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ELDEVENIR. A
NEW ADDITION
TOTHE LOCAL
ART SCENE

Maria Rosa Jurado has
opened the new
contemporary art space
in Torrox with photos
by Jesus Chacon 2o

Junta urges public to 'stay at home' in face
of ‘'explosion’ of new Covid-19 cases

The regional government is set to announce
new, stricter measures today, Friday, to curb
a sudden surge in infections locally

New restrictions brought in by
the Andalusian regional govern-
ment on Monday appear to have
come too late to halt a dramatic
surge in coronavirus infection

across the region. By Thursday,
regional president Juanma Mo-
reno was calling on people to vol-
untarily stay at home and reduce
contact, ahead of today’s meet-

ing of the regional committee of
experts on the pandemic, which
is expected to announce new,
stricter measures, including lim-
its on movement. P4

The pandemic has set local
tourism back 40 years

Figures for Malaga
province in 2020 show
that there were 75%
fewer visitors and losses
of 10.3 billion euros p1e
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Man wanted over acid
attack evades the
police as Costa
manhunt escalates rs

The cold
weather leaves
its mark across
the province

The heavy rain which led
to a double tragedy in
Mijas was followed by
snow and widespread cold
on the Costa and inland

Estimates calculate that
there could up to 1000
claims from those affected
by floods, with a value of
about four million euros pa

A couple walk their dogin a
snow-covered Sierra de las
Nieves earlier this week.
VANESSA MELGAR

British man, 65, found
dead inblazein
wooden house in
Comares rs
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The heavy rain which led to ariver tragedy in
Mijas is followed by snow and widespread cold
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A weekend of intense
weather events brought
327mmof rainin
Estepona and Costa
beaches whitewashed by
hailstones

SUR

MALAGA. After the heavy rain in
Malaga province last weekend,
and the damage from Storm Fi-
lomena, came the snow and icy
temperatures to complicate at-
tempts by those affected to get
back to normal.

Last Friday (8 January), at the
height of the downpour from Fi-
lomena, a man and woman
drowned in a swollen river in the
rural Esparragal area of Mijas.

Their vehicle was dragged
along by the Rio Fuengirola after
they stopped on a nearby track;
another man and woman travel-
ling in the car were rescued.

A team of divers recovered the
body of the woman from the vehi-
cle but the man was swept away
by the strong currents, despite
efforts to throw him a lifeline. His
body was later recovered after a
search by divers.

A team of divers recovered
the body of a woman from
the vehicle but the man
was swept away by the
strong currents

Despite the town hall’s notices
prohibiting using the river cross-
ings, council sources in Mijas said
that last Friday there were more
than thirty rescues of people
trapped in cars during the storm.

Elsewhere along the Costa, fire-
fighters using a ladder rescued a
man who was trapped inside his
vehicle by the flood waters from
a swollen river in the Parque An-
tena area of Estepona.

Flooding

Flooding after a heavy downpour
in the centre of Alhaurin de la
Torre dragged several parked mo-
torcycles and street furniture
down the street, where several
homes and garages were also
flooded.

Over the two days of rain, the
heaviest rain from Filomena was
in Estepona where 327mm fell,
around 60 per cent of typical an-
nual rainfall in the province, al-
though the intensity of the rain
varied from place to place.

The port of Malaga measured
waves of almost six metres at the
peak of the storm with an aver-
age of 3.5 metres.
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Guardia Civil later found the man's body in the Fuengirola river. futo saLAs

A significant amount of snow
fell on parts of the interior of
Malaga province on Sunday - par-
ticularly affecting the Serrania
de Ronda.

From the early hours of the
morning, the peaks of the Sier-
ras de Tejeda, Almijara and Al-
hama Natural Park, the Montes
de Malaga and the Ronda area -
including the Sierra de las Nieves
- registered significant snowfall.

No serious incidents reported
In Ronda the snow affected sev-
eral roads where the use of snow
chains became mandatory on
three routes, including the busy
A-397, between Ronda and San
Pedro.

However no serious incidents

were reported nor was it neces-
sary to cut any traffic routes.

During Sunday, workers had to
rescue four vehicles that were
trapped by the snow between
Yunquera and Ronda.

Hail also left scenes to remem-
ber on Sunday and bleached the
beaches of Fuengirola and Tor-
remolinos white. It happened at
midday but lasted barely an hour.
The last time a similar phenome-
non was experienced was in
January 2018, when a strong
hailstorm covered the Carvajal
area.

Meanwhile, those unaffected
by the snow were still left shiver-
ing with early morning tempera-
tures earlier this week little above
freezing along the Costa del Sol.
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Taking stock of the impact of Storm
Filomena on the Costa del Sol

Although the heaviest
rain was localised and
didn't help the area's
reservoirs much, up to
1,000 flood damage
claims are expected

IGNACIO LILLO

MALAGA. Storm Filomena, which
swept across the south of Spain
last weekend, left a trail of destruc-
tion in its wake. The majority of
local insurance claims are being
recorded on the Costa del Sol.
The initial estimates from
Spain’s national insurance con-
sortium - which pays out com-
pensation for damage from natu-
ral weather incidents - calculate
that there could be between 800
and 1,000 claims from those af-
fected by the floods, with a total
value of about four million euros.
Of the initial 168 claims re-
ceived by midweek, Mijas was
the most affected municipality
with 94, followed by Alhaurin de
la Torre (47). Half of them relate
to flooding in homes and resi-
dential developments, and the
rest for vehicles and commer-

A man in Alhaurin de la Torre inspects the flooding in his home. s.saLas

cial premises. It is expected that
the first payments will be made
at the end of this month.

Storm Filomena also damaged
numerous beaches in the prov-
ince in addition to affecting
beach bars and promenades.

The pattern of rainfall varied.
The heaviest rain was in Este-
pona, at 327mm over three days.
The provincial average in a nor-
mal year is 532mm, although
this is officially measured at
Malaga Airport. Here, 113mm

fell last weekend. But nearby Al-
haurin de la Torre is believed to
have had 250mm in a localised
cloudburst.

Reservoirs

The rain did not fall very heav-
ily over the province’s reservoirs
however, making little difference
to water levels; water gained was
only the equivalent of five
months worth of water for the
city of Malaga alone, according
to estimates.
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Tighter regional restricitons expected
today as third-wave Covid cases surge

New, tweaked rules came
into force in Andalucia on
Monday but soaring case
rates mean officials want
to get tougher stilland
sooner than planned

SUR

MALAGA. New restrictions brought
in by the Andalusian regional gov-
ernment on Monday appear to
have come too late to halt a dra-
matic surge in the local case rates
of coronavirus. National case
numbers shot up too this week.

The surge was being blamed
locally this week on the more con-
tagious ‘British’ strain of Covid-
19 and the aftershock of people
meeting up more often until
Three Kings Day on 6 January.

Ahead of this week’s meeting
of the regional committee of pan-
demic experts, called for today
(Friday), Andalusian president,
Juanma Moreno, called on peo-
ple to stay home voluntarily and
to stop converting their homes
into “mini restaurants” for friends
and extended family in the face
of the “explosive” growth in Co-
vid-19 numbers.

More restrictions in Andalucia
were widely expected to be an-
nounced today, as regional lead-
ers here, along with counterparts
in other devolved governments
across Spain, called on central
government to allow them to con-
fine people to their homes again.
Currently the nationwide rules do
not allow the regions to go this far.

Moreno said the regional gov-

Moreno (c) on Thursday in Seville ahead of today's announcement. ere

ernment is not considering “right
now” asking for total confinement
for Andalucia, which is still be-
low the national average in inci-
dence rate, but “we never rule out
anything”.

Andalusian Health minister
Jesus Aguirre also renewed calls
this week for Spain’s Health min-
ister, Salvador Illa, to bring the
night curfew rule forward an hour
to 9pm - a proposal that has so
far been rejected by the national
government.

On Thursday (14 January), re-
gional data showed a continued
increase in cases.

In Andalucia, there were 5,723

daily new cases reported, pushing
the 14-day case rate per 100,000
people regionally to 405, more
than double the 192 figure of a
week earlier

Within Malaga province, in-
cluding the Costa del Sol, the
number of new coronavirus in-
fections exceeded a thousand for

The Andalucia case rate
per 100,000 people in the
previous 14 days was 405
on Thursday, double the
figure of a week earlier

the second consecutive day.

A total of 1,287 positives tests
were recorded following the 1,417
on Wednesday, according to of-
ficial data from the Junta de An-
dalucia’s health authority. This
placed the province on a 432 per
100,000 average case rate. The
number of people in hospital in
the province with Covid-19 had
doubled in a week to 386.

On Thursday evening, the na-
tional government announced
35,000 new daily cases in Spain,
slightly down on Wednesday’s re-
cord since the start of the pan-
demic of 38,869.

Last week's changes not
enough

Last Friday (8 January), the Junta
de Andalucia announced new
measures, for the region in force
for two weeks from Monday 11
January, although events have
now overtaken this optimistic re-
vision date.

The new measures started this
week included the closure of
shops and businesses at 8pm and
bars and restaurants at 6pm.
Cafeterias can stay open until
8pm as long as they don’t serve
alcohol after 6pm. Establishments
are able to stay open for the col-
lection of takeaways until 9.30pm
and food can be delivered to
homes until 11.30pm.

The curfew has been brought
forward to 10pm until 6am across
the region. Travel out of the re-
gion is not allowed except for es-
sential purposes but inter-pro-
vincial travel in Andalucia was
still permitted this week.
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Malaga villages
urge locals to go
into voluntary
lockdown

SUR

MALAGA. Faced with growing
case rates locally, the mayors
of some towns and villages in
Malaga province have been tak-
ing it into their own hands to
urge residents to stay indoors.

On Thursday, Alora became
the latest place to issue the re-
quest, with a case rate of over
540 per 100,000. The mayor
told locals to stay indoors as
much as possible and avoid
social meetings.

Earlier this week, three Ax-
arquia villages - Benamocarra,
Alcaucin and Comares - were
among others issuing the same
call. The mayor of Comares re-
minded the population that if
they suffered any Covid-19
symptoms or had been in di-
rect contact with a positive pa-
tient, to call heath service
helplines and “for all the com-
munity to cooperate”.

On another front to try to
combat the spread of the dis-
ease, the regional government
has been carrying out mass
testing on a percentage of the
local populations this week in
Coin, Vélez-Malaga, Mijas,
Fuengirola, Monda, Gaucin,
Genalguacil and Alhaurin el
Grande.

A mobile testing unit has
been carrying out the rapid an-
tigen tests. Reports said around
half of the sample summoned
by text message for mass test-
ing had been turning up, with

a handful of positive results.

Andalucia to start vaccinating
people over 80 next week after
finishing care home first jabs

The region is ramping up
its Covid-19 inoculation
programme and nurses
will administer vaccines
seven days a week round
the clock to reach targets

ANGEL ESCALERA

MALAGA. From next week the
Junta de Andalucia plans to roll
out its Covid-19 vaccination plan
to people over the age of 80 who
do not live in residences for the
elderly.

The regional government has
almost finished first vaccina-
tions for the most vulnerable

group - the elderly in care homes
and their carers who have had
mobile teams visiting them.

In Andalucia there are esti-
mated to be 450,000 octogenari-
ans, of which approximately
80,000 live in Malaga province.

Likewise, from next week the
Junta will begin to vaccinate pri-
vate healthcare professionals
who work on the front line in the
fight against Covid, an inocula-
tion that was launched for pub-
lic health personnel on 27 De-
cember.

The vaccine from the Ameri-
can company Moderna was also
due to arrive in Andalucia next
week on top of the Pfizer one

currently being used.

Health officials have reminded
people who have been given a
first dose that they should con-
tinue to take precautions, such
as the using a mask, social dis-
tancing and hand hygiene, since
they are not protected against
the SARS-CoV-2 to the maximum
degree until they receive their
second dose.

A total of 73 mobile teams,
made up of 219 nurses, are par-
ticipating in the mass vaccina-
tion in the region.

The Andalusian government
istoruna “24/7 plan” to accel-
erate vaccination against Covid
and to be able to administer

A care home resident in Malaga province receives her first injection. sur

close to one million doses per
month.

The objective is to vaccinate
every day and reach the maxi-
mum number of people in the
shortest time possible, without
any interruptions, explained the
Junta’s spokesman, Elias Ben-

dodo, and regional Health min-
ister, Jesus Aguirre.

Andalucia has asked for two
million vaccines before spring
in order to ensure the vaccina-
tion of the entire population over
65 years of age - approximately
1.4 million people.
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A new year.

A new era.
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Hunt is on for ‘violent’ man wanted
over Cartama acid attack on ex-partner

Police were still searching
on Thursday for the 26-
year-old man whose grey
Volkswagen was spotted
on the Costa del Sol
shortly after the attack

SUR

MALAGA. A huge manhunt was on
across the Costa del Sol this week
to find a fugitive accused of throw-
ing sulphuric acid at his former
girlfriend and a female friend of
hers in Cartama on Tuesday.

At time of press, the net ap-
peared to be closing in on the sus-
pect, who is also wanted over sev-
eral other serious offences, al-
though with police across the
province keeping an eye out for
him, his capture was still by no
means certain.

After Tuesday’s horrific attack,
which seriously injured the two
young women, the man was
named by police as 27-year-old
José Arcadio D.N., who fled the
scene in a dark grey Volkswagen
Golf with twin exhaust pipes. The
suspect goes by the nickname ‘El
Melillero’, because of his origins
in the North African city of Me-
lilla. Police sources told SUR that
El Melillero has seven arrest war-
rants in force in total.

On Wednesday night the sus-
pect’s car was detected by a num-
ber plate recognition system on
the A-45 motorway near Casaber-
meja, when it was spotted driv-
ing towards Malaga.

A huge chase along the A-7, in-
volving Guardia Civil and National
Police officers with helicopter sup-
port, followed. It also involved Lo-
cal Police teams from Malaga city,
Torremolinos, Benalmadena and

Mijas.

During the chase, the road was
closed, but the suspect managed
to escape while driving at more
than 200 km/h.

The abandoned car was located
and removed on Thursday near
the Muslim cemetery in Mijas. Po-
lice continue their work to locate
and arrest him.

Airlifted to Seville
The attack on the two women hap-
pened on Tuesday while they were
sitting in a white Mini. A grey VW
had blocked the traffic and there
was an altercation. Witnesses said
a young man left his vehicle, ap-
proached the car and sprayed acid
through the partially lowered win-
dow of the women’s car.

Both of the screaming victims
leapt from the vehicle which then
careered out of control down the

The acid-damaged white Mini after the attack on the two women earlier this week. sur

‘ELl Melillero' is dangerous. sur

street for 60 metres before crash-
ing into a lamp post. The alleged
attacker fled the scene in his
vehicle.

Local Police officers were first

on the scene and a few minutes
later paramedics arrived. They
called for the support of an air
ambulance due to the nature of
the women’s injuries.

The suspect’s ex-girlfriend suf-
fered deep burns to 45 per cent
of her body and she was flown to
a specialist burns unit in Seville
where her condition was de-
scribed as “very serious”.

Her friend was rushed to the
burns unit of Malaga’s regional
hospital in a “serious but stable”
condition with 25 per cent burns
to her body.

Among the other offences that
El Melillero is wanted for is an
incident in 2018 when he alleg-
edly pointed a pistol at staff in a
bar in Torremolinos. He also has
a trial pending later this month
over a physical attack on another
former partner in Marbella.

Body found in Benahavis had
been riddled with bullets

The victim, 37, was shot at
least 20 times inside his
vehicle; special protocol
had to be activated for the
autopsy after the body
tested positive for Covid

JUAN CANO / ALVARO FRIAS

BENAHAVIS. Investigations into the
shooting of a man at a luxury de-
velopment in Benahavis on Sun-
day point to a revenge killing case.

The victim, a 37-year-old man
of French nationality and Mo-
roccan origin, died after being

shot with an AK-47 assault rifle.
A post mortem examination re-
vealed more than 20 gunshot
wounds.

The events took place around
9pm on Sunday at the Capanes
del Golf luxury residential estate.

The victim, who rented a prop-
erty there with his partner, ar-
rived at the wheel of a luxury
Bentley car.

It appears that the attackers -
it is believed that at least two
men were involved - were in an-
other car. When the victim
stopped his vehicle, the gunmen
fired a barrage of shots with the

rifle. At least fifteen empty 7.62
calibre rounds of ammunition
were found at the scene of the
murder.

The injuries indicated that he
had been shot with two different
weapons, pointing detectives to

The victim, a 37-year-old
man of French nationality
and Moroccan origin, died
after being shot with an
AK-47 assault rifle

believe that the attackers fired
several more shots with a short
weapon.

The first Guardia Civil patrol
that arrived on the scene found
the body still inside the Bentley.

A routine Covid-19 test at the
Malaga Forensics Institute was
positive, leading to the activa-
tion of the yet unused protocol
for a judicial autopsy on a body
with Covid-19.

Sources consulted indicated
that the dead man had a police
record from a few years ago that
would link him to drug traffick-
ing, but it has yet to be fully con-
firmed by investigators.

The vehicle used by the attack-
ers was located near a stream in
Estepona, completely gutted by
fire. Inside police found the Ka-
lashnikov weapon that appears
to have been used to commit the
crime.
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British man, 65,
found dead after
blaze in wooden
house in Comares

EUGENIO CABEZAS

COMARES. A British man has
died after a wooden house he
was sleeping in was totally de-
stroyed in a blaze in Comares
on Wednesday night.

He has been named by
authorities as Brian Patrick
Mcsorley who was 65 years old
and had lived in Comares for al-
most two decades. Sources told
SUR he had four children from
two different marriages.

A caller alerted the 112 emer-
gency number to the house fire
in the Chiquin area, near the
pedestrian bridge over the Cue-
vas river at around at 9pm.

Firefighters, Guardia Civil and
Local Police officers along with
paramedics were quickly on the
scene but flames engulfed the
wooden house causing the roof
to collapse.

Speaking this Thursday the
mayor of Comares, Manuel Ro-
bles, told SUR that Brian was a
“very dear” neighbour and that
he actively participated in the
cultural and social activities of
the town.

112 REPORTS

MARBELLA

30 reported for Covid
rule flouting party

A.F./J.c.Police were called to
break up a party being held at
the Olivia Valere nightclub in
Marbella at 1.30am on Sunday
morning. Attendees were alleg-
edly failing to comply with co-
ronavirus regulations, with
claims that more than 100 peo-
ple were there. Officers rounded
up and reported about 30 peo-
ple for non-compliance, while
it is believed others fled the
premises and others were found
hiding inside.

VELEZ-MALAGA

695 marijuana plants
seized in two raids

E. C. National Police officers
have dismantled two large
marijuana plantations in Vé-
lez-Mélaga after regular power
cuts in the area led an inves-
tigation to them.

Officers found 495 mari-
juana plants already in bloom
and another 200 plants, col-
lected and dried, ready for
packaging and distribution.

Two men aged 41 and 51,
both of Spanish nationality,
have been arrested.
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Brexit chaos leads
to short supplies at
Costa’s British shops

The Food Co., which
supplies Tesco and
Iceland, as well as
Russell's in Torrox Costa
have reported problems

JENNIE RHODES

MALAGA. Supermarkets selling
British products in the province
have been reporting problems
with deliveries since 1 January,
the day after the Brexit deal
agreed on Christmas Eve came
into force and the end of the tran-
sition period.

The Food Co. and Overseas Su-

permercados, which supply
Tesco and Iceland products on
the Costa del Sol, apologised to
customers via their Facebook
pages about the lack of fresh
products.

On Wednesday they both
posted that they had “been work-
ing around the clock over the last
few months to prepare for post-
Brexit life”. However, “this has
come with its own set of chal-
lenges, many of which were only
disclosed in the days leading up
to January 1st [and] agreeing a
deal on the 24th December has
not helped.” They went on to say
that they are starting to use local

The Food Co. supermarket which opened in Mijas in November. sur

suppliers for fruit and vegetables.

Russell’s British Store in Tor-
rox Costa has also reported prob-
lems leading to some empty
shelves. Kane Tipping who works
at Russell’s said, “We haven’t re-
ceived any meat since New Year.
Our suppliers didn’t know what
certificates were needed and
there were doubts about certain

products, for example those con-
taining milk powder, but fortu-
nately that is OK.”

Tipping added that there was
“a lot of uncertainty” about how
long supply problems could go
on for. Russell’s also uses local
suppliers for some meat prod-
ucts and they say that frozen food
is starting to come through.

Three days of
strikes called for
ITV vehicle testing
stations in
Andalucia

EUROPA PRESS

MALAGA. The UGT union in An-
dalucia has called for three
days of strike action at all ITV
vehicle testing stations stations
in Andalucia on 25, 26 and 27
January if negotiations with
the management company, Ve-
iasa, fail.

In a statement released this
Monday the union said their
workers would strike if “the
meetings scheduled with the
management company do not
result in firm agreements to
solve the problems that have
led us to strike”.

“The problem of delays in ap-
pointments to take the ITV in
Andalucia has not yet been re-
solved and the average delay
time to inspect a vehicle is be-
tween two and five months in
most stations,” said the union.

According to UGT the lack
of personnel is the main rea-
son for this delay, with a short-
age of 450 workers across An-
dalucia.

The appointment delays at
the regional government-
owned but privately-operated
test centres have considerably
worsened during the corona-
virus pandemic.

Rogelio Velasco from the
Junta de Andalucia said they
were optimistic about the ne-
gotiations that are being held
with the workers’ represen-
tatives and hopes that an
agreement can be reached
this week.
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Benalmadena ice rink not expected to
reopen for ‘at least six months'

IVAN GELIBTER

BENALMADENA. Benalméadena’s fa-
mous Club de Hielo ice skating rink
is unlikely to open its doors again
for at least six months — unless the
Covid-19 restrictions are suddenly
eased - according to officials at the
town hall.

On 5 December, the doors at the
council-owned premises (but pri-
vately-operated facilities) were
suddenly slammed shut citing the
drop in users due to the preven-
tive measures against the second
wave of Covid-19 which forced the
centre to close at 6pm.

The head of Sports at the coun-
cil, Joaquin Villazon, insisted that
the closure was a direct result of

the coronavirus and the drop in
the number of users and not be-
cause of a bad management.

He said, “As a government team
we are going to ensure that all jobs
are saved, and reopen the facili-
ties once the current health crisis
has passed.”

Not profitable

The centre is divided into three
parts: the skating rink, the gym
and the pool. In the case of the first,
the official said that it had to close
in order to comply with health
regulations. In the case of the swim-
ming pool, only 40 per cent of the
capacity could be used. And, as for
the gym, most of the clientele went
after 6pm and that therefore most

of its users had been lost.

Given this situation, Villazén ex-
plains, the concession holder did
not see it profitable to continue
with the service.

The town council announced
that they have started to work on
a new proposal, but that it will not
be ready for at least six months. In
addition, they do not plan to re-
tract the concession, which was
due to end at the end of this year.

“If we do, the workers would not
be able to resort to support from
the ERTE scheme, and we want to
protect them,” admitted Villazén.

“If there are no restrictions,
maybe the concession holder will
reopen, although I doubt it,“ said
the town hall official.
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Rotarians offer
comfort to the
homeless in Mijas
and Fuengirola

TONY BRYANT

M1JAS. Members of the Rotary
Club Mijas were out on the
streets of Mijas and Fuengirola
last week to continue to offer
assistance to the area’s home-
less community. Rotarians dis-
tributed food, warm clothing,
blankets and sleeping bags to
help rough sleepers cope with
the winter temperatures.

The campaign also offered
free dental treatment, an ini-
tiative that was launched
shortly after the club was
founded in 2017. Since then,
the organisation has focused
on the homeless, making regu-
lar donations to local food
banks run by associations like
Adintre and the Red Cross.

President Suvi Kauranen
said: “I would like this not to
be necessary, as nobody
should be sleeping on the
street, but if the need is still
there we will certainly con-
tinue with the project.”

Action group
renews call to
extend train line
to Estepona

FRANCISCO JIMENEZ

MALAGA. An action group
fighting to extend the passen-
ger train service from Malaga
towards Estepona has said it
believes the central govern-
ment has a “unique, proba-
bly historical” chance to fi-
nance the project with EU co-
ronavirus restructuring funds.

The ‘Plataforma por el tren
litoral en la Costa del Sol’ says
the project “fits perfectly with
the objectives set by Europe
for restructuring funds, where
among other issues it is com-
mitted to the development of
sustainable transport, such
as the rail transport, and to
infrastructures that stimu-
late the economy”.

Businesses and hospitality
associations have long called
for the extension of the line
from Fuengirola along the
coast to Estepona, which they
claim could carry up to 50
million passengers a year.

The group adds, “It’s a line
that facilitates the mobility of
the coastal population, while
reinforcing our international
relations making the most of
the potential that having an
international airport and the
AVE high-speed train links
provides.”
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‘It would be
absolutely tragic if
the Salon Varietés
had to close'

Lynn Halliday President of SALVA

The theatre is
experiencing severe
financial difficulties and
its members are trying to
raise 30,000 euros by
March in order to reopen

TONY BRYANT

FUENGIROLA. The Saldn Varietés
Theatre has been presenting
amateur theatrical productions
in Fuengirola for more than 35
years, and in that time it has be-
come an institution among the
English-speaking community.
The devastating effects of the co-
ronavirus pandemic have left the
theatre with severe financial dif-
ficulties, and, unless sufficient
funds can be raised, it is in dan-
ger of closing for good. SALVA
president Lynn Halliday spoke
to SUR in English about the cur-
rent fundraising campaign and
her determination to save the
theatre, the only one of its kind
in Spain.

-How is the fundraising cam-
paign going?

-We are lucky, because we have
a great fundraising team and they
have been organising lots of dif-
ferent events. We have so far

raised just over 8,000 euros, but
we need to raise 30,000 by March,
so we need a huge injection.
-Are you confident that you will
reach the target?

-It is a lot of money to raise, but
we are very hopeful. We have had
a huge response, which is fan-
tastic considering the financial
climate at the moment, but we
cannot be confident, as we really
don’t know what will happen.
-What will happen if you do not
hit the target?

-If we do not reach the target by
March, we will have to keep plug-
ging on with the fundraising un-
til such time that we can reopen
the doors.

-Do you receive any outside fi-
nancial help?

-No, we don’t receive any grants
or subsidies; we are fully self-fi-
nancing. Running the theatre
fully costs around 25,000 euros
a month during normal times, so
we really rely on bums on seats.
-Would it be possible to open for
matinees?

-We have considered this, but at
the moment we are restricted to
how many people we can admit,
so it would be very difficult to do
without running at a loss. This is
tragic, as there is nothing we want

Lynn Halliday is determined to get the theatre back open. T.BrRYANT

more than to put on shows.
-How much does it cost to put
on a show?

-This depends on the show, be-
cause we have to pay perform-
ance rights and those are based
on the amount of people that
watch the show. We also have to
build the set and make costumes,
so it would be anywhere between
10,000 and 20,000 euros.

-Do you own the building?

-No, we rent the building, but our
landlords have been very help-
ful: they are not charging us any
rent, but this only lasts until
March. However, it is not just the
rent, because there are obviously
lots of overheads, like standing
charges for electricity, water, and
general maintenance. This means
we incur costs while having no
incoming funds.

-Do you receive any income
from the bar?

-Not as such. We sublet the bar,
but, because we are not paying
rent at the moment, we have
passed this on to the bar also.
What is the worst scenario?

It would be absolutely tragic if
the theatre closed. We have es-
tablished a hub among the local
expat community, so we are ab-
solutely determined to keep the
theatre alive.

-How can people help?

-By organising, or supporting
events, or by making a donation.
We will help publicise any fund-
raising events and we welcome
any ideas.

© More information:
fundraising@salonvarietes.com
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Fuengirola now
has the fourth
largest population
in the province

IVAN GELIBTER

FUENGIROLA. Despite a lack of
space remaining for develop-
ment, Fuengirola has seen its
population grow again this
year. Passing the 80,000 mark
for the first time, (with 82,000
people on the population cen-
sus), Fuengirola is now the
fourth largest municipality in
the province - in terms of
population - after Malaga city,
Marbella and Mijas.

This was revealed by mayor
Ana Mula this week, who said
that this was a result of the
good work of the town hall. In
her opinion more and more
people are choosing to live in
Fuengirola because they are
attracted “by the quality of life
and the multiple possibilities
it offers”.

As Mula explained, through-
out 2020, according to figures
from the National Institute of
Statistics, the number of resi-
dents registered in the town
grew by 3.15 per cent com-
pared to 2019 (the biggest rise
in all of Andalucia). “Fuengi-
rola is one of the most impor-
tant towns, with the biggest
future in Andalucia. That’s not
just my opinion, it’s a fact. And
the data proves it. Year after
year we've had an increase in
population,” she said.

Mula repeated that quality
of life on offer was the main
factor for people to choose the
town for their new home, their
second residence or to enjoy
their retirement.

Local animal charities devastated
by aftermath of storm Filomina

Appeals have been put
out by organisations
requesting help with
clean-up operations and
for donations of food,
medication and blankets

T. BRYANT

COSTA DEL SOL. Storm Filomina
played havoc on the Costa del Sol
over the weekend and, along with
damage and human casualties,
many of the area’s animal chari-
ties were severely affected. Ur-
gent appeals were put out by lo-
cal organisations requesting help
with clean-up operations of prem-
ises badly damaged by torrential
rain and gale-force winds. There
were also appeals for blankets,

medication, food, mops and
brooms.

Spanish equine association
SEARCH was one of the organi-
sations that suffered from flood-
ing. The Coin-based rescue cen-
tre’s roof was badly damaged,
causing severe leaks, while es-
sential deliveries of hay could not
be delivered because of mud
slides.

The ACE dog shelter in Mijas

More than 400 dogs and
over 100 cats were saved
due to the swift action of
the volunteers at the ACE
refuge in Mijas

was badly affected when a nearby
river burst its banks. Thankfully,
more than 400 dogs and over 100
cats currently in the charity’s care
were saved due to the swift ac-
tion of the volunteers. Unfortu-
nately, two of the dogs died the
following day and many of the
animals are, in the words of foun-
der Fabienne Paques, “critically
ill with lung infections”.

Volunteers needed

Protectora de Animales Domés-
ticos (PAD) is calling for volun-
teers to help with the clean-up of
the shelter in Mijas, which was
also badly damaged by the rain.
A spokesperson said that they
need around 20 people to help
with getting the shelter back in
operation.

o
o’

The Last Chance dog shelter,
also in Mijas, was preparing to
evacuate animals due to severe
flooding, but quick-thinking vol-
unteers managed to pump the
water out before the kennels be-
came totally submerged. The
charity is now appealing for

ACE workers with some of the rescued dogs after last week's storms. sur

tinned food and blankets.

“The rain has had a massive
impact and we nearly had to re-
move the dogs from the shelter,”
founder Jacqui Ross said.

Information about how to help
can be found on the charities’
Facebook pages.
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Trapiche market last Tuesday. J.r

Trapiche market - a firm
fixture in the Axarquia diary

Anita Jordan has been
running the weekly event
since 2007 when she
started with 12 stalls.
Before Covid she had

up to around 70 regulars

6

TRAPICHE. The weekly Trapiche
farmer’s market has been a key
fixture in the diary and highlight
of the week in the Axarquia for
longer than some expats can even
remember.

Every Tuesday morning for-
eign and Spanish traders, com-
panies and charities set up stall
at the Jardines del Trapiche func-
tion rooms and gardens, know-
ing that they will attract a good
crowd of regulars, tourists and
second-home owners.

Anita Jordan has been running
the market in Trapiche since 2007
and took over from her friend
Linda Davis, who set up the first
one in Cartama in 2002.

After problems in Cartama,
successive alternatives were
found in Puente Don Manuel and
Periana. In 2007, Anita managed
to agree with the owners of Jar-
dines del Trapiche to hold the
weekly event there.

Anita, 56, who has been in
Spain for 19 years, confesses that
she “never thought for one min-
ute” that she would find herself
running a market here.

When she’s not organising that,
she also cooks fish and chips on
a Friday night and does the Sun-
day carvery at La Tavola restau-

JENNIE RHODES

rant in Coin. “I never imagined
I'd be doing fish and chip suppers
and a carvery either,” she laughs,
adding “I'm a vegetarian.”

Like everywhere, the Covid-19
pandemic has hit the market
hard, with many stallholders wor-
ried about the virus and decid-
ing not to have a stall for the time
being.

Anita started with 12 stalls in
2007 and that soon became 18.
By 2019 she explains that before
Covid they could have up to 70.
In terms of visitors, she admits
that she has “no idea” how many
people come through, but that
“it’s normally a lot”.

Like other markets, it had to
close for the first lockdown last
spring and then in November it
wasn’t worth opening just for peo-
ple from Vélez-Mdlaga. “We
couldn’t keep it going just for peo-
ple from Vélez-Malaga. A lot of
the stallholders and customers
come from further afield. People
come from all across the prov-
ince,” Anita explains.

Anita is confident things will
pick up again though and explains
that, for most traders, the mar-
ket, which keeps going all year
round (apart from the forced clo-
sures in 2020), is their livelihood.
“T have had people begging me to
keep it going since the start of Co-
vid,” she admits.

Anita has ensured that trad-
ers and customers alike adhere

|

“I've had people begging
me to keep going since
Covid. For some it’s their
livelihood. As long as they
keep coming I'll carry on.”

to Covid-19 protocols; everyone
must wear a mask at all times and
use hand sanitiser before they
enter. She’s even roped her mum,
Diane, into coming along with her,
putting her in charge of dispens-
ing the hydroalcoholic gel at the
gates.

There’s an outdoor and indoor
area, cafeteria and gardens, as
well as ample parking.

“It’'s a friendly market and very
international,” says Anita, add-
ing that among the current stall
holders there are Britons, Ger-
mans, French, Italians, Irish and
Peruvians. Customers, she says,
come from all over Europe and
beyond and, even on a cold Janu-
ary morning in the midst of a
health pandemic, it’s easy to iden-
tify a range of native English ac-
cents and European languages.

There are stalls selling every-
thing from organic vegetables to
books, secondhand and new
clothes, prepared food, photog-
raphy, art and crafts and natural
cosmetics. Some of the local
charities are regulars and insur-
ance companies, estate agents
and other businesses also attend.

Despite the early starts - she
gets up at 4.30am and drives from
her home in Cartama to be at Tra-
piche by 7.15 - Anita says she
loves running the market “most
of the time” and that it’s worth
keeping going despite the prob-
lems caused by Covid-19. “As long
as people keep coming I will carry
on,” she concludes.

© Further information:
Facebook: Trapiche market.
Every Tuesday 9.30am - 1.30pm,
Jardines del Trapiche, Carretera
Benamargosa, 0.5 Km, 29718
Vélez-Malaga.

Research project
into sustainability
and efficiency of
Nerja sewage plant
wins award

NERJA

E. €. An academic study which
looks at improvements to the sus-
tainability and efficiency of Nerja’s
new sewage treatment plant has
won an award.

Francisco Casas’s Master’s dis-
sertation, which provides five
alternatives to the management
of the plant to ensure full use of
the water for agriculture and hu-
man consumption, received the
Premios de la Catedra DAM, an
organisation that oversees the
management of wastewater
treatment in the Mediterranean
and is based at the University of
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Valencia.

“When I analysed the project
I saw that the proposal didn’t go
far enough to collect the energy
produced by biomass or the nu-
trients for agriculture,” explained
the 40-year-old student.

The main objective of his re-
port, Casas explained, is to “look
at the concept of the circular
economy of water, the reuse of
treated water for agriculture and
the reduction of environmental
and health impacts”.

He added that Spain could face
“further fines” from the Euro-
pean Union if it doesn’t commit to
finding solutions to the nine in-
complete treatment plants in
Spain, of which seven are in An-
dalucia (Alhaurin el Grande, Bar-
bate, Coin, Isla Cristina, Nerja,
Matalascanas and Tarifa).

“The Spanish government has
accumulated approximately 50
million euros in fines for delays
since 2018 and it could go up,”
Casas warned.

e
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The N-340 between Maro and La Herradura. sur

LaHerradurato
Maro stretch of
road is sixth most
dangerous in Spain

NERJA

E. CABEZAS. Spain’s automobile
association, The Real Automévil
Club de Espana (RACE), has re-
vealed that a stretch of the N-340
coastal road between Maro and
La Herradura is the sixth most
dangerous in the country.

The section between kilome-
tres 296,4 and 312,9 has repeat-
edly appeared in the country’s
top ten most dangerous roads for
over a decade.

In the last three years, the sec-
tion, which is particularly windy
and hilly and cuts between moun-
tains and cliffs, has witnessed
seven accidents involving one
death and six serious injuries.

e

The majority of the accidents
have involved motorbikes as the
road is popular with bikers, es-
pecially at weekends.

The RACE gathers its grizzly
statistics through a European pro-
gramme which analyses risk fac-
tors, including how many acci-
dents take place, how serious they
are and how many are fatal. It
also takes into account the char-
acteristics of the roads.

The riskiest stretch of the N-
340 is managed by the national
government, while the section
that runs through Nerja and Maro
centres falls under the responsi-
bility of the local town halls.

According to the RACE find-
ings, the most dangerous stretch
of road in Spain in 2020 was a
section of the N-240 in Huesca
province, followed by a section
of the N-541 in Ourense.

The only other road in Anda-
lucia to enter the top ten was a
section of the N-433 in
Huelva province.
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Sixty-second Nerja cave
anniversary reunion forced online

NERJA

Three of the original five
discoverers were joined
by representatives from
the cave foundation and
the town hall to mark the
occasion

E. CABEZAS

NERJA. The annual reunion of the
Nerja cave discoverers took place
online this year due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.

On 12 January, three of the origi-
nal five discoverers were joined
by representatives of the Nerja
Cave Foundation and town hall
online to mark 62 years since they
came across the Neolithic site.

Up until this year, it has been
customary for the men who came

The Nerja cave 60th anniversary reunion in 2019. e. cABezAs

across the cave as young boys to
gather at the historic site to mark
the occasion.

The boys discovered the cave
while playing in the area in 1959
and it first opened to the public

on 12 June 1960.

From 15 January to 25 Febru-
ary children under 12 can get
in for free and two-for-one of-
fers are available from Monday
to Thursday.

Venta Bajato
Riogordo road
works complete
after five years
of complaints

RIOGORDO

E. €. The regional Infrastructure
minister, Marifran Carazo, vis-
ited Riogordo on Monday as
work to a 22-kilometre section
of the A-7204 road in the Alta
Axarquia was completed.

The section, from the junc-
tion with the A-402 in Venta
Baja, was one of the first to get
under way during the first co-
ronavirus lockdown, taking ad-
vantage of the reduction in traf-
fic, according to Carazo.

The one-million-euro budget
for the project came from Euro-
pean Union Regional Develop-
ment funding (ERDF). Local
mayors first reported the road’s
bad state of repair to the regional
government five years ago.

Rincon de la Victoriabeach. SUR .

Second study rules
out presence of
Covid-19insea

R. DE LA VICTORIA

E. €. A second analysis of sea
water has ruled out the pres-
ence of Covid-19 off Rincon de
la Victoria’s coast.

The samples were taken be-
tween 14 and 17 December
2020. Earlier tests were car-
ried out in summer which also
showed there was no evidence
of the virus.
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The director of IKEA Malaga, Linus Frejf, inside the showroom part of the store. Francis siLva

“In Malaga we spend morein
bars and restaurants than on the
home - but that's changing now”

Linus Frejf Director of IKEA Malaga

With shopping habits
quickly evolving, the
company is looking at a
new strategy to make the
IKEA brand more
accessible for everyone

DARYL FINCH / JUAN SOTO

MALAGA. Swedish businessman
Linus Frejf’s time in Malaga hasn’t
been easy. Having only just arrived
after spells in Russia and Poland,
and with only a handful of Span-
ish lessons under his belt, the Co-
vid-19 pandemic changed all of
our lives forever.

As director of the IKEA store in
Bahia Azul, next to the Plaza Mayor
shopping centre in Malaga, he has
had to oversee major changes in a
short period of time. Not only the
way we make purchases has
changed, but also where our pri-
orities now lie. We asked him to
reflect on the past year and how
the company has been forced to
bring forward its plans in a bid to
adapt to our ‘new normal’.

-How was 2020 for the company?
-It was challenging - for all of us.
But in a way, business is surpris-
ingly good.

-How has the pandemic affected
you?

-More than anything, the pandemic
has pushed us five years into the
future. Everything we were antici-

pating, everything we were plan-
ning for around 2025 to 2030 has
been brought forward. During this
pandemic we’ve had to become
much closer to the people - the peo-
ple that couldn’t come to the store
because of restrictions or because
they didn’t dare to go to a shopping
centre. In Granada we have opened
a click and collect at the Nevada
shopping centre where there will
also be an IKEA Disefia, where we
help customers to make orders but
also to plan kitchens, bedrooms
and living rooms. This is kind of
the model that we're trying to build.
Then we’ll see what we can do in
other parts of the region. The next
focus now is very much along the
western Costa del Sol, where we
don’t have an IKEA touchpoint un-
til more or less Algeciras. So there
is quite a long distance where IKEA
is non-existent at the moment.
-How has the pandemic changed
us as consumers?

-We could see two quite clear
trends in Malaga. Normally, peo-
ple don’t spend so much time at
home. Malaga is a fantastic city;
we spend more money on restau-
rants and bars and on drinks and
food than we do on our home fur-
nishing. We don’t invite family and
friends to our home so much; we
tend to go to ‘chiringuitos’ or to res-
taurants or to the beach. I think
this time gave our customers a to-
tally new view of what the home is,

and what it could be. I think many,
including myself, realised that they
didn’t have a work space at home
that is suitable for sitting and hav-
ing eight-hour meetings. The sec-
ond thing we realised was that we
will all be a little bit less prone to
travel so that’s why we decided to
focus super strongly on our acces-
sibility business plan.

-Do you think this sudden surge
in interest in improving our
homes will last?

-Idon’t think this is something that
will disappear quickly. Even with
restrictions easing up and a vac-
cine arriving, I think people will

WHAT HE SAID

DURING THE LOCKDOWN
“We quickly
discovered that we
didn’t have a good
space for working
from home nor
enough storage”

FUTURE

“The next focus now
is on the Costa del Sol
because we don’t
have any presence
until more or less
Algeciras”

still have a bit of a mental barrier
about living life as freely as we did
before. My feeling is there will be
a continual trend of spending more
time in our homes, which we will
open up to more people. I also think
more people will be free to work
from wherever they want in the
world, and not only from the home.
-What did customers prioritise
most during lockdown?

-Quite early on during lockdown I
asked the staff what they were ex-
periencing in their homes and we
all kind of came to the same con-
clusion. If we had children, we
didn’t have good storage for them.
Also, we were all working from
home and none of us had a good
workstation. We didn’'t have a com-
fortable chair, no desk... not an er-
gonomically safe environment at
all. And then as we spent much
more time together as a family, I
think storage in general was the
part that stood out a lot.

-Did any items surprise you?
-One type of storage surprised me
a little bit and that was wardrobes.
But some people have more love
for shoes and clothes than I do. I
have my uniform on for 12 hours
every day!

-Did you run out of stock of many
items?

-Certainly. What'’s extremely chal-
lenging in a big international com-
pany like IKEA is that we're reliant
on a supply chain and supply
chains don’t react very well to panic
breaks and that’s difficult to get go-
ing again.

-If another strict lockdown hap-
pens again, do you feel you'd be
prepared this time around?
-For sure. During the first lock-
down we went from having be-
tween 80 and 90 per cent of total
turnover from customers physi-
cally coming through the doors to
becoming a 100 per cent online
retailer. After just a couple of days
we realised that doing everything
from a central fulfilment centre
was not feasible. So after a couple
of weeks we brought all our peo-
ple back into the stores and turned
all of them in Spain into local ful-
filment centres. So now we have
the model, we could simply go back
to it and then work out how to
make it even better.

-Have restrictions on foreign
travel affected you? Have you no-
ticed that there aren’t as many
foreigners coming in?
-Absolutely. Malaga is a super
popular tourist destination which
means that in a normal year, about
30 per cent of our total turnover is
from foreign customers.

-Do you think Brexit will have an
effect?

-I'm hoping that we have already
seen its negative impact on the
Spanish and Malaga economy and
that there will be a turnaround. We
actually started seeing a declining
trend about two years ago with the
Brexit referendum and then of
course with the lockdown. Over
summer about half of the foreign
customers as normal were com-
ing. Now with new mobility restric-
tions it is even less. But with the
relaxation of restrictions, we are
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expecting more visitors, also from
other provinces, and we are pre-
pared with more stock, new sched-
uling and new safety measures to
prevent bottlenecks.

-Speaking of bottlenecks, is there
any progress on the project to get
the new access road?

-At the moment this is still in pro-
gress. Everything from our per-
spective is ready. Now the only
thing is to get the final approval
from the city hall and we’re ready
to go. We're hoping to have it by
spring.

-IKEA has announced it’s no
longer publishing its catalogue in
paper form. Why’s that?

-Well we will have the current one
until August. But it’s a development
that’s in keeping with the times.
That said the catalogue is much
more than just a tool for finding
home furnishings - it’s an event.
So next year you'll still receive
something, but I'm not allowed to
share what it is!

-And the company is now moving
more towards reusing furniture.
Is that correct?

-Exactly. I've been with this com-
pany for about 15 years, and I've
always had a very strong connec-
tion with the brand’s values which
are very much connected to circu-
larity and sustainability. What we
haven’t been so effective at is com-
municating it - we're a little bit too
humble. Now we are taking a few
steps with our new rebanded Cir-
cular Hub section, a concept from
the 80s, to give furniture, which
would normally go in the bin, a sec-
ond chance.

-Shopping in IKEA seems easier
these days. Before it felt like you
were trapped in a maze. Is this a
deliberate change?

-It’s a big store here - 23,500 square
metres and there are 10,000 arti-
cle numbers so to have the neces-
sary stock you need a long way to
walk around. But here we've
opened up in an excellent way.
We’ve taken away taller things so
that visitors can get more of an
overview. The IKEA standard con-
cept has shortcuts but sometimes
they’re not prioritised and they be-
come a little bit hidden but Malaga
has made a point to highlight the
shortcuts to make it a little bit eas-
ier. This is a local Malaga initiative.
But in general too we're also be-
coming much better at understand-
ing what the customer actually
wants to see and then allowing
them to see that quite quickly.
-The same applies to assembling
items. Assembling an IKEA prod-
uct doesn’t take as long as it used
to...

-Self assembly is an old concept
that provides both sustainability
improvements and also cost sav-
ing. The latest IKEA development
is to include dowels in more parts
of the range, especially in our new
storage and kitchen solutions.
They’re all connected without
screws so it makes it much easier
and also gives you a cheaper piece
of furniture at the end of the day.
Of course, too, the instructions are
improving as we find ways to make
things more efficiently.
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Slow clear-up as worst snow in decades
gives way to record freezing temperatures

Madrid and other towns
and cities affected by
Storm Filomena have
been racing to clear roads
and reopen premises in
the face of the icy blast

SUR

MADRID. It was all hands on deck
to clear the exceptional amounts
of snow that fell on Madrid and
other towns and cities late last
week. Forecasters said it was the
worst snowfall since the early
1970s in the capital region.
With vehicles blocking roads,
damage to trees and accumulated
snow turning to ice as tempera-
tures plummeted to the lowest in
60 years, even politicians joined
in the neighbourhood clear-ups.
Coming in the midst of a surge
in Covid-19 cases, hospitals, many
with blocked entrances, were put
under extra pressure. By early
this week, some 2,000 people had
sought medical help in Madrid
after slipping on snow and ice.
Although Madrid was slowly
getting back to normal by the end
of the week, on Thursday the capi-
tal’s mayor, José Luis Martinez-
Almeida, joined many other may-
ors in the region in calling on the
government to declare his city a
Disaster Zone in order to increase
the level of support available and
speed up compensation claims.
As well as blocking roads, the
snowfall closed Madrid’s Barajas
airport for a few days until last
Monday and the huge Mercama-
drid wholesale market until Tues-
day, disrupting fresh produce
supplies in the city.
Schools were also closed this
week across the worst-hit areas

A pedestrian resorts to using skis by Madrid's Royal Palace after the blizzard late last week. ere

.."'J-\.'.

Supplies got moving again on Tuesday at the wholesale market. ere

of inland Spain and some were
expected to remain shut next
week as damage was assessed.

Madrid estimated on Thursday
that 850 tonnes of the 9,000 ton-
nes of rubbish that has built up
on the city’s streets had been
cleared.

The freezing temperature that
hit much of the country after the
snowfalls has prevented melting.
Early on Tuesday morning, the
thermometer in the tiny village
of Bello, in Teruel province, got
as low as -25.4° C, the lowest in a
Spanish town or village since
1963.

Some main rural roads across
the country stayed shut. In An-
dalucia, five were still closed on
Thursday in higher parts
of Almeria, Cadiz and Granada
provinces.
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Government rules
out measures to
control soaring
electricity prices
during cold snap

SUR

MADRID. The national govern-
ment said this week that the big
surge in electricity prices in the
last few days was “temporary”
and that prices would drop
again.

Ministers ruled out interven-
ing, creating an uncomfortable
political situation for the left-
wing ruling coalition of PSOE
and Unidas Podemos. Both po-
litical groups had been ex-
tremely critical of the previous
conservative government when
they were in opposition and
when prices last rose in the
same way.

On Wednesday this week the
price per megawatt hour for
consumers on variable tariffs
had risen over a third since last
Sunday.

More radical Unidas Podemos
wants to intervene on prices but
its PSOE partner is staying cau-
tious, partly blaming EU rules.

Energy costs have risen. JRr.L.

THE EURO ZONE
MARK NAYLER

Layers of the

ere’s a typical sentence

Covid cake
on Covid and Spain’s

H economy, taken from a

Reuter’s report published last
week: commenting on the
year-on-year 22% rise in un-
employment seen last Decem-
ber, the news outlet said that
the “brutal economic contrac-
tion induced by the coronavi-
rus crippled tourism and other
labour-intensive industries”.
This is not technically false,
but it is misleading, because
there’s a vital omission in the

source’s description of the
cause-and-effect chain that is,
indeed, ruining many busi-
nesses in the hospitality sec-
tor. There are three layers to
the disgusting cake we’ve all
had rammed down our throats
this year: first, the virus itself;
secondly, the measures taken
to temporarily reduce its
spread; and thirdly, the eco-
nomic, social and human fall-
out from both of those com-
bined and each separately.
The prevailing view seems

to be that there is no real dis-
tinction to be made here, from
which it follows that the pan-
icked, punitive response to the
virus employed in Spain is not
just the best way, but the only
way. But despite what the
country’s fumbling govern-
ment wants you to believe,
this is manifestly false, and
not just because Sweden went
down a different route
(thereby making itself the fo-
cus of a complex debate about
the wisdom of indiscriminate
lockdowns).

It takes just seconds to enu-
merate ways in which the re-
sponse could have been differ-
ent. Before the imposition of
total lockdown - a devastating
and extreme measure, wher-
ever it’'s employed - was there
any attempt whatsoever at a
cost-benefit analysis? What

about placing mobility restric-
tions only on the most vulner-
able parts of the population -
what’s been called a “smarter”
approach to lockdowns? What
about employing greater leni-
ency in smaller villages and
less densely-populated areas?
What about making some rules
discretionary rather than com-
pulsory? What about allowing
bars and restaurants to take
their own risk calculations and
deciding for themselves
whether or not to remain open
for the last few hours of trad-
ing? I could go on.

The fact that a discussion
about different approaches is
possible shows that there are
other ways in which Spain
could have dealt with its Covid
situation, especially as it has
impacted upon the tourism
and hospitality sectors. In

other words, there is a distinc-
tion to be made - and a very
important one - between the
second and third layers of the
Covid cake. This, in turn, leads
us to question the extent to
which the damage sustained
by the country’s bars, restau-
rants and hotels is owed only
indirectly to the virus itself,
but directly to the draconian
measures taken to contain it.

This question is especially
pertinent when applied to the
prohibition of alcohol in bars
between six and eight in the
evening. Comprehension or
justification of this ludicrous
piece of legislation requires a
real leap of credulity, as it pre-
sumably did for its mercurial
creators - all the proof one
needs that there’s the virus,
then a whole load of nonsense
on top of it.
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A message of hope
for 2021 in New
Year message

“l cannot pretend the
hard times are over yet,”
the chief minister told
the people of Gibraltar
about Covid and Brexit,
"but they will be”

DEBBIE BARTLETT

GIBRALTAR. This time last year,
Brexit was the only challenge the
Gibraltar government was expect-
ing to have to deal with, said chief
minister, Fabian Picardo, in his
televised New Year Message on
Monday evening, but the Covid-19
pandemic meant that “our depar-
ture from the EU almost faded into
the back of our minds as we
watched, almost powerless, as the

virus spread”.

In March, Picardo said, he
chaired the toughest meetings of
the Cabinet of his time in office,
and they were called upon to make
some of the toughest decisions they
had ever made. “I have hated every
decision my government has taken
to curtail your constitutional free-
doms. But I am certain that the ac-
tions we took in the first week of
March last year saved lives. And in
taking those difficult decisions, I
reached out to the Opposition.
United, we faced those early Co-
vid challenges together,” he said.
He then spoke about the vaccine
and how it had brought new hope
“which will allow us to move on”.

Moving on, of course, means
Brexit which is by no means over

pE——

in Gibraltar even though the tran-
sition period has now ended. This
week the first ferries arrived from
Algeciras carrying goods of ani-
mal origin from the UK, which due
to Brexit can no longer be trans-

The new agreement will put an end to long delays at
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ported across the land border. This
cumbersome situation is just one
of those the Gibraltar government
is trying to avoid as it negotiates
its own future relationship with
the European Union.

The chief minister said he is
“very happy” that they have been
able to reach the in-principle agree-
ment which was announced on
New Year’s Eve, and which he said
covers all the key issues for Gibral-
tar without crossing a single one
of the red lines on sovereignty, ju-
risdiction and control.

“And so it is with hope above
everything else that we embark on
the rest of 2021. That new hope I
spoke of earlier. Hope that we can
start to leave behind this terrible
pandemic. Hope that we can avoid
the loss of any more precious lives.
And the hope that we can together
go forward into a new, much
brighter, post-pandemic and post-
Brexit world. A world in which we
will be closer than ever to Britain.
With the right to passport our serv-
ices into the UK. And as part of the
UK’s new trade deals with the
world. And yet with an enduring
connection with the EU. Secur-
ing our right to unhindered mo-
bility and seeking new arrange-
ments to trade in goods.

“I cannot pretend the hard
times are over yet,” he said. “But
they will be”.

IN BRIEF

The Governor, Sir David Steel, visited the vaccination centre. sur

CORONAVIRUS

Gibraltar starts
vaccination campaign

D.B. There was a huge sense of an-
ticipation on Saturday evening
when the first 5,850 doses of the
Pfizer BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine
were delivered to the Rock by an
RAF plane. The vaccination cam-
paign began early on Sunday, with
frontline workers and residents of

Elderly Residential Services the
first to receive the injections.

Vaccinations have continued
every day this week, as the num-
ber of active cases of the corona-
virus continued to rise. On Wednes-
day evening there was very sad
news, as it was announced that the
number of deaths linked to the vi-
rus had risen to 23. Five people
died on the same day, including
three residents of Elderly Residen-
tial Services.

SECURITY

Homeless protest sparks
scare at the Convent

D.B. Security is being reviewed at
the Convent, the official residence
of the Governor of Gibraltar, after
a man climbed onto the roof to
protest about homelessness on
Wednesday afternoon. He was
holding up a sign saying ‘Shelter-
wise - helping the homeless’, and
is believed to have gained access
from nearby scaffolding. Police
cordoned off the area and diverted
traffic, and officers went up on to
the roof to persuade the 42-year-
old to come down, which he fi-
nally did. He was later arrested.

CRIME

Cannabis resin seized in
Customs operation

D.B. Gibraltar’s Customs Marine
unit seized 825 Kilos of cannabis
resin and a Spanish-registered
yacht on Tuesday after stopping
the vessel during a routine patrol
1.5 miles off Europa Point. After
questioning the two male occu-
pants, who were Spanish and Por-
tuguese, the boat was taken to Cus-
toms Marine Base and searched.
Slabs and bales of cannabis resin
were discovered in a secret com-
partment in the floor. The haul is
believed to have a street value of
around four million pounds.
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THE BIGGER PICTURE
JEREMY BLATCH

Cryptocurrencies and
Bitcoin: folly or future?

b4 jb@ehh.gi

battle of ideas is raging
A among investors and

speculators, fought with
equal conviction about the mer-
its and defects of Bitcoin and
cryptocurrencies. According to
the founder of the Celcius Net-
work, “People giving venture
capital to crypto believe it will
save humanity from itself.”

It is easy to confuse cryptocur-

rency with a state-owned digital

currency. Because most US dol-
lar payments are made with a
piece of plastic, the USD is al-
ready a digital currency. That
governments will in time have a
digital currency is probable,
simply because they can. How-
ever, the US Central Bank is
quick to point out that this is not
currently being considered.
Some 1,500 cryptocurrencies
are currently being offered in the

world. The primary concern of
the G20 is to protect the con-
sumer against fraud, global ter-
rorism, illegal arms sales, hu-
man trafficking and narco-traf-
ficking. However, US regulators,
in consultation with the G20, are
deliberately dragging their feet
and not producing any clarity in
regard to regulation.

The term ‘cryptocurrency’ is
misleading. As a ‘currency’, they
fail as a store of value or a me-
dium of exchange. Though os-
tensibly ‘crypto’, they cannot de-
liver security and scalability and
at the same time be decentral-
ised. Crypto-entrepreneurs
widely trumpet consumer ac-
cess to the stock market through
smart contracts, but unlike com-
mon stock or bond holders who

have a direct claim on an asset
and contractual rights, these
consumers have no rights nor
claim. If this situation is to con-
tinue unchecked it will magnify
counterparty risk on a global
scale, the very risk that brought
down the giant insurance com-
pany AIG in 2008 during the fi-
nancial crisis.

Due to its decentralised con-
struction, Bitcoin is acknowl-
edged to be different from other
cryptos because it is not an effi-
cient method of payment: Bit-
coin can process five transac-
tions per second, while Ether-
ium can process 7 and Visa
25,000! Billions of people use
Visa, WeChat, PayPal, and iPay,
driving down costs. These serv-
ices are the result of fintech
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revolution, not Crypto, nor
Blockchain.

Because the technology used
in Crypto is in its infancy, we can
only speculate about its future
development and usage. Tech-
nological advancement is, by its
very nature, deflationary. No one
could have assured us several
years ago, that we would be mak-
ing free telephone calls across
the world via the internet.

Like gold, Bitcoin may make
the investment case as a hedge
against the devaluation of Fiat
paper currency and loss of pur-
chasing power. As with any com-
modity, scarcity of supply and
demand drives prices, and scar-
city of supply is used to support
the case for an increase in the
price of Bitcoin.

With 55% of Bitcoin mining
controlled by three miners, the
risk of oligarchic control is real.
If Bitcoin is held in securitised
form within a portfolio, it may
prove to help preserve purchas-
ing power over time and act as a
hedge against other assets. Since
its launch in 2009, the price of
Bitcoin has spiked to USD
20,000 and crashed to USD
6,000 on its way to surpass USD
30,000.

Therefore, those who hold Bit-
coin as the panacea for the
global financial system had bet-
ter be prepared for a rough and
ugly ride.

As for “saving humanity from
itself”, pride goes before a fall!

The author is a member of the
Society of Trustees and Estate
Practitioners and an investment
counsellor. The comments and
observations by the author are a
reflection of his opinion and do
not constitute an offer to buy and
hold securities, nor does he
receive any remuneration of any
kind from names referred to.

IN BRIEF

COSTA DEL SOL

MediaMarkt set for Mijas,
Marbella and El Ingenio

JUAN soTo. Consumer electron-
ics chain MediaMarkt is to open
three new stores - at Marbella’s
La Canada, Mijas Costa’s Parque
Miramar and Vélez-Malaga’s El
Ingenio mall.

The German company has
signed an agreement with Portu-
guese firm Worten to acquire 17
of its existing stores across Spain.

MediaMarkt hopes to rebrand
the three Worten stores on the
Costa in the next few months.
However the chain will close two
other Worten stores located in
the Malaga Nostrum and Larios
Centro malls in Malaga city due to
an overlap with existing shops.

MediaMarkt will now have 106
shops in Spain and 7,000 staff.
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Covid-19 has taken Costa del Sol tourism
back four decades in one unforgettable year

The figures for 2020
show that there were
75% fewer visitors and
economic losses of 10.3
billion euros in the
province of Malaga

)
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MALAGA. Sunshine, beaches, and
empty. That just about sums up
2020 in terms of Costa del Sol
tourism. Other descriptions could
be; catastrophic, unbelievable and
devastating. At a press conference
held by the provincial authority
last Friday, to report on a year
which makes those in the indus-
try want to cry and forget at the
same time, Luis Callejon, the
president of the Aehcos Costa del
Sol hoteliers association, said “I
can think of many adjectives to
describe the past 12 months, and
none of them are good.”
Outside, the rain lashed down
and the wind howled, courtesy
of Storm Filomena. It seemed a
suitable accompaniment for
such a solemn occasion. The im-
pact of the coronavirus on tour-
ism in Malaga province, said
Francisco Salado, the head of
the Costa del Sol Tourist Board,
has been so great that it has re-
turned the sector to 1980s levels:
“This crisis has taken the Costa
del Sol back four decades.”
Anyone with the slightest idea
of what tourism means to the Costa
in terms of the economy and em-
ployment must be asking them-
selves if these figures can be real.
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Luis Callejon, Francisco Salado, Margarita del Cid and Antonio Diaz at the press conference. saLvApboRr saLAs

They are. There were 9.3 million
fewer tourists than in 2019 (down
71.6 per cent). The loss to the econ-
omy of the province is nearly 10.35
billion euros, 17,605 direct jobs in
the sector have gone and 31,000
workers have been temporarily
laid off. Salado described the dam-
age as “astronomical”.

It is ruinous for the province,
and it is difficult to imagine what
happens next in a scenario which
is constantly changing because of
the pandemic. Malaga depends on
tourism like Germany depends on
its car industry and Norway de-
pends on oil. The concern on the
faces of those in authority was ob-
vious, and no mask could hide it.

The uncertainty doesn’t help. It
looks as though, at best, 2021 will
be a year of transition. It’s not that
Malaga is no longer attractive. It’s
the nature of the crisis, the invisi-
ble threat that makes people re-

luctant to travel. That means the
problem is global and the province
has suffered badly from a general
fall in its source markets.

The figures regarding transport
infrastructure in Malaga province
were also depressing. The airport
reported that 6.9 million fewer pas-
sengers arrived in 2020. Arrivals
by high speed train fell by 61.1 per
cent. There were 89.3 per cent
fewer cruise passengers. And the
effects on the labour market so far
are, said Salado, “unreal” because
of the anaesthetising effect of the
ERTEs. If the situation doesn’t im-
prove in 2021, those temporary
layoffs will become permanent.

The vaccine is being seen as vi-
tal for the Costa del Sol. Salado said
recovery depended on its success
and urged the government to im-
prove controls at the airports. The
most important selling point in
2021 will be tourism that is safe.

Calls for longer furlough
period and tax
reductions in the sector

Luis Callejon also said that al-
though the government has in-
dicated that it will extend the
furlough period until 31 May,
this is not long enough for the
tourism sector, and the meas-
ure should continue to the end
of this year. He said there is too
much uncertainty about how
the situation will evolve in 2021
and businesses in the sector
rely on these ERTESs to keep
their costs down. He also called
on the government to introduce
tax reductions, as many compa-
nies will be unable to pay their
taxes in the next few months.
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Foreign tourists
who travel to
Andalucia offered
free coronavirus
insurance

PILAR MARTINEZ

MALAGA. Andalucia has kicked
off 2021 with a new campaign
to reinforce its position as a safe
destination to travel.

A free medical insurance pol-
icy with Covid-19 coverage for
non-resident international tour-
ists is being offered to entice
visitors back to the region.

The Junta de Andalucia has
said that to benefit from this of-
fer, travellers must stay in any
type of regional government-
regulated establishment which
can include hotels, tourist apart-
ments, hostels, aparthotels,
campsites and rural cottages.

This initiative will continue
throughout the year, and will be
operated by Europ Assistance.

“This is a free medical insur-
ance for all foreign tourists, who
are not residents, who travel to
Andalucia by any means of
transport between 1 January
and 31 December and without
age limit,” although the regional
government said the end date
may be extended if necessary.

Helpline
The Junta said the insurance
scheme would cover “the medi-
cal, surgical and hospitalisa-
tion expenses for Covid-19,
those of transport and repatria-
tion and costs derived from an
extension of the stay due to
quarantine”.

In addition, tourists will have
a multilingual 24-hour helpline
available to answer their ques-
tions. An international market-
ing campaign to promote the
insurance to a worldwide audi-
ence will also be rolled out.
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

The future for the elderly

In this world that is ever more technical and digitalised,
we the elderly have to keep adapting. Medical and scientific
progress will slow down ageing and improve health.

The development of domotics, technology and robotics
will allow us to live longer and with better quality of life:
security, entertainment, intellectual and cultural wealth,

Unfortunately, not everyone will have access to this pro-
gress, as the welfare state is weak, with insufficient pensions
and no guarantee of spending power.

The challenge will be to maintain a passion and a sense
for living. “We’ll die when we die” - we have to have a posi-
tive attitude to events and an active old age (health, secu-
rity, participation and permanent learning).

I hope our descendants will know nothing of inequality,
pandemics, unemployment, risk of poverty or loss of cul-

Money issues

Following the death of my wife
over seven years ago, I sold our
property in Mijas Costa. Agen-
cia Tributaria have told me
they now want to return to me
600 euros.

My solicitor has failed to
help me and is now consid-
ered too ill to work. To appoint
a new attorney will cost 600
euros. I wonder if there is a so-
lution to this matter.

Thank you.

BRIAN DALE

El Capistrano Village

Thank you for the lovely ar-
ticle written by Jennie Rho-
des on 1 January regarding
the joint retirement at El
Capistrano, Nerja.

She managed to weave the
two events together very
smoothly and the result was
a light and informative
piece, which was a pleasure
to read.

Keep up the good work!
DIANE MILLWARD
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Reading festival

hese are times for rejoic-
I ing in the small pleasures
of life: bacon sandwiches,
making music, both of the Man-
chester teams losing, reading
the paper while having a couple
of pints. Oh, wait. That last one
has been snatched from our dis-
believing grasp by the publish-
ers who've decided it isn’t worth
persevering with the print edi-
tions of many of the more inter-
esting UK newspapers here in
Spain.

Clearly they weren'’t selling
enough copies to make it worth
while. Why? Because, incredi-
bly, it appears that vast swathes
of people who should know bet-
ter have decided that reading
the news online is an acceptable
pastime. It isn’t.

Any sentient soul knows that
the news should be read in its
printed form, the reader idly
flicking through heavenly pages
of text, searching for the most

IDIGORAS

interesting articles, occasion-
ally stumbling on a hidden gem,
before skipping the economy
section in search of something
less mind numbing, like the
weather. Reading on a tablet or
- heaven forfend - a phone just
doesn’t cut the mustard. First of
all, it’s undignified all that
hunching and squinting and
right/left swiping. Sit up straight,
man. Furthermore, your chances
of happening upon something
you weren’t intending to read
are much smaller and this can
only limit our already cropped
horizons.

It’s the same with books. Now,
I'm sorry if you got a Kindle for
Christmas and don’t wish to
dampen your spirits but it’s a
capricious love, the tablet thing.
Oh, yes, right now, it’s all “Look
everybody, I can store 17 gazil-
lion books on here and can con-
trol the screen glare with a sim-
ple flick of the finger”, but that

charm will soon fade and soon
you’ll be yearning for the touch
and smell of paper pages, staring
longingly at the bloke next to you
on the train with his dog-eared
copy of A Picture Of Dorian Gray
while you fiddle with your glare
controls and realise you've only
uploaded four books - A Picture
Of Dorian Gray (just now) and
three Robert Ludlums.

Books are great.

You can take one into the
bath with you if you wish,
although the physical contor-
tions necessary to keep the
pages dry may dampen the ap-
peal somewhat.

Perhaps most importantly of
all, you can give a book as a pre-
sent to someone and write a
heartfelt dedication on the in-
side cover. “To Jane, thank you
for the lovely bacon sandwiches
last Tuesday. P.S. Will you marry
me?”

Try doing that on a tablet.

-Just so you get an
idea - what we have .
is like what's happen-
ing to your climate
this week but the
other way round.
-And all the time

— — — -

i, -t

THE BOTTOM LINE
RACHEL HAYNES

Better than last?

hat were those phrases we said
and heard over and over again
as we wished one another

Happy New Year two weeks ago?

“Let’s hope 2021 is better than 2020.”
“Well 2021 can’t be any worse than 2020,
can it?” This year we couldn’t wait to say
“out with the old, and in with the new”.

But so far 2021 hasn’t started off that
well, has it?

Covid-19, or rather the virus that causes
it, must be getting used to how we are deal-

ing with it by now. We bring in measures
and manage to slow it down, keep it reined
in and more or less under control. Then we
relax, drop our guard and out it flies again.
It happened after the summer and now
it’s happening again, the blame landing
straight at the door, rightly or wrongly, of
those who had the nerve to celebrate Christ-
mas or New Year with too many people.
And now with the change of year, we're
faced with a new, far more contagious ver-
sion of the virus that is sending those graphs

shooting up alarmingly.

It’s interesting how, coinciding with Brexit,
this new, more contagious, strain has been
labelled the “British” variant. The Brits ar-
gue that it’s just because their laboratories
are better and identified it faster. Just like
the “Spanish” flu then, which, more than
a hundred years ago, got its name because
Spain was the only country to talk about it.

And if Covid’s new “British” fling was not
enough to deal with, along came Filomena
to literally dampen any remaining sparks
of excitement for the new year.

Not only are we still trying to find a way
out of a pandemic, but Spain has been hit by
its lowest temperatures in 60 years and an
amount of snow that few can remember
having seen before, especially in the streets
of the country’s capital, Madrid. And where
there wasn’t snow, there were floods, dam-
age and tragedy.

We are only two weeks into 2021, how-
ever, and it’s still valid to have high hopes
for the coming months.

Vaccination programmes are already un-
der way with more doses and types due to
arrive as the year progresses. The way prac-
tically all the health authorities have dealt
with the task of administering the vaccines
at first has certainly earned criticism and
fuelled political slanging matches, but surely
as the weeks pass, the pace will quicken
and the organisation improve.

First though, as we wait for enough peo-
ple to be vaccinated to allow us to go out-
side and celebrate properly, it looks like
we're in for another stint of lockdown in
some shape or form, or at least more re-
strictions on our movements.

If patience wasn’t high up on our New
Year’s Resolutions list this year, perhaps it
should have been.
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Gib police officer
celebrates raising
over £7.000

climbing steps

Tony Gaul went up the
Rock’s Med Steps 24
times over two days to
raise funds for causes in
the UK and Gibraltar

ASH BOLTON

GIBRALTAR. A Royal Gibraltar Po-
lice officer swapped his polished
boots for climbing shoes to com-
plete a gruelling challenge in De-
cember.

Tony Gaul went up the Rock’s
Med Steps 24 times over two days
- climbing over 10,000 metres
and 76km in the process.

During the fundraiser, the 47-
year-old dad of four raised a to-
tal of £7,365, which is set to be
split between two good causes.

Tony, who is originally from
the Isle of Sheppey, Kent, and has
worked as a police officer for five
years, told SUR in English: “I felt
extremely proud when I finished

the challenge.

“The aim of the challenge was
to raise a minimum of £5,000 to
split between two charities, and
we’ve smashed that.

“It feels great and I'd like to
thank everyone that joined me
and supported me on the chal-
lenge as it really helped me to
keep going.”

Starting at 7am each morning,
each walk took around an hour
to complete, with Tony finishing
at 7pm each day.

The former soldier, who was
awarded an MBE in the Queen’s
New Year’s Honours list in 2012,
explained that half of the money
will go towards a young police of-
ficer (Gibraltar Defence Police)
called Wesley Warwick, who had
a serious stroke last year and who
will now need a variety of equip-
ment to become self-sufficient.

The other half of the money
will go to the three-year-old
daughter (Grace) of a police offi-
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Tony Gaul, at the foot of the Rock s famous steps SUR

cer in the UK who has a rare
medical condition (Hope for
Grace).

One of only 17 people in the
world with the condition, it
caused her to have a number of
life-changing seizures when she
was first born.

Lineup continues to grow for this
summer’s Starlite Festival in Marbella

International stars who
had to cancel last year,
such as Tom Jones and
Lionel Richie, hope to
make it to the Nagtieles
stage in 2021

KATIE HEYES

MALAGA. After paving the way for
a new era of ‘Covid-free’ concerts
in the summer of last year, the Star-
lite Catalana Occidente festival is
set to return this summer to cele-
brate its ten-year anniversary in
Marbella.

Due to be held between 2 July
and 28 August, this festival has al-
ready announced an array of in-
ternational stars, many of whom
were unable to travel to Spain last
year because of Covid-19 restric-
tions. So far, the confirmed inter-
national lineup includes iconic
faces such as Lionel Richie, Tom
Jones, Passenger, Ozuna, Simple
Minds, Sebastian Yatra, Nile Rodg-
ers & Chic, Maluma, Il Divo, Ara
Malikian and Bonnie Tyler (al-
though her postponed perform-
ance date is yet to be confirmed).

National stars such as Raphael,
Pablo Lopez, Rozalen, Aitana and
David Bisbal will also grace the

Violinist Ara Mallklan was among the artists who performed in 2020. arp

auditorium stage for the 2021
edition of the Marbella boutique
festival.

Starlite prides itself as one of the
few “emblematic festivals” held
worldwide in demonstrating how
a “safe culture” can be implanted
in the live music industry.

The founder, Sandra Garcia-San-
juan, previously commented on
how they have adapted their venue
to be safer in the light of social dis-
tancing guidelines.

With capacity reduced to 1,500
spectators per concert and no re-
corded incidents related to Covid-
19 last year, Garcia-Sanjuan said,
“Starlite Catalana Occidente’s rig-
orous compliance with health regu-
lations has led it to be an example

throughout the world of the return
of live music to the stage.”
Tickets already purchased for
postponed concerts last year will
remain valid for the new dates, or
they can even be exchanged for
any other festival performance.
Seats are now on sale on the festi-
val's website with a wide choice of
options up to VIP boxes.
Alongside the concert experi-
ence the venue continues its tra-
ditional blend of music, culture
and gastronomy in its wide selec-
tion of “gastro spaces”, which in-
clude “finger foods, signature ta-
pas and trendy cuisine”. Alterna-
tively, the Starlite Restaurant, with
reservation availability, is open
both before and after the concerts.

Tony, who went into the army
at 15 before joining the Royal Gi-
braltar Police in 2016, was joined
on his first and last climb by
Wayne, the father of Wesley War-
wick.

Donations can still be made by
visiting https://cutt.ly/YjbDmet

Malaga's council-
run museums lose
two thirds of
visitors to the
pandemic

FRANCISCO GRINAN

MALAGA. The end-of-year fig-
ures released by Malaga city’s
main museums sum up the
damage the pandemic has
caused to the local cultural
sector.

Three centres managed by
Malaga city council - the
Picasso birth-house, the Cen-
tre Pompidou and the Rus-
sian Museum - have seen a
dive in visitor figures of be-
tween 61% and 75%.

Meanwhile the Malaga
Picasso Museum recently de-
scribed 2020 as its “annus hor-
ribilis” as far as figures were
concerned, and the Carmen
Thyssen said this had been an
“especially difficult” year.

“Great efforts have been
made to keep the museums
alive,” said city councillor
Noelia Losada, stressing how
they had adapted to circum-
stances, organising online ac-
tivities, lectures, workshops
and concerts with reduced
audiences.

R-DVICS
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Eldevenir, the latest addition to the
local contemporary art scene

Jesls Chacén and Maria Rosa Jurado, at the new gallery in Torrox. sur

- - - E
'Confinada’, one of the most recent works by Jestis Chacon. sur

Detail from 'Ausentes’'. sur

The staging of the
photographs has a
greater role in Chacén's
'Fotogramas’ series. sur

Maria Rosa Jurado has
taken the step from the
digital world to a physical
gallery, with an exhibition
of the photographic
works of Jesus Chacén

ANTONIO_
JAVIER LOPEZ

MALAGA. It sounds like a very
simple thing to do, but in fact it
is radical, even revolutionary.
Because in the midst of a health
and economic crisis, the true di-
mensions of which are still
barely known, with the uncer-

tainty of what lies ahead in the
short and medium term, what
made a young woman, qualified
in architecture and fine arts,
who trained in Madrid and Flor-
ence, open a contemporary art
gallery on the outskirts of a town
which is some distance from a
big city? “Because,” says Maria
Rosa Jurado, “nothing else
makes me happy”.

Her enthusiasm has been
matched by her determination
to open Eldevenir, the online
project she created five years
ago which has now moved into
physical form with the inaugu-
ration of the gallery in Torrox.

“I have done things the other
way round,” she says. “I spent
five years learning, seeing what
art galleries do, and I found that

the virtual space wasn’t enough
for me, I needed more contact
with the artists and the public.”

For her first exhibition, Maria
Rosa is featuring Marbella pho-
tographer Jesus Chacon, in a dis-
play called ‘Acompanio a mi som-
bra’, a look at the last 20 years of
his works, which range from
nude portraits to snapshots in a
staged setting.

“For me, photography always
starts in the form of a dialogue.
In the case of the portraits there
is a connection with the person
in the image, while in the works
with a staged setting, that rela-
tionship tries to establish itself
with the whole of the context rep-
resented and, in both cases, I al-
ways make bridges for the spec-
tator,” says Chacén .

The exhibition, which will con-
tinue until 14 February, brings
together Chacén’s works from his
vocational and diverse aesthetic
series. If the initial ‘Kabilia’ de-
notes a certain haunting surre-
alism with its documentary ap-
pearance, ‘Instantes/Invisibles’
isolates the subjects in scenes
with a greater affiliation to the
pictorial. From the colour and
saturation of this series, Chacon
travelled to the subtle black and
white of ‘Miradas de una ciudad’,
in which he took the pulse of the
cultural life of Marbella through
different photos of some of its
protagonists, among them the
portrait of David Delfin which be-
came one of the most popular
pictures of the designer, who died
in2017.
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That individual isolation por-
trayed in the images of ‘Instan-
tes/Invisibles’ returns with
‘Ausentes’, where Chacon por-
trays personages self-absorbed
with their respective mobile
phones, the only source of light
in the scenes in this series,
which then gives way to the aes-
thetic and conceptual turn-
around brought about by the
photographer’s most recent
works in ‘Fotogramas’.

Here, those featured in the
portraits share the protagonism
and the carefully staged settings
which, in a way, close Chacén’s
creative circle through the same
dreamlike, almost surrealist, air
of those images of Kabilia taken
two decades ago.

The Andalusian setting

Maria Rosa has also agreed ex-
hibitions at Eldevenir with Jestus
Zurita, José Luis Puche and
Simoén Zabell. She has a particu-
lar interest in Andalusian con-
temporary art, which also rep-
resents one of the essential lines
of work in her project, and she
has also been attending art fairs
such as Just Madrid, Just Lisboa
and Arte Santander.

“The project has been asking
for this step,” says this young en-

trepreneur, who from now on
will be combining her on-
line activity with the
programme for her
gallery on the east-
ern side of
Malaga.
“Torrox can
be as good a
place as any
other. I am con-
vinced there is a
need to delocal-
ise art, because I
believe that what
mobilises people is
the quality of the pro-
ject, and of the artists.
I have never gone to a gal-
lery because I just happened
to be passing,” she says. “The
physical relationship between
the spectator and the work is es-
sential. Most works are created
to be appreciated in person, not
on a screen in the same way as
video art.”

[t is this conviction that led Maria
Rosa to open her gallery and she
explains her general strategy: “You
need to have very good communi-
cation, professionalism and good
collaborations. This is a time when
the galleries should be joining
forces and all pulling together, like
arowing team”.

But is it so easy to all pull to-
gether and row against the current
of the ongoing crisis and a general
sense of dejection?

“You mean because this is a
difficult sector?” muses Maria
Rosa. “But they are all difficult.
Every Monday I have felt like
dropping out of the race, but
every Monday I just carried on
anyway”.

Why? Perhaps it was because
it really was the only thing that
made her happy.
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GARDENING

Garrya elliptica

If you are looking for a shrub
that will flower throughout the
winter then Garrya elliptica is
an excellent choice. Common
names include coast silktassle,
wavy-leaf silktassle and silktas-
sle bush. It is native to the dry
coastal regions of California and
Southern Oregon and is an ev-
ergreen bush or small tree that
will reach around 2.5 metres in
height.

W

Tassles of Garrya elliptica and a bush in full bloom (in's.e‘rt). [i—

Forming a domed, or nearly
spherical shape, the foliage is
attractive in its own right with
crinkled edged, leathery leaves,
glossy green on the top and pale
underneath. In the winter the
elegant silky catkins appear.

Garrya elliptica is dioecious,
it has male plants or

tive tassles are probably those
on the male plants; they are
certainly the longest at up to
20cm and on the variety James
Roof (given the RHS Award of
Garden Merit) they can reach
up to 30cm long. The female
tassles are shorter, up to 6cm

long, and a lighter, silver col-

female plants. - p N - our.
The most & h B8 47 zj After flowering, the
attrac- ¢ il :iw'. PR | %v-bm female, if thereis a

ATy

4 produce grape-
i 'like bunches of
green berries

| purple or black
when ripe. The
dry brown tas-
sels remain on
the branches and
give summer inter-
est.

Propagation is best from
semi-ripe or ripe wood cuttings;
seeds can take two years to ger-
minate and the resulting seed-
lings, although fast growing,
cannot be identified as male or
female until they flower.

Garrya elliptica is moder-
ately drought resistant but will
grow more luxuriant with
regular watering during the
hottest months.

A good position would be at
the back of a border, against a
wall or other structure. It is not
fussy about soil type as long as
it is free-draining. It can also
be grown as a windbreak or as
a specimen plant. It is frost
hardy, so ideal for gardens in-
land. As the leaves may scorch
in hot sun, a location with some
afternoon shade in the sum-
mer is recommended.

The family Garryaceae con-
tains only two genera and is
named after Nicholas Garry,
the secretary of the Hudson’s
Bay Company from around
1820 to 1835.

A pink splash

This photo, taken by SUR in English reader Anita Pembury, is of a

beautiful hibiscus in bloom.

The hardy
Yucca

Yuccas are native to the
Americas but adapt to many
different climates and can be
found in most countries of
the world. They are ex-
tremely tough, with sharp,
sword-like leaves and pretty
white, bell-shaped flowers.
This photo was sent in by
reader Ann Pennington.

ANN PENNINGTON

PHOTOS
Calling all gardeners

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or
enjoy growing plants on
their terraces or balconies
and some like to take photos
of plants they see when out
and about. Why not share
them with others? Email

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rafion 48, 29009 Malaga,
with a caption and a few
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter
(@SUR_English).

¥ PHOENIX COLLEGE MALAGA

FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE, COME AND MEET US ONLINE.

A-LEVEL COLLEGE
THE WORLD AT YOUR FEET .

REGISTER FOR

OUR ONLINE EVENT AT 6PM ON THE

18TH OF FEBRUARY.

REGISTER AT

PHOENIXCOLLEGEMALAGA.COM;
OR CALL US AT 952 22 02 75.
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As minister for tourism
and information he was
behind the 'Spain is
Different’ slogan
and was ambassador to
the UK during the 1970s
O Manuel Fraga, Franco’s
tourism and informa-
tion minister, who went on to
found the Alianza Popular - the
forerunner to today’s Partido
Popular party - died of heart fail-
ure in Madrid.

Fraga, (Villalba, Lugo,
23 November 1922)
had risen through
the ranks of £
Franco’s regime
during the 1950s
and ‘60s and be-
came minister for
tourism and in-
formation in

1966.
As tourism minister, Fraga

n 15 January 2012

Manuel Fraga in 2010.

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

particularly focused on encour-
aging foreign visitors to the Co-
stas and was the person behind
the famous ‘Spain is Different’
catchphrase, which was used in
tourism campaigns during the
1950s and 60s.

In 1966 Fraga sought to reas-
sure locals in Almeria and po-
tential tourists that there was no
threat to their health after four
atomic bombs fell near Palo-
mares, three on land and one in
the sea.

The bombs were being carried
by a US Air Force B-52 bomber,
which was flying alongside
arefuelling aircraft.
The two planes col-
lided, killing seven

airmen.

To prove there
was no danger,
Fraga and US am-

bassador Angier
Biddle Duke
bathed in the sea
near Palomares, in
front of press and television

The death of Manuel Fraga, founder of the PP

Fraga as UK ambassador after a meeting with the Queen in 1973. sur

cameras. Experts stated in 1986,
however, that the sea off Palo-
mares had the worst plutonium
contamination levels anywhere
in the world.

In 1973 Fraga took up the role
of Spanish ambassador to the UK
until Franco’s death in Novem-
ber 1975.

After the dictator’s death, Fraga

LANGUAGE

FOOTNOTE

Fundador Founder
Ministro Minister
Turismo Tourism
Informacion  Information
Precursor Forerunner
Lema Catchphrase
Extranjero Foreigner
Campaiia Campaign
Salud Health
Diferente Different
Embajador Ambassador
Gobierno Government
Elecciones Elections
Escaiio Seat
Secretario Secretary
Gallego From Galicia
Avenida Avenue
Presidente President
Eurodiputado MEP

years, which were held on 15
June 1977.
Fraga went on to become a

Member of the European Parlia-

became deputy prime minister
under King Juan Carlos I's in-
terim government and in Sep-
tember 1976 he formed the Ali-
anza Popular party, which was
the forerunner to what is now the
Partido Popular. Fraga’s party
only won 16 seats and less than

ment (MEP) in the 1980s and
president of the Junta de Galicia
in 2005. He eventually retired
from politics in 2011. There is
an avenue named after him in
Torremolinos.

10 per cent of the vote in Spain’s
first democratic elections for 40

@ Bilingual crossword inside
back page

Banderas is looking for musicians
to help him hit the right notes

The new orchestra at
the star’s city centre
theatre will be under
his artistic direction
and the baton of Diez
Boscovich

REGINA SOTORRIO

MALAGA. Malaga actor Antonio
Banderas is on the look-out for
musicians to form his own or-
chestra - but if you want to ap-
ply don’t hang around - the clos-
ing date to take part in the se-
lection tests is 17 January.
Banderas wants to create a
resident orchestra at his Teatro
del Soho CaixaBank in Malaga
and is looking for musicians who
play the following instruments:
violin, viola, cello, double bass,
flute, flute/piccolo, oboe,
oboe/horn, clarinet, clarinet/bass
clarinet, bassoon, saxophone,
horn, trumpet, trombone, bass
trombone/tuba, percussion (re-
quired drums), harp and piano.
Applications to take part in
the selection tests can be sent
until 17 January. All the infor-
mation, with the rules and the

Banderas, at the launch of the theatre's programme last October. ep

registration link can be found
on the theatre’s website
(https://teatrodelsoho.com/bus-
camos-musicos-para-la-
orquesta-del-teatro/).

The auditions will take place
from 25 to 27 January with a
first exercise consisting of the
interpretation of a work by Mo-
zart, except for saxophonists
and percussionists, who will play
a piece of their choice.

Antonio Banderas will be the
artistic director of the project,

which will be under the musi-
cal direction of conductor Ar-
turo Diez Boscovich.

It will not be a conventional
training according to the web-
site: “In contrast to traditional
classical symphony orchestras,
we propose the fun and enjoy-
ment of making music with an
eclectic and vibrant repertoire,
ranging from the classical works
best known to the general pub-
lic to Broadway shows, film mu-
sic, or the Beatles.”

PET CARE
PETER HARRISON

Pandemic and
priorities

The situation has hit family budgets hard,
often to the detriment of expensive pets

tis always sad to read of
I animals being abandoned

and readers of such action
can be quick to condemn. Inci-
dents seem to have risen re-
cently so it may be interesting
to reason why, without con-
doning such action.

I firmly believe that many
animal owners take on pets
without realising the financial
commitment they are under-
taking. The good times are one
thing but animals can live for
many years; the vet bills, vac-
cinations and kennel fees can
mount up and, with a reduced
income caused by the current
situation, you may have to pri-
oritise.

Sadly in many cases the pets
lose out. It’s easy to under-
stand even if you do not agree.

Some time ago [ was asked
to go with someone to buy a
horse. A vet would be a better
judge to assess the condition
of the animal in respect of
health. As an experienced

rider and teacher of riding, I
would be able to guide her on
suitability but no more.

In the car I casually en-
quired about the budget allo-
cated for the upkeep of the
horse. The figure was woefully
inadequate, she had made no
provision for a vet driving to
her remote mountain home.

Neither was there provision
for stabling when the family
went on holiday, there was in-
adequate allowance for food-
stuffs and what could happen
if the animal had a long and
serious illness. I bowed out of
the commitment and sug-
gested renting from a good
stable.

My wife and I have eight
acres of land near El Chorro
and I would certainly love to
renew my riding life but in re-
tirement we believe in our
commitment to one hungry
labrador, one cat and one regu-
larily visiting stray cat and that
is what we can easily manage.
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EXHIBITIONS

Cristianos Coptos

LAS LAGUNAS. Until 18 January.
Casa de la Cultura.

An exhibition of photos by Antonio
G. Redondo entitled Cristianos Cop-
tos, Una Forma de Vida.

Mesopotamian art

MARBELLA. Museo Arqueoldgico
Municipal.

The exhibition at the archaeology
museum consists of various pieces
from different periods in the history
of ancient Mesopotamia. The collec-
tion is owned by Estepona resident
and French architect, Jacques Cavro.

Isabel Rosado

MARBELLA. Until 19 January. Gal-
eria Yusto/Giner. La Ermita industrial
estate, C/Madera, 9.

The exhibition Still Living by pho-
tographer Isabel Rosado consists of
still lifes with a twist. Viewing is by
previous appointment only. gale-
ria@yusto-giner.com / 951507053

Malaga Picasso Museum
MALAGA. Museo Picasso Mdlaga,
Calle San Agustin.

Collection. Dialogues with Picasso.
Collection 2020-2023 is formed of
120 works by the artist. These
include the cubist sculpture Glass
of Absinthe (1914) and the painting
Susanna and the Elders (1955).
James Turrell. Until June. The exhi-
bition entitled Cherry, is an experi-
ment with light, space and time.
Hilando Disefio. An enormous tap-
estry mural of colourful squares
created by over 500 students in
primary and secondary schools, art
and college students as well as vul-
nerable adults in care homes in
Malaga.
www.museopicassomalaga.org

Sponsored m
by

linea directa

Coleccion del Museo Ruso

MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda
Sor Teresa Prat.

Temporary exhibitions.The two tem-
porary exhibitions currently at the
museum are Rompiendo el Silencio.
El cine Mudo en Rusia (Breaking the
Silence. Silent Film in Russia) and
Andrei Tarkovsky. Maestro del Espa-
cio (Master of Space). Andrei
Tarkovsky was one of the most influ-
ential Russian artists of the 20th
century and forerunner of innovative
techniques in the cinema of the time.
In conjunction with this exhibition is
a series of silent movies, with some
of the most iconic Russian, Italian
and American films available until 4
April.

Annual exhibition. True-to-life
works from the past three centuries.
From still lifes of the 18th century to
everyday scenes painted only a few
months ago, the museum has created
a tour consisting of 163 works in a
succession of rooms. Until April.

Centre Pompidou

MALAGA. Muelle Uno.

From Miré to Barceld. The semi-per-
manent exhibition is entitled De Mird
a Barceld. Un siglo de Arte Espafiol
(From Mir6 to Barceld. A century of
Spanish art). This chronological jour-
ney through a century of Spanish art

A creative use of wood,
influenced by construction
and the third world

SUR IN ENGLISH

ESTEPONA. Casa de Las Te-
jerinas, located in the central
Plaza de las Flores in Este-
pona, will host a sculpture
exhibition from artist José
Manuel Lopez Toiran

from Monday, 18 January, at
4.30pm.

Curated by the Estacion 2B
cultural association and the
municipal delegation of His-
torical Heritage, the exhibi-
tion consists of 15 sculptures
carved out of wood and 10
painted wall-mounted
planks.

José Manuel Toirdn, who is
from Sarria in Lugo (Galicia),
spent his childhood making
sculptures out of plasticine.
Once he became a teenager,
he fully embraced his crea-
tive side at the Padre San
Millan arts school.

He proudly describes him-
self as self-taught with a wide
range of influences, from his
experience in the world of
construction and managing
an extensive real estate port-
folio, to exploring countries

‘Carved wood sculpture.

such as Cuba, Algeria, Mo-
rocco, Senegal and Guinea-
Bissau.

His work is a tribute to na-
ture, expressing his pre-
ferred, though not exclusive,
use of wood as a noble mate-
rial above all other things.

The artist delves into col-
lective thinking based on his
own psyche, talent and taste.
Nothing is random in the
execution or result of this
artist’s work which will be
open to visitors until 10 Feb-
ruary (Tuesday to Saturday,
9am to 8pm).

Dar La Cara, Pompidou Malaga.
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Students in rehearsals at the Torremolinos Dance Centre. sur

Dance school offers a free
afternoon at the ballet

TONY BRYANT

TORREMOLINOS. The Torre-
molinos Dance Centre will
present an afternoon of
ballet at the Principe de
Asturias Auditorium tomor-
row (Saturday).

The show, which begins at
midday, will be presented by
students of the long-estab-
lished academy and will offer
a programme of classical bal-
let. The production will start
with a work called The Class,
which will be accompanied by
the music of Lisa Harris and
Silvina Rouco. The second

part will consist of routines set
to the music of Bach, Strauss,
Rossini and Delibes. The com-
pany will finish with the neo-
classical Grand Showman
Overture.

Entry is free, but, because
of restricted capacity (250)
reservations should be made
by phoning 622637371, or by
e-mail (centrodedanzacdt@
yahoo.es).

The Torremolinos Dance
Centre was founded in 1976
and it follows the methodol-
ogy of the Imperial Classical
Ballet (ISTD) and the Royal
Academy of Dance.
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shows that the generation of con-
temporary artists has kept alive the
spirit of the avant-garde with
extraordinary energy.

Charo Carrera. Until March. The main
staircase in the Centro Pompidou is
the site for the painting 'Si yo, Si tu'
by veteran artist Charo Carrera.

Dar la Cara. Until 11 April. This latest
exhibition consists of photos and vid-
eos by 26 artists. Classic portraits are
mixed with contemporary and inno-
vative styles, sometimes surreal and
disquieting.

Centrode Arte Contemporaneo -
CACMalaga

MALAGA. C/Alemania.

Rinus van de Velde. Until 24 January.
This 40-minute film entitled The Vil-
lagers is a compendium of fragments
played by different characters in
undefined places that are linked
through image editing. This allows
Van de Velde to experience different
roles within his artistic production
and allows the spectator to enter the
universe of the artist.

Pedro Cabrita Reis. Until 14 March.
The Portuguese artist is exhibiting
224 works which include paintings,
sculptures, drawings and pieces cre-
ated with materials he has found.
Miki Leal. Until 21 February. Sculptures
and paintings by the Seville artist
reveal his 'mikitology’, reflecting his
love of tennis, jazz and film, in the
exhibition Well-known People / Right
to Entry.

GaleriaJM

MALAGA. C/ Duquesa de Parcent, 12.
De Gente En Gente is the title of the
current exhibition at the gallery. It con-
sists of contemporary works created by
artist José Miguel Chico Ldpez.

Carmen Thyssen Museum
MALAGA. C/ Compania, 10. 9.30 -
2.30pm. 7-9pm Tuesday to Friday.
9.30am-9pm Saturday and Sunday.
Collection. A journey through mainly
Spanish art from the Old Masters
through to Romantic Landscape and
Costumbrismo, Précieux Style and
Naturalist Painting and Fin-de-Siécle.

Museo Revellode Toro

MALAGA. Until 24 January. Closed
Mondays. C/Afligidos.

Félix Revello de Toro is a distin-
guished Malaga artist. Around 117 of
his works are on display in the
museum which regularly holds work-
shops and art classes for children and
adults. The temporary exhibition is
entitled Revello y la Transicidn
Espafiola and consists of ten works
completed between 1978 and 1997.

Museum Jorge Rando
MALAGA. C/ Cruz del Molinillo.
www.museojorgerando.org
Expressionist museum of work by
painter and sculptor Jorge Rando.

Marilyn Manson, 21Years in Hell
MALAGA. Until 22 January. La
Térmica. Free.

British photographer Ralph Perou
took photos of the extravagant, dark
and peculiar American rock star Mar-
ilyn Manson over a twenty-one-year
period. Thirty of his photographs
from the book 21 Years in Hell: Man-
son/Perou are on display.
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Creadores 2020

MALAGA. Until February. La Térmica.
Free.

Six young artists, Abel Jaramillo, Vir-
ginia Lépez-Anido, Delia Boyano,
Antonio Ruiz Montesinos, Jorge Isla
and Garcia & Fernandez are exhibiting
works which include installations,
photographs, posters, collages etc.

Eugenio Chicano

MALAGA. Until 16 March. Casa Natal
Picasso.

The first director of the Picasso birth
house, Eugenio Chicano, died in
November 2019 leaving a substantial
artistic legacy. The artist had dedi-
cated some of his works to Picasso and
the museum has selected some of
these for an exhibition in his honour.

Paisajes Cotidianos

MALAGA. Espacio Cero, Contenedor
Cultural, Universidad de Mdlaga.
British mother and son, Margaret
Harris and Timsam Harding are exhib-
iting a selection of their works enti-
tled Paisajes Cotidianos (everyday
views), while the father and husband,
sculptor Robert Harding, has an exhi-
bition in the garden of El Contenedor.

JuxtaLitus

MALAGA. Until 31 January. Alfdjar
Sala, C/ Cister, 1.

Entitled Juxta Litus (Close to the
shore), this exhibition includes the
gallery's recent ceramic works.

The Beatles versus The Rolling
Stones

MALAGA. Until 31 March. Centro Cul-
tural La Malagueta, C/ de Cervantes.
The exhibition consists of a collection
of photographs taken by Terry O'Neill
and Gered Mankowitz of the two leg-
endary bands from the start of their
careers and through their ‘boom’
years. There are also some photos
taken by Baron Wolman and two
documentaries, Eight Days A Week by
Ron Howard and Charlie is My Darling
by Peter Whitehead.

Brujas sin Coloquios
VELEZ-MALAGA. Until 7 February.
Centro de Arte Contempordneo.
Granada artist Lucia Diaz has been
working on a project that represents
the history and legends about
witches that has persisted since Ara-
bic times by way of the tradition of
Andalusian ceramics.

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC

OFM Chamber Music concerts

Country and western tribute
show rolls into Mijas Costa

Cowboys and Kisses
presents the music of
country legends such as
Johnny Cash, Dolly
Parton, Glen Campbell
and Shania Twain

TONY BRYANT

M1IAS. Lovers of a traditional-
style country hoedown will
enjoy Cowboys and Kisses, a
show packed with classic
country and western music
and accompanied by a
troupe of dancing cowgirls
performing country waltz
and line dancing.

Presented by Costa favour-
ites Johnny G and Melissa
Carver, the show presents
the best of country music
legends such as Johnny
Cash, Dolly Parton, Glen
Campbell, Garth Brooks and
Shania Twain.

Johnny and Melissa are both
well-established on the coast
and their country show was
enjoyed by sell out audiences
in Fuengirola last October.

The concert will be held at
the La Sierra Restaurant -
Cerrado del Aguila Golf and

The'.-show is comp'l.em.gnted by a troupe of dancing cdwgirls. SUR i,

Resort - in Mijas Costa on
Saturday 30 January. The
music starts at 1.30pm.
Tickets cost 35 euros and
include a three-course menu
and a glass of cava on arrival.
A donation from ticket sales

will be made to the Salén Va-
rietés fundraising campaign.

Capacity restrictions and
social distancing measures
will be in force, so early res-
ervations are advised (951
741 990).

MALAGA. Auditorio del Museo
Picasso de Mdlaga.

2 February, 7pm. Harmoniemusik
Malaga.

9 March, 7pm. Cuarteto para el fin de
los tiempos.

6 April, 8pm. La Spagna.

11 May, 8pm. Quinteto OFM.

1June, 8pm. Trio Circulo.
www.museopicassomalaga.org
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Vaivén Circo, Teatro Canovas. |

Siempre Mozart

ONLINE. 23 January, 7pm. 15€.
Online talk (in Spanish) and recital to
celebrate the child prodigy's 265th
anniversary. Information: 654013232.
Reservations: reservas@musica-
conencanto.org

THEATRE AND DANCE

Vaivén Circo

MALAGA. 16, 17 January, midday.
Teatro Cdnovas. 8€.

A new show by the Granada Vaivén
circus company. Tickets:
mmalaga.es/agenda/vaiven-circo/

LaSal theatre

MALAGA. 30, 31 January, midday.
Teatro Cdnovas. 8€.

Aimed at a young audience, the LaSal

Teatro company presents a contem-
porary dance performance based on
the theme of the home and the
uncertainties that surround it. Tick-
ets: www.juntadeandalucia.es/cul-
tura/teatros/teatro-canovas

TALKS / LECTURES

Arthistory infocus

ONLINE. Live lectures and courses
throughout the year.

Founded by art historian and lecturer
Sian Walters, Art History in Focus
arranges regular courses, study days
and visits in the UK as well as cultural
holidays throughout Europe. Sian is a
highly qualified and experienced
tutor and events organiser, and lec-
tures regularly for the National Gal-
lery and NADFAS (The Arts Society).
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www.arthistoryinfocus.com/courses/

The Arts Society Benahavis
BENAHAVIS. Lectures online.

The lectures are broadcast online using
Zoom for members and supporters.
theartssocietybenahavis.com

26 January, 7pm. How Viruses Inspire
Purity in Architecture and Design by
Alejandra Carazo. The so-called Span-
ish Flu of 1918-20 cost at least 20
million lives. What is less well known
is that it provoked a revolution in
architecture and design. Out went
the superfluous decoration and furni-
ture that were hotspots for dirt and
disease. In came a new emphasis on
pure lines, natural light and air.

The Arts Society delaFrontera

SAN ROQUE. Lectures online.

The Arts Society de la Frontera
streams lectures to its members via
Zoom. Free for members, 12€ for visi-
tors. Visitors can register by contact-
ing lucianaobrieni@gmail.com

20 January, 11am. Fakes and Fortunes
(or have | discovered a Constable in
my attic?) Lecturer Sara Cove.

O. V. FILMS

SUR in English advises calling cine-
mas to check for any last-minute time
changes. Lunchtime and late night
screenings weekends only.

Yelmo Cines, Vialia

MALAGA. C.C. Vialia, Calle
Explanada de la Estacion. 902 22 09
22. www.yelmocines.es

The Father: 18.00 (Thurs)

Cinesur Miramar
FUENGIROLA. Avda de la
Encarnacion. Tel: 952198600.
The Croods: 18.00 (Sat, Sun).

Cine Albéniz

MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel:
902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com
The Father: 12.10 (Sat, Sun); 18.00
(every day).

23 Walks: 12.00 (Sat, Sun); 18.05
(every day).
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ickled herrings have been
P a staple in Northern Europe

since Medieval times. Now,
since last January, the herring
counter has expanded to the south
of Spain, to Torremolinos.

There we find John and Eliza-
beth Hofman. This Dutch couple
are known for their special love of
‘maatjesharing’ - Dutch-style
soused herring.

Ayear ago they opened their
counter beside the Euro bar at the
very heart of La Carihuela. It be-
came a showcase for traditional
Dutch gastronomy on the Costa del
Sol.

In this interview Elizabeth points
out how marinated herring is
something that unites many na-
tions on the coast.

-What distinguishes the Dutch
herring from others?

-First of all, old tradition. ‘Matje-
sharing’ became a staple dish of
the Netherlands in the Middle Ages.
Our herrings are “ripened” for a
couple of days in oak barrels in a
salty solution, or brine. It’s this spe-
cial brine that makes the Dutch
soused herring special. It is much
sweeter than other European
equivalents and gives the fish a
distinctive sharply piquant flavour.
-When did you decide to launch
your herring business?

-At the beginning of last year we
decided to open a ‘Haring’ stall in
the most Dutch place on the Costa
del Sol - La Carihuela of Torremo-
linos. Here there are many bars
and restaurants owned by Dutch
people, as well as a supermarket
and hairdressers, and the Nether-
lands consulate is also located here.
The only thing missing was a her-
ring sale counter and this is our
principal gastronomic tradition!
We even say that herring holds a
special place in the heart of every
Dutch person.

-Do non-Dutch people buy your
herrings?

-I admit that raw herring is defi-
nitely not for everyone. But we have
some people from Germany,
France and Scandinavian coun-
tries who like it because they have
something similar. In the Nordic

Elizabeth and John at their
herring stall in Torremolinos. sur

The uniting
powers of

herring

Dutch delicacy. The Hofmans
started selling traditional
marinated herringin
Torremolinos last year.
Elizabeth speaks about the

dish’s international

connections

ALEKK M.
SAANDERS
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A Maatjesharing.
The fish served by
the Hofmans in La

Carihuela,
Torremolinos. sur

countries, for example, herring fla-
voured with mustard or onion is
eaten with dark rye bread, crisp
bread, as well as sour cream, or
potatoes. Sure, many people have
bought the typical Swedish her-
rings in the Ikea food shop. How-
ever, John offers only ‘fresh soused’
herring from Holland, with diced
raw onions and gherkins, deco-
rated with the Dutch flag. Our her-
ring is also supposed to be eaten
in a special way. The only true

Dutch way to enjoy herring is ver-
tically, raising the fish above the
mouth and taking generous bites
from the dangling herring.

-Are only residents or guests of
Torremolinos your customers?
-No, not at all. The Dutch who live
in other towns on the Costa del Sol
come here to eat our herring. For
example, we have permanent
Dutch customers from Marbella
and Fuengirola. A Russian woman
from Mijas often comes with her
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Ukrainian husband. They say that
pickled herring is very common
in Eastern European cuisine as
well. There, it is cut into pieces
and served covered with minced
boiled vegetables and seasoned
with mayonnaise.

-What about British people?
-We found out that ‘soused her-
ring’ in English can also mean a
cooked marinated herring. But the
Dutch herring is almost raw. So
some Brits compare our herring

January 15th to 21st 2021
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with kipper. But one English man
said that in his hometown he used
to eat bloaters, herrings that are
salted and lightly smoked without
gutting. I guess this English recipe
was inspired by the invention of
our national hero, a fisherman
called William Buckels. In the 14th
century, he got the idea of gibbing
- to salt herrings and pack them
into barrels. It is believed that the
emperor Charles V even erected a
statue to Buckels honouring his
fish preservation technique that
had beneficial consequences for
the country.
-Charles V was Spanish. Do Span-
ish people nowadays try your her-
ring as well?
-Not particularly... though Span-
ish people have their traditional
‘arenques’, sardines salted in
wooden barrels. There are also nu-
merous ways to serve pilchard in
many regional recipes: raw, fer-
mented, pickled or cured in
other ways. For example,
marinated fish is typical of
Andalusian gastronomy. I
know that in many restau-
rants in Cadiz province you
can order a marinated tuna
fish or dogfish. Near Tarifa,
they prepare a snack of tuna,
marinated in brine and served
on dark bread. It appears that
soused fish unites many countries.
-Is your stall open all year round?
-Yes. We opened just before the
pandemic started. So we had to
stop for the period of the lock-
down. In general we sell the her-
ring only on Fridays from 9am to
usually 5pm. Here, winter on the
Costa del Sol can be dull and
cloudy with little sun so soused
herring, which is rich in Vitamin
D, comes into its own at this time
of year because it can help sup-
plement sunlight.
-What other benefits has the her-
ring for health?
-It is known that pickled herring
is rich in Omega-3 fatty acids, se-
lenium and Vitamin B12. It is also
a good source of tyramine that
helps regulate blood pressure. In
fact, I read that they recommend
fermented and marinated food in
the coronavirus pandemic.

150 years of
Bismarck herring

150 years ago another fish-
monger couple from Stralsund
made history. The term Bis-
marck herring applies to all
German herring pickled in
vinegar and spices that you
can even buy in the supermar-
kets Lidl and Aldi. There are
various theories as to why the
product is associated with Otto
von Bismarck. The fishmon-

ger family Wiechmanns
couldn’t help admiring the
statesman. For his birthday
they sent him a barrel of pick-
led herrings. Then, in 1871,
when Bismarck brought to-
gether the region’s states into
the German Empire, the cou-
ple sent him a second barrel to
congratulate him on this tri-
umph. The barrel was accom-
panied by a note, wherein they
asked permission to name
their pickled fish after this
great man, to which he agreed.
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The vermouth route:
aromatised wines
made in Malaga to
suit all palates

We take a trip round
the province in search
of the most special
aromatised and
fortified wines

ESPERANZA PELAEZ

MALAGA. With a long history dat-
ing back to the Middle Ages, when
it was known as the ‘wine of herbs’,
vermouth (wine fortified and aro-
matised with botanicals and
spices) is a traditional apéritif
which in recent years has made a
major comeback in bars, restau-
rants and also in cocktail recipes.

The two most traditional grapes
in Malaga province, Muscat and
Pedro Ximénez, are perfect for
vermouth, because it needs a
sweet base upon which to play with

Vermouth, a wine fortified
and aromatised with
botanicals and spices, is
making a comeback

bitter flavours and aromas of roots,
herbs and spices. As a result, more
and more wineries have recently
decided to produce their own ver-
mouths.

As well as the traditional varie-
ties from Bodegas Antigua Casa
de Guardia, Quitapenas, Malaga
Virgen and Dimobe (Casa de
Guardia and Dimobe each make
two types), one exciting vermouth
project is that of Javier Krauel, who
uses the types of wine made in
the family winery a hundred years
ago to produce his new Vermu
Krauel.

Young wineries such as Nifio de
la Salina (Almargen), Pérez Hi-
dalgo (Alora), Antakira (Antequera)
and Tierras de Mollina (Mollina)
are also producing some very in-
teresting vermouths because, in
this aromatised wine, the mixtures
and proportions are as important
as the base wines (the finest ones
are not used for vermouth).

If you are an enthusiast of this
drink, you really should try the
surprising and unique varieties
being produced in Malaga. They
go well with any type of snack,
from hams and smoked fish to
shellfish and nuts.

i

snack. sur

MADE IN MALAGA

The classics

Quitapenas: Made 100% with
PX grapes, it is aged for 12
months. (https:/quitape-
nas.es/)

Antigua Casa de Guardia:
Vermut PX and Vermut Pre-
mium (https://tienda.antigua-
casadeguardia.com/), which
have 36 and 48 months of age-
ing respectively.

Bodegas Dimobe: Vermut Di-

mobe, which is not aged, is
also sold from the barrel, and
Ventura 27, a signature ver-
mouth which is aged for 12
months.

Malaga Virgen: Malaga Virgen
(www.bodegasmalaga-
virgen.com) produces Pimpillo,
100% PX.

The newcomers

Krauel: The most exclusive is
Vermut Krauel
(https://krauel.es/), using wine

recipes from 100 years ago.
Andresito: Vermut Andresito,
from Bodega Nino de la Salina
(www.fontalbacapote.es/), is
made with 100% PX grape.
Cortijo La Fuente: Also with
PX grape. (http:/www.bodega-
cortijolafuente.es/)

Antakira: PX grape, as well.
(www.bodegasantakira.com)
VRTH Casser: Bodegas Pérez
Hidalgo de Alora. No added al-
cohol. (www.bodegasperezhi-
dalgo.es/).
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Hearts that lose

TACHYCARDIA

100

their rhythm

If the heart beats more
than 100 times a minute at

Arrhythmias

rest, it is working much
faster than it should
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ELENA MARTIN

veryone carries a song in-
E side them, a constant

percussion in the chest,
the rhythm that gives us life.
That beat isn’t always as even
and regular as it should be, how-
ever. Arrhythmia is a condition
which changes the normal pace
of the heart (which should be
between 60 and 100 beats a
minute) and affects more men
than women.

‘hey are treated

José Luis Roberson, a septua-
genarian whose heart lost its
natural rhythm 12 years ago,
tells us his story:

“It was January 21st and the
weather was horribly cold, but
I went out running anyway be-
cause [ was training for a mara-
thon. I have always been athletic
and in good physical shape, but
I suddenly felt a fluttering in my
chest and a feeling of fatigue
from the waist down. My legs
didn’t seem to want to work and
the pulsometer started to go
crazy. There was nobody else
around, and no high-tension
equipment, so there was no rea-
son for the gadget to do that. I

turned round and decided to go
straight to a doctor I knew from
my rowing club, but by the time
I got there I had a very fierce
pain in the left part of my chest.
The doctor said I had arrhyth-
mia,” he explains.

Since then, José Luis has had
heart surgery three times, is un-
dergoing treatment and has writ-
ten a book about his experience,
called Usted No Tiene Nada.

“I gave it that title [it means
‘there’s nothing wrong with you’
in English] because that’s what
the first cardiologist I saw told
me,” he says. And something was
wrong with him. He had atrial
fibrillation (AF), the most com-

mon type of arrhythmia in
Spain, which affects between
one and two per cent of the gen-
eral population, but rises to 4.4
per cent in the over-40s and up
to nine per cent in octogenari-
ans. With the ageing of the cur-
rent population, it is calculated
that these figures will double in
the next five decades.

Even so, the title of José Luis’
book is quite apt, because many
patients are affected by the fact
that atrial fibrillation is under-
diagnosed, as a study published
in the Journal of the American
College of Cardiology indicated
in April.

Nevertheless, arrhythmias can
occur in a large number of con-
ditions, not just AF. These are
distinguished depending on
whether they speed up or slow
down the pulse. If it is working at
more than 100 beats a minute
we are looking at tachycardia
(the heart beats faster than nor-
mal). That occurs because of ir-

regularities in the way the atria,
the upper chambers of the
heart, function, such
as in the case of
atrial fibrillation
or atrial flutter, or
through altera-
tions in the activ-
ity of the ventricles,
(lower chambers of the
heart), such as ventricu-
lar tachycardia or ventricu-
lar fibrillation.

If the heart beats fewer
than 60 times a minute, this
is bradycardia (a slowing of
the heart), and this is often
related to problems in the
sinus node (our natural
pacemaker), and also atriov-
entricular block, in other
words when the electrical sig-
nals which are transmitted
through the atria do not reach
the ventricles.

Each of these pathologies can
have different causes depend-
ing on who suffers from them,

Dawvid Peromingo
Tamara Abvamovich
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HOW TO LOOK AFTER YOUR CARDIAC HEALTH

Eat healthily

Mediterranean diet The best

A cardio-healthy diet means avoi-
ding excess calories (less saturated
fat, sugar and salt) and more fruit,
vegetables, fish and fibre. Obesity
and cholesterol are very damaging
for the heart. The countries with the
best cardiac health are those that
follow the Mediterranean diet.

Don't smoke

Mortality Three times the risk
Research has shown that tobacco
speeds up the heart, damages the
cells that cover the blood vessels
and contracts the main arteries,
among other effects. It is also
known that the incidence of car-
diovascular illnesses is three times
higher in smokers.

Exercise

Be more active More cardio

When we exercise, our heart spe-
eds up. It's a type of healthy ta-
chycardia, because it oxygenates
the body and reduces blood
pressure. Recommended moderate
exercise includes walking for an
hour, swimming or doing cardio
exercise like dancing or aerobics.

Drink in moderation

A cup of tea An exceptional ally
Alcohol, even in small amounts,
alters cardiac rhythm, says an ar-
ticle in the Journal of the Ameri-
can College of Cardiology. Howe-
ver, a cup of tea a day reduces the
risk of cardiovascular problems by
35 per cent, according to a study
by the Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Sleep for 8 hours

Insomnia Possible heart attacks
People who have difficulty slee-
ping are 45% more at risk of ha-
ving a heart attack, according to a
study by Norwegian experts. Re-
commendations for better sleep
are: keep regular hours, avoid
heavy meals in the evening, and
take exercise.

Avoid stress

Meditation A simple respite
Stress increases blood pressure,
can cause arteriosclerosis, arrhyth-
mias and increases the risk of heart
attack. People under stress are
about 27% more likely to have
heart problems. Try not to work
too many hours, stay positive, me-
ditate or do yoga.
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BRADYCARDIA

If the heart beats fewer
times than this per minute,

it is considered to be func-
tioning too slowly

because arrhythmias can be ac-
quired (which is most common)
or hereditary.

“An acquired arrhythmia re-
sponds to risk factors such as
ageing, hypertension, diabetes,
smoking, high cholesterol or a
coronary illness, among others,
while many cardiac illnesses are
genetically determined and are
predisposed to suffer arrhyth-
mias,” says Javier Jiménez Can-
dil, president of the Cardiac
Rhythm Association of the Span-
ish Cardiology Society (SEC).

Continual stress and high-in-
tensity sport have also been clas-
sified as enemies of the heart.
That was exactly the reason for
José Luis’ arrhythmia.

“When I thought about it af-
terwards, I was very stressed at
work and that, combined with
high-resistance sport, was like
a bomb as far as my heart was
concerned,” he says.

This is why experts advise
having a medical check-up be-
fore starting any new sport, es-
pecially people who have never
done sport before.

Arrhythmias can also occur
during foetal life, childhood or
adolescence, but “the vast ma-
jority are benign and easily
documentable and treatable”,
says the cardiologist.

In adults this is less common,
although it is possible that ar-
rhythmia shows only minor
symptoms or perhaps none at
all. The latter is a problem in se-
rious cases, because the lack of
treatment can have fatal conse-
quences, such as a stroke.

The symptoms of arrhythmias
depend on the type of alteration.
“Tachycardias result in a fast
pulse, palpitations, fatigue, pain
in the chest and difficulty in
breathing, while bradycardias
appear in the form of syncopes
[fainting],” says Dr Jiménez.
Some malign arrhythmias can
also lead to sudden death.

“I have lost consciousness sev-

“The mixture of stress
and high-intensity
sport was like a bomb
as far as my heart was
concerned”

eral times and found myself in
hospital when I came round. It
makes you feel very insecure.
That’s why some people with ar-
rhythmia are too scared to leave
their homes,” says José Luis. “My
advice to them would be to con-
front their fears, eat healthily,
exercise within their capabili-
ties and find a good cardiologist
who will monitor them,” he says.

Diagnostic apps

The latest news with regard to
diagnosing arrhythmias comes
in the form of mobile apps which
carry out quality electrocardio-
grams. “This is a great advance
because they make it easier to
detect sporadic arrhythmias,
which are difficult to identify,
and therefore to treat,” says
Jiménez.

Treatments for arrhythmias
are divided into three groups:
the ones that change bad life-
style habits (losing excess
weight, taking exercise, control-
ling risk factors); specific drugs
for each type of arrhythmia, and
intervention techniques which
depend on each patient.

For example, pacemakers are
ideal to treat bradycardias with
syncopes, while a patient with
tachycardia which is not re-
sponding to medication will
benefit from a cardiac ablation.

Thanks to all this, say the spe-
cialists, a large number of ar-
rhythmias can be cured or con-
trolled nowadays, thereby im-
proving the quality of life of
those who suffer from them.
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The Malaga players celebrate after Rahmani's spectacular goal gave them the lead. fro saLas

Malaga trip up at home again
despite Rahmani's wonderstrike

Real Oviedo equalised
early in the second
half and the Blue and
Whites couldn’t
recover as they went
down to ten men

DARYL FINCH

MALAGA. Malaga’s struggles at
home continued on Saturday night
as they were held to a 1-1 draw
by Real Oviedo in their second
meeting in four days.

A superb strike from Yanis Rah-
mani gave the hosts the lead in
the 13th minute, but they were
pegged back early in the second
half and any chance of a winner
was hampered by Alberto Es-
cassi’s late red card and VAR com-
ing to the rescue of Oviedo.

With the enforced absence of
Luis Munoz (who must self-iso-
late after coming into contact with

someone who tested positive for
coronavirus), Malaga coach Ser-
gio Pellicer opted for an attack-
ing line-up in a 4-4-2. This helped
to get his side on the front foot in
the early exchanges, although for-
mer Malaga striker Gustavo Blanco
Leschuk was keen to give his for-
mer employers a reminder of what
they are missing.

The hosts took the lead inside
the opening quarter of an hour
when Rahmani collected Cristian’s
short corner before unleashing a
superb left-footed strike in at the
far post.

This initial effectiveness was
shortlived, however. Oviedo, ini-
tially penned in by Malaga’s num-
bers in attacking positions, slowly
started advancing up the pitch
and thought they had an equal-
iser after pinball in the Malaga
area but the play was pulled back
by the VAR for a clear offside ear-
lier in the move.

Six minutes after the break and
the visitors were level. An intri-
cate through pass from Lucas Ahi-
jado fed Nahuel Leiva, who poked
the pall past Dani Barrio in the
one-on-one, despite the best ef-
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MALAGA-OVIEDO

Malaga: Dani Barrio; Ismael (Alexander
Gonzalez, 82'), Escassi, Lomban, Cristo;
Joaquin (Orlando S&, 82'), Cristian,
Ramon, Rahmani; Caye Quintana (Jairo,
67'), Chavarria (Juande, 85’). Unused
substitutes: Juan Soriano, Mejias, Joza-
bed, Benkhemassa, Quintana, Larrubia,
Juan Cruz, Haitam.

Real Oviedo: Femenias; Juanjo Nieto, Ar-
ribas, Bolaiio, Lucas; Sangalli, Jimmy,
Javi Mier, Nahuel (Riki, 89'); Rodrigo
(Borja Valle, 76'), Blanco Leschuk
(Obeng, 75'). Unused substitutes:
Brazao, Grippo, Aburjania, Carlos
Hernandez, Johannesson, Viti, Cedric,
Mossa, Joselu.

Goals: 1-0 Rahmani (13’); 1-1 Nahuel
(51').

Referee: Galvez Rascon. Red card for
two yellow cards for Escassi (84'). Yel-
lows for Rodrigo, Juanjo Nieto and
Jimmy.

Venue: La Rosaleda.

forts of the Malaga players rush-
ing back to their goalline.

Malaga pushed for a way back
into the game and were denied
what they thought was a clear pen-
alty by the referee who ignored
suggestions from the VAR that
there was a deliberate handball.

Things went from bad to worse
for Malaga when Escassi received
his second yellow for dangling a
leg in the path of Samuel Obeng
with seven minutes left on the
clock. However, they were spared
further humiliation by Barrio,
who produced a reflex save to
deny Obeng the winner at this
near post.

“At home we need better bal-
ance and to find greater rhythm
during games. We have to demand
more from ourselves,” said Pelli-
cer, following yet another game
without a win at La Rosaleda.

Malaga currently sit comforta-
bly in mid-table, albeit with the
third worst home record, having
won just twice in 10 games.

Copa del Rey clash against Granada
to be played behind closed doors

The Andalusian derby
will take place this
Sunday at La Rosaleda
and the club had
looked at allowing a
limited number of
fans to attend

ANTONIO GONGORA /
BORJA GUTIERREZ

MALAGA. The last-16 Copa del Rey
clash between Malaga and Gra-
nada, confirmed to take place at

La Rosaleda this Sunday (from
midday), will be played behind
closed doors after all.

Rise in Covid cases
Malaga had initially planned on
requesting that a limited num-
ber of fans be able to attend the
game, with authorisation needed
from both the Junta de Andalucia
regional government and La Liga.
However, given the rise in coro-
navirus cases locally, the club has
now decided against making the
request.

Games in Primera and Se-
gunda Division have been played

behind closed doors for the past
10 months, but at lower levels
and in cup competitions, fans
have been allowed to attend
games in accordance with the
restrictions in place in the local
areas.

Broadcast online

In any case, the game will be
broadcast on DAZN which costs
9.99 euros per month, with a free
month’s trial for new users.

The game will be a tough test
for Sergio Pellicer’s side. Gra-
nada are in the top flight and
this season have been compet-

Lombdn and Adridn fight for the ball during the last game to welcome
fans at La Rosaleda, against Real Zaragoza on 8 March. fito saLas

ing in the Europa league.
Last year the fellow Andalu-

sians reached the semi-finals of

the Copa and arrive at this stage

in the competition having beaten
Leonesa Cultural.

Malaga, meanwhile, needed
extra time to see off Real Oviedo.
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A valuable point to
start the new year for
Malaga Femenino

The hosts' strong
defensive organisation
and a goal from Maria
Ruiz were enough to
secure a point against
the title chasers

MALAGA
GRANADA

—d

MARINA RIVAS

CARTAMA. Malaga’s women’s
team got the year off to a good
start with a point in Saturday’s
Andalusian derby against Gra-
nada in Cartama.

The Blue and Whites, bottom
of their group in the second tier,
hosted their high-flying rivals
knowing that the final six
games of the regular season
would be crucial for their pros-
pects looking forward.

Nati Gutiérrez’s side started
well and took a surprise lead

in the 12th minute thanks to
Maria Ruiz, who caught the
Granada defence napping with
a quick shot.

However, their lead didn’t
last long. Granada reacted well
and proved dangerous on suc-
cessive counter-attacks and
this eventually yielded the
equaliser, albeit in an unex-
pected fashion. Former Malaga
player Postigo, spotted the
keeper off her line and with a
delicate chip, with hardly any
power, restored parity.

The visitors pushed for a
second before the break but it
didn’t arrive and it was a much
more even game in the second
half. Malaga showed good de-
fensive organisation, led by
captain Ruth who showed im-
proved form after her return
from injury.

Though Granada posed the
greater attacking threat, Malaga
held firm to secure a result which
will give them great confidence
in their fight to avoid the drop.

- :uuan.-__.i--'H-.-r

Maria Ruiz closes down her opponent. FRANCIS SILVA

Marbella’s game postponed
after three Linense players
test positive for Covid-19

The Costa side were due
to travel to the Campo
de Gibraltar to take on
their Segunda B rivals
on Sunday

B. GUTIERREZ

MARBELLA. Last Sunday’s match
between Marbella and Ba-
lompédica Linense in La Linea
de la Concepcion was called off

after four positive Covid-19
tests came back in the latest
round of testing.

Three players and one mem-
ber of the backroom staff at the
club located in the Campo de
Gibraltar tested positive last
Thursday and, as a result, the
entire squad went into 10-day
quarantine.

The match, from the ninth
round of the Segunda B league
season, will be rescheduled.
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A LOOK AT LA LIGA
ROB PALMER
Laliga Commentator, Sky Sports
[ ]
All a distant memory
With how things are developing, it seems football as 2\

we know it is still a long way from returning
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iving the matchday
briefcase its annual re-
plenish this week, I was

reminded just what a state of
limbo football and our lives
have been in for the past year.

Sitting in the briefcase, in
pristine condition, was the pro-
gramme from Atlético Madrid’s
visit to Anfield for the Champi-
ons League clash.

This was the final game be-
fore the seriousness of a global
situation really hit home. A day
later Mikel Arteta felt unwell,
the Arsenal medics tested their
manager for coronavirus, he
was positive, they immediately
closed their training centre and
the Premier League suspended
all football matches.

The reality hit home when a
Spanish football manager ply-
ing his trade in England was
struck by the virus. That was
Thursday 11 March; the Liver-
pool-Atlético game was the day
before.

Nowhere in the programme
was there a mention of the po-
tential of the incoming pan-
demic. Jirgen Klopp’s final
words in his matchday address
were “embrace the joy of the
moment and do your best”.

Little did we know that “em-
brace” would become a dirty
word. In the press box, we were
giving each other ample space,
jokingly avoiding the custom-
ary handshake and coughing
politely into our elbows. The
pandemic was something hap-
pening elsewhere. It was like a
hurricane hitting China, and we
were predicting a storm.

I'm privileged to have com-
mentated on several games
since football resumed. It’s an
understatement to say it is a
vastly different experience.
Many games are covered “off-
tube”, sitting in a booth in front
of a TV screen. This is the way
we covered La Liga for years.
The secret is out now!

When the situation requires
commentating from the actual
stadium, it is a clinical experi-
ence. Health questionnaires
need to be completed digitally
in the 24 hours before the
game, a medic is waiting upon
arrival at the ground, you
must follow a strict pathway to
your position and not move
from your seat once you have
found it.

My record so far is getting

tested six times between leav-
ing my car and starting the
broadcast. On a Zoom

There’s a big debate about
whether players should control
their celebra-

call this tions. At the
week with game I cov-
fellow com- ered last
mentators weekend,
we all there was an
agreed that 11-man pile-
we feel com- on as one
pletely safe team made it
in the ultra- 3-3in the dy-
professional ing seconds.
environ- At the time it
ment. seems a
Football natural re-
clubs are do- action; on
ing their best reflection, it
to ensure all should best
protocols are be avoided.
followed and A crowd
generally suc- \ of 50,000
ceeding. The ﬁ} LIVERPOOL FC l plus with
industry has ATLET!GIJ EM.ﬁ.IJRlD 3,000 trav-
continued de- bty oo ndeioste elling
spite the odd across
footballer The cover of the Liverpool-Atleti Europe to
thinking he’s matchday programme. sur mingle at a
above it all by football

match seems such a distant
memory and maybe a distant
dream of happening again.

attending a party or jetting off
for a break to Dubai or South
America.

\\/4

ELECTRONICS
EXPERIENCE

EF-TY & HTIesETE ET A

m-m:mm::&mnmm;
“TELEPHONE AND TV

DOMN'T PAY FULL SERVICE COSTS WHEN MOT HERE
ALL MATIOMALITIES

Dan ¢ get caught again

INTERMET & TV SERVICES DESIGNED FOR YOU

SWITCH TD OUR SERVICES MOW

Wie turn off or reduce payments for your services when you are not here
Mew installs within 24 hours or just Switch to this unique service

+ Thee best and quickest mst2® servioe
# Thes hest maltiingual cechicians
# Tha most professional after salo serdcn,
e Ciarnie pain thve “Experience” Tamily of thodsands of sarsmfied clients

50 YEARS SERVING THE EXC-PET COMBILINITY 0N THE CORST HAS BEEN A PLEASEHRE

JUST RING
952885379 - 952883168 - 617403103

Email: alanj@exgspain.com - www.internetandalucia.com



32 | SPORT

“The pressure is a privilege; | always
look at myself as a potential champion™

Garbiiie Muguruza Tennis player

The winner at Roland
Garros in 2016 and
Wimbledon in 2017 is
approaching this Olympic
year with eagerness after
a "strange” 2020

JOSE MANUEL ANDRES

MADRID. 2020 was a strange year
for everyone; even for a global
tennis star like Garbine Mugu-
ruza. Despite lacking a certain
level of consistency at times, at
27 years of age she can boast of
having reached number one in
the world and of having a record
she could be proud of even if she
retired today. That said, her best
tennis should still be ahead of
her and she is facing the next
phase of her career with a re-
newed spirit.

The pressure of having won
at Roland Garros and Wimble-
don weighs heavy, but almost a
decade at the highest level forges
a special character. “The pres-
sure is a privilege. It’s better to
go out and play already feeling
that you have to do well and that
it’s an important tournament.
That responsibility of having
trained hard to be ready... I al-
ways prefer to look at myself as
a possible champion in every

tournament I play,” she says with
determination when asked about
the weight of her own career.
After an atypical 2020, her
outlook is positive despite the
feeling that the break caused by
the pandemic hampered a pe-
riod of good personal progress
after teaming up with another
Spanish women’s tennis legend,
Conchita Martinez, who is now
Muguruza’s coach. At the start
of the year she reached the fi-
nal of the first Grand Slam of the
season, the Australian Open, be-
fore the Covid-19 made its ap-
pearance. It was her fourth ca-
reer major final but came up
short against Sofia Kenin.

Strange sensations
“It was a strange year, with a lot
of uncertainty. It started very
well and then there was a kind
of standstill, a kind of new life
for us. I'm always travelling a lot.
Now I'm looking for more tran-
quility, to entertain myself some-
how and to keep active by doing
other things. I always see the
positive side of everything that
is bad and I have taken advan-
tage of it to explore new things,”
she says, emphasising the value
of having such a break in a sport
as demanding as tennis.
However, when the sport fi-

Muguruza wants to go one better at the Australian Open. BorJA LORENZO

nally did resume, “it was really
difficult”, she says. Used to play-
ing on the most important stages
in the world such as the Philippe-
Chatrier, Centre Court at Wim-
bledon or Flushing Meadows, in
front of thousands of spectators,

playing in major tournaments
without spectators (or very few)
and on unusual dates had a big
effect on Muguruza.

“We’re used to playing with an
audience. It gives us a certain
spark. A nervousness. Coming into
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an empty stadium is a challenge
because you miss the energy of
the people who come to see you
and that is also part of the show.”

Objectives

2020 is now behind us, a year
that was supposed to be an
Olympic year. Barring any more
surprises, the Tokyo Games will
be held in the summer of 2021
and this is of course the biggest
objective for any sportsman or
woman. Muguruza is looking for-
ward to what will be her second
Olympic experience after the
round of sixteen in the Rio 2016
women’s singles tournament and
also the quarter finals in the
women’s doubles with her friend
Carla Suarez. However, the
Games won’t be her only focus.

“An Olympic year is always very
special but it’s difficult to set an
objective when there is so much
uncertainty. All T can do is go out
and play the big tournaments as
they come and lift the big trophies.
Lifting a trophy is the greatest feel-
ing there is and I always have it
as my goal,” she says, with the
emotion of someone who knows
what it’s like to lift the most im-
portant titles.

“We need to show strength
and courage because this is
something that affects all of us.
It’s a challenge but things will
change. It won’t last forever,” she
concludes, as a hopeful message
for the new year.

It’s a year that has started in
Abu Dhabi where she is pro-
gressing well in the Open. Once
her participation has concluded,
she will travel to Australia where
she will be hoping to go one bet-
ter over the course of the next
week in the Australian Open.

Competitive walking football returns
with play-off to decide league winner

SUR IN ENGLISH

CALAHONDA. After months of dis-
ruption due to restrictions to
curb the spread of coronavirus,
competitive walking football ac-
tion returned on Saturday with
a play-off at Finca Naundrup in
Calahonda to decide the Baha
Whiskey League champions.

It was decided that the five
teams who were in with a chance
of winning the league when it
was halted at the beginning of
December would fight for the tro-
phy in this way to avoid further
fixture congestion in the future.

Atlético Benahavis won the fi-
nal semi-final spot after beating
Malaga B 3-1 but were eliminated
at the next hurdle by Aston Vifiu-
ela, who ground out a hard-
fought 2-1 win.

The Malaga A team meanwhile
booked their spot in the final
with a resounding 7-0 win over
Sporting Benahavis.

The victorious Aston Vifiuela team pose with their trophy. sur

And so the old rivals met in
the final with Vifiuela coming
out on top, 2-1, to claim their
second trophy. Their previous,
the League Cup, was awarded
when Covid again disrupted
schedules.

This Sunday, meanwhile, sees

the Hidromaster Walking Foot-
ball League get under way, also at
Finca Naundrup, with eight teams
vying to become the first official
league champions in the south of
Spain. Kick-off is at 11.30am;
spectators are welcome with strict
Covid restrictions in place.

Jﬂmﬁﬂm
Ex-Unicaja
player at
Capitol riots

FACEBOOK

David Wood, who played for Malaga basket-
ball side Unicaja during the 1997-8 season,
has apologised after being spotted taking
part in last week's protests at the Capitol in
Washington DC. "I made a mistake," he said.
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@ Shop at any main high street store
or online and have items delivered
the following week in Spain
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Call us now for a FREE quote

UK Depot Malaga Depot
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'CLASSIFIED  *

Head Office:

Avda. Dr. Marafdn, 48, Malaga,
10amto 1 pm

and 5pmto7 pm

Tels.:

952 649 692
952 649 669

Fax:

952 611 256

Advertising administrator:
Teresa Canales

SUR offices:

Marbella: C/ San Juan Bosco, 2,
2nd floor. Monday to Friday 9
amto 2 pm. Tel. 659 344816

Fuengirola: C/ Jacinto
Benavente, 1, 2nd floor. Monday
to Thursday: 9,30 am to 14 pm.
Friday: 9,30 amto 13,30 pm.
Tel. 952 580 142- 605 022 121
Web:

www.surinenglishads.com

Mijas: Centro Comercial
Carrefour. Avda. Los Lirios s/n
Monday to Friday 9.30 am to
14.30 pm. Telephones

952 580726 - 670643 488

Coin: Monday to Friday 9.30
am to 14.30 pm.

Mobile 670 643 488

Estepona: Puerto deportivo de
Estepona. Edificio Torre de Con-
trol, local 44. Tel. 952 80 6408-
659 344 816. Monday to Friday
9amto 3 pm.

Representative offices:

U.K.: Global Media Sales Ltd
Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577
Fax: +44 (0)20 8464 5588
Web:
www.globalmediasales.co.uk

How much does

an advertisement cost?
58 cents per word

+21% IVA.

Minimum 10 words
Deadlines TUESDAY 12 noon

NOTICE TO READERS

SUR in English accepts NO
RESPONSIBILITY for the
content of advertisements, nor
for any claims made by
advertisers. Thorough checks
should be carried out before
completing any transaction.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS

SUR in English reserves the right
to make grammatical and spelling
corrections to advertisements as
and when deemed necessary, and
to classify correctly any adver-
tisement. Although every care is
taken to ensure the correct publi-
cation of advertisements, regret-
tably mistakes do sometimes
occur. If there is an error in your
advertisement, notify your
agency or agent at once as SUR in
English can only accept responsi-
bility for ONE insertion published
incorrectly. We would like to
advise advertisers that no free
insertions will be given when the

advertisement/material received
is not suitable for print media.

INTERNET/Email address:
Please be advised that it
may not be possible for
your internet or email
address to be printed on
one line. If it will not fit,
advertisers and readers
alike should bear in mind
that a hyphen will be
inserted at the end of the
first line to indicate that
the email address con-
tinues on the line below

PROPERTY FOR
SALE

Estepona

UNIQUE opportunity, prime loca-
tion, front line, sea view. Urb. Ber-
meja Beach, 4 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms unusual, large terrace. Pri-
vate sale. 634300283

Marbella

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311

| et = Martella citw centme

Parking Spaces
now on salel.

o —

e

wwiv.parkingmarbelio. com

Information: (kR
051 DR7 710 =

"Selling

Inland

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are
always looking for inland and Mijas
properties to sell to our interested
buyers. Tel 952491609/667067269

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gaininland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building plots.
Tel 952491609/667067269

RANCH Equestrian Estate for sale
in Almendrales: 6 bed/5 bath, 9.2ha,

swimming pool. 2,750,000€.
+34633338955
Property Wanted

REALTY Plus Marbella: real estate
buying, selling and renting services.
Costa del Sol area. Tlf: 952 78 58
06 sales.marbella@realty-plus.es

WE HAVE many clients actively look-
ing for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Cala-
honda. Call Joe 626864683

a Property?

Advertise it here with over 260,000
weekly readers and potential buyers

WAl AGA, HEAL (FHLE Sl 54 G
SYARBEL Lt 530 34 K16
FUERGIROLA 952 BiBD 147 | 585 I2 1A
STTGARN DETERALTAR 633 793 30
ESTERDAA B30 380 116 1952 B06 404

PROPERTY TOLET

Benalmadena

TORREQUEBRADA: 3 Bed town-
house, furnished, fantastic sea views.
Parking. 900 Euros per month.
Whatsapp 00447955405153

BENALMADENA: 2 bed apartment,
furnished. Parking. 550 Euros per
month. Whatsapp 00447955405153

BENALMADENA Costa: 3 bed apart-
ment, fantastic terrace of 100mts,
all day sunny, front sea views. Be-
side beach. All amenities around,
excellent location. Winter season.
654508601

Mijas

LA CALA Mijas. Studio, pool, sea
views, 400 Euros. To see photos:
www.bit.ly/lacala +34627642642

SWIMMING POOLS
AND GARDEN

Swimming Pools1

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs.
Malaga/Marbella.
678791495/952756168 sparklen-
ripple@hotmail.com www.spar-
klenripple.net

Estepona

1 BEDapartmant, Benavista, near
all amenities, recently upgranded.
Long term, 550 euros PCM, includ-
ing water. 699804352

Fuengirola

FUENGIROLA Center: 1 bedroom
apartment, beautifully furnished.
Only for very responsible people,
retired, pensioner. Long term. 550
Euros per month (minimum 1 year).
608337300/667655648

FUENGIROLA Studio Apt. in PYR
hotel. Sleeps 4, sea & harbour views.
550 € allinclusive. 621215730

Inland

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long
term rentals Coin and surrounding
areas. Phil 659537525

Marbella

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952822311

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat
Pumps. World leaders
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair
(www.acair.com). Established
1986.952486287

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according
your needs. Also, we can turn your
antic pool into a new pool design.
www.dreamgarden.es
+34610502623

PROTEC Group: We create and de-
sign different kinds of swimming
pools. Ask us for our portfolio or
visit us at www.grupo-protec.com.
Phone 952 587 573

Garden

ARBOLISTA Tree surgery. NO1 for
trees/palms. On the Costa since
1998. +34711010971/
+34600260534  www.spain-
tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623
www.dreamgarden.es

GARDENS maintenance. Handyman
for odd jobs. Painting works. Solar
panels. Affordable prices. WhatsApp
635856000

THE ARBORIST: Specialist tall tree
jos.Cheapest price. Also painting
house/ apartments/ villas. Whatsapp
637203528 Check Facebook/ In-
stagram: Specialtall tree jobs

SERVICES

Builders

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing
& coving specialist, 20.years on the
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering.
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists.
Established 2005.
634315264//652640871

BUILDER/ Handyman/ Housekeeper
seeks work. Malaga/Marbella. Own
tools, van. My work on Facebook:
Pavlo Handyman. 622336727

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms,
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543

&

Need to Reni?
Costae us! Wa will distribeta
on average 53,000 copies with
YOUR properly in i1l
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CONSTRUCTIONin general, all types
of reforms. Quality building at the
right price. Stuart 648153718

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES.
costadiggers@hotmail.com
www.costadiggers.com
678450051

PROTEC Group: Construction com-
pany dedicated to the construction
and comprehensive refurbishment
of villas and all types of houses in
the Marbella area and the entire
Costa del Sol. www.grupo-pro-
tec.comor 952 587 573

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician,
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930

Plumbers

CITY & Guilds. Qualified plumber.
Allareas covered. Adrian 67763272

Electricians

DC ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Evailable 24/7 - 165 days & year
effickent rervicr

Quality mefchamdise, bapeu priing

Badeed by 1% peass enperience
w dameestic, commerdal and indwitrial

Pratessianal and friesdly advica
Tel: 952 5467 514 ' +34 60 64 GR1T

Decorators

THE BEST painter/decorator on
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933
www.noldecor.com

P&S INTERIOR / Design + Home
Staging . TIf: 95 278 86 05 /
sales@psinterior.es / www.psinte-
rior.es

TELEPHONE SERVICE SUR.

952 58 01 42 - 952 58 38 50

NOW EVEN EASIER!!!
Send your advert by

605 022 121 K™

(©

Fay by credil! debit card, depasit or bank irensier W =
Monday to Thursday 9.30 - 14.00h. - Friday: 9.30 - 13.30h
Send adverts by email: adsisurinenglishads.com

All advertising information for the SUR in English: sizes, prices, supplements, examples are available: www.surinenglishads.com
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RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential,
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture.
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp:
Daniel 628066308 www.rainbow-
pinturas.com

Gates

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin
951242873/636394641 expert-
gates.com

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors.
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates.
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es

952786178/605356469

Pest Control

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas,
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars,
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS
Pest Control. Phone Nigel
606008940. Credit cards accepted

Repairs

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps,
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497

Awnings-Blinds

PROTEC Group offers awnings and
blinds for both interior and exterior
use. Quality products selected to fit
your particular needs. www.grupo-
protec.com or 952 587 573

Upholstery

UPHOLSTERY including leather
cleaned as well as all carpets.
685524921

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery
cleaning, 27years experience, wet
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or
email acservs@outlook.com

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs.
Family run. Carpets, sofas and
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast
service. 7 days. All areas.
952930861/607610578
www.cleansol.business

Floors

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE.
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL
645840199

POLISH your marble or clean ter-
race professionally for 3€/m2.30
years experience guaranteed work.
671244683

SPONSORSHIP

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All
areas. 952930861/ 607610578
www.cleansol.business

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished.
Fast service. 7 days. All areas.
952930861/607610578
www.cleansol.business

Windows and Glass
Curtains

REPLACEMENT of discoloured,
plastic jointing, strips between
the glass curtains. Also repairs.
655825931

UPVC and Aluminium windows
and doors direct from our factory.
We measure! We make! We fit! ge-
nevawindows@gmail.com
952587482/ 678768454

UIPYC & ALLIMINILIM
WINDOWS & DDORS

B W 00 S

Mrect frem our facto
952 587 482
G678 768 454

generramd e gmail.oom

Tel.

PROTECGroup: Manufacturing, dis-
tribution and installation of UPVC
and aluminium windows and doors
as wellas UPVC and aluminium en-
closures. Our services include the
supply and installation of UPVC win-
dows from Salamander and Kém-
merling but also aluminium frames
from Reynolds and Technal.
www.grupo-protec.comor 952 587
573

Locksmiths

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio
doors, windows secured. Paul
657466803

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security
Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-
curity surveys. English speaking.
636770865/952660233 www.se-
curityofspain.com

Air Conditioning /
Heating

AIR CONDITIONINGinstallation.
Service & repair to any make or
model, also repair fridge/freezers,
bottle coolers, car A/C& A/Con
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration:
952596404/679284959

AIR CONDITIONING installations,
repairs and servicing. Airflow
952443222 airflowspain@live.com

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully
inclusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287

ROY TREVOR

THE PROFESSIONAL MOVERS
 Available storage in the UK - Spain - Portugal

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability,
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/679284959

=

AIR-
Cool — CONDITIONING

We Sarvice & Fegair ony Moke
ol Air-conditianing,

The Fomiky Company That Cores.
Din the Coost dece 1993,
Moiniesanee
anirais
ovuiloble.

Tel. 952 935 513
coalamdoosyE hotmail com
www. ooaland cosy.es

Cleaning Services

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery
including leather cleaned on site.
685524921

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery
cleaning, 27years experience, wet
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or
email acservs@outlook.com

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional. Reliable. Affordable.
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable,
economical, all types of fireplaces.
Chris 608337497

General Services

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella. 952811311

Mosquito Screens

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colours. Nick
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws

Others

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds,
upholstery, made to measure, wide
range fabrics/foam. 672800887 ju-
deinspain@hotmail.com

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Lawyers

ARE YOU living in Spain? Do you
have residences? Now is the time
to become legal. Native English
speaking female lawyer.
666011653

WEEKLY GROUPAGE SERVICE
BETWEEN UK - SPAIN - PORTUGAL

« Professional experienced courteous crews, all English speaking

Translators

TRANSLATIONS All languages.
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com

Mortgages

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147 al-
anll@yahoo.co.uk

Loans

LOAN from 5,000 only 5% interest
without income verification.
911230817.sendcreditinfo@con-
sultant.com

Business
Opportunities

FUENGIROLA: Local 72m2 for rent,
previous business was a Clilnic. 650
Euros monoth. 626248132

MIJAS Costa Urb. Dofia Lola: Local
60m2 with 2 terraces. 950 Euros
month. 626248132

Others

ADVICE on specialized immigration
paperwork ((Brexit, golden visas,
renewals, nationalities, etc) Com-
plete services for real estate.
Info@adviaconsulting.es. www.ad-

@ www.TrustaTra de'es 602 413 892

REMOVALS AND
STORAGE

MAN & VAN. Anything considered.
No job too small. FROM 15Euros
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited).
605215917

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr. Always
on time. 651081610

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full
loads. Pet transport.
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk
637980655

VAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20 Euros hour
+ fuel. Steve 602637242

MOVING locally? Call
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company

BRITISH Removal Company SL.
Regular services Spain, UK includ-
ing Scotland and Ireland.
952426463 www.brcspain.com

WORLDWIDE Shipping, door2door
service. British Removal Company
SL. www.brcspain.com
952426463

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport.
952816582/603860702
move@freinternational.com

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-

viaconsulting.es. 640331363 age Marbella 952811311
STORAGE: Lowest price guaran- | www.moveit-storeit.com Phone
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor- | David 696810618
age Marbella 952811311
BUY /SELL
’-— MISCELLANEOUS

Xy
JOBS TO OFFER?

We hawe polendizl carntidabes,
Do yous hawe any vacancles?

S T R BT
SLTARRALTAY B I S

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071

January 15th to 21st 2021
SUR IN ENGLISH

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. House/
garage/ bar clearances. Steve
602637242

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071

LOOKING FOR CHINA & GLASS-
WARE. ALSO COLLECTABLES &
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.
661402134

WANTED household/ garden fur-
niture. 20 years on the Coast.
660366033

MOTORS
Buy /Sell Cars

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & Finance problems. Call
now. Cash waiting.
687049592/622229673

WANTED wanted, wanted!! All cars,
all years, all models...from exotic
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch
plated. Call951977329/606647597

(BILL (RRADY CARS

CHECKR GUT OUR WEBFAGE
hillbradyears.com

Contact on:
info¥hillbradyesrs.com

HGZ A58 B42 7 G03 B50 231

WANTED: Best prices paid for
proper cars, same day collection.
678808837

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK
or Spanish...685524921

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any
age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796

~)

MALAGA REMOVALS

Weekly removal service to & from
UK, Costa Del Sol & Portugal

sales@malagaremovals.com | UK: +44 (0)1621 850070
Mdlaga: + 34 851 121 857 | Algarve: +351 289443202

Depots & Storage in UK, Malaga and Algarve

Right € Way

INSURANCE

Multi - Policy Discounts | Frese Hire Car up to 45 days |
fedical Insurance for Residencis | Policies in English |
8% Descount on Medical Insurance.

00000 -

suredBrightwayinsure. com
WA T

Tel. 952 934 963

INSUrne._com

SUR in English
Advertisers

Please
remember that
we do need your
residence, NIE

or passpori
number when
placing your
advertisement.

Thank you.

DVEATEAS
REMOVER

- From single baggage items, motorbikes, cars to full house moves we can move anything

Tel. +44 1925 630441 - 951 311 118 - info@movingmatters.net - www.roy-trevor.com
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PHONE me first or last!! | pay
more!! Cars, caravans or commer-
cial. 660366033

NISSAN Pathfinder T-Spec 2.5tdi,
7 seats, leather, in built Sat Nav, re-
verse camera, towbar. Ideal to take
back to UK or put on Spanish plates.
6 months MOT. 3,995€. 687049592

Repairs

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped.
Mijas Costa. No job too small.
952667074

Paperwork

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free.
Don'tdriveillegally. Ask specialists
before buying or registering & save
tax. www.meexpress.net
952490028

O

O

CARAVANS

Storage

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats,
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure.
Excellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 67978669/
606101807

NAUTICAL

PUERTO Banus 8M mooring for
rental. Tel 630614252

Want to sell your car?
Advertise it here!!
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RECRUITMENT

Situations Vacant

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring
Now! Tel:952028080. Email: info@lo-
calsoft.com Web: www.localsoft.com

CAR CLEANER wanted in estepona,
no experience needed, full time
job,hours and days are negotiable,
Info mail: export@euro-automo-
tive.be

LISTERS qualifiers-closers for friendly
office in Fuengirola. Not timeshare.
Full contract, salary , good comm's.
Call for immediate
602410668

interview

Experienced
Key Stage 2
teacher

required
in Estepona Marbella area

LW s oz

daniela@marbelaschool.com

Situations Wanted

EXPERIENCED Filipino couple look-
ing to work for matrimony, live
in/out. Complete papers, hard work-
ing, honest with very good refer-
ences. Speak English. Contact Su-
san 620664914/ 634155085

HARDWORKING friendly Lady in
need of a job as career, good com-
pany, housekeeping, maintenance.
Speak English/Spanish. Can drive.
Will work in exchange for accom-
modation. 632233205

HEALTH &BEAUTY

Massage

KOREAN relieving massages that re-
lease tensionand other stresses. Quali-
fied masseuse working independently
in Nueva Andalucia 656350401

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmadena. Torrequebrada.
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289

MASSAGE specialist Benalmadena.
Full package ensures absolute satis-
faction. Reduced rates: over 65. Please
wear your mask. 621395221

MATURE male masseur for men. Ve-
lez-Malaga. Tel. 00447566231704
Whatsapp

MALE masseur, specialising in men.
Competa area. Whatsapp
0032478253141

FUENGIROLA: Balines, antistress,
soothing full body masage by silk
hands!! 600231544

BENALMADENA: Opposite Palma
Park: Stressed, tension, nerves, mus-
cles?? American lady offers a good
body massage for Pensioners 50%
discount in heated room ona profes-
sional massage table. 691533101

THERAPEUTIC Male Masseur. Asian
style male massage for men. Whatsapp
632629075

JAPANESE mature masseuse: Groin
shaving & massage. Benalmadena
Costa. 610396186

Therapists

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-
selling & Psychosexual thera-py
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Others

Phones-Mobile

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack.
From 22 Euros per pack 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack.
From 22Euros per pack of 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com

MALE/ Female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, mixed trial packs. via-
gradyoul9@gmail.com. 672883025

TV/SATELLITE

Satellite Installation

BBC SYSTEM 150 euros uk chann-
les iptv 25 Eurosinclude Europeens
channels. Smart TV 55, 4 K 395
Euros, 58, 440 Euros Jose Sotto
Since 1973 mobile 670443838
Telephone 952 443 838, email: jose-
sottoamselem?77@gmail.com

COMPUTERS /
INTERNET / PHONES

Repairs

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC's supplied, repaired/up-
graded. Data Recovery. 18yrs
helping people. info@soltecs-
pain.com Neil: 662379899

COSRT & BACP Accredited. Indi-
viduals&Couples +447813944146

www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard

PROFESSIONAL massage, Holistic,
Sport, Reflexology, Osteopathy, In-
dianhead... Naturaclass 951311216
Fuengirola

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/
repairs. Experienced, reliable
service. Collection and Return
available. Paul 630652338

REPAIR your phone. Manzana Rota
Fuengirola (Miramar shopping cen-
tre). We repair all mobile devices in
just 1 hour. WhatsApp 623222595

PETS
Buy / Sell

Toy poodle female puppy

Beeautifal home reared

1oy poodie female puppsy,
completedy non molting.
s wooly coat mther thas hair.
£1,400

Please phone: 541 508546

Kennels / Cattery

PETCARE Pet Hotel: Alhaurin El
Grande. Holiday accommodation
for dogs & cats. Individually
heated/aircon kennels. Call
685400216 www.petca-
respain.com Follow us on Face-
book at Petcare Spain

CAT &DOG World Kennels and Cat-
tery. 952112978/630197435
www.catanddogworld.com

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections
welcome. www.eurodog.es
952464947/679786669

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
X
EMERGENCIES FUENGIROLA Taxi Service 952520537
Tourist Information 952521531
Emergency operator 112 | Bus Station 952475066 | Town Hall 952548400 To notify symptoms of coronavirus
National Police 091 | TaxiService 952471000 | Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401 ) ) )
Local (municipal) Police 092 | Tourist Office 952467625 | L obork ol INOS With symptoms and/or contact with persons with
Medical 061 | Town Hall 952589300 coronavirus or who come from an area of risk
Fire 080 | Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 | Bus Station 902143144
Guardia Civil 062 | MALAGA Taxi Service 952380600 APP Salud
Sea Rescue 900202202 Tourist Office 952371909 Responde: take the
Crime report 902102112 | Bus Station 952350061 | Town Hall 952379400 Coronavirus symp-
Railway Station 902240202 | Foreign Residents Dept. 952374231 toms test
L Taxi Service 952345693 =
ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP Tourist Office 951926020 | BENALMADENA If the virtual test is positive, the health services
Samaritans in Spain 900525100 | MARBELLA _Iij_’:;i SS?r%ﬁ:r; 9552;‘?‘82522 will contact you by telephone
Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 | g gyation 955038665 | Tourist Office 952442494 ; ;
Age Care 952933409 | L' ¢ There is also a number to notify symptoms, but to
axi Service 952774488 | Town Hall 952374231 d he | he APP f
Age Concern (Estepona) 608458555 | 10 rist Office 952768760 | Forei : avoid jamming the line try the irst
gn Residents Dept. 952442494
Town Hall 952761100 | - ) 900 400 061
ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE | £ 0iqn Residents Dept. 952768760 | YE-EZ-MALAGA
Bus Station 952503162 . a .
Salud Responde 95554}5060 MIJAS Taxi 952540016 CoronaVIrus |nf0rmat|on
(Doctors’ appointments and advice) | 1oy Hal 952485900 | Town Hall 952559100 955 545 060
ESTEPONA Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 | Tourist Office 952541104
Taxi 952478288
Bus Station 955038665 | Tourism Office 952589034 | CIBRALTAR Other emergencies For general health
Taxi Service 952802900 | Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 | General emergency 199/112(mobiles) emergencies. Avoid
Tourist Office 952802002 ST Fire/ambulance (emergency) 190 061 / 112 using this if not urgent
Town Hall 952801100 Tourist Office (00350) 20074950
Foreign Residents Dept. 952809031 | Bus Station 902422242 | Taxi (00350) 20070027
CONSULATES
Great Britain C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Mdlaga 952352300 France Calle Salvago, 2, Malaga 954293200
USA Av. Juan Gémez 8. Ed. Lucia 1-C. Fuengirola 952474891 Italy Alameda Principal, 35, Malaga 902502512
Belgium Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella 951516019 Austria Alameda de Coldn 26, Malaga 646060972
Denmark Calle Cérdoba 6 404, Malaga 952211797 Finland Calle Cérdoba, 6, Malaga 952212435
Norway Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola 952667955 Saudi Arabia Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 20, Malaga 952310358
Canada C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga 952223346 Greece Dr Manuel Perez Bryan, Malaga 95225689
Germany Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga 952363591 Iceland Calle Marin Garcia, Malaga 952661200
Sweden Calle Cérdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga 952604383 Philippines C/Marqués de Larios 4, 20, Malaga 952771850
Ireland Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola 952475108 Hungary Av. de Velasquez, (Crce aeropuerto) Malaga 952236966
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THE STARS

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

Aquarius

January 21st - February 19th

Uranus turns direct, empowering you to
move forward on a steadier note. There
could be some misunderstandings and
delays, which is why being too eager
may not help your cause.

63

Pisces
February 20th - March 20th

You'll also have a major opportunity to

&9

tie up any loose ends and let go of
emotional baggage, all of which can be
freeing.

Aries

March 21st - April 20th

This week’s New Moon is a particularly
powerful one that can find you in a no-
nonsense mood and eager to grasp
whatever is available.

» Taurus
April 21st - May 21st
This week you'll find it easier to

navigate through any personal
challenges. But there are times when
the price of taking on something new
can threaten the status quo.

il

Gemini

May 22nd - June 21st

Much as you want fresh options, fear
can hold you back. Consider the
middle path by aiming high and
taking things in baby steps.

take charge of a situation and so get

QuIZ

Which metal was
discovered in 1825 by Hans
Christian Qrsted?

1. Aluminium 2. Stainless steel
3. Boron 4. Titanium

Who invented the tin can
for preserving food?

1. Charles Wood 2. H. Davy 3.
Peter Durand 4. J. Priestley

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD N¢ 11444

@

&

Across
4 Banshes is ong whose
powers are fadeng (3-4)
8 Curment producer finds
Monday a disastar {G)
9 Worry of a business {7)
10 Eritish leader in test of
class [&)
11 The number of
prsarre| eearbualhy (5)
12 Mot &t home and
bewildered away from
land {3,2.3)
18 Beprimanded whan
stapped (6,7
20 Invent cosmetics (4-2)
21 Rush wildlhy into long-
tarm ooccupation [8)
22 Have it im rmind to name
the country (7]
23 Against some over-
suspiciows officials (5
24 Decorabed radd end [7)

Down

1 Issase numbses one sed
up after tide tumead (1)
2 Worry article on team
isn't carmect yet [7)

3 Callision & deed of Bile

el {6}

bost importanthy, being

top dog (5,3)

Oine wivd Supports

retreating ? (B

Pupi loses a pound to

one who gets paid (6]

13 & gem fram his paper (3)

14 Opposing hall-reasd
peoEtrY (7)

15 Keap down work on
newEpapars (7

18 Strong dislike of having
to untangle thread (6)

17 Cured gamblar? {G)

19 Doasn’t towch the
taliage (6)

=l @

what you want. This is a week when a
fresh start is on the cards.

Leo

July 24th - August 23rd

An urge to do whatever is needed to
change your lifestyle could see you
pushing ahead, despite your schedule
or other obstacles. But what do you
really want?

o Virgo
August 24th - September 23rd
This can be a belief-busting time, when

you may realise the limits of your
mindset. With a change of attitude you
could move to a new level, making your
life zestier.

Cancer
ﬁ June 22nd - July 23rd
Eager to avoid objections? It's time to

Libra

September 24th - October 23rd

This week you might have creative ideas
about channelling skills or you can be
influenced by an encounter, both of
which will have a more profound effect
on you than you realise.

Scorpio
October 24th - November 22nd
As Uranus turns direct you'llbe in a

good position to get things done. There
may be some frustration especially if
you can't decide on a way forward.

Sagittarius

November 23rd - December 21st

If you feel restrained by your current
work situation then you may be
tempted to impulsively jump into a new
one. Be strategic about this though, as
you might put finances on a knife edge.

Capricorn
&0 December 22nd - January 20th

ﬂf £ This week is perfect for a fresh start,
and one that packs a punch. Guard your
finances, as with so many lively
opportunities showing up you could
jump in too fast.

SUDOKU BY HANZO THE WORDPUZZLER

_[8TaT |7 9 M[ 1 [A[C[H[R]A1[M]A] Srresiems
it every o 4|6 3 LIG|GIHIA|LIR|M AN e
includes all digits 7 6 A R M A H N C A N | from the clues listed
iy [ 5 8 MIA[1|N|I[C[HA[1]N| "™
moerss 16 1] 2 9] 43 N/ I1|N|G|A[R|AN|CIH]| Freee
3 |1 5| 7 ANICIRIMIA[TH| 1[M] 5 seveieryiom
9 51 (3 72 N[G[1[1[AM[G]1]C[1]|:%,
412 G[R|G|N|G/A|N[ATA[N| ¢ oo
sl7 97 RIIIN[CIAR[IINIGI|. e
AIN[C|/H[A[RIM[A ]G] ? 5=
BATTLESHIPS CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions Find a
where the fleet of ships 1 2 3 4 5 & 7 8 8 1D
(1 battleship, 2 I

cruisers, 3 destroyers, A 1
4 submarines) are B 3
hidden in the grid. The | |

numbers to the right of | ! 2
and below the grid — - —

—

indicate how many of
the squares in that row
are filled in with ships
or parts of ships. The
ships do not touch each
other, even diagonally. |
Some have been filled LI i o S — | I .
in to start you off.

- Battleship | |
- Emp s .
@B E o

2 3

@O ©®@® Submarines 1 3

m O

. v

Ly m

=

o B L

1T 1 4 1 2 2

Instructions

Replace the

question mark with
| aletter so that the
letters in each circle
can be arranged to
form words, names
ortermsona

. common theme.
What are the three
 words, and the
letter represented
" by the question

mark?
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down
1) Foreigners (11) 1} Eledtions (10} I 2 3 r 5
6) President {m) (10) 2} Toursm (7)
1) Iwander (4) 3 Tothe (3
13) Beginning (9] 4} Exposad (m){8)
16 Bamboo (3] 5 Hated (m) (&) 1 12 [E 14
17} Understanding (13) 7 Represontatve (13)
18) Ceold if) 4) g} lowe (d)
19) My (2) 31 Toname {7) 7
200 Gold (3) 10} Education (3)
21 You i2) 12} Minister (8) i
227 She knows (4) 14} Campaign {7)
23 lwamead (7) 158)  Crster (5) 20 21 2
26) RAhythm (5) 24} Right (7)
28) Mor (2} 23) MEP {m){12) L o
20y Catchphrase (4) 27} Demooalic m) (1) .
30)  They augh (4} 32 Togo @) =
31) Simpleton (7] 33} Foresunner (3 T S X
34) From Galica (m) (7 35) Founder (m) (8) R )
a7 Doubt (4) 36) Footbal 8) n ™
40y Advertiser (10} 3 Avenues (8)
413 Willow [3) 3 Seals(7) EL] i
42y M scrape [7) 43} Bad (3)
43)  Mediator (8) 44} Pavement (5) a1
45) Yesterday (4) 47} Nothing {4)
460 | built (8) 4
485 Health (3) 4%
49)  Unpunished (6) '
500 Secretary (m) {10} T ™
51) Ambassadors (1)
il &1
ANSWERS Language Crossword Cryptic Circlegram
i R L R | PRy
Quiz answﬁfgﬁmag Bun| Aq 0T8T Crossword G BRRKIL) G BERNETY | BACKR £ UBES ) LEORE B e ) sleyded aels
‘Gz Isnbny uo pajuelb sem juajed i ey [ ol i ey 7 AR | DY) PeLIODY BE e 7 SN e ‘puowiydry ‘nnjouoy
FLIVH L (UG EE R LE =S OF KN i g T E G B uBeEs ‘Xiuaoyd °H s!yew uoiisenb

9Y1 "sued u1} buisn pooy buialesald
104 3ua3ed 1S114 9y BulAIRIRL

Y3IM PIUpaId SI oym jueydssw
ysijbu3 ue sem pueing :3s9493ul O
pueinq 1313 :1amsuy

WHATE TN SO0V R SN
AP TVHSE SO HOS O S
HITE OO SO O N TS
VL HBHCIE WAL YRR T
CVHLSIMINTL RO ORI S O
CHERTE AUNYISASTH T OIS

LI TR D) MRCUDY § “TAURUA 8 [LRDG-SEH b S50y ISI0anios

9yl Aq pajuasaldal 4a139] By L

Wordpuzzler solution

Sudoku solution

Battleships
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WHERE IS THIS? THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER
Last week: H
Benahavis Go online and keep up to date

Plaza with a view

This picturesque junction is on the A-
397 just outside Benahavis.

As Andalucia heads most proba-
bly towards harsher Covid-19 re-
strictions and case numbers rise,
at SUR in English we realise that
it’s more important than ever for
our readers to be informed of the
latest developments.

Of course, whatever the restric-
tions, our print edition will be on
the streets every Friday as usual,
as it was during the strict lock-

though, we are reporting on the
latest developments on the web-
site www.surinenglish.com.

One format does not replace
the other; the immediate updates
on the website and the round-up
of the week’s news, lifestyle fea-
tures and entertainment in the
weekly print edition, comple-
ment each other perfectly.

And rest assured that both for-

down last mats come with
spring. ' K.I”Q the reliability af-

Throughout n 5 oes forded by the
the week @mm'lﬂ\ | g SUR newsroom.
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mastiff puppy that was
A found dumped and dy-

ing in a rubbish con-
tainer in Malaga has been found
a new home with a family from
Ireland after they read of his
plight on the SUR in English
website.

Yvonne Edmonds and Kieran
Byrne are currently spending
time in Conil de la Frontera
(Cadiz), where they first read the
sad story about Ulysses, but plan
to return to their hometown of
Limerick in the mountains of
southern Ireland in May.

This week the pair travelled
to the Protectora de Mdalaga ani-
mal rescue shelter to collect the
mastiff who was just seven or
eight months old when he was
found. Since his rescue he has
being living with one the shel-
ter’s volunteers Inma Laure in
Mijas.

The association said that Ulys-
ses has leishmania and requires
chronic treatment and they
didn’t think it would be easy to
find him a home because he will
need regular veterinary care.

Animal lovers
Throughout their lives Yvonne
and Kieran have had three dogs
and Yvonne is a volunteer at a
cat shelter in the El Colorado
district of Conil. “My husband
and I love animals,” she says.

The couple explained that
they lost their previous rescue
dog and didn’t know if they were
ready to take in another. But af-
ter pondering it they came to the
conclusion the time was right
but “we needed a sign, we
wanted to know which dog
would be the right one”.

Then just two days later Ki-
eran opened the SUR in English
website on his mobile, and came

Yvonne and Kieron with
Ulysses at the Malaga shelter. sur

A new Irish
home for Ul

Adoption. Yvonne Edmonds
and Kieran Byrne, who are
currently livingin Conildela
Frontera, learned about the
story after reading an articlein
SURin English

A Growing.
Thanks to care
given since he was
rescued, Ulysses
has become a fine
mastiff. sur

IGNACIO LILLO

£
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across an article in which the
Protectora de Malaga was look-
ing for a new home for Ulysses.

Two elements to the story at-
tracted them to the young mas-
tiff - the fact he had been found
dumped in the rubbish like one
of their previous rescue dogs
and also that he shared the same
name as a masterpiece by of one
of the leading Irish writers,
James Joyce.

“Those coincidences made us
see that Uli was the right one.
This was the sign.”

Thanks to SUR in English
They wrote to the animal wel-
fare group to enquire about the
case. “We sent a lot of photos of
our previous dogs so they could
see that we love them.”

After a month of interviews
and waiting for paperwork and
documentation the couple fi-
nally collected the mastiff from
Malaga.

“We adore Uli, he is so cute...

we know he has some sociali-
sation problems but he is so
noble and loving, he is an
 incredible dog.”
£ The couple plan to stay at
their current residence in

Conil until May and then re-

turn to their hometown of

Limerick. The return trip will

be made by car which they
will have to adapt to make it
more comfortable for the mas-
tiff. They will cross by ferry from
Bilbao, which has specific cabins
for travelling with pets.

“It is the best way because
Ulysses can be with us in the
cabin and not be anxious.”

Yvonne concludes with a spe-
cial message for SUR in English:
“Thank you very much for pub-
lishing the article that allowed
us to meet Uli.”

De Cottal . aw

www.decottalaw.com

v" Property-Buying, Selling and Renting
v" Holiday & Tourist Rental Licences

v Litigation - Boundary Disputes

v" Insurance Claims

v Mortgage Floor Clause Claims




