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Two local artists, 
Carmen Carnero and 
Natacha Bustos, join the 
elite Stormbreakers  P16
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Several municipalities on the Costa 
del Sol, including Malaga city, Mar-
bella, Estepona and Vélez-Málaga, 
are hoping to reopen their non-es-
sential businesses this Saturday 

following a fall in their Covid-19 
infection rates. The Junta de An-
dalucía said this week that from 
now on measures would be re-
viewed after seven days, not 14. 

This puts 17 towns in Malaga prov-
ince in a position to pull up their 
shutters, providing today’s figures, 
to be studied by experts at a de-
layed meeting, remain lower. P3

Businesses prepare to reopen in Costa 
towns as Covid-19 infection rates fall
The Junta de Andalucía is due to meet 
today, Friday, to confirm where non-
essential services can resume

Regional president Juanma  
Moreno (centre) visited the 

new facility in Estepona 
on Monday.  SALVADOR SALAS

Estepona hospital opens with a pledge for Marbella  
During a visit to open the new, local Estepona hospital, Junta president Juanma Moreno 
announced that the extension of the main Costa del Sol hospital would be rushed through 
as a matter of urgency. Currently, because of the pressure on the Marbella hospital, the 
new Estepona facility can only take in Covid patients referred from there.   P2

The property market 
on the Costa del  
Sol continues to 
thrive  SUPPLEMENT INSIDE

Tech giant Google to 
set up a new 
cybersecurity centre 
of excellence close 
to the city’s port

Malaga’s old military headquar-
ters building will be converted 
into a new cybersecurity hub 
for Google, with 40 engineers. 
The “great talent” available in 
the region was quoted among 
the tech giant’s reasons for 
choosing the city.  P7
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MARBELLA 

Regional president 
Juanma Moreno 
announced on Monday 
that the scheme would 
also include the 
refurbishment of the rest 
of the hospital 

JOSÉ MARÍA MARTÍN
 

MARBELLA. The Junta de Anda-
lucía is to fast-track the contract 
for the long-awaited work to com-
plete the extension of the Costa 
del Sol hospital in Marbella. 

In Estepona on Monday for the 
inauguration of the town’s new 
specialist hospital, regional presi-
dent Juanma Moreno said that the 
tender for the works would be 
processed as a matter of “urgency”. 

“I’ve given instructions to break 
the deadlock affecting the exten-
sion of the Costa del Sol hospital 
for once and for all,” Moreno said. 

The budget to complete the 
works, which have been at a stand-
still for the last ten years, will be 75 
million euros. The sum will also 
go towards the total refurbish-
ment of the existing part of the 
hospital which is operating at full 
capacity with a catchment area 
of almost half a million people. 

Increasing the number of beds 
This will include the redistribu-
tion of the outpatients clinics and 
the refurbishment of the surgery 
blocks, as well as extending the 
range of services provided and 
increasing the number of beds 
and consulting rooms. 

“We are going to take a hospi-
tal on the verge of collapse and 
turn it into a centre for the 21st 
century,” said Moreno. 

“That’s why we believe that it 
is very important, once and for 
all, to take on this commitment 
for an area which has seen a clear 
growth in population, with a huge 
presence of foreign residents and 
a great tourism impact,” he said. 

The Andalusian president said 
that once the extension works 
were completed, and thanks to 
the newly opened Estepona hos-
pital, the quality of healthcare in 
the area -the province with the 
fewest beds per head of popula-
tion in Andalucía- would leap for-
ward “decades”. 

Mayor of Marbella Ángeles 
Muñoz welcomed the announce-

ment “that we’ve been waiting for 
for years”. She added that the pro-
ject “which stopped during the 
previous PSOE government and 
never started again” should have 
been restarted much sooner to 
cover the entire population of Mar-
bella. 

The mayor said that the project 
going through the system as a 
matter of urgency means that 

some usual bureaucratic steps, 
which could mean delays of up to 
six months, would be avoided.  

While Muñoz admitted that spe-
cific dates could not be given, she 
said she hoped that works could 
start in “a few months” and that 
the project would be complete “in 
the next two years”. 

Works to extend the Costa del 
Sol hospital started in 2007. 

Three years later a conflict with 
the construction firm halted the 
works. The firm eventually went 
into administration. 

The breaking of the deadlock 
began in 2018 when the Junta de 
Andalucía, then run by the Social-
ist PSOE, released 12 million euros 
to revoke the contract. This was 
paid when the PP had taken over 
the regional authority.

Junta to fast-track 75-million-euro 
Costa del Sol  hospital expansion works

ESTEPONA 

A date is yet to be set for 
the hospital to be fully 
opened as it will continue 
to care for Covid patients 
from Marbella 

JOSÉ MARÍA MARTÍN
 

ESTEPONA. The long-awaited 
opening of the Estepona High 
Resolution Hospital finally ar-
rived on Monday at a ceremony 
attended by the president of the 
Andalusian regional govern-
ment, Juanma Moreno. How-
ever, despite the fanfare, the 
centre is still not fully open, with 
Moreno explaining that the hos-
pital would continue to attend 
Covid patients referred from 
the Costa del Sol Hospital “un-

til the pandemic lets up”. As a 
result, a specific date for its full 
opening remains unclear.  

Moreno described the Este-
pona hospital on Monday as 
“another health infrastructure 
project that suffered delays of 
many years despite being very 
necessary”. Specifically, the 
hospital has opened “after more 
than twelve years of waiting”, 
he said. 

The regional president ex-
plained that two million euros 
has been invested in the sepa-
ration of care circuits in the 
surgical area, the creation of 
isolation areas for functional 
tests and examinations, as well 
as to expand spaces and redes-
ign units.  

In addition to this invest-
ment, a further 3.2 million 
euros has been spent on the 

first phase of supplying equip-
ment and furniture for the hos-
pital’s current needs. 

In the coming months, once 
the pandemic situation has sub-
sided, the new hospital will open 
its doors definitively to provide 
care for more than 100,000 resi-
dents of the westernmost part 
of the Costa del Sol, which in-
cludes the municipalities of 
Estepona, Manilva, Casares, 
Gaucín, Genalguacil and Jubri-
que, as well as the large num-
ber of holidaymakers who visit 
the area every year.  

The mayor of Estepona, José 
María García Urbano, described 
it as “one of the most important 
days in the history of the town”.  

“The town hall prioritised 
this investment, setting aside 
16 million euros to build this 
hospital,” he said.

Estepona’s new hospital will open 
properly in the coming months 
“when the pandemic lets up”

Moreno (second right) with García Urbano (right) and hospital directors during the opening.  E. P.

ÁNGEL ESCALERA 

MALAGA. The Junta de Anda-
lucía initiated plans to vacci-
nate those over 80 years of age 
who do not live in residences, 
against coronavirus this week. 
This was rolled out in Ronda on 
Thursday, though many of those 
receiving jabs were in their 90s 
as the vaccination plan contin-
ues to lag. 

The Junta has been forced 
to revise its vaccination road-
map after Spain’s Ministry of 
Health said that the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine should only 
be given to people between 18 
and 55 years old. 

This, along with a shortage 
in vaccines arriving, means that 
Andalucía is set to fall well short 
of the 70 per cent vaccination 
rate target for the summer. 

Regional government spokes-
man Elías Bendodo, who also 
announced that the first dose 
of the vaccine would now be 
given to home help personnel 
(around 35,000 workers), has 
urged central government to 
demand more doses for Spain 
from the EU.

Andalucía to roll 
out vaccine for 
over 80s not in 
homes but must 
revise overall plan

EUROPA PRESS
 

SEVILLE. The Junta de Anda-
lucía confirmed 104 deaths 
with Covid-19 on Thursday, 
the third consecutive day with 
more than one hundred fa-
talities following the 114 on 
Wednesday and 126 on Tues-
day (the worst daily figure of 
the pandemic). 

The regional government’s 
ministry of health has also re-
corded 3,506 infections in the 
last 24 hours, higher than the 
2,971 on Wednesday but no-
tably lower than the 6,733 
cases seven days ago. 

In addition, the cumulative 
incidence rate in Andalucía 
has dropped to 631.3 cases 
per 100,000 inhabitants in 
the last 14 days, which is 49.5 
points down on Wednesday 
and 251.6 fewer than a week 
ago. 

Nationally, 17,853 cases 
detected on Thursday repre-
sents a 41 per cent fall com-
pared to the same time the 
previous week.

More than 100 
coronavirus 
deaths recorded 
for the third day in 
a row in Andalucía

“We are going to take a 
hospital on the verge of 
collapse and turn it into a 
centre for the 21st century”
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A number of places may 
be able to reopen earlier 
than expected after the 
Junta announced it will 
now review restrictions 
every seven days, not 14 

SUR
 

MALAGA. Owners of bars, restau-
rants and non-essential shops, as 
well as museums and cinemas, 
hope to be able to reopen until 6pm 
in 17 municipalities in Malaga 
province (Malaga city, Marbella, 
Vélez-Málaga, Estepona, Coín, 
Genalguacil, Pizarra, Alameda, 
Benamocarra, Alfarnate, Carta-
jima, Casares, El Borge, Faraján, 
Ojén, Teba and Villanueva de Tapia) 
from Saturday, as they await to-
day’s review of the Covid-19 inci-
dence rate. 

On Thursday, all of the towns 
had 14-day cumulative incidence 
rates for Covid-19 of below 1,000 
per 100,000 inhabitants, the 
threshold set by the Junta de Anda-
lucía to order the closure of non-
essential business. 

The potential return to work 
comes earlier than expected for 
some municipalities, after the re-

gional government changed its 
method of reviewing the infection 
rates and imposing restrictions 
this week. 

Now the authority will meet once 
a week with its committee of advi-
sors - on Thursdays (though this 
week pushed back to Friday) - in-
stead of twice, and, when meas-
ures have to be taken, these will 
be reviewed - and lifted when pos-
sible - after seven days and not the 
previous 14. From next week, the 

measures confirmed on Thurs-
days will come into force the fol-
lowing Saturday. 

The limits for restrictions to 
come into force remain the same: 
when a town’s 14-day cumulative 
incidence per 100,000 inhabitants 
is above 500, its municipal bor-
ders are closed, with only justified 
movements to other towns allowed. 
This still affects most of the main 
towns on the Costa del Sol. 

The closure of non-essential 

business, in force once the rate 
passes 1,000, could affect only ten 
towns or villages from Saturday -
Villanueva del Trabuco, Canillas 
de Albaida, Cañete la Real, Alga-
tocín, Arriate, Benaoján, Cortes de 
la Frontera, Montejaque, Ronda 
and Jubrique. 

Alcohol ban 

Another change in the restrictions 
announced this week is the ban 
on the sale of alcohol from 6pm. 
The reason, explained  presi-
dent Juanma Moreno in a tweet, 
was that if bars have to close at 
6pm, then alcohol should not be 
on sale elsewhere after that time 
to avoid drinking in the street 
and to “reinforce respect for the 
restrictions”. 

This new restriction will not 
come into force until it has been 
published in the region’s official 
gazette (BOJA).   

At the same time as announc-
ing the changes to the restric-
tions, the regional authority 
called for caution. 

“We must not relax, that 
would be the biggest mistake,” 
said Moreno this week. “We’re 
on the right track but the battle 
is by no means over.” 

Seventeen Costa towns await review as they hope 
to be able to reopen businesses this weekend

Closed terraces on the beach in Marbella this week.  JOSELE

Movement 

 Regions:  Andalusian border 
closed. 
 Provinces:  No movement 
between provinces. 
 Municipal:  Border closures 
in towns where the 14-day 
case rate is more than 500 
per 100,000 inhabitants.  

Non-essential business  
 Until 6pm:  In areas with a 
14-day rate of less than 
1,000 per 100,000 inhabi-
tants, bars, restaurants and 
non-essential shops must 
close at 6pm.  
 Closed:  In areas with a rate of 
more than 1,000, bars, restau-
rants and non-essential serv-
ices cannot open at all. 

Night curfew 
 10pm to 6am:  All Andalucía. 

Socialising 
 Maximum of 4 people:  In-
doors and out. 

Alcohol sales 
 Banned after 6pm:  A new 
restriction pending confir-
mation in the BOJA.

ANDALUCÍA RULES

i   Visit www.surinenglish.com  

for daily updates on Covid-19 
figures and restrictions, including 
a handy interactive map.
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MALAGA 

Paddle surfer rescued 
from Malaga beach 

E. P.  The alarm was raised on 
Sunday as two paddle boarders 
encountered difficulties and 
were being carried out to sea on 
San Andrés beach in Malaga city. 
A rescue boat was sent to the 
area by which time one had re-
turned to shore. The other re-
quired rescuing but said he 
didn’t need medical attention.

MALAGA 

Parents of baby with 
cocaine in system are held 

Á. F. / J. C.  A mother who took her 
eleven-month-old boy to hospi-
tal with “stomach problems” has 
been arrested - along with the fa-
ther - after the baby tested posi-
tive for cocaine. The child had to 
be rushed to ICU where he re-
mained for a month, until being 
moved to a ward in mid-January, 
where he remains.

MALAGA 

Gang that robbed from 
rental cars is broken up 

I. MÉNDEZ.  National Police have 
broken up a criminal gang sus-
pected of stealing items, primar-
ily from tourist rental cars 
parked at shopping centres 
mainly in Malaga, Torremolinos 
and Fuengirola. 

Police have recovered 4,320 
euros in cash, 38 cameras, 45 
electronic tablets and several 
other items, and six people have 
been arrested.

MALAGA 

Squatters discover 
mummified corpse 

J. C. / Á. F.  The corpse of a prac-
tically mummified man was dis-
covered in a property in Campa-
nillas (Malaga) last week by a pair 
of squatters who forced their way 
into the house to occupy it. The 
advanced state of decomposition 
suggests that the death of the 80-
year-old happened some weeks 
ago. As there were no signs of vio-
lence, it suggests that he died 
alone and of natural causes.

112 REPORTS

MARBELLA 

Two men arrested over 
staged supermarket heist 

Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO.  Two men have 
been arrested and charged with 
various crimes after a Marbella 
supermarket manager (one of 
those arrested, a 41-year-old man 
of Spanish nationality) claimed 
to have been the victim of a rob-
bery where 16,000 euros in cash 
was stolen from his store’s safe 
by an armed thief last November. 

They might have got away with 
the charade if police hadn’t found 
the thief’s mobile phone whose 
data linked the suspects. 

On Monday, police raided the 
Estepona home of the alleged rob-
ber, a 29-year-old German man. 
There they found two firearms, 
several fake guns, clothing that 
was worn during the robbery, lux-
ury watches and a cash-count-
ing machine. They also identi-
fied the mobile phone box that 
matched the device that had been 
dropped near the supermarket.

CCTV footage of the alleged robbery taking place.  SUR

MALAGA 

Woman hospitalised in 
spectacular crash 

Á. F. / J. C.  Police are investigat-
ing a car crash in Malaga city that 
left a woman, 22, seriously in-
jured in intensive care last week. 
The events unfolded after a traf-
fic patrol spotted smoke coming 
from the underside of a BMW. 
They signalled for the driver to 
stop but he carried on and 
crashed into a roundabout which 
catapulted the car into the air and 
it landed on a vehicle which had 
stopped to let the woman out. 

A fire broke out and the woman 

had to be freed after being 
trapped under one of the cars, 
suffering serious injuries. 

Initial investigations point to 
brake failure but SUR sources say 
that the driver - a 57-year-old - 
tested positive for alcohol in a 
breathalyser test.

The scene of the crash.  SUR

Those detained included 
a former bodyguard of 
Ángeles Muñoz, who has 
distanced herself from 
the investigation and 
strongly defended her 
husband’s honour  

J. CANO / Á. FRÍAS / I. LILLO /  
J. DUEÑAS

 

MARBELLA. National Police have 
searched an office linked to Lars 
Gunnar Broberg - the husband of 
the mayor of Marbella, Ángeles 
Muñoz - and have arrested nine 
people including a Local Police 
officer (who was once Muñoz’s 
bodyguard) and several Swedish 
citizens. 

SUR has learned that the police 
operation is linked to financial 
crimes, but confidentiality around 
the case has so far prevented full 
details emerging. 

Sources also confirmed that the 
events were not related to either 
Marbella council or the activities 
of Ángeles Muñoz as mayor, be-
yond the fact that she is the wife 
of one of those being investigated. 

The mayor also stressed this 
week that there was no link to her 

on a personal or professional level, 
saying: “Once reporting restric-
tions are lifted on the case, eve-
rything will be there in black and 
white, and I am also absolutely 
sure, on a personal level, of the 
honour and the entire professional 
career of my husband.”  

It is reported that Broberg re-
ceived a call from the police early 
on Tuesday morning in which he 
was summoned to an office linked 
to him. The businessman,  who is 
in his 70s, accompanied by a rela-

tive, found the police waiting for 
him.  

When officers finished their 
search, in which they took  
some documents, Broberg  
was allowed home and was not 
taken to the police station for 
questioning. 

The Swedish property devel-
oper has previously been involved 
in controversies related to his 
properties and business activi-
ties in Marbella and neighbour-
ing Benahavís.

Nine arrested as office linked to the 
mayor of Marbella’s husband is searched

Lars Gunnar Broberg (r) with his wife, Ángeles Muñoz (l).  JOSELE (FILE PHOTO)

ÁLVARO FRÍAS / JUAN CANO 

MALAGA. At the time of going to 
print, officers from the Guardia 
Civil were carrying out a major 
operation against cocaine traf-
ficking in the provinces of Malaga, 
Seville and Cadiz with early-
morning raids taking place on 
Thursday. 

Sources told SUR that there 
have been raids in the La Palmilla 
area of Malaga city, in luxury de-
velopments in Marbella and Mi-
jas, and in farmhouses in Al-
haurín de la Torre and Alhaurín el 
Grande. It is also reported that 
raids took place in Cadiz prov-
ince, including in the city, Alge-
ciras and Los Barrios, as well as 
in the Seville town of El Arahal. 

According to the same sources, 
the raids produced more than a 
dozen arrests. 

Some 300 officers are involved 
in the operation, belonging to the 
Central Operational Unit (UCO) 
and the Drug Trafficking Coordi-
nation Agency (OCON), deployed 
by the government in the Campo 
de Gibraltar and surrounding ar-
eas to take down drug trafficking 
gangs.

Police mount major 
anti-drug trafficking 
raids across 
southern Spain
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In five years the number 
of nationalities on the 
municipal census has 
increased from 114 to 127 

TONY BRYANT 

Torremolinos has become one of 
the towns on the Costa del Sol with 
the most nationalities among its 
inhabitants.  

The municipal ‘padrón’ census 
shows that since 2015, the resort 
has steadlily increased its num-
ber of residents from 67,585, of 
114 different nationalities, to 
70,562 of 127 nationalities. Around 
80 per cent are Spanish, while the 
remainder are from Europe, Af-
rica, Oceania, Asia and the Ameri-
cas. The countries with the biggest 
communities are Morocco (1,864), 

UK (1,718) and Italy (1,237). 
The town hall claims that the 

data reinforces the idea that Tor-
remolinos is a town “open to the 
world” and one that represents an 

“enormous cultural richness based 
on coexistence”.  

Mayor José Ortiz said, “Torre-
molinos is a town of tolerance, re-
spect and diversity.”

Torremolinos is seeing a steady increase 
in its foreign-resident community

IN BRIEF

Torremolinos is a town with enormous cultural richness.  T.BRYANT

TORREMOLINOS 

Residents advised to 
check that health centre 
details are up to date  

T. BRYANT.   Torremolinos town 
hall has advised those in the ex-
pat community who have rights 
to public health care to check 
that their contact details are cor-
rect and up to date on the sys-
tem. This is part of its Covid-19 
vaccination plan.  

Those wishing to update de-
tails can obtain the necessary 
form from the Foreign Residents 
office in La Carihuela.  

This need to update applies 
to those, mostly pensioners, who 
have medical assistance by 
means of a E121 or a S1 form.  

FUENGIROLA 

Three new self-cleaning 
toilets boost public 
facilities on the beach 

T. B.  In a bid to improve services 
on its beaches, Fuengirola town 
hall has installed another three 
self-cleaning toilets along the 
town’s promenade. The toilets, 
which are accessible to people 
with reduced mobility, are auto-
matically cleaned after use.  

The resort now has 14 toilets 
spread along its beaches. 

“We continue to work to im-
prove services so that Fuengi-
rola continues to move forward,” 
mayor Ana Mula said.

Mula at one of the new toilets.  SUR

CÁRTAMA 

Remodelled square 
with new leisure space 
reopens to the public 

T.B.  Cártama town hall has an-
nounced that the remodelling 
project of Plaza El Pilarejo in Es-
tacíon de Cártama has been com-
pleted and is now open to the 
public. Constructed on several 
levels, the new leisure space has 
undergone a complete reform, 
with the installation of  artificial 
lawns, LED lighting, a children’s 
play area and urban-style furni-
ture. The work was carried out 
through the Agricultural Employ-
ment Promotion Programme 
(PFEA), with an investment of 
52,188 euros.

TORREMOLINOS 

Plans unveiled for the 
completion of Avenida 
Carlota Alessandri refit 

T. B.  Torremolinos town hall has 
announced its plans to finalise 
the revamp of Avenida Carlota 
Alessandri in Montemar. 

The improvement of one of the 
main access routes to the town 
will be carried out on a stretch of 
1,000 metres and involves the in-
stallation of public utilities, waste 
disposal collection points and the 
improvement of pedestrian ac-
cessibility. The council initially 
began revamping the stretch, at 
the northern end of the avenue, 
in 2019.  

The project will also include 
the removal of bollards and the 
relocation of palm trees in or-
der to create another 80 park-
ing spaces. 

The work is financed by the 
provincial authority of Malaga 
(Diputación) and will cost 
743,000 euros. The final stage 
of the work is expected to be-
gin in April and will take ap-
proximately five months to 
complete.  

Mayor José Ortiz said, “It is a 
complete and integral project 
that allows us to support eco-
nomic activity and refurbish 
an area that is in desperate 
need of rejuvenation.” 

The CioMijas hotel and 
training centre has been 
abandoned since 2015 
and the Junta wants to 
get a range of 
professional views  

IVÁN GELIBTER 

The regional ministry for Em-
ployment this week sent out a call 
to tourism industry profession-
als to give their views on the fu-
ture of the CioMijas hospitality 
school and hotel in La Cala de Mi-
jas. It has been abandoned since 
2015. 

The Junta de Andalucía said 
the aim was to analyse the differ-
ent alternatives for using the cur-
rent buildings  -the four-star ho-
tel and the student residence build-
ing- with the aim of optimising 
their future use. 

The regional representative for  
Employment in Malaga province, 
Carmen Sánchez, said on Monday  

that this proposal wasn’t a call for 
tenders, but an “invitation” for in-
terested parties to visit and say 
what they would do given the 
chance.  Taking part in the consul-
tation won’t influence any future 
tender process, the Junta added.   

Interested parties need to reg-
ister by email at gestion-

cio.ma.sae@juntadeandalu-
cia.es,  after which a guided tour 
will be arranged so that they can 
assess the complex and “obtain 
the necessary information for the 
preparation of the proposal to be 
submitted”. This proposal must 
be sent within 10 working days of 
the visit.

Ideas sought over what to do with 
closed La Cala hospitality school

The previously pristine pools at CioMijas are now in a sorry state.  SUR



February 12th to 18th 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

7 NEWS

About 100 vehicles, twice 
as many as last time, 
drove around Marbella 
sounding their horns to 
demand that the council 
draw up the conditions for 
Covid-19 financial aid 

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS 

MARBELLA. “Every time a sign say-
ing For Sale or To Let goes up in a 
shop window, it means a family 
with children is suffering, it’s a 
business that nobody can afford 
to pay for now and people don’t 
know how they are going to sur-
vive. What will the future be like 
for a town that is full of dead 
shops?” asks Carmen Martínez.  

Carmen has been running the 
Ángel House shop for 12 years. 
This week, she was one of over 200 
people who took part in the motor 
procession organised by the Pla-
taforma de Comerciantes y Hos-
teleros de Marbella. One hundred 
vehicles drove around the town, 
sounding their horns to draw at-
tention to the terrible time being 
experienced by this sector.  

From 9am there was movement 
to be seen in Bulevar Pablo Ráez. 
The participants began to stick 
posters on their vehicles. This  was 
the fifth time they have taken to 
the streets, but far from losing in-
terest, more and more people are 
joining in. On 20 November 50 cars 
took part, and this time there were 
about 100.  

Nahuel Klappenbach, the 
spokesman for the group, ex-
plained why they are doing this: 
“The situation is more than ex-
treme. There needs to be a rescue 
plan, like there was at one time for 
the banks, and the way they have 
rescued other strategic sectors in 
this country. Things are really bad. 
They’re leaving it too late and not 
doing enough,” he said. “We need 
help in the most direct way possi-
ble, and for as many people as pos-
sible to receive it”.  

During the tour of the town, 
passers-by applauded, other cars 
showed support by sounding their 
horns and many people took pho-
tos with their mobile phones. A 
variety of people took part in the 
protest. Ana Pérez owns the Do-
ble A fashion shop in the Old Town. 
“We are surviving thanks to my 
husband’s salary and we have to 
use part of that to pay the account-
ant, rent, telephone, electricity, 
alarm, IVA and other expenses of 
the business, even though it is 
closed,” she says.  

Stanley Rossenov has worked 
in different shops in Puerto Banús 
for the past 18 years. Before Christ-

mas, he opened one of his own, the 
Religion clothing shop. “I thought 
things were going to get better. I 
never imagined we would have to 
close completely,” he says. “As this 
is a brand new business, my wings 
are being seriously clipped.”  

Some employees were also there 
to support their bosses, including 
Rosana Petensen and Luna Klap-
penbach, who work at Gipsy Mar-
bella. They believe the politicians 
are being insensitive. “They just 
don’t care,” says Rosana. Although 
his sector isn’t as badly affected, 
locksmith Rodolfo Neira also took 

part, to support friends who own 
businesses “and can’t earn a liv-
ing now”.  

The group accuses the authori-
ties of a lack of empathy and is call-
ing on the council to announce the 
conditions for financial assistance 

as soon as possible. “This month 
they are finally going to pay for the 
Christmas competition. Imagine 
how long it is going to take if they 
still haven’t drawn up the condi-
tions for financial help,” says Na-
huel Klappenbach.

More business owners 
plead for urgent help  
in latest car protest 

More and more people are joining the protests in Marbella.  SUR

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS
 

MARBELLA. The councillor for 
Foreign Residents, Remedios 
Bocanegra, and councillor for 
Health, Enrique Rodríguez, have 
held a virtual meeting with the 
presidents of foreigners’ associa-
tions in Marbella and represen-
tatives of the business commu-
nity to inform about how to ac-
cess the coronavirus vaccine.   

Addressing those who have 
the right to be part of the pub-
lic health system, Bocanegra 
explained that “we have recently 
received numerous queries 
about the vaccine, who will have 
the right to be vaccinated, how 
it will be organised and what 
they have to do to be in the An-
dalusian health system”.   

The councillors said that all 
citizens of other countries who 
are registered as self-employed 
or have work contracts will be 
eligible for the vaccine as they 
are already in the Social Security 
system, and so will those who 
already hold a medical card.   

During the meeting, they pro-
vided details of what people 
have to do if they want a medi-
cal card. “They need to take a 
series of documents to the 
health centre, including the cer-
tificate to show they are regis-
tered at the town hall, which 
must be dated at least three 
months before applying,” said 
Bocanegra. Pensioners will also 
have to register the S1 docu-
ment from the social security 
system in their own country. 

Council advises 
foreign residents 
in the public health 
system to get 
ready for vaccine 

The technology giant has 
also announced the first 
private undersea cable to 
connect Spain with the 
United States and the 
United Kingdom 

NURIA TRIGUERO
 

MALAGA . Google has chosen 
Malaga as base for a cybersecu-
rity centre of excellence that will 
have an international reach. It 
will be located in the old provin-
cial military headquarters on 
Paseo de la Farola (near the 
Muello Uno shops and marina), 
which will be completely reno-
vated to adapt to its new role. 

The technology giant will have 

2,500 square metres of space to 
relocate the more than 40 engi-
neers who make up the Virusto-
tal team and who are currently 
based at the University of Malaga. 

There will also be space for 
the public and businesses, where 
“training, talks, workshops and 
mentoring on cybersecurity” will 
be given, according to company 
sources. 

“The choice of Malaga to host 
this new Google hub is not by 
chance,” they say. “This region 
has great talent.” 

Google began its association 
with the city of Malaga in 2012, 
when it acquired VirusTotal,  a 
firm founded by local man Ber-
nardo Quintero. He has since be-
come one of the top managers 

of Google’s cybersecurity divi-
sion worldwide. 

The centre doesn’t yet have an 
opening date as the renovation 
works of the building will be 
“long and complex”. 

650 million euros 

Google also announced other 
projects aimed at promoting the 
digitisation of Spain, with in-
vestments worth 650 million 
euros, at a meeting on Thurs-
day between the Vice-President 
of Google Iberia, Fuencisla Cle-
mares, and Nadia Calviño, the 

Minister for Economic and Digi-
tal Transition of the Spanish  
government. 

This investment will include 
setting up Google’s first ‘cloud 
region’ in Spain, announced in 
partnership with Telefónica, and 
also Google’s first private un-
dersea cable to connect Spain 
with the United States and the 
United Kingdom. The cable will 
“allow Spanish companies and 
public authorities to accelerate 
their growth and unleash the 
potential of low latency, high 
performance cloud services”.

Google puts Malaga on the 
map with plans for a 
cybersecurity centre 

The former military building is opposite the Centre Pompidou.   S. SALAS
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The Experience Group 
are pleased to inform 
you that despite the 
current recurring Covid 
crisis they are able to 
continue offering their 
services as they are 
legally licenced 

During these difficult times, they 
are sure that their customers 
appreciate their services and 
would like to remind you of the 
numbers and contacts for each 
of their divisions should you re-
quire their help in any matter.  
 
Electronics Division: 
Fibre optic, 4G, satellite and 
transmission internet, TV serv-
ices, home security systems. Full 
service available by telephone, 
email, or WhatsApp and callout 
services where necessary. Call 
Alan or Sean on 952885379, 
email alanj@exgspain.com or 
call or WhatsApp Alan on 
617403103. They are there 

whenever you need them. 
 
Property sales, rentals and 
property management Division: 
Their legally employed staff are 
still available whether you’re 
interested in buying or selling  
or management or rental of 
your property in Spain at this 
difficult time if you cannot visit. 
They can be your eyes and ears 
to keep a check on your prop-
erty and affairs during the cri-
sis, including their excellent 
maid service, bi-weekly house 
checks and all service functions 

to ensure the integrity of your 
Spanish home. Phone Allyson 
or Ian on 952883168 or email: 
allyson@exgspain.com 
 
Construction & reforms Division:  
Their specialised home reform 
technicians and construction 
workers are available fully li-
cenced and legal even during 
these difficult times. If you 
have a problem with your home 
whilst you cannot be there, 
they can help. Phone Carol on 
661910895 or email: 
carol@exgspain.com 

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED DESPITE 

COVID RESTRICTIONS

THE EXPERIENCE GROUP

PERIANA 

Prison for ex Guardia 
Civil sex predator 

E. C.  A former Guardia Civil offi-
cer has been sentenced to two 
and a half years in prison for 
sexually abusing a 10-year-old 
girl between 2010 and 2011. 

The girl was the daughter of 
an employee at a bar in the vil-
lage, which was then owned by 
the former officer’s wife. 

According to the judge sen-
tencing the accused, the abuse 
took place “on various occasions” 
to “satisfy his sexual desires”.

NERJA 

Local company awarded 
roadworks contract 

E. C.  Local company Transportes 
Antelo S. L. has been awarded the 
contract to carry out repairs to a 
11.2 kilometre-long section of 
Nerja’s Carretera de la Miel road. 
The works will include improve-
ments to the drainage and road 
surface.  The work is expected to 
take one month to complete with 
a budget of 128,000 euros. Mayor 
José Alberto Armijo said the work 
was “good news” for tourism and 
agriculture in the town.

TORROX 

Town hall fined for 
breaking heritage law 

E. C.  Torrox town hall has been 
fined 3,000 euros for carrying 
out restoration work without a 
licence around the town’s light-
house, which is home to the re-
mains of a third-century Ro-
man settlement. The original 
fine of 5,000 euros for break-
ing the 2007 Andalusian His-
torical Heritage Law was re-
duced by 40 per cent for 
prompt payment.

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Conman arrested over 
widow’s inheritance 

E. C.  A 43-year-old Spanish man 
was arrested last week on suspi-
cion of conning a widow out of 
52,510 euros, the inheritance left 
to her after the death of her hus-
band in 2019. The investigation 
started in November 2020 when 
the woman became suspicious 
that she had been the victim of a 
scam. Investigations revealed that 
the man has a criminal  
record for similar offences.

HERE AND THERE

TORRE DE BENAGALBÓN 

Ambitious Benagalbón 
park plans reactivated 

E. C.  Rincón de la Victoria town 
hall announced on Monday plans 
to reactivate a project to build a 
new park in Torre de Benagal-
bón. The 80,000 square-metre 
park would be developed on land 

next to La Marina school. Plans 
include a reptile and amphibian 
research and visitors centre,  an 
area for entomology and insects,  
greenhouses and an astronomy 
centre. Although a budget for the 
ambitious project has not been 
set, the town hall has already con-
firmed one million euros of EU 
funding and further funds from 
the provincial government. 

The land which has been earmarked for the new park.  E. C.

MEZQUITILLA 

Further setback for 
Brick Beach project 

E. C.  The Junta de Andalucía has 
requested a series of environ-
mental reports from the com-
pany behind the innovative 
Mezquitilla ‘Brick Beach’ pro-
ject in Vélez-Málaga, including 
details of compliance with new 
laws regarding marine life and 
bird protection. The project to 
use recycled materials to replen-
ish the beach was due to be com-
pleted this spring. A new date 
has been set for December. Mezquitilla beach.  E. C.

NERJA 

E. CABEZAS.  In a statement pub-
lished last week, Nerja town hall 
announced that it has started ne-
gotiations with electricity company 
ENDESA to buy a former electric-
ity station near the Chillar river.  

Should the project go ahead, the 
town hall will convert the old San 
Modesto building, which includes 
a number of annexes, into a cen-
tre to control visitor numbers at 
the popular beauty spot, as well 

as a visitor centre with informa-
tion about the history of electric-
ity production in Nerja and the 
Axarquía. 

According to the statement the 
town hall is hoping to use Euro-
pean funding for the project. 

The river Chillar has become a 
popular place, particularly in sum-
mer, for hiking and other sports, 
but there is currently no control 
over visitor numbers, which has 
led to accidents and environmental 
damage in recent years.

Town hall looking to buy 
former electricity plant to 
convert into visitor centre

The old San Modesto electricity station in Nerja.  E. C.

NERJA  

E. C.  The Nerja cave foundation 
revealed earlier this week that 
it has applied for three loans 
since the start of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, totalling 1.3 mil-
lion euros. Much of the money 
will cover salaries for the ap-
proximately 30 members of 
staff employed at the historical 
site.  

With two closures of around 
four months in total and a dras-
tic drop in visitor numbers last 
year, the cave registered just 
140,000 tickets sold in 2020, 
compared to 410,000 in 2019. 

“With the loans we have 
enough money to pay our staff 
until the end of April,” said foun-
dation manager, Chema Domín-
guez. “After that we’ll see. I want 
to be optimistic and say we’ll 
start to see an increase in visi-
tors from April or May, but it all 
depends on the situation,” he 
added. This year’s international 
dance and music festival has 
also been cancelled.

Debts mount up for 
Nerja Cave amid 
uncertain future 
and 2021 festival 
cancellation 
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Around one hundred 
people were issued with 
fines in Malaga in the first 
week after the grace 
period came to an end 

IGNACIO LILLO / D. BALMER
 

MALAGA. After a recent by-law 
change, police in Malaga city have 
begun fining those caught riding 
bicycles and electric scooters out-
side designated areas. A ten-day 
grace period following the law 
coming into force ended on 1 
February and those who flout the 
rules by riding their vehicles in 
pedestrian areas will now be 
fined. The local council estimates 
that, within the first week, up to 
one hundred people fell foul of 
the new rules. The regulations 
have provoked much debate, with 
many criticising their impracti-
calities. 

  The fine issued to cyclists is 
60 euros, while those caught us-
ing scooters improperly face a 
200-euro penalty. The heftier 

punishment is because of the 
higher speeds these vehicles can 
reach. The two places where most 
offences have taken place are 
Calle Alcazabilla in the city cen-
tre and the Pablo Ruíz Picasso 

promenade. 
 At the seafront, as with in sev-

eral other areas, what has proved 
controversial is that the 30km/h 
lanes in which cyclists and 
scooter riders can travel are con-

sidered dangerous by many, as 
car drivers too often do not ad-
here to the speed limit. In the city 
centre, scooter users have com-
plained that they have no option 
but to cross through pedestrian 
areas, particularly as they are not 
permitted to travel through the 
Alcazaba tunnel. 

 The Socialist (PSOE) group on 
Malaga council, critical of the cur-
rent regulations, has suggested 
making the 30km/h lanes exclu-
sively for the use of bikes and 
electric scooters. Meanwhile, the 
regional government has com-
mitted to creating a specific bike 
lane on the Picasso promenade. 
Moreover, local police will use 
speed detectors to deter motor-
ists from exceeding the limit in 
30km/h lanes. 

 These changes, however, have 
not satisfied Ruedas Redondas, 
a group which promotes bicycle 
usage in the city. The organisa-
tion is fighting to change the law 
and to create more cycle-only 
paths. They will hold a protest 
ride against the current situation 
this Sunday, 14 February. This 
will take place starting from the 
port at 11am. 

 The group has also created a 
petition - currently with more 
than 6,400 signatures - but 
spokesperson Kay Farrell said 
they hoped “to get many more”.  

City police begin controversial 
fines for cycling on pavements

The owner’s lawyers 
have been searching for 
land to compensate the 
council for changing the 
land use under town 
planning rules   

JESÚS HINOJOSA
 

MALAGA. The new owner of the   
Correos building in Malaga city,  
Israeli oil magnate Haim Tsuff, 
thinks he may have found a solu-
tion to the problem which has de-
layed the conversion of the old Post 
Office headquarters into a top class 

hotel. Tsuff, who acquired the 
building at auction over a year 
ago for 23.5m euros, has been 
studying various options to ob-
tain the change in the planning 
rules which would be needed to 
proceed with the project. 

Under the current regulations, 
the building is only classified for 
social purposes, which means it 
could be turned into a home for 
the elderly, student residences or 
a children’s home for example, but 
not a hotel.  

There are two ways round a 
situation like this. In exchange for 
modifying land use under the Ur-

ban Plan, an owner can give the 
council the same amount of land, 
or the financial equivalent. Al-
though Tsuff could do the latter, 
Malaga council is not keen because 
it would have to use the funds to 

find and purchase land within two 
years. Now, lawyers for Haim Tsuff 
believe they have found a site which 
may be suitable, and if so the Cor-
reos building will become an 
“iconic and remarkable hotel”. 

Plan to convert city’s old 
Correos building into an 
‘iconic and remarkable’ hotel 

Socialist party members and campaigners on Wednesday.  SALVADOR SALAS

FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ
 

MALAGA. Taxis in Andalucía 
have been given the green light 
to upgrade their services this 
week in an attempt to fight off 
competition from firms such 
as Uber and Cabify. After two 
years of debate, the Junta de 
Andalucía approved on Tues-
day the decree for the “mod-
ernisation and flexibility” of 
the taxi sector in the region. 

The main changes introduce 
the possibility of sharing a taxi 
with other users to make the 
journey cheaper, thanks to in-
dividual payments made 
through an app.  

Customers will be able to ask 
for a fixed maximum fare for 
a previously contracted serv-
ice and taxis will be obliged to 
accept credit cards. 

The new regulations will 
come into effect after their 
publication in the BOJA, the 
Junta’s official gazette, in the 
coming days.

Taxis to bring in 
fixed fares and app 
payment among 
measures to tackle 
competition

The building is covered in netting because its walls are in bad repair.  SUR

FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. Waiting times for ve-
hicle ITV tests are now short-
ening in the province, as extra 
inspection staff have been as-
signed to help clear the back-
log. In just a few days, the de-
lay, which was three months in 
some areas, has been reduced 
by half and in some cases ap-
pointments are now available 
in the same week. The ITV cen-
tres have been sending text 
messages to many vehicle own-
ers with an appointment date 
earlier than scheduled.

Extra staff at ITV 
centres are 
already reducing 
the backlog
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Name chosen for 
Bronze Age man 

D.B.  Gibraltar Museum’s latest 
reconstruction, the head of a 
Bronze Age man from the Rus-
sian steppe whose cranium was 
found in Bray’s Cave, is to be 
named Yantar, which means 
amber in Russian. He had been  
buried with an amber bead.  

COVID 

Coronavirus cases 
continue to fall 

D.B.  The number of active cases 
of Covid-19 continues to drop 
in Gibraltar, although the 
authorities warn that it is still  
vital to comply with the regu-
lations. This week the fourth 
consignment of vaccines ar-
rived on an RAF flight from the 
UK, with another 14,000 doses. 

IN BRIEF

GIBRALTAR 

Monsignor Mark Miles is 
believed to be only the 
first archbishop and 
second ambassador to 
come from the Rock 

DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Pope Francis has ap-
pointed Monsignor Mark Miles, 
who is from Gibraltar, as Apostolic 
Nuncio to the Republic of Benin in 
West Africa and elevated him to 
the status of Archbishop. The 53-
year-old is believed to be the first 
Gibraltarian to become an arch-
bishop and only the second to be 
an ambassador. He speaks Eng-
lish, Spanish, Italian and French 

and has often acted as interpreter 
for Pope Francis on international 
trips. 

Miles was ordained a priest in 
September 1996 and joined the 
diocese of Gibraltar. He graduated 
in Canon Law, and was awarded a 
Licentiate in Theology. 

 He entered the diplomatic serv-
ice of the Holy See in July 2003 and 
served at the Vatican representa-
tions in Ecuador and Hungary and 
in the Section for General Affairs 
of the Secretariat of State.  In 2019 
he was appointed as Holy See Per-
manent Observer at the Organiza-
tion of American States (OAS).  

The Gibraltar government has 
congratulated the archbishop-elect, 
who is still fondly known locally as 
Father Miles, on these latest  
appointments.

High-flying local clergyman 
becomes an archbishop and  
the Papal Nuncio to Benin

GIBRALTAR 

D. BARTLETT  Gibraltar flew the 
Union Flag on its emblematic 
Moorish castle on Saturday 6 Feb-
ruary, to mark the 69th anniver-
sary of the Queen’s accession to 
the throne in 1952, upon the 
death of her father, King George 

VI. The Governor of Gibraltar, Sir 
David Steel, and the government 
of Gibraltar paid tribute to Her 
Majesty as she entered the 70th 
year of her reign. The Queen has 
paid one visit to the Rock, in May 
1954, and was accompanied by 
Prince Philip, Prince Charles and 
Princess Anne.

Gibraltar marks 69 years of 
Queen Elizabeth II’s reign

The Union Flag was flown from the castle for 24 hours.  SUR

GIBRALTAR
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B
ringing a welcome 
change from endless, 
repetitive Covid head-

lines, the Luis Bárcenas trial 
kicked off in Spain’s High Court 
on Monday. As yet, there’s no 
proof to support the former 
Popular Party (PP) treasurer’s 
claim that its then-leader and 
prime minister, Mariano Rajoy, 
knew about parallel bookkeep-
ing and cash donations; but, in 
a way, that’s beside the point. 

Rajoy is damned if he did and 
damned if he didn’t. 

What if the dour Galician, 
prime minister of Spain from 
2011 to 2018, did know about 
the party-wide slush fund and 
kept it quiet? If so, he’s argua-
bly just as culpable, if not more 
so, as the other PP figures serv-
ing time for corruption during 
his stint at the helm. And if he 
really didn’t know what was go-
ing on - if, as he said when tes-

tifying in 2017 in the linked 
Gurtel case, he “ran the poli-
tics, not the accounting” - then 
he’ll be criticised for not hav-
ing a handle on his own party 
while in charge. It’s his word 
against Bárcenas’, and one of 
them is lying.   

Bárcenas’ sudden desire to 
confess everything is appar-
ently an act of revenge on the 
PP, which failed to keep the for-
mer treasurer’s wife out of 
prison in return for his silence 
(Rosalía Iglesias began a 
twelve-year sentence last No-
vember in connection with the 
Gurtel case). In a sense, he has 
nothing to lose: he’s already 
serving a lengthy jail term for 
this role in the Gurtel scandal 
and, as such, is a dangerous 
entity for the PP. Bárcenas 

claims that Rajoy was “per-
fectly aware” of the dodgy fi-
nances and that he shredded 
papers to destroy evidence, un-
fortunately not realising that 
his diligent accountant kept 
copies. 

If what Bárcenas alleges is 
true, then Rajoy’s lying to pro-
tect his reputation. The former 
Conservative premier always 
played on the image of being 
the bumbling Grandad-figure, 
the kind of guy you’d have over 
for tea and a natter, and it’s ac-
tually quite difficult to imagine 
him taking kickbacks and cash 
bonuses. But it’s not impossi-
ble: he was, after all, a Spanish 
politician. It’s a pity that for-
mer spymaster Jose Villarejo - 
also now in prison for fraud - 
wasn’t lurking in Rajoy’s office 

with his trusty tape recorder. 
Then we’d know who’s telling 
the truth. 

All these scandals ultimately 
reduce to two things: getting 
richer and doing favours for 
your mates, who in turn do you 
favours. It seems to be a 
method of operating that’s 
deeply ingrained in Spanish 
politics, regardless of party af-
filiation (the Socialists are by 
no means squeaky clean in 
this respect, either). Pablo 
Casado, who took over as PP 
leader in 2018, said in a radio 
interview this week that the 
party of Bárcenas and Rajoy 
“no longer exists”; but chang-
ing the figurehead doesn’t nec-
essarily cleanse the party, and 
it certainly doesn’t transform a 
culture.    

The culture of 
corruption

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

MADRID 

EU warns funds come 
on condition of reform   

SUR.  The  Vice-President of the 
European Commission, Mar-
garitis Schinas, has told Spain 
that the 140 billion euros of 
post-Covid-19 support prom-
ised can only come if there are 
national economic reforms. 
“Nobody is going to sign 27 
blank cheques... It’s our duty 
to future generations,” he said.  

Schinas was speaking at a 
forum organised by Vocento, 
parent company of SUR. 

MURCIA 

Bishop apologises for 
‘jumping vaccine queue’  

SUR.  The Bishop of Cartagena 
has said sorry for accepting 
his first Covid-19 jab during 
a routine vaccination at a sen-
iors home in Murcia in Janu-
ary. 

The bishop said it was the 
centre’s managers that put him 
on the list for the jab as he is 
a frequent visitor there.  

Although he isn’t a formal 
chaplain there, he appeared 
as chaplain on the paperwork, 
as “the computer programme 
didn’t allow another job title”.  

IN BRIEF

MADRID 

SUR.  Princess Leonor, heir to the 
Spanish throne, will attend board-
ing school at a medieval castle in 
Wales, the Royal Household said 
on Wednesday. The 15-year-old 
daughter of King Felipe and 
Queen Letizia will begin her In-
ternational Baccalaureate in the 
autumn at the UWC Atlantic Col-
lege, west of Cardiff. 

Atlantic College was started in 
1962 by the same founder as Scot-

land’s Gordonstoun School and its 
350 students from up to 80 coun-
tries study a curriculum centred 
on community involvement. 

The stay in Wales will cost 
75,000 euros, which the Royal 
Family will pay from their annual 
grant. Many of the pupils attend-
ing study free with scholarships.  

Leonor is said to have won 
through in an anonymous selec-
tion process. Her father went to 
Canada aged 16 to study before 
military training.  

Princess Leonor to attend 

sixth form at a Welsh school 

in a medieval castle

Aerial view of UWC Atlantic College, outside Cardiff.  EFE

MADRID 

SUR.  The partners in the coa-
lition government have been 
rowing this week over whether 
Spain should see itself as a real 
democracy or not. 

Last week, Foreign Minis-
ter Arancha González Laya, 
of the  PSOE party, caused a 
stir when she said that Spain 
was ranked as one of the only 
23 full democracies in the 
world, in a  strong criticism 
of Russia. 

Pablo Iglesias of Podemos 
and deputy PM disagreed, and 
said: “It’s true to say there isn’t 
full, normal democracy.”  

He claims that King Juan 
Carlos leaving the country and 
delayed judicial appointments  
are examples of why Spain 
shouldn’t be so confident in 
its position. Russia has said it  
now doesn’t know which min-
ister is telling the truth. 

Defence Secretary, Marga-
rita Robles, of the PSOE, said 
Spain was “a world example”. 

Government 
coalition partners 
row over whether 
Spain is a real 
democracy or not

Illa during the campaign.  EP

BARCELONA 

Voters in Catalonia go 
to the polls on Sunday 
in uncertain election 

SUR.  Voters in Catalonia go to 
the polls on Sunday in regional 
elections called after the sepa-
ratist ruling coalition collapsed. 

The mainstream Socialist 
party, under ex-Health minis-
ter Salvador Illa, could emerge 
the biggest party. Still unclear 
is the size of the combined vote 
of the separatist parties. 

A time slot has been set 
aside at the end of the day for 
those with Covid-19 to go and 
vote.  

SPAIN
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A Bank of Spain report 
has revealed that only 
the Balearic and Canary 
Islands have had their 
local economies hit 
harder by the pandemic    

MALAGA. Last year, the Spanish 
economy suffered the biggest fall 
since the Spanish Civil War in the 
1930s. Its GDP sank 11% on av-
erage, one of the sharpest declines 
of any developed country and well 
ahead of the estimated world aver-
age of a 3.5% fall.  

Some Spanish provinces have 
fared much better or worse than 
others, however. Hardest hit are 
the Spanish islands and the Medi-
terranean Costas, according to    
a Bank of Spain survey published 
on Wednesday this week. 

Malaga, including the Costa del 
Sol, is the province on the main-
land that has seen its economy 
contract the most with a 17% fall. 
Only the two island groups fell 
further: the Balearics, by 27%, 

and the two Canary Islands prov-
inces - Las Palmas and Santa Cruz 
de Tenerife - by 21% and 19% re-
spectively.   

The Bank of Spain information 
reveals that only ten of the fifty 
Spanish provinces have seen a 
drop in economic activity that is 
worse than the 11% national av-
erage, although those ten hardest-
hit have larger populations and 
make up a third of the size of the 
country’s economy.   

The six most-affected provinces 
in order are: Balearics, Las Palmas, 
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Malaga, 
Gerona and Alicante. The Bank of 
Spain says they are charaterised 
by “the importance of the tourist 
sector, especially the part linked 
to foreign demand”. 

On the other hand, the regions 
with smaller falls in activity are 
those with least exposure to inter-
national tourism. These are the 
Extremadura region (with falls of 
5.3% in both Cáceres and Badajoz 
provinces) and the provinces in 
the Castilla-La Mancha region, as 
well as Zamora and Teruel. 

These areas also have a higher 
proportion of their day-to-day ac-
tivity made up of sectors less af-
fected by Covid-19, such as farm-
ing and the public sector, and their 
economy is less dependent on the 
movement of people. 

Malaga province sees 
its GDP sink the most 
of all mainland Spain 

NURIA TRIGUERO 
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INTERNATIONAL 

PILAR MARTÍNEZ.  Some of  
the world’s largest airlines in-
tend to implement a ‘health 
passport’ next month in an 
effort to revive the aviation 
sector and get passengers 
travelling again - and to do so 
safely. 

The Travel Pass is an Inter-
national Air Transport Asso-
ciation (IATA) initiative and 
consists of a mobile applica-
tion, currently under devel-
opment, which will allow trav-
ellers to store and manage Co-
vid-19 test or vaccination cer-
tificates. 

The association considers 
the app to be key to reopen-
ing borders without quaran-
tines and reactivating the 
aviation sector. 

Major airlines to 
launch an IATA 
digital Covid 
‘health passport’ 
in March

COSTA DEL SOL 

SUR.  The fifth largest airline fly-
ing to the Costa del Sol, Jet2.com, 
will not resume its operations 
until at least 15 April. 

The company had announced 
last October that it was suspend-
ing flights until 10 February, but 
has once again extended  
the date it plans to restart  
operations. 

“Due to the current uncer-
tainty and travel restrictions 
caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, we have made the deci-
sion to extend the suspension 
of flights until 14 April 2021 in-
clusive,” said the company, 
which flew 964,123 passengers 
to Malaga in 2019. 

The delay announcement af-
fects all Jet2.com’s international 
holiday operation. 

Jet2.com delays 
the restart of 
flights and holidays 
to the Costa until 
after 14 April 

BUSINESS AND FINANCE
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Stevie Nelson 

I read the article by Tony 
Bryant (SUR in English, 29 
January) about our great 
companion of the Costa en-
tertainment scene Stevie 
Nelson.  

It brought back a lot of 
memories for me. He is a 
great musician and even 
brighter wit. Get well Stevie, 
we all love you.  
FINION KENNY 

A living eulogy 

During the pandemic I 
have noticed that one of the 
big side effects of Covid-19 
has been loneliness and 
isolation. 

It  caused a lot of pain and 
suffering. The worst part be-
ing that loved ones, espe-
cially the old and infirm, 
have died with no family 
members around to hold 
their hands, to tell them they 
are loved, and just be there 
for them when they transi-
tion, hopefully to a better 
place. 

I came across an idea in 
a second-hand book I 
bought in-between lock-
downs that’s maybe of use, 
namely to write a living 

eulogy to friends and fam-
ily members - to tell them 
how much they are loved 
and liked while they are still 
here with us, and not said at 
their funeral when it’s too 
late. 

My wife has already done 
three. One to her elderly 
mother and another to her 
two sisters.  

She said, “Not enough 
people today show their 
loved ones how they really 
feel.” 

So I wrote my first living 
eulogy this week to one of 
my best friends ever. Tell-
ing him how valuable he is 
in my life.  How he makes a 
difference. 

At the moment it’s hard 
to reach out and hug some-
one, but a letter, an email, a 
phone call or social media 
can help to show that we 
care. That we really care. 

So on Saturday when my 
friend is 30,000 feet above 
Spain flying back to England 
due to Brexit, I am hoping 
that when he reads the let-
ter (to be opened half an 
hour after takeoff) that I will 
put a smile on his face, per-
haps a tear of joy. 

It’s the least I can do. 
ANTHONY RUIZ

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

A
good number of music 
studios around the 
world have a sign hang-

ing in the control room which 
reads “What would Neil Young 
do?” It’s a tribute to his much-
admired, no-nonsense approach 
to recording. Significantly, the 
same sign is never seen in dress-
ing rooms at live venues any-
where because the answer to the 
question in this context would 
probably be “play an intermina-
ble guitar solo that nobody ex-
cept baldy blokes who find it 
hard to get a girlfriend are in-
terested in”. Still, we always for-
give him these aberrations, re-
membering all of the sublime 
songs he’s recorded. 

The whole question took on a 
new twist last month when our 
friend Neil sold his entire back 
catalogue to a UK investment 
company for 150 million dollars. 
They have vowed to use his mu-
sic “tastefully”, apparently. Stand 
by, then, for Powderfinger ap-
pearing on washing detergent 
adverts and Old Man pushing 

pension schemes. 
Bob Dylan has sold his wares 

for 300 million dollars and Ste-
vie Nicks 80% of hers for a 
mere 100 million. I’ve done 
some rough calculations on this 
basis, and have come to the 
conclusion that, in relative 
terms, I’ll be able to offload all 
of my songs for about seven 
euros fifty and a couple of pints 
of lager. The big question here 
is, of course, why is all of this 
happening? 

Well, I did begin to research 
the subject on the internet but 
there were too many mentions 
of capital gains tax and some 
other mind-numbing stuff and, 
next thing I knew, I was waking 
up prostrate on the sofa, drib-
bling steadily down my new 
jumper. Anyway, surely it’s clear 
that the principal reason for 
these extraordinary sales is that 
recorded music doesn’t make 
any money anymore. Streaming 
services pay five dollars per sev-
enty gazillion plays; ok, that may 
not be an exact figure but it’s 

something along those lines. No-
body buys CDs these days and 
even if they did manage to find 
a record shop which hasn’t been 
converted into a coffee empo-
rium, they’d arrive home with 
their brand new purchase only to 
remember they haven’t had a 
CD player since 1998. 

The whole situation is com-
pounded by the fact that many 
people are quite happy to listen 
to music on their mobile tele-
phones, a practice which results 
in anything being played - from 
Mozart to McCartney - sound-
ing like a radio station that isn’t 
tuned in properly. Music has be-
come a kind of aural wallpaper, 
ever-present but barely stirring 
any emotion. Not to worry, be-
ing an eternal optimist, I have 
faith that all of this will change 
for the better over time as part 
of the natural order of things. 

In the meantime, however, 
we’re left in a kind of limbo. 
What would Neil Young do? Keep 
On Rockin’ In The Free World, I 
imagine.

Soft sell
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M
alaga and anyone who moves 
around in it are currently caught 
up in the controversy over the new 

bylaw that bans bikes and electric scooters 
from pavements and pedestrianised streets, 
forcing them out into dangerous traffic. 

I caught up with a cyclist, a driver and a pe-
destrian to see how they feel. 

The Cyclist: I never liked riding on the 
pavement, weaving my way among the pe-
destrians who have a habit of changing di-
rection suddenly and getting in the way, 
but I confess I did it. I can see how that’s a 
problem, but what do you do when the cy-

cle track just stops and turns into a pave-
ment? Now, on my regular journey across 
the city, to do things properly, I have to ride 
a bit on a cycle track, join the traffic on the 
road when the track ends, dismount to walk 
across a pedestrian crossing to reach the 
start of a new cycle track that ought to be 
connected with the first but isn’t. And the 
cycle tracks are great until you come across 
one of the many vans that use them as load-
ing bays, or the pedestrians with their heavy 
shopping trolleys who’ve realised that the 
tracks are smoother than the pavements, 
or the runners. As for the new 30km/h lanes 

where traffic must give priority to bikes 
and scooters, on one hand it gives me a 
feeling of being given the freedom the city 
- we cyclists can claim our place on the 
city’s roads. But so far I’ve preferred to get 
off and walk. 

The Driver: I must confess I don’t like 
bikes on the road. It’s annoying when you 
get behind one and have to chug along in 
first or when the rider wobbles and swerves 
in front of you. I admit I find it hard to stick 
to 30km/h on the new lanes and often go 
faster, but hardly any bikes use them any-
way. And I also admit that I’m not used to 
looking out for a cyclist on a cycle path at a 
crossing; I’m accustomed only to look out 
for movement at pedestrian speeds before 
pulling out. 

The Pedestrian: Thank goodness they’ve 
taken cyclists and scooters off the pave-
ments. They might claim they’re in control 
when they swerve round me, but I don’t 
know that. I confess, though, that I’ve some-

times stopped suddenly to chat, blocking a 
cycle track without realising, or crossed 
without looking. 

So, the answer lies in ‘convivencia’ as the 
Spanish beautifully say: everyone existing 
happily together, being respectful of each 
other, understanding the other’s position. 

But in this case, all three ought to under-
stand one another, because they are all the 
same person; they are all me. 

I am a cyclist, a driver and a pedestrian 
(no electric scooter yet). Many cyclists also 
drive cars, many drivers ride bikes and eve-
ryone walks to a certain extent.  

But we all take our roles very seriously, 
depending on which hat - or helmet - we’re 
wearing at the time. 

So city hall, let’s have those cycle tracks 
joined up, with separations that make it dif-
ficult for pedestrians to ‘invade’ them; and 
let’s have the 30km/h lanes cordoned off 
just for bikes and scooters... it’s for our own 
good, to save us from ourselves.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
RACHEL HAYNES

Three-way confession

Coach Pellicer, there‛s 
an animal rights  
demonstration  
outside  
La Rosaleda  
stadium!!!

That‛ll be 
because in 
our home 
games we 
run around 

like  
headless 
chickens



February 12th to 18th 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISH  15



16 February 12th to 18th 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISHLIFESTYLE

I t was a stroke of luck that she  
registered for that particular 
course, to gain some credits 

towards her Fine Arts studies at 
Granada university. She had done 
some work as an inker in the past, 
but when she began her degree 
she almost forgot about the world 
of comic cartoons. Then, one of 
her teachers at the university saw 
some of her work and told her, “You 
really ought to draw.” 

Carmen Carnero still can’t quite 
believe what has happened. She 
started focusing on that type of 
work again, went to endless fairs 
to showcase her skills, then to Lon-
don for an interview, passed 
through the doorway at Marvel, 
and now she is one of the Storm-
breakers, the new group of eight 
artists from all over the world who 
will be working on the future of the 
graphic novel. Carmen is now at 
the forefront of her type of art, and 
will share the privilege with Na-
tacha Bustos - also from Malaga. 
“Now you have another super-
power,” she says, winking at her.  

The editor-in-chief at Marvel, C. 
B. Cebulski, and creative director  
Joe Quesada, have said the com-
pany is thinking of giving its big-
gest projects to the group to “iden-
tify them as the next generation of 
elite artists” at Marvel. As well as 
Natacha and Carmen, the group 
includes Patrick Gleason, Josh Cas-
sara, Juann Cabal, R.B. Silva, Iban 
Coello and Peach Momoko.  

Their countries of origin, and 
even their opinions, are important 
to this project, Natacha says: “I 
think they were looking for another 
type of profile, with artists from 
different places and with different 
styles, and I think this diversity is 
really cool.” 

So, the Stormbreakers are tak-
ing over from the Young Guns pro-
gramme which Marvel launched 
in 2004 to promote its most prom-
ising artists, all of whom fitted a 
similar profile: white, American 
and male. Now, all the focus is on 
the work of these eight creators.  

“Marvel sets you a target, and 
puts the spotlight on you. Now I 
look at the people who were in 
Young Guns and if I become half 
of what they were, that would be 
more than welcome,” says Carmen.   

This 37-year-old has worked on 
series such as Captain Marvel, Spi-
derman: Miles Morales, X-Men, 
Hellions and Stars. “To be honest, 
I have no idea what my style is,” 
she says, laughing. “I don’t think 
it’s defined yet, and I wouldn’t like 
it to be already determined. I feel 
that artistically I am still young and 
before defining myself any more 
I would like to try a lot of different 
things, like using paint in the comic, 

or photography, or print... I’d like 
to be able to incorporate all these 
influences in my work”.   

In response to the same ques-
tion, Natacha says she is comfort-
able with a definition of her work 
that she heard some time back: 
pop realism. It is a style inherited 
by the cartoon aesthetic and she 
has exercised it in titles such as 
Spiderman: Miles Morales, Black 
Cat, and above all Moon Girl and 
Devil Dinosaur, the Marvel series 
in which she has participated since 
it began in 2015, and of which there 
have been more than 40 issues.  

Born in Ibiza in 1981 and 
brought up in Malaga, Natacha 
came back to the province after 
studying Fine Arts at Granada uni-
versity and trying to make a name 
for herself in the comic industry 
from Barcelona.  

“I’m really grateful to be part of 
this group,” she says. Like Carmen, 
she believes it is very important to 
“keep your feet on the ground”, 
even as one of the Stormbreakers.  

“If you work professionally in a 
particular market and you’re paid 
for your work, you can make a liv-
ing from comic books, but it is al-
ways going to depend on the jobs 
you’re given. You really have to put 
a great many hours in on this. I set 
myself a challenge some time ago 
to make a living this way, and it 
looks as if I’m on my way to doing 
that now,” she says.    

Job stability 
The contract with Marvel is a bless-
ing for these artists as it provides 
job stability, as the Stormbreakers 
are to be given different commis-
sions over the next few years.  

“It feels like being chosen as part 
of something like the Dream Team, 
and now we have to set to work,” 
says Natacha. “It’s really enjoyable. 

Nearly every day there are emails 
saying things like     ‘Today 

we’re going to draw front 
pages in the style of certain 
influences’, for example 
Black Panther. Right now 

it seems like a game, not as 
serious as we thought it 

would be, and much more fun. 
Also, when you know you have 

work coming in for the medium 
term, that gives you security,” she 
says.   

For Carmen, the surprise of be-
ing selected as one of the Storm-
breakers has still not worn off.  

“I’d been thinking that they 
wouldn’t keep me on at Marvel,” 
she says, “I still can’t get over the 
fact that I am now part of this 
group, when Spain has so many 
incredible cartoonists.” 

She is also well aware that it isn’t 
going to be easy. “You have to work 
really hard. You can be here today 
and not tomorrow. You have to 
work, and work, and work... you 
can’t sit back and relax”.  

For now, though, Carmen and 
Natacha are both living their 
dream, as elite artists at Marvel.  

The future of Marvel, 
drawn in Malaga

NATACHA 
BUSTOS

Few artists can 
boast of having 
drawn a series for 
Marvel. Natacha has 
done so with Moon 
Girl and Devil Dino-
saur, in more than 40 
issues. Spiderman: Miles 
Morales and Black Cat 

are other titles on 
which this creator, 

who loves doing 
cartoons, has 

participated.

ANTONIO  
JAVIER LÓPEZ 
 

 Comic books.  Natacha Bustos and Carmen 
Carnero are now among the 
Stormbreakers, the legendary company’s 
group of elite artists from all over the 
world who will lead it into the future 

This 37-year-old from 
Malaga avoids labels 
when putting a name to 
her style. Captain Mar-
vel, Spiderman: Miles 
Morales, X-Men, Hel-
lions and Stars are some 
of the series on which 
she has worked during a 
career which began 
almost by accident 
when she signed up for 
a particular course while 
studying for a degree in 
Fine Arts.

CARMEN  
CARNERO
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F
lames swept through the 
Windsor Tower, a sky-
scraper in the heart of 

the financial and business dis-
trict of Madrid, late on Saturday 
12 February 2005, completely 
destroying the 32-storey build-
ing. 

It was 11.30pm when the fire 
broke out on the 21st  floor. 
However, investigations 
showed that it had 
been burning for 
some time before 
it was detected.  

The building’s 
fire alarm system 
was not working as 
it was in the proc-
ess of being up-
dated to comply 

with new fire safety laws, hav-
ing been installed when the 
tower was completed in 1979.  

The fire quickly spread up-
wards, affecting first the eight 
floors immediately above the 
21st, where flames were visible. 
Broken windows and debris 
started to fall to the ground from 
the top floors.  

The official investigation never 
established the cause of the fire 
although one theory was that an 
employee had been smoking in 
the offices of consultants Deloitte 
where the blaze started. How-
ever, the investigation never con-

firmed whether there were 
people in the tower at 

the time or not.  
U n a n s w e r e d  

questions about 
the fire have fed 
a number of theo-
ries over the 
years. 

There were no 
casualties al-
though three fire-

men were treated for smoke 
inhalation. 

Madrid’s main El Corte Inglés 
store had to be evacuated of all 
cleaning staff on the Saturday 
night. 

Eighteen fire engines were the 
first to arrive, followed by a fur-
ther 15 vehicles. It was not un-
til after 5pm the following day, 

however, that the flames finally 
died down.  

A large area around the build-
ing was cordoned off, which pre-
vented around 600,000 office 
and shop staff from going to work 
and brought all commercial and 
financial activity in the Azca dis-
trict to a standstill. El Corte Inglés 
remained closed for several 

weeks. 
A crisis committee set up by 

Madrid City Hall announced  the 
following Monday that the tower 
would be demolished. 

The demolition of Windsor 
Tower was completed in August 
2005, and a 23-story replace-
ment called Torre Titania was 
built from 2007 to 2011. 

Madrid’s Windsor Tower goes up in flames
Torre Tower 
Edificio Building 

Rascacielos Skyscraper 

Llamas Flames 

Arder To burn 

Humo Smoke 

Incendio Fire 

Bomberos Fire brigade 

Actualizar To update 

Seguridad Safety 

Teoría Theory 

Oficina Office 

Hormigón Concrete 

Inhalación Inhalation 

Ventana Window 

Deslojar To evacuate 

Fachada Façade 
Normativa Regulations 

Planta Storey

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?
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there were people in 
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the fire broke out 
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GARDENING

Most gardeners are familiar with 
stonecrop, also called sedum or 
ice plant, which has become a 
very popular, low maintenance 
succulent found in many gar-
dens. Purple stonecrop, botani-
cal name Hylotelephium tele-
phium (atropurpureum group) 
is not quite so common, but is 
a stunningly beautiful plant with 
the same easy-to-care-for char-

acteristics. 
Purple stonecrop has broad, 

deep-purple leaves, (turning 
almost black as they mature), 
on dark-red stems and masses 
of pink, star-shaped flowers 
throughout the summer and 
into autumn. It forms a dense, 
compact clump in 
spring which 
gradually  

opens out with the weight of 
the flower buds at the ends of 
the branches. Sometimes the 
central part of the clump is left 
bare but this can be fixed by 
doing what is known as a Chel-
sea chop, cutting back a third 
of the stems in May, around the 

time of the Chelsea Flower 
Show in the UK. It may 

seem harsh as a third 
of the flowering 

stems will be re-
moved, but the 
resulting new 
growth will pre-
vent the clump 
from losing its 
compact shape.  

Like all succu-
lents, it will with-

stand short periods 
of drought but occa-

sional watering when the 
soil has dried out is advis-

able. Although not fussy about 
soil type, it must be well-
drained; sedum roots do not 
like to get waterlogged. A good 
location is a spot where it will 
receive full sun most of the 
day, with a small amount of 
shade in the afternoon.  

Purple stonecrop dies back 
to the ground in winter but the 
brown flower heads can be left 
on until early spring as they 
are quite ornamental. Stone-
crop doesn’t need a lot of feed-
ing; once every other year is 
enough.  

Every two to three years the 
clump can be divided to pro-
duce new plants. Lift the whole 
plant out of the ground and 
chop through using a spade 
or sharp knife. Replant straight 
away.  

The flowers of the stone-
crop produce lots of nectar 
and are very attractive to bees 
and butterflies. No part of the 
plant is poisonous, not to hu-
mans or animals. 

Purple stonecrop

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Hylotelephium atropurpureum and close up (inset). WIKIMEDIA 

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

The Spanish call this plant ‘planta del dinero’ (money plant) but it 
is also called Swedish ivy in English although it is not related to 
the ivy family. This photo was sent in by Maria Hillen.

Plectranthus verticillatus

MARIA HILLEN

The false sasparilla or purple coral pea, botanical name Harden-

bergia violacea, is a member of the pea family and native to Aus-
tralia. This photo was sent in by reader Linda Riseborough who 
has this vining plant in her garden.  

Hardenbergia violacea
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EXHIBITIONS 

Fran Doblas 

TORREMOLINOS. Until 14 February. 

Casa de la Navajas. 

‘Escapar Hacia Dentro’ is a project 

started during quarantine last March 

and records, via photos and collages 

compiled by the artist, how individu-

als managed the lockdown.   

Torremolinos Street Art 
TORREMOLINOS. Caseta Municipal 

de Asociaciones. 

The iniciative, which includes work-

shops and activities for people 

between 14 and 35, will include exhi-

bitions of hip hop and break dance. On 

13 February and 13 March there will be 

workshops on creating graffiti, urban 

dance and customising tee-shirts. To 

register email: juventud@torremoli-

nos.es or call: 659 870 542. 

Cuerdas del Viento con Máscaras 
de Tiempo 
FUENGIROLA. Until 26 February. 

Casa de la Cultura. 

Argentinian artist Luz Ortiz de Rozas 

is exhibiting a selection of her imagi-

native works. 

Alfonso J Marín 
MIJAS. Until 15 February. Casa Museo 

de Mijas. 

Local artist Alfonso J Marín will be 

displaying some of his sculptures. 

Ten years without Juan Antonio 
MIJAS. Until 1 March. Centro Cultural, 

La Cala de Mijas. 

Ten years have passed since the dis-

appearance of 32-year-old climber 

and experienced speleologist Juan 

Antonio Gómez Alarcón. He vanished 

on 20 July, 2010 while walking from 

Ojén back to his house in Mijas, a 

route he knew well. The exhibition 

includes photographs of the missing 

man as well as details of the search.  

3D tour of museum 
COÍN. Online. 

The Centro Antonio Reyna Manescau, 

dedicated to the 19th-century Coín-

born painter, has opened its doors to 

the whole world by creating a virtual 

tour of its exhibition rooms. Find the 

link halfway down the page on 

http://turismocoin.com/ 

Malaga Picasso Museum 
MALAGA. Museo Picasso Málaga, 

Calle San Agustín.  

Although currently closed due to the 

pandemia, it is possible to see works 

from the Meret Oppenheim exhibi-

tion in the museum on the website 

www.museopicassomalaga.org under 

‘exposiciones digitales’. 

Centre Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

Although currently closed due to the 

pandemic, it is possible to see some 

of the exhibitions on the website 

https://centrepompidou-malaga.eu/ 

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 9.30 - 

2.30pm. 7-9pm Tuesday to Friday. 

9.30am-9pm Saturday and Sunday. 

The past collections of the Thyssen 

museum can be viewed online at 

www.carmenthyssenmalaga.org 

Museo Revello  de Toro 
MALAGA.  C/Afligidos. 

Félix Revello de Toro is a distin-

guished Malaga artist. Around 117 of 

his works are on display in the 

museum. Although currently closed 

due to the pandemic, it is possible to 

see some of his works on display in 

the museum on the website 

www.museorevellodetoro.net 

Museum Jorge Rando  
MALAGA. C/ Cruz del Molinillo. 

www.museojorgerando.org 

Expressionist museum of work by 

painter and sculptor Jorge Rando. 

Although currently closed due to the 

pandemia, it is possible to see some 

of the exhibitions on the website. 

www.jorgerando.org 

JENNIE RHODES 

RIOGORDO. This year’s Rio-
gordo olive festival, La Moli-
enda, will be held online. The 
event is taking place tomor-
row, Saturday 13 February. 

The festival will start with 
ideas and recipes for a Medi-
terranean breakfast incorpo-
rating extra virgin olive oil 
from the renowned Malaga 
chef Daniel Garcia Peinado. 
This will be followed by a 
virtual tour of the olive groves 
around Riogordo.  

Dr Simon Poole will present 
a live presentation and Q&A 
on zoom: Health and Well-be-
ing Beyond the Pandemic - the 
Case for the Sustainable 
Mediterranean Diet Reset. 
Simon Poole MBBS DRCOG is 
a Cambridge based medical 
doctor and authority on the 
science and application of the 
Mediterranean diet. 

To register visit Facebook - 
La Molienda de Riogordo 
where you will find a link to 
the event. Or email: lamolien-
dariogordo@gmail.com

La Molienda goes online 

The original olive press at Riogordo museum.  J. R.

Street Art, Torremolinos
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EXHIBITIONS 

Galería Benedito  

MALAGA. Calle Niño de Guevara. 

The current exhibition of works by 

Juan Tenorio consists of a series of 

landscapes of New York and London 

full of colour and movement. They 

can be viewed, as well as other art 

works, on the gallery web site: gale-

riabeneditoshop.com 

La Térmica 
MALAGA.  La Térmica. Free.  

Although currently closed due to the 

pandemia, it is possible to see some 

of the exhibitions on the website 

www.latermicamalaga.com 

Being With Trees 
GIBRALTAR. Until 13 March. Gustavo 

Bacarisas Gallery.  

This exhibition will showcase around 

100 works from over 40 artists. 

These form part of the internation-

ally acclaimed group of artists The 

Arborealists. Email: info@culture.gi. 

Sobre la Mujer 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. Until 8 

March. La Casa Fuerte Bezmiliana.  

Twenty-eight art works in different 

styles and media all on the theme of 

women.   

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

Fran Perea 

MIJAS. 20 February, 8pm doors open 

from 7pm. Teatro Las Lagunas. 15€. 

Canciones para salvarme is the title 

of this concert by Malaga musician 

and actor Fran Perea. More informa-

tion: https://lacocheraentradas.com/ 

TALKS / LECTURES 

The Arts Society Benahavís 

BENAHAVÍS. Lectures online.  

The lectures are broadcast online using 

Zoom for members and supporters.  

theartssocietybenahavis.com 

23 February. Oscar Wilde – Up close 

by Giles Ramsay. “I put all my genius 

into my life; I put only my talent into 

my works.” I examine the public and 

private life of one of the world’s most 

original and controversial artists. 

Born into a moderately respectable 

Dublin family Oscar Wilde recreated 

himself as an international celebrity 

and wrote a series of short stories 

and plays that charmed the world. In 

1890 he also published the last of 

the great myths – The Picture of 

Dorian Gray. Ten years later Wilde, 

devoured by his fame, his demons 

and his decadence, would be dead. 

Visitors can register for 10€ at graci-

esvilla@gmail.com 

The Arts Society de la Frontera 
SAN ROQUE. Lectures online.  

The Arts Society de la Frontera 

streams lectures to its members via 

Zoom. Free for members, 12€ for visi-

tors. Visitors can register by contact-

ing lucianaobrien1@gmail.com 

17 February, 11am. The Silk Road and 

the Sea: China’s Windows on the 

World, presented by Ann Haworth. 

CHARITY 

ARCH 

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE. Open every 

Sunday 9am - 2pm.  

The ARCH team at the Rescue Centre 

for Horses and Donkeys has resumed 

its popular Sunday open mornings. 

Visitors can come and meet the vol-

unteers and the current residents. 

More information on Facebook: Cen-

tro Andalusi de Rescate de Caballos 

or www.horserescuespain.org 

MORE IDEAS 

Lux Mundi  

FUENGIROLA. Fridays, 10am - 1pm. 

Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre, 

C/Nueva 3.  

Only the Boutique open at the 

moment in the Lux Mundi Centre. 

Opening hours: Tuesday to Saturday 

10am to 1pm. Call: 952474840 or 

e-mail: luxmundif@gmail.com. 

Taizé Prayer. 18 February, 7pm. 

Nuestra Señora del Carmen church.  

25 February, 7.45pm. San José 

church. 

Taizé prayer is a monthly invitation 

to join in prayer. Send an email to 

be included in them.  

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR. Fridays, 11am - 

1pm. Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre, 

Avda Moscatel.  

Coffee mornings with coffee, tea or 

fruit juice with a piece of cake. A bou-

tique with a range of new and nearly 

new clothing and accessories and 

also a wide stock of second hand 

English books.  

Craft Group. Mondays, 10am-1pm in 

the centre. The craft group will be 

making cards in various styles includ-

ing Iris paper folding, decoupage and 

other projects. 5€. 

Diver Arte for children   
TORREMOLINOS. Until 8 May, 12-

1.30pm. Centro Cultural Pablo Ruiz 

Picasso.  

Art workshops dedicated to the His-

tory of Art for children. Painting and 

creativity workshops and exhibitions 

of works. Registration at the centre 

or call: 952053835. 

Natura Málaga 
MALAGA. 14-16 May.  Palacio de 

Ferias y Congresos, Malaga. 

The annual health and sustainable 

living fair is planning to be held in 

May as usual in Malaga Congreso 

centre. This year it will include the 

new Naturauto, where the latest in 

ecological and sustainable vehicles 

will be on display. There will also be 

stands promoting a variety of prod-

ucts, workshops and conferences. 

www.naturamalaga.com

The culture agenda will 
include a photographic 
exhibition, a jazz 
concert and 
performances by the 
Municipal Band 

TONY BRYANT  

FUENGIROLA. Fuengirola town 
hall has announced a series of 
free cultural events that will 
take place throughout Febru-
ary. The schedule, which will 
be staged at different loca-
tions in the town, will include 
exhibitions, performances of 
the Municipal Band and a jazz 
concert by celebrated singer 
Javier Ojeda.  

The inauguration of a 
collective photographic exhi-
bition hosted by students of 
the Municipal Photography 
Workshop will take place at 
the Collective Image Studio at 
5pm today (Friday). Reflec-
tions of a Crisis is a visual 
example of the economic 
consequences of the pan-
demic. The exhibition can be 
visited on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays from 
7.30pm until 9.30pm until 15 
March.  

Javier Ojeda, singer of 

iconic 1980s pop band Danza 
Invisible, will present his 
latest project at the Palacio de 
la Paz Auditorium on Satur-
day 13th February.  Ojeda has 
teamed up with several re-
nowned musicians to present 
an afternoon of jazz, which 
will begin at midday. The 
concert will be limited to 200 
people. 

Lovers of traditional brass 
band music can enjoy two 
concerts by the Fuengirola 

Municipal Band. The first 
concert will take place at the 
Palacio de la Paz at midday on 
Sunday 21. A second concert 
will be held in the Plaza Pedro 
Cuevas in Los Boliches on the 
following Sunday (28) at 
12.30pm in order to mark 
Andalucíaa Day.  

Covid-19 measures will be 
in force at all events and 
reservations must be made on 
www.fuengirola.es or by 
phoning 952 58 93 52. 

Javier Ojeda will offer an afternoon of jazz this weekend.  SUR.

Cultural month kicks off this 
weekend in Fuengirola 

Women, Rincón de la Victoria

The Silk Road, lecture Natura Málaga, Malaga
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W
hen a blonde 
baby is born 
to dark-
haired par-
ents, mem-

bers of the family cast their 
minds back to see which grand-
parents or great-grandparents 
had blonde hair, as if to justify 
this difference which has 
‘skipped’ a generation or two. In 
fact, it is not unusual for this to 
happen. It is often the case that 
one child in a family ‘takes after’ 
their father or mother and an-
other doesn’t seem to resemble 
anybody on either side. Actually, 
they do, but rather than a physi-
cal similarity it might be in the 
way they walk, their skill at solv-
ing maths problems, being a born 
leader or quite the opposite. 

“Physical similarities are ob-
viously determined by genes, so 
if your parents have blue eyes it 
is very probable that yours will 
be blue as well. And the same ap-
plies if your parents are very 
short, have a high IQ or if your 
father loses his hair before he is 
30.  

“In terms of character it is 
more difficult to determine how 
much is inherited and how much 
is learned, but the basic person-
ality traits like extroversion, in-
troversion or an aggressive tem-
perament do have a high percent-
age of heritability,” says Dr Juan 
José Tellería, secretary of the 
Spanish Human Genetics Asso-
ciation (AEGH) and lecturer at 
Valladolid University.    

To a large extent, then, we are 

 How much is 
genetic?    

all like our parents, but who we 
are is also the result of environ-
mental factors. For example: “If 
you separate twins and take them 
to live in different countries, you 
will see how their physical simi-
larities gradually diminish be-
cause of those different environ-
ments. The food in each country, 
sports habits, whether or not we 
smoke, the infections we suffer 
during our lives, all those mould 
our physical appearance. It will 
not change the shape of our nose 
or ears, but it will affect weight, 
the risk of contracting vascular 
illnesses, the early appearance 
of wrinkles, etc,” he explains. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

The ‘lottery’ of eye colour’ 

It is the amount of melanin that 
determines eye colour, and that 
depends on genetics. “If the fa-
ther and mother have blue eyes 
it is highly probable that their 
daughter will as well, but if one 
parent’s eyes are a different col-
our, the child might take after ei-
ther of them,” says Dr Tellería.  

In fact, the blue and green col-
our in eyes is actually the result 
of a lack of tonality in the iris. 
“This blue colour is the result of 
how light is diffracted in the eye. 
It is like the so-called blue sea. 
The sea isn’t blue, it just looks as 
if it is,” he says.   

Returning to the subject of in-
herited traits, although it comes 
as a surprise if two parents with 
brown eyes have a blue-eyed 
child, there is a biological expla-
nation. 

“Eye colour is determined by 
a dozen genes, so the final result 
will depend on how those genes 
are combined. Your father re-
ceived genetic load from your 
grandfather and grandmother, 
and you receive it from your fa-
ther and your mother. If your pa-
ternal grandmother had blue eyes 
and those genes carry more 
weight in you, you will inherit the 
colour of your grandmother’s 
eyes. It’s as if that genetic load 
had been hidden, because it was 
different in your father and he 
has brown eyes, but the blue tone 
reappears in the granddaugh-
ter”.  

Snub nose, sign of identity  
“Facial morphology such as 
the shape of the nose, the 
ears and the chin is deter-
mined by genes, although 
that doesn’t necessarily 
mean you are going to have 
the same ears as your par-
ents. Just like the eyes or 
any other physical trait, the 
genes involved in deter-
mining the shape of the 
ears may have combined 
in such a way that this as-
pect has not replicated. 
But in the case of iden-
tical twins, if one has 
a snub nose, for ex-
ample, the other 
will as well, be-
cause they 
share 100 
per cent 
of their 
D N A .  
W h i l e  
i n  
t h o s e  
w h o  
c o m e  
from dif-
ferent ova 
there is no 
reason for 
them to resem-
ble each other much 
because they only share 50 
per cent of their genome,” says 
Dr Tellería.   

Even the way we walk! 
Every physical aspect can be in-
herited, and this includes even 
more than people imagine. 
The amount of hair we have 
and how likely it is to fall 
out, the strength of our 
nails, length of eyelashes 
and fingers, moles on our 
skin... even our way of 
walking. The way we walk 
is not a gesture, or not just 
a gesture, but “has to do 

with bone structure, and that is 
something strongly influenced 
by the genes”, says Dr Tellería.  

Height has nothing to do with  
the food we eat 
Is my daughter going to be tall? 
Many parents keenly await 
paediatric check-
ups, to see if 
their little 
one is 
g o i n g  

to be taller than average. But 
spurts in growth, beyond those 
which are normal at each age, 
depend a great deal on what a 
child has inherited from his or 
her parents.  

“Height is extremely inherit-
able and in developed coun-

tries where there 
are no nutri-

YOLANDA 
VEIGA

 Genes  determine our eye colour, 
but also whether we have tooth 
decay, how much hair we have and 
even how cross we get
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tional problems it is almost ex-
clusively down to genes,” says Dr 
Tellería. 

“In developing countries, on 
the other hand, environmental 
factors do have more of an influ-
ence. Imagine a poor country 
where one child is well-fed and 
another goes hungry. The first 
will certainly grow taller, and this 
height difference will be not so 
much due to genes as to envi-
ronmental factors, in this case 
better nutrition. In Spain we do 
not have these differences, so if 
a child is short it is because his 
or her parents are as well,” says 
Dr Tellería. That may be the case 
nowadays, but in times of hun-
ger such as during the post-war 
period, the environmental influ-
ence did make a difference. The 
proof of this is that the later gen-
erations, who have not been 
through such hard times, are 
taller.  

Tooth decay can also be 
‘inherited’  
Tooth enamel, the propensity to 
suffer dental caries... these are 
aspects where genetics have an 
influence, although so does the 
environment. “If your parents 
have a sweet tooth you will grow 
up thinking it is normal to eat 
sweet things so you will be more 
likely to have tooth decay, not 
just because your parents do but 
because you have ‘inherited’ 
habits which favour them, in this 

case a taste for sugar. The same 
applies to dental hygiene. In 
homes where people clean their 
teeth regularly, children present 
fewer dental problems,” explains 
this specialist. 

CHARACTER 

It starts in the womb 

Our family conditions the way 
we are, even the career we study 
for, which is why we have ‘sagas’ 
of doctors, lawyers, family busi-

How does 

DNA ‘work’?  

“We have more 
than 22,000 genes 
and when we are 
born we receive two 
copies of each, from 
our mother and our 
faher. The genes 
are information 
and, depending on 
how each cell uses 
these genes, the re-
sult is one thing or 

another. That’s why 
two brothers with 
the same biological 
parents may not 
look alike. The 
functioning of the 
genetic can be com-
pared with an or-
chestra. The instru-
ments are always 
the same, but de-
pending on how 
they are combined, 
the melody 
changes,” says Dr 
Juan José Tellería.

nesses, etc. It is not easy to dis-
tinguish how much of that is in-
herited and how much is 
learned: “However a study car-
ried out by American researcher 
Ned A. Dochtermann of the Uni-
versity of North Dakota says 52 
per cent of character traits de-
pend on genes,” says Dr Tellería. 
He also says the influence is no-
table from the beginning: “What 
the foetus experiences inside 
the womb affects the way it de-
velops. A woman who suffers ill-
treatment produces a high level 
of stress hormones, cortisol, and 
it would not be exceptional for 
that baby to suffer neurological 
problems, personality disorders 
or attention deficit,” he warns.   

Extroversion is a given trait 
We inherit our basic personality 
traits and they will determine 
whether someone is extrovert or 
introvert, passive or active, or-
ganised or disorganised, medi-
tative, persistent, or reflective. 
“Aggressive temperaments are 
also inherited,” says the doctor.  

 

Intelligence 

“It’s curious, but if twins are sepa-
rated and brought up in differ-
ent environments and are then 
given an IQ test at the age of 20, 
the result will be practically the 
same. However, if the family in 
which they live has adopted a 
child and he or she and the bio-
logical child of that family are 
educated in exactly the same way, 
their results in the IQ test will dif-
fer because genes have a greater 
weight than their environment,” 
says Dr Tellería. 

However, he also says that in-
telligence will not become evi-
dent until adolescence. “In the 
pre-school stage the genetic in-
fluence on intelligence in chil-
dren is no more than 30 per cent, 
but it rises to over 70 per cent 
when they reach the age of 18 to 
20. That is when this genetic in-
heritance flourishes and the dif-
ferences between people become 
more obvious. That sometimes 

goes against our wishes, but in-
telligence, just like being tall or 
short, seems to be a matter of ge-
netics.” 

The environmental factor ob-
viously does have an influence: 
an environment that favours 
studying will contribute to bet-
ter academic results even though 
someone doesn’t have a very high 
IQ.  

“My parents were Physics and 
Maths teachers and I have the 
same way of processing informa-
tion as they have, but if my fam-
ily had not had the means to al-
low me to study or if I had sim-
ply not grown up in a suitable en-
vironment for study, I would 
never have been able to become 
a doctor,” says Juan José Tellería, 
as an example.  

Elite athlete parent, 
professional sportsman son  

An elite athlete has to have a spe-
cific personality: they have to be 
persistent, be prepared for hard 
work and able to set an aim in 
the long term and work to achieve 
it, at a time when most young 
people tend to want immediate 
satisfaction. These are basic per-
sonality traits which are inher-
ited, so it is not unusual that in 
a family where a parent is an elite 
athlete, the children will become 
the same.   

I recognise that gesture... 
“You move your head just like 
your father,” or “You make the 
same gestures as your mother.” 
People often say this to us but it 
has nothing to do with genetics. 
Gestures are learned. The lan-
guage that accompanies gestures, 
however, the verbal one, is an-
other matter. “That is tremen-
dously heritable, because the abil-
ity to dominate a language is a 
superior ability of the brain and 
is strongly related to intelligence,” 
says Dr Tellería.  

Roles can be replicated, but 
that is not because of DNA  
“Everybody occupies a place in 
society, has a type of role: one 
might be a leader, another a col-
laborator, someone always causes 
trouble and another is always 
ready to lend a hand, and that 

tends to happen in generations 
of families,” says the doctor. 
“Something similar occurs with 
the social niche one occupies: if 
a family is led by parents who are 
leaders in their field or in their 
business, it is probable that these 
behaviours will be replicated in 
their children, and that happens 
whether your father is a police 
officer or shopkeeper. It doesn’t 
have to do with genetics so much, 
but what you have seen and 

learned, and how comfortable 
you feel in that social environ-
ment. And you do feel comfort-
able because it is an environment 
you know, because you have lived 
with it at home.” 
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N ext Tuesday is Shrove 
Tuesday, Pancake Day, a 
day traditionally before 

the start of Lent, when people  
made basic pancakes to use up 
eggs and fat before starting the 
Lenten fast.  

Although time and many gen-

erations of cooks have refined and 
improved the basic recipe, pan-
cakes and crepes are derived from 
one of the oldest methods of mak-
ing bread. To make them doesn’t 
need a lot of skill or experience, 
unlike other doughs, and they are 
therefore perfect for introducing 

children to cooking as they love 
the soft texture and neutral flavour.  

Thanks to archaeologist Amaia 
Arranz-Otaegui, there is evidence 
that flat breads are so ancient that  
their origin predates the devel-
opment of agriculture and there-
fore the cultivation of wheat. The 

charred crumbs that her dig 
found in one of the oldest kitch-
ens in the world in north Jordan  
are around 14,000 years old.    
Around this fire pit were flat 
stones that suggest that the 
crumbs, whose ingredients in-
cluded wild wheat (Triticum 

nonococcum), water and some 
dried, ground root vegetable, were 
from flat breads cooked on these 
stones.  

After the arrival of agriculture, 
the selection and diversification 
of wheat varieties began but it took 
another seven to ten thousand 
years for bread flour to appear. In 
other words, humans were eating 
porridge and flat breads of differ-
ent compositions long before 
‘bread’ as we know it, was made.   

Ancient-style flatbreads are 
still found in most cultures. When 
the main ingredient consists of 
flour from cereals, beans or seeds 
that lack the gluten needed to 
keep them spongy once baked, 
they are sometimes used like 
bread, to soak up gravy and to 
wrap other foods. This is the case 
with Mexican maíz tortillas, the 
huge African injeras (Ethiopia, 
Eritrea, Sudan), dosas from the 
south of India and south east Asia 
(made from rice and bean flour), 
and the Breton crepes in France, 
made from buckwheat flour. Rus-
sian blinis are now made from 
wheat flour as well as other in-
gredients including yeast, but 
their humble original formula 
consisted of cooking fermented 
oat paste in a frying pan.  

In other cases, such as the 
French crepe or its many equiva-
lents across Europe, wheat flour 
is used and the batter is enriched 
with various ingredients such as 
milk, brandy or beer, sugar and 
butter and in Galicia, pigs blood. 

The humble, but in its own way 
sophisticated crepe is the result 
of enriching a very basic dough 
for special occasions. In fact, As-
turian frixuelos and Galician fil-
loas are related to carnival fes-
tivities, just as American pan-
cakes were originally. French 
crepes are traditionally associ-
ated with the Feast of Candlemas; 
Chandeleur, which commemo-
rates the Child Jesus being pre-
sented in the temple, and blinis, 
with Maslenitsa, which celebrates 
the return of the sun in spring. 

Small pancakes or tortitas, in 

 Ancient recipe.  Pancakes and 
crepes are derived from one of 
the oldest methods of making 
bread

Pancakes 
from humble 
origins 

W  Chocolate version.  
A pancake made with  
cocoa powder and filled 

with chocolate spread.

W   Pancakes and 

crepes are easy to 
make and use few 
ingredients.

ESPERANZA 
PELÁEZ
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all their different forms, are usu-
ally made with some type of rais-
ing agent which can be obtained 
by using beer or water from fer-
mented cereals, using stiffly 
beaten egg whites, a chemical 
agent or yeast. The batter is left 
thicker and left to rest longer. 

To make crepes all that is 
needed is to mix water with nearly 
any type of flour and cook it in a 
greased frying pan. For best re-
sults, the mixture must be beaten 

well to get rid of any lumps and 
left to rest so that the flour can 
soak up some of the liquid. If you 
want to enjoy more intense fla-
vours, try grinding whole grains 
or seeds in a coffee grinder. This 
is especially worth doing for buck-
wheat as it is high in fat and the 
flour goes rancid quickly. Not only 
will you achieve a better taste but 
also the mucilage contained in 
the grain which binds the flour  
will develop better.  

Traditional recipes for Breton 
pancakes only used flour and wa-
ter but the addition of egg (unless 
you’re vegan) creates a better bat-
ter. If you want to avoid using eggs, 
make smaller pancakes or torti-
tas as they are less likely to break 
up on cooking. Alternatively, add 
a little mashed banana to the bat-
ter or add a teaspoon of cornflour. 
Always use a non-stick pan or 
griddle, grease it well and make 
sure the surface of the pancake 
is dry before turning it over.  

You can also add sugar and 
spices to the batter or even grated 
fruit. Pancakes and crepes offer 
the chance to be creative so get 
prepared to start experimenting  
on Tuesday. 

Anyone  
for soup?

A
re you a soup per-
son? There are peo-
ple who like, even 

adore, soup, and there are 
those who would not care if 
they never saw a plate again 
for the rest of their lives. 

But while accepting that 
soup is liquid food, can it 
ever be as exciting as roast 
suckling pig or coq au vin?  

If we are dieting, perhaps 
soup is a good option, al-
though on second thoughts 
perhaps not, unless we make 
it ourselves.  

Many restaurant soups 
come overcharged with 
butter and cream, and we 
can never really be sure what 
they contain, although a 
good stock should be the 
basis for any worthwhile 
soup. 

Soups around the world 
If you are German, soup is 
never far from your thoughts 
at mealtimes, and not to be 
served soup when invited to 
a German home will proba-
bly mean that the hosts are 
not keen either.  

Eastern European ‘soups’ 
are thicker and meatier than 
the classic more liquidy ver-
sions, and, rather like 
Spain’s satisfying ‘sopa de 
pescado’ (fish soup), are ac-

tually broths containing 
vegetables, potatoes and 
meat or fish.  

Nothing is less appetising 
than a dish of watery fluid 
with only a sprig of parsley 
for decoration. 

And if you are Jewish you 
will instinctively believe 
chicken soup to be ‘mother’s 
penicillin’, a cure-all for 
practically anything short of 
a sprained ankle.  

If you are Chinese of 
course you will eat your soup 
at the end of the meal rather 
than at the beginning.  

Spain is unique for its cold 
soups: gazpacho, ajoblanco, 
aguacate, etc, and, particu-
larly in the summer, these 
are hard to refuse. 

ANDREW J. LINN 

Monte Real Blanco Fermentado 

en Barrica 

Rioja is for red wines, right? 
Well yes, until recently, but 
now, to many people’s sur-
prise, there are some excel-
lent whites being made.  
Barrel-fer-
mented 
rather 
than stain-
less-steel 
tank-fer-
mented, 
this fine 
example 
made by 
Bodegas 
Riojanas, 
costs a 
laughable 
5.20 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

While accepting that 
soup is a liquid food, 

can it ever be as 
exciting as roast 

suckling pig or coq 
au vin?

B
uckwheat is a highly nu-
tritious pseudo-cereal 
that has been cultivated 

for around 6,000 years. It is a 
good source of protein and fi-
bre, magnesium, copper and 
manganese as well as the B vi-
tamins riboflavin (B2) and nia-

cin (B3). It contains all the nine 
essential amino acids that hu-
mans need but can only get in 
food and contains no gluten, so 
is ideal for people who have 
gluten intolerance. These pan-
cakes can be served with sweet 
or savoury fillings.   

BUCKWHEAT PANCAKES  

Ingredients 
 250g buckwheat flour or buckwheat 
grains 

500ml water 

2 medium eggs 

40g melted butter 

Pinch of salt.  

Method  

At least two and a half hours be-
fore making the pancakes, grind 
the buckwheat grains (if using) 
into a fine flour using a coffee 
grinder. Buckwheat is a soft 
grain and therefore easy to grind 
although the result may not be 
as fine as purchased flour. Mix 
the flour with the rest of the in-
gredients.  Leave the mixture to 
rest for at least two hours so that 
the flour can absorb the liquid 
and thicken. The mixture should 
be thick enough to cover the 
back of a spoon. Heat a greased 
frying pan and pour in a little of 
the mixture to thinly cover the 
base of the pan. cook over a 
moderate heat. There is no need 
to flip the pancake, the filling 
(ham, egg and cheese) can be 
placed on top and heated 
through.

Buckwheat pancakes

RECIPE 

W   Small pancakes 

can be stacked or 

filled in layers.
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Real Zaragoza made 
the most of slack 
marking to extend 
Malaga’s winless run at 
La Rosaleda to three 
and a half months  

MALAGA. It is now three and a half 
months since Malaga last won a 
game at home, with Real Zara-
goza the latest team to take all 
three points from La Rosaleda on 
Sunday evening. 

A poor defensive display from 
Sergio Pellicer’s team cost them 
any chance of victory, with the 
visitors rarely required to exert 
themselves having taken the lead 
as a result of double lapse as early 
as the 11th minute. First, Juan 
Narváez escaped the attentions of 
Ismael Casas far too easily on the 
goal line before he was able to 
chip a cross to the middle of the 
area where James Igbekeme eas-
ily won a header against Alexan-

der González. 
A poorly executed offside trap 

nearly allowed Narváez to get on 
the scoresheet himself moments 
later but the forward remarka-
bly missed the target in the one-
on-one with keeper Juan Sori-
ano. 

Zaragoza, who came into the 
game with the worst away record 
in the division, doubled their lead 

just before half time when de-
fender Carlos Vigaray, completely 
unmarked, headed home Sergio 
Bermejo’s freekick from the right. 

In search of a way back into 
the game, Pellicer altered 
Malaga’s formation in the second 
half, ditching the back five which 
had struggled in the first half and 
brought on winger Joaquín 
Muñoz for a bit of added attack-

ing impetus. However, with Za-
ragoza sitting on a comfortable 
two-goal lead, Malaga lacked the 
creativity to unlock the door. 

A goal finally did come in the 
final ten minutes through an un-
likely source. Holding midfielder 
Luis Muñoz unleashed a thun-
derbolt from 20 yards into the 
top corner to give his side hope. 
That, though, quickly evaporated 

when Pablo Chavarría’s header 
sailed over the bar and with it all 
hope of a comeback. 

“We lacked decisiveness,” was 
Pellicer’s post-match conclusion. 
“We didn’t make the most of the 
spaces nor win enough second 
balls. We have to be more aggres-
sive. The team can’t concede the 
same number of goals in the sec-
ond half of the season as we did 
the first.” 

Next up, Malaga travel to Gijón 
to take on Sporting on Sunday 
(kick off 9pm) - coincidentally 
the last team the Blue and Whites 
beat at home.

Malaga made to pay for defensive 
lapses and fail to win at home yet again

A fine strike from Luis Muñoz briefly gave Malaga hope.  SALVADOR SALAS

Spectators have been 
absent from all Primera 
and Segunda games since 
March 2020 and the third 
wave and the slow rollout 
of the vaccine mean this is 
unlikely to change 

SERGIO CORTÉS
 

MALAGA. Almost eleven months  
after the last game to be played at 
La Rosaleda with spectators (co-
incidentally also against Real Za-
ragoza), the prospects of getting 
fans back into grounds is not great, 
despite the wishes of the clubs 

themselves. 
Professional football in Spain 

(the top two divisions) has been 
played behind closed doors since 
the start of March 2020 and now 
the majority of teams assume that 
fans won’t return before the end 
of the current season. At Malaga, 
bosses are no longer contemplat-
ing any scenario where spectators 
are allowed back in despite there 
still being 15 weeks to go until the 
scheduled end of the season. 

On 15 January, the president 
of the High Council of Sport (CSD), 
Irene Lozano, was due to meet 
with the presidents of LaLiga, Ja-
vier Tebas, and the Association of 
Basketball Clubs (ACB), Antonio 

Martín, to analyse the possible re-
turn of fans. However, the surge 
of the third wave of the pandemic 
put paid to those plans. 

The ACB has already suggested 
that it will ask the CSD for an injec-
tion of 10 to 12 million euros to 
avoid the bankruptcy of the com-
peting teams after they experi-
enced an average 20 per cent loss 
of income without fans.  

LaLiga, in contrast, was clear 
in the summer that its clubs had 
to budget under the understand-
ing that there would be no income 
from season tickets and box of-
fices to avoid any significant short-
falls this year. 

However, despite this certain 

level of peace of mind from an 
economic point of view, teams in 
the top two tiers are hoping that 
fans, in some capacity or other, 
even in limited numbers, are able 
to attend at least some games in 
the upcoming three and a half 
months. However, the third wave 
and the slow rollout of the vaccine 
are likely to prove obstacles. 

At present, players and staff are 
expected to follow strict protocols 
to avoid any matches being post-
poned (there has only been one 
so far, Sabadell-Alcorcón). For this 
reason, since last week, FFP2 
masks have been required for any-
one who can currently enter 
Primera and Segunda stadiums.

Professional clubs not 
expecting fans to return 
before the end of the season

1-2 
MALAGA-ZARAGOZA 

 Malaga:  Soriano; Alexander González 
(Joaquín, 46’), Ismael (Orlando Sá, 82’), 
Lombán, Juande, Cristo (Matos, 46’); 
Luis Muñoz, Cristian; Rahmani (Jairo, 
72’), Caye Quintana (Jozabed, 82’), Cha-
varría. Unused substitutes: Dani Barrio, 
Mejías, Julio, Guerrero, Larrubia, Loren, 
Andrés. 

 Zaragoza:  Ratón; Vigaray, Francés, Jair, 
Pep Chavarría (Nieto, 89’); Eguaras, Ig-
bekeme (Adrián, 66’), Francho (Zapater, 
89’); Narváez, Bermejo (Peybernes, 89’), 
Álex Alegría (Gabriel Fernández, 75’). 
Unused substitutes: Azón, Tejero, Zani-
macchia, Atienza, Larra, Sanabria, Iván. 

 Goals:  0-1 Igbekeme (11’), 0-2 Vigaray 
(45’); 1-2 Luis Muñoz (82’). 

 Referee:  Trujillo Suárez.  Yellow cards 
for Alexander González, Orlando Sá and 
Ismael (after being subbed off). 

 Venue:  La Rosaleda.

DARYL FINCH 
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The Blue and Whites 
were behind for much of 
the game and were saved 
twice by the offside flag 

MARINA RIVAS
 

MALAGA. A last-gasp equaliser se-
cured a fortunate 1-1 draw for 
Malaga Femenino at home to Gra-
nadilla B on Sunday afternoon. 

The Blue and Whites made a 
composed start against the side 
from Tenerife but the breakthrough 
was not forthcoming and their op-
ponents gradually felt their way 
into the encounter, taking the lead 
in the 28th minute when forward 
Aithiara was found on the edge of 
the box to strike home and give 
them the lead. 

Their one-goal advantage was 
maintained until halftime, and 
Malaga were let off the hook fol-
lowing the restart when Granadilla 
had a goal ruled out as Ainhoa was 
judged to be offside. 

Malaga’s search for an equaliser 
was met with frustration, as any 
promising play was let down by a 
lack of cutting edge in attacking 
areas. Nati Gutiérrez’s side con-

tinued living dangerously and were 
again saved by an offside flag which 
ruled out Cindy’s goal out on the 
hour mark. 

Gutiérrez rang in the changes 
as Malaga pushed for an unlikely 
equaliser. Opportunities remained 
limited, until the Costa side earned 
a corner deep into stoppage time. 
With just seconds remaining, the 
ball was whipped in and found sub-
stitute María Farfán. The defender 
poked home from close range for 
her first of the season and to earn 
Malaga a draw. 

Given the overall balance of play, 
the point almost felt like a victory, 
and sparked scenes of celebration 
from the Malaga players.

Late Farfán goal 
snatches a fortunate 
point for Femenino

María Farfán celebrates her late 
equaliser.  SALVADOR SALAS

ADG
 

CADIZ. Marbella did little to ease 
their relegation worries as they fell 
to a 1-0 loss at Cadiz B on Satur-
day afternoon. The defeat means 
they lie third bottom of Group 4A of 
Segunda B and increases the pres-
sure on boss José Manuel Aira. 

Marbella’s hopes of bouncing 
back from last week’s defeat to 
Tamaraceite were met with an 
early blow when a corner for the 
hosts found Sergi Fernández and 
his header set up Saturday 
Erimuya, who scored to give his 
side a fourth-minute lead. 

Fifteen minutes in, Marbella had 
their first chance, but captain Añón 
was unable to hit the target. Ten 
minutes later, Cadiz B nearly dou-
bled their advantage, when Nieto’s 
freekick was cleared for a corner. 

At the start of the second half, 
Marbella had calls for a penalty 
waved away as the referee did 
not deem a handball to have oc-
curred. Despite being the better 
side after the break, Marbella 
did little to trouble Flere’s goal. 
Their best chance came in the 
72nd minute, when Callejón’s 
freekick was headed behind by 
Fernández. 

The visitors had a couple more 
half-chances as full-time ap-
proached but couldn’t find an 
equaliser. Deep into stoppage time, 
Tremarco had a chance to get that 
elusive goal, but his shot sailed 
harmlessly over the bar. 

Overall, Marbella were unable 
to capitalise on a much-improved 
second half performance, and the 
side clearly missed the injured Al-
fonso Herrera. 

The result sees Cadiz B leap-
frog Marbella on the head-to-head 
rule. Aira’s side will hope to get 
back on track at Linense on 
Wednesday afternoon.

Loss leaves Marbella third 
from bottom to pile the 
pressure on coach Aira

MALAGA  1 
GRANADILLA B  1

CADIZ B   1 
MARBELLA  0

you want to reach his follow-
ers. But he’s in danger of los-
ing followers as his presence 
as a footballer diminishes.  
Mourinho swerved the Bale di-
lemma, doesn’t select him and 
is probably counting down the 
days until he sends him back 
to Madrid. 

At Real he reported a twisted 
ankle, thigh strain and infec-

tion, as well as the refusal to go 
on as a sub.  At Spurs the is-
sues have been knee, calf, and 
a preference to have a scan 
rather than jump on the team 
bus to Merseyside. 

It doesn’t appear there’s a 
scan of the body which can re-
veal what is going on in his 
head. We all have friends who 
have a list of ailments to get 
them out of work or gather-
ings.  It appears he’s just fallen 
out of love with the job.   

In the summer he must re-
turn to Real Madrid with a year 
remaining on his reported 
600,000-euro-per-week con-
tract. The added issue is his 
non-EU status which further 
restricts his selection. It could 
be that he’s paid off as a com-
promise.  Then he can concen-
trate on his true sporting pas-
sion which appears to be golf. 

But it isn’t only his football 
that’s hurting. I was surprised 
to discover that his golf handi-
cap is close to four.  Without 
his usual winter and spring on 
the Spanish courses, his game 
is really going to suffer.

Y
et again Gareth Bale 
has become an un-
wanted sideshow 

rather than a showstopper. 
Zinedine Zidane will be 
smiling wryly as he sees 
José Mourinho face familiar 
questions about the myste-
rious star. 

The Welshman was sup-
posed to return to the Pre-
mier League in a blaze of 
glory, rekindling the in-
credible natural talent that 
made him a 100-million-
euro footballer and three-
time Champions League 
winner. But Real Madrid’s 
problem is now Totten-
ham’s. You could translate 
previous Spanish quotes 
from Zidane and get the 
same responses from Mour-
inho in English.   

In July 2019, following the 
Bayern Munich match, Zi-
dane said: “Gareth didn’t 
come on because he didn’t 
want to.”  Fast forward to 
February 2021 and the 
Spurs boss was left explain-
ing Bale’s absence to the 
media at Goodison Park: “I 
wouldn’t say an injury, not at 
all, [there were] some feel-
ings he was not happy with.” 

At his best, winning Euro-
pean finals with overhead 
kicks, Bale is up there 
among the legendary. He 
was rightly compared to Li-
onel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo.  Now he’s likened 
to the unfortunate Darren 
Anderton who was nick-
named ‘Sicknote’. 

The issue with Messi and 
Ronaldo is getting them to 
sit out the odd game.  The 
problem with Bale is getting 
him to play the odd game. At 
Real Madrid he started only 
two of the last 19 Liga 
games; at Tottenham he’s 
started only two of 22 Pre-
mier League matches.  

Often the FA Cup is a use-
ful opportunity for game 
time. However, the day after 
he posted “Good session to-
day” on Instagram, his man-
ager was left explaining he 
preferred spending time 
with the club’s sports scien-
tist rather than his col-
leagues at Everton. 

Posts on his Instagram 
are not willy-nilly, they cost 
$185,000 per message if 

A familiar sight - Gareth Bale as an 
unused substitute.  EFE

History repeating 
A move to Spurs was supposed to reinvigorate Gareth 
Bale; instead he’s become an unwanted sideshow - again

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports
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The finale of the biggest 
cup competition in 
Spanish women’s football 
will see Barcelona take 
on Logroño at La 
Rosaleda this Saturday 

MARINA RIVAS 

MALAGA. Malaga will become the 
centre of women’s football in 
Spain tomorrow (Saturday) as it 
hosts the final of the Copa de la 
Reina at La Rosaleda stadium. 

The match, which will be 
played behind closed doors, will 
be the first women’s match to be 
played at the stadium in its his-
tory. It will also be the first 
women’s final to be played in a 
Champions League stadium. 

It’s a duel that will pit reigning 
La Liga champions Barcelona 
(with 16 domestic titles) against 
underdogs Logroño, who have 
reached the final for the first time. 

The event was presented last 
Thursday at the Andalusian Insti-
tute of Sport (IAD) in Malaga and 

was attended by the president of 
the Spanish Football Federation 
(RFEF), Luis Rubiales; the Anda-
lusian regional minister for Edu-
cation and Sport, Javier Imbroda; 
the vice-president of the Malaga 
provincial government, Juan Car-
los Maldonado; and the mayor of 
Malaga, Francisco de La Torre. 

Maldonado said: “There have 
been many finals for which 
Malaga has been chosen. It’s not 
going to be done in the way we 
had planned, but it will still go 
ahead thanks to all of our efforts. 

Events like this motivate us to 
continue working for women’s 
equality.”  

Rubiales concluded the event 
by highlighting the involvement 
of the institutions: “The Junta, 
the Diputación and Malaga city 

council are a great example of 
how to coordinate and organise 
events. Malaga has always been 
there, ready.” 

The match, which kicks off at 
5.30pm, will be broadcast on 
free-to-watch Teledeporte.

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. Tickets for the 
AnyTech365 Andalucía Open, 
which runs from 27 March to 11 
April at the Puente Romano Ten-
nis Club in Marbella, are now on 
sale to the general public. 

The first few days of the ATP 
Challenger 80 tournament will 
be played behind closed doors 
but entry for spectators will be 
permitted from Thursday 1 April 
for the elite ATP 250 stage of the 
tournament.  

Pandemic permitting, specta-
tors will be allowed in the stands 
for every day of competition in 
the ATP 250, with the capacity 
limited to the amount recom-
mended by the authorities at the 
time of the event. 

In the event of a reduction in 
seating capacity, the order of pur-
chase will be respected. 

Tickets are available from 15 
euros and can be purchased from 
the official website (www.andalu-
ciaopen.com). As well as tickets for 
individual days, tickets for every 
day of the tournament and VIP spe-
cials are also available. 

According to the tournament or-
ganisers, they will operate a “fair 
refund policy” for those people 
who, due to mobility restrictions 
during the event, are unable to use 
the tickets they have purchased. 

Among those confirmed to be 
participating is Italian Jannik 
Sinner. At just 19 years of age, 
he is the defending champion 
of the Next Gen ATP Finals, is 
currently 32nd in the ATP rank-
ings (the highest of his career) 
and he has just come off the 
back of victory in the Great 
Ocean Road Open, an ATP 250 
tournament in Melbourne prior 
to the Australian Open. 

The full list of participants will 
be published in a few days.

Tickets for the 
AnyTech365 
Andalucía Open in 
Marbella go on sale

The presentation of the match last Thursday.  RFEF

Countdown begins to the Copa             
de la Reina final in Malaga
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers. Tel 
952491609/667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel 952491609/667067269 

Marbella 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-

teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-

age Marbella 952811311 

PLAYAS del Duque: Studio close to 

the beach. Garden. Pool. Garage. 

Safe and quiet. Good price from the 

owner. 619099899 

Property Wanted 

REALTY Plus Marbella: real estate 
buying, selling and renting serv-
ices. Costa del Sol area. Tlf: 952 
78 58 06 sales.marbella@realty-
plus.es 

WE HAVE many clients actively 
looking for villas, townhouses & 
apartments from Torremolinos to 
Calahonda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

ISLAS de Poniente Puerto Marina. 
Lovely furnished Apartment. One 
bedroom, 1 bath, small terraza with 
views of the canals. Immaculate con-
dition. all amenities including WIFI. 
Long term 600 E. per month, Ref-
ferents pls. Tel. 607731972 

BENALMADENA: 2 bed apartment, 
furnished. Parking. 550 Euros per 
month. Whatsapp 00447955405153 

TORREQUEBRADA: 3 Bed town-
house, furnished, fantastic sea views. 
Parking. 900 Euros per month. 
Whatsapp 00447955405153 

Fuengirola 

LOS BOLICHES: Office 80m2, ex-
cellent location, in front of Corte 
Ingles and next to train station.  
670643488 

FUENGIROLA Center: 1 bedroom 
apartment, beautifully furnished. 
Only for very responsible people, 
retired, pensioner. Long term. 450€ 
per month (minimum 1 year). 
Whatsapp 608337300/667655648 

FUENGIROLA Studio Apt. in PYR 
hotel. Sleeps 4, sea & harbour 
views. 500 € all inclusive. 
621215730 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

Marbella 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952822311 

Mijas 

CALAHONDA: Fully furnished apart-
ment. 1 bed + office with garden 
and pool. Suitable for single person 
over 50yrs old. 675 Euros pm in-
cluding electricity & water. 
662561773 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella. 
678791495/952756168 sparklen-
ripple@hotmail.com www.spar-
klenripple.net 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according 
your needs. Also, we can turn your 
antic pool into a new pool design. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
+34610502623 

PROTEC Group: We create and de-
sign different kinds of swimming 
pools. Ask us for our portfolio or 
visit us at www.grupo-protec.com. 
Phone 952 587 573 

Garden 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-

chitecture. Free designs (com-

puter previsualization). Special-

ising in beautiful gardens. Also 

planning/maintenance. Commu-

nities special offers! 610502623 

www.dreamgarden.es 

SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree sur-

gery. Nº1 for Trees/Palms/ Garden 

& Pool Maintenance. Since 1998. 

+34711010971  www.spain-

tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

R.K.S. CONSTRUCTION: Full re-
forms. Roofing. Plastering. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms specialists. 
Established 2005. 
634315264//652640871 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

CONSTRUCTIONin general, all types 
of reforms. Quality building at the 
right price. Stuart 648153718 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS. COSTADIG-
GERS AND CONSTRUCTION. DIG-
GER AND DUMPER HIRE (WITH 
OPERATOR). BUILDING SERVICES. 
costadiggers@hotmail.com 
www.costadiggers.com 
678450051 

PROTEC Group: Construction com-
pany dedicated to the construction 
and comprehensive refurbishment 
of villas and all types of houses in 
the Marbella area and the entire 
Costa del Sol. www.grupo-pro-
tec.com or 952 587 573 

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

BUILDER/ Handyman/ Housekeeper 
seeks work. Malaga/Marbella. Own 
tools, van. My work on Facebook: 
Pavlo Handyman. 622336727 

Plumbers 

CITY & Guilds. Qualified plumber. 

All areas covered. Adrian 

677063272 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

P&S INTERIOR / Design + Home 
Staging. Tlf: 95 278 86 05 / 
sales@psinterior.es / www.psin-
terior.es 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. In-
terior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture. 
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp: 
Daniel 628066308 www.rainbow-
pinturas.com 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 expert-
gates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/605356469 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

PROTEC Group offers awnings and 
blinds for both interior and exterior 
use. Quality products selected to fit 
your particular needs. www.grupo-
protec.com or 952 587 573 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered Coast 
and Inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 
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CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

POLISH your marble or clean ter-
race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30 
years experience guaranteed work. 
671244683 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! ge-
nevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/ 678768454 

PROTECGroup: Manufacturing, dis-
tribution and installation of UPVC 
and aluminium windows and doors 
as well as UPVC and aluminium en-
closures. Our services include the 
supply and installation of UPVC win-
dows from Salamander and Köm-
merling but also aluminium frames 
from Reynolds and Technal. 
www.grupo-protec.com or 952 587 
573 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-

pointment. Doors opened with-

out damage, locks changed, patio 

doors, windows secured. Paul 

657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 

Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-

curity surveys. English speaking. 

636770865/952660233 www.se-

curityofspain.com 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONINGinstallation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully 

inclusive. www.acair.com Estab-

lished 1986. 952486287 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional. Reliable. Affordable. 
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136 

General Services 
STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella. 952811311 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colors. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

Guttering 

GUTTERING: Half pound PVC 
White rain guttering. Envirocare 
installing for over 24yrs. 
0034952663141/ 0034670409759 
info@envirocarespain.com 
www.envirocarespain.com Qual-
ity guaranteed 

Gas & Electric Fires 

GAS & ELECTRIC fires. Economi-
cal heating by Envirocare. 
0034670409759/ 
0034952663141. info@enviro-
carespain.com www.enviroca-
respain.com Quality guaranteed. 
Over 24yrs heating the Coast 

Others 

SEWING Services. Curtains, blinds, 
upholstery, made to measure, wide 
range fabrics/foam. 672800887 ju-
deinspain@hotmail.com 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Insurance 

Translators 

TRANSLATIONS All languages. 
952028080 Email: info@local-
soft.com Web: www.localsoft.com 

OFFICIAL translations. all languages. 
952 789 204. Mobile 654 613 094. 
Sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147  al-
an1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Others 

ADVICE on specialized immigration 
paperwork ((Brexit, golden visas, 
renewals, nationalities, etc) Com-
plete services for real estate. 
Info@adviaconsulting.es.  www.ad-
viaconsulting.es. 640331363 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 
MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 
on time. 651081610 

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company 

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport. 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311 

www.moveit-storeit.com Phone 
David 696810618 

VAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20€ hour + 
fuel. Steve 602637242 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular transport services with 
custom clearance. Spain, UK in-
cluding Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

ZOOM Removals. Full house moves 
to single item collections. 25€ hour 
+fuel. Whatsapp 635187200 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FURNITURE wanted same day col-

lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

WANTED all furniture and house-

hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

LOOKING FOR CHINA & GLASS-
WARE. ALSO COLLECTABLES & 
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. 
House/garage/ bar clearances. 
Steve 602637242 

WANTED household/ garden fur-
niture. 20 years on the Coast. 
660366033 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & Finance problems. Call 
now. Cash waiting. 
687049592/622229673 

WANTED wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models...from exotic 
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

 
CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 
or Spanish...685524921 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any 
age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

NISSAN Pathfinder T-Spec 2.5tdi, 
7 seats, leather, in built Sat Nav, re-
verse camera, towbar. Ideal to take 
back to UK or put on Spanish plates. 
6 months MOT. 3,995€. 687049592 

PEUGEOT Expert. 1750 euros 
+transfer fees. 2003. 300000 kms. 
2ltr Diesel. White, Mijas. Call 
00447957362813 

PHONE me first or last!! I pay 
more!! Cars, caravans or commer-
cial. 660366033 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying or registering & save 
tax. www.meexpress.net 952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 67978669/ 
606101807 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080. Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web: www.lo-
calsoft.com 

WE ARE a Real Estate agency based 
in the port of Estepona, selling prop-
erties from Benalmadena to Soto-
grande with International clients. 
We are looking for Sales Agents for 
our English clients. You should speak 
perfect English other languages are 
a plus. Driving license and a car is 
essential. Please send your CV to: 
info@properties-spain-mar-
bella.com 

WE URGENTLY require a registered 
nurse for a company in Marbella. 
Must have 10 years plus experience. 
Trained in the UK or with interna-
tional experience. English must be 
near native level, with Spanish. Per-
manent Contract. Email: recruit-
ment@immucura.com 

HIRING freelance Telesales Market-
ers Excellent Commissions. Open 
new clients 4 h/ day. Solid UK prod-
ucts, continuous training and sup-
port. Call +34634028001 

LOOKING for a long term job? Want 
to work in a young, dyanamic and 
friendly environment and learn 
new skills? We are looking for a 
new team member for our prop-
erty management department. 
English and Spanish is a must. Driv-
ing license required. PC Skills re-
quired. Client Reporting skills. No 
need of previous real estate expe-
rience, training included. 10 to 16 
Mon to Fri. Full work contract. Of-
fice located in Cabopino. Work zone 
Malaga to Estepona. Send your CV 
to kian@alnourigroup.com 

FINANCIAL Services Administra-
tion. We are seeking both experi-
enced and Junior Admin/ Trainee 
Financial Services Administrators. 
You will be provided with all rele-
vant training on an ongoing basis 
in order to develop and progress. 
You will be joining an established 
team where you will become in-
volved in the day- to- day  admini-
stration for our financial advisers 
acting as sales support. The role 
involves working with pension and 
investment companies as well as 
organising the diary for our team 
of advisers. Possessing some of-
fice based experience (any finan-
cial services/ pensions related ex-
perience would be extremely ad-
vantageous but not essential), how-
ever, it is essential is that you pos-
sess excellent communication and 
organizational skills with a will-
ingness to learn and develop. There 
are excellent long- term career op-
portunities for those who are look-
ing for long- term career oppor-
tunities offering ongoing training, 
development and full support for 
professional study as well as an ex-
cellent remuneration package. Sal-
ary between 12,000 - 25,500 Euro 
plus monthly bonus. Please send 
your CV to email enquiries@alex-
anderpeter.com 
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Situations Wanted 

MATURE Indian lady looking for po-
sition as Live-In Carer/Companion 
with light house keeping duties. 
Worked for same UK couple for 20 
years on CDS. Fully legal and refs 
given. Contact  jayne.whitehall@hot-
mail.com or telephone 647583473 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

LADY with villa inland, seeks live-
in lodger. Suits retired gentleman. 
Info 602431794 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia 
656350401 

JAPANESE mature masseuse: Groin 
shaving & massage. Back in Fuen-
girola. 610396186 

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmádena. Torrequebrada. 
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289 

BENALMADENA: Opposite Palma 
Park: Stressed, tension, nerves, mus-
cles??  American lady offers a good 
body massage for Pensioners 50% 
discount in heated room on a pro-
fessional massage table. 
691533101. From 6pm onwards 

Therapists 

MARBELLA and Gibraltar Coun-

selling & Psychosexual thera-py 

COSRT & BACP Accredited. Indi-
viduals&Couples +447813944146 

www.sextherapymarbella.es Rich-
ard 

Others 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack  10.   gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil 
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22Euros per pack of 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

MALE/ Female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, mixed trial packs. via-
gra4you19@gmail.com. 672883025 

TV / SATELLITE 

Satellite Installation 

BBC SAT skytv iptv internet  avail-

able all coast  smart tv sales Jose Sotto 

Since 1973  Telf. 670443838 mail 

josesottoamselem77@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired and 
upgraded. Home Surveillance. 
18yrs helping people. info@sol-
tecspain.com Neil: 662379899 

Phones-Mobile 

REPAIR your phone. Manzana Rota 
Fuengirola (Miramar shopping cen-
tre). We repair all mobile devices in 
just 1 hour. WhatsApp 623222595 

CLASSES 
SPANISH lessons at yor home. Quali-
fied Spanish female teacher with 
many years of experience. Own 
method. Simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

PUPPIES for  sale, black Springa-
dor. Pedigree parents. Tel: 
686010455 

PUPPIES for sale, Pedigree English 
Springer Spaniel. Liver and white. 
Tel: 686010455 

Kennels / Cattery 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

CONSULATES

Great Britain                   C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                                                    952352300 

USA                                   Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                                             952474891 
Belgium                           Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                                      951516019 

Denmark                          Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                                     952211797 
Norway                            Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola                             952667955 
Canada                             C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                                      952223346 

Germany                          Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                                                952363591 
Sweden                            Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                                          952604383 

Ireland                             Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                                                  952475108 

France                              Calle Salvago, 2, Malaga                                                                            954293200 

Italy                                  Alameda Principal, 35, Malaga                                                                  902502512 
Austria                             Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                                 646060972 

Finland                             Calle Córdoba, 6, Malaga                                                                            952212435 
Saudi Arabia                   Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                                          952310358 
Greece                              Dr Manuel Perez Bryan, Malaga                                                                  95225689 

Iceland                             Calle Marín García, Malaga                                                                        952661200 
Philippines                      C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                                           952771850 

Hungary                           Av. de Velásquez, (Crce aeropuerto) Malaga                                         952236966

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator  112 

National Police  091 

Local (municipal) Police 092 
Medical 061  

Fire 080 

Guardia Civil  062 

Sea Rescue  900202202  

Crime report  902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  
 

Samaritans in Spain  900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 

Age Care 952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona) 608458555 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  
 

Salud Responde  955545060 
(Doctors’ appointments and advice) 

ESTEPONA                                       

Bus Station 955038665 

Taxi Service 952802900 

Tourist Office 952802002 

Town Hall 952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept. 952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

BusStation 952475066 
Taxi Service 952471000 
Tourist Office 952467625 
Town Hall 952589300 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 

MALAGA                                            

Bus Station 952350061 
Railway Station 902240202 
Taxi Service 952345693 
Tourist Office 951926020 

MARBELLA                                       

Bus Station 955038665  
Taxi Service 952774488 
Tourist Office 952768760 
Town Hall 952761100 
Foreign Residents Dept.   952768760 

MIJAS                                                 

Town Hall  952485900 
Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 
Taxi 952478288 
Tourism Office 952589034 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 

NERJA                                               

Bus Station 902422242 

Taxi Service 952520537 
Tourist Information  952521531 
Town Hall 952548400 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401 

TORREMOLINOS                              

Bus Station 902143144 
Taxi Service 952380600 
Tourist Office 952371909 
Town Hall 952379400 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952374231 

BENALMÁDENA                              

Bus Station 902450550 
Taxi Service 952441545 
Tourist Office 952442494 
Town Hall 952374231 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA                              

Bus Station 952503162 
Taxi 952540016 
Town Hall 952559100 
Tourist Office 952541104  

GIBRALTAR                                       

General emergency 199/112(mobiles) 
Fire/ambulance (emergency) 190 
Tourist Office (00350) 20074950 
Taxi (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

Coronavirus information

955 545 060
Other emergencies

061 / 112
For general health 
emergencies. Avoid 
using this if not urgent

There is also a numbero to notify symptoms, but 
to avoid jamming the line try the APP first

900 400 061

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. Golden Gate bridge 2. Statue 
of Liberty 3. Lincoln Memorial 
4. Washington Monument

Which iconic structure was 
built in California in 1933?

1.Roger Miller 2. Elvis 3. Ella 
Fitzgerald 4. Jack Jones

Which US singer is best 
known for the song King of 
the Road?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11448

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Change that has been on the cards 

could come to fruition sooner rather 

than later, and this week might see the 

cogs moving faster, and perhaps a 

significant step forward being made. 

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Are you giving yourself too much of a 

hard time over something? If it’s 

making you stressed, then this week can 

see things reaching a crescendo.       

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

With two powerful planets squaring off 

with each other, tensions could reach a 

peak over this week. You may have a 

desire to resolve an ongoing issue.        

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Having problems with authority? As 

uncomfortable as this feels, the search 

for a solution may give a different 

perspective that changes everything. 

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Feeling pulled in two different 

directions? It may be that something 

fresh will emerge that is exactly what 

you want, and on recognising this 

you’ll feel empowered.   

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

If you need the help of an expert or 

mentor to give you wise advice, then 

this is the time to look, as any 

assistance can certainly make life easier.     

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

As sobering Saturn makes an edgy 

aspect to electric Uranus, a new 

beginning may be on the cards, and it 

might be down to the people you’ve 

been mixing with.      

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Things may seem more complicated 

than they are. Your routine could be 

disrupted, and for a while things might 

not go as planned.     

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

You are contemplating some brilliant 

ideas and may be eager to set them in 

motion, yet something is stopping you. 

Is it something you could fix, or 

emotional issue that needs sorting?   

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

The Sun’s move into your romance and 

leisure zone can be a call to tap into 

your creative abilities. This might be 

especially necessary if you are faced 

with an issue that seems insoluble. 

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

As Mercury forges ahead it can pay to 

experiment with various ideas, as there 

might be more than one way to get the 

outcome you desire. Fancy some 

pampering? Go for it! 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Avoid escaping one situation, only to 

find yourself in a worse one. Decisions 

will need to be made, but a desire for 

positive change suggests that getting 

your priorities in order can be helpful. 

9 3

2 8 7 5

7 9 6 8

3 5 2 6

5 7 3 4

8 4 1 9

1 8 5 2 9

6 8 7

9 1 7

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER

We’re all fond of Benalmádena, 
the popular Costa del Sol beach 
and mountain resort that is 
home to many international 
residents and, pandemic aside, 
a favourite holiday destination. 
At SUR in English we are pre-
paring a special supplement 
which aims to reflect just how 
much our readers appreciate 
the town. You can help by send-
ing in a photograph that cap-
tures the essence of 
Benalmádena. It could be funny, 
artistic, romantic, poignant... 
so grab your camera and get to 

work. With some drier weather 
on its way, you will have the per-
fect opportunity to rediscover 
some of Benalmádena’s attrac-
tions, from its wide beaches and 
the yachts in Puerto Marina to 
the monument dedicated to Co-
lumbus and the pretty Pueblo. 
Send your photos by 21 Febru-
ary - no more than three images 
per person - by email to eng-
lish@diariosur.es, Twitter 
@SUR_English or Facebook 
@surenglish. We aim to publish 
the best and you may even win 
a prize!

Benalmádena - Get snapping!

Answer: Golden Gate Bridge. 
Of interest: The suspension bridge 
spans the Golden Gate, the 1.6 km-
wide strait connecting San 
Francisco Bay and the Pacific Ocean.  
It was initially designed by engineer 
Joseph Strauss in 1917 and 
construction began 5 January, 
1933. It was opened in 1937.    
 Answer: Roger Miller 
Of interest: King of the Road 
became a huge hit for the country 
singer when it was released in 
1964. The lyrics tell of the life of a 
hobo who, despite being poor revels 
in his freedom, describing himself 
as the “king of the road”.

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is L.  Walliams, 
Mitchell, Fielding, all British 
comedians.

A view of the church

Language Crossword

Last week:  
Gaucín 

This picturesque view with an old 
bridge in the foreground can be seen 
from Calle Tenería in Gaucín.
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F ew people are aware of 
this, but hidden amid one 
of the social housing pro-

jects in the area behind Calle Már-
moles in Malaga city, where the 
districts of La Trinidad and El 
Perchel meet, there is an archi-
tectural treasure, a Baroque 
chapel which has survived be-
tween the apartment blocks in 
Plaza Imagen.   

Despite the building works and 
numerous changes which have 
taken place in the area over the 
years, this remarkable chapel has 
remained as a reminder of a 
Malaga which used to be filled 
with churches, convents and 
chapels, so many of which have 
disappeared from the urban land-
scape over the centuries.  

Praying the rosary 
The tower which houses the 
chapel was built shortly before 
1713 and was part of a church run 
by one of the many groups of faith-
ful of that time who used to pray 
the rosary through the streets. Ac-
cording to Rosario Camacho, Pro-
fessor of the History of Art at 
Malaga university, this would have 
been the Congregación del Rosa-

rio de la Aurora María.   
This congregation paid hom-

age to an image of the Virgen de 
la Aurora, and in all probability 
they prayed to her in this chapel. 
In 1739, this group of devotees 
moved to a new church beside 
the Guadalmedina river (it is now 
the local headquarters of the Cári-
tas charity) and this one was then 
run by nuns from the first Do-
minican convent in the city un-
til the end of the 18th century. 

The nuns’ house 
During the 19th and 20th centu-
ries the church, which was re-
ferred to locally as “the nuns’ 
house”, was used as a commu-
nity centre for residents until it 
was demolished in 1998 to make 
way for a development of social 

housing. However, the develop-
ers decided to leave the Baroque 
chapel standing. Its interior con-
tains valuable plasterwork which 
art experts say is very similar to 
that which decorates the impres-
sive chapel of the Virgen de la Vic-
toria, the patron saint of Malaga 
city. On the exterior, remnants of 
the fake brick decoration that cov-
ered its eight sides can still be 
seen, as this is an octagonal  
construction.  

After many years of neglect, 
the Junta de Andalucía, which 

owns this 18th-century building, 
finally decided to restore it and 
has commissioned architect Ig-
nacio Dorao to draw up the plans 
for this so that the contract for 
the rehabilitation works may then 
be put out to tender.  

Dorao was commissioned by 
the Junta to design the complete 
restoration project using experts 
with experience in this type of 
construction from centuries past. 

SUR went with Ignacio Dorao 
and Junta-representative Juan 
Jesús Bernal on a  visit to this dis-
used chapel. Inside, the tower is 
currently divided into a ground 
floor and two upper levels, and 
this splits what was the original 
room of the chapel into two parts. 
These floors which had been 
added will be removed. 

The plasterwork on the dome 
of the chapel is very impressive. 
It has been blackened by fire but 
even this cannot hide its early 
polychromy. Eight reliefs of the 
Virgen de la Aurora stand out. 

Below these are others which 
are smaller and contain verses re-
ferring to the scenes which fea-
ture the Virgen. However, only four 
of these texts remain because the 
others have been destroyed by 
vandals who, after the fire, also re-
moved much of the Baroque deco-
ration that framed the windows.  

“My intention is to open up the 
windows again so the light can 
come back in,” said Ignacio Do-
rao, whose plans will need to be 
given the go-ahead by Junta tech-
nicians. 

“It really is impressive,” said 
Juan Jesús Bernal, who is keen 
to get the project under way as 
soon as the plans are finalised. 
Nevertheless, both men agree that 
to complete the definitive resto-
ration of the chapel, it will be nec-
essary to create another access 
separate from the apartment 
blocks amid which it stands. 

 

Heritage. An 18th-
century chapel that 
stands amid a social 
housing complex in 
Malaga city is about 
to be restored by 
the Junta

T Eight of the reliefs in the 

chapel feature the Virgen de 
la Aurora and some have 
verses dedicated to her.

A hidden Baroque jewel

Fire.    Dorao and Bernal inspect the Baroque  
plasterwork which has been blackened by fire  
and will have to be cleaned.   FRANCIS SILVA

JESÚS HINOJOSA

 A new access will be 
needed for the octagonal 

chapel tower which is located 
between blocks of flats.

The congregation paid 
homage to an image of the 
Virgen de la Aurora, and in 
all probability they prayed 
to her in this chapel


