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While the industry hopes to 
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professionals talk about 
travel post-lockdown  P2 & 18
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The mayor of Mijas, Josele 
González has said that he 
will not wait any longer for 
the government to relax 
spending caps and has an-
nounced a 140-million-euro 
plan to help local people 

affected by the Covid- 19 cri-
sis. The scheme includes pa-
youts of betwen 3,000 and 
6,000 euros for self-emplo-
yed workers and small bu-
sinesses and public works 
to boost employment.  P6

Mijas town hall offers financial 
lifeline to small businesses

A 140-million-euro 
coronavirus crisis 
emergency plan 
promises payouts of 
3,000 euros to the 
local self-employed

Fury over 
defective face 
masks given to 
health workers in 
Malaga hospitals

Tests are now being carried 
out on 2,500 health workers 
at the Clínico hospital who 
wore some of thousands of 
defective face masks distri-
buted among Andalusian 
hospitals.  P4

La Concepción reservoir 
dam had to be opened   
this week and water 
released after more rainfall 
left it at 95% of its total 
capacity P7 

Firms facing fines of up 
to 187,000 euros  
for fraudulent furloughing 
of staff under the Spanish 
ERTE scheme P12 

Spain: Still Cause   
A new documentary by a 
Scottish artist collects 
testimonies from victims of 
the Franco regime P24 

Spanish football could 
return by the end of May 
La Liga and the RFEF have 
devised a new protocol 
which still requires the 
government’s approval  P32

MORE INSIDE

After six weeks confined to 
their homes, children up to  
14 will be able to go out for 
a walk from Sunday. Follow-
ing a few days of conflicting 

statements, it was confirmed 
on Thursday that an adult 
will be able to accompany 
up to three children out of 
the home for an hour a day, 

although parks and play-
grounds will remain closed. 
The PM said that providing 
the number of  new cases of 
Covid-19 continues to drop, 

people can expect further 
easing of restrictions from 
mid-May, edging towards 
what he referred to as a 
“new normal”.  P3 & 14

Children playing in the streets is the  
first step towards Spain’s ‘new normal’
PM Pedro Sánchez has said that 
lockdown restrictions could be 
reduced further from mid-May

  SALVADOR SALAS

THE FLAMINGOS ARE BACK
Spain is stuck in a lockdown, but coronavirus hasn’t stopped the natural world. Around 6,000 

pairs of flamingos have arrived for the season in Fuente de Piedra P11
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National government 
hasn’t yet said when travel 
will be authorised again; 
the Andalusian region has 
announced its own 
emergency recovery plan 

PILAR MARTÍNEZ / SUR
 

MALAGA. Alarm bells were already 
keeping tourism business own-
ers awake at night, but when a 
government minister said last 
Friday that the industry would 
not get going again until the end 
of the year, they were filled with 
dread. 

“No tourism business can go 
ten months without income,” 
said Miguel Sánchez, who rep-
resents tourism firms at the An-
dalusian Business Confedera-
tion, “They won’t get through 
this.” 

Fears of losing the vital sum-
mer season completely due to 
the coronavirus crisis were 
heightened by Employment min-
ister Yolanda Díaz, who spoke 
last week of two phases of get-
ting back to business in the 
country. The first was for the pro-
ductive sector in June; and tour-
ism, culture and leisure were in-
cluded in the second phase, re-
served for the end of the year. 

Since then, however, Finance 
minister, Nadia Calviño, admit-
ted that central government has 
no “official calendar” for the res-
toration of the tourism sector. 

After last Tuesday’s Cabinet 

meeting she said that she 
“hoped” that the summer sea-
son would be able to go ahead.  

And on Thursday, Andalusian 
regional minister for Tourism, 
Juan Marín, was more confident. 
“We are working on a plan that 
it will be reasonable to open cer-
tain activity in May,” he said, add-
ing that hotels could open in 
June.  

The European Commissioner 
for Internal Market and Services, 
Thierry Breton, also had reas-
suring words for the industry 
this week: “I certainly hope that 
we can start travelling again, de-
spite the restrictions, as soon as 
this summer,” he said. 

Meanwhile the authorities 
have been counting their losses. 
Andalucía lost out on income to 
the tune of 4.7 billion euros be-
tween March and May due to the 
absence of tourism activity, Juan 
Marín said earlier this week. 

If the tourism season could 
not start until September, the 
worst case scenario of those en-
visaged by the Junta de Anda-
lucía in a previous report, the 
region would have lost out on a 
total of 13.3 billion euros having 
missed Easter and the peak sum-
mer season. 

Nevertheless, Andalucía and 
the Costa del Sol are working on 
plans to get tourism back on its 

feet as soon as possible, although 
any progress is governed by       
the national state of alarm           
restrictions. 

Marín offered more informa-
tion about the emergency plan 
the Junta de Andalucía is setting 
up for the tourism industry.  

Always bearing in mind the 
uncertainty and continual 
changes caused by the Covid-19 
crisis, Marín has told profession-
als that his regional ministry’s 
strategy includes measures that 
are estimated to have a positive 
impact of 243 million euros on 
the tourism sector and 740 mil-
lion euros on Andalucía’s econ-
omy as a whole. These measures 
include employment incentives, 
credit and liquidity plans for 
businesses and tax incentives, 
explained Marín. 

The regional authority’s re-
covery strategy also includes a 
2.25-million-euro spend on tour-
ism promotion for Andalucía, 
explained the minister.

Summer season still in doubt as tourism 
sector counts losses and plans recovery

Hire cars left standing near Malaga Airport during the lockdown.  ÑITO SALAS

JUAN SOTO / SUR
 

MALAGA. The government’s un-
confirmed plans for the grad-
ual recovery of normality men-
tion no firm dates, but make 
it clear that bars, restaurants 
and other leisure establish-
ments will be among the last 
to recover their activity. 

Another point that the sec-
tor is clear about is that, in the 
new post coronavirus lock-
down era, their business will 
be subject to restrictions. 

Aware that extra space will 
have to be left between tables, 
bar owners have called for the 
local authorities to allow them 
to occupy more space with 
their pavement terraces. 
Malaga city hall has already 
agreed to study the requests, 
case by case. They have also 
asked to be able to extend 
opening hours to be able to 
serve more customers. 

Other new obligations will 
include hygiene measures. 
Initial advice given by the 
Spanish hostelry association 
includes providing hand sani-
tiser for customers, regularly 
disinfecting all surfaces and 
keeping enclosed areas well 
ventilated. 

Proposals have already 
been made regarding install-
ing transparent screens be-
tween tables or even custom-
ers, although the government 
has yet to establish a proto-
col to follow. 

Meanwhile nightclub own-
ers in Malaga province, aware 
that they are right at the back 
of the reopening queue, have 
asked not to be subject to dis-
tancing restrictions, when 
they are eventually allowed 
to reopen. “No one is going to 
go to a club to dance by them-
selves without being able to 
go near to anyone else,” said 
one owner. 

Bars and 
restaurants 
prepare to reopen 
with restrictions, 
without knowing 
when

SUR
 

MALAGA.  Spain has extended its 
restrictions on travel to and 
from other EU and Schengen 
countries until 15 May. The 
measure, published in the offi-

cial state gazette (BOE) on Tues-
day, is in line with EU regula-
tions and limits border cross-
ings to EU citizens and others 
travelling to their main resi-
dence or with a justified reason 
for travel. 

A limited number of flights 
are running between Spain’s 
Madrid and Barcelona airports 
and UK and other EU countries. 
Some flights are also running 
between Gibraltar and the UK. 

Availability of flights and sea 
crossings to UK and travel re-
strictions were the main Covid-
19 issues put to the British Em-
bassy in Madrid at a Facebook 
drop-in session on Wednesday. 

Travel, one of the main  concerns of 
foreign residents and home owners

i   A new era of tourism  : Andrew 
Forbes talk to business owners in 
Andalucía about travel after the 
lockdown. See page 18
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After conflicting 
messages earlier this 
week, the government 
has confirmed that 
outings of an hour a day 
will be permitted 

M. SÁIZ-PARDO 
M. D. TORTOSA

 

MALAGA. Children up to the age of 
14 will be allowed to go out from 
Sunday after being confined to 
their homes for the last six weeks 
due to the coronavirus crisis. 

The relaxation of lockdown re-
strictions for youngsters was in-
cluded in the decree to extend 
the state of alarm for another      
two weeks (until 9 May) which 
was passed by Congreso on 
Wednesday. 

Under the new regulations, an 
adult can take up to three chil-
dren outside for an hour a day be-
tween 9am and 9pm, confirmed 
deputy PM and Podemos leader, 
Pablo Iglesias, and Health min-
ister Salvador Illa on Thursday. 

Children will not be allowed to 
come into contact with other 
youngsters, so play will be lim-

ited to their own brothers and sis-
ters or members of their house-
hold. They will be able to take out  
toys, bikes, scooters or balls etc. 
although parks and playgrounds 
will remain out of bounds. 

The accompanying adult must 
be a member of the same house-
hold who has been in contact with 
the children during the quaran-
tine, explained Iglesias. 

Whether or not children will 
be allowed to play in communal 
areas of residential developments 
has been left up to residents com-

munities to decide, although as 
in all cases, they must keep a dis-
tance of at least a metre, (but “ide-
ally two”, said the health minis-
ter) from other people. 

The details provided on Thurs-
day came after statements made 
by the government spokesperson 
María Jesús Montero after a Cabi-
net meeting on Tuesday caused 
general outcry among the oppo-
sition, parents and experts. 

She had said that children 
would only be allowed to accom-
pany their parents on outings that 

were already authorised, such as 
going to the shops or the bank. 
Just hours later the government 
U-turned and confirmed that 
walks would be allowed. 

Local and National Police and 
Guardia Civil officers expressed 
concerns on Wednesday about 
how children’s outings could        
be controlled to enforce the new 
restrictions. 

Iglesias said on Thursday, how-
ever, that the government had not 
considered establishing specific 
penalties in relation to the new 
rules. Instead, he appealed to par-
ents’ common and civic sense, 
pointing  out that the limitations 
were there “to save lives”. 

Back to school? 

Also on Thursday, the president 
of the Junta de Andalucía, 
Juanma Moreno, called on the 
government to allow schools in 
the region to reopen as the lock-
down restrictions are relaxed. In 
an interview with Cadena Ser ra-
dio, he suggest 15 May as a pos-
sible date for the return to the 
classroom but later stressed 
“health conditions permitting” 
on his Twitter account.

Children up to 14 can go out for walks from 
Sunday under new lockdown conditions

SUR
 

MADRID / MALAGA. The Prime 
Minister confirmed it in front 
of MPs on Wednesday. Refer-
ring to a “new normal”, Pedro 
Sánchez said that ministers 
were working on a gradual scal-
ing back of lockdown from the 
second half of May. Providing 
the number of cases continued 
to drop, and in stages, to avoid 
making “any wrong moves”. 

It wasn’t just politicians 
readying Spain for the “new nor-
mal” this week. The govern-
ment’s chief scientific advisor, 
Fernando Simón, told journal-
ists on Thursday that the results 
of more testing were showing, 
“the epidemic was progressing 
better than we thought”. 

While pressure was growing 
from many sides, including tour-
ism bosses and sports leaders, 
to find a way to restart activity, 
“there won’t be definitive deci-
sions during the wind down”, 
warned Sánchez “There’ll be 
corrections, advances and back-
ward steps.” 

All walks of 
Spanish life told to 
think of a “new 
normal” from the 
second half of May

Children in Spain have been under lockdown for six weeks.  ÑITO SALAS
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Tests have begun on 
those who wore kit 
which didn’t meet EU 
safety standards as 
Malaga leads the regional 
table for frontline 
workers infected 

ÁNGEL ESCALERA
 

MALAGA. There has been outrage 
among healthcare professionals 
in Malaga this week after it came 
to light that thousands of defective 
protective face masks had been 
sent to frontline health workers 
across Andalucía. 

Around 2,500 staff at the Hos-
pital Clínico in Malaga city alone 
wore the masks, with 1,500 under 
suspicion of having now contracted 
coronavirus. These masks were 
also supplied in large volumes to 
the district hospitals in Antequera 
and Ronda. 

“They’re playing with my health 
and the health of my family,” said 
one worker, who preferred to stay 
anonymous, whose team had been 

supplied with N95 masks from a 
supplier named Garry Galaxy 
which were later recalled by the 
ministry of Health. 

These masks, which do not meet 
European Union safety standards 
(thought to offer 95 per cent pro-
tection), were distributed to hos-
pitals and health centres across all 
of the provinces in Andalucía. 

Since Monday staff who wore 
these masks in centres across 
Malaga have been interviewed on 
an individual basis to see if they 
presented any coronavirus symp-
toms. Testing, promised by the 
central government for all work-
ers potentially affected, eventually 
got under way on Thursday. 

Malaga, incidentally, is the An-
dalusian province in which the 
greatest number of healthcare 
workers have contracted coronavi-
rus. Some 571 health profession-
als have contracted Covid-19, ac-
counting for 22.37 per cent of all 
cases in Malaga province. 

A thousand people cured 
The good news, however, is that 
the number of people given the all-

clear after testing positive for Co-
vid-19 in Malaga province has now 
surpassed 1,000, according to data 
published by the Junta de Anda-
lucía regional government on 
Thursday, after 98 more patients 
were discharged. 

This news, however, was over-
shadowed by that of a further five 
deaths confirmed in Malaga prov-
ince (four fewer than those re-
ported on Wednesday), bringing 
the total number to 237, compared 
to 1,079 across the region (up 29). 

Some 84 new cases of corona-
virus were also confirmed in 

Malaga (21 fewer than on Wednes-
day). These are being attributed to 
increased testing being carried out 
but still points towards stabilisa-
tion. Across Andalucía, the total 
has risen to 12,237. 

However, the number of those 
being given the all-clear contin-
ues to increase. By Thursday there 
were 3,847, an increase of 278. 
What’s more, the number of pa-
tients with Covid-19 in Andalu-
sian hospitals continues to fall. 
Currently 1,019 people are hos-
pitalised, of whom 235 are in in-
tensive care.

Fury over defective 
face masks given to 
local health workers

Healthcare workers at the Hospital Clínico in Malaga.  ÑITO SALAS

MELCHOR SÁIZ-PARDO
 

MADRID. While the daily coro-
navirus-related deaths and 
new cases in Spain continue 
to the rise, there is still some 
reason for cautious optimism. 

By Thursday the country 
had been stuck around the 
400-daily-death mark for five 
days. In fact, the rate of growth 
of fatalities has remained at 
around two per cent for the 
past week and health experts 
point towards the long evolu-
tion of the disease as a factor. 
In many cases patients have 
been hospitalised for more 
than a month and have died 
after several weeks.  

Covid-19 had claimed the 
lives of 22,157 people across 
Spain since the beginning of 
the epidemic by Thursday. 

The number of people in-
fected (213,024) also contin-
ues to increase at a rate of 
around two per cent despite 
the fact that almost four times 
more tests are being carried 
out than a fortnight ago.

Reasons for 
cautious optimism 
despite fatalities 
and new cases 
stagnating in Spain

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

ANA PÉREZ-BRYAN
 

MALAGA. Just a little more than a 
week after the province’s stock  
of surgical masks was almost 
completely depleted, the pano-
rama has changed completely. 
From today, Friday, not only will 
pharmacies  have ample supply 
following a large delivery from 
Bidafarma, but customers will be 
charged no more than 96 cents 
per reusable surgical mask after 
the Ministry of Health announced 
a fixed maximum price on Tues-
day to ensure “nonabusive eco-
nomic conditions”. 

These  conditions were initially 
supposed to come into effect on 
Monday, but this was brought for-
ward to Friday in an announce-
ment made on Thursday. 

Maximum pricing will also be 
applied to gels and hydroalcoholic 
solutions. Quantities up to 150 
millilitres will be sold at no more 
than 0.021 euros per millilitre; 
quantities between 150 and 300 
ml will be sold at 0.018 euros/ml; 
and between 300 ml and up to a 
litre at 0.015 euros/ml. 

Maximum pricing for other 
types of face mask and antiseptic 
solutions is still being discussed.

Masks to go on sale at fixed 
price of 96 cents from today

Staff at a Malaga pharmacy show their masks on sale.  ÑITO SALAS
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COÍN 

T. BRYANT.  Facing an uncer-
tain future due to the fallout 
caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Coín-based equestrian 
charity SEARCH has made an 
urgent appeal for donations 
to help it survive the lock-
down.  

The charity’s principal 
fundraising event, which, af-
ter having been cancelled due 
to torrential rain and flash 
floods in September last year, 
and then again in November, 
was scheduled to take place 
this month.  

SEARCH currently has nine 
horses and one pony in its 
care and it depends entirely 
on fundraising events and do-
nations in order to survive.  

Donations can be made via 
PayPal   (info@serch.es), or 
see  www.serch.es

Coín-based horse 
sanctuary makes 
urgent appeal for 
cash donations to 
survive lockdown 

TORREMOLINOS 

T. B.  Torremolinos town hall 
has launched a campaign to 
raise funds for those most af-
fected by Covid-19. 

Under the banner of Solidar-
ity Spring, the council has is-
sued a bank account number - 
ES12 2100 8986 9602 0003 
8858 - where donations can be 
made. In return, the town hall 
will deliver a plant, donated by 
the municipal nursery, as a 
thank you to those who partici-
pate in the initiative.

Torremolinos 
town hall launches 
initiative to help 
vulnerable during 
coronavirus crisis

Horses face uncertain future.  SUR

MARBELLA 

H. BARBOTTA.  The council in 
Marbella is to start a plan to sup-
port small shopkeepers in the 
municipality in the face of the 
financial fallout of the corona-
virus crisis.  It will also promote 
digitalisation courses for small 
firms with a million-euro grant.  

Council spokesperson, Félix 
Romero, announced the move 
after last Monday’s council ex-
ecutive meeting. 

Romero highlighted that af-
ter the health and welfare 
emergency,  the plan also now 
had to move to take measures 
to cope with the serious finan-
cial crisis. 

Marbella council is 
to start a scheme to 
support small 
shopkeepers in the 
municipality

To tackle the crisis, the 
council is to spend 12 
million euros to help 
those who are based 
locally and have lost half 
their income, plus 117 
million on other projects    

IVÁN GELIBTER 

MIJAS. The town hall in Mijas is 
to throw a lifeline to potentially 
thousands of local self-employed 
and small firms, with payouts of 
between 3,000 to 6,000 euros for 
those worst hit by coronavirus.  

Mayor Josele González said 
this week that the council will not 
wait any longer for the govern-
ment to abolish spending caps 
on councils’ surpluses, despite 
doubts about whether his initia-
tive is legal. 

He plans to modify his budget 
and use all accumuated surplus 
funds, some 140 million euros, 
over the remainder of this year and 
into 2021, to introduce measures 
which no other town hall - in 
Malaga province, at least - has pro-
posed so far. 

The measures will start to come 
into effect within a few days. A to-
tal of 12 million euros is being al-
located to help self-employed peo-
ple and small firms who are tax 
resident in Mijas and who have lost 
50 per cent or more of their in-
come. They may apply even if they 
are receiving assistance from the 
Junta de Andalucía or the national 
government.  

Plan Mijas 20-21 also includes 
117.2 million euros for public 
works, which the council believes 
will create more than 2,500 new 
jobs in the sector. “Of the total, 57.2 
million euros will be for projects 
which are already planned and the 
remaining 60 million will be used 

for 30 new ones which are cur-
rently being drawn up,” said the 
mayor.  

Social Services will be allocated 
five million euros, double the 
amount originally planned, to help 
families at greatest risk, and this 
may be increased if necessary. The 
plan also strengthens employment 
in more critical sectors, with six 
million euros being allocated for 
Mijas Servicios Complementarios 
to find work for those at risk of       
social exclusion. Finally some 
business taxes will be waived for         
the rest of this year and new           
fiscal incentives may also be in-
troduced. 

Legal doubts 
There are, however, some doubts 
about the legality of this move, es-
pecially as the Minister of Finance, 

María Jesús Montero, has said that 
councils are only authorised to use 
no more than 20 per cent of their 
surplus from the previous year for 
matters relating to the health cri-
sis. They are also able to use an-
other percentage for sustainable 
investments, in other words only 
those which will not need mainte-
nance in the future.  

The council insists that their 
Plan Mijas is legal. “All the meas-
ures are covered by the regula-
tions. It is not the first time this 
council has made a significant 
change to its budget,” says 
González, who has also spoken to 
the Spanish federation of munici-
palities and provinces (FEMAP) 
and says they “recommend” this 
type of action. 

“The public authorities closest 
to the people are the ones with the 
resources to provide a solution to 
problems. We hope the govern-
ment frees up the use of all the 
10 billion euros which councils 
hold in surpluses,” said González.  

González’s PSOE has a major-
ity on the council, so he can guar-
antee the proposals will be ap-
proved in forthcoming council 
meetings. 

Mijas to pay out up to 6,000 euros 
to self-employed and small firms

Josele González (left) at the unveiling of the radical plan on Wednesday.  SUR

A committee made up 
of key councillors will 
meet daily to 
implement public 
health and economic 
recovery measures   

IVÁN GELIBTER 

FUENGIROLA. The mayor of 
Fuengirola, Ana Mula, has an-
nounced that she is creating 
a municipal committee to 
face the task of organis-
ing the council’s re-
sponse to the health and 
financial crisis generated 
by Covid-19.  

Mula will head the 

committee herself and it will 
be divided into five areas:  resi-
dents’ health and safety, eco-
nomic recovery, social support, 
interauthority liaison and mu-
nicipal finance.  

Mula will lead the first area 
to ensure that streets, public 
spaces  and council premises  
are kept as clean and safe as 
possible.     

The area of economic recov-
ery will be led by first deputy 

mayor, Rodrigo Romero.  
Rocío Rodríguez, coun-
cillor for welfare, will take 
care of social support, 
and benefits. Mula says 
the committee will meet 
daily. 

Fuengirola mayor reworks her 
team to fight Covid-19 crisis 

Ana Mula

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

Key move: ‘autónomos’ 
and small firms  

12 
million euros from Mijas town 
hall for self-employed (autóno-
mos) and smaller firms. By way 
of comparison, all Andalucía- 
government aid will total 50 
million in the entire region.  

Conditions for 
‘autónomos’  

3,000
 

euros minimum each for 
‘autónomos’ or small busi-

nesses (up to a maximum of 
6,000) as long as: their regis-
tered (tax) address is within 
Mijas municipality; income has 
dropped at least 50 per cent; 
they promise to keep up their 
business activity and maintain 
any staff in employment.  

The main investment: 
Building programme  

117.2 
million euros is the total value 
of building work that the 
council will kick off between 
this year and next, which it 
hopes will generate 2,500 new 
jobs. From the total amount, 
57.2 million euros is work al-

ready planned and 60 million 
for 30 projects that council-
lors still have on the drawing 
board. These are in addition 
to projects already underway, 
such as La Candelaria and El 
Juncal car parks. 

Social Services: 
“unlimited” budget 

5 
million euros (double what it 
was before) is what Mijas town 
hall will put aside for help for 
people’s rent and other emer-
gencies. However the mayor 
has said that the budget for this 
is “unlimited” and can be in-
creased as needed. 

“The public authorities 
closest to the people are the 
ones with the resources to 
provide a solution to 
problems,” say the mayor
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TORROX 

Arrested after 22 years  
in Spain under false ID 

E. C.  A 53-year-old man was ar-
rested in Torrox on Wednes-
day after police found he was 
using false identification dur-
ing a state of alarm heck. 

The man has been living in 
the area for 22 years with docu-
ments including NIE and health 
card stating his nationality as 
Lithuanian when police checks 
proved he is Latvian. The man 
has bought cars and proper-
ties with his fake ID in Spain 
and has a criminal record un-
der his real ID in Latvia.

MALAGA 

Four injured in 
scaffolding collapse 

Á. F. / J. C.  The National Police 
are investigating after the scaf-
folding on a construction site 
collapsed next to the El Carmen 
market in Malaga city on Mon-
day, leaving four injured, includ-
ing a 74-year-old woman who 
was trapped in the wreckage. 

Initial investigations pointed 
towards the strong winds in 
the city at the time but investi-
gators have not ruled out it be-
ing caused by a forklift truck 
accidentally knocking into the 
structure.

MALAGA 

21 arrested for 
organising cockfights 

EFE.  Twenty-one people have 
been arrested by the National 
Police in Malaga for their al-
leged involvement in the or-
ganisation of clandestine cock-
fights that were taking place  
despite the state of alarm. 

Those arrested, all Spanish 
nationals, were picked up on 
11 April during a cockfight at 
which 32 people were in atten-
dance, within just fifty square 
metres. 

All of those attending were 
fined for lockdown breaches.

MIJAS 

Guardia seize drugs 
hidden in tomato cans 

J. C. / Á. F.  The Guardia Civil 
have dismantled a drug traf-
ficking gang in Mijas which, it 
would appear, had set up a fake 
canning company to get around 
logistical restrictions and traf-
fic drugs hidden in tomato cans 
to Lithuania and other coun-
tries in eastern Europe. 

The group had set up in a 
villa in Mijas at which more 
than 700 marijuana plants 
were seized, as well as high-
capacity canning machinery.

112 REPORTS

With more rain forecast 
and still no infrastructure 
in place to divert excess to 
other reservoirs, 2.27 
cubic hectometres must 
be drained from the water 
supply for the Costa 

IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. Draining had to start on 
the La Concepción reservoir in 
Istán, which supplies the western 
Costa del Sol, on Tuesday with the 
infrastructure at almost 95 per 
cent capacity and with further 
rain forecast for this weekend. 

Following the recent downpours, 
supplies measured 58.6 cubic hec-
tometres, eight more than in the 
same week of the previous year, 
according to the data provided by 
Hidrosur. A relatively small res-
ervoir in relation to the area it 
serves, its maximum capacity is 
61.85 cubic hectometres. 

Management have decided to 
release a total of 2.27 cubic hec-
tometres, according to data pro-
vided by the Andalusian govern-
ment’s Malaga office. The dam 
was opened at 8.20pm on Tues-
day and will remain open until 
9am on Friday. Sources say that if 
it rains again over the basin 
(which it is predicted to do on Sat-
urday), this draining will need to 
be repeated. 

Water needed elsewhere 

This water, however, is being sent 
straight to the sea while there is 

need for it on the other side of the 
province, in the Axarquía. 

As the high-capacity bypass 
has still not been built, there is 
concern in the Axarquía, one of 
the areas with the highest con-
sumption due to its subtropical 
crop industries, where La Viñu-
ela reservoir is at just 40 per 
cent. 

The Ciudadanos MP for Malaga, 
Guillermo Díaz, said: “Once again 
today we are throwing away water 
that we will miss tomorrow”. He 
blamed a lack of commitment from 
central government. Water being let out from the dam on Tuesday.  JOSELE

La Concepción dam 
opened again as 
capacity is reached

Man reported 
after taking 
sheep on a walk 
in Ojén 
The Guardia Civil have reported 
a man to the Agriculture, Live-
stock and Fisheries department 
of the Junta de Andalucía after 
he was spotted walking a sheep 
through the streets on the out-
skirts of Ojén in breach of the 
state of alarm last week. The 
man failed to produce any form 
of documentation to prove that 
the sheep was his, nor a farm 
registration number.  
The individual was also walking 
a dog which hadn’t had the 
mandatory vaccinations. As a 
result, the Guardia Civil pro-
ceeded to identify him, before 
reporting him for administrative 
infractions of animal health and 
protection regulations.  SUR

AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. Following widespread 
calls from agricultural organisa-
tions and producers, the regional 
government announced on 
Wednesday that it will lift water 
restrictions in the Axarquía, 
which had been in place since 
November, for the remainder of 
the hydrological year (until 30 
September). 

La Viñuela reservoir has received 
some 11 cubic hectometres dur-
ing this recent wet weather spell - 
an amount that represents more 
than half of the area’s irrigation 
needs throughout the hydrologi-
cal year (18.8 hm3).

Junta lifts water 
restrictions on 
irrigation in the 
Axarquía
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COSTA DEL SOL. With everyone 
now almost six weeks into the 
state of alarm, most residents 
on the Costa del Sol are con-

tinuing to show an incredible 
ability to adapt to their new day-
to-day reality. 

Some have seen their nor-
mal activities hampered while 
others are busier than ever and 

have found new, fulfilling ways 
to pass the time. 

If you have your own quar-
antine story, let us know about 
it at surinenglish.su@diario-
sur.es

Reaching out  
from home

JENNIE RHODES 

ALMUÑÉCAR. Emma Gray and  
Paula Rogers who live in Al-
muñécar have come up with  
an inovative plan which offers 
free accommodation to health 
care workers once the corona-
virus lockdown is over.  

“We decided to offer our 
guest room to health care work-
ers via a post shared with 
friends and the response we 
got was phenomenal,” Emma 
explains.  

“We surmised that if we had 
a space to offer free of charge, 
then maybe we could find some 
more people in Spain who 
would host health workers for 
free, for holidays and short 
breaks when the crisis is over.” 

The couple have set up the 
Facebook group Host a Hero 
Holiday and so far have around  
20 hosts around Spain offering 
homes and rooms to heath care 
staff as well as a number of peo-
ple who are interested in tak-
ing up the offer. Emma and 
Paula have already offered their 
room to three people and say 
they “want to host as many  
people as possible”.

“We decided to 
offer our guest 
room to health 
care workers” 

“Disadvantages 
are missing the 
freedom to do 
things as I wish”  

TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA . Other than 
boredom, secretary Mariam 
Phillips and her 11-year-old 
son have not experienced any 
real problems with the lock-
down. Mariam was planning 
to take her driving test before 
the state of alarm was en-
forced and she is hoping to get 
back on track with that after 
the lockdown has finished. 

“I am copying alright, apart 
from missing my friends and 
our regular coffee mornings. 
There are a few advantages of 
the lockdown. It is very peace-
ful and quiet, but the disad-
vantages are missing the free-
dom to move and do things as 
I wish: the lack of physical 
movements is tiring. I am 
passing the time by reading 
and studying, but when my 
eyes are tired from reading, I 
binge on documentaries on 
Netflix.  

“My fears are that the plans 
I had before quarantine will 
not be fulfilled on time as I 
planned it to happen. The first 
thing I’ll do when this is all 
over is sit for my driving ex-
ams, if that is going to be pos-
sible,” she said.

“The advantage is 
keeping in touch 
with our sense of 
humour” 

T. BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Jo Wood is 
surviving the lockdown and 
she is surprised how well her 
two young sons are handling 
the situation, although  she 
does not want to tempt fate.  

“We are trying to keep busy. 
Some days are hard, but this 
just has to be done. I am keep-
ing in touch with friends and 
family via social media, and I 
am also busy with the chil-
dren’s home schooling. I have 
two children who are behav-
ing surprisingly well, although 
I don’t want to jinx myself. We 
have lots of hugs, and the ad-
vantage is finding our strength 
and keeping in touch with our 
sense of humour.” 

Jo claims that she is miss-
ing her freedom and the 
chance to go out for walks, but 
the first thing she plans to do 
when the crisis is over is a trip 
to the hairdressers. 

“I am looking forward to go-
ing out for long walks and bike 
rides when the lockdown is 
lifted. I am also missing my 
friends and long to catch up 
with them. However, we all des-
perately need haircuts.” 

“I publish a photo 
a day of Andalucía 
to remind us all 
that it’s still there” 

J. RHODES 

TORROX. The lockdown put a 
stop to Rob and Sue Bell’s pho-
tography business overnight, 
However, they knew they would 
need to establish a routine to 
keep busy. “We start the day 
with an exercise routine and 
we drafted up a to-do list of all 
the jobs we had been putting 
off,” Rob explains. “One of the 
jobs on the list is going through 
my photograph back catalogue, 
which I am enjoying as it’s 
bringing back memories.” 

Rob publishes one photo of 
Andalucía on Facebook every 
day “to remind us that the 
views are out there waiting for 
us. I have had lots of positive 
feedback and thanks for doing 
this,” he explains. 

On Fridays they take part in 
a virtual coffee morning and 
on Monday evenings they join 
friends in the UK for a quiz and 
Sue has been making masks 
for mascarillasolidariastorrox.  

They also take part in the 
nightly applause, which they 
say is a lively event in Torrox 
with a local DJ playing music 
and neighbours checking up 
on each other.

“We’ve added 
more activity to 
the normal card 
games” 

T. BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. Malaga CF fan 
Graham Edge normally leads 
an energetic outdoor lifestyle, 
but the lockdown has enforced 
several changes to his daily 
routine.   

“My wife and I belong to 
the U3A and we like playing 
padel and walking.  I am 
also a Malaga footie fan.  

“So, life changes in lock-
down. After much sorting 
and deep cleaning of the 
apartment, the fun started. 
We’ve added more activity 
to the normal card and 
Rummikub games. The Wii 
Fit and our old exercise bike 
are helping us to keep fit, 
and my wife is trying to get 
me to line dance, which is 
surprisingly difficult, but 
fun.”   

Graham also enjoys keep-
ing up with his family and he  
is anxious to meet his new 
grandchild. 

“Thank goodness for Face-
time. Technology has enabled 
us to have daily conversations 
and meetings with our new 
granddaughter (who I have 
been unable to meet yet) and 
our grandson.” 

 Mariam Phillips 
  Secretary

 Jo Wood 
 Housewife

 Rob and Sue  Bell 
Photographers

 Graham Edge  
Retiree

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

 Emma and Paula 
Holidays for Heroes
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TORREMOLINOS 

Javier Godínez is just one 
of hundreds of cases of 
Spaniards trapped in 
Colombia with no 
imminent possibility of 
returning to Spain 

TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Torremolinos 
resident Javier Godínez is one of 
thousands of people stranded in 
foreign countries due to the 
health crisis.  

Founder of an NGO called Viaja, 
Disfruta y Ayuda, Javier has spent 
several years travelling to places 
such as the United States, Mex-
ico and Ecuador in order to de-
velop charity projects for people 
in vulnerable situations.  

He arrived in Colombia on 22 
February with the idea of mak-
ing contacts and establishing a 
project for families and schools 
that do not have access to safe 
drinking water.  

This is the second time the 
Torremolinos resident has vis-
ited Colombia, but he is now 
stranded in the country because 
of the coronavirus situation. He 
is one of hundreds of residents 
of Spain trapped in Colombia 
with no imminent possibility of 
returning. There have been no 

commercial flights out of the 
country since 23 March and Ja-
vier believes the situation will 
continue for some time to come, 
although he is hoping that the 
Spanish government will step in 
to rectify the problem. 

“Airspace is closed, so com-
mercial flights are not operating 
and it seems that this situation 
is going to continue until at least 
mid-June. Our only hope is that 
the embassy of Spain in Colom-
bia will organise rescue flights, 
and provide us with the neces-
sary permission to be able to 
travel by land to Bogota, from 
where the plane could depart for 
Madrid,” Javier explained to SUR 
in English.

Local charity worker 
stranded in Colombia 

Javier working on his project 
before the lockdown.  SUR

Nature’s work is not 
affected by the 
coronavirus crisis;   
for the flamingos at  
Fuente de Piedra, life 
goes on as normal 

MATÍAS STUBER
 

MALAGA. Flamingos are rather un-
usual creatures. Their legs bend 
backwards, they open their beaks 
downwards instead of upwards 
and if anything startles them they 
take off and fly in a straight line. 
Right now, however, they provide 
a welcome sign of normality in a 
very strange world.  

The lagoons at Fuente de Pie-
dra had almost dried up, but 
thanks to the recent rain the situa-
tion has improved. They are not 
full, but enough for about 6,000 
pairs of flamingos to return home, 
to the great relief of the local 

community and ecologists. 
A pandemic may be affecting 

the rest of the world, but this natu-
re reserve is like an oasis of calm. 
The biological clock of these 
wetlands, which cover over 1,000 
hectares, doesn’t change and it 
maintains its close relationship 
with life. At the end of May new 
chicks will be born here. They are 
usually ringed in September, an 
event which attracts ornithologists 
and others from all over the world. 
Except, nobody knows whether 
the ringing will be able to take pla-
ce this year.  

Three of us, a photographer, 
cameraman and reporter, went 
in two cars to Fuente de Piedra 
to see for ourselves. We wore face 
masks and latex gloves, of cour-
se, and were stopped by police as 
we left Malaga and took the exit 
for the A-92. The normally busy 
motorway was almost deserted. 
This crisis makes everything 

seem surreal.  
When we arrived, there was no 

activity. The town hall is closed 
and so is the visitors’ centre. No-
body knows when they will open 
again. The mayor, Siro Pachón, 
who is in his office every day over-

seeing the crisis, takes some 
comfort from the return of the fla-
mingos. “This is one of the few pla-
ces in Europe where they nest. 
There are more here now than 
anywhere else,” he says, proudly.  

For a moment the coronavi-

rus crisis disappears at the sight 
of a ribbon of pink and white 
birds appearing on the horizon. 
Nature continues her work. And 
normality will return for the rest 
of us, one day. We just don’t 
know when.

Fuente de Piedra is one of only a few places in Europe where flamingos nest.  SALVADOR SALAS

A rose-coloured oasis 
of calm amid the 
coronavirus storm
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FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. The next household elec-
tricity bills are predicted to go up 
on average by between 10 and 15 
per cent. While there has been a 
fall in power consumption nation-
ally (because of the closure of  
shops, restaurants and industry, 
among other sectors), there has 
been a corresponding increase in 
use of energy at home as more 
people are forced to stay indoors. 

Bill hikes could have been 
greater, however, if it weren’t for 
a fall in the price of electricity 
since March. This dropped by 
nine per cent last month to 8 euro 
cents per kilowatt hour for those 
who aren’t on a monthly plan.  

Energy companies are offering 
payment concessions to compa-
nies and individuals severely af-
fected by the coronavirus crisis.

Households on 
lockdown face about 
15% higher bills for 
electricity despite 
fall in energy prices

So far over 40,000 self-
employed in Andalucía 
have applied for the 
Junta’s 300-euro 
subsidy, among other 
schemes on offer  

SUR
 

MADRID / SEVILLE. About half a 
million companies nationally had 
presented ERTE furloughing 
measures by Wednesday this 
week. Around four million work-
ers have been affected so far, ac-
cording to government data. 

Mindful of the pressure put 
on State finances to cover the 
temporary unemployment bene-
fits and the missed social secu-
rity quota payments, on Tues-
day the government approved 
fines it will apply specifically for 
companies that present false 
ERTE applications.  Amounts 
will be between  6,200 and 
187,000 euros. 

 Work minister, Yolanda Díaz, 
has said that inspectors will check 
every application for fraud. Fines 
could be multiplied by each em-
ployee and companies will have 
to give back all payments made. 

Take-up of Junta support 

Meanwhile, the Junta de Anda-
lucía has been giving details of 
the take-up of its aid programmes 
for regional companies. On Thurs-
day it said that its special-term 
loan schemes for small compa-

nies and self-employed had had 
1,275 requests and that the av-
erage loan value asked for was 
28,000 euros. 

In addition, by Wednesday, al-
most 40,000 regional self-em-
ployed in Andalucía in certain 
types of work had applied online 
for up to 300 euros to cover their 
April social security quota in cases 
where national benefits cannot 
been applied for. 

National data showed this 
week that in March, as the cri-
sis was starting to be felt, there 
were almost 30 per cent fewer 
new company registrations com-
pared to 2019. The Bank of 
Spain is predicting an 11 per 
cent fall in the country’s GDP for 
this year, based on the effect of 
the crisis so far.     

Firms face fines of up to 187k for 
fraudulent furloughing of staff

A man outside a job centre in Madrid earlier this month.  EFE

Keep working at home 
until at least 9 July, says 
government in decree   

The national government ap-
proved more measures this 
week affecting workers in the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

It said that those who can 
work from home will be asked 
to do so until 9 July and people 
who have to care for children or 
older people will still be al-
lowed to reduce their hours un-
til at least the same date. 

As expected, ministers al-
lowed the self-employed to 
move to direct estimation of 
their monthly tax bills.

Fluent Finance 
Abroad was set up by 
Marc Elliott back in 
2006. That was two 
years before the hit of 
the financial crisis 
and resulting credit 
crunch that adversely 
affected the Spanish 
property market. 

While many other financial en-
tities sank without a trace, FFA 
sucessfully navigated their busi-
ness, their partners and their 
clients through that financial 
storm. They gained a great deal 
of unique knowledge along the 
way. Now, 14 years on, they find 
themselves entering into an un-
certain period once again. This 
time the Corona Virus epidemic 
is the catalyst for the tsunami 
which will wreak havoc across 
the lending markets and wider 
economy. While the causes of 
financial turmoil differ, the fall-
out, and how to best pilot your 
way through is a skill which can 
be learnt. As one of the longest-
serving specialist mortgage con-
sultancies in Spain, FFA use the 
benefit of experience gained by 
prevailing through previous tri-
als and tribulations to act as a 
beacon for their clients guiding 
them so they do not have to put 
their purchase plans on hold 
and can still realise their Span-
ish property dreams.  

They know that there are 
many practical minded people 
who can see beyond current cir-
cumstances towards a brighter 
future which includes owner-
ship of a holiday home in Spain. 
They know that, as a company, 
they are best placed to offer ap-
propriate and qualified guidance 

during this difficult period. All 
staff at Fluent Finance Abroad 
are industry veterans forged in 
fire, who have all been through 
various crises, downturns and 
recessions over the years and 
are still here to tell the tales. 
Over the last few years they have 
seen new companies set up as 
competition to them but none 
of these new firms have the track 
record pedigree and know the 
form of working with Spanish 
banks when things get tough as 
is now. In moments like these 
you need to be speaking to in-
dustry professionals who have 
long-standing relationships with 
the lenders, have been there be-
fore and have a history of deliv-
ering during difficult times. They 
are not fly by nights; they don’t 
shirk or disappear at the first 
sign of a hindrance within lend-
ing. Since 2006 they have been 
committed to continual devel-
opment as a company, stand-
ing with clients and represent-
ing them when difficulties arise. 
After all, we are all in this to-
gether and will get through this 
together; Fluent Finance Abroad 
is the team you can rely on. 

If you have committed to pur-
chasing a Spanish property ei-
ther by signing up to an off-plan 
deal, rent to buy or you have 
agreed a resale and placed a 
non-negotiable deposit and you 
are concerned about having 
enough liquidity to complete 
your purchase, then get in touch 
with Fluent Financial Abroad. 

The team at Fluent Finan-
cial Abroad will be able to of-
fer you advice to ensure that you 
know exactly what your options 
are, and implement the right 
plan in order for you to complete 
with minimal anxiety. 

For clear, concise Spanish 
mortgage advice, contact FFA 
on: +34 952 853 647.

ADVERTORIAL: FLUENT FINANCE ABROAD

TRUSTWORTHY 

ADVICE IN 

TUMULTOUS TIMES
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The province has seen its 
biggest demographic 
growth in the past 
decade, as more 
foreigners have registered 
at their town halls 

MALAGA. Last year the province 
of Malaga saw its greatest demo-
graphic growth in a decade, with 
23,629 more people in its mu-
nicipalities, just over half of all 
those in Andalucía (46,021). In 
fact, Malaga is the first province 
in the region and the fourth in 
Spain in terms of population in-
crase, according to the updated  
statistics on 1 January 2020. Its 
total population grew by 1.42 
per cent, to 1,685,414 people. 

This latest increase in Malaga 
(the sixth consecutive gain since 
2014) was mainly due to more 
foreign residents registering on 
the ‘padrón’, the municipal 
population registers. 

 Of the 23,629 inhabitants 
gained by the province in 2019, 
about 70 per cent (16,639) were 
not Spanish. There are now 
253,153 people of foreign ori-
gin registered as living in 
Malaga, 15 per cent of the total 
population of the province. How-
ever, this is still below the re-
cord achieved in 2013, when 
there were more than 296,000 
foreign residents.  

The biggest increase was 
among British residents, and 
these were already the most nu-
merous in the province: a fur-
ther 2,321 people from the UK 
were registered in 2019.  

This is believed to be due to 
the wave of British residents in 
coastal resorts such as Mijas, 
Fuengirola and Marbella regis-
tering because of Brexit.  

The British community has 
now recovered in number after 
several years in which its num-
bers dropped on the Costa del 
Sol due to a combination of fac-
tors, such as ageing and a loss 
of purchasing power. 

 Now, the province has around 
50,000 residents with a British 
passports, although this is still 
quite a long way from the figure 
at times in the past.   

The greatest increases 
After the British, the nationali-
ties whose numbers increased 
the most in Malaga province last 

year were from Colombia 
(+1,779), Morocco (+1,603), 
Venezuela (+1,464), Italy 
(+1,461), Argentina (+1,006), 
Paraguay (+683), Russia (+478), 
Brazil (+383) and Nicaragua 
(+433).  

By continent, Europe and 
America were almost equal as 
places of origin, with increases 
of 7,001 and 6,984, respectively. 
Africa provided 1,713 new in-
habitants, and Asia 941. 

On the other hand, the growth 
in native population was very 
small: of the 23,629 new inhabi-
tants, only 2,084 were born in 
Malaga. This is further evidence 
that immigration lies behind 
much of the province’s popula-
tion growth, with newcomers ar-
riving from other parts of Spain 
as well as abroad.  

Only 64 per cent of people 
who live in Malaga at present 
were born here. There are 
336,976 people who were born 
abroad, 142,000 from other 
provinces in Andalucía, 29,000 
from Madrid, and just over 
19,000 Catalonians, 8,500 from 
the Basque Contry and 7,000 
from Extremadura, among other 
‘malagueños’ who have chosen 
it as their home. 

On a national level 
The resident population in Spain 
as a whole had reached a record 
47,431,256 on 1 January this 
year, thanks to foreigners mov-
ing to the country.  

The annual growth was 
405,048 people (about 0.9%), of 
whom 386,320 were foreign. The 
largest numbers came from 
Venezuela, Colombia and Peru.  

NURIA TRIGUERO 
 

Malaga gains 23,629 inhabitants 
in a year with the biggest rise 
among British nationals
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This latest increase was 
mainly due to more 
foreign residents 
registering on the ‘padrón’

Only 64 per cent of people 
who live in Malaga 
province at this present 
time were born here

Population in the province of Malaga (Evolution by year)

Total population Foreigners

Population by country of birth

Population 2019

Source: INE
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T
his week, Spain’s econ-
omy minister Nadia Cal-
viño highlighted some-

thing that the EU has always 
struggled with when handing out 
aid packages, providing loans or 
setting fiscal targets for its mem-
ber states. “It cannot be that 
some countries are able to sup-
port their economies in a more 
generous manner than others,” 
she said in an interview with the 
UK’s Financial Times.  

Calviño’s statement raises the 

question of how the EU should 
deal with economic inequality 
among its members, especially 
in times of crisis. As Spain sees 
it, Brussels’ challenge is to en-
sure that each country has the 
amount of financial support it 
needs to combat the effects of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, taking 
into account the fact that mem-
bers such as Germany and 
France have more of their own 
resources than Spain and Italy 
(the deeper question, of course, 

is whether an institution with 
such overarching responsibili-
ties and powers is either practi-
cal or desirable in the first 
place).  

Spain’s latest proposal, which 
was due to be discussed at an EU 
video summit held on Thursday, 
is that Brussels issue debt-fi-
nanced grants, rather than 
loans, to help its members deal 
with the economic effects of C19, 
which some experts predict 
could be up to €1.5 trillion 
across the bloc as a whole. These 
would augment the €500-million 
aid package already agreed upon 
by eurozone finance ministers. 

The grant idea is likely to reig-
nite a classic EU argument, with 
wealthier countries resisting the 
call to shoulder poorer mem-
bers’ debts, thus inviting the 
charge of lack of solidarity. This 

frequently rehearsed debate re-
veals one of Brussels’ most com-
plex and divisive tasks - namely, 
adjusting its fiscal packages and 
goals to suit countries with often 
wildly differing economies and 
priorities. Keeping everyone 
happy, in other words.  

Meanwhile, the Spanish gov-
ernment is being criticised at 
home for the increasingly 
opaque and improvisatory na-
ture of its response to Covid-19.  
Speaking in congress on 
Wednesday, the leader of the 
Basque National Party de-
scribed Pedro Sánchez’s ap-
proach as “based on imprecise, 
contradictory and unconsulted 
announcements”.  

Sánchez’s government is go-
ing to be slammed by vote-seek-
ing opponents whatever it does, 
but this was a justified accusa-

tion: the continually extended 
quarantine measures seem to 
be unsupported by logic or a 
medium-term plan, as was 
demonstrated this week by the 
rapid U-turn over children’s 
freedom of movement.  

In the Financial Times inter-
view, Calviño also said that the 
government is likely to give up 
on trying to pass a budget for 
2020. Rather than direct some 
of its attention to a key domes-
tic problem, then, Spain’s mi-
nority administration is fo-
cused on convincing the EU to 
finance a coordinated, levelling 
response to the pandemic - one 
that adequately addresses its 
poorer members’ requirements 
without pushing them further 
into debt. It’s hard to say who 
has the more difficult task, Ma-
drid or Brussels.

Grant 
application

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

The main political parties 
have agreed that cross-
party initiatives to steer 
Spain out of the Covid-19 
crisis will be discussed in a 
parliamentary commission 

SUR
 

MADRID. The government won 
the support of MPs on Wednes-
day to officially extend the state 
of alarm. In another virtual ses-
sion, with most MPs watching at 
home, the extra government 
powers first authorised from 15 
March will continue until at least 
9 May, as expected.  

As part of the debate in par-
liament, there was much talk of 
what the scaling down of restric-
tions would look like. 

Prime Minister, Pedro Sán-
chez estimated that, in the view 
of Ministers,  “the second half 
of May” would be the moment 
for a “new normal” with the loos-
ening of lockdown and business 
activity restrictions.  

However the PM is increas-
ingly finding an opposition hos-
tile to the PSOE-Unidas Podemos 
coalition government’s handling 
of the crisis. 

The leader of the main oppo-
sition party, the conservative  
Partido Poplar, Pablo Casado 
tried in vain to get Sánchez to 
take blame, and the PM limited 
himself to admitting “errors” 
had been made, just as had hap-
pened “in all countries”.  

 The PM said he was “pru-
dently  optimistic” about the 
pandemic scenario. 

He added that there will be a 
“winding down” of lockdown  in 
order not to “make any false 
moves”. 

He said the moment would be 
from the end of the latest exten-
sion (to May 9), if the numbers 
of new cases and deaths contin-
ued to fall. 

However, no details of those 
next stages were given. “We’ll 
be going from a strict confine-
ment to a more relaxed one,” he 
said. 

Progress on pacts  

Meanwhile there was progress 
this week on future large-scale 
cross-party cooperation meas-
ures to help Spain out of the        
crisis.  

The government agreed to the 
opposition PP party’s proposals 

that talks could take place within 
the context of a parliamentary 
special commission, rather        
than behind closed doors at gov-
ernment offices as originally 
suggested. 

The exact format has still to 
be decided and the final shape 
of the commission is expected  
to be known within a few days.  

Sánchez talks of the ‘new 
normal’ in speech to MPs   

Sánchez talked with PP leader, Pablo Casado, via videolink on Monday.  EP

DAVID GUADILLA / N.H.
 

MADRID. Communication ex-
perts have been picking apart 
Pedro Sánchez’s  televised ad-
dresses during lockdown. They 
say the PM has been using 
phrases based on those of his-
toric figures in order to get 
across his message of “being 
united” in times of crisis. 

On 20 January 1961, John 
F. Kennedy said, “Ask not what 
your country can do for you, 
but what you can do for your 
country.” On 4 April 2020, Pe-
dro Sánchez said, in Spanish, 
“We ought to move on from 
what others can do for me, to 
what I can do for others.”  

Observers have also de-
tected the influence of Win-
ston Churchill. On 7 June, 1940 
he said, “We shall fight on the 
beaches, we shall fight on the 
landing grounds, we shall fight 
in the fields and in the streets, 
we shall fight in the hills; we 
shall never surrender.” Sán-
chez appeared to adopt the 
same theme on 17 March this 
year. “Although the contagion 
figures overwhelm us, we shall  
resist. Although the economic 
impact worries us, we shall re-
sist. Although we find it hard 
to keep up morale. United we 
shall resist the strikes of the 
pandemic. We shall never sur-
renter and we shall overcome.” 

“There’s no harm in using 
good things,” said Pedro Mar-
fil, a university politics lecturer,  
“But you can’t make it look like 
they are your own.” Experts also 
feel that the PM’s speeches go 
on too long and should be kept 
“to ten minutes”.

Prime Minister 
channels speeches 
of Kennedy and 
Churchill in tough 
bid to unite nation  

SPAIN

ALMERIA 

Key Daesh terrorist 
held with help of UK 

SUR.  One of the most wanted 
terrorist members of Daesh was 
arrested in a spectacular raid 
in the centre of Almeria on Mon-
day morning. Two others were 
also held. Egyptian-born Abdel 
Bary is said to have slipped into 
Spain during lockdown and 
rented a property. Bary is be-
lieved to be one of Daesh’s chief 
executioners of Westerners. Brit-
ain’s MI6 supported the lead-
up to the Spanish operation,

IN BRIEF

BADALONA 

Town’s mayor held for 
lockdown drink- driving   

SUR.  The mayor of Badalona 
(Catalonia) was held on Tues-
day night for breaking the lock-
down rules and being drunk in 
his vehicle with his dog. Álex 
Pastor, of the Socialist party, was 
stopped by police after hitting 
objects on a pavement in the 
centre of Barcelona. He is al-
leged to have bitten and kicked 
officers, saying “You don’t know 
who I am.” He has resigned.  

PAMPLONA 

Famous bull-running 
festival called off  

SUR.  The world-famous San 
Fermín festival in Pamplona, 
northern Spain, which includes 
the running of the bulls, has 
been called off due to Covid-
19. It is the first time since 
1938 in the Spanish Civil War 
that the July event has been 
cancelled before starting. 
Seville’s huge Feria de Abril, 
due to start on 29 April, was 
also called off this week.  

The PM is increasingly 
finding an opposition 
hostile to the PSOE-Unidas 
Podemos coalition 
government 
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The first move will be to 
allow over-70s to take 
exercise every day if 
they so wish, but it will 
be under strictly 
controlled conditions  

GIBRALTAR. The government is 
planning a gradual easing of the 
lockdown measures which were 
introduced a month ago, as the 
coronavirus statistics show few 
new cases and a high recovery 
rate. However, it warns that the 
easing of restrictions will have 
to be in the form of an orderly 
and phased release, one which 
can be reversed at any time and 
which is dependent on a series 
of criteria. 

 At Tuesday’s press conference, 
deputy chief minister Dr Joseph 
Garcia stressed that “each step 
in the process will be followed by 
a pause, in order to monitor the 
effects of relaxation. We will 

loosen, but understand that we 
may need to tighten again, for 
there is no proven path for re-
lease and we are in unchartered 
waters where every country faces 
different challenges. We do too”. 

One of the first measures will 
be to allow over-70s to take exer-
cise if they so wish, but this will 
be under strict conditions. The 
government has discussed the 
idea of a ‘Golden Hour’, a certain 
time of the day when elderly peo-
ple can go for a walk in a desig-

nated area where they will come 
into contact with fewer other 
people. 

Gibraltar’s over-70s were the 
first to be confined to home be-
cause the virus has proven to be 
particularly deadly for older peo-
ple. They are able to go out for es-
sential purposes, such as to buy 
food or go to the chemist, but have 
been strongly encouraged to stay 
indoors whenever possible. Al-
though some have welcomed the 
idea of the chance of outdoor ex-
ercise every day, others are more 
critical, saying they would prefer 
to have more freedom regarding 
where and when they go for a walk. 

The government is keen for peo-
ple in general to be aware that they 
should not let down their guard. 
Dr Garcia stressed that a surge in 
the virus could still be to come, 
and it is vital that everybody re-
spects the lockdown and social 
distancing measures. 

Apparently not everybody has 
complied. Police commissioner 
Ian McGrail says officers have 
stopped several hundred people 
who were outside with no good 
reason, including socialising with 
friends or going for a drive. 

Gibraltar draws up cautious 
plans to start easing lockdown

Gib is quiet during lockdown.  SUR

IN BRIEF

ENVIRONMENT 

Air quality is steadily 
improving 

D.B.  Gibraltar’s air quality has 
continued to improve through-
out the month-long lockdown, 
and the difference is particularly 
noticeable on weekdays as the 
amount of traffic has been so 
much lower than normal.  

The pollutants such as nitro-
gen dioxide, combined oxides 
of nitrogen and particulate mat-
ter PM 10 and 25 which have 
been monitored so far come 
from burning fossil fuels as in 
power generation, road traffic, 
shipping and aviation. The dif-
ference is evident in most of 
Gibraltar, but especially the Eu-

roport area, Devils’ Tower Road, 
Gibdockand the South District.  

Reductions in emissions 
from across the Bay in Spain 
will also have helped to improve 
the air quality in Gibraltar.  

Particulate matter is down.  SUR

POLITICS 

US jet denied passage by 
Seville air traffic control 

D.B.  There was some concern in 
Gibraltar and the USA this week 
after an American Hercules air-
craft flying over Gibraltar was al-
legedly denied passage by Air 
Traffic Control in Seville on its 
second approach, despite hav-
ing already been cleared by the 
ATC on the Rock.  

The matter was picked up by 
US political advisor Luke Coffey, 
the director of foreign policy at 
The Heritage Foundation think 
tank, who tweeted his concern at 
this action by a NATO ally and 
opened a Twitter thread on the 
background to Spanish regula-
tions regarding aircraft travel-
ling to Gibraltar. 

Chief minister Fabian Picardo, 
who retweeted Mr Coffey’s com-
ments, described the US as “an 
ally and friend for centuries”. 

DEBBIE  
BARTLETT
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LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

An old saying say goes, ‘Every cloud has a silver 
lining’. It means that after something bad, we can 
always expect something better. Some of this is 
luckily happening already: Russia sending aid to 
Italy, China to Spain and even Israel is offering 
assistance to the occupied territories. 

We see strange things. Last night when we went 
to the window to applaud everyone who is risk-
ing their lives for us, several National Police and 
Local Police cars went by a few times  with their 
sirens on. We all applauded and shouted ‘Well 
done’. And I said strange because normally with 
whatever type of police we see, we have a little 
bit of resentment and yet here we praise them. 

 So I reached the conclusion that out of this 
damn pandemic comes something good; police 
from different types of forces fraternising like 
brothers when they wouldn’t have mixed with 
each other, as for a time we are putting to one 
side hymns, homelands and flags as there is plenty 
of time for that. 

 And, as I said at the beginning, from my point 
of view, I want to reach out and hug everyone. 
And when this is over, I’ll give one in person to 
everyone that I mention below who  I come across.    

To all healthcare workers, security forces, army, 
firefighters, shop and supermarket assistants, 
delivery people, cleaning services, pharmacies, 
cleaners, volunteers and all those following lock-
down instructions to the letter at this difficult 
time. 

Apologies in advance, as I am sure to have 
missed somebody out. I want all those to get my 
hug, my support and my thanks. 

Thank you all of you.  JUAN BALLESTEROS

Showers of affection

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

A s the old - and some-
what lame joke - goes, 
nostalgia’s a thing of the 

past. It’s never really been some-
thing that has stirred my pas-
sions, truth be told. All those ra-
dio stations playing ‘golden old-
ies’ give me the shivers, quite 
frankly - Kenny Loggins, any-
one?  

There’s a Spanish radio sta-
tion, which is catnip to taxi driv-
ers, that’s actually called Nos-
talgia. No, really, that’s its name. 
Well, at least you can’t fault their 
honesty as they pour out over-
wrought sixties ballads by the 
bucketload and passengers in-
sist on being dropped off a mile 
before their destination.  

Likewise, those 80s theme 
nights in pubs and bars are to 
be avoided at all costs - I lived 
through that godforsaken dec-
ade in real life and it was, let me 
tell you youngsters, a total night-
mare. Or maybe it was just me 

who couldn’t stand The Smiths, 
‘alternative’ (shouty) comedy, 
horrible men’s jumpers and 
football violence. 

Imagine my shock, then, as 
over the last few weeks, I’ve suc-
cumbed to the odd nostalgic 
musing. Don’t worry, I didn’t dig 
out any Thompson Twins al-
bums, principally because like 
any sane person, I’ve never 
owned any, but I did find myself 
looking up old addresses where 
I’d lived and thinking about fam-
ily history and stuff like that.  

To put this in context, I’m 
somebody who possesses very 
few photographs (maybe twenty 
in total) and who - if the conver-
sation turns to all our yester-
days - scarpers for the nearest 
exit at a high rate of knots. The 
present is usually quite enough 
to be going on with, thank you, 
and any spare head space can 
be most profitably used think-
ing about future plans. That, at 

least, has always been my phi-
losophy hitherto. Things have, 
however, changed. 

All this uncertainty and in-
stability has caused us all to 
stop and contemplate the 
deeper things and, given that 
there’s nothing much happen-
ing in the present and it’s nigh 
on impossible to make future 
plans, what else can we do but 
find solace in the warm fuzz of 
nostalgia? And it is a warm fuzz, 
make no mistake  - a comfort-
able old blanket of safety and 
rose-tinted happiness. The 
more I’ve delved into its wel-
coming embrace, the more I’ve 
enjoyed the experience. 

So, it rather looks like I’ve 
been quite mistaken all these 
years; nostalgia can be a good 
thing if it’s not over done - food 
for the soul in disconcerting 
times. 

I still draw the line at Kenny 
Loggins, though.

Hobbies and passed times
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W aiters on the Costa del Sol lack 
that epic label afforded to the 
miners of Asturias or the tex-

tile workers of Catalonia, or the poor 
country folk proletarianised in the fac-
tories of Madrid, the blast furnaces of 
Vizcaya or the Galician shipyards. 

When the classic political left built the 
cultural symbols it has carried with it to 

this day, hotel cleaners didn’t form part 
of any of their archetypal collectives and 
the tourism industry didn’t exist as such. 
The closest thing to what today is the 
economic sector that makes this prov-
ince work was merely an eccentric pas-
time of a few romantic travellers with no 
financial hardships. 

When the emotional guidelines that 

seem to still steer the political left were 
created, it signed up to the theory that 
the power that would transform the world 
was the industrial workforce. 

But the world has not followed the 
course that was expected in those days, 
the changes went in a different direction 
and now the majority of the world’s in-
dustry has moved to China, with the re-
sults we all are aware of today. 

 It would be absurd to reproach the 
theorists and activists from a century 
ago for not being able to foresee that tour-
ism, which then did not exist, would be-
come one of the main economic sectors 
in the world and the means of survival 
for millions of people in all corners of 
the planet. 

However since then the most ortho-
dox left wing has had plenty of time to 
understand what tourism is, but it some-
times feels like they haven’t been able, 
or known how, to grasp that yet. 

The statements made by the Employ-
ment minister last week, considering the 
season closed until the end of the year, 
without a hint of understanding of the 
real extent of the drama that she was an-
nouncing, could be explained, in an at-
tempt to find an explanation, by that his-
torical, and at this stage unacceptable, 
cultural incomprehension. 

A long time ago now tourism stopped 
being entertainment for a privileged few 
and became the bread and butter for 
many. It ought to be taken more seriously.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
HÉCTOR BARBOTTA

Tourism and the left

Woman
Abuser 
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W
ell, as you might imag-
ine, in a time of na-
tional lockdowns, 

countrywide state of emergencies, 
‘indefinite’ international travel 
bans, and social distancing, writ-
ing an upbeat holiday and tourism 
column might seem a challenge! 

Yet just as we are inspired by 
stories of individuals who find in-
ner strength and courage when 
facing what might seem insur-
mountable challenges, so too we 
can feel uplifted by how our fami-
lies, communities and also busi-
nesses have come together in this 
time of crisis. This is also true of 
the travel sector, where sudden 
and dramatic changes, although 
damaging to this important part 
of the world economy, have be-
come a catalyst for innovation. 

So this month I speak with travel 
entrepreneurs about their busi-
nesses here in Southern Spain, dis-

covering how they are dealing with 
the present crisis, and their in-
sights into how they anticipate 
travel will look in the near future. 

Hope and optimism 
I am lifted by the optimism I feel 
within the sector, despite the ob-
vious hardships that many small 
travel business owners are expe-
riencing, with a sudden decline in 
revenue and in many cases, a tsu-
nami of cancellations. 

Manni Coe, founder of boutique 
tour operator, Toma & Coe, is feel-
ing bullish: “Looking at current re-
covery trends in China, as travel 
bans begin to lift, I am encouraged 
to be optimistic. I believe we will 
begin to see a return of visitors by 
the end of the summer. Obviously, 
it will take a while for travel confi-
dence to bounce back but Anda-
lucía is a reference in worldwide 
tourism and will therefore recover 

more quickly. Am I being unrealis-
tic? I hope not...” 

Sam Lester, founder of Tailor-
made Andalucia, agrees, “the travel 
industry will regain its strength 
faster than we expect”. But he sees 
changes: “Initially there may be a 
trend for holiday durations to be 
shorter, for the overall balance of 
a holiday to be more rural, with 
less time in densely populated cit-
ies; and people will book their trips 
closer to travel dates.” 

Eduardo Blanco, a high-end 
travel designer based in Seville, is 
cautiously hopeful too. “Travel will 
take off slowly but will recover 
faster than expected. People will 
search for more local experiences 
far from crowds and favour do-
mestic travel. Regarding luxury 
travel, I believe the trend will be 
shorter trips, off-the-beaten-path.” 

Lynsey Drake, the founder of La 
Rosilla, provider of rural Malaga 

food and culture day trips and ex-
periences, has been maintaining 
a positive attitude during the lock-
down “by sharing recipes, food vid-
eos and menu plans with online 
followers and past guests”.  

She continues, “In the near fu-
ture, should we not be able to travel 
far, there are always new places to 
explore locally and with the myriad 
traditions and flavours in Anda-
lucía it will be an exciting and up-
lifting time for us all. For the fu-
ture we plan to extend our serv-
ices to included hiking tours in the 
Malaga mountains with delicious 
picnics; and go back to our roots 
with our famous  ‘Supper-club on 
the Terrace’ where La Rosilla all 
began.” 

Domestic travel 
As residents in Andalucía we are 
more fortunate than most, since 
we have one of Europe’s most 

compelling and diverse holiday 
destinations right on our door-
step. Earlier this month Prime 
Minister Pedro Sánchez said in a 
televised address that from May, 
“we will begin taking the first 
steps towards a new normality”. 

Although government minis-
ters have been tight-lipped about 
confirming any timescales for the 
return of non-essential travel, I 
truly hope it will be possible to 
travel domestically by the sum-
mer. Once couples and families 
have the freedom to travel to-
gether in a car, Andalucía will be 
waiting for us - and the trend will 
surely be towards rural pursuits 
away from the crowds. 

Manni Coe continues, “We al-
ready have a focus on rural An-
dalucía, our first love, but after 
the lockdown, we will concentrate 
a lot more on all our rural activi-
ties; walking, wine tasting, bird 
watching, nature reserves, and 
white villages. Of course, we love 
the cities, but we feel our strength 
is in the mountain villages and 
rural experiences, focusing on 
areas that have not been affected 
by coronavirus.” 

Independent travel will in-
crease, and this can only be good 
news for these business owners 
I spoke to. Víctor Garrido, owner 
and Malaga guide at We Love 
Malaga confirms, “We will see a 
growth in independent travellers, 
where they arrange their own 
transportation, accommodation 
and tours.” 

In the new age of social dis-
tancing, the types of trips and 
holidays these independent trav-
ellers will seek will be different 
from before.  

For our first tentative adven-
tures, we might skip the oppor-
tunity to board an aircraft for a 
long-haul flight or stay at mega 
resort. Instead short-haul and in-
timate will be preferred. 

Family and friends 
Nicky Morris Goodman, who has 
fallen in love with the “timeless, 
ravishing beauty of Seville” is the 
creative energy behind the reno-
vation of some characterful prop-
erties in the city, which she offers 
for private holiday rentals.  

She says of near future travel, 
“I think that we will have an ap-
petite to spend time and share 
experiences with those that we 
love and care for, with a renewed 
vigour for life. We will have a fresh 
appreciation of our liberty and 
the joy of freedom of movement. 
Private vacation rentals offer a 
sense of comfort and intimacy 
that allow us time and space to 
relax and reconnect - the perfect 
antidote to the difficult days.” 

I am tempted to agree. The in-
timacy and security of a family 

 Changing times.  Local experts 
and entrepreneurs share their 
insights into holiday trends in 
the time of coronavirus

Preparing 
for a new  
era of travel 
and tourism
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trip, staying in a single property 
and sharing travel experiences 
looks set to be the ‘new normal’.  

Annie, of Annie B’s Kitchen, 
also anticipates changes in book-
ing habits for her food, wine and 
culture experiences.  

“I see my tours and classes be-
coming 100% private, for fami-
lies, couples or friends travelling 
together rather than being open 
to people joining together,” she 
explains. 

Lindsay Gregory, creator of The 
Luxury Villa Collection believes, 
“there will be a tendency away 
from massive hotel resorts and 
cruises, towards more private 
home rentals and single-family 
residences as a ‘safer’ option, at 
least until the nerves die down”. 

Like many in the sector, she re-
mains optimistic that the travel 
will bounce back once restrictions 
are lifted. She continues, “Every-
one has been so understanding 
and yet deeply disappointed at 
having to put on hold their much-
needed family time away (as well 
as weddings, family birthdays, 
and corporate events...) so we have 
high hopes that the industry will 
spring back as soon as it is safe 
to travel again: after all, the world 
will need desperately to top up its 
vitamin D levels!” 

My Local Concierge is a Mar-
bella-based luxury lifestyle and 
property management company. 
Director Fay Wallis sees that the 
virus has divided travellers into 
those who will “have a fear of trav-
elling; and then others for whom 
it will be the first thing that they 
want to do once restrictions are 
lifted. Nonetheless, I do think the 
trend for leisure will be towards 
shorter distance travel rather than 
long-haul for a time. That’s why 
we’re redoubling our effort in our 
property management services 
and the My Local Concierge App 
for owners here in Southern 
Spain,” she says. 

Meaningful and authentic 
Ian Rutter and Andrew Watson, 
owners of the boutique Bed & 

Breakfast Casa Higueras in the 
Granada village of Moclin have 
created the MyTravelPledge.com 
campaign offering free short-stays 
to nominated, and selected 
healthcare workers, once the 
health crisis subsides. Ian ex-
plains, “Our Bed & Breakfast, high 
in the hills above Granada, is a 
perfect place to forget about co-
ronavirus, and we have offered a 
number of free stays to NHS hos-

pital staff as a gesture of thanks.”  
Going forward he sees the 

trend in travel to be, “culturally 
based and experience-focused 
travel. For Spain, this might be a 
good time to concentrate actively 
on attracting high value experi-
ence travellers to come and dis-
cover the stunning treasures of 
inland Spain. For our holiday 
creative courses, the core phi-
losophy is to provide an immer-
sive cultural and creative expe-
rience.” 

If staying in a uniquely stylish 
private home, luxe villa or charm-
ing B&B doesn’t appeal, then 
maybe hitting the road in a mo-
torhome does. Even before Co-
vid-19 spread and changed our 
lives, campervan holidays were 
experiencing a huge surge in 
popularity as travellers sought 
the freedom of this most inde-
pendent way of travel. 

Gonzalo Ros, who runs the fam-
ily firm Flamenco Campers, based 
near Malaga, says, “Slow tourism 

is going to grow, travelling inde-
pendently away from the crowds, 
discovering wonderful natural, 
rural places. The focus will be on 
more responsible and sustain-
able tourism.”  

Hotels, guest houses, holiday 
rentals and campervans will all 
need to revaluate their approach 
to cleaning and disinfecting. For 
example, Gonzalo continues, “For 
the safety and confidence of our 
travellers, we have implemented 
new cleaning and disinfection 
procedures in the vehicles of our 
fleet, using disinfectant and anti-
microbial cleaning products that 
are certified by the Ministry of 
Health, as well as offering com-
prehensive interior disinfection 
using portable Ozone/UV light 
machines.” 

Travel professionalism will be 
the guarantee that travellers look 
for. Eduardo Blanco, says, “I be-
lieve travellers will be increas-
ingly cautious. They will value 
more than ever the role of a travel 
advisor, to offer expertise and se-
curity. They will also use compre-
hensive travel insurances too.” 

Making a difference 
Authenticity and mindfulness are 
certainly recurring notions in 
these conversations with the 
travel entrepreneurs. The crisis 
will mean that the way we travel, 
and our expectations may never 
be the same. 

Ignacio Soto, the talent behind 
Nature Tarifa, truly believes we 
will all be looking to the “experi-
ential side of travel; travel that 
helps us understand and appre-
ciate the essence of life, and our 
role in today’s world.” 

Iván Ricoy, travel planner and 
owner of Genuine Andalusia 
agrees, “I personally feel that 
more people will search for mean-
ingful journeys,” he says. “I also 
believe that travellers will want 
to make a positive impact on com-
munities, families and businesses 
that have suffered because of the 
coronavirus. That will influence 
clients’ travel style,” he adds.  

“People will want to see that 
they are helping others through 
their travels. At Genuine Anda-
lusia, we design and conduct 
tours that generate interaction 
with the local community. This 
has allowed me to appreciate the 
very positive impact that my 
guests’ travel has in southern 
Spain. We will see much more of 
this in the future.” 

The temporary ‘freezing’ of 
travel has also given small busi-
nesses time to revaluate their way 
of working. The travel sector has 
in the past shown itself to be 
amazingly resilient when faced 
with challenges such as economic 
downturns, natural disasters, and 
even terrorism. There is an in-
herent strength in the human 
spirit, that when the going gets 
tough, the tough get going. For 
small businesses owners, it has 
provided the time to take a fresh 
perspective to prepare for the fu-
ture. 

Sam Lester explains, “We’re 
using this time to become a more 
‘modern’ company, incorporat-
ing new apps and products that 
will enrich our travellers’ expe-
riences whilst never losing our 
personal touch. We are always 
looking at ways of introducing 
our travellers to real people, ar-
tisans, locals and interesting in-
dividuals whilst they are here in 
Andalucía. Many monuments are 
must-sees, but it is the people that 
make a trip unforgettable.” 

Despite the temptation to feel 
anxiety about the future, I am 
positive. Confinement will end 
and we will be able to celebrate 
our freedom by heading to the 
mountains, walking on the beach, 
seeing families and loved ones, 
and of course going on a trip. 

Ignacio Soto, of Nature Tarifa, 
will head out onto the water once 
the lockdown is relaxed. He tells 
me, “I’ll sail and navigate the wa-
ters of the Strait, to breathe in the 
fresh air, and feel and listen to 
the sea again!” 

Here’s to future travel, and that 
wonderful feeling of freedom!

TRAVEL

As residents in Andalucía 
we are more fortunate 
than most, since we have 
one of Europe’s most 
compelling and diverse 
holiday destinations right 
on our doorstep

Manni Coe (back left) on a Toma & Coe rural adventure.  SUR

Sam Lester (left) of Tailormade Andalucia.  SUR
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Your guide to boutique Andalu-
cian accommodation and travel 
planners. 

Flamenco Campers 

This family firm, which offers a 
modern fleet of motorhomes and 
campervans ideal for couples 
and families, is run by founder 
Gonzalo Ros. Flamenco Camp-
ers inspires a fun way to explore 
southern Spain for the independ-
ent traveller. 

 Website.    flamencocam-
pers.com 

 Instagram. @flamencocam-
pers 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/flamencocampers/ 

 

Genuine Andalusia  

Iván Ricoy is director and foun-
der of Genuine Andalusia, a com-
pany that offers private tours and 
experiences aimed at connect-
ing travellers with the Andalu-
sian culture and lifestyle, food 
and wine, and outdoors and na-
ture - defined by comfort, beauty 
and authenticity. 

 Website.    www.genuineanda-
lusia.com 

 Instagram. @genuine_anda-
lusia 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/genuineandalusia 

 

The Luxury Villa Collection 

The Luxury Villa Collection, a 
hand-picked portfolio of private 
luxury villas to rent in beautiful 

locations around Andalucía, is 
the creation of Lindsay Gregory. 
She selects unique properties 
with private pools and creates 
special holidays with concierge 
services and housekeeping in-
cluded during each stay. 

 Website.    theluxuryvillacol-
lection.com 

 Instagram.  @theluxuryvil-
laco 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/TheLuxuryVillaCol-
lection/ 

 

Toma & Coe 

Manni Coe is without doubt an 
expert on southern Spain. His 
holiday firm has grown signifi-
cantly over the years, providing 
tours and unique experiences 
for the discerning traveller. His 
team are specialists in rural An-
dalucía with a focus on food and 
wine. 

 Website.   www.tomaand-
coe.com           

 Instagram. @tomaandcoe 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/TOMAandCOE/ 

 
Hola Seville 

Nicky Morris Goodman has cre-
ated Hola Seville, an intimate col-
lection of historic, characterful 
city properties that she has re-
stored and offered for rental. In 
her own words, these “lovingly 
restored, beautiful spaces are 
your home-from-home in 
Seville”. 

Nicky’s homes are also avail-
able through the #MyTravelP-
ledge campaign, for nominated 

healthcare workers to enjoy. 

 Website.    www.ho-
laseville.com 

 Instagram.  @holaseville 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/holaseville/ 

 

My Local Concierge 

Fay Wallis is the energy behind 
this luxury lifestyle and property 
management company, based in 
Puerto Banús. Services encom-
pass Villa Rental, Property Man-
agement, Concierge and Event 
Planning, for visitors and locals. 

 Website.   www.mylocalconci-
erge.com 

 Instagram.  @mylocalconci-
erge 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/MyLocalConcierge/ 

 

La Rosilla 

Lynsey Drake has created La 
Rosilla, which showcases the 
lifestyle and food of rural Anda-
lucía. Services embrace cater-
ing, private dining and events, 
as well as paella cooking days, 
gourmet days, and cooking and 
culture tours - it’s all about 
bringing people together with 
the love of food.   

 Website.     http://larosilla-ca-
tering.com 

 Instagram.  @larosilla 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/LaRosilla/ 

 

Casa Higueras  

Partners Ian Rutter and Andrew 
Watson are the welcoming hosts 
of this Boutique Bed & Break-
fast, found in a delightful rural 
village. Their Granada Conci-
erge (Granadaconcierge.com) 
business offers immersive cul-
tural and creative course holi-
days in Andalucía, where guests 
can learn flamenco, cookery, 
painting, creative writing and 
photography. 

Ian and Andrew are also the 
creators of #MyTravelPledge, a 
campaign offering free short-
stays to nominated healthcare 
workers once the coronavirus 
crisis subsides. 

 Website.    www.casa-
higueras.com 

 Instagram.  @casahigueras-
moclin 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/CasaHiguerasMo-
clin/ 

 
Tailormade Andalucia 

Samuel Lester is the founder and 
director of Tailormade Andalu-
cia which promises to combine 
indepth local knowledge with a 
traveller’s eye, enabling them to 
hand craft authentic and private 
holiday experiences. From their 
base in Seville, Tailormade An-
dalucia endeavours to take guests 
off the beaten track and show the 
real Spain. 

 Website.   www.tailor-
madeAndalucia.com 

 Instagram.  @tailor-
made_Andalucia 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/tailormadeAndalu-
cia/ 

 

Eduardo Blanco Private Travel & 
Concierge 

Eduardo is one of the region’s 
most accomplished travel ex-
perts. He arranges high-end pri-
vate experiences and travel con-
cierge services in Spain for indi-

viduals, couples, small groups as 
well as for families. Andalucía is 
one of Eduardo’s key regions 
since it is offers so much for the 
traveller. 

 Website.     www.differ-
entspain.com 

 Instagram.  @eduspain 

 

We Love Malaga 

Víctor Garrido is one of Malaga’s 
greatest ambassadors. A world 
traveller, he always comes back to 
his roots, the city of Malaga where 
he offers private walking tours, 
food and tapas tours and guided 
day trips in Malaga and to other 
cities in Andalucía. 

 Website.    https://welove-
malaga.com 

 Instagram.  @welovemalaga 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/welovemalaga/ 

 

Nature Tarifa 

Founder Ignacio Soto offers 
unique travel tours in the Strait 
of Gibraltar Natural Park, an 
area of unique importance for 
migratory animals. Ignacio also 
provides unprecedented ac-
cess to the living history of 
Cádiz, though guided visits to 
the traditional fishing method 
of red tuna, known as the Al-
madraba. This dates back to 
the Phoenicians, and the be-
ginning of civilisation on the 
west coast of Andalucía. Visi-
tors can soon explore ‘Al-
madraba en Tierra’ a new 
multisensory interpretation 
centre that brings all elements 
of the story together from the 
history through to contempo-
rary tuna cuisine. 

 Website.    www.nature-
tarifa.com 

 Instagram.  @naturetarifa 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/naturetarifa/ 

 

Annie B’s Kitchen 

Annie offers a charming way to 
mix food, wine and culture in the 
beautiful village of Vejer de la 
Frontera where even ‘non cooks’ 
are promised to have a lot of fun 
preparing and enjoying delicious 
lunches of local produce in beau-
tiful surroundings. 

 Website.    www.annieb-
spain.com 

 Instagram.  @anniebspain 

 Facebook. www.face-
book.com/anniebspain/

THE DIRECTORY

Let’s save future travel

Flamenco Campers - independent travel.

Almadraba. Nature Tarifa.

Iván Ricoy. Genuine Andalusia.

Lynsey Drake. La Rosilla.

TRAVEL
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I
t may not be a hub for tour-
ism at this present mo-
ment, but those who hap-

pen to be on the island pic-

tured will be treated to an un-
usual celestial event next 
month. 

Given the island’s distinc-

tive grid pattern, sunsets and 
sunrises each align with the 
east-west streets of the main  
grid twice a year, on dates 

evenly spaced around the sum-
mer solstice and winter sol-
stice.  One of these sunsets will 
take place at the end of May. 

If you know where this is, 
you could win a prize. Send the 
name of this island, as well as 
that of the neologism given to 
the celestial event to eng-
lish@diariosur.es. Please note 
that only answers with your 
name, address and telephone 
number will be considered. 

Last month, unusually there 
was no winner for our compe-
tition. The photo showed the 
island of Madeira (Portugal) 
where footballer Cristiano Ron-
aldo has been taking refuge 
during this pandemic. 

There, in the town of Ilha 
(Santana), the Festa do Limão 
lemon festival usually takes 
place at this time of year.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

Perfectly aligned

MARCH’S 
PHOTO

Send your answer to 

english@diariosur.es

 DARYL FINCH

TRAVEL



 
April 24th to 30th 2020 

SUR IN ENGLISH
LIFESTYLE22

Annabel Keatley and 
Gerrit Oppelland Hampel 
are both supporting the 
initiative which was 
founded by British artist 
Matthew Burrows 

JENNIE RHODES 

MALAGA. Two local artists, Anna-
bel Keatley and Gerrit Oppelland 
Hampel, are participating in the 
Artist Support Pledge, an  initia-
tive set up by British artist Mat-
thew Burrows designed to help 
artists during the coronavirus 
crisis. 

Burrows, who is a London-
based artist, came up with a busi-
ness model that involves artists 
selling selected pieces of their 
work for no more than 200 euros, 
pounds or dollars via Instagram, 
under the hashtag #artistsup-
portpledge. So far the Instagram 
page has attracted almost 24,000 
followers. 

Once an artist has sold enough 
work to make 1,000 in their local 
currency, they must then pur-
chase something from another 

participating artist. In an inter-
view for Art NXT Level, Burrows 
explained that he wanted to form 
a “culture of generosity” among 
artists and allow them to “earn 
enough” to sustain themselves 
during the crisis. 

“With galleries closed and art 
exhibitions and fairs cancelled 
for the foreseeable future, artists 
have lost one of their main 
sources of income,” explains Ger-
rit, who lives in Marbella. “On 20 
April we should have had an ex-
hibition in Fuengirola and oth-
ers in Estepona and Prague in 
May and June.” 

So far Gerrit has sold five of her 
paintings, while Annabel has sold 
eight. Annabel has reached her 
1,000 euro target, which means 
she can now buy work from a fel-
low artist. 

A win-win situation 

“For me it’s a chance to sell and 
to see what other artists, espe-
cially British ones, are doing,” ex-
plains Annabel, who admits that 
she can feel “a bit cut off from 
what’s going on in the UK” from 
her home near Almuñécar. 

In most cases the purchases 
don’t include shipping costs, 
which Gerrit admits “is a bit of a 
challenge at the moment”. But 
she explains that as soon as the 
work can be shipped, it will be.  

However, as some of her buy-
ers are local, it will be easier to 
get the pieces to her buyers. “I 
have had a lot of interest from 
people who know me. It’s selling 
my work in a different context,” 
she says. “It’s a win-win situation. 
Everyone is giving something.”  

Annabel meanwhile is includ-
ing a special series of paintings 
called ‘Lockdown’ in her offer, 
which she says she started ear-
lier this month to which she is 
“adding new work” all the time. 

Both artists agree that the ini-
tiative which is “based on trust, 
generosity and community spirit” 
is bringing artists together and 
is also “a great way for art lovers 
to find new artists and buy afford-
able art”.

Annabel Keatley with one of her paintings.  A. KEATLEY

Local artists pledge to support 
others during Covid lockdown

RIOGORDO 

Volunteer to shave head 
for animal charity  

J. R.  Axarquía Animal Rescue vol-
unteer Sam Matthews-Mccarthy 
will be shaving all of her hair off 
in aid of the charity on 1 May. 

The charity has had to come 
up with alternative fundraising 
ventures since the Torre del Mar 
shop and Trapiche market had 
to closed due to the lockdown. 

Visit the AAR website (axar-
quiaanimalrescue.com) or Face-
book page to sponsor Sam.

GRANADA 

Free ebook offer from 
local British author 

J. R.  Granada-based British author 
Alan Cuthbertson is offering SUR 
in English readers the chance to 
download one of his ebooks for 
free. Readers are invited to choose 
one of his books from his web-
site (alancuthbertson.com) and 
then email him (info@alancuth-
bertson.com) with the choice.  

Alan’s latest book, The Kid With 
Asthma, relates his own experi-
ences living with the condition.

SOCIETY SCENE

NERJA 

41 Club Chairman sworn 
in during Zoom AGM 

J. R.  Peter MacLeod became the 
new Chairman of Nerja’s 41 Club 
at the annual AGM which took 
place via Zoom last week. Twenty-
nine members from across 
Europe participated in the meet-
ing during which the outgoing 
chairman ‘handed over’ his badge 
of office. 

According to Peter, “through 

the wonders of modern technol-
ogy” he had a similar one pre-
pared so it looked as though an 
official ceremony had taken place. 

Peter is a retired police officer 
from Nottingham. He moved to 
Spain in 2000 and ran a B&B in 
Ronda before moving to Nerja in 
2017. 

He describes himself as a “vir-
tual Chairman” and says: “This 
year is going to be strange. We 
shall continue to hold our regu-
lar meetings on Zoom which can 
be great fun.”

Peter MacLeod is the new chairman of the Nerja 41 Club.  P. M.

CALAHONDA 

Generosity allows Age 
Care to deliver meals 

SUR.  Thanks to the generosity of 
Sarina in San Pedro and John 
Crawford in Riviera, Age Care 
Calahonda is now able to deliver 
two meals a week to its mem-
bers on Wednesdays and Sun-
days. In addition to this new 
service, Age Care is providing 
an online talk site for members 
to communicate with each other.

Sam Matthews-Mccarthy.  S. M. M

i   Further information  : 
Instagram: #artistsupportpledge 
www.artgoppellandhampel.com 

www.annabelkeatley.com

Gerrit Oppelland Hampel with her artwork.  G. O. H.

E
veryone is experiencing 
a sharp change in life-
style during lockdown, 

not just adults and children, but 
also animals who cannot com-
prehend that it’s for our own 
good to bring coronavirus under 
control and to an eventual end. 

It’s tough too for pet owners, 
especially the elderly or infirm, 
who face shopping to fetch 
heavy pet food, perhaps with no 
car.  

Pet food puts additional strain 
on family finances. Some work 
may have dried up - and with it 
the much-needed income - but 
animals still require their food. 
The pets suffer and are some-
times abandoned. (We cannot 
help but observe that some own-
ers still manage to afford to 
smoke and drink.) 

Erny and I put our pets at the 
top of our priority list, we simply 
could not live without them. 

However, priorities differ. As we 
look around we see more aban-
doned pets seeking food. It’s a 
sad situation which the animals 
simply do not understand.     

If you love animals you can 
help in the present situation. 
Maybe you know someone who 
has a pet but is struggling to 
manage with transporting 
heavy pet food from the super-
market. Putting a few extra ki-
los of dog food or cat food in 

your car and dropping them off 
at the home of an elderly or in-
firm pet owner will make the 
world of difference.  

Taking their dog for a walk 
will make a very happy pet. And 
what about the pet’s annual vac-
cination at the vet?  

Maybe a bag or tin of pet food 
on your shopping list, when you 
know of some pet owner who is 
struggling financially? Yes, you 
can make a difference.

Hard  

times

PET CARE 
PETER HARRISON
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W hat went on to be-
come the most fa-
mous game shows 

in the history of Spanish tele-
vision aired for the first time on 
this day in 1972. 

Un, dos, tres... responda otra 
vez, created by Narciso Ibáñez 
Serrador, was broadcast on La 
1 of Televisión Española (TVE) 
for ten seasons until 2004. How-
ever, few could have predicted 
the success it would endure. 

It became the first television 

show format exported outside 
the country. Versions were aired 
in Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Germany and Portugal, but had 
greatest success in the UK 
where it aired for 10 consecu-
tive years from 1978 to 1988. 

Called 3-2-1 and hosted by 

comedian Ted Rogers, the show 
entertained Saturday prime 
time audiences and broadly 
maintained the original Span-
ish format. 

Ibáñez’s format proved to be 
popular as it combined a mix-
ture of different traditional game 

show formats. The show com-
prised three rounds (hence the 
name): a quiz in the first round 
(called the question round), a 
physical competition in the sec-
ond round (called the elimina-
tion round), and a psychologi-
cal game in the third round 
(called the auction).  

Three couples made up the 
contestants and each episode 
had a different theme, varying 
from the Wild West to the 
French Revolution. Tasks would 
be adapted to match the theme, 
as would the attire worn by the 
cast of actors, divided into two 
groups: the host’s attractive as-
sistants, called secretar-
ies, who would cheer 
on the contestants, 
and the puritani-
cal inhabitants 
of ‘Tacañón del 
Todo’ (‘tacaño’ 
m e a n i n g  
scrooge or mi-
ser), who didn’t 
want the contest-
ants to win any 
money and who de-
spised the often sexy outfits 
worn by the secretaries. 

Cash prizes, holidays or cars 

were up for grabs, 
but also a  booby 
prize, embodied 
by the show’s 
mascot. In the 
Spanish version, 
this was a 

pumpkin; in the 
UK version, it was 

Dusty Bin.

First Spanish game show to be 
exported hits the screens

Concurso Game show 
Temporada Season 

Espectáculo Show 

Ganar To win 

Premio Prize 

Pregunta Question 

Respuesta Answer 

Presentador Host 

Sobre Envelope 

Concursante Contestant 

Eliminatoria Elimination 

round 

Sorprender To surprise 

Personaje Character 

Ayudante Assistant 

Pareja Couple 

Empate Draw 

Mascota Mascot 
Decorado Set

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

EE24 APRIL 1972

Mayra Gómez Kemp (r) presented the show from 1982 to 1988.  SUR
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Un, dos, tres... responda 
otra vez was the most 
famous game show in 
Spanish TV history and 
versions were made in 
the UK, Portugal, 
Germany, Belgium and 
the Netherlands

Narciso Ibáñez.  SUR

i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page

The Cervantes theatre in Malaga will reschedule its programme.  P. QUERO

The pandemic sees the 
iconic theatre lay empty 
on its 150th anniversary 
but the majority of events 
will be rescheduled 

FRANCISCO GRIÑÁN
 

MALAGA. It was set to be a land-
mark year in the history of 
Malaga’s most iconic theatre, but 
the coronavirus pandemic has put 
a dampener on the Teatro Cervan-
tes’ 150th birthday celebrations. 

“We’ve reached this milestone 
in the most difficult of times and it 
will obviously take a shine off it, 
but we’ve been working from the 
first day of lockdown to ensure 

that most of the planned shows go 
ahead when normality is restored 
for the rest of the year,” says the 
theatre’s director, Juan Antonio 
Vigar, who, since the state of alarm 
was declared has moved his office 
to his home so he can maintain 
daily contact with companies, 
bands, orchestras and artists. 

The majority of events will be 
rescheduled, including the Malaga 
Film Festival (albeit without a con-
cert from Vanesa Martín, as well 
as a run of the opera The Barber 
of Seville. 

When the theatre does eventu-
ally reopen, however, Vigar will 
have to develop a strategy to en-
sue spectators’ safety, likely to in-
volve reducing capacity.

A bittersweet anniversary 
for the Teatro Cervantes

LEGAL ADVICE

REF. E. E. N. 
My grandmother lived in 
Spain from 1970 in a rented 
property. When she died, my 
mother continued paying the 
rent, since when we came to 
Spain we stayed in the 
property. However, now my 
mother wants to leave that 
flat, but she is afraid that if 

she informs the owners that 
my gran passed away years 
ago, they could say that we 
should have updated the rent 
after the demise and demand 
the difference. Could they 
claim anything? 

The landlord is entitled to 
update the rent, but in order 
to do so, the landlord must 
notify the tenant about the 
update and provide them with 
a certificate from the National 
Institute of Statistics showing 
the official rate established for 
the update. If  you have not 
been notified then the owners 
could not claim the payment 
of any extra amount. 

 

REF. S. C. R. 
I work in a company that 
came to a verbal agreement 
with a driving school in 
which all their workers could 
take a course to obtain a 
Spanish driving licence 

paying a flat fee that 
included unlimited theory 
and driving lessons. 
However, when I was taking 
the 20th driving lesson, I was 
told that from the 25th 
lesson we would have to pay 
20€ plus VAT. This is not 
what was agreed, and I have 
the email that was sent to all 
the workers. Is there 
anything that we can do? 

According to the law, a verbal 
agreement is considered a 
contract, and therefore has 
the same validity and 
obligatory nature for the 
parties as a written contract. 
In this case, moreover, the 
email that you received 
proves that the agreement 
exists, even if you do not have 
a signed contract. Therefore, 
you can oblige the driving 
school to fulfil what was 
agreed, either by an amicable 
settlement or by taking the 
matter to court.

International Lawyers 
answers readers’ queries

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian
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A
pril 1st this year marked 
the 81st anniversary of 
the end of the 1936-39 

Spanish Civil War. It was also the 
date on which Scottish artist Chris-
tine Jones released her latest con-
tribution to Spain’s historical 
memory movement: a seventy-
minute documentary entitled 
Spain: Still Cause. 

Filmed between July 2016 and 
January 2018 and available for 
free on YouTube, it consists of a 
series of interviews with survivors 
of the Civil War and the forty-year 
dictatorship of Francisco Franco 
that followed. The film builds on 
Jones’ previous explorations of 
the historical memory issue in 
Spain, most notably in a 2014 ex-
hibition of sketches that ran un-
der the same name. She sees the 
documentary and the drawings 
as belonging to an overarching 
project, one on which she may 
continue to work in the future.   

“I am an artist, not a historian,” 
Glasgow-based Jones explained 
to me over email. “And although I 
see my film as an act of activism, 
and definitely being in support of 
the historical memory movement, 
I am an observer and an outsider… 
[O]ften, I see how bogged down 
both sides [of the debate] can get in 
the detail, which seems to me stalls 
progress.”  

As a result, Still Cause does not 
engage with the political or histo-
riological aspects of the memory 
movement, which are highly di-
visive in contemporary Spain. In-
stead, she lets the survivors’ 
memories stand alone, unencum-
bered by analysis or ornament. 
Meticulously subtitled in English, 
their testimonies reveal what life 
was like for activists opposed to 
Franco’s regime, which only ended 

with the generalissimo’s death in 
November 1975. 

Spain’s Socialist government 
claimed to have made a significant 
contribution to the cause last Oc-
tober, when it transferred Franco’s 
remains from the colossal Valley 
of the Fallen (built at his behest 
with forced labour between 1940 
and 1959) to a more humble ceme-
tery on the outskirts of Madrid. The 
move sparked visceral reactions 
across the political spectrum, with 
prime minister Pedro Sánchez 
proudly hailing it as a major step 
towards reconciliation with the 
past. The Conservative People’s 
Party, on the other hand, claimed 
it was a purely symbolic move, po-
litical posturing that unnecessar-
ily opened up old wounds (perhaps 
not surprising, given that one of 
the party’s founders was a minis-
ter under Franco).  

Unlike this high-profile inter-
vention, the continuing work of 
exhuming and identifying the for-
gotten victims of Francoism (of 
whom there are an estimated 
114,000 lying in unmarked graves 
across Spain) is conducted away 
from the political spotlight, prin-
cipally by a charity called the As-
sociation for the Recovery of His-
torical Memory.  

Slow progress 
One of Jones’s interviewees, ac-
tivist Delphine Crespo, thinks the 
state ought to be doing more to 
support such organisations. “It 
should be done by the govern-
ment,” she says: “Spain won’t be 
a modern democracy until we’ve 
judged these crimes.” 

Sánchez has at least tried to start 
this process, and not just by relo-
cating a highly symbolic tomb. 
Shortly after coming to power in 

June 2018, the Socialists pledged 
that the criminal records of those 
charged with opposing the dicta-
torship would be expunged, that 
a census of victims of the Civil War 
and Franco’s regime would be car-
ried out, and that some 1,200 un-
marked graves would be exca-
vated. But ever since then, Sán-
chez’s government has been un-
able to drive the historical memory 
movement forward, partly because 
of a crippling minority status in 
congress, and partly because other 
issues, such as Catalonia, have 
dominated the agenda.    

The most recent proposals aim 
to improve upon those enshrined 
in the Historical Memory Law of 
2007, also brought in by the So-
cialists during the premiership of 
José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero. This 
stated that local governments 
would offer funding and resources 
to support people searching for 
relatives who disappeared during 

the war or dictatorship, but con-
ferred no obligation on the state to 
push the historical memory cause. 
The initiative’s efficacy was fur-
ther eroded in 2012, when the Con-
servatives came to power and 
slashed its funding.  

Amnesty law 
Another difficulty in restoring col-
lective memory concerning the 
war and dictatorship is owed to 
the fact that, following Franco’s 
death, amnesia was enforced by 
legislation. According to the 1977 
“Amnesty Law” - also referred to 
as the “Pact of Forgetting” - crimes 
committed in defence of or against 
the dictatorship could no longer 
be prosecuted.  

In theory, the 1977 amnesty 
benefited both Republicans and 
Nationalists, but critics point to its 
bias in favour of members and sup-
porters of Franco’s regime. Inter-
viewed in his offices in central Bar-

celona, Carles Vallejo Calderón, 
President of the Catalan Associa-
tion of Ex-Political Prisoners, tells 
us of his arrest in 1970, aged 20, 
when he was ambushed by police 
as he left his home for work one 
morning. An employee at the city’s 
SEAT factory and founder of the 
Democratic Union of Students, Car-
les was also carrying a book by Ra-
fael Alberti, a prominent poet and 
Marxist who had fled Spain at the 
outbreak of the Civil War, only to 
return after Franco’s death.  

Throughout several days of bru-
tal treatment, Carles’ torturer re-
peatedly boasted that he would re-
main a policeman even if democ-
racy returned to Spain. In fact, this 
officer was promoted in the years 
following Franco’s death, eventu-
ally becoming - with grotesque 
irony - the Director General of Civil 
Protection. “The amnesty we be-
lieved was aimed at freeing the po-
litical prisoners”, says Carles, “func-
tioned instead as a guarantee of 
immunity for sadists”.    

So long as the Spanish govern-
ment is unwilling or unable to push 
the memory movement forward, 
the work of independent organi-
sations and individuals - especially 
“outsider” artists such as Jones - 
takes on greater significance. It 
can help give a voice to those who 
suffered under Francoism, such 
as the men and women who fea-
ture in this powerful documentary.  

The film concludes with the 
words of 80-year old Antonia Jover 
del Olmo, who spent the first three 
years of her life in prison with her 
mother after the outbreak of war. 
Still a tireless activist, she says, 
“The struggle is happiness, and 
devoting yourself to it is a great an-
tidote to depression. And as long 
as I feel useful I want to live.”

Spain:  
Still Cause

 Preserving historical 
memory.  Scottish artist 
Christine Jones has 
documented the 
experiences of victims 
of the Franco regime in 
a seventy-minute film

MARK NAYLER

W   Images from the 
documentary showing 

two of the interview-
ees. 

Christine, with one of the 
 participants in the 

 documentary, Enric, who 
 passed away days after 
 his interview, aged 86. 

  SUR
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GARDENING

Native to New Zealand, Hohe-
ria, commonly called lacebark 
or ribbonwood, is a graceful 
forest tree suitable for cooler, 
shadier spots of the garden.  

The genus, which is a mem-
ber of the Malvaceae family 
(mallow), consists of only six 
species and Hoheria is a lati-
nised form of the Maori name 

for tree, ‘houhere’.  
The Maoris use the lace-like 

inner bark for fine, decorative 
weaving to make kete (baskets) 
and trims on hats and cloaks. 
The bark is also 
u s e d  
twisted 
a n d  

plaited into ropes.  
When mature, the fast grow-

ing lacebark tree can reach be-
tween six and ten metres tall. 
Most species in the genus, 

which includes trees and 
large shrubs, are ev-

ergreen and all 
have masses of 

fragrant white 
b l o o m s  

t h r o u g h  
s u m m e r  
a n d  
autumn.  

T h e  
five-pet-
a l l e d  
f lowers 
form in 

the leaf 
axils and 

attract lots 
of butterflies 

and other pol-
linating insects to 

the garden. 
After flowering, 

winged brown seed capsules 
form containing between five 
to seven seeds.  

The older leaves of lacebark 
are leathery, lanceolate in 
shape and have serrated edges 
whereas the younger leaves 
are rounder, as broad as they 
are wide, and have scalloped 
edges, quite different in ap-
pearance than the mature 
leaves.  

Lacebark is quite hardy and 
will tolerate some frost; it does 
not like waterlogged soil or hu-
midity, however. It will need 
regular watering during the 
summer and will not survive 
prolonged periods of drought. 

It can withstand salty air 
near the coast if given protec-
tion from strong winds. 

To propagate Hoheria, fresh 
seed can be sown straight away 
and should germinate quite 
easily. 

The lacebark tree

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (suri-
nenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

 

READERS’ PHOTOS

Hoheria tree and close up of flowers (inset).  WIKIMEDIA / WIKIPEDIA

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

This photo of a colourful terrace was sent in by reader Irene Collier 

who says, “Even a small terrace can look pretty with the clever use 
of a mirror to create a ‘window’ and some colourful plants.”

A clever illusion

These unusual yellow and deep purple striped roses are growing 
in the garden of George Lumby and his wife Hortensia in Mijas.

Unusual roses

 IRENE COLLIER

 GEORGE LUMBY 
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Dog lover Russ Godwin 
has raised 733 euros so 
far by wearing a pet cone 
around his neck 

ASH BOLTON 

ESTEPONA. An Estepona resident 
is raising funds for traumatised 
dogs by wearing a dog cone non-
stop for five days. 

Brit Russ Godwin started the 
dog rescue and rehoming shel-
ter HEART (Happy Ever After 
Rescue Team) two years ago with 
his partner Hollie. But since the 
lockdown came into effect over 
a month ago, local fundraising 
initiatives and clients for his 
main job as a Thai boxing 
teacher have dried up. 

The shelter currently looks 
after 36 dogs so Russ decided to 
don the dog cone in order to 

raise funds for his four-legged 
friends. 

Russ, 42, who is originally 
from Milton Keynes and has 
lived in Spain for seven years, 
told SUR in English earlier this 
week: “We’ve had some great 
support over the past two years. 
But 85 per cent of the running 
costs are covered by my monthly 
wage and I’m not able to work 
at the moment. 

“So far people have donated 
733 euros online, which is ab-
solutely amazing - we are really 
happy with that. And it’s some-
thing to put a smile on people’s 
faces.” 

Russ started wearing the 
‘Cone of Shame’ at 5am on Mon-
day and planned to wear it un-
til midnight tonight (Friday). So 
far he has not taken it off and 
has even slept and showered in 
it. 

He added: “I could be per-
suaded to extend the challenge 
beyond Friday if the right 
amount of money comes in. But 
my neck is already cut to pieces.”  

Russ added that the shelter 
takes in traumatised dogs that 
nobody wants to adopt. 

He explained: “I call them the 
undateables. We take them out of 
shelters when no one wants 
them so that they don’t die there. 
We take them to a place where 
they can be happy and hopefully 
become comfortable in human 
company.” 

Russ added that every euro is 
spent on the welfare and care of 
the rescue dogs.

A barking mad fundraiser

Russ Godwin and his ‘undateable’ dogs.  SUR

This well-known 
Dutch farmer is a 
pioneer in raspberry 
cultivation in 
Andalucía 

MALAGA. The colour orange has 
come to symbolise the Nether-
lands all over the world. However, 
in western Andalucía, “Dutch” is 
associated with bright red. 
Thanks to well-known Dutch 
farmer Jan van Bergeijk, who 
started growing a Scottish rasp-
berry in Andalucía at the end of 
the 80s, Spain belongs today to 
the main raspberry-producing 
countries in Europe.  
 
-Jan, when did you move to 
Spain? 
- About 30 years ago I moved to 
Huelva from a small town in the 
Netherlands called Meijel. At that 
time this province of Andalucía 
was considered as a soft fruit re-
gion with strawberry cultivation. 
I saw more opportunities here for 
early raspberry cultivation too. 
My father wanted me to settle in 
the Canaries, but I thought Hu-

elva was more logistically prac-
tical because by that time straw-
berry transportation was already 
operating. 
-Holland is known for its love of 
the colour orange, although red 
would maybe be a more appro-
priate national colour. 
- I understand what you’re get-
ting at. Yes, the Dutch like red 
fruits, including pinkish red. By 
this colour I mean the typical 
Dutch raspberries. But nowadays 
there are many shades of red as 
there are many varieties, mostly 
bred by my compatriots. For ex-
ample, the Dutch company Ad-
vanced Berry Breeding is one of 
the world’s leaders in berry breed-
ing and its variety Kwanza is one 
of the most popular among rasp-
berry producers in northern and 
southern Europe. It is well 
adapted to production in most 
climates and growing conditions. 
New raspberry sorts are supposed 
to have good transportation re-
sistance and an excellent shelf 
life. By the way, when I 
moved to Andalucía I 
started planting UK 
raspberries called 
“Glen Clova” - an 
early ripening Scot-
tish variety, which 
is vigorous and 
heavy cropping.  
-How has your busi-
ness developed over 
these 30 years?  

- I started with three tunnels on 
a field with area of around one 
thousand square metres. I rented 
the land not far from Moguer [in 
Huelva] and employed locals. I 
must say, that the raspberry is a 
familiar fruit in northern coun-
tries but here in Andalucía, three 
decades ago, it was very exotic 
for local farmers. And the lack of 
knowledge caused negative con-
sequences. So my father and I re-
alised that we should be present 
ourselves here in Huelva. Frankly, 
the first harvest was not what I 
had expected. But later, each year 
it got better and better. 
-How does your raspberry em-
pire look now? 
- Probably, the “empire” is not the 
correct word because actually 
there is no “emperor”. In the very 
beginning Moguer farmers and I 
established a cooperative enter-
prise. So the “empire” has never 
been mine. In addition, as a rule, 
territory extension is typical of 

an empire. But with help of 
raspberry breeding we 

are trying to get a 
bigger harvest 

from the same 
number of 
square metres. 
As for numbers, 
Huelva has al-

ready surpassed 
2,000 hectares of 

raspberry planta-
tion. I can say that af-

ter years of experimental research 
the sector has developed a totally 
innovative production process. 
Many raspberries are cultivated 
on soil ridges or in raised beds 
with a substrate based on coco-
nut fibre. I remember the time 
when supermarkets were doubt-
ful about putting this vulnerable 
product on their shelves. So to 
persuade them, we had to take 
responsibility for customer de-
livery without decreasing the 
quality of the berries. As a result 
of our long-term efforts, raspber-
ries from Huelva can be found in 
many shops in the whole of Spain.  
-Does the current situation with 
Covid-19 affect the raspberry 
production? 
- Of course. As you know, April 
and May is harvest time for rasp-
berries in Huelva. And it has co-
incided with the quarantine. So 
far, the delivery to the supermar-
kets hasn’t been stopped. But we 
used to sell a lot of raspberries to 
restaurants and hotels which are 
closed. So since March we have 
lost a number of our permanent 
clients. The transport and distri-
bution are more difficult. Above 

all, the buying habits of the cus-
tomers have changed. In the be-
ginning, customers were afraid 
of the supply, but bit by bit the 
people have got confidence, and 
now they are looking again for 
fresh fruit, vegetables, and also 
the healthy berries that have a lot 
of benefits. 
-How beneficial are raspberries 
to health? 
- Over the last years, raspberry 
has become a synonym of the 
word “antioxidant”. Moreover, 
raspberries are low in calories but 
high in fibre, vitamins, minerals. 
I heard that Russians tradition-
ally drink tea with raspberry pre-
serve which is considered to be 
best for the common cold and it 
even might weaken the flu virus. 
In general, the consumption of 
berries in Europe has skyrock-
eted. It is a highly valued product 
especially in the UK and Germany. 
Actually, about 95% of Huelva’s 
raspberries are exported, which 
places it in the top of export mar-
kets for raspberries.  
-Jan, on 27 April the “orange” 
Dutch holiday will be celebrated. 
Any plans? 
- Not really. Koningsdag or King’s 
Day is a big event and the Neth-
erlands gets bathed in the na-
tional colour - orange. In com-
parison to the Costa del Sol where 
there is a big Dutch community 
in Torremolinos, I am almost 
“unique” here. So probably I’ll 
just buy some oranges for the col-
our decoration. But most likely 
this day I will be surrounded not 
by “orange” but by “red” as I will 
be on the farm, harvesting and 
packing the raspberries. You 
know, how I could enjoy a red-or-
ange combination... with a nice 
healthy fruit salad with sweet 
raspberries, strawberries, black-
berries, blueberries, and oranges 
under the Spanish orange sun.

 Jan van Bergeijk   Raspberry grower

Jan van Bergeijk.  SUR

The Dutchman who  
prefers red to orange

i   More information  : Look for 
HEART Animal Rescue on 
Facebook or visit www.heart-

animalrescue.com

ALEKK  
M. SAANDERS 
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OPERA AND DANCE 

Nightly Opera Stream  

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA. Every 

night, 7.30pm EDT (12.30am Spain). 

Free.  

While the MET is closed due to the 

epidemic it will be screening presen-

tations from the Live In HD series of 

cinema transmissions. Each transmis-

sion will remain available on 

www.metopera.org for 23 hours. 

24 April. Verdi’s La Traviata 

Starring Natalie Dessay, Matthew 

Polenzani, and Dmitri Hvorostovsky, 

conducted by Fabio Luisi. From 14 

April 2012. 

25 April. At-Home Gala 

More than 40 leading artists perform 

in a live stream from their homes 

around the world. 

26 April. Rossini’s La Cenerentola 

Starring Joyce DiDonato and Juan 

Diego Flórez, conducted by Fabio 

Luisi. From 10 May 2014. 

Ballet and contemporary dance 
SADLERS WELLS. Full length dance 

performances and workshops online.  

The website www.sadlerswells.com 

provides free access to Facebook pre-

mieres, family dance workshops, 

Company of Elders workshops, digital 

stage programmes and much more.  

World Ballet Day 
THE BOLSHOI BALLET. The World 

Ballet Day filmed live from Moscow 

can be seen on YouTube.  

The Bolshoi Ballet are shown in the 

video during rehearsals with inter-

views with some of the teachers and 

dancers translated into English. 

There are many other videos of other 

performances available. 

Full length productions 
THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE. The 

ROH have announced a programme of 

full-length productions which will be 

broadcast over Facebook and You-

Tube. 7pm BST (8pm Spain).  

The programme includes both ballet 

and opera and the schedule can be 

found on facebook.com/royalopera-

house or https://www.you-

tube.com/user/RoyalOperaHouse 

Until 27 April. Peter and the Wolf. 

The Royal Ballet and the Royal Ballet 

School perform Matthew Hart’s Peter 

and the Wolf choreographed to Prok-

ofiev’s music. 

Until 10 May. Cosi fan Tutte. Mozart’s 

classic opera puts love under the 

microscope with comic and disturb-

ing results. 

Until 10 May. Acis and Galatea. Mnd 

dance are harmoniously fused in 

Wayne McGregor’s interpretation of 

Handel’s pastoral love  and jealousy. 

Until 17 May. Metamorphis. A dark 

surrealist nightmare is conjured up in 

Arthur Pita‘s dance-theatre adapta-

tion of Kafka’s novella. 

24 April- 24 May. Gloriana. Benjamin 

Britten’s moving operatic portrayal of 

Elizabeth I caught between public 

duty and private passion. 

Irish Dance 

RIVERDANCE PERFORMANCES 

Schools across Ireland took part in a 

Riverdance special which has been 

posted on Facebook.  

Over 600 dancers took part in the 

performance which took place in 

Croke Park, Dublin before the quar-

antine. Just type Riverdance in the 

search box in Facebook. 

MUSEUM TOURS 

Collection and Louvre Palace 

LOUVRE. Visit the museum’s rooms 

and galleries and discover how the 

palace was built and for whom.  

The Louvre is famous world wide as 

an art gallery but few know it was 

originally built as a fortress complete 

with a moat and drawbridge. Now it 

houses an amazing selection of art as 

well as Egyptian antiquities. 

https://www.louvre.fr/ 

The MET 360º Project 
THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM NY. 
The museum has six award winning 

videos of its three installations.  

Now you can virtually visit the Met’s 

art and architecture without stepping 

foot inside the buildings. The six vid-

eos cover the Great Hall, the Met 

Cloisters, the Temple of Dendur, the 

Met Breuer, the Charles Engelhard 

Court, and the Arms and Armour Gal-

leries. https://www.metmu-

seum.org/art/online-features/met-

360-project 

Virtual museum tours 
THE BRITISH MUSEUM. The world’s 

largest indoor space on Google Street 

View is the British Museum in London.  

Visit over 60 galleries, see the 

Rosetta stone, Old Master paintings 

and amazing textiles from arund the 

South Pacific as well going ‘behind 

the scenes’ at the museum to find 

out about poison arrows and 

‘mummy goo’. Information on how to 

explore the museum online is at: 

https://blog.britishmu-

seum.org/how-to-explore-the-brit-

ish-museum-from-home/ 

Natural History museum 
SMITHSONIAN NATIONAL 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY. 
Tours of past and present exhibits 

among others.  

An easy to use website with access to 

past exhibitions, permanent installa-

tions and the museum’s support cen-

tre. https://naturalhis-

tory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour 

CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

A concert in confinement  

FRENCH NATIONAL ORCHESTRA. 
Each musician has recorded their part 

of the concert from home.  

The orchestra play Ravel’s Bolero. It 

was put together, with each musician 

playing their instrument from home, 

as a special concert for people to 

enjoy during the enforced quaran-

tine. It can be found on YouTube ONF 

Ravel. 

Coronapunk  
STREAMFEST 2. Facebook lives-

treamed concerts.  

www.facebook.com/wildpunk 

25 April. Starting at 5pm a lineup of 

live music until 10pm.  

Free concerts  
ROYAL ALBERT HOME. The Royal 

Albert Hall has a varied programme of 

concerts available to stream online.  

After 150 years the Royal Albert Hall 

has seen its fair share of good times 

and bad and to get through the latest 

difficulties it will be streaming some 

of the world’s most talented artists 

online at https://www.royalalber-

thall.com/tickets/series/royal-albert-

home/ or facebook Royal Albert 

Home 

25 April. Jazz for Kids. Albert’s 

Band’s jazz supremo Arthur Lea will 

deliver an exclusive 30-minute Jazz 

For Kids set from his home. From 

blues to mambo, and from New 

Orleans standards to Gerswhin clas-

sics, there’s something for everyone. 

30April. KT Tunstall. KT rose to fame 

with debut album Eye to the Tele-

scope, an album which spawned a 

host of classic tracks including Sud-

denly I See and Other Side of the 

World and was nominated for the 

2005 Mercury Prize. 

You are the Champions’ 
QUEEN. Members of Queen and 

Adam Lambert perform a tweaked 

version of the famous song.  

Brian May, Roger Taylor and Adam 

Lambert perform a version of the song 

while  in quarantine. On Instagram, 

Brianmayforreal #youarethechampi-

ons 

Online concert listing  
CONCIERTOS EN CASA. A new web-

site listing concerts online around the 

world.  

The website lists the concerts, where 

and when they are being streamed 

and information on the performers. If 

you subscribe, information is sent 

straight to your email address. 

https://www.conciertosencasa.com/ 

Fellini Soño con Picasso  
SOUNDTRACKS OF THE 
PICASSO/FELLINI EXHIBITION. The 

Museo Picasso de Málaga held a 

Fellini /Picasso exhibition in 2018.  

Drawings, documents, films and pho-

tographs belonging to the Italian film 

director Federico Fellini were dis-

played alongside some of Picasso’s 

works and accompanied by the music 

composed by Nino Rota, can be lis-

tened to on the museum website: 

https://www.museopicasso-

malaga.org/ 

You will need to register with Spotify. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Glass exhibition 

MUSEO DEL VIDRIO Y CRISTAL DE 
MÁLAGA. The museum has an amaz-

ing collection of beautiful glass 

objects which you can now see online.  

The museum are now posting photos 

of their stunning collection on Face-

book. Galle, Lalique,Baccarat, Art 

Nouveau, Art Deco, car mascots, stu-

dio glass, ancient and contemporary 

designs can all be seen.  

Van Gogh 
THE VAN GOGH MUSEUM AMS-
TERDAM. 360º story of the artist and 

his works.  

On the website https://360sto-

ries.com/amsterdam/story/van-gogh-

museum click on stories (49) at bot-

tom of page to open information 

about individual paintings by Van 

Gogh.  

Multimedia visits 
MUSEO REINA SOFIA. The museum 

has several web sites where it’s art 

works can be viewed.  

A large number of videos and audios 

(in Spanish) of tours around the 

museum and particular collections 

can be found online with Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram, Vimeo and Tou-

Tube. https://www.museoreina-

sofia.es/ 

Picasso En Casa 
MUSEO PICASSO MÁLAGA. The 

Picasso Museum is presenting its main 

exhibition online with an audio-guide 

in English.  

The exhibition Genealogías del Arte, 

o la Historia del Arte Como Arte Vis-

ual includes works by Picasso , 

Cézanne, Kandinsky and Malevich. It 

is accompanied by a narrative in 

Spanish or English and a selection of 

30s jazz. The museum web page also 

has information on past exhibitions. 

https://masdearte.com/especia-

les/picassoencasa/ 

Pollock 

MUSEO PICASSO MÁLAGA. The 

Jackson Pollock exhibition was one of 

the most popular with the younger 

visitors to the museum.     

The exhibition was of large format 

works of art originally ordered from 

the artist by Peggy Guggenheim. 

Audio in English. www.you-

tube.com/watch?v=qY9leqZUMIk  

Gloriana.  ROH

Jason Pollock.  MPM
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EXHIBITIONS 

Latest exhibitions online 

MUSEO CARMEN THYSSEN MÁLA-
GA. The museum has recorded 360º 

videos of some of its most recent exhi-

bitions.  
Virtual visits of exhibitions such as 
Fortuny Grabador and Fantasía Árabe, 
Henri Matisse, Jazz and Sorolla are 
available as well as a look at the per-
manent collection at www.carmen-
thyssenmalaga.org/visitas-virtuales  

Painting by painting 
MUSEO DE MÁLAGA. The museum’s 

web page gives a detailed description 

of each work of art.  
Each unique piece of art has a story 
which is explained. Open the web page 
below and click on Obras Singulares 
www.museosdeandalu-
cia.es/web/museodemalaga 

Secret London Art 
GREENWICH PAINTED HALL. An 

online tour of one of London’s hidden 

art treasures.  
The stunning Painted Hall can now be 
toured online at https://secretldn.com/ 
online-tour-painted-hall/ it is a 
baroque masterpiece and offers a 
chance to view the ceiling up close as 
well as giving the viewer tidbits of 
information on the history of the build-
ing and its amazing art.  

LECTURES / DOCUMENTARIES 

Television documentary 

ART MYSTERIES. The BBC recorded 

4 episodes, each lasting half an hour.  
Discover the secret meanings hidden 
in the paintings of Van Gogh, Gau-
guin, Cezanne and Seurat. BBC Art 
Mysteries   

Art courses and lectures 
ART HISTORY IN FOCUS. Online live 

lectures and courses throughout the 

year.  
Founded by art historian and lecturer 
Siân Walters, Art History in Focus 
arranges regular courses, study days 
and visits in the UK as well as cultural 
holidays throughout Europe. Siân is a 
highly qualified and experienced tutor 
and events organiser, and lectures 
regularly for the National Gallery, 
NADFAS (The Arts Society). 
https://www.arthistoryinfo-
cus.com/courses/ 

CHARITY 

Sports for local commerce 

DEPORTE CON CORAZÓN. 
Antequera town hall has organised a 

virtual charity sports event.  
The five hour sports event will take 
place on 3 May and will include activi-
ties such as cross fit, zumba cycling 
and kettlebell among others. The aim 
is to raise funds for sanitary and pro-
tective materials for local businesses 
that are suffering as a result of the 
pandemic. More information can be 
found on Facebook @AntequeraDe-
porte. Registration costs two euros 
and is through www.dorsalchip. 

Statue quiz 
AXARQUÍA ANIMAL RESCUE. 
Match the title to the statue for charity.  
Los Perros have numbered and named 
twenty-two garden statues and all 

competitors have to do is match the 
name to the statue. Entry is a donation 
to the animal charity and the prize for 
the winner is lunch or supper for up to 
four people at Los Perros near Comares 
( after the current Covid-19 health 
scare is over). 
www.comares.webs.com/ 
statuecompetition 

THEATRE / DRAMA 

Online theatre performances 

NATIONAL THEATRE AT HOME. 
Watch the best of British theatre 

every Thursday.   
The National Theatre will be live 
streaming on YouTube every Thurs-
day at 7pm BST (8pm Spain) Each 
performance will be available to view 
for the following seven days. 
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/ 
Until 30 April. Twelfth Night.  

Shakespeare online 
THE GLOBE THEATRE. A series of 

Free-To-View archive performances 

are being released online by the thea-

tre at https://www.shake-

spearesglobe.com/watch#free-you-

tube-premieres. 

Until 3 May. Romeo and Juliette 
4 - 17 May. The Two Noble Kinsmen. 

In German with English subtitles 
SCHAUBÜHNE. Known as the 

‘world’s coolest theatre’ for its bold 

productions.  
The theatre is opening its vaults of 
stored videos and every night, at 
6.30pm, will stream one of them 
online. The majority of them have 
English subtitles but as the theatre is 
famous for its stunning visual effects, 
dialogue is not always necessary. 
https://www.schaubuehne.de/en/pag
es/online-schedule.html 
24 April. Winterreise im Olympiasta-
dion (Winter Journey at Olympia Sta-
dium). Text fragments from the novel  
Hyperion by Hölderlin 
directed by Klaus Michael Grüber 
25 April. Lenin by Milo Rau & ensemble 
directed by: Milo Rau. World premiere. 

Free streaming 
HAMPSTEAD THEATRE. The theatre 

is releasing some of its plays for free 

streaming to the public. www.hamp-
steadtheatre.com 
Until 10pm, 26 April. Tiger Country. 
The play looks at a group of NHS hos-
pital workers as they struggle to cope 
with the pressures of the busiest time 
of the year (usually) – Christmas.  
10am, 27 April - 10pm, 3 May. The 
Arrest of Ai Weiwei’ (2013) follows the 
apprehension and 81-day incarceration 
of the Chinese artist back in 2011 by 
his country’s authorities. 

Hallucinations 

DEAD CENTRE. An experimental 

theatrical production.  
Lippy is the name of this gripping 
experimental theatre piece which is 
available on Vimeo.com. Just type in 
Lippy on Vimeo. if asked for a pass-
word, use ‘context’.   

The Shows Must Go On! 
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER. A dif-

ferent Andrew Lloyd Webber musical 

each week live streamed on YouTube.  
Each show goes live on Friday at 7pm 
BST (8pm Spain), and remains view-
able for 48 hours afterwards. You-
Tube The Shows Must Go On! 
24 April. Love Never Dies 

Larger than life circus show 
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL. Moments from 

the shows on its new digital hub.  
Every Friday at 8pm BST (9pm 
Spain), the troupe will share the most 
impressive moments from its larger-
than-life shows on CirqueConnect, its 
new digital hub.https://www.cirque-
dusoleil.com/cirqueconnect 

MORE IDEAS 

Culture at Home 

TORREMOLINOS ES CULTURA. 
Every night a cultural agenda is 

broadcast live from 8pm.  
Local associations, theatre compa-
nies, artists, musicians and profes-
sionals from the world of art have 
designed a special programme of 
events which will include yoga and 
keep fit as well as activities for chil-
dren at #TorremolinosEsCultura  

Aquarium tour 
OCEANOGRÁFIC VALENCIA. A vir-

tual, 360º tour of the aquarium.  
The Oceanográfic in Valencia is the 
biggest aquarium in Europe. You can 
now visit thirteen different rooms, 
each one centred on a species or cli-
mate at https://www.oceano-
grafic.org/visita-virtual/ 

Scary tours 
VIRTUAL TOURS OF HAUNTED 
SITES. Some of the scarier places to 

visit.  
Virtual tours of Dracula’s castle, The 
Winchester Haunted Mansion, the 
Paris Catacombs and the Stanley 
Hotel (where The Shining was filmed) 
can be found on www.freaked.com 

Space watching 
STARLINK. Track satellites across the 

night sky with this online tool.  
Starlink is a satellite constellation 
being constructed by American com-
pany SpaceX to provide satellite 
Internet access. The constellation 
will consist of thousands of mass-
produced small satellites in low Earth 
orbit (LEO), working in combination 
with ground transceivers. The satel-
lites can be seen crossing the sky at 
certain times using the tracker 
www.findstarlink.com 

Free comics 
MARVEL COMICS. There is now an 

App available for free comics.  
Marvel Unlimited have released an 
App for iOS or android. Click on Free 
Comics and select from a variety of 
titles including Avengers vs X-Men, 
Amazing Spider-Man, Dark Phoenix 
Saga and Kree/Skrull War etc. More 

info on https://www.marvel.com/ 

Short stories for long 
confinements 
STORY WRITING. Submit short sto-

ries to be published online.  
Torremolinos town hall is encouraging 
people to write a short story of not 
more than 100 words. They are now 
extending it to English speakers with 
the goal of encouraging creativity, 
reading and writing. Stories must be 
sent via the form on the www.cultura-
torremolinos.es website before mid-
night Sunday 26 April.  

Indoor learning activities 
U3A COSTA DEL SOL FUENGIRO-
LA The association has turned to 

social media to continue offering a 

service to its members.  
Art history, bridge, quiz nights and 

even a choral group are just some of 
the online activities being offered by 
the U3A. Anyone can become a mem-
ber, contact www.u3afuengirolacosta-
delsol.com/ for more information. 

How To be Happy 
THE SCIENCE OF WELL BEING Yale 

University has made this course com-

pletely free.  
The ten-week course, led by instruc-
tor LaurieSantos, will break down the 
science behind happiness, shining a 
light on common misconceptions and 
teaching you how to create better 
habits for yourself. 
https://www.coursera.org/learn/the-
science-of-well-being 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

Anglican church service  

COSTA DEL SOL WEST CHAP-
LAINCY. Services available online 

from the website 

www.costachurch.com.   
Sunday morning services 10am every 
Sunday on YouTube Costa Del Sol 
West Chaplaincy. Pre-service prayers  
at 9.45am https://zoom.us/j/ 
968525376. Sundays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, Tea at Five Live (5pm-
6pm on Zoom). Wednesday night 
prayer Compline. 

Sunday and Wednesday 
Services  
ANGLICAN CHAPLAINCY OF 
NERJA AND ALMUÑÉCAR Regular 

services on Zoom app.  
Every Sunday at midday and on 
Wednesday mornings at 9.30am. 
People wishing to access the service 
E-mail details to Fr Nigel Thomas 
(Chaplain): cofenerja@gmail.com 

TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. As part of its 
‘Salon in your Salon’ initiative, 
The Salon Varietés Theatre in 
Fuengirola will present a 
special online show of live 
music on Friday 24 April 
(today). 

Aimed at relieving the 
boredom of the lockdown, the 
marathon eight-hour concert 
titled Journey Through the 
Decades will present some of 

the coast’s top entertainers 
performing well-known hits 
from the 1940s until now.  

The line-up includes Welsh 
crooner Ricky Lavazza, along 
with Laura Ellen, Cath John, 
Amy Lloyd and Deborah Dee, 
among others. The fun starts 
at midday on the theatre’s 
Facebook page and will con-
tinue until 8pm.  

For more information, see 
The Official Salon Varietés 
Theatre Group Facebook page.

Costa entertainers bring a 
variety of music to your home

Popular singer Ricky Lavazza.  SUR

The Globe theatre.  FLICKR

Starlink.  WIKIMEDIA



April 24th to 30th 2020 
SUR IN ENGLISH

29FOOD&DRINK

W
hen someone is 
robbed or has an 
accident, the usual 

question is, ‘Are you insured?’ 
If you want to give a garden 
party in July the rain insur-
ance will obviously cost you 
less than for the same purpose 
in January. But what about 
business insurance? Not the 
premises or the fleet of motor 

vehicles, but unusual events 
that affect the businesses’ 
profitability? Such as a pan-
demic. 

A group of US restaurant 
owners paid millions in insur-
ance premiums over the years 
to cover any eventuality that 
could prejudice their bottom 
line. Referred to as Business 
Interruption Insurance, there 

can be no disputing that every 
occupation has been dis-
rupted big-time by the corona 
virus.  

But apparently the compa-
nies argue that insuring 
against a pandemic virus is 
impossible, and although a 
claim would be accepted if 
there were an actual virus in, 
for example, a restaurant 
kitchen causing a closedown, 
this would be a specific identi-
fiable issue.  

What the restaurants claim 
is that it is all part of a das-
tardly plan, whereby all US 
restaurants, whether insured 
or not, will lobby the govern-
ment for a nationwide bail-

out, avoiding insurers having 
to pay individual claims.  

While this class of insur-
ance is the norm in the States, 
in Spain it is highly unusual 
for a restaurant to have such 
cover. Loss of profits for any 
reason must be qualified with 
facts and figures, but a general 
suspension of all activity is 
not envisaged to any degree, 
so, the insurers maintain, this 
cannot qualify for a payout.  

If potential customers are 
stopped from frequenting res-
taurants by a pandemic, this 
has to be declared as such by 
the country’s government, 
something that has happened 
globally but not nationally.

Monasterio de Corias 

Wines from Asturias are rare, 
even more so red ones, and 
the region is 
better known 
for its cider. 
But this red, 
with a dash of 
Moscatel 
grape, has a 
heady, lush 
taste and an 
intense ripe 
fruit flavour. 
Well worth 
splashing out 
ten euros for 
the experience.

WINE OF THE WEEKInsure against 
anything?

ANDREW J. LINN

T
he origins of traditional 
chicken tikka masala 
are not known but a 

theory is that it originated in 
Glasgow Scotland, invented by 
a British Pakistani chef.  

 

 

CHICKEN TIKKA MASALA  

Ingredients 
 800g boned chicken thighs 

1 clove 

1 tsp cumin   

1 tbsp smoked paprika 

1 tbsp garam masala 

1 lemon 

4 cloves garlic 

2cm chunk fresh root ginger 

2 small pots natural yoghurt  

Fresh chilis to taste 

For the sauce: 

200g sliced onion 

4 garlic cloves minced 

fresh coriander 

1 tsp turmeric 

400g tin chopped tomato 

300ml chicken stock 

1 tin coconut milk 

juice of half a lemon 

salt 

Method  

For the marinade cut each 

chicken thigh into four. Lightly 
toast the spices in a dry frying 
pan until aromatic then grind 
into a powder and place in a 
bowl. Add the yoghurt, the 
lemon juice and grated rind, 
the minced garlic, ginger and 
chili and a pinch of salt.  Mix 
well and add the pieces of 
chicken. Cover and leave to 
marinate for 24 hours in the 
fridge. 
The following day remove the 
chicken from the marinade, 
sprinkle the pieces with oil and 
place on a grill over a baking 
tray. Heat the oven to 220ºC. 
Meanwhile prepare the sauce. 
Fry the onion, the garlic and the 
chopped coriander stems (save 
the leaves for garnish). When 
the onion is golden, add the 
chopped tomatoes and cook un-
til the liquid has reduced. Add 
the chicken stock and the coco-
nut milk and reduce the liquid 
on a low heat until about half 
remains.  
Place the chicken on a shelf 
near the top of the oven. Leave 
it to cook for ten minutes then 
take it out, turn the pieces over 
and return it to the oven to 
cook for a further ten minutes  
until golden brown and 
slightly singed in places. When 
it is cooked tip the chicken 
pieces and any juices in the 
pan, into the sauce and bring 
to the boil adding lemon juice 
to taste. Garnish with corian-
der. Serve with basmati rice 
and flat breads.

Chicken tikka masala

RECIPE

The province’s repertoire 
of confectionery includes 
some uniquely named 
sweets such as stupid 
doughnuts, fried 
gazpacho, lies and 
almond cheese  

JAVIER ALMELLONES 

MALAGA. Fried gazpacho (gaz-
pacho frito), and lies (embustes) 
are just two of some of the 
strangely named sweets in the 
Malaga recipe book. Some, like 
the borrachuelo (drunk), so com-
mon here in Malaga, are quite 
easy to reason why, so called be-
cause among the ingredients are 
wine and anis. However, further 
afield it can sound a bit of an 
odd name for a small cake. 

The same can be said for other  
cakes and desserts from Malaga 
and other parts of Andalucía such 
as bienmesabe (it tastes good), 
tortas locas (crazy cakes) and 

leche frita (fried milk). 
There are other sweets, not quite 

so well known in the province but 
often still made in homes, such as 
pan cortijo (farmhouse bread). This 
however, is a sweet cake and it does 
not even contain flour. It is made 
with just almonds, eggs, sugar and 
cinnamon. 

The origins of this unusual cake 
are unknown but because of its in-
gredients it could possibly date 
back to Al Andalus pastries. 

Another cake that uses ground 
almonds instead of wheat flour is 
the typical Ardales queso de al-
mendras (almond cheese), al-
though it contains no dairy. The 
traditional cheese-like shape of 
the ‘cake’ gives it its name.  

Gazpacho frito is typically found 
in Benamocarra and is made with 
eggs, flour, sugar and cinnamon 
but a touch of vinegar is added 
which justifies its ‘gazpacho’ name. 

The embustes (lies) are made 
from humble ingredients that are 
transformed into deceptively de-
licious cakes.  

The curious names 
of some of Malaga’s 
best-loved cakes    
and desserts
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A EFAT (Spanish Associa-
tion of Families Affected 
by Ataxia Telangiectasia) 

is a volunteer-run organisation 
that has dedicated the last decade 
to shining a light on a little-known 
disease that seriously affects the 
lives of young children. The asso-
ciation was founded in Vitoria 
(Basque Country) in 2009 and 
seeks to improve the quality of life 
of sufferers of ataxia telangiecta-
sia (AT).  

AT is a rare disorder character-
ised by progressive difficulty with 
coordinating movements (ataxia) 
beginning in early childhood, usu-
ally before the age five. The disor-
der affects the nervous system, 
immune system, and other body 
systems.  

Children typically develop prob-
lems with balance and coordina-
tion, disturbances in nerve func-
tion  - like involuntary jerking 
movements and muscle twitches 
- and slurred speech. Most chil-
dren with this disorder, which also 
includes sight problems caused 
by small clusters of enlarged blood 
vessels that occur in the eyes and 
on the surface of the skin, usually 
require wheelchair assistance by 
adolescence. AT is a genetic and 
neurodegenerative disease that 
has no cure, only treatment for the 
multiple effects of the disorder.  

AEFAT funds research projects 
in the search for a cure and it is 
currently caring for around 30 
families affected by the disease in 
Spain. AT is one of the 300 types 
of ataxia that exist and the patients 
are fully aware of the disease, since 
it does not affect their mental fac-
ulties. However, it prevents them 
from independently carrying out 
the basic activities of daily life, 
such as dressing, personal hygiene 
and eating.  

Positive approach 
“We must not forget that these chil-
dren have the capacity to think, 
feel, love and, of course, to be 
happy. For this reason, even 
though the disease is hard for 
families, we try to have a positive 
approach. Children and young 
people with AT are great fighters, 
and we like to highlight their cour-
age and their desire to overcome. 
We don’t want to add to their pain, 
we want to fight for the disease to 
be investigated,” AEFAT commu-
nications officer Rosa Casbas ex-
plained to SUR in English. 

Founded by family members 
and people related to patients with 
ataxia telangiectasia, AEFAT be-
longs to FEDER (Spanish Federa-
tion of Rare Diseases) and FEDAES 
(Federation of Ataxias of Spain). 
It is made up of respected biolo-
gists, biochemists, doctors and 
scientists recognised by organi-
sations like the European Molecu-
lar Biology Organisation, the Span-
ish Society for Biochemistry, the 

Basque Biobank and the Univer-
sity Hospital of the Canary Islands. 
AEFAT is currently funding a re-
search project at the University of 
Navarra Clinic and it continues to 
raise capital to fund new research 
projects related to the disease.  

Over the last few years, the as-
sociation has raised over 130,000 
euros with a bottle top campaign; 
while last year, volunteers raised 
30,000 euros during the Aitzina 
Folk Solidarity Festival. 

Special bond with Malaga 
The association also uses sport-
ing events to raise both funds and 
awareness, and these include the 
marathons in Seville, San Sebas-
tián and Malaga. 

“Our relationship with Malaga 
is important for several reasons. 
We have one family in Malaga that 

has a 16-year-old boy who suffers 
with AT. His mother is Isabel Olea, 
vice president of our association,” 
Rosa said. 

With the help of supporters and 
volunteers, Olea organises the Car-
rera AEFAT in Malaga, a charity 
run that is now in its sixth year. 
The race is used to raise money 
for research. This year’s event is 
threatened by the coronavirus cri-
sis, and the pandemic is also hav-
ing a direct impact on the children 
AEFAT represents.  

“Many people affected with rare 
diseases like AT have been left in 
a situation that is more compli-
cated than the one they already 
had before. We have to face Covid-
19 as a risk group, and stay home 
until a vaccine comes out. At pre-
sent, our children do not have ac-
cess to their speech therapy, 

physiotherapy or swimming thera-
pies, and these are so necessary 
for their disorder,” said Olea. 

She is also concerned about the 
difficulties faced with fundrais-
ing, because this is the bloodline 
of the charity.  

Clinical trials and research are 
slowing down and we continue 
without the support of the insti-
tutions. That is why we want to 
appeal to the solidarity of peo-
ple and local organisations  to 
continue raising funds to pay for 
the research projects we are cur-
rently funding. We need dona-
tions to continue promoting the 
search for a cure for AT,” Olea 
concluded.

 Children and volunteers of AEFAT during the World Rare Disease Day held earlier this year.  SUR

TONY BRYANT

A fight to 
cure the 
incurable

 AEFAT  was founded by family 
members of children with 
ataxia telangiectasia, a rare 
genetic  disorder that affects 
the nervous and immune 
system in early childhood 

S   Members of AE-
FAT and sufferers of 
ataxia telangiectasia 

participated in last 
year’s Zurich Malaga 
Marathon.  SUR

In search   
experts      

People need 
sunshine just as 
plants do and if we 
don’t get enough it 
can negatively 
affect our health 

In a way, human beings are like 
plants. We may not flower in 
the spring, but just as their 
leaves obtain nutrients from 
the sun which they need to pho-
tosynthesise and survive, we 
have cells in our skin which 
capture the ultraviolet rays (UV) 
- specifically type B - and pro-
vide us with the vitamin D we 
need to help us grow healthy 
and strong. 

Unlike flora, however, we 
spend most of our time indoors, 
even in sunny countries like 
Spain, and that’s why a large 
part of the Spanish population 
shows signs of lacking vitamin 
D: between 70 and 80 per cent 
of people over the age of 65, 30 
to 40 per cent of adults and 20 
to 30 per cent of children.  

Those were the figures prior 
to March, but experts say the 
lockdown, combined with an 
autumn and winter with few 
sunny days, will have brought 
the levels down still further and 
that could be a problem.  

Weakened defences 
“We have specific vitamin  D 
receivers in some of the cells 
in our bodies, such as the T-
lymphocytes and macrophages, 
which look after our body’s cel-
lular immunity. Low levels will 
weaken, and therefore reduce, 
our defences against external 
agents, such as Covid-19 for in-
stance,” says Dr José Manuel 
Cucalón, a member of the work-
ing group on Endocrinology, 
Metabolism and Nutrition of 
the Spanish Society of Doctors 
and General Practitioners 
(SEMG).  

Vitamin D also regulates the 

ELENA MARTÍN 

90% 
of vitamin D is synthesised 
through the contact of the 
skin with type B ultraviolet 
rays from the suni   More information  : 

www.aefat.es
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concentration of calcium in the 
blood, the expression of five per 
cent of genes - many of them with 
neurological activity (learning, 
memory, control of emotions) - 
and the multiplication of cell 
deaths, among many other func-
tions. For that reason, and to pre-
vent illnesses associated with a 
lack of this hormone, it is impor-
tant to maintain a minimum 
amount in the blood. There is, 
however, a certain amount of de-
bate among specialists on this 
point, given that some say it should 
be 30 nanogrammes per millili-
tre of blood and others say 20.  

Whichever quantity is correct, 
we are not going to find it easy to 
maintain while we stay at home 
because 90 per cent of vitamin D 
synthesises when the B-type UV 
sun rays come into contact with 
the skin, and not everyone is for-
tunate enough to have a terrace, 
patio or garden.  

Ten minutes a day 
Despite all this, the SEMG recom-
mends getting some sun on the 
face, arms and legs for at least 10 
to 15 minutes a day, even if only 

through an open window (the 
glass acts as a screen and filters 
the radiation) and, preferably, in 
the middle of the day and with no 
solar protection. 

“Normally, the creams that fil-
ter the radiation are recommended 
to prevent pathologies such as skin 
cancer, but in this case they aren’t, 
because they stop the synthesis 
of vitamin D,” says Dr Cucalón.  

“Also, ten to 15 minutes isn’t go-
ing to result in  signs of burning, 
but is enough to obtain sufficient 
amounts of vitamin D”.  

Another piece of advice is to in-
crease foods which are high in vi-
tamin D, such as oily fish (salmon, 
mackerel, sardines, tuna), wild 
mushrooms, eggs, avocado, shell-
fish and products with added vi-
tamin D, such as some milks, juices 
and cereals.   

“Certain groups who are higher 
risk, such as elderly people, those 
in care homes, children and teen-
agers, breast-feeding mothers, 
pregnant women and patients with 
chronic illnesses should take some 
form of complementary medica-
tion, such as colecalciferol, as well,” 
says the doctor. 

Obese people also have more 
difficulty in synthesising this hor-
mone because the layer of fat stops 
it being absorbed correctly.  

With regard to children, the 
Spanish Association of Primary 
Paediatrics (AEPap) recommends 
telephoning the paediatrician to 
ask for advice before giving them 
dietary supplements of vitamin D.  

Greater risk of burning 
The lack of sunshine in March and 
April is also going to delay  the ad-
aptation of melanocytes   (the cells 
which make us tan) to the UV-B 
rays, which are more powerful in 
the summer. 

“If we haven’t had any sunshine 
during the state of alarm, when 
we do go out we will be more at 
risk of sunburn than in other 
years,” warns Yolanda Gilaberte, 
vice-president of the Spanish Der-
matology Association.  

“Therefore, it is a good idea to 
expose our skin to the sun gradu-
ally and be more cautious, espe-
cially people with fair skin who 
tend not to tan easily,” she says.  

Other effects of a lack of sun-
shine are: worsening of acne and 
seborrheic dermatitis; a change 
in blood pressure - type A ultra-
violet rays make the skin synthe-
sise nitrous oxide, a vasodilator 
that improves blood flow; and a 
change in mood: there is a reduc-
tion in endorphins, the happiness 
hormones that increase our sense 
of wellbeing. 

   of a ray of sunshine in the lockdown:  
   warn of vitamin D deficiency  
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Clubs have been given a 
protocol to follow with a 
view to restarting 
league action on 29 May 
or 5 June - should the 
government give the 
plan the green light 

MALAGA. This week is a crucial 
one for the return of professional 
football in Spain. LaLiga hopes 
that teams in the top two divi-
sions in Spain can begin training 
next Monday so that the com-
petitive action can resume on 
either Friday 29 May, or a week 
later on 5 June (also a Friday).  

On Saturday, an agreement 
was reached in Madrid between 
the Consejo Superior de De-
portes (CSD), the Spanish Foot-
ball Federation (RFEF) and 
LaLiga following a meeting 
hosted by the Secretary of State 
for Sport, Irene Lozano, in which 
RFEF chief Luis Rubiales and 
LaLiga boss Javier Tebas, whose 
relationship has been strained, 
participated. 

This eight-hour meeting (as 
reported by the CSD) served to 
lay the foundations for the re-
turn of professional football. It 
approved the protocol put for-
ward by LaLiga that would see 
players prepare for the return 
to action, behind closed doors, 
without any risk to their health. 

With a protocol already estab-
lished, all that remains is for the 

central government - in this 
case, the Health authorities - to 
give the green light to the return 
of the players to the place cho-
sen for training, the second of 
the four phases set. 

A phased return 
The protocol to get players ready 
for a restart to the season com-
prises four phases. The first, un-
der way since the declaration of 
the state of alarm, is keeping 
players in isolation at their 
homes where they carry out in-
dividual training, supervised by 
the physical trainers; the sec-
ond, consists of individual train-
ing but back at the usual place 

of work; the third sees training 
escalate to group sessions, with 
a limited number of players, 
(eight); and the last is the return 
to full group training. 

Coronavirus testing will be car-
ried out on all professionals and 
their family members, as well as 
periodical antibody testing. 

In the second phase, hoped to 
start next Monday, players will 
arrive at their clubs’ training 
complexes, 15 minutes apart. If 
the players use the same equip-
ment, it will be disinfected. 

Even in the final phase the 
strictest hygiene and disinfec-
tion measures will still be main-
tained. In the case of a positive 

result, the player will be imme-
diately isolated, the whole group 
will be tested for coronavirus, 
the facilities will be disinfected 
and there will be daily medical 
controls. 

This is all to get players ready 
for a potential return in as little 
as five weeks’ time. 

The union’s doubts 
Although there is an agreement 
between LaLiga and the Span-
ish Federation, the approval of 
the Spanish Footballers Asso-
ciation (AFE) is yet to arrive. 

The players’ union has this 
week expressed its concern 
about the phase to follow, when 

matches resume. It has not yet 
been ruled out that even from 
this third stage until the conclu-
sion of the season that players 
could be made to live under the 
same roof in a World Cup-style 
camp to avoid possible infection 
and delaying the season even 
further.  

However, this would imply 
players being separated from 
their families for at least a 
month and a half which could 
have implications for their men-
tal health, given it would be an 
extension of the already six 
weeks of confinement. 

In order to try to find consen-
sus, LaLiga has already set up 
meetings with the coaches of the 
First and Second Division teams, 
as well as with the captains of 
the squads.

Players union expresses concern as plan 
to restart football season is agreed

Luis Rubiales, Irene Lozano and Javier Tebas, following their meeting in Madrid on Saturday.  EFE

SERGIO CORTÉS 
 

ANTONIO GÓNGORA  

MALAGA. The potentially immi-
nent return of football is good 
news for fans but the prospect of 
finishing the season behind 
closed doors will be bittersweet. 

There are still eleven games 
left to be played in Segunda this 
season. Six of these are home ties 
at La Rosaleda (against Huesca, 
Extremadura, Girona, Albacete, 
Deportivo La Coruña and Al-
corcón), representing 28.5 per 
cent of the total home games - 
something season tickets hold-
ers are going to miss out on. 

The simplest solution would 
be to refund this percentage of 
what they paid at the start of the 
season. This figure is estimated 
to be around 945,000 euros. 
Malaga, however, given their deli-
cate financial situation, can ill af-
ford this, especially given the fur-
ther loss of the expected gate re-
ceipts for individual tickets, es-
timated to be around 275,000 
euros. 

The club, therefore, is looking 
into other ways to repay the fans, 
while at the same time incentiv-
ising them to continue their sup-
port. One solution could be to use 

this money as a discount on a sea-
son ticket for the next campaign. 

Capital increase 
With the club needing to fill a 15-
million-euro shortfall in its fi-
nances to avoid dropping out of 
the league, judicial administra-
tor José María Muñoz is also con-
sidering a capital increase, po-
tentially opening the door to an 
outside investor. 

This, alongside the various 
other cost-saving measures al-
ready in the pipeline, could help 
to bridge the gap in time for dead-
line at the end of July.

Malaga looking into ways to compensate 
season ticket holders for games missed

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

Malaga to no longer 
use city’s athletics 
stadium for training 

When Malaga eventually do re-
turn to training, it won’t be to 
the city’s athletics stadium - 
their second home for the past 
decade. 

It is set to be announced 
that the club will no longer 
make use of the Ciudad de 
Málaga stadium on the west-
ern edge of the city as part of  
a cost-cutting measure put in 
place by judicial administrator 
José María Muñoz. 

Muñoz, who must reduce 
costs to balance the club’s 
books, has taken the decision 
as it will free up 500,000 euros 
annually. Though Malaga CF is 
not the only entity to make use 
of the facilities, it is responsi-
ble for the upkeep of the play-
ing surface, 24-hour security 
and catering staff. 

Instead, the squad will train 
on the annex next to La 
Rosaleda stadium or on the 
main pitch if necessary.
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I n this time of reflection, in 
my office sits a single foot-
ball boot. It’s not just any 

football boot... it’s the only boot I 
ever scored a goal with - and it’s 
not even mine. 

I borrowed it from a footballer 
who I regard as the best there 
has ever been, when at the peak 
of his powers - Ronaldo Nazário. 

Better than Messi? More tal-
ented than Cristiano? Surely, he 
can’t compare to Pelé. The an-
swer is yes. When he was on top 
of his game, he had elements of 
all of those mentioned and more. 

He could go from the halfway 
line to a goal celebration as fast 
as Messi, had the body strength 
of Cristiano, the aura of Pelé and 
would match Kylian Mbappé in a 
foot race. 

While interviewing Bobby 
Robson pre-match on the Camp 
Nou pitch, the then-Barcelona 
manager summonsed his slim 
centre forward towards our cam-
era crew and said: “Focus on this 
fella tonight; he’s out of this 
world – he’s the next big thing.” 

Barcelona paid a world record 
fee to prise him away from PSV 
Eindhoven, where he’d scored 
54 goals in 58 games and he was 
to better this percentage at the 
Camp Nou with 47 goals in his 
first season of 49 games. Statis-
tics may be boring but his goals 
weren’t.  

A slalom run from the halfway 
line, making Compostela de-
fenders look like extras from a 
Hollywood movie, resulted in a 
goal which had Bobby Robson 
looking up to the sky in disbelief. 

World Player of the Year three 
times, Golden Boot as a 2002 
World Cup Winner, uniquely 

played for Barça and Real Ma-
drid, as well as both of the Milan 
clubs, earned a standing ovation 
at Old Trafford after scoring a 
hat-trick in the 1998 Champions 
League quarter final... he cer-
tainly earned the nickname “El 
Fenómeno” – the Phenomenon. 

Sadly, a seizure on the eve of 
the 1998 World Cup final meant 
he sleepwalked through the 
game and his body couldn’t 
match the footballing soul. Rav-
aged by injury, he started to gain 
weight. 

So how come I ended up with 
his boot? On the weekend of a 
Madrid derby I was invited to 
play in an annual press game. 
Steve McManaman agreed to get 
me a pair of size nines and threw 
some Nikes at me. “He wants 
them back tomorrow. They’re 
his spares,” he said. 

I couldn’t believe that I’d bor-
rowed a pair of boots with Ron-

aldo’s motif sewn into them. 
Long story short, normally a 
goalkeeper, I was told to play up 
front. Respected Guardian 
writer, Sid Lowe threaded a 
pass to me, I tiptoed around the 
goalkeeper and magically fin-
ished in the fashion of the Real 
striker.   

As promised, I gave them a 
shine and returned them the 
next day. Macca explained that I 
regularly raise money for char-
ity, so Ronaldo allowed me to 
keep the boot, signed them and 
posed for the picture. 

I did auction off the left boot to 
raise a thousand pounds and 
contributed to charity, so mor-
ally I could hang onto the boot I 
scored with. 

It dawned on me that these 
boots were magic and could turn 
any man struggling with his 
body weight into El Fenómeno. 
Maybe not!

Ronaldo with Rob Palmer and the boot in 2003.  GUILLEM BALAGUÉ

The Phenomenon 
At the peak of his powers, there was nobody    
better than Ronaldo Nazário

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

The squad’s salary will 
be reduced by 10 per 
cent should action 
resume and by 20 per 
cent should the season 
be cancelled 

JUAN CALDERÓN 

MALAGA. The entire Unicaja 
playing squad and coach Luis 
Casimiro have agreed to take 
a pay cut for the duration of the 
stoppage of the basketball sea-
son as a result of the corona-
virus pandemic. 

This followed relatively brief 
negotiations after the an-
nouncement made on Good 

Friday by the board of direc-
tors  that  the club would be 
pursuing a wage cut with the 
state of alarm having been ex-
tended. The statement also 
made it clear that coaches, ad-
ministrative staff and academy 
players (on a considerably 
lower salary) would remain un-
affected. 

Despite concerns aired by 
players whose contracts were 
set to expire, the squad unani-
mously agreed to a salary re-
duction of 10 per cent should 
league action resume in the 
coming weeks (in June if given 
the all-clear) and a 20 per cent 
reduction if no more games are 
played this campaign.

Unicaja’s players and 
coach agree to pay cut

J. CALDERÓN 

MALAGA. There is some light at 
the end of the tunnel for Spanish 
basketball. The Assembly of Liga 
ACB voted this week on a format 
to conclude the season: the cur-
rent top 12 of the league’s 18 
teams will compete in a play-off 
in a neutral venue, starting pro-
visionally on 15 June. 

The 12 teams have been di-

vided into groups of six, with Uni-
caja paired with Barcelona, Te-
nerife, Bilbao, Baskonia and Jov-
entut. Each side will play each 
other once before the top two in 
each group contest a semi-final 
for a place in the final against the 
winner of the other group. 

It was also decided that no 
teams will be relegated this year, 
opening up the possibility of a 
20-team top flight next season.

Clubs vote for the Liga ACB to 
conclude with a tournament in a 
neutral venue from 15 June

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

Coach Luis Casimiro gives instructions to his players.  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all but-
gets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel 952491609/ 667067269  

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers. Tel 952491609/ 
667067269  

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

Torremolinos 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM  Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella. 678791495 
sparklenripple@hotmail.com 
www.sparklenripple.net 

 CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287  

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs, renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers, rollers. info@per-
fectpools.es 650 348785 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Kit Hogg 600260534/ Penny 
Hogg 686888409 www.spain-
tree.com  

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

ELECTRICIAN, plumbing, con-
struction, painting. Innovation 
Sotogrande/Marbella. 648712530. 
ROT för svenskar  

REFURBISHMENT projects and 
bathrooms, 3D planning. Damp 
proofing.www.pohl-service-
group.com - 951216969 

MASTER builder, 40 years expe-
rience, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
693051543 www.inversioneswin-
chestersl.com  

BUILDER/ Handyman seeks work. 
Malaga/ Marbella. Own tools, van. 
My work on Facebook: Pavlo Handy-
man. 622336727 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH 
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES. 
678450051 costadiggers@hot-
mail.com www.costadiggers.com 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

Electricians 

24H EMERGENCY Electricians. Ex-
perts in fault finding. Complete 
rewires, extra sockets, boletins, 
projects. 610887921/ 951351051  

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com  

STAN clean reliable painter, deco-
rator. Recommendations. Free 
quote. Whatsapp 663424258  

FULLY qualified decorator, all as-
pects covered with over 25 years 
experience. Friendly/ efficient 
service. References available. All 
areas covered, Marbella to Gra-
nada. Contact Mark 
653080455/952034078. Face-
book: Mark Wright Painter and 
Decorator  

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: door, kitchens & furniture. Wall-
papering. Call/Whatsapp: Daniel: 
628066308  
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain-tech So-
lutions  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING Machines, refrigerators, 
boilers, cookers, ovens... Profes-
sionally repaired. Christian 
608337497 

REPAIRS to washing machines, dish-
washers, ovens, fridges. Call Garry 
Goodman +34673344212. English 
Service Techinician. 38 years expe-
rience 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual to 
motorised. New installations. Also 
blinds, awnings, mosquito screens. 
All areas covered coast and inland. 
655825931 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199  

MARBLE & Terrazzo floor polish-
ing. Over 30yrs experience. Reliable 
& honest. No fuss, no dust. Call Steve 
649037535 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

 
  

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. 
Highest quality UPVC windows, 
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass 
replacement fully guaranteed. 
Trade/ public. Showroom. 
952667761/ 680828000  

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803  

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24 hour callout. Free 
security surveys. English speak-
ing. 636770865, 952660233. 
www.securityofspain.com  

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 658277572 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation 
service, repair & re-gas, 24h 
callout. All work guaranteed. Con-
tact Cool Breeze 610887921/ 
951351051  

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 
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HEATPUMPS and aircondition-
ing.Underfloorheating.Renewable 
energy.www.pohl-service-
group.com - 951216969 

FUJITSU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive.  www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287  

Cleaning Services 

OVEN cleaning domestic, commer-
cial, professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional. Reliable. Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com  

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Translators 

TRANSLATIONS All languages. 
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147 al-
an1l@yahoo.co.ok  

Loans 

DO YOU need a loan. Own a prop-
erty? We can help you. Quick and 
easy. Call 678648760 info@ndcon-
sulting.es 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 
15 METRE VAN LEAVING SPAIN FOR 
UK MAY 1ST. SPACE AVAILABLE 
BOTH WAYS. 639928090. LOCAL 
REMOVALS TOO!! 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com  

WORLDWIDE shipping, door2door 
service. British Removal Company 
SL. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com  

MOVING locally? Call 952426463/ 
660563131. Best prices. Fully le-
gal. British Removal Company  

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071  

VERY large  collection of CDs for 
sale, Rock n Roll & Classical. Clas-
sical LPs as well. 200 books by James 
Patterson. All at 3 euros each. Pick 
and Choose. 200 books, Lee Child, 
300 Books Wilbur Smith, plus over 
10,000 other paperbacks all at 6 
euros each. New delivery from the 
UK every week courtesy of Univer-
sal books. Shop Estb. 48 years, 3 
generations. Visit Shakespeare Book-
shop by NH Hotel, San Pedro 

ORNAMENTS & general birc-a-

brac wanted. Good prices paid. 

661402134  

BUY VINYL records, record player, 

CD’s and Radios. 651187549 

BUY FUR Coats and Jackets hand-
bags, designer bags, oriental and 
Persian carpets, jewellery and 
watches, all kinds of  silver silver 
plated 90/100/800, cutlery, tin, 
amber, coral, coins, medals, porce-
lain,  radio, musical instruments. 
Military items until 1945, photos, 
medals etc., fair price in cash. Phone 
651187549 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any 
age, any condition. Cash. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 
952796166/ 615834322. 
info@transmatic.es www.trans-
matic.es 

NAUTICAL 
OPPORTUNITY: For sale 12mts 
mooring Puerto Banus. Good loca-
tion. 616969496 

EXPERIENCED female sailor look-
ing for opportunity on Costa del Sol. 
Certified up to Yacht Master Off-
shore Sail. 616969496 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080.  Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web: www.lo-
calsoft.com 
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HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

CALAHONDA: Freshening massage 
by professional lady. Whatsapp 
605304448 

Therapists 

MARBELLA & Gibraltar Counsel-
ling and Psychosexual therapy. 
COSRT and BACP accredited. In-
dividuals and couples. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard +447813944146  

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. Also online. 
951311216 www.naturaclass 

Others 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros pack of 10.  gadget-
man3b53@gmail.com 

MALE female. Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivery  or mail  order vi-
agra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

VIDEO / TV 

Satellite Installation 

BBC SYTEM from 150 euros. iptv 
skytv and all europeens channels 
from 100 euros. Wide range of ac-
tives pasives speakers and audio am-
plifiers at very low prices. Smart tvs 
49 from 380 euros.. more informa-
tion 670 443 838   962 443 838 
since 1973. jose sotto email  jose-
sottoamselem77@gmail.com 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CONSULATES

Great Britain                   C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                                                    952352300 

USA                                   Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                                             952474891 
Belgium                           Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                                      951516019 

Denmark                          Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                                     952211797 
Norway                            Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola                             952667955 
Canada                             C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                                      952223346 

Germany                          Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                                                952363591 
Sweden                            Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                                          952604383 

Ireland                             Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                                                  952475108 

France                              1, Plaza de Santa Cruz, Seville                                                                  954293200 

Italy                                  Calle Lagasca, 98, Madrid                                                                           912106910 
Austria                             Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                                  952600267 

Finland                             Calle Blasco de Garay, 7, Malaga                                                                952212435 
Saudi Arabia                   Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                                          952310358 
Greece                              Salitre, 16, Malaga                                                                                         952311847 

Iceland                             Paseo Marítimo 91, 29640 Fuengirola                                                    952661200 
Philippines                      C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                                           952222757 

Hungary                           Av. de Andalucía 26 29007 Malaga                                                         952308393

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator  112 

National Police  091 

Local (municipal) Police 092 
Medical 061  

Fire 080 

Guardia Civil  062 

Sea Rescue  900202202  

Crime report  902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  
 

Samaritans in Spain  900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 

Age Care 952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona) 608458555 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  
 

Salud Responde (doctors’ appoint-
ments & advice)  955545060 

ESTEPONA                                       

Bus Station 955038665 

Taxi Service 952802900 

Tourist Office 952802002 

Town Hall 952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept. 952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

Bus Station 952475066 
Taxi Service 952471000 
Tourist Office 952467625 
Town Hall 952589300 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 

MALAGA                                            

Bus Station 952350061 
Railway Station 902240202 
Taxi Service 952345693 
Tourist Office 951926020 

MARBELLA                                       

Bus Station 955038665  
Taxi Service 952774488 
Tourist Office 952768760 
Town Hall 952761100 
Foreign Residents Dept.   952768760 

MIJAS                                                 

Town Hall  952485900 
Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 
Taxi 952478288 
Tourism Office 952589034 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 

NERJA                                               

Bus Station 902422242 

Taxi Service 952520537 
Tourist Information  952521531 
Town Hall 952548400 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401 

TORREMOLINOS                              

Bus Station 902143144 
Taxi Service 952380600 
Tourist Office 952371909 
Town Hall 952379400 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952374231 

BENALMÁDENA                              

Bus Station 902450550 
Taxi Service 952441545 
Tourist Office 952442494 
Town Hall 952374231 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA                              

Bus Station 952503162 
Taxi 952540016 
Town Hall 952559100 
Tourist Office 952541104  

GIBRALTAR                                       

General emergency 199/112(mobiles) 
Fire/ambulance (emergency) 190 
Tourist Office (00350) 20074950 
Taxi (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

Coronavirus information

955 545 060
Other emergencies

061 / 112
For general health 
emergencies. Avoid 
using this if not urgent

There is also a numbero to notify symptoms, but 
to avoid jamming the line try the APP first

900 400 061

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. 7 Up 2.  Cola 3. Dr Pepper   
4. Root Beer

Which soft drink 
contained the mood drug  
lithium until 1948?

1. Basil 2. Marjoram 3. Fennel 
4. Tarragon

The town of Marathon in 
Greece is named after 
which herb ?¶

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11406

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Right now you must nurture yourself. 

Give yourself a treat, a present, a foot 

massage? An unexpected bit of luck at 

the weekend cheers you up.   

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Be ready to leap at an opportunity at 

the weekend, but don’t take risks. Think 

about small beginnings becoming giant 

opportunities.    

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Your idea of what success means is 

changing with every day. A lot of 

rethinking has led you on a new path. 

Frustratingly you are not yet in a 

position to move ahead at pace.     

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

 Although you are thinking of making 

changes, there is a need to be patient. 

No way do you give up any fight easily 

but sometimes ‘going with the flow’ is 

the only way.     

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Keeping an open mind leads in the 

right direction. Cooperation with 

those close brings surprises and some 

emotions you have never felt before.  

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Pampering and finding relaxing 

techniques for your body is needed. 

Listen to your needs and don’t try to 

ignore them.     

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Someone who you have been helping 

out recently may find a new avenue for 

this. There are certain blanks in your 

life at the moment and this may prove 

to be one of them.   

 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

A certain amount of burnout may have 

occurred mentally over the last few 

weeks. Remember that you are not 

responsible for everyone else. 

 

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Some offers that come your way this 

week are both surprising and pleasing. 

The fact is that you often put others 

before yourself. That is admirable but, 

at this time, could be misguided.      

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Recent weeks have shown you that you 

have more to offer than others think 

and expect. Maybe going in a new 

direction, if only for this short time, has 

given you something special.   

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Have you been suppressing your more 

creative and nurturing side? Getting 

involved with something that brings 

both could be truly satisfying. 

Satisfaction is the key to happiness.  

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Any problems with work need to be 

kept within balance. Why worry about 

the past or things that you cannot 

change? Your energy may be low and 

that is not good for your health.

9 3 8 5 2

6

5 4 9 2 3

3 9 4 6 1

1 7 8

6 9

5 2 1 8

7 2

7 1 8 3

O OO O

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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Across Down

WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer: 7 Up 

Of interest: Originally called “Bib-

Label Lithiated Lemon-Lime Soda” 

it hit stores just two weeks before 

the 1929 stock market crash. It 

contained lithium citrate, a mood-

stabilizing drug used to treat manic 

states, bipolar disorder and 

hangovers at the time.   

Answer: Fennel 

Of interest: The name “Marathon”  

comes from the Ancient Greek 

marathon or marathos meaning 

‘fennel’. It is believed that the town 

was originally named so because of 

an abundance of fennel plants 

around it.

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is H.  Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Sikhism, all 
religions.

Last week:  
Ronda  

These interlinked stone arches are 

found on a roundabout at the junction 

of the A369 and the A39 just outside 

of Ronda. 

A roundabout with five tall palms

Language Crossword

CORONAVIRUS ADVICE

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone

Coronavirus information

955 545 060
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A
 group of residents quar-
antined at a marina have 
found a novel way to help 

fight the Coronavirus and support 
the local economy - by buying their 
supplies locally in La Línea. 

Around 30 families have been 
stuck on their boats since the lock 
down began over a month ago at 
Alcaidesa Marina. 

But rather than travel to the 
local supermarket and risk get-
ting infected they voted to get all 
their goods delivered from local 
suppliers. 

The community, which is made 
up of Brits, Belgians, Germans, 
French, Greeks, Dutch, Russians 
and Spanish, now get a weekly de-
livery of local produce, much to 
the delight of the local suppliers 
who are struggling with the eco-
nomic cost of the lock down. 

The move was made possible 
after a Facebook group was set up 
to help the residents communi-
cate and prevent them from get-
ting lonely - as some live on their 
own and have been confined to 
their boat. 

Deborah Clarke-Topper, 52, 
who is originally from Yorkshire 
and lives on a catamaran in the 
marina with her husband and two 
Spanish waterdogs, set up the 
Facebook group after noticing 
that some residents were strug-
gling with isolation and getting 
hold of basic supplies. She now 
compiles a shopping list for 
around 36 people a week, with 
supplies being delivered direct 
to the boats. 

She told SUR in English: “We are 
using local suppliers rather than 
big companies as we thought they 
might be suffering after losing their 
business and customers during 
the lockdown.  

“We’re happy to support them 
and the quality we get is very high 
-our butcher for example, raises 
his own animals. 

“The suppliers have been very 
supportive of our scheme and de-
liver to each boat.” 

Fellow marina resident Paul 
Breen-Turner told SUR in English 

that his nearest neighbour was 
over 30 metres away and that the 
Facebook group was a great way 
to communicate - rather than 
shouting across pontoons to other 
residents. 

Paul, 52, who is originally from 
London, but has lived in Spain 
since 1985 and is a former SUR in 
English contributor and La Liga 
football commentator, added: “We 
made a group decision to contact 
local people from La Línea to pro-
vide us with fruit, vegetables, fish, 
meat and wine and spirits.  

“Local suppliers now deliver eve-
rything to us. When the people who 
deliver our food arrive in our ma-
rina they get applauded by every-
one here. It’s fantastic. We are get-
ting better produce now then we 
would do at the supermarket. 

“Although a lot of us have not 
left the marina in 32 days, we 
have managed to support the lo-
cal community.” 

Paul added that each night at 
8pm the residents stand on the 
highest point of their boat to clap. 

“It gets pretty loud as there are 
a number of super yachts here too 
and a lot of fog horns being 
sounded,” he said. 

“So it’s pretty deafening when 
we all go out to clap. It just shows a 
little bit of solidarity for those 
around us. 

“I heard bad things about La 
Línea before I moved here, but it’s 
a fascinating place. Throughout 
the crisis the people of La Línea 
have taken us to their hearts be-
cause we wanted to support the lo-
cal businesses. They have a great 
community spirit here.”  

He added that although the lock-
down has been tough, it has 
brought people closer together in 
the marina. 

He explained: “People on boats 
are made of stern stuff. If you are 
crossing the Atlantic in your boat 
from the Canary Islands, you 
wouldn’t get off your boat for over 
a month. So if we can’t survive this 
lockdown confined to our boats, 
we’ve got some serious problems 
for our sailing future.”

A local supplier makes 
a delivery at the marina.  SUR

ASH BOLTON

Community 
spirit thrives 
in the marina

 Quarantine on the water.  Local 
residents in Alcaidesa Marina 
in La Línea have rallied round 
to support each other and the 
local economy during the 
lockdown

Deborah 
 Clarke-Topper.  SUR

Paul 
 Breen-Turner.  SUR


