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Eugenia, a care home 
 resident, was the first  

person in Malaga 
province to get a jab 
against Covid-19.  SUR
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The transition out of the EU for 
the United Kingdom came to an 
end this week and, with it, the 
free movement of British citizens 
to live and work in Spain, unless 
they are official residents.  

Groups in Spain who had cam-
paigned for more support for Brit-
ish residents affected by Brexit 

expressed relief over the UK gov-
ernment’s last-minute agreement 
on zero-tariff trade. The rights of 
expats in Spain had already been 
decided in the earlier Withdrawal 
Agreement, signed last January.  

While British MPs backed the 
final trade deal on the future re-
lationship with the EU with a large 
majority on Wednesday, there 
was still no word on a separate 
deal needed over the border be-
tween Spain and Gibraltar. 

The EU gave that responsibil-
ity to London and Madrid di-
rectly and fears were growing 
ahead of New Year that there 
could be chaos getting in and 
out of the Rock.  P4&7

Brexit expat groups give a cautious  
welcome to the UK’s new deal with the EU

As the clock ticked 
towards the end of the 
transition period, there 
was hope that the 
separate Gibraltar deal 
would be done in time

Relief for hospitality 
businesses in 
Andalucía as tighter 
Covid restrictions are 
avoided   P3

Malaga-made bubbly 
is growing in 
popularity as a good-
quality tipple to 
celebrate with   P20

The initial phase will focus on care homes and health 
workers but the vaccination campaign won’t start in 
earnest until more supplies of the Pfizer vaccine arrive  P2

A shot in the arm 
for the new year
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Some 130 people locally 
were vaccinated last 
Sunday on the first day of 
the EU-wide rollout, but 
mass vaccination will not 
ramp up until into January 

SUR 

MALAGA. “I’m not scared, I’m calm; 
I don’t feel nervous,” said 88 year-
old Eugenia as she sat waiting to 
become the first person in Malaga 
province to be vaccinated against 
Covid-19 last Sunday. “This has 
got to be done, that’s that,” she 
added.  

Eugenia, a resident in a care 
home in the El Palo district of 
Malaga city, was one of 130 peo-
ple locally to be injected with the 
first of their two doses of the Pfizer 
vaccine. 

Last Sunday was the first day 
that people across the countries of 
the EU started getting the vaccine, 
and the Andalucía region had some 
2,000 injections to give out. This 
was more of a token start to the 
massive campaign ahead, with 
more doses not expected to arrive 
until this week and the real vol-
ume of vaccinations due to start 
in January, when some 70,000 
doses a week are expected to be 
delivered to the region.  

Among those receiving the jab 
with Eugenia were 73 residents at 
the same home and six staff. 

Across Malaga city a little later 
on Sunday, 50 staff from a variety 
of departments at the large Hos-
pital Clínico had been selected as 
the first recipients. The first here 
was José Luis Velasco, a lung spe-
cialist at the hospital. 

The vaccinations continued on 

Monday with 100 residents at the 
main care home in  
Estepona. 

In Malaga province, including 
the Costa del Sol, there will be 38 
vaccination hubs that people will 
be directed to, of which 15 will be 
mobile to go out to care homes and 
other centres.  

Nationally, a resident and a 
carer at the Los Olmos care home 
in Guadalajara, to the north-east 
of Madrid, were the first two peo-
ple in Spain to receive doses of 
the Covid-19 vaccine on Sunday 
morning. 

At 96-years-old Araceli,  
the oldest resident of the care 
home, confessed, “I was a little 
nervous.”

First batch of vaccines to arrive are given  
to care home residents and hospital staff

ÁLVARO SOTO 

MADRID. Following the choreo-
graphed first vaccinations 
across the EU on Sunday, 
there was a slowdown at the 
start of the week in Spain 
while more supplies arrived. 

In the end, 369,525 doses 
of the Pfizer / BioNtech vac-
cine arrived early on Tues-
day at airports in Madrid, Bar-
celona, Vitoria, Valencia and 
Seville, allowing for the vac-
cination to begin again in ear-
nest on Wednesday morning. 

The arrival of the vaccines 
had been delayed for a day af-
ter a “logistics problem” at 
Pfizer. 

“Due to a minor logistical 
problem, we have resched-
uled a limited number of our 
deliveries. The logistics issue 
has been resolved and those 
deliveries are now being 
shipped,” Pfizer stressed. 

The army was called in to 
take some of these vaccines 
on to the Canaries and the 
Balearics. 

By April, Spain will have re-
ceived 4.6 million doses of 
the Pfizer vaccine that will al-
low it to vaccinate 2.3 million 
people, almost all the ‘at risk’ 
group, made up mainly of 
care home residents and their 
carers.

Almost 370,000 
Pfizer vaccines 
were flown into 
Spain on Tuesday 

José Luis Velasco, a specialist lung doctor at Malaga’s Hospital Clínico, gets his jab on Sunday afternoon.  SUR

Junta hopes half of 
Andalucía will be 
vaccinated by start  
of the summer  
The president of the Junta de 
Andalucía, Juanma Moreno, 
said last weekend that he 
hoped to have half of the An-
dalusian population of eight 
million people vaccinated by 
early next summer. 

The first concentrated 
phase of the campaign in 
January will focus on the eld-
erly in care homes and the 
staff that care for them. It will 

then move on to people work-
ing in the healthcare sector, 
ahead of the general  
population.  

However, Moreno said the 
vaccination of more than four 
million people across Anda-
lucía by summer will depend 
on the supply of doses pro-
vided by the national Minis-
try of Health each week. 

The president added that 
he was “excited and hopeful” 
with the start of the vaccina-
tion against Covid-19, which 
he considered a “first step” to 
soon regain the normality 
lost due to the pandemic.

Malaga province still has 
a lower Covid-19 rate, at 
123 positive tests per 
100,000 people, 
compared to Andalucía 
on 147 and Spain on 255 
SUR 

MALAGA. The regional Health min-
istry confirmed on Wednesday 
morning this week that there were 
five known cases of the new, more 
contagious “British” variant of 
coronavirus in Andalucía, with a 
further seven possible cases be-

ing analysed, six of which are on 
the Costa del Sol. One of those 
first five cases is in hospital 

The regional authorities have 
stepped up their extra analysis 
of samples from positive Covid 
patients in coastal areas, where 
there are most Britons, in their 
hunt for the new variant that was 
first reported in the UK.  

Four of the five first identified 
patients with the different strain 
recently arrived from the UK with 
the virus, despite bringing nega-
tive test results, and the fifth is a 
person who has been in direct 
contact with one of those.  

Of the five confirmed cases, 
three were found in Malaga prov-
ince and two in Granada. 

Case rates steady 
Andalucía was still showing a slow 
decline in its case rates in the fi-
nal few days of 2020, with any 
negative impact of the easing of 
restrictions over Christmas not 
showing as yet.  

On Wednesday (30 December), 
the average case rate per 100,000 
people in the previous 14 days in 
the region was 134, down from 
147 a week earlier. 

In Malaga province, including 

the Costa del Sol, the 14-day case 
rate was 123.4, almost the same 
as 122.8 from a week earlier. 

The daily figure of new cases 
for Andalucía was 1,414 on 
Wednesday this week, the high-
est daily figure since November, 
although Wednesday data nor-

mally shows an increase. 
Despite the increase, the re-

gion had one of the lowest rates 
of contagion in Spain. The aver-
age national rate announced on 
Tuesday evening this week was 
255 per 100,000 people in the 
previous 14 days. 

‘British’ variant detected on Costa  
among recent arrivals from the UK

Some Malaga Airport arrivals tested positive.  S. SALAS (FILE PHOTO)
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Across Spain, 600,000 
jobs are believed to have 
been lost due to the 
pandemic and it will take 
four years to get back to 
normal again, a study says  
P. MARTÍNEZ / L. PALACIOS

 
MALAGA / MADRID. The tourism 
crisis caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic has led to estimated 
losses of 10.3 billion euros across 
Malaga province, according to a 
Costa del Sol Tourism report. 

Officials estimate that the num-
ber of tourist visits lost in 2020 
in the province will amount to 9.4 
million people, which represents 
a drop of 71.7 per cent over the 
total number of visitors in 2019. 

In the Turismo Costa del Sol 
report, ‘Effects on Employment, 
The Number of Tourists and The 
Economy’, it is calculated that six 
billion euros have been lost di-
rectly by the tourism sector (ho-
tels, bars and restaurants) and a 
further 4.3 billion euros indirectly,  
through damage inflicted on other 
business sectors, such as food 
suppliers or taxi drivers. 

The collapse in tourism has al-
ready forced the closure of 1,785 
companies and destroyed the jobs 
of 17,605 workers locally. 

At a national level 
A further, year-end report gives 
an insight into the economic effect 
of Covid-19 across Spain.   Ac-
cording to an annual work study 
by recruiters Adecco, it will take 

four years for employment lev-
els to reach their pre-coronavi-
rus levels nationally. 

The pandemic has destroyed  
some 600,000 jobs, it says, and 
in 2021 only 200,000 will be cre-
ated again. There has been a 3.5 
per cent fall in people working 
year-on-year  but in the under-
25s age group this drop is as high 
as 20 per cent, the study found. 

Covid crisis estimated to have 
cost the Costa 10 billion euros 

Most hotels on the Costa have been closed since September.  ÑITO SALAS

The regional president 
praised people’s efforts 
to keep the virus under 
control over the 
Christmas holidays  

SUR  

MALAGA. The president of An-
dalucía, Juanma Moreno, con-
firmed last Sunday that the spe-
cial measures to control the pan-
demic will not be changed for 
the New Year. 

Moreno said, “Thanks to eve-
ryone’s effort it’s been possible 
to get to the beginning of Christ-
mas with reasonably low infec-
tion and hospitalisation rates.” 

The regional committee of ex-
perts decided not to impose any 
further modification or tighten-
ing of the current restrictions 
that will remain in place until 
10 January. A review will be car-
ried out on 4 January. 

Moving between Andalucía’s 
eight provinces is allowed and 
the hospitality industry will be 
able to continue serving from 
8pm until 10.30pm. 

From 6 to 8pm, bars and res-
taurants may serve nonalcoholic 
drinks only, providing they are 
licensed as a café. 

Shops can stay open until 
9pm and the curfew is still set 
between 11pm and 6am, except 
on New Year’s Eve, when it starts 
at 1.30am on 1 January. 

In homes, up to ten people 
can get together on New Year’s 
Eve - with the advice that “they 
do not mix more than two 
groups sharing a home”, while 
the maximum number of din-
ers per table in a restaurant con-
tinues to be six.

Andalucía confirms no new 
Covid-19 restrictions for New 
Year and a review on 4 January

Moreno speaking last Sunday.  EFE
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Bremain and Brexpats 
vowed to continue to 
work to protect Britons’ 
rights by working closely 
with authorities in Spain 

JENNIE RHODES 

MALAGA. Reactions to the EU-UK 
Trade and Cooperation Agree-
ment have come in from Spain-
based Brexit campaign groups. 
Speaking as British MPs debated 
its contents in the House of Com-
mons, Sue Wilson, Chair of Bre-
main in Spain, said, “After weeks 
of uncertainty, news of a trade 
deal between the UK and the EU 
came as a relief. Although a deal 
was welcome, it was not a cause 
for celebration – merely the lesser 
of two evils. A bad deal really was 

a better option than no deal at 
all.”  

Although Britons’ rights in 
Spain had already been guaran-
teed, so there was little change 
for those already legally resi-
dent, or in the process of getting 
residency here, a deal does re-
inforce that guarantee, said  
observers. 

Anne Hernández, President 
of Brexpats in Spain, explained, 
“The deal that the UK has struck 
with the EU isn’t a good deal but 
it is obviously better than no 
deal.” 

She went on to say, “However, 
we Brits in the EU have no sup-
port whatsoever, no represen-
tation in any parliament and 
since the referendum we have 
been out on a limb, most defi-
nitely out of sight and out of 

mind. Left to our own devices, 
we have had to rely on Spain to 
defend and support us and they 
have done their absolute best to 
meet the demand of our appli-
cations for TIEs and exchange 
of UK driving licences.” 

Travel and Erasmus+ 
A big relief for businesses that op-
erate between the UK and Spain 
was the agreement on zero-tariff 
trade between the EU and the UK 

and the inclusion of aviation and 
arrangements for airlines in the 
deal, allowing people to “travel to 
and from the EU easily”. 

The deal includes provisions 
for future social security coor-
dination, such as on state pen-
sions, and confirms 90-day visa-
free travel within any 180-day 
period for tourists and business 
traveller and for cross-border 
workers. 

One of the biggest disappoint-
ments for many was the ending 
of the Erasmus+ programme for 
British students to live and study 
abroad.  Dublin has confirmed 
that it will continue to fund 
Northern Irish students’ partici-
pation in the scheme. 

Gibraltar was still undecided 
At the time of press, negotiations 
were still ongoing over Gibral-
tar, as stated in part seven of the 
agreement, ‘Territorial Scope’: 
“The UK, Gibraltar and Spain 
will continue to negotiate ar-
rangements to seek the best pos-
sible outcome for the people of 
Gibraltar and surrounding area.” 

Campaign and support organi-
sations including Bremain and 
Brexpats in Spain have vowed to 
carry on working closely with 
authorities in Spain and in par-
ticular the British Embassy. 

“Plans are afoot for 2021, we 
shall continue to be needing help 
from Spain,” Hernández told SUR.

Brexit campaign groups welcome 
trade deal but lament loss of rights

NEIL HESKETH  

MALAGA. With the clock ticking 
on the deadline for Britons to 
register residency in Spain to 
take advantage of the terms of 
the EU Withdrawal Agreement, 
the UK Embassy launched a fi-
nal reassuring message of 2020. 
“If you are unable to complete 
the registration process before 
1 January, you will still be pro-
tected...as long as you were le-
gally living in Spain before the 
end of 2020,” said the statement. 
“That means meeting the EU 
free movement conditions of 
working, being self-employed, 
or having sufficient income and 
comprehensive healthcare cover 
to support you during your re-
tirement or studies.” 

From 1 January, Britons can 
only stay in Spain for up to 90 
days in any 180 day period if  
they are not legally resident. 
Visitors’ passports are expected 
to be date stamped at airports. 

Within the latest EU-UK deal 
there is good news however, as 
a form of EHIC emergency 
health cover for all UK visitors 
is set to continue into the future. 

The right to use a UK driving 
licence by holidaymakers was 
also agreed, but not for resi-
dents, who face fines once a six-
month grace period ends.

Reassurance for 
those in residency 
limbo as clocks 
chime on end of 
transition period

Michelle Stewart has led a 
team of over 100 people 
answering up to 10,000 
calls a day in 16 languages 
during the pandemic  

SUR IN ENGLISH
 

MALAGA. The operations man-
ager at the UK government’s in-
ternational consular contact cen-
tre, based in Malaga, has been 
awarded the MBE in Britain’s 
New Year Honours List. 

Michelle Stewart will col-
lect her award for services 
to British nationals over-
seas, it was revealed on 
Thursday this week. 

The Costa-based centre 
is the hub for calls from 
around the world and 
operates 24 hours a day. 

Over 100 remote staff work in 
16 foreign languages to provide 
support, taking day-to-day pres-
sure off UK consulates globally. 
They have faced extra workload 
throughout the pandemic when 
the number of calls coming in 
surged from 2,000 to 10,000 a 
day at times. 

Michelle first joined the UK 
Foreign, Commonwealth and De-
velopment Office as a team 
leader at the centre after an ear-
lier career in tourism.   

British Ambassador Hugh El-
liott said: “Michelle’s calm 

and focused leadership 
and resilience has al-
lowed her to manage a 
global team successfully 

during this unprece-
dented and protracted 
global emergency this 
year.”  

Boss of UK Consulate’s 
international call centre  
in Malaga is given MBE

Michelle 
Stewart

A big relief for businesses 
that operate between the 
UK and Spain was the 
agreement on zero tariffs 
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RINCÓN DE LA 
VICTORIA 

SUR.   Rincón de la Victoria town 
hall launched an animal wel-
fare campaign on Monday 
aimed at educating residents 
about giving pets as Christmas 
presents.  

The campaign, which will 
mainly be run via the council’s 
social media sites, shows a 
Teckel puppy with the slogan ‘I 
am forever’ with a soft toy ver-
sion of the same breed of dog 
with the words ‘and I am a 
Christmas present’ next to it. 

Councillor María Carmen 
Cañizares explained that the 
idea was to remind people that 
“including a pet in the family 
comes with changes to life-
style and pace of life.” 

The town hall also aims to 
promote the responsible 
adoption of animals rather 
than buying them from breed-
ers, as well as laws against 
mistreatment and abandon-
ment of animals, which Mayor 
Francisco Salado pointed out 
are “criminal offences.” 

NERJA 

Dolores Platero has 
worked as Estate Manager 
for 40 years while Keith 
Taylor has stepped down 
as President and 15 years  
on the committee 

JENNIE RHODES 

NERJA. A double retirement cere-
mony took place at the El Capis-
trano residential development  in 
Nerja last Wednesday for both 
Dolores Platero, who has been the 
Estate Manager for 40 years and 
Keith Taylor who stepped down 
in September as President after 
four years in the role.  

Prior to becoming president 
when Alfons Mettel retired four 
years ago, Keith had been vice 
president and committee mem-
ber for a total of 15 years.  

A small outdoor ceremony was 
held on 23 December when 
plaques were unveiled for both 
Dolores and Keith.  

Both admitted that the event 
was a “complete surprise” and 
had thought they were going along 
to give a brief speech about the 
other. “I had prepared something 
to say about Keith,” Dolores 
laughed, adding, “so it was a com-
plete surprise when I realised that 
Keith had prepared a speech 
about me.” Keith said exactly the 

same thing about Dolores.  
Keith, 75, explained to SUR in 

English that he and his wife Pat 
moved to Capistrano in 1996 
when he retired from his dental 
practice in Mansfield, Notting-
hamshire. The couple were soon 
“drawn into everything” Keith 
explained.  

By the mid 2000s Keith was on 
the executive committee before 
becoming vice president. In early 
2017 when Alfons retired he took 
over as president. 

Keith speaks very highly of Dolo-
res, describing her as a “remark-
able woman”. He explained that 
she “guided” him through a num-

ber of problems during his presi-
dency with “total professionalism”.  

Both Keith and Dolores spoke 
of the ups and downs of manag-
ing a large community like Cap-
istrano, with 530 homes belong-
ing to people of many different 
nationalities with an annual 
budget of over one million euros. 

They mentioned disputes with 
the town hall, problems with wa-
ter suppliers and developers as 
well as the problems the Covid-
19 pandemic has brought, but 
both said there had been “a lot of 
good times too”. Dolores’s last day 
will be 8 January, a day after her 
65th birthday. 

Surprise joint retirement 
ceremony at El Capistrano

NERJA 

A. F / E. C. / F. T.  Three Guardia 
Civil officers were seriously in-
jured after a 28-year-old Brit-
ish man rammed their police 
vehicle in a stolen van during 
a high-speed chase along the 
A7 motorway on Tuesday.  

It is believed that the sus-
pect stole the van belonging to 
the Vélez-Málaga based López-
Pardo catering business in Mo-
tril when the driver left it open 
to deliver a package to a res-
taurant near the beach.  

Police were alerted to the 
theft and the van was located 
on the Algarrobo area of the 
motorway.   

When the van rammed the 
police vehicle it also tipped 
over into the central reserva-
tion. The driver tried to escape 
on foot but was caught after 
injuring two more officers 
while trying to resist arrest. 

A 40-year-old officer re-
mains in a critical condition in 
intensive care in Malaga’s 
 regional hospital.  

Brit arrested after 
stolen van involved 
in police chase 
leaves officer in 
critical condition

Rincón’s animal 
welfare campaign 
to promote 
responsible pet 
ownership

NERJA 

E. C.  As the Nerja Cave reopened 
to visitors last week for the sec-
ond time this year, local authori-
ties including the town hall and 

Nerja Cave foundation unveiled 
a series of changes at the Neolithic 
site. Improved signposting and 
entrance as well as clearer park-
ing and a children’s playground 
are all part of an investment pro-
gramme which has been rolled 
out while the cave has been closed 
due to Coronavirus restrictions. 

The authorities also set out ob-
jectives for 2021. It is hoped that 
around 270,000 visitors will ac-
cess the site, compared with 
410,000 in 2019. The annual mu-
sic and dance festival will be sus-
pended again next year.

Nerja Cave reopens 
for second time this 
year with improved 
access as well as 
objectives for 2021

Town hall and Nerja Cave Foundation officials at the new entrance.  E. C.

Dolores Platero (2nd left) and Keith Taylor (2nd right) last Wednesday.  SUR

NERJA 

E. C.  Guardia Civil officers ar-
rested eight people and seized 
1,535 kilogrammes of hashish 
in Nerja last weekend. 

The operation began in the 
early hours of Saturday morn-
ing after a semi-rigid boat typi-
cally used to transport hash-
ish in the Strait of Gibraltar 
was detected near the coast. 

The crew made for a beach 
in Nerja where one person was 
detained and seven more were 
later rounded up. Officers 
seized the boat as well as 24 
bales of hashish. 

Twenty plastic barrels, nor-
mally used for carrying fuel 
for boats, were found to have 
false bottoms and also con-
tained the drug. 

In total 1,535 kilogrammes 
of hashish were recovered.

Eight arrested and 
over 1.5 tonnes  
of hashish seized  
in Nerja during  
police operation

Photo of the drugs in Nerja. SUR
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Although the  
government on the Rock 
has not imposed a full 
lockdown, it is asking 
people not to mix with 
other households 
DEBBIE BARTLETT

 
GIBRALTAR. The chief minister of 
Gibraltar announced new restric-
tions at a press conference on 
Sunday afternoon, as Covid-19 
cases continued to rise at a very 
concerning rate. On that day, the 
number of active cases had 
reached a record 482 and 1,703 
people were in self-isolation, in-
cluding a large number of front-
line services personnel.  

Fabian Picardo said the virus 
was behaving differently now and 
was twice as infectious as it was 
before, explaining that “if we con-
tinue meeting and congregating 
outside of our households as if 
nothing was going on, the virus 
will continue to spread like wild-
fire. I am therefore left with no 
choice but to announce stricter 
measures for at least 14 days”. 

These measures included a cur-
few, starting that same evening, 
from 10pm until 6am, with certain 
exceptions such as people work-

ing, delivering food, walking a dog 
or seeking medical attention. 
Picardo said at the time that the 
curfew would be relaxed on New 
Year’s Eve, but on Tuesday night 

this was changed after advice 
from medical and public health 
experts and the curfew will there-
fore apply.  

All non-essential retail busi-
nesses had to close from Monday, 
as did hairdressers and beauty sa-
lons. The number of people allowed 
to gather was reduced to 12, but 
the chief minister urged everyone 
not to mix with others at all. He 
asked the over-70s in particular 
to act as if they were in full lock-
down: “We love you dearly. Our na-
tion is built on your effort. Lock-

ing you down would be the very 
safest route to take, but out of re-
spect for your sense of responsi-
bility, we are not doing so legally... 
so please do act responsibly. The 
vaccine is round the corner. We 
are almost there. Please do not put 
yourselves in danger now. Behave 
as if you were locked down by law, 
for your own good,” he said. 

Picardo also warned that fur-
ther restrictions may become nec-
essary and said he will make an-
other announcement on or before 
7 January.  Covid cases are rising sharply.  SUR

Shops close and a curfew 
is introduced as Covid-19 
cases rise in Gibraltar 

D. BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The 31 December 
deadline is upon us and at the time 
of going to press there was still no 
news about the separate agree-
ment needed over Gibraltar’s fu-
ture relationship with the EU once 
the transition period ends.  

The Gibraltar government has 
been negotiating with its Spanish 
counterpart, via the UK, on ways 
to prevent border problems if no 
agreement is reached. Chief min-
ister Fabian Picardo said recently 
that he was optimistic that a deal 
was very close, and Spain’s foreign 
minister expressed her concern 
over citizens both sides of the bor-
der, but neither had revealed what 
the final sticking points were, de-
spite speculation in the UK and 
Spanish media. Talks may con-
tinue beyond the deadline, but in 
that case the interim period from 
1 January could cause confusion 
and disruption at the border.

As the Brexit cut off 
arrives, a decision 
on Gibraltar’s future 
EU relationship goes 
down to the wire 
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MALAGA 

JUAN SOTO.  Spanish super-
market giant, Mercadona, has 
donated more than 260 ton-
nes of basic necessities to 
meal centres and charities 
across Malaga province. The 
chain has strengthened its 
collaboration with the Emaus 
meal kitchens in Estepona, 
Vélez-Málaga and Torremoli-
nos; the Casa de Asís, in An-
tequera; the Santo Domingo 
kitchen and the Yo soy Tú and 
el Cottolengo associations in 
Malaga city. Mercadona’s di-
rector of external relations in 
Malaga, Paco Rodríguez said 
this shows “the firm’s com-
mitment to be alongside  
the most disadvantaged 
groups”. 

“The exceptional situation 
...requires agility in our deci-
sions with a single objective: 
to respond to the needs of the 
most vulnerable,” he added. 

Mercadona donates to more 
than 280 meal centres, 60 
food banks and other chari-
ties in Spain and Portugal.

FUENGIROLA 

T. BRYANT.  A group of caring ex-
pats have formed a new support 
platform to help the local hos-
pitality industry overcome the 
devastating effects of the coro-
navirus pandemic. The brain-
child of Val Williams, the group 
aims to support local venues 
and artists by hosting charity 
events to raise funds to keep the 
industry afloat in 2021.   

Val has recently stepped 
down as president of Friends 
of the Theatre (FOTA), although 
she is not ready to retire just 
yet. The 81-year-old British ex-
pat held the position for 18 
years and in that time, she 
helped  raise more than 
120,000 euros for the theatre. 

As the Covid pandemic devel-

oped, Val became more worried 
about businesses struggling in 
the Mijas and Fuengirola areas  
and so she decided to set up a 
Facebook page called Simply 
Surviving. Val has secured the 
support of local entrepreneur 
Alan Boardman, founder of Mi-
jas Walking Tours. Alan, a long-
time supporter of the amateur 
entertainment industry on the 
coast, said that the group’s de-
sire is to “help revive the local 
entertainment industry”. 

The group, which already has 
more than 200 members, has 
arranged a series of events to 
take place in the new year, and 
these include a fun quiz at the 
Salón Varietés Theatre, one of 
the establishments that is cur-
rently experiencing severe fi-
nancial difficulties. 

Expats group provides 
support for struggling 
hospitality sector 

NERJA 

J. RHODES.  Members of Nerja’s 41 
Club donated 500 euros from 
their charity account to Nerja Soli-
daria de Alimentos, the local food 
bank, on Monday. 

Nerja Solidaria President 
Miguel Benítez said, “Nerja relies 
on tourism so this year has been 
devastating and some families 
found themselves without a sin-
gle breadwinner.” 

Miguel went on to hand a ‘Cer-
tificate of Thanks’ to Dr Brian 
Karet, who is a Nerja Solidaria 
volunteer and secretary of the 41 
Club. 

Dr Karet said, “In the short time 

I have been working here the 
number of families needing help 
has more than tripled and the 
situation may not improve for a 
long time.” 

The food bank is staffed en-
tirely by volunteers and is part of 
a network which buys basic foods 
and personal hygiene products 
wholesale and then distributes 
them to families. 

41 Club Chairman Peter Ma-
cLeod said, “Donations, however 
small, are welcome. They may be 
made to the town hall, or via 41 
Club.”  

For further information about 
the 41 Club contact Peter Ma-
cLeod on 678 059 288.

Nerja’s 41 Club makes Christmas 
donation to local food bank 

Miguel Benítez with the cheque and certificate of thanks.  SUR

BENALMÁDENA 

T. B.  Benalmádena town hall 
has announced plans to cre-
ate a new public square in the 
heart of Arroyo de la Miel. 
Work on the new plaza, which 
will be located near the old aq-
ueduct that was once part of 
the town’s paper industry, will 
begin in the new year. The pro-
ject will cost around 
300,000 euros 
and will take 
a p p r o x i -
mately three 
months to 
c o m p l e t e .  
The initiative 
has been on 
the back burner since 2005, 
when plans were abandoned 
by the former council and the 
area fell into ruin. 

Mayor Víctor Navas said, 
“Thanks to the stability of gov-
ernment that we enjoy today 
in Benalmádena, we have been 
able to save one of the most 
emblematic and historically 
valued corners of the town.”

Landmark new 
square in 
Benalmádena to 
honour historic 
paper industry

Mercadona 
donates more than 
260 tonnes of food 
to meal centres  
and charities

Víctor Navas 

MARBELLA 

SUR IN ENGLISH.  A Marbella-based 
charity is celebrating after deliv-
ering Christmas hampers and 
presents to almost 800 under-
privileged families this week. 

A team of 25 volunteers helped 
deliver the gifts to those in need 
between Manilva and Malaga. 

The operation saw hundreds 
of Costa del Sol locals donate food, 
money and toys to the charity 
over the past few weeks. 

British expat Kara Caradas, 
who organised the project, said: 
“We all worked our asses off and 
we did it. 

“No one expected the vol-
ume but we delivered to just 
under 800 families in time for 
Christmas.” 

The 36-year-old Brit started 
the registered charity during lock-
down to help those who were 

struggling to feed their children 
during the pandemic. 

However, with Christmas ap-
proaching the charity realised 
there were still a lot of people that 
needed their help. 

Kara, from Kent, who has lived 
in Spain for 20 years and man-
ages Marbella’s Boardwalk Cafe, 
added: “I feel very humbled and 
proud by everyone’s efforts and 
very emotional by it all. Thank  
you to everyone who helped sup-
port us and a Merry Christmas 
to the whole coast.”

Marbella’s Food 
Fairies bring 
Christmas cheer to 
Costa families

Members with Val Williams (3rd l)and Alan Boardman (3rd r).  SUR

Kara with volunteers.  SUR
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P edro Sánchez slapped 
himself on the back 
this week, declaring 

that his government has ful-
filled 23.4% of its promises 
during 2020 and that 90% of 
the remainder have been ac-
tioned. In doing so, he 
prompts us to evaluate the 
performance of his coalition 
administration over the last 
twelve months, a period of 
time characterised by eye-
popping levels of political in-
competence and very ques-
tionable suspensions of fun-
damental liberties. 

Although its ability to gen-
erate interesting or informa-
tive headlines was quickly ex-
hausted, Covid dominated 
Spanish news and commen-
tary throughout 2020. And in 
Spain, as in many other coun-
tries around the globe, the 
central government’s pan-
icked response has resulted in 
a vast net of restrictions, 
which ensnares and entangles 
you the moment you leave 
your house.   

Some of these rules can’t be 
obeyed without breaking oth-
ers, as is the case with the 

“no-smoking-at terraces-but-
only-on-the-street” thing. 
Thankfully, this piece of ab-
surdity is now openly flouted, 
as it deserves to be (or at least 
it is in my locals).  

Other regulations, espe-
cially those concerned with 
mask-wearing, command us 
to behave in an irrational 
manner and threaten us with 
fines if we’re caught exercis-
ing a little situational logic; 
(where’s all this money - taken 
from people who forget or 
choose not to follow laughable 
rules - going, by the way?). 

While on a bus travelling 
through deserted Malaga 
countryside the other day, I 
passed a guy walking along-
side the road with his mask 
dutifully strapped on, al-
though the nearest person 
was probably a couple of kilo-
metres away. Why? A few days 
before that, a power-drunk 
policeman shouted at my girl-
friend to pull her facial hard-
ware up as she was putting out 
the rubbish - on an empty 
street. Why? Both of these in-
cidents perfectly captured the 
insanity and sinister surreal-

ism of last year.  
Yet it’s not all about Covid, 

certainly not in Spain. An-
other of 2020’s big stories 
centred on the alleged fraudu-
lent activities of the country’s 
once-adored king, Juan Car-
los. Juan Carlos fled to Abu 
Dhabi when the news broke in 
August, and made a hefty tax 
payment a few weeks ago, nei-
ther of which screams inno-
cence of the charges brought 
against him. The wider con-
text of Juan Carlos’s troubles 
is a debate about the future of 
the Spanish monarchy, an is-
sue on which Spaniards are 
split down the middle. What’s 
really needed is a new poll on 
the subject, especially as the 
last one was conducted sev-
eral years ago, before details 
of Juan Carlos’s apparently 
limitless greed emerged.     

Then there’s the volcanic 
matter of Catalan independ-
ence, which will dominate the 
region’s elections on Valen-
tine’s Day. It remains uncer-
tain whether the nine leading 
separatists sentenced in Octo-
ber 2019 will receive pardons, 
which in turn begs the ques-
tion of whether they should 
have been imprisoned in the 
first place. There are plenty of 
inherently Spanish subjects to 
follow and discuss throughout 
2021, then - and they’re all 
much more interesting than 
boring old Covid. 

MADRID 

King Felipe also referred 
to the need to uphold the 
Constitution and 
maintain ethical 
standards, in a veiled 
reference to his father  

MARÍA EUGENIA ALONSO
 

As every year, King Felipe VI wel-
comed the arrival of the festive 
season with his Christmas Eve  
televised message. 

The coronavirus pandemic, 
which he said had led to a social 
and economic crisis that has 
changed the lives of Spaniards 
and the rest of the world, was 
prominent in his 13-minute 
speech. 

The King did not directly 
mention his father, Juan 
Carlos I, who was em-
broiled in financial con-
troversies in 2020, but 
part of the message ap-
peared to be aimed in his 
direction. 

Speaking about Covid-
19, King Felipe acknowledged that 
the current situation “is serious”. 

Even so, he said he had confi-
dence in the ability of Spanish so-
ciety to overcome this situation 

and “face the future with deter-
mination and security”. 

In his speech, the monarch ap-
pealed to individual responsibil-
ity as an “effective instrument” 
in the fight against the virus and 
urged people to stay alert at all 
times. 

He remembered all the people 
who had lost family and friends 
due to the disease: “In thousands 
of homes there is a void impos-
sible to fill due to the death of your 
loved ones, who I want to remem-
ber with feeling and full respect.” 
In addition, he referred to those 
key staff working on the front line 
against Covid-19. 

Ethical principles for all 
The Head of State also mentioned 
in the broadcast the need to de-
fend the Constitution since it “re-

flects our way of understand-
ing life, with our rights and 
freedoms”. 

In this traditional 
Christmas Eve speech, he 

stated: “The moral and 
ethical principles that citi-
zens demand from our 
conduct are an obligation 

for us all without exception.” He 
stressed that these principles “are 
above any consideration, of what-
ever nature, even personal or fam-
ily ones.”

King’s Christmas 
message focuses 
on the Covid crisis

The big issues
THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

SPAIN

MADRID 

MIGUEL LORENCI.  A top foun-
dation to promote the good 
use of the Spanish language 
has chosen ‘confinamiento’ 
as its word of the year.  The 
word literally means confine-
ment but is also used in Span-
ish as the equivalent of the 
English word lockdown. 

It was chosen by the 
FundéuRAE, a foundation run 
by the EFE national press 
agency and advised by top 
language and dictionary ex-
perts.  

They had to pick from a 
shortlist of 12 words mostly 
relating to the coronavirus 
pandemic and its effects, such 
as vaccine and resilience. 

‘Confinamiento’ is defined 
by the RAE (Royal Spanish 
Academy) as “temporary and 
generally imposed isolation 
of a population, a person or  
a group for health or safety 
reasons”.

Language gurus 
choose Spanish 
word for lockdown 
as their ‘word of 
the year ‘

SEVILLE 

SUR.  The Archbishop of Seville 
has signed an order to suspend  
the huge Holy Week proces-
sions in the city in 2021  
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

“Taking into account the or-
ganisational complexity of 
managing the huge crowds  
we are forced to take extraordi-
nary measures to help mitigate 
the spread of the Covid,” ex-
plained a statement published 
on the Archbishop’s website. 

Earlier in December, the 
mayor of Seville had also an-
nounced the suspension of the 
iconic April Fair (Feria de Ab-
ril) in 2021 because he could 
not guarantee the safety of peo-
ple as it is expected that at that 
time only 30 per cent of the 
population will have immunity 
to Covid-19. 

Seville’s Easter 
processions and 
Feria de Abril in 
2021 fall victim to 
the pandemic

Semana Santa will not go ahead for the second year in a row.  EFE 

King Felipe
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IDÍGORAS

Fence us in 
With this new ‘British’ vari-
ant running rampant, there’s 
only one way to keep us safe 
here. Spain has to close its 
borders, keep all foreigners 
out, even Spanish residents 
and nationals. 

They’ve had enough time 
to get home now. We’ve got 
to pull up the drawbridge 
and fence ourselves in. 

ANTHONY HILL 

China virus 
Back at the start of this cri-
sis President Trump was 
told he couldn’t call it ‘the 
China virus’. So why now is 
it ok to call it ‘the British 
variant’ or ‘the South Afri-
can strain’? It feels like dou-
ble standards. 
SARA O’SHEA

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

It wasn’t that long ago that people were moaning about Christ-
mas - how it was too expensive, such hassle coordinating 
with the extended family, a nightmare putting up with the 
in-laws. New Year’s Eve was always a massive anti-climax. 
Now that’s suddenly changed. For so many people it’s some-
how become this inalienable right that they’re are flagrantly 
willing to risk lives for. 

Is it so much to ask to make a small sacrifice just this time 
around? Every year health services across the world are put 
under immense strain during the winter. This year we’re 
heading for catastrophe and yet so many people don’t seem 
to want to take any responsibility, willingly bending the rules. 

I understand it’s been a difficult year. But is Covid at Christ-
mas and a family death in the new year really worth it? 

 
 
AUDREY WELLS

Covid for Christmas

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

I t’s that glorious time of year 
when we make wild and 
wholly unfounded predictions 

for the coming twelve months. It 
is, of course, a totally pointless 
exercise but good fun, anyway. 
Here’s my best shot. 

First, in the world of music , 
another young man with a very 
high voice will release yet an-
other song that sounds like your 
nan’s wallpaper. He’ll be hailed 
as The Next Big Thing for an hour 
or two until it dawns on all con-
cerned that he closely resembles 
every other male singer from the 
last fifteen years, at which point 
there’ll be a collective yearning 
for a bloke who actually sings 
like a bloke. When it becomes 
apparent that there aren’t any in 
the offing, Barry White and 
Johnny Cash will once again sell 
lots of records. 

In politics, some people will say 
some very popular things and 
then will be called ‘populist’ by 

people who don’t like them. They 
will also be called ‘a breath of fresh 
air’ by people who do like them. 
Everyone on all sides will subse-
quently run around with their fin-
gers in their ears yelling ‘Can’t 
hear you! Can’t hear you!’ until 
they collapse in a heap, furtively 
clutching a small screen hoping 
that one or two people they hardly 
know will validate their unsolic-
ited opinions and, indeed, the ab-
surd nature of their existence. 
Well, one or two people they 
hardly know, or their mum. It’s 
all the same, really. 

Social media, then, will relent-
lessly offer the modern day 
equivalent of the tragic Greek tale 
of Narcissus who fell headlong 
into a puddle of lager while tak-
ing a selfie. Or something. 

In the world of sport, football-
ers will continue to spit copious 
amounts of phlegm hither and 
yon ad hoc, showing scant regard 
for Covid legislation or, indeed, 

basic good manners. Snooker 
players will still be playing in 
empty, freezing theatres wearing 
layers of jumpers which make 
them all look like Big Bill Werbe-
niuk in his heyday. However, the 
modern chaps will have to con-
tent themselves with a Cup-A-
Soup and some hot chocolate as 
opposed to Big Bill’s 417 pints of 
beer. Per frame. 

 The economy will trundle on 
regardless with many countries 
trillions of euros/pounds/dol-
lars/Monster Munch in debt to 
many other countries they may 
or may not have heard of, with 
no-one actually ever paying any 
of it back, while ‘expert econo-
mists’ proffer vacuous nonsense 
about GDPs and peaks and 
troughs to vaguely normal, dig-
nified people who, generally 
speaking, can’t even work out 
how the hell that fifty euro note 
they had in their pocket this 
morning has miraculously 
transformed itself into a fiver, 
a two euro coin and a bus ticket, 
when they only popped out for 
a thin white sliced and a tin of 
corned beef. Or maybe that’s 
just me. 

Anyway, however 2021 unfolds, 
I hope it brings joy and blessings 
to all. 

Happy New Year.

Predictionary corner

THE MUSIC MAKER 
PETER EDGERTON 
www.e-peter.com
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W ith 2020 at an end, most of us 
are looking forward to starting 
afresh in 2021. With vaccina-

tion under way, optimism is definitely in 
the air. The sense that the new year will be 
a good one for locations that offer what peo-
ple want.  

I believe that Malaga is one of them. And 
one of the best because the city brings to-
gether exactly what tourists and would-be 
relocators will be looking for in 2021. Here’s 
why. 

Safety first. Top of visitors’ priorities will 
be health and safety guarantees and Malaga 

offers several: 
-The Malaga Safe for You campaign pro-

vides weekly antigen tests to employees 
working in tourism, culture or retail.  

-Malaga city has the World Travel and 
Tourism Council Safe Travels stamp recog-
nising tourist destinations that have health 
and hygiene protocols in place. 

-Guaranteed Covid-19 insurance from 
the Junta de Andalucía for non-resident for-
eigners staying in registered accommoda-
tion. It provides cover for hospital health-
care, accommodation in an apartment and 
repatriation.  

All that sunshine and light. Malaga is 
one of the few places in Europe offering 320 
guaranteed days of sunshine a year. Plus, 
the winters are mild and the city enjoys a 
daily 10 hours of daylight.  

By mid-January, the thought of a week-
end or short break in the sunshine will be 
irresistible for many Northern Europeans, 
virus or no virus. Expect big interest in 
Malaga this winter.  

Plenty of new investment. Despite the 
effects of the pandemic, businesses have 
continued to invest in Malaga. More con-
struction cranes have sprung up on the sky-
line and there’s big investment in hotels and 
high-end residential property.  

Malaga is already looking ahead to the 
next five years and betting on strong tour-
ism and relocation markets.  

A top place to live. Malaga regularly fea-
tures on ‘best place to live’ rankings and the 
latest came from Forbes last November. 
Malaga is one of the 20 best places for Ameri-
cans to live in Europe because it’s “family 
friendly and also very suitable for single 
digital nomads or couples, as well as retir-
ees who wish to live an active, culturally rich 

and lively retirement.” 
Great communications. Malaga does 

communications very well. The Airport has 
direct flights from dozens of European cit-
ies and down on the ground, well-main-
tained roads connect the city to the rest of the 
Costa del Sol and beyond.  

Online connectivity is just as important 
in today’s work-from-home world – 5G ar-
rived in the city in 2020 and fibre-optic inter-
net is widely available.  

Something for everyone. As Forbes 
pointed out, Malaga caters for any demo-
graphic and from all walks of life. Best of 
all? They all get a warm welcome.  

Looking forward to 2021. My glass is al-
ways half-full, but natural optimism aside, 
I genuinely believe that 2021 will be Malaga’s 
year. The year when the city emerges as one 
of Europe’s preferred destinations for safe, 
sunny and quality short-breaks and relo-
cation. And the year that the city’s best busi-
nesses reap real rewards.  
 
Joanna Styles is CEO of Guide to Malaga, a pro-
vider of information in English about the city for 
tourists and residents. www.guidetomalaga.com 

THE BOTTOM LINE 
JOANNA STYLES

Reasons why Malaga is the best 
place to have a business in 2021

I don‛t think we should 
give this one the 

vaccine... he‛s had his 
time...
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O n New Year’s Day 
1986, after many 
years of trying, Spain 

officially became a member of 
the European Economic Com-
munity, the predecessor to the 
European Union, and with Por-
tugal joining on the same day 
this became what was known 
as ‘the Europe of 12’.    Spain 
had signed the Accession 
Treaty to the European Com-

munities on 12 June 1985.  
Spain began its application 

to join the EEC in 1977, shortly 
after the election of its first 
democratic government in over 
40 years; as a dictatorship, it 
had not been eligible to do so 
before and had only been 
granted a preferential trade 
agreement.  

The political parties, despite 
strong differences about other 
issues, showed a united front 
on membership of the EEC be-
cause of their conviction that 
this would not only assist its 
modernisation but would also 
enhance its international repu-
tation. In February 1978 the 
Council of Ministers of the EC 
formally opened negotiations 
for Spain’s adhesion.  

It was not a simple matter. 
The country may havebecome 
democratic but other EEC 
members were concerned that 
its level of economic develop-
ment was significantly behind 

that of other states, its indus-
trial sector needed serious re-
form, and there were difficul-
ties regarding its fishing fleets. 
Agriculture, however, was the 
main area of concern. 

The issues were resolved 
successfully, although Spain 

literally paid a price for its 
membership: it became a net 
contributor to the EC budget 
for several years. The general 
feeling in the country, though, 
was that the future benefits 
would outweigh the immedi-
ate costs.      

Spain became a member  
country of the Schengen Area 
on 26 March 1995 and of the 
Eurozone on 1 January 1999. 

Opinion polls in recent years 
have shown that although there 
is criticism of EU institutions 
among some in Spain, in gen-
eral the overall view of EU mem-
bership is still positive.

Spain joins the European Economic Community
Europa Europe 
Estado State 

Dictadura Dictatorship 

Democracia Democracy 

Comunidad Community 

Tratado Treaty 

Firmar To sign 

Gobierno Government 

Partidos Parties 

Comercio Trade 

Negociaciones Negotiations 

Consejo Council 

Miembros Members 

Desarrollo Development 

País Country 

Industria Industry 

Agricultura Agriculture 

Beneficios Benefits 

Gastos Costs

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTEWHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E1 JANUARY 1986

The EEC was the precursor of the European Union.  EFE

After being ineligible 
for membership before  
Franco died, Spain’s 
new democratic 
government lost no 
time in applying for 
accession

i   Bilingual crossword inside 
back page

DEBBIE  
BARTLETT

A s the old year comes to 
an end and the stroke of 
the clock at midnight is 

eagerly awaited, the people of 
Spain get ready to participate in 

the unusual custom of the twelve 
lucky grapes. This strange ordeal 
usually takes place in the main 
plazas of towns and cities around 
Spain, especially at the foot of the 

clock in the Puerta del Sol in Ma-
drid. But this year, most will per-
form this difficult ritual in front 
of their television sets. 

This Spanish custom has its 

roots in Madrid, but it has caught 
on among the expat communi-
ties, although few have mastered 
the procedure. 

At the first dong of midnight, 
one must pop a grape into their 
mouth and swallow it before the 
second dong, approximately three 
seconds later. There is little time 
to chew and swallow, much less 
savour the twelve grapes, but if 
you eat them all by the end of the 
final bell’s toll — and this does not 
mean finishing with a mouthful 
of pulp and pips — then one can 
expect good luck throughout the 
coming year: this is, of course, 
providing one does not choke to 
death in the process.  

The custom can be traced back 
to the 19th century, although the 
exact origins remain debatable. 
One popular theory claims it was 
popularised in 1903 after a 
bumper grape harvest in Alicante 
(where around 80 per cent of the 
lucky grapes come from), al-

though the republication of old 
newspaper articles prove that it 
actually began in the 1890s. An 
article titled The Benefactor of 
Grapes published on 1 January 
1894 reported that the custom 
“has acquired among us a letter of 
nature”. Another article said: “The 
enduring habit of eating the 
grapes when the first bell of 
twelve sounded, had countless 
families gathered together in fra-
ternal colloquium.” 

French origins 
It is claimed that the bourgeoisie 
of Madrid copied the idea from 
the French tradition of having 
grapes and champagne on the 
last day of the year. The new cus-
tom soon took off among the well-
heeled families , but it was quickly 
ironised by the poorer citizens, 
who began converging on the 
Puerta del Sol to mock the new 
upper-class practice. 

Although scoffing twelve grapes 
at midnight is somewhat difficult, 
it is more appetising than the Rus-
sian custom of washing down the 
ashes of your wish list with cham-
pagne, and less dangerous than 
the Danish tradition of hurling 
plates and crockery in the air as 
the clock strikes.

 Lucky grapes.  The 
strange practice of 
eating 12 grapes at 
midnight is 
thought to have 
been introduced in 
the 19th century 
by the Madrid 
bourgeoisie, who 
copied the idea 
from the French 

A New Year’s custom difficult to digest
W   Caricature from 
1911 showing vari-
ous politicians eat-
ing the lucky grapes 
in the Puerta del Sol 
in Madrid. 

 
 
 
 
TONY BRYANT 
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GARDENING

Native to Florida, Alabama, Geor-
gia, South Carolina and Virginia, 
Dyschoriste oblongifolia is a low-
growing perennial herb which 
has stunning purple, trumpet-
shaped flowers.  

It is commonly called snake 
herb, twinflower (the flowers 
usually open in pairs, back-to-
back) and oblongleaf twin 
flower. In some plant catalogues 

it may also be listed under a 
synonym, Ruellia oblongifolia.  

The twinflower has small, 
oblong leaves around 4cm 
long by about 1.5cm wide. 
They have a slightly hairy top 
surface.  

The small purple flowers  
usually form in 
pairs and have 
five, lobed 

petals. The lower petals are 
marked with darker streaks 
that extend into the throat. Al-
though the blooms do not 
carry much nectar, they are 
extremely attractive to bees, 
butterflies and other pollinat-
ing insects. The twinflower 

will form dense clumps up 
to 30cm high and flow-

ering may occur all 
year around in 

temperate areas.  
In cooler ar-

eas the main 
flowering pe-
riod is from 
June to 
August, after 

which the flow-
ers set seed in 

brown, oblong 
pods as the plant 

becomes dormant. 
The seeds are dis-

persed when the pod pops 
open or are carried away by 
ants. The seeds germinate 
easily and twinflowers can 
become invasive although 
they are easy to eradicate. 
They also spread by sending 
out rhizomes. Twinflowers 
can be propagated by divid-
ing the clumps, or be left to 
naturalise.  

Although drought tolerant 
for short periods, twinflow-
ers benefit from regular wa-
tering during the summer. 
They like the heat so a posi-
tion in full sun or partial 
shade is preferable and will 
promote continued flowering.  

Dyschoriste oblongifolia is  
found growing wild in dry, 
sandy pine forests and there-
fore needs soil with good 
drainage. Their ability to colo-
nise and spread make them 
ideal for groundcover, but 
they can also be used for the 
front of a border or in con-
tainers and hanging baskets. 

Dyschoriste oblongifolia

Calling all gardeners  
We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Dyschoriste oblongifolia and close up (inset). SUR

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

In milder areas of Andalucía you may be lucky to have Brugmansia 
flowering in winter, like this one that belongs to Ann Pennington.

Angels Trumpets
ANN PENNINGTON

Poinsettias (Flor de Pascua) have to be the most popular Christmas 
flower of all time and this one is in all its festive glory in the garden 
of Maria Hillen.

Flor de Pascua
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MIJAS 

Rotary Club gives festive 
help to the homeless  

T. BRYANT.  Members of the Rotary 
Club Mijas have been out in force 
over the Christmas period deliv-
ering food parcels to the Fuengi-
rola food bank. Over the last few 
months, the association has do-
nated more than 2,000 euros to 
help the food bank feed the home-
less and support families in dan-

ger of social exclusion during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

On 6 January, Rotarians will 
deliver more than 50 bags con-
taining food, toiletries and cloth-
ing to the homeless people in Mi-
jas and Fuengirola as part of its 
annual Homeless Day project. 

“We will never give up on our 
commitment to help the home-
less and underprivileged peo-
ple in the Mijas and Fuengirola 
area,” explained president Suvi 
Kauranen.

MALAGA 

CLC Foundation serves 
up a Christmas treat 

T.B.  Fundación CLC World has 
once again collaborated with the 
Los Ángeles Malagueños de la No-
che Christmas Menu Campaign. 
President of the foundation Juan 
Miguel Marcos presented the soup 
kitchen with a cheque to cover 
the cost of the 2,000 tortillas 
(Spanish omelettes). The meal, 
which included a roast chicken 
dinner, was served to the needy 
on Christmas Eve.

MIJAS 

Soroptimist helps feed 
400 needy families 

T. B.  The Soroptimist International 
Christmas project in Mijas has 
helped more than 400 families.  
The charity has been donating 
non-perishable food to the mu-
nicipal food bank for several years 
thanks to the help of numerous 
charitable organisations. This 
year, Soroptimist members de-
cided to add fresh vegetables and 
eggs so people have the possibil-
ity to create healthier meals.Rotarians at the food bank.  SUR

COMMUNITY SCENE
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EXHIBITIONS 

Victor Porlen 
LA CALA DE MIJAS. Until 7 January. 
Centro Cultural. 
Jaén artist Victor Porlen will be 
exhibiting a selection of his works.  

Recycled Christmas trees 
MIJAS PUEBLO. Until 5 January.   
The streets of Mijas are the location 
for an exhibition various Christmas 
trees made and decorated with recy-
cled materials 

José Manuel López Toirán 
MIJAS PUEBLO. Until 7 January. 
Casa Museo, C/Libertad.  
Galician-born artist José Manuel 
López Toirán uses scrap pieces of 
wood to create his colourful sculp-
tures.  

Cristianos Coptos 

LAS LAGUNAS. Until 18 January. 
Casa de la Cultura.  
An exhibition of photos by Antonio G. 
Redondo entitled Cristianos Coptos, 
Una Forma de Vida. 

Mesopotamian art 
MARBELLA. Museo Archeológico 
Municipal. 
The exhibition at the archaeology 
museum consists of various pieces 
from different periods in the history 
of ancient Mesopotamia. The collec-
tion is owned by Estepona resident 
and French architect, Jacques Cavro. 

Isabel Rosado 
MARBELLA. Until 19 January. Galería 
Yusto/Giner. La Ermita industrial 
estate, C/Madera, 9. 
The exhibition Still Living by photog-
rapher Isabel Rosado consists of still 
lifes with a twist. Viewing is by previ-
ous appointment only. Email: gale-
ria@yusto-giner.com Call: 
951507053. 

Christmas Nativity scene 
FUENGIROLA. Until January. Museo 
de la Ciudad de Fuengirola. 
The traditional display of belenes 
(Nativity scenes) will take place this 
year, but visitor numbers are 
restricted. 

Christmas art exhibition 
GAUCÍN. Until 10 January. Town Hall, 
C/Convento. 
Fourteen artists from the Art Gaucín 
group are exhibiting their works in 
the new town hall. The display 
includes paintings, sculpture, pho-

tography and ceramics. www.artgau-
cin.com 

Malaga Picasso Museum 
MALAGA.  Museo Picasso Málaga, 
Calle San Agustín.  
Collection. Dialogues with Picasso. 
Collection 2020-2023 is formed by 
120 works by the artist. These 
include the cubist sculpture Glass of 
Absinthe (1914) and the painting 
Susanna and the Elders (1955).  
James Turrell. Until June. The exhi-
bition entitled Cherry, is an experi-
ment with light, space and time.  
Hilando Diseño. An enormous tapes-
try mural of colourful squares cre-
ated by over five hundred students in 
primary and secondary schools, art 
and college students as well as vul-
nerable adults in care homes in 
Malaga.  www.museopicasso-
malaga.org. 

The Russian Museum 
MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 
Sor Teresa Prat. 
Temporary exhibitions.The two tem-
porary exhibitions currently at the 
museum are Rompiendo el Silencio. 
El cine Mudo en Rusia (Breaking the 
Silence. Silent Film in Russia) and 
Andrèi Tarkovsky. Maestro del Espa-
cio (Master of Space). Andrèi 
Tarkovsky was one of the most influ-
ential Russian artists of the 20th cen-
tury and forerunner of innovative 
techniques in the cinema of the time. 
In conjunction with this exhibition is a 
series of silent movies, with some of 
the most iconic Russian, Italian and 
American films available until 4 April 
2021.  
Annual exhibition. The current 
annual exhibition at the Russian 
museum features true-to-life works 

from the past three centuries. From 
still lifes of the 18th century to eve-
ryday scenes painted only a few 
months ago, the museum has created 
a tour consisting of 163 works in a 
succession of rooms. Until April 2021. 

Centre Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 
From Miró to Barceló. The semi-per-
manent exhibition is entitled De Miró 
a Barceló. Un siglo de Arte Español.  
(A century of Spanish art). Pablo 
Picasso, Joan Miró, Salvador Dalí and 
Luis Buñuel were precursors of new 
ways of seeing and creating, and 
their legacy still lives on. This 
chronological journey through a cen-
tury of Spanish art shows that the 
generation of contemporary artists 
has kept alive the spirit of the avant-
garde with extraordinary energy. 
Charo Carrera. Until March 2021. The 
main staircase in the Centro Pompi-
dou is the site for the painting Si yo, 
Si tú by veteran artist Charo Carrera. 
Dar la Cara. Until 11 April 2021. The 

latest exhibition, Dar la Cara, consists 
of photos and videos by twenty-six 
artists. Classic portraits are mixed 
with contemporary and innovative 
styles, sometimes surreal and disqui-
eting. 

JM Galería 
MALAGA. Duquesa de Parcent, 12. 
De Gente En Gente is the title of the 
current exhibition at the gallery. It 
consists of contemporary works cre-
ated by artist José Miguel Chico 
López. 

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 9.30 - 
2.30pm. 7 - 9pm Tuesday to Friday. 
9.30am - 9pm Saturday and Sunday. 
Collection.  A journey through mainly 
Spanish art from the Old Masters 
through Romantic Landscape and 
Costumbrismo, Précieux Style and 
Naturalist Painting and Fin-de-Siècle. 
Masks. Metamorphosis of Modern 
Identity. Until 10 January 2021. The 
exhibition consists of over 100 works 
by national and international artists.  

Estrada - Mother and Son 
MALAGA. Until 5 January. Salas Min-
gorance, Archivo Municipal 
Mari Pepa Estrada and Rafael Pérez, 
mother and son, are exhibiting their 
works which are different in styles 
but linked by an invisible thread. 

Nativity Scene 
MALAGA. Until 5 January. Archivo 
Municipal 
The Asociación Belenista de Málaga 
La Alcazaba have created a special 
display entitled “Nace Jesús en un 
Pesebre” which is a fragment of a 
nativity scene showing the birth of 
Christ in a stable. The figures are 

made out of terracotta and hand 
painted by sculptor Joaquín Pérez 
and the buildings, lighting etc are all 
by ABEMA. 

Piña y Más Allá 
MALAGA. Until 10 January. Casa 
Amarilla, C/Santos. 
An exhibition of art works by over 40 
artists is on display in the gallery.  

Museo Revello  de Toro 
MALAGA. Until 24 January. Closed 
Mondays. C/Afligidos. 
Félix Revello de Toro is a distin-
guished Malaga artist. Around 117 of 
his works are on display in the 
museum which regularly holds work-
shops and art classes for children and 
adults. The temporary exhibition is 
entitled Revello y la Transición 
Española and consists of ten works 
completed between 1978 and 1997. 
More information call:952062069 or 
email: museorevellode-
toro@gmail.com 

Museum Jorge Rando  
MALAGA. C/ Cruz del Molinillo. 
www.museojorgerando.org 
Expressionist museum of work by 
painter and sculptor Jorge Rando. 

Enrique Brinkmann 
CHURRIANA. Until 5 January, 2021. 
Casa Gerald Brenan, Calle Torremoli-
nos. 
Artist Enrique Brinkmann has an exhi-
bition of 12 of his works entitled 
Estrellas para Brenan, Obra Gráfica, a 
personal tribute to the writer. Brink-
mann has exhibited in the MOMA  in 
New York as well as many other 
museums and art galleries around the 
world. 

Marilyn Manson, 21 Years in Hell 
MALAGA. Until 22 January. La 
Térmica. Free.  
British photographer Ralph Perou 
took photos of the extravagant, dark 
and peculiar American rock star Mar-
ilyn Manson over a twenty-one-year 
period. Thirty of his photographs 
from the book ‘21 Years in Hell: Man-
son/Perou’ are on display at the 
Térmica in Malaga city. 

Creadores 2020 
MALAGA. Until February. La Térmica. 
Free.  
Six young artists, Abel Jaramillo, Vir-
ginia López-Anido, Delia Boyano, 
Antonio Ruiz Montesinos, Jorge Isla 
and García & Fernández are exhibiting 
works which include installations, 
photographs, posters, collages etc.  

TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Children and 
grown-ups will be able to enjoy 
the arrival of Los Reyes Magos, 
(Magi of the East) in Torremoli-
nos on Tuesday 5 January, 
although, because of restric-
tions enforced to combat the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
Wise Men will not embark on 
the traditional procession 
through the streets of the town. 
This year, the kings will be 
installed in the building that 
will soon house the Sabor a 
Málaga market in Plaza de la 
Independencia.  

Torremolinos town hall had 
been looking at different ways 
that could make this year’s 
event a reality. One of the 
options was to organise a 
parade with a single float, 
which children could view 
from their balconies and 
windows, but after careful 
consideration, it was decided 

that the best option would be 
for the children to visit the 
Magi in the centre of town. 

The town hall has set up 
special mail boxes to enable 
the children to post letters to 
their favorite king: these letters 
inform the kings how well they 
have behaved during the year 
and ask for the gifts they would 

like to receive on 6 January. 
Councillor for Culture Aida 

Blanes said, “We have been 
working for weeks on different 
options that could make it a 
reality for the children of 
Torremolinos to enjoy such a 
special day, even if it is differ-
ent from what we traditionally 
organise each year.” 

The Three Kings will be located in Plaza de la Independencia.  SUR

Three Kings await the arrival of the 
children in Torremolinos this year

James Turrell, Malaga.

Hilando, Museo Picasso Malaga.

Creadores 2020, La Térmica.  
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Juxta Litus 
MALAGA. Until 31 January. Alfájar 
Sala, C/ Císter, 1.  
Entitled Juxta Litus (Close to the 
shore), this exhibition includes the 
gallery’s recent ceramic works. 

The Beatles versus The Rolling 
Stones 
MALAGA. Until 31 March 2021. Cen-
tro Cultural La Malagueta. 
The exhibition consists of a collection 
of photographs taken by Terry O’Neill 
and Gered Mankowitz of the two leg-
endary bands from the start of their 
careers and through their ‘boom’ 
years. There are also some photos 
taken by Baron Wolman and two 
documentaries, Eight Days A Week by 
Ron Howard and Charlie is My Darling 
by Peter Whitehead.  

Brujas sin Coloquíos 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Until 7 February.  
Granada artist Lucía Díaz has been 
working on a project that represents 
the history and legends about 
witches that has persisted since Ara-
bic times by way of the tradition of 
Andalusian ceramics.  

Coby Bloemsma 
EL MORCHE. Until 6 January. Bio 
Beach Club.  
Artist Coby Bloemsma paints in oils 
and acrylics, her favourite subjects 
are people, especially women. 
www.cobybloemsma.com 

Luz y Amor 
FRIGILIANA. Until 3 January. Sala 
98.  
A collective exhibition of works by 
Ana Bilon and Elke Weitenkopf. Fri-
days, Saturdays and Sundays only, 
11am - 2pm. 

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

OFM Chamber Music concerts 
MALAGA. Auditorio del Museo 
Picasso de Málaga. 
12 January. Quinteto de Jazz OFM. 

Tickets: www.museopicasso-
malaga.org 

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra  
MALAGA.  
3 January, 7pm. Teatro Cervantes, 
Malaga. New Year’s concert with 
works by Strauss II, Emile Waldteufel, 
Josef Strauss, Ruperto Chapí, Eduard 
Strauss, Piotr I. Tchaikovsky and 
Gerónimo Giménez. 
4 January, 8pm. Auditorio Felipe VI, 
Estepona. New Year’s concert to raise 
funds for Cáritas Estepona. 

www.orquestafilarmonicade-
malaga.com Tickets: 
www.unientradas.es 

Municipal Band   
ALMUÑÉCAR. 2 January. Streets and 
squares of Almuñécar. 
The band will play traditional festive 
songs in their last Christmas ‘Paseo 
Musical’.  

Iris Nieto 
MALAGA. 5 January, 4pm and 8pm. 
La Polivalente. C/Lagunillas.  
Iris Nieto Acoustic Covers Duet. Visit 
www.tallerblues.es for more informa-
tion. Reserve tickets at lapolivalente-
lagunillas@gmail.com 

Enchanté Cabaret   
MALAGA. 10 January, 7pm. Teatro 
Cervantes. 24€ 
Divinas productions present a cabaret 
show based in a small cafe in Paris as 
the German troops approach during 
the second World War. Tickets: 
www.unientradas.es  

THEATRE AND DANCE 

Alice in Wonderland Musical 
MALAGA. 5 January, midday. Teatro 
Cervantes. 12€. 
Trencardis productions present a 
musical version of Alice in Wonder-
land for children over the age of four.  

MORE IDEAS 

Christmas train   
LA HERRADURA. 2 January, 5 to 
8pm. Leaving from the Centro Cívico.  

More information from the town hall. 

Three Kings visit   
LA HERRADURA. 5 January, 4pm. 
Castillo de la Herradura.  
The Three Kings are coming to La 
Herradura Castle bearing gifts for the 
children of the village. 

O. V. FILMS 
SUR in English advises calling cine-
mas to check for any last minute time 
changes. Lunchtime and late night 
screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 
Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 
902902103. www.yelmocines.es. 
Until 5 January.  
The Croods: 18.50 (every day); 16.45 
(Tues). 
Saint Maud: 16.15 (Tues) 
The Comeback Trail: 20.20 (Tues). 
Wonder Woman 84: 19.00 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 
Tel: 902220922. Until 5 January. 
The Father: 20.05 (Monr). 
The Comeback Trail: 18.10 (Mon). 
Saint Maud: 20.30 (Mon). 
Wonder Woman 84: 18.35 (Mon). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 
902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com  
until 7 January 
The Father: 12.00, 17.10, 19.45.

JENNIE RHODES 

ALMUÑÉCAR. The annual New 
Year concert will be taking 
place at the town’s Casa de la 
Cultura on Saturday 2 Janu-
ary at 7pm. 

The Centro Música de Gra-
nada symphony orchestra will 
be performing pieces by Mo-
zart and Dostoyevsky as part 
of the programme, accompa-
nied by dancers. 

Thirty-five musicians and 
two dancers will be taking 
part in the concert which Cul-
ture councillor Alberto Garcia 

Gilabert said would be “very 
special this year” and that it 
was something the town 
“couldn’t forgo to welcome in 
the New Year” despite the 
pandemic. 

Tickets cost 10 euros and 
are available from the Casa 
de la Cultura box office 
which is open daily from 
11am to 1pm. 

Capacity is restricted and 
a coronavirus health and 
safety protocol will be put in 
place. 

For further information 
visit www.almunecar.es.

Almuñécar welcomes in 
the New Year with concert

The Centro de Música de Granada symphony orchestra.  SUR

Juxta Litus, Malaga.

Municipal Band, Almuñécar.

Iris Nieto, Malaga.
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A t 22 I had the first psy-
chotic break.” “I was 14 
when I was diagnosed 

with anxiety attacks.” Lucía and 
Marta are two Spanish women 
who have one thing in common, 
they have one of what are now 
classified as the five serious men-

tal disorders, which include bi-
polar disorder, schizophrenia, per-
sonality disorder, obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder (OCD) and ma-
jor depressive disorder. They pre-
fer not to discuss which mental 
illness they were diagnosed with 
as they don’t want anyone to iden-

tify them. Doing so could lose 
friendships or even their job.  

It seems beyond belief, but it’s 
true. “The stigma within Spain is 
such that many people with a 
diagnosed mental disorder don’t 
tell anyone about it in fear of re-
jection,” says Fernando Pérez, 
occupational therapist from the 
Centre for Rehabilitation and 
Employability at the mental 
health organisation FEAFES-Sa-
lud Mental in Cáceres - a centre 
whose main objective is to pro-
vide support with regards to nec-
essary skills in order to enter, 
manage and stay in the world of 
work.  

In Spain, one per cent of the 
population has been diagnosed 
with a mental disorder, but few 
are told about it. “In my current 
job my colleagues don’t know 
anything about it,” says Marta. 
“Sometimes I’ve considered tell-
ing people about it, but other 
times I’ve heard such horrible 
things said about mental disor-
ders in the office, that I start to 
wonder; what would they do if 
they knew? I’ve had other jobs 
where I have confided in people 
and received a lot of support, 
but the reality is that even some 
of my friends have distanced 
themselves from me in fear of 

what I might do to them. It is this 
erroneous mentality that has in-
stilled the belief in society that 
we’re crazy and capable of at-
tacking you at any time,” she 
adds. 

Lucía, who currently works in 
the hospitality industry, despite 
having studied Law, says she 
hasn’t felt “particularly mar-
ginalised”, but she nonetheless 

doesn’t like to talk about the 
topic with anyone. That said, she 
believes mental disorders 
shouldn’t carry any stigma, “Af-
ter all, more and more people 
have these problems. Stress, for 
example, is widespread.”  

And she’s right. In fact, one in 
four Europeans are diagnosed 
with a mental disorder at some 
point in their life, according to 
Celso Arango, president of the 
Spanish Society of Psychiatry. 
After the economic disaster of 
2008, the number of cases of 
people with anxiety disorders 
increased by 20 per cent, while 
the United Nations has already 
announced that the coronavirus 
pandemic has “sown the seeds 
of a major mental health crisis 
that will eventually blow up if 
measures are not taken”. How-
ever, resources for these condi-
tions remain scarce globally.  

The picture is also bleak 
within the workplace. The rate 
of unemployment among peo-
ple with these conditions is 
higher than any other, with fig-
ures estimated at around 87 per 
cent. One of the reasons is the 
lack of opportunities. “There are 
companies that believe that hir-
ing a person with serious men-
tal illness will cause them more 

“The rate of 
unemployment among 
people with serious 
mental disorders is higher 
than any other group, with 
figures estimated at 
around 87 per cent”

 Stigmatised. 
 People  with 
serious mental 
disorders have to 
live with the 
stigma, in fear of 
being rejected in 
the workplace or 
by their family and 
friends

25 
per cent of people in Europe 
are diagnosed with a mental 
disorder at some point in 
their life.

Working with a mental disorder

ELENA MARTÍN LÓPEZ MIKEL CASAL

IN NUMBERS
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problems, but what they don’t 
realise is that they surely have 
workers with depression, insom-
nia, family problems or stress, 
who aren’t receiving help or 
treatment, which can be much 
more problematic,” explains 
María del Pilar Cáceres, psy-
chologist and technical director 
at FEAFES-Salud Mental. “Ulti-
mately, when a person is recom-
mended by an association like 
ours, they have previously gone 
through a process of adjustment 
to their disorder which will en-
able them to function at the re-
quired standard for their job po-
sition,” she adds. 

Also, before joining the Cen-
tre for Rehabilitation and Em-
ployability, members must have 
been receiving treatment for at 
least two years in order to have 
some sort of clinical stability. 
For this reason, when a person 
gets diagnosed with a mental 
disorder, the best thing is to visit 
a psychosocial rehabilitation 
centre where they will teach 
them, on an individual basis, 
how to manage their symptoms 
and the importance of not stop-
ping their medication.  

Temporary contracts 
Given that a mental illness can 
start at an early age, usually be-
tween the ages of 18 and 30, es-
pecially among men, it’s com-
mon for members to join the 
Centre for Rehabilitation and 
Employability without having 
been through Higher Education 
(around 80 per cent) and they 
have to be accompanied during 
their academic training before 
moving on to look for a job. For 
example, Marta, who was a very 
studious teenager in high school, 
became incapacitated upon be-
ing diagnosed and had to retake 
her classes later.   

At the centre you can also take 
classes on bureaucratic issues 
such as understanding a salary, 
or attend workshops to learn 
how to put together a CV or com-
plete mock interviews. “This is 

very necessary, because those 
of us who have had difficult pe-
riods have gaps in our CVs and 
we need help to be able to talk 
about our illness in an interview 
without it being a hindrance,” 
says Lucía. “The experience has 
shown us that these people are 
excluded from certain selection 
processes when they tell us that 
they have been diagnosed with a 
mental health illness and it’s un-
common for them to find per-
manent contacts,” the occupa-
tional therapist adds.  

Through the association work 
with various companies “edu-
cated on the importance of men-
tal health” and are part of the 
Incorpora programme, pro-
moted by the La Caixa Founda-
tion, whose aim is to promote 
social and workplace integra-
tion for people who are at risk 
of exclusion. “The placements 
we do are in normal companies, 
not in special employment cen-
tres.  We want them to adapt to 

the real world of work, because 
they are able to so. The only 
thing you have to do is to find 
an activity that motivates you 
and that you will be able to carry 
out without getting frustrated,” 
says Cáceres. “Likewise we en-
force supported employment, 
meaning that we’ll always help 
our members when needed, 
whether that be in person or by 
telephone,” Pérez adds. 

Remote working has also been 
a challenge for those who 
weren’t prepared for it: “Some 
have not been able to keep their 
job during lockdown because 
they didn’t have any internet 
connection, a computer or ba-
sic IT skills,” says Pérez. 

As is the case for anyone else, 
working helps you stay mentally 
and physically active, increases 
your self-esteem and prevents 
isolation. “We live in a society 
in which it seems like if you are 
not working at 100 per cent ca-
pacity then you’re useless. This 
demand leads to lots of people 
diagnosed with a mental illness 
taking permanent leave and 
claiming benefits. The mar-
ginalisation that this entails can 
worsen their health. Wouldn’t it 
be better to pay people for do-
ing something, despite it being 
supervised, than to pay them for 
doing nothing? One shouldn’t 
be blamed for having schizo-
phrenia or being bipolar,” 
Arango says.  

Both specialists and interview-
ees agree that nowadays there is 
a lack of awareness and social 
empathy towards mental disor-
ders. “We shouldn’t judge people 
for a part of who they are, because 
this overlooks all their qualities,” 
says Cáceres. She also highlights 
the importance of speaking more 
openly about these illnesses as 
“many people don’t know about 
them until they start experienc-
ing them” and, above all, the im-
portance of asking for help - 
something which is usually sought 
after only when the situation be-
comes unbearable. 

The media 
It’s common to link social prob-
lems (crimes, kidnappings…) 
with psychologically damaged 
individuals, but “the reality is 
that for every person with 
schizophrenia who commits a 
homicide, there are a hundred 
without mental health prob-
lems who are a lot more vio-
lent,” Arango points out. 

 

Schools 

Education is a fundamental 
part of ending any stigma. 
“Bullying is caused by a lack 
of education in diversity. It’s 
more important to know 
about mental illnesses than 
the streams of rivers,” 
Arango says.  

HOW TO GET RID OF THE 
STIGMA THROUGH…

OPINION 
KATIE HEYES

W orkplaces are rife 
with varying forms 
of mental health 

stigma. In the office, it’s all 
about profit and wellbeing is 
often side-lined or considered 
a hindrance. Marta, whose 
friends have deliberately dis-
tanced themselves from her in 
fear of what she could poten-
tially do to them, puts this 
down to an “erroneous mind-
set that exists in society”. 
However, with everyone doing 
their bit to listen and support 
each other, all workers can 
build a natural rapport and 
consistently achieve their 
goals.  

Discriminatory presump-
tions surrounding mental dis-
orders are not only completely 
false but can perpetuate gas-
lighting. As such, people with 
mental illnesses can be made 
to feel like their struggles are 
indicative of some sort of fail-
ure or personal flaw. When 
the employees’ personal 
needs are being neglected, 
how can they still be expected 
to thrive? How can they work 
at the same productive level 
when carrying the burden of 
stigma surrounding mental 
health difficulties?   

External stressors, such as 
the death of a loved one, being 
the victim of a crime or a dis-
pute at home, can weigh down 
on employees. Carrying all 

these emotions around at 
work and not being able to 
properly address them can in-
crease levels of stress and 
mental exhaustion. Yet, the 
norm right now seems to be 
‘conceal, don’t feel’. All due to 
an immense fear of ridicule 
from co-workers or the risk of 
losing work.  

However, by considering 
that around one in four people 
in Europe experience a men-
tal disorder during their life-
time, why should something 
so ubiquitous be stigmatised? 
Why is the black dog now a big 
elephant in the work room?  

Employees can be made to 
feel scared, insecure and in-
validated for something that 
can be out of their control. 
The simple fact is that every-
one has mental as well as 
physical health issues of some 
description – and they are 
both equally important. Just 
like outside factors such as in-
juries or infection can affect 
our physical health, there are 
circumstances that can cause 
distress and affect someone’s 
mental wellbeing.  

Normalising seeking sup-
port, offering support and pri-
oritising the mind as well as 
the body will establish a safe 
support network within each 
workplace, openly fighting the 
stigma and not brushing it un-
der the carpet.

Openly fighting  
the stigma 
Why employees’ mental health should be  
prioritised in the workplace
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T en years ago it was unthink-
able that a sparkling wine 
would be made in Malaga. 

Now there are several. Between 
2014 and 2019 seven bubbly wines 
came onto the market. At the mo-
ment it is possible to buy these 
wines for between 8.50 and 25 
euros, which, although not under 
the protection of a Denominación 
de Origen (DO), are nonetheless of 
excellent quality. The wineries that 
produce these wines are from dif-
ferent parts of the province: Malaga 
city, Serranía de Ronda, Vega de 
Antequera and the Axarquía. 

Botani espumoso 
This was the first sweet muscatel 
and started production in 2014. 
Botani espumoso is sparkling wine 
made with grapes from the Axar-
quía by  Grupo Jorge Ordóñez. It 
costs between 11 and 13 euros. It 
is not difficult to find in specialty 
stores and can be bought in the La 
Malagueña wine store, a company 
recently awarded the Puerta Nueva 
prize for its commitment to the 
wines of Málaga and the Sierras de 
Málaga.  

Apiane espumoso 
Although the Tierras de Mollina  
winery no longer exists as such, 
its wines are still distributed from 
the Virgen de la Oliva cooperative, 
also based in the town of Mollina. 

Among the most successful 
wines at this time of year is the 
sparkling Apiane, a bubbly sweet 
muscatel wine made from grapes 
from this town in the Vega de An-
tequera. At present, it is distrib-
uted by Narbona Solís, which deliv-
ers it to many restaurants and spe-
cialty stores. The average price is 
around 9 euros a bottle. 

Florestel seco 
The Quitapenas winery in Gua-
dalmar has two sparkling wines, 
one sweet and one dry. This em-
blematic firm started its particu-
lar journey with these bubbly 
wines in 2014, a few months af-
ter the Botani appeared on the 
market. However, unlike the Bo-
tani, the first Florestel was dry, 
made from the Alexandria Mus-
cat  grape. It can be purchased for 
8.50 euros for the 2018 vintage 
both at the winery itself and at its 
online shop, as well as at other 
specialist online sites. 

Florestel dulce  
Following the success of Florestel 
Seco, this centenary winery pro-
duced its own sweet, sparkling 
wine in 2016, also made with Al-
exandria Muscat grapes. It can be 
purchased direct from the winery 
in Guadalmar or through it’s on-
line shop. The 2019 vintage costs 
around 8.50 euros. 

Las Olas de Melillero 
For the past three years, the Vic-
toria Ordóñez winery has been 
producing its own sparkling wine.    
This wine is a rosé that is a blend  
made from red grapes (Petit Ver-
dot, Syrah and Tempranillo) with   
Pedro Ximénez, all of them com-
ing from the Montes de Málaga re-
gion. They come from two enclaves 
located in the natural park (the 
Badillo and Puerto del León vine-
yards) and from La Fresnada, in 
the Camarolos mountain range 
(Sierra Norte de Málaga). The 2017 
vintage can be found in special-
ised wine stores and shops that 
carry gourmet products. It is 
priced at around 17 euros. It can 
also be purchased directly from 
the Bodegas Victoria Ordóñez on-
line store. 

Tartratos 
This sparkling wine, a ‘brut na-
ture’ made from Alexandria Mus-
cat grapes, came onto the market 
in 2018. This sparkling wine is 
made using the ‘champenoise’ 
method, like the classic French 
champagne. In this way, it has a 
second fermentation in the bottle 
which allows the natural develop-
ment of carbon dioxide gas and, 
therefore, the characteristic bub-
ble of this type of sparkling wine. 
In addition to representing a mile-
stone in the wine history of Malaga 
by the method used, it is also a 
great reserve. After a first vintage 
of 2015, which had 30 months ag-
ing in the bottle, the 2016 vintage 
has six months more of aging in 
the bottle. Despite this, its retail 
price is still around 25 euros. It 
can be purchased directly from 
the winery’s shop in Rincón de la 
Victoria (Licorería Antonio Muñoz 
Cabrera). 

Cloe Brut Nature 
Another prestigious winery in 
Malaga that has its own sparkling 
wine is Doña Felisa, in Ronda. In 
August of last year they brought 
out another ‘brut nature’ made 
with the ‘champenoise’ method, 
which involves a double fermen-
tation of the must in the bottle (in 
this case, fourteen months of ag-
ing). Unlike the Tartratos, this one 
is made with the Sauvignon Blanc 
grape. The average price of a bot-
tle of the 2017 vintage is around 
20 euros. You can buy it online on 
the website itself or in stores spe-
cialising in wines.

 Quality.  Some excellent 
sparkling wines are made in 
different parts of the province

Toast the New 
Year with 
sparkling wine 
from Malaga

JAVIER ALMELLONES

Malaga’s sparkling wines can often be found in specialist wine shops.  AFP

Anyone for a Chinese?

A  significant amount of 
the Chinese produce 
consumed in Spain, 

and the rest of the EU, is un-
healthy and possibly danger-
ous. In my opinion, although 
Chinese authorities exercise 
sanitary controls, many of these 
are merely symbolic and de-
signed to facilitate export of 
items that are problematic. 

 From my understanding, 
soil is polluted across the 
country and clean irrigation 
water is practically unknown. 
Corrupt health officials and 
deliberately misleading label-
ling mean that, for the Chinese 
anyway, it is never possible to 
avoid eating contaminated 
produce, and fake items, like 
honey, are universal. 

Fish is always questionable 
unless from the sea. Fish farm-
ing uses water that is polluted 
with heavy metals like mercury 
and lead. Farmed cod, tilapia 
and prawns should be avoided. 
Chicken farming is not only 
cruel in its practice, but most 
live birds carry diseases. Apple 
juice, a major export, has been 
found to contain antifreeze, and 
frozen peas are often made 
from soy, dyed green. Most of 
the garlic we eat comes from 
China, where it is invariably 
contaminated with pesticides. 
Check those supermarket 

mushrooms carefully. If they 
are from China, they will be 
doused with sulphur and for-
maldehyde to keep them look-
ing fresh. Many are repackaged 
here on arrival, so the source is 
hard to detect.  

Salt and rice are other red 
flag products, and never buy 
Chinese-produced organic 
food. The controls are lax, and 
officials accept bribes to certify 
non-organic food as organic.  

Consumers have to be vigi-
lant when buying frozen and 
tinned produce, and it is more 
important than ever to check 
the labelling very carefully.

ANDREW J. LINN 

Gargalo Godello 
A dry white wine from Ribeira 
Sacra, it has received several 
awards. The Monterrei bodega 
is owned by fashion designer 
Roberto Verino, linked to the re-
gion by his grandparents who 
also made 
wine there. 
The Godello 
grape variety 
is one of 
Spain’s best. 
Superbly 
priced at 
around €11.

WINE OF THE WEEK
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I t all began 25 years ago in 
the Ciudad Jardín district of 
Malaga city. She didn’t real-

ise it at the time, but Mari Pepa 
García was about to discover a 
new world, one which she would 
love forever. Her children, Dani 
and Mar, were fans of the Uni-
caja basketball team and had 
tickets to watch them play Olym-
piacos Piraeus in the Euroleague 
1995-96 season. Dani couldn’t 
go and Mari Pepe didn’t want 
her daughter to be on her own. 
“Come on, I’ll keep you com-
pany,” she said.  

She knew nothing about sport, 
including basketball, but was 
captivated by the atmosphere. 
“It was so much fun, I was like 
a little girl, I had such a good 
time. And it was addictive - I 
have never missed a single Euro-
pean match since!” she says. 

After that first experience, 
Mari Pepa was continually look-
ing to buy tickets and the follow-
ing year she couldn’t resist be-
coming a season ticket holder. 
“When I originally came to Ciu-
dad Jardín, I had no idea what 
life was going to be like, but it 
was so exciting. I couldn’t wait 
for match days,” she says.  

She became a football fan not 
long afterwards. Two seasons 
after watching her first basket-
ball match, La Rosaleda became 
another of her favourite places in 
the city. “I loved it when we all 
waited together for the coach to 
arrive, and as soon as we saw 
the driver we all started sing-
ing,” she says, laughing.  

This is the thing about sport; 
people not only fall in love with 
the game, but also the atmos-
phere in the stadium. That is 

definitely what happened to Mari 
Pepa, who at the age of 76 says 
she doesn’t understand much 
about the rules, but wouldn’t 
miss a match for anything.  

In both the Martín Carpena 
arena and La Rosaleda stadium 
she has a favourite place beside 
the stairs, and she is very well-
known. “People pat me on the 
shoulder and say hello. They 
know I have sweets and choco-
lates to give out to everyone,” 
she says. This granny from 
Malaga never goes unprepared; 
she always has her ‘kit’ so she 
can hand out treats to children, 
and even the workers. “I always 
make sure the people on the 
door get some,” she giggles.  

Just not the same at home 
Now, however, Mari Pepa sits on 
her sofa instead of in the stands, 

and watches the matches on 
Movistar or DAZN. She watches 
some live, and others later, but 
she is clear about one thing: 
“When I’m going to watch the 
day after, I ask my children what 
the result was. If they lose I don’t 
want to watch, I’m getting old 
now and I only want to see good 
things,” she jokes. But she longs 
to be there live, in the stands at 
the Carpena or La Rosaleda, en-
joying the music, the singing, 
and her family around her: her 
son, daughter, and grandchil-
dren Noa and Leo. “I love La 
Rosaleda, but right now nobody 
can go there, to see anything,” 
she says. She has, however, no-
ticed that there have been some 
people in the stands at the Pala-
cio de los Deportes sports com-
plex. “They must be selling some 
tickets, then... maybe we’ll be 

able to go before too long,” she 
says, hopefully. 

She can’t choose between the 
two temples of sport in Malaga. 
If there is a match on at both at 
the same time, her daughter Mar 
decides which one they should  
go to. “Sometimes we have 
watched Malaga play and then 
rushed to see Unicaja as well, 
but if the matches coincide then 
she decides which is the most 
important,” says Mari Pepa. She 
recently turned 76 but this time 
she couldn’t celebrate in her fa-
vourite places. “The boy who sits 
in front of us is also from Ciu-
dad Jardín, and one year when it 
was her birthday he made her a 
placard,” says her daughter.  

A thousand stories to tell  
After so many years watching these 
sports, Mari Pepa has thousands 
of memories, including celebra-
tions like the time fans rushed onto 
the pitch at La Rosaleda when 
Malaga gained promotion, although 
she says she wasn’t one of them. 
“There was no way I could jump 
over the barriers, so I just cheered 
in the stands,” she says. She also 
remembers when Unicaja won La 
Liga in 2006: “We were carrying 
so many green and purple bal-
loons... I was having the time of my 
life. My daughter had to go, but I 
stayed in the city centre celebrat-
ing, and then caught a bus home,” 
she says.  

Mari Pepa also used to make 
cakes for “the old Unicaja play-
ers” and take them to the bench.  

Being a fan is something very 
special and, like Mari Pepa, eve-
ryone has stories to tell. After 
all these years in Ciudad Jardín, 
following Unicaja and Malaga 
FC, she has now spent her first 
year without being able to sup-
port her teams. But she isn’t 
downhearted. She’ll be there at 
the Martín Carpena and La 
Rosaleda to cheer them on just 
as soon as she possibly can. 

Huge fan. This has been an 
unusual season for 76-year-old 
Mari Pepa García, who misses 
cheering on Malaga CF and 
Unicaja and making fellow fans’ 
lives that bit sweeter

Everyone’s 
favourite granny 
at Malaga’s 
sporting arenas

X   This fan of 
Malaga CF likes to 
dress for the occa-
sion when she sup-
ports them in the 
stands at La 
Rosaleda.

X   Mari Pepa with 
the placard she was 
presented with as a 
surprise on her 74th 
birthday, which she 
celebrated by 
watching Unicaja.

   Mari Pepa, in her 
favourite spot at the  
Martín Carpena arena.

CRISTINA PINTO

“I had no idea life would 
be so exciting... I haven’t 
missed a European game 
since; I couldn’t wait for 
match days,” she says. 

“People pat me on the 
shoulder and say hello. 
They know I have sweets 
and chocolates to give out 
to everyone”



 January 1st to 7th 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISHSPORT22

The signing of 
Alexander González 
has been confirmed; 
the right-back will 
replace Iván Calero 
who has been ruled 
out for the season 

MALAGA. After a week of rest over 
the festive period, the Malaga first 
team returned to the training 
field on Monday after undergo-
ing coronavirus testing ahead of 
a busy run of matches which will 
ultimately decide their season. 

When the football returns this 
weekend, the fixture list will be 
congested for the Blue and Whites, 
with three matches in six days, fol-
lowed by a break coinciding with 
the Spanish Supercup, held in An-
dalucía (the semi-final between 
Real Madrid and Athletic will take 
place at La Rosaleda on Thursday 
14 January). 

On Sunday the Blue and 
Whites will visit Albacete, be-
fore receiving Real Oviedo in the 

second round of the Copa del 
Rey on Wednesday. Three days 
later, on Saturday 9, they will 
host the Asturians again, this 
time in the league. 

If Malaga progress to the third 
round of the cup, three more 

games will follow before the end 
of the month. That could elevate 
to a total of seven if they make 
it to the last 16. 

In the meantime, the players 
must prepare themselves for the 
physical challenge ahead after 

their short break. On the plus 
side, players with injuries have 
had time to recover and a new 
face has joined the squad. 

Calero’s replacement 
With right-back Iván Calero 
ruled out for the rest of the sea-

son through injury, the club have 
already moved to sign his re-
placement: Venezuela interna-
tional Alexander González. 

In cases such as these, La Liga 
allows an emergency signing to 
be made. This means Malaga 
have 18 professionals on the 
books but can’t sign anyone else 
unless they sell someone. How-
ever, at this stage, as SUR un-
derstands, the club is not con-
sidering selling any first-team 
player, unless their release 
clause is paid. 

The 28-year-old right-back 
was officially unveiled on Mon-
day and joins after a bad experi-
ence with Dinamo București in 
Romania, where he, and a group 
of other players, went three 
months without pay. 

González returns to Spain’s 
second division, where he played 
for five years with Huesca, Elche 
and Mirandés before heading to 
Romania. 

The full-back, who has 48 in-
ternational caps, is excited about 
his new challenge: “It had to be 
a big club for me to return to Se-
gunda, and Malaga is among the 
biggest. I am one hundred per 
cent ready to train and adapt as 
quickly as possible.” 

González also said that he 
spoke to the other Venezuelans 
who played for the team before 
taking a final decision. “As soon 
as they found out they contacted 
me and told me that the city is 
fantastic. In fact I was here last 
summer on holiday”, said the 
footballer, who had been in 
Malaga since Saturday to sign 
his new contract.

Malaga return from their Christmas 
break with a new face in the squad 

ANTONIO 
GÓNGORA 
 

González’s signing means Malaga have 18 professionals again.  INSTAGRAM

 Sunday 3 January.  Albacete-
Malaga (kick-off 6.15pm). The 
return of league action after the 
break. 

 Wednesday 6.  Malaga-Oviedo 
(9pm). Second round of the 
Copa del Rey. 

 Saturday 9.  Malaga-Oviedo 
(6.15pm). Same opposition but 
this time in the league. 

 Saturday 16 (TBC).  Round 
three of the Copa, if Malaga 
make it past Oviedo. 

 Sunday 24 (TBC).  Malaga-
Ponferradina in the league. 

 Wednesday 27 (TBC).  Third 
round of the Copa. 

 Sunday 31 (TBC).  Alcorcón-
Malaga, in the league.

THE JANUARY RUN-IN

W hat makes headline 
football acts so com-
pelling is their ability 

to create headlines even when 
the game is having a festive 
break. 

Lionel Messi, Neymar and Di-
ego Costa have kept the media 
busy over the past week with 
the kind of buzz words journal-
ists love to use: “private jet”, 
“beach party”, “rift” and let’s 
throw in “covid” too just for 
good measure. 

With the hours ticking away 
until Messi can negotiate his exit 
from FC Barcelona, he granted 
an in-depth interview where he 
gave an insight into what may lie 
ahead. It was predictable that he 
would see out the final six 
months of his contract but then 

he dropped the bombshell of a 
new life in America. 

“I would like to play in the 
United States and experience life 
and the league there.... but ulti-

mately come back to Barcelona 
in some capacity,” he is reported 
as saying. 

Cue a frenzy of speculation 
about his preferred destination. 

In the UK they associated Man-
chester City with their sister club 
New York FC and came up with 
the conclusion he could some-
how follow Frank Lampard’s ex-
ample by playing for both. 

Some suggested he could fol-
low Zlatan Ibrahimovic to Los 
Angeles and the latest reports 
from South American outlets are 
suggesting he’s building a man-
sion in Miami, home of David 
Beckham’s MLS franchise. Messi 
managed to avoid the media by 
‘jetting’ back to Argentina for a 
family holiday. 

Also “jetting” is Neymar.  
Again, it is a non-playing story - 
it can’t be a playing story as he’s 
officially injured. However, his 
sore ankle may not prevent him 
dancing the night away at a 
party he’s reported to be host-
ing at his beachside mansion 
close to Rio de Janeiro. The 
event – Neymarpalooza – is said 
to have started on Christmas 
Day and will run until New 
Year’s Eve when 150 close 
friends of the superstar will 
congregate. 

Representatives for Neymar 
claim he’s not behind the party 
and cite an agency as the organ-
iser. Does that mean he has 
nothing to do with it or is he 

leaving the blowing of balloons 
and writing of invites to others?  
‘Pass the parcel’ has to be dis-
missed surely? 

Needless to say, it hasn’t gone 
down well in a country with the 
second worst death toll in the 
world from the pandemic.  

The final headline maker is 
Diego Costa. His second coming 
at Atlético Madrid has had an 
unexpected and premature end 
as he and the club agreed to a 
mutual parting. 

It has been a nightmare re-
turn, initially he had to wait six 
months to become registered 
and then he struggled to get his 
body fit for top-class football, 
especially the high-intensity 
variety demanded by Diego 
Simeone. 

Speculation is rife about his 
destination, with a link to Wolves 
making the most sense as a 
short-term replacement for the 
injured Raul Jiménez. 

Costa, Messi and Neymar have 
created their ‘brand’ for their 
footballing exploits, but news of 
their off-field movements does 
keep us intrigued. 

Have a happy New Year, I’m 
rushing to the airport for my pri-
vate jet to Rio. I have a party to 
attend!

Diego Costa has been linked with a move to Wolves.  EUROPA PRESS

So much for a quiet break 
Lionel Messi, Neymar and Diego Costa have been 
making plenty of non-football headlines this week

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports
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REMOVALS 

GLASS CURTAINS 



Head Office: 
Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

and  5 pm to 7 pm 

  

 

Tels.: 

952 649 692  
952 649 669 
 
Fax: 

952 611 256 
 

Advertising administrator: 
Teresa Canales 

 

 

SUR offices: 
Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2, 

2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9 

am to 2 pm.  Tel. 659 344 816 

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto 

Benavente, 1, 2nd floor. Monday 

to Thursday: 9,30 am to 14 pm. 

Friday: 9,30 am to 13,30 pm. 

Tel. 952 580 142– 605 022 121  

Web: 

www.surinenglishads.com 

Mijas: Centro Comercial  

Carrefour. Avda. Los Lirios s/n  

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 

14.30 pm. Telephones   

952 580 726 – 670 643 488 

 

Coín:  Monday to Friday  9.30 

am to 14.30 pm. 

Mobile 670 643 488 

Estepona:  Puerto deportivo de 

Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-

trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-

659 344 816. Monday to Friday  

9 am to 3 pm. 

Representative offices: 
 

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588 

Web: 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

 

How much does  
an advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon 

 

 

NNOTICE TO READERS 
 
 

SUR in English accepts NO 
RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 
 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spelling 

corrections to advertisements as 

and when deemed necessary, and 

to classify correctly any adver-

tisement. Although every care is 

taken to ensure the correct publi-

cation of advertisements, regret-

tably mistakes do sometimes 

occur. If there is an error in your 

advertisement, notify your 

agency or agent at once as SUR in 

English can only accept responsi-

bility for ONE insertion published 

incorrectly. We would like to 

advise advertisers that no free 

insertions will be given when the 

advertisement/material received 

is not suitable for print media. 
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PROPERTY FOR 
SALE 
Estepona 

UNIQUE opportunity, prime loca-
tion, front line, sea view. Urb. Ber-
meja Beach, 4 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms unusual, large terrace. Pri-
vate sale. 634300283 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are 
always looking for inland and Mijas 
properties to sell to our interested 
buyers. Tel 952491609/667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building plots. 
Tel 952491609/667067269 

Marbella 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-

teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-

age Marbella 952811311 

Property Wanted 
REALTY Plus Marbella: real estate 
buying, selling and renting services. 
Costa del Sol area. Tlf: 952 78 58 
06 sales.marbella@realty-plus.es 

PROPERTY TO LET 
Inland 
WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

Marbella 
MARBELLA Banús, 2 bedroom, long 

term, full equip, by Marina,  

gardens, pools. bravoelezo-

vic@gmail.com 34637439222 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-

teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-

age Marbella 952822311 

Mijas 
MIJAS Pueblo, central. One bed-
room apartment. Community pool. 
380€. 650192127 

LA CALA Mijas. Studio, pool, sea 
views, 400 Euros. To see photos: 
www.bit.ly/lacala +34627642642 

SWIMMING POOLS 
AND GARDEN 
Swimming Pools1 
POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella. 
678791495/952756168 sparklen-
ripple@hotmail.com www.spar-
klenripple.net 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according 
your needs. Also, we can turn your 
antic pool into a new pool design. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
+34610502623 

PROTEC Group: We create and de-

sign different kinds of swimming 

pools. Ask us for our portfolio or 

visit us at www.grupo-protec.com. 

Phone 952 587 573 

Garden 

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. Nº1 for 
trees/palms. On the Costa since 
1998. +34711010971/ 
+34600260534 www.spain-
tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also 
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623 
www.dreamgarden.es 

THE ARBORIST: Specialist tall tree 
jos.Cheapest price. Also painting 
house/ apartments/ villas. Whatsapp 
637203528 Check Facebook/ In-
stagram: Specialtall tree jobs 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

PROTEC Group: Construction com-
pany dedicated to the construction 
and comprehensive refurbishment 
of villas and all types of houses in 
the Marbella area and the entire 
Costa del Sol. www.grupo-pro-
tec.com or 952 587 573 

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists. 
Established 2005. 
634315264//652640871 

CONSTRUCTIONin general, all types 
of reforms. Quality building at the 
right price. Stuart 648153718 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH 
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 
www.costadiggers.com 
678450051 

Plumbers 

CITY & Guilds. Qualified plumber. 

All areas covered. Adrian 67763272 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com  
P&S INTERIOR / Design + Home 
Staging . Tlf: 95 278 86 05 / 
sales@psinterior.es / www.psinte-
rior.es

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 expert-
gates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/605356469 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 
WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 
PROTEC Group offers awnings and 
blinds for both interior and exterior 
use. Quality products selected to fit 
your particular needs. www.grupo-
protec.com or 952 587 573 

Upholstery 
UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

POLISH  your marble or clean ter-
race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30 
years experience guaranteed work. 
671244683 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-

ily business. Terracota cleaned and 

sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 

areas. 952930861/ 607610578 

www.cleansol.business 
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CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

PROTECGroup: Manufacturing, dis-
tribution and installation of UPVC 
and aluminium windows and doors 
as well as UPVC and aluminium en-
closures. Our services include the 
supply and installation of UPVC win-
dows from Salamander and Köm-
merling but also aluminium frames 
from Reynolds and Technal. 
www.grupo-protec.com or 952 587 
573 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! ge-
nevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/ 678768454 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 
AIR CONDITIONINGinstallation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/679284959 

Cleaning Services 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 

including leather cleaned on site. 

685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

General Services 
STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella. 952811311 

Mosquito Screens 
MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 
SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
upholstery, made to measure, wide 
range fabrics/foam. 672800887 ju-
deinspain@hotmail.com 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 
Translators 
TRANSLATIONS All languages. 
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com 

Others 

ADVICE on specialized immigration 
paperwork ((Brexit, golden visas, 
renewals, nationalities, etc) Com-
plete services for real estate. 
Info@adviaconsulting.es.  www.ad-
viaconsulting.es. 640331363 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 
MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 
on time. 651081610 

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular services Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

WORLDWIDE Shipping, door2door 
service. British Removal Company 
SL. www.brcspain.com 
952426463 

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport. 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311 

www.moveit-storeit.com Phone 
David 696810618 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FURNITURE wanted same day col-

lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. House/ 
garage/ bar clearances. Steve 
602637242 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

LOOKING FOR CHINA & GLASS-
WARE. ALSO COLLECTABLES & 
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. 
661402134 

WANTED household/ garden fur-
niture. 20 years on the Coast. 
660366033 

MOTORS 
Buy / Sell Cars 
WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & finance no problem. Call 
now, cash waiting. 687049592/ 
622229673 

WANTED wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 
or Spanish...685524921 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any 

age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-

lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

PHONE me first or last!! I pay 
more!! Cars, caravans or commer-
cial. 660366033 

Repairs 
ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 
CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying or registering & save 
tax. www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 
Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 67978669/ 
606101807 

NAUTICAL 

PUERTO Banus 8M  mooring for 
rental. Tel 630614252 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web: www.lo-
calsoft.com 

CAR CLEANER wanted in estepona, 
no experience needed, full time 
job,hours and days are negotiable, 
Info mail: export@euro-automo-
tive.be 
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HEALTH & BEAUTY 
Massage 
KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia 
656350401 

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmádena. Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289 

MASSAGE specialist Benalmádena. 
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65. 
Please wear your mask. 621395221 

MATURE  male masseur for men. 
Velez-Malaga. Tel. 
00447566231704 Whatsapp 

MALE masseur, specialising in men. 
Competa area. Whatsapp 
0032478253141 

THERAPEUTIC Male Masseur. Asian 
style male massage for men. 
Whatsapp 632629075 

FUENGIROLA: Balines, antistress, 
soothing full body masage by silk 
hands!! 600231544 

Therapists 
MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-
selling & Psychosexual thera-py  
COSRT & BACP Accredited. Indi-
viduals&Couples +447813944146 
www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard 

Others 
SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack  10.   gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

TV / SATELLITE 
Satellite Installation 

BBC SYSTEM 150 euros uk chann-
les iptv 25 Euros include Europeens 
channels. Smart TV 55, 4 K 395 
Euros, 58, 440 Euros Jose Sotto 
Since 1973 mobile 670443838  
Telephone 952 443 838, email: jose-
sottoamselem77@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired/ up-
graded. Data Recovery. 18 yrs 
helping people. info@soltecs-
pain.com Neil: 662379899 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

Phones-Mobile 

REPAIR your phone. Manzana Rota 

Fuengirola (Miramar shopping cen-

tre). We repair all mobile devices in 

just 1 hour. WhatsApp 623222595 

PETS 
Kennels / Cattery 
PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El 
Grande. Holiday accommodation 
for dogs & cats. Individually 
heated/aircon kennels. Call 
685400216 www.petca-
respain.com Follow us on Face-
book at Petcare Spain  
CAT & DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/630197435 
www.catanddogworld.com 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

CONSULATES

Great Britain                   C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                                                    952352300 
USA                                   Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                                             952474891 
Belgium                           Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                                      951516019 
Denmark                          Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                                     952211797 
Norway                            Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola                             952667955 
Canada                             C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                                      952223346 
Germany                          Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                                                952363591 
Sweden                            Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                                          952604383 
Ireland                             Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                                                  952475108 

France                              Calle Salvago, 2, Malaga                                                                            954293200 
Italy                                  Alameda Principal, 35, Malaga                                                                  902502512 
Austria                             Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                                 646060972 
Finland                             Calle Córdoba, 6, Malaga                                                                            952212435 
Saudi Arabia                   Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                                          952310358 
Greece                              Dr Manuel Perez Bryan, Malaga                                                                  95225689 
Iceland                             Calle Marín García, Malaga                                                                        952661200 
Philippines                      C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                                           952771850 
Hungary                           Av. de Velásquez, (Crce aeropuerto) Malaga                                         952236966

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator  112 
National Police  091 
Local (municipal) Police 092 
Medical 061  
Fire 080 
Guardia Civil  062 
Sea Rescue  900202202  
Crime report  902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  
 
Samaritans in Spain  900525100 
Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 
Age Care 952933409 
Age Concern (Estepona) 608458555 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  
 
Salud Responde  955545060 
(Doctors’ appointments and advice) 

ESTEPONA                                       

Bus Station 955038665 
Taxi Service 952802900 
Tourist Office 952802002 
Town Hall 952801100 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

BusStation 952475066 
Taxi Service 952471000 
Tourist Office 952467625 
Town Hall 952589300 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 

MALAGA                                            

Bus Station 952350061 
Railway Station 902240202 
Taxi Service 952345693 
Tourist Office 951926020 

MARBELLA                                       

Bus Station 955038665  
Taxi Service 952774488 
Tourist Office 952768760 
Town Hall 952761100 
Foreign Residents Dept.   952768760 

MIJAS                                                 

Town Hall  952485900 
Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 
Taxi 952478288 
Tourism Office 952589034 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 

NERJA                                               

Bus Station 902422242 

Taxi Service 952520537 
Tourist Information  952521531 
Town Hall 952548400 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401 

TORREMOLINOS                              

Bus Station 902143144 
Taxi Service 952380600 
Tourist Office 952371909 
Town Hall 952379400 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952374231 

BENALMÁDENA                              

Bus Station 902450550 
Taxi Service 952441545 
Tourist Office 952442494 
Town Hall 952374231 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA                              

Bus Station 952503162 
Taxi 952540016 
Town Hall 952559100 
Tourist Office 952541104  

GIBRALTAR                                       

General emergency 199/112(mobiles) 
Fire/ambulance (emergency) 190 
Tourist Office (00350) 20074950 
Taxi (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

Coronavirus information

955 545 060
Other emergencies

061 / 112
For general health 
emergencies. Avoid 
using this if not urgent

There is also a numbero to notify symptoms, but 
to avoid jamming the line try the APP first

900 400 061

To notify symptoms of coronavirus
With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone
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AAries  
21 March - 20 April 
Ready for take-off Aries? 
As 2021 gets under way 
you’ll be keen to put the 
past behind you and em-
brace new and exciting op-
tions. The spirit of discov-
ery is strong, and if you are 
ready to take on board new 
challenges you can go far. 
As a pioneer and adven-
turer, you often pride your-
self on going where no per-
son has been before. But 
with a focus on team play-
ers Aquarius, you might go 
even further when you af-
filiate yourself with a 
group, organisation or kin-
dred spirits. 
With sobering Saturn fac-
ing off with Uranus and in a 
tight angle from February 
until July, it may be hard to 
adjust to new values. What 
can bring relief and a fresh 
perspective is the move-
ment of Jupiter into flowing 
Pisces for a brief spell from 
13 May until 29 July. If you 
find yourself crystallising 
instead of transforming, 
then reach into this sub-
lime energy and let go. You 
won’t lose anything, and 
have much to gain instead. 
Where romance is con-
cerned you have great po-
tential, and others can be 
drawn to you for many rea-
sons. Don’t get carried 
away though. There are 
times when you may want 
to ignore an instinctive 
nudge, but it’s better to lis-
ten and act on it. 
Ready to enjoy a leadership 
role? You may have the 
perfect credentials to be a 
manager and organiser, but 
this comes with the realisa-
tion that if you succeed, it 
will be because others have 
played their part too. It’s 
important to express your 
unique qualities and tal-
ents, as by harmonising 
them with the efforts of 
others success could be 
yours.

What’s in the stars for 2021?

TTaurus 
21 April - 21 May 
During 2021 you are ready 
to soar, Taurus, yet also ea-
ger to take a deeper dive as 
you seek new experiences. 
You’ll have many opportu-
nities to unravel emotional 
entanglements that may be 
preventing you from hav-
ing your full share of love, 
financial wellbeing and 
happiness. It’s time to let go 
of whatever no longer 
serves, and doing so can be 
very freeing. 
There is so much you 
might want to accomplish, 
especially with Saturn and 
Jupiter in your career zone. 
You are ready to take on 
board new responsibilities 
and challenges, even if it 
means leaving your com-
fort zone. Others will be 
watching you though, so 
you will need to set the 
right example. You might 
not enjoy this at first as it 
can grate, but if you can 
adapt you’ll fly even higher. 
You are not on your own 
though, as you will be at-
tuned to the deeper current 
of life, so listen to your in-
stincts and take note of 
your dreams as they may 
contain valuable guidance. 
A relationship could be 
heading for a more com-
mitted walk, but be certain 
this is right for you. This is 
a year in which your values 
might change, and as a re-
sult your relationships may 
go through some shifts too. 
You’ll have great support 
from friends as Jupiter en-
ters your social zone from 
13 May until 29 July. They 
will be there when needed, 
and this can be very com-
forting. 
This year you can draw to 
yourself some fabulous ca-
reer opportunities and pro-
motions, and this will be a 
result of all your hard work. 
It’s time to enjoy your re-
ward. 

GGemini  
22 May - 21 June 
2021 brings so many new 
possibilities your way, 
Gemini. But your fortunes 
could change for the bet-
ter when you’re willing to 
work alongside others as 
a team, collaborate and 
see the bigger picture. 
You may find yourself 
drawn to humanitarian 
causes and ideals. Being 
involved in schemes and 
plans that can make the 
world a better place 
might be so important to 
you. In fact, it will change 
you as a person as you 
resonate with new ideas 
and ideals. This is where 
you’ll find your feet and 
relish the projects, con-
versations and friend-
ships that spring from it. 
With a Saturn-Uranus an-
gle peaking between 
January and July, you 
could sabotage your own 
success if you can’t let go 
of beliefs that may be 
holding you back. Yet 
Uranus is perfectly 
placed to allow this proc-
ess to take place, if you 
can go with it. Tie up 
those loose ends and 
you’ll feel so much better. 
As Jupiter moves into 
your topmost sector from 
13 May to 29 July, your 
job or career could be-
come the arena where 
you truly shine. 
There are dynamic possi-
bilities for love, but some-
one may feel they are be-
ing sacrificed for your ca-
reer, or vice versa. It 
could be that this person 
needs a lot of attention, 
and with your freedom-
loving nature you could 
find this a tad galling. 
There is potential for a 
relationship that is every-
thing you could want, al-
though you might not rec-
ognise it right away. 
If you’ve worked hard to 
get money matters 
sorted, then keep the mo-
mentum going. Don’t 
throw away your hard 
work by making rash de-
cisions. A sound ap-
proach can give you a 
foundation to build on.

CCancer 
22 June - 23 July 
Is this the year you take 
charge of your destiny, 
Cancer? 2021 may be the 
portal to a deeply fascinat-
ing time in which the proc-
ess of transformation can 
see you coming into your 
own. You could have a 
yearning for something 
that takes you out of the or-
dinary and propels you on 
to a healing and spiritual 
path that might make you 
whole in the process. 
New Year, new you, and 
your friendships could 
change as you do. Certain 
people may no longer 
chime with the values you 
are ready to adopt. New 
friends will show up who 
are on a different wave-
length, and who you can 
more easily relate to. With 
attitudes being very fixed, 
any bad feeling can be dis-
sipated by adopting a more 
accepting and compassion-
ate approach to those who 
cannot or will not change. 
When Jupiter moves into 
Pisces from 13 May until 29 
July, you’ll really feel this 
and be willing to let others 
make any adjustments in 
their own way. Technology 
might play a big part in 
finding love, and a virtual 
relationship could run for 
some time before you meet 
in the flesh. 
Lovely Sun-Jupiter aspects 
between 24 - 29 January, 
22 - 24 June and 14- 16 Oc-
tober can be helpful for fi-
nances, with money-mak-
ing opportunities showing 
up. You may be more ex-
perimental in your love life 
too, as Saturn your ruler 
moves into Aquarius. Re-
garding your career, things 
may be quieter in this re-
spect with Mars moving out 
of this zone after a six-
month stay. Even so, you 
will be hard at work looking 
for new opportunities, and 
some of these can be ex-
actly what you’ve been hop-
ing for. You might feel you 
have stepped onto the right 
path at last.

LLeo 
24 July - 23 August 
You’ll be ready for new 
creative adventures, and a 
chance to indulge those 
passions that leaves you 
upbeat and recharged. 
Good things are coming 
your way, Leo, as 2021 is 
unleashed. A powerful fo-
cus on your sector of rela-
tionships involves close 
partnerships, as well as 
other types of interaction, 
including networking, 
friendships and group ac-
tivities. By working along-
side others you can accom-
plish so much more. How-
ever, new ideas and ideals 
that are absorbed from oth-
ers could be a clash with 
your more traditional ambi-
tions and plans, giving 
much food for thought. The 
people you liaise with might 
change you and your 
dreams, and goals may 
shift. Perhaps you’ll no 
longer want the things you 
once did. 
This is also a year when you 
need to pace yourself, as so-
bering Saturn faces off with 
electric Uranus, which may 
be a tad exhausting. Find a 
way to balance activities so 
you have plenty of chance 
to rest. This involves taking 
a break from too much 
screen time as well. Still, 
with a powerful focus con-
tinuing in your wellness 
zone, you’ll be keen to stay 
on track and do whatever 
you can in this regard. 
While finances look to be 
fairly stable this year, you 
will get a boost when Jupi-
ter moves into your sector 
of shared assets between 13 
May and 29 July. A wise in-
vestment of your money 
could bring a positive re-
turn. Avoid taking too much 
of a risk though, as this 
might backfire. In terms of 
your career, this can be a 
time of dynamic change in 
the way you work and what 
you work at. You could 
jump tracks more than 
once as you experiment 
with what brings you great-
est satisfaction. 
Your love life can be both 
exciting and challenging, 
Leo, but you’ll be willing to 
overcome any complica-
tions to make the most of 
this propitious time that 
has so much going for it.

VVirgo 
24 August - 23 September 
Welcome to 2021, Virgo, 
and to a year that has so 
much promise. With a ma-
jor emphasis on your life-
style zone and a fascina-
tion with techniques, 
strategies, lists and rou-
tines, this is an excellent 
opportunity to get your life 
in order so you can accom-
plish your brightest goals. 
It’s also a chance to experi-
ment with new ideas, tech-
niques and technologies, 
and find ways to unleash 
your tremendous poten-
tial. The snag may be in 
getting stuck in routines 
that have passed their use-
fulness. If something has 
always worked you might 
be against doing anything 
differently. But taking that 
leap of faith could mean 
the difference between do-
ing well or simply ticking 
over. You’ll free up more 
time too, if you adopt new 
ways and means. 
Career-wise this can be a 
positive year, with oppor-
tunities for some exciting 
jobs showing up, and these 
could take you into new 
territory. It seems that 
your skills and abilities 
may be very much in de-
mand, but will perhaps be 
used in a different setting 
to what you are used to. 
Finances seem fairly 
steady, and you can be 
content to let things tick 
over or to invest any extra 
money in your home or 
property. Be careful 
though, as not all deals 
may be as good as you 
think. Take care to read 
the small print. Beautify-
ing your home might also 
be something you’ll enjoy, 
particularly as expansive 
Jupiter moves into imagi-
native Pisces between 13 
May and 29 July. Mind, 
with a Solar Eclipse in 
your career sector on 10 
June, there is the possibil-
ity of an exciting advance-
ment if you’re up for it. 
Your love life looks set to 
sparkle, particularly be-
tween 13 May and 29 July, 
and next year can be even 
better in this regard.
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 New Year horoscope.  See what astrologers say could be in store for the coming twelve months

SScorpio 
24 October - 22 November 
Get ready for an exciting 
2021, Scorpio. With sober-
ing Saturn and jovial Jupi-
ter in your domestic zone 
making key angles, home 
and family life can be an 
opportunity for expansion, 
as well as a chance to plan 
and sort out any ongoing 
issues. You may have to 
deal with someone’s awk-
ward attitude though, and 
this could generate con-
flict if you’re trying to 
move ahead. Tact and dis-
cretion might be needed, 
and some degree of flexi-
bility. If neither of you are 
willing to budge, then you 
will get nowhere. A long-
term partnership could 
suffer unless you find a 
way to compromise. 
You may want to upgrade 
aspects of your home and 
make it more technologi-
cal and perhaps eco-
friendly. There is a chance 
of a move if doing so helps 
you feel more secure or 
adds more stability to your 
life. To this end, you could 
be eager to locate some-
where that has opportuni-
ties, with a positive and 
safe environment. 
With Jupiter in your 
money planet and domes-
tic sector for much of the 
year, you may be keen to 
invest in your home, and 
make it a warm and com-
fortable place to be. As this 
exuberant planet moves 
into Pisces for a brief flir-
tation between 13 May and 
29 July, it’s time to kick 
back and enjoy life. There 
are options for romance, 
creative developments and 
for taking a well-deserved 
break. 
Solo? This can be quite a 
delightful year for finding 
love, particularly between 
13 May and 29 July. Spo-
ken for? Relationships 
could be tested, but this 
might be helped by being 
willing to explore new 
ways to be together. 

AAquarius 
21 January - 19 February 
With 2021 knocking on 
your door, you’ll start the 
year as you mean to carry 
on, that is, with the deter-
mination to accomplish 
your goals. You may have a 
more serious take on mat-
ters than is warranted at 
times, due to having so-
bering Saturn in your sign. 
Yet with expansive Jupiter 
here for much of the year, 
good things and great op-
portunities can show up 
for you. You won’t let your-
self get carried away and 
will test each step as you 
go. However, you’ll be keen 
to experiment with new 
ideas, technologies and 
perspectives, and this 
could have a profound ef-
fect on any choices and de-
cisions you make. 
This can also be the year 
your home environment 
undergoes quite a change, 
either because of a move 
or because different dy-
namics are operating 
within the home. These 
may be what you want, but 
they could be quite jarring 
for a while until things 
start to gel and you begin 
to feel at home in your do-
mestic setup once again. 
As Jupiter makes a brief 
foray into Pisces and your 
money sector from 13 May 
to 29 July, it’s an opportu-
nity to make the most of 
any financial opportuni-
ties. If you invest wisely 
you could do very well. 
When it comes to finances 
and career, this could be a 
prosperous year for you, 
as you have a great sense 
of purpose, fabulous man-
agement skills and your 
work ethic is also very 
strong. When it comes to 
money though, your intui-
tion can be your guide to 
financial increase. 
Your social life is also very 
important to you, espe-
cially during the first five 
months, when your con-
nections with others can 
be a catalyst for change in 
your own life. 

Libra 
24 September - 23 October 
As 2021 gets under way, 
your sector of leisure and 
creativity is busy. The cos-
mos is encouraging you to 
indulge your love of cer-
tain activities as a way to 
refuel and rediscover your 
passion. You need a 
chance to kick back and 
enjoy life, especially after 
an intense couple of years. 
To this end you’ll be keen 
to experiment with new 
hobbies and pastimes, and 
with dating too. If you’re 
looking for romance you 
may be drawn to those 
who are older, have had a 
lot of experience of life, or 
have refreshing perspec-
tives to share. In a long-
term partnership? This 
seems to be fairly stable, 
but you’ll also crave excite-
ment and new challenges, 
especially if your bond has 
been in a bit of a rut. 
This year, you look set to 
go far with a new business 
idea or other opportunity. 
But to do so, you need to 
clear the decks first. Is 
there a situation that is 
holding you back from be-
ing the success you de-
serve? When you can pin-
point it and do something 
about it, new springs of 
energy will be revealed. 
Your motivation and will-
ingness to try new things 
could return. 
When it comes to finances, 
Pluto in your home and 
family sector suggests you 
may be making money 
from your home or prop-
erty, or perhaps working 
from home on a more per-
manent basis. 
Ready to showcase your 
creative skills to the 
world? You may have abili-
ties that have so far re-
mained dormant. This 
year encourages you to be 
more forward about what 
you can do. Overcome your 
doubts and there could be 
sparkling developments 
on the cards for you. 

Sagittarius 
23 November - 21 December 
What a year 2021 looks to 
be Archer! You’ll have a 
chance to bring your goals 
and plans into fruition, 
and this can be very fulfill-
ing after a spell where 
other people’s needs 
seemed to take priority. 
Whatever you want to en-
joy or accomplish, this is 
your chance to go for it. 
The connections and 
friendships you make 
could be key to the success 
and happiness you are 
hoping for. You may link to 
groups with ecological or 
humanitarian interests, 
and this can influence you 
greatly. You might feel you 
should change your ways, 
and yet this could seem a 
step too far. Easy does it! 
Take such developments 
in stages, especially those 
that benefit energy levels 
and wellbeing. The key is 
not to stress over it. 
Your home and family life 
will benefit from the brief 
sojourn of Jupiter into Pi-
sces between 13 May and 
29 July, and you might 
have a desire to beautify 
your home, but also to 
generate income from 
there. The main benefits of 
this influence may be felt 
from next year, but this 
year you’ll be ready to lay 
the groundwork. 
With Pluto continuing in 
your money zone this is a 
great time for planning, 
especially as regards 
taxes, inheritances and 
purging excess waste. It’s 
an opportunity to get rid 
of, or sell, anything you 
don’t use very much, and 
you’ll feel a great sense of 
freedom from doing so. 
With Saturn, your financial 
planet, in Aquarius, any-
thing associated with writ-
ing, blogging or making 
money online can do well. 
Regarding your love life, 
the Solar Eclipse on 10 
June could be a stepping-
stone to a new phase in a 
key relationship, or even a 
chance to turn over a new 
leaf.

Capricorn 
22 December - 20 January 
You may have big plans for 
2021, but taking a step 
back and seeing the bigger 
picture can assist you in 
making the right decisions 
and choices. It might be 
worth taking some time 
out to reflect on what you 
really want, a question that 
may be uppermost in your 
mind during this deeply 
interesting year. Saturn 
your ruler, journeys 
through your sector of re-
sources, finances and tal-
ents, along with Jupiter. 
Are you making the most 
of your skills and abilities? 
You may be keen to ex-
plore freelance, creative or 
entrepreneurial opportu-
nities for work, which 
might seem a little pre-
carious if you are used to a 
regular wage, but which 
you could now find very 
appealing. Don’t make too 
sudden a jump though. Be 
prepared to make any 
changes slowly and care-
fully to avoid excess stress. 
You might also find re-
newed interest in teach-
ing, writing or using your 
technological skills to earn 
extra cash. Sparkling op-
portunities may be had in 
this regard as Jupiter 
moves into Pisces tempo-
rarily from 13 May to 29 
July. 
Children may be going 
through more of an experi-
mental phase, and the way 
you talk to them about 
their behaviour can be the 
key to creating a more 
positive bond. An authori-
tarian approach might not 
work at all. 
This can be a strong finan-
cial year as long as you 
don’t fritter away money 
on impulse. This is gener-
ally unlike you, Capricorn, 
but with hard angles be-
tween Jupiter, Saturn and 
Uranus, a sense of frustra-
tion may find you doing 
something that puts your 
hard work in jeopardy. If 
you avoid such actions and 
pace yourself, then Jupi-
ter’s presence in your 
money zone for much of 
the year could help you to 
build prosperity.

Pisces 
20 February - 20 March 
As you step into 2021, Pi-
sces, you could find that 
your search for spiritual 
nourishment has deep-
ened. This might be due to 
the difficulties experi-
enced during 2020, and a 
need for something deeper 
to sustain you through the 
coming months. Your 
natural spiritual urges 
would have been en-
hanced by the presence of 
Neptune in your sign for 
some years now. This year, 
you may want to commit 
further to understanding 
your true potential and 
discovering your heart’s 
desire. Starting a practice 
that can ease any stresses 
and bring greater peace of 
mind could be of major 
importance. In fact, this 
may be the reason that you 
take this path in the first 
place, so you can respond 
more calmly to the ups 
and downs of life, and take 
them in your stride. This 
year might well have one 
or two challenges, as does 
every year. Taking up 
meditation, yoga or the 
practice of mindfulness, 
could help you navigate 
through such situations 
with ease. 
You’ll sparkle in other 
ways too, as Jupiter your 
co-ruler moves into your 
sign for a brief stay be-
tween 13 May and 29 July. 
This gives you a taster of 
what is to come next year, 
when it moves in for a 
longer period. During 
these weeks, you could ex-
perience good fortune and 
perhaps an opportunity 
for a dream of yours to 
come true. 
Your career may be going 
through changes, and this 
can be down to the Lunar 
Eclipse on 26 May and the 
Solar Eclipse on 4 Decem-
ber. However, if you’re pre-
pared to go with the flow, 
these could be beneficial 
and lead to a more pros-
perous and fulfilling path.
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Houston 2. Philadelphia                       

3. Arkansas 4. Chicago

Hillary Clinton was born in 
which US city?

1. Everest 2. Elbert                       

3. Broad Peak  4. Ouray

What is the name of the 
highest mountain in the 
Rockies?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11442

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

You’ll be busier from this week as Mars 

moves in and encourages you to get on 

with domestic tasks and projects. If you 

have been flagging in this respect, you 

may feel a renewed burst of energy. 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

After a precarious few months the plans 

you make now will be down-to-earth, 

and this can inspire renewed 

confidence.       

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Socially, things may pick up, with a 

desire to liaise with those in positions of 

power as well as a willingness to make 

new friends.        

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

If you’ve felt all at sea for some while, 

this can change from this week as feisty 

Mars enters your sign and you begin to 

feel more in control of your life.         

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

While you may be excited about what 

the future holds, you might feel 

drawn to upgrade your inner game 

with some self-improvement, or 

perhaps by linking with a coach.  

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Ready to put energy into your social 

life? The presence of Mars encourages a 

proactive phase, so you may be busy. 

But you’ll also get support and feedback 

on your latest plans.     

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Your career can be energized as Mars 

moves into a prominent zone. As a 

result, you may be on the ball when it 

comes to making decisions and putting 

yourself in the spotlight.         

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

After a more intense phase you may 

feel lighter and brighter as Mars moves 

into your sector of travel for around six 

weeks. Its presence encourages you to 

embrace new opportunities.     

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

With Venus entering your home zone a 

peaceful vibe may be felt that might 

help smooth over difficulties and 

perhaps encourage you to give your 

place a makeover.   

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

As Mars enlivens your relationship zone 

its presence can stir up any issues that 

have been swept under the carpet. Yet 

bringing them out into the open may be 

a relief.    

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

From this week you’ll have more energy 

for your daily tasks and be ready to let 

go of activities that are serving no 

useful purpose.     

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

As dynamic Mars enters your sector of 

self-expression, it’s time to let others 

see how brilliant you are. The cosmos 

encourages you not to hold back.

6 2 1 4
2 9 6

3 5 7 8 9
6 9 8 1

4
9 3 1 5 7
5 2 9
4 7 3 5

6 2 8

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 
Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down

WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER

Out with the old and in with the 
new may be an old expression 
but it couldn’t be said with more 
sincerity this year. 2020 has been   
a year of trial and tribulation for  
just about everybody, with seem-
ingly insurmountable problems  
posed by the pandemic. However 
the dark days were brightened 
by the community spirit of peo-
ple everywhere, with impromptu 
concerts from balconies, mes-
sages of support 
and acts of kind-
ness. Throughout 
the year, the SUR in 

English team have reported on 
the Covid-19 crisis, which at 
times nearly obliterated the news 
about Brexit, but with a vaccine 
now available and a Brexit deal 
reached, we’re hoping that 2021  
will bring better news, good 
health and prosperity to all our 
readers and their loved ones.  
Don’t forget you can contact us 
with your news and views by 
emailing surinenglish.su@di-

ariosur.es or via 
Facebook @sureng-
lish or Twitter 
@SUR_English.

Hope for the New Year

Answer: Chicago. 

Of interest: Hillary Diane Rodham 

Clinton was born and raised in the 

city of Chicago in the US. She had 

met Bill Clinton at Yale Law School 

and moved to Arkansas. 

  

Answer: Elbert 

Of interest: Mount Elbert is the 

highest summit of the Rocky 

Mountains of North America and 

the highest point in the US state of 

Colorado and the entire Mississippi 

River drainage basin. The mountain 

was named in honor of a Colorado 

statesman, Samuel Hitt Elbert.

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 

question mark is N.  Reindeer, 

stocking, presents, all 

associated with Christmas.

Monument to a bull

Language Crossword

Last week:  
Torre de Benagalbón 

This unusual fountain in the shape of a 

dandelion seed head is on Calle 

Tempestad. 
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FERNANDO TORRES 

The first car bomb explosion 
killed Carlos Sáenz de Tejada 
García, 28, and Diego Salva 
Lezaun, 27. The two Guardia Civil 
officers were victims of the attack 
that the terrorist group ETA car-
ried out in Palmanova, Mallorca, 
on 30 July 2009. 

The terrorists had prepared a 
second car bomb that was ready 
to be detonated while the authori-
ties were still responding to the 
first incident. 

But they hadn’t counted on 
Ajax, a Guardia Civil dog special-
ised in the detection of explosives, 
along with his handler, Sergeant 
Juan Carlos Alabarces. 

The dog identified the vehicle 
and avoided a massacre. 

“He saved many lives, includ-

ing mine,” acknowledged the of-
ficer at a ceremony on Monday 
when his home town of Antequera 
honoured the German Shepherd 
with the unveiling of a statue in 
the dog’s honour. 

Ajax’s career ended in 2012 
and lived out his last days at the 
Lobo Park in Antequera, where 
he died in 2013. 

After retiring Ajax received 
several honours including in-
ternational recognition with a 
gold medal from the British 
charity, the People’s Dispensary 
for Sick Animals. Just 30 ani-
mals have ever received this elite 
distinction. 

Ajax also received a private 
audience with King Juan Carlos 
in recognition of his bravery. But 
now, on a rainy day in December, 
Antequera has installed a bust of 
the animal carved in solid stone 
by the artist Antonio García. 

The general director of the Civil 
Guard, María Gámez, presided 
over the emotional ceremony 
which was led by the town’s 
mayor Manuel Barón. 

Ajax’s partner Alabarces 
thanked the town and the Guardia 
Civil for making this commemo-
ration possible and explained that 
the connection between the pair 
had been “immediate”. 

He also explained that Ajax 
had all of the values that the 
Guardia Civil stands for: “Loy-
alty. honour, discipline and the 
spirit of sacrifice.” 

Despite the time that has 
passed, Alabarces says: “What we 
saw that day will never be forgot-
ten.” He explained: “Ajax located 
another vehicle carefully pre-
pared to implode and cause a 
massacre of women and children, 
as it was in an area full of hotels 
in full summer.” 

On that day, the black and “fire-
coloured” dog became a symbol 
of the fight against ETA  

“Ajax was much more than a 
dog. He represented the tenac-
ity, service and dedication” of all 
those who had to face the bombs 
and gunshots. 

The German Shepherd who helped stop countless lives being lost in Mallorca, is now commemorated in Antequera.  ANTONIO J. GUERRERO

Ajax, the police dog 
that prevented a 
terrorist ‘massacre’
 A four-legged hero.  The German Shepherd who 
prevented the terrorist group ETA from committing a 
second attack in Mallorca in July 2009 has been 
honoured with a statue in Antequera


