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“We’ve lost 
everything, 
but we’re  
still alive” 
Dozens of British 
residents on a mobile 
home site near Mollina 
saw their properties and 
belongings go up in 
flames on Sunday. Fire 
completely destroyed 
40 properties, leaving 
fewer than 20 still 
standing. P2&3

The owners of as many as 4,000 
holiday apartments and villas are 
now looking for long-term tenants 
for their properties as the tourist 
industry struggles to keep afloat 
on the Costa del Sol. The UK’s in-
troduction of quarantine for trav-
ellers from Spain led to mass can-

cellations, shattering many own-
ers’ hopes of recovering some busi-
ness this summer. Before the co-
ronavirus pandemic hit Spain, in 
Malaga province there were 40,000 
properties registered as tourist 
lets, with many more being pre-
pared to join the market.  P6

Holiday property owners 
look for long-term 
tenants as tourism fails
The pandemic 
and the UK’s  
quarantine 
measures have 
burst the bubble

Victims went back to the  

site on Monday to assess the 

damage.  ÑITO SALAS

MALAGA CF  

THE FIRST 

TEST

The club announced  
five PCR positives after  
players underwent 
Covid-19 tests on their 
return to La Rosaleda  
P38
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The Spanish and British 
communities in Mollina 
rallied round to help the 
more than 70 people 
evacuated from the Lazy 
Days Pueblo Fiesta static 
caravan site, where 40 
homes were totally 
destroyed 

MOLLINA. A woman waits impa-
tiently for two workmen to open 
her safe, or what’s left of it, a 
charred box. When they man-
age to open it, it’s impossible to 
distinguish the majority of items 
inside, now reduced to ash. 

She starts to cry while they 
put her belongings on the 
ground, with the hope of being 
able to salvage something from 

the catastrophe. 
She is just one of the 79 peo-

ple evacuated on Sunday after-
noon from the Lazy Days Pueblo 
Fiesta mobile home park in Mol-
lina, near Antequera in inland 
Malaga province, where a dev-
astating fire left more than 40 
homes burned to a cinder. 

After being forced out by the 
flames, those who had no fam-
ily or friends to take them in 
were accommodated at the 
Euro-Latin American Youth Cen-
tre, Ceulaj, also in Mollina, where 
they received numerous dona-
tions of food, clothes and other 
essentials from the local people. 

“There are no words to de-
scribe what they’ve done for us,” 
say Jim and Diane Wilson, who 
said they only bought one of the 
static vans on the site a couple 
of weeks ago. 

“We arrived three days ago. 
Our house is okay, but there’s no 
water or electricity, so we can’t 
go into our place,” they explain. 

Despite the devastation, they 
feel very “lucky”. The important 

thing is that nobody died, they 
say, but point out that there are 
some very elderly people  
affected. 

“There’s one man who is 92 
years old, and he has nothing 
left, everything’s just flat,” says 
Diane. 

The couple have been provided 
with the medication they need 
for themselves and their dog. 

“The Spanish people and the 
English community have been 
fantastic,” says Jim. 

The Lazy Days site, known lo-
cally as the ‘English campsite’, 
is made up of prefabricated 
homes, the majority of which are, 
or were, occupied by British na-
tionals. 

“A lot of us speak English and 
we are helping the people who 
can’t communicate well [in Span-
ish],” says a worker at Ceulaj, 
who was joined by volunteers to 
organise a huge table of dona-
tions of all sorts of items from 
local people. 

“We’ve brought personal hy-
giene items, such as sponges and 

shower gel,” says one local 
woman. 

In fact the list of products and 
objects made available to the 
evacuated residents was so great 
that the town hall had to ask peo-
ple to stop sending clothes. 

“The response has been in-
credible, and now there are so 
many clothes, they don’t need 
any more,” says a local council-

lor, who added that a minibus 
had also been put at the disposal 
of the residents so they could go 
to the small town. 

After selecting what they need 
from the table the affected resi-
dents sit in a patio at Ceulaj to 
get some fresh air, many still in 
shock after Sunday’s traumatic 
experience. 

“It’s terrible, we’re devastated. 
There’s nothing left,” they  
explain. 

The scorched caravan site, just 
a few minutes away from the cen-
tre, was still giving off a strong 
smell of ash on Monday. 

Civil Protection volunteers re-
turn to the area where the mo-
bile homes once stood to accom-
pany their owners, as they took 
photographs in order to claim 
for the damages. They also still 
have some hope of being able to 
recover something among their 
belongings. 

“We’ve lost everything,” says 
Peter Thacker, who, with his wife, 
takes photographs of the dam-
age caused to his car and home, 
now totally burned. 

“We’ve been living here for a 
year. We’ve lost all the important 
things,” he explains as he 
searches for his glasses among 
the debris, along with a Civil Pro-
tection volunteer. 

When he finds them, he opens 
the case to inspect them. There’s 
nothing to recover; he throws 
them back into the charred  
debris. 

“We’ve lost everything, but 
we’re lucky nobody died”

Residents at the site on Monday morning.  ÑITO SALAS

Residents whose homes 
were reduced to charred 
debris by the flames 
returned to salvage what 
they could of their 
belongings on Monday 

Owners stressed how the 
local Spanish and British 
communities had been 
“fantastic”, providing 
clothes and other items 
after they fled their homes

ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 
 
 

Local workers help look for lost belongings.  ÑITO SALAS

The mobile homes in Mollina, near Antequera, were reduced to charred debris.  ÑITO SALAS
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MALAGA. The fire that destroyed 
a total of 40 mobile homes in 
the Lazy Days Pueblo Fiesta 
campsite in Mollina on Sunday 
broke out in an empty property. 

This is the initial conclusion 
of the Malaga provincial fire-
fighting consortium (CPB) 
whose report will be used in the 
investigation being carried out 
by the Guardia Civil in  
Antequera. 

According to official sources, 
on Monday morning there was 
no clear hypothesis regarding 
how the blaze began and, given 
the state of the burned mobile 
homes, it may well not be pos-
sible to establish the exact 
cause. 

The sources said that more 
than 30 firefighters worked non 
stop on the site from 4pm to 
2am.  

Their work was “especially 
complex”, said the consortium’s 
president, Manuel Marmolejo, 
adding that other fires in Hu-
milladero and Ronda also broke 
out on Sunday evening. 

The fire was brought under 
control by 7pm that evening. By 
that time, though, only 18 vans 
were left standing. 

According to the firefighters, 
the blaze reached excessively 
high temperatures due to the 
materials used in the construc-
tion of the static caravans. 

Exploding gas cylinders also 
made the job more dangerous 
for the firefighters. 

Accommodation 

Around 70 people, most of the 
British, had to be evacuated 
from the site and many were 
accommodated at the nearby 
Ceulaj Euro-Latin American 
Youth Centre which belongs to 
the central government. Two 
people were injured, neither of 
them seriously. 

On Wednesday, 33 residents 
from the site were at the Ceu-
laj centre, thanks to coordina-
tion between the government 
delegate in the province, 
Teófilo Ruiz; the mayor of Mol-
lina, Eugenio Sevillano; and 
the British consul, Charmaine 
Arbouin.

Report concludes blaze started in 
an empty property, but says exact 
cause will be hard to establish

One of the vans on fire on Sunday evening.  SUR

Items donated for the residents.  Ñ. S. At the Ceulaj centre.  Ñ. S.
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Regional officials say half 
outbreaks are in family 
groups now, with small, 
controlled numbers, and 
80% of people affected 
are under 45 locally 

IVÁN GELIBTER / NURIA 
TRIGUERO / SUR

 

MALAGA.  On Thursday this week,  
and for the first time in a few 
months, Malaga province, includ-
ing the Costa del Sol, recorded 
100 new positive Covid-19 cases 
in the previous  24 hours. This 
was a 20 per cent increase on 
Wednesday when 80 positive PCR 
tests were recorded. 

It was a similar situation in the 
whole Andalucía region, where 
regional Health ministry data 
showed 422 new cases on Thurs-
day, the biggest increase since 5 
April. 

Andalucía had 38 positive cases 
per 100,000 people active through 
PCR test on Thursday, well below 
the national average of 96.8. 

The province of Almeria is in 
the worst position in the region. 
This area recorded one more 
death and 128 positive cases  in 
the previous 24 hours on Thurs-
day this week.   

Just over half of new outbreaks 
regionally are being reported in 
family gatherings, with few cases 
each, although officials urged peo-
ple to try to meet family outdoors, 
not share cutlery or plates, keep 
groups small and wear masks 
when not eating. 

There were five new outbreaks 
in Malaga province on Thursday 
linked to bars and clubs, said of-
ficials. 

First local death in a month 
Also on Thursday, for the first 
time since 9 July, Malaga prov-
ince recorded one death due to 
the virus, bringing the total since 
the start of the pandemic to 290 
locally. There were five new hos-
pital admissions announced on 
Thursday in the province.   

The majority of local outbreaks 
in Malaga province are still be-

ing recorded in the resorts of the 
western Costa del Sol. 

Hospitalisations still low 
While recorded cases locally are 
creeping higher, experts  were 
pointing out that the number of 
hospitalisations is not as yet in-
creasing much, due to lower av-
erage age of the patients diag-
nosed in recent weeks, compared 
with the first phase of the pan-
demic in the spring. 

According to figures published 
by the regional health authorities 
(up to Friday 7 August), of 539 
people who returned positive PCR 

lab tests in the previous 14 days, 
the largest age group was 30 to 44 
(202 cases, 37.5% of the total). 

The next group in size was 
formed by 15 to 29-year-olds (198 
cases, 36% of the total) and 25 
children up to 14 were also diag-
nosed. This shows that nearly 80% 
of the new cases of contagion are 
under the age of 45. 

In the over-65 age group, 26 
people tested positive in the two 
weeks up to Friday 7 August.

Malaga has 100 new 
daily cases and most 
are young people 

This Malaga laboratory is capable of processing 2,400 daily tests .  SUR

ÁNGEL ESCALERA
 

MALAGA. The proactive detec-
tion of SARS-CoV-2 through 
testing is playing a key part 
in slowing contagion. In-
creased local testing is also 
helping identify more pa-
tients, including those with 
no symptoms that previously 
went undetected. The most 
reliable test is known as the 
PCR.   

The microbiology units of 
the public hospitals in Malaga 
province are currently carry-
ing out over 2,000 tests of this 
type a day, according to SUR 
investigations, although the 
regional health department 
doesn’t give data on a provin-
cial level. This number has 
been increasing since the 
pandemic started. 

The Hospital Regional in 
Malaga has a lab capable of 
processing  2,400 PCR tests 
and software there can help 
plot local outbreaks using ge-
olocalisation data. The first 
real test of this automated op-
eration came after the out-
break at the Red Cross shel-
ter in Malaga city in June. The 
hospital is already consider-
ing increasing its capacity if 
the number of reported cases 
grows.   

The robotic equipment is 
called Opentrons Covid-19, 
and was donated by CovidRo-
bots. It includes eight auto-
mated machines carrying out 
different stages of the analy-
sis.  

Currently the Hospital Re-
gional is doing some 1,000 
PCR a day, including samples 
sent in from outlying, area 
hospitals in Antequera, Ronda 
and Vélez-Málaga as well as 
local health centres in Malaga 
province. However, the three 
area hospitals mentioned also 
can carry out their own analy-
sis of PCR in an emergency.   

Malaga city’s other main 
hospital, Clínico Virgen de la 
Victoria, is carrying out 
around 500 analyses a day on 
its equipment and there is 
also analysis under way at 
Marbella’s Hospital Costa del 
Sol. 

 The PCR is a diagnostic  test 
that can detect a fragment of 
genetic material from a patho-
gen. The process to carry it 
out correctly is relatively com-
plex and needs specially 
trained staff to analyse it.   

In total, some 2,000 PCR 
tests were being carried out 
daily this week in Malaga 
province’s heath service  
facilities. 

Local health 
service carries out 
nearly 2,000 lab 
tests a day for 
Covid-19 

The Junta de Andalucía 
has asked for evidence 
that smoking increases 
risk of contagion before 
making any decision on 
new measures  

SUR
 

SEVILLE.  The Junta de Andalucía 
regional government slightly 
tightened its Covid-19 health 
and safety measures this Thurs-
day but stopped short of ban-
ning  smoking on bar terraces, 
as other regions are discussing. 

The decision came after the 
Junta’s latest fortnightly strate-
gic pandemic meeting, held on 
Thursday (13 August).  

The two main new measures 
announced were a toughening 
of rules for seniors’ residences, 
after a rise in cases, and on 
crowd capacity at bullfights, fol-
lowing complaints over images 
of a crowd at a fight in Cadiz 
province.  

Included in the new measures 
for residences are the suspen-
sion of visits, holidays, excurs-
sions and other exits in centres 
where a case is detected within 

28 days of the last one, whether 
suspected or real.    

As the summer bullfight sea-
son progresses at some venues,  
the Junta de Andalucía has 
forced organisers to keep one 
and a half metres between at-
tendees and hold the event ca-
pacity at 50 per cent.  

The regional Health minister, 
Jesus Aguirre, said over the risks 
of smoking close to somebody, 
“We’ve asked our Smoking Pre-
vention Plan experts to prepare 
a study to see if there is scien-
tific evidence.” 

 The Junta de Andalucía said 
this week that the coronavirus 
pandemic in the region was “un-
der control”. Officials under-
stand, however, that “it’s neces-
sary to keep taking measures” 
to keep it that way, and called 
for “responsibility” among 
young people. 

“Seventy per cent of admis-
sions [to hospital] in Andalucía 
are people between the ages of 
20 and 51,” said Andalusian gov-
ernment spokesperson and re-
gional cabinet minister Elías 
Bendodo in an interview given 
to Onda Cero radio on Tuesday 
morning.

Regional rules tighten 
for care homes and bulls

i   Page 16  : Spain has worst Covid-
199 case figures in Europe again.
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MALAGA. Together, Spain’s airports 
lost around seven million passen-
gers in the month of July, com-
pared with the same month last 
year, according to the latest fig-

ures released by Spanish operator 
Aena. 

The year-on-year difference is 
greater in tourist destinations 
such as the Costa de Sol, with 
Malaga Airport counting 575,724 
passengers in July, 74.2% down 
on the same month in 2019.  

The Costa del Sol did manage 
to keep its place as the fourth busi-
est airport in Spain last month, 
however, behind Mallorca, Madrid 
and Barcelona and ahead of rival 
destinations such as Ibiza, Ali-

cante and Gran Canaria.  
Looking at the first seven 

months of 2020 as a whole, Malaga 
Airport has lost more than eight 
million passengers, compared 
with the first seven months of 
2019.  

The scenario could not be more 
different from this time last year, 
when the tourism sector was cele-
brating an increase of almost four 
per cent in the number passen-
gers using Malaga’s airport in July, 
as many as 2.2 million.

Malaga Airport has lost more than eight 
milllion passengers up to July this year

A report reveals that 
between 6% and 10% 
of holiday lets are 
moving from tourism 
to the residential 
market due to Covid-19 

MALAGA. The pandemic has burst 
the holiday rental bubble that had 
been forming at great speed be-
fore the crisis. A report published 
by the Andalusian association of 
tourist accommodation (AVVA) 
states that as many as 4,000 prop-
erties registered as tourist accom-
modation in the province of Malaga 
will move into long-term rentals 
due to the current tourism crisis.  

The study states that between 
six and ten per cent of owners are 
looking for tenants outside the tour-
ism industry.  

One owner, who only wished to 
be identified as Jaime, said he 
would wait until after the summer, 
although the quarantine imposed 
by the UK on travellers from Spain 
has blown his plans to recover 
some lost income during the peak 
summer season.  

“Bookings were relatively good 

for August, all things considered, 
but since the UK’s decision [to im-
pose quarantine] all I’m getting are 
cancellations,” he said.  

He warned, however, that now 
is not the best time to be looking 
for long-term tenants either. 

“We’ve all helped to increase the 
supply of flats for rent and so prices 
are falling, at a time when there is 
a downward trend in any case due 
to the financial situation that the 
majority of families are going 
through,” he said.  

The president of AVVA, Carlos 
Pérez-Lanzac, said that along with 

the owners who have already de-
cided to move to the residential 
market, there is another large 
group who have opted to leave their 
properties empty for a year in the 
hope that the recovery of the tour-
ism industry will be fast. 

“People have also chosen this 
alternative for fear of the Urban 
Rentals Law, which establishes a 
contract period of five years; they 
are also afraid of being in a situa-
tion of tenants not paying and the 
long legal process for eviction,” he 
explained.  

He added that sources from the 
real estate industry had said that 
rental default had increase by 
350% in the traditional market.  

For those choosing to stick to 
holiday rentals, the scenario is not 
good. Hopes placed on the sum-
mer have been shattered, with last-
minute cancellations increasing. 
And that is without the usual com-
petition from holiday homes owned 
by foreigners, many of whom have 
decided to spend the summer in 
their own properties due to the 

health crisis, rather than renting 
them out and travelling elsewhere.  

Pérez-Lanzac said that occu-
pancy of holiday lets in July was 
36%, bearing in mind that only 
around 70% of registered proper-
ties were operational. Last year, 
with 100% of properties on the 
market, occupancy rates were be-
tween 79% and 82%. 

Forecasts for August say that 
among the properties still up for 
holiday rental, occupancy will be 
between 40% and 45% 

Offering flexibility in the current 
situation has turned into a double-
edged sword for property owners. 

They need to encourage tourists 
to make bookings, but this also al-
lows them to cancel up to 48 hours 
before their arrival date at no cost. 

“This volatility complicates 
our work a great deal. There’s no 
margin for reaction,” said Pérez-
Lanzac. 

With few bookings, panicking 
owners have started to drop their 
prices. This summer it is up to 30% 
cheaper to rent a holiday home on 
the Costa del Sol than last year. 

This figure could be even higher 
for longer holiday rentals. 

“We have to encourage people  
not to panic because we are now 
in August and there’s still the last 
part of the year to come,” said the 
AVVA president. 

It is this scenario that is push-
ing owners to turn to the long-term 
residential rentals sector. AVVA 
has said that key real estate sources 
such as Idealista or Pisos.com re-
port that Malaga province has gone 
from having 700 flats available for 
long-term rent to 2,000 due to the 
tourism crisis. 

The pandemic has also signifi-
cantly changed the profile of the 
average holiday rental customer 
on the Costa del Sol. The majority 
are now Spanish tourists, who book 
at the last minute.  

In terms of international visi-
tors, Pérez-Lanzac described a new 
trend of groups of friends or rela-
tives from outside Spain making 
bookings just three days in ad-
vance, when this type of rental 
would normally be decided six 
months ahead. 

There is also a larger number of 
reservations being made by pro-
fessionals who come to the area 
for a couple of weeks for work rea-
sons, something unheard-of in the 
month of August. “This gives us 
hope that this type of client will in-
crease from September and help 
soften the damage caused in the 
summer,” said the AVVA president.

Owners of thousands of holiday apartments 
search for long-term tenants as tourism crashes

PILAR MARTÍNEZ 
 

In July the Costa del Sol 
was the fourth busiest 
airport in Spain, but with 
74% fewer passengers

40,000 
tourist properties are regis-
tered in the province of 
Malaga, half of the total official 
count in Andalucía as a whole.

THE FIGURE

The average tourist renting a holiday property on the Costa del Sol is now Spanish.  ÑITO SALAS
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The Pepos Andalucía 
association offers dogs 
for protection as well as 
legal and psychological 
advice for victims of 
domestic violence  

ANDREA JIMÉNEZ
 

“I am a new woman, this has hel-
ped me a lot,” explains Sara (not 
her real name), one of the clients 
of Pepos Andalucía, an associa-
tion created in Alhaurín de la To-
rre to help victims of domestic 
violence through protective dogs, 
legal and psychological advice. 
At the moment the association 
has nine clients who live with 
their new tenant. “This dog is 
my life, with it I feel much cal-
mer and safer,” said Inés (not her 

real name). “We need more ins-
titutional support, we stretch our 
budget as far as possible and 
have trained dogs waiting to go to 
new homes,” explained Sebas-
tián Rayo, trainer and founder 
of the association. 

Some of the clients, who come 
from different areas of the pro-

vince, have been attending for 
two years, others have started re-
cently, encouraged by other com-
panions.   

The women are keen and de-
termined to help others. “We want 
the association to become better 
known in order to help other wo-
men. It is not easy to report [vio-

lence], because that’s where the 
real struggle begins, but we have 
to do it,” they said.  

Besides face-to-face training 
sessions, all of the women are in 
contact with Rayo through 
Whatsapp, in a group called Spar-
tans. “We support each other and 
we can tell each other how we feel,” 

they explained. 
Pepos Andalucía currently has 

four psychologists, a social wor-
ker and coach, a protection ex-
pert and four trainers. In order 
to place a protection dog with a 
client, the team carries out a pre-
liminary study with the psycholo-
gist to see if a dog will fit into the 
family environment and the 
home. After this, the dog is pro-
vided with all the necessary 
equipment: special muzzle, har-
ness... as well as a microchip and 
vaccinations.  

There are training exercises 
during the week, in addition, the 
entire team meets on Saturday 
for more defensive training, whe-
re trainers use harsher words 
and gestures to generate a reac-
tion in the dogs. “We try to re-
create a risk situation for them, 
so they don’t get stuck if the time 
comes,” says one of the trainers. 
The association is currently loo-
king for institutional support in 
order to welcome more clients 
and make itself known further 
afield. One of its next steps will 
be to create a website. 

The clients of Pepos Andalucía, with their protection dogs.  A. JIMÉNEZ

A loyal guardian for a new life 

The metropolitan plant, 
the plans for which are 
on public display and that 
has not yet been put out 
to tender, will take three 
years to build and put 
into operation 

MALAGA. The time when sewage 
is no longer released into the 
Guadalhorce river is getting 
closer, but it is still going to take 

at least three years before the 
biggest river in the province no 
longer receives waste from Al-
haurín el Grande and Cártama. 
Once Coín is connected to the 
Bajo Guadalhorce treatment 
plant (which currently serves 
Álora and Pizarra) in the 
autumn, these will be the only 
two municipalities in the area 
with no sewage facilities.  

This problem will be over-
come by the metropolitan treat-
ment plant which is being con-
structed by the Junta de Anda-
lucía. As well as treating the sew-
age from these two towns, this 
will also ease pressure on the 
one on the Guadalhorce indus-

trial estate, as it will serve Al-
haurín de la Torre and the 
Malaga districts of Santa Rosalía, 
Maqueda, Santa Águeda, Cas-
tañetas and Campanillas, as well 
as future development to the 
north and west of the city.    
     The project, which will cost 
about 130.2 million euros, is be-
ing financed through the extra 
charge which has been applied 
to consumers’ water bills since 
May 2011. It is expected to take 

three years to build and set into 
operation, but could be shorter 
depending on the conditions  
of the contract. Even so, the most 
optimistic scenario would be  
for it to begin functioning in 
2023.  

The plans will remain on pub-
lic display until 9 September, 
and then the project will be put 
to tender. The contract is ex-
pected to be awarded by the end 
of this year. 

Details 

The sewage plant, which will be 
called Málaga Norte, is to be built 
on a site north of the airport and 
will be able to treat 70,000 cubic 
metres of waste a day (the equiva-
lent to a population of 280,000 ). 
It will also incorporate a tertiary 
system so recycled water can be 
used to irrigate green zones or 
agricultural plantations.   

The plans also include 7.3 kilo-
metres of pipes between the new 
plant and the one on the Guadal-
horce industrial estate. The plant 
will be built in an elevated loca-
tion (18 metres above sea level) 
to ensure it is not affected by pos-
sible flooding from the Guadal-
horce river.  

Although the Junta de Anda-
lucía will be financing the works, 
it will be the councils affected 
(Malaga, Torremolinos, Alhaurín 
de la Torre, Cártama and Alhaurín 
el Grande) who will pay for it to 
be set into operation and its main-
tenance, either by forming an or-
ganisation for this purpose or, as 
Malaga council has suggested, 
this could be carried out by the 
municipal water company Emasa 
and each municipality would pay 
an extra charge for the service.

Sewage will not stop 
being released into 
the Guadalhorce 
river until 2023

Sewage released into the river at Cártama-Estación.  ÑITO SALAS

FRANCISCO 
JIMÉNEZ 
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The workmates were on 
the way to a bar where a 
customer was trying to 
leave without paying 
when a local called over to 
them for help  

FERNANDO TORRES /            
JUAN CANO

 

MALAGA. They were driving along 
the road parallel to the seafront 
in the Pedregalejo district of 
Malaga close to 2am last Monday 
when they were called out to a 
bar where a customer was trying 
to leave without paying. But as 
they passed by an outside terrace 
a man beckoned them by chance 
for a totally different reason.   

Rubén Segura and Óliver 
Gómez  are specialist officers 
with the National Police who this 
week were covering for col-
leagues on the beat.  

“The man who stopped us said 
that a woman had come out of a 
house with a baby in her arms 
asking for help,” they told SUR 
outside their HQ in Malaga.  

“We saw a baby a little over a 
month old completely still, and not 
responding,” explained Rubén.  
“The mother said that the baby 
hadn’t been breathing for a while, 
and it was turning purple.” 

Their combined total experi-
ence of over 30 years immediately 
came into play. “The situation was 
critical; four or five minutes can 
make all the difference with a 
baby,” said Rubén. Óliver had taken 
over from the father and was giv-
ing the child a cardiac massage 
while Rubén checked an ambu-
lance was on its way. The baby 
soon started to breath again.    

“The parents started to thank 
us, they wanted to hug us.” 

The officers went back to their 
regular patrol and a busy night.   

Rubén Segura and Óliver Gómez outside police HQ in Malaga.  ÑITO SALAS

Two National Police officers 
revive a month-old baby: 
“There was no time to hesitate”  

MALAGA 

Robbers use a canoe to 
try to steal from ship  

F. TORRES / J. CANO.   Seven peo-
ple were surprised on Sunday 
afternoon trying to steal from 
a boat in Malaga’s port that has 
been docked there on court or-
ders since 2015. Port police 
found the robbers after they 
had apparently reached the ves-
sel with the aid of a canoe and 
a surf board from nearby San 
Andrés beach in the Huelin dis-
trict of the city. A chase back 
onto the beach followed with 
some members of the gang 
swimming back to the sand. 

112 REPORTS

The boat in port on Sunday.  SUR

MARBELLA 

Police seize 596 fake 
items at Banús market  

C. MÁRQUEZ.  Local Police in 
Marbella have seized 596 items 
of fake branded goods from the 
famous Saturday market by 
Puerto Banús.  The majority of 
the items were handbags show-
ing the Louis Vuitton and 
Goyard labels, although other 
luxury names are among the 
find. The items were confis-
cated in routine operations. Six 
people from four stalls are un-
der investigation. Officers re-
minded the public that it could 
be an offence to buy fake goods. 

MIJAS 

Customer ploughs her 
car into garden centre  

A. JIMÉNEZ.  A customer at the 
La Vega garden centre, on the 
Coín road in Las Lagunas, had 
tried to leave without paying 
moments before mistakenly 
driving her car into the prem-
ises last week, according to on-
lookers and shop workers. 

Witnesses said the woman 
had visited the centre before 
and was known for offending 
staff and shoppers. When po-
lice arrived she continued in a 
distressed state but relaxed by 
the time an ambulance came.

After the huge explosion 
in Beirut’s port last 
week, members of       
the GERCCMA charity, 
including Malaga 
firefighters, flew out      
to help 

SUR
 

MALAGA. A group of local fire-
fighters and rescue workers 
from Andalucía returned to 
Malaga Airport on Monday after 
flying out to Beirut to help find 
survivors after the huge explo-
sion there last week.  The mem-

bers of  the specialist sniffer-
dog rescue charity, GERCCMA, 
and of the CPB Malaga provin-
cial fire brigade had offered their 
services to the Lebanese authori-
ties for the crucial hours after  
a disaster that are still available 
to reach anybody trapped in  
rubble.  

 
One of the group, Jair Pereira, 

said on social media that the 
men had returned “having given 
everything”. 

After delays getting to work 
while paperwork was sorted out 
to allow them to enter Lebanon,  
the men from Malaga, Seville 
and Granada provinces helped 
the international rescue opera-
tion until last Sunday.   

Pereira was grateful for the 
support the volunteers had re-
ceived on the ground from local 
residents in Beirut but regret-
ted that nobody had been found 
alive by the Spanish team. “Too 
much energy in the explosion,” 
he explained.  

He added that the Lebanese  
navy had moved them to a mili-
tary base last Saturday for their 
safety as anti-government dem-
onstrations grew in the country.  
After meeting with the Spanish 
embassy and other international 
groups, they decided to fly back 
the next day. 

Some 200 people are reported 
to have died in the blasts caused 
by stored explosive material in 
Beirut port last week.    

Dog rescue charity 
The GERCCMA charity was 
founded in 2010. It brings to-
gether volunteer specialist han-
dlers of dogs experienced in the  
Arcon method of canine train-
ing in order to find people 
trapped in rubble, missing per-
sons or hidden explosives.  

The group’s members have 
been involved in  other humani-
tarian missions to disaster  
zones around the world. 
www.facebook.com/GERCCMA. 

Sniffer dog rescuers return from 
volunteer mission to Lebanon 

The expert dog handlers, pictured at Malaga Airport, helped to look for survivors in Beirut .  ÑITO SALAS
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VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Ambassador role for 
popular  Vélez guitarist   

J. R.  Vélez-Málaga guitarist Rubén 
Portillo, who is popular among 
Spanish and foreign  flamenco 
aficionados in the town, has been 
nominated by Almáchar town 
hall to act as an ambassador for 
flamenco in the Axarquía. The 
proposal will go to all the town 
halls across the area to vote on. 
Almáchar town hall said it was 
in recognition of Portillo’s na-
tional and international work to 
promote the Axarquía.

AXARQUÍA 

Passion fruit set to be the 
next big subtropical  crop 

A. P.  Passion fruit is the latest 
subtropical fruit to be taking off 
in the Axarquía, with a fourfold 
increase in the crop since 2018. 
According to the company BioAl-
garrobo, which started testing 
the fruit’s viability in Spain two 
years ago with a Colombian va-
riety, there is a lot of demand in 
Europe. The company started 
with 4,000 square metres of pas-
sion fruit plants in 2018 and now 
has 15,000 square metres.

HERE AND THERE

TORROX 

Environmentalists say 
beachgoers are 
damaging dunes  

E. C.   An area of sand dunes 
known as La Carraca in El Mor-
che, Torrox, is under threat due 
to the large numbers of people 
crossing them to get to the beach, 
an environmentalist organisa-
tion reported last week. 

GENA-Ecologistas en Acción 
has said that the construction of 
several apartment blocks nearby, 
as well as the creation of the 
Senda Litoral coastal walkway, 
has increased numbers of visi-

tors to the beach. Both the pro-
vincial government and the town 
hall have taken measures to pre-
vent people from walking across 
the dunes, including cordoning 
off the area and putting up signs, 
but the organisation says extra 
police presence is needed and 
more notices informing of fines 
that could be issued. 

Torrox town hall has called 
for more support from the gen-
eral public to help conserve this 
delicate area. 

La Carraca is one of the three 
remaining dune systems on the 
Malaga coastline, along with Ar-
tola in Marbella and Torre de 
Benagalbón.

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Fishing fleet to stay in 
port in support of calls to 
rescue colleague’s body 

E. CABEZAS.  The fishing fleet 
based at La Caleta port in Vélez-
Málaga has said it will not go out 
to sea today, Friday, as a sign of 
support for the family of missing 
fisherman Mohamed El Mai-
mouni. Protests were held last 
weekend to call for the govern-
ment to use a ROV Comanche res-
cue robot to retrieve the body of 
El Maimoni, 54, missing since  
the trawler he worked on sank 
on 8 July. His three fellow crew 
members survived. 

El Maimouni’s body is expected 
to be with the wrecked trawler at 
a depth of 1,500 metres around 
14 miles from Alboran Island, 
some 50 miles from the coast. 

The head of the local fisher-
men’s organisation, María del 
Carmen Navas, said that the Min-
istry of Public Works told them 
that it would be “technically im-
possible” to reach the wreckage 
due to the rugged seabed terrain. 
Navas is calling for a more de-
tailed explanation. 

“We just need to know whether 
our father’s body is in the boat,” 
said his eldest son.

Protesters at La Caleta port.  E. C.

The family that owns the 
Casa de las Titas tourist 
apartments says that, 
apart from during 
summer, most guests are 
from the UK and Germany 

EUGENIO CABEZAS
 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. The owners of La 
Casa de las Titas apartments in 
Vélez-Málaga have applied for a 
licence to extend the existing build-
ing to incorporate two further 
properties. 

La Casa de las Titas first opened 
in 2008 with eight holiday apart-
ments and in 2010 the family-
owned company acquired two 
more buildings, including the 
neighbouring nineteenth-century 
Casa Pastor, which is located on 
the corner of Plaza del Carmen in 
the town’s historic centre. This 
listed property has features of ar-
tistic value such as  wall paintings 
and wrought-iron fittings. 

The family is now waiting for the 
licence to carry out the renovation 
and extension project whose plans 
were drawn up by the architect be-
hind Vélez-Málaga’s historical cen-

tre protection and reform plan (PE-
PRI), Salvador García. 

With a planned investment of 
one million euros, the scheme 
will include the creation of 10 
new apartments as well as a func-
tion room, incorporating the two 
neighbouring nineteenth-cen-
tury buildings. 

The family claimed that the cur-
rent Casa del las Titas can’t meet 
visitor demand at popular times 

of the year or cater for large groups.  
They added that while in sum-

mer most guests are Spanish, at 
all other times of year bookings 
mainly come from foreigners 
and in particular German and 
UK visitors. 

The company also runs drama-
tised evening tours of Vélez-Málaga 
in which actors dress up as his-
torical characters to explain the 
town’s story.

Historic Vélez building included 
in holiday flats expansion plan

The old Casa Pastor is included in the accommodation project.  E. CABEZAS

La Carraca dunes are on Cenicero beach in El Morche.  SUR
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MALAGA 

Police break up party 
on industrial estate  

E.P.  Local Police officers in 
Malaga stepped in on Tuesday 
night to break up a party where 
Covid-19 health and safety regu-
lations were not being observed. 

On a routine patrol at around 
4am on the El Viso industrial 
estate, officers noticed a large 
group of people in the street, 
drinking alcohol and not ob-
serving social distancing or 
wearing masks. 

When they saw the patrol car, 
the partygoers ran into a nearby 
premises and locked the door, 
refusing to let officers in.  

Four more Local Police pa-
trols were called in. They found 
around 60 people inside where 
a DJ was performing.  

Organisers admitted that they 
had rented the industrial unit 
and charged for admission. 
Drugs were also found on the 
premises.

IN BRIEF

BENALMÁDENA 

IVÁN GELIBTER.  The Boa nightclub 
(formerly Kiu) was closed down 
by Benalmádena town hall last 
week for at least two weeks for 

failing to comply with Covid-19 
health and safety regulations. 

The events that led to the deci-
sion to close the popular club in 
Plaza Solymar (often known as 
24-Hour Square) took place on 25 

July. According to the official re-
port, at 1.45am staff at the club 
were reminded of the Covid-19 
regulations and Local Police offi-
cers even inspected the premises, 
although there were few custom-
ers inside. 

At around 5.40am, however, the 
premises were inspected again. 
The official report states that offi-
cers found that the accessible 
space had been reduced as rooms 
had been closed off, causing all 
the customers to congregate in 
one part of the club, where there 
was a DJ act with dancers and 
smoke machines. 

Investigators said that this could 
constitute a “public health of-
fence”; the premises were evacu-
ated and the case put in the hands 
of a Torremolinos court. 

The court was told that Boa had 
reserved an area for a dance floor, 
or similar, which was being used 
by “numerous customers”. Fur-
thermore, said the report, the 
management had not taken the 
“appropriate measures” to ensure 
safe interpersonal distance nor 
asked customers to wear masks.

Boa club in Benalmádena 
closed down for failing to 
comply with Covid-19 rules

Boa is one of the biggest nightclubs on the Costa del Sol.  ÑITO SALAS

ARENAS 

Controversy over 
village drinking 

E. CABEZAS.  The mayor of the 
tiny Axarquía village of Arenas 
has been accused by the op-
position of taking a “lax” atti-
tude towards health and safety 
regulations to curb Covid-19.  

The criticism came after late 
on Saturday night around 30 
young people were found 
drinking in the municipal foot-
ball ground which they had ac-
cessed without permission. 

The mayor said that he had 
learned of the event the next 
morning as he had been 
around the village until 
12.30am and seen nothing un-
toward. He said that this was 
an isolated incident and sur-
veillance would be stepped up. 
Arenas does not have its own 
Local Police force.
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Father Louis is seen as a 
symbol of renewal and 
hope for St George’s 
Church and the  
English-speaking 
community of Malaga 

TONY BRYANT 

MALAGA. Like all churches 
throughout Spain, St George’s 
Church in Malaga is beginning to 
emerge from lockdown and is 
welcoming back its congregation. 
The Anglican church has also re-
cently welcomed its new priest, 
Father Louis Darrant. The 43-
year-old priest was officially re-
ceived by the Archdeacon of Gi-
braltar, who said that his appoint-
ment was a “symbol of renewal 
and hope”, both for the church 
and for the English-speaking 
community of Malaga. 

Born in Plaistow, East London, 
Father Louis studied at the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen, a period he 
remembers with fondness. Fol-
lowing his training at the College 
of the Resurrection in Mirfield, 
West Yorkshire, he returned to 
London, where he was ordained 
at Southwark Cathedral. He 
served his curacy at St John the 
Divine, Kennington, before mov-
ing to Essex to serve as rector of 
St Mary’s Church in Maldon.  

The new chaplain is no 
stranger to Spain, as prior to ar-
riving in Malaga, he served as 
priest in the town of Vinarós, on 
the Costa Azahar.  

Now enjoying the delights that 
Malaga has to offer, the spirited 
cleric is learning Spanish and is 
immensely attracted by Spain’s 
rich cultural and artistic heritage. 

Father Louis took time out from 
his busy schedule to talk to SUR 
in English about how “delighted” 
he is to have been appointed to 
serve as chaplain of St George’s 
Church. 
Can I call you Louis? 
Absolutely: I always say call me 

what you feel most comfortable 
with. The title (father) is about re-
membering the role I have for the 
community that I serve. 
Did you have a strict religious 
upbringing? 
No, people find the faith in all 
sorts of ways. My parents are 
hugely important to me and have 
influenced the kind of priest I am 
without being church people 
themselves. My parents actually 
realised I would become a priest 
before I did.  
When did you first realise that 
you wanted to become a priest? 
I worked as a labourer for my fa-
ther and I was the worst labourer 
ever. I just wanted to hang around 
and chat to people. It’s always 
been that way, I have always chat-

ted to people about their prob-
lems. I would mix with people 
from all walks of life and I found 
them so interesting. It was this 
that taught me not to judge peo-
ple, and I soon realised that I 
would make a much better priest 
than a labourer. 
What appeals to you about work-
ing with the English-speaking 
community of Malaga and the 
Costa del Sol?  
My parents lived on the Costa del 
Sol, so I feel very at home in this 
part of Spain. I look forward to 
exploring the life of the city and 
beyond. My desire is to help the 
church grow as a place of prayer, 
hospitality and service for all peo-
ple in the city and the surround-
ing region. 

How are you settling in? 
I can’t tell you how happy I am to 
come to Malaga: it’s a dream job. 
I love St George’s. I am really en-
joying getting to know them, they 
have been some welcoming. 
What difference do you hope to 
make at St George’s? 
I think there are tremendous pos-
sibilities for developing St 
George’s so it can make a really 
positive contribution to the local 
community. Not just the English-
speaking community, but further 
afield, because I feel we can be 
ambassadors. 
Will you be making any changes? 
The best changes are made as 
part of a team, but I think the re-
ality is that there has been enough 
change already in getting people 

back into the church after the 
lockdown. Any other changes 
would be done by working as a 
team. That is how you build trust, 
energy and goodwill.  
Has St George’s adapted to the 
‘new normal’? 
Yes, absolutely. All of us are now 
getting used to wearing a mask 
in church and observing the 
proper protocols to keep every-
one safe and healthy. One of the 
first things I did was to develop 
our online presence.  A number 
of people have reconnected with 
the church because of our online 
services, which we have been 
broadcasting live on YouTube. 
Do you intend to have relation-
ships with other local Spanish 
churches? 
A big part of my life in Spain is to 
be an ambassador of the Church 
of England, as well as, in an un-
official sense, for my country. I 
feel there is much we can do to 
deepen the friendship between 
the C of E and the Catholic 
Church. 
Do you think the church has 
adapted to the 21st century? 
Well, it’s still here and that’s one 
of its great qualities, because you 
can turn to the church at any 
point in your life and know that 
you will be welcomed and sup-
ported. The C of E, like all com-
munities, is working out how to 
change with the times, and how 
to best support people in what-
ever situation they find them-
selves in.  
Do you support same sex mar-
riage? 
Absolutely, without a shadow of 
a doubt. LGBT people are very 
welcome at St George’s. As things 
stand, I am not permitted to 
marry a same sex couple, but 
there are many other ways in 
which I can support and help the 
couple understand God’s bless-
ing for their life together, which 
is the most important thing. 
You have been described as a ‘vi-
brant new priest’; is this how you 
see yourself? 
(Laughing as he replies) Vibrant, 
well if that means alive, then yes, 
very alive. I think it is important 
how you set the tone, because it’s 
about what kind of atmosphere 
you create as the priest. It is not 
about having all the answers or 
believing the right things. It’s 
about doing the best where you 
are planted.

 Father Louis Darrant   St George’s Church 

Father Louis Darrant wants to deepen the friendship between the Anglican and the Catholic Church.  SUR

“My desire is to help the church grow as a 
place of prayer, hospitality and service”
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A pregnant mother ar-
rived silently on Mon-
day night last week on 

the Los Boliches beach in Fuen-
girola. In the darkness she made 
a hole in the sand and laid 73 
eggs. She carefully covered them 
up and left. 

The mother was a loggerhead 
sea turtle. The future of her off-
spring was left at the mercy of 
the tides and the hundreds of 
people who go every day to the 
busy beach. There is no other 
record of a loggerhead turtle lay-
ing eggs on the Costa del Sol for 
the last 80 years. 

The news of this important, 
even extraordinary event, soon 
reached the Andalusian marine 
sustainable management cen-
tre (CEGMA), who arrived to take 
care of the eggs in collaboration 
with Fuengirola town hall, the 
Local Police and the emergency 
services. 

Immediately the experts re-
alised that the nest was too close 
to the shore, and that the eggs 
were in danger, and the decision 
was made to move them. After 
studying the ideal place for them 
they decided to set up a new in-
cubator in the sand on a Mar-
bella beach. 

Moving the eggs was complex, 

explained Eugenio Montes, en-
vironment advisor at the Junta 
de Andalucía and in charge of 
the operation. Of the 73 eggs, 12 
were taken to Bioparc Fuengi-
rola, given the park’s experience 
in reproducing reptiles, to guar-
antee the survival of part of the 
family if in the end the project 
on the Marbella beach doesn’t 
work 

“When they hatch we’ll know 
whether it’s been successful. If 
we’d left them on the beach in 
Fuengirola the chances of sur-
vival would be zero,“ said Mon-
tes, who expressed his gratitude 
for the understanding of Fuen-
girola town hall. 

The eggs were removed one 
by one, and their position was 

photographed before they were 
placed into a container to be 
moved. 

“These initial moments are 
critical for the development of 
the embryo,“ said the expert, 
who explained that each egg 
must be placed in the same po-
sition as it was when it was laid 
by the mother, to allow it to grow 
and so that the temperature and 
humidity levels remain the 
same. 

Members of the Civil Protec-
tion organisation in Marbella 
prepared the new site for the 
nest which has been cordoned 
off and protected from attacks 
by birds, rodents and the big-
gest danger of all, human be-
ings. The nest will be carefully 
monitored. 

Loggerhead turtles can be 
found in the Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean. This year there 
has been an increase in eggs be-
ing laid on the east Levante coast 

of Spain and the Balearic islands. 
The Junta experts had expected 
to find the odd nest on the 
Almeria coastline, but not on the 
Costa del Sol. 

One of the possible explana-
tions is the rising temperature 
of the Mediterranean Sea which 
is being more tropical.  

The second, according to 
Montes, is that the mother had 
been feeding off the Malaga 
coastline and decided that this 
would be a good place, due to 
the quality of the water. 

Incubation time for this kind 
of turtle eggs is 50 to 60 days. A 
committee of experts will decide 
what to do once they have 
hatched.  

The baby turtles born at Bio-
parc will be released into the 
sea. The experts will do all they 
can to ensure that the family will 
be reunited in the sea, but 
Mother Nature will have the fi-
nal say.

Loggerhead sea turtle. 64 eggs 
have been moved to Marbella 
after a female laid them on the 
sand in Los Boliches

An incubator 

in the sand  

on a Marbella 

beach

The area cordoned off on the beach where the turtle eggs are protected and monitored.  JOSELE

The temperature of the 
sand will determine the sex 
of the young. Females 
develop at higher 
temperatures

50-60 
is the time it will take for the 
eggs to hatch. The young tur-
tles born at Bioparc will be re-
leased in the sea. Their sib-
lings on the beach in Marbella 
will depend more on the natu-
ral conditions, although they 
will be monitored. 

73 
eggs were laid in total on the 
beach in Los Boliches 

12 
have been taken to Bioparc 
Fuengirola

CHARO MÁRQUEZ
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ESTEPONA 

CHARO MÁRQUEZ.  Residents in 
Estepona have formed a group 
to put pressure on the authori-
ties to open the new hospital in 
the town.  

Known as the PAIH (Plata-
forma para la Apertura Íntegra 
del Hospital de Estepona) the 
group has started a campaign 
to collect signatures on a peti-
tion  to call for the Junta de An-
dalucía to open the hospital as 

a matter of “urgency”. 
The group has stressed “the 

great health needs of the area, 
now more than ever, due to Co-
vid-19 and the new outbreaks”. 

The group has called for the 
support of the town halls in the 
areas that will be served by the 
new hospital, whose construc-
tion was completed last year.  

 PAIH plans to continue col-
lecting signatures in Benahavís, 
Casares, Estepona and Manilva.

Residents sign petition to 
call for new hospital to open

PAIH has been collecting signatures in the town.  SUR

ISTÁN 

An 800-year-old tree is 
on private property and 
some of its owners have 
turned down an 
agreement to protect it 

CHARO MÁRQUEZ
 

Plans are under way for the an-
cient chestnut tree known as the 
Castaño Santo in Istán to receive 
protected status as a Natural 
Monument of Andalucía. These 
have come up against an obsta-
cle, however, due to a disagree-

ment among the owners of the 
land on which it stands. 

The 800-year-old tree is on a 
site that belongs to several mem-
bers of the same family. They are 
divided into two sides: one that 
owns 66% and is in favour of the 
tree being declared a monument, 
and another, with 34%, that does 
not accept the offer the Junta de 
Andalucía has put on the table.   

The Junta has said that it will 
clear an adjoining site to make a 
car park for visitors. The local 
council will take on the mainte-
nance of the tree (it has recently 
been attacked by gall wasps), bury 
the roots that have surfaced and 

put up a fence to protect it. All the 
owners have to do is allow the 
authorities the use of the land, 
which will still be their property.  

The mayor of Istán, José Miguel 
Marín, pointed out that with this 
offer “everyone wins”.  

The tree is unique, not just be-
cause of its age. It measures more 
than 27 metres across the top and 
the circumference of the trunk is 
21 metres. 

Known as “holy”, visitors have 
often scattered their loved ones’ 
ashes at its base. Others have 
taken away handfuls of what they 
consider to be ‘holy’ earth. As a 
result, and due to the disagree-
ments with the owners the chest-
nut is in need of care and protec-
tion. The authorities are hopeful 
that the two sides of the family will 
reach an agreement soon.

The present poor condition of the Castaño Santo.  SUR

Istán’s ‘holy’ chestnut tree  
caught up in family dispute

Central Calle Málaga in Marbella re-
opened to traffic this week after ten 
months of works to renew underground 
pipes to prevent flooding. The new, im-
proved street is semi-pedestrianised.

Road reopens  
after ten 
months 

 JOSELE
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NEWS16 SPAIN

By midweek, the country 
had 95 active cases per 
100,000 people, 
compared to 24 in France, 
17 in the UK, 13 in 
Germany and 8 in Italy 

SUR
 

MADRID.  A month and a half on 
from controlling the first wave of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, Spain was 
back in “critical” condition again 
this week, with the worst conta-
gion data in western Europe. 

According to an independent 
recount by press agency AFP pub-
lished on Tuesday, Spain had an 
average of 4,923 cases a day over 
the previous seven days, more than 
all of France, the UK, Germany and 
Italy combined.  

In midweek, Spain had 95 ac-
tive cases per 100,000 people, com-
pared to 24 for France, 17 for the 
UK, 13 for Germany and 8 for  
Italy.  

In its fresh daily data published 
on Thursday afternoon this week, 
the Health ministry announced 
2,935 Covid-19 cases proven in the 
previous 24 hours, with the usual 

mismatch in total, cumulative 
numbers. Of these, nearly 3,000 
24-hour cases,  842 were in Ma-
drid, 545 in the Basque Country 
and 418 in Aragon. This was a con-
siderable increase on the daily fig-
ure of 1,690 on Wednesday.  

There is community transmis-
sion which “is not perfectly under 
control” in some areas, the Health 
ministry’s pandemic expert Fer-

nando Simón had recognised on 
Monday. 

The national government is de-
fending its work, saying that many 
more cases are detected as the 
number of tests go up.  It adds that 
over half of the new cases are as-
ymptomatic and that hospital ad-
missions and death rates have 
dropped considerably.  

A Madrid think tank claimed 

this week that Spain had had the 
worst cooperation with its private 
healthcare sector in Europe dur-
ing the pandemic. 

  It said that the decision early 
on in the pandemic to centralise 
control of all heath resources on 
the Madrid-based Health minis-
try meant local private centres 
weren’t able to respond efficiently 
and the sector has been harmed. 

SUR
 

SANTIAGO. The regional govern-
ment in Galicia, northwestern 
Spain, has banned smoking on 
the street and bar terraces 
where it isn’t possible to main-
tain a distance of two metres 
from others. The tough anti-Co-
vid rule comes as the number 
of cases in the region has been 
increasing and medical experts 
are calling for other regions to 
follow suit with the ban.  

The Galician move came 
into force on Thursday, after 
the government said a mask 
can only be removed in strictly 
limited conditions. The acting 
president of the region said 
that tobacco smoke was a con-
tributing factor to the trans-
mission of coronavirus, with  
a “ high risk of contamination 
and infection” in close contact 
with other people.  

Experts on respiratory con-
ditions say an infected smoker 
exhales significantly more in-
visible droplets than a person 
talking normally. 

Galicia region bans 
smoking on bar 
terraces and street 
when less than two 
metres from others 

Spain has worst figures in Europe again as 
crisis management comes under scrutiny 

In the spotlight again. The government’s pandemic expert, Fernando Simón at a press conference this week.  EP

Two high-profile 
investigations are under 
way into coalition partners 
Unidas Podemos, but this 
party claims it is all  
political conspiracy 

SUR
 

MADRID. Opposition parties are 
increasingly calling for the res-
ignation of second Deputy Prime 
Minister, Pablo Iglesias, as his 
party, Unidas Podemos (UP), be-
comes mired in legal disputes. 

Radical left-wing UP is the mi-
nority coalition partner with the 
PSOE Socialists and this week gov-
ernment spokesperson, María 
Jesús Montero, PSOE, defended 
the unity of the coalition, “This is 
a strong and cohesive govern-
ment,” she said. 

Two legal fronts against 
UP have emerged in recent 
weeks. Most recently, courts 
started investigating alleg-
edly opaque financial ac-
counts and overpayments. 
Three party directors are 
being formally investigated 

although the UP has officially com-
plained and says the investigat-
ing judge is acting in bad faith. 

According to UP, the case is a 
political persecution organised 
by right-wing Vox, “It’s more than 
clear there’s political interest be-
hind it, a no-confidence vote that 
needs its salad dressing,” said 
UP’s Rafa Mayoral, adding that the 
aim behind it was “to get Podemos 
out of government”.  

In addition to possible illegal 
financing, another judge is look-
ing into accusations surround-
ing the lost mobile phone of  a 
colleague of UP’s Iglesias. In a 
complex storyline with several 
twists, the phone was supposedly 
found, compromising content not 
returned, then returned, a mem-
ory card copy of its contents  
hidden and another copy de-

stroyed before it could reach 
investigators. 

The conservative PP  
party said this week that 
they thought Pablo Igle-

sia’s “time was up” and 
other parties called  
for  a statement to  
parliament.    

Pablo Iglesias faces 
opposition  calls to quit 
power over ‘scandals’ 

Pablo Iglesias 
recently
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SUR
 

PALMA. King Felipe and Queen 
Letizia began their traditional 
short holiday on Mallorca last 
weekend, accompanied by Prin-

cess Leonor and the Infanta Sofia. 
This year however, as well as days 
relaxing at Palacio Marivent, their 
official island residence, they are 
paying more visits than usual to 
different parts of the Balearics to 

highlight charity work on the is-
lands and the importance of tour-
ism for the local economy.  The 
King has also met with the Prime 
Minister and leading local politi-
cians during their stay.  

Royal family combine work with  
annual holiday on Balearics visit

King Felipe, Princess Leonor, Infanta Sofia and Queen Letizia in the Mallorcan village of Petra on Monday.  AFP

After initial speculation  
that the ex-monarch was 
in Portugal or Dominican 
Republic, evidence 
emerged he may have 
flown to or via Abu Dhabi  

SUR
 

MADRID. The location of Juan 
Carlos, King Emeritus and fa-
ther of Felipe VI, was still un-
known on Thursday evening, 
over ten days since it was first 
announced he was leaving Spain. 

PM Pedro Sánchez said that 
it was a private matter and it was 
down to the Royals or Juan Car-
los I to say where he now was. 

After news was released of 
Juan Carlos’s departure, in or-
der to distance the Crown from  
a financial scandal in his private 
life, speculation was rife last week 
as to where he may have gone.  

Despite first suggestions that 
he had gone from Galicia into 
Portugal or flown to the Domini-
can Republic, a new theory 
emerged last Friday. 

The ABC newspaper claimed 
that a private plane had taken the 

former monarch to Abu Dhabi 
via Malta and that Juan Carlos 
had stayed in a luxury hotel there 
owned by the rulers, with whom 
he is friendly. Online newspaper 
Nius published a photo of him 
supposedly leaving the plane in 
Abu Dhabi (UAE). Some said he 
was on his way to New Zealand. 

The UP party has kept up its 
pressure on PSOE coalition part-
ner Sánchez over the future of 
the monarchy.  UP minister Al-
berto Garzón said, “The point 
isn’t whether Juan Carlos is a good 
person, but how and, above all, 
why he was able to do what he 
did,” referring to allegations of 
multimillion-euro commissions.

PM says it is up to Juan 
Carlos I to reveal his  
own whereabouts 

Juan Carlos in UAE (maybe).  NIUS

SPAIN
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550,000 people whose 
rights ended during the 
crisis are affected, but 
unions have warned not to 
forget those 1.6m whose 
benefits stopped before 

EDURNE MARTÍNEZ
 

MADRID. People who have run out 
of entitlement to unemployment 
payments during the Covid-19 
economic crisis will get a special 
payout of 430 euros a month for 
three months, the government 
has said.  Ministers hope to reach 
agreement with unions and busi-
ness leaders so that 550,000 peo-
ple who are expected to find 
themselves in this situation 
shortly will be able to benefit.   

The 430.27 euros, which could 
start being paid out from Octo-
ber onwards, will apply to those 
who haven’t benefited from ERTE 
furloughing measures. The 
amount is based on 80 per cent 
of the IPREM level, the govern-
ment’s minimum wage indicator. 
The measure is expected to cost 
710 million euros. 

“During the pandemic, some 
of the people who were unem-
ployed used up their entitlement 
to payouts or support and haven’t 
been able to find work due to the 
emergency situation,”  said the 
Ministry of Work.  

Claimants won’t have to prove 
they are below a minimum in-
come level, as can happen with 
other subsidies of this type.  

The large UGT union has 
pointed out that those who were 
officially unemployed or had run 
out of rights to benefits during 
the crisis were at a disadvantage, 
compared to those that were on 
ERTEs, as the latter haven’t had 
to have paid a minimum amount 

into the system to benefit and 
largely haven’t had their pay-
ments taken from the pot of bene-
fits they are entitled to.  

A spokesperson also stressed 
that there are another estimated 
1.6 million people who had used 
up all their accumulated benefit 
rights before the crisis due to the 
length of time out of work, or never 
had any entitlement, and that these 
shouldn’t be forgotten either. 

Extra payout planned for when 
jobless benefits have run out 

A woman waits by a job centre in Madrid.  EFE

SUR
 

MARBELLA. Forbes magazine has 
named Tomás Olivo as the sev-
enth richest person in Spain. 
Marbella-based Olivo is owner 
of the company called General 
de Galerías Comerciales (GGC), 
which runs La Cañada shopping 
centre in the resort as well as 
several more across the coun-

try. Forbes describes Olivo as, 
“the king of Spanish shopping 
centres”.   

Olivo, who has also recently 
increased his stake in Malaga-
based Unicaja bank to around 5 
per cent, has a personal wealth 
of 2.1 billion euros according to 
Forbes. His company, GGC, had 
profits of 169 million euros in 
2019, according to accounts data 

submitted to Spanish markets. 
In 2018 it had 31 per cent more 
profit, at 245 million euros. 

Olivo’s company increased its 
property portfolio value in 2019 
by 285 million euros to 2.56 bil-
lion euros.  

Olivo, as well as being seventh 
richest person in Spain, is the 
wealthiest in Malaga province. 

The richest person in all Spain 
is Amancio Ortega, the founder 
of clothing giant Inditex, which 
includes Zara. His fortune is val-
ued by Forbes at 55 billion euros, 
making him also the tenth rich-
est person in the world. 

Owner of La Cañada mall is 
named seventh richest in Spain 

Bad for  

business

P odemos, the coalition 
government’s junior 
partner, is going 

through a rough patch. This 
week, a Madrid judge ordered 
several of its senior members 
to appear in court for question-
ing, in response to allegations 
of financial wrongdoings made 
by one of the leftist party’s for-
mer lawyers. Even if the accu-
sations turn out to be un-
founded, it’s still extremely 
bad publicity for a party that 
has risen to prominence with a 
tough stance on corruption. 
Accusations of shady financial 
activities damage the reputa-
tion of any prominent individ-
ual or organisation, but they’ll 
have an even greater impact on 
Podemos, which claims to be 
free of all the usual vices.     

The allegations have been 
made by José Calvente, who 
was Podemos’ data-protection 
lawyer until last December, 
when he was fired after one of 
the party’s female employees 
made sexual harassment alle-
gations against him. Those 
charges were dismissed by a 
judge last month, who ruled 
that there was no evidence of 
“any objectively intimidating, 
hostile or degrading situation” 
having taken place. One won-
ders whether Calvente’s accu-
sations of misconduct, centred 
around his “suspicions of un-
der-the-table payments” (as he 
told El País last December), are 
nothing more than a retalia-
tory strike against a former 
employer. 

But another explanation for 
Calvente’s finger-pointing has 
been offered by Podemos’ for-
mer compliance lawyer, 
Mónica Carmena. Carmena 
was also fired in December 
2019, and said afterwards that 
her and Calvente’s departures 

were linked to Podemos lead-
ers being aware of their inves-
tigations into the party’s fi-
nances, and of the “serious 
harm” they could cause its 
reputation. This suggests that 
Calvente’s and Carmena’s 
sackings were preemptive 
strikes, made with the inten-
tion of getting them out the 
door before they could rum-
mage around in the filing cabi-
nets any more.  

According to Podemos, 
Calvente’s allegations are an 
attempt to “create a trial by 
media that lasts for months, 
and that then legally comes to 
nothing”. It has a point: we 
shouldn’t presume that there’s 
anything in Calvente’s accusa-
tions, and should regard the 
party as innocent until proven 
guilty. We should, of course, try 
to do the same with Juan Car-
los - although his flight from 
Spain is hardly a convincing 
indication of innocence. Simi-
larly, firing lawyers just as 
they’re examining your party’s 
finances might seem more 
than coincidental; indeed, it 
could be taken as an indication 
that they’re onto something 
that you’d rather keep secret. 

Since its formation in 2014, 
Podemos has deliberately dis-
tanced itself from Spain’s venal 
Old Guard, as represented by 
the Popular Party and the So-
cialists. In order to credibly 
maintain that distance, it’s vital 
that no one within the ranks is 
found guilty of underhand ac-
tivities. In other words, Po-
demos’ squeaky-clean public 
image depends upon 
Calvente’s allegations being 
false - much as the Spanish 
monarchy’s future hinges on 
whether there’s any basis to 
the suspicions surrounding 
Juan Carlos. 

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

BUSINESS AND FINANCE
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The government insists it  
is preparing for all 
eventualities after the 
transition period, 
including no agreement 
between the UK and EU 

GIBRALTAR. Deputy chief minister 
Dr Joseph Garcia, who holds the 
Brexit portfolio for the Gibraltar 
government, has chaired a meet-
ing of the Brexit Strategic Group 
to discuss further the situation 
should the UK and EU fail to reach 
an agreement by the end of the 
transition period on 31 December.  

In a press release issued after 
the meeting, Dr Garcia stressed 
that this does not mean that the 
Gibraltar government is not ex-
pecting an agreement to be 
reached, but it has a duty to pre-
pare for different possible out-
comes. Indeed, he said, “the Gov-
ernment is confident that a good 

economic partnership can be 
agreed that will greatly benefit Gi-
braltar in the context of our invol-
untary departure from the EU and 
that such a partnership can pro-
duce an area of shared prosperity 
for the whole of the region around 
Gibraltar also”.  

One particularly interesting fact 
among the information from the 
meeting is that  work is ongoing 
regarding the possibility of an am-
bitious future relationship between 
Gibraltar and the European Un-

ion, including Spain. 
 The deputy CM said the first for-

mal round of discussionsbetween 
Gibraltar, the UK and Spain took 
place in Malaga on 9 June in a posi-
tive and constructive atmosphere, 
and chief minister Fabian Picardo 
subsequently met the Spanish For-
eign Minister Arancha Gonzalez 
Laya in Algeciras on 23 July dur-
ing her Brexit-related visit to the 
Campo area. 

Nothing about Brexit is certain, 
but in Gibraltar the work goes on.

Gibraltar hopes for ambitious 
EU relationship post-Brexit 

Work continues on the post-Brexit situation in Gibraltar.  SUR

IN BRIEF

CRIME 

Spain hands over 
robbery suspect 

D.B.  A Moroccan man who was 
subject to a European Arrest 
Warrant was handed over to the 
Royal Gibraltar Police by their 
Spanish counterparts at the land 
border on Monday. 

Hakim El Laghmich, aged 34, 
is suspected of conspiracy to 
commit robbery and is wanted 
in Gibraltar in connection with 
the Southease tobacco ware-
house robbery at New Harbours 
in June 2017, when a total of 1.5 
million euros in cash was sto-
len. This follows previous ar-
rests of three other individuals 
who were charged with conspir-

acy to commit robbery. The Gi-
braltar Supreme Court issued a 
EuropeanArrest Warrant in his 
name on 18 October 2018, and 
he was subsequently appre-
hended in Spain. 

. The suspect in Gibraltar. SUR

TRAVEL 

Gibraltar wins 
MedCruise award 

D.B.  Gibraltar has won an award 
for ‘the Western Mediterranean 
MedCruise port showing the 
greatest commitment during 
the pandemic’ from the Med-
Cruise Association, which is 
the second largest cruise mar-
ket in the world.  

The Minister for the Port, Gil-

bert Licudi, said in response 
that Gibraltar has worked hard 
to ensure that cruise vessels 
have been serviced safely and 
efficiently during these chal-
lenging times. 

Cruise ships without passen-
gers have continued to make 
technical calls into Gibraltar 
and these and crew changes 
have been carried out in a way 
that has protected both the lo-
cal population and crew mem-
bers alike.

DEBBIE  
BARTLETT
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Miserable urban 
planning 

With regard to SUR in Eng-
lish July 31st to August 6th - 
Marbella Fútbol Club and ur-
ban planning. 

I read the announcement 
with growing disgust. A new 
stadium with infrastructure 
may be nice to have - but 
there are much more urgent 
things to do. I always wonder 
why and how permissions are 
given for such opulent plans 
- there are enough other 
problems which were never 
covered. Think about the 
Hospital Costa del Sol which 
has not been continued for 
years.  

Finished in “36 months” - 
but without any starting date. 
I’ve known this board for 
nearly six years. Nothing hap-
pens, half-ready buildings 
are decaying and there was 
months ago a promise to re-
vive the concrete building for 
administrative purposes at 
the other side of the access 
road. Nothing happened. I 
know that these are different 
budgets and owners, but 
there should be at least one 
urban plan. Even the park-
ing space at the roundabout 
was not finished. But they are 
planning a new stadium! Is 
it pure craziness?  

Unfortunately, this is not 
all. Marbella, the pearl of An-

dalusian high-end tourism 
neither has a train station nor 
any hope to ever be con-
nected to the Cercanías sys-
tem. 

The bus system is a disas-
ter - the local buses might be 
ok but longer distances are a 
problem because of punctu-
ality and reliability. It was - 
painfully enough - forgotten 
to reserve land for any rails. 
However, look at Bangkok -
Thailand is not among the 
richest countries worldwide. 
They developed their city 
train system at the “second 
floor” - much more economic 
than digging tunnels. But at 
present, the whole train pro-
ject to Malaga is dead and the 
town of Estepona must do it 
with a local bus transport sys-
tem to the West of five buses 
a day. Tourists should come 
- but they all need a (rented) 
car because the public trans-
port is close to zero. Where 
is the “Green” or the “Gar-
den” mentality? Under these 
conditions, the next problem 
is parking - Estepona had 
some open places which one 
after the other went lost for 
doubtful construction plans. 
Who is giving the permission 
for such miserable urban 
planning? 

Questions and no answers 
or answers without any sub-
stance. 
CHRISTIAN HORIG

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

M eanwhile, over in the 
Hebrides, the Isle Of 
Rum (what a great 

name that is) is offering afford-
able accommodation and a full 
time job to suitable applicants 
in a bid to bring a bit of zing back 
to its tiny shores.  

Currently, there are only thirty 
inhabitants living there and just 
three little Rumanians attend 
the school, which must make 
sports day a bit of a challenge 
for the headteacher/secre-
tary/caretaker/dinner and lolli-
pop lady (I imagine they’re all 
the same person and she’s called 
Mrs McTavish).  

There’s a shop on the island 
but no pub, apparently. They 
might want to take a look at that 
particular shortcoming in their 
business plan; I’m sure the win-
ters can seem pretty long and 
bleak in that part of the world 
without a pint glass to cling to. 

  I always love this kind of ini-
tiative. Instead of sitting around 
in their enormous jumpers and 
wellies, stroking their greying 
beards, lamenting their island’s 
potential decline, the good peo-
ple of Rum have taken it upon 
themselves to look for a solu-
tion. They’re building some eco-
friendly houses for potential 
newcomers which will be ready 
in a couple of months if all goes 
to plan. Jobs in a fish factory, 
tourism and education are on 
offer it seems, though with only 
three children in school that last 
option looks a bit limited. Maybe 
they need three personal tutors, 
I’m not sure. 

If I had a young family, I’d be 
really tempted to give it a go. As 
a matter of fact, I quite like the 
rain which must surely be a pre-
requisite for any applicant. As 
it is, I’m not sure I could offer 
much to the people of the island 

unless they wanted me to play 
Wild Mountain Thyme on Fri-
day nights in the pub that doesn’t 
exist. Yet. 

There must be other Hebrid-
ean islands in a similar predica-
ment and maybe they’ll follow 
suit if Rum starts to turn things 
around and good luck to them. 

However, there’s always some-
thing especially inspiring about 
the ones who are the real pio-
neers and take the first bold 
steps, forging ahead into the un-
known, chests out and fingers 
crossed. It’s far easier to follow 
in footsteps than create them. 

So, if you fancy a change and 
a bit of high octane social dis-
tancing, why not look into it fur-
ther? I can just see it now, on the 
SUR in English letters page, five 
years from now: 

Sir, 
It’s brilliant here. Still no pub 

though.

A Rum deal
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F rom the terrace where I’m writing 
I can hear them go past, and the 
sound mixes with that of the cica-

das, which came out in force when the sun 
appeared after the storm, and are enjoy-
ing their own particular version of Tinder.  

Every time the swifts fly past I smile, as 
I know that they’ll have caught a mosquito, 
and there’s nothing much worse in the 
summer than the mosquitoes, especially 
those tiger ones that have decided to re-
produce in our plant pots and gardens. 

At dawn and at dusk around a dozen of 
them get together, and I imagine they are 
fighter planes from the Second World War 
chasing the enemy, concentrating, me-
ticulously alert to avoid hitting the ledge 
and landing on their own legitimate nests 
with millimetric precision. After such a 
feast on insects it amazes me how they 
manage not to land on the nest of a 
grumpy nextdoor neighbour.  

In was precisely a large colony of swifts 
like these that had decided to build their 

nests on a ruined building in Malaga’s 
Plaza de Olletas. It was precisely due to 
those circumstances that those wise lit-
tle birds sensed that there they would not 
be disturbed and could happily rear their 
young. 

Of course they didn’t know that pre-
cisely this summer, after so many years 
with the building left neglected, its own-
ers would get a demolition licence; and 
the building was due to be pulled down 
this week. 

That was until a group of local residents, 
aware of the importance of the species 
for the balance of the ecosystem, leapt 
into action. 

Their warning was heard by members 
of the association SOS Vencejos (SOS 
Swifts), who in turn told officers at the 
Junta de Andalucía’s endangered spe-
cies recovery centre, CREA, what was 

about to happen.  
Finally, after being informed of the 

situation, the developers decided to post-
pone the demolition for as long as it takes 
for the young swifts to be able to fly to 
Africa, where they’ll spend the winter. 

To help protect nature we don’t really 
have to look very far; we only have to 
open our eyes to what’s around us: the 
chameleon that calmly strolls across the 
road; the injured bird that can’t fly; or 
as in this case, the nest about to disap-
pear. 

Next summer, when they come back, 
the colony of swifts of the Fuente Olle-
tas neighbourhood will have to find some-
where else to nest, but at least their young  
that hatched this year have been saved. 

And all thanks to one group of con-
cerned local residents, our neighbour-
hood ecologists.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
IGNACIO LILLO

Neighbourhood ecologists

Come and get  
your fresh  

boquerones,  
anchovies, 
 mackerel... 

     the catch  
  of the day...

... freshly caught  
face masks, gloves 

straight from  
the sea... 
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JAVIER ALMELLONES 

O
ne fine day Pelle Lund-
borg was persuaded 
by his friend Pedro 

Fernández to go hiking in the 
rugged Sierra de Alcaparaín. 
From high up, looking down at 
the view, he noticed a large 
farm with numerous olive trees, 
which appeared to have been 
abandoned.  

That is the beginning of the 
tale of this Swedish man who 
exchanged the stress of life in a  
multinational videogames com-
pany for the peace of the coun-
tryside in Malaga province. 
Pelle decided to buy that farm 
at the foot of the mountains, 
opposite Carratraca, and make 
a new start.  

Behind him lay a very stress-
ful time, filled with the tension 
and anxiety of major profes-
sional success. Years before, 
he had founded the Nordic 
Games company which, with 
two others, created We Sing, 
the famous karaoke game 
which has entertained millions 
of users all over the world.  

That company then merged 
with another to create the Em-
bracer Group, of which Pelle is 
just a shareholder today. How-
ever, thanks to its revenues he 
does enjoy a certain economic 
comfort. Nowadays he lives in 
La Cala de Mijas, but is con-
tinually supervising his land 
in Carratraca.   

After two decades working 
in the competitive videogames 
sector, this Swede decided to 
make a new start in life. From 
a company listed on the stock 
market with 4,000 employees 
all over the globe, El Sueco, as 
he is known in Carratraca, 
moved body and soul into the 
rural world.   

As well as the stress, Pelle 
wanted to turn his back on an 
illness which had left him prac-
tically out of the game for two 
years. Although he just says he 

“wasn’t very well”, it wasn’t easy 
to live with a condition that af-
fected him physically and psy-
chologically. “There was a time 
when I was just lying on the 
sofa for hours and hours watch-
ing Netflix series,” he says.  

The lure of the Andalusian 
countryside helped him to 
overcome that apathy. It only 
took an abandoned olive grove 
for him to acquire ‘another 
life’ in Carratraca. 

There, Pelle has created 
Finca Solmark, which has 16 
hectares of land, and developed 
a vocation for growing those 
battered olive trees he had seen 
with his friend Pedro from the 
top of the Sierra de Alcaparaín. 
Those trees have begun to pro-
duce high quality extra virgin 
olive oil again, and now there 
are different types of avocado 
as well. He plans to plant the 
Reed variety soon, which will 
mean he can have avocados all 
year round.  

The farm also includes a 
house for holiday lets, which 
has already been rented by 
quite a few Swedish guests; 
Pelle may have changed his life, 
but he still has many contacts 
in his native country and else-
where in the world.  

However, Finca Solmark, as 
the accommodation is also 

called, welcomes all nationali-
ties. Although the Spanish and 
Swedish flags fly there, it is 
open to anyone who wants to 
immerse themselves in authen-
tic rural living.  

The name Solmark was cho-
sen for a reason. It means ‘land 
of sun’.  

“That’s what the area where 
I grew up in Sweden is called, 
close to Linköping,” he explains. 

He has many happy child-
hood memories. His mother, 
who was passionate about my 
cology, passed her love of na-
ture on to him. From his father, 
a well-known translator, he in-
herited his facility for lan-
guages. And from both, a love 
of learning.  

And through this continual 
quest for knowledge, Pelle 
Lundborg now knows what it 

is like to produce his own eco-
logical extra virgin olive oil - of 
the marteña variety - whose 
name pays tribute to the illus-
trious past of the land on which 
his trees grow. He has called it 
Mainake (after the ancient 
Greek settlement thought to 
have been located in the Malaga 
area).  

This ‘liquid gold’ from Finca 
Solmark is primarily made for 
sale in Sweden, where olive 
oil is still an exotic, little-
known product.  

“A Swedish person barely 
consumes a litre a year; we still 
have a great deal to teach them,” 
says Pelle, showing the Anda-
lusian side of his character.   

People in Sweden don’t 
much like the strong, bitter 
taste which is a positive at-
tribute in oil made from olives 
that are harvested early. For 
that reason this Swedish busi-
nessman, although he sends 
his olives to be milled in No-
vember, doesn’t bottle the oil 
until April at least.  

What’s more, many people 
who live in his immediate area 
are now starting to copy his 
example. Pelle Lundborg’s en-
thusiasm for his new life 
seems to have lit a spark 
among his neighbours in Car-
ratraca, where the green 
shoots of an unexpected ag-
ricultural and rural renais-
sance are now beginning to 
emerge.

Pelle Lundborg now produces olive oil on his farm in Carratraca.  RICARDO PASTOR 

The Swede who 
found paradise  
in Carratraca

IN THE FRAME

“There was a time  
when I all I did was 
spend hours and hours  
lying on the sofa and 
watching Netflix” 

 Pelle Lundborg.  A businessman 
turned his back on a successful 
career in the videogames 
industry for a new life in the 
Andalusian countryside

A ’kilometre zero’ 
philosophy   

There are only five chairs 
from Ikea in the holiday 
house at Finca Solmark. The 
rest of the furniture has 
been made by carpenters 
from Carratraca, just like 
everything else Pelle ‘El 
Sueco’ has done to his prop-
erty in the past few years. 

Everything is in line with 
his particular ‘kilometre 
zero’ philosophy. This Scan-
dinavian businessman is 
committed to using materi-
als and people from Carra-
traca or the immediate area.  

“Why would you want to 
look elsewhere if people do 
things well here and it helps 
the local economy?” he 
asks, but it is a rhetorical 
question.  

Pelle has even become a 

bit of a guide to good restau-
rants in the area. His clients 
and many of his contacts 
ask him where they can eat. 
Depending on how many 
people there are and their 
preferences, he recom-
mends Venta El Cruce (Ar-
dales), El Trillo, El Martillo 
and the legendary Fonda 
Pepa, among many other 
restaurants that he knows 
well and enjoys visiting 
himself.
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A ctor Antonio Banderas 
was 60 years old on Mon-
day, but he certainly didn’t 

get to celebrate the round number 
in the way he would have expected 
up to a few months ago. 

Instead he marked the day by 
announcing that he has tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 and that he will 
be quarantining until he recovers. 

“I’d like to add that I’m feeling 
relatively well, just a bit more tired 
than usual, and confident that I’ll 
recover as soon as possible,” he 
said in a statement. He added that 
he would use his time in self-iso-
lation to “read, write, rest and con-
tinue to make plans”. 

Banderas, who says he has 
reached the age of 60 “full of hope 
and excitement” for the future, 
came to a turning point in his life 
in January 2017 when he suffered 
a heart attack. 

“I saw death was close, there was 
a point when it felt like I was go-
ing. Is it just going to end like this? 
How stupid, I thought,” he said to 
SUR last year. 

That was a wake-up call, a warn-
ing that he was living life too fast, 
but also a revelation. The actor, 
who hadn’t stopped in 35 years of 
career, packed up and came home 
to his Malaga, to start a new qui-
eter period of his life. 

Just two years after that heart 
attack, however, Banderas played 
one of the best parts of his life; the 
alter ego of filmmaker Pedro 
Almodóvar in Pain and Glory 
(2019). The film brought him not 
just his first Spanish film academy 
(Goya) award for Best Actor - un-
til then he only had an honorary 
Goya - but also an Oscar nomina-
tion this year. 

Banderas’s return to Malaga 
however came with a new project 
close to his heart, the creation of 
his own theatre in the city he grew 
up in. 

The Soho CaixaBank project 
opened last autumn with the mu-
sical A Chorus Line, which in Sep-
tember will embark on the tour of 
other Spanish cities that was held 
up by the coronavirus lockdown. 

Meanwhile Banderas celebrates 
his 60th birthday with the satis-
faction of having fulfilled a dream 
but with the responsibility of keep-
ing it going. 

The pandemic interrupted the 
theatre’s spring programme and 
as yet no date has been given for 
new performances at the theatre. 
It has however one date on its 
agenda for next year - the scaled-
down 2021 Goya awards ceremony 
to be presented by Banderas and 
the head of his SohoTV production 
company, María Casado.  

First though the actor could find 
himself with yet another trophy.  
A Chorus Line is a candidate for 
the Best Musical award in Spain’s 
Max theatre prizes, due to be given 
out at a gala in Malaga on  
7 September.

 Birthday.  The Malaga actor 
celebrates his six decades of life 
in quarantine, after announcing 
that he has tested positive for 
coronavirus

Banderas, 
sixty years  
of hard work 
and glory

IKER CORTÉS 
REGINA SOTORRÍO

Banderas, with his Goya.  REUTERS

Marbella’s Starlite festival has been different 
this year; Covid stole the majority of the in-
ternational artists from the bill and the event 
was shortened. Numerous Spanish celebrities 
still turned out last weekend for the festival’s 
glitzy annual fundraising gala.

Celebrities 
turn out for 
Starlite gala

Actress Loles León and singer Miguel Poveda.  

Miguel Torres and Paula Echeverría.
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U ntil five months ago there 
would be  about 60 people 
every night of the week. A 

couple of Fridays back, however, 
six artists danced, sang and played 
the guitar for just two clients. “We 
can’t go on like this. I’ll carry on 
for a couple of weeks but if things 
don’t improve we will have to 
close again,” says José López 
Amaya, who runs Tablao de Los 
Amayas in Malaga city (Calle Vé-
lez-Málaga, 6). “It’s like a cascade, 
we’re falling one after the other,” 
admits Roque López, of the his-
torical Taberna Flamenca Pepe 
López en Torremolinos (Plaza de 
la Gamba Alegre). In Malaga these 
flamenco bars were already find-
ing things difficult, but now the 
pandemic could cause their de-
finitive demise.   

These ‘tablaos’ are crying out 
for help in a desperate situation, 
with no income and numerous ex-
penses, despite flamenco being 

classified as an Intangible Heri-
tage of Humanity by Unesco.  

“I don’t know how they could let 
this be lost,” says José López. If we 
were in the USA they would do eve-
rything they could to look after us,” 
insists Roque López.  

These businesses are raising 
their voices separately and now 
together for the first time in the 
new Asociación Nacional de Tab-
laos Flamencos de España (ANT-
FES), a collective which is fighting 
for the survival of a sector which 
is suffering all over the country.  

The problem is their strong de-

pendence on foreign tourists. With 
no cruise ships in port, hotels half 
full at best and the recent quaran-
tine imposed by the UK on people 
arriving from Spain, there is no-
body to occupy their typical rush-
seated chairs.  

“There are no clients. They have 
wiped them off the map,” says 
López Amaya, who is only open-
ing on Fridays and Saturdays at 
present. The Taberna Pepe López 
(formerly Jaleo) still doesn’t know 
whether it will open at all this 
summer. “If there is no market, 
what’s the point?” asks Roque 
López. His iconic stage has never 
been so empty since its inaugu-
ration in 1965.   

“I don’t know what I’m going to 
do. All I can think about is every-
thing I have to pay,” says Isabel ‘La 
Chata’, visibly nervous. She runs 
the Tablao Ana María Los Chatos 
in Marbella. She says that there, 
the problem isn’t a lack of tourists. 

They used to open every 
day, all year round and 
with dozens of spectators. 
Now, “there are no 
customers, they’ve wiped 
them off the map”

Pandemic 

leaves 

flamenco 

forlorn

     The temples of 
flamenco in Malaga 
are sending out a cry 
for help.  
Their strong reliance 
on foreign visitors, 
of whom there are 
very few now, is 
putting these 
emblematic ‘tablaos’ 
at risk 

REGINA 
SOTORRÍO

The Tablao Los Amayas has room for 100 clients.  

The stage at Taberna Flamenca Pepe López, never empty  for so long.

The Tablao Ana María en Marbella plans to perform in the street.
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‘La Yedra’. She and her family can 
keep going for the moment, be-
cause they are the performers as 
well as the owners. “We’re really 
only opening for sentimental rea-
sons, but if it carries on like this 
we will have to close,” she says.  

Reinvent yourself 
“Reinvent yourself” and attract 
local people, that is the strategy 
being tried at Tablao de Los Ama-
yas, with discounts of almost 50 
per cent for residents (29 euros 
with dinner, a drink and the show). 
Not even that is working. “So far, 
only the parents of one of the wait-
ers have come.” Very few local 
people have been able to get over 
the idea that “these things are just 
for foreigners”.  

 “And that’s not the case. When 
people do come, they love it,” says 
José López Amaya. Some local peo-
ple do book with Tablao de Ana 
María in Marbella, “but they all 
want us to give them a special 
price,” she says.  

The situation is so serious that 
for the first time in their history, 
the few tablaos that remain have 
joined forces in a national associa-
tion run by Cristina Hoyos, Blanca 
del Rey and Luis Adame. They are 
calling for “urgent measures” for 
a sector which employs 90 per cent 
of the flamenco artists and nor-
mally attracts nearly six million 
people a year. Famous establish-
ments such as Casa Patas and Café 
de Chinitas in Madrid have already 
closed down, along with four oth-

ers, and the bleeding continues 
throughout the country, with barely 
40 tablaos still in operation.  

In Andalucía, the Junta has set 
up a line of assistance of between 
8,000 and 15,000 euros for these 
businesses, but few have applied. 
In the conditions there is no men-
tion of tablaos, only of ‘theatre halls, 
music, dance and flamenco’, so 
many are unaware. “Few people 
realised, it’s too confusing,” says  
Roque López. Also, to be eligible a 
tablao has to have room for more 
than 75 people and some are too 
small, such as Ana María which 
only has space for 60.  

“We need those with an ERTE 
to continue to March 2021, not to 
have to pay the social security for 
the self-employed and grants to 
help us pay our bills,” says José 
López Amaya. For the owner of 
Taberna Pepe López there is an-
other fundamental issue: unfair 
competition. 

 “Flamenco has been prosti-
tuted and people are putting on 
so-called flamenco shows all over 
the place with no controls,” he 
says. In the summer there are of-
ten cheap shows in village 
squares and hotels employ stu-
dents to entertain their guests. 
“So clients go away thinking fla-
menco is two girls dancing to re-
corded music. You have to see fla-
menco in a tablao, with guitarists 
and real singers,” he insists. “We 
will carry on somehow, one way 
or another, but at least let them 
leave us in peace”. 

“There are some, but they don’t 
want to be indoors, they only want 
to sit outside somewhere. If the vi-
rus doesn’t kill us, the heat will... 
or starvation,” she says. Her only 
hope of salvation is the permit 
given to her by Marbella council 
to hold performances on certain 
days this month in the square   
where her ‘tablao’ is located (Plaza 
Santo Cristo). She will only open 
the cosy salon inside if people re-
serve in advance, so she can guar-
antee that the artists will be paid. 
Businesses of this type are not 
cheap to run: her rent alone is 
1,960 euros a month.  

At Kelipé Centro de Arte Fla-
menco, which combines tuition 
with shows, they are “living off our 
savings”. From the end of June  the 
flamenco theatre has been open 
from Thursdays to Sundays in Calle   
Muro de Puerta Nueva in Malaga 
city. “But hardly anyone comes, 12 
people at the most,” says Susana 

The flamenco ‘tablaos’ 
provide employment 
for a large number of 
artists, but now they 
have nowhere left to 
perform  

REGINA SOTORRÍO 

MALAGA. They call him Javi of 
El Jaleo, “because I have been 
here for more years than the 
door has,” jokes this guitarist. 
He is 51 and has worked at Tab-
erna Flamenca Pepe López, for-
merly called Jaleo, for 36. Un-
til early March, that is. “Now I 
have spent four months with 
no income at all,” he says, this 
time sounding serious.   

Javier González lived on 
what he earned from the tab-
lao. In a sector in which stabil-
ity is noticeable for its absence, 
he was able to make a living 
with no need to look for extra 
work in clubs or at festivals.  

“I have travelled all over the 
world and played for a great 
many people.  But it’s comfort-
able working in a tablao, where 
you have everything you need. 
And where am I going to go? I 
want to be here, where I have 
always been,” he says.  

At the moment, there are few 

other options, as Salva Cortés 
is also aware. He combines his 
work at Pepe López with per-
formances with the Antonio de 
Verónica and Saray Cortés 
company. Apart from the pro-
vincial government’s ‘Flamenco 
para enmarcar’ programme at 
the Centro María Victoria Aten-
cia, there are very few places 
to perform. Most summer fes-
tivals have also been cancelled 
so there are very few events on 
the calendar. “And an artist 
can’t eat on two or three shows 
a month,” he says.  

That’s why dancer Moisés 
Navarro feels “privileged”. He 
works two days a week as ar-
tistic director at the  Tablao de 
los Amayas, with his sisters 
Fátima and Amara. He used to 
be there every day, but “the way 
things are at present”, he feels 
fortunate. He was excited about 
reopening after lockdown, but 
feels scared and uncertain 
about what is to come. 

“We are not expecting things 
to get much better until next 
year,” he says, and warns that 
things could get worse with the 
proliferation of online festivals. 
“We’re not doing this right. It 
isn’t in our interests. Shows 
need to be performed live,” he 
insists.

“Where am I going to go? 
I want to be here, where I 
have always been”
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ANA PÉREZ-BRYAN 

A car accident when she was four 
forced her to learn everything all 
over again, in a wheelchair, but if 
anyone thought that was going to 
inhibit her, they were wrong: on 
the contrary, Gema Hassen Bey 
has never stopped.  

Not even the year she spent gaz-
ing up at the hospital ceiling after 
a spinal operation deterred her. 
There, horizontal, she made her 
plans and now she is reaping the 
rewards: journalist, actress, com-
poser, paralympic athlete in fenc-
ing (five Olympics, three medals) 
and coach.  

Her latest challenge is to climb 
Kilimanjaro in her adapted chair, 
so the peak becomes more of a 
collective legacy than a personal 

feat. Gema remains that girl with 
special needs: to live and to im-
prove. Hence the revolution.   
– Are you a warrior with a sword?  
– Of course. With a sword and a 
foil. I believe life gives you big chal-
lenges, and in my case, after the 
car accident, it wasn’t easy. Al-
though it also gave me the weap-
ons to fight for my goals. I fence 
and I don’t believe that is coinci-
dental. It is practically a way of life 
which enables me to achieve my 
dreams.  
– What is your armour made of?  
– It’s a combination of fragility and 
strength, because I believe both 
of those are necessary. That’s how 
I understand life. My friends  say 
I am a ‘killer’, but it’s not like that. 
I’m aware of my fragility and that’s 
what makes me strong.  
– You face a Kilimanjaro every 
day. Explain that to me.  
– Many people do, and especially 
in a wheelchair. It seems incredi-
ble that man can go to the moon 
and we have problems getting out 
to buy bread.  
– Now the real thing is coming. 
How do you feel about it?  
– Well, once again I am practising 
resiliance because it is a very dif-

ficult challenge. It’s not just a case 
of going up a mountain, but also 
generating prototypes as an ath-
lete and social entrepreneur.  The 
latter is very complicated because 

of a paternalism I have to fight 
against: the people to whom I pre-
sent the project think that, because 
I’m in a wheelchair, they are the 
ones who have to help me. But 
what I say is that it is a creation of 
alliances in which we all help each 
other equally. I want to be part of 
the process, and make this a leg-
acy for those who come later.  
– And while you were training 
you were diagnosed with breast 
cancer... 
– Yes. When the doctor told me, I 
said “OK, OK, but do the opera-
tion so I can go up Kilimanjaro.” 
The answer was that for a year I 
would only have enough strength 
to think about myself, but within 
two and a half months I had re-
covered and they gave me the go-
ahead soon after. I treated my con-
valescence as another peak to 
climb. And do you know what? I 
realised that I had already done 
everything that had passed 
through my head before.  
– Talking about mountains, how 
many times have you opted for 
the mountain going to Moham-
med and not the other way 
round?  
– Many times. In fact, with the lock-
down we have all been a bit dis-
abled in a way. And I have experi-
enced it as well with my opera-
tions: it was hard work to learn to 
stay calm, to know that if the body 
can’t move the mind flies around.    
– What does a medal taste like?  
– I remember the first one, be-
cause it was a demonstration that 
the impossible is possible and that 

success is being in the competi-
tion. It also taught me that athletes 
have to focus on the path, not the 
result.  
– And failure? 
– It is just as intense. Sometimes 
I have been the best in the world 
and at other times the worst, and 
you learn from both things. In fact, 
if you were to ask me to choose 
one object from my five Olympics...  
– Which would it be? 
– My sword, without a doubt. The 
medals have just been a moment 
on the road, but my sword has al-
ways been with me.  
– Neither olympics nor moun-
tains, but not closets either. Was 
it hard to open that last door?  
– I always say I fight so hard be-
cause everything is difficult for 
me: woman, in a wheelchair, with 
a strange surname (it is of Turk-
ish origin), my sexual orientation... 
coming out of the closet caused 
me problems in the last year of 
fencing. Nobody tells you that you 
are rejected because of your sexu-
ality, but suddenly I went from be-
ing a princess who had to be 
looked after to an amazon that be-
came a threat. That’s why when 
they asked me to do something 
against homophobia in sport I de-
cided to take the step and say I was 
bisexual.  
– You can climb a mountain but 
not get onto a float in a Pride pa-
rade. That’s a bit shocking. 
– Just a bit! I’m not going to stop 
until I see an adapted float. Mean-
while, I’ll look for a nice-looking 
girl or boy to help me get on. 

 I. AIZPURU

 Gema Hassen Bey  Paralympic medallist and coach

“It’s hard to learn to be calm: if the body 
doesn’t move, the mind flies around”
 
She already knows that 
sport is a battle. She 
learned that early in life, 
and continues to 
overcome challenges. 
The latest: to go up 
Kilimanjaro in her 
wheelchair

DEBBIE  
BARTLETT

M any people will have 
heard of the Archive 
of the Indies in Seville 

city, a very famous building, 
but perhaps not so many are 
aware that its history dates 
back to 1598, during the 
reign of King Felipe 
II, when it was built 
as a market where 
merchants could 
exchange their 
goods. It was 
known then as 
the Casa de la 
Lonja de Merca-
deres, and was 
inaugurated on 
14 August.  

After Columbus discovered 
the Americas in 1492, Seville 
was awarded the monopoly on 
trade and the number of mer-
chants operating in the city in-
creased considerably as a re-
sult. As the existing facilities 
became too small, the traders 
began using the steps of the 
cathedral to transact their 
business because of its prox-
imity to the port, but this had 
caused conflict with the eccle-
siastical authorities and it was 
decided that they needed 
premises of their own . 

The building, which 
has been a Unesco 

World Heritage Site 
since 1987, was 
designed by ar-
chitect Juan de 
Herrera and is 
unsually Italia-

nate in style. The 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  
started in 1584, 
and, although it 

was ready for occupation in 

1598, work continued well into 
the 17th century before the 
structure was fully complete. 

The Casa de la Lonja was two 
storeys high, built around a 
large central courtyard of stone 
with wide proportions, with 
arches fastened to pillars with 
half columns.  

Within 100 years, Seville 
port had begun to silt up, trade 
decreased and the building 
was barely used and falling 
into disrepair. In 1785, King 
Carlos III decided that it should 
be repaired and used to store 
all the documentation about  
the administration of the Span-

ish colonies which, until then, 
had been held in Simancas, 
Cadiz, and elsewhere in Seville, 
and so it became the General 
Archive of the Indies. 

Today it still contains 43,000 
files with about 80 million 
pages and 8,000 maps and 
drawings. It is open to the pub-
lic and is free of charge to visit.

Seville’s Casa de la Lonja opens for business
Construcción Construction 
Lonja Market 

Comercio Commerce 

Territorio Territory 

Comerciante Trader 

Mercader Merchant 

Descubrimiento Discovery 

Catedral Cathedral 

Cuadrado Square 

Contenido Content 

Arquitecto Architect 

Impuesto Tax 

Ladrillo Brick 

Piedra Stone 

Cúpula Dome 

Edificio Building 

Arco Arch 

Puerto Port 

Escalones Steps

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E14 AUGUST 1598

The Archive of the Indies was built as a market.  SUR
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The building, which has 
been known as the 
General Archive of the 
Indies since the 18th 
century, was originally 
a centre for merchants 
to trade their goods

Inside the  

archives.  EFE
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GARDENING

Mediterranean smilax is an ev-
ergreen climbing plant that can 
be found across Southern 
Europe as well as in Asia, 
China, Pakistan, India, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal and Myanmar. 
Other common names include 
rough bindweed, prickly ivy 
and sarsaparille.  

In its native habitat, it can be 
found along river banks and in 
gullies, often in coastal locations. 

Although an unlikely garden 
plant due to its backwards-fac-
ing spines and long tendrils 
with which it wraps itself 
around other plants and struc-
tures for support, it can be used 
to create an im-
penetrable 
barrier 
a n d  

has sweetly scented yellow- 
green flowers hidden among 
the heart-shaped, leathery 
leaves. The racemes of blooms 
form in the leaf axils and after  
flowering has finished, con-
trasting bright-red berries 

form, slowly turning 
black as they mature 

in the autumn.  
Smilax is dioe-

cious; plants 
are either 
male or fe-
male, so al-
though both 
flower,  both 
are needed 
to produce 
the attrac-

tive berries. 
An ideal lo-

cation for this 
prickly climber 

would be in full sun 
or partial shade and 

in well-drained soil. Al-
though drought-resistant when 
established, Smilax will be 
healthier if watered regularly 
during the hottest months. It 
can tolerate short cold periods, 
down to about -10ºC.   

The genus name Smilax 
comes from the Greek word 
meaning ‘poison’ but this plant 
is not poisonous; according to 
Dioscorides, it was considered 
an antidote to poison. The 
young shoots are eaten raw or 
cooked in some Asian coun-
tries and the roots used to make 
soft drinks and a tonic or stimu-
lant. The ripe fruits are 
squeezed onto the skin to cure 
skin disorders. Aspera comes 
from the Latin to mean ‘rough’, 
probably referring to the spines.  

Propagation by seed can be 
a very slow process as germi-
nation can take years. Dividing 
or taking cuttings of semi-ripe 
wood is a better method of cre-
ating more plants.

Smilax aspera

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (suri-
nenglish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Smilax aspera with berries and flowers (insert). WIKIPEDIA / WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

Reader Rosalind Caplan sent in this photo of a stunning orange Hi-
biscus and says, “In December I cut this Hibiscus back so hard I 

thought it was dead! It’s never had so many flowers as this year. 
The little Surfinia blends nicely I think.”

Back from the dead

ROSALIND CAPLAN 

This photo of a Plumeria was sent in by Richard Asfour who says, 

“This Frangipani is in a pot by my patio. For the last few years it has 
only had two flower spikes - this year produced nine. I wonder, was 
it the wet spring we had this year or the tomato feed I gave it?”

A good year for Plumeria
RICHARD ASFOUR
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Your pet and your 
swimming pool

L
ife in Spain has so much 
to offer that it is difficult 
to make a list of your fa-

vourite things. Barbecue eve-
nings, relaxing in the sunshine 
and of course the swimming 
pool. 

When we first came to Spain 
we didn’t put a swimming pool 
high on our list of priorities, 
but we soon changed our 
minds. 

For readers who have a pet 
there is one important thing to 
consider: swimming pool 
steps. If you have a metal lad-
der of access please replace it 
with steps. An upright metal 
ladder makes it impossible for 
your pet to climb out. It is a 
small job to put in some con-
crete and tiled steps and if your 
cat or dog falls in it will safe its 
life. Contrary to general belief, 
cats can swim if necessary, 
even if they don’t like it. 

Now that the swimming sea-
son is with us, have a good look 
at the safety of your pool. A 
cover for the winter is a splen-
did idea and of course any pre-
cautions you take to protect 
your own pet will also benefit 
other animals that might wan-
der in uninvited. 

To keep your pool spic and 
span you will need chemicals. 
Chemicals and pets don’t go to-
gether. To avoid your dog 
drinking chlorinated water put 
some drinking bowls with 
fresh water around the pool 
and teach your dog to drink 
from them. 

Should you allow your dog 
the use of the pool? There are 
good reasons why you 
shouldn’t. It is unhygienic, can 
clog up your filter system with 
dog’s hair and chlorinated wa-
ter is bad for your dog’s coat. 
But then our Labrador came 
along... 

It was not a matter of shall 
we or shall we not... He doesn’t 
give us any choice. As soon as 
the swimming pool is opera-
tional he is the first one in. 
There is no stopping him. 
Open the front door and he 
rushes to the pool and in he 
jumps. To see him enjoying 
himself so much is such a 
pleasure that we have blown 
caution to the wind. A good 
hose down when he comes out 
keeps his coat in good condi-
tion and so far the filter system 
is coping every well. Have a 
lovely swimming season!

PET CARE 
ERNY HARRISON

TAPAS (The Andalucia Performing Arts Soci-
ety) chairman Betty Ross joined choir mem-
bers recently to hand a cheque for 750 euros 
to Un Sí Por La Vida, a cancer charity based in 
Alhaurín el Grande.

TAPAS choir 
supports 
local charity

 SUR

TALKING POINT 
ALEKK M. SAANDERS 

T
here’s a lot of talk at this 
time of year about bull’s 
balls. In case you’re 

wondering, this name was 
given to a local variety of out-
door grown tomatoes: the 
‘huevo de toro’ in Spanish. 

In recent years, tomato 
euphoria has flooded the Costa 
del Sol as the huevo de toro be-
came an upward trend. Unsur-
prisingly, authorities rush to 
pose for the cameras holding 
bull’s balls and famous chefs 
say they cut them in a special 
way to keep their near-perfect 
taste and texture.  

Celebrities are keen to get 
hold of these tomatoes at any 
price. For example, last year, 
the renowned flamenco dancer 
Sara Baras bought bull’s balls 
for 3,700 euros at the charity 
tomato auction in Coin.  

As for ordinary locals, they 
seize every chance they can get 
to boast about this ‘home 
grown’ product by saying: 
“Este tomate no sabe a tomate” 
(This tomato does not taste like 
tomato), implying that only a 
bull’s ball has the perfect fla-
vour.   

However, not everyone here 
knows how a real bull’s ball to-
mato tastes and looks, and 
many can’t distinguish this 
prominent variety from others 
that are also grown in the Gua-
dalhorce valley.  

Most of the Malaga-grown to-
matoes are sold in fruit shops 
on the Costa del Sol. From my 
personal experience, when I 
ask for just huevo de toro, I 
usually receive something big, 
pinkish and fleshy, but each 
time apparently different. No, 
it doesn’t mean that we are be-
ing cheated, most likely that 
the sellers are not aware either. 

And so some shops are inad-
vertently introducing us to the 
extended Malaga tomato ‘fam-
ily’, which includes a Yellow 
King (Rey Amarillo) and a Cri-
mean Black (Negro de Crimea), 
as well as around another forty 
sub-varieties.  

Nevertheless, last week, I de-
cided to find out the truth and 
clarify the difference between a 
bull’s ball and... just bull. 

In order to satisfy my curios-
ity, the Coín farmer who sells 

fruit and vegetables in Arroyo 
de la Miel found just five genu-
ine bull’s balls in a box full of 
what seemed to be ‘all the 
same’ tomatoes. He even ex-
plained that the huevo de toro 
tomatoes can be recognised for 
their resemblance to the inti-
mate parts of a bull. My at-
tempts to choose similar toma-
toes in other boxes were not 
successful because in the end, 
instead of bull’s balls, I was 
picking up bull’s hearts. As I 
was told, “corazón de toro” 
(oxheart) is almost the same 
but different, so another 
(sub)variety.  

So, I understood, to be more 
professional in your knowledge 
of Malaga tomatoes, you should 
either go to a cattle shed to get 
an idea of the shape of a bull’s 
testicles, or take the opportu-
nity this Saturday and Sunday 
(15-16 August) to go to the 
Mercado Sabor a Málaga To-
mate Huevo de Toro 2020.  

The bull’s ball tomato market 
will be held in the tomato capi-
tal of the province, Coín. For 
the last few years the town has 
invited locals and foreigners to 
its annual traditional fruit and 
vegetable auction and contest 
for the best huevo de toro to-
mato. For the first time, the to-
mato event will take place in 
Mercado Agroalimentario del 
Guadalhorce on La Trocha in-
dustrial estate in order to 
maintain the strictest safety 
and hygiene standards.  

The money raised from the 
auction, to be held on Saturday 
at 1.30pm, will be donated to 
the Red Cross. The event, 
which includes cooking dem-
onstrations by top chefs, can 
also be watched live via You-
Tube and Zoom.

A view on trendy tomatoes 
Identifying a genuine bull’s ball is not as simple as it seems

A genuine bull’s ball.  A. S.

A greengrocer found 
just five genuine 

bull’s balls in a box 
full of what seemed 
to be ‘all the same’ 

tomatoes
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I
s it just me, or… does sweat-
ing all day long beneath a 
face mask put the dampers 

on our other senses: sight, 
touch, sense of orientation and 
direction? Sorry if this sounds 
like a gag, but… I find myself 
bumping into things and people 
(at the supermarket, for in-
stance), and (far more alarming) 
having to take extra special care 
before crossing the road - to say 
nothing of another curious post-
lockdown phenomenon: my in-
ner GPS appears to have gone 
haywire. 

Out and about 
Having returned to Malaga after 
many years, I had taken to the 
city like a fish to water, navigat-
ing its alleyways with the confi-
dence of a London cabbie. So 
why did I lose my bearings on 
that stifling afternoon I picked 
for my first cultural outing since 
the state of alarm was lifted? 

Had my over-logged brain, ac-
customed to virtual visits, de-
leted all of that streetwise knowl-
edge - rendered “non-essential” 
for almost three months? Did I 
need a refresher course? Dunno, 
but… guess what? For some rea-
son, I got it into my head that the 
Museo Picasso Málaga was 
within steps of the Thyssen mu-
seum, as opposed to a stone’s 
throw from the Cathedral. 

What a relief to step into the 
Buenavista Palace’s cool stately 
patio - after going round in cir-
cles for half an hour!  

However well we may think 
we know the works of the most 
famous 20th century artist on 
Earth, born in Malaga in 1881 - a 
household name, familiar to 
schoolchildren, from an early 
age - seeing them in the flesh is 
always invigorating. 

Hence, my urge to start afresh 
with Diálogos con Picasso, the 
2020-2023 version of the mu-
seum’s permanent display, 
spanning eight decades of virtu-
osities bearing Pablo’s signature; 
also from its vaults, a selection of 
family portraits, photographed 
by Roberto Otero (1931-2004), 
completes the picture, or rather 
the dialogue. 

Beyond the mask 
My next outing - a visit to the 
Pompidou Centre, aka “El Cubo” 
- was less hair-raising, if some-
what eerie. With museum atten-
dance at its lowest ebb (Museo 
Picasso Málaga has cancelled its 
autumn crowd-puller focusing 
on the Surrealist artist Meret Op-
penheim, as a direct conse-
quence of this), milling around 
exhibitions in the company of a 
handful of masked museum-go-
ers borders on the surreal. 

The trick is to turn up early, 
before the heat sets in; at 
10:30am, an hour after opening 
time, the silence was palpable. 
Not a sound, other than the muf-
fled rubbery squeak of museum 
attendants’ sneakers. One of 
them returned my eye-twinkle, 
saying, “You are our first visitor.” 

REVIEW 
GEORGINA OLIVER

Art unlocked 
Broken habits... fresh sensations

Something altogether peripheral stopped me in my tracks.  G. O.

Has the public lost its appe-
tite for art? Not necessarily. 
However, seafront cafés do have 
an unfair advantage. You can’t 
eat, drink and wear a “mascar-
illa”. Maybe, it’s neither about 
masks nor about social distanc-
ing. Could this apparent slack-
ening of interest be a by-prod-
uct of the lockdown, a spin-off 
of the pandemic? 

“Hurricane Corona” is a life 

changing/threatening event of 
maximum amplitude; Covid 
makes us see life in a different 
light, and this affects our atti-
tude to art. Don’t get me wrong, 
the new display at the Picasso 
Museum, encompassing more 
than 400 exhibits - many in-
stantly recognisable art history 
landmarks, such as a variation 
on the theme of the Demoiselles 
d’Avignon - is a curatorial feat. 
Kudos to the Museo! Yet, some-
thing altogether peripheral 
stopped me in my tracks: a 
translucent criss-cross esparto 
blind gracing one of the Pala-
cio’s windows. Couldn’t take my 
eyes off it. 

In the same spirit, a couple of 
latticed sculptural environ-
ments conceived by Cristina 
Iglesias struck me as the stand-
out artistic statement in From 
Miró to Barceló: A Century of 
Spanish Art, the Pompidou Cen-
tre’s recently unlocked “re-
newed permanent collection”. 

Looking at an XXL canvas by 
Joan Miró and at Miquel Barceló 
and Josef Nadj’s Paso Doble 
video from within these fretted 
maze-like metal structures was 
a magical experience. 

Nailed it, I think. Art for art’s 
sake won’t do; artworks have to 
be relevant to what we’ve been 
through; to that locked-in 
locked-out feeling experienced 
during the lockdown; we knew 
that “The Beat Goes On”, with or 
without us, but being confined 
has driven the point home.  

The shimmering semi-ab-
stract palette of Nicolas de Staël 
- often intimating human pres-
ence, instead of defining clear-
cut figures - benefits from the 
current crowdlessness. The 
Pompidou Centre’s temporary 
exhibition space is the ideal 
setting for De Staël’s intensely 
intimate œuvre, and establish-
ing a one-on-one dialogue with 
each of his paintings is a 
unique sensation.

Art for art’s sake won’t 
do; artworks have to 
be relevant to what 

we’ve been through, to 
that locked-in locked-

out feeling 
experienced during 

the lockdown
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T he similarities between 
the worlds inside and out-
side the paintings were 

unimaginable five months ago. 
Back then, everything was ready 
at the Carmen Thyssen museum 
in Malaga for the opening of the 
new temporary exhibition. This 
was the result of  two  years of 
study, focusing on the modern 
identity in painting, its conceal-
ment and transformation; but 
the pandemic came and halted 
the project due to open on 24 
March.  

Now it has finally seen the 
light, the faces of those contem-
plating these works by Goya, En-
sor, Gutiérrez Solana, Maruja 
Mallo, Picasso, Modigliani and 
Julio González are covered, just 
like the faces looking out at 
them. The paradoxes of corona-
virus.  

Masks. Metamorphosis of 
Modern Identity, at the Carmen 
Thyssen Museum Malaga until 
10 January, delves into the rep-
resentation of the human face 
through 103 works of art trav-
elling from romanticism to 
avant-garde.   

The father of modern art, 
Francisco de Goya, opens the 
exhibition sponsored by Funda-
ción Unicaja. Prints such as 
What Madness! lead us to a gal-
lery of disturbing, disguised 
faces that make up the first sec-
tion of the  collection, entitled 
Disparates de Carnaval (Carni-
val Madness). Here the mask is 
still the heir of its classical con-
ception, in the Commedia 
dell’arte, and is used as an ob-
ject to hide an individual’s true 

self. 
This is the idea behind James 

Ensor’s Theatre of Masks, with 
a frame that was designed de-
liberately to look like a stage. 

The atmosphere gradually be-
comes darker and more myste-
rious with the grotesque figures 
by José Gutiérrez Solana - Car-
naval en un Pueblo (Carnival in 
a Village), Murga Gaditana (Cadiz 
Street Musicians) - and the 
strange ambience that sur-
rounds Eugenio Lucas 

Velázquez’s Sermón de las 
Máscaras (Sermon of the 

Masks). There’s some-
thing of Goya in all of 

these, that fascina-
tion for monstros-
ity; however the 
artist who points to 
Goya most directly 
is Nicolás de 

Lekuona. He died in 
the Spanish civil war 

at just 24, but left be-
hind interesting works 

such as Ellos, los Detritus, where 
he focuses on the masks that 
Goya left piled up i n one of his 
prints.  

The next section, Máscaras 
Sobrenaturales (Supernatural 
Masks) contains the most am-
bitious part of the exhibition.  

Pablo Picasso’s Étude pour 
Trois Femmes, on loan from the 
Paris Picasso Museum, is a high-
light; as is the impressive The 
Mask Negro by Fernand Léger; 
and Paul Gauguin’s sculpture 
Head of a Young Girl.  

Rostros Transfigurados 
(Transfigured Faces) is the final 
part of this journey through 

identity, and this is where am-
biguity comes into play. Figures 
are not clearly defined, and the 
faces merge with the masks to 
the point where it’s impossible 
to tell where one finishes and 
the other starts. Chico in Top 
Hat by Walt Kuhn is one exam-
ple, and the work chosen as the 
image of the entire exhibition. 

This is, as defined by the exhi-
bition’s co-curator Luis Puelles, 
of Malaga University, a “strange 
[exhibition], full of compliments 
and discoveries”. It is “honest - 
it doesn’t sell what it doesn’t 
have” and “unprejudiced, with 
great names, but above all great 
works of art”. 

These works have been loaned 
from 46 different collections; 
the show had to be “rebuilt” dur-
ing the lockdown to be able to 
keep it on the museum’s agenda, 
despite delaying the opening by 
four months.

The art of 
masking 
identity
 Exhibition.  Disturbing, 
hidden, disguised  and 
transfigured faces make up 
the new temporary 
exhibition at the Carmen 
Thyssen museum

REGINA 
SOTORRÍO

Ellos, los Detritus 
by Lekuona.  ÑITO SALAS

  Sculpture. 
 Head of  

Apostle by 

Jorge Oteiza. 
 ÑITO SALAS

Masks from other cultures share space with modern works.  ÑITO SALAS

Chico in Top Hat by Walt Kuhn.  ÑITO SALAS

La Commedia dell’Arte by Mariano Andreu.  Ñ. SALAS

 Title.   Masks. Metamorphosis 
of Modern Identity. 

 Venue.   Temporary exhibition 
gallery at the Carmen Thyssen 
museum, C/ Compañía, Malaga. 

 Dates.   Until 10 January. 

 Opening hours.   Tuesday to 
Friday,  9.30am to 2.30pm and 
5 to 9pm. Saturday and Sunday, 
9.30am to 9pm. Monday closed. 

 Admission.   10 euros (con-
cessions 6 euros).

EXHIBITION
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EXHIBITIONS 

Art Marbella  

MARBELLA. From 24 September until 

3 October. Palacio de Ferias y Congre-

sos. 

Art Marbella will be holding its sixth 

international  modern and contempo-

rary art fair. This year it will co-ordi-

nating with Marbella Design for the 

first time.  

Galeria Justo / Giner  
MARBELLA. Until 10 September. La 

Ermita industrial estate, C/Madera, 9. 

Before 1881 is an exhibition by Julio 

Anaya Cabanding. Open in August 

only by previous appt. Email: gale-

ria@yusto-giner.com Call: 

951507053 

Studio Exhibition 
GAUCÍN. Until end of the summer Sat 

and Sun, 11am - 2pm only. La Huerta, 

C/Convento. 

Jennifer Waterhouse, Christine 

Spencer Green, Silvia Franco and 

Chris Klees show their work in their 

studios. The exhibition includes 

painting, sculpture, ceramic and pho-

tography.  

JJosé María Córdoba 
FUENGIROLA. Until 20 September. 

Weekdays 6-10pm except Mondays. 

Museo de la Ciudad, C/María Josefa 

Larrucea. 

The exhibition Odiseo consists of 

paintings and drawings created by 

José María Córdoba and influenced 

by James Joyce’s books.  

Abrazo de Oso 
ALHAURÍN DE LA TORRE. Until 

mid-September. Weekdays 6-10pm 

except Mondays. Finca El Portón. 

More than 20 artists from different 

countries have participated in the 

project Abrazo de Oso to create an 

exhibition presenting a diversity of 

styles with a theme of someone or 

something hugging an animal of their 

choice. The art is for sale and half the 

money raised will be donated to the 

Patitas Andaluzas and Equinac asso-

ciations. 

David Sancho 
ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE. Until Sep-

tember. Sala de Exposiciones, in the 

Municipal library.  

Antequera artist David Sancho has 

travelled widely and has captured the 

colours of some of the countries he 

has visited on canvas. The exhibition 

includes works he completed after 

visits to Istanbul, Morocco and India 

as well as some of the Jardín 

Botánico La Concepción in Malaga 

and of his home town, Antequera.  

The Russian Museum 
MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 

Sor Teresa Prat. 

The two temporary exhibitions cur-

rently held at the museum are Rom-

piendo el silencio. El cine mudo en 

Rusia and Andrèi Tarkovsky. Maestro 

del Espacio. Russian silent films have 

become universal icons over time. 

The second exhibition is about Andrèi 

Tarkovsky, one of the most influential 

Russian artists of the 20th century 

and forerunner of innovative tech-

niques in the cinema of the time. In 

conjunction with this exhibition will 

be a series of silent movies, with 

some of the most iconic Russian, Ital-

ian and American films available until 

4 April 2021.  

The new annual exhibition features 

true-to-life works from the past 

three centuries. From still lifes of the 

18th century to everyday scenes 

painted only a few months ago, the 

museum has created a tour consist-

ings of 163 works in a succession of 

rooms. Until April 2021. 

Nicolas de Staël 
MALAGA. Until 29 November. Centro 

Pompidou, Muelle Uno. 

Born in St Petersburg in 1914 but 

exiled in France, Staël exhibited for 

the first time in 1944. His abstract 

works reflect an austere and sombre 

time which gradually incorporate 

more light and colour towards 1952 

when he adopted a more figurative 

style of painting. 

Centro Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

The semi-permanent exhibition is 

entitled De Miró a Barceló. Un siglo 

de arte español. Pablo Picasso, Joan 

Miró, Salvador Dalí and Luis Buñuel 

were precursors of new ways of see-

ing and creating and their legacy still 

lives on. This chronological journey 

through a century of Spanish art 

shows that the generation of con-

temporary artists has kept alive the 

spirit of the avant-garde with 

extraordinary energy. 

Lola Guerrero 
MALAGA. Until 8 September. Sala 

Alfajar, C/Císter. 

Fragilidad-Es is the name of the new, 

seasonal exhibition at the Alfajar gal-

lery in Malaga. The artist, Lola Guer-

rero, reflects the fragility of nature in 

a series of delicate ceramics.  

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
MALAGA.  C/Alemania.  

The CAC Málaga reopened with an 

exhibition called Opus Nigrum by the 

Mallorca artist Pep Girbent. The dis-

play includes drawings and paintings 

inspired by film clips.  

Until 30 August.The CAC has an exhi-

bition by Seville artist Juan Lacomba 

entitled Aqui A Lo Lejos consisting of 

175 works on display . 

Until 25 October. American artist Nan 

Goldin is the author of a sequence of 

video clips entitled Siren in Espacio 5 

of the gallery. 

From 4 September until 6 Decem-

ber. Ergo Sum is the first solo exhibi-

tion by Bosco Sodi in Spain. It con-

sists of 30, large, black, monochro-

matic paintings and several golden 

sculptures.  

Nicolas de Staël, Pompidou 

Lola Guerrero, Alfajar, Malaga
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EXHIBITIONS 

Cela - Picasso 
MALAGA. Until 4 October. Museo 

Casa Natal Picasso. 
The exhibition entitled Trozo de Piel 
demonstrates the relationship 
between two geniuses, Pablo Picasso 
and Camilo José Cela. It consists of 
documents and photos symbolising 
the shared affinities and passions of 
the two friends. 

Diálogos con Picasso 
MALAGA.  Museo Picasso Málaga.  
The exhibition Diálogos con Picasso. 
Colección 2020-2023 includes 120 
works by the artist among which is 
the cubist sculpture Copa de absenta 
(1914) and the painting Susana y Los 
Ancianos (1955). www.museopicasso-
malaga.org. 

Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. Until 13 September 9.30 - 

2.30pm. 7 - 9pm Tuesday to Friday. 

9.30am - 9pm Saturday and Sunday. 

During a brief stay in a sanatorium, 
Henri Toulouse - Lautrec created 39 
drawings in crayon about the circus. 
These works were conserved after his 
death by his friend Maurice Joyant 
and reproduced in two stages using a 
photographic  technique in 1905 and 
1931. The reproductions were bound 
in two folders entitled Au Cirque. 
Thirty-nine prints of these drawings 
are on display in the museum until 13 
September.  

Pepa Caballero 
MALAGA. Until 12 September. Estu-

dio de Ignacio del Río, C/Lorenzo 29. 
The exhibition consists of colourful 
paintings by the late Granada artist 
Pepa Caballero.  

Museo Revello    
MALAGA. Closed Mondays. C/Afligi-

dos. 
Félix Revello de Toro is a distin-
guished Malaga artist. Around 117 of 
his works are on display in the 
museum which regularly holds work-
shops and art classes for children and 
adults etc. More information 
call:952062069 or email: museorev-
ellodetoro@gmail.com 

Sueños Etiopes 
MALAGA. Until 4 September, Cultural 

Exhibition Space, Malaga City Hall. 

Twenty photographs taken by Cris-
tina Muñoz Gaspar, volunteer for the 
Findación Harena, capture the youth 
of a Muketuri, small town in Ethiopia. 

Ángeles Caídas 
MALAGA. Until 20 September, 

Archivo Municipal, Alameda Principal, 

23. 

Artists Paco Aguilar, Pilar Bandres, 
David Burbano, Carmen Campos, 
Pablo Caro Revidiego, Juanjo Fuen-
tes, Isabel Garnelo, María Gkaliata, 
Julia Holtman, Mister Kaikus, Ismael 
Kachtihi, Roy Laguna, Marta O Nils-
son., Eryk Pall, Cayetano Romero, 
Javier Roz, Tina Sánchez, Sara Sara-
bia, Cristina Savage and Marta Troya 

have collaborated to present this 
exhibition of their work which 
includes canvases, ceramics, videos 
and photographs. 

Enrique Brinkmann 
MALAGA. Until 5 January, 2021. Casa 

Gerald Brenan, Calle Torremolinos. 
Artist Enrique Brinkmann has an exhi-
bition of 12 of his works entitled 
Estrellas para Brenan, Obra Gráfica, a 
personal tribute to the writer. Brink-
mann has exhibited in the MOMA  in 
New York as well as many other 
museums and art galleries around the 
world. 

18X2. Coleccionismo 
Institucional de Málaga 
ANTEQUERA. Until 30 September. 

Tues - Sun 10am - 2pm and 7pm - 

9.30pm. MAD, C/Diego Ponce 12.  
The exhibition unites 36 works from 
the Diputación de Málaga and the 
Fundación Unicaja collections.  

Francisco Martín Molina 
NERJA. Monday to Saturday 

10.30am - 2.30pm. C/Pintada 27.  
The exhibition of art by Francisco 
Martín Molina has re opened to the 
public. More information on Face-
book: Exposición Francisco Martín 
Calle Pintada. 

Painted satellite dishes 
ALMUÑÉCAR. Until 31 August. The 

facade of the Town Hall. 
Members of Arte Sur Almuñécar are 
displaying 15 satellite dishes which 
they have decoratively painted and 
have suspended from the facade of 
the town hall. 

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

Al Fresco 

LA CALA DE MIJAS. Plaza del Bule-

var. Free. 
15 August, 9.30pm. IV Festival Inter-
nacional de Folclore. 
22 August, 9.30pm. The Skafeinados 
play the greatest Ska and Reggae 
hits. 
29 August, 9.30pm. Adriana ‘La 
Pimienta’, flamenco fusion. 

Zarzuela 
MALAGA. 15 August, 8.45pm. The 

English Cemetery. 10€. 
The Malaga tenor Rodrigo Domín-
guez, soprano Elena Ramos and pian-
ist Tania Moya, will offer 40 minutes 
of some of the best known works of 
Spanish operetta. www.cementerio-
inglesmalaga 

European Youth Orchestra, The 
Malaga Concert 
MALAGA. 17 August, 8.30pm. Teatro 

Cervantes.24€. 
Directed by Pablo Heras-Casado, the 
orchestra will play pieces by Henry 
Purcell, Aaron Copeland, Igor Strav-
insky and Ludwig van Beethoven. The 
Malaga Concert forms part of the 
European Music Gallery Festival 
2020. Tickets: www.teatrocervan-
tes.com 

Moraga Sound 
MALAGA. Until 30 August. Auditorio 

Playa Virginia, Auditorio Parque 

Héroes de la Batalla de Teatinos, 

Skate Park Rubén Alcántara, Auditorio 

Eduardo Ocón.  
A series of concerts and dance per-
formances including flamenco, funk, 
rock, jazz, hip hop, punk, folk, Indie 
and reggae organised by Malaga 
town hall. http://www.malaga.eu/ 

Municipal band  
ESTEPONA. Every Sunday in August, 

9pm. Plaza del Reloj. 
To celebrate the 80th anniversary of 
the Banda Municipal de Música de 
Estepona there will be a concert 
every Sunday in the square. 

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra 
MALAGA.   
16 August, 12pm.  Museo de Málaga.  
Proyecto Daseín will perform Arnold 
Bax’s The Trío Elegiaco (flute, harp 
and viola); Bohuslav Martinu’s duet 
for violin and cello; André Jolivet’s 
Petite Suite for flute, viola and harp 
and Joseph Jongen’s Concert a Cinq 
for flute, viola, cello violin and harp.   

Málaga Inquieta 
MALAGA. Until 16 August. Plaza de 

Toros La Malagueta.  
More than 50 Malaga musicians will 
participate in a series of 10 concerts 
in the bull ring including Pasión Vega, 
La Mari from Chambao and La trini-
dad Airbag.  Entry is free but by 
ticket: www.malagaentradas.com  

Starlite Festival 
MARBELLA. Until 29 August. Nagüe-

les quarry.  
A shortened version of the festival 
this year with many of the original 
stars booked such as Tom Jones, 
Lionel Richie and Bonnie Tyler re-
scheduled for 2021. Doors open at 
8pm, concerts start at 10pm. Tickets 
and information: Ticketmaster and El 
Corte Inglés. 
15 August. Renowned flamenco 
dancer Sara Baras. 
18 August. The voice of Latin pop, 
David Bisbal. 
21 August. Flamenco singer Miguel 
Poveda. 
22 August. Spanish pop - rock star 
Luz Casal. 
26 August. Spanish pop legend 
Melendi. 

Marenostrum 
FUENGIROLA. Until 5 September. 
Castillo Sohail.  
The Marenostrum ‘Edición Limitada’ 
festival offers more than 35 musical, 
cabaret and comedy performances. 
Find more information at 
https://marenostrumfuengirola.com/ 

Tango Malaga 2020 

MALAGA. 18, 19 September. Teatro 

Echegaray. 15€. 
Osvaldo Jiménez and Proyecto 
Tamgú perform classic tango music 
and dance. www.teatroechegaray.es 
or www.unientradas.es Call: 952 

076262. 

La Costa de la Música 
MARBELLA. Saturdays 10pm until 29 

August. Auditorio del Parque de la 

Constitución. 5€. 
The series of concerts include per-
formances by África G.Project, Mar-
cos Grimaldi & E-Gipsy, Pilar Esteban 
‘LaPili’, Eneko Alberdi and la No Solo 
Blues Band, La Negra Mayté and 
Delola. Tickets:www.entradas.com/, 
at the box office (Tues-Sat 7-10pm) 
or call: 902646289 

Alhautor Festival 
ALHAURÍN DE LA TORRE.  14, 15, 21 

August and 11 September. Finca El 

Portón.  
Eight concerts by Spanish musicians 
including El Kanka, Arco and Annie B. 
Places are limited. Tickets on the 
webpages Oh Salvaje and King Ocio 
as well as from post offices. 
https://ohsalvaje.com/conciertos/ 

Carmen Linares  
GRANADA. 15 August, 10pm. Teatro 

de Generalife. 35€. 
Joining Carmen Linares in an evening 
of flamenco and copla are Arcángel 
and Marina Heredia. 

THEATRE AND DANCE 

Lorca y Granada  
LOS JARDINES DEL GENERALIFE. 
Until 29 August. 
With the Manuel Liñán dance com-
pany. For more information, tickets 
etc: https://www.juntadeandalu-
cia.es/cultura/lorcaygranada/ 

Magical Nights at La Concepción 
MALAGA. El Jardín Botánico La Con-

cepción. 
15, 22 August, 4, 11 September, 

9.30pm. Theatrical presentation of 
“Jardín Botánico: El origen” which 
explains the history of the gardens 
(in Spanish). 18€ adults, 15€ conces-
sions. Guided nocturnal visits 14, 21, 
27 August, 3, 10, 17 September from 
9.30pm for 7.50€.  
Reservations: 951926180. 

CHARITY 

A night of music and comedy 
SOTOGRANDE. 15 August, from 

7pm. Centro Comercial Sotomarket, 

Local 3C. 15€. 
The event is to raise money for the 

Brinkmann, Casa Gerald Brenan  

Ángeles Caídas, Malaga

Skafeinados, La Cala Mijas
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charities Fate Foods, Free Meals On 

Wheels, Feeding The Community and 

ADANA. Free drink and tapa. Reser-

vations: 603226099  

Concert for Cruz Roja 
BENALMÁDENA. 29 August, 6pm. 

Municipal Auditorium. 20€. 

A five-hour Festival of Legends con-

cert to raise funds for the Cruz Roja 

(Red Cross). Features tributes to Bon 

Jovi, Frank Sinatra, The Beatles, Neil 

Diamond, Queen, The Bee Gees, Elvis 

and Tina Turner. Bar and food. Lim-

ited seating. Tickets: El Corte Ingles 

and Eventbrite or call 609488572. 

www.thefestivaloflegends.com 

ACE Charity Golf Tournament 
LA CALA DE MIJAS. 13 September, 

Miraflores Golf Club. 

Texas Scramble format, teeing-off at 

8.27am. The Tournament will be fol-

lowed by a two-course lunch with 

live entertainment and a Charity Raf-

fle. Fees are 80€ per player (includes 

green fee, buggy, lunch). Non players 

25€ for lunch. Reservations:  

pr.spain@ace-charity.org or 

call:606145359 / 647 647671. 

VISITS / ATTRACTIONS 

Guided tour of the Cemetery 

MALAGA. 4 September, 5pm. The 

English Cemetery. 6€. 

Visit the first Protestant cemetery on 

mainland Spain and discover the sto-

ries hidden behind the gate of Aven-

ida de Pries, 1. https://cementerioin-

glesmalaga 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last minute time 

changes. lunchtime and late night 

screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es 

Military Wives : 20.00 (Tues). 

The Secret Garden: 18.15 (Tues). 

Nekrotronic: 22.20 (Tues). 

Inception: 21.00 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

Military Wives: 19.30 (Tues). 

The Secret garden: 22.25 (Tues). 

Inception: 21.00 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

Military Wives: 20.05(Tues). 

Color Out Of Space: 22.00(Tues). 

The Secret Garden: 22.20(Tues). 

Inception: 20.45 (Tues). 

The Way Back: 22.10 (Tues). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com 

Military Wives: 17.30, 19.45, 22.00. 

Sabrina: 22.00 (Thurs). 

The Peanut Butter Falcon: 19.00. 

Cinesur Miramar 
FUENGIROLA. Avda de la 

Encarnación. Tel: 952198600. 

Scooby: 18.00. 

The Hunt: 17.40. 

Madame Butterfly (Sidney Opera 

House): 21.00 (Tues). 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

Madame Butterfly : 21.00 (Tues).

The Purple Revolution is 
a live stage show and 
musical tribute to the 
life, showmanship and 
the pure musical genius 
of Prince 

TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. The Salon Vari-
etés Theatre in Fuengirola is 
to host a tribute show to one 
of the most flamboyant pop 
stars in the history of mod-
ern music. The Purple Revo-
lution is a live stage show 
and musical tribute to the 
life, showmanship and the 
pure musical genius of 
Prince, widely regarded as 
one of the greatest musicians 
of his generation. 

Thomas Henry is consid-
ered one of Europe’s best 
Prince tribute acts and, 
along with his band, he 
recreates Prince’s most 
popular music from hit 
albums like Purple Rain, 
Sign of The Times and Dia-
monds and Pearls. Thomas 
has been recreating the 
music of Prince for more 
than 15 years. His incredible 
vocal range reproduces the  

far-reaching falsetto voice 
that made Prince one of the 
biggest selling musicians of 
all time. The spectacular 
stage show, which offers all 
the energy, pizzazz and 
charisma of the real thing, 
has been applauded by both 
critics and fans alike.  

Tickets for the concerts, 

which will take place from 
Thursday 3 until Sunday 6 Sep-
tember, cost 18 euros and must 
be reserved by telephone 
(952474542) from Monday to 
Friday between 11:00 and 
14:30. 

Masks are obligatory in the 
theatre and full social distanc-
ing measures will be in place.

Thomas Henry will bring his Prince tribute show to Fuengirola.  SUR        

Tribute to one of the most 
flamboyant pop stars in the 
history of modern music 

Proyecto Tamgú, Teatro Echegaray
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This specialist says he and 
his team are seeing more 
patients with skin 
problems caused by 
masks, and warns that “a 
good mask is no use at all if 
it isn’t used properly”  

ANA PÉREZ-BRYAN 

MALAGA. The scientific commu-
nity generally agrees that masks 
are essential to prevent the trans-
mission of coronavirus, and so 
do politicians and most people. 
However, it is also the case that 
prolonged or incorrect use, com-
bined with previous skin condi-
tions, can cause problems. Dr Le-
andro Martínez, the director of 
the Dermatology Clinical Man-
agement Unit at the Regional Hos-
pital, discusses these matters in 
this interview.   

–What did you think of the de-
cision to make masks obligatory 
in Andalucía? 
–It is the main tool to reduce con-
tagion. When two people are 
wearing masks the possibility of 
one infecting another is minimal. 
Keeping a distance and using a 
mask are the only ways to pre-
vent transmission, and if distance 
can’t be maintained then using 
masks is the only other option, 
at least while there is still a high 
probability of contagion, and at 
the moment there is.  
–Do you think they should have 
taken this decision earlier?  
–I think there was a certain logic 
to them doing it when they did. 

When outbreaks start occurring 
you have to step up protective 
measures.  
–Masks protect, but they can also 
damage the skin. What are the 
main problems with them?  
–We are seeing two things. One is 
the consequence of irritation,  
when it harms or damages the 
skin. We’re seeing that in people 
who wear a mask for long periods 
of time and in areas where there 
is most friction, such as the bridge 
of the nose, the ears and some-
times on the cheeks. It is damage 
caused by rubbing, just like a shoe 
can rub your foot. It happens be-
cause the mask is not properly 
adjusted, or is worn for a long 
time. In that case, you should use 
a different type of mask or adjust 
the parts that go over the ears so 
they are longer, or put a dressing 
on to protect the nose. Secondly, 
we are seeing that some derma-
tological problems are getting 
worse through wearing a mask, 
bearing in mind three variables 
which are the type of skin, espe-
cially sensitive skin, the type of 
mask, which should be officially 
approved and made with natural 
fabrics, and the time they are 
worn. If I wear a mask for 14 hours 
and I have these conditions, they 
are going to get worse.  
–And what are the conditions 
that get worse? 
–For example acne, especially in 
the area covered by the mask be-
cause it creates a hot and damp 
ambience; processes similar to 
acne such as rosacea, which is 
characterised by the apparition 
of pustules and red blotches; or 

very common processes such as  
seborrheic dermatitis, which af-
fects the areas at the side of the 
nose. Also periorial dermatitis, 
around the mouth.  
–Why do they get worse? 
–Undoubtedy because of the oc-
clusion caused by the mask, that 
dampness. That gets even worse  
when the mask itself gets damp 
and we have to keep wearing it. 
And also bear in mind that we are 
in a process where everybody has 
been subjected to stress to a 
greater or lesser extent, and all 
these dermatological problems 

get worse with stress.  
–Have you noticed an increase 
in consultations?  
–Yes, there has been, and that is 
strange because sometimes the 
patients are a bit disorientated 
and when you show them what 
the problem is they say they 
should have realised it would be 
the mask.  
–And what solution is there, be-
cause we have to wear masks?  
–You have to choose a breathable 
mask made in the most natural 
fabric possible, but you also have 
to know how to use it properly. 
The same thing occurs with sun 
creams, they are no use if they 
are not used properly. Masks have 
to be washed regularly if that is 
possible, not just left anywhere, 
and you have to care for your skin. 
When you get home, before go-
ing to bed, you need to be a bit 
more meticulous than normal 
about cleaning your skin. It has 
to be clean and hydrated if the 
mask isn’t going to damage it. And 
of course if you have dermatitis 
or another problem, you have to 
treat it to get rid of it.  
–Do masks affect the part of the 
face they cover?  
–Of course, in fact one general 
piece of advice is that you 
shouldn’t use make-up on that 
part of the face, or at least choose 
oil-free make up so it doesn’t cre-
ate an occlusive effect, because 
you have to remember that if you 
put make-up on, cream and then 
the mask, that creates occlusion. 
People with sensitive or reactive 
skin, or with an existing problem, 
have to be careful.  
 –What about lipstick? 
–I haven’t actually seen many 
problems caused by lipstick, be-
cause nowadays most tend to hy-

drate and that’s a good thing. 
–In skin conditions such as la-
bial herpes, do the masks pro-
tect or affect them?  
–In this case the mask can actu-
ally be a good thing because one 
of the things that triggers labial 
herpes in the summer is the sun, 
and the mask protects against 
that.  
–Masks made out of different 
materials and patterns are be-
coming popular. Do people need 
to be careful with those?  
–You should always used officially 
approved masks, although it all 
depends on what you are looking 
for. If you want a ‘hygienic’ fab-
ric mask, which most of these de-
signer ones are, and you want to 
look after your skin because you 
are going to be wearing a mask 
for a long time, it should be made 
with the most natural materials 
possible. It is best to avoid syn-
thetic fabrics  and keep an eye on 
how the skin reacts when it comes 
into contact with the mask.   
–What about children? Their 
skin is normally more delicate.  
–I think about ‘atopic’ children 
the most. In their case it is best 
to use masks made from natural 
fabrics and hydrate the area well 
with a light cream, although that 
is good advice for all of us. It’s not 
a bad idea to put a little cream on 
before the mask, but always let-
ting it be absorbed first.  
–Do hand sanitisers also cause 
problems?  
–Yes, there are people who are 
washing their hands excessively 
or using too much hydroalcoholic 
gel, and that can cause damage 
to the lipid mantel which protects 
the skin. You need to use gels 
which don’t have a high alcohol 
content and use cream after 
washing your hands. Oh, and dry 
them very well too, because the 
damp can cause irritative derma-
titis. In fact, we are seeing more 
problems and lesions to the hands 
from hydroalcoholic gels and 
compulsive hand-washing than 
those associated with the mask 
and damage to the face.  

 Leandro Martínez   Director of 
Dermatology at the Regional Hospital

Leandro Martínez.  SUR

“Skin needs to be clean and hydrated 
so the mask doesn’t cause damage”

QUOTE

TRANSMISSION 

“When two people 
are wearing masks, 
the possibility of 
contagion is 
minimal”
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Despite the intense heat, 
a dedicated Belgian 
athlete completed the 
challenge to reach the 
peaks of eight of Malaga’s 
highest mountains in aid 
of AEFAT 

TONY BRYANT
 

MALAGA. Ultra-runner Jennifer 
Lewinski has recently completed 
a gruelling challenge in order to 
raise funds for AEFAT, a non-
profit association that is made 
up of families and friends of pa-
tients with ataxia telangiectasia 
(AT). 

Despite the intense heat, the 
dedicated Belgian athlete com-
pleted the challenge to reach the 
peaks of eight of Malaga’s high-
est mountains in as many days. 
These included Los Reales, El 
Grajo, Ciclo, Chamizo, Lucero, 
Navachica and Torrecilla. Jen-
nifer, who now lives in Malaga, 
was accompanied by a group of 
runners from several provinces 
of Spain for the final challenge 
at La Maroma, the highest peak 
in the Sierra Tejeda (Axarquía).   

The objective of the challenge, 
held between 1 and 8 August, was 
to raise money to adapt the com-
puters of 30 children so that they 
can continue their education at 
home to protect them from con-
tacting the coronavirus.  

The project, which will be de-
veloped by specialist company 
BJ Adaptaciones, will cost ap-
proximately 30,000 euros. At the 
time of going to press, AEFAT 
were still waiting to confirm the 

final total Jennifer had raised. 
AT is a disease that usually 

appears in early childhood and 
it affects the functions of differ-
ent organs and causes the in-
ability to coordinate movements. 
Sufferers are among those con-
sidered to be at high risk of con-
tracting the coronavirus. 

Jennifer, who was introduced 
to AEFAT during the Zurich 
Marathon in Malaga, told SUR 
in English that she was a little 
concerned about the challenge, 

but that she had succeeded 
through sheer determination.   

“I am passionate about sport 
and I wanted to contribute my 
grain of sand to help these young 
people. I was afraid I wouldn’t 
complete the challenge.  

“The heat and tiredness ac-
cumulated over eight days in a 
row was harsh, but the motiva-
tion of the cause and the sup-
port I received during these days 
was greater than that,” Jennifer 
said.

Gruelling challenge helps 
ensure that children with a rare 
disease can study at home

Belgian athlete Jennifer Lewinski at one of her summits.  SUR
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Throughout our lives we 
will spend the equivalent 
of a year in bed with a 
cold. A whole year! Which 
is why we can say that the 
rhinovirus, which causes 
colds, is one of the most 
‘successful’ viruses. Its 
symptoms are even de-
scribed in the oldest 
medical tract - the Ebers 
papyrus - written in Egypt 
3,500 years ago. In An-
cient Greece, Hippocrates 
attributed colds to varia-
tions in mood, and at the 
beginning of the last cen-
tury they thought they 
were caused by early 
morning walks. As Carl 
Zimmer explains, even 
though this virus is very 
simple - it has ten genes 
per unit compared with 
the 20,000 of human be-
ings - “even today we still 
have no cure for the com-
mon cold”.  
 

On occasions, there is an 
unpleasant encounter in 
our bodies: two different 
flu viruses coincide in the 
same cell and, sometimes, 
end up mixed together. 
“This is the viral version 
of sex,” says Carl Zimmer. 
What is the result? Well, 
the same as when two 
people conceive a baby: 
their genes mix and result 
in another ‘creature’ with 
its very own characteris-
tics. This means the flu 
achieves “a new viral dis-
guise”, and the immune 
system of humans is not 
prepared to repel it. As 
Zimmer explains, flu and 
its resources follow us 
around but are ahead of 
us in many ways. The only 
thing we know for certain 
is the origin: “It comes 
from birds, which are car-
riers of all the known 
strains of the human flu 
virus,” he says.  
 

We hear the word ‘virus’ 
and immediately think of 
disease, but in fact many 
of them help us to over-
come illnesses. At the be-
ginning of the last cen-
tury, before antibiotics 
were discovered in the 
1930s, a Canadian mili-
tary doctor, Félix d’Her-
elle, discovered there 
were viruses which ate 
bacteria (in his case he 
tested this with the 
Shiguella, which is re-
sponsible for dysentery); 
in other words they are  
bacteriophage, known as 
‘phages’ for short. He suc-
cessfully tried the ‘phages’ 
with other conditions 
caused by bacteria, and 
even created medications. 
“The idea of using living 
viruses as medicine con-
cerned many doctors at 
the time,” says Zimmer, 
and when antibiotics ap-
peared on the scene the 
use of phages decreased. 
However, everything is re-
versible... since 2008 
‘phages’ have been pro-
grammed à la carte to 
‘kill’ certain bacteria.  
 

Some studies estimate 
that every litre of sea wa-
ter contains as many as a 
billion viruses. The fig-
ures are quite startling. 
But this has not been 
known for very long. Until 
the 1980s it was believed 
that the viruses in sea wa-
ter came from waste from 
the land. “These figures 
don‘t mean that swim-
ming in the ocean means 
a death sentence. Only a 
minute fraction of these 
viruses can infect hu-
mans,” says Zimmer, reas-
suringly. Their ‘victims’ 
are usually fish, marine 
animals and, above all, 
bacteria and single cell 
microbes. Their task is 
‘good’: “They determine 
the ecology of the oceans, 
leaving their mark on the 
Earth’s global climatology 
and they have been play-
ing a crucial role in the 
evolution of life for thou-
sands of years.” So do we 
feel a bit better about 
them now? And how can 
such tiny things do that? 
For example, photosyn-
thesis genes have been 
found in the viruses them-
selves. “An approximate 
calculation is that about 
ten per cent of all photo-
syntheseses are carried 
out with viral genes,” says 
Zimmer. 
 

There are thousands of vi-
ruses in the human ge-
nome. They are not just 
something we ‘catch’ out-
side. And some of them, 
like the Phoenix, infected 
humans - or entered them 
- more than a million 
years ago. And some are 
even older: there is a type 
of retrovirus (ERV-L) pre-
sent in us which has a 
fundamental importance 
in the formation of the 
placenta. It is believed it 
infected an ancestor com-
mon to all mammals 100 
million years ago. “If they 
removed our genes which 
derive from viruses, we 
would die in the uterus,”  
says Zimmer. 
 

 Ten things you don’t know about viruses.  
They are the Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde of the 
planet; they can be deadly, but are also vital

 
Common cold, the 
most successful virus  

‘Sex’ between flu 
viruses 

 
They can also cure!

 
The ocean...? 
Full of viruses (good 
ones)  

We are alive thanks 
to viruses
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Viruses are super-survi-
vors. They find ways to 
mutate, hide, jump from 
species to species... so in 
most cases humans have 
had to settle for trying to 
cope with their effects. 
With one exception: the 
smallpox virus, “which in 
the last 3,000 years may 
have killed more people 
than any other illness on 
Earth,” says Carl Zimmer. 
It is the only human virus 
to have been eradicated. 
Smallpox, which causes 
respiratory problems and 
repulsive pustules, devas-
tated many countries in 
ancient times: every time 
it reached somewhere 
new, it was like a massa-
cre. In Iceland it killed 
20,000 of the 70,000 in-
habitants in the year 
1241, and when it reached 
the New World at the 
hands of the Spanish, it is 
estimated that it ended 
the lives of 90 per cent of 
the indigenous population 
of Central America in a 
few decades, a type of 
“biological weapon” from 
the invaders. After several 
trial and error processes 
and a type of vaccine cre-
ated in the 18th century, 
the World Health Organi-
sation started to vaccinate 
in 1965, creating a ‘fire-
break’ until the virus was 
beaten. The last case oc-
curred in Ethiopia in 
1977. With other illnesses, 
such as malaria, similar 
attempts failed. And polio 
has almost been eradi-
cated, but is still present 
in some countries.  

Aids, caused by the hu-
man immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV), had spent 
more than half a century 
infecting people “se-
cretly” when the first 
cases were detected in 
1980 and 1981 in Los An-
geles, says Carl Zimmer. 
After being discovered, it 
infected 60 million people 
all over the world. Half of 
them died. Scientists were 
going crazy. Where had 
this virus come from? “It 
took them three decades 
of searching for traces of 
the origins of HIV. The 
first clues came from sick 
monkeys,” says Zimmer. 
And it seems that the vi-
rus had ‘jumped’ between 
species several times be-
fore adapting for humans, 
as a new guest. The re-
searchers, engaging in  
scientific archaeology and 
delving into mysterious 
deaths in the past, came 
to the conclusion that in 
the previous decades 
there had been victims of 
variations of HIV (they 
analysed stored samples), 
such as a patient in Kin-
shasa in 1959. 
“By the time the scientific 
community officially rec-
ognised the existence of 
HIV the virus had already 
reached the category of a 
hidden global catastro-
phe,” says Zimmer.   
 
 
 

“In the summer of 1999 
the ravens began to die.” It 
sounds like the start of a 
horror story. That is how 
the West Nile virus ar-
rived in the USA. It was al-
ready known in Asia, 
Europe and Africa. The re-
searchers found it in 
many species of birds... 
but how did it spread to 
humans? It did so thanks 
to a very effective vehicle: 
mosquitos. Sixty-two spe-
cies of that insect can 
carry the imported virus, 
and contagion is difficult 
to prevent:it doesn’t even 
need people to be near 
others to become ill with 
this type of encephalitis. 
According to the experts, 
the future will give wings 
to the viruses transmitted 
by mosquitos, because it 
will be hotter and more 
humid than at present, an 
ideal habitat for these in-
sect transmitters.  
 

There has been a relation-
ship between humans and 
animals in the transmis-
sion of viruses which 
cause epidemics in nearly 
every serious outbreak in 
recent years. Ebola, for 
example, is present in 
bats, who then transmit it 
to gorillas and chimpan-
zees, and it is only a small 
leap from them to us. In 
2013 it devastated Africa 
and spread to the West. 
And from the coronavirus 
family, SARS (Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome) also originated in 
bats, which passed it to 
civets, commonly found in 
Chinese markets. That 
was early in the year 
2000. Ten years later 
there was another corona-
virus, MERS (Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome) 
which originated in... Afr-
can bats! How did that 
happen? The bats trans-
mitted it to camels in 
North Africa, which are 
exported to the Middle 
East. 
 

Given the origin of the 
most recent major pan-
demics, the scientific 
community proposes “an-
ticipating” and searching 
for pieces of genetic mate-
rial of potentially lethal vi-
ruses in animals before 
they jump to humans. 
“But the fact that we live 
on a planet of viruses 
makes this a massive 
task,” says Zimmer. Scien-
tists from the University 
of Columbia, for example, 
captured 133 rats in New 
York “and discovered 18 
new species of virus, very 
closely linked with hu-
mans”. And in India they 
have found 55 unknown 
viruses in flying foxes. 

I n just a very few months, most 
of us have done an accelerated 
master’s degree in viruses. We 

now talk about infections, incuba-
tion periods, immunity and anti-
bodies in the same way we used to 
talk about the weather.  

It seems we have acquired a lit-
tle of the general culture, but vi-
ruses (especially the coronavirus 

which has caused this pandemic) 
are still great unknowns even for 
scientists. Every now and then a 
new one occurs, like SARS-CoV2, 
which leaves them astounded and 
obliges them to untangle its se-
crets in record time because it is 
so lethal.  

But it is not easy to de-code them 
and find a way to combat them. In 
fact, the only virus that affects hu-
mans which has been eradicated 
has been smallpox - until now con-
sidered the greatest killer of hu-
manity - and HIV continues to be a 
challenge for researchers. How-
ever, as the renowned scientist Carl 

Zimmer says in his book A Planet 
of Viruses, which was published 
in 2011 and has now been re-re-
leased with new information - “vi-
ruses are exquisitely lethal, but 
they have also conceded to the 
world some of their most relevant 
innovations”.  

Because viruses lead to illnesses, 
indeed, but there is another aspect 
of which most people are hardly 
aware. Here are some of the se-
crets and curiosities about this de-
ceptively primitive form of life, 
which show that “creation and de-
struction are going hand in hand 
once again”.   

 
Smallpox, the only,  
virus to have been 
eradicated by man  

Aids had been with 
us for 50 years

 
Birds and 
mosquitos...  
flying viruses  

Jumping from 
species to species  
as far as humans

 
Look for them  in 
animals

SOLANGE VÁZQUEZ
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Two grapes, Moscatel and Pe-
dro Ximénez, were the eco-
nomic engine of an entire 

province. Until 1878, when the 
phylloxera plague devastated the 
112,000 hectares of vineyards that 
covered more than a seventh of 
Malaga’s surface area, its excep-
tional raisins and wines reached 
every corner of the planet. Today, 
Malaga’s vineyards occupy a total 
of 4,000 hectares, of which barely 
700 are used for Muscatel and PX, 
and not only for traditional wines, 
but also for whites under the Sier-
ras de Malaga DO and sparkling 
wines. 

In recent years, Andalusian 
wines have been winning over oe-
nologists, sommeliers and con-
sumers, and yet many of the his-
toric Malaga wines are still await-
ing the recognition that the natu-
rally sweet ones have already 
achieved. These are oenological 
jewels whose image has been dam-
aged by fraudulent imitations and 
sometimes by packaging that is 
too focused on typology and does 
not do justice to the quality of the 
content.  

SUR has met with three experts 
to take a look at these wines. José 
Manuel Moreno Ferreiro is the sec-
retary of the Regulating Council 
that today groups together the 
Málaga appellation (created in 
1932, one of the oldest in Spain), 

Sierras de Málaga (set up in 2001 
to regulate red, white and rosé 
wines) and Pasas de Málaga. Paco 
García, director of El Lago (Mar-
bella, 1 Michelin star), is one of the 
sommeliers who is helping with 
the promotion of these wines by 
including a select section on the 
menu of his restaurant. 

 Francis García López, apart 
from having grown up in the now 
defunct Gomara family winery, is 
a wine representative and tasting 
organiser. 

 “Málaga is and has always been 
an oenological laboratory, and one 

of its singularities is that Málaga 
wines are not only about 

grapes and terroir, but 
also about blends; the 

use, in certain cases, 
of over-ripe or 
raisined grapes; the 
addition or not of 
winery products 
such as syrup; and, 
finally, the ageing 

process. This leads to 
a very complex classi-

fication. We have 19 le-
gally recognised types of 

wine. In Montilla there are 12, 
in Jerez, 11. Preserving this 
uniqueness is our battle,” says José 
Manuel Moreno. Paco García adds: 
“It is a world as exciting as it is laby-
rinthine”.  

Broadly speaking, traditional 

Malaga wines can be either base 
or blend wines. The base wines 
(seco, dulce natural, maestro and 
tierno) are used to make different 
blends. To the blends of certain 
types of wine, syrup (boiled must) 
can be added, and the final result 
depends on the ageing process. 
“This means that any Málaga wine  
is a signature wine, because be-
yond the type, the product will al-
ways be determined by the hand 
of the winemaker,” explains Mo-
reno Ferreiro.  

We have chosen a small selec-
tion of these wines. Their names 
are familiar, but we often don’t 
know what they are. We start with 
the Málaga seco wines, great for-
gotten ones that Paco García rec-
ommends for the aperitif. They are 
mostly made with PX, with un-
soaked grapes undergoing total 
fermentation, and depending on 
their age they range from pale yel-
low to amber.  

“They are very versatile; they go 
with everything, and depending 
on their age, I would pair them with 
aperitifs, including salted meats, 
cured cheeses and nuts, but at El 
Lago we serve them with a beet-
root purée,” he says. He adds that 
a dry ‘transañejo’ (more than five 
years old, it’s easier to find them 
in their 20s or older) is “the per-
fect accompaniment to a good 
cured ham, and also a great con-

The richness of colour 
From pale yellow to black, 
Malaga D.O. wines express 

in their range of colours 
their great richness and 

complexity.

Two grapes, 17 wines 
Malaga is the Spanish D.O. 

with the most types of wine 
(17) made from only two 
grapes, Moscatel and PX.

Unique processes 
  The sun-ripened grapes, the 

blending of wine, alcohol 
and syrups are key to the 
uniqueness of the wines

Discover 
some of the 
best wines    
from Malaga

 Unique blends.  SUR 
tastes traditional 
Malaga wines with 
some experts in 
search of ideas on 
how to enjoy them at 
the table

S   Francis García 
López. Organiser of 
tastings and sales 
representative.

ESPERANZA 
PELÁEZ
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Clean or natural?

O
rganic wines arrived 
many years ago, and 
much later the term 

‘natural’ became common cur-
rency. Poor man’s organic with-
out certification procedures, 
but to show that pesticides and 
additives were not used, period. 

So, what are we to make of 
the newest buzzword, ‘clean 
wine’? Film actress Cameron 
Díaz started the trend by jump-
ing on the same bandwagon as 
the Clean Food and Clean Eat-
ing movements. The actress’s 
own product, Avaline Catalun-
yan white, is certified as or-
ganically cultivated and free 
from ‘unnecessary extras.’ Her 
pitch is that ‘most wines con-
tain colour enhancers, pre-
servatives, chemical stabilis-
ers, added sugar, acid, etc’. And 
many indeed do.  

Cheap American reds are 
bolstered with grape concen-
trates to provide more colour 
and sweetness. There is no le-
gal definition of natural wine, 
and it exists because it is an-
nounced as such. Now-retired 
wine critic Robert Parker 
called natural wine an ‘unde-
fined scam’. 

A French study showed that 
90% of wines contained traces 
of pesticides, and although 

only 3% of agricultural land is 
down to vines, 20% of all pesti-
cides are bought by wineries.  

Would the drinker be better 
protected if ingredients were 
listed on labels, (as is obligatory 
with food products)? The re-
sponse is that wine is not an in-
dustrial product and is made by 
an artisan process that can vary 
from one batch to another. The 
big boys may have no trouble 
listing ingredients, but it would 
be a nightmare for small pro-
ducers to have to update labels 
every now and again. So, as 
the Spanish say, ‘es lo que hay’, 
take it or leave it.

ANDREW J. LINN 

Pedro Luenga Monyilla Moriles  

The Montilla Moriles wine region 
is disrespectfully referred to as 
where second-rate ‘sherry’ is 
made. Firstly, the wine is not 
sherry, even though the produc-
tion process is similar, nor is 
there anything second rate about 
it. Indeed, in 
this area they 
are way ahead of 
Jerez in produc-
ing organic 
wines. Around 7 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

versation wine”. Francis García in-
vites you to drink them with des-
serts made with dried fruit, and to 
use them in the kitchen to light up 
meaty rice dishes. 

The Maestro wine is another 
unique to Malaga. It is a sweet wine 
obtained after a very slow and in-
complete fermentation, because 
before it starts, the must is headed; 
that is to say, wine alcohol is added. 
Just like the naturally sweet, it is 
fruity and pale and fresh in colour. 
Paco García recommends it with 
chilled  soups. Francis, with soft 
cheeses, pâtés and foiegras. 

We enter the field of blended 
wines with the pajarete. It is a 
sweet wine (headed with alcohol) 
with a minimum aging of two years, 
golden to dark amber color, and to 
which syrup can never be added. 
The regulations of the D.O. Málaga 
give so many possibilities of mak-
ing it that inevitably the pajarete 
of each winery has its own person-
ality. It can have the aromas of figs, 
honey, raisins, caramel, biscuits... 
What goes with it? Francis García 
is forceful: “I love it with Ensalada 
Malagueña and cod dishes.” Paco 
García recommends it for oily blue 
fish: sardines, tuna, mackerel. 

And what is a Malaga dulce? 
Well, it is a sweet liqueur wine, 
made from Muscat or PX grapes, 
with syrup added to give colour 
and aroma. In the Málaga dulce 
the colour is used in the commer-

cial name. From ‘rojo dorado’ if it 
has up to 5%  syrup, to ‘negro’ or 
‘dunkel’ with more than 15% syrup. 
The syrup can be made by direct 
heat or bain-marie and in  different 
concentrations. It provides com-
plex aromas: coffee, chocolate, 
smoked foods, liquorice, caramel, 
pineapple, strawberry. Paco García 
recommends taking advantage of 
these nuances in chocolate des-
serts ( although these wines are a 
dessert in themselves), or with 
powerful blue cheeses. Francis 
García challenges us to try them 
accompanying stews, “even now 
in summer, lentil salads”, but also 
in the company of fruit: “Pineap-
ple, melon, watermelon”. And in 
the kitchen, both the Malaga dulce  
and the pajaretes are recom-
mended for pigs’ cheek stews or 
meat with sauces. 

We finish this short tour with 
transañejos, dry or sweet wines 
with added alcohol, aged for over 
five years. Several wineries have 
transañejos of 35 to 40 years, at 
prices well below their value. The 
characteristic of these Malaga 
wines is the freshness that they 
preserve thanks to the acidity of 
the grape. “These are impressive 
wines, I’d enjoy them in an after-
dinner setting,” says Paco García. 
Francis García dares to recom-
mend them with an oxtail stew. 
Don’t miss out: try it, experiment, 
we have treasures within our reach.

Paco García, manager at El Lago. 

Moreno Ferreiro, connoisseur.

Classification 
  Malaga wines are classified 
according to the blends, the 
colour of the syruped wines 

and the ageing time

Unique wines 
The limited production and 
the influence of the wine 
maker make these wines 

affordable jewels.

DANIEL MALDONADO
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While some players 
are expected to be 
leaving soon, there 
were no absences on 
the first day back at 
La Rosaleda for 
Covid-19 tests 

 

 BORJA GUTIÉRREZ
 

MALAGA. Malaga CF announced on 
Thursday that after tests on the 
first day back at work this week, 
five players tested positive for Co-
vid-19. Without naming the play-
ers in question, the club said that 
they were all well and did not have 
symptoms. 

Activity at the club got back un-
der way as planned at La Rosaleda 
this week. There were few surprises 
when the cars started rolling up at 
the stadium on Wednesday morn-

ing, the only ‘new’ face being Mula, 
back after his half-season loan to 
Alcorcón. The club plans to keep 
Mula for this 2020-21 season, 
which began with the first of two 
Covid-19 tests all players have to 
undergo before they can start train-
ing as a group.  

Initially this will happen at the 
Federación ground on the outskirts 
of the city, as the two pitches at La 
Rosaleda still need to be left a few 
weeks for reseeding to take effect. 

First to arrive on Wednesday 
were the training staff (head coach 
Pellicer was there long before the 
8am start), followed by the play-
ers who, as well as the Covid tests, 

were also given blood tests and had 
their weight and body fat checked. 

None of the players with con-
tracts was missing, with the excep-
tion of José Rodríguez, who started 
his holidays weeks later than eve-
ryone else having been loaned to 
Fuenlabrada. 

One of the players to attract the 
most attention on his arrival was 
Keidi, who is apparently close to 
leaving the club on a transfer. 

All of the players politely refused 
to answer reporters’ questions as 
they entered and left the stadium. 

Inside, each of the players met 
with the coaching team to discuss 
the plans for the coming season 
and the start of training. Sporting 
director, Manolo Gaspar, met with 
some players to inform them of 
the situation of the team, which is 
in drastic need of restructuring.  

There is plenty to be discussed: 
financial issues, with the need to 
balance spending on players; and 
sporting issues, as the Malaga 

Five Covid-19 positives among Malaga players in 
first round of tests before pre-season training

Diego González poses as he leaves La Rosaleda.  ÑITO SALASJuanpi at the temperature check.  ÑITO SALAS

Training sessions with the 
entire team can start after 
two lots of Covid-19 tests 
have been carried out

Cifu, having the Covid PCR swab test.  MÁLAGACF.COM

Mula, back in Malaga after a loan, has a blood test.  MÁLAGACF.COM



August 14th to 20th 2020 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

41 SPORT

G areth Bale used to be a 
footballer who divided 
defences, now he’s a 

man who divides opinion. 
In the opinion of Real Ma-

drid, their manager and sup-
porters, he’s a waste of space 
who is drawing £600,000 euros 
per week for doing very little. 
He needs to be drummed out of 
town as soon as possible. 

In the opinion of his fans 
and representatives, he’s a 
world-class footballer who is 
honouring a contract in a pro-
fessional manner and he’s go-
ing nowhere. 

There’s truth in both of those 
opinions. The Spanish giants 
are no longer getting value for 
money; however that isn’t the 
fault of the Welshman. 

Often footballers are judged 
by their medal haul. Bale’s 
cabinet overflows with four 
Champions League wins, two 
Liga titles and Copa del Rey 
winners medal from the day 
he scored an incredible solo 
goal against the archenemy 
Barcelona.  

His incredible overhead kick 
in 2019 against Liverpool will 
go down as one of the greatest 
European Final goals of all 
time. Given the above facts, he 
should be enjoying legendary 
status at the Bernabéu. 

Yet, Bale is booed whenever 
he plays in front of his home 
fans. Ok, fans aren’t let into the 
ground right now but then 
again Bale isn’t allowed onto 
the pitch either. He’s not fea-
tured in any of the last seven 
games and didn’t even travel to 
Manchester for last week’s final 
game. 

So, what happens next? It’s 
clear that manager Zinedine Zi-

dane won’t include him in his 
plans. The hierarchy need to 
get his €2.4m per month off the 
payroll. It almost happened last 
summer when a deal was 
struck with Chinese Super 
League club Jiangsu Suning. 
Bale wasn’t keen but the wage 
increase to €1 million per week 
was compensation for leaving 
behind his luxurious life in 
Spain. 

When Real halted the deal, 
Bale had no other option; he 
had to stay. The club won the 
league although he only started 
12 of the games and filled his 
latter game days being filmed 
as he made a bandage roll into 
a periscope or fiddled with the 
mandatory face mask. 

Professionally life is tough as 
he sits on the periphery of the 
team. Personally, life is good as 
he lives with his wife and kids 
in a dream villa just a short 
drive away from his beloved 
golf course.  

They use his addiction to golf 
as a club to beat him with. 
Compare this to the destructive 

addictions of many sportsmen 
and he’s almost the model pro. 

Real are undoubtedly going 
to have to take a financial hit if 
they are to free his peg in the 
locker room. They may have to 
pay half, or even all, of his 
wages. 

Bale, the footballer must 
want a challenge and noises 
have been made by pals at Tot-
tenham about him returning 
there. Spurs are notoriously 
prudent so there would have to 
be hard bargaining at board 
room level. I’m not sure any 
other top-level teams would 
want to break the bank for a 31-
year-old. 

So, it looks like a long stand-
off as Bale sits tight and the 
club try to find a solution. 

Expect the TV cameras to 
have a weekly feature during 
matches where they cut away to 
capture the bored Bale play-
fully filling his time as the most 
highly paid spectator, and ama-
teur golfer, of all time. This may 
continue until his contract ex-
pires in summer 2022.

Gareth Bale during a league game last year.  REUTERS

An expensive spectator 
Professionally, life at Real Madrid for Gareth Bale  
is tough; personally, life is good

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

coaches have ruled out several 
of the players still with the club 
from the team for the coming 
season.  

The only player who did offer 
an opinion on Wednesday was 
Tete, who spoke of his impres-
sions of the start of the season to 
the club’s own cameras. 

Tete, who comes from La Línea 
de la Concepción, said that he 
was keen to get back to work. 

He said that it would be 
“strange” to go back one by one 
as they did in May after the lock-
down (they can’t train together 

until the Covid test results have 
been delivered, according to 
LaLiga protocol). 

New start for Femenino 

Malaga’s women’s team also 
went back to work this week, 
training for the first time on 
Wednesday after the health 
checks on Monday.  

While still waiting for a fix-
ture list and dates for the Sec-
ond Division matches (Liga Reto 
Iberdrola) the team will be do-
ing their pre-season training in 
Cártama.

Mula, happy to be back.  ÑITO SALAS

Benkhemassa and Boulahroud went back to work together.  Ñ. SALAS

Keidi, waiting for news of an expected transfer.  ÑITO SALAS
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Inland 

www.casajaruf.es Properties in 
Cadiz 

OWNER sells 130.000+m2 land. 
Casabermeja. 90.000 euros. 
622589518 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

SUPERLUXURY studio. Puerto 
Banús Beach, garden, garage, pool, 
24h. security. 220,000 Eur. 
619099899 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE many clients actively look-
ing for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Cala-
honda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Estepona 

2 PENTHOUSE apartments avail-
able for short term rent. (Avail-
able immediately). Pelican Park 
Benavista. 2 bed, 2 bath. 285Eu-
ros weekly. Paid in full in advance 
+ refundable deposit. Call Joanne 
00447418007069 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM  Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

MARBELLA Banús, 1 or 2 bedroom 
apartments by Marina. Private gar-
den, pools. Long, short term. bra-
voelezovic@gmail.com 
34637439222 

Mijas 

CALAHONDA: Small studio attached 
to villa, large garden, pool. For non-
smoking lady 60/69 years. 285 
Euros. 666666482 

MIJAS Pueblo, central. One bed-
room apartment. Long term. Eur400. 
650192127 

Property Wanted 

ELVIRIA area: Long term apartment 

required min 2 bedrooms/ 2 bath-

rooms. Must have sunny balcony. In 

return for a reasonable rent, couple 

would look after apartment as it 

were their own. No pets and any light 

maintenance taken care of as we are 

particular ourselves and like things 

done right. www.ivor-

boyd@gmail.com 

Swimming Pools1 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according 
your needs. Also, we can turn your 
antic pool into a new pool design. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
+34610502623  

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs, renovations.  Also 
the very latest technology in pool 
heaters, covers, rollers. info@per-
fectpools.es 650348785 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella. 678791495 
sparklenripple@hotmail.com 
www.sparklenripple.ne  

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

Garden 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also 
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es  

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Office: +34711010971/ 
+34600260534 arbolista@spain-
tree.com/  www.spaintree.com 

MULTICOLOR  Malaga. Gardening 
services for communities and indi-
viduals, quality services at special 
prices. Ask for a budget without ob-
ligation. Ciprian 666690904 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists. 
Established 2005. 
634315264//652640871 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH 
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES.   
costadiggers@hotmail.com 
www.costadiggers.com 
678450051 

MASTER  builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com  

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: door, kitchens & furniture. Wall-
papering. Call/Whatsapp: Daniel: 
628066308 www.rainbowpintu-
ras.com 

INTERIOR/ Exterior painting. For 
a quick efficient service call/ 
Whatsapp Ian on 603219176 
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Tiling 

QUALITY Tiling, bathrooms, kitch-
ens, terraces. 20 years on Coast. 
722378582 Vern 

Drain Repairs 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain-tech So-
lutions  

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 expert-
gates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company & 2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178 / 605356469  

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered coast 
and inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199  

POLISH your marble or clean ter-
race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30 
years experience guaranteed work. 
671244683 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com 

 
  

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-

cialist manufactures, installers. 

Highest quality UPVC windows, 

doors, enclosures, persianas. 

Glass replacement fully guaran-

teed. Trade/ public. Showroom. 

952667761/ 680828000  

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803  

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-

ergy & construction. Lowest prices. 

Highest quality. 658277572 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive.  www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287  

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

Cleaning Services 

OVEN cleaning domestic, commer-
cial, professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

General Services 
STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 
Insurance 

Translators 

TRANSLATIONS All languages. 

952028080 Email: info@local-

soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 

952789204. Mobile 654613094. 

sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147  al-
an1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS AND 

STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 

on time. 651081610 
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STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917  

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Trading 
on the Coast since 1978. Spanish 
limited company. Over 300 storage 
containers for household good and 
personal effects.  24hrs security and 
video surveillance. 952470707 
www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Unrivalled 
range of good quality packing ma-
terials for sale: Removal boxes, bub-
ble wrap paper and tape. 952470707 
www.southern.es 

BRITANNIA SOUTHERN Removals 
along the Costa del Sol, throughout 
Spain and Worldwide. Air freight 
and Overseas shipping. 952470707 
www.southern.es 

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655 

WORLDWIDE shipping, door2door 
service. British Removal Company 
SL. www.brcspain.com 
952426463 

MOVING locally? Call 952426463/ 
660563131. Best prices. Fully le-
gal. British Removal Company 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
livieries, clearances. 20 Euros hour 
+ fuel. Steve 602637242 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

FURNITUREwanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071  

QUALITY Bric-a-Brac wanted. Top 
prices! Quick collection. 
661402134 

CASH: Wanted furniture, garden, 
house, garage, shop. Gold, diamond, 
watches, antiques, electrics, cars. 
660366033 

BUY vinyl records, record player, 
CD’s and Radios. 688335497 

BUY FUR Coats and Jackets hand-
bags, designer bags, oriental and 
Persian carpets, jewellery and 
watches, all kinds of  silver  silver 
plated 90/100/800, cutlery, tin, 
amber, coral, coins, medals, porce-
lain,  radio, musical instruments. 
Military items until 1945, photos, 
medals etc., fair price in cash. Phone 
688335497 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. House/ 
garage/ bar clearances. Steve 
602637242 

Others 

HOUSE Contents to Sell: Lovely Ma-
hogany Table, Chairs, Side Board, 
Display Cabinet Bar and Stools 
Samsung TV Bedroom Furniture Set 
of cream Dinner service etc. 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 
or Spanish...685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/lost 
papers. Problems solved. 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free col-
lection same day. 685524921 

ALL CARS Commericals wanted any 
age, any condition. Cash. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

PHONE me first or last! I pay more! 
Cars, vans, caravans. UK or Span-
ish. 660366033 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 952796166/ 
615834322. info@transmatic.es 
www.transmatic.es 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales.Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats etc. 
Short/ long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/ 606101807 

NAUTICAL 
SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury 
boat charters. Boat sales. 
Tel/Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

PUERTO Banús 8M mooring for 
rental. Tel. 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

WE ARE a Real Estate agency in the 
port of Estepona, one of most es-
tablished in this area, with interna-
tional clients from all over Europe 
and oversea. We are looking for ex-
perienced Sales Agents native Eng-
lish, with driving license and car. 
Please send you CV to: info@prop-
erties-spain-marbella.com of just 
call us: 952797402 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080.  Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web:  www.lo-
calsoft.com 

WORK from home:  Earn 500/3,000 
Euros per month starting part time.  
Be your own boss working in the 
health and wellness market place. 
Call Phil Cony on 643781651 for 
details  

INTERESTED in a high-ticket clos-
ing/consulting for one of the UK's 
leading property investment train-
ing providers? Our team of Prop-
erty Business Consultants take calls 
from pre-qualified prospects and 
help them determine whether our 
training program(s) is a good fit 
to help them in their property jour-
ney.Our mission is to provide world-
class property education. We show 
people how to start, scale, and 
grow property business portfolios 
using proven blueprints. Follow-
ing our systems, our clients can 
achieve 6-7 figures from their prop-
erty business. But unlike a tradi-
tional sales position, there is no 
prospecting! We will train you to 
help these property business own-
ers create breakthroughs and en-
roll in our program. You'll be sell-
ing our high-ticket programs 
(£5k+) and making a tidy commis-
sion on those. Just a couple sales 
a week would have most people 
smiling ear to ear. As a bonus, we 
work with one of the best sales 
training and coaching team in the 
world. You will have access to their 
training and team of coaches as a 
resource to hone your skills. If you 
are interested, submit your CV re-
cruitment@assetsforlife.co.uk for 
review and the team will be in con-
tact if you are a good fit

Situations Wanted 

BUILDER/ Handyman seeks work. 
Malaga/Marbella. Own tools, van. 
My work on Facebook: Pavlo Handy-
man. 622336727 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

SINGLE lady fit and active seeks re-
spectful retired. Assertive gentle-
men for friendship, view permanent 
relationship. 602431794 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropractors 

FUENGIROLA: Myofascial Release. 
J.Schaegen, specialized in treating 
neck/back & extremity disorders. 
30yrs in practice. 652291224 
www.bodywork.es 

Chiropodists 

chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmádena. Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289 

AMERICAN Lady offers full body 
massage Senior Citizens 50% off. 
Benalmadena Costa by the windmill 
roundabout.  691533101 

MASSAGE specialist Benalmádena. 
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65. 
622231133 

NEW IN Fuengirola, Clinica Estetica 
Maxdina Wellness provides Unisex 
pedicure, manicure, waxing and 
massages . By appointment only. 
www.maxdinawellness.com 
WhatsApp nr only:  +34-669-368-
172. Telephone phone nr: +34-667-
547-867 Address: Calle Jacinto Be-
navente 10 Edificio Benavente, 1ra 
planta, puerto 5 Fuengirola 

AROMA Massage. Reflexology, body 
massage. Indian Head Massage. 
604117481 

EXCELLENT professional Andean 
massage for Ladies & Gents. 
631152083. 

THERAPEUTIC massage, sport & 
relax 49.99. In Marbella or Puerto 
Banus. 637369920 

Therapists 

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-
selling and Psychotherapy: on-
line help: bereavement; loss; anxi-
ety, fear, trauma; couples work. 
Richard +447813944146 

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. Also online.  
www.naturaclass.net 951311216 

Hairdressers 

NANCYS Beauty Fuengirola Center. 
Hair extensions, braids, wigs, mas-
sages. 632781320 

Others 

MALE/FEMALEViagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, delivery or mail  order vi-
agra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack  10.  gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired/up-
graded. Data Recovery. 18yrs help-
ing people. info@soltecspain.com 
Neil: 662379899 

CLASSES 
QUALIFIED native Mandarin Chi-
nese Teacher in Benalmadena. Can 
do groups/private, online/ f2f.  
665950945 

HOME tutor available for English, 
history, maths, biology, homework 
help, exam preparation, IB, A-Level, 
IGCSE, ESL. Reliable, experienced, 
good references. WhatsApp:697 
372502 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/630197435 
www.catanddogworld.com 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. curtain tax 2. window tax 
3. wallpaper tax 4. door tax

What property tax was 
introduced in UK in 1712?

1. Elba 2. Corsica 3. Guernsey    
4. Tahiti

Writer Victor Hugo was 
exiled to which island by 
Naploeon III?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11422

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Feeling a bit shocked at how quickly 

things have moved on? Being confused 

by everyone’s different standards? Keep 

yours strong.        

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

By being a little more determined and 

honest, speaking your mind brings 

results. Don’t aim to make everyone 

your friend but do aim to get respect 

from them.    

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Any recent disputes seem to be 

forgotten with the realisation that they 

were not important to start with. A 

clear mind is an asset right now.   

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Getting into a more relaxed frame of 

mind may take a few days but is what 

you need right now. Helping others to 

get things right rather than doing 

things for them is more satisfying.    

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

In thinking about your immediate 

future there may have been a lot of 

chopping and changing. This week, 

however, there is a calmer feeling.  

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Fresh moves at work now show the 

results of efforts made some time ago. 

Once your talents are appreciated it 

naturally spurs you on to create more 

opportunities and ideas.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Some connections made in the last few 

months help ease you back into the 

general run of life. The ‘real’ you is 

surfacing again.           

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

A large part of the week may be taken 

up with getting organised for what is 

clearly a new start. Regrets are not now 

relevant as you clear the decks and set 

sail for the future.   

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

You may be asking yourself to step into 

a future where you cannot be entirely in 

control. If this makes you feel 

uncomfortable then think what the 

alternative is.   

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Those who have instilled confidence 

and hope in your mind are the ones to 

seek out now. Getting your team 

together to start on the future is 

inspiring and satisfying.    

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

 Midweek sees some trouble brewing 

but it does not seem to be yours. Save 

yourself the drama and do your own 

thing, somewhere else! 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

In getting involved with helping others 

you may have been straining your 

resources. Begin, this week, to improve 

this side of things. Use delaying tactics 

to gain a little time to get organised.

1 5 8

9 4 3 5 7

3 4 1

6 2 7

9 2 1 8 6 3

7

4 6 8

2 1 8 4

5 3 2

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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Across Down

WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer: Wallpaper tax 
Of interest: The tax was introduced 
during the reign of Queen Anne. 
Patterned, printed, or painted 
wallpaper was initially taxed at 1d 
per square yard, rising to 1s by 
1809. This tax was avoided by using 
plain paper and having it stencilled.   
Answer: Guernsey 
Of interest: The French author and 
poet spent 15 years on the Island 
while in exile from France. He 
bought Hautville house to ensure 
that he could not be expelled from 
the island as Guernsey law prohibits 
the deporting of people with 
property on the island.

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is M.  Wyoming, 
Montana, Michigan, all U.S. 
states.

Last week:  
Mijas 

The photo last week was of the pretty 
Plaza de la Constitución in Mijas. 

The ruins of a watchtower

Language Crossword

CORONAVIRUS ADVICE

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone

Coronavirus information

955 545 060
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T he beauty of Fuengirola 
was lauded by poet Salva-
dor Rueda a century ago 

when he dedicated a sonnet to 
the town, which he defined as 
“God’s mirror”. At that time 
wealthy families who lived inland 
would spend the summers there; 
but they were few in number and 
their presence could not really 
be considered tourism in a vil-
lage whose economy was based 
on agriculture and fishing.  

Even in the mid-1960s writers 
who described Fuengirola said 
the Villa Blanca (White Town), as 
it was known, was a model of 
town planning with no tall build-
ings. Diego Vázquez Otero wrote: 
“One could say that the numer-
ous farms hidden in the valleys 
or on the tops of the 100 hills that 
surround Fuengirola have served 
as a model for the modern build-
ings which still retain a tradi-
tional character, being low-level 
and whitewashed.” 

Tourist guides usually referred 
to Fuengirola as a white town 
nestling between the Sierra de 
Mijas and the Mediterranean. 
One, published by Ediciones La 
Garza in 1960, even told its read-
ers what was grown in this small 
municipality: sugar cane, olives, 
vines, wheat, barley, vegetables.  

It also, however, successfully 
predicted  its future: “Above all, 
overwhelmed by an influx of tour-
ists, Fuengirola aims to become 

a comfortable place for all the 
Spanish and foreign visitors who 
come to enjoy its beauty and its 
climate.”  

The care taken in keeping the 
town clean and well-maintained 
merited Fuengirola a top prize 
among the towns and villages of  
the province, and its beaches 
were reputedly the best on the 
Malaga coast, or even the whole 
of southern Spain, according to 
a sign placed beside the main 
road.  

The arrival of tourism radically 
changed the local economy 
which, like the rest of the coast, 

advanced towards a different fo-
cus. The tourism boom resulted 
in numerous apartment blocks 
being constructed and a prolif-
eration of businesses specifically 
aimed at the floating population.  

Right from the start, apart-
ments became the preferred resi-
dential format for long stays by 
middle-class visitors. When it 
came to hotels, Fuengirola was 
much slower to build up this sec-
tor compared with other pioneer-
ing resorts such as Torremoli-
nos and Marbella. There were no 
hotels at all until the mid-1950s.   

Before then, there were a few 

inns such as Donoso, 
El Centro and  El 
Rondeño, and 
‘ p e n s i o n e s ’ ,  
which were men-
tioned by local 
h i s t o r i a n  
Cristóbal Vega: Se-
deño, Italia, Coca, La 
Morera and Rodymar, 
in Los Boliches. This is 
where the few people who used 
to come to Fuengirola in the sum-
mers of the 1940s and early 
1950s used to stay.   

The Hotel Florida, the first of 
certain pretensions, opened in 
1957. In the following years it 
was joined by La Concha in Los 
Boliches, the Somió, the Mare 
Nostrum, the Sarasol, the Cab-
allo Blanco, the Enriqueta, El Cid 
and the Cendrillón. In general 
these were very small, with the 
exception of the Mare Nostrum, 
which had 242 rooms.  

The inauguration of the 12-
storey Stella Polaris in 1969, built 
by the Danish tour operator Tjae-
reborg, marked the start of a 
frenzy in the opening of large ho-
tels, some in complexes with 
blocks of apartments. Seven 
opened in Fuengirola between 
1970 and 1974.  

The first was Las Pirámides, a 
four-star with 320 rooms which 
boasted the first automatic door 
on the Costa del Sol. It was fol-
lowed by Las Palmeras and El 
Puerto, Mas Playa, Torreblanca 
del Sol, Ángela and Stella Maris.  

By 1974, when international 
tourism began to feel the effects 
of the oil crisis, Fuengirola could 
boast an extensive range of ho-
tels for middle-class tourists 
(three and four-star establish-
ments) from Spain, Britain and 
Scandinavia.  

A guide from those years de-
scribed Fuengirola as “a tourism 
centre with an ultra-modern ur-
ban landscape”.  

The model of the Villa Blanca 
had been left behind. 

 Costa history. 
 How the 
traditional Villa 
Blanca became a 
modern resort 
with apartments 
and hotels

Fuengirola’s route to tourism Apartments and 
residential estates 

Vitasa was one of the first de-
velopers to operate in Fuengi-
rola, building Urbanización 
Sevilla in Torreblanca and the 
Yola and Los Caracoles build-
ings in the town centre in the 
1960s. By 1970 there were nu-
merous apartment complexes: 
Los Olimpos, El Palacio del 
Mediterráneo, La Perla, El Mar, 
Los Geráneos, Ópera, Estrella 
de Torreblanca, Pauli, Sierra-
mar, Torrealta, Apartamentos 
Fuengirola… The first three be-
longed to Sofico, a company 
well-known thanks to major ad-
vertising campaigns, whose 
bankruptcy in 1974 was one of 
the most spectacular during the 
Franco regime.  

Although some villas were 
built in Carvajal in the 1950s, it 
wasn’t until the early 1960s that 
the first real residential devel-
opments appeared, such as 
Playa del Castillo, in Santa 

Amalia, and Torreblanca 
del Sol, one of the big-

gest on the Costa. 
Others were San 
José, Solvillas, La 
Ponderosa and Los 
Pacos, designed for  
Finns. Among the 

Andalusian village 
style complexes were  

Pueblo López, Puebla 
Blanca and Puebla Lucía. 

S  Evolution. 

 Above, enjoying 

the beach in Fuen-
girola in the 1950s. 
Left, an aerial view  

of the port and 
town centre. In the 
small photo, Fuen-

girola’s seafront 
promenade.

VÍCTOR HEREDIA 


