
in English

FREE COPY
THE NEWSPAPER FOR 

SOUTHERN SPAIN

August 7th to 13th 2020 
www.surinenglish.com

Official market leader 
Audited by PGD/OJD

Appl
face,
mask
liquid
spots

SFPSFP

THE SPANISH SUN. GLORIOUS, 
BUT DANGEROUS

Dermatologists 
warn of the need 
to apply sunscreen 
to prevent 
burning, even 
when wearing a 
face mask   P34
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In an exchange of letters published 
by the Spanish Royal Family this 
week, emeritus King Juan Carlos   
told his son, Felipe VI, that he was 
leaving Spain to live abroad. He 
didn’t want “repercussions from 
certain past events” in his private 
life to distract from his son’s role 
as Head of State, he said.  

Juan Carlos leaving the country 
was one of the options being 
weighed up by King Felipe and the 

government as a way of dealing 
with the ongoing investigation into 
the former Head of State’s alleg-
edly illicit business affairs.  

The 82-year-old, who ruled 
Spain for 39 years, gave his con-
sent to the proposal some days ago, 
although he has not agreed to give 
up his royal title. His destination 
has not been confirmed, but his 
lawyer has said he is at the disposal 
of the Public Prosecutor.  P16

Juan Carlos I 
moves abroad 
as heat is turned 
up over scandal 

The current King’s father, who abdicated in 
2014, has said he doesn’t want his private 
affairs to distract from his son’s reign

Juan Carlos de Borbón, 
in a photo taken in 2018. EFE

Localised Covid-19 outbreaks rise on 
the western Costa del Sol as 
spotlight continues to fall on clubs P6

Benalmádena’s iconic 
theme park, Tivoli 
World, goes into 
administration  P6
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The majority of fines - 
around 20 a day - are 
for talking on or 
handling a mobile 
phone while driving, 
which incurs a penalty 
of 200 euros and a 
loss of three points  

JUAN CANO 

MALAGA. It’s a large van, a seven-
seater. If you see it on the road, 
nothing about it would make you 
think that it is an unmarked ve-
hicle belonging to the central gov-
ernment’s Traffic Department 
(DGT). Well, maybe the registra-
tion plate, if you have sharp eyes, 
and the presence of two Guardia 
Civil officers - with sharper eyes 
than yours - in the front, although 
by the time you spot them you 
will already have overtaken it. 

“My colleagues in Seprona [the 
Guardia Civil’s nature protection 
unit] used to call me ‘the lynx’,” 
jokes José Miguel. There’s a rea-
son for that. Neither he nor his 
colleague Antonio miss a thing 
that goes on around them as they 
drive along the highways of 
Malaga province. Their mission 
is to detect serious traffic offences. 
SUR went with them for a day on 
patrol.  

The unmarked van, one of the 
15 that the DGT has been using 
for this purpose since early last 
month, is in Malaga temporarily. 
The officers from the Guardia 
Civil’s Traffic section are issuing 
around 20 fines a day on average.  

“We don’t carry a speed cam-
era so we can’t measure how fast 
people are going. We focus on the 
most serious offences commit-
ted by drivers,” says Antonio. The 
most common offence of all is us-
ing a mobile phone while driv-
ing.  

From the van, the officers have 
a perfect view. It is 8.30am on a 
Wednesday morning and as a 
small Renault Twingo passes us 

on the Malaga bypass, Antonio 
can clearly see that the driver is 
talking on his phone. He tells José 
Miguel, who switches on the blue 
lights which are not normally no-
ticeable on the van. This alerts 
the driver of the Renault, and the 
officers look for a safe place to 
pull him over: the Pedregalejo 
exit. Their colleagues on motor-
bikes, who are there to escort and 
support them, also stop to direct 
the traffic.  

The young driver tries to deny 
it. “My mobile is in my bag,” he 
says, and politely but very nerv-
ously tries to explain that he 
wasn’t using it and offers to show 
them the list of phone calls made 

and received. “We can’t get in-
volved in that because, for a start, 
he might have been using a dif-
ferent mobile which he has hid-
den. I stopped him because I 
clearly saw him talking on a 
phone. We only issue fines if we 
are absolutely sure what we saw,” 
José Miguel explains. He gives the 
driver some hand sanitiser after 
returning his driving licence to 
him. “We always do that. It’s for 
their safety, and also for mine,” 
he says.  

“And how much is this fine go-
ing to be?” asks the driver, visi-
bly angry.  

Using a mobile phone while 
driving is considered a serious 

offence and it incurs a fine of 
200 euros (with a 50 per cent 
discount if paid within 20 days) 
and the loss of three points on 
the driving licence. Despite this, 
and the number of vehicles and 
devices with ‘hands free’, more 
people than you might imagine 

still do it.   
The van resumes its journey, 

and the officers intercept the 
driver of a brand new Maserati 
with a screen and satnav at the 
entrance to the Carlos Haya tun-
nel. He is steering with one hand 
and holding a phone to his ear 
with the other. He doesn’t deny 
it. “I’m doing a long trip and it 
was a call from my work. The mo-
bile didn’t connect to the hands-
free so I answered it,” he says in 
explanation.  

“I once caught an elderly 
woman holding a tablet to her ear 
while she was driving. She said 
she didn’t have a phone so she 
had to use the tablet,” says José 
Miguel.  

“There are people who write 
WhatsApp messages or post on 
social media while they’re driv-
ing. They don’t seem to under-
stand the danger,” says Antonio.   

Make-up 
During this campaign with the 
van in Malaga - the vehicles are 
used in different provinces of An-
dalucía at different times - the 
Guardia Civil officers have seen 
women putting their make-up on 
while driving down the motor-
way and even a girl who let go of 
the steering wheel altogether so 
she could roll a cigarette. “Those 
are exceptional cases, though,” 
they say.  

The risks the officers talk about 
are documented and the DGT is 
well aware of them. A four-sec-
ond distraction, which is the time 
it takes to light a cigarette or look 
at a WhatsApp message, when 
driving at 100 kilometres an hour, 
means not looking at the road 
over a distance of about 113 me-
tres. The danger of having an ac-
cident increases considerably.   

The use of these vans is an-
other way of reducing the acci-
dent rate. According to the DGT’s 
statistics for 2019, driver distrac-
tion is the cause of at least one 
out of every four accidents, and 
the main cause of that distrac-
tion is a mobile phone.  

“Using a phone at the wheel 
makes you four times more likely 
to have an accident and the risk is 
equal to that of drink-driving,” 
say DGT sources.  

The ESRA Project (a European 
survey about attitudes towards 
safety of road users, carried out 
in 2015) shows that those who 

On the trail of serious offenders: a day on 
the road with the unmarked traffic police

Explaining to a driver what he has done wrong.  F. S.Officer José Miguel, at the wheel of the van.  F. SILVA

Antonio checks a driver’s documentation while his colleague directs traffic.  FRANCIS SILVA

The van, one of the 15 
the DGT has been using 
since early July, is in 
Malaga province 
temporarily
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were interviewed were aware that 
using a mobile phone has a nega-
tive effect on driving and in-
creases the risk of having an ac-
cident.  

However, even though the per-
ception of risk is high, 38 per cent 
of drivers admit that they speak 
on or handle their phone while 
they are driving, and 27 per cent 
say they write and send messages. 
The DGT, which backs the data 
of the ESRA project, says the per-
centages are “particularly high” 
in drivers under the age of 34.  

As our van is driving along in 
the right-hand lane, it is over-
taken by an Audi. The ‘lynx’ im-
mediately spots that the driver, 
a middle-aged man, is wearing 
an earpiece in his right ear. “Let’s 
try and overtake him, and see if 
he has one in the other ear as 
well, and if he does we’ll stop 
him,” he says.   

Earphones 
Antonio, who is driving now, ac-
celerates as we ask what the rules 
are about wearing earpieces or 
headphones. 

“Using one isn’t a punishable 
offence, there is jurisprudence in 
that respect, because it is sup-
posed that you will be able to hear 
with the other ear if, for example, 
someone sounds their horn. How-
ever, if you have both ears covered 
then you can’t know what is going 
on around you,” he says. And in-
deed, this driver was wearing them 

in both ears.  
“If your car has hands-free, why 

didn’t you use that?” the officers 
ask him.  

“Well, yes it does. But I left home 
with the earpieces in and it didn’t 
occur to me to take them off,” he 
answers, head lowered, realising 
his error.   

A grey Megane is driving along 
the MA-21. The driver is steering 
with his right hand. The window 
is down and his left arm is dan-
gling outside. “Let’s see if this is 
just for a moment or that’s how he 
drives [normally],” says Antonio.  

Many aren’t aware that this is 
an offence nowadays, but it is. It 
incurs a fine of 80 euros (40 if paid 
promptly), but no loss of points.  

In fact this particular driver does 
drive like that, or at least he did 
on this day. He even changed 
lanes, indicating first but steering 
with one hand and leaving the 
other arm hanging out of the win-
dow. “I was thinking about things, 
worrying about a family problem,” 
he said, apologetically.  

“People don’t realise how dan-
gerous this is. First, because they 
need both hands to drive, and sec-
ond because people have lost an 
arm by driving like this,” says An-
tonio. 

And he isn’t exaggerating. The 
last accident of this type occurred 
about a month ago on a road in 
the Guadalhorce area, when a 
driver lost an arm after his vehi-
cle was hit by a lorry. 

Distractions 

 Mobile phone:  Talking on the 
phone, handling it or using the 
navigator incurs a 200 euro fine 
(100 if you admit the offence and 
pay within 20 days of being noti-
fied) and the loss of three points 
from your licence.  
 Earpieces and earphones:   If 
you use two at the same time 
(one on its own isn’t a punish-
able offence) the fine is also 
200 euros and three points.   
 Driving with one arm out of 
the window:  80 euros, no loss 
of points. 
 Inappropriate activities:  eat-
ing, shaving or putting make-
up on while driving incurs a 
fine of 200 euros and the loss of 
two points from your licence. 

Effects on driving 

 Talking on the phone:  People 
can’t maintain a constant speed, 
don’t leave enough distance be-
tween themselves and the vehi-
cle in front and reaction time is 
considerably slower.  
 Danger:  Studies say using a 
mobile is as dangerous as 
drink-driving. 
 Eating or lighting a cigarette: 
If it takes four seconds, travel-
ling at 100 kilometres an hour, 
the driver will cover 113 me-
tres without looking at the 
road.  

MOST COMMON OFFENCES

The regional 
government has 
decreed penalties of up 
to 600,000 euros for 
not following social- 
distancing rules 

JOSÉ LUIS PIEDRA
 

SEVILLE.  Fines for breaking Co-
vid-19 social-distancing rules 
in Andalucía could be as high 
as 600,000 euros, the regional  
government announced this 
week in a new crackdown. 

The more people affected by 
the offence, the bigger the fine. 
Penalty charges will start from 
100 euros for not having a mask 
or not wearing it properly, ris-
ing to harsh measures for very 
serious offences, as well as tem-
porarily shutting down prem-
ises or banning activity for up 
to five years where 100 or more 
people are put at risk.  

Smaller offences, involving 
fewer people, will generally have 
fines from 100 to 3,000 euros, 
and there is a medium band 
from 3,001 to 60,000 euros.   

Elías Bendodo, Junta spokes-

person, said, “It’s people’s health 
and lives at stake, and also jobs, 
the employment outlook for 
thousands of people.” The po-
lice and security services have 
been asked to cooperate in  
enforcement.  

Not following a self-isolation 
order when you have been in-
fected is classified as a serious 
(mid-level) offence, while not 
isolating if you have been in con-
tact with an infected person is 
counted as a smaller offence. 

Andalucía gets tough 
with Covid-19 fines 

People in masks in Seville.  EP
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FERNANDO TORRES.  A beach bar 
aimed at Torremolinos partygo-
ers has been told to shut down for 
two weeks amid a suspected 
breach of coronavirus health and 
safety rules. 

The council order came after a 
video emerged via social media of 
a DJ gulping from a bottle of spir-
its before spewing the liquid out 
onto dancing revellers below. The 
incident allegedly took place on 7 
July at the Kokun Ocean Club on 
Los Álamos beach, although it took 
a few weeks for the video to go pub-
lic. It drew national media atten-
tion this week.  

The owners of the bar an-
nounced they had stopped work-
ing with the event promoter for 
the time being. Despite Les Cas-
tizos, the event promoters and the 
DJ, apologising and taking respon-
sibility for the incident, Torremo-
linos council acted quickly.  

Mayor José Ortiz said the pic-
tures were “regrettable”. “This can-
not happen again, as the council 
is working really hard coordinat-
ing with professionals from a tour-

ism industry that is making a huge 
effort to keep hotels and premises 
open.”   

The town hall announced that 
the beach bar would be closed 
down for two weeks as a precau-
tionary measure, amid the hope 
that the swift action would set an 
example to others as well.  

The regional government also 
said it was investigating the video’s 
contents. 

Costa beach bar is shut 
down after DJ is caught 
spitting alcohol at revellers 

A scene from the video.  SUR

BENALMÁDENA 

Naked Brit held after 
beachgoers’ complaint  

F.T.  A British man in his 40s 
was held this week after a com-
plaint that he was naked and  
drunk on a Benalmádena 
beach and harassing a family. 

According to witnesses, the 
suspect initially did not bother 
others but later turned his at-
tention to two teenage girls 
nearby, causing a confronta-
tion with their grandmother. 
The man was stopped as he 
tried to flee on a motorbike. 

MARBELLA 

Three arrests over 7k-
watch theft from Briton  

C. MÁRQUEZ.  Three Bulgarian 
women have been arrested over 
the theft of a luxury watch worth 
more than 7,000 euros from a 
male British tourist. 

The unsuspecting victim is 
said to have gone into a flat in 
Puerto Banús with the women 
before being drugged. He woke 
up to find wounds on his wrist 
and SMS messages on his phone 
saying 846 pounds had been 
taken from his bank account.  

IN BRIEF

BENAHAVÍS / OLVERA 

SUR.  Several homes were evacu-
ated on Sunday evening after fire 
broke out just before 6pm on 
land between the Gazules del Sol 
residential estate and the 
Guadamina river, close to the A-
7175 that connects Benahavís 
with the coast. 

The wind caused the blaze to 
spread in the direction of San Pe-
dro Alcántara, affecting around 
three hectares of scrubland. 

A number of properties were 
evacuated in Valle del Sol, where 
the flames damaged several 
houses and a warehouse, accord-

ing to official sources. 
The fire was under control 

soon after 10pm. 
More firefighters were de-

ployed to Olvera in Cadiz prov-
ince on Sunday evening to tackle 
a forest fire that also affected part 
of the municipality of Cañete la 
Real (Malaga). 

The blaze, which was “stabi-
lised” by the Infoca forest fire 
unit on Monday was not consid-
ered to be “controlled” until 
Wednesday morning. 

An initial estimation offered 
by Infoca put the area damaged 
by the Olvera fire at 450 hectares.

Wildfires cause a scare in 
Benahavís and Olvera

A helicopter releases water onto the fire in Benahavís.  JOSELE
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The iconic Benalmádena 
attraction is in the hands 
of a court-appointed 
administrator, who will 
decide whether the park 
is financially viable or 
whether to send it into 
liquidation 

EFE / ANDREA JIMÉNEZ
 

BENALMÁDENA. Benalmádena’s 
iconic theme park, Tivoli World, 
which opened in 1972, has gone 
into administration. 

The firm running the park, Com-
pañía Internacional de Parques 
and Atracciones SA (Cipasa), has 
been replaced by an administra-
tor appointed by a Malaga mercan-
tile court, lawyer Juan Antonio Sán-

chez. He now has the job of draw-
ing up a report to determine 
whether the park’s activity is vi-
able or whether it should go into 
liquidation. This is likely to take 
several months. 

Sánchez told news agency Efe 
on Tuesday that Cipasa has filed 
an appeal against the imposed ad-
ministration which will be heard 
by the provincial court. Meanwhile 
though, the process can continue. 

The administrator said that Ti-
voli’s main creditors are the tax of-
fice (Hacienda) and the Social Se-
curity, which are owed between 
eight and ten million euros. 

Park manager Javier del Río told 
SUR that there are a lot of ques-
tions still unanswered as the court 
process is still “fresh”, but Tivoli 
is open as usual. 

“We’re all calm and convinced 

that the park will continue to func-
tion for another 48 years,” he said. 

Sánchez also sent out a message 
of reassurance, both to park work-
ers and to Benalmádena town hall 
“given the importance of the park 
for tourism on the Costa del Sol”. 

Tivoli World reopened in July at 
50 per cent of its total capacity ac-
cording to Covid-19 regulations, 
which still allows the admission of 
3,000 people. Most of the rides are 
open, with extra health and safety 
measures in place. 

Legal battle 
The theme park is still at the cen-
tre of a legal battle stemming from 
its sale by the firm Arenal 2000, 
owned by Cordoba businessman 
Rafael ‘Sandokán’ Gómez, to the 
real estate company Tremón in 
2007. 

The park was included in a 
larger deal that involved a total of 
seven million square metres of 
land around Andalucía. Sandokán 
claimed that the agreed sum had 
not been paid and took Tremón to 
court. 

The dispute is still going 
through the courts, which pre-

vented Tremón from embarking 
on an ambitious 300-million-euro 
expansion and modernisation 
project for Tivoli announced in 
2017. 

Tivoli World was opened in 1972 
by Danish businessman Bent 
Olsen, who sold the park to Are-
nal 2000 in 2004.

Tivoli World theme park  
goes into administration

One of the rides at Tivoli World, Benalmádena.  SUR

High profile co-founder 
and former leader of the 
English Defence League 
Tommy Robinson said he 
was leaving the UK after 
claiming his wife had 
been the victim of an 
arson attack 

SUR IN ENGLISH
 

MARBELLA. A British far-right ac-
tivist has reportedly moved to 
Marbella with his family. 

Tommy Robinson is said to 
have fled the UK after an arson 
attack on his family home. 

The 37-year-old, whose real 
name is Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, 
is known for his strong anti-Is-
lamic and anti-immigration views. 

The surprise move abroad was 
revealed in a video he posted on 
Russian social media platform 

VK last Monday, following bans 
from Facebook, Twitter and In-
stagram. 

In the video Robinson can be 
seen at the upmarket Manolo San-
tana Rackets Club in Nueva An-
dalucía, where he was playing a 
game of padel. 

Speaking about the alleged ar-
son, he said: “It was targeted at 
my wife’s property. 

“At that point we left the coun-
try straight away and I’m look-
ing at relocating my family, 
which is pretty hard to do, espe-
cially with Covid - I couldn’t even 
get a hotel. 

“Obviously my wife has had 
enough of everything - someone 
gave her somewhere to stay, so 
we left the country, and I was due 
to be flying back for the demon-
stration, but now with this 14-day 
quarantine, if I fly back I proba-
bly won’t get back out and my kids 
are out here.” 

Robinson added that he had 
found new schools for his daugh-
ters and is in the process of find-
ing a “permanent relocation” for 
them. 

He explained: “I need my fam-

ily to be away because they are 
not safe basically.” 

Robinson claimed the arson 
took place following his com-
ments denouncing the Black Lives 
Matter protest. 

Reactions 
His move abroad has since been 
widely mocked online as he is a 
strong Brexit and anti-immigra-
tion supporter.  

Louise Brace, 49,  who lives in 
Mijas and runs a Marketing and 
Accommodation business, 
www.rentaltonic.com, said: “I find 
it kind of ironic that someone who 
is so opposed to immigration in 
the UK should decide that a move 
to Spain wouldn’t also be consid-
ered immigration. But hey, Brits 
are expats and everyone else im-
migrants, right? If he’s serious 
about living here (hopefully not) 
then he’ll need to practise what 
he preaches and learn Spanish, 

organise his residency, and pay 
Spanish taxes, where they’re due.” 

Mary Page, British expat and 
president of PSOE Estepona, said: 
“Well, as this area is often called 
the Costa del Crime, it’s not sur-
prising that this former jailbird 
has ended up here. You couldn’t 
make it up: immigrant basher 
Tommy is now an immigrant. 
Let’s hope he learns Spanish 
quickly, he has expressed strong 
views about immigrants not 
learning their new language. The 
man is a con man and a racist 
thug who has taken advantage of 
the freedom of movement, he 
would deny to others.” 

Meanwhile Giles Brown, 52, 
broadcaster and blogger at planet-
marbella.com, told SUR in Eng-
lish: “As soon as I heard that 
Tommy Robinson was coming to 
Spain, there was a crushing in-
evitability that he would end up 
on the coast. Despite the outcry 
among many residents about his 
visit, I hope that Tommy uses this 
opportunity to see at first hand 
the magical mix of cultures and 
nationalities that live together on 
the Costa, and that he realises the 
error of his own policies. But I 
doubt it.”

British residents react at the “irony” of far-right 
anti-immigration activist moving family to Marbella

Tommy Robinson.  SUR FILE PHOTO
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FUENGIROLA 

Council creates local 
business discount 
scheme for pensioners 

A. J.  Fuengirola town hall has 
launched an initiative aimed  at 
giving discounts in local busi-
nesses for residents over the age 
of 65. More local shopkeepers and 
business-owners are encouraged 
to sign up to the Mayormente Con-
tigo scheme, which has so far only 
attracted hairdressing and beauty 
salons. 

All businesses that join the 
scheme will be given a special sign 
to use to attract customers and 
increase their client base, the town 
hall said this week.  

“We encourage all businesses  
to join the network, offering some 
discount on the usual price for 
this group,” said Social Welfare 
councillor Rocío Rodríguez, giv-
ing dentists, physiotherapists or 
clothes shops as examples of  
services that would be ideal to 
include in the scheme.

HERE AND THERE

TORREMOLINOS 

New local law to  
permit fairground bars 
to open every day 

T. BRYANT.  Torremolinos town 
hall has announced its latest 
initiative to help the local hos-
pitality sector recover from the 
financial crisis caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

Following the announcement 
of the cancellation of festivals 
such as the romería and feria, 
the cultural department has 
offered the owners of the fair-
ground bars, ‘casetas’, the op-
portunity to open outside the 
usual regulations.  

At present, the majority of 
these bars can only open dur-
ing the feria that celebrates the 
town’s patron, San Miguel, in 
September.  

Associations and organisa-
tions that run the casetas on 
the fairground can now apply 
for a licence that will allow 
them to open every day of the 

year.  
Councillor for Culture, David 

Tejeiro claimed that the estab-
lishments are ideal “to develop 
cultural, gastronomic and so-
cial activities”, while empha-
sising the fact that the casetas 
are “large enough to enforce 
all the current health and safety 
requirements.”

A previous event in a caseta.  T.B.

The council is looking for 
a firm to manage the 
arena and organise a 
programme of cultural 
and bullfighting activities 
from next year 

CHARO MÁRQUEZ
 

MARBELLA. Work to renovate the 
old town bullring in Marbella, 
which had previously fallen into 
a state of disrepair, is now com-
plete. Costing 800,000 euros, the 
council project involved repair-
ing the roof, painting, rewiring, 
improving accessibility and re-
placing lighting, loudspeaker and 
fire safety equipment. 

Mayor of Marbella Ángeles 
Muñoz visited the bullring on 
Wednesday and said that the 

council was preparing conditions 
for the contract to manage the 
arena which will go out to tender 
shortly.  

The idea is for “important firms 
to bring cultural events to the 
town”, said the mayor, who added 
that the council had not ruled out 
holding bullfights in the arena, 
but stressed that the new man-
agement would be expected to or-
ganise all types of cultural events. 

“Bullfighting events are also 
culture but we want this to be 
open and more than just a bull-
ring,” said Muñoz. 

Work started at the venue last 
October and has not been delayed 
despite the declaration of the state 
of alarm due to Covid-19. 

The mayor said she hoped 
events could be held there from 
next year.

Renovation work concludes on Marbella 
bullring, now ready to house new events

Ángeles Muñoz and councillor Diego López in the bullring.  JOSELE

C- MÁRQUEZ
 

CASARES. Urbaser, the firm that 
manages the waste disposal 
plant in Casares is to spend 24 
million euros on improvements 
to the facility, up to 2023. This 
investment was one of the con-
ditions for the company to have 
its contract to run the plant, 
known as the Complejo Me-
dioambiental de Casares, re-
newed for another 24 years. 

Part of the work will be aimed 
at reducing the smells produced 
by the plant, in response to de-
mands made by the local resi-
dents association. The landfill 
sites will also be extended and 
the environmental education 
centre, where visitors learn 
about how the plant recycles 
waste, is to be modernised.

Casares tip and 
recycling plant to 
gets 24-million-
euro investment

SUR
 

MALAGA. The Costa del Sol suf-
fered its highest temperatures 
this year on Sunday when ther-
mometers went above 40 degrees 
Celsius in most areas. The high-
est reading at an official weather 
station was in Vélez-Málaga with 
45.7º, while the Malaga Airport 
station gave a reading of 43º for 

much of the day. 
While the heatwave had af-

fected most of Spain since the 
previous Thursday, Malaga prov-
ince was worst hit on Saturday 
and Sunday, with the warm Ter-
ral wind causing temperatures 
to rise. The weather agency Ae-
met raised its warning to red over 
last weekend. 

Temperatures settled in the 
low thirties on most of the Costa 
del Sol for the rest of this week. 
Forecasts show that the area looks 
set to escape the worst of another 
heatwave that has yellow and am-
ber warnings in place in other 
parts of Spain for this coming 
weekend.

Maximum 
temperature of 45.7 
degrees recorded in 
Velez last weekend

Umbrellas kept off the sun in Malaga on Sunday.  FRANCIS SILVA
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NERJA 

Ancient funeral objects 
discovered in cave 

E. C.  Archaeologists have found 
what are thought to be funeral 
objects belonging to a child dur-
ing ongoing conservation work 
in the Nerja cave. Marble beads 
were found alongside teeth and 
hand bones in a section of the 
cave known as A-13 at the end of 
July. While scientists don’t know 
the exact age of the pieces, they 
are thought to date back to the 
Neolithic period.

TORRE DEL MAR 

Torre del Mar theatre 
plans reactivated 

E. C.  Vélez-Málaga town hall has 
reactivated plans to build a 550-
seat theatre in Torre del Mar. 
Councillors approved the plans 
in July and said last week that 
once they get the “green light” 
from technical staff, the work 
will be able to go out to tender. 
The eight-million-euro project 
will be built in the Cerro de 
Águila area near the town’s  
indoor swimming pool.

HERE AND THERE

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 

Rincón couple  celebrate 
diamond wedding  

E. C.   Luis Morán, 87 and his wife 
María Mancha, 85, were taken by 
surprise when their family se-
cretly organised a special cele-
bration to mark their diamond 
wedding in July. 

The couple’s four children and 
four grandchildren arranged the 
party which was held at Rincón 
de la Victoria town hall on 24 
July, 60 years on from their wed-
ding at Santo Domingo church 
in Malaga. 

“They tricked us. They said 
we were just going out for din-
ner somewhere,” the couple said 
after the celebration.

Luis Morán and María Mancha with their family .  SUR

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Aquavelis voted third 
best water park in Spain  

E. CABEZAS.  Vélez-Málaga’s 
Aquavelis water park has been 
voted the third best of its kind in 
Spain in the Trip Advisor Trav-
ellers’ Choice 2020 awards. “It’s 
great to know that our users have 
awarded us with their opinions 
and ratings,” said manager Ra-
fael Gálvez, last week. He added 
that this year the park is only al-
lowing 40 per cent of its usual ca-
pacity in each day and that new 
attractions include a spa area. Aquavelis water park.  J. R.

The judge has concluded 
his investigation and one 
other councillor and 
seven business people 
will also be in the dock  

EUGENIO CABEZAS
 

NERJA. A court in the Axarquía 
has confirmed that it will sum-
mon the mayor of Nerja and one 
of his councillors to stand trial 
over the illegal tipping of rub-
bish by a local river bed. 

The investigation  involves 
seven people from the building 
trade as well as the mayor,  José 
Alberto Armijo of the PP party, 
and his councillor for Planning 
and Housing, Mari Nieves  
Atencia. The accusations focus 
on the illegal dumping in an  
old quarry by the Miel river in 
Nerja from June 1998 to Sep-
tember 2016.  

The judge said that Nerja town 
hall, which also is liable, and the 
two politicians must deposit al-
most 10.8 million euros to cover 
any possible public liability pay-
ments for the supposed envi-
ronmental damage. Some 

800,000 cubic metres of waste 
is alleged to have been left at the 
site without any controls or op-
erating licences in place.  

The Torrox-based judge also 
said that the case was being pro-
visionally and partially shelved  
against Rosa Arrabal, the former 
PSOE mayor, and two other lo-
cal, and one regional, politicians 
initially under investigation.  

AGRECA, a regional associa-
tion of waste management firms,  
said it welcomed the move to a 
trial. 

 It explained that it would set 
an example and put an end to, 
what it says, is the culture of 
councils in Spain turning a blind 
eye when illegal tipping of waste 
and building materials is car-
ried out in their areas. 

Nerja mayor to go on trial over 
illegal rubbish tip by river 

The tip operated from 1998 to 2016.  E. CABEZAS
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Nightclubs and private 
gatherings are the focus 
of attention for the health 
authorities, and club 
owners have asked to be 
allowed to shut again  

ÁNGEL ESCALERA
 

MALAGA. The number of people 
testing positive for coronavirus 
continues to rise in the Malaga 
area. Small, separate local out-
breaks in coastal holiday resorts 
west of the city are a particular 
focus for the health authorities 
at the moment. 

Nightclubs were still at the 
centre of attention this week,  
and increasingly private gath-
erings of family and friends at 
home. 

 Eight new local outbreaks 
were announced in the latest 
daily update, published by the 
regional Health Ministry on 
Thursday, bringing the total ac-
tive in Malaga province to 23. 
18 of the 23 were in the western 
Costa del Sol.  Some 20 are still 
considered under investigation, 
where people who have had con-
tact with positive cases are be-
ing traced by health officials.    

On the western Costa (which 
is the area covered by the Costa 
del Sol Health District) there had 
been 207 new positive cases in 
the week of 31 July to 6 August, 
detected by PCR tests. Of these, 
124 were identified in Marbella, 
18 in Fuengirola, 14 in Estpe-
ona, 10 in Torremolinos and 7 
in Benalmádena. There were 57 
new cases in Malaga city in the 
last week, 12 in the Guadalhorce 
valley, 5 in the La Vega area 
around Antequera, 5 in the 
Ronda area and 4 in Axarquía. 
Most cases show no symptoms. 

In all Malaga province’s hospi-
tals, there were 13 in hospital 
on Thursday one of whom was 
in intensive care.  

Across the whole Andalucía 
region, there were 86 local out-
breaks being monitored on 
Thursday, 14 more on the pre-
vious day.  

Club bosses ask to close 

Nightlife bosses in Andalucía 
have asked the regional govern-
ment to force them to close. 
They claim new restrictions on 
opening times are making them 
lose money and it is better for 
them financially to be forced 
into closing the shutters again.

Local coronavirus 
outbeaks shoot  
up on the western 
Costa del Sol  

The Costa del Sol Health District saw 207 new cases this week.  JOSELE

CHARO MÁRQUEZ
 

MARBELLA. The Olivia Valère 
nightclub in Marbella was due 
to reopen this week after clos-
ing unexpectedly on Monday 
due to some members of staff 
testing positive for Covid-19. 

The management cancelled 
the event planned saying that 
“due to safety measures and 
for the wellbeing of our cus-
tomers we have decided to 
close our premises”. 

It said, however that it was 
disinfecting and deep clean-
ing the club and that the doors 
would open again on Thurs-
day 6 August, when Drian 
López was due to perform. 

On Monday 27, the nigh-
club’s staff, formed by some 
80 people, were tested for co-
ronavirus and the firm pub-
lished on its Facebook page 
that 100 per cent of the work-
force were negative. However 
some employees started to feel 
unwell a few days later, with 
Covid-19 symptoms. One of 
them publicly denounced the 
situation. 

Marbella Local Police then 
contacted the firm to ensure 
that the correct protocol for 
positive tests in a business was 
being followed. 

On Wednesday 29 July, the 
Costa del Sol Health District 
Epidemiology Unit asked the 
firm to provide the details of 
the members of staff as a pos-
sible case had been detected. 

The nightclub’s manage-
ment has said that owner Olivia 
Valère was very upset by the 
situation. “While this is hap-
pening in many other busi-
nesses, our nightclub is always 
in the news; it must be because 
our brand is internationally 
known,” she said. 

Marbella town hall said that 
according to regulations, when 
cases are detected in a work-
place, those affected must self-
isolate and the premises dis-
infected and sanitised to be 
able to reopen.

Marbella nightclub 
due to reopen 
after closing down 
when staff tested 
positive for Covid

Olivia Valère.  JOSELE

Government denies 
return of state of alarm 
as Covid-19 numbers 
continue to tick up  

Central government said on 
Thursday that it had no plans to 
bring back a state of alarm, de-
spite there being 580 moni-
tored localised outbreaks in 
Spain. Finance minister, María 
Jesús Montero, explained, “The 
indicators of the epidemic don’t 
point in that direction and no 
autonomous regional govern-
ment has requested it.”  

In the latest reported case 
data on Thursday, the out-
breaks in Spain were still con-
centrated in the north of the 
country. Aragon and the 
Basque Country were reporting 
that their health services could 
come under strain. 338 new in-
dividual cases were reported in 
the Basque Country in a day, 
levels last seen at the end of 
April, and 329 in Aragon.  

Meanwhile, residents of 
Aranda del Duero in the central 
Castilla y León region have 
been told they cannot leave for 
two weeks as cases grow there.  
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The head of the WTO said 
from Malaga that Spain’s 
tourist industry will 
recover but it currently 
needs financial support 
and flexible taxation 

MALAGA. The general secretary of 
the UN’s World Tourism Organi-
sation (WTO) has said that the UK’s 
quarantine for travellers arriving 
from Spain doesn’t make much 
sense.  

Speaking in Malaga at the pres-
entation of the pioneering World 
Tourist Identification (WTID) app,  
Zurab questioned “unilateral de-
cisions to restrict travel between 
EU countries”, in clear reference 
to Britain’s move.  

 Malaga will be the first city to 
have full coverage on the new 
WTID app, which makes it eas-
ier and safer for people to iden-
tify themselves on holiday. 

Pololikashvili  said he had writ-
ten to the British government, urg-
ing them to change their minds 
and lift the restriction on travel to 
Spain, adding that it is “harmful 

to Spanish tourism”. He called for 
a standard protocol in the EU, and 
said he hopes the UK will do all it 
can to enable British people to 
travel and give Spanish tourism a 
chance. “The self-isolation is not 
going to facilitate these matters,” 
he said. 

The WTO boss sent a message 
of hope to the sector, but also 
warned that Spanish tourism firms 
need support with cashflow and 
fiscal flexibility in order to recover. 
He recommended that the Span-
ish government use its EU fund-
ing to give more help to tourism, 
which represents 11 per cent of 
GDP and has a major effect on 

other productive sectors.  
Praising the government’s work 

on safety guidelines, which he said 
had been “an example to other 
countries”, Pololikashvili insisted  
that “the time has come to travel 
and people have to start doing 
so. Safety measures are in place 
and I see no risk of a second 
wave like the one in March”. 

He also stressed that all com-
panies are applying strict meas-
ures to prevent infection. “Spain 
is safe,” he said. He believes the 
country and Europe will be the 
first to recover visitor numbers, 
but it will be a matter of time 
and effort.

World tourism expert calls on UK to 
lift the restrictions on travel to Spain 

PILAR MARTÍNEZ 
 

Zurab Pololikashvili.  SUR

ÁLORA 

New visitor centre for 
end of El Caminito walk 

A. JIMÉNEZ.  The Caminito del 
Rey walkway is to have a new 
visitor centre at its southern 
end, near El Chorro. The com-
pany running the attraction is 
spending 180,000 euros on the 
building which will provide  
better facilities for visitors af-
ter they have completed the 
popular elevated walk through 
the nearby gorge.  The wooden 
structures will include an in-
formation centre, toilets and 
stands for small shops, part-
paid with EU funds. 

HERE AND THERE

Work in progress.  SUR

MALAGA 

Turkish Airlines starts 
up again from Malaga 

P. MARTÍNEZ.   Turkish Airlines 
has started up its flights again 
from Malaga Airport follow-
ing their suspension at the 
onset of the Covid-19 crisis. 
These are the only flights cur-
rently coming into the airport 
from outside Europe. From 1 
August, Turkish is operating 
four flights a week to Istan-
bul, which contrasts with the 
two daily flights it had been 
running up to March. The air-
line started flying from the 
Costa in 2011.  

ANTEQUERA 

6,000 flamingo chicks 
born at lake reserve 

F. TORRES.  A total of 6,030 fla-
mingo chicks have been born 
this year at the Laguna de 
Fuente de Piedra near An-
tequera. The lake is recognised 
as one of the main breeding 
grounds for flamingos in the 
Mediterranean and North Af-
rica. Some 10,000 breeding 
pairs are believed to have de-
scended on this inland nature 
reserve this season. 

The authorities said that this 
week 2,500 pairs were still on 
the lake caring for their young. 

P. MARTÍNEZ  

MALAGA. The WTID app pro-
ject, backed by the World 
Tourism Organisation and the 
result of three years’ work, is 
expected to be available this 
month. It is the first app 
which enables travellers to 
carry their passport, ID, 
health documents, tourism 
services and payment meth-
ods on their mobile phones 
so they don’t need to carry 
the originals around with 
them, as has always been the 
case until now. World Tour-
ist Identification (WTID) has 
been designed by Wanderlust 
and it was officially presented 
this week at an event organ-
ised by Malaga council.  

Antonio Santos del Valle, 
CEO of Wanderlust, said it will 
be ready to download in mid-
August and described it as 
marking a “before and after” 
for travel and tourism.

The WTID app will 
be ready to use by 
mid-August

In the first week of this 
month, 72.5 per cent 
fewer international 
tourists came to 
Andalucía compared 
with last year, because 
of the pandemic 

PILAR MARTÍNEZ
 

MALAGA. August is going to be 
even quieter than July was, say 
hoteliers on the Costa del Sol. 
Last month there was 40 per 
cent average occupancy, and 
they expect the average for the 
peak summer season to be 39.9 
per cent at the very most. They 
attribute the low numbers to the 
British government’s decision 

to apply a self-isolation require-
ment to travellers entering the 
UK from Spain, and a general 
fear of travelling because of 
spikes in the coronavirus. They 
do, however, say that people are 
tending to book at the last min-
ute so it is difficult to predict ex-
actly what might happen. 

Official tourism figures for the 
first six months of this year show 
that 1.5 million international 
travellers came to Spain, com-
pared with 5.6 million in the 
same period last year. The re-
port says Andalusian destina-
tions received 72.5 per cent 
fewer international tourists be-
tween January and the end of 
June. 

Not only are there fewer visi-
tors, but they are spending less 
and staying for a shorter time. 
The statistics show that com-
pared with last year, spending 
by tourists in Spain as a whole 
has dropped by 40.8 per cent to 
651 euros per person, and the 
average length of stay has re-
duced by one day to 5.7 days. 

Hotels expect August to be quieter 
than July, when occupancy was 40%

Hoteliers believe the  
cause is the quarantine 
requirement in the UK 
and a general fear of travel 
due to the coronavirus
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In order to reduce 
overheads, the new 
ecumenical centre will be 
located in Parroquia de 
Nuestra Señora del 
Carmen in Fuengirola  

TONY BRYANT
 

FUENGIROLA. Lux Mundi has an-
nounced that, due to financial com-
plications, the association is un-
able to continue to maintain its 
ecumenical centre in Fuengirola. 
The centre in Calle Nueva will cease 
to function from 1 September, 
when the charity will move to a 
smaller premises to enable it to 
continue to function with greatly 
reduced overheads.  

Lux Mundi, which has been serv-
ing the local international com-
munity for almost 50 years, re-

cently held a series of meetings 
with the patrons who oversee the 
administration of the centre; the 
Bishop of Malaga and the Jesuits. 
All have stressed the importance 
of keeping the ecumenical centre 
open, as well continuing the pas-
toral assistance it provides to the 
large community of foreigners, es-
pecially those in need. 

Like many charities along the 
Costa del Sol, Lux Mundi’s finan-
cial situation has worsened as all 
fundraising activities had to be 
cancelled due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The organisation will now move 
its headquarters to the Parroquia 
de Nuestra Señora del Carmen in 
Calle María Josefa Larrucea (Fuen-
girola). 

Lux Mundi has stressed that the 
second-hand shop in Calle Nueva 
will still be open from Tuesday to 

JENNIE RHODES
 

TORRE DEL MAR. Gloria Uribe, 
Lux Mundi president, said that 
for the time being the Torre del 
Mar branch of the ecumenical 
organisation will remain open. 

“The situation [is] being re-
viewed at the end of the year 

as to whether it is viable to 
keep the centre open in the 
long run,” explained Uribe. 

The Lux Mundi centre in 
Torre del Mar opens on Fridays 
from 11am until 1pm and on 
Tuesdays by appointment only 
from 10am until 1pm through-
out summer, with a view to ex-
tending the opening times to 
every morning (Monday to Fri-
day) from September onwards.   

 The Torre del Mar shop is 
open on Fridays although it is 
unable to accept donations of 
items to sell as it does not have 
the equipment to sterilise them. 

Uribe also appealed for 
Friends of Lux Mundi mem-
bers to renew their cards.

Torre del Mar 
branch’s long-term 
survival to be 
reviewed at the 
end of the year

Centre in Calle Nueva to close.  SUR

Friday between 10 am and 1pm in 
order to provide income, although 
it is unable to accept donations.  

Lux Mundi will continue to work 
closely with Cáritas Española - an 
organisation that carries out chari-
table and social activities in Catho-
lic churches throughout Spain - in 
order to continue to offer help to 
those in need, especially the home-
less. However, in order to reduce 
costs further, the centre will only 
operate during the mornings.  

The charity has sent out a des-
perate appeal for volunteers and 
financial assistance to continue to 

offer a meeting point where unity 
is promoted by means of helping 
others. 

President Gloria Uribe Cifuen-
tes said, “Lux Mundi needs sup-
port now more than ever. We badly 
need money and manpower, and 
so we are sincerely appealing to 
the goodness of every one of our 
volunteers and friends to help us 
in our straitened circumstances. 
We are continuing to review the 
situation in the hope and expec-
tation of finding a long-term solu-
tion to our financial problems.” 

Uribe expressed the charity’s 
sincere appreciation for the sup-
port the expat community has pro-
vided since it was founded in 1973, 
saying, “Lux Mundi wants to in-
form every one of our current situa-
tion and to especially thank them 
for the support they have given to 
us, both financially and by partici-
pating in our activities.  Without 
this help it would have been im-
possible for us to carry out our 
work in previous years. 

“Straitened circumstances” force Lux 
Mundi to relocate to smaller premises

A licensing service for the new chaplain, the 
Rev Louis Darrant (c), took place at St George’s 
Anglican Church in Malaga, on Saturday. The 
service was led by the Ven David Waller, Arch-
deacon of Gibraltar, and was attended by repre-
sentatives of the clergy in Andalucía and mem-
bers of the chaplaincy’s congregations.

New 
chaplain 
installed at 
St George’s

 SUR

The charity will  continue 
to offer help to those in 
need, especially the 
homeless of Fuengirola

i   More information  : 
www.luxmundi.org
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Compare  
and contrast

D
id Pedro Sánchez 
make the right choice 
in locking down 

Spain to the extent that he 
did? It’s likely to be some 
time before we can answer 
that question with any certi-
tude, even after it emerged 
this week that between April 
and June, the country’s econ-
omy shrunk by 18.5% - the 
worst contraction seen since 
the outbreak of the Civil War 
in 1936. Another question 
linked to the first is whether 
some of the economic dam-
age the country has sus-
tained is owed not just to the 
virus (although a lot certainly 
is), but also to measures em-
ployed by the Spanish gov-
ernment to reduce its effect 
on the health services.  

A comparison with Swe-
den, which controversially 
refused to impose lockdown 
on its citizens in March, 
yields no clear answer to ei-
ther question.  

Despite having no new out-
breaks such as those recently 
seen in Catalonia and Ara-
gon, Sweden’s per capita 
death-rate is higher even 
than that of the United 
States.  

And although the eco-
nomic impact of the virus 
and/or of the Swedish gov-
ernment’s containment 
measures has been much 
less severe than it has in 
Spain, it has still been worse 
than experts predicted.  

Another question raised by 
comparing and contrasting 
Spain with Sweden is 
whether governments were 
justified in imposing their 
Covid regulations by force, or 
whether some or most of the 
rules should have taken the 
form of recommendations, 

leaving the rest to people’s 
rationality and compassion. 
Sweden’s recent GDP statis-
tics, for example, could be 
used to support the argu-
ment that although no lock-
down was forced upon the 
population, most citizens 
obeyed the government’s 
recommendations anyway, 
which is why the country’s 
economic activity slowed 
considerably (although no-
where near as much as 
Spain’s).  

Of course, this is an un-
fashionable case to make 
when there’s such wide-
spread support for the idea 
that citizens need to be told 
what to do, what to say and 
even what to think - an idea 
that has always seemed to 
me to rest on a very dim view 
of humanity.  

To question that imposing 
total lockdowns during pan-
demics is the only, or at least 
the best, way to proceed has 
become an almost unspeak-
able taboo, anathema to the 
standard view that not shut-
ting down a country in the 
way that Spain’s government 
did is almost homicidally ir-
responsible.  

Yet we must criticise that 
orthodoxy, and analyse the 
results from countries such 
as Sweden with open minds 
about the merits, and of 
course flaws, of other ap-
proaches.  

In a way that suggested he 
thought he was uttering an 
obvious truism, a friend of 
mine said to me this week, 
“It’s precisely in times like 
these that we need totalitari-
anism”.  

I agree entirely, provided a 
“don’t” is added at the appro-
priate place in that sentence.

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER
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Analistas Económicos de Andalucía

Forecasts for the Malaga 
economy downgraded: it could 
fall by up to 14.7 per cent 

Malaga is the province of 
Andalucía most affected 
by the Covid-19 crisis, 
and a reduction in GDP of 
10.6 per cent is now the 
most favourable scenario  

NURIA TRIGUERO 

MALAGA. In their previous report, 
analysts at Analistas Económicos 
de Andalucía (AEA) warned that 
the recession the regional econ-
omy is bound to suffer this year 
would be more or less intense de-
pending on tourism this summer. 
There was a certain optimism at 
the start of the season, but the 
quarantine imposed by the UK and 
the number of new outbreaks of 
Covid-19 have dashed the hopes 
of hoteliers who thought things 
might approach something like 
normal. Now the group, which is 
part of Unicaja, has updated its 
forecasts. 

In Malaga, the province of An-
dalucía where GDP is expected to 
fall more than anywhere else, they 
are predicting a reduction of 10.6 
per cent as the most favourable 
scenario and 14.7 per cent as the 
worst. The previous report had 
talked of a fall of between 9.3 and 
13.9 per cent. As a region, Anda-
lucía’s economy could fall between 
9.8 and 13 per cent this year.   

Employment 
With regard to employment, AEA 
say the number of workers regis-
tered with Social Security dropped 
by 2.5 per cent in the region in 
the first six months of this year, 
especially in provinces with a 
strong dependence on the Serv-
ices sector, such as Malaga.  

However, there are signs that 
things stabilised a little from 
May onwards. Between April and 
June nearly 32,000 other work-
ers registered with Social Secu-
rity, following a drop of 177, 500 
from February to April.  
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NEWS16 SPAIN

King Felipe VI accepted his 
father’s decision to move 
abroad with “gratitude” 
and stressed the 
“historical importance” of 
his 39-year reign 

SUR
 

MADRID. People in Spain still did 
not have confirmation of the 
whereabouts of their former head 
of state on Thursday evening. De-
spite fervent speculation in the 
media as to where Juan Carlos de 
Borbón, King of Spain until his 
abdication in 2014, had gone, the 
government and the Royal house-
hold of his son, Felipe VI, were 
not giving away any details. 

In a statement on Monday, King 
Juan Carlos said that he had taken 
a “measured decision” to leave 
the country due to the repercus-
sions of “certain past events” in 
his private life and to help his son 
carry out his role as Head of State 
without distraction. 

“I’m bound [to leave] by my leg-
acy and my personal dignity,” he 
said in the letter made public by 
the Royal Family. 

In response, Felipe VI offered 
his father his “heartfelt respect 
and gratitude for his decision” 
and stressed “the historical im-
portance” of his father’s 39-year 
reign, “as the legacy and politi-
cal and institutional work at the 
service of Spain and democracy”. 

The emeritus king’s decision 
comes after information was re-
vealed regarding a multimillion-
euro fortune in Switzerland and 
tax havens, allegedly part due to 
the receipt of commissions and 
illicit financial activity. The main 
investigation is centring on pos-
sible commissions from Saudi 

Arabia to the King linked to Span-
ish companies winning a contract 
to build a high-speed railway to 
Mecca while he was still King.  
Juan Carlos had been immune 
for prosecution while still ruler 
of Spain. 

The possibility of undeclared 
money came to light after a for-
mer lover of Juan Carlos was se-
cretly taped discussing his finan-
cial affairs. Amid claims and 
counter claims, complex legal 
moves are now under way in 
Spain, Switzerland and the UK.  

The lawyer of the former head 
of state said that despite Juan Car-
los’ departure from Spain, his cli-
ent was at the disposal of the Pub-
lic Prosecution Department “for 
any formality or action it deems 
necessary”. 

During the coronavirus lock-
down, King Felipe announced that 
he was giving up all inheritance 
from his father, due to the grow-
ing allegations of corrupt prac-
tice involving funds of which the 
current king had been put down 
as a hereditary beneficiary. 

Juan Carlos’s wife, Queen Sofia, 
continues living in Spain and will 
carry out Royal duties. This week 
she was on her usual holiday at 
the Marivent palace in Mallorca. 

The King was said to have left 
a yacht club in Galicia on Mon-
day where he was staying before 
crossing the nearby border to 
Portugal. According to press 
speculation, he was either still 
in Portugal, staying at a friend’s 
estate, or had flown to the Do-
minican Republic to a secluded 
luxury development  hat he has 
visited in the past.  

Friends were reported as say-
ing that he had no plans to have 
a fixed address outside Spain and 
would travel around.    

SUR
 

MADRID. The Socialist-led gov-
ernment was coping with a 
surge in antimonarchist  feel-
ing on the Left this week, not 
least from its minority coali-
tion partners, Unidas Podemos 
(UP). 

Following the news that King 
Juan Carlos had moved to an-
other country, the prime min-
ister  Pedro Sánchez launched 
a calming message to his own 
PSOE party. He said that the 
monarchy was a key part of the 
Constitution. “The parliamen-
tary monarchy is an element of 
that pact, not the [entire] pact. 
All the pact is the Constitution 
and it can’t be chopped and 
changed on a whim. We are 
loyal to the Constitution; all of it 
from start to finish. And we will 
defend it through thick and 
thin,” he explained in a letter.  

The clear support for the 
status quo came after his dep-
uty PM, Pablo Iglesias, of his po-
litical ally, the anticapitalist UP, 
called for a debate on Spain be-
coming a republic. UP minis-
ters had apparently been kept 
in the dark about the PM’s con-
versations with the Royal house-
hold over Juan Carlos leaving 
Spain. 

Iglesias said it had been “an 
undignified flight” and added 
that, “sooner or later,  younger 
people will make a republic pos-
sible in Spain”.  

Deputy PM Carmen Calvo 
(PSOE) stressed on Wednesday 
that the former monarch wasn’t 
fleeing from anything as he had 
not been formally accused in 
any legal case. 

PM firmly backs a 
parliamentary 
monarchy amid 
fresh calls from the 
Left for a republic 

Spain left guessing as to whereabouts of 
Juan Carlos I after he leaves the country 

Rumours had Juan Carlos at this gated estate in the Dominican Republic.  EFE

The emeritus king’s 
decision comes after 
information was revealed 
regarding a multimillion-
euro fortune in 
Switzerland and tax 
havens 

The King was said to have 
left a yacht club in Galicia 
on Monday where he was 
staying, before crossing 
the nearby border to 
Portugal  

Juan Carlos and Felipe, on the former’s abdication in 2014.  AFP
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17 NEWS

Twelve bodies have been 
found in two mass graves 
at the cemetery in the 
castle and experts 
believe there may be 30 
to 40 there in total  

DEBBIE BARTLETT
 

JIMENA DE LA FRONTERA. Archae-
ologists working in the ceme-
tery in the castle in Jimena to 
exhume the bodies of victims 
killed during and after the Civil 
War say they have found the re-
mains of at least 12 people in 
the two mass graves they have 
opened so far. They have noti-
fied the Junta de Andalucía 

which, under the Democratic 
Memory law of 2017, should now 
notify the Guardia Civil and the 
courts so that the relevant in-
vestigation can be carried out.  

A press release issued by the 
Foro por la Memoria del Campo 
de Gibraltar explains that writ-
ten notification has been sent 
to the Junta from the Cadiz pro-
vincial government, Jimena 
council, representatives of rela-
tives of the victims and the Foro 
itself, and it states that the bod-
ies recovered show clear signs 
of violence, including gunshot 
wounds, and in some cases their 
hands were tied. They could be 
classified as victims of a crime of 
forced disappearance, which is 

included in the legislation of sev-
eral countries.  

The archaeologists and an-
thropologists have now begun 
to remove the bodies, which will 
be studied in minute detail and 

DNA samples taken. People in 
Jimena who know that their rela-
tives were killed and are in mass 
graves at the cemetery have al-
ready provided their own DNA 
samples in the hope of finding 

a match, so they can give their 
loved ones a dignified burial.   

Jesús Román Román, the ar-
chaeologist who is coordinating 
the exhumations, says they 
thought there were six people 
in the first grave, but as they re-
moved the last one they discov-
ered the remains of somebody 
else underneath. So far five peo-
ple have been found in the sec-
ond mass grave, and it is possi-
ble that there will be more.  

The next stage of the exhuma-
tion works will be to open an-
other mass grave which has 
been located in a different court-
yard  at the cemetery. Family 
members of victims regularly 
visit the site to see how the work 
is progressing.  

Historians say at least 100 
people from Jimena were killed 
by Franco’s troops, but not all of 
them were buried in the ceme-
tery. Research carried out prior 
to the exhumations indicated 
that between 30 and 40 may be 
there. Their families are hoping 
desperately that they will all be 
found and identified.

The exhumation works are slow and painstaking.  SUR

Hope in Jimena as 
Civil War victims are 
found and exhumed

COVID-19 

Coronavirus cases rise 
slightly in Gibraltar 

D.B.  The number of active Co-
vid-19 cases in Gibraltar has 
risen to six (four residents and 
two visitors), bringing the to-
tal since the pandemic began 
to 190. A total of 9,983 tests 
have been carried out so far in  
frontline, targeted and system-
atic sampling, and 60 people 
are currently in self-isolation 
for varying reasons.

FINANCE 

Gibraltar Finance  
has joined INATBA 

D.B.  Gibraltar Finance, which 
promotes the Rock as a finan-
cial centre, has been accepted 
as a member of INATBA. This 
organisation provides Distrib-
uted Ledger Technology users 
with a global forum to  interact 
with regulators and policymak-
ers to expedite the development 
of blockchain technology.

Tracks of ancient animal 
species exposed after a 
storm in Doñana National 
Park indicate a connection 
with the Pleistocene 
ecosystems of the Rock 

D.BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Scientists from the Gi-
braltar National Museum have col-
laborated with others from the uni-
versities of Lisbon, Seville, Huelva, 
Coimbra and Barcelona on re-
search which has led to a major 
palaeontological discovery and has 
just been published online in the 
international journal Quaternary 
Science Reviews. 

A Late Pleistocene surface dat-
ing to approximately 106,000 years 
ago at the base of the ‘El Asperillo’ 

cliff in the Doñana National Park, 
south-western Spain, was recently 
exposed by storms. The trampled 
surface was full of exceptional 
tracks and trackways of different 
terrestrial vertebrates, which have 
now been identified as ancestral 
wild cattle known as aurochs, red 
deer, wild boar, straight-tusked ele-
phant, wolves and also geese and 
wading birds. The scientists be-
lieve the trampled surface was re-
lated to puddled areas of shallow 
waters in an inter-dune position, 
similar to present day examples 
in Doñana.  

This is important because it  
strengthens the connection be-
tween Gibraltar’s Pleistocene eco-
systems and those of Doñana, 
which scientists have been using 
as a proxy model for Gibraltar’s 
ancient landscapes and habitats. 

Museum scientists involved 
in major discovery 

GIBRALTAR 

D. BARTLETT.  Customs officers 
arrested two Spanish nation-
als on Tuesday after finding 
around 57 cartons of cigarettes 
stashed away inside the tyres 
of their vehicle. The officers 
became suspicious of their be-
haviour in the area of Flat Bas-

tion Road and stopped the car 
when it reached Line Wall 
Road. The vehicle was moved 
to Four Corners Station to be 
searched thoroughly, and when 
a front tyre was found to con-
tain cartons of cigarettes the 
occupants admitted that all 
four tyres were the same.

Two arrests after 57 cartons of 
cigarettes found in car tyres

The packages had been stuffed into all the vehicle’s tyres.  SUR

GIBRALTAR
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With its focus always set 
on the customer’s 
comfort and wellness, 
AEDAS Homes offers 
different types of homes 
to cater for all demand 
profiles 

MÁLAGA 
 SUR.  La Costa del Sol is undoubt-
edly one of the regions with the 
best quality of life in Spain. A cli-
mate boasting over 300 days’ 
sunshine a year, beaches of un-
rivalled beauty and natural set-
tings that dreams are made of all 
shape this part of southern Spain. 
For those seeking to acquire a 
new-build home in this paradise 
on earth, the developer AEDAS 
Homes offers a number of devel-
opments sited in the very best lo-
cations. 

Estepona, Marbella, Malaga city, 
Fuengirola and Rincón de la Vic-
toria are just some of the places 
where the company has projects 
under way. With its focus always 
set on the customer’s comfort 

and wellness, AEDAS Homes of-
fers different types of homes to 
cater for all demand profiles: from 
apartments to penthouses with 
solarium, or semi-detached 
houses, ground-floor flats with 
gardens or independent villas.  

Live in the Costa del Sol’s 
new “Golden Mile” 
Dubbed “the Costa del Sol’s New 
Golden Mile”, those looking to 
start a new life in the town of 
Estepona have various projects 
available. In the Selwo Park dis-
trict, AEDAS Homes has the Va-
nian Gardens development now 
on sale. With building work com-
pleted and part of the 72 dwell-
ings already delivered, there are 
still 2- and 3-bedroom options 
available (phase 2 also includes 
4-bedroom models).  All of them 
can make use of the project’s su-
perb community facilities which 
include 5 pool areas, a spa, gym-
nasium and fitness room.  

In this same town, AEDAS 
Homes is also offering the vari-
ous phases comprising its South 
Bay Las Mesas development, a 

residential complex totalling over 
200 dwellings. “The outstanding 
feature of this development is its 
location, just a few minutes from 
the Marina and Estepona town 
centre,” explains David Martínez, 
manager of AEDAS Homes on the 
Costa del Sol and head of this pro-
ject which now has a show home 
open for viewing. The different 
phases of South Bay Las Mesas 
have parks, restaurants, sports 

centres and healthcare facilities 
close by and their community in-
stallations include a swimming 
pool and gymnasium; phases 2 
and 3 also come with a spa. 

Exclusivity lives on in 
Marbella 
AEDAS Homes boasts its flagship 
development, Soul Marbella in 
the well-known city of Marbella. 

This residential complex stands 
in Santa Clara, the city’s most ex-
clusive district, beside the golf 
course of the same name, and 
provides some spectacular sea 
views. In Soul Marbella Sunset 
(the name of the first of the de-
velopments making up this pro-
ject), works are now ongoing to 
conclude its 42 homes (2 villas, 
12 semi-detached single-family 
houses and 28 stunning apart-
ments) with footages starting 
from 245 m². Soul Marbella will 
be offering community facilities 
that will include 5 pool areas, a 
gymnasium, coworking room and 
concierge service.  

The best views over the 
Mediterranean 
Those choosing Middel Views and 
Idilia will not want to miss a sin-
gle sunset from their homes. The 
privileged sea views they get from 
their terraces will make these 
spaces a definite favourite in every 
new home. Located in Fuengirola 
and Rincón de la Victoria, respec-
tively, quality is the hallmark of 
these developments whose com-
munity facilities include a pool 
and landscaped gardens. 

Kane, the AEDAS Homes de-
velopment in the city of Malaga, 
also has meticulously designed 
terraces and large windowpanes 
to boost natural light. This pro-
ject, with 2-, 3- and 4-bedroom 
options includes a rooftop pool 
so residents can take a refresh-
ing dip whilst soaking up the city 
skyline.  

All AEDAS Homes projects are 
committed to sustainability as a 
way of life and include energy ef-
ficiency measures to protect the 
planet and help our homeown-
ers’ household economies. A fur-
ther indication of the company’s 
pledge to the environment and 
to its customers. 

The best options for buying a 
new home on the Costa del Sol

COSTA DEL SOL. Estepona, Marbella, Malaga city, Fuengirola and Rincón de la Victoria are just some of the places where 
the company has projects under way

INFORMATION 

WWeb: 
aedashomes.com 

Telephone: 
+34 900 26 40 96                                           
+34 91 787 81 98

AEDAS HOMES

David Martínez: «The 
outstanding feature of 
this development is its 
location, just a few 
minutes from the 
Marina and Estepona 
town centre»

Kane,luxury new-build flats for sale in Málaga.  AEDAS HOMES

Soul Marbella Sunset, apartments, semi-detached houses and villas in Marbella.  AEDAS HOMES
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MÁLAGA 

 SUR.  How is the Costa del Sol 
property behaving now, given 
the current situation caused by 
Covid-19? Has there been an in-
crease in interest from buyers 
from abroad? 
I believe we are in a situation 
characterized by pent-up de-
mand pending consolidation, due 
to the present circumstances 
that prevent customers from trav-
elling freely. 

In the specific case of Costa 
del Sol, we find ourselves with a 
solid real estate market that has 
proven demand for new-build 
homes. 

With regard to interest, Costa 
del Sol is a privileged destina-
tion - for its climate, for its am-
ple leisure offerings, and for be-
ing well-connected with the rest 
of Europe. This means that cus-
tomers from abroad can easily 
find everything they need in the 
area, making it a preferred des-
tination. 
The Covid-19 pandemic has 
brought changes in trends in 
terms of customer preferences. 
Customers are now seeking spa-
cious, light-filled, sustainable 
homes, with spaces that can ser-
ve a variety of functions, to be 
able to work from home comfor-
tably and productively if needed.  
How is AEDAS Homes adapting 
its product to these evolving cus-
tomer preferences? 
Covid-19 has brought on an ac-
celeration in residential design 
and construction trends that fa-
vour better layouts and more 
natural light, two things that were 
already an integral part of the way 
AEDAS Homes designs and builds 
homes. 

Our company philosophy has 
always been clear – that archi-
tecture should be on a human 
scale. What this means, in sim-
pler terms, is that we design and 
build houses to be lived in. In this 
sense, our homes in Costa del Sol 
respond to the needs of a wide 
variety of customers, from peo-
ple over 65 who want to spend 
long periods in Spain and are look-
ing for a house with spectacular 
views where they can fully relax, 
to those who are looking for a sec-

ond residence that will make it 
easy to work from home part-
time. Our homes are designed to 
be multidisciplinary – to serve all 
kinds of aspirations in the same 
space, where people can live, 
work and enjoy.  
AEDAS Homes has a number of 
developments in Costa del Sol, 
and of these, Soul Marbella is 
considered to be the flagship. 
What sets it apart? 
Everything about Soul Marbella 
is unique and exclusive. Imag-
ine a five-star resort with every 
imaginable amenity and service, 
in an unparalleled location on a 
120,000 sqm plot surrounded 
by stunning views and golf – this 
is Marbella in its purest form, and 
in fact, it’s the only plot in Mar-
bella with these characteristics. 
From its natural surroundings 
and spectacular views, to the 
thoughtfully landscaped com-
mon areas that meet all our cus-
tomers’ essential needs, to com-

fortable homes that are filled 
with natural light and invite you 
to rest, Soul Marbella is a unique 
and exclusive residential devel-
opment in the most privileged of 
settings. 
How can someone arrange a vi-
sit to see one of the deve-
lopments that AEDAS Homes has 
in the area? 
Undoubtedly, the best option 
would be to contact our Call Cen-
tre, where our agents will be able 
to propose convenient dates and 
times to arrange a visit to the de-
velopment that you are interested 
in. There is really nothing com-
parable to seeing our develop-
ments in person. However, these 
are unprecedented times, and we 
know how difficult it can be right 
now to travel, but we don’t want 
that to keep our customers for 
getting the information they want. 
Fortunately, AEDAS Homes has 
always been a step ahead, and 
due to our strong focus on inno-

vation and technology, we have 
an in-house tool that makes vis-
iting properties virtually very easy 
and convenient. 

Our ‘Live Virtual Tours’ platform 
allows our customers to visit our 
developments from the comfort 
of their own living rooms, with-
out having to travel. All they need 
to do is schedule an appointment 
and connect from their mobile or 
tablet with one of our bilingual 
sales advisers, who will guided 
them through the common areas 
and all the rooms of the house or 
apartment, just as if they were 
there in person. At the same time, 
the sales adviser is on hand to 
give them all the details they need 
and answer any questions that 
come up. This tool makes it eas-
ier for all AEDAS Homes custom-
ers, but especially for those re-
siding outside Spain, to be able 
to get to know their new home 
through a bespoke, seamless vir-
tual experience.

«AEDAS Homes has always been a step 
ahead, and due to our strong focus on 
innovation and technology»

INTERVIEW. José Ignacio Fernández de Jódar, Director of AEDAS Homes

José Ignacio Férnandez de Jódar.  AEDAS HOMES

«With regard to 
interest, Costa del Sol 
is a privileged 
destination - for its 
climate, for its ample 
leisure offerings, and 
for being well-
connected with the 
rest of Europe» 

«Our ‘Live Virtual 
Tours’ platform allows 
our customers to visit 
our developments 
from the comfort of 
their own living 
rooms, without having 
to travel»
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Train cards 

Re SUR in English July 31st to 
August 6th, Costa’s Cercanías. 
The idea to pay with credit 
card might sound clever; it is 
not at all. It forms a danger to 
steal identities, the cards are 
not made for frequent use and 
the companies will certainly 
not be fond of handling such 
small amounts. However, the 
payment systems in Andalucía 
are really medieval - there are 
some kind of subscription 
cards (Avanza) but nothing 
else. Let me refer to Singapore, 
Seoul or Hong Kong. They all 

have a kind of debit card sys-
tem - you buy the card with a 
deposit and add the money for 
daily use. The amount can be 
topped up in station automates 
or shops. Tap-in and tap-out 
is the rule. Such a system or 
other magnetic cards - as I re-
member from Belgium - might 
be another idea and will con-
tribute to punctuality of buses 
- the driver has neither to ac-
cept nor to return small coins 
(which is annoying and ridicu-
lous). Will there be nobody who 
makes this really clever sys-
tem happen? 
CHRISTIAN HORIG

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

I have just returned, on Sunday second day of August, from a walk 
along the Paseo in San Pedro. 

Everything was absolutely delightful. The beaches were busy, 
with lots of families and couples enjoying the sun and sea with 
plenty of space around them. 

The walkway itself had people strolling along without any 
sign of crowding. I counted one police car, two special security 
people patrolling, and two policemen on horseback slowly 
making their way along, but no untoward incidents at all.   Eve-
ryone was wearing a mask, and there was no sign whatsoever 
of rowdiness or shouting or fighting. 

The San Pedro authorities are to be congratulated on the 
cleanliness of everything, the gardens and beaches are im-
maculate, and people are responding by leaving no unsightly 
litter around. Well done everyone, it is a great example for other 
countries to follow. JUNE RENDLE

An example to follow

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

I t might be prudent, I think, 
if we all began to adopt the 
gestures of one of those 

golden Chinese waving cats as 
we toddle around town - simply 
flapping our arm up and down 
and sporting a  vaguely sinister 
rictus grin. As things stand, I 
can see no other feasible solu-
tion to what can only be de-
scribed as a social nightmare. 

A couple of years ago, on 
these esteemed and hallowed 
pages I wrote about the difficul-
ties of negotiating the summer-
time in Malaga because, frankly, 
people in sunglasses all look ex-
actly the same. As a conse-
quence, you often end up salut-
ing chaps you don’t know from 
Adam and ignoring your own 
granddad. 

Now, with the masks and eve-
rything, the situation has 
reached a whole different level. 

At least before there was a 
chance you could distinguish 
someone by their Mick Jagger 
lips, mummy’s boy chin or 
crooked, rotting teeth; not now, 
though. Only yesterday, some-
body waved at me wearing a 
mask, sunglasses and humun-
gous baseball cap. It could have 
been anyone from Homer Simp-
son to Barack Obama for all I 
knew. Anyway, just to be polite, 
I responded with a hearty sa-
lute, only to realise far too late 
that he was, in fact, a total 
stranger saying hello to the 
bloke who was walking just be-
hind me. I tried the old scratch-
ing-behind-my-ear-like-a-flea-
bitten-dog routine in a futile at-
tempt to claw back some dig-
nity, but all to no avail I’m afraid; 
the damage had been done and 
I looked like a total chump. 

Another possibility would be 

for nobody to ever say hello to 
anyone - a bit like living in York-
shire, then. Sadly, I don’t think 
the Andalusian joie de vivre 
would adapt very well to the oc-
casional grunt offered to nobody 
in particular. It’s a good job that 
all those Spanish fond embraces 
have been sidelined for the mo-
ment; there’s enough confusion 
already, without having to con-
tend with random strangers 
throwing their arms around you 
on the high street having mis-
taken you for their spouse. 

No, I think the Chinese waving 
cat solution would be the best. 
A fixed, false smile, glazed ex-
pression and constantly pump-
ing arm for everyone - that 
should do the trick.  

After all, politicians have been 
acting like that for centuries and 
it doesn’t seem to have done 
them any harm. Oh wait..

Wave culture
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T he schoolgirl picks up her history 
book and starts to read. She’s on 
the chapter when countries across 

the world were struck by a fierce disease 
that left millions tossing and turning with 
high fever and killed hundreds of thou-
sands of them. 

Governments sent out orders for all 
citizens to stay at home and anyone show-
ing any sort of feverish symptoms or a 
cough had to be totally isolated, so fierce 
was this unknown evil, travelling through 
the land at great speed. As more and more 

patients infected by the new disease 
turned up at hospitals, wards became 
cramped and makeshift medical facili-
ties were set up wherever there was space. 
Many of the new beds were occupied by 
doctors and nurses themselves who be-
came infected by their own patients. Rela-
tives were unable to mourn their dead in 
their own traditional way. 

Meanwhile, armed guards patrolled the 
streets to keep people inside their homes. 
Citizens were only allowed out to get food, 
a growing number of them having to queue 

for charity, as their source of income had 
dried up. 

The worried leaders summoned their 
wisest medical men for advice. They all 
scratched their heads and asked for sev-
eral months to find an answer. Meanwhile 
don’t let anyone go near anyone else, they 
told their leaders, and order all men, 
women and children to cover their faces. 

The girl looks up from her history book. 
Without checking the date, she assumes 
she’s been reading about the 17th or 18th 
century, even earlier.  She reminds her-
self how times change, thank goodness. 
Things were so primitive in the old days, 
people so ill-informed, no idea of hygiene; 
no wonder these epidemics affected so 
many back then. 

She turns to the next chapter,  which ex-
plains how those millions of people locked 
in their homes managed to pass the time. 
It’s then that the reader realises the mis-

take in her previous assumption. Mobile 
phones, Zoom meetings and remote work-
ing: she’s reading about the 21st century 
after all - 2020 to be precise.  

She puts down one book and picks up 
another, this one full of stories about kings 
and queens, princes and princesses. 

One particular saga catches her atten-
tion. A much-loved king for many years, ab-
dicates in favour of his son. All are happy 
with the situation until one day the young 
king finds he has to banish his own father 
from the kingdom he reigned over for dec-
ades. The old man, disgraced, leaves eve-
ryone wondering why someone who has 
considerably more than most would want 
to hide away more riches, obtained using 
dubious methods.  

Again, our reader imagines the story 
comes from centuries gone by... and again 
she gets a shock. 2020, a year for the his-
tory books.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
RACHEL HAYNES

Tales from the old days

Hey sun! 
Back off! 

Don’t you 
know 
about 
social  

distancing?
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D
escribed as a ‘real In-
diana Jones’ by the US 
Smithsonian Institute, 

with whom he is a distin-
guished lecturer, Dr Peter 
Shield has lived an interesting, 
albeit, at times, hair-raising life. 
Shot twice in the face; surviv-
ing two bouts of cancer; escap-
ing from an inferno that en-
gulfed his family home in Aus-
tralia and being robbed by Ma-
laysian pirates are some of the 
life-threatening things that the 
86-year-old has encountered. 

The internationally ac-
claimed photojournalist, author, 
broadcaster and retired archae-
ologist has recently returned 
to live on the Costa del Sol af-
ter a 12-year absence.  

Born in Jersey in 1933, Pe-
ter grew up in Canada. His fa-
ther was a pilot in the RAF and 
his mother worked at a photo-
graphic studio: it was while 
working as an office boy at the 
studio that Peter gained his love 
of photography. 

The adventure seeker joined 
the British  Royal Air Force at 
17 with desires of becoming an 
aerial photographer, and al-
though he ended up working 
in communications, his love of 
photography persisted. After 
ten years of military service, 
Peter became an Associated 
Press photojournalist and was 

based on the island of Malta. 
Here, he would be able to en-
gage both of his passions. 

“I began working for AP cov-
ering the Middle East. I was re-
cruited by the Maltese govern-
ment and assigned the task of 
recording all the treasures dis-
played in museums and 
churches. This was wonderful, 
because I could fulfil my love 
of ancient history and the thrill 
of discovery,” Peter explains to 
SUR in English.  

Exciting experience 

One of the most “exciting” ex-
periences for Peter took place 
when he was in Singapore.  

“Our client wanted some top-
less shots of an Australian 
glamour model, but this was 
forbidden in Singapore at that 
time. We were invited to go to 
an island owned by a promi-
nent businessman just off the 
Malaysian coast. On the way 
back we were boarded by Ma-
laysian pirates. They took all 
my equipment and dumped us 
on the coast. We eventually 
made it back to civilization and 
headlines,” he says, laughing 
as he remembers the incident.  

During his life, Peter, who has 
enjoyed the company of seven 
wives, has lived and worked in 
225 cities and 25 countries.  

These have included Los An-
geles (his favourite), China and 

Ireland, to name a few. 
Peter, who now lives in Fuen-

girola, has many strings to his 
bow, another of which is his 
magic act.  

“I decided to rekindle my 
childhood passion for magic. I 
worked the act into an insur-
ance presentation, which 
worked very well. I eventually 
took the show around the 
world. Unfortunately, there was 
a couple of occasions while per-
forming the bullet catch that I 
was actually hit in the face,” he 
says smiling.  

Peter declares that the ‘80s 
were the most magical years of 
his life, as this was when he en-
tered the world of television 
and radio and began making 
documentaries. 

He first visited Spain in the 
late 1990’s and during the visit, 
his World of Unexplained Mys-
teries radio series was broad-

cast on the Mary Harboe show 
on Onda Cero International. 

He would return again in 
2007. At the time he was a con-
sultant to the Marietta Corpo-
ration in Las Vegas, USA. He 
transferred to Spain in order 
to become a resident to obtain 
a divorce for his future bride, 
now his seventh wife Rosaria. 
Peter met Rosaria on Malta 
while working with the archaeo-
logical team from Cambridge 
University.  

“Divorce was prohibited on 

the island at the time and we 
were forced to take an overseas 
residency and file for divorce 
before Rosaria could obtain the 
visa necessary for us to marry 
in the USA in 2008,” Peter  
explains. 

Peter’s photographic collec-
tion of Malta during the 1950s 
is currently featured in a weekly 
series by Malta’s Heritage De-
partment. He donated part of 
a collection of 350 photographs 
that were taken while working 
for the Associated Press.  

As a member of the council 
set up to research the Sacred 
Shroud of Turin, in 2009, Pe-
ter published a historic fiction 
based on the history of the 
shroud - one of 13 books he has 
published. These include Mem-
oirs of a Man Who Doesn’t Fit 
In, which recounts a fascinat-
ing life of countless trials and 
tribulations.

Dr Peter Shield has travelled to 225 cities and 25 countries in search of ancient history.  SUR

Travelling the world 
in search of ancient 
history 

IN THE FRAME

The Smithsonian 
Institute described the 
internationally  
acclaimed archaeologist 
and photojournalist as a 
‘real Indiana Jones’ 

 Peter Shield.  The acclaimed 
photojournalist, author and 
archaeologist has worked in 
225 cities and 25 countries
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In recent years all things Japa-
nese have become more popu-
lar, from food to gardens and life-
style.  

Somewhere to stay 

A Japanese style hotel 

In 2003, a hotel in Japanese style 
named La Luna Blanca appeared 
in Torremolinos. The lovely bou-
tique hotel is situated in a resi-
dential area of the most pictur-
esque part of the resort - Monte-
mar. The owners, from Japan 
themselves, have done their best 
to create a Japanese “island” in 
Andalucía.  

The hotel could be considered 
as intimate because it has only 
eleven rooms, including two suites 

and nine twin or double rooms. 
The real pride of the hotel is the 
Japanese suite, complete with a 
typical tatami mat and a furo bath.  

It is also possible to enjoy sea 
water in the swimming pool all 
year round. Everywhere in the 
hotel you can appear in elegant 
yukata - a summer kimono-bath-
robe. From the roof-top you can 
see the Sierra Nevada where one 
of the peaks might resemble 
Mount Fuji.  

The atmosphere 

Feeling Japan 

On the Costa del Sol, there are 
places where you can feel the at-
mosphere of Japan.  

In 2013, Mijas wanted to sur-

prise its numerous Japanese tour-
ists by opening its own “sakura” 
cherry tree garden. This Japa-
nese corner can be found in the 
centre of Mijas Pueblo, beside the 

town hall. 
Torremolinos has always been 

proud of its own Japanese corner 
at the Molino de Inca botanical 
garden, known for its abundance 

of wildlife and a spectacular col-
lection of bonsai trees. In these 
gardens the natural shade invites 
you to spend a couple of relaxing 
hours on a hot summer’s day.  

THE WORLD ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Going Japanese on the Costa del Sol

ALEKK M. 
SAANDERS

 Japan.  The international nature of 
southern Spain offers the chance to 
experience the flavour of another 
country without travelling there

Entrance to the Mijas garden.Japanese garden at Molino de Inca, Torremolinos.  TONY BRYANT
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Another Japanese oasis that 
unfortunately closed two years 
ago was the Bonsai museum in 
Marbella, established in an ori-
ental-inspired building. The pri-
vate collection owned by Miguel 
Ángel García consisted of quite 
rare bonsai trees. One of them 
was a 300-year-old typical Medi-
terranean wild olive tree - acebu-
che. Another one also represented 
Andalucía, a bonsai pinsapo pine 
- a unique variety found in the 
Ronda mountains.  

The experience 

Relaxing spas and massage 

The Japanese have used personal 
wooden soaking tubs for centu-
ries. In 737 AD the first onsen (hot 
spring bath) with soaking tubs 
called ofuro opened in Japan. In-
spired by the Japanese ofuro, hot 
tubs, known also as jacuzzi, be-
came a must for any spa.  

On the border between 
Benalmádena and Fuengirola 
there is a spa named Nagomi. In 
Japanese style it has a pool full of 
high-pressure jets which help re-
duce tension and relax muscles. 

At the aforementioned Torre-
molinos hotel you can get a Shi-
atsu massage. They use only fin-
gers, thumbs and the palm of the 
hand to apply pressure on vari-
ous areas of the body’s surface. 

This type of massage originated in 
Japan and is based on traditional 
Chinese medicine with elements 
of Western therapies.  

Shiatsu amplifies the body’s 
own ability to heal itself. It regu-
lates the automatic nervous sys-
tem activity and stimulates the 
circulatory, lymphatic and hor-
monal systems.  

Eating Japanese 

Sushi and more 

Japan is gastronomically associ-
ated with sushi. Sushi bars and 
restaurants can be easily found 
in any town of the Costa del Sol. 
However, Marbella is most 
known for its Japanese cuisine 
where Japanese chefs create 
their dishes. The renowned chefs 
Toshio Tsutsui and Álvaro Ar-
beloa invite diners to Takumi, a 
place of cultural encounter and 
culinary fusion with Japanese 
dominance.  

A couple years ago, on 16 May 
2018, the famous Hollywood ac-
tor Robert De Niro opened a res-
taurant on the Golden Mile of 
Marbella with Japanese chef 
Nobu Matsuhisa.  

The Andalusians fell in love 
with sushi years ago and now 
local chefs prepare their own 
sushi, even in small villages.  

In Ronda there are at least two 

places where the local people 
would advise you to enjoy the 
“local” sushi tapas.  

After eating sushi at Doña 
Pakita you realise what fusion 
means - there Andalusian really 
does meet Japanese.  

The hotel Catalonia in the very 
centre of Ronda offers  sushi by 
an Andalusian chef trained in 
Japan in its rooftop restaurant, 
which offers stunning views of 
the surrounding landscapes and 
the ancient bullring.  

A souvenir 

A Japanese gift 

Mijas Pueblo can be considered 
as the most Japanese spot on 
the Costa del Sol. This fact was 
stressed by the official visit of 
the ambassador of Japan  just 
to this picturesque village in 
2015.  

In 1980, a Japanese entrepre-
neur moved to Spain and in 
1997 he opened his own shop, 
Amapola, in Mijas.  

There you can buy jewellery 
made using techniques for dried 
flowers. The Japanese business-
owner developed his own unique 
flower-motif designs inspired 
by his homeland. The Mijas 
workshop, which is on the first 
floor of the shop, is said to use 
only local flowers.

La Luna Blanca hotel, Torremolinos.

Spa Nagomi, Fuengirola.

Sushi fusion, Doña Pakita, Ronda. Dried flower jewellery, Mijas.
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GARDENING

Dietes grandiflora (common 
name fairy iris) is an evergreen, 
clump-forming perennial, na-
tive to eastern and southern 
Africa. It has stiff, sword-like 
spiky leaves and iris-like flow-
ers on slender, erect stems. 

It is easy to grow and main-
tain, being both frost and 
drought tolerant once estab-
lished. However, regular wa-
tering during the hottest 

months will ensure a healthy 
plant.  

The waxy blooms consist of 
three white outer petals, each 
with a yellow stripe (said to act 
like a runway to lead pollinat-
ing insects into 
the centre), 
t h r e e  
i n -

ner petals flecked with ma-
roon at the base and, radiating 
out from the centre, three lav-
ender coloured segments.  

The flowers open during the 
summer but in temperate cli-
mates the fairy iris may bloom 

all year round.  
Established clumps 
can reach 1.5 me-

tres tall by about 
90cm wide. 

They spread 
by fleshy un-
derground 
r h i zo m e s  
and are an 
ideal for 
mass plant-
ings to sta-
b i l i s e  

slopes. They 
can also be 

grown in a 
large container.  

The flowers, which 
attract lots of bees 

and other pollinators,  
fade after just two days and 

brown seed pods form, con-
taining shiny, brown seeds. Re-
moving the seed pods ensures 
prolonged flowering but do not 
remove the flowering stem as 
it will continue to produce for 
several years. Deadheading 
also prevents self-seeding 
which can be a problem when 
the climate is temperate.  

Propagation is by seed, al-
though germination is slow, 
or by dividing the rhizomes 
after flowering has finished. 
The resulting plants will need 
extra care for a few months to 
get established. 

Dietes means ‘having two 
relatives’, and refers to the 
close relationship the genus 
has with Moraea and Iris. Five 
of the species in the genus are 
found in South Africa, the 
other one is found one an is-
land in the Tasman Sea.

The fairy iris

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (suri-
nenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Dietes grandiflora and close-up of bloom (insert). FLICKR / WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

Yvonne Prade from Alhaurín de la Torre sent in this photo of a mag-
nificent Vaschellia seyal or red acacia / shittah tree. Apart from its 
thorns and its huge size when mature, this tree is hard to fault. It 
provides bees with masses of nectar and fixes nitrogen in the soil, 
the flowers are scented and the canopy gives lots of shade.

Vaschellia seyal

YVONNE PRADE

Hopefully a reader of this page will be able to identify the plant in 
the photo sent in by Caroline Sellers. She says, “I spotted this in 
Marbella; the park is now called the Parque de la Constitución, but 
it used to be a nursery hence all the different species of plants.”

Mystery shrub
CAROLINE SELLERS
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LEGAL ADVICE

REF. T. R. I. 
A year ago I bought a prop-
erty in Marbella and em-
ployed a Spanish removal 
firm to bring all my furni-
ture and personal belong-
ings from the UK. Unfortu-
nately, when the driver un-
loaded them from the lorry, 
many of them were badly 

damaged and some broken. 
The driver refused to accept 
liability, and told me to 
speak with the manager of 
the company. They are of-
fering a small amount of 
compensation, an amount 
much lower than the value 
of the goods that were dam-
aged, as supposedly they 
have no obligation to pay for 
everything. Is that true?  
 
No, according to the law, the 
transport company is liable 
for all the damages that the 
shipment suffers during 
transportation, unless they 
are a consequence of a case of 
force majeure. Nevertheless, 
it would be necessary to 
check the contract you signed 
with the company when you 
hired their services. In any 
case, almost all removal firms 
have insurance for these kind 
of occurences. 

REF. H. S. T. 

In the adjoining plot to my 
villa they have started to 
build a house. The work is 
causing major damage to my 
property. The vibration has 
caused huge cracks to ap-
pear in the walls, the pillars 
and the foundations. An ar-
chitect has made a report  
and I would like to know if I 
could ask for the works to be 
stopped, even if they have a 
permit.  
Yes, you can. It is necessary 
to distinguish between the 
building permit, without 
which it is not possible to 
build, and the responsibility 
for the damages that those 
works can cause. In the 
event that there are damages 
and before the works finish, 
it is possible to ask the Court 
for the works to be stopped 
immediately, even if there is 
a building permit.

International Lawyers 
answers readers’ queries

Please send your questions or 
contact us directly to arrange 
a personal appointment on: 
 

Ilagoson International 
Lawyers  
 
Avda. Playas Andaluzas 38 
(Exit ‘El Rosario’)  
29604 Marbella 
Tel: 952 77 12 13  
Fax: 952 82 68 61 
ilagoson@ilagoson.com 
www.ilagoson.com 
Offices in Málaga, Marbella 
and Cádiz

First Assessment Consultation FREE of Charge

We speak English, German, French, Spanish and Russian

Anette set up the foreign 
residents department at 
the local town hall and 
organised the first Mijas 
International day in 1987  

RACHEL HAYNES
 

MALAGA. After more than 35 
years offering information and 
advice to foreign residents in 
Mijas, Anette Skou retired at the 
end of July.  

Originally from Denmark, but 
resident on the Costa del Sol 
since 1972, Anette first joined 
Mijas Town Hall in 1984 as an 
interpreter. 

In 1986 she started the For-
eign Residents Department, and 
launched the first Mijas Inter-
national Day in 1987, as well as 
organising numerous informa-
tive talks in different languages, 
gastronomy events, fairs and 
music festivals over the years. 

“I am going to miss my job a 
lot, as I have always enjoyed be-
ing able to help others. Over the 
years I have had an opportunity 
to meet thousands of people and 
to organise countless activities,” 

she told SUR in English this 
week. “From now on I will use 
my time to do some volunteer 
work and spend more time with 
my family and friends,” she 
added. 

The Mijas Foreign Residents 
Department remains open in 
the town hall building in La Cala 
where Anette’s colleague Katja 
Thirion offers a daily free infor-
mation and advice service in 
English, German, French and 
Spanish. The department con-
tinues to organise activities for 
the foreign community in Mi-
jas, with the help of local coun-
cillor Arancha López.

Anette Skou retires after 35 
years devoted to Mijas’s 
international community

Anette Skou.  SUR
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O
n Wednesday 7 August 
1996, 87 holidaymak-
ers were killed and 

nearly 200 injured when a tor-
rent of mud and rock engulfed 
a crowded family campsite near 
the town of Biescas in northern 
Spain. Remnants of the Las 
Nieves campsite were strewn 
for miles as torrential rains 
caused an avalanche that swept 
away people, tents, caravans 
and cars. Some of the bodies of 
the victims were discovered ten 
miles downstream.  

The campsite was full when 
the flash flood struck and hun-
dreds of people had to be evacu-
ated from the area to a sports 
stadium in Biescas. Authorities 

said there were around 700 
Spanish holidaymakers, along 
with several French, British and 
Dutch families, staying at the 
site, 15 miles from the French 
border. 

The ferocity of the torrent that 
engulfed the riverside campsite 
was so fierce that rescuers had 
extreme difficulty recovering 
the bodies from the mudslide. 
Police were not able to identify 
some victims because many of 
the campers were not carrying 
identification. A computer disk 
drive that contained informa-
tion on the campsite’s guests 
proved to be useless as it had 
been damaged by flood waters. 

Some 500 rescue workers, in-
cluding firefighters backed by 
helicopter teams, worked 
throughout the night and fol-
lowing days to recover the vic-
tims. Many of the bodies, six of 
whom were children, were 
found without clothes, which 
emergency services said had 
probably been torn off by the 

force of the water. 
The bodies were taken to a 

makeshift morgue at the cul-
tural centre of the nearby town 
of Jaca. 

King Juan Carlos and Queen 
Sofía flew to the disaster area 
to comfort relatives of victims. 

Prime Minister José María 

Aznar interrupted his holiday 
to inspect the carnage. He told 
reporters that it was a “dread-
ful sight”. 

Survivors described how the 
campsite, about the size of two 
football fields, was suddenly del-
uged with water, mud and rocks. 
One survivor said, “It was a mat-

ter of seconds, not even min-
utes. The main street in the 
campsite was a river of mud.” 
Another described how he had 
to give up helping other people 
swept away by the flood to save 
his own life. “There comes a mo-
ment when it’s you or nobody,” 
he is reported to have said from 
his hospital bed.

Flash flood kills 87 at Las Nieves campsite
Camping Campsite 
Inundación Flood 

Tormenta Storm 

Vacaciones Holidays 

Caravana Caravan 

Tienda Tent 

Familiares Relatives 

Barro Mud 

Tronco Tree trunk 

Barranco Ravine 

Superviviente Survivor 

Víctima Victim 

Escombros Rubble 

Aguacero Downpour 

Tonelada Tonne 

Viento Wind 

Lluvia Rain 
Desembocadura River  

        mouth

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E7 AUGUST 1996

Rescuers sift through the rubble in search of victims of the flood.  SUR

Cars, caravans, tents 
and holidaymakers were 
swept away by a fast-
moving avalanche of 
water, rock and mud 
during the freak storm

i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page
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Now, more than ever, people are 
conscious of unnecessary per-
sonal contact and we must all 
look for ways to keep this con-
tact to a minimum. 

Online Estate Agent, 
Sell4LessSpain.com by David 
Lloyd reports that many prop-
erty sellers have said that the 
ability to upload their property 
and get it for sale without the 
need for a “human visit” was a 
contributing factor as to why 
they turned to the online agency. 

Simon Pelling, Director at 
Sell4LessSpain said, “The re-
cent events have made people 
more aware of online alterna-
tives. From online food shop-
ping, Amazon delivery, Zoom 
calls etc, the awareness of us-
ing online services has grown 
considerably, particularly 
amongst the older generations 
as a result of this crisis. Our serv-
ices allow owners to get their 
property listed without the need 
for anyone to visit - making it 
fast, efficient and COVID 
friendly!” 

Sell4LessSpain.com has saved 

owners over €4Million in com-
mission since 2014. In recent 
months the business has grown 
considerably as more people 
accept online agency as the way 
forward. The awareness of on-
line agents in the UK like Pur-
plebricks (now the UK’s largest 
agency) makes people search 
for a similar service in Spain.  

Sell4LessSpain does not 
charge any commission, saving 
sellers thousands, and works 
with all the major property por-
tals such as Rightmove Over-
seas, Idealista, Zoopla, Prime-
location, Kyero and many more. 

“Owners can sign up and list 

their properties us-
ing our basic serv-
ice for free,” Simon 
continued, “how-
ever most opt for 
our Gold or Silver 
packages which 
cost €99 and €69 
per month respec-
tively.  Owners can 
cancel anytime, 
and all paid-for 
services come with 

a 14-day free trial. Owners who 
are selling with a traditional 
agent can also use our services 
as we don’t charge commission, 
so we can help people locked 
into agency agreements as well.”

CONTACTLESS LISTING  

OF YOUR PROPERTY!

REAL ESTATE / SELL4LESSSPAIN.COM

SOCIETY SCENE

ADANA 

A new president for 
animal charity 

SUR IN ENGLISH.  The AGM of 
ADANA (Asociación por los 
Derechos de Animales Aban-
donados) recently voted in a 
new president, Susie Brown.  
She started volunteering  at the 
shelter in 2004, cleaning pens 
and finding homes for puppies. 
Her regular coffee mornings 
raised funds for the charity and 
she became Shelter Manager 
three years ago. The charity also 
has a new Public relations Of-
ficer, Shellie Outram. 

ADANA have announced that 
thanks to the efforts of all their 
supporters they have reached 

the required amount for a 
pledge of 2,500 euros, they can 
now move onto the last phase 
of the pledge for August, an-
other 2,500 euros. 

LIONS CLUB 

Mexican night raises 
money for charity 

SUR IN ENGLISH.  The La Cala Li-
ons recently held a Mexican-
themed night at the Village Inn, 
Riviera del Sol. Members and 
guests were encouraged to at-
tend in fancy dress with the 

prize for the overall best outfit 
won by Colin Rae. Shauna from 
Ibex Insurance won the ladies’ 
prize whilst the men’s prize 
went to La Cala Lions presi-
dent, Graham Rutland. The 
club enjoyed a spicy meal of 
chilli con carne and various 
games. The evening raised 
nearly 800 euros for charita-
ble causes.

Susie Brown.  SUR

J. RHODES 

SAYALONGA. Sayalonga-based 
writer Linda Decker’s autobio-
graphical book, Bombs and Bou-
gainvillea, is now available to buy 
on Amazon and in shops in paper-
back.  The travel memoir narrates 
the  five years  that Linda and her 
family spent living in Ramallah 
and Jerusalem. “Initially, I wrote 
it so that I could share our experi-
ences  with friends and family,” 
she explains. Her manuscript was 
awarded nonfiction book of the 
year by the Scottish Association 
of Writers in 2018.

Sayalonga  
author sees  
award-winning 
memoirs  
published

The book.  L. DECKER

SSpecial discount: 
 Sell4LessSpain.com  is offer-
ing readers of this article a 
10% discount on any paid-for 
services by entering code 
SUR10. 

More information: 
 Visit the 
Sell4LessSpain.com website 
at  https://sell4lessspain.com
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EXHIBITIONS 

Galeria Justo / Giner  
MARBELLA. Until 10 September. La 

Ermita industrial estate, C/Madera, 9. 
Before 1881 is an exhibition by Julio 
Anaya Cabanding. Open in August 
only by previous appt. Email: gale-
ria@yusto-giner.com Call: 
951507053 

Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. Until 13 September 9.30 - 

2.30pm. 7 - 9pm Tuesday to Friday. 

9.30am - 9pm Saturday and Sunday. 

During a brief stay in a sanatorium, 
Henri Toulouse - Lautrec created 39 
drawings in crayon about the circus. 
Prints of these drawings are on dis-
play in the museum until 13 Septem-
ber. The new season’s exhibition run-
ning until 10 January 2021 is entitled 
Máscaras. Metamorfosis de la Identi-
dad M oderna, and consists of over 
100 works by national and interna-
tional artists.   

Lola Guerrero 
MALAGA. Until 8 September. Sala 

Alfajar, C/Císter. 
Fragilidad-Es is the name of the 
new, seasonal exhibition at the 
Alfajar gallery in Malaga. The artist, 
Lola Guerrero, reflects the fragility 
of nature in a series of delicate 
ceramics.  

Ángeles Caídas 
MALAGA. Until 20 September, 

Archivo Municipal, Alameda Principal, 

23. 

Artists Paco Aguilar, Pilar Bandres, 
David Burbano, Carmen Campos, 
Pablo Caro Revidiego, Juanjo Fuen-
tes, Isabel Garnelo, María Gkaliata, 
Julia Holtman, Mister Kaikus, Ismael 
Kachtihi, Roy Laguna, Marta O Nils-
son., Eryk Pall, Cayetano Romero, 
Javier Roz, Tina Sánchez, Sara Sara-
bia, Cristina Savage and Marta Troya 
have collaborated to present this 
exhibition of their work which 
includes canvases, ceramics, videos 
and photographs. 

Enrique Brinkmann 
MALAGA. Until 5 January, 2021. Casa 

Gerald Brenan, Calle Torremolinos. 
Artist Enrique Brinkmann has an 
exhibition of 12 of his works enti-
tled Estrellas para Brenan, Obra 
Gráfica, a personal tribute to the 
writer. Brinkmann has exhibited in 
the MOMA  in New York as well as 
many other museums and art gal-
leries around the world. 

Ángeles Caídas, Malaga

The festival will present 
some of Andalucía’s 
finest flamenco artistes, 
including Chato de 
Vélez, Rocío Alcalá and 
José Lucena 

TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. Some of Andalucía’s 
most revered singers, dancers 
and guitarists will perform at 
the forty-first edition of the 
Ciudad de Malaga Flamenco 
Festival in the Malagueta 
bullring this weekend. The 
two-day festival starts at 9pm 
tonight (Friday) with a lineup of 
artists that includes the cele-
brated Chato de Malaga, an 
old-school style singer from 
Granada who has lived in 
Malaga for many years.  

Also on the bill is one of 
Malaga’s top female singers, 
Rocío Alcalà. This popular 
singer has performed her 
traditional Malagueña style of 
flamenco at festivals and in 
peñas all over Spain.  

The Malaga-born dancer, 

José Lucena, has performed 
all over Spain, his show in-
cludes traditional flamenco 
mixed with classic Spanish 
dance and ballet. 

Saturday’s performers will 
include Rosi Campos, Rafael 
Sánchez, Ana Pastrana and 
Luis Perdiguero. The highlight 

of the night will be the per-
formance of Gypsy singer 
Chato de Vélez, who will be 
accompanied by guitarist 
Antonio Soto.  

Tickets (free), available at 
www.malagadecultura.com 

Early reservations are ad-
vised.

José Lucena will perform at the festival.  DIPUTACIÓN DE MALAGA        

Traditional song and dance  
at two-day flamenco festival 
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EXHIBITIONS 

Painted satellite dishes 

ALMUÑÉCAR. Until 31 August. The 

facade of the Town Hall. 

Members of Arte Sur Almuñécar are 

displaying 15 satellite dishes which 

they have decoratively painted and 

have suspended from the facade of 

the town hall. 

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

Jueves del Verano 

MALAGA. July, August.  

13 August, 8pm. Centro Pompidou. 

Proyecto Dasein accompanied by 

soprano Elena Garrido. 

Un Paseo por la Opera 
MALAGA. 8 August, 8.45pm. The 

English Cemetery. 10€. 

A selection of pieces by  Monteverdi, 

through to Handel’s bel canto, Gluck 

and Mozart. On to Rossini and Bellini, 

Catalani and others. With Malaga 

baritone Naser Rodríguez, soprano 

Elena Ramos and pianist Tania Moya. 

https://cementerioinglesmalaga 

Moraga Sound 
MALAGA. Until 30 August. Auditorio 

Playa Virginia, Auditorio Parque 

Héroes de la Batalla de Teatinos, 

Skate Park Rubén Alcántara, Auditorio 

Eduardo Ocón.  

A series of concerts and dance per-

formances including flamenco, funk, 

rock, jazz, hip hop, punk, folk, Indie 

and reggae organised by Malaga 

town hall. http://www.malaga.eu/ 

Conciertos en la Cuarto Fase 
GRANADA.  Plaza de las Culturas, 

Centro Cultural Caja Granada.  

7 August, 9.30pm. Fon Román. 

8 August, 9.30pm. Arco. 

Tickets: http://www.entradascajagra-

nada.es/ 

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra 
MALAGA.   
8 August, 11am, 12.15pm.  Patio of 

the Museo Picasso Málaga.  

The wind quintet of the OFM will be 

playing extracts from Prokofiev’s 

Peter and the Wolf.  

9 August, 8pm.  Patio of the Museo 

Picasso Málaga.  

Manuel Hernández Silva will conduct 

the orchestra playing pieces by Schu-

bert and Beethoven. 

Málaga Inquieta 
MALAGA. From 7 - 16 August. Plaza 

de Toros La Malagueta.  

More than 50 Malaga musicians will 

participate in a series of 10 concerts 

in the bull ring including Pasión Vega, 

La Mari from Chambao and La trini-

dad Airbag.  Entry is free but by 

ticket: www.malagaentradas.com  

Celtic Night 
MIJAS. 8 August, 9.30pm. Auditorio 

Municipal Miguel González Berral.  

Performances by Surpipes, Amigos 

de Guinness, Xábega y Percutora 

and Finndog Macrea with live music 

and dances by Mamen Garro. Reser-

vations: turismo@mijas.es or call: 

952589034 Doors open at 8pm. 

Free. 

Painted satellite dishes, Almuñécar.
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LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

Starlite Festival 

MARBELLA. Until 29 August. Nagüe-

les quarry.  

A shortened version of the festival 

this year. Doors open at 8pm, con-

certs start at 10pm. Tickets and infor-

mation: Ticketmaster and El Corte 

Inglés. 

8 August. Spanish copla and Fla-

menco - soul music with María Jimé-

nez and Pitingo 

12 August. Violin maestro Ara 

Malikian. 

Día de la Juventud 
TORREMOLINOS. 12, 13,August. 

Plaza San Miguel. 

A performance by the Mitad Doble 

group at 9.30pm in the Plaza San 

Miguel on 12 August is followed by 

performances by Abadá Capoeira, 

ESAEM, Artea-T and Shine School 

from 9pm in the plaza the next day. 

Flamenco 
MALAGA. Museo Picasso Málaga. 

10€. 

8 August, 8pm, 9.15pm. Kiko Peña 

and David Arahal. 

THEATRE AND DANCE 

Lorca y Granada  

LOS JARDINES DEL GENERALIFE. 
Until 29 August. 

The award winning flamenco dance 

show, ¡Viva! is on until 12 August 

(except 9 August) with the Manuel 

Liñán dance company. Information, 

tickets etc: https://www.juntadean-

dalucia.es/cultura/lorcaygranada/ 

Tribute to Frozen 
ESTEPONA. 11 August, 8pm. Plaza 

de Toros. 15€. 

El Origen del Hielo. Tributo a Frozen 

features the songs and music from 

Frozen 1 and Frozen 2 as well as 

songs from the Broadway show Fro-

zen. Tickets: www.emelleventos.com 

or www.tickentradas.com or ticket 

office of the bull ring on the night.  

CHARITY 

A night of music and comedy 

SOTOGRANDE. 15 August, from 

7pm. Centro Comercial Sotomarket, 

Local 3C. 15€. 

The event is to raise money for the 

charities Fate Foods, Free Meals On 

Wheels, Feeding The Community and 

ADANA. Includes a free drink and 

tapa. Reservations: 603226099  

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last minute time 

changes. lunchtime and late night 

screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es 

Military Wives: 19.40 (Tues). 

Color Out Of Space: 22.25 (Tues). 

The Way Back: 17.55 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

Military Wives: 19.40 (Tues). 

The Way Back: 22.30 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

Color Out Of Space 19.50(Tues). 

The Peanut Butter Falcon: 19.45 

Tues). 

The Way Back: 22.40(Tues). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com 

The Square: 22.00 (Tues) 

Good Sam: 22.00 (Thurs). 

The Bra: 16.45, 22.30 

The Peanut Butter Falcon: 20.15, 

22.15.

TONY BRYANT  

TORREMOLINOS. One of 
Malaga’s most established 
reggae bands will bring its 
trench town rock to Torremo-
linos next month. Formed in 
the early 1990 as Raza Reggae, 
the band changed its name to 
the 1213 Reggae Band and 
has since built up a strong 
following on the Malaga reg-
gae scene. The four-piece 
band, who released their CD 
Remastered 2019 last year, 

produce an authentic Carib-
bean sound, which is enriched 
by the unusual voice of lead 
singer El Gordo. The group 
has a consolidated sound 
based on roots reggae, Jamai-
can dance hall, and ragga, a 
subgenre that has undertones 
of hip-hop.  

The open-air concert will 
be held in Plaza de Andalucía 
in Torremolinos on 8 August. 
The free concert begins at 
9.45pm, early arrival is 
advised.

The rhythm of Jamaica 
comes to Torremolinos 

1213 Reggae Band will perfrom in Torremolinos next month.  SUR

Berna Perles, Terral, Malaga
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ply it is also as important as the 
amount we use. We should put 
more on “every two hours”. 

4 
Don’t put sun cream 
on babies. A hat and 
clothes are best 

Forget the idea of smothering 
your baby in sun cream. It won’t 
protect him or her from the sun 
even if you apply it everywhere 
except the eyelashes. Derma-
tologists warn against it because 
for babies under the age of six 
months there is “a risk of reab-
sorbing the product”. It is best 
to keep babies in the shade at 

all times and protect them with 
physical barriers such as a hat, 
clothes that cover their whole 
bodies and sunshades. Children 
a bit older should always wear 
a tee-shirt, a hat to protect their 
head, sunglasses which are suit-
able for their age and very high 
protection sun cream applied 
frequently.    

5 
FPS, UVB, UVA...  
what should I look 
for when buying sun 

protection products? 
Nowadays there are sun protec-
tion products to suit all tastes 

on the market. Creams, gels, 
sprays, thinner, thicker, col-
oured... what is important for 
the dermatologists is that they 
comply with three conditions. 
“The first, that they have a very 
high sun protection factor, so at 
least factor 50 for all parts of the 
body. The second is that they 
protect against UVA rays - that 
is normally indicated by a cir-
cle around the word UVA on the 
packaging - and finally, that they 
also protect against infrared and 
visible light, the famous blue 
light that we now know is able 
to colour our skin,” says Dr Ana 
Molina, a dermatologist at the 
Fundación Jiménez Díaz hospi-
tal in Madrid. 

If we want to be completely 
protected from the sun, an in-
creasingly popular option is to 
use nutricosmetics or oral sun 
protectors. “These are normally 
taken by mouth and they include 
antioxidants such as vitamins 
C and E and ferulic acid, which 
helps us to fight against the oxi-
dative stress that solar radiation 
produces on the skin,” says Dr 
Molina, who is one of the best-
known scientists in the field of 
dermatology.  

R
educing the number of 
coronavirus infections is 
top priority right now, 

but we must not forget the dan-
gers of skin cancer, either. That 
is something else we need to fo-
cus on, say specialists, who rec-
ommend ways to keep our skin 
healthy, especially in the sum-
mer, the time of year when the 
danger is greatest. How do we 
do that? Read on.... 

 

 Glorious sun... but be careful     
Just half an hour is enough to get 
sunburnt, so apply plenty of 
cream every two hours. Yes,  
even if you’re wearing a mask

1 
Hats with a brim 
measuring at least 7 
centimetres 

Exposure to the sun needs to be 
built up gradually, especially this 
summer because after such a 
long period of lockdown our skin 
is less prepared than in other 
years. “What you need to avoid, 
above all, is burning,” warns Dr 
Agustín Buendía, coordinator of 
the Spanish Academy of Derma-
tology (AEDV) Euromelanoma 
campaign. To do that, it is best 
not to be out in the sun in the 
middle of the day. Here’s a use-
ful tip: the longer your shadow 
is on the ground, the better. It 
means that the ultraviolet ra-
diation at that time of day is 
lower and it is safer to sunbathe. 
In any case, this specialist in-
sists that “clothes are the best 
type of sun protection”. A loose 
tee-shirt, long cool trousers, sun-
glasses and a good hat with a 
brim of at least seven centime-
tres is the perfect outfit to pre-
vent sunburn.  

2 
Don’t forget ears and 
feet because they 
can burn as well 

Hands up anyone who has not 

had sunburned ears or soles of 
the feet because they didn’t put 
cream on them. “This is the big 
problem we have with sun pro-
tection, people don’t use it prop-
erly on all parts of the body. We 
mustn’t forget to protect any 
area which is exposed to the sun, 
from the nape of the neck to the 
ears, feet and end of the nose, 
because those are also areas 
which are vulnerable to differ-
ent types of skin cancer,” warns 
Dr Buendía. 

3 
How much cream 
should I use? 

Dermatologists say we don’t put 
enough sun cream on and we 
don’t apply it properly, which is 
why we get sunburn so often. 
They advise always using a high 
factor (50 or more) all over the 
body, for this reason: “Normally 
we don’t apply as much cream 
as we should, which is why it is 
better that it has a high protec-
tion factor. The recommenda-
tion is for two milligrams of 
product per square centimetre 
and studies say that we normally 
only use about 0.5 milligrams,” 
say the specialists. How we ap-

Take great care of your 
eyes, especially in 
swimming pools 

“This summer hygiene and 
disinfecting measures have 
been stepped up in public 
swimming pools and that 
means we have to be really 
careful about our eyes,” 
warns eye speciliast Javier 
Araiz, who is the scientific di-

rector of the ICQO (Instituto 
Clínico Quirúrgico de Oftal-
mología). This year, more 
than ever, experts recom-
mend using goggles every 
time we get into the water 
and washing our eyes well in 
the shower after swimming. 
“Also, don’t forget that the 
use of contact lenses, espe-
cially in swimming pools, can 
lead to many different ocular 
infections,” he says.  

CARMEN 
BARREIRO
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SFP

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM THE SUN

Avoid exposure 
to the sun 

between 12pm 
and 5pm

Sun cream with minimum factor 
50 or 50+ and protection 
against UVB and UVA rays Dark clothes o�er 

greater protection 
from ultraviolet 
rays than light 
colours  

Consult your doctor if you are 
taking medication as many
medcines are photosensitive
and can speed up the 
sunburn process

Apply sunscreen to the whole 
face, even if you’re wearing a 
mask. The product must be liquid 
to avoid the appearance of spots

Don’t use sun 
protection cream 
on babies under 6 
months old

Keep your hands well 
hydrated as the use
of hydroalcoholic gel
sanitisers dries them out

Apply 2 milligrammes
of sun cream per cm2

Around 5 or 6 teaspoons 
for the whole body

A sunhat’s  brim 
must have a minimum 
of 7 centimetres to 
cover the entire face, 
ears and neck 7 cm

5

12

SFPFP

SFP

SFP

 ART ISABEL TOLEDO

6 
Do I need to put 
cream on my face if 
I’m using a mask?  

If you don’t want a two-tone face, 
it is best to apply protection to 
all of it. Also, bear in mind that 
not all masks protect equally 
against the sun’s rays, so it is 
best to use some form of protec-
tion. “What we have to bear in 
mind this year is the type of ex-
cipient we use, because if it is 
very greasy we could end up 
with a bout of acne or it can 
cause problems for patients with 
rosacea. The best option in this 
case is to use very light, fluid 
protectors to prevent the side 
effects of using a mask in the 

summer,” says Dr Buendía. 

7 
Will my hands burn if 
I use sanitising gel 
before sunbathing? 

The Spanish Academy of Derma-
tology and Venereology insists 
that hydroalcoholic gels have 
never been associated with pho-
tosensitive reactions which re-
sult in burns on the hands when 
they are exposed to the sun. “If 
that happens, it is likely that the 
product contains some type of 
additional substance which is 
not necessary for its antiseptic 
effect,” say sources from the 
AEDV’s Photobiology Group.   

“Excessive hand washing and 

frequent use of hydroalcoholic 
gels, which are so necessary now, 
makes the skin dry and that can 
lead to irritative dermatitis, 
which we are seeing more fre-
quently in patients at the mo-
ment. What people need to do to 
prevent that type of reaction is 
to make sure they hydrate their 
hands well after washing them, 
and every time they use hand 
sanitiser,” says Agustín Buendía.  

8 
Be careful if you are 
taking medications, 
because many are 

photosensitive and they will 
mean you burn more quickly 
If you’re taking any medication, 

check with your doctor before 
sunbathing.  

Some very common drugs, 
such as the tetracyclines, which 
are taken to treat acne, and their 
derivatives - which many other 
medications contain - increase 
the skin’s sensitivity to the sun 
to such an extent that it can 
cause an exaggerated response 
when sunbathing.  

“In the summer months your 
skin normally starts to burn af-
ter half an hour in the sun, but 
if you are taking any of these 
drugs then you could burn in 
five minutes, which is why it is 
so important to be careful,” says 
Dr Buendía.

“The sun protection 
you use on your face 
should be very fluid 
to prevent a bout of 
acne occurring from 
prolonged use of 
masks”
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A itor Francesena was born 
with a congenital glau-
coma and a prognosis that 

one day he would go blind. When 
he was 14 he lost the sight in his 
right eye and seven years ago, while 
he was waiting for his third cornea 
transplant, a bad fall in the water 
left him with no vision in his left 
eye. He was plunged into darkness. 
However, as soon as he left hospi-
tal, still with stitches in place, Ai-
tor was back in the sea.  

He is nicknamed ‘Gallo’ (cock-
erel) because when he was little, 
in Zarautz - in the Basque Coun-
try, where he still lives - some thugs 
put a knife to his throat and forced 
him to make noises like a chicken.  

In March he went to the US and 
became world champion of 
adapted surfing. When he got back, 
he came down with a fever and 
found he had coronavirus. But 
alone in his house, he couldn’t see 

to check his temperature.  
–What did you think about dur-
that difficult time?  
–Our brains are so intelligent that, 
in critical situations, they know 
how to cope, whatever happens. I 

rang my daughter and said, “One 
day down, one less to go.” But I 
didn’t get better. I had no strength, 
I was sweating all day long; I got 
through a load of tee-shirts. I just 
kept well hydrated, had something 

to eat and then went back to bed. 
Then, I finally gained my strength 
back. The virus left me feeling de-
stroyed, but I’m fantastic now.    
–Does surfing teach you to fall 
over and get up again? 

 IGNACIO PÉREZ

QUICO CHIRINO

Aitor Francesena has 
been blind for seven 
years. When he left 
hospital, he persuaded 
the person looking 
after him to let him go 
back into the sea. And 
now he is a surfing 
champion 

“I’m not bitter about life. I’m happy 
because I was able to see until I was 42”

 Aitor Francesena  World adapted surfing champion –I grew up in a working-class home 
with a congential glaucoma. That 
background has made me what I 
am. Because of the people I grew 
up with, or because I was always 
faced with a ‘no’ whatever I wanted 
to do, I became a fighter. I wanted 
to explore the world, to travel, be-
cause I knew that one day I 
wouldn’t be able to see anything. 
And if I can’t surf I’m not happy. If 
I don’t swallow a bit of salt water I 
can’t face the day the same way. 
All this has made me what I am. 
Positive, a fighter, and with a real 
will to enjoy life.  
–Your philosophy is to live life ‘to 
the limit’. Can you live it with the 
same intensity a metre and a half 
away and wearing a mask?  
–I’m very happy and happiness 
comes from the sunshine, the rain, 
drinking water, going into the sea, 
walking in the mountains and my 
daughter every time she kisses me. 
I go to other countries and I see a 
chap, sitting against a wall, using 
a handful of twigs looking like he’s 
sweeping. You pass him in the 
morning and he’s sweeping, and 
in the evening he’s still sweeping 
in the same place. But you say ‘good 
evening’ to him and he gives you 
a huge smile. We live at a super-
powerful, dizzying speed, but we 
would be happier if we had less.  
–After all you’ve been through, 
doesn’t it make you bitter about 
life?  
–No way! I’m not bitter about life. 
I’m happy because I was able to 
see until I was 42. Honestly, the 
only things I haven’t done yet are 
jump out of a plane and go to Nias, 
an island in Indonesia. And the 
thought of jumping out of a plane 
without being able to see still gets 
my heart racing. I’ve done every-
thing I wanted to do. I snowboard 
and people are amazed. If you leave 
me in the middle of a run, I’ll turn 
one way for a while and then the 
other. I always stay in the middle.   
–How do you see the waves com-
ing at you?  
–The first day I went into the wa-
ter I realised that the sea was giv-
ing me clues. It tells me what the 
waves are like. If I face ahead and 
the wave passes in front of me, I’m 
north. If I turn left and the wave 
passes me on the right, I’m in the 
west. The first time I went in I sat 
on the bottom of the sea and I was 
fine. I had stitches in my eye, I pad-
dled towards the shore, a wave 
passed beneath me and I noticed 
how it curved and the board tilted. 
The next day I went in thinking 
about what I’d learned. I started to 
paddle to the shore, a wave came 
and I stood up. I was surfing, and 
everyone was cheering.   
–Do you prefer to have your feet 
on the ground or in the water? 
–I feel safer in the water. There 
are no obstacles. I often surf at 
night and feel like a fish in water. 
The waves bring me peace.   
–Who lives on the crest of a 
wave? 
–I do! And the crest of the wave is 
the loveliest and most incredible 
place, one that really fufils you as 
a person. What you feel as you 
come down is amazing.  
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Get paid to eat

G overnments worldwide 
are between a rock and 
a hard place when it 

comes to supporting the hos-
telry business while looking af-
ter the health of their citizens. 
On the one hand they need to 
get restaurant and bar workers 
back to their jobs and stop sub-
sidising them, while on the 
other, they are telling us that 
we should eat in. 

The UK government’s plan 
to give ten pounds towards 
each individual meal sounds a 
worthwhile idea in principle. 
Anyone going to a restaurant 
will receive the subsidy on 
meals consumed from Monday 
to Wednesday in pubs, restau-
rants, cafes, hotels, etc. The 
maximum is ten pounds per 
person, wine and alcoholic 
drinks not subsidised. IVA has 
been cut from 20% to 5% on 
hospitality and tourism, which 
is a measure Spain should 
copy. 

Britain is not alone in offer-
ing financial incentives to rein-
vigorate the severely damaged 
sector. Many countries have 
come up with similiar ideas, 
ranging from big discounts to 
free vouchers for future meals. 
In Germany and Austria unlim-
ited beer is on the menu, and 

in restaurants in many Eastern 
European countries two meals 
are offered for the price of one. 
But surely isn’t the one catch-
all trick to offer wine at half 
price across the board? The 
wine industry is suffering 
badly and needs to shift stocks, 
and the usually immoral res-
taurant markup of a typical 
300% on cost gives plenty of 
room for this, and leaves every-
one happy. A bottle costing the 
restaurant ten euros is usually 
priced at 25 or 30, so why not 
sell it for 15?

ANDREW J. LINN 

Carmelo Rodero 9 Meses 

This outstanding red from 
Ribera del Duero was recently 
nominated Spain’s best young 
wine by a highly qualified 
panels of experts. While there 
are of course similar vinos del 
año at much 
lower prices, 
this should be 
every wine 
lover’s yard-
stick, primarily 
for its elegance 
and momen-
tary exposure 
to oak. Around 
€15.

WINE OF THE WEEK

The ‘huevo de toro’ or 
‘bull’s ball’ is an old 
variety that has been 
rescued from extinction 

ESPERANZA PELÁEZ 

MALAGA. The Guadalhorce val-
ley’s ‘huevo de toro’ (bull’s ball) 
tomato is one of the stars of 
Malaga province’s summer har-
vest.  

Every year restaurants in the 
area join an initiative to cele-
brate the bull’s ball season the 
way it deserves, with a pro-
gramme of foodie events organ-
ised by the Grupo de Desarrollo 
Rural Valle del Guadalhorce 
(Guadalhorce Valley Rural De-
velopment Group). 

Throughout August, the 44 
bars and restaurants that have 
signed up for the special bull’s 

ball gastronomy route will make 
the tomato the main ingredient 
of their  special dishes.  

Most of the participating es-
tablishments are in Guadalhorce 
towns such as Alhaurín el 
Grande, Coín, Cártama and Álora, 

although others have joined in 
from further field, taking this 
year’s tomato route as far west 
as San Pedro Alcántara and east 
to Caleta de Vélez, La Viñuela 
and Nerja, with numerous stops 
in Malaga, Benalmádena and 
Fuengirola in between. 

There will also be an open-air 
market in Coín on 15 and 16 
August with an exhibition, show 
cooking, competition and auc-
tion of the best huevo de toro to-
matoes of the season.      

Information on the restaurants 
and bars participating in the 
route is on the website 
http://www.tomatehuevotorogua-
dalhorce.com.  

The site also provides infor-
mation about the characteristics 
of this ancient variety of tomato, 
rescued from extinction by farm-
ers in the Guadalhorce area. 

Restaurants around the province 
celebrate the ‘bull’s ball’ harvest 

The ‘huevo de toro’ tomato with sticker of origin.  SUR
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I t seems like only yesterday, but 
in fact two years have passed 
since 2018, when the woman 

who was recognised as World 
Rugby Referee of the Year in 2016 
decided to put down her whistle.  

Refereeing was a passion that 
Alhambra Nievas discovered quite 
late - already an adult - at the Uni-
versity of Malaga Sports Club, 
while studying Telecommunica-
tions Engineering. 

Those years shaped her life and 
continue to do so, although nowa-
days she is no longer fighting on 
the frontline, but from within, to 
improve the present and future of 

rugby. 
After travelling the globe to refe-

ree some of the most important 
championships (King’s Cups, World 
Series, Olympic Games), Alham-
bra Nievas decided it was time to 
change her priorities in life.  

One year later she fulfilled one of 
her biggest objectives in life with 
the birth of Ibon, her first child, 
who is 11 months old. She now en-
joys a close family life with Ibon 
and her partner at their home in 
her native Granada.  

“Becoming a mother was one of 
my priorities and I didn’t want to 
put it off any longer because I am 

37 now. Being involved in sport al-
ways poses challenges and you en-
ter a maelstrom which is more 

complicated to deal with when you 
are a mother, so I decided that al-
though I was still able to continue 
with my career, this was more im-
portant for me,” she told SUR.  

Unlike many others, she didn’t 
mind the lockdown as it meant she 
didn’t miss a single moment of 
Ibon’s early months, and could 
even get ahead with her work.  

Nievas has never given up her 
links with rugby; no sooner did she 
retire as a referee than she began 
a new post as World Rugby’s Refe-
ree Development Manager. What 
does that position entail?  

“There are a great many differ-
ent tasks; I work with federations 
that do not have professional struc-
tures, trying to provide them with 
support, then I find people who 
have talent and good abilities, to 
help them develop and ensure that 
someone who has a talent can get 
to the top level,” she explained. 

All this, which at present she is 
doing from home, is usually com-
bined with a great deal of travel. 

“I also go to all the world rugby 
sevens tournaments and I’m part 
of the support staff for the referees, 
carrying out checks, analysing per-
formance, so they get to competi-
tion level. And then I also carry out 
training, because I’m a World 
Rugby educator. I try to get more 
people interested in refereeing,” 
she added. 

One of her main priorities is try-
ing to motivate women to discover 
that this is their sport and that, like 

her, if they work hard they can get 
to the very top.   

“One of the priorities is for more 
women to become interested in 
refereeing, because there is a 
framework of equal opportunities 
for them to grow in the right envi-
ronment so they can get to top level. 
Nowadays, as in all sports, there 
are more male players, referees, 
trainers, managers... but we are 
working so that all the girls real-
ise that any sport is for anybody, 
no matter what gender they are,” 
she said.  

A return to the pitch? 
Nievas is happily wrapped-up in 
her work and in motherhood, but 
she can’t deny that she misses be-
ing on the pitch.  

“Yes, I do miss it a great deal. 
Nothing compares with being out 
on the field, whether as a player or 
a referee, but right now I’m at a dif-
ferent stage of my personal and 
professional life. I’m not ruling out 
refereeing at a different level when 
things pick up again, maybe here 
in Andalucía at weekends, for a 
while,” she said. 

 “I think that in the end we must 
give training the same importance, 
because when you’re going out onto 
any pitch you always have to be 
prepared. I believe it is also a way 
of making people see that with love 
and effort, they can achieve their 
aims, and it is very nice to trans-
mit all this from the place where I 
learned it myself, at home”.  

Working mother. The retired 
referee, who discovered a passion 
for rugby at Malaga University, has 
become a mother and now works 
for World Rugby

A change of 
priorities for 
Alhambra Nievas 

MARINA RIVAS

Nievas, 37,  was the first woman to 

officiate in a men’s rugby union 
international.  FERMÍN RODRÍGUEZ
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The now-retired winger 
made almost 100 
appearances for the Blue 
and Whites between 1999 
and 2003, during a much 
rosier era for the club, 
which saw the team play 
in Europe for the first time 

HENRY FLYNN 

MALAGA. Former Malaga winger 
Kiki Musampa still makes the oc-
casional trip to La Rosaleda, but 
his experience now is very differ-
ent to how it was 20 years ago. 

“I’m still watching their results,” 
says the 43-year-old - currently 
enjoying some time on the Costa 
de Sol - though he admits: “It’s a 
pity that they’re in the second di-
vision. It’s a club that certainly 
should be in the highest league.” 

Musampa, originally from Za-
ire - now DR Congo - arrived at 
the club in August 1999 from Bor-
deaux. His new club had just won 

promotion to the first division, 
marking the beginning of an up-
ward curve. Fast forward two dec-
ades, the team is stuck in Segunda 
without much hope of an escape 
any time soon. 

During his four-year stay, Mu-
sampa was part of a side that es-
tablished itself in La Liga and 
qualified for the UEFA Cup in 
2002 through winning the now-
defunct Intertoto Cup. It was a 
huge triumph for Malaga, who 
had never competed in elite-level 
European competition before. 
They even reached the last eight, 
losing on penalties to Boavista in 
the quarter-finals. 

He credits former club presi-
dent Fernando Puche and man-
ager Joaquín Peiró for providing 
the platform for players like him 
to succeed. 

“He was a man with a vision,” 
Musampa remembers of Puche. 
“He said that we had to stay up 
and that he wanted to get to 
Europe. 

“He took a coach, Joaquín Peiró, 

from the second division who took 
them up. He kept him for all those 
years and had confidence in him. 
That gave the club a certain peace 
and made the atmosphere very 
consistent because you knew the 
people, you knew the way of work-
ing and year after year you could 
see the progress of the team.” 

Musampa played almost 100 
times for Malaga and also had 
spells with Ajax, Atlético Madrid, 
Manchester City and FC Seoul. Part 
of a flourishing side, he fondly re-
members his time on the Costa 
del Sol where he stayed longer than 
anywhere else in his career. 

“I came from France back then 
and I didn’t know the Spanish cul-
ture and I didn’t speak the lan-
guage. It always takes some time 
for you to settle in and in my case, 
it was no different. 

“After a year, things really 

changed for me. I 
became a totally 
different person 
which also made 
me a totally dif-
ferent player.” 

Musampa, who 
has a serene, laid-
back demeanour, is 
proud to call Andalucía his second 
home. He frequently visits Mar-
bella and Fuengirola for holidays 
and chose the word ‘adorable’ to 
describe the place which made 
such an impression on him. 

“You don’t need much to enjoy 
life when you’re out here. That is 
one thing that I like. You can just 
have a little coffee on the terrace 
and read your newspaper and en-
joy that moment easily. 

“The food is marvellous too. 
I’m a fish man so it couldn’t be 
better here.” 

As Musampa sampled the joys 
of Spain, he and his teammates 
served their own treats on the 
pitch. 

The 43-year-old belonged to 
an era which saw the club rise 
from relative obscurity to an-
nounce itself as a force in Span-
ish football, but those heady days 
now feel very distant. 

“How the club is being managed 
is important,” Musampa adds. 

“In recent times, things haven’t 
been managed very well by the 
new president. It’s not worked out 
as it should have. There’s no struc-
ture, and when it’s like that it’s 
hard for players to perform be-
cause any success starts with the 
club itself.” 

He believes there is a lot of 
work to be done if Malaga are to 
return to the top division. And 
while it’s a lofty aspiration, Mu-

sampa knows the value of com-
peting against the best op-

ponents each week: “As a 
player it’s wonderful [...] 
Those are the games that 
you can make the differ-
ence in. Those are the 

games you can make history.” 
When Musampa reflects on 

his playing days, his achievements 
at Malaga are hard to match, as he 
realises the tremendous effect the 
team had on the city.  

“Those are wonderful times, 
wonderful moments that people 
will always remember because it 
was the first time for the club to 
play in Europe - especially with the 
team from those days because they 
were all lads from Malaga. 

“Most of them came from the 
second division, and were at 
Malaga already, and I was one of 
the few changes that came around, 
so that’s what makes it special.” 

Musampa: “Malaga 
did so well in my 
day because they 
were well-run from 
top to bottom”

Musampa, right, celebrates a goal with teammate Gerardo in 2001. Below, 

in a recent image posted on Instagram.   Ñ.S. / @KIKIMUSAMPAOFFICIAL

ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. Malaga CF season ticket 
holders are being offered a choice 
of compensation for the six 
matches that were played behind 
closed doors due to the coronavi-
rus restrictions. 

The club announced this week 
that fans can opt for a 20 per cent 
discount when they renew their 
ticket for the coming season. Al-
ternatively, they can accept the of-
fer of six free tickets to be used 
when matches are played again 
with no Covid restrictions in force. 
The third option, one heartily rec-
ommended by the club, is to give 
up any form of compensation. 

Fans have until the end of August 
to register their choice at 
https://malaguista.malagacf.es/reg-
istro/ Silence will be considered 
as choosing the third option.

Malaga CF season 
ticket holders 
offered a discount 
or free tickets as 
Covid compensation
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T
he first time I cast eyes 
on Íker Casillas, he was 
sitting in the passen-

ger’s seat of his dad’s car leav-
ing the secret exit of the 
Bernabéu Stadium. 

My TV crew and I were wait-
ing to follow Steve McMana-
man back to his home as part 
of a ‘day in the life’ feature. 
Top-of-the-range vehicles from 
every leading manufacturer 
whizzed past us and then came 
an ordinary family estate. 

Casillas senior was carefully 
chauffeuring his teenage son 
back home. He looked so out of 
place among the superstars of 
Real Madrid. He was the fresh-
faced teenage goalkeeper 
who’d just broken into the most 
famous first team.   

Twenty-one years later, he’s 
announced the end of a career 
that reached unprecedented 
heights.   

You are normally adorned 
with a sainthood in retrospect. 
For Íker Casillas, the canonisa-
tion came right in the middle 
of his glorious professional life. 
A Champions League winner at 
just 19, he won it twice more, 
claimed the La Liga title five 
times and excelled for his 
country. 

‘San Íker’ got his gloves in 
the World Cup in 2010 and 
took home the European 
Champions trophy in 2008 and 
2012. There’s not enough 
space on this page to chronicle 
all of his incredible achieve-
ments.  

He earned every single one 
of the medals with his out-
standing ability, superhuman 
reflexes, presence, acrobatics 
and leadership. 

Leadership wasn’t merely 
walking up the steps to lift tro-
phies. Just before Euro 2012, he 

led a Spain national team that 
was in danger of being divided 
into Real Madrid and Barcelona 
camps. Along with Carles Puyol 
and Xavi, he called a meeting to 
thrash out growing differences. 

The conclusion was the unifica-
tion of a squad that went on to 
retain the title. 

Back in Madrid, his diplomatic 
efforts weren’t appreciated by 
his club coach; Jose Mourinho 

thrived on creating antagonism 
with his rivals and Casillas had 
undone his groundwork. This 
signalled the beginning of the 
end for the goalkeeper at the 
club he’d represented since the 
age of nine. 

Mourinho always left a trail. It 
was a fall-out with a physio at 
Chelsea, clashes with Paul Pogba 
at Manchester United, a poke in 
the eye to a Barcelona assistant. 

He dropped the goalkeeper 
and made the fall-out public. 
Things were never the same.  
Mourinho soon departed and, a 
couple of years later, Casillas 
moved onto Porto where he 
added to his collection of league 
and cup titles. 

Sadly, he suffered a heart at-
tack during training in May 2019 
and his career was curtailed. 

There was talk of him stand-
ing for the Presidency of the 
Spanish Football Federation 
and, at the age of 39, I’m sure he 
will adapt his experiences to ex-
cel somewhere very important 
in the footballing world. 

He is one of the greatest goal-
keepers of all time with a multi-
tude of awards to mark his 
achievements.   

He truly is ‘San Íker’. who 
needed the patience of a saint to 
deal with the aftermath of a ruck 
with Jose Mourinho.

Casillas, during a game with his last club, Porto, in 2018.  EFE

San Íker (Casillas) 
One of the greatest goalkeepers of all time announces his retirement

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Inland 

www.casajaruf.es Properties in 
Cadiz 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

LA TRINIDAD Golden Mile  www.la-
trinidadsales.co.uk Specialist. 
672511088 

Property Wanted 

APARTAMENT for sale Torremoli-
nos, 128000 euros. Beautiful 
seaviews, swimming pool 
627613530 

WE HAVE many clients actively look-
ing for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Cala-
honda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA/ Arroyo de la Miel: 
Long term apartment 2 bedroom, 2 
bathroom, 20mts sunny  terrace,  
storeroom,  parking, pool. More in-
formation 654508601 

BENALMADENA Costa. Magnifi-
cent  apartment. Winter period.  Be-
side beach and all amenities. With 
100mts terrace, sunny all day, front 
sea views. More information 
654508601 

Estepona 

2 PENTHOUSE apartments avail-
able for short term rent. (Avail-
able immediately). Pelican Park 
Benavista. 2 bed, 2 bath. 285Eu-
ros weekly. Paid in full in advance 
+ refundable deposit. Call Joanne 
00447418007069 

Fuengirola 

BOLICHES  beautiful modern, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, seafront, 790 
euros/month. 679111522 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM  Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN  townhouse, 4 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, patio, garage, 580 
euros/month. 679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

MARBELLA Banús, 1 or 2 bedroom 
apartments by Marina. Private gar-
den, pools. Long, short term. bra-
voelezovic@gmail.com 
34637439222 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo, central. One bed-
room apartment. Long term. Eur400. 
650192127 

CALAHONDA: Small studio attached 
to villa, large garden, pool. For non-
smoking lady 60/69 years. 285 
Euros. 666666482 

MIJAS  Costa, large 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, terraces, garage, pool, 
850 euros/month. 679111522 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 

Málaga/Marbella. 678791495 

sparklenripple@hotmail.com 

www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287  

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according 
your needs. Also, we can turn your 
antic pool into a new pool design. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
+34610502623  

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES  main-
tenance, repairs, renovations. Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers, rollers. info@per-
fectpools.es 650 348785 

Garden 

THE ARBORIST: Specialist tall tree 
jobs. Cheapest price. Also painting 
houses/ apartments/ villas. 
Whatsapp 637203528 Check Face-
book/ Instagram: Spacialtall tree 
jobs 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also 
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es  

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Office: +34711010971/ 
+34600260534 arbolista@spain-
tree.com/  www.spaintree.com 

GARDENER: Jobs, maintenance for 
communities, houses. High quality 
service at special prices. Free dis-
placement for entire Costa del Sol. 
666690904 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists. 
Established 2005. 
634315264//652640871 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH 
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES.   
costadiggers@hotmail.com 
www.costadiggers.com 
678450051 

MASTER  builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

HANDYMAN repair, remodeling, 
bathroom, kitchen, painting, car-
pentry. www.CKcontractor.com, Cy-
rus 619930738 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com  

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: door, kitchens & furniture. Wall-
papering. Call/Whatsapp: Daniel: 
628066308 www.rainbowpintu-
ras.com 

INTERIOR/ Exterior painting. For 
a quick efficient service call/ 
Whatsapp Ian on 603219176 

PAINTING interior/exterior deco-
rator, also private, comercial prop-
erties call: 641365665 

Tiling 

QUALITY Tiling, bathrooms, kitch-
ens, terraces. 20 years on Coast. 
722378582 Vern 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain-tech So-
lutions  

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-

rage door motors. Servicing or Re-

pairs. Call Colin 

951242873/636394641 expert-

gates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 

Intercoms and access control sys-

tems. New installations and re-

pairs, for all your gate and garage 

door requirements call The Ga-

rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 

tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-

garagedoorcompany.es 

952786178/605356469

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered coast 
and inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-

fessional carpet and upholstery 

cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 

or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-

ice. 678808837/952669701 or 

email acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 

cleaned as well as all carpets. 

685524921 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 

Family run. Carpets, sofas and 

mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 

service. 7 days. All areas. 

952930861/ 607610578 

www.cleaningsolbusiness 
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Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-

LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 

REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 

SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 

645840199  

POLISH your marble or clean ter-

race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30 

years experience guaranteed work. 

671244683 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-

ily business. Terracota cleaned and 

sealed. No job too small. 7 days. All 

areas. 952930861/ 607610578 

www.cleaningsolbusiness 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-

ily business. Marble floors polished. 

Fast service. 7 days. All areas. 

952930861/ 607610578 

www.cleaningsolbusiness 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

 
  

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. 
Highest quality UPVC windows, 
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass 
replacement fully guaranteed. 
Trade/ public. Showroom. 
952667761/ 680828000  

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803  

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 
Highest quality. 658277572 

ELECRTRIC Solar panels installed 
and working. Special offer!!  Half 
price!! Call Solares Sistemas 
711008028 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

FUJITSU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive.  www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287  

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

Cleaning Services 

OVEN cleaning domestic, commer-

cial, professional cleaned from 40 

Euros. 611283162 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-

fessional carpet and upholstery 

cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 

or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-

ice. 678808837/952669701 or 

email acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 

including leather cleaned on site. 

685524921 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Translators 

TRANSLATIONS All languages. 
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094. 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147  al-
an1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

Insurance 

REMOVALS AND 

STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 

on time. 651081610 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-

housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 

or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-

cus Transport 

952816582/603860702 

move@freinternational.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 

No job too small. FROM 15Euros 

per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 

605215917  

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Trading 

on the Coast since 1978. Spanish 

limited company. Over 300 storage 

containers for household good and 

personal effects.  24hrs security and 

video surveillance. 952470707 

www.southern.es 
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BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Unrivalled 
range of good quality packing ma-
terials for sale: Removal boxes, bub-
ble wrap paper and tape. 952470707 
www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Removals 
along the Costa del Sol, throughout 
Spain and Worldwide. Air freight 
and Overseas shipping. 952470707 
www.southern.es 

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655 

WORLDWIDE shipping, door2door 
service. British Removal Company 
SL. www.brcspain.com 
952426463 

MOVING locally? Call 952426463/ 
660563131. Best prices. Fully le-
gal. British Removal Company 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
livieries, clearances. 20 Euros hour 
+ fuel. Steve 602637242 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-

lection. Cash waiting. 675357575 

WANTED all furniture and house-

hold items. Best prices. 

697511071  

QUALITY Bric-a-Brac wanted. Top 

prices! Quick collection. 

661402134 

CASH: Wanted furniture, garden, 

house, garage, shop. Gold, diamond, 

watches, antiques, electrics, cars. 

660366033 

MENS Wrangler Jeans as new, 36 

waist 30 leg Two pairs Euros 40 each. 

Phone 653496885 

BUY FUR Coats and Jackets hand-

bags, designer bags, oriental and 

Persian carpets, jewellery and 

watches, all kinds of  silver  silver 

plated 90/100/800, cutlery, tin, 

amber, coral, coins, medals, porce-

lain,  radio, musical instruments. 

Military items until 1945, photos, 

medals etc., fair price in cash. Phone 

688335497 

BUY vinyl records, record player, 

CD’s and Radios. 688335497 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 

proper cars, same day collection. 

678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-

stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 

or Spanish...685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/lost 
papers. Problems solved. 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free col-
lection same day. 685524921 

ALL CARS Commericals wanted any 
age, any condition. Cash. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

PHONE me first or last! I pay more! 
Cars, vans, caravans. UK or Span-
ish. 660366033 

AUTOMATIC Ford Focus 1.6 125CV, 
Powershift Trend. 2013. 88,000km 
(54,000 mls) Metallic silver, im-
maculate. New ITV.  Aircon. Bereave-
ment sale private. 8,800 Euros. 
711005678 David 

MERCEDES E270 CBI, silver, owned 
last 15 years, automatic, new injec-
tors, new fuel pump, replacement 
Cat this year, new ITV. 2995 euros. 
680816298 

AUTOMATIC 2017 Citröen Cac-
tusC4, HDI silver, Service history 
Sat.Nav. Cruise control. 55.000 km 
Stereo. Excellent condition. 9750 
euros. 606293459 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 952796166/ 
615834322. info@transmatic.es 
www.transmatic.es 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 
SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury boat 
charters. Boat sales. Tel/Whatsapp 
Barry 0034670659218 

PUERTO Banús 8M mooring for 
rental. Tel. 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

WE ARE a Real Estate agency in the 
port of Estepona, one of most es-
tablished in this area, with interna-
tional clients from all over Europe 
and oversea. We are looking for ex-
perienced Sales Agents native Eng-
lish, with driving license and car. 
Please send you CV to: info@prop-
erties-spain-marbella.com of just 
call us: 952797402 

BUSY LAW firm in Coin is seeking 
Administratives/ Secretaries both 
full or part time. Bi-lingual Spanish 
& English, other languages an ad-
vantage. We need a team player and 
good communicator who enjoys 
working with an international team. 
Please send your CV's to info@de-
cottalaw.net 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 

Now! Tel:952028080.  Email: 

info@localsoft.com Web:  www.lo-

calsoft.com 

CDS PROPERTY are looking for an 

Experienced Sales Consultant for 

our busy office in San Pedro. Must 

be experienced in the Real Estate 

Market. Familiar with CRM sys-

tems. Computer Literate. Ambi-

tious. Own car, Reliable with Lan-

guages a bonus. Lots of new leads 

to call. High commissions for the 

right applicant. Email 

info@cdsproperty-spain.com Call 

645 194 826 

HAVE YOU sold Property, Land or 

Alternative Investments over the 

phone? Would you like to work from 

home? Do you want to earn, double 

digit commissions? Please send your 

C.V. to info@CarreeCasas.com or 

call +34 600 006 295 to arrange an 

interview 

WORK from home:  Earn 500/3,000 

Euros per month starting part time.  

Be your own boss working in the 

health and wellness market place. 

Call Phil Cony on 643781651 for 

details 

PASSIONATE, organized person for 

Lighting Studio in Marbella. Auto-

CAD, English and Spanish needed. 

CV admin@amcprojects.com 
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REAL estate professional required 

at a busy office in Torreblanca. Ap-

plicants must be fluent in both Eng-

lish and Spanish. Email your CV to 

info@pardalisestates.com 

Situations Wanted 

BUILDER/ Handyman seeks work. 
Malaga/Marbella. Own tools, van. 
My work on Facebook: Pavlo Handy-
man. 622336727 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

ATTRACTIVE fit lady WLTM culture 
retired gentleman (70's), for con-
versation and possible friendship. 
Whatsapp+393473294613 

ITALIAN Lady 52 former model/jour-
nalist WLTM English gentleman for 
long term relationship. 
0034604385725 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA: Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck/back & extremity disorders. 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

FUENGIROLA: Classic relaxing sen-
sitive, antistress full body massage. 
Appointments. 600231544 

MASSAGEspecialist Benalmádena. 
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65. 
622231133 

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmádena. Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289 

CALAHONDA: Freshining massage 
by professional lady. WhatsApp 
605304448 

AMERICAN Lady offers full body 
massage Senior Citizens 50% off. 
Benalmadena Costa by the windmill 
roundabout.  691533101 

EXCELLENT professional Andean 
massage for Ladies & Gents. 
631152083. 

ANTISTRESS massage. Enjoy and 
relax yourself. Appointments. 
637369920/ 643195843 

NEW IN Fuengirola, Clinica Estetica 
Maxdina Wellness provides Unisex 
pedicure, manicure, waxing and 
massages . By appointment only. 
www.maxdinawellness.com 
WhatsApp nr only:  +34-669-368-
172. Telephone phone nr: +34-667-
547-867 Address: Calle Jacinto Be-
navente 10 Edificio Benavente, 1ra 
planta, puerto 5 Fuengirola 

Therapists 

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-

selling and Psychotherapy: on-

line help: bereavement; loss; anxi-

ety, fear, trauma; couples work. 

Richard +447813944146 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 

reflexology and others. Also on-

line.  www.naturaclass.net 

951311216 

Mobility 

Others 

MALE/FEMALEViagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivery or mail  order vi-
agra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack  10.  gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired/up-
graded. Data Recovery. 18yrs help-
ing people. info@soltecspain.com 
Neil: 662379899 

Others 
CLASSES 
QUALIFIED native Mandarin Chi-

nese Teacher in Benalmadena. Can 

do groups/private, online/ f2f.  

665950945 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 

Qualified Spanish female teacher 

with many years of experience.  Own 

method: simple and effective. Ideal 

for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-

dents 617879834 

HOME tutor available for English, 

history, maths, biology, homework 

help, exam preparation, IB, A-Level, 

IGCSE, ESL. Reliable, experienced, 

good references. WhatsApp:697 

372502 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 

Grande. Holiday accommodation 

for dogs & cats. Individually 

heated/aircon kennels. 

952112284/ 685400216 

www.petcarespain.com Follow 

us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/630197435 
www.catanddogworld.com 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. cow 2. cat 3. dog 4. goat

What animal in Hinduism 
is regarded as a symbol of 
non-violence and wealth?

1. Hindi 2. Bengali 3. Punjabi    
4. Urdu

Which is the second most-
widely spoken language in 
India?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11421

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Getting back to what is a more normal 

pattern for you? There comes, however, 

the chance to indulge in something 

rather fanciful and luxurious.       

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

A lot of energy and a restless spirit can 

make you feel rather ‘edgy’. Get stuck 

into something mundane and even 

boring.    

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

A small blip in your romantic life is most 

likely due to lack of attention to social 

matters. If this can be fixed easily it will 

be well worth the peace that ensues.   

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

There is a need to check and double-

check that things are going in the right 

direction. Not that anyone is out to trip 

you up, quite the reverse.    

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Getting together with like-minded 

people can really see your plans shoot 

ahead this week. Progress is all about 

mutual support even if it has to be 

from a distance.  

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Do you realise how much you have 

changed inside? In your approach to 

life? Think on this and pick out the 

habits and routines that will carry 

forward into the future   

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Expecting too much of others could see 

you disappointed this week. Just 

because you admire someone does not 

mean that they are (or could be) 

perfect.           

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

You really do have to lighten up and 

have some fun. Life has been very 

serious for a time and will be in the 

future so this little oasis of calm should 

be given all of your attention.   

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Too much going on? If you really cannot 

take a break this week then at least find 

time to relax. It is amazing what a sit 

down, cup of something and a chat will 

do for your nerves!    

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

All sorts of delays seem likely. Even 

though these are small, they are still 

irritating. Gather your patience and tie 

up any loose ends, for that is what they 

are.    

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Thinking before you utter is advised this 

week. There are certain people and 

situations who seem irritating. Jangled 

nerves don’t help but realise that you 

are not alone in this. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

This could be just the time to turn 

emotions in a new direction. Let go of 

any feelings of apprehension. It is 

important now to look forward.

4 7

3

2 7 8 9 4 1

8 9

1 9 2

8 1 3 4 6

8 7

3 6 1 2 9

4 5

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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Across Down

WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer: Cow 
Of interest: In Hinduism, the cow is 
a symbol of wealth, strength, 
abundance, selfless giving and a full 
Earthly life. The cow is seen as a 
‘caretaker’ or maternal figure. One 
Hindu goddess named Bhoomi is 
usually shown in the form of a cow. 
She represents the Earth.  
Answer: Bengali 
Of interest: The Indian constitution 
recognises 22 official languages 
with Hindi the most widely spoken 
followed by Bengali, Marathi and 
Telugu. Urdu is ranked around 7th 
and Punjabi 11th.

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is C.  Clematis, 
cyclamen, hyacinth, all 
flowering plants.

Last week:  
Alfarnate 

This quiet little square, with the town 
hall on one side, is situated in the little 
village of Alfarnate. Alfarnate is 
located to the far north west of the 
Axarquía, 925 metres above sea level.

A peaceful square in a tourist hotspot

Language Crossword

CORONAVIRUS ADVICE

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone

Coronavirus information

955 545 060
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S
unday 8 April 1787, Easter 
Sunday. British traveller 
Joseph Townsend is 

watching attentively as Mass is 
celebrated in the recently com-
pleted cathedral in Malaga. Amid 
the incense, organ music and 
ceremony, a well-mannered 
young  man approaches him and 
offers to answer any questions 
this curious traveller may have. 

Afterwards, as they seemed to 
be getting on well, he persuaded 
Townsend to accompany him to 
Calle Granada, where his father, 
Félix Solesio, lived opposite the 
church of Santiago. Townsend and 
Solesio immediately struck up a 
friendship and the traveller was 
invited to spend a few days at their 
house in the countryside.  

Félix Solesio, who was Genoese, 
had bought the estate called Ar-
royo de la Miel three years earlier, 
in 1784. It had a huge amount of 
land, measuring 11 kilometres in 
length by nearly six wide, now  
Benalmádena Costa and Arroyo 
de la Miel.  

This immense estate had cost 
the Italian 300,000 ‘reales’. Bear-
ing in mind that he had bought  his 
three ‘houses’ in Calle Granada for 
141,000 reales, we get an idea of 
what land on the Costa was worth 
in those days.   

The estate bordered the Molino 
del Moro to the east, neighbouring 
estates owned by people from 
Benalmádena to the west, the Si-

erra de Mijas to the north and “the 
coast, sand and sea” to the south. 
From the early 16th century this 
land had belonged to the Zurita-
Zambrana family, and one of their 
descendents had sold it to Solesio.  

So, the English traveller was to 
spend a few days on the Arroyo de 
la Miel estate. He arrived on Thurs-
day 12 April after just a few hours’ 
travel from Malaga.  

Townsend described with typi-
cal British precision everything he 
saw. In the two and a bit years that 
Solesio had owned it, he had 
planted 200,000 grapevines, 5,000 
olive trees, 100,000 mulberry trees, 

580 fig trees, 300 pomegranate 
trees, 700 lemon trees, 700 orange 
trees and a large amount of sugar 
cane. 

 He also had 56 oxen, 1,200 
lambs, 400 goats and 158 pigs. The 
shepherds slept next to their herds 
and every night a man on horse-
back rode around the estate to pre-
vent possible attacks by thieves.  

The figures may sound exagger-
ated, but they are supported by 
historical documents, as histori-
ans José Carlos Balmaseda and 
María del Carmen Martín show in 
their book  Félix Solesio, Funda-
dor de Arroyo de la Miel. 

There was also a quarry on the 
estate and in an area near the sea 
they had even discovered Roman 
baths with mosaic floor tiles.  

Félix Solesio built six mills to 
produce paper. We know their na-
mes: Los Fundadores, Santa Rita, 
La Victoria and San Bonifacio, 
which produced white paper, and 
Los Apóstoles and San Nicolás, 
where brown paper was made. All 
these provided work for around 
112 people, according to Town-
send, nearly 20 per cent of the po-
pulation of Benalmádena.  

Solesio also built ten homes for 
workers and a church, complete 
with a tower and bell.  

Félix Solesio was a dreamer. He 
called his dream the San Carlos in-
dustrial complex after the King, 
Carlos III. In Arroyo de la Miel to-
day you can still see the entrance 
leading to the houses on the es-
tate, with a marble inscription ex-
plaining that everything had been 
created in the public interest and 
for the future of the nation. It was 
the dream of every illustrious man.  

Félix Solesio has always been 
overshadowed by the man who was 
his protector, José de Gálvez, Min-
ister of the Indies from the Court 
of Charles III and Marquess of 
Sonora, and for that reason his fig-

ure has rarely been given much 
attention. Solesio was appointed 
director of  De Gálvez’s playing card 
factory in Macharaviaya, for which 
he produced the paper in Arroyo 
de la Miel.  

Townsend described him as an 
“enterprising man who uses all his 
profits to make improvements on 
his estates”.   

By 1797 his industrial complex 
was valued at five million reales, 
in other words its worth had mul-
tiplied by 15 in just 13 years.  

In 1800 Arroyo de la Miel was 
already like a small town which 
was to grow during the 19th cen-
tury thanks to its paper mills.  

The mansion owned by Félix 
Solesio in Malaga’s Calle Granada, 
has now been converted into the 
new Palacio Solecio hotel.

 History.  Arroyo de 
la Miel was once an 
enormous estate, 
where an  Italian 
businessman 
made paper for 
playing cards

Short and sweet How did a place get  
to be called  
Stream of Honey? 

The most credible theory 
comes from the abundance of 
bee hives, because of the ex-
tensive areas of thyme 
bushes. The name already ap-
peared in documents about 
the land at the end of the 15th 
century. In 1751, according to 
official records, there were 65 
bee hives in that area.  

The second, less credible 
hypothesis, is more poetic, as 

Juan José Jurado ex-
plains: the name, 

which means Stream 
of Honey, comes 
from the existence 
of a mill where 
cane was ground 
down to make 

sugar. The residue 
from the cane, 

“honey”, was thrown 
into the stream, which 

gave its waters a certain sweet 
flavour.   

You can still see La Tribuna 
building in the centre of Ar-
royo de la Miel, in the square 
of the same name. It is with-
out a doubt the oldest building 
in the town. Restored in 2007, 
and 60 square metres in size, 
it is all that remains of the 
early San Carlos estate; out-
side there is a scuplture of  
Félix Solesio.

FERNANDO ALONSO

S    La Tribuna 
building, in Arroyo.  
 
W The archway 
leading to the San 
Carlos complex.  
 
 Round photo: 
the statue of Félix 
Solesio.  SUR


