has 
been left severely brain 
damaged after an E. coli 
infection led to septic 
shock while in hospital 

:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 

COLMENAR. The parents of a five-
year-old girl who has been left se-
verely brain damaged after contract-
ing E. coli at the Materno hospital 
in Malaga have turned to social me-
dia to ask for financial help towards 
her treatment.  

Ruth, who lives in Colmenar in 
the Axarquía with her parents Glo-
ria Luque, 34 and Pascual Rando, 
37, and her four siblings, was diag-
nosed with leukemia in June 2017. 
She picked up an E. coli infection 
while in the hospital which lead to 
septic shock.  

Ruth was put into a medically 
induced coma for one month but 

“by some miracle,” according to her 
mother, came out of it when Glo-
ria was expecting her youngest 
child, Isaac, now one.  

Ruth was taken out of intensive 
care and moved to a ward to start 

her treatment for the leukemia, 
which included chemotherapy. 

However, the complications re-
sulting from the E. coli infection 
have left Ruth severely disabled and 
needing daily care, including physio-

therapy and speech therapy, which 
her parents are unable to afford.  

They have already had to adapt 
their apartment to be able to care 
for Ruth as well as have a ramp built 
so that they can get her up to their 
first-floor home as the building 
doesn’t have a lift. 

Pascual and Gloria explain that 
Ruth is entitled to two free sessions 
of physiotherapy and speech ther-
apy, but that their daughter “needs 
a lot more,” for which the family 
need to find the money to pay for 
the sessions. 

“Ruth needs daily massages for 
muscle pain, she is learning to eat 
and talk again and who knows, it’s 
our dream for her to walk again,” 
explains Gloria. 

Rando works for Benalmádena 
town hall as a cleaner and Luque 
has to stay at home to look after 
Ruth, along with her four siblings 
who are between the ages of one 
and eight. 

Last year Colmenar town hall 
raised 7,000 euros to buy a car for 
the family, and friends and family 
have also been helping out with the 
costs. Now Luque and Rando are 
hoping to raise 20,000 euros to go 
towards Ruth’s treatment via Go 
FundMe: ‘Todos Con Ruth’.

Parents of daughter with leukemia 
turn to social media for help

Pascual Rando and Gloria Luque with their five children. :: E. C.

:: E. C 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Vélez-
Málaga’s contemporary art cen-
tre, CAC, is showing an exhibi-
tion of late 20th and early 21st 
century pop art by artists from 
the UK, USA, Japan, Germany 
and Spain. The exhibition, Make 
Something Different, is being 
held in collaboration with To-
kyo’s Nanzuka Gallery and will 
run until 6 October. It features 
60 pieces by 25 artists including 
comic, animation, music, under-
ground, advertising, skate cul-
ture and artificial intelligence 
(AI). One of the most iconic in-
stallations is the Japanese artist 
Haroshi’s Astro Boy, and other 
artists include Kaws, Eric Parker, 
Oliver Payne, Keuchi and Yama-
guchi. The CAC is open from 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10am 
until 2pm and Sundays from 5 
to 8pm. Entrance is free.

Vélez-Málaga CAC 
partners with 
Tokyo gallery for 
pop art exhibition

A court in Madrid has    
said that Camilo de 
Ory’s tweets during 
Julen Rosselló’s rescue 
operation were 
“humiliating” 

:: EUROPA PRESS 

MADRID. A public prosecutor in 
Madrid has requested that a 49-
year-old man, who posted a series 
of “offensive” and “humiliating” 
tweets during the operation to res-
cue Julen Roselló from the bore 
hole in Totalán in January, be given 
an 18-month prison sentence for 
a crime against moral integrity. 

Camilo de Ory, 49, originally 
from Segovia, posted the tweets 
over a number of days as the coun-
try followed the agonising rescue 
operation, which ended when the 
two-year-old’s body was found. 

De Ory’s tweets, which were 

posted in Spanish, and included 
comments such as, “If Julen ate in 
Burger King, this wouldn’t have 
happened,” were “clearly deroga-
tory towards the dramatic situa-
tion the child and his parents were 
experiencing” and “aimed to ridi-

cule” the rescue, according to the 
prosecutor. 

The prosecutor’s recommenda-
tion also includes an 18-month ban 
on de Ory accessing social net-
works. A date for the trial has not 
been announced yet.

Public prosecutor requests 18 months 
in jail for “offensive” Julen tweets

Flashback to the rescue, and Camilo de Ory (inset). :: SUR
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EARTH MATTERS 

:: JENNIE RHODES 

TORRE DEL MAR. Swedish estate 
agent franchise, Fastighetsbyrån, 
which has seven offices along the 
Costa del Sol, is running a project 
with a view to being the first envi-
ronmentally friendly property com-
pany in Spain. While Lise Lotte Hall-
man, franchisee at the Torre del Mar 
branch and one of the key members 
of staff behind the project, admits 
that it’s “impossible to be completely 
carbon-neutral,” the company has set 
itself the target of becoming as car-
bon-neutral as possible by 2024. 

The Spain-based team met in Ali-
cante in May, where representatives 
from all 25 offices agreed to the plan. 
Lise explains that the idea came in 
part from a customer survey which 
asked how important sustainability 
policies were to their clients, in which 
67 per cent replied that they “ex-
pected” a professional company to 
include sustainability as part of their 
business model.  

CEO of Fastighetsbyrån Overseas, 
Daniel Nilsson, says that all mem-
bers of staff are really engaging with 
the project at all levels, and are keen 
to make it work. “For us as a company 
to be more sustainable, and not just 

do ‘corporate greenwashing,’ it is cru-
cial to involve all members of staff at 
all levels, and also at an early stage. 
We have to ‘live’ this new sustain-
able agenda to really make a change, 
otherwise it will end up being just 
another top-down management ini-
tiative ignored by the people in the 
company.” 

A big driver for Lise, 54, is her back-
ground as an environmental scien-
tist. Before moving to Spain six years 

ago, she spent seven years studying 
Environmental Science at university 
in her native Sweden, and went on 
to lecture on the subject. She also 
worked for many years in the field, 
in Sweden, New Zealand and Tanza-
nia, where she supervised different 
sustainability projects.  

Lise explains that she has a “life-
long concern about the environment,” 
which she says really started when 
she was about 15. She was brought 

up to be aware of the importance of 
sustainability and points out that 
many key events relating to environ-
mental issues have happened in Swe-
den, including the first major confer-
ence on the environment in Stock-
holm in 1972 and far earlier, the Swed-
ish scientist, Svante Arrhenius, was 
the first person to use basic princi-
ples of physical chemistry to calcu-
late estimates of the extent to which 
increases in carbon dioxide increase 
the Earth’s surface temperature in 
the late 19th Century. This discovery 
led American scientist, David Keel-
ing to demonstrate that human-
caused carbon dioxide emissions are 
large enough to cause global warm-
ing in the 1960s. 

When Lise moved to Spain and 
started working at the estate agents, 
she says that she wanted to apply her 
knowledge to the company to ensure 
that it became as sustainable as pos-
sible. She explains that the changes 
that the company are making can be 
“simple things” like switching off 
lights, to ensuring that appliances 
such as air conditioning units and re-
frigerators have the highest energy 
efficiency rating (A+++) as well as fil-
tering tap water instead of using plas-
tic bottles. Lise wants the company’s 
offices to be fitted with sustainable 

materials and reduce the amount of 
plastic. They already have a footnote 
at the end of emails sent to custom-
ers to ask them not to print some-
thing unless it is really necessary and 
have stopped providing prospective 
buyers with printed information 
about houses and instead email eve-
rything they need. She says that she 
has managed to show colleagues that 
by being environmentally friendly, 
the company can save money too, 
“switching lights off is really simple 
and the electricity bill is obviously 
lower,” she says as an example. 

Lise points out that many of their 
clients travel to Spain by plane to view 
and buy houses and therefore the 
company has a compensation policy, 
whereby they offset all journeys made 
by customers via their social respon-
sibility programmes, which include 
supporting charities like the UNESCO 
funded SOS Children’s Villages Inter-
national organisation and other ini-
tiatives. Locally, Lise is keen to get 
the company involved in events such 
as beach clean ups. 

While Lise admits that the com-
pany does not go as far as to only sell 
sustainable houses, they do make 
sure that as part of the information 
pack each new homeowner receives, 
there is information about how and 
where to recycle and where to buy 
sustainable items for houses, as well 
as giving information about using 
alternative energy. The company is 
looking at brokering arrangements 
with sustainable energy companies 
based in Spain to encourage their 
buyers to use sustainable energy 
where possible.

Lise Lotte Hallman. :: SUR

An estate agent on the Costa del Sol aims to be as sustainable as possible by 2024

An environmental business model

Daniel Nillson. :: SUR
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Girl, 15, freed from 
forced prostitution 

MALAGA 
:: SUR.  A 15-year-old Nigerian has 
been rescued from involuntary pros-
titution by Malaga police. Her young 
appearance and behaviour on the 
streets of the Guadalhorce district 
were what caught police attention, 
triggering what was to become a Na-
tional Police operation. 

The girl’s rescue revealed the hor-
ror of  sexual exploitation scheme, 
operating in the Malaga province 
and organised by a gang of Nigerian 
citizens. All 11 members of the gang 
have since been arrested. 

Six women, including the 15-
year-old girl, have been freed from 
sexual exploitation and forced pros-
titution. Each woman had been fed 
the false promise of a better qual-
ity of life in Europe, yet, upon arri-
val in Spain, had been subjected to 

cruel control by gang members and 
had been obligated to take part in 
prostitution. All money was stored 
in bank accounts opened using false 
identity documents. 

The arrested gang members 
now face charges of trafficking, 
forcing prostitution, and falsify-
ing documents.

Human skeletons found 
in La Cala de Mijas ditch 

MALAGA 
:: J.C / A.F. The skeletal remains of 
what appear to be a man and woman 
were discovered by a foreign resi-
dent in a ditch along the Entrerríos 
road last week. The bones were trans-
ferred to the forensic laboratory in 
Malaga, where a police and scien-
tific investigation is now under way. 
Initial tests indicate that the remains 
are over 20 years old.

Six months in prison for 
attacking a nurse 

MARBELLA 
:: C. M. Last Friday saw a man re-
ceive a six-month prison sentence 
for a 2016 attack against a nurse 
at Hospital Costa del Sol, and a 
further three-month sentence 
for the injuries caused. 

The culprit is also expected to 
pay compensation to the victim. 
The sentence will be suspended 
if the man pays a total of 4,000 
euros. 

The incident occurred in 2016, 
when the culprit carried out an 
unprovoked attack against an 
A&E nurse while he was a hospi-
tal patient, causing injuries to the 
nurse’s neck and arm. Medical as-
sistance was required. 

Sources say that this is not an 
isolated incident; aggressive be-
haviour from patients is common 
at the Hospital Costa del Sol, with 
41 cases reported last year, and 
those occurring in the A&E de-
partment accounting for 63.41 
per cent of incidents.

Attempted robbery in 
Puerto Banús jeweller’s 

MARBELLA 
:: C.M. The quick reactions of a vigi-
lant shop assistant stopped a coor-
dinated group of criminals, attempt-
ing to rob a Marbella jeweller’s, in 
its tracks. A Colombian man and 
two women, aged 27, 37 and 48, 
were arrested when their plan to 
distract the employee and steal jew-
els worth millions failed. Police are 
searching for a fourth person.

A five-year-old girl in 
Estepona and a two-year-
old in Torremolinos 
needed emergency help 

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA.  Quick thinking staff 
in one instance and knowledge of 
CPR in another were key to saving 
the lives of two small girls last week. 
Both had slipped into pools in differ-
ent hotel establishments along the 
Costa del Sol.  

The first and more dramatic of the 
incidents took place in the Pierre & 
Vacances complex,  east of Estepona. 
A five-year-old French girl fell into 
the water without her parents real-
ising and she was discovered uncon-
scious by a swimmer moments later. 

As the complex descended into 
chaos, 57-year-old Miguel Ángel Gil 
and another holidaymaker began 
to perform CPR while an ambulance 
was called. After several minutes 
of compressions, the girl vomited 
up the swallowed water and re-
gained consciousness, before being 

taken to hospital to recover over 
several days. Gil is now calling for 
first aid courses to be made obliga-
tory for staff in public places and 
school pupils. 

In Torremolinos, panic also en-
sued at the Amaragua Hotel in the 
La Carihuela area after a two-year-
old Spanish toddler slipped into the 
pool while her parents were talk-

ing. Despite the water being 
crowded with swimmers, the ea-
gle-eyed lifeguard spotted the girl 
struggling and immediately rescued 
her, forcing out all the water she 
had swallowed. The child was taken 
to Hospital Materno Infantil de 
Málaga where medics confirmed 
that no lasting damage had been 
done.

Drama at hotels’ pools as two young 
children are saved from drowning

:: ÁLVARO FRÍAS / JUAN 
CANO 

MALAGA. A British man has been 
arrested on suspicion of raping a 
19-year-old British woman during 
her holiday in Marbella. 

Reports of the crime were made 
by the woman herself, who ap-
peared at Hospital Costa del Sol, 
claiming that she had been the vic-
tim of sexual assault.  

The alleged attack occurred dur-
ing a night out drinking, when the 
woman, accompanied by her fe-
male friend, went out into town, 
having consumed a large quantity 

of alcohol.  
It was in the streets of Marbella 

that the two women met a group 
of young British men, who later 
invited the pair to continue their 
party at an apartment belonging 
to one man from the group. 

It was there that one of the men 
allegedly took advantage of the 19-
year-old’s inebriated state, follow-
ing her into the bathroom and clos-
ing the door behind him.  

The young woman recalls being 
raped by the British man, who, ac-
cording to the 19-year-old’s accu-
sations, continued despite her ask-

ing him to stop. She claims that 
her drunken state was what inhib-
ited her from screaming for help. 
The woman was later able to es-
cape from the apartment. 

Following the report made at 
Marbella’s hospital, Local Police 
were immediately informed, and 
officers from the Family and 
Women department have since 
taken on the investigation.  

Tracking down the accused 
proved a challenging task for po-
lice, due to the victim’s limited 
ability to provide a detailed de-
scription of her attacker. Never-
theless, a young man with match-
ing characteristics was eventually 
spotted and the arrest was made. 
The Briton has since been released 
on bail while the investigation is 
under way. 

Man arrested over alleged rape of 
British tourist in Marbella apartment

The pool at the Pierre & Vacances complex in Estepona. :: SUR

Cash from prostitution. :: SUR
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I
n July and August many 
traders and money manag-
ers will swap the stress of 
the office and staring into 

a Bloomberg terminal for relax-
ing on a beach staring across a 
glittering azul blue sea. Today’s 
stock market is a ‘frenetic’ trad-
ing machine lubricated and fu-
elled by a 24-hour entertain-
ment cycle masquerading as 
news. Most will close their po-
sitions to go on holiday, carry-
ing the ice box instead of risk in 
the market. 

Money managers are paid to 
produce what the industry calls 
‘Alpha’, a measure of the return 
that they can generate on a 
given amount of capital over 
and above ‘Beta’, a measure of 
return achieved by the market. 
In essence they are paid to ‘beat 
the market’ - to ‘beat the mar-
ket is to win’. The question fac-
ing many investors is how to 
win? On their own or with pro-
fessional advice? Data shows 
that the majority of profes-
sional active investment fund 
managers will lose to the mar-
ket by on average the amount 
of the fees and costs. So it is not 
a question of if you will fail to 
achieve the market rate of re-
turn by yourself or the manager 
you hire, but when?  

But what is winning all 
about for you, your family or 
institution? This has every-
thing to do with you not the 
market. What is your financial 
position? How much capital 
can you allocate to invest? How 
much interest do you have in 
the markets? How knowledge-
able are you? Do you become 
fearful when prices go up and 
down sometimes violently? Are 
you interested in a steady 
stream of income or a rate of re-

turn over the long term? 
The most important decision 

you make as an investor is 
about time preference. For how 
long can you reasonably tie up 
your capital? The longer the 
time preference over which the 
capital may be invested, the 
greater the potential for 
growth and reward. What Al-
bert Einstein referred to as the 
miracle of compounding - the 
steady compounding over time 
of growth from earnings and 
dividend income provided by 
businesses, and a steady stream 
of interest payments from 
bonds.  

Rather than fail, most of us 
will ‘win’ and succeed well 
above the average active man-
ager if we ‘index’. Match what 
the market is doing and then 
stay the course. It is a discipline 
which has now been developed 
well enough for us to be able to 
buy very low cost index funds. 
Provided that we stick with the 
plain vanilla broad-based, 
deeply liquid, very low-cost in-
dex funds with small tracking 
error, in a sensible diversified 
strategy, we will achieve a bet-
ter investment outcome than 
we would otherwise have re-
ceived. Allowing us to focus on 
what really matters in our lives 
and relax.  

 
 
 

The author is an investment 
counsellor and member of the 
Society of Trustees and Estate 
Practitioners. The comments 

and observations by the author 
are a reflection of his opinion 

and do not constitute an offer to 
buy and hold securities, nor does 

he receive any remuneration of 
any kind from names referred to. 

THE BIGGER PICTURE 
JEREMY BLATCH 

 

PROTECTING WEALTH  

WHILE LOOKING  

AFTER HEALTH

   jb@ehh.gi 

The large volume of 
foreign business has led 
the creation of these 
types of centres in 
Marbella, of which there 
are now more than ten  

:: ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 

MARBELLA. Productivity, visibil-
ity and commercial relationships 
with  businesses of all types. These 
are the main advantages that ‘co-

working’ can offer, the work model 
becoming popular all over the world, 
including in Marbella.  

More than a space, it is a philoso-
phy: co-working goes further than 
the concept of shared offices, it 
looks  for synergy between the pro-
fessionals that work in them. “These 
spaces are the future,” says foun-
der of Esperanza 11, a co-working 
space in San Pedro which opened 
in 2013. Andalucia Lab opened the 
same year, offering training serv-
ices and consultancy in a digital en-

vironment. “Professionals have all 
of the resources that we have avail-
able at their disposal, such as meet-
ing and seminar rooms,” the com-
pany explained.  

The main goal of co-working is 
to create a unique space which 
boasts all the same facilities as a 
regular office - and more. Fast inter-
net connection, printers, water, cof-
fee, air conditioning or heating are 
some of the services usually offered 
in these types of spaces. “The re-
sources that we offer are equal to 
those in any office, but with very 
competitive prices, which makes it 
a good option when people are look-
ing for a place to work,” they say at 
Esperanza 11. 

“There are clients from all over 
the world, it is a very multicultural 
and international town,” say respre-
sentatives of Our Space which has 
locations in both Marbella and Du-
bai. This has been the main reason 
for success of co-working in Mar-
bella: the huge amount of foreign 
businesses looking for this type of 
space in the city.    

The spaces, of which there are 
now more than ten in Marbella, see 
professionals off all kinds walk-
through their doors: architects, so-
cial workers, graphic designers and 
entrepreneurs, among others. 

Co-working, a workplace 
philosophy taking off in Marbella

The co-working space Andalucía Lab opened in 2013. :: SUR

:: LUCÍA PALACIOS 

MADRID. The government has won 
a case against Deliveroo, the bicy-
cle food-delivery company. The So-
cial Security department objected 
to all the riders at the company 
working as self-employed when, it 
claimed, they were carrying out 
work exclusively for that company. 

The Social Security argued that 
Deliveroo was avoiding an obliga-
tion to pay company social security 
contributions by not taking on the 
riders as its own employees. 

This case is considered important 
because of its scale. Government in-
vestigators analysed the contractual 
status of 532 riders who were giv-
ing their services in Madrid between 
October 2015 and June 2017 and 

they asked for 1.2 million euros in 
unpaid contributions from the firm. 

The judge said that the riders were 
obliged to follow Deliveroo proce-
dures and therefore couldn’t be con-
sidered self-employed.  

The government 
wins its battle with 
Deliveroo over 
social security 
contributions

A Deliveroo rider at work. :: E. GAILLARD / REUTERS
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IN BRIEF

New historical memory 
magazine launched 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D. BARTLETT. Thursday 18 July 
saw the presentation in La Línea 
and Gibraltar of a new magazine 
‘Cuatro Esquinas’, published by 
the Forum for Historical Memory 
in the Campo de Gibraltar in col-

laboration with the Gibraltar gov-
ernment. The colour magazine, 
which is quarterly, is in Spanish 
and English. “Gibraltar and the 
Campo area share a historical 
memory  that can inspire both peo-
ples to build a future in common,” 
said Andrés Rebolledo, the presi-
dent of the forum, about the Civil 
War and the repression under 
Franco.

Lord Patten to deliver 
Governor’s Lecture 
 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. It has been announced that 
Lord Patten, who is a former Gov-
ernor of Hong Kong and Euro-
pean Commissioner for External 
Relations among other posts, will 
deliver the Governor’s Lecture at 
the Gibraltar International Lit-
erary Festival which takes place 
from 14 to 17 November. 

Video of border closure 
exhibition launched 

GIBRALTAR 
:: D.B. Those who missed the ex-
hibition to mark the 50th anni-
versary of the border closure can 
now see it on a video produced by 
the Gibraltar National Archive. The 
film can be found on the Archive 
website www.nationalarchives.gi, 
together with the video ‘Frontier 
- Gibraltarians on frontier closure 
and the closed frontier years’. 

The magazine presentation at John Mackintosh Hall. :: SUR

The items found are 
believed to date from 
different periods and 
experts believe some 
may come from 
wrecked ships  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Excavation works 
for the frontier tunnel under the 
airport have revealed ancient re-
mains including items which are 
thought to have come from 
wrecked ships. The remains were 
found six metres down, in the sand. 

All excavation works of this type 
in Gibraltar are monitored by ar-
chaeologists, and on this occasion 
they are particularly excited by the 
find. 

 There are nearly 200 fragments 
of Roman ceramics of varying sizes, 
thought to be from different peri-
ods and origins. These include pieces 
of Terra sigillata Africana (a type of 
high quality reddish ceramic which 
was very common in Roman times) 
along with remains of amphorae 
from the Late Period (3rd to 5th cen-
turies AD), possibly from the region 
of Lusitania (the Roman province 
that covered what is now Portugal 
and the province of Extremadura).  

Some of the fragments of am-
phorae can be placed between the 
1st century BC. and the 1st century 
AD. These are common in the south 
of the Iberian Peninsula, and in the 
area of the Strait of Gibraltar they 
were usually used to transport prod-
ucts derived from the salting of 
fish, including the garum sauce, 
which was highly valued in Roman 
kitchens.   

The fragments of Terra sigillata 
Africana ceramics seem to be from 
a later period – possibly between 
the 4th and 5th centuries AD - and 

as is common in this type of ceram-
ics, they contain embossed or pat-
terned decorations.   

 A human skull was also found, 
which a very preliminary analysis 
suggests may have belonged to a 
middle-aged man.  

 Heritage Minister Dr John 
Cortes says these latest finds re-
flect Gibraltar’s diverse history. 
“One day you are looking at WWII 
structures, the next, artefacts dat-
ing to the Great Siege and the fol-
lowing day to Roman times,” he 
explains. 

Ancient ceramic items found in 

frontier tunnel excavation works

Historians and archaeologists are excited by this latest find. :: SUR

GIBRALTAR
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:: SUR 

MADRID. Spain’s MPs will go into 
their summer breaks without hav-
ing chosen a new prime minister. Pe-
dro Sánchez, PSOE Socialist party 
leader, didn’t secure enough votes in 
two rounds of voting this week in the 
Madrid Congreso after failing to gain 
the support of left-wing Unidas Po-
demos (UP) for his candidacy. 

Sánchez will now try to keep ne-
gotiating with parties ahead of a 23 
September constitutional deadline 

for any other attempted investiture. 
But on Thursday lunchtime, after 
the second stage of the two-vote proc-
ess, the position of the PSOE, who 
won most seats but not a majority in 
April’s general election, and UP 
seemed further apart than ever. 

 UP had asked for direct ministe-
rial control of social and employment 
policy, as well as tax, in a form of coa-
lition, however, despite an apparent 
thawing in relations last weekend, 
the UP proposal was roundly rejected 

by the PSOE in the end.  
The investiture debate began on 

Monday and a first vote of MPs took 
place on Tuesday lunchtime. Sán-
chez needed an absolute majority 
of MPs to be declared next PM. How-
ever he secured only 124, his own 
MPs plus one other, which was short 
of the 176 needed. 

Following parliamentary proce-
dure, Congreso was summoned 48 
hours later on Thursday, when all the 
PSOE needed was more ‘yes’ votes 

The PSOE Socialist party 
leader was unable to do 
a ‘partnership’ deal  with 
Unidas Podemos in time  
for him to be appointed 
as next prime minister 

Sánchez fails to win MPs’ support

A serious Sánchez next to Carmen Calvo at Thursday’s session. :: EP Pablo Iglesias addresses MPs in the first round debate on Tuesday. :: EP

High-flying guests at 
ambassador’s farewell 

MADRID 
::  SUR.  Showing UK influence in 
Spain, among the guests at the fare-
well drinks for ambassador, Simon 
Manley, earlier this month, were;  
IAG (BA and Iberia owner) president, 
Malaga-educated Antonio Vázquez; 
Asís Martín, head of Europa Press; 
and Carolina España, Malaga MP.

IN BRIEF

Asís Martín (l), Manley (c), España (2nd r) and IAG’s Vázquez. :: F. L.

EU takes Spain to court 
over poor air quality 

MADRID 
:: SUR.  The European Commission 
has reported Spain to the European 
Court of Justice for failing to com-
ply with air quality standards  in 
Madrid, Barcelona and the Vallès-
Baix Llobregat area of Catalonia. It 
says that these areas have an ex-
cessive amount of nitrogen diox-
ide, based on European laws that 
have been in place since 2008. 

:: JENNIE RHODES 

MALAGA. Citizens’ groups rep-
resenting Britons in Spain have 
reacted to the appointment of Bo-
ris Johnson as the UK’s new prime 
minister. Johnson gave his first 
speech outside 10 Downing Street 
on Wednesday afternoon, during 
which he promised that the UK 
would come out of the EU on 31 
October, “no ifs, no buts,” and that 
he would get “a better deal”. 

Anne Hernandez, president of 
Brexpats in Spain, said, “If he main-
tains the 31 October deadline with 
his ‘do or die’ statement resulting 
in a no-deal Brexit it will be the 
worst possible outcome for us. It 
is time those who support a no 
deal understand how it will put 
many of our lives in jeopardy.”  

Sue Wilson, Chair of Bremain 
in Spain, reacted to the news, say-
ing, “Johnson’s Brexit is a fantasy, 
and a Brexiter prime minister sur-
rounded by a Brexiter cabinet does 
not change the parliamentary 
arithmetic. As he was largely re-
sponsible for getting the country 
in this mess in the first place, he 
now must claim ownership.”

Citizens’ groups in 
Spain react to 
Boris Johnson’s 
appointment as 
UK prime minister

Johnson at 10 Downing St. :: EP
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W
e now know that  
Pablo Iglesias’ Uni-
das Podemos (UP) 
didn’t support Pe-

dro Sánchez’s Socialists (the 
PSOE) in Thursday’s second in-
vestiture vote. The two party 
leaders have been trying to form 
a coalition government ever since 
April 29th’s inconclusive general 
election, but on Wednesday eve-
ning, sources close to the PSOE 
revealed that the negotiations 
had failed. Sánchez maintains 
that Iglesias is too far to the left 
of the Socialists when it comes to 
economics, although it’s debat-
able whether the difference here 
is as significant as he makes out. 
The failure of their negotiations 
also proves that neither politician 
has realised the importance of 
compromise in Spain’s fractured 
political landscape. 

Throughout his talks with 
Sánchez, Iglesias has been push-
ing for cabinet positions for UP 

members as well as control of the 
ministry for Work. But the PSOE 
leader said this week that hand-
ing crucial economic depart-
ments to his potential partner 
would risk alienating businesses. 
The Socialists are hardly “Party 
Number One” in this respect, 
though: shortly after winning 
April’s election, Sánchez an-
nounced his intention to raise 
billions more per year in reve-
nues, partly by increasing corpo-
ration tax. Podemos and the PSOE 
differ only in degree when it 
comes to how to deal with com-
panies, which in principle should 
make it easier, not harder, for the 
two parties to form a coalition.  

Not that such a partnership 
would go down well in Spain’s 
business world, accustomed as it 
is to years of corporate-friendly 
conservative rule. Indeed, it’s 
mainly to reverse Mariano Ra-
joy’s labour market reforms - 
which favoured employers over 

employees - that Iglesias wants 
to control the ministry of La-
bour. Instead, in the latest deal 
presented by Sánchez, the UP 
was offered a deputy prime min-
isterial role and control of the de-
partments of Housing and Social 
Economy, Health and Social Af-
fairs and Consumer Affairs and 
Equality - ministries that the 
PSOE leader clearly isn’t too con-
cerned about.   

There’s also a more fundamen-
tal reason that Sánchez is unwill-
ing to go halves with Podemos 
when it comes to running the 
country. After winning the last 
election, the Socialist leader 
promised businesses that he 
wouldn’t allow Iglesias to desta-
bilise the Spanish economy, just 
as he promised his supporters 
that he’d keep the right out of 
national office. But if he wants to 
govern, he can’t do both. With 
time running out, Sánchez 
should look to Albert Rivera’s 
centrist Ciudadanos - the only 
other party with which the So-
cialists would possess a parlia-
mentary majority - to form a gov-
ernment. The PSOE leader is un-
derstandably concerned that 
such a coalition would be defined 
by compromise, as all coalitions 
are - but if he wants a second 
term as prime minister, he’ll 
have to deal with imperfection. 
In modern Spanish politics, 
there’s simply no other way to 
govern.

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

 

DEAL WITH IT

than ‘no’ votes. 
As expected, the PSOE didn’t tri-

umph here either, gaining 124 yes 
votes again. If there is still no break 
through by 23 September, parlia-
ment will be dissolved and a fresh 
general election could be held as 
early as 10 November.  

Explaining why the PSOE had 
not reached a deal with UP, acting 
deputy prime minister and chief 
negotiator for the PSOE, Carmen 
Calvo, said, “UP has tried all along 
to negotiate from a position that 
doesn’t match the votes it got and 
its representation versus ours.” 

UP offer still open 
Calvo said that UP leader Pablo 
Iglesias had rejected the PSOE 
offer of certain roles but instead 
“they have literally asked us for 
the government. What would be 
left for the PSOE to take forward 
its electoral programme?” she 
added, referring to UP’s request 
to have the ministries control-
ling tax and spending plans. She 
added that even with UP, the 
right numbers for investiture 
aren’t guaranteed, depending as 
well on the goodwill of the PNV 
Basque nationalist party and the 
ERC left-wing Catalan republi-
can party. She also questioned 
UP’s commitment to a united 
Spanish state rather than ap-
peasement for separatists.  

In the debating chamber on 
Thursday, UP leader Pablo Iglesias 
reassured the PSOE, saying that 
he was looking for “responsibility 
for areas, not seats at the table” 

and that his offer to be a “preferred 
partner” of the PSOE was still 
open, provided that the UP was 
treated with “respect”. 

 Absolute majority required.   
In Tuesday’s first vote by MPs in 
Congreso, Pedro Sánchez failed 
to win the 176 votes needed in 
the 350-seat chamber.   

 Votes in favour.   124 (the 
PSOE’s own MPs plus one Cant-
abrian regionalist).   

 Votes against.   170 ‘no’ votes 
from PP, Ciudadanos, Vox, ERC, 
Junts per Catalunya, Navarra 
Suma and Coalición Canaria. 

 Abstentions.   52:  Unidas Po-
demos, PNV, Compromís and 
Bildu.

FIRST VOTE RESULT 

 Simple majority required.   In 
Thursday’s second vote, accord-
ing to the constitution, it was 
enough to get more ‘yes’ votes 
than ‘no’ votes.     

 Votes in favour.   124. No 
change on the first round.  

 Votes against.   155.  

 Abstentions.   67. ERC changed 
its ‘no’ votes to abstentions. 

SECOND VOTE RESULT



 
July 26th to August 1st 2019 

SUR IN ENGLISHNEWS24

THIS WEEK IN PICTURES

:: ANTONIO J. GUERRERO

More than 50 vintage cars and their 
owners met in Antequera last Satur-
day for the town’s first ever Classic 
Vehicles of Antequera Meeting. 

CLASSIC CARS 

COME TOGETHER 

IN ANTEQUERA

:: JOSELE

British singer Sting took to the stage at Starlite on Tuesday night to per-
form some of his most famous hits, such as Roxanne and Every Little 
Thing She Does is Magic, to a crowd of excited fans, exclaiming in Span-
ish he was “very happy to be here for the second time”. 

STING TAKES TO THE 

STARLITE STAGE  FOR 

THE SECOND TIME

:: JOSELE

Former Supertramp frontman Roger 
Hodgson hit the stage at Starlite last Sat-
urday, starting his set with a performance 
of Take the Long Way Home First. 

SUPERTRAMP 

DOES 

STARLITE 

:: SALVADOR SALAS

Gamepolis hosted more than 60,000 
video game enthusiasts last weekend, with 
fans dressing as their favourite characters, 
competing in games and attending talks.

GAMERS 

GATHER FOR 

GAMEPOLIS

Queen tribute God 
Save the Queen 
dazzled in the Nerja 
Caves last Friday, 
with front man Pa-
blo Padin belting 
out the band’s 
iconic hits. Fans 
were left somewhat 
disappointed, how-
ever, when the trib-
ute act took to the 
stage 40 minutes 
late. 

QUEEN 

TRIBUTE IN 

NERJA CAVES 

:: HUGO CORTÉS
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O
ne of the most hilari-
ous facets of profes-
sional football is when 
a substitution is about 

to be made and the man-
ager/trainer stands next to the 
player about to come on, leans 
right into him and gesticulates 
wildly and  incomprehensibly 
while shouting a load of gobble-
dygook in the poor bloke’s ear. The 
funny bit is the look of utter be-
musement on substitute’s face as 
he clearly fails to understand any 
of the instructions on offer. 

 That self same expression of be-
wilderment is the one I’m sure I 
must wear when witnessing some 
of the antics people get up to down 
at The Shakespeare. Just last night 
at the quiz we had a team, only 
half of whom ordered a drink. I ex-
plained politely that it’s free to 
play but each person must have 
something because the game takes 
three hours to prepare and, well, 
you know, it’s a business and all 

that. The two people in question 
trudged reluctantly  to the bar to 
order and came back with a packet 
of crisps each. No, really. On one 
of the hottest nights of the year, 
two young men were actually will-
ing and able to sit for an hour and 
a half without drinking anything 
at all and munching on some 
Pringles. They didn’t win the quiz 
- or any prizes for joie de vivre, for 
that matter. 

My favourite did-that-really-
just-happen? moment was the 
memorable occasion when a short 
little chap asked me to turn the 
music down a bit so his wife could 
breast feed their baby. Unable to 
discern how those two things could 
possibly be remotely connected, 
I simply thought ‘Blimey, poor 
child’, and turned the volume up 
a tad. They didn’t even notice. 

Running that remarkable inci-
dent a close second was the young 
lad who strolled into the bar re-
cently looking around inquisitively 

for a minute or so, before ap-
proaching me directly. 

‘Toilet?’ 
‘If you mean, ‘Excuse me, please,  

where’s the toilet?’, it’s through 
that door. Are you a customer?’ 

‘No, I’m eating on the terrace 
of the restaurant opposite.’ 

‘Well, you should probably use 
their bathroom then.’ 

‘Yours is nearer.’ 
‘Get out before I offer you a 

swirlie in our ‘nearer’ toilet.’ 
Ok, I didn’t really say that last 

bit but certainly gave the cheeky 
tyke short shrift. 

We should keep a record of all 
this, I suppose since some of it 
really is first class comedy.  

Cheers remains one of the fun-
niest TV series ever screened and 
I’d always imagined it to have been 
penned by a crack team of script-
writers. Knowing what I know 
now, it was probably just some 
bloke who once owned a bar and 
kept a diary.

Bemusement arcade
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

W
ith the anniversary 
celebrations of the 
first Moon landing, 
it’s the right time to 

look back at just how far we’ve come 
in half a century. 

This is a useful exercise as so much 
has happened since 1969 that it’s easy 
to reduce the Moon landing meta-
phor to just a few small steps for man-
kind. Besides, you’d probably agree 
with me that, these days, there’s a 
big element of rose-tinted nostalgia 
around those pictures of families hud-
dled around their black and white TV 
sets to witness, with the help of the 
commentator, the achievement of 
Collins, Armstrong and Aldrin. Per-
haps because, here in Spain, we were 
where we were in 1969, apart from 
seeming like science fiction in a coun-

try that still believed in the super-
natural power of holy water from a 
baptismal font, it made us see beyond 
the grey mirror that our grandparents 
and parents were forced to look at 
themselves in. 

That broadcast was, in reality, a 
window on the World, a place where 

sometimes impossible dreams came 
true and humans had a future beyond 
the murkiness that the sanctimoni-
ous had woven into our collective 
imagination of post civil war and daily 
mass. 

The regime was at that time 
blighted by corruption, with Falang-

ist and technocrats fighting it out 
within Franco’s government, dissent 
that the dictator put down without 
explanation, as was his way of remov-
ing adversaries and critics. 

And so, against that background, 
Spaniards gathered around a small 
screen to watch a flight into space 
that, in effect, transported our hopes 
to those scientific and technological 
advances that we all enjoy today. In 
a nutshell, towards a better world. 

But we’ve also left something be-
hind on that journey. Today televi-
sion is hardly a guiding light. On the 
contrary, it’s become a showplace for 
trashy people, where the most 
watched personalities, not having 
much clue, sometimes coming 
straight out of jail, compete to show 
off their total illiteracy. Add to this 

that group of social influencers, where 
between YouTubers, footballers who 
dribble away from the taxman, tweet-
ers who only resort to insults and 
talking heads paid to say what they 
say, and what we have is public de-
bate built around hate.  

On top of this politicians don’t for 
one minute come close to those from 
the era of the transition to democ-
racy, those who steered the country 
to a common destiny, away from the 
terrible echoes of the Spanish Civil 
War. These days the politicians flit 
between ministries aiming to retire 
with as little effort as possible. 

Yes, 50 years later, we are better 
off, of course we are. But in some 
things we’re still looking up at the 
Moon. Let’s see if things improve af-
ter the summer holidays. 

Looking up to the 
Moon

ANTONIO ORTÍN

Have-a-go-hero 

We cannot believe that it has 
taken over 4 years to adminis-
ter justice in this case (‘Prose-
cution agrees that man who 
killed a mugger should be spared 
jail’, page 15, SUR in English July 
19th to 25th). 

Borja should be awarded a 
medal for bravery due to his 
public-spirited action in assist-
ing a woman who was being at-
tacked by a robber ( she could 
have been killed). 

Common sense dictates that 
the robber died accidentally in 
the resultant struggle and if any 
compensation is to be paid it 
should go to Borja and not the 
robber’s family. 
BRIAN JOHNSTON 

TORREQUEBRADA 

Public transport 

I have to agree with Peter Edg-
erton (SUR in English, July 19th 
to 25th) that the public trans-
port here is (some might say sur-
prisingly) quite good. 

I’ve never known the Cer-
canías airport train to run late, 
the buses here in Malaga come 
regularly and are fully air condi-
tioned and there are taxis to be 
hailed everywhere. 

It’s just a shame that the trans-
port between major cities here 
in the south is so bad - not to 
mention expensive!  
JEREMY CLARK 

MALAGA 

Balconying 

Re:  ‘Girlfriend of British man 
who died in Magaluf balcony fall 

speaks out’, page 20, SUR in Eng-
lish July 19th to 25th, perhaps if 
most of these tourists didn’t 
spend most of their holidays 
drinking (starting at the airports 
and on the flights) and annoy-
ing other tourists and people that 
have to deal with them, like po-
lice and hospital staff, I might be 
able to feel sympathy for them . 

A lot of them don’t bother 
to take out travel insurance and 
expect other people to help 
with the repatriation of them, 
via social media.  
SUSAN CORTES 

BY EMAIL 

Climate deniers 

It never ceases to surprise me 
seeing the numbers of people, 
when faced by news about the 
changes to our climate (which 
your paper has been covering 
for a couple of weeks now) still 
doubt the science and just 
blindly refuse to acknowledge 
any need for change. 

Let’s just pretend for one mo-
ment that the science is wrong 
and that it’s all a hoax... Is it such 
a bad idea to reduce pollution 
in our air and in our seas? 

Or is that too much effort? 
It only takes small changes 

from each of us (reducing meat 
consumption even if it’s just a 
little bit, taking bags with us 
when we go to the shops, try-
ing to buy local products etc.) 

Sadly the response from most 
people is: “What does it matter 
to me? I won’t be around when 
it happens.” Wake up - it’s al-
ready happening. 
MILES MARTIN 

BY EMAIL
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I had a dream 

that the village 
was full of 

mermaids, centaurs, 
elves and 
children

 
Don‛t be 

silly! Children 
don‛t exist...

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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C
aroline Krabbe has 
lived in the Axar-
quía ever since her 
parents decided to 
move to Spain from 
Denmark in 1981 

when she was just 10 years old. 
Caroline was educated at the local 
schools in Frigiliana and recalls 
that the teachers “didn’t really 
know what to do with the foreign 
kids”, adding “we didn’t speak the 
language”. Caroline and her sister, 
Luise Haugen, were among only a 
handful of non-Spanish children 
attending the village’s school in 
the 1980s.  

Caroline, 47, comes from a fam-
ily of artists. Her father, Arne  
Haugen Sørensen, is a painter 
while her mother, Dorthe Steen-
buch Krabbe, is a ceramist and also 
runs the family’s Krabbe Gallery 
in Frigilina. Her uncle, Jørgen 
Haugen Sørensen, is also an artist. 

Her parents made the move “be-
cause of the light here in the south 
of Spain,” Caroline explains. The 
gallery, which opened in 2004,  ex-
hibits temporary exhibitions by 
other artists, but the main focus 
is on Arne’s work. 

Both she and her sister have fol-
lowed in their parents’ footsteps. 
Caroline uses felt-tip pens to cre-
ate the most fascinating and de-
tailed pictures of “anything” that 
comes into her head, from what 
she hears on the news -“I listen to 
the radio a lot while I’m working,” 
she says - to images of life in the 
Axarquía. 

The pictures look as if they are 
collages of small drawings, but she 
explains that it’s one piece of pa-
per, on which she starts at the bot-
tom and works up. 

She also paints, as does Luise, 
who has since returned to Den-
mark. Caroline explains that she 
is self-taught and she is currently 
studying History of Art at the Uni-
versity of Malaga.  

The artist is now married to an 
Argentinean, Guillermo, with 
whom she has two grown up chil-
dren. Her daughter is a photogra-
pher and lives locally, while her 
son is following in the footsteps 

of his father and is studying to be 
a dentist. 

Multilingual 
Unsurprisingly, Caroline is fluent 
in Spanish and also speaks excel-
lent English. She says that she 
hasn’t forgotten Danish either as 
the family uses their native lan-

guage when speaking to each other. 
“I have always kept reading books 
in Danish to maintain my native 
language,” she adds. While Caro-
line, unlike her sister, decided to 
stay in Spain, she makes regular 
trips back to Denmark and has 
many friends and contacts, espe-
cially with other artists, in her     

native country. 
In fact Caroline belongs to an art 

group in Denmark called VISUEL, 
which is currently exhibiting at the 
Museo de Nerja. Caroline explains 
that the group has been together for 
three years and there are 10 mem-
bers, all of whom are Danish. 

Caroline travels to Denmark twice 

a year specifically to meet up with 
her fellow members. This year they 
have decided to come to her. “We al-
ways look for interesting places to 
exhibit and we are happy to wait un-
til a good place comes up,” Caroline 
explains. One of the first exhibitions 
the group held was in the Galeria 
Krabbe in 2016. 

The latest exhibition opened on 
Thursday 18 July and will be on 
until 25 August. The title of the 
exhibition is ‘Underground’ as it’s 
in the basement of the museum, 
which in turn is linked to the Nerja 
Caves. “Each of the artists was 
asked to produce three interrelat-
ing pieces with the theme, ‘under-
ground’,” explains Caroline. 

Some came up with work related 
to underground spaces such as 
caves, the sea or underground chap-
els, like at the Real Alcázar in 
Seville or the Basilica Cistern in 
Istanbul. Others have gone for their 
own interpretations of under-
ground movements, including a 
representation of the Russian femi-
nist punk rock group, Pussy Riot, 
next to an image of the country’s 
president Vladimir Putin. 

Caroline explains that seven of 
the 11 participating artists are trav-
elling to the area for the exhibi-
tion and during preparations when 
I caught up with her she admitted 
that many were “feeling the heat 
of Nerja in July!” 

Caroline has also exhibited in 
Denmark, Germany, Los Angeles, 
Brazil and London and says that 
she is “delighted” to be curating 
the exhibition in the place she   
considers her home.

Following in the 
family’s footsteps

Local artist, 
Caroline 
Krabbe, is 
originally 
from 
Denmark but 
has lived in 
the Axarquía 
with her 
family for 37 
years. She is 
curating an 
exhibition of 
Danish artists 
at the Museo          
de Nerja over 
the summer

IN THE FRAME

Caroline Krabbe. :: AMANDA ARANCIBIA HAUGEN SØRENSEN

“I have always read 
books in Danish so I can 
maintain my native 
language”

JENNIE 
RHODES

z·   Further information  : 
www.carolinekrabbe.com 
Museo de Nerja, Plaza de 
España, 10am - 7pm every day
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A
ntonio Machado Ruiz 
was a Spanish poet and 
one of the leading fig-
ures of the literary 

movement known as the Genera-
tion of ’98. Son of the celebrated 
Spanish folklorist Demófilo, 
Machado was born in Seville on 26 
July 1875, one year after his brother 
Manuel - also a poet and prominent 
member of the Generation of ’98. 

Machado, described as someone 
who ‘spoke in verse and lived in po-
etry’, was born in the Palacio de las 
Dueñas, the former residence of 
the Duchess of Alba, and his works 
include several references to the 
years he spent at the luxurious 
abode as a child. In the gardens of 
this 15th-century Renaissance pal-
ace is a plaque next to a lemon tree 
that commemorates El Limonero, 
one of Machado’s most famous 
works. 

His family moved to Madrid in 
1883 where he enrolled in the In-

stitución Libre de Enseñanza and 
it was here that Machado discov-
ered his passion for literature. Af-
ter completing his Bachelor’s de-
gree in Madrid, Machado and his 
brother headed to Paris, where they 
were employed as translators for a 
French magazine. 

Machado’s  decision to dedicate 
himself to poetry came during his 
time in France. In Paris, he came 
into contact with numerous re-
nowned poets and contemporary 
literary figures, like Oscar Wilde 
and Nicaraguan poet Rubén Dario. 

Machado had his first works pub-
lished in the literary journal Elec-
tra in 1901, and his first book of po-
etry (Soledades) followed two years 
later.  

In 1907, Machado accepted the 
position of Professor of French at a 
school in Soria(Castilla y León) and 
it was here that he met Leonor 
Izquierdo, whom he married in 
1909. The couple set up home in 

Paris, where Machado studied Phi-
losophy, but Leonor was diagnosed 
with advanced tuberculosis and so 
the couple returned to Soria, where 
she died in 1912.   

Machado was devastated and left 
Soria and went to live in Baeza, 
where he wrote a collection of po-
etry that focused on the death of 
his wife. These were published in 

1916 in a re-edition of Campos de 
Castilla, a book of poetry that was 
first published a few weeks after 
she had died. 

Machado worked at the Instituto 
de Segovia between 1919 and 1931 
in order to be nearer to his brother 
Manuel, who was living in Madrid. 
The brothers worked together on 
several plays that were to receive 

great acclaim from audiences in the 
capital. 

The outbreak of the Spanish Civil 
War in July 1936 was to separate 
the Machado brothers forever. 
Manuel remained in the National-
ist zone, but Antonio left Madrid 
with his elderly mother and went 
to Barcelona, but as the National-
ist troops advanced on the last Re-
publican strongholds, they crossed 
the border into Collioure.  

Machado died in Collioure on 22 
February 1939: his mother died 
three days later. 

The birth of celebrated poet Antonio Machado

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Poesía Poetry 

Poeta Poet 

Verso Verse 

Generación Generation 

Palabras Words 

Folklorista Folklorist 

Literario Literary 

Insituto Institute 

Dedicar Dedicate 

Filosofía Philosophy 

Publicar Publish 

Dramaturgo Playwright 

Soledad Solitude 

Estudiar Study 

Enseñanza Teaching 

Revista Magazine 

Traductor Translator

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E26 JULY 1875

An early 20th-century portrait of Antonio Machado Ruiz. :: SUR

Machado came into contact with numerous 
contemporary literary figures in Paris, 
including Oscar Wilde and Rubén Dario
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S
eville’s northern ring 
road is one of the few 
displeasures of driving 
in Andalucía. The 
seemingly unending 
forest of ugly roadside 

billboards, towering over shabby in-
dustrial units are an eyesore. And the 
traffic is intense. 

Yet soon enough I passed beyond 
the heavy haulage lorries and city 
traffic and joined the relatively peace-
ful Autovía Ruta de la Plata. With the 
cruise control set, and my Spotify 
playlist on, I felt like the road trip had 
finally begun.  

This is one of my favourite motor-
way trips, following more or less the 
Roman road - the Silver Route - that 
originally ran the near 1,000 kilome-
tres from the port of Gijón in Asturias 
and the mines of northern Spain, 
down through Extremadura and Cas-
tilla y León, to Andalucía’s capital, 
and onwards to the Mediterranean.  

Devouring Spain 
Going north from Seville, the route 
takes travellers through Extremadura 
on a relaxing drive through oak-for-
ested countryside and rolling pas-
tures and onto some of Spain’s most 
remarkable historical cities. 

Exploring just a part of this ancient 
trading route makes for a fascinating 
and rewarding break in Spain, com-
bining history, spectacular natural 
scenery, culture, and the opportu-
nity to indulge in superb food and 
wine. 

The options here for curating 
your personalised road trip are com-
pelling and numerous. Once past 
Zafra, it’s not long before one 
reaches Mérida, the capital of Ex-
tremadura. This UNESCO city is 
quite extraordinary, full of World 
Heritage, like the Ancient Roman 
Theatre, the Temple of Diana and 
The Acueducto de los Milagros. 

Gastronomic Cáceres 
This time my first stop is to be 

Cáceres - one of Spain’s most re-
markable medieval cities. 

It’s not close to an international 
airport (Madrid is three hours away 
by car) so this city still feels part 
of the ‘hidden Spain’- authentic, 
and captivating. 

In 2016 it was awarded UNESCO 
World Heritage status in recogni-
tion of its preserved medieval ar-
chitecture. So, for the modern-day 
visitor to the old town quarter, this 
means a fairytale-like experience, 
strolling within an ancient walled 
city of spires, towers, churches and 
historic palaces evocative of the 
golden era of Cáceres. The draw 
these days, though, is not just the 
history: it’s the food too. 

In 2015 Cáceres was recognised 
as Gastronomic Capital of Spain. 
Locals suggest it is home to ‘origi-

nal’ fusion cuisine. Regional reci-
pes are built on a rich cultural leg-
acy left over centuries by the Ro-
mans, Arabs and Jews. 

The city lies within a region of 
Spain renowned for unique pro-
duce including artisan cheeses, lo-
cal red wines, organic olive oil, for-
est honey, high-quality cured ham, 
peppers and, of course, one of 
Spain’s favourite spices, pimentón. 

The city’s main plaza is the place 
for an early evening stroll, discov-
ering tapas bars where local ingre-
dients are brought to the table in 
tasty country-style dishes. Try the 
‘caldereta extremeña’, made with 
local lamb (or goat) with plenty of 
‘pimentón de la Vera’. The regional 
paprika also defines the local sau-
sage too, called ‘patatera’ which is 
a little like chorizo. 

Taking Cáceres cuisine to a 
whole different level is Restau-
rante Atrio. Two-star Michelin chef 
Toño Pérez has created gastronomic 
menus that alone are worth the 
five-hour drive from Malaga. 

The ceviche, served in a bowl of 
passion fruit-infused ice is a de-
light on a warm summer’s evening-
while the scarlet-coloured cara-
binero cardinal prawn, paired with 
pork might sound a surprising com-
bination but one that’s superb.  

Dishes are paired with wines 
from José Polo’s wine cellar; a sub-
terranean treasure trove of national 
and international vintages.  

A culinary sanctuary 
Continuing north, into the region 
of Castilla y León is to discover 
more of Spain’s living history. 

There’s the opportunity to visit 
cities like Segovia, evocative of the 
country’s rich heritage of castles 
and kingdoms. 

My next stop was Abadía Retuerta, 
close to the elegant and sophisti-
cated regional capital of Valladolid - 
a gateway to Spain’s winelands on 
the banks of the River Duero. This 
region, recognised for its creative 
chefs, award-winning winemakers 
and enchanting historic towns, is 
certainly worthy of the attention of 
the gourmet traveller. 

Abadía Retuerta is a food and 
wine resort that likes to keep 
things local when it comes to the 
gastronomy. The menu in the ab-
bey’s Michelin-star Refectorio res-
taurant is most certainly more so-
phisticated than that offered to 
the monks who also dined here 

Andrew Forbes on a vineyard tour in a 4x4 vehicle. :: A. FORBES

An epicurean escapade

g 
w 

A road trip through the gastronomic heartland of Spain

TRAVEL

ANDREW 
FORBES

 Twitter: @andrewaforbes
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centuries before. But produce is 
still very much Castilian; foods 
like handmade cheeses, foraged 
mushrooms from the pine forests, 
chicory from the kitchen garden 
and game including partridge, veni-
son and wild boar. 

A morning spent exploring the 
estate’s vineyards of Tempranillo, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, Mer-
lot and Petit Verdot is rewarded 
with an ‘aperitivo campero’. Tak-
ing refuge from the heat of the sun, 
in the shade of an ancient oak, one 
comes across a picnic table set with 
cheese, cured meats, rustic bread 
and, of course, a chilled bottle of 
Abadía Retuerta award-winning 
wine. A magical experience - one 
of those times when simple food 
tastes extraordinary. 

The greatest luxury can often 
be simplicity. Visit a local village 
or hamlet and you’ll find ventas 
serving tasty specialities like white 

asparagus and milk-fed lamb called 
‘cordero lechal’. The meat is pre-
pared on vine wood skewers (called 
‘sarmiento’, which are taken from 
wine estates like Abadía Retuerta) 
and cooked on a wood-burning 
grill. It’s a dish not to be missed. 

Tilting at windmills 
Returning home to the south you 
can always take the Autovía Ruta 
de la Plata again. But in the spirit of 
road trip discovery, I took the 
Autovía de los Viñedos, through 
Castilla-La Mancha, and some of 

the biggest wine growing ar-
eas in Europe, onto to the 
emblematic windmills at 
Consuegra. 

Arriving at the Cerro Cal-
derico ridge, above the town 
of Consuegra (in Toledo prov-
ince) you can see probably the 
most famous of the La Mancha 
mills. 

In total there are 12 remaining, 
each named after a character from 
Cervantes’ novel The Ingenious 
Gentleman Don Quixote of La 
Mancha. 

From the ridge you have a 360-
degree view over the Manchego 
plains, where the exceptional ‘Aza-
franes Manchegos’ is grown and har-
vested - said to be the best saffron 
in the world. 

Cordoba 
It’s then a four-hour drive back 
Malaga but a small detour to Cordoba 
makes for a monumental last stop 
on this road trip of UNESCO cities 
and memorable food and wine.  

After all, Cordoba is Spain’s only 
city with four UNESCO World 
Heritage protections. These are the 
Mosque-Cathedral, the historical 
old town, the Fiesta de los Patios 
and, most recently, the Medina 
Azahara.  

Cordoba’s food scene still holds 
a few surprises; some of which are 

the wines from Montilla and Mo-
riles. These Denomination of 

Origin vineyards are frag-
mented among numerous 
small producers of little-
known sherries. Cordoba 
is one of the few cities 
where you can find them 
in bars. Try a delicate ‘fino’ 
or a fragrant ‘amontillado’ 
(said to be named after 

Montilla). You’ll find ‘palo 
cortado’ and ‘oloroso’ wines 

too. Few are distributed na-
tionally or exported so take ad-

vantage of the opportunity to en-
joy them in Cordoba. 

It’s a fine way to toast the end 
of a delicious road trip, shaped by 
a love of Spain, her food and of 
course her wine.

Abadía Retuerta LeDomaine.  :: SUR

There are 12 remaining 
windmills in Consuegra, 
all named after Don 
Quixote characters 
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Chef Juan Antonio Pérez. 

:: CARLES ALLENDE

TRAVEL

Cordoba is Spain’s only 
city with four UNESCO 
World Heritage 
protections
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:: ANDREW FORBES 

Cáceres 

STAY: 

Hotel NH Collection Cáceres 
Palacio de Oquendo 

This modern hotel retains features 
of the 16th-century Palacio de 
Oquendo, including the original 
façade, historic internal patio 
courtyard and vaulted ceilings, 
complemented with simple, un-
derstated contemporary interior 
design. There are 86 rooms, sev-
eral with views over the charm-
ing Plaza San Juan. There’s also a 
gym, as well as meeting rooms for 
business travellers. The La Cava 
del Emperador bar is the place to 
try local Extremadura wines. 
  
NH-Collection.com 

Hotel Atrio 

Michelin-star chef 
Juan Antonio 
(Toño) Pérez 
and wine con-
noisseur José 
Polo have cre-
ated this ex-
traordinar y 
food and wine 
hotel found in 
the very centre 
of old town. Be-
hind its traditional 
façade the hotel sur-
prises with avant-garde archi-
tecture (by Emilio Tuñón Álvarez 
and Luis Moreno Mansilla). It is 
built around a central ‘atrio’ court-
yard which is dramatically framed 

by white geometric arches that 
play beautifully with the sunshine. 
This is where the private guest 
rooms meet the elegant public 
spaces including the sun and pool 
terraces, the secluded courtyard 
and the stylish dining room. The 
chic guest rooms continue the 
minimalist aesthetic – white walls, 
designer furniture and a piece or 
two of original art.  
 
RestauranteAtrio.com 

 

EAT: 

Restaurante Tapería Yuste  

This cosy tapas restaurant has ta-
bles inside under the traditional 
vaulted ceilings and also out on 
the terrace, overlooking the plaza 
and San Juan church. 

Share dishes of local 
lamb and also ‘jamón 

ibérico de bellota’, 
the traditional 

acorn-fed ham 
from the oak 
‘dehesa’ es-
tates of Ex-
tremadura. 
Try too the 
a r t i s a n  

cheeses in-
cluding the 

‘Torta Extre-
meña’, a hearty 

sheep’s milk cheese 
that is unique to the area 

with Denominación de Origen 
protection. 
 
NH-Collection.com 

Restaurante Atrio  

Awarded two Michelin stars, this 
restaurant has become a legendary 
destination for gourmet travellers.  

The tasting menus have an un-
deniable contemporary feel yet 
focus on traditional Iberian and 
Extremeño ingredients. 

The wine list is a heavy hardback 
book, featuring highlights from 
the 40,000 bottles from 22 coun-
tries of José Polo’s award-winning 
wine collection. Before dinner, 
guests are invited to a private tour 
of this architect-designed cellar. 
 
RestauranteAtrio.com 

 

Valladolid 

STAY: 

Abadía Retuerta LeDomaine 

Abadía Retuerta is a magnificent 
wine estate with five-star accom-
modation, luxe spa, and Michelin 
star dining. Sheltered in a small 
valley edged with pine and oak 
woodlands, this epicurean resort 
includes the award-winning bou-
tique winery, Abadía Retuerta, 
makers of ‘Selección Especial’, a 
wine which reflects the essence 
of the vineyards, made with 75% 
Tempranillo, 20% Cabernet Sau-
vignon and 5% Merlot. 

The adjacent 900-year-old me-
dieval abbey is now the 30-room 
boutique spa hotel LeDomaine, 
offering food and wine guest ex-
periences including 4x4 tours of 
the vineyards and wine tastings 
in the impressive winery. There’s 
also signature fusion wine oeno-

therapy spa treatments at the re-
sort’s Santuario Spa, where ‘Spa 
Sommeliers’ recommend appro-
priate treatments. 
 
Abadia-Retuerta.com/Hoteles/ 

 

EAT: 

Refectorio 

This is the Michelin-star restaurant 
of LeDomaine. A 17th-century frieze 
of the Last Supper is a reminder of 
when this was the simple dining 
space for the monks. Now it is a 
modern-day temple to fine dining 
by executive chef Marc Segarra 
Sauné who has achieved a Mich-
elin star. Expect original dishes us-
ing local ingredients, paired with 
wines from the Abadía Retuerta cel-
lar. Try the local white asparagus 
served with croutons, coffee but-
ter and wild mushrooms, paired 
with the estate’s fresh and delicate  
Blanco de Guarda Sauvignon Blanc.  

Vinoteca 

This relaxed, yet elegant restau-
rant is above the Abadía Retuerta 
wine cellar. Spanish menu of lo-

cal and regional recipes, tapas and 
small plates with international in-
fluences too.  

 
A b a d i a - Re t u e r t a . co m /            
Restaurantes/ 

 

Cordoba 

STAY: 

Hotel NH Collection Amistad 
Córdoba 

Hotel NH Collection Amistad Cór-
doba is in the historic centre, close 
to the ancient city walls, and the 
remarkable Mosque-Cathedral. 
Luckily, there’s also an under-
ground carpark, so it’s a good stop 
for a road trip. 

There are two outdoor pools – 
one for kids, the other for adults. 
There’s a gym too. Guest rooms 
keep to the simple, modern style 
typical of NH Collection. 

The property retains the his-
toric courtyards of the original 
18th-century palaces that make 
up the modern hotel. 
 
NH-Collection.com 

 

EAT: 

Restaurant Noor 

Chef Paco Morales has captured 
the flavours and aromas of Cor-
doba’s Al-Andalus past in his Mich-
elin-star restaurant. Though a 15-
minute taxi ride from the centre, 
it’s well worth a visit for a unique 
interpretation of ancient recipes. 
Re-opens in September. 
 
NoorRestaurant.es 

Jugo Vinos Vivos 

For an evening aperitif, try this 
independent wine store offering 
a collection of natural wines, 
which you can enjoy with small 
tapas. Re-opens in September. 

 
Search Quiero Jugo Vino on      
Facebook

THE INSIDER GUIDE

Wine road trip

Hotel Atrio.

NH Cáceres.

Abadía Retuerta.

NH Collection Amistad Córdoba.

TRAVEL

A Spanish road trip.
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T
his coastal city may look 
very ordinary, but every 
July something very ex-
traordinary happens here. 

A very messy festival has just taken 
place, allowing visitors to combine 

endless enjoyment with an excel-
lent skin treatment. 

Of all the festivals in this coun-
try, this one attracts the largest 
number of international visitors 
who flock to this city to experi-

ence the benefits of its natural 
minerals, Germanium and Ben-
tonite, while having a blast at the 
multitude of organised activities. 

The festival began in 1998 and 
was established because of the 

city’s need to promote its local 
mineral-based cosmetic products, 
which supposedly “improve skin 
vitality and elasticity and sup-
port a young, fresh-looking com-
plexion”, according to organisers. 

The 10-day event takes place on 
and around the area’s white sand 
beach and mud flats, occuring over 
‘joongbok’, supposedly the coun-
try’s hottest day of the year. 

If you know where this is, you 
could win a prize. Please send the 
name of this city and that of the 
10-day festival to english@diario-
sur.es. Only entries with your 
full name, address and telephone 
number will be considered. 

Last month’s photo showed the 
city of Ulaanbaatar in Mongolia 
where the Naadam festival took 
place this month. The infamous 
warrior emperor we asked you for 
was, of course, Genghis Khan. 

Congratulations to Malcolm 
Arthur  in Mijas who answered 
correctly. Your prize will be on 
its way to you soon.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

w

w
w

Naturally-sourced fun 

JUNE’S 
PHOTO

Send your answer to 
english@diariosur.es

::  HYPNOTICA STUDIOS INFINITE
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F
lying into Malta from 
Malaga early on a Friday 
morning, I wasn’t quite 
sure what to expect from 

this former British colony. 
After checking into a hotel in Val-

letta and having a wander around, 
my first impressions were that the 
islands are steeped in history. 

Valletta is officially Europe’s small-
est capital, but despite its small size, 
it punches above its weight in the 
tourism department. Built in the 16th 
century, it was the first planned city 
in Europe, and is peppered with pic-
ture postcard streets filled with 320 
monuments of interest. 

Among this treasure trove you’ll 
find St John’s Co-Cathedral, argua-
bly one of the most beautifully deco-
rated churches in Europe. Other no-
table buildings include one of the 
oldest working theatres in Europe, 
the Manoel Theatre, built by the 
Knights of St John. 

I was most impressed by the Up-
per and Lower Barrakka Gardens 
though. Built in 1661, they host a 
collection of impressive statues and 
exotic plants, while offering stun-
ning views of the Grand Harbour. 

While meandering through the 
capital I stopped in Caffe Cordina, a 
popular haunt for locals and tourists 
alike. And if looking for a place to 
dine, I’d certainly return to Noni res-
taurant, a cosy little eatery that serves 
traditional Maltese food and wine. 

I also inadvertently stumbled 
upon “The Pub” one evening, which 
turned out to be the infamous wa-
tering hole where the actor Oliver 
Reed died in 1999, following a heavy 
drinking session during the making 
of the film Gladiator. 

Film fans may be interested to 
know that over 200 movies have 
been shot here in the last 80 years. 
These include The Da Vinci Code, 

World War Z, Assassin’s Creed, the 
Count of Monte Cristo and the se-
ries Game of Thrones. 

I also found quite a few nods to 
the island’s British heritage, such 
as the red phone boxes and post 
boxes and traffic driving on the left-
hand-side of the road. 

The Brits reading this might find 
it interesting that there is a villa in 
Valletta that is the only place out-
side the UK that Queen Elizabeth 
II has ever called home. She lived 

there from 1949 to 1951 in the early 
years of her marriage to Prince Phil-
lip, who was stationed in Malta as 
a naval officer. 

Gozo 

One morning I took a ferry to the 
island of Gozo, the second largest 
island of the Maltese archipelago, 
which is sometimes referred to as 
the island where time stood still. 

A great spot to take a photo is the 
Mixta Cave, which overlooks the 
breathtaking Ramla Bay. 

By far my favourite stop though 
was a tour of the Inland Sea. For just 
four euros you can travel through a 
narrow, dark cave by boat, before 
emerging into the daylight in  the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

I also enjoyed a visit to the Cita-
del, an ancient fortified city at the 

centre of Gozo, which boasts im-
pressive Game of Thrones-style for-
tifications. 

Inside this walled city, there is a 
quirky restaurant called Ta’ Rikardu, 
where the owner serves his own 
cheese and wine from his farm. I or-
dered a lamb cooked in Rikardu’s 
wine with potatoes, which was so 
good I could have eaten it twice. 

On the way back to Malta, I 
caught a smaller boat for around 10 
euros, which detoured to the infa-
mous Blue Lagoon, just off the tiny 
island of Comino. 

One of the biggest attractions on 
the Maltese islands, it is a giant natu-
ral swimming pool, boasting shal-
low turquoise water that is hard to 
resist dipping into. Get there early 
though, as when I arrived at 4pm it 
was heaving with people. 

Now I’m not sure if you’re a tem-
ple fan, but there is an abundance 
of megalithic temples in Malta, in-
cluding the oldest freestanding 
structures on the planet. I some-
how managed to visit three: the 
Ggantija Temples, the Hagar Qim 
and Mnajdra Temples, and the Hal 
Saflieni Hypogeum. Some of these 
temples are older than Stonehenge 
and the Pyramids, to put it into per-
spective. But if you’ve only got time 
for one, I’d opt for the Hal Saflieni 
Hypogeum. 

Located in Paola underneath a 
modern street, this enormous un-
derground pre-historical burial site 
was discovered by accident in 1902 
and is more than 5,000 years old. 

Mdina 

Mdina was Malta’s first capital and 
also a colony of Rome. It’s medieval 
and baroque architecture, fortified 
walls and strategic location on high 
grounds make it one of the most en-
chanting places on the island. 

It is also known as the Silent City, 
as only around 297 people live within 
the walls. In addition, businesses 
have strict noise restrictions and ve-
hicles are also strictly limited. 

The Second World War 

A little known fact about Malta is 
that it was the most bombed coun-
try in the world during the Second 
World War. 

A church where you can see this 
first hand is the Mosta Dome, where 
on 9 April 1942, a German bomb 
pierced the dome, ricocheted and 
fell to the floor without going off - 
while 250 locals stood open-
mouthed watching. 

Hailed as a miracle, the bomb is 
still on display inside the church. 
While outside, you can explore a 
free underground air raid shelter. 

In truth, four days is not enough 
time to explore all that Malta has 
to offer, but there is something for 
everyone here that will make it a 
memorable holiday.

ASH                     
BOLTON

 ashbolton@hotmail.com 

The Lower Barrakka Gardens in Valletta. :: SUR

Mesmerising Malta
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Ash Bolton spends four days exploring ancient temples, quaint cities and 
breathtaking landscapes around the colourful Maltese islands

 Hotel.   I spent three nights in 
The Coleridge Hotel. A boutique 
townhouse hotel in the heart of 
the capital, dating back to the 
early 1600s. My room featured 
gorgeous antique furniture, a 
separate lounge and ensuite bath-
room, as well as a private balcony 
overlooking the street below. 
    
89-92 Old Bakery Street, Valletta. 
+356 20105511   
thecoleridgehotel.com   
contactus@thecoleridgehotel.com 

 Flights.   I flew to Malta from 
Malaga with Air Malta, which 
runs several flights a week from 
as little as 29 euros one way. Busi-
ness Class is also an option. For 
more information visit  
www.airmalta.com.

DIRECTORY

Arriving in Gozo, 
the second largest  

island of the  
Maltese archipelago,  

by boat. :: SUR
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GARDENING

Gladiolus callianthus murielae, 
synonym  Acidanthera or Gladio-
lus murielae, is a stunning mem-
ber of the iris family (Iridaceae). It 
is a sun-loving native of East Africa 
and is ideal for planting in borders 
and containers. 

Common names include sword 
lily, peacock orchid and Abyssinian 
gladiolus. It grows from a small 

corm, similar in appearance to mont-
bretia corms, with a fibrous outer 
coat. The leaves are similar to gladio-
lus, long and 
t a p e r -
ing, 

hence the common name sword 
lily. The synonym Acidanthera 
comes from the Greek ‘akis’ mean-
ing ‘sharp point’.  

Each stem will bear multiple (8 
to 12) fragrant, white, star-shaped 

blooms, each about 5cm across 
and with dark purple 

blotches on the throat. The 
flowers are long lasting 
and when cut and 
brought indoors their 
beautiful scent will fill 
a room.  

Although the sword 
lily is not entirely frost 

hardy and will need to be 
lifted and stored during 

the winter in colder parts 
of the province, it will with-

stand high temperatures, full 
sun and some drought. It needs a 

free-draining soil and protection 
from strong winds which may flat-
ten the 80cm tall flowering stems, 
and of course, regular watering 
through the hottest months will 
encourage more flowers. Sword lil-
ies are always late to come up in the 
spring and patience is needed be-
fore the first green leaves appear. 
Once growth has started, a regular 
feed with a liquid fertiliser will help 
promote lots of flowers.  

The corms should be planted in 
groups in spring, around 10-16cm 
deep depending on the size of the 
corm. After two to three years the 
clump may become congested and 
flowering reduced, in which case it 
is best to lift and divide in the late 
autumn when the plant is dormant. 
This is also an opportunity to re-
move any tiny corms that have 
formed. These can be potted up 
(around 12 to a 30cm pot) and 
brought on to provide new plants. 
After flowering they do sometimes 
produce seed but it may take sev-
eral years for the corms to mature 
enough to flower. 

Nodding star-shaped flowers on elegant stems that will 
brighten the garden from mid-summer until the autumn

The elegant sword lily

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

READERS’ PHOTOS

PHOTOS

Gladiolus callianthus and, inset, a close-up. :: FLCKR

DENISE BUSH

Reader Maria Hillen has sent in this photo of a strawberry plant 
growing out of an attractive terracotta strawberry pot on her 
patio.

A POTTED STRAWBERRY

:: MARIA HILLEN

Ipomoea ‘Split Second Dou-
ble’ is a bit different than 
the traditional Morning 
Glory and has these fantas-
tic, frilly flowers. The speci-
men in the photo was grown 
from seed by SUR reader 
Rosalind Caplan who says, 
“I’ve trained it up the wis-
teria, it’s such a pretty 
flower and hopefully will 
seed itself.”

A ‘SPLIT 
SECOND 
DOUBLE’ 

:: ROSALIND CAPLAN
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LEGAL ADVICE

REF. E. P. O. 

Last month I was with my 
family spending two weeks’ 
holiday in a three-star hotel in 
Fuengirola. The hotel was fine, 
the facilities were adequate 
and in good condition, and the 
location was excellent, as it 
was quite close to the beach. 
However the rooms did not 
have WiFi and there was only 

internet connection in the 
common areas of the hotel. We 
have two teenage children 
who spend the day connected 
to their social networks, and in 
the hotel there was only a WiFi 
connection in the lobby. At the 
hotel we were told that they 
were not obliged to provide 
this service in the rooms. Is 
that true? If we had known, we 
might have opted for another 
hotel. 
Each autonomous community 
establishes its own regulations 
regarding the services that ho-
tels are obliged to offer their 
guests and although there are 
usually more or less general 
rules for everyone, it is true that 
there are differences depend-
ing on the autonomous com-
munity in which you are. In the 
case of Andalucía, offering WiFi 
service in rooms is only man-
datory in hotels of four stars or 
more, so the hotel employee 
was right when he told you that 
they were not obliged to offer 
this service. 

REF. Q. C. A. 

I was shopping in a supermar-
ket and I slipped up on some 
grapes on the floor. I felt no 
pain at the time but after a 
couple of hours my wrist 
swelled so I went to the hospi-
tal. I have filed a complaint 
with the supermarket, but 
they refuse to compensate me 
because they say that I could 
have dropped the grapes my-
self and therefore they have 
no responsibility. Is that so? 
Absolutely not. The Civil Code 
establishes that the one who, 
by action or omission, causes 
damage to another, by fault or 
negligence, is obliged to repair 
the damage caused. In this 
case, the supermarket did not 
act with due diligence, taking 
care not to cause accidents by 
placing obstacles or by not 
maintaining its facilities in 
good condition. Therefore, 
with the injury report, it 
would be possible to demand 
payment of compensation.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

The public will be asked 
to nominate children up 
to the age of 14 that work 
as a force for good in 
their local community  

:: TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. A new initiative has been 
launched on the Costa del Sol to find 
young unsung heroes that have com-
mitted acts of incredible courage, or 
who have performed charitable acts 
in order to help others. Under the 
banner of The Young Heroes’ Award, 
the public will be asked to nominate 
children up to the age of 14 that have 
improved the lives of people around 
them by working as a force for good 
in their local community.  

The new enterprise is based on the 
Pride of Britain Awards, a campaign 
that rewards individuals for battling 
against the odds to help others, or 
those who put themselves at risk to 
assist other people. 

The Young Heroes’ Award was the 
idea of Pauline Hulme, musical direc-
tor of the local amateur theatre group 
A Touch of Class. The former profes-
sional dancer and choreographer from 
Liverpool came to live on the coast 
in 2012 and has since worked tire-

lessly to raise money for local chari-
ties and organisations. She had be-
come concerned about the amount 
of bad publicity the younger genera-
tion were receiving and so she de-
cided to try to prove that “not all 
youngsters are inconsiderate”.   

“I had seen so many bad things 

about youngsters on the news and in 
the press, but I thought that there are 
a lot of good ones out there and I 
wanted to shine a light on them. The 
idea came about after I had been 
watching the Pride of Britain Awards, 
and I thought if they can do it in Brit-
ain we could do it here as well,” Pau-
line told to SUR in English. 

In order to get the project off the 
ground, Pauline approached Father 
Nigel Stimpson from St Andrew’s 
Chaplaincy in Fuengirola and Father 
Juan of the San Miguel Church in Ca-
lahonda; both have promised their 
support. She also intends to secure 
the help of La Cala de Mijas Lions 
Club, an association that has been 
supportive of previous charitable pro-
jects in which Pauline has been in-
volved. She is also appealing for the 
support of, and donations from, other 
local organisations, as well as the help 
of the public in choosing suitable can-
didates for consideration. 

The project will be limited to a 
maximum of 25 nominees and peo-
ple can suggest children of any na-
tionality. There will be a prize for one 
foreign and one Spanish ‘unsung hero’, 
although Pauline hopes to be able to 
offer a small gift for all children that 
are nominated. She is currently look-
ing for a star celebrity guest to pre-
sent the awards at a special gala that 
will be held in the San Miguel Church 
in Calahonda on Saturday 19 Octo-
ber. The winners, who will be “celeb-
rities for a day”, will receive a com-
memorative trophy, a monetary prize 
and a selection of cinema tickets and 
passes to local attraction parks.  

“I hope this is successful because 
it’s something that is very close to 
my heart and I want it to become an 
annual event. There must be many 
young children who do wonderful 
things that never get recognised, so 
it will be nice to give recognition to 
those who genuinely deserve it. If 
children do a completely selfless act 
for somebody else, it needs to be high-
lighted,” Pauline said. 

Nominations for the Young He-
roes’ Award can be made on young-
heroesofcalahonda@gmail.com

Shining a light on young unsung heroes

Under the banner of The Young Heroes’ Award, the project will focus on children that do selfless acts

Pauline Hulme, the brains behind 
The Young Heroes’ Award. :: SUR

The project is aimed at 
unsung heroes that never 
receive recognition for 
their selfless acts

z·   For more information, call 

Pauline on  633405884 

La Cala Lions donate 
3,035 euros to local 
development centre  

MIJAS 
:: SUR IN ENGLISH. Before their 
summer break, the Lions Club 
La Cala de Mijas visited the  
Encina Laura centre in Alhaurín 
de la Torre.  The aim of the Encina 
Laura centre is to help the social 
integration of adults with intel-
lectual disabilities and to assist 
in their personal development.  

The Lions have been support-
ing Encina Laura for over 12 years 
and currently one of the Lions 
club members, Julie Barry, has 
been teaching them tap dancing.  

At the end of the visit, which 
included a tap dancing perform-
ance by the students, the Lions 
presented a cheque for 3,035 
euros to the president of the as-
sociation. The money will help 
towards ballet classes and to pur-
chase computer equipment. 

SOCIETY SCENE

Cheque presentation. :: SUR
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Rooted in Gibraltar 
 Gibraltar. From 30 July. John 
Mackintosh Hall. 
Tamara Shaw opens her exhibi-
tion in Gibraltar. The abstract re-
alism exhibition features large 
canvas pieces, oil paintings and 
collage rope works, with sailing as 
the underlying theme. 

Victorian Spain 
 Ronda. Until 31 August. El Museo 
Unicaja Joaquín Peinado. 
‘A vision of Victorian Spain’ is the 
theme for this exhibition which 
consists of around 75 works by 20 
British artists (including  John Phil-
lip, Edwin Long, John Bagnold Bur-
gess, John Haynes Williams, Robert 
Kemm and Edwin Roberts) who 
painted romantic landscapes of 
Spain in Victorian times.  

Granada Mi Aire 
Estepona. Until 31 August. Patio 
Top Garden Furniture, Carretera A7 
163- Urb El Pirata. 
Andalusian landscapes focusing 
on light and power. 

El Pinto de los Toros  
 Estepona. Until 15 August. Casa 
de Las Tejerinas.  
Exhibition of the work of Italian 
painter Roberto Montanari. His 
work is characterised by Spanish 
landscapes, and more specifically 
Andalucia, with a great passion 
for bulls. 

Francisco Benzal 
 Estepona. Until 29 August. Casa de 

Las Tejerinas. Tues-Fri 9am-9pm, 
Sat 10am-2pm, 3pm-7.30pm. Free 
entry. 
An exhibition of Estepona-born 
Francisco Benzal’s artwork. 20 
works of art will be featured.  

L-Atitude 
Marbella.  El Soto de Marbella Res-
taurant/Clubhouse and Palm 
Beach, Ban Thai Marbella, C/Grego-
rio Marañón.  
A diverse art showcase put together 
by ‘Uncooked Culture’, a global 
artists’ community with over 100 
artists residing in 15 different 
countries. The exhibition also 
brings together local artists on the 
Costa del Sol. Some of the artists 
are self-taught, others trained 
artists in the mainstream 
contemporary art sphere. Curated 
by Thai-British artist-founder of 
‘Uncooked Culture’ - Chutima 
Kerdpitak (Nok). 

Museo Ralli  
 Marbella. Until 22 May, 2021. Ur-
banisation Coral beach, N340, 
km176. Free entry. 
The current exhibition consists of 
a selection of works by Argentin-
ian artist Luis Seoane. 

Antoni Tàpies 
 Mijas. Until 29 July. Casa Museo de 
Mijas. 
An exhibition of Antoni Tàpies’ 
graphic artwork. It features 25 
original pieces, with the exhibition 
displayed thematically.  

Happy Artists  

La Cala de Mijas. Until end of July. 
BocArte Restaurant, C/Cómpeta. 
Jane Gomis and Astrid Frida Ze-
hetner from the Happy Artists 
group are exhibiting a collection 
of paintings. 

Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Lunar Landings  
Mijas Pueblo. Until 30 September. 
Mijas tourist office. 
An exhibition to commemorate 
the landing on the moon in 1969. 

Ernst Kraft 
Malaga. Botanical gardens ‘La 
Concepción’.  
A sculpture ‘The Tree of Life’ by 
Ernst Kraft will be on permanent 
display in the gardens on the lawns 
next to the pond. The minimalist 
structure of iron rods is five metres 
tall and is based on the pre-phara-
onic pictogram representing the 
union of heaven and the under-
world. 

The Russian museum 
 Malaga. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 
Sor Teresa Prat.  
The annual exhibition is entitled 
‘Santas, reinas y obreras. La imagen 
de la mujer en el arte ruso’ and the  
temporary exhibitions ‘Modernas y 
decisivas. Artistas rusas entre tradi-
ción y vanguardia’  which takes a  
look at the rapid modernisation of 
Russian society at the beginning of 
the 20th century and its conse-
quences in society. There is also the 
‘Colección Krystyna Gmurzynska’. 
‘La Mirada Lateral’ by Emmanuel 
Lafonte on the staircase to the ex-
hibition rooms will be on display 
until February 2020.  

Photo exhibition 
 Malaga. Until 8 September. Museo 
RusoEdificio Tabacalera, Avda Sor 
Teresa Prat.  
‘Intrinsic Journey’ is a photo-
graphic exhibition by Dmitry 
Lookianov. 

The Russian museum 
 Malaga. Until 8 September. Edificio 
Tabacalera, Avda Sor Teresa Prat.  
‘Collección Gmurzynka’ is a collec-
tion of the work of Polish-born art-
ist Antonina Gmurzynska who 
showed a profound interest in Rus-
sian art of the early 20th century.  

Revello de Toro 
Malaga. C/Afligidos, 5. 
A dozen pencil drawings by Félix 
Revello de Toro will be on display 
in a seasonal exhibition in the mu-
seum. 

Centre Pompidou 
Malaga. Permanent Exhibition. 
‘Utopías Modernas’ is an exhibition 
refelecting the historical events 
that have defined our time and fed 
the imagination of modern and 
contemporary artists. 

Fundación Unicaja 
Malaga. Until 29 August. Sociedad 
Económica 
Amigos del País.  
The exhibition is called ‘Tesoros 
Ocultos. Una muestra de la colec-
ción de Francisco Martín Sáenz e 
Hijos’ and is a collection of 28 dis-
tinct pieces by artists such as Denis 
Belgrano and Enrique Simonet, 
among others. 

Bruce Nauman   
Malaga. Until 1 September. Museo 
Picasso Málaga. 
Rooms, Bodies, Words is the title of 
the exhibition of around 100 works 
by contemporary artist and sculp-
tor Bruce Nauman 

Centre Pompidou 
Malaga. Until 15 September. 
¡Con Ojo! is an interactive installa-
tion for children.  

Les Chant des Morts 
 Malaga. Until 13 October. Casa Na-
tal de Picasso. 
The exhibition consists of works 

created by Picasso to illustrate Le 
Chant des Morts by Pierre Reverdy.  

Max Ernst Historia Natural 
Malaga. Until 13 October. Carmen 
Thyssen Museum. Free with 
ticket to visit the museum. 
An exhibition of 34 works by surre-
alist painter Max Ernst. 

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
Malaga. Until 8 September.  
 ‘Perversidad. Mujeres fatales en el 
arte moderno’  features women art-
ists who invaded spaces that were 
previously out of bounds to them 
or restricted.  

Henry Moore 
 Malaga. Until 28 September. 
Museo Jorge Rando. 
‘Stonehenge’ is the title of a series 
of 15 engravings that make up 
this exhibition by the famous art-
ist and sculptor Henry Moore be-
tween 1971 and 1973.  

Anima Roos  
Malaga. Until 28 July. Alfajar, 
C/Císter. 
Congalese artist (Zaire 1956) An-
ima Roos trained at the Royal Acad-
emy of Fine Arts in Ghent, Belgium 
and attended Masterclasses with 
David Leach. www.alfajar.es 

Banksy The Art of Protest  
Malaga. Until 15 September. La 
Térmica. 
The exhibition is La Térmica’s most 
ambitious to date and includes 
iconic series such as the portrait of 
Kate Moss in the style of Warhol’s 
Marilyn, The Bulldog and serigraph 
of the series Girl with Balloon. 

Montanari, Estepona.

Luis Seoane, Marbella

Picasso museum, Malaga.

Bruce Nauman, MPM
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EXHIBITIONS 

Lego exhibition 
Malaga. Until 22 September. 
Muelle Uno, Malaga Port. 
The biggest exhibition of Lego 
models in Europe, including an 11-
metre -long replica of the Titanic, 
characters from Lord Of The Rings, 
the Statue of Liberty, Sydeny Op-
era House etc.  

Museo de Nerja  
Nerja. Until 25 August. Plaza de 
España.   
Artistic group Visuel brings to-
gether 10 of their contemporary 
artists for their exhibition ‘Under-
ground’, where all of the artists 
work in Triptych  format.  

Galería Luz de la Vida 
 Cómpeta. Until 30 August.  
The exhibition includes art works 
by Leanda Jaine, Sandra Costello, 
Nanon Morsink, Lieuwke Loth and 
Bo Arenander.  www.galerialuzde-
lavida.com 

Mi Tierra 
 La Herradura. Until 30 September, 
9am-3pm. Mercado Municipal.   
An exhibition of around 50 photo-
graphs taken by five photographers 
from the Almuñécar Foto Club. 

Ceramic - 1719 
 Rincón de la Victoria. Until 2 
August. La Sala Mare Nostrum de 
La Cala del Moral.  
A ceramic exhibition, with work by  
Escuela de Arte San Telmo stu-
dents. 

CHARITY 

Horizonte Marbella market 
Marbella. 4 August, 6 October, 1 
December from 10am. Parque de 
la Alameda. 
Clothing, toys and electronics, 
home decor, jewellery and books 
etc. New and second-hand. Funds 
go towards helping improve the 
lives of vulnerable people whether 
suffering from emotional problems 
or with substance addiction. 

Animals In Distress auctions 
Alhaurín el Grande. 13 September, 
11 October viewing from 6pm. 
Peña Asfahal. 
15 per cent commission from each 
sale goes to AID. Sellers need to ad-
vise AID (Joe: 626942427) at least 
3-4 weeks before the auction and 
bring the items for logging in be-
tween 5 and 6pm. www.animals-
in-distress.eu/ 

MUSIC & DANCE  

European Medical Students 
concert for Cudeca 
Malaga. 26 July, 7pm. ETS In-
geniera de Telecomunicación, 
Bulevar Louis Pasteur. 
A concert by the European Medical 
StudentsOrchestra and Choir in aid 
of Cudeca Cancer Hospice. Tickets: 
www.ticketea.es 

The Wall Bar  
Malaga. Hotel Vincci Posada del 
Patio, 11pm, entry free. 
226 July. Daphne and Nicky. Vocals 
and guitar jazz and bossa nova.  
2 August. Dana and Gianni. Inter-
national songs, jazz fusion and 
blues.  
9 August. Iris Nieto. Oboe and 
acoustic guitar play adapted jazz, 
soul, rock and pop music. 
30 August Rosa Ruiz & Foky. 

Live opera at the English 
Cemetery 
Malaga. Cementario Inglés, Av de 
Pries. 15€. 
20 July, 8.30pm. A live adaptation 
of Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni.  
26 July, 8.30pm. A live adaptation 
of Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni. 

Tickets: www.cementerioingles-
malaga.escenaonline.es 

Bollywood Pool Party 
Mijas. 27 July, 3-8pm. Max Beach. 
Live entertainment with Saeed on 
the sitar and violinist La Maya 
accompanied by Indian dancers.  

The Ocean Bar 
Malaga. Hotel Vincci, C/Pácifico, 
11pm, entry free. 
27 July. Chema and Dani Harp. Gui-
tar and harmonica. Blues, rock and 
roll, American folk music. 
 e Festival celebrates 28 years this 
year with perfromances 
from’Guadalupe Platas’ on the 1 

August and  ‘Los Planetas’ on 2 
August. 

Musical Marbella 
Marbella. From 27 July until end 
of August. La Cañada shopping 
centre. From 25€. 
Gastronomy, a market, various ac-
tivities and a series of concerts 
which starts with Ozuna tomor-
row, 27 July. Tickets www.ciclomu-
sical-lc.com  

Escollera Fest 
Estepona. Until 27 July. Playa de 
La Escollera. 
‘Maldito Blues’ Dennis Mansfeld 
(26 July) and the  XIX Noche Reg-

gae, ‘Tribute to Bob Marley’ with 
Leroy Onestone, Wise House Crew 
and  Mlakayou (27 July). 

Los Álamos Beach Festival 
Estepona. 31 July until 4 August. 
Parque Ferial y Deportivo. 
Over 50 international musicians 
will be taking part in this annual 
urban and electronic music festival 
including Oliver Heldens, Sunney 
James &amp; Ryan Marciano, 
Karol G. Fangoria, Juanito 
Makandé and more.  

Tribute Concerts 
San Roque. Admiral Casino. 
Doors open 9pm. 
3 August. Rod Stewart and Queen-
tributes. 
17 August. Madonna , Kylie Mi-
nogue and Robbie Williams trib-
utes. 

Jazz Concerts 
Vélez-Málaga. Until 31 July, 
8.30pm. Centro de Arte Contem-
poráneo. 
31 July. Pedro Cortijosa (saxophon-
ist and flautist). 

Louie Louie Bar 
Estepona. Av. Luis Braille, The ma-
rina.  
26 July, 11.30pm. Ramen. 5€. 
31 July, 11.30pm. Forró Mior and 
Jabu . 10€ in adavance, 13€ on door.  

Starlite Festival 
Marbella. Until 24 August. Can-
tera Nagüeles. 
27 July.  Rafael presents his new al-
bum RESinphónico. 
28 July. Ben Harper accompanied 
by the Innocent Criminals.  
29 July. Taburete pop music. 
30 July. Melendi. Rumba pop. 
31 July/19 August.  Pablo López. 
1 August. Don Omar, king of Reg-
gaeton. 
2 August. Bertín Osbourne 
(ranchera) and Pitingo (flamenco) 
double bill. 
3 August. Luis Fonsi. Latin 
rhythms. 
5 August. James Rhodes and Katie 
Melua double bill. 

Benaha Blues 
Benahavís. 27 July. Parque Torre 
Leoneras. Free. 

Lego Models, Malaga
:: EUGENIO CABEZAS 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. 
The Vélez-Málaga artist Evar-
isto Guerra is displaying around 
thirty of his recent works in 
the Casa Fuerte de Bezmiliana 
in Rincón de Victoria.  

It is twenty years since his 
last exhibition here in 1999. He 
has dedicated the exhibition to  
his great friend, the SUR poet 

and writer, Manuel Alcántara 
who passed away last April.  

The subject of the oils, draw-
ings, prints and serigraphs are 
the countryside of his ‘beloved’ 
Axarquía in which the colour 
and natural landscapes are rep-
resented in the artists inimita-
blestyle. 

The exhibition is open until 
30 August. 

Evaristo Guerra’s 

‘colours with soul’

Evaristo Guerra, Rincón de la Victoria.
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A festival of blues and soul with 
the Vanesa Harbeck band, Manuela 
and Groove Machine.  

Cologne Philharmonic 
Chamber Orchestra 
Sotogrande. 28 July, 9pm. Espacio 
Cultural Osvaldo Lobalzo. 
The orchestra will play pieces by 
Telemann, Tchaikovski, Vivaldi 
and Paginini. Tickets from the cen-
tre or: reservas@musicaconen-
canto.org or call: 689000944.  
www.musicaconencanto.org 

Rob Sas 
Estepona. 27 July, 11.45pm. Louie 
Louie, Estepona Port. 
The Rob Sas band performs classic 
rock songs from a wealth of artists 
such as Free, Whitesnake, Deep 
Purple, Jimi Hendrix, Black 
Sabbath, Led Zeppelin, AC/DC and 
many more. 
www.therobsasband.com 

Jazz Mondays 
Torre del Mar. Paseo Marítimo. 
10pm.  
229 July.‘The Blue Stompers Jump 
Review. 

Jazz Wednesdays 
Vélez-Málaga. Centro de Arte 
Contempóraneo. 8.30pm.  
31 July. Pedro Cortejosa Trío. 

Cueva de  Nerja Festival 
Nerja. Until 3 August. Nerja Cave 
Gardens. 
26 July . Rocío Molina. 
27 July . Concerto Malaga. 
1 August. Forever King of Pop. 
2 August.  Cepeda. 
3 August. Carlos Riviera. In the 
Caves. 

West Side Story 
Malaga. Until 4 August, 8.30pm. 
Teatro Cervantes. 
The classic Broadway production of 
West Side Story in Spanish.  
www.westsidestory.es  
Tickets www.unientradas.es 

Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Malaga. Castillo de Gibralfaro. 
31 July, 10pm. 
 The orchestra will play Mendels-
sohn’s Calm Sea and Prosperous 
Voyage and Dvorak’s Symphony nº 
9 in E minor. Conductor: Arturo 
Boscovich. Tickets: www.mien-
trada.net 
31 July, 10pm. 
The orchestra will play pieces by 
Dvorak and Mendelssohn con-
ducted by Arturo Diez Boscovich  

:: JENNIE RHODES 

NERJA. The fifth year of the 
music festival Nerja Ciudad 
Abierta, Music In Other Spaces, 
which is now known as ‘3 En El 
Paraíso,’  will be taking place on 
2 and 14 August and 4 Septem-
ber at the Hotel Paraíso del Mar 
on Calle Prolongación Hernando 
de Carabeo 22. 

The festival, which is being or-
ganised by Ventana Abierta, is a 
good opportunity to discover one 
of Nerja’s hidden spaces while 
listening to music outdoors. 

On 2 August the Miguel Ro-
dríguez Trio and Enrique Oliver 
will be performing, followed by 
The Félix Rossy Quintet on 14 
August and the Eva Jiménez 
Quartet on 4 September. 

Singer and pianist Eva Jiménez 
completed her musical training 
at the University of Arts in Phila-
delphia before performing across 
Europe. She will be joined by 
Louis Rene Portellano on the pi-
ano, Adrián Jiménez on the 
drums and Markus Schneider, 
who has lived in Malaga since 
2004, on the double bass. The Fé-

lix Rossy Quintet is headed by 
Barcelona-born Rossy on the 
trumpet. 

Miguel Rodríguez was born in 
Madrid but went to the Nether-
lands to complete his studies. He 
has been described as “an ex-
traordinary pianist,” and is joined 
by Javier Calle on the double bass 
and Miguel Benito on drums. 

Each concert will start at 10pm 
at the Hotel Paraíso del Mar. 

Tickets cost 15 euros and can 
be purchased in advance from 
Calle Dr Ferrán 1 (Edificio Vé-
lez-Málaga, Nerja), by phone 
(690 073 871), by email 
(ventana.abierta.acp 
@gmail.com) or online  
(www.ventana-abierta.es).

A chance to listen to jazz 
under the stars in Nerja

The Félix Rossy Quintet will perform on 14 August. :: TICKETEA

West Side Story, Malaga
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MUSIC & DANCE  

The Castillo de Gibralfaro 
recitals 
Malaga. Castillo de Gibral-
faro.10pm. Tickets www.mien-
trada.net 
226 July. Roko and the Insostenible 
Big Band ‘American Latin 
Rhythms’ with a tribute to Xavier 
Cugat. 
27 July. ‘Cantadme Galanica’ songs 
of the Sephardic jews.  

Festival Terral 
Malaga. 7 August, 8.30pm. Teatro 
Cervantes. 
The skilled Yamato drummers 
from Japan will be performing.  

The Jacksons 
Marbella. 8 August, midnight. 
Club de Tenis Puente Romano. 
Jermaine, Tito, Jackie and Marion 
Jackson will be performing all their 
classic hits from the 60son the 
fiftieth anniversary of The Jackson 
Five. Tickets from 60€: 
www.wegow.com   

Jennifer López 
Fuengirola. 8 August, 10pm. Mare-
nostrum, Castillo Solhail. 
The queen of Latin pop  and urban 
music Jennifer López will be per-
forming at the Marenostrum festi-
bal held at Castillo Solhail in Fuen-
girola. Tickets are on sale now from 
www.masterentradas.com and 
www.marenostrumfuengirola.com 

Tony Hadley 
Marbella. 19 August, 8pm. Club de 
Tenis Puente Romano. 
Tony Hadley will be in concert 
with his new goup performing hits 
from the height of Spandau Ballet’s 
fame when he was the lead singer. 

Tickets from 45€: 
www.wegow.com 

Gibraltar Calling 
Gibraltar. 7 September. 
Enrique Iglesias will be headlining 
the programme of concerts 
planned for the Gibraltar Calling 
Festival. Tickets and information: 
www.gibraltarcalling.com. 

FLAMENCO  

Terral Samaruco Flamenco 

Malaga.  9.30pm 
26 July. Bailen-Miraflores . Bulevar 
José Iturbi. 
27 July. Puerto de La Torre. Parque 
Virgen de las Cañas. 

Sombras 
Estepona 10 August, 10.15pm. 
Plaza de Toros.  
Flamenco performance by Sara Ba-
ras.  

Flamenco al Compás  
Mijas. 31 July, 9pm. Paseo del 
Compás. Free. 

Universidad Popular de Mijas dance 
group. 

Acompasao 
Vélez-Málaga. 2, 9, 16 August, 
10.30pm. Cerro de San Cristóbal. 
Rubem Dantas and his trio will be 
performing 2 August. La Negra and 
El Panky on 9 August and La Tre-
mendita on 16 August. Free. 

La Caña Flamenca 
Costa Tropical.  
27 July. Motril. Tomatito and José 
Mercé. 

9 August. Parque El Majuelo, Al-
muñécar. Curro Albaicín. 
10 August. Parque El Majuelo, Al-
muñécar. El Farruquito. 

FESTIVALS 

Fiesta de Santiago Apóstol 
Moclinejo. 26-28 July. El Valdés. 
Festival in honour of Santiago 
Apóstol and Nuestra Señora de 
Lourdes. Live music, sardines, 
water shute, flamenco and 
firework display (midnight of 
28th).  

EVENTS 

Coastal swim 
Torremolinos. 27 July, 10am.  
A 7km swim from Playa La Carihu-
ela to Playa de los Álamos, Malaga. 
The annual event is organised by 
the town hall and the firestation  
and around 250 swimmers are ex-
pected to take part.  

Wonder Gay Festival 
Torremolinos. Until 28 July.   
The gay-themed festival takes 
place in various venues including 
the Hotel Ritual today Friday 
where they are holding a pool 
party from 1pm until 7pm. On 
Saturday 27 July there is a Beach 
party at the Eden beach Bar from 
1pm until 7pm and the Matrix 
Party at the Palladium night club 
1am-7am.  

Festival Arte Sano 
Marbella. 27, 28 July. Playa La Sa-
lida, San Pedro de Alcántara. 
A festival with stalls selling alter-
native medicines and natural 
therapies, healthy food and hand 
made crafts. A full programme of 
activities and workshops for both 

:: TONY BRYANT 
TORREMOLINOS. The Casa de 
las Navajas will present a night 
of classical and Spanish guitar 
music today, Friday 26 July. 
The concert will be performed 
by guitarist and composer Pa-
blo Alcázar, a young musician 
from Nerja who has received 
much acclaim both in Spain 
and in the UK.  

The concert will promote 
the award-winning musician’s 
latest release, Mediterraneo, a 
work that the composer claims 
focuses on “the things that 
leave a mark on one’s life”.  

Born into a family with a 
long musical tradition, Alcázar 
began his musical studies at 
the age of eight when he en-
rolled in the Escuela Municipal 
de Nerja, continuing his musi-
cal education at conservatories 
in Torre del Mar and Granada. 
He now composes modern mu-
sic for the classical guitar and 
his repertoire ranges from clas-
sical and romantic to flamenco.  

Organised by Torremolinos 
town hall, the show will start 
at 9.30pm and will include 

classics of the Spanish guitar, 
as well as a series of six themed 
pieces from his new album. 

Entrance is free, although 
early arrival is advised as the 
venue has limited seating. 

A rising star of classical 
and Spanish guitar 

Pablo Alcázar in concert. :: SUR

Jennifer Lopez, Fuengirola.

Yamato drummers, Malaga
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adults and children can be found at: 
www.festivalartesano.com. 

Jamaican Independence Day 
Ahaurín El Grande. 3 August, from 
8pm. Restaurant Los Arcos. 
Hosted by Malaga Soul n Reggae 
Revival there will be DJs playing 
old and new Jamaican reggae and 
food provided again this year by 
Mama’s Spicy Jerk.  

International Craft Fair 
Puerto Banús. Until 31 August.  
Crafts and art etc from all over the 
world at this international fair. 

Beach Wear Fashion Show 

Marbella. 9 August, 12am-6pm. 
Nao Pool Club. 
An exhibition, shopping stands and 
fashion show of luxury designer 
beach wear (starting at 4pm) will 
be held at the Nao Pool Club.  

Theatrical tours of the English  
Cemetery 
Malaga. 9 August, 10-11pm. Ce-
mentario Inglés, Av. de Pries, 1. 10€. 
Actors will play the part of some of 
the most famous inhabitants of the 
cemetery including Robert Boyd. 

Trip to Cáceres, Trujillo, Mérida 
and Guadalupe 
Fuengirola. 14-17 October. Various 
departure points. 319 / 394€ 
Booking before 20 July. Full details 
contact Fundación Lux Mundi 
Fuengirola, C/Nueva 3. Tel: 
952474840. www.lux-mundi.org/  

Trip to Baeza, Úbeda and 
Cazorla 
Fuengirola/Torre del Mar. 21-24 
October. Various departure points. 
309 / 339€ 
Full details contact Fundación Lux 
Mundi Fuengirola, C/Nueva 3. Tel: 
952474840. www.lux-mundi.org/ 
or Lux Mundi Torre del Mar. 
Tel:952543334 or e-mail: lux-
mundi@lux-mundi.org 

Trip to Gibraltar 
Torre del Mar. 19 September, 17 
October. Various departure points. 
13€. 
Coach trip to Gibraltar. Passports 
required. Lux Mundi Torre del 
Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or e-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Trip to Almuñécar 
Torre del Mar. 15 August. Various 
departure points. 13€ or 12€ with 
Friends of Lux Mundi card. 
Coach trip to see the procession of 
the Virgen de la Antigua followed 
by a firework display. Lux Mundi 
Torre del Mar. Tel:952 543 334 or 
e-mail: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org   

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling cine-
mas to check for any last minute 
time changes. Lunchtime and late 
night screenings weekends only.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 

36 02 95  www.cinealbeniz.com  
Genesis: 18.10. 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
The Lion King: 12.25, 15.45, 
16.40, 18.05, 19.10, 21.40 
Toy Story 4: 18.10, 20.20 
Spider Man, Far From Home: 
18.40, 21.20 
Midsommar: 19.10, 22.10 

Cinesur Miramar  
Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
The Lion King: 12.15, 16.15, 
18.45, 21.15, 23.45 
Yesterday: 12.10, 16.20. 
Toy Story 4: 15.55 (Mon, Tues, 
Thurs). 
Spider Man Far From Home: 
12.15, 15.50, 18.35, 21.20, 0.05. 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665. www.cinesteatro-
goya.com  

Cold Pursuit: 15.45, 18.05, (Fri, 
Sat, Sun, Mon, Tues, Wed), 15.30 
(Thurs), 22.45 (every day). 
Midsommar: 15.30, 17.50 (Fri, 
Sat, Sun, Mon, Tues), 17.50, 22.45 
(Wed), 20.10 (Thurs). 
The Lion King: 15.45, 18.10, 
20.30, 22.45 (Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon, 
Tues, Wed), 15.30, 18.15 (Thurs). 
Spider Man Far From Home: 
15.45 (Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon, Tues, 
Wed). 

Fast & Furious: Hobbs & Shaw: 
15.30, 17.45, 20.15, 22.30 (Thurs). 
Annabelle: Comes Home: 22.45 
(Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon, Tues). 
Yesterday: 18.05 (Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon, Tues, Wed). 
Toy Story 4: 15.45, 18.15 (Fri, Sat, 
Sun, Mon, Tues, Wed). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
Cold Pursuit:  15.50 (Fri, Sat, 
Sun, Mon, Tues, Wed), 20.40 
(Tues). 
Aladdin: 16.05 (Tues). 
The Lion King: 12.15 (Sat, Sun), 
20.00 (Tues), 16.45, 19.15, 21.45 
(every day). 
 Booksmart: 13.20 (Sat, Sun), 
20.20 (Tues). 
Spider Man Far From Home: 
21.05 (Tues). 
Fast & Furious: Hobbs & Shaw: 
16.30, 19.15, 21.55 (Thurs). 
Annabelle: Comes Home: 22.15 
(Tues). 
Yesterday: 18.45 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón de la 
Victoria. Calle Arroyo Totalán 
Tel: 902 220 922 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
The Lion King: 12.00 (Sat, Sun); 
19.30 (Tues). 
Toy Story 4: 16.30 (Tues). 
Spider Man, Far From Home: 
17.15 (Tues). 
Midsommar: 18.50 (Tues). 
Yesterday: 19.00 (Tues). 
Cold Pursuit: 19.15 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia. Centro 
Comercial Vialia. Tel: 902 220 922 
or visit www. yelmocines.es  
 The Lion King: 12.00 ( Sat, Sun); 
19.30 (Tues). 
Yesterday: 12.20 (Sat); 19.35 
(Tues). 
Toy Story 4: 17.55 (Tues). 
Midsommar: 19.05 (Tues). 
Cold Pursuit: 20.15 (Tues).

:: T. BRYANT 

MIJAS. The municipal audito-
rium in Mijas Pueblo will host 
the Celtic Night festival on 
Saturday 3 August. The event, 
which is organised by Big M 
Promotions and Mijas town 
hall, will return after a 12- year 
absence and will present live 
music and entertainment, 
along with a themed market 
and typical Celtic food and 
drink. 

The term Celtic generally re-
fers to the languages and re-
spective traditions of Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, the 
Isle of Man, Galicia, Asturias 
and Brittany, and this festival 
will highlight the cultural and 
gastronomic customs of this 
widely diverse culture. 

The festival will focus on 
modern and traditional Celtic 
music, with pipe and drum 
bands like The Surpipes Band 
and the Brisas de Asturias, 
along with local groups like 
The Stolen Gnomes and Dex’s 

Celtic Connections, who will 
play covers of Scottish bands 
like The Proclaimers, Deacon 
Blue, Nazareth and The Sensa-
tional Alex Harvey Band.  

The children from Banana 
Studios will start proceedings 
with traditional Welsh, Scot-
tish and Irish song and dance, 
followed by a River Dance 

show performed by the Celtic 
Dancers. 

The event, which is free, will 
begin at 6pm with the Celtic 
market held in the upper square. 
The live music will begin in the 
auditorium at 9pm and continue 
until the early hours. 

For more information, see 
www.costadeldisco.com 

Mijas welcomes the return 
of the Celtic Night festival

Dex’s Celtic Connections will perform at the festival in Mijas. :: SUR

Trip to Gibraltar, Lux Mundi.

The Jacksons, Marbella
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T
here are few topics that 
set social media alight 
more than those involv-
ing cruelty to animals.  

It is pointless arguing about 
what is acceptable and what is un-
acceptable on the Web, but if you 
are pictured mistreating a grass-
hopper, the heavens may fall on 
you.  

Pigs are regular targets, and 
when a kind Dutch lady saved a 
pig from a slaughterhouse and 
took it home, it lived as a pet for 
two years. Moving to new ac-
commodation there was no room 
for piggy, so the only option was 
to give it to a friend who seemed 
to like it.  

To safeguard piggy’s future 
the owner and owner-to-be 

signed an agreement in which 
piggy was guaranteed a dignified 
death that would not involve 
slaughterhouses.  

But necessity overrode legal 
niceties, and within days of sign-

ing, the new owner had trans-
formed piggy into an impressive 
pile of meat and patés. A judge 
ruled there was clear evidence of 
breach of contract and fined the 
culprit 500 euros. 

Pigs seldom come out well if 
the choice is keeping them or 
eating them, and human greed 
usually overcomes animal wel-
fare considerations.  

When firemen from Pewsey 
(Wiltshire, UK) fire station put 
out a farm fire and saved two 
sows and 18 piglets, everyone 
was happy – temporarily.  

Six months after the incident 
the farmer arrived at the fire sta-
tion weighed down with bags of 
sausages.  

No problem there, since, as 

they say, every pig has it’s day, 
but when the appreciative fire-
men posted pictures of the ensu-
ing barbecue on social media, 
the twitter storm caused them 
to remove all the evidence. 

But there is humanity in un-
expected quarters. Gerard 
Zwensloo, a Dutch butcher, 
never kills pigs without taking 
them for a last walk on the 
beach, although he warns 
against the cardinal sin of be-
coming too attached to them.  

“If I give them a name I am 
lost” he says. Proof of this state-
ment can be seen by visitors to 
his shop, where a pardoned vic-
tim in the making has the run of 
the place. His name is Willy and 
his appetite is famous.

ANDREW J. LINN 
  

PIGGY                  

TALES

Capuchina Vieja Petit Verdot 

This is unquestionably one of the 
best wines produced in Malaga 
province, in a winery near An-
tequera where the owner is the 
winemaker. The bodega is in an 
old monastery, hence the name. 
Only 10,000 
litres of red 
wine are pro-
duced annu-
ally, and this 
superb red, 
aged for 12 
months in 
oak, is well 
worth the 13 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

:: ANA VEGA PÉREZ DE 
ARLUCEA 

MALAGA. The official change of 
name of the Former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia is very recent 
(February 2019) and is nothing more 
than the latest twist in a long and 
confusing history of the word Ma-
cedonia or Macedonian. Over cen-
turies it has evolved to mean ‘com-
ing from a historical region in the 
north of Greece’. It is also the name 
of a certain type of parsley (Atha-
manta macedonica), mixed chopped 
vegetables (usually in a jar or fro-
zen) and a humble fruit salad, so 
well known and so common that it 
is has been consigned to the bottom 
line on the menu of the day. 

It is true that there is no mystery  
in the way that fruit salad is made, 
but its origins have intimate and even 
aristocratic roots. In 18th century 
France the concept of ‘macédoine’ 
arose to refer to a mixture of differ-
ent things or to the assembly of dif-
ferent pieces within the same work. 
There were literary, musical and cu-
linary Macedonias, all named in hon-
our of the plurality of ethnicities, re-
ligions and cultures that housed the 
Macedonian empire of Alexander the 
Great, which in 323 BC stretched 
from Pella (Macedonia) to Punjab (In-
dia). Gastronomic Macedonia origi-
nally referred to a combination of dif-

ferent vegetables cut into cubes and 
sautéed in butter, described for the 
first time in the book ‘Le Cuisinier 
Gascon’, a recipe book published in 
1740 by the aristocrat and amateur 
chef Luis Augusto de Borbón, prince 
of Dombes. 

This mixture of boiled or fried 
vegetables, very popular as a gar-
nish in the French cuisine of the 
nineteenth century, would gradu-
ally change into various fruit sal-

ads, magnificent compositions with  
cream, ice cream, alcohol or set in 
whimsical moulds with gelatine.   
María Mestayer Jacquet, alias the 
Marquesa de Parabere, in her ‘His-
tory of Gastronomy’ (1943), cred-
ited the invention of this dessert 
to François-Xavier Tortoni, an Ital-
ian ice-cream maker who made the 
Café Tortoni in Paris famous be-
tween 1804 and 1818. Different 
fruit salads (with citrus, plums, 

winter fruits  etc...) also appear in 
the first book by the ‘Queen of 
Cooks’ Marie-Antoine Carême: ‘Le 
Pâtissier Royal Parisien’ in 1815. 

Whoever the creator was, these 
exquisite fruit salads became a sta-
ple of nineteenth-century cuisine  
and somewhat deconstructed or 
simplified, they continued 
throughout the following century. 
Emilia Pardo Bazán wrote in July 
1910 that when the heat increases, 

vegetarian food triumphs because 
“you  look for freshness and light, 
as if instinct guides you to what re-
minds you most of the countryside 
and the greenery of meadows and 
trees”. She believed that Spain was 
the country that best knew how to 
adapt cuisine to the temperature, 
and that is why in Spain in the sum-
mer gazpachos, salads and fruit 
reign. Or as she called them, ‘tutti 
fruttis’... 

She mentions not one but two 
recipes of her own: pitted cherries; 
diced pears; grapes; banana slices; 
apricot pieces; pomegranate seeds; 
strawberries... any juicy fruit and in 
whatever quantities you like or need. 
Weigh the fruit and add half its 
weight in sugar. Put everything to-
gether in a salad bowl and leave it 
in the fridge for twenty-four hours.  

“A lot of people do it differently, 
but I maintain that my recipe is the 
best. To add water to the juice is to 
silver gold. If you want to sublimate 
‘tutti frutti’, the only thing you can 
add to it is a whole bottle of Cham-
pagne and a glass of good, aged co-
gnac. And if you want to complicate 
it, season it with yellow Chartreuse 
or French anisette. If you have to 
stretch it, add soda water” states Pardo.  

She also added a recipe she called 
‘Hesperides salad’, a fruit salad with 
an exotic air based on sliced or-
ange, sugar, pomegranate, banana 
and pineapple slices, “the juice 
from the pineapple, a good glass 
of rum, a sprinkling of cinnamon 
and then left to sit for eight or ten 
hours. With the garnet red of the 
pomegranate and the gold of the 
orange slices it resembles the col-
ours of the Spanish flag”. 

Still life Fruit with Champagne by Severin Roesen. :: SUR

Fruit salad may now seem like a basic dessert but it hides an illustrious past 

From simple fruit salad to tutti frutti
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L
ive music acts and gas-
tronomy are two of the 
new summer attrac-
tions in Sotogrande. 

This prestigious resort at the 
western end of the Costa del 
Sol, just inside in Cadiz prov-
ince, is adding to its already 
glamorous reputation with 
what could become one of most 
important summer events in 
the country. 

The new event, taking place 
by the famous polo fields of 
Santa María Polo Club, is 
known as White Summer Soto-
grande. Including around 65 ar-
tistic, cultural, musical and cu-
linary activities, it will coin-
cide with the 48th Interna-
tional Polo Tournament. 

From this weekend until 31 
August, all of these activities 
have been programmed, in-

cluding musical performances 
from renowned artists such as 
Rosario Flores, Viva Suecia, 
Sofia Ellar or La Casa Azul, 
which will take place between 
5 and 17 August.  

Along with these groups and 
artists, other acts include Evil 
Rosebud,  Renny Jackson, Cris-
tina Len or Canela N’Drama, 
who will perform acoustic con-
certs during the last days of 
July and into August in the 
Santa María Polo Club.  

The days and evenings in So-
togrande will also be bright-
ened up with various shows 
when visitors can see circus, 
theatrical and comedy perform-
ances, among others.  

White Summer Sotogrande 
will also have important culi-
nary offerings, as over the next 
few weeks there will be more 

than twenty foodtrucks, res-
taurants and concept bars that 
will have both national and in-
ternational options. This enter-
tainment, cultural and culinary 
extravaganza, which is the 
main addition to this year’s In-
ternational Polo Tournament, 
is a concept brought from the 
White Summer festival that 
has seen seven successful sea-
sons on Catalonia’s Costa 
Brava. 

In addition to all this fun, do 
not forget that the polo event is 
already an excellent sporting 
attraction in its own right to 
enjoy the summer in Soto-
grande, an area known not only 
for polo playing, but also golf 
and sailing. These can be prac-
tised around the estuary of the 
river Guadiaro next to the ex-
clusive and luxurious homes, 

restaurants and shops.  
The International Polo Tour-

nament, which has become one 
of the most important events 
for this sport, takes place every 
year in this enclave of the 
Campo de Gibraltar with al-
most 100,000 spectators.  

Every summer, more than 
one hundred games of polo are 
played bringing together an av-
erage of 25 to 30 teams, a thou-
sand horses and more than one 
hundred players, who are some 
of the best in the world.  

In addition to this unique 
event, in Sotogrande and its 
municipality, San Roque, you 
can find other very interesting 
summer attractions.  

As well as its golf courses, 
polo and marina, other points 
of interest await, such as the 
estuary of Guadiaro and the la-
goon of Torreguadiaro, where 
you can see a variety of bird 
species. You can also tour the 
Finca La Alcaidesa, publicly 
owned and next to Sotogrande, 
where ecotourism activities 
await.  

Not far from here you can 
walk through Pinar del Rey, a 
large forest that started out in 
the early 19th century when 
trees were planted to manufac-
ture boats.

Much more than sport 

DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA

SOTOGRANDE 

How to get there 

About 1 hour 20 minutes from 
Malaga, via the A-7 (40 minutes 
from Marbella).

JAVIER ALMELLONES

Santa María Polo Club during the summer. ::  SUR

Marina. Considered one of 
most luxurious tourist spots 
in Europe. 

Sotogrande beach. Located 
next to the exclusive resort 
of the same name, charac-
terised by its various aquatic 
activities.  

Guadiaro estuary. Wetland 
located next to Sotogrande, 
which is protected as a 
natural park.  

Almenara Golf. Course sur-
rounded by pine trees and 
corn oaks.  

QUICK GUIDE

More than 65 artistic, cultural, gastronomic and musical activities await 
visitors at the White Summer festival this year, which will take place alongside 
the International Polo Tournament in Sotogrande

Sevilla

Málaga

Córdoba

Huelva

Cádiz Sotogrande
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It is the second hospital in 
the province to use this 
technique, which enables 
cancer patients whose 
larynx has been removed  
to speak again 

:: ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 

MARBELLA. Patients whose larynx 
is removed will now be able to speak 
perfectly normally again, thanks to 
a new phonatory   prosthesis. The 
Costa del Sol hospital has begun to 
perform these operations, and is only 
the second hospital in Malaga pro-
vince to use the technique.  

These operations are being carried 
out by the Marbella hospital’s de-
partment, on patients whose larynx 
has been removed due to cancer. This 
type of surgery enables them to re-
cover their voice.    

The phonatory prosthesis is an 
instrument which is put in place du-
ring the operation to remove the 
larynx or immediately afterwards, 

through a simple procedure. The re-
sult is a voice with a great ability to 
communicate, “quite similar to the 
natural tone, with no metallic effect, 
and it eliminates the social stigma 
which is suffered by many of the pa-
tients who have had this surgery,” 
say sources at the hospital.  

This new device, which is smaller 
and easy to manage, replaces the vo-
cal chords and “it means the patients 
can lead a completely normal life, 
because the device enables them to 
speak,” they say.  

Although it is easy to use, this 
prosthesis requires discipline from 
the patients, with careful daily hygie-
ne care as well as monitoring by the 
hospital. After a period of six to 12 
months, depending on its condition, 
the device needs to be replaced but 
this does not involve surgery as it 
can be done easily as an out-patient.  

So far, three patients have been 
fitted with a phonatory prosthesis 
at the Costa del Sol hospital, and they 
are attending sessions to learn how 
to use it and begin to speak. They are One of the operations to put the phonatory prosthesis in place at the Costa del Sol hospital. :: SUR

The Costa del Sol 
hospital can now 
implant prostheses to 
replace vocal chords
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also taught how to look after the de-
vice.   

Specialist training 
Juan Miguel Palomeque, Emilia Ló-
pez and Francisco Muñoz, doctors 
at the Cervical Pathology and Onco-
logy unit at the Costa del Sol, are 
applying this technique after recei-
ving training from specialist Óscar 
Cazorla at the Virgen de la Victoria 
hospital in Malaga, which is a 
benchmark in Andalucía for this type 
of technique. Dr Cazorla has colla-
borated with these first operations 
and trained the team from the Cos-
ta del Sol hospital. 

“When you operate on patients 
with cancer, there is a professional 
satisfaction in freeing them from 
their tumour but, as the months 
and years pass, you see how much 
their lives have become restricted. 
They have lost the ability to talk on 

the phone, go out and hold a con-
versation with friends, or speak to 
people in their jobs... you have the 
feeling that you haven’t completely 
finished your work,” says Emilia 
López, one of the doctors in Mar-
bella.  

Motivation 
The inclusion of this new technique 
was partly motivated by this doctor, 
who says she discovered how effec-
tive it was during a talk. “I went on 

a course about this type of prosthe-
sis and saw one of our patients, who 
had undergone surgery 32 years ear-
lier, giving a talk on how he had com-
pletely recovered his life since they 
gave him the phonatory prosthesis. 
I realised that we need to provide all 
the resources possible so that our pa-
tients can recover their lives after 
surgery. It’s exciting to see how, af-
ter several years, they can start to 
speak again just a week after being 
given the prosthesis,” she says.  

For his part, Dr Palomeque says 
that the oncology and cervical patho-
logy unit at the hospital has worked 
hard on incorporating this techni-
que “to give the patients the ability 
to communicate again and improve 
the quality of life in cases where they 
are not able to develop a correct 
esophageal or erigmophonic voice, 
or they want a more fluid and bet-
ter quality voice,” he explains.  

The operation has been 
performed on three 
patients at the Costa del 
Sol hospital, who are 
now being monitored

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

ESTEPONA. Estepona town hall 
has put out to tender a contract for 
17 automated external defibrillators 
(DEAs) to be located in the El Car-
men, La Lobilla, Santo Tomás de 
Aquino, Cancelada and San Fer-
nando sports centres, the athletics 
stadium, the Fernando Muñoz Pé-
rez stadium, the Padre Manuel cul-
tural centre, the Puertosol building 
and the departments of Bienestar 
Social y Consumo. Two will also be 
given to the Civil Protection unit 

and four to the Local Police. 
The contract will run for two 

years at an estimated cost of over 
56,000 euros and will include the 
maintenance of the apparatus as 
well as the spread of basic informa-
tion on their use and reanimation 
techniques. 

At the moment, there are 16 
DEAs placed around the town, one 
of which was recently donated by 
a mother who lost her son as the re-
sult of a heart attack at the skate 
park. The town hall has not yet  
stated whether the 17 new DEAs 
will be in addition to or will replace 
the existing machines.  

Meanwhile, the department for 
health of the Junta de Andalucía has 
declared the historic centre of Este-
pona as ‘Zona Cardioasegurada’ as 
it can now offer rapid and effective 
attention to anyone havng a heart 
attack.

Estepona town hall 
creates ‘cardio-safe’ 
zone in the historic 
centre with 17 new 
defibrillators
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“For many years I have 
been have been actively 
and passively arguing for 
a new hospital to be built 
on land by the Civil 
hospital and connected 
to the Materno Infantil” 

MALAGA. At the age of 33 he de-
veloped a technique to operate on 
cardiac patients which is now used 
all round the world and bears his 
name. He is very pleased to have 
discovered this technique, because 
it helps so many people. Now aged 
82, Norberto González de Vega no 

longer performs surgery but he con-
tinues to study and keep up to date 
because, as he says, doctors who love 
their profession never stop being 
concerned about other people. For 
25 years he was the head of the car-
diovascular surgery department at 
the Carlos Haya hospital, as it was 
called then. A non-conformist with 
an enquiring mind, who does not 
hesitate to criticise those in power, 
Dr González de Vega says in this in-
terview that “the public health serv-
ice in Malaga has always been badly 
treated: under Franco, the UCD, 
PSOE and PP”. This cardiac surgeon, 
who was born in Granada and 
trained as a doctor in Madrid, de-
scribes Malaga as “a marvellous 
place, many people are jealous of 
it”.  
–Why did you decide to give up 
surgery? 
–One night four years ago, I went 
home after operating on a Swedish 
patient at the Clínica Santa Elena 
and realised that 50 years had passed 

since I operated on my first patient, 
and I thought that would be a good 
time to stop. It was a hard decision 
to make. Now, though, there are 
days when I say I have three opera-
tions going on: one in London, one 
in Malaga and a third in Madrid. 
These are patients to whom I have 
recommended a particular surgeon. 
-How long is it since you left the 
health service as the head of car-
diovascular surgery at the Carlos 
Haya hospital, as it was called 
them? 
–I didn’t retire, they retired me. I 
was 66 then and I’m 82 now, so it 
was 16 years ago. 
–As you are such an active person, 
I imagine you keep up to date with 
medical matters, don’t you?  
–I dedicate my time firstly to my 
grandchildren, taking them to school 
at 8am, then I read and keep up to 
date not only with cardiac surgery 
but medicine in general. At the mo-
ment I am excited about three 
things in particular, they are all very 

 ”The health service in 
Malaga has always been 
badly treated” 

 Norberto González de Vega   Cardiac  surgeon

Norberto González de  
Vega worked as a  
health service cardiac  
surgeon for 50 years. 
:: SHEILA RAMÍREZ

ÁNGEL 
ESCALERA

aescalera@diariosur.es 
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to study in order to help others.  
–What do you think about the 
health service in Malaga? 
–In my view, Malaga has always 
been badly treated in terms of 
health, ever since we have had the 
use of reason. It has been completely 
neglected, while the city has grown 
exponentially. It was the same un-
der Franco, the UCD, PSOE and PP; 
the situation has not changed. When 
I came to Malaga in 1980, there were 
only the Carlos Haya and Civil hos-
pitals, because the Clínico had been 
built but there wasn’t enough 
money to get it up and running. 
When I had been in Malaga for a 
year they inaugurated the Materno, 
which is the best hospital we have 
architecturally.  
–How do you feel about the way 
the Junta de Andalucía has treated 
Malaga? 
–In terms of health, the regional 
government has always behaved 
very badly towards Malaga. That 
isn’t a matter of political parties.  
–And what do you think of the de-
cision to build a hospital in the car 
park at the Civil?  
–Well, that’s a good idea. It’s some-
thing I have been defending, ac-
tively and passively, for many years. 
What they have to do is make a 
building which has room for growth, 
to cover future demand. I have 
dreamed about this new hospital so  
many times, connected to the Ma-
terno Infantil and the Civil hospi-
tal. I have always thought the Civil 
is a building which deserves to be 
treated as well as they have treated 
the old Tabacalera building. The Civil 

new in medicine.   
–Which three things are they? 
–The first is microbiota (intestinal 
flora) and its importance in cardio-
vascular, digestive and mental ill-
nesses and obesity, and faecal trans-
plant, which is the solution for some 
patients. The second is the way we 
can improve how we care for pa-
tients who have had a heart attack, 
and the third is phage therapy, which 
seems to be the only way to beat ill-
nesses which occur because of germs 
which are resistent to antiobiotics. 
I am very interested in these three 
things. When a doctor who has en-
joyed medicine has to retire or de-
cides to retire, he or she continues 

hospital is wonderful, but they just 
patched it up when things went 
wrong. I hope this new hospital pro-
ject will finally go ahead. I have been 
saying this for 40 years. It has to be 
done now, once and for all.  
–So you are in agreement with the 
Junta’s plans for this project?  
–Yes, I am. I made a nuisance of my-
self everywhere, saying a new hos-
pital had to be built there. Malaga 
needs this hospital. I hated the idea 
of the macrohospital, though. I want 
people to understand that a hospi-
tal isn’t just a building. It is an or-
ganisation which needs trained staff, 

a hierarchy, tradition and good man-
agement. The soul of a hospital can’t 
be created overnight.  
–You knew the old Carlos Haya 
hospital well. What do you think 
of it now?  
–It became obsolete a long time ago. 
I’ll give you an example. When I 
came to Malaga they assigned me 
two operating theatres which were 
15 years old. Forty years later, they 
are still using them.  
–What do you think the health 
service has  to do to meet the needs 
of the public?  
–I believe there is a need for 

“The decentralisation of 
health care is one of the 
worst things they have 
ever done”

>

“A doctor who has 
enjoyed medicine 
continues to study in 
order to help others”

“A hospital isn’t just a 
building. The soul of a 
hospital can’t be 
created overnight”
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more GPs. In Spain, 80 per 
cent of medical care is special-

ist and hospital-based and 20 per 
cent is from health centres. It should 
be the other way round. If health 
centres are well equipped, people 
will go less to the Emergency De-
partment. And if people don’t use 
the Emergency services so much, 
fewer will have to be admitted to 
hospital. However, it seems there 
is a reluctance to make that move.   
–So the work of GPs is key to the 
health system working well.  
–Listen to what I’m about to tell 
you. I have enjoyed being a surgeon 
more than anyone else in the world,  
but if I were born again I would 
probably become a GP, because I re-
alise how important they are, and 
so are health centre nurses. Why 
should a patient have to spend a 
week in hospital? They need a 
wound treated and to be given medi-
cation, that’s all. The patient can 
walk through the hospital corridors. 
If a nurse could go to their home to 
change their dressing every day, 
they wouldn’t have to spend so 
much time in hospital.   
–Going back to the health service 
in Malaga being neglected for so 
long, since the time of Franco, what 
is the reason for that? 
–I believe there are two reasons. Al-
though I wasn’t born here I feel more 
‘malagueño’ than anyone and I think 
it is such a wonderful place that 
other people are jealous and resent 
it. That’s an irrational feeling that I 
can’t demonstrate. What is demon-
strable, though, is that Malaga has 
grown thanks to tourism and there 

have been major improvements in 
air connections and rail travel. The 
roads have also been substantially 
improved. These changes have all 
been planned and have taken place, 
but they forgot about the hospitals. 
If a foreigner arrives at Malaga air-
port, or the AVE railway station now 
and is suddenly taken ill and loses 
consciousness, they are taken to 
Emergencies at the Carlos Haya and 

when they wake up they must think 
they have been transported to a hos-
pital in India from 100 years ago.  
–Why has that happened? 
–All I can say is that they have for-
gotten that health is the most im-
portant thing in the world. Like the 
saying goes, it’s even more impor-
tant than money and love.   
–What is your opinion about the 
way hospitals function? 
–Look, a hospital, which is where I 
have always worked, is very com-
plicated to run. At the top of a hos-
pital there needs to be someone 
highly trained in two fields. They 
need to know about finance and 
about medicine. They also need a 
very competent team around them. 
If that isn’t the case, the hospital 
can’t function. In the 25 years I spent 
at the Carlos Haya, there were 21 
managers. The only attribute they 
shared for the job was that they were 
part of the governing party. That 
can’t be allowed to happen. I’ll give 
you another example. I once went 
on a Mediterranean cruise with my 
family, and there were 3,000 pas-
sengers on that ship. Everything 
was really well organised, which I 
admired, and I mentioned it to one 
of the staff. He said “this works be-
cause only one person is in charge 
here: the captain, who delegates to 
people he trusts”.   
–But a hospital isn’t a ship. 
–No, obviously not, and although it 
sounds strange, if there isn’t a chain 
of command with moral authority, 
things fall apart. In hospitals, many 
of the heads of department are tem-
porary and are chosen by the man-

ager, and if they are not the best  
then the people under them don’t 
respect them.   
–You have also worked in the pri-
vate health sector. Do the same 
mistakes occur there? 
–There are mistakes in the private 
health sector as well, it isn’t a pana-
cea. In my opinion, we shouldn’t di-
vide health into public and private. 
We should talk about good and bad 
health care. There is good care in the 
public and private systems, and also 
bad care. I was head of department 
for 25 years and I worked in the pub-
lic health service for 50 years, but I 
pay over 300 euros a month for 
health cover from Sanitas. In Malaga, 
private health care has grown tre-
mendously and it is full of manag-
ers who used to work in the public 
sector. It’s what is known as revolv-
ing doors. I don’t like that.  
–Did you feel coerced or under 
pressure while you were the head 
of cardiac surgery?  
–Well, you’re asking me that but 
you already know the answer. When 
I came to Malaga I wasn’t the can-
didate they had wanted for the post. 
For a couple of years I was fine be-
cause I was employed by Madrid, 
but when the system changed I felt 
I wasn’t just a candidate they hadn’t 
chosen, I was definitely unwanted. 
Everything was a continual battle.   
–Do you think decentralising 
health care is a positive or nega-
tive thing? 
–The decentralisation of health care 
is one of the worst things they have 
ever done. There should be a national 
health service. The National Trans-

plant Organisation (ONT) and the 
Paraplegics Hospital of Toledo, which 
are nationally run, work very well. 
That is the health model they need 
to follow. 
–A technique in cardiac surgery 
has been named after you. That 
must be satisfying from a profes-
sional point of view, I imagine? 
–It gives me the greatest satisfac-
tion. A surgeon can operate on thou-
sands of patients during their life, 
but if you are lucky enough to de-
velop a technique which is used all 
over the world (De Vega tricuspid   
annuloplasty), you realise you have 
contributed to the wellbeing of sick 
people everywhere.  
–And when did you discover this 
technique? 
–When I was 33, in Madrid at the 
Jiménez Díaz Foundation. Because 
I was so young, people thought it 
must have been my father who dis-
covered it, not me. I published the 
work and called it ‘Selective annu-
loplasty, regulable and permanent’. 
It was the cardiac surgeons who 
started calling it De Vega tricuspid 
annuloplasty in their reports.  
–Is it still being used today?  
–Oh yes, very much so. The last time 
I was in Beijing, in a hospital where 
they do 16,000 extracorporeal op-
erations a year, they were using my 
technique 40 times a day. What gives 
me the most satisfaction is that 
something that occurred to me, 
which I began to test on a pig heart 
in my kitchen at home, assisted by 
my sister-in-law who was a nurse, 
is still used to operate on patients 
today. 

Reasons for neglect 

“I believe Malaga is so 
wonderful that other 
people feel jealous of it 
and resent it” 

Infrastructure 

“We have a big airport, the 
AVE and good roads, but 
they forgot about the 
hospitals” 

Health care 

“There is good medicine in 
the health service and the 
private sector, and there is 
bad medicine in both too”  

De Vega tricuspid annuloplasty 

“What gives me the greatest 
satisfaction is having 
developed a technique 
which is used worldwide”

QUOTES
>
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The Japanese forward, 
who won the Premier 
League with Leicester, 
arrived in the city on 
Wednesday night 

MALAGA. Forward Shinji Okazaki 
arrived in the city’s María Zam-
brano train station on Wednesday 
night ahead of completing his free 
transfer move to Malaga. 

Crowds greeted the Japan inter-
national, most recently linked to 
Leicester City with whom he won 
the English Premier League in 
2015-16. 

Okazaki had his medical on 
Thursday and at the time of going 
to print was awaiting clearance to 
be able to join Víctor Sánchez and 
his squad who are currently train-
ing at La Quinta near Marbella.   

Okazaki, 33, is expected to be 
the star signing of the summer 
given his profile and that of the 
club who will once more be in the 
second division. 

Though he lost his place in the 
Leicester team in the last two sea-
sons, Okazaki comes with the per-
sonal backing of sporting director 
Jose Luis Caminero who values his 
work ethic and his flexibility in at-
tacking areas. 

The Japanese forward first ar-
rived in Europe to play for Stutt-
gart in the German Bundesliga, be-
fore joining another German team, 
Mainz 05. He then joined Leices-
ter in 2015. Okazaki has represented 
his country on 119 occasions. 

Upon his arrival in the city, Oka-
zaki expressed his satisfaction at join-
ing the Blue and Whites: “I always 
wanted to play in Spain. It doesn’t 
matter to me that it’s in Segunda; I’m  
really happy to be here.” 

Okazaki’s arrival sees an end to 

the paralysis around the club with 
preseason training well under way 
and no new arrivals through the door. 

As SUR in English reported last 
week, a deal for Stoichkov had been 
agreed. However, after waiting for a 
week for club president Sheikh Ab-
dullah Al-Thani to sign off on the 
deal, the forward signed for Alcorcón 
instead. 

The same problem also threatened 
to derail the Okazaki deal but that 
seems, for the time being at least, to 
have got over the line. 

Rosales joins Leganés  
And just as one comes in, another 
has gone out the door. Right-back 
Roberto Rosales has brought an end 
to his five-year association with the 
club, joining La Liga side Leganés for 
around one million euros. 

Meanwhile, winger Jony has been 
training with Italian side Lazio but 
that move is yet to be signed off. The 
departure of Javi Ontiveros to Vil-
larreal, likewise, is still pending the 
approval of Al-Thani. 

But despite this perceived inac-
tion, coach Víctor Sánchez  said in 
a press conference on Monday that 
he was “confident” that the squad 
would be in place in time for the 
start of the season. “I am in constant 
dialogue with  Al-Thani who tells 
us that we will have a competitive 
team.”

Shinji Okazaki, Malaga’s star signing this summer

ANTONIO 
GÓNGORA

 Twitter: @GongoraSUR

Caminero greets Okazaki on his arrival at María Zambrano station on Wednesday. :: SALVADOR SALAS

:: MARINA RIVAS 

MALAGA. Two and a half weeks 
later than the men’s team but with 
a whole month until the start of the 
new season, Malaga’s women’s team 
will return for preseason training 
next week. 

The new squad, led by José Her-
rera in Segunda División Pro, will re-
port back for medical examinations  
on Wednesday at the installations at 
La Rosaleda stadium. By Thursday, 
the players will be back in contact 
with the ball.  

As has been the case in previous 

years, Malaga Femenino, now that 
they are back in the second tier, have 
doubts once more over where they 
can call home. They are in direct com-
petition with the men’s reserve side, 
Atlético Malagueño, and the two 
teams will alternate between the 

Malaga Football Federation grounds 
and the fields at El Viso during pre-
season. 

Once the season starts, Femen-
ino are expected to retain the Fed-
eration as their ‘home’ ground but 
this could still change.

Femenino to report 
back for preseason 
training next 
Wednesday

Six players who have committed to the new project. :: MALAGACF.COM
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   A LOOK AT LA LIGA

The public game of poker be-
tween Real Madrid, Gareth Bale 
and Zinedine Zidane is now get-
ting to the point where the stakes 
are higher than ever. The club 
wants to cash in on the Welsh-
man, the manager wants to 
speculate the money, but the 
player doesn’t want to budge. 

This isn’t an accurate account 
of what has happened in the 
Spanish capital this week but 
I’m pretty sure it isn’t far off the 
true events. 

The manager and president sit 
across an enormous desk in the 
high-rise office of Florentino Pé-
rez. “Mr President,”  Zidane clears 
his throat.  “You promised that if 
I returned to the club you would 
allow me to sign my own players. 
I would like to bring in the World 
Cup winner Paul Pogba. He’s…” 

The president interrupts his 
flow.  “You have 42 players on the 
training pitch Zizou. You need to 
balance the books.  Move that 
Welshman on and you have your 
money.” 

Two hours later Zidane beck-
ons Gareth Bale into his coaching 
den.  He is required to beckon as 
Bale speaks no Spanish and Zi-
dane’s English is limited. 

Zidane types into Google trans-
late and hands the phone to the 
man who single-handedly won 
the Champions League for him. 

A bemused Bale reads the text 
and types back: “You want me to 
buy some Chinos.”  The furious 
former World Player of the Year 
grabs the office globe which he 
was using to track the club’s com-
plicated world tour and sticks a 
pin into China.  The globe bursts 
but Bale needs no translation. 

Later that afternoon the 
stressed star sits down for a cup 
of tea with his new wife. “Yaki 
da.” This quashes the myth that 
he isn’t bi-lingual. “Emma my love, 
I know we were going to discuss 
the wedding album, but we need 
to speak about my job.  They want 
me to transfer to China.” 

Once he’s picked up the bro-
ken Welsh pottery he’s told that: 
“The Beckhams moved to LA, 
Milan and then Paris.  All coun-
tries where they spoke English!”  
He was ordered  to  “… sort it for 
himself.” 

Bale takes the initiative, 
scours the internet and furtively 
dials a telephone number. 
“Hello, this is Gareth Bale, do 

you speak English?” 
“Hello Mr Bale.  Yes sir, here at 

the club we speak many languages 
with those who honour us by play-
ing here.” 

A beaming Bale responds “Bril-
liant.  I hear Shanqin is the best 
club in the whole of China. I’d like 
to come and play soon.” 

“Mr Bale we’d be delighted to 
have you treading our lush turf,” 
responds the proud manager of 
the club that is regarded as the 
best in China. 

“Tidy!” says Bale.  “Just one 
more thing, what’s the nearest 
professional football club to 
Shanqin Bay Golf Club?” 

The new Mrs Bale overhears 
the conversations and screams.  
“We’re not going to Beijing for all 
of the tees in China.” 

Thirteen hundred miles away 
Paul Pogba unpacks his one hun-
dred pairs of Adidas trainers and 
slopes off to the Carrington train-
ing ground through the Manches-
ter rain. 

The story continues.

ROB PALMER
Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

The stakes are 
getting higher in the 
game of poker 
between Real 
Madrid, Gareth Bale 
and Zinedine Zidane

For all the tees in China

Zidane and Bale haven’t had the best relationship. :: REUTERS

:: PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. The new Malaga home 
kit for next season has been re-
leased and went on sale both on-
line and at the club’s official out-
lets on Thursday. 

The players themselves will wear 
the kit for the first time today, Fri-
day, during the club’s first pre-sea-
son friendly against Algeciras at the 
Estadio Nuevo Mirador (kick off 
8.30pm). 

 Compared with last season’s 
shirt, there are two principal dif-

ferences: the sleeves are now white, 
not blue, and the back of the shirt, 
where the number is, is now blue. 
The shorts and socks remain blue. 

What’s more, on the front, there 
is now a patch which shows the co-
ordinates and an image of La 
Rosaleda stadium. 

The Nike logo and club badge fea-
ture on the front as usual, along-
side the logo of the main sponsor, 
Tesesa. BeSoccer occupies the spon-
sorship spot on the sleeve, while 
Benahavís remains on the rear.

The new Malaga home 
kit goes on sale

THE NEW 2019-20 MALAGA HOME SHIRT

Neck 

It remains a v-neck 
but it’s a bit rounder 
than before. On the 
back is the club crest.

Sleeves 

They return to 
the colour white 
after a couple of 
seasons.

Back 

The space on the 
back for the shirt 
number has a blue 
background, not 
white.

Patch 

The coordi-
nates and an 
image of La 
Rosaleda 
stadium 
appear.
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MALAGA. If you ran into him on 
the street, you probably wouldn’t 
recognise him. It may, however,  at-
tract people’s attention if an adult 
man were to ride by on a bicycle  like 
a teenager... Behind this alternative 
figure hides a BMX world champion 
and one of the most influential peo-
ple in the industry.  

Ruben Alcántara was born in 
Malaga 44 years ago. He was ahead 
of his time, as he is now. It didn’t 
take him long to emigrate to the 
United States, the birthplace of 
BMX, to rub shoulders with the 
best in the world until he became 
number one. Now, after a long his-
tory of competitions and promo-
tion, Alcántara has decided to turn 
Malaga into the new international 

benchmark for his sport. The first 
step was the design of the skate 
and BMX installation that bears 
his name in the Parque del Norte. 
The perfect curves, inclinations 
and endless lines have attracted 
thousands of fans from all over the 
world to the city, in addition to the 
most outstanding international 
competitions.  

During his life as a professional, 
he didn’t just ride in idyllic instal-
lations all over the world, he was 
also interested in their construc-
tion and design. He made notes, 
took measurements and collected 
data until, with the help of archi-
tect Aitor Veguillas, he founded 
the company Soul Parks, which 
years later has become a success-
ful reality. They have designed and 
built parks all over Spain, espe-
cially in Malaga, and are about to 
embark on a major project in Tel 
Aviv, Israel. “When I tried a ramp 
and it went well, I always asked 
how it had been built. After see-
ing how good the skatepark in 
Malaga looked, my partner and I 

were clear that we could go down 
that road. Some councils of small 
towns contacted us because the 
fans themselves had told them that 
we were the right ones to do a simi-
lar installation in their area. It’s 
been a relatively short time, but 
we’re doing very well. In addition 
to the concrete ‘bowls’, we also in-
cluded the dirt parks, which are 
cheaper and have a lot of pull with 
bikers,” he explains.  

Soul Parks has already designed 
nine skate parks and BMX parks in 
Spain, as well as the one on the 
way in Israel. Alcántara and Veguil-
las’ company is in charge of design, 
but also advises on the drafting of 
the projects, monitors the work 
and manages the budget. The com-
pany does not build the concrete 
installations, but does build those 
that are made of earth, popularly 
known as ‘campillos’. 

What is striking is that the parks 
are well connected to their users. Be-
fore undertaking each project, they 
hold meetings with the fans in the 
area to take their preferences into 
account and listen to proposals. “We 
like to talk to the locals, with the 
people who are going to use them. 
We guide them because there are 
many park styles and they under-
stand that changes can be made. By 
keeping them up to date with the 
process, everything is more positive,” 
he explains. Zaragoza, Bilbao, Vigo, 
San Pedro de Alcántara, Pizarra, Vé-
lez-Málaga and Malaga already have 
facilities designed by Soul Parks, a 
relatively cheap and very functional 
type of project for fans of all ages.  

“We are turning Malaga into the 
new Mecca for this sport. In reality 
it already is with the bowl that I de-
signed in Parque del Norte. There are 
fans from all over the world who 
come here for tourism and biking. 
Not only is this park already a great 
selling-point, but there are also oth-
ers spread throughout the province 
which allow visitors to fully make 
the most of their trip. Professionals 
and brands come to Malaga to record 
because they know that here they 
will get excellent material,” says 
Rubén Alcántara, who has disassoci-
ated himself from the park that bears 
his name. Although he delivered it 

through his company, in addition to 
getting Malaga to host the World Cup 
twice, that is now over. “We had an 
agreement that the council would 
continue as a ‘sponsor’, but then they 
told me that it couldn’t continue. I 
don’t think they appreciated what I 
did for them. I also think that they 
didn’t care much either that I  disas-
sociated myself. It’s been a disap-
pointment,” he says.  

Olympic games 
Although he no longer competes, 
Alcántara maintains a tight inter-
national agenda. The World Cup 
will no longer stop in the city, but 
Alcántara remains a judge and ad-
visor. He has just arrived from Ger-
many, where he travelled from 

Australia, then travelled to Mex-
ico and later to the United States, 
where the final of the tournament 
is held. As if that was not enough, 
the International Cycling Union 
has recruited him as an advisor for 
the BMX events he organises, since 
this modality will be an Olympic 
sport in the Tokyo Games. 

“The UCI has a parallel World 
Cup whose points help towards 
qualification for the Games. I’m a 
judge, but I’m an advisor in the 
competition system. Being a fre-
estyle sport it is complex to score. 
BMX has been at the Olympics in 
the ‘race’ category, but not the fre-
estyle, which will now be in the 
Games. I hope to be in Tokyo, it 
would be another dream”. 

From champion 
of the world to 
designer  

Global BMX star Rubén Alcántara has his 
own business, Soul Parks, which has built 
BMX and skate parks throughout Spain 
and is now going global 

Rubén Alcántara poses with one of his latest projects, the new park in Vélez-Malaga. :: SUR

Bird’s-eye view in San Pedro. :: SUR

JUAN 
CALDERÓN

 Twitter: @jcv249 

One of Alcántara’s BMX designs in Santander. :: SUR
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The conditions were 
perfect at Cabopino for 
the final chance to 
qualify for the amateur 
tour’s showpiece event 

:: ALEJANDRO DÍAZ 
MALAGA. Excitement is brewing 
for the Costa del Golf Tour grand 
final. The competition, organised 
by SUR and its leading publication 
Costa del Golf, will culminate next 
weekend at Guadalmina golf club, 
following the fourth round of qua-
lification last Sunday at Cabopino. 

Cabopino golf course owes its 
name to the wide-canopy conifers 
that line its fairways and these, 
alongside the excellent conditions, 
meant that the around 100 compe-
titors particularly enjoyed what was 
the last day of the competition be-
fore the grand final.  

Sunday’s round saw Antonio Je-
sús Alcaide Campos, Gabriel Isaías 
Fraile Gamboa, Ignacio Zurita Ga-
dea, Pelayo Pérez Crespo, Pedro Or-
tiz Tome and Francisco Muñoz Mon-
tes play their way into the final in 
the first category. Francisco Borja 
Gutiérrez Sedeño, Per Arne An-
derssen, Fernando Garnica Gómez,  
Ángel Fernández Molina, Federico 
Villanueva Jover and José Bernal de 
la Rosa qualified in the second ca-
tegory. On the women’s side, the 
standard of play by Danielle Fran-
chino Giraudet, Patricia V. Thiele 
Rico, Mercedes Sánchez Rovira and 
Monserrat San Francisco Quintana 
guaranteed their progress to com-
pete for the top honours in what is 

fast becoming Andalucía’s top ama-
teur tournament. 

Awards presentation 
The intense day of golf on Sunday 
was followed by an awards cere-
mony. Cabopino manager, Eliat Pé-
rez, and SUR’s commercial director, 
Jorge Artero, whose responsibility 
it was to announce winners, were 
both present. Costa del Golf Tour 
collaborator, Grupo Da Bruno, or-
ganised a traditional feast in the Da 
Bruno Cabopino restaurant, where 
attendees could sample true Medi-
terranean gastronomy.

Countdown begins to 
the Costa del Golf 
Tour grand final 

Golfers had their last chance to qualify. :: JOSELE

‘Amigos de SUR’ list 
opens for grand final 

Despite qualification rounds be-
ing over, those who wish to parti-
cipate in the grand final can still 
do so. A special category called 
‘Amigos del SUR’ (Friends of SUR) 
has been created for the showpie-
ce event at Guadalmina golf club 
on 27 July. All interested can regis-
ter via Oferplan. 

The golf complex consists of a 
north and south course. The 
south course, remodelled in 
2002, boasts a total of 45 holes. 
It was inaugurated in 1959, mak-
ing it the second oldest on the 
Costa del Sol. Wide fairways 
snake between trees. The north 
course is considered less chal-
lenging, despite having more 
trees, water obstacles and a 
more uneven surface.
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Fuengirola 

PENTHOUSE apartment on Paseo 
Maritimo, 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, 
panoramic views, parking. 198 
square metres, 88 square metres of 
open sun terrace. 420,000 Euros. 
Tel. 00447977864181 

TORREBLANCA: 3 bed, 2 bath villa, 
pool, garage, panoramic sea views. 
359.000 Euros. 626.864.683 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

ABSOLUTE giveaway price. Chic 
townhouse (former 'High End' B&B). 
7 double bedrooms, incredible glass 
covered central living area with gal-
leried landing. 5 bathrooms, exten-
sive kitchen. No structural work re-
quired - simply a little DIY and paint 
due to prolonged unoccupied pe-
riod. 3 patio areas. First to see will 
buy. 180,000. +44(0)7484545906 

ALHAURIN Torre, El Lugar. Well con-
structed, very spacious 8 bedroom, 
4 bathroom, massive lounge, etc. 
(400 sqm), pool, solar panels un-
derfloor heating. 385,000 euros. 
Phone Julia Esme 629 487 762, 678 
457 784 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

TOURIST Project. Banús -Istan, Km.7 
(entrance)  Zahara Lagoon. sanpe-
drotraducciones@gmail.com 

PTO BANUS penthouse. Cheapest 
3 bed in Port. 499,000 Euros. (Has 
rental rent of 500 Euros per/night) 
669067057 

Mijas 

EL COTO: 3 bed, 2 bath apartment, 
terrace, pool, parking. 135,000 
Euros. 626.864.683 

CARIBASOL Property offers a wide 
selection of properties in all pricer-
anges and areas of the Costa del Sol. 
Please visit our website.: www.car-
ibasolproperty.com. Youre also wel-
come call Nicholas on +34 682 889 
075  

VILLA/ Bungalow rustic 4,500 sq. 
meters of land 4 beds 2 1/2 baths. 
Large kitchen. Garaging for 6 cars. 
Would be ideal for Kennels/ Cat-
tery 10 mins. La Cala. Pool, ten-
nis court 475,000 Eur. p.x. may 
be poss. 662561773 or 952590297 
Private/ No agent  

BIG VILLA NEEDS RESTORATION 
IN MIJAS COSTA www.casaberne-
sto.com DIRECT OWNER 

Property Wanted 

WE ARE looking for attractive 
properties, seaview is a plus, min. 
2 bedrooms between Benal-
madena/ Marbella for our Scan-
dinavian clients. Call 952469519 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apartments 
from Torremolinos to Calahonda. 
Call Joe 626.864.683 

SELLING your Property? Honest 
valuations. Maximum exposure and 
Free Energy Certificate. 15 years 
successfully selling property on the 
Costa. Call 606526618 or email 
info@first4propertyspain.com No 
sale. No fee guaranteed 

Other areas 

PORTUGAL land for sale NR Tavira 
3.000 metres. Water well old wind-
mill, sea views. 98.000 euros. Tel. 
656642339 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Costa: Penthouse, 
very sunny, sea views, beside beach, 
and all amenities nearby. Private ur-
banization. Winter season period. 
Tel. 655550067 

Estepona 

COSTALITA Playa: Villa next to 
beach, 4 bedrooms, 3 bedrooms, 
private pool. Short term. Owner. 
617326688 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN, luxury 2 bedrooms, terraces, 
garden pool, parking 650 
euros/month.679111522  

ALHAURIN Torre Grande. Urban ru-
ral long term rentals. Esme Julia 629 
487 762, 678 457 784 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

PTO BANUS: Lovely 2 bedroom holi-
day flat, available now! Communal 
pools/ garden. 687537838 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo central, 2 bedroom 
apartment. Views. 600 Euros. 
650192127 

MIJAS Costa: Large Villa, fully fur-
nished, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
60m2 living room. 30m2 activity/ 
reception room. Roof terrace. 90m2 
private garden. Community garden 
and pool. Parking. Long term. 1,990 
Euros/ month. Info (fr/de) Photos 
email: mdguti@gmail.com 
+34619018175 

CALAZUL: 2 bed penthouse. Long 
term. Garage & storeroom. 750 Euros 
month. 607316625 

Torremolinos 

IMPERIAL Puerto, 1 bed apt avail-
able 16/08 to 09/09, sleeps 4. Win-
ter let Oct to March. 5mins beach/ 
port. Benalmádena 07742398317/ 
+34627525599 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

DREAM Swimming Pool. If you are 
looking for an original swimming 
pool then you just found the right 
enterprise to make your project 
a reality. We create authentic de-
signs according your needs. Also, 
we can turn your antic pool in to 
a new pool design. +34610502623 
www.dreamgarden.es 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs & renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers & rollers. info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/ palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Kit Hogg 600260534/ Penny 
Hogg 686888409. www.spain-
tree.com  

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization), swim-
ming pool designs, water features, 
irrigation. Specialising in beau-
tiful gardens. Also replan-
ning/maintenance. Special offer 
for communities. 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
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SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

REFORMS, new bathrooms, new 
kitchens, property renovations and 
projects. We manage the whole pro-
ject. Over 20 years on the Coast. All 
areas covered. Full guarantee. Mas-
terbuild. www.masterbuildspain.com 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
952663141/ 670409759 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 15 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

DO YOU need a handyman for all 
your odd jobs around the house? 
Ring Bill, 617594488 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

ALL kind of repair, reforms, paint-
ings, carpentry, bathroom, kitchen, 
electric. Speak English, Swedish, 
Spanish. Cyrus 619930738 

Plumbers 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

SUPERIOR decoration service for 
the discerning client; interiors +ex-
teriors, paper hanging +paint fin-
ishes. Call Tim on 695875118/ 
952450348 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional painters & decorators. All 
aspects of interior & exterior work. 
Also kitchen/furniture spraying. 
Call/WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

PAINTING & decorating. For a quick 
and efficient service call Ian 
603219176 

FULLY qualified decorator, all as-
pects covered with over 25 years 
experience. Friendly/ efficient 
service. References available. All 
areas covered, Marbella to Gra-
nada. Contact Mark 653080455/ 
952034078. Facebook: m.wright 

WOOD repair. Furniture restoration. 
Doors and kitchen cabinets. Paint-
ing, spraying. Interior, exterior. Tel. 
652698850, nidal_kd@hotmail.com 

Tiling 

QUALITY Tiling, bathrooms, kitch-
ens, terraces. 20 years on Coast. 
722378582 Vern 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Carpenters 

DOORS, Wardrobes, kitchens, deck-
ing, etc. Renovations. All areas cov-
ered. Established on the Costa Del 
Sol for over 20 years. 952663141 
www.masterbuildspain.com... 
info@masterbuildspain.com 
670409759.  

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines-Dish-
washers-Ovens-Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34 673344212. English 
Service Technician. 37 years expe-
rience 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
634455064 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We (clean, 
crystallize, seal, polish). Also repair, 
grinding, laying, selling marble. 
Clean, seal terraces, 25 years expe-
rience. Cover all Costa. Tel: 
0034671244683 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-

tic jointing, strips between the glass 

curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. 
Highest quality UPVC windows, 
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass 
replacement fully guaranteed. 
Trade/ public. Showroom. 
952667761/ 680828000 

VENTANAS Ventanas Arcoplan No 
1 in UPVC windows and glass cur-
tains.info@arcoplan.net 
Tel.:952667559 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24 hour call-out. Free 
security surveys. English speak-
ing. 636770865-952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 658277572  

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

JUST SOLAR. Electric & hot water 
systems fitted and maintained 
677063272/ 625702772 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING Service engi-
neers: All makes serviced and re-
paired. All areas covered. Author-
ised installers under regulations: 
Real Decreto 115/207..... www.en-
virocarespain.com info@enviroca-
respain.com Over 20 years on the 
Costa Del Sol 952663141/ 
670409759 

FIRES and gas/ wood burning stoves: 
info@envirocarespain.com..... 
www.envirocarespain.com. All ar-
eas covered. Established on the Costa 
Del Sol for over 20 years. 
952663141/ 670409759 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136  

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

www.handymanservices.es Elec-
trician, plumbing, construction, 
painting. Innovation Sotogrande 
to Marbella, 648712530 

PRONTO Build Multiservices build-
ing company. Free quotation. Ed-
ward 618622272 www.pron-
tobuild.es 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com  

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-

down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 

647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 
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PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Insurance 

Translators 

OFFICIAL Translations. All languages 
952789204 mobile 654613094 
Sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Tax Consultants 

BREXIT are you ready? We study 
and assess your personal situation, 
we prepare all the necessary docu-
mentation and will present it on your 
behalf. Request an appointment. La 
Asesoría. Telf. 747758327, 
laborali32@yahoo.es  

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/ P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable.TL 617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk  

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

CO-WORKING space in Estepona 
center? We offer great workspace 
to develop your business from 180 
euros/month. Ask for other options 
951273993 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)

REMOVALS 
 AND STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/ hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

MAN & VAN 20 Euros an hour. Re-
movals big/ small. House clearances/ 
rubbish. Paul 622020856 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 600. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK AUG 2ND. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582/ 
603860702 move@freinterna-
tional.com 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20 Euros hour 
+ fuel. Steve 602637242  

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Removals 
along the Costa del Sol, throughout 
Spain and Worldwide. Air freight 
and Overseas shipping. Tel. 
952470707 www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Unrivalled 
range of good quality packing ma-
terials for sale: removal boxes, bub-
ble wrap, paper and tape. Tel. 
952470707 www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Trading 
on the coast since 1978. Spanish 
limited company. Over 300 storage 
containers for household goods and 
personal effects. 24hrs security and 
video surveillance. Tel. 952470707 
www.southern.es 

REMOVALS back to UK, 22 cubic 
meter removal truck leaving 7th 
August. Space available. Cheap 
prices. Fully insured. Tel 611386014/ 
00447403200234 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
HOUSE clearances specialist. 
Houses, gardens, garages cleared. 
Cash on collection . Man & van re-
moval service. Fast and reliable. Rich 
639229607 Joanne 649977723 re-
cyclejo@hotmail.com  

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

HOUSE Clearance specialists. Full 
or part clearance. All furniture 
wanted. We pay more!! Call 
634324914 or Email houseclear-
anceman@hotmail.com 

HOUSEHOLD/ garden furniture. 
Entire contents purchased includ-
ing the vehicle. 660366033 

CASH for your unwanted furniture, 
bric-a-brac, antiques. House/ ga-
rage/ bar clearances. Steve 
602637242 

MENS Rolex Oyster White gold. 
5,500 Euros. 638535614 

STRONG Ratan glass top table, 4 
matching chairs. 395 Euros. 
638535614 

NEW POLYESTER material like skill 
for curtains, etc. 40 Euros. Hair-
dresser scissors. 638535614 

BUY RECORDS, record player, CD's 
and Radios. 651 187 549  

BUY FUR  jackets and coats, orien-
tal and persian carpets, jewellery 
and watches, all Kinds of silver 
90/100/800, silver plated cuttlery, 
tin, amber, coral, coins, medals, por-
celain, inheritance discounts and 
households, Military items until pho-
tos, medals etc., fair price in cash. 
651187549 

GUITARS electric and acoustic, am-
plifiers and PA system (Estepona). 
952795389 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673  

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-
tion same day. 685524921 
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SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 
for any second-hand cars. Jeff 
639416333 

CALL me first or last, but phone 
me!! I pay more, guaranteed. Want 
motorhomes, caravans, cars, com-
mercial vehicles. Financed, no pa-
pers. Non-runners no problem. 
660366033 Chris. 20 years on the 
coast 

FOR SALE issan Juke 2012 1.6 gaso-
line itv taxed 115000 kms 8200 
euros. Tel: 607510109 952566572 

Buy / Sell Motorbikes 

MOTORCYCLES/ Scooters bought 
and sold, same day response, ITV, 
Gestoria service. 674843115 

Car / Van Hire 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 
952796166/ 615834322. 
info@transmatic.es www.trans-
matic.es  

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying & registering to save 
tax. More info www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury 
boat charters. Boat sales. 
Tel/Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain can help you hire 

and keep quality staff quickly and 

cost effectively. Call 951400234 

www.jobfinderspain.com  

JOBFINDER Spain can help you find 

your ideal job. Call 951400234 

www.jobfinderspain.com 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES: We are 
looking for experienced Sales Reps. 
952028080. Email: info@local-
soft.net / Web: www.localsoft.com 

500 - 3,000 Euros per month (you 
choose the amount) part time, home 
based. Call Phil Cony on 643781651 
for details 

VIDEOGAME TESTERS: Earn quick 
money testing videogames (all lan-
guages). Tel. 952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.net / Web: www.lo-
calsoftgames.com 

ETSIMME Suomen. Espanjan ja Eng-
lanti hallitsevan reipaan henkilon 
lentokentta toimistollemme asiakas-
palveluun. Marko@autokatti.com 
952 475 179 

LOOKING for qualified English 
teachers for Fuengirola. Send re-
sumes to lynnesacade-
mycv@gmail.com 

REAL Estate since 25 years in the 
area of Marbella is looking for Sales 
consultant. English/French/Span-
ish speaking essential, driving li-
cense and own car. Send cv 
dorian@reluz.com 

WANTED Experienced native Eng-
lish speaking telemarketers for ex-

panding office in Fuengirola. Must 
have NIE and SS as contract is given 

from the start. Hours Monday-Thurs: 
4-8.30pm, Friday 4-7pm. Call Lynn 
on 622206333 

FIDELITY Marketing. We are cur-
rently employing for our Marbella 
office, we are looking for native Eng-
lish people who are self motivated 
with experience in telesales. We of-
fer a basic salary and competitive 
commission structure. For more in-
formation please email fidelitymar-
keting@mail.com or call 
0034604364769 
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TELESALES Staff required full or 
part time (3-5 days) to work from 
our friendly office in Elviria, Mon-
Thurs 10am to 6pm (4pm Fridays). 
Successful applicants will get a full 
or part time contract depending on 
hours, good basic and commission. 
Applicants must be between 25yrs/ 
50yrs old and English as their first 
language. Telephone Gary on 
+34.951.569.312 for more details 

PART- time position within leading 
events company to coordinate at 
weddings, managing one or two ven-
ues. Candidates must have a clean 
driving license, be fluent in English 
and Spanish, have excellent people 
skills and attention to detail. Please 
send CV to susie@sunshinewed-
dings.com 

ARE YOU a independent worker who 
can use their own initiative? Are you 
enthusiastic and ready for the next 
step in your career? Tango Tickets 
is looking for a motivated new staff 
member to work 5 days a week in 
our office in Fuengirola! What are 
your responsibilities? Your job will 
start when the orders come in! You 
will send the invoices to our clients 
and control the payment process. 
You are in contact with our purchaser 
on a daily basis. You do not want to 
miss a thing he does or buy. You are 
responsible for the purchase regis-
tration and preparing the payments 
for our suppliers. Debit and credit 
control will be a key role in your job. 
To become our new colleague you'll 
need the following requirements; A 
passion and good knowledge of fi-
nance and administration, Experi-
ence in debit and/or credit control 
is an advantage, Able to work in a 
stressful and dynamic environment, 
Enthusiastic personality, Experience 
in using excel and outlook, Fluent 
in English (Spanish, Dutch would be 
an advantage), No 9-5 mentality. 
Do you fit the description and are 
interested? Apply directly by email 
to accounts@tangotickets.eu. We 
are looking forward to seeing you 
soon! 

IMAGINEworking in Marbella, in 
luxury beachfront offices with floor 
to ceiling Ocean and Mountain 
View¿s. Now imagine working with 
the most exciting Start up in Mar-
bella, building a real future, a real 
career, with real pride. You must be 
amazing, talented, ambitious, and 
with total integrity.  Success Driven? 
Then work with serial entrepreneurs 
building their next Big Company. For 
an informal chat, in full confidenti-
ality. Call Francis  951822888 

Situations Wanted 

WORK required: All cement work, 
plumbing, tiling, electric, plaster, 
carpenter. If possible would like to 
be employed part-time. Own tools 
and van. Based in Fuengirola. 
622336727 

CLEANER 17 years residence, good 
references. Inland & coastal. 
660773351 

NICE lady in need of a job: House-
keeping, cleaning, PA, waitress, 
kitchen assistant. 612294451 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

DISSOULTE gentleman seeks a 
dominant male 50+ perhaps with a 
medical background and a virile pro-
pensity for regular same gender in-
timacy at his private secluded venue 
where the extremes of adult activ-
ity can be enjoyed in leisurely tran-
quillity, no fees can travel.. fetish-
fanatic@yahoo.co.uk 

ELDERLY gentle man WLTM an at-
tractive older lady 60+ who is very 
tactile and is still desiring some sen-
sual intimacy in her life..  amatory-
tony@yahoo.co.uk 

EXNURSE seeks sincere, secure gen-
tleman for caring relationship, must 
be educated, non-smoker. 
634331091 

WANTED, your venue for compre-
hensive outre fun with adventur-
ous, submissive elderly male, 50 
plus`s only. outrefun1@yahoo.co.uk 

BACHELOR 62, attractive, living 
alone in finca, WLTM lady for friend-
ship. Whatsapp 606763000 

NICE lady WLTM a nice man for 
friendship. 612294451 

Clairvoyants 

BRITISH Psychic consultant thera-
pist offers guidance through accu-
rate predictions on money, sex, love, 
health. Torre del Mar 634922224 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

DOCTORS of Chiropractic Mogens 
Dahl and Daniel Rainbow. Fuengi-
rola (opposite RENFE) 
952464137www.chiro-dahl.com 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

AMERICAN Lady masseuse: Pen-
sioners 50% discount. Benalmadena 
Costa. 691533101 

BENALMADENA: Professional 
massage, lumbar, back, clay, 
chocolate. From 30E. 608181791. 
beaprinc.wixsite.com/zen-
realmmassage 

BRITISH male: Massage therapist, 
fully qualified in Indian head mas-
sage and full body massage. Benal-
madena Costa 602691975 

NUEVA Andalucia Qualified mas-
seuse, sports and therapeutic mas-
sage at home Own massage bed 
Gisele 620340648 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

NEW PROFESSIONAL Chiromas-
seuse. Marbella center. Exclusive 
offer. Therapies in general. Thera-
peutic, Sports, Holistic, Califor-
nian, Swedish massages. Tradi-
tional Hindu massage. 634775180  

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. Reduced rates: 
over 65. 622231133 

SEBASTIAN. Masseur. Full body. 
Relieve stress. Torremolinos. Ap-
pointments Whatsapp 666169820 

THAI woman. Professional mas-
sages. Benalmádena Playagolf. Vis-
its. Appointments. Whatsapp. 
612210289 

Therapists 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard +447813944146 

GERMAN certified therapist offers 
Chiromassage and Cupping in Al-
haurin Golf. Tel: 952831913 

PROFESSIONAL massage. Breuss; 
Dorn method; CBD oil massage; 
Original Thai; Reflexology; Deep tis-
sue. Home visits. 603135167 

Beauty Treatments / 
Products 

OFFER Bb-glow, dermapen, filler, 
eyeslash extensions. Facials, pedi-
cures. Massages. Mobile services 
Marbella area. 686993685 

Mobility 

MOBILITY scooters and wheelchairs: 
Rental, repair and sales. All Coast 
and Axarquia: Mollina, Antequera. 
Also repair TV's audio, swimming 
pool pumps. 663956018 

Others 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivered or mail order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC. SKYTV. IPTV. Full Skypack Eu-
ropeens Hdtv Reallignements. In-
stallacions audio videos cameras se-
curity. Internettv wifi. Electrical 
fault tv all rooms no cables. All cost 
coverage Jose Sotto since 1973. 
952443838 670443838 josesot-
toamselem77@gmail.com  

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Buy / Sell 

DAYTONA Computer: Computers, 
mobile phones and accessories in 
your language. Sales and repairs. 
Agents Masmovil and HablaYa. Es-
tablished 1999. info@daytona.es 
or call 952667395 Los Boliches 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Computers & Lap-
tops upgraded and repaired. Laptop 
sales, New and Refurbished. Also 
one-to-one training. Experienced, 
reliable service, Paul, 
630652338/952493859 

COMPUTER. Internet, Network or 
UK TV Issues? 15 years helping 
people. Call Neil: 662379899 
info@soltecspain.com 

CLASSES 

HOLA! Speak Spanish from first 
lesson. Experienced qualified na-
tive teacher. School in Fuengirola. 
661159330 teacher.cristina@out-
look.com 

SPANISH lessons. Native, quali-
fied & experienced teacher. New 
easy and effective method. Also 
tutoring for students. Coast and 
inland. 678997388 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-

count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-

piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-

matic. 687070256 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

Pet Transport 

PET-COURIERS com. If you love 
your pet try us first. We are the best. 
Door to door services throughout 
Europe. Specialised vehicles - be-
spoken service. Full legal service, 
including documentation if required. 
For further information call or email 
us. Tel. or WhatsApp (0034) 
651033670 Email: info@pet-cou-
riers.com 

The undisputed
market leader
and favourite

read*, reaching
more than

260,000 expats
every week 

in Malaga alone
(*IPSOS 

independent 
research)
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  

Puerto de la Duquesa: 634717317  / 
duquesaportrblspainsouth@gmail.com 
Mijas Costa: 615758959. Fuengirola: 
952468106. Costa del Sol-Torre del Mar: 
628343198  Los Romanes: 618293749. 
Torremolinos: 952370907 Welfare 
951309610.  Coín: 663157776 
www.coinrbl.info Marbella: 952774572 
www.britishlegion.org.uk/ 
branches/marbella Alhaurín el Grande: 
952112118/637134616. Benajarafe: 

685413642. Nerja: 952526423. Albox: 
albox.chairman@rbl.community  Mollina: 

957535211. Riders’ branch: 952514226 
/653108415 

BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

andalucia@britchamber.com 951203094          

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

English-speaking groups. 600379110. 

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 

English meetings: www.alanonspain.org 

POSITIVELY PINK ASSOCIATION 

Breast cancer. www.positively-pink.com  
info@positively-pink.com  

AECC PINK LADIES 

Cancer Support Group: 658 946 903 

DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP 

Fuengirola. Anne Bowles: 607879450 
annediabetics@gmail.com 

MY WEIGH, WEIGHT LOSS 

www.facebook.com/myweighspain 
952583907/ 663674804 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 

Estepona: Janet 69445754/Ben 7557048 
006. Bar Cristobel, Thurs 6pm. 

CUDECA SUPPORT GROUPS 

952 564 910 or susanhannam@cudeca.org  
Estepona: ACE Club 11.30am 1st Thurs. 
Nerja: Cáritas 11.30am 2nd Thurs. 
Cómpeta: 11.30am 3rd Thurs Axareducación. 

MABS CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 

Fourth Tuesday, Miraflores Club, Marbella, 
11.30 a.m. 952833568/ 647054945 

CANCER SUCKS SPAIN  

Cancer support group. 662446388 
Facebook & cancersucksspain@outlook.com 

AGE CARE ASSOCIATION 

Coffee mornings: from 11am-12.30 pm. 
Benalmádena: Mon, Bar Pitanza; 
Calahonda: Tues, Thurs, Calahonda Int. 
Baptist Church; Fuengirola: Wed, Bar Salon 
Varietés; Coín: Thurs, Pépe’s Bar; Los 

Boliches: Frid, Hogar de Jubilados. Advice: 
635407255 info@agecarecosta.org  

AGE CONCERN 

Estepona and Manilva: Lifeline 608458555 
acesteponaymanilva@ageconcernespana.org 
/ www.acesteponaymanilva.org. Fuengirola: 

Los Bolichos, Thurs 11am-1pm. Pensionista 
building near station. Mijas: Mijas Pueblo, 
Thurs 11am-1pm. Julio Bartolo Bar. LLa Cala, 
Fri 11.30am-1pm Bar Peña Flamenca del Sur. 
Helpline (10am-5pm weekdays) 652537615. 
Marbella, San Pedro: Lifeline: 689355198. 
1st Thurs, 11am. Real Club Padel, Marbella. 
www.ageconcernmarbella.com 

ANREM -  RESIDENTS & FOREIGNERS  

info@anrem.org 630927226 anrem.org 

FOREIGN RESIDENTS’ ASS. ANDALUCIA 

thefraa@hotmail.com 658426227 

LUX MUNDI ECUMENICAL CENTRE 

Torre del Mar: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 
952543334.Fuengirola: 952474840 

ROYAL AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

Costa del Sol, www.rafacostadelsol.co.uk  

CONSERVATIVES ABROAD 

conservatives.costadelsol@gmail.com  

INTERNAT. LABOUR  GROUP  

Fuengirola: Alf  Brewer 952449408 

ASSOC. FRANCÓFONOS  

All French speakers welcome. 951087994 

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL CLUB 

Almuñécar-Torrox nerjaclub@yahoo.com  
www.americaninternationalclub.com  

NEDERLANSE CLUB COSTA DEL SOL 

Tel: 952473545. Various Costa locations  

AMERICAN CLUB COSTA DEL SOL 

David Kylen 653274392 

ACE AMERICAN CLUB OF ESTEPONA 

Calle San Roque. Tel: 952793059. 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CLUB MALAGA  

English/Spanish conversation. 
englishspeakingclubofmalaga.blogspot.com.es 

WELSH SOCIETY  

Arroyo de la Miel. Debbie 626292707 

THE BRITISH SOCIETY 

John Kelly 603223163 Benalmádena 

Pueblo. britsocietyspain@hotmail.com  

BRITISH ASSOCIATION MARBELLA 

Meets weekly. Jan/Joan 952835947 

ENGLISH PHOENIX CLUB  

Torre del Mar: Gael: 951067723 

INTERNAT. CLUB OF SALOBREÑA 

icsalobrena@hotmail.com 

ASOCIACIÓN IRLANDESA 

President Finola Sloyan: 607340523 

 IRISH ASSOCIATION OF SPAIN 

618680148. Facebook. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING 

Arroyo. Terry 952468498/666622204 

INTERNATIONAL CLUB ESTEPONA 

www.theiceclub.es 952802549.  

OUT OF AFRICA CLUB 

Trish: 952668081 

U3A LEARNING FOR PLEASURE 

Axarquía: www.u3aaxarquia.com  
Fuengirola:www.u3afuengirolacostadelsol
.com  
Marbella & Inland: 

www.u3a.international 

BRITISH SCOUTING MOVEMENT 

1st Fuengirola Scout Group.               
Robert Troost 610755995 
www.fuengirolascouts.com 

THE ARTS SOCIETY  

Costa del Sol:  www.theartssociety-
costadelsol.org/ Nerja: 952533373. 
theartssocietynerja.com  
De la Frontera: San Roque Club. nadfas-
delafrontera.org Gibraltar: 
theartssociety.org/gibraltar  Benahavís: 
663459103. theartssocietybenahavis.com 

MARBELLA BUSINESS NETWORK 

Joe 694442331 wednesdayjoe@gmail.com 

THE SENDERISTAS  

Multi national walking group. 
www.senderistas.eu 

THE FIELD CLUB 

Walks. Fuengirola. www.thefieldclub.org                                                                           

COSTA CHORDBUSTERS 

Anne Bowles. 952464184 

THE INTERNATIONAL MUSIC SOCIETY 

www.timschoir.org. Gilly: 952573983.  

COLLEGIUM MUSICUM COSTA DEL SOL  

International choir/orchestra. 952775492. 

CANTOLIBRE CHOIR 

Amateur singers Estepona. 692558 041 

NEW SAYDO SINGERS 

Every Tuesday: Kate: 685563764 
jj2devine@yahoo.co.uk 

R.T.’S LINE DANCE CLUB 

Calahonda / Fuengirola / Benalmádena. 
Bob 952931754 or 697441313. 

BOOGIE SHOES LINE DANCE CLUB 

Estepona, The Roadhouse Bar. Thurs 19.45 

MISSISSIPPI COASTERS  

Line dance.Fuengirola.Bob 697441313. 

JIVE DANCE CLUB  

jivespain.com 635717211. 

JJ’S COSTA DEL SOL DANCE CLUB  

Ballroom, Sequence & Latin 627658925 

FOTA, FRIENDS OF THE THEATRE 

Desk open Mon/Wed/Fri 11.30am-1.15pm. 
Salon Varietés, Fuengirola. 952584268. 

INTERNATIONAL THEATRE STUDIO 

San Pedro district. Tel 952884034 

THESPA-ENGLISH SPEAKING PLAYERS 

Dinner and Drama. Los Boliches. 
622454422. www.theatrecostadelsol.com. 

NERJA HISTORY GROUP 

Talks/trips. Christina Sinclair 687602057 
email: nerjahistorygroup@yahoo.com  

ESTEPONA FLORAL ART CLUB 

esteponafloralartclub@hotmail.com  
www.facebook.com/esteponafloralartclub 

FLOWER ARRANGING CLUB 

Venta Platero (Coín-Cartama road) 

THE ANDALUCIAN GARDEN GROUP 

Alh. el Grande. 952119767/952455213 

THE AXARQUÍA GARDEN CLUB 

www.axarquiagardenclub.blogspot.com 

ANDALUCIA BIRD SOCIETY 

952817843 www.andaluciabirdsociety.org 

COSTA PRESS CLUB 

www.costapressclub.com 

COSTA WOMEN  

www.costawomen.com/ 677251058 

TANGENT CLUB & EX-LADIES CIRCLERS 

952886772 mbl63@hotmail.co.uk 

41 CLUBS & EX-ROUND TABLERS 

Costa del Sol: 952818772 / 627462410 
Nerja: 952529611 / 677090665 

PATCHWORK AND QUILTING  

www.quiltersdelsol.org 

COSTA PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

www.photoclubspain.com 

ASTRONOMY COSTA DEL SOL 

astronomycostadelsol.com 616679453. 

NERJA CHICK-LIT BOOK CLUB 

New friends, great books! 693373530 

LIONS CLUBS 

Malaga Ilusion: May Ramirez 616613705; 

Leos: Gonzalo 627712351; University: Sara 
626835485 Marbella Costa del Sol: 
Jacqueline Dueñas 619755031; Marbella 

Francófono: Rosalyn Bakker; 952884340; 
Marbella German: T. Heyden 667760230; 
Marbella Decano: M. Álvarez 619414119; 
Mijas: Jose Guasp Borreda 639 080 569; La 

Cala: Anita Humphreys 610868505; Nerja: 
Elke Lange 693706900; Puerto Banús 

Cosmopolitan: Egidia Ingels 68032009; 
Rincón de la Victoria: Doris: 952407824 

TOASTMASTERS PUBLIC SPEAKING 

Al-Andalus Toastmasters Club #1788: 
Donna 956 840 497. Rota, Cadiz.                
The Achievers Toastmasters Club #5183: 
Nueva Andalucía, Percy 646533112. 
Gibraltar: Luis 606460025. Malaga: PTA  
English / Spanish, Claudia 685965867. 

FREEMASONS 

Fuengirola: Norman Hay 674755024. 
Calahonda: Mike Williams 644133186. 
Los Boliches:  Paul Clueit 667156806. 
Mijas Costa: David Mantle 952934193. 
Coín: Ian Bushnell 611020641. 
Alhaurín: Vic Dean 952450678. 

LODGE EUROPEAN FRATERNITY 52 

Tel:658655511 or 646436967  

ROTARY CLUB 

Benalmádena: 952441440 Benahavís: 
695542881 Estepona: 952800999. 
Fuengirola/Mijas: 696494492. Marbella: 
952821121 San Pedro: 951318381 
Marbella - Guadalmina: 952888077, 
Mijas International: 644242365 

OVER 40S SINGLES CLUB 

Estepona: El Limonero  Tel: 952806759    

ARROYO SOCIAL & WELFARE CLUB 

Arroyo de la Miel. Jean 952563580. 

TORREMOLINOS & DIST. SOCIAL CLUB  

Wed am. Rosaleda Bar. Mike 626880722.  

ARROYO FRIENDLY CLUB 

Benalmádena. 952446935. 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

653771625 www.soroptimist.es 

HASH HOUSE HARRIERS 

Mijas: 695660450. Malaga: 654633430. 

AMIGAS DE CASA 

Vva del Trabuco. 952751424/952751304 
www.trabucotimes.com/amigasdecasa.htm 

CLUB CHARITY AND PLEASURE  

Estepona. President Terry 952813336 
clubcharityandpleasure.wordpress.com 

COLMENAR DISTRICT SOCIAL CLUB 

Marjorie 951163071. 

TENNIS CLUB ‘EL CAPITAN INT’ 

Torre del Mar. Patrick 675391967. 

THE GOOD COMPANIONS CLUB 

Los Boliches. Tel: Tony White 951661201. 

CLUB DE BÉISBOL COSTA DEL SOL B.B.C. 

952202940 / 952464468. Mijas  

AIKIDO TOMIKI SHODOKAN  

Different levels. Tel: 952131670, Malaga  

 TAEKWONDO CLUB  

Fighting Dragons Club  Benalmádena.   
Mike  618149373 www.vipfitness.tv   

ALHAURÍN BRIDGE CLUB 

Jeremy Rittener 629138606 or 
rittener@gmail.com 

CALAHONDA BRIDGE CLUB 

Club Naranja. 952198789 / 670593 232. 

ACE BRIDGE CLUB 

Fuengirola. Deanne Mutter: 747771404. 

NERJA BRIDGE CLUB 

Joan 952520579 or Trevor on 952524743 

LOS BOLICHES BRIDGE CLUB  

Dominiques. Mon & Fri. 645684756 

C C MARBELLA BRIDGE 

Wed, Thurs, Sat, Sun. With Bridgemate. Tel: 
636 673 372 or www.mx77.com 

CASTILLO BRIDGE CLUB 

Tel: 655459576 www.bridgewebs.com 

ST ANDREW’S BRIDGE CLUB 

Los Boliches. 697769170 / 952667861. 

COSTA DEL SOL CRICKET CLUB 

League cricket. Previn: 606526618. 

MARBELLA SURF CLUB 

Avda. Independencia, 17, Tel:952778617.  

INTERNATIONAL TABLE TENNIS CLUB 

Benalmádena Costa. 952373813. 

MIJAS LAWN BOWLS CLUB 

Tel: 952 466 038. 

MARBELLA SINGLES SOCIAL GROUP 

Over 45s. marycormack1@aol.com 

COSTA DISCUSSION GROUP 

CostaDiscussionGroup@yahoo.com, David 
672 356 829, monthly 

PAINTING GROUP 

Fueng.-Marbella. cicelycarroll@yahoo.com 

THE ART CLUB 

San Pedro www.theartclub.es 

YORUBA ASSOCIATION OF MALAGA 

Aluko 691314576 yorubassmlg@hotmail.com  

SOTOGRANDE WRITERS CLUB 

http://www.sotograndewriters.com 

COMMUNITY PRESIDENTS CLUB 

Marbella:645784718/Fuengirola: 
952591071 www.urbytus.es/pc/ 

BENALMÁDENA HEALING GROUP 

Spiritual Group Tel Liz 951947480        

CLASSIC CARS CLUB 

Mijas. 3rd Sat each month. 607690057 

FERRARI OWNERS CLUB 

607562057ferrariownersclubandalucia.com  

PORCHE OWNERS’ CLUB 
 peter@porscheownersandalucia.eu 

SPANISH/ENGLISH INTERCAMBIO 
Malaga. Raff Bar,  C/José Denis Belgrano 
Tues 8.30pm  672 356 829 David. 

INDIAN COMMUNITY 
indiancommunitymalaga@gmail.comTel: 
952477171 / 627108987  

THE IMAGE GROUP 
Photographic club. imagegroupspain.com  

GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS 
jackwatson10@gmail.com Tel:620786772 

KNITTED KNOCKERS SPAIN 
Free handmade breast prostheses. 
www.kkscostadelsol.org or email 
info.spanishknockers@gmail.com 

FABULOSO SINGING GROUP 
Mijas / Fuengirola 622514781 

ALIVE AND KICKING LINEDANCING 
Fuengirola.Jennifer 663516654   

REFUGE RECOVERY  FOR ADDICTIONS 
El Trapiche: Bob  642352013

CLUBS

Send any corrections or details of new 
clubs by email marked ‘For  the clubs 
page’. surinenglish.su@diariosur.es
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Donkey 2. Chaffinch 3. 
Cobra 4. Kodiak bear.

Naja Naja is the genus 
name for what creature?

1. Peter O’Toole 2. Bing 
Crosby 3. Stewart Granger 4. 
Rex Harrison

Who was nominated 8 
times for an Oscar without 
success?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11368

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

A change of attitude is easy when 

someone else shares it. Working with 

others to a common goal is where your 

satisfaction lies.    

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

This is, and has been, a very emotional 

time for most signs. Jumping ahead 

when it comes to a chance to shine is 

just what you need.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Keep a positive attitude and plans can 

be seen through smoothly this week. 

Don’t expect to be satisfied though. 

There are still things that you want to 

put in place.   

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Listen carefully to those around you as 

there is something you need to know. A 

task you are given may seem a bit 

cheeky. Someone in authority waits to 

see your reaction.  

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Taking a more relaxed attitude brings 

the result you need. Indeed, pushing 

someone to act could see them run in 

the opposite direction!    

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

There is no point in trying to keep 

everyone else happy if you only make 

yourself discontented. This is a time for 

honesty and openness even if it makes 

you feel uncomfortable.       

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Combine your charisma and charm  

with a slightly pushy attitude to get 

what you want. Someone who at first 

appears stubborn can be won round.     

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

When the New Moon shines on your 

finances, be ready to act. What starts 

off as a tentative offer could snowball 

and be just what you want! Confidence 

is up and down at this unusual time.  

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

This should be a light-hearted week. 

Banish negative thoughts and get out 

and have some fun! A loved one is 

urging a trip or social call.      

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Cash should not be a problem, which 

leaves you the freedom to plan ahead. 

Being single-minded and with your 

thoughts on the task ahead is essential. 

Loved ones want your attention.    

Sagittarius  
November 223rd – December 21st 

A bumpy start to the week should not 

put you off. An optimistic attitude 

shows that you have confidence. Don’t 

rule out romance but wait until your 

thoughts are in order. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

A visit to an unusual place really 

stimulates your mind and creative 

talents. Summer fancies turn the way of 

romance but work could get in the way 

if you have not been organised. 

5 1

2 4 9 6 8

7 6 4 9

4 6 5

7 2

6 2 8 5 7

1 3 6

8 7 4

8 1 5 2

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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Across Down

WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer: Cobra. 

Of interest: Naja is a genus of 

venomous elapid snakes known as 

cobras. All species in the genus are 

capable of delivering a fatal bite to 

a human. 

 

Answer: Peter O’Toole  

Of interest: Peter Seamus O’Toole 

was a British stage and film actor of 

Irish descent. He was nominated 

for an Oscar for his roles in 

Lawrence Of Arabia, Becket, The 

Lion in Winter, Goodbye, Mr Chips, 

The Ruling Class, The Stuntman, 

My Favourite Year and Venus.

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is C.  
Camisole, Cardigan, 
Moccasin, all items of 
clothing. 

Last week:  
La Cala de Mijas 

This is the La Noria roundabout on the 

Avda Mare Nostrum in La Cala adjacent 

to the Pueblo La Noria ‘urbanisation’. 

A spikey monument 

Language Crossword

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION
CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Aidastella                    27/07                 Palma                 Cadiz                  08.00            18.00 

Explorer ot Seas        30/07               Valencia               Cadiz                  13.00            20.00 

Seabourn Encore       31/07                      -                 Cartagena              07.00            17.00 

Sapphire Princess      01/08                  Cadiz                      -                      08.00            18.00 

Harmony V              03-04/08           Marbella           Marbella               06.00            23.59 

Europa 2                      04/08               Valencia               Cadiz                  08.00            19.00
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The ten-year-old 
achieved the highest 
grade awarded by 
Trinity College, 
scoring 87 per cent 

:: ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 

MARBELLA. When he received the 
news that he had achieved the high-
est professional drumming grade, Ser-
gio ‘Drummer’ Rodríguez was play-
ing in a beach bar with his friends. “It 
didn’t sink in at the time, but later I 
realised what I’d achieved and I went 
crazy!” the 10-year-old from Marbella 
explains to SUR. Sergio has become 
the youngest musician to achieve the 
highest possible drumming grade 
awarded in music by the prestigious 
London-based  Trinity College, scor-
ing an impressive 87 per cent. 

Sergio wowed the examiners with 
three pieces and an improvisation: 
Jimi Hendrix’s Fire, Biffy Clyro’s That 
Golden Rule and the iconic Spirit of 
The Radio from legendary progres-
sive rock band Rush and incredible 
drummer Neil Peart. “I was a little 
nervous, but they told me that I had 
done very well,” Sergio says. 

Sergio’s recognition as a profes-
sional drummer is the fruit of a huge 
combined effort. “We placed great 
emphasis on the Trinity exam in every 
lesson,” says Sergio, pupil at the Rock 
Factory music school in San Pedro. 

There, Sergio has three hours of 
lessons a week with drum teacher 
Teo González. “We are extremely 
proud of him. We have watched him 

grow,” beams González, remember-
ing how it all started. “I saw his po-
tential in the group sessions, and so 
asked to take him for an individual 
30-minute lesson. This has increased 
to three hours a week this year.” 

Sergio’s Rock Factory journey be-
gan just over three years ago, but 
his passion for drumming goes back 

a long way. “I started to play with 
drumsticks when I was three and 
after trying different instruments 
with my dad, I chose the drums be-
cause it was what I was best at.” 

As well as weekly lessons, Ser-
gio practises the drums at home 
every day. “I’ve a mini studio at my 
grandparents’ house, and I film vid-

eos for my YouTube channel there,” 
he explains. 

Now that he has achieved the high-
est possible drumming grade, Sergio 
is eager for new challenges, such as 
jazz. “The world of jazz is difficult, 
but he hopes to have reached a pro-
fessional level within two years and 
to develop his musical tastes,” says 

Habacuc Rodríguez, the young drum-
mer’s father.  

Sergio wants to become the 
world’s best drummer. “I want to be 
like Eric Moore or better,” says the 
10-year-old, who seems to transform 
as soon as he steps on stage. “I want 
to fill stadiums with my band.” 

The band 

Sergio belongs to a children’s band, 
Devils in the Sky, made up of the 
young drummer and five girls, all 
pupils at Rock Factory. “They all 
passed their Trinity exams with fly-
ing colours,” explains Rafa Ro-
dríguez, head of the school and 
manager of the band. 

It was Rodríguez who brought the 
children together to create the band, 
which has already made a name for 
itself outside of Andalucía. “A few 
weeks ago, we performed in Lleida, 
and it was very exciting,” says the 
teacher, who claims that the chil-
dren’s band is “setting a standard in 
Spain, since the members have passed 
all of their music exams”. 

The band practises together 
every Saturday morning at the 
school, rehearsing for their con-
certs of which  they have performed 
almost 50. “They are super young 
children singing and playing in-
struments at an incredible level. 
We love this element of surprise 
we have when we perform at a new 
venue,” says Reyes.  

After recording a single in the Ab-
bey Road studios, the band is now 
writing songs to bring out in its first 
album next year.

Sergio Rodríguez, at the music school. :: A. PAZ

Sergio ‘Drummer’, from Marbella, becomes the youngest pupil to pass the highest grade in drums

Drummer boy’s exam performance rocks


