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As if the negative effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic weren’t 
enough, the local economy is now 
taking another blow.  

With electricity bills spiralling 

ever upwards, companies that 
use a lot of power, such as on 
summer air-conditioning, are fac-
ing hard choices over how to cut 
energy use to reduce their costs. 

Many smaller firms say they 
would rather eat into the money 
they make than raise prices, in 
order to keep customers happy, 
while others fear for their future 
as recent  IVA tax reductions have 
made little difference.  P2

Huge rise in 
electricity prices 
puts more local 
businesses at risk
Energy bills have surged 
35% so far this year and 
many Malaga province firms 
are slashing margins in 
order to survive  
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Filling the car costs 
up to 15 euros 
more depending 
on where you go P6

There were few vantage points remaining near the 
 podium in Rincón de la Victoria on Tuesday.  ÑITO SALAS

Thousands of people lined the streets as the finish of stage 10 
of the iconic round-Spain cycle race rolled on to the Costa. P40The return of La Vuelta
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JESÚS HINOJOSA 

MALAGA. The city of Malaga is al-
ready well-known for its Christ-
mas lights. But now it has 
launched the tendering process 
to find a private company to 
stage a new - additional - festive 
light and sound show in the 
grounds of the La Concepción 

botanical gardens, five kilome-
tres north of the city centre.  

The move is seen as another 
effort from the city to fend off the 
challenge from the Galician city 
of Vigo to the unofficial title  
of Spain’s best Christmas  
decorations. 

The council plans to run them   
from 23 November to 10 Janu-

ary once the historic park  closes 
its doors to daytime visitors. It 
will reopen from 6.30pm to 
11pm to take ticketholders on a 
“journey through the spirit of 
Christmas”. 

Floating stars in the lakes; 
snowmen and animal figures; a 
tunnel of lights in harmony with 
background music; floodlighting 

of the gardens, waterfall and tem-
ple are some of the things that 
the council is seeking a private 
company to install and operate. 
Likewise, the town hall specifi-
cation for the contract requests 
that a “historical merry-go-round, 
festooned with lights, with a di-
ameter of 6.5 metres” be in-
stalled, as well as “a food stall 
with a gabled roof and decora-
tions and lighting”. 

Companies interested in bid-
ding for the contract for the in-
stallation and operation of this 
Christmas garden have until 7 

September to present their of-
fers. The city council has asked 
interested parties to prove that 
they have the necessary techni-
cal experience - demonstrated 
by carrying out similar services 
or work in the last three years - 
as well as being financially sol-
vent and having civil liability  
insurance. 

If there is more than one com-
pany interested in the project 
and they all meet the require-
ments, the final selection will be 
made in a draw at La Concepción 
garden’s mansion house.

Malaga is planning a Christmas light show in      
its historic La Concepción botanical gardens

The average 35 per cent 
increase in energy bills 
isn’t just affecting 
households, but also the 
profit margins of small and 
medium-sized companies 

MATÍAS STUBER
 

MALAGA. Energy costs have risen 
an average of 35 per cent this year 
and the viability of many small 
and medium-sized companies, 
already affected by Covid, is now 
under threat according to 
Malaga’s Chamber of Commerce. 

The price of electricity in Spain 
is more expensive than ever. The 
government’s decision, in June, 
to lower the IVA sales tax on the 
electricity bill from 21 to 10 per 
cent has already been absorbed 
by a market that does not stop in-

creasing, and in which the final 
consumer is the biggest victim. 

Sergio Violeros is a 46-year-
old fitness fan. In 2014, he de-
cided to turn his passion into 
work and opened his own gym. 
It is a 200-square-metre space 
and, apart from the fitness equip-
ment, the ceiling holds two es-
sential elements for the gym to 
function: a long string of power-
ful spotlights and an air-condi-
tioning system that cools the high 
summer temperatures. 

If the rise in electricity rates 
affects households, now the vi-
ability of Sergio’s business is at 
risk from the hike in energy 
prices, following the hardship of 
the months in 2020 when the gym 
had to close due to the pandemic. 

“I have never had an electric-
ity bill like July’s,” he points out 
before going on to list his energy 

consumption: “April, 103.41 
euros; May, 142.30 euros; June, 
240.75 euros and July, 441.20 
euros.” 

“Actually, I know I can’t afford 
to have the air-conditioning on 
all the time, but if I turn it off, cus-
tomers immediately complain 
about the heat - and rightly so,” 
explains Violeros. 

The dilemma of the owner of 
this gym is one shared with many 
other small and medium busi-
nesses along the Costa, who see 
how their already narrow margins 
are being hit by the electricity bills. 

The president of Malaga Cham-
ber of Commerce, Sergio Cube-
ros, said that every day they re-
ceive complaints from small firms 
who are “scared” and “outraged” 
at the increase in their electric-
ity bill. “The average rise in 
Malaga is between 30 and 35 per 

cent and it is hurting businesses. 
So much so that some companies 
are already considering closing,” 
he told SUR. 

Cuberos has appealed to the 
government to find solutions to a 
problem. “They have to do some-
thing for these small businesses. 
As we try and recover from the 
blow of the pandemic, this in-
crease in the price of electricity 
comes along - it is leaving many 
without a profit margin,” he says. 

Sweating at the salon 
One of them is Jorge Arrabal, who 
has a small hairdressing salon 
near the Teatinos university  
campus in Malaga. “I have to have 
the air-conditioning on all day for 
my customers who are already 
sweating under the cape I put on 
them. In July, the bill has skyrock-
eted and my premises are only 

28 square metres,” explains  
Arrabal. 

There are more examples. Ser-
gio Guzmán is the owner of Pádel 
Málaga. Six padel tennis courts 
are located in a warehouse. “Be-
ing indoors, the lights always have 
to be on. The air-conditioning, 
the same. I have gone from an in-
voice of 700 to now paying about 
1,100 euros for electricity,” he 
says, adding that this increase 
puts the viability of his business 
at risk: “We cannot pass this in-
crease on to the client, we would 
lose them. This increase in elec-
tricity leaves us without margins.” 

Sleeping soundly? 
If it weren’t because he has a good 
bed at home, says Jorge Guerrero, 
it would be hard for him to sleep 
at night. He is the head of Malaga  
mattress-group Mi Colchón, 
which has several stores in the 
city. Guerrero directly manages 
six, the rest are in the hands of 
franchisees. Since the price of 
electricity began to climb, the bill 
became a headache for this busi-
nessman. “We are talking about 
an increase of 30 per cent,” says 
Guerrero. 

For the month of July the en-
ergy bill of his six stores 
amounted to 4,300 euros. Guer-
rero, with bills in hand, points out 
that “the increase in electricity 
bills is unsustainable”. In July 
2020 the bill was 3,100 euros. 

Guerrero recently undertook 
a comprehensive revamp to equip 
the Mi Colchón stores with low-
consumption LED lights. “We in-
vest to save money but even now 
we pay more than before,” he says. 
The problem, he confirms, is that 
this added expense cannot be 
passed on to the client. “It is not 
like before, the margins we have 
now are very thin,” he explains.

Air-conditioning units keep the courts cool at Pádel Málaga, a typical business having to cope with the surge in energy costs.  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

Record electricity prices push many 
Costa del Sol businesses against the ropes

35 
per cent is the average 
amount that the bill has in-
creased in July for entrepre-
neurs compared to the bill  
in July 2020, according to  
the Malaga Chamber of  
Commerce. 

THE FACTS
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A report for Malaga 
council has given more 
details of how this 
megaproject, which will 
create 2,500 construction 
jobs, would be built  

JESÚS HINOJOSA
 

MALAGA. More details have been 
emerging of how Malaga city coun-
cil proposes to implement the 
complicated building work in its 
plan to put the entire west to east 
coastal road through the city cen-
tre underground, and so free up 
space for more gardens and  
pedestrianisation.  

The ambitious project is called 
Plan Málaga Litoral (Malaga 
shoreline plan) and, if given the 
go ahead, would cost over 400 
million euros.   

As well as fulfilling the long-
held ambition of linking the Plaza 
de la Marina, by the tourist office, 
with the newly developed port 
area, it would allow new bus and 
coach stations to be built in the 

city: under Plaza de la Marina it-
self and under the entrance to the 
city’s main railway station.  A large 
underground parking area would 
also be built by the entrance to 
the port.  

A report carried out by ARCS, 
consultants working on the de-
tailed plan for the town hall, esti-
mates that the building work will 
generate 2,500 jobs, but it also 
warns that construction on this 
scale would inevitably cause, “in-
convenience and different types 
of negative impact on a wide 
range of people; local residents, 
shopkeepers, hoteliers, delivery 
drivers, children and young peo-
ple, people with mobility restric-
tions etc”.   

No phased implementation 

The consultants urge careful plan-
ning to limit the inconvenience, 
but they recommend carrying out 
the work in one go and not divid-
ing it into phases, in order to avoid, 
“having to build temporary ac-
cess  roads that would have a fur-
ther impact on traffic and city life”.   

Starting from the west, the first 
road to be affected would be Av-
enida Manuel Agustín Heredia - 
the traffic along this busy route 
along the dock wall by the Soho  
district would be diverted onto 
the quayside itself. 

The current bus station on this 
avenue, where buses can be 
caught to destinations around 
Malaga province and the Costa, 
would be temporarily moved to 
in front of the Port Authority of-
fice, opposite Plaza de la Marina. 

Eventually, this bus station would 
be put underground at Plaza de 
la Marina itself.  

Traffic running along this port-
side route would then be tempo-

rarily rerouted during the works 
along the Paseo del Parque, by the 
town hall, while the Paseo de las 
Curas road immediately  between 
the tropical gardens and the port 
was also put underground.   

Finally, there would be diver-
sions in the La Malagueta area be-
tween Muelle Uno and the beach 
to allow the Avenida de Cánovas 
main road through that district to 
be placed underground.  

It is hoped that the work can go 
out to tender in 2024.

Artists impression of the proposes extension to the gardens in the centre of Malaga.  SUR

Tunnel plan for city 
centre coast road 
would see diversions 

The consultants urge 
careful planning to limit 
the inconvenience, but 
they recommend carrying 
out the work in one go
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The rolling 14-day case 
rate in Malaga province 
including the Costa  was 
276 on Thursday (26 
August) down from 610 
two weeks before 

SUR
 

MALAGA. Experts advising na-
tional government on the Covid-
19 vaccination campaign are still 
studying who should receive the 
talked-about third, booster jab 
and when it should be adminis-
tered, the Minister of Health 
Carolina Darias explained on 
Wednesday. She was speaking 
after the weekly meeting with  
all Spain’s regional Health  
ministries. 

 The authorities have delayed 
the decision for at least one more 
week until more scientific infor-
mation is available. 

Darias said that the experts are 
following a “rigorous” process 
and waiting to see two new stud-
ies from Pfizer and Moderna, as 
well as waiting to hear the opin-
ion of the European Medicines 
Agency, which was originally 
scheduled for the beginning of 
this week. However, Darias made 
it clear that her department will 
have the last word. 

Also on Wednesday, the Min-
istry of Education agreed with 
the regions the rules for the up-

coming back-to-school period. 
The same safety guidelines 
drafted in June, before the Delta 
variant took hold, will be used. 
They mandate: masks for those 
over six years; staying in bubble 
groups; keeping a distance in 
class of at least 1.2 metres be-
tween students; cross ventilation 
in classrooms.  

The Education department and 
the regions had pinned their 
hopes on high vaccination-rates 
of 12 to 19-year-olds to be able 
to relax the rules.  Although teen-
agers are now being jabbed - in 
the Andalucía  region, for exam-
ple, those 12 years and over are 
having vaccinations - not enough 
are judged to be fully vaccinated 
yet.  

Improving case rates 

The rolling Covid-19 cases rate 
continued to drop again this week 
in the Andalucía region, includ-
ing in Malaga province, as well 
as in Spain as a whole. 

On Thursday (26 August), the 
average 14-day case rate per 
100,000 people across the eight 

provinces of Andalucía was 289.5, 
down from 390 a week earlier. 

Locally, in Malaga province, 
including the Costa del Sol, the 
14-day rate on Thursday was 
276.5, down from 420 a week 
earlier and 610 two weeks  
before. 

In terms of hospitalisations lo-
cally, there were 337 in Malaga 
province hospitals on Thursday 
this week with coronavirus, down 
from 401 a week earlier and a 
peak of 505 on 5 August.  The 
number in intensive care (57) 
was also dropping week on week.  

With the improving rates, the 
committee monitoring corona-
virus restrictions for Malaga prov-
ince decided that all the  local 
health districts, including along 
the Costa del Sol, should continue 
at health alert Level 2 for at least 
another week. 

Consequently, there will be no 
changes to the existing corona-
virus control measures in force 
across the province. 

Like last week, no restriction 
on night mobility has been re-
quested in any municipality in 
the province, since there was only 
one town, although with fewer 
than 5,000 people, that exceeds 
the rate of 1,000 cases per 
100,000 residents in two weeks.

No decision taken yet on  
Covid-19 booster jab 

Andalucía is now vaccinating those aged 12 years and over.  EFE

J. L. PIEDRA / R. APARICIO 

SEVILLE / MALAGA. The Junta de 
Andalucía is urging all pregnant 
women to get vaccinated against 
Covid-19, and also the nearly 
50,000 people in Andalucía, 
some 0.60 per cent of the popu-
lation, who have so far rejected 
a vaccine. 

To help with the process, the 
regional health service set up a 
total of 92 drop-in vaccination 
points during this week.   

The locations offer anyone 
over 12 years of age who qual-
ify for vaccination a dose of ei-
ther the Pfizer or Moderna  

vaccines. 
An emphasis is being placed 

on reaching pregnant women 
due to their greater risk of more 
serious effects if infected. 

So far, two pregnant women 
have died from Covid at the 
Virgen del Rocío hospital in 
Seville after giving birth to their 
babies, who were not affected 
by the disease.  

In addition, earlier this week 
there were a total of 28 pregnant 
women in hospital with Covid-
19, of whom seven were seri-
ously ill and were in intensive 
care units. 

Most of those being treated in 

hospital were not vaccinated, 
except for two who had received 
only one dose. 

Currently in Andalucía 46.7 
per cent of pregnant women al-
ready have the complete vacci-
nation schedule, while two out 
of three pregnant women (66.7 
per cent) already have at least 
one dose, regional government 
sources said. 

Drop in centres locally today 
In Malaga province, including 
the Costa del Sol, drop in vacci-
nation centres announced for 
this Friday are at; Benalmádena 
hospital in the morning; Cortijo 
Don Elías (Mijas Costa) until 
6pm; Carpa de San Pedro (San 
Pedro Alcántara) until 7pm;  
Congress centre in Malaga city 
until 7pm. Any future dates and 
places have yet to be announced.  

Junta urges pregnant women to 
get vaccinated against Covid-19

Festival suspended in 
Torremolinos after  
police raid nightspot  

Torremolinos council officials 
suspended a festival this week 
after police raided a nightclub 
and other venues in the resort 
last weekend over failure to 
follow Covid-19 restrictions. 
The Freedom Party Dirty West, 
within the Matrix Sun Festival, 
was cancelled following police 
intervention on the dance floor 
at the well-know Palladium. 
Images had been shared on so-
cial media of some 750 inside, 
which was within legal limits. 
However revellers were 
packed onto the dance floor 
without wearing masks, which 
contravenes current coronavi-
rus prevention rules.  

i   More information:  For the 
latest on case rates in each local 
municipality and an up-to-date 
map, see www.surinenglish.com

There will be no changes 
this week to the existing 
coronavirus control 
measures in force across 
Malaga province 
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The price of fuel in 
Malaga province has    
shot up around 20%   
over the last year but 
money can still be saved 
with some planning  

MALAGA.  Both the price of elec-
tricity and fuel have gone crazy 
in the last few months. To get 
around the rise in your energy 
bill, the only alternative is to try 
to use power in off-peak periods.  
But in terms of filling up at the 
pump, not much can be done to 
get around the 20% increase since 
August 2020. A tank of fuel now 
costs some 13 euros more on av-
erage than a year ago for unleaded 
95 (79.6 euros versus 66.23) and 
11 more on diesel (71.4 vs. 60.7).  

However, there are ways to 
lessen the impact on your wallet 
by searching out the cheapest 
petrol stations - local ones of 
course so as not to spend more 
getting there than you would be 
saving.   

If we take a typical tank with a 
55 litre capacity - the average for 
a family car - you could be sav-
ing from 12 euros  (unleaded 95 
or diesel, the most common) to  
15 euros (diésel A+) depending 
on where you pull up in Malaga 
province including the Costa del 
Sol. Generally speaking, the low- 
cost self-service stations, region-
ally based firms and those along-
side the big supermarkets are the 
cheapest.   

According to the daily report 
from the Ministry for Ecological 
Transition, which looks at 286  
petrol stations in Malaga prov-
ince, the cheapest unleaded 95  
on Wednesday 25 August was at 
three stations in inland Antequera 
(Petroprix, Plenoil and ASC Car-
burantes) at 1.297 euros per li-
tre. This is someway below the 

average in the province of 1.447  
and the 1.514 being charged on 
the A-7 at Calahonda on Mijas 
Costa (Cepsa), which was the high-
est in the area, followed by 1.509 
nearby at Shell in Cabopino (Mar-
bella). Using these prices, the ex-
tra spend is 11.93 euros (83.27 
and 71.33 euros, respectively).  

Diesel 
It’s a pretty similar situation in 
the case of ‘gasóleo A’ (the most 
popular type of diesel). The best 
option for drivers is, once again, 
going to Antequera, where a litre 
was at 1.147 euros  at Plenoil and 
ASC filling stations. On the other 
hand, it was the same situation 
with the dearest on Mijas Costa  
(1.359) and Marbella (1.354). This 
translates into a maximum dif-
ference of  11.66 euros to fill up 
(63.08 against 74.74 euros). The 
average price in the province for 

this diesel is 1.298 euros per li-
tre, 18.8% more than a year ago.  

In the case of unleaded 98, the 
average in Malaga province is 1.6 
euros per litre, versus  1.35 a year 
ago (+17.8%). The cheapest for 
this on Wednesday this week was 
the Galp station on the industrial 
estate in Marbella  (1.42 euros a li-
tre), which, interestingly, was the 
municipality with the highest, 
once again at Cabopino (1.49).  

The biggest differences are on 
‘diésel A’ or Premium, where to fill 
an average car, the difference is 
15.4 euros comparing 1.59 euros/li-
tre (63.74 euros) at Las Palmeras 
filling station  on Guadalhorce in-
dustrial estate in Malaga with the 
1.439 (79.14) of Cepsa in Calahonda 
or Galp in Nueva Andalucía.

Filling up your tank can cost up to 15 euros 
more depending on where you go locally 

Filling up can mean savings or more costs depending where you choose.  BLANCA SAENZ DEL CASTILLO

SUR 

MALAGA. Localised showers 
and storms could affect large 
swathes of the south, east 
and central areas of the 
Spanish mainland this 
Thursday (26 August) and in 
some parts they could be 
very strong, Spain’s State Me-
teorological Agency (Aemet), 
has warned. 

The recent instability in 
the weather is expected to 
continue and showers could 
threaten the extreme south 
of the Andalucía region, the 
Strait of Gibraltar and Me-
lilla, although in these areas 
the instability will gradually 
subside.  

Looking ahead to this 
weekend, Aemet expects a 
change in the weather, with 
maximums of up to 37 de-
grees being forecast in some 
areas. 

The national weather 
agency spokesman, Rubén 
del Campo, predicts that the 
weekend will be hot again al-
though on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday (27, 28 and 29 
August) the possibility of 
stormy showers will persist 
– with the highest probabil-
ity being in mountain areas. 

In Malaga 

In Malaga, minimums of be-
tween 25-26 degrees are ex-
pected and highs of between 
32 degrees and 35 expected 
for Saturday, although the lo-
cal terral wind could make a 
reappearance – even if only 
for a short time. 

“This coming Saturday 
there is a high probability 
that we will have terral in the 
usual areas of Malaga prov-
ince, but it is not expected to 
last more than a day and a 
half, with strong gusts from 
the west on Saturday along 
the Malaga coastline,” says 
José Luis Escudero on his 
SUR weather.

Forecasters 
predict highs of  
up to 35 degrees  
in the province

FRANCISCO 
JIMÉNEZ 
 

1.447 €/l 
is the average price of un-
leaded 95 in Malaga province, 
which is 20% more than  
a year ago (1.204 euros)  
and 21% more than when 
prices started going up in  
November last year,  
according to Spanish  
government data. 

1.298 €/l 
is the average price for 
‘gasóleo A’ diesel in the  
province versus 1.092  
in August 2020 (+18,8%)  
and 1.0652 last November 
(+21,8%).

PRICE RISES

i   Ministry fuel price map 

website (in Spanish): 

 www.geoportalgasolineras.es
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Police are combing         
the area for CCTV 
cameras to see if there 
was any other vehicle 
involved in the incident 

JUAN CANO / ÁLVARO FRÍAS 

MALAGA. A young man has died 
at the Hospital Costa del Sol  
in Marbella after suffering a  
fall from an electric scooter  
in Mijas Costa. Local Police are 
now investigating the circum-
stances of the incident to clar-
ify if it was an accidental fall or 
if there was another vehicle  
involved. 

It happened at around 4.30pm 
on Sunday, 15 August, on Calle 
Adarves in the Riviera del Sol-
Calahonda area.  

The 112 Andalucía emergency 
control centre received a call to 
say that a young man had been 
injured after falling from an elec-
tric scooter. 

The victim was rushed to the 
Costa del Sol hospital and ad-
mitted with a broken collarbone 
and two broken ribs. He also suf-
fered a blow to the head that 
caused two blood clots, which 
needed operating on, and he was 
put into an induced coma. 

After the first operation, the 
doctors detected that the young 

man had mobility problems on 
the right side of the body, so they 
operated on him again. Appar-
ently, the operation went well 
but last Friday he passed away 
in the hospital. 

Mijas Local Police officers 
have taken over the investiga-
tion to clarify the circumstances 
of the accident. It will focus on 
determining if the fall was acci-

dental or if there was another 
vehicle involved.  

Police are scouring the area 
in search of security cameras 
that could have captured the  
incident. 

It is reported that the young 
man had been using his electric 
scooter for more than a year and 
he was working to get his mo-
torcycle licence.

Teenager dies after 
electric scooter 
accident in Mijas 

An electric scooter similar to the one involved.  SUR (FILE PHOTO)

Á. FRÍAS / F. TORRES
 

MALAGA. A 20-year-old British 
man on holiday died early on 
Monday morning after being 
hit while crossing the main  
A-7 coast road on foot. The DGT 
highways authority said the in-
cident happened at 2am, when 
the emergency services were 
alerted to the accident on the 
busy road at kilometre 173 in 
Puerto Banús. 

Witnesses said there was a 
young man lying in the road 
with a serious head injury. Parts 
of this stretch of the A-7 have 
had extra barriers put in  in the 
past to encourage people to use 
the underpasses after other  
accidents.

British man on 
holiday dies while 
crossing the A-7 in 
Puerto Banús

ALMUDENA NOGUÉS.  Holiday-
makers and residents in Nerja 
were treated to the spectacu-
lar sight of a waterspout over 
the Mediterranean on Wednes-
day morning. It was around 
10am when the towering flume 
made an appearance in the Ax-
arquía sky. 

The national met office (Ae-

met) confirmed the phenome-
non on its Singular Atmos-
pheric Observations Notifica-
tion System (Sinobas) as im-
ages were widely shared by us-
ers on social networks. 

One of them @Storm_Malaga 
said the waterspout was spot-
ted on the road down to Playa 
de Maro at around 10am. No 
rain was falling at the time al-
though it had in the earlier 
hours. The twister lasted about 
20 minutes. 

According to Aemet, water-
spouts are tornadoes over wa-
ter. “They consist of vortices or 
eddies frequently connected to 
cumuliform clouds.”

Spectacular 
waterspout 
snapped on    
Nerja’s coastline

The waterspout captured on the Costa del Sol.  @CARDOAMARTA

After being spotted 
‘driving recklessly’ in 
Marbella he was 
eventually stopped near 
Torremolinos and told 
police he was running 
late for a flight 

A. FRÍAS / F. TORRES 

MALAGA. A Ferrari driver who was 
caught speeding along the Costa 
del Sol at more than 240km/h 
told police, who eventually pulled 
him over, that he was running 
late to catch a flight at Malaga 
Airport. 

The sports car was first spot-
ted being ‘driven recklessly’ on 
the AP-7  toll motorway near 
Marbella by traffic officers and 
cameras onboard a Pegasus heli-
copter, operated by the DGT high-
ways authority. 

It happened on the morning 
of 13 August and, according to 
sources, the driver was making 
constant lane changes to over-
take the vehicles in his path, even 
going so far as to use the hard 
shoulder to avoid other cars. 

The traffic helicopter flew 
above the Ferrari and began re-
cording images, as well as tak-
ing measurements to check its 
speed which peaked at 270 km/h 
– although it averaged 241 kilo-
metres per hour in an area lim-
ited to 120. 

The Pegasus aircraft followed 
the Ferrari for several kilome-
tres and, after alerting officers 
on the ground, it was eventually 
stopped by a Guardia Civil  
patrol on the A-7 road near  
Torremolinos. 

The driver, a Dutch man driv-
ing the Belgian-registered Fer-
rari, said he was rushing because 
he was running late to catch a 
flight at Malaga Airport. The man 
was detained and will now face 
road safety charges.

Ferrari driver clocked   
doing more than 240km/h 
on the Costa del Sol

Onboard the DGT’s eye-in-the-sky Pegasus helicopter.  SUR (FILE PHOTO)
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The Irish low-cost 
fashion giant is still 
committed 100% to its 
offline model as it opens 
its new store in 
Marbella’s La Cañada 

MALAGA. He is not yet 40 (his 39th 
birthday is coming up) but Carlos 
Inacio, who is from Lisbon, is in 
charge of the 62 Primark stores 
on the Iberian peninsula. After a 
meteoric career with the Irish com-
pany, where he began as a store 
manager in 2009 after working for 
H&M and Inditex, two years ago 
he was made director in Spain and 
Portugal. He has had to deal with 
the effects of the pandemic, espe-
cially as Primark does not sell on-
line. Despite this, the firm is pro-
ceeding with its expansion plan 
in Spain, which includes a new 
store in La Cañada shopping cen-
tre in Marbella, which opened this 
week.  
–While your rivals are closing 
stores, you are opening new ones. 
Did you not modify your expan-
sion plans as a result of the  
pandemic?  
–We opened our first store in Spain 
in 2006 and we have been grow-
ing year by year. The plan is to con-
tinue doing that, because Spain is 
one of the most important mar-
kets for the company. We believe 
in real shops, not online shopping. 
Between now and 2023 we will  
have seven new stores: we have 
just opened Madrid, Bilbao and 
Marbella, and the others will be in 
San Fernando, Gerona, Vigo and 
another in Madrid. We want to con-
tinue developing our business in 
Spain, we are very clear about that.    
–It is interesting that you don’t 
have an online store, when oth-

ers in the fashion sector have ex-
panded their e-commerce.   
–For us as a company, all our de-
cisions have to be sustainable. This 
business has been going for 51 
years and we never take any deci-
sion which could jeopardise the 
good work we have put in so far, 
just because of a trend. Online 
shopping is a reality which can-
not be ignored, and the pandemic 
has accelerated it, but we are com-
mitted to physical shopping, which 
we believe is something that is here 
to stay. In fact, there are some 
purely online operators who are 
now opening shops, like Amazon 
and    Aliexpress. 
–Has your business model, based 

100% on actual shops, made you 
more vulnerable to the crisis 
caused by the pandemic?  
–The pandemic has greatly af-
fected us, of course. Imagine: we 
had no cash flow. When that aw-
ful day arrived when they told us 
we were going to have to close for 
15 days, which then turned out to 
be three months, my thoughts were 
not about closing the stores, be-
cause that had been planned since 
the February; I was thinking about 
how and when we were going to 
open them again. I wasn’t just wor-
ried about the responsibility of 
generating cash flow for the com-
pany, but about the whole team of 
people at Primark. Around 7,000 

people suddenly had to be  
furloughed.   
–So we cannot expect Primark to 
sell online any time soon?  
–The company has decided to do 
it when the time is right, and at the 
moment there is no date in mind. 
We are studying different business 
models. Maybe the one that would 
suit us best is click and collect. We 
do, however, have a very strong 
presence on social media, with 
more than 20 million followers, 
nine million on Instagram. That 
helped us to keep in touch with 
customers during lockdown.   
–To what extent are people buy-
ing again? Has there been the so-
called champagne effect that eve-

ryone was hoping for?  
–I was asked about that when the 
lockdown ended and I said that the 
next three years are likely to be 
very difficult. Sales have improved 
gradually, but are still nothing like 
they were. The champagne effect? 
It depends. Some stores have been 
busier than others, depending on 
the restrictions and tourism. The 
shop in Fuengirola, for example, 
relies strongly on tourism and 
there are practically no tourists at 
present. The tax-free transactions 
have fallen by about 80 per cent. 
And things are still not  stable: we 
still don’t know what is going to 
happen this winter.   
–The store in Marbella is your 
third in the province. Is that it, or 
are you planning to open more 
here? 
–We’re not ruling out opening 
more, because there is a margin 
here. In Andalucía we have 12 
stores, and with San Fernando that 
will be 13. It is the region with the 
most stores, and Malaga province 
has the third highest number af-
ter Madrid and Barcelona.  
–The production model and con-
sumption of low-cost fashion has 
been criticised because of its ef-
fects on the environment. Is it 
possible to combine fast fashion 
with sustainability?  
–Is a company that charges 20 
euros for a tee-shirt more respon-
sible than one that charges five? 
Why should what a company does 
be judged by the price of its prod-
uct? For me, low cost doesn’t 
mean low values. Our way of 
thinking is that fashion needs to 
be accessible and also responsi-
ble in terms of the environment 
and people. 

I would like to tell you every-
thing we do in that sense. A year 
and a half ago we launched our A 
Better Future project, based on 
three factors: to continue devel-
oping our organic cotton collec-
tion, reduce single-use plastics 
and promote recycled fabrics. The 
map of our suppliers is open: on 
our website you can see where our 
products are made and who makes 
them, and we carry out more than 
3,000 audits a year in our produc-
tion countries to ensure that things 
are being done properly. Those 
measures are in place. But we are 
not going to stop offering the best 
possible prices. People shouldn’t 
have to pay more for sustainable 
fashion, that wouldn’t be fair.

‘We believe in physical shops and have 
no immediate plans to sell online’

 Carlos Inacio  Director of Primark in Spain and Portugal

QUOTES

EXPANSION 

“We want to 
continue developing 
the business in 
Spain, we are very 
clear abou that” 

SUSTAINABILITY 

“Low-cost” doesn’t 
mean low values: 
people shouldn’t 
have to pay more for 
sustainable fashion”

Carlos Inacio of Primark for Spain and Portugal in the new La Cañada store in Marbella this week. JOSELE

NURIA TRIGUERO 
 



August 27th to September 2nd 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISH  11



 August 27th to September 2nd 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISH

NEWS12

The biggest high-street 
names in Spain have also 
tightened their special 
conditions for clients who 
want to be exempt from 
maintenance charges 

MALAGA. Some banks are charg-
ing their customers up to 240 
euros a year - in other words 20 
euros a month - just for having 
an account with them. The com-
missions for the most basic fi-
nancial services keep going up 
and the conditions demanded 
by some banks to exempt their 
clients from these charges are 
increasingly severe. This is the 
way the banking sector has de-
cided to increase its own income 
in a scenario of negative inter-
est rates and it is determined to 
squeeze the most out of it.    

In the first six months of this 
year all the big banks increased 
their earnings from commis-
sions, as they themselves reveal 
in their results. The five biggest 
banks in the country alone 
earned more than 10 billion 
euros just through charges and 
commissions.  

In the case of Malaga-based 
Unicaja Banco (which after fi-
nalising its merger with Liber-
bank has replaced Bankinter as 
the fifth biggest in the country), 
between January and June this 
year it earned 10.6 per cent 
more from commissions than 
in the same period last year.   

This increased income from 
commissions is not coinciden-
tal, but the result of an active 
policy of charging more and im-
posing conditions which are dif-
ficult to fulfil. There is a double 
objective to this policy: they want 
to get more of their most loyal 
customers to contract financial 
products such as insurance, 
pension plans and investment 
funds, and they want to earn 
more from customers who 
merely have an account with 
them.   

Numerous complaints 
This strategy of increasing com-
missions and making it harder 
for clients to be exempt from 
them has resulted in increased 
conflict between the banks and 
consumers. According to the 
Bank of Spain, the number of 
complaints from customers 
about current accounts rose last 
year by 49.4 per cent to 4,153. 
Most of the complaints were 
about the higher charges: the 

number almost doubled, to  
2,134. Complaints about bank 
commissions now account for 
ten per cent of the total.  

Santander 
At the end of last year the lead-
ing Spanish bank, Santander,   
began to charge 240 euros a year 
instead of 144 (in other words, 
66.7 per cent more), just for 
maintaining its One account. 
That charge applies to clients 
who do not fulfil the require-
ments for exemption: having a 
salary or pension of at least 600 
euros a month paid into their 
account, three direct debits 
every three months and paying 
with a card six times in three 
months. If a client does not ful-
fil any of those three require-
ments, they will pay 240 euros 
a year. If they only fulfil the first 
one, they will pay 120 euros and 
if they fulfil the first one and one 
of the others they won’t pay any 
account maintenance charges 
at all.  

CaixaBank 
CaixaBank is the other bank at 
the top of the list of maintenance 
charges for account holders. Since 
October 2020 it has been charg-
ing 240 euros a year. If custom-
ers don’t want to pay charges, they 
have to fulfil several require-
ments:  receive a salary of at least 
600 euros a month or a pension 
of 300 euros paid directly into 

their account, or have more than 
20,000 euros in investment funds, 
savings or pensions plans, as well 
as paying three bills through the 
account or making three pur-
chases with their card every three 
months. If they only have their 
salary or pension paid in, and no 
other products, the bank charges 
60 euros a year.   

BBVA 
In June, BBVA also tightened its 
conditions for those who want to 
avoid maintenance charges. The 
group announced that it would 
be charging 160 euros a year for 
clients who did not meet its con-
ditions, justifying the decision by 
“the economic situation follow-
ing the health crisis, and the evo-
lution of the financial markets”. 
To avoid paying commissions, 

customers have to fulfil three cri-
teria: income paid in (salary of 
more than 800 euros, pension or 
benefit of more than 300 euros, 
or periodic credits of more than 
800 euros a month), payments  
through the account (five bills in 
four months or seven credit card 
purchases in four months) and 
products (loan, mortgage, insur-
ance, investment funds, savings 
plans or insured incomes, or they  
payments of 200 euros by card 
in four months).  

Sabadell 
Sabadell, in the meantime, in-
creased its commissions for ac-
count maintenance twice last 
year, the first to 60 euros a year 
and the second to 120. To avoid 
having to pay these, clients have 
to take out some type of insur-

ance or loan or have at least 
10,000 euros in investment 
funds with the bank, as well as 
having income of at least 700 
euros a month paid directly into 
their account.  

Unicaja Banco 
In March, Unicaja Banco told its 
customers that charges were go-
ing up for those who did not ful-
fil the requirements of its Zero 
Commission Plan: a salary, pen-
sion or unemployment payment 
of 600 euros or more paid di-
rectly into the account, or regu-
lar credits of at least 7,200 euros 
a year; pay at least 1,200 euros 
a year by credit card or a mini-
mum of two operations a month 
and have an insurance policy 
through the bank, or have a 
minimum balance of 6,000 
euros in the account or in other 
products (investment funds, 
pension plans or savings). Only 
those who fulfil all these require-
ments will be exempt from com-
missions. Those who only fulfil 
some of them will pay 60 euros 
a year and those who don’t ful-
fil any of them will have to pay 
120 euros.  

In addition to the cost involved 
in having a simple bank account 
there is commission for other 
basic services such as a debit 
card. Most banks have stopped 
offering these free of charge, un-
less the client fulfils the condi-
tions listed above. 

Bank charges keep on rising and some customers 
now pay 240 euros a year just to have an account  

It has become more expensive to run a bank account recently.  SUR

NURIA TRIGUERO 
 

“This is a breeding 
ground for increased 
financial exclusion”  

For Asufin, the Association of 
Financial Users, this general-
ised policy of increasing com-
missions is “creating a breed-
ing ground for increased finan-
cial exclusion, especially for 
the most vulnerable consum-
ers, because those customers 
who don’t have enough income 

are having to pay more for hav-
ing a bank account and a credit 
card”.  

In addition there is another 
commission which has also 
gone up, which is the charge 
for being overdrawn. Although 
the rates of interest have re-
mained the same, some banks 
which did not charge a mini-
mum amount have now begun 
to do so, and the practice has 
become more widespread as a 
result. 

BUSINESS AND FINANCE



August 27th to September 2nd 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

13 NEWSBUSINESS AND FINANCE



 August 27th to September 2nd 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISH

NEWS14 SPAIN

The two US bases in 
Andalucía will be the 
temporary home for 
collaborators of the 
Americans in Afghanistan 

SUR
 

MADRID. The Spanish government 
has won praise and support from 
the EU for its handling of the  
rescue operation so far from  
Afghanistan. 

Last Saturday Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez was joined at the 
Torrejón de Ardoz airbase out-
side Madrid by the presidents of 
the European Commission and  
European Council, Ursula Von 
der Leyen and Charles Michel. 
The base is being used as a Euro-
pean hub for processing Afghan 
refugees.   

Despite initial criticism from 
the opposition over the PM’s re-
sponse to getting Spaniards and 
people that had supported Spain 
out of Afghanistan, the EU rep-
resentatives were full of praise 
for Madrid’s support.  

 “In times of need, Spain has 
shown humanity, and Spain has 
proven a great sense of solidar-
ity,” said Ursula Von der Leyen. 

Agreement with Biden 
The American government has 
also shown its support for Spain’s 
evacuation activity. On Saturday 
Sánchez spoke by phone to the 
US president, Joe Biden. Sánchez 
had previously been criticised for 
lack of contact with Biden since 
the new president came to power. 

The two leaders agreed to use  
the two military bases that Amer-
ica has in Andalucía, at Morón de 
la Frontera, in Seville province, 
and Rota, near Cadiz, to tempo-

rarily house people who had sup-
ported the US in Afghanistan. Re-
ports said that America planned 
to transfer up to 4,000 Afghan 
refugees to these two military 
bases, under the agreement, be-
fore they are transferred on to 
America or other countries.   

In a sign that the opposition 
parties were now supporting Sán-
chez’s initiatives, the president 
of the Andalusian regional gov-
ernment, Juan Moreno of the ri-
val PP party, said, “the bases of 
Rota and Morón are essential in 
the shared objective of working 
together to save the lives.” 

    Like the other western allies, 
Span said earlier this week that 
they were up against the clock to 
evacuate people with no guaran-
tee all would be go out in time.

Sánchez draws praise from the 
EU for the Afghan evacuation 

Sánchez (2nd right) with Michel (1st right) and Von der Leyen (2nd left).  EFE

J.M.L. 

CUENCA. The Guardia Civil has 
opened an investigation into the 
causes of a fire that destroyed a 
poultry farm at Villanueva de la 
Jara in Cuenca province, cen-
tral Spain, on Monday.  

Some 40,000 chickens died 
of burns or fumes, reports said 
that day. 

 One whole building was de-
stroyed and firefighters called 
to the scene managed to stop the 
flames spreading to neighbour-
ing ones.  

Second fire 
By coincidence, this is the sec-
ond fire at a chicken farm in  
the same village - with a popula-
tion of  just 2,300 - in the last 
few years. In summer 2017 an-
other fire burned a building used 
for breeding chickens. 

 Fortunately, on that occasion, 
no birds were killed as the site 
was empty, although fire spread 
rapidly when straw on the floor 
was ignited.

Some 40,000 
chickens killed in a 
fire at a poultry 
farm near Cuenca  

Malaga prepares to 
welcome a family 
evacuated from Kabul 

An Afghan family will be wel-
comed to Malaga by the Red 
Cross after being evacuated 
from Kabul. They are just a 
handful of the thousands  
trying to leave the country af-
ter the advance of the Taliban 
in response to the withdrawal 
of Western troops. The family 
group is made up of seven 
people who will be cared for 
by these NGO experts who 
have been working in similar 
situations for more than  
25 years.

Border                       

control

I
n April this year, Spain’s 
prime minister, Pedro  
Sánchez, revealed “Focus 

Africa”, his flagship plan to  
reform infrastructure and 
education in Sub Saharan  
Africa over the next decade. 
The hope is that improved 
conditions in the region will 
reduce the flow of illegal mi-
gration to Spain, specifically 
to the Canary Islands and the 
North African enclaves of 
Ceuta and Melilla on the Medi-
terranean coast. 

Despite its practical short-
comings, “Focus Africa” has 
theoretical appeal, because  
it seeks to solve a formidably 
difficult problem once and for 
all, rather than to just manage 
its effects. Paradoxically, 
though, this is also its biggest 
flaw: if the project ever 
launches - a huge “if”, given 
the amount of resources  
required and the reluctance 
of Spain’s private sector to  
invest in a notoriously corrupt 
region - it will take years, if 
not decades, to reduce migra-
tory flows from Sub Saharan 
Africa to Spain. In the mean-
time, what’s to be done about 
the crises in the Canaries, 
Ceuta and Melilla? 

Events this week have 
raised that question once 
again. On Tuesday night, a 
group of over forty migrants 
attempted to swim around  
a fenced breakwater from  
a neighbouring Moroccan 
town into Ceuta, but were 
stopped by police. Earlier  
that day, a lone survivor was 
found lying next to two dead 
bodies on an overturned boat, 
217 kilometres off the coast  
of Gran Canaria. The 30 year-
old woman told rescuers that 
she’d left North Africa with 

“about forty people”, all of 
whom are now feared dead. As 
of the end of July this year, 
7,531 migrants had arrived in 
the Canaries, more than dou-
ble the amount during the first 
seven months of 2020. 

The Spanish government 
has already started sending 
unaccompanied minors back 
from Ceuta, although human 
rights organisations have ex-
pressed concerns about the le-
gality of these group deporta-
tions. Deportations have also 
been carried out from the Ca-
naries, without having much 
impact on the number of mi-
grants living in improvised 
camps or sleeping rough. In 
May this year - a month in 
which 10,000 migrants 
crossed from Morocco into 
Ceuta - Sánchez said that 
Spain’s borders will be de-
fended “under any circum-
stance and with all the neces-
sary measures.”  

Sánchez adopted a rather 
different stance in June 2018, 
when he took in a rescue ship 
carrying 629 migrants that 
had been rejected by Italy and 
Malta.  

That same month, the So-
cialist leader also announced 
his intention to restore free 
healthcare to all undocu-
mented people arriving in 
Spain, in a reversal of cuts 
made by his Conservative 
predecessor, Mariano Rajoy.    

Whereas previously Sán-
chez flung Spain open and 
welcomed migrants with open 
arms, he’s now promising 
tighter border control and re-
turning new arrivals to places 
they’ve risked their lives try-
ing to escape. What, exactly, is 
the Socialist leader’s stance on 
migration?

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER
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GIBRALTAR 

A new study at the 
Gorham’s Cave World 
Heritage Site shows that 
crag martins have been 
using the caverns since 
the Neanderthal period 

DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. Fascinating informa-
tion was released by the Gibraltar 
National Museum this week which 
will be of interest to ornithologists 
and history lovers alike.  

It announced that a new study 
at the Gorham’s Cave complex, 
which is a World Heritage Site, has 
shown that crag martins winter-
ing in Gibraltar show remarkable 
faithfulness to their roosting caves. 
It is the first time that such a high 
degree of faithfulness has been 
demonstrated in birds over suc-

cessive years.  
Gibraltar has the largest known 

number of crag martins in the 
world; there were a record 12,000 
of these birds last winter, repre-
senting 1-2 per cent of the entire 
European population. 

In a thread on Twitter, the Mu-
seum explained that crag martins 
have used the caves at the Gor-
ham’s complex consistently since 
the Pleistocene period, when they 
shared them with the Neander-
thals. The birds gather in the caves 
in their thousands for shelter on 
winter nights.  

The study shows that not only 
do the same birds return to the 
same caves within and between 
years, but that the birds in the dif-
ferent caves differ in body condi-
tion, indicating that some of the 
caves provide better roosting sites 
than others. 

The Museum believes that these 
differences in quality of caves could 

have translated to other species 
that have used them in the past.  

The findings shed light on the 
winter ecology of a bird with a very 
long association with Gibraltar, the 
Museum said, indicating that fi-
delity and assortment may have 
evolved over thousands of years, 
which enables experts to hypothe-
sise about the relative value of the 
caves to fauna more generally. 

They also illustrate the outstand-
ing value of the Gorham’s Cave 
complex as a site for original re-
search on faunas past and present.  

Gibraltar is a haven for birds, 
and the local Ornithology and Natu-
ral History Society (GONHS) says 
at least 316 different species have 
been seen there. The most em-
blematic breeding bird is the Bar-
bary partridge, which is found no-
where else in mainland Europe. 
They are not easy to spot, but can 
sometimes be seen in the Nature 
Reserve. 

Fascinating news for ornithologists 
and history lovers this week D. BARTLETT  The emblematic  

Caleta Hotel in Catalan Bay is 
to close on 1 January next 
year and will then be demol-
ished. The hotel opened as 
the Caleta Palace in 1964 and 
has always been run as a fam-
ily business, but the idea is 
now that it will be replaced 
with a Hilton Hotel with about 
twice the capacity.  

If that plan goes ahead, the 
new hotel is expected to take 
about three years to complete. 

Speaking to a local television 
channel, the director of the ho-
tel, Bruno Callaghan, said he 
believes that, although this is 
a bittersweet situation, the new 
project will be wonderful news 
for Gibraltar because it will be 
the second internationally 
branded hotel on the Rock. The 
first was the Holiday Inn Ex-
press, which opened in 2018.  

However, news of the Caleta’s 
demolition was greeted with 
sadness and nostalgia in Gi-
braltar as many people have 
very happy memories of the 
hotel over the past  57 years. 

Caleta hotel to be 
demolished next 
year and there are 
plans to replace it 
with a Hilton

The Gorham’s Cave complex is a World Heritage Site.  SUR

D.B.   Local rower Jack Prior 
has been confirmed as a 
member of the British team 
which will compete in the Un-
der-23 European rowing 
championships in Kruszwica, 
Poland, next month, The U23 
championship will take place 
on 4 and 5 September, amid 
strict precautions regarding 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  

This will be the fifth Euro-
pean under-23 champion-
ships and athletes from 30 
countries will be competing 
to claim the European Cham-
pion title.

Local rower to 
represent Britain 
at under-23 
European 
Championships 

D.B.  The winners of the Na-
tional Celebrations ‘Our Gibral-
tar’ art competition have now 
been announced. Karl Ullger 
has won the Ministry of Cul-
ture Award of £2,000 for his 
work Shy Rock Horse Patio, 
Leslie Gaduzo received the Our 
Gibraltar Art Award of £750 
for Magenta Skies and Monica 
Popham was the winner of the 
Our Gibraltar Photography 
Award, also £750, for Orange 
Blinds. These and the other en-
tries can be seen at the Fine 
Arts Gallery on weekdays un-
til 24 September, from 10am 
to 2pm and 3pm to 6pm.    

‘Our Gibraltar’ art 
and photography 
competition 
winners receive 
their prizes

Catalan Bay.  SUR

GIBRALTAR
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Taking its toll  
 
I refer to your article (SUR in 
English, 20 August) about the 
high toll charges on the AP-
7 Costa motorway. I could not 
agree more how ridiculous it 
is and laugh at Spanish poli-
ticians idle talk of green cre-
dentials while they watch 
tourists choke fumes from 
the overcrowded   ‘free’ 
coastal main road. 

Finding a traffic jam just 

after La Cañada towards La 
Cala the other day, I was able 
to turn round in time to the 
AP-7 and leave at Calahonda 
- 4.80 euros for the privilege. 
On reaching Calahonda, the 
traffic was still stopped, so 
back on to the AP-7 to Fuen-
girola - a further 4.80 euros. 

 I deplore this unofficial tax 
on the local economy - did 
anybody notice how some of 
the cheapest tolls in your list 
are around Madrid? Fancy 
that. ALAN HUMPHRIES

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

I wanted to share my opinion about something that is cre-
ating great uncertainty for me nowadays - the stagnation 
of cinema in recent years. Have digital platforms over-
taken this great phenomenon? If we look backwards in 
time, we can see just how exciting the cinema was - that 
big screen release that you waited so long for, that smell 
of popcorn which wafted all over the place and the list of 
‘now showing’ that you eagerly waited to be updated.  

Maybe none of this has changed, right? What if it’s us 
that have actually changed? In recent years, and with new 
technology, most people have at least one digital platform 
from which to choose numerous films or series, in a cost-
effective, comfortable and contenting way. Why go to the cin-
ema indeed?  

From my point of view, it is incomparably and truly sad 
that this is happening - of course it is easier to watch a 
film in your living room but where is the sense of excitement 
in that? CELIA GALINDO

End of the big screen?

We accept letters by email - surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

N owadays, people still tell 
supermarket cashiers 
when they’d like to pay 

by card,  although it can’t be long 
before it’s those who want to use 
cash who will need to pre-state 
their intentions. 

When we opened The Shake-
speare six years ago, card pay-
ments were about 15-20% of the 
day’s takings, now it’s more like 
50-60%. People wanting to use 
money in shops will soon have to 
make the fact clear to sales staff 
who will then, presumably, need 
to wheel out a big, old, dusty cash 
register from the back room and 
open it, all the while being care-
ful not to unleash a plague of 
moths onto an unsuspecting 
neighbourhood. 

It’s not just cards either. Mo-
bile phone transactions are on 
the up, as are wrist watch pay-
ments, although the latter do tend 
to make the customer look like 

he’s arm-wrestling with a mis-
chievous, effeminate ghost. 

All of this brings me to a rather 
disconcerting episode in The 
Shakespeare the other night. 

Imagine one of those martial 
arts blokes chopping a brick in 
half and then try to picture him 
doing so in slow-motion. Now 
imagine he’s dressed in jeans and 
a jacket rather than a white suit 
with black belt and that the ‘brick’ 
is, in fact, a credit card payment 
machine - this will give you a per-
fect mind image of how some-
body settled their bill. That’s right 
- he had a chip buried under the 
skin in the side of his hand. It’s 
quite possible my face turned the 
colour of cold rice pudding as I 
witnessed all of this and matters  
weren’t improved much by the 
robotic tone of his voice. 

“I know, I’m a cyberman. It’s 
the future,” he muttered, looking 
straight through me with an un-
nerving thousand yard stare. At 

this point, I think I may have 
gulped like a cartoon character 
confronting his Nemesis. 

The next day I was giving an 
English class to some bright young 
things and I asked if any of them 
had seen anything like this be-
fore. They looked as horrified as 
I had been which, if nothing else, 
gives us hope for the future. 

There are so many questions. 
Do you wake up one morning and 
decide that today would be a good 
day to get a chip fitted? Imagine 
the scene at your GP’s surgery. 

After you’ve had a look at my 
bunions, doctor, would you mind 
referring me to the chip-fitting 
surgeon. I have this uncontrolla-
ble urge to pay for things with my 
hand. Do you think they also of-
fer a rail season ticket option?’ 

     No, sorry. Healthy progress 
is to be lauded but this is a step 
too far. Now then, I’m off for a swift 
pint or two - to be paid for in cash, 
naturally.

I see no chips

THE MUSIC MAKER 
PETER EDGERTON 
www.e-peter.com

I n August 1981, the first IBM PC, or 
rather the most influential personal 
computer of all time, was introduced. 

After just 12 months of development under 
the code name ‘Chess’, the Model 5150 was 
released. However, it paved the way for an en-
tire industry, and that way lead directly to 
Europe, especially to Great Britain and Spain. 

Not everyone knows that in the begin-
ning of the ’80s, Spain actively joined that 
new software era, and eventually became 
the second largest 8 bit computer entertain-
ment software producer in Europe. Only the 
United Kingdom was more advanced - this 
fact will surprise anybody who still associ-

ates the Spain of the ’80s with sunny resorts, 
tourist charters and sangría. 

That technological process coincided with 
the Spanish transition from the Francoist 
dictatorship to democracy. The ’80s were a 
very significant decade in Spain’s history 
politically and creatively. Revolutionary spir-
its in the world’s technology and Spain’s de-
mocracy with artistic explosion helped the 
country to become a computer power with 
creative programmers. Unsurprisingly, the 
period from 1983 to 1992 is marked in Span-
ish history as ‘edad de oro del software es-
pañol’ (the golden age of Spanish software).  

In the year 1983, the first home personal 

8 bit machines arrived in Spain, and in the 
same year the first Spanish company named 
‘Made in Spain’ was founded. It was suc-
cessful with Fred, commercialised in the 
United Kingdom as Roland on the Ropes, 
though only the Amstrad CPC version. The 
game character, Roland, was indeed a fruit-
ful cooperation of the British business mag-
nate and the founder of CEO of Amstrad 
Alan Sugar and the Spanish game designer 
Jose Luis Domínguez. 

Made in Spain was successful in creativ-
ity but not in the distribution of their soft-
ware products. So, the programmers and 
owners decided to concentrate solely on 
programming. Meanwhile, in 1986, they 
launched another company, Zigurat, which 
would be entirely dedicated to distribution. 
Eventually, all the titles by Made in Spain 
were marketed by Zigurat.  

Additionally, in that period the Spanish 
software production was enhanced with the 
launch of Bugaboo, by PACO & PACO, the 
first Spanish video game. The Spanish Di-

namic Software, Topo Soft, Opera Soft were 
also known on the world’s market. 

However, the disappearance of the 8 bit 
technology and its replacement by the 16 
bit machines lead to the end of ‘The Golden 
Age’.  

Nevertheless, Spain remains a place where 
software is still developed. As for comput-
ers, Spain indeed has its own computer 
brands. One of them is Primux, a Galician 
company, known for its desktops and lap-
tops, designed in Spain though now manu-
factured abroad. Very light ultraportables 
but with spectacular features, Slimbooks 
are assembled and designed in Spain with 
Linux OS. Amongst others, Vant and Moun-
tain deserve to be mentioned. 

Malaga is also a part of software-Spain. 
The city hosts the headquarters of Kaiju 
Games, which for 20 years have been work-
ing on national and international titles for 
PC, consoles and mobiles. Fraxel Games 
and Altivasoft are also contributing to 
Malaga’s fame for software.

ALEKK M.  SAANDERS

Software in the sun -forty 
years of the PC in Spain 
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W
hen a hotel owner in 
one of the villages on 
the border between 

Malaga and Cadiz provinces told  
me that he closes everything in 
August because of hot weather 
and temperatures often soaring 
as high as 40C, I started looking 
for other locations to enjoy my 
holiday. It was logical to head 
north to find somewhere cooler 
and definitely with some moun-
tains to enjoy peace and quiet.  

Finally, my travels brought me 
to the rugged centre of Portugal, 
another country but with a land-
scape similar to Andalucía’s, 
though more pleasant with much 
cooler temperatures. 

On the road 
Entering Portugal was actually 
unnoticeable. If you miss a hum-
ble Portugal sign along a quite 
road, you will only realise later, 
thanks to other signs and posters 
written in Portuguese. And of 
course my watch changed time, 
(our neighbours live like in Brit-
ain with GMT), and big black bull 
signs appearing from time to time 
at the roadside were  suddenly 
substituted for huge black hens. 
The anticipated border check 
never came despite the Covid-19 
restrictions and worsening situa-

tion this summer. Better than ex-
pected were some toll roads - the 
car seemed to be having its de-
tails scanned but without any 
charges being levied. 

The signs indicated that Lisbon 
and Porto were not so far away 
but there was no need to go to the 
Atlantic coast. The idea was to find 
peace and harmony, and any 
coastal areas are, in August, full 
of people. The road was rising to 
the sky and stars were greeting 
me with their twinkling presence 
- soon I saw a sign welcoming me 
to Serra da Estrela Natural Park 
(Star Mountain Natural Park). 

A British brand on the top 
This park is notable for continen-
tal Portugal’s highest peak (about 
2,000m), Torre. The name comes 

courtesy of a tower. The obser-
vatory and landscape with 

ski slopes is reminiscent 
of the top of our Sierra Ne-
vada, although the name 
Torre at first conjures up 
images of Torre del Mar 
and Torremolinos, which 

are  often called just 
‘Torre’. 
However, in comparison to 

the Costa del Sol resorts, Torre 
was almost bare - there were only 
about 40 cars parked with inter-

national plates - mostly from Lux-
embourg, Belgium, France and 
Germany. 

In summer Torre is popular for 
those who want to trek, enjoy lakes 
and valleys and ravine-scarred 
countryside, or just have a nice 
lunch or visit a small mall con-
taining a dozen shops selling 
plenty of leather products and 
other souvenirs and typical local 
produce.  

Prices for local sheepskin boots 
are about 20 euros and for a 
woolly hat you will pay just five 
euros. A quite airy restaurant wel-
comes everyone who wants to try 
their local dishes. There are much 
more people in winter when its 
Vodafone Ski Resort opens. Inci-
dentally, the ski resort got such a 
name in 2005, when the British 
mobile telecommunications com-
pany Vodafone started sponsor-
ing the Portuguese winter resort  
and making improvements there. 

On the road from the top of 
Torre you come to a small village 
named Sabugueiro, often consid-
ered the highest village as it is ac-
tually the nearest to the Torre 
peak. Sabugueiro is somewhat 
commercialised thanks to the ski 
resort. The main road that passes 
the village, with a popula-
tion of fewer than 500, is 

A cooler 
alternative 
in Portugal

 Serra da Estrela Natural Park.  
Within a few hours of the Costa 
del Sol you can enjoy much lower  
summer temperatures and even 
low-priced accommodation and 
food in a mountain range with  
authentic and calming village life 

ALEKK M. 
SAANDERS

 A natural pool.   A.M.S.
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T�� Tranquil-

lity. View of a 
sunset from a ru-
ral house.  A. M. S.

lined by souvenir shops of-
fering gastronomic special-

ties as well as clothes and shoes.  
Additionally, there are five or 

six restaurants serving local food 
prepared as it is meant to be. It is 
important that all ingredients 
come from a farm and orchard. 
Goat stew with cabbage and boiled 
potatoes is typical. It is easy to 
work out what each dish is and 
they are reasonably priced. Local 
red wine, served at the table, will 
cost you four euros a bottle. 

Rural tourism aims to enable 
everyone to have a more direct 
and genuine contact with agricul-
ture and local traditions through 
home-based accommodation in 
a rural and family environment. 
Sabugueiro’s guest houses offer 
well-equipped rooms with im-
pressive kitchens. For example, 
Casas Da Ribeirinha are privately-
owned stately manors that com-
bine tradition and exclusivity with 
home comforts.  

Everything is surrounded by 
beautifully designed gardens, 
vineyards, fruit orchards and 
woodlands. In the morning you 
will hear cockerels crowing and 
sometimes the bells of the local 
church. For bigger families or 
groups, the larger hostel Abrigo 
da Montanha is a good choice. The 
price in summer ranges from 30 
to 45 euros with breakfast  
included. 

Food, people and animals 
The essence of living in a small 
village, where everybody knows 
each other, is to be closer to peo-
ple by just sitting on the street 
with coffee and watching the lo-
cal routine and practise Portu-
guese greetings. So, my advice is 
to have breakfast in a local cafe-
teria where you get very delicious 
coffee for 90 cents (they drink 
mostly strong coffee in small cups) 

and a sandwich made with local 
goat cheese or ham.  

Incidentally, local bread is 
something special in this region. 
Sabugueiro has even a commu-
nity oven, a place full of genera-
tional history. Over the years, it 
was used by almost all the fami-
lies of the parish to bake bread 
named Pão do Sabugueiro. Even 
today it is possible to watch many 
inhabitants who arrive there with 
the trays on their heads to bake 
the tasty bread. If you daren’t bake 
your own, then pop out every 
morning around 9.30am to the 
street where the baker comes and 
offers his bread, buns and differ-
ent sweets filled with typical  
cream for sale. For example, two 
croissants with egg cream cost 
1.20 euros. There is also a bread 
museum in a neighbouring vil-
lage as well. 

People are much calmer and 
they impress you with inner shy-
ness. Humble would be a word to 
describe the life of locals.  To get  
even closer to the peace and quiet, 
I decided to experience local 
beauty and bathing spots. The 
area is covered with giant rocks 
and small lakes whose banks are 
adopted as inland beaches. 

The water is quite cool and in-
deed similar to the water of the 
Alboran Sea of the Costa del Sol, 
though without the salt. Inciden-
tally, water wells are everywhere. 
And local people still go to the 
wells to fill bottles with tasty wa-
ter. It is actually bottled in local 
factories but it is not as famous 
as Lanjarón. 

Rural tourism is also about ani-
mals. Here you can meet herds of 
goats and flocks of sheep every-
where. The most peculiar thing is 
the local shepherd dog. Sabu-
gueiro is in fact known to be one 
of the main breeding sites of this 
famous canine, whose image is 
portrayed on many of the souve-
nirs. In the village you can find a 
dog shelter and even places where 
you can buy puppies. They are 
everywhere. Nevertheless it looks 
like they aren’t used much to herd 
sheep -  they guard the streets of 
the village, walking around or just 
lying in the middle of the road. 
Unsurprisingly, the doors of the 
houses are almost never locked. 

Restrictions 
Portugal made it mandatory this 
summer to show a vaccination 
certificate before hotel check-in, 
although only in some places were 
the QR codes actually scanned. It 
seems that the Portuguese are 
flexible. 

Incidentally, to enter restaurants 
you are also required to show the 
certificate, though this is only at 
weekends. Other days there were 
no restrictions. At the same time, 
no fruit shops and even supermar-
kets told you to use gloves when 
selecting fruits. In the local, big su-
permarket the butcher selected 
meat with bare hands, and even 
some public wells are equipped 
with a hanging copper mug on a 
chain to share with anybody who 
wants to drink fresh water.

 2,000 m. Torre 

is the highest  
peak in mainland 

Portugal.                  

A.M. SAANDERS 
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Boating.  Electric yachts:                             
a sustainable revolution  for 

healthier seas P24

Vehicles.  How the motoring 
sector and others are shifting 

towards cleaner energy P26

Bike Philosophy.  A company 
specialised in all things to do with 

bikes and e-Bikes P27

Green solutions

Amid justifiable fears about climate change, 
the sector is moving ahead with electric 

vehicles to help reduce pollution
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MOTOR
  

SUR IN ENGLISH



August 27th to September 2nd 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISH24

MARBELLA 
PUERO BANÚS.  Like the auto-
motive industry, the boating sec-
tor has for some years now been 
moving towards the develop-
ment of alternatives to reduce 
CO2 emissions. Numerous ship-
yards around the world, mainly 
in Canada, the United States, 
Russia, Sweden and other Nor-
dic countries, have been work-
ing on the manufacture of sus-
tainable boats and now offer a 
wide range of hybrid and elec-
tric boats that are already being 
marketed in the main sailing des-
tinations. 

Few marinas in Spain encour-
age the promotion and distri-
bution of sustainable boats, but 
demand is growing among both 
clients and yacht owners, as well 
as charter companies. One of the 
marinas that already operates 
sales and distribution of this type 
of boat is Puerto Banús, which 
has created the Volta Banús 
brand in collaboration with Volta 
Yachts to exclusively offer and 
market zero-emission boats for 
Andalusia, Morocco, Tunisia and 
adjacent areas. 

Their range of zero-emission 
boats is so extensive that they 
currently offer yachts, catama-

rans, jet skis and motorboats 
that incorporate sustainable 
technology to enjoy sailing in 
electric mode, the advantages 
of which go beyond environmen-
tally-friendly mobility. 

One of the pioneering ship-
yards in the development of lux-
ury electric yachts is Greenline 
Yachts. Their range offers a 
choice of hybrid, 100% electric 
or diesel options, with low-main-
tenance vessels that save time 
and money while providing 
maximum comfort and luxury in 
their interiors. They come with 
solar panels as standard to gen-
erate all the power they need 
and are available in sizes from 
33ft (10.05m) to 48ft (14.63m). 

Another type of smaller boat 
with avant-garde designs are, 
for example, those offered by 

the Swedish shipyard X Shore, 
known worldwide as the Tesla 
of the nautical industry. In ad-
dition to creating 100% electric 
boats, they provide the best tech-
nology for navigation, have an 
exclusive and luxurious design, 
and are capable of reaching 
speeds of up to 40 knots (74 
km/h). 

The X Shore’s battery provides 
a range of up to 100 miles (185 
km), and two hours of sailing at 
a cruising speed of 25 knots (46 
km/h). 

But one of the great advantages 
of electric mobility in boats, as in 
cars, is that they have silent en-
gines. The Silent Yachts are an ex-
ample of this. 

They are so-called because they 
are entirely silent boats, and they 
can travel more than 100 miles 
(161 km) a day without any type 
of fuel. Thanks to their SILENT 
system, the sun is their main 
source of energy for their move-
ment in electric mode, as well 
as for all the domestic needs in-
side. 

A Silent 64 has even crossed 
the Atlantic Ocean! Yes, these so-
lar-powered catamarans are one 
of the main sustainable sailing op-
tions, as they have managed to 
cover more than 100,000 miles 
in full autonomy, proving their re-

liability and responsiveness all 
over the world and in all kinds of 
weather conditions. 

But this new world of electric 
yachts and boats also has options 
for the more adventurous, who en-
joy speed on the sea; the Narke jet 
ski is one such example. These jet 
skis are one of the greatest inno-
vations made in the nautical world. 
Ultralight and resistant, these sus-
tainable jet skis are made of car-
bon fibre and reach speeds of up 
to 30 knots with zero emissions. 

Sustainable sailing is undoubt-
edly gaining more and more 
strength among sea lovers, and the 
features they offer in terms of 
autonomy, performance, speed 
and comfort are so interesting that 
their distribution points are already 
experiencing significant over-de-
mand.

ELECTRIC YACHTS:  

A REVOLUTION IN 

SUSTAINABLE BOATING

PUERTO BANÚS

The Silent Yacht can travel more than 100 miles (161 km) a day without any type of fuel. PUERTOBANÚS

«Few marinas in 
Spain encourage  
the promotion and 
distribution of 
sustainable boats»

« One of the marinas 
that already operates 
sales and distribution  
of this type of boat is 
Puerto Banús, which 
has created the Volta 
Banús brand»

Greenline Yacht, available in dimensions from  
33 feet (10.05 m) to 48 feet (14.63 m). PUERTOBANÚSThe technological evolution of watercraft has brought 

about yachts, catamarans, motorboats and jet skis in 
hybrid or zero-emission versions.

The Narke jet ski models are 4 meters long and have capacity  
for 3 passengers and includes a smart screen with navigation  
and weather functions. PUERTO BANÚS

« Their range offers  
a choice of hybrid, 
100% electric or diesel 
options, with  
low-maintenance 
vessels that save  
time and money»
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L
ast month, the European 
Commission announced a 
plan for all new vehicles to 

be emission-free by 2035 and 
urged member states to install 
charging and fuelling points at 
regular intervals on main roads to 
facilitate the use of ‘green’ vehi-
cles: it recommends charging sta-
tions every 60 kilometres for elec-
tric-powered vehicles and hydro-
gen fuelling points every 150 kilo-
metres. The 2035 limit set by this 
ambitious new proposal is five 
years earlier than the deadline un-

der Spain’s Climate Change Law  
“The fossil fuel economy has 

reached its limit. We want to leave 
the next generation a healthy 
planet, with good employment and 
a growth that does not damage our 
nature. The European Green Pact 
is our strategy for growth which 
advances towards a decarbonised 
economy. Europe was the first con-
tinent to declare itself climatically 
neutral by 2050 and now we are 
the first to put a road map on the 
table. Europe is basing its climate 
policies on innovation, investment 

and social compensation,” said 
European Commission president 
Ursula von der Leyen.   

A ban on petrol and diesel cars 
14 years from now sounds a rather 
daunting challenge, but the move 
towards alternative sources of 
power, including biodiesel, elec-
tricity, ethanol, hydrogen, natural 
gas and propane, has been pro-
gressing for some time. In fact in 
Bilbao at the moment Repsol, Bil-
bobus and Alsa are testing the use 
of HVO, an advanced, 100 per cent 
renewable biofuel produced from 

residues, on a fleet of 12 buses.  
They expect a reduction of 300 

tonnes of CO2 during the four 
months the pilot scheme is 

in operation.  
The range of alterna-

tives can be somewhat 
bewildering to those who 
have filled their vehicles 
with petrol or diesel all 
their lives, but most peo-

ple will be aware of hybrid 
and electric options by now. 

These have also increased in 
popularity in recent years and 

they have a major role to play in 
the shift towards greener energy.  

A hybrid car combines a con-
ventional combustion engine, 
which is usually powered by pet-
rol, and an electric motor. The en-
gine charges the car’s batteries, 
and the electric motor comes into 
play when extra power is needed, 
such as during acceleration. Many 
can run on electric-only power for 
short distances, and are therefore 
useful on local drives. There are 
also plug-in versions, where the 
battery can be charged from an 
electric outlet such as a public 
charge point or even from a socket 
in your garage.   

There are different types of elec-
tric vehicles, but the type that is 
most likely to spring to mind is the 
battery version, known as a BEV. 
Instead of having a petrol or die-
sel engine, these have an electric 
motor powered by batteries, which, 
like the hybrids, can be charged at 
home or at a public charging point. 
The attraction of these is that they 
have zero emissions, but the dis-
tance they can travel between 
charges varies and depends on a 

number of factors, including the 
size of the battery, and can range 
from 100 to 500 kilometres.  

On your e-bike 
Many people who are already cy-
cling instead of using a car or pub-
lic transport have welcomed the 
introduction of electric bicycles, 
or e-bikes, which have numerous 
advantages over the traditional 
type of bike and are also good for 
the environment because they are 
zero-emission. They are likely to 
encourage others to take to two 
wheels, as well, because they in-
volve less physical effort than an 
ordinary bike, enable you to travel 
greater distances and climb steep 
hills. E-bikes still provide good ex-
ercise and unlike a car, e-bikes 
don’t get stuck in traffic jams. E-
cyclists can also access areas which 
would be impossible on a tradi-
tional bike.  

Not just vehicles  
It is important to note that vehi-
cles are not the only culprits when 
it comes to atmospheric contami-
nation, and there are some very 
positive moves in other sectors to 
move towards cleaner power  
alternatives.  

In 2018, the International Mari-
time Organization committed the 
sector to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from ships by at least 
50 per cent by 2050 and it encour-
aged the use of alternative fuels, 
fully electric and hybrid systems. 
There have been some major ad-
vances recently in the marine lei-
sure industry, especially with the 
introduction of hybrid systems for 
jet skis and yachts.   

A hybrid yacht can be propelled 
by two different energy sources, 
usually a combination of diesel and 
electric systems. They have the op-
tion of running on diesel, battery 
power or both at the same time. 
Not only do hybrid systems keep 
the atmosphere and the sea cleaner 
through fewer emissions, but they 
reduce fuel consumption and are 
quieter - a hybrid motor yacht is 
as silent as a sailing boat when it 
runs in zero-emission mode. This 
enhances the onboard experience 
and reduces external noise pollu-
tion. When in port, the fact that it 
is not necessary to run off full en-
gine power is another advantage.  

Another reason that hybrid sys-
tems are becoming popular is that 
electric propulsion alone has a 
much lower range than the tradi-
tional diesel system.  However, 
there is another benefit to those 
who use hybrid and electric nau-
tical systems, as they can venture 
into protected natural areas around 
the world where diesel-powered 
vessels are not permitted.  

Amid the very justifiable doom 
and gloom about the climate cri-
sis and future, it is encouraging 
to see how much progress has 
been made already and impor-
tant to note that even more inno-
vative solutions are on the way.

A person on an electric bicycle in the centre of a city.  SUR

 Going green.  There are different 
types of electric vehicles, but 
the type that is most likely to 
spring to mind is the battery 
version, known as a BEV                                

Towards 
cleaner  
energy

DEBBIE BARTLETT

       

S   Motoring sec-

tor and others.  
More and more bi-
cycles, motorcy-

cles, cars and boats 
use electrical en-
ergy.
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Javier García is the one of the 
three directors of Bike Philo-
sophy, a company with shops in 
Marbella, Vélez-Málaga and Má-
laga, specialised in all things to 
do with bikes and e-Bikes. Ja-
vier has been running the Mar-
bella shop for fifteen years. Bike 
Philosophy is formed by three 
independent cycle businesses 
that joined forces in 2017 to be-
come the largest cycle shop in 
Andalucía.   
What made you combine the 
three stores into one company? 
We decided to form Bike Philo-
sophy because we were three 
people who had the same busi-
ness model: expert advice, an ex-
tensive range of products and an 
excellent and dedicated after-sa-
les department. 
How have things been since the 
merger in 2017? 
Although we merged in 2017, we 
didn’t start trading as Bike Phi-
losophy until 2018. In our first 
year, we had a turnover of appro-

ximately 2,500,000 Euros. We 
have had steady annual growth of 
20% and we hope to end this 
year with a 40% increase on the 
previous year’s sales.  Lockdown 
in 2020 was difficult, but once 
we reopened in May things have 
just been crazy. People, I think, 
wanted to get out of the house 
and cycling has become even 
more popular. Fresh air and so-
cial distancing; what more could 
you ask for?  We took the risk of 
buying in more stock, whilst other 
companies were selling off their 
products, and it has definitely 
paid off. There is such a demand 
for bicycles and e-Bikes that ma-
nufacturers are taking a lot lon-
ger to deliver, so the only way to 

be able to offer clients what they 
want is by having a lot of bicy-
cles in our shops.  
Our webpage: www.bikephilo-
sophy.es has also made a huge 
difference. It gives us interna-
tional visibility and means that 
clients can see our full product 
range from the comfort of their 
sofa; although most people still 
prefer to visit our stores for per-
sonal, expert advice and ideas. 
What is the difference between 
Bike Philosophy and other more 
traditional bike shops? 
I think all our competitors offer 
a good service and try to offer the 
best service to their clients.  We 
are the biggest cycle-shop net-
work in Andalucía, so we have a 

team of more than ten mecha-
nics and twelve sales people. We 
have more than 250 bikes in the 
shop and all the accessories our 
clients could need.  We also rent 
out bikes for holiday-makers who 
want to visit the area. 
Why have you invested so hea-
vily in e-Bikes? Why are they so 
popular? 
E-Bikes are for everyone, from 
six-year-olds to eighty-year-olds. 
They are so many advantages. 
You can decide on the level of 
exercise you want and adjust the 
e-Bike accordingly. An e-Bike 
has the same maintenance re-
quirements as any other bike. 
With a 500w battery; you can 
have 50-60 kilometres of auto-

nomy and can decide how fast 
you want to go and how much 
“help” you need. Everyone wants 
to exercise, but a lot of people 
don’t want to arrive to work, a 
party or someone’s house cove-
red in sweat. A lot of people, who 
had stopped cycling, have redis-
covered the joy of the sport 
thanks to e-Bikes. 
How do you see the next year? 
We are all very positive about the 
future. Business is booming and 
we are delighted that we have 
so many happy clients. We live 
in a privileged area and our 
clients arrive with a smile on their 
face, a need to exercise outdo-
ors and the desire to discover 
the beauty of our region. 

BIKE PHILOSOPHY

“E-Bikes are for everyone, 
from six-year-olds  

to eighty-year-olds”

WE TALK TO. Javier García, one of Bike Philosophy’s three directors

Javier García. B. P.

 “We are all very positive 
about the future. 
Business is booming...”
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GARDENING

Itea virginica is commonly called 
Virginia sweetspire and is a 
rounded deciduous shrub with 
graceful, arching branches. From 
late spring until autumn it pro-
duces fragrant racemes of white, 
star-shaped flowers and, as the 
temperatures drop, the leaves 
start to turn shades of red, yellow 
and maroon, providing all year 
round interest.  

The genus Itea has around 
ten species of small trees and 
shrubs native to North Amer-
ica commonly called 
sweetspires. It usually is found 
growing in damp areas, along-
side rivers and in boggy 
ground but Itea is moderately 
drought tolerant once it is  
established.  

A layer of 

thick mulch around the base 
will help to retain moisture 
during the drier months of the 
year. 

For the best blooms and 
autumn colour, Itea virginica 
needs four to six hours of sun-
light a day, preferably in a po-
sition which receives dappled 
shade or full shade from mid-
day onwards. 

It is not fussy about soil 
type and will even grow 

in saturated ground 
around a pond for 

example.  
When mature it 

will form a large 
shrub approxi-
mately two metres 
by two metres. 

The greenish-
white, scented 

blooms attract bees 
and butterflies and will 

last around five weeks be-
fore forming light-tan col-
oured seed heads.  

The seed is rarely viable but 
Itea virginica can be propa-
gated from softwood cuttings 
dipped in a hormone rooting 
compound in spring, or by 
root division.  

In damp ground it can be-
come invasive as it sends out 
suckers which can eventually 
colonise large areas. This is 
rarely a problem in drier soils 
though and any unwanted 
plants growing from suckers 
can be simply cut off.  

The suckering habit of Itea 
virginica makes it a popular 
plant for preventing soil ero-
sion and stabilising slopes.  

It is also used for informal 
hedging and some of the 
dwarf cultivars such as Shir-
ley’s Compact which is ap-
proximately 45 cm tall when 
mature and Merlot (around a 
metre tall), can be grown in 
large containers.

Virginia sweetspire

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Itea virginica in autumn and in flower (inset).   WIKIMEDIA / FLICKR

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

The genus Ceiba is native to tropical and subtropical areas of the 
Americas and West Africa and it seems to like it in Malaga too. It is 
commonly called the kapok tree as the cotton-like fluff from 
around the seeds was once used in life jackets and stuffing for soft 
toys. The photo was sent in by Caroline Sellers.

Kapok tree
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 CAROLINE SELLERS

This photo of a Brugmansia, or angels’ trumpets as it is commonly 
called, was sent in by Soledad Naval Roldán who has it growing on 
her balcony in Fuengirola.

Angels’ trumpets

 SOLEDAD NAVAL ROLDÁN 
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T
hey were two of the 
highest profile arrests 
of the summer, yet the 

operation was conducted with 
such efficiency that hardly a 
soul at the San Fermín hotel 
in Benalmádena, Malaga, re-
alised that history was being 
made right on their doorstep. 

Around midday on 27 
August 2001, some 20 mem-
bers of the Guardia Civil de-
tained two suspected ETA ter-
rorists, Eneko Balanzategi and 

Izate Etxebamia, as they were 
attempting to flee the hotel in 
their car.  

Balanzategi, 25, and Etxe-
bamia, 26, had arrived in 
Benalmádena a week earlier 
and been masquerading as 
holidaymakers, blending in 
with the other mostly Spanish 
guests enjoying a break on the 
Costa del Sol. 

Although some of the hotel 
clients reported having seen 
the young couple around, very 
few witnessed the arrest.  

And in the end, the most re-
liable testimony for the flocks 
of journalists who arrived later 
on the scene came from a 
young girl, who told them: 
“They were handcuffed and 
the police took them away. A 
policeman told me that they 
had stolen items in one of the 

hotel rooms and were being 
taken away for that.” 

Rumour and confusion fol-
lowed, spawned by the uncer-
tain circumstances.  

Juan Fraile, then-President 
of the Diputación de Malaga, 
even said he had information 
suggesting that Balanzetgi and 
Etxebamia were connected to 
an attempted car bombing the 
previous summer at Malaga 

airport.  
However, police sources later 

stated that the fingerprints of 
the detainees did not match, 
casting doubt over the politi-
cian’s theory. 

Upon arrest, Balanzetgi and 
Etxebamia were accused of col-
laboration and belonging to an 
armed gang, namely ‘comando 
Barcelona’, one of the most ac-
tive ETA groups in history. Key 

members of commando Bar-
celona had been detained just 
three days previously, catalys-
ing a series of 12 arrests in a 
fortnight.  

Unfortunately, this did not 
signal the end of ETA, which 
went on to carry out one of its 
most devastating attacks – a 
car bomb in Madrid, on 6 No-
vember 2001, that left 95 in-
jured. 

ETA terrorists disguised 
as tourists detained in 
Benalmádena

Terrorista Terrorist 
Arresto Arrest 

Verano Summer 

Operación Operation 

Detenido Detained 

Mediodía Midday 

Sospechoso Suspected 

Periodista Journalist 

Cliente Client/Customer 

Pareja Couple 

Esposado Handcuffed 

Policía Police 

Habitación Room 

Rumor Rumour 

Coche bomba Car bomb 

Aeropuerto Airport 

Huella dactilar Fingerprint 

Herido Injured

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E27 AUGUST 2001

A bomb went off in Benalmádena port 7 years later, in 2008.  REUTERS

Eneko Balanzategi and 
Izate Etxebamia were 
arrested after other 
members of the 
organisation talked

i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page

LAURENCE CRUMBIE



30 August 27th to September 2nd 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISHWHAT TO DO Sponsored  

by

EXHIBITIONS 

Udo Burkhardt   
RONDA. Until 30 October. Cafe 

Blanco y Negro, C/Pozo. 
An exhibition by German artist Udo 
Berkhardt. 

Collective exhibition 
GAUCÍN. Until 31 August, Town Hall, 

C/Convento. 
Sixteen artists are currently exhibit-
ing their work, which includes paint-
ing, sculpture, photography, ceramics 
and prints. 

Studio exhibition 
GAUCÍN. Until 31 August, Saturdays 

and Sundays. La Huerta, C/Convento. 
Three artists, Silvia Franco, Christine 
Spencer Green and Jennifer Water-
house are displaying their works in 
their studios. Works include painting , 
sculpture and prints. 

Indalecio Pérez 
ESTEPONA. Until 28 August. Casa de 

Las Tejerinas, Plaza de las Flores. 
Exhibition of sculptures by artist 
Indalecio Pérez entitled Fragmentos.  

Sholeh Abghari Gallery  

MARBELLA. Until 31 August. Sholeh 

Abghari Gallery, Avda Ricardo Sori-

ano, 72A. 
The art gallery is exhibiting a Sum-
mer Art Show with works by a selec-
tion of artists.  

Nacho Hercuejo 
BENAHAVÍS. Until 30 September. 

Centro Social. 
Local man, José Ignacio Hernández, 
artistically known as Nacho Hercuejo, 
will be exhibiting a selection of his 
sculptures in the exhibition entitled 
Luz Y Ferro. www.nachohercuejo.com  

María José Paneque 
MIJAS. Until 30 August. Casa Museo 

de Mijas. 
An exhibition of paintings by María 
José Paneque. 

Legends of Sport  
FUENGIROLA. Until 19 September, 

Tues -Sun 6-10pm. Museo de Fuengi-

rola. 
The exhibition includes around 500 
items linked to legendary sports per-
sonalities including a Ferrari racing 
car driven by Alonso. 

Acuamálaga 
BENALMÁDENA. Until 31 August. 

Castillo El Bil Bil. 
Ten local members of the Association 

of watercolourists of Andalucía 
(Acuamálaga) are holding an exhibi-
tion of their works. 

Centro Antonio Reyna Manescau 
COÍN. 3D museum tour. 
The Centro Antonio Reyna Manescau, 
dedicated to the 19th-century Coín-
born painter, has opened its doors to 
the whole world by creating a virtual 
tour of its exhibition rooms. Find the 
link halfway down the page on 
http://turismocoin.com/ 

Malaga Picasso Museum 
MALAGA. Museo Picasso Málaga, 

Calle San Agustín.  

It is possible to see works from the 
Meret Oppenheim exhibition in the 
museum on the website 
www.museopicassomalaga.org under 
‘exposiciones digitales’. 
Hilando Diseño. An enormous tapes-
try mural of colourful squares cre-
ated by over 500 students in primary 
and secondary schools, art and col-
lege students as well as vulnerable 
adults in care homes in Malaga.  
Metamorfosis. Until September. An 
exhibition of around one hundred 
paintings, ceramics, drawings  and 
bronzes by artist Miquel Barceló will 
be on display.  
www.museopicassomalaga.org. 

Colección del Museo Ruso 
MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 

Sor Teresa Prat. 
Temporary exhibitions. Until 12 
October. The two temporary exhibi-
tions currently at the museum are 
Iván Konstantínovich Aivazovsky and 

the Russian sea painters which 
includes 26 of Aivazovsky’s own 
works and 13 of other famous sea-
scape artists such as Konstantín 
Krugovijin, Aleksandr Dórogov, 
Alekséi Bogoliubov, Konstantín 
Istomin, Vasili Shujaev, Borís Yákov-
lev, Vasili Meshkov and Izraíl Lizak.   

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
MALAGA. CAC Málaga. C/Alemania.  
Pasión II. Permanent collection. From 
the collection of Carmen Riera on 
permanent loan to the CAC. 
Franz West. Until 29 August. The 
exhibition Últimas Decadas, cele-
brates the work of this Austrian artist 
who died in 2012. It consists of 35 
works that reflect humour and irony. 
The sculptures are made of a variety 
of materials including plaster, papier 
maché, polyester resin and alumin-
ium. 
Cindy Sherman. Until 24 October. 
Cindy Sherman: an interview (1980-
1981) is a short ten minute film in 
which the American photographer 
talks about the different aspects 
relating to her works, her creative 
process and inspiration.   
Don Bergland.Until 12 September. 
Canadian artist Don Bergland is 
exhibiting The Silence of Eternity, the 
first time this artist has exhibited in a 
European museum. His surreal works 
are created digitally and enhanced 
with pigments on canvas.  
MALAGA. CAC Málaga - La Coracha. 

Museo del Patrimonio Municipal. 

Aixa Portero. Until 19 September. 
Pax Natura is the first solo exhibition 
by this Malaga artist in a Spanish 

museum. The works on display were 
completed between 2015 and 2021.  

Impresionistas 
MALAGA. Until 5 September. Muelle 

Uno.  
An immersive exhibition organised by 
Art Apart which displays the most 
famous works of impressionist artists 
on gigantic screens. It includes works 
by Monet, Cézanne, Manet, Gauguin, 
Renoir, Van Gogh, Morisot, 
Degas, Monet, Pissarro and Tou-
louse-Lautrec. The exhibition is in 
Spanish and English. Tickets: 
https://impresionistasexpo.com/ 

Javier Garcerá  
MALAGA. Until 16 October. Galería 

Isabel Hurley. 
Y En Mi Jardín is an exhibition by 
Valencian artist Javier Garcerá. Each 
of the works are made from silk using 
techniques that, depending on where 

one stands, invite you to view the 
works from different perspectives.  

Octavio Colis 
MALAGA. Until 15 September, Salas 

Mingorance, Archivo Municipal, 

Alameda Principal, 23. 
Forty-seven works including paint-
ings, drawings, sculpture etc make up 
this exhibition by Octavio Colis. One 
of the paintings is dedicated to the 
colours of Malaga wines. 

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 10am - 

8pm Tuesday to Sunday. 

Collection. Until 15 September. To 
celebrate the tenth anniversary of 
the Museum there is an exhibition of 
works by Rusydael, Canaletto, Frie-
drich, Corot, Degas, Toulouse-
Lautrec, Pissaro, Picasso, Matisse, 
Munch, Nolde, Goncharova and Ste-
panova among others. 
The past collections of the Thyssen 
museum can be viewed online at 
www.carmenthyssenmalaga.org 

Noelia García Bandera 
MALAGA. Until 3 September. Estudio 

de Ignacio del Río, C/San Lorenzo. 
Malaga photographer Noelia García 
Bandera is showing a selection of her 
work in this exhibition entitled El 
Jardín. 

Flamenco en Negro 
ARCHIDONA. Until 12 September. 

Auditorio Municipal, Plaza Ochavada. 
Exhibition of black and white photo-
graphs of flamenco performers by 
José Ramón Zapata ‘Zacha’.  

Coby Bloemsma  
NERJA. Until 19 September, Wed to 

Sat, 5-10.30pm, Sun from 2 to 6pm. 

Hostal Alegre. 
An exhibition of all new art works by 
the Dutch artist Coby Bloemsma 
including colourful abstracts and 
objects made from recycled materi-
als. 
EL MORCHE. From 24 September 

until 20 October. Bio Beach Club. 

Botticelli’s Venus in a map dress with 
plastic wings or Klimt’s Judith hover-
ing above a city are just two exam-
ples of the exhibition entitled The 
Collage Collection by Torrox based 
artist Coby Bloemsma. 

La Vuelta a Ítaca de María 
Zambrano 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Until 2 November. 

Palacio del Marqués de Beniel and 

Centro de Estudios de El Exilio. 
The exhibition consists of over fifty 
pieces including photos, sculpture, 

The Brothers in Band 
tribute show has been 
endorsed by Dire 
Straits’ guitarist Mark 
Knopfler

 

TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. A tribute concert 
at the municipal auditorium in 
Benalmádena will present a 
night of the music of legendary 
rock band Dire Straits on 
Friday 10 September. Part of 
the Festival of Legends cycle, 
the concert will be performed 
by Brothers in Band, a Spanish 
tribute group that recreates the 
huge repertoire of songs of 
Mark Knopfler’s band from 
1978 until its dissolution at the 
beginning of the 90s. 

Brothers in Band have been 
performing their tribute to one 
of the biggest British rock 
bands of the 80s for more than 
12 years, taking their show to 
Germany, France, Luxembourg 
and Portugal. The eight-piece 
band are currently in the mid-
dle of a Spanish tour, which 
will take them to Seville, Ma-
drid, Barcelona, Bilbao and 
Mallorca.   

Considered the best Dire 
Straits tribute band, (the show 
has been endorsed by Mark 
Knopfler), the concert will pre-
sent some of the band’s most 
celebrated hits, including Sul-
tans of Swing, Romeo and Ju-
liet, Money for Nothing and 
Telegraph Road.   

The band have built a repu-
tation on their ability to repro-
duce the unique stripped-down 
sound of Dire Straits, a group 
that spent more than 1,100 

weeks on the UK album charts 
and sold over one million re-
cords worldwide. 

The concert in Benalmádena, 
which starts at 8pm, will also 
present guest support band 
Elosphera, a tribute to The Elec-
tric Light Orchestra. 

Tickets cost 31.65 euros and 
are available from ticketmas-
ter.com or elcorteingles.es. Tick-
ets can also be obtained from 
the Ruben money exchange of-
fices or by phoning 633647260.

Brothers in Band reproduce the iconic hits of Dire Straits.  SUR

Festival of Legends brings Dire 
Straits’ music to Benalmádena

Coby Bloemsma, El Morche

Aivazovsky, Russian Museum

Octavio Colis, Malaga
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ceramics, furniture, paintings and 
personal effects of María Zambrano, 
essayist and philosopher,  who was 
born in the town. 

Arte Sur 
ALMUÑÉCAR. Until 31 August. La 

Galería, Plaza de la Constitución.  
Thirty artists from the Arte Sur group 
are displaying unique painted vinyl 
records and satellite dishes.    

LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

Theatre and musicals festival 

BENALMÁDENA. Until 29 August. 

Municipal auditorium. www.audito 
Peter Pan the musical. 

The Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
MALAGA. Various venues.  

4 September, 9pm. Museo Carmen 
Thyssen Málaga. Music by Grieg and 
Dvorak played by violinist Andrea 
Sestakova.   
9 September, 8pm. Teatro Cervantes. 
Música de Cine, music from films.  
More information: www.orquestafi-
larmonicademalaga.com Twitter: 
@filarmonimalaga or Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Filarmonica-
Malaga. 

La Cochera Cabaret 
MALAGA. Avda de los Guindos. 

8 September, 8.30pm. Maribel 
Moreno Quartet.  
16 September, 8.30pm. SÉS in con-
cert. 
 https://lacocheraentra-
das.com/shows/list 

Iris Nieto Acoustic Covers Duet 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. 27 August, 9pm. 

Chiringuito La Negra, Playa de Bena-

jarafe.  
Iris Nieto, singer and oboe player and 
Tomás on acoustic guitar play covers 
from Ray Charles, Nina Simone, Lady 
Gaga and the Scorpions. 
https://www.tallerblues.es/iris-nieto/ 

Cazbah Live Lounge 
MIJAS COSTA. Doors open 8pm. 

Avenida de Rota. 

27 August. The Beatles. 
28 August. Black Jam. 
29 August. Amelinde. 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/The-
CazbahLiveLounge Call or Whatsapp 
602535710 

La Costa de la Música 
MARBELLA. 28 August, 10pm. Par-

que de la Constitución auditorium.  

Pilar Esteban ‘La Pili’, singer. 
Tickets from www.mientrada.net or 
from the ticket office from 7pm. 

Municipal band  
ESTEPONA. Sundays until 29 August, 

9pm. Plaza del Reloj, Templete Maes-

tro Manuel Navarro Mollor. 

The concerts are dedicated to the 
province of Malaga with composi-
tions by Alfonso Guerra as well as 
classical works, film tracks and 
zarzuelas. 

100% Estepona 
ESTEPONA. Until 9 September. Vari-

ous venues.  

The festival this year will feature 
eight concerts by Estepona musi-
cians. A full agenda can be found on 

www.estepona.es 

Jazz and Blues Nights 
TORREMOLINOS. Until 3 September, 

9pm. Parque de la Batería. Free. 
27 August. Pana Brothers. 
3 September. Inoidal González. 
https://www.torremolinoscultura.es/  

Tango Málaga 2021 
MALAGA. 3, 4 September, 8.30pm. 

Teatro Echegaray. 15€. 
Reborn in Buenos Aires on the 3rd Sep-
tember is a tribute to Astor Piazolla. It 
is followed on 4th September by the 
Binelli-Ferman Dúo. https://www.tea-
troechegaray.com/ 

Green Covers 
BENALMÁDENA. 18 September, 

9.15pm. Municipal auditorium.  

The four piece band Green Covers 
play the best of British pop and Indie 
rock including a tribute to Depeche 
Mode, The Cure anda spectacular 80s 
set. Tickets:www.ticket-
source.co.uk/bigmpromotions  

Siente Málaga 
MALAGA. Until November. Various 

venues.  
The festival Siente Málaga will offer 

seventy shows around the city cen-
tre, the majority of which will be 
free. There will be copla, flamenco 
and verdiales concerts as well as the-
atrical processions about the tradi-
tion of the Malaga Feria. More infor-
mation about the acts can be found 
on the www.malaga.eu website. 

Fiesta Techno 
ESTEPONA. 4 September from 7pm. 

Plaza de Toros. 

The festival entitled ‘Illegal Party’ 
includes music by the Lunar Plane 
Duo, Martin Strauts and other DJs 
(Niltöx B2B, A. Salazar, Jose Gallano, 
Kike Aguilar, Chris Matin, Tito Pulpo, 
Chuwa-K and Mucho Lau.) 

Moraga Sound 
MALAGA. Until 24 September. Vari-

ous venues. 

More than twenty Malaga bands will 
perform eight concerts of Indie, pop, 
rock, R&B, hip-hop and DJ music 
around the city. More information: 
https://www.malaga.eu/ 

Marenostrum  
FUENGIROLA Until 25 September. 

The Marenostrum festival continues 
until the end of September with live 
music and shows. A full programme 
of events can be found on: 
https://marenostrumfuengirola.com/ 

Starlite  
MARBELLA. Until 4 September. 

The Starlite Festival is back this 
year with a wide variety of live con-
certs including flamenco, fusion, 
Latin, rock and pop. International 
stars such as Tom Jones, Bonnie 
Tyler, Alan Parsons, David Bisbal, 
Melendi, La Oreja de Van Gogh, 
Plácido Domingo, Estopa and many 
more will be performing on one of 
the two stages at the event. More 
information and tickets: 
https://starlitemarbella.com/en/ 

The theatre will 
present a series of 
tribute shows and 
music throughout 
September 

TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. The Salón 
Varietés Theatre in Fuengi-
rola reopens its doors on 
Sunday 5 September with a 
sell-out show following 18 
months uncertainty caused 
by the pandemic. Tickets for 
the performance sold out in 
just a few hours, but several 
other shows have been lined 
up for September. 

These will include an Abba 
tribute night performed by 
Costa favourites The Abba 

Experience from Friday 10 
until Sunday 12; Rock of the 
Ages, a tribute to the music 
of Queen, Bon Jovi, Journey 
and Foreigner, among others, 
from Friday 17 until Sunday 
19; and Curtain Up, an eve-
ning celebrating the best of 
West End and Broadway 
musicals performed by Ricky 
Lavazza from Friday 24 until 
Sunday 26 September. 

Tickets for the shows, 
which begin at 7.30pm (7pm 
on Sundays) are available 
from the theatre’s box office 
(Monday to Friday between 
11am and 2.30pm) or from 
www.salonvarietes.com   

Social distancing will be 
enforced and face masks 
must be worn in the theatre.

The Salón Varietés 
Theatre reopens 

The Abba Experience will perform at the theatre in September.  SUR

Iris Nieto, Vélez-Málaga
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LIVE CONCERTS AND MUSIC 

Brisa Festival 

MALAGA. Until 29 August. The Taba-

calera.  

27 August. Gordo Master and Little 

Pepe.  

28 August. Living Camboya and 

Mitad Doble. 

29 August. Bromo and Dreyma. 

www.brisafestival.com.  

Classical 2021 
ESTEPONA. 3 September, 9pm. 

Plaza del Reloj. 

Duo Fajer, viola and cello. 

Blues Festival  
LA HERRADURA. 28 August, 10pm. 

Castillo de La Herradura. 

The Vargas Blues Band, Patricia Kraus 

and Anne 4 (José Montalvo) will be 

performing. Tickets: www.bravoen-

tradas.es. or from Librería Coral La 

Herradura and Pub La Cochera. 

FLAMENCO 

La Caña Flamenco 

ALMUÑÉCAR. Parque El Majuelo 

27 August, 10pm. Agustín Barajas. 

Flamenco show 
LA HERRADURA. 29 August, 10pm. 

Castillo de La Herradura. 

A performance by María La Canas-

tera. 

Museo Peña Juan Breva 
MALAGA. 28 August, 9.30pm. 

C/Ramón Franquelo. 

The flamenco troupe Juan Alarcón 

‘Kade’ with singer Juan Francisco Riv-

era, guitarist Raúl Millán and dancer 

Juan Alarcón ‘Kade’ will be perform-

ing.  

Flamenco show 
ESTEPONA. 31 August, 9.30pm. 

Calle Villa. Free. 

A selection of some of Malaga’s best 

flamenco performers will be in the 

show with singers Chelo Soto and 

José Manuel Fernández, dancers Ana 

Fernández and Antonio Trujillo 

accompanied by guitarist José 

Fernández flautist and saxophonist 

Agustín Carrillo.  

IV Cabilde Flamenco 
ARCHIDONA. 1 September, 10pm, 2 

September, 8pm. Sala Plaza Ocha-

vada. 

A live flamenco performance in the 

famous Plaza Ochavada. 

Miguel Poveda 

FUENGIROLA. 4 September 10pm. 

Marenostrum Festival. 

The flamenco singer is currently 

touring Spain with his In Concert 

show. www.marenostrum.com 

THEATRE AND DANCE 

The Season of Dance 

ESTEPONA. Until 4 September, 

9.30pm. various venues. 

4 September, 9pm. El Taller de Arte 

with José F. and Inmaculada C. Par-

que El Calvario. 

MORE IDEAS 

Drag Queen show 

TORREMOLINOS. 28 31 August. Tor-

remolinos auditorium. 

Gran Hotel de las Reinas is a drag show 

with humour, dance and live music, it 

stars Paca la Piraña, (from the series 

Veneno), as the hotel receptionist and 

with guests Arantxa Castilla La Man-

cha, Carmen Farala, Dovima Nurmi, 

Drag Vulcano,Hugaceo Crujiente, Inti, 

Killer Queen, Pupi Poisson, Sagittaria 

and The Macarena. 

Chess games  
ESTEPONA. Until 27 August, Mon-Fri 

7-10pm. Paseo Marítimo. 

The Escuela Municipal de Ajedrez 

(EMAE) has organised chess matches 

to be played on the six giant chess 

boards on the promenade as well as on 

tables. The free games are open to 

everyone. www.ajedrezestepona.com 

Nght Market with live music 
ALCAUCÍN.  Every Friday from 

7.30pm. Scirocco, Cruce de Periana, 

Puente de Don Manuel. 

Live music at Luna Chill ecological 

and artesanal market. There is a chil-

dren’s area and food and drinks are 

available. Musicians are invited to 

join in. 

Night visits and theatre in the 
Botanical Gardens 
MALAGA. 27 August, 3, 17 Septem-

ber, 9.30pm. Jardín Botánico la Con-

cepción. 9€. 

A theatrical tour of the gardens and 

the library of the old Casa Palacio 

belonging to the Marquis of Casa 

Loring. Reservations: 951926180 

Estepona Fashion Week Finalists 
ESTEPONA. 18 September, Parque 

Botánico-Orquidario. 

A fashion show by the finalists of the 

Estepona Fashion Week will take place 

in the Carmen Thyssen gardens of the 

Parque Botánico. 

Museo Automovilístico y de la 
Moda 
MALAGA. 27 August, 7-9pm. 10€  

The museum will be offering a tour 

to see vehicles from the 1950s with 

their engines running and in some 

case, being driven. More information:  

info@museoautomovilmalaga.com 

Coral Coraxalia 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Thursdays, Sep-

tember to June, 5.30-8pm. Casa Her-

manidad de la Cofradia de los Estudi-

antes, Plaza del Sastres.  

The choir are welcoming new mem-

bers call: 689111352 (Spanish) or 

657951755 (English). Email: euco-

rax@hotmail.es 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. Lunchtime and late 

night screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es.  

Suicide Squad: 19.40 (Tues). 

Candyman: 17.00 (everyday except 

Tues), 19.15 (Tues). 

Free Guy: 18.45 (Tues). 

Reminiscence: 19.10 (Tues). 

Oasis Knebworth 1996: 20.30 

(23/09). 

André Rieu Together Again: 20.00 

(24/09)  

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

Free Guy: 17.30 (Tues). 

Reminscence: 20.10 (Tues). 

Candyman: 22.30 (Tues). 

Stillwater: 22.15 (Tues) 

André Rieu Together Again: 20.00 

(24/09)  

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

Free Guy: 17.15 (Tues). 

Reminiscence: 19.25 (Tues). 

Candyman: 21.40 (Tues). 

Oasis Knebworth 1996: 20.30 

(23/09) 

André Rieu Together Again: 20.00 

(24/09) 

Cinesur Miramar 
FUENGIROLA. Avda de la 

Encarnación. Tel: 952198600.  

Candy Man: 21.15  (every day). 

Free Guy: 17.00 (every day). 

Reminscence: 17.15 (tues and thur). 

Old: 19.30 (Tues). 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

Free Guy:17.35 (everyday). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com 

Reminiscence: 16.45, 19.30, 22.15 

(every day). 

Made in Italy: 17.00 (every day). 

Ernst Lubitsch: Merry Widow: 2 Sep-

tember, 8.30pm. 

The Black Narcissus: 3 September, 

5pm.

Patricia Kraus, La Herradura

Brisa festival, Malaga
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TRADITIONAL TAVERNS 

The traditional taverns 
and tapas bars of 
Benalmádena offer 
visitors a glimpse into a 
time gone by 

TONY BRYANT
 

BENALMÁDENA. Benalmádena 
Pueblo is one of the most attrac-
tive towns on the Costa del Sol, 
famed for whitewashed cobbled 
streets adorned with displays of 
colourful flowers spilling out of 
wall-mounted plant pots. Although 
the 21st century has made its mark 
on the town, Benalmádena still of-
fers a side that many tourists fail 
to discover: namely its traditional  
taverns and tapas bars that offer 
a glimpse into a time gone by. 

One of the most nostalgic eat-
eries is La Fuente, which is lo-
cated in a charming old farm-
house in Plaza de España. Re-
nowned for its rustic interior, this 
delightful tavern boasts an exten-
sive wine list that offers premium 
wines from regions such as Rioja, 

Ribera de Duero and La Mancha. 
The wine racks line the walls and 
form part of the decoration, which 
is complemented with old agri-
cultural tools and paintings high-
lighting local customs and  
traditions.  

The menu offers an extensive 
fish and seafood selection, although 
one of the house specialties is the 
hearty seafood chowder.  

Those looking for an even more 
traditional Andalusian bodega 
should head into Arroyo de la 
Miel, the heart of Benalmádena.  

La Alternativa is one of the bars 
that is popular with selfie-taking 
visitors as this bar’s ambience is 
created by its dedication to the 
bullfight. The bar area is designed 
like a burladero (the wooden 
shield behind which a matador 
seeks protection from the bull), 
while the walls are covered with 
photographs and memorabilia of 
local bullfighters.  

This bar is particularly popu-
lar during the local fair and is a 
place where aficionados of the art 
of the corrida (bullfight fans) con-
gregate over a glass of sherry, or 
Cartojal, a popular sweet white 

wine made from the muscatel 
grape variety and produced by 
the Málaga Virgen Bodega. 

Another hidden gem, located 
just a short stroll away in Calle 
Poleo, is the Mesón Tío Blas, a bar 
that is more popular with locals   
as it is tucked away from the main 
drag and virtually unknown to 
many visitors. 

The bar’s theme is based on 
the local fishing tradition of 
Benalmádena and the menu also 
highlights this, tempting diners 
with fresh mussels, prawns and 
grilled octopus, along with the 

local speciality of the mixed, fried 
fish platter. The tapas menu pre-
sents a mixture of classical An-
dalusian dishes such as Russian 
salad, tortilla, gambas pil pil, 
Serrano ham and Iberian pork 

products.  
The bar also adheres to the 

age-old custom of offering a free 
tapa with each drink purchased, 
a tradition that has sadly disap-
peared from almost all of the 
beach side bars and franchised 
restaurants.    

This family-run establishment 
offers an excellent selection of 
local sherry and sweet dessert 
wines, but one of its most popu-
lar is Barbadillo, a crisp white 
wine from Cadiz that is the per-
fect accompaniment to fish and 
seafood.

A taste of authentic 

Andalusian customs 

and traditions

The ambience in La Alternativa is created by its dedication to the art of bullfighting.  TONY BRYANT.

Benalmádena offers a side 
that many visitors fail to 
discover: namely its time-
worn taverns and 
traditional tapas bars 

W
hether we agree or 
disagree with the 
UK’s departure from 

the European Union, the truth is 
that there are as yet no hands 
down winners or losers. Predic-
tions that London would cease to 
be Europe’s financial centre may 
have been exaggerated, because 
it just happens that such consid-
erations are also influenced by 

clean air and good international 
schools.  

The doom-sayers have been 
right however about the poten-
tial negative effects on the wine 
trade. In this context the focus is 
on London as an international 
trading centre, since the UK im-
ports around half of its wine 
from the EU, and its wine and 
spirit industry as a whole gener-

ates 57bn in revenue. The over-
whelming human factor is the 
large number of jobs that are 
collaterally supported: 360,000. 

What about wine exports? 
This does not refer to exports of 
British wine, important as they 
are and happily growing steadily, 
rather to London as the interna-
tional hub of trade in premium 
European wines, a position it has 
held for centuries.  

There are a handful of compa-
nies, with the centuries-old 
Berry Bros & Rudd being the 
foremost, that physically import 
wines from France, Germany, 
Spain, Italy, etc into the UK and 
then export them to buyers 
around the world.  

When the UK was plugged 
into Europe via the EU, this was 
a staggeringly profitable ven-
ture, but now, being also sepa-
rated financially from these 
countries by Brexit, costs are 
rising prohibitively and client 
countries, like the USA and 
China, need other suppliers. 
No, Brexit has done no favours 
for the UK wine trade.

La Hiedra Tinto 2019 

There is a body of opinion that 
holds, perhaps unfairly, that 
Ronda wines have not im-
proved over the years. What is 
true is the region exists in a 
kind of limbo, being classified 
as Sierras de Málaga, best-
known for its dessert wines. 
However, this Garnacha/Syrah 
has only to be 
tasted to appre-
ciate that 
Ronda can in-
deed produce 
some outstand-
ing reds. 
Around 11.50€.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Post-Brexit wine

ANDREW J. LINN

When the UK was 
plugged into Europe, 
exporting wines into 

Europe was 
staggeringly profitable
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Normal blood 

pressure: equal to 

or lower than 

135/85 
mmHg

Ideal blood   

pressure: equal        

to or lower than 

120/80 
mmHg

H
ypertension, otherwise 
known as high blood 
pressure, doesn’t hurt, 

and that makes it even more dan-
gerous.  One in four men and one 
in five women suffer from high 
blood pressure, but only 20 per 

cent of those affected control it. 
These statistics are from the World 
Health Organization (WHO), which 
is warning that this illness is a si-
lent killer.  

“When you break your arm it 
hurts, but high blood pressure 

doesn’t scare anyone because they 
feel perfectly normal. How can 
they be persuaded to get treat-
ment?” asks Judit Soto, a doctor, 
medical-scientific educator and 
author of a book in Spanish titled 
Salud con razón. 

 She works as a resident medic 
at the Parc Tauli hospital in Sa-
badell and stresses the impor-
tance of taking people’s blood 
pressure on their first visit to a 
doctor if there is any suspicion 
that it might be high.   

“A man in his thirties came in 
with redness around the pupil of 
his eye and we found that his 
blood pressure was high and had 
caused some small arteries to 
break. Another woman com-
plained that she always had a 

Have you got 
hypertension 
and you don’t  
even know it?

      They call high blood 
pressure the ‘silent’ disease 
for a reason. Ten minutes 
are enough to clear up 
any doubts

YOLANDA VEIGA

Normal-high BP: 

136-139 
86-89 

mmHg
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Grade III or severe: 
  equal to or over 

180/110 
mmHg

Grade II 
hypertension: 

equal to or above 

160/100 
mmHg

1  Is there a minimum figure? 
 No, low blood pressure (hy-

potension) is a life assurance. If 

someone has 80/60, for example, 
and feels well there is no need to in-
crease it. It’s a different matter if 

they feel dizzy or it measures 40/20 
and they are in shock, says Soto. 

2  What if there is a sudden drop 
in blood pressure?   

There may be tachycardia, cold 
sweating, dizziness... 

3  What should you do then?   
If you have been lying on the 

beach and get up suddenly, you 

might be dehydrated from the heat, 
so just drink some  water. If hy-
potension isn’t very serious, drink 

water and have a salty snack. If a hy-
pertensive patient is admitted to 
hospital for something else and is 

given a salt-free diet, that can cause 
a sudden drop in blood pressure 
and they will need medication or 
serum or saline.

WHAT HAPPENS IF BLOOD PRESSURE IS VERY LOW?

runny nose, but her allergy tests 
were negative. It turned out that 
hypertension was causing inflam-
mation of the nasal mucous and 
causing the secretion of a watery 
mucus,” she says.  

For those who think these cases 

are isolated, some data: two out 
of every three people over the age 
of 60 in Spain have high blood 
pressure. “That’s as many people 
as there are with brown eyes in 
the country,” says Dr Soto.  

The World Health Organization 

stresses that most people with hy-
pertension have no idea that they 
have it.   

The problem doesn’t lie with 
diagnosis: you can take your blood 
pressure at home, repeat-
ing the test twice. This is 

ILLUSTRATION: 

FELIP ARIZA

>

Grade I      
hypertension: 

equal to or above 

140/90 
mmHg
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something we should all do 
at least once a year after 

the age of 40, because that is the 
age at which it most frequently 
starts, and, in the case of women, 
after the menopause,” says José 
Luis Palma, vice-president of the 
Spanish Heart Foundation. So, 
with that in mind, here is a guide 
to prevention.  

1 
What is hypertension? 

“The heart puts pressure on the 
arteries so they drive the blood to 
the different organs of the human 
body. That action is what is known 
as blood pressure,” explain 
sources at the Spanish Heart 
Foundation.  

When the pressure is too high, 
it is considered hypertension. It 
is measured by two figures: sys-
tolic tension, which is obtained 
by every contraction of the heart, 
and diastolic tension, which rep-
resents the pressure on the blood 
vessels when the heart relaxes 
between beats. That is what we 
normally know as the upper and 
lower figures.  

There is no magic combination 
of these, but José Luis Palma says 
that 110-70 mmHg (which in 
some places would be referred to 
as 11/7) is ideal for an adult, “al-
though it’s difficult to achieve, es-
pecially in older people,” he warns. 
And the highest figures, he says, 
should be no more than 140-90. 
Any more than that, and it means 

there are problems.  

2 
How does it affect the 
organs? 

These problems that the special-
ist warns about can be many and 
very serious. Too much pressure 
can harden the arteries, and that 
means the flow of blood and oxy-
gen to the heart is restricted. That 
can cause angina, myocardial in-
farction - which happens when 
the blood flow to the heart is ob-
structed and the cells of the car-
diac muscle die because of a lack 
of oxygen - and cardiac insuffi-
ciency when the heart cannot 
pump enough blood and oxygen 
to other vital organs, says the 
WHO. 

  Also, “if a cerebral artery be-
comes blocked, it can cause a 
stroke,” warns Dr Soto. The Span-
ish Heart Foundation points out 

that the effects of hypertension 
on the kidneys can lead to renal 
insufficiency, and that can even 
mean that dialysis is needed. 
There are other consequences, 
too: “if the arteries in the legs are 
affected, it causes pain when walk-
ing; if the arteries in the retina 
are affected, it can cause altera-
tions to vision; and in men it can 
be the cause of impotence,” they 
say.   

3 
Careful, because there is 
no warning 

“Seventy per cent of the adult 
population has never had their 
blood pressure taken,” says Dr Ju-
dit Soto. The illness normally pro-
duces no symptoms and when 
any do occur “it is normally late 
and the damage is already very 
serious”. According to the WHO 
website, when symptoms do oc-

cur they can include  morning 
headaches, nasal hemorrhages, 
irregular heartbeat, visual altera-
tions and tinnitus.  

In addition, severe hyperten-
sion can cause fatigue, nausea, 
vomiting, confusion, anxiety, chest 
pain and also muscular trembling. 

4 
Prevention in seven steps  
 

REDUCE SALT INTAKE 

The amount of salt you eat should 
be one teaspoon a day (just un-
der five grammes, and even less 
for people with hypertension: 
three-quarters of a spoonful for 
them). That is the quantity rec-
ommended by the WHO, but peo-
ple tend to consume twice as 
much.  

 
STOP SMOKING 

“Smoking increases arterial pres-

What do bananas and 

beetroot have that 

other foods don’t?  

“We need to reduce our salt in-
take and eat more foods which 
are high in potassium. It has 
been proven that this helps to 
reduce blood pressure, protects 
us from the damage caused by 
hypertension and prevents car-
diovascular illnesses develop-
ing,” says Dr Judit Soto.  

To give us an idea of how 
skewed the balance between 
salt and potassium is, she 
warns that “in general, a nor-
mal diet nowadays makes us 
eat six times more salt than we 
should and four times less than 
the minimum recommended 
amount of potassium”.  

Potassium is good for us 
because it helps to eliminate 
sodium through the urine, 
thereby reducing blood  
pressure.  

The top ten foods especially 
high in potassium are ba-
nanas, potatoes and sweet po-
tatoes, pistachio nuts, toma-
toes, avocado, soya, chick-
peas, cocoa, mushrooms and 
watercress. 

We already know what ba-
nanas have that other foods 
don’t, but what about beet-
root? In its case, the ‘virtue’ is 
that it provides nitric acid, 
which relaxes and dilates the 
blood vessels, helping to im-

prove circulation and reduce 
blood pressure. A study by the 
British Heart Foundation 
showed that drinking a glass 
of beetroot juice every day for 
two weeks reduced the upper 
figure by an average of 
7.7mmGh and the lower figure 
by 5.2.   

Other foods which are inter-
esting because of their con-
centration of nitrates are 
green leafy vegetables, such as  
rocket, kale, and spinach. 

Doctor taking blood pressure . SUR

>
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sure and cardiac frequency, so giv-
ing it up is essential,” says the 
Spanish Heart Foundation.  
 

NO ALCOHOL 

“Alcohol affects the muscles of the 
arteries, it tenses them and makes 
blood pressure rise. Even the fa-
mous glass of wine a day is dan-
gerous,” says Dr Soto. The Span-
ish Heart Foundation gives a rec-
ommended limit: less than 30g 
of alcohol a day for men, and 20g 
for women.  
 

LOSE WEIGHT 

“The more we weigh, the more 
pressure the heart has to put on 
the blood, because there are a lot 
of cells it has to get to. For every 
five kilos of weight lost, the sys-
tolic pressure goes down by up to 
5 mmHG and the diastolic by 3-
4 mmHG. It may not seem much, 
but losing ten kilos is much more 
effective than a lot of medication,” 
stresses Judit Soto.  
 

TAKE EXERCISE 

The WHO recommends walking 
seven kilometres a day as a gen-
eral rule, although the best type 
of exercise in this case is the iso-
metric type; maintaining muscle 
tension in a stationary position 
(planks, wall sits). “Numerous 
studies show that this can reduce 
the systolic (upper) figure by 
10.9mmHg and the diastolic 
(lower) by 6.2mmHG if you do 
three or more sessions a week,” 

says Dr Soto.  
For those who don’t feel up to 

that, walking, running, swimming 
or cycling for half an hour a day  
at a moderate-high intensity will 
reduce blood pressure by up to 
3.5 and 2.5mmHg.  
 

AVOID STRESS 

Maintained over time, stress re-
leases adrenalin, cortisol and 
other substances that increase 
arterial pressure by tensing the 
muscle of the arteries and increas-
ing the heart rate. Yoga can help. 

 
FOODS THAT CAN HELP 

The Spanish Heart Foundation  
has drawn up a type of shopping 
basket of food that can help to 
regulate blood pressure. Red fruits 
(cranberries, raspberries and 
strawberries), banana, lemon, 
whole cereals (oats, rye, whole-
meal flour), garlic, beetroot, po-
tatoes, monkfish, spinach, soya 
and natural yoghurt, artichokes, 
skimmed milk and black choco-
late with a percentage of cocoa of 
between 50 and 70 per cent (it is 
high in flavonoids, natural com-
pounds that dilate the blood  
vessels).  

In this shopping basket to 
maintain healthy blood pressure 
levels, you should never put the 
following products: salt, sweets, 
red meats, butter or margarine, 
pickles, smoked fish, tinned foods, 
fried foods, cured meats and 
whole dairy produce.

When?  

The Spanish Heart Foundation says 
that as blood pressure changes 

during the day and at night, it 
should always be measured at the 
same time.   

 
Where?  

Find a quiet room where you know 
there will be no noise and you will 

not be interrupted, and where the 
temperature is between 20 and 25 
degrees. 

 
‘Fasting’  

It is a good idea not to drink, eat, 
smoke or take exercise for at least 
half an hour before taking your 

blood pressure. 
 
Posture 

Sit comfortably with your back 
supported by the back of the chair. 
Don’t cross your legs. Remove any 
clothing that might press on your 

arm. If your device is the type that 
goes on the arm, place the sleeve 
two or three centimetres above 

the elbow.  
The palm of your hand should face 

upwards and the arm should be 
supported on a table at the height 
of your heart. If it goes on the 

wrist, put the wristband at the 
level of the heart. It doesn’t mat-
ter which arm you use to take your 

blood pressure.  
 
While measuring... 

Stay relaxed and don’t talk. 

 
Take it twice.  

Wait five minutes before taking it 

the second time. Note the results 
and work out the average.

HOW TO TAKE YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE AT HOME 

A blood-pressure machine inside a basket with other medical devices.  REUTERS
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After being out of the 
game for almost an hour,                     
a triple substitution 
neutralised the home 
team’s lead 

SERGIO CORTÉS
 

MALAGA. Malaga CF finally man-
aged to rescue a point with a 2-
2 draw in Ibiza last Sunday, after 
being out of the game for almost 
an hour. 

The Blue and Whites narrowly 
avoided defeat thanks to a tri-
ple substitution in the second-
half by José Alberto when the 
scoreboard showed a devastat-
ing 2-0. 

The restructuring, which 
should have happened earlier, 
transformed the Malaga team 
and allowed it to neutralise the 
lead and even dream of victory 
towards the end of the game. 

Malaga had started the match 
with their classic 4-4-2 forma-
tion but barely had the ball un-
til after half-time when the wing-
ers Paulino and Kevin started to 
contribute more to the match. 

Ibiza had gone ahead after 19 
minutes with an easily finished 
goal from Mateusz Bogusz, 
thanks to sloppy defending from 
the Malaga players. The Pole also 
hit the back of the net for the lo-
cal team’s second goal after the 
break, on 61 minutes. 

Malaga coach José Alberto 
wasted no time in making three 
changes to the attacking line up 
and Luis Muñoz put Malaga back 
into the game in the 63rd  
minute. 

During the last half hour, 
Malaga was a more dangerous 
team, although with more sparks 
than continuity.  

But in the dying minutes of 
the game Roberto Fernández 
Jaén levelled the score to  

two-a-piece in the Second Divi-
sion match at the Estadi Can 
Misses. 

Exciting signings 

Malaga has closed agreements 
to add attackers Javi Ontiveros 
and Sekou Gassama to the squad 
- two welcome signings that 
should mean the club can as-
pire to more than just staying 
up this coming season.  

The two deals are done, with 
only the signing of the contracts 
pending at time of press, as SUR 
was able to verify with all those 
involved.   

Barring any surprises, with their 
arrival, the Blues and Whites’ 
planning would be practically over 
before the end of the transfer win-
dow, although they still have time 
to offload players they won’t be 
needing this season.

Blue and Whites 
transform to 
save a point

Javi Jiménez and Kevin fight for the ball during the match against Ibiza.  LOF AGENCY

2-2 
IBIZA-MALAGA 

 Ibiza:  Germán; Fran Grima, Goldar, 
Rubén, Morillas; Javi Pérez, Manu Mo-
lina; Cifu (Miki Villar, min. 74), Bogusz 
(Appin, min. 85), Javi Lara (Ekain, min. 
53), and Castel (Davo, min. 85).   

 Malaga:  Dani Barrio; Ismael Casas, Pey-
bernes, Juande, Javi Jiménez (Cufré, 
min. 70); Paulino (Jairo, min. 62), Es-
cassi, Luis Muñoz (Haitam, min. 81), 
Kevin (Genaro, min. 62); Brandon and 
Antoñín (Roberto, min. 62).   

 Goals:  1-0, min. 19: Comfortable centre 
from the right of Cifu that Bogusz fin-
ishes at the half turn. 2-0, min 61: Bo-
gusz starts from the left and surprises 
Dani Barrio with a shot that sneaks 
through the squad. 2-1, min. 63: Luis 
Muñoz throws the ball over Germán in an 
action in which Roberto, Brandon and 
Jairo had participated. 2-2, min. 87: 
Roberto overtakes Germán after a great 
start from Haitam on the right wing. 

 Referee:  De la Fuente Ramos. 

 Incidents:  Match played in the Can 
Misses field in Ibiza. First professional 
soccer match on the island.

BORJA GUTIÉRREZ.  The Blue and 
White club is hoping for a more 
favourable scenario for next 
week and believes that Covid-
19 capacity regulations will be 
more permissive, which is why 
it is considering starting to sell 
season tickets soon after a long 
wait.  

Malaga’s judicial administra-

tor, José María Muñoz, has been 
focussing on addressing fans to 
explain the club’s policy of not 
selling season tickets yet due to 
the current restrictions and to 
ask for more support. 

“It makes no sense to make a 
season ticket sale, reach 18,500 
subscribers as in the 19-20 sea-
son and have to draw out only 

7,500 seats.  So the solution has 
been to sell single tickets. 

We are going to try to sell 
membership cards from next 
week, but it still depends on the 
authorities. We hope to be able 
to put on 50 per cent of the ca-
pacity, about 15,000 people,” ex-
plained Muñoz. 

“With the population of the 
province, there has to be a 
greater number of subscribers. 
We have much lower levels than 
other cities similar to us.  
Our goal is to reach 20,000,” he 
said.

Malaga aims to get to  
20,000 season ticket holders

José Alberto: “I liked 
the contribution of     
the youngsters” 

José Alberto, Malaga coach, 
ended up satisfied with his 
team’s “characterful” draw 
against an Ibiza that was “su-
perior” in the first half. “They 
handled the ball well and had 
a lot of pace, especially in the 
first 25 minutes until the goal 
came along,” said the As-

turian coach, happy with the 
response of his team in the 
second half: “In the second 
half we have been very good.” 

“What stuck with me was 
the team’s reaction,” he 
summed up, highlighting the 
strengths of a daring and 
high-quality opponent who 
had already stood up to Zara-
goza on the first day. He said 
it was highly commendable 
“to tie a game that you are 

losing 2-0 against a team that 
has very good mechanics and 
footballers on the ball.” 

José Alberto highlighted 
the part played by the 
changes: “I liked the contri-
bution of the youngsters. The 
coming out of Roberto and 
Haitam have been very im-
portant. But also Jairo, Cufré 
and Genaro. All five have 
been key in the team’s come-
back.”
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S
igning Kylian Mbappé 
would be better for Real 
Madrid and Spanish 

football than retaining Lionel 
Messi for the autumn years of 
his illustrious career. 

By just writing the words Ky-
lian Mbappé I may have cap-
tured your attention and made 
it easier for the headline 
writer. 

What we are all trying to 
work out is whether the con-
stant speculation of a move to 
Real Madrid has any founda-
tion or is it a case of the club’s 
president trying to win over 
the supporters. 

As a commentator I would 
love to be calling out the fan-
tastic Frenchman’s name 
every week. The Madrid fans 
would be ecstatic at seeing the 
most talented young player in 
world football week in, week 
out, and the marketing men 
dream of having such a draw 
at their fingertips. 

Mbappé may already have a 
World Cup winners medal and 
won every honour in France 
but his best years are ahead of 
him. 

He seems destined for a ca-
reer move to the Bernabéu. If 
he lets his contract run out at 
Paris Saint-Germain he can 
sign up for free in 2022. To re-
cruit him before the transfer 
window closes Real Madrid 
need to agree a fee with PSG. 
The reported figure is 160 mil-

lion euros. Apparently, the 
French club are demanding 
more for a player who scored 
42 goals last season. 

Signing him would be a sen-
sation for Real and the whole 
of Spanish football. It wouldn’t 
be a sprinkle of stardust; it 
would be a thunderstorm. A 
new Galáctico era would be 
launched. 

The paparazzi who headed 
to the French capital to sneak 
a peek at Lionel Messi would 
be on the first jet to Spain. 

Messi may be regarded as a 
coup for the French, but his 
impact may only be short-
term. 

Just look at Cristiano Ron-
aldo who headed to Italy at 
great expense. He’s still strut-

ting his stuff, yet Juventus 
can’t wait to offload him. His 
representatives are working 
overtime in trying to find him 
a new footballing home. In a 
couple of years, it may be the 
same for Messi. 

Mbappé has a good decade 
in him. His unveiling would 
undoubtedly make the 
Bernabéu an even hotter ticket 
at the grand reopening in Sep-
tember and go a long way to 
packing it out as fans are al-
lowed back in. It would bring 
Real Madrid into vogue, 
heighten the issues at their 
great rivals Barcelona and give 
a fairly decent team another 
dimension. 

This could all be delayed for 
twelve months when the only 
cost would be agent and sign-
ing-on fees. Financially it 
makes sense to hold fire. Ro-
mantically, it would bring the 
hottest player on the planet to 
La Liga. 

PSG are shrugging their 
shoulders and playing hard 
ball. Although the owners are 
famed for their wealth, there 
will become a point where they 
will blink. Let’s face it, they al-
ready have Messi and Neymar. 
How many riches do you need? 

So, prepare for a bunch of 
billionaires doing business. 
Personally, I can’t wait to start 
shouting Mbappé’s name as he 
opens his La Liga goalscoring 
account.

Kylian Mbappe.  AFP

A new Gálactico era? 
Signing Mbappe would be a sensation for Real Madrid 
and the whole of Spanish football

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

The Olympian    
returned to the        
water at holiday time    
to compete in this                 
five-kilometre test in 
Asturias 

MARINA RIVAS 

MALAGA. Some of the Malaga 
Olympians are still on holiday, 
but that does not mean that they 
have decided to resume sports 
activity for mere pleasure. This 
is the case of swimmer Paula 
Ruiz, who debuted in the last 
Tokyo Games with a credible 

16th place in the 10 kilometres 
in open water. 

The young woman from 
Malaga city took part last week-
end in one of the most tradi-
tional tests in Spain in open wa-
ter, the Ría Navia de Asturias de-
scent, which also has an inter-
national presence every year. 
And not only did she participate, 
(without training), Ruiz achieved 
third place in the five kilome-
tres with a time of 43 minutes 
and 6 seconds. Just over a min-
ute later (44:45), the Malaga in-
ternational María de Valdés also 
reached the finish line, in sev-
enth place.

Malaga’s Paula Ruiz 
gets bronze medal in 
the Ría Navia descent

Swimmer Paula Ruiz.  VIRGUI M. IZQUIERDO

Paralympic 
Games 
opened 
The Emperor of Japan, 
Naruhito, officially de-

clared the Tokyo Para-
lympic Games open on 
Tuesday 24 August at a 

ceremony at the Na-
tional Stadium, 16 days 
after the closing of the 

Olympic Games and one 
year after the originally 
scheduled date. Without 
spectators, only some 

leaders and the media 
were able to attend the 
show. Until 5 Septem-

ber, 4,400 Paralympic 
athletes, including 127 
from Spain, will aspire 

to 539 gold medals.  EFE
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Thousands of çpeople 
were at the Rincón de la 
Victoria end of the tenth 
stage of the cycling race 
and created a great 
atmosphere at the event 

ANDREA JIMÉNEZ / COLPISA
 

MALAGA. It was a historic day on 
Tuesday in the Costa town of 
Rincón de la Victoria, east of 
Malaga. For the first time, its 
streets were the setting for the 
end of the La Vuelta round-Spain  
cycle race, which rolled into the 
province of Malaga in the tenth 
stage of this year’s event.  

From Roquetas de Mar in 
Almeria, the cyclists travelled 
190 kilometres to reach the town, 
where thousands lined the streets 
for the arrival of the cyclists. 

The Avenida del Mediterráneo 
was the place to be after the de-
scent from the Benagalbón road, 
and the finish in the centre of the 
municipality between Plaza Al-
Ándalus and Plaza José Domín-

guez ‘Pepe El Boticario’, where 
the final podium was placed. Aus-
tralian Michael Storer climbed 
on to it after winning the stage 
amid applause. 

“It is a fantastic day, we are 
having a great time,” said Pedro, 
while having lunch with his fam-
ily on a terrace overlooking the 
route. 

From very early on, the more 
than 2,000 La Vuelta organisers 
worked tirelessly to fine-tune the 
route together with safety and 
security officials. Iván was one 
of many who were anxious to get 
a good view of the closing few 
metres. He had travelled from 
Utrera with his son to see La Vu-
elta live. “We didn’t want to miss 
this event, we really like it.” 

Starting at noon, there was in-
tense activity in the centre of the 
coastal town, especially in the 
bars and restaurants which lined 
the cyclists’ route, making them 
a perfect vantage point to enjoy 
the sporting occasion.  

“Everything is beautiful. There 
is a lot of atmosphere, I did not 

expect so many people because 
of the heat,” explained María, a 
local from Rincón who had found 
a spot in the front row with her 
friend Irene. 

The race winner 

The winner of the stage was Aus-
tralian Michael Storer (DSM) af-

ter escaping from the group, 
achieving his second stage vic-
tory in this year’s Vuelta. 

The 24-year-old rider attacked 
on the climb up to Puerto de 
Almáchar deep in the Axarquía, 
the only serious mountain climb 
of the day, to clinch his second- 
stage victory, after the one 

achieved in the seventh stage at 
Balcón de Alicante. 

Eiking, who crossed the line 
22 seconds behind Storer, took 
advantage of the peloton’s pas-
sivity for most of the race to 
snatch the red jersey from Ro-
glic, who was almost 12 minutes 
behind the winner of the day.

Thousands of fans attended the end of the cycle race stage.  ÑITO SALAS

The Costa pedals 
to the rhythm of 
La Vuelta a España
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       REMOVALS       

GLASS CURTAINS 



 

 

 

 

 

Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

  

General advertising enquiries:  

952 649 638 
952 649 669 
 

evera@diariosur.es 

dandrews@diariosur.es 

SUR offices: 

Mijas Costa / Fuengirola:  

C. C. Carrefour. Avda. Los Lirios s/n   

Monday to Thursday 9.30 am  

to 2.00 pm; Friday 9.30 am to 

1.30 pm. Telephones   

952 580 726 / 952 58 38 50 

670 643 488 / 605 022 121 

www.surinenglishads.com 

ads@surinenglishads.com 

Estepona:   

Puerto Deportivo de Estepona. 

Edificio Torre de Control, local 44. 

Monday to Friday  9 am to 3 pm. 

952 806 408 / 659 344 816 

estepona@publicidadsur.com 

U.K. representative:  

Global Media Sales Ltd 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8464 5577 

www.globalmediasales.co.uk 

How much does a CLASSIFIED 

advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadline TUESDAY 12 noon 

Notice  
to readers: 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

Notice to  
advertisers  : 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spell-

ing corrections to advertise-

ments as and when deemed nec-

essary, and to classify correctly 

any advertisement. Although 

every care is taken to ensure the 

correct publication of advertise-

ments, regrettably mistakes do 

sometimes occur. If there is an 

error in your advertisement, 

notify your agency or agent at 

once as SUR in English can only 

accept responsibility for ONE 

insertion published incorrectly. 

We would like to advise advertis-

ers that no free insertions will be 

given when the advertise-

ment/material received is not 

suitable for print media. 

Website / Email address: 
Please be advised that it may not 

be possible for your website or 

email address to be printed on 

one line. If it will not fit,  

advertisers and readers alike 

should bear in mind that a 

hyphen will be inserted at the end 

of the first line to indicate that 

the email address continues on 

the line below.

in English

August 27th to September 2nd 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISH

43CLASSIFIED

Estepona 

RESTAURANT sale. 460m2 between 
San Pedro and Estepona. 290000€ 
666043491 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are 
always looking for inland and Mijas 
properties to sell to our interested 
buyers. Tel 952491609/667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building plots. 
Tel 952491609/667067269 

CORTIJO in Cádiz, 700Ha, 12km 
beach. Negotiable. 606693625 
www.arcosrustic.es 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Ca-
lahonda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

PUERTO Marina: 2 commercials lo-
cals for rent. Music & terrace license. 
3,500 Euros month. +34651772275 

Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA beach, high quality. 
2 bedrooms. Parking. Pool. 
700€/month. 679111522 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN, townhouse, 3 bedrooms, 
patio, terraces, storage, 
550€/month. 679111522 

COIN, lovely country house, 2 bed-
rooms, garden, 480€/month. 
679111522 

Marbella 

APARTMENT to let long let in quiet 
residential area Coto real , 2 bed-
rooms, big terrace, community swim-
ming pool, full amenities, garage 
parking , kitchen, living room , 2 
bathrooms, ideal for couples , no 
pets, adherence to community rules 
of utmost importance, 1200 €  per 
month, deposit , utilities not in-
cluded such as water and electric, 
internet available. Number phone 
00356-79063490 

Mijas 

MIJAS costa: Large 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, terraces, garage, pool. 
850€/month. 679111522 

CALAHONDA Alta - 2 bed, 2 bath 
furnished apartment, terrace & park-
ing 550€ - 0034 667366270 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

POOL Maintenance/Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella. 678791495/ 
952756168 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

 
 

Garden 

SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree sur-
gery. Nº1 for Trees/Palms/ Garden 
& Pool Maintenance. Since 1998. 
+34711010971  www.spain-
tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com 

THE GARDENER: Specialist tall tree 
jobs & palms. Tree prunning. Gar-
dens/Communities maintenance. 
Competitive rates. Facebook Spa-
cialtall Tree Jobs. Whatsapp 
637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTIONin general, all types 
of reforms. Quality building at the 
right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & CONSTRUC-
TION: Building Projects, Home & 
Garden. Tel/Whatsapp 678450051 
costadiggers@hotmail.com/ 
www.costadiggers.com 

BUILDER,  plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

Plumbers 

CITY & Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

EUROPEAN plumbing services, 24 
hour emergency call out. Fully quali-
fied. All aspects of plumbing. Cov-
ering the coast. Fully insured. 
+34672531081 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

ATD DECOR: British painter. 30 
years' experience. Punctual. Great 
rates. Call for free quote. 603132783 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture. 
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp: 
628066308 www.rainbowpintu-
ras.com Daniel 

Tiling 

ALEXANDER Construction. Tiling 
services commercial & domestic. 
Kitchens & bathrooms. House re-
forms all trades provided. Servic-
ing la Costa del Sol & Valle del Gua-
dalhorce since 2015. Whats app or 
call today on +34623194238 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. expertgates.com Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/605356469 

ELECTRIC gate installations, re-
pairs, servicing & refurbishment. 
High speed gate systems, intercoms 
& accessories. For free estimates 
and expert advice please contact 
Darren on 856140022 WhatsApp 
+44 7521141008 or visit www.mar-
bella-gates.com 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered Coast 
and Inland. 655825931 
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Upholstery 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business  

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan Nº1 in UPVC 
windows & glass curtains. Tel; 
952667559 info@arcoplan.net 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit!    
genevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/ 678768454 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-
curity surveys. English speaking. 
www.securityofspain.com 
636770865/952660233 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONINGinstallation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/679284959 

FUJITSU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287 

AIR conditioning: Installations, serv-
icing and repairs. High quality, Junta 
de Andalucia approved. Air condi-
tioning the coast for over 25 years. 
All areas covered. 952663141 
617453550 info@enviroca-
respain.com www.envirocare.com 

AIRFLOW Airconditioning for re-
pairs. New installations. Units from 
600€ inclusive. 952443222 
Whatsapp 637554316 air-
flowspain@live.com 

Cleaning Services 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-

down. Pleated. Colors. Nick 

647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

Others 

BABY- child whisperer Lack of sleep? 
Unsettled baby? Challenging child 
behaviour? Stressful home life? Ad-
vice from UK registered Health Visi-
tor all things parenting including 
sleep and behaviour packages. 
www.maatfamily.com info@maat-
family.com +34602472460 

WOMANavailable for dog, house 
sitting, grocery runs, school runs, 
companionship any other jobs also 
considered. Benalmadena, Fuengi-
rola, Mijas. Call 602062225 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Insurance 

Translators 

OFFICIAL Translations. All lan-
guages. 952789204. Mobile 
654613094. Sanpedrotransla-
tions@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork?  Recovery docu-
ment service available,  fast con-
fidential,  reliable.  617910147    
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 
MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr. Always 
on time. 651081610 

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport. 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular transport services with 
custom clearance. Spain, UK in-
cluding Scotland and Ireland. 
952426463 www.brcspain.com 

www.moveit-storeit.comPhone 
David 696 810 618 

RELIABLE Removals company, based 
in Malaga, covering Spain/UK/Ire-
land, and the rest of Europe. Stor-
age available. Tel +34621047805/ 
+44(0)7597191410 

 
www.becksmovers.com 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20€ hour + 
fuel. Steve 602637242 

SPAIN/UK UK/SPAIN. Part full loads. 
Pet transport. Micknick0730@hot-
mail.co.uk 637980655 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-

lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. 
House/garage/ bar clearances. 
Steve 602637242 

WANTED household/ garden fur-
niture. 20yrs on the Coast. 
660366033 

WE BUY collections of stamps, coins 
,antiques of all kinds. Cash paid, if 
interested call Peter on Whatsapp 
0034  618090073 

FURNITUREfor sale. Dining table, 
chairs, coffee tables & more. tel. 
676393938 

KARAOKE to Buy or Update Songs 
in ALL Languages. 664-540-154 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & Finance problems. Call 
now. Cash waiting. 687049592 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

 
CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 
or Spanish...685524921 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models... from exotic 
to classic. Spanish/ English/ Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any 
age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

PHONE me first or last!! I pay 

more!! Cars/caravans/motorbikes 

or commercial. 660366033 

500 SL Mod 230 Silver 65.000km 

14700€ Tel. 606611217 

HYUNDAY i30 estate year 2012 uk 
reg rhd white 2 keys, 6 speed. Good 
working air conditioner. Taxed and 
mot good, runner ideal to go back 
to the uk. 2400€ Telephone 
611386014 or 07403200234. 

AUTOMATIC Fiat 500 just serviced 
low kms, great condition e5995. 
687474407 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 
CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying or registering & save 
tax. www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 
PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5mins from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/606101807 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 

Now! Tel:952028080 Email: 

info@localsoft.co Web:  

 

  www.localsoft.com 
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TRAUMJOBbei Lottoland? Jackpot! 
Werde Teil eines der erfolgreichsten 
Start-Ups in Europa. Starte deine 
Karriere bei Lottoland und finde dei-
nen deutschsprachigen Traumjob. 
Weitere Informationen und Andfor-
derungen unter: www.lottolandcor-
porate.com/careers/ oder schreibe 
eine E-mail an: teamrecruit@lot-
toland.com.  Business level written 
and spoken English required. 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

MALE  60s WLTM woman into gar-

dening for garden center visits. Mar-

bella 952932600 

Clairvoyants 

SABINE, proficent, 18 years of ex-
perience. Spiritual one to reading, 
family constellations. Tel. or 
whatsapp. 622825153 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia 
656350401 

BENALMADENA: American woman 
dedicates for Golfers massage done 
on a professional massage table. 
Senior 50% off. 7am onwards/ 7 
days. 658189191 

VICKY and Kim qualified ladies four 
hands massage (not a sex service) 
65, reduced rates. Mask are essen-
tial. Benalmadena tlf 621395221 

SHAVING sensitive area by mature 
japanese masseuse. Luxury prem-
ises in Fuengirola 610396186 

Therapists 

ESTEPONA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy COSRT&BACP 
Accredited. Individuals& Couples 
+447813944146 Richard 
www.sextherapymarbella.es 

Dentists 

DENTAL clinic. Meet assistent, train-
ing clinic. Email: opedent@yahoo.es 
Whatsapp: 600044606 

Hairdressers 

MOBILEHairdresser, all types of hair 
including extensions, available Benal-
madena/  Fuengirola /Mijas. Call 
602062225 

Mobility 

SENIORWORLD: (Est. 2008) Mo-
bility Scooters, wheelchairs, stair-
lifts, nursing beds, rise ’n’ recline 
chairs & a large range of daily living 
aids for sale or hire, for a better life. 
Visit our showroom in Los Boliches, 
or call 952663131/670964181 for 
advice & best prices 

Others 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) &Tadalafil (Ci-
alis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack of 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

MALE female. Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, mixed trial packs. 

 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

TV / SATELLITE 

Satellite Installation 

BBC SYSTEM iptv full sky Tv all coast  
coverage Jose Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 
670443838, 952443838. Also avail-
able sound systems color Tv. mail 
josesottoamselem77@gmail.com 

REPAIR/ SETUP: Smart TV, Satel-
lite, Wireless, Networks, Internet, 
Computers, Radio, CCTV, Marine 
Electronics. Andrew: 711021678 
www.costaelectronicsolu-
tions.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

VCOMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV 
Issues? PC’s and Laptops sup-
plied, repaired and upgraded. 
Malware/ Virus Removal. 19yrs 
helping people. info@soltecs-
pain.com Neil: 662379899 

CLASSES 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method. Simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel or whatsapp 646066351.la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11476

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

The people you meet may have the 

effect of opening your mind to new 

ideas and opportunities. Watch finances 

though, as mistakes could be expensive.   

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

If you can leave important matters until 

next week you’ll have a better chance of 

getting the outcome you desire and of 

everyone being happy.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

You may have things to do, but getting 

down to it might be hard. The end of 

the week could bring a reality check 

though.   

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

What jobs or tasks get to you the most, 

and how long do they take? Are you 

doing things to make others happy and 

resenting the time given? Be firmer 

about what you can and can’t do.   

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Need to make key decisions? You may 

have some big ideas, but some of them 

might be impractical. A balance 

between inspiration and prudence can 

truly help.  

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

As Mercury moves into Libra, 

decluttering and tidying up could make 

it easier to unwind. Keen to seal a deal 

or reach an agreement? Comb the 

details for any hidden mistakes.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Finances may need careful handling, as 

the Mars/Neptune tie could cause 

things to sparkle even if they’re flawed. 

Don’t rush into making purchases.     

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Going with the flow may be a better 

option than trying to nail people down 

or get a commitment, as it might all 

come to nothing. Something you really 

want may be in a sale next weekend. 

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Mercury’s move into your sign early on 

can encourage you to take the lead and 

start conversations and discussions. 

Have too much on? There’s no need to 

feel guilty for saying no.  

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

The end of next week could be a time of 

reckoning, when you can ask for 

concessions and be given them, no 

questions asked.  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

Just as you’re getting it together, you 

may feel dismayed at a lack of obvious 

progress. Keep at it; by the end of next 

week you’ll have done more than you 

thought possible. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

You could get the wrong end of the stick 

and completely mess up something. 

This may be down to the confusing 

Mars/Neptune tie, which might leave 

you wondering why you bothered at all.

3 9

1 3 6

9 6 4 2

3 2 1 8 7

5

7 1 8

3 9

8 2

5 9 4 7

DIFÍCIL

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find where 

the fleet of ships (1 

battleship, 2 cruisers, 3 

destroyers, 4 submarines) 

are hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid indicate 

how many of the squares in 

that row are filled in with 

ships or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled in to 

start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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QUIZ

1. Moon 2. Venus 3. Mars                     
4. Augusta

Which golf course hosts 
the US Masters?

Across Down

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution Sudoku solution

Sudou

After the unbearable heat of the 
recent heatwave it is a relief to 
return to the normal summer 
temperatures and cool breezes 
on the Costa del Sol. We are now 
over halfway through the sum-
mer and it won’t be long before 
the autumn and more change-
able weather arrives. Unfortu-
nately there was no Malaga Fair  
again this year but SUR in Eng-
lish we hope we can brighten up 
this final stretch of the summer  
with the usual combination of 
news and features. Meanwhile it’s 
already time to start talking about 
going “back to school”.  
Last weekend saw the start of the 
football season and we’ll bring the 
Malaga CF match reports to you 
online and in Friday’s edition of 
the newspaper. Let’s hope we’ll be 
reporting lots of wins for the Blues 
and Whites. Don’t forget you can 
contact us with your news and 
views by emailing surineng-
lish.su@diariosur.es or via Face-
book @surenglish or Twitter 
@SUR_English.

Answer: 1974 

Of interest: The Terracotta 

Army.a collection of terracotta 

sculptures depicting the armies 

of Qin Shi Huang, the first 

Emperor of China, was 

discovered in a field by farmers.   

Answer: Lead violin 

Of interest: The concertmaster  

is the leader of the first violin 

section and tunes the orchestra, 

plays solo passages and 

specifies how the violin parts 

should be played(called first 

chair in US).  

Answer: Augusta 

Of interest: Scheduled for the 

first full week of April, the 

Masters is the first major of the 

year and is always held at the 

Augusta National Golf Club, a 

private course in  the city of 

Augusta, Georgia, US. 

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

The letter represented by the 
question mark is U.  Uruguay, 
Paraguay, Ecuador, all South 
American countries.

THE SUR IN ENGLISH 
COLUMN

Autumn is on 
its way

The seven differences

Language Crossword

Circlegram

LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

Quiz answers

1. conductor 2. lead violinist    
3. pianist 4. lead percussionist

Who is normally the 
concert master?

1. 2007 2. 1990 3. 1987              
4. 1974

In which year was the 
terracotta army  of Xian 
discovered?
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T
he British music scene of 
the 1980s was one of the 
most magical times in the 

history of pop music and numer-
ous bands that cut their teeth dur-
ing this period went on to become 
some of the biggest artists in the 
world. Many of these are still at 
the forefront of today’s music 
scene, while the music of those 
that have disappeared is con-
stantly reproduced by tribute acts 
that refuse to let this era fade. 

Alan Dreezer, a British singer 
and composer who now lives in 
Mijas, is one person who grew up 
during the ‘80s. He became so 
engrossed in the new wave mu-
sic scene that he soon realised 
that this was what he wanted to 
do. However, he decided that he 
would not become just another 
tribute singer: instead, he used 
his influences of the ‘80s and his 
incredible vocal talents to create 
his own unique style of synth-pop 
music. 

Born in Chelmsford, Essex, in 
1964, Alan’s journey into the 
world of music began in 1982 
when he formed a duo with a 
childhood friend, and they soon 
began to get noticed. The band 
were signed to a management 
company and were invited to go 
on tour with one of the first boy 
bands. However, the road to suc-
cess soon came to a halt. 

“It all started at school when 
me and a friend formed a duo. Af-
ter a few years we signed a man-
agement deal and were invited 
to do a tour with Brother Beyond. 
For one reason or another, that 
was as close to real success that 
we ever got, because our band 
dissolved a year later,” Alan told 
SUR in English. 

After the band split, Alan put 
his music on hold and went to 
work for a major electronics re-

tailer. He also got married and 
had a family, so there was little 
time to pursue his passion for 
music.  

Personal tragedy 
In 2006, Alan decided to reignite 
his musical career. He began 
working on new songs with Rus-
sell Aylett, his former song writ-
ing partner, but the project was 
derailed following his partner’s 
tragic death. 

“I decided to give music an-
other go at the beginning of 2006. 
I started working on some solo 
material with Russell but 
scrapped the project following 
his shocking murder. My best 
friend’s passing hit me hard and 
making music seemed insignifi-
cant for years,” he said.  

In late 2010, after much per-
suasion, Alan reluctantly joined a 
covers band, but the project was 
short lived. It was at this time that 
he decided to concentrate on a 
solo career. After several years 
working on his own compositions, 
he went into the studio in 2017 

to record London E12, his first 
solo CD.  

“I was a kind of frustrated mu-
sician. I began travelling the UK 
gigging with a covers band. This 
was more rock based and this was 
not really my scene, so I decided 
to go into a studio and work on a 
solo project. I was working harder 
at my writing than ever before 
and was also learning more and 
more about marketing and pro-
motion.  This was everything that 
I always wanted to do and the re-
sult was my first solo album,” the 
mild-mannered singer explained.  

Change of scenery 
The following year, Alan decided 
to visit Spain with the idea of liv-
ing here for part of the year in or-
der to concentrate on his musi-
cal career. He eventually settled 
in Mijas in April 2019. He soon 
fell in love with the area and even 
used the province to shoot some 
promotional videos.  

However, the pandemic de-
railed many of Alan’s plans to 
honour live performance com-
mitments in the UK, but it did 
give him the opportunity to fin-
ish working on the songs for his 
second CD, Healed, which will be 
released on the 21 September.  

Alan’s music has a very ‘80s 
feel and this is something that he 
has strived to achieve as he be-
lieves that the magical music of 
this era still has a place on today’s 
music scene.  

“My music is difficult to de-
scribe, because I don’t like to stick 
to one genre. I am a massive 
George Michael and Tony Hadley 
fan, so they have been a big in-
fluence in the writing side. When 
you grow up with this it almost 
becomes part of your DNA,” the 
singer concluded. 

www.alandreezer.com 

British singer Alan Dreezer is getting ready for the release of his second solo CD in September.  SUR

Embracing 
electropop 
culture 

 Synth-pop music.  Mijas-based 
singer and composer Alan 
Dreezer began his career on the 
1980s UK pop scene and today 
his music continues to 
promote this nostalgic era 

 
 
 
TONY 
BRYANT 


