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OLIVE 

HARVEST.  

FROM TREE 

TO TABLE
Aloreña green table olives 
have protected status and 
are gathered with tradition 
and much care to ensure 
their high quality P14-15

Getting a permit to park in dis-
abled spaces - known as Blue 
Badges and a mobility lifeline for 
many people - has turned into a 
waiting game in Malaga province. 

The system, which users say 
was always slow, is now taking 
even longer to the extent that ap-
plicants are being warned they 
may need to wait up to two years. 

A person needs an assessment 
of their level of disability at an of-
ficial centre in Malaga city, which  

is needed for other services as 
well, such as special benefits. Ex-
tra staff have been taken on but 
still not enough for the some 
12,000 seen a year, based on pre-
pandemic figures. 

British residents - and holiday-
makers as well - who have UK-is-
sued Blue Badges now have the 
added complication that their per-
mits are not officially valid to park 
following Brexit and many are still 
waiting for Spanish ones.  P2&3

The regional authorities in Malaga 
province have admitted they cannot cope 
with demand for disability assessments 
and are prioritising urgent cases

Two-year wait 
for a Spanish 
Blue Badge 
parking permit

A procession to 
lift the spirits 
of a Costa 
community  P4

The annual procession of the patron saint of  
San Pedro Alcántara took place for the  

first time in two years on Tuesday. JOSELE

Price rises are  
already hitting 
families with an 
estimated 750 euros 
of extra costs a year  P16
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The regional Ministry of 
Social Policies has taken on 
15 extra staff but users are 
being warned in writing that 
there is a considerable delay 
in getting a Blue Badge 

MALAGA. People with physical 
and psychological disabilities 
often come up against brick 
walls in many aspects of their 
lives, but it is particularly diffi-
cult for them when one of these 
is their relationship with the 
authorities who, paradoxically, 
are supposed to cushion their 
difficulties by providing assis-
tance, resources and documen-
tation to accredit their special 
circumstances.  

Confirmation of their level of 
disability, parking permits for 
people with reduced mobility, 
certificates of early retirement, 
reports to justify their need and 
eligibility for an adapted home, 
access to loans and social bene-
fits - these are just some of the 
processes handled by the Dis-
ability Assessment Centre (CVD) 
in Malaga, but even after two 
shock programmes to improve 
the system, not only has the 
waiting time not reduced but it 
has actually become worse.  

Because of the pandemic this 
service, which is run by the 
Junta de Andalucía’s Ministry of 
Equality, Social Policies and Con-
ciliation, has experienced even 
longer delays than normal in 
processing applications for as-
sessment, so whereas people 
were already having to wait 
about a year and a half, it is now 
more likely to be two years be-
fore their assessment is com-
pleted at this centre in Malaga.   

This increase in waiting time 
means the province is now the 
one with the longest delays, com-
pared with other evaluation cen-
tres in the region. This is despite 
the fact that, in July last year, 
the regional government set up 
a three-month programme (from 
August to October) to reduce the 
backlog and has repeated it 
again this summer.   

The 19 extra professionals 
who were contracted for this 
purpose in 2020 did speed up 
the processing and they worked 
overtime in the afternoons to 
shorten the waiting lists, paying 
special attention for cases in-
volving children.  

According to the data provided 
by the Ministry, during those 
three months in 2020 a total of 

2,043 assessments were carried 
out, which was over three times 
more than the 560 in the same 
period in 2019. 

For the 2021 programme an 
extra 15 people were taken on 
and the results are expected to 
be similar, but the number of 
applications is still far higher 
than the service’s resources. In 
fact, the CVD itself has been tell-
ing users that they should make 
an official complaint about the 
delays, which at the moment are 
two years.  

SUR has seen an official let-
ter which has been sent to peo-
ple who had asked about pro-
gress in their case, and it makes 
reference to the centre being 
overwhelmed: “This Assessment 
Centre has verified that your ap-
plication for Recognition of De-
gree of Disability... is being proc-
essed. We advise you that dis-
ability assessments are currently 
taking about two years from the 
time the application is regis-
tered.” 

These delays, which can also 
be checked via the disability in-
formation phone number in An-
dalucía (900 555 564), have ex-
acerbated the situation at the 
CVD in Malaga, and it was some-
thing that been building up not 
just from before the pandemic 
but for a long time before that 
crisis began.  

The Junta de Andalucía says 
these centres “had accumulated 
a long backlog of work with no 

change in the structure, organi-
sation or procedures in the past 
15 years,” and among the main 
causes for this collapse it refers 
to “the ageing population, the 
economic crisis, the high rate of 
structural unemployment, new 
duties assigned under regula-
tions, new situations resulting 
from Covid-19, etc”.    

The figures before the pan-
demic were as follows: every day 
the centre registered between 
150 and 180 applications for 
general procedures (such as cer-
tificates, information and, above 
all, disability assessments) and 
the professionals completed 
more than 70 assessments each 
day. In other words, more than 
1,440 a month and about 12,000 
a year.  

It should also be noted that 
Malaga is not only the worst 
province in Andalucía in terms 
of delays - it is also the one with 
the fewest staff, if you take into 
account the ratio of the disabled 
population of the province.  

The most recent update of the 
statistics shows that Malaga  
has around 120,000 people with 
at least 33 per cent disability, 
higher than the figure for  
Seville, where it is fewer than 
114,000.   

If the focus is placed on re-
sources, the assessment centre 
in Malaga has nine teams (each 
includes a doctor, a psycholo-
gist and a social worker) and 
around a dozen administrative 

staff, while in Seville city there 
are twelve of these specialist 
teams.  

The increase in the waiting 
list obliges those in charge of 
the service to use a triage sys-
tem similar to that used in the 
Emergency department of a hos-
pital. The technicians evaluate 
how urgent each application is 
when it arrives, in accordance 
with criteria set by regulations, 
and if a case is considered to ful-
fil the conditions to be classi-
fied as extremely urgent, it goes 
automatically to the top of the 
list. In essence, this would only 
occur if the life of the patient is 
seriously compromised. The re-
mainder, who are the majority, 
are then dealt with in turn. 

“The solution is a problem” 
“What this means is that some-
thing which is meant to be the 
start of a solution for someone 
with disability turns into the 
main problem,” complains Al-
fredo de Pablos, president of an 
association called Agrupación 
de Desarrollo Málaga Accesible. 
It consists of about 80 associa-
tions which are linked to dis-
ability and has been coming up 
against this “impossible bottle-
neck” at the CVD in Malaga for 
years.  

 “You have to bear in mind 
that without this document to 
prove the level of disability, chil-
dren with problems cannot go 
to school, people can’t access 
assistance, or therapies, or park-
ing permits for people with lim-
ited mobility,” says De Pablos, 
referring to just some of  
the problems caused by the  
delays.  

He says the associations, 
which are the first place people 
tend to go to when faced with 
delays, asking for help with their 
applications, “are desperate” 
and are planning to ask for a for-
mal meeting with Patricia Na-
varro, the regional government’s 
Malaga representative, to put 
their case to her.    

With regard to this collapse 
of the system, the regional gov-
ernment’s Ministry of Equality, 
through the General Director-
ate for People with Disability and 
Inclusion, has said that it is 
“working to improve the serv-
ice in all the assessment centres 
in Andalucía and especially in 
this one in Malaga province be-
cause of the high numbers of ap-
plications it deals with.”   

The shock plan (which is cur-
rently underway), streamlining 
processing through modernised 
technology and a new appoint-
ments system are among the 
measures they plan to use to 
achieve this. 

Bureaucratic backlog locally sees people with 
disabilities waiting two years for their assessment 

ANA  
PÉREZ-BRYAN 
 

The centre in Malaga has 
longer delays than any 
other in Andalucía and 
has the fewest resources, 
bearing in mind the 
number of applications it 
has to deal with 

Before the pandemic 
every day the centre 
registered between 150 
and 180 applications and 
the professionals 
completed more than 70 
assessments  

Above, one of the waiting rooms at the assessment centre in Malaga.   SUR



October 22nd to 28th 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

3 NEWS

There has been a lot of 
confusion concerning the 
validity of the British 
disabled parking permits 
in Spain following the 
UK’s exit from the EU 

TONY BRYANT  

FUENGIROLA. One of the concerns 
for disabled expats living on the 
Costa del Sol is the time it takes 
to receive a parking permit - or 
Blue Badge - issued by the Span-
ish authorities. These worries 
have been added to by lack of cer-
tainty over whether British-is-
sued Blue Badges are still valid 
in Spain after Brexit for both resi-
dents or holidaymakers.  

In order to qualify for a Span-
ish-issued Blue Badge, a resident 
needs to go through the disabil-
ity registration process. This has 
become a hurdle for many British 
expats, a problem pointed out by 
Linda Ewen, the welfare officer 
of Age Concern Fuengirola, Mi-
jas and Benalmádena. 

“In order to obtain a Spanish 

disability badge, people need to 
first make an appointment with 
their own doctor, who will then 
refer them to social services. 

“We are currently helping a 
lady who has been waiting for 
two years to receive her Spanish 
Blue Badge, but the process is 
long and there doesn’t seem to 
be any sensible explanation for 
the delay. This is totally unac-
ceptable, but that is how it is,” 
Linda explained to SUR in  
English. 

Although the charity cannot 
directly help with the actual proc-
ess of registering as disabled, it 
can help people with informa-
tion about where and how to reg-
ister. It can also provide a trans-
lator to deal with the process, 
which is another “problem for 
many elderly Brits living on the 
coast”. 

“It has always been the same 
here in Spain. Even in the UK, it 
takes quite some time to receive 
a badge, but nowhere near as 
long as here. I know there is a 
backlog due to the pandemic, but 
I think the problem goes back 

further than this. We are con-
stantly hearing about people 
struggling because of the wait. 
This is a big problem and some-
thing that needs addressing as 
soon as possible,” she said. 

Spain is one of several EU 
countries that no longer recog-
nises the UK vehicle Blue Badge 
following Brexit.  

The British government’s 
gov.uk website states that UK dis-
ability parking badges are not 
currently recognised in Spain 
but negotiations are ongoing with  
several EU countries about pos-
sible acceptance. 

It adds that those wishing to 
park on disabled spots in Span-
ish towns must be in possession 
of a Spanish disability badge. The 
website goes on to say that the 
international guidelines are “sub-
ject to change”, advising travel-
lers to Spain and expats living in 
Spain to check with the Spanish 
embassy or even their town coun-
cil for any local rules. 

However, although some other 
EU countries do not accept the 
British permit, such as Portugal, 
Italy, France, Greece and Luxem-
bourg, there are many that will: 
these include Austria, Belgium, 
Cyprus, Denmark, Germany and 
The Netherlands.

Uncertainty over Blue Badges 
hits expats and holidaymakers 

Delays and lack of clarity.  SUR

Have you been affected?  
Are you faced with a delay getting 
a Spanish badge or have you 

stopped using your UK badge?  If 
you have an opinion about this or 
any other topic in SUR in English, 

we want to hear from you. We may 
publish your comments. 
   Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es

SUR 

MALAGA. From today (22 Octo-
ber) bookings are expected to 
be allowed with providers of 
cheaper lateral-flow tests in 
England - taken by vaccinated 
travellers two days after they 
arrive from so-called ‘safe’ 
countries, including Spain. 

In two days time (24 Octo-
ber) arrivals in England will no 
longer have to take a dearer 
PCR test for Covid-19 but can 
take one of these quicker an-
tigen tests, paying for it from 
a recognised private supplier.   

Scotland, Wales and North-
ern Ireland still maintain the 
PCR test rule.      

Tourism bosses in Malaga 
and the Costa del Sol are ex-
pecting to see the benefits of 
the cheaper tests in attracting 
the British market back - which 
has the highest market share 
of foreign tourism in the area.     

In September Malaga Air-
port had 67% of the passen-
ger levels it had in the same 
month before the pandemic. 

International 
arrivals to England 
can swap PCRs for 
antigen tests from 
24 October
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The patron saint blessed 
onlookers on a shorter 
route than usual in the 
first procession since the 
pandemic 

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS 

MARBELLA. People were eager to 
hit the streets in San Pedro Alcán-
tara on Tuesday for a traditional 
event that they hadn’t seen for two 
years. San Pedro’s church was full, 
with others waiting outside in the 
square to see the procession of 
their patron saint being carried 
through the streets, the first relig-
ious one since the beginning of 
the pandemic. 

The image left the church at 
midday, hoisted on shoulders to 
the rhythm of the Spanish national 
anthem.  

Such was the emotion and the 
heat that there was one image car-
rier who fainted, although emer-
gency services and the mayor of 
Marbella, Ángeles Muñoz, attended 
the man who was taken away by 
ambulance. Despite being a shorter 
route than most years, there were 
still plenty of onlookers, both lo-
cal and from afar, including a 
group of English women. Linda, 
Barbara, Diana and another Bar-
bara all spend half the year on the 
Costa del Sol and they always come 
to the procession in San Pedro. 
“First we watch the procession 

and after we have some wine and 
tapas,” said Linda. 

Deputy mayor for San Pedro, 
Javier García, thanked the town 
for their calm behaviour which 
meant people could “have fun but 
also comply with all the health 
measures”.  

He also called the ‘feria’ festivi-
ties, the first  since 2019 and which 
finished over the weekend, a re-
sounding success, as well as prais-
ing the public services for their 
work throughout the events and 
making sure everyone stuck to the 
rules. 

Full terraces 

One of the feria’s main objectives  
was that hotels and restaurants 
took centre stage. “We’re very 
happy with San Pedro residents’ 
enthusiasm to have fun. We  
wanted to recover the traditional 
feria’s location in the centre,” 
García said. 

The town’s streets were buzz-
ing with activity, with terraces full 
of locals and visitors as San Pedro 
blessed his citizens again, accom-
panied by a local  band.Scenes from Tuesday’s celebrations in San Pedro.  JOSELE

Emotion and tears as 
processions return 
to San Pedro

The selection process will 
start in Marbella this 
Friday and candidates 
must have at least one 
year of experience in a 4 
or 5 star hotel 

J. DUEÑAS
 

MARBELLA. Recruitment com-
pany Adecco has opened a se-
lection process in Marbella to 
fill one hundred vacancies in 
the hotel sector. 

Specifically, they are looking 
for candidates with a minimum 
of one year experience in 4 and 
5-star hotels for the positions of 
waiters, bartenders and other 
catering assistants at a 5-star 
luxury establishment in the 
town. Candidates must be able to 
demonstrate they have had ca-
tering training and possess a 

good command of English. 
Those interested must make 

an appointment by calling 
600907404 or by email: 
m a l a g a . h o s t e l e -
ria@adecco.com. 

The selection process begins 
today, 22 October. It will run for 
several weeks with individual 
and group interviews with the 
applicants.

Plans progress for future  
luxury homes in Marbella 

Advances have been 
made on zonal plans 
where homes are to be 
built on plots in the 
Nagüeles area and near 
Marbella Club 

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS 

MARBELLA. The construction of 
250 luxury homes in Marbella is 
closer to approval after a local gov-
ernment meeting last Monday. Ini-
tial approval for these homes falls 
under what is known as partial 
plans, which allows developers to 
continue the town’s expansion de-
spite leaving the current limits set 
by the master urban development 
plan, known as the PGOU. 

The town hall spokesman, Fé-
lix Romero, specified that they had 
passed initial approval for the par-
tial plan for the area known as Ver-

diales III, next to the Marbella Club, 
for which a “low density model im-
plemented in other areas” has been 
established. This means that 
34,000 square metres will be freed 
up for the construction of 28 luxury 
homes. 

“It’s a privileged area in Mar-
bella where there will be new, qual-
ity investments that also respect 
the environment,” said the spokes-
man. Marbella has also approved 
a draft for another partial plan in 
the Arroyo de la Cruz area, in  
Nagüeles. In this case, it’s an es-
sential procedure in order to be 
able to carry out the mandatory 
environmental assessment. 

Urban planning continues to 
play a key role in the Marbella econ-
omy and its drive is a determining 
factor in the town’s growth. The 
town hall is currently  developing 
a new urban development scheme 
which hasn’t been updated since 

1986.  
Spokesman Romero said that 

the plans will generate an impor-
tant investment in the town al-
though it can’t yet be quantified. 
He also said that both plans are 
being developed based on the cur-
rent PGOU, and verification checks 
have been established so that plan-
ning is compatible with the work 
that’s been done on the new PGOU.  

 “These plans have been driven 
by private capital,” he added. The 
town hall is in charge of verifying 
the legality of the plans and then 
carries out the necessary adminis-
trative procedures, which can be 
delayed for over a year. 

The green light was also given 
to first occupancy licences on three 
homes worth around two million 
euros in total. Marbella council 
holds these developments as proof 
that it’s still an attractive town to 
invest in. 

Search starts for 100 staff at 
a five-star resort on the 
Costa del Sol

Staff required.  SUR (FILE PHOTO)
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Valencia. They marched from Ato-
cha to the Puerta del Sol to make 
their demands heard: they want 
a “distributed and fair” model of 
energy transition, and access to 
energy to be more democratic. 
“The way they are developing re-
newable energy projects is an of-
fence against the locations, their 
biodiversity, their rights and their 
real options for the future. Our slo-
gan is ‘Renewables, yes, but not 
like this’, and we want an energy 
model that, for once, puts people 
and life at the centre of things,” 
they explained.   

The protesters from Malaga set 
off from two departure points. One 
was Álora, where the coach left at 
7.55am with a second stop at Zalea 
before heading for Madrid. It con-
tained representatives of groups 
from the whole Guadalhorce val-

ley and inland areas, where nu-
merous solar parks have been 
planned. The other departure point 
was Casares, stopping at Casares 
Costa, Estepona, Benahavís and 
San Pedro Alcántara to pick up 
more members of protest groups 
from the Costa del Sol.  

“Fair” energy transition  
When the march ended at the 
Puerta del Sol, speeches were 
made by communicator Odile Ro-
dríguez de la Fuente, university 
professor Margarita Mediavilla 
de Geeds-Uva and farmer Joa-
quín Araujo. Aliente spokesper-
sons Luis Bolonio and Diana Os-
una explained the objectives of 
this protest march and called for 
a “fair” energy transition.  

The protesters say that these 
megaparks will mean more than 

10 million square metres of land 
will be covered in photovoltaic pan-
els, especially in Coín, Alozaina, 
Casarabonela, Guaro, Monda, Ojén 
and Marbella. 

 “Expropriation of private land 
and the destruction of environ-

mentally valuable areas are be-
coming normalised now, and be-
cause the authorities are doing 
very little about it and applying 
very few resources to the problem, 
it’s up to the people to do some-
thing to get it stopped,” they say. 

Protest groups from 
Casares, Coín and Álora 
went to the Spanish 
capital to take part in a 
demonstration organised 
by Aliente 

ANDREA JIMÉNEZ
 

MALAGA. Different groups of peo-
ple in Malaga who are against the 
planned solar megaparks took part 
in a massive protest march in Ma-
drid this week. It was organised by 
Aliente (Alianza Energía y Territo-
rio), an association made up of 
more than 170 organisations from 
all over the country. Residents of 
municipalities such as Casares, 
Coín, Álora and Pizarra were there, 
together with protestors from Gra-
nada, Teruel, Zaragoza, León and 

Malaga protesters take part in Madrid 
march against solar megaparks  

A moment during the protest march in Madrid.  SUR

MIJAS 

The investigating judge 
has decided that no 
criminal charges should 
be pressed in connection 
with the  tragedy 

JUAN CANO / ÁLVARO FRÍAS 

MIJAS. A court in Fuengirola has 
shelved the criminal inquiry into 
the deaths of a man and two of 
his children, both minors, in a 
Mijas Costa swimming pool at 
Christmas 2019. 

The judge ruled that it could 
not be “duly justified” that a crime 
had been committed and that, af-
ter the numerous tests carried 
out, “it is not appropriate to blame 
the fatal outcome on any person”. 

The tragic incident happened 

on December 24, 2019, at the 
Club La Costa World resort, where 
London pastor Gabriel Diya was 
holidaying with his wife and three 
children - two girls, 9 and 14, and 
a 16-year-old boy. 

According to witnesses, the nine-
year-old girl had difficulty getting 
out of the pool, so both the father 
and her brother jumped into the 
water with the intention of help-
ing her. All three drowned. 

Lack of swimming skills 
According to the judge’s report, 
they died of “suffocation due to 
submersion probably due to the 
lack of swimming skills coupled 
with the tension, nerves and panic 
they suffered trying to save their 
own lives and that of their fam-
ily member”. 

The court shelved the case, with 
the approval of the Public Prose-

cutor’s Office, after studying the 
evidence in two reports from the 
Guardia Civil, among others. 

A Mijas judicial police team re-
port concluded that there was no 
“anomaly in the pool filter and 
cleaning system”, and, in addi-
tion, that “no element of the pool 
presented usage deficiencies” or 
“an added danger to activities in 
the aquatic environment”. 

The Guardia Civil’s underwa-
ter search team, GEAS, reached 
the same conclusion after ex-
amining the swimming pool  
installation. 

Throughout the court inves-
tigation, several expert reports 
issued both by technicians from 
the Junta del Andalucía, Mijas 
town council and others, at the 
request of the family of the de-
ceased and insurance compa-
nies involved in the case, were 
also studied. 

Although some found that the 
pool showed certain anomalies, 
it had the corresponding munici-
pal opening licence and complied 
with the required technical cer-
tifications, as reported by the Su-
perior Court of Justice of Anda-
lucía (TSJA).

Court rules ‘no one to 
blame’ after father and two 
children drowned in Mijas 

HERE AND THERE

MARBELLA 

Best tourist destination 
in Europe nomination 

J. M. MARTÍN.  Marbella has been 
nominated for the 2022 Best 
Tourist Destination in Europe 
award, which is granted by the 
European Best Destinations travel 

website. The advantages of this 
award are significant; the pro-
motion is estimated at ten mil-
lion euros, in addition to the dif-
fusion on international media 
such as Forbes, Vogue, Yahoo and 
Geo. The title is awarded by an 
online vote on the European Best 
Destinations website from Janu-
ary 20 to February 10, 2022.

MALAGA 

Date set for switching on 
of Christmas lights  

J. SOTO.  Malaga has set the date 
for the official switch on of the 
city’s Christmas lights this year. 
As is tradition, the city council 
will turn on the festive lights on 
the last Friday in November, the 
26th, although it is not yet known 
if there will be a light and sound 
show. The lighting appears to be 
much the same as last year, as 
the arches have already been in-
stalled in Calle Larios.

MARBELLA 

New York Summit 
Awards held in Marbella 

J. DUEÑAS.  The fifth New York 
Summit Awards will be held in 
the Palacio de Ferias y Congre-
sos, Marbella, on 19 November. 
It will be the first time that the 
event, which highlights Hispanic 
management and leadership, 
has been held outside the US. 
World leaders and experts in 
the field of economics, entre-
preneurship, technology and in-
novation will attend.
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Tribute was paid to the 
founder of the Cudeca 
hospice charity, who died 
in June, at the service on 
Monday 

RACHEL HAYNES 

MALAGA. More than 300 people 
were in Malaga Cathedral on Mon-
day evening to attend the funeral 
mass for the founder of the Cudeca 
hospice foundation, Joan Hunt. 

The British woman who will go 
down in history as the pioneer of 
palliative care on the Costa del Sol 
died on 24 June this year, aged 92. 

Among the congregation at the 
service, which was led by the 
Bishop of Malaga, Jesús Catalá, 
were friends, volunteers and staff 
of the Benalmádena-based cancer 
care charity, as well as represen-
tatives of local and regional authori-
ties and private institutions and 
the foundation’s board of trustees. 

Accompanying the president of 
Cudeca Ricardo Urdiales, were 
Juan Carlos Maldonado and Na-
tacha Rivas, both vice-presidents 
of the Diputación provincial gov-
ernment; Carlos Bautista and María 

Dolores Fernández Trinidad rep-
resenting the Junta de Andalucía; 
and city councillor Francisco Ja-
vier Pomares Fuertes. 

Following the mass, during 
which the bishop spoke of the im-
portance of Joan’s contribution to 
the local community, the choir per-

formed the Hallelujah Chorus, mu-
sic that charity’s founder had spe-
cifically requested to be heard at 
her funeral. 

A moving tribute was read by 
Cudeca’s CEO and Medical Direc-
tor, Marisa Martín. “Joan was an 
example of the power of determi-

nation, as well as of commitment 
on a social, moral and intellectual 
level,“ she said. Martín stressed 
Joan’s belief in the collective spirit 
of a community and volunteering. 

And when things weren’t always 
going as well as she had hoped, 
said Martín, Joan taught them to 

have faith, with her words: “What 
was meant to be, will be.” 

It was back in 2015 that Joan left 
written instructions for her funeral. 
As well as her choice of music, she 
also asked for an anonymous poem 
to be read, based on the words 
from Mark (16:4) “And when they 
looked, they saw that the stone was 
rolled away.” 

Cudeca’s Medical Director re-
minded the congregation of Joan’s 
habitual farewell message of “God 
bless”.  

“Now it’s our turn to bid fare-
well to Joan with her ‘God bless’,“ 
she said, “Rest in peace.” 

Joan’s last wishes also included 
the following message: “Don’t send 
flowers to my funeral; send a do-
nation.” Anyone who did not get a 
chance to attend the funeral and 
make a donation there  is invited 
to visit the Cudeca website 
www.cudeca.org 

Hundreds attend funeral mass for Cudeca 
founder Joan Hunt in Malaga Cathedral

The regional minister for 
Health says he expects  
mask-wearing to be in 
place in Andalucía until 
the spring  

SUR
 

MALAGA. The regional minister 
for Health in Andalucía, Jesús 
Aguirre, said on Thursday this 
week that he expects a higher 
incidence of flu and other res-
piratory viruses this year than 
last. 

He added that “the use of a 
facemask will still be heavily 
recommended throughout the 
winter, into spring”. 

On Thursday this week  (21 
October) the cumulative case 
rate across the eight provinces of 
Andalucía was  30.6 per 100,000 
people in the last 14 days, up 
slightly on 29.8 the day before 
and up on the 28.4 a week ear-
lier.  The highest incidence rate  
in Andalucía was in the prov-
ince of Almeria and the lowest 
in Cadiz.  

In Malaga province, including 

the Costa del Sol, the incidence 
rate on Thursday was 40.2 per 
100,000, up from 37.7 cases the 
previous day. Costa del Sol and 
Guadalhorce valley health dis-
tricts had the highest rates.  

All the Andalucía region’s 
health districts were officially 
placed on health alert Level Zero 
this week, meaning capacity and 
operating restrictions in bars, 
restaurants and shops were back 
to normal again.

Jesús Aguirre this week.  EP

Covid rate hovers close to 30 
per 100,000 in Andalucía as 
Junta warns on flu this winter

Dr Marisa Martín reads a tribute to Joan Hunt at the service in Malaga Cathedral.  FRANCIS SILVA

Joan Hunt died in June.  SUR
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Located on the 
beachfront, the hotel will 
be the chain’s thirteenth 
establishment on the 
Costa del Sol from 2022 

PILAR MARTÍNEZ
 

MALAGA. The Meliá hotel chain is 
set to grow on the Costa del Sol 
with the incorporation of Las Are-
nas in Benalmadena next year. 

The hotel will form part of the 
Affiliated by Meliá network of in-
dependent establishments that 
maintain their own identity and, 
at the same time, benefit from Me-
liá’s commercial leadership. 

Meliá Hotels International has 
chosen Las Arenas for its “privi-
leged location in one of the most 
popular destinations on the Costa 
del Sol and because it stands out 
for the high quality of what it of-
fers, high standards of service and  
high levels of satisfaction.”  

The beachfront hotel has 162 
rooms and extensive services 
which “in combination with its ex-
perience, make it the ideal place 
to enjoy the location,” said the 
group. It also pointed out that the 

hotel has an outdoor pool and ja-
cuzzi, as well as a restaurant and 
a terrace-bar, with a solarium and 
seating area, “where guests can 
enjoy incredible sunsets.” 

Gabriel Escarrer Jaume, execu-
tive vice president and CEO of Me-
liá, said,“It is a credit that places  
such as Las Arenas hotel, whose 
business is already well-estab-
lished, join Meliá to go forward. 
Created in 2020, Affiliated by Me-
liá is a model that, through alli-

ances like this one, helps us grow 
while offering our support and 
know-how to independent hotels.” 

He explained that 38 hotels are 
already part of this network. Jaume 
said, “The network presents itself 
as an opportunity for independ-
ent hotels to work hand-in-hand 
with one of the main hotel compa-
nies and have Meliá’s resources 
in terms of distribution and loy-
alty, in addition to other à la carte 
services adapted to their needs.”

Meliá takes Las Arenas hotel in 
Benalmádena under its wing

The Las Arenas Hotel which will be  joining the Melía network.  SUR

The government has 
approved plans for the 
80-metre extension 
between Santa Ana and 
Malapesquera beaches 

IVÁN GELIBTER
 

BENALMÁDENA. The project to 
extend the breakwater between 
Santa Ana and Malapesquera 
beaches in Benalmádena is to 
go ahead with a budget of 
600,000, announced Javier Sa-
las, central government’s rep-
resentative in Malaga province, 
on Wednesday.  

“The government has given 
the final go-ahead for this pro-
ject which will help solve the 
problems of erosion and improve 
this stretch of the Benalmádena 
coastline,” said Salas. 

“This is one of the greatest 
tourist resources in the province 
and the government has shown 
its commitment to this sector of 
our economy,” he added. 

Salas also announced that the 
draft national budget for 2022 (if 
it is approved by MPs) includes 
1.3 million euros for this type of 
project to protect and nurture 
the beaches in the province of 
Malaga.

Go-ahead given to extend 
the breakwater on 
Benalmádena’s coastline 

Aerial view of Santa Ana and Malapesquera beaches.  SUR
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COMMUNITY SPIRIT

MIJAS 

T. B.  Age Concern Fuengi-
rola/Mijas/Benalmádena con-
tinued its fundraising drive 
with a sell-out event held at 
the Legends Show Bar in La 
Cala de Mijas last weekend. 
The event, which raised 1,275 
euros, presented a night of 
live entertainment supplied 
by Simone Lisa Kennedy, who 
performed a tribute to Whit-
ney Houston; and the coast’s 
favourite comedy drag act, 
Dragtastic. There was also a 
raffle with prizes donated by 
PCC Wealth, and an auction 
for a bottle of Taittinger 
Champagne, which raised 
150 euros for the charity. 

“The only way to describe 
the evening is fantastic. The 
generosity of patrons was in-
credible and we are truly 
grateful” secretary Steve Mar-
shall said.

Age Concern 
members enjoy 
sell-out charity 
concert 

MIJAS 

T. BRYANT.  Members of La Cala 
de Mijas Lions Club raised 
more than 1,800 euros during 
a charity event held at the villa 
of two of its members last 
week. The event was themed 
around the Oktoberfest cele-

brations and around 40 guests  
enjoyed German cuisine and 
an afternoon of fun and games. 
There was also a raffle with 
prizes donated by local busi-
nesses and individuals. All pro-
ceeds will be donated to the 
Princess Lara Fund.  

The Lions are helping to 
raise the 50,000 euros needed 
to finance a life-saving opera-
tion for Lara, a child who has 
been disabled since birth. 

“The Lions would like to 
thank all of the generous peo-
ple who attended the event,” 
spokesperson Anne Bowles 
said.

La Cala Lions come 
together to raise 
1,800 euros  for 
Princess Lara Fund

MIJAS 

T. BRYANT.  The 11th edition of 
the Charity Country Ramble, 
which was held in Mijas last 
weekend, raised over 5,000 
euros for Animal Care España 
(ACE). Thirty people and sev-
eral of the dogs in the charity’s 
care took part in the event, 
which has been organised each 
year since 2011 by dedicated 
fundraisers Chrissy & Hitch.  

In order to continue caring 
for the 500 dogs currently in its 
care, the shelter is also appeal-
ing for dried food, blankets and 
old towels. Like all animal chari-
ties in the area, the organisa-
tion’s fundraising efforts have 
been badly affected by the pan-
demic, and it is now appealing 
for extra donations and volun-
teers to help the animals dur-
ing the winter months. 

www.ace-charity.org  

Country ramble in aid of 
local dog sanctuary

Walkers and dogs before setting off on the charity ramble.  SUR

MARBELLA 

J. DUEÑAS.  Marbella’s “Marea 
Rosa” road race to raise money 
for the fight against breast can-
cer is due to take place on 7 No-
vember. While the event was 

suspended last year, there were 
more than 2,000 participants 
in 2019. The starting point will 
be at the AECC (Spanish cancer 
association) headquarters lo-
cated on Avenida del Mar at 
11am. There, participants will 
be able to enjoy the atmosphere 
with a musical performance by 
Los Tristes, a Marbella group 
who have been working with the  
association for years.  

Attendees will be able to pur-
chase merchandise for the 
breast cancer campaign and 
crafts made by the volunteers.

Marbella to host 
breast cancer 
fundraising run on 
7 November

112 REPORTS

MALAGA 

Police smash gang 
smuggling drugs in 
cauliflower shipment 

Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO.  Guardia Civil 
officers have found 142 kilos of 
hashish and 148 kilos of mari-
juana hidden among crates of 
cauliflowers when they inter-
cepted lorries leaving the Gua-
dalhorce industrial estate in 
Malaga.  

The investigation, christened 
Operation Torcal, resulted in the 
arrest of eleven alleged drug traf-
fickers. It also uncovered 178 
tonnes of marble worth more 
than four million euros hidden in 
a warehouse and, in raids on 
houses belonging to the gang, 
ten vehicles, 92,000 euros, 7,500 
Swedish krona and 4,230 Swiss 

francs in cash and a large 
amount of high-end jewellery 
and watches. 

The drugs were believed to 
be destined for distribution in 
various countries in the EU.    

One of the lorries seized.  SUR

FUENGIROLA 

Bather, 59, dies on 
Fuengirola beach 

F. TORRES.  The emergency serv-
ices were alerted at 11.15am 
on Wednesday morning to a  
report that a man was drown-
ing off Las Gaviotas beach in 
Fuengirola. 

Local Police officers, who 
were first on the scene, at-

tempted to revive the Hungar-
ian citizen for several minutes 
until paramedics arrived. 

Although the paramedics 
took over the resuscitation ma-
noeuvres, they were unable to 
revive the man and eventually 
were only able to certify his 
death. 

Investigations by the National 
Police have ruled out the in-
volvement of a third party in 
the death.

MARBELLA 

Irish holidaymaker 24, 
drowns in swimming pool 

Á. FRÍAS/ J. CANO.  A young Irish 
man, aged 24, has died in a swim-
ming pool while on holiday in Mar-
bella. The incident happened at 
Finca la Judía, a property located 
on the Camino del Ángel, in the 
Nueva Andalucía area of the town. 

It is reported that a group of 
friends spent the night partying and 
went to bed. When they woke up 
they found their friend floating in 
the swimming pool. 

One of the group raised the alarm 
and told the Andalucía 112 emer-
gency control room they had found 
their friend floating in the water,  
and that they had already pulled 
him out of the pool. 

Despite their efforts, the ambu-
lance crew who arrived quickly on 
the scene were unable to save the 
young man and could only certify 
his death. 

The body was transferred to the 
Institute of Legal Medicine in Malaga 
so that an autopsy could be per-
formed.  

National Police officers have 
opened an investigation into cir-
cumstances leading up to the death, 
although sources have told SUR that 
there were no signs of injury on the 
body of the young man, and it is 
believed that he drowned.
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J. C. / E. C.  Mayor of Sedella Fran-
cisco Abolafio Rodríguez has re-
ported the Axarquía village’s for-
mer priest for allegedly stealing 
jewellery and money which was 
kept in a safe alongside an image 
of its patron saint. 

Following an investigation by 
the Bishop of Malaga and the 
Guardia Civil, the village has re-
covered 12 items. According to lo-
cal residents, the former priest had 
dumped the safe at  a recycling 

centre. However, the money, 
thought to be in the region of 600 
euros, has not been returned. 

The safe was reported missing 
on 12 October, two days after the 
changeover between the old and 
new priest and as preparations 
were under way for a procession 
in the village to mark the Our Lady 
of Pilar holiday on 12 October.   

Inquiries are ongoing and resi-
dents are considering taking legal 
action against the former priest. 

SEDELLA 

Former priest reported for ‘stealing’ 
valuable jewellery belonging to church

IN BRIEF

Some of the recovered jewellery.  SUR

TORRE DEL MAR 

Town hall apologises 
over Squid Game poster 

E. C.  Torre del Mar’s councillor 
Jesús Pérez Atencia has apologised 
after posters for this year’s Hallow-
een celebrations featured charac-
ters from the Netflix series Squid 
Game. The town hall had to change 
the poster hours after it was shared 
on social media after receiving 
criticism from opposition council-
lors and locals. Parents in Spain 
and the UK have been warned not 
to allow their children to watch the 
series, set in South Korea, due to 
its violent nature.

NERJA 

RBL walks to launch  
2021 poppy appeal 

J. R.  The Nerja branch of the Royal 
British Legion (RBL) has run a 
Poppy Walk to launch this year’s 
poppy appeal. Nineteen walkers 
and two dogs participated in the 
event which took place last Sun-
day. The walk finished at the 
Chapel Bar in Nerja with a buf-
fet and raffle which raised 150 
euros. So far a total of 2,000 euros 
have been raised for the appeal.   
The Royal British Legion is this 
year celebrating its one hun-
dredth anniversary. The poppy appeal walkers.  SUR

LA CALA DEL MORAL 

Investigation under way 
into spate of tree fires 

E. C.  A police investigation is un-
derway in La Cala del Moral fol-
lowing a spate of hedge and tree 
fires in the village, with a dozen 
incidents reported in one month.  

Local Police and the Guardia 
Civil are looking for the perpe-
trator or perpetrators of the fires, 
which have caused “great alarm 
and fear” among local residents. 
Several residents have told SUR 
the events have occurred “mostly 
at weekends, on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday afternoons”.

German architect Freeda 
Nature is proposing that 
the Vega de Maro site is 
turned into a sustainable 
cultural centre instead of 
hotels and a golf course 

JENNIE RHODES 

NERJA. Since Nerja town hall 
first announced plans to turn 
the Vega de Maro fields into a 
tourist resort comprising a golf 
course, hotels and homes, many 
people living in and around the 
area have opposed it.  

There have been protests and 
alternative visions for the pro-
tected land, which is currently 
designated for agricultural use 
and where many families farm 
fields their ancestors once 
worked. 

In recent years the area has 
also become popular among 
foreign residents, who have es-
tablished cooperatives selling 
the organic produce they grow 
there and who call the area 
home. 

One of these residents is a 
37-year-old German permac-
ulture architect and ecological 
engineer who goes by the ar-
tistic name of Freeda Nature. 

As part of an architecture 
course she is studying online 
in Germany, Freeda was tasked 
with providing a concept for the 
redesign of an old building and 
she chose the abandoned San 
Joaquín sugar cane factory in 
Maro, which sits on the land in 
question. “They said we could 
use any old house and I thought 
of the factory,” Freeda ex-

plained to SUR in English. 
Freeda will be presenting her 

architectural vision, which is 
based on her experience of liv-
ing in an ecovillage in Germany 
and takes into account the lo-
cal landscape and residents. 
The presentation will be given 
in English, Spanish and Ger-
man and will show, with plans 
and scale models, Freeda’s own 
vision of what the factory could 
be used for. 

She admits that she hasn’t 
spoken to the town hall or land-
owners, the Larios family, 
through their property and land 
management business, Salsa, 
but she says she already has 
the support of many people liv-
ing in the area, who also believe 
in an alternative to the golf 
course and hotel plans. “There 
are lots of options,” explains 
Freeda.  

She would like to see a cul-
tural centre that is open to lo-
cals as well as a sustainable 
building and garden area,  
using the principles of permac-
ulture, which she can  
bring from the ecovillage in 
Germany. 

What is permaculture? 
According to website permac-
ulture.co.uk, the concept of per-

maculture provides “an inno-
vative framework for creating 
sustainable ways of living”. 

Permaculture philosophy, it 
goes on to say, is about “think-
ing carefully about the way we 
use our resources - food, en-
ergy, shelter and other mate-
rial and non-material needs - 
it is possible to get much more 
out of life by using less. We can 
be more productive for less ef-
fort, reaping benefits for our 
environment and ourselves, for 
now and for generations to 
come”. 

The first presentation took 
place on Sunday 17 and an-
other will take place on Sunday 
24 October from 11am until 
2pm at the Arte con Subtítulos 
gallery and studio on Calle 
Prímula in Nerja, near to the 
street market. The sessions are 
free and Freeda will be on hand 
to answer any questions and 
explain her alternative vision 
for Maro. 

Earlier this month, Axarquía- 
based environmental group 
Gena - Ecologistas en Acción, 
got together with Vélez-Málaga’s 
friends of culture organisation 
to  organise a march  in Maro  
to protest against the develop-
ment. Should Nerja town hall 
and Salsa get permission from 
the regional government, the 
project would see 250 hectares 
of agricultural land reclassi-
fied in order to build  an 18-
hole golf course, luxury hotels 
and 680 houses. 

For further information 
about the presentation see the 
Facebook page Arte con 
Subtítulos.

Architect Freeda Nature with a model of her idea for the historic Axarquía industrial building.  SUR

The next presentation  
of Freeda’s project will be 
at the Arte con Subtítulos 
gallery this Sunday

An alternative vision for 
Maro’s old sugar cane factory
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I t’s 8.30am on a farm in Alo-
zaina. The crew is already 
on site, ready to start a new 

day’s work. After spreading out 
between the trees, they start to 
pick the olives by hand, one 
branch after another.  

It’s just another day in the 
2021 olive harvest, which starts 
in mid-September in many 
places in Malaga province and 
takes about five weeks. There 
are different procedures for the 
varieties of olive produced in 
the province, depending on the 
way they are picked and the 
weather conditions each year.  

In this municipality in the Si-
erra de las Nieves there are 

different types, although 
one of them is the real 

star: the aloreña, a 
table olive with its 
own protected De-
nomination of Ori-
gin. “It is distin-
guished by its 
large size and the 

ease of removing 
the stone, which is 

known as ‘floating 
stone’. It’s the ‘pata ne-

gra’ ham of olives, there 
is none other like it,”  says Juan 

Miguel Gómez, a producer and 
secretary of Copusán, the coop-
erative in Alozaina, which has 
around 800 members. Gómez, 
who is also the president of the 
Interprofesional de la Aceituna 
Aloreña association, has 1,400 
of these aloreña olive trees on 
his land in Alozaina. His crew of 
eight pick the olives by hand 
with a method known as ‘or-
deño’, which means they select 
the ones which are biggest and 
best-looking. The aloreña olive 
is very sensitive to bruising, 
which is why mechanised har-
vesting is not possible.  

Every day is different  
The crew normally divide them-
selves into groups of two, who 
carry a fabric ‘bed’ on which to 
place the olives which they pick.  
Occasionally they work individu-
ally, using a basket with handles 
(known as a ‘macaco’) to hold 
the harvested olives. The work-
ers say every day is different, 
and the final result depends on 
how loaded the trees are. Nor-
mally they each pick about 180 
kilos of olives from 30 trees.   

On this occasion they are ex-
pecting the harvest to be smaller 

than in previous years because 
of the “almost non-existent” 
spring and the short rain at the 
end of the summer, as these con-
ditions have not favoured the 
growth of the olives.  

“Last year we picked over 
26,000 kilos; this year it will 
probably be about 25,000,” says 
Gómez, who also has olive trees 
in Teba and Campillos. Those 
are mainly the hojiblanca vari-
ety, which is easier to harvest.  

After a break for breakfast 
about 10am, the crew carry on 
with their day, which lasts until 
about 3 or 4pm following a short 
break for lunch. Once the cars 
are full of buckets of olives, they 
head for the cooperative to un-
load the day’s harvest. It is then 
that special equipment sepa-
rates the olives according to their 
quality: extra, first or second.  

“This is new machinery and 
it has really helped us in our 
work. Before, we all used to ar-
rive with our olives at the same 
time and there wasn’t enough 
space,” says José Manuel Gil, 
vice-president of the coopera-
tive in Alozaina, who also has 
2,000 olive trees in the village. 
“We’re not expecting a big har-

From the 
olive tree to  
a tasty snack 
on the bar
 Harvest.  Green table olives 
are picked at this time of year,  
but this autumn’s output is 
expected to be lower than in 
recent years

ANDREA 
JIMÉNEZ 

�       Producer. 

Juan Miguel 
Gómez, secretary 

of Copusán,the 
cooperative in 

Alozaina.  MIGUE 

FERNÁNDEZ
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vest this year; a lot of the olives 
are starting to go purple al-
ready,” he says.  

If the olives go purple, they 
are left to ripen on the tree and 
are picked later, once the green 
olive harvest is over, and used 
for other purposes. “When the 
branches of the trees bend be-
cause of the heat, we say they 
are ‘august-ed’,” José Manuel Gil 
tells us. He worked for more 
than 30 years for the old Sevil-
lana electricity company before 
deciding to go back to his village 
and focus on his olives instead.   

Although many of the work-
ers are from Alozaina, some also 
come from other villages in in-
land Malaga province. “At week-
ends and on public holidays  
there are a lot more people in 
the country than usual, because 
entire families come to their 
land to pick the olives,” says José 
Miguel Gómez. 

Once at the cooperative, where 
about 20 people work during the 
busiest months of the harvest, 
the olives are carefully selected 
to meet the required quality. Af-
ter passing through two digital 
scanners, the third check is 
manual: various members of 

staff separate the smallest and 
lowest quality one by one; these 
will be used to make olive oil, a 
process which will begin at the 
end of October, once the harvest 
is over.  

The egg-test method 
The olives which have been se-
lected are split, placed in brine 
and kept in large tanks inside 
the cooperative. The brine is 
made with the ‘egg test’ method, 
where an egg is placed in a con-
tainer with water and salt is 
added until the egg floats, be-
cause that is the exact moment 
when the concentration of salt 
is ideal for sweetening the ol-
ives. After several days, they are 
seasoned with fennel, thyme, 
garlic and pepper before being 
packaged.  

The cooperative in Alozaina 
is one of the many in the prov-
ince that work flat-out at this 
time of year. According to fig-
ures from the Junta de Anda-
lucía, it is estimated that olive 
production will be about 438,740 
tonnes this year, which would 
be 9.7 per cent lower than in 
2020.   

Looking at the different prov-

inces in the region, the produc-
tion in Seville is highest (301,000 
tonnes of olives for eating), fol-
lowed by Cordoba (80,000 ton-
nes) and Malaga (nearly 51,000).  
With regard to employment, there 
are expected to be 19 million days 
worked in the Andalusian coun-
tryside. In Malaga, the weather 
has reduced part of the hoped-
for production, say sources at the 
farmers’ association Asaja.  

“We are expecting a drop of 
about ten per cent in the har-
vest in Seville, while in Cordoba 
the production will probably be 
higher than last year and in 
Malaga it will be 25 per cent 
lower,” they say.  

Meanwhile, Andalucía is ex-
pected to produce more than 1.5 
million tonnes of olive oil this 
year, which would be 5.5 per 
cent less than last year.  

9.7% 
lower, that’s the olive harvest 
this year compared with 2020. 
According to the Junta de An-
dalucía, around 438,740 ton-
nes are expected to be picked 
in the region this year.   

51,000 
tonnes of olives will be picked 
in Malaga province this 
autumn.  

19 
million working days are ex-
pected during the harvest in 
Andalucía this year.  

1.5 
million tonnes of olive oil will 
be produced in Andalucía this 
year, 5.5% down on 2020.

W  
Harvest. 
The crew collect 
up the olives 
picked that day so 
they can be taken  
to the cooperative. 
 M. FERNÁNDEZ

T  
Selection. 
The machinery at 
the cooperative 
selects the best 
olives.   
M. FERNÁNDEZ

Preparation. A worker at Copusán checks the state of the brine in which 
the olives are preserved.   M. FERNÁNDEZ

W    Green olives. 
  A worker picks the 
olives by hand on 
a farm in Alozaina. 
 M. F.

ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 

MALAGA. The Junta de Anda-
lucía has set aside 4.6 million 
euros to spend on emergency 
actions in the area of the Sierra 
Bermeja and Genal Valley af-
fected by last month’s fire. 

The devastating wildfire de-
stroyed nearly 10,000 hectares 
and forced around 3,000 peo-
ple in five municipalities to be 
evacuated from their homes.  

The Junta’s minister of Agri-
culture, Fishing, Livestock and 
Sustainable Development, Car-
men Crespo, said last week that 
the first phase of the work will 
include the recovery of the 
burned land, clearing access to 
tracks, repairing rural lanes and 
the removal of elements to re-
duce flooding risks.

Junta allocates 4.6 
million euros for 
emergency work 
Sierra Bermeja

ALEKK M. SAANDERS 

MALAGA. A total of 31 establish-
ments throughout Malaga prov-
ince are currently offering a va-
riety of dishes based on the 
Aloreña olive as part of the Tape-
ando con la Aloreña campaign. 

Running until 31 October, the 
promotion provides an oppor-
tunity to try the Aloreña in dif-
ferent dishes, ranging from sal-
ads to croquettes, tartars and 
brioches. 

Most of the participating bars 
and restaurants are in Malaga 
city, along with others such as  
Venetiis (Benalmádena), Puente 
Real (Torremolinos), Teo (Mar-
bella), Tipi Tapa (Fuengirola), 
Don Rudolfo (Estepona) as well 
as others in in Álora, Coín, Al-
mayate, Alhaurín el Grande, An-
tequera, Pizarra, and Gaucín. 

Particpants can also enter a 
prize draw on Instagram.

Malaga’s Aloreña 
olives star in a 
tapas route around 
the province
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As well as the increase in 
electricity and fuel 
prices, shopping, natural 
gas and even a bottle of 
butane are all more 
expensive now 

MALAGA. Putting the washing ma-
chine on, shopping, putting fuel 
in the car, cooking, using hot wa-
ter... what do all these everyday 
activities have in common?  
That’s easy. They are all much 
more expensive than they were 
a year ago. The rise in prices to 
historic levels due to the general 
rise in energy costs is extending 
in all areas and squeezing fami-
lies even more at a time when 
households are already severely 
under pressure due to unemploy-
ment and reduced salaries be-
cause of the pandemic. This is a 
perfect storm which, when trans-
lated into numbers, is costing 
families an average of 750 euros 
more a year.  

Shopping basket. 366 euros more 

Rises of up to 5% for basic 
products  

O
Practically half of 
this extra cost ap-
plies to shopping. 
If an average home 
spent 5,125 euros 

in 2020 after a rise of 2.8% com-
pared with the year before 
(4,986), in 2021 the cost has risen 
by 7.1 per cent to 5,491 euros, 
according to a study carried out 
by the Consumers and Users Or-
ganisation (OCU) each year. This 
shows that 55 per cent of food, 
hygiene and drugstore products 
are now more expensive, espe-
cially the rise of five per cent for 
basic items like milk, eggs and 
meat, as well as vegetable oils, 
soft drinks and juices with added 
sugar (in the latter case it is due 
to IVA being increased for this 
type of product).  
    This is once again reflected in 
the last Consumer Price Index 
(IPC), which rose another seven-
tenths of a decimal point in Sep-
tember and shot up to an inter-
annual rate of four per cent, the 
biggest leap since September 
2008 (4.6%), which the National 
Institute of Statistics (INE) attrib-
utes mainly to the rise in elec-
tricity, gas and fuel. Altogether, 
it puts the increase last year at 
27 per cent nationally, although 
in Malaga  it rises to 30 per cent.  

These are followed by expen-

diture on personal mobility ve-
hicles (bicycles and scooters), 
which rose by 12.8 per cent, ho-
tel accommodation at 12.2 per 
cent and large durable goods for 
leisure and culture at 8.8 per 
cent.  

Returning to basic products, 
foods in general in Malaga prov-
ince have risen by 1.9 per cent, 
and non-alcoholic drinks by 6.8 
per cent. On the positive side for 
family budgets, telephone equip-
ment is one of the few items 
which have dropped in price, in 
this case by 10.7 per cent. 

Electricity bills. 140 euros more 

From one record to another 
despite changes of habit 

O
When the INE 
places electricity as 
one of the services 
which is going up 
most in price, there 

is no mistake. Not even the re-
duction in IVA applied by the gov-
ernment or the calculations made 
by families to adapt their use of 
electricity to the cheapest times 
of day seem to have been able to 
contain the progressive rise in 
costs. In just one year, the aver-
age bill has risen from 58.97 
euros in September 2020 to 87.4 
euros last month, which is an in-
ter-annual increment of 140 
euros. If the aforementioned re-
duction to IVA from 21 to 10 per 
cent had not taken place, it would 
have shot up to 107 euros, accord-
ing to calculations from the OCU.  

As an example, these are two 
real cases. First, a household with 
five members, which even in-
cluding the 25 per cent reduc-
tion for a large family, has paid 
72.64 euros for the September 
bill compared with 49.78 in the 
same month last year (a rise of 
44.6 per cent), even though the 
amount of electricity they used 
has gone down (359 kWh in 2021 
and 369 in 2020) and only one-
fifth of their energy was used at 
the most expensive times of day 
(from 10am to 2pm and from 
6pm to 10pm).  The other exam-

ple is a couple whose last bill was 
90.15 euros for the 293kWh they 
used, while the 298kWh in Sep-
tember 2020 cost them 64.92  
euros.  

Gas. Between 50 and 70 euros 
more 

Natural gas goes up by 14 per 
cent, and butane heads for 
the roof  

O
Continuing to look 
at domestic uses, 
natural gas has 
also gone up in 
price, so the aver-

age annual bill for a household 
that uses 7,500 kWh (the most 
common profile in Andalucía), 
is now, after the latest quarterly 
update by the government, 553 
euros compared with 485 in Oc-
tober last year (14 per cent more), 
according to the OCU. 
    Equally, a bottle of butane has 
risen by 33.4 per cent in the past 
year after six upward revisions 
due to the rise in the cost of the 
raw material. The last increase, in 
September, put the price of a 
standard 12.5 kg bottle at 16.13 
euros (compared with 12.09 in 
September 2020). This is the 
highest price since January 2015,  
when it reached the record high 
of 17.5 euros.  

Fuels. 180 euros more 

A rise of 15 euros to fill the 
tank 

O
In this scenario of 
rising prices, the 
finishing touch is 
provided by fuels, 
immersed in a spi-

ral of price rises that in the past 
12 months have involved an in-
crease of 25 per cent. Today, it 
costs 15 euros more to fill the 
tank than it did just a year ago. 
Taking a 55 litre tank as a refer-
ence (the average for a normal 
car), filling up with 95-octane 
lead-free petrol costs 81.5 euros 
in Malaga province on average, 
while in October 2020 it would 
have been 65.8 euros. The aver-
age price per litre is 1.483 euros, 
although the Ministry of Indus-
try says it has reached peaks of 
1.579 in some places.   
    The case of diesel is similar, 
with an average price of 1.339 
and thresholds up to 1.429 com-
pared with 1.062 a year ago. The 
result? It means paying 73.6 
euros to fill up the car, which is 
26 per cent more than the 58.4 
euros in 2020.  Obviously, the im-
pact varies depending on how 
much fuel each driver uses, but 
in the case of the vehicle being 
filled with diesel once a month, 
it costs an extra 180 euros. And 
that extra expense is if there is 
only one car in a household. 

Rising prices in the midst of the crisis are  
costing families an extra 750 euros a year

FRANCISCO 
JIMÉNEZ 
 

Source: OCU and Ministry of Industry INFOGRAPHIC: E. HINOJOSA

Price variations in recent months
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4% 
is the percentage by which 
the Consumer Price Index 
has risen between September 
2020 and September this 
year. It is the biggest increase 
since September 2008, ac-
cording to the National Insti-
tute of Statistics, which at-
tributes it mainly to the rise 
in electricity, gas and fuel 
costs. 

INFLATION

BUSINESS AND FINANCE
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A
ny number. If further 
proof were needed 
(which it wasn’t) of the 

often-farcical nature of mak-
ing economic predictions, es-
pecially in the post-Covid cli-
mate, it’s been provided over 
the last couple of weeks, dur-
ing which time a number of 
bodies have hastily rejigged 
their forecasts for this year. 
The latest round of revisions - 
which probably won’t be the 
last we see this year - was 

prompted at the end of Sep-
tember, when Spain’s National 
Statistics Agency (INE) said 
that GDP grew 1.1% in the sec-
ond quarter of 2021, not 2.8%, 
as it had originally stated.   

Two days before the INE re-
leased its revised second- 
quarter reading, the Bank of 
Spain had actually increased 
its growth projection for Spain 
in 2021, albeit by a tenth of a 
percentage point, from 6.2% 
to 6.3%. But after the INE re-

vealed that the second quarter 
wasn’t quite the economic bo-
nanza it had initially thought, 
the Bank said it would be re-
vising its growth forecasts 
down for this year, although 
it’s yet to release its tweaked 
estimate. Last week, the IMF 
also brought down its expan-
sion forecast for Spain this 
year, from 6.2% to 5.7%, fol-
lowed closely by La Caixa, 
which reduced 6.3% to 5%.  

In making its reductive revi-
sion, the INE cited - amongst 
other factors - difficulties in 
measuring output because of 
the pandemic, a problem 
which affects all similar pre-
dictions, including, of course, 
the limitlessly optimistic fore-
casts of the Spanish govern-
ment. The PSOE-led admini-
stration is sticking with 6.5% 

for this year and 7% for 2022, 
projections made before the 
INE revision and - somewhat 
remarkably - not altered since. 
Or not yet, anyway.    

Still, the INE revision 
doesn’t necessarily constitute 
a political problem for Pedro 
Sánchez, as some commenta-
tors are suggesting. They say 
that it might dent his upbeat 
economic narrative - which is 
true, but only because such 
estimates can’t really be used 
to support any kind of narra-
tive. They simply fluctuate  
too much. What, ultimately, is 
their worth if they’re changed 
so frequently - up, down, back 
up again, back down, in a 
ceaseless guessing game in 
which the final answer is 
never final? 

How long, one wonders,  

before these forecasts are 
changed retrospectively to fit 
economic reality, insofar as 
that’s ever really represented 
by a set of numbers? Say, for 
example, that Spain’s GDP  
actually expands by 8% this 
year, more than anyone’s pre-
dicting this month: it’s not  
beyond conceivability to imag-
ine the IMF, Bank of Spain and 
OECD all making the same  
revision in early 2022: “Actu-
ally we’d like to increase our 
October 2021 forecasts to 8% 
to reflect what’s happened  
after we made them. We’re 
saying now that we predicted 
8% then.”  

The fact that such a situa-
tion is conceivable shows how 
little value these chameleon-
like guesstimates have in the 
first place.  

Pick a number…

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

LA PALMA 

Thrillseekers have been 
warned not to get close to 
the eruption as four British 
tourists are identified from 
selfies taken well beyond 
police lines 

SUR 

MALAGA. More residents close to 
the Cumbre Vieja volcano were 
evacuated on Wednesday night. 

As the lava flows swung to the 
north, towards a more built-up 
area, locals in the La Laguna neigh-
bourhood were hurriedly told to 
leave their homes. By the evening 
the local petrol station had fallen 
- its fuel tanks had been emptied 

already - and the district church 
was threatened. 

There are now several fingers 
of lava spreading over the hillside 
as the flow of molten material con-

tinues and ash rains down on all 
the island. So far only one of the 
fingers has reached the sea, but 
others edge ever closer. 

However, in a sign of how un-

predictable the lava flows are, by 
Thursday, the spread into La La-
guna had slowed - for the time be-
ing at least - and swung back to 
the fingers nearest the sea. 

By Thursday 2,185 buildings 
had been destroyed since the erup-
tion began just over a month ago 
and 866 hectares (2,139 acres) 
were lost. 

Police warned thrillseekers not 
to try to get close to the eruption 
to take selfies, as a group, report-
edly of four Britons, visiting from 
Tenerife was identified by shar-
ing photos well inside the cor-
doned-off area. 

Meanwhile, there was apparent 
good news on Thursday that dogs 
trapped on a piece of farmland 
surrounded on all sides by lava  
had been rescued. Although a 
drone company had devised a way 
to reach them, reports said that an 
unknown group had reached and 
removed the stranded animals - 
in the latest twist in a story that 
had captured the attention of many 
on television and social media. 

More residential areas evacuated in 

face of erratic lava flows on La Palma  

MADRID 

SUR.  A political row has broken 
out over the potential future 
release of ETA prisoners from 
jail in the week that Spain re-
membered the tenth anniver-
sary of the Basque terrorist 
movement giving up violence.  

Prime Minister Pedro Sán-
chez was forced to tell parlia-
ment that he had no plan to do 
a deal with EH-Bildu, the left-
wing separatist party seen as 
politically closest to the old 
ETA movement, in return for 
EH-Bildu’s five MPs support-
ing the Socialist-led minority 
coalition’s Budget for Spain for 
next year.  

Earlier in the week, Arnaldo 
Otegi, EH-Bildu leader, had 
said at an official event in the 
Basque Country that left wing 
separatists “felt the pain” of 
the deaths due to 
ETA bombs 
and shootings 
that lasted up 
to just over a 
decade ago 
and “it 
should never 
have hap-
pened”. While Ortegi was  
criticised for not fully apolo-
gising, many saw it as a posi-
tive move at the time of the 
tenth anniversary. 

However, seven hours later 
Ortegi was videoed telling a 
private, party meeting that “If 
we have to vote for the Budget 
to get the 200 [ETA] prisoners 
out, we will vote for them”. 

Amid opposition outrage 
Sánchez was adamant in front 
of MPs that no deal is involved.

Sánchez assures 
MPs he is not  
going to free ETA 
prisoners in return 
for Budget support   

Lava pouring towards houses on Thursday this week.  REUTERS

SPAIN

Three Spanish 
PMs meet for a 
photo of unity 

Former prime minister Felipe 
González, current PM Pedro 
Sánchez and former PM José 
Luis Rodríguez Zapatero took 
part in the 40th PSOE Socialist 
Party conference in Valencia last 
weekend. The attendance of the 
two former PMs was a coup for 
Sánchez, who had been keen to 
present an image of party unity 
to the world. González’s contri-
bution was especially eagerly 
awaited. In a speech, the vet-
eran politician pledged loyalty 
to the current party leadership 
but added, “I say what I think 
and I think what I say.” Sánchez 
was re-elected leader unop-
posed at the conference.  EP

Arnaldo 
Otegi
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BREXIT 

Campo mayors meet 
Minister in Madrid 

D.B.  Mayors from the Campo de 
Gibraltar area of Spain had a 
meeting with the Foreign Min-
ister, José María Albares, in Ma-
drid this week to discuss the on-
going negotiations regarding 
Gibraltar’s future relationship 
with the EU. After returning, the 
mayor of La Línea, Juan Franco, 
said the situation appeared to 
be positive so far and he hoped 
an end could be put to the un-
certainty of the past five years.

COVID 

Children aged 12 to 15 
now receiving vaccine 

D.B.  Children aged 12 to 15 are 
now being offered the Covid 
vaccine in Gibraltar, following 
the recent delivery of 8,000 
doses. The Pfizer BioNtech ar-
rived sooner than expected, so 
the campaign has begun slightly 
earlier than planned. Take-up 
was high and nearly 750 school 
pupils were vaccinated on the 
first day. 4,000 people in Gi-
braltar have now also received 
their booster jab.

IN BRIEF

GIBRALTAR 

The ambitious project 
will be carried out by 
the TNG Global 
Foundation, which was 
only recently 
established on the Rock 

DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The Gibraltar govern-
ment says it will be saving hun-
dre ds of millions of pounds in 
expenditure following an agree-
ment with the TNG Global Foun-
dation for the development of the 
Eastside Reclamation project.  

TNG Global Foundation was 
recently established in Gibraltar 
by Mr Tuan Tran, who is also the 
beneficial owner of Trusted No-
vus Bank.  

The Foundation says it has al-
ready begun working on the en-
vironmental impact assessment 
for the Eastside project, and will 
pay £90 million in cash to the gov-
ernment when the environmental 
certificates are granted and out-
line planning permission has 

been received.  
Under the agreement, TNG will 

immediately take over and com-
plete the revetment works to pro-
tect the Hassan Centenary Ter-
races development , take over and 
complete the construction of the 
coastal protection works and con-
sequent flattening of the Eastside 
site, including developing the ma-
rina for super yachts and build-
ing 400 berths for small boats.  

The group will also be con-
structing 100 low-cost apart-
ments and has undertaken to 
complete them within 36 months 
of receiving planning permission.  

Another part of the agreement 
is for a public car park for 500 ve-
hicles at the Eastside plot, and 
TNG will also be assuming own-
ership of and liability for the rub-
ble on the site, apart from 200,000 
cubic metres which the govern-
ment will use for phase 2 of Has-
san Centenary Terraces. 

The government says the total 
direct value of the project to the 
community is estimated to be 
around £330 million, expenses 
which the taxpayer will not have 
to shoulder. 

Eastside agreement will 
save the government 
in the region of £330 million

D.B. The mayor of Gibraltar, 
Christian Santos, held an eve-
ning reception for the ‘Run-
ning 4 Reilly’ team this week. 
This group of family and 
friends ran the London Royal 
Parks Half Marathon to raise  
money for the Great Ormond 
Street Hospital Children’s Char-
ity in the British capital. They 
have raised almost £30,000 to 
date.  

The team is named after 
Reilly Roper, a five-year-old 
who is now recovering from 
leukaemia, having received 
treatment at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital.  

The mayor welcomed Reilly’s 
parents Kevin and Catherine 
Roper, and his siblings Holly 
and Caitlyn to the Mayor’s Par-
lour to acknowledge Team 
Reilly, the marathon partici-
pants consisting of Becca 
Ramirez, Louis Bado, Louise 
Gonçalves, Seamus Byrne, Do-
minic Hernandez and Julian 
Hernandez. The runners’ fami-
lies were also present to help 
celebrate the achievement.  

Mr Santos described Reilly 
as a superhero and an inspi-
ration to all who meet him, and 
said his story has touched the 
heart of the whole community.

Mayor of Gibraltar holds 
reception for Team Reilly 

The reception was held in the Mayor’s Parlour.  SUR
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Dogs in Nerja 
 
My wife and I owned a prop-
erty in Capistrano for nearly 
20 years and enjoyed many 
visits to Nerja.  

A few years ago we sold 
the property and bought an 
apartment closer to the cen-
tre of town and we love be-
ing part of the community 
and being able to walk to all 
the wonderful bars and res-
taurants in Nerja.  

The only downside is the 

number of dogs and their 
resultant excrement on the 
streets. 

While many dog owners 
clear up after their pets, 
some do not. The street 
cleaners do a marvellous job 
but it should not be their re-
sponsibility to remove dog 
mess.  

Where we live in the UK 
it is rare to see dog excre-
ment on the streets but un-
fortunately that is not the 
case in Nerja.  
JOHN THROUP

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

We all have profiles on social media so we can communi-
cate with our friends and relatives. Does it really do us any 
good? Mainly young people, on platforms such as Insta-
gram and TikTok, are using filters which completely dis-
figure your face, but at the same time make you feel more 
attractive. This is forcing very young girls in particular to 
start with aesthetic retouching from a very young age be-
cause of the stereotypes that society instills in us of what 
beauty is and what it is not.  

Obviously, who am I to say what is right and what is 
wrong? But I see certain things that horrify me becoming 
more and more the norm, such as eating disorders or so 
many aesthetic adjustments that you no longer know who 
that person is.  

Everyone does what they want with their body, but are you 
doing it for yourself or for what society is forcing on you? 
LAIA GARCÍA

Does it do us any good?
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They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
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flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

W henever the subject 
of fussy customers 
comes up socially, 

no matter whom I may be talk-
ing to, I’m always fairly confi-
dent that my tale of the woman 
who once complained about the 
colour of the drinking straws in 
our pub will trump anybody 
else’s anecdote by a country mile 
and, to be fair, it usually does.  

This all changed recently 
when an architect friend of mine 
recounted a truly stunning expe-
rience he’d had the previous 
week. 

“So, we’d built this massive 
luxury villa in a prime location, 
held a lavish completion party 
when it was all over and every-
thing seemed to be perfectly 
fine, until a week or two later 
when the owner called me up 
out of the blue. Apparently, there 
was some discrepancy or other 
with one of the interior meas-
urements, although he was a bit 
vague about the details on the 

phone. Anyway, I went down the 
next day to take a look. Imagine 
my surprise when he pointed to 
one of the villa’s many enormous 
windows and said that it was a 
millimetre shorter than on the 
drawings.” 

“Hahaha - so it was a bit 
smaller than you’d outlined.” 

“A bit, no - exactly one milli-
metre.” 

“Crumbs. What did you do?” 
“Tried not to laugh, princi-

pally; he was so angry. There he 
was, crouched down over the 
window, tape measure in hand, 
pointing at the offending cor-
ner and beckoning for me to 
take a look, simultaneously call-
ing to his wife to come in from 
the next room as a witness. Pic-
ture the scene - a purple-faced 
bloke in his sixties, hunched in 
the corner of his luxury living 
room, pointing furiously at 
something no-one else could 
see and shouting something 
about this wasn’t what he’d paid 

for. It was his poor wife I felt 
sorry for - she looked very 
sheepish indeed.” 

“I’m not surprised. How did 
it all pan out?” 

“Well I waited for him to calm 
down from an incandescent 
level of rage to being merely very 
angry indeed and asked him to 
come over to where I was stand-
ing. He grudgingly obliged. I 
pointed to the ‘problem corner’ 
and then the vast expanse of 
glass it belonged to, suggesting 
in the politest of terms that he 
might be better off gazing upon 
panoramic views of the glisten-
ing Mediterreanean sea that his 
windows afforded, rather than 
concentrating his efforts on the 
smallest corner in the world and 
its perceived shortcomings. I 
think I mentioned the word ‘per-
spective’ as politely as I could, 
made my excuses and left as his 
wife looked on, smiling apolo-
getically. I stared at the sea all 
the way home.”

A different corner

THE MUSIC MAKER 
PETER EDGERTON 
www.e-peter.com

S o, the Hermitage Museum looks to 
Malaga to open a Spanish branch. 
Great, although last week’s news is 

new, at the same time, it sounds partly old. 
The reason being that this very prestigious 
Russian museum - the Hermitage - has 
been mentioned in Spanish newspapers 
with similar headlines over many years. 
However, instead of ‘Malaga’ it was first (in 
2012) Barcelona, and later (2019) Madrid. 
Incidentally, the Hermitage was supposed 
to be the first Russian museum in Spain. 
However, now it has to be content being the 
second, because during all the almost ten-
year-long negotiations, a branch of another 

St Petersburg-based ‘Russian Museum’ was 
successfully opened in Malaga, in 2015.  

Actually, it is hard to believe that the 
agreement to open a branch of the Hermit-
age in Barcelona was signed back in 2012. 
That decision was reasonable: this mu-
seum, from the second biggest city in Rus-
sia would then be located in the second big-
gest city of Spain. Additionally, both cities 
are each considered the cultural capitals 
of their country. That ‘romantic’ seven-
year-period with meetings, ideas and de-
sign projects nevertheless ended in ‘di-
vorce’. At the very beginning of 2019, Bar-
celona city hall announced that the Her-

mitage would not be located in the port 
area. So the museum announced that it  
“might look for another city” to set up its 
branch.  

And that “other city” appeared immedi-
ately. The Spanish capital offered a list of 
possible spaces that could house this new 
museum.  Seeming quite flexible, Madrid 
probably wanted to take a chance with the 
Hermitage and ‘win’ its never-ending com-
petition with Barcelona to be a greater cul-
tural capital. However, the initial stage of 
negotiations didn’t move forward, and even-
tually the matter was forgotten. Apparently, 
the megapolicy hosting attempts might be 
summed up with the comments of the direc-
tor of the Hermitage, Mikhail Piotrovsky, 
who said that the art gallery is willing to 
“show its collections and share its experi-
ence”, but “never impose it”.  

And now it looks like the Hermitage might 
choose to “show its collection” in Malaga, 
and Malaga is ready to “share its experi-
ence” in hosting Russian-St Petersburg mu-

seums. Additionally, by moving to Malaga, the 
Hermitage would come back to its initial 
plan to be located by the sea, because Malaga 
is ready to offer the western part of its port.  

Having the Hermitage in Malaga would 
definitely be worthwhile. The Spanish peo-
ple might appreciate it in much the same 
way as Juan Valera appreciated the Her-
mitage when he visited Russia in 1856. In 
his memoirs entitled Cartas desde Rusia, 
the Andalusian-born writer and diplomat 
- who was educated in Malaga - wrote of the 
Hermitage: “The many varieties of jasper, 
gilding, malachite, majestic portraits of em-
perors in elegant frames, a large number 
of skilfully painted paintings, sculptures of 
perfect beauty and gracefulness, and the 
unprecedented luxury of jewellery.”  

So, hopefully, the Hermitage will become 
a precious ‘pearl’ on Malaga’s sightseeing 
tour, and contribute to making Malaga more 
cultural and more of a museum-city, espe-
cially (according to the city administration) 
as it will cost the city “nothing”. 

THE BOTTOM LINE 
ALEKK M. SAANDERS
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P
aul Stylianou, one of the 
Costa’s most charis-
matic musicians, has 

spent more than 20 years work-
ing in the local music scene, 
and his hard work and unfal-
tering determination is finally 
beginning to bear fruit.  

Frontman of the renowned 
Blues Stompers Jump Review, 
Paul and his band are getting 
ready for the launch of their 
first CD of original material, 
and the official video, which 
is being filmed in Mijas later 
this month. They are also pre-
paring for a series of live per-
formances in Spain, the UK, 
Norway and Holland.  

The straight-talking harmon-
ica player and singer of Brit-
ish/Cypriot nationality, took 
time out from a busy schedule 
to talk about his journey on the 
road to success.  

Born in London in 1974, Paul 
grew up around Deptford and 
New Cross. His early musical 
awakening came from his un-
cle, a punk rocker called Smiler. 

“There has always been an 
element of music in my family. 

My uncle was a renowned punk 
rocker. I used to visit his flat 
and spend hours listening to 
his massive record collection. 
I got hooked on a cassette by 
Sonny Boy Williamson I, and 
this is when I first became in-
terested in the harmonica,” Paul 
explains to SUR in English. 

Uncle John bought Paul, who 
at the time was seven, his first 
harmonica and, although he 
began to play by ear, he did not 
take the instrument very seri-
ously at the time.  

At the age of 15, he began 
“sneaking” into pubs in Lon-
don to attend open-mic nights, 
and it soon dawned on him that 
this was what he wanted to do. 

“Obviously, I was not in the 
same league of professional-
ism as the other musicians. I 
was underage at that time, and 
going into the pubs and play-
ing - or making a noise - was 
when I first began to take it se-
riously, but it was not the main 
thing at the time,” he declares. 

Back then he was “just a 
punky kid”, who was also an 
avid skateboarder and took part 

in competitions around the UK, 
as well as in France and Ger-
many. 

Paul went to his father’s na-
tive Cyprus in 1993, a period 
when he began jamming with 
musicians from a nearby mili-
tary base.  

He returned to London in 
1998, and, after a few years, de-
cided to take some time out. He 
first headed to Paris, but fol-
lowing a spur-of-the-moment 
decision, he decided to book a 
flight to Spain.  

Paul arrived in Malaga in 
2002 and headed to Fuengi-
rola, a name that was familiar 
to him. He began hanging out 
in British pubs and was eventu-
ally offered bar work in the Lon-

don Pub. It was here that he 
started to meet other expat mu-
sicians and this opened the 
door to the local music scene. 

“The music scene in Fuen-
girola is excellent and it just 
gets bigger and bigger. The 
amount of talent is phenome-
nal. I spent the first few years 
playing covers in local bands, 
but this was not what I wanted 
to do. It would be a few years 
before I came into contact with 
the serious blues players on the 
coast, and I soon began to make 
a name as a competent har-
monica player,” he says. 

In 2016, Paul formed The 
Blues Stompers and the band 
began to establish themselves 
as a serious blues band with a 
difference, both on the coast, 
and also on the European blues 
circuit.  

It was at this time that Paul 
realised he had “just one shot at 
this” and suggested including 
the band’s own compositions 
into the repertoire.  

“The first two years with The 
Stompers was getting people 
used to our kind of music, be-
cause we are completely differ-
ent to what everyone else is do-
ing. It’s not about the songs, it’s 
about how you interpret them,” 
he explains. 

Paul’s determination to suc-
ceed was bolstered when the 
band caught the attention of 
Cambayá Records (Antequera), 
who are producing the new CD. 
The record company was over-
whelmed by the band’s origi-
nality, something that has been 
Paul’s main objective, as he did 
not want to be part of the “X 
Factor syndrome”. 

“It’s about taking time. If 
you do it right the first time, 
it saves a lot of hassle in the 
long run. 

“We are all from different 
backgrounds, but we all have 
the same attitudes with re-
gards to our music, which has 
been so important over the 
years. Our popularity is not 
something that happened 
overnight,” he concludes.

Paul Stylianou performing with The Stompers.  SUR

Determined to  
jump off the  
blues band wagon

IN THE FRAME

“The first two years with 
The Stompers was spent 
getting people used to 
our music, because we 
are different to what 
everyone else is doing”

 Quality with confidence.  Paul 
Stylianou has spent his entire 
life playing harmonica and his 
determination to succeed is 
beginning to bear fruit 

TONY BRYANT
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O ffering films, food and 
rock and roll, a time ma-
chine nestled in a Malaga 

industrial estate transports guests 
to the 50s as rockabilly music 
plays in the background.   

Constructed on a 16,000-
square-metre plot, the drive-in 
is, say its founders, about “living 
an entire experience.” 

Tamara Istambul and Cristina 
Porta are the co-founders behind 
the first permanent drive-in cin-
ema in Andalucía, the second 
largest in Europe and the only 
one with a screen that exceeds 

the size of a tennis court (250 
square metres). 

Residents on the Costa del Sol  
have wholeheartedly embraced 
the concept of the cinema with a 
sell-out opening fortnight. 

During this inaugural month, 
the drive-in opens at 8pm from 
Monday to Sunday, two hours be-
fore the screening. 

During that time there is live 
music and a children’s area as 
well as a variety of food available, 
from a diner complete with Co-
caCola swivel chairs and padded 
benches to Mexican, pizza and 

waffle trucks. 
Classics and premieres will al-

ternate on the drive-in’s sched-
ule with a change every two 
weeks. 

The cinema has space for 250 
vehicles that can park in front of 
the screenand the area can take 
close to 3,200 people in total. 

The sound comes through the 

car radio, with options to tune 
into either English or Spanish 
audio.  

The film can also be watched 
from the bar and the terrace. 

When the weather permits, 
150 deckchairs will also be laid 
out. 

The classic Grease - with one of 
its scenes set in a drive-in cin-

ema - premiered on the big 
screen for the opening week with 
a rockabilly concert and an Elvis 
Presley tribute act to entertain 
the cinema-goers. Venom, the 
latest of the Marvel movies, has 
taken over this week. 

At weekends and holidays, the 
activities begin at noon with 
Rita’s Brunch and family friendly 
themed events. 

Last weekend, they also held 
a Campus University Party and 
Oktoberfest on Sunday, with pa-
ella and ham hock on the menu.  

Autocine Malaga Metrovacesa 
has already agreed to host the 
Fancine (UMA’s fantastic film 
festival) in its facilities, and they 
hope to work with the Malaga 
Film Festival.  

They will also hold three pri-
vate events and two concerts. 

Autocine Malaga has been 
made possible due to the efforts 
of Tamara Istambul and Cristina 
Porta (who already launched 
Autocine Madrid Race in 2016), 
the sponsorship of Metrovacesa 
and other companies (Grupo Ni-
eto, Balearia, Famadesa and 
Museo Automovilístico) and the 
support of three authorities that 
showed their support with their 
presence at the inauguration; 
the president of the Diputación, 
Francisco Salado, the mayor of 
Malaga, Francisco de la Torre, 
and the tourism delegate from 
the regional government, Nuria 
González.

 Popular attraction.  The 
Autocine Malaga Metrovacesa,  
the second largest drive-in in 
Europe,  has enjoyed a sell-out 
first fortnight

Back to the 50s  
at Malaga’s  
drive-in cinema

REGINA SOTORRÍO

The drive-in has an American 50s aesthetic.  FRANCIS SILVA
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“In Spain you say you’re a 
gardener and they think 
you sweep up the leaves 
in the park,” he says 
about the lack of respect 
for his profession 

MATÍAS STUBER 

MALAGA. What is a plant? Perhaps 
it is a helpless, immovable object, 
condemned to put up with the 
whims of people or animals. Or 
a decorative ornament, in most 
cases pretty enough to end up in 
a pot on a balcony like sardines 
in a tin. “No, no and no,” says Car-
los Magdalena, who manages Kew 
Gardens, one of the most famous 
botanic gardens in the world. This 
week he was the star guest at 
Planeta Verde, a series of virtual  
conferences which took place at 
the La Térmica cultural centre in 
Malaga. In this interview, the man 
nicknamed the messiah of plants, 
shares his vision for the future 
with us.   
–You have long hair, you wear 
horn-rimmed glasses and peo-
ple call you the messiah of plants. 
Forgive me, but I imagine you 
breakfasting on dandelions.   
–Hahaha! Well, no, I prefer crois-

sants, actually. I don’t eat much 
greenery, to tell the truth. It must 
be because I see something of 
vegetable cannibalism in it.   
–When one thinks about the 
mysteries of the world, time and 
plants usually come to mind.    
–It’s very possible. Also, the two 
are related. I believe one of the 
reasons that we don’t understand 
plants well is because they don’t 
fit our timescale. You look at a 
plant and it doesn’t do a thing. 
You look at it a week later, and it 
has grown a metre.   
–The existence of a plant seems 
limited to a type of eternal sleep. 
What is it that fascinates you 
about them?  
–I’m fascinated by the biological 
wealth they represent. How they 
are constantly modifying every-
thing. The climate, the ground, the 
habitat, the rainfall pattern... and 
they do it very passively. So much 
so, that we barely notice it.  A red-
wood seed, which is a tiny thing, 
about one millimetre, has a genetic 
software programme that is more 
than 3,000 years old, which is go-
ing to establish alliances with fungi 
that exist in the soil or with bacte-
ria that extract nitrogen from the 
air. We see plants as a type of back-
ground, but in fact they are the cen-

tre of the universe.  
–We can imagine the life of an 
animal, but what is the life of a 
plant like, as it has no muscles 
or nervous system?  
–That’s the thing. It is much eas-
ier to have empathy for a cow or a 
dolphin than for a plant. One of 
the amazing things about plants 
is how they analyse and process 
masses of data. The humidity of 
the air, the dampness of the 
ground, the temperature, the 
light...they have the ability to dis-
tinguish more frequencies of light 
than we can even see, and with 
that they proceed to make deci-
sions. I’ll become dormant, I’ll start 
to flower or I’ll grow more thorns 
because they want to eat me.  

–Shouldn’t we feel sorry for 
them? Always exposed to the 
whims or caprices of people or 
animals?   
–When a flower gives sugar to a 
hummingbird, we see the bird as 
the star of the film. But if there 
were no hummingbirds for a year, 
the plant wouldn’t have a prob-
lem. However, if there are no flow-
ers for even 12 hours, the hum-
mingbirds would die. The birds 
are enslaved, they have to find the 
flower. If there are no plants, we 
have to move somewhere else. 
They give us oxygen and enable 
us to live. It’s curious how we ig-
nore that.  
–The philosopher Emanuelle 
Coccia called plants “the roots 
of the world”.    
–I would go along with that, in a 
way. The plants are the alchemists 
of the Earth. With a bit of water 
and light they are capable of gen-
erating everything else.    
–So what do we do about anthro-
pocentrism, the doctrine that 
places human beings as the cen-
tre of all things? Should it be in-
validated?  
–Of course it should be invali-
dated. That’s the exact problem, 
the way we use the power we have 
as ‘animals’. There are two types 

of people. The ones who are in-
side the planet, in other words, 
you consider yourself part of it. 
And those that are on the planet, 
with that attitude of ‘it’s all mine’. 
And they walk on it like someone 
[with no respect] who would tread 
on a corpse.   
–A plant aspires to reach the sun, 
but it is rooted in the earth. That 
seems an obvious contradiction.     
–Not at all. The plants use the sun 
to condition the soil and gener-
ate everything else. They gener-
ate proteins, amino acids, com-
pounds, medicines... the plants 
act as a connection with all the 
forces of the universe.   
–Are the roots the most impor-
tant part?  
–In a way, yes. When you see a 
timelapse of how the roots oper-
ate, it is quite creepy. It looks very 
animalistic, at root level.  
–And in life? You are an Asturian 
in London.  
–I think so, yes. It is the part that 
you don’t have in your genetic 
code but that has moulded you 
as well. Let’s say your race, your 
skin colour, your height... all that 
is given to you. Your cultural 
roots do the rest. The combina-
tion of the two is what generates 
you.   
–Is that why some people, when 
they are transplanted, wither 
like a plant moved from one pot 
to another?  
–Maybe so. But there is also the 
possibility of improving. You 
might have a sad plant, which is 
half-dried out, then you plant it 
in the ground and that’s where 
its roots are able to spread and 
flourish.  
–Can England be considered the 
Mecca of botany?   
–It’s possible. Kew Gardens has 
been internationally renowned 
for a great many years. The oce-
anic climate favours it a great 
deal. It is hot in summer, but 
only for a short time. There are 
frosts, but not for long periods. 
It rains a lot.    
–Voltaire described gardening 
as the most noble profession in 
the world. Do you feel flattered 
by that?   
–I’d say I feel acknowledged by 
it. After all, Voltaire is not a cheap 
philosopher.   
–Is your profession more recog-
nised in England?  
–In England, when you say you 
are Spanish, people probably 
think your job is washing dishes. 
But when I tell them I’m a gar-
dener, something clicks. They 
see you as an interesting per-
son and open up to you. In Spain 
you tell someone you’re a gar-
dener and they think you sweep 
up the leaves in parks.  
–In Malaga there are pine trees 
on the mountains and less than 
half an hour away there are avo-
cado plantations.   
–Yes. Malaga is definitely a hot-
spot of biodiversity.   
–A final question. What music 
do you recommend we play for 
our plants on the balcony? Mo-
zart, Nirvana or Daddy Yankee? 
–Come as you are by Nirvana. 

‘We forget that plants give us 
oxygen and enable us to survive’
Carlos Magdalena  Manager of Kew Gardens 

QUOTE

SUSTAINABILITY 

“There are people 
who walk on the 
planet like someone 
[with no respect] 
who would tread on a 
corpse”

Carlos Magdalena, nicknamed the Messiah of plants, inspects the leaves of one specimen at Kew Gardens in London.   SUR
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The che, Chinese che, Chinese 
mulberry or mandarin melon-
berry is native to China and 
East Asia although it is found 
in most temperate regions of 
the world. Its botanical name 
is Maclura (synonym Cudra-
nia) tricuspidata and it is a 
spreading bush or small tree 
that can grow up to about 
eight metres in height. 

The melonberry is a mem-
ber of the Moraceae family 
(breadfruit and mulberry) and 
is evergreen in warmer cli-
mates. It is drought resistant 
once established and will with-
stand short periods of freezing 
temperatures. 

Immature branches have 
long sharp thorns and the bark 
develops deep 

furrows as it ages; Maclura tri-
cuspidata can live up to around 
forty years.  

Melonberry plants are dioe-
cious, either male or female,  
but male trees will have some 
female flowers and female trees 
will have some male flowers. 
Female trees are usually larger 
and more robust. For plentiful 
fruit both sexes will be needed 

although the berries that 
have been pollinated will 

then develop four to 
six edible seeds. Pol-

lination is carried 
out by the wind and 
sometimes both 
male and female 
trees are planted in 
the same hole to 

maximise fruit  
production. 
The fruit is not a 

proper berry but a con-
glomeration of tiny fruits, 

like the mulberry. They turn 
dark red and are almost black 
when fully ripe. The taste is 
said to be a cross between a 
mulberry and a lychee and 
they need to be really ripe, 
when the sugar content is 
similar to that of a ripe fig, be-
fore picking. A way to tell if 
the fruit is ripe is to pull one 
off the branch and if the stem 
doesn’t bleed white sap after 
then it is ripe. 

The juicy, dark red fruit will 
stain so the tree is best planted 
away from porous surfaces. 

The seeds can be used to 
raise new plants but they can 
take ten years to produce fruit. 
The melonberry can also be 
propagated by softwood cut-
tings taken mid-summer but 
the best plants are grafted 
onto Osage orange rootstocks. 
The rootstock provides a clean 
trunk and avoids the messy 
suckering that young melon-
berries are prone to. 

Mandarin melonberry

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Maclura tricuspidata and close-up of fruit (inset).    WIKIMEDIA 

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS
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Diane Dewhirst from Mijas Golf sent in this photograph of her 

Cereus cactus which has just flowered. The blooms open at night 
and start to fade by dawn, depending on bats and moths for polli-
nation. The common name for this cactus is Queen of the Night.

Queen of the Night

 DIANE DEWHIRST 

Raised from seeds bought at Butchart Gardens on Vancouver Is-

land, Western Canada, these stunning plumes are Celosias. Andrew 
Roberts says, “they are a little past their best having spent the 
summer on our roof terrace.” 

Celosia pampas plume

 ANDREW ROBERTS
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P
olish cardinal Karol Józef 
Wojtyła was elected Pope 
at the Vatican on 16 Oc-

tober 1978, and took the name 
John Paul II. The Papal inaugu-
ration was held six days later, on 
22 October.  

John Paul II was the first non-
Italian pope since Pope Alexan-
der VI (Spanish-born as Rodrigo 
de Borja) became the head of the 
Roman Catholic Church in 1492. 
However, in comparison to the 
Spanish pope, John Paul II was 
one of the best-known pontiffs, 

most remembered for his char-
ismatic nature, his love of youth 
and his attempts to improve the 
Roman Catholic Church’s rela-
tions with Judaism, Islam, and 
the Eastern Orthodox Church. 

John Paul II immediately went 
out to the entire world with a vig-
orous missionary spirit. He be-
came one of the most travelled 
world leaders in history. During 
his pontificate, he visited 129 
countries, and Spain was one of 
his frequent destinations.  

John Paul II kissed Spanish 
soil for the first time, on 31 Oc-
tober 1982. That day he began a 
ten-day tour throughout the pen-
insula, visiting Madrid, Barce-
lona, Valencia, Seville, Zaragoza, 
Granada, Santiago, Toledo, Ávila, 
Salamanca, Segovia, as well as 
the shrines of Alba de Tormes, 
Loyola, Javier and Montserrat.  

From that very first visit the 
Polish Pope unleashed fervour 
among the Spanish faithful. Two 
years later, on his way to Latin 
America, he stopped in Zaragoza, 
but only for five hours. On his 
third visit, in August 1989, the 
Pontiff arrived as a pilgrim. He 
walked the last hundred metres 
that lead to the Cathedral of San-
tiago de Compostela and there 
put on the characteristic cape 
worn by the pilgrims. 

His fourth trip took place in 
1993, and focused mainly on An-
dalucía. Pope John Paul II at-
tended the 45th International 
Eucharistic Congress that was 

held in Seville. On 13 June, he 
conducted (with the help of a 
team of 1,400 Spanish priests) 
an open air Sunday mass for 
600,000 people. The three-hour 
service ended at midday. In the 
afternoon, John Paul II had a pri-
vate meeting at the Seville Ca-
thedral with the delegates from 
86 countries and saw the ancient 
dance of Los Seises. The Pope 
finished his day by opening a new 
residence for 48 elderly people 
in Seville where he made an ap-
peal to governments, employers 
and workers to unite in the fight 
against unemployment. 

The next stop in Andalucía was 

Huelva province where he vis-
ited the Monastery of La Rábida 
and the Hermitage of El Rocío in 
Almonte. Incidentally, at El Rocío 
he created the motto “May the 
whole world be ‘rociero’,”  

His fifth and last trip to Spain 
took place in May 2003, two years 
before his death.  

A monument to Pope John 
Paul was erected among the or-
ange trees in the Plaza de la 
Virgen de los Reyes in Seville, in 
2012.

John Paul II is 
inaugurated as  
the 264th Pope

Papa Pope 
Inaugurar To inaugurate 

Misa Mass 

Polaco Polish 

Vaticano Vatican 

Católico Catholic 

Pontífice Pontiff 

Iglesia Church 

Juventud Youth 

Misionero Missionary 

Peregrino Pilgrim 

Monasterio Monastery 

Visitar To visit 

Conocido Known 

Viajar To travel

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E22 OTOBER 1978

John Paul II greets followers as the new pope on 22 October 1978.  EFE

The Polish cardinal 
visited Spain several 
times as pope and held 
an open-air mass in front 
of 600,000 people in 
Seville

i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page
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 SUR. Edwards European Moving 
offer regular removals to and from 
all areas of the UK and all Euro-
pean Countries, including Island 
destinations, and have over 15 
years experience in relocating 
furniture to Europe by road.  

A trusted bilingual European 
moving company, with members 
of staff fluent in French and Span-
ish, offering translation services 
where and if required.  

From dedicated removals to sha-
red-loads or even single items; your 
personal effects are very impor-
tant and that’s why the company 
offers a full range of moving servi-
ces to ensure their safe transit.  

Export packing of items prior 
to transport can be completed 
using industry-approved, pack-
ing-materials and techniques and 
unpacking at your new home; in-
cluding the removal of used pack-
ing-materials can be undertaken 
if required. 

Long or short term furniture 
storage can be provided in the 
company’s clean, modern and 
secure warehouses in Spain and 
the UK. Storage in other Euro-
pean countries can be arranged 
through our network of partner 
companies. 

Small Trans-ship vehicles in the 
UK and Europe help in comple-

ting removals to or from premi-
ses with tight or awkward access. 

The company also handles all 
customs-clearance procedures 
and will advise and help you com-
ply with any country specific regu-
lations. 

All removals are undertaken on 
purpose-built removals vehicles 
which have furniture-friendly air 
suspension. The modern and highly 
maintained fleet of various sized 
removal vehicles are fully equipped 
and manned by highly experien-
ced and well trained removal crews 
(minimum 5 years experience) with 
local knowledge in many Spanish 
and French locations.  

All items are fully insured on a 
comprehensive basis whilst in 
the company’s care. 

Edwards European Moving pro-
vides packing, loading, transpor-
tation and unloading of your items 
door to door - room to room by 
road through Europe. Get a Free 
Quote Today.

QUALITY MOVING 
SERVICES AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES

EDWARDS EUROPEAN MOVING 

MORE INFORMATION 

www.edwardseuropeanmo-
ving.com 
Tel: 610 843 114 
info@edwardseuropeanmo-
ving.com

MY HOME
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EXHIBITIONS 

Udo Burkhardt   

RONDA. Until 30 October. Cafe 

Blanco y Negro, C/Pozo. 

An exhibition by German artist Udo 

Berkhardt. 

Art Gaucín 2021 
GAUCÍN. From 22 October until 28 

November. In the new Town Hall, 

C/Convento 156. 

The Human Presence and the Vision 

of the Artist is the theme for this 

year’s edition of Art Gaucín, a collec-

tive exhibition by many international 

artists. 

Pol Laris 

ESTEPONA. Until 28 October. Casa 

de Las Tejerinas, Plaza de las Flores. 

Belgian photographer Pol Laris is 

exhibiting a collection of 27 of his 

photos entitled Luces, Colores y 

Materiales. 

Kjell Sporrong 
ESTEPONA. Until 17 November. Casa 

de Las Tejerinas, Plaza de las Flores. 

Twenty-six works of various sizes and 

using different techniques by Swed-

ish artist Kjell Sporrong. 

Alexander Höller 
MARBELLA. Until 30 November. 

Reiners Contemporary Art, Centro 

Comercial Camojan Corner. 

La Tormenta is the title of the exhibi-

tion of eight large format works by 

German artist Alexander Höller. This 

is his first exhibition in Spain. 

Alex Mañé 
MARBELLA. Until 30 October. Excel-

lence Art Gallery. 

Barcelona artist Alex Mañé is exhibit-

ing a selection of his works entitled 

20.000. www.excellenceartgal-

lery.com 

Museo Ralli 
MARBELLA. Urb Coral Beach, Río 

Verde. 

A selection of European contempo-

rary art as well as unique pieces from 

emerging Latin-American artists in 

the permanent exhibition entitled 

Arte Europea: Surrealismo de Giorgio 

de Chirico a Francis Bacon. Free entry. 

Los Bravú 
MARBELLA. Until 5 November. Gal-

ería Yusto Giner, C/Madera. 

Los Bravú (Dea Gómez and Diego 

Omil) present their work for the first 

time at the Yusto / Giner gallery with 

ten canvases with classical mythol-

ogy as the theme. 

My Secret Garden 
PUERTO BANÚS. Until 16 January, 

2022. 

Belgian artist Arne Quinze is exhibit-

ing a collection of his aluminium 

sculptures, inspired by nature, 

around the streets and port of Puerto 

Banús.  

BioGuitar exhibition 
ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE. Until 6 

November. Biblioteca Municipal de 

Alhaurín el Grande. 

Malaga artist Pedro Aragón is exhibit-

ing a collection of guitars made from 

recycled materials.  

Cristóbal Ortega 
ALHAURÍN DE LA TORRE. Until 20 

November.El Portón de Alhaurín de la 

Torre. 

Poemas de Piel is the title of this 

exhibition by Malaga artist Cristóbal 

Ortega. 

Javier Roz 
MALAGA. Until 31 October. Casa 

Amarilla, C/Santos 7.  

Oscura ladera Luminosa is the title of 

this exhibition by artist Javier Roz.  

Jean-Marie Périer 
MALAGA. Tues - Sunday, 11am-2pm 

and 5.30-8.30pm. Centro Cultural La 

Malagueta. 

The photographer Jean-Marie Périer 

took thousands of photos of famous 

people, film and pop stars during his 

40-year career. Around 200 of his 

photos, including subjects such as 

Bob Dylan, Stevie Wonder, Mick Jag-

ger and the Beatles as well as French 

designers Yves St Laurent and Jean-

Paul Gautier, are in an exhibition 

called El Fotógrafo de las Estrellas 

(the photographer of the Stars) at 

the centre.  

Malaga Picasso Museum 
MALAGA. Museo Picasso Málaga, 

Calle San Agustín.  

El París de Brassaï. The museum will 

be exhibiting a collection that not 

only concentrates on the photogra-

pher Brassaï but also reflects the 

topography of Paris in the 30’s and 

40’s.  

Picasso exchange. The MPM has 

made an exchange with the Musée 

National Picasso-Paris and will be 

able to exhibit the wood and oil paint 

sculpture Copa, Periódico y Dado that 

Pablo Picasso created in 1914. The 

museum is also exhibiting Bodegón 

con Cráneo, Puerros y Jarra which 

Picasso painted in 1945. It is on loan 

from the Fine Arts Museum in San 

Francisco. Both artworks are on dis-

play until February 2022.  

www.museopicassomalaga.org. 

Picasso Casa Natal 
MALAGA. Until 25 October. Museo 

Casa Natal Picasso, Plaza de la 

Merced. 

The museum has been through all its 

stored documents and photographs 

to create this new exhibition of 

Picasso’s connections with the liter-

ary world. 

Colección del Museo Ruso 
MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 

Sor Teresa Prat. 

Temporary exhibitions: From 29 

October until 17 April 2022.  

Avant-garde in Russian art. The exhi-

bition reflects the journey of stylistic 

variety and innovative creation which 

broke with established conceptions 

of art at the beginning of the 20th 

century. The Russian avant-garde art-

ists such as Natalia and Mikhail Gon-

charova, Mikhail Larionov, Wassily 

Kandinsky and Kazimir Malevich, 

Alexander Rodchenko and Marc Rod-

chenko and Marc Chagall made 

themselves known in Europe with a 

unique style which distinguishes 

them from other movements. 

Maiakovski, poet and artist. Vladimir 

Maiakovsky defined himself as a 

poet, but in reality his creative activ-

ity surpassed the limits of literature 

and entered the artistic and interpre-

tative plane, being part of the group 

of actors of the early 20th century 

and a prominent member of futurism, 

as well as an emissary of the Russian 

revolution. His most important artis-

tic contribution is to be found in his 

posters for the Russian Telegraph 

Agency which transcended the politi-

cal tone. 

Dostoievski bicentenary. Writer 

Fiódor Dostoevsky was born 200 

years ago this year and the Russian 

Museum is commemorating his life 

with an exhibition of photographs, 

drawings and paintings of the writer 

as well as his funeral mask created by 

an unknown sculptor.    

Centre Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

https://centrepompidou-malaga.eu/ 

El Sentido del Viento / Le Sens du 

Vent. Until May, 2022. A mural by 

Erik Pall is painted on the staircase at 

the entrance to the museum.   

Pablo Capitán del Río. Located inside 

the cube is a sculpture by Pablo 

Capitán del Río representing the 

famous ‘elephant’s foot’ inside the 

reactor at Chernobyl: a radioactive 

mass created after the explosion and 

one of the most toxic on earth. Just a 

few minutes in its presence will bring 

certain death to any living organism. 

The sculpture, which can only be 

seen from a distance, symbolises that 

which inhibits life in all its forms. 

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
MALAGA. CAC Málaga. C/Alemania.  

Cindy Sherman. Until 24 October. 

Cindy Sherman: an interview (1980-

1981) is a short ten minute film in 

which the American photographer 

talks about the different aspects 

relating to her works, her creative 

process and inspiration.   

Mark Whalen.Until 28 November. I 

Am Just Here is an exhibition of 

twenty aluminium sculptures and 

wall reliefs by the Australian artist 

Mark Whalen.  

MALAGA. CAC Málaga - La Coracha. 

Museo del Patrimonio Municipal. 

Viajes Extraordinarios Until 7 

November. The exhibition is of over 

80 works by Sebastián Navas. The 

works include oils, acrylics and tradi-

tional Chinese inks, completed on 

canvases and paper. 

Málagacrea 2021. A total of 182 

pieces of art work were submitted for 

the Muestra Joven de Artes Visuales 

Málagacrea 2021. The eleven finalists  

will be on display until 7 November. 

The exhibition includes sculpture, 

paintings, photography, installations 

and video-art. Those participating in 

the competition were aged between 

15 and 35 and were born, studying, 

working or residing in Malaga.  

The American roots 
music gathering has 
become one of the 
most prestigious events 
of its kind in Spain   

 

TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. The thirteenth 
edition of the popular Blues at 
Moonlight festival will be held 
at the Hotel Sunset Beach in 
Benalmádena from Thursday 
25 until Sunday 28 November. 

This international rockabilly 
and American roots music 
gathering, organised by Active 
Sound Productions and 
Benalmádena town hall, has 
become one of the most pres-
tigious events of its kind in 
Spain. This year’s event will 
present 13 celebrated rock and 
roll musicians from France, 
the UK and Spain. Topping the 
bill is French rocker Jake 
Calypso and Red Hot, a group 
renowned for their incredible 
musicianship and exciting 
stage presence. 

British rockabilly bands 
Lobo Jones and the Rhythm 
Hounds and The Danny McVey 

Trio will also perform on the 
coveted stage at the Moonlight 
Lounge; along with The Uncle 
Charlie Combo, a 50s style rock 
and roll band from Seville who 
have gained a strong following 
by performing all over Europe.   

Several renowned disc-jock-
eys from the UK will keep the 
music flowing in between acts.  

The four-day festival will 
present some of the most 
celebrated roots music artistes 
on the scene and so it will be a 
must for lovers of blues, rock-

abilly, honky-tonk and country 
music.  

Tickets for the Thursday 
and Sunday night sessions 
cost 15 euros. Tickets for 
Friday night cost 30 euros, 
while Saturday, the main 
event, is 35 euros. A special 
weekend pass costs 80 euros, 
and a special package in-
cluding accommodation in 
the hotel is also available. For 
schedule and tickets, see 
www.bluesatmoonlight.com 

British rockers Lobo Jones and the Rhythm Hounds on stage.  SUR

Blues at Moonlight returns to 
Benalmádena for 13th edition

Jean-Marie Périer, Malaga

Catherine Hunter, Art Gaucín

Alex Mañé, Marbella.
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EXHIBITIONS 

MálagaCrea Artes Visuales OFF 
2021  
MALAGA. From 4 November until 10 
December. Caja Blanca, Av. del Editor 
Ángel Caffarena. 
A selection of the works entered in 
the competition will be on display. 

Centro de Cultura Pedro Aparicio 

MALAGA. Until 12 November. Teatro 
Cervantes. 
The 150th anniversary of the Cervan-
tes Theatre is celebrated with this 
exhibition of old posters, photo-
graphs, tickets etc from some of the 
very first shows at the theatre.  

Daniel Quintero, Ibn Gabirol 
MALAGA. Until 23 November. Centro 
Cultural de la Fundación Unicaja . 

The artist Daniel Quintero uses the 
philosophy of Salomón Ibn Gabirol, 
how he lived and the customs and 
costume of the Jews during his life-
time around 1,000 years ago to cre-
ate his painting. Thirty two of his 
works on this theme are on display.   

Museo de Málaga 
MALAGA. Palacio de la Aduana. 
The new exhibition space in the 
Museo de Málaga is named after the 
artist Eugenio Chicano and contains 
an exhibition of 52 of his works. The 
museum is holding free tours of its 
archaeological collection every 
weekend entitled Leyendo-al Anda-
lus. La Epigrafía Árabe del Museo de 
Málaga. The tour starts at 12.30pm. 

La Luna en Málaga 
MALAGA. Until 14 November. Museo 
de Patrimonio MUPAM.  
An exhibition of 60 photographs by 
ten photographers which reflect their 
feelings and emotions about the city 
of Malaga.  

Raoul Wallenberg  
MALAGA. Until 29 October. Caja 
Blanca, Av. del Editor Ángel Caf-
farena. 
The Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallen-
berg risked his life to save thousands 
of Jews during the Holocaust. During 
the second World War he was 
responsable for protecting and rescu-
ing Hungarian Jews and invented the 
Schutzpass, a new type of passport 
that allowed many to flee. 
http://juventud.malaga.eu/es/la-

caja-blanca  

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 10am - 
8pm Tuesday to Sunday. 
Sorolla in Javea. Until 16 January 
2022. Sorolla’s summer vacation in 
Javea in 1905 was the catalyst for a 
series of paintings which demon-
strate his recognised style coming to 
maturity with rocky coves and bright 
light reflecting off the sea with fig-
ures in the water. Around 20 can-
vases from that period have been 
lent by the Sorolla Museum in 
Madrid.  
Paul Strand. From 16 November until 
6 March 2022. The exhibition 
includes over one hundred photos 
taken by the legendary New York 
photographer. 
The past collections of the Thyssen 
museum can be viewed online at 
www.carmenthyssenmalaga.org 

Museum Jorge Rando  
MALAGA. C/ Cruz del Molinillo. 
www.museojorgerando.org 
The Jorge Rando museum is celebrat-
ing its seventh anniversary this year 
and has a special exhibition entitled 
Soldados by Jorge Rando. It is hold-
ing the inauguration of a new exhibi-
tion, in conjunction with The Chinese 
Art Museum, called Huellas de Ori-
ente on 25 October. The exhibition 
will include pieces by Dao Zi, one of 
the main promoters of Christian con-
temporary art in China; Zhang Fuye,  
professor at the Academy of Fine 
Arts among many other accolades; 

and Liu Xuguang, modern and con-
temporary artist and intellectual.  
www.jorgerando.org 

Oliver H 
MALAGA. Until 22 November. Alfajar 
Sala, C/ Císter, 1.  
Flashback is an exhibition of photo-
graphs that capture light and silence. 

Carlos Canal 
MALAGA. Until 24 October. Salas 
Mingorance, Archivo Municipal. 
The exhibition, Tombés. El rastro de 
los ausentes, is a collection of photo-
graphs, video and natural elements 
which reflect the anguish and devas-
tation surrounding The Great War, 
the deaths, the war and the defores-
tation.   

Artistas Sexitanos en Nerja 
NERJA. Until 30 October. Sala 

Municipal de Nerja. 
A collective exhibition of art from 
Antonio J. Arellano, Martin Morales, 
Paco Ariza, Dolores Salado, J. Martín 
and Mariángeles Raya demonstrating 
different styles, techniques and 
mediums.   

La Vuelta a Ítaca de María 
Zambrano 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Until 2 November. 
Palacio del Marqués de Beniel and 
Centro de Estudios de El Exilio. 
The exhibition consists of over fifty 
pieces including photos, sculpture, 
ceramics, furniture, paintings and 
personal effects of María Zambrano, 
essayist and philosopher,  who was 
born in the town. 

Esteban D’Azúa 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Until 31 October. 
Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
Un Mundo Nuevo. El límite fotogé-
nico de una Pandemia is an exhibition 
of photographs that reflects the 
often difficult story behind each per-
son in the image during the pan-
demic. 

 X Meeting Art  
ALMUÑÉCAR. Until 24 October. Casa 
de la Cultura. 
Exhibitions and workshops by a num-
ber of international artists. 

La Galería 
ALMUÑÉCAR. Until 24 October, 
C/Vélez 2, Plaza de la Constitución. 
Juan Ilarraz will be exhibiting a selec-
tion of his works. A percentage of the Daniel Quintero, Fundación Unicaja

Málagacrea 2021 winner, Malaga.
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sale of each painting will go to The 
Asociación Española Contra Cáncer 
(AECC). 

La Fábrica 
LANJARÓN. C/ Hondillo 119. 
The Artists’ Network Alpujarra (ANA) 
have an exhibition at La Fabrica  
Collective exhibition. La Alpujarra: El 
Viaje. Until 31 October. 

MUSIC AND DANCE 

Cazbah Live Lounge 

MIJAS COSTA. Doors open 8pm. 

Avenida de Rota. 

22 October. Five Minutes of Memory. 
23 October. Queen of Magic. 
27 October. Bachata Dance Show & 
Class. 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/The-
CazbahLiveLounge Call or Whatsapp 
602535710 

La Cochera Cabaret 
MALAGA. Avda de los Guindos. 

23 October, 8pm. Embusteros Babel 
Tour. 
27 October, 7pm. El Pastor dance 
show with Roberto Torres, produced 
by Compañía Nómada. 
28 October, 7pm. Dakini dance show 
with Paloma Hurtado. 
29 October, 9pm. Vargas Blues Band. 
back in Memphis featuring John 
Byron Jagger. 

Guitar Concert 
MARBELLA. 22 October, 8pm. Hotel 

Don Pepe. 

Los Amigos de la Música have 
organised a guitar recital by Ber-
nado García Huidobro in the Hotel 
Don Pepe. Tickets 25€ for non-
members.  

Piano Candlelight 
ESTEPONA. 22 October, 8.30pm. 

Centro Cultural Padre Manuel. Free. 

Susanna Ikebana is holding a piano 
recital by candlelight. 

Michael’s Legacy 
ESTEPONA 23 October,9pm. Audito-

rio Felipe VI. 

A tribute to the ‘King of Pop’ Michael 
Jackson. Tickets: www.tafeste-
pona.com or from the box office. 

The Rob Sas Band 
ESTEPONA. 22 October, 10.30pm. 

Louie Louie Bar, Estepona Port. 
The Rob Sas band returns for a night 
of live rock music.   

Granada Bull Festival 
GRANADA. 23 October. Cortijo Del 

Conde. 

Fusion and rock, rap and urban music 
concerts are planned for the two fes-
tival days. More information: 
www.bullmusicfestival.com   

Noches Carnavaleras 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. 24 October. Claus-

tro de San Francisco. 15€. 

The event will include the great 
voices of José Antonio Molina (El 
Molina) and Hugo León and Com-
parsa band Tino Tovar’s guitarist, 
Quique Jiménez.  
Tickets: Óptica Vélez and Bar La 
Bulla in Vélez and El Pasaje in 
Malaga. 

Chamber music 
ESTEPONA. 29 October, 8.30pm. 

Centro Cultural Padre Manuel. 10€. 

The concert entitled Suspiros de 
España will include classical com-
positions of Spanish chamber music 
performed by Dúo de Violines: the 
concert violinists Walter Oscar 
Tejeda Carranza and Laura Mª Sán-
chez García. Bookings and tickets: 
660753246 www.duoibercla-
sico.com 

Cuadro Flamenco 
MALAGA. Colmao del Museo de Fla-

menco Peña Juan Breva, C/Ramón 

Franquelo 4.  
23 October, 8.30pm. Cuadro fla-
menco de María Pozo. Facebook-Insta-
gram: Flamenka Paco Roji.   

Costa del Soul Singers  
FUENGIROLA. 24 October, 3.30pm. 

Caribbean Bar, Paseo Marítimo, Car-

vajal. 

The Costa del Soul Singers will be 
performing to raise money for the 
Cudeca Hospice. They will perform 
some of the most popular Motown 
and soul music and there will also be 
an Ice Bucket Challenge, raffle etc. 
For more information on the singing 
group: https://www.face-
book.com/costasoulsingers  

Torremolinos’ winter 
agenda will present 
several concerts by 
some of the regions top 
performers 

TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. As part of its 
winter cultural agenda, Torre-
molinos will host Los Concier-
tos de Picasso, a series of 
classical music and flamenco 
recitals, at the Picasso Cul-
tural Centre from the end of 
October until December.  

The cycle will present some 
of the area’s top musicians, 
singers and dancers.    

Professor of flamenco 
guitar and director of the 
Conservatory of Music of 
Malaga, Javier García Moreno, 
one of the most outstanding 
and respected guitarists of his 
generation, will perform on 
Friday 29 October.  

The cycle continues on 
Friday 12 November with a 

piano and cello concert; while 
flamenco will return the 
following Friday with Manuel 
de la Curra, a singer from 
Jerez de la Frontera who 
evolves from one of the 
mightiest flamenco clans in 
the history of the art. 

The flamenco will continue 
on Saturday 11 December, 
with the company of Isaac de 
los Reyes, an outstanding 
young dancer who mixes 
flamenco, ballet and contem-
porary dance, creating a raw 
style that is deeply rooted in 
tradition. The final concert on 
Thursday 23 December will 
present local classical pianist 
Manuel López. 

All concerts, which start at 
8pm, are free, except for Isaac 
de los Reyes, which costs 20 
euros. Tickets can be pur-
chased at 
www.latiendadelasentra-
das.com. 

More information, see 
www.torremolinos.es

Flamenco and classical 

music concerts 

Javier García Moreno will perform at the Picasso Culture Centre.  SUR

Collective exhibition, Nerja

Michael’s Legacy, Estepona
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THEATRE  

World Opera Day 

MALAGA. 25 October, 8.30pm. Tea-

tro Echegaray. 

Voces en Feminino is the title of the 

recital which includes sopranos María 

Calvo, Marina Rojas and María Luz 

Román singing excerpts from famous 

operas. There is also a showing of 

Maria By Callas at the Albéniz cinema 

(see listings for cinemas). 

No Amenece en Génova 
TORREMOLINOS. 30 October, 9pm. 

Auditorio Municipal de Torremolinos. 

A show produced by Factoría Echega-

ray performed by Silencia Danza.  

La Fábrica de la Magia 
MALAGA. 31 October, 6.30pm, 1 

November, 12pm. Teatro Cánovas. 8€. 

Especially created for Halloween, this 

show combines magic with spooky 

happenings where things just can’t 

be as they appear... https://www.jun-

tadeandalucia.es/cultura/teatros 

Salon Varietés 
FUENGIROLA. 7.30pm daily, 7pm 

Sunday. The Salon Varietés Theatre, 

Calle Emancipación.  

Until 24 October. The smash hit 

Broadway musical The Little Shop of 

Horrors. Tickets:  

boxoffice@salonvarietestheatre.com 

or call: 952474542 

FIESTAS AND FERIAS 

Halloween 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. 29, 31 October. 

Corridor of terror, scary biscuit mak-

ing for children, horror stories for 

brave children (Spanish) and Escape 

City ‘The Masked Murderer’ in the 

María Zambrano Park. Sign up for the 

activities in the Casa de la Juventud 

between 10am and 1pm or call: 

610938776 On the 29th there is the 

Noche de Misterio en Casa Cervantes 

tour with ghostly stories, legends 

and a route around the haunted 

buildings in the town register: 

www.rutasmisteriosas.es    

MORE IDEAS 

Tapas Route 

CALAHONDA. 22-30 October. 

This year there will be a wide variety 

of international dishes and flavours 

from Spanish, Indian, Italian, British, 

Chinese, Caribbean and Irish cuisine 

among others. Tapas and a drink will 

cost 2.95 euros. There is a raffle with 

10 prizes valued at almost 700 

euros, donated by local sponsors 

that will be awarded to 10 people 

who manage to complete this year’s 

route. 

Outdoor Artisan Market 

MARBELLA.  28 October, 6pm. Cas-

cada Cocina & Bar, Urb La Montua. 

Stalls selling crafts etc. Food and 

drink available in the restaurant. 

Winderlust wine tasting 
MALAGA. English Cemetery. 

Spanish Wine Explorer. 22 October. 

www.winederlustmalaga.com for 

ticket information and booking. A 

percentage of the proceeds go to St 

George’s Church.  

Workshops 
MIJAS COSTA. Aula de danza Teatro 

Las Lagunas. Donation of 3kg of non-

perishable foodstuffs on first day of 

course. 

Visual poetry at the cinema. 23, 24 

October, 9am - 2pm. How to con-

struct a ‘poem’ with light and photo-

graphic composition. Lecturer: 

Amanda Gutiérrez del Castillo. 

Making short films. 6, 7 November, 

9am - 2pm. Lecturer Javier Gómez 

Bello. 

Register: cultura@mijas.es or call: 

952590380 

Judas Roller Derby 
MALAGA. 23 October, from 4pm. 

Skatepark Málaga Rubén Alcántara. 

C/Camino Cuarto. 

The Torneo Costa del Sol of 

rollerskating consists of three 

matches with teams from Murcia, 

Madrid and Andalucía. 

https://www.facebook.com/LasJu-

dasMalagaRD 

Gaming Convention 
GRANADA. 23, 24 October. Fermasa 

stadium.  

Film, manga, animation, fantasy, K-

Pop, Japanese culture and Cosplay 

Ficzone with videogames, e-sports, 

freeplay and new innovations and 

technology will be at the Feria de 

Muestras de Granada stadium. Tick-

ets: www.ficzone.com, www.grana-

dagaming.com, www.meeplefac-

tory.es and entradasytickets.com 

Salon Varietés luncheon 
FUENGIROLA. 27 October, 2pm. Old 

Swiss House Restaurant.  

Johnny G and Melissa Carver provide 

the entertainment at the three-

course lunch in aid of the Salón Vari-

etés Theatre, organised by T.L.C 

(Theatre Loyalty Club). T.L.C mem-

bers 26€, non-members 30€. Book-

ings: 952474542 Email: fundrais-

ing@salonvarietes.com.   

Polloween 
MALAGA. 29, 30 October. Polo de 

Contenidos Digitales, Av. Sor Teresa 

Prat. Free. 

Terror videogames, virtual reality, 

horror make-up, music and festival of 

short horror films.  On 31st October, 

Polo Digital will be showing some of 

the best entries for the Polloween 

Horror fest short film competition. 

https://www.polodigi-

tal.eu/evento/polloween/ 

Fans of videogames can also enjoy 

samples of the National Indie Games 

Málaga  entries as well as Resident 

Evil Village and Phasmophobia at the 

Tabalcalera Friday and Saturday. 

TIMS choir 
LOS BOLICHES. Wednesdays 7-

9.30pm. St Andrew’s Church.  

The choir has recently resumed 

rehearsals and would love to wel-

come new members. The Interna-

tional Music Society has an exten-

sive repertoire including musical 

theatre, ballads, popular songs of 

yesteryear up to present times and 

Christmas songs including German 

and Spanish as well as English. 

There are no auditions and the abil-

ity to read music is less important 

than enthusiasm and commitment. 

Visit their Facebook page or their 

website :- www.timschoir.org call: 

654891790. 

Family English Cemetery Days 
MALAGA. Saturdays, 10.30am-3pm. 

Avda de Priés, 1. 

Are you looking for a family activity 

for Saturday mornings, which is fun, 

educational and in the open air? Book 

a family visit to the English Cemetery 

and they will provide a route to fol-

low to discover some fascinating 

Malaga history, and games to play 

along the way - in both English and 

Spanish. Reserve a time slot on 

https://cementerioingles-

malaga.org/en under the “visits” tab. 

The entrance fee, (5€ per adult, 4€ 

per child) is payable on arrival and 

includes all materials for the games, 

which are adapted to all age groups. 

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR. Lux Mundi Ecu-

menical Centre, Avda Moscatel.  

Art Group. Wednesday 3 November, 

10am-1pm in the centre.  

Taizé Prayer. 29 October, 8.45pm. 

San Andrés church. Send an email to 

be included in them: luxmundi@lux-

mundi.org. 

Salon Varietés ‘Little Shop of Hor-

rors’. 23 October. Various departure 

points. Tickets 34€ or 30€ if a Lux 

Mundi card holder, available from the 

Lux Mundi Centre. 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. Lunchtime and late 

night screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es.  

Dune: 12.30 (Sun), 19.05 (Tues).  

No Time To Die: 12.25 (Sun); 21.35 

(Tues). 

Venom: Let There be Carnage: 12.30, 

15.00 (Sun). 

Halloween Kills: 12.10, 14.45 (Sun), 

19.45 (Tues). 

Ron Goes Wrong: 20.30 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

Venom: Let There be Carnage: 18.45 

(Tues). 

Dune: 22.00 (every day except Sat). 

Halloween Kills: 21.00 (Tues). 

No Time To Die: 21.30 (Tues). 

Ron Goes Wrong: 20.30 (Tues). 

Supernova: 20.05 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

No Time To Die: 19.15 (Tues). 

Venom: Let There be Carnage: 18.45 

(Tues). 

Halloween Kills: 22.30 (Tues). 

Ron Goes Wrong: 17.00 (Tues). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com 

Maria By Callas: 18.00 (Mon). 

Supernova: 16.30 (Mon), 18.30, 

20.25 (every day except Thurs), 

22.30 (Fri, Sat, Sun).

GRANADA 

Dance, Techno and Drum 
n Bass are covered in this 
year’s line up at 
Granada’s Cortijo del 
Conde venue at the end 
of the month 

JENNIE RHODES 

GRANADA. The Dreambeach 
Festival returns to Granada for 
the first time since 2019, in 
time for the spookiest night of 
the year. 

Billed as Dreambeach Hal-
loween, the event will be held 
at the Cortijo del Conde on 
Saturday, 30 October from 
6pm through to 6am on Sun-
day 31st. 

Dance, Techno and Drum n 
Bass are the order of the day 
and among the highlights at 
this year’s festival is Dutch DJ 
Armin van Buuren. He will be 
returning to the festival after 
his last appearance in 2019.  

Also from Holland, dance duo 

Sunnery James and Ryan Mar-
ciano will be doing a set as will 
Brian Cross, who is  a firm fa-
vourie on the Spanish dance mu-
sic scene. 

For fans of techno, I Hate 
Models, the French DJ with his 
fusion of Techno, Acid and 
Industrial, and from the UK, 
Rebekah, a former model 
turned hard Techno DJ who 
made a name for herself in the 
underground scene in Berlin.  

Anyone into Drum n Bass 
will get the chance to see 
Belgian DJ and producer 
Netsky, and Austrian duo 
Camo & Krooked.  

Shuttle buses will run every 
20 minutes in both directions 
from Triunfo on Avenida 
Constitución and stop at Vil-
larejo on Avenida Andalucía. 

Tickets are on sale for 60 
euros and can be purchased at 
www.dreambeach.es/granada.

Armin van Buuren at Dreambeach in 2019.  SUR

Dreambeach Festival is  

back in time for Halloween

TIMS choir, Los Boliches

Roller Derby, Malaga
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Advances in the quality 
of life of patients with 
breast cancer are moving 
more slowly than the 
research and treatments 
for the illness  

MALAGA. A third of women who de-
velop breast cancer lose their jobs 
as a result of their illness, and this 
exacerbates the problems that arise 
when a breast tumor is diagnosed.  
About 1,100 women will be diag-
nosed with breast cancer in Malaga 
province this year. Nearly 90 per 
cent will overcome it, thanks to ad-
vances in research and in treat-
ments, which are progressing faster 
than the improvement in the qual-
ity of life of these patients.    

To coincide with World Breast 
Cancer Day on 19 October, the  Aso-
ciación Española Contra el Cáncer 
(AECC) pointed out that this type 
of tumor makes women who suf-

fer from it more vulnerable. In a 
study into ‘Financial toxicity in 
breast cancer’ the association 
warned that nearly 34 per cent of 
patients had lost their job or had 

been forced to give it up because 
of their illness, 70 per cent have 
ended up with no salary and prac-
tically no income and around 36 
per cent are unable to work for 11 
months.   

The study shows that on aver-
age, with direct expenses and lack 
of income, there is a loss of 41,834 
euros during the illness. There-
fore, a patient with a breast tumor 
faces direct costs of 9,242 euros 
and a loss of income of 32,578 
euros. The AECC is calling for  ine-
quality that exists around cancer, 
and specificially breast cancer, to 
be corrected. Last year in Spain, 
33,875 new cases were diagnosed 
and 15 per cent of the patients are 
“in an extremely vulnerable finan-
cial and work situation,” it says.    
    Once an increase in a patient’s 
survival has been achieved, there 
are a series of consequences of a 
tumor which need to be improved.  
These include the health service 
reducing the delays which patients 
face in receiving lymphatic mas-
sage when they suffer from lym-
phoedema (an accumulation of 
fluid in the adipose tissues just be-

low the skin. This accumulation 
could also be considered an ob-
struction which causes inflamma-
tion and discomfort). Lymphoe-
dema occurs more frequently af-
ter surgery to remove the tumor 
or damage to lymph glands as a 
result of the cancer treatment.  

The president of the ASAMMA 
association for women in Malaga 
who have had breast cancer sur-
gery, Francisca Aguilar, said this 
week that the Andalusian Health 
Service has to respond more 
quickly with physiotherapy for 
women with lymphoedema. Be-
cause of the existing delays, 
Asamma has a physiotherapist 
who gives lymphatic massage to 
people who need it.  

Another issue that needs to be 
dealt with is the micropigmenta-
tion of the areolas of patients who 
have had a mastectomy. The Ma-
terno hospital set up a unit for this 
service, but it closed when the pan-
demic began, says Francisca.  

On the positive side, she also 
points out that there are no longer 
delays of three or four years as 
there used to be for breast recon-
struction following surgery. Now, a 
decree from the Junta de Anda-
lucía guarantees that this proce-
dure will be carried out within six 
months maximum. Also, with some 
patients, the reconstruction is car-
ried out on the same day as the 
breast with the tumor is removed. 
In addition, the system which en-
ables young women who are diag-
nosed with breast cancer to pre-
serve their ovules before starting 
treatment is working well. This 
means that once they have over-
come the illness, they can become 
pregnant.   

Humanise the care 

The head of medical oncology at 
the Regional and Clínico hospitals 
in Malaga, Emilio Alba, who is also 
a professor of oncology at the uni-
versity, says improvements are 
needed in the procedures to im-
prove patients’ quality of life. “We 
need to humanise the care once 
we have made major progress in 
treatments and cures,”  he says, 
pointing out that nearly 90 per cent 
of patients treated for breast can-
cer in Malaga survive the illness. 
“What concerns us is that between 
March 2020 and March 2021 there 
were 25 per cent fewer diagnoses 
than in the same period the pre-
vious year. This suggests that one 
in every four patients has not been 
diagnosed because of the pan-
demic,” he says.   

Also to mark World Breast Can-
cer Day, the General Manager of 
the Benalmádena cable car , Al-
berto Martín, presented a cheque 
for 3,000 euros to the AECC, and 
this money will be used for re-
search and the association’s serv-
ices.

One in every three women with breast cancer 
loses their job because of their illness

About 1,100 patients will be 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer in Malaga this year. 
Tuesday 19 October was 
World Breast Cancer Day

Joaquín Morales and Luisa Jiménez receive the donation from Teleférico Benalmádena cable car.  SUR

ÁNGEL ESCALERA 
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It is as counterproductive 
to ignore the situation 
and not talk about it as it 
is to keep asking the 
patient how she is feeling  

A. ESCALERA 

MALAGA. The news that you have 
breast cancer has a psychological 
impact. “The first thing that passes 
through people’s minds is that they 
are going to die, or could die,” ex-
plains Mónica Caballero, a psycho-
oncologist with the AECC cancer 
association in Malaga. That mo-
ment of diagnosis tends to be the 
most acute and most critical, be-
cause it is when fear of the future 
occurs, with uncertainty and anxi-
ety which will be present through-
out the process: all the time there 
is uncertainty, the anxiety will re-
main. The help of relatives and 
friends is essential so that patients 
have a shoulder to lean on. “In the 
guidelines we give to families and 
friends, we recommend being 
available for them and saying ‘I’m 
here for whatever you need, when-
ever you need it’ . They need to 

know you are there for them, but 
don’t suffocate them, because there 
are times when the person needs 
to be alone, to adapt and think 
about their future,” says Mónica.   

Be there, but don’t overdo it 

Express interest, but don’t 
keep asking how they feel  

Mónica Caballero says people 

should express interest in how the 
patient is, but not keep asking them 
how they feel all the time. It is im-
portant to show that you are avail-
able if needed, for example by ask-
ing “What can I do to help you?” 
she says. People should also be 
honest, and say “I’m here to help, 
but I don’t know what to do,” she 
explains. The patient will be very 

grateful, because the message she 
receives is that someone is inter-
ested and concerned about her, 
but won’t be too pushy. You should 
ring every three or four days, or 
once a week, depending on the re-
lationship with the patient, so she 
knows you are there if needed.  
Express support from a distance, 
and show affection by, for exam-
ple, sending them a bunch of flow-
ers or basket of fruit, Mónica  
suggests.  

Maintain communication  

“Do you feel like talking about 
your illness”?  

Because cancer is a difficult sub-
ject to deal with, people normally 
don’t talk about it and communi-
cation breaks down. This should 
be avoided. It is essential to remain 
close to family members, friends 
and work colleagues. One recom-
mendation from this psycho-on-
cologist is to ask the patient “Do 
you feel like talking about this?” 
because that gives them a way of 
talking about their emotions. Talk-
ing openly about cancer is bene-
ficial because it breaks down the 
taboos around the illness. “But, I 

must stress, always respect the pa-
tient’s wishes. If she says she 
doesn’t want to talk about it, or she 
seems uncomfortable when you  
bring it up, take notice, but don’t 
distance yourself from her so she 
doesn’t feel alone,” says Mónica.    

Don’t let her overdo things   

“Rest and look after yourself” is 
a way of saying “I love you” 

Some women with breast cancer 
carry on with their daily lives as if 
nothing was happening. They take 
the children to school, cook meals 
and do the housework as usual, 
and people think they are fine. “But 
you have to realise that this woman 
is actually overburdened,” says 
Mónica. In that situation, it’s good 
to ask what you can do to help, and 
tell them to rest and look after 
themselves. “It’s a way of saying 
you love them, and that’s the mes-
sage that gets through most clearly,” 
she explains.    

In the case of relatives who live 
with the patient, when they detect 
a change in her they should help 
and look after her, but without be-
ing overprotective. “She needs to 
carry on as normally as she can, 
but if her husband sees that she is 
worn out when she gets up to get 
the kids’ breakfast, he should tell 
her it is too tiring for her and that 
he will do it instead. If she agrees, 
then go ahead, because just that 
simple gesture helps her a lot, but 
if she says no, then you have to re-
spect her decision,” says Mónica.

How to be supportive to someone who 
is suffering from breast cancer

Mónica Caballero, a psycho-oncologist at the AECC, with a patient.  SUR



38 October 22nd to 28th 2021 
SUR IN ENGLISHFOOD&DRINK

A
lthough every wine 
lover is aware that 
Spain’s fortified wines 

come from the sherry area 
around Jerez de la Frontera, 
many do not realise that there 
is a secondary ‘sherry’ region 
much closer to the Costa del 
Sol.  

Montilla-Moriles wines have 
been referred to as poor man’s 
sherry, but they deserve more 
respect. Both these regions 
have more in common than 
producing similar wines, and 
the British influence has been 
part of their history.  

In Montilla there is a bodega 

known as La Inglesa, named af-
ter Louise Rebecca Ward. She 
was married to Diego de Alvear 
of one of the most notable 
wine-producing families. 

Much smaller in area than 
Jerez and Sanlúcar, the provin-
cial capital of Cordoba, and in-
deed the entire province, is a 
fervent consumer of the finos 
and amontillados.  

The main difference be-
tween the two regions lies in 
the grape varieties. While Jerez 
is unstintingly proud of its 
Palomino conviction, Montilla-
Moriles employs mainly des-
sert grape varieties, notably 
Moscatel and Pedro Ximénez, 
although most resulting wines 

are dry.  
You may have drunk Montilla 

without realising it. Since Jerez 
bodegas were until recently for-
bidden to sell wine in bag-in-
box format, most bars serve co-
pas on draught and sell it as 
sherry - from Montilla.  

If one had to describe the 
distinction, the most obvious 
element would be the slightly 
more unctuous consistency of 
Montilla-Moriles, or, to put it 
bluntly, the fino is less delicate.  

As it costs around half the 
price, no one complains.  

The region’s foremost pro-
ducer on a value-for-money 
basis is Cobos, making organic 
wines of a very high quality.

Fino Cobos 

On 23/24 October there is an 
open day at many of Moriles’ 
top bodegas, and for a modest 
sum visitors can taste multiple 
wines: www.catademoriles.es 
Otherwise our Wine of the 
Week is Fino Cobos, an excel-
lent dry Pedro 
Ximénez ma-
tured in wood 
for three 
years, light 
and made or-
ganically: 15º 
alcohol and to 
be drunk 
cold.

WINE OF THE WEEKThe ‘other’ 
sherry

ANDREW J. LINN

The entrepreneur sells 
seasonal products at 
Delicias del Horno, a 
business that has opened 
eight temporary stores in 
the province 

JUAN SOTO
 

MALAGA. Cristina Aguilera has 
spent half her life supplying the 
traditional Spanish mantecados 
and other handmade Christmas 
products to the sweet-toothed 
people of Malaga. Growing up 
among  polvorones and hojald-
rinas, this businesswoman from 
Antequera is one of the main rea-
sons that Malaga can enjoy typi-
cal handmade treats every Christ-
mas. Every year for the past 
twenty years, she has been sell-
ing the little cakes that are made 
daily in the bakery Los Antiguos 
de Antequera in pop-up shops 
that she opens every Christmas 
season. 

For her, Christmas began in mid-
October, which is when she opened 
the eight stores that, under the De-
licias del Horno brand, will sell the 

most typical products of the holi-
day season until the end of Decem-
ber. In addition to the shop located 
in Calle Mármoles, they have other 
premises in Huelin, Cruz de Hu-
milladero and Carretera de Cádiz 
(in the city), Torremolinos and in 
Antequera itself. 

Cristina has flour, lard and ses-
ame seeds in her veins. She signed 
her first employment contract at 
the age of 14, although nearly all 
her memories are linked to the fac-
tory where her father worked. Two 
decades ago, the entrepreneur de-
cided to embark on a new adven-
ture and open the first shops in 
Malaga. 

Together with her sisters Vir-
ginia and Laura, she decided to try 
her luck in Malaga city, since the  
products were very popular with 
customers who came from there. 
Initially they started with three 
shops, but year after year they grew 
to the current eight. “What was 
hardest was running the stores as 
we were used to working, not man-
aging,” she confesses. 

Cristina’s routine has not 
changed in recent years: she gets 
up at six in the morning to go to 

the factory where they make the 
fresh products daily. She loads 
them into her car and takes them 
to the shop, which opens at 10 
am. In the afternoon, while an 
employee manages the store, she 
returns to the factory to work. 

The same as last year 
She hopes that this year will at 
least be as good as last. Despite 
the pandemic, she knows that the 
people of Malaga like to buy the 
typical products, especially in the 
stores of the city. This year, as 
there are no mobility restrictions, 

she hope the sales, which in 2020 
stagnated because of the lock-
downs, will recover. 

Although the work is based 
on traditional baked goods, Cris-
tina usually introduces some 
new products every year. This 

year, 2021, they have begun to 
offer yolk and sweet potato cor-
tadillos and puff pastries made 
with natural orange juice. Among 
the top products sold each year 
are almond alfajores, marzipan 
and cakes made with egg yolk. 

The businesswoman confesses 
that the larger purchases will most 
likely begin in November, although 
for the moment they cannot com-
plain about the sales they have. 
“For now people are buying for 
snacking; the kilos of cakes will be 
bought when the Christmas holi-
days approach,” she predicts.

Cristina Aguilera:  
20 years selling 
Christmas treats

Cristina serving in a temporary shop in Calle Mármoles.  SALVADOR SALAS

For Cristina, the Christmas 
season starts in October 
although the big sales of 
baked products don’t start 
until November
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The Yorkshire-born player 
finished six below par 
ahead of Soderberg and 
Lee in the tournament 
held at Valderrama 

SUR
 

VALDERRAMA. Matt Fitzpatrick be-
came the first Englishman to win 
the Andalucía Masters last Sun-
day as he took advantage of 
world-number-one Jon Rahm’s 
early exit from the tournament. 
Fitzpatrick pulled off an orderly 
comeback to win at the Real Club 
Valderrama, where he finished 
with a score of 69, six below par, 
on his way to pick up the coveted 
oak tree trophy. 

Fitzpatrick remained calm 
even when luck wasn’t on his 
side. He underperformed with 
his putt shots, but ultimately 
ended the tournament with two 
birdies and not a single bogey to 

his name. Overnight leader on 
Saturday, Laurie Canter was out 
of the running as he racked up 
several mistakes, paving the way 
for Sebastian Soderberg to take 
the lead up until the pitiless 17th 
hole on the final day. There, the 
Swede slipped up with a double 
bogey followed by another bo-
gey on the 18th which handed 
Fitzpatrick the lead on a silver 
platter after his consecutive bird-
ies on the 16th and 17th. 

It was mission accomplished 
for Fitzpatrick, who was ecstatic 
after his victory. “It’s on the 
bucket list to win around Valder-
rama, with the history that it has. 
To do it bogey free on Sunday as 
well is extra special,” he said. 

The Yorkshire-born player also 
explained the difficulty of the 
course as one where you cannot 
relax on any of the holes. “Hole 
16 is a tough driver; 17, disas-
ter can happen; 18, par is a great 
score. That was how I felt all day. 

I felt if I could hang in there, hang 
around and pick up a couple of 
birdies, pars were never a bad 
thing, and that’s what I did,” he 
said. 

This win is Fitzpatrick’s first 
of the season, his seventh on the 
European Tour and is now fifth 
in the Race to Dubai and will en-
ter the world’s top 25 players. 

Jon Rahm 

The great disappointment was 
Jon Rahm, number one in the 
world rankings, who on the sec-
ond day of competition was 

eliminated by failing to make the 
cut. 

The Spanish golfer was disap-
pointed with his contest in Val-
derrama and said that “it is the 
first time” that he does not want 
to “see a golf club” and that he 
“needs a rest”. 

Showcase for Andalucía 

Juan Marín, vice president of the 
Junta de Andalucía and regional 
minister for Tourism was pre-
sent on the last day of the tour-
nament to show his support for 
an event that he considers to be 

fundamental for showing off An-
dalucía to the world’s media. 

The politician presented Fitz-
patrick with the trophy and he 
explained the economic contri-
bution that the tournament has 
given the region as well as its ca-
pacity to draw both national and 
international tourists. 

The competition attracted 
36,541 spectators over the 
course of four days and looks set 
to continue to expand in future 
years as Andalucía cements it-
self as a venue for important 
competitions.

Juan Marín presents Matt Fitzpatrick with the Andalucía Masters trophy at Valderrama.  EFE

Fitzpatrick becomes 
first Englishman        
to win the   
Andalucía Masters
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Referees disallowed 
Genaro’s late           
goal despite    
Huesca’s Salvador 
touching the ball 

 SERGIO CORTÉS
 

MALAGA. Malaga CF go into their 
third game in only eight days on 
Saturday against Lugo after pick-
ing up just two points in their last 
couple of matches.  The team looks 
to improve on their somewhat dis-
appointing midweek result over 

The VAR snatches away Malaga’s first win 
on the road this season with minutes to go

Malaga has only managed two points in the last two matches.  AGENCIA LOF

Table 

          Team                       P       W       D         L       GF      GA     PT 

1.  Eibar                     11      6       3       2    17     13    21 

2.  Sporting              11      6       3       2    14     10    21 

3.  Almería               10      6       1       3    18        9    19 

4.  Ponferradina     10      5       3       2    13        8    18 

5.  Cartagena           11      6       0       5    16     17    18 

6.  Las Palmas         11      4       5       2    15     13    17 

7.  Tenerife               11      5       2       4    13     11    17 

8.  Valladolid           11      4       4       3    13     11    16 

9.  Huesca                 11      4       3       4    14     10    15 

10. Fuenlabrada    11      3       6       2       9        7    15 

11. Lugo                  11      3       6       2    13     12    15 

12. Mirandés          10      4       2       4    16     14    14 

13. Malaga             11      3       5       3       9     12    14 

14. Oviedo              10      2       7       1    10        8    13 

15. Ibiza                   11      2       6       3    12     17    12 

16. R. Sociedad B  10      2       5       3    10     10    11 

17. Burgos              10      2       4       4       7        8    10 

18. Zaragoza          10      1       7       2       6        8    10 

19. Leganés            11      2       4       5    11     15    10 

20. Girona               10      2       2       6       7     12       8 

21. Amorebieta     11      1       5       5    10     16       8 

22. Alcorcón           11      2       1       8       9     21       7

Results of Matchday 11 

Cartagena - Sporting                                                       1-0 

Huesca - Malaga                                                              0-0 

Tenerife - Eibar                                                                  0-1 

Fuenlabrada - Amorebieta                                             0-0 

Valladolid - Ibiza                                                               1-1 

Alcorcón- Leganés                                                           3-3 

Lugo - Las Palmas                                                             2-0 

Almería - Real Sociedad B                            Thurs. night       
Zaragoza - Ponferradina                                Thurs. night        

Mirandés - Girona                                             Thurs. night 

Oviedo - Burgos                                                           Thurs. night

SECOND DIVISION

Huesca, where the Andalusian side 
scraped a point off their hosts, but  
did so with a sour taste in their 
mouth. 

José Alberto’s side did very well 
to hold Huesca off, reverting back 
to a defensive-minded midfield of 
two that wouldn’t restrain the team 
going forwards. Despite not hav-
ing overall control during the first 
45 minutes, Malaga came out in 
the second half full of energy, which 
was reflected in the speed and 
depth with which they attacked.  

The end result of this change in 
set up was a perfectly balanced 
game for Jose Alberto’s men, al-
though like their hosts they were 
unable to take advantage of all their 
chances. 

But in the dying minutes of the 
game, Malaga took a late corner, 
which was headed by Paulino, 
came off Huesca’s Cristian Salva-
dor and was eventually headed in 
by Genaro.  

But referee David Gálvez Rascón, 
after a long check with the VAR, 
decided against giving the goal, as 

he deemed two Malaga players, 
Peybernes and Genaro, to be off-
side. 

This decision is very similar to 
a goal given to Kylian Mbappé 
against Spain in the Nations League 
final a couple of weeks ago, which 
makes Malaga’s misfortune even 
more infuriating. 

Against Zaragoza 

But this  frustration was enhanced 
after last weekend’s 1-1 draw 
against Zaragoza at La Rosaleda.  

Malaga generally had the rhythm 
required to win but lacked conti-
nuity to follow through.  

José Alberto had gone back to a 
4-4-2 formation that steadily be-
came a 4-1-4-1, as the home side 

piled on the pressure in search of 
three points. 

Brandon opened the scoring for 
Malaga close to the half-hour mark, 
beating his man to slot home 
Kevin’s first-post cross.  

But their lead would only last 15 
minutes, as the Andalusians lack of 
communication- between Javi 
Jiménez and Genaro- ended in an 
inside pass for Zaragoza’s Narváez, 
who surprised goalkeeper Dani 
Martín with a shot at the near post 
and equalised.  

The second half wasn’t much of 
an improvement for Malaga, as the 
decreasing individual perform-
ances soon affected the cohesion 
of the team.  

Jozabed no longer came into 
play, Kevin seemed to fade away, 
while Roberto was often up the 
pitch on his own. 

Substitutions weren’t much help 
either. The introduction of Sekou 
and Antoñín never really fazed the 
Zaragoza defence, which was more 
than happy to sit back and play the 
game out. 

Malaga will hope to be able to 
turn their misfortunes around as 
they face Lugo, who sit just two 
points behind the Andalusians and 
are also yet to win a game this sea-
son away from home.

“No one        

understands it” 

At Malaga they don’t want the 
refereeing decision that de-
prived them of getting three 
points in Huesca to pass by. 
The club feels very affected by 
the criteria used by the referee 
Gálvez Rascón on the pitch and 
from the video assistant refe-
ree (VAR) in Madrid to disallow 

Genaro’s goal. This affects the 
club twofold, after the same 
thing happened a week after 
the UEFA refereeing commit-
tee unanimously justified 
Mbappé’s goal against Spain in 
the Nations League final. 

“No one understands it,” 
said Malaga’s sporting direc-
tor, Manolo Gaspar, minutes 
after the end of the match with 
a video posted to his Twitter in 
which the goal was clearly 

seen in slow motion. The 
team’s coach, José Alberto 
López, was more blunt. “I’ve 
been talking to the referees. 
They haven’t seen the play, but 
I have. Spain recently lost a 
championship due to some-
thing similar. The referees 
have done a magnificent job, 
but their work was clouded by 
a wrong decision from Madrid. 
We are left without two 
points,” said the coach.

The frustration was 
enhanced after last 
weekend’s 1-1 draw against 
Zaragoza at La Rosaleda
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I
t’s the oddest and most un-
derwhelming build up to a 
Clásico I’ve ever experi-

enced. 
For the first time since I 

started covering ‘the greatest 
rivalry’ in club football, the 
game lacks a spark and more 
importantly a true Galáctico. 

Now Messi has departed, 
and Cristiano Ronaldo is long-
gone, a global superstar won’t 
be taking centre-stage. There 
are plenty of talented football-
ers, but no rock-star. 

It seems the days of rivals for 
the Ballon d’Or battling it out 
for votes are gone - at least un-
til Kylian Mbappe arrives 

On paper Real Madrid walk 
into the game as favourites af-
ter a decent start to the season 
compared to the daily crisis at 
FC Barcelona. 

Real’s team is more mature, 
they have greater experience of 
major matches and new coach 
Carlo Ancelotti appears to have 
stability within the walls of the 
Bernabeu. 

Most of the players he’ll se-
lect will know exactly how to 
handle the pressure of the 

showpiece Sunday. 
Over at the Camp Nou, it’s 

not just the stadium that is re-
quiring a desperate rebuild, 
the foundations of the team are 
shaky as well.  

In normal times Gerard 
Pique, Jordi Alba and Sergi 
Busquets would all have moved 
on for one lucrative final pay-

day in a cash-rich far-off 
league. The club would have in-
vested in world-class replace-
ments a couple of seasons ago.  
Instead, the veterans are still 
integral to the team and Barça 
are having to squeeze one final 
season out of them.  

The upside of the desperate 
situation in Catalunya is the 

pathway for players from the 
academy. Gavi, only seventeen, 
was fast-tracked from the 
youth side to the first team and 
soon earned a senior Spanish 
call up. Pedri and Ansu Fati 
have signed contracts with a 
one billion euro buy-out at the 
age of eighteen. Nico Gonzalez 
and Alex Balde are also teenag-

ers who could be the natural 
successors to Busquets and 
Alba. 

On top of the kids, Ronald 
Araújo is developing into a top-
class defender and there is 
hope for Eric Garcia. 

With Fati, Gavi, Pedri, Araujo 
and Nico Barcelona could be 
going places and give Real a 
fright as the season advances.  
Sadly for them Pedri and 
Araujo are likely to miss the 
match with injury, Fati may not 
be 100% and Nico will only be 
seen if something happens to 
Busquets. 

With the surprise element of 
the raw talent missing. Real 
heads into the game with a dis-
tinct advantage. Ancelotti is 
maximising the abilities of his 
squad and appears to have a 
better balance. Karim Benzema 
is in sensational form, young 
Brazilian Vinicius Junior is be-
ginning to live up to his hype 
and there are top class options 
in every position. 

It isn’t a vintage Madrid 
team, but it still has a touch of 
class in comparison to Barce-
lona’s glimpse of promise. 

If the new kids were all avail-
able, I would fancy Barça to 
close the two-point gap on 
their age-old rivals. However, 
man for man, Ancelotti’s team 
have far more experience and 
the signs are good for them to 
extend the lead to five points 
and inflict further misery on 
Ronald Koeman. 

You can win things with 
kids… it’s just a case of the 
Catalan kids not quite being 
ready for El Clásico.

Karim Benzema.  AFP

The oddest build-up to a Clásico 
On paper Real Madrid walk into the game as favourites after a decent start to 
the season compared to the daily crisis at FC Barcelona

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

Guerrero close 
to podium finish  
at Titan Desert 

Cyclist Pablo Guerrero, from 
Coín, was agonisingly close to 
standing on the podium at the 
16th annual Titan Desert, a 
challenging off-road mountain 
bike race set in the Moroccan 
desert, where cyclists can rack 
up to 600km over six stages.  
Guerrero, who was in second 
place after the first day and was 
in podium position for another-
four, suffered a puncture on the 
penultimate day, which saw him 
finish down in sixth.  
“It was a puncture at a very dif-
ficult part of the stage. I carried 
a lot of problems and lost 40 
minutes. I lost air until the fin-
ish line,” he said.  
Guerrero is convinced he would 
have finished higher up the 
standings. “Without the punc-
ture on the second last day I 
would have finished third,” 
Guerrero said.  
  
PEDRO LUIS ALONSO  SUR
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Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

  

General advertising enquiries:  

952 649 638 
952 649 669 
 

evera@diariosur.es 

dandrews@diariosur.es 

SUR offices: 

Mijas Costa /  

Fuengirola:  

C. C. Carrefour.  

Avda. Los Lirios s/n   

Monday to Thursday 9.30 am  

to 2.00 pm; Friday 9.30 am to 

1.30 pm. Telephones   

952 580 726   

952 583 850 

670 643 488   

605 022 121 

www.surinenglishads.com 

ads@surinenglishads.com 

Estepona:   

Puerto Deportivo de Estepona. 

Edificio Torre de Control, local 44. 

Monday to Friday  9 am to 3 pm. 

952 806 408   

659 344 816 

estepona@publicidadsur.com 

 

How much does a CLASSIFIED 

advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadline TUESDAY 12 noon 

Notice  
to readers: 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

Notice to  
advertisers  : 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spell-

ing corrections to advertise-

ments as and when deemed nec-

essary, and to classify correctly 

any advertisement. Although 

every care is taken to ensure the 

correct publication of advertise-

ments, regrettably mistakes do 

sometimes occur. If there is an 

error in your advertisement, 

notify your agency or agent at 

once as SUR in English can only 

accept responsibility for ONE 

insertion published incorrectly. 

We would like to advise advertis-

ers that no free insertions will be 

given when the advertise-

ment/material received is not 

suitable for print media. 

Website / Email address: 
Please be advised that it may not 

be possible for your website or 

email address to be printed on 

one line. If it will not fit,  

advertisers and readers alike 

should bear in mind that a 

hyphen will be inserted at the end 

of the first line to indicate that 

the email address continues on 

the line below.
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Estepona 

RESTAURANT sale. 460m2 between 
San Pedro and Estepona. 290000€ 
666043491 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are 
always looking for inland and Mijas 
properties to sell to our interested 
buyers. Tel 952491609/667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building plots. 
Tel 952491609/667067269 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Ca-
lahonda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals. Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN Center: 1 bedroom apartment. 
250€/month. 679111522 

COIN: Townhouse, 3 bedrooms, 
patio, terraces, storage. 
550€/month. 679111522 

COLMENAR: 2 bedroom apartment 
with large roof terrace. Quiet resi-
dential, street easy parking. Shops, 
bars, restaurant and school nearby. 
Short or long term let 440€ per 
month. 603263157 

Marbella 

BANÚS 3 bedrooms, long term, full 
equip, by marina, private  
garden, pools, bravoelezo-
vic@gmail.com, owner 
+34637439222 

Mijas 

MIJAS Costa: Groundfloor, large 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, big ter-
races, garage. 800€/month. 
679111522 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

POOL Maintenance/Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella. 678791495/ 
952756168 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenrip-
ple.net 

PROTEC Group: We create and de-
sign different kinds of swimming 
pools. Ask us for our portfolio or 
visit us at www.grupo-protec.com. 
Phone 952 587 573 

Garden 

SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree sur-

gery. Nº1 for Trees/Palms/ Garden 

& Pool Maintenance. Since 1998. 

+34711010971  www.spain-

tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com 

THE GARDENER: Specialist tall tree 
jobs & palms. Tree prunning. Gar-
dens/Communities maintenance. 
Competitive rates. Facebook Spa-
cialtall Tree Jobs. Whatsapp 
637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20.years on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-
bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTIONin general, all types 
of reforms. Quality building at the 
right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & CONSTRUC-
TION: Building Projects, Home & 
Garden. Tel/Whatsapp 678450051 
costadiggers@hotmail.com/ 
www.costadiggers.com 

PROTEC Group: Construction com-
pany dedicated to the construction 
and comprehensive refurbishment 
of villas and all types of houses in 
the Marbella area and the entire 
Costa del Sol. www.grupo-pro-
tec.com or 952 587 573 

BUILDER/ Handyman/Housekeeper 
seeks work. Malaga/Marbella. Own 
tools. My work on Facebook: Pavlo 
Handyman. 622336727 

R.K.S PROPERTY SERVICES: Es-
tablished 2005. Kitchen and bath-
room specialists. Full reforms, 
Plastering, Tiling and Plumbing 
services. 634315264/634345118 

BUILDER,  plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

Plumbers 

CITY & Guilds. Qualified plumber. 

All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

ENGLISH Plumber & Gas engineer 

20 years experience. All aspects cov-

ered. General building, bathroom/ 

kitchen. Emergency service also. If 

you call me I DO call back! PH: 634 

077 290 Anytime 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

ATD DECOR: British painter. 30 
years' experience. Punctual. Great 
rates. Call for free quote. 603132783 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture. 
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp: 
628066308 www.rainbowpintu-
ras.com Daniel 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. expertgates.com Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/605356469 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 

wasps, rats, termite specialists. 

Bars, houses, apartments. Sanitary 

department registered. Serving 

the Coast and Inland since 1985. 

NPS Pest Control. Phone Nigel 

606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered Coast 
and Inland. 655825931 

PROTEC Group offers awnings and 
blinds for both interior and exterior 
use. Quality products selected to fit 
your particular needs. www.grupo-
protec.com or 952 587 573 

Upholstery 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business  

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

POLISH / granding/ repair your 
marble. Professionally half price. 
+0034671244683 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 
plastic jointing, strips between 
the glass curtains. Also repairs. 
655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan Nº1 in UPVC 
windows & glass curtains. Tel; 
952667559 info@arcoplan.net 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit!    
genevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/ 678768454 

PROTEC Group: Manufacturing, dis-
tribution and installation of UPVC and 
aluminium windows and doors as well 
as UPVC and aluminium enclosures. 
Our services include the supply and 
installation of UPVC windows from 
Salamander and Kömmerling but also 
aluminium frames from Reynolds and 
Technal. www.grupo-protec.com or 
952 587 573 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-
curity surveys. English speaking. 
www.securityofspain.com 
636770865/952660233 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest 
prices. Highest quality. 658277572 

Solar Energy 
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Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONINGinstallation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/679284959 

FUJITSU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287 

AIRFLOW Airconditioning for re-
pairs. New installations. Units from 
700€ inclusive. 952443222 
Whatsapp 637554316 air-
flowspain@live.com 

Cleaning Services 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colors. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 
Lawyers 
BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE!! www.yarzalwayers.com 
0034619930052 

Insurance 

Translators 

OFFICIAL  Translations. All lan-
guages. 952789204. MOBILE 
654613094. Sanpedrotransla-
tions@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork?  Recovery docu-
ment service available,  fast con-
fidential,  reliable.  617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Loans 

FOR YOUR short term, cash flow 
solutions with security on the Costa 
del Sol call: 699780389 

Business 
Opportunities 

NERJA: Bar/ cafeteria with 3 bed 
house next door. 345,000 Euros 
freehold. 661039538 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 
on time. 651081610 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport. 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

SPAIN/UK UK/SPAIN. Part full loads. 
Pet transport. Micknick0730@hot-
mail.co.uk 637980655 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20€ hour + 
fuel. Steve 602637242 

www.moveit-storeit.comPhone 
David 696 810 618 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

KARAOKE to Buy or Update Songs 
in ALL Languages. 664-540-154 

LOOKING FOR CHINA & GLASS-
WARE. ALSO COLLECTABLES & 
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. 
661402134 

WANTED household/ garden fur-
niture. 20yrs on the Coast. 
660366033 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. 
House/garage/ bar clearances. 
Steve 602637242 

ELECTRIC sewing machine 55 euros 
and 2 classic Kodak cameras, col-
lector’s items. Retinette 1B and 
Fix20 Kodak Junior. Open to rea-
sonable offers. 952599070 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & Finance problems. Call 
now. Cash waiting. 687049592 

WANTED: Best prices paid for 
proper cars, same day collection. 
678808837 

CARS & Vans any registration, in-
stant cash. Finance/embargos UK 
or Spanish...685524921 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models... from exotic 
to classic. Spanish/ English/ Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any 
age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

PHONE me first or last!! I pay 
more!! Cars/caravans/motorbikes 
or commercial. 660366033 

JAGUAR X Type 3.0 Sport Auto-
matic, Adriatic blue with cream up-
holstery and walnut trim. Two pri-
vate owners from new and used as 
a second car for past ten years. Genu-
ine 74k miles with full service his-
tory, new ITV, and tax to year end. 
Beautiful condition, first to see will 
buy. 5250€. Tel: 676085976 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying or registering & save 
tax. www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5mins from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/606101807 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080 Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web: www.lo-
calsoft.com 

ETSIMME Suomen. Espanjan ja Eng-
lanti hallitsevan reippaan henkilön 
lentokentta toimistollemme asiakas-
palveluun.  Marko@autokatti.com  
609544082 

LOOKING for qualified English 
teachers for Fuengirola and Málaga. 
lynnesacademycv@gmail.com Send 
resumes 

WE ARE looking for dedicated pro-
fessionals who are passionate about 
sales and building relationships. Ba-
sic plus commission. Please apply 
at admin@horizoncurrency.com 

OVER 40, ex Management, maybe 
redundant, self motivated, ambi-
tious, looking for change? Business 
development opportunities in health 
and wellness. Home based, part or 
full time, above average package. 
Contact Phil Cony on 643781651 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

ATTRACTIVE elderly gentleman 
seeks a naturalistic liaison with an-
other aged 50-70 who is kindly as-
sertive and, can host in seclusion 
and tranquillity within an hour or 
so`s drive of Fuengirola for a very 
comprehensive leisurely meeting of 
minds etc, mild cp only, no other 
boundaries.  mutualgamesman@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia 
656350401 

BENALMADENA:  American woman 
dedicates for Golfers massage done 
on a professional massage table. 
Senior 50% off. 7am onwards. 
658189191 

FEMININE Care incredible massages 
(all types), stiff muscles, sciatica, 
chronic headaches, laser pain ther-
apy, thermography breast screen-
ing, emotional rebalancing, weight 
control in your home or our clinic 
WhatsApp 677026818 

SHAVING sensitive area by mature 
Japanese masseuse. Ladies/ Cou-
ples are welcome. Fuengirola 
610396186 

VICKY and Kim qualified ladies four 
hands massage (not a sex service) 
65, reduced rates. Mask are essen-
tial. Benalmadena tlf 621395221 

PROFESSIONAL masseuse: Relax-
ing, sensitive, aromatherapy mas-
sages. Private, clean apartment. Ap-
pointments. 642751070 Marbella.. 

Therapists 

EMOTIONALTherapist: Sabine, pro-
ficent, 18yrs experience. Spiritual 
one to one reading, family constel-
lations. Tel/Whatsapp 622825153 

ESTEPONA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy COSRT & BACP 
Accredited. Individuals & Couples 
+447813944146 Richard. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es 

Mobility 

SENIORWORLD: (Est. 2008) Mo-
bility Scooters, wheelchairs, stair-
lifts, nursing beds, rise ’n’ recline 
chairs & a large range of daily living 
aids for sale or hire, for a better life. 
Visit our showroom in Los Boliches, 
or call 952663131/670964181 for 
advice & best prices 

Others 

MALE female. Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, mixed trial packs. 

 
viagra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil 
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22Euros per pack of 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

TV / SATELLITE 

Satellite Installation 

BBC SYSTEM iptv full sky Tv all coast  

coverage Jose Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 

670443838, 952443838. Also avail-

able sound systems color Tv. mail  

josesottoamselem77@gmail.com 

REPAIR/SETUP: English TV chan-

nels, Freesat, Sky, Smart TV, Satel-

lite, Firesticks, Wireless, Networks, 

Internet, Computers, Radio, CCTV. 

Marine Electronics. Andrew 

711021678/ 00447968488998 

Whatsapp. costasatellite@gmail.com 

www.costaelectronicsolu-

tions.com 
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MUSIC 
PIANO Tuning, and Repairs. Piano-
man is back. +34681911412,+44 
07973931963 rckpnmn@aol.com 
www.rickthepianoman.co.uk 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 

solved! Error messages fixed, vi-

ruses removed. Replacement 

screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 

repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-

ice. Collection and Return avail-

able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-

sues? PC’s and Laptops supplied, 

repaired and upgraded. Malware/ 

Virus Removal. 19yrs helping peo-

ple. info@soltecspain.com Neil: 

662379899 

CLASSES 
SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method. Simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

WANTED 2 white cats. Torrox Costa. 
689 963 957 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
Tel or whatsapp 646066351.la-
gunakennels@hotmail.com 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

CONSULATES

Great Britain                   C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                                                    952352300 

USA                                   Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                                             952474891 
Belgium                           Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                                      951516019 

Denmark                          Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                                     952211797 
Norway                            Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola                             952667955 
Canada                             C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                                      952223346 

Germany                          Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                                                952363591 
Sweden                            Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                                          952604383 

Ireland                             Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                                                  952475108 

France                              Calle Salvago, 2, Malaga                                                                            954293200 

Italy                                  Alameda Principal, 35, Malaga                                                                  902502512 
Austria                             Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                                 646060972 

Finland                             Calle Córdoba, 6, Malaga                                                                            952212435 
Saudi Arabia                   Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                                          952310358 
Greece                              Dr Manuel Perez Bryan, Malaga                                                                  95225689 

Iceland                             Calle Marín García, Malaga                                                                        952661200 
Philippines                      C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                                           952771850 

Hungary                           Av. de Velásquez, (Crce aeropuerto) Malaga                                         952236966

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator  112 

National Police  091 

Local (municipal) Police 092 
Medical 061  

Fire 080 

Guardia Civil  062 

Sea Rescue  900202202  

Crime report  902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  
 

Samaritans in Spain  900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 

Age Care 952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona) 722606347 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  
 

Salud Responde  955545060 
(Doctors’ appointments and advice) 

ESTEPONA                                       

Bus Station 955038665 

Taxi Service 952802900 

Tourist Office 952802002 

Town Hall 952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept. 952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

BusStation 952475066 
Taxi Service 952471000 
Tourist Office 952467625 
Town Hall 952589300 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 

MALAGA                                            

Bus Station 952350061 
Railway Station 902240202 
Taxi Service 952345693 
Tourist Office 951926020 

MARBELLA                                       

Bus Station 955038665  
Taxi Service 952774488 
Tourist Office 952768760 
Town Hall 952761100 
Foreign Residents Dept.   952768760 

MIJAS                                                 

Town Hall  952485900 
Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 
Taxi 952478288 
Tourism Office 952589034 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 

NERJA                                               

Bus Station 902422242 

Taxi Service 952520537 
Tourist Information  952521531 
Town Hall 952548400 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401 

TORREMOLINOS                              

Bus Station 902143144 
Taxi Service 952380600 
Tourist Office 952371909 
Town Hall 952379400 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952374231 

BENALMÁDENA                              

Bus Station 902450550 
Taxi Service 952441545 
Tourist Office 952442494 
Town Hall 952374231 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA                              

Bus Station 952503162 
Taxi 952540016 
Town Hall 952559100 
Tourist Office 952541104  

GIBRALTAR                                       

General emergency 199/112(mobiles) 
Fire/ambulance (emergency) 190 
Tourist Office (00350) 20074950 
Taxi (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

 
Ship                                   Date                     From              Next port              Docks               Sails 
MSC Splendida      23/10            Funchal     Civitavecchia       08.00         14.00 
Marella Explorer   24/10              Cadiz           Palamos            07.00         22.00 
Silver Spirit            24/10                  -                      -                  12.00          23.00 
Sea Cloud II         24-25/10           Cadiz              Cadiz              16.00          19.00 
Costa Diadema      26/10           Marseille           Cadiz              09.00         19.00 
Queen Elizabeth    27/10                   -                      -                  00.00        00.00 
Marella Discovery 28-29/10        Palma             Cadiz              08.00         18.00 
Mein Schiff 3         28/10            Valencia        Gibraltar           08.00         22.00 
Spirit of Adventure 28/10          Almeria         Gibraltar           08.00         10.00 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11484

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Need to make an impression? Don’t let a 

fear of failure stop you in your tracks. 

Mars in Scorpio can give you the 

courage to aim high and keep going.   

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

The week starts on a fuzzy note, and 

because of this, you might miss out on 

something that’s worth doing. By the 

weekend, you may regret your actions.  

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

For much of this week you may be on 

cloud nine, with luscious Venus making 

dreamy aspects that encourage you to 

indulge.    

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

If you feel wary of someone you 

encounter, don’t pretend it’s all okay. 

Be polite but keep a distance, as they 

may have designs on you.    

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Over the weekend you could come 

down to earth with a bump if you’re 

behind with your projects. Have 

promises to keep? It’s worth going that 

extra mile to make someone happy.   

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

If an offer or opportunity seems too 

good to be true, then it likely is, Cancer. 

Don’t buy, sign or commit until you’ve 

asked some searching questions.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

It could seem you’ve met the perfect 

person, and you’ll enjoy spending time 

with them. How long will it last? Until 

you get disillusioned, which might be 

sooner than you think. 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

The week ahead may start on a high, 

then end on a more sobering note. 

However your resourceful side could 

come to the rescue and you may find a 

way to do the impossible.  

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Who are you fooling? Only yourself it 

seems. You may think you’ll have hours 

to spare to take on a project but will 

you? Think big, but don’t bite off more 

than you can chew.   

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

Is money burning a hole in your pocket? 

Is there something you’ve set your 

heart on? It may be a fabulous outfit or 

investing in an entrepreneurial idea. If it 

makes sense, then go for it.    

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

You could get sucked into a family 

drama. If this looks to be the case, 

refuse to get involved. You’ll only end 

up drained and exhausted, and all for 

nothing. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

A goal may seem out of your reach, but 

don’t give up. With innovative energies 

working on your behalf, you may do the 

impossible. By next weekend you may 

have it all worked out.

3 5 8 6

4 3

4 8 7

2

5 9 6 2 3

9 3 6

4

2 1 6 8 4 5

6 7

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find where 

the fleet of ships (1 

battleship, 2 cruisers, 3 

destroyers, 4 submarines) 

are hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid indicate 

how many of the squares in 

that row are filled in with 

ships or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled in to 

start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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QUIZ

1. Cosi Fan Tutte 2. The Magic 
Flute 3. Don Giovanni 4. Aida

Don Alfonso is the lead role 
in which of Mozart’s 
operas?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution

Sudoku solution

Early every Friday morning piles 
of SUR in English newspapers are 
packaged up, loaded into vans and 
distributed around Andalucía and 
Gibraltar. More than 43,000 copies 
land on the doorsteps of news-
agents, supermarkets, shops and 
offices across the region. 

While our readership, circula-
tion and client figures prove that 
the print edition of SUR in English 
is still as strong as ever, many read-
ers are also familiar with our web-
site - surinenglish.com - which 
has been around since 1996. 

Over the years, as technology 
and trends have developed, the 
site has undergone numerous re-
designs and updates, enabling us 
to bring the latest news from the 
Costa del Sol and Spain to you as it 
happens, wherever you are.  

The web has recently had an-
other upgrade, providing a bet-
ter browsing experience, espe-
cially when using mobile devices. 

So we hope you enjoy reading 
surinenglish.com - the perfect 
complement to the print edition.

Answer: Six 
Of interest: The Braille cell 
which forms each letter, 
consists of six dots arranged in 
the formation of a rectangle, 
three dots high and two across. 
Fewer dots are used for 
symbols and punctuation. 
Answer: Belfast 
Of interest: The River Lagan 
runs from the Slieve Croob 
mountain in County Down to 
Belfast where it enters Belfast 
Lough, an inlet of the Irish Sea. 
Answer: Cosi Fan Tutte. 
Of interest: Don Alfonso hopes 
to win a bet about infidelity by 
persauding the two young 
fiancées of his friends to date 
other men while their lovers are 
away. The two friends disguise 
themselves and try to woo the 
girls. 

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

The letter represented by the 
question mark is M. Campion, 
primrose, geranium, all 
flowering plants.

THE SUR IN ENGLISH 
COLUMN

Keep on top of 
the news online

The seven differences

Language Crossword

Circlegram

Quiz answers

1. Dublin 2. Belfast 3. Cork 4. 
Limerick

Which city does the River 
Lagan flow through?

1.three  2. four 3. five 4. six

How many dots are used in 
each letter of the Braille 
system?

Across Down

LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD
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T he message that local busi-
nesswoman Paz Hurtado 
had been hoping for for 

two months finally arrived in the 
early hours of the morning. 

“Sister, we’re in Malaga.” 
The words came from Ferozud-

din Hussaini, the Afghani trader 
whose life she had just saved. And 
not just his: 35-year-old Hussaini 
arrived with his wife Shogofa, 34, 
his sister Sonia, 19, and his two 
children, Atina, 4, and Ali Arshad, 
2. All five are now safe and free 
after two frenetic months of phone 
calls and negotiations with which 
Paz Hurtado, CEO of Hutesa Agro-
alimentaria SA, kept the promise 
she made to the Kabul importer 
of her olives in August, when he 
sent her a message, imploring her 
to get them out of there.  

Sixty days later Paz stands at 
the door of the family’s new home. 
Little Ali Ashad wraps himself 
around her leg, toy car in hand; 
Atina smiles for the first time, 
clutching two bread buns in her 
hands; Shogofa wraps her in the 
pashmina she was able to buy her 
in Kabul, probably with the little 
they had left when the taliban 
seized their accounts; and Sonia 
holds her tight, because she is 19, 
a pretty young woman, a fatal 
combination in the Afghanistan 
of today. 

“At last we’re home,” Hussaini 
whispers to Paz as they embrace. 
They have met only twice in the 
ten years they have known each 
other, but these five lives explain 
the connection, the pure instinct 
that makes them feel like long lost 
siblings. 

Paz Hurtado and Ferozuddin 
Hussaini had had a business re-
lationship since 2012 when he 
became the distributor in Afghani-
stan of the olives that Hutesa ex-
ports around the world.   

“I’ll never be able to thank her 
enough. That first message and 
its positive response was the start 
of our journey here,” said Hus-
saini, now free of the stress of 
worrying whether they would 
make it.   

Now he has left behind the fear 
of seeing how the Taliban started 
to go from door to door looking 
for people who worked with for-
eign firms: “We had to move house 
five or six times,” he explains. With 
his telephone acting as an umbili-
cal cord between him and Hur-
tado, Hussaini recalls the lead-up 
to his new life in Malaga. From the 
moment his sister Sonia had to 
give up her studies of Economics 
at Kabul University to the day they 
closed his children’s nursery 
school. Or when his wife and sis-
ter couldn’t leave the house as 
“they didn’t have a burka”. The 
tears and terrified cries of his chil-
dren when they saw a Taliban in 
the street “because they were 
armed and very frightening”. Their 
desperate flight to the Torkham 
border, the only open crossing 
point between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan and the ten checkpoints 
at which they were asked 
“whether we collaborated with 
foreign firms”. And the doubts 
about whether Sonia would get 
through or not. 

Now the family are looking for-
ward to a new life in Spain. 

Sonia would like to continue 
her studies here, learn the 
language and adapt to the 
customs. 

“This has been the best 
thing I’ve ever done,” says 
Hurtado, who is also taking 

care of providing the family 
with a home and a car, find-

ing a school for the children and 
jobs for Hussaini, his wife and sis-
ter in the Hutesa plant in Fuente 
de Piedra, somewhere he already 
feels attached to. 

They also have to be grateful to 
many others, both agree: “To the 
Spanish government, the Minis-
tries of Defence and Foreign Af-
fairs, Cruz Roja, UNHCR, the 
CEOE, consulates... all of them,” 
says the businesswoman, not 
wanting to leave anyone out. 

Before she gets back in her car 
Paz turns to Shogofa and says: 
“Calm, calm, you’re home now. 
See you on Monday.”

Paz Hurtado embraces Hussaini and Shogofa 
 as Sonia and Atina look on.  ÑITO SALAS

ANA PÉREZ-
BRYAN

From the 
horror of Kabul 
to the safety  
of Malaga

 ”We’re home.”  An Afghani 
family arrives safely in Malaga 
thanks to the help of a local 
olive exporter, who answered 
their cry for help from Kabul

S   Paz Hurtado 
with two-year-old 
Ali Ashad, who 

clung on to her 
throughout the in-
terview.  ÑITO SALAS


