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Don't miss this week’s
special supplement that
showcases this diverse
town we all love insibe

& | Brigitte Bardot
treasure sees
thelight

A local film fan stumbled
across unseen
photographs of the actress
in a French auction; they
were taken while filming
on the Costa del Sol in the
1950s and are now on
display in Malaga r20

The exhibition of
photographs is being shown
at La Térmica cultural
centre in Malaga until 6
June. fiTo sALAs

Costa tourism industry shows cautious
optimism as UK announces travel roadmap

Reservations. Airlines saw
animmediate spike in
bookings after 17 May was
suggested as the start of
foreign travel from the UK

Hotels on the Costa del Sol reported
their first bookings from British
tourists this week after the UK gov-
ernment said it could allow foreign
travel from 17 May as part of its
lockdown exit plan. Airlines also
noted a spike in enquiries after the
announcement from London on

Government aid. After
Spain’s prime minister
announced an 11bn-euro
plan, tourism professionals
call for direct aid, not loans

Monday. Further cautious opti-
mism was felt on Wednesday af-
ter PM Pedro Sanchez said the gov-
ernment would spend 11 bhillion
euros on helping businesses in
tourism, hospitality and commerce.
He didn’t say what form the aid
would take, however. P14 & 26-27

Municipal borders
open in Marbella,
Estepona and Ronda
as Covid rates fall
across the region »:

Meet Ribero, the dog
that walked 50
kilometres to Guaro
to look for his late
owner rs
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Improvements to Costa homes surge during

pandemic but big-build projects stall

Town halls in Malaga
province are optimistic
about demand for their
building licences in 2021
but want to simplify red
tape for home owners

IVAN GELIBTER

MALAGA. With less than a month
to go before the first anniversary
of the state of alarm coming into
force in Spain, the picture of what
has happened in Malaga prov-
ince, in terms of construction,
seems clear.

Although the sector has not
plummeted there has been a
slowing down of major projects,
although this has been compen-
sated by an increase in smaller
ones. Modernisations and im-
provement works have saved
many small building firms, be-
cause as soon as the lockdown
was lifted they received numer-
ous requests for quotes from pri-
vate home owners.

By area, Malaga city and the
Costa del Sol have seen the high-
est amount of investment for de-
velopment projects, although not
as many as before the pandemic
or on a smaller scale. One of the
most notable cases is Mijas, which
since 2019 has topped the list of
works licences granted in the prov-
ince. These are worth 787 million
euros, practically double those of
Malaga city.

Mijas and Marbella

Andrés Ruiz, the Town Planning
councillor for Mijas, says the 2019
figures were as high as they were
because several large develop-
ments were being built at the same
time, mostly in the area of La Cala
and La Cala Golf. This is why the
figure was so much higher than in
2018, which had been a year in
which investments in the munici-
pality only totalled around 400 mil-
lion euros.

In 2020, after a difficult year be-
cause of the pandemic and espe-
cially the lockdown, Mijas council
granted works licences with a
value of 143 million euros.

“This year we will be back to
around 200 million again,” he says.

The most positive case was
Marbella, where between 2019
and 2020 there was a consider-
able increase in the value of works
licences. For Kika Caracuel, the
Town Planning councillor, Mar-
bella has “withstood” the very
harsh economic crisis brought by
the pandemic.

“These figures are also sup-
ported by the latest employment
data. There has been an increase
in unemployment in all sectors,
just like the rest of the provinces

Investment figures in
millions of euros.

Building works in the province

Municipality Licences 2019 Licences 2020 Investment 2019 Investment 2020

Malaga na na 395 365

787 . 143
| S
84 . 92

n/a n/a

Mijas
Marbella

2184 1585

Fuengirola 2585
Torremolinos*  na
Benalmadena 2887 n/a n/a
Estepona
Vélez-Malaga na
Rincon

de la Victoria =

N erja n/a
Torrox 361

Alhaurin 803
de la Torre

Al. el Grande 479 420 n/a e

cértama 367 309 17 13

1387 n/a n/a

Antequera

1007 12 |125

Ronda

* Figure in % Source: Town halls

One of the projects in Malaga that resumed after the pandemic. s. saLas

and the whole of Spain, apart from
construction, where employment
has increased. In other words, at
the moment this sector is main-
taining economic activity in Mar-
bella,” says Caracuel. “Marbella
is doing well and continues to
be seen as an attractive place to
live, to buy a property.” She also
says the municipality is continu-
ing to receive applications for
large-scale projects.

Fuengirola increase

Elsewhere on the Costa del Sol,
construction has slowed down
with the exception of Fuengirola,
where the value of building pro-
jects has risen from 84 to 92 mil-
lion euros. Estepona, Torremoli-
nos and Benalmadena have not
provided any specific figures
about overall investment in their
areas, although the mayor of
Benalmadena, Victor Navas, said
a few days ago that in 2019 the
town hall had processed 2,887
applications, while in 2020 there
had been a decrease of 55 per
cent and a reduction in income

of one million euros.

On the eastern coast the situa-
tion is very similar. The mayor of
Torrox, Oscar Medina, said that
although investment in building
projects fell in 2020, he is very
optimistic that this year and the
next few years will be better, as
there are some major projects
pending such as the Calaceite ma-
rina, with a golf course and more
than 3,000 homes, and in other
areas such as El Morche and El
Penoncillo.

“We have major possibilities in
terms of urban growth and I hope
that when all this is over the sec-
tor will quickly reactivate,” he says.

Vélez-Malaga and Nerja did not
provide any information about
the construction sector in their
municipalities, but Rincén de la
Victoria’s Town Planning coun-
cillor, Miguel Angel Jiménez, con-
firmed that licences for minor
building works fell between March
and June last year because of the
lockdown.

“From July onwards we granted
a similar number of licences to

Marbella and Torremolinos,
dependent on new Urban Plans

Apart from coronavirus,
both of these towns
have been subject to
court decisions which
affect building projects

JOAQUINA DUENAS / IVAN
GELIBTER

MARBELLA. In 2015 the Su-
preme Court annulled the 2010
Urban Plan (PGOU) for Mar-
bella and this was a huge set-
back for the town when it was
just starting to recover from
the judicial uncertainty left by
the GIL councils. Since then
the municipality has had to
comply with the plan which
came into force back in 1986.
The most obvious consequence
of this was that many develop-
ers decided to build elsewhere
in the area, forming the so-
called Golden Triangle between
Benahavis, Estepona and Mar-
bella. Estate agencies warn that
this has had a negative effect.
“There have been many new
developments in the nearby
areas in recent years, espe-
cially Estepona and Benahavis.
In Marbella itself, it is more
difficult to find them,” says
Smadar Kahana, managing di-
rector of Engel & Volkers on

the Golden Mile.

Nevertheless, Marbella’s
councillor for Town Planning,
Kika Caracuel, says the council
has worked very hard to guaran-
tee legal security in the munici-
pality.

“Since 2017 we have been
working frenetically on this.
We have approved the modi-
fied text of the Urban Plan, ap-
proved the adaptation of the
1986 version to meet LOUA
land regulation laws and modi-
fied and approved local town
planning regulations,” she says,
and the town has continued to
receive applications for major
projects as a result. Easing the
application process has also
helped. The council hopes the
new PGOU will receive initial
approval this year and come
into force in 2023.

Meanwhile, development
can now proceed in Torremo-
linos again as the suspension
of most of its 2020 Urban Plan
has now been lifted, although
the site of the future Intu lei-
sure park is still subject to the
1996 plan.

Deputy mayor and town
planning councillor Maribel
Tocdn said this week that the
council is very pleased that a
court has ruled in its favour.
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usual. This was also thanks to the
fact that we facilitated the process,
and people were able to go ahead
with projects which had been im-
possible during the lockdown,”
he explains.

He continued, “Although com-
paring the effects of the pandemic
on investment in general in the
private construction sector, you
can clearly see a drop of nearly
six million euros, mainly due to
the lack of large projects. In 2019
there were more applications for
apartment complexes than there
were in 2020.”

Improvement works

Inland, there were also fewer ap-
plications for major projects and
more for small ones last year.
Sources in Alhaurin de la Torre
say the number of licences
granted to build residential prop-
erty has increased overall since
2015, after an enormous drop
during the financial crisis. How-
ever, 228 licences were issued
for this purpose in 2019, while
last year the number fell to 77.
There was very little change in
the number of applications for
improvement works.

In Cartama the mayor, Jorge
Gallardo, said the number of li-
cences for minor works had risen
considerably in comparison with
those for major projects. In his
opinion, though, and Town Plan-
ning councillors such as Andrés
Ruiz in Mijas agree, this is be-
cause many councils have intro-
duced a system where people can
just sign a declaration of respon-
sibility for small projects, instead
of having to wait for applications
to be granted.

In Malaga city, where the re-
duction in investment has fallen
around 30m euros to 395m there
was a notable increase in small

=

365

million euros were invested in
building projects in Malaga city
in 2020, around 30 million
euros less than in 2019.

38

million was the increase in
Marbella last year.

Marbella still has to use the 1986 Plan. J(.>SELE.

In Mijas the figure fell
from 787 million euros to
139, although the council
believes it will rise to 200
million this year

The pandemic has not
stopped Marbella council
working on its new Urban
Plan, which it hopes will
come into force in 2023

building projects.

Activity here fell by 35 per cent
in March last year and 75 per
cent in April, but only ten per
cent in May, and in June there
was a reactivation in the sector
and an eight per cent increase in
business compared with the
same month in 2019. These fig-
ures are from Andimac, the Na-
tional Association of Distributors
of Ceramic and Construction Ma-
terials. In a study this associa-
tion showed that the cost of a
complete reform of a property is
around 5,700 to 5,400 euros, and
this can be nearly 49 per cent of
the total cost, without taking IVA
into account.

Most of the projects Andimac
studied had been able to proceed
on the basis of a declaration of
responsibility, a tool which the
association considers vital for
the sector in a particularly dif-
ficult year.

© Contributors to this report:
Eugenio Cabezas, Antonio J.
Guerrero, Andrea Jiménez, José
Maria Martin, Joaquina Duefias,
Vanessa Melgar and Susana
Zamora.
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Almost all Malaga
province can reopen
borders between towns

The regional authority
has said that the main
restrictions will remain
in place across
Andalucia until 4 March

SUR

MALAGA. With the reduction in
coronavirus cases in Malaga
province continuing, more
towns and villages are able to
open up their borders to their
neighbours this weekend.

As well as the 25 local mu-
nicipalities that opened up last
Friday, this week rates fell
enough in Marbella, Estepona,
Manilva, Ojén, Ronda, Alga-
tocin, Cortes de la Frontera,
Gaucin and Villanueva del Tra-
buco to allow borders to open
by Saturday morning at the lat-
est, pending the official Junta
announcement.

On Thursday this week (25
February), the rolling Covid-
19 case rate per 100,000 peo-
ple in the last 14 days was
227.7 for Malaga province,
down from 395 a week earlier
and changing the area map
from red, for extreme risk, to
orange for high risk. The av-
erage for Andalucia was 215.
Numbers in hospital are also
now falling sharply across the
region.

From this weekend, only
three Malaga villages; Archez,
Benaojan and Montejaque
have their borders closed as
their case rates are still over
500.

Despite the good news, the
regional government was keen
to stress that the risk level re-

Checks will be relaxed. f. saLas

mains high and has ruled out
reviewing the base-level re-
strictions until 4 March, a cou-
ple of days after the long-holi-
day weekend for Andalucia
Day. Its committee of experts
will meet next Wednesday, 3
March, to study latest health
data.

The rules, such as non-es-
sential shops shutting at 6pm,
a curfew from 10pm and re-
strictions on groups meeting
continue in place even for
towns with the lowest case
rates.

Travel between the eight
provinces of the region is still
banned except for essential
reasons, as is travel outside
Andalucia to elsewhere in
Spain.

© Visit www.surinenglish.com
for daily updates on Covid-19
figures and restrictions, including
a handy interactive map.

De Cottal . aw

v" Property-Buying, Selling and Renting

v" Holiday & Tourist Rental Licences
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Vaccine reduces infection in care homes
but lack of supplies delays over-80s jabs

The Junta de Andalucia
has announced plans to
have half the region’s
population inoculated
against Covid-19 by July

SUR

MALAGA. The positive effects of the
Covid-19 vaccination roll out in-
side care homes in the region is
already showing, with contagions
falling “to a minimum” in the last
few weeks.

All seniors’ residences in
Malaga province have given out
the two doses to both residents
and staff who have given their
consent.

Andalusian health service
sources have confirmed that after
the first dose was administered,
the effects were already starting
to be seen, and officials are now
looking to see the results of the
roll out to the over-80s not in care
homes, which started last week.

Although no firm data has been

published yet on the vaccine ef-
fectiveness, the evidence is of a
drop-off of new cases in care
homes. However part of the fall
in the care-home rate is also be-
ing attributed to the decline in case
rates overall in the last few weeks
and the fact that so many homes
were hit in the earlier waves.

Reinfections after the two Pfizer
doses have not been noticed ei-
ther. In the Malaga city and Gua-
dalhorce health district, for ex-
ample, only “four or five” cases
among vaccinated residence
workers have been reported.
“They tested positive after being
vaccinated but didn’t infect any-
one,” a source said.

Plan500,000
The Junta de Andalucia expects
to reach the summer with half of
the population vaccinated as part
of its Plan 500,000 to give out half
a million jabs a week.

But Minister of Health Jesus
Aguirre warned that the vaccina-
tion plan “is for several months,

or possibly for a year or more”.

According to Aguirre, the Junta’s
Covid vaccination strategy is work-
ing well, delivering an average of
150,000 doses per week, and it is
expected that at the end of April
or the beginning of May there will
be a big increase in the delivery
of vaccines.

Delays
Despite the positive news, the vac-
cination of people over 80 years
who do not live in care homes in
Andalucia was affected this week
as the region received only half
of the planned doses from Pfizer.
Some Malaga health centres

Nurses were contacting
people who had an
appointment from
Wednesday onwards to
inform them of the delay

had to postpone the vaccination
of the elderly and were calling pa-
tients to notify them that they will
receive the injection on another
date, once the supply gets back to
normal next week.

Nursing staff consulted by SUR
have said that they were contact-
ing people who had an appoint-
ment from Wednesday onwards
to inform them that, due to the
lack of doses, they would not be
able to give them the vaccine as
scheduled and that they will be
inoculated next week if enough
vials arrive.

The major obstacle faced by the
health centres in Malaga is that
they receive very few vaccines
(about 30 per centre per day) for
the elderly population. Sources
consulted by SUR said that in two
days, or at most in three, all eld-
erly people could be vaccinated if
there were enough doses.

Health professionals said: “We
do everything we can. We have
plenty of capacity to give the
injections.”

Local teachers
get their jabs

School teachers in the Axarquia
area started getting their Co-
vid-19 injections this week from
tents set up behind the district
hospital in Torre del Mar. As
part of the plan to give the As-
tra Zeneca vaccine to key work-
ers rather than those over 55,
135,000 Andalusian teachers
are being vaccinated. There was
excitement and relief among
the professionals gathering this
week. "It is really exciting, this
gives us a lot of peace of mind
to keep on working," said José
Luis Ruiz, a primary school
teacher in Torrox. Raquel Gil, a
teacher at another school in
Torrox, added, "Up to now
we've been lucky and not had
any cases at our school, but
this gives us the confidence
that we will be able to finish
the school year."”
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Costa del Sol Hospital studying
genetics of Covid patients with
help of a large donation

JOAQUINA DUENAS

MARBELLA. Covid-19 affects pa-
tients in many different ways;
some show no symptoms while
for others it is proving fatal. In

order to better understand why
this is happening, Marbella’s Hos-
pital Costa del Sol has joined up
with the University of Malaga
to investigate the likely genetic
factors at work in the develop-

ment of Covid-19 symptoms.
The research centres on a study
to define the relation between vi-
ral load and up to 700 genes re-
lated to the immune system and
inflammatory response that a pa-
tient’s body has on entering the
hospital and as the illness devel-
ops during their stay.
Researchers want to see which
genetic profile those with the
worse symptoms have. This
would then allow medics to iden-
tify early on those most predis-
posed and so anticipate their

needs and avoid them going on
to intensive care.

The work has been funded by
a 15,500-euro grant from the lo-
cal El Fuerte foundation, given
to the hospital at the start of the
pandemic. Results are expected
in the first part of this year.

In parallel, the hospital and
the university are supporting a
nationwide programme to de-
velop a Covid-19 risk scale to
help identify the patients most
likely to be worst affected by the
virus.
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Face-to-face GP
appointments toreturn

E.P. The Junta de Andalucia’s
health minister, Jests Aguirre,
announced this Wednesday
on a visit to Cordoba that face-
to-face appointments with
family doctors or primary
care nursing staff will be
available again in the region
from 2 March.

He said the decision follows
a decrease in the coronavi-
rus case rate which makes it
possible to restore “normal
health care”, but “in a safe
way”.

Aguirre said that, “anyone
in Andalucia can visit their
family doctor or nurse in a
normal way, as before,
through the return of face-to-
face appointments - but while
always guaranteeing safety”.

VACCINATION

Police ask not tobe
given Astra Zeneca

A.F./J.c. An association rep-
resenting more than 100,000
local and regional police offi-
cers across Spain has asked the
national government to stop
giving officers the AstraZeneca
vaccine against Covid-19.

The CSLA claims that it is
the vaccine that gives the least
protection of all those on the
market and, in addition, the
association claims that it is
causing numerous side ef-
fects among the people who
receive it.

The Catalan government be-
gan to give the vaccine a few
weeks ago to its regional po-
lice force and it has reported
similar side effects to those ex-
perienced by officers in France.

MALAGA

Diputacion hands over
land for new hospital

A. ROMERO. The Diputacion,
Malaga’s provincial author-
ity, unanimously voted on
Thursday to hand over a large
plot of land in Malaga city to
the Junta regional govern-
ment to build a 810-bed new
hospital.

The site is behind the Hos-
pital Civil and close to the Ma-
terno children’s hospital. The
land the Hospital Civil is on, as
well as some other healthcare-
related buildings, are also in-
cluded in the free land trans-
fer between the two public
authorities.

The Diputacién called it a
“historic moment”, although
the opposition parties called
on the Junta to go on and build
the planned hospital urgently.
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Dog escapes from an
animal shelter and
walks 50 kilometres to
look for late owner

Ribero jumped a two-
metre high fence at the
rescue shelter in Malaga
city and took eleven
days to reach his old
home in Guaro

IGNACIO LILLO

MALAGA. Ribero a two-year-old
dog, lived on the streets of Guaro
after his elderly owner died of
natural causes two months ago.
For several weeks he wandered
around his old home, where a
young man took him food. With
the help of volunteers, he was res-
cued and taken to an animal pro-
tection shelter in the La Virreina

area of Malaga city.

But his stay was short-lived.
He was taken in on 5 February
but just two days later Ribero had
escaped after jumping a two-me-
tre-high fence. What no one could
imagine is that Ribero would ap-
pear back at his old home eleven
days later on 18 February. He had
travelled around 50 kilometres,
crossing busy motorways and
roads, until he reached the same
place where he was first found.

“In the villages there are many
animals that are used to enter-
ing and leaving the houses freely,
but when the owner died, our first
intention was to rescue him and
find him a home,” explained Car-
men Manzano, president of the

s < &

animal association.

Given the circumstances, how-
ever, the charity has changed its
strategy with Ribero. “Since he is

Ribero, after being rescued and transferred to the shelter. sur

safe there, the youth who was tak-
ing care of him will continue to
do so, so that he will gain confi-
dence, because it is clear that he

February 26th to March 4th 2021
SUR IN ENGLISH

won't get used to the shelter.”

Looking for a new home
Manzano is now appealing for a
family that has a fenced farm or
large house to take care of him.
A home with other dogs, a pack
which Ribero could join. “He is
an animal that needs to be out-
doors; it would be ideal.”

The charity’s president draws
attention to the “loyalty and af-
fection” shown by the pets of peo-
ple who have died during the co-
ronavirus crisis. Manzano points
out that since the beginning of
the pandemic many dogs and cats
have been taken to the shelter af-
ter being ‘orphaned’ following the
death of their owners, often peo-
ple who lived alone.

This is not an isolated case of
a dog being picked up by the
charity after going in search of
its home. Previously, there was
another case of a dog that lived
with an elderly lady in Campa-
nillas. When she died, he was
given up for adoption to another
family in the city, but he too ran
away and appeared back at his
first home.

IN UNCERTAIN
TIMES,

YOUR CAR
SHOULDN'T BE.

Council to plant more than 2,000
trees before end of current term

MARBELLA

The town hall believes
that boosting the town'’s
vegetation will increase
residents’ quality of life
and contribute to the
area's unigue climate

JOAQUINA DUENAS

MARBELLA. Even though Marbella
heads the provincial rankings in
terms of green spaces per inhabi-
tant (29.7 square metres), the
town hall this week announced
that it will increase the munici-
pal tree stock by more than 2,000
units before the end of the cur-
rent term.

The councillor for Parks and
Gardens, Diego Lopez, explained
that “this planting plan is in addi-
tion to the pruning and plant

&

Martin-Lomenia, left, at the bird observatory. JoseLe

health work that we carry out
regularly to guarantee the con-
servation and maintenance of the
town’s green areas”.

The aim, he said, was “to im-
prove residents’ quality of life”,

stressing that it is this vegetation
that is “one of the great genera-
tors of our privileged climate as
it helps to reduce CO2 emissions
and shelters innumerable spe-
cies of birds and contributes to

urban biodiversity”.

“A great deal of technical and
operational work is being done
to continue expanding the diver-
sity of species, taking into account
the space available, avoiding those
that may have allergenic poten-
tial and giving priority to aesthet-
ics so that the municipality pre-
sents the best possible image,”
he said.

New birdwatching lookout
Another development this week
has been the opening of the town’s
first birdwatching observation
point between La Concepcién
dam and the mouth of the Rio
Verde.

The project, financed by the
Malaga provincial council will,
according to Victoria Martin-Lo-
mena, director general for the En-
vironment in Marbella, will allow
“visitors to enjoy the extraordi-
nary flora and fauna of this area
just a few metres from the Paseo
Maritimo and the town centre”.

From the viewpoint, numer-
ous birds can be observed, among
them cormorants or coots, fly-
catchers, kingfishers and brown
bush-warblers.

Two-million-euro
aid package
announced for
small businesses

J. DUENAS

MARBELLA. Marbella town hall
has announced an aid package
for small and medium-sized
businesses of two million euros,
which can be increased by a fur-
ther one and a half million, de-
pending on the number of re-
quests received, according to
mayor Angeles Mufoz.

There are two types of grant:
one of 2,000 euros per applica-
tion, aimed at the self-employed
and companies with fewer than
five employees, and another of
3,000 euros, for businesses with
between five and 50 employees.

Applications will be open for
15 days once it is published in
the provincial gazette (BOPMA)
either today or on Monday, with
instructions to be available on
the town hall website.
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Malaga man who previously
had licence revoked uploads
more reckless driving clips

In his latest social media
posts he also claimed
that he had run overa
pedestrian while riding a
motorcycle during the
filming of a music video

FERNANDO TORRES /
JUAN CANO

MALAGA. It’s not the first time that
his name has appeared in a police
report. In September 2019, he was
reported for driving recklessly and
for recording himself insulting po-
lice officers, actions that he pub-
lished on his Instagram account.
As a result of one of those videos, he
lost his driving licence but, appar-
ently, that has not stopped his an-
tics.

Malaga’s Local Police force have
caught him again thanks to images

that were uploaded to social me-
dia, this time on a motorcycle and
still without a licence, near the fair-
ground.

It is claimed the 23-year-old was
riding an off-road motorbike with
a group of people around the
streets of an industrial estate. His
latest reckless actions were alleg-
edly carried out during the film-
ing of a music video and, SUR has
learned, several Covid-19 preven-
tion measures could also have been
breached.

In addition to the reckless driv-
ing that is seen in several Insta-
gram posts, the accused young
man explained to his followers in
a later video that he had had an ac-
cident after hitting a pedestrian.

The evidence was gathered by
the accident investigation team of
the Local Police and the young man
now faces more road safety

The offence for which he was
arrested in September 2019. sur

charges. On this occasion he was
not arrested since he appeared at
the police station accompanied by
his lawyer.

In September 2019 the young
man had been arrested on suspi-
cion of two road safety crimes -
one for driving a motor vehicle with
recklessness and another other for
doing so with excess speed - and
a third crime which was based on
a series of videos located by the in-
vestigators, in which he insulted
officers from different police forces
on public roads.

112 REPORTS

MALAGA

Dog saved after head
trapped between rocks

A.FRIAs / J.c.In a delicate two-
hour operation on Monday in-
volving stone chisels, hydraulic
hammers a lot of patience, fire-
fighters in Malaga saved the life
of dog that had got its head stuck
between rocks next to the Gua-
dalhorce river, near the water
treatment plant that serves Pi-
zarra, Alora and Coin. The dog
was uninjured.

The dog is safely rescued. SUR

FUENGIROLA

Two arrested after high-
speed police chase

A.F. /1. GELIBTER. Those walk-
ing alongside Fuengirola river
on Monday were shocked when
a motorcycle passed at full
speed heading in the direction
of the beach, chased by police.

Officers managed to catch up
with it when it left the cycle
land and got stuck in the sand,
before arresting two individu-
als who tried to flee on foot.

The pair reportedly tried to
rob a local supermarket at gun-
point and successfully
snatched a woman’s purse.

SUR sources say that the
weapon used was fake.

952 147 834

Phane mumbar

valid from anywhere in Spain

Two arrested for 70,000 hidden camera
videos of women in public toilets

The recordings were made
with a small device that
looked like an air freshener
but contained a camera,
motion detectorand a
memory card

JUAN CANO / ALVARO FRIAS

MALAGA. National Police officers
have arrested two people - a man
and a woman - and seized more
than 70,000 videos after hidden
cameras were discovered in pub-
lic toilets for women at a shopping
centre in Malaga.

A small plastic device meticu-
lously placed next to the toilet door
appeared to be an air freshener,
but what it hid inside was a bat-
tery, which was attached to a mo-
tion detector, a micro SD memory
card and a small camera.

According to police sources, the
two people arrested had 71,080

Devices were found at a shopping
centre in the city. sur

videos recorded in this way from
various establishments in the prov-
ince apparently with the intention
of publishing them on a website
for “financial gain”.

The investigation began on 17
January when a shopping centre
in Malaga city found the strange

devices installed in the women’s
toilets. They did not know who had
put them there, so they decided to
alert the National Police.

Investigators began an analysis
of the images found on the mem-
ory cards and, since they had a mo-
tion sensor, the cameras recorded
the person who installed them. De-
spite the fact that only her cloth-
ing was visible, they managed to
identify the suspect, a 31-year-old
woman. Officers also found out
that a 44-year-old man - her un-
cle - accompanied her. With the
two suspects arrested, both of their
homes were searched.

After seizing the videos, police
said the files were classified by
categories, based on the physical
characteristics of the victims. There
were other videos too, some con-
taining minors, and others featur-
ing the arrested man having sex
with women, apparently filmed
without their knowledge.

MALAGA

Wanted Belgian who
tried tokillavetis held

A. F. / J. c. National Police in
Malaga have arrested a wanted
Belgian man who had a European
arrest warrant issued against his
name in December 2020 after he
was found guilty of trying to kill
a vet who was putting his dog to
sleep.

The 55-year-old man, who
wasn't carrying any documenta-
tion, was found last Friday at a
hostel in the city.

According to the information
provided by the Belgian authori-
ties, the man had made an ap-
pointment with a vet, with the in-
tention of putting his dog to sleep.
While the vet was treating the ani-
mal, he tried to strangle her with
a belt. The victim managed to flee
and call for help.

At court the man was convicted
of attempted murder, assault with
serious injuries, illegal custody
and robbery with violence, among
others. He was given a 15-year
prison sentence.

RONDA
Injured paraglider is
airlifted to hospital

SUR. A paraglider was injured
on Monday afternoon after suf-
fering a fall in the Malaga moun-
tain town of Ronda.

Firefighters, paramedics and
police were quickly on the scene
and the injured man was air-
lifted by helicopter to the hos-
pital in the town.

MALAGA

Man who ‘supplied acid’
forattackis held

J.c./ A.F. A Police have arrested
a man who is accused of sup-
plying the corrosive acid to José
Arcadio D.N. - nicknamed ‘El
Melillero’ - the main suspect in
the attack on two young women
in Cartama on 12 January.

The man has appeared in court
and been remanded in custody
while police investigate whether
he played a more significant role
in the incident.
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Malaga makes
its mark on
Mars mission

UMA Laserlab. NASA's Perseverance rover
landing on the Red Planet places the city’s
university among the elite of space research

FRANCISCO GUTIERREZ

he landing of the NASA

I rover Perseverance on

Mars was watched with

bated breath by a team of re-
searchers based in Malaga.

The scientists from the UMA
Laserlab, the laser laboratory of
the University of Malaga, led by
Professor Javier Laserna, are
among researchers all over the
world taking part in this new
NASA mission to the Red Planet.

The Laserlab is home to an in-
strument known as a Supercam,
which will enable the experts to
examine rocks and minerals on
the surface of Mars.

Sound waves produced by the
impact with rocks will be trans-
mitted to Earth and reproduced
in a chamber that simulates the
temperature, pressure and solar
radiation on Mars.

The simulation chamber in
Malaga is 12 metres in length,
two metres in diameter and
weighs 20 tonnes.

Nerves

“They were very intense minutes
of great anxiety,” acknowledged
the UMA researcher minutes af-

ter the spacecraft landed and
emitted its first signals.

“During the seven minutes that
the landing operations last, as the
spacecraft enters the Martian at-
mosphere, communication is lost,
until the rover has landed on the
surface.

“You have to remember that
half of the missions that NASA
has sent to Mars have failed for
different reasons,” said Laserna.

The UMA Laserlab team could
not meet to follow the landing live.
Coronavirus crisis and the cur-
few forced them to follow the ma-
noeuvres - broadcast live by NASA
on YouTube - from their homes.

Intellectual challenge

Laserna said participating in this
mission “is an intellectual chal-
lenge of the first magnitude. There
are great researchers, many very
young. There are big problems to
solve. And for us, interpreting the
data in our Martian atmosphere
simulator is a source of pride and
encouragement.”

Javier Laserna explains that
the calibration card that has
been mounted on the Persever-
ance (which verifies the results
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The NASA rover lands on the Red Planet. arp

of the different instruments)
bears the names of the scien-
tists who have participated in
that part of the mission: “Our
name, and that of Malaga is al-
ready on Mars.”

The Mars 2020 mission will oc-
cupy UMA Laserlab researchers
for several years.

“The rover will send a lot of
data during its mission. Simulat-
ing them here and analysing them
by reproducing the conditions on
Mars will take a long time,” said
the researcher.

Meanwhile, the laboratory will
continue to develop tools to de-
tect organic matter on Mars or
other celestial bodies, such as the
Moon or asteroids stressed
Laserna.

Cartama to welcome centre for digital
commerce with new logistics hub

CARTAMA

The project, developed
by BCM/Grupo MCA, will
involve an investment of
almost 17 million euros
and create 480 direct
jobs for local people

ANDREA JIMENEZ

Cartama is set to become a hub
for digital commerce after it was
announced this week that a new
logistics park will be built in the
area surrounding the Valle del
Guadalhorce hospital.

The developer BCM/Grupo
MCA will carry out this project on
a plot of almost 85,000 square
metres, in which it will invest al-

most 17 million euros to create
a large distribution centre with
“good communication” with both
Malaga (and the Andalusian Tech-
nology Park) and Marbella.

The aim is to have a “versa-
tile” park so that firms from dif-
ferent sectors can have their
warehouses there. The devel-
oper has previously collaborated
with large multinational com-
panies such as Amazon, Merca-
dona and Decathlon, as well as
those with a smaller scope.

The project, which is expected
to start in the next few months,
involves the construction of
three buildings, with 57,800
square metres for warehouses
and offices which will all be
rented out.

The project could be ready in

15 months, including all the pro-
cedures and formalities neces-
sary for the handover, from the
signing of the contract to the
provisional reception certificate.

Once the construction phase
is completed, the logistics park
will generate 480 permanent
jobs with “very diverse” quali-
fications, as these activities re-
quire around 80 jobs for every
10,000 square metres of prop-
erty, according to BCM. “Based
on experience in other similar
projects, these jobs should be
selected locally.”

The intended activity will be
the reception, storage and distri-
bution of goods. In this respect,
those responsible for the project
indicate that there will be “no risk”
of dumping or waste emissions.

Calls repeated for
planto be putin
place to control
stray cat colonies

ALH. DE LA TORRE

A. JIMENEZ. The El Gato Gar-
duno association in Alhaurin
de la Torre has put pressure
on the town hall to implement
the plan announced in August
2017 to control the town’s stray
cats.

The association says that its
team of volunteers, supported
only by private donations, has
been monitoring the around
35 colonies and has carried out
the TNR (trap-neuter-return)
method on around 150 cats.

In 2020, the association spent
more than 7,000 euros and now
they are calling for an official
agreement with the town hall
to carry out the work and with
council funding.

Malaga Metro
works progress
with two tunnels
set tojoin up

MALAGA

I. LiLLo. The long-delayed ex-
tension of Malaga Metro into
the city centre is about to reach
a historic milestone. The tun-
nel running from El Perchel,
next to the Maria Zambrano
main train station, and the
other from the Alameda in the
city centre should join close to
El Corte Inglés on 10 March,
according to SUR sources.

Junta president Juanma Mo-
reno will attend the breaking of
the separating wall. From that
moment it will become a single
gallery and two stations will be
added on this one-kilometre
stretch - one at El Corte Inglés
(Guadalmina) and the other on
the Alameda (Atarazanas).
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Mijas includes first funds for its Gran
Parque project in its budget for this year

MIJAS

The park, which will be
twice as big as La Paloma
in Benalmadena, will cost
20 million euros and
construction is due to start

at the end of the year
IVAN GELIBTER CQ
)

Five years. That is the amount of
time that has passed between the
initial proposal of a large public
park in the municipality of Mijas
and the inclusion of the project in
the council budget.

The delay has been due to the
technical complexity of the park,
combined with the complex bu-
reaucracy of the regional govern-
ment, the Junta de Andalucia. Fi-
nally, though, Mijas council has
now allocated some funds for the
works in its budget for this year;
in total the project will cost around
20 million euros and is expected
to take a little under two years to
complete.

“This has needed a huge amount
of work because there were nu-
merous difficulties to overcome,
especially to prevent flooding in
the area and to preserve the ar-
chaeological remains that have
been discovered. It will be a ma-
jor attraction for the town,” said
Public Works councillor José Car-
los Martin.

The total investment for this new
recreational area, which will cover
more than 350,000 square metres
in the area known as EI Ahogad-
ero, will be paid over several years.

“A project of this size will take
around 18 months to complete, so
payment can’t all be made in the
same year. Our aim is to contract
the works and start the construc-
tion by the end of 2021,” said
Martin, who is also the Ciudadanos
party spokesman at Mijas town
hall.

This step forward has been pos-
sible for two reasons: the good fi-
nancial health of the town hall and
the final authorisation from the re-
gional government, which was
given last October.

The park plan, which was sug-
gested during the last term of of-
fice and has now become a key pro-
ject for the coalition council of
PSOE and Ciudadanos, has not had
an easy path.

Different modifications had to
be made to the plans after objec-
tions from the regional govern-
ment’s Agriculture, Fishing and
Sustainable Development depart-
ment, and these have been com-
plicated to resolve, but the park

The design for the Gran Parque de Mijas *

i

Urbanizacion
Cerros
del Aguila

million euros is
the expected cost
of the park

* The plans may
have to be
slightly
modified at the
time of
construction

Cemetery

The park, which will be
very close to Las Lagunas,
will be around 350,000
square metres in size

now has the blessing of all the dif-
ferent administrations. To give an
idea of the complexity in admin-
istrative terms, one only has to con-
sider its size: the Gran Parque de
Mijas will be as big as the famous
Parque Maria Luisa in Seville and
nearly twice as large as the Parque
de la Paloma in Benalmdadena.
Although in October neither the

w107 3p Of31/ OUIWe)

La Vega
industrial estate

mayor nor the councillors
wanted to give an exact
date for the completion of
the project, they did say
that it could be in opera-
[ tion by the middle of
2023, and at the moment

that looks feasible.

The construction will
include technically diffi-
cult infrastructure such
as two roundabouts giv-

ing access to the park,
parking spaces, the boating
lake and its bridge. All of these,
in addition to the typical com-
plications of features of this type, in-
clude flood prevention measures.

As with other projects in the past,
the council also needed to acquire
privately owned land which would
be needed for the park and there-
fore had to negotiate with owners.

The Gran Parque de Mijas will
have gardens and wooded areas
as well as a running track on the
perimeter, a cycle and skate path
and a climbing wall, but the plans
have also taken into account ideas
and requests that local people were
invited to send to the authority.

The architectural style of the
park will be typically Andalusian
with allusions to the donkey taxis,
Moorish roof tiles, wrought iron-
work, decorative pillars, geomet-
ric tiling and other elements that
define Mijas. These will be used
on fountains, kiosks and a pavil-
ion.

Among the most striking aspects
in the design of this new park are
the boating lake and the bridge that
crosses it, and a “fantasy” area,
with extensive children’s play fa-
cilities (including water), outdoor
game tables (chess and cards) and
a petanca pitch.

The plans also include an open-
air amphitheatre which will be
used for concerts, theatrical shows,
and other types of entertainment.

e e

What do you think?

If you have an opinion about this or
any other topic in SUR in English,
we want to hear from you. We may
publish your comments.

Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es
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The reservoir works. sur

MIJAS PUEBLO

New water reservoir
ready before summer

I. GELIBTER. Mijas town hall has
said that works on the new res-
ervoir tank that will supply Mi-
jas Pueblo are 60 per cent com-
plete and will be finished be-
fore the summer. The struc-
ture being built in the Cantera
del Puerto area will hold
10,000 cubic metres of water,
divided into two separate
tanks. The new reservoir,
which has cost 1.3 million
euros to build, is designed to
replace the aquifers which, ac-
cording to councillor José Car-
los Martin, are drying up

BENALMADENA

Electronicadmin saves
1.5 million print-outs

I. G. Benalmadena town hall has
said that since it adopted its pa-
perless electronic administra-
tion system two years ago it had
saved printing 1.5 million docu-
ments, many of which would
take up more than one page. In
financial terms the saving
amounts to 100,000 euros, said
the local authority, not to men-
tion the benefits for the envi-
ronment. The electronic admini-
stration also saves people hav-
ing to travel to the town hall in
many cases, said the authority.

BENALMADENA

Water bills this year to
bereduced by 15%

I. G. Residents in Benalmadena
can expect to see their water
bills cut by 15 per cent this
year. Mayor Victor Navas an-
nounced this week that the
town hall would temporarily
waive the water improvement
fee, normally charged to fund
works to protect resources
and improve supply. The dis-
count will be in place “until
we’ve left this crisis behind
us”, said the mayor, and will
affect both domestic and in-
dustrial users.
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THE BEST FASHION
AT AFFORDABLE
PRICES

The Carrefour hypermarkets in Estepona,
Mijas, Fuengirola, Torremolinos and
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INHERITANCE
IN SPAIN

Our law firm has specialised for
over 20 years in assisting foreigners
who want to accept or reject an
inheritance in Spain.

www.spaininheritance.com

Call us on

tel +34 674 347 550
info@spaininheritance.com

LEGAL ADVISORS SPAIN
INHERITANCE LAWYERS

Avenida Ricardo Soriano 20, 7/A,
29601 Marbella

Nerja sisters donate part of hat
and bag sales to cancer charity

NERJA

Syreeta and Tanya
Edwards got their
inspiration while on
holiday in the Maldives
and have travelled
extensively for inspiration

E. CABEZAS

NERJA. Two sisters from Nerja
have launched a range of bags
and hats for women with ten
euros from each sale going to-
wards the Spanish cancer char-
ity, Asociacion Espanola Contra
el Cancer (AECC).

Syreeta and Tanya Edwards,
who are the daughters of a Span-
ish-British couple, got the inspi-
ration for their company,
Kandhyma, and their designs,
while on holiday on the island
of the same name in the Mal-
dives around two years ago.

The sisters explain that they
did some “intensive research”
by travelling to New York, Cam-
bodia, Vietnam, Morocco and
Dubai to get ideas and source
materials, which they say are
“sustainable”.

However, Syreeta, 43, was di-
agnosed with thyroid cancer and
plans were put on hold. Now
fully recovered and with more
time on their hands since the
hostel they run in Nerja has seen
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Tanya and Syreeta Edwards in Nerja with two of their designs. E. caeezas

few guests in the last year, they
have focused their attention on
the range of bags and hats.

So far fans of their accesso-
ries include Lidia Bedman, the
wife of Vox party leader Santi-

ago Abascal, and Nerja fashion
blogger Jennifer Urbano.

The handmade and limited
edition bags are aimed at “glam-
orous women looking for some-
thing exclusive”, said Tanya, 38.

Demolition of Giner de
los Rios centre complete

NERJA

E. €. Nerja mayor José Alberto Ar-
mijo and other town councillors,
visited the site of the now demol-
ished Giner de los Rios centre on
Wednesday to answer questions
posed by owners of properties in
the immediate vicinity.

The demolition work is expected

to be completed today with the
company running the project,
Transportes Antelo S.L., prepar-
ing the ground for a new building
and putting up temporary diver-
sion signs for access between Calle
Granada and Calle Manuel Marin.
Architect Joaquin Lopez has pre-
sented a basic plan for a new cul-
tural centre to the town hall.

-
Wednesday's meeting. sur
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Councillors Roberto and Garcia by the ruins last Friday. E. c.

VELEZ-MALAGA

Islamic period towers
and wall discovered

E. C. Archaeologists in Vélez-
Madlaga have found the remains
of two towers and part of a wall
belonging to the town’s tenth
century Arabic fortress.

The discovery was made last
week as part of a project to con-
serve and restore defence build-

ings of the town’s Alcazaba.
Visiting the site last Friday,
councillors Maria José Roberto
and Cynthia Garcia said that the
find was “important for local
culture and historic heritage”.
Each of the towers is from a
different period during Spain’s
Islamic era, with one dating to
the Almohad Caliphate of the
10th to 13th centuries and the
other from the later Nazrid era,
from the 13th to 15th centuries.

NERJA

Red Cross to move
into Nerja town hall

E. C. Nerja town hall has handed
over an office within its building
to the Red Cross, giving the hu-
manitarian charity a permanent
base in the town.

Mayor José Alberto Armijo
said on Saturday that the office
would “allow families to benefit
from the projects and pro-
grammes run by the charity”.

Red Cross representatives said
they were “pleased” with the cen-
tral location for the new office.

TORROX

Bus station refurb
gets under way

E. €. Torrox town hall has started
work to refurbish the coastal bus
station and taxi rank. With a
budget of 314,000 euros and a
six-month time frame, the new
design is set to include wider
pavements, a smaller traffic is-
land on Avenida Andalucia and
offer more shade. Part of the
shade will be provided by “verti-
cal gardens”. Mayor Oscar Med-
ina said the station would be “the
most modern in Andalucia”.

VALLE NIZA

Greenlight to complete
housing development

E. €. Residents of the Las Can-
teras area of Valle Niza in Vélez-
Madlaga received good news on
Monday when the town hall ap-
proved new regulations giving
the green light to complete their
housing development.

For a number of years local
residents have been protesting

that the area has been “neglected
and abandoned” by local politi-
cians.

Veélez-Malaga mayor, Antonio
Moreno Ferrer, said, “We have
been working to try to complete
the development since 2018.”

He went on to say that it was
one of the “commitments” in the
town’s PGOU (general urban
plan). He added that urban de-
velopment was “one of the driv-
ers behind generation of wealth
and local employment”.
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Unique and exclusive,
all for just 40 million

Sold. With ten bedrooms, 13 bathrooms and

Corinthian columns, one of the most luxurious

villas in Marbella now has a new owner

The mansion is 3,000 m2

in size and stands in 6,000 m?2 of
grounds with an infinity

ng ool. sur

JOAQUINA DUENAS

The world is experiencing the big-
gest health crisis of the past cen-
tury and the majority of countries
have restricted movement and
even confined people to their
homes. This has led many to con-
sider moving to a larger house with
more outside space.

Maybe that was one of the rea-
sons behind the recent sale by Dru-
melia Real Estate of one of the most
prestigious villas in Marbella, which
had an asking price of 40 million
dollars. Of course the climate on
the Costa del Sol, or a need for more
privacy or greater luxury might
have had an influence too.

The property, which is in Sierra
Blanca, came onto the market on
30 September 2019. It is a spa-
cious, top quality, classical man-
sion with impressive Greek-style
columns, in a unique location with
lovely views.

It has ten bedrooms, 13 bath-
rooms and two kitchens and was
designed by architect Jesus del
Valle Cardenete. The property won
the Maceal prize for best interna-
tional villa in 2017.

Four storeys high, with a neo-
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classical entrance, it is 3,000m2
in size on a private 6,000m2 plot
with an infinity pool in the gardens.

The villa was built by British de-
veloper Joe Ricotta, and its con-
struction took three years. It is one
of the most impressive houses in
Marbella, in one of the most exclu-
sive locations in Europe. Drume-
lia also has three other transac-
tions under way for properties with
a market value of over ten million
euros.

“All this shows that foreign buy-
ers or investors are not being put
off by Covid-19 and the current re-
strictions, and are still committed
to investing in Marbella,” said Ar-
tur Loginov, sales director and part-
ner in the firm.

In fact, last year Drumelia re-
ceived more enquiries than usual
for properties in this price range.

They attribute this to the fact
that, after the worst moments of
the coronavirus crisis, people’s
preferences changed in terms of
location and type of property. In-
stead of exclusive apartments in
city centres, they are looking for
spacious plots inquieter, more pri-
vate areas.

IN UNCERTAIN TIMES,

YOUR BIKE

SHOULDN'T BE.
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Fuengirola announces new
hiking route with picnic
and exercise areas

FUENGIROLA

Work on the new trail,
which will link to the
network of existing
paths, is expected to
take around two
months to complete

TONY BRYANT

FUENGIROLA. Fuengirola town hall
has announced plans for a new
hiking trail along the banks of the
Arroyo Zaragoza in Carvajal. Work
on the landscaped path, which
will link to the network of exist-
ing trails, has already begun and
will be carried out in three stages.

The first stage will be the crea-
tion of the 700-metre path. This
will be followed by the creation

of two green spaces complete with
a children’s zone, picnic areas
equipped with barbecues and an
outdoor ‘gymnasium’ with exer-
cise apparatus.

The new route will run from
Carvajal’s new boulevard to Calle
Gorriones and will connect to the
trails in the Parque de la Cantera
and Arroyo Real.

The work is expected to take
around two months to complete
and will cost 426,000 euros.

Councillor for Urban Ecology
Antonio Carrasco said: “Our
mayor commissioned us to study
areas where we could expand the
paths that we already have in our
town. In a municipality of just ten
square kilometres, it is impor-
tant to take advantage of these
spaces to create trails for our resi-
dents to enjoy.”

Age Concern
reopens second-
hand shop and
resumes weekly
social meetings

FUENGIROLA

T. B. Following the relaxation
of the regulations enforced to
curb the rise of Covid-19 in-
fections, Age Concern Fuengi-
rola/Mijas/Benalmddena has
announced the reopening of
its second-hand shop in Los
Boliches.

After a complete sanitation
of the premises and the stock,
the shop has resumed busi-
ness from Monday to Saturday
from 10.30am to 2pm. The
shop’s hours have been ex-
tended on Wednesdays, when
it will stay open until 6pm.

The charity has also re-
started the weekly social meet-
ings in its drop-in centres. Co-
vid protocol will be enforced
and masks must be worn.

MALAGA

Restaurant servesupa
tasty treat for Cudeca

T.B. The Uvedoble restaurant in
Malaga boosted the Cudeca Sun-
flower Appeal fund this week by
donating 1,100 euros raised dur-
ing a charity drive organised by
the establishment’s owner. Guil-
lermo Orellana, known to the
locals as Willy, decided to do-
nate one euro from every Span-
ish omelette that he sold in the
restaurant since the campaign
began last October.

Several restaurants have
joined the initiative by donat-
ing one euro from selected
dishes and the charity is calling
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Guillermo Orellana. sur

on others to support the cause.
A spokesperson for Cudeca

said, “Any help received is al-

ways more than welcome.”

FUENGIROLA

Council passes free bus
plan for residents

I. GELIBTER. Fuengirola town hall
has taken its promise to make the
local bus service free for residents
one step further this week. The

council has passed the bylaw that
will govern the new system, which
involves the creation of a free bus
pass for residents registered on
the local census (padron).

The plan, which also estab-
lishes the fares for paying pas-
sengers, now has to be approved
by the regional authority.
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PM announces 11bn-euro aid package for
businesses and the self-employed

The additional measures
will be approved ‘in the
coming weeks' and focus
on hard-hit sectors that
were competitive before
the pandemic, such as
tourism and hospitality

LUCIA PALACIOS

MADRID. Spain’s prime minister,
Pedro Sanchez, announced in
parliament on Wednesday that
central government will approve

in the “next few weeks” an ad-
ditional financial aid package of
11 billion euros for “new meas-
ures” for larger firms, small
and medium-sized enter-
prises and the self-
employed.

This is a “significant
amount of resources for
sectors that were com-
petitive before the pan-
demic, such as tourism,
hotels or small busi-
nesses,” said Sdnchez during
his speech in the Congreso
chamber.

Sanchezon
Wednesday

The aim, said the prime min-
ister, “is to facilitate the return
of economic activity, reinforce

the solvency of balance sheets
and to make investments
and hire workers to be
fully ready for the start of
the economic recovery”.

However, Sanchez did

not make clear if it would
be direct aid, which
other countries, such as
Germany, have deployed
and something that business
leaders, employers and differ-
ent economic organisations have

been demanding.

During his speech on the co-
ronavirus pandemic and the cur-
rent state of alarm, the PSOE
leader said, “We not only want
to save companies and jobs, but
also to strengthen them and cre-
ate new companies and jobs.”
“Economic recovery is a firm
hope,” he added.

The prime minister high-
lighted that, since the beginning
of the pandemic, the govern-
ment had committed 20 per cent
of gross domestic product in re-
sources in “a protection exer-
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cise never seen before”.

He also added that funds sent
to the devolved regional govern-
ments since the beginning of the
pandemic exceed 24 billion
euros, designed to strengthen
healthcare but also, he said, to
inject direct aid as the regional
authorities are closest to and
aware of the impact of the re-
strictions applied.

Representatives of the self-
employed have said this week
that some 300,000 ‘autonomos’
will have to give up work due to
the pandemic.

The ATA association said in
its latest study, published on
Wednesday, that one in six self-
employed have not worked since
last March and half say that, de-
spite still being open, the vol-
ume of their business has fallen
by half.
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Greater take-up of low-skilled jobs by women increases the gender pay gap. sur

Andalucia’s wage gap under
fire as report shows women
earn 24% less than men

To mark Spain’s Equal Pay
Day this week both the
regional government and
the UGT union in Malaga
published their separate
analysis of the situation

J. L. PIEDRA / A. PEREZ-BRYAN

SEVILLE / MALAGA. Women in An-
dalucia earn an average 24 per
cent less per annum than men
and also have double the num-
ber of part-time contracts, ac-
cording to data included in the
2020 Andalusian salary struc-
ture survey published by the re-
gional government. The figures
were released on Monday to
mark Spain’s annual Equal Pay
Day.

Announcing its study for all
the Andalucia region in the

Junta’s report, regional minis-
ter for Equality, Rocio Ruiz, said
that “the gender pay gap cur-
rently represents one of the
greatest social injustices in the
world”.

Across Andalucia

According to national govern-
ment statistics quoted in the re-
gional study, the average annual
salary of women in Andalucia in
2018 was 18,672 euros, while
men earned 24,712 euros, a gap
of 6,040 euros, which is slightly
higher than the figure nation-
ally.

Separate data quoted by the
Junta shows that, in 2019, the
proportion of part-time contracts
for women was double that of
men: 44.02 per cent compared
to 21.81 per cent.

The Andalusian Institute for

Women (IAM) has prepared an
information guide on the wage
gap and feminisation of poverty.

Marking the same day, the
UGT trade union published its
analysis of the situation just in
Malaga province, including the
Costa del Sol area.

In Malaga province

In its separate report, the UGT
union in Malaga said the gender
pay gap for Malaga province is
currently 22 per cent.

The union explained that the
gap has increased locally from 20
per cent last year due to negative
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic
on women’s working conditions.

“It is a key factor in [causing]
social inequality,” said Maria
Adela Zafra, UGT Malaga’s
spokesperson on Equality.

The UGT explained that the
gender pay gap doesn’t neces-
sarily mean less pay for the same
job, but rather that, overall,
women earn less than men.

This is principally due to
women failing to rise to as many
senior positions in firms or them
taking more lower-skilled work
on the whole.

Russian discount
supermarket chain
plans to follow Lidl
and Aldi withiits
own roll out in Spain

MALAGA

SUR. Mere, the supermarket
chain that has been dubbed “the
Russian Lidl”, is planning to
open 40 stores across Spain -
including in Malaga province -
before the end of the year.

The firm has a business
model that promises prices up

to 30 per cent cheaper because
of savings on local costs, per-
sonnel and also in packaging
and size.

“We do not need shiny and
attractive wrapping,” said the
company, adding that its super-
markets do not have shelves or
sales assistants. Everything is
sold without frills from pallets
or boxes, a model that is remi-
niscent of other supermarket
chains such as Lidl and Aldi.

The company explains on its
website, “The objective is to
open supermarkets in all ma-
jor cities in Spain and establish
solid relationships with national
suppliers and throughout
Europe.”
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Designer Outlet
Malaga celebrates
first year success
despite Covid-19

MALAGA

SUR. The McArthurGlen De-
signer Outlet Malaga mall, part
of the Plaza Mayor complex
close to Malaga Airport, has an-
nounced that it has had three
million visitors since opening
in February last year.

Bosses at the British-owned
operation said that this is “posi-

tive” news, “despite the impact
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Opening day at the designer outlet mall last year. sur (FiLE IMAGE)

of the pandemic, in terms of the
number of visitors, the growth
in brand names taking up shop
units and the high level of visi-
tor satisfaction”.

The mall, which specialises
in upscale branded fashion and
goods at discounted prices, re-
opened in June last year after
being forced to shut during
lockdown in spring. Since then
it has added new names to its
range including Prada, Bur-
berry, Armani and Furla, as well
as Spanish brands Bimba y Lola,
Ecoalf and Silbon.

Some of these have opened
their first ever store in the south
of Spain in Malaga, said McAr-
thurGlen.
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Spain marks 40th anniversary
of failed military coup

Some politicians
have called for
classified documents
about the 1981
attempted takeover
to be made public

MIGUEL ANGEL ALFONSO

MADRID. The frightening events
of 23 February 1981 are etched
in the memory of every Span-
iard who is old enough to re-
member them.

This week politicians and dig-
nitaries met in the Congreso de
los Diputados parliament build-
ing in Madrid to mark the forti-
eth anniversary of the failed
military coup.

King Felipe VI, who led the
event on Tuesday, was only 13
when news reached the Royal
Family that Guardia Civil offi-
cer Antonio Tejero had taken
MPs hostage in the parliament
chamber as the first stage of an
insurrection by some in the
armed forces.

The King remembered the key
role in ending the crisis played
by his father, former King Juan
Carlos, who he said had been
“decisive for the defence and tri-
umph of democracy”.

While King Juan Carlos’s late-
night television address in 1981
is seen as successfully putting
an end to the coup d’état, there
was much comment this week
on the absence of the former
head of state, in self-imposed

exile in Abu Dhabi while his fi-
nancial affairs are investigated.

The leader of the government
coalition partners, anti-capital-
ist Unidas Podemos did not ap-
plaud King Felipe’s speech.

“Forty years on, monarchy is
no longer a precondition of
[Spanish] democracy,” Pablo Igle-
sias said.

Some left-wing and national-
ist parties called for all docu-
ments around the failed coup to
be declassified so as to “know
for sure” what really went on.

Tuesday’s event in Madrid
drew together many people who
had been held hostage in 1981,
including MPs, parliamentary
staff and journalists, who all
shared anecdotes from 40 years
ago.

King Felipe talking with MPs in parliament's debating chamber on Tuesday about the events there in 1981. ep
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Confusion at top over
Women's Day marches

SUR. The government this week
approved marches in Madrid of
up to 500 people for the Inter-
national Women’s Day celebra-
tions on 8 March, only to seem-
ingly contradict itself later. The
government representative for
Madrid, with the support of the
national Ministry of Equality has
said they can go ahead. But the

AT | - l. o i = : a
Crowds at Women's Day in central Madrid in March 2020. eFe (FIiLE IMAGE)
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minister for Health said on
Wednesday that there was no
place for demonstrations. “The
state of the epidemic doesn’t al-
low it,” she explained.

The decision to allow large
marches a year ago in Spain on
8 March despite the surge in co-
ronavirus has been inconclu-
sively blamed for fuelling the
spread and causing more deaths.

The mayor of Madrid said it
will be very hard to keep num-
bers to 500 and called for dif-
ferent ways to celebrate the day.

GALICIA

Right to fine vaccine
avoidersis approved

M. SAIZ-PARDO. The Galician re-
gional government has approved
a bill which would allow it to fine
those who refuse to be vacci-
nated against Covid-19 and any
future viruses.

The legislation does not have
the support of central govern-
ment, which believes that it vio-
lates fundamental rights and
contradicts national regulations.
This opinion is shared by oppo-
sition parties and legal experts.

The new rule only gives
Galicia optional powers. Fines,
which could go up to 60,000
euros for a serious offence, will
not be used for the moment.

BRUSSELS

Ex-Catalanleader’s Euro
immunity nearsits end

SUR. The ex-head of the Catalan
government, Carles Puigdemont,
who is self-exiled in Belgium,
could be stripped by Euro MPs of
his immunity from prosecution
in a vote in early March.

An EU parliamentary commit-
tee has said, in a response to a
request by Spain, that Puigde-
mont and two former Catalan
ministers cannot claim immu-
nity for leading the 2017 illegal
referendum in Catalonia as they
weren’t Euro MPs at the time.

Ending immunity means ar-
rest warrants would kick in again,
but it is not certain that Belgium
would agree to an extradition.

THE EURO ZONE
MARK NAYLER

Inner conflict

‘ government that in-
Acludes [Podemos
leader Pablo] Iglesias
would not work, it would be
paralysed.” So said Socialist
leader and soon-to-be prime
minister Pedro Sdnchez in a TV
interview in July 2019, as his
party cast around for a partner
with which to form a national
leadership. But in November of
that year, after another general
election failed to give any party a
majority, Sdnchez and Iglesias

teamed up, miraculously ap-
pearing to have put their differ-
ences aside.

The two politicians enjoyed a
brief honeymoon period, but
now, just over a year later, it ap-
pears that the Socialist leader
was right to express scepticism
about their union. Increasingly,
the fragile partnership between
these two forces - one centrist
and at core traditional, the other
in love with Marxist ideas and
rebelling against the status quo -

is marked by conflict rather than
collaboration.

The centrist Socialists and
leftist Podemos have presented a
more-or-less united front during
the pandemic, but the question
of how to spend €72 billion in EU
recovery grants is now causing
problems. Podemos, rightly,
wants to keep it away from mas-
sive multinationals, whereas the
Socialists, bafflingly, want to give
chunks of it to companies such
as Iberdrola and Seat, multi-bil-
lion-dollar behemoths that can
generate their own resources for
change. Issues such as rent cap-
ping, pensions and taxation have
also pushed both parties out of
their comfort zone, resulting in
rancour and disappointment
within the coalition.

The two leaders’ ideological
differences, especially those

concerning Catalan independ-
ence and the Spanish monarchy,
go even deeper than financial
clashes. Iglesias wants a legiti-
mate independence referendum
in the northeasterly region, and
publicly backed the illegal plebi-
scite held by its separatist gov-
ernment in October 2017, saying
beforehand that it would “mobi-
lise” the electorate.

Like most of the ‘independis-
tas’ with whom he pledges alle-
giance, the Podemos leader is
also strongly anti-monarchist,
once promising that he would
hold a national referendum on
the institution’s future if he came
to power. Sanchez, by contrast, is
against a Catalan independence
referendum and supports the
Spanish monarchy. If you were
having a dinner party and invit-
ing these two over, both issues

would have to be banned from
the table; best just to stick to
their mutual hatred of the right.

The lack of a functioning op-
position hardly compels these
two men to face the enemy as
one. As an anonymous minister
told El Pais this week, “Our great
advantage right now is that there
is nothing across from us.” The
Popular Party is in corruption-
induced meltdown and centrist
Ciudadanos is on sabbatical, at
least for the moment. Vox main-
tains an angry presence but is
too small, by itself, to cause the
government many problems. In-
stead of exploiting this situation
to its advantage, the PSOE-Po-
demos partnership is paralysing
itself with inner conflict, just as
Sanchez feared it would long
before he shook Iglesias’ hand
in November 2019.
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Gibraltar-registered vehicles
are being impounded in Spain

People who officially live in
Spain are subject to rules
regarding importation of
vehicles and residency
status, even if they have a
Gibraltar address as well

DEBBIE BARTLETT

GIBRALTAR. The Gibraltar govern-
ment has issued advice to peo-
ple who live in Spain but drive a
Gibraltar-plated car or motorcy-
cle, following a crackdown by the
Spanish authorities. Over 20 ve-
hicles are believed to have been
impounded so far.

This is not related to Brexit,
but is to do with customs pro-
cedures under EU rules, regard-

IN BRIEF

CORONAVIRUS

Fewer Covid cases and
more vaccines

D.B. The number of positive Covid-
19 cases and hospitalisations con-
tinues to fall in Gibraltar, and the
Health Authority has reduced its
states of alert and readiness to Am-
ber (Substantial) after nearly eight
weeks. Figures issued on Wednes-
day night showed that 32,705 doses
of the vaccine had been given, of
which 12,846 were second doses.
Nearly 13,000 more doses also ar-
rived on Wednesday from the UK.

CULTURE

Launch of website for
Gorham’s Cave

D.B. The Gorham’s Cave complex
World Heritage Site now has a
website of its own instead of a
dedicated section on the website
of the Gibraltar National Museum.
The museum is the authority that
manages the complex on behalf
of the government. The website
www.gorhamscave.gi has infor-
mation about the WHS, its his-
tory, and how it can be visited.

CULTURE

World Book Day will be
marked online this year

D.B. The traditional event to mark
World Book Day at the John Mack-
intosh Hall cannot take place be-
cause of the pandemic, but there
will be plenty of online activities
from Saturday 27 February and
they will continue all week. The
events can be found on social me-
dia, such as the John Mackintosh
Library and GCS Facebook pages,
on local radio and in the press.

ing importation of vehicles and
residency status of their owner.
Nobody who is officially resi-
dent in Spain can own a Gibral-
tar-registered vehicle, and vice
versa. Even if someone has an
address in both places, they can-

not be officially resident in Gi-
braltar and Spain at the same
time. Anyone in this situation
who decides to make Gibraltar
their official residence must le-
gally cancel their residence
status in Spain, otherwise the
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Spanish system will still treat
them as if they are living there.
After taking the matter up with
the Spanish authorities, the gov-
ernment advice is for those in
this situation to familiarise them-
selves with the legal require-
ments in Spain and ensure that
they comply with Spanish and
Gibraltarian residency rules, with
the help of a lawyer or tax adviser
if necessary. Failure to comply
wih the requirements could re-
sult in their Gibraltar-registered
vehicle being impounded.
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fering with this?”

years seems strange to me.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Fight against drugs

Last week, in the 16 February issue of the Spanish SUR, there
was a small article (with photo) about a chase, that took place
in the harbour of La Duquesa, by the Guardia Civil, against the
fast smuggler boats suppling fuel to other delivery boats in
need for fuel to get on further along the coast.

Working on boats for years in this harbour, we have been
watching these people doing their business two or three times
aweek. The spectacle: shouting, loading, jumping in the boats,
taking off at high speed, could be seen frequently for many
years, and left us all wondering: “Why are the police not inter-

I can agree that some time is needed to dismantle a gang,
but, allowing these people to do their business for so many

Can anybody give me an acceptable reason why, in this case,
dealers were allowed to do this for such a long time without
getting caught? DIRK BOGAERT

Health and safety

Iurge you to do an article on
the necessity for the town
halls to prohibit the use of bi-
cycles and e-scooters on the
Paseos along the coast, espe-
cially Marbella.

Frequently riders can be
seen racing each other and
unsupervised children wind-
ing their way between pedes-
trians, some very mature.

Needless to say none of the
culprits have insurance in the
event of injury resulting from

this nefarious practice.

Paseos are meant to be for
the enjoyment of the majority
and not to be turned into race
tracks by the ruthless irrespon-
sible uncaring minority.

I call on town halls to
make the necessary deci-
sion and place appropriate
horizontal signs on the
paseos prohibiting all bikes
and e-scooters before seri-
ous injury and death, oth-
erwise it will be a derelic-
tion of their responsibility.
CHEVALIER JOE TIERNAN

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post.
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced
without written permission from the publishers.

Published by: PRENSA MALAGUENA'S. A.
Director General: ANTONIO GONZALEZ
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THE MUSIC MAKER
PETER EDGERTON
www.e-peter.com

A comedy of errors

some very welcome news

related to events of the past,
feel a shoot of joyous energy,
dance a lovely little jig around
the living room floor and then
slump back onto the sofa, ex-
hausted, in order to consider
the implications of what you've
just found out a little more pro-
foundly. That, I'm afraid, is
when the trouble starts.

It’s a scenario that can apply
to anything from meeting up
with friends from long ago or
hearing that your ex, for whom
you’'ve convinced yourself you
still hold a flickering torch,
wants to get back with you.

In the case of the former ex-
ample, you slowly start to re-
member how it always seemed
to be you who gave your chums
a lift to the pub, bought the
drinks and listened to their in-

I t happens like this: you hear

IDIGORAS

terminable stories about their
any-minute-now success.

In the case of the latter, it
gradually dawns on you that
she’s your ex for a reason, of
being nagged to within an inch
of your life and how your flat
smelt perpetually of nail var-
nish and cup cakes.

Inevitably, you come to the
conclusion that the past is bet-
ter left alone. Your lovely little
jig was in vain, based on a false
premise.

So it was this week when I
heard that Paramount is set to
bring back the hilarious TV se-
ries, Frasier. Oh yes! What could
be better? More hapless antics
from the well-meaning but
teeth-grindingly pedantic psy-
chiatrist, a man paid to advise
others about their problems
while his own life spirals out of
control in a succession of ever

more excruciating circum-
stances. And yet...

A TV series will usually come
to an end because the writers
feel there’s nothing more to say
on the subject and they don’t
want to recycle the same, tired
tropes for all eternity. In addi-
tion, many years later, the cast
will have moved on profession-
ally and, occasionally, may even
have passed away (as is the
case here with John Mahoney
who played Frasier’s pragmatic,
long suffering dad).

No, the more I think about it,
the more I don’t like the idea
of my favourite series coming
back for a shot at recapturing
its former glory.

Much better to dig out the old
box sets, grab a few cans of beer
and prepare a delicious feast
involving bacon sandwiches -
and not a single cup cake.

They've changed the

name of the village -
they think someone

might come now
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The San Pedro speed bump saga -
a campaign with a happy ending

he story begins in November 2011

I when [ complained to the Ayunta-
miento in San Pedro Alcdntara that

the speed-bumps in Calle Oriental and
Camino Cortés were ‘dimensionally’ ille-
gal in that the length of the approach slopes
was below the one-metre minimum al-
lowed. Indeed, they ranged from 40cm to
60cm. Shortly after this I made a presen-
tation to the town hall’s district coordina-
tor, Juan Pedro Carrasco, who was sym-

pathetic to my concerns and agreed to in-
vestigate the issue. Over the next year or so
he formulated a plan of action that resulted
in the removal of 13 bumps from Camino
Granadilla, north of Calle Oriental and four
in Camino Cortés. He then revealed that
the southern end of Calle Oriental from
the Barceld hotel crossroads to the round-
about junction by the N340 were owned
by the Guadamina Golf Club and that the
eastside footpath was the only part under

the council’s control. So, without the co-
operation of the club there was little more
that could be done.

Some months later in desperation I
wrote directly to Angeles Munoz, Marbella’s
mayor, in the hope that she could unblock
the impasse, and this instigated a meet-
ing with David Diaz Munoz, the then di-
rector for San Pedro at the town hall, who,
together with his chief engineer formu-
lated a design to address the problem, as
and when it could be put into being.

After some years passed, at a meeting
with Juan Pedro, he mentioned that there
was a possibility that they could adopt the
part of Calle Oriental from the club and
thus put into effect planned work. How-
ever in the 2015 election the PP lost their
majority and the PSOE formed a coalition
council that resulted in all the managerial
positions within the administration being

changed, thus putting the bumps prob-
lem back to square one.

A further two years passed and the two
OSP councillors (San Pedro separatist
party) were wooed to switch allegiance
from the coalition to the PP, thus putting
them back in power. Then in the result of
the 2019 election they saw their position
reinforced.

Some months later I noticed that work
had started in Calle Oriental, creating a
footpath on the west side, and then the
speed bump at the N340 end had disap-
peared, and by 21 February the whole road
had been transformed with moderate
speed bumps and electronic warning pe-
destrian crossing places installed.

You can imagine my elation that after a
decade, all of the road’s shortcomings were
gone.

So thank you Ayuntamiento!
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SUR. We talk to Professors Pedro
Brugada and Juan Sieira about
cardiac arrhythmias. Professor
Brugada is Head of the Arrhyth-
mia Unit at the Helicopteros Sani-
tarios Hospital in Puerto Banus.
How important is heart disease
today?

Heart disease remains the num-
ber one cause of death in the
western world. One in three peo-
ple die from heart failure. Heart
failure can occur in any of the three
components of the heart: the me-
chanical part, the circulatory and
the electrical.

What can alter the electrical func-
tion of the heart?

Heart failure, angina pectoris and
myocardial infarction can all alter
the electrical function of the heart.
Changes in the supply of oxygen
and other nutrients to the heart
cells alter the electrical function of
these cells, causing tachycardias
or bradycardias. The consequences
are highly variable, ranging from
being unknown to the patient, to
causing palpitations, loss of con-
sciousness (syncope) and even
sudden, unexpected death.

Is sudden death due to arrhyth-
mias common?

Approximately 30,000 people die
every year in Spain from sudden,
unexpected deaths caused by car-
diac arrhythmias. These sudden
deaths, however, are not always
unexpected and are not neces-
sarily fatal. The key to their pre-
vention and effective treatment
is a high degree of suspicion on
the part of the physician. These
potentially fatal arrhythmias oc-
cur bothin people with structural
heart problems and in people with
acompletely normal heart struc-
ture who suffer from an isolated
problem of the heart’s electricity.
How can arrhythmias be treated
in people with structural heart
disease?

When arrhythmias are the conse-
quence of structural heart dis-
ease, their correction is the most
important base for preventing sud-
den death. To do this, we must
identify those at risk. Starting with
an interview with the patient where
we obtain clinical information that
we will complete with explora-
tions such as heart imaging
through ultrasound, radiology (CT)
and magnetic resonance imaging

ia, Pedr

«When arrhythmias
are the consequence
of structural heart
disease, their
correction is the

most important base
for preventing sudden
death. To do this,

we must identify those
at risk»

(MRI) that have revolutionised car-
diology. The genetic-familial fac-
tor must also be taken into ac-
count and all relatives of a patient
with cardiac problems must be
investigated. With early diagno-
sis, there are many possible treat-
ments and they are very effective.
So, can a structurally normal
heart suffer arrhythmias?

Yes, in these cases the problem
lies in the formation and conduc-
tion of the heart’s electrical im-
pulse. There are potentially fatal
arrhythmias that produce slow
heart rhythms and even electri-
cal cardiac arrest, bradycardias;

L

RRHYTHMIAS: AN
MIC THAT IS CURABLE AT
HELICOPTEROS SANITARIOS

B

and rapid arrhythmias, tachycar-
dias. When they occur in the ven-
tricles, we speak of ventricular
tachycardias, which can be fatal
even in a normal heart.

What is the cause of tachycar-
dias that can be severe in a struc-
turally normal heart?

These tachycardias are caused by
generally inherited diseases with
very specific patterns. These in-
clude right ventricular dysplasia,
which results in degeneration of
the right heart muscle and causes
rapid ventricular arrhythmias lead-
ing to sudden death, usually at a
very young age. Another purely

Hemodynamics and Arrhythmias Unit. H.H.

electrical disease of the heart, also
hereditary, is the well-known Bru-
gada syndrome caused by altera-
tions of the sodium channel of the
heart, which is of crucial impor-
tance for the formation of the elec-
trical impulse. Another entity is
catecholaminergic tachycardia
which affects the ventricles as a
whole and typically produces ar-
rhythmias and sudden death dur-
ing exercise, because the heart
cells suffer from a genetic de-
fect that makes them very sensi-
tive to adrenaline.

And which arrhythmias are the
most frequent?

The heart can suffer arrhythmias
as a result of increased abnormal
electrical activity in the atria, atrial
tachycardia and atrial flutter; and
from abnormal impulses in some
areas such as the pulmonary
veins, atrial fibrillation, a very fre-
quent and important arrhythmia.

The classic treatment is by
means of antiarrhythmic drugs,
although these need to be taken
daily and do not cure the arrhyth-
mia, but only prevent it orimprove
the symptoms, apart from the side
effects they have. For this reason,
ablation techniques are now pre-
ferred, which can cure almost all
cases of flutter and atrial tachy-
cardia and a very high percent-
age of cases of atrial fibrillation.
A catheter is used to record local
activity within the heart: the site
of origin of the tachycardia is
sought and this area is destroyed
by heat or cold.

Other more common arrhyth-
mias in young people are Wolff-
Parkinson-White syndrome or WPW
and intranodal tachycardia, the lat-
ter very common in young women.

Without further ado, we bid fare-
well to Professors Pedro Brugada
and Juan Sieira, knowing that it
is a peace of mind to have them
to hand at Helicdpteros Sanitarios
for any consultation.
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e came across it with a
H click of the mouse and his

expert eye recognised not
just the face, but also the back-
ground. It was Brigitte Bardot in a
striking Andalusian setting which
just had to be Malaga. It was the
filming of The Jewellers of the
Moonlight’ (1957), one of those for-
eign films that found an easy pass-
port to post-war Spain when the
Franco regime wanted to show the
world its apparent openness. The
whole history of this film, as well
as the iconic BB, was there on a
French auction website, as a se-
ries of 400 photos which were
taken at the time. José Luis Cabrero
didn’t hesitate to snap it up. Now,
that unexpected treasure has been
digitalised, restored, enlarged and
studied and has ended up in the
exhibition called Brigitte Bardot,
Mito y Clichés en Mdalaga, (Myth
and Clichés in Malaga) which is
now on at La Térmica. It is a chance
to see the Torremolinos of old, in
glorious black and white.

“The pictures belonged to a
French collector and when I saw
them, T knew this was a great op-
portunity because the price didn’t
compare with their value,” said
José Luis, who is the co-creator of
the Torremolinos Chic website, at
the opening of the exhibition. He
said the person who sold the col-
lection denied afterwards that it
was he who had done so, “maybe
because he doesn’t want it to be
known that they are no longer in
France”.

He was reluctant at first to re-
veal how much he paid for this
valuable acquisition, but finally
admitted that it was over 1,000
euros. It is a lot of money, but when
you see the collection, you realise
it was actually a real bargain.

The display, which will continue
until June, is a mixture of glam-

The Brigitte

Bardot

BRIGIT |

treasure that

turned

up in

an auction

Exhibition. La Térmicais showinga
collection of previously unseen photos
of the actress filming The Jewellers of
the Moonlightin Malaga

province, whichwere

boughtataFrench

auctionby José Luis
Cabrera; the original
owner later regretted

selling

P Original.

The photos were only

6x6 cm in size and have been
enlarged. fito saLas

FRANCISCO
GRINAN

our, fascination, innocence and
nostalgia, showing images of Bar-
dot getting off the train at El Pinillo
(near Arroyo de la Miel), walking
with a script in her hand with film
director and her then partner Roger

Vadim, posing in a bra in a scene
which does not try to hide its eroti-
cism and the film’s intention to be
provocative (it was censored in
Spain), and at El Chorro with Ste-
phen Boyd (Mesala in Ben Hur)

£ BARDOT

MITOY CLICHES EN MALAGA

15,02 2021 - 06 06 3021

Natural.

Bardot
seems
comfortabl
e in these
photos.
NITO SALAS

and the famous little donkey Ro-
meo, which ‘BB’ loved so much that
she took it to the cottage she was
renting in La Carihuela and let it
sleep on her bed.

Also off the set

The film The Jewellers of the Moon-
light was not outstanding in qual-
ity but it brought an icon of “beauty,
freedom and controversy” to a
Malaga which was still only just
becoming known as the Costa del
Sol, and a collection of photos
which, with the passing of time
and because of their quality, have
acquired artistic value.

“The film tried to bring out the
most atavistic and antiquated part
of the country, showing a region
which was almost feudal, which is
what foreign creators

wanted to find
in Spain at that
time. They
wanted to por-
tray that image,
that was inher-
ited from the
19th century,
says José Luis.

The exhibition
also shows pho-
tos of the inevita-
ble scene of the
star fighting a
young bull in Mi-
jas bullring. This
is particularly
striking, “bearing
in mind how anti-
bullfighting Brigitte
Bardot has been”,
he points out.

In the total of 61

photos and 27 other
items in the display, including
magazines, books, postcards and
four sheets of original pictures, Va-
dim’s film is not just the protago-
nist, as photographer Jorge Dragdn
pointed out at the inauguration.
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Brigitte
Bardot,

| getting
out of the
swimming
pool at
this club

THE EXHIBITION

» Title: ‘Brigitte Bardot, mitoy
clichés en Malaga’. 61 photos of
the filming of The Jewellers of
the Moonlight (1957).

» Curator: José Luis Cabrera.

» Where and when: La
Térmica, until 6 June.

This piece of photographic his-
tory which can now be seen in
public for the first time “also
shows what we don’t see on-
screen”, he explained, like the
legendary actress in the swim-
ming pool at Club el Remo, and
chatting, surrounded by chil-
dren, in La Carihuela.

Also at the opening were writer
Alfredo Tajan; the director of La
Térmica, Salomoén Castiel; and
the president of the Malaga pro-
vincial government, Francisco
Salado, who were all interested
in the photos which had been
taken off set, such as the series
which portrays Bardot with two
dancers, wearing a Cordoban hat
and learning to play the casta-
nets on the terrace of the Playa
Montemar hotel, which was
owned by Viscount Llanteno.

The images show a Torremoli-
nos of little white houses and are
obviously aimed to be artistic, al-
though paradoxically we don’t
know who took them. In fact, it is
believed that six photographers
could have taken these 400 pic-
tures in the collection, and one was
probably Yves Mirkine, who was
French but of Ukraine origin.

The photos were originally
miniatures measuring 6x6 cm, and
were more than 60 years old. Now
they are making a big impact on
the walls at La Térmica, for every-
one to enjoy.
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These are hard times, but better days are on the
way! Meanwhile, let us treat you!

Take out a new Car, Home or Life policy and access Libﬂ | #1

our Cashback offer! There's no limit on policies,
so there’s no limit on Cashback!

Seguros. 2%

Visit your agent or or call 91342 25 49

Offer walid from 24th Febnuary to J6th Agrd 2027 Policies must be paid by direct debat. Applies ta new car, home and life poicies only, Mot for renewals ar replacemaents. Canddiors ard minimum
premiurs will be applied inall cases. Yiit cur website [Bbertyespatriates o5 or ash yaur brokerfagent for full detais
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Cleveland sage

Native to California, Cleveland
sage or Salvia clevelandii, is a
large evergreen shrub with aro-
matic silver-green leaves and
whorls of fragrant deep-pur-
ple flowers from spring through
to the end of the summer. It is
also known as Jim sage, blue
sage and fragrant sage.
Cleveland sage is ideal for the
Mediterranean climate as it
thrives in drought (it needs very
little watering during the sum-
mer) and can withstand extreme

heat provided it has a little shade
during the hottest part of the
day. It is also frost hardy for those
of us that live further inland
away from the coast.

The arching branches are
clothed with wrinkled, oblong
leaves which are highly aromatic
and sometimes used
in cooking in
place of cu-
linary
sage

officinalis). The leaves are also
used to make a refreshing tea
used to treat coughs and chest
colds. They can also be sprin-
kled on hot water for a facial
steam bath or used as a hair
rinse. The water from boiled sage
leaves can be used as a mild dis-
infectant and bunches of the
dried herb burnt to fumi-
gate rooms.
Cleveland sage
can grow quite
big, around 1.5
metres high by
the same wide,
. so it needs
plenty of space.
It is suitable for
a cottage or in-
formal style gar-
den or can be
grown in a large pot.
The lavender to
deep-purple flowers (there
are several cultivars with slight
variations on the shade of
blue), form in widely spaced
whorls on 30cm spikes. They
open from late spring and all
through the summer, attract-
ing butterflies and bees as well
as other beneficial insects.
Deadheading will extend the
flowering period although the
brown seed heads look good
all through the winter.

Cleveland sage can be kept
compact with a trim in autumn
or alternatively, look for the cul-
tivar Salvia clevelandii ‘Wini-
fred Gilman’ which has deep
red calyxes and electric blue
blooms and a more compact
growth.

Salvia clevelandii can be
grown from seed collected and
sown in the autumn or from
semi-ripe wood cuttings.

It is named after amateur
botanist, plant collector and
lawyer David Cleveland, co-
founder of the San Diego Soci-
ety of Natural History.

doughnut peach

The milder weather recently has fooled Lynn Hopkins' paraguayo
tree into blooming early. Paraguayos have flat, round fruit earn-
ing it the name the doughnut or saturn (like the rings of Saturn)
peach.

ERIKA FEBRES

This photo of Sedum morganianum 'Burrito’ (donkey tail sedum)
was sent in by avid plant collector Erika Febres in Benalmadena.
She says (about plants), " | love the colour they bring into my
life. And the life they bring to my garden, bees, bumble bees
and birds of different types."”

PHOTOS

CaIIing all gd rdeners your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rafion 48, 29009 Malaga,
with a caption and a few
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter
(@SUR_English).

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or
enjoy growing plants on
their terraces or balconies
and some like to take photos
of plants they see when out
and about. Why not share
them with others? Email

Covid restrictions...

Bad weather...
Self-isolation...

Yiou know you can rely on SUE in English to be out on
the streeis every Friday without fail - but if for any reason
you ean't pick up your copy as usual, don't forget

to download the pdf wersion of the pnint edition at

hitp:f print-edition. surinenglish.com
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100% Certified Green Energy

Mariposa
SAVE UP TO 35% ON ﬂee@ergia
YOUR ELECTRICITY BILL e

Switch with Mariposa Energia

It's easier than flicking a switch!
Mo need for any new equipment or any work to be done.
Simply send us a recent bill and we will show you how much you can save.

Electricity prices
are rising....
reduce yours
today!

WE ALSO INSTALL SOLAR PANELS

Generate Your Own Electricity with Solar PV Panels
Instantly reduce your bill and get paid for any surplus you produce.

CONTACT US NOW!
+34 951120 830 | INFO@MARIPOSAENERGIA.ES

WWW.MARIPOSAENERGIA.ES
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26 FEBRUARY 1981

Three days earlier
there had been fears
that democracy in
Spain had been short-
lived when parliament
was held hostage in an
attempted coup

orty years ago today, on
26 February 1981, Leo-
poldo Calvo Sotelo was

sworn in as prime minister of
Spain. Not an extraordinary day
in politics, one might think, but
only three days previ-
ously, when Calvo So- \'
telo’s election was }
due to be con-
firmed in a sec-
ond round of vot-

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

everyone in the parliament
building hostage for 18 hours.
The attempted coup came to
an end when the insurrection-
ists surrendered, following in-
tervention by King Juan Car-
los.

Calvo Sotelo was born into a
prominent political and entre-
preneurial family in Madrid on
14 April 1926. His uncle José,
who had been a Minister of Fi-
nance in the dictatorship of
Miguel Primo de Rivera, was as-
sassinated in the run-up to the
Spanish Civil War.

Leopoldo, who had a
degree in civil engi-

neering, had previ-
ously been the
president of the

national railway

ing, there was an
attempted coup
d’état by Lieuten-
ant General Anto-
nio Tejero and
around 200 armed

In 1982. ErFe
Civil Guard officers, who held

company Renfe,
among other ap-
pointments. Fol-
lowing the death of
Francoin 1975, he
was appointed Minis-
ter of Trade in the first gov-

Leopoldo Calvo Sotelo becomes Spanish PM

Calvo Sotelo being sworn in in front of King Juan Carlos in 1981. ere

ernment of the monarchy, led
by Carlos Arias Navarro, and
went on to become Minister of
Public Works when Adolfo
Suarez was prime minister. He
was also Minister for Relations
with the European Economic
Community from 1978 to 1980.

After Sudrez resigned, Calvo

Sotelo was proposed as candi-

DEBBIE
BARTLETT

LANGUAGE

FOOTNOTE

Ingeniero Engineer
Fundador Founder
Empresario Business owner
Ministro Minister
Investidura Investiture
Votacion Voting
Intento Attempt
Golpe de estado Coup d'état
Gobierno Government
Candidato Candidate
Monarquia Monarchy
Titulo Title
Heredero Heir
Democracia Democracy
Dictadura Dictatorship
Elecciones Elections
Politica Politics
Rendir To surrender
Derrota Defeat

prime minister.

In 2002, King Juan Carlos
gave Calvo Sotelo the heredi-
tary title of Marquis de la Ria
de Ribadeo and made him a
Grandee of Spain to honour his

date for prime minister. During

service to the country. He died

his tenure, Spain became a mem-
ber of NATO. On 27 August 1982
he dissolved the government and
new elections took place on 28
October. His party, the UCD, suf-

of natural causes at his home
in Pozuelo de Alarcon, Madrid,
on 3 May 2008, aged 82.

fered a major defeat by PSOE
and Felipe Gonzdlez became

@ Bilingual crossword inside
back page
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Former Age Care president
Syd Weldon dies, aged 76

TONY BRYANT

Foreign residents along the Costa
del Sol were saddened by the
news of the death of popular Brit-
ish expat Sydney Weldon, the for-
mer president of Age Care, who
died on Thursday 18 February
after a lengthy battle with cancer.

Known to his friends and as-
sociates as Syd, the 76-year-old
Yorkshireman had been presi-
dent of Age Care for almost seven
years, before stepping down in
2020 due to failing health.

His involvement with the char-
ity began in 2001, when his wife
Carol became a volunteer. Syd
originally began working in the
charity’s second-hand shop, but
was eventually elected onto the
committee and soon saw its po-
tential as a holistic association.

He developed the aims of Age
Care with more emphasis on care
and respite care for the elderly,
sick and those in need, while
maintaining the social activities
that he considered were impor-
tant to those who live on their
own.

He helped set up drop-in cen-
tres in Calahonda, Fuengirola,
Benalmadena and Coin, and, with

o

Syd Weldon. sﬁn

a joint venture with Medicare, he
helped found the charity’s De-
mentia Support Group.

Syd came to the Costa del Sol
to enjoy his retirement from a
professional golfing career in
Yorkshire, joining Miraflores Golf
Club, and serving several years
as a committee member.

A spokesperson for Age Care
said, “It can be safely said that
Syd put the Care into Age Care.
His compassion and forward
thinking for the needs of others
will be difficult to follow, but in
this era of disruption, he has set
strong foundations for us to con-
tinue his work. In that alone he
will be sorely missed.”

WILDLIFE
PETER HARRISON

The importance of trees

If the wind has blown a tree over on your land, do wildlife a

favour and replace it as soon as possible

ecent high winds have
R certainly made a dra-

matic impact on the
environment with damage to
trees. On our own land near El
Chorrro we awoke one morn-
ing to find a birch had crashed
overnight onto the fencing
which was intended to curtail
our pets. First the fencing had
to be repaired and then the
tree needed sawing up for fire-
wood. The third action was to
replace the tree. That third
step must not be overlooked.
The world is suffering from a
severe reduction in forest
land.

At the beginning of the cen-
tury Surinam in South Amer-
ica had 92 per cent of its land
surface covered in forest. It is
a different story now. Also, in
neighbouring Brazil, the Ama-
zon rainforest has suffered a
similar fate at the hands of the
chain saw, often in the hands
of European companies eager
for wood to use in housing.

Look at a map of Devon in
the UK and you will see Dart-

A fellec] birch tree. sur

moor Forest... What forest? I
was born there. Forests of oaks
were felled to supply the ship-
building industry which flour-
ished in previous centuries...
all true. My son Neil and I
planted a row of oaks on our
land and my wife Erny and I
were proud to see them flour-
ishing when we revisited our
old home recently.

Trees are the natural habit
of most birds and a great num-
ber of mammals which de-
pend on them for food, safety
and building natural homes.
They absorb carbon dioxide
which we generate and replace

it with oxygen.

It is not just high winds that
destroy our valuable forests.
Apart from logging, wood is
needed for the construction
industry for houses which are
often being built on land once
covered with trees.

Also fire plays a role on the
destruction of trees. Flying
over Cambodia a few years
back, Erny and I witnessed a
fire which we roughly meas-
ured to be 500 kilometres
across. What pollution was be-
ing created and how many ani-
mals were losing their homes!

A few years back a substan-
tial fire razed much land in the
hills backing Mijas. The local
authority is to be commended
for its immediate action, so
the tree cover is now largely
replaced.

If the recent high winds
have blown down one of your
trees, do the world a favour
and replace it now.

The early spring is a good
time for replanting trees as the
sap is still there.
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THE WORLD ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Welsh flavour for St David's Day

Patron saint. On1 March Wales willbe
celebrating the feast of St David:;
there's no better time toseek outand
explore Welsh connectionsin

southern Spain

Wales and Spain have more in
common than you might think.
Professor John T. Koch, who
specialises in Celtic studies,
even suggests the Welsh lan-
guage can trace its ancestry
back to Portugal and Spain. In
Spain today, a Wales-themed
experience tour could include
famous Welshmen’s favourite
haunts, traditional cuisine or
even a hunt for Iberia’s answer
to the daffodil.

Somewhere to stay
Following famous footsteps

The Costa del Sol is associated
with Welsh actor Stanley Baker
who lived in Marbella and died
in Malaga in 1976. During the
fifties, Baker became one of Brit-
ain’s highest-paid actors. Accord-
ingly, he was able to settle in one
of the most exclusive beachfront
complexes of Marbella, close to
the luxury Royal Guadalmina
Golf Club.

Another Welsh actor, Richard
Burton, who, unlike Baker, was
part of Marbella’s jet-set party
scene, was apparently a frequent
guest at the most fashionable ho-
tel of Marbella, Los Monteros.
The luxury hotel, inaugurated
in 1962, quickly became a popu-
lar meeting place for Marbella’s
celebrities, as well as out-of-town
visitors.

The atmosphere
The Welsh Society

Since 2012 the Welsh spirit on
the Costa has been nurtured with
help of the Welsh Society Costa
del Sol. Each year they hold St
David’s Day celebrations in

The Narcussus cantabricus.

Benalmadena and they raise
money for various charities. This
year’s celebrations go online nad
can be followed on the society’s
Facebook page from 2pm.

In accordance with tradition,
on St David’s Day the Welsh wear
their national flower, the daffo-
dil. In Spain this flower is known
as the narciso and it is thought
that up to 90 per cent of species
of the flower can be found in the
Iberian peninsula. Some of its
species are native to woods and
meadows in Andalucia. If you
head inland, towards the town
of Ardales and its ‘lake’ sur-
roundings, you can find the best
Narcissus cantabricus in large
numbers.

Eating Welsh
Bara Brith and cawl

According to Tripadvisor, Stones
Eatery Cafe & Bar located in the
centre of Fuengirola became fa-
mous for its Welsh hospitality
thanks to its owners Lesley and
Nicky. However, Benalmadena
seems to be the most Welsh town
on the Costa del Sol. It has sev-
eral bars and restaurants owned
by Welsh people, serving food
that is typically Welsh.

Stentons Bar, located in Ar-
royo de la Miel, has been invit-
ing people to try British cuisine
since 1998. Nowadays it is
known for its homemade cheese-
cakes and Sunday roasts. Addi-
tionally, Wales’s famous speck-
led tea bread Bara Brith is of-
fered quite often. The bread is
studded with plump raisins with
candied citrus peel and aromatic
spices.

Another Welsh spot in
Benalmadena has the name The
Long Bar. Its ‘Welshness’ is clear
from the red dragons on the sign
hanging outside and televised
rugby matches with Welsh
teams. The owner offers her
homemade mince and onion pie
and even Glamorgan sausage, a
traditional Welsh vegetarian sau-
sage made of cheese, leeks and
breadcrumbs.

A souvenir
In search of dragons

In Wales, most souvenirs are
embellished with the Welsh
dragon - Y Ddraig Goch. The
Costa del Sol cannot boast its
own dragons, but similar
winged creatures can be found
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just across the Strait in the
Spanish city of Ceuta. These
dragons ‘landed’ on the roof of
a house on a corner of Plaza de
los Reyes, known as the Casa
de los Dragones.

This extraordinary example
of eclectic architecture was de-
signed by Valencian architect
José M. Cortina Pérez. Unfortu-
nately, his original bronze drag-
ons were destroyed, but in 2006
they were replaced with crea-
tures made of resin and fibre
glass each weighing 200 kilos.

A Welsh connection is un-
liely, but these dragons have
become an appealing attrac-
tion of Ceuta and a memorable
backdrop for souvenir photo-
graphs.

Members of the Welsh Society. g
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Travel is dead! Long live travel!

The bad news: travel looks to be officially over. The good news: everything could
bounce back rapidly for Malaga’s hospitality sector, which is ready and waiting

ANALYSIS
ANDREW FORBES

was thinking about what I

was going to share with you in
this month’s article I was feeling
a little deflated. It seemed ‘tone
deaf’ to talk about an interna-
tional destination, ignoring the
ongoing ‘pandemic’ of covid
cases, and the impact this is
having on our lives, work and of
course, upon our travel dreams
and plans.

I have to admit that when I

Resilience

So, instead I'm taking a look at
our region and how the travel
and hospitality sector is gearing
up for summer. In preparing for
this piece, I reached out to a few
people in the industry to cap-
ture their perspective of where
we might be headed. I was
blown away by the optimism
and resilience I discovered.
They shared hope that is clearly
based on realism, grounded in
years of experience in serving
travellers and tourists. These
are unprecedented times, but
the sector clearly believes inno-
vation, focus on clients’ evolving
needs, and a positive attitude
will win through. In addition,
the vaccine roll-out and the UK’s
‘lockdown roadmap’ could help
Malaga province have a much
better summer season that ini-
tially expected.

But before I1ook at the good
news, here’s the bad news. In
short, unreliable ‘travel corri-
dors’, growing red lists, self-iso-
lation, obligatory quarantine ho-
tels, expensive PCR tests, and
controversial vaccine passports
have all combined to create the
perfect storm that has battered
travel and tourism.

Even the most optimistic now
recognise that international
travel might never be the same.
With countries across the world,
including the UK and Australia
banning all leisure travel, and
most other nations offering very
limited travel corridors, global
mobility and the multi-trillion
euro travel industry that sup-
ported millions of jobs has been
hobbled.

Despite the significant impact
of these unprecedented restric-
tions (felt especially in tourism-
dependent regions like Malaga
province) they have been toler-
ated. As citizens in a wider com-
munity, we accept them as nec-

essary sacrifices to protect na-
tional health services and most
importantly the vulnerable
members of our societies.

Testing times

Beyond the economic impact
upon all the households that re-
lied on tourism income, it can be
argued that there is a social cost
of banning leisure travel too.
This isn’t just about missing out
on the fun of a summer holiday
or a romantic weekend break.

In our globalised world, many
of us have loved ones living in a
different country or even a con-
tinent away. Long-haul travel
will of course come back, but
not any time soon, and when it
does it will undoubtedly be
more expensive. The Covid-era
has dragged even the most tech-
nology- and camera- shy execu-
tives onto Zoom and other on-
line virtual meeting platforms,
so it’s unlikely that business
travel (which was the mainstay
of airlines’ profits) will ever re-
turn to its peak. Add to that the
50 or more airline bankruptcies
during the last year and it’s
likely that taking a flight, even in
economy, will in the medium
term a lot more expensive.

Where travel is permitted,
with limited ‘corridors’, it comes
with the obligation to show a
negative PCR test; the cost of
which can make a family holi-
day unaffordable for many.

So, the present obstacles are

The Anantara hotel in Benahavis is among those preparing to reopen with optimism. sur

keeping all but the most adven-
turous at home.

Now the good news

Ok, so here’s the good news I
promised. There is clearly a
huge ‘pent up’ demand for
travel that when it is realised
will contribute to a rapid re-
bound, helping Malaga province
recuperate. If anything, the ups
and downs of last year’s travel
showed us that if a destination
is open, and an airline is flying
then people will travel. Green
shoots can appear swiftly. Eve-
rything changes very quickly
once travel is permitted.

This, combined with wider
immunisation against Covid-19,
promises better times ahead.
Russia, UK, Israel, and the USA
were among the first off the
starting blocks, quick to invest
in vaccine research, place or-
ders with pharmaceutical firms
and create an infrastructure for
mass, rapid vaccination.

Last week the UK government
announced that after a review
scheduled for the end of May, in-
ternational leisure travel might
well be possible. In addition, the
UK government has said all Brit-
ish adults will have been offered
avaccine by the end of July
2021. This is great news, as the
UK tourists are crucial to the re-
vival of the Costa del Sol's hospi-
tality sector, and all the employ-
ment and wealth it creates in
southern Spain.

e

What’s more, the EU might
catch up on vaccines. Here in
the south of Spain, the Junta de
Andalucia this month published
bold targets to vaccinate some
500,000 people a week. So, if
countries cooperate and allow
mobility, then we could see Brits
back spending money here in
Andalucia from August and Sep-
tember onwards.

Flagship reopenings

That hope, combined with a po-
tentially strong domestic and EU
market, is driving a reopening
programme across our region
and beyond. Our local flagship
hotels, including Finca Cortesin,
Kempinski, and Anantara will
all open their doors again in
March.

Jorge Manzur, the General
Manager at Anantara Villa
Padierna Palace Benahavis, ex-
plained to me that his team has
been “working hard in elevating
the guest experience during the
closure period over the winter”.
He continued, “We’re optimistic
about the coming season and
expect to accomplish better re-
sults than last summer due to
the fact that travellers are much
more willing to travel now, as
they are familiar with how to
avoid potential risks. We are
also following the vaccination
plans with much hope. Initially
we expect travellers mainly
from Spain but also from other
markets such us UK, Benelux,

central European countries, and
Scandinavia. I am afraid we do
not foresee the recovery of long-
haul visitors until the last quar-
ter of ‘21.”

Travel design

Talking to Sam Lister, Founder
of Tailormade Andalucia, a busi-
ness that crafts authentic expe-
riences and private holidays in
Spain, I found he echoed these
sentiments about the coming
year: “...the recent buzz of client
enquiries has lifted my spirits,”
he says. “Whilst there is still a
large degree of uncertainty, it
does appear that the fog is be-
ginning to clear! Vaccinations
are giving people more confi-
dence to travel in a not-so-dis-
tant future. They are beginning
to dream again and wanting to
set finite travel dates.

We don’t expect long-haul cli-
ents from North America and
Australasia this summer. In the
meantime, we're looking for-
ward to welcoming back UK and
EU visitors, and we’ve created
experiences and tailormade
packages that will really capture
their imagination!”

Long-stay vacations

During the pandemic hotels and
restaurants have had to be ex-
tremely resourceful to survive.
Marbella Club has, while restric-
tions allowed, remained open
throughout, and is recognising
new travel trends.

Alejandra Garcia, Public Rela-
tions Manager for the hotel, ex-
plained to me that the hotel has
“reconnected with Spanish and
local guests over the past year
and they’'ve reminded us what a
significant part of our identity
they are. So farin 2021 (and in-
creasingly so as the vaccination
programme around the world
continues to roll out) the biggest
trend we are seeing is that of
long stays. International guests
from the UK, US and Nordic
countries looking to buy into not
just the Mediterranean lifestyle,
but what the Marbella Club can
particularly offer them in terms
of flexible beachfront work-
spaces in discreet and fully serv-
iced villas, family and wellness-
related options as an integral
part of the experience, and in-
house medical care to provide
ongoing safety and wellbeing.”

Ready, steady...

Fay Wallis is co-founder of Mar-
bella-based My Local Concierge.
She confirms that the secret is
definitely to be primed and
ready for when travel bounces
back. “We are ready to handle
last-minute requests and have
also worked on our more re-
treat-style holiday itineraries.
Our clients are often impulsive
by nature and don’t have the
budget restrictions that other
travellers may need to consider,
so we are confident that when
travel restrictions ease ... we will
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have confirmed reservations
within days!”

Patrick Ingram is Group Man-
aging Director of CLC World,
Europe’s largest independent
resort operator with properties
across the world, including here
on the Costa del Sol, a favourite
for Brits. He explained, “With
the exception of the mandatory
lockdown in Spain last year, CLC
World has remained open to
guests. We are primed and
ready, across all our resorts on
the Costa del Sol and globally, to
welcome back the many thou-
sands of holidaymakers who
would normally stay with us as
soon as travel regulations per-
mit. Given the current vaccine
roll-out, we certainly anticipate
larger volumes of tourists than
in 2020. Our best estimate is
that travel will gradually open
up with many European tourists
looking to book for the summer
months.”

Torremolinos was Spain’s pio-
neering mass tourism destina-
tion and continues to invest to
stay relevant in today’s market.
The town hall has worked with
the hospitality sector to further
enhance their ‘Safe Tourism’
health and safety initiative and
be ready for the important
Easter and summer seasons.
The town hall remains upbeat
about this year’s prospects, tell-
ing me, “We think that this sum-
mer will be the beginning of the
recovery of tourism in Torremo-
linos. We face it with optimism
and hope. We are eager for visi-
tors to return to our streets and
to our beaches. Seeing the rapid
vaccination in the United King-
dom, we believe that we will be
able to receive many British
tourists this summer, and we
hope that by summer 70% of the
Spanish population will be vac-
cinated too.”

So, as I sign off for another
month, I feel more hopeful about
Malaga’s tourism bounce-back!
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Cautious optimism on the Costa as
UK announces roadmap for travel

The Andalusian chief for
tourism said that there
are ways and means of
promoting safe travel
and that EU countries
were working on vaccine
‘passport’ plans

PILAR MARTINEZ

MALAGA. A provisional date has
been set for British holidaymak-
ers to travel abroad again. As part
of the UK government’s roadmap
out of lockdown, on Monday
prime minister Boris Johnson
announced 17 May as the day
when leisure travel could resume.
The UK government’s Global
Travel Taskforce will also recon-
vene to issue a report by 12 April
recommending exactly how in-
ternational trips can resume
safely.

Naturally this news from the
UK has come as a boost for the
tourism industry on the Costa del
Sol. President of the Tourism
Council of the Andalusian Busi-
ness Confederation (CEA), Miguel
Sanchez, said that this has gen-
erated “enthusiasm and hope that
companies can begin to recover
activity and employment”.

Raul Gonzalez, CEO for Europe,
the Middle East and Africa for the
Barcel6 Hotel Group, also wel-
comed the news with cautious
optimist: “My initial reaction was
that having to wait until 17 May
was bad news. However, the fact
that they’'ve put a date on it is
good news. And if the UK takes
off from there it will be very sig-
nificant. We hope that the revival
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Passengers arrive at Mala

in the British market will be swift.”

For Malaga airport, British tour-
ism represents almost 30 per cent
of travellers. A similar propor-
tion applies for the hotel sector,
which has been suffering since
the end of July from the restric-
tions on British travel.

To this must be added the clo-
sure of Spain’s borders with the
three-month lockdown which last
year sank the market. Data from
the Costa del Sol tourist board
shows that in 2020, 81 per cent
fewer travellers from the UK ar-
rived at Malaga Airport - a loss of
2.3 million visitors to the desti-
nation.

The vice-president of the Junta
de Andalucia and the regional

ga-Co-s-ta del Sol Airport. fiTo saLAs

minister for Tourism, Juan Marin,
was also positive this week.

He said there are “more than
enough means” thanks to tech-
nology to promote safe tourism
in the coming months despite the
pandemic.

Vaccine passports
In an interview on Canal Sur Tele-
vision,Marin went on to say, “The
reasonable thing is that all those
immunised with two doses
against Covid-19 - and have a
certificate to prove it - can travel.”
He pointed out that within the
European Union “we are work-
ing on a health card or certificate”
and “we really have that possibil-
ity of reactivating tourism.”

AIRLINES

Spain among top
destinations as
Jet2.com bookings
soar 600 per cent

P. MARTINEZ. The fifth most im-
portant airline flying passen-
gers to Malaga-Costa del Sol
Airport, has said that cus-
tomer bookings soared by 600
per cent in one night after the
UK prime minister Boris
Johnson outlined his road
map for easing coronavirus
restrictions.

Jet2.com, together with its
operator Jet2holidays, said
that Spanish destinations lead
the demand and “Spain is one
of the countries that is bene-
fiting the most from this con-
fidence boost.”

Steve Heapy, CEO of
Jet2.com and Jet2holidays,
claimed, “We had been see-
ing an increase in bookings
for weeks now, but yesterday’s
announcement has generated
great confidence among our
customers.”

The company has once
again reviewed its flight
scheduling and said that “all
the protocols for changing res-
ervations or returns will re-
main active as they have been
up to now, practices that have
led the airline to be praised
by the press and customers
for its excellent management
and customer service during
the pandemic”.

Easyjet, meanwhile, third in
terms of passenger numbers in
Malaga, has said that flight book-
ings for the summer have in-
creased by 337 per cent since
the announcement. Likewise,
the low-cost airline confirmed
Spain as one of the preferred
destinations for travel, with
Malaga at the forefront, followed
by Alicante, Barcelona, Ibiza and
Palma.

REAL ESTATE VASTGOEDMAKELAAR
Property of the Week

Large 3 bed townhouse in Princess Kristina, Manilva. A fantastic propert
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Avda. Andalucia, Local 9 Ed. Acapulco, 29692 Sabinillas (MANILVA)

b
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INSIDER GUIDE

Parador perfection

Antequera.

ANDREW FORBES

Spain’s Paradores de Turismo
are integral to the country’s cul-
ture of hospitality.

As travel begins to open up
once again, why not explore
Malaga province and beyond,
including a stay at a Parador?

This national network of ho-
tels was established to show-
case compelling destinations,
bring tourists closer to local
communities, as well as to pro-
tect remarkable architectural
heritage.

The unique hotels are our key
to an authentic insight into lo-
cal culture and cuisine.

Malaga city
Parador del Gibralfaro

The province’s capital boasts
two Parador hotels; Malaga Golf
(near the airport) and Mdlaga
Gibralfaro (practically in the
shadow of the ancient castle and
close to the Moorish Alcazaba
citadel).

Secluded in the foothills of
the Montes de Malaga moun-
tains, high above the city cen-
tre, Parador Malaga Gibralfaro
is surrounded by pine trees,
with privileged views of the capi-
tal and out across to the city’s
Mediterranean bay. It’s a se-
cluded place from which to re-
discover Picasso’s city of birth

(you can see a few of his works
in the hotel); top up your tan by
the rooftop pool and indulge in
tasty local cuisine including
classic fritura Malaguena, the
city’s quintessential dish.

Eastern Costa del Sol
Parador de Nerja

Enjoy Europe’s finest climate,
and head for Nerja, on the east-
ern Costa del Sol, renowned for
glorious coves and hidden
beaches that are a delight to dis-
Cover.

Built upon a sandstone bluff,
above the iconic Burriana
Beach, the spectacular Medi-
terranean setting of the Nerja
Parador is captivating. Rooms
and suites all have sea-view ter-
races; and access to the beach
is via a private lift.

El Ombut del Mediterraneo is
the hotel’s gastronomic restau-
rant, its name taken from the
very special Ombu plants in the
Parador’s botanical gardens.
Seafood is superb here; try the
local white prawns. My favour-
ite tapa is the fried aubergine
drizzled with local Frigiliana
cane sugar syrup.

The hotel was opened in the
“70s, to accommodate the sud-
den influx of national and in-
ternational visitors - attracted
by the spectacular Nerja caves,
rediscovered a few years before

in nearby Maro.

Inland
Parador de Ronda

This Parador surely must have
one of the most romantic loca-
tions - I certainly think so, as
it’s where I stayed on my wed-
ding night! Ronda needs little
introduction - emblematic of
the region’s white towns, full or
history, and charm. Set right on
the Tajo, the Parador de Ronda
is housed within the former
town hall, with guest rooms, ter-
race, and a pool that over-look
the deep river gorge and onto
the Serrania de Ronda moun-
tain range. Cross the nearby
Puente Nuevo and you're in the
old Al Andalus medina quarter,
so evocative of the region’s Is-
lamic past.

Inland
Parador de Antequera

This modern Parador, with park-
like gardens and swimming
pool, is a contemporary expres-
sion of Malaga hospitality, set
in one of my favourite Andalu-
sian towns, rich in architectural
and cultural sights.
Minimalist design and ele-

gance set the tone. The Marmi-
tia Restaurant specialises in lo-
cal cuisine; at breakfast be sure
to order freshly toasted molletes,
the delicious, creamy local
bread rolls. For a tapa, try the
Pio antequerano (cod salad with
olives and orange), or the porra
antequerana, almost like a thick,
extravagant version of salmo-
rejo or gazpacho.

This is a superb base from
which to visit the area’s world
renowned sites including the
Unesco World Heritage Dolmens
(striking Neolithic and Bronze
Age monuments) as well as El
Torcal natural park (a unique,
other-worldly landscape that’s
perfect for a day’s hiking). The
town of Antequera is like a liv-
ing museum. It’s at the geo-
graphical heart of Andalucia,
the crosswords of culture and
trade, reflected in its Roman,
Moorish, and Renaissance ar-
chitecture. It also has a good
food scene with some splendid
tapas bars and resturants.

Further afield
Across Spain

Parador hotels are found all
across Spain, so it can be a fun
reason to build a road trip for
when regional borders reopen.
The hotel group has curated
over 40 routes to enjoy in Spain,
focusing on culture, food and
wine, the environment, as well
as wellness and relaxation. Para-
dor hotels even give you a ‘pass-
port’ so you can get it stamped
at each property - it can get
quite addictive and before you
know it, you’ll be planning to
visit all 98 in Spain!
www.parador.es

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

very March, the death of
E a man who can quite jus-

tifiably be described as
‘the world’s most famous saint’
is marked by millions of people
around the world.

He is the patron saint of the
country which, according to leg-
end, he travelled to in order to
convert the pagan population
to Christianity. He spent many
years evangelising and con-
verted “thousands” of druids,
who were referred to allegori-
cally as “snakes”, despite the
fact that snakes were not known
to inhabit the region.

When he died in mid-March
around 461, he was apparently
buried on the site of the cathe-
dral pictured and every year a
parade takes place to mark the
occasion. Elsewhere around the
world, alcohol and the colour
green help to mark the day.

If you know where this is, you

could win a prize. Send the
name of the cathedral, and the
town in which it’s located, and
the name of the saint to eng-
lish@diariosur.es with your
name, address and telephone
number.

Congratulations to Frank But-
ler who correctly identified last
month’s photo. It was The Royal
Shakespeare Theatre (the RST)
in Stratford-upon-Avon and the
play was Romeo and Juliet.

Send your answer to
english@diariosur.es
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Local artists present collective
colour and light exhibition

TONY BRYANT

TORREMOLINOS. As part of the
town hall's new cultural
agenda, the Casa de las Navajas
in Torremolinos is hosting an
exhibition of paintings by two
local artists.

Tiempo de Color will pre-
sent a collection of landscape
and abstract works in oil and
acrylics, including 18 works
by Graciela Valinoti, a
painter of Italian-Argentinian
nationality who now lives in
Torremolinos.

Graciela, who trained at the
Manuel Belgrano School in
Buenos Aires, has exhibited
her work in Argentina, as well
as in Barcelona and several
towns in Malaga.

Self-taught artist Sara
Farias, also resident in Tor-
remolinos, will exhibit 15
works of differing themes, all

The exhibitliton Tiempb de Color will focus on colour and ligHt. SUR

of which focus on the colour
and light of the region.

The exhibition, which is
free, can be visited on Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday
between 11am and 2pm, and
from 4pm and 6pm until

Sunday 7 March.

The Casa de la Navajas has
now become a permanent
exhibition space and it will
host a different exhibition
each month throughout the
year.

EXHIBITIONS

Torremolinos Street Art

TORREMOLINOS. Caseta Municipal
de Asociaciones.

The initiative includes workshops and
activities for persons between 14 and
35 will include exhibitions of hip hop
and break dance. On 13 March there
will be workshops on creating graf-
fiti, urban dance and customising
tee-shirts. To register email: juven-
tud@torremolinos.es or call: 659
870 542.

Tenyears without Juan Antonio
MIJAS. Until 1 March. Centro Cultural,
La Cala de Mijas.

Ten years have passed since the dis-
appearance of 32-year-old climber
and experienced speleologist Juan
Antonio Gémez Alarcén. He vanished
on 20 July, 2010, while walking from
0jén back to his house in Mijas, a
route he knew well. The exhibition
includes photographs of the missing
man as well as details of the search.

Photography exhibition
MIJAS. Until 8 March. Casa Museo

Mijas Pueblo.

Open from 10am until 2pm, the
exhibition 'Pareidolia’ consists of
photographs of nature by Maria
Jestis Campos.

Centro de Arte Contemporaneo -
CACMalaga

MALAGA. C/Alemania.

Pedro Cabrita Reis. Until 14 March.
The Portuguese artist is exhibiting
224 works which include paintings,
sculptures, drawings and pieces cre-
ated with materials he has found.
AAron. Until 4 April. In the Sala
Coracha. The CAC presents the most
important exhibition to date by San-
tiago Navarro, known under the
pseudonym Aaron. The exhibition Soy
Mi Jardin is composed of several
pieces, a video projection and sixty
pictorial works, most of them created
during the periods of confinement
last year.

GaleriaJM

MALAGA. C/ Duquesa de Parcent, 12.
Selva de Tiempo is the title of the
current exhibition at the gallery. It
consists of works created by artist

José Luis Valverde.

Carmen Thyssen Museum
MALAGA. C/ Compania, 10. 9.30 -
2.30pm. 7-9pm Tuesday to Friday.
9.30am-9pm Saturday and Sunday.
Collection. A journey through mainly
Spanish art from the Old Masters
through to Romantic Landscape and
Costumbrismo, Précieux Style and

Naturalist Painting and Fin-de-Siecle.

The past collections of the Thyssen
museum can be viewed online at
www.carmenthyssenmalaga.org

Museo Revello de Toro
MALAGA. C/Afligidos.

Félix Revello de Toro is a distin-
guished Malaga artist. Around 117 of
his works are on display in the
museum. www.museorevellode-
toro.net

works on the gallery web site:
www.galeriabeneditoshop.com
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views), while the father and husband,
sculptor Robert Harding, has an exhi-
bition in the garden of El Contenedor.

Creadores de Conciencia
MALAGA. Until 19 March. Salas Min-
gorance, Archivo Municipal y Sociedad
Econdémica de Amigos del Pais de
Madlaga.

An exhibition by 40 journalists con-
sisting of 120 photographs which
reflect on the situations which con-
nect with the conscience of the
viewer. The photos have all been
published in major newspapers
around the world and feature some
upsetting scenes in far away places
such as Syria, Colombia, Venezuela,
Iraq and Egypt and others closer to
home.

Fundacion Unicaja

MALAGA. Centro Cultural Fundacién
Unicaja, Plaza del Obispo.

The XIV Certamen Fundacién Unicaja
de Artes Plasticas is a new exhibition
of 35 works acquired by the Unicaja
foundation.

Brigitte Bardot

MALAGA. Until 6 June. La Térmica.
Free.

The new exhibition at La Térmica is a
series of photographs of Brigitte Bar-
dot taken during the filming of the
French film Les Bijoutiers du clair de
lune in 1957. It was directed by Roger
vadim and many scenes were shot in
various locations in Malaga province.
www.latermicamalaga.com

Being With Trees

GIBRALTAR. Until 13 March. Gustavo
Bacarisas Gallery.

This exhibition, entitled ‘Being with
Trees', will showcase around 100
works from over 40 artists.These
form part of the internationally
acclaimed group of artists The Arbo-
realists, also featuring the Urban
Contemporaries with some Gibraltar
artists. Email: info@culture.gi.

Photography exhibition
UBRIQUE. Until 28 February. Sala de
Exposiciones, Antiguo Mercado de
Abastos.

F. J. Carretero Francisco will be
exhibiting a selection of his photo-
graphs.

Manu Guayre

MALAGA. Until 7 March. Casa Amar-
illa, C/Santos.

#Off Yellow is the title for a series of
irreverent works in the style of poster
art by young Catalan artist Manu
Guayre.

Eugenio Chicano

MALAGA. Until 16 March. Casa Natal
Picasso.

The first director of the Picasso birth
house, Eugenio Chicano, died in
November 2019 leaving a substantial
artistic legacy. The artist had dedi-
cated some of his works to Picasso and
the museum has selected some of
these for an exhibition in his honour.

Galeria Benedito

MALAGA. Calle Nino de Guevara.
The current exhibition of works by
Juan Tenorio consists of a series of
landscapes of New York and London
full of colour and movement. They
can be viewed as well as other art

Paisajes Cotidianos

MALAGA. Espacio Cero, Contenedor
Cultural, Universidad de Mdlaga.
British mother and son, Margaret
Harris and Timsam Harding are exhib-
iting a selection of their works enti-
tled Paisajes Cotidianos (everyday

Sobre la Mujer

RINCON DE LA VICTORIA. Until 8
March. La Casa Fuerte Bezmiliana.
Twenty-eight art works in different
styles and media all on the theme of
women.

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC

OFM Chamber Music concerts

MALAGA. Auditorio del Museo
Picasso de Mdlaga.

7 March, 12pm. Jazz quintet plays
songs made famous by Frank Sinatra,
Chet Baker, Billie Holiday etc with
vocals by Raquel Pelayo.

9 March, 12pm. Austri Musici

Tickets: www.museopicasso-
malaga.org

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra
MALAGA. Auditorio Edgar Neville,
Teatro Echegaray or Cervantes.

27, 28 February, 12pm. The orchestra
plays pieces by Schubert and Men-
delssohn with conductor Anna Rakit-

HELP US
BECOME A
REGULAR DONOR

We are a non-profit organization that offers professional medical care o patients suffering from cancer or
other advanced illnesses, as well as support to their families. All of which we give completely free of charge,

AL LN

cudeca

A special kind of caring

www.cudeca.org - 952 564 910 - Avda. del Cosmos, 5/n, Benalmidena
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ina and soloist violin Leticia Moreno.
Teatro Cervantes. Tickets: /entra-
das.mientrada.net

Tickets: /entradas.mientrada.net

TheHall

MALAGA. 28 February, 4pm. Calle
Heroe de Sostoa, 65. 8€.

A jazz concert by Lucas Delgado
(piano) and Juan Pastor (double
bass).

THEATRE AND DANCE

La Psicologiadel color

MALAGA. 20, 21 March, 12pm. Teatro
Cdnovas, Plaza de el Ejido.

David Segura's company, Beyond
Dance, will be performing his new
show filled with passion, humour and
fantasy.

TALKS / LECTURES

The Arts Society Costa del Sol
FUENGIROLA. Lectures online.

The Arts Society Costa del Sol
streams lectures to its members via
Zoom. You can also register for a sin-
gle lecture 10€. To join email: costa-
delsol@theartssociety.org

8 March 4.30pm. The Imperial Easter
Eggs of Carl Faberge-After The Revo-
lution. Lecturer Toby Faber. Between
1885 and 1916, Carl Fabergé made

New round of
hiking trails
announced

T. BRYANT

CARTAMA. Cartama town
hall has launched a new
season of winter and spring
hiking trails within its
Cartama en Ruta
programme, which in-
cludes scenic routes
through well-known natu-
ral environments in the
provinces of Malaga and
Granada.

The first of the routes will
take a tour of the munici-
palities of Canillas de
Aceituno and Sedella, in the
region of Axarquia, on
Monday 1 March. The 14-
kilometre trail through
Canillas, located at the foot
of La Maroma mountain,
will pass through vine-
yards, olive plantations and
natural springs. The route,
also abundant in natural
caves, will continue to
Sedella and the Alhama
Natural Park.

Registration costs 15
euros and includes trans-
port. Places are limited
and registration must be
made with the Sports
Delegation of Cartama
town hall, or by phoning
951010872.

Future trails will include
routes through the Sierra
de la Nieves (April) and the
Tagus Trail of Los Berme-
jales — Rio Cacin in Gra-
nada (May).

fifty jewelled eggs - Easter presents
from Russia's last two emperors to
their wives. They have become the
most famous surviving symbols of
the Romanov Empire.

The Arts Society

NERJA. Lectures online.

The Arts Society Nerja season of lec-
tures free online via Zoom for mem-
bers and 10€ for supporters.
www.theartssocietynerja.com

9 March 6pm. The Imperial Easter
Eggs of Carl Faberge-After The Revo-
lution. Lecturer Toby Faber. More
information above.

MORE IDEAS

Botanical jig-saw

MALAGA. 27 28 February. Jardin
Botdnico La Concepcion, Malaga.
Fun for the whole family, twelve

Lucas Delga‘ao, The Hall, Malaga. §

pieces of a jig-saw are hidden in the
garden and a puppet show for chil-
dren at 11am and 12.30pm. Reserva-
tions: 951926180 / 647585457.

Learn how to make low budget films.
Register by email: cultura@mijas.es
or call: 952590380. Free but each
participant should donate 3kg of
non-perishable food stuffs to the
food bank at the start of the course.

Characterisation and special effects.

27, 28 February. 9am-2pm.

Photography workshops
MIJAS. Casa Museo de Mijas. Free.
Learn how to take good photos. Reg-
ister by email: cultura@mijas.es or
call: 952590380. Free but each par-
ticipant should donate 3kg of non-
perishable food stuffs to the food
bank at the start of the course.
Portrait Workshop. 6, 7 March.
10am-2pm, 4-7pm and 10am - 1pm
Sunday.

Film workshops
MIJAS. Casa Museo de Mijas. Free.

Songwriting workshops
MIJAS. 13, 14 March, 9am-2pm. Casa
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Museo de Mijas. Free.

Learn how to write songs. Can attend
with or without experience or an
instrument.Course run by Javier
Goémez Bello, musician with 20 years
of experience composing songs. Reg-
ister by email: cultura@mijas.es or
call: 952590380. Free but each par-
ticipant should donate 3kg of non-
perishable food stuffs to the food
bank at the start of the course.

O. V. FILMS

SUR in English advises calling cine-
mas to check for any last-minute
time changes. Lunchtime and late
night screenings weekends only.

Cine Albéniz

MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel:
902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com
The Little Things: 11.45 (Fri, Sat Sun),
15.45 (every day).
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Restaurant

indicators

ANDREW J. LINN

Ithough it might be
considered a bit devi-
ous, inviting a job ap-

plicant to lunch often forms
part of the selection process. It
is common practice with law
firms and financial institutions.
Aspirants are scrutinised,
and the interplay with the
waiter and the food they select
are pointers to their suitability

as employee material. For ex-
ample, if they don’t look at the
waiter when he asks for their
order and mumble something
about a dry martini, red lights
flash. If they interact politely
with the waiter and request
mineral water, much better.
The main test involves or-
dering the meal. Ideally, they
should ask the host’s advice

about the best choice at that
particular restaurant, or
maybe say something like ‘I
can’t decide between the
moussaka and the filet mi-
gnon; what do you recom-
mend?’

The best idea is to tune in to
the price range of what everyone
else is ordering, and request a
dish costing about the same. But
there are always idiots who

Ideally one should ask

the host’s advice about
the best choice at that
particular restaurant

think that they can order what
they want regardless of price,
and then wonder why they get
funny looks as they tuck into
their lobster thermidor.

In Spain these matters are
easier thanks to the menu del
dia, and even though the a la
carte menu may be flashed be-
fore our eyes and then with-
drawn in favour of the three-
course lunch for €25, no prob-
lem.

If the host suggests the guest
choose the wine, without any in-
dication regarding quality or
price, look around hopefully for
the sommelier or head waiter.
The key phrase, as the host pre-
tends not to be listening, is
‘value for money’.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Gargalo Godello 2019

The Godello grape is many
people’s favourite white variety,
and this particular wine has
just won a gold medal at the
UK’s International Wine Chal-
lenge, being classified as one of
Spain’s five best white wines.
The bodega was established by
fashion de-
signer Rob-
erto Verino
and now
formspartof gcapgALO
the Bodegas ik
Riojanas
group.
Around 11.35
euros.

[

Mantis shrimp,
the ‘poor man's
langoustine’

Despite being
reasonably priced and
very tasty, few people
people dare to try this
delicious crustacean

ESPERANZA PELAEZ

MALAGA. If we take into account
that langoustines did not sell well
until the middle of the 20th cen-
tury, it is hardly surprising that
the mantis shrimp, nicknamed
the ‘poor man’s langoustine’, went
unnoticed. With its flattened body,
yellowish colour and threatening
appearance (its scientific name,
Squilla mantis, alludes to an ee-
rie resemblance to this insect) it
was sold at a bargain price. But
the truth is the mantis shrimp
(galera in Spanish) is uniquely
tasty, so either as an ingredient
in soups and rice dishes, or as the
main ingredient in an appetiser, it
makes a good snack now that it is
in season.

Of course, you have to know how
to disarm it. The galera is not only
armoured against predators, but
also is an amazing hunter. Unlike
most crustaceans which feed on
carrion, the galera has a system of
retractable pincers that are armed
almost like a crossbow, and are
fired with such force and speed
that they break the shells and cara-
paces of their prey. The five spines
on the end of each claw act as
hooks and are difficult to remove.

Would-be predators are faced
with another surprise: each seg-
ment of the galera’s body is topped
by spines, so extracting the meat
is tricky. One method of eating
them is to cut off the tail, crushing

The mantis shrimp is
uniquely tasty and makes
a good snack now that
itis in season

Mantis shrimp, a delicious alternative to langoustines. sur

the body and pulling out the flesh
and cutting segments as you go.
Another better method is to cut
down the sides of the body to re-
move the spines and open the body
to remove the meat.

Unlike other crustaceans, the
galera has a firm flesh, not un-
like monk fish but with a slightly
sweeter taste. It is at its best dur-
ing February and March when it
is reproducing as it is then that
the female shrimp carry the
‘coral’, a long pouch of roe along
the body inside the shell. The eggs
are pink or yellow and delicious.

In Spain, galeras have been
used for soups and as the base
for rice dishes. They are more
popular in Italy, where they are
called ‘canocchie’, and, depend-

. -
A
Lo

The meat is firm and slightly sweet. sur

ing on the region where they are
served, cooked with lemon,
roasted in the oven with a driz-
zle of olive oil and a sprinkling of
breadcrumbs, or stewed with to-
mato as an accompaniment for

pasta. In Spain, a kilo is usually
in excess of 10 euros; the price
in Malaga is much the same, but
only a few years ago they were
sold for between two and four
euros per kilo.

urant with
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Maskne: prevention and cure

Skin care. Pharmacists tell us what it is, how it forms and offer
advice on how to avoid factors that aggravate it

A woman inspects acne on her
face, caused by wearing a
mask. FoToLiA

ROSSEL APARICIO

For some time now face masks
have been used - and are obli-
gatory - to stop the spread of co-
ronavirus infection. We put them
on to go outside, do the
shopping, pick the children up
from school or even during a
long working day. However, pro-
longed use can sometimes have
an effect on our facial skin.

We're talking about ‘maskne’,
the appearance of acne caused
by friction and dampness under
the mask. We asked the College
of Pharmacists of Almeria exac-
tly what maskne is, how to treat
it, and for some advice to stop
it happening.

Their answers are below.

1. What exactly is ‘'maskne”?

It’s the word that is being used
to describe the appearance of
acne in the area of the chin,
mouth or cheeks, caused by the
continued use of face masks. It
comes from ‘mask’ and ‘acne’.
In Spanish it is known as
‘maskné’, with an accent on the
final letter.

2 Why does maskne occur?
Sources at the Official College

HEALTH&BEAUTY | ®

of Pharmacists of Almeria say
that it happens because of “the
increase in sebum production
and bacterial proliferation, due
to friction, dampness, heat and
perspiration under the mask”.

3 How can maskne be treated?

There are four general recom-
mendations to bear in mind:
-Clean the skin with mild soap
in the morning, before leaving
home, and double-clean at night.
-Apply anti-acne lotions.
-Hydrate the skin with light
emulsions “to maintain the ba-
lance of the skin barrier”.
-Apply a sebum-regulating mask
once or twice a week.

4 Advice to prevent maskne

-Avoid wearing any makeup un-
der your face mask as much as
possible.

-Use a non-comedogenic suns-
creen (which does not block or
obstruct the pores).

-Replace the mask in accordan-
ce with the manufacturer’s ins-
tructions (or before if it gets
damp).

-If the maskne doesn’t disappear,
these experts say it is advisable
to consult a dermatologist.
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How much water should we drink?

Yes, they really do say two litres a day

and preferably before we feel thirsty

YOLANDA VEIGA

rinking water when you
D are really thirsty is,

frankly, something pleas-
urable but for some reason nearly
everything we like is bad for us
and this is no exception. “Thirst
is a warning sign from our body.
When we feel thirsty we are al-
ready dehydrated, so the ideal is
never to be thirsty,” says Giuseppe
Russolillo, who is the director of
the Spanish Academy of Nutri-
tion and Dietetics.

There are endless debates
about water. Should we drink two
litres a day, or more? Is it bad to
drink with a meal? Does it slow
down the digestion?

“The minimum amount of wa-
ter a day should be eight glasses,
which is around 1.6 litres, al-
though two litres is ideal,” says
Russolillo. “You should drink a
glass before breakfast, another
mid-morning, two with lunch, an-
other in the afternoon and an-
other one or two with dinner”.
And that’s the minimum, but what
happens if we're not thirsty?

“It might not seem important,
but it is. We have to drink all
through the day to stop our body
dehydrating. If it has dehydrated,
that’s when we feel thirsty. And
yes, it is very nice to drink water
when we are thirsty. In this sense,
the body is intelligent and gives
us gratifying rewards after send-
ing us these warnings, but that is
not actually a good thing,” he says.

In fact, the function of the wa-
ter is not to quench thirst. “We
talk about six major nutrients.
On one hand, the proteins, car-

“Thirst is a warning
sign from our body, it
means we are
dehydrated. It's not
good to feel thirsty”

<

ILLUSTRATION R. PARRADO

“A cup of herbal tea or
vegetable stock
counts towards the
two litres, but fruit
juice or milk doesn't”

bohydrates and fats; on the other,
vitamins and minerals, and fi-
nally, water. If we compare these
nutrients with the construction
of a building, the carbohydrates
and fats are the workmen, the
machinery and the tools, while
the proteins are the bricks and
other materials needed to build
the house. The vitamins, miner-
als and water are like the archi-
tect who decides where every-
thing is going to go. Without wa-
ter, the cells would die, and it also
helps us to maintain body tem-
perature,” explains Russolillo.

The recommendation of eight
glasses of water a day is general,
but this nutritionist recognises
that children often don’t drink
much (it’s not that they don’t get
thirsty, they are just occupied with
other things and forget) and says
it is a real achievement to get eld-
erly people to drink four or five.

“With age, the feeling of thirst
diminishes because the alarm
system for dehydration is not as
efficient. Also, the taste buds on
the tongue become more indif-
ferent as we get older. Younger
people might say ‘oh, this water
is delicious!” but older people
don’t perceive that so much,” he
says. One way of helping elderly
people to drink at least five
glasses a day is to give them fla-
voured waters or jellies made
with fruits.

Cold or room temperature?
Giuseppe Russolillo also has some
advice about what counts as liq-
uid and what doesn’t towards our
two litres a day. “A cup of herbal
tea, or fat-free vegetable stock or
meat or fish stock counts. Fruit
juice, milk and soft drinks, how-
ever, do not”.

Another question is whether
cold water quenches thirst more
than water straight from the tap,

February 26th to March 4th 2021
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"Drinking water with a
meal doesn't slow
down the digestion”

People often say we should
not drink water while eating
because it slows down the di-
gestive process, but this is
not true. It is, in fact, benefi-
cial to drink before, during
and after meals.

“Digestion is a long process
and the stomach allows the
water we drink to pass. The
pylorus is a valve which al-
lows access from the stomach
to the intestine. That valve
opens and the water we drink
passes through, while the
‘ball’ of food we have ingested
continues its digestive proc-
ess in the stomach without
being affected by that water.
In fact, we expel what we
have eaten between 24 and
48 hours later,” says nutri-
tionist Giuseppe Russolillo.
Nor is it bad for us to drink
water while exercising, as
long as we don’t gulp it. “We
should hydrate ourselves be-
fore exercise, during exercise
and after exercise,” he says.

but Russolillo says they are the
same. However, in the summer
refrigerated water feels more
refreshing. In the end it is a mat-
ter of taste. Some people prefer
their water really cold, even in
the winter.

Whatever the weather, it is best
to sip water, not gulp it. “You need
to be careful because if you have
just done some sport and you
drink a litre of water in one go it
can cause abdominal distension.
You fill your stomach very quickly
and feel as if you are going to
burst. Also, if your body tem-
peraure is high because of the
heat or exercise, the contrast with
cold water is not good for the
body,” he says.

It is just as bad to drink a litre
all at once as it is to go for a day
without any. “Some people never
drink water, and that can have dif-
ferent consequences, such as high
blood pressure and headache. Peo-
ple should make sure they always
have a bottle of water on their desk
and drink it bit by bit, so they never
feel thirsty”, says Rusolillo.
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‘I brought my love of natural hot

springs with me to Andalucia’

Elena Novikova Balneotherapy enthusiast

Since antiquity, soaking
in hot mineral springs
have been considered an
efficient healing therapy.
Andalucia is dotted with
natural springs and spas

ALEKK M. SAANDERS

MALAGA. Elena Novikova first dis-
covered balneotherapy while ex-
ploring some of the most impor-
tant natural hot springs in East-
ern Europe. Since then she has
become an expert and trans-
ferred her research to Andalucia
when she moved from Latvia to
the Costa del Sol. She claims the
best time of year to start bathing
in hot mineral springs in this part
of the world is March. Here, she
shares some beneficial tips to
help take advantage of the local
thermal baths.

—How did you first become inter-
ested in hot springs in Andalucia?
—Thad already experienced and
enjoyed balneotherapy in East-
ern Europe. There, they applaud
this method of treating, or at least
preventing, disease through the
use of natural mineral hot spring
water. Spas with hot springs are
very popular in Lithuania, the
Czech Republic, Hungary, Roma-
nia and Bulgaria. Moving from
the Baltics to Mijas Costa, I sought
out and continued researching
hot springs around Andalucia. I
learned that this practice has
been used here since the Romans
came and established their ther-
mal baths. One of those ancient
baths is located on the Costa del
Sol, between Manilva and
Casares. Two thousand years ago
the Romans created the arched
bathing complex of Hedionda
with a sulphur spring which flows
from a limestone outcrop. It is
believed that no less than Julius
Caesar was cured of a skin infec-
tion by bathing here.

—What exactly “treats” the skin?
—Sulphur... Even nowadays it is
confirmed that bathing in sul-
phur springs improves the con-
dition of the skin, or even cures
an epidermal complaint. This
mineral was known historically
as “brimstone”. It is interesting
that in the Bible it often appears
in reference to the fate of the un-
faithful, and the acrid odour of
sulphur dioxide given off by light-
ning strikes evokes the threat of
“fire and brimstone”.

—Sulphur can be recognised eas-
ily... it smells like rotten eggs...
—Exactly! Actually, pure sulphur
is odourless, but when it is com-
bined with hydrogen in a natu-
ral way, it results in this quite
unpleasant odour. In fact Car-

Elena Novikova. sur

ratraca, located just about 50km
from Malaga, has this smell per-
manently on its streets. I also
visited the spa there with sul-
phur springs built in Neoclas-
sic style. Such famous person-
alities as King Fernando VII, Al-
exander Dumas and they say
even Lord Byron enjoyed the spa
in Carratraca.

—What ailments can be treated
by spring waters?

—It depends. Each hot spring has
its own special healing effects
due to its particular mineral mix.
Additionally, it appears that sul-

Bathers at one of the pools in
Alhama de Granada. sur

phur-rich hot springs might help
treat arthritic pain and internal
problems such as menopausal
symptoms and digestive disor-
ders as well. Some physicians
opine that bathing in the hot
springs stimulates the secretion
of the endocrine glands and
thereby improves the digestive
system. The secret of treatment
is simple - ionic minerals are ab-
sorbed by the body during a soak
in a hot mineral spring.

—What other minerals may hot
springs contain?

—As the water passes through
earth rock layers it accumulates
more than a hundred natural
minerals including the aforemen-
tioned sulphur, as well as cal-
cium, chloride, iron, magnesium,
sodium, potassium, silicate, lith-
ium, etc. Most of these can be
found in Andalusian hot springs.
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For example, in Almargen
(Malaga province) there is a bath
at Rio Salado river that is rich in
iodine. The hot springs in Gra-
nada province, the most balne-
ological area in Andalucia, are
characterised by their strong
mineralisation and can be clas-
sified in magnesium, calcium
and sulphates.

-So what’s your favourite hot
spring in Andalucia?

—Ireally like a hot spring on the
border between Malaga and Gra-
nada provinces. The tempera-
ture of the water is about 40°C.
The name of the town of Alhama
de Granada means “thermal
bath” and is derived from the
Arabic “al-hammam”. Here there
is everything - old history and
traditions of bathing, fantastic
landscapes with picturesque
cliffs. And of course the hot
springs themselves. For people
who want comfort and service
there is the spa - Balneario de
Alhama - which offers three
pools that are fed by the thermal
waters of Huerta Rodero. Nor-

mally, the spa is open from April
until November. The entry fee
for the whole day is roughly six
euros. However, there is a free
option. Before the entrance of
the official spa the thermal wa-
ter comes out of a cave and has
formed two natural pools. My
family and friends go there fre-
quently the year round. I am
from a northern country, with
frosts in winter, so I am used to
bathing even in cold water. Oth-
erwise, it is better to go there in
spring when it is warmer, espe-
cially if you want to try mud spa
in the neighbouring hot spring
in Dehesa de Santa Fe. The local
mud really brings a smooth,
bright and firm skin.

-Do they say balneotherapy can
help during the pandemic?

-In some ways, yes. Historically,
hot springs have been helpful in
combating epidemics. For exam-
ple, the cholera epidemics in
Great Britain were brought un-
der control due to hot springs as
well. Nowadays it is reported that
the Japanese use hot springs to
help alleviate mental stress
caused by the pressure of the
pandemic. The water encourages
vasodilation, which stimulates
the blood circulation and the oxy-
genation of the tissues. In this
way you can eliminate toxins and
release endorphins faster and it
is thought that hot spring water
can also stimulate the immune
system.
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IN BRIEF

GOLF

Malaga golfer Pelaez
begins the season with
team winin the US

M. RIVAS. Malaga-born golfer Ana
Peldez has won the fifth team tro-
phy of her fledgling career after
winning the Moon Golf Invitational
tournament in Florida from 14 to
16 February with the University of
South Carolina.

The competition, which teed off
the university’s golfing season, is
one of the most prestigious in
women’s amateur golf in the
United States. Peldez, now going
into her final year on the Ameri-

can college circuit, impressed once
more, finishing on 208 strokes.
This score left her eight under par
and, individually speaking, joint-
third. Her five under par perform-
ance on the second day was par-
ticularly important in guiding her
team to victory.

This victory has implications for
the players’ amateur world rank-
ings, where Peldez now lies in 23rd
place. All going well, she hopes to
turn professional this summer, af-
ter her final university season ends.

For now, next up for Peldez and
South Carolina is the Gamecock
Intercollegiate tournament hosted
by the University, which begins on
1 March.

SPORT|”

TRACK AND FIELD

Gold for Isidro Leyvaand
silver for Borja Vivas

P. L. ALONSO. Nerja athlete Isidro
Leyva continued his encourag-
ing development in pole vault,
claiming gold at the Indoor Na-
tionial Championships held at the
weekend in Gallur (Madrid). He
did so with a career-best height
of 5.55 metres. Leyva, however,
also tried three times in vain to
clear 5.63 metres which meant
that he missed out on qualifica-
tion for the European Athletics
Indoor Championships.

Meanwhile, Borja Vivas (Atleti-
smo Mdlaga) came silver in shot
put with a season-best distance
of 18.81 metres.

RUGBY

Mixed results for the
local rugby sides

SUR. Club de Rugby Mélaga are
now second in Group C of the
Divisién de Honor B after a com-
fortable 34-3 win over Jaén on
Saturday afternoon. Once again,
the game was played at Bahia’s
Park in Marbella with the Ma-
nolo Becerra ground in Rincon
de la Victoria still not up to
league standards.

The picture wasn’t so rosy for
league rivals Marbella the fol-
lowing day. They were soundly
beaten on their trip to Almeria,
losing 15-43 to Playcar with Na-
vone, Marquez and Selbie all be-
ing sinbinned.

e i R

The Rincon Fertilidad celebrate after their second-leg tie in Gre

€Ce. RINCON FERTILIDAD

Rincon Fertilidad make history
once again by qualifying for
first ever European semi-final

The Malaga club are
through after
overcoming Greek side
PAOK over two legs in
the quarter-finals of the
EHF European Cup

PAOK 23
RINCONFERTILIDAD 22

MARINA RIVAS

MALAGA. Malaga-based women’s
handball side Rincén Fertilidad
have secured a place in the
semi-finals of the EHF European
Cup for the first time following
an aggregate victory over Greek

team PAOK in the last eight.
They will now face fellow Span-
ish side Atlético Guardes in the
semi-final, with the dates for the
fixtures yet to be decided.

A narrow 23-22 victory for
PAOK on Sunday in Greece was not
enough for them to usurp Rincén
Fertilidad’s place in the final four,
as the Costa side had won the first
encounter 30-21 last Friday.

In the second leg, the Malaga
club had to fend off a spirited
fightback from their hosts. In-
deed, PAOK dominated much of
the first half, and the comeback
seemed very possible- they took
a 12-10 lead into half-time. Into
the second half, PAOK pushed
for more points to bridge the
gap, but their physical exertions

left them vulnerable to Rincon
Fertilidad’s counter-attacks.
Four quickfire goals for the
Costa side gave them twelve
points and a 22-18 lead. Although
PAOK secured five more points
to win on the night, they were un-
able to stop Rincén Fertilidad ad-
vancing to the next stage.

For Rincén Fertilidad, they
are now just one round away
from a place in the final of
Europe’s third-tier handball
tournament for which they
earned qualification by winning
the Copa de la Reina last season.

Should they get through the
next stage, they will meet either
Turkish side Yalikavaksports or
Croatian club Lokomotiva Za-
greb in the final.

JUAN CALDERON

MALAGA. Marbella and Malaga
have both been selected to host
events on the 2021 World Padel
Tour. From 7 to 13 June, Marbella
will play host to the first Masters’
tournament of the tour, and the
fifth event overall. Later on, from
2 to 8 August, the Malaga Open
will take place, most likely at the
Palacio de Deportes.

The season will begin with the
Madrid Open from 5 to 11 April
and will include 13 Open events,
six Challenger competitions and
five Masters’ tournaments, which
are considered the most prestig-
ious. Therefore, Marbella will

World Padel Tour to make
stops in Malaga and Marbella

again play host to the best padel
players in the world, having also
held a Masters’ event last Febru-
ary just before the season was
suspended due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

On top of this, an exhibition
event will be held in Acapulco
in Mexico and the season tour
will return to Madrid for its con-
clusion at the Masters’ Finals
from 16 to 19 December. This
gives a grand total of 26 events,
the most in the tour’s profes-
sional history. The majority of
the tour will be held in Spain,
but events will also take place
in Portugal, Italy, Sweden, Ar-
gentina and Mexico.
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Malaga bring long winless run at
home to an end in spectacular fashion

Victory over Rayo
Vallecano on Sunday
night was the Blue and
Whites' first at La
Rosaleda in four months

DARYL FINCH

MALAGA. Malaga’s terrible run
without tasting victory at La
Rosaleda was brought to an end
in spectacular fashion on Sunday
night as two early goals helped to
see off Rayo Vallecano.

Four months after their last
home win, against Sporting Gijon,
Sergio Pellicer’s side started
strongly and took the lead within
three minutes after some uncon-
vincing goalkeeping from Luca
Zidane from Jozabed’s corner saw
the ball fall to Joaquin Munoz on
the edge of the box. The winger’s
volley then took a massive deflec-
tion on its way into the back of
the net.

The Blue and Whites contin-
ued on the front foot, aided by
their high press, and a surging
run from Luis Munoz down the
left would have resulted in the
second had Zidane not made
amends with a good save down

Joaquin Mufioz celebrates giving Malaga the lead with his teammates. saLvabor saLas

to his left.

The central midfielder wasn’t
to be denied, though. In the 25th
minute he timed his back-post
run perfectly to volley home Is-
mael Casas’ cross from the right,
leaving the keeper with no
chance.

Caye Quintana could have

TEF. 953 739 553
TWITTER @ TRESal kradia
FACEROON TalkRadinlurops Oifkcial

at wwwe bre radic
fdvertising - sales@tre.radio

talk radio europe

- Your voice in Spain

Mo 1 for News!
Hear it first on Talk Radio Europe
5 local and national news bulleting per day
international news on the hour from SKY Mews

Download news podcasts at wwetre radio
BBC World Service over night

Call us now for great Back to Business deals
and the widest coverage

&pps for all platferms and frequessy infarsaion

.

made it three in the second half
but having rounded Zidane, both
the angle and Luis Advincula on
the line conspired to keep the ball
out.

José Angel Pozo mustered
Rayo’s best chance from distance
but Dani Barrio made a spectacu-
lar, if comfortable save to parry

it away.

Pellicer, who effectively set up
his side like the away team, was
delighted with the result. “We
were really convincing against an
opponent that recently was able
to come back from 2-0 down at
Espanyol. I said it on previous oc-
casions: the team’s performance

February 26th to March 4th 2021
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2-0

MALAGA-RAYO

Malaga: Dani Barrio; Ismael, Mejias,
Juande, Matos; Escassi; Joaquin (Caye
Quintana, 67’), Luis Mufioz (Jairo, 80),
Jozabed (Benkhemassa, 67'), Rahmani
(Alexander Gonzalez, 90'), Chavarria
(Lomban, 90’). Unused substitutes: Juan
Soriano, Dani Strindholm, Orlando Sa,
Ramon, Cristo, Julio.

Rayo Vallecano: Luca Zidane; Advincula,
Martin Pascual (Joni Montiel, 46’),
Catena, Fran Garcia; Antofiin (Andrés
Martin, 46'), Oscar Valentin (Ulloa, 81),
Trejo (Bebé, 67’), Alvaro; Pozo, Guerrero
(Qasmi, 68’). Unused substitutes:
Dimitrievski, Morro, Velazquez, lvan
Martos, Suarez.

Goal: 1-0 Joaquin (3"), 2-0 Luis Mufioz
(25").

Referee: Sagués Oscoz. Yellows for Trejo,
Joaquin and Luis Mufioz.

Venue: La Rosaleda.

was not being matched by the re-
sults.

“The organisation, the com-
mitment, the knowledge of how
to handle the game all make me
very proud of the team and the
players. They were the ones who
most wanted to win here again.
They deserve it, they are doing
an immense job in the face of
many adverse circumstances.”

Gaspar tied
downtolead
the new
project

Amid all the uncer-
tainty surrounding
Malaga CF, the club's
administrator José
Maria Mufioz rewarded
sporting director Ma-
nolo Gaspar with a two-
year contract extension
until the summer of
2023 this week. Gaspar,
who has reshaped the
squad with enormous
financial restrictions,
has earned all-round
praise for the job he has
done since coming in a
little over a year ago.
Together with coach
Sergio Pellicer, stability
has returned on the
playing side and Pelli-
cer's renewal is also ex-
pected to be an-
nounced soon with his
contract set to expire at
the end of the season.

MALAGACF.COM
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iﬁ‘ A LOOK AT LA LIGA

ROB PALMER

Laliga

The inquest begins

There is a distinct possibility that La Liga won't have a team in the quarter o

Commentator, Sky Sports

finals of the Champions League for the first time since 2005

v

he demand for a post
I mortem on Spanish foot-

ball is a little premature.
Its health is in a very serious
situation but there is still a faint
heartbeat. The prognosis isn’t
good, and action needs to be
taken as La Liga’s clubs have
struggled against their Euro-
pean counterparts.

First it was Barcelona suffer-
ing against Paris Saint Ger-
main, followed by Real Socie-
dad also letting in four against
Manchester United, Sevilla con-
ceding three at home then At-
letico failing to show up against
Chelsea.

Only Real Madrid saved any
face by beating Atalanta by a
single goal. “Saving the honour
of La Liga,” claimed a headline
in one newspaper. It hardly
saved the honour, nor is Span-
ish football ‘finished’ as one

British pundit put it.

Six of the last ten Champions
League titles and seven of the
last eleven Europa Leagues
have been won by Spanish
clubs but the truth is that La
Liga and its members are not
evolving. As the Germans,
French, Italians, and English
are all taking steps to improve,
their Spanish counterparts are
still basking in recent glories.

I've touched on Barcelona’s
mismanagement and their
early Champions League exit
means they need to start from
scratch. Life after Messi isn’t
far away, and they need a whole
new plan.

A couple of years ago an
American associate was invited
to examine the club’s commer-
cial viability. He concluded that
although crowds were impres-
sive, there were so many empty

seats for every game except the
Clasico. The powers just
shrugged off his suggestion
that they needed a marketing
overhaul and his report was ig-
nored. The ways that have

Mendy (1) secured a last-gasp win for Real against 10-man Atalanta. reuters

worked for decades will not
work in future years. A revolu-
tion is required.

Real Madrid left Bergamo
celebrating a single-goal victory
against the ten men of Atalanta

and the relieved Spanish press
joined in the mood. We must
consider that this was the most
celebrated team in the history
of European football nicking a
victory against a club compet-
ing for only their second season
in the Champions League. Ma-
drid needs to get a grip.

Real Sociedad added to the
narrative by getting hammered
by Manchester United but this
is a historic mismatch and the
game was played in Turin, so
the Basques didn’t have the ad-
vantage of familiar surround-
ings. In normal times, with
screaming supporters at the
Anoeta and a night in their own
beds I suspect the margin may
not have been so great.

Atlético Madrid completed
the misery by losing to Chelsea.
Again, there were mitigating
circumstances as they had to
call Bucharest home and halfa
dozen players were unavailable
to Diego Simeone. It’s possible
that they can spring a surprise
at Stamford Bridge - who would
bet against a one-nil win and
taking it to a penalty shoot-out?

The obituaries are a little
early, the inquest needs to be
suspended for now but there is a
distinct possibility that La Liga
won’t have a team in the quarter
finals of the Champions League
for the first time since 2005.

Femenino face play-off lottery

to remain in the second tier

With just one game in the
normal season
remaining, a top-four
finish is out of reach for
Nati Gutiérrez's team

POZOALBENSE 3
MALAGA 1
ADG

POZOBLANCO (CORDOBA). Malaga’s
women’s team will have to com-
pete in the play-offs to remain
in the second tier after defeat
against leaders Pozoalbense on
Saturday afternoon ruled out any
chance of finishing in the top
four of Group Sur A of the Liga
Reto Iberdrola.

Nati Gutiérrez’s side started the
game well and went ahead within
four minutes through Claudia who
converted a good cross from the
right with a strong header.

Malaga, however, could and
should have put the game out of
sight, hitting the woodwork twice
in the opening quarter of an
hour through Maria Ruiz and
Andrea Rios.

However, the hosts struck back
when it was least expected

Vol 1< N W

through a long ball out of defence
from Guermazi to Maria Marin
who made no mistake from just
inside the area after 28 minutes.

A fine save from Lucia Martin
ensured the scores were level at
the break and just like at the start
of the first half Malaga come out
strong.

However, a double change
from Pozoalbense changed the
dynamic of the game completely
and it was the Colombian, Farlyn,
who made an immediate differ-
ence, giving her side the lead for

Encarni plays the ball during Saturday's match in Pozoblanco. ape

the first time in the game with
an easy tap-in.

Just a minute after Malaga
were appealing for a penalty af-
ter a tug by Hamidouche on Clau-
dia Jiménez, Maria Marin made
it 3-1 with 20 minutes to go un-
der suspicion of being in an off-
side position. The goal stood and
the game was effectively ended
as a competition.

There is now just one game
left of the regular season, with
Malaga hosting Caceres this Sun-
day at noon.
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Marbella find their mojo again
as they push to avoid the drop

After four defeats on the
bounce, the Costa side
finally returned to
winning ways with victory
over fellow strugglers

Recreativo Huelva
RECREATIVO 1
MARBELLA 3
ADG

HUELVA. Marbella ended a run of
four straight league defeats with
a 3-1 victory away to fellow
strugglers Recreativo de Huelva
on Sunday afternoon.

The visitors started well and
their early dominance paid off
when Alfred scored in the 14th
minute after Chumbi’s initial ef-
fort was saved.

However, the side from Huelva
grew into the game and were
given a chance to equalise after
the half-hour mark when the
referee controversially judged
Eliseu to have used his hand in
the box. Alberto Quiles stepped
up to convert the resulting pen-
alty and to restore parity.

Into the second half, the hosts

AR s g e ¢ BN 3aas = UL SIS ou (REARLALAL

had more possession but were
unable to trouble the Marbella
goal. For both sides, set pieces
seemed to be the best opportu-
nity to break the deadlock, and
Marbella did just that in the 66th
minute when Chumbi struck
home from a corner.

Marbella then pressed for a
third goal to kill the game, and
were rewarded four minutes

from time, with Chumbi once
again involved.

He played a cross on the right-
hand side that found Callején un-
marked in the box. His scuffed
effort was enough to fool the goal-
keeper and put the seal on a con-
fidence-boosting win for Marbella
as they continue their push into
the top six to avoid a potential
double relegation.
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De Miguel, national rowing runner-up

Malaga rower Natalia de Miguel, representing the Real Club Medi-
terraneo, returned to the water competitively for the first time this
year at the weekend and came away with a medal for her efforts. De
Miguel picked up silver at the Spanish Long Distance Rowing Champi-
onships, held in Castrelo de Mifio (Ourense), where she clocked
22:35.16 in the 5,500m race in the individual skiff category. She was
only beaten by Virginia Diaz (21:52.55), also an international with the

Spanish national team.

A fitting tribute to aman who
refereed at three Olympics

VELEZ-MALAGA

Eduardo Hernandez, now
70, has lived in Torre del
Mar since he was a child
and has had the swimming
pool which he was
instrumental in building
named after him

EUGENIO
CABEZAS

Torre del Mar’s indoor swimming
pool, which is located in the Cerro
del Aguila area of the town and
opened in 2014, has officially
been named after the Olympic
swimming referee and Torre del
Mar resident, Eduardo Hernan-
dez. Herndndez was also the
town’s councillor for Sports be-
tween 2008 and 2011 and is a re-
tired English teacher.

The referee presided over the
swimming events at three Olym-
pics: Seoul in 1988, Barcelona

in 1992 and Atlanta in 1996, as
well as over 20 world and Euro-
pean championships, including
in Germany, Sweden, Bolivia and
Venezuela.

Hernandez has also been the
president of the national referee
committee in Spain as well as a
member of the board of Spain’s
royal swimming federation (Real
Federacion Espanola de Natacion).

Now aged 70, Hernandez was
born in Melilla but moved to Torre
del Mar as a child. While working
as Sports councillor he was one of
the first supporters of an indoor
swimming pool for Torre del Mar.
“When we got into power in 2008
there was already an agreement
signed by the previous mayor,
Francisco Delgado, for a 25-metre
swimming pool, but I didn’t like
the plan because it wouldn't have
been able to hold competitions,”
the former councillor recalled.

“Iagreed to be on the PSOE list
as an independent candidate in
2007. My objective was to get this
swimming pool for Torre del Mar,”
he added. With a joint financial
agreement already signed with
the Junta de Andalucia, he ex-

plained that it took a lot of hard
work to convince them that Torre
del Mar should have a competi-
tion pool, “I had to make a lot of
trips to Seville to convince the re-
gional government to change it,”
he remembered.

The swimming pool was com-
pleted in 2013 and the pool
opened in 2014. Since then the
pool has hosted numerous na-
tional competitions. “It set the stage
for a world record in a 400-metre
freestyle event by Alberto Al-
beriche,” Hernandez pointed out.

Herndndez has also acted as
referee for other sports includ-
ing football, basketball, trampo-
line, synchronised swimming and
water polo and is still very much
involved in the world of swim-
ming and refereeing, “It has al-
lowed me to travel, meet marvel-
lous people and be in contact with
some of the best sports people of
all time,” he says.

Of the three Olympics he’s
taken part in, Barcelona, “with-
out a doubt” was the most unfor-
gettable, “for what it meant for
the country,” he explained. Asked
who the best swimmers in his-

Hernandez, with then president of the COI, Juan Antonio Samaranch. sur

tory have been, Hernandez said
it had to be Americans Matt Bi-
ondi and Michael Phelps and the
German swimmer Michael Gross.
“I have had the opportunity to
meet all three of them and to refe-
ree them too,” he said.

Although there are no plans
for an official event as yet, since
Vélez-Mdlaga town hall an-
nounced the news a fortnight ago,
Hernandez said he has received
messages of congratulations from
across Spain.
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Head Office:
Avda. Dr. Marafion, 48, Malaga,
10amto 1 pm

General advertising enquiries:

952 649 669
952 649 638

evera@diariosur.es
dandrews@diariosur.es

SUR offices:

Mijas Costa / Fuengirola:
Centro Comercial Carrefour.
Avda. Los Lirios s/n

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to
1.30 pm. Telephones
952580726 /952583850
670643 488 / 605022 121
www.surinenglishads.com
ads@surinenglishads.com

Estepona:
Puerto Deportivo de Estepona.
Edificio Torre de Control, local 44.

Monday to Friday 9 amto 3 pm.
952 806 408 / 659 344 816
estepona@publicidadsur.com

U.K. representative:

Global Media Sales Ltd

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577
www.globalmediasales.co.uk

How much does a CLASSIFIED
advertisement cost?

58 cents per word

+21% IVA.

Minimum 10 words

Deadline TUESDAY 12 noon

Notice
to readers:

SUR in English accepts NO
RESPONSIBILITY for the
content of advertisements, nor
for any claims made by
advertisers. Thorough checks
should be carried out before
completing any transaction.

Notice to
advertisers:

SUR in English reserves the right
to make grammatical and spell-

ing corrections to advertise-
ments as and when deemed nec-
essary, and to classify correctly
any advertisement. Although
every care is taken to ensure the
correct publication of advertise-
ments, regrettably mistakes do
sometimes occur. If there is an
error in your advertisement,
notify your agency or agent at
once as SUR in English can only
accept responsibility for ONE
insertion published incorrectly.
We would like to advise advertis-
ers that no free insertions will be

given when the advertise-
ment/material received is not
suitable for print media.

Website / Email address:
Please be advised that it may not
be possible for your website or
email address to be printed on
one line. If it will not fit,
advertisers and readers alike
should bear in mind that a
hyphen will be inserted at the end
of the first line to indicate that
the email address continues on
the line below.

PROPERTY FOR
SALE

inland

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are
always looking for inland and Mijas
properties to sell to our interested
buyers. Tel 952491609/667067269

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gaininland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building plots.
Tel 952491609/667067269

Marbella

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311

Property Wanted

WE HAVE many clients actively look-
ing for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Cala-
honda. Call Joe 626864683

PROPERTY TOLET

Axarquia

BETWEEN Torrox & Competa: 3 bed-
room country house with pool and
horses. Also 2 bedroom apartment
in Burriana Beach (Nerja). Long term
rental. 689963957

Benalmdadena

FINCA Doiia Maria: Apartment 2
bed, 2 bath, parking, furnished. 700
Euros. Whatsapp 00447955405153

BENALMADENA: 3 bed townhouse,
beautiful views from large terrace,
parking and furnished. Whatsapp
00447955405153

Fuengirola

FUENGIROLA Studio Apt. in PYR
hotel. Sleeps 4, sea & harbour views.
500 euros allinclusive. 621215730

CENTRAL: Very bright 1 bed apart-
ment, 100m2. 8mins train. 650
Euros. 687255329

FUENGIROLA beach, fantastic 2
bedroom, 2 bathrooms, seaviews,
garage. 690 euros/month.
679111522

Inland

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long
term rentals Coin and surrounding
areas. Phil 659537525

COIN large townhouse, 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, patio, roofterrace.
550 euros/month. 679111522

Marbella

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952822311

Mijas

CALANOVA Golf, beautiful 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, sea views, ga-
rage, pool, 550 euros/month.
679111522

MIJAS Costa, large 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, terraces, garage, pool,
850 euros/month. 679111522

CALAHONDA: Fully furnished apart-
ment. 1 bed + office with garden
and pool. Suitable for single person
over 50yrs old. 675 Euros pm in-
cluding electricity & water.
662561773

Commercial
Properties/Offices to
rent

FUENGIROLA Opposite Portillo.
Rent office 80m2, 3 offices, large
reception, toilet, filer room. Park-
ing. 670643488

Need to Rent?
Cosfact us? We will distribute

on average S0 D00 copees it

YOLUR property in fie

SWIMMING POOLS
AND GARDEN

Swimming Poolsl

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs.
Malaga/Marbella.
678791495/952756168 sparklen-
ripple@hotmail.com www.spar-
klenripple.net

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat
Pumps. World leaders
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair
(www.acair.com). Established
1986.952486287

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according
your needs. Also, we can turn your
antic poolinto a new pool design.
www.dreamgarden.es
+34610502623

PROTEC Group: We create and de-
sign different kinds of swimming
pools. Ask us for our portfolio or
visit us at www.grupo-protec.com.
Phone 952 587 573

Garden

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623
www.dreamgarden.es

SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree sur-
gery. NO1 for Trees/Palms/ Garden
& Pool Maintenance. Since 1998.
+34711010971  www.spain-
tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com

THE ARBORIST: Specialist tall tree
jobs. Cheapest price. Also painting
house/ apartments/ villas. Whatsapp
637203528 Check Facebook/ In-
stagram: Specialtall tree jobs

SERVICES

Builders

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing
& coving specialist, 20.years on the
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms,
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543

Decorators

Awnings-Blinds

THE BEST painter/decorator on
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933
www.noldecor.com

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential,
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture.
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp:
Daniel 628066308 www.rainbow-
pinturas.com

CONSTRUCTIONin general, all types
of reforms. Quality building at the
right price. Stuart 648153718

PROTEC Group: Construction com-
pany dedicated to the construction
and comprehensive refurbishment
of villas and all types of houses in
the Marbella area and the entire
Costa del Sol. www.grupo-pro-
tec.comor 952 587 573

BUILDER, plumbing, electrician,
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930

LOOKING for areliable builder with
realistic prices for renovation pro-
ject of private villa. Email: marbel-
laproject@yahoo.com

NEED a plumber: Irrigation, pumps,
bathrooms. Hot water, boilers, so-
lar. 605554508

HANDYMAN for odd jobs. Painting
works. Solar panels. Gardens main-
tenance. Affordable prices.
635856000

COSTADIGGERS & CONSTRUC-
TION: Building Projects, Home &
Garden. Tel/Whatsapp 678450051
costadiggers@hotmail.com/
www.costadiggers.com

Plumbers

CITY & Guilds. Qualified plumber.
Allareas covered. Adrian 677063272

Electricians
DC ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Available 24/7 - 165 days & year
BB e

Cuality menchandios, b wiing

Racked by 1% peass experience
wn damestic, commertial and irduitrial

Pratessianal and friesdly advico
Tel: 950 567 594/ +34 60 364 A1

WOOD Repair/ Furniture Restora-
tion. Doors and Kitchen cabinets.
Painting/ Spraying. Interior/ Exte-
rior. Tel 652698850 Nidal_kd@hot-
mail.com

Gates

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin
951242873/636394641 expert-
gates.com

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors.
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates.
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es

952786178/605356469

Pest Control

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas,
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars,
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS
Pest Control. Phone Nigel
606008940. Credit cards accepted

Repairs

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps,
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497

PROTEC Group offers awnings and
blinds for both interior and exterior
use. Quality products selected to fit
your particular needs. www.grupo-
protec.com or 952 587 573

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a
week. Conversion from manual
to motorised. New installations.
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito
screens. All areas covered Coast
and Inland. 655825931

Upholstery

UPHOLSTERY including leather
cleaned as well as all carpets.
685524921

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery
cleaning, 27years experience, wet
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or
email acservs@outlook.com

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs.
Family run. Carpets, sofas and
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast
service. 7 days. All areas.
952930861/607610578
www.cleansol.business

Floors

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE.
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL
645840199

POLISH your marble or clean
terrace professionally for 3 €/m2.
30 years experience guaranteed
work. 671244683

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs.
Family business. Terracota cleaned
and sealed. No job too small. 7days.
Allareas. 952930861/ 607610578
www.cleansol.business

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs.
Family business. Marble floors pol-
ished. Fast service. 7 days. All ar-
eas. 952930861/607610578
www.cleansol.business

TELEPHONE SERVICE SUR.

952 58 01 42 - 952 58 38 50

NOW EVEN EASIER!!!
Send your advert by

605 022 121

(©

WhatsApp

Fay by credil! debit card, depasit or bank irensier W =
Monday to Thursday 9.30 - 14.00h. - Friday: 9.30 - 13.30h
Send adverts by email: adsisurinenglishads.com

All advertising information for the SUR in English: sizes, prices, supplements, examples are available: www.surinenglishads.com
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Windows and Glass
Curtains

REPLACEMENT of discoloured,
plastic jointing, strips between
the glass curtains. Also repairs.
655825931

UPVC and Aluminium windows
and doors direct from our factory.
We measure! We make! We fit! ge-
nevawindows@gmail.com
952587482/ 678768454

UPYC & ALUMINILIM
WINDHOWS & DOORS

Mrect frem our facto
Tel. 952 587 482
* GA7A 768 454

genevrmndomss gmail.com

PROTECGroup: Manufacturing, dis-
tribution and installation of UPVC
and aluminium windows and doors
as well as UPVC and aluminium en-
closures. Our services include the
supply and installation of UPVC win-
dows from Salamander and Kom-
merling but also aluminium frames
from Reynolds and Technal.
www.grupo-protec.comor 952 587
573

FUJTISU Inverter 899 Euros fully
inclusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability,
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/679284959

AIR CONDITIONING installations,
repairs and servicing. Airflow
952443222 airflowspain@live.com

Mortgages

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147 al-
anll@yahoo.co.uk

Loans

LOAN from 5,000 only 5% interest
without income verification.
911230817.sendcreditinfo@con-

MOVING locally? call
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet
or Loose Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
Transport.
952816582/603860702
move@freinternational.com

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311

February 26th to March 4th 2021

LUXURY kitchen gloss dove grey,
brand new with transferable war-
ranty, 10 units wall and base cost
£4000.00in UK will accept 995eu-
ros no offers. Please call 711063797
for more details

MOTORS
Buy / Sell Cars

www.moveit-storeit.com Phone
David 696810618

Cleaning Services sultant.com

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery H

including leather cleaned on site. Business .
685524921 Opportunities

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery
cleaning, 27years experience, wet
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or
email acservs@outlook.com

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable,
economical, all types of fireplaces.
Chris 608337497

WINDOW Cleaning. Don Jose Pro-
fessional. Reliable. Affordable.
www.windowcleaningdon-
jose.com 629769136

General Services

Locksmiths

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio
doors, windows secured. Paul
657466803

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security
Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-
curity surveys. English speaking.
636770865/952660233 www.se-
curityofspain.com

Air Conditioning /
Heating

AIR CONDITIONINGinstallation.
Service & repair to any make or
model, also repair fridge/freezers,
bottle coolers, car A/C& A/Con
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration:
952596404/679284959

AIR-
COMMTIOMING
AND HEATING
SPECIALIST

We Sarvice & Regair oy Moke
of Air-cenditsaning,

The: Fomily Company That Cores.
D the Coost dece 1993,
Moiniemanie
conlradi
ovailable.

cgol

B a5y

Tel. 252 935 513
coalandiosyE hotmail com
www.taolandiosy.es

group

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella. 952811311

Mosquito Screens

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colors. Nick
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws

Guttering

GUTTERING: Half pound PVC
White rain guttering. Envirocare
installing for over 24yrs.
0034952663141/ 0034670409759
info@envirocarespain.com
www.envirocarespain.com Qual-
ity guaranteed

Gas & Electric Fires

GAS & ELECTRIC fires. Economi-
cal heating by Envirocare.
0034670409759/
0034952663141. info@enviro-
carespain.com www.enviroca-
respain.com Quality guaranteed.
Over 24yrs heating the Coast

Others

SEWING Services: Curtains, Blinds,
Upholstery, made to measure. Wide
range fabrics/foam. 672800887
judeinspain@hotmail.com

LOS BOLICHES Sell/ rent with op-
tion to buy. Local 80m2 Excellent
commercial area, opposite Corte
Inglés, next to train station. Bargain
670643488

Others

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311

BRITISH nationals residing in Spain
holding the green residencia wish-
ing to exchange itin for the new TIE
card contact Ultimate Estatesin La
Calainfo@ultimateestatesspain.com
or +34645980692. 75euros for one
application or 125 euros for two

REMOVALS AND
STORAGE

MAN & VAN. Anything considered.
No job too small. FROM 15Euros
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited).
605215917

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr. Always
on time. 651081610

Insurance

VAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20€ hour +
fuel. Steve 602637242

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & Finance problems. Call
now. Cash waiting.
687049592/622229673

BRITISH Removal Company SL.
Regular transport services with
custom clearance. Spain, UK in-
cluding Scotland and Ireland.
952426463 www.brcspain.com

ZOOM Removals. Full house moves
tosingle item collections. 25€ hour
+fuel. Whatsapp 635187200

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full
loads. Pet transport.
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk
637980655

BUY /SELL
MISCELLANEOUS

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071

LOOKING FOR CHINA & GLASS-
WARE. ALSO COLLECTABLES &
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.
661402134

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques.
House/garage/ bar clearances.
Steve 602637242

WANTED household/ garden fur-
niture. 20yrs on the Coast.
660366033

(BILL (RRADY

CARS

CHECKR GUT OUR WEBPALE
hillbradvecars.com
BEST PRICES PAID

Contaci on: lafa® b el y o re.sam

H5Z 838 B43 7 G03 850 231

WANTED wanted, wanted!! All cars,
all years, all models...from exotic
to classic. Spanish, English, Dutch
plated. Call951977329/606647597

WANTED: Best prices paid for
proper cars, same day collection.
678808837

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK
or Spanish...685524921

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any
age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796

PHONE me first or last!! | pay
more!! Cars, caravans or commer-
cial. 660366033

Repairs

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped.
Mijas Costa. No job too small.
952667074

SUR IN ENGLISH

Paperwork

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free.
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists
before buying or registering & save
tax. www.meexpress.net 952490028

CARAVANS

Storage

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats,
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure.
Excellent rates. 5 minutes from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 67978669/
606101807

RECRUITMENT

Situations Vacant

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring
Now! Tel:952028080. Email:
info@localsoft.com Web: www.lo-
calsoft.com

WE URGENTLY require a registered
nurse for a company in Marbella.
Must have 10 years plus experience.
Trained in the UK or with interna-
tional experience. English must be
near native level, with Spanish. Per-
manent Contract. Email: recruit-
ment@immucura.com

LOOKING for an experienced pro-
fessional to help us control the reno-
vation of a private villa. Email: mar-
bellaproject@yahoo.com

WE ARE a Real Estate agency based
inthe port of Estepona, selling prop-
erties from Benalmadena to Soto-
grande with International clients. We
are looking for Sales Agents for our
English clients. You should speak per-
fect English other languages are a
plus. Driving license and a car is es-
sential. Please send your CV to:
info@properties-spain-mar-
bella.com

Good Insurance starts with
& godd Insurance Adviser

Right€e Way

INSURANCE

bulti - Policy Discounts | Fres Hie Car up to 45 days |
edhical Insurance for Residencis | Pobicies in English |
3% Descount on Medical Insurance.

Insuring expats
Im Spain Tor over

00000 .

1mrw T nmama

'l'MWI'Iﬂ

Tel. 952 934 963

hiwayinsure.com
NSUre_com

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Translators

OFFICIAL translations. all languages.
952789 204. Mobile 654 613 094.
Sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com

e ———————————
CONSTRUCTION

PROTEC

FACTORY & EXHIBITION

Camino Pera de Agua, 81-104
Pl Los Perales, Bustn 15 - 29651 Mtijas

Tel G52 58 7573

Fax 952 58 B5 16

Weekly

fﬂ_-";-.m

MALAGA REMOVALS

removal service to & from
UK, Costa Del Sol & Portugal

sales@malagaremovals.com | UK: +44 (0)1621 850070
Mdlaga: + 34 951 121 857 | Algarve: +351 289443202

Depots & Storage in UK, Malaga and Algarve

WE ALSO VALUE:

- Bilingual English/Spanish

SUR

in English

SUR in English, the leading communications
group in Malaga province, is looking for

ADVERTISING CONSULTANTS

The ideal candidate should be a person withinitiative;
they also should be dynamic, organised, diligent, a good
communicator and used to working in a team.

The post will invalve looking for prospective clients, sales
and advising clients on advertising with SUR in English.

REQUIREMENTS: experience in sales

- Knowledge of Excell and Powerpoint

Please send your CV to: dandrews@diariosur.es
indicating as Subject Advertising Consultant SIE’

WINDOWS & DOORS PRODUCT DISTRIBUTION

Elegant windows and 5ta|r5 for a beautiful home

l' B Bpomsos
.|I MALAGALT

imita@grupa-pratec.com
WWW, protecEroupspain. com

Simce 1996 - A trusted company with
24 years exparience In Spain

Get a DISCOUNT with this code! #1995PV20

. 2
000D



February 26th to March 4th 2021

SUR IN ENGLISH

P.A.FOR lady: Assistance bookkeep-
ing, I.T. music promotion. Max. age
43. Bilingual English/ Spanish. Uni-
versity professional. Driving license.
Poss. live-in. Marbella. alivetoen-
joy20@gmail.com

Situations Wanted

Massage

KOREAN relieving massages that
release tension and other stresses.
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia
656350401

QUALIFIEDCaregiver for seniors.
NVQ3 Trained. For more informa-
tion Call 603278076

THAI body massages. Private apart-
ment. Benalmadena. Torrequebrada.
Visits. Whatsapp. 612210289

WANT to treat yourself or others?
Certified massage therapist offer-
ing relaxing, therapeutic and sports
massage. | come to your place! Great

https://moncastellabar.wix-
site.com/quiromasaje Contact me!
604397817, quiromonmas-
sage85@gmail.com

BENALMADENA Costa: Total body
massage. 50% off Pensioners.
658189191

HEALTH & BEAUTY

Chiropractors

FUENGIROLA: Qualified lady chi-
ropractor. Aromatherapy. Working
independent. Clean & safe.
602806960

MASSAGE specialist Benalmadena.
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65.
Please wear your mask. 621395221

JAPANESE mature masseuse: Groin
shaving & massage. Back in Fuen-
girola. 610396186

Wi raquir:
- Biigud Erchih Sperish

- PG PR
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Marbella ‘¢ ForSale

[he o o ewreing, iy, e o e i) ! pro sl b cuur Bty Pt By efe,
Frotioesantade  SHLES MAREGER ~ S&LES COMSULTANTS - TELEMARKETERS

Mo af [eatt ane pther Lndquage, prefeuasly Dutrh, French, bemnas, Riaian o Somdinrse

- hatabie pesition ina wedl-mbabikhed company

- Fall cordract aag ksl vaourity for olTie hited gotdioim
- High Commistien & Boseses for drivest oo shozrdars, Expect fo eam 50K+

Please send your CV to: iInfo@marbellaforsale.com

AOY TREVOR

Marbella For 3ale

Realty arauiting
draifieg real exlete oo Mhe Codla del Fol

THE PROFESSIONAL MOVERS
 Available storage in the UK - Spain - Portugal

HOLISTIC Relaxing massages. In-
dependent Spanish masseuse. Puerto
Banus. Appointment. 648402953

THERAPEUTIC massages, Holistics,
Energy therapy. Reiki. Aromather-
apy. Sound therapy. 602453897

Others

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack.
From 22 Euros per pack 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack.
From 22Euros per pack of 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com

MALE/ Female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, mixed trial packs. via-
gradyoul9@gmail.com. 672883025

Are you on Facebook?

Add SR in Engglish 10 your timefngs

www lecabosk camsummglich

WEEKLY GROUPAGE SERVICE
BETWEEN UK - SPAIN - FORTUGAL

- Professional experienced courteous crews, all English speaking
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PERSONAL

Meeting Point

SINGLE Lady seeks sincere, edu-
cated, solvent gentleman, 60+ for
permanent relationship. 602431794

CALAHONDA: Gentleman 60s,
WTLM woman for friendship/
lunches, any age. 952932600

FORPOST Covid, older submissive
gentleman would like to establish
contact with a contemporary of 50-
70 whois assertively active and lives
within 100 kms of Fuengirola for
leisurely un-inhibited company in
nice peaceful surroundings for mu-
tually activities with no boundaries
except CP. outrefunl@yahoo.co.uk

TV/SATELLITE

Satellite Installation

BBC SAT skytv iptv internet avail-
able all coast smart tv sales Jose
Sotto Since 1973 Telf. 670443838
mail josesottoamse-
lem77@gmail.com

COMPUTERS /
INTERNET / PHONES

Repairs

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired and
upgraded. Home Surveillance.
18yrs helping people. info@sol-
tecspain.com Neil: 662379899

Phones-Mobile

REPAIR your phone. Manzana Rota
Fuengirola (Miramar shopping cen-
tre). We repair all mobile devices
in just 1 hour. WhatsApp
623222595

CLASSES

SPANISH lessons at yor home. Quali-
fied Spanish female teacher with
many years of experience. Own
method. Simple and effective. Ideal
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834

DVEATEAS
REMOVER

- From single baggage items, motorbikes, cars to full house moves we can move anything

Tel. +44 1925 630441 - 951 311 118 - info@movingmatters.net - www.roy-trevor.com

Buy / Sell

PUPPIES for sale, black Springa-
dor. Pedigree parents. Tel:
686010455

PUPPIES for sale, Pedigree English
Springer Spaniel. Liver and white.
Tel: 686010455

Kennels / Cattery

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections
welcome. www.eurodog.es
952464947/679786669

(SUR
in English)
The undisputed
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read®*, reaching
more than
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USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
Qe
EMERGENCIES BusStation 952475066 | Town Hall 952548400
Taxi Service 952471000 | Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401
Emergency operator 112 | Tourist Office 952467625 : :
National Police 091 | Town Hall 952589300 | TORREMOLINOS To notify symptoms of coronavirus
Local (municipal) Police 092 | Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 | g5 Station 902143144 With symptoms and/or contact with persons with
yedical 0086(; MALAGA Taxi Service 952380600 coronavirus or who come from an area of risk
Ire i f
Guardia Civil 062 | Bus Station 952350061 Ig\ljvr:tHglflﬂce 9955223377;288 APP Salud
Sea Rescue 900202202 | Railway Station 902240202 | " o dents Dept. 952374231 - Responde: take the
Crime report 902102112 | Taxi Service 952345693 g Pt Coronavirus symp-
Tourist Office 951926020 BENALMADENA i) toms test
ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP
MARBELLA i . . . .
) Bus Station 902450550 If the virtual test is positive, the health services
Samaritansin Spain 900525100 | Bus Station 955038665 | Taxi Service 952441545 will contact you by telephone
Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 | Taxi .Sel’el)lft%(.% 3557(7;;423 Tourist Office 952442494
296 Eare st ) 23@33538‘222 %\‘jvrr'ls;‘_lau Ice 9552776"700 :2‘:2?9:3;; dents Dept 9?5521347;;?;; There is also a numbero to notify symptoms, but
e Loncern (cstepona . id i i i i
g p Foreign Residents Dept. 952768760 ) ) to avoid jamming the line try the APP first
ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE | MIJAS VELEZ-MALAGA 900 400 061
Town Hall 952485500 Bus Station 952503162
Salud Responde 955545060 W Taxi 952540016 = : ;
(Doctors' appointments and advice) Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 | . W\ 952559100 Coronavirus information
Taxi 952478288 Tourist OFfi 952541104 955 545 060
ESTEPONA Tourism Office 952589034 | 'ourstItice
Bus Station 955038665 Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 | GIBRALTAR . :  heatth
Taxi Service 952802900 | NERJA General emergency 199/112(mobiles) Other emergencies Z%re?‘egﬁlc‘:?es elivz)id
iourls;c_loliflce 995522880021?8(2) Bus Station 902422242 | Fire/fambulance (emergency) 190 061 / 112 usinggthis o urgent
Foreno Residents Deot. 95280903] | 12X Service 952520537 | Tourist Office  (00350) 20074950
oreign Residents Dept. Tourist Information 952521531 | Taxi (00350) 20070027
FUENGIROLA
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THE STARS

Aquarius

January 21st - February 19th

You might find the strength to let go of
something that has been an issue for
some time. Doing so can be a very
transformative experience.

63

Pisces

February 20th - March 20th

As Venus joins the Sun and Neptune in
your sign, your magnetic and alluring
side may come to the fore. New
friendships may spring up at this time.

é?

Aries

March 21st - April 20th

Determined to make the most of a
lucrative opportunity? A Mars-Pluto
aspect encourages you to get focused
and go for it.

P

Taurus

April 21st - May 21st

It may be hard to ignore a desire for
something that you want very much,
especially if you'll do anything to get it.
Be sure you can deal with the
consequences though.

Gemini

May 22nd - June 21st

Want to get closure on an issue that has
affected your life for some time? Don't

feel you have to do it alone, the help of

a trusted friend could be invaluable.

Cancer

June 22nd - July 23rd

A friendship with someone who's
powerful or influential might be a step
in a positive direction. But there are also
gains to be made by connecting with a
teacher or life coach who can assist you.

Leo

July 24th - August 23rd

If you're willing to put the effort in this
week you can benefit from an

THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

QuIZ

What was discovered by
James Marshallin 1848?

1. Atomic matter 2. Polyester
3. Aniline dyes 4. Gold

What did William Henry
Perkin discover in 1856?

1.Polyester 2. Mauveine dye
3. Radiation 4. X-rays

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Across

3 Dng doing exescises SpEn N
an ambulance (9

8 Some returning gin ()

9 G over and recaive a miklary
decoration {3 6}

10 hMade baear for the childrmn,
say |

11 Kingdom of genuine monanch
at first {5)

14 Wear down Laves betwesn
points (%)

15 Febgious group getting
ehcirgeonvulsive tharapy on
Suandlay (4]

18 Gefs ricd aof langa bags (6]

18 Was in dabt and mamried with
nathing (4)

20 Cold making Comparson of
Haraur urmss] (39

21 Peopls stand to get them (5

24 Crayon lafl on fhe wallpaper
adhesne (6]

25 Oy thes cup |s broken when
wooang (5]

26 Whip back for a game (4]

27 Surveys of potential barvers ()

Down

1 Gieady character who works
wilh horses (9)
2 Compose music in g jottar?
14.3)
4 Bound to change a diat (4}
B Awoid boy melurning to 7
Diown {5)
8 Songs bor girts (B)
T Point the teas out [4)
8 Lnits of herec#y said o come
in pairs (5)
11 Scare over gthletics evenis |5)
12 Press can taks nothing in
COMCETNINGg intarcassion (5)
13 Painting of whisky makar's
enletenaa? (3.4)
17 Fight for a it (5]
18 Hubble In bed the knaght
refurmesd (5]
22 SZarmple atate produce {5}
23 Tie up Cthallo (4)
24 Said to hawve chosean the ald
rorherter (4)

THE WORDPUZZLER

i | | Can you identi
opportunity that is ripe for Icrz,sn:r,;:::eotrr'mse 1 2 M U S L I G 0 w N A tha :,._, v as .,':,,,.,
. . . . . L 1 r
the ;_chkmg. Allit needs is one big push square making sure A N C E P w 0 H I L _
and it could be yours. that every row of 4 6 7 2 9 the anagrams listed
nine numbers balaw?
Virgo includes all digits 8 3 S C L A FI E N T | C
August 24th - September 23rd from 1to 9, every T A M v I N T E H 0 )
The urge to take on a challenge could column includes all 7 8 9 1. Racal
B prove hard to resist, with a dynamic digits from 1 to 9 2, Tenk
ﬁ aspect encouraging you to have a go ang e"ify 3 byl3d 9 7 EP|L 0 O TV 0 U K 3. Wopsy
supsection incluaes )
whether you feel ready or not. L4t from 1.t 3 6 c D 0 WINIU M B U T E & e
. 9
Libra | WA|IC/R/OAS|AN|: 7=
September 24th - October 23rd ‘I 8 9 2 B, (ods
Venus your guide planet moves into D Y F E D U P I N T 7. Mova
your work and lifestyle zone. This is an 9 6 )
opportunity to smooth over difficulties, 0 S I R E S P 0 E H B. Libet
and is also excellent for meetings and 8 8. Kroc
negotiations of all kinds. T H c 0 H K E N D A 10, Wond
Scorpio
October 24th - November 22nd BATTLESHIPS CIRCLEGRAM
% Looking for love? As sultry Venus ramps
up, the chances of romance in a long- Instructions Find _ - Instructions
term bond can go through a positive where the fleet of ships 1 2 3 4 &5 B 3 10 Replace the
shift, or a new relationship move (: ti’at:lezh'dp' ir A | 2 question mark with
beyond the platonic stage. CrUISers, 3 estroyers, | aletter so that the
4 submarines) are . .
. . . B 1 letters in each circle
Sagittarius hidden in the grid. The can be arranged to
g numbers to the right of - _! g form words. names
November 23rd - December 21st and below the grid =1 1 L I | ,
Grasp that opportunity, especially if it's indicate how many of [} - 1 or terms (;E a
a money-spinner. A dynamic aspect the squares in that row Wg?aor: chTIfr.ee
could inspire you to have a go even if are filled in with ships E 1 I words, and the
you don’t have as much experience as or parts of ships. The = 3 letter ;epresented
others. ships do not touch each by the question
other, even diagonally. vineq
. G 1 mark?
Capricorn §0me have been filled b . — ! |
December 22nd - January 20th in to start you off. ) H | I | | 5
a1l Need to persuade someone of QEEp 5atieshiv | i
ﬁ- - something? With delectable Venus <D @Ep s
moving into Pisces, your honeyed words [}
can make you impossible to resist in D E @Y Oestroyers V3T &y a1
more ways than one. @@ @@ Submarines ! )
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down
1] Demonstations (15) 1) Moanandy (3] 3 7 ] [ 1
Bl Titke §E) 2} Irwesshitung (1)
11} Mew imj (5) 31 The (mj i)
121 T b in chamge {5 d} Joumey {B)
14]  Business owes (17) 5} Eachd)
15 Fivers i4) G} Ochre i)
18] “ou aesd) 71 Cider bar (3) 14
18] To knock down () B} Aurts [4)
21)  Minigter {m) (8} 8} Theory {6
22 The i3 10} I
23 Candidate (m) 3] 13} Weakness (&) 15 1 n
24]  Asluleness (T) 17} Coup détat (5,26} (13 =
25)  Presdent jm) (10) 18} Awake fm) (9
26] Gold [3) _ 18] Horeysucke (10)
27 'I'I'la;_.'u.EfE'.n:nngl?] 20 Ty resopaned (10 =
3] Engiraer m} (3 3} vou grew (8}
33)  Atternpts {5 27} Voting (8)
) Bamdy (8) 2t} Teapot )
36 Stubboeriy (10 2 Gowemment (3)
34)  Magnet {4) 0} They walk (5)
40) Founder (B 32} Mowd (2]
a1] Ifsi) 35} | sufemed (5)
42 Megatiations (13 36} Three 4)
43 Heir [m) (3 37 Sheeals(d) an 3
3 Age 4 .
= 15
1q 410
ANSWERS L c q Crvoti Circl
Quiz answers e Hesser Crossword | F1d PE OO EZ e, 22 G RS 11 9 [N Bl OGOy refegram
Z| SO0y || KD g ST SHURT  SpERg G el b Seg0 S s1afeld
“3uNNpuI pue ‘auluesyes ‘auisyony | 3 & O | uma] Spmsag /3 100 52 IELND 52 ek 12500Us 11 ‘SuIBBIH ‘swemim
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WHERE IS THIS?
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Last week:
Estepona

Last week’s photo was of the Torre del
Reloj in Estepona.

THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER

Put someone in the frame

One of the most interesting as-
pects of living in this part of the
world is that it is a real melting
pot of different nationalities
and cultures.

People come here from all
over the world and bring with
them fascinating stories about
how they ended up here. Oth-
ers, meanwhile, lived quite or-
dinary lives beforehand and
used moving to Spain as an op-
portunity to do something quite
extraordinary.

At SUR in English, we are al-
ways interested to hear about

the unique individuals who
form part of our community.
Whether they have an incredi-
ble talent, do valuable commu-
nity work or are simply a well-
known ‘character’ - if you know
someone who fits the bill, get
in touch! They might be suit-
able for a profile in our In the
Frame section.

You can send us an email at
surinenglish.su@diariosur.es
or get in touch with us via so-
cial media. We are on Facebook
(surenglish) and Twitter
(@SUR_English).
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uring the next few
D weeks, people who visit

the Parque Botanico—Or-
quidario in Estepona can enjoy
seeing how many species are in
flower at this time of year. One
stands out especially among the
rest, because it is difficult to find
in private collections anywhere
in the world and also because of
its close association with one of
the most influential people of
the 19th century and human his-
tory, British scientist Charles
Darwin, the father of the theory
of evolution.

The species in question is the
Angraecum sesquipedale, also
known as the Christmas orchid,
Star of Bethlehem orchid or just
Darwin’s orchid. It is special be-
cause, among the more than
25,000 varieties that exist, it is
the orchid with the longest spur,
the cavity from which insects
extract the pollen, measuring
between 20 and 25 centimetres.

Orchids were of special inte-
rest to Darwin. Their immense
variety, shapes and colours po-
sed interesting challenges when
it came to studying their
methods of reproduction, to
such an extent that he published
a book just about their fertilisa-
tion. It tells how Darwin recei-
ved a package of several orchids
from British horticulturist Ja-
mes Bateman, which included
the Angraecum sesquipedale.
He was struck by the length of
the spur and, following the pre-
mises of his evolutionary stu-
dies based on changes in spe-
cies due to natural selection, he
believed that there must be a
pollinating insect in existence
with a proboscis long enough to
reach the nectar receptacle at
the end of the spur.

In other words, Darwin
suggested that the Angraecum
and its supposed pollinator had
acquired their striking physio-
nomy through a process of evo-
lution in which one species res-
ponded to changes in the other.
Nowadays, this is known as co-
evolution, or sometimes as con-

The Darwin's orchid will be in flqwer
for another two months. J.m. M. &

The flowers
of the origin
of species

Estepona. At the orchid park,
the variety known as Darwin’s
orchidinis flower. It helped the
British scientist to advance his
theories about evolution based

on natural selection

JOSE MARIA MARTIN

certed evolution.

At first, this idea was greeted
with incredulity by his scientific
colleagues, because no insect of
that type had ever been seen.
However, over time Darwin was
proved right: forty years later,
in 1903, in Madagascar, which

is where this species of orchid
originated, a type of moth ap-
peared with a proboscis measur-
ing nearly 30 centimetres.
This confirmed Darwin’s be-
lief, and the insect was given the
name Xanthopan morganii prae-
dicta, whose subspecific epithet

Head office: Avda. Dr. Maraiion, 48, 29009, Malaga. Telephone: 952649600. Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es
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-The cdilection has around

1,500 plants. J. M. M.

SUR

alludes precisely to Darwin’s
prediction about the existence
of this hawk moth.

Special care

Darwin’s orchid can be still be
seen in flower for the next two
months at the Parque Botdnico—
Orquidario de Estepona, which
has successfully adapted to the
conditions it needs to survive.
This was no easy task because
it is a capricious species and it
has taken several attempts and
different locations in the park
before the plant decided it was
happy to grow there.

Something else unusual about
this plant is that it emits its
strong scent at night. One of the
experts at the orchid park, Ana-
toli Minzatu, says it can be sme-
lled from at least five metres
away, so it is a pity that this type
of natural museum can only be
visited during the day.

Anatoli has been working at
the botanical park since shortly
after it opened, nearly six years
ago. During that time he has
seen it evolve and grow.

“We have nearly 1,500 spe-
cies of orchid here now. There
are apparently between 25,000
and 35,000 different varieties,
and new ones are still being dis-
covered. Some countries, such
as Ecuador, have more than
4,500 different types, and in
different parts of Asia new ones
are found every year,” he says.

The countries in South Amer-
ica are the main orchid export-
ers. Each species which arrives
at the orchid park in Estepona
has to be carefully studied and
they all need special care.

“Many of them need a period
of up to two or three years just
to adapt to their new environ-
ment,” says Anatoli.

He says the aim of the park is
to have as many as 8,000 differ-
ent varieties on display within
the next few years, and if it is
successful in achieving this it
would become one of the most
important parks of this type in
the world.
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