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Antonio Banderas 
and golfer Azahara 
Muñoz were among 
this year’s winners   P4

Costa police unions call 
for back-up after fourth 
shooting in a month

Revenge attacks between rival drugs 
gangs have been blamed for the re-
cent spate of fatal shootings on the 
Costa del Sol. The death of a French 
man gunned down in Cabopino, 
Marbella, this week was the fourth 

fatal shooting in the area in just over 
a month, although the authorities 
have said these are isolated inci-
dents. Two weeks ago a British man 
was shot dead in Mijas Costa. A 
search was launched on Wednesday 
for the suspect in this week’s shoot-
ing, a 29-year-old known contract 
killer of Dutch nationality. Police 
unions have called for more officers 
to be brought in to fight crime on 
the Costa del Sol.   P3 

Smoking kills 3,000 in the 
province every year. A 
doctor who helps others 
kick the habit says more are 
smoking now than before 
bans came in   P36

A 60-year-old French 
national was shot by 
masked gunmen in 
Cabopino on Tuesday

Crowds record the musical light show in Malaga’s Calle Larios. :: SALVADOR SALAS

Top tips for an eco-
friendly Christmas. More 
can be done to reduce the 
use of plastics and paper in 
seasonal traditions.   P20

SEASONAL SWITCH-ON

Local authorities have backed Malaga 
CF’s Association of Minority Share-
holders to begin legal action to oust 
president Sheikh Al-Thani from the 
club for “improper management” and 
“misappropriation of funds”.   P41

Malaga’s Christmas  
display attracts  
thousands to the 
city centre   P10

Legal action being 
prepared to oust 
Sheikh Al-Thani 
from Malaga CF

Regional representatives have been 
taking part in the COP25 United Na-
tions climate summit in Madrid this 
week. Swedish campaigner Greta 
Thunberg plans to lead a rally in the 
Spanish capital today, Friday.  P2

Andalucía is in for 
‘green revolution’, 
says president at  
climate summit
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Andalucía’s President 
spoke of the transition 
to a sustainable 
economy as an 
opportunity for 
businesses in the region 

:: MARÍA DOLORES TORTOSA 

SEVILLE. The President of the 
Andalusian regional government,  
the Partido Popular’s Juanma Mo-
reno, spoke on Wednesday at the 
Madrid COP25 Climate Confer-
ence. He gave details of his plans 
to combat climate change in An-
dalucía and invited local busi-
nesses to see the green transition 
as a business opportunity. 

As part of his “green revolu-
tion”, Andalucía will invest 350 

million euros in reforestation, 
green energy, and other projects. 

This region, he said, is the most 
at risk from climate change in 
Europe.  

He encouraged local businesses 
and entrepreneurs to take advan-
tage of the European Commis-
sion’s announcement of a one-
billion-euro fund until 2030 to 
support sustainable industries 
and green energy. 

Moreno was speaking along-
side several Andalusian activists 
and entrepreneurs with experi-
ence of the fight against climate 
change. Among them were 
Malaga-born Manuel Calvo, an 
arctic explorer and environmental 
activist, and Javier San Emete-
rio, of the water access NGO Wells 
Without Borders.

Juanma Moreno talks of 
‘green revolution’ in 
Andalucía at Madrid summit

25,000 will attend the 
conference, which had to 
be moved from Chile at 
the last minute due to 
unrest in the Latin 
American country 

:: JAVIER GUILLENEA 

MADRID. The  Climate Conference 
began on Monday in Madrid, with 
delegations from nearly 200 coun-
tries set to attend the two-week 

event. 
It is the 25th United Nations Cli-

mate Change conference, and al-
though it is taking place in the Span-
ish capital, it will be presided over by 
Chile. The South American country 
was set to host the summit, but large-
scale protests and riots made this 
prospect unfeasible. 

The most concrete achievement 
of the Climate Change conferences 
to date is the 2015 Paris Agreement, 
which makes signatories commit to 
keeping global emissions below two 

degrees, and attempt to limit them 
to 1.5.  

The UN has warned, however, that 
countries would need to triple their 
current greenhouse gas reduction 
commitments in order to meet the 
two degree target, and multiply them 
by five in order to limit warming to 
1.5 degrees. 

It is hoped that more ambitious 
targets will be agreed upon in Ma-
drid. Greater financial support from 
developed countries to those in less 
rich  nations will also be on the cards.

Climate change in the spotlight       
in Madrid as COP25 continues

A display welcomes visitors at the COP25 conference in Madrid. :: CRISTINA QUICLER / AFP

2019 to round off the 
hottest decade in history 

MADRID 
:: ÁLVARO SOTO. 2019 will be the 
second or third hottest year since re-
cords began, capping off the hottest 
decade on record, according to the 
World Meteorological Organisation. 

Petteri Taalas, the organisation’s 
general secretary, explained that 
“Heatwaves and floods that used to 
happen once a century are becoming 

regular occurrences”. 
Temperatures between January 

and October this year were 1.1 degrees 
higher than temperatures between 
1850 and 1900, and Taalas warned 
that temperatures could easily tip 
over the two degrees agreed upon in 
the 2015 Paris Agreement; in fact, at 
current rates, the world is heading 
towards four or five degrees of        
warming. 

This year saw record heatwaves in 
France, UK, Belgium, Netherlands, 
Luxembourg and Germany.

COP25 IN BRIEF

Greta Thunberg arrives in 
Lisbon. :: CARLOS COSTA / AFP

Spain at growing risk of 
extreme weather  

MADRID 
:: ÁLVARO SOTO. Spain is now the 
38th most vulnerable country to cli-
mate change, according NGO Ger-
manwatch. Speaking at the COP25 
on Wednesday,  Germanwatch re-
searcher Laura Schafer said “Extreme 
heatwaves are between 10 and 100 
times more likely in Europe than a 
century ago”. Both heatwaves and 
storms will become more frequent 
in Spain as climate change progresses.

Greta Thunberg en route 
to Madrid summit 

MADRID 
::  IKER CORTÉS. Greta Thunberg, 
the young Swedish climate activist, 
reached Lisbon on Tuesday on her 
way to the Madrid COP25 Climate 
Conference. She arrived after a 21-
day catamaran journey across the At-
lantic. Thunberg was scheduled to at-
tend a climate march in Madrid to-
day at 6pm held by the Cumbre So-
cial del Clima, the self-styled grass-
roots alternative to the COP25.

Juanma Moreno speaking at the COP25 Climate summit. :: E.P.
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Experts say drug gangs 
are carrying out reprisals  
when their hauls are 
stolen but the authorities 
claim the area is 
“completely safe”   

:: A. F. / J. C. / C. M.  
MALAGA. The evening calm of Ca-
bopino, east of Marbella, was shat-
tered on Tuesday by the latest fatal 
shooting to hit the Costa del Sol.  

In this week’s attack, a 60-year-old 
French man was approached by two 
masked men as he got into his car in 
the area by Cabopino campsite, along-
side the A-7 motorway, where there 
are also some popular restaurants. 

A witness said that the attackers 
were waiting in a blue Renault Me-
gane for the victim to come to his 
car.  The Megane fled the scene im-
mediately, driving up through Cala-
honda to the AP-7 toll road, where it 
crashed through the barrier. It was 
later found burning on a mountain 
road near Mijas Pueblo. 

Dutch hitman sought 
This is the fourth similar murder in 
the Mijas and Marbella area in just 
over a month. They are all believed 
to be linked to score-settling be-

tween rival drug gangs. 
Investigators are looking for a 

known dangerous contract killer in 
relation to the Cabopino attack. The 
29-year-old male has Dutch nation-
ality,  is about 1.8m tall, has an Ara-
bic complexion and beard, and is 
very thin.  

Police and authorities were quick 
to stress this week that the incidents 
in recent weeks are not related to 
each other and were not part of any  
single, organised campaign of vio-
lence. The government representa-
tive in Andalucía added that he 
wanted to be very clear that the 
Costa del Sol is “completely safe”. 

An invisible luxury lifestyle 
Police unions have called for more 
resources and more officers on the 
beat to fight crime on the Costa. 
They say that the larger towns along 
the coast, such as Marbella and Este-
pona, have grown in size and need 
reinforcements. 

Experts say that the area attracts 
drug gangs because of  its proximity 
to trafficking routes from North Af-
rica and the ability of the leaders to 
merge into the luxury lifestyle as 
tourists or expatriate residents.  

Thefts cut out risks 
Those with knowledge say the surge 
in attacks could be linked to the rela-
tively new tendency of gangs steal-
ing hauls from each other once these 
have been landed in Spain. This saves 
the risks of buying and transport.  
When a theft takes place, the gang 
that has lost out is keen to take re-
venge, leading to the killings.

Cabopino shooting horror as one man is killed 
at point-blank range in latest attack on Costa

The scene in Cabopino near the A-7 exit on Tuesday night. :: JOSELE

27 OCTOBER 
 Istán road, Marbella:  The body of a 
Bulgarian 
man who had 
been shot 
dead hours 
earlier was 
found by the 
roadside.  

15 NOVEMBER  
 Andasol, Marbella:  Police were 
called to a 
property 
where they 
found one 
man shot dead 
and another 
injured. 

22 NOVEMBER 
 Riviera del Sol, Mijas:  A British 
man with a 
drug crime re-
cord was shot 
dead in his car 
when he ar-
rived home 
from the gym. 

3 DECEMBER 
 Cabopino, Marbella:  A 60-year-old 
French na-
tional died 
after being 
shot several 
times by two 
masked  
gunmen.

LATEST INCIDENTS

Police unions have 
called for more officers 
on the beat to fight 
crime on the Costa  
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:: SUR 

MALAGA. SUR newspaper group 
held its annual awards on Monday 
evening, recognising achievements 
of local people and organisations. 
Presented with support from Uni-
caja Banco, there were prizes in six 
categories.   

The winners were chosen by  

members of SUR editorial teams.  
They included names well-known 
internationally, as well  as others 
who may not be as familiar but 
whose work is helping put Malaga 
and its province on the map in dif-
ferent fields. 

Hundreds of people attended the 
gala event, the twentieth time it 

has been held, and many senior rep-
resentatives of local and regional 
authorities were in attendance at 
Malaga city’s Palacio de Congresos.     

Opening the evening, editorial 
director of SUR newspapers, Manuel 
Castillo, said that SUR “is a tool at 
the service of the people of Malaga”, 
while the president of the Diputa-
ción provincial authority, Francisco 
Salado, added, “In these times of 
fake stories and the tyranny of so-
cial media, rigorous and truthful 
media are as necessary as ever.” 

Among the winners was Malaga-
born Hollywood actor Antonio Ban-
deras, who is tipped for an Oscar 
next year and has just opened his 
Teatro del Soho CaixaBank in the 
city. Top golfer, Azahara Muñoz, 
won in the Sport category.  

One lesser known winner was 
Bernardo Quintero, founder of lo-
cally based technology company Vi-
rustotal, a firm that has been suc-
cessfully working with Google on 
its cybersecurity strategy.  

Two household names to both 
Spanish and expatriates also collected 
awards. Malaga Airport is 100 years 
old this year and the chief executive 
of Aena, its owner, was at the cere-
mony. El Corte Inglés also indirectly 
received a prize, given to  Javier 
Caparrós who has been running the 
firm’s business in Malaga for 40 years. 

Perhaps the most emotional 
award of the night went to hundreds 
of people from the public and pri-
vate sectors who fought to rescue 
Julen, the toddler that fell down a 
borehole earlier this year, a story 
that was followed around the world. 

SUR holds annual award ceremony  
for outstanding ‘Malagueños’

The prize winners line up for a photo after the award ceremony. :: SALVADOR SALAS

 Culture. Antonio Banderas, ac-
tor and director.   “We aren’t just 
what we have lived but also what 
we have dreamed.”   

 Sport. Azahara Muñoz, golfer.   
“As a ‘Malagueña’ I’m really ex-
cited to receive this prize. Thank 
you for supporting this sport  
and me.”    

 Society.   Jointly received on 
behalf of all public and private 
organisations who worked on 
the attempted rescue of toddler 
Julen from the Totalán borehole. 
Jesús Esteban, Guardia Civil.  
“There were many exemplary at-
titudes there, especially from 
the parents.” Ángel García Vidal, 
civil engineers’ associa-
tion.“We will carry Julen inside 
us as our ‘Malagueño’.”    

 Outstanding Career. Javier 
Caparrós, director of El Corte 
Inglés Malaga.  “I dedicate this to 
my staff who have been with me 
loyally all these years.”  

 Business. Bernando Quintero, 
Virustotal.  “It’s a really proud mo-
ment to receive recognition like 
this in our own part of the world.” 

 Tourism. Maurici Lucena, CEO 
of Aena, owner of Malaga Air-
port .“There is no more fitting end 
to the airport’s centenary year 
than this distinction.” 

THE PRIZEWINNERS

The newspaper group  
gave prizes in six 
categories for 
distingushed achievement 
and impact on the lives of 
those in the province
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The provincial authority 
will carry out a public 
awareness campaign to 
explain why such drastic 
measures are necessary  

:: IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA.  The main local coun-
cils affected by the plague of monk 
parakeets agreed on Friday that the 
most appropriate, albeit unpopular, 
way of controlling the population 
is by shooting them with air rifles. 

This was established at the meet-
ing on Friday last week where the 
representatives of 14 local authori-
ties got together with the Diputa-
ción provincial authority and ex-
perts from the University of Malaga 
and the Junta de Andalucía. 

Shooting was the technique used 
in Zaragoza, which is the only city 
in Spain where the pest has been 
totally wiped out. 

The surge in parakeet breeding 
in coastal and inland towns threat-
ens native species and causes noise 
and damage. There are also fears 
that the birds could damage crops 
in the area. 

Following the meeting a formal 
application will be submitted to the 
regional ministry for Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Sustainable Develop-
ment, which will then draw up a 
specific control plan based on the 
information from the experts at the 
University of Malaga. 

Each local authority will have to 
apply to put the plan into action, 
although the mayors at the meet-
ing made a commitment to follow 
the same criteria. 

In order to face the criticism from 
animal activists, the Diputación will 
run a parallel public awareness cam-
paign to explain why it is necessary 
to adopt such drastic measures. 

Antonio Román Muñoz, a Biol-
ogy lecturer at the University of 

Malaga and ornithologist has been 
studying this species of parakeet 
for several decades. He pointed out 
that the methods used until now 
in an attempt to control numbers, 
especially the removal of nests, have 
not only failed but also been coun-
terproductive, encouraging the birds 
to spread to other areas. 

The parakeets have already caused 
damage to trees in the university’s 
botanical garden and affected al-
mond crops near the airport. 

Experts from the departments of 
the Environment and Biodiversity at 

the Junta de Andalucía stressed that 
the monk parakeet is included in the 
Catalogue of Invasive Exotic Species 
which means that permission for the 
use of air rifles can be given. 

It is estimated that there are 
6,000 monk parakeets in the prov-
ince. Around 3,500 of these are in 
the city of Malaga, the rest in 
mainly coastal towns, although they 
have recently started spreading in-
land to parts of the Guadalhorce 
valley and the Axarquía. There is 
also a small colony of ring-necked 
parakeets.

Local councils agree 
to control parakeet 
plague using air rifles

The meeting in Malaga last Friday. :: SUR

Bridge demolished to 
make way for larger 
Plaza Mayor access 

MALAGA 
:: J. HINOJOSA. The demolition 
of the bridge over the MA-20 by 
Arraijanal caused tailbacks on 
Sunday as workers took four 
hours longer than expected af-
ter encountering “highly-resis-
tant materials”. 

This bridge will be replaced by 
a smaller one which will join up 
with the new access ramp to the 
Plaza Mayor shopping complex 
and outlet village whose open-
ing date, originally set for 22 Oc-
tober, has not been confirmed.

Diggers at the scene. :: Ñ. S.

Town hall confident of 
renewing Puerto 
Marina concession 

BENALMÁDENA 
:: A. GÓMEZ. Benalmádena coun-
cil has expressed its confidence 
that it will be able to continue run-
ning the iconic Puerto Marina. Af-
ter a 2014 ruling limited port con-
cessions to 30 years, its concession 
is set to expire next year. 

However, the town hall, in col-
laboration with others which di-
rectly control their marinas, has 
been working for several months 
on a change to the law which will 
revert the contracts to their origi-
nal terms. “Everything seems to 
be pointing towards the law pro-
tecting us,” said mayor Víctor Na-
vas, who wished to convey a mes-
sage of “calm”.

HERE AND THERE

:: JESÚS HINOJOSA 

MALAGA. Barring any last-minute 
surprises, the old Correos headquar-
ters on Avenida Andalucía in Malaga 
will pass into the hands of Nitsba 
Spain, a company headed by Israeli 
oil magnate Haim Tsuff, in the com-
ing fortnight. 

Tsuff’s business activities can be 
divided into two branches: the first 
is his company Isramco which op-
erates in the oil and gas industry in 
Israel and the USA; the second is the 

Nitsba group which invests in shop-
ping centres, transport, residential 
developments and hotels. 

The Nitsba subsidiary in Spain 
purchased the 13-storey tower, 
which has been vacant for nearly a 
decade, for 23.5 million euros at an 
auction at the regional ministry of 
Taxation in Seville on Monday. 

The most likely scenario at this 
stage, given the building’s designa-
tion in the PGOU planning docu-
ment (for public service use), is that 

it will be converted into either a resi-
dence for students or pensioners. 

However, a petition to change its 
designation cannot be ruled out.

Israeli oil magnate buys 
Malaga city’s old post office 
tower for 23.5 million euros

The old Correos building. :: M. F.

:: IVÁN GELIBTER 

FUENGIROLA. The council in 
Fuengirola has criticised a coun-
cillors’ vote in neighbouring Mi-
jas which agreed to give up land 
to the regional government for 
a long-awaited hospital. The fa-
cility is meant to cover patients 
in Fuengirola too and this week 
it said wearily, “What [Mijas] 
has approved is just a consulta-
tion to the Junta over the suit-
ability of he site”. 

Fuengirola council 
criticises lack of 
progress on new 
Mijas hopsital 
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The restaurant in the 68-
room hotel in Calle 
Granada will be run by 
Michelin-starred chef José 
Carlos García, who also has 
a restaurant in the Port 

:: EFE/SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. The Palacio Solecio lux-
ury boutique hotel in Calle Granada, 
in the historic city centre, opened 
yesterday (Thursday). The hotel, 
which will be run by the Marugal 
company, has been created in an 18th 
century building at a cost of 30 mil-
lion euros.  

It has 68 rooms and facilities in-
cluding three meeting rooms, a gym-
nasium, bar and restaurant run by 
chef José Carlos García, who has been 
awarded a Michelin star for his res-
taurant in Malaga Port.  

Sales manager Paloma Rando said 
the Palacio Solecio is a four-star ho-
tel offering a five-star service. 

The mansion, which was built in 
1789, is thought to have been designed 
by architect José Martín de Aldehu-
ela, who also designed the Puente 

Nuevo in Ronda, and retains some of 
its original features, such as the grand 
staircase and archways in the central 
patio.  

New luxury boutique hotel opens in a 
former mansion in Malaga city centre 

The Agencia Sanitaria 
Costa del Sol, which runs 
the hospital, says it is 
“sensitive to” the 
workers’ concerns over 
job insecurity  

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

MARBELLA. The SMM (Sindicato 
Médico de Malaga) union says sev-
enty per cent of staff of the Agencia 
Sanitaria Costa del Sol who work at 
the hospital in Marbella took part 
in strike action on Monday, and in 
some departments 100 per cent of 
workers supported the action and 
consulting rooms and operating thea-
tres had to be closed for the day.  

This was the second day of pro-
test called by the union over the lack 
of a written agreement over con-
tracts and working conditions. Dr 
José Luis Prada, the SMM represen-
tative at the hospital, said the last 

agreement expired in 2009 and has 
never been replaced, causing job in-
stability for many of the profession-
als who have worked at the hospital 
for years. The union claims that about 
half of the staff, including 200 of the 
450 doctors, are affected and it ac-
cuses the administration of having 
handled human resources purely to 
suit its own interests since 2010.  

The SMM insists that the strike 
was aimed to put pressure on the 
management, not patients, so the 
oncology, radiotherapy, chemother-
apy, haemodynamic and dialysis de-
partments were not affected by the 
strike, and neither were the emer-
gency department or intensive care 
unit.  

On this occasion, unlike the pre-
vious stoppage on 25 November, the 
Agencia Sanitaria Costa del Sol spoke 
out in support of the protesters, say-
ing it is “especially concerned about 
and sensitive to” the situation of the 
hospital workers, because “all these 
professionals have undergone a rig-
orous and demanding selection pro-
cedure” and that stabilising job po-
sitions is a priority.  

However, it quotes different fig-
ures for support for this latest strike, 
saying only 6.76 per cent of the 
employees joined in. 

Strike at the Costa del Sol hospital 
supported by 70 per cent of staff

Many of the original features have been retained. :: ÑITO SALAS

HERE AND THERE

Further progress on the 
Coastal Path 

MARBELLA / ESTEPONA 
:: C.M./N.C.  Estepona council is 
preparing to build another stretch 
of the Senda Litoral, or Coastal 
Path, between Laguna Village 
shopping centre and Dominion 
Beach, and once completed it will 
mean people can walk along the 
path through the municipality 

for ten consecutive kilometres. 
This will be the longest stretch 
in Estepona so far, and will take 
six months to complete. 

Meanwhile, there will also be 
progress on the Coastal Path in 
Marbella next year as several 
more stretches are planned. The 
contracts will be put to tender in 
the first three months of 2020, 
and the idea is that the works will 
be completed by the end of the 
year. 

20,000 poinsettias 
planted for Christmas  

ESTEPONA 
: :  SUR. Estepona is to be embel-
lished with 20,000 poinsettias for 
the festive season this year, 5,000 
more than in 2018. The plants have 
all come from the municipal nurs-
ery, and some are pink and yellow 
as well as the traditional red. Most 
of the poinsettias will be on round-
abouts and in planters, but there 
will also be 14 floral towers around 
the town centre. 

Number of horse-drawn 
carriages to be reduced 

MARBELLA 
:: N.C. Marbella council has assigned 
335,000 euros from its 2020 budget 
to buy back some of the licences for 
horse-drawn carriages which take 
tourists on tours of the town. The 
decision to sell will be voluntary, 
but the local authority believes about 
11 of the 19 licence holders will wel-
come the move, which is aimed at 
easing traffic flow and bringing the 
service more in line with demand. 

Protestors demonstrate outside the hospital. :: CHARO MÁRQUEZ

:: CHARO MÁRQUEZ 

MALAGA. A new tourism com-
plex is to be built on the old El Pollo 
estate in Casares, at a cost of eight 
million euros. The project will in-
clude a 12-room hotel with a spa, 
restaurant, bar and swimming 
pool, a high-performance eques-
trian centre and stud farm which 
will include an artificial insemi-
nation laboratory for Spanish thor-
oughbreds, an information centre 
and museum showing the history 
of the estate, which is in a rural 
location at the foot of the Sierra 
Cristalina, and a series of walking 
routes.  

The resort will also include ac-
commodation for staff at the ho-
tel and equestrian complex.  

The mayor of Casares, Pepe Car-
rasco, says the project will have a 
very low environmental impact 
and will create jobs and boost the 
local economy.

New Casares hotel 
and equestrian 
centre will cost  
eight million euros
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According to the current 
design, the pier will be 
65.5 metres long and 
five metres wide with a 
10-metre wide lookout 
point at the end 

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

TORRE DEL MAR. Plans to con-
struct a pier off Torre del Mar beach 
have reemerged, two years after the 
project was first announced. How-
ever,  the town hall has had to make 
a number of modifications to the 
original design, following indica-
tions from the Junta de Andalucía’s 
coastal department, Demarcación 
de Costas. “We have been working 
continually with ‘Costas’ because 
we want to make this project a re-
ality,” said deputy mayor and coun-
cillor for beaches, Jesús Pérez Aten-
cia, on Monday. 

According to the current design, 

the finished pier will measure 65.5 
metres long, five metres wide and 
will have a 10-metre wide mirador 
at the end.  

It will be wheelchair accessible  
and will be built using sustainable 

and water-resistant materials, ac-
cording to PROAMB S.L., the con-
sultancy firm working on the de-
sign. The Junta de Andalucía is cur-
rently evaluating the viability of 
the current design.

Junta de Andalucía studying plans  
to construct pier in Torre del Mar 

HERE AND THERE

Woman in custody 
accused of attempting 
to murder he husband 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 
:: E. C. Rincón de la Victoria police  
released a press statement on 
Wednesday which stated that  a 
47-year-old  woman originally from 
Ecuador had been arrested and was 
being held in custody accused of 
the attempted murder of her hus-

band. The statement revealed  that 
on 27 November emergency serv-
ices attended a suspected suicide 
at an address in the town. The 
woman’s son called an ambulance 
when it became apparent to him 
that his mother had faked an ear-
lier call. When the victim regained 
consciousness having suffered a 
cardiac arrest as a result of his in-
juries, he told police that his wife 
had tried to kill him. The woman 
is due to appear in court .

Crack down on fake 
disabled parking badges 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 
:: SUR. Police in Rincón de la Vic-
toria have started a crack down on 
fake blue disabled parking badges. 
Officers have already issued 25 fines 
and gathered reports for fake badges 
being used between July and Sep-
tember. Officers have released im-
ages of the fakes, which are smaller 
in size compared with genuine 
badges. The town hall says it is go-
ing to run an awareness campaign.

Tourist train to operate 
over festive period 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 
:: J. R. Vélez-Málaga’s tourist road 
train will be in operation every Tues-
day in the lead up to and during the 
festive period according to the town 
hall. It will leave from the Azucar-
era building in Torre del Mar at 10am 
and visit places of interest in Torre 
del Mar and Vélez-Málaga. Tickets 
cost six euros and can be bought at 
tourist information offices or on-
line: apta.axarquiacostadelsol.org

Volunteers and users of Nerja’s Taller de la Amistad watched on as 
part of the interior of the Nerja cave was lit up in blue on Tuesday to 
mark International Day of Persons with Disabilities, which is held 
every 3 December. The event was one of the last to be held in the 
cave in its 60th anniversary year. Last week representatives from   
the international press were invited to take part in the celebrations.

:: SUR

SERVICE USERS WATCH CAVES LIGHT UP

A drawing of how the pier is expected to look when finished. :: SUR

:: J. RHODES 

ALMUÑÉCAR. The mayor of Al-
muñécar, Trinidad Herrera, officially 
opened Almuñécar’s new tourist of-
fice at the town’s Palacete de Najarra 
on Monday. The listed building, 
which was constructed in the nine-
teenth century in a neo-Arabic style, 
was  closed for restoration work for 
two years and to incorporate the new 
tourist information office.

Almuñécar tourism 
office reopens in 
nineteenth-century 
Palacete de Najarra

The mayor at the Palacete. :: SUR

:: E. C. / A. F. 
ARENAS. Forensic tests have 
shown that bones found during last 
Saturday’s search for Dana Leonte’s 
body do not belong to the missing 
Romanian woman.  

More than 300 people partici-
pated in the search in the moun-
tains around Arenas, Sedella and 
Salaraes, including Guardia Civil, 
fire and civil protection officers, 
hunters and mountaineers as well 
an army helicopter. Clothes found 

were also dismissed as they do not 
correspond with what Leonte is be-
lieved to have been wearing on the 
day of her disappearance. 

Meanwhile, a  number of people 
gave witness statements last week  
during the investigation of Sergio 
Ruiz; Leonte’s partner and only sus-
pect in her murder. Ruiz’s former 
partner and mother of his first child 
said he was a “violent and aggres-
sive person” who she had previously            
denounced for domestic violence.

DNA tests show bones found 
during search are not Dana’s

Guardia Civil and experts looking for clues near Arenas. :: E. C.
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN PICTURES

MMalaga. Calle Larios in all its festive splendour. :: M. FERNÁNDEZ

Lights come on to welcome the Christmas season in  
Malaga city as well as towns and villages in the area

Festive spirit on the Costa

Malaga’s Christmas lights came on 
last Friday night amid much an-
ticipation as tens of thousands of 
people watched with their mobile 
phones held high to record the mo-
ment. The event had a celebrity 
touch this year as actor Antonio 
Banderas switched on the lights, 
accompanied by the president of 
the Junta de Andalucía, Juanma 
Moreno, and the mayor of Malaga, 
Francisco de la Torre.  

This year the city’s lights have 
three focal points: Calle Larios, 
turned into a Christmas forest with 
music and light shows three times 
every evening; Calle Alcazabilla, 
where a Christmas tale is told with 

the projection of images on the fa-
çade of the Alcazaba; and in the 
newly revamped Alameda Princi-
pal where a story is told by an an-
cient ficus tree. 

Fuengirola also lit up for Christ-
mas on Friday with two million 
LED bulbs in 70 streets, squares 
and parks. New additions this year 
are the lights in Los Boliches. 

Saturday night saw the switch-
on ceremonies in Marbella and San 
Pedro, where Christmas was wel-
comed with concerts and parades. 
Highlights are the “cathedral” of 
lights in Avenida Marqués del 
Duero and the 20-metre high tree 
in Avenida del Mar. Fuengirola. The giant bauble in Plaza de España.  :: SURMarbella. Artificial snow. :: JOSELE

Marbella. Crowds admire the Christmas lights in Avenida Marqués del Duero.  :: JOSELE

Malaga. The Christmas tree outside the cathedral. :: F. PALACIOS
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Walking tours give a new climate-
conscious view of Malaga

The organisers in Malaga’s Lagunillas neighbourhood. :: IGNACIO LILLO

New free tours allow 
participants to get to 
know the city while 
exploring climate 
change’s effects on the 
Costa del Sol’s capital 

MALAGA. Three Malaga-based or-
ganisations came together last Friday 
to organise the inaugural Ruta del 
Clima, a free walking tour which aims 
to inform participants about climate 
change in the city. 

The tour is the product of collabo-
ration between environmental or-
ganisations SIC4Change and Líbero 
and free tour operator Explora Málaga. 
Their intention is to carry out at least 
one tour a month. 

Friday’s tour started by the Roman 
Theatre, before snaking up the hill-
side of Monte Gibralfaro towards the 
viewpoint. The panoramic vista that 
took in the sea, ferries steaming into 
port and planes taking off from 
Malaga’s Airport provided the back-
drop to an exploration of the effects 
of mass tourism in the city and the 
risk of rising sea levels. 

The route then continued to La-
gunillas, where the focus was on com-
munity initiatives and local com-
merce, with a visit to Verde Quimera, 
a shop which only buys local produce, 
as the owner explained. 

The final stop was urban garden El 
Caminito in Olletas, where decisions 
are made collectively and produce is 
shared by the members. Christophe 

Pouplard, one of the founders of El 
Caminito, was keen to stress the im-
portance of small-scale, community 
activism in the fight against climate 
change. “We look around and see 
abandoned plots but think nothing 
of it. We forget that the city is ours, 
and it can’t hurt to see if you can start 
a small project like this. The idea is 
that everyone comes away from to-
day looking to start their own initia-
tive in their neighbourhood.” 

“Natural solutions” 

The tour guides, Luis Jiménez of Ex-
plora Málaga and Jesús Iglesias of 
SIC4Change, also stressed the need 
for government action alongside citi-
zen initiatives. They discussed the 
need for massive investment in pub-
lic transport, while the sight of the 
barren mountains to Malaga’s north-
west sparked discussion of the need 
for ambitious reforestation projects, 
both to suck in carbon dioxide and 
combat flooding, which will become 
more common as climate change 
leads to increasingly unstable 
weather patterns. “The best solu-
tions are always natural ones,” Igle-
sias insisted. 

Iglesias, Jiménez and Líbero’s Fer-
nando Blasco spoke this week at Ma-
drid’s COP25 climate summit. They 
will be sharing their perspectives on 
the conference at the first English-
language Ruta del Clima on 13          
December.  

FRANK 
GAVURIN


 english@diariosur.es

HERE AND THERE

Hundreds attend Costa 
expat lifestyle show 

FUENGIROLA 
::  T. BRYANT. The first edition of 
the ExPat Expo - formerly the 50 
Plus Expo - was held at the IPV Ho-
tel in Fuengirola last month. The 
lifestyle event featured an exten-
sive mix of interests, including fi-

nance, legal and consumer advice, 
as well as fashion shows, yoga dem-
onstrations and free health tests. 
One of the most popular stands 
was the Diabetic Support Group, 
which offered free testing to more 
than 300 people. 

Organiser Des Duggan said, 
“Such was the interest in the event 
that we are seriously considering 
repeating it in the spring.”

Specsavers joins food 
collection campaign 

MARBELLA 
:: SUR. Specsavers Ópticas Marbella 
and Fuengirola has joined the Op-
eración Kilo Campaign, in collabo-
ration with the Bancosol foodbank, 
to collect non-perishable food for 
those in need on the Costa del Sol.  

Non-perishable foods – oil, milk, 
tinned foods and meals, beans and 
pulses - are in particular demand and 
can be dropped off at Specsavers Ópti-
cas in Fuengirola or Marbella.  

Directors of these opticians are 
asking for donations in return for 
their free eye test and encouraging 
anyone who recently had a free eye 
test to also join the collection and 
donate before the end of the year.

The Lions Diabetic Support volunteers at the show. :: SUR

z·   For more information, see 
rutaclima.city/malaga
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N
ightmarish though it is 
for Pedro Sánchez, the 
ongoing battle with 
Catalan separatists is 

distracting public attention from 
the so-called ERE corruption case, 
in connection with which José An-
tonio Griñán, Socialist premier of 
Andalucía from 2009 to 2013, re-
ceived a six-year prison sentence 
last month. For now at least, Cata-
lonia is acting as a smokescreen, be-
hind which the details of yet an-
other vast and intricate fraud scan-
dal are emerging.  

Prosecutors in ERE - which is 
named after the Spanish acronym 
for a workforce lay-off scheme - ar-
gued that PSOE ministers in the So-
cialist Andalusian government 
fraudulently distributed €680 mil-
lion of public money between 2001 

and 2010. In total, 21 former PSOE 
ministers were tried for miscon-
duct and/or misuse of public funds 
and 19 were found guilty of either 
or both offences. Yet despite the 
fact that ERE has been overshad-
owed by recent events in Barce-
lona, it reveals the Socialists to be 
just as susceptible to corruption 
and fraud as their arch-rival, the 
conservative People’s Party (PP).  

Although Sánchez is not directly 

implicated in ERE, the case 
couldn’t have concluded at a worse 
time for the embattled Socialist 
leader. It was Sánchez, after all, 
who last June tabled and won a no-
confidence vote against his prede-
cessor Mariano Rajoy over the 
Gürtel kickbacks-for-contracts 
scandal. This sprawling case saw 
the PP fined for benefiting from 
fraudulent practice, the party’s for-
mer treasurer, Luis Bárcenas, sen-

tenced to 33 years in prison and Ra-
joy himself testifying - the first 
time in Spanish history that a 
prime minister appeared as a wit-
ness in a criminal trial. In the wake 
of these damning verdicts, the PP 
faces a formidable task in regaining 
voters’ trust.   

ERE has the potential to inflict 
as much reputational damage on 
the acting government as Gürtel 
caused the PP, but that’s not to say 
that Sánchez should resign - the 
course of action requested by Al-
bert Rivera, ex-president of the 
centrist group Ciudadanos. Pablo 
Casado, who took over as PP 
leader from Rajoy last June, also 
said that his party cannot support 
Sánchez at the upcoming investi-
ture votes; the PSOE, he claimed, 
stands revealed as “the protago-

nist of the biggest corruption 
scandal in the history of Spain” (a 
questionable description, despite 
ERE’s severity).   

During the decade that ERE’s 
key players were running Andalu-
sia, Sánchez was a city councillor in 
Madrid. In other words, he has 
about as much responsibility for 
the people involved as Casado does 
for the protagonists of Gürtel, the 
latter of which can more plausibly 
be described as Spain’s biggest ever 
corruption scandal. If we were to 
ask for the resignation of every 
senior Spanish politician who be-
longs to a party tainted by corrup-
tion, there would hardly be any oc-
cupied seats left in congress. Still, 
the smokescreen behind which the 
PSOE is currently hiding won’t 
(and shouldn’t) last forever. 

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER 

SMOKESCREEN

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

The increase in Malaga 
made up most of the rise 
in the Andalucía region, 
as the tourist high season 
in the province came to 
an end in November  

:: N. TRIGUERO / J.L. PIEDRA 

MALAGA / SEVILLE. November 
was a black month for unemploy-
ment in the province of Malaga, in-
cluding the Costa de Sol. In the-
monthly statistics from the Social 
Security department, which meas-
ures those signed on as unemployed, 

there were 5,649 more looking for 
work locally and 10,794 fewer pay-
ing into the system with their so-
cial security contributions. Malaga 
province saw the second bigger job-
less increase in Spain, after the 
Balearic Islands; both areas where 
the end of the tourist high season 
has a greater impact on data.  

The increase in Malaga made up 
most of the 7,501 rise across the An-
dalucía region. In Malaga and its 
province there are now almost 
150,000 registered unemployed. 

Across Spain, the number of reg-
istered unemployed rose by 20,525, 
the worst November in three years, 

bringing the total  up to 3.2m. 

Optimistic report 
Just a day after the results were pub-
lished on Wednesday, a report by 
BBVA Research said that Andalucía 
would create 150,000 new jobs by 
the end of 2020 and the regional 
economy would grow by 1.6 per cent 
next year. The job growth would be 
a quarter of the expected levels na-
tionally, putting the region back to 
numbers in work last seen in 2007. 
However the percentage unem-
ployed would stay at 20 per cent, as 
the overall number of people avail-
able to work has increased since then.  

Disappointing monthly jobless total 
despite hopeful growth forecast 

The CIT Marbella business association held its annual gala at the 
Puente Romano hotel last Friday. Praising the strength of the local 
business community, CIT president Juan José González called for a 
“stable and moderate [central government] that encourages an en-
trepreneurial spirit”. Receiving prizes were representatives of the 
Andalusian business confederation (CEA), the Malaga chamber of 
commerce and the national federation of self-employed (ATA).  

:: JOSELE

MARBELLA BUSINESS LEADERS’ PRIZES
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The police have filmed a 
hard-hitting video 
warning that people can 
still be over the limit the 
morning after a night of 
heavy drinking  

:: DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The Royal Gibraltar 
Police (RGP) are cracking down 
hard on drink-driving with a spe-
cial pre-Christmas campaign which 
includes the warning that drivers 
can still be under the influence of 
alcohol the morning after a night 
of heavy drinking.  

In a hard-hitting video filmed 
especially for this year’s campaign 
and shown on local TV, the mes-
sage is that a shower, copious 
amounts of coffee or even a fry-up 
for breakfast the morning after the 
night before may make you feel 
better, but does not reduce the al-
cohol level in your bloodstream. 
You will probably still be over the 
limit and your reactions will still 
be slower despite the number of 
hours have passed since drinking. 

Although the RGP carries out a 
drink-driving campaign before 
Christmas every year, this one has 
more impact than ever before, 

maybe because it is local. From vis-
its to schools to talk to pupils who 
are old enough to have a motorcy-
cle or drive a car, officers felt the 
message they were trying to get 
across didn’t seem to be effective 
enough and the teenagers weren’t 
really relating to it. That is why 
this video has been filmed and pro-
duced locally and features a Gibral-
tar-plated vehicle, to bring the mes-
sage closer to home. Filming took 
place on a Sunday morning in No-

vember, at the pelican crossing by 
the Trafalgar cemetery, using spe-
cial effects. 

Regarding another aspect of road 
safety, after receiving a number of 
complaints, police in Gibraltar have 
also issued a warning this week 
that it is an offence to cycle or use 
e-scooters on pavements or foot-
paths in town  because it poses a 
danger to pedestrians. Only mo-
bility scooters are exempt from 
this regulation.

Zero tolerance towards drink-
driving in Gibraltar this Christmas

:: D.B. 
GIBRALTAR. Tuesday 3 Decem-
ber was the International Day of 
People with Disabilities and the 
Ministry of Equality set up a stand 
in the town centre to mark the oc-
casion and provide information 
about its initiatives and achieve-
ments in this field, which it de-
scribes as “unprecedented”. 

The Ministry aims to make Gi-
braltar more accessible to those 
with disabilities, under two strate-
gies called ‘Equality Means Busi-
ness’ and ‘Gibraltar: everybody dif-
ferent, everybody equal’. The 
achievements under these strate-
gies so far include a disability in-

formation card which can be ap-
plied for, so that people can dis-
creetly inform anyone who needs 
to know about their disability 
without anybody else having to 
find out; the RADAR Key pilot 
scheme which enables people who 
are unable to use standard lavato-
ries to have a special key for the 
accessible ones; a number of infor-
mation booklets to raise aware-
ness and provide guidance in rela-
tion to disabilities, among many 
others.  

The government is also intro-
ducing tax incentives for modifi-
cations to business premises to 
make them more accessible.

Gibraltar marks International 
Day of People with Disabilities

:: D. BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. A further stage of 
restoration works is being carried 
out on the Grand Battery, one of 
the key military monuments 
which formed part of Gibraltar’s 

Northern Defences.  
The first phase of the works in-

luded the removal of a World War 
Two blast wall, which exposed a 
series of eighteenth century fire 
steps hidden behind it along the 
northern defensive wall. These 
steps will be repaired and recon-
structed where necessary as part 
of the present works.  

The Grand Battery is next to 
Casemates Square, and once the 
restoration is completed the area 
will be used to display some of the 
Royal Gibraltar Regiment’s artil-
lery pieces. 

Next stage of the 
restoration of the 
Grand Battery 
beside Casemates 
Square is under way

The drink-driving video was filmed locally. :: ROYAL GIBRALTAR POLICE
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PSOE needs the support 
or abstention of the ERIC 
Catalan republican party 
to see Padre Sánchez 
become PM in a coalition 
with Unidas Podemos  

:: SUR 

MADRID.  The official swearing-in 
ceremony for MPs in the country’s 
new parliament took place on Tues-
day. During the day’s events, the 
speaker was chosen and the MPs (di-
putados) swore allegiance. 

Now that parliament has officially 
opened for business following the 
general election last month, MPs 
can focus on voting on who will be 
the next prime minister and form a 
government. Current acting Prime 
Minister, Pedro Sánchez has the most 
MPs with his PSOE party but still 
needs more support to get a major-
ity in an investiture vote.  

There was a sense of deja vu dur-
ing Tuesday’s swearing-in, as the 
parliament had only last been opened 
in May, before the failure to form a 
government had forced Spain back 
to the polling booths this autumn. 

There was the usual procedural 
discussions over how much say the 
smaller parties will get in deciding  
parliamentary business and com-
plaints from right-wing parties that  
pro-republican and separatist MPs 
had changed the wording of their 
acceptance of allegiance to the King.     

Meritxell Batet was reappointed 
as speaker. She met with the King 
on Wednesday. Felipe VI now must 
decide who to nominate as candi-
date to be PM after meetings with 
all party leaders, and it is seen as un-
likely that an investiture debate will 
take place before January. 

Catalan republican support 
The PSOE continues to meet with 
the ERC (Catalan republican party), 
whose abstention it needs in order 
to take power in a coalition with Uni-
das Podemos. Both sides said this week 
that their positions were getting 
closer. ERC wants a formal forum to 
discuss Catalonia’s position within 
Spain, which many even within the 
PSOE are nervous about agreeing to.

Swearing in of MPs takes place in parliament 
but no agreement on government yet

The ‘diputados’ sitting in the Congreso chamber during the swearing-in ceremony on Tuesday. :: EFE

The three-yearly tests 
evaluate education 
systems in different 
countries and indicate 
that Spain and Andalucía 
are below average  

:: ALFONSO TORICES 

MADRID. The results of the 2018  
PISA tests (Programme for Interna-
tional Student Assessment) organ-
ised by the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD) have just been re-
leased and although Spain did not 
come bottom of the class, the results 
can only be described as mediocre.  

These tests, which take place every 
three years, aim to evaluate educa-
tional systems in different countries 
by comparing pupils’ knowledge of 
maths, science and reading compre-
hension, and their ability to resolve 
problems, at the age of 15. Three years 

ago Spain achieved the average mark 
for the countries which were as-
sessed, but this year the results of 
the 36,000 pupils who took the ex-

ams took Spain back to the level of 
2000, 14 points below the average 
for the most advanced countries. In 
fact, the OECD has only published 

the Spanish results in maths and 
science, because some of the pu-
pils presented such“anomalies” in 
the answers to the reading tests 
that it affected the overall result 
for the group as a whole and it was 
impossible to compare it with that 
of other countries. 

In Andalucía, the PISA results in-
dicate that there has been no improve-
ment in the educational system of 
this region in the past ten years and 
the marks are still some distance be-
hind the national average. In 2009 
there was a difference of 19 points for 
science, which reduced to ten points 
in 2012, rose again to 20 in 2015 and 
is now still 12 points lower. With re-
gard to maths, the marks for pupils 
in Andalucía were very similar to 2009  
and have always been around 20 
points behind the national average.  

The 2018 PISA tests were taken by 
2,100 students from 53 schools in the 
region, including 400 pupils from 10 
schools in Malaga province. 

Disappointing results for Spanish school pupils in 
the PISA tests in science, maths and reading

36,000 pupils in Spain took the tests. :: EFE

58 migrants drown on 
way to Canaries 

MADRID 
:: SUR. 58 migrants were known 
to have drowned, and 40 more 
were missing on Thursday, after 
the boat they were in overturned 
on a reef off Mauritania. The ves-
sel was en route to the Canaries. 
83 were rescued, with only those 
who knew how to swim surviv-
ing. Most passengers were said 
to be West African young men. 

IN BRIEF

Strike action forces 
Renfe to cancel trains 

MADRID 
: :  SUR. National rail operator, 
Renfe, had to cancel 155 trains on 
its long and medium distance net-
work on Thursday in a partial stop-
page called for by trade unions. 
The government stipulated mini-
mum service levels. The disrup-
tion came at the start of the dou-
ble public holiday long weekend, 
one of the busiest times of the year. 
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A
ll those school sports 
days that became de 
rigueur in the nineteen 
eighties and nineties 

where nobody ever won and no-
body ever lost and everyone got a 
prize just for turning up did not, 
you’ll be glad to hear, go to waste. 

The annual absurdityfest which 
is the Turner prize has just been 
presented but rather than give it 
to who they thought was the best, 
the judges risibly acquiesced to a 
request from the four finalists that 
it be presented to them all. I’m not 
sure what the entries were this 
year but I’d hazard a guess at the 
following: a cauliflower on a broom 
handle, a half-eaten cheese and 
pickle sandwich, a paper clip bent 
into the shape of Donald Trump’s 
nose and the contents of an artist’s 
airing cupboard. I may be wrong. 

Anyway, whatever the work on 
offer, it was wildly overshadowed 
by publicity photos of the four 
‘winners’ embracing each other 

and grinning uncontrollably at the 
thought of sticking a sawn-off quar-
ter of a trophy on their mantel-
piece. 

 I’m with Nick Berry on this. 
‘Every Loser Wins’ he warbled un-
convincingly many years ago and 
a whole nation wondered what on 
earth he was going on about. 
Clearly ahead of his time, though, 
the Heartbeat heartthrob had cut 
right to the core of a timeless and 
invaluable truth - it’s good to lose 
sometimes. 

When I was at primary school, 
our football team was set to play a 
in a cup semi-final against another 
school fully expecting to emerge 
victorious and claim our prize - to 
play the final at Skelmersdale 
United’s ground. This was a big deal 
for some ten-year-olds, as it was, 
in fact, for our over-excitable gin-
ger PE teacher and master tacti-
cian Mr Parker. We should have 
known things weren’t likely to go 
our way, however, from the mo-

ment the opposition trotted out 
of the changing room followed by 
their manager - Steve Heighway. 
Steve Heighway! The legendary 
Liverpool winger was coaching the 
other team. As it happens, we only 
lost out to a lucky hoof in the dy-
ing minutes which carried on the 
gale that was blowing throughout 
and sailed cruelly over Jeff Brani-
gan’s despairing grasp into the back 
of our net. 1-0. We were out.  

Undeterred, however, the next 
season we won everything in sight, 
spurred on by the heavy disappoint-
ment of our defeat at the hands of 
Heighway’s Heroes or whatever 
they were called. 

Losing builds character. Sharing 
prizes, by contrast, turns you into 
a big blancmange. 

For that reason, when the inevi-
table Pulitzer prize for journalism 
eventually wends its way to my 
door, I’ll refuse to share it with any-
one on a point of principle. Nick 
Berry would be proud.

Share prizes fail
PETER EDGERTON 

MUSIC MAKER WWW.E-PETER.COM

F
rom time to time Mar-
bella is shocked by a 
shooting. Or perhaps not. 
Gangland killings have 

started to form part of the routine 
and so talking about being shocked 
is an exaggeration. Strength of 
habit is such that we run the risk 
of treating as normal what is sim-
ply habitual.  

We have been accepting the un-
acceptable for too long. Four mur-
ders in a month, plus two more the 
previous month, ought to be 
enough for local residents to feel 
invaded by a sense of insecurity. 
But that’s not happening. The only 
thing we feel invaded by is the ma-
fia-style gangs. 

It seems as though this has noth-
ing to do with the local population 
and that’s how we should treat it. 

The same happened some time ago, 
until a stray bullet fired by a 
clumsy hitman ended the life of a 
child who was passing by.  

That episode, back in 2004, 
brought an end to the absurdly mis-
taken criteria that had been 
adopted by the majority of citi-

zens, and also the authorities, 
which made us think that mafia 
gangs and decent people live and 
move in parallel universes. 

That moment of awareness was 
brief. Now we have gone back to  
a state of absurd unconsciousness, 
as though we didn’t realise that 

anyone could just happen to be 
passing through the wrong place 
at the wrong time. It’s perhaps too 
much to suppose that a hitman 
will always be a good shot. 

The relationship between organ-
ised crime and Marbella and the 
rest of the Costa del Sol has gone 
through different phases. First, 
this was just a place to come to live 
discreetly and spend ill-gotten 
money. Later with the property 
bubble and municipal corruption, 
this became a money laundering 
paradise. The next step was to start 
doing business here and lately the 
Malaga coastline seems to have be-
come an extension of the Campo 
de Gibraltar.  

There are some nightspots in 
Marbella, including some of cer-
tain prestige, where the doorman 

greets clients with a metal detec-
tor. It’s not sensible to believe that 
the prestige of this town can allow 
this to go on for much longer. 

The police say that this is not an 
escalation, just a succession of iso-
lated incidents. Four in a month, 
six in two months. It’s the same 
argument they used last year, 
when the gangs made a qualitative 
leap and started to use explosives 
in this war that, the authorities in-
sist, isn’t a war.  

These gangland killings are tak-
ing a worrying turn but the worry 
isn’t just whether there’s one more 
shooting here or there.  

What’s really worrying is that 
we are starting to consider it part 
of the routine.  

And that the authorities are do-
ing the same.

Habitual,  
not normal

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA

SANSÓN

Climate change

Global warming is an issue that 
normally only brings bad news 
and, despite all the fuss made 
when this type of news ap-
pears, little or nothing seems 
to be done to change the situa-
tion in a resolute manner.  

Now Madrid has replaced 
Chile as the venue for the 
United Nations COP25 climate 
summit. This is a great oppor-
tunity to learn more about the 
problems and the measures 
that could be taken against cli-
mate change.  

However it’s really quite 
ironic that Spain was proposed 
as a substitute for Chile, when 
this is one of the European 
countries that is under con-

stant supervision from the 
European Commission due to 
its repeated breach of EU regu-
lations for nitrogen dioxide 
and nitrogen levels.  

So, could this have been a 
political strategy on the part 
of Pedro Sánchez to draw at-
tention to his party with re-
gard to the recent elections?  

Do the political representa-
tives of the Spanish state really 
want to adopt an active atti-
tude with regard to the climate 
crisis?  

To politicise an issue such 
as climate change is the worst 
thing we could do. 
MICHAELA STOFANIKOVA 

BY EMAIL

Promotion through 
bridge 

On behalf of all of us who work 
voluntarily for the Marbella In-
ternational Bridge Tournament, 
we would like to thank SUR in 
English for giving us a space in 
this newspaper. 

The bridge-playing commu-
nity is growing more and more 
on the Costas and in the world. 
With so many participants com-
ing especially for the tournament, 
we feel that we are doing our bit 
to help promote Marbella and 
the surrounding area. 

 
MÒNICA BROMIGE 

MARBELLA 

Road to nowhere at 
shopping mall 

I felt I had to write as I have been 
held up for an hour today near 
the airport; they were knocking 
down a bridge giving access to 
the Plaza Mayor shopping cen-
tre. Bizarrely, this cost and effort 
is to “improve access”. Having 
seen the other access they are 
“improving”, can I alert the 
authorities that, in my view, the 
problem is not going to be solved? 
I await more delays this time next 
year while the old access is being 
put back again.  

 
R. SMITHSON 

BY EMAIL
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I‛ll blame it all on the 
parents of that poor 

girl Greta

You‛ve got to be cruel and very 
irresponsible to expose her to 
the sharp wit of attacks from 

people like me
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EARTH MATTERS 

When it comes to presents 
and especially toys for 
children avoiding plastic 
seems like an impossible 
task but there are plenty 
of options available 

MALAGA. There’s lots of advice on 
the internet about having an eco-
friendly Christmas, so SUR in Eng-
lish teamed up with Sarah Spencer 
from Malaga-based firm Eco Passion 
to discuss the alternatives. 

All that glitters isn’t... 
biodegradable. Christmas is the time 
to get sparkly - clothes, wrapping pa-
per, Christmas cards and make-up all 
have it - but sadly the vast majority 
of it is tiny pieces of plastic, or mi-
cro-plastics, most of which end up 
being washed down sinks and going 

into our rivers and oceans. There are 
biodegradable options available so 
check on the packet before buying. 
UK-based Eco Glitter Fun recom-
mends checking that any glitter or 
product with glitter in it has the Bio-
glitter® logo on it. The company, 
which sells environmentally friendly 
glitter as well as wooden tree deco-
rations, has confirmed to SUR in Eng-
lish that it delivers to Spain. 

Christmas presents 
Think packaging, eco-friendly and 
ethical alternatives, dig around in 
second-hand shops (there are more 
and more popping up in Spain and 
of course if you’re heading back to 
the UK for Christmas then the high 
streets are full of them). Environ-
mental charities also sell their own 
products online and that way you 
are also donating money to a cause.  

 Buy something someone will 
really like and don’t be tempted by 
plasticky gimmicks that will be 
thrown out soon after Christmas. 
Buy an experience rather than a gift 
or even make something. And for 
smellies, go for refillable or  non-plas-
tic packaging. Shampoo bars and 
other plastic-free toiletries are be-
coming easy to find nowadays from 
outlets such as Lush and Eco Passion. 

For the person who has everything? 
Sponsor a child, animal or granny. 

Buy from small local shops rather 
than big chains, is another piece of 
advice offered. There’s a saying go-
ing about at the moment that goes 
along the lines of “Every time a small, 
independent shop makes a sale they 

do a happy dance.” 
 When it comes to toys for chil-

dren, Sarah admits that it can seem 
“like an impossible feat to achieve 
a plastic-free Christmas for little 
ones”. However, she suggests look-
ing for gifts such as Lego, board 
games and computer games and 

books secondhand.  
She recommends looking on Ebay 

or Amazon’s secondhand sections 
and adds that “the quality is often 
very good”.” Charity shops are also 
full of board games, puzzles and books 
for all ages. “If everyone did this more, 
the demand, production and waste 
would all reduce,” Sarah points out. 

Decorations and trees 
While the glimmering Christmas 
decoration in shops can tempt you 
into upgrading your tree adornments, 
there are lots of wooden, recycled, 
homemade or even edible tree deco-
rations. “There are a million posts and 
videos online to help you get inspi-
ration and if you have children, what 
better way to get prepared for Christ-
mas by having a craft session together 
and teaching them why you are mak-
ing this and not buying plastic,”  Sarah 
says. Go for LED lights on your Christ-
mas tree and around your house and 
invest in a reusable advent calendar. 

Wrapping paper 
Get creative when wrapping your 
presents and think of alternatives 
that you probably have lying around 
your house. Wrap a present in an old 
scarf you never use. How about all 
those old copies of SUR in English 

Kirsten Andrea Schrör’s recyclable Christmas gift bags. :: K. A. S.

Simple changes in the way we buy presents, food and decorations can all help save the planet

Have yourself an eco-friendly Christmas

JENNIE  
RHODES

 rhodes_jennie@hotmail.com



December 6th to 12th 2019 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

21 LIFESTYLE

LEGAL ADVICE

REF. M. T. P. 

I have a significant amount of 
money in cash and I want to 
take it out of Spain as I intend 
to buy a car in Germany. How-
ever, I have been told that I 
cannot take out more than 
10,000 euros, and that if I need 
more money I will have to 
make a transfer to the car 
dealer. Obviously, I do not 

want to make a transfer with-
out having tested the car. Is it 
true that there are restrictions 
as to the amount that you can 
take out in cash? 
 
There are indeed certain restric-
tions, but it is not true that you 
cannot take out more than 
10,000 euros in cash. That is the 
threshold that you can take out 
freely, but if you need or simply 
want to take out more, you can 
make a declaration to the Tax 
Office informing about the 
movement of the money. Obvi-
ously, this could lead to an in-
spection if the tax administra-
tion finds something that does 
not match with your previous 
tax declarations, but if the origin 
of the money is legal and you 
can prove it, you have nothing 
to fear. If on the contrary you do 
not declare the money and try 
to take it out of Spain, the 
authorities can retain the 
amount exceeding the limit un-
til you justify where the money 
came from. 

REF. R. E. M. 

Three months ago I had an 
argument with a neighbour 
because I am fed up with 
him parking his car in part 
of my parking space. There is 
a column on the other side, 
and sometimes I cannot park 
because the space left is too 
narrow. During the argu-
ment, he insulted me in pub-
lic and I sued him. Last week 
we had the hearing, but he 
did not appear at Court - he 
lodged a statement of de-
fence instead. Can he legally 
refuse to appear? 
 
Depending on the kind of pro-
ceeding and the defendant’s domi-
cile, law allows the defence to be 
carried out in writing, without 
having to go personally to defend 
himself against the charges. If 
this has been allowed, it is be-
cause it could be done that way, 
as otherwise the Court would 
have rejected the statement of 
defence.

IInternational Lawyers answers readers’ queries 

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

you have lying around? Or even maps 
of cities you have visited can make  
funky alternatives.  

More and more shops are using 
brown paper bags which can also be 
used and look simple and stylish un-
der the Christmas tree. Sarah says, 
“It is thought that in the UK alone 
the amount of wrapping paper used 
and then thrown away is enough to 
wrap around the equator nine times 
– that’s 227,000 miles and that’s just 
the UK. Add to that the plastic bags 
that are often used to put the waste 
in and you start to feel giddy and 
rather sad.” She adds that you can 
even avoid sellotape by using jute 
string or strips of fabric from old 
clothes that can be cut into strands.   

Look for local craft people who 
make reusable gift bags. Here in the 

Axarquía, La Viñuela resident, Ker-
stin Andrea Schrör, makes and sells 
her own bags from jeans and is do-
ing a superb line in recyclable gift 
bags. Find her on Facebook on the La 
Viñuela news page. 

Food 

“This is another area where it can 
seem tricky to avoid plastic and too 
much waste in general. I read that 
each year in the UK 17.2 million 
sprouts are thrown away,” says Sarah. 
Then there is all the packaging from 
turkeys, mince pies, chocolates, party 
food and the list goes on.  

“If you or your family are not 
ready to ditch the meat from your 
dinner table, then at the very least 
try to source your meat from local 
farms and producers who will have 
a minimal impact on the environ-
ment and who have reared their ani-
mals in the best possible way and 
avoid supermarket and factory 
farmed meat,” she adds. 

 A few simple changes to Christ-
mas habits can make the 2019 fes-
tive season merry and bright for us 
as well as our planet.

Eco Glitter Fun wooden tree 
decorations. :: ECO GLITTER FUN

z·   Useful websites  : 
www.ecopassion.es 
www.ecoglitterfun.com 
www.greenpeople.co.uk
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H
ere it comes again, that 
metaphysical fire-
works display sparked 
by yuletide, in the 

wake of Black Friday fever. To 
question or not to question, that 
is the question. For example: is it 
OK to fall for the magic of 
Christmas lights, or ‘watt’? 

New Year is on the horizon, 
prompting us to wax existential 
as we walk along the seafront, 
with our sights set on those 
amazing daybreaks and spec-
tacular nightfalls, which are at 
once an unfathomable source of 
inner harmony and the Costa del 
Sol’s chief selling point - as in 
Selling Sunset. (What d’ya think 
folks? Isn’t Netflix’s docu-soap 
about LA girls who clinch mil-
lion-dollar property deals, a 
surefire candidate for Guilty 
Pleasure of the Year?) 

My idea of luxury? Something 
that cannot be gift-wrapped: to nod 
off and wake up to the sound of the 
ebb and flow of the sea; hearing the 
planet breathe night and day is 
humm… to be in touch with the 
Universe, no less. Did someone 
mention the soaring cost of tourist 
accommodation? Por favor, let’s 
not go there! Instead, let’s venture 
off the beaten track, in search of 
unexpected artistic thrills. 

Casa Amarilla 
“Malaga, Ciudad Genial” - aka 
‘Picassoland’, aka ‘Banderas City’, 
a museum-goer’s paradise… - is as 

irresistible as its slogan, all year 
round. Yet, even off-season, dodg-
ing the crowds 
can be tricky, 
which is why 
stopping by the 
Casa Amarilla - 
an artist-run gal-
lery-workshop-
cum-residency - 
installed on sev-
eral floors of a 
house in the 
heart of the his-
torical centre, is 
such a pleasant 
alternative to the 
hectic hustle and 
bustle of festive 
shopping. 

Facing Casa Aranda - a mega e-
rated traditional churros ‘n’ 
chocolate hotspot - and within 
steps of the Thyssen Museum, 

this hip haven attracts contempo-
rary art aficionados, luring them 
into its web, with offbeat offer-
ings. Storefront performances are 
part of the package. By hook or by 
crook, there is always something 
‘on’ (or ‘off ’) to look forward to: 
an in situ happening or an ex-
change with another city; an art-
ist residency or a brand-new 
group show… 

Your hosts will be one of the 
Casa’s two super enterprising 
partners, or both: David Burbano 
and/or Sara Sarabia. Sara, whose 
solar personality (and architec-
tural background) shines 
throughout the entire mellow 
yellow gallery+ concept, lets me 
into the whys and wherefores of 
the multi-level art space they 
spear-headed almost a decade ago, 
in another locale: “Why yellow? 
Because of Van Gogh and the 
dream he had: to create a commu-
nity of artists… to sow seeds; 
that’s the spirit…”  

Cosmic concept 
If planning an excursion to Vélez-
Málaga, a Moorish gem east of 
Malaga city, don’t miss a further 
opportunity to pause for thought.  

To be seen at the Sala El Pósito 
until Tuesday 10 December, 
Ernst Kraft’s elliptical metal 
mesh and cable installation 
dubbed “El Universo” is a con-
ceptual “parenthesis” inviting us 
to reflect upon infinity. A price-
less pleasure. 

 

DON’T WORRY,  

BE ARTY 

Georgina Oliver comes across Casa Amarilla in her search for  
artistic thrills off the beaten track in Malaga

ART 
GEORGINA OLIVER

LA CASA 

AMARILLA 
The gallery-
workshop can be 
found in Calle 
Santos, 7, in Malaga 
city centre, near the 
Carmen Thyssen 
museum. 

ERNST KRAFT 
The artist’s El 
Universo is at Sala El 
Pósito, Plaza de la 
Constitución, Vélez-
Málaga until 10 
December.
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A
nne Duse, 68, and An-
dreas Ekman Duse, 73, 
are both retired Swedish 
diplomats who have 

lived in Nerja for two years. At-
tracted by the Spanish culture, they 
are learning the language and are 
keen to integrate. They are also both 
active members of the Nerja Arts 
Society. Few are aware, however, of 
the fascinating diplomatic careers 
that took them around the world. 

Having studied languages at uni-
versity (Anne, Japanese, and Andreas, 
Russian) and with a keen interest 
in international politics, they both 
felt that a future in diplomacy called. 
Anne explains that her father was a 
local politician in Sweden so, she 
says, “Politics was our daily bread.” 

Anne and Andreas first met in 
London where they had both been 
posted by the Swedish government. 
For Anne it was her first foreign 
posting. The opportunity had come 
about because a more senior col-
league didn’t want to go. “I hadn’t 
been working there for long, but 
the other woman didn’t want to go 
so I went instead,” recalls Anne, who 
was single at the time. Once in Lon-
don, her secretary, an older “rather 
traditional lady”, decided that what 
Anne needed was a boyfriend and 
already had her eye on the “man on 
the third floor”, she laughs.  

Andreas had been in the UK capi-
tal for two years then and was about 
to throw a party for some British 
friends. He was planning to serve 
up surströmming, or fermented her-
ring, a Swedish delicacy, which to 
put it diplomatically, could be said 
to have a somewhat pungent aroma.  

At the time Andreas had the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury as a neighbour 
as, he explains, Lambeth Palace, the 
Archbishop’s official residence, was 
being renovated.  

Shortly after the party (Andreas 
doesn’t remember whether the in-
vited Brits liked the herring or not) 
he was called into the ambassador’s 
office. It turned out that the arch-
bishop had complained about the 
smell emanating from Andreas’s flat 
during and after the herring party.  

“It was always a bit scary when 
you got called into the ambassador’s 
office,” Andreas recalls. However, 
on this occasion the ambassador 
didn’t take the complaint too seri-
ously. The other thing to come out 
of the party was a relationship be-
tween Anne and Andreas. 

Since then the couple have 
clocked up a number of postings be-
tween them, but they say they have 
mainly travelled together. They have 
lived in Tanzania, Tokyo and Congo 
as well as 10 years in the USA, where 
they spent time in Washington, Los 
Angeles and New York. In fact it was 

while the couple were in Washing-
ton that they did spend time apart 
as Anne accepted a job in New York 
working for the UN. Anne went on 
to work for some time in Estonia, 
although Andreas was already re-
tired by then, and they have also 
both spent time in Stockholm, 

where their two children were born. 
While Andreas’s line of work has 

been largely related to trade and com-
merce, Anne dedicated most of her 
working life to promoting press and 
cultural links between her native 
Sweden and the different countries 
she lived in. As well as an extensive 

list of countries, the pair can name 
drop quite an impressive list of ce-
lebrities they’ve met, including 
Swedish pop band ABBA, Hollywood 
actor and former California gover-
nor, Arnold Schwarzenegger, and 
American singer, Bert Bacharach. 

Both Anne and Andreas speak 
openly and passionately about the 
work of diplomats and the impor-
tance of being able to adapt to very 
different cultures from one day to 
the next. “There is no time to read-
just when you go to another coun-
try,” they explain. “You just have 
to get on with it and learn as quickly 
as possible the different cultural and 
social norms of the countries you 
are in,” they say.  

Citing an example, they speak 
about the total contrast between 
the tactile nature of Tanzanians and  
the people of Japan, their next des-
tination, where “there is no touch-
ing”. They laugh about how easy it 
is to “commit a faux pas”, not just 
for diplomats but when, for exam-
ple, they have hosted visits by Swed-
ish royalty and the host country 
does not understand the etiquette. 

 A lot of the work, they say, is 
about analysing political, educa-
tional, scientific and commercial 
situations and being able to provide 
“on-the-spot information” to a min-
ister who might be meeting some-
one from the country.  

Over a traditional Swedish ‘fika’  
( ‘break’ in English) of cinnamon 
buns and coffee in the couple’s home 
in Nerja, they conclude by saying 
that having worked in the UK in the 
1970s, they think that Brexit is seen 
by Sweden as “very sad” as the two 
countries are “on par in the EU on 
many issues”. 

As for their decision to retire to 
Spain, Anne says, “It was a new chal-
lenge. We had never lived in a Span-
ish speaking country so it was out 
of curiosity. The Spanish culture has 
always attracted me.”  

The couple return to Andreas’s 
native island of Gotland in Sweden 
every summer to visit family.

A truly diplomatic 
relationship

Anne Duse and Andreas Ekman Duse first met while 
on postings to London. Despite a slightly sticky start 
which involved a national Swedish dish and the then 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the couple  
have had fascinating careers which have  
taken them to very diverse countries

JENNIE 
RHODES

IN THE FRAME

Anne and Andreas in Frigiliana. :: SUR

“It was always a bit 
scary when you got 
called into the 
ambassador’s office!”
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Kempinski Hotel General Man-
ager Axel Bethke, said: “We are de-
lighted to unveil this year’s Christ-
mas Tree with a glamorous twist! 
Debbie Wingham’s design is quite 
the showstopper in our hotel lobby 
and we’re certain it will make guests’ 
time spent at the hotel during the 
festive season that bit more splen-
did.” 

The tree also features unique mar-
tini glasses, feathers, perfume bot-
tles, 3D printed chocolate peacocks 
and decorated baubles, created with 
a mixture of materials, from diamond 
dust and 24-carat gold to emu and os-
trich eggs.

Decorated with jewels, 
diamonds and martini 
glasses, the tree has taken 
pride of place in the 
Kempinski Hotel’s lobby 

ESTEPONA. Bosses at an Estepona 
hotel claim to have put up the world’s 
most expensive Christmas tree. 

The festive showstopper is valued 
at over 12 million euros and was un-
veiled at the Kempinski Hotel last 
Saturday during the hotel’s Christ-
mas market. 

Decorated with high-value stones, 

the five-metre-tall tree is peppered 
with pink, red, white and black dia-
monds, edible treats and traditional 
decorations. 

Hundreds of people turned out to 
see the grand unveiling of the tree 
including the mayor of Estepona, José 
Maria García Urbano, and Debbie 
Wingham, who designed the tree. 

World’s most expensive Christmas 
tree unveiled in Estepona

The Kempinski Hotel’s lavish tree is worth over 12 million euros. :: SUR

ASH                     
BOLTON

 ashbolton@hotmail.com 

The CantoLibre choir raised funds for Age Concern Estepona and the 
local Alzheimer’s Society last Friday in Sabinillas. The singers per-
formed English and Spanish carols and Christmas songs at the Inter-
national Fair of Christmas Cakes organised by the Manilva Foreigners 
Department at Villa Matilde. In appreciation of their contribution the 
town hall made a donation to the two charities. The choir’s next pub-
lic performances will be in Estepona Port, on 18 December at Bar La 
Luna and on 19 December at Bar Vice Versa, both at 6.30pm. Above, 
the cheque is presented to the Alzheimer’s society.

:: SUR

CHOIR SINGS FOR CHARITIES
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TONY                  
BRYANT

O
n Wednesday 6 De-
cember 1978, the peo-
ple of Spain voted in a 
referendum to ratify 

the new Spanish Constitution. 
The vote marked the culmination 
of the Spanish transition to de-
mocracy after the death of Gen-
eral Francisco Franco.  

 The dictator had ruled Spain 
with an iron fist for almost 40 
years and the new fundamental 
principles saw the country un-
dergo a series of political and so-
cial changes that transformed the 
country from a dictatorship into 
a democratic state.  

The transition was a complex 
process that gradually changed 
the structure of the regime by 
slowly approving, or abolishing, 
laws to establish a representative 
government. 

The new constitution was ap-
proved by the Spanish parliament 
(Cortes Generales) on 31 October 

1978, and by nearly 90 per cent of 
Spanish voters in the referendum 
on 6 December. It was sanctioned 
by King Juan Carlos on 27 Decem-
ber and came into effect on 29 De-
cember, the day it was published 
in the Official State Gazette (BOE).  

Since then 6 December has 
been a national holiday in Spain. 

The constitution was drafted 
and approved by the constitu-
tional assembly that was elected 
after the 1977 general election. 
It is organised in ten parts, which 
advocates as the highest values 
liberty, justice, equality and po-
litical pluralism.  

A seven-member panel was se-
lected to work on the draft of the 
constitution and they became 
known as the ‘Fathers of the Con-
stitution’. These seven people 
were chosen to represent the 
deeply divided political spectrum 
within the Spanish Parliament, 
while the leading role was given 

to then ruling UCD party.  
The assembly nullified the fun-

damental laws of the regime as 
well as existing laws that refuted 
the principles that the new con-
stitution established. 

The writing of the preamble 
was a task that required astute lit-
erary ability and was considered 
to be a great distinction. This hon-

our went to Enrique Tierno 
Galván, a Spanish politician, law-
yer and essayist who went on to 
become Mayor of Madrid from 
1979 to 1986. The preamble states 
that the Spanish nation - wishing 
to establish justice, liberty and se-
curity - proclaims to guarantee 
democratic life within the Con-
stitution and the laws according 

to a just economic and social or-
der. It also promotes the protec-
tion of all Spaniards in the exer-
cise of human rights, their cul-
tures and traditions, languages and 
institutions, in order to ensure a 
decent quality of life for all. 

The constitutional history of 
Spain dates back to the Constitu-
tion of Cadiz (1812), known  as La 
Pepa, one of the first constitutions 
in world history. 

Spain ratifies Constitution of 1978 

z· Bilingual crossword 
inside back page

Constitución Constitution 

Ratificar To ratify 

Democracia Democracy 

Borrador Draft 

Principios Principles 

Valores Values 

Justicia Justice 

Preámbulo Preamble 

Garantizar To guarantee 

Protección Protection 

Sancionar To sanction 

Gobierno Government 

Asamblea Assembly 

Tradiciones Traditions 

Derechos Rights 

Libertad Freedom 

País Country 

Artículos Articles

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

  6 DECEMBER 1978

Juan Carlos I sanctions the Spanish Constitution of 1978. :: EFE

A referendum marked the culmination of 
the Spanish transition to democracy after 
the death of General Francisco Franco

PET CARE

It is the same challenge every 
year. What on earth shall we give 
as a Christmas present to the 
kind neighbour who watered the 
plants when we were on holi-
day and what about the friends 
who did our shopping when we 
were ill or the lady who walked 
the dog when we could not? 

If the intended recipient is a 
pet owner the challenge is sim-
plified. Pets love new things even 
if they have plenty of the same, 
especially toys, but do buy those 
toys at a good pet shop or at a 
vets’ surgery which sells toys.  

Ordinary toy shops sell toys 
designed for children and these 
are usually completely wrong 
for animals with sharp teeth and 
a desire to tear  apart with curi-
osity. They are stuffed with ma-
terial like kapok, and if swal-
lowed are dangerous. Toys with 
beady eyes can  have the eyes 
pulled out and eaten with disas-
trous result. Toys specifically de-
signed for animals do not have 
such hazards. 

You may think you are offer-
ing a pet a treat with chocolates 
but chocolates for humans con-
tain a class of chemicals called 
methylxanthines which can 
make a dog seriously ill and 
even result in death. You can 
buy chocolates especially for 
dogs which exclude this chemi-
cal. These are often stocked at 
vets’ surgeries. 

Dogs love bones but some 
bones like poultry and rabbit will 
splinter and can cause the ani-
mals great harm.  A good butcher, 
not just a seller of meat, will sell 
you a bag of marrow bones 
which are enjoyable and safe. 

 Finally - dare I repeat it yet 
again - if you know of someone  
who is considering the idea of 
giving a gift of a puppy or kit-
ten for Christmas, do dissuade 
them. They are committing 
someone to a long-term obliga-
tion, for which they may not be 
prepared. 

Erny and I wish you and your 
pets a very Happy Christmas.

If you’re looking for really good 
quality furniture and household 
items from a reliable supplier, all  
at affordable prices, then look no 
further than Villa Dale furniture 
in Marbella. 

Their new showroom in the  
La Ermita Polígono Industrial 
has a wide range of high-end, 
mainly British-made furniture 
and beds of top quality from 
brands such as John Lewis, DFS, 
Sofology, etc. as well as mattresses 
from Reylon Gold, SilentNight 
Studio and Cashmere. 

The warehouse stocks all new 
items as well as some ex-display, 
all with huge discounts from the 
original prices.  

For landlords looking to fur-
nish properties which are to be 
used for holiday lets, there is a 
range of good quality, cheaper 
furniture, and they can also ar-
range and provide made-to-or-
der furniture as well as some ex-
catalogue stock.  

The shop is also due to begin 
supplying fridge freezers and 
electric appliances soon, mean-

ing they will be able to provide 
everything you need to furnish 
your home or rental property. 

For those who  require them, 
delivery and assembly services 
can be arranged to take the hard 
work out of the process.  

Visit the showroom to check 
out what’s available, and talk to 
the helpful staff members to find 
out about all the possible options 
as well as their frequent  deals 
and special offers.  

Located on Calle Torno num-
ber 5 in Marbella’s Polígono In-
dustrial La Ermita, the show-
room is open to the public from  
9am to 1pm and from 3pm to 
6pm, Mondays to Fridays. Call 
the mobile number below to ask 
about weekend visits.

All the furniture you need
Only buy pets toys designed for animals

ADVERTORIAL Villa Dale

Safe Christmas gifts

PETER 
HARRISON

For telephone enquiries call  

952 264 852 or 602 584 371. 

Visit www.villadale.es
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GARDENING

Native to East Asia, Borneo, In-
dia and South China, Sauropus 
androgynus, also called katuk, 
star gooseberry, sweet leaf and 
cinnamon leaf, is a tropical or 
subtropical shrub that loves hot, 

humid conditions.  
In an ideal situation with 

damp soils and some dappled 
shade, sweet leaf will reach about 
three metres high. However as 
the thin stems are 

unbranching they are vulnerable 
to being broken by strong winds 
so are best shortened to 1.5 to two 
metres.  

In Asia it is called katuk and is 
a staple food. The young leaves 

are used in salads and older 
leaves cooked like spin-

ach. The young shoots 
are also eaten and 

said to taste like 
asparagus while 

the berries are 
said to taste 
like peas. 
Each marble-
sized fruit 
contains five 
or six angular 

seeds.  
The leaves of 

some cultivars 
have silver mark-

ings. They all contain 
valuable nutrients and 

are high in protein. Com-
pared to spinach, they are said 

to contain 20 times more vita-
min C, six times more iron and 
three times more calcium.  

The chemical Papaverine is pre-
sent in the leaves and this helps 
to lower blood pressure. How-
ever excessive consumption of 
the raw leaves on a daily basis 
can cause lung damage by dilat-
ing the tiny blood vessels sup-
plying the lungs.   

Propagation is by cuttings 
which root easily in water, or by 
seeds which need to be sown 
while fresh. They are slow to ger-
minate, taking around two to 
three months to sprout. 

Sweet leaf can be grown in a 
container to make it easier to give 
it protection during the winter. 
It is not drought resistant and 
needs consistent moisture al-
though it is not fussy about soil 
quality.

An attractive perennial shrub with bright-green, pinnate 
leaves and small red flowers followed by cream berries  

No sweeter leaf

Calling all 
gardeners  

We know that many of our 
readers have lovely gardens, 
or enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
so why not share them with 
others?  

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es or send 
them to SUR in English, 
Avda Dr Marañón 48, 29009 
Malaga, with a caption and a 
few words of explanation. 
Alternatively, you can send 
them to us via Facebook 
(surenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English)

READER’S PHOTO

PHOTOS

Sauropus androgynus and berries (inset). :: WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

With autumn weather on the 
cusp of changing to more 
wintry temperatures, make 
sure your more tender plants 
are adequately protected. 
Remove any dead or dying 
stems of climbers and shrubs 
before wrapping them in 
horticultural fleece or straw 
and sacking. Long willowy 
stems should be tied into 
supports or trimmed back to 

avoid wind damage and pack 
mulch around the base of 
plants which die back to the 
ground in winter. Compost 
heaps should be covered 
with a lid, with a piece of 
old carpet or a few sheets 
of cardboard to prevent 
heavy rain making it too 
wet. Group pot plants to-
gether in a sheltered spot 
for protection.  

GARDENING IN DECEMBER

Battening down the hatches

Reader Gillian Watson sent in this photo and says, “This little 
corner on my often sunny but rather windy open terrace in Cala-
honda is dedicated to the memory of my husband whom I sadly 
lost to Alzheimer’s in 2017. I have to do very little to maintain 
these plants and like to think my husband’s green fingers are 
still at work for me to admire the results!”

A MEMORIAL GARDEN

:: GILLIAN WATSON
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N
ot even ten years 
has passed since 
it started and 
the nativity in 

Algeciras has already be-
come one of the main liv-
ing representations of the 
event in Andalucía. 

Every December, the 
small Algeciras neighbour-
hood of Pelayo becomes 
one of the obligatory places 

Two days in 
Algeciras 
Car + walk.  

Duration of journey: 1 

hour 40 minutes from 

Malaga. Living Nativity: 

3 hours. Visits to 

monuments: 3 hours.

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES

About 300 people participate every year in this re-enactment in the Algeciras village of Pelayo. ::  AYTO ALGECIRAS

QUICK GUIDE 

What to see in 
Algeciras  
Río de la Miel. This 

beautiful riverside loca-

tion is near the village of 

Cobre. 

Parque natural Los Alcor-

nocales.  11201 Algeciras 

 
Los Arcos aqueduct. The 

remains of an important 

hydraulic system built 

in the eighteenth cen-

tury. Barriada de El 

Cobre, s/n. 11206   

Algeciras 

 
Meriníes Arab baths. 

Remains of the palatial 

town erected by Amir 

Abu Yusuf Yaqub bet-

ween 1279 and 1285. 

Parque María Cristina, 

s/n. 11206 Algeciras 

 

Centro de Interpreta-

ción de la Cultura Anda-

lusí. Thematic centre on 

the medieval past of 

Algeciras.  

Prolong. Avda. Blas Infan-

te, 6. 11206 Algeciras. 

 
Iglesia de Nuestra 

Señora de Palma. Alge-

ciras’ main church, built 

in 1738. 

Plaza Alta, s/n. 11201 

Algeciras.

for lovers of Christmas tra-
ditions to visit.  

This staging of the nativ-
ity, held in the visitors’ cen-
tre in Huerta Grande just a 
short distance from the 
hamlet of Campo de Gibral-
tar, is a popular tradition 
open to all members of the 
public.  

The re-enactment is 
open from today, Friday, 

until Sunday 22 December 
and performances alternate 
between mornings and af-
ternoons over weekends 
and bank holidays.  

Today, next Monday, the 
following Sunday and the 
last day (22 December), the 
nativity will be open from 
12pm until 2pm. On Satur-
days 7, 14 and 21 December, 
the performance of the liv-
ing nativity will be held 
between 6pm and 8pm. 
This way people wishing to 
view the nativity can 
choose between daytime or 
nightime performances.  

Over 300 people partici-
pate every year in the event 
which not only relates the 
birth of Jesus but also the 
customs of the time which, 
in this case, are linked with 
the agricultural past of the 
area. 

In each of the cubicles, 
the visitor will be able to see 
scenes showing ancient 
trades, including traditional 
baking and crafts of this part 
of Andalucía and the village  
of Pelayo.  

Pelayo, situated around 
seven kilometres from Al-
geciras, has a mainly agri-
cultural past as can be seen 
in the visitors’ centre in 
Huerta Grande. It is also 
possible to trace the links 
that the village had with 
the Los Alcornocales and El 
Estrecho natural parks. 

The access to El Pelayo is 
relatively easy as it is 
crossed by the N-340 road.

W

W

A scene from the living nativity. :: AYTO ALGECIRAS

A nativity full of life

Visitors’ centre in Huerta Grande. :: SUR



DISCOVER ANDALUCÍA

Sevilla

Malaga

Cordoba

Huelva

Cadiz

Algeciras



30 December 6th to 12th 2019 
SUR IN ENGLISHWHAT TO DO

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

ADANA Christmas dinner 
 Manilva. 6 December, from 7pm. 
Duquesa Golf. 35€. 
Three-course Christmas dinner 
(fish option available), with glass 
of cava on arrival and glass of wine, 
beer or a soft drink with the meal. 
Entertainment provided by Neily 
Diamond, Ivan (80s hits) and gui-
tarist Les Carter. Bookings:   
adanaevents@gmail.com 

Christmas Market 
 Almuñécar 6-8 December. Plaza de 
la Constitución. 
A traditional Spanish ‘merienda’ 
with a performance by ‘Sabor a 
Mar’ dance group on 6 December at 
5pm. Also a International Christ-
mas Market by the foreign resi-
dents of Almuñécar.   

Nuevo Futuro Rastrillo 
Malaga. 6-9 December from 11am 
until 9pm. Palacio de Ferias y 
Congresos. 
Nuevo Futuro raises funds to 
provide welcoming homes for 
children who come from difficult 
back grounds. They will be holding 
a market with various stalls selling 
al sorts of crafts, Christmas gifts 
and foods.  

 Love To Sing Carol Concerts 
Manilva. 7 December, from 
3.30pm. 
Plaza de la Vendimia. Gastronomy 
Fair. 

Absolutely Bazaar Christmas 
Boot Sale 
 Alhaurín el Grande. 7 December, 
sellers from 8am, buyers from 
10am.  Venta Los Arcos. 
Sellers to display their goods on a 
table or stand . Book a pitch: 
www.absolutelybazaar.es. Call: 
652150951 

Ricky Lavazza’s Christmas 
Cracker 
Benalmádena. 7 December, doors 
8pm. Moonlight Lounge, Sunset 
Beach Hotel. 12.50€. 
The TAPAS choir join popular vocal-
ist Ricky Lavazza in his Christmas 
Show. Karen Danzig will also ap-
pear.  Tickets available from Sunset 

Beach reception or www.lava-pro-
ductions.rocks 

Christmas Bazaar 
Marbella. 8 December, from 3pm. 
Clínica Buchinger Wilhelmi.  
Art, crafts, books and information 
on health and wellbeing. Live 
music, fruit juices and infusions 

available. 

Christmas Carols and Brunch 
 Nerja. 7 December, 11.30am. El 
Parador de Nerja. 42€. 
A recital with soprano Lucía Millán 
and harpist Félix Miguel Ángel 
Sánchez followed by brunch at the 
hotel. Reservations: 690 073 871 or 
www.ventana-abierta.es/reservas. 

Coraxalia Christmas Concerts 
Nerja. 10 December, 5pm. Church 
of San Miguel (near parador). 
Alcaucín. 14 December,8pm. 
Church of Ntra Sra del Rosario. 
eucorax@hotmail.es / 689 111 352 

TIMS Christmas Concert 
 La Cala de Mijas. 10 December, 6pm. 
Town hall. 
The choir will sing arrangements of 
Christmas songs. Tickets on door or 
from 654 891 790.   
www.timschoir.org 

Christmas Dance and Concert 
Vélez-Málaga. 10, 11 December, 
7pm. Teatro del Carmen. 
Students of the Vélez-Málaga Mu-
nicipal school of Music and Dance 
will be performing a dance show 
on 10 December followed by a con-
cert on 11 December. Entry by invi-
tation collected from the school or 
town hall. 

Candelit carol service 
Alhaurin de la Torre.  11 December, 
7pm. Evangelical church, Puente 
de Don Manuel. 
Mince pies and mulled wine will be 
served at this Christmas carol serv-
ice. Directions: www.evangelical-
churchelpuente.com 

Czech choir 
 La Cala de Mijas. 11 December, 4-
8pm. Town hall plaza.  
A special Czech Christmas event 
with stalls selling mulled wine, 
typical cakes and pastries. At 6pm a 

Czech Choir will perform. 

Phoenix Singers 
 La Cala de Mijas. 12 December, 6pm. 
Town hall. Free. 
International Christmas concert 
with the Phoenix singers. Book a 
seat by email: frd@mijas.es  

Meeting of Christmas choirs 
 Nerja. 13 December, 9pm. Iglesia de 
El Salvador .  
The Orfeón Virgen de la Escalera  
(from Cadiz) and the Coral Almi-
nares from Nerja will be in concert 
together. 

International Christmas 
Festival 
 Arroyo de la Miel. 13, 14, 15 Decem-
ber, from 1pm. Plaza de la 
Mezquita. 
Gastronomy, performances, typical 
products and crafts will be avail-
able at this international festival. 

TOPS panto and show 
 Alhaurin el Grande. 13, 14 Decem-
ber. Food from 7pm, show starts 
8.30pm. Venta La Recta. Show 10€. 
Tickets on sale at Cristina’s, UK 
food Stores and DEE DEE’s hair-
dressers in Alhaurin El Grande. 
Contact Maggie (topsforchar-
ity@gmail.com) to reserve a table. 
This year  TOPS is supporting the 
local charities AID and Caritas. 

:: JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA. The streets and al-
leyways in the old quarter of 
Malaga city centre will host 
over thirty activities for all 
ages over the festive season. 

The programme of events 
starts today, Friday  6 Decem-
ber, in the AAlameda Prinicipal 
with ‘La Navidad Llega a la 
Alameda’ and from 7.30pm 
there will be a circus perform-
ance, a zambomba and a con-
cert by the Brass Band.  

From 117 December until 29 
December, the PPlaza de la Con-
stitución will be holding a se-
ries of concerts, ‘Música en 
Navidad’, which will include a 
concert by the Sierra Blanca El 
Romeral choir and performances 
by the Teatro Musical Victoria 
and Gym Victory.  

The traditonal ‘nevada’ (snow-
fall) will take place in the PPlaza 
de las Flores at around 8.30pm 
on 118 and 19 December  

The PPlaza de Camas will be 
hosting various children’s shows 
including, on 221 December, ‘Su-

percalfragilistico’ from Mary 
Poppins.  

Between 6 and 8pm on 119, 20 
and 21 December,  the CDR 
Renfe choir will be performing 
in CCalle Nueva, Calle San Juan 
and Plaza de Félix Sáenz. 

The popular Fiesta Mayor de Ver-
diales will be celebrated in PPuerto 
de la Torre on 228 December.

Malaga city centre fills 
with Christmas music 
for festive shoppers

A zambomba in Malaga. :: SUR

Buchinger bazaar, Marbella
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Ecumenical Carol Service 
 Torre del Mar. 14 December, 6pm. 
Parish church of San Andrés. 
Carols sung by the Spanish choir 
Amigos de Lux Mundi, the German 
choir Con Los Cantores director 
Lisa Kropp and the TIMS English 
choir director Margaret Williams. 

SEARCH Christmas Open Day 
 Coín. 14 December, from 12pm. 
Hot turkey rolls, veggie burgers, 
mince pies and homemade cakes, 
mulled wine, coffee etc – drinks 
cost 1€ each. Limited places: 660 
220 700 or email info@serch.es. 
www.serch.es or S.E.A.R.C.H Face-
book page. 

Christmas concerts and choirs 
Almuñécar.  
114 December. The  Banda de 
Música Almuñécar will be in con-
cert at 7pm in the Casa de la Cul-
tura while the Pedro Mena child 
choir will be performing in the La 
Encarnación church at 8pm. 

Coral Ciudad de Benalmádena 
 Arroyo de la Miel. 14 December, 
8.30pm. Inmaculada Concepción 
Church. 
Coral Ciudad de Benalmádena, or-
ganiser of the event, together with 
Coral Polifónica Ciudad de Mar-
bella and Coral Municipal de 
Casabermeja will perform Christ-
mas songs from all over the world. 
Conductor: Óscar Luis Sánchez. 

Traditional Villancicos  
 Almayate. 14 December, 6.30pm. 
Almayate Church. 
Seven choirs unite to sing tradi-
tional Spanish carols (villancicos) 
in an event that is celebrating its 
10th anniversary.  

Collegium Musicum Costa del 
Sol Christmas concert 
 Fuengirola. 15 December, 6pm. IPV 
Palace Hotel and Spa. 12€. 

The choir and orchestra will be pre-
senting a variety of carols from 
around Europe. Tickets from the 
hotel, Nicholson’s Jewellers and 
choir members. Reservations for 
finger food buffet (15€) before 8 
December. 
www.colmus.org or call: 
952775492 / 696620872 

Triple A Christmas fundraiser 
 Marbella. 15 December, 7pm. 
Puente Romano restaurant. 100€ 
Coctail and canapes on arrival, 
three course meal with drinks, raf-
fle and live music.  Email: 
events@tripleamarbella.org  Tick-
ets by Whatsapp: 0031683157025 
or online: www.restaurante.cover-
manager.com/cena-tripple-a 

Musical Christmas party 
Coín. 16 December, 5pm. Olive 
Tree Restaurante. 14€ members / 
16€ non-members. 
The  TAPAS choir will be singing 
festive favourites, old and new 
following a two-course Christmas 
dinner. 679 757 610. 

Christmas Sing Song for 
Dementia sufferers 
Estepona. 17 December, 12pm. 
11&11 Restaurante, Estepona port.  
This is a special Christmas event 
for dementia sufferers their carers, 
families etc. Familiar Christmas 
songs with singer Helena Paul. 
Call: 606849692 or email: Julie-
Janefundraising@gmail.com . 

Age Concern Christmas Party 
Mijas. 17 December, 7pm. Restau-
rante Valparaíso. 35€. 
Welcoming drink and canape fol-
lowed by three-course meal with 
wine and soft drinks. Raffle, live 
entertainment with the Quist duo 
and dancing. Tickets from Age Con-
cern in Los Boliches, La Cala, Mijas 
Pueblo or Arroyo de la Miel. 
952476210 

MUSIC & DANCE  

Jazz Festival 
Gibraltar. 6 December,  Chatham 
Counterguard.  
At 4.30pm there will be a marching 
band starting from John Mackin-
tosh Square followed at 6.30pm by 
performances by Ananya Feat Ny-
Gee, The Street Dogs and Jamba 
Brass Band. 
7 December, 6.30pm. St Michael’s 
Cave. Performances by Levanter 
Breeze Feat Surianne Dalmedo and 
Stefano Di Battista Quartet. 

A Touch Of Class 
Fuengirola. 6 December, 7pm. St 
Andrew’s Church Hall. 10€. 
St Andrew’s Chaplaincy welcome A 
Touch Of Class to present an 
evening of cabaret ‘Kaleidoscope’. 
952026811 or email: 
touchofclasstickets@gmail.com 

La Cochera Cabaret 
Malaga. Avda de los Guindos. 
www.lacocheraentradas.com/ 
6  December. 10pm. The Free Soul 
Band. Funk and soul classics on the 
20th anniversary of the Free Soul 
Band. The legend continues. 

Delirium Blues Fusion 
Almuñécar. 8 December, 7pm. 
Casa de la Cultura 

The best of soul, jazz and funk 
blues. 

Chamber Orchestra concert 
Vélez-Málaga. 12 December, 8pm. 
Teatro del Carmen. 10# 
TheConservatorio Superior de 
Málaga Chamber Orchestra, con-
ducted by Daniel García Caro, will 
play Beethoven’s Symphony nº1 
followed by Concerto for piano and 
orchestra Nº3 with soloist Federico 
Cruzado. 

Louie Louie Rock Bar 
Estepona. Avda Luis Braille. 
6  December. 11.30pm. ASP Road 
Show Project. 5€. 
7 December. Midnight. The Soul-
breaker Company. Sewed With 
Light Tour. 10€. 
8 December. Midnight. Brown 
Cats. Underground Sound. 5€. 
13 December. Midnight. Milky 
Bread. Collegium Musicum, Marbella.
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MUSIC & DANCE 

The Rob Sas band 
Estepona.  
77 December, 9.30pm. La Cabana, 
near Laguna Village, Estepona. 
www.therobsasband.com 

Opera & ballet at the Cervantes 
Malaga.Teatro Cervantes. 
www.teatrocervantes.com 
6 December, 7pm. 
El Barberillo de Lavapiés, a 
zarzuela in three acts by Francisco 
Asenjo Barbieri.  
11 December, 8pm. 
Sleeping Beauty, performed by 
the Saint Petersburg Classical Bal-
let company. 

Viola and Piano recital 
Malaga. 12 December, 8pm. Sala 
Maria Cristina. 
The Sociedad Filarmónica de 
Málaga presents Molly Carr (vi-
ola) and Anna Petrova (piano) 
playing pieces by Weinberg, Ar-
royo and Katchaturian. 

Handel’s Messiah 
Malaga. 13 December, 7.30pm. 
Teatro Cervantes. 
Instruments of Time and Truth 
with the Oxford Singers con-
ducted by Edward Higinbottom. 
Tickets: www.unientradas.es 

The Best of Blues 
Nerja.13 December, 8pm. Centro 
Cultural Villa de Nerja. 
The Lito Blue Band has a big fol-
lowing in Spain playing music 
made famous by Eric Clapton, 
Etta James, Jimi Hendrix, Robert 
Johnson and many others. 

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra 
Malaga. Auditorio Edgar Neville  
13 December, 8.30pm, 14 Decem-
ber, 8pm. 
The orchestra will play Bach’s 
Christmas Oratory with soprano 
Alba Chantar, mezzosoprano 
Lidia Vinyes Curtis, tenor Juan de 
Dios Mateos and bass Joan Martín 
Royo accompanied by the Cár-
mina Nova choir. 

LECTURES & TALKS 

U3A Lectures 
Fuengirola. Lux Mundi. free to 
members, guests 5€. www.u3a-
fuengirolacostadelsol.com 
Art And Artists: The Making Of An 
Altar Piece’ 
11 December, 11am. 
Gentile da Fabriano’s “Adoration of 
the Magi” required the work of a 
large team of craftsmen before 
Gentile begaqn to paint. Group 
leader Liz Cochrane.  
Debating  and Discussion Group:  
11 December, 11am. 
“That the first past the post system 
for electing Members of Parliament 
must not be changed?” Group 
leader Geoff Cooke. 

The Arts Society  
Fuengirola. 9 December, 4.30pm. 
Salon Varietés Theatre. Visitors 10€.  
wwww.theartssociety-costadel-
sol.org 
Nerja. 10 December, 6pm. Cultural 
Centre, C/Granada. Visitors 10€.  
www.theartssocietynerja.com 
‘Carmen in Sevilla, The John 
Leith Memorial Lecture ‘ 
Bizet’s opera Carmen is about the 
tragic life of a gypsy. Lecturer 
Simon Rees has worked as 
dramaturge on many productions 
of Carmen and researched 
costumes, locations and sets etc. 

EVENTS & TRIPS 

Craft Fair 
Benalauria. 6-8 December. 
Stalls selling homemade gifts and 
crafts as well as healthy breads and 
other products. On Saturday night 
is ‘Noche Mágica’ which will in-
clude a light and music show.  

Marbella design Academy Expo 
Marbella. 13 December, 7pm. 
Camino Hotanca, Monda. 
The Graphic Design and Interior 
Architect students will be display-
ing their creative design projects 
and the Fashion Design students 
will be showcasing their collec-
tions. www.designschool.com  

The Taste of Manilva 
Manilva. 6-8 December.  
The gastronomy festival ‘Saborea 
Manilva’ will include wine tasting,  
free paella, cheese and jamón and 
many other activities. Christmas 
lights will be turned on at 7pm on 
Friday.  

Medieval Market 
 Almuñécar 6-9 December. Paseo de 
San Cristóbal. 
A medieval market selling gifts, 
crafts etc. 

Fiesta de Las Mozas 
Tolox. 6-8 December. 
The town of Tolox remembers the 
revolt of the Moors in the six-
teenth century with this festival.  

Christmas Lights, Puente Genil 
Fuengirola. 10, 11 December. Vari-
ous departure points.  
Full details contact Fundación Lux 
Mundi Fuengirola, C/Nueva 3. 
952474840. www.lux-mundi.org/  

Seville Christmas lights 
Torre del Mar. 10-12 December. 
Various departure points.  
Staying at 4* Hotel Fernando. 219-
239€. Lux Mundi Torre del Mar. 
952 543 334 or luxmundi@lux-
mundi.org 

Animals In Distress auctions 
Alhaurín el Grande. 13 December. 
La Peña Asfahal. 
Sellers call 626 942 427. Auction 
starts at 7pm. Viewing between 6 
and 7pm. www.animals-in-dis-
tress.eu/events.html 

EXHIBITIONS 

Reyna Manescau 
Coín. Permanent exhibition. Cen-
tro Cultural Reyna Manescau. 
The recently opened new cultural 
centre is dedicated to Coín born 
artist Reyna Manescau, known as 
the Painter of Venice. The perma-
nent exhibition is entitled Intimo 
y Universal.  

O. V. FILM 

SUR in English advises calling 
cinemas to check for any last 
minute time changes.  

Cine Albéniz  
C/Alcazabilla 4, Malaga. Tel: 902 
36 02 95. www.cinealbeniz.com 
The Irishman: 18.20.  
The Two Popes:  22.00. 
Les Miserables: 21.35. 

Cinesur El Ingenio 
Avda. Juan Carlos 1, Vélez-Málaga. 
Tel. 667 77 31 87.  
Frozen II: 12.30, 16.40. 
Charlie’s Angels: 19.30 (every 
day); 21.30 (Tues). 
Knives Out: 18.35, 21.10 (Tues). 

Cinesur Miramar  

Reyna Manescau, Coín.
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Avda. de la Encarnación, Fuengi-
rola. Tel. 952 19 86 00.  
The Good Liar: 15.45 (every day);  
18.00, 20.10 (Tues); 21.45 (every 
day except Tues). 
Charlie’s Angels: 19.00 (Tues); , 
21.45, 0.10 (every day). 
Midway: 17.45, 21.30 (Tues). 
Frozen II: 12.00, 15.45, 18.00 
(every day). 
Knives Out: 16.00 (every day). 
Ballet Coppelia: 20.15 (Tues). 
Bruce Springsteen: 20.30 
(Thurs). 

Cines Teatro Goya  
For tickets and information call 
951196665.   
www.cinesteatrogoya.com  
Frozen II: 12.15 (Sun); 16.15, 
18.15, 20.15 (Fri-Mon); 17.00, 
19.00 (Tues).  
Knives Out: 15.45, 18.10, 19.45, 
22.45 (Fri-Mon); 17.20, 19.30, 
22.00 (Tues). 
Midway: 20.15, 22.45 (Fri-Mon); 
19.30, 22.00 (Tues). 
Charlie’s Angels: 20.30, 22.30 
(Fri-Mon); 19.30, 21.30 (Tues). 
Last Christmas: 22.45 (Fri-Mon). 
The Good Liar: 20.00, 22.15 (Fri-
Mon); 21.45 (Tues). 
Abominable: 12.00 (Sun). 
Bobby The Hedgehog: 12.30 
(Sun). 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
Centro de Ocio Plaza Mayor, Avda. 
Alfonso Ponce de León.   
Tel: 902 902 103 or visit   
www. yelmocines.es   
 Knives Out: 12.55, 16.05 (Fri -  
Mon); 16.05 (Wed); 18.40 (Tues). 

Frozen II: 19.00 (Tues). 
Joker: 19.35 (Tues). 
Le Mans ‘66: 20.45 (Tues). 
Last Christmas: 17.50 (Tues). 
The Good Liar: 13.00 (Fri, Sat, 
Sun); 15.55 ( (Fri -Mon, Wed); 
18.10 (Tues). 
Charlie’s Angels: 21.30 (Tues). 
Midway: 12.30 (Fri-Mon); 19.25 
(Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón de la 
Victoria. Calle Arroyo Totalán 
Tel: 902 220 922 or visit   
www.yelmocines.es   
Frozen II: 18.00 (Tues). 
Joker: 19.25 (Tues). 
Last Christmas: 20.30 (Tues). 
Knives Out : 19.45 (Tues). 
Bruce Springsteen Western 
Stars: 20.30 (Thurs). 
The Good Liar: 19.30 (Tues). 
Last Christmas: 22.30 (Tues). 
Charlie’s Angels: 22.15 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia. Centro 
Comercial Vialia. Tel: 902 220 922 
or visit www. yelmocines.es  
Le Mans 66: 12.10 (Tues). 
Charlie’s Angels: 21.00 (Tues). 
Joker: 12.25 (Sat, Sun, Mon); 
19.30 (Tues). 
Frozen II: 16.45 (Tues). 
Last Christmas: 22.50 (Tues). 
Hustlers: 20.45 (Tues). 
Knives Out: 12.35 (Sat, Sun, Mon). 
Bruce Springsteen Western 
Stars: 20.30 (Thurs). 
The Good Liar: 12.45 (Sat, Sun, 
Mon); 19.45 (Tues). 
Midway: 18.50 (Tues). 
The Audience from NT : 20.00 
(Thurs).

:: ANTONIO JAVIER LÓPEZ 

MALAGA. The idea to get off the 
bus in Nerja back in 1968 arose al-
most by chance. Since then, half a 
century has passed and chance 
has become intertwined with the 
iron will and bonhomie that 
makes Perry Oliver a major player 
in the contemporary art scene in 
and around Malaga. 

Despite the increased interest 
in contemporary art, his last ex-
hibition in Malaga city was over 
ten years ago. Now he is back 
with an exquisite exhibition of 
around 100 works in the Isla Ne-
gra bookshop and art gallery.  

“It is an intimate project”, ex-
plains Oliver who was born in 
1941 in Pennsylvania. The display 
of his pieces are intermingled 
with other objects in the gallery, 
“I wanted my works to integrate 

into this space, with the odour of 
old books, the light shining in 
through the window... I wanted 
to add to that intimacy with my 
own small contribution,” he adds.  

Small describes the format of  
the pieces in the exhibition, 
many being abstract iron sculp-
tures that fit in the palm of your 
hand that he calls Enlazados. The 
engravings are more studied: “In 
that sense, the exhibition begins 
very abstract and ends with a pro-
posal which is more figurative.”

The intimate sculpture of 
Perry Oliver at Isla Negra
After ten years, the 
artist exhibits again 
in Malaga city with a 
display in a 
bookshop

Perry Oliver with some of his creations. :: ÑITO SALAS

 When. Until 14 December.  

 Where. Isla Negra library and 
gallery, C/Álamos 15, Malaga 
city. 

 What. An exhibition of draw-
ings and small format sculp-
tures by American artist Perry 
Oliver.

INFORMATION
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The event is in its 
seventh year and   
will include around  
40 activities  
including the first 
Gastronomic Forum  

:: JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA. There are cured meats 
from Benaoján, cakes from Antequera, 
olives from Álora, olive oil from Peri-
ana... yes, once again this year the 
Paseo del Parque in Malaga city has 
become a spectacular food market 
where visitors can discover the thou-
sand and one flavours of the province.  

Over 100 producers from different 
areas have stands at the Gran Feria 
Sabor a Málaga, which is taking place 
over this holiday weekend and is a 
very special way of bringing this year’s 
programme of fairs to an end.  

The fair started on Thursday (5 De-
cember) with the official inaugura-
tion in the Eduardo Ocón auditorium, 
and will continue until Monday. As 
well as the stalls, around 40 activi-
ties have been organised, including 
cookery demonstrations by local chefs, 
presentations of products, workshops 
and tasting sessions. 

Juan Carlos Maldonado, who is 
first vice-president and responsible 
for Sustainable Economic Develop-
ment at the Diputación de Malaga 
(the provincial government), said 

that for this seventh edition of the 
fair, the Diputación has set itself 
the objective of strengthening the 
links between Sabor a Málaga and 
the hotel and restaurant sector in 
the province. “We believe that this 
sector is the one that has the clos-
est association with local products, 
and the one that should use them 
most,” he said.  

This year’s programme includes 
some unusual attractions, such as the 
preparation of the biggest ‘Ensaladilla 
Malagueña’ in the world, with more 
than 400 kilos of ingredients. 

The Sabor a Málaga fair pays 
tribute to local produce with over 
100 stalls in the city this weekend

Visitors sample local cheese at last year’s event. :: SUR

 Where.   Malaga. Stalls are in the 
Paseo del Parque; activities will be 
in the Eduardo Ocón auditorium. 

 When.  The fair opened on 
Thursday and continues until 
Monday 9 December. It is open 
from noon until 10pm.   

 Stands.   There are 119 producers 
from 43 towns and villages in 
Malaga province. 

 SABOR A MÁLAGA FAIR

Restaurants, chefs and 
critics gathered at 
Anantara Villa  
Padierna Palace  
resort on Thursday 

:: M. MARTÍNEZ 

MARBELLA. Chefs and restau-
rant owners picked up awards on 
Thursday at the launch of SUR’s 
new Who’s Who in gastronomy  bi-
lingual guide. The Anantara Villa 
Padierna Palace resort in Benahavís 
was the venue for the event pre-
sented by critic Enrique Bellver, 
who explained some of the changes 
in this year’s guide compared to 
previous editions. 

Awards were presented to La 
Cosmopolita; to Rafael de la 
Fuente, for his career devoted to 
the hospitality industry; to Cris-
tina Socorro, maître d’ of the Ho-
tel Molina Lario in Malaga; to 
Bruno and Giusepinna Filiponne 
of the Da Bruno restaurant group; 
to the Benahavís hotel and cater-
ing school; to La Deriva restaurant 
in Malaga; and to Paco Roncero for 
his restaurant ‘O’. 

The event, attended by some 
300 guests, was opened by vice-
president of the Diputación and 
head of the Sabor a Málaga brand, 
Juan Carlos Maldonado, with the 
closing words delivered by the 
Mayor of Benahavís, José Antonio 
Mena.

SUR launches culinary 
Who’s Who guide with 
awards ceremony

Award winners, authorities and organisers. :: SUR
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F
ew chefs succeed in get-
ting their images recog-
nised internationally. Ja-
mie Oliver and Gordon 

Ramsay are identifiable on any 
continent, but other great chefs, 
like Spain’s Arzak, don’t always 
turn heads outside their immedi-
ate environments. 

Dani García, Marbella’s favour-
ite kitchen character, is known 
on a national level, and not be-
cause of Michelin stars. Dani’s se-
cret, if he has one, is knowing 
how to promote himself, al-
though he also has a personal PR 
and a Malaga PR agency, La Madre 
de Los Beatles. 

An essential part of the Dani 
García publicity plan is to tell eve-
ryone how difficult it was getting 
to the top. He had a tough time 
and once had to sell his car (wow! 
really?) As it happens, Dani, a 
highly talented innovative cook, 
must of necessity depend on fi-
nancial backers to develop his ca-
reer. And one problem is that his 
professional record is full of holes. 
When he left Tragabuches in 
Ronda after it had, thanks to 
Dani, achieved a Michelin star, he 
embarked on a series of adven-
tures locally that started at the 
Hotel Meliá Don Pepe: a disaster, 
as were subsequent attempts, 
such as La Moraga. 

Dani is not of course the type 
who can see himself working in a 
particular restaurant for ever. As 
he begins a new project he is al-
ready thinking about the next 

one. The only thing wrong with 
that is that it may dilute concen-
tration levels for the job in hand. 

Two days after closing his Mar-
bella 3-star establishment at 
Puente Romano, with the inten-
tion of re-opening it in May as a 
steak and hamburger joint, Dani 
was at a San Sebastian seminar 
telling a large audience that New 
York beckoned. And not just New 
York, but the entire world, with 
hundreds of Dani restaurants 
across the globe, or at least this is 
what he envisages. Obviously, his 
present financial backers have 
backed his projects to date, but 
his plans for world domination 
may be harder to handle. Al-
though, to be fair, Dani has re-
vealed himself to be proficient at 
attracting money whenever he 
needed it, a surefire sign of a good 
chef.

ANDREW J. LINN 

GARCÍA &                                          
ASSOCIATES

Dorado 

A particularly interesting and 
unique type of wine, usually 
made in Rueda, that is as near a 
sherry as you can get outside 
the sherry re-
gion. It is ma-
tured in glass 
demijohns ex-
posed to the ele-
ments for more 
than a year. 
Around 15 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Mokoto is a Brazilian dish made 
with the stock from cow’s or pig’s 
feet.  
 

Mokoto 
INGREDIENTS FOR FOUR 
PERSONS 

200g pig’s trotters 

1 litre water 

1 garlic bulb crushed 

3 garlic cloves 

1 red onion 

5 ripe tomatoes 

20g chopped coriander 

1tsp dried oregano 

1tsp ground cumin 

1tsp salt 

Pinch of pepper 

2tsps paprika 

1chili pepper 

1 raw cassava 

Confit of white fish 

100g loin of a firm white fish 

0.5 litres olive oil 

Black garlic mayonnaise 

5 cloves black garlic 

700g mayonnaise 

 
METHOD FOR MOKOTO 

Gently sweat the chopped red on-
ion and the finely chopped garlic 
until transparent, add the toma-
toes and continue to poach until 
soft. Add the spices and the wa-
ter, the cassava and then the 

cleaned pig’s trotters. Simmer for 
around two hours. Drain the stock 
and keep to one side. 
 
METHOD FOR THE CONFIT 

Pour the oil into a small saucepan 
and heat. When it reaches 65ºC 
add the loin of white fish and cook 
for 12 minutes.  
 
METHOD FOR BLACK GARLIC 
MAYONNAISE 

In a mixing bowl use a hand held 
food processor to finely chop the 
black garlic cloves. Add the may-
onnaise and mix well. Spoon the 
mayonnaise into a piping bag.   

 
PLATING UP 

Remove the loin of white fish from 
the oil and place in the middle of a 
deep serving dish. Pipe the black gar-
lic mayonnaise over the top and place 
under a grill for a few minutes un-
til golden. 
Reheat the stock from the  trotters 
and pour around the fish loin. Deco-
rate with sprigs of coriander and 
slices of cooked cassava.       

 
Diego Gallegos is at the helm of the 

Michelin-starred restaurant Sollo and 

Arara bistro bar, both in the Double 

Tree by Hilton Hotel Resort & Spa Res-

erva del Higuerón, Fuengirola

DIEGO GALLEGOS

Mokoto (fish 
in a rich stock)

ARARA INSPIRATION DIEGO 
GALLEGOS
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“Politicians thought they 
had done everything they 
needed to do with regard 
to smoking, but in reality 
we have gone back to 
where we used to be,” says 
Dr De Oña 

MALAGA. Before he started help-
ing other people to stop smoking he 
used himself as a guinea pig and ap-
plied some therapies designed to help 
him kick the habit (he used to smoke 
25 cigarettes a day). Twenty years 
have passed since then, during which 
time Dr Salvador de Oña has headed 
the tobacco addiction unit of the Span-
ish Cancer Association (AECC) in 
Malaga. During that time, he has 
helped around 5,500 smokers, and is 
very pleased that so many people have 
overcome their addiction. In this in-
terview, Dr De Oña stresses that more 
people in Spain smoke now in Spain 
than before the two anti-tobacco laws 
came into force. To stop this trend, 
he says the price of tobacco, especially 
rolling tobacco, needs to be increased 
considerably. 
–It must be satisfying to know that 
you’ve helped so many people to 
stop smoking in the past 20 years.    
–Well, yes. I’m proud of having con-
tributed towards creating awareness 
of the dangers of tobacco. I consider 
myself a ‘helper’. I help people who 
want to give up smoking.  
–In these 20 years, how many peo-
ple have attended the AECC’s to-
bacco unit in Malaga?  
–Since 1999, about 5,500 people. The 
success rate is around 66 per cent 
within six months, although we con-
tinue to monitor them for the first 
year. During the first six months the 
controls are more exhaustive and 
structured.  
–Do more men than women come 
to your unit?  
–At first, they were mainly men, but 
then it went the other way, especially 
when the anti-smoking laws came 
into force in 2005 and 2010. We 
started to see women, who were 
younger than the men. They were 
highly motivated and had a high suc-
cess rate. Women tend to be better at 
stopping smoking than men.  
–Have you set a particular target in 
the fight against smoking?  

–We are achieving the objective we 
wanted: to be a benchmark unit for 
complex patients with a very high 
level of addiction. We treat people 
who are referred to us by GPs or health 
centres or they come as a last resort 
after failing to give up smoking in the 
past. 
–What type of therapies do you use? 
–We offer a free programme based on 
a medical, pharmaceutical and psy-
chological treatment, and treat 15 
people at a time in group therapy. We 
use individualised pharmaceutical 
treatments and provide psychologi-
cal therapy which is very focused on 
the cognitive-behavioural. Although 
we are evolving now, the combina-
tion of medical and psychological as-
pects is key to our success.   
–What is the attitude of the smok-
ers when they come to your unit?  
–The people who come to us are al-
ready convinced that they have to 
stop smoking. During the process we 
use psychological techniques to mo-
tivate them, but most of the people 
we see are already keen to have the 
treatment. Very few come without 
knowing what it involves beforehand. 
–How many sessions are there in 
the treatment?  
–We do eight sessions, once a week 

on a Tuesday or Thursday. After that, 
we have a series of intermittent ses-
sions until they have been coming 
for six months, and then there are 
very spasmodic sessions until the end 
of a year.   
–Where in the province do the ses-
sions for smokers take place?  
–The anti-smoking unit basically con-
sists of me, with the collaboration of 
several psychologists. We provide the 
therapy in Malaga city, Marbella, 
Fuengirola, Antequera, Ronda and 
Benalmádena, because that’s where 
the AECC has centres. 
–Is there a waiting list to join the 
anti-smoking programme?  
–Yes, but it is not as long as it used to 
be, which was nearly two years. We 
were the first in Andalucía and the 
second in Spain to have an anti-smok-
ing unit. The waiting time now is 
around four months.  
–Why is tobacco so harmful? 
–Because it is addictive. The addic-
tive chemical substance is nicotine, 
which in order to be absorbed by the 
body is attached to tar, which is toxic. 
Also, when you smoke you ingest 
many more toxic substances.   
–Have the two Spanish laws against 
tobacco been effective?  
–They were effective, but what has 
happened has been a bit disappoint-
ing. Before the 2005 law came into 
force, 32 per cent of the population 
smoked. Within a couple of years it 
had dropped to 29 per cent. With the 
second law, in 2010, which aimed to 
protect non-smokers and prohibited 
smoking in public and enclosed places, 
the percentage also dropped. What is 
happening is that now, in 2019, 34 

“The number of smokers is 
higher now than before the 
anti-smoking laws came in” 

 Salvador de Oña  Doctor and director of the Asociación 
contra el Cáncer’s  anti-tobacco unit in Malaga

Salvador de Oña helps people to stop smoking. :: FÉLIX PALACIOS

ÁNGEL 
ESCALERA

aescalera@diariosur.es 

“The problem is   
the ease with which 
young people can  
take up smoking”
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a small number of cigarettes. Others 
have more resistant genes and can 
smoke more without being affected. 
However, in all smokers, notwith-
standing their genes, tobacco ages 
two organs: the heart and the lungs. 
–Do you agree that the national 
health should finance drugs to help 
people give up smoking?  
–It seems a good idea. I hope it will 
be managed sensibly, because I fear 
there will be a ‘boom’ in requests.   
There is more to stopping smoking 
than just taking a tablet. People need 
psychological help and support from 
their families. 

per cent of the population smokes, 
in other words more people than be-
fore those two laws. That is hard to 
explain.   
–Are you in favour of increasing the 
price of all types of tobacco? 
–Yes, of course. The problem with an 
addiction to smoking is the ease with 
which young people can take it up. 
Loose tobacco is really cheap. That’s 
one of the causes of the increase in 
smokers. Also, tobacco is associated  
with the consumption of hashish.  
This creates a duality and young peo-
ple get into an addictive circle and 
keep smoking for a very long time.    
–Of course, consuming hashish en-
courages people to smoke tobacco, 
doesn’t it? 
–That is a contributory factor, but the 
main reason people start is that roll-
ing tobacco is so cheap.  
–Apart from the price of loose to-
bacco, why are there more smokers 
now? 
–The number of smokers has in-
creased, but the average number of 
cigarettes they smoke has dropped. 
It’s ten a day now, eight fewer than 
in 2005. Having said that, from the 
point of view of public health, there 
has been a relaxation in the view of 
the dangers of tobacco. The politicians 
thought everything had been done,   
there was nothing else to do, and the 
reality is that we have gone back to 
how things used to be. Consumption 
continues to increase; policies need 
to be much more aggressive. Tobacco 
addiction is the main public health 
problem we have.   
–So is it essential for work to be done 
to raise awareness among children 
and teenagers?  
–Definitely. We need to make it more 
difficult to access tobacco too, by put-
ting up the price of packets of ciga-
rettes and rolling tobacco.  
–Do people respect the law that pro-
tects people from passive smoking? 
–In general, people accept the law 
perfectly well and it is applied prop-
erly. They don’t smoke in public places, 
although there has been some relaxa-
tion about the terraces of bars. Peo-
ple do still smoke in cars, though, and 
in private spaces.  
–Would you like to see smoking in 
cars banned?  
–Yes, yes, I would. As someone who 
used to smoke, I’m aware that smok-
ing in the car is a risk factor for the 
driver, because you can burn your-
self, the cigarette can fall onto your 
trousers, you are distracted while 
lighting up... and apart from the fact 
that the smoke can harm the passen-
gers, smoking while you drive means 
you aren’t concentrating at times.  
–When did you stop smoking, and 
what made you decide to take that 
step?  
–I gave up in 1999, a few months be-
fore starting with the AECC anti-
smoking unit in Malaga. I did it be-
cause I really wanted to stop. I had 
tried several times, but relapsed. So 
I went to the library at my hospital, 
looked up information, which was 
all in English, and saw that the Ameri-
cans had protocols for stopping smok-
ing. So I followed the guidelines in 
that documentation. I taught myself. 
I gave myself the treatment the 
Americans were proposing. I was so 
enthusiastic that I proposed to the 
AECC that something should be done. 
And when I had been a non-smoker 
for six months, I started to apply the 

protocols I had learned and set up the 
groups. 
–Did you smoke a lot? I suppose you 
have never started again?  
–No, I have never relapsed. I used to 
smoke about 25 cigarettes a day.    
–What do you think of electronic 
cigarettes?  
–That’s a controversial subject. There 
has been an epidemic of pneumonia 
linked to electronic cigarettes, but 
only in the USA. It didn’t happen any-
where else. That pneumonia is related 
to a vitamin A oil which they used to 
use to consume hashish. The cause 
wasn’t the traditional e-cigarettes  
which contain nicotine. From a pub-
lic health point of view, e-cigarettes 
are safer than traditional tobacco ones, 
but that doesn’t mean there are no 
risks involved with them.   
–Why do you think the UK is so keen 
on e-cigarettes? 
–Britain is the only country in the 
world to support them, and it has 
done so as a public health measure. 
They want to reduce the number of 
smokers and increase the number 
who use electronic cigarettes. They 
think the number of tobacco-related 
illnesses will go down. Now, they are 
more cautious and warn that e-ciga-
rettes are not innocuous, although 
they are not as harmful as tobacco.    
–In the case of loose tobacco, is it 
true that it is more harmful than 
packet cigarettes?  
–Yes, because it doesn’t have the fil-
ters that cigarettes have, so much 
more nicotine and a lot more tar en-
ter the body. Although it has been 
shown that loose tobacco is much 
more harmful, it tends to have a repu-
tation for being safer.  
–Is there a number of cigarettes a 
day which is considered less dan-
gerous for health?  
–That depends on each person’s genes. 
Smoking damages the respiratory 
tubes and the cardiovascular area, as 
well as causing some types of cancer. 
So the answer is that it is not clear 
where the safety level is. Some peo-
ple are predisposed to the damage, so 
can develop illnesses if they smoke 

AECC in Malaga  

“We were the first in 
Andalucía and the second 
in Spain to have an anti-
smoking unit”  

Legal measures 

“The anti-smoking laws 
were effective, but what has 
happened since has been a 
bit disappointing”  

Consumption and price 

“Rolling tobacco is very 
cheap. It is one of the 
causes of the increase in 
smokers”  

Prevention 

“We need more aggressive 
policies, because tobacco 
addiction is the principal 
problem of public health 
that we have”

HIS VIEW
Tobacco responsible 
for 3,000 deaths in 
Malaga each year  

 
Almost 3,000 people die in 
Malaga province every year as a 
direct result of tobacco con-
sumption. Around half of the 
deaths are caused by cardiovas-
cular illnesses, 40 per cent are 
a result of cancer (primarily of 

the lung, larynx, pharynx and 
bladder) and the remainder are 
caused by respiratory patholo-
gies. Nationally, the figure 
stands at 52,000 a year. 

These statistics were pre-
sented during a workshop enti-
tled ‘Tobacco and Cancer’, or-
ganised by the Malaga branch 
of the Spanish Cancer Associa-
tion (AECC) on Tuesday to 
mark the 20th anniversary of 
its anti-tobacco unit.
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:: ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 

MARBELLA. Marbella council 
has awarded a grant of 114,000 
euros to the Concordia Anti-Aids 
association, which has been work-
ing in the town for 25 years. “This 
grant is so that the association can 
continue with its projects to help 
people affected by this illness and 
carry on with its impressive work,” 
said the mayor, Ángeles Muñoz, 
as she signed the agreement along 
with the president of Concordia, 
Princess Marie Louise of Prussia.  

Over the years, the association 
has given informative talks to over 
45,000 young people as a preven-

tive measure, provided psycho-
logical assistance to 6,000 patients 
and medical help for another 
8,000. The association’s president 
said Concordia is “very happy” to 
receive the grant, because “it is go-
ing to help us a great deal”.  

Just before the agreement was 
signed, a statement was read out 
to mark World Aids Day, which 
was last Sunday, 1 December. It 
called for society to end discrimi-
nation against people who are suf-
fering from the illness. Marbella 
council is supporting the campaign 
this year, and said the grant was 
an expression of that commitment. 

Council awards a 114,000-
euro grant to Aids charity

A statement was read out to mark World Aids Day. :: JOSELE

nomination of Origin. The research-
ers used samples from different 
companies which produce them, 
so they could analyse their probi-
otic properties.  

Heavy metals 
Heavy metals are chemical elements 
that have a certain toxicity for hu-
mans, although some (such as iron 
and zinc, for example) are essen-
tial. EU and Spanish laws regulate 
the maximum amounts permitted 
in foods. The olive fermentation 
process is unusual in being able to 
‘kidnap’ these metals and is due to 
an adaptation mechanism in one of 
the bacteria (Lactobacillus pento-
sus) present in the olives which is 
not found elsewhere. 

ÁLORA. A group of researchers led 
by Jaén University have carried out 
a study which shows that the natu-
ral fermentation process of the 
Aloreña variety of olive develops a 
series of bacteria, already present 
in the fruit, that limits the absorp-
tion of toxic metals during diges-
tion. The study is now in the live 
validation phase, after successfully 
passing laboratory testing.   

The scientists say these organ-
isms act by covering the mucus of 
the intestine, thereby stopping 
molecules of arsenic, cadmium and 
mercury passing through its walls 
and entering the bloodstream.  

“These bacteria act like a sponge 
and soak up those particles, so they 
are less available in the digestive 
system and are eliminated through 
defecation,” says Hikmate Abriouel, 
the head of the research group. Al-
though this quality is not unique, 
these are still exclusive genetic 
mechanisms which are not present 

in other microorganisms.  
The key to the process lies in the 

way the olives are treated, in the 
traditional method using brine. The 
fruit is put into this liquid which 
has a lot of salt dissolved in it, and 
soaked for a period ranging from 
several days to  several months.  

“The bacteria that enable these 
particles to be retained are in the 
olive when it is still on the tree. 
During the fermentation process, 
they proliferate because of their 
ability to grow in an environment 
with low pH and also in the pres-
ence of heavy metals, which they 
can trap,” explains Abriouel.  

The study has focused on the 
Aceituna Aloreña de Malaga, a va-
riety with its own Protected De-

Jaén University 
researchers studied 
the Aloreña type of 
olive to establish this 
health benefit  

:: AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

Bacteria found in olives limit the 
absorption of toxic metals in the body

Hikmate Abriouel and her research team. :: F. D.
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bringing on Mohamed Benkhe-
massa in place of Luis Muñoz, the 
rhythm of the game slowed consid-
erably, with no real goalmouth ac-
tion in the opening stages. 

Malaga gathered momentum, 
however, and began to create some 
decent chances, often looking dan-
gerous on the break. 

Pacheco had another chance, but 
his left-footed effort was inaccu-
rate, while a Sadiku header sent An-
toñín racing through on goal, only 
for an excellent last-ditch challenge 
from Héctor Hernández to deny him 
the chance to score. Neither side ul-
timately found the finishing touch, 
and both will be left rueing oppor-
tunities wasted. 

Despite his side not having tasted 
victory in their last five fixtures, 

Víctor insisted that he was not wor-
ried by the situation. “It was a game 
of two halves. We got lucky in the 
first. We weren’t good enough and 
we’ve got to recognise that. We got 
better in the second half, because 
we started pushing into attacking 
areas and we were more confident 
in our midfield play. There were a 
couple of good chances and we just 
needed to be more ruthless in order 
to take all three points.” 

“We only have one centre forward 
in the squad, which makes it tougher 
to finish our chances. But if you keep 
creating chances, then the wins will 
start coming eventually.” 

The Malaga coach was also keen 
to emphasise the importance of the 
fans: “The supporters are behind us 
no matter what, and that’s funda-

mental to our work. We’re so grate-
ful to have fans like this, and a lot 
of the points we have are due to 
them.” 

Malaga now sit 19th in the table, 
only one point off safety, after 
Oviedo beat Rayo Vallecano to leap-
frog the Andalusians into 18th place. 
Their next fixture is another Friday 
night encounter, when they face 
fellow strugglers Tenerife at 9pm  
tonight, 6 December. 

Other results on 
matchday 18 meant 
that Friday night’s 0-
0 draw in Soria wasn’t 
enough for Malaga to 
escape the drop zone 

:: ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. Malaga have been left 
glancing nervously over their shoul-
der after yet another draw, this time 
at Numancia last Friday night. 

The hosts were dominant in the 
first half, and it was only due to their 
poor finishing that Malaga were still 
in the encounter after ten minutes; 
Nacho spurned two excellent 
chances, and Moha another. 

Malaga’s prospects were looking 
dire, as Numancia frequently by-
passed Keidi Bare in midfield. Things 
went from bad to worse when David 
Lombán was yet again forced off 
with injury with less than 20 min-
utes gone, with Diego González re-
placing the Asturian. 

The hosts were unable to keep up 
the pressure, however, and the Blue 
and Whites eased their way back 
into the encounter, Armando Sa-
diku stinging the goalkeeper’s palms 
with a well-struck left-footed effort 
from distance.  

Dani Pacheco also had a chance, 
and later thought he had scored, 
only for his goal to be ruled out by 
VAR due to a previous offside.  

After the interval, which Malaga 
coach Víctor took advantage of by 

Malaga’s winless run stretches to 
five with draw at Numancia

Malaga’s Dani Pacheco is closed down by Numancia’s Otegui during Friday’s encounter. :: AGENCIA LOF 0-0 
NUMANCIA-MALAGA 

 Numancia:  Dani Barrio; Calero, Carlos Gu-
tiérrez, Escassi, Héctor Hernández, Otegui 
(Kako, 71’), Gus Ledes; Nacho (Zlatanovic, 
68’), Marc Mateu, Moha; Higinio (Guillermo, 
83’). Unused substitutes: Juan Carlos, Álex 
Sola, Derik, Noguera. 

 Malaga:  Munir; Cifu, Luis Hernández, 
Lombán (Diego González, 18’), Mikel,  
Juankar; Dani Pacheco, Keidi, Luis Muñoz 
(Benkhemassa, 58’); Sadiku, Antoñín. Un-
used substitutes: Kellyan, Boulahroud, 
Ramón , Renato. 

 Referee:  Arcediano Monescillo. Yellow 
cards for Escassi, Carlos Gutiérrez and Gus-
tavo Ledes. 

 Ground:  Los Pajaritos (2,962 spectators).

Numancia - Malaga 0-0 
Alcorcón - Huesca 0-2 
Mirandés - Sporting 0-0 
Ponferradina-Albacete 1-1 
Tenerife - Almeria 1-3 
Zaragoza - Girona 3-3 
Fuenlabrada - Cadiz 1-0 
Oviedo - Rayo 2-1 
Elche - Racing 2-0 
Lugo - Deportivo 0-0 
Extremadura-Las Palmas 0-1

Albacete - Extremadura  
Racing - Fuenlabrada  
Alcorcón - Oviedo  
Malaga - Tenerife  
Huesca - Rayo  
Sporting - Ponferradina  
Almeria - Mirandés  
Girona - Lugo  
Deportivo - Zaragoza  
Las Palmas - Numancia  
Cadiz - Elche

Cadiz                         18    12      3      3      27   15    39 

Almeria                    18       8      8      2      28    16    32 

Huesca                      18    10      2      6      23    13    32 

Fuenlabrada           18       9      4      5      23    18    31 

Girona                       18       8      4      6      25    21    28 

Zaragoza                  18       7      6      5      25    21    27 

Elche                         18       7      6      5      24    20    27 

Numancia                18       6      8      4      19    16    26 

Albacete                  18       8      2      8      13    19    26 

Alcorcón                  18       6      7      5      21    20    25 

Las Palmas              18       7      4      7      21    22    25 

Mirandés                  18       6      7      5      22    26    25 

Ponferradina          18       5      9      4      24    21    24 

Rayo                          18       4      9      5      25    24    21 

Lugo                          18       4      9      5      18    23    21 

Sporting                   18       4      7      7      17    19    19 

Tenerife                    18       4      6      8      21    24    18 

Oviedo                      18       4      6      8      22    28    18 

Malaga                    18       3      8      7      14    18    17 

Racing                      18       2   10      6      20    23    16 

Extremadura          18       4      4   10      16    26    16 

Deportivo                18       1      9      8      14    29    12
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Results Match day 19
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Saturday’s victory 
capped off a month in 
which Malaga went 
unbeaten, taking 11 
points from a possible 15 

:: SILVIA RODRÍGUEZ. ADG 

VALENCIA. Malaga Femenino 
picked up three points from their 
visit to Levante B on Saturday, and 
could easily have returned to the 
Costa del Sol with a far better goal 
difference than their 2-1 victory 
gave them. 

Although the visitors were the 
superior team for more or less the 
entire game, it was Levante who 
took the lead, when Ana beat a help-
less Noelia with an effort from the 
edge of the box shortly before the 
20 minute mark. 

Malaga got themselves back into 
the game when Arantxa beat Ángela 
with a well-struck free kick. Just 
two minutes later, the comeback 
was complete, as Adriana fired an-
other wonderful effort past the Va-
lencian side’s keeper. 

Malaga went into break with a 
well-earned lead, and they looked 

to increase their advantage after the 
interval. They were by far the bet-
ter team in the second half, control-
ling possession and creating several 
clear-cut chances. Adriana nearly 
got her second of the game, but hit 
the crossbar, while Edna almost got 
on the scoresheet as well when she 
headed an Encarni cross narrowly 
over the bar with minutes to go. 

Saturday’s was an impressive per-
formance, and the necessary reac-
tion to a draw at Cordoba the pre-

vious matchday where the visitors 
deserved more. 

Malaga now find themselves fifth 
in the Segunda División Femenina 
Sur, level on points with Cordoba 
in sixth place and two behind Vil-
larreal in fourth. 

In their next fixture, they host 
Juan Grande on Saturday. They will 
be hoping they can carry their fine 
November form, which saw them 
undefeated in five games and pick-
ing up 11 from a possible 15 points.

MALAGA-TENERIFE 
TONIGHT 9PM

Arantxa and Adriana fire Femenino to 
deserved victory over Levante B

Ángela dives in an attempt to save Adriana’s effort. :: ADG

LLEVANTE B  1   MALAGA  2

:: ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. After prospective new 
Qatari investors failed to convince 
Malaga’s owner Sheikh Abdullah 
ben Al-Thani to part with his shares 
in the club, Malaga city council, as 
well as the provincial and regional 
government, are backing another 
attempt to get rid of Al-Thani: a 
criminal case by the club’s Associa-
tion of Minority Shareholders. 

Al-Thani’s intransigence has been 
evident for some time, but on Tues-
day, the hotel group BlueBay, who 
are due 49 per cent of the sheikh’s 
initial shares in the club according 
to a recent court ruling, said that 
the owner’s unwillingness to ne-
gotiate meant that the prospective 
Qatari takeover, which would in-
volve BlueBay being bought out as 

well, was no longer viable. The stall-
ing of negotiations ultimately led 
to the current focus on the minor-
ityshareholders’ case. 

This case accuses the sheikh of 
improper management of the club 
and misappropriation of funds. The 
case calls for an injunction against 
Al-Thani, removing him from the 
running of the club, and recom-
mends an emergency judicial ad-
ministration. 

Following a meeting at the city 
hall on Sunday, the local, provin-
cial and regional governments be-
came set on involving themselves 
in the case on the side of the prose-
cution. They intend to name law-
yers soon who will bring evidence 
to bolster the minority sharehold-
ers’ case.

Local administrations set to 
back legal case to oust Al-Thani

Government representatives leave Sunday’s meeting. :: M. FERNÁNDEZ
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A LOOK AT LA LIGA

As a guest on Liverpool FC’s global 
TV station, I was put on the spot 
this week when asked if Lionel 
Messi really deserved to be crowned 
the best player in the world ahead 
of their own giant Virgil van Dijk. 

I referred the host back to an old 
commentary line of mine: “Lionel 
Messi is the best there is, the best 
there has ever been and probably 
the best there ever will be.” 

It could be argued that van Dijk 
was Liverpool’s MVP, the most valu-
able player, as they claimed their 
sixth European title and he rightly 
ran the little Argentinian close.   

In the eyes of Liverpool fans, the 
Dutchman is the boss; but in the 
mind of the rest of the football 

world, Messi is still the marvel. 
It’s significant that by taking the 

title for a sixth time he moved one 
ahead of the great Cristiano Ron-
aldo, making him the record win-
ner of the coveted crown. It’s an 
accomplishment that is never likely 
to be bettered. 

In years to come Messi’s mag-
nificence will go down in folklore 

and we are lucky to be alive with 
HDTV coverage when he is per-
forming his magic week in and 
week out. 

As van Dijk was scoring two goals 
for the runaway Premier League 
leaders, taking them eight points 
clear of the pack, Messi was scor-
ing a sensational solo goal to take 
Barcelona to the top of La Liga on 

goal difference.  He was the differ-
ence against Atlético Madrid who 
have one of the best defences in 
the world. 

That is the difference: van Dijk 
is an integral player in an outstand-
ing team, Messi is the difference 
between Barcelona and potential 
mediocrity. 

Last season Messi recorded 51 

goals in 50 games in all competi-
tions, 36 of them as they won the 
championship.  The argument is 
that he didn’t win the Champions 
League.  In the elite European com-
petition, he weighed in with 12 
goals in nine starts.  His two goals 
were the difference between Barça 
and Manchester United in the quar-
ter-finals and remember he scored 
a brace in the first leg of the semi-
finals against Liverpool before the 
Reds’ legendary comeback. 

I realise the last paragraph is too 
laden with statistics so here is a 
quote: “It was an amazing year, but 
there’s a couple of players like that 
who are a bit unnatural. I was close, 
but there was just someone a little 
bit better.” 

That’s from van Dijk who came 
close to taking the best player award.  

How did my assertion go down 
with the rest of the LFCTV panel 
I hear you ask?  Well, one was the 
club’s in-house commentator and 
the other was the editor of the fan-
zine so they thought Divock Origi 
was a ahead of Messi. 

For me, the Liverpool centre-
half is the best defender there is, 
probably ever has been and maybe 
ever will be… but Messi is still the 
best footballer. 

Let’s savour him while we can.

Virgil van Dijk is a 
phenomenal defender, 
but there was only 
ever to be one winner 
of the Ballon d’Or: 
Lionel Messi

The best there’s ever been

ROB PALMER

Lionel Messi poses with his six Ballon D’or trophies in Paris on Monday. :: REUTERS

Commentator, Sky Sports 
@robbopalmer

:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. After suffering their 
first defeat of the season last week-
end, Marbella responded well  by beat-
ing a stubborn Sevilla B side on Sun-
day. The Costa del Sol outfit knew the 
pressure was on after their rivals Ye-
clano had won, and Badajoz, who 
were the side to end their unbeaten 
run last weekend, had gone ahead as 
well in a game that they would ulti-
mately go on to win. 

Marbella’s determination and be-
lief showed, and they went ahead 
with just over 10 minutes gone, when 

the prolific Óscar redirected a header 
from a corner with a clever backheeled 
finish. 

The visitors nearly put themselves 
level a matter of minutes later, when 
Juanlu went clean through after a de-
fensive mixup, but couldn’t find the 
finish.  

Sevilla paid for their wastefulness 
shortly after, when Mustafá’s pres-
sure gave Óscar the chance to fire 
home from just outside the box with 
the keeper well off his line. 

As the hosts began to sit back in 
the second half, Sevilla grew in stat-
ure, and ramped up the pressure on 
Marbella. Wilfred managed to keep 

out efforts from Berrocal and Javi Pé-
rez, but Pedro Ortiz’s smart finish 
from the edge of the box with five 
minutes to go led to a nervy ending.  

Ultimately, though, David Cu-

billo’s side were able to hold on and 
pick up an important three points. 
The victory leaves them in third 
place, level on points with San Fer-
nando in second.

Marbella bounce back from 
first  league defeat with 
deserved victory over Sevilla B

Álex Bernal and Diego José in action. :: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ

MMARBELLA  2   SEVILLA B  1
:: IGNACIO TYLKO 

MADRID. The draw for the 2020 
European Championships Final 
on Saturday was favourable for 
Spain as they missed out on any 
of the big guns in the group stage. 

La Roja, with the returning 
Luis Enrique as coach, will take 
on Sweden, Poland and a team 
which are yet to qualify through 
the play-offs. 

The tournament will get un-
der way in Rome on 12 June with 
a clash between Italy and Turkey, 
concluding at Wembley (Lon-
don) exactly a month later.

Spain get a 
favourable draw 
for the European 
Championships
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Marbella’s Azahara  
Muñoz secured fourth 
place in the event 
held last weekend at 
Aloha Golf 

:: ALEJANDRO DÍAZ 

MALAGA. Dutch golfer Anne Van 
Dam left it late but ultimately 
came out on top in this year’s Open 
de España, hosted by Aloha Golf 
in Marbella, winning on Sunday 
in a tournament in which the Ma-
laga-born Azahara Muñoz came 
fourth. 

Van Dam won the tournament 
last year but looked like she may 
well have scuppered her chances 
of repeating her victory coming 
into the last day of the Open after 
an 18th hole to forget the day be-
fore. This had left the Dane Nanna 
Madsen and the Swede Julia Eng-
strom three clear of Van Dam. 

It was the Indian Aditi Ashok 
who burst into action first on Sun-
day, leapfrogging Madsen with 
three birdies between the second 
and fourth holes, while Madsen, 
who had led going into the penul-
timate day of the tournament and 
throughout much of Saturday, hit 

a double bogey on the third 
hole. 

Madsen fought back, how-
ever, with a birdie on the sev-
enth hole and a spectacular 
eagle on the ninth, which 
boosted her back into top spot.  

Van Dam did everything she 
could to keep up with the Dane, 
but Madsen still had an advantage 
of two over her rival going into the 

last nine holes. 
She blew her lead, however, 

with an unexpected double bogey 
on the 13th hole. This meant she 
was level with Van Dam going into 

the 18th, where the Dutch-
woman finally secured victory. 

Azahara Muñoz finished in 
fourth place, making her the 
highest-ranked Spaniard at 
this tournament. She man-
aged to finish every day be-
low the par, but this was not 
enough for her to emerge vic-

torious in a tournament 
which she has won twice be-

fore, in 2016 and 2017. Nuria 
Iturrioz finished in 10th place on 

-6, while Beatriz Recari and Luna 
Sobrón both finished in 20th place.

Dutch golfer Anne Van Dam wins Open 
de España for second year running

Last day 
1. Anne Van Dam (HOL)          -13 

2. Aditi Ashok (IND)             -12 

+. Nanna Koerstz Madsen (DEN)    -12 

4. Azahara Muñoz (SPA)          -10 

+. Olivia Cowan (GER)            -9 

+. Julia Engstrom (SWE)           -9 

7. Cheyenne Woods (USA)         -8 

+. Christina Kim (USA)            -8 

+. Marianne Skarpnord (NOR)      -8 

10. Nuria Iturrioz (SPA)           -6

FINAL RESULTS
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Van Dam with the trophy. :: EFE

Azahara Muñoz on the last day 
of the tournament. :: EFE

:: JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. Local tennis prod-
igy Alejandro Davidovich, cur-
rently 87th in the ATP rankings, 
will play in his hometown in next 
year’s ATP Challenger Marbella. 

2020 will be the third year 
running that the town’s Puente 
Romano Tennis Club hosts an 
ATP Challenger tournament. It 
will be played between 30 
March and 5 April, with 48 play-
ers competing. 

The tournament’s organisers 
are hoping to attract between 
five and 10 top 100 players, one 
of these being the aforemen-
tioned Davidovich. 

“I’m really excited to play in 
front of my family and friends 
-that’ll be really great extra mo-
tivation,” the 20-year-old said.

Davidovich to 
feature in ATP 
Challenger 
Marbella

Wednesday’s launch. :: J. R.
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Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

and  5 pm to 7 pm 

  

 

Tels.: 

952 649 692  
952 649 669 
 
Fax: 

952 611 256 
 

Advertising administrator: 

Teresa Canales 

 

 

SUR offices: 

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2, 

2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 

Benavente, 1, 2ª planta. Mon-

day to Thursday: 9 am to 7 pm. 

Friday: 9 am to 2.30 pm. Tel. 

952 580 142 – 605 022 121  

Web: 

www.surinenglishads.com 

Mijas: Centro Comercial Carre-

four. Avda. Los Lirios s/n  Mon-

day & Tuesday: 10-14h. & 16-

18h. Wednesday, Thursday & 

Friday: 9.30h.-14.30h. Tel.  

952 580 726 – 670 643 488 

Coín:  Monday to Friday  10 am 

to 6 pm.  Mobile 600 513 343 

Estepona:  Puerto deportivo de 

Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-

trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-

659 344 816. Monday to Friday  

9 am to 3 pm. 

 

Representative offices: 
 

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588 

Web: 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

 

How much does  

an advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon 

 

 

NNOTICE TO READERS 

 

 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Axarquía 

Estepona 

SEMI DETACHED House Frontline 
Golf Estepona, 4Bed + 4Bath, pri-
vate garden, 2 terraces, fireplace, 
partial sea view, community pool, 
parking space, 325sqm living space, 
plot 420sqm, built in 2006, price: 
295.000 euros - info@realdeal-
estates.org 611347914 

COZY Mediterranean villa with sea 
views El Paraiso 4SZ + 4 bathrooms, 
fireplace, carport 2 cars, 383sqm 
living area, 1952 sqm plot, built in 
1970, needs renovation Price: 
690,000 euros - info@realdeal-
estates.org 611347914 

EL PARAISO Mediterranean villa 
with sea views, 4 Bed, 5 Bath, ga-
rage 2 cars, living area 438sqm, 
pool, plot 1.195 sqm, fireplace, un-
derfloor heating, built: 2001, price: 
1.390.000 euros - info@realdeal-
estates.org -611347914 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel. 952491609 /667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers.Tel. 952491609/ 
667067269 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

LA TRINIDAD (Golden Mile) 
www.latrinidadsales.co.uk Special-
ist. 672511088 

OPPORTUNITY Villa Nueva Anda-
lucia, 575.000 euros in need of some 
work, 3 bedrooms, pool, 800 m2 
plot, near Los Naranjos golf. www.vil-
lamarketing.com ref.VM11485 Tel. 
952810695  

Torremolinos 

Other areas 

BUILDING Plot on urbanization 
for sale in La Zubia. 10 mins. Gra-
nada, 20 mins. Sierra Nevada. 
85,000 eur. or will swop cash ei-
ther way for car/ Boat/ apartment 
or what have you all offers con-
sidered. 662561773/ 952590297 

WE HAVE a large selection of prop-
erties for sale, view our website 
www.arisinmobiliaria.com Phone 
Julia 629487762 or Esme 
678457784 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Estepona 

ESTEPONA Golf: 2kms. Finca 
27.000m2 with two bungalows 
(86m2 & 46m2) with separate en-
trances, needing partial renovation. 
One with two bedrooms, bathroom, 
sit-room, dining room and kitchen. 
Other with bedroom, bathroom and 
open plan kitchen/ sitting room. Ter-
races. Water (well) and electricity. 
4 stables. Completely fenced. Ideal 
for horses & animals. Minimum 1 
year. 1000 Euros/ month. Contact 
696028733 

1 bedground floor apartment in Ma-
rina Bay, Estepona 700 a month in-
cluding garage, tel. 
00447521221446 

Fuengirola 

LOS BOLICHES 1 bed Luxurious 
apartment 696580044 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN, countryhouse, 2 bedrooms, 
patio, pool,. 490 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN, townhouse, 3 bedrooms, 
patio, roofterrace, 550 
euros/month.679111522 

COIN large penthouse, 2 bedrooms, 
terraces, views, 590 euros/month. 
679111522 

ALHAURIN Torre, El Grande, Tor-
remolinos, Coin. Various prices. 
Phone Julia / Esme 629487762, 
678457784 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

MARBELLA Banús, Luxury 1,2 & 3 
bedroom apartments by Marina. Ja-
cuzzi. Private garden. Pools, garage. 
Long or short term.bravoelezo-
vic@gmail.com 34637439222 

Other areas 

SIERRA Nevada: Rent apartment 
next to ski lifts, with pool. 
647906173 catalinamt@ba-
camt.com 
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SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/ Estepona. 678791495/ 
951295699 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX pool heat pumps. World 
leaders (www.calorex.com). 8x4 
pool 4,499 Euros, fully inclusive. 
Acair (www.acair.com). Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287/ 
654762993 

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according 
your needs. Also, we can turn your 
antic pool in to a new pool design. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
+34610502623 

Garden 

GARDENING services from 120E 
monthly. Weekly visits. Irrigation 
systems. Ricardo 637160129 
www.ricardogardens.es 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also 
planning/maintenance. Special 
offer for communities. 
610502623. www.dreamgarden.es 

29 EUROS/) week. Garden main-
tenance and more. www.gar-
denexpert.es. 634084683 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/ palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Kit Hogg 600260534/ Penny 
Hogg 686888409. www.spain-
tree.com  

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie: 
679646185 

CONCRETE- OZBUILD The spe-
cialist imprinted concrete. Re-
seals, brickwork, tiling, plaster-
ing, screeding. 15 years 
coast/campo. Competitive prices, 
quality finish. 952426074/ 
606745920 www.ozbuild-
spain.com  

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & Construction. 
Mini digger hire, 35 years experi-
ence, building projects. 678450051. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 

ELECTRICIAN, plumbing, con-
struction, painting. Innovation 
Sotogrande/Marbella, 648712530. 
ROT för svenskar 

REPAIRS remodeling, bathroom, 
kitchen, painting, carpentry, speak 
English, Swedish, Spanish, Persian, 
visit FB.me/inMarbellaSpain, email: 
cyruskaramjani@yahoo.com, Tel. 
619930738 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com 

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Kitchen + Bath-
rooms. Specialists. Established 
2005. 634315264/ 652640871 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

Plumbers 

AGUA-THERM Plumbing Services: 
Fully Qualified UK Plumber, all works 
undertaken. 24 call out. 604107489 

PLUMBER: All plumbing work un-
dertaken, fully qualified. 625702772  

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

JUST Leaks: Leaks detection serv-
ices. Latest state of the art equip-
ment. 625702772 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051 

QUALIFIED UK electrician. LED light-
ing, fault finding, fuse board up-
grade, extra sockets, survey & re-
wires. Norman. 602614359 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English, pro-
fessional painters & decorators. All 
aspects of interior & exterior work. 
Also kitchen/furniture spraying. 
Call/WhatsApp: Daniel 628066308. 
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

PAPER hanging: paper + fabrics + 
mural.Call Tim on 695875118  

FULLY qualified decorator, all as-
pects covered with over 25 years 
experience. Friendly/ efficient 
service. References available. All 
areas covered, Marbella to Gra-
nada. Contact Mark 653080455/ 
952034078. Facebook: m.wright 

PAINTER Interior/ exterior. 30 years 
experience. Reasonable prices. 
635913885/ 952917930 

MIJAS Painter & Decorator, 30 years 
exp, Dec /Jan discounts. Andy 
711009346. mijaspainterdecora-
tor.com 

Tiling 

QUALITY Tiling, bathrooms, kitch-

ens, terraces. 20 years on Coast. 

722378582 Vern 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain- tech So-
lutions 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted  

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to Washing Machines, Dish-
washers, Ovens, Fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34673344212. English 
Service Technician. 38 years expe-
rience  

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CARPETS, Sofas and mattresses 
cleaned. Reliable fast service. Fam-
ily-run. Cleansol. 952930861-
607610578. 10am-10pm, 7 days. 
All areas. www.cleansol.es 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

2.50 P/M2 Why pay more? We (clean, 
crystallize, seal, polish). Also repair, 
grinding, laying, selling marble. 
Clean, seal terraces, 25 years expe-
rience. Cover all Costa. Tel: 
0034671244683 

TERRACOTA cleaned and sealed. 
Wooden floors treated. No job too 
small. Family-run. Cleansol. 10am-
10pm. 7 days. 952930861-
607610578. www.cleansol.es 

MARBLE floors polished. Fast serv-
ice. Reliable family-run. Cleansol. 
952930861-607610578. 10am-
10pm, 7 days. All areas. www.clean-
sol.es 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-

tic jointing, strips between the glass 

curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

VENTANAS Ventanas Arcoplan No 
1 in UPVC windows and glass cur-
tains.info@arcoplan.net 
Tel.:952667559 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. 
Highest quality UPVC windows, 
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass 
replacement fully guaranteed. 
Trade/ public. Showroom. 
952667761/ 680828000 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24 hour callout. Free 
security surveys. English speak-
ing. 636770865, 952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com 

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 653456091 

SOL SISTEMAS Solar Energy: Hot 
water. Central heating. Swimming 
pool heating. 618622272 www.sol-
sistemas.es 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959  

BEST service engineer. 
www.acair,com Established 1986. 
Fujitsu inverter 999 Euros fully 
inclusive. 952486287/ 654762993 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

AIR-CONDITIONING by Cool and 
Cosy. The family company that 
cares. Installation and repairs. 
Quality machines. EcoSense 
movement sensors supplied and 
fitted from 100 Euros. For other 
energy-saving products visit 
www.coolandcosy.es. 952935513. 
We are Junta de Andalucía author-
ised installers as the new law 
states (Real Decreto 115/2017). 
On the Costa del Sol since 1993 

Cleaning Services 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27 years experi-
ence, wet or dry clean. Honest, 
reliable service. 
678808837/952669701 or email 
acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

OVEN cleaning domestic commer-
cial professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional, Reliable. Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136  

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/ foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com  
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Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Siding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Call Nick 
647072861, www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

TRANSPORT Malaga to Estepona, 
Estepona to Malaga 696580044 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE! www.yarzalawyers.com 
0034.619.930.052 

Accountants 

COMPANY formation, business start-
up, tax and social security, resident 
and non-resident taxes, UK and span-
ish taxation, spanish residency and 
passport, holiday property licening, 
spanish driving licence, translations 
and interpreting. Malcolm Green-
wood. 699780389 

CONSULTANCY We offer profes-
sional bookkeeping, corporate and 
personal taxes, registering of busi-
nesses and autonomos, representa-
tion upon treasury and Social Secu-
rity offices, labour obligations: Con-
tracts for Employees and domestic 
workers, payrolls, Social Security 
contribution , etc. info@afisa.com.es 

Translators 

OFFICIAL Translations. All languages 
952789204 mobile 654613094 
Sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID YOUR PAYSLIPS/ P60 OR 
OTHER PAPERWORK? RECOVERY 
DOCUMENT SERVICE AVAILABLE, 
FAST CONFIDENTIAL, RELIABLE. 
TEL 617910147 alan1l@ya-
hoo.co.uk  

Insurance 

Loans 

BORROW Cash on your house. Any 
property. Any amount. No monthly 
payments. No credit checks. Pay 
back ONLY when you sell. 
617333777 express4finance@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

LOAN from 5,000 to 500,000 for 
personal, business, investment, pro-
ject. Secured and unsecured loan. 
5% interest yearly and loan terms 
from 1 to 5 years duration. Tel. 
919010914 E-mail: sendcredit-
info@consultant.com 

Investments 

INVESTOR wanted for UK CCTV 
company startup up to 120K pounds 
required. 622888340, 
00447470941888 

Business 
Opportunities 

TORREMOLINOS: Bar/ cafeteria 
with large caves. Freehold 90,000 
Euros ONO. Call John 672556755 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

CHRISTMAS and New Year Cater-
ing services - private parties, finger 
food/ canapes, gala dinners, corpo-
rate catering, entertainment and 
decoration. Call Fiestasol on 657 
214 831 or info@fiestasol.com 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 
MAN & VAN 20 Euros an hour. Re-
movals big/ small. House clearances/ 
rubbish. Paul 622020856 

WWW.SPAINUKSPAIN.COM Vehi-
cle leaving Spain 9th-19th-29th, 
returning 10th-20th-30th.Prices 
from 90 pounds per m3. Cars 600. 
Bikes 325. Dogs 395. Cats 295 in-
cluding vet checks/ travel with your 
pets. Various vehicles cater for your 
needs. 952596213, 665150227 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Selfstorage 
Marbella 952811311 

15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN 
FOR UK DEC 13TH. SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE BOTH WAYS. 639928090. 
LOCAL REMOVALS TOO!! 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/ hour. Al-
ways on time. 651081610 

SPAIN/ UK, UK/ SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655  

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 952816582/ 
603860702 move@freinterna-
tional.com 

MOVING LOCALLY? Call 
952426463/ 660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal. British Removal 
Company  

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/ Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Unrivalled 
range of good quality packing ma-
terials for sale: removal boxes, bub-
ble wrap, paper and tape. Tel. 
952470707 www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Trading 
on the coast since 1978. Spanish 
limited company. Over 300 storage 
containers for household goods and 
personal effects. 24hrs security and 
video surveillance. Tel. 952470707 
www.southern.es 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING, 
door2door service. British Re-
moval Company SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Removals 
along the Costa del Sol, throughout 
Spain and Worldwide. Air freight 
and Overseas shipping. Tel. 
952470707 www.southern.es 

MAN & Van competitive rates! Re-
movals, storage. House clearance, 
furniture wanted. Jason 608365520 

STORAGE from 10 euros a month. 
Secure, clean and dry. Fully insured. 
Collection and packaging. Jason 
608365520 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

BUY vinyl records, record player, 
CD¿s and Radios. 651187549 

BUY Fur Coats and Jackets hand-
bags, designer bags, oriental and 
Persian carpets, jewellery and 
watches, all kinds of  silver silver 
plated 90/100/800, cutlery, tin, 
amber, coral, coins, medals, porce-
lain,  radio, usical instruments. Mili-
tary items until 1945, photos, med-
als etc., fair price in cash. Phone 
651187549 

ORNAMENTS & general bric-a-
brac wanted. Good prices paid. 
661402134 

Others 

FOR SALE Mobility Scooter (3 
wheeler) for elderly or disabled per-
son: Luxury Electric Scooter: Little 
Usage, capacity 135 kg, Autonomy 
16 km. +34648255552 1,200 (new 
4200 $US). 648255552 

MOTORS 
Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673  

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/ 
606647597 

ALL CARS/ Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. Cash. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargo UK 
or Spanish.. 685524921 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/ lost 
papers. Problems solved. Call 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free collec-

tion same day. 685524921 

SIMPLY The Best. Top prices paid 

for any second-hand cars. Jeff 

639416333 

CAR-ISMAS GIFT... GRAND PUNTO 
1.4, 2006. 5 DOOR, ITV TILL 
AUGUST 2020. AIRCONDITION, 
ELECTRIC LOCKING, SKY BLUE. 
ONLY 125,000KMS/ APPROX 
75,000MILES. BE QUICK.... 2,995 
EUROS. SEE PHOTO www.robert-
soncars-spain.com PHONE 
952832173/ WHATSAPP 
608658785 

CAR-ISMAS GIFT.. 7 SEATER OPEL 
ZAFIRA 2010. GREAT PEOPLE 
CARRIER, ROOM FOR GOLF CLUBS 
AND LUGGAGE, DOG GRILL, AIR-
CONDITION, CD PLAYER. ONLY 
94,000KMS/ APPROX 
65,000MILES WITH HISTORY.. 
WAS...6,995 EUROS NOW 5,995 
EUROS. SEE PHOTO www.robert-
soncars-spain.com PHONE 
952832173/ WHATSAPP 
608658785 

CAR-ISMAS GIFT.... 4x4 AUTO-
MATIC/ DIESEL HONDA CR-V 2.2, 
2014 MODEL. ONLY 52,000KMS 
(APPROX 32,000MILES). GLASS 
ROOF, METALLIC MINK WITH 
BEIGE LEATHER, REVERSE CAM-
ERA AND PARKING SENSORS. 
STOP/ START ECONOMY. MOST 
IMPORTANT FULL STAMPED 
HONDA SERVICE HISTORY, LAST 
SERVICE OCTOBER 2019. EVERY-
THING YOU WANT HAPPPY 
HONDA.. 16,995 EUROS. SEE 
PHOTO www.robertsoncars-
spain.com PHONE 952832173/ 
WHATSAPP 608658785 

PHONE me first or last! I pay more. 

Cars, vans, caravans. UK or Span-

ish. 660366033 

STUNNING champagne gold S type 

Jaguar 3 litres,  beige leather inte-

rior. Only 47,700 km, 2003 looks 

new, annually serviced at Salamanca. 

One family owned. 6,500 euros. Tel: 

0044 7715527977 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 
952796166/ 615834322. 
info@transmatic.es www.trans-
matic.es  

ITV PROBLEMS? or do not have time 
to do it yorself ? we take care of eve-
rything gjdautobody sl torremoli-
nos we speak english 605 881630 
Juan 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying & registering to save 
tax. More info www.meexpress.net 
952490028 
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CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 

SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury 
boat charters. Boat sales. 
Tel/Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

WANTED JetSki's, Boats, Quads..etc 
working or not. Telf. 609521166. 
jetski@jetcenterspain.com 

PUERTO Banús 8m mooring for 
rental Telephone 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

JOBFINDER Spain can help you hire 
and keep quality staff quickly and 
cost effectively. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com  

JOBFINDER Spain can help you find 
your ideal job. Call 951400234 
www.jobfinderspain.com 

dpi Real Estate is expanding its sales 
team, if you are a hungry sales pro-
fessional and command a high in-
come please contact us Now! With 
offices in La Cala and Estepona come 
and join a leading real estate agent 
that has a massive amount of qual-
ity clients. Please send your CV to 
info@directpropertyinvest-
ments.com or call Estepona on 
952806609 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES: We are 
looking for experienced freelance 
Sales Reps. Tel. 952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.net/ Web: www.lo-
calsoft.com  

MECHANIC required for workshop 
specialised in classic British cars. 
Must have good knowledge and ex-
perience. Applicant should have posi-
tive attitude and confidence restor-
ing and maintaining classics such as 
Minis, Mokes, MGs and Triumphs. 
We are based in Estepona since 1986. 
Send C V to: ventas@themini-
world.com 

500 - 3,000 Euros per month (you 
choose the amount) part time, home 
based. Call Phil Cony on 643781651 
for details 

RECEPTIONIST TI and social me-
dia proficient, English+Spanish flu-
ent, requested for leading Dental 
Clinic in Marbella. CV to: info@den-
talmarbella.com 

ROCCABOX Property Group S. L.  
are looking for enthusiastic sales 
staff to join our team in Nueva An-
dalucia. Experience and language 
skills preferable. Please contact Dan 
on +34 663 911 447 or enquir-
ies@roccabox.com  

DO YOU need additional income? 
Are you a qualified teacher, or do 
you have a nUiversity degree? Could 
you provide a single room, 3 meals 
per day and teach English to a for-
eign student in your own home in 
the Marbella region? Rates from 330 
Euros per student per week. Please 
reply to: José Diaz Oliva aceitu-
na1957@yahoo.es or 655843737 

EARN 75 Euros/ 400 Euros weekly. 
Flexible work from home. Top Euro-
pean Company. Many benefits. Ap-
ply to equipovolare2016@mail.com 

FEMALE PR wanted: Central Fuen-
girola. Wednesday to Friday after-
noons/ evenings. Very good pay for 
the right person. 616065238 

LOOKING for qualified English 
teachers for Fuengirola and Málaga. 
Send resumes to: lynnesacade-
mycv@gmail.com 

PUBLISHING CO. & MEDIA 
AGENCY SEEKING: YOUNG, EN-
THUSIASTIC WITH SOCIAL ME-
DIA EXPERIENCE INDIVIDUAL.EX-
CELLENT WRITTEN ENGLISH AND 
OWN CAR A MUST GOOD WRIT-
ING SKILLS. FULL TIME JOB SEND 
CVs TO: anotherjedi@gmail.com 

VIDEOGAME TESTERS: Make 
money testing videogames (all lan-
guages). Tel. 952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.net / Web: www.lo-
calsoftgames.com 

dpi Real Estate is looking for Span-
ish, English, Norwegian, Dutch, 
French and Swedish speaking sales 
professionals to look after our mas-
sive amounts of quality clients from 
all over Europe. Call 952806609 

WE HAVE 3 Full-time positions (40 
hrs per week) in an early years set-
ting that caters for children from 6 
months up 12 years of age. Must 
have a minimum of the equivalent 
of a QQI level 5. One year¿s experi-
ence in an early years setting desir-
able but not essential. Salary is de-
pending on experience and qualifi-
cations. All mandatory training pro-
vided and paid for by the company. 
An additional days holiday is included 
in Salary and a Christmas bonus. 
Contact Jennifer on generalman-
ager@happysteps.ie for details 

PROFESSIONAL Cook Vegetarian 
meals for small groups in Clinic/ Re-
treat in Torremolinos. Send C V to 
PlanetBudwig@gmail.com 

Situations Wanted 

BUILDER/ Handyman seeks work. 
Malaga/ Marbella. Own tools, van. 
My work on Facebook: Pavlo Handy-
man. 622336727  

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

GENTLEMAN WLTM another who 
is dominant and has a private se-
cluded residence where time can be 
spent in discovering sensitivities & 
needs, however outre they may prove 
to be! can travel. outrefun1@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

Clairvoyants 

FENG Shui good energy in your prop-
erty & life. Visit between Sotogrande 
& San Pedro. 1/ 3 of my fee goes to 
Charity . Gerry 952891080 
www.gerryarkquest.net 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

TIRED of meaningless massages. 
Try us!! You won't regret it! Avda. 
Alay, local 3-4, Benalmadena Costa 
688553000 

BRITISH male: Massage therapist, 
fully qualified in Indian head mas-
sage and full body massage. Benal-
madena Costa 602691975 

FUENGIROLA: Hawaiian, Lomi-
Lomi fully body relaxing massage. 
Visits. 600231544 

TENSED muscles, anxiety? Relieve 
with therapeutic massage by quali-
fied Japanese masseuse. 692384555 
Fuengirola 

MASSAGE female specialist 
Benalmádena. Full package ensures 
absolute satisfaction. Reduced rates: 
over 65. 622231133 

SABRINA from NY City offers body 
massage done on a professional mas-
sage table, heated room. Golfers 
deep tissue massage. Benalmadena 
Costa by windmill roundabout. 
691533101 

NEW PROFESSIONAL Chiromas-
seuse. Marbella center. Exclusive 
offer. Therapies in general. Thera-
peutic, Sports, Holistic, Califor-
nian, Swedish massages. Tradi-
tional Hindu massage. 634775180  

CLASSIC & traditional Thai mas-
sage in Torremolinos. Qualified 
and experienced masseur. Cesar 
680709365 

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmádena Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289 

SABRINA from NY City offers body 
massage done on a professional mas-
sage table, heated room. Golfers 
deep tissue massage. Benalmadena 
Costa by windmill roundabout. 
691533101 

PROFESSIONAL Japanese woman: 
Groin shaving & massage. Los Boli-
ches. 610396186 

PROFESSIONAL massage. Full 
body relaxing male/ female. 
677389506 Fuengirola 

MARBELLA Massage professional, 
therapeutic, relieving, full body. Ex-
perience. Mary. 622905092 

Therapists 
ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. weekly, in-
tensive or online. 951311216. 
www.naturaclass.net 

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-
selling & Psychosexual therapy 
COSRT & BACP Accredited. Indi-
viduals&Couples www.sexthera-
pymsrbella.es Richard 
+447813944146 

Others 
SILDENAFIL  (Viagra) & Tadalafil 
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack of 10. email 
getman3b53@gmail.com 

MALE/FEMALE Viagra, kamagra 
jellys , cialis, delivered or mail or-
der viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 
TV REPAIRS, Plasmas, LCDS, digi-
boxes, video, hi-fi, microwaves. Free 
estimates. Can collect. 35 years ex-
perience. John 952491723 / 
600706201  

BBC SYTEM from 150 euros . IPTV 
SKY TV and all europeens channels 
from 100 euros wide range of ac-
tives pasives speakers and audio am-
plifiers at very low prices . Smart 
TVS 49 from 380 euros . More in-
formation 670443838 962443838 
Since 1973 . Jose Sotto email jose-
sottoamselem77@gmail.com  

MUSIC 
VERY BEAUTIFUL LIVE CELLO MU-
SIC. Youtube: Gorka Onraita-Love 
and cello. Whatsapp +34-
677115150 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Computers & Lap-
tops upgraded and repaired. Laptop 
sales, New and Refurbished. Also 
one-to-one training. Experienced, 
reliable service, Paul, 
630652338/952493859 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? New and Used PC's and Lap-
tops. 15 years helping people. 
info@soltecspain.com Call Neil: 
662379899 

CLASSES 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method: Simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents 617879834 

DRIVERS licence in English. Dis-
count with this advert. Autoescu-
ela Urbano. C/Maestro Angeles As-
piazu, Fuengirola. Manual or auto-
matic. 687070256 

SPANISH for foreigners. Conversa-
tion lessons. All levels.  San Pedro. 
www.bilinguamarbella.com. 952 
784 868 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

SHIH TZU Two gorgeous gold and 
white puppy boys from show breeder. 
Health guaranteed. Available for 
Christmas or can hold until after the 
Holidays. Candice: 619306462 or 
andalucandy@gmail.com 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel 952112021/ 606838983 or la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG, Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947 -679786669  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/ 630197435. 
www.catanddogworld.com 

KENNELS and Cattery Estepona. 
Tel: 609128147 www.stefaniesken-
nels.com 

GOLF 

FAMILY Golfshare (parents and chil-
dren) for sale. Nueva Andalucía, Mar-
bella. Well maintained and atrac-
tive 3x9 holes course. Tel. 
00499880439 

FOR SALE family golf share La 
Quinta. Everything paid until end of 
2019. 6.000 euros. +31634857363 

GOLF with firstclass pro at 5* Golf 
Resort for unbelievable price. 
609514560 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Mae West 2. Bette Davis      
3. Jean Harlow 4. Greta Garbo

Which 1930’s sex symbol starred 
in ‘Dinner at Eight’?

1. Lassie 2. Rin Tin Tin                      
3. Toto 4. Hooch

Greta Garbo and Jean Harlow 
both owned a puppy sired by 
which famous film dog?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11386

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21 - February 19 

After a tricky invitation arrives you need 

to discreetly find out what is going on. 

A clue could be in the other people 

invited.     

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Do you feel like breaking free and 

having a very quiet holiday? Remember, 

though, that some things are very 

unpredictable.       

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

There are chances to make great strides 

in your working life. Just be sure that 

you do not have to stretch finances too 

far!    

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Being in an atmosphere where you can 

be yourself and not worry about 

impressing anyone is what you should 

aim for. If you find this, it is lucky 

indeed.     

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Being in a partnership brings security 

and inspiration. When it comes to 

agreements, pick the right time and 

place.         

 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

At this time of year it is even more 

important to keep the work/home 

balance right. Maybe involving 

someone close could even give you a 

new perspective.     

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

As much as you like to socialise, let 

others take on some of the work. Doing 

this also frees your mind to get any 

business matters tied up before the 

holiday.        

 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Find the time to listen carefully to 

some ideas from a friend. You may pick 

and choose your path ahead. However, 

be aware that you should avoid making 

rash promises.           

 

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Expect your friends to be lukewarm 

about your choices. You do know what 

you want and need, so make it clear.  

Avoid always letting others get their 

own way.         

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Some chances of success need chasing 

rather than letting them come to you. 

Being a time of year when others are 

busy, make it your job to be helpful.        

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Find time to look for bargain presents 

midweek when there is the chance to 

get to grips with finances. Don’t hurry 

your choices. Keep on with a good diet 

and at least some exercise.   

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Someone who’s attitude seems rather 

lax could just be confused. What has 

been happening to them recently? Find 

out. Show that you are genuinely 

interested.  

2 9 1 4 3

1 7

3 5 9 4

4 9 2 3

8 5

8 7 1

1 6 3

7 2

8 2 6 4 1

 Across  Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruisers  

Submarines

Destroyers

Please note: Due to a printing error last week’s Seven Differences puzzle 
was incomplete. We apologise for any inconvenience caused.
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Across Down

WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer: Jean Harlow 
Of interest: Dinner at Eight is a 
1933 American comedy-drama film 
which starredJean Harlow. She was 
only on the screen from 1928 to 
1937, before her death at the age of 
26, but she became one of the 
biggest movie stars in the world.   
 Answer: Rin Tin Tin. 
Of interest: Known affectionately 
as Rinty by his co-stars, Rin Tin Tin 
was a German Shepherd who 
featured in a series of films in 1923. 
In 1929 he was nominated for an 
Oscar for Best Actor but was pulled 
from the competition when it 
became apparent that he would 
win.

Cryptic Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is M.  
Cambodia, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, all South East Asian 
countries.

Dolphins leaping from a fountain

Language Crossword

MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

Ship                                  Date                    From              Next port              Docks              Sails 

Costa Mágica              10/12                      -                   Tenerife               08.00            18.00 

Viking Sky                   13/12             Cartagena             Cadiz                  08.00            20.00 

Arcadia                         14/12                  Cadiz             Cartagena              07.30            18.00 

Mein Schiff 4              18/12              Gibraltar            Valencia               07.00            23.00 

Amera                           23/12                      -                          -                      08.00            20.00 

Aidamar                       24/12                      -                          -                      10.00            19.30 

 

Last week:  
Benahavís 

This pretty roundabout is found at the 
junction of Avenida Andalucía, Avenida 
Fiscal Luis Portero García and the A-
7175 in Benahavís.
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:: JENNIE RHODES 

ALCAUCÍN. On a Friday afternoon 
in late November and tucked away 
in a church hall at Puente Don 
Manuel in the Axarquía, I found a 
group of ten volunteers putting to-
gether bags of Barbie and baby dolls 
with assorted clothing and accesso-
ries. Surrounded by toys, and of 
course cups of tea, they really did 
look like helpers in Santa’s grotto. 

The volunteers form part of the 
Axarquía Supporters of Los Ángeles 
Malagueños de la Noche. The project 
was the brainchild of Axarquía resi-
dent Janet Hassall who, together with 
her team, spends all year collecting 
and making gifts to give the children 
whose families rely on the food given 
out by the Malaga-based charity. They 
have been running the group project 
for four years and now donate about 
150 dolls to the charity.  

“It came from the idea of no child 
without a toy. I went to see what 
you could actually buy a child with 
say five euros and the answer was, 
very little, especially for girls,” ex-
plained Janet. 

The initiative has grown over the 
years and volunteers as well as their 
families and friends send dolls, 
clothes and accessories that they find 

in charity shops in Spain and the UK, 
or donate ones that their own chil-
dren or grandchildren no longer play 
with. Many even knit, sew or cro-
chet doll’s clothes.  

That Friday the team were busy 
putting together the bags, which are 
also handmade by volunteers, in 
which one Barbie, or similar, is put 
along with four changes of outfit and 

an accessory. Each volunteer is 
given a list of items which are duly 
ticked off as they go in the bag. 
“It’s a great excuse for the ladies 
who volunteer to relive their child-
hood,” said Janet, smiling. 

The team also collects clothes, 
toiletries and other items to go to 
Los Ángeles Malagueños and this 
week 144 pairs of socks, 132 pairs of 

gloves, 72 hats and 192 pairs of pants 
have also been sent thanks to a do-
nation from the Nerja 41 Club. These 
were collected through a campaign 
which includes clever straplines like 
‘Sockit to the homeless’ or ‘It’s pants 
being homeless’.  

In addition, over 200 toiletry bags 
with toothpaste, shampoo, soap, 
toothbrushes and so on, also do-
nated by or bought with money 
raised by the Axarquía team, have 
gone to the city. 

The dolls are given to children, 
along with other presents donated 
to the charity, on Kings’ Day, but the 
operation starts before then. Chil-
dren of the families who use the serv-
ice write their letters to the Three 
Kings and they are delivered to Los 
Ángeles Malagueños, who try to make 
sure that all the children get the pre-

sents they asked for, where possi-
ble.  Tamara Essex, who is a volun-
teer, explained that on Kings’ Day 
there is a carrier bag, marked with 
their name, for each child, as well 
as extra toys for those who did not 

send a letter so that nobody goes 
away empty-handed.  

That church hall in Puente Don 
Manuel in late November really was 
full of the true spirit of Christmas.

Janet Hassall (right) and volunteers put the doll bags together. :: J. R.

Janet Hassall and a team of volunteers work tirelessly throughout the year to help a Malaga charity

The true spirit of Christmas in the Axarquía
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The contents of the 
 bags. :: J. R.


