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The Equilibrio Marino 
association has set 
up a programme to 
protect threatened 

underwater areas.  

SUR

Around 20 volunteer divers 
have been working this 
summer to remove rubbish 
from the sea bed off the 
Axarquía coast  P14

The intrepid 
guardians of 
the coral

Estepona mayor José María García 
Urbano and the owners of the de-
stroyed Laguna Village have both 
said they will work together to en-
sure the upscale shopping and lei-
sure complex is open again as soon 
as possible, ideally by Easter. 

After the popular beachside 
venue burned down last Saturday, 
a couple have been held then re-
leased while they are investigated 
on suspicion of causing the blaze at 
a makeshift shack on the opposite 
side of the A-7 road. P4

Inquiry points to an illegal mains hook up in a 
riverside shack as cause of Estepona blaze  

Andalucía extends 
local Covid -19 
restrictions, closing 
beaches early  P6

Talks under way for 
furloughing to 
continue for 
tourism workers P18

Mayor aims to 
fast track Laguna 
Village rebuild in 
time for Easter 

A MAJOR ROMAN 

DISCOVERY 

IN SALAR

The ancient villa in a 
village near Granada 
continues to reveal its 
exquisite secrets to 
archaeologists  P22&23
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T he summer of 2020 will 
be remembered for re-
stricted numbers of peo-

ple on beaches, social distanc-
ing, having to wear a mask when 
walking along the shore and the 
lack of foreign tourists toasting 
themselves in the sun. It will 
probably also be remembered 
as one of the best in terms of wa-
ter quality for swimmers on the 
Costa del Sol.  

There has been a combina-
tion of different environmental 
and social factors during this 
unusual summer season: an in-
crease in the sea temperature 
to 28 degrees, water that was 
cleaner than usual and, the ic-
ing on the cake, there have been 
hardly any jellyfish. 

“From the point of view of 

swimmers, this has been a fan-
tastic summer, one to remem-
ber,” says Jesús Bellido, who is 
a biologist at the Aula del Mar. 
There have been reasons for all 
this, of course. Some of them are 
positive, but others are not so 
good for the marine ecosystem.  

The increase in the water tem-
perature is particularly signifi-
cant. The measurements taken 
early in the morning (before the 
sun has an effect) by the Span-
ish Oceanography Institute on 
the beach at Fuengirola, next to 
its headquarters, reached 
26.6ºC, which is considerably 
higher than the average 21.3ºC 
in August and a new record since 
these daily measurements be-
gan to be taken in 1984. Until 
now, the highest temperature 

was 25.5ºC in August 2013.  
Apart from the global warm-

ing that affects the whole of the 
Mediterranean because of cli-
mate change, the reason for this 
is purely meteorological. More 
specifically, it is due to the 
winds.  

“The persistent Levante wind 
in recent weeks, combined with 
high ambient temperatures, is 
the reason the water is warmer,” 
says Manuel Vargas, who is a sci-
entist at the Malaga Oceano-
graphic Centre.  

The Levante wind 

As he explains, this Levante 
wind pushes the surface water 
towards the coast, which is warm 
from the sun. On the other hand, 
the Poniente winds which bring 

the dreaded Terral with them 
have the opposite effect, 
dragging the surface layer 
of the sea away from the 
coast to deep waters, which 
are colder.  
The difference compared 
with previous summers is 

that the winds have not alter-
nated so much this year and 

the Levante has been predomi-
nant. 

 “In a normal summer we would 
have four or five days of Terral, 
but so far this year we have only 
had a couple of episodes, and 
there have been several consecu-
tive weeks of Levante. That’s why 
the sea temperature is higher,” 
says Vargas.  

“Last summer there were 
more days of Poniente, and so 
the water was the coldest it had 
been for ten years,” says Fran-
cisco Ignacio Franco, director 
of the University of Malaga’s 
Chair of Coastal Sciences, and 
he also points out that the wa-
ters on the eastern side of 
Malaga are the warmest. “We 
can find 24 degrees in Estepona, 
26 in Marbella, 27 in Malaga and 
one or two degrees higher be-
tween Torre del Mar and Nerja, 
where it can easily be 28,” he 
says.  

So the water is warmer, but it 
is also generally cleaner in terms 
of rubbish and sewage. In this 
case, there is a simple explana-
tion. “There has been less pres-
sure on the beaches, so people 
have not left as much rubbish 

behind as usual, and also as 
there have been fewer tourists 
the sewage plants have been able 
to cope and haven’t overflowed,” 
says Bellido.  

Manuel Vargas agrees: “Nor-
mally the Levante also pushes 
the dirty stuff towards the coast 
and the Poniente does the op-
posite, replacing the surface wa-
ter with deeper, clearer water. 
But this year that hasn’t been 
happening so we conclude that 
it is cleaner because there have 
not been as many people.”  

Adrián Westendorp, who owns 
the Alnasur company, agrees. 
Alnasur operates two ‘scum-
skimmer’ boats in Rincón de la 
Victoria and two others off the 
beaches at Almuñécar, in Gra-
nada province. 

“We are removing about 25 
per cent less material than in 
other years, and by material I 
mean rubbish left behind by 
people on the beach. Also, we 
are seeing less sewage because 
the treatment plants are not 
overloaded,” he says.  

Awareness 

Francisco Ignacio Franco says 
people need to be more aware 
of the problem they are causing. 
“The rubbish that appears is 
nothing to do with the lack of 
treatment, because everything 
is treated properly here, espe-
cially this year as there are fewer 
people. Studies show that the 
scum is basically of a mineral 
nature, specifically clays which 

A fantastic 
summer for 
swimming in 
the sea

 Ideal conditions.  The water 
temperature has been 
unusually warm, fewer 
tourists has meant less 
rubbish and there have been 
hardly any jellyfish

FRANCISCO 
JIMÉNEZ

The sea temperature is 
highest in the Axarquía 

area, in places such as in 
Nerja.   ÑITO SALAS

   Unlike previous 

years, jellyfish have 

been conspicuous 

by their absence. 

 ÑITO SALAS
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creates a natural barrier when 
it reaches the sea, but in some 
areas of Malaga, Granada, 
Almeria and even further up the 
coast there are no rivers to have 
that effect. Other studies say it 
simply depends on the winds, 
but in that case they would be 
brought by the Levante, and that 
hasn’t been happening.”  

Franco has another sugges-
tion, however. “It seems that 
what has been happening is that 
opposite our beaches we have 
two places with a major change 
of currents, known as the ‘giros 
de Alborán’. These are cyclical 
and they keep the jellyfish out 
at sea. It isn’t that there are fewer 
of them this year, just that not 
so many are reaching us because 
they are trapped. In 2018 there 
were a lot of Atlantic fronts at 
the end of the spring, and those 
broke the currents and set the 
jellyfish free, and then the Le-
vante brought them close to the 
beaches,” he says. 

Whatever the reason, it looks 
as if these invertebrates that eve-
rybody hates will not be a prob-
lem for what is left of the sum-
mer, so those of us who enjoy 
swimming can continue to do 
so in peace. 

are moved by the currents and 
are therefore innocuous. But we 
do have waste on the sea bed 
which is caused by people on 
the beach. We find plastic, food 
containers, bags and a huge 
amount of wet-wipes,” he says.  

The third factor which Manuel 
Vargas says has been making this 
“the perfect summer for swim-

mers” is that there have been 
hardly any jellyfish, like last year, 
and very different to the swarm 
that made life a misery in 2018. 

 The Aula del Mar corrobo-
rates this. “Our studies indicated 
that there would not be so many 
this year. We started with a nor-
mal jellyfish population, but then 
other circumstances came into 

play and they haven’t reached 
the coast, so we saw very few of 
them,” says Jesús Bellido.  

Why are there fewer of them? 
There are different hypotheses.  

“It’s something that needs 
more study,” admits Vargas. 
“Some scientists say it is to do 
with the amount of rain because 
the river water, which is fresh, 

F. JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. Scientists are beco-
ming increasingly worried 
about the progressive warming 
of the Mediterranean. Manuel 
Vargas says it is causing seve-
ral problems. The high tempe-
ratures reduce the oxygen in 
the surface water and endan-
ger species that inhabit the ar-
eas closest to the coast and also 
those in deeper water. The  
temperature difference be-
tween the surface and deep 
water stratifies the two and 
makes it difficult for the nutri-
ents on the sea bed to rise and 
photosynthesise, generating 
less algae and zooplancton on 
which fish feed and therefore 
fewer fish for larger species to 
feed on. Also, some species 
need colder temperatures to 
breed and are starting to head 
north. “It’s still a hypothesis, 
but this progressive warming 
could be having a negative in-
fluence on the amount of fish 
in our waters,” says Manuel.

The warming of 
the Med appears 
to be starting to 
have an effect on 
the ecosystem

Swimmers off La Misericordia  
beach in Malaga.  ÑITO SALAS
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Estepona’s mayor says 
he wants to see the 
complex open again by 
Easter as investigation 
points to an illegal hook 
up to the mains in a 
makeshift shack by the 
Padrón riverbed 

FERNANDO TORRES / JOSÉ 
MARÍA MARTÍN / EP 

ESTEPONA . A couple arrested 
over their possible role in the 
fire which destroyed the popu-
lar beachside Laguna Village 
complex outside Estepona last 
Saturday were provisionally re-
leased by a judge on Thursday.   

Those held were a man and a 
woman, 43 and 51, respectively, 
of Spanish nationality. They are 
being investigated over possible 
arson as a result of serious negli-
gence and electricity supply fraud. 
Their passports have been with-
held and they need to sign in at 
the local court once a fortnight. 

The mayor of Estepona, José 
María García Urbano, said this 
week that the local council could 
start a private prosecution case 
against the couple alongside any 
future public legal action.  

García also explained that he 
would speed up the paperwork 
to allow the shops and restau-
rants of Laguna Village to be re-
built as soon as possible and 

open again by next Easter. 

‘Not started deliberately’  
National Police investigators  
have concluded that an electri-

cal failure in a household appli-
ance in a makeshift shack on 
land near the Padrón river 
caused the fire, which was 
fanned by the wind across to the 

beach side of the A-7 coastal 
motorway. 

The rough structure was 
‘hooked up illegally’ to the mains 
around 100 metres away by the 

Couple held over ‘serious negligence’ 
which led to Laguna Village fire

Flames devoured the buildings.  JOSELE Smoke was visible from as far away as Marbella.  SUR

Aerial view of the burned-out Laguna Village.  SUR

couple, with power cables run-
ning along the ground, investi-
gators believe.  

The first theory, according to 
sources, was that the fire had 
been started deliberated by an 
individual, possibly in relation 
to a dispute over the use of farm 
land. However police now be-
lieve it was started accidentally, 
albeit through serious negli-
gence. The couple were detained 
separately in Estepona and 
nearby Manilva. 

A council priority  

The mayor of Estepona has ex-
plained that the land Laguna Vil-
lage is on belongs to the coun-
cil but is leased out until 2060. 
The owners of the Laguna Vil-
lage business have said they are 
as keen as the mayor to rebuild 
as soon as possible.   

Urbano added, “The council’s 
priority is to bring back this 
iconic shopping and tourist area 
for the town  and that the two 
hundred workers get their jobs 
back as soon as possible.” 

The fire, which took more 
than 24 hours to extinguish, 
started at around 2pm on Sat-
urday, 29 August. It spread rap-
idly from the north of the A-7 to 
the Laguna Village shopping and 
restaurant complex where the 
buildings’ roofs were made of 
wood and thatch. 

A level one emergency was de-
clared at 3.20pm as firefighters 
from across Malaga province mo-
bilised to tackle flames, causing 
people in the beachside restau-
rants and stores to flee in panic. 

Over 40 hectares burned 
Around thirty homes, restau-
rants and the Kempinski hotel 
in the Río Padrón area also had 
to be evacuated, with the A-7 
motorway cut off in both direc-
tions. The hotel, however, suf-
fered comparably minor dam-
age. Once the situation was un-
der control, guests were able to 
return to their rooms. 

Three helicopters, various ve-
hicles and thirty firefighters spe-
cialised in dealing with wild fires 
were involved in the operation. 

The flames affected some 42 
hectares of land. The smoke 
from the fire was visible from 
as far away as Marbella but no 
one was seriously hurt except a 
firefighter who required medical 
attention for minor injuries.

The couple’s passports 
have been withheld and 
they need to sign in at the 
local court once a fortnight 

The owners of Laguna 
Village have said they are 
keen to rebuild as soon as 
possible as well 
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More women than men 
are still affected, but the 
average age of those 
newly infected is now 
below 40, two decades 
lower than in May  

DANIEL ROLDÁN 

MADRID. The health authorities 
keep telling us that the present 
situation with regard to the SARS-
CoV-2 pandemic is nothing like 
March and April, when the whole 
country went into lockdown. Al-
though some regions (such as An-
dalucía and Madrid) are reporting 
infection figures similar to the 

worst days in earlier months and 
the two latest reports from the Min-
istry of Health show an increase 
of nearly 10,000 cases a day, 
sources say the present picture “is 
not frightening”.  

They do say it is “worrying”, 
though, because there are a large 
number of infections and many 
people, especially the young, are 
not complying with measures such 
as hand-washing, masks and so-
cial distancing. 

“Older people have had an 
exemplary attitude,” said Health 
Minister Salvador Illa a few weeks 
ago. This has led to a change in the 
profile of Covid-19 patients, as the 
age group is now 20 years youn-

ger, at an average of 37. And more 
women are still affected than men, 
as they have been since early April.  

The start of the easing of lock-
down and people travelling for 
summer holidays significantly in-

creased the number of those with 
the virus, most of whom are as-
ymptomatic or have minor symp-

How the profile of 
Covid-19 patients has 
evolved this summer

Source: Renave, CNE and CNM  Graphic R. C.

With start of symptoms and diagnosis after 10 May 2020

Percentage of infections by sex and age

Average 
age

Women Men

15 July

17 July

23 July

30 July

6 August

13 August

20 August

27 August

50

46

43

41

39

39

38

38

Average 
age

47

43

40

39

38

37

37

37

55.7%

55.2%

52.3%

51.1%

48.9%

50.8%

51.2%

51.1%

40.7%

42.4%

42.7%

42.5%

41.2%

47.3%

48.5%

48.6%

All beaches in the 
region will be off limits 
between 9.30pm and 
7am, and weddings 
and similar events 
must end at 1am 

JOSÉ LUIS PIEDRA 

SEVILLE. The Andalusian govern-
ment announced new measures 
this week aimed at slowing the 
Covid-19 infection rate in the re-
gion. The restrictions approved 
at a regional Cabinet meeting on 
Tuesday reduce numbers and 
times for weddings and other 
events, prohibit the use of 
beaches after 9.30pm and put 

stricter controls on visits to care 
homes. 

The Junta’s spokesperson, 
Elías Bendodo, has called for 
councils in coastal towns and vil-
lages to enforce a new regional 
ban on the use of beaches in the 
region between 9.30pm and 
7am. 

Exceptions to the rule will be 
made for anglers and others car-
rying out individual activity, as 
well as bars and restaurants lo-
cated on the beaches. 

Weddings and celebrations 
The maximum number of guests 
permitted at weddings and other 
celebrations is to be reduced fur-
ther from 300 to 150 for open-
air events and from 250 to 100 

for indoor events. 
Free bars will not be permit-

ted, events must end at 1am and 
all guests must be seated at ta-
bles of no more than ten people. 
Eating and drinking will only be 
permitted at those tables. 

Conferences and events 
The regional government will al-
low conferences, business meet-
ings, trade fairs and other events 
to go ahead, but at 75 per cent 
of the venue’s capacity, with dis-
tancing, masks and strict hand 
hygiene. As with weddings, these 
events must end at 1am with a 
maximum of ten people per  
table. 

Events held indoors with more 
than 200 people, or outdoors 

with more than 300, will be sub-
ject to a risk assessment by the 
health authority before they can 
be authorised. This will apply to 
cinemas and theatres. 

Care home visits 
Visits to care homes for the eld-
erly will no longer be allowed 
where there is one or more con-
firmed cases of Covid-19 in the 

residence, or more than three sus-
pected cases. This ban will remain 
in force until 28 days after the di-
agnosis of the most recent case. 

Otherwise, relatives will be al-
lowed to visit with restrictions 
and precautions in place, unless 
the cumulative 14-day incidence 
figure goes above 50 cases per 
100,000 inhabitants. Local in-
cidence rates will also be taken 

Andalucía tightens restrictions 
on celebrations, beach hours 
and visits to care homes

Regional ministers Jesús Aguirre and Elías Bendodo.   SUR
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toms. The reports from the Na-
tional Network of Epidemiological 
Monitoring (Renave) reflect this 
major leap in the number of infec-
tions. This organisation divides its 
statistics into two periods: the first 
is up to 10 May, which is when the 
system of measuring the pandemic 
changed, and the second is from 
then until now.  

On 30 July, just before people 
set off for their August holidays, 
50,724 people in Spain had caught 
the virus since 11 May. Nearly a 
month later, on 27 August, the fi-
gure had risen to 194,044. In other 
words, 143,320 new infections in 
just 28 days. This is an average of 
5,118 a day.  

This increase in cases has 
caused the average age to drop dra-
matically since May. Then, the pro-
file of a coronavirus patient was a 
60-year-old woman. They repre-
sented 56.6 per cent of the cases. A 
month ago, the age had dropped 
to 40, but women are still the ma-
jority, although they are now 51.1 
per cent of cases.  

This same trend is clear from 
last week’s report. The average age 
of someone infected with Covid-

19 is now 37 years of age. 

Inverted pyramid 
This drop in age is accentuated 
when compared with the data from 
four months ago. Then, during the 
nationwide lockdown, the virus 
was attacking the most vulnera-
ble. According to Renave, at that 

time the age group most affected 
was over 80, representing one in 
every four cases. Now, it is people 
aged 15 to 29: there have been 
48,266 new cases in that age group 
since May. 

 If we look at the age group up 
to 59, we can see that seven out of 
every ten new patients are under 

the age of 60. In the first stage of 
the pandemic, they did not even 
account for half of cases (47.4%). 

Although people over the age of 
80 represent 5.3 per cent of new 
infections (10,300), they repre-
sent 22 per cent of patients who 
are admitted to hospital with the 
disease, and are 9,164 in total. If 

we include people in their seven-
ties, the figure is 37 per cent. On 
the other hand, teenagers and 
people in their twenties represent 
only 1.4 per cent (660 cases) of 
those who need hospital treatment. 
However, there are serious cases 
among young people as well, as 
the health authorities remind us.

<2 

2-4

5-14

15-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

70-79

≥ 80

Source: Renave, CNE and CNM  Graphic R. C.

With start of symptoms and diagnosis after 10 May 2020

TOTAL

Distribution of number of infected by age group

15 July

0
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17 July 23 July 30 July 6 August 13 August 20 August 27 August

22,997 25,628 35,482 50,724 75,146 97,126 142,411 194,044

Local figures followed 
the national picture on 
Thursday with a 
continuing rise; Malaga 
province saw 410 new 
positive cases in the day  

SUR
 

MADRID. As the nation’s children 
prepared to return to school in 
stages in the coming days, the 
Minister of Health, Salvador Illa, 
this week ruled out the country 
being put into complete lockdown 
again because “nothing suggests 
that we will go back to the same 
situation we had in March”. 

Despite a sharp increase in co-
ronavirus cases, Illa believes that 
the situation can be controlled 
and stressed that at present “the 
health system isn’t under threat”. 

In an interview published in 
La Vanguardia, Illa attributed this 
increase in Covid-19 infections 
to increased mobility since the 
end of the state of alarm and the 
early detection system put in 

place which is “much better than 
a few weeks ago”. 

“The situation is nothing like 
what we had back in March,” he 
said, explaining that “more than 
half of the cases detected are as-
ymptomatic, the average age is 
much lower [about 40], cases are 
milder, hospital pressure is about 
five per cent and, fortunately, the 
number of deaths is very differ-
ent from March and April”. 

Cases continue to rise 
Regardless of the possible rea-
sons behind the escalation in 
cases, the government added 
another 8,959 to its national 
running total on Thursday, of 
which almost a third were in Ma-
drid. This was equivalent to 
about 212 cases per 100,000 in 
the last 14 days. 

The government said that 

594,000 PCR tests had been car-
ried out nationally in the last week 
of August.  

With back to school imminent, 
in Madrid there were arguments 
as compulsory testing for teach-
ers on Wednesday led to thou-
sands of school staff waiting hours 
in a queue in the sun to be seen. 

On Thursday, the Andalucía re-
gion registered its highest num-
ber of new positive tests since the 
pandemic began. There were 
1,038 new cases, up 154 on 
Wednesday. 

On Thursday there were 567 
in the Andalucía region’s hospi-
tals with Covid-19, 45 up on the 
day, and up 196 on the week. Of 
these, 78 were in intensive care.  

Within Malaga province, in-
cluding the Costa del Sol, on 
Thursday there were 410 new 
positive test results for SARS-CoV-
2 on Thursday this week, up on 
326 the day before. 

Within local hospitals in Malaga 
province, there were 159 corona-
virus patients on Thursday, 12 
more than Wednesday. Of these 
22 were in intensive care, three 
more than the previous day. 

Another nationwide lockdown ruled 

out but Covid cases continue to rise

into account. 
The new measures have 

been taken after the latest as-
sessment of the coronavirus 
situation in Andalucía by the 
regional government’s com-
mittee of medical experts. 

The aim is for “the pan-
demic to evolve more favora-
bly in Andalucía than in the 
rest of Spain”, as it has been 
doing so far, according to the 
regional authority. 

“Still under control”  

Bendodo stressed that “the 
situation in Andalucía is still 
within margins of control”, and 
although cases are increasing, 
the region is “well below the 
overall Spanish average”. 

In Andalucía, in the first 
half of this week, when the 
announcement was made, 
102 positive PCR tests per 
100,000 inhabitants had been 
reported in the last 14 days, 
almost half the figure for 
Spain of 205. This was the  
region with the second low-
est infection rate, after  
Asturias.

Teachers queueing for tests.  EFE
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FERNANDO TORRES 

SEVILLE. The Junta de Andalucía 
regional government on Tues-
day approved a fine of 300,001 
euros for David Serrano for se-
rious mining infractions. 

Serrano is the owner of the 
Totalán land where toddler Julen 
Roselló died in January 2019 af-
ter falling down a borehole.  

The penalty comes seven 
months after the end of the trial 
into the death of the boy, in 
which the accused pleaded guilty 
to charges of manslaughter 
through negligence. 

The fine given out to Serrano 
this week is in addition to the 
663,982.45 euros to cover the 
cost of the two-week rescue op-
eration to retrieve the boy’s body, 
as well as compensation of 
89,529.67 euros to each of Ju-
len’s parents. 

Officials also proposed a lesser 
penalty, of 30,001 euros, for the 
company which carried out the 
drilling for Serrano. That amount 
was also due to be ratified by the 
regional Cabinet this week. 

Landowner in Julen 
case fined 
additional 300,001 
euros for serious 
mining offences

112 REPORTS

MARBELLA 

Nueva Andalucía villa 
killing arouses suspicion  

F. T. / J. C.  A 30-year-old French 
national was shot dead last 
week when two hooded men 
burst in on four men at their 
private party at a rented villa in 
the upper part of Nueva Anda-
lucía. The victim was one of the 
four partygoers and was shot in 
the head. 

Some items were allegedly 
stolen from the house, leading 
to a first impression that this 
was a robbery that had gone 
wrong. 

Investigators are also work-
ing on an alternative hypothe-
sis. They suspect that the kill-
ing may have been another 
score settling between rival 
gangs operating in the drug 
trade on the Costa. However, 
none of the four villa occupants 
had a police record in Spain. 

TORREMOLINOS 

Three linked to murder 
of bar drinker are found  

F.T. / J.C.  National Police have 
found three men wanted for the 
alleged street assault on a 40-
year-old man in Torremolinos 
that led to his death with a head 
injury in hospital in July. Initially 
it was thought that the deceased 
had fallen after a night out drink-
ing at a nearby bar. However the 
police were suspicious that he 
had no possessions on him when 
found. Through a search of CCTV 
footage and the help of two pro-
tected witnesses, they could see 
that he had been involved in an 
argument after leaving the bar.

MALAGA 

Sex-pest man held after 
social media warning 

F. T. / J. C.  Police have arrested a 
man in Malaga for the harass-
ment and abuse of women, in-
cluding a minor, in the street, af-
ter they were alerted to his sup-
posed behaviour by comments 
on social media. People who said 
they had been approached by 
the suspect had posted mes-
sages, leading police to decide 
to try and find him. He was fi-
nally arrested over the theft of a 
bicycle while sleeping rough on  
a building site. Several women 
have come forward to testify 
against the man and his actions.  

Beachgoers in Marbella 
were startled by 
events, some calling 
112 and others videoing 
the scene  

FERNANDO TORRES
 

MALAGA. The beach was virtu-
ally full on Wednesday last week. 
By midmorning there were many 
people sunbathing on the stretch 
of Marbella sand between Mar-
besa and the Don Carlos hotel. 
Suddenly two motorised water 
bikes loaded with packages 
started to make strange turns 
offshore. Some bathers started 
to record the antics. 

A group of young people on 
the beach went out to the jet 
bikes and started unloading the 
merchandise onboard until a 
National Police helicopter 
swooped down on the scene. 

The presumed drug traffick-
ers turned and ran leaving the 
bales of drugs and the two jet 
bikes behind. Video evidence 
seen by SUR shows how young 

some of those involved were. 
Sources said that, so far, only 

one suspect had been arrested, 
a 35 year old Moroccan. Several 
people on the beach had called 
the police when they saw the 
group unloading. Sources also 
said that they had proof that the 
bikes had been out to a larger 
vessel to take the drugs on board.  

Marbella council has sug-
gested that the high-end water 
bikes be handed over for public 
use by lifeguards. 

The abandoned water bikes.   SUR

Police chopper catches 
narcos emptying jet 
bikes on resort beach  
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A councillor has hit back 
at the Ecologistas en 
Acción group after they 
reported the presence of 
sewage in the town’s 
Chillar river 

EUGENIO CABEZAS
 

NERJA. Environmentalist group 
GENA - Ecologistas en Acción have 
reported to both the Junta de An-
dalucía regional government and 
Nerja town hall what they claimed 
was the presence of raw sewage 
at the mouth of the Chillar river in 
Nerja. 

They said that the sewage was 
located in an urban area, near to 
the El Chucho and Playazo 
beaches. 

In a statement released last Fri-
day, the Axarquía-based group 
stated that they had found “dark 
coloured water with a strong smell 
of sewage”. The statement went 
on to say, “Without the need to run 
chemical or bacteriological tests, 
we can confirm that the water is 
contaminated.”  

GENA has previously reported 
the presence of sewage in the 
Chillar river and other water-

ways in Nerja. 

Town hall reaction 

Reacting to GENA’s statement, 
Nerja’s environment councillor, 
Javier Rodríguez, said he was “in-
dignant” over the accusations. He 
went on to say, “I must ask them 
once again to stop poisoning pub-
lic opinion and causing unneces-

sary alarm.”  
He called for the group to con-

sult town hall information before 
“sharing fake news”. 

Rodríguez claimed that the wa-
ter was in fact rainwater and not 
sewage. He said that it was dark 
in colour as it had been washed 
down the roads and been mixed 
with dust and dirt from the ground.

Evidence of sewage water in the Chillar river.  E. CABEZAS

Green campaigners accused of 
spreading fake news by Nerja council

ALMUÑÉCAR / TRAPICHE 

Popular weekly 
markets reopen 

J. R.  Almuñécar’s weekly flea mar-
ket will start again from this Sun-
day with heightened health and 
safety measures in view of the co-
ronavirus pandemic.  These in-
clude the use of hand sanitiser 
and gloves as well as fewer stalls. 
The market will be on Paseo Blas 
Infante from 8am to 2pm. The 
weekly market at Trapiche gar-
den centre also started again last 
Tuesday morning.

CALETA DE VÉLEZ 

Protesters ask for  
search to resume 

E. C.  The family and colleagues 
of Mohamed El Maimouni, the fi-
fity-four-year-old fisherman who 
went missing in the Alborán sea 
in July, will be holding two pro-
tests today to ask authorities to 
resume the search for his body. 

The first will take place at 12pm 
outside the central government’s 
provincial office on Paseo de San-
cha in Malaga and the other will 
start at 7.30pm at Caleta de Vé-
lez port and head towards  
Algarrobo Costa.

NERJA 

Jet ski destroyed in 
dramatic sea rescue 

E. C.  A jet ski used by lifeguards 
was destroyed by rocks and large 
waves during a dramatic rescue 
operation in Nerja last weekend. 

Lifeguards responded to an 
emergency when four swimmers, 
who had ignored a red flag on the 
beach by the Balcón de Europa,  
were unable to get back to the 
shore due to the waves strong 
currents.  

The swimmers and four life-
guards returned safely to the 
beach with only minor injuries.

IN BRIEF

LA VIÑUELA 

Junta warns of drought 
in the Axarquía 

A. PELÁEZ.  Andalucía’s regional 
government, the Junta, has 
warned of drought in the Ax-
arquía as the end of the hy-
draulic year approaches. 

La Viñuela reservoir cur-
rently contains 54 square hec-
tometres of water; five less than 

this time last year and just 33 
per cent of its capacity.  

The situation is especially 
worrying for the subtropical 
fruit sector, as mango picking 
and avocado growing seasons 
get under way.  

Some growers have already 
consumed their annual quotas 
of water from the reservoir and 
will not be able to access more 
until the new hydraulic year 
starts on 1 October. 

La Viñuela reservoir is currently at 33 per cent full.  A. P.

MALAGA 

Right-wing parties 
reject Gálvez proposals 

E. C.  The conservative Partido 
Popular and far-right Vox par-
ties have rejected a series of 
amendments presented by the 
Socialist PSOE party to a plan to 
promote the historical figure Ber-
nardo de Gálvez. The PSOE 
amendments wanted to use De 
Gálvez, who was born in 
Macharaviaya in the Axarquía, 
to forge cultural and economic 
links between Malaga and the 
USA. 

Portrait of Bernardo de Gálvez.  SUR

Almuñécar flea market.  SUR
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The councillor for Culture 
showed his concern for 
the effect the lack of 
events is having on local 
businesses and the 
expatriate community 

TONY BRYANT
 

TORREMOLINOS. Torremolinos 
town hall has reversed its deci-
sion concerning the recent can-
cellation of all planned live en-
tertainment and cultural activ-
ity, with a small-scale agenda 
now devised for September, al-
beit not including live music 
events. 

Councillor for Culture, David 
Tejeiro, explained that part of 
the reason for the original deci-
sion was because of the uncer-
tainty of what can and cannot 
be done with regards to outdoor 
cultural events. 

“At first, we thought we would 
have to cancel all of the planned 
events, but after speaking with 
the Junta de Andalucía, we were 
able to work out how to continue.  

“We are allowed to present 
music concerts, but we are not 

confident we can employ com-
plete crowd control seeing as 
concerts attract many people, 
and sometimes problems arise 
when people cannot gain access. 
Also, these events must be seat-

ing only, and there would be no 
bar, and smoking would also be 
prohibited, so we believe it will 
be better to wait a few weeks to 
see if these restrictions are 
eased,” Tejeiro explained to SUR 
in English. 

The councillor stressed that 
he is hoping to reschedule all 
concerts to the end of Septem-
ber. Plans have been set in mo-
tion for the concerts to be staged 
in several of the casetas on the 
feria ground, although he said 
a “final decision was still to be 
made”. 

“We are looking at ways of us-
ing the casetas. At least we will 
be able to control it better, but 
we are concerned because there 
are still many people who do not 
want to go into enclosed spaces,” 
he said.  

One of the biggest problems 
faced by all town halls is lack of 
finance due to the crisis caused 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
councillor said that there was 
“simply not enough funds” to 
support larger events, although 
he showed his concerns for the 
effect this will have on the town’s 
economic situation.  

“Obviously, we would prefer 
to present larger events in the 
main plazas of the town. We un-
derstand there are many bars 
that need the support of these 
events at the moment, but our 
cultural budget has been re-
duced by 80 per cent. People do 
not realise this and we are con-
stantly criticised for not offer-
ing enough entertainment,” he 
declared.  

The councillor pointed out 
that the rescheduled agenda has 
cost the town hall just one third 
of what it would normally have 
spent for just one day of the ro-
meria. He also acknowledged 
that the town’s expatriate com-
munity was disappointed with 
the variety of events planned, 
saying he “was doing everything 
in his power to offer attractive 
events”. 

“We understand that the lo-
cal expatriate community is 
frustrated at the scale of events 
offered. We are working very 
hard, but everything is very dif-
ficult at the moment. Everybody 
is down and fed up, and now the 
new restrictions are making it 
harder than ever,” he concluded.

Culture councillor David Tejeiro.  SUR

Torremolinos working to put on ‘attractive’ 
cultural agenda despite Covid restrictions

The iconic hotel, due to 
reopen to guests in 
2022, will be 
redeveloped into a 200-
room resort and will 
offer an abundance of 
luxury amenities 

T. BRYANT
 

MIJAS. The iconic Byblos Hotel 
in Mijas Costa is set to reopen 
its doors to guests in 2022 after 
being brought by the Hyatt Ho-
tels Corporation. 

The property, which has been 
closed since 2010, will be man-
aged by Marugal Hotel Manage-
ment and will join The Unbound 
Collection, making it the first 
Hyatt-branded hotel in South-
ern Spain. 

The company announced that 
a Hyatt affiliate has entered into 
a franchise agreement with a 
subsidiary of Intriva Capital 
European Principal Investment 
Fund - a European private eq-
uity fund - to see the iconic ho-
tel redeveloped into a luxury 

200-bedroom resort. 
The hotel, once owned by 

business tycoon Lord Alan Sugar, 
will offer an abundance of lux-
ury amenities, including a health 
club and spa, indoor and out-
door pools, a cinema, a night 
club, family facilities and con-
ference spaces for private events 
and business meetings. 

Popular with royalty 
Since its original opening in 1986, 
the hotel has been popular with 
jet setters and royalty alike and 
guests have included Princess Di-
ana, the Saudi Royal Family and 
The Rolling Stones.  

The resort will join other Hyatt 
hotels in Spain, which include 
the Hyatt Centric Grand Vía and 
the Hyatt Regency Hesperia ho-
tels in Madrid, and the Hyatt Re-
gency Barcelona Tower. 

“We look forward to working 
with the local community to 
bring a new luxury resort to the 
area. The hotel has a rich and 
exciting past and we intend to 
bring it to life once again,” a 
spokesperson for the corpora-
tion said.

Hyatt hotel chain 
announces plans for the 
former Byblos Hotel 

Members with gel dispenser.  SUR

SUR 

MIJAS. La Cala Lions Club have 
taken delivery of several hand 
gel dispensers as part of an ini-
tiative from Lions International  
in the United States and have 
positioned theirs in various  
locations around the town, as 
well as outside their charity 
shop on Calle Torremolinos.  

This dispenser is used by 
many people either passing by 
to the beach, eating at the lo-
cal restaurants or visiting the 
Lions’ popular outlet.

La Cala de Mijas 
Lions distributing 
hand gel to  
keep the 
community safe
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MARBELLA 

Charity Golf tournament 
for butterfly skin children 

SUR IN ENGLISH.  The NGO DEBRA 
Piel de Mariposa (butterfly skin)  
charity raised 11,630 euros with 
a special golf tournament. 

The money will go towards help-
ing the families and the sufferers 
of this rare skin condition that af-
fects around 500 people in Spain.  

The tournament was held at 
the Real Club Guadalmina (Mar-
bella) and was backed by 40 com-
panies and individuals. More than 
100 players took part, including 
professional golfers Noemí Jimé-
nez and Rory Mcnamara who ac-
companied the teams and took 
part in ‘Beat The Pro’. DEBRA will 
be holding the next charity golf 
match on 12 September at Club 
Aloha (register online at 
www.pieldemariposa.es).

The charity golf tournament raised money for DEBRA.  SUR

IN BRIEF ESTEPONA 

IKOS hotel gets set for 
April 2021 opening 

J. M. MARTÍN.  The regional Minis-
ter for Tourism, Juan Marín, was 
shown around the new IKOS ho-
tel, east of Estepona, on Tuesday, 
along with other local politicians. 

The Greek owners have spent 
150 million euros developing the 
site into a 411-room luxury prop-
erty alongside the beach. 

CEO Luis Herault said that 
“Estepona is the best stage” to 
start his firm’s international ex-
pansion. The hotel will officially 
open to guests in April next year.  

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA
 

MARBELLA. San Pedro Alcántara 
will have a new tourist informa-
tion centre next year. The facil-
ity will be on Avenida Luis Braille, 
the main boulevard through the 
district, and will cost a million 
euros to kit out. The Diputación 
provincial authority will pay over 

90 per cent of this amount and 
Marbella town hall the rest.  

The new building will be situ-
ated in an area of San Pedro town 
centre busy with visitors and will 
have a public area, administra-
tive offices and a multiuse room 
for events. 

There will also be an area for 
Local Police officers to use. 

San Pedro’s main boulevard 
to have a new tourist  
office from next year 

Nombre 
Apellidos

Politicians visit the hotel.  JOSELE

The company that runs 
the Puerto Deportivo 
says that previous 
approaches to the 
regional government 
have gone unheeded 

JOSÉ MARÍA MARTÍN
 

ESTEPONA. The company that 
holds the long-term licence 
from the Junta de Andalucía  
to run  the Puerto Deportivo 
marina in Estepona has com-
plained to the regional authori-
ties.  Bosses say general dirt 
and poor quality water near the 
quayside is being caused by 
rubbish from the adjacent com-
mercial fishing harbour and 
dockside wet-fish market. 

   The firm that runs the ma-
rina, Marinas del Mediterráneo, 
says that this isn’t the first time 
that it has complained to the 
Junta de Andalucía’s port 
authority or regional Environ-
ment ministry, but, up to  
now,  it has had no reply or  
recourse.  

Manuel Raigón, managing 
director of the Puerto Depor-
tivo de Estepona, has expressed 
his dissatisfaction with a situa-
tion that affects the image and 
the facilities in the marina.  

“We try to go about making 
the best of it, by collecting and 
clearing up waste with our own 
team,”  he explained. He added 
that so far the authorities have 
turned a blind eye to his  
complaints. 

Estepona marina 
bosses complain about 
dirt from fishing fleet 

A survey for Idealista looks 
at homes for sale, and 
three streets on the Costa 
are in the top four listed, 
including the first placed  
in the Sierra Blanca area 

CHARO MÁRQUEZ
 

MARBELLA. A survey by a real es-
tate online portal has calculated 
that an exclusive Marbella road 
is currently the most expensive 
in Spain to buy a home on. 

 According to Idealista, Calle 
Mozart, which is in the Sierra 
Blanca area, has an average sale 
price for properties listed there 
of just over 8.4 million euros.  

The company has only looked 
at roads with ten or more prop-
erties for sale, in order to reach 
a fair average. 

The second dearest road in 
Spain is also on the Costa del Sol, 
at Coto Zagaleta, where the av-
erage price is 6.7 million euros. 

In third place is a street on the 
exclusive La Morajela develop-

ment in Madrid at 6.3 million 
euros, while Marbella is ranked 
again in fourth place with Calle 
7 at Cascada de Camoján. Here 
homes cost 5.9 million euros on 
average. 

The entrance to the top-ranked Sierra Blanca road is guarded.  JOSELE

Calle Mozart in Marbella is the 
dearest road to buy on in Spain 

This building will become the San Pedro information centre.  JOSELE
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The divers are removing 
rubbish, including 
fishing lines which are 
hooked on the coral, in 
areas such as Maro and 
Cerro Gordo 

IGNACIO LILLO
 

MALAGA. Many people do not real-
ise, but there is coral on the sea 
bed off the Malaga coast, and some 
of the best-preserved examples 
can be found at Maro-Cerro Gordo 
and also at Punta de la Mona, in 
Granada province. For scientists 
these are very important animals 
- not plants - because they are bio-
indicators of the state of conser-
vation and climate change. “In the 
Mediterranean they are vital for 
the ecosystem. The fish use them 
as a refuge and to lay their eggs; 
without corals, there wouldn’t be 
other species,” says Fernando 
García Alarcón, president of the 
Equilibrio Marino association, 
which has set up the SOS Corales 
programme.  

“They are under threat; the con-
ditions of this population have been 
gradually deteriorating,” says Fer-
nando, and for this reason the as-
sociation is drawing up a marine 
recuperation plan, especially in 
the area between the provinces of 
Malaga and Granada. It has taken 
them two years to obtain the nec-
essary permits. They use the 
Promaris Uno boat, thanks to a col-
laboration with the Alnasur com-
pany. It has all the equipment nec-
essary to retrieve the rubbish col-
lected by the divers. They also have 
an agreement with Marina del Este 
port, where they can berth, and 
funding from the European Medi-
terranean Marine Protected Area 

association (MedPan); the Coral 
Guardian and several collaborat-
ing companies.  

The team of about 20 volun-
teers, all expert divers with sci-
entific knowledge, works at 
weekends to remove the rubbish 
which is affecting the ecosystem 
of the corals. “This is not normal 
cleaning of the sea bed, it is ma-
rine recuperation because the 
area is full of corals and pro-
tected species,” says Fernando 
García Alarcón. They have to 
work with extreme care to avoid 
causing damage. “It’s almost like 
being a surgeon,” he says. They 
also often find fishing traps and 
lines stuck on the coral, as well 
as other rubbish. “It’s very de-
tailed work and sometimes very 
time-consuming, but it gives in-
credible results.”  

An added difficulty is that cor-
als such as ‘Dendrophyllia ra-
mea’ start to appear at a depth 
of 30 to 50 metres, so the divers 
have to be experienced and work 
in a coordinated and well-
planned fashion.  

The final aim is for the Maro, 
Cerro Gordo and Punta de la 
Mona areas to become a Pro-
tected Marine Area, where fish-
ing cannot take place, and to cre-
ate a precedent for similar ar-
eas. The regional government is 
already working on draft regu-
lations, and these should be 
ready within a few months.

A volunteer working with corals on the sea bed.  SUR

Volunteers dive in to clean up the local 
sea bed and save the delicate coral

A team of divers removes rubbish which affects the coral.  SUR

“Coral is vital for the 
marine ecosystem. 
Without coral, there 
wouldn’t be other species”

About 20 volunteers work 
at weekends; they are all 
experienced divers with 
scientific knowledge
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Owners Telefónica are 
using 4G piggyback 
technology to speed up 
roll-out and help Spain 
“lead the fourth industrial 
revolution”  

EDURNE MARTÍNEZ 

MADRID. Spanish telco giant Te-
lefónica made the surprise an-
nouncement on Tuesday that it 
is turning on its advanced 5G 
mobile network in all of Spain. 
Telefónica is owner of the Movis-
tar brand, as well as the UK’s  
O2 and other wide-ranging  
interests. 

The firm says all regions now 
have the technological capabil-
ity and, by the end of 2020, 75 
per cent of people in Spain will 

be able to access its 5G service 
with Movistar.  

The president of Telefónica, 
José María Álvarez-Pallete, said 
that the initiative was “a golden 
opportunity” for Spain to lead 
what he called “the fourth in-
dustrial revolution”. 

The aim is for all towns with 
a population over 20,000 to have 
the service by the end of the 
year. 

The company also recently 
announced that it is pushing out 
fibre optic to all areas of Spain 
for 2025.  

Telefónica’s chief explained 
in the public announcement this 
week that Spain already has the 
largest fibre optic network in 
Europe. 

Double 4G and 5G use 

To get 5G out to so many people 
so quickly, Telefónica is using 
DSS (Dynamic Spectrum Shar-
ing) technology, which allows 
5G to piggyback on the existing 
Movistar 4G network. Any new 
infrastructure will be added 
gradually, as needed.  

Older technology will be 
slowly switched off in the com-
ing years, the company has said. 

“One hundred per cent of the 
copper wire network will have 
been replaced by fibre by 2025, 
the same time that the 3G net-
work is switched off.”  

Vodafone was the first net-
work to announce 5G for Spain 
in summer last year, but with 
more limited coverage. Currently 
it is in 21 cities. Orange has also 
said it will start a limited 5G 
service in Spain this year. 

Movistar announces it will cover three 
quarters of Spain with 5G by year’s end 

The International 
Organization for Migration 
will support people who  
need to properly register 
their right to live in Spain 

JENNIE RHODES
 

MALAGA. The International Or-
ganization for Migration (IOM) 
is offering practical support to 
UK nationals who may find it 
harder to complete all their resi-
dency application procedures 
to secure and maintain resi-
dency rights in EU countries 
post Brexit.  

In Spain, the project is help-
ing UK nationals residing in the 

Madrid, Andalucía and Murcia 
areas. 

IOM, through the UK Nation-
als Support Fund (UKNSF), aims 
to reach 30,000 at-risk UK na-
tionals over the next year 
through information activities 
and practical support. 

It is designed to focus particu-
larly on individuals who face 
specific challenges, such as peo-
ple living with disabilities or 
chronic illness, language and 
literacy or technology barriers.  

For more information about 
how to access help, visit the web-
site (www.spain.iom.int), send an 
email (UKnationalsSP@iom.int) 
or call the Malaga/Costa del Sol 
office (650 339 754).

Brexit residency help available 
for Britons with disabilities, 
chronic illness or other barriers

The 5G technology permits much faster data processing on mobiles.  REUTERS

MADRID 

Government begins 
task of setting a  budget  

SUR.  The Socialist-led govern-
ment of prime minister Pedro 
Sánchez has begun the tortu-
ous task of preparing a national 
budget. This week the PM held 
meetings with rival parties.  

The last time parliament ap-
proved a budget plan was 2018, 
under the previous PP govern-
ment. Spain has been running 
on a rolling renewal since then.  

However, new budgets are 
needed to access multi-billion-
euro post-Covid EU aid.  The 
conservative PP told the PM it 
won’t approve any if radical Uni-
das Podemos,  Socialist coali-
tion partners, are involved. Cen-
trist Ciudadanos has said it may 
do if the plan is moderate.  

IN BRIEF

MADRID 

Number of  pensioners 
falls since Covid-19 

SUR.  The coronavirus crisis has 
also impacted on the state pen-
sion system. In the first six 
months of this year, the num-
ber of pensioners, including 
disability and old age, fell, 
bucking the trend of increases 
in recent years.   

Since the start of the pan-
demic, the Social Security de-
partment is paying out 27,592 
monthly pensions fewer, tak-
ing into account new claimants 
and those who no longer claim. 

 Since January,  317,669 peo-
ple have stopped claiming their 
pensions, 12.9 per cent  more 
than a year ago. 9,777,556 re-
ceived a pension in August. The 
average was 1012.94 euros.
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CRIME 

Wanted suspect 
detained at border 

D. B.  A 53-year-old Moroccan 
man who is a resident of Bel-
gium was arrested by Gibraltar 
police on Monday evening af-
ter being stopped by Borders & 
Coastguard Agency officers   
while entering Gibraltar. 

A check of his documents 
flagged up that he is wanted by 
the authorities in Morocco for 
alleged participation in a crimi-
nal conspiracy relating to the 
possession, exportation and 
marketing of controlled drugs.  

A Diffusion Notice had been 
issued by Interpol in Rabat, and 
the suspect, whose initials are 

H.E.A., appeared before the 
Magistrates’ Court this week fol-
lowing the execution of a Pro-
visional Warrant of Arrest is-
sued under Section 9 (6) of the  
2018 Extradition Act.

The Gibraltar border.  SUR

POLITICS 

Brexit talks with UK 
continued this week 

D. B.  The chief minister of Gi-
braltar and members of his team 
flew to London this week to con-
tinue discussions with the UK 
government in preparation for 
the next round of Brexit nego-
tiations between the UK and the 
EU later this month. 

Upon his return, in an inter-

view with local media, Fabian 
Picardo declined to give details 
of the discussions or the nego-
tiations, but did indicate that it 
might be possible for Gibraltar 
to have a separate arrangement 
with the EU although he said it 
would be complex and “devil-
ishly difficult” in some respects.  

Picardo also stressed that 
nothing would be countenanced 
that would affect Gibraltar’s sov-
ereignty, jurisdiction or control 
of its territory. 

The OECD has again 
granted the Rock 
‘largely compliant’ 
status, which is the same 
as the USA, Germany, 
the UK and Spain 

DEBBIE BARTLETT
 

GIBRALTAR. Once again Gibraltar 
has achieved the second-highest 
OECD rating of ‘largely compli-
ant’ in the latest Peer Review of 
tax information exchange carried 
out by a team of OECD Global Fo-
rum expert assessors. This places 
Gibraltar on the same level as the 
USA, Germany, the UK and Spain. 
The review included an onsite 
visit to Gibraltar by a Global Fo-
rum assessment team in 2019. 

The expert assessors are tax 
officials drawn from tax authori-
ties of OECD Global Forum mem-
ber jurisdictions with “substan-
tial relevant experience of trans-
parency and exchange of infor-
mation for tax purposes, includ-
ing relevant practical experience”. 

Chief Minister Fabian Picardo, 
who is also the minister with re-
sponsibility for Finance and the 

International Exchange of Infor-
mation, thanked the Finance Cen-
tre Department and Income Tax 
Office for their hard work over the 
past ten years, dealing with hun-
dreds of requests for information 
from partner countries, saying they 
had in no small measure contrib-
uted over the years “to consolidat-
ing Gibraltar’s solid reputation as 
an internationally-cooperative ju-

risdiction, notably in terms of trans-
parency and the exchange of in-
formation for tax purposes”. 

Albert Isola, the Minister for 
Financial Services, said the re-
port confirms the 2014 findings, 
that Gibraltar is on a par with 
four major nations, which he is  
pleased about, and that it is 
something “we should all be 
proud of”. 

Financial Services Minister Albert Isola.  SUR

Gibraltar retains second-
highest tax transparency status
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One size doesn’t fit all

S
pain’s Socialist govern-
ment is right to stick to 
its decision, made after 

the state of alarm ended in 
June, to hand control of the 
new wave of Covid outbreaks 
to regional governments. The 
point now up for debate is 
whether Pedro Sanchez’s coali-
tion should also have em-
ployed a similar strategy back 
in March, rather than impos-
ing a blanket lockdown on 
every part of the country, 
which included a two-week 
“hibernation” of the entire 
economy.  

The disparities between the 
number of new Covid cases re-
corded in different regions of 
Spain highlight the flaws of a 
centralised approach to the vi-
rus. Throughout July, the ma-
jority of new infections were 
occurring in Aragon and Cata-
lonia, but now Madrid is the 
worst-hit region, accounting 
for around a third of all the 
most recent cases. It would 
make zero sense if Cantabria 
and Extremadura  - which have 
always been two of the least-af-
fected regions - were now re-
quired to adopt restrictions 
deemed necessary in the 
densely populated capital, or 
indeed any other parts of the 
country that have seen sharp 
rises in new infections since 
lockdown ended.  

During the first half of this 
year, the centralised contain-
ment approach employed by 
Sánchez was partly responsible 
for the damage sustained by 
the Spanish economy, espe-
cially that suffered by the la-
bour market and the tourism 
industry. According to the lat-
est Eurostat figures, Spain lost 
the most jobs in Europe during 
the first six months of 2020, 
with an overall drop of 8.5% in 

employment (1% the first quar-
ter and 7.5% in the second).  

In part, these downturns are 
explicable with reference to 
the structure of Spain’s labour 
market, specifically its heavy 
reliance on temporary con-
tracts, a disproportionate 
amount of which are in the se-
verely affected hospitality and 
tourism sectors.  

Figures from Spain’s Na-
tional Institute of Statistics 
show that, during the second 
quarter of this year, just 2% of 
permanent positions were lost, 
but 11% of all temporary con-
tracts were cancelled. This im-
balance is partly why the over-
all drop in employment was 
not as high in France or Ger-
many - which saw 1.4% and 
2.8% reductions during the 
first six months of 2020, re-
spectively - and highlights a 
long-standing problem that re-
quires the government’s im-
mediate attention. 

The fundamental cause of 
Spain’s employment down-
turns, however, was a stultify-
ing lockdown, which resulted 
in a contraction of 18.5% of 
GDP during the second quar-
ter of 2020 - the worst for al-
most a century. The only other 
European country that suf-
fered comparable damage is 
the UK, which also imposed 
strict confinement measures 
and which saw a reduction of 
20.4% between April and June 
- the worst on record. Over the 
coming months and years, as 
the long-term effects of blan-
ket lockdowns emerge, there 
will hopefully be a considered 
debate about their pros and 
cons; but in the meantime, 
each regional government in 
Spain should have the free-
dom to react to the specifics of 
its situation. 

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

L. PALACIOS
 

MADRID. Amid concerns another 
lockdown may come, government, 
unions and business leaders are 
close to agreeing measures to give 
extra protection to staff who now 
work from home (WFH). 

Unions have been pushing for 
a special law and a draft is being 
finalised. Public sector workers 
are likely to be left out however 

at this stage. The large UGT un-
ion has said that the draft is “in-
novative” and “very balanced” in 
the rights and responsibilities of 
WFH staff.  

The Ministry of Work hopes to 
issue a final draft shortly after a 
meeting this week. The govern-
ment has agreed to increase the 
threshold of the amount of a 
worker’s time that is regularly 
spent at home for them to be 

classed as WFH staff from 20 per 
cent to 30 per cent, approximately 
a day and a half a week.  

Business leaders in the nego-
tiations had complained that the 
original government threshold of 
20 per cent, or one day a week, 
pushed too many workers into 
the WFH bracket, as staff fre-
quently are allowed a day out of 
the office as a flexitime perk. The 
unions appeared prepared to con-
cede this change, depending on 
seeing the final document.  

The new law aims to protect 
workers with help paying some 
of their home office expenses and 
ensuring their free time is re-
spected. WFH staff’s duty to their 
employers is also included. 

Plans taking shape for specific 
legislation to protect staff 
who now work from home 

Government, unions and 
business leaders are 
meeting today (4 
September) to agree new 
measures for ERTEs into 
the winter months 

J. M. CAMARERO / L. PALACIOS/ 

N. TRIGUERO
 

MADRID. The government is nego-
tiating with unions and business 
leaders how to extend the national 
furloughing programme (ERTEs) 
when the current Covid-19 scheme 
runs out on 30 September.  

On the table at a meeting be-
tween the different sides in Palma 
de Mallorca today (Friday 4 Sep-
tember) is allowing extensions in 
sectors linked to tourism.  

On Thursday this week, the Min-
ister of Work, Yolanda Díaz, said 
that the government is looking to 
“redesign a protective mechanism” 
that covers not just the tourism 
sector in the strictest sense, “but 
the whole chain [of supply]”. 

In her comments she men-
tioned as likely firms: travel 
agents, transport companies, lei-
sure operators and cultural firms.  

The minister also confirmed, 
“without a doubt”, that the ERTEs 
would be extended in some form 

and that these measures would 
last, “until necessary”. Firms in 
the tourism sector have been ask-
ing for an extension until Easter.  

Among the issues being de-
bated today is how much of a fur-
loughed worker’s salary should 
be paid out by Social Security. Cur-
rently it is 70 per cent, but the law 
reduces this to 50 per cent after 
six months. The government has 
said it is open to reviewing this. 

Data released this week showed 
that in August, in Malaga prov-
ince, eight of every ten workers 
who were furloughed were back 
at work. Now the peak tourist sea-
son is over, uncertainty about jobs 
is back again. 

A worker at a hotel in Malaga this summer after reopening.  F. SILVA

Extending furloughing for tourism 
related staff being negotiated 

45,000 more 
registered jobless 
locally than a year ago 

Social Security data for 
August has shown a rise of 
970 people in Malaga province 
who are registered as out of 
work. The jobless total nor-
mally jumps at the end of 
August as summer contracts 
end. Looking at the last 12 
months overall, there were 
44,989 more registered unem-
ployed locally than in August 
2019, a 33 per cent rise.    
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LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

My children just moved yesterday (28 August)  to Calle Maes-
tro Segovia in Benalmádena. On Wednesday when we ar-
rived with items for their move-in, the police were on their 
street talking to a neighbor. All they did was talk. They did 
nothing else. Did not approach the residence in question, 
which was next door to the neighbor they talked with. They 
just left. 

The house next door to this neighbor is owned by an Ameri-
can. His lawyer had called the police - who did nothing - be-
cause there are squatters in the home. These squatters have 
been there for an indefinite period. They climb over the wall 
to their right to use the pool of another unoccupied home. 

When we came back to my children’s home later the same 
day, the squatters were having a raucous time in the pool - 
just 2 doors down from their new home. These squatters, 
from the little we could see over the gate, are young and male.  

My children will alarm their house, which they will be liv-
ing in full time. But they are not happy that there are un-
known squatters living across the street and using the homes 
of two people who don’t have the ability to remove these 
break-and-enter lawbreakers from their residences. 

My daughter’s husband is Swedish. He will alert everyone 
he knows in Sweden about this. We will tell everyone we 
know here in Spain about it. We expect everyone to be law-
abiding like us. Since Spain allows criminals to illegally oc-
cupy homes of strangers, we will not consider buying a home 
here in Spain, where we live full time and where we could 
easily afford to buy a home. 

Do not suggest in your article that this is not a problem in 
the Costa del Sol. You are doing a great disservice by sug-
gesting that this is not an issue. This cannot be an isolated 
example. 

As Americans, we are in disbelief that Spain allows law-
breakers to simply take over someone’s home. This is un-
conscionable.  It should be addressed, not glossed over or 
shoved under a rug. It is a serious issue and laws should be 
made or changed to fix it. ROSEANN WEBER

Squatters

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

T hat’s the weird thing 
about Ramones T-shirts 
- every time I see some-

body wearing one, I feel this pow-
erful impulse to stride up to the 
person concerned and ask them 
which are their five favourite 
songs by the band. I never do of 
course because it would be very 
rude and I’d be racked with self-
loathing for the next five years. 

A similar urge overwhelms 
me whenever the subject of the 
Rolling Stones rears its goaty 
head. 

 ‘What’s your favourite Stones 
album?’ 

 ‘Oh, Exile On Main Street, 
brother. It’s gotta be, hasn’t it? 
The production, dude - it’s wild.’ 

‘Really? Which songs on it do 
you like?’ 

‘Tumbling Dice is epic, man. 
And, er... well... er, you know... 
well, er anyway, it’s just the over-
all feel, brother.’ 

 The truth is even the days 

when people actually listened 
to records, nobody ever played 
Exile On Main Street in its en-
tirety because it’s a mightily 
long-winded (double) album with 
lots of instantly forgettable songs 
on it. Nevertheless, it maintains 
an almost mythical status as 
their finest body of work. Some-
times someone will mention the 
track Happy in a half-hearted 
attempt to support their argu-
ment but that’s only because 
they vaguely remember it’s the 
one with Keith Richards singing 
lead vocals on it, which fact I 
would love to believe led directly 
to creation of the Spanish re-
frain ‘zapatero a tus zapatos’ 
(roughly translated as ‘shoe-
maker, stick to making shoes.’). 

 The truth is, Rolling Stones 
albums in their entirety were 
never very good. Generally, they 
would consist of two or three 
sublime songs and six or seven 
fillers that nobody ever wanted 

to listen to ever again. 
I was reminded of all of this 

ancient musical history the other 
day when I read in the paper that 
Mick, Keith & Co. are about to 
re-release Goat’s Head Soup on 
the occasion of its 1,450th an-
niversary or something. Why? 
Surely a better option would be 
just to put Angie out again since 
it was the only song on that re-
cord that anyone really liked and 
then slap a bonus track on the 
B-side. You know the kind of 
thing - a rare acoustic demo of 
‘Dancing With Mr. D’ recorded 
up Keith’s favourite coconut tree 
with Mick slurring his words and 
playing out-of-time maracas in 
the background. 

By the way, Sheena Is A Punk 
Rocker and Hey Ho, Let’s Go 
are the only two Ramones 
songs I can think of off the top 
of my head because I never 
really liked them and I haven’t 
got the T-shirt.

Ancient Stones

THE MUSIC MAKER 
PETER EDGERTON 
www.e-peter.com
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S ummer in the UK and some other 
countries is typically known as 
silly season. Politicians are on holi-

day and there is generally little news to 
report. Journalists spend their time 
searching around for at best benign and 
at worse frivolous stories that are of lit-
tle consequence.   

In July it was reported that a man in 
Vélez-Málaga had been arrested for not 
wearing a mask in a bank and during 
lockdown, people across Spain were 

caught taking anything from goats (I’m 
not kidding, if you’ll pardon the pun) to 
toy dogs out for walks just to get out of 
the house. I mean, you couldn’t make it 
up! 

This is proof that it’s been hard to know 
when silly season actually started and 
although the nights are clearly drawing 
in and autumn is just around the corner, 
there are few signs to suggest it is draw-
ing to an end. 

In the UK the first Prime Minister’s 

Questions took place on Wednesday and 
in Spain, while prime minister Pedro 
Sánchez and other leaders have been on 
holiday, the council of ministers has con-
tinued to sit throughout August. 

Schools across Europe have either al-
ready gone back or will be doing so in 
the next fortnight and it feels like a beast, 
which has been to some extent tamed, 
is about to be unleashed again.  

But this time we are prepared for the 
sudden announcements and overnight 
changes vis à vis coronavirus, aren’t we? 
It’s surprising how quickly we have be-
come used to freedoms and privileges 
being taken away from us quicker than 
you can say Covid-19. And if you’re a Brit 
in Spain reading this and dreading Brexit, 
you already knew what I meant about 
freedoms and privileges, before the vi-
rus came to stay.  

Looking ahead to autumn and winter, 
along with whatever sudden changes Co-
vid-19 might bring, we have the US elec-
tions to look forward to. Another four 
years of Trump’s tweets or will America 
wake up and say ‘enough is enough’?  

As for the Brits in Spain and the rest 
of the EU, as well as our fellow EU citi-
zens in the UK, the end really is nigh. On 
31 December the UK will have transi-
tioned out of the EU after four and a half 
years of Brexit. 

While summer is almost over and poli-
ticians are back at work giving journal-
ists plenty to keep them going for the 
next few months, I can’t help thinking 
that silly season is not.  

I for one am looking forward to more 
stories about goat and toy dog walkers 
and people being arrested for not wear-
ing masks in banks.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
JENNIE RHODES

Silly season

 
Mum, I don‛t like this new 

school uniform...
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I
n 2004, a council digger driver 
sent to excavate a new water de-
posit in a field on the outskirts 

of Salar, Granada, noticed a quan-
tity of small tiles appearing in the 
bucket of his machine. 

These pieces of Roman mo-
saic, part of a floor of an ostenta-
tious villa, were the beginning 
of an amazing archaeological 
discovery that continues to un-
earth treasures from the Roman 
era. 

The Romans left their mark 
all over the Iberian peninsula 
but this find is one of the most 
important in Spain. The town of 
Salar is located close to the route 

that linked Illiberis (Granada) 
and Llurco (Pinos Puente, Gra-
nada) with Anticaria (Antequera, 
Malaga) during a time when An-
dalucía (known as Baetica) was 
an important exporter of wheat, 
wine and oil to the rest of the Ro-
man Empire. However, the owner 
of this luxurious villa was un-
likely to have been a farmer, as 
the intricate detail in the colour-
ful mosaics, the quality of the 
marble statues (some carved by 
the finest sculptors in Imperial 
Rome and shipped over) and the 
wealth of decoration, have led 
archaeologists to believe that the 
‘dominus’ or owner of the prop-

erty was a member of the Roman 
Senate or close to the Roman 
court. It is also possible that he 
had interests in, or owned, the 
marble quarries nearby. 

The villa itself is located in a 
slight dip which is bordered by 
a stream, although the stream 
was likely to be have been fur-
ther away from the property 
around 2,019 years ago when 
the villa was built.  

Work on uncovering this in-
valuable part of Spanish history 
has been slow. Although discov-
ered in 2004, funding wasn’t 
available for the first phase un-
til 2006 and work was only able 

to continue until 
2011 when the 

project ran out 
of money. In 

this first 
phase, ar-
c h a e o l o -
gists un-
c o v e r e d  
the tri-
cl inium , 
or formal 
d i n i n g  

room, with 
an intricate 

m o s a i c  
which was 

damaged by the 
digger. This would 

have been at the back 
of the property. 

At the end of the open-air din-
ing room is a stone grotto and 
fountain where two marble 
nymphs (revered by Romans as 
deities of nature and especially 
water) resided, but these are now 
in the Granada museum. The 
room has a shallow moat on 
three sides with a plug and pipe-
work to drain it when the water 
needed changing. 

Subsequent digs revealed that 
the triclinium opens into the 
peristylium, a central patio off 
which would have been the bed-
rooms and other living spaces, 
however this is yet to be uncov-
ered. In this part of the villa the 
archaeologists discovered ‘tubi 
fittili’ - tapered, hollow terra-
cotta pipes that fit one inside 
the other and were used to make 
vaulted ceilings. 

Around this patio is a corri-
dor, unique in that it has some 
of the most amazing mosaics 
seen in Spain. It depicts not only 
aquatic creatures (fish, a lobster 

and a crab), but also a mermaid 
with a sea serpent and a tiger 
playing with a ball.  

The corridor on the other side 
of the patio is equally as stunning 
and possibly features the owner 
(dominus) himself, hunting a 
large boar with a podenco-type 
hound. His tunic is made of glass 
tesserae as opposed to the usual 
stone or pottery used. There are 
also realistic depictions of lions 
and leopards which suggests that 
the craftsmen had been to Africa 
or were from Africa.  

A major find 
It was in this part of the corri-
dor that the statue of Venus Pu-
dica Capitoline was discovered 
being used as a ‘filler’ in a wall 
that was built sometime after 
the villa was abandoned. 

The Venus, discovered in 2018, 
was a major find, one that sur-
passed all the others (so far). The 
term pudica refers to the fact that 
she covers her pubic area with 
one hand, while the other hand 
covers her breast. Capitoline re-
fers to the capital Rome, where 
the original statue, carved by the 
Greek sculptor Praxiteles in the 
third century BC, was displayed. 
Wealthy families and people of 
consequence had copies made to 
show off in their homes. 

Salar’s Venus is missing one 
arm and both legs are in pieces 
but incredibly her slender neck 
remained intact when she was 
embedded, face-down in the 
wall. She is on display in the visi-
tor centre in Salar’s town hall 
which hopes that one day, when 
funding is sufficient, to move 
her to a museum on the site of 
the villa. This Venus Pudica is 
one of only one hundred in the 
world.  

Lack of funding 
According to a spokesperson 
from the town hall, the local 
council is funding the whole pro-
ject along with a small grant 
from the Diputación provincial 
government, crowdfunding and 
donations. The workers on the 
site are all volunteers from the 
University of Granada.  

The current campaign will 
only run for a year due to lack 
of funds but it has already un-
covered the corner of another 
room with intricate mosaic floor 
and, on the last day of the un-
covering process earlier this 
week, one end of the long corri-
dor with more of the colourful 

The Venus Pudica Capitoline is one of only 100 in the world.  VILLA ROMANA SALAR

The Roman villa is 

believed to have been built 

around 1AD but was 

reformed several times 

until about 5AD

 Ancient history.  Archaeologists 
are currently working in phase 
five of the project to uncover 
the  luxurious villa found  by 
accident  just outside Salar in 
Granada province

The Roman 
jewel discovered 
in Salar

DENISE BUSH

S   The detail of 
some of the mosa-
ics led archaeolo-

gists to believe the 
owner was a sena-
tor or connected to 
the Roman court
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hunting scene mosaic depicting 
a lion and a man on horseback 
appeared from beneath the soil. 

 The rest of the year will be 
spent cataloguing the finds and 
meticulously sifting and rinsing 
the earth in the spoil heap, look-
ing for fragments not only from 
the Roman era, but from subse-
quent occupation of the villa. 

Guided visits 

The town hall gives guided tours 
of the site and the visitor centre 
has information and artefacts 
not just from the Roman era, but 
also from prehistory and the oc-
cupation of the area by the 
Moors. 

 There is a detailed model of 
what the villa may have looked like 
over 2,000 years ago, although af-

ter the initial phase they have de-
cided that it is most likely much 
bigger than what they originally 
thought. 

Visits are by appointment only 

(https://www.aytovillaromanade-
salar.es/) while the Facebook page 
‘Villa Romana Salar’ is updated 
regularly with new findings and 
works in progress.

The mosaic in the long corridor shows a hunting scene.  VILLA ROMANA SALAR

The ‘dominus’ fighting a wild boar.  VILLA ROMANA SALAR

SOCIETY SCENE

MIJAS COSTA 

Age Care honour Anette 
Skou on her retirement 

SUR.  The Mijas Costa branch of 
Age Care recently offered a spe-
cial thank you to Anette Skou, 
who retired in July after having 
worked for over 35 years as co-
ordinator of the Foreigners De-
partment at Mijas Town Hall  

“We would like to thank 
Anette and the Foreigners De-
partment for all the collabora-
tion and work during these 
years,” said Tom Tarr, Age Care 
vice-president. “Together we 
have been able to help many for-
eigners in Mijas in difficult situa-
tions over the years and we 
would like to wish Anette all the 
best in her retirement.” 

Age Care works to help  older, 

vulnerable foreigners in Mijas, 
and Anette thanked the branch 
for arranging  the special event 
to mark her retirement and said 
it had been a pleasure to work 
and collaborate with them.  

Anette has been replaced in 
her role by Katja Thirion and 
councillor Arancha López. 

Anette with Age Care members.  SUR

FUENGIROLA 

Church presents leaving 
member with gifts  

SUR.  Father Nigel Stimpson, chap-
lain of St Andrew’s Chaplaincy in 
Fuengirola presented Antonio 
David Soria with a gift last Sun-
day as he is leaving to study Ar-
chitecture at Granada University. 
Antonio has been a part of the 

congregation since he was born 
and took his First Communion 
in the chaplaincy there. 

As many of his lectures at the 
university will be online, the con-
gregation bought him a printer, 
drawing implements and a tube 
for transporting documents. 

Antonio said he would miss 
his church family but was look-
ing forward to his new life in 
Granada. 
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The actor told the press 
this week that he will be 
changing the format of the 
Goyas and is planning an 
exciting show for the 
autumn of 2021 

MALAGA. Antonio Banderas, now 
recovered from Covid-19, called 
an informal press conference at 
the Teatro del Soho Caixabank this 
week to talk about his theatre, film 
and television projects and show 
that he is once again at the helm 
of his ship. 

 He explained that his corona-
virus had not been asymptomatic: 
he had had a fever, but “now I feel 
fine”. So much so, that the actor, 
director and producer revealed 
that he is preparing a new Broad-
way musical for 2021, that the pro-
gramme for his theatre will include 
Ana Belén, Ricardo Darín and José 
María Pou, and explained that his 
latest project, the Soho TV produc-
tion company, will feature an in-
terview programme.  

He is also currently preparing 
for the Goya awards, which will be 
held at the theatre next year, and 
he has firm plans to introduce 
some changes. 

 “I want to make them much 
shorter, with a certain solemnity 
about them, less frivolity.These 
awards will be special because what 
has happened in this country has 
been very serious,” he said. 

 He will be persenting the gala 
together with journalist María 
Casado. Logically, reservations will 
depend on how the pandemic 
evolves, but he said “we are going 
to see how things are in February 
and, depending on that, I have a 
plan A, a plan B and a plan C”.   

Banderas explained that the 
Soho theatre had kept going 
through the pandemic, partly due 

to organising the Goyas. He is not 
yet prepared to announce the pro-
gramme of future shows at the 
Soho until October, to avoid an-
nouncing them and then finding 
they cannot take place, as occurred 
with A Chorus Line in Madrid in 
September and in the summer at 
La Malagueta bullring.  

“This is a company with 95 peo-
ple and an investment of one and 
a half million euros, and if one per-
son tested positive we would have 
had to stop everything, so it was 
an incredible risk,” he said about 
the cancellation of his Broadway 
musical this year. He also reiter-
ated the safety measures put into 
effect to protect the public and the 
workers, and stressed that “no-
body in this theatre has tested posi-
tive; I caught the virus elsewhere.” 
It was at a dinner, in fact.  

An interview programme 

Antonio Banderas also gave de-
tails of the first steps towards one 
of his new projects, the Soho TV 
production company. “I can tell 
you that we are going to do pro-
grammes with interviews with ma-
jor names in politics and philoso-
phy,” he said, as well as music and 
flamenco programmes.  

This theatre in Malaga is Ban-
deras’ dream, and he confirmed 
that he has now set aside projects 
as a film director in order to con-
centrate on it, although he will 
have to finish the two films he was 
working on which had to be sus-
pended because of lockdown. He 
will shortly be heading for Ger-
many to film Uncharted, the su-
per-production which is an adap-
tation of the videogame of the 
same name, and on 18 Septem-
ber he will resume filming Com-
petencia Oficial in Madrid.  

In October, he plans to start re-
hearsing the next Broadway mu-
sical at the Teatro de Soho. We are 
not allowed to know which one it 
is yet, because the purchase of the 
rights is still being finalised. It will 
not premiere until late 2021, as 
Banderas plans to continue the in-
ternational tour of A Chorus Line 
beforehand. 

Although everything depends 
on the evolution of the pandemic,  
his schedule “in an ideal world” is 
to take A Chorus Line to London 
in July and New York in August,  
and then return to Malaga to star 
in the new musical on which he is 
already working and is longing to 
be able to announce.

Banderas back in good health and working on a 
new Broadway musical for his Soho Theatre

Antonio Banderas, at the press conference this week.  DIEGO CONESA

FRANCISCO 
GRIÑÁN 
 

It’s a wrap for the 
Film Festival 
 
The 23rd Malaga Film Festival, 

a prestigious international 
event focusing on Spanish lan-
guage work, ended last week-
end with its traditional awards 

ceremony. This year’s festival 
had been delayed from March 
due to Covid-19 and had a very 

different format as a result. 
Winner of the Biznaga de Oro, 
the top prize, was director Pilar 

Palomero (pictured centre) for 
her first film, Las Niñas (The 
Girls). The work explores ado-
lescence in the 1990s with 

autobiographical elements.   ÑITO SALAS
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It’s not hard to find a flavour of 
Scotland on the Costa del Sol and 
the rest of southern Spain. Now 
a favourite place for Scots to holi-
day and live, the connections with 
Scotland go back even further. 

Somewhere to stay 

On the celebrity trail 

In the 80s Marbella was associ-
ated with Scotland, or rather a 
Scottish actor. Famous “Agent 
007” Sean Connery became one 
of the best known celebrity resi-
dents of Marbella. The actor and 
his wife Micheline Roquebrune 
settled in 1970 in the stylish villa 
Casa Malibú close to Puerto 
Banús, an area full of hotels and 
holiday villas today. 

Scottish-born Deborah Kerr 
also enjoyed life in Marbella for 
35 years. They say that early suc-
cess on the stage and on the 
screen made the actress look for 
“a haven to get away from the pa-
parazzi”. It seems like in 1972 
Kerr and her second husband, 
Peter Viertel, found their haven at 
one of the most peaceful spots of 
Marbella - Río Real. In recogni-
tion of Kerr’s talent, Marbella has 
a street named after her - Calle 
Deborah Kerr. Close by you can 
find the first boutique hotel of 
Marbella - Río Real Boutique Ho-
tel that offers all guests a VIP stay 
in its luxury rooms. 

The atmosphere 

Back in time 

Teba is a small town in the prov-
ince of Malaga with a special Scot-
tish connection. Since 2005, the 
Douglas Days Festival has taken 
visitors back to the Middle Ages 
to the days of Sir James Douglas, 

also known as Black Douglas. 
This Scottish knight had the task 
of taking the embalmed heart of 
Robert the Bruce, King of the 
Scots, to the Holy Sepulchre in 
Jerusalem. His mission was un-
fortunately not completed as 
Douglas was killed during the 
siege of Teba castle in 1330. A  
Scottish atmosphere is created 
in Teba every August with the 
help of several bagpipe bands.  

Experience 

Bagpipes on the Costa 

Last year, Leslie Thompson, an 
Argentinian of Scottish descent, 
founded ‘The Sur Pipe Band’ - 
the coast’s first Spanish bagpipe 
group. Leslie moved to 
Benalmádena in 1990 and since 
then has been teaching locals 
how to play the Great Highland 
Bagpipes. 

Benalmádena’s ice rink was 
once the scene of a sport that 
originated in Scotland in the early 
16th century - curling. At the be-
ginning of the 21st century, curl-
ing made an appearance on the 
Costa del Sol. The local team - 
Los Compadres - started playing 
at the Club Municipal de Hielo in 
Arroyo de la Miel almost ten years 
ago. They have also trained in 
Madrid and even in Edinburgh.  

Scottish menu 

Haggis, neeps and tatties 

On the Costa del Sol there are 
plenty of bars with Scottish own-
ers. One of them is Ollie’s Bar in 
Benalmádena. Several venues in 
the area have hosted Burns 
Nights in honour of the poet Rob-
ert Burns over the years. In Mar-
bella this year a typical Scottish 

dinner was prepared at La Sala 
Banús on 24 January. The menu 
consisted of authentic dishes in-
cluding Scottish salmon, haggis, 
neeps and tatties, along with  
other typical local dishes.  

While haggis is the national 
dish of Scotland, a similar type 
of dish is made in Spain called  
‘Chireta’. This Aragonese savoury 
pudding is made with sheep of-
fal, ham, pork belly with fat trim-
mings, and rice instead of the 
oatmeal used in the Scottish rec-
ipe. The meat is minced, then 
combined with cooked rice and 
flavourings such as sweet pa-

prika, garlic, cinnamon and pars-
ley. Just as in Scotland, the mix-
ture is then packed into a sheep’s 
stomach and boiled. Every No-
vember, the Fiesta de la Chireta 
is celebrated in the village of 
Pozán de Vero. 

Souvenir 

Tartan made in Spain 

Grazalema is said to be the wet-
test town in the whole of Spain. 
It is famous for its goats and 
its cheese and the frequent 
rains make the wool from the 
local goats very special - 
cleaner and more thoroughly 

washed than any other. Unsur-
prisingly, in Grazalema there 
is a long tradition of hand-
crafted blanket weaving with 
natural fibres, natural colours 
and hand-crafted methods of 
production. At the Grazalema 
woollen mill some of the blan-
kets, ponchos, scarves, shawls 
and other wool accessories are 
inspired by Scottish traditions. 
Today tartan is the flagship de-
sign of the Grazalema woollen 
collections, including scarves, 
shawls, ponchos and hats made 
in the Scottish style (mantas-
degrazalema.com).

THE WORLD ON YOUR DOORSTEP

The Scottish influence

ALEKK M. 
SAANDERS

 Scotland.  The international nature of 
the Costa del Sol offers the chance to 
experience the flavour of another 
country without travelling too far

Deborah Kerr in Marbella in 1973. Sean Connery and his wife on the Costa del Sol.

Douglas Days festival in Teba.
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GARDENING

This prickly plant is a member 
of the Berkheya genus, a group 
of 75 species all indigenous to 
South Africa. A member of the 
Asteraceae family, the genus 
contains both shrubs and per-
ennials with spiny pinnate 
leaves and yellow, white or pur-
ple daisy-like flowers.  

Berkheya purpurea is one 
of the most attractive of the 
group, with a rosette of dense, 

shiny leaves up to 45 cm long 
which are downy white on the 
underside and edged with 
spines. The leaves are unusual 
as they form broad wings run-
ning down the stems which 
can grow to around 
75cm tall.  

In sum-
mer the 
flowers 
op en ,  

each one approximately 8cm 
across,  on branched stems; 
sometimes as many as fifteen 
per stem.   

The outer ring of pale blue 
or purple petals surround a 

button of darker purple 
florets in the mid-

dle and each 
flower will last 

for several 
days be-
fore fad-
ing. The 
w h o l e  
flower is 
p r o -
tected at 
the back 

by a spiny 
green bract 

which closes 
over the seed 

head as it ripens.  
Common names 

for this pretty plant in-
clude South African thistle and 
the purple sunflower and it will 
provide plenty of food for bees 
and other pollinating insects.  

The natural habitat of Berk-
heya purpurea is on river banks 
and steep mountain slopes. It 
has a long tap root and, once 
established, will tolerate short 
periods of drought. However, 
regular watering during the 
summer will ensure lush 
growth. It prefers free-drain-
ing soil with lots of organic ma-
terial added and although it will 
grow in full sun, some after-
noon shade is preferable.  

A German botanist founded 
the genus in 1788 and named 
it after Dutch botanist Jan le 
Francq van Berkhey (1729 - 
1812). 

Propagation by seed is easy 
although named species may 
be sterile or not come true to 
type. Plants grown from seed 
should flower in the first year 
as it is a very fast grower. 

Berkheya purpurea

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Berkheya purpurea and a close-up of a flower (inset).  WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

Alison Dent sent in this photo and says, “This plant is growing on 
my terrace. It’s Aechmea fasciata – Silver Vase or Urn Plant. Native 
to Brazil. This is the first year that it has flowered and the flower 

lasts all the summer!” 

Aechmea fasciata

ALISON DENT

This photo of fun red and white spotted flower pots on a white-
washed wall was sent in by Cyril Todd. 

Spotted in Sabinillas

CYRIL TODD
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TONY  
BRYANT

O
n 4 September 1936, 
Spanish politician and 
trade unionist Fran-

cisco Largo Caballero was des-
ignated the 134th Prime Min-
ister of Spain. He also became 
Minister of War, and just a few 
months into the Spanish Civil 
War, he spearheaded a cam-
paign to maintain military dis-
cipline and government 
authority.  

Born in Madrid in 1869, Cab-
allero began his career as a 
decorator who specialised in 
stuccoing, a decorative sculp-
tural technique used in archi-
tecture.  

At the age of 21, he partici-
pated in a construction work-
ers strike, and four years later, 
he joined the PSOE (Spanish So-
cialist Workers Party). He suc-

ceeded party founder Pablo Igle-
sias (who died in 1925) as leader 
of the party, and he also became 
head of the UGT (Workers Gen-
eral Union). Known as one of 
the historic leaders of the so-
cialist party, Caballero played 
an integral role in persuading 
the CNT (National Confedera-
tion of Labour) to join the gov-
ernment in November 1936.  

Two years previous, he was 
one of the instigators of the 
failed armed rising of workers, 
a revolt that was quashed by the 
CEDA-dominated government. 
The right-ring Spanish Confed-
eration of the Autonomous Right 
(CEDA) came to power after the 
elections in November 1933. It 
was during this period that Cab-
allero, who claimed he would 
become a ‘second Lenin’, began 
talking of a socialist revolution: 
he also formed a pact of alliance 
with the Communist Party of 
Spain (PCE).  

In February 1936, Largo dis-
missed fears of a military up-

rising, claiming that any attempt 
to overthrow the government 
would be defeated by a general 
strike. However, the Civil War 
began just months later and the 
conflict ultimately destroyed 
the republic.  

Caballero was forced to resign 
in May 1937, after the Barcelona 

May Days, when communist and 
anarchist supporters of the 
Spanish revolution engaged each 
other in a series of street battles 
in various parts of Catalonia, es-
pecially Barcelona. 

Following the collapse of the 
Republic in 1939, he fled to 
France: he was arrested by the 

occupying Germans and spent 
most of WWII in a concentra-
tion camp. 

Following the liberation of 
the camps in 1945, Caballero 
remained in exile in Paris, 
where he died one year later. 
His remains were returned to 
Spain following the death of dic-
tator Francisco Franco in 1975.

Leader of workers’ union (UGT) designated PM
Sindicalista Trade unionist 
Oficio Trade 

República Republic 

Movimiento Movement 

Obrero Labourer 

Albañil Builder 

Ministerio Ministry 

Discípulo Disciple 

Exilio Exile 

Folleto Leaflet 

Sindicato Trade union 

Derrumbe Collapse 

Concejal Councillor 

Dimisión Resignation 

Aprendiz Apprentice 

Líder Leader 

Autodidacta Self-taught

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E4 SEPTEMBER 1936

Caballero was one of the ‘historical leaders’ of the socialist party.  SUR

Francisco Caballero 
joined the PSOE in 1894 
and was known as one 
of its historical leaders

i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page
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EXHIBITIONS 

Julio Anaya  

MARBELLA. Until 10 September. Gal-

ería Yusto/Giner. La Ermita industrial 

estate, C/Madera, 9. 

Before 1881 is an exhibition by Julio 

Anaya Cabanding. Open in August 

only by previous appointment. Email: 

galeria@yusto-giner.com Call: 

951507053 

José María Córdoba 
FUENGIROLA. Until 20 September. 

Weekdays 6-10pm except Mondays. 

Museo de la Ciudad, C/María Josefa 

Larrucea. 

The exhibition Odiseo consists of 

paintings and drawings created by 

José María Córdoba and influenced 

by James Joyce’s books.  

Diego Ruiz Cortés 
FUENGIROLA. Until 25 September. 

Casa de la Cultura, Avda Juan Gómez 

‘Juanito’, 12. Open Monday to Friday 

10am to 2pm (also 5pm to 10pm from 

16 September). 

The exhibition 60 Years of Painting 

explores the evolution of the work of 

Diego Ruiz Cortés (Seville, 1930-

2009). 

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 

MALAGA.  C/Alemania.  

Philippe Pasqua. From 11 September 

until 29 November. El Lado Oscura is 

the title of this exhibition which 

encompasses 40 works completed by 

artist Philippe Pasqua over the last 

30 years. It includes large format 

paintings, drawings and sculptures. 

The majority of the pieces portray 

faces and nudes of disabled children, 

transgender persons, prostitutes and 

members of his own family. 

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 9.30 - 

2.30pm. 7 - 9pm Tuesday to Friday. 

9.30am - 9pm Saturday and Sunday. 

Toulouse-Lautrec. Until 13 Septem-

ber. During a brief stay in a sanato-

rium, Henri Toulouse - Lautrec cre-

ated 39 drawings in crayon about the 

circus. These works were conserved 

after his death by his friend Maurice 

Joyant and reproduced in two 

stages using a photographic tech-

nique in 1905 and 1931. The repro-

ductions were bound in two folders 

entitled Au Cirque. Thirty-nine 

prints of these drawings are on dis-

play in the museum until 13 Septem-

ber.  

Masks. Metamorphosis of Modern 

Identity. Until 10 January 2021. The 

new season’s exhibition running con-

sists of over 100 works by national 

and international artists.  

Lola Guerrero 
MALAGA. Until 8 September. Sala 

Alfajar, C/Císter. 

Fragilidad-Es is the name of the new, 

seasonal exhibition at the Alfajar gal-

lery in Malaga. The artist, Lola Guer-

rero, reflects the fragility of nature in 

a series of delicate ceramics.  

Pepa Caballero 
MALAGA. Until 12 September. Ignacio 

del Río Studio, C/Lorenzo 29. 

The exhibition consists of colourful 

The Malaga-based 
ensemble perform hits 
of legendary artists such 
as James Brown, Otis 
Redding and Amy 
Winehouse 

TONY BRYANT 

MIJAS. Live music fans will 
enjoy a night of soul, funk 
and disco next week, when 
Malaga’s popular Free Soul 
Band take to the stage at the 
Coyote Bowling Saloon in 
Mijas.  

The band have been to-
gether for more than 20 
years and in that time, they 
have built a reputation as the 
most popular, and certainly 
the most energetic, group on 
the local music circuit.  

Consisting of a large en-
semble of well-established 
Malaga musicians, the band 
has taken its animated stage 
show to venues all over Spain, 
and they have become one of 
the main attractions during 
the daytime celebrations of 
the Malaga’s August feria. 

The band performs hits of 
legendary artists such as The 
Blues Brothers, The Commit-
ments, James Brown, Otis 
Redding and Amy Wine-

house, and their incredible 
musicianship promises to 
make the event a night to 
remember. 

The concert will take place at 
11pm on Friday, 11 September.  

Entry to the show, which 
has a maximum capacity of 

120, is free and organisers 
are advising that reserva-
tions are made to avoid 
disappointment 
(639930010).  

The first 30 reservations 
will be entitled to a free glass 
of cava on arrival.

The Free Soul Band have been together for more than 20 years.  SUR        

The Free Soul Band offer a 
night of nostalgia in Mijas

José María Córdoba, Fuengirola.
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paintings by the late Granada artist 

Pepa Caballero.  

Ángeles Caídas 
MALAGA. Until 20 September, 

Archivo Municipal, Alameda Principal, 

23. 

Artists Paco Aguilar, Pilar Bandres, 

David Burbano, Carmen Campos, 

Pablo Caro Revidiego, Juanjo Fuen-

tes, Isabel Garnelo, María Gkaliata, 

Julia Holtman, Mister Kaikus, Ismael 

Kachtihi, Roy Laguna, Marta O Nils-

son., Eryk Pall, Cayetano Romero, 

Javier Roz, Tina Sánchez, Sara Sara-

bia, Cristina Savage and Marta Troya 

have collaborated to present this 

exhibition of their work which 

includes canvases, ceramics, videos 

and photographs. 

18X2. Coleccionismo 
Institucional de Málaga 

ANTEQUERA. Until 30 September. 

Tues - Sun 10am - 2pm and 7pm - 

9.30pm. MAD, C/Diego Ponce 12.  

The exhibition unites 36 works from 

the Diputación de Málaga and the 

Fundación Unicaja collections.  

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra 
MALAGA.   

10 September, 9pm. La Malagueta 

bull ring.  

Conducted by José María Moreno, 

the orchestra will be playing Dvorak’s 

New World symphony among other 

classics. Tickets https://www.mala-

gaentradas.com/.   

Joven Orquesta Barroca 
MALAGA.   

11 September, 9pm. La Malagueta 

bull ring.  

Conducted by Barry Sargent, the 

orchestra will play Vivaldi’s Concerto 

for two violins´and cello as well as 

Concertos 1-4 of The Four Seasons.   

Chamber Music Festival 
ESTEPONA. Plaza del Reloj. 8.30pm 

13 September. Cuarteto Tobía per-

form as part of the Classical 2020 

CIEC International Chamber Music 

Festival. Liliya Makarova, violin; 

Kameliya Naydinova, violin; Irina 

Yonkova, viola; Sergio Gómez, cello. 

20 September. Trío Pompeo perform 

as part of the Classical 2020 CIEC 

International Chamber Music Festival. 

Liliya Makarova, violin; Irina Yonkova, 

viola; Sergio Gómez, cello. 

Alhautor Festival 
ALHAURÍN DE LA TORRE. 11 Sep-

tember. Finca El Portón.  

A total of eight concerts by well-

known Spanish musicians including El 

Kanka, Arco and Annie B will take 

place during the summer. Places are 

limited. Tickets on the webpages Oh 

Salvaje and King Ocio as well as from 

post offices. https://ohsal-

vaje.com/conciertos/ 

Terral de Málaga 
MALAGA. From 8 September. Teatro 

Cervantes. 

A total of 16 concerts will take place 

including jazz, R&B, hip hop, rock, 

pop and flamenco. Tickets are on sale 

now and cost 12€ per concert.  

8 September, 8pm. Los Tres Tenores. 

9 September, 8pm. Ana Cisnero Jazz 

Quartet. 

13 September, 8pm. Berna Perles & 

Rubén Fernández Aguirre. 

More information and tickets: 

www.teatrocervantes.com  

A televised Celebration of Opera 
GIBRALTAR. 9 September, 9.30pm. 

The concert with soprano Nadine 

Sierra, tenor Xabier Anduaga and 

pianist David Aronson, has been 

organised by the Gibraltar Philhar-

monic Society for the National Week 

Celebrations. Because of Covid-19, 

this concert will not have a live audi-

ence. Instead it will be aired live on 

GBC television.  

Movie Score Málaga (MOSMA) 
MALAGA. From 10 September. Teatro 

Cervantes. 

10 September, 8.30pm. The Malaga 

Symphony Orchestra pay a tribute to 

Ennio Morricone, composer and 

trumpet player famous for his atmos-

pheric scores of spaghetti westerns. 

11 September, 8.30pm. ‘Distant 

Worlds’, the music of Studio Ghibli 

and the musical world of Alex Pina.  

12 September, 8.30pm. The Malaga 

Philharmonic Orchestra plays some of 

Spain’s greatest film scores. 

FLAMENCO 

Rocío Bazán 
ESTEPONA. 5 September, Plaza 

Diario ABC, 10pm 

Flamenco singer Rocío Bazán per-

forms her show Intrépida. 

Tu Otra Bonita 
MALAGA. 4 September, 10pm. La 

Cochera Cabaret. Avda de Los Guin-

dos. 

Flamenco fusion. https://lacocher-

aentradas.com/  

THEATRE AND DANCE 

Cervantes outdoors 
MALAGA. September. Open air 

events to accompany the Max theatre 

awards. 

4 September, 8pm. Plaza de la 

Merced. El Espejo Negro is a show 

with singing, dancing and acrobatics. 

5 September, 10pm. Facade of the 

theatre. Æthêr. De la oscuridad a la 

luz is performed by the REA Dance 

company high off the ground against 

the facade of the theatre.  

6 September, 8pm. Plaza de la 

Marina. The Rolabola Circus Company  

combines circus characters, acrobat-

ics, theatre and rock. www.teatrocer-

vantes.es 

Mascarillas, Thyssen Malaga. Nadine Sierra, Gibraltar. 

Berna Perles, Terral, Malaga.
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MORE IDEAS 

Guided tour of the Cemetery 

MALAGA. 4 September, 5pm. The 

English Cemetery. 6€. 

Visit the first Protestant cemetery on 

mainland Spain. Discover the stories 

behind the gate of Avda de Pries, 1. 

www.cementerioinglesmalaga. 

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR. Lux Mundi Ecu-

menical Centre, Avda Moscatel.  

14 September 10am - 1pm. Enrol-

ment for Spanish classes Tuesdays 

and Thursdays 9am - 1pm. 

16 September 10am - 1pm. The Art 

Group will start. Every Wednesday. 

21 September 10am - 1pm. Knitting 

and crochet group, learn how to knit 

/ crochet or help make items for 

charity. Mondays 10.30am - 1pm. 

21 September 10am - 1pm. Craft 

group. Mondays 10.30am - 1pm. 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León.  

Tel: 902902103. www.yelmocines.es 

A Million Little Pieces: 22-15 (Tues). 

Tenet: 20.05 (every day). 

Antebellum: 20.25 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán.  

Tel: 902220922. www.yelmocines.es 

Antebellum: 19.55 (Tues). 

Tenet: 19.15 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

A Million Little Pieces: 20.00, 20.40 

(Tues). 

Antebellum: 19.55(Tues). 

Tenet: 18.25 (every day); 21.45 

(Tues). 

The Breakfast Club: 20.00(Tues). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4.  

Tel: 902360295. www.cinealbe-

niz.com 

Baby Teeth: 18.40. 

Military Wives: 16.30. 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

Tenet: 20.30 (Mon, Tues, Thurs).

The Beatles Songbook 
perform some of The 
Fab Four’s most popular 
songs at the Cervantes 
Theatre in Malaga 

SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. The Beatles Songbook 
is an instrumental ensemble 
that interprets the enormous 
musical legacy of the legendary 
British band, The Beatles. They 

will be performing at the 
Cervantes Theatre as part of 
the Terral de Málaga festival on 
15 September (8pm) in a 
concert that combines unique 
compositions with the most 
deeply rooted traditions of a 
classical string quartet and a 
jazz duo.  

The string quartet, Cuarteto 
Granada, consists of violinists 
Mario Navas and Emilia Ferrín; 
Manuel Moreno on the viola; 
and Jeremías Sanz playing 

cello. The jazz formation is 
composed of Javier Navas on 
vibraphone and José Carro 
playing the piano. 

“Talent, freshness, enthu-
siasm and a dazzling techni-
que...”, “Original, daring and 
quality show” are some of the 
opinions from critics during 
almost two years of concerts 
across Spain.  

More information and ticket 
purchases can be can be found 
at www.teatrocervantes.com.

The Beatles Songbook will be playing unique compositions of song made popular by the Fab Four.  SUR

A classical string quartet and a jazz duo 
‘Come Together’ at the Terral festival

English Cemetery tour, Malaga
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Because the cost is 
three or four times 
lower than in Malaga, 
patients are going to 
clinics abroad 
although there is no 
guarantee that the 
surgeons are trained 
in this type of surgery 

MALAGA. As the saying goes, 
something cheap can turn out 
to be expensive. Unfortunately 
that is often the case for patients 
who undergo bariatric surgery 
for obesity in countries where 
such operations cost three or 
four times less than they would 
in a private hospital in Malaga, 
where the complete process is 
likely to range from 14,000 to 
15,000 euros. 

The problem is that bariatric 
surgery is complicated and should 
only be carried out by experi-
enced surgeons who are author-
ised to carry out this type of op-
eration. They also need to work 
as part of a multidisciplinary team 
so that they are able to immedi-
ately resolve any complications 
that may occur.  
     One of the reasons that mor-
bidly obese patients go abroad 
for bariatric surgery is the long 
waiting list to have the opera-

tion on the health service in 
Malaga. The delay can be as long 
as six years, because these op-
erations were not included in a 
decree which sets a maximum 
waiting time.  

The situation has become 
even worse with the present co-

ronavirus pandemic, because 
operations for obesity have been 
suspended for several months 
in health service hospitals in 
Andalucía.  

Complications 
While there is such a long wait 

here, there are clinics in Turkey 
offering to carry out these op-
erations for 3,000 euros, and 
others in Lithuania for just over 
6,000 euros, so some people de-
cide to travel to these countries 
for surgery. 

The problem is when compli-

cations arise and the patient has 
to stay in hospital longer than 
expected, because the hospital 
bill can then become much more 
expensive. 

There can also be problems 
after the patient has re-
turned home to Malaga 

Surgeons warn of the risk of low-cost 
weight loss operations carried out abroad

File photo of bariatric surgery being carried out on a patient whose weight couldn’t be controlled by diet and nutrition.  SUR

ÁNGEL ESCALERA 
 

>
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and they have to be 
treated by the health serv-

ice, or a private hospital if the 
patient can afford to pay for it.   

“Surgery for obesity isn’t 
something that any surgeon is 
able to do. It is a complicated 
operation and it requires a mul-
tidisciplinary team of profes-
sionals who carry out a complete 
study of each case before the 
surgery takes place. Health 
comes first. 

“People need to be very care-
ful in choosing where to have 
their operation, because their 
life is at stake,” says César 
Ramírez, who is the head of Gen-
eral and Digestive Surgery at the 
Quirónsalud Málaga hospital.   

Because these patients need 
complete care, they should be 

seen by endocrinologists, nutri-
tionists, surgeons, psychologists, 
interventionist radiographers 
and intensive medicine practi-
tioners, insists the head of the 
Gastroesophageal Surgery and 
Obesity Init at the Regional Hos-
pital (formerly called the Carlos 
Haya), Javier Moreno.  

He warns of the dangers of 
low-cost bariatric surgery abroad 
because of the risks associated 
with these operations, and says 
they need to be carried out in ac-
credited and solvent hospitals.  

“No patient needs to leave 
Malaga to undergo surgery for 
obesity, because in both the 
health service and the private 
sector there are highly-trained 
professionals and guarantees of 
quality,” says César Ramírez. 

He stresses that with these pa-
tients surgery is a last resort and 
should only take place if an en-
docrinologist recommends it. 

It must be carried out with 
very safe technology, and he says 
the surgeon who carries out the 
operation should be the person 
who monitors the patient after-
wards. This is often not the case 
when the surgery takes place in 
a private clinic abroad.  

Bariatric or obesity surgery is 
the final solution for people 
whose weight is so excessive that 
it is causing different health 
problems. Once other slimming 
methods have failed, and after 
being seen by an endocrinology 
specialist, surgery is sometimes 
considered the best option for 
a sufficient weight loss.

Surgery for obesity is the 
last resort, when diet and 
nutrition have not been 
enough to reduce the 
patient’s weight 
sufficiently 

Á. ESCALERA
 

MALAGA. Bariatric or obesity sur-
gery is the final solution for 
people whose weight is so ex-
cessive that it is causing diffe-
rent health problems. Once other 
slimming methods have failed, 
and after being seen by an en-
docrinology specialist, surgery 
is sometimes considered the 
best option to achieve a suffi-
cient weight loss. 

César Ramírez Plaza, who is 
the head of General and Diges-
tive surgery at the Quirónsalud 
Málaga hospital, explains that 

two procedures are used for obe-
sity surgery.  

The first technique is known 
as gastric band (a vertical gas-
trectomy, which is a restrictive 
method used to reduce the size 
of the patient’s stomach).  

The second technique is the 
gastric bypass, which is a res-
trictive and derivative procedu-
re. Dr Ramírez says the bypass 
can enable diabetes to be cured 
in obese patients.  

He also stresses that this type 
of surgery must only be carried 
out with very safe technology, 
and only by well-trained sur-
geons who have recognised ex-
perience in this field.  

“You have to resort to surgery 
for obesity when diet and nutri-
tion have not been enough to re-
duce the patient’s weight suffi-
ciently,” says Javier Moreno, an 
expert in bariatric surgery who 

is the head of the Gastroesopha-
geal and Obesity Surgical Unit at 
the Regional Hospital in Malaga.  

He also stresses how impor-
tant it is for patients to change 
their lifestyle habits once they 
have had the operation, and that 
they follow the recommenda-
tions from doctors because 
otherwise they are very likely to 
put weight on again. 

Serious health problems 
Morbid or extreme obesity is a se-
rious health problem. Patients with 
a pronounced excess weight are 
at greater risk of suffering cardio-
vascular illnesses and cancer. They 
also frequently suffer joint pain, 
diabetes, respiratory pathologies 
and high blood pressure. All this 
means they don’t feel well in gen-
eral and they see surgery as the 
only way they will be able to lose 
weight successfully.

The gastric band and bypass: techniques 
that reduce the size of a patient’s stomach

>
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Specsavers Ópticas is 
encouraging students to 
have their eyes tested 
before they return to 
school following months 
of lockdown learning 

SUR IN ENGLISH
 

With children spending as much 
as six hours a day on smartphones 
and other digital devices, Specsav-
ers Ópticas is encouraging stu-
dents to have their eyes tested be-
fore they return to school follow-
ing months of lockdown learning. 

It is estimated that we’ve logged 
an extra five billion hours online 
globally since our daily lives went 
virtual due to the pandemic, with 
the increased screen time hav-
ing an impact on eye health.   

In fact, in a Specsavers’ survey, 
87 per cent of parents have said 
they are concerned about their 
children spending too much time 
in front of screens. 

Judith Borland, store director 
of Specsavers Ópticas Fuengirola 
says: “Often children do not take 
adequate breaks from their 

screens, which can cause eye 
strain and potentially damage 
their eye health, so they may no-
tice differences in their vision 
when they go back to full-time 
education in school.” 

The 20:6:20 rule 
Borland therefore advises stu-
dents to follow the 20:6:20 rule, 
getting children to look up or away 
from their screen and or white-
board every 20 minutes at some-
thing six metres away for at least 

20 seconds, as this helps to relax 
the eye muscles. 

Children are also encouraged 
to make the most of their breaks 
through using outdoor time in 
the playground. “Aerobic exer-
cise is vital for children’s eye 
health as it increases essential 
oxygen supplies to the optic nerve 
and lowers pressure in the eyes,” 
she says. “The outdoors also pro-
vides many things for us to look at 
and helps to prevent eyes strain-
ing when fixated on a single object 
for a prolonged period of time. In 
fact, studies have shown that if 
children just spend an extra hour 
outdoors a week, then their risk of 
developing myopia (shortsight-
edness) drops by 14 per cent.” 

Stay hydrated  
“It’s also good general health ad-
vice for pupils to keep their water 
bottle topped up, particularly when 
students are stuck indoors in class-
rooms, the weather is particularly 
hot, or if the school has air-con-
ditioning, as good hydration can 
help avoid dry eye,” Borland adds.

Looking after children’s eyes 
as they head back to school

i   www.specsavers.es

Eye health is especially important 

for children.  SUR
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E
very effort has its re-
ward. At least that is 
what they believe at 
Apícola La Mi-
lagrosa, a family 

company that produces honey 
at Los Romanes, La Vinuela.  

The company has just won 
awards for their honey at the in-
ternational London Honey 
Awards 2020, one of the most 
important competitions at Euro-
pean level.  

The Axarquía company has 
been awarded two medals, one 
platinum and one gold for two of 

their 100 per cent local honeys.   
The platinum medal was 
presented to the carob 

honey, and the gold, for 
the avocado honey.  

The family busi-
ness, which has been 
running for forty 
years and is now led 
by the 32 year-old 
beekeeper Manuel 
Jesús López Ortega, 

is overjoyed with its 
success.  

This was the first 
time that the carob honey 

La Milagrosa, had been en-
tered in a competition and, said 

Manuel Jesús, “for it to win a 
platinum medal, the highest 
award you can achieve at the 
London Honey Awards, has been 
a proud moment.” 

The avocado honey was  
awarded with a gold medal. 

 “They were the only two hon-

Carob honey, which won a platinum award at  
the London Honey Awards 2020.  SUR

Sweet success 
for Axarquía 
honey in London

 Awards.  The Apícola La 
Milagrosa  company  won 
platinum and gold medals for 
their avocado and carob honeys 
at the international London 
Honey Awards 2020 

S   Manuel Jesús 
and Manuel López 
show off their 
award winning 
honeys. AUGUSTÍN 

PELÁEZ

Avocado honey La Milagrosa, which 
won gold at the awards.  SUR

MOCLINEJO 

A. PELÁEZ.  The Moclinejo win-
ery, Antonio Muñoz Cabrera-
Dimobe, has been presented 
with three medals at the Pre-
mios VinDuero-VinDouro 
2020 competition, which took 
place in Trabanca, Sala-
manca.  

The El Lagar del Zar wine, 
a naturally sweet red made 
from Tempranillo, Syrah and 
Romé grapes, received one 
gold medal.  

The Arcos de Moclinejo PX 
Seco, a vintage wine over 40 
years old made from Pedro 
Ximénez grapes, received two 
gold medals, one for the XVI 
Edición, and another for the 
IV Edición.  

The wines were selected by 
a tasting jury consisting of 
some of the most prestigious 
enologists and sommeliers in 
Spain.  

Around 1,000 wines were 
entered in the VinDuero-Vin-
Douro Awards 2020 compe-
tition, representing hundreds 
of wineries from 80 geo-
graphical areas, or Denomi-
naciones de Origen, in Spain 
and Portugal. All were of a 
very high standard with many 
receiving near perfect scores 
(100 points).   

Bodegas Dimobe 
win three new 
awards in the 
VinDuero 2020 
competition
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Record grape harvest                  
- for what?

I
t never rains but it pours. 
Or, if you prefer, it’s the 
Paddy factor. What should 

have been one of Spain’s re-
cord grape harvests will never 
happen as planned, due to the 
Covid-19 effect. Usually a 
bumper harvest would mean 
millions more bottles to be en-
joyed at home, in restaurants, 
and exported. Instead the gen-
eral drop in wine sales will al-
most certainly cause an unus-
able surplus. In greater sums 
than ever before 90 million 
euros will be ‘wasted’ on dis-
tilling grapes to make indus-
trial alcohol or leaving them 
on the vine to rot. Potentially 
the 2020 harvest would have 
resulted in a fifth more wine 
than previous years, but res-
taurant sales have fallen by 
65% and exports by half since 
the start of the pandemic. 

In many regions, such as 
Rioja, Rueda and cava, the 
controlling organisations 
(Consejos Reguladores) have 
set limits on growers’ produc-
tion. Regrettably these meas-
ures have had the unfortunate 
side effect of enabling bodegas 
to screw growers down to even 
lower prices than previous 
years.  

Another complication is the 
shortage of labour, in normal 

harvests provided mainly by 
pickers from North Africa and 
Rumania, but this year many 
of these are afraid of being in-
fected by other workers in the 
cramped accommodation pro-
vided by the bodegas for them.  

In Penedés they have other 
problems. Some crops have 
been completely destroyed by 
the worst mildew attack in 30 
years. It seems like the normally 
bucolic life of the winemaker is 
turning into a nightmare, with 
no relief on the horizon.

ANDREW J. LINN

        

Matsu El Picaro 

From the youthful winemakers 
at Vintae who are regularly 
bringing us excellent wines at 
incredible prices, this young 
Toro actually does not taste at 
all young. Full-
bodied (alcohol 
15.5%) using 
grapes from old 
vines, it is unfil-
tered and as 
natural as you 
get without us-
ing the word. 
Recommended 
at around 7 
euros

WINE OF THE WEEK

eys we presented, although we 
make many other varieties. We 
chose these because we thought 
they best represented the re-
gion of La Axarquía.  

“The carob is very character-
istic of the area and the avocado, 
although it is a more recent in-
troduction, is also a product as-
sociated with the Axarquía.  

“We are feeling very proud as 
it is a recognition of all our hard 
work and it gives us the motiva-
tion to continue doing well,” ex-
plained Manuel Jesús López, who 
learnt his profession from his 
parents, Manuel and María,  who 
started the business in 1986.  

Guaranteed variety 
For López, the real secret of 
Apícola La Milagrosa is that it 
analyses all of its honeys to as-
certain the type of pollen that 
predominates and therefore  
guarantee if it is of one or an-
other variety. 

According to López, the prize-
winning carob honey is char-
acterised by being quite liquid, 
not particularly aromatic but 
with a strong flavour and ability 
to crystalise,  

“It has relaxing properties, 
regulates the secretion of acid in 
the stomach and is very good for 
preventing bronchial ailments.  

“The flavour is distinctly that 
of carobs with added notes of 
figs and grapes,” he pointed out. 

The avocado honey, on the 
other hand, has a dark brown 

colour and “a fruity taste, like 
toasted sugar and licorice”.  

“It doesn’t usually crystalise. 
It is rich in vitamins D, E, B1, B2 
and contains important quan-
tities of potassium, calcium, 
magnesium and phosphorus.  

“It is a diuretic which helps 
prevent or relieve water reten-
tion and has antioxidant prop-
erties,” he added. 

Hives 
According to López, Apícola La 
Milagrosa  has a thousand bee-
hives and produces between four 

and five tonnes of honey of dif-
ferent varieties, (these include 
orange blossom, rosemary, 
thyme, chestnut, woodland, co-
riander, eucalyptus, aniseed and 
mango, among others), every year. 

“We move the hives to the dif-
ferent production areas, al-
though we don’t label them by 
variety until we analyse the pol-
len content they have,” explains 
Manuel Jesús. 

The province of Malaga is the 
main market for this company, 
although they do deliver to some 
other areas of Spain and also 
some countries throughout 
Europe. 

“The medals we won at the 
London Honey Awards 2020 have 
now aroused the interest of many 
buyers in our products, although 
we are a small company with a 
small production rate.  

“For example, this year we 
have only been able to make 300 
kilos of carob honey,” explained 
López. 

Like many other beekeepers, 
Manuel Jesús rents out his hives to 
farmers to help with the pollina-
tion of various types of produce.  

Many farmers are increas-
ingly using this technique to in-
crease the yield of fruit from 
their avocados.  

Apícola La Milagrosa is aim-
ing to get a certificate for ecologi-
cal production and also to be-
come included in the ‘Sabor a 
Málaga’ promotional brand of the 
Diputación provincial authority. 

 La Milagrosa.   The company 
is located in Los Romanes, in 
the area of  La Viñuela, and 
was started in 1986. 

 Varieties.   Apícola La Mi-
lagrosa produces between 
4,000 and 5,000 kilos of dif-
ferent honeys (orange blos-
som, rosemary, thyme, chest-
nut, woodland, coriander, 
eucalyptus, aniseed and 
mango among others) a year. 

 Awards.   Platinum medal at 
the London Honey Awards 
2020 for the carob honey La 
Milagrosa and gold for the avo-
cado honey.

DETAILS

Apícola La Milagrosa  
entered the two honeys in 
the competition that they 
thought best represented 
the Axarquía
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The club completed the 
signings of Escassi, Dani 
Barrio, Calero and 
Rahmani this week, with 
at least four more in the 
pipeline 

SERGIO CORTÉS / BORJA 
GUTIÉRREZ

 

MALAGA. A week after the club an-
nounced that it was seeking to let 
go of the entire first-team squad 
as part of an ERE collective re-

dundancy plan, Malaga have now 
reinforced the squad with six new 
faces. Following Orlando Sá and 
Cristian Rodríguez through the 
door early this week were three 
new boys, all from Numancia: 33-
year-old goalkeeper Dani Barrio, 
midfielder Alberto Escassi, who 
is 31 and can also play in defence, 
and 24-year-old right-back Iván 
Calero. 

Winger Yanis Rahmani became 
the sixth signing of the summer 
on Tuesday, joining on a season-
long loan deal from Almeria with 

an option to buy at the end of the 
campaign. 

However, with practically a 
whole new squad to build, the 
transfer activity won’t stop there. 
There are believed to be at least 
another four new arrivals in the 
pipeline. 

After allowing his contract to 
expire, Luis Muñoz has flirted 
with the idea of moving else-
where, engaging in talks with re-
cently promoted Elche. However, 
the defender has now decided 
that he wants to stay at Malaga 
and has agreed terms on a new 
deal. This, however, must still be 
ratified by La Liga before it can 

be announced by the club. 
The same can be said of Cadiz 

forward Caye Quintana. A loan 
deal has been agreed by all parties 
but the deal is waiting for the fi-
nal green light. 

Other players on sporting di-
rector Manolo Gaspar’s radar are 
Alavés left-back Saúl (25), who 
spent last season on loan at Rayo 
Vallecano, and another wide 
player in the form of Jairo. 

The former Racing man is a free 
agent after his contract with Ger-
man-side Hamburg came to an 
end, but personal terms are though 
to be a hurdle with Malaga’s limi-
tations in the market.

Malaga bring in reinforcements but face race 
against the clock before the season begins

Escassi, Dani Barrio, Calero and Rahmani all signed this week.  MALAGACF

B. GUTIÉRREZ 

MALAGA. Locally based bed and 
mattress company MiColchón 
is set to become one of 
Malaga’s main sponsors. 

The company, which has 
been in operation for some 40 
years, is close to sealing an 
agreement with the club for 
one season, plus the option for 
a one-year extension. 

MiColchón will sign as a new 
‘premium’ sponsor, (a one-off 
custom-made arrangement), 
which means that it can share 
a space on the shirt with the 
main sponsor, Tesesa, which 
will continue on the chest, be-
low the badge. 

It’s likely that the Mi-
Colochón logo will appear ver-
tically down one of the sides 
of the shirt for the 2020-21 sea-
son whose design will be un-
veiled next week.

Local bed and 
mattress company 
MiColchón set to 
become new shirt 
sponsor

The Blue and Whites kick 
off their league campaign 
a week on Sunday, away 
to Tenerife, and could 
benefit from new 
regulations to minimise 
the impact of Covid-19 

B. G. 

MALAGA.  La Liga hopes to bring 
in a raft of new measures to mini-
mise the potential impact a coro-
navirus outbreak could have on 
the competition. 

The organisers of Spain’s top 
two tiers of men’s football are keen 
that the new season, which will 
get under way next Friday, 11 Sep-
tember, won’t suffer any setbacks, 
such was the case when an out-
break of the virus in the Fuenlab-
rada camp caused the promotion 
play-offs to be delayed. 

Of these new measures, the one 

which will be of most interest to 
Malaga (because of the headaches 
it caused last season) will no doubt 
be the reduction from seven to 
five of the number of profession-
als required on the field at any 
given time. 

This is also advantageous as far 
as salary limitations are con-
cerned as youth players are not 
included in these calculations. 

This could have a strong bear-
ing on how Malaga complete their 
squad between now and the clo-
sure of the transfer window on 5 
October. 

Fixtures announced 
Their season begins on Sunday 
13 with a trip to Tenerife (kick-
off 9pm) but the squad is likely 
to be nowhere near the one with 
which sporting director Manolo 
Gaspar would like to close the 
window. Before the window 
closes, the side must face newly 
promoted Castellón (away, 18 

September), Alcorcón (home, 27 
September) and Rayo Vallecano 
(away, 4 October). 

Preparations, far from ideal 
With the futures of all of the first-
team (minus new arrivals) up in 
the air, preparations so far have 
been far from ideal. 

Sergio Pellicer’s side have 
scored just the one goal in their 
four preseason games so far (in 
the 2-1 defeat to Cadiz on 26 
August). Since then, the side has 
drawn 0-0 with Granada on Sun-
day before being on the receiving 
end of a 3-0 hammering by 
Espanyol on Wednesday. 

Because of delays over PCR test-
ing, the new players are only 
slowly being incorporated to the 
team’s preseason training camp 
in Alhaurín el Grande, which has 
seen players coming and going 
with great frequency - something 
that is unlikely to change before 
5 October.

La Liga expected to reduce number of 
professionals required on the field at any 
given time - a huge boost for Malaga
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W
hen 12-year-old Li-
onel Messi agreed to 
sign for FC Barce-

lona, a signature on a napkin 
was enough to seal the deal; 
now there aren’t enough nap-
kins in the world to cover the 
paperwork. It threatens to be 
the most complicated legal bat-
tle the business of football has 
ever seen if it is allowed to 
rumble on. 

In many ways it’s complex; in 
others it’s so simple. 

Let’s start with the simple. 
The great man is hacked off 
with the way things have 
evolved at the Camp Nou, his 
car-share mate is leaving, and 
he’s had enough of carrying the 
team. This isn’t too different to 
when I left The Queens for rival 
pub The Avenue.  Football can 
be simple at times. 

Messi has always played at 

Barcelona, his formative years 
have been in the city, his family 
reside in a mansion on the 
coast, his children are educated 
there, and his wife has devel-
oped a business there. 

If he moves to Manchester it 
will mean the first upheaval in 
his life since he tied himself to 
Barcelona two decades ago.  
He’ll need to locate a property in 
Alderley Edge (all footballers 
seem to live there), his children 
will have to move schools, learn 
a new language and he’ll have to 
work out how to get into work. 

At Barcelona, he car-shared 
with Luis Suárez and their wives 
opened a high-grade shoe shop 
together.  This is where football 
Gods become suddenly human. 
I’ve known one major deal col-
lapse because a footballer’s wife 
couldn’t access her friends, sis-
ter and hairdresser if she was 

living abroad.  Quite often part-
ners refuse the move to keep the 
family home and unit together. 

Mrs Messi, Antonella, has al-

ways kept a low profile and 
continued her education as he 
developed his amazing career. 
The same can’t be said for his 

father Jorge. He was the one 
who insisted on the napkin 
contract when Real Madrid 
were courting his teenage son. 
He’s the one trying to negotiate 
the exit strategy. 

Barcelona have been quieter 
than most people expected 
about keeping him. Even the 
president-elect Víctor Font has 
been making noises about life 
without the little magician. The 
truth is that Barça have a huge 
300-million-euro black hole in 
their finances and one day they 
must adapt to life without their 
greatest ever player. 

Manchester City would love to 
add him to their collection but 
even their owners can’t find the 
buyout of 700 million euros and 
that fee would give them another 
Financial Fair Play headache. 

So, a compromise needs to 
be reached. If most of Barça’s 
debt can be cleared by a transfer 
fee, if City can satisfy his wage 
demands, if Pep Guardiola wants 
to inherit the circus and if Messi 
doesn’t have a change of heart 
then the deal can be struck. Only 
then can he work out where he 
lives, what schools his children 
attend, who teaches them all 
English, how he gets to training 
and what days the family hair-
dresser jets in. 

The story continues...

Jorge Messi is at the centre of the negotiations.  AFP

No napkin big enough 
For Lionel Messi to leave Barcelona, a major compromise needs to    
be made somewhere and a whole load of conditions met

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports



 
September 4th to 10th 2020 

SUR IN ENGLISH
SPORT42

Football Impact has 
offset the effects of the 
pandemic, which has 
prevented the arrival of 
foreign teams, by 
attracting national clubs  

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. “We have managed to 
save the summer.” With that 
stark statement the head of Foot-
ball Impact, Andrés Roldán, ex-
plained how his company has 
responded to the setbacks 
caused by the pandemic, which 
prevented international clubs 
coming to use its extensive fa-
cilities, which include numer-
ous pitches to play on and or-
ganised stays in Costa del Sol 
hotels.  

The solution was to make 
Marbella a paradise for Spanish 
professional football. Nearly a 
dozen Primera and Segunda 
teams have been there recently 
to prepare for the start of the 
competition on 12 and 13 Sep-
tember, and in some cases, such 
as Granada and Betis de Pelle-

grini, they have come twice.  
Football Impact has organ-

ised around 20 friendly matches 
between different Primera and 
Segunda teams, including this 

week’s Malaga-Granada game. 
The pitches at the Marbella Foot-
ball Center, La Quinta and La 
Dama de Noche Football Pitches 
are in good condition, and that 

makes them an ideal setting for 
events such as this.  

It hasn’t just been Spanish pro-
fessional clubs who came, either. 
A more modest type of football 

has also alleviated some of the 
pain for Football Impact’s fi-
nances. The play-offs for promo-
tion to Segunda (between Mar-
bella, Malaga and Algeciras) and 
also those for promotion to Se-
gunda B brought a total of 16 
teams, who stayed on the Costa 
del Sol and generated a repercus-
sion in terms of image and pub-
licity worth 5.7 million euros, ac-
cording to a report produced by 
the Spanish Football Federation.  

And what is the future looking 
like? It will, of course, be deter-
mined by the way the pandemic 
evolves in the next few months 
in Spain and other countries. In 
that sense, the quarantine im-
posed by the UK for returning 
tourists has been a real blow.  

“We have confirmation pend-
ing of the arrival of Asian and 
South American teams to play 
friendly matches here, because 
this season Europe has no FIFA 
dates for that. There are also 
some bookings already made 
from the Russian, Norwegian, 
Czech, Swiss and Belgium mar-
ket. In that sense, things aren’t 
looking too bad, but in Germany 
there will be no winter break 
this season because the Bundes-
liga starts later,” says Roldán.  

In 2019 alone, Football Im-
pact organised stays for 227 
teams, (including Liverpool, 
Manchester United and Borussia 
Dormund) and more than 250 
matches.  

Marbella, capital of Spanish 
professional football this preseason

The Valladolid players during a break in training in Marbella.  SUR

In a display of maturity 
and skill, he beat Hurkacz 
(24th seed) in four sets 
and has gone further 
than any other tennis 
player from Malaga   

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. He did it again. It was 
another landmark in Alejandro 
Davidovich’s triumphant career. 
On top of his junior Wimbledon 
title, the first Challenger win (in 
Seville) and the ATP 250 semi-

finals in Estoril, we now have to 
add the third round of a Grand 
Slam to the list of his achieve-
ments, something no other lo-
cal player has ever done before. 

 Neither Emilio Álvarez or Ad-
rián Menéndez got further than 
round one in a Grand Slam, but 
Davidovich has done it at the age 
of 21, at the US Open in New 
York, amid a cold start to the 
season and the problems caused 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Jorge Aguirre’s pupil saw off 
his Polish rival Hebert Hurkacz 
in two hours and 46 minutes, 

winning 6-4, 1-6 and 6-2. The 
result was unexpected in many 
quarters: the 24th seed had been 
widely expected to beat his 
Spanish rival and had predicted 
beforehand that he would do so. 

From the very first point in 
the game, there was a feeling 
that Davidovich had the ability 
to win. After a good start, though, 

he badly lost the second set to 
Hurkacz, who trains under Craig 
Boynton (who has also coached 
Jim Courier, John Isner, Sam 
Querrey and Steve Johnson, 
among others) but then every-
thing changed again, with Davi-
dovich showing the same men-
tal strength and focus that led 
him to victory over Novak in the 
previous round. His opponent 
fought valiantly to regain the up-
per hand in the final set, but to 
no avail. The player from Malaga 
is on his way to the next round, 
and has set his mind firmly on 
making it to the very top. 

Davidovich makes history by 
reaching third round in the US Open

Alejandro Davidovich celebrates a point.  EFE

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO  

MALAGA. The 30th edition of 
the Malaga Half Marathon has 
been moved to 7 November 
2021, organisers Asociación 
Deportiva Málaga Sport have 
announced.  

Given the current circum-
stances regarding coronavi-
rus restrictions, especially 
those put in place by the 
Junta de Andalucía regional 
government which limit the 
number of participants in 
mass events, organisers be-
lieved that the best option was 
to move the event altogether.  

All those who had registered 
to take part in the event will be 
automatically eligible for the 
postponed event next year. 

However, in October, those 
interested in completing the 
distance virtually will be able 
to do so. Once verified, par-
ticipants will receive the offi-
cial merchandise of the Half 
Marathon (bag, T-shirt and 
medal). Those who choose this 
option cannot then participate 
next year.

Malaga city’s  
half marathon  
postponed  
until November 
next year
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Estepona 

HOUSE/HORSE stables, 7000 sq 
mt, 8 bed, 2 picaderos, solar, water 
well, fruit trees, 5 mins beach,la-
guna, Estepona town, 
+34656642339 

Fuengirola 

DIRECT  from owner. PYR Hotel 
Fuengirola. Large 52m2 west fac-
ing studio with separate bedroom, 
7th floor, totally refurbished to a 
high standard. Proven rental his-
tory. Sea/Port views. €155,000 
622881029 

Inland 

www.casajaruf.es Properties in 
Cadiz 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE many clients actively look-
ing for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Cala-
honda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Pueblo: Ground 
floor of villa, own garden, use swim-
ming pool, sea views.  Long term. 
700 pcm. 637717579 

BENALMADENA Costa. Large apart-
ment. Sunny terrace 100mts. Sea 
views. All amenities around. Cen-
tral. Air conditioner hot/cool. Wifi. 
Beside beach.  Winter season.  Wifi. 
More information 654508601 

BENALMADENA Costa: Penthouse 
beside beach, 2 big  sunny terraces,  
front sea views, all amenities around. 
Winter season.  654508601 

BENALMADENA Costa, lovely stu-
dio apartment, terrace, pool, 350 
euros/month. 679111522 

BENALMADENA Pueblo: Ground 
floor of villa, own garden, use swim-
ming pool, sea views.  Long term. 
700€ pcm. 637717579 

BENALMADENA Costa: Garden 
apartment, 2 bedrooms, furnished, 
A/C, very sunny, nice garden, ter-
race and quiet.  No pets. Opposite 
Puerto Marina. 500 Euros per month. 
620305823 

Fuengirola 

TORREBLANCA: 2 bed apartment. 
Parking. 550 Euros per month. 
Whatsapp 0044 7955405153 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM  Long 
term rentals in Coín and surround-
ing areas. Phil 659537525 

CORTIJO 6 persons, BBQ, pool, near 
Chorro (Alora) 80eur. 672555667 

COIN Townhouse, 4 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, patio, garage, 580 
euros/month. 679111522 

COIN Countryhouse, 2 bedrooms, 
garden. 450 euros/month. 
679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

BEACH House 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
private heated pool.  Private gar-
den. Winter / longer term. email: 
fwamsterdam@gmail.com 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo, central. One bed-
room apartment. Long term. Eur400. 
650192127 

CALAHONDA Let. Long term. 350€ 
/month. On separate floor, Double 
Bedroom, own bathroom and ter-
race. Access to kitchen, parking, use 
of garden and pool. Tel. 602660173 

LA CALA Mijas. Studio, pool, sea 
views, 450 Euros. To see photos: 
www.bit.ly/lacala +34627642642 

MIJAS  Costa, large 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, terraces, garage, pool, 
850 euros/month. 679111522 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella. 678791495 
sparklenripple@hotmail.com 
www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287  

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according 
your needs. Also, we can turn your 
antic pool into a new pool design. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
+34610502623  

www.wellisspa.es Check all our ja-
cuzzis. Wellis Marbella , Your Hot 
Tub Dealer on the Costa del Sol. Tlf: 
+ 34605502591 

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs, renovations.  
Also the very latest technology in 
pool heaters, covers, rollers.   
info@perfectpools.es Tel. 
650348785 

Garden 

THE ARBORIST: Specialist tall tree 
jobs. Cheapest price. Also painting 
houses/ apartments/ villas. 
Whatsapp 637203528 Check Face-
book/ Instagram: Spacialtall tree 
jobs 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also 
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es  

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Office: +34711010971/ 
+34600260534 arbolista@spain-
tree.com/  www.spaintree.com 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH 
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES.   
costadiggers@hotmail.com 
www.costadiggers.com 
678450051 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists. 
Established 2005. 
634315264//652640871 

REPAIR Remodeling, bathroom, 
kitchen, painting, carpentry. 
www.CKcontractor.com, Cyrus 
619930738 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com  

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: door, kitchens & furniture. Wall-
papering. Call/Whatsapp: Daniel: 
628066308  
www.rainbowpinturas.com 

Tiling 

QUALITY Tiling, bathrooms, kitch-
ens, terraces. 20 years on Coast. 
722378582 Vern 

Doors 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain-tech So-
lutions  

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 expert-
gates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates & Garage Doors. 
Intercoms, access control sys-
tems. New installations, repairs, 
for all your gate and garage door 
requirements call The Garage Door 
Company & 2Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/ 605356469 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 
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Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered coast 
and inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleaningsolbusiness 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199  

POLISH  your marble or clean ter-
race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30 
years experience guaranteed work. 
671244683 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleaningsolbusiness 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! 
952587482/ 678768454. gene-
vawindows@gmail.com  

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. 
Highest quality UPVC windows, 
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass 
replacement fully guaranteed. 
=Trade/ public. Showroom. 
952667761/ 680828000  

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully 

inclusive.  www.acair.com Estab-

lished 1986. 952486287  

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

Cleaning Services 

OVEN cleaning domestic, commer-
cial, professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

IKEA collections and flat pack as-
sembly. House moves and general 
van deliveries. Airport runs. Very 
reasonable hourly rates - Call Alex  
(0034) 657214831or email info@fi-
estasol.com 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Translators 

TRANSLATIONS All languages. 
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com 

OFFICIAL translations. All languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094. 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147  al-
an1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Loans 

LOAN in 24hrs. from 50,000 euros 
Secured and Unsecured loan. 5% in-
terest yearly loan terms 1 to 5 years 
duration.  E-mail: creditdirect-
trans@aol.com 

Insurance 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS 
 AND STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 
on time. 651081610 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917  

WORLDWIDE shipping, door2door 
service. British Removal Company 
SL. www.brcspain.com 
952426463 

MOVING locally? Call 952426463/ 
660563131. Best prices. Fully le-
gal. British Removal Company 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
livieries, clearances. 20 Euros hour 
+ fuel. Steve 602637242 

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

FURNITUREwanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

CASH: Wanted furniture, garden, 
house, garage, shop. Gold, diamond, 
watches, antiques, electrics, cars. 
660366033 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071  
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QUALITY Bric-a-Brac wanted. Top 
prices! Quick collection. 
661402134 

LIQUIDATION   Household, Return 
home. Furniture garden-terrace, 
large parasol, deko, exercise bike, 
glasses, etc. Urb. Las Arenas Bahía 
de Marbella, Alameda del Mar 6, 
608085653 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. House/ 
garage/ bar clearances. Steve 
602637242 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 
or Spanish...685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 
prices, also embargos/finance/lost 
papers. Problems solved. 
678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free col-
lection same day. 685524921 

ALL CARS Commericals wanted any 
age, any condition. Cash. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

CAMARO Chevrolet V8 6.2L, 5th 
Gen, Red. Late 2011. Only 9,900km. 
ITV 2022. Looks and drives like new. 
Stunning inside and out. 20,000 
Euros.  652074303  

PHONE me first or last! I pay more! 
Cars, vans, caravans. UK or Span-
ish. 660366033 

VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 2013. 
NEW ITV UNTIL AUGUST 2022. 6 
SPEED. MANUAL. SILVER. PRIVATE 
LADY OWNER. 5 DOOR HATCHBACK. 
SUPER CONDITION. SUPER SAVER 
7,250 EUROS. SEE PHOTOS 
www.robertsoncars-spain.com 
SAMANTHA 952832173/ 
WHATSAPP 6068658785 

4X4 RAV 4. 2005. ITV TILL AUGUST 
2021. 5 DOOR. 6 SPEED, MANUAL. 
PETROL. SILVER. 127,000KMS (AP-
PROX 75,000 MILES) GREAT FOR 
BAD CAMPO ROADS. PRIVATE 
TEACHER OWNER. TOP OF THE 
CLASS CONDITION. 4,995 EUROS. 
SEE PHOTO www.robertsoncars-
spain.com SAMANTHA 95283217/ 
WHATSAPP 608658785 

DIESEL PEUGEOT 1004 1.4 2007. 
ONLY 88,000KMS. (APPROX 54,000 
MILES). BRIGHT RED. ELECTRIC SIDE 
OPENING DOORS. HIGH SEATING 
POSITION. GOOD FOR BAD KNEES 
OR BACKS. AIRCONDITON. SUPER 
CONDIITON 3,250 EUROS, SEE PHO-
TOS www.robertsoncars-spain.com     
SAMANTHA 952832173/ 
WHATSAPP 608658785

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 
952796166/ 615834322. 
info@transmatic.es www.trans-
matic.es 

Paperwork 
CAR REGISTRATION register your 
UK vehicles asap before import tax 
have to be paid due to Brexit. 
www.meexpress.net 
+34952490028 

CARAVANS 
Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 67978669/ 
606101807 

NAUTICAL 

SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury 
boat charters. Boat sales. 
Tel/Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080.  Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web:  www.lo-
calsoft.com 

SEMINAR of one day: How to get a 
million euros in a month?. Cost: 150 
euros. Interested call 642889195 

FRANCHISE opportunity for Sales 

Managers and Trainers required for 

UK company expanding into Spain. 

Expected OTE in excess of €100k. 

CV to info@carreecasas.com  

WORK from home:  Earn 500/3,000 

Euros per month starting part time.  

Be your own boss working in the 

health and wellness market place. 

Call Phil Cony on 643781651 for 

details 

NATIVE English teacher for lan-

guage school in Marbella. 

658024039

dpi Real Estate Direct Property In-
vestments, one of the coasts lead-
ing Real Estate companies, is look-
ing for highly motivated individu-
als for the following positions:  Tele-
marketing & Sales.  Candidates must 
have knowledge of the coast, be ea-
ger to learn, and take direction well.  
Excellent verbal communication 
skills are paramount.  Candidates 
looking for a long term career and 
who are money motivated need ap-
ply.  An opportunity to earn one of 
the most competitive salaries on the 
coast awaits for qualified individu-
als. Call 952806609 or Email: 
info@directpropertyinvest-
ments.com 

Situations Wanted 

EXPERIENCED career available 24/7 
for elderly, disabled, company, clean-
ing, cooking. 654419212 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Chiropodists 
chiropodistcostadelsol.com Paul 
& Elaine Curtis-Turner. Tel. 
619547636 

Massage 
THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmádena. Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289 

MASSAGE specialist Benalmádena. 
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65. 
622231133 

NEW IN Fuengirola, Clinica Estetica 
Maxdina Wellness provides Unisex 
pedicure, manicure, waxing and 
massages . By appointment only. 
www.maxdinawellness.com 
WhatsApp nr only:  +34-669-368-
172. Telephone phone nr: +34-667-
547-867 Address: Calle Jacinto Be-
navente 10 Edificio Benavente, 1ra 
planta, puerto 5 Fuengirola 

OASIS BANUS: New massage cen-
ter. All kinds of massages. 
643195843 

Therapists 
ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. Also online.  
www.naturaclass.net 951311216 

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-
selling & Psychosexual thera-py 
COSRT & BACP Accredited. Indi-
viduals&Couples +447813944146 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Ri-
chard 

Dentists 

Hairdressers 
NANCYS Beauty Fuengirola Center. 
Hair extensions, braids, wigs, mas-
sages. 632781320 

Mobility 

Others 

MALE/FEMALE Viagra, kamagra 
jellys, cialis, delivery or mail  order 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack  10.  gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

TV / SATELLITE 

Others 

BBC SYSTEM150 euros uk chann-
les iptv 25 Euros include Europeens 
channels Jose Sotto Since 1973 mo-
bile 670443838  Telephone 
952443838, email: josesottoam-
selem77@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 
COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired/up-
graded. Data Recovery. 18yrs help-
ing people. info@soltecspain.com 
Neil: 662379899 

CLASSES 
QUALIFIED native Mandarin Chi-
nese Teacher in Benalmadena. Can 
do groups/private, online/ f2f.  
665950945 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience.  Own 
method: simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents 617879834 

PETS 
Kennels / Cattery 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. 
952112284/ 685400216 
www.petcarespain.com Follow 
us on Facebook at Petcare Spain  

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/630197435 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. hamster 2. Guinea pig         
3. goldfish 4. gerbil

Which common pet has 
the Latin name Carassius 
auratus?

1. crocodile 2. cassowary 3. 
Komodo dragon 4. chicken

Which animal is the closest 
living relative of the T Rex?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11425

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Although your mind may be all fired up 

you also need to do the same for your 

body. Getting out in the fresh air and 

moving makes all the difference to your 

mood this week.        

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Taking a practical approach even if it 

seems boring at first serves you well 

this week. Clear out the clutter and 

make room for the sparks of inspiration.     

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

This week could see you trying to please 

everyone. If that were possible you 

would deserve a pat on the back! Don’t 

expect perfection.   

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Any extra attention coming your way is 

likely to be well deserved. That being 

so, don’t be modest about enjoying it. 

A change of scenery is welcome.     

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

With your mind sharp and some of 

your niggles gone you should be firing 

up well. Usually I’d say the past 

should stay in the past but a bit of 

backtracking can make things clearer.  

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

With a little bit of last-minute polishing 

up, something is now ready to see the 

daylight. Throw yourself into the fun of 

it rather than take a low-key approach.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Have you sent out those invoices? Have 

you clipped off all those coupons? Did 

you get that lottery ticket? This is a 

time to make the most of what is on 

offer.            

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

It may be your intention to blend 

finances with someone else. As long as 

your hearts can agree then this really 

can be a plan for future fun. Aren’t you 

about due for some of that fun now?  

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

You cannot expect a life without a few 

ripples in it. There is an inner feeling, 

though, that somewhere there needs to 

be a bit of a sea change. Rocking the 

boat won’t help.    

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Start bringing your personality more to 

the fore. Appearance is a good start. Be 

brighter and smile more. If you want to 

give a serious appearance, buy some 

glasses.    

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Yours is not the only opinion that 

matters at the end of the day, especially 

if you are trying to sell something. 

Think that you cannot just sell an idea? 

This week you could sell water to a fish. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

In a time of negotiation it is probably 

best to keep Plan B under wraps. The 

ace is best played last when you think 

that someone is likely to be sneaky. 

2 6

7 4 3

4 3 6 5

5 2 8

1 8 7 2

4 1

8 5 6

9 6 3 2

3 1

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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HERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer: Goldfish 
Of interest: Although the name 
suggests that goldfish all have a 
bright body colour, wild populations 
vary in colour from gold to olive 
green or even creamy white.  
  
Answer: Chicken 
Of interest: Tissue containing the 
oldest preserved proteins ever 
found and belonging to an 
Tyrannosaurus Rex that died 68 
million years ago, has been used to 
identify living relatives. Surprisingly 
it turns out that chickens have the 
closest link to this ferocious 
carnivore. 

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is R.  Sampras, 
McEnroe, Connors, all former 
Wimbledon champions.

Last week:  
Torre Alháquime 

This well-cared for roundabout, with a 
sculpture of a donkey being led by his 
owner, is situated on the edge of Torre 
Alháquime in Cadiz, near Olvera.   

Town linked to US city

Language Crossword

CORONAVIRUS ADVICE

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone

Coronavirus information

955 545 060
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D
yslexia is a reading disor-
der that changes the way 
millions of people read 

and process information, but not 
many people understand how it 
shapes the confidence of people 
who have it, especially those with 
artistic tendencies.  

Born in Dublin in 1972, estab-
lished architect and artist Ciaran 
McCoy has struggled with dyslexia 
all of his life. Because he was born 
on Dublin’s Northside, he was at 
first embarrassed to show people 
his art for fear they would think 
he was an “eejit”, but he eventu-
ally overcame his inhibitions and 
today he has received much rec-
ognition for his work, which he 
describes as the “no phony  
approach”.  

His father worked as a tiler who 
specialised in mosaic designs and 
he has also nurtured a lifelong pas-
sion for painting, so it was only 
natural that Ciaran would develop 
a passion for art.   

After enjoying multiple success-
ful solo exhibitions in Dublin, Ci-
aran, who paints under the alter-
ego Pigsy, has now moved to 
Malaga to take a break from archi-
tecture and focus on his painting 
and drawing.  

Prior to arriving in Spain, Ci-
aran was featured in a short film 
that was selected for the Irish Film 
Festival in London. The eight-min-
ute film - which at first he was not 
keen to make - tells the story of  
an artist who struggled with se-
vere dyslexia. It focuses on his 
school days, when being dyslexic 
brought him feelings of shame and 
inferiority. 

 “At first, Mum just said I was 
slow. My dad didn’t want me to be 
labelled, so dyslexia was never 
really discussed. I was enrolled in 
additional classes to learn how to 
deal with the disorder for the ma-
jority of my academic life. It was 
initially a lot of frustration, but this 
eventually turned into negative 
energy,” the 48-year-old Dubliner 
explained to SUR in English.  

Ciaran began venting his frus-
tration by drawing with chalk, 

which he would steal from school: 
today, depending on what feels 
right at the time of painting, he 
uses a mixture of chalk, charcoal, 

acrylics and spray paint.  

Semi-biographical 
Many of his paintings are self-por-

traits, or semi-biographical. His 
work has been described as ‘an-
gry’ and ‘aggressive’, but the artist 
disagrees, claiming he is simply 

expressing “the frustrations of 
someone who lives with dyslexia”.  

“I like to draw quick and loose. 
I think if you’re drawing fast there’s 
an honesty to it because there is 
no manipulation and over think-
ing, it’s just straight from your 
head onto the canvas. Sometimes 
a word comes into my mind and 
I need to get it out because its 
wrecking my head. This leads me 
down a rabbit hole of emotions 
and thoughts. I like to see where 
this leads me, because it’s what is 
going on in my head at the time,” 
Ciaran said. 

Spontaneity and frustration 
The canvas becomes his “battle-
ground” and the media he uses  
are the “tools of resolution and 
understanding”. His paintings have 
added text and they are unique in 
that they have no boundaries: they 
portray spontaneity, frustration, 
simplicity and emotion.    

The artist does not correct mis-
spelt words, and, unlike before 

- when he tried not to reveal 
too much of his disorder to 
the outside world - he does 
not try to conceal them with 
splashes or spills of paint. 

“Words frustrate me and 
fascinate me at the same 

time. I sometimes don’t un-
derstand the sounds of the let-

ters, what they mean and why 
they don’t do what they are sup-
posed to do, but I never correct 
them,” he explains.  

One of the first paintings he 
has produced since arriving in 
Malaga is called Seven Spanish 
Angels, a huge canvas that is dedi-
cated to seven revered Spanish 
artists, which includes Picasso, 
who Ciaran refers to as the “god-
father of art”. 

“When I arrived in Malaga I 
thought, OK, I’m in Picasso terri-
tory now.  

“Seven Spanish Angels is a nod 
towards the Spanish masters. Ba-
sically, I’m saying, ‘I’ve arrived 
here on your turf and I am going 
to create lots of great things here’,” 
the artist concludes.

Pigsy in his Malaga studio with the Seven Spanish Angels painting.  TONY BRYANT

TONY BRYANT

Portrait of an 
artist with 
dyslexia

 Pigsy.  The 48-year-old 
Dubliner has struggled with 
dyslexia all his life and he 
explains to SUR in English how 
he used his disorder to 
influence his art 

S   The Red Book 
was inspired by a  
book that Ciaran had 
to read as a child. It 

reflects his lifelong 
battle with dyslexia. 
 T.B.


