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Amid increasing calls from some 
regions of Spain for measures 
to allow nighttime curfews, na-
tional ministers and officials 
met with their local counterparts  
on Thursday to attempt to fur-
ther standardise rules. 

The new national plan will 
have four levels of alert, but in 

the end officials stopped short 
of curfew measures for the worst 
affected areas, amid legal  
uncertainty. 

On Thursday, 20,986 new 
cases were added to the govern-
ment’s rolling total and the na-
tional case rate was 368 per 
100,000 in the last 14 days.   P2&3

Spain’s regions agree standardised 
rules while support for curfew grows

Regional Health ministers met with 
national government ministers on 
Thursday to work out common 
procedures for extending restrictions   

Don’t forget! 
Clocks go back  
on Sunday 
morning at 3am

INSIDE 

Numbers of wild boar 
roaming into urban areas  
are increasing on the Costa del 
Sol due to a lack of control  P14

World-class golf. The best women golfers will meet on 
the Costa del Sol in 2023 as the Finca Cortesín course is 
confirmed as the venue for the next Solheim Cup. P37

Casares to host 
the Solheim Cup

Representatives of the  
Ladies European Tour 
and local authorities  

this week.  JOSELE



2222222 October 23rd to 29th 2020 
SUR IN ENGLISH

2 NEWS2222222

The regional government  
first wants to check the 
legality of its nighttime 
movement ban in 
Granada and hopes  
national rules will be set 

SUR
 

SEVILLE. The Junta de Andalucía 
regional government toughened 
anti-Covid rules this week while 
calling on central government to 
insist on nighttime curfews in the 
worst-hit areas nationally. 

On Thursday the regional cabi-
net put in place its first strict cur-
few on the Granada city area. 
Movement will be banned from 
11pm to 6am as soon as a court 
approves the measure.  Judges 
have been asked to verify the le-
gality of the unilateral rule, given 
the current absence of a state of 
alarm decree from central gov-
ernment to support it.   

The measure is also subject to 
any extra rules a committee of 
health ministers from all regions 
meeting nationally was due to 
agree on Thursday evening.  

Andalucía is among those re-
gions calling for central govern-
ment to take the lead in bolster-
ing legal back-up to the toughest 
local actions. 

More restrictions on bar open-
ing times and mass, controlled 
testing are being added to the An-
dalusian cities of Seville, Jaén and 
Cordoba as well as 13 other  
smaller municipalities, includ-
ing Teba in Malaga. Bars and res-

taurants in those places must now 
close at 10pm and reduce their 
occupancy.   

Mask rules extended 
Those practising sport, such as 
running and cycling, across the 
region in busy areas will now be 
forced to wear their masks. In ad-
dition masks will have to be worn 
at bar and restaurant tables or bars 
if people are chatting and not ac-
tually eating or drinking.   

“The evolution of the conta-
gions has grown at a worrying 

rate; it’s time to strengthen the 
measures to protect the health of 
the people  of Andalucía, with the 
support of the experts,”  said Elías 
Bendodo, regional government 
spokesperson on Thursday.  

The regional Health minister, 

Jesús Aguirre, added that he 
viewed “in a positive way” any 
national measures to implement 
selective nighttime curfews.    

Earlier in the week, the Junta 
president, Juanma Moreno, had 
told the regional parliament that he 

wanted central government to act.   

Case rates vary by province 
Within Andalucía, there are wide 
variations in case rates. While 
the regional average on Thurs-
day was  294 cases per 100,000 
in the last 14 days, Granada prov-
ince topped the list of the eight 
regional provinces with a 640 
case rate, followed by  Seville 
province with a rate of 351. 
Among the lowest case rates was 
Cadiz and Malaga provinces with 
147 and 163 respectively.

The national Health 
ministry discussed the 
proposal with regional 
ministers at their regular 
meeting on Thursday 
afternoon

 

SUR
 

MADRID. The government’s Health 
ministry met with the health 
chiefs of Spain’s autonomous re-
gions on Thursday afternoon to 
discuss nationwide guidelines on 
more severe lockdown measures 
which include possible nighttime 
curfews. 

The scheduled, regular meet-

ing was held against a back-
ground of increased calls from 
some regional presidents for a  
nighttime lockdown. Politicians 
and experts  were debating  ways 
to give legal cover to the move, 
which is seen as currently not 
possible without a state of alarm 
decree. 

In the end politicians put off 
the difficult curfew decision for 
a future meeting, while agreeing 
to standardise the approach to 
restrictions in other ways. 

In central government’s plan 
being discussed with the regions 
on Thursday, it was reported that   
four different levels of alert would 
be established. 

Measures could range from 
the stricter curfews to closing 
bars at 10pm and recommend-
ing that people don’t leave their 
homes at night. 

Case numbers rise 

Spain has seen its contagion lev-
els continue to rise in the past 
week. On Thursday 20,986 new 
cases were added to the central 
government statistics. This week 
Spain’s official figures broke the 
one-million case barrier. 

Granada and several northern 

areas of Spain joined Madrid this 
week with local restrictions of 
movement in and out of them. 
The northeastern region of Na-
varra had is borders closed from 

Thursday by its regional leaders 
for all but essential travel 

 The Castilla y León region was 
asking for nationwide curfew 
measures on Thursday, with sev-
eral of its largest cities facing lo-
cal restrictions on movement.  

The regional governments of 
La Rioja and Aragón also stayed 
one step ahead of national gov-
ernment coordination plans on 
Wednesday by decreeing local-
ised confinements.  

Faced with growing case rates, 
La Rioja said that from today, Fri-
day, its borders would be closed 
until 7 November, except for es-
sential travel, such as to work or 
school. Non-essential shops will 
also close at 9pm. 

“We have to take a further step 
toward the measures, be decisive 
and act in all the region,” said the  
La Rioja government.  

In Aragón the regional govern-
ment there announced that the 
capitals of its three provinces,  
Zaragoza, Huesca and Teruel, 
would face non-essential travel 
restrictions.

Politicians put off decision  
on nighttime curfews, 
despite growing support

Andalucía tightens restrictions, from 
stricter mask rules to selective curfews

The Andalusian regional minister for Health, Jesús Aguirre, explains the latest data on Thursday this week.  EFE

Borders were closed to non-essential travel in Navarra on Thursday.  EFE

 Face masks for individual 
sports.   The obligation to wear 
face masks has been extended 
to runners and cyclists practis-
ing sport in areas where there 
are large numbers of other peo-
ple. This applies to the entire 
region of Andalucía. 

 Face masks in bars and res-
taurants.   The face mask rule 
has also been extended to cover 
customers in bars and restau-
rants while seated at tables or 
at the bar when they are not ac-
tually eating or drinking. This 
applies to the entire region of 
Andalucía. 

 Granada curfew.   The in-
crease in hospitalisations in 
Granada has led the Junta to 
call for a curfew between 11pm 
and 6am in the city and 30 sur-
rounding towns and villages. 

 City restrictions.   Seville, 
Cordoba and Jaén will be sub-
ject to the same restrictions al-
ready in place in Granada. 
These include reduced bar 
opening hours and reduced 
numbers of guests at events.

NEW JUNTA MEASURES

Granada and several 
northern areas of Spain 
joined Madrid this week 
with local restrictions of 
movement
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The 14-day case 
notification rate per 
100,000 inhabitants for 
Malaga province was 
163.4 on Thursday 

SUR
 

MALAGA. New regulations brought 
in this week by the Junta de An-
dalucía have affected numerous 
towns and villages whose Covid-
19 infection rate is especially 
high. 

In the province of Malaga, the 
inland village of Teba, with 71 
positive cases among 3,700 in-
habitants, the new rules mean 
that bars and restaurants must 
be closed by 10pm, and only open 
to 50 per cent of capacity before 
then. 

Numbers of guests at weddings 
and funerals have also been cut 
further to 30 and 15 respectively. 

With a 14-day case notification 
rate per 100,000 inhabitants cur-
rently at 1,276, the regional 
authority is to carry out mass Co-
vid testing as it has done previ-
ously in Sierra de Yeguas and Vil-
lanueva de la Concepción.  

Mass screening with rapid an-
tigen tests will also be carried out 
in the village of Almáchar in the 
Axarquía where 16 cases have 
been recorded among a popula-
tion of no more than 1,800. Some 
320 local residents, selected ran-
domly, will be tested this Friday 

and Saturday. 
Also subject to further restric-

tions similar to those affecting 
Teba this week is the village of 
Cuevas de San Marcos. The new 
measures include the closure of 
public parks and gardens. 

In Cuevas de San Marcos, 330 

local people were tested for Co-
vid-19 on Tuesday this week. The 
increase in the number of posi-
tive cases in the village 
amounted to a 14-day rate of 
3,500 per 100,000 inhabitants, 
sparked by an outbreak in a care 
home where so far 100 cases 
have been reported. 

New cases 

The latest figures reported on 
Thursday for Malaga province 
showed an increase of 306 new 
cases in the previous 24 hours. 
Six new Covid-related deaths were 
reported, making 88  fatalities so 
far this month and 463 in Malaga 
province since the start of the 
pandemic. 

The regional Health authority 
reported 23 new outbreaks in 
Malaga province this week ac-
counting for 168 new cases. Half 
of them are in the Malaga health 
district, six on the Costa del Sol. 

The 14-day case notification 
rate per 100,000 inhabitants in 
Malaga province was at 163.4 on 
Thursday.  

There were 203 people with 
Covid-19 in hospital, 30 of them 
in intensive care.

Mass testing and early closing in Teba, 
Almáchar and Cuevas de San Marcos

Testing this week in Cuevas de San Marcos.  ÑITO SALAS

FIRMA
 

DATA. Xxx
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14-day case notification rate 
per 100,000 inhabitants (on 
Thursday 22 October).  
  

 Andalucía.   294.2 

 Malaga province.   163.4 

 Granada province.   640.4 

 Almeria province.   160.8 

 Cadiz province.   147.0 

 Cordoba province.   339.8 

 Seville province.   351.2 

 Jaén province.   474.0 

 Estepona.   133.3 

 Marbella.   244.8 

 Mijas.   123.3 

 Fuengirola.   139.5 

 Benalmádena.   199.6 

 Malaga city.   157 

 Nerja.   61.6 

 Spain.   333 (Weds.) 

 Madrid.   432 (Weds.)

INFECTION RATES
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BENALMÁDENA 

I. GELIBTER.  From now on,  
owners of bars, cafés and res-
taurants in Benalmádena will 
have to keep their terraces clean 
and tidy or have their licences 
to use them withdrawn. This is 
one of several rules announ-
ced by the mayor, Víctor Na-
vas, this week. He reminded 
the owners that it is their res-
ponsibility to look after the 
areas outside their premises 
but said that in some cases 
this isn’t being done. 

“Keeping the town well-
maintained and clean is down 
to all of us. Council workers 
are not there to clean areas of 
the street where the bars and 
restaurants have their terra-
ces; that is their own respon-
sibility,” he insisted, stressing 
that the pandemic obliges the 
local authority to be “extre-
mely rigorous” in this respect. 

In the next couple of weeks 
Local Police officers will also 
be checking that shops which 
display their wares outside are 
also complying with the rules.

Council threatens 
to withdraw  
licences for outside 
terraces if they are 
not kept clean

FUENGIROLA 

I. G.  Hotels in Fuengirola have 
begun to receive financial as-
sistance from the council. Rosa 
Ana Bravo and Rodrigo Ro-
mero, the councillors for Fi-
nance and Tourism respec-
tively, say 22 local hotels have 
benefited so far and those that 
have not applied can still do so 
until 30 October.  This payment 
is part of the Plan for Economic 
and Social Reactivation, which 
applies to hotels, hostels, pen-
sions and apart-hotels in the 
municipality, a sector which 
has been hit particularly hard 
by the pandemic. “So far we 
have granted 22 payments to-
talling 595,500 euros,” says 
Rosa Ana Bravo.  

Rodrigo Romero says the 
council has tried to find ways 
to help local businesses, such 
as temporary exemptions 
from rubbish collection 
charges or street occupancy 
fees for kiosks and munici-
pal concessions.  

“We want to do what we can 
to help these businesses to sur-
vive and enable people to keep 
their jobs,” he says. 

Fuengirola hotels 
receive nearly 
600,000 euros of 
assistance 

MIJAS 

The works, which will 
cost over one million 
euros, are being financed 
through an extra charge 
on the municipal water 
bills, approved in 2018 

IVÁN GELIBTER.  Work to build the 
new water deposit in Mijas 
Pueblo - which has been made 
possible thanks to a special 
charge  on municipal water bills 
for infrastructure projects - be-
gan this week.  

The project is being carried 
out jointly by the council and 
the Acosol water company and 
it was officially launched by the 
mayor, Josele González, the 
councillor for Infrastructure and 
Public Works, José Carlos 
Martín, the General CEO of Aco-
sol, Carlos Cañavate and Execu-
tive CEO Manuel Cardeña. 

Mijas council is in charge of 
these works, which will cost 
around 1.3 million euros and 
should be completed in five 

months. This deposit will not 
only guarantee the water sup-
ply but also the pressure for it 
to reach people’s homes, espe-
cially in the area around the vil-
lage, and is something the coun-
cil has been calling for in recent 
years. It will supply about 10,000 
cubic metres of water to peo-

ple’s homes, and “thanks to team 
work it is closer than ever to be-
coming reality,” said the mayor.  

González stressed his appre-
ciation for Acosol’s collabora-
tion since the new management 
took over, and the company’s 
commitment to improving the 
infrastructure in Mijas, where 
several hydraulic improvements 
are planned. “Thanks to their 
positive attitude, we are going 
to get this finished as soon as 
possible so the people of Mijas 
can benefit from it,” he said. 

The council believes that in a 
few months it will be possible to 
talk about a ‘before and after’ in 
terms of water supply to Mijas 
Pueblo, said José Carlos Martín, 
as the traditional lack of water 
will be a thing of the past when 
all these projects have been com-
pleted. These will improve the 
quality of the service and they 
include a network of impulsion 
pipes up from Las Lagunas.  

The project is being financed 
thanks to an agreement reached 
two years ago between Mijas 
council and the regional govern-
ment’s Environment and Land 
Organisation ministry, under 
which the local authority is per-
mitted to apply an extra charge    
to carry out works of this type. 
This is a special tax applied within 
Andalucía for domestic water con-
sumption, which is then used to 
finance any type of water-related 
infrastructure projects. 

The project was officially launched by the mayor this week.  SUR

Work has begun on the new 
water deposit for Mijas Pueblo

The new deposit will 
provde about 10,000 
cubic metres of water 
and is something the 
council has been calling 
for in recent years

The third-century ruins 
lay abandoned for a long 
time and are in a very 
bad state of repair so 
the project will take 
several years  

SUR IN ENGLISH
 

MARBELLA. The ‘Bóvedas de Gua-
dalmina’ Roman baths, one of 
Marbella’s most important ar-
chaeological sites, are to be re-
habilitated with the aim of pre-
serving them and making them 
a first-class tourist attraction. 

These Roman remains, situ-

ated beside the Guadalmina river 
and next to the beach, date back 
to the third century but are cur-
rently in very bad condition. They 
have been unprotected for years, 
as they were discovered in the 
17th century but were not clas-
sified as a Site of Cultural Inter-
est until 2007.  

The Junta de Andalucía’s Min-
ister for Culture, Patricia del Pozo, 
said this week that the project will 
take several years and will be car-
ried out in stages. The first of 
these will be to ascertain the ex-
act state of the ruins and draw up  
plans, and this will be included 
in the Junta’s 2021 budget.

Guadalmina Roman Baths 
to be converted into a 
tourist attraction

Inside the Roman baths in Guadalmina.  JOSELE
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MARBELLA 

Armed men arrested 
after police chase 

F. T.  Two British men, aged 29 
and 30, were arrested in Puerto 
Banús recently following a brief 
chase after the pair skipped a 
police checkpoint, almost run-
ning over several officers. 

The driver of the luxury vehi-
cle, with British plates, made a 
sudden manoeuvre but the po-
lice acted quickly to block the ve-
hicle. Inside, police found a re-
volver and several cartridges.

MALAGA 

Worker killed in accident 
on industrial estate 

F. TORRES.  A man, aged around 
55, died on Tuesday morning af-
ter losing his balance while car-
rying an iron plate which then 
landed on his neck and head. 

He was pronounced dead at 
the scene. 

The incident, classified by po-
lice as a workplace accident, oc-
curred on the Santa Cruz indus-
trial estate in Malaga city, where 
the worker was well known.

MALAGA 

Tourist held for refusing 
to wear a mask five times 
and spitting at police 

J. C. / Á. F.  A 22-year-old British 
tourist was arrested in Malaga 
on Sunday after spitting at po-
lice officers when they told him 
to put on his face mask. 

The man, who was ap-
proached while drinking alco-
hol on the seafront promenade 
near the Malagueta beach, was 
with two friends who both fol-
lowed the officers’ instructions. 

Despite being asked to put on 
a mask five times in English, he 
continued to refuse, becoming 
aggressive with officers and spit-
ting at them.  

He was arrested, but became 
so agitated that he was taken to 
hospital where he was re-
strained and sedated. 

According to his sister and 
girlfriend, who provided his 
passport so he could be identi-
fied, he had not taken drugs, but 
had drunk a lot.  

They also said that bouts of 
aggression were not unusual for 
him.

112 REPORTS

MIJAS 

Pensioner shot during 
attempted burglary in 
luxury villa 

F. TORRES / J. CANO.  The Guardia 
Civil are looking for two men af-
ter a 70-year-old British man 
was shot by intruders in his lux-

ury villa in Mijas Costa. The in-
cident occurred at around 8.30 
on Wednesday morning. 

The victim was shot in the 
leg after apparently confront-
ing the men when he heard 
them in his house, 

The alleged burglars fled the 
scene without taking anything 
of value.

An ambulance at the home of the victim.  SUR

MALAGA 

Glass stands up to 
attempted ram raid in 
Calle Larios shop 

Á. F. / J. C.  The window of a mo-
bile phone shop on the pedes-
trianised Calle Larios in Malaga 
was left with significant dam-
age on Wednesday morning af-
ter two hooded men rammed 
the shop front with their vehi-
cle and then hit it with bats. The 
would-be thieves, however, were 
unable to break the glass and 
left empty-handed. The shop 
opened as usual. Damage to shop front.  SUR

Five were arrested after 
the shooting, which 
took place during a  
fight that broke out in 
Nueva Andalucía, on 
Saturday night 

SUR
 

MARBELLA. A British man in his 
fifties was admitted to Malaga’s 
Hospital Regional on Saturday 
night with gunshot wounds to 
the face. 

The man, who was shot twice 
during a fight, was admitted to 
the hospital’s intensive care unit 
following surgery to remove a 
bullet. His condition was de-
scribed earlier this week as 
“very serious”. 

The National Police arrested 
five people, also reported to be 
British, in connection with the 
shooting. 

The emergency services re-
ceived a call just before 9pm on 
Saturday, reporting a fight that 
broke out in a bar in Avenida del 
Prado, on the Aloha estate in 
Nueva Andalucía. The caller in-
formed of the use of a firearm 
and said that a man had been 

shot. Ambulance and police 
services were sent to the scene. 
A National Police patrol in the 
area located and arrested five 
individuals allegedly involved 

in the incident. 
The victim, who, according to 

sources, suffered injuries to the 
nose and an eye, was taken ini-
tially to the Costa del Sol hospi-
tal in Marbella, but was then 
transferred to the Hospital Re-
gional (formerly Carlos Haya) in 
Malaga due to the gravity of his 
injuries. 

The man is apparently a tour-
ist, who was staying on a luxury 
development in Estepona, 
sources told SUR.

British national shot in the face 
during Marbella bar brawl

Paramedics attend the victim at the scene.  JOSELE

Emergency services 
received a call saying that 
a fight had broken out in a 
bar on the Aloha estate in 
Nueva Andalucía
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MALAGA. The National Police in 
Malaga have uncovered an in-
creasingly common practice 
among drugs gangs in the city:  
allowing squatters to stay in prop-
erties in return for them looking 
after their marijuana crops. 

As two detectives told SUR, this 
is particularly prevalent in poorer 
areas where the gangs can take 
advantage of individuals’ finan-
cial situation to ensure that their 
plants are kept safe, are watered 
correctly and everything is in or-
der for a successful crop. “They 
want their drugs to be controlled 
as much as possible, so it’s a win-
win situation,” said one of the in-
vestigators.  

In many cases these planta-
tions, typically of up to 300 plants, 
are initially set up by profession-
als, but in others, the installations 
are more rudimentary and can 
lead to numerous problems, in-
cluding fires. 

Another problem is friction 
with neighbours. Disturbances 
occur primarily because of the 
smell, which in turn informs 
other gangs of the presence of a 
plantation and can lead to ‘vuel-
cos’ (thefts between gangs, often 
involving firearms). 

These plantations are “par-
ticularly lucrative”, said one of-
ficer, because they cut out ship-
ping costs. “The penalties for 
these crimes almost never lead 
to prison,” he added.

Drug gangs in Malaga city have 
been ‘renting’ rooms to squatters 
to look after their marijuana crops

The highlight of the 
renewed El Saltillo 
walkway to be opened on 
Monday is the new 
suspension bridge, the 
third longest in Spain 

ANTONIO M. ROMERO 

MALAGA. The so-called ‘Caminito 
del Rey of the Axarquía’ will be 
officially opened by the provin-
cial government, Diputación, on 
Monday. The path, which runs 
along a gorge between the mu-
nicipalities of Canillas de Acei-
tuno and Sedella, will be unveiled 
as the latest part of the Gran 
Senda (Great Trail) circle of walk-
ing routes around the province. 

The walk’s real name is El Sal-
tillo and it begins in the central 
square of Canillas de Aceituno 
and covers eight kilometres 
(round trip), giving spectacular 
views of the Almanchares river. 

The highlight of the route is 
the new suspension bridge, made 
of wood and steel, which at 50 
metres is the third longest in 
Spain. 

The provincial government in-
vested around 600,000 euros in 
the project, which the authority’s 
president, Francisco Salado, has 
described as “a major attraction” 
for the area. 

The route, which will be free 
to use, was built on an existing 
path but significant improve-
ments have been made to in-
crease safety and ease of use of 
the walkways, some of which are 
100 metres above ground. 

The Axarquía’s own Caminito del  
Rey is ready to welcome walkers

Siblings Lisbeth and Jørn 
Hokholt are now able to 
access their home after 
13 months but inside 
everything is “completely 
destroyed” 

EUGENIO CABEZAS
 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. After 13 months 
described as “a real nightmare”, 
Norwegian siblings Lisbeth and 
Jørn Hokholt have regained en-
try to their property in Caleta de 
Vélez, which had been occupied 
by squatters since September 
2019 until they left voluntarily 
a few weeks ago. 

During this time, the brother 
and sister have only been able 
to come to Caleta once, last De-

cember, due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.  

However, when they can next 
make the trip, they will be re-
quired to take stock of the dam-
age that has been caused to the 

property, built by their parents 
at the end of the 1960s. 

“It’s been completely de-
stroyed,” said Eduardo López-
Chicheri, the family’s lawyer, 
who went inside accompanied 
by the police, after receiving the 
news that the squatters had left. 

“In furniture alone, they’ve 
stolen more than two thousand 
euros’ worth, but they’ve also 
destroyed doors, wardrobes and 
partition walls, and taken the 
bathroom fittings,” he said. 

The lawyer explained that the 
court in Vélez-Málaga, which had 
been handling the case, has been 
informed that the family would 
be officially reporting the squat-
ters, who had been identified by 
police during a visit this year, 
for the damages and theft.

Norwegian family get their home back 
but squatting nightmare isn’t over yet

The siblings outside the property 

which was occupied until now.  SUR

ÁLORA 

Malaga-Seville trains 
to stop at El Chorro 

A. JIMÉNEZ.  The regional me-
dium-distance trains between 
Malaga and Seville will now 
also stop at the El Chorro-
Caminito del Rey station, said 
Álora Mayor Francisco 
Martínez and PSOE national 
MP Nacho López on a visit to 
the area on Wednesday. 

At present only two trains 
stop there daily in each direc-
tion and it is hoped that the serv-
ice will increase back to five. 

Both men also said that the 
town hall and the Public Works 
ministry were “still looking 
into” having the Malaga-Álora 
Cercanías train line extended 
to El Chorro.

HERE AND THERE

MALAGA 

Flights to Valencia to 
start from 1 December 

P. MARTÍNEZ.  Malaga and Valen-
cia will from 1 December be 
connected by a new air route 
operated by budget airline Ry-
anair. The low-cost operator has 
included the route as part of its 
new strategy to strengthen na-
tional connections following 
pandemic restrictions on inter-
national travel. 

Flights will run three times a 
week between the two cities 
which are notoriously poorly 
connected. Other new national 
routes include: Alicante-Vito-
ria (twice a week); Barcelona-
Lanzarote (four a week); and 
Palma-Jerez (two). 

“With these new flights, the 
company continues to support 
regional trade and local tour-
ism,” it said.

The view from one side of the newly built suspension bridge.  DIPUTACIÓN DE MÁLAGA
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The pioneering recycling 
plant designed to turn 
construction waste into 
sand is the first of its kind 
in Europe and will be 
funded by EU money 

AGUSTÍN PELÁEZ 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. The Junta de An-
dalucía regional government has 
given the green light to a project 
that will see construction waste 
converted into sand to regener-
ate the beach in Mezquitilla. 

The Brick Beach project, which 
has been in the pipeline for two 
years, involves a recycling plant 
being built in the Taramillas area 
of Vélez-Málaga, near the town’s 
waste-water plant. 

Pioneering project 

The pioneering project is being 
funded mainly with European Re-
gional Development Funds 
(ERDF), with 20 per cent of the 
five-million-euro cost coming 
from Vélez-Málaga town hall, 
Malaga University and the Junta 
de Andalucía, among others. 

It is hoped that other European 

coastal towns will copy the pro-
ject and that it helps to end the 
recent proliferation of illegal con-
struction waste dumping grounds.  

Vélez-Málaga’s councillor for 
business and employment, María 
José Roberto, who is responsible 
for the project, said that not only 
could the project be replicated in 
other European cities but that it 
would “encourage alternative and 
sustainable tourism”. 

The project has been delayed 
partly due to initial rejection by 
opposition parties at Vélez-Málaga 
town hall. However, there has 
been no recent objection either 
from the opposition, or from resi-
dents living near the proposed 
recycling plant site. 

The Junta’s report is now in the 
hands of Vélez-Málaga town hall. 
The plant is expected to be fin-
ished by June 2021.

Regional government gives 
Brick Beach project green light 

The Brick Beach project is designed to regenerate Mezquitilla beach.  A. P.

NERJA 

Further delays to 
sewage treatment plant  

E. C.  Nerja’s new sewage treat-
ment plant is still waiting to be 
connected to the electricity sup-
ply so that it can go into testing 
phase. The latest date set by 
mayor José Alberto Armijo was 
mid-October. The town hall has 
recently awarded a contract worth 
over 10,000 euros to Ingeagua SL 
to write a financial viability re-
port which will be used in nego-
tiations with Aguas de Narixa SL, 
who will manage the plant.

TORRE DEL MAR 

Theatre “unreasonable” 
according to opposition 

A. P.  A new theatre, which is to be 
built on land near the indoor 
swimming pool in Torre del Mar, 
has received criticism from op-
position spokesperson, Francisco 
Delgado, who said the eight-mil-
lion-euro project, was “unrea-
sonable” during the current 
health and impending financial 
crisis. Vélez-Málaga town hall re-
vealed last week that the project 
would still go ahead and is to be 
built in four separate phases. 

PERIANA 

Periana open-air 
market to restart 

J. R.  Periana’s monthly open-air 
market will be starting up again 
this Sunday from 10.30am to 
2.30pm at Restaurante Finca Oa-
sis Las Palmeras on Camino Río 
Seco. Stalls cost five euros each 
and stall holders are required to 
provide their own tables and sun 
shade. Use of masks is obliga-
tory and social distancing rules 
will be in place. To book a stall 
call: 630 594 961.

TORRE DEL MAR 

Lux Mundi now able  
to accept donations 

J. R.  Lux Mundi Torre del Mar has 
announced that the centre is now 
able to accept donations of 
household goods, books, DVDs, 
CDs, clothes and other items for 
its second hand shop. The shop 
is open every Friday morning 
from 11am to 1pm during the 
weekly coffee morning. E-mail: 
luxmundi@lux-mundi.org . Web-
site: www.lux-mundi.org for 
more information.

HERE AND THERE

NERJA 

Climbers mark breast 
cancer awareness day 

E. CABEZAS.  Around 30 moun-
taineers from Torre del Mar and 
Periana climbed Nerja’s Pico del 
Cielo mountain last Sunday to 
raise awareness of breast can-
cer, ahead of International 

Breast Cancer Day last Monday.  
Members of Torre del Mar’s 

beach running club were joined 
by other climbers to ascend the 
1,508-metre peak, not only to 
mark the day, but also to thank 
the Axarquía’s association for 
women with breast cancer, Aso-
ciación Esperanza, for the work 
they do to help and support peo-
ple with the disease.

Mountaineers at the top of Pico del Cielo on Sunday.  SUR

New website launched 
for David Lloyd’s  
online estate agency 
for Spain 

Sell4LessSpain.com, the Online 
Agent by David Lloyd covering 
Spain, Portugal and Gibraltar has 
this week launched a new ver-
sion of their website, aimed at 
making the process of listing 
property even simpler. 

Simon Pelling, Managing Di-
rector told us “Our clients typi-
cally are in their late 50’s to 80’s 
and we needed to make sure our 
website, whilst incorporating the 
latest technology and features, 
was intuitive to a mature market. 
The changes we have all had to 
live with this year have made 
more people turn to technol-
ogy for everything, from online 
grocery shopping, Zoom calls 
with the family to selling your 
property - I believe we have seen 
a 3-5 year increase in awareness 
of this approach in the past year.” 

The company operates from 
London and Marbella and cur-

rently has listed around 650 prop-
erties across Spain, the Spanish 
Islands, Gibraltar and Portugal.  

Customers are offered 3 lev-
els of service, the most basic free 
service “Bronze” being a listing 
on the Sell4LessSpain platform 
only; “Silver” extends to include 
listings across the major portals 
including Zoopla, Primelocation, 
Kyero, ThinkSpain and many 
more. The top level “Gold” serv-
ice extends this to include Right-
move Overseas and Idealista. 
With all services there are op-
tions such as photography, view-
ing service, premium listings, etc. 

Simon told us “The market has 
been very challenging this year. 
People initially wanting to com-
plete sales before the Brexit dead-
line, then the closure of the mar-
ket due to Covid. We are now see-
ing people turning to us to allow 
them to price their property with-

out incorporating 5-7% uplift for 
the agents fees, and in the knowl-
edge our marketing provides 
maximum exposure to custom-
ers across the portals we work 
with.” 

Tennis Legend and Business-
man David Lloyd joined 
Sell4LessSpain last year as an 
Executive Director. He joined the 
business having had first-hand 
experience of Sell4LessSpain as 
a customer. The team at 
Sell4LessSpain aim to make sure 
all properties are live on the sites 
the customer has subscribed 
to within 24 hours and provide 
excellent customer service.  

“The new website incorporates 
a savings calculator making it 
easier for people to identify the 
tremendous saving they make 
working with us,” Simon contin-
ued. “Online/Hybrid agents are 
now accepted and commonplace 
in the UK, but the saving is mar-
ginal as traditional agents fees 
in the UK are so low. In Spain, 
where agents charge typically 5-
7% plus IVA (VAT), the saving is 
massive even on the lowest 
priced property.”

MAKING IT EVEN EASIER TO  

LIST PROPERTIES
NERJA 

Nerja’s Calle Diputación 
to be pedestrianised 

E. C.  Nerja town hall announced 
on Wednesday a 300,000-euro 
project to pedestrianise Calle Di-
putación. The street connects Av-
enida Castilla Pérez and the 
Balcón de Europa and is one of 
the few central roads still open 
to traffic. The project will be en-
tirely financed by Malaga’s pro-
vincial authority and the street’s 
namesake, the Diputación, and 
will result in the whole road be-
coming a pedestrian zone.

SELL4LESSSPAIN.COM

See the new website 
for yourself at 
Sell4LessSpain.com 

Calle Diputación in Nerja.  E. C.
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MARBELLA 

The town hall has cleared 
part of the area for the 
construction of a new 
part of the Senda Litoral 
but Marbella Activa 
believes some remains 
have been disturbed 

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA 

The Marbella Activa association 
has warned of the need to protect 
the archaeological remains lo-
cated at the mouth of the Río Real, 
where the town hall is currently 
carrying out work for a new sec-
tion of the coastal path. 

The group has informed the 

Andalusian regional government 
and the local administration that 
the clearing work carried out on 
the seafront to the south of the 
Río Real Playa residential devel-
opment, some 200 metres long, 
is where the Phoenician site of 
Río Real is located. 

According to the association, 
on initial inspection you can see 
that stones and ceramic remains 
that appear to correspond to the  
same historic period of the site 
have been disturbed. 

The work was carried out by ma-
chinery, so the group has sent a 
note to both the town hall and the 
Culture department of the Junta 
to ask if it was carried out under 
archaeological supervision, as the 
area is included within the bounda-

ries of the site, as well as in the pro-
tection area of the no longer valid 
PGOU approved in 2010. The area 
is also falls within the protected 
zone around the Río Real tower, 
designated by the Junta as a BIC 
(an asset of cultural interest). 

The town hall maintains that 
the clearing work carried out was 
only at the surface level and there-
fore didn’t require archaeologi-
cal supervision, unlike those that 
will begin soon, on 2 November, 
which will have an archaeologist 
on the scene. 

According to the councillor for 
Public Works, Diego López, the 
work carried out has not affected 
the BIC, which occupies some six 
square metres and on which no 
action has been taken.

Concerns raised that coastal path works 
have affected Río Real archaeological site

An event organised by 
the BCC and CIT Marbella 
was attended by the 
British consul, among 
business representatives 

EFE 

MARBELLA. Representatives from 
the British and Spanish business 
communities got together on 
Tuesday morning in Marbella for 
an event organised by the British 
Chamber of Commerce in Spain 
(BCC) and the CIT business asso-
ciation in Marbella to analyse op-
portunities in the ‘new normal’. 

BCC Vice-President for Anda-
lucía Derek Langley opened the 
event, stating that despite Brexit  

and the coronavirus pandemic, 
the UK is still the biggest investor 
in Spain. So far this year invest-
ment in this country from the UK 
amounts to eight billion euros, 
56.9% of foreign investment in 
this country, he said. 

Also speaking at the event, Brit-
ish Consul Charmaine Arbouin 
stressed the need for both Brit-
ons and Spaniards to adapt to the 
new situation from 31 December 
2020 when the UK’s Brexit tran-
sition period comes to an end. 

“We don’t know what’s going to 
happen, but people will still come 
[to Spain]. In fact the British are 
still coming with an interest in 
buying and investing,” said the 
consul, who took the opportunity 
to urge all British nationals resi-

dent in Spain to make sure their 
residency papers are in order be-
fore the end of the year. 

Arbouin pointed out that both 
for British individuals and busi-
nesses in Spain there was likely 
to be more bureaucracy from next 
year. 

Vice-President of CIT Ricardo 
Bocanegra said that while invest-
ment from the UK had slowed this 
year, he was confident that it 
would pick up after the transition 
period. He too predicted an in-
crease in paperwork and bureauc-
racy after the UK exits the EU. 

Speakers at the event included 
Setareh Mohregi, International 
Department Director at Gilmar 
Real Estate; Bernard Fay, Found-
ing Partner at UHY Fay & Co; In-
maculada Domecq, Tax Direc-
tor at UHY Fay & Co; and Maryna 
Yatsenyuk, International Pre-
mier Clients Manager at Caixa 
Bank &  Sector Director at Hola 
Bank.  

Representing Marbella town 
hall was Councillor for Foreign 
Residents Remedios Bocanegra.

Business communities 
discuss the challenges of 
Brexit and the new normal

Bocanegra, Langley and Arbouin with representatives of UHY Fay & Co, Caixa Bank and Gilmar.  SUR

MARBELLA 

Horse-drawn carriage 
licences to be withdrawn 

H. B.  The days of the horse-
drawn carriages in Marbella 
are numbered. The local coun-
cil has approved a plan to 
withdraw the licences, com-
pensating the around a dozen 
of the 19 permit holders 
30,500 euros each before the 
end of the year. 

The council has said that hav-
ing horse-drawn carriages in 
the town was incompatible with 
its pedestrianisation plans and 
that the carriages were not as 
popular with tourists anymore.

ESTEPONA 

Run-down buildings 
could be forcibly sold 

J. M. MARTÍN.  Estepona council 
has approved a municipal or-
dinance that will force owners 
of dilapidated buildings to 
maintain them to guarantee 
the public’s safety and improve 
the town’s image. 

If owners don’t comply, the 
town hall will include the prop-
erty on its municipal register. 
If after one year there is no pro-
gress, procedures will be 
started to force the sale to the 
town hall which will use the 
land for social use.

CASARES 

Fears of unauthorised 
access to protected site 

J. M. M.  Various groups have de-
nounced new acts of vandalism 
at the Sima Hedionda 4 archaeo-
logical site in Casares, declared 
an Asset of Cultural Interest 
(BIC). The vandalism was first 
spotted on 3 October and the 
complaint is being processed 
by the Guardia Civil. Since then, 
however, it has become clear 
that the original lock installed 
in 2015 had been destroyed and 
replaced by another of inferior 
quality, raising fears of repeated 
unauthorised access.

MARBELLA 

Law change requires 
investment in Banús 

H. B.  A new law change ap-
proved by the Junta de Anda-
lucía brings mixed news for the 
concession holders of the 
Puerto Banús marina. On the 
one hand it will end the uncer-
tainty over the length of the con-
tract, confirmed at 75 years, but 
that places the end date in 2043. 
That, however, can be extended 
to 99 years (until 2067) if the 
equivalent of 20 per cent of the 
marina’s current valuation is 
invested in the next four years.

HERE AND THERE

MARBELLA
 

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA.  A total of 
13,528 pine trees in 76 dif-
ferent areas of Marbella are 
being treated in order to pro-
tect against the procession-
ary caterpillar. 

The councillor for Parks and 
Gardens, Diego López, an-
nounced the measure on 
Wednesday, saying that plant 
health “is a priority for the gov-
ernment team and the conser-
vation and maintenance of the 
extensive mass of trees re-
quires prevention work, which 
this year has a budget alloca-
tion of 175,000 euros”.  

The councillor explained 
that, if untreated, caterpillars 
could cause the trees to rot. 
They are also known to seri-
ously endanger dogs’ lives and 
pose a potential threat to hu-
mans too. 

Treatment of the trees, us-
ing endotherapy in the major-
ity of locations, is being car-
ried out in large parks and 
green areas around the town, 
having started on 1 Septem-
ber. It is expected to be com-
pleted on 5 December, before 
spring when the caterpillars 
usually leave their nests. 

López explained that endo-
therapy was the preferred 
method as it is “has no effect 
on the health of people and 
animals”. The insecticide is 
injected directly inside the 
pine and kills the caterpillars 
when they eat the needles.

Anti-processionary 
caterpillar 
treatment begins 
on almost 14,000 
pine trees

The area in which the works have 

been carried out.  JOSELE
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COMMUNITY SPIRIT

NERJA 

J. RHODES.  The total raised by 
the four Axarquía-based sky-
divers in aid of local charities 
is 4,020 euros, between the Go 
Fund Me webpage and dona-
tions made in various estab-
lishments around Nerja. 

Laura Leanne Downes, Ra-
chael England, Sharon An-
derson and Hannah Conlan, 
who took the plunge from 
Cordoba airport on Saturday 
10 October, will be present-
ing the money to the three 
charities at the Fountain bar 
in Nerja.  

The chosen charities are 
AAR and APAA animal rescues 
and Nerja Solidaria.

AXARQUÍA 

J. RHODES.  Axarquía Animal 
Rescue charity is running two 
fundraising events during Oc-
tober and November. The first 
is an online ‘pawstival’ where 
the charity is inviting people 
to submit photos of their pets 
in a number of categories. The 
winners will be chosen 
through a poll on the charity’s 
Facebook page.  

The second is a cookbook 
catering for all diets. Recipes 
for starters, mains, desserts 
and drinks and snacks for ani-
mals are wanted. Photos and 
recipes should be emailed to 
aarfundraiser@gmail.com by 
15 November.

Virtual pet shows 
and cookbooks  
to raise funds for 
animal charity   

Skydivers to 
present over  
4,000 euros to 
local charities

MIJAS 

SUR.  The Mijas-based Funda-
ción CLC World marked World 
Breast Cancer Day earlier this 

week with a 3,000-euro dona-
tion to the Spanish cancer as-
sociation AECC. 

Receiving the cheque, the 
president and vice-president 
of the local branch of AECC 
Paula Cas and Paloma Gómez, 
expressed their gratitude. 

The funds will go towards 
the day-to-day costs of the or-
ganisation which offers social, 
psychological and therapeu-
tic support to cancer patients.

CLC World 
foundation marks 
Breast Cancer Day 
with donation

FUENGIROLA 

SUR IN ENGLISH.  Around 80 vol-
unteers answered the calls of 
the environmental charity Mi 
Moana and the Diving with Nic 
team to join a beach and un-
derwater cleanup session in 

Carvajal, Fuengirola, last week-
end. The group collected some  
300 kilos of rubbish including 
face masks, cigarette butts, 
rope, fishing lines, cans and 
bottles. 

The event was organised in 
collaboration with Fuengirola 
town hall and sponsored by 
Specsavers Ópticas Fuengi-
rola, TOGI Data and Ecocean 
Green Solutions. 

 Mi Moana has removed a 
total of 3,000 kilos of rubbish 
from the region’s beaches 
since the charity was founded. 

Volunteers collect 
300 kilos of 
rubbish in Carvajal 
cleanup session

Organisers and sponsors on the beach last weekend.  SUR

The presentation of the cheque to the local AECC branch.  SUR

CÓMPETA 

The novice hiker 
originally intended to 
climb Mount Maroma in 
April but was forced to 
cancel his attempt after 
the pandemic struck 

TONY BRYANT 

CÓMPETA. A British expat is pre-
paring to walk up Mount Ma-
roma, the highest peak in 
Malaga province, in memory of 
his mother and to raise funds 
for the Cudeca Hospice.  

Leicester-born Michael Moor-
croft , 51, who has lived in Cóm-
peta for three years, originally 
planned to tackle the 2000-me-
tre-high mountain in the Sierra 
de Tejeda earlier this year, but 
the coronavirus pandemic 
forced him to cancel the event. 

He will now attempt the chal-
lenge on Sunday 22 November 

and is back in training for the 
gruelling hike. 

The novice walker, who ex-
pects the journey to take around 
nine hours to complete, will be 
accompanied by Cindy Jones, 
a well-known Cómpeta resident 
who has been raising funds for 
Cudeca for more than 12 years. 
Cindy will attempt the challenge 
on a quad bike in order to place 
the Cudeca banner on the peak 
of the mountain. 

Michael and Cindy will set off 
from the Tourist Office in Cóm-
peta at 9am, and they are urg-
ing people to join them to raise 
awareness of cancer. Those who 
would like to accompany the cou-
ple are advised to wear suitable 
footwear and bring a packed 
lunch and plenty of water.  

Michael’s mother Fran Moor-
croft, who died in 2019, was an 
active Cudeca supporter for 
more than 20 years.  

For more information, call 
Cindy Jones on 665 156 467.

Tackling the highest 
peak in Malaga in aid  
of Cudeca hospice 

Michael and his sisters earlier this year in Cómpeta.  SUR
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A scaled-down event will 
go ahead at the Salón 
Varietés Theatre, but the 
service at St George’s 
Church in Malaga has 
been cancelled   

TONY BRYANT
 

COSTA DEL SOL. The plans of the 
British community on the Costa 
del Sol to mark Remembrance 
Sunday this year have had to  
be adapted to the pandemic  
situation. 

 Royal British Legion Spain 
South (the RBL) has announced 
that its annual Remembrance 
Day services have been scaled 
back due to the Covid-19 restric-
tions. After careful considera-
tion, the RBL decided to host just 
one of its usual Armistice Day 

ceremonies.  
This will take place in the Salón 

Varietés Theatre in Fuengirola 
on Sunday 8 November at 10.30 
am. Organised by the RBL Mijas, 
the event will be attended by 
branch members, although there 
will be no parade. District Presi-
dent Neal Topliss, who will lead 
the service again this year, told 
SUR in English that the event will 
be “unlike previous years”. 

“Unfortunately, although there 
will be Standards present, be-
cause of Covid-19, they won’t be 

mobile. Because of capacity re-
strictions, priority will be given 
to ex-service personnel, the 
armed forces and members of 
the RBL,” he said. 

St George’s cancelled 
The service at St George’s Angli-
can Church in Malaga and the 
laying of wreathes on the war 
graves in the English Cemetery 
will not go ahead this year. The 
event is usually organised by the 
Royal Air Forces Association Costa 
del Sol (RAFA) and the Torremo-
linos branch of the RBL, but both 
organisations have decided it 
would be best to cancel the event 
for the safety of its members. 

“The church is not large and 
seating is close together, which 
is not sensible in view of Covid-
19,” RBL-committee-member 
Mary Le Corney explained.

This year’s Remembrance Sunday 
activities disrupted by pandemic

After careful 
consideration, the RBL 
decided to host just one of 
its usual Armistice Day 
ceremonies. 

Certificates have been 
delivered to some of the 
best contributors to last 
March’s Education and 
Learning supplement 

RACHEL HAYNES
 

MALAGA. Just a week before Spain 
was locked down back in March, 
SUR in English published the an-
nual Education and Learning sup-
plement, showcasing the work of 
youngsters from the area’s inter-
national schools. The coronavi-
rus unfortunately prevented the 

usual presentation event from 
taking place at the SUR offices.  

Now, with the new term well 
under way, and children back at 
school with suitable protection 
and distancing, we have been able 
to deliver certificates to some of 
the youngsters whose work was 
selected by a panel of judges in 
the poetry, short story and art-
work categories.

Long-awaited 
recognition for 
young talent

Best primary poem 

 Cielo Davies:  Swans 
Primary School. 

Best secondary poem 
 Jessica Newton:  Swans Inter-
national School. 

Best primary artwork 

 Erik Shpektor:  Kids Club El 
Campanario. 

Best primary story 

 Nicolás Minguela Espinosa 
de los Monteros:  Laude San 
Pedro International College. 

Best secondary story 

 Eva Lucía Kielstra Ortega:  
Laude San Pedro Interna-
tional College. 

Best secondary artwork 

 Lisa Xiao:  Aloha College.

EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT AWARDS

i   Online  : All selected work can be 

found at www.surinenglish.com/ 

education/ Download the 

supplement from http://print-

edition.surinenglish.com/
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Easy access to food and 
water is attracting the 
animals, but residents are 
worried about being 
attacked or traffic 
accidents 

IGNACIO LILLO /  
HÉCTOR BARBOTTA

 

MALAGA. Wild boar, potbellied 
pigs and ‘cerdolíes’ (the name 
given in Spanish to a cross be-
tween the two) have become a 
common sight in many residen-
tial areas on the Costa del Sol, 
especially in Mijas, Marbella and 
Benahavís.  

The abundance of food (in 
rubbish bins, and some people 
feed them) and easily accessi-
ble water in parks, combined 
with a lack of measures to con-
trol them and no natural preda-
tors, have contributed to the con-
siderable increase in numbers. 

While some local residents 
like to see them, others are not 
happy and regularly complain 
to their local town halls because 
they are afraid of being attacked 
in the parks or that the animals 
will cause traffic accidents.   

In Mijas, which is most af-
fected, videos and photos are 
regularly posted on social me-
dia showing the animals on a 
road or close to school entrances 
at the start of the day. Through 
the UPLBA union, we spoke to a 
Local Police officer who has al-
ready reported the situation.  

“We see boars and pigs nearly 
every day,” he said, and con-
firmed that numerous people 
have phoned the police, espe-
cially to report sightings in La 
Cala de Mijas, Avenida del Li-
monar and La Noria. In fact, one 
call was from parents of pupils 
at El Chaparral school, inform-

ing that the animals were close 
to the school gates when the 
children arrived.  

“There are a lot of them and 
they pose a danger, especially 

because of the risk of traffic ac-
cidents on the road between Mi-
jas and Fuengirola and in Cer-
ros del Águila,” he said. 

 The officer said part of the 
problem is that some residents  
of different nationalities put food 
out for the animals, which makes 
the situation worse. “These are 
wild animals but until something 
untoward happens, nobody is 
going to do anything about the 
problem. Something ought to be 
done. We have spoken to our su-
perior officers, but nothing has 
changed so far,” he explained. 

Up to five caught in one day 
In Marbella, wild boar and pigs 
moved into the centre of the 
town during the months of lock-

down, and things have hardly 
changed since. So far this year 
the council has captured around 
50 of these animals, sometimes 
four or five of them in one day. 
They live in the hills and when 
the sun sets they come down to 
the residential estates to look 
for food, normally in groups.    

Marbella council is hoping the 
Junta de Andalucía will send ex-
perts in archery to hunt the ani-
mals in the central urban areas, 
as they did before, but until then 
they are trying to deal with the 
problem on their own.  

They put food in cages to 
tempt the boar inside so they 
can trap them, but on several 
occasions the animals have been 
so big that they didn’t fit in the 

cage. This system is mainly be-
ing used in the hills behind the 
town, such as  Bello Horizonte, 
Xarblanca, Puerto Rico, Lomas 
del Pozuelo and Elviria, where 
wild boar can be seen practically 
every day.   

Even though this year these 
animals have caused traffic ac-
cidents, some people are against 
the idea of them being caught 
and there have been cases where 
the cages have been broken  in 
order to free the animals. Some-
times, the cages are removed. 
Council workers periodically 
have to replace signs warning 
people not to feed the boars and 
pigs, because these have also 
been damaged.  

Using archers for control 
At the beginning of this year, the 
Junta de Andalucía authorised 
the Servicio de Controladores 
con Arco de Especies Silvestres 
(SCAES), which controls num-
bers of wild animals by shoot-
ing them with bows and arrows, 
as the only group permitted to 
hunt those that cause problems 
in urban areas. So far about 60 
animals have been killed in this 
way in particularly problematic 
areas and their meat, when it 
was suitable for consumption, 
has been donated to soup kitch-
ens. 

However, this team is currently 
inactive because it is waiting for 
a report from the central gov-
ernment office in Malaga, which 
has been requested by the 
Guardia Civil, explained Daniel 
González, the head of SCAES.  

“We are receiving numerous 
requests for help from places 
like Marbella, Mijas and Bena-
havís, but we can’t do anything 
until we have all the documen-
tation and permits we need,” he 
said.  

A spokesperson at the govern-
ment office said that the report 
it is preparing for the Guardia 
Civil will lead to a resolution 
which will determine whether 
or not it is possible to control 
the wild boar and pigs in this 
way and, if so, under what con-
ditions. 

I. LILLO / H. BARBOTTA
 

MALAGA. The problem of wild boar 
and pigs inhabiting urban areas 
is made worse by some residents, 
predominantly foreigners, who  
like them and put food down for 
them, even though they are wild 
animals. Logically, this attracts 
more of them to the area, espe-
cially mothers with their young, 
and that causes even greater con-
cern for pedestrians and drivers.  

“At this rate I’m going to have 
to dress like a bullfighter when I 
take the rubbish out,” said one 

resident on social media. Although 
so far there have been no reports 
of anyone being attacked by the 
animals, there have been several 
accidents involving cars and mo-
torcycles which collided with them 
in the middle of the road, espe-
cially at night.  

Mijas council has put signs up 
reminding people that it is pro-
hibited to feed wild animals. Ar-
anzazu López, the councillor for 
the Environment, admits that 
there are now considerable num-
bers of wild boar and different 
types of pigs frequenting the area, 

and her department has received 
many complaints. They in turn 
pass these on to the regional gov-
ernment’s Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fishing and Sustainable Develop-

ment, because the councillor says 
this is something they have to deal 
with. Her team are also holding 
meetings with ministry represen-
tatives to coordinate measures to 

stop the animals coming down to 
urban areas.  

With regard to the signs ban-
ning the feeding of wild animals, 
she said, “We have seen that in 
some areas people are putting 
food down for them, and that at-
tracts them.    

“We are asking people to make 
sure they deposit their bags of 
rubbish properly in the street con-
tainers because otherwise the ani-
mals will come looking for it and 
that can be dangerous.”  

Although the Junta de Anda-
lucía authorises the use of packs 
of dogs to chase the boar and pigs 
away, and their capture in cages, 
López prefers a softer approach,  
calling on people to abide by the 
rules to prevent undesirable situa-
tions occurring.

Mijas puts signs up prohibiting 
people from feeding wild animals

Lack of control causes rise in numbers of 

wild boar in urban areas on the Costa

An adult wild boar and two youngsters caught in a cage-trap in a Marbella park.  SUR

60 
wild boar have been captured 
by the SCAES group using bows 
and arrows in urban areas of 
the Costa del Sol, but it is cu-
rrently unable to operate as it is 
waiting for an official report

THE STATISTIC

One of the signs warning that feeding wild animals is prohibited in Mijas.  SUR
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NEWS16 SPAIN

After a fiery speech by 
conservative PP leader 
Pablo Casado against 
Santiago Abascal’s hard-
right party, only Vox’s 52 
MPs voted ’yes’ to 
toppling Pedro Sánchez 

SUR
 

MADRID. The Socalist-led coali-
tion government of Pedro Sán-
chez survived a vote of no confi-
dence in parliament on Thurs-
day. The motion had been brought 
by the hard-right Vox party and 
only its 52 MPs supported it. It 
was only the fifth no-confidence 
motion brought against a govern-
ment since democracy was re-
stored in 1978. 

Although the PSOE-Socialist 
and Unidas Podemos (UP) coali-
tion has only a wafer thin major-
ity of support in Congreso with 
the help of minority parties, it 
wasn’t expected Vox’s motion 
would succeed this week. 

Most speculation during the 
two-day debate was how the con-
servative Partido Popular (PP) 
party would vote.  

While some thought its MPs 
would abstain, rather than sup-
port Vox, a party that has been 
taking votes from it on the right, 
in the end Pablo Casado’s PP voted 
against. 

In what was seen as a fight for 

ascendancy on the Spanish right, 
Casado told Santiago Abascal, 
Vox’s leader, “We aren’t like you 
because we don’t want to be like 
you, it’s as simple as that,” add-
ing in reference to the no-confi-
dence debate: “You’ve called us 
here to waste our time in the mid-
dle of a second wave of [Covid] 
contagion.”  

During the debate on Vox’s bid 
to win power, Abascal had 
launched stinging attacks on Pe-
dro Sánchez’s government. 

 Abascal said that it was “a gov-
ernment against Spain, against 
the nation and against the King”.  

He presented a plan to save 
costs, including doing away with 
the 17 devolved regional assem-
blies and centralising power.  

As part of his speeches to MPs, 
Abascal spent time reading out 
the names of all those who had 
been killed by ETA Basque ter-
rorism, which ended nine years 
ago, in criticism of the govern-
ment’s concessions to the EH 
Bildu left-wing Basque party.  

Addressing MPs from the PP, 
Abascal said, “I need to ask for 
your vote. It’s in your hands to 
show that between us all, despite 
the huge differences, we can build 
an alternative to this disaster.”  

When announcing that the PP 
would vote against Abascal, Pa-
blo Casado said, “He doesn’t want 
to change the government but 
rather overtake the PP, but he 
should abandon all hope.”  

“We say no to the split you 
want, to the polarisation that you 
need as much as Sánchez does.”  

For his part during the debate, 
Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez 
said there was no way that Abas-
cal could portray himself as “sav-
iour of Spain”.

No-confidence       
motion by Vox fails

Abascal on Thursday.  REUTERS

Among the winners at 
the prestigious annual 
ceremony were the UK’s 
Hay Festival, poet Anne 
Carson and Spanish 
healthcare workers 

SUR
 

OVIEDO. The annual Princesa 
de Asturias prize-giving cere-
mony took place in Oviedo last 
Friday in the presence of the 
Royal Family. The prizes re-
ward national and international 
individuals and groups for out-
standing achievement in dif-
ferent walks of life. They are 
widely watched across Spain. 

This year the ceremony, 
combining Royal pageantry 
with Asturian regional tradi-
tions, was greatly scaled back. 

Instead of guests gathering 
in the Campoamor theatre in 
Oviedo, the regional capital, a 
small number of guests, the 
winners and the Royals filled 
the covered inner courtyard of 

the neighbouring historic hotel. 
The awards are named after 

the Princess of Asturias, the 
heir to the throne. This year 
was only the second year that 
14-year-old Princess Leonor, 
King Felipe’s eldest child, ad-
dressed the audience directly. 

Princess Leonor appealed to 
young people’s “sense of re-
sponsibility” in helping beat 
the Covid-19 pandemic. She 
added that she was following  
“very closely” the difficulties 
Spain was going through.   

Varied prizewinners 
Among this year’s winners 
were: Carlos Sainz, rally driver, 
in the Sports category; Cana-
dian Anne Carson in the Lit-
erature category; the UK-origi-
nated Hay Festival for Commu-
nications and Humanities; 
John Williams and the late En-
nio Morricone, film score com-
posers, for Arts; and Spanish 
health workers on the front line 
against Covid-19 in the Con-
cord category.

Princesa de Asturias 
prizes awarded with  
full socal distancing

The Princess of Asturias gives rally driver Carlos Sainz his prize.  EFE

SUR
 

VALENCIA. The Valencia regional 
government, which also covers 
the Costa Blanca, is introducing 
tough new rules with the aim of 
reducing the number of animals 
put down to zero.  

The region will legally recog-
nised that pets “have feelings” 
and will raise fines given out for 
abuse to up to 45,000 euros.  

Among the new rules is a 
strict code of “responsible own-
ership”, where a set of humane 
living conditions for pets has to 
be followed. 

The updated law will also ban 
pets being displayed in shop 
windows and being given out as 
prizes. In addition, pets must 
not be permanently tied up or 
taught by owners to act  
aggressively. 

Valencia region aims 
to stop the need for 
pets being put down 
by some of Spain’s 
strictest rules

The Royal Family were welcomed by traditional Asturian bagpipes.  EFE

Casado is applauded by his MPs.  EFE

Abascal read out the 
names of all the people 
that had been killed by 
Basque terrorism 
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Getting to the 
point

P redictably, the no-con-
fidence motion 
brought by Vox against 

Spain’s Socialist-led minority 
government this week degen-
erated into name-calling and 
finger-pointing, in which each 
side labelled the other as “to-
talitarian”, amongst many 
other savage epithets.  

Lacking as he does cross-
party support for the motion, 
Vox leader Santiago Abascal 
also knows that it’s unlikely to 
remove the Socialists and 
their junior partner, leftist Po-
demos, from power. But that’s 
not the point: by leading the 
criticism of the government’s 
management of the Covid cri-
sis and its preferred methods 
of operating, Abascal hopes to 
undermine the Popular Party 
(PP)’s status as Spain’s main 
opposition party, and to por-
tray Pablo Casado’s Conserva-
tives as a spent force.  

The Vox leader’s no-confi-
dence motion against Pedro 
Sánchez is undoubtedly part 
of that ongoing (and fairly 
successful) project, but it’s 
misleading to characterise it 
solely as a sideways attack on 
the PP, or to dismiss it as 
nothing more than well-timed 
gamesmanship.  

In doing so, the charges that 
Vox makes against Sánchez’s 
administration are glossed 
over or ignored, instead of re-
ceiving the attention that they 
deserve. Frothing, furious 
Abascal does himself no fa-
vours in this respect, either: 
he taunts and mocks the 
prime minister, rather than 
soberly presenting arguments 
for consideration. As always 
with Spanish politics, one has 
to look beyond personal in-
sults and bickering to get to 
the actual point.  

One of the reasons stated by 
Vox for bringing the no-confi-

dence motion is Sánchez’s 
“criminal management of the 
pandemic”. The charge of 
criminality in this context 
may be difficult to substanti-
ate (and, one senses, will 
never actually be pursued), 
but Abascal is right to ques-
tion whether Spain’s govern-
ment has used the powers it 
possesses under a “state of 
alarm” wisely or justly. Many 
complex issues have been 
raised by Sánchez’s handling 
of the virus, from the defensi-
bility of total lockdowns to the 
practice of introducing meas-
ures that curtail freedoms 
with little or no scientific jus-
tification. 

The broader criticism Vox 
makes of the Socialist-led coa-
lition concerns “democratic 
degeneration”, a charge which 
also holds weight, despite how 
overwrought its presentation 
has been. Throughout the last 
few months, Sánchez has 
largely ruled by Royal Decree - 
that’s to say, by hurriedly 
passing legislation via this 
emergency mechanism, with-
out first presenting proposals 
to parliament, or indeed to 
anyone other than the mem-
bers of his cabinet.  

Questionable Covid policies 
have been approved behind 
closed doors and restrictive 
measures have been intro-
duced with zero notice and/or 
scant justification. Is this way 
of operating an abuse of the 
powers temporarily granted to 
the government under a “state 
of alarm”? Again, it’s a point 
that deserves consideration, 
not to be written off as right 
wing conspiracy-mongering. 
This goes for many - but by no 
means all - of Vox’s criticisms 
of the Sánchez administration, 
no matter what their true pur-
pose might be, or how hysteri-
cal Abascal’s rhetoric often is.

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

ANDALUCÍA 

Analysts predict regional 
GDP will fall up to 13.9%  

N. TRIGUERO.  The outlook for the 
Andalusian economy shows no 
signs of improving, according to 
the latest study by analysts linked 
to Unicaja Banco. Analistas 
Económicos de Andalucía (AEA) 
believes that the economic out-
put of the region will drop be-
tween 11.7% and 13.9% in 2020.  

For next year, the regional GDP 
will bounce back with growth of 
between 6.7%  and 5,4%, the eco-
nomics experts report.  

They also calculate that the An-
dalusian unemployment rate will 
be 25% at the end of this year and 
stay high, at between 25.2% and 
26.5%, in 2021.

MALAGA 

52 Coca-Cola workers to 
move and 26 to retire  

SUR.  In total 52 workers at the 
Coca-Cola bottling plant in 
Malaga, which is to close, could 
be moved to jobs in other parts 
of Spain. Meanwhile 26 other 
staff will be offered early re-
tirement.  These are conditions 
that the multinational is offer-
ing, according to the CCOO 
trade union. 

Negotiations are under way 
between the firm and unions 
over shutting the 60-year-old 
site by Malaga Airport next 
month. As reported previously 
in SUR in English, production 
will move to a larger factory in 
Seville province. 

SPAIN 

Glovo delivery riders 
to be treated as staff  

SUR.  The Work ministry has 
signed on 11,000 cycle-couri-
ers as Glovo employees to the 
Social Security system. It says 
that the riders, who are in-
creasingly used by restaurants 
to deliver takeaways, are not 
really self-employed as almost 
all their regular work comes 
from Glovo. The ministry is de-
manding Glovo pays 16.2 mil-
lion euros in backdated Social 
Security contributions that the 
firm “avoided” by asking rid-
ers to register as ‘autónomos’ 
(self-employed). Glovo said that 
the firm still had the right to 
appeal the decision.

ANTEQUERA 

With the help of a bank 
guarantee from Unicaja, 
work can soon start on 
the 102-hectare site that 
will solve the shortage of 
large warehousing locally 

IGNACIO LILLO 

Malaga province took a big step 
forward this week towards a much-
needed logistics park to meet the 
growing demand for larger ware-
houses for the distribution of goods. 

On Wednesday Unicaja Banco 
agreed with shareholders of the 
Antequera scheme to provide a 22-
million-euro bank guarantee that 
is seen as key to getting the pub-
lic-private initiative started. 

MegaHub Andalucía, as it will 
be known, will be built on over 102 
hectares of land next to Bobadilla 
railway station, in inland Malaga 
province. The project has been 
talked about for 15 years and is 
expected to cost 39 million euros. 
In time it could grow to 392 hec-
tares and create 2,500 local jobs, 
say the promoters. 

Antequera is considered an 
ideal location as it is positioned 
close to the geographical centre 
of Andalucía, with good motor-
way links to large cities and 
ports. Moreover, there is a short-
age of space on the Costa del Sol 
to build the next-generation 
warehouses that companies 
need to distribute their goods 

locally. The site would also be 
linked to the rail network. 

The scheme is being driven 
by local businessman Domingo 
de Torres and the Junta regional 
government will put up 17 mil-
lion euros. 

Construction should start in 
early 2021 with the first firms mov-
ing in in 2023. 

Huge new Antequera MegaHub 
logistics park moves a step closer

Launch of the current project in Antequera in December 2019.  A. J. GUERRERO
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“I know you are sick of 
hearing this message but 
you may get very sick if 
you don’t heed this 
message,” said chief 
minister Fabian Picardo 

DEBBIE BARTLETT
 

GIBRALTAR. With Covid-19 cases 
rising sharply the Gibraltar gov-
ernment has introduced new re-
strictions, some of which are 
‘strongly advised’ and others which 
can be legally enforced.  

People over the age of 70 and 
those who are immunosupressed 
are asked not to leave their 
homes unless absolutely essen-
tial, and if they do then they 
should wear a mask. Masks are 
strongly advised in general for 
everyone over the age of 10 in 
busy places such as Main Street 
and Irish Town, where social dis-
tancing is difficult to maintain.  

People are also strongly advised 
not to attend funerals unless they 
are a direct relative of the deceased, 
and to wear a mask if they do, and 
not to attend communal worship 
if social distancing is not possible. 

Services will be broadcast online. 
The new measures which can 

be enforced by law mainly affect 
bars, cafés and restaurants. The 
maximum number of people who 
can sit at one table in a restaurant 
has been reduced from 10 to eight 
and live music in these venues is 
now banned.  

Tables must be booked in ad-
vance and details of all customers 
at the tables must be taken by the 
establishment and kept.  

Last orders for alcoholic drinks  

has been brought forward to 11pm 
and only one alcoholic drink per 
person at a table is to be permit-
ted at last orders. 

Restaurants can continue con-
tinue to close at 1am, as can bars 
with their own kitchen, but any 
bars, pubs or clubs without their 
own kitchen must stop serving by 
9pm and close at 10pm.  

Bars, clubs and other establish-
ments must now block off their 
pool tables and darts facilities so 
that customers cannot use them.  

With regard to Chatham Coun-
terguard, an area which has come 
under frequent criticism because 
of the numbers of people who con-
gregate there, all restaurants must 
now close at midnight and masks 
are mandatory in the leisure area 
except when sat at a restaurant ta-
ble. Only people sat at a table will be 
served, and capacity is limited to 
three metres per person in the us-
able external common area.  

It is also unlikely that organ-
ised Christmas parties will be 
permitted in restaurants, bars 
etc this year.  

Full details of these and other 
new measures can be found on the 
Gibraltar government website. 

New anti-Covid restrictions 

introduced in Gibraltar

Restaurants are affected.  SUR

IN BRIEF

TRAVEL 

Malaga-Gib helicopter 
service announced 

D. B.  From the end of this month 
there will be a scheduled heli-
copter service between Malaga 
and Gibraltar on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday morn-
ings, operated by Spanish com-
pany Hélity which already runs 
a helicopter connection from  
Malaga to Ceuta and Algeciras.  

The helicopter, a twin-en-
gined Agusta Westland 139, 
seats 15 passengers and the 
flight time will be 25 minutes. 
The flights will leave Malaga at 
9am, and depart from Gibral-
tar for the return trip at 
9.35am.  

The flights on this new serv-
ice can be booked online via 
the Hélity website, and current 
prices per person appear to be 
just under 140€ for a one-way 
trip. 

The Agusta Westland 139.  SUR

CULTURE 

Women’s chess is 
coming to Gibraltar 

D.B.  The fourth stage of the 
Women’s FIDE Grand Prix 
2019/20 series is to take place 
at the Caleta Hotel from 17 to 
29 January next year.  

In January 2020, the Gibral-
tar International Chess Festival 
celebrated its 18th edition. Since 
the series began in 2003, almost 

all the world’s top female play-
ers have taken part, including 
the greatest woman player of all 
time, Judit Polgar, and it has be-
come a word-class event. 

The Minister for Sport, Ste-
ven Linares, says he is de-
lighted to have secured the 
event locally and that it high-
lights Gibraltar’s commitment 
to chess, in particular to the 
women’s game, and that the 
government is looking forward 
to a “magnificent event”. 
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Dealing with mobile 
distractions 

I refer to the letter last week 
(October 16th to 22nd) 
which concerned a woman 
in a supermarket queue who 
was oblivious to the cashier 
asking her to come forward 
to the till since she was 
glued to her mobile phone. 

I remember a similar inci-
dent when a cashier refused 
to attend to a client en-
grossed in her telephone 
saying that she would dedi-
cate herself one hundred per 
cent to the customer as soon 
as she was prepared to do 
the same. 

 
PETER SANDERSON

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

I read the moving article in SUR in English dated 9 -15 Oc-
tober that highlighted the financial plight of the Raptor 
Centre at the top of the cable car (in Benalmádena).  

Over the years I have made several visits to the centre 
and have always been entertained by their demonstrations 
of raptor flying and their standards of care for the birds.  

A group of us visited last Sunday and once again enjoyed 
our day. It’s really tragic that, due to no fault of their own, 
Jurgen, his son Jan and their voluntary helpers are in dan-
ger of having to close due to lack of visitors.  

This wonderfully diverse collection of birds would then 
be lost to us all here and our visitors.  

Can I ask you to publish the times of their flight displays 
which at the moment are 11am and 1pm Saturdays and 
Sundays? 

Enjoy a visit there, take your photographs and maybe 
leave a contribution in the box on your way out. That way 
we may enable them to continue. GARTH NICHOLSON

A hand for the eagles of 
Benalmádena

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

O n the outskirts of Val-
ladolid, a medieval 
Spanish city up in the 

north west of the country there’s 
a street called - rather magnifi-
cently - Calle Me Falta Un Torn-
illo (‘I’m Missing A Screw 
Street’). What makes this funny 
is the fact that it’s where the lo-
cal branch of IKEA is located. 
About ten years ago, the Swed-
ish multinational was foolish 
enough - as owners of the land 
- to ask the locals which street 
name they thought would be 
best for its location, presuma-
bly believing that names like 
‘The Garden Of Sweden’ and 
‘Swede Child O’ Mine’ would be 
forthcoming. Unfortunately, 
they were ignoring a basic tenet 
of human existence - offering 
power to the masses inevitably 
ends in disaster. 

This week we’ll be celebrat-
ing our fifth anniversary down 

at The Shakespeare. Last year 
I had the bright idea of asking 
each of our regular customers to 
suggest three songs to be played 
during the evening of our party. 
Dear Lord, it was a disaster. Eve-
ryone complained about  eve-
ryone else’s choices and the 
whole event was marred by all 
of us having to listen to song af-
ter song that nobody liked ex-
cept for one person in the room 
dancing embarrassingly in a 
forced and false manner even 
when it was a Leonard Cohen 
number. 

In the United Kingdom, the  
RRS Sir David Attenborough is 
the lead boat of the Autosub 
Long-Range class of autono-
mous underwater vehicles. All 
well and good. Except that it 
isn’t because the very same ves-
sel was originally called Boaty 
McBoatface following a public 
vote on the issue in 2016. This 

is simultaneously utterly hilari-
ous and very scary. It’s quite 
clear that we, the masses, can’t 
be trusted with anything 
vaguely serious. That’s why, 
through our taxes, we employ 
a bunch of half-witted politi-
cians to lead us nowhere fast. 
We know they’re pretty useless, 
they know they’re pretty use-
less and they know that we 
know they’re pretty useless but 
it all works ok because we need 
the illusion of leadership. 

As the US elections hove into 
view, and every Tom, Dick and 
Harry expresses an opinion on 
the outcome, we must remem-
ber that we’re only able to offer 
such glib perspectives because 
our system works that way. 

We need our leaders, not to 
lead necessarily - although that 
would be nice - but rather just 
to look the part so that we don’t 
have to.

Lead ‘em and weep

THE MUSIC MAKER 
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www.e-peter.com
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A shooting in Marbella is always 
bad news. Even worse is when 
through sheer force of habit it 

stops being news.  
For too long now the pearl of the Costa 

del Sol has grown used to living with in-
cidents of this kind, and while sometimes 
it seems that they come in waves, it’s 
hard to remember when was the last time 

that the town went for a couple of months 
in a row without hearing the sound of 
gunshots. 

Specialist analysts might well differ-
entiate between the cases and say that 
not all shoot-outs are the same. 

There are the typical score-settling 
shootings against gangland bosses who 
came to the Costa del Sol looking for some 

peace and quiet that lasted until their 
past caught up with them. 

Then there are the murders that credi-
tors use to warn their debtors that there 
is a type of business where failing to pay  
back a debt is not an acceptable option. 

Then there are the revenge shootings 
over the theft of goods or a battle over 
territory. 

There are the fights between gangs 
from the Campo de Gibraltar area who 
have been pushed further east by police 
pressure.  

And there are the brawls among drunk-
ards who, in line with the sector in which 
they develop their, let’s say, professional 
activity, go around armed with guns to be 
ready for events that could fit into any of 
the aforementioned categories. 

The people of Marbella couldn’t care 
less about these differences. 

They have been hearing for years that 
there’s nothing to worry about, that Mar-
bella is a safe town and that these inci-
dents are a kind of toll payable for living 
in a place that attracts a large number 
people with stacks of money, including 
the undesirable ones with their ill-got-
ten gains. 

Those arguments have always been 
deplorable, but now, due to the profu-
sion of this kind of incidents, they can-
not be tolerated. 

Denying a reality or being determined 
to ignore it won’t help to change any-
thing.  

We need to get rid of all this low-life 
scum and we need to do it now.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
HÉCTOR BARBOTTA

All that scum

When I grow  
up I want to  

be a superhero  
and save  
humanity

And I want to be a 
nurse - same thing 

really

To the new  
Princess of Asturias 

award winners
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B
uying a house in Spain 
in 2010 proved to be a 
crucial turning point 

in the life of Ian Cockburn. Fol-
lowing an early career as a 
chartered accountant, then as 
a business manager and en-
trepreneur in the IT industry, 
Ian returned to college in or-
der to fulfil a lifetime passion 
to become an art historian. 

He gained a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Art History (BA) from 
Birkbeck College, and a Mas-
ter of Arts (MA) in Medieval 
Spanish Art History from the 
Courtauld Institute of Art in 
London. Ian now specialises 
in the nearly 800 years of 
Moorish occupation and the 
Christian reconquest of me-
dieval Iberia. 

Founder and director of an 
art tours company, specialis-
ing in guided cultural tours in 
Spain, plus lecturing in Lon-
don at institutions such as the 
Christies Education and the 
London Art History Society, 
the historian’s next project 
will be a lecture for The Arts 
Society Benahavís. 

Passion for Islamic art 
Born in Liverpool in 1950, Ian 
met his wife Jaqueline at uni-
versity and it was she who in-
troduced him to art history. The 
couple began visiting galleries 
in London and this was the be-
ginning of his fascination with 
the world of historic art.  

His passion for Islamic ar-
chitecture was enriched when 
he visited the Alhambra Palace 
in Granada in 1975, which he 
recalls as “absolutely magical”. 

The couple brought a house 
in Gaucín ten years ago and 
this reawakened his love of Is-
lamic art, which has become 
his specialist subject. Follow-
ing a trip to see the colossal 
mosque-cathedral in Cordoba, 
the 70-year-old historian be-
came “completely hooked”. 

“It was around about the 
time we brought the house 
that I was doing my first de-

gree in Art History. Once I had 
finished that, my wife discov-
ered that the Courtauld Insti-
tute of Art was doing a Mas-
ters in Medieval Spanish Art 
History, and I thought this was 
just perfect for me,” Ian ex-
plains to SUR in English. 

Ian soon realised that the 
subject went beyond the ar-
chitecture, and he became fas-
cinated with the whole mate-
rial culture and history of 
Moorish Spain. 

“From my point of view, the 
history of Islamic Spain is just 
as important as the art history: 
the two things blend together 
extremely well. Most of my lec-
tures try to give the listener a 
sense of the history, as well as 
looking at the incredible archi-
tecture and the silks, the ivory 
and the ceramics,” he says. 

The Arts Society 
Ian is also an accredited lec-
turer for The Arts Society, an 

umbrella organisation that is 
made up of individual art so-
cieties, four of which can be 
found on the Costa del Sol. 
One of these is the Arts Soci-
ety Benahavís, which offers a 
variety of art history lectures, 
although today, these are all 
done via Zoom, and not at the 
town hall, as was the case be-
fore the pandemic struck.  

The society’s objective is to 
further the enjoyment, knowl-
edge and awareness of the 
Arts internationally and to 
stimulate interest in the cul-
tural heritage of Spain. 

Ian’s forthcoming lecture, 
titled Political Intrigue, Sex 
and Murder at the court of the 
Cordoba Caliphate, focuses on 
the ivory workshops that were 
licensed by the Caliphal court 
in 10th-century Cordoba. 
These workshops were re-
nowned for the exquisite 
beauty of the carved ivory they 
created, which were given as 

gifts between court members 
or visiting dignitaries. 

The lecture will feature the 
history of the al-Mughira 
pyxis, a cylindrical box carved 
in ivory and given to Prince 
al-Mughira as a coming of age 
present. The box can be inter-
preted according to Islamic 
tradition, or interpreted to ex-
pose a complex story of sex, 
intrigue and murder during a 
succession crisis in Cordoba, 

hence the title of the lecture.  
“This lecture is one of the 

most intensive, because it cov-
ers the history, the architec-
ture and the rest of the mate-
rial culture of Islamic Spain 
in just one hour. The pyxis, 
for example, is very interest-
ing. It’s a very beautiful ob-
ject and is very intricately 
carved. There is a non-stan-
dard interpretation of the im-
agery that claims it was given 
to the prince as a threat. There 
is a fantastic depth of story in 
just that one single object,” 
Ian says with a hint of excite-
ment.  

Education project 
Ian, who spends his time be-
tween London and Gaucín, is 
also trustee and honorary 
treasurer of Art History Link-
Up (AHL-U). This is a charity 
that offers an education in art 
history to young people re-
gardless of their background.  

Working in partnership with 
The National Gallery, The Dul-
wich Museum, schools and 
other institutions, AHL-U pro-
vides accredited courses 
where there is a gap in provi-
sion in the formal education 
sector. 

“The charity was set up by 
a teacher who wanted to take 
art history into state schools, 
because it is a subject that is 
mostly taught in public 
schools in the UK. It is par-
ticularly aimed at students 
from challenging back 
grounds that do not usually 
get the opportunity to study 
the subject. Because most are 
teenagers, this is a subject that 
blows their socks off, because 
it gives them access to a privi-
leged environment,” the art 
specialist says passionately.  

The lecture Political In-
trigue, Sex and Murder at the 
court of the Cordoba Caliph-
ate will take place on Zoom 
next Tuesday, 27 October.

IN THE FRAME

Ian is also trustee and 
honorary treasurer of 
Art History Link-Up, a 
London-based charity 
that provides accredited 
Art History courses for 
students from 
challenging back 
grounds

A lifelong 
passion for 
Islamic art

 Ian Cockburn.  After a 
long career in the IT 
industry, the British art 
fanatic returned to 
college in order to obtain 
a degree in medieval 
Spanish art history 

S   The art histo-

rian and accredited 
lecturer spends his 
time between his 

homes in London 
and Gaucín.  SUR

TONY BRYANT

i   theartssocietybenahavis.com
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The Hollywood actor has 
set aside eight months of 
his schedule to bring this 
Stephen Sondheim show 
to Malaga city 

REGINA SOTORRÍO 

MALAGA. It will be the last to re-
open, but don’t for one moment 
think that things have been stand-
ing still at the Teatro del Soho Caix-
aBank in Malaga city. Antonio Ban-
deras, who had led the theatre pro-
ject, made this very clear during 
a theatrical press conference he 
gave at the theatre on Wednesday. 

The curtain rose and backed by 
an orchestra and twenty artists on 
stage, Banderas sang a number 
from the musical Company, the 
next show to come to the theatre. 

The Hollywood actor has set 
aside eight months of his sched-
ule from September 2021 to fea-
ture almost daily as the main char-
acter and director of the show. Be-
sides on Gran Vía in Madrid, never 
before has a show been on for such 
a long time in a single city in Spain. 
Banderas, however, is confident 

that the general public will respond 
with the same enthusiasm as they 
did with the last show, A Chorus 
Line, for which all the tickets sold 
out almost immediately and the 
run had to be extended. 

Banderas will stick with more 
or less the same line-up as the last 
production, owing primarily to the 
fact that mass auditions aren’t pos-
sible at this moment in time. How-
ever, the actor believes he has a 

“strong company” capable of 
adapting to any new show. 

Company, a musical comedy 
that premiered on Broadway in 
1970 and won six Tony Awards 
(including Best Musical), now takes 

shape in the hands of Banderas in 
a free version with a “dreamlike” 
feel. While in A Chorus Line he 
couldn’t “change a comma” for 
rights issues, Stephen Sondheim 
encourages new and different pro-
ductions of his work.  

Banderas explained that the 
Soho CaixaBank will be “com-
pletely” transformed to welcome 
the show with the idea of install-
ing a circular stage, with the 
audience around it. “It’s a dar-
ing and complicated proposal 
that we’re going to deliver,” 
promised Banderas. 

However, the show will only 
be able to go ahead, the actor 
said, if all 840 seats in the thea-
tre can be filled.

Banderas to direct and star in the musical 
Company at his Soho theatre from next autumn

Antonio Banderas performed a song from Company at a theatrical press conference on Wednesday.  S. SALAS

 Name.   Company. 

 Composer and lyricist.   Ste-
phen Sondheim. 

 Playwright.   George Furth. 

 Premiere.   1970, Broadway.

THE MUSICAL
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GARDENING

The autumn is a time of year 
when the bright flowers of sum-
mer start to fade and the garden 
or patio can start to look a little 
drab and boring. This glossy 
leaved perennial flowers nearly 
all year round but more so as 
temperatures drop and has the 
added bonus of being sweetly 
perfumed. 

Murraya paniculata is native 
to southeast Asia, China, Japan 
and Malaysia, as well as Austra-
lia. It is a member of Rutaceae, 
the citrus family. Common 

names include orange jasmine, 
orange jessamine, China box,  
chalcas and satinwood.  

Orange jessamine is tolerant 
of just about any soil which is 
free-draining. It grows rapidly 
to start off with and then slows 
down once mature.  

The waxy, 
creamy-white,  
s t a r -
s h a p e d  
flowers 
form in 
c l u s -

ters at the ends of the branches 
and are sweetly scented. They 
attract lots of bees and butter-
flies at a time of year when food 
sources for pollinating insects 
are finishing.  

After the flowers, the oval, 
orange-red berries are an im-

portant food for birds dur-
ing the winter.  

The glossy, dark-
green pinnate 

leaves are made 
up of up to seven 
leaflets, and the 
dense, bushy 
growth make it 
an ideal plant 
for a hedge. Al-

ternatively it can 
be grown as a 

specimen plant in 
a border or large 

pot.  
As it grows quite rapidly 

for the first few years, it will 
need regular, but not hard 
pruning, to keep it in check. 
Eventually it can reach around 
two metres tall. 

It is not frost hardy and 
thrives in dappled shade or 
in a situation where it only 
gets full sun in the morning 
during the summer. Fertilis-
ing once every three to four 
weeks during the growing 
season will keep it healthy.  

Propagation is by seed or 
by stem-tip cuttings. 

In its native countries it is 
valued for its essential oils, 
the yellow heart wood and 
for its medicinal properties. 
The flowers are used for 
scenting teas, the leaves used 
for treating diarrhoea, dys-
entery, swellings, sprains and 
snake bites. The leaves are 
also used to make a mouth-
wash for toothache. 

The roots are ground and 
used as a sweet scented face 
powder (Thanaka powder).

Sweet orange jessamine

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Murraya paniculata and fruits (inset).  WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

Michael Clayton in Marbella 
sent in this photo of a graceful 
swan neck Agave in flower on 
his terrace. He says it flowers 
very rarely but when it does it’s 
quite spectacular and the bees 
love it. Agaves are members of 
the Asparagaceae family and 
many come armed with nasty 
spines at the tips of the leaves. 
However Agave attenuata is an 
exception and is much more 
gardener friendly. 

Agave 
attenuata

MICHAEL CLAYTON

When you see a plant outside of it’s ‘normal habitat’ it can be diffi-
cult to identify. This photo was sent in by Caroline Sellers who 
spotted it in Puerto Banús. It is a Schefflera, more commonly seen 
gracing the corner of a lounge or office and rarely seen in flower. 

Umbrella plant in flower

CAROLINE SELLERShe waxy, 
my-white,  
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RHODES

O
n Wednesday 23 Octo-
ber 2013 the Bank of 
Spain announced that 

the country’s recession, which 
had begun in 2009, was over. 

National GDP growth of 0.1 
per cent between July to Sep-
tember 2013 meant a 
slight increase and 
enough for the bank 
to declare the end 
of the financial 
crisis, which had 
crippled the na-
tion for four years. 

The Economic 
Bulletin issued 
by the Bank of 
Spain indicated 
that, compared with the same 

period in  2012, the GDP had im-
proved on the government’s 
year-on-year forecasts for the 
third quarter, ending Septem-
ber with a fall of 1.2 per cent, in-
stead of the predicted 1.3 per 
cent. 

The Bank of Spain’s director, 
Luis Linde, said at the time that 
employment had “moderated 
its descent”, as it had only fallen 
by 0.1 per cent. 

The positive tone continued 
on Thursday 24 October with 
updated unemployment figures; 
the rate in Malaga province had 

fallen, albeit to a still de-
pressing 34 per cent. 

In Spain the figure 
was just under 26 
per cent. 

According to 
the EPA (active 
population sur-

vey) results pub-
lished on 24 Oc-
tober,  unemploy-
ment in Spain fell 

by 72,800 in the third quarter 

of 2013, taking the total down to 
5,904,700;  a reduction of 1.2 per 
cent on the previous quarter. 

Then finance minister, Luis 
de Guindos, told King Juan Car-
los on the Thursday that the 0.1 
per cent was a “first and mod-
est step forward”. 

When the monarch showed 

an interest in the economic situa-
tion, De Guindos was also able 
to discuss the latest EPA figures, 
which revealed that 39,500 jobs 
had been created in the third 
quarter of 2013. 

The minister pointed out, 
though, that the end of the re-
cession would not automatically 

mean the creation of employ-
ment but that it could pick up by 
the middle of 2014 when the 
GDP growth was greater than 0.7 
per cent. 

By 2014, Spain was enjoying 
economic growth and an influx 
of tourists helped boost the econ-
omy and lower unemployment 
rates.

Bank of Spain announces end of recession
Banco Bank 
Recesión Recession 

Desempleo Unemployment 

Porcentaje Percentage 

Financiero Financial 

Crecimiento Growth 

Trimestre Quarter 

Contabilidad Accounting 

Resultado Result 

Caer To fall 

Subir To rise 

Mejorar To improve 

Parado Unemployed 

Desigualdad Inequality 

Mercado Market 

Inflación Inflation 

Hipoteca Mortgage 
Empresario Business owners 

Economía Economy

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E23 OCTOBER 2013

Luis Linde speaking to the press about his “positivity” in 2013
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Unemployment figures 
in Malaga had fallen to 
34 per cent between 
July and September, 
while the average was 
just under 25 per cent

Luis de Guindos in  
October 2013.

i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page
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T
he West End and Broad-
way production of Tim 
Rice and Andrew Lloyd 

Webber’s iconic musical Evita is 
now playing at Fuengirola’s Sa-
lon Varietés theatre. Until 25 Oc-
tober, the theatre’s major produc-
tion for this season, directed by 
Peter Mitchell, tells the story of 
the early life of the Argentine po-
litical figure Eva Perón, the sec-
ond wife of President Juan Perón.  

In the summer of 1947, Eva 
Perón came to Spain on an offi-
cial visit and is said to have left 
the country as another woman, 
probably as she is shown in the 
musical.  

The trip lasted 18 days. On 7 
June, Eva Perón arrived in Ma-
drid where the following day she 
gave a speech, dressed in a fur 
coat in front of half a million peo-
ple gathered in the Plaza de Ori-
ente, near the Royal Palace. After 
Madrid, Eva visited Barcelona and 
other smaller cities across the 
country. Three of them were in 
Andalucía.  

Eva Perón stayed in this region 
for five days. She had almost the 
same routine every day: meeting 
civil and military authorities; vis-
iting a Cathedral or an important 
factory; a short sightseeing tour; 
attending gala dinners; and greet-
ing people mostly from a open-
topped car. 

Granada 

The first stopover on Evita’s An-
dalusian tour was Granada. She 
arrived at Armilla aerodrome on 
the afternoon of Sunday 15 June. 
It was the last day of the Corpus 
Fair in which Evita managed to 
participate. It’s said that in Gra-
nada Eva’s brother, Juan Duarte, 
who officially accompanied her 
during the visit, managed to flaunt 
his fame as a womaniser. The in-
cident happened in Sacromonte 
where local gypsies invited the 
guests for a party.  

In Granada Eva Perón visited 
the tombs of Spanish monarchs 
Ferdinand and Isabella in the 

Capilla Real de Granada as well 
as the Palacio de Generalife and 
even the munitions factory in El 
Fargue. 

Seville 

On Monday 16 June Evita arrived 
in the capital of Andalucía, Seville. 
The Provincial Labour Delegation 
had declared a public holiday to 
facilitate the massive influx of 
people to welcome the first lady 
of their beloved Argentina. The 
people of Seville turned out en 
masse to catch a glimpse of Evita. 
The road from Tablada airport 
was lined with cars and thou-
sands of Sevillians greeted her 
enthusiastically during the en-
tire procession. In Seville Eva 
Perón stayed at the iconic Hotel 
Alfonso XIII. The journey from 
the hotel to the City Hall was de-
scribed by journalists as the 
apotheosis of the visit.  

The balconies were brightly 
decorated, young people dressed in 
flamenco costumes released doves 
into the sky. The Argentinian First 
Lady was honoured by soldiers at 
the gates to the City Hall.  

Evita was impressive and she 
did not stop offering words of 
thanks to the people of Seville for 
their warm welcome. She prom-
ised to pass on their greetings to 
President Perón. That ceremony 
finished with a huge firework dis-
play. According to the chronicles 
of that time, the Andalusian capi-
tal was “euphoric” over Evita’s 
visit. 

Huelva 

For Huelva, Wednesday 18 June 
was undoubtedly a very special 
day. At around 7.30pm Evita ar-
rived by car preceded by an es-
cort of motorcyclists. Huelva pre-
pared the same type of welcom-
ing as Seville - with bright cos-
tumes, enthusiastic speeches, 
flags and anthems.  

In Huelva Eva Perón was espe-
cially elegant. A reporter wrote: 
“Mrs Perón wore a printed suit of 
natural silk and a hat made with 
lilac and white flowers; she wore 
black shoes, earrings and a gold 
brooch.”  

In Huelva Eva Perón was ac-
companied by a very special es-
cort of numerous horsemen who 
carried young women dressed in 
Andalusian costumes. The red 
carpet that covered the pier led 
to a Navy speedboat which took 
the honoured guest to Punta del 
Sebo and the monument to Chris-
topher Columbus. 

Evita’s Andalusian trip ended 
on 19 June. An Iberia plane with 
the Argentinian First Lady on 
board headed to Santiago de 
Compostela where Eva still had 
five more days of entertainment 
from the Franco authorities.  

After visiting Spain, Eva Perón 
continued her European tour to 
Italy, France, Switzerland. The 
trip to Great Britain was cancelled 
as the royal family refused to re-
ceive her.  

Some say that the trip to Spain 
changed Eva Perón. According to 
the opinion of journalist Ángeles 
Blanco, who wrote the 2019 book 
Los Dos Viajes de Evita (The Two 
Trips of Evita): “She came to Spain 
as Eva Perón and 18 days later 
left as Evita.”

 Musical.  The West End hit Evita 
is currently being performed at 
the Salón Varietés theatre in 
Fuengirola. But Eva herself first 
took Andalucía by storm in 1947

Evita’s five 
days in 
Andalucía 

ALEKK M. 
SAANDERS

Sell-out 

shows 

The Salón Varietés Theatre 
in Fuengirola’s run of An-
drew Lloyd Webber and Tim 
Rice’s celebrated musical, 
Evita, has been a great suc-
cess. The theatre’s major 
production for this season, 
directed by Peter Mitchell, 
was originally planned to be 
staged earlier this year to 
mark the 35th anniversary 
of the theatre. The musical, 
which includes all the iconic 
songs,  has played to sell-
out audiences since its 
opening last week; the 
show runs until Sunday 25 
October.  SUR

S  Granada.  Eva 
Perón’s visit to the 
city went from ca-
thedral to feria.      SUR 

W  Seville.  Evita 
kneels before the 
image of Our Lady of 
Hope Macarena.      SUR 

  Madrid.  The 
popular visitor gave 
a speech from the 
Royal Palace in  
Madrid.       SUR
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seen until 27 November, 
Malaga Patterns maps out and 
decodes the visual identity of 
its conceptor’s beloved city, via 
the ornamental motifs recur-
rent in its tiles, mosaics and 
cobblestones. 

Ancient or recent, hydraulic 
cement floor and wall tiling is 
ubiquitous in Malaga. Hence 
the power of fascination of the 
eponymous bilingual (Span-
ish/English) companion book, 
also masterminded by graphic 
artist Nielo Muñoz; at the 

crossroads of conceptual art-
work and photographic ‘city-
logue’, Malaga Patterns whisks 
the reader from past to pre-
sent, from churches with a 
Mudejar influence all the way 
to Daniel Buren’s design for the 
Pompidou Centre aka ‘El Cubo’. 

Virtual landmark 
One of the Ateneo de Málaga’s 
special attractions is an “amaz-
ing maze” conceived by Malaga-
based artist, Ernst Kraft.  

Situated in a courtyard, 

which the Ateneo shares with a 
primary school, this contem-
plative labyrinth - visible to the 
public from its inner windows 
only - leads the onlooker step 
by step to a “highly symbolic” 
central image, representing a 
human brain. For a bird’s eye 
view of the maze, go to Google 
maps and search for El Laber-
into del Patio de Ernst Kraft.

A
 night out on the tiles - 
“reelin’ and a-rockin… 
till the break of dawn” - 

already feels like a hazy recol-
lection to many revellers hit by 
pandemic restrictions. In Paris, 
once known as the capital of 
the French Touch, curfew jokes 
in the vein of “What next? Vir-
tual pyjama parties?” are the 
dernier cri. 

On both sides of the Pyren-
ees, former partygoers have 
had no alternative but to ‘down-
size’ from clubbing to lo-fi 
home lounging; and whilst rav-
ers will always be ravers, 
pumping up the car stereo to 
full volume… softer, more gen-
teel cultural thrills are set to 
enjoy a boom. “Early dinner” 
menus are the latest restaurant 
marketing ploy.    

In the know 
Corona or no corona, autumn is 
upon the Costa. The clocks go 
back on the last Sunday of Oc-
tober. The streets near the sea-
front will soon be strewn with 
desiccated palm tree fronds.  

A poetic aura, imbued with a 
familiar sense of melancholia, 
envelops the centre of Malaga, 
propitious to the intimacy of 
smaller-scale artistic events - 
the polar opposite of summer 
blockbusters…  

Arty Malagueños nip into 
relatively low-key venues such 
as the Ateneo de Málaga, ‘en 
camino’ for the warmth of their 
homes, after a spot of shopping 
on Calle Larios.  

Just off the Plaza de la Con-
stitución, at the beginning of 
Calle Compañia, which leads to 
the Thyssen Museum, the Ate-
neo is open from 6 to 9.30pm, 
Monday to Friday.  

Founded half a century ago, 
housed since 2000 in a narrow, 
lofty historical building adja-
cent to a church, which be-
longed to Jesuit fathers during 
the first of its multiple and 
varied incarnations, this con-
genial athenaeum has devel-
oped a unique identity, over 
the decades.  

The secret of its success? 
Perhaps the welcoming atmos-
phere that pervades its quaint 
unassuming premises, and the 
engagingly eclectic spectrum of 
‘tertulia’-style gatherings and 
exhibitions it proffers. This dis-
tinctly old-skool ‘Asociación 

cultural’ has somehow man-
aged to become a hub of con-
temporary art and photogra-
phy, and that duality is part of 
its charm. 

Malaga Patterns 
What caught my eye - and 
imagination - last time I walked 
up the steep staircase leading 
from the ground-floor display 
(in this instance, a group show 
curated by Soho gallery El Estu-
dio Ignacio del Rio…)? An exhi-
bition with a mission. To be 

THE BOOK 
 

Title: Málaga Patterns. 

Author: Nielo Muñoz. 

Number of pages: 164. 

Price: 20 euros. 

Edition: Bilingual in Spanish and 
English.

REVIEW 
GEORGINA OLIVER 

On the tiles 
Know the ‘Ateneo’…? At the heart of the city centre, it’s the place to go if in  
search of Malaga’s cultural identity

Iglesia de San Juan.  The church consecrated by the Catholic Monarchs 
opens the tour with the decoration of its façades, which have become the 
prominent feature of the building at the heart of the old city centre.  SUR

Atarazanas Market.  The tiles on the market building’s roof form a 
decorative pattern of crosses, one of the aesthetic delights of the 
building designed by Joaquín de Rucoba.  SUR

La Concepción Botanical Garden.  The cupola built in 1920 and located 
on the southern hill of the garden has a roof made of green and white 
scale-shaped glazed tiles.  SUR

La Térmica.  For Nielo Muñoz the building now occupied by the cultural 
centre “is full of gems, starting with its iconic hexagonal floor tile, which 
is used as the emblem of the centre and decorates its corridors”.  SUR

MALAGA PATTERNS
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EXHIBITIONS 

David Tomé  

LAS LAGUNAS DE MIJAS. Until 16 

November. Casa de la Cultura . 

DUALidades is an exhibition by pho-

tographer David Tomé. The photos 

show two different realities in the 

same location, in the same shot. 

There is no cheating or double expo-

sure, just shots that seek the com-

plicity of the observer. A proportion 

of sales will go to the Alzheimer’s 

and other Dementias Association AFA 

in Mijas Costa and Fuengirola. For a 

guided tour email: con-

tactme@davidtome.com 

Women  
LA CALA DE MIJAS. Until 26 Octo-

ber. Centro Cultural La Cala. 

This is a collective exhibition by 

twelve artists and a sculptor with 

works based on the theme Women.  

Ana Barriga 
MARBELLA. Until 21 November. Gal-

ería Yusto/Giner. La Ermita industrial 

estate, C/Madera, 9. 

The exhibition La Vida del Difunto by 

Ana Barriga consists of 12 large for-

mat paintings using mixed media (oil, 

enamel, marker, spray can). Viewing 

is by previous appointment only. 

Email: galeria@yusto-giner.com Call: 

951507053. 

José Miguel Chico López 
MALAGA. Until 23 October. Galería 

JM, Duquesa de Parcent 12. 

De Gente en Gente is an exhibition of 

works by José Miguel Chico López. 

ACA exhibition 
MARBELLA. Until 2 November. Mag-

pie Art Gallery, C/Virgen del Pilar 

The Art and Culture Association Mar-

bella has organised this exhibition by 

Granada resident Andrés Aguilera 

Teruel. 

Malaga Picasso Museum 
MALAGA.  Museo Picasso Málaga, 

Calle San Agustín.  

Collection. Dialogues with Picasso. 

Collection 2020-2023 is formed by 

120 works by the artist. These 

include the cubist sculpture Glass of 

Absinthe (1914) and the painting 

Susanna and the Elders (1955). 

www.museopicassomalaga.org. 

The Russian Museum 
MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 

Sor Teresa Prat. 

Temporary exhibitions.The two tem-

porary exhibitions currently at the 

museum are Rompiendo el Silencio. 

El cine Mudo en Rusia (Breaking the 

Silence. Silent Film in Russia) and 

Andrèi Tarkovsky. Maestro del Espa-

cio (Master of Space). Andrèi 

Tarkovsky was one of the most influ-

ential Russian artists of the 20th cen-

tury and forerunner of innovative 

techniques in the cinema of the time. 

In conjunction with this exhibition is a 

series of silent movies, with some of 

the most iconic Russian, Italian and 

American films available until 4 April 

2021.  

Annual exhibition. The current 

annual exhibition at the Russian 

museum features true-to-life works 

from the past three centuries. From 

still lifes of the 18th century to eve-

ryday scenes painted only a few 

months ago, the museum has created 

a tour consisting of 163 works in a 

succession of rooms. Until April 2021. 

Centre Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

Nicolás de Staël. Until 29 November. 

Born in St Petersburg in 1914 but 

exiled in France, Staël exhibited for 

the first time in 1944. His abstract 

works reflect an austere and sombre 

time, but gradually incorporate more 

light and colour towards 1952 when 

he adopted a more figurative style of 

painting. 

From Miró to Barceló. The semi-per-

manent exhibition is entitled De Miró 

a Barceló. Un siglo de arte español.  

(A century of Spanish art). Pablo 

Picasso, Joan Miró, Salvador Dalí and 

Luis Buñuel were precursors of new 

ways of seeing and creating and their 

legacy still lives on. This chronologi-

cal journey through a century of 

Spanish art shows that the genera-

tion of contemporary artists has kept 

alive the spirit of the avant-garde 

with extraordinary energy. 

Charo Carrera. Until March 2021. The 

main staircase in the Centro Pompi-

dou is the site for the painting Si yo, 

Si tú by veteran artist Charo Carrera. 

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo - 
CAC Málaga 
MALAGA.  C/Alemania.  

Nan Goldin. Until 25 October. Ameri-

can artist Nan Goldin is the author of 

a sequence of video clips entitled 

Siren in Espacio 5 of the gallery. 

Bosco Sodi. Until 6 December. Ergo 

Sum is the first solo exhibition by 

Bosco Sodi in Spain. It consists of 30, 

large, black, monochromatic paint-

ings and several golden sculptures.  

Philippe Pasqua. Until 29 November. 

El Lado Oscura is the title of this 

exhibition which encompasses 40 

works completed by artist Philippe 

Pasqua over the last 30 years. It 

includes large format paintings, 

drawings and sculptures. The major-

ity of the pieces portray faces and 

nudes of disabled children, transgen-

der persons, prostitutes and mem-

bers of his own family. 

Fernando Clemente 
MALAGA.  Sala Coracha, behind the 

Museo del Patrimonio Municipal. 

Around sixty works created over the 

last fifteen years by Fernando 

Clemente entitled I Love Pintura.  

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 9.30 - 

2.30pm. 7 - 9pm Tuesday to Friday. 

9.30am - 9pm Saturday and Sunday. 

Collection.  A journey through mainly 

Spanish art from the Old Masters 

through Romantic Landscape and 

Costumbrismo, Précieux Style and 

Naturalist Painting and Fin-de-Siècle. 

Masks. Metamorphosis of Modern 

Identity. Until 10 January 2021. The 

new season’s exhibition running con-

sists of over 100 works by national 

and international artists.  

Macarena Pozo 

MALAGA. From 30 October until 1 

December.  Sala Alfajar, C/Císter. 

The exhibition NO DOLOR by artist 

Macarena Pozo includes works com-

pleted since 2016 using the tech-

nique of mezzotint.  

When words transform into art 
MALAGA. Until 31 October. Sociedad 

Económica de Amigos del Paí, Plaza 

de la Constitución. 

Patrimonio Bibliográfico Malagueño: 

La Biblioteca de la Económica. Una 

Herencia Compartida is an exhibition 

of around 60 books, magazines, pho-

tographs and documents from the 

1850s that record the modernisation 

and culturalisation of Malaga. 

Robert Harding, Shinto 
MALAGA. Estudio de Ignacio del Río, 

C/San Lorenzo. 

Around half a dozen of Harding’s 

creations are included in the exhibi-

tion which demonstrates this artist’s 

ability to combine industrial and 

natural elements in dynamic sculp-

tures.  

Flex Your Camera 
MALAGA. Until 31 October. Espacio 

Cero, UMA, Bulevar Louis Pasteur, 23. 

The exhibition traces 40 years of the 

history of the US record label Dis-

chord Records which was an icon of 

Punk Rock. It consists of around 50 

photographs and videos of the Punk 

Rock era at its peak.  

Macarena Pozo, Malaga.

Chicano, Casa Natal Picasso.

José Miguel Chico López, Malaga

TONY BRYANT  

MALAGA. Father Louis Dar-
rant from St George’s 
Church in Malaga is prepar-
ing to lead a group of pil-
grims on the Caminito del 
Rey on Saturday 7 Novem-
ber. The theme of the day is 
‘Friends above and friends 
below’, which the priest 
hopes will give the pilgrims 
the chance to reflect on the 
significance of the Christian 
festival of All Saints.  

The allocated time to 
begin the Caminito is 
10.45am from Ardales, and 
the group will meet at 10.30 
for the traditional rite of the 
Blessing of Pilgrims. 

Father Louis, who was 
appointed as chaplain of the 
church earlier this year, is 
asking each pilgrim to try to 
raise 100 euros in sponsor-
ship to support chaplaincy 
funds. “Many people from 
both a faith and secular 
background are rediscover-
ing pilgrimage as something 
which promotes both reflec-
tion and emotional well-be-
ing,” Father Louis 
explained. 

The adventurous priest 
has also begun preparations 
for a pilgrimage to Santiago 
de Compostela next year. 
For more information about 
how to register for either 
pilgrimage, call 630909131.

All Saints pilgrimage to 
the Caminito del Rey

The trip will promote reflection and emotional well-being.  SUR
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Malaga- Passau Cultural 
Exchange 
MALAGA. Until 1 November. MUPAM. 
The exhibition consists of 34 works to 
commemorate the artistic exchanges 
between Malaga ând the city of Pas-
sau in Germany over the last fifteen 
years. In total 21 artists from Malaga 
and 13 from Passau combine their 
works in this free exhibition.  

Los Machados 
MALAGA. Until 12 December. Centro 

Cultural Fundación Unicaja. Plaza del 

Obispo. 
Around 200 pieces are on display 
that  form the legacy of the poets, 
the Machado brothers Antonio and 
Manuel. It includes photos, drawings, 
documents and transcripts, many of 
which have not been exhibited in 
public before.   

Americans on parade 
MALAGA.  Until 30 November. Fnac 

Malaga. 
British photographer George Geor-
giou has won The British Journal of 
Photography Project prize in 2019 
and two World Press titles for his 
photos. His exhibition shows that 
despite the segregations in US soci-
ety due to race or wealth, the Ameri-
can people come together for the 
annual parades in these photos. 

César Dezfuli  
MALAGA. Until 20 December, Alianza 

Francesa, C/ Jacinto Verdaguer. 
The exhibition Passengers consists of 
a collection of 118 photographs of 
refugees taken as they were rescued 
from their rubber boats on the Medi-
terranean. The photographer has met 
with 65 of the people photographed 
in the project which began in 2016.  

Enrique Brinkmann 
CHURRIANA. Until 5 January, 2021. 

Casa Gerald Brenan, Calle Torremoli-

nos. 
Artist Enrique Brinkmann has an exhi-
bition of 12 of his works entitled 
Estrellas para Brenan, Obra Gráfica, a 
personal tribute to the writer. Brink-
mann has exhibited in the MOMA  in 
New York as well as many other 
museums and art galleries around the 
world. 

Marilyn Manson 21 Years in Hell 
MALAGA. Until 22 January. La 

Térmica. Free.  
British photographer Ralph Perou 
took photos of the extravagant, dark 
and peculiar American rock star Mar-
ilyn Manson over a twenty-one year 

period. Thirty of his photographs 
from the book ‘21 Years in Hell: Man-
son/Perou’ are on display at the 
Térmica in Malaga city. 

Eugenio Chicano 
MALAGA. Until 16 March. Casa Natal 

Picasso.  
The first director of the Casa Natal 
Picasso, Eugenio Chicano, died in 
November 2019 leaving a substantial 
artistic legacy.The artist  dedicated 
some of his works to Picasso and the 
museum has selected some of these 
for an exhibition in his honour.  

Nigel Gilbert 
EL MORCHE. Until 28 October. Bio 

Beach Club.  
An exhibition of prints influenced by 
comic strips and Japanese woodcuts. 
Ink line and wash are used to set 
down shapes, tones and textures. 
Colour washes are overlaid to build 
up a graphic effect in-depth.  

Armonía de Colores 
UBRIQUE. Until 20 November. Sala 

de Exposiciones, Antiguo Mercado de 

Abastos.  
An exhibition of paintings created by 
Manuel Lozano.  

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

OFM Chamber Music concerts 

MALAGA.  Auditorio de Museo 

Picasso de Málaga. 
17 November, 8pm. Cuarteto Mai-
nake. 
Tickets: www.museopicasso-
malaga.org 

La Cochera Cabaret   
MALAGA. Avda de los Guindos. 
23 October, 10pm. Antonio Romera 
“Chipi” accompanied by Javier Gali-
ana on the piano, will be singing 
some of his past hits as well as new 
compositions.  

Coyote Saloon concerts 
LAS LAGUNAS. Fridays and Satur-

days throughout October. 
23 October. The Moneymakers 
30 October. The Lost Boys. 
Reservations essential. More info 
Coyote Bowling Saloon Facebook 
page. 

Evita 
FUENGIROLA. Until 25 October, 

7.30pm (7pm Sundays). Salon Varie-

tes, C/ Emancipación.  
A tribute to the musical Evita with 
music by Andrew Lloyd Webber and 
lyrics by Tim Rice. Box Office: 952 
474542 or email: boxoffice@salon-
varietestheatre.com 

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra  
MALAGA. 29, 30 October 8pm. Tea-

tro Cervantes. 
Conductor José María Moreno guides 
the orchestra through Édouard Lalo’s 
Spanish Symphony with violinist Ser-
gey Malov in the first half followed 
by Tchaikovsky’s Symphony Nº6 
(Pathétique). Tickets: 
https://www.unientradas.es/ 

Two Legends 
FUENGIROLA. 30, 31 October, 

7.30pm. Salon Varietes, C/ Emancipa-

ción.  
Freddie Mercury and Cher, two of the 
biggest icons in musical history take 
to the stage with their dancers in this 
mini rock concert. Box Office: 95247 
4542 or email: boxoffice@salon-
varietestheatre.com 

Freddie Mercury and Cher 
CALETA DE VÉLEZ. 1 November, 

5.30pm. Baviera Golf. 50€. 
Freddie Mercury and Cher tribute 
acts as entertainment and a three-
course menu. Reservations: email 
info@RSB-golf.com or direct from 
the restaurant at the golf club. More 
info: 722490013 

Michael Bublé tribute 
FUENGIROLA. 6, 7 November, 

7.30pm. Salon Varietes, C/ Emancipa-

ción.  
Peet Rothwell, Europe’s top Bublé 
tribute act, will be performing some 
of the singers greatest hits. Tickets 
from box office: 952474542 or email: 
boxoffice@salonvarietestheatre.com  

41st Festival of Jazz 
GRANADA. From 30 October until 2 

November. Teatro Isabel la Católica  
A tribute to Toots Thielemans and 
Charlie Parker. With the Antonio Ser-
rano Quartet, the Ernesto Aurignac 
Quartet, Marco mezquida and Jean 
Toussaint Quartet. www.jazzengra-
nada.es 

Giralda Brass  
MALAGA. 8 November, 12pm. Museo 

de Málaga. 
Trumpeters Ignacio Gallardo Leal and 
José Valero Hermoso, French horn 
player Erik Antúnez de la O, trom-
bonist Miguel Ángel López and tuba 
player Marco Antonio Triguero Begi-
nes, will play a variety of soundtracks 
including Pirates of the Carribean, 
Game of Thrones, Robin Hood, 
Gladiator and James Bond among 
others. Tickets: https://www.unien-
tradas.es/ 

Armonía de Colores, Ubrique.

Freddie/Cher tribute, Fuengirola.

Manson/Perou, La Térmica.
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FLAMENCO 

Flamenca a Compás 

LAS LAGUNAS. 24 October, 9pm. 

Plaza de Fuerzas Armadas.  

‘Flamenco Puro’ with Ismael Tamayo 

(vocals) and José Antonio Rojas (gui-

tar). Tickets only from Casa de la Cul-

tura or Casa Museo Mijas. 

Rosario la Tremendita 

MALAGA.  24 October, 10pm. La 

Cochera Cabaret, Avda de los Guindos. 

Singer, composer and producer as 

well as multi-instrument musician, La 

Tremendita will be in concert.  

Antaño 
MALAGA.  25 October, 8pm. La 

Cochera Cabaret, Avda de los Guindos. 

Young Malaga musicians will recreate 

the music of flamenco icons such as 

Manolo Caracol, La Paquera de Jerez, 

La Repompa, Pepe Marchena and la 

Niña de los Peines among others. 

With Virginia Gámez and María 

Almendro. 

THEATRE AND DANCE 

Danza Málaga 

MALAGA. Until 1 November. Teatro 

Cervantes / Echegaray. www.teatro-

cervantes.com 

As part of the Teatro Cervantes 150th 

anniversary celebrations the dance 

festival includes 29 events and 16 

shows throughout October. Tickets 

cost 20 euros for Teatro Cervantes 

and 15 euros for Teatro Echegaray. 

There are also two shows for children 

(tickets 6 euros). 

TALKS / LECTURES 

The Arts Society 

NERJA. Lectures online.  

The Arts Society Nerja starts a new 

season of lectures free online for 

members and supporters. The broad-

cast can be seen live on the Art Soci-

ety YouTube channel. 

27 November, 2pm. Indian Modern 

Art. Lecturer Georgina Bexon. 

18 December, 2pm. Great Exhibitions 

and the World’s Fairs. Lecturer Mat-

thew Denney. 

The Arts Society Benahavís 
BENAHAVÍS. Lectures online.  

The lectures are broadcast online 

using Zoom for members and sup-

porters.  

27 October, 7pm. Ian Cockburn will 

talk about political intrigue, sex and 

murder at the court of the Cordoba 

Caliphate. Book: Lyndawoodin.1@ 

gmail.com Visitors can register for 

10€ at graciesvilla@gmail.com 

Online art course 
MALAGA. Lectures online from 29 

October.  

The online course is in Spanish and is 

called Arte de Vanguardia 100 Años 

Después. It consists of six lectures 

totalling 25 hours by art profession-

als on some of the most important 

art movements of the 21st century 

including cubism, surrealism and 

dadaism. More information: cur-

sovanguardias@mpicassom.org 

CHARITY 

ARCH 

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE. Open every 

Sunday 9am - 2pm.  

The ARCH team at the Rescue Centre 

for Horses and Donkeys have 

resumed their popular Sunday open 

mornings. Visitors can come and 

meet the volunteers and the current 

residents. More information on Face-

book: Centro Andalusi de Rescate de 

Caballos or www.horserescue 

spain.org  

Book and art sale 
MALAGA. 25 October from 12.30pm. 

St George’s Anglican Church,   

A Book and Art Sale will take place at 

St George’s Anglican Church, located 

in the grounds of the historical 

Cementerio Inglés, Avenida de Pries 

1, close to the bullring.  

Halloween Gala for Triple A 
MARBELLA. 31 October. Puente 

Romano Supper Club. 150€  

A three-course dinner, including 

house wines, live entertainment by 

The Purple Revolution, Purple Rain 

prince tribute. Halloween costumes 

requested but not mandatory. Raf-

fle and jewellery auction. All pro-

ceeds go to Triple A. Reservations 

call 682 112 233 or Whatsapp. 

 

MORE IDEAS 

Free Spanish courses 

NERJA. Nerja Cultural Centre, Calle 

Granada, 45.  

Free Spanish courses for beginners, 

basic and conversation levels. Lim-

ited spaces. To enrol call 671567105. 

Classes run until June 2021. 

Lux Mundi Taize Prayer Meeting 
TORRE DEL MAR. 30 October, 

8.15pm. San Andrés parish church. 

Place a candle with the names of 

loved ones who have departed and 

pray for all those who have lost 

their lives through the pandemic. 

Send an email or Whatsapp to be 

included in the prayers. Call: 952 

543 334 or email: luxmundi@lux-

mundi.org 

Lux Mundi Taize Prayer Meeting 
FUENGIROLA. 18, 26 November. 

Nuestra Señora del Carmen and San 

José churches, respectively. 

To be included in the prayers, email 

luxmundif@gmail.com 

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR. Fridays, 11am - 

1pm. Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre, 

Avda Moscatel.  

19 November, 17 December. Trip to 

Gibraltar. Various departure times 

and pick-up points. Tel.952 543 334 

or email: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

Guided walks 
CÁRTAMA. Cártama town hall.  

Limited places. Reservations up to 

Friday before the walk at Cártama 

town hall or call: 951 010 872  

25 October. Cordoba mountains and 

Sierras Subbéticas. 

22 November. 16km Quejigo Route 

into the town of Jubrique in the Ser-

ranía de Ronda.  

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 

MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. 

Tel: 902902103. www.yelmocines.es 

The Secret: Dare To Dream: 19.35 

(Tues). 

Trolls’ World Tour: 19.10 (Tues). 

Tenet: 21.00 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

The Secret: Dare To Dream: 20.10  

(Tues). 

Trolls’ World Tour: 21.20 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

The Human Voice: 20.30, 21.30 

(every day). 

Gauguin from the National Gallery, 

London: 20.00 (Mon).  

Six Minutes To Midnight: 19.50 

(Tues). 

Hope Gap: 20.10 (Tues). 

Tenet: 18.20 (Tues). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com 

Falling: 19.45, 21.55   

(every day). 

The Human Voice: 19.05, 20.35 

(every day). 

Rifkin’s Festival: 16.45, 19.00 

(every day). 

Hope Gap: 17.30, 20.05, 22.30 

(every day). 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

The Human Voice: 17.30, 20.05, 

22.30 (Fri, Sat); 19.05 (Sun); 21.00 

(Mon, Tues).

TONY BRYANT 

SAN PEDRO. Project Music will 
host a special concert dinner 
night at the D-Wine Restau-
rant in San Pedro on Thurs-
day 28 October. 

The concert will feature 
award-winning Japanese 
violinist Lamaya, a musician 
celebrated for her unique 
artistic range. The perform-
ance will include Latin, Celtic, 
classical Argentinian tango 
and flamenco.  

Lamaya, who began her 
career at the age of eight, has 
performed with some of 
flamenco’s top artists and she 
has given solo concerts and 
performed at festivals in 
Europe, America, Asia and 
Africa.   

She has also studied solo 
performance, music composi-
tion and conducting at vari-

ous renowned institutes 
throughout the world. 

Tickets for the event, which 
starts at 7.30pm, cost 65 
euros and will include a 
welcome drink on arrival, 

dinner and wine. 
Capacity restrictions will be 

enforced so a reservation 
must be made on PMMTick-
ets@mail.com, or by calling 
Anita on 644242365.

Award-winning violinist Lamaya will perform in San Pedro.  SUR.

Dinner and recital by award-
winning Japanese violinist

Danza Málaga, Malaga.

Flamenco al Compás, Las Lagunas.
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E very year, over 1,100 
women in Malaga prov-
ince are diagnosed with 

breast cancer. That’s the bad 
news. The good news is that 
nearly 90 per cent of them over-
come the illness. October is In-
ternational Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month and on the 
19th it was International Breast 
Cancer Day, so we spoke to four 
women who have had the illness, 
to find out about their experi-
ence. In every case, their mes-
sage was the same: “Never give 
up; you can get over this,” they 
told us with a smile.  

Ramoni Fernández had to give 
up her work as a seamstress due 
to breast cancer. She loved her 
work, but refused to let this get 
her down. 

“I was very ill, but now I feel 

fantastic and I’m happy in what 
I do. It takes a lot of strength, 
but you have to fight to beat can-
cer;  you have to adapt your way 
of life to deal with it,” says this 
67-year-old who is originally 
from Linares but now lives in 
Fuengirola and is an active vol-
unteer with the Asociación Es-
pañola contra el Cáncer (AECC) 
cancer charity. “If life gives you 
a second chance you have to 
grasp it and never give up,” she 
says, firmly.  

After her mastectomy in June 
2006, at the San Cecilio hospi-
tal in Granada, Ramoni had to 
deal with another problem: her 
body rejected the prosthesis 
three times. In the end surgeons 
reconstructed her breast using 
fat and tissue from her own 
body. Despite the difficulties, 

she remained upbeat and en-
joyed the weddings of her son 
and her daughter. The birth of 
her grandchildren also encour-
aged her to carry on: “Seeing my 
grandchildren grow up has given 
me life,” she says. 

Although she no longer sews 
professionally, she does so as a 
volunteer for the AECC associa-
tion, making masks and cush-
ions for women who have re-
cently undergone breast cancer 
surgery at the Costa del Sol hos-
pital in Marbella. 

 “It is essential to stay active 
and enjoy things. I feel very 
happy, collaborating with the 
Association against Cancer,” Ra-
moni says.  

María del Mar Aranda, who is 
52, feels the same. When the 
lockdown began, she had re-

cently undergone surgery for a 
breast tumor. 

 “I have never seen my oncolo-
gist without a mask. On the days 
I left home to go for chemother-
apy at the Costa del Sol hospi-
tal, the road was completely 
empty. I had never seen anything 
like it,” says María del Mar, who 
had spent the four years before 
her diagnosis on the African is-
land of Zanzibar (Tanzania). 
What she saw and learned in Af-
rica helped her to cope with her 
illness, for which she is currently 
receiving radiotherapy sessions 
at the Clínico hospital in Malaga.  

This civil servant had decided 
to try a completely different way 
of life, which is why she went to 
Zanzibar. There, she worked first 
as the manager of a small hotel 
and then for a construction com-

pany based in the Canary Is-
lands. When she noticed a lump 
in her breast one day, she sus-
pected that it could be a tumor 
and decided to return to Malaga, 
where she was diagnosed with 
cancer on 10 February.  

“We tend to think that cancer 
is something that happens to 
other people, but not to us, but in 
fact it can happen to you and if 
it does then you have to take 
things as they come,” she says. 
“I’m very pleased with the Span-
ish health service. I appreciate it 
even more after my four years 
in Africa. Health is the most im-
portant thing. Without it, you 
have nothing,” she says.   

Clinical test in Cordoba 

Mariela Bernardi is 37 and origi-
nally from Argentina. She lives 

Experiences. Four women who 
have suffered from the illness  
say it is essential to carry on, 
be positive and never give up, 
because “you can overcome 
this”  

Lessons of 
life in the 
fight against 
breast cancer 

X Talk.   
The three women 

listening to a 
psychologist at the 

AECC.  F. HINOJOSA

X  
Campaign 

Framed photo as 
part of the AECC 

initiative to mark  
International Breast 

Cancer Day.  

 FRANCISCO HINOJOSA

ÁNGEL ESCALERA 
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in Marbella and has just started 
taking part in a clinical test to 
combat the metastasis which is 
affecting her head, liver and 
bones, deriving from an inoper-
able breast tumour that was de-

tected in 2017.  
She has had chemotherapy, 

radiotherapy and immunother-
apy, and now she hopes the clini-
cal tests which are being carried 
out by the Reina Sofía hospital 

in Cordoba will be the answer.   
In order to travel to and from 

the hospital, she has applied to 
the AECC for financial assistance 
and transport. 

“This is an experimental treat-
ment and I don’t know how long 
it will take, but I am positive and 
feeling strong in my mind, which 
is absolutely essential in order 
to fight cancer with more 
strength. I will get over this,” she 
says, with absolute certainty.  

MariLu Jaime, who is 40, also  
sounds very positive. She is an 
English teacher at the Colegio 
San Francisco de Asís in Mijas 
Costa, and has just finished five 
chemotherapy sessions to com-
bat a cerebral metastasis which 
occurred following breast can-
cer in 2019.  

“I have always been a nega-
tive sort of person, but now, on 
the other hand, I see my illness 
as something positive. It’s like 
a way of learning that I have to 
go through to change my way of 
life. This is a lesson which I am 
accepting with optimism. One 
has to appreciate life and be 
happy,” she says.   

  Collaboration.  Mariela Bernardi, Ramoni Fernández and 
María del Mar Aranda, at the Asociación del Cáncer offices in 
Malaga.    FRANCISCO HINOJOSA

Over 1,100 women in 
Malaga will be diagnosed 
with breast cancer, the 
most common type 
among the female 
population, this year 

ÁNGEL ESCALERA  

MALAGA. More and more people 
are surviving breast cancer 
nowadays, thanks to early diag-
nosis and advances in treat-
ments. In Malaga province, 
around 88 per cent of women 
with a breast tumor overcome 
it and are alive five years after 
being diagnosed, says Dr Emilio 
Alba, the director of medical on-
cology at the Regional and 
Clínico hospitals in Malaga. 

He says that in general the 
situation regarding breast can-
cer in Malaga has never been 
better, with effective screening 
and prevention measures, no 
delays in diagnosis, highly 
trained multidisciplinary teams 
and access to the latest treat-
ments and drugs. He does, how-
ever, say there is room for im-
provement in terms of recon-
structive surgery.   

Unfortunately, the pandemic 
has caused some delays in car-
rying out radiography tests 
which are necessary to confirm 
cases of breast cancer, so on-
cologists in Malaga are seeing 
fewer new patients this year.  

Profile 

In Andalucía, breast cancer pa-
tients are usually over the age 
of 50, although the risk of de-
veloping the illness can begin 
at 40. Risk factors include 
smoking, alcohol, obesity and 
a sedentary lifestyle. The An-
dalusian Medical Oncology As-
sociation says over 5,000 
women will be diagnosed in the 
region in 2020.   

Nearly 90% of breast 
cancer patients survive

Breast cancer treatment 
in Malaga province has 
never been better, with 
access to the latest drugs 
and technology
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Romero warns of the 
dangers of a new 
lockdown: “With fewer 
hours of daylight, the 
effect on people’s health 
would be greater” 

MATÍAS STUBER 

MALAGA. In the summer, we have 
an extra hour. In winter, an hour 
less. That is a ritual that we re-
peat every six months. Everybody 
copes differently with this change 
in the time. Some people feel low 
in the winter months, and are 
then euphoric when summer ar-
rives and the days are longer. In-
dependently of how we feel, there 
is something that marks the 
rhythm of our interior clock: the 
light, says Jesús Romero Imbroda, 
who is the head of Neurology at 
the Quirón hospital in Malaga. 

As well as explaining how 
changing the hour affects our 
health, this specialist also warns 
that this year differs to others. We 

are in the midst of a pandemic 
which - what a surprise - can also 
affect our health with regard to 
the imminent onset of winter 
time.  
 
As a doctor, are you in favour of 
changing the hour or not?  
In principle, it isn’t a question of 
taking a group decision on 
whether it is something positive 
or negative. It is an artefact of po-
litical regulation. If they tell us 
the reason for it is that it saves 
energy, and it is beneficial for the 
economies of countries, I have no 
objection. The problem this year 
is related to the pandemic. Due 
to the lockdown in March, peo-
ple have enjoyed fewer hours of 
sunshine than normal. When the 
hour changes at this time of year, 
the days get shorter. Because of 
lower exposure to the sun, which 
is what we have seen during the 
pandemic, there could be prob-
lems in the long term. For exam-
ple, vitamin D deficiencies.   
Why do we talk about summer 

“Further restrictions or another lockdown in 
winter time would be worse than before”

 Jesús Romero  Head of Neurology at the Quirón hospital in Malaga

time and winter time? Is there 
a scientific reason or are they 
just names?  
There is no specific scientific rea-
son. I understand it is that way 
because the time changes before 
the start of summer and the start 
of winter. Nothing more than that.  
Are we human beings guided by 
daylight?  
Absolutely. Our biological changes 
are linked to the Circadian 
rhythm. That is the number of 
hours we sleep and the number 
of hours we are awake. Light is 
essential to all that. Light stimu-
lates a series of mechanisms and 
darkness causes other changes 
which facilitate sleep, and those 
are associated with the recupera-
tion of the systems involved in 
the human body.  

Does the change in the hour dis-
turb our internal body clock? 
The change in the hour does dis-
turb it, yes, but so does the arri-
val of winter. That has been shown 
in studies of people in Northern 
European countries who have lit-
tle exposure to the sun. There, 
the incidence of depression and 
other psychiatric pathologies is 
greater. In the Latin countries, 
where there is greater exposure 
to the light and you can be out-
side more, the incidence of de-
pression is lower. There is a clear 
seasonal characteristic in psy-
chiatric pathologies.  
This internal clock; is it the 
same, and does it work the same 
way for everybody? 
In terms of health, yes. The chro-
nometer is determined by the pin-
eal gland, which is a gland in the 
brain that segregates the hor-
mone called melatonin. The se-
cretion of melatonin is stimulated 
by an absence of light, when we 
are going to sleep. When we in-
duce sleep, the melotonin is seg-
regated and that helps us to sleep.    
So how does the change in the 
hour affect our rest? 
The change to summer time has 
a greater effect than the change 
to winter time. When we go into 
summer time, we sleep an hour 
less. Sleeping less can lead to ir-
ritability and anxiety. Now we will 
sleep an hour more, so it will be 
easier to adapt to the change.   Al-
though you also have to remem-
ber that it is anomalous for us to 
lose hours of daylight.  
What effects can this change of 
the hour have at a neurological 
level?  
With regard to health, it has been 
clearly shown that the change in 
the hour makes us more irrita-
ble. In some cases it can lead to 
anxiety. That mainly happens in 
the first few days.  
Does the change in the hour af-
fect adults and children in exactly 
the same way, or are there differ-
ences between them?  
There are some differences. Chil-
dren adapt better. They barely 
notice the change. That means 
they absorb it better. Adults, 
whose hours of sleep are very de-
fined and organised, notice it 
more.  
For many people, the change to 
winter time makes them feel sad. 
Is the lack of daylight the only 
reason for that?  
I would say to a large extent, yes. 
We human beings think we are 
very capable but in fact we are 
strongly linked to the climate, 
time, atmospheric pressure and 
changes in the season. We see 
that in illnesses. Epileptics, for 
example, have more convulsions 
when there is a full moon. And 
we still don’t know why that is. 

Jesús Romero at the Quirón hospital.  SALVADOR SALAS

The change to summer 
time has a greater effect 
than the change to winter 
time, because we sleep an 
hour less 

A new lockdown would be 
different; people won’t go 
onto their balconies to clap 
for the emergency 
services because it will be 
dark, cold and rainy
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When there are atmospheric 
changes, patients who get mi-
graines suffer much more. If 
your sleep is disturbed and you 
suffer from pathologies like de-
pression, you are going to feel 
even more sad. Then that sad-
ness is due to the change in 
sleep pattern and fewer hours 
of daylight. Some illnesses have 
a seasonal pattern. There is 
more depression in winter. Light 
makes the brain happy, it is the 
element that switches it on.  
We are still in the midst of a 
pandemic. Would further re-
strictions or even another lock-
down make the change to win-
ter time feel even worse?  
Yes. The situation would be 
more difficult. In a new lock-
down, for example, the scenes  
where people went onto their 
balconies to clap for the emer-
gency services wouldn’t happen 
again. It will be dark, cold and 
rainy. Those hours we spent out-
side in the light, in homes which 
had outside space of course, 
were very healthy for us during 
lockdown. Winter time worsens 
the consequences of possible 
restrictions or lockdowns. As a 
neurologist, it worries me, es-

pecially, that elderly people will 
get worse because of a lack of 
cognitive stimulation.  
In other words, it would be a 
lockdown with fewer hours of 
daylight.  
Right now, we are seeing the 
consequences of locking down 
a population. I am one of those 
who believe that there is a dan-
ger in lockdowns. Above all, for 
illnesses which are not Covid. 
We see that the health system 
can’t cope and delays ensue. 
With regard to lifestyle, which 
is what interests people in gen-
eral, a lockdown with fewer 
hours of daylight is likely to be 
more detrimental for the health 
than the last one.  
Can you give us some advice 
or recommend what we can 
do to mitigate the effects of 
the change in the hour? ? 
Don’t anticipate or bring for-
ward the change in the hour in 
an attempt to acclimatise the 
body, but don’t resist it either. 
Just act normally, as if the hour 
hadn’t changed. In two or three 
days your body will have 
adapted. In other words, don’t 
anticipate or delay that adap-
tation. Just go along with it.

The campaign has been 
brought forward to 
October and some 
vaccinations can be given 
in places other than 
health centres and 
hospitals if necessary 

JOSÉ LUIS PIEDRA
 

SEVILLE. The Junta de Andalucía 
began this year’s anti-flu campaign 
on Wednesday, and people aged 
65 or over are currently being given 
priority. The regional government 
expects to vaccinate 1.4 million of 
over-65s in Andalucía, and ap-
pointments can now be made at 
health centres.  

The Junta’s Minister for Health 
and Families, Jesús Aguirre, 
launched the campaign by having 
his flu jab, and called on others to 
do the same. “This year it is more 
important than ever, because the 
groups at risk from flu are also 
those at most risk from Covid-19,” 
he said. He explained that this will 
be a long campaign, and every-
body who needs a flu jab will be 
able to have one. Medical and social 
workers have already been vacci-

nated, as have residents of homes 
for the elderly. 

Some people can apply to have 
their flu jab at home, such as those 
over the age of 75-80, those with 
multiple illnesses, convalescents 
and people who have been sent 
home from hospital and would 
have difficulty going to the health 
centre because of their state of 
physical or mental health.   

In some cases it can also be ar-
ranged for flu jabs to be given else-
where, such as community  areas, 

by prior appointment. This can be 
requested via the Salud Responde 
app, ClicSalud or directly with the 
health centre.  

The health authorities also 
recommend that everyone born 
in 1954 or 1955, and anyone 
with a predisposition, should 
also have the pneumococcal vac-
cine Prevenar 13, which can be 
given at the same time as the flu 
jab and has been available free 
of charge for adults in Andalucía 
since May 2019.

Flu jabs in Andalucía: people over 
65 are currently the priority

The Junta says everyone who needs a flu jab will be given one.  EFE
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P
olitics and the world of 
wine and food rarely 
meet, unless it’s about 

duty increases. So the news this 
week has been abnormal. It 
started with Donald Trump 
threatening to postpone his 
promised financial stimulus 
package that would avoid 75,000 

layoffs in the US airline and res-
taurant business. The reason? 
He announced the funding 
would have to be postponed un-
til after the election, interpreted 
as: ‘If you vote for me and I am 
re-elected, I will make sure the 
funds are delivered.’ Coercion or 
what? 

Almost as serious (!) is the 
EU’s proposed renaming of the 
veggie-burger. Under pressure to 
call things what they really are 
and not to copy established food 
identities, a ruling that since it 
contains no meat it cannot be 
called a burger. The EU will pro-
pose it’s rechristened ‘veggie 
disk’.  

So back to Trump. Having 
tweeted repeatedly that all for-
eign-sourced manufacturing 
should come back to America, 
an analysis of the items used by 
his hotel chain shows them to be 
sourced almost exclusively from 
China, whether bathroom fit-
tings or steak knives. But Trump 

should know that outsourcing is 
not a guarantee of success.  

The catastrophic Trump 
Vodka was made in Germany 
and bombed spectacularly, 
probably because marketing tra-
dition dictates that it is hard to 
market a product under the 
name of someone who has never 
used it. (Trump is teetotal and 
blames alcohol for his brother’s 
early death.) 

Assurances that it would out-
sell the No 1 brand, Grey Goose, 
and become the most popular 
mixer in the USA, were never 
fulfilled, although it enjoyed 
some success in Israel because it 
was unintentionally kosher.

Monte Real Blanco 2019 

Spain’s white wines, particu-
larly those from Rioja, have 
never had a good press – until 
recently. The Airen grape could 
never compete with Godello or-
Chardonnay, 
but all that 
has changed. 
This very 
agreeable 
blend of Airen 
and Malvasia 
does the trick, 
and the price 
is good too at 
around 7 euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

A crazy week

ANDREW J. LINN

The Sabor a Málaga food 
fair  was held in the town 
last weekend to coincide 
with World Malaga 
Sausage Day  

TONY BRYANT
 

TORREMOLINOS. The gastronomic 
market organised by Sabor a 
Málaga, the brand that promotes 
products from Malaga province, 
arrived in Torremolinos last 
weekend.  

The food fair was launched to 
coincide with World Salchichón de 

Málaga Day (a day devoted to the 
area’s own type of sausage), which 
is celebrated on 15 October.  

Hundreds of visitors enjoyed 
the three-day event, which pro-
moted wine, olive oil, goat’s 
cheese, blood sausage and cho-
rizo, coffee, honey, artisan cakes 
and preserves.  

The producers, many of which 

were family-run businesses, came 
from towns and villages such as 
El Burgo, Pizarra, Arriate, Coín, 
Alhaurín el Grande, Casabermeja, 
Ardales and Yunquera. 

The 18-stall market, which was 
opened by Mayor of Torremoli-
nos José Ortiz, offered a variety 
of cooking demonstrations given 
by some of the area’s top chefs. 

These included Juan Antonio 
Ortega, chef at the Oveja Negra 
restaurant in Torremolinos; Ser-
gio Garrido, from the Populus tav-
ern in Malaga; and Raúl González, 
head chef at Calanova Golf Club 
restaurant in Mijas.  

Friday’s demonstrations in-
cluded recipes for lasagne, sal-

ads and pâtés made with the 
popular ‘salchichón’, a soft pork 
and spiced sausage that is cured 
for just a short time and is popu-
lar all over Spain.  

The chefs also cooked up an 
array of culinary delights and 
these included grilled tuna with 
cashew marinade, pickled 
chicken, avocado with crystal-
lised prawns, and bull’s ball to-
mato jam.  

Visitors were also invited to 
take part in workshops and cook-
ing lessons, as well as sampling 
olive oils, artisan beers, wines 
and coffees.  

The market adhered to the cur-
rent health and safety restrictions 
enforced to stop the spread of the 
coronavirus, and along with ca-
pacity restrictions and the com-
pulsory wearing of masks, all visi-
tors were temperature tested be-
fore entry. 

The mayor claimed that the Sa-
bor a Málaga markets are becom-
ing “a new tourist attraction”.   

“The initiative launched by the 
provincial government of Malaga 
represents a firm commitment 
to the products of this land. This 
connects with citizens, tourists 
and visitors, and that makes Tor-
remolinos a perfect window for 
the export of our products.” 

The major objective of Sabor a 
Málaga is to unify the highest 
quality products in the province 
under a global image. The brand 
was launched in 2011 by the pro-
vincial government and incorpo-
rates over 400 companies from 
the local food industry. 

Torremolinos plays host to the 
flavours of Malaga province

Visitors enjoy the flavours of the area during last weekend’s Sabor a Malaga gastronomic market.  TONY BRYANT Chef Juan Antonio Ortega.  T. B.
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The event was also attended by 
Marta Figueras-Dotti, President of 
the Ladies European Tour (LET), 
as well as the President of the Royal 
Spanish Golf Federation (RFEG), 
Gonzaga Escauriaza. She high-
lighted the importance of golf as 
an engine of economic recovery at 
a delicate time for Spain. 

“Great news”  
“Hosting the Solheim Cup in our 
country is great news both for 
the sport of golf and for Span-
ish society as a whole. Once 
again we will have the opportu-
nity to show the world the ex-
cellence of our golf facilities and 
all that goes with them. The an-
nouncement comes at a perfect 
time as it gives us the opportu-
nity to help accelerate the re-
covery of the tourism sector. 
Let’s work and enjoy this spec-
tacular sporting event right 
now,” said the RFEG chief.

The women’s equivalent 
of the Ryder Cup was 
presented on Monday and 
will take place at Finca 
Cortesín from 18 to 24 
September 2023 

JOSÉ MARÍA MARTÍN 

MARBELLA. It’s been a long time 
coming but now it’s official: the 
Solheim Cup will be held on the 
Costa del Sol in 2023. 

The competition, the most im-
portant on the international 
women’s calendar, takes place 
every two years and in 2023 it will 
be held from 18 to 24 September 
on the courses at Finca Cortesín 
in Casares. 

Its managing director, Manuel 
Cardeña, pointed out that these 
are ‘sustainable courses’, thanks 
to a collaboration with Acosol which 
means that the facilities are irri-
gated with 100 per cent recycled 
water. “We are committed to events 
of this importance on a global level, 
as they highlight the work we carry 
out with regard to caring for the 
environment, sustainability and 
the circular economy,” he said. 

‘Women’s Ryder Cup’ 
Puerto Banús in Marbella was the 
setting chosen for the official pres-
entation on Monday of this pres-
tigious tournament, which pits the 
best players from Europe  against 
their counterparts from the United 
States in what is the women’s ver-
sion of the Ryder Cup. 

The institutions who collabo-

rated to bring this tournament to 
Spain for the first time (Marbella, 
Benahavís and Casares town halls, 
the Malaga Diputación provincial 
authority and the Andalusian re-
gional government’s Tourism de-
partment) were all represented  at 
the event. 

The regional minister for 
Tourism, Juan Marín, said that 
he believed that the Costa del 
Sol “will once again be an inter-
national benchmark”, as well as 
expressing his pride at bringing 
the highest level of women’s golf 
to Andalucía. 

Diputación president and Tur-
ismo Costa del Sol chief Francisco 
Salado also took part in the pres-
entation and wanted to make it 
clear that having the Solheim Cup 
come in 2023 confirms that south-
ern Spain is a world leader in the 
golf sector. “It will generate syner-
gies, employment and economic 
growth, not only on the coast or in 
the province but in all Andalucía,” 
said Salado. 

“Golf helps to limit the effects of 
seasonality and generates employ-
ment. We must remember that in 
2019 we were chosen as the best 
golf destination in all of Europe,” 
he added.  

For her part, the mayor of Mar-
bella, Ángeles Muñoz, said that “it 
is an event that will go beyond 
sport”, adding, “we will have the 
opportunity to showcase what we 
have to offer, which ranges from 
our excellent climate, to our ho-
tels, our organisational capacity, 
our gastronomy, our leisure and 
also our culture”. 

Casares confirmed as venue of the 
2023 edition of the Solheim Cup

Juan Marín and Marta Figueras-Dotti lift the Solheim Cup next to Francisco Salado and representatives of other institutions.  JOSELE

100,000 
golfers in Spain, according ot 
the RFEG. 

1.2 million 
foreigners travel to Spain a 
year to play golf.

THE FIGURES
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A goal and an assist 
from Pablo Chavarría 
gave the visitors the 
best possible start at 
La Romareda on 
Sunday evening 

After two games without a win, 
Malaga picked up an unlikely 
three points on the road as they 
beat Real Zaragoza 2-1 at La Ro-
mareda  on Sunday evening to 
move into the play-off spots.  

Coach Sergio Pellicer made a 
host of changes from the side 
which struggled to break down 
ten-man Las Palmas last week, 
reverting to a five-man defence, 
with Alberto Escassi dropping in 
to shield debutant Juan Soriano 
between the sticks. 

Midfielder Ramón returned 
to the side but it was forward 
Pablo Chavarría, making his first 
start since joining from Mallorca, 
who made the most telling con-
tribution. 

Following a VAR review, it was 
confirmed that the Argentinian 
had indeed given the visitors the 
lead in the 14th minute when he 
headed Yanis Rahmani’s cross 
from the left back where it came 
from and into the side netting, 
giving keeper Cristian Álvarez no 
chance. 

Just twelve minutes later, Cha-
varría was involved again, chas-
ing Ramón’s speculative long ball 
towards the corner flag before tee-
ing up his striking partner Caye 
Quintana for the second. The on-
loan Cadiz man slid to connect 
with the cut-back from the right, 
getting enough purchase on his 

effort to squeeze it through the 
keeper’s grasp. 

With the scoreboard showing 
2-0 after just 26 minutes, Zara-
goza head coach Rubén Baraja 
changed his side’s tactics, narrow-
ing the field, allowing his midfield-
ers to get on the ball more. Malaga, 
by contrast, were happy to cede 
possession and apart from Luca 
Zanimacchia drawing a superb 
reaction save from Soriano  from 

a set piece, the hosts barely cre-
ated any openings in the first half. 

In fact it was Chavarría again 
who had the first chance of the 
second half but was unable to 
squeeze his shot past Álvarez from 
a tight angle. 

However, the urgency of the 
situation started to be felt and Za-
ragoza started to have some luck 
down their left-hand side. First, 
Juanjo Narváez whipped a shot 

just wide of the far post after get-
ting the better of Iván Calero; then 
Carlos Nieto had his half volley 
fisted away by Soriano. 

The Malaga resistance was 
eventually broken with seven 
minutes plus stoppage time to go 
when Narváez’s low cross from 
the right evaded Josua Mejías, 
Juande, Escassi and Calero to be 
tucked in at close range by for-
mer Malaga captain Adrián who 

had come on as a second-half 
substitute. 

The visitors, though, were able 
to hold on and seal what was a 
well-deserved victory. The win 
lifted them up to the play-off 
places (6th), just three points off 
early leaders Espanyol. 

However, that could soon 
change with three matches in the 
space of a week coming up. At the 
time of going to print, Malaga were 
preparing to face Sporting Gijón at 
La Rosaleda. Visiting Malaga on 
Sunday are Mirandés (kick-off 
8.30pm), before the Blue and 
Whites travel to face Mallorca next 
Wednesday night.

Malaga move into the play-off places 
with important win away in Zaragoza

DARYL FINCH 
 

Cristian, Escassi and Jozabed celebrate an important victory at La Romareda.  AGENCIA LOF

1-2 
ZARAGOZA-MALAGA 

 Zaragoza:  Cristian Álvarez; Tejero, Ati-
enza, Guitián, Nieto (Pep Chavarría, min. 
80); Larrazabal (Bermejo, min. 46), 
Eguaras, Javi Ros (Adrián, min. 65), Za-
nimacchia (Vuckic, min. 46); Narváez, 
Gabiel Fernández (Papunashvili, min. 
65). Unused substitutes: Ratón, Francés, 
Jair, Zapater, Buyla, Rai. 

 Malaga:  Soriano; Calero, Mejías, Escassi, 
Juande, Matos; Chavarría (Cristian, min. 
67), Luis Muñoz (Lombán, min. 91), 
Ramón (Benkhemassa, min. 77), Rah-
mani (Jairo, min. 77); Caye Quintana 
(Jozabed, min. 91). Unused substitutes: 
Dani Barrio, Benítez, Larrubia, Julio. 

 Goals:  0-1 Chavarría (min. 14), 0-2 Caye 
Quintana (min. 26); 1-2 Adrián (min. 
83). 

 Referee:  Ortiz Arias. Yellow cards for 
Juande,   Chavarría and Tejero. 

 Ground:  La Romareda.

BORJA GUTIÉRREZ
 

MALAGA. Head coach Sergio Pel-
licer praised his players after 
Sunday’s victory in Zaragoza. 
“For me today I give the players 
a ten out of ten,” he said in his 
post-match press conference. 

“They’re working so hard and 
we’ve just come off a difficult few 
weeks.” 

The Malaga coach, who saw his 
game plan executed to perfection 
on the field, reiterated that the 
result came exclusively as a re-
sult of hard work and focus: 

“There’s no magic wand or magi-
cian here. We work very, very hard 
and it has to remain that way.” 

Pellicer explained that to avoid 
a repeat of going two games with-
out scoring, “we have to be mod-
est, remember where we’ve come 
from and focus on picking up 

points. That’s the only way we 
can keep the pressure off”. 

When asked about the changes 
he made, Pellicer highlighted the 
importance of having a strong 
squad. “Some players, like Joza-
bed and Lombán need a bit more 
time but we’ve got players who 
can come in and contribute.” 

One area in which this is espe-
cially in evidence is in goal. “We’ve 
got a good problem to have. We 
wanted good competition and we 
have it. Both [Soriano and Dani 
Barrio] will get chances to play.”

Pellicer: “I’d give our performance a ten out 
of ten. The boys are working very hard”

Introducing 
15 new faces 

Malaga sporting director Ma-
nolo Gaspar (front) presented 
the club’s 15 new signings (mi-
nus Matos) in one go in an un-
precendented event at La 
Rosaleda on Tuesday. Players 
(from left to right) Dani Barrio, 
Luis Muñoz, Chavarría, Caye 
Quintana, Jozabed, Calero, 
Jairo, Joaquín, Cristian, Rah-
mani, Mejías, Escassi, Orlando 
Sá and Soriano told reporters 
the objective this season was to 
avoid relegation. SALVADOR  SALAS

MALAGA FEMENINO 

League opener in doubt 
as players and staff test 
positive for Covid-19 

M. RIVAS.  Malaga have asked the 
Royal Football Federation (RFEF) 
to postpone their women’s team’s 
opening league fixture against 
Cáceres on Sunday after several 
players and coaches tested posi-
tive for coronavirus. 

Though the club had made no 
statement on the matter until 
Tuesday, it is believed that train-
ing was halted before the week-
end after the test results came 
through.
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H ow do you spot a direc-
tor of Valencia football 
club in the streets?  

Easy, just listen out for the 
Mexican musicians! 

With disgruntled supporters 
unable to use traditional forms 
of showing disdain – waving 
white handkerchiefs and gen-
erally booing – they thought lat-
erally and booked a mariachi 
band. You know, the chaps in 
big hats, playing guitars blow-
ing horns and signing jolly La-
tino ditties. It’s a million times 
better than a plane flying over 
the stadium. 

You could say the Valencia 
fans refuse to be silenced. 
Something had to be done 
when the club from the third 
largest city in Spain was hu-
miliated by their neighbours 
from the small outpost of Vil-
larreal. 

Dani Parejo, until a few 
weeks ago the Valencia captain, 
scored a spectacular winner for 
Villarreal, to take to the top of 
the table and leave his old club 
in the bottom half. It was poetic 
justice for Parejo who was told 
he could leave for free as part of 
a clear out at the Mestalla in the 
summer. 

Basically, all the star players 
were pawned off in an effort to 
reduce the wage bill by 40 per 
cent; Rodrigo headed for Leeds 
and Ferrán Torres joined Man-
chester City as the club raised 
60 million euros. 

Valencia is a shambles.  Bil-
lionaire Peter Lim runs the club 
from his empire in Singapore.  
He frequently summons his 
henchmen to Asia to order 
them to make changes which 
very rarely improve the club.  
He’s changed the coach on nine 
occasions in his five-year reign.  
Only once did he make a sound 
appointment. 

Marcelino, a time served 
manager, mopped up the mess 
from Gary Neville and his 
other predecessors. He won 
the Copa del Rey, qualified for 
the Champions League and 
pointed them in the right di-
rection.  Within a few months 
he was gone. His parting state-
ment:  “They didn’t tell me 
why they didn’t want the Copa, 

only that it was a minor tour-
nament and that I could be 
putting the main goal [Cham-
pions League qualification] at 
risk.” 

Javi Gracia, once of Malaga, 
recently of Watford, is possibly 
the humblest coach you can 
meet. Even Javi’s patience 
snapped in the summer when 
he offered his resignation.  He 
was effectively told that he’d 
need to buy himself out of his 
contract at a cost of three mil-
lion euros. They are that des-
perate for funds! 

One of the few valuable play-
ers remaining, Geoffrey Kon-
dogbia will also be contributing 
to the club’s finances by paying 
a fine for the following Insta-
gram statement: “’Having al-
ready destroyed an ambitious 
project, you had to deceive your 
coach and, finally, me. Thank 
you.” 

And that is why a business 
lunch for the President’s men 
in the centre of Valencia was 
disturbed by the Mexican band.  
Even when they ditched their 
paella, the musicians followed 
them to the club’s offices. 

It’s quite a contrast to Villar-
real who play at the Estadio 
Cerámica, an exceptionally 
well-run club in Spain’s pottery 
region. Valencia appears to 
have its share of crackpots.File photo of owner Peter Lim at the Mestalla.  EFE

Crackpots 
Valencia under Peter Lim is a shambles and the fans 
have found more creative ways to show their discontent

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

José María Muñoz 
knows that the club 
needs increased 
solvency if he is to be 
able to carry out the 
next phase of his job 

ANTONIO GÓNGORA 

MALAGA. With Malaga finally able 
to comply with La Liga’s 
spending rules with the 
last-ditch ERE redun-
dancy procedure for the 
majority of their high-
earning squad, eyes now 
for judicial administra-
tor José María Muñoz are 
on securing the club’s fi-
nancial situation heading into 
the future.  

With debts still unpaid and in-
come now considerably lower 
(more than a quarter down be-
cause of the pandemic alone), 
Muñoz is now looking at me-
dium- and long-term solutions 
and is leaning towards a capital 
increase. 

This, however, is a highly com-
plex and risky process should it 

not be completed successfully. 
The club’s current circumstances, 
with it unclear who will own what 
percentage of the club after legal 
proceedings are completed, make 
it even more difficult to develop 
this initiative. Ousted club presi-
dent Sheikh Abdullah Al-Thani 
currently owns the majority of 
shares but could have a portion 
seized by the courts. The Blue-
Bay hotel group, meanwhile is en-

titled to just under half of Al-
Thani’s shares according to 
a court ruling (though this 
decision is under appeal 
and is not yet final). 

Al-Thani’s shares (49 per 
cent of which are claimed 
by BlueBay) are held by 
NAS Spain 2000 and this 

is why the administrator  re-
quested that control of this com-
pany be seized by the courts. The 
judge finally agreed to this on 
Wednesday. 

This could pave the way for a 
capital increase that would allow 
for the arrival of new investment, 
whether internal or external, in 
order to fund the club’s push 
achieve its aims - ultimately to 
return to the top flight.

Administrator considering 
a capital increase to secure 
club’s long-term future

José María 

Muñoz
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The new coach will lead 
the team during the most 
demanding season in the 
club’s history, with the 
sole objective to earn 
promotion to Segunda 

JULIO RODRÍGUEZ 

MARBELLA. The new Marbella  hi-
erarchy didn’t want to take any 
risks for their second push for 
promotion to professional foot-
ball. Despite previous coach David 
García Cubillo achieving the high-
est points total in the club’s his-
tory last year without any real 
prior experience on his CV, the 
pair have parted company and 
the man to replace him on the 
sideline is José Manuel Aira. 

Aira comes with a wealth of ex-
perience in the promotion battle 
to Segunda, managing four teams 
(Racing de Ferrol, Murcia, Al-
bacete and Cultural y Deportiva 
Leonesa). Three years ago he won 
promotion with Albacete, where 
he coincided with now Marbella 
sporting director Víctor Moreno. 

Now the focus of both parties 
is to repeat the trick in Marbella. 
-What conclusions have you been 
able to draw from pre-season? 
-It was very positive. We have laid 
the foundations for the ideas we 
want to implement. We have a 
team that is very receptive to the 
messages we give them every day. 
-What do you think of the com-
plicated format of the final sea-
son of what is currently known 
as Segunda B [in three phases]? 
-Let’s see. Having been involved 
in the play-offs for promotion 
here recently, I didn’t like it at 
all. But now, having reflected on 
it, I find it very exciting, with 
many nuances that will force 
teams to go one hundred per 
cent every day. 

-Does the new-look squad have 
what it takes to be promoted? 
-Yes, and absolutely yes. In the 
end I knew what set-up there 
would be here. I knew that they  
[the sporting director and his 
team] would meet our [the coach-
ing staff’s] expectations. Commu-
nication is fluid, 24 hours a day, 
for everything concerning the first 
team. They work every day to give 
us the best and now it’s our turn 
to give repay that effort on the 
field to reach ours goals. 
-Is it a superstition or a way of  
keeping the pressure off not to 
say the word ‘promotion’? 
-No. I knew from the moment I 
was called that there’s no other 
objective than to fight for promo-
tion and take the club to where 
we all want it to be. With this clear, 
we must now focus on fulfilling  
it in the short term. 
-How will we be able to know 
that this is an Aira team? 
-We want to be a team that shows 

ambition, work hard and is com-
mitted. Everything depends on  
having the courage to play in the 
opposition’s half. We must be cha-
meleon-like because we have to 
compete against teams that will 
demand different ways of play-
ing. We want our ideas to prevail; 
we want to be dynamic, happy.  
-Knowing the club’s ambition 
and yours, will the Copa del Rey 
be as important as promotion? 
-As competitive as we are, but also 
dreamers, we want to give every-
thing in every competition we 
play. First we’ll see what we have 
in front of us and how we’re do-
ing in that moment.  
-To progress the project further 
you’ll need more time. So why 
did you only sign for one year? 
-Renewals have to be earned, not 
because of what you’ve done be-
fore. The results I got in the past 
doesn’t mean I deserve a longer 
contract. 
- With the late arrival of signings 

and injuries, when do you ex-
pect the team to be at its best? 
-If there’s one thing about this 
format it’s that it won’t wait for 
anyone. The key ideas have to be 
in place now. 
-Deportivo, Racing, Extre-
madura, Cultural... are Marbella  
at the same level as these teams 
which expect to go up? 
-Yes, for me we are. Everything 
that surrounds Marbella is point-
ing towards us being in that group. 
They, the ones that you named, 
are also aware of our potential. 
-What is the best and worst thing 
about coaching Marbella? 
-There are a few. [The best things 
are] the fact that they thought of 
me for this project, that I’m al-
lowed to get on with doing my 
job and the excitement felt by 
everyone as we look to reach pro-
fessional football. The worst 
thing for me personally is that 
my family are so far away, in A 
Coruña.

 José Manuel Aira   Marbella head coach

José Manuel Aira, the new Marbella coach, at the club’s offices.  JULIO RODRÍGUEZ

Aira: “I knew from the moment I was first called 
that the only objective this year is promotion”

J. RODRÍGUEZ
 

ALGECIRAS. José Manuel Aira’s 
first competitive match as Mar-
bella didn’t go exactly to plan 
on Sunday but the Costa side 
nonetheless came away from 
the Nuevo Mirador with a hard-
earned point against Algeciras. 

The Marbella onslaught in 
the opening quarter of an hour 
could have resulted in two goals. 
First, Esteban Granero’s free-
kick from 22 metres hit the base 
of the post before Cordero rat-
tled the crossbar with a header 
from the resulting corner kick. 

The visitors, however, couldn’t 
maintain their momentum in 
the second half and Algeciras 
came out of their shell, led by 
Alcázar. The forward’s speed 
and direct running caused Mar-
bella problems and he had two 
chances saved by Herrero in the 
58th and 71st minutes. 

A point is never a bad result 
in Algeciras but the side will ex-
pect to claim all three when Mar-
ino visit the Antonio Lorenzo 
on Sunday.

A point apiece as 
Marbella begin 
new season with 
tricky away day

Algeciras keeper Vallejo kept a 
well-deserved clean sheet.  J. R.

If the local team wins 
their qualifying match, 
they will face either 
Sevilla, Betis, Granada or 
Cadiz in a one-legged 
match, possibly at La 
Rosaleda 

JUAN RAMÓN PADILLA
 

MALAGA. Local team Club Deporti-
vo Rincón are one game away from 
playing in the Copa del Rey for the 
first time in their history, but to 
do so they must win a one-off qua-
lifying match on 11 November. 

Neither their opponent nor 

the venue has been confirmed 
yet, but they will face one of: To-
mares from Seville, Ceuta, Chi-
nato from Extremadura, Rusa-
dir from Melilla or Racing Mur-
cia. The prize, the Andalusian 
Football Federation has confir-
med, would be a game against 
one of the four Andalusian teams 
in La Liga (Sevilla, Betis, Grana-
da or Cadiz). The club’s mana-
gement have already enquired 
about using Malaga’s La Rosa-
leda stadium for the match. 

Rincón have been given a spot 
in the Copa qualifiers as a result 
of winning the Andalusian Cup, 
beating Tomares in a penalty 
shoot-out.

Rincón, one win away 
from reaching the Copa 
del Rey for the first time

The players in a pre-match team photo.  J. R. PADILLA
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A limited number of 
spectators will be 
allowed for the latter 
stages of the competition 
which will be streamed 
live online 

J. R.
 

MARBELLA. The Marbella Tennis 
Open returns this weekend with 
a whole host of health and safety 
measures in effect to protect both 
participants and spectators. 

In collaboration with main 
sponsor AnyTech365, the Costa 
del Sol will once again play host 
to a quality tournament, an ATP 
80 Challenger, that will be played 
from this Saturday until Sunday 
1 November at the Puente Ro-
mano Tennis Club in Marbella.  

Last year Pablo Andújar won 
a great final against the current 
world number 27, Benoît Paire. 
This year, however, will be a lot 
different. For a start, the whole 
tournament will be streamed 
live on the AnyTech365 and 
Marca websites (the later rounds 
on Eurosport and LaLiga-
SportsTV), with spectators not 
allowed to enter the venue dur-
ing the early stages. 

From the round of sixteen, from 
Thursday 29th until the final, a 
limited number of spectators will 
be able to attend with tickets avail-
able for purchase exclusively on-

line, from www.entradium.com. 

Bubbles 
Players and staff will all be ac-
commodated in the Puente Ro-
mano hotel with all the facilities 
at their disposal, so that leaving 
the premises won’t be necessary. 
However, the players will be al-
lowed in the shared facilities as 
little as possible and not allowed 
to have contact with any person 

outside their ‘bubble’. 
Both players and staff will un-

dergo PCR testing before and 
during the tournament. There 
will also be a reduced number 
of scorekeepers and line judges. 

“Great environment” 
“In March we were more than 
ready to start the tournament 
but due to the corona pandemic 
it was cancelled,” said the tour-

nament director and CEO of 
Champ Events España, Ronnie 
Leitgeb, at the press conference 
to present tournament last week. 
“Now I am very happy that we 
are one of the few [tournaments] 
that are still able to go ahead. 
We have this great environment 
at Puente Romero where the 
players can stay in the hotel right 
next door to the tennis club and 
that helps a lot.” 

The press conference was also 
attended by the President of the 
Royal Spanish Tennis Federa-
tion, Miguel Díaz; the Sports 
councillor for Marbella, Manuel 
Cardeña; the founder and CEO 
of AnyTech365, Janus R. Niel-
sen; the accommodation direc-
tor of the Puente Romano Hotel, 
Javier Saavedra; the represen-
tative of Helicópteros Sanitarios, 
Javier Navarro and tenor 
Rodrigo Orrego. 

Participants 
Among the participants will be 
several players in the top 100 of 
the world rankings: the Italian 
Gianluca Mager (96th), Argen-
tinian Federico Coria (86th) and 
Spaniards Roberto Carballés 
(99th) and Pedro Martínez 
(92nd). 

The presence of Carlos Al-
caraz, from Murcia, who at 17 
years of age is already knocking 
on the door of the top 150, is 
bound to attract the most atten-
tion of fans of Spanish tennis, 
with many people singling him 
out as one of the country’s great 
hopes for the future. 

The most notable absentee, 
however, will be local boy Ale-
jandro Davidovich who has other 
commitments but was expected 
to feature when the event was 
originally scheduled to take 
place between 30 March and 5 
April.

Local authorities, organisers and sponsors at the tournament’s presentation last week.  J. R.

Puente Romano creates its own Covid ‘bubble’ for 
the Marbella Challenger which returns tomorrow

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. Having missed out on 
a spot in the final of the 
Bett1Hulks Indoors last week 
following his semi-final defeat 
to top seed Alexander Zverev, 
local tennis star Alejandro Davi-
dovich is hoping to go at least 
one better in the  second ATP250 
tournament in Cologne (Ger-
many) in the space of a fortnight, 
the similarly named Bett1Hulks 
Championship.  

The 21-year-old is into the 
quarterfinals where he is likely 
to meet second seed Diego 
Schwartzman today, Friday, af-
ter seeing off American Steve 
Johnson in two sets (7-6 (3), 6-3) 
in the round of 16 on Wednesday. 

In the latest ATP rankings re-
leased on Monday, Davidovich 
leapt up to 64th place - his ca-
reer best so far.

Davidovich climbs 
to career-best ATP 
ranking after strong 
showing in Cologne
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE many clients actively look-
ing for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Cala-
honda. Call Joe 626864683 

I WANT to buy a 2 bedrooms prop-
erty in Torrevieja or Orihuela costa. 
Cash buyer max 40.000€ marbar-
cos49@yahoo.es Tel watsup 
0034653987928I 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA: 2 bed, 1 bath, fur-
nished apartment. Parking. 550 
Euros per month  Whatsapp 
00447955405153 

TORREQUEBRADA:  3 bed town-
house, parking, furnished, fantas-
tic sea views.  1,000 Euros per month  
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

BENALMADENA Costa: Large apart-
ment, 100mts terrace,  front sea 
views, all day sunny. Beside beach. 
Winter and Spring  season. More in-
formation 654508601 

BENALMADENA  Costa, nice stu-
dio apartment, terrace, 350 
euros/month. 679111522 

BENALMADENA Pueblo, La Alqui-
bla: 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom apart-
ment, closed urbanisation with gar-
den, 2 swimming pools, parking. 
800 Euros. 640888415 

Estepona 

2 PENTHOUSE apartments avail-

able for short term rent. (Avail-

able immediately). Pelican Park 

Benavista. 2 bed, 2 bath. 285Eu-

ros weekly. Paid in full in advance 

+ refundable deposit. Call Joanne 

00447418007069

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA Benalmadena area, 
selection of the best long term rent-
als. 608450001 Phone/ WhatsApp 

 BOLICHES beach, beautiful 2 bed-
rooms, terrace, 750 euros/month. 
679111522 

FUENGIROLA Studio Apt. in PYR 
hotel. Sleeps 4, sea & harbour views. 
650€ all inclusive. 621 215730 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN  large townhouse, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, patio. 550 
euros/month. 679111522 

COIN  countryhouse, 2 bedrooms, 
terraces, 450 euros/month. 
679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

Mijas 

MIJAS Pueblo, central. One bed-
room apartment. Community pool. 
Eur400. 650192127 

MIJAS  Costa, large 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, terraces, garage, pool, 
850 euros/month. 679111522 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella. 678791495 
sparklenripple@hotmail.com 
www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287  

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according 
your needs. Also, we can turn your 
antic pool into a new pool design. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
+34610502623  

WWW.PERFECTPOOLS.ES main-
tenance, repairs, renovations.  
Also the very latest technology in 
pool heaters, covers, rollers.  
info@perfectpools.es Tel. 
650348785 

Garden 

THE ARBORIST: Specialist tall tree 
jobs. Cheapest price. Also painting 
houses/ apartments/ villas. 
Whatsapp 637203528 Check Face-
book/ Instagram: Spacialtall tree 
jobs 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also 
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623. 
www.dreamgarden.es  

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/palms. On the Costa since 
1998. Office: +34711010971/ 
+34600260534 arbolista@spain-
tree.com/  www.spaintree.com 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING, rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH 
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES.  
costadiggers@hotmail.com 
www.costadiggers.com 
678450051  

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists. 
Established 2005. 
634315264//652640871 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

DO YOU need a handyman for all 
your odd jobs around the house? 
Ring Bill 603243984 

BUILDER/ Handyman seeks work. 
Malaga/Marbella. Own tools, van. 
My work on Facebook: Pavlo Handy-
man. 622336727 

Plumbers 

CITY and Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com  

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture. 
Wallpapering. Call/Whatsapp: Dan-
iel 628066308 www.rainbowpin-
turas.com 

Doors 

DRAINS blocked? Call David 
952568414, 661910772. HP Jet-
ting, CCTV survey. Drain-tech So-
lutions  

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 expert-
gates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/605356469 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Awnings-Blinds 

SUNSHINE blinds , awnings shut-
ters repairs motorized cheap toldos 
persianas fix electrify cheap awn-
ings shutters repair motorized cheap 
952467783/ 680323969 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered coast 
and inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199  

POLISH  your marble or clean ter-
race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30 
years experience guaranteed work. 
671244683 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Repairs 
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Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 

and doors direct from our factory. 

We measure! We make! We fit! 

952587482/ 678768454. gene-

vawindows@gmail.com  

www.dandmprojects.com Spe-
cialist manufactures, installers. 
Highest quality UPVC windows, 
doors, enclosures, persianas. Glass 
replacement fully guaranteed. 
Trade/ public. Showroom. 
952667761/ 680828000  

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/ 679284959 

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive.  www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287  

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

Cleaning Services 
OVEN cleaning domestic, commer-
cial, professional cleaned from 40 
Euros. 611283162 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27 years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

SUSAN Cleaner/ Carer/ Translator. 
603252897 

COUPLE self-employed: Doing all 
household works, painting, main-
tenance, etc. Coin/ Alhaurin El 
Grande/ Alhaurin de la Torre/ La Cala 
areas. WhatsApp 691217194 Insurance 

General Services 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
upholstery, made to measure, 
wide range fabrics/foam. 
672800887 judeinspain@hot-
mail.com 

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Translators 

TRANSLATIONS All languages. 
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com 

OFFICIAL translations. all languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654 613 094. 
sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147  al-
an1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

MIJAS Costa Urb. Doña Lola: Local 
60m2 with 2 terraces. 950 Euros 
month. 626248132 

FUENGIROLA: Local 72m2 for rent, 
previous business was a Clinic. 650 
Euros month. 626248132 

Others 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

DO YOU need help? Are you having 
financial/property problems, if so 
gave us a call Tel: 696 580044 

REMOVALS AND 

STORAGE 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
livieries, clearances. 20 Euros hour 
+ fuel. Steve 602637242 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 
on time. 651081610 

STORAGE Clean dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MoveIT-StoreIT.com Man van re-
movals from 20E/Hr. Local & Euro-
pean. Storage containers in Mar-
bella. David 696810618 

STORAGE Lowest price guaranteed! 
Packaging materials. Self Storage 
Marbella 952811311 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917  

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655 

BRITSH Removal Company SL. 
Regular service Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Best 
prices. Fully legal British Removal 
Company 
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WORLDWIDE shipping, door2door 
service. British Removal Company 
SL. www.brcspain.com 
952426463 

VANMOVES. Small removals, clear-
ances, Ikea collections, 20eur/ hourly. 
Experienced. 603257612 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071  

FURNITUREwanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

QUALITY Bric-a-Brac wanted. Top 
prices! Quick collection. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. House/ 
garage/ bar clearances. Steve 
602637242 

CASH: Wanted furniture, garden, 
house, garage, shop. Gold, diamond, 
watches, antiques, electrics, cars. 
660366033 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673  

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-

stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 

or Spanish...685524921 

CARS WANTED, UK or Spanish best 

prices, also embargos/finance/lost 

papers. Problems solved. 

678808837 

WANTED Cars & vans. Free col-

lection same day. 685524921 

ALL CARS Commericals wanted any 
age, any condition. Cash. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

PHONE me first or last! I pay more! 
Cars, vans, caravans. UK or Span-
ish. 660366033 

VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 2013. 
NEW ITV UNTIL AUGUST 2022. 5 
DOOR. MANUAL. 125,000KMS AP-
PROX 77,000MLES. CD PLAYER. 
AIRCONDITION. SUPER SILVER. 
VOLKSWAGEN ENOUGH SAID 
7,250 EUROS. SEE PHOTOS 
www.robertsoncars-spain.com 
SAMANTHA 952832173/ 
WHATSAPP 6068658785 

DIESEL 2007, PEUGEOT 1007, 1.4 
ONLY 88,000KMS. (APPROX 
54,000MILES). ELECTRIC SIDE 
OPENING DOORS, HIGH SEATING, 
GREAT FOR BAD BACKS, KNEES. 
AIR CONDITION. LOW LOW KMS. 
LOW PRICE... 3,250 EUROS. SEE 
PHOTO www.robertsoncars-
spain.com SAMANTHA 952832173 
WHATSAPP 608658785 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped, 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

TRANSMATIC Automatic gearbox 
specialists. All models including clas-
sic cars, serviced, repaired and re-
conditioned. Also 4x4 transfer boxes 
and power steering. Call 
952796166/ 615834322. 
info@transmatic.es www.trans-
matic.es 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION register your 
UK vehicles asap before import tax 
have to be paid due to Brexit. 
www.meexpress.net 
+34952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 67978669/ 
606101807 

NAUTICAL 
SPLASH Nautica RYA License Train-
ing center for powerboats & jetskis. 
Cabopino & Fuengirola. Waters sport, 
Dolphin trips, and private luxury 
boat charters. Boat sales. 
Tel/Whatsapp Barry 
0034670659218 

PUERTO Banús 8M  mooring for 
rental. Tel 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 
Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web:  www.lo-
calsoft.com 

dpi Real Estate is looking for a tele-
phone closer to join its successful 
team of sale professionals. Excel-
lent working conditions, basic sal-
ary and commission with very high 
earning potential. Please call 
952806609 or CV info@directprop-
ertyinvestments.com 

PERSONAL 
Meeting Point 

expatswing.com Top website to 
meet liberated adults for fun 

OUTGOING attractive lady, seeks 
likeminded gentleman, kind, well 
educated. Proper relationship only. 
602431794 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia 
656350401 

MASSAGE specialist Benalmádena. 
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65. 
622231133 

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmádena. Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289 

MATURE male masseur for men. 
Velez-Malaga. Tel. 
00447566231704 Whatsapp 

FUENGIROLA: Balines, antistress, 
soothing full body masage by silk 
hands!! 600231544 

THERAPEUTIC male masseur: Re-
laxant massage for men. Whatsapp 
632629075 

JAPANESE mature masseuse: Groin 
shaving & massage. Benalmadena 
Costa. 610396186 

AMERICAN Lady offers Swedish 
massage. Benalmadena Costa (Wind-
mill roundabout). Senior Citizens 
50% discount. 658336295 

SPECIAL OFFER: THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGES 44,99 EUROS!! APPOINT-
MENTS 637369920/ 642751070 

Therapists 

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-
selling & Psychosexual thera-py 
COSRT & BACP Accredited. Indi-
viduals&Couples +447813944146 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Ri-
chard  

ITEC Diploma courses in massage, 
reflexology and others. Also online. 
www.naturaclass.net 951311216 

ESTEPONA Estética center body fa-
cial anti- aging anti- cellulite firm-
ing slimming lymphatic drainage 
reiki therapy 632 958 974 

Others 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  

(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack.  

From 22 Euros per pack  10.   gadg-

etman3b53@gmail.com 

MALE female Viagra, kamagra jel-

lys, cialis, delivery mail  order via-

gra4you19@gmail.com. 672883025 

Dentists 

TV / SATELLITE 

Others 

BBC SYSTEM150 euros uk chann-
les iptv 25 Euros include Europeens 
channels Jose Sotto Since 1973 mo-
bile 670443838  Telephone 
952443838, email: josesottoam-
selem77@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 

solved! Error messages fixed, vi-

ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 

repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-

ice. Collection and Return avail-

able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired/up-

graded. Data Recovery. 18yrs help-

ing people. info@soltecspain.com 

Neil: 662379899  

PC SUPPORT. Fix computers, les-
sons and web sites. Home visits.  
618559494. Email: Contact@sun-
nit.com 

CLASSES 
SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience.  Own 
method: simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents 617879834 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/630197435 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. Call: 
685400216 www.petca-
respain.com Follow us on Face-
book at Petcare Spain 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Lady Gaga 2. Shakira 3. Rita 
Hayworth 4. Ginger Rogers

Who is Margarita Cansino 
better known as?

1. Ginger Rogers 2. Marilyn 
Monroe 3. Veronica Lake            
4. Cyd Charisse 

And Virginia McMath?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11432

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

With the change in the season there is a 

chance to change and inspire. Tweak 

your day. Walk and exercise with 

friends.        

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

 Indulge your senses in things that 

improve wellbeing and mood. Doing 

things with your partner can be a great 

escape from stress.     

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Despite any restrictions you will 

manage to make contact with new 

people. This shows a new way forward.  

However, be sure to keep up contact 

with friends and relatives.    

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Changing the way that you feel about 

everyday life is not easy but we are all 

making adjustments. Look to young 

people and technical innovations.      

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

With your talent for seeing all sides of 

a situation you have been able to help 

others in a practical way. Now make 

sure you give a cheerful and 

optimistic face to the world.    

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

A few nice surprises greet you this 

week. Sometimes they are hard to spot 

as someone does not want to make a 

fuss..   

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

In these duller days we all need a bit of 

hope and colour. A lick of paint and 

bright cushions can make all the 

difference to your mood. Share walks 

with a friend to get that healthy glow.         

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

With your eyes firmly on the next thing 

you really are an inspiration. Small 

changes bring big results. That is 

something you should try and convince 

your friends of.    

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Aim to be more independent and go 

ahead yourself rather than rely on 

others. For every hiccup you encounter 

you will also find a smile.   

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

No incentive? Think of what you really 

crave in your life. Know that you can 

start the journey to get it. There are lot 

of negative people around at the 

moment. Is it fingers in ears time?   

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

The need or desire to stay indoors more 

does not mean that you cannot be 

outgoing with your emotions. Young 

relatives are keen to show the way on 

technology.    

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

When improving your own life you 

automatically improve the lives of 

others, from volunteering to getting 

together for chats or classes. Moments 

of fun can seem like gold dust. 

5 6 2 8

3 2 6 9

7

1 2

1 4 5

8 5 6 4

6 8 2 5 7

3 9

1 4

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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Across Down

WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

Answer: Rita Hayworth. 
Of interest: Margarita Carmen 
Cansino was born in Brooklyn, New 
York in 1918. Her father, Eduardo 
Cansino, was from Castilleja la 
Cuesta near Seville. She became 
part of the Dancing Cansinos when 
she was twelve and was signed by 
Fox when she was 16. She died aged 
68 from Alzheimers.  
Answer: Ginger Rogers 
Of interest: Virginia Katherine 
McMath was an American actress 
and dancer famous for dancing with 
Fred Astaire although he purported 
as saying Rita Hayworth was his 
favourite partner.

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is M.  
Mortgage, mandate, damages, 
all financial terms.

Last week:  
Écijar 

The large sculpture on the roundabout 
in Avenida Miguel de Cervantes in 
Écijar, Seville is a tribute to the writer 
and was designed by a local artist 
Rafael González Armenta.  

Cake carrying monument

Language Crossword

CORONAVIRUS ADVICE

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone

Coronavirus information

955 545 060 900 40 00 61

If you have symptoms call
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T
he Iberian lynx is slowly 
coming out of the ICU in 
which it has been for nearly 

two decades. The efforts of ecolo-
gists and the public authorities to 
rescue this species, which was in 
danger of extinction, are continu-
ing to bear fruit: the lynx popula-
tion has increased ten-fold since 
2002, and 894 now roam freely on 
the Iberian peninsula.  

After the first phase, which in-
creased the number of individual 
lynxes, the conservation pro-
grammes are now focusing on con-
necting the different colonies to 
create a self-sufficient population. 
This will also improve the genetic 
variability of the species and help 
to make it stronger.  

This has been a spectacular leap 
since ecologists raised the alarm 
about what appeared to be the in-
evitable disappearance of lynxes 
at the end of the 1990s. Since then, 
and thanks to the European Un-
ion’s Life programmes in which  
administrations and conservation 
groups participate, it has been a 
race with numerous challenges. 
The first was to stop the decline 
of the species; then to begin breed-
ing in captivity and reintroducing 
the cats into the most suitable en-
vironments; and finally to settle 
the lynx population in its histori-
cal territories.  

The Iberian lynx project is the 
most highly praised conservation-
ist programme of all and is the ex-
ample to be followed for other spe-
cies in danger of extinction. At the 
moment 583 lynxes are living 
freely, 476 (81.6%) in Spain and 
the other 107 in Portugal. In addi-
tion, 311 kittens were born in 2019. 
Most of the lynxes on the Iberian 
peninsula live in one of the four 
stable and consolidated commu-
nities in Andalucía: Andújar-Car-
deña (145), the Guarrizas river area 
in Jaén (71), Doñana-Aljarafe (69) 
and Guadalmellato in Cordoba (46), 
and a further three are loose in dif-
ferent parts of the region. There 
are also 84 in Castilla-La Mancha 
(84) and 58 in Extremadura.  

One of the measures for evalu-

ating success is the amount of re-
producing females.  

The Unión Internacional para 
la Conservación de la Naturaleza 
(UICN) says that, for a species to 
move out of the ‘in danger of ex-
tinction’ classification and into 
merely being ‘vulnerable’, 125 re-
producing females are needed for 
at least five years. This target was 
reached two years ago, and at the 
moment there are 188 reproduc-
ing females on the peninsula, 120 
of them in Andalucía. 

 However, enviromentalists 
aren’t patting themselves on the 
back yet. “We’re still only half way. 
It will take at least 20 years before 
we can say the species is recov-
ered and in normal conditions,” 
says Ramón Pérez de Ayala, the 
World Wildlife Fund coordinator 
of large carnivores.  

Avoiding a limited gene pool 
He explains that in the next five 
years the Life programme will fo-
cus on consolidating these popu-
lations and the settlements in 
which they are located, and con-
necting these territories. It is a 
fundamental task because it in-
volves improving the genetic di-
versity of the lynxes and prevent-
ing the limited gene pool that de-
bilitates any species and makes 
it less resistant to a change or 
threat from the ecosystem.   

“The best way to connect 
them naturally is to create small 
communities in intermediate 
areas to shorten the distances, 
but it isn’t easy,” he says. The 
habitat has to be suitable; at least 
10,000 hectares with sufficient 
rabbits, and where the closest 
human communities do not pose 
an excessive risk in terms of 
hunting or road accidents - the 
two main causes of death. As the 
numbers reintroduced are small, 
any incident can affect the bal-
ance of the population.  

“We have previous experience 
and know what we have to do, 
now we just have to think about 
the best way to do it,” says Pé-
rez de Ayala. 

 10 times as many as in 2002. 
 The latest census shows that 
there are nearly 900 lynxes  
on the peninsula now, 
including adults and kittens

The rebirth of  
the Iberian 
lynx 
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A female lynx and her kitten.  R. C.

583 
Last year there were 583 
lynxes on the peninsula, 
107 in Portugal and 476 in 
Spain, and 311 kittens were 
born in 2019.  
 

334 
Andalucía is home to 70% of 
the lynxes in Spain (334), 
followed by Castilla-La Man-
cha and Extremadura.


