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Movement between the eight 
provinces of the Andalucía region 
was permitted again from Thurs-
day morning, for the first time 

since 17 January.   
The Costa hoteliers’ associa-

tion said that more hotels would 
gradually start to open during 
May, especially at weekends. 

Advance reservations to the 
area are increasing overall and 
the regional Tourism minister, 
on a visit to Marbella this week, 
urged the industry to focus on the 
Safe Andalucía message to attract 
more visitors back again. P3

A lone piper played 
on the beach in the 
city on Wednesday.  
 SALVADOR SALAS

Costa tourism more  
upbeat as travel between 
provinces is allowed again

Local hotels will focus  
more on Andalusian  
weekend guests until  
borders with other 
regions reopen

Search on for 
cause of fire that 
destroyed Olivia’s 
in La Cala  P10

Covid-19 victims   
La Misericordia beach in 
Malaga was the scene of a 
poignant recognition of 
the over 1,600 people in 
Malaga province who 
have died from 
coronavirus so far during 
the pandemic. Small 
placards with human 
shapes were laid out on 
the sand.  P2

A tribute on 

the sand to lost 

loved ones 
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The average age of 
patients admitted to 
hospital is the lowest of 
the pandemic and some 
are elderly people with 
coronavirus who decided 
not to be vaccinated 

ALBERTO GÓMEZ
 

MALAGA. Vaccination against co-
ronavirus among the elderly in 
Spain is beginning to bring posi-
tive benefits. For weeks hospi-
tals have been detecting a sig-
nificant decrease in the average 
age of patients admitted with Co-
vid-19. The immunity achieved 
in care homes and among those 
over 80 years of age, the first vac-
cinated groups, has changed the 
profile of hospitalised patients. 

The change has been reported 
by both the main hospitals in 
Malaga city: the Regional (for-
merly the Carlos Haya) and the 
Virgen de la Victoria (Clínico). 
Covid-19 patients are now 
younger, with an average age of 
60, and have less severe clinical 
diagnoses say the doctors. 

This does not mean that the 
virus has lost virulence, but 
rather, being younger, people 
with the infection have fewer 
previous health problems and 
recover more quickly. 

However there is still an age 
range that worries doctors: the 
group aged 60 to 80, who are still 
considered at risk due to their 
age and the low percentage who 

are fully protected against the 
disease. Their vaccinations be-
gan a few weeks ago and they are 
far from reaching the immunity 
offered by the two doses of Pfizer, 
AstraZeneca and Moderna. 

A medical expert said that 
proof that vaccines work is that 
now the majority of the elderly 
admitted for coronavirus were 
those who decided not to be  
vaccinated. 

José Luis Velasco, deputy medi-
cal director of the Clínico said 
earlier this week, “Over 80 years 
old, we only have six patients and 
they were not vaccinated.” 

Of the 15 patients in hospital 
with Covid-19 over the age of 70, 
14 had not received the vaccine: 
“When you discuss it with them, 
they tell you that they had fears 
and that is why they had not 
been vaccinated.” 

Currently the age group with 
the highest percentage of admis-
sions is people aged 70 to 79: 
“The average age has dropped a 
lot, and it continues to fall,” said 
Velasco. 

The deputy medical director 
said, “Now the elderly don’t come 
from care homes and the infec-
tion rate in health workers has 
dropped a lot. The vaccine is the 
way out of the pandemic, but we 
still have to protect ourselves.”  

Changes requested 
The regional minister of Health 
at the Junta de Andalucía, Jesús 
Aguirre, has said that he will be 
requesting changes to Spain’s 
vaccination campaign. 

The most important request, 
which would affect the vaccina-
tion schedule, is to increase the 
spacing of the second doses of 
the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines 
to eight weeks, “in order to in-
crease the number of people with 
the first dose,” Aguirre explained. 

The other request is that the 
administration of the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine be authorised for 
those over 18 years of age “who 
want to be given it voluntarily”. 

Aguirre said there are thou-
sands of “paralysed” vaccines 
after the group of essential work-
ers between 55 and 59 years old 
stopped being vaccinated with 
this formula. 

He has also confirmed Anda-
lucía will once again ask the gov-
ernment to allow free movement 
to those fully immunised with a 
vaccination certificate.

Covid vaccination campaign among 
the elderly starts to yield results

Malaga province has seen 
1,621 deaths since the 
start of the pandemic, 
although the daily fatality 
rate is now very low

 

SUR
 

MALAGA. Covid-19 case numbers 
in Spain continued to slowly de-
cline this week. On Thursday (29 
April) the cumulative incidence 
rate nationally was 230. 

In Andalucía, the rate fell for 
the tenth consecutive day to 225.7 
cases per 100,000 inhabitants in 
the last 14 days, 25.9 fewer than 
a week earlier.  

In Malaga province, including 
the Costa del Sol, the 14-day rate 
was 131 on Thursday, down from 
138 a week earlier. 

On Thursday there were 158 
in Malaga province hospitalised 
with Covid-19 of whom 27 were 
in intensive care. Both numbers 
have been relatively flat through-
out April.  

The total number of cases now 
recorded in Malaga province since 
the start of the pandemic was 
94,127 on Thursday, close to six 
per cent of the local population. 

Although daily deaths have now 
declined, with just two deaths re-
ported locally in the day, the to-
tal deceased in Malaga province, 

including the  Costa stood at 1,621 
on Thursday.   

On Wednesday, the CGT union 
organised an evocative tribute. 
Black figures on placards and 
sticks were distributed along 
Malaga’s Misericordia beach, one 

for every person who had lost 
their life. 

Slow drop in coronavirus 
case rates continues 
across the country 

Over-68s can now 
make appointments for 
Covid vaccine directly 

People born in 1953 or earlier 
were being encouraged to 
make their own appointments 
for their Covid-19 vaccinations 
this week. However the Anda-
lusian health service stressed 
that those who were born in 
1954 or later must still wait to 
be contacted first. 

To make their appointment 
for their vaccines, if they have 

not started the course already, 
those 68 or over can phone the 
Salud Responde line on 955 54 
50 60, go online or contact 
their health centre, preferably 
by phone. The Salud Responde 
App will also be adapted 
shortly. Second dose appoint-
ments are not given out this 
way as patients should have 
been given a date when visit-
ing for the first time. 

On Thursday, 9.66 per cent 
of the regional population had 
had two doses and 22.76 per 
cent had had one dose. 

Cordoba

Jaén

Granada

Total Andalucía

Huelva

Seville

Cadiz

Malaga

Almeria

11.72%

26.17%

11.33%

25.79%

10.9%

24.52%

9.66%

22.76%

9.64%

23.39%

9.5%

22.3%

9.09%

22.02%

8.57%

20.75%

8.4%

20.92%

Vaccination Percentage of population

2 doses At least 1 dose

One black figure placed in the Malaga sand for every local death .  S. SALAS

MARBELLA 

Local teacher’s death 
still linked to vaccine   

J.C. / A.F.   A full autopsy and 
the medical history of the 
Marbella teacher who died in 
March after her first dose of 
vaccine have ruled out the 
presence of any illness that 
could have contributed to the 
massive haemorrhage she suf-
fered. This continues to point 
to the AstraZeneca jab being 
the reason for Pilar González’s 
death. However any criminal 
investigation has been ruled 
out by the courts as the 
autopsy could not officially at-
tribute the death to a specific 
cause.

IN BRIEF

Colleagues mourn the teacher’s 
death last month.  JOSELE

ANDALUCÍA 

Private clinics handed 
14m euros to help out  

SUR.  To deal with the negative 
impact on waiting lists, the An-
dalusian Health Service has  a 
total of 14 million euros to carry 
out diagnostic tests and opera-
tions using private health cen-
tres and hospitals in Malaga 
province. About 45,000 patients 
are expected to benefit from 
diagnostic tests in private cen-
tres - including ultrasound, CT 
scans, MRI scans, mammo-
grams cardiology stress tests 
- as well as around 100 differ-
ent surgical procedures.

SPAIN 

Minister says no to 
relaxing face mask rule  

E. MIRANDA.  The Spanish Gov-
ernment has no intention of 
lifting its mandatory wearing 
of face masks for the time be-
ing - not even for those peo-
ple who already have the 
complete vaccine course; 
something that has already 
being done in Israel, the 
United States and Gibraltar. 
Minister of Health Carolina 
Darias said the situation in 
Spain still does not allow this 
mask-free scenario to be  
considered. 

Source: Junta de Andalucía. Data from 29 April. 

i   Visit www.surinenglish.com  for 
daily updates on Covid-19 figures 
and restrictions, including a useful 

interactive map.
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The regional minister for 
Tourism is keen to focus 
on the Safe Andalucía 
message, especially with  
the UK expected  to open 
up travel from mid-May  

PILAR MARTÍNEZ / SUR
 

MALAGA.  People in Andalucía 
were able to move freely between 
the eight regional provinces on 
Thursday morning this week for 
the first time since 17 January. 

Although only a first step - 
other core restrictions such as a 
ban on land travel into the region 
and a nighttime curfew remain - 
the tourist industry on the Costa 
del Sol has already seen a rise in 
accommodation reservations and  
more announcements of the re-
opening of hotels .  

The president of Ahecos - the 
Costa hoteliers’ association -  José 
Luque told SUR, “A lot of hotels 
that can live off the Andalusian 
market at weekends at least are 
going to bring forward their re-
opening and be active from May 
onwards.” 

He added that it will be in the 

third week of May when some  
move to opening all week, ex-
plaining that currently there are 
around 30 per cent of local hotels 
open, a figure that will go increas-
ingly to 80 to 90 per cent “for sure” 
when more restrictions are eased. 

The regional minister of Tour-
ism and deputy regional presi-
dent, Juan Marín, also spoke 

about the good news this week 
on a visit to Marbella. He said that 
“one in four reservations that are 
being made throughout Spain are 
in Andalucía” and set the target 
for tourists at 20 million visitors 
this year. 

“We are at a key moment for 
the sector,” he told the media. 
“We’re beginning to see the light 

at the end of the tunnel but it is 
vitally important to continue with 
the safe tourist destination 
branding.” 

“Safe Andalucía must continue 
to be our selling point,” he said, 
especially in view of the opening 
of the British market, scheduled 
for 17 May, and throughout 
Europe. 

Speaking at the H&T hotel in-
dustry conference in Malaga ear-
lier this week, the city’s mayor, 
Francisco de la Torre, stressed, 
“We must tell the world that Spain 
is once again ready to receive visi-
tors. The feeling of being in a good 
restaurant with good food and 
good company is not forgotten.” 

Spain is supporting trials in 
May of a European digital green 
certificate - the so-called Covid 
passport,  in the hope it can be 
available from June to ease travel 
from more countries.  

SUR
 

MALAGA. Although movement 
restrictions between Anda-
lucía’s provinces were lifted 
this week, the perimeter of the 
region will remain closed and 
people can only enter and leave 
Andalucía for justified reasons. 

There was a further small 
loosening in the rules on 
Thursday. Bars and restaurants 
may admit customers until 
10.30pm and close at 11pm, 
although the curfew remains 
in place at 11pm until 6am. 
Shops may stay open until 
10.30pm as well. Meetings re-
main limited to a maximum of 
six people outdoors and four 
people indoors. 

The border closure of mu-
nicipalities with a case rate of 
more than 500 cases per 
100,000 people in 14 days re-
mains. The closure of non-es-
sential activity will be ordered 
if a municipality exceeds a rate 
of 1,000, except in places with 
fewer than 1,500, where  “a risk 
assessment” will be carried out.

Night curfew 
hours remain  
the same, but 
closing time for 
bars is relaxed

Local tourism industry gears up for more 
reservations as provincial borders open up

Their table awaits - this Axarquía boutique hotel reopened this month after 
15 months closed, ready for the easing of travel restrictions   ÑITO SALAS

Spain is supporting May 
trials of a European digital 
certificate - the so-called 
Covid passport.
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Benalmádena, Malaga and 
Torremolinos saw some of 
the worst damage and 
councils have called for a 
more permanent solution 

FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ
 

MALAGA. Beaches along the Costa 
del Sol took a battering from storm 
Lola, which brought heavy rain, 
high winds and rough seas to the 
coast at the weekend. 

The Atlantic storm hung over 
the south of Spain until Tuesday 
bringing instability and heavy rain-
fall. The coastline in Malaga, Tor-
remolinos and Benalmádena was 
worst-hit, as the fierce waves ate 
away at the sandy beaches.  

Víctor Navas, the mayor of 
Benalmádena, described the 
damage to the town’s beaches as 

“substantial” and called on the 
Junta de Andalucía and central 
government for more permanent 
action. 

“The need to build barriers to 
protect our beaches is vital. We 
need solutions now - we can’t wait 
any longer,” he said. 

Beach bars 

Los Cangrejos beach bar in 
Benalmádena reopened its doors 
the previous weekend for the first 
time since September last year. 
Now they have been forced to close 
again as the storm washed away 
much of the establishment. 

“It’s been years since we suf-
fered such great damage. The 
storm has eaten away two metres 
of sand and it has taken away part 
of the bar and toilets, in addition 
to the walkways and the awnings,” 
said manager Andrés García.

Storm Lola leaves trail 
of destruction on Costa 
del Sol beaches

The bad weather damaged chiringuitos in Benalmádena Costa.  ÑITO SALAS

The quarterly EPA report 
calculated that the local 
level has risen from 19.4% 
a year ago and puts the 
current average national 
rate at almost 16% 

N. TRIGUERO / L. PALACIOS 

MALAGA / MADRID. The first offi-
cial EPA active population sur-
vey of 2021 has shown the con-

tinuing effects of the coronavi-
rus pandemic on the jobless rate, 
with the figure now standing at 
22.4% in Malaga province. 

The EPA survey, published 
every three months, is generally 
seen as the most reliable meas-
ure of the number of unem-
ployed in Spain.  

Malaga province, including the 
Costa del Sol, had 610,400 in 
work in the period January to 
March, 29,100 fewer than the 

same three months last year. 
This was a 4.5% drop but ex-
cludes from the data those off 
work on ERTE furloughing 
schemes, which was just under 
34,000 in March.  

The EPA estimates that Malaga 
province had 176,400 unem-
ployed in the first three months 
of 2021, 22,500 more than at the 
same point in 2020. 

This translates into a provin-
cial level of unemployment go-

ing up from 19.4% to 22.4% in 
a year.  

The national average, based 
on EPA data, is 15.98% and the 
Andalusian regional average is 
22.54%.  

The rate of unemployment in 
Malaga province among women 
is four points higher than men 
(24.72% versus 20.33%). 

National trends 

On a national level, the number 

of unemployed rose by 341,000 
in the first quarter of this year 
compared to a year ago, with 
474,500 jobs lost and 133,500 
fewer people active in the job 
market compared to January to 
March 2020. This excludes more 
than 400,000 people affected by 
ERTEs. 

At the end of 2019, numbers 
out of work were falling by 3.4% 
a quarter. Numbers rose by 
4.25% in the first quarter of 2020 
with the outbreak of the virus 
and peaked at a 16% increase in 
the fourth quarter of 2020, fal-
ling back by 10.29% in the lat-
est first quarter data of 2021. 

The government is hoping that 
the Spanish economy will grow 
6.5% in 2021. 

Latest employment data puts Malaga 
province jobless rate at 22.4 per cent 

Debris washed onto the paseo near Malaga.  Ñ. SALAS Erosion alongside a Torremolinos beach.  J. CANALES
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TORREMOLINOS 

Four casetas that are 
currently closed have 
been put out to tender 
in a bid to boost 
economic activity 

TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. Torremolinos 
town hall has launched a project 
to transform the fairground into 
an year-round space for leisure, 
gastronomy and culture. The ini-
tiative is intended to attract visi-

tors to the area in a bid to boost 
economic activity. 

Four currently closed casetas 
have been put out for tender, which 
will be able to function 365 days 
a year, and not just during the 
romería and feria in September. 
Of the four establishments avail-
able to rent, three have an area of 
250 m2, and one of 900 m2.  

The deadline for submitting a 
proposal is 10 May (www.torre-
molinos.es) and the initiative is 
open to anyone so long as their 
proposal adheres to the rules set 
out by the cultural department. 
These will include that any altera-
tions or decoration must respect 
the essence of the area, and that 
the prospective owner of the busi-
ness must acquire the corre-
sponding licenses and permits 
to enable the type activity the 
venue will offer. In addition, the 
contract states that during the 
week of the fair, the casetas will 
have to adapt to the specific regu-
lations set out by the town hall.  

 “The intention is for the space 
to become a place of recreation 
for all ages, but especially for the 
young,” councillor for Culture 
David Tejeiro said.           

Fairground to become 
year-round cultural space

The feria space in Torremolinos where the casetas are located.  SUR

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS 

MARBELLA. The presentation of 
the updated Mobility Plan  by 
Marbella mayor Ángeles Muñoz 
has reignited demands for the 
improvement, expansion and 
consolidation of a safe road net-
work for cyclists. 

“We support a considerate and 
accessible model that adapts it-
self to the growing needs of its 
citizens and visitors within a mod-
ernised framework whose prin-
cipal pillars are energy efficiency 
and environmental and social 
sustainability,” said Mobility coun-
cillor, Enrique Rodríguez Flores.  

Despite this, according to Ar-
turo Reque, an architect who spe-
cialises in mobility, the council 
has always lacked the “courage” 
to undertake a genuine transfor-
mation. He advocates the estab-
lishment of an exchange system 

whereby people travel to the pe-
riphery of an urban area in their 
own vehicles and then change to 
a different type of transport, such 
as bicycle, taxi or bus. 

“In Marbella this could be near 
El Pirulí,” said Reque, adding that 
if an identical system were set up 
in Puerto Banús, it could decrease 
congestion considerably. In San 
Pedro it would be simpler, given 
that there are already numerous 
alternative roads that cyclists can 
take to reach the centre safely. 

Integration plan 
Marbella council pointed out, 
“In the month of September, the 
town’s network of cycle roads 
was expanded from 11 to 42.” 
In addition to this, the plan for 
integrating cycle roads into the 
town centre is currently under 
review by municipal engineers 
so that it can be initiated this 
trimester.  

This project, said Rodríguez, 
“includes expanding the network 
of bike racks and setting up rental 
stations for electric bikes. It aims 
to generate a network of cycle 
roads that interconnect the dif-
ferent zones”.

Mobility Plan 
reopens debate 
over bicycles in 
Marbella

MIJAS 

Mijas Secrets hopes to 
attract foreign residents 
to explore the delights 
that are on their own 
doorstep 

IVÁN GELIBTER 

With movement around the coun-
try still limited, Mijas town hall has 
set up an initiative to promote lo-
cal tourism and try to bring activ-
ity back to the town.  

The council’s Tourism and For-
eigners departments, coordinated 
by José Carlos Martín and Aran-
cha López, respectively, have re-
cently presented the initiative Mi-
jas Secrets - an activity where tour-
ist guides accompany foreign resi-
dents of the province to the his-

toric centre of the town to help 
them discover the most deeply 
rooted legends, as well as the town’s 
historical, artistic, natural and cul-
tural heritage in depth. These vis-
its in turn also lead to spending by 

the participants either in shops or 
restaurants, they say. 

“So far participants have been 
delighted with the initiative as it 
allows them to get to know the  
town where they live, despite the 

fact that some of them have been 
living there for many years,” ex-
plained Arancha López. 

The councillor explained that 
these tours are offered in English, 
German and several Scandinavian 
languages, in small groups that 
will, in time, be expanded in ac-
cordance with pandemic control 
restrictions. The tours cost between 
12 and 22 euros depending on the 
activity in question and they all 
leave at 10am from the Mijas 
Pueblo Tourist Office and last ap-
proximately two hours. Reserva-
tions are required. 

So far, several routes have taken 
place, including those dedicated 
to Semana Santa, The Legacy of Al 
Andalus, Crafts in Mijas, Mijas To-
day and Yesterday and Mijas  
Secrets. 

Several of these are repeated in 
May, with the addition of Mijas Hid-
den Waterways on 13 May and Lo-
cal Viticulture on 15 May (own ve-
hicle required).

Guided tours for residents in a 
bid to boost local tourism

i    For more information on the 
upcoming tours, visit : 
https://qrco.de/bc5gDA

The activities are primarily centred around Mijas Pueblo.  SUR

I. GELIBTER 

BENALMÁDENA. The opposition 
PP on Benalmádena council has 
called for mayor Víctor Navas 
to resign after it was announced 
this week that Navas would have 
to go to court over an election 
protocol beach. 

The PSOE politician shared 
messages on social media 
(which were quickly deleted) 
during the ‘day of reflection’ 
ahead of the elections in May 
2019, calling for the public to 
“vote for the PSOE in the Euro-
pean and municipal elections, to 
consolidate the growth and 
transformation that we started”. 

Navas is facing a fine of up to 
6,500 euros and claims he did 
not publish the posts himself, 
but accepts responsibility.

Benalmádena 
mayor told to 
resign over election 
protocol breach
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MIJAS 

Soroptimist International 
Costa del Sol received the 
aid from the Bonnik 
Hansen Stiftung 
foundation 

T. BRYANT 

MIJAS. Thanks to a recent financial 
donation, Soroptimist Interna-
tional Costa del Sol will be able 
to continue with its weekly deliv-
ery of fresh fruit, vegetables and 
eggs to the municipal foodbank 

for at least another six months. 
The donation was received from 
German foundation Bonnik Han-
sen Stiftung, an association that 
has supported numerous national 
and international social and edu-
cational projects. 

Last week, founders Bonnik 
Hansen and his wife Helene vis-
ited the foodbank in Las Lagu-
nas, which is run by the Red 
Cross and the Social Services De-
partment of Mijas town hall. They 
were welcomed by councillor for 
Social Services Hipolito Zapico, 
Red Cross representative, Ander 
Echebarria, and Soroptimist vice-
president Daphne Theunissen. 

“We were looking at ways to 
support the local people during 
these difficult times and liked the 
way Soroptimist has been sup-
porting the foodbank. We are 
happy to get involved and make 
a difference,” Bonnik Hansen said. 

Soroptimist International is a 
worldwide women’s organisation 
which celebrates its 100th anni-
versary this year. The Mijas 
branch began the food project in 
April 2020 to assist people who 
had lost their livelihood because 
of the pandemic.

Donation helps maintain 
support for local food bank

Helene and Bonnik Hansen (c) at the food bank in Las Lagunas.  SUR

SUR IN ENGLISH 

MARBELLA. Toni Dalli, the interna-
tional singing star who rose from 
the Yorkshire coalmines to be-
come a household name around 
the world in the 50s and 60s has 
died at his home in Marbella. He 
was 88. 

Originally from Pescara, Italy, 
Toni moved to Yorkshire in the 
late 40s, working in the mines 
and steel mills. His outstanding 
voice led to him singing in work-
ing men’s clubs where he was 
spotted by Percy Livingston and 
Roy Holstein, who advised him 
to move to London. Success soon 
followed and by the 50s, he was 
a regular on stage and TV in both 
the UK and the US.  

The 1980s saw Toni move to 
Marbella where he opened a 
hugely successful restaurant on 
the Golden Mile. Many of his 
friends from the entertainment 
and film world, including Jimmy 

Tarbuck and Sean Connery were 
regular guests. Toni was also able 
to enjoy his other passions – golf, 
being a regular sight on Marbella’s 
many courses and Ferrari, where 
he was a founder member of the 
Andalucía Ferrari Owners Club. 

Toni’s main passion, however, 
was his family. He was married 
to Valerie for over 60 years and 
the couple had four children with 
whom he las set up the hugely 
popular Dalli’s Pasta Factory in 
Puerto Banús.

International singing star 
Toni Dalli dies, aged 88

MARBELLA 

Underwater inspections 
suggest that its structure 
has been significantly 
compromised and urgent 
action is required 

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS 

Several groups are warning that 
urgent action is required with the 
iconic Torre del Cable in Marbella 
at risk of collapse. 

The alarm was first sounded af-
ter the Official Centre for Under-
water Research (COIS) discovered, 
after various dives, that the struc-
ture under the surface had been 
compromised. 

Now, engineers and groups such 
as the Asociación de Espigones 
Emergidos and Cilniana are call-

ing for a detailed study to be car-
ried out in order to ascertain the 
risks and outline the maintenance 
actions that are necessary. “The 
tower is going to fall, what we don’t 
know is when”, says the president 
of Cilniana, Francisco López. 

The tower,  a remnant of the 
overhead cable runway that trans-
ported buckets of iron ore, forms 
part of “the memory of the town” 
and must be preserved, argued 
Ángel de la Torre, a mining engi-
neer and partner at Cilniana.

Iconic Torre del Cable ‘at risk of 
collapse’ as calls grow for urgent study

The Torre del Cable is part of the town’s mining history.  JOSELE

I. GELIBTER
 

MIJAS. In addition to the 12 mil-
lion euros paid out last year, Mi-
jas council has announced a fur-
ther 10-million-euro package - 
of at least 3,500 euros per bene-
ficiary - for the town’s hospital-
ity sector. 

The so-called Cometha Plan, 
announced on Tuesday, will be 
divided into two main lines of 
aid: Cometha Employment (8.5 
million) and Cometha Tourism, 
(1.8 million). The employment-
related component will have 
grants of between 3,500 and 
6,000 euros depending on the 
number of workers: 3,500 for 
the self-employed or companies 
without employees; 5,000 for 
companies with 1 to 10 work-
ers; and 6,000 for companies 

with 11 to 25 workers. 
In terms of tourism, Cometha 

will have grants of up to 50,000 
euros depending on the type of 
tourist accommodation and 
from 25,000 to 75,000 in the 
case of golf courses, depending 
on the number of holes. 

Regarding the requirements, 
mayor Josele González said that 
the companies and self-em-
ployed must be located in Mijas 
and have seen their 2020 turn-
over reduced by at least 30 per 
cent compared to 2019. 

The call for applications will 
be published on the Mijas town 
hall website, on the council’s no-
tice board and in the Official Ga-
zette of the Province of Malaga 
(BOPMA), with a deadline of 20 
working days from the moment 
it is published.

Mijas prepares to give a 
further 10 million euros to 
the hospitality industry

Dalli in Marbella in 2004.  JOSELE
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TORREMOLINOS 

Friends are trying to help 
the 81-year-old whose 
apartment was left 
uninhabitable after the 
blaze, but say nobody 
wants to know 

F. TORRES / J. CANO 

MALAGA. An 81-year-old woman 
is still living in the badly damaged 
apartment in El Bajondillo area of 
Torremolinos, over a month after 
it caught fire and her husband died 
in the blaze. Vera Lucía Martínez 
is in a delicate state of health any-
way, and friends and neighbours 
are angry about the fact that noth-
ing has been done to help her.  

“Nobody is doing anything,” says 
Olfat, a friend  of the family. She 
says the insurers, Línea Directa, 
are partly responsible for this situa-
tion, but sources there told SUR 
that when there are fatalities the 

investigations take time and the 
insurers have to analyse a large 
number of factors before paying 
the claim.   

Vera Lucía’s case is becoming 
more widely known now because 

Olfat published a video of the apart-
ment in its present state.  

“She has no electric, no water, 
nowhere to cook, there is abso-
lutely nothing here and the place 
reeks of smoke. It is disgraceful,” 
she says.  

Vera Lucía says she can’t un-
derstand why the insurance com-
pany isn’t doing anything. “They 
haven’t even been to see the state 
of the place, they don’t answer 
the phone, it’s awful,” she says. 
Every day, she relives the mo-
ment when she came back from 
the chemist with her husband’s 
medication and saw police offi-
cers and fire fighters outside, and 
flames visible in her apartment. 
“My husband couldn’t walk. The 
whole place was on fire and he 
couldn’t get out. He couldn’t 
move,” she says.  

After they contacted the town 
hall, Social Services have now of-
fered Vera Lucía alternative ac-
commodation  while the problem 
is sorted out, but she has no idea 
how long that is going to take.  

A month living among the remains of 
a house fire that killed her husband

COÍN 

A. JIMÉNEZ.  Coín town hall is 
stepping up a campaign to in-
crease its registered population 
by urging foreign residents to 
ensure they are on the local cen-
sus, the ‘padrón’. The campaign 
began last year in collaboration 
with the British consulate, rep-
resenting the largest group of 
foreign nationals in the town. 

Despite an increase in Coín’s 
total population of 702 in 2020, 
the council believes that there 
are residents, especially among 
the international community, 
who are not being counted.  

Foreign nationals resident in 
Spain are required to confirm 
or update their padrón details 
every five years (or two years in 
the case of non-EU nationals 
without the right to long-term 
residency). While efforts are 
made to remind people when 
confirmation is due, the coun-
cil advises residents to be aware 
of the need for this simple pro-
cedure to avoid being taken off 
the register. 

Coín mayor, Francisco San-
tos, stressed the importance of 
the campaign: if the padrón 
does not reflect the real popu-
lation, he said, the town loses 
out financially. Santos explained 
that the town receives funds for 
infrastructure and services from 
central government according 
to its population. 

He also said that the town hall 
staff speak English, so British 
residents can complete their 
paperwork without problems.  

“We want to strengthen the 
communication channels and 
to that end we are working with 
the consulate,” said the mayor.

Coín steps up 
campaign to  
urge foreign 
residents to join 
local ‘padrón’

The state the property was left in after the fire.  SUR

IGNACIO LILLO  

MALAGA. One of the biggest pro-
jects in Malaga - a new marina for 
megayachts in the city’s port - is 
about to start. Permission from the 
council’s urban planning depart-
ment is “imminent”, according to 
sources, and it will signal the start 
of works on the 8.5-million-euro 
project that it is hoped will be ready 
by Easter 2022. 

Next Monday, 3 May, a plaque 
will be laid to mark the start of work 
and the event is expected to be at-
tended by the Junta de Andalucía’s 
spokesperson Elías Bendodo; the 

president of the Port Authority, 
Carlos Rubio; and partners of the 
Igy Marinas consortium. 

The comprehensive construc-
tion project includes: underwater 
works to reduce the swell in the 
marina; the landscaping of two 
breakwaters; running a new elec-
tricity power line to supply the craft; 
and the refurbishment of the ex-
isting glass building in front of the 
Club Mediterráneo. 

Island Global Yachting, a lead-
ing international group in the man-
agement of luxury marinas, to-
gether with Ocean Capital Partners 
and Malaga businessman Domingo 

de Torres are behind the project, 
to be called IGY Marina Málaga. 

Once it is operational, the ma-

rina will feature 31 berths for lux-
ury craft between 24 and 180 me-
tres in length.

Construction of Malaga’s 
megayacht marina 
expected to start next week

In a taste of what is to come, two megayachts were docked in Malaga 
port at the same time this week: Tatoosh (92 metres), once owned by 
Microsoft co-founder Paul G. Allen, and Tango (78 metres), owned by 

Russian magnate Viktor Vekselberg. The former will remain for a 
month, while today is the last chance to see the latter.

Two megayachts dock at the same time

 SALVADOR SALAS
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A group of youths from 
Almogía, armed with 
air rifles, face animal 
abuse charges 

J. C. / Á. F.
 

MALAGA. Police have investigated 
the killing of six cats that were 
found shot dead, the wounding of 
seven others and the disappear-
ance - presumed dead - of a fur-
ther five. Handled by the Seprona 
nature protection branch of the 
Guardia Civil, the investigation 
started last February when the 
owner of a farm in Almogía re-
ported that her cats were being 
shot by a group of youths. 

At great expense the woman had 
created the facilities in Almogía to 
serve a legally registered colony of 
stray cats that had, initially, been 
created in Malaga city. 

The felines, 29 in total, adapted 
well to the area and were much 

better cared for than in the city, ac-
cording to the owner. However, 
from December onwards, they 
slowly began to disappear. In the 
village they blamed the birds of 
prey. By mid-February, the owner 
of the plot decided to install a cam-
ouflaged, snare camera, which is 
activated by movement. Just a day 
after the device was placed, the 
bloodiest “raid” took place. 

There were several dead ani-
mals, others injured and some 
missing. Looking at the images on 
the camera, the owner discovered 
that a group of youths armed with 
air rifles had shot them. 

Seprona took over the case and 
quickly identified two minors in 
the first phase and, later, two oth-
ers aged between 15 and 17. 

The Guardia Civil have seized 
the three air rifles allegedly used 
by the youths who face animal 
abuse charges. The case report has 
already been sent to the Juvenile 
Prosecutor’s Office.

Hidden camera helps 
solve cat killer mystery

Elliott Wright claimed on 
Instagram that Olivia’s in 
La Cala de Mijas had 
been subjected to an 
arson attack

 

Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO / D. FINCH 

MALAGA. The Guardia Civil are in-
vestigating the blaze that swept 
through the well-known Olivia’s 
restaurant on the seafront in La 
Cala de Mijas in the early hours of 
Monday morning. 

The alarm was raised at 5.30am 
when several calls were received 
by the 112 emergency control 
room warning of smoke and 
flames coming from the luxury 
restaurant. 

Firefighters, Local Police and 
the Guardia Civil were quickly on 
the scene and the flames were fi-
nally brought under control around 

two hours later. Police remained 
at the scene, picking through the 
debris and trying to determine the 
cause of the blaze. 

According to SUR sources, the 
majority of the premises was dam-
aged by the flames although no in-
juries were reported. 

The restaurant, popular among 
the expat community, is owned by 

former The Only Way is Essex 
(TOWIE) star Elliott Wright. 

Commenting on a video on In-
stagram, Wright said: “I can say 
now that it is arson. Someone’s 
come and took my whole dream 
away, for whatever reason I’ll never 
know, because I don’t have any ene-
mies as far as I’m aware, I didn’t 
think I did.”

Investigation ongoing as former TOWIE 
star’s restaurant is destroyed in a fire

Flames caused extensive damage to the premises.  SUR

Firefighters were at La 
Pesquera del Faro 
restaurant located next 
to the Marbella marina 
for two hours on Tuesday 

Á. F. / J. C.  

MARBELLA. A fire has seriously 
damaged another Costa del Sol 
restaurant just a day after a blaze 
swept through Olivia’s restau-
rant in La Cala de Mijas. 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, 
27 April, the alarm was raised at 
about 5pm when witnesses re-
ported seeing smoke and flames 
coming from the La Pesquera del 
Faro restaurant located next to 
the Marbella marina, in the heart 
of the Costa del Sol town. 

Local and National Police, fire-
fighters and ambulances were 
quickly on the scene. 

The rapid action of the fire-
fighters, who were present for 
more than two hours, prevented 
the damage from being worse 
but a large part of the ground-
floor restaurant was damaged. 

A 48-year-old man was treated 
for smoke inhalation while try-
ing to put out the flames before 
the fire brigade arrived. 

Initial investigations suggest 
that fire started in a motor of 
one of the seafood tanks in the 
restaurant. 

The owner of the La Pesquera 
chain, Ramón Mesa, said that on 
top of the difficult coronavirus 
situation that the entire hospi-
tality sector is experiencing, the 
fire couldn’t have happened at a 
worse time. “Now we must add 
the damage caused by this fire. 
But we will try to fix this as soon 
as possible to try and have a sum-
mer season,” he said.

Seafood fish tank suspected of 
sparking second restaurant fire

An image captured by the movement-activated camera.  SUR
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 It’s all a question of 
compatibility, of 
knowing where and how 
to search. A professional 
matchmaker or “love 
angel” is there, as if they 
were a dear friend,  to 
help find that soul mate 

COSTA DEL SOL 
The latest trend, amongst high 
flyers, is to seek the advice and 
services of a personal match-
maker. Highly successful people 
have always been at the fore-
front of innovation and they ap-
ply the same criteria, when it 
comes to their romantic life, to 
ensure meeting the perfect 
partner.  

A personal matchmaker deals 
with searching and identifying 
those people who might be a 
perfect match for their clients, 
taking into account factors such 
as: character, physical attrac-
tiveness, culture and socio-eco-
nomic status.  

Many outstanding businesspeo-
ple have such a busy schedule 
that they have little time for a re-
warding social life and find that 
they are lacking personal rela-
tionships and happiness.  

A professional matchmaker 
or “love angel” is there, as if 
they were a dear friend, to help 
find that soul mate. They take 
control of the situation and 
guide their client to discover-
ing their perfect match, whilst 
avoiding time-wasting and mak-
ing the wrong decisions.  

People, who join an exclusive 
matchmaking club, are care-
fully selected, and access to the 
club is reserved exclusively for 
people with certain character-
istics. Supported by a team of 
highly skilled professionals, 

such as psychologists and sex-
ologists, the personal match-
maker is an extremely qualified 
person, who stands out for their 
empathetic approach, and care-
fully takes into account the 
uniqueness of each personal-
ity and their true desires. Hav-
ing that special, unique person 
can really change someone’s 
life, filling it with joy, warmth 
and a new meaning: more pro-
found and looking towards the 
future. 

Simona Muscari is the foun-
der of an exclusive dating 
agency for successful, career-
oriented people who are look-
ing for love with like-minded 
souls: Simona Muscari Match-
Making Exclusive Club ™ 

Simona has been a special-
ist in matchmaking for over 20 
years and is the only specialist 

in Italy, in this sector, to use a 
holistic and highly personal-
ised approach.  She uses her 
personal, talent-scout tech-
niques to find the ideal partner.  

Through her own personal 
experiences, Ms. Muscari un-
derstands that to be comfort-
able with somebody else, you 
have to be comfortable with 
yourself. If you can’t love your-
self, how are you going to love 
somebody else? She has learnt 
that you have to choose some-
body for the beauty of sharing, 
of interests, of paths, of mo-
ments, etc.  

The right person exists and 
can be found! ... It’s just a ques-
tion of compatibility, of know-
ing where and how to search… 
in a word; it is a question of 
“Perfect Matching”. 

Simona Muscari MatchMak-
ing Exclusive Club ™ is differ-
ent from other companies, pri-
marily, thanks to its personal-
ised approach and by welcom-
ing people to come to find their 
happiness. This is not a usual 
“singles club” that offers a da-
tabase and relies on an algo-
rithm to search for a match. The 
company centres on humanity, 
true desires and the precious 
uniqueness of each person.  

For Simona it’s more than a 
job, it’s a passion, a mission, 
because she has in her hands 
the opportunity of changing peo-
ple’s destiny. The possibility of 
changing their life by contrib-
uting to their happiness ... and 
there is nothing more beau-
tiful than seeing her client’s 
eyes shining with love. This is 
the greatest reward for her.  

Contact Simona by email -  
simona@simonamuscari.com 
- for more information on how 
she can help you find that spe-
cial someone to change your 
life for the better. 

SIMONA MUSCARI MATCHMAKING EXCLUSIVE CLUB 

THE RIGHT PERSON EXISTS, 
AND CAN BE FOUND!

MARBELLA 

Plans to create large 
public park near arch 

J. D.  Marbella mayor Ángeles 
Muñoz this week said that she 
hoped the land at Finca El 
Pinillo, next to the famous arch, 
would become council property 
again by the summer  so that it 
could be converted into a large, 
public park (the contract granted 
for a similar project during the 
Gil era never materialised). 

“The idea is that it will be a 
big, green area that comple-
ments all the new stretches of 
promenades that are being un-
dertaken and that are adding 
value to our coast,” she said. 

The land, divided into three 
plots, covers a total of 43,918 
square metres and will have 
walking routes as well as areas 
dedicated to the practice of 
sport. The most northernly part 
will house a car park. 

MARBELLA 

Bus interchange on the 
agenda in San Pedro 

J. DUEÑAS.  A project to build a 
bus interchange in San Pedro 
was set in motion this week af-
ter Marbella mayor Ángeles 
Muñoz and the regional Minis-
ter for Development, Marifrán 
Carazo, signed an agreement to 
promote its construction. 

The project, which will be lo-
cated where the A-7 and A-397 
converge, is expected to have a 
budget of 750,000 euros, co-fi-
nanced with European funds, po-
tentially rising to one million 
euros depending on the number 
of bays it eventually has. 

The idea is to create a central 
hub to bring together a number 
of different lines. At present, bus 
users have to go to three differ-
ent stops located on Avenida Nor-
berto Goizueta Daz, Avenida Luis 
Braille and Avenida Juan Vargas.

SUR.  The Starlite recruitment 
team will be in Marbella from 4 
to 6 May to select people to fill 
400 of the more than 1,000 jobs 
that the famous music festival 
generates each year. 

Staff will be recruited in the 
hospitality, ticketing, logistics 
and audiovisual areas and, as 
in previous years, applicants 
who want to apply for a job can 
do so through a web link 
(https://empleo.landings.jo-
bandtalent.com/starlitecatala-
naoccidente). 

From 4 to 6 May, the festival 
will interview candidates in Mar-
bella that have been selected 
through Jobandtalent, an em-
ployment and human resources 
platform that has digitised the 

application process. 
Organisers say that candi-

dates will be summoned in 
stages throughout the day to 
avoid crowds and they will take 
all the necessary measures to 
guarantee the safety of all at-
tendees including a queuing 
system, temperature controls, 
disinfection measures and the 
mandatory use of a mask at all 
times.

Crowds at a previous edition.  JOSELE

HERE AND THERE

MARBELLA 

Starlite organisers 
looking to fill 400 
vacancies for 
festival’s tenth 
edition this summer
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The town hall’s objective 
is to turn the area into a 
destination in its own 
right, which will form part 
of Nerja’s tourism offer 

EUGENIO CABEZAS
 

NERJA. Around 200 people gath-
ered in Maro, near Nerja, on Sun-
day to protest against the plans 
of Sociedad Azucarera Larios 
landowners and Nerja town hall 
to build a golf course, 680 homes, 
luxury hotels and commercial 
areas on an area of 250 hectares 
of agricultural and protected land 
on the Tetuán fertile plain.  

The protest came ahead of a 
council decision which was ex-
pected yesterday, Thursday, for 
the town to give the green light 
to the project, despite opposition 

from some political parties and 
residents’ groups. 

A manifesto was read reject-
ing the plans of Nerja’s local gov-
ernment team to approve the ur-
ban agreement that will set the 

bureaucratic process in motion 
to start the project. 

Protesters carried banners 
with messages including: ‘Don’t 
touch Maro’, ‘No to the Larios 
Plan’, ‘We do not want golfers as 

neighbours, we prefer farmers’ 
and ‘We eat from this land’. 

The group claimed, “The town 
council continues to put itself at 
the service of Larios’ interests to 
destroy our extraordinary agri-

cultural protected area of the Las 
Mercedes and Maro area, expel-
ling hundreds of tenant farmers.” 

The town hall and Larios’ aim 
is to turn the area into a destina-
tion in its own right which will 
form part of Nerja’s tourism  
offer. 

Families and foreigners 
Among the protesters were en-
tire families with children of all 
ages from both Maro and Nerja, 
whose ancestors have cultivated 
the land for centuries and the 
families continue to do so. 

There were also numerous for-
eigners who have rented plots 
of land from Larios in the area 
in recent years. 

The protesters have already 
collected over 10,000 signatures 
against the project. 

The project was first proposed 
in 2015 and in March 2020 Nerja 
town hall reactivated it by pub-
lishing a draft agreement with 
Larios.  

Since then the town hall has 
received 61 written allegations 
from residents’ groups and  
individuals opposing the plans.

Two hundred protest in Maro against golf 
course, 700 homes and luxury hotel plans 

Protesters at the site of the proposed development on Sunday.  E. CABEZAS

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Locals demand more 
signposts for tourists 

E. C.  A local residents’ group 
representing Benajarafe and 
Chilches has asked Vélez-Málaga 
town hall to install more sign 
posts to attract tourists to the 
villages. They said that there are 
only two information signs. The 
tourism councillor has prom-
ised to look into the proposal. 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Baby food campaign to 
run throughout May 

E. C.  A campaign has been 
launched in the Axarquía to col-
lect baby food and milk. Oper-
ación Potitios will run through-
out May and donations can be 
left in participating pharmacies. 
Potito means jars of baby food. 
Facebook: runningplayasde-
torredelmar.

HERE AND THERE

TORRE DEL MAR 

The land that the 50 
homes are situated on 
belongs to the Junta de 
Andalucía, which local 
politicians accuse of  
not keeping promises 

E. CABEZAS 

TORRE DEL MAR. Vélez-Málaga 
town hall on Monday communi-
cated to the regional government, 
the Junta de Andalucía, the “ur-
gent action” needed to find a so-
lution for the approximately 100 
people living in the slum houses 
of Torre del Mar, known as las Ca-
sillas de la Vía. 

The land at the entrance to the 
town, near the Weekend Beach 
festival site and Mercadona, be-

longs to the Junta, which Vélez-
Málaga town hall has accused of 
“not keeping promises for dec-
ades”. 

The 50 homes, which are not 
connected to mains water or elec-
tricity and do not receive a rub-
bish collection service, are occu-
pied by families with young chil-
dren and elderly people. 

In March this year one man 
died when his home caught fire. 

The councillor for Torre del 
Mar, Jesús Pérez Atencia, said in 
a written statement: “We have 
been having conversations with 
the Junta for many years and no-
body has come up with a solu-
tion, despite the fact that day to 
day life for these people is becom-
ing more and more complicated. 
We remind [the Junta] that a fire 
broke out in one of these homes 
just a few weeks ago.”

Local politicians demand 
‘urgent solution’ for families  
of Casillas de la Vía slum houses

ALMUÑÉCAR 

J. RHODES.  Almuñécar town hall 
has joined forces with local or-
ganisations, diving clubs, the 
fishing community and other 
volunteers to launch the SOS Co-
rales project, whose aim is to 
save and protect a rare species 
of coral that is native to the area. 

The main objectives of the 
project, which was launched on 
Monday, include cleaning up the 

seabed in the Punta de la Mona 
area, which is being destroyed 
by rubbish and in particular 
abandoned fishing equipment. 
So far this year volunteers in-
volved in the project have re-
moved 250 kilos of rubbish. 

The group also plans to cre-
ate a ‘nursery’ with a view to re-
populating the coral and the 
group hopes to get fishing and 
other harmful activity banned 
from the area.

Collaborative project launched 
to protect native coral species

Representatives from different organisations at Monday’s launch.  SUR
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Experts are confident 
that there will be no 
financial loss as every 
euro of reduction 
generates two to three of 
economic growth  

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA
 

SEVILLE. The Junta de Andalucía 
is working on a package of meas-
ures with the aim of making An-
dalucía the region with the low-
est fiscal pressure in Spain. On 
Tuesday the Andalusian parlia-
ment voted to introduce some 
of these changes by decree this 
year, without waiting for a new 
law, the Ley de Tributos Cedi-
dos, to come into force next year.  

The term ‘Tributos Cedidos’ 
refers to taxes which are estab-
lished and regulated by the State, 
but which are collected and 
sometimes managed by regional 
governments.  

The package of new measures 
will apply to six sections: per-
sonal income tax, wealth tax, in-
heritance and gift tax, tax on 
property transfers and docu-
mented legal acts, a special tax 
on certain means of transport 

and taxes on gaming. 
The changes which will come 

into force this year are the re-
duction of the tax on property 
transfers and documented legal 
acts, and this is expected to 
benefit 275,000 people.  

According to the Junta, this 
has been done to avoid a situa-
tion where a reduction which 
will benefit property buyers pa-
ralyses the market in the months 
until the new law comes into 
force.  

The decree reduces the 
amount of tax which is applica-

ble to property transfers and the 
tax which applies to notarised 
documents. For example, if one 
individual sells a property val-
ued at 180,000 euros to another 
individual, there will be a sav-
ing of 1,800 euros in tax. 

 As the measure means the 
overall price of new-builds will 
be lower, it is also expected to 
encourage more people to con-
sider buying these.  

The Junta believes that as well 
as boosting the property mar-
ket, it will attract new investors 
and increase consumption in 
general. It says the increased 
economic activity will benefit 
the tax authorities through in-
creased revenue from income 
tax and IVA.  

It is calculated that this fiscal 
reduction will mean a loss of 24 
million euros to the tax authori-
ties, but they are confident not 
only that this sum can be recov-
ered but that the measures will 
result in more revenue. The vice-
president of the Junta, Juan 
Marín, says the experience of 
previous tax reductions has 
shown that every euro of reduc-
tion generates between two and 
three euros of economic growth. 

The Junta is reducing some 
taxes to boost the economy

BCC makes 
welcome return 
to face-to-face 
networking 
The British Chamber of Com-
merce held an upbeat net-
working breakfast this Thurs-
day, the first face-to-face 
meeting of its kind since the 
start of the pandemic. Re-
gional president for Anda-
lucía, Derek Langley, wel-
comed members to the event, 
held at La Sala Banús, which 
was attended by British Con-
sul Charmaine Arbouin and 
hosted in collaboration with 
Pérez de Vargas Abogados.  D. ANDREWS

Growing  
pains

T his week, the Bank of 
Spain presented a re-
port highlighting the 

impact of Covid and the re-
sulting economic hiberna-
tion on the next generation 
of Spaniards. None of the 
problems it discusses are 
new, but they have been ex-
acerbated by the pandemic; 
and some of the most press-
ing issues, as the Bank’s eco-
nomic director Óscar Acre 
pointed out at Tuesday’s un-
veiling, have been around for 
decades. Will Pedro Sán-
chez’s government attempt 
unprecedented reform in 
these areas, thus preventing 
a second “lost generation” of 
young Spaniards?  

Brussels has also been de-
manding that Spain imple-
ment reform, or at least put 
forward ideas for reform, in 
two of the areas to which 
Acre drew attention - jobs 
and pensions. Like the Bank, 
it has also repeatedly 
stressed the importance of 
reducing the amount of em-
ployees on temporary con-
tracts, a segment of the work-
force that’s been especially 
vulnerable over the last year 
or so. In addition, the Bank’s 
report expresses concerns 
over the quality of Spanish 
university education and the 
low or non-existent incomes 
of under-30s: as of December 
last year, 35% of this group 
had no earnings at all.     

Despite a mounting genera-
tional crisis, though, there’s 
not much evidence that the 
Spanish government is tack-
ling these problems, even 
though doing so would make a 
lasting difference. Handing 
round yet another tranche of 
EU bailout funds is unlikely to 
have a greater impact, no mat-

ter how crusading and misty-
eyed Sánchez becomes when 
discussing the Covid recovery 
bonanza.    

So far, at least publicly, 
Spain’s government seems 
more excited about digitali-
sation (one of its absolute fa-
vourite words), transforming 
Sub-Saharan Africa and 
pumping cash into multi-bil-
lion-dollar corporations such 
as Iberdrola and Telefónica. 
To fund its hopelessly ambi-
tious “Focus Africa” dream, 
Spain is asking for even 
more money from the EU 
than it’s set to receive in the 
Covid recovery package. Why 
not a “Focus Spain” plan in-
stead or in addition, commit-
ted to improving the oppor-
tunities and skills of Spain’s 
neglected next generation?  

The underlying difference 
in approaches is between 
fostering self-reliance and 
sustainability rather than de-
pendence, whether on exter-
nal bodies such as the EU or 
on an unwieldy welfare state. 
Improving the lot of Span-
iards in their teens, 20s and 
30s would prevent or limit 
the brain-drain of young tal-
ent, would inject impetus 
and strength into the econ-
omy and would ultimately re-
duce the dependence of job-
less, unqualified adults on 
the state - all of which is ar-
guably more constructive 
than relying on EU emer-
gency funds (and promptly 
squandering them) every 
time a crisis hits.  

Spain’s already seen one 
“lost generation” as a result of 
the global economic crisis of 
2008-13; unfortunately, it 
doesn’t look like the country’s 
current government is doing 
much to avoid a second.

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

The new Ley de Tributos 
Cedidos will come into 
force next year and will 
apply to six different 
areas of taxation 

The Junta is confident 
that the tax reductions 
will result in more 
revenue through 
economic growth  

BUSINESS AND FINANCE
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NEWS16 GIBRALTAR

CULTURE 

Culture v Covid show 
opens on Tuesday 

D. B.  The Culture v Covid ex-
hibition at the John Mackin-
tosh Hall will be officially in-
augurated on Tuesday, 4 May. 
It features artistic and cul-
tural works produced during 
the past year and shows how 
the arts have provided a life-
line for many, bringing a fo-
cus, motivation, distraction 
and also entertainment dur-
ing the pandemic. The dis-
play will be open to the pub-
lic from 5 to 21 May. 

CULTURE 

Drama Festival to get 
under way from 17 May 

D. B.  It has been confirmed that 
this year’s Gibraltar Drama Fes-
tival will take place from Mon-
day 17 to Friday 21 May. All per-
formances will take place at the 
Ince’s Hall Theatre and there 
will be a total of 12 plays in all. 
Tickets are now on sale, with 
prices ranging from £6 for each 
performance session to £25 for 
a season ticket. For entry, all 
over-16s will have to show proof 
of a first Covid vaccine 14+ days 
ago, or a same-day lateral flow 
test, or have had Covid.

IN BRIEF

GIBRALTAR 

DEBBIE BARTLETT.  A wreath-lay-
ing ceremony took place on 
Tuesday morning to mark the 
70th anniversary of the explo-
sion of  the naval armament car-
rier RFA Bedenham. 

The ship had arrived in Gibral-
tar on 24 April 1951, and three 
days later the crew were unload-
ing depth charges onto a lighter 
(a shallow-draft boat or barge 
used for the unloading of large 
ships) at Gun Wharf. One of the 
depth charges ignited, causing 

a fire and explosion on the lighter 
which spread to the Bedenham 
itself. It also exploded, and the 
blast rocked Gibraltar and 
caused extensive damage to 
buildings in the area and the city 
centre. 

Thirteen people were killed 
and hundreds suffered injuries.   

At the commemoration, 
wreates were laid by deputy chief 
minister Dr Joseph Garcia, mayor 
John Goncalvez, the heads of the 
Airport and Gibraltar Fire Res-
cue services and on behalf of the 
Civil Defence Association.

Gibraltar pays tribute to 
the victims of the 1951 
Bedenham explosion

The ceremony at Gun Wharf on Tuesday morning.  SUR

GIBRALTAR 

D. B.  The Royal Gibraltar Po-
lice are warning of a phone 
scam which has been doing 
the rounds in the UK and may 
soon appear in Gibraltar. In 
the scam, people receive a 
text message claiming to be 
from DHL and stating that 
they have a parcel arriving. It 
reads: ‘DHL: Your parcel is ar-
riving, track here’, followed 
by a link. If they click on it, 
the tracking app then steals 
their personal data. 

A similar scam has been 
occurring recently in Spain, 
with a similarly-worded text 
message but not claiming to 
be from DHL. The advice from 
the police is the same: if you 
are expecting a delivery, only 
track it using the official com-
pany website. 

If you receive a text mes-
sage of this type, do not click 
the link in the message and 
never install any apps even if 
asked to do so. Delete the 
message from your phone. 

Police warn of text 
message scam 
which can result in 
the theft of 
personal data

During the operation.  SUR

HEALTH 

First transplant at St 
Bernard’s hospital  

D. B.  The Gibraltar Health 
Authority has carried out its 
first human corneal trans-
plant at St Bernard’s Hospi-
tal. The surgery was per-
formed by Consultant Oph-
thalmologist Dr Magdalena 
Popiela. The team worked 
closely with the Venice Eye 
Bank in Italy to source the 
corneal donor tissue. Until 
now, the patient would have 
had to spend several weeks 
in the UK for treatment fol-
lowing surgery there.
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The left says threats show 
the risk of “fascism” in next 
week’s Madrid election, 
while the right says such 
letters are a long-standing 
part of political life 

SUR
 

MADRID. The political campaign-
ing for the bitterly fought Madrid 
regional elections taking place 
next week (4 May) has been fo-
cused this week on menacing 
packages sent to ministers and 
other left-wing politicians. 

Faced with a rise in popularity 
of far-right Vox in the polls in the 
capital, parties on the left have 
linked the deliveries to a surge in 
“fascism” and intimidation. In 
contrast, right-wing parties have 

underplayed their significance, 
saying aggressive hate mail was 
normal for many politicians. They 
claim highlighting it is a tactic to 
divert attention from the “real is-
sues” of the election campaign.  

Last Friday, leader of Unidas 
Podemos Pablo Iglesias stormed 
out of a radio debate between can-
didates when the local leader of 
Vox, Rocío Monasterio, didn’t con-
demn the letters strongly enough 
for his liking. 

Besides a letter sent to Iglesias 
with four bullets, similar pack-
ages also reached the offices of 
the Interior Minister and the head 
of the Guardia Civil. 

Vox suggested that the letters 
could be fake and attention turned 
to how they managed to evade 
strict post office scanning. One 
person was reportedly removed 
from their position by Correos. 

The Industry minister also ap-
peared in the media this week to 
talk about a bloody knife received 
in the post, although the alleged 
sender, with a mental health con-
dition, was found soon afterwards 
after adding his return address.  

SUR
 

MADRID. People in the Madrid 
region go to the polls next 
Tuesday  (4 May) to choose a 
new regional president. The 
vote was called  after sitting 
president, Isabel Ayuso, of the 
conservative PP ended her coa-
lition with Ciudadanos. 

Polls have repeatedly shown 
Ayuso with a strong lead over 
other parties but likely to need 
the support of Vox to form a  
majority regional government. 
Ciudadanos may not gain a sin-
gle seat this time.  

The second biggest party is 
expected to be the Socialist 
PSOE with Unidas Podemos 
under ex- deputy PM, Pablo 
Iglesias, polling fewer than Vox. 

Right-leaning 
parties in the lead 
for Tuesday’s 
Madrid vote

Bullets and daggers posted to 
politicians trigger war of words 

The package sent to Unidas Podemos leader Pablo Iglesias.  REUTERS

GALICIA 

Franco family given OK 
to keep personal items  

SUR.  A court has given the de-
scendants of General Franco 
one month to get personal pos-
sessions out of a Galician man-
sion before the State takes full 
possession of it. The Pazo de 
Meirás estate was recently re-
claimed by the government, who 
said Franco manipulated pa-
perwork in the 1940s to make 
it look like a personal gift. The 
family lost possession but have 
won the right to remove items. 

IN BRIEF

MADRID 

MIGLUEL ÁNGEL ALFONSO.  The 
bodies of two Spanish journal-
ists murdered in Burkina Faso 
by terrorists apparently linked 
to Al-Qaeda were expected to be 
flown back to Madrid today (Fri-
day) by military plane. 

David Beriain and Roberto 
Fraile were travelling in a con-
voy in a rural area in the south-
east of the African country when 
they were ambushed and shot. 
The two men, who were well-
known for reporting from dan-
gerous areas,  had been making 
a documentary about illegal hunt-

ing. An Irish anti-poaching cam-
paigner, named as Rory Young, 
was also killed. 

The convoy was made up of 
two vehicles and around 20 mo-
torcycles carrying journalists, 
environmental workers and a 
military escort that is believed 
to have fled once the attack be-
gan. Reporter Beriain (44) and 
cameraman Fraile (47) had re-
portedly left one of the vehicles 
to take some drone video foot-
age at the time.  

A local Al-Queda group known 
as JNIM released a recorded 
statement saying, “We have killed 
three white men. We also have 
two vehicles with machine guns 
and two motorcycles.”   

The Spanish authorities are 
investigating the hypothesis that 
the attackers were linked to the 
Al-Qaeda group  as well as alter-
native theories of a roadside rob-
bery or illegal hunters protect-
ing themselves. The local Span-
ish consulate also commented 
on how difficult it had been to re-
trieve the bodies. 

Eleven Spanish journalists 
have died in conflict zones since 
1980.

Two Spanish journalists die 
in ambush in Burkina Faso 

Reporter David Beriain.  EFE

The disputed country house.  EFE

BARCELONA 

Covid-19 test concert 
was safe, say organisers 

C. REINO.  An indoor pop con-
cert held in Barcelona’s Palau 
Sant Jordi late last month in a 
bid to see if Covid-19 would 
spread, or not, has been her-
alded a success by organisers. 

A scientific study concluded 
that of the 4,592 people attend-
ing, only six reported positive 
for Covid-19 in the two weeks 
immediately after the event.  
These were all mild or asymp-
tomatic cases.  

All people tested negative 
before entering the venue and 
researchers believe that four 
people were infected at the 
event. The source of the infec-
tion of the other two isn’t 
known.  

Campaigners are calling for 
the relaxing of restrictions on 
numbers at cultural events. 

Cameraman Roberto Fraile.  SUR 
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In the same way that a mechanic explains to their 
customers what’s wrong with their car and then pro-
poses a series of options for different budgets so 
that the owner can choose one or the other with full 
knowledge of the cause and price, medical profes-
sionals should follow suit and not overlook the fact 
that it is the patient who is the owner of his or her 
health and ultimately responsible for making deci-
sions in this respect. 
    Whether it is the ‘paid’ doctor or the Social Secu-
rity doctor, the food on their plate is paid for by the 
patient in front of him or her. 

As far as I’m concerned, there is little difference 
between the tax authorities withholding part of our 
money to finance public hospitals and health cen-
tres and swiping our credit card or private insur-
ance card at a luxurious private practice. 
     In one case as in the other, the doctor must know 
his place - no more and no less than that of a highly 
qualified adviser (this training also paid for by our 
taxes) in the recovery or maintenance of health - 
and, if they’ve forgotten this, it’s up to each of us, 
as patients, to refresh their memory. 

The future of the healthcare system depends to 
a large extent on the exercise of our rights towards 
those who care for our well-being. 

MANUEL SUÁREZ

An unlikely example          
to follow

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

S omewhere on an indus-
trial estate in the back of 
beyond, hundreds of taxi 

drivers from around the world 
gather every year to share sto-
ries and congratulate each other 
on a job well done. There are 
prizes for, among other things, 
driving skills, customer care 
and honesty (this usually in-
volves the handing in of valu-
ables left in the cab).  

 The winner in each category 
is called to the stage to receive 
a little golden air freshener tro-
phy. This is where the fun starts. 
The triumphant drivers are al-
ways asked to speak for a while 
on whatever subjects they wish 
while their utterances are broad-
cast live around the world. As 
they’re taxi drivers, these 
speeches inevitably tend to fo-
cus on the current political and 
social situation in their own 
country. From bringing back the 
birch to legalising drugs, no 
stone is left unturned until, 

eventually, the evening draws 
to a close and the happy hoards 
head home, slapping each other 
on the back as they go. 

I just made that all up, of 
course, but it’s basically what 
the Oscar ceremony is - a large 
group of people from a particu-
lar profession gathering together 
to recognise the ability of some 
of them to do a not particularly 
difficult job a bit better than 
their peers. For some reason, 
the winning actors are, indeed, 
always given the opportunity to 
offer their dubious wisdom on 
whatever subject they wish to 
an audience of millions. This 
year, however, most potential 
viewers found they had some-
thing much more interesting to 
do, like cleaning the limescale 
off the bath or feeding the cat. 
In fact, in the US, only 9.85 mil-
lion people managed to put their 
supersize bucket o’ chicken 
down for a minute and tune in. 
It was a record low by quite 

some degree, the previous worst 
figure having been 23.6 million.  

The pandemic undoubtedly 
played a role in all of this, as did 
the fact there were no block-
buster films involved but, surely, 
the fact that members of the 
general public have come to re-
alise that they really don’t like 
being preached at by people 
who pretend to be other people 
for a living, will also have played 
a part. Crikey, those intermina-
ble speeches are like listening 
to the local pub bore under a 
spotlight, albeit it in a spangly 
dress. 

Given the raging lack of self-
awareness in Hollywood, it’s un-
likely figures for the Oscars will 
improve any time soon and the 
protagonists will, of course, 
blame everything except them-
selves, including the sunshine, 
the moonlight and the boogie. 

If they really wanted to know 
the truth, however, they could 
always ask a taxi driver.

Speeches and I scream
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T en years ago, the UN General As-
sembly declared 12 April as the In-
ternational Day of Human Space 

Flight. Also this year the world celebrates 
the 60th anniversary of Yuri Gagarin’s flight. 
With such euphoria you can easily be in-
spired to experience something similar - 
zero gravity, or at least to fly to the edge of 
space to have a look at our blue planet. 

On the grounds that many inventions, 
which at first cost lots of money, have be-
come much cheaper over time, you might 
think that 60 years later it might no longer 
be an extravagant idea. There might even 
be no need to go as far as the Baikonur cos-
modrome in Kazakhstan or to Cape Canav-
eral in Florida. As it turned out, launching 

into to ‘space’ was meant to be possible 
within about 200 kilometres of Malaga. 

Ten years ago, our own Andalucía bravely  
declared itself a space tourism destina-
tion. Wealthy passengers were promised 
that in Seville they would be able to expe-
rience the sensation of space travel on an 
Airbus, modified for parabolic flights. In 
2011, 25 seconds of freefall were expected 
to cost 5,000 euros. Five years later, the 
price had increased to 7,000 euros when 
the subject of space tourism was revisited. 
I remember the headlines in local news-
papers announced “Space travel for tour-
ists in Andalucía would be a reality by 
2018”. Knowing that the Airbus factory is 
in Seville, you might assume that the pro-

ject was not a dream but a reality. How-
ever, on calling the Seville tourist office 
this April, they were completely unaware of 
any pending space scheme. 

Fortunately, a couple of years ago, an-
other space experience alternative ap-
peared in Andalucía. This time it was Cor-
doba that ambitiously proclaimed itself an 
arena for low-cost stratospheric flights. 
Flying to the edge of space in a specially 
designed air balloon with a capsule was 
anticipated by the end of 2019 or early 
2020. For extra reassurance, it was stressed 
that because of low wind turbulence, Cor-
doba Airport was a perfect spaceport for 
the balloon, fuelled by helium gas. Never-
theless, despite any wind advantages, the 
price might still be a significant obstacle 
for many. Compared to Seville, Cordoba 
was seeking wealthier people who wouldn’t 
mind paying about 110,000 euros for a 
couple of hours’ flight. Ironically, before it 
could be determined whether their planned 
opportunity would be successful or not, 
the space project was moved to Villacar-
rillo in Jaén province, where the experi-

mental flight centre, managed by the An-
dalusian Foundation for Aerospace Devel-
opment, is located.  

Recent sources, from February this year, 
stated that the flights would take place in 
2021. However, in Jaén’s city hall I was as-
sured that they had never heard of this 
space project and advised to contact the 
spacedrome in Villacarrillo directly. There, 
I actually received confirmation that an 
experimental balloon flight had really been 
carried out, but that they have no informa-
tion about the development of the project. 
To sustain my hope of becoming a ‘space-
man’, I had to call the company directly; 
the office is located in Barcelona, but af-
ter dialling the number from their site I 
heard the unexpected message, “The num-
ber you have dialled does not exist.” 

It looks like my space dream must wait 
a little longer. Even if there were still web-
sites where you can reserve your seat in 
the balloon or aeroplane launched from 
Andalusian soil to the heights, I now have 
my doubts; or rather I am less naïve or 
more realistic.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
ALEKK M. SAANDERS

Space tourism in Andalucía?

Thank God! Finally! Something 
positive in the newspaper.... 

I‛ve managed to do the  
crossword!
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NERJA 

J. R.   The Costa Animal Soci-
ety (CAS) raised over 500 euros 
at a coffee morning which was 
held in Fitzgerald’s bar in 
Nerja last Saturday morning. 
The funds will go towards vets’ 
bills, a neutering programme 
for stray cats and ongoing 
costs, according to a spokes-
person for the charity. The 
next fundraiser is a 1980s and 
‘90s themed quiz at Fitzger-
ald’s on 5 May, starting  at 
7.30pm. See the CAS Facebook 
page for further details.

Coffee morning 
raises over 500 
euros to support 
animal charity

MACHARAVIAYA 

J. R.  The Damas de Gálvez associa-
tion of Macharaviaya were pre-
sented with official capes on 17 
April. These are worn by the 
women members of the various 
chapters of the Granaderos y Da-
mas de Gálvez association in the 

USA. 
The Macharaviaya branch was 

officially recognised as an inter-
national chapter of the movement 
in November 2009 and an example 
of the capes was sent to the village 
to be reproduced for local mem-
bers. The original cape is on dis-
play in Macharaviaya’s museum. 

The capes are traditionally worn 
on special occasions, such as 
American Independence Day. 

The association was founded in 
the USA in 1976 to highlight the 
important role Bernardo de Gálvez, 
who was born in Macharaviaya, 
played during the American War 
of Independence.

Macharaviaya 
Damas de Gálvez 
presented with 
official capes 

Macharaviaya’s Damas de Gálvez present their new capes.  SUR

CAS coffee morning.  SUR

British photographer 
Michelle Chaplow has 
joined the revolutionary 
world of NFTs in a bid to 
protect copyright of 
digital artwork  

TONY BRYANT
 

ESTEPONA. Award-winning inter-
national photographer Michelle 
Chaplow has joined a revolution-
ary new trend, tipped to be the 
future of digital art, by minting 
her first NFT, or non-fungible to-
ken, on the Ethereum Blockchain. 
The British photographer, who 
has lived in Estepona for 30 
years, has always been an early 
adopter in terms of technology 
and she is fascinated by the world 
of NFTs.  

NFTs now allow digital pho-
tographers to create something 
original that cannot be dupli-
cated. Ethereum is a type of digi-
tal currency that is basically data 
on the internet created through 
something called a blockchain, 

a shared digital ledger. 
“The process involves taking a 

piece of digital art and doing 
something called minting, which 
basically means to turn it into 
an NFT. It’s digitised with all the 
data, similar to a certificate of 
authentication that you receive 
when buying a piece art at a gal-
lery,” Michelle explains to SUR 
in English. 

However, the buyer does not 
own the copyright of the artwork: 
this is retained by the artist. With 
the old-fashioned analogue pho-
tography, it is possible to make 
unlimited copies, but there is 
only ever one negative. In digi-
tal photography there is no nega-
tive, so, as Michelle points out, 
“the NFT becomes a reversed en-
gineered negative”. 

“In terms of digital photogra-
phy this concept moves away 
from a traditional digital image 
that can be copied, shared and 
duplicated endlessly. An NFT of 
a photograph is, in effect, the 
negative that existed for tradi-
tional analogue prints,” the pho-

tographer says. 
Photography copyright is a 

huge issue worldwide and laws 
vary from country to country. Mi-
chelle is backing this new tech-
nology because she feels that it 
better protects the artist. 

“The really interesting thing 
about this is that if an artist sells 
a painting for 500 euros and then 
becomes super famous, and that 
picture was later sold for half a 
million dollars, the artist would 
not get any portion of that fee. 
With digital art, the artist has a 
thing called a smart contract, 
which entitles them to ten per 
cent of any future sales. It’s reg-

istered on the blockchain so it 
generates royalties when it 
changes hands the next time,” 
she says. 

Michelle, co-founder of the on-
line platform, andalucia.com, will 
auction her first NFT portrait of 
world-renowned flamenco dancer 
Eliza González on 7 May. Over the 
next year, she will mint one im-
age per month under the newly 
launched collection Andalucía 
Auras. Because andalucia.com is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary 
this year, she will donate 25 per 
cent of the proceeds to local  
charities.  

“I am very excited about the 
project.  I’ve chosen the English 
Cemetery as my first charity be-
cause I love history and the his-
torical aspect of that cemetery 
absolutely fascinates me,” Mi-
chelle concludes.

Award-winning international photographer Michelle Chaplow.  M. CHAPLOW

New technology 
paves way for future 
of multimedia art

Portrait of Eliza González.  M.C

“This concept moves away 
from a traditional digital 
image that can be 
duplicated and shared 
endlessly. An NFT is, in 
effect, the negative that 
existed for traditional 
analogue prints”
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GARDENING

Named after Scottish physician 
and botanist Dr William Wright,  
Wrightia is a genus of shrubs 
and trees in the Apcynaceae 
family (dogbane).  

There are around 23 spe-
cies in the genus, most of 
which are native to Ethiopia, 
South Africa, Asia and parts 
of Australia. Most species are 
very fragrant except for W. tor-

mentosa  and W. viridifolia, 
which have an unpleasant 
smell.  

Wrightia tinctoria grows in 
both dry and moist regions 
and is a small to medium- 
sized tree which usually 
reaches about three metres 
but in ideal climates can reach 
fifteen metres. 

It has a 

smooth yellowish bark and has 
dark ovate green leaves that 
have felted undersides.  

The cymes of white flowers 
form at the ends of the 
branches and can be up to 
15cm across. As the blooms 
age they turn creamy-yellow. 
The fruits are long and bean-
like, dark-green speckled with 

white. The seeds are narrow, 
flat and brown and have 

fine, silky hairs at one 
end to aid wind dis-

persal. 
A l t h o u g h  

Wrightia can be 
propagated from 
seeds, the plant 
will take from 
five to eight years 

to flower and is 
slow growing. 
It is not drought 

or frost tolerant and 
needs regular irrigation 

in summer and adequate 
protection in the winter. It 
will grow in full sun or par-
tial shade and needs free-
draining soil. It can be cop-
piced and spreads by pro-
ducing root suckers. 

Wrightia tinctoria is com-
monly called pala indigo or dy-
ers oleander as the flowers, 
leaves and roots are a source 
of a dye similar in colour to in-
digo. It is also called sweet in-
drajao. The flowers, leaves and 
fruits are harvested for use in 
traditional medicines and the 
very pale, almost white wood is 
used for carving, wood-turn-
ing and toy making.  

When added to fresh milk, 
the white latex sap is said to 
add no taste  and helps to keep 
it from turning sour longer.  

In some countries, the 
trimmed branches of Wrightia 
tinctoria are spread over fields 
and ploughed into the soil as 
a green manure.

Wrightia tinctoria

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Wrightia tinctoria and close up of bloom. (inset). WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

The English Cemetery in 
Malaga has a wide variety of 

unusual and beautiful bo-
tanical species, and now is 
the perfect time to visit to 

see Pittosporum tobira 
(right) in magnificent bloom.  
The gardens have been kept 
in shape by a group of volun-

teers at the Cemetery who 
have been looking after the 
garden since the lack of in-

come from visitors and cul-
tural events (due to the pan-
demic) meant the charity had 

to dispense with the normal 
gardener.  

The historic English Ceme-
tery is open Saturdays and 
Sundays 10.30am to 3pm.  

A restful 
garden

L. P.

Reader Richard Asfour sent in this photo of a newly hatched Mon-

arch butterfly settled on the stem of a single poppy. The poppy to 
the left is a double form, something which can happen quite fre-
quently with self-sown seedlings. 

Poppy perfection

RICHARD ASFOUR
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PERIANA. British photographer 
and long-term Periana resident 
David Waterman passed away 
on 22 April. He was 83. 

David was a professional pho-
tographer and continued to 
work with his art up until his 
death.   

Before coming to Spain, David 
was a freelance photo journal-
ist in London. He won a num-
ber of awards for his photogra-
phy including Sports Photogra-
pher of the Year and the World 
Press Photo. 

When he moved to Spain in 
1994, he started to run photog-
raphy workshops from his 
home; the reformed Broches 
mill in Periana. He was a mem-
ber of the village’s Almazara cul-
tural association for 16 years 
and his photos were regularly 
published in the association’s 
quarterly magazine. 

David was a popular and ac-
tive member of both the Span-
ish and foreign communities in 
his adopted village.

David Waterman, 
photographer 
1937- 2021

OBITUARY

GIBRALTAR 

ASH BOLTON.  Dozens of runners 
braved the rain to raise £265 dur-
ing a 7km charity run in Gibraltar 
last Saturday.  

The event was organised by lo-
cal running club Carpe Diem and 
saw 36 runners from various clubs 
run in aid of the Gibraltar Broad-
casting Corporation’s (GBC) Open 
Day.  

The relay had teams of three 
runners, whose names were drawn 
out of a hat prior to the race, com-
pete for the fastest group time 

across the finish line.  
The race was won by Elliot John-

son, Chrissie Caetano and Lisa Ol-
ivera, who clocked 1.32:47 between 
them.  

A raffle was also held after the 
event to win a dinner on the Sun-
born Hotel, which raised a further 
£358 for the registered charity.  

Cassandra Gaivizo, 44, an ad-
ministration assistant, whose idea 
it was to hold the Cassie’s Crazy 
Relay Race, said: “We had a great 
turn up for this event, which is for 
a very worthy cause.  

“It was lovely to see the ambi-

ence created during the run and 
very rewarding to see the efforts, 
the sweats, but most of all - the 
smiles on everyone’s faces.  

“We would like to thank each 
and every person that has made 

this happen.”  
The GBC Open Day happens 

every year and is the Rock’s big-
gest fundraiser - with money raised 
going to local charities.  

www.carpediemgibraltar.com 

Pounding the 
pavement for charity 

Runners taking part in the charity relay event .  JACK EVANS

CALAHONDA 

T. BRYANT.  Age Care Calahonda 
has announced that the twice-
weekly social gatherings will 
resume on each Tuesday and 
Thursday between 10.45am 
and 12.45pm at the Calahonda 
Baptist Church. The organisa-
tion will reintroduce its Begin-
ners Spanish and Chair Aero-
bics classes on Tuesdays, while 
a group sing-a-long with a pi-
anist and guitarist will be held 
on the first Thursday of each 
month. Volunteers will also be 
on hand to offer advice con-
cerning a variety of adminis-
trative procedures.  

24-hour assistance is avail-
able from the Age Care emer-
gency helpline: 635407255.

Age Care 
Calahonda to 
resume twice-
weekly social 
meetings in May

David Waterman.  E. ELLIOT
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 SUR.  The Brexit vote has had many, 
many well known consequences. 
What is less known, in the public do-
main, is the impact on higher educa-
tion of the 2016 referendum. British 
universities, still world leaders in many 
areas of academia, are now becom-
ing very expensive for some. For ex-
ample, for a Dutch passport holder 
that wanted to study, say, Theatre 
Studies in the UK, the average course 
fee is somewhere between 20 to 
25,000 euros per year. Prior to 
Brexit, EU citizens would pay the 
same as British citizens (around 
9,000 pounds or around 10,300 
euros per academic year). 

Most British passport holders liv-
ing in Spain will now pay the same 
price as a student resident in the UK. 
However, that could change in 2028 
and British residents, living outside 
the UK, will have to pay the same as 
their EU/International counterparts. 
But this, in turn, has had a knock-on 
effect on the EU university system. 
The upside is more choice; univer-
sities, across the community, led by 

the Dutch, are expanding their 
courses that are delivered in Eng-
lish. Certain degrees, that in the past 
were mainly only offered by UK uni-
versities, are now being offered 
throughout Europe. Students in Spain, 
whether or not they are UK passport 
holders, now see new, interesting 
frontiers opening up to them for their 
higher education choices. And in 
many cases these choices come at 
a much cheaper cost. 

The International Baccalaureate 
(IB) – the gold standard course that 
we offer at Swans Sixth Form – pro-
vides the academic rigour that uni-
versities across the world have said 
prepares undergraduates in the best 
possible manner. However, for our 
students, it is not just about what 
to do once you get to university, but 
how to get to the right university 
in the first place. 

We know that navigating the va-
riety of international systems of ap-
plication can be stressful for our 
young people. We teach students 
that want to attend universities in 
Spain, across the EU, in the UK and 
further afield, so our expert team of 

dedicated and knowledgeable pro-
fessionals offers guidance and sup-
port on how to access these insti-
tutions. Guiding students from an 
early age about their post-18 op-
tions is embedded throughout the 
curriculum lower down the school, 
with students getting to explore uni-
versity options from as early as 13 
years old. Students in the Sixth Form 
are supported throughout their two 
years in making the right choice, 

writing their applications and li-
aising with their chosen place of 
study once an offer comes through. 
We also continue caring for our stu-
dents once they have completed 
their exams and received their re-
sults, offering support should they 
change their mind about the course 
that they want to undertake, or if their 
circumstances have changed. 

We know that the whole univer-

sity application process can be be-
wildering, which is why we ensure 
that students at Swans can be se-
cure in the knowledge that our team 
is on hand to guide them through all 
stages of the process. For more in-
formation on Sixth Form options and 
university preparation, please con-
tact Swans School. Tel: +34 952 902 
755,  
admin@swansschool.net.

OPINION. Words by Robert King, IB Advisor and Development, Swans 

International School

Applying to university; 
Getting the process right

Swans.  GaryEDW

We teach students that 
want to attend 
universities in Spain, 
across the EU, in the UK 
and further afield, so our 
expert team of dedicated 
professionals offers 
guidance and support on 
how to access these 
institutions
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S
eville’s Moorish palaces 
will transport you to ex-
otic Marrakech, the art 

galleries of Malaga might even 
rival those of Paris, the flamingo 
wetlands of Huelva will inspire 
like the wilds of Africa, the cas-
tles of Cordoba will remind you 
of Ireland, while the renaissance 
towers of Cadiz will make you 
feel like you’re in Italy. Almeria’s 
rugged Mediterranean shore-
line is reminiscent of Scotland’s 
west coast; the gargantuan wa-
terfalls of Jaén’s natural parks 
will impress as much as any-
thing Norway has to offer, and 
the wilderness of Granada will 

embrace you like the vast open 
spaces of Iceland.  

Well, that was the promise of 
last year’s ‘Quédate en Andalucía’ 
domestic tourism campaign, that 
encouraged us to holiday locally 
during the pandemic. We might 
not have been able to travel, but 
the wonders of the world were 
close by to enjoy. 

Well, a year later and it’s a case 
of déjà vu isn’t it? After months 
of being locked in Malaga prov-
ince, the Committee of Experts 
of the Junta de Andalucía have 
suggested that we must, for the 
time being, stay within the region 
for leisure travel. 

So, here’s my take on where to 
go in Andalucía to satisfy your 
wanderlust. 

Cadizfornia Dreamin’ 
The first place I’m heading once 
the provincial frontiers open for 
leisure trips is the Costa de la Luz 
in Cadiz province. Little wonder 
this brilliant coast has been 
dubbed Cadizfornia, with its golden 
beaches and relaxed surfer vibe. 

Tarifa is no longer a secret. This 
scruffy port town has emerged as 
a popular, boho destination served 
by chic boutique hotels and hip 
B&Bs. For an authentic take on 
this cool coast, head for Los Caños 

de Meca, a shabby yet captivating 
beach community, that’s a fa-

vourite with Spaniards. 
The temperatures are 

sure to rise in May and 
June, so enjoy the 
beaches. Here you can 
take your pick; family, 
nudist, or gay – it’s an 
open and inclusive cul-
ture in Los Caños de 

Meca – you’ll feel like 
you’re in 70s Southern 

California. 

Subterranean surprises 
The castles of Cordoba province 
might well be evocative of desti-
nations further afield, and even 
into the realms of fantasy. The 
ancient, eighth-century Castillo 
de Almodóvar is certainly recog-
nisable to Game of Thrones fans. 
But to experience a more off-the-
beaten track experience of Cor-
doba, pay a visit to the village of 
Monturque. 

At the heart of the Montilla-Mo-
riles vineyards and wine route 
(these fortified wines of Cordoba 
might remind you a little of sherry, 
as they are made in the same 
style), the village of Monturque is 
a splendid place for a unique per-
spective of Cordoba. Here one 
finds 2,000-year-old Roman un-
derground cisterns; vast cham-
bers that have been excavated and 
are open to the public. 

Discovered by accident in 1885, 
these are among the most impor-
tant Roman cisterns in the world, 
said to be the fourth biggest. Built 
in the first century to serve luxu-
rious Roman thermae (commu-
nity bathhouses) they are now 
beautifully illuminated and make 
for a fascinating visit. So, no need 
to fly to Istanbul to see the fa-

mous, Basilica Cistern, as we’ve 
our very our subterranean sur-
prise right here in Andalucía. 

Creeks and canyons 
I’m fairly sure that after a year of 
limited travel choices we all know 
our ‘own backyard’ of Malaga 
province better than ever. Its capi-
tal is indeed a welcome cultural 
hub, and the countryside has a 
wealth of attractions including 
the vertiginous Caminito del Rey 
hiking route that clings to the 
edge of the Gaitanes gorge. 

However, Malaga now has a 
new, high-profile hiking route, 
the Sendero el Saltillo. Found in 
the Axarquía area, east of Malaga 
city, this demanding trail, through 
the stunning natural park of the 
Sierras de Tejeda, Almijara y Al-
hama, offers much of the excite-
ment, spectacular views, and dra-
matic scenery one might associ-
ate with Arizona. But it’s right on 
our doorstep, and what’s more, 
access is free. 

Martian marvels 
Huelva province is of course home 
to one of Andalucía’s most ex-
traordinary national parks, 
Doñana, with its vast wetlands 
teeming with wildlife, including 
later in the year, the iconic pink 
flamingos that make the area 
reminiscent of the expansive 
lakes of east Africa. 

May is one of the best months 
of the year to enjoy birding, and 
this year, with the suspension of 
the El Rocío festival, the birds will 
be more abundant than ever. 

But for a truly otherworldly ex-
perience in Huelva, head to the 
mining area of Río Tinto, where 
the environment is so remark-
able that astrobiologists and NASA 
scientists once tested space suits 
and robots here. 

Copper, silver, and gold have 
been exploited from the Río Tinto 
area for some 5,000 years. Since 
it’s rich in minerals, there’s natu-
ral contamination from the iron 
in the earth as well as heavy metal 
pollution from the disused mines, 
giving the river a deep orange and 
red appearance. 

Considered the closest one can 
get here on earth to a Martian en-
vironment, it has attracted atten-
tion of academics and research-
ers looking to see how bacteria 
can flourish in acidic oxygen-free 
environments. 

The Río Tinto mining park is 
set to open a new ‘Mars on Earth’ 
experience this autumn.  

High Sierra 
One of my favourite hiking expe-
riences was exploring the Berber 
villages of the Moroccan High At-
las, accompanied by a guide and 
our mule. It was quite unforget-
table. The same magic of explor-
ing timeless rural life can be en-

Africa or southern Spain? Later in the year flamingos make Doñana reminiscent of the expansive lakes of east Africa.  SUR

 Escapism.  With the region now 
‘unlocked’ there is plenty of 
variety to satiate your travel 
needs - all without having to 
leave the country

Andalucía,   
a world of 
destinations

ANDREW FORBES 

S   The Malaga 

countryside has a 
wealth of attrac-
tions including 

the vertiginous 
Caminito del Rey 
hiking route.

TRAVEL
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joyed in the foothills of the Sierra 
Nevada in Granada province. Here 
the Alpujarra Alta includes the 
emblematic villages of Pam-
paneira, Bubión, Capileira and 
Trevélez which offer an enchant-
ing insight into ancient Anda-
lucía, a time when North Africans 
came here in the eighth century. 

This once inaccessible area still 
has communities based on Ber-
ber architecture; labyrinthine 
lanes through hamlets of tightly-
packed flat-roof homes, with door-
ways protected by colourful, 
woven fabric curtains. The ter-
raced hillsides still have historic 
agricultural irrigation that dates 
back millennia. 

Crystal cave 
The Sierra Nevada mountain 
range impacts the climate in 
Almeria, making it the driest prov-
ince of Andalucía. In fact, it’s 
home to Europe’s only desert, 
Tabernas. Since Sergio Leone’s 
‘spaghetti westerns’, it has been 
a favourite for film directors. 

Mini theme parks now offer 
tourists the chance to witness cine-
matic shoot-outs and the oppor-
tunity to stroll through ageing film 
sets that convey the allure of 19th-

century ‘wild west’ America. 
New onto the tourist scene in 

Almeria is the magnificent Ge-
ode of Pulpí. This remarkable hol-
low rock is full of huge crystals – 
a cave that you can actually crawl 
into, and experience the energy 
of these 60,000-year-old crystals. 

This giant geode, the largest in 
Europe, was found within an aban-
doned mine in Pilar de Jaravía. 
So, no need to head to Mexico to 

get your fix of crystal healing.  

A Roman holiday 
Although Andalucía’s capital might 
mesmerise with its exotic Mude-
jar palaces, a trip into rural Seville 
province can be equally enchant-
ing. Surrounded by a sea of un-
dulating sunflowers one finds Car-
mona, one of Europe’s most an-
cient cities. A place of Roman ru-
ins, Moorish castles, noble pal-

aces and renaissance spires, lit-
tle wonder it’s a Spanish National 
Monument. It certainly can give 
Italy a run for its money. 

Yet, there’s more. Ten minutes’ 
walk out of the town (famous for 
its Puerto de Indias gin and vodka 
distilleries) there’s one of Spain’s 
most extensive Roman necropo-
lises. A place of some 240 Roman 
tombs, considered a strategic ele-
ment of Spain’s history. Only now, 

with the recent excavations and 
archaeological studies, are the se-
crets of this area being discovered. 

Liquid gold 
Some things just don’t need to be 
compared to other countries; 
they’re so quintessentially Anda-
lusian. Take the olive groves of Jaén 
province. No other part of the world 
can truly be likened to this unique 
historical, cultural and natural 
landscape. UNESCO is consider-
ing listing the area, which is the 
world’s largest producer of olive 
oil, with millions of olive trees. 

‘Oleoturismo’ (olive oil tourism) 
offers insights, tours experiences 
and of course extra virgin olive oil 
tastings so visitors can truly get 
embraced by the region. 

What’s more, as home to the 
world heritage cities of Baeza and 
Úbeda, the majestic Sierras de 
Cazorla, Segura y las Villas natu-
ral park, as well as the impres-
sive ‘vía verde del aceite’ Green-
way cycling and hiking route, un-
surprisingly, Jaén is emerging as 
a visitor destination. 

So, it looks like we don’t need to 
worry about PCR Covid tests and 
airport queues just yet. Andalucía 
can be our world of destinations. 

Arabian-style architecture can be found all over the region, but especially in Granada.  SUR

TRAVEL
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Cadiz 

Hotel Madreselva - Los 
Caños de Meca 

Built in a hacienda style, the ho-
tel’s rooms open to a central 
courtyard patio filled with Medi-
terranean and subtropical plants. 
Each guest room has a small pri-
vate terrace and simple en-
suite bathroom with 
shower and tub, in-
cluding amenities 
made with or-
ganic citrus es-
sential oils. Re-
opens the last 
week of May 2021. 
c a l i f a v e -
jer.com/en/hotel-
madreselva/ 

Cordoba 

Almodóvar Castle - 
Almodóvar del Río 

The Castillo de Almodóvar, dat-
ing back to 740, has been a lo-
cation for the international TV 
phenomenon Game of Thrones. 
This fairytale fortress offers self-
guided and professional guided 
tours, historical enactments and 

cultural events. Reopens 
last week of May 2021.  

castillodealmodo-
var.com 

 

Roman 
Cisterns – 
Monturque 

First-century Ro-
man cisterns, open 

to the public. Call 

ahead to make a reservation. 
Tours available most mornings. 
turismomonturque.com 

 

Montilla-Moriles Wine 
Route 

Itinerary for a self-drive tour of 
Cordoba’s most distinctive win-
eries. From 1 to 23 May there is 
a Patios de Bodega festival show-
casing the quintessential patios 
of the wineries. 
turismoyvino.es 

Malaga 

El Saltillo hiking route – 
Canillas de Aceituno 

Demanding 8km vertiginous 
walking route through the Sierra 
Tejeda. Recommended for ex-
perienced adult hikers. Impres-
sive views  of the La Maroma 
peak and the Almanchares river 
gorge. 
canillasdeaceituno.es 

 

Caminito del Rey hiking 
route – Ardales 

Contemporary hiking trail along 
the route originally opened by 
Spain’s King Alfonso XIII in 1921. 
Tickets must be purchased in 
advance, online. Suitable for 
families.  
caminitodelrey.info/en/ 

Huelva 

Río Tinto Mining Park 

Visit the museum, ride the cen-
tury-old British built railway 

and visit a mine. Book tickets 
in advance. 
parquemineroderiotinto.es 

Granada 

Hotel Finca Los Llanos – 
Capileira 

At almost 1,500 metres above 
sea level, this village is the per-

fect place to escape the swelter-
ing heat. Finca Los Llanos is a 
family-run hotel with pool. Re-
opens end of June. 
hotelfincalosllanos.com 

 

Jarapas Hilacar – Bubión 

Authentic loom workshop where 
you can see local ‘jarapas arte-
sanas alpujarreñas’ (handmade 
rugs) being made. There’s a shop 
too full of artisan products and 
foods like mountain honey. 
Check online for workshop open-
ing times. 
jarapahilacar.com 

Almeria 

Geode of Pulpí 

This giant geode, with crystals 
up to two metres in length, can 
be visited during a fascinating 
subterranean tour of an aban-
doned silver, lead and iron mine. 
Reopens 12 June. 
geodapulpi.es 

 

Seville 

Parador de Carmona  

Classic Parador hospitality flair 
at this striking hotel, within a 
14th-century Arabic fortress. 
Splendid base from which to ex-
plore the sights of Carmona. 
parador.es 

 
Carmona tourist office 

Online resource to help plan your 
visit. 
www.turismo.carmona.org 

Jaén 

Olive Oil Vía Verde 

Spectacular Greenway that runs 
along the former railway line 
that used to carry olives to 
Malaga port. 
andalucia.org/en/routes-via-
verde-del-aceite

THE DIRECTORY

The Andalusian provinces

Alpujarra artisans.

Vía Verde del Aceite.

Roman cisterns.

Hotel Madreselva.

Río Tinto.

Los Caños de Meca.

T
his magnificent building 
was originally built as a 
tribute to Tsar Nicholas I 

of Russia and was known as St 
Nicholas church until 1917. Built 
in the neoclassical style it was 
designed by Carl Ludvig Engel 
who surrounded the square on 
which it is located with other 
smaller buildings.   

The square is usually the fo-
cus for the 1 May festivities which 
mark the end of the winter, the 
canonisation of the eighth-cen-
tury German saint Walpurgis and 
International Labour Day. 

It is traditional for those join-
ing in the festivities to wear white 
caps, a tradition that dates back 
to the nineteenth century when 
engineering students would party 
at midnight on 30 April wearing 
their distinctive headwear. 

If you can name the building, 
its location and the name of the 
festival you could win a prize. 

Send your answer by email to 
english@diariosur.es. Please note 
that only answers with your 
name, address and telephone 
number will be considered. 

Congratulations to Edward 
Bace who correctly identified 
last month’s photo. It was of 
the Pitcairn islands (Pitcairn, 
Oeno, Henderson and Ducie) 
and the leader of the mutineers 
was Fletcher Christian. Your prize 
will be with you soon.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?

The end of winter
MARCH’S 
PHOTO

Send your answer to 
english@diariosur.es
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DEBBIE  
BARTLETT

N
inety years ago today, 
30 April 1931, Madrid’s 
Barajas airport wel-

comed its first official flight. 
The plane hadn’t come far, less 
than 30 kilometres, in fact, from 
Getafe. Four sites had been pro-
posed as the location for the 
new Madrid National Airport: 
Getafe, Carabanchel Alto, Val-
lecas and Barajas.  

There were a few teething 
problems with the new airport, 
including the presence of a large 
number of birds which made 
taking-off difficult. That was re-
solved by using a solution 
dreamed up by the Americans 
some time beforehand. Six fal-
cons were brought to Barajas, 

and their presence deterred 
other birds from being near the 
planes.  

The first destinations from 
Barajas were Barcelona and 
Seville, and the flights were op-
erated by LAPE, the company 
we know nowadays as Iberia. 
The fare to Barcelona at that 
time was 150 pesetas, and to 
Seville 125 pesetas.  

In 1965 the airport’s name 
was officially 
changed from the 
Madrid National 
Airport to Madrid-
Barajas, but  after 
the death of 
Adolfo Suárez, the 
first democrati-
cally elected 
prime minister af-
ter the death of 
Franco, the 
authorities de-
cided to com-
memorate him by 
renaming it 
Adolfo Suárez Ma-

drid-Barajas.  
What began 

as basically a 
small airfield 
grew and grew. 
In terms of ter-
minal area, Ba-
rajas is now the 
biggest airport 
in the world 

and it also has the longest civil-
ian runway, the 18R-36L.  

It is also one of the busiest in 
the world. In 2014, it was used 
by 41,833,374 passengers and 
the numbers continued to in-
crease. The following year, it 
was the European airport with 
the highest rise in passengers, 
ahead of Rome-Fiumicino, Lon-

don Gatwick and Amsterdam, 
who normally top the list 

However, as with all airports 
in Spain, the effects of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic are clear from 
the passenger numbers for last 
year. Two years ago, 61,734,944 
passengers used Madrid Bara-
jas. Last year, that figure had 
dropped to just 17,112,389, a 
reduction of 72.3 per cent.

The opening of Madrid-Barajas airport
Aeropuerto Airport 
Pasajero Passenger 

Avión Aeroplane 

Aeronave Aircraft 

Equipaje Luggage 

Pista Runway 

Despegar To take off 

Aterrizar To land 

Puerta de embarque 

Boarding gate 

Crecer To grow 

Salidas Departures 

Llegadas Arrivals 

Viajero Traveller 

Destino Destination 

Halcón Falcon 

Aerolínea Airline 
Tarifa Fare 

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E30 APRIL 1931

The Madrid airport in a photo dating from 1933. Left, 

a poster for the LAPE airline that became Iberia.  SUR

The small airport 
outside the capital city 
has become one of the 
biggest and busiest in 
the world
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EXHIBITIONS 

Carmen Aros 
EL MORCHE. From 29 April to 26 

May. Biobeach Club restaurant. 
Exhibition of works by Chilean 
painter Carmen Aros.   

Cristina Harillo 
ESTEPONA. Until 13 May. Casa de 

Las Tejerinas, Plaza de las Flores. 
The exhibition Mis Paraísos consists 
of fifteen, large format works by art-
ist Cristina Harillo and can be visited 
from Tues to Sat, 9am to 6pm.   

Así Somos 
TORREMOLINOS. Until 16 May. Casa 

de Los Navajas. 
An exhibition of around fifty photo-
graphs of people who live in Torre-
molinos. They were all taken by pho-
tographer Miguel Ángel Linares.  

Colección del Museo Ruso 
MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 

Sor Teresa Prat. 
Temporary exhibitions. From 30 
April until 12 October. The two tem-
porary exhibitions currently at the 
museum are Iván Konstantínovich 
Aivazovsky and the Russian sea paint-
ers which includes 26 of Aivazovsky’s 
own works and 13 of other famous 

seascape artists such as Konstantín 
Krugovijin, Aleksandr Dórogov, 
Alekséi Bogoliubov, Konstantín 
Istomin, Vasili Shujaev, Borís Yákov-
lev, Vasili Meshkov and Izraíl Lizak.   
Annual exhibition. From 30 April 
until 29 May 2022, the museum will 
be exhibiting 183 works entitled 
Guerra y Paz en el arte Ruso (War and 
Peace in Russian arte). Many leading 
artists with close ties to Russia 
formed an international school of 
battle painting. Among them were 
Gottfried Willewalde, Theodor Hor-
schelt, Aleksandr Kotzebue, Adolph 
Charlemagne, Franz Roubaud and 
Rudolf Frenz, with Englishman 
George Dawe. Sculptors Piotr Klodt 
and Yevgueni Lanceray also devoted 
themselves to this theme. The paint-
ings weren’t limited to battles but 
also reflected the effect of war on 
every day living. The exhibition 
includes works on this theme by 
Kazimir Malévich, Sofia Dímshits-Tol-
staia, Aleksandr Labás, Izrail Lizak 
and Yuri Jrzhanovski among others.   

Galería JM 
MALAGA. C/ Duquesa de Parcent, 12. 
Selva de Tiempo is the title of the 
current exhibition at the gallery by 
artist José Luís Valverde depicting 
the connection between the living 
and the dead. He says it was inspired 
by the sight of an enormous tree that 
had broken through stonework and 
was growing out of an old grave. 
There is also a collective exhibition 
called Panorama by artists such as 
Miki Leal, Alejandro Castillo and 
Chema Cobo among others. It is on 
display until 23 July. 

Carmen Campos 
MALAGA. Until 24 May. La Casa 

Amarilla, C/Santos. 
The Casa Amarilla is exhibiting This Is 
An Untitled Project, a photographic 
work by young Malaga artist Carmen 

Campos. www.lcamalaga.com  

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 10am - 

8pm Tuesday to Sunday. 

Giovanni Battista Piranesi.  The Ital-
ian’s artist’s work may seem at first 
glance like a selection of 14 of his 
very obscure and detailed engravings 
which the Thyssen has received from 
the Museo de Bellas Artes de Valen-
cia. However, he is considered the 
precursor of the nightmares of rea-
son that later influenced Goya. The 
legacy of the Italian artist is now on 
display and demonstrates in great 
detail his imaginary prisons. Created 
in a feverish moment, the painter has 
recreated a convoluted world, dark 
and full of staircases. 
The past collections of the Thyssen 
museum can be viewed online at 
www.carmenthyssenmalaga.org 

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

International Jazz Day  
MALAGA. 30 April, 1 May, 6 to 8pm. 

Plaza de la Merced. 
Two-day event to coincide with Inter-
national Jazz Day (30 April) presents 
some of the region’s most-celebrated  
jazz musicians: The Lito Blues Band, 
The Pepa Niebla Quintet, the Malaga 

Jazz Collective and more. Capacity lim-
ited to 300 but spectators can enjoy 
the sound from nearby bar terraces. 

Malaga Philharmonic Orchestra     
MALAGA. Various venues. 
30 April, 2 May 6pm. The Barber of 
Seville. Teatro Cervantes. 
6, 7 May, 7pm. Schuman’s Overture to 
Genoveva, Brahms Concerto for violin 
and orchestra in D major followed by 
Brahms Second Symphony in D major. 
Teatro Cervantes. Tickets: 
www.entradas.mientrada.net 

Mundo Divino 
MALAGA. 1 May, 8pm. La Cochera 

Cabaret, Avda de los Guindos.  
María del Tango and Carlos ‘El Calim-
bero’, present this concert of fla-
menco, classic, Andalusian, folklore, 
psychedelic and experimental music.  

Coco for children 
ESTEPONA. 2 May, 5pm. Auditorio 

Felipe VI. 

Coco is a musical adaptation of a 
famous film of the same name based 
on the Mexican tradition of the Día de  
Muertos. Tickets: www.tafeste-
pona.com, call: 952800441 or from 
the box office on the day. 

Rock of the Ages 

RIVIERA DEL SOL. 5 May, 7pm. Vil-

lage Inn Bar and Restaurant, 

C/Esmeralda. 15€. 
Lucy Pardoe and Ollie Hughes are in 
concert. The ticket price includes a 
choice of three main courses and 
small glass of beer or wine.Call: 
622399366 or email:lucypar-
doe@hotmail.co.uk  

Fígaro 
ONLINE. 8 May, 7pm. Via Zoom. 10€  
Three operas, three composers and 
one protagonist: the immortal Fígaro. 
Call: 654013232. Reservations: reser-
vas@musicaconencanto.org / 
654013232 / www.musicaconen-
canto.org  

FLAMENCO 

Flamenco Wednesday 
MIJAS. Every Wednesday, 12pm. 

Plaza Virgen de la Peña.  
Live flamenco performance weekly in 
the plaza.  

Paseos Flamenco 
MALAGA. Sundays, 9.30 -11am. May 

and June. 10€.  
2 May. Plaza de la Merced. 
16 May. El Perchel and La Trinidad.  
23 May. Cafés Cantantes and Tablaos 
Flamencos. 
6 June. Juan Breva. 
20 June. El Palo 
Reservations call 687607526 or 
email: flamencamalaga@hot-
mail.com 

Ábrego  
MALAGA. 8 May, 12pm. La Cochera 

Cabaret, Avda de los Guindos.  
A flamenco concert formed by the 
quartet made up of flautist Javi León, 
saxophonist Juan Diego Sáez, guitar-
rist Alberto Torres and drummer 
Chico Carmona.  

ESTEPONA 

The duo will perform 
three sets in tribute to 
The Drifters, The 
Stylistics and The 
Temptations

 

TONY BRYANT 

Popular Costa duo The Soul 
Brothers have invited the 
public to participate in the re-
cording of a new promotional 
video at a concert that will 
take place in the 90 Mile Bar 
in Villacana, Estepona, tomor-
row (Saturday). 

The musicians will per-
form three sets offering trib-
utes to The Drifters, The Sty-
listics and The Temptations, 
whose combined hits include 
classics like Save the Last 
Dance For Me, Betcha By 
Golly Wow and The Way You 
Do the Things You Do. The 

repertoire will also include 
hits of other renowned soul 
artists like Wilson Pickett and 
Sam and Dave. 

The duo consists of James 
Ray, a saxophonist and vocal-
ist who has performed in ven-
ues throughout Europe and 
the Middle East; and Frankie 
B, a singer who has made his 

mark on the soul scene on the 
Costa del Sol. 

The show starts at 4.30pm 
and entrance is free, although 
those wishing to attend are 
advised to arrive early as ca-
pacity will be limited due to 
coronavirus restrictions. 

Reservations can be made 
on 952885580. 

The Soul Brothers will perform in Estepona on Saturday.  SUR 

Soul Brothers invite audience to 
participate in promotional video

Colección del Museo Ruso, Malaga. 

Así Somos, Torremolinos
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The artist and graphic 
illustrator is exhibiting 
fifty works in which she 
seeks to reconcile art and 
craftsmanship 

SUR
 

MALAGA. The Centro de Arte Con-
temporáneo (CAC) Malaga hosts 
Borderline, the first exhibition 
of artist Ana S. Valderrábanos. 
Over fifty works on display seek 
to reconcile art and craftsman-
ship with the mind playing the 
main role at the exhibition which 
runs until 20 June. The works 
are displayed in the Sala Cora-
cha of the Museo del Patrimonio 
Municipal in Paseo Reding and 
demonstrate a personal influ-
ence over the art and a more in-
tellectual influence on the craft-
manship. These are supported 
by the artist’s thoughts and feel-
ings expressed in calligraphy.  

Inspired by paintings or pho-
tography, Valderrábanos uses 
thread as a tool to draw with. In 
this way she not only captures 
quotes and her thoughts but also 
alludes to phrases that create com-

plicity between people. Her works 
are influenced by artists such as 
Klimt and Schiele, as well as the 
American figurative painter Mi-
chael Carson and Milt Kobayashi. 

Valderrábanos (born in Cor-
doba in 1969) uses the figure of 
a  woman as a tool to represent 
the states of the soul, calm or 

pleasure. Her female figures are 
anonymous with various poses 
that represent more intimate or 
psychological thoughts. There are 
also works that allude to the Co-
vid pandemic.  

The artist uses various tech-
niques with oils on a base of wood 
that allow free backwards and for-

wards movement, scratching and 
smudging the vibrant colours of 
the scenes depicting women re-
flecting the state of the soul such 
as in her series Área de Descanso. 
The exhibition includes large for-
mat works combined with em-
broidery and untreated canvases.  

While the smaller works are 

expressed with thread, fabrics 
such as antique sheets, special 
garments such as a girl’s night-
gown which she uses to pay trib-
ute to Louise Bourgeois and a 
autobiographical shirt with 
phrases from her loved ones and 
her inspirations are also used.  

Reflections and irony 
Arte y humor highlights the quote   
by Maurizio Cattelan: “I think hu-
mour and irony include tragedy 
in itself, as if they were two sides 
of the same coin. In both cases, 
laughter is a Trojan horse to en-
ter into direct contact with the 
unconscious.” In Jung she reflects 
on self-knowledge, the collective 
unconscious and the importance 
of introspection based on the 
thoughts of Carl Gustav Jung with 
quotes such as “Who looks out-
side dreams; who looks inside 
awakes.” In Art Blessed she ad-
dresses the benefits of having art 
around: “The appreciation of art 
helps us to understand life, our-
selves and our environment”. 

Ana S. Valderrábanos is an art-
ist  and graphic illustrator. She 
graduated in Fine Arts specialis-
ing in painting from the Santa 
Isabel de Hungría Faculty in 
Seville in 2002. Her career in-
cludes solo exhibitions such as 
Hilo, Sala La Revuelta, Seville 
(2015); Área de descanso, Mur-
nau Art Gallery, Seville (2009) 
and ROJO 1925, Abades 47, 
Seville (2018).

Ana S. Valderrábanos debuts at the CAC 
Málaga with the exhibition Borderline

The exhibition by Ana S. Valderrábanos in the CAC Málaga - La Coracha.  SALVADOR SALAS
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THEATRE AND DANCE 

Todo Danza 

MARBELLA. Until 15 May. Teatro Ciu-

dad de Marbella.  

One of the most prestigious dance 

festivals in Spain, Marbella Todo 

Danza offers a wide variety of dance 

performances including classical, 

contemporary, flamenco and shows 

especially for children. All the per-

formances take place at 8pm except 

for those for children which will start 

at 12pm. More information: 

www.marbella.es 

CHARITY 

ARCH charity quiz 

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE. 1 May, 

2pm. 2.50€ per person.  

The venue for the charity quiz is the 

terrace of El Bichito between Coín 

and Alhaurín el Grande. Food is avail-

able from 1pm. Tables are limited to 

six people. For more information and 

to reserve a table call: Manuela on 

616835000 (or WhatsApp). 

www.horserescuespain.org 

Collective Calling Spring Fair 
ESTEPONA. 1 May, 12-5pm. Tikitano 

Besaya restaurant, Urb.   

Guadalmansa. 

Music, food games and stalls. Two-

course lunch 35€ adults, 18€ chil-

dren. The event is hosted by the Col-

lective Calling charity who support 

families struggling here on the coast 

and also they have a project to help 

treat children in Tanzania. The event 

is sponsored by Mariposa Energia, 

Spence Clarke Accountants, Helicop-

terosSanitarios, Ibex Insurance and 

the Rotary Club Marbella with Aloha 

Interact from Aloha College. Tickets: 

671316551 or email: eventos@gru-

pobesaya.com  

Fashion show for ACE charity 

LA CALA DE MIJAS. 12 May, 7pm. 

The Times Sports Bar & Grill, C/Cár-

tama. 10€. 

The event features live entertain-

ment by Paul Anthony, former lead 

singer with the acclaimed Jersey 

Boys. The ticket price includes a 

selection of meals including vegetar-

ian options. Tickets must be pre-paid 

in accordance with Covid regulations. 

They are available from The Times 

Bar or call: 647647671. www.ace-

charity/org/en 

MORE IDEAS 

Diver Arte for children   

TORREMOLINOS. Until 8 May, 12-

1.30pm. Centro Cultural Pablo Ruiz 

Picasso.  

Art workshops dedicated to the His-

tory of Art for children. Painting and 

creativity workshops and exhibitions 

of works. Registration at the centre 

or call: 952053835. 

Pop Art workshops 
TORREMOLINOS.  Centro Cultural 

Pablo Ruiz Picasso. Free. 

Free workshops to learn pop art for 

children aged between 12 and 16 

years. Reservations: 952385182 or 

email: bibliotecapicasso@torremoli-

nos.es 

14 May, 6.30 - 8pm. Workshop for 

Keith Haring drawing. 

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR.  Lux Mundi Ecu-

menical Centre, Avda Moscatel.  

Taizé Prayer. 30 April, 8.45pm. San 

Andrés church. Taizé prayer is a 

monthly invitation to join in prayer. 

Send an email to be included in them: 

luxmundi@lux-mundi.org. 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. Lunchtime and late 

night screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es.  

Chaos Walking: 17.00, 19.15 (every 

day) 

Mortal Kombat: 13.20 (Sun) 

The Fellowship of the Ring: 13.00 

(Sun); 17.30 (every day) 

Promising Young Woman: 19.35 

(Tues) 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

Promising Young Woman: 19.30 

(Tues) 

The Fellowship of the Ring: 18.00 

(Tues) 

Nomadland: 19.20 (Tues) 

Chaos Walking: 20.20 (Tues) 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

Promising Young Woman: 19.45 

(Tues) 

Chaos Walking: 20.20 (Tues) 

Nomadland: 19.20 (Tues) 

The Father: 17.30 (Tues) 

Minamata: 19.55 (Tues) 

The Fellowship of the Ring: 19.10 

(Tues) 

Nobody: 18.05 (Tues) 

Original Version films 
MARBELLA. IES Río Verde, Marbella. 

Centro Municipal de Música, San Pedro. 

The Peanut Butter Falcon: 6 May 

(Marbella), 7 May (San Pedro). 

Cinesur Miramar 
FUENGIROLA. Avda de la 

Encarnación. Tel: 952198600.  

Chaos Walking: 20.00 (every day) 

Nobody: 18.00 (every day) 

Minamata: 17.00 (every day) 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

Nobody: 19.25 (Tues) 

Chaos Walking: 18.40 (Tues) 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com  

Nomadland: 12.15 (Sat, Sun); 17.00, 

19.45 (every day)

Pop Art workshop, Torremolinos.
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A s soon as we hear the 
words aloe vera, we start 
thinking of the magical, 

maybe even miraculous, benefits 
of this plant. It has been around 
since the times of Ancient Egypt, 
and is usually associated with skin 
care but in recent  years it has also 
appeared in soft drinks, yoghurts 
and as part of slimming diets. The 
question is: how much of this is 
supported by science?   

Beatriz Robles, a dietician-nu-
tritionist and author, refers to this 
as a ‘halo effect’: “It happens when 
certain characteristics of a prod-
uct lead us to apply its positive 
benefits to other aspects. That is 
why it is so widely believed that 
aloe vera’s properties as a cosmetic 
can be applied to food as well, but 
it isn’t actually as easy as that,” she 
says.  

She is referring to food products 
which can be three times as ex-
pensive if they contain just a small 
amount of aloe, and supplements 
in the form of juice or capsules 

which are advertised as being help-
ful for stomach problems, or eas-
ing internal inflammatory prob-
lems, or assisting with weight loss. 
“But the European Commission 
does not permit any claims to be 
made about the supposed health 
properties of aloe or any of its com-
ponents unless they have been sci-
entifically proven, and the Euro-
pean Food Safety Authority is re-
sponsible for verifying them,” she 
says.  

Beatriz explains that occasion-
ally consuming pieces of aloe in a 
yoghurt or salad does not expose 
us to large amounts of toxic com-
ponents, but doing so regularly  
brings us directly up against HADs, 
hydroxyanthracene derivatives. 
These are different components 
found in plants such as aloe which, 
although it is authorised as a medi-
cation for constipation, can cause 
problems if taken in a more con-
centrated form. “Especially if the 
products claim, illegally, that they 
have a laxative effect, because that 

is due to the presence of HADs,” 
she says. ( 

Beatriz says this HADs content 
is the reason the EFSA includes 
aloe among the botanical sub-
stances with components which 
can cause adverse effects if used 
in food or supplements. “And the 
International Agency for Research 
on Cancer says aloe extract ob-
tained from the whole leaf is pos-
sibly carcinogenic for humans,” 
she adds.  

She points out that it is wrong 
to suppose that aloe vera can be 
used in food just because it is 
authorised as a short-term medi-
cation for occasional constipation.  

“As a medication it is subject to 
safety controls, and that is not the 
case with foods or supplements,” 
she stresses.  

The European Commission is 
investigating whether the pres-
ence of HADs in foods and sup-
plements should be restricted, 
prohibited or subject to control, 
and this is something which could 
affect the possibility of using aloe 
vera as an ingredient. Beatriz says 
that as there is no evidence that 
it has health benefits beyond its 
effect on constipation, and bear-

I. I. 

Cleopatra is said to have bathed 
in asses’ milk to care for her 
skin, but the most famous queen 
of Egypt also added another in-
gredient to her bath: aloe vera, 
which kept her skin looking 
young and made her a true leg-
end in feminine beauty.   

Alexander the Great used to 
advise his soldiers to put aloe 
juice on their war wounds, and 

those in the Roman Empire used 
the gel from this plant to heal 
their wounds after battles. It 
seems the Mayans also used it, 
even for headaches, and it was 
a favourite among Samurai war-
riors, too. The plant is even said 
to have aphrodisiac properties, 
because it is mentioned in the 
Kama Sutra.  

The International Aloe Sci-
ence Council website says that 
in 1862 George Ebers discov-

ered how ancient this plant was 
from an Egyptian papyrus from 
the year 3,500 BC.  

There are more than 200 dif-
ferent types of aloe vera in na-
ture, and the plant is also called 
lily of the desert, where it grows 
totally spontaneously.  

The association says the aloe 
gel extracted from this plant 
contains more than 75 nutrients 
and 200 active components 
which include 20 minerals, 18 
aminoacids and 12 vitamins.  

“The leaf of an aloe vera plant 
is an excellent first aid kit to dis-
infect minor wounds such as 
cuts and to treat insect bites and 
skins,” it says. 

ing in mind the possible risks, it 
is better only to use it for cosmetic 
purposes.    

Applications in cosmetics 
Javier del Boz, a dermatologist at 
the Regional Universitario hospi-
tal in Malaga and vice-president 
of the Andalusian branch of the 
Spanish Academy of Dermatology, 
says aloe vera does have benefits 
for the skin.  

“It has been sold for years as a 
type of panacea, the product that 
can heal everything. It has tradi-
tionally been used to treat cutane-
ous lesions such as cuts, insect 
bites and eczema. It does seem to 
have proven anti-inflammatory, 
antimicrobial and healing prop-
erties, and the latter seem to be 
due to substances it contains such 

Cleopatra used aloe for her skin and 
soldiers healed their wounds with it

“The belief has spread 
that if something is good 
for the skin, it must also 
be good as a food, but that 
is not the case”

 Cosmetics.  It has 
scientifically proven 
benefits for the skin, but 
there is no evidence that it is 
healthy to eat

Why is aloe 
vera so 
beneficial?

ISABEL IBÁÑEZ
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The association has 
resumed its dementia 
and diabetes support 
groups to offer suffers 
and carers medical 
advice and assistance 

T. BRYANT
 

MIJAS. La Cala de Mijas Lions 
Club’s diabetic and dementia 
support groups will resume 
their fortnightly meetings next 
week at Bar Tuta, Jardín 
Botánico, in La Cala de Mijas. 

Run by Anne Bowles, the Dia-
betic Support Group, which is 
supported by the welfare de-
partment of Age Care, meets on 
the first and third Monday of 
each month at 11am. Meetings 
offer help and education con-
cerning everything from diet, 
exercise and general informa-
tion about the different types of 
diabetes. The group also has 
regular guest speakers and a 
nurse who offers blood pres-
sure and glucose tests. 

The Dementia Support Group 
holds a two-hour meeting from 
10.30am on the second and 

fourth Monday of each month. 
The meetings are attended by 
trained staff and a qualified 
nurse, who offer assistance with 
medical queries and respite 
care. The group provides sup-
port and friendship to the car-
ers in order to allow them to 
cope better by sharing their feel-
ings and experiences, while 
their loved ones are kept stimu-
lated with special activities.

Lions back on track 
with support projects

Diabetes leader Anne Bowles.  SUR

FIRMA
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as aloesin, aloin and emodin. It has 
even been used to heal the scars 
from caesareans and other surgi-
cal wounds,” he says.   

Dr del Boz also says that due 
to its restorative effect, it could 
be useful in preventing and 
treating dermatitis resulting 
from exposure to ultraviolet rays 
or radiotherapy, although he 
warns that reviews so far have 
not been conclusive.   

He also points out that other re-
search defends its use to prevent 
or treat skin ulcers resulting from 
applied pressure or diabetes, and 
it may even help to improve pso-
riasis. “Aloe vera derivatives can 
be used to treat superficial wounds 
or burns as long as there are no 
signs of infection,” he says.  

So have its beneficial effects 
been exaggerated? “It can be very 
useful, but it can’t be used to treat 
any skin problem nor is it suitable 
for all types of skin. If something 
is natural, it doesn’t always mean 
it is the best, and these ‘natural 
products’ are not completely in-
nocuous. There have been cases 
of eczemas and rashes among peo-
ple who have applied aloe deriva-
tives. The cosmetics that contain 
aloe vera must have a limited con-
centration of its derivatives and   

the amount of pesticide used on 
plants for these purposes is also 
limited, something which people 
should bear in mind when home-
made aloe vera is used. Some of 
the adverse reactions can be re-
lated to other excipients in the con-
tent or may depend on the concen-
tration of the products. Some stud-
ies have shown anti-carcinogenic 
properties, but it would not be cor-
rect to base the treatment of any 
type of cancer, skin cancer or oth-
erwise, on its use. It is important 
to be cautious and consult a doc-
tor first,” he says. 

So if we decide to use aloe vera 
for our skin, should we apply it 
as a cream or can we ingest it? Dr 
de Boz says the majority of stud-
ies in relation to the skin refer to 
it as a topical product, generally 
in the form of a gel, but there are 
some based on the ingestion of 
aloe derivatives. The results of 
some of these seemed to show an 
improvement in skin elasticity, 
and even improvements to facial 
wrinkles. Equally, in a study us-
ing mice with atopical dermati-
tis, they were seen to improve. 
These are still preliminary stud-
ies, but the oral use of aloe vera 
is beginning to look promising in 
this respect. 
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D
ifferent nations have 
their own ideas of what 
constitutes fair play. 

While the Spanish trek over 
the hills when the hunting sea-
son begins, the English prefer 
the prey to be driven to them. 
Much the same procedure is 
employed to catch tuna.  

What is known as the al-
madraba, allegedly 2,000 

years old, relies on a myriad of 
underwater nets to trap the 
fish as they make their way 
through the Gibraltar Straits. 
The San Pedro Alcántara grid 
once employed 500 men. It 
was financed by two well-
known Marbella families, Lima 
and MacKintosh, but was 
destroyed in the Great Storm 
of 1958 and never 

reconstructed.  
Almadrabas are still used in 

Zahara, Conil, La Línea, Tarifa, 
and Sancti Petri, but, in the 
same way that there is perpet-
ual conflict between the boats 
that net salmon in the estuar-
ies and the rod fishermen 
working from the riverbanks, 
netting tuna does not give the 
fish a chance.  

Once sufficient tuna have 

massed in the killing zone, the 
net is raised upwards and the 
bloodbath commences.  

Whereas previously it was a 
question of gaffing the fish in 
the eyes so as not to damage 
the carcass, now shooters with 
special rifles drop into the net 
among the fish and skillfully 
carry out their unpleasant 
work.  

Many of the tuna are in 
perfect condition during the 
almadraba season, weighing 
up to 300 kilos, and after a ban 
on fishing in 2006 that allowed 
them to repopulate, they are 
now back to good levels. 
Ninety per cent used to go to 
Japan; that figure is now down 
to fifty per cent.

Habla de la Tierra 

Not many wines are made in 
Extremadura, and people 
said the founders of the Habla 
bodega were mad. Maybe 
they were right as global 
warming is a feature of this 
already hot region. Not for the 
faint-hearted 
at 13.5% alco-
hol, but a 
great accom-
paniment to 
hearty food. 
Cabernet, 
Tempranillo 
and Syrah. 
Around seven 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEKFirst catch     
your tuna
ANDREW J. LINN

The juicy fruit is called 
‘ananas’ in almost every 
European language 
except English and 
Spanish. But why? 

LAURENCE CRUMBIE 

MALAGA. There are some words 
which are nearly identical across 
multiple languages. Perhaps the 
best known is ‘wine’, which is cog-
nate with ‘vino’ (Spanish, Italian), 
‘wino’ (Polish), ‘vinho’ (Portuguese), 
‘vin’ (Norwegian, Danish, Swed-
ish, Romanian, French) and many 
others. But even more intriguing 
is the word for ‘pineapple’, which 
goes by ‘ananas’ (or something 
similar) in almost every European 
language except English and Span-
ish. Even in Myanmar, far away 
from its native South America, this 
prickly, sweet fruit is called ananas. 

The pineapple was ‘discovered’ 
by none other than Christopher 
Columbus on the island of Guade-
loupe in 1493, who named it ‘piña 
de Indes’ (pine of the Indies) due 

to its resemblance to a pinecone. 
While the term piña stuck in Span-
ish, the Portuguese gathered pine-
apples from Brazil and named 
them ananás after the Tupi nanas, 
meaning “excellent fruit”. 

Thence the fruit 
spread across 
the globe 
t h r o u g h -
out the 
16th cen-
tury. The 
Spanish 
took it to 
A f r i c a  
and com-
m e n c e d  
cultivation in 
various Pacific 
regions including 
Hawaii, where it is called 
paina, while the Portuguese trans-
ported it to parts of Asia as well as 
mainland Europe, explaining the 
prevalence of the term ananas in 
those areas. 

Presumably, said Dr Lauren 
O’Hagan, a Visiting Scholar in the 
Centre for Language and Commu-

nication Research at 
Cardiff University, the 
fruit from the New 

World reached Britain 
via Spain and gained its 

name through an amal-
gamation of piña and ‘apple’. 

“Apple was used at the time 
in English to refer to any type of 
foreign fruit or vegetable, so peach 
was ‘Persian apple’, potato was 
‘earth apple’, tomato ‘love apple’, 
et cetera,” explained O’Hagan. 

The pineapple seized the imagi-
nation of the British public. Be-
lieved by some to have been the 
sensuous fruit that tempted Eve, 

it was grown locally in specially 
designed ‘pineries’ that incurred 
high costs due to the amount of 
heat and lighting required. Con-
sequently, a single specimen could 
fetch prices equivalent to £6,500, 
turning the pineapple into ‘the 
status symbol of Georgian Britain’.  

“Anybody looking to showcase 
their wealth and class had one,” 
O’Hagan told SUR in English. “They 
weren’t to eat but rather to display 
as dinnertime ornaments, passed 
from party to party until they rot-
ted or carried under a person’s arm 
as they walked in the streets. 

“Such was their popularity that 

pineapple theft was rife and a crime 
that resulted in seven years’ trans-
portation to Australia, while pine-
apple rental shops sprung up 
around the country and pineap-
ple designs became used in eve-
rything from carriages, plinths, 
gates and garden temples to jelly 
moulds, teapots, clock cases and 
bookends.” 

The fruit’s crown was even con-
sidered a symbol of the divine right 
of the monarch, leading Charles II 
to commission a painting of him-
self with a ‘King Pine’, as it was 
fondly known. 

However, this curious craze 
came to an end in the 19th cen-
tury when European powers be-
gan importing fruits from the colo-
nies by steamship. Suddenly, the 
sensuous delicacy was cheaper 
than potatoes and could be pur-
chased by even the lowliest circles 
of society, peeling away the regal 
status it had enjoyed for more than 
200 years.

The pineapple, the 
status symbol of 
Georgian Britain

The fruit and in Georgian architecture (left).  WIKIMEDIA/FOTOLIA

The almadraba, 
allegedly 2,000 years 

old, relies on a myriad 
of underwater nets to 

trap the fish

Christopher Columbus  
called it ‘piña de Indes’ 
(pine of the Indies) as it 
resembled a pine cone

A single specimen could 
fetch the equivalent of 
£6,500 in Georgian Britain 
and pineapple theft was rife
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Now in 48th place in the 
rankings, he can skip the 
qualifiers for any ATP 
Tour event and is just 
110 points off being the 
fourth-highest Spaniard 
and earning a place at 
the Olympics  

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO 

MALAGA. On 21 October 2019, Ale-
jandro Davidovich broke into the 
top 100 of the ATP rankings for 
the first time. Now, after a great 
week in Monte Carlo a fortnight 
ago, where he was the youngest 
Spanish quarter-finalist at a Mas-
ters 1000 since Rafa Nadal in 
2008 (Miami), he added 160 
points and climbed ten places, 
from 58th to 48th on 19 April. 

In his best competition to date, 
the 21-year-old based in Fuengi-
rola eliminated De Miñaur (25th), 
Berrettini (10th, in his first win 
against a top ten player) and 
Pouille (86th) before he retired 
due to injury against Tsitsipas 
(5th) in the quarters. 

Access to any draw 
With his current ranking (un-
changed this week despite being 
eliminated from the round of 16 
in the ATP 500 in Barcelona by 
Kazakhstan’s Alexander Bublik 
(42nd)), Davidovich now has ac-
cess to all competitions on the 
ATP Tour without the need to play 
in the qualifying rounds. 

As Davidovich is known to be 
more comfortable on clay courts 
(despite his high performance 
levels at the end of 2020 in fast 
indoor tournaments), he has high 
hopes for his return to Estoril (he 
was a semi-finalist there in 2019) 
and in Rome, Madrid and at 

Roland Garros. 

Attractive playing style 
Davidovich is known for his adapt-
able and attractive playing style 
and often uses drop shots and lobs 
to great effect. This is particularly 

seen in his ability to win long ral-
lies from the back of the court. 
However, one aspect of his game 
that is often overlooked is his ca-
pacity to win return points from 
the first serve. Indeed, his conver-
sion record of 33.4 per cent is the 

14th-best on the ATP Tour,  
Although his record of winning 

return points against the second 
serve is higher at 52.27%, this is 
only the 18th-best. 

The Olympic Games 
Davidovich’s current ranking 
means he remains the fifth-high-
est ranked Spanish player, though 
very close to the fourth - Albert Ra-
mos (46th). Taking this spot would 
see Davidovich qualify for the 
Olympic Games, as there is a maxi-
mum quota of four players per 
country in the singles draw, and 
assuming that Rafa Nadal, Pablo 
Carreño and Roberto Bautista don’t 
withdraw from this event, for which 
the protocols are not yet known. 

At the moment, Ramos has 110 
ATP points more than Davidovich, 
and the qualifying cut-off date is 
8 June.

Davidovich, in the world top 50
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DARYL FINCH  

MALAGA. Alejandro Davidovich 
has enjoyed a strong start this 
week to the Millenium Estoril 
Open, an ATP 250 in which he 
feels very comfortable (he 
reached the semi-finals last 
time out in 2019). 

This time, on Wednesday, 
he booked his place in the 
quarter-finals with a 6-1, 6-2 
win over Jérémy Chardy, hav-
ing already dispatched Pablo 
Andújar in the round of 32. 

Today, Friday, he takes on 
Ugo Humbert.

Quarter-final place 
sealed in favourite 
tournament

ENRIC GARDINER 

BARCELONA. Rafael Nadal se-
cured the twelfth Barcelona 
Open title of his career on Sun-
day after a gripping final against 
Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas. Na-
dal came back from a match 
point and eventually won the 
encounter 6-4, 6-7, 7-5. 

Tsitsipas started brightly 
and quickly raced into a 3-1 
lead before Nadal battled back 
to take the first set. The sec-
ond set followed a similar pat-
tern but the Greek this time 
came out on top in a tie-
breaker to take the encoun-
ter to a decisive third set. 

  In the final stages, Tsitsi-
pas led 5-4 and seemed on 
the verge of victory before Na-
dal saved a match point on 
his own serve. The Spaniard 
then took the final two games 
to wrap up an exhibition of 
over three and a half hours. 

The ‘Godó’ win takes Nadal 
up to second in the World 
Rankings, ahead of Daniil 
Medvedev.

Nadal celebrates the win.  EFE

Nadal battles back 
against Tsitsipas to 
win the twelfth 
Barcelona Open 
trophy of his career
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A controversial early 
penalty condemned the 
Blue and Whites to defeat 
against Fuenlabrada on 
Saturday afternoon 

DAVID BALMER
 

MALAGA. Malaga’s patchy form at 
La Rosaleda continued as Ser-
gio Pellicer’s side fell to a 1-0 
defeat to Fuenlabrada on Satur-
day afternoon. The only goal of 
the game came after the visitors 
were awarded a penalty follow-
ing a dubious Malaga handball. 

The game’s main flashpoint 
came after only nine minutes 
when Fuenlabrada were 
awarded a penalty after Caye 
Quintana was judged rather 
harshly to have handled the ball. 
Despite Malaga’s protests, a 
lengthy VAR review upheld the 
decision and Randy Nteka 
stepped up to give his side the 
lead. 

Things could have gotten 
worse for Malaga just five min-
utes later when their former 
academy product Álex Mula had 
two good chances in quick suc-
cession. For his first opportu-
nity, he perhaps should have 
done better but could only sweep 
his volley wide. Seconds later, he 
was played onside and came up 
one-on-one against Dani Barrio, 

who produced a very good save. 
A short while after, Barrio was 

once again justifying his intro-
duction into the team ahead of 
Juan Soriano when he made a 
top-drawer stop to keep out 
Borja Garcés. 

Although Malaga were even-
tually able to weather this storm 
defensively, they still provided 
next to nothing as an attacking 
threat and didn’t have a shot on 

target in the first half, missing 
the impetus given by Jozabed 
from midfield, absent because 
of a fractured finger. 

At half time, Jairo Samperio 
came on for Stefan Scepovic, 
with the Serbian striker not hav-
ing been able to get into the 
game. With it came a switch 
from 4-1-4-1 to 4-2-3-1 and 
Malaga’s best opportunity to 
equalise came just after the hour 

mark when Caye flashed a 
header wide. 

However, Fuenlabrada con-
tinued to cause their hosts prob-
lems and went close fifteen min-
utes from time when Mula cut 
inside, but his effort did not find 
the target. Malaga’s final oppor-
tunity came in the 90th minute 
when Cristian saw his potshot 
deflected behind for a corner. 
Pellicer led the protests for a 

penalty, claiming the ball had 
struck a Fuenlabrada player on 
the arm, but this only seemed 
to demonstrate his frustration 
at his team’s inability to score. 

Following the game, the boss 
said: “I’m not going to look for ex-
cuses, as our opponents deserved 
the win. Dani Barrio kept us in 
the game with his saves.” He 
added: “We have to pick ourselves 
up for the upcoming games.” 

Malaga fall one place to tenth 
following the defeat with an 11-
point cushion above the relega-
tion places with 18 still to play 
for. At the end of play, the dis-
tance to the play-off places was 
seven. 

Next up is a trip to table-top-
ping Espanyol next Sunday af-
ternoon (kick-off 4pm).

Narrow defeat sees Malaga’s 
lacklustre home form continue

Randy Nteka’s well-taken penalty gave the visitors an early lead.  ÑITO SALAS

0-1 
MALAGA-FUENLABRADA 

 Malaga:  Dani Barrio; Benítez, Juande, 
Lombán, Matos (Cristo, 46’); Escassi; 
Joaquín (Larrubia, 76’), Ramón (Cristian, 
62’), Caye Quintana, Rahmani (Larrubia, 
85’), Scepovic (Jairo, 46’). Unused sub-
stitutes: Soriano, Dani Strindholm, Alex-
ander González, Ismael, Quintana, Julio, 
Guerrero. 

 Fuenlabrada:  Belman; Sotillos, Pulido, 
Diéguez, Glauder; Pathé Ciss, Cristóbal 
(Fuentes, 87’), Mula (Iribas, 84’), Iban 
Salvador (Espinosa, 67’); Nteka, Borja 
Garcés (Kante, 67’). Unused substitutes: 
Pol, Rosic, Pol Valentín, Jano, Damián. 

 Goals:  0-1 Neteka (11’, pen). 

 Referee:  Iglesias Villanueva. Yellow 
cards for Rahmani, Cristian, Mula and 
Diéguez. 

 Venue:  La Rosaleda.

With his side sitting 
fourth-bottom in the 
relegation play-off group, 
Javi Ramos is still waiting 
for his first win as boss 

LUIS CARBONELL. ADG
 

VALENCIA. Malaga’s women’s 
team remain without a win in 
their six games played in the 
season’s relegation phase fol-
lowing a 1-1 draw away to Va-
lencia B on Saturday afternoon. 
The result means new manager 
Javi Ramos has not won either 
of his games in charge, despite 
his side dominating much of the 
encounter. 

After sixteen minutes, the hosts 
had a penalty after Candela 
clipped an opponent’s leg. María 

Ortiz duly converted, provoking 
a good reaction from Malaga. 

Indeed, six minutes later, they 
were level when Edna’s shot went 
off the post and into the net. 

As the half wore on, Malaga 
seemed the more likely to score 
again, most notably when María 
Ruíz’s shot cannoned off the 
crossbar. 

Although the Valencia-based 
team improved after the inter-
val, Malaga had the best oppor-
tunities to find the winner. Clau-
dia Jiménez had a couple of de-
cent chances while María Ruiz 
again found herself denied by the 
woodwork. Ultimately, however, 
the goal was not forthcoming. 

With four games to go in 
Group South D, Malaga are three 
points off safety and lie seventh 
out of ten teams. A home tie 
against Joventut Almassora on 
Sunday is next up for Malaga in 
their battle to avoid dropping to 
the third division.

A Malaga player challenges for the 

ball in the air.  J. CATALÁN / ADG MEDIA

Draw not enough to lift Malaga 
Femenino from the relegation mire

VALENCIA B   1 
MALAGA  1
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T
here are many argu-
ments at the bar con-
tending “the best league 

in the world”; but nobody can 
argue against La Liga winning 
the vote for the most enter-
tainingly chaotic and fiercely 
contested. 

It’s now a four-club chase to 
the championship as Sevilla 
have gathered momentum and 
elbowed their way into the pic-
ture. Six wins in a run of seven 
unbeaten games means they 
are hoping to become the 
Leicester City of Spain and dis-
rupt the traditionally closed 
market. 

The story comes with comedy 
value as well as the Andalusian 
derby with Granada finished 
then started again then finally 
finished in slapstick fashion. 

As Granada edged the game 
back to 2-1, the fourth official 
signalled a minimum of four 

added minutes. The referee 
blew his whistle at three min-
utes. Club officials pointed out 
the mistake as players ex-
changed shirts, some raced to 
be first in the shower and oth-
ers just collapsed with fatigue. 

When Señor Bengotxea ac-

knowledged his mistake, the be-
mused players had to regroup, 
fix shinguards and reclaim the 
swapped shirts. A minute later, 
the result was official: Sevilla 
were officially just three points 
from Liga leaders Atlético hav-
ing assured their first priority - 

qualification for the next Cham-
pions League campaign. 

Coach Julen Lopetegui and 
his players are proving to be the 
uninvited guests to an exclusive 
party.  The other three are all 
part of the European Super 
League shenanigans. 

Sevilla can play for fun and 
create unrest, while Atlético, 
Real Madrid, and Barcelona 
stress the season out. 

In this uniquely condensed 
season, the champions of most 
top leagues will be the clubs with 
endurance rather than individ-
ual excellence. Sevilla have no 
stars. It is a collective of driven 
and well-coached professionals. 

This was always the boast of 
Atlético who have led the race 
for most of the rounds but look 
a little heavy-legged. Defeat to 
Athletic Bilbao leaves them just 
two points ahead of Real Madrid 
and Barcelona.  

Since losing El Clásico and 
exiting the Champions League, 
Barça have won three succes-
sive games.  Antoine Griez-
mann is leading the charge with 
five goals in six games. The 
Catalans also have the advan-
tage of an extra game to play. 

Real Madrid have engaged 
cruise control. They are like a 
vehicle doing 65 miles per hour 
in a 70 zone. The club known 
for glamour and razzmatazz 
have posted scoreless draws 
against Real Betis, Getafe and 
Liverpool.  They held Chelsea to 
a one-one cliff-hanger. 

Zidane won’t allow his play-
ers to step on the gas until he 
knows which way the road 
heads after the second leg in 
London. He’s charted this jour-
ney many times and generally 
reaches the destination bang on 
time.   

It promises to be the tightest 
finish since 2006-07, when Real 
Madrid edged it on the head-to-
head results with Barça. That 
edition was a marathon ten-
month season which started in 
August and ended late in June. 
This is the opposite. It was a late 
September start and will be a 
mid-May finale. 

What happens next? Nobody 
knows! It could well go down to 
the final whistle, or even the 
whistle after that.

Sevilla have crept into the running to make it a four-way contest.  EFE

The final countdown 
The race for the title in Spain this season is certainly the most exciting in Europe

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

After three wins on the 
bounce, Abraham 
García’s side were 
comprehensively 
beaten on the road 

ADG
 

MURCIA. Marbella saw  their 
three-game winning run ended 
as they were comprehensively 

beaten 3-1 away to Yeclano on 
Sunday afternoon. 

After a balanced opening half 
hour, Yeclano took the lead when 
Fenoll picked up on a defensive 
error and played in Luis Casti-
llo. Marbella did not respond 
well to going behind and found 
themselves overrun in midfield 
by the side from Murcia. 

Seconds after the restart, Ye-
clano doubled their advantage 
when Vaquero lost his man and 
slotted past Alfonso Herrero. 

Any hopes of a Marbella 
comeback were ended when Edu 
Ramos brought down Karim in 

the box in the 82nd minute. The 
same attacker converted the 
spotkick to secure the win. 

A header from Tresaco two 
minutes from time provided 
some consolation for Marbella. 

The result ends both Mar-
bella’s 100 per cent record in 
their relegation play-off group 
and the perfect start made by 
new boss Abraham García. 

With four games remaining, 
Marbella slip one place to third 
in their eight-team group. The 
worst third-placed team across 
the five groups will be double-
relegated to the new Tercera 
RFEF (fifth tier) instead of only 
to the Segunda RFEF (fourth 
tier). 

Marbella must now travel to 
second-placed El Ejido on Sun-
day afternoon for what could be 
a decisive fixture.

Winning run comes to  
a disappointing end

YECLANO   3 
MARBELLA  1

With two games left to spare, Vélez CF 
have gained promotion to the Segunda 
RFEF, the new Spanish fourth tier, after 15 
consecutive years in Tercera. The Axarquía 
club hope to go up as league champions.

Vélez 
celebrate 
promotion

 J. R. PADILLA
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HANDBALL 

Tickets for historic 
European final sold out 

M. RIVAS.  Malaga handball team 
Rincón Fertilidad announced 
earlier this week that all tickets 
for the first leg of the EHF Cup 
final, this Saturday at 7pm in 
Ciudad Jardín, had sold out. 

Despite speculation that the 
historic tie might be played in 
the much bigger Palacio de los 
Deportes, the first game of the 

showpiece against Lokomotiv 
Zagreb will take place in the 
team’s normal venue in Ciudad 
Jardín, ahead of the return leg 
in Croatia on Saturday 8 May 
(6pm). 

In compliance with coronavi-
rus regulations, just under 400 
spectators (between season 
ticket holders and general pub-
lic) will be able to attend, while 
those not fortunate enough to 
get tickets will be able to watch 
both games live on Andalucía 
Televisión.

GOLF 

Azahara Muñoz fails to 
make an impact in LA 

SUR.  San Pedro-born golfer Aza-
hara Muñoz had a disappointing 
weekend at the Hugel Air Premia 
LA Open in Los Angeles. 

The golfer started off strongly 
with a card of 68 on the first day. 
However, that increased to 71 and 
72 on the second and third days, 
respectively, leaving her outside 
the top 20. 

Eventually, Muñoz finished in 
joint 39th place with a +2 on the 
final day (-1 overall).

SAILING 

Moncada misses out on 
spot in the Olympics 

M. R.  Twenty-year-old Estepona 
sailor Ana Moncada saw her 
chances of going to the Olympic 
Games come to an end at the 
weekend. The young sailor had 
to finish as the top Spaniard in 
the international regatta in Vi-
lamoura (Portugal), which took 
place between Saturday and Sat-
urday. However, the best posi-
tioned was the reigning Spanish 
champion in the ILCA 6 (Laser 
Radial), Cristina Pujol.The Rincón Fertilidad players.  SUR

IN BRIEF

DAVID BALMER 

MALAGA. The official route for 
the 2021 Vuelta a Andalucía 
(Tour of Andalucía) cycling race 
taking place from 18 to 22 May 
has been announced by the 
event’s organiser, Deporinter. 
The tour, part of the UCI ProS-
eries, will cover 807.6 kilome-
tres in five days. It was initially 
due to take place in February 
but was postponed because of 
coronavirus restrictions. 

 The tour will begin on Tues-
day 18 May in La Cala de Mijas 
(Malaga) and the first day will 
entail a 152.1km journey to Za-
hara de la Sierra (Cadiz). This 
stage will feature two mountain 
climbs- one category three and 
one category two- while there 
will also be an intermediate 
sprint in Coín. 

The following day, riders will 
make the 183km journey be-
tween Iznájar (Cordoba) and Al-
calá la Real (Jaén). Here, com-
petitors will face three category 
three and two category two 
climbs. The intermediate sprint 
on this day will take place in Lu-
cena (Cordoba). 

The third stage takes place 
exclusively in Jaén province, 
travelling 175.1km between 
Beas de Segura and Villar-
rodrigo. This will be the most 
demanding day of the tour in 
terms of hill climbs. Indeed, 
there will be a total of six climbs- 
two apiece in categories one, 
two and three. On top of this, 
there will be an intermediate 
sprint in Hornos and then an-
other in Segura de la Sierra. 

The penultimate stage will 
cross 182.9km between Baza 
and Cúllar Vega, both in Gra-
nada, with one category two 
mountain climb. 

On the final day, Saturday 22 
May, riders will travel 114.5km 
between Vera and Pulpí in 
Almeria province. This will in-
clude two category three climbs 
and two intermediate sprints.

La Cala de Mijas 
confirmed as start 
point for 2021 
Vuelta a Andalucía 

The oldest amateur 
tournament in Spain 
took place last weekend 
with 37 teams, each 
made up of four players, 
participating 

PEDRO LUIS ALONSO
 

MALAGA. The team from Lauro 
Golf claimed victory at the 81st 
edition of the Iberian Cup played 
last weekend at the Real Club de 
Campo in Malaga city. In what is 
the oldest amateur competition 
in Spain - played every year with-
out interruption since 1941 - 37 
teams took part, each made up 
of four players. 

The quartet made up of Salva-
dor González, Javier Gallego, He-
lios Otero and Pablo García came 
away with the trophy having shot 

a total of 434 over their six 
rounds (two on Friday and four 
on Saturday). 

In second place, with 436 
strokes, was Real Club de Campo 
A, which is composed of the two 
pairs of brothers Javier and Ale-
jandro Carrere and Gonzalo and 
Antonio García. Real Sevilla Golf, 
made up of Francisco Bolaños, 
Álvaro García, Carlos Vázquez and 
Pedro García, took third place, with 
451. 

Javier Carrere Lobera and his 
brother Alejandro Carrere Lobera 
also took home the prize for the 
best pair on Friday, with 68 strokes 
(-4), while Javier Gallego’s superb 
64 (-8) secured him the distinc-
tion of best individual round of the 
tournament.  

Each team played a total of 36 
holes, the first 18 in foursomes 
and the second individually.  

The prizes were handed out by 
the vice-president of the Diputa-
ción provincial authority, Juan 
Carlos Maldonado, the president 
of the Andalusian Golf Federation, 
Pablo Mansilla, the director of the 
Parador de Golf de Málaga, Javier 
Manzano, and the tournament’s 
director of scoring, Alberto Bueno.

Lauro Golf come out on top 
in the 81st Copa Iberia

The Laura Golf players lift the Copa Iberia trophy.  SUR

Local padel 
star falls at the 
final hurdle in 
Alicante Open 
 
Alhaurín de la Torre’s Álex Ruiz has 
come up short for the second com-
petition in a row. After losing the 
final of the Adelsas Madrid Open 
(the opening event of this season’s 
World Padel Tour), this time, he 
and his partner Franco Stupaczuk 
were runners up in the Alicante 
Open which concluded this week-
end. The Spanish-Argentinian pair-
ing lost the final to world number 
ones Juan Lebrón and Ale Galán 
(who they beat in the semi-finals in 
Madrid). In a contest which barely 
resembled their previous encoun-
ter, they were resoundly beaten in 
two sets (6-0 and 6-4). Despite 
the result, the pair now top the 
Race, the padel rankings for 2021.  WORLD PADEL TOUR
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Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

  

General advertising enquiries:  

952 649 669  
952 649 638 
 

evera@diariosur.es 

dandrews@diariosur.es 

SUR offices: 

Mijas Costa / Fuengirola:  

C. C. Carrefour. Avda. Los Lirios s/n   

Monday to Thursday 9.30 am  

to 2.00 pm; Friday 9.30 am to 

1.30 pm. Telephones   

952 580 726 / 952 58 38 50 

670 643 488 / 605 022 121 

www.surinenglishads.com 

ads@surinenglishads.com 

Estepona:   

Puerto Deportivo de Estepona. 

Edificio Torre de Control, local 44. 

Monday to Friday  9 am to 3 pm. 

952 806 408 / 659 344 816 

estepona@publicidadsur.com 

U.K. representative:  

Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

How much does a CLASSIFIED 

advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadline TUESDAY 12 noon 

Notice  
to readers: 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

Notice to  
advertisers  : 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spell-

ing corrections to advertise-

ments as and when deemed nec-

essary, and to classify correctly 

any advertisement. Although 

every care is taken to ensure the 

correct publication of advertise-

ments, regrettably mistakes do 

sometimes occur. If there is an 

error in your advertisement, 

notify your agency or agent at 

once as SUR in English can only 

accept responsibility for ONE 

insertion published incorrectly. 

We would like to advise advertis-

ers that no free insertions will be 

given when the advertise-

ment/material received is not 

suitable for print media. 

Website / Email address: 
Please be advised that it may not 

be possible for your website or 

email address to be printed on 

one line. If it will not fit,  

advertisers and readers alike 

should bear in mind that a 

hyphen will be inserted at the end 

of the first line to indicate that 

the email address continues on 

the line below.
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA: 3 bed, 2 bath apart-
ment. 112mts. 150,000 Euros. 
626864683 

FUENGIROLA: 3 bedroom, 1 bath-
room apartment, terrace, sunny. 
Owner. 170,000 Euros. 643986691 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are 
always looking for inland and Mijas 
properties to sell to our interested 
buyers. Tel 952491609/667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building plots. 
Tel 952491609/667067269 

Marbella 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311 

MARBELLA: Private villa 320m2: 
4 beds, pool, garden 815m2, views. 
Alarm. 1km center. No agencies. 
700,000€ Owner 605064874 

Mijas 

MIJAS Costa: 1 bed penthouse apart-
ment. Panoramic sea views. Pool. 
125,000 Euros. 626864683 

Commercial 
Properties 

INVESTMENT opportunity - night 
club/discoteque. Well situated lo-
cal of 150m2. Center of Fuengirola. 
Big price reduction (now) 140000€ 
Contact Chris 600306676 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Ca-
lahonda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA, MIJAS, BENAL-
MADENA LONG TERM RENTALS. 
PHONE/ WHATSAPP 608450001 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN: Country house, 2 bedrooms, 
garden pool. 480€/month. 
679111522 

COIN: Modern 3 bedrooms, sunny 
terrace. 490€/month. 679111522 

Marbella 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952822311 

Mijas 

MIJAS Costa Urb. Doña Lola: Local 
60m2 with 2 terraces. 900 Euros 
month. 626248132 

MIJAS Costa: Large 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, terraces, garage, pool. 
850€/month. 679111522 

CALANOVA Golf: Beautiful 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, sea views, ga-
rage, pool. 550€/month. 
679111522 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella.  678791495/ 
952756168 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

DREAM Swimming Pool. We cre-
ate authentic designs according 
your needs. Also, we can turn your 
antic pool into a new pool design. 
www.dreamgarden.es 
+34610502623 

PROTEC Group: We create and de-
sign different kinds of swimming 
pools. Ask us for our portfolio or 
visit us at www.grupo-protec.com. 
Phone 952 587 573 

Garden 

DREAM Gardens: Landscaping ar-
chitecture. Free designs (com-
puter previsualization). Special-
ising in beautiful gardens. Also 
planning/maintenance. Commu-
nities special offers! 610502623 
www.dreamgarden.es 

SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree sur-
gery. Nº1 for Trees/Palms/ Garden 
& Pool Maintenance. Since 1998. 
+34711010971  www.spain-
tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com 

THE GARDENER: Specialist tall tree 
jobs and palms. Tree prunning. 
Whatsapp 637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTIONin general, all types 
of reforms. Quality building at the 
right price. Stuart 648153718 

PROTEC Group: Construction com-
pany dedicated to the construction 
and comprehensive refurbishment 
of villas and all types of houses in 
the Marbella area and the entire 
Costa del Sol. www.grupo-pro-
tec.com or 952 587 573 

COSTADIGGERS & CONSTRUC-
TION: Building Projects, Home & 
Garden. Tel/Whatsapp 678450051 
costadiggers@hotmail.com/ 
www.costadiggers.com 

DAMP, mould & humidity problems 
solved. Property sterilizing. Dehu-
midifier units hired.  
www.123bmt.net  Tel: 654384171 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

Plumbers 

CITY & Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

EUROPEAN plumbing services 24 
hour emergency call out. Fully quali-
fied. All aspects of plumbing. Cov-
ering the coast 34672531081 

Electricians 

ELECTRICIAN: All electrical work 
undertaken including home secu-
rity, CCTV and home automation. 
Call Walter 606624402 www.ida-
tacom.net 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture. 
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp: 
Daniel 628066308 www.rainbow-
pinturas.com 

PAINTER/ Decorator on Costa del 
Sol. Specializing in exterior. Call Paul 
672539601 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. Call Colin 951242873/ 
636394641 expertgates.com 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/605356469 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

PROTEC Group offers awnings and 
blinds for both interior and exterior 
use. Quality products selected to fit 
your particular needs. www.grupo-
protec.com or 952 587 573 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered Coast 
and Inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 

cleaned as well as all carpets. 

685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-

fessional carpet and upholstery 

cleaning, 27years experience, wet 

or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-

ice. 678808837/952669701 or 

email acservs@outlook.com 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 

Family run. Carpets, sofas and 

mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 

service. 7 days. All areas. 

952930861/607610578 

www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

POLISH your marble or clean ter-
race professionally for 3 €/m2. 30 
years experience guaranteed work. 
671244683 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! ge-
nevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/ 678768454 

PROTECGroup: Manufacturing, dis-
tribution and installation of UPVC 
and aluminium windows and doors 
as well as UPVC and aluminium en-
closures. Our services include the 
supply and installation of UPVC win-
dows from Salamander and Köm-
merling but also aluminium frames 
from Reynolds and Technal. 
www.grupo-protec.com or 952 587 
573 

DC VENTANAS Manufacturers & In-
stallation of VEKA UPVC Windows, 
Doors & Specialist Products. Call Tel. 
952667761 or email us at dcven-
tanas@hotmail.com 
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VENTANAS Arcoplan Nº1 in UPVC 

windows & glass curtains. Tel; 

952667559 info@arcoplan.net 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-
curity surveys. English speaking. 
636770865/952660233 www.se-
curityofspain.com 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONINGinstallation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/679284959 

AIR CONDITIONING installations, 
repairs and servicing. Airflow 
952443222 airflowspain@live.com 

FUJITSU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287 

Cleaning Services 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 

including leather cleaned on site. 

685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

General Services 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella. 952811311 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colors. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

Guttering 

GUTTERING: Half pound PVC 
White rain guttering. Envirocare 
installing for over 24yrs. 
0034952663141/ 0034670409759 
info@envirocarespain.com 
www.envirocarespain.com Qual-
ity guaranteed 

Gas & Electric Fires 

GAS & ELECTRIC fires. Wood burn-
ing stoves: Economical heating 
by Envirocare. 0034670409759/ 
0034952663141. info@enviro-
carespain.com www.enviroca-
respain.com Quality guaranteed. 
Over 24yrs heating in Spain 

Others 

SEWING Services: Curtains, Blinds, 
Upholstery, made to measure. Wide 
range fabrics/foam. 672800887   
judeinspain@hotmail.com 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Insurance 

DISCOUNTED medical insurance. 
For a no-obligation quote that fits 
your needs with no co-payments 
please call +34627767191 

Translators 

OFFICIAL translations. all languages. 
952789204. Mobile 654613094. 
Sanpedrotranslations@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147  al-
an1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Business 
Opportunities 

FUENGIROLA: C/ La Fuensanta: Lo-
cal 60m2 with smoke outlet. 500 
Euros month. 626248132 

Others 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-
teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-
age Marbella 952811311 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30Euros/hr. Always 
on time. 651081610 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-

housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 

or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-

cus Transport. 

952816582/603860702 

move@freinternational.com 

STORAGE: Lowest price guaran-

teed! Packaging materials. Self Stor-

age Marbella 952811311 

SPAIN/UK, UK/SPAIN. Part full 

loads. Pet transport. 

Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 

637980655 

MOVING locally? Call 

952426463/660563131. Fully le-

gal British Removal Company 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 

Regular transport services with 

custom clearance. Spain, UK in-

cluding Scotland and Ireland. 

952426463 www.brcspain.com 

www.moveit-storeit.com Phone 

David 696 810 618 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-

liveries, clearances. 20€ hour + 

fuel. Steve 602637242 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-

lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

WANTED all furniture and house-

hold items. Best prices. 

697511071 

WANTED household/ garden fur-

niture. 20yrs on the Coast. 

660366033 

LOOKING FOR CHINA & GLASS-

WARE. ALSO COLLECTABLES & 

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. 

661402134 

jewellerytocash@gmail.com cash 

for quality jewellery and watches. 

Send photos, description and price. 

San pedro 

CASH for your unwanted furni-

ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. 

House/garage/ bar clearances. 

Steve 602637242 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & Finance problems. Call 
now. Cash waiting. 
687049592/622229673 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, 
instant cash. Finance/embargos 
UK or Spanish...685524921 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All 

cars, all years, all models... from 

exotic to classic. Spanish/ English/ 

Dutch plated. Call 

951977329/606647597 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted 

any age, any condition. CASH. Buyer 

collects. Transfer included. 

605109796 

LEXUS RX 300, year 2003. Stun-

ning example been very well 

looked after. Every extra possi-

ble. RHD on Spanish plates. Long 

ITV. Only 4750€ 687049592 

PHONE me first or last!! I pay 

more!! Cars, caravans or com-

mercial. 660366033 

AUDI A2 1.4 SE, year 2001. Good 

condition. UK reg, on UK SORN 

but with valid UK V5 paperwork. 

1250€ ONO. 644788616 

CLASSIC 1978 MGB Roadster (cab-

riolet).  RHD on Spanish plates. Re-

cent ITV. Wire wheels. Power steer-

ing. Other modifications. Offers or 

part/ex for modern sports or cab-

riolet. 663928044 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying or registering & save 
tax. www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rartes. 5 minutes from 
Fuengirola. info@eurodog.es 
67978669/606101807 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hir-

ing Now! Tel:952028080 Email: 

info@localsoft.co Web: www.lo-

calsoft.com 

ADMINISTRATIVE position avail-

able, full time, for a Telecom Com-

pany in Guadalmina area. Candi-

date must be fully bilingual Eng-

lish/ Spanish and must have book-

keeping experience. Please send 

your C.V. to daniel@accounting-

networksl.com 

WE ARE looking for 5 self moti-

vated, driven people with an en-

trepreneurial mindset for a seri-

ous business opportunity. You can 

work this business from home on 

a full or part time basis. Freedom 

to be your own boss! Incredible 

earning potential. Selection proc-

ess in Marbella this coming week. 

Call/ WhatsApp 624227207 

LUXURY Real Estate in Marbella 

looking for sales representative: 

With experience in Real Estate, 

high standard of general educa-

tion, dynamic, enthusiastic, Span-

ish and English proficiency mini-

mum. Own car. Full time. Residence 

in Marbella. Interested send CV 

with updated photo to email: mar-

bellaempleo2021@gmail.com 

HELLO Brits. We are a London 

based 45 year old company. We are 

currently seeking 4 new home-

workers for our outbound calling 

to UK home owners. Our dedicated 

experienced agents are earning 

£25 per hour. You will need a lap-

top or pc and a broadband speed 

of minimum 0.2 mbps upload 

speed. Hours UK 9 -2pm or 2 – 7pm. 

CALL NOW we only need 4 people. 

Glassurance +44 208 906 

5050/+44 7762 487 900 
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HEALTH & BEAUTY 
Massage 
KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia 
656350401 

MASSAGE specialist Benalmádena. 
Full package ensures absolute sat-
isfaction. Reduced rates: over 65. 
Please wear your mask. 621395221 

NOTHING makes you feel more re-
laxed or allows you to melt away the 
stress of life than a visit to Senses 
Puerto Banús. We offer a full range 
of massage and luxury spa treat-
ments. 952221529/643942031 

BENALMADENA Costa: Total body 
massage. 50% off Pensioners. 
658189191 

SHAVING sensitive area by mature 
Japanese masseuse. Luxury prem-
ises in Fuengirola 610396186 

HAWAIIAN, Balines, Thai, antis-
tress, soothing fully body massage. 
Fuengirola. 600231544 

ASIAN male masseur. Asiatic mas-
sage for men. Malaga area. 
632629075 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

FOR POST Covid, older submis-

sive gentleman would like to es-

tablish contact with a contempo-

rary of 50/70 who is assertively 

active and lives within 100kms of 

Fuengirola for leisurely un-inhib-

ited company in nice peaceful sur-

roundings for mutually activities 

with no boundaries except CP. 

outrefun1@yahoo.co.uk 

Therapists 

ESTEPONA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy COSRT & BACP 
Accredited. Individuals& Couples 
+447813944146 Richard 
www.sextherapymarbella.es 

Fitness 

PERSONAL Trainer Mobile: Get fit! 
Lose weight for summer. Exercise 
in privacy of own home. Equipment 
supplied. From Fuengirola to San 
Pedro. 25 years’ experience. Results 
always achieved. Call Spencer 
711013673 

Others 

INHOME Services Malaga: Offers 
the best professionals for elderly 
care/ domestic tasks. We take care 
of them & you! 
644935576/951074055 www.in-
homeservicios.es 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22Euros per pack of 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

TV / SATELLITE 

Satellite Installation 

BBC SAT skytv iptv internet  avail-
able all coast  smart tv sales Jose Sotto 
Since 1973  Telf. 670443838 mail  
josesottoamselem77@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s supplied, repaired and 
upgraded. Home Surveillance. 
18yrs helping people. info@sol-
tecspain.com Neil: 662379899 

Phones-Mobile 

REPAIR your phone. Manzana Rota 
Fuengirola (Miramar Shopping Cen-
tre). We repair all mobile device in 
just 1 hour. WhatsApp 623222595 

CLASSES 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method. Simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

CONSULATES

Great Britain                   C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                                                    952352300 

USA                                   Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                                             952474891 
Belgium                           Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                                      951516019 

Denmark                          Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                                     952211797 
Norway                            Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola                             952667955 
Canada                             C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                                      952223346 

Germany                          Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                                                952363591 
Sweden                            Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                                          952604383 

Ireland                             Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                                                  952475108 

France                              Calle Salvago, 2, Malaga                                                                            954293200 

Italy                                  Alameda Principal, 35, Malaga                                                                  902502512 
Austria                             Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                                 646060972 

Finland                             Calle Córdoba, 6, Malaga                                                                            952212435 
Saudi Arabia                   Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                                          952310358 
Greece                              Dr Manuel Perez Bryan, Malaga                                                                  95225689 

Iceland                             Calle Marín García, Malaga                                                                        952661200 
Philippines                      C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                                           952771850 

Hungary                           Av. de Velásquez, (Crce aeropuerto) Malaga                                         952236966

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator  112 

National Police  091 

Local (municipal) Police 092 
Medical 061  

Fire 080 

Guardia Civil  062 

Sea Rescue  900202202  

Crime report  902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  
 

Samaritans in Spain  900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 

Age Care 952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona) 722606347 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  
 

Salud Responde  955545060 
(Doctors’ appointments and advice) 

ESTEPONA                                       

Bus Station 955038665 

Taxi Service 952802900 

Tourist Office 952802002 

Town Hall 952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept. 952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

BusStation 952475066 
Taxi Service 952471000 
Tourist Office 952467625 
Town Hall 952589300 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 

MALAGA                                            

Bus Station 952350061 
Railway Station 902240202 
Taxi Service 952345693 
Tourist Office 951926020 

MARBELLA                                       

Bus Station 955038665  
Taxi Service 952774488 
Tourist Office 952768760 
Town Hall 952761100 
Foreign Residents Dept.   952768760 

MIJAS                                                 

Town Hall  952485900 
Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 
Taxi 952478288 
Tourism Office 952589034 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 

NERJA                                               

Bus Station 902422242 

Taxi Service 952520537 
Tourist Information  952521531 
Town Hall 952548400 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401 

TORREMOLINOS                              

Bus Station 902143144 
Taxi Service 952380600 
Tourist Office 952371909 
Town Hall 952379400 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952374231 

BENALMÁDENA                              

Bus Station 902450550 
Taxi Service 952441545 
Tourist Office 952442494 
Town Hall 952374231 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA                              

Bus Station 952503162 
Taxi 952540016 
Town Hall 952559100 
Tourist Office 952541104  

GIBRALTAR                                       

General emergency 199/112(mobiles) 
Fire/ambulance (emergency) 190 
Tourist Office (00350) 20074950 
Taxi (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

Coronavirus information

955 545 060
Other emergencies

061 / 112
For general health 
emergencies. Avoid 
using this if not urgent

There is also a numbero to notify symptoms, but 
to avoid jamming the line try the APP first

900 400 061

To notify symptoms of coronavirus

With symptoms and/or contact with persons with  
coronavirus or who come from an area of risk

APP Salud  
Responde: take the  
Coronavirus symp-
toms test 

If the virtual test is positive, the health services 
will contact you by telephone
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

QUIZ

1. crust 2. mantle 3. outer core          
4. core

What part of the Earth is 
the biggest by volume?

1.Sahara 2. Arabian 3. Gobi       
4. Patagonian

Which is the world’s largest 
non-polar desert?

THE STARS

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11459

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Involving family sometime means 

brighter ideas coming from children! 

Make the most of this really creative 

time for you all. Inspire!   

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

We all have something in us that is extra 

special. It is often a case of finding it. 

For most of this month bright ideas ping 

past you. Note them.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

Others may appear to be especially 

irritating to you, particularly midweek. 

Counter this by giving them lots to do. 

Keeping them out of your hair also gives 

you some extra down time.     

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Love and living are reminding you what 

life was like before the disruptions. Did 

you count your blessings then? You 

certainly will be now. 

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

What you need now is a big dose of 

kindness and appreciation. Some of 

your friends may still be struggling 

themselves. Helping them could be 

helping yourself.  

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Some frustrations that have built up 

around you are no more, which is a 

relief. By moving forward you also 

inspire others who do look to you for 

inspiration. 

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Be with people who answer some of 

those important questions for you. You 

seem so wise that there is a feeling that 

you know everything.      

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Rushing ahead without thinking things 

through costs money. The chance for a 

real leap forward is coming. Pay 

attention, a casual approach should 

never be taken to legal matters.     

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Be with people who boost your spirits. 

In helping someone else you find a great 

bit of luck yourself. You could share this 

or make it the centre of your attention 

for some time.  

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Not everything that moves you forward 

needs to be hard work, remember. 

Making contact with a same-sex person 

from your past brings a lighter and 

more enhancing experience.  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

A chance comment as the week begins 

starts you on a trail of investigation. Not 

quite Miss Marple but certainly 

something that fires the imagination.   

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

With your imagination in full swing it 

could be the start of something big. 

That simple business idea or the next 

chapter of that book? Let the 

possibilities fire your imagination.

9 6 3 8 2

2

7 6 5

6 3 9

8 4 7

1 7 4

2 7 9

4 2 8 6

5

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find 

where the fleet of ships 

(1 battleship, 2 

cruisers, 3 destroyers, 

4 submarines) are 

hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid 

indicate how many of 

the squares in that row 

are filled in with ships 

or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled 

in to start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Across Down

WHERE IS THIS?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Quiz answers

THE SUR IN ENGLISH CORNER

At SUR in English we are proud 

of our reputation for publishing 

a wide variety of Spanish news 

of interest to our readers, and as 

part of the SUR media group we 

have access to all the best and 

most reliable sources. Another 

part of our remit is to publish all 

the local news concerning the 

English-speaking community in 

Andalucía, and for that, we have 

several sources including our 

team of roving reporters and you, 

the reader! We often get calls ask-

ing the question “Can you men-

tion this in SUR in English?” The 

“this” can be anything from an 

art exhibition to an event in aid 

of charity, the establishment of 

a pressure group or a dolphin 

washed up on the shores of the 

Mediterranean. The answer to 

all of these is “yes”. If it is of in-

terest to our readers we can men-

tion it. Email us at surineng 

lish.su@diariosur.es or contact  

us on on Facebook @surenglish 

and Twitter @SUR_english

Let us know your news

Answer: Mantle 

Of interest: The mantle is the 

mostly-solid bulk of Earth’s interior. 

The mantle lies between Earth’s 

dense, super-heated core and its 

thin outer layer, the crust. The 

mantle is about 2,900 kilometers 

(1,802 miles) thick, and makes up  

84% of Earth’s total volume.  

Answer: Sahara 

Of interest: The Sahara is the 

largest desert in the world. Filling 

nearly all of northern Africa, it 

measures approximately 8,600,000 

square kilometres ( 3,320,000 

square miles).

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

Circlegram

The letter represented by the 
question mark is T. Fitness, 
agility, strength, all athletic 
qualities.

A museum in Mudejar style

Language Crossword

Last week:  
Cuevas Bajas 

This peaceful plaza is located on  

Calle Real near the San Juan  

Bautista church. 
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F
ather Dimitry Osipenko has 
been serving  at the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church on 

the Costa del Sol since 2009. The 
congregation is currently based in 
the Ascension church in San Pe-
dro Alcántara, where Dimitry is 
preparing to celebrate Orthodox 
Easter, or Paskha, this weekend. 

The Marbella priest told SUR 
in English that the presence of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in 
Spain dates back to 1761, when 
in Madrid, under the Russian en-
voy to Spain, Peter Repnin, the 
first church was established in 
the name of St Mary Magdalene. 
So-called ‘house church’ was at-
tached to the embassy, hence 
moved several times with it.  

In 1882, the church was abol-
ished due to a reduction in gov-
ernment spending. In December 
2011, the foundation stone of the 
Russian Orthodox Church was 
consecrated in Madrid. Addition-
ally, over recent years, Russian 
Orthodox churches have also 
been constructed in Barcelona, 
in Altea (Valencia), and in Adeje 
(Canary Islands).  

The church in Marbella is now 
preparing to move to new prem-
ises in Estepona. In 2017, it was 
announced that the new building 
would be the biggest Russian Or-
thodox church in Spain, and the 
first in Andalucía. The project in-
cludes the church and a social-
cultural centre spread over nearly 
6,000 square metres of land in 
Arroyo Las Cañas, on the way up 
to the Selwo park.  

The Spanish architects planned 
this to be an iconic building, with 
a separate bell tower, constructed 
with Mediterranean materials. 

Father Dimitry said that the 
church in Estepona is really 
unique and different from other 
Russian Orthodox churches in 

the country. It is almost finished 
but construction has  stopped due 
to the pandemic because it’s dif-
ficult to invite specialists from 
abroad for interior painting and 
decorating. The planned inaugu-
ration in 2021 will be postponed 
but the next Easter celebrations 
could be held in the new church.  

Easter 

In the meantime, Father Dimitry  
will hold Paskha, the main holi-
day of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, this weekend in the 
church in San Pedro.  

Orthodox Easter is usually cele-
brated later than Catholic Easter, 
because the church follows the 
old Julian calendar, unlike the Ro-
man Catholic and Protestant 
churches, which have been us-
ing the Gregorian calendar since 
the 16th century. Besides Russia 
and Ukraine, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
Greece, Lebanon, Republic of Ma-
cedonia and Romania are among 
countries that officially celebrate 
Orthodox Easter. 

Easter is preceded by 40 days 
of Great Lent. Those who observe 
it are not supposed to eat meat 
and, on some days, even vegeta-
ble oils. On the last Friday before 
Easter, no food or drink should 
be consumed until the evening. 
Instead of chocolate eggs, hen’s 
eggs are dyed red using onion 
skins, while spinach and beet-
root make them green and pur-
ple, respectively.  

Traditionally on the evening of 
the Orthodox Easter Saturday, 
people go to church with tradi-
tional food - a special kind of yeast 
bread, and a pyramid-shaped 
cake made of cottage cheese and 
raisins. The foods are blessed 
during the church service. 

Father Dimitry said, however, 
that this year the service will 

have to be different due to the 
pandemic.  

Events usually start around 
11pm and before midnight the 
church lights are extinguished. 
After midnight, the church is il-
luminated with candlelight and 
the congregation forms a proces-
sion around the church.  

The priest said: “This time this 
part of the celebration will not 
take place but we invite people 
for customary services in the 
morning and evening. The Sun-
day Easter service starts at 
8.30am on 2 May.” 

Father Dimitry added that any-
one who has questions about Or-
thodoxy and its peculiarities, is 
welcome to visit the church in 
Marbella and its website 
(www.rpc-marbella.es).  

Western Europe 

The Russian Orthodox Church in 
Western Europe was founded ex-
actly one hundred years ago this 
month. After the onset of the Bol-
shevik Revolution in 1917, the 
Church opposed the Soviet gov-
ernment that had banned the re-
ligion and was destroying temples 
around the country. On 8 April 
1921, Patriarch Tikhon of Moscow 
and Metropolitan Benjamin of Pe-
tersburg issued a decree creating 
the Provisional Administration of 
Russian Parishes in Western 
Europe, centred in Paris. 

In December 2018, the Holy 
Synod decided to dissolve the Arch-
diocese of Russian Orthodox 
churches in Western Europe, lead-
ing to the creation of the Diocese 
of Madrid and Lisbon. Nestor Si-
rotenko is Archbishop of the dio-
cese. At the time of segregation, 
there were 11 parishes of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church and com-
munities in Portugal and 25 par-
ishes with 17 priests in Spain. 

Father Dimitry at a 
previous Paskha 
 celebration in Marbella.  SUR

Orthodox 

Easter on the 

Costa del Sol

 Marbella.  On 2 May this year, 
Orthodox Christians will be 
celebrating Easter. This time, 
the gap between Orthodox 
and Catholic or Protestant 
celebrations is almost a 
month. Marbella priest 
Dimitry Osipenko talks about 
the coming celebration

ALEKK M. 
SAANDERS


