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A brilliant year
for Jon Rahm

The Basque finished the
season as number three in
the world and begins 2020
with his sights on more
Majors and the Olympics

LOCAL RECOGNITION

Azahara Muñoz,
the pride of
Malaga

[P4]

The Marbella golfer
described receiving a SUR
Malagueño of the Year
award as a “thrill” [P3]

TOURISM

The Costa
welcomes 13
million visitors
The area’s authorities are
increasing their spending
on strategic sectors such
as golf [P2]

Sierra Nevada, for
ski and golf lovers
The destination, one of the
most popular with tourists in
winter, allows visitors to
combine various sports [P6]
:: EFE
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The Costa del Sol breaks through
the barrier of 13 million tourists
The destination, which received 4.2 per cent more visitors in 2019 than in the
previous year, is increasing its spending on strategic segments such as golf
ALBERTO
GÓMEZ

T

he Costa del Sol once again
achieved historic tourism
figures in 2019, breaking
through the 13-million barrier with 4.2 per cent more visitors
than the year before. The Diputación
de Malaga, which is the provincial
governing authority, says tourism
generated 14.44 billion euros of income for the area: 7.84 billion directly
and approximately 6.6 billion indirectly. This was a total increase of 1.92
per cent.
Margarita del Cid, the CEO of Turismo Costa del Sol, says employment
in the tourism sector also increased
to 179,000 jobs, which was 2.95 per
cent more than in 2018. The body has
increased its budget for this year by
23 per cent, with 7.6 million euros to
be spent on promotion and 3.1 million on planning. As a key tourism
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sector, golf will receive 800,400 euros
with the aim of increasing the number of tourists who come to the area
to play this sport.
The vacation and leisure sector will
receive 628,000 euros; business travel
(the sector known as MICE) 369,100
euros; promotion of rural tourism
142,000 euros; actions in emerging
markets, 418,000 euros; activities relating to smart tourism, 946,000
euros; and a further 543,000 euros
have been allocated for multi-sector
investment.
Del Cid says Turismo Costa del Sol
will “continue to advance our principal aims, such as increasing expenditure to improve the profitability
and employment in the tourism sector, attracting year-round tourism,
smart tourism and digital transformation, opening new markets and
generating a new Costa del Sol by developing and creating new resources”.
In recent years the Costa del Sol
has intensified its commitment to
golf, a sport which attracts around
500,000 tourists a year to Andalucía.
As a sector it is important because of
the high spending power of those
who play golf and also its ability to
bring visitors to the region all year
round. Efforts made in this field so
far are beginning to pay off. The Costa
del Sol was recognised as the best golf
destination in Europe last year by the
International Association of Golf Tour
Operators (IAGTO), and was also exclusively designated the Official Golf
Destination Continental Europe by
the PGA of Germany.
Every year IAGTO gives awards to
nominated golf resorts and destinations which offer the best experiences
to their clients, based on client satisfaction, quality of the golf courses
and accommodation, price-quality
ratio, professional conduct of the suppliers, support for the local tourism
industry and the availability of rounds
of golf.
The award was announced during
a prize-giving ceremony which was
attended by more than 600 people
during the principal fair for the sector, the International Golf Travel Market (IGTM). The event brought together 1,300 professionals from the
golf travel industry in over 65 countries, including about 500 tourism
suppliers from the sector, and more
than 400 golf tour operators who collectively control 80 per cent of the
world market for this sector.

Average spending
A report from the Diputación recently showed that tourists who

The Costa del Sol is home to around 70 per cent of all the golf courses in Andalucía. :: JOSELE-LANZA
come to Malaga to play golf spend
an average of more than 1,800 euros
on their trip and stay for an average
of 12.3 days. Sources at Turismo Costa
del Sol say this is “a high standard
sector and this is clearly reflected by
the employment and wealth it generates, with around 17,700 jobs created directly or indirectly”.
Nearly 70 per cent of the golf
courses in Andalucía are in Malaga
province, and that is also the highest concentration in Spain. It is also
in third position, after Madrid and
Barcelona, with regard to the number of licences, with more than
18,000 players.
With regard to the visitors who
come to Malaga province to play golf,
the majority are from the UK, Scandinavian countries, Germany and

France, followed by players from
other parts of Spain, the Netherlands, Portugal and Ireland.
In the last few years many clubs
in Malaga have improved their facilities, and this has also resulted in
an increase in the number of visitors. Experts say the strengths of
Malaga as a golfing destination are
its fame, as the Costa del Sol is
known all over the world, its climate,
the large number of courses and complementary facilities and the proximity of the principal source markets thanks to good air connections.
Professionals in the golf sector
also stress the ability of the courses
to convert highly degraded land into
somewhere with a high environmental value, returning lost dignity
to former rubbish tips and rubble

dumping areas, and they point out
that for years now it has been obligatory to use recycled water to irrigate
the golf courses.
On the downside, the sector is
still battling against the 21 per cent
rate of IVA, which they say is disproportionate because it does not
recognise the role played by golf
in the tourism sector. The rate of
IVA was increased by the Spanish
government in 2012, from eight
per cent to 21, a move which has
been strongly criticised ever since.
With the increased budget, which
includes sponsorship of major professional tournaments, Turismo
Costa del Sol is hoping the number
of visitors who come to the area to
play golf will continue to increase
in 2020.
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Muñoz makes Malaga proud
The golfer became emotional when presented with the award by
SUR: “You have no idea how much this means to me,” she said
:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ
MALAGA. Azahara Muñoz will
never forget 2019. The golfer from
Malaga was part of the European
team which won back the Solheim
Cup against all expectations; she
made the Top 10 on the American
Tour, the hardest in the world, ten
times; and she racked up another
two on the European Tour in the
only events she competed: the
French Open and Spanish Open.
In December, to mark her efforts
in joining the international golfing
elite, Azahara was designated
‘Malagueña of the Year’ in the Sports
category at the award ceremony presented by SUR and sponsored by Unicaja Banco. The golfer was the first
to take the stage at the Palacio de
Ferias y Congresos, watched by more
than 1,500 people.
Her speech impressed the audience. After expressing her thanks
to SUR, she recalled other times
when she had been travelling and

RESULTS 2019
-Part of the winning Solheim Cup team
-Fifth in the ISPS Handa Vic Open
-Sixth in the Australian Open
-Third in the HSBC World Championship
-Second in the Kia Classic
-Sixth in the Pure Silk Championship

Muñoz, during the ‘Malagueños del Año’ awards. :: FRANCIS SILVA

unable to attend the event. She then
become emotional, for the first
time: “You have no idea how happy
I am to receive this award and how
much it means to me,” she said.
“Thank you for also being nice
enough to present it to me in the
same year as Antonio Banderas!”
The actor, who won his award
in the Cultural sector, returned
the compliment a few moments
later: “Thank you for giving me
this prize in the same year as Azahara Muñoz,” he said.
The golfer became emotional again
when she referred to her family, who
were in the audience. “We are like
the Editorial department of a news-
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paper. We argue sometimes, but we
are always there for each other, as
they are here for me today. Thank
you for the confidence you have
shown in me since I was little, and
for everything you do for me. For being there in good times and also in
bad times, which is when I need you
most. You have never let me get
downhearted. I’m the one who takes
the prizes home, but you have sacrificed so much more than I have.”
These haven’t been easy years
for Azahara Muñoz. After a brush
with the Top 10 in the world classification and tasting such sweet
success as winning such important
tournaments as the Sybase Match
Play, fortune changed for the player
from Malaga, who has won over
six million dollars in prize money.
She suffered injury and dropped
several places in the ranking.
It took time for her to recover
her game. She almost forgot what
it was like to end championships
high up on the score board. But
then, she discovered why.
She was diagnosed with Hashimoto thyroiditis, which destroys
the thyroid gland and is autoimmune. That problem lay behind her
changes in weight, dry skin and
hair loss, among other symptoms.
She returned to her lifelong
trainer, Marcelo Prieto, after a brief
separation. With her illness under
control and everything in order
once again, Muñoz has returned
to being the player she once was,
and now she is looking forward to
the year ahead with her eyes on
the championship.
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Rahm during a tournament in 2019, the year in which he ended as the world number three. :: REUTERS

Rahm ends his best year yet as
number three in the world
The Spanish player achieved the second best score during the season, ending
among the top ten in 17 tournaments, and now has his eyes set on being number one
COSTA DEL GOLF /
JUAN LUIS GUILLÉN

J

on Rahm’s career has done
nothing but grow since he
turned professional just
three years ago. The remarkable Spanish player ended
2019 as number three in the world
and crowned a season full of professional successes with some personal joy: his marriage to Kelley
Cahill.
“Successes in my personal life
will always mean a lot more to me
than the professional ones. And I
believe I have been more successful in my personal life than in golf.
Kelley has helped me to improve
as a person and that has definitely
helped me to play better,” said the

golfer shortly before marrying the
women with whom he has shared
his life since they met at Arizona
State University.
While Jon was triumphing with
the university golf team, Kelley,
who has a degree in Biology, was
in the athletics and tennis teams.
“As an elite sportswoman herself,
she understands the probably egotistical decisions we have to take,”
he says. Those decisions included
resting for five weeks before becoming champion of the European
Tour. “We spent those weeks at
home. As we travel so much, I
really appreciated those weeks,”
says Rahm, who loves where he
lives and is probably the most
American of the Spanish players.
This golfer from the Basque Country reached second place in the world
ranking at one point and then returned to the Top Three after a few
months out of the top positions. In

2017 he ended fourth. In 2018, sixth.
And in 2019, third, behind Brooks
Koepka and Rory McIlroy.
He now has his eye on top spot
after a year in which he played in
25 tournaments, reaching the Top
Ten in 17 of them, beaten only by
McIlroy with 19. Rahm also became the winner of the European
Tour, the first Spanish player to do

FAVOURITE GOLF
COURSES
Like all players, Rahm has his
favourite golf courses. “I started playing golf at the Club de
Larrabea, which is complicated
because it has numerous eleva-

so after Severiano Ballesteros. Last
year he won two tournaments in
the Rolex Series (the DP and Irish
Open) and defended for the first
time a title achieved in the previous season (the Spanish Open).
Although Rahm has put down
roots in Arizona, where he has lived
for nearly eight years, he has never
lost his connection with Spain,

who he will be representing in the
Olympic Games: “It’s always a good
feeling to play for more than yourself. Although I don’t think about
it during the tournaments, I see it
in the repercussions of what I do.”
From her visits to Spain, Kelley
treasures the memory of cones of
paper filled with Iberian ham, txakolí wine, football matches at San

tions and ondulations,” he explains. “You never have the
chance to hit a stroke or a putt
on flat ground. All the greens
have slopes and tall grass.”
The Spanish player says the
best course in the Bilbao area is
Club de Golf de Neguri, “which
is close to my home and right
on the coast”.
Olazabal, on the other hand,
says he likes a bit of variety

with regard to courses.
“There is a great combination of mountains and sea for
tourists here,” he says, “and if
you want golf as well we have
three completely different
courses.
“One is inland, but we also
have a real treasure, a ninehole links-type course beside
the sea. I think this area would
suit anyone who loves golf ”.
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Ciganda, Europe’s best
female player in 2019
The Spanish golfer ended the season with eight top tens and only
missed the cut once in the 23 LPGA tournaments she played
:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ

Jon Rahm recently married his fiancée, Kelley Cahill. :: SUR

MALAGA. Carlota Ciganda is still
unstoppable. The Spanish player
ended 2019 as the best European
female player in the world classification, which was dominated by
Asian and American golfers. She is
in 16th place after an enviable season crowned by winning the
LPGA’s AON Risk, a triumph for
the most aggressive player of the
year which brought with it one million euros of prize money.
Ciganda, like Azahara Muñoz,
contributed decisively to the European team’s win over the USA in
the Solheim Cup, the most important women’s golfing event in the
world, which has the same format
as the Ryder Cup.
She completed a great season,
reaching the Top Ten on the difficult American Tour and winning
the Estrella Damm Mediterranean
Ladies Open.
“It has been a very good year, especially because I continue to improve and that’s really important,
because the level of competition
is increasingly high,” she says.
She started the campaign in
Australia with a modest place
among the top 30, but bettered
that soon afterwards in Thailand,
achieving the first of her eight Top
Ten finishes.
Unsurprisingly, the player from
Pamplona only missed one cut in
the 23 tournaments in which she
competed on the difficult LPGA
Tour in 2019.
This Spanish golfer, who has won
over five million dollars in prize

Ciganda, during a tournament. :: SUR
money on the LPGA alone, has proven to be one of the most solid on
the professional tours, and is guaranteed a place for the European
team in the Solheim Cup, a tournament she particularly enjoys and
where she was very effective last
year, paired with Azahara Muñoz.
This new year, her objectives are
to win her first major tournament
and come away from the Olympic
Games in Tokyo with a medal. She

is almost guaranteed a place, as is
Azahara Muñoz.
Ciganda will be 30 years old this
year, but her dreams remain intact,
aware that golfers can continue to
compete effectively for much longer than professionals in other
sports. She is delighted to be the
best female player in Europe, but
it isn’t enough. She wants to be the
world number one. It is only a matter of time.

Rahm loves the Basque cuisine. :: J. L. GUILLÉN
Mamés stadium and New Year’s
Eve in the house of her partner’s
grandmother, eating grapes as the
bells chime at midnight.
Following the wedding, the couple now have to focus on the sport
again, and the sky appears to be
the limit: “Being number one in
the world is always on your mind.
You have to want to get there, but
also understand that it isn’t a case
of winning a tournament and becoming number one. It is the consequence of playing wll and that
is what you have to do, play well,
and that’s it,” says Rahm.
He also loves good food and
never misses a chance to enjoy the
gastronomy of the Basque Country, the region in which he was
born, beside neighbouring Cantabria, where the legendary Severiano Ballasteros grew up. Although
it is no more than 8,000 square
kilometeres in size, the Basque

Country is famous for its cuisine
and the town in which Jon Rahm
was born, Barrika, on the outskirts
of Bilbao, is in the heart of an area
with the greatest concentraction
of Michelin stars in the world (at
least 19). It is also home to the great
Txakolí and Rioja wineries and
some impressive golf courses.
Seve’s course, the Real Club de
Pedreña, is an hour to the west,
while the double winner of the
Augusta Masters, José María Olazabal, learned to play golf at the Real
Club de San Sebastián, less than a
90 minute drive to the east.
“It’s difficult to explain,” says
Rahm about what makes the local
gastronomy so special. “I would
say the abundance of raw materials. Most of the fish and other products you get here are local, and I
don’t mean from supermarkets”.
The Basque player clearly has an
appetite, and not just for golf titles.

Larrazábal moves up over
100 points in the ranking
:: COSTA DEL GOLF
MALAGA. Pablo Larrazábal rose
by 105 places in the world golf
classification, from 261 to 156, after his victory in the Alfred Dunhill Championship in South Africa, which put an end to a stretch
of four and a half years with no
wins at all.
Larrazábal achieved his fifth
triumph on the European Tour,
where he had not won since the
BMW International Open in June
2015. It was an epic win, but not
without its problems for the Spanish player, who was suffering from
muscular problems and blisters
on his feet which made the last

Larrazábal. :: SUR

day difficult. However, Larrazábal
plucked up his courage and made
the most of his leadership, which
he had maintained on the third
day thanks to a round with 70
strokes, five birdies and three bogeys, for a total of 205.
He sealed his triumph with a
card showing 75 strokes, thanks
to a spectacular second part of the
round in which he managed to
consolidate the -6 he had achieved
in the first nine holes. With a
magnificent final putt, he
achieved the final triumph, with
-8, with a one stroke advantage
over Swedish player Joel Sjoholm.
“When I got up this morning I
really thought I wouldn’t be able
to play. I couldn’t put my shoes
on, I couldn’t walk to the buggy,
I couldn’t go to the putting green.
I really suffered today. After the
ninth hole I could barely walk,”
he admitted after his win.
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Sierra Nevada offers numerous
attractions during the winter
The excellent connections enable visitors to combine a stay in the
ski resort with golf on some of the best courses in Andalucía
ALEJANDRO
DÍAZ

T

he Sierra Nevada ski resort
began its new winter season in December with optimistic expectations and
these have certainly been fulfilled.
Granada city and the province are
attractive to visit at any time of
the year, because of the history,
culture, gastronomy and sports,
but in the winter they really come
into their own because visitors can
enjoy not only snow sports but also
golf as well.
The 2019/2020 season began
well, with 85 per cent occupancy
over the long weekend in early December. This was a record in Spain,
according to the Hoteles.net portal, which reported that the Sierra
Nevada and Aramón Cerler ski resorts were the two destinations
which registered the most bookings by visitors from elsewhere in
Spain. The report also indicated
that the prospects were good for
the whole of the winter season.
This proved to be correct over
Christmas, New Year and Three
Kings Day, with an average occupancy up to 5 January of 80 per
cent and some nights nearly full,
especially the last days of the year
when about 7,500 people decided
they would like to bid farewell to
2019 on the ski slopes.
The resort organised numerous
activities for its visitors over the
Christmas period, including Santa
Claus arriving on skis down the especially illuminated El Río piste
on 22 December.
The bells rang to welcome in the
New Year and the celebrations took
place as usual, but perhaps the
most popular event of all was on
5 January, when the Three Kings
skied down El Río piste, accompanied by an extensive entourage of
school pupils, clubs and ski and
snowboard teams.
Nocturnal skiing down the illuminated El Río piste is one of the
most popular activities at this ski
resort in Granada, especially during holiday periods when there is
high occupancy at Pradollano, as
was the case up to 5 January.
When weather conditions permit, El Río is lit by around 30 spotlights which illuminate the 3.2
kilometres between the Borreguiles area and the residential

A winter destination where the whole family can enjoy the snow and other attactions. :: EFE

During the public holidays
in early December,
occupancy was around 85
per cent, which was in line
with predictions
There are numerous golf
courses in Granada
province, including Santa
Clara Golf, Los Moriscos
and even one in the city
resort of Pradollano.
This winter, the ski station also
introduced new functions for its
mobile app, providing up to date
information about snow conditions
(pistes, ski lifts, weather, webcams). The Sierra Nevada app now
also incorporates maps and trackers in three dimensions and an audioguide navigator.
Sierra Nevada also offers a multitude of recreational facilities, including restaurants with cuisine
from all over the world, tapas bars,
cafeterias, pubs, discotheques, cinema, heated swimming pool, spa
and a magnificent sports club with
modern facilities. The different
hotels provide entertainment for
children and adults.

In the Sierra Nevada you can have a go at playing ‘snowgolf’. :: SUR
Huge efforts have also been
made to make the Sierra Nevada
ski station accessible for people
with reduced mobility, so they can
fulfill their dream and enjoy the
snow and numerous other attractions at discounted prices.
Among the many activities available in the Sierra Nevada is golf in
the snow. Golf on ice has almost
all the same characteristics as traditional golf, although the surface
on which it is played means there
are considerable differences be-

cause playing on snow greatly complicates control of the ball and the
cold air affects the way the ball
moves and restricts it to about 80
per cent of the normal.
The balls are fluorescent orange
so they can be seen on the snow,
especially on the ‘green’, which of
course in this format isn’t green at
all, because it is, literally, snow
white.

Emblematic courses
The excellent communications be-

tween the Sierra Nevada ski resort
and Granada city and the rest of
the province means that golf tourists who want to play their favourite sport can do so on some of the
local courses, such as the Granada
Club de Golf, which is in a unique
location on the boundary between
the ‘vega’ plain and the ‘secano’,
surrounded by small hills. It is situated near the village of Las Gabias,
about eight kilometres from Granada. Designed and created by
Ramón Espinosa and Emilio Mena,
the course sits on a gentle hill, like
a long island in the middle of the
plain. There are two lagoons on the
side which looks over the inland
valley, and a third on the other
side.
There is another course, Los Moriscos, which is links style, about
eight kilometres outside Motril,
in a sports complex close to the
beach. Los Moriscos, which is 5,072
metres in length, is flat and
adorned with palm trees and sugar
cane. This course in Granada is
characterised by its generous
greens and large lagoons.
Another of the courses in Granada province is Santa Clara Golf
Club, which was inaugurated in
2006 and is a spectacular 18-hole
par 73 golf course, designed by Enrique Canales Busquets. It nestles
in the town of Otura, about a ten
minute drive from the historic centre of Granada and less than 30
minutes from the Sierra Nevada
ski resort and the Costa Tropical.
The course at Santa Clara Golf
Granada is characterised by its spacious greens, many movements
and a great diversity of obstacles.
This provides an opportunity to
use a great variety of strokes, making it an ideal design for golfers
with all types of handicap.
To sum up, Sierra Nevada is the
ski destination par excellence, which
also enables its visitors to enjoy
some novel and classic varieties of
golf, thanks to the proximity of several courses in the province.
No matter how you decide to
spend your time in the Sierra Nevada, a visit to the city of Granada
is essential because nobody should
miss to its historic buildings and
quaint streets full of charm, especially in winter.
In beautiful Granada city, everyone should take a walk along the
Paseo de los Tristes, sample the
gastronomy in its hundreds of taverns and bars, relax by the Fuente
de las Batallas fountain, marvel at
the Alhambra from the San Nicolás
viewing point, wander around the
streets of the ancient Albaicín district and admire the beauty of the
high mountain peaks which surround this city, which is a truly
magical place in an absolutely stunning setting.
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The Andalucía
Masters will
be in spring
The tournament will take
place in April instead of June
and tickets are already on sale
:: ALBERTO GÓMEZ
MALAGA. Tickets are now on sale
for the next edition of the Andalucía
Masters, which will take place from
30 April to 2 May rather than in June.
It has been moved because of the calendar for the Olympic Games this
summer. The organisers decided to
hold it just before the American Tour,
to attract the best players.
The Masters is part of the European Tour, the second most important in world golf. At present none of
the PGA Tour tournaments is taking
place in Europe, although in Andalucía they are trying to obtain more
sponsors and increase the prize money
available. A bigger budget would also
make it possible to offer some players advance payments. This would attract some of the stars of golf and expand a line-up which has included
players in the top ten of the world
classification in the past, such as Sergio García and Jon Rahm.
This is a difficult objective, but the
organisers of the Andalusian championship do not want to place a ceil-

ing on the event. The sponsorship
agreement signed with Estrella
Damm guarantees the presence of
the tournament on the calendar for
the next four years, although the
changes to the PGA Tour calendar for
this season because of the Olympics
have upset all the plans of the European Tour. There are only three weeks
between the US Open and the British Open, and now the World St. Jude
Invitational has been incorporated
in the first week of July. This means
the Masters was left without a date
in the summer, although the European Tour rescheduled it in the spring.
The tournament is well-known
and hopes to become one of the trials for the Rolex Series, which demands at least seven million euros in
prize money and offers around 40
points for the world classification,
factors which would attract new golfers. The prize money for the tournament has already gone up to three
million euros this year and the intention is to continue increasing it, a
dream which could materialise soon

Sergio García acts as host for the tournament through his foundation. :: SUR
and which would make it one of the
most important sporting events in
Spain.
The change of date could benefit
the tournament which takes place at
Valderrama, and it is offering reduced

VALDERRAMA,
SERGIO GARCÍA
TERRITORY
Valderrama is García territory.
The Spanish player acts as host
through his foundation and has
already won the trophy on three

prices during these first weeks on sale.
Tickets for the ‘pro-am’ cost seven
euros for young visitors (under the
age of 17) and are free for under12s accompanied by adults. Adult
tickets are nine euros, but it is posoccasions. He has a special relationship with the course, as he
admits himself: “I love it. It is my
favourite and I really want to try
and do good things here. I like
Augusta, because that’s where I
won my first major tournament,
but what I feel for Valderrama is
different. A piece of my heart is
always here,” he says. This year,
he will be aiming to take the
trophy home again.

sible to attend the first two days
(Thursday and Friday) for ten euros.
The prices for Saturday and Sunday are ten euros for youngsters
and 15 euros for adults, or a weekend pass costs 20 euros. Young visitors who want to enjoy the ‘proam’ and the four days can do so for
30 euros, and adults for 55 euros.
The tournament is backed by
the Junta de Andalucía, although
the addition of Estrella Damm as
a private sponsor has given the organisers a greater margin of movement in forthcoming years. It is
also supported by the Foundation
Sergio García. It is broadcast on
television to more than 400 million homes on all five continents,
and 41,494 fans enjoyed watching
it in person last year.

A sustainable investment
The project, which has cost over nine
million euros, will see recycled water
supplied to 40 golf courses on the Costa

:: ANDREA JIMÉNEZ
MALAGA. The works to improve
the recycled water network on the
western Costa del Sol, so that this
type of water can be used to irrigate all 40 golf courses in the area,
have now been completed by the
Acosol and Acuamed companies.
The improvement works, which
have cost over nine million euros,
began in 2015 and have included
increasing the productive capacity of La Víbora treatment plant
by 14,000 cubic metres a day.

The completed project was officially handed over last week, at
a ceremony attended by Carlos
Cañavate, who is the Director General of Acosol; Manuel Cardeña,
the CEO of Acosol; Melchor Conde,
the company’s regional director
for Infrastructure and Production;
Francisco Barartech, the president
of Acuamed; and Javier Alcántara,
the regional director of Acuamed.
This was the final phase of the
project to supply recycled water
to all 40 golf courses in the area,

and it means that the seven between La Siesta, on the eastern
side of Mijas, and Río Real, west
of Marbella, are now part of the
system. Another five golf courses
are waiting to be connected.
The pipes have been laid through
the centre of Marbella so that in
future recycled water can be used
for parks and gardens as well.
The works were carried out in
two phases. At La Víbora, doublelayer sand filters and a rotating
drum mesh filter have been installed. After filtering, the water
then passes through a new pumping station, and up to 20,000 cubic metres a day can be produced.
Carlos Cañavate said this project is part of the company’s commitment to the use of recycled water.
“We are focusing our attention

Wastewater from Marbella and Mijas is treated at La Víbora. :: JOSELE
on models of sustainability to enable us to meet the demand of the
tourism sector, which has to be a
priority. This year we have increased the capacity considerably,
and that is how we plan to continue in the future,” he explained.
Manuel Cardeña was also keen

to point out that recycling is an essential way of saving water and is
a vital part of the fight to protect
the environment.
“Projects such as this are a clear
demonstration of Acosol’s unequivocal commitment to sustainable development,” he said.
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