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“I hope the music speaks 
for itself,” says the musician 
son of the famous actor 
and director, prior to his 
concert in Malaga   P24

Recovery was the key word men-
tioned throughout the three days 
of the World Travel Market held 
this week in London. The quieter-  

than-usual trade event, back in 
face-to-face format after going vir-
tual in 2020, still gave the delega-
tion from the tourism industry in 
southern Spain reason to be opti-
mistic. Figures and forecasts point 
to numbers of British visitors to 
Andalucía and the Costa del Sol 
approaching pre-pandemic levels 
during 2022, with flights between 
UK airports and Malaga expected 
to return to previous figures.      P2&3

Tourism authorities from 
Andalucía and the Costa 
del Sol attended a quiet 
but optimistic World 
Travel Market in London

British tourists 
will be back in 
2022, concludes 
travel industry

Alhaurín de la Torre,  
an inland town set to 
become a haven for 
surfers with a new 
wave pool project  P8

Costa del Sol Hospital 
and Malaga Metro, the 
big beneficiaries of the 
Junta de Andalucía’s 
budget for 2022   P12

Magna.   After two years of cancelled Holy Week 
events, Malaga city was the scene last Saturday of 
one long 14-hour procession. Sixteen images were 
carried through the streets to celebrate 100 years of 
the association of brotherhoods. P14

A big day for a 
city longing for  
its processions

  SALVADOR SALAS
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The region expects to 
receive in the first half of 
next year 60% of the 
visitors from the UK it 
had before the pandemic 

PILAR MARTÍNEZ
 

LONDON. The 2021 World Travel 
Market (WTM) was back to its face-
to-face format, opening the doors  
of London’s ExCel centre to the 
tourism industry after holding a 
virtual edition in 2020 due to the 
pandemic. 

Open between Monday and 
Wednesday this week, the travel 
trade fair saw a significant reduc-
tion in professionals attending, 
with only a third of the countries 
that took part in 2019. Coronavi-
rus did not prevent this year’s 
event from going ahead, but did 
make its presence felt with secu-
rity controls requiring a Covid cer-
tificate from all attendees. 

There was a general sensation 
of hopeful optimism, however, 
among the colourful stands where 
representatives from the world’s 

tourism industry aimed to recover 
their British tourists, the most im-
portant visitor market for numer-
ous countries. 

The Spanish contingent at this 
year’s WTM was formed by rep-
resentatives from all levels of the 
tourism industry, including the 
minister for Industry, Commerce 
and Tourism, Reyes Maroto; the 
president of the Junta de Anda-
lucía, Juanma Moreno; the vice-
president of the Junta and regional 
Tourism minister, Juan Marín; the 
president of the Costa del Sol tour-
ism authority, Francisco Salado; 
and the mayor of Malaga, Fran-
cisco de la Torre; along with may-
ors and councillors from the main 
tourist resorts on the Costa del Sol, 
including Marbella, Torremolinos, 
Mijas, Torrox, Benalmádena and 
Nerja; and the Costa Tropical, with 
delegations from Almuñécar 
among others.  

All of their speeches during the 
fair in London carried the same 
message: the tourism industry is 
on its way to recovery as British 
holidaymakers prepare to return 
to their favourite destinations for 

next year’s summer holidays. 

Quality not quantity 
The different authorities also co-
incided in saying that now is the 
time to reposition the Costa del 
Sol brands as holiday destinations 
of quality rather than quantity. 

Their aim is not necessarily to 
recover the figures of 2019, but 
rather to attract a visitor with 
higher spending power who takes 
longer holidays. 

On Monday, the president of the 
Junta de Andalucía stressed the 
importance of recovering the Brit-
ish market as soon as possible. 

“They [the British] are vital for 
the reactivation of tourism in An-
dalucía as a whole. We are work-
ing to recover the pre-pandemic 
situation and the signs are posi-
tive. We are going in the right di-
rection, and so we can be reasona-
bly optimistic with our forecasts,” 
he said as he inaugurated the An-

dalucía section of the fair. 
“We are the salespeople for An-

dalucía. We’ve come to sell the 
great things of our land to tourists 
and to investors with an interest 
in Andalucía; we want them to 
come to our region,” he added. 

He listed some of the things that 
would help them sell their prod-
uct. “We’ve lowered taxes, removed 
bureaucracy and we’re making 
sure they know that we are a safe 
destination. What better way of 
creating trust than to say that 91% 
of our target population has been 
vaccinated against Covid-19.” 

The message to British holiday-
makers was simple: now they can 
plan the holiday in Andalucía that 
they have been dreaming of for 
months. 

On the Costa del Sol stand the 
president of the provincial tour-
ist authority Francisco Salado, said, 
“We’ll put all our resources and 
hard work into winning back the 
British market,” mentioning the 
new Suntalgia promotional video, 
among other initiatives. 

Referring to the pandemic, he 
added, “Now the British are bet-
ter on the Costa del Sol than they 
are in their own country in terms 
of safety, protection measures and 
infection rates.” Salado reflected 
the optimism of other authorities. 
“We mustn’t worry too much about 
recovering the pre-crisis volume 
of tourists, but with attracting visi-
tors with more means. That 
change of mentality is essential.” 

Mark Tanzer, CEO of ABTA 

2022: the year of the return of 
British tourists to Andalucía

RACHEL HAYNES
 

LONDON. Commuters in London 
woke up on Monday morning this 
week to a taste of Andalucía and 
the Costa del Sol, when they 
found the SUR in English South-
ern Spain supplement inserted 
in their copy of their free news-
paper City A.M. 

Train and tube journeys into 
central London were brightened 
up with colourful images of the 
beaches of the Costa del Sol, of 
Andalucía’s great cities and of 
the region’s inland beauty. 

“I love Spain,” said finance of-
ficer Helga Morady, who found 
the supplement on her first day 
back at her office in London af-

ter working from home since the 
lockdown. “We travel a lot.” 

For her, Monday’s return to 
normality in her workplace in 
the City had the added advan-
tage of a sign that international 
travel is once again a real possi-
bility, in the form of the SUR in 
English special supplement in-
side her morning newspaper.

London wakes up to a taste of Andalucía in the  
form of the SUR in English supplement

A London commuter finds Andalucía in her morning paper.  S. SALAS

Juan Marín and Juanma Moreno of the Junta de Andalucía with the 
Spanish Tourism minister, Reyes Maroto on the Andalucía stand.  S. SALAS

60% 
In the first half of 2022 Anda-
lucía expects to recover up to 
60% of the UK tourists who vis-
ited in the same period of 2019. 

1.2 
million British tourists are ex-
pected to visit Andalucía in the 
first half of 2022. 

550,000 
seats on flights have been pro-
grammed by airlines to fly to 
Andalucía in the last quarter 
of this year.

Representatives of the regional and provincial tourism authorities with mayors of some of the most important destinations on the Costa del Sol, 
including Marbella, Malaga, Mijas, Benalmádena, Torrox and Nerja.  SALVADOR SALAS
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The Costa del Sol 
Tourism chief, Francisco 
Salado, says that in the 
last quarter of this year 
seats will reach 90 per 
cent of 2019 figures 

P. MARTÍNEZ
 

LONDON. One of the best indica-
tors that the tourism industry 
on the Costa del Sol is getting 
back to normal is that it is recov-
ering the number of flight con-
nections with the UK. 

Before the pandemic connec-
tions with UK airports made up 
30 per cent of activity at Malaga 
Airport, some 150 flights a day 
in summer and 115 in winter. 

On the second day of the 
World Travel Market in London, 
the president of the Costa del Sol 
Tourism authority, Francisco 
Salado, said that in the last quar-
ter of this year, they would reach 
90 per cent of the pre-pandemic 
figures in terms of seats avail-
able on flights from the UK. 

The Costa del Sol has recov-
ered flights to 18 British airports, 
with the fastest growth in flight 

numbers noticed at the London 
airports, followed by Manches-
ter and Birmingham. 

Recovering and improving the 
Costa del Sol’s air connectivity 
is one of the challenges that 
Malaga city council is working 
on and for this reason it has in-
cluded meetings with airline 
managers at the WTM. 

Mayor Francisco de la Torre 
defended the importance of be-

ing more visible and stronger 
than ever at the World Travel 
Market. The mayor, together with 
the head of Tourism at the city 
hall, Rosa Sánchez, held meet-
ings with various representa-
tives of the British press, includ-
ing The Times and Daily Tele-
graph, as well as with operators 
such as TUI and Jet2Holidays; 
and with airlines such as Qatar 
Airways and Aer Lingus.

Flights between UK airports and 
Malaga approach pre-Covid numbers

(the Association of British Travel 
Agents), continued the flow of 
optimism at his meeting with 
the Junta de Andalucía repre-
sentatives.  

“If the current trend continues 
and no new restrictions are 
brought in, we’ll be in a situation 
very similar to the one just before 
the pandemic by 2022,” he said.  

The same expectations were 
shared by directors of airlines 
such as Jet2.com, who said, “If 
travel conditions do not get 
worse, there are high hopes for 
the 2022 season.”

The Costa del Sol section at the WTM this week.  SALVADOR SALAS

WORLD TRAVEL MARKET

Direct flights 
between Costa 
and Canada ready 
for take-off

P. MARTÍNEZ 

LONDON. Malaga Airport will 
resume direct flights between 
the Costa del Sol and the Cana-
dian city of Montreal from next 
month, after the route was sus-
pended as the coronavirus pan-
demic swept the world. 

The Mayor of Malaga, Fran-
cisco de la Torre, announced 
the news at the World Travel 
Market (WTM) in London and 
said that it is a key connection 
for the city to improve its con-
nectivity with long-distance 
destinations. 

The route to Montreal will be 
the only direct means of access 
to the North American market, 
and De la Torre said the city 
needs to recover the flights to 
the United States as soon as 
possible. “It is a connection that 
we cannot afford to miss out 
on. It is key,” he said. 

De la Torre pointed out that 
the data provided by the air-
line shows that the connection 
with Malaga generates even 
more traffic than the one with 
Madrid.

Brexit opens doors  
to retail tourism 

The exit of the United King-
dom from the EU has opened 
up the opportunity for the in-
dustry to attract another type 
of tourism: retail. Brexit has 
meant that residents in the UK 
(except Northern Ireland) can 
now claim back IVA (value 
added tax) on their holiday 
purchases in Spain. While 
France is leader in attracting 
visitors from across the Chan-
nel for shopping trips, the 
Costa del Sol, already the fa-
vourite Spanish holiday desti-
nation for British tourists, has 
plans to claim its share of this 
new niche in the market.
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Authorities and 
professionals in London 
for the WTM got together 
at the annual SUR dinner 
after a forced break last 
year due to Covid 

R. HAYNES
 

LONDON. It was more important 
than ever this year to pay tribute 
to the tourism industry. After be-
ing cancelled, along with all other 
World Travel Market events last 
year, on Monday representatives 
of SUR and SUR in English were 
proud to welcome guests to the 
traditional tourism dinner, held 

this year at Merchant Taylors’ 
Hall. The nearly 100 diners had 
at least one thing in common: 
they were all hopeful that the 
tourism industry will get back on 
its feet next year. 

Among representatives of the 
tourism authorities at the dinner 
were the vice-president of the 
Junta de Andalucía and regional 
Tourism minister, Juan Marín, 

who said, “We must all stick to-
gether because after each crisis 
there is always an opportunity.” 

Guests included the president 
of the Costa del Sol Tourism 
authority, Francisco Salado; the 
mayor of Malaga, Francisco de la 
Torre; Lord Daniel Brennan; the 
former president of the WHO, 
Manual Butler; the Gibraltar Min-
ister for Tourism Vijay Daryan-

ani; the president of the Spanish 
chamber of commerce in Lon-
don, Eduardo Barrachina; as well 
as the mayors of tourist destina-
tions such as Torremolinos, 
Benalmádena, Mijas, Nerja and 
Torrox, tourism officials from 
Almeria, the region of Murcia, 
Cordoba and Almuñécar, and the 
president of the Costa del Sol ho-
teliers association (Aehcos), José 
Luque, among others. 

Special tribute was paid to the 
until recently Director of Publi-
cations, Pedro Luis Gómez, who 
has been behind the participa-
tion of SUR in English at the 
World Travel Market for the last 
35 years.

Looking forward to the future of tourism  
at the SUR in English dinner in London

Group photo of guests at the tourism dinner at Merchant Taylors’ Hall in London on Monday.   SALVADOR SALAS

Gibraltar has attracted a 
different type of tourist 
this summer due to Covid 
restrictions elsewhere; 
the Tourism Minister 
hopes to keep those 
younger visitors  

RACHEL HAYNES 

LONDON. The delegation from Gi-
braltar at the World Travel Mar-
ket in London shared the same 
sense that 2022 would be the year 
of the return of British tourists, 
although they were happy that 
their destination has not fared 
so badly as some this year. 

Gibraltar’s Minister for Tour-

ism, Hon Vijay Daryanani, spoke 
to SUR in English during his busy 
schedule of appointments in Lon-
don this week. 
Do you agree that 2022 will be 
a year of recovery for the tour-
ism industry? 
In 2020 we were coming to terms 
with the fact that we had Covid; 
this year has been the year of vac-
cination - as you know in Gibral-
tar we were one of the first coun-
tries to have our population fully 
vaccinated. Of course we were 
able to publicise the fact that we 
were safe. We were one of the first 
European countries to be on the 
UK’s  green list for travel. The 
coverage that Gibraltar has had 
in the UK has been unprece-
dented. And now 2022 is the year 

for recovery. We need to look at 
how we can get back to numbers 
of 2019. And then after that, 
growth. 
How is the current situation of 
tourism in Gibraltar? 
Being small is an advantage. We’ve 
always been able to do things 
faster and our hotels have been 
full in general throughout the 
summer; flights have been busy 
to Gibraltar so we’ve done well. 

Daytrippers still haven’t reached 
levels that we would like but that’s 
due to general travel. And the third 
part, cruising, has just taken off. 
Hopefully by next year come the 
summer we will be in a situation 
where we have reached 70 or 80% 
of the 2019 figures. 
The number of flights to Gibral-
tar from the UK actually in-
creased this year when Spain 
had stricter travel restrictions. 
Through Covid we attracted three 
airlines. Wizz Air, BA CityFlyer 
and Eastern Airways. CityFlyer 
was only on a seasonal basis so 
hopefully they will come back in 
the summer, Wizz Air are con-
tinuing to fly to Luton and East-
ern Airways have taken the de-
cision not to fly during the win-
ter months.  
Do you see the Costa del Sol and 
the Cadiz coastline as allies or 
rivals when it comes to attract-
ing tourists? 
They’re not rivals as in Gibraltar 
we don’t have enough space, so 
we can’t compete with the 
amount of hotels. So it’s in our 
interest that the Costa del Sol fills 
up and people visit us for their 
day trips or their shopping and 
their sightseeing. We will con-
tinue to market Gibraltar with 
the idea that people should stay 
but we have a certain amount of 

hotels so we fill up very quickly. 
It’s something we’re working on; 
hopefully we will have new ho-
tels in Gibraltar. 
What are you promoting here at 
the World Travel Market? 
In particular what we would like 
is to continue the influx of over-
night tourism that we’ve had over 
the summer. It’s been unprece-
dented as normally our hotels in 
the summer months are low as 
people have been travelling to 
other places. This year we’ve seen 
different kinds of people - we’ve 
had families we wouldn’t nor-
mally have. We’ve had younger 
people: stag nights, hen nights. 
People have come to spend three 
or four days and they’ve come 
back saying that it was too short. 
People have realised that Gibral-
tar is not only about going shop-
ping - and not only about apes.  
How is tourism in Gibraltar af-
fected by Brexit? 
Gibraltar is in the process of ne-
gotiating a treaty with the EU and 
therefore we have to wait to see 
what the outcome of that is. If 
there is a treaty it opens up a 
whole range of different possi-
bilities, and if there isn’t then we 
know what we have to do. I won’t 
go into detail about that at the 
moment, but we know what we 
have to do if there’s no treaty.

 Hon Vijay Daryanani 
Gibraltar Minister for Tourism

Hon Vijay Daryanani.  SUR

‘People have realised 
Gibraltar is not just 
shopping and apes’
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Altogether, the province is 
due to receive 351 million 
euros of investment in 
2022, which is nearly 90 
million more than it was 
allocated this year 

MALAGA. The metro, a new hos-
pital in Malaga city and the ex-
tension to the Costa del Sol hos-
pital in Marbella are the biggest 
projects included in the Junta 
de Andalucía regional govern-
ment’s budget for Malaga in 
2022, details of which were an-
nounced on Wednesday. These 
spending predictions, which will 
now be reviewed by the regional 
parliament, have assigned 351.5 
million euros of investment for 
the province, which is nearly 90 
million more than the amount 
for this year, when it was allo-
cated 262 million.  

The document which shows 
the budget for the different prov-
inces on the Ministry of Finance 
and European Funding website 
breaks down these investments, 
which include the sum of 25.7 
million euros to complete the 
ongoing works on the metro into 
Malaga centre. No date has been 
set for this part of the project, 
but it is expected to be finished 
by the end of next year.  

In addition there are an extra 
685,712 euros to extend the un-
derground  line to the city’s Hos-
pital Civil, an initiative for which 
the plans are currently being 
drawn up.  

With regard to the Malaga 
metro, a further 88 million euros 
have been assigned to cover the 
running and maintenance costs 
of the existing service next year.  

In the field of health care, one 
of the Junta’s biggest commit-
ments is to construct a new hos-
pital in Malaga city. It will be 
built on land behind the Hospi-

tal Civil and will be 270,000 
square metres in size. Next year, 
the sum of 9.4 million euros has 
been allocated for it.  

Sources at the regional gov-
ernment have explained that 
this sum does not appear in the 
provincial figures but is included 
as part of an overall plan for 
health care infrastructure.  

This new hospital project was 
announced last summer and the 
draft plans have been drawn up 
by architects Carlos Lamela and 
Alfonso Casares.  

European funds 
Although it does not appear in 
the details for the provinces ei-
ther, the sum of 43.5 million 
euros has been earmarked to 
enlarge the Costa del Sol hospi-
tal in Marbella. This money will 
be coming out of the EU funds 
for economic recovery, say 
sources at the Junta.    

Another sizeable sum is the 
46 million euros assigned by the 
Junta de Andalucía for different 
water and sanitation projects in 
Malaga province. Of this amount, 
nearly six million euros are al-
located for water supplies to cer-
tain areas, nearly five million 
are for security measures at 
dams and reservoirs and 7.5 
million for sewage treatment, 
although the details do not men-
tion the specific projects.    

For projects in rural areas and 
for agriculture and farming in 
the province, the regional gov-
ernment has allocated an over-
all investment of 41 million 
euros for infrastructure (10 mil-
lion), irrigation (10.3 million), 
modernisation of olive farms (3 
million) and nearly six million 
euros for programmes to en-
courage young people into the 
agricultural sector.   

In this field but as a separate 

item, the Junta is also to spend 
120,000 euros on the Special 
Plan for Promoting the Raisin 
Grapes of La Axarquía (known 
as Sipam).  

The regional budget also al-
locates 33 million euros to 
Malaga for preventing and fight-
ing forest fires and for forestry 
policies. This is a particularly 
important issue for the province 
in light of the recent devastat-
ing fire in Jubrique and the Si-
erra Bermeja.  

The Dry Port in Andalucía is 
to receive 12 million euros of in-
vestment, while the project to 
restore the Convento de la Trini-
dad in Malaga city has been as-
signed 145,000 euros so the 
plans can be drawn up to con-
vert it into a cultural and heri-
tage centre. Another 120,000 
euros have also been allocated 
to build a National Park office 
in the Sierra de las Nieves.    

The Andalusian budget for 2022 includes funding 
for city metro and Costa del Sol hospital extension 

Vice-president of the Junta Juan Marín; President Juanma Moreno; and regional Treasury minister, Juan Bravo, on Wednesday.  SANTANA DE YEPES

 
 Malaga City Metro:  25.7 mil-
lion for the works which are 
already under way to extend 
the metro line as far as the 
city centre. Also,  685.712 
euros to expand the line to the 
Hospital Civil.   
 Antequera Dry Dock:  12 mil-
lion euros have been allocated 
for the first phase of the ur-
banisation works and the elec-
trical substation.   

 Ronda-Ardales motorway 
study:  700,000 euros.  
 Regional public spaces pro-
gramme (funding for carry-
ing out improvements to 
squares, streets and urban 
areas):  1,572,927 euros for a 
variety of projects in Álora, 
Antequera, Archidona, Vil-
lanueva del Rosario and 
Malaga city. The largest one is 
the Cau footpath (775.000 
euros) and the Gibralfaro by-

pass – a footpath between 
Malaga city and Monte Gibral-
faro hill.  
 Third hospital in Malaga city:  
9.4 million euros.  
 Extension to the Costa del Sol 
hospital:  43.5 million. 
 Construction, equipment and 
improvements to health cen-
tres:  1,022,251 euros. 
 Investment in irrigation:  
10.3 million. 
 Water supplies:  6 million. 

 Sewage treatment:  7.5 mil-
lion.  
 Convento de la Trinidad:  
145,000 euros.  
 National Park office in the 
Sierra de las Nieves:  120,000 
euros to build an office.  
 New law court in Torremoli-
nos:  475,000 euros.  
 New law court in Estepona:  
200,000 euros. 
 Sipam Special Plan to Pro-
mote Raisin Grapes in La Ax-

arquía:  120,000 euros.  
 Financing for the PFEA:  4.8 
million. 
 Infrastructure for prevent-
ing and fighting forest fires:  
4 million euros.  
 Restoration, conservation 
and maintenance of water-
ways:  One million euros.  
 Modernising agricultural fa-
cilities:  6.5 million.  
 Arraijanal metropolitan park 
in Malaga city:  91,000 euros. 

SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL PROJECTS

ANTONIO  
M. ROMERO 
 

Malaga, third province 
in terms of investment 
in Andalucía  

With 351.4 million euros, 
Malaga is the third province in 
Andalucía in terms of amount 
of investment under the re-
gional government’s 2022 
Budget. Seville tops the list 
with 528.9 million, and Cadiz 
is to receive 466.4 million.  

After Malaga, the order is as 
follows: Granada (346.4 mil-
lion); Jaén (329.6); Cordoba 
(283); Almeria (241.9) and Hu-
elva (223.8), according to the 
information in the appendix 
regarding investment by prov-
ince which has been produced 
by the regional Ministry of Fi-
nance, which is headed by 
Juan Bravo. 
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A specialist firm 
contracted by the 
owner of the building 
has successfully evicted 
the occupants of 16 of 
the apartments 

ÁLVARO FRÍAS/JUAN CANO
 

MALAGA. After nearly ten years, 
the situation at number 4 Camino 
de Villaflora in Torremolinos took 
a turn for the better this week. The 
people who had been squatting 
in this block of apartments are 
being evicted by a company which 
specialises in this type of action. 
The squatters were occupying 16 
of the homes, and the last ones 
are now packing up their belong-
ings. Very soon, the owner of the 
building will be able to take pos-
session of it again.  

Exit Okupas is the company re-

sponsible for their departure. Álex 
Caro, one of the four partners, says 
his staff blocked the access door 
to the building, so that if the people 
living there without permission 
went out, they couldn’t get back in. 
They acted legally, and were con-
tracted by the building’s owner.  

“We act as mediators. We are help-
ing the occupants with their move 
and my partners and I even paid 
for a woman who really didn’t have 
anywhere to spend the night to 
stay in a hotel,” says Caro.  

They found the apartments in 
a poor condition, especially the car 
park where there was a lot of rub-
bish and an electrical generator 
had been connected, posing a fire 
risk. Inside the building they even 
found a marihuana plantation.  

And so ends a period of occupa-
tion which began in 2012, when 
several people took over apart-
ments in the block. Some then reg-
istered that as their address at 
the town hall. A local lawyer, José 
Cosín, expressed his surprise that 
the owner of the building had re-
sorted to this. “Residents of that 
block have a trial coming up in a 
few months to have the squatters 
evicted,” he says. 

Torremolinos squatters forced to 
leave after nearly 10 years

The block of flats.  SUR

The metropolitan 
treatment plant for 
Malaga, conceived 15 
years ago, will cost 105 
million euros and will not 
be ready until mid-2025 

FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ
 

MALAGA. It has taken longer than 
expected, but at last the Junta 
de Andalucía has awarded the 
contract for the biggest sewage 
treatment project still outstand-
ing in Malaga province: the met-
ropolitan plant which was con-

ceived 15 years ago to stop sew-
age being released into the Gua-
dalhorce river from Alhaurín el 
Grande and Cártama.  

These are the two biggest 
places in Andalucía which lack 
sewage treatment facilities, and 
every year 5.9 cubic hectome-
tres of waste end up in the prin-
cipal river in Malaga province. 
This is the equivalent of 1,750 
Olympic-size swimming pools 
or 200,000 tanker lorries. It will 
also ease the pressure on the 
treatment plant on the Guadal-
horce industrial estate in Malaga, 
which is at full capacity as it also 

treats waste from Alhaurín de 
la Torre and outlying areas as 
well as all the future develop-
ment north and west of the city.   

Just over a year after putting 
the contract out to tender, the 
regional Agriculture ministry 

has awarded it to a temporary 
joint company formed by Aq-
uambiente, Dinotec and Sando 
for 104.9 million euros.   

The project is expected to take 
42 months to complete, so the 
plant will not be in operation 

until mid-2025. Until then, the 
cost of the penalty from the EU 
for the lack of sewage treatment 
in Alhaurín el Grande will con-
tinue to rise. 

In July it was 4.07 million 
euros and there is an extra charge 
of 634,320 euros for every six 
month delay. This means that by 
the time the plant is ready, the 
amount will be around nine mil-
lion euros. As if that were not 
enough, it is not yet known what 
action the EU will take about the 
problems in Cártama.   

Complaints over the location 
Around 300 families from dif-
ferent areas of Alhaurín de la 
Torre are unhappy about the 
proposed location of the sewage 
plant and have formed a protest 
group because of the impact it 
will have on their homes and ag-
ricultural land. These com-
plaints were rejected, to prevent 
any further delays in treating 
the waste from Cártama and Al-
haurín el Grande, and, at the 
same time, stop the fines from 
the EU increasing even more. 

The Junta awards the 
contract to put an 
end to sewage in the 
Guadalhorce river

Sewage flowing into the Guadalhorce at Estación de Cártama.  ÑITO SALAS

HERE AND THERE

MALAGA 

Casa Invisible refuses  
to be moved  

J. HINOJOSA.  For nearly fifteen 
years, the Casa Invisible cultural 
group has been ‘occupying’ 
numbers 9 to 11 Calle Nosquera 
in the city. In all this time, while 
the group has continued to carry 

out cultural events of all kinds, 
the city council have not been 
able to find a way to evict them  
in order to renovate the prop-
erty, despite cutting the water 
supply to the building. The 
spokespersons for the Casa In-
visible argue that the works 
could be carried out in phases 
without them having to leave 
the premises. 

FUENGIROLA 

Work begins on 
improvement projects 

SUR.  Fuengirola council has 
started nearly 50 per cent of its 
planned improvement works in 
different areas of the munici-
pality, with projects now under 
way in Los Boliches, Los Pacos,  
El Boquetillo and Miramar. The 
works, which include paving, 
car parking and street lighting, 
among others, will cost over two 
million euros. 

MIJAS 

Sheltered housing for 
mental health patients 

I .GELIBTER.  Mijas will soon have 
nine sheltered apartments for 
people with mental health prob-
lems thanks to an agreement be-
tween the town hall and the Afe-
sol association. The council has 
ceded land in Camino de Cam-
panales, in Las Lagunas, and has 
also contributed 350,000 euros 
towards the cost. The first stone 
of the building was laid this week.
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A.F. / J.C.  Guardia Civil traffic of-
ficers are investigating the cir-
cumstances that led up to a se-
rious crash on the A-45 motor-
way between Malaga and An-
tequera on Wednesday morning 
that left two people injured. 

Sources have told SUR that five 
minutes before the smash the 
112 emergency services control 
room received calls alerting that 
there was a driver travelling in 
the opposite direction to regular 

traffic, heading towards Malaga 
on the Antequera carriageway. 

Witnesses claimed that the 
motorist had driven for several 
kilometres in the opposite direc-
tion of the road and due to the 
speed could not even tell the 
emergency services the colour 
of the vehicle. 

Firefighters cut free the vic-
tims, both men, aged 44 and 58 
years old, and they were taken 
to hospital to receive treatment.

MALAGA 

Wrong-way driver involved in A-45 
head-on crash that left two people 
injured

112 REPORTS

Emergency services at the scene of the accident on Wednesday.  SUR

FUENGIROLA 

Police save life of 
fleeing house burglar  

A.F. / J.C.  Police officers from  
the Fuengirola Local and Na-
tional Police Force (CNP) man-
aged to prevent a robbery and 
save a life at the same time last 
Friday.  

The burglar had fled from 
the police by jumping from ter-
race to terrace, and after a brief 
chase hung off a fifth floor bal-
cony to avoid being arrested.  

Police grabbed the thief and 
pulled him onto the roof before 
arresting him. 

FUENGIROLA 

Swede shot outside 
adult club in Fuengirola 

A.F. / J.C.  A 29-year-old Swedish 
man was seriously injured after 
being shot outside an adult 
nightclub in Fuengirola at 3am 
last Sunday. He suffered a gun-
shot wound to the abdomen and 
was rushed to the Regional Hos-
pital in Malaga city. He was ad-
mitted to the intensive care unit 
and sources reported that he was 
operated on to remove the bul-
let. The second injured person, 
also Swedish, is 18 years old and 
broke a wrist while fleeing. The scene of the shooting.  A.F.

PIZARRA 

One dead, two injured 
in A-357 head-on crash  

A.F. / J.C.   A 22-year-old Roma-
nian man has died after a head-
on crash at kilometre 44 on 
Malaga’s A-357 road, in the mu-
nicipality of Pizarra. 

According to the emergency 
services four other people were 
injured in the accident, and two 
of them were rushed, in a seri-
ous condition, to the intensive 
care unit of the Regional Hospi-
tal in the city. All of them were 
male. The accident was reported 
at around 8am last Sunday.

ALHAURÍN DE LA TORRE 

The council is to approve 
the permits so the 
investors behind the 14-
million-euro project, 
located at Lauro Golf, can 
start works 

JUAN CALDERÓN /                       
ANDREA JIMÉNEZ

 

There is good news for surfing fans 
in Malaga province and Andalucía 
after months of stalemate. Alhaurín 
de la Torre council is moving 
ahead with Wavegarden, which is 
to be built at Lauro Golf in the next 
few months.  

After a lot of to-ing and fro-ing, 
the wave pool with the best tech-
nology on the market looks as if it 
will finally make it to Malaga. It 
will be the first of its type to open 
to the public in Spain and the 
third in Europe, after the ones in 
Bristol and Switzerland. Wave-
garden is the leading company 
in this field and has already 
opened pools in South Korea, Bra-
zil, Japan and Australia.   

The project planned for Al-
haurín de la Torre goes beyond 
that, because it also includes a 
200-room hotel to accommodate 
surf fans from all over Europe who 
are expected to come to the town 
to enjoy these high quality and 
frequent artificial waves. The golf 
and the proximity to Malaga air-
port are other attractions, as is 
the climate, giving it a major ad-
vantage over other facilities of this 
type in Europe.  

The project came to a halt be-
cause of the pandemic, but has 

now been reactivated. The stand-
still led to many rumours, includ-
ing that the project had been 
moved to another town instead.  
However, sources say they cannot 
rule out the possibility of a second 
project of this type being built in 
Malaga in the future.  

Process 

The process that has to be fol-
lowed is the following: once Al-
haurín council grants all the nec-
essary permits, the investment 
fund behind this 14 million euro 
project will release some of the 
money so the works on the two-
hectare site can start. It is ex-
pected to take about two years to 
complete, although the lagoon 
which will hold the technology 

used to produce the waves may 
be operative sooner.   

Surf fans are also keen to find 
out how much it will cost to use 
the pool. To give an idea, accord-
ing to Wavegarden the one in Bris-
tol costs between 45 and just over 
57 euros per hour for adults and 
about 35 euros for children. There 
are also courses with an instruc-
tor from 70 euros for an hour and 
a half. The prices may change de-
pending on the time of year, and 
include a wetsuit and surfboard.   

At the moment several compa-
nies work in the field of producing 
artificial waves for surfing, espe-
cially in the USA, but the Spanish 
firm Wavegarden is the one that 
offers the most useful product. Its 
machinery can generate a large 
number of different-sized waves, 
more than 1,000 an hour, Wave-
garden has said in the past, al-
though in Alhaurín the number 
will be smaller because the move-
ment of water is enormous and 
needs to be stabilised so it does 
not affect the quality of the waves. 
The pool provides series of perfect 
waves, both right and left - in other 
words in both directions - and for 
different levels of surfers. 

With six pools in operation: 
Praia da Grama (Brazil), Alaïa Bay 
(Switzerland), Wave Park (South 
Korea), Urbnsurf (Melbourne) The 
Wave (Bristol) and Surf Snowdo-
nia (Wales) and a Wavegarden 
Cove at Surfland Brazil, this 
Basque company has a portfolio 
of more than 46 projects in dif-
ferent phases of execution on all 
five continents. Wavegarden is 
considered by investors as the 
leader in the emerging market of 
wave generation technology. 

The wave pool at Wavegarden in Brasil, which is already operational.  WAVEGARDEN

Alhaurín de la Torre, closer to 
becoming a haven for surfers 
thanks to wave pool project

“Alhaurín will be on 
the international 
surfing map without 
having a beach”  

The mayor of Alhaurín de la 
Torre, Joaquín Villanova, says 
this project will place the 
town “on the international 
surfing map without having a 
beach” and will be a quality 
addition to the existing sports 
tourism facilities.  He says 
that in about a month, the de-
tailed study of the plans will 
be approved and the works 
will be able to start. “It is an 
initiative to attract year-round 
tourism, because the surfers 
will be able to enjoy the pool 
365 days a year,” he explains.
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NERJA 

Town hall reopens popular El Pinarillo 
beauty spot in time for long weekend

HERE AND THERE

The El Pinarillo beauty spot reopened on Monday.  E. CABEZAS

FRIGILIANA 

Judge orders demolition 
of illegal rental property 

E. C.  A judge in Malaga has or-
dered the demolition of a holi-
day home in Paraje Loma de la 
Cruz near Frigiliana, 12 years af-
ter the first complaint was lodged 
against the owner. The judge con-
sidered that a Frigiliana resident 
converted a farmhouse having 
obtained a licence for a rental 
property. The owner, a local 
woman with the initials S.M.N.D, 
has been ordered to pay a fine of 
1,080 euros for an urban plan-
ning offence.

AXARQUÍA 

Green light given to 
recycled water plan  

E. C.  The Junta de Andalucía on 
Wednesday announced an allo-
cation of  1.7 million  euros for 
emergency works to introduce re-
cycled water for irrigation in the 
Axarquía region. 

The Andalusian government 
will improve wastewater treatment 
in four plants in Vélez-Málaga, Tor-
rox and Rincón de la Victoria to 
provide between eight and ten cu-
bic hectometres per year to sub-
tropical crops. The work is due to 
finish in  spring 2022. 

The project will benefit sub-
tropical fruit growers in the Ax-
arquía, especially those in 
Almáchar, Benamargosa, El Borge, 
Comares, Cútar, Iznate, 
Macharaviaya, Moclinejo, Rincón 
de la Victoria, Vélez-Málaga, To-
talán, Algarrobo, Torrox and Nerja.  

La Viñuela reservoir is in a 
situation of severe drought, at less 
than 20 per cent of its capacity. 
Experts warn that if there is no 
significant rainfall in the coming 
months, the reservoir, which sup-
plies 14 municipalities and a large 
part of the subtropical sector, 
could become a desert, an image 
never seen in the three decades 
since it was built. 

The works have already been 
awarded and will begin in the next 
few days.

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Man arrested for animal 
cruelty as dogs starved 

A. F / J. C.  A 38-year-old man was 
arrested on 27 October on suspi-
cion of animal cruelty after two 
dogs were found in a property in 
Vélez-Málaga. Police were alerted 
to the situation by a neighbour 
who was concerned about the 
dogs’ condition. The animals were 
found to be extremely malnour-
ished, had no access to food or 
water and were surrounded by 
their own faeces. One was tied up. 
The animals are now in a shelter 
in the Axarquía.  

GENA-Ecologistas en 
Acción say that opening 
a chiringuito is 
“incomprehensible”  
due to the threat to 
endangered plants 

EUGENIO CABEZAS 

TORROX. Environmentalists and 
local residents have called on 
Torrox town hall not to give per-
mission for a new beach bar in 
a cliff area next to the mouth  
of the river, despite getting the 
green light from the regional  
government. 

The environmental associa-
tion GENA Ecologistas en Acción 
sent a letter to the town hall this 
week requesting that it appeal 
against the concession for the 
construction granted by the re-
gional government. 

According to GENA, in July 
2020, a company presented to 
the Junta de Andalucía an appli-
cation for a licence to build a 
beach bar in the area. 

In the letter, GENA said it was  
“incomprehensible” that the 
Junta had granted a concession 
for the installation of this estab-
lishment “in a place of very high 
visual and landscape impact”. 

President of GENA, Rafael Yus, 
said that the frequency of traffic 
and waste caused by the bar 
“could increase the already 
threatened state of the Malaga 
evergreen (’Limonium malaci-
tanum’) and other threatened 
coastal rock plants”. 

Town hall sources have denied 
that a building permit will be 
granted to this new establish-
ment, despite having been 
authorised by the Junta. “If the 
town hall decides to allow any 
more chiringuitos, it will hold an 
auction and agree on their loca-
tion with the sector,” they said. 

The town hall added, “The 
Junta reports that it sees no ob-
stacles to allowing a chiringuito 
in this area, but it is the town 
hall that authorises and gives 
the permits, as well as regional 
government.”

Green campaigners 
appeal to Torrox council  
over new beach bar

NERJA 

Police looking for 
Halloween vandals 

E. C.  Nerja town hall and police are 
appealing for witnesses who may 
have seen the perpetrators of a se-
ries of acts of vandalism which hap-
pened around the town on Hallow-
een last Sunday. Considerable dam-
age was caused to street furniture, 
shops and restaurants, including 
graffiti and eggs and dirt being 
thrown at them. Local police are 
asking members of the public to 
call 952 521 545 or go to the local 
police station with any informa-
tion or to report further damage.

E. CABEZAS.  The El Pinarillo rec-
reational area in Nerja was re-
opened in time for the All Saints 
bank holiday last Monday. It has 
reopened after a year closed due 
to the pandemic to avoid crowds 
and reduce the risk of Covid-19 
infection. 

Located in the Sierras Tejeda, 
Almijara and Alhama natural park 
and next to the Nerja cave, it is a 
popular beauty spot with facili-
ties such as barbecues, a chil-
dren’s playground and picnic ar-

eas, and from which several walk-
ing routes lead to the summit of 
the peaks of the Sierra Nerja. 

Nerja’s environment council-
lor, Javier Rodríguez, said in a 
statement, “Given the progress 
in vaccination, the improvement 
in the situation, the low incidence, 
and therefore the decrease in the 
health alert level, the council con-
siders that it is no longer neces-
sary to maintain the aforemen-
tioned ban on access to this  
recreational area.”

Halloween vandalism in Nerja.  E. C.
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Furious British residents 
show their concern and 
air their opinions about 
the difficulties and delays 
in obtaining a disability 
permit  

TONY BRYANT
 

MALAGA. Disabled expats living on 
the Costa del Sol are continuing 
to air their anger at the time it 
takes to receive a parking permit 
- a Blue Badge. 

Following an article published 
in SUR in English (22-28 October), 
numerous furious British residents 
contacted the newspaper to share 
their concern about the difficul-
ties the delay has caused them. UK 
citizens are particularly affected 
by delays as British-issued badges 
are invalid since Brexit. 

Several readers explained that 
they had just about given up with 
the process, especially seeing as 
their local town halls were unable 
to offer any alternative help or 
reasonable explanation as to why 
the process take so long 

In order to qualify for the per-
mit, it is necessary to go through 
a difficult and frustrating disabil-
ity registration process, many say, 
and yet there seems little that can 
be done about the delay. 

One expat, Jean Merry, ex-
plained that her husband had 
waited for two and a half years, 
but unfortunately,  his assessment 
appointment came far too late. 

Her husband had had three ma-
jor strokes and a triple bypass, 
and she said that the experience 
was “a complete travesty”.  

 “I have personal experience of 
it all, which, unfortunately, ended 
very sadly, as my husband passed 
away two weeks before the ap-
pointment. What nonsense: a Blue 
Badge in the UK takes approxi-
mately three weeks. I do under-
stand that people have to be as-
sessed, but good grief, surely there 
could be a points system to speed 

things up when some people are 
desperate. They should be 
ashamed of leaving people that 
long knowing that it is so neces-
sary,” she said. 

Joanne Coote said her husband, 
who has multiple sclerosis, held 
a Blue Badge issued by the local 
council when they lived in the UK. 
Joanne paid to have her husband’s 
medical notes confirming his con-
dition, and also his neurologists’ 
confirmation that he qualified for 
the UK Blue Badge, translated in 
to Spanish to accompany the ap-
plication, although she claimed 
that this made no difference.  

“As we had heard absolutely 
nothing with regard to the appli-
cation - not even an acknowledg-
ment that they had at least re-
ceived it - we made an appoint-
ment with Social Services at our 
town hall, and at that appoint-
ment, we were advised that there 
was nothing they could do to help 
speed up the process,” she  

declared. 
Others claimed they had been 

told that the validity of their Brit-
ish permit depended on the pol-
icy of the town hall where they re-
side, only to find out that this is 
not the case. 

Mijas councillor Bill Anderson - 
originally from Scotland - has been 
approached by numerous foreign 
residents. He told SUR in English 
that “legally it would be very dif-
ficult for a town hall to overturn a 
national policy”.    

“These badges are not issued 
by the town hall, but through a 
complicated process which does 
take around two years,” the coun-
cillor explained. 

The gov.uk website declares that 
UK disability parking badges are 
not recognised or valid anywhere 
in Spain. It states that Spain is one 
of several EU countries that no 
longer recognise the UK permit 
following Britain’s exit from the 
EU. The website goes on to say that 
those wishing to park on disabled 
spots in Spain must be in posses-
sion of a Spanish disability badge.  

“The bottom line is that they are 
no longer valid. I have had this 
conversation with the Local Police 
chief and he confirms this to be 
the case. Spain has decided that 
they are no longer valid,” Ander-
son added. 

Renewal problems 
Another concern aired is the time 
it takes to renew an existing badge, 
as Terry Taylor explained.  

“When my mother’s Spanish 
blue badge was up for renewal the 
first time it took 16 months to re-
ceive the new one.  We have now 
had to renew the badge again and 
we are still waiting. The process 
began about 20 months ago. Un-
fortunately, my mother passed 
away in August, and she was still 
waiting for her badge. It’s abso-
lutely crazy.    

“God knows what I’ll need to do 
to cancel it,” he said.

The rolling 14-day case 
rate per 100,000 was 
32.9 on Thursday (4 
November), with Malaga 
province, including the 
Costa del Sol, on 45.4  

SUR 

MALAGA. The incidence rate for 
Covid-19 remained low this 
week in the Andalucía region  
and dropped slightly on Thurs-
day (4 November), having shown 
signs of a possible increase a 
few days earlier.    

The 14-day case rate per 
100,000 people across the eight 
provinces of the region was 32.9 
on Thursday, down slightly on 

33.6 a week earlier. This is clas-
sified as low risk.  

Huelva province was at the 
head of the list with 60.8, inside 

the medium risk band again.  
Almeria province was  on 47.7 
(low risk), followed by Malaga 
province (including the Costa 

del Sol) on 45.4; Cordoba on 
41.3; Jaén on 33.9; Granada on 
22.7; Cadiz on 19.3 and Seville 
on 19. 

Spain overall had a case rate 
of 49.31 on Thursday this week. 

On Thursday, Malaga province 
had the most new cases in  
the day with  68 positives  
reported.  

There were 174 in hospital 
with Covid-19 across the Anda-
lucía region on Thursday, of 
whom 39 were in intensive care. 
Malaga is the province with the 
most in hospital, with 51 of 
whom 15 were in intensive care. 

Vaccination rates 
According to the Andalucía gov-
ernment, 80% of the population 
in the region had had a complete 
Covid-19 vaccination by this 
week, including  90.9% of those 
over 12 years, while 81.4% of 
the population and 92.5% over 
12 had had their first dose.  

Of the 7.45 million people on 

the padrón census in 2020 liv-
ing in the Andalucía region, 6.9 
million have had full jabs, leav-
ing  just over 555,000 people 
with no jab. 

According to the regional min-
istry of Health figures, 100 per 
cent of those over 60 have had 
their two doses. 

 In terms of other age groups, 
96.4% of those aged 50 to 59 
have had a complete dose re-
gionally;  40 to 49 years,  89.7% 
complete; 30 to 39 years,  80.2% 
complete; 20 to 29, 80.7% com-
plete; 12 to 19, 86.7%  
complete.

Covid-19 case rate stays at a low risk 
level in the Andalucía region 

Expats brand Blue 
Badge process as 
‘a  travesty’

Eighty per cent of the region is now fully vaccinated.  EP (FILE PHOTO)

Many people are waiting.  SUR

Malaga is the province 
with the most in hospital 
regionally, with 51 of 
whom 15 were in 
intensive care 
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MARBELLA 

The 650-million-euro 
project for land east of the 
town centre by the  
A-7 will also see new public 
facilities and homes  

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS 

MARBELLA. Councillors in Mar-
bella have given the green light 
to the initial, local development 
plan that paves the way for the 
construction of a Four Seasons 
hotel resort and other facilities. 

The site for the planned  
650-million-euro project is 
alongside the A-7 coastal road, 
just east of Marbella’s entrance 
arch.  

Councillor María Francisca 
Caracuel, in charge of Planning, 
explained that the project for 
the area will entail a “big eco-
nomic boost for the Costa del 
Sol” and during its construction 
will employ between 3,500 and 
4,000 people, as well as creat-
ing another thousand jobs when 
it is up and running. 

This is one of the highest pro-
file projects currently in the 
pipeline in Marbella and affects 
a site of 325,000 square metres. 
Of this 103,000 will be used for 
public facilities, with resources 

aimed at culture, education, 
sport, roads, parks and gardens 
all planned. 

The remaining 220,000 
square metres will be occupied 
by the five-star Four Seasons 
luxury resort, which will have 
200 rooms, as well as the con-
struction of 486 houses and 
apartments, with over half be-
ing detached and the others 
semi-detached. 

Councillor Caracuel said, 
“This is a project of great rele-

vance to the town, with construc-
tion expected to last between 
two and three years.”  

The land is located just a few 
kilometres from Marbella’s town 
centre; initial works began on 
the access roads in 2018. 

It has taken several years to 
get the go ahead for this plan. 
Councillor Caracuel put this de-
lay down to needing various re-
ports from different sectors, 
which required coordination be-
tween different authorities.

Council approves plan for area 
of future Four Seasons hotel 

The site of the future Four Seasons hotel, east of Marbella.  JOSELE

MARBELLA 

J. DUEÑAS.  An association of 
shop traders in Marbella’s Old 
Town has created a virtual tour 
and directory on its website to 
help people plan their visit be-
fore they leave home.  It aims to 
help the traditional businesses 
compete more effectively.  

The association’s website has 
its own GPS-located entry for 
each business and a 360º im-
age showing inside and outside 
the store. Each entry has links 

to a shop’s own website or so-
cial media pages. It also has a 
route planner to help custom-
ers get around between the 
shops they wish to visit.   

 “A lot of people don’t realise 
that in the Old Town there’s a 
shop selling Spanish omelette in 
a tin with a personalised date on, 
or another specialised in produce 
with denomination of origin from 
Italy and Spain,” said Carmen 
Martínez, who runs Angel’s 
House, a clothes and accessories 
shop in one of the picturesque 
streets. Like many, she is a great 
supporter of local shops having 
an online presence to boost trade 
and working together like an 
open-air shopping centre.  

At the moment there are 50 
shops, hotels and restaurants  
featured and more are being 
added all the time. 

Marbella Old Town 
firms go digital 
to win new 
customers  

MALAGA 

Branches of the RBL in 
Malaga province will 
participate in several 
Remembrance Day 
services next weekend 

TONY BRYANT 

After the disruption the pandemic 
caused to last year’s events to 
mark Armistice Day, The Royal 
British Legion Spain South is 
looking forward to several Re-
membrance services that have 
been organised to take place 
throughout the province next 
weekend.  

With the Costa del Sol now at 
level 0 (low risk), ex-military per-
sonnel and the families and 
friends of those who served, and 
those who still serve, will be able 
to participate once again in serv-
ices in Malaga, Fuengirola, Coín, 

Alhaurín el Grande and Bena-
jarafe.  

The Remembrance Service at 
St George’s Church in the English 
Cemetery in Malaga will be held 
at 10.30am on Sunday 14 Novem-
ber. After the service, given by 
Father Louis Durrant, British con-
sul for Andalucía, Charmaine Ar-
bouin, along with representatives 
from the Armed Forces and The 

English Cemetery Foundation, 
will participate in the habitual 
wreath laying ceremony at the 
Commonwealth War Graves.  

Senior members and standards 
from the Mijas Costa and Mar-
bella branches of the Royal Brit-
ish Legion (RBL), along with the 
1st Fuengirola Scout Group, will 
come together in the Salón Vari-
etés Theatre in Fuengirola to 
mark the occasion from 10.30am 
on Sunday 14 November.  

The Coín branch of the RBL will 
hold its Armistice Day ceremony 
in the Cemetery Chapel at 
11.30am on Thursday 11 Novem-
ber. Services will also be held in 
the San Gaudencio Cemetery (Al-
haurín el Grande) and at the 
Puerta Niza restaurant (Bena-
jarafe) at 11.30pm on Sunday 14 
November. 

Poppy Appeal 
The RBL Spain South is currently 
calling for support for this year’s 
Poppy Appeal. The organisation 
is asking businesses, shops, bars 
and restaurants to participate in 
the campaign by applying for a 
collection tin and poppies.  

For more information, see the 
RBL Southern Spain Facebook 
page, or phone Neal Toplis on 
660659857.

Royal British Legion Spain 
South on parade for 
Armistice Day  

MALAGA 

ISABEL MÉNDEZ.  Malaga city is 
set to get a new artisan market 
at Muelle Uno from this Sun-
day, 7 November. 

El Zoco Maravilla will 
take place regularly 
on the first three 
Sundays of each 
month on the 
popular shop-
ping and lei-
sure dockside 
area of the 
city’s port. 

The new pro-
ject will replace 
the previous market 
and be divided into 
four sections: Villa Ar-
tesana, Villa Shopping, 

Villa Gourmet and Villa  
Solidaria, all of them distin-
guished by different colours to 
make them easier to identify 
by shoppers. 

For example, in Villa Shop-
ping (blue stripes) visitors will 
find fashion and accessories 
and the customisation of gar-
ments, while in Villa Artesana 
(red stripes) there will be 100 
per cent handmade items to 
choose from. 

In Villa Gourmet (black 
stripes) there will be 12 exhibi-

tors from Sabor a Málaga 
with local food pro-

duce offering fla-
vours of the 

province. 
To com-

plete the 
setup, Villa 
S o l i d a r i a  
( b e i g e  

stripes), will 
give space to 

Malaga charita-
ble associations 

and NGOs that previ-
ously had a presence at 
the market.

New-look expanded 
artisan market 
opens on city’s 
Muelle Uno 
shopping area

MIJAS 

IVÁN GELIBTER.  Parking is a prob-
lem that Mijas is currently work-
ing on fixing. The town hall is 
planning to build four new car 
parks in the Las Lagunas area, 
which will boost the municipal 
parking plan that has been co-
ordinated by councillor José Car-
los Martín for the last six years. 

“We’re looking ahead, not 
only to solve current parking is-
sues but to ensure they don’t 
happen again,” Martín said. 

Since 2016, the town’s infra-

structure department has pro-
posed ten public car parks, some 
of which have been built, oth-
ers are in development and oth-
ers have their budget allocations. 
In 2022, the municipal govern-
ment will put out to tender  
the 364-space car park at Los 
Santos. 

Of all the proposed projects, 
this is the one that has advanced 
the most. Mijas also has plans 
for another three car parks to 
be built in different areas - one 
in Doña Ermita, another in Las 
Cañadas and the third to further 
improve parking in the area 
around the local health centre 
in Las Lagunas. 

The first hour of parking in 
municipal car parks will be free, 
two to nine hours will cost a euro 
and to park from nine to 24 
hours will be a maximum of 
nine euros prorated in fractions 
of five minutes.

Local council 
planning to build 
four new car parks 
in Las Lagunas area 
of Mijas Costa

RBL on parade in 2019.  SUR

Muelle 
 Uno
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Brotherhood of Jesus ‘The Rich’.   Historically, the Cofradía de Jesús El Rico can 
release a prisoner each year on Holy Wednesday.  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

Brotherhood of Pollinica.  The image of the Cofradía de la Pollinica represents the mo-
ment that Jesus made his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  SALVADOR SALAS

The great processions 
dominated the streets 
of Malaga on Saturday 
to celebrate the 
centenary of the  
Association of 
Brotherhoods

Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre.  The Hermandad del Santo Sepulcro is official brother-
hood of the council, and members of local government participate in the procession.  M.F.

Brotherhood of the  Dove.  The Virgin of the Dove from 
the Hermandad de la Paloma is one of the heaviest.  M.F.

Our Lady of the Brotherhood of the New Hope.  The 
Virgin of the Hermandad de Nueva Esperanza.  M.F.

Brotherhood of the Gypsies.  The image of the Cofradía 
de los Gitanos being carried from San Juan church.  M.F.

NEVE MATTHEWS 

F ollowing months of plan-
ning, postponing  due to 
the pandemic and panic 

over the wet weather forecast, 
La Magna went ahead without 
a hitch last Saturday in Malaga. 

Marking the centenary of the 
foundation of the Agrupación 
de Cofradías - the association 
that includes all the brother-
hoods that process their images 
every year in the city’s famous 

Holy Week -  sixteen images 
were taken to the streets in a 14-
hour procession. 

Each image represented one 
of the participating brother-
hoods, weighing up to 5,000 ki-
los with the load shouldered 
among an average of 240  
people. 

The first image to begin its 
procession was that of the Broth-
erhood of Rescue (Hermandad 

del Rescate) at 1.30pm, marked 
by the tolling of a bell by the 
president of the Association of 
Brotherhoods, Pablo Atencia. 

The final image, Our Lady of 
Sorrows from the Brotherhood 
of the Christ of the Expiration, 
returned at 4.40am. 

The event was made all the 
more special as Malaga had not 
seen these grand images since  
Holy Week in 2019, due to the 

pandemic. 
The excitement surrounding 

the processional day was re-
flected in the estimated 250,000 
spectators who flooded the 
streets to witness this demon-
stration of fervour and devotion. 

Those wishing to secure a 
front-row view could purchase 
one of the 24,000 seats which 
lined the Alameda , Plaza de la 
Marina and Paseo del Parque.

La Magna: an uninterrupted 14-hour display

MALAGA’S GREAT PROCESSION DAY - IN PICTURES
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In association with Talk 
Radio Europe, the 
initiative has been 
organised to raise money 
to convert the house 
where Joan lived into a 
children’s unit 

TONY BRYANT
 

BENALMÁDENA. The Cudeca Foun-
dation launched its latest cam-
paign on Tuesday under the ban-
ner of Joan Hunt - One in a Mil-
lion, an initiative that continues 
to pay tribute to the founder of 
Cudeca. 

In association with Talk Radio 
Europe (TRE), the campaign has 
been organised to raise money 
to convert the house where Joan 
lived into a children’s unit, or 
room 10, as it will be known. 

Hosted by Financial Director 
Rafael Olalla Martinez, the launch 
was attended by vice-president 

Susan Hannam, and Medical Di-
rector Marisa Martín, who paid a 
moving tribute to Joan Hunt’s life 
and legacy.  

Joan had left special instruc-
tions in her will for the house, 
situated in the grounds of the hos-
pice, to be used to enhance the 
charity’s facilities. Cudeca are 
hoping to complete the adapta-
tion and refurbishment of the 
premises by the summer of 2022. 

Martin Nathan, Chairman of 
TRE, who devised the campaign, 
explained that to honour Joan’s 
legacy, Cudeca would create the 
first ever in-patient facility ex-
clusively for children and teen-
agers. The name of the campaign, 
he went on to say, was chosen “in 
recognition of the founder and 
driving force of Cudeca, who was 
a one in a million human being”.  

“While nobody chose to think 
about children dying, this cam-
paign was designed to ensure that 
they could spend their last days 
in a dedicated facility with the 
very best of care and their fam-
ily by their side,” he added. 

In order to raise the approxi-
mated 160,000 euros needed for 
the project, the campaign will fo-
cus on a crowd-funding weekend 
hosted by TRE from 26 until 28 
November.  

All pledges made during the 
weekend will be doubled by the 
campaign’s sponsors.  

For more information, see 
www.oneinamillion.es 

CLAUDIA SAN MARTÍN
 

MALAGA. Bancosol is prepar-
ing for its grand food collec-
tion, a charitable action that 
they organise every year. 

Their campaign will begin 
on 19 November and will run 
until the 25th. With a team of 
4,000 volunteers, Bancosol is 
accepting online and in-person 
donations at 360 supermarkets 
across Malaga province. 

Bancosol, which saw a re-
cord number of people use 
their services in 2020- from 
46,350 in 2019 to 53,412 last 
year- due to the pandemic, 
also changed the way they ac-
cepted donations, which has 
been simplified thanks to on-
line services and social me-
dia.  

Their objective for this year 
is to surpass the 1.002 million 
euros they collected last year. 
“For us at Bancosol, this new 
method is a joy. We’re improv-
ing and increasing the qual-
ity of the food we give to the 
people, especially to the 
12,992 children that we feed,” 
said Diego Vázquez, president 
of the charity.

Bancosol food 
bank prepares its 
annual collection

Cudeca launches the Joan Hunt 
- One in a Million campaign

The house where Joan Hunt lived will become the first ever in-patient facility exclusively for children.  SUR
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The president of the 
Malaga Distributors 
Association, Salvador 
Pérez, acknowledges 
that the situation is 
“quite worrying” 

JUAN SOTO 

MALAGA. After overcoming the 
worst of the Covid crisis, the hos-
pitality sector in the south of 
Spain is facing a new challenge 
in the run up to Christmas with 
some popular alcoholic bever-
ages already missing from their 
shelves. 

The distribution and logistics 

problems being suffered world-
wide have hit the producers of 
alcoholic beverages and spirits 
hard and for a few weeks they 
have not been able to find a way 
to get their products to consum-
ers. 

The stock shortage has al-
ready been noticed, mainly in 
bars and clubs, and some have 
not received all the items they 
have ordered for more than two 
weeks. At the moment, there are 
only shortages of specific drinks 
and certain brands, although the 
situation shows no sign of im-
proving in the short term and 
could worsen with the increase 
in consumption that occurs dur-

ing the forthcoming holidays. 
Behind the drinks shortage 

are a number of factors, espe-
cially the increase in the cost of 
maritime transport, the lack of 
raw materials and even Brexit. 
All of them, combined, have 
dealt a blow to the distributors, 
restaurants, bars and consum-
ers facing the run up to the 
Christmas holiday celebrations. 

Logistical problems 
The hospitality sector recognises 
that certain brands are currently 
out of stock and the Spanish 
Federation of Spirits explains 
that it is not due to increased 
consumption but to logistical 

problems. The association rec-
ognises that the Covid crisis has 
impacted on the entire chain 
needed for the marketing of spir-
its, including the supply of bot-
tles, cartons, aluminium and the 
raw materials necessary for the 
distillation of alcohol. 

Could get worse 
The president of the Malaga Dis-
tributors Association (Adisabes), 
Salvador Pérez, acknowledges 
that the situation is “quite wor-
rying” and does not rule out that 
the situation will worsen over 
the next few weeks; particularly 
when business dinners and 
Christmas lunches begin. 

“Distribution problems are af-
fecting all sectors and that is 
why we are concerned,” he says. 

Pérez confirms that they can-
not currently order certain 
brands because “the manufac-
turers themselves don’t know 
when they will be able to send 
them”. 

He adds that in all the cata-
logues there are out-of-stock 
products and confesses that eve-
ryone is trying to stockpile to 
avoid shortages on key dates. “I 
have serious doubts that we can 
have a normal Christmas; we are 
going to have problems with all 
the suppliers,” he warns. 

Although the main problems 
are being experienced in the 
hospitality sector, Pérez does 
not rule out that the situation 
will end up spreading to super-
markets, which are the ones that 
are resisting the most for now - 
although there are already 
empty shelves in some.

Alcoholic drink supply chain problems 
could dampen the Christmas spirit

Politicians and residents’ 
groups want the popular, 
impromptu beach 
barbecue area - which was 
removed during Covid-19 
- put back instead  

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS 

MARBELLA. Community groups 
and green activists have ex-
pressed their opposition to a pro-
ject to extend an esplanade in 
Marbella that, they say, would ac-
tually take away public access to 
part of a popular beach. 

The regional government 
wants to improve the eastern es-
planade next to its La Bajadilla 
port, including adding 47 park-
ing spaces.  

Green group Ecologistas Ma-

laka was the first to object, say-
ing the plan would restrict access 
to part of the sand on the neigh-
bouring beach known as Playa 
del Cable. They say the planned 
work won’t solve problems in the 
area and will “increase the area 
of the beach that will be priva-
tised and concreted over”.  

Locals are also unhappy that a  
public area for beach barbecues, 
which was dismantled because 
of coronavirus restrictions, has 
not been put back again so far.  

Victoria Morales, local coordi-
nator of the Izquierda Unida party 
says the plan “in the end will take 
land out of public use for the use 
of just a few people”. 

This summer, La Kavra, an as-
sociation seeking more public 
spaces for art in Marbella, held 
an event on the beach with 100 
giant sardine ‘espetos’ in a bid to 
get the  area for impromptu bar-
becues put back again.    

Locals concerned over plans 
for new parking spaces on 
Marbella’s Playa del Cable 

Aerial view of La Bajadilla port, with the affected beach partly shown bottom left.  SUR

SUR 

MALAGA. Public prosecutors 
have ordered an investigation 
into a possible offence of caus-
ing a risk to prehistoric caves 
to the east of Malaga city. 

The blasting carried out by 
the La Araña cement factory, 
near the Malaga district of El 
Palo in the summer, could 
have damaged the ancient un-
derground sites, they say. 

The prosecutors’ report  
claims that “aggregate exploi-
tation activities have been car-
ried out in the area, with blasts 
using high-calibre explosives 
during the months of June, 
July and September 2021 by 
the FYM-Heydelberg cement 
company. The blasts were in 
the vicinity of Navarro IV Cave, 
declared to be of cultural in-
terest and part of the La Araña 
karst complex, with possible 
damage to the cave named La 
Maravilla Blanca (The White 
Wonder) that was subject to 
inspection and a report by the 
Junta de Andalucía regional 
government on 25 June, with 
all extractive activity frozen 
as a result of that report”. 

Prosecutors add, “it seems 
that the cement company con-
tinued its activity underhand-
edly and there were explosions 
on 2 and 10 September that 
may have affected the site of 
the Navarro IV Cave and the 
newly discovered cave.” 

The cement works’ owner 
has denied any recent explo-
sions in the area directly  
affected.

Inquiry starts into 
whether blasts 
from cement plant 
have put at risk 
prehistoric caves

J. CANO / A. FRÍAS 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. A man 
has been arrested by Guardia 
Civil officers after an alleged 
child abduction attempt at a pet-
rol station car wash on the A-7 
in Rincón de la Victoria but later 
released without charge, with 
the judge provisionally closing 
the case.  

The incident happened at 
around 2.15pm on Monday, 1 
November, at the Tamoil petrol 
station at kilometre 254 on the 
A-7, but details have only just 
been released. 

A father took his nine-year-
old daughter with him when 
he went to wash his vehicle at 
the service station. Parking it 
in the first car wash bay, the 
parent cleaned the vehicle 
while the child waited. 

After a few minutes, another 
vehicle arrived at the car wash 
area. A man got out of the car 
and appeared to watch the child. 
He then got back into the car 
and drove within a few metres of 
the girl and apparently said 
something to her.  

When the father became 
aware of what was happening 
the man quickly left. 

The images from the secu-
rity cameras were given to the 
Guardia Civil as the behaviour of 
the man and registration num-
ber of his vehicle were captured 
on film. 

The man was arrested a few 
hours later and questioned but 
was released on Thursday with-
out charge as the judge could 
not find evidence of an offence. 

Man released after 
alleged abduction 
attempt of a nine-
year-old girl from a 
petrol station

Restrictions to pedestrian 
access to the sand and 
private use of part of the 
beach are the principal 
concerns 
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The 2021 Forbes list of 
the world’s wealthiest  
still has the founder of 
Zara at the top of the 
Spanish ranking with his 
67bn-euro fortune 

ALBERTO GÓMEZ / SUR
 

MALAGA. Malaga and the Costa 
del Sol have lost a bit of influ-
ence within the Spanish contin-
gent of the annual Forbes list of 
the richest people in the world. 
Only Tomás Olivo - owner of La 
Cañada shopping mall in Mar-
bella - appears this year again 
among the top positions. Olivo 
is, according to Forbes, in 16th 
place among Spanish multimil-
lionaires, with a wealth of 1.3bn 
euros, 400 million less than last 
year, when he was ranked 9th 
among Spain’s richest. 

Off the list this year is Rafael 
Domínguez de Gor - founder of 
the Mayoral children’s clothing 
chain based in Malaga city. He 
had asked to be removed: “When 
they wrote to me, I explained that 
they were attributing the assets 
of the whole group, when in re-
ality we are 19 shareholders and 
my wife and I only have 20 per 
cent between us,” he said.   

Tomás Olivo is a developer and 
majority shareholder in General 
de Galerías Comerciales (GGC), 
one of the most important shop-
ping centre owners in the coun-

try. Originally from Murcia, he 
has been linked to the Costa del 
Sol for decades. As well as La 
Cañada in Marbella, his group 
owns eight other centres.    

Olivo isn’t the only person 
linked to Malaga province in the 
list. Carmen Cervera, who loaned 
part of her art collection to Malaga 
city, has one of the biggest for-
tunes in Spain. Widow of  Baron 
Hans August Thyssen-Borne-
misza de Kaszó, from whom she 
takes her surname, she is owner 
of the Museo Thyssen collection 
in Madrid and Malaga’s Museo 
Carmen Thyssen collection. Cev-
era appears at number 39 of 
Spain’s richest, with a wealth of 
750 million euros. 

Julio Iglesias  
Just above Cevera on the list is 
singer Julio Iglesias, whose lo-
cal connection extends to hav-
ing a second home on his estate 
within Ojén municipality, over-
looking Marbella’s Las Chapas 
district, with a 750-million-euro 
fortune. 

The richest man in all of Spain 
is once again, by a long way, 
Amancio Ortega - the Galician 
founder of Inditex, owner of Zara 
and other brands. His fortune is 
67bn euros. Ortega is followed 
by his daughter on 6.3bn. Also 
towards the top of the list are the 
founder of Mercadona, Juan Roig 
Alfonso and his wife, Hortensia 
Herrero.

La Cañada owner ranked 
richest local man again 

Tomás Olivo.  SUR

JUAN SOTO
 

MALAGA. El Corte Inglés depart-
ment store group is looking to 
boost staff numbers for the peak 
Christmas and Three Kings shop-
ping period. The company plans 
to hire an extra 6,000 staff but 

has not yet said how many of 
these jobs will be created in 
Malaga province, although they 
do anticipate that those selected 
will be deployed both in Malaga 
city centre and Mijas. Those in-
terested must be available from 
November to January. El Corte 
Inglés has said that previous ex-
perience is not essential. 

Additionally, the company is 
also looking for staff to work in 
its Supercor and Supercor Ex-
press stores on the Costa del Sol 
to stock the shelves and work on 
the checkouts.

El Corte Inglés is 
looking for 6,000 
extra staff for 
Christmas 

The Malaga-based 
banking group will be 
negotiating 
redundancies and 
branch closures with 
unions this month 

J. V. ASTORGA / A. GÓMEZ
 

MALAGA. Locally based Unicaja 
Banco has recorded a profit of 
156 million euros in the year so 
far to the end of September, a 
41% increase year on year, af-
ter taking out merger costs and 
bad assets. 

In the third quarter of the year,  
business growth was driven by 
an increase in deposits in in-
vestment funds and new resi-
dential mortgage business. Uni-
caja is now Spain’s fifth biggest 
bank after its merger with Liber-

bank earlier this year. Its share 
of the mortgage market is now 
10.6%.  

Unicaja Banco is currently ne-
gotiating a redundancy scheme 
with staff after its merger. The 

larger group wants to lose 1,500 
staff and close 400 offices where 
there is overlap. It will be talk-
ing to unions during November 
and wants to have a final deci-
sion in less than a month.

Unicaja sees profits surge 
after Liberbank merger

A branch of Unicaja in central Malaga  SUR

Amancio Ortega.  SUR
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B
oth September and Oc-
tober of this year were 
historic months for 

Spain’s employment/unem-
ployment levels. The former 
saw more than 20 million peo-
ple employed for the first time 
since 2008, when the last eco-
nomic crisis hit; and the latter 
was the first time that unem-
ployment dropped in the tenth 
month of the year - the month 
that typically posts a sharp de-
cline in tourist-orientated la-

bour - since 1976. October was 
also the eighth month in a row 
to feature a fall in the jobless 
rate. Things, it seems, are defi-
nitely on the up. 

Now, I don’t want to sound 
like a grumbling, joyless cynic 
here, but I’m always initially 
sceptical when I see such fig-
ures. This isn’t to say that I 
think they contain no positive 
message at all, because they 
do: in this case, they are a solid 
indication that general post-

Covid economic activity is con-
tinuing apace and that the hos-
pitality sector hasn’t suffered 
from more restriction-induced 
setbacks. These are both wel-
come pieces of news. But a 
breakdown of the figures re-
veals that the recovery they ad-
vertise isn’t quite as stable or 
long-term as it might seem on 
the surface. 

The September statistic is 
the product of job-creation in 
the third quarter, during which 
359,300 more people were em-
ployed than in the second 
quarter. Unsurprisingly, 
though, the majority of these 
new positions were in the tour-
ist-dominated services sector, 
which always thrives during 
summer months - Spain, after 
all, is the world’s second most-
visited country after France. Of 

the 409,100 new contracts 
signed in Q3, 264,100 (64.5 %) 
were temporary, keeping 
Spain’s temporary worker rate 
at around 20%, six points 
above the EU average of 14%. 
The same was true of a suppos-
edly-bumper October, in which 
88.8% of the 1.8 million new 
contracts were for temporary 
work.  

Clearly, jobs with a short life-
span continue to play an over-
sized role in the Spanish la-
bour market, much to the det-
riment of large sectors of its 
workforce. Another persistent 
stain on Spain’s employment 
record is joblessness amongst 
under 25s, which increased by 
2.3% last month. The country’s 
youth unemployment rate re-
mains the highest in the EU at 
37.1%, almost seven points 

higher than second-placed 
Greece.  

Employment minister, dep-
uty prime minister and Po-
demos member Yolanda Diaz 
seeks a complete overhaul of 
the labour market measures 
introduced by Mariano Rajoy a 
decade ago, which gave busi-
nesses greater flexibility at the 
cost of worker stability. But she 
faces staunch opposition from 
the Socialists, who have greater 
clout in the coalition and fa-
vour a softer approach to the 
sector-wide problem - al-
though they’ve yet to explain 
exactly what it is. But until 
something’s done about this 
perennial scourge, record-
breaking statistics such as 
those posted in September and 
October will only tell half the 
story.

Half the story

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

DARIO MENOR 

ROME. Spain will accelerate the 
donation of vaccines to devel-
oping countries, particularly 
Latin American nations, in the 
coming months, reaching 50 
million doses delivered before 
the end of the first quarter of 
next year. 

“It will be a little more than 
one for each Spanish citizen,” 
said Pedro Sánchez last Sun-
day when announcing the 
measure during the G20 sum-
mit held in Rome. 

The fight against the coro-
navirus pandemic and the 
need to take relevant meas-
ures to face the climate emer-
gency were the main themes 
of the meeting.   

“I am satisfied with what has 
been achieved,” said the So-
cialist leader, saying the ex-
pectations of the summit “have 
been far exceeded” by the com-
mitments reached. 

He acknowledged that now 
it will be necessary to “meas-
ure” with “facts” that the meas-
ures agreed in the final docu-
ment of the summit are now 
delivered. 

Among these is facilitating 
access to vaccines for devel-
oping nations so that, by the 
middle of 2022, some 70 per 
cent of the world’s population 
will be vaccinated against  
Covid-19. 

This G20 objective was pro-
posed by the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), which  
has also set a target of 40  
per cent global coverage with 
vaccines before the end of 
2021.

Spain will donate 
50 million Covid 
vaccines to 
developing 
countries

Spain will now invest up 
to 1.35 billion euros from 
2025 and beyond, 
directed towards 
developing countries 

SHAY CONAGHAN
 

MALAGA. Spain’s prime minister, 
Pedro Sánchez, announced this 
week that the country will be put-
ting more money into climate 
funding for developing countries 
at the United Nations Climate 

Change Conference, more com-
monly known as COP26, currently 
being held in Glasgow. 

Sánchez, the first to speak at 
the event after Madrid hosted 
COP25, revealed that Spain will 
increase how much it will spend 
on fighting climate change, with 
the intention of investing 50 per 
cent more by 2025 and beyond. 
“Our objective is to reach 1.35 
billion euros annually from 2025 
in financial aid to underdevel-
oped nations, so that they can un-
dergo a sustainable and fair en-

ergy transition,” he said.   
The announcement means that 

Spain will contribute to the 100 
billion US dollars that countries 
have pledged to give annually to 
developing countries so that they 
too may have an ecological tran-
sition, which Sánchez said is a 
“big test” for the nations involved. 

“ Spain will play its part” 
“This will allow us to recover the 
confidence between Northern 
and Southern countries. Spain 
will play its part,” he added. 

During his speech to delegates, 
Sánchez highlighted the need for 
greater political determination 
as well as immediate action to 
start up a new international or-
der that recognises the roles of 
governments, citizens, businesses 
and the financial sector as essen-
tial actors for change. 

He also called for working to-
gether and in a coordinated fash-
ion so that COP26 can be the turn-
ing point that drives a real change 
of course for the planet through 
unified and urgent action. 

“This decade is key” 
In a similar way to how the UK’s 
prime minister, Boris Johnson, 
warned at COP26 that there’s 
“only one minute to midnight” to 
prevent a climate catastrophe, 
Sánchez believes that “this decade 
is key” and wants to “align short-
term ambition with a long-term 
outlook” by reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and sticking to the 
G20’s objective of limiting the 
planet’s temperature rise by at 
least 1.5ºC. 

In order to do so, Sánchez has 
demanded the end of fossil fuels, 
the protection of biodiversity, the 
preservation of oceans and the 
Antarctic, by getting behind re-
newable energies, energetic effi-
ciency, clean transport, the con-
servation and restoration of eco-
systems and urban rehabilitation. 
Sánchez also announced that 
Spain had reduced its coal elec-
tricity generation by 90per cent 
over the last four years, aligning 
public and private investments 
with the objective of reaching car-
bon neutrality. He believes that 
“dialogue and social cohesion” are 
essential because “the transition 
must be fair or it won’t happen”. 

UK PM Boris Johnson, Spanish PM Pedro Sánchez and UN Secretary General, António Guterres in Glasgow.  EFE

Sánchez announces 50% climate 
funding increase at COP 26

Sánchez believes that “this 
decade is key” and wants 
to “align short-term 
ambition with a long-term 
outlook”
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ENVIRONMENT 

Gibraltar minister at 
COP26 in Glasgow 

D.B.  Dr John Cortes, the minis-
ter for the Environment, Sus-
tainability and Climate Change 
in Gibraltar, is attending the 
COP26 summit as part of the 
UK delegation. He is one of the 
delegates representing the Over-
seas Territories at the confer-
ence. Among other engage-
ments he will be giving a talk 
on Saturday, and Gibraltar’s own 
climate change strategy will be 
launched during COP26.  

CRIME 

Arrests for indecent 
images of children 

D.B.  Three men and two women 
were arrested last Friday on sus-
picion of offences relating to the 
possession and distribution of 
indecent images of children. 
The arrests were made after the 
police received information 
from international law enforce-
ment agencies including Inter-
pol. Four of those detained are 
Gibraltarian, the other is Span-
ish. Police stress the children 
in the images are not local.

IN BRIEF

GIBRALTAR 

The display includes 243 
photographs and other 
materials and will 
continue at the Mario 
Finlayson gallery until 17 
December 

DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. The Gibraltar Na-
tional Archive is to host a com-
memorative exhibition to mark 
the centenary of the establish-
ment of the City Council of Gi-
braltar, which was the first step 
towards self-government. The 
Council’s first meeting was held 
at the City Hall on 1st Decem-
ber 1921.  

The exhibition, which will be 
at the Mario Finlayson gallery, 
is to be officially opened by dep-
uty chief minister Dr Joseph Gar-
cia on 10 November.  

It includes 243 photographs, 
and aims to introduce the City 
Council of Gibraltar to younger 
generations, highlighting how 
in 1921, for the first time in lo-

cal history, Gibraltarians had 
the opportunity to elect their 
Council representatives.  

The display also aims to hon-
our and remember the council-
lors, staff and many others that 
supported the Council in its 48 
years of existence.  

It is divided into 11 sections:  
Forerunners, Creation & Prem-
ises, Elections, Personalities, Re-
sponsibilities, Suspension, Hous-
ing, Leisure, Freedom of the City, 
Concepts and Abolition.  

The exhibition contains mate-
rial held at the Gibraltar National 
Archives), as well as other with 
material donated by the public. 
Archivist Anthony Pitaluga points 
out that considering the size of 
the City Council collection held 
at the Archive Public Repository, 
it would be a physical impossi-
bility to include everything that 
is publicly accessible.  

The exhibition will open to the 
public on Thursday 11 Novem-
ber, the day after the launch, and 
will continue until Friday 17 De-
cember. The opening hours are 
from 10am to 7pm, Mondays to 
Fridays. 

Exhibition to mark centenary 
of City Council and first step 
to self-government

D. BARTLETT   It’s the time of year 
when more men in Gibraltar 
have moustaches and beards 
than usual, and if you’re won-
dering why, then you need to 
know more about the ‘Movem-
ber on the Rock’ campaign 
which was launched on 1st of 
this month by the mayor, Chris-
tian Santos. The campaign is or-
ganised each year by Prostate 
Cancer Gibraltar to raise aware-
ness of this disease as early de-
tection can save lives as there 
are often no noticeable symp-
toms in the early stages.  

At the launch, which took 
place in the Mayor’s Parlour at 

City Hall, Derek Ghio, the chair-
man of Prostate Cancer, gave a 
short speech in which he 
thanked past and present 
members of the committee 
who voluntarily give their time 
to ensure that the public are 
aware of the importance of 
screening and give families 
support if they are affected by 
the illness.  

The mayor said he felt privi-
leged to officially get Movem-
ber off to a start, and he was 
sure there will be a great re-
sponse with men growing their 
facial hair to support the char-
ity and spread their message.

It’s ‘Movember’ on the Rock, 
so prepare for facial hair!

The prostate cancer campaign was launched by the mayor.  SUR
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Ninety-day rule 
scuppers plans 
This issue of SUR in English  
(October 29th) was a wonder-
ful guide to all things good 
for and about  Spanish  
tourism. 

However one serious stum-
bling block was not men-
tioned which adversely af-
fects my desire to spend my 
latter years and ample funds 
in this remarkable country. 

Let me explain. 
I have owned an apartment 

beachfront in La Cala de Mi-
jas for 22 years only for my 
personal use and for my fam-
ily who all have spent large 
amounts of our leisure time 
over these years in and 
around Andalusia. 

Now I am retired and the 
idea of being able to escape 
from the UK winters is what 
my dream and my planning 
was aimed at. 

This was coming together 
nicely till the Brexit 90-day 
rule raised its head and truly 
scuppered my plans and 
those of many others already 
jumping ship. 

Does the Spanish winter 
economy not require our off-
season spending powers? 

My apartment will now lie 
empty with my Spanish car 
locked up and my wallet busy 

elsewhere for at least three 
winter months each year plus 
the other three month period 
we cannot now use. 

I am too old to consider 
residency as are many oth-
ers who now are leaving. 

Do I also have to sell up 
now  in the Costa and take 
my spending power else-
where? 

I am currently in Portugal 
for two weeks, where I have 
had  timeshare weeks for 30 
years. I usually drive from 
Spain with my wife to use 
these weeks then return to 
our home in Spain to con-
tinue living in the sun. 

This visit I am studying if 
there are any options in Por-
tugal which I hope might of-
fer a solution to the dilemma 
facing us. 
PETER HONTHY 

 

Timeless promotion 

This supplement for the 
World Travel Market in Lon-
don (inside SUR in English 
October 29th) really is su-
perb.  Both for Andalucía resi-
dents and to attract visitors.  

All hotels should  have one. 
It’s timeless.  I would love to 
promote this to friends and 
family. 
MARTIN HAYNES (FACEBOOK)

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

We accept letters by email - surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

I
t’s just not happening. Rain-
ing in Malaga, I mean. In 
spite of various weather 

forecasts over the last few 
weeks predicting torrential 
downpours and comedy, base-
over-apex, falling over antics 
in the city centre owing to its 
being paved in materials espe-
cially designed to make the 
most agile of pedestrians slip 
and slide at the first hint of any 
moisture, not a jot precipita-
tion has, as yet, been forthcom-
ing. This is a shame because 
I’m happy when it rains. (That, 
you may recall was the name 
of an excellent 1980s song by 
The Jesus And Mary Chain 
which, given the fact they were 
Scottish, presumably left them 
in a state of almost perpetual 
ecstasy).  

Anyway, here are a few rea-
sons why, contrary to conven-
tional wisdom, rain is rather 
marvellous. 

First, it keeps a lot of other 
people indoors. This means you 
can put your favourite beige 
anorak on and step boldly out-

side, secure in the knowledge 
that there won’t be any queues 
anywhere and you can get two 
hours worth of stuff done in 
half an hour. 

Next, it refreshes the parts 
other weather phenomena can-
not reach. As we all know, the 
sun’s a complete waste of eve-
rybody’s time and the wind is 
just a pesky irritant, especially 
if you’re wearing a hat or play-
ing frisbee. Or, indeed, playing 
frisbee in a hat. No, only the 
rain can make you feel glori-
ously alive and want to do that 
outstretched arm thing that 
Tim Robbins did when he es-
caped from prison in The 
Shawshank Redemption after 
swimming through a sewer 
pipeline and emerging, ex-
hausted, into a full blown 
storm. Anyone who didn’t like 
the rain and found themselves 
in the same situation would, 
presumably, roll their eyes, tut 
ostentaciously and then swim 
all the way back again. 

Another great thing about 
the rain is that it gives you a 

chance to assess other people’s 
mettle. Imagine you’re on a first 
date and your partner starts 
whinging about a few droplets 
falling from the sky. This would 
mean you were more than jus-
tified to pretend you’d just got 
a message on your phone to say 
that your house was on fire and 
to leg it sharpish, possibly with 
your arms outspread like Tim 
Robbins.  

Likewise, wedding days. I ha-
ven’t been to many weddings 
but I did once attend one where 
it poured down all day, soak-
ing the poor woman getting 
hitched to the bone. She just 
laughed a lot and seemed com-
pletely unfazed by the whole 
thing. Now, that’s what you call 
a beautiful bride. 

Last but by no means least, 
they need the rain out in the 
fields to supply us with the raw 
materials to be able to stock 
the shelves in the supermar-
ket where, if it’s chucking down, 
there will, of course, be no 
queue. That, I believe, is what 
they call a win-win situation.

Long to rain over us

THE MUSIC MAKER 
PETER EDGERTON 
www.e-peter.com

I
t is a story that has often been told, 
and always gets a laugh. When Joan 
decided to create a hospice on the 

Costa del Sol, her first staunch ally was Dr 
Marisa Martín, who had cared for Joan’s 
husband Fred in his last days.  

Marisa loved the idea but just didn’t 

think it was possible.  
“How will you raise the money?” was 

the obvious question.  
“People will help me, there will be vol-

unteers,” said Joan.  
And when Joan decided that a charity 

shop would be one way of raising funds, 

again Marisa demurred.  
“Spanish people just don’t buy second 

hand things,” she said.  
Marisa ends the story: “Cudeca now 

has 25 shops, several of them in Malaga 
city” (cue laughter, not least from Ma-
risa). 

That is just one of Joan’s legacies. A 
string of charity shops, manned by vol-
unteers of all nationalities, and contrib-
uting a large proportion of Cudeca’s 
funds. 

Cudeca itself, of course, is Joan’s great-
est legacy: to date the only hospice in 
Spain, though Joan herself knew that 
palliative care, what she referred to as 
Cudeca’s “special kind of caring”, should 

be available to everyone, and a training 
programme and soon-to-open research 
centre are also a part of her legacy. 

We now know that she also left some-
thing else.  

The house she paid for and lived in, 
adjoining the hospice, was adapted not 
only to her own needs but with a view to 
forming part of the hospice after her 
death.  

She left it to Cudeca, and it will become 
Room 10, earmarked for children and 
people with special needs, just as Joan 
intended.  

Thousands of people inspired by Joan 
helped build her legacies, and thousands 
of us will now ensure that they go on.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
LIZ PARRY

Joan’s legacies
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B
ritish artist Helen Pur-
die has lived in Torrox 
Pueblo since July 2020. 

Despite the pandemic, she de-
cided that the time to move was 
right.  

Helen has been coming to Tor-
rox to visit for about 11 years. 
She came as part of a two week 
trip to Granada but also wanted 
to visit the coast. She stayed with 
a Spanish couple through Airbnb 
and is still in touch with them 
now.  

Although the idea of moving 
permanently had been “bub-
bling away” for a while, once she 
made her mind up, she said “that 
was it.” 

“I am so at home and so happy 
to be here,” Helen admits, add-
ing that although she grew up in 
a village, she spent a long time 
living in big cities and at 52 and 
about to become a grandmother, 
it feels like “the right time” to be 
living in a small town, which 
Helen describes as “a delight.”  

Coming from a background 
of mountaineering and moun-
tain rescue in Sheffield, Helen 
says she loves being near the 
mountains. She also swims in 
the sea every week, but admits 
that her “first love is the moun-
tains.”  

She climbed La Maroma on 

her own to see the sunrise on 
this year’s summer solstice. “I 
have had a very active year and 
the area I have been least active 
in is my painting. I have been 
mainly exploring and meeting 
people,” she admits. 

Although Helen was a talented 
artist from an early age, she de-
cided not to go to art school and 
she says that she believes that it 
was “the right decision” for her 
at the time. Instead she went on 
to have an extremely successful 
career with the NHS, as a surgi-
cal care practitioner, where she 
operated alongside the surgeons 
within cardiac and vascular fields 
and worked as a medical re-
searcher. 

In 2008 Helen decided to give 
up her career in medicine and 
concentrate on her art. Although 
it took a couple of years to com-
pletely detach herself from the 
world she was so familiar with, 
going back when invited to re-
search projects. “Starting out as 
an artist I didn’t have an iden-
tity and having come from a 
world when I had a strong iden-
tity as well as reputation, I strug-
gled with that for a while” Helen 
confesses. 

For a time, her two worlds 
came together and In 2014 she 
explains that she “spent many 

hours, over a few months, sit-
ting in the operating rooms of a 
hospital in Sheffield drawing the 
surgical team as they worked.” 

The result was a book of her 
work, which is free to download 
from her website and is quite 
different from Helen’s other 
work, which has changed from 
early self-portraits and portraits 
of other people, to landscapes.  

Autism confirmation 

Helen was confirmed as autis-
tic at the age of 46. It followed 
eight years of doctors’ and psy-
chologists appointments and 
a long-held suspicion of her 
own that she might be autistic. 

Helen says that the confirma-
tion helped her to explain rela-
tionships with close family mem-
bers including her mother and 
daughter.   

The artist has since become 
passionate about helping other 

people, and in particular adults 
who have autism. “I want to show 
people how they can be sup-
ported and those around them 
can get support, to help relation-
ships be they work or personal 
relationships.” 

She is involved in running on-
line workshops with people in 
Sheffield. “COVID opened up my 
way of working in a way that I 
hadn’t anticipated and it opened 
up an opportunity to people who 
may not be able to access re-
sources otherwise,” she explains. 

She is also keen to start face to 
face workshops for English-
speaking people living with 
autism here in Spain.  

Another book that is available 
on her website is a colouring 
book designed for people with 
autism. The inspiration comes 
from Helen’s own experiences 
as a young girl of colouring in 
and “getting angry when I col-
oured over the lines.” She hopes 
the book will help other people 
with autism and says she has 
had a lot of “positive feedback.”  

The exhibition is on at Torrox 
Costa Town Hall’s Edificio de 
Usos Múltiples on Avenida de 
Andalucía until 29 November. It 
features 39 of Helen’s works in-
spired by Spain and the UK. 
Opening hours are 8.30am to 
8pm Monday to Friday and 9am 
to 1pm on Saturdays.  For more 
information about Helen visit: 
www.helenpurdie.co.uk.

Helen Purdie at her home in Torrox with two of her paintings on the wall behind her.  SARAH STILO

How art, autism and 
Andalucía all came 
together in 2020

IN THE FRAME

“I want to show how 
people can be supported 
and how those around 
them can get support to 
help with personal and 
work relationships”

 Art.  Helen Purdie gave up her 
job in the NHS to go back to her 
artistic roots and a diagnosis 
of autism at 46 set the tone 
for her future in Spain

JENNIE RHODES
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Clint Eastwood’s son, who 
has composed the music 
for several of his father’s 
films, fuses two of his “big 
passions”: cinema and jazz 
at the Cervantes theatre in 
Malaga this Sunday 

REGINA SOTORRÍO / RACHEL 
HAYNES

 
MALAGA. He’s used to the shadow 
of his father hovering over his 
conversations. Kyle Eastwood has 
become a regular component of 
Clint Eastwood’s work as a com-
poser and arranger in many of 
his films. His signature is on the 
soundtracks of Mystic River, Mil-
lion Dollar Baby, Invictus and 
Gran Torino, among other titles. 
“I enjoy working with my father, 
we get along very well. I’ve grown 
up watching him work, how he 
makes films, so I have a pretty 
good idea of what he likes and 
doesn’t like,” the musician ex-
plains during a telephone inter-
view with SUR in English. 

Some of his own songs and 
other great film compositions will 
be heard fused with jazz this Sun-
day 7 November at the Cervan-
tes Theatre in Malaga, a place he 
knows well and is “looking for-
ward” to coming back to. 

Kyle Eastwood (Los Angeles, 
1964) and his quintet will be at 
the 35th International Jazz Fes-
tival to present Cinematic, an al-
bum that symbolises the union 
of his two “big passions”: music 
and film (8pm, 30 euros). 

Kyle is the second of the Hol-
lywood actor and director’s eight 
children (of six different moth-
ers) and the eldest from his mar-
riage with the model Maggie John-
son. And being an Eastwood has, 
he points out, “its advantages and 
disadvantages”.  

“Sometimes it captures peo-
ple’s attention and they take no-
tice. Sometimes it gives people a 
preconceived idea of who you are, 
what you are, what you’re all 
about. I hope the music speaks 
for itself,” he says.  

Beginnings as an actor 

He politely answers all the ques-
tions put to him, but without giv-
ing long explanations. Kyle East-
wood is discreet, he doesn’t 
search for the limelight or seek 
fame. In fact he chose to go down 
the alternative route of jazz, when 
he had the red carpet under his 
feet. 

At just eight years old he made 
his debut with his father in the 
western The Outlaw Josey Wales. 
This was followed by other spo-
radic appearances (in The Bridges 
of Madison County, for example)  

and he even studied film at the 
University of Southern Califor-
nia. “I was interested in being a 
director,” he says. But that idea 
lasted no more than a year.  “At 
that time I was 18 or 19 and 
started to get into playing music 
more and more seriously.” 

He swapped the cameras of 

Hollywood for bars in Los Ange-
les, where he played with differ-
ent bands, some of them pop. 

In New York he focused more 
on the jazz he had known since 
childhood (he recalls doing his 
homework with Duke Ellington, 
Count Basie and Miles Davis in 
the background), playing the dou-

ble bass and the electric bass gui-
tar  in other people’s jazz bands 
and one of his own. 

“From there I moved over to 
Europe, I spent around a year and 
a half in London playing with a 
lot of people there,” he says. His 
next stop was Paris, where he has 
spent “the better part of 15 years”.  

“I’m here for half the year and 
the rest of the time I’m in the 
United States to work and see all 
my family in California,” he adds. 

When asked whether music 
was an escape route from the Hol-
lywood he’d known through he 
father, he replies: “I think I de-
cided I loved music more than 
acting. I’ve always loved it; it’s al-
ways been a passion of mine.”  

And within the world of music, 
for obvious reasons, he has veered 
towards film. He is “sure” that a 
bad soundtrack could ruin a good 
film.  

“Sometimes music is very sub-
tle in film. You wouldn’t neces-
sarily be able to hum a sound-
track after watching a film or no-
tice it. But you would notice it if 
it were taken out. It works as an 
atmosphere and it can help en-
hance certain emotions or as-
pects of the film and the charac-
ters,” he says. 

When he composes with or for 
his father they get on well. “He 
has some very specific ideas 
sometimes about the music that 
he wants, and other times he’s 
very open to whatever you want 
to bring to the table, [he] gives you 
creative freedom.”  

If he had to choose another di-
rector to work with, Kyle East-
wood mentions Paul Thomas An-
derson (Magnolia, Phantom 
Thread): “He always does inter-
esting stuff, picks interesting peo-
ple to do his music. It would be 
fun to something with his pro-
jects,” he adds. 

However what for him is most 
“musically satisfying” is playing 
live on stage in front of an audi-
ence. Eastwood has resumed his 
international agenda, after being 
forced to stop by the pandemic, 
with concerts in Malaga and Ma-
drid. “I’m happy to be back at work 
after a long break. I miss it.”

R. SOTORRÍO / R. HAYNES
 

MALAGA.  Firearms have formed 
part of his life, in fiction and re-
ality. Clint Eastwood is a clas-
sic of Westerns and his son, as 
a child, made his film debut in 

one of his father’s films. But the 
director is also one of the great 
defenders of the right to own 
firearms in the United States. 
And his enthusiasm has inevita-
bly been passed down to his off-
spring. 

“I’ve grown up shooting guns, 
my father owns guns, I’ve grown 
up being safe around guns. I’ve 
enjoyed target practice and 
things like that,” says Kyle. “I 
don’t hunt or shoot animals, but 
I think it’s got a bit out of con-
trol. It should be more regulated, 
unless people want to live with 
these tragedies happening all 
the time.” 

Incidents related to access to 
firearms in the US are “far too 

prevalent”, he regrets.  
Kyle Eastwood expresses this 

in reference to the “terrible” in-
cident during the filming of Alec 
Baldwin’s latest movie, when the 
actor accidentally killed the di-
rector of photography Halyna 
Hutchins when an apparent prop 
gun turned out to be loaded. 

“It was horrible,” he says of 
the death that has reopened the 
debate about the control of fire-
arms in the street and in films.

“I’ve grown up shooting guns but I 
think they should be more regulated”

Kyle Eastwood: ‘I enjoy working with my father; 
I have a pretty good idea of what he likes’

Kyle Eastwood is performing this Sunday at the Malaga jazz festival.  RICHARD DUMAS

“Sometimes my surname 
gives people a 
preconceived idea about 
me. I hope the music 
speaks for itself”
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TELLING TALES 
 
PETER EDGERTON

R
etired engineer, 
Luigi Bianchi 
stepped out from 
his solicitor’s of-
fice into the cool 

Mediterranean evening, 
beaming from ear to ear. He 
had, at long last, achieved his 
dream: the purchase of a 
small, five-room, guest house 
on the coast of Tuscany 
where he would live for the 
rest of his days in the com-
pany of his beautiful wife 
Sofia. 

In truth, Luigi had acquired 
the property on very favour-
able terms owing to its repu-
tation. The Bella Vista guest 
house was, you see, haunted. 
Well, that’s what the locals 
said and, apparently, that was 
why the previous owner had 
left in such a hurry but Luigi 
and Sofia didn’t believe in 
such things. All they knew 

was that they had a bargain 
on their hands. 

Sadly, the first few months 
at the Bella Vista were some-
thing of a disaster. Being an 
old romantic, Luigi hadn’t 
taken into consideration the 
modern trend for rental 
apartments, booked so easily 
on the internet at prices they 
simply couldn’t afford to com-
pete with. When their first 
summer season fell flat, they 
knew they were in deep trou-
ble. What were they to do? 

After many sleepless 
nights, one evening, over a 
glass of local wine, Luigi and 
Sofia came up with an ambi-
tious plan: they would market 
the Bella Vista as a haunted 
guest house, hoping to pique 
the curiosity of modern trav-
ellers, so desperate as they all 
were for ‘experiences.’ 

The next morning, Luigi set 

to work in the basement and 
it soon became clear why he’d 
once been regarded as some-
thing of a genius among his 
peer group.  

What he devised was truly 
extraordinary: a system of 
pulleys, levers and buttons 
which operated ghostly 
sights, sounds and even 
smells throughout the prem-
ises. 

Luigi pulled something and 
a faint puff of smoke would 
waft along a corridor; he 
pressed something else and 
eerie, childlike laughter could 
be heard coming from an un-
occupied room. The beauty of 
the creation was in its sub-
tlety.  

No loud bangs or crashes, 
just occasional hints of all not 
being well. He was very pa-
tient too, using the system 
really sparingly, so that only a 

few reports of strange goings-
on filtered out over the next 
few months. Sure enough, as 
word spread, reservations in-
creased and soon the Bella 
Vista guest house was receiv-
ing bookings from all over It-
aly and beyond. 

The evening that Luigi and 
Sofia realised that they were 
truly on the map was when a 
reporter from Corriere della 
Sera, the country’s leading 
newspaper, knocked at their 
door. This was unbelievable! 
The best-selling paper in Italy 
had sent someone to visit 
their humble little guest 
house. 

‘Good evening, I’m Piero 
Rossi, journalist with Corriere 
della Sera writing for a fea-
ture where we turn up spon-
taneously to interview people 
with interesting stories to tell, 
in order catch them in the 
most natural of circum-
stances. I do hope you’ll agree 
to take part.’ He was clutching 
an old school pen and note 
pad. 

Luigi could barely contain 
his excitement. 

‘Si! Si! Come in, please. Si! 

Come in, come in.’ 
The interview was as long 

as it was fascinating. De-
spite being somewhat cold 
and distant for an Italian, 
Piero managed to entice 
endlessly entertaining sto-
ries from both Luigi and 
Sofia until, eventually, it 
was time for him to depart. 

‘Thank you so much. 
Someone will be in touch to 
let you know when the fea-
ture is to be published. In 
about a month, I’d guess.’ 

A month soon went by, 
then two and then three un-
til Luigi couldn’t bare it any 
longer.  

He called the newspaper 
directly but the young man 
on reception wasn’t very 
helpful at all. It was then 
that Sofia suggested they 
try to get in touch with 
Piero personally, through 
social media. 

She fired up the search 
engine and typed in his 
name. 

‘Piero Rossi - journalist, 
Corriere della Sera. Born 
January, 1902 - Died, April 
1977.’

La Bella Vista
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EXHIBITION 

The legendary Brigitte 
Bardot in Torremolinos 

TONY BRYANT.  Torremolinos town 
hall is hosting a new photographic 
exhibition devoted to Brigitte Bar-
dot, the Hollywood actress who, 
since first visiting the resort in 
1957, has become firmly etched 
into the town’s long and illustri-
ous history. 

The exhibition, titled Myth and 
Clichés in Malaga, is located on the 
first floor of the town hall in Plaza 
Blas Infante. It consists of 50 pho-
tographs that show the “sex kit-
ten” during her visit to the prov-
ince in 1957 to film the controver-
sial Roger Vadim movie, Les Bi-
joutiers du Clair de Lune. The film-
ing took place in various locations   
such as Mijas, Álora, El Chorro, and 
Torremolinos, the town that Bar-
dot, who was Vadim’s wife at the 

time, called the “Spanish Saint-
Tropez”. When not filming, Bar-
dot relaxed on the beaches of Ba-
jondillo and La Carihuela, although 
the locals are said to have been 
somewhat alarmed by the blond 
bombshell in a revealing bathing 
suit, something almost unheard 
of during the Franco era. 

The collection, which is currently 
touring the province, can be vis-
ited from Monday to Saturday from 
9am to 1pm until 7 January. Brigitte Bardot filming in Malaga in the 50s.  SUR

IN BRIEF

GARDENING

Byrsonima crassifolia is a slow 
growing shrub or small tree 
native to Mexico, Central and 
South America. It is extremely 
drought tolerant once estab-
lished and is found growing 
in open pine forests and on 
grassy plains.  

It is valued for its small, 
aromatic, yellow fruit which 

can be eaten raw or cooked,  
made into ice-cream, juices 
etc. The berries are also fer-
mented to produce a popular 
drink called chicha and dis-
tilled to produce a rum like li-
queur (crema de nance). 

Common names include 
golden spoon, hogberry, chan-
gunga, nanche and nance. The 

genus Byrsonima is a member 
of the Malpighiaceae family 
which includes vines, trees and 
shrubs.  

It is a very ornamental tree 
with eliptical or oval leaves 8-
15cm long which are paler 
green underneath and deeply 
veined. The short, straight 
trunk develops deep fissures 
in its bark as it ages.  

The tree, which can reach 
around eight metres in 

height, has a rounded 
crown and is ever-

green in temperate 
climates.  

It has attractive, 
terminal racemes 
of yellow or orange 
flowers 5-15cm long 

which attract lots of 
pollinating insects.  
The flowers don’t 

last long and are fol-
lowed by the greenish-yel-

low fruits which are about the 
size and shape of a cherry. The 
unripe fruit and the bark are 
used in dyeing and in curing 
leather as they are high in tan-
nins and very astringent.  

Medicinally the leaves are 
used to treat high blood pres-
sure, lower fevers, treat snake 
bites and ulcers. The bark is 
used to treat gastro-intestinal 
problems and promote men-
struation. The wood releases 
a pleasant smell when burnt. 

Propagation can be carried 
out by seed or by taking cut-
tings. Byrsonima can grow in 
poor soils of any type but 
needs full sun and is not cold 
hardy preferring a tropical or 
semi-tropical climate.  

The genus name comes from 
the Greek byrsa meaning skin 
(as it was used for tanning 
leather) and the specific epithet 
crassus is from the Latin mean-
ing thick or fat, and folium 
meaning leaf. 

Byrsonima crassifolia

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Byrsonima crassiflora and fruit (inset).    WIKIMEDIA 

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS
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There’s nothing quite like the scent of a bowl of ripe quinces and 
Annie Pennington has an abundance of the fruit this year. Although 
they cannot be eaten raw, quince (membrillo in Spanish) are ideal 

for adding a ‘bite’ to stewed apples and for making the Spanish tra-
ditional quince jelly, carne de membrillo. 

Quince, the scent of autumn

Reader Andrew Sloan sent in this photo and says, “I was given a 

couple of cuttings of this aloe hybrid eight years ago, rooted them 
and now they have expanded. Lovely red flowers and dark red 
leaves. In East Africa aloes like this are used as a fence.”

A border of Aloes 

 ANDREW SLOAN

 ANNIE PENNINGTON
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M
ore than 500,000 peo-
ple braved torrential 
rain to witness the be-

atification of the revered nun, 
María de los Ángeles Guerrero 
González, better known as 
Ángela de la Cruz, during a spe-
cial ceremony presided by Pope 
John Paul II in Seville on 5 No-
vember 1982.  It was the first 
beatification in history cele-
brated outside Rome. 

The Pope first visited the ca-
thedral, where he prayed be-
fore the tomb of Marcelo Spínola 
(1885 -1906), a cardinal of the 
Roman Catholic Church who 

served as Archbishop of Seville. 
He then visited the Convent of 
the Sisters of the Cross to pray 
before the uncorrupted body of 
Guerrero.  

She achieved sainthood after 
an apparent miracle, approved 
by the Vatican in 1982, when 
she is said to have healed a 
woman suffering from pneu-
monia whom doctors had been 
unable to treat. 

The Church recognised a sec-
ond miracle, when Guerrero is 
said to have restored the sight 
of a child who was blind in one 
eye. The Medical Consultation 
of the Congregation for the 
Cause of Saints declared that 
the healing of the child was sci-
entifically inexplicable. 

Born in Seville in 1846, Guer-
rero founded the Sisters of the 
Cross, a Roman Catholic relig-

ious institute dedicated to help-
ing the sick and the poor. 

She was one of 14 children, 
of whom only six reached adult-
hood.  

At the of age 12, she found 
her calling to serve God; four 
years later, she applied to enter 
the monastery of the Carmelite 
nuns in Seville, but her appli-
cation was denied due to her 
state of health.  

She began working with the 
sick, especially those suffering 
from cholera, which was rife in 

Seville at that time. Three years 
later, she applied again to en-
ter consecrated life and, al-
though she was still suffering 
from poor health, she was ac-
cepted by the Daughters of 
Charity, a Society of Apostolic 
Life for women within the 
Catholic Church. 

In 1875, Guerrero was joined 
by three other women, who es-
tablished themselves as a relig-
ious community. They  organ-
ised a support service for the 
needy and infirm, and this is 

when Guerrero took the name 
of Mother Angela of the Cross - 
Ángela de la Cruz. 

She died in Seville on 2 March 
1932 from natural causes. 

She was later declared a saint 
on 4 May 2003 by Pope John 
Paul II in Madrid, after which 
her body remained on display 
in a glass-sided coffin in Seville’s 
cathedral for seven days.

Ángela de la Cruz 
beatified by Pope 
John Paul II in Seville

Cruz Cross 
Santo/a Saint 

Monja Nun 

Convento Convent 

Monasterio Monastery 

Ceremonia Ceremony 

Hermana Sister 

Arzobispo Archbishop 

Santidad Sainthood 

Milagro Miracle 

Ciego Blind 

Tratar To treat 

Mayoría de edad Adulthood 

Rezar To pray 

Enfermo Infirm 

Catedral Cathedral 

Solicitud Application 
Beatificar To beatify

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E5 NOVEMBER 1982

María de los Ángeles Guerrero González,  Ángela de la Cruz.  SUR.

The beatification of the  
Spanish nun was the 
first in history to be held 
outside Rome

i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page
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After the price of 
electricity tripled 
recently, the team has 
noticed a huge 
increase in demand 

ALHAURÍN DE LA GRANDE 
 SUR. The company Smart Pho-
tovoltaic Systems S.L. stands for 
high-quality photovoltaic sys-
tems. The owner of the company 
is Frank Weiss. He has been in 
the solar business since 2007. 
 After approximately 1,300 in-
stallations in residential build-
ings, industrial halls and solar 
parks; Frank is your competent 
contact for photovoltaic sys-
tems. Depending on the cus-
tomer’s wishes, his company 
offers systems with and with-
out storage solutions. All work 
is carried out professionally; the 
solar modules come with a 25-
year guarantee. 

Recommendations 

Our clients know, more than we 
do, how the sun and our sys-
tems have improved their lives. 
Such as David Hegarty, this 
penthouse owner says, “If you 
live in the south of Spain, the 
transition to solar energy is in-
evitable. Here we have more 
than 300 sunny days a year. To 
do it well, you need an experi-
enced and reliable guide. Frank 
is your man. Not only does he 
have years of experience, but 
he will make sure you have what 
you need and nothing else. In 
addition, their after-sales serv-
ice is exceptional. I highly rec-
ommend them.” 
And Petroleros Mijas, a Petrol 
Station in Mijas reviews, “We 

would undoubtedly highlight 
two fundamental aspects in your 
work as an installation company: 
honesty and professionalism”. 

Increasing demand 

Frank and his team have noticed an 
enormously increased demand in 
recent months. No wonder, after 
all, electricity prices have tripled 
in a very short time. And the more 
expensive the electricity from the 
Spanish supplier Endesa is, the 
more profitable a photovoltaic 
system becomes.  

Depending on the system and 
the requirements, the system 
now already pays for itself in 
four to six years. Apart from that, 
with such a system, you are also 
actively doing something for cli-
mate protection. Frank Weiss 
takes care of your connection 
to the sun. He will be happy to 
provide you with a free quota-
tion for a suitable photovoltaic 
system for your house, business 
or commercial building.  
All he needs is a brief descrip-
tion of the property in question 
and a current electricity bill or, 
in the case of a new building, 
an estimated electricity con-
sumption.

Smart Photovoltaic 
Systems connecting 
you to the sun

SMART PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS SL

SMART PHOTOVOLTAIC 
SYSTEMS 

IInformation: 
 Address:  Pasaje de los Cami-
oneros, 83, Polígono Indus-
trial, 29130, Alhaurín de la 
Torre. 
 Tel:  657123513 
 Email:  contacto@smartpv.es 
 Web:  www.smartpv.es 
 Instagram:  smartpvcostadelsol 

MY HOME
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EXHIBITIONS 

Art Gaucín 2021 

GAUCÍN. Until 28 November. In the 

new Town Hall, C/Convento 156. 

The Human Presence and the Vision 

of the Artist is the theme for this 

year’s edition of Art Gaucín, a collec-

tive exhibition by many international 

artists. 

Kjell Sporrong 
ESTEPONA. Until 17 November. Casa 

de Las Tejerinas, Plaza de las Flores. 

Twenty-six works of various sizes and 

using different techniques by Swed-

ish artist Kjell Sporrong. 

Ana Tonda 

ESTEPONA. Until 10 November. Casa 

de Las Tejerinas, Plaza de las Flores. 

Los Colores de la Vida is the title of 

this exhibition by artist Ana Tonda. 

The small format works are con-

structed using small, coloured peb-

bles. 

BioGuitar exhibition 
ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE. Until 6 

November. Biblioteca Municipal de 

Alhaurín el Grande. 

Malaga artist Pedro Aragón is exhibit-

ing a collection of guitars made from 

recycled materials.  

Malaga Picasso Museum 
MALAGA. Museo Picasso Málaga, 

Calle San Agustín.  

El París de Brassaï. The museum will 

be exhibiting a collection that not 

only concentrates on the photogra-

pher Brassaï but also reflects the 

topography of Paris in the 30’s and 

40’s.  www.museopicassomalaga.org. 

Colección del Museo Ruso 
MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 

Sor Teresa Prat. 

Annual exhibition: Until 29 May 

2022, the museum will be exhibiting 

183 works entitled Guerra y Paz en el 

arte Ruso (War and Peace in Russian 

arte). Many leading artists with close 

ties to Russia formed an international 

school of battle painting. The paint-

ings weren’t limited to battles but 

also reflected the effect of war on 

everyday living. The exhibition 

includes works on this theme by 

Kazimir Malévich, Sophia Dímshits-

Tolstaya, Aleksandr Labás, Izrail Lizak 

and Yuri Jrzhanovski among others.  

1%. Until May 2022. A joint project 

between Eryk Pall and David Burbano 

decorates the staircase at the 

entrance. The conceptual work repre-

sents the precarity of artists during 

the Covid crisis and how it has left 

many without the possibility of find-

ing work.  

Centre Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

https://centrepompidou-malaga.eu/ 

El Sentido del Viento / Le Sens du 

Vent. Until May, 2022. A mural by 

Erik Pall is painted on the staircase at 

the entrance to the museum.   

Pablo Capitán del Río. Located inside 

the cube is a sculpture by Pablo 

Capitán del Río representing the 

famous ‘elephant’s foot’ inside the 

reactor at Chernobyl: a radioactive 

mass created after the explosion and 

one of the most toxic on earth. Just a 

few minutes in its presence will bring 

certain death to any living organism. 

The sculpture, which can only be 

seen from a distance, symbolises that 

which inhibits life in all its forms. 

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
MALAGA.   

Uncertainty’s Grace. Until 30 Janu-

ary, 2022. Markus Muntean (Austria, 

1962) and Adi Rosenblum (Israel, 

1962) produced this eight minute 

video clip to reflect the diverse pos-

sibilities of non-religious spiritualism 

in a consumer society.   

Mark Whalen. Until 28 November. I 

Am Just Here is an exhibition of 

twenty aluminium sculptures and 

wall reliefs by the Australian artist 

Mark Whalen.  

MALAGA. CAC Málaga - La Coracha. 

Museo del Patrimonio Municipal. 

Viajes Extraordinarios Until 7 

November. The exhibition is of over 

80 works by Sebastián Navas. The 

works include oils, acrylics and tradi-

tional Chinese inks, completed on 

canvases and paper, depicting rural 

landscapes and human figures. 

Málagacrea 2021. A total of 182 

pieces of art work were submitted for 

the Muestra Joven de Artes Visuales 

Malagacrea 2021. The eleven finalists  

will be on display until 7 November. 

The exhibition includes sculpture, 

paintings, photography, installations 

and video-art. Those participating in 

the competition were aged between 

15 and 35 and were born, studying, 

working or residing in Malaga.  

Centro de Cultura Pedro Aparicio 
MALAGA. Until 12 November. Teatro 

Cervantes. 

The 150th anniversary of the Cervan-

tes Theatre is celebrated with this 

exhibition of old posters, photo-

graphs, tickets etc from some of the 

very first shows at the theatre.  

La Luna en Málaga 
MALAGA. Until 14 November. Museo 

de Patrimonio MUPAM.  

An exhibition of 60 photographs by 

ten photographers which reflect their 

feelings and emotions about the city 

of Malaga.  

Semana Santa exhibition 
MALAGA. Until 13 November. Malaga 

Cathedral.  

The exhibition consists of 13 images 

of Christ and the Virgin Mary which 

reflect the religious, artistic and cul-

tural phenomenon of the ‘herman-

dades’ (brotherhoods) of the prov-

ince. Each image is displayed on a 

plinth that has been decorated by 

Malaga artists. 

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 10am - 

8pm Tuesday to Sunday. 

Sorolla in Javea. Until 16 January 

2022. Sorolla’s summer vacation in 

Javea in 1905 was the catalyst for a 

series of paintings which demon-

strate his recognised style coming to 

maturity with rocky coves and bright 

light reflecting off the sea with fig-

ures in the water. Around 20 can-

vases from that period have been 

lent by the Sorolla Museum in 

Madrid.  

Paul Strand. From 16 November until 

6 March 2022. The exhibition 

includes over one hundred photos 

taken by the legendary New York 

photographer. 

The past collections of the Thyssen 

museum can be viewed online at 

www.carmenthyssenmalaga.org 

Museum Jorge Rando  
MALAGA. C/ Cruz del Molinillo. 

www.museojorgerando.org 

The Jorge Rando museum is celebrat-

ing its seventh anniversary this year 

and has a special exhibition entitled 

Soldados by Jorge Rando. A new 

exhibition, in conjunction with The 

Chinese Art Museum is called Huellas 

de Oriente. The exhibition will 

include pieces by Dao Zi, one of the 

main promoters of Christian contem-

porary art in China; Zhang Fuye, pro-

fessor at the Academy of Fine Arts 

among many other accolades; and Liu 

Remember the Days will 
present music hall 
songs and dance 
routines performed by 
A Touch of Class   

 

TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. The Costa’s 
favourite amateur theatrical 
group, A Touch of Class, have 
lined two shows to raise 
money for the St Andrew’s 
Anglican Chaplaincy, the Los 
Boliches-based church that 
has been providing outreach 
help to the local community 
since 1968.  

The group, run by former 
dancer and choreographer 
Pauline Hulme, will present its 
Remember the Days show, a 
production full of favourite 
music hall songs, dance rou-
tines and sketches that will 
rekindle nostalgic memories of 
the 1940s and 50s. The cast 
have been busy preparing for 
the shows, the first major 
production of the group since 
the coronavirus pandemic, and 
they are hoping to raise much 

needed funds to help the 
church continue its work 
helping the homeless and the 
needy in the Fuengirola area. 

“The cast and I have been 
working so hard to make a 
wonderful nostalgic emo-
tional concert full of classic 
songs like Land of Hope and 
Glory and plenty of traditional 
British music hall fun,” 
Hulme said. 

Tickets for the shows, 

which will be held at the St 
Andrew’s Church Hall on 12 
at 7pm and 13 November at 
4pm, cost 10€ and are avail-
able by E-mail (touchofclass-
tickets@gmail.com) or by 
telephone: 684 395 018. 

The group will also per-
form the show in aid of 
Cudeca at the La Vinea res-
taurant (next to the Yarama 
Hotel) in Fuengirola on 
Sunday 14 November.

Local theatrical group A Touch of Class raising funds for charity.  SUR

A class act to raise essential funds 
for St Andrew’s Chaplaincy

Hua Mulan, Museo Jorge Rando

Ana Tonda, Estepona.
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Xuguang, modern and contemporary 

artist and intellectual.  

www.jorgerando.org 

Helen Purdie 
TORROX COSTA. Until 29 November. 

Edificio Usos Múltiples, Avda de Anda-

lucía, 7. 

This first exhibition in Spain will con-

sist of thirty paintings created in 

acrylic and watercolour on canvas, 

wood and paper. paper. She is 

inspired by the energising and sooth-

ing blue sky of Andalucía. 

www.helenpurdie.co.uk 

Luis Contreras La Galería 
ALMUÑÉCAR. Until 13 November. 

Sala de Exposiciones La Galería. 

Artist Luis Contreras is a member of 

the Asociación Arte Sur and will be 

exhibiting around fifty pieces of his 

work. 

48th International Art 
Exhibition  
GIBRALTAR. Until 13 November. Gus-

tavo Bacarisas Gallery. 

Artists from Gibraltar, Spain and 

Romania submitted a total of one 

hundred and twenty-eight works to 

the art competition. The entries are 

on display to the public. 

MUSIC AND DANCE 

Jazz Concerts 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. From 5 November 

until 10 December, from 7pm. Centro 

de Arte Contemporáneo.  

5 November. The Anachronic Quintet. 

Traditional jazz, swing and blues.  

12 November. The Malaga Tomaselli 

Guzmán Quartet. 

El Arte de Violín 
MALAGA. Teatro Echegaray.  

5 November, 8pm. Joachim El Maes-

tro. With pieces by Clara Schumann, 

Brahms, Beethoven and Joseph 

Joachim  

6 November, 8pm. El Virtuoso y el 

Diablo. pieces by Paganini, Tartini and 

Spohr. 

Tickets: https://www.teatroechega-

ray.com/ 

Loque Synergie  de Arte 
ALMUÑÉCAR. 7 November, 7pm. 

Casa de la Cultura. 9€. 

Pop, Indie and rock concert. Tickets: 

www.giglom.com 

From Bach to Piazzola 
ALMUÑÉCAR. 13 November, 8pm. 

Casa de la Cultura. 15€ on door, 13€ in 

advance. 

With guitarist José Luis Merlín, violin-

ist Daniel Hurtado and dancers 

Arlene & Luis. Tickets from the box 

office.  

Ventana Abierta Jazz Club 
NERJA. Hotel Plaza Cavana, C/Gra-

nada.  

12 November, 8pm. Cookin Organ 

Trío. www.ventana-abierta.es 

The Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
MALAGA. Various venues.  

11, 12 November, 8pm. Teatro Cer-

vantes. Music by composers Beetho-

ven, Brotons and Stravinski. Con-

ducted by Pablo González. 

More information: www.orquestafi-

larmonicademalaga.com Twitter: 

@filarmonimalaga or Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/Filarmonica-

Malaga. 

Festival International de Jazz en 
tu Zona 
MALAGA. Various venues. 

5 November, 5pm. Teatinos-Universi-

dad. Auditorio del Parque Héroes del 

Combate de Teatinos. Nono García 

and Tito Alcedo Cuarteto. 

6 November, 1pm. Carretera de 

Cádiz. Parque de Huelin. 4 Chicas. 

6 November, 5pm. Cruz de Humillad-

ero. Plazuela María Santísima de 

Dolores y Esperanza. Antonio 

González Trío. 

7 November, 1pm. Este. Auditorio 

Playa Virginia. Fernando Brox Sex-

teto. 

7 November, 5pm.  Bailén-Miraflores. 

Bulevar José Iturbi. Nono García and 

Tito Alcedo Cuarteto. 

35th Festival Internacional de 
Jazz 
MALAGA. Teatro Cervantes. 

6 November, 8pm. Richard Bona and 

the Alfredo Rodríguez Band. 

7 November, 8pm. Kyle Eastwood 

Cinematic quintet. 

8 November, 8pm. Tino di Geraldo. 

9 November, 8pm. Tete Leal and Five 

Elements.  

10 November, 8pm. Robin Mckelle. 

Alterations. 

Abierto Jazz Málaga 
MALAGA. Various locations in 

Malaga city. 

In conjunction with the 35th Festival 

Internacional de Jazz, there will be 

over 70 jazz concerts around the city 

throughout the day until 7 Novem-

ber. A full list of the concerts can be 

found: http://abiertojazz.com/ 

International Jazz Festival 
GRANADA. Until 13 November, 9pm. 

Teatro Municipal Isabel La Católica. 

With the Moisés P. Sánchez Trio, Jazz 

granada Ensemble, Ernesto Aurignac, 

Chucho Valdés, Cecile McLorin Sal-

vant, The Andrea Motis Quintet and 

Myles Sanko.  

FLAMENCO 

International Flamenco Day 

ALMUÑÉCAR. 13 November, 1pm. 

Parque El Majuelo.  

Flash mob flamenco performance for 

International Flamenco Day.  

Tickets: wwwlatiendadelasentra-

das.com 

THEATRE  

Salon Varietés 
FUENGIROLA. 7.30pm daily, 7pm 

Sunday. The Salon Varietés Theatre, 

Calle Emancipación.  

Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap. 

Until 7 November.The Salon Varietés 

Theatre is thrilled to have obtained 

the performing rights for this play. 

Tickets: boxoffice@salon-

varietestheatre.com or call: 

952474542 

CHARITY 

Opera for the regeneration of 
the Sierra Bermeja 

ESTEPONA. 12 November, 8pm. Cen-

tro Cultural Padre Manuel. 15€ 

Clarice Williams, opera and classical 

singer is organising a night of classi-

cal music and opera for the Ayunta-

miento de Estepona’s Fund For The 

Regeneration of the Sierra Bermeja. 

She will be accompanied by baritone 

David Geary, the Magnum Mysterium 

choir, pianist Katie Rowlands and 

flautist Cat Wadell.  There will also 

be a raffle with prizes donated by the 

sponsors. Tickets on the door. 

The tribute concert at 
the Teatro Las Lagunas 
will present El Señor de 
las Voces and The Abba 
Experience 

TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. Ocio Music 
continues its Festival of 
Legends series with a double 
tribute concert at the Las 
Lagunas Theatre in Mijas 
Costa on Saturday 6 Novem-
ber (tomorrow).  

The concert will get going 
with the show, El Señor de las 
Voces, a musical journey 
through the greatest hits of 
renowned performers like 
Louis Armstrong, Jon Bon Jovi 
and Rick Ashley, among 
others. The show is performed 
by popular vocalist Roberto 
Ortega, who has gained a 
dedicated following for his 
distinctive voice and his 

ability to recreate the sound of 
some of music’s greatest 
singers. 

Roberto is also the front-
man of Granada-based group 
Icover The Band, a group that 
has gained recognition on the 
local rock scene performing 
hits of some of the greatest 
bands of the 1980s.  

The concert will also pre-
sent popular tribute band The 
Abba Experience, who will 
perform many of the chart-
topping hits of the 70s Swed-
ish pop sensation, including 
Mamma Mia, Dancing Queen, 
Chiquitita and Fernando. 

Tickets for the show, which 
starts at 9.30pm (doors open 
at 9pm), cost 15 euros in 
advance or 20 euros on the 
night and are available from El 
Corte Inglés, Rubens 
Exchange or from Evenbrite.   

Tickets can also be re-
served by WhatsApp: 
633647260.

Festival of Legends 
continues in Mijas

The Abba Experience tribute will perform in Mijas on Saturday.  SUR

Luis Contreras, Almuñécar

Cookin Organ, Nerja
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LECTURES AND TALKS 

The Arts Society  

COSTA DEL SOL. 8 November, 

4.30pm. Salon Varietés Theatre, 

Fuengirola.. 

Barcelona 1900: Wealth, poverty and 

violence in society and superb crea-

tivity in art. Lecturer Helen Sijsling. 

www.theartssociety-costadelsol.org/ 
NERJA. 9 November, 6pm. Centro 

Cultural, C/Granada. 

The same lecture as above, live at the 

culture centre or watch it at home via 

zoom.  www.theartssocietynerja.com  

An Audience With: 
GIBRALTAR. Charles Hunt Room, 

John Mackintosh Hall. 

8 November, 11am. Former politician 

and educator, Clive Beltran will dis-

cuss ‘Yodo Morao and all that...’ His 

recent book describes Gibraltarian 

customs, practices and sayings, 

based on his childhood and early 

youth, reminiscing on life in Gibraltar 

in the 50s and 60s. 

8 November, 7pm. Dr Sam Benady. A 

Lifetime in Writing, from the medical 

history of Gibraltar and a biography 

of Sir George Don to the Bresciano 

novels and online blogging.   

9 November, 11am. Rosanna Morales 

and Justin Bautista will come 

together to talk about vegan food 

and lifestyle. Discussing Rosanna’s 

book Ageing in the Garden of Vegan 

and Justin’s cookbook, ‘Mama Lottie’s  

Vegan. 

9 November, 7pm. Karl Ullger. The 

artist’s publication focuses on a 

selection of figurative paintings pro-

duced during the Pandemic and lock-

down periods (March 2020 – June 

2021), representing Karl’s creative 

escape and outlet, connecting with 

artists and others online. 

10 November, 11am. Richard Garcia 

will discuss his trilogy of books on 

Gibraltar’s social history.  

10 November, 7pm. Rebecca Cal-

deron. Ten Thousand Words is a col-

lection of short stories, unusual in 

that each tale is exactly 1,000 words. 

The stories offer the reader a sharp 

and poignant glimpse into a variety 

of worlds, eras, and situations. 

11 November, 11am. Humbert Her-

nandez and Cecil Gomez A Time 

Remembered is described as a slice of   

cultural history, and insight into the 

life of Cecil Gomez and his drama 

group’s journey, now known as Group 

2000.  

11 November, 7pm. Dr Ballantine Per-

era and poet Trino Cruz, will discuss 

literary culture and art expression.  

12 November, 7pm. The writer and 

musician Gabriel Moreno will discuss 

his work looking at his poetry, lyrics 

and music.  Accompanied by his gui-

tar, he will be performing several 

songs and will talk about his experi-

ences in relation to living abroad. 

Pre-recorded. 

Information and tickets 

www.buytickets.gi 

MORE IDEAS 

VI Orchid Fair  

ESTEPONA. 6, 7 November, 10am-

7pm. Orchidario de Estepona, Calle 

Terraza. 

A free workshop on the cultivation of 

orchids (in Spanish) as well as exhibi-

tions of rare orchids and sales of vari-

ous plants as well as orchids. Reser-

vations: info@orchidariumeste-

pona.com Call: 951517074 10am-

1.30pm and 3-5pm). 

Inspiring Futures course 
SAN PEDRO DE ALCÁNTARA. 15 

November. 

The free Inspiring Futures pro-

gramme is aimed at supporting 

those who are seeking to rebuild 

their lives and careers in the after-

math of the pandemic. It is organ-

ised by Collective Calling, a non-

profit organisation  and consists of 

two mornings a week. The course 

includes modules on building confi-

dence and self-esteem, efficient 

problem-solving and SMART goal 

setting. Also pro-tips on CV-build-

ing, mastering job interview tech-

niques and basic IT-skills compre-

hension. Call 951742495, send a 

WhatsApp to 655 679007 or email 

jacqui@collectivecalling.org 

The gallery invites 
visitors to broaden their 
view on 20th-century art 
in an exhibition where 
Kandinsky, Malévich and 
Chagall share a room 
with lesser-known 
European artists 

REGINA SOTORRÍO 

MALAGA. The Russian Museum’s 
collection Las Vanguardias en el 
arte Ruso, proposes a deeper ex-
ploration into 20th-century art 
with an exhibition in Malaga that 
goes beyond the fame of Kandin-
sky, Malévich and Chagall.  

“Our goal is to expand the 
knowledge of European viewers 
about universal culture,” said 
Commissioner Evgenia Petrova. 

The collection invites the visi-
tor to discover revolutionary art-
ists of that time who hold their 
own against the big names with 
whom they share a wall. 

An explosion of colour, shapes 
and techniques is distributed in 
five sections, which signal five 
ways of understanding artistic 
creations that coexisted simulta-
neously at a time of constant in-
novation and the breaking of tra-
dition. 

Neoprimitivism 
The tour begins with Neoprimi-
tivism, a movement that in Rus-
sia combined the influence of Af-
rican and Oriental art with icons 
of Russian folk art.  

Natalia Goncharova (noted for 
her works Sunflowers and Wash-
erwomen), Vladimir Burliuk, Mik-
hail Larionov and Pyotr Koncha-
lovsky (with his great painting 
Family Portrait with Chinese panel 

in the background) are some of 
the artists in the collection, with a 
modern painting style where sim-
plicity and clean lines prevail. 

Goncharova is one of the recur-
ring names in the exhibition, with 
her works being present in almost 
all of the rooms. 

She is one of the standard-bear-
ers of futurism, a movement from 
Italy based on industrial themes 
and movement reflected in her 
works Cyclist and Factory. 

The style has marked ironic, 
playful and grotesque components, 
evident in the piece Bridge. Land-
scape From Four Points of View 
by David Burliuk that shows the 
countryside from different angles. 

For some Russian artists, how-
ever, futurism is mixed with cub-
ism to create a new style in em-
blematic paintings such as Per-
fected Portrait of Ivan Kliun, 
signed by his friend Kazimir 
Malévich. 

Cubo Futurism 
Cubo Futurism gives way to the 
Abstract with examples of 
Malévich’s Suprematism and the 
original techniques of Wassily 
Kandinsky’s works such as Saint 
George on display. In the latter, 
the saint’s struggle with the dragon 
can be sensed through the move-
ment generated by the colours 
used. Goncharova also had an ab-

stract phase at the end of her life, 
as revealed by this exhibition.  

Metal, cork, cardboard and 
wood become artistic materials 
for Malévich’s Suprematism, such 
as Wladyslaw Strzemiński (Tools 
and Industrial Products), Nadez-
hda Udaltsova (Cubist Composi-
tion) and Alexander Rodchenko 
(Constructions). 

This innovative use of the ele-
ments leads to the last and one of 
the most powerful sections of the 
exhibition: Figurative art, which 
has always been present in Rus-
sia despite the heavy presence of 
all the avant-garde artists. 

Malévich’s two paintings (Two 
male figures and Peasants), Bo-

ris Grigoriev’s fantastic portrait 
of director Vsevolod Meyerhold 
and Marc Chagall’s Walk are all 
essential to this artistic move-
ment. 

The Russian avant-garde is 
one of the three temporary ex-
hibitions that were inaugurated 
on Friday 29 October in the Rus-
sian Museum, along with a space 
dedicated to the poet 
Khrakovsky and a tribute to the 
famous writer Dostoevsky on 
the bicentennial anniversary of 
his birth (along with his funeral 
mask, which is exhibited “very 
rarely”).  

All three exhibitions have col-
laborated with La Caixa Foun-
dation and can be visited until 
17 April. 

In addition, the luminous 
sculpture The Triumph of the 
Sun (2016-2020) by the artist 
Vasily Klyukin was inaugurated, 
which is now at the southern en-
trance of the Russian Museum.

The space dedicated to Futurism, with a piece by Malévich in the centre.  ÑITO SALAS

The Russian Museum exhibits the hidden 
treasures of the avant-garde movement

Orchidarium, Estepona
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Workshops 
MIJAS COSTA. Aula de danza Teatro 

Las Lagunas. Donation of 3kg of non-

perishable foodstuffs on first day of 

course. 

Making short films. 6, 7 November, 

9am - 2pm. Lecturer Javier Gómez 

Bello. 

Register: cultura@mijas.es or call: 

952590380 

Friday activities for pensioners  
TORREMOLINOS. From Friday 12 

November. Palacio de Congresos. 

Aimed at the older generation, Torre-

molinos Town Hall have announced 

three new events starting with Vier-

nes de Guateque which will take 

place once a month between 5pm 

and 9pm and will include a light 

afternoon tea and live music. This Fri-

day, 29 October, 9am, there will be a 

walk from the town hall to the 

Molina de Inca park where partici-

pants can enjoy breakfast in the open 

air and see the bird aviaries. The 

town hall has also organised a trip to 

Cadiz from 26 until 28 November vis-

iting Chipiona, Costa Ballena, Cádiz, 

Sanlúcar de Barrameda and Jerez de 

la Frontera. Price is 180 euros per 

person. Registration for all these 

events at the El Pozuelo, Playamar 

and Plaza Goya centres or call: 

952371486. 

Trip to Caminito del Rey 
FUENGIROLA. 9 November. 18€ if 

lunch required.  

The association Tecera Edad are 

organising a walk along the Caminito 

del Rey. Contact the town hall for 

more information. 

Remembrance Day 
COÍN.  11 November, 11.30am. Coín 

Cemetery Chapel.  

Service of Remembrance led by the 

TAPAS choir. Bell ringing ceremony 

with reading of the names of fallen 

heroes. Laying of wreaths attended 

by British Consul, Coín mayor, town 

counicillors and Guardia Civil. The 

Royal British Legion Riders Branch 

will also be attending. Further infor-

mation and to add a name to the bell 

ceremony contact: 663157776 or 

www.coinrbl.info   

Family English Cemetery Days 
MALAGA. Saturdays, 10am-2pm. 

Avda de Pries, 1. 

Are you looking for a family activity 

for Saturday mornings, which is fun, 

educational and in the open air? Book 

a family visit to the English Cemetery 

and they will provide a route to fol-

low to discover some fascinating 

Malaga history, and games to play 

along the way - in both English and 

Spanish. Reserve a time slot on 

https://cementerioingles-

malaga.org/en under the “visits” tab. 

The entrance fee, (5€ per adult, 4€ 

per child) is payable on arrival and 

includes all materials for the games, 

which are adapted to all age groups.  

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR.  Lux Mundi Ecu-

menical Centre, Avda Moscatel.  

Catholic Mass in English. Every Sat-

urday from 6 November, 5pm at the 

Ecumenical Centre. 

Trip to Gibraltar. 18 November. Vari-

ous departure points. An opportunity 

to purchase Duty Free Items and 

typical English items of food etc but 

be aware certain items are not 

allowed to come across the border 

into Spain. Passport needed. 14€ with 

Friends of Lux Mundi card or 16€. 

Lux Mundi  
FUENGIROLA. Fridays, 10am - 1pm. 

Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre, 

C/Nueva 3.  

Taizé Prayer. 25 November, 8pm at 

San José church. Taizé prayer is a 

monthly invitation to join in prayer. 

Send an email to be included in them: 

luxmundif@gmail.com. 

Christmas Fair 
ALMOGUERA. 27, 28 November, 

from 11am until 8pm. Hacienda Almo-

guera, Crtra Vieja de Los Barrios.  

Asiatic and vegetarian foods, sushi, 

cheese, honey, jewellery, clothing, 

ceramics and gifts etc. The organisers 

will alsocollect non-perishable food-

stuffs and good second-hand cloth-

ing for the Food Bank and Red Cross. 

feriachristmas@gmail.com 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. Lunchtime and late 

night screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es.  

Dune: 19.25 (Tues).  

No Time To Die: 12.10 (Sun); 18.40 

(Tues). 

Venom: Let There be Carnage: 22.45 

(Tues). 

The Courier: 20.15 (Tues). 

The French Despatch: 19.50 (Tues). 

The Last Duel: 12.40 (Sun); 19.05 

(Tues). 

Eternals: 13.00 (Sun); 17.30, 20.45 

(every day). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

The Last Duel: 19.10 (Tues). 

Eternals: 20.15 (Tues) 

The Courier: 22.30 (Tues).  

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 

MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

Venom: Let There be Carnage: 22.05 

(Tues). 

Dune: 21.45 (Fri-Sun, Wed); 21.50 

(Mon, Tues, Thurs). 

The Courier: 19.35 (Tues). 

No Time To Die: 19.15 (Tues). 

The Last Duel: 19.20 (Tues). 

Eternals: 19.30 (every day). 

The French Despatch: 19.45 (Tues) 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

The Last Duel: 19.30 (Tues). 

Eternals: 2.05, 18.05, 21.10 (every 

day) 

No Time To Die: 21.35 (every day) 

Venom: Let There be Carnage: 18.10 

(Tues) 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com 

Blithe Spirit: 16.30, 18.30,22.30 

(Every day except Thursday).

Christmas Fair, Almoguera

English cemetery days, Malaga
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M aybe we should 
breathe a sigh of relief 
when we see no-one 

ordering hard seltzer in our 
local bar.  

This Aussie-invented low al-
cohol drink has been the sub-
ject of massive investment, but 
returns are disappointing, and 
if the product is aimed at beer 

drinkers, it is not setting the 
world on fire. 

Hard Seltzer is usually a 
combination of carbonated 
water with neutral spirit with 
flavourings or fruit-based al-
cohol. Alcohol content is 
around 5%.  

The product was developed in 
Australia in 1993, where it was 

promoted as ‘the world’s first 
brewed alcoholic lemonade’.  

Nethertheless, by 2019 sev-
eral of the initial investors an-
ticipated the boom was over.  

Too many brands 
There are too many brands 
and drinkers are confused, al-
though if we had to invent a 
new alcoholic drink from zero, 
this would be it: cheap, gluten-
free, low calorie and low alco-
hol.  

Brewer Mahou San Miguel 
has been the first to make it 
here, recommending its Hard 
Seltzer be taken with water 
and a slice of lime, or just 
drunk straight from the can. 

 The challenge is of course 
whether beer drinkers, young 
people and soft drink consum-
ers will go overboard for a 
completely innovative product.  

The drinks business is one 
of the hardest of any category 
in which to lunch a new item.  

It is highly conservative, 
and we only have to look at the 
percentage of wine drinkers 
still opting for the two routine 
regional choices, Rioja and 
Ribera del Duero (there are 
more than sixty other regions 
available), to understand the 
difficulties of expecting a 
completely new product to ob-
tain a reasonable market 
share.

Los Vientos Rufete 2018 

Here is a wine that proves the 
rule in the last paragraph of 
the main article: a marvellous 
red made from 80-year-old 
vines in the Sierra de Sala-
manca, possibly the last place 
one expects outstanding 
wines to come from. A touch 
of spices and tannin with the 
acidity right on the nose. If you 
hurry you may 
find a bottle at 
Contracata in 
Marbella, also 
online: aston-
ishing value at 
14 euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Hard Seltzer

ANDREW J. LINN

For centuries the fruit was 
prepared for All Saints’ 
Day  but now it goes on 
sale while everyone is still 
walking around in flipflops 

ANA VEGA PÉREZ DE ARLUCEA
 

MALAGA. Autumn and the smell of 
roasting chestnuts go hand-in-
hand. Their relationship is so natu-
rally symbiotic and undeniable 
that during the last few days we’ve 
witnessed the grotesque specta-
cle of the poor vendors stirring the 
braziers while everyone else 
walked around in flip flops. 

Global warming, you might say. 
There is some of that, yes, but also 
there is the desire to prolong the 
consumption period. In the same 
way that supermarkets now want 
us to buy traditional Christmas 
sweets three months before the 
festivities, the start of the chestnut 
season has slowly been brought 
forward, in the hope that people 
might want them early or it might 
coincide with a cold spell. 

Chestnut stands used to not 
open until the last week of Octo-

ber. During the first few days they 
started up the braziers and stocked 
up on what they needed for the two 
important festive days: All Saints’ 
Day and All Souls’ Day, the 1st and 
2nd of November, respectively. 

For those not aware, All Saints’ 
Day is celebrated by the Roman 
Catholic Church to honour each 
and every saint in existence- and 
families would take advantage of 
the day-off and visit their deceased 
relatives at their resting places- 
while the following day was set-
aside to pray for their souls in  
Heaven. As pious as the intention 
may be, the truth is that it wasn’t 
uncommon for the prayers to end 
in a bit of fun and games. Anec-
dotes of those who had passed 
quickly turned into songs, jokes or 
horror stories with everyone hud-
dled around the fire, eating sweets, 
dried fruit and drinking wine. 

The chestnut harvest ended up 
being identified with these festivi-
ties and others that traditionally 
would be celebrated at this time of 
the year such as magusto, 
amagüestus, castañada or calbote. 
Sounds unfamiliar? Maybe that’s 
because they’re celebrations of a 

regional nature, very rural and are 
at risk of disappearing.  

Plagues 
Chestnut trees have suffered vari-
ous devastating plagues that have 
considerably reduced both their 
numbers and the quality of the 
fruit. It has only been in the last 
100 years that the trees have be-
come the victims of the so-called  
ink disease, chestnut blight and 
the Oriental chestnut gall wasp. 

In 1904, Emilia Pardo Bazán ex-
plained in her La Ilustración Artís-
tica column that chestnuts - and 
the traditions they entail - were in 
grave danger. “Our characteristic 
chestnut is disappearing. A wrong 

that science doesn’t know how to 
cure is ending this magnificent for-
estry essence, of incorruptible and 
fireproof wood, of fresh and mur-
muring foliage, with a flower that 
resembles a green velvet fringe, of 
a fruit that, if better prepared and 
conserved, would keep farmers 
afloat for a third of the year and 
would resolve the shortages of 

wheat, sweetcorn and rye...” 
Chestnuts are rich in carbohy-

drates, fats, proteins and vitamin 
C and were one of the basic die-
tary elements in Spain until the 
19th century. Roasted, boiled, 
stewed or ground into flour, these 
fruits provided energy during hard 
winters. 

One hundred and seventeen   
years ago the celebration for the   
dead hadn’t yet descended into 
a party. It was the chestnut that 
ruled in stoves and in hearts, 
“women and children’s bliss, the 
base of get-togethers where lies 
and scary stories were told and, 
of course, whisperings of the 
land”. 

The chestnut harvest, 
a tradition that’s lost 
its original meaning

An old photograph of Malaga Castañeros from the Museo Unicaja de Artes y Costumbres Populares.  R. C.

The desire to prolong the 
consumption period, the 
start of the chestnut 
season has slowly been 
brought forward
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A study by Malaga 
University shows that 
having hope and 
managing emotions well 
are key to patients’ 
psychological wellbeing 

MALAGA. Her life has never been 
very easy. Her mother and 
grandmother died of cancer, her 
father had diabetes, she went 
through a divorce and brought 
up her two children in Spain af-
ter leaving her native Argentina. 
She learned from all that, and, 
most importantly, not to look 
the other way when problems 
occur but to face up to them and 
do whatever has to be done to 
put an end to them.  

A year ago she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer after a self-
examination in the shower set 
off all the alarms. She sensed 
something ominous. 

“The worst cancer is the one 
that isn’t diagnosed,” says El-
vira Sánchez, who after the ini-
tial shock decided to take the 
bull by the horns. “At that mo-
ment your whole approach to 
life changes. When the doctor 
confirmed that it was cancer, but 
that there was a solution, I de-
cided to fight it,” she says.  

Elvira doesn’t deny that it is 
hard (she finished her treatment 
two months ago and is having 
regular check-ups) and that the-
re are days when she feels low, 
but what worked for her was “fo-
cusing on what was necessary” 
to carry on enjoying life.  

She has managed to take on 
board the fact that being ill 
doesn’t have to mean grief, 
sadness or depression. In her 
case, she focused on hope, po-
sitivity and her personal wellbe-
ing and that of her family. To do 
so, she grabbed hold of some “li-
felines” to prevent her sinking 
emotionally: cycle rides, adop-
ting a dog, her faith, which made 

her stronger, the unconditional 
support from her children, who 
always respected the schedules 
that Elvira set, and laughter in 
the company of her friends.  

Her example and her lesson 
in life have formed part of the 
study ‘Scale of satisfaction with 
life in breast cancer patients: psy-
chometric characteristics’, ca-
rried out by Malaga University. 

Positive emotions  
The team that developed this 
project started with the thesis: 
can you suffer from breast can-
cer and be happy? After a year 
and a half of work, they have 
concluded that you can. But how 
is it possible to face up to the ill-
ness with this type of attitude?  

 “Women with this type of can-
cer tend to experience positive 
emotions, they expect good re-
sults in life and they are hope-
ful. They find a purpose in it and 
they also regulate their own 
emotions well,” says María Vic-
toria Cerezo, a lecturer in Social 
Psychology at the university. She 
is the lead author in this work, 
which has been published in the 
International Journal of Clini-
cal and Health Psychology.  

Working with her have been 
María José Blanca and Rafael 
Alarcón, who are lecturers in the 
department of Psychobiology 
and Methodology of Behavioural 

Sciences at Malaga university, 
and researcher Lorena Soria-
Reyes, who is also a psycholo-
gist with ASAMMA, the associa-
tion to support women who have 
breast surgery in Malaga, which 
collaborated with the study.   

A glass half full 
Like other experiences in life, 
the way of handling a situation 
depends on the person, their ex-
periences and their social and 
family environment. All these 
determine how they deal with a 
setback at any given moment in 
their lives.  

“Objectively, two people can 
be in exactly the same situation 
but each of them will interpret 
it in a different way, depending 
on a series of variables (self-es-
teem, emotional wellbeing, re-
silience, emotional intelligence 
and optimism), which need to 
be worked on from childhood. 
They see a glass as being half-
full or half-empty as a result of 
their previous life experiences,” 
explains Cerezo.  

To carry out this project, 
which was developed within the 
line of research ‘Positive psy-
chology and breast cancer’ of 
the university group ‘Analysis 
of data in psychology’, the Sa-
tisfaction with Life Scale (SWLS), 
an international research ins-
trument which measures life sa-
tisfaction and cognitive wellbe-
ing, was used. It was created in 
1985 and the Spanish version 
is from 2013.   

This ‘SWLS’ reference deter-
mines that 24.1 is the average 
measure of satisfaction with life 
in the general population and 
27.1 in cancer patients. How-
ever, the figure drops slightly in 
the case of women with breast 
cancer, where the measurement 
is 22.14.  

María Victoria Cerezo points 
out that even so, it is a good re-
sult and that this difference is 
largely due to the fact that breast 
cancer is different from other 
cancers because it has a specific 
impact on an external and visi-
ble part of the body, which has 
cultural and sexual connotations 
among others.  

In total 222 women from the 
ASAMMA association were ana-
lysed, of whom almost half had 
recently been diagnosed and 
were therefore having treatment, 
and the remainder - 50.5 per 
cent - were cancer survivors. 

Positive psychology and breast cancer

SUSANA ZAMORA 
 

Participants in the study by Malaga University at Muelle Uno.  SUR

Breast cancer is different 
from other cancers 
because it has a specific 
impact on a visible part of 
the body
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The hospital in Malaga 
has carried out more 
than 4,000 pediatric 
heart operations since 
October 1981 

ÁNGEL ESCALERA
 

MALAGA. It was by chance that 
six-year-old Silvia García be-
came part of the history of the  
Materno Infantil hospital and 
the first child to undergo heart 
surgery there for a congenital 
condition (she had an atrial sep-
tal defect).  

A doctor drew heads or tails 
to decide which of two children 
who were waiting for an opera-
tion should be first. The coin 
came down on Silvia’s side, and 
her operation took place on 23 

October 1981. The other little 
girl had her surgery four days 
later.  

“The heart operation they car-
ried out on me changed my life. 
I have nothing but words of grati-
tude for them. I was able to go 
to university (she has a degree 
in History of Art), I have a job, I 
do sport and live a healthy life,” 
said Silvia García at a recent 
event held at the hospital to 
commemorate its 40 years of 
pediatric heart surgery.  

In these four decades, more 
than 4,000 children have been 
operated on for heart conditions 
at this hospital in Malaga.  

The first one was carried out 
by the head of the cardiovascu-
lar surgical unit at the Carlos 
Haya hospital, Norberto 
González de Vega,  accompanied 

by fellow cardiac surgeons Ju-
lio Gutiérrez and Manuel Fer-
reiros, as the present head of 
children’s cardiovascular sur-
gery at the Materno, Enrique 
Ruiz, explained.  

Silvia García, who was visibly 
emotional, said she only had 
good memories of her stay at the 
Materno Infantil. 

“For me, the operation was 
nothing traumatic. I had a great 
time in the hospital, they were 
lovely to me. The nurse who 
looked after me was like my sec-
ond mother,” she said.  

Before being operated on for 
her heart condition, Silvia 
couldn’t even play with her 
brother because she tired so 
quickly, but that situation took 
a 180º turn once she was out of 
hospital and had recovered. 

“After I came home they 
bought me a bike and then noth-
ing could stop me,” she told the 
press conference, smiling at the 
memory.  

She also recalled that while 
she was in hospital she lost a 
tooth and received a lot of pre-
sents from the Tooth Fairy.  

40 years of miracles 
Also at this anniversary event 
with Silvia were Enrique Ruiz; 
the provincial delegate for 
Health and Families, Carlos Bau-
tista, and operating theatre 
nurse Rosa Mena.  

“It was forty years ago that 
they started to perform mira-
cles at the Materno with these 
heart operations,” said Bautista, 
emphasising the “marvellous 
work” carried out by cardiac sur-
geons, cardiologists, intensive 
care staff, gynaecologists, an-
aesthetists and nurses, among 
other professionals.  

Enrique Ruiz explained that 
every year at the Materno hos-
pital between 100 and 110 car-
diac operations are carried out 
on children, and on average they 
last about five hours.  

Most of these involve open 
heart surgery, in which an ex-
tracorporeal surgery machine 
acts as the patient’s heart and 
lungs, because while the opera-
tion is being performed the heart 
muscle is stopped and emptied 
of blood, Dr Ruiz explained.

Silvia García, the first child to have 
heart surgery at the Materno: ‘40 
years ago they changed my life’

Silvia García, between Rosa Mena and Enrique Ruiz, on the steps outside the Materno.  ÑITO SALAS

A. ESCALERA
 

MALAGA. The cardiovascular sur-
geon who performed the very 
first child heart surgery at the 
Materno hospital on 23 October 
1981, Norberto González de 
Vega, remembers that during 
the operation he was listening 
to Juan Manuel Serrat’s song 
‘Hoy puede ser un gran día’ (To-

day can be a great day). 
“I always liked music   

on when I was operat-
ing. For this first one 
of its type, I thought 
Serrat defined very 
well the importance of 
that moment. We had to 
overcome a number 
of different problems 
to be able to start car-

rying out pediatric heart surgery 
at the Materno,” says Dr González 
de Vega. He carried out the op-
eration, assisted by cardiovas-
cular surgeons Julio Gutiérrez 
and Manuel Ferreiros. 

“I would have liked to have 
been at the event at the Materno 

to commemorate the anni-
versary and to see Silvia 

García, the little girl I op-
erated on 40 years ago, 
but they didn’t invite 
me, nor did they invite 
Dr Gutiérrez or Dr Fer-

reiros. All three of us are 
retired now, and living 
here in Malaga,” he 
said. 

González de Vega:  ‘I would have 
liked to have been at the 
anniversary event to see Silvia’

Norberto González          
de Vega

E. C. / J. R. 

TORROX. Torrox town hall is 
organising a series of infor-
mative workshops and chats 
about health during the meno-
pause. 

For the ‘de mujer a mujer’ 
or ‘from woman to woman’ 
sessions the town hall has in-
vited experts including sex-
ologist Nuria Ballesteros, psy-
chologist Natalia Ayelén, the 
physiotherapist María Noguera 
and dietitian Elisa de la Torre.  

Torrox mayor, Óscar Med-
ina, said that the council aims 
to promote healthy lifestyle 
habits and improve the qual-
ity of life of all residents with 
this activity, designed for a spe-
cific period in a woman’s life. 

The sessions will take place 
in the Salas de la Almedina in 
Torrox pueblo between 4 No-
vember and 9 December. 

For further information and 
to register call: 952532526 or 
visit the town hall website: 
www.torrox.es. The sessions 
will be given in Spanish.

Torrox town hall 
to hold talks and 
workshops on the 
menopause during 
November 
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The team picked up 
another away defeat 
on Sunday but did 
enough to deserve 
more in Oviedo 

ANTONIO GÓNGORA
 

MALAGA. Malaga had all three 
points and a first away win of the 
season within reach last weekend 
although they came away from 
Oviedo without a single point. 

This made a home win at La 
Rosaleda this Thursday (the game 
was still being played at the time of 
going to press) all the more essen-
tial to lift them up into the first half 
of the table. 

In Oviedo on Sunday, Antoñín’s 
shot in the dying minutes of the 
game struck the post and came 
agonisingly close to crossing the 
line. But shortly after it was ex-
Malaga player Borja Bastón who 
snatched the win for his side as 
the Andalusian defence failed to 
pick him up in the box, gifting him 
a free header and completing his 
brace. 

Malaga’s game plan coming into 
this match was no different than 
usual when on the road: a two-
man defensive midfield with a con-
stant pressure so as to take the op-
position by surprise on the counter 
attack.  

Surprisingly, Pablo Chavarría 

made a return to the starting XI 
after eight months on the sideline, 

Oviedo did well to hold their 
own against Malaga, essentially 
handcuffing their visitors follow-
ing Borja Bastón opener in the 

Malaga hit another dead end and 
fail to stop an in-form Borja Bastón

Genaro celebrates the equaliser.  AGENCIA LOF

Table 

          Team                       P       W       D         L       GF      GA     PT 

1.  Almería               14   10       1       3    27     11    31 

2.  Eibar                     14      8       3       3    20     16    27 

3.  Las Palmas         14      7       5       2    21     14    26 

4.  Tenerife               13      7       2       4    19     12    23 

5.  Ponferradina     14      6       5       3    17     12    23 

6.  Valladolid           14      6       4       4    18     16    22 

7.  Sporting              14      6       4       4    16     14    22 

8.  Oviedo                 14      4       7       3    15     14    19 

9.  Cartagena           14      6       1       7    18     21    19 

10. Mirandés          14      5       3       6    22     23    18 

11. Ibiza                   13      4       6       3    17     18    18 

12. Huesca              14      4       5       5    17     15    17 

13. Burgos              14      4       5       5    13     14    17 

14. Malaga             13      4       5       4    11     14    17 

15. Lugo                  14      3       7       4    16     17    16 

16. Girona               14      4       4       6    13     16    16 

17. Fuenlabrada    14      3       6       5    12     14    15 

18. R. Sociedad B  13      3       5       5    13     15    14 

19. Zaragoza          14      1    11       2       9     11    14 

20. Amorebieta     14      2       6       6    16     20    12 

21. Leganés            14      2       5       7    13     19    11 

22. Alcorcón           14      2       2     10    10     27       8

Results of Matchday 14 

Ponferradina - Huesca                                                    1-1 

Sporting - Almería                                                            0-1 

Leganés - Cartagena                                                        1-1 

Amorebieta- Valladolid                                                  4-1 

Mirandés - Lugo                                                                  3-2 
Eibar- Oviedo                                                                     1-0 

Las Palmas - Fuenlabrada                                               2-1 

Burgos - Zaragoza                                                              0 - 0       
Girona - Alcorcón                                                            0 - 0        

Ibiza - Tenerife                                                                     - 
Malaga - Real Sociedad B                                                                -

SECOND DIVISION

20th minute. The Blue & Whites 
struggled to create chances in the 
first half, which meant it was cruise 
control for the hosts, who sat back 
and soaked up the pressure. 

The visitors improved in the 

have the worst away record in the 
league, picking up just three points 
from three draws as well as four 
defeats. 

This lack of form makes it 
very difficult for the team to 
mount a serious challenge for 
promotion, as the loss of crucial 
points sinks them down the mid-
dle of the table. 

Thursday’s game against Real 
Sociedad B at la Rosaleda will be 
followed by another away fixture, 
this time at FC Cartagena on Sun-
day 7 November at 6.15pm.

second half and started connect-
ing with the attackers more fre-
quently, but their 75th-minute 
equaliser was not enough in the 
end. 

And so, after coming tantalis-
ingly close to picking up another 
point on the road, José Alberto 
López’s men returned empty 
handed.  

Despite doing enough to deserve 
at least a draw from the match - 
after a woeful first half where the 
team created anything but dan-
ger for their hosts - Malaga now 

Malaga Football Club  are 
looking for a figure to 
entertain and liven up 
the crowds at the La 
Rosaleda stadium 

BORJA GUTIÉRREZ
 

Malaga Football Club are looking 
for a mascot. They want to liven 
up the atmosphere during 
matches at their home ground 
La Rosaleda and have had the 
idea to fill a gap that is currently 
unoccupied. The club has no of-
ficial ‘mascot’ to represent the 
team and entertain the crowds 
at matches. 

The chosen formula has been 
to launch a public contest in 
which any interested designer 
can present their proposal until 
30 November. 

The club has released the con-
ditions this week: participants 
are invited to  send their designs 
to marketing@malagacf.es in JPG, 

PNG or PDF format, accompa-
nied by a signed and scanned 
document that transfers the intel-
lectual property, copyright and 
commercial exploitation of the 
image to Malaga.  

The name of the mascot and 
the full name of the creator 
should be written in the subject 
of the email. 

The next phase will be the 
judging of the entries. Between 
1 and 7 December it will be pos-

sible to vote through the club’s 
website for the ten best options 
preselected by judges established 
by club members (yet to be con-
firmed). 

The chosen winner will be sent 
through to the final phase which 
is expected to take place from 8 
to 15 December.  

In this phase, the proposal cho-
sen by popular vote will compete 
with two more designs selected 
by the club. The judges will make 
the final selection. 

“We are looking forward to 
hearing your proposals. Partici-
pate and vote!” is the encourage-
ment from the club which is look-
ing for a way to re-engage the 
fans,  something that they have 
already begun to achieve by hold-
ing some events with the sup-
porters’ clubs. 

 The aim is to increase the list 
of season ticket holders, which 
is currently around 13,000, still 
a long way from the goal they set 
themselves of 20,000.

Contest launched to create the new 

official Blue and White mascot

Malaga’s game plan was no 
different than ussual when 
on the road: a two-man 
defensive midfield with a 
constant pressure

Right now it seems        
very difficult for the      
team to mount a        
serious challenge              
for promotion

Poster for the competition.  SUR
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H
armony is in short sup-
ply in La Liga as we are 
deep into the sacking 

season and clubs take it in turn 
to top the table. 

Of the five clubs who have led 
the league this past week, none 
are as content with life as Real 
Sociedad. 

The proud northern club is 
exceeding expectations by fol-
lowing tradition, building a 
team with locally produced re-
sources, and making light of 
any adversity. 

Their tradition isn’t as strin-
gent as local rivals Athletic Bil-
bao who insist on a Basque-only 
policy. The signing of John Ald-
ridge ended that back in the 
eighties. Their approach is dif-
ferent to Athletic who recruit 
the best players from all outlets 
in the region and tempt many 
back to the area with generous 
terms. 

La Real, as they are known, 
boast one of the most produc-
tive youth academies in the 
whole of Europe. This season is 
typical; they have given more 
Liga debuts to youth team play-
ers than any other club. 

When David Moyes was man-
ager, I asked why he’d chosen 
the less prolific Imanol Agir-
retxe ahead of Willian José as 
his main striker for a vital 
game. He explained that he had 
a mix of five non-Basques and 

five ex-academy players. He 
said the unwritten rule was 
there should never be more Ex-
tranjeros than locals in the 
starting eleven, and so the Bra-
zilian Willian José sat on the 
bench. 

Moyes’s finest legacy, possi-
bly his only legacy, was fast-
tracking a skinny teenager to 
the first team. Mikel Oyarzabal 
has since scored the winner in 
the Spanish Cup Final, and 
goals in both Nations League 

and Olympic finals. He’s on the 
radar of every major club at the 
age of twenty-four.  

For now, he’s content to cap-
tain his boyhood club to glory.  
He finally lifted the Copa del 
Rey trophy won in April 2020 in 
front of his own supporters as it 
was mothballed until they could 
have a proper homecoming. Af-
ter weighing in with six early 
season goals, he’s been largely 
on ceremonial duties as he re-
covers from a minor injury. 

Real Sociedad are not reliant 
on individuals. That’s lucky as 
the couple of names most fans 
outside of San Sebastián would 
know, David Silva and Asier Il-
larramendi, have been largely 
absent so far this season. 

Coach Imanol Alguacil has 
formulated a system which is 
interchangeable with whatever 
players are available. So far it is 
working at home and in 
Europe.  In a tough Europa 
League group they have beaten 
Sturm Graz and held Monaco 
and PSV Eindhoven. 

The success comes down to 
planning and goes well beyond 
the first team. Real’s reserves 
are the only B team to play in 
the Segunda, the same league 
as Malaga. They also have the 
most famous coach in Xabi 
Alonso. The former Spain, Liv-
erpool, Real Madrid and Bayern 
Munich player is learning the 
art of management at the club 
where he honed his footballing 
skills. 

It all comes down to succes-
sion planning, something which 
is in short supply at most other 
clubs.

Real Sociedad coach Imanol Alguacil.  EFE

The happiness of Real Sociedad 
The proud northern club are exceeding expectations by following tradition, 
building a team with locally produced resources, and making light of any adversity

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

Alejandro Davidovich lost to the Croatian Marin Cilic (6-3 and 6-4) in 

the first round of the Masters 1,000 in Paris. It was one more elimina-
tion for the Malaga player, which has already seen him fall from 32nd to 
48th place in the ranking. That leaves just Carlos Alcaraz representing 
Spain, after eliminating Frenchman Pierre-Hugues Herbert.

Davidovich 
eliminated in Paris 
by Croatian Cilic

 ATP

J.M.L. 

ALBACETE. Mireia Rodríguez is go-
ing to make history at the age of 
31. This Saturday (6 November) 
she will become the first woman 
to play a league with a senior 
Spanish men’s handball team: 
Club Handball Albacete. The team   
will play its first match of the Sec-
ond Territorial Division of Hand-
ball in Cabanillas del Campo 
against the local team of this  
Guadalajara municipality. 

Mireia assures that the size of 
her teammates and rivals does not 
scare her. “I never imagined that 
I would be able to compete because 
there was no women’s handball 
league in Albacete,” explains this 
player who, like her partner the 
footballer Rubén Martínez, lived 
in Logroño until now.  

Rubén was signed this season 
by Albacete Balompié and Mireia 
searched for a women’s handball 

team in the area without finding 
one. 

 “My husband and I got together 
through sport and we have a lot 
in common,” says this player who 
is also the mother of a three -year-
old boy, Leo. 

When the idea arose that she 
may be able to play handball in a 
men’s league, the coach of the Al-
bacete Handball Club, José María 
Valerio, welcomed the possibility 
with enthusiasm and the club 
transferred the proposal to the na-
tional and territorial handball fed-
erations. They accepted her regis-
tration with the team.  

“My coach was convinced that I 
would be able to compete and I 
have not had any criticism or re-
marks from the rest of the teams 
in the league,” says Mireia, who 
doesn’t think she has broken any 
“glass ceiling” by joining a men’s 
team. 

Mireia is aware of the different 
physical strengths of her team-
mates and opposing players and 
recalls her partner’s comment: 
“Now you’re going to experience 
what it’s like for me, I’m smaller 
than the others, but you have to 
think above that.” “I like chal-
lenges,” says Mireia.

A female         
handball player 
makes history and 
joins a men’s league
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runs for their 10 overs, and 
some tired bowling from the 
Costa del Sol side meant that 
Pak I Care emerged victorious. 

This competition marks 
CDSCC’s first competitive tour-
nament having not played many 

T10 matches previously.  
To have beaten the  Spanish  

2019 and 2020 champions twice, 
as well as the Catalunya T20 
league winners for 202 and 
reach the final is an impressive 
result.

The Cártama-based 
cricket club were runners 
up in the Spanish 
National Championships 
held near Valencia at the 
weekend

 
 

NEVE MATTHEWS 

MALAGA. After two days of tough 
competition, the Costa del Sol 
Cricket Club (CDSCC) came sec-
ond in the Spanish National 
Championships, held near Valen-
cia last weekend. 

With the winners due to pro-
gress and represent Spain in the 
European Cricket League in Cár-
tama next February, there was 
plenty to play for. 

Having beaten Pak I Care and 
narrowly losing to Sporting Al-
faz on day one, the victory 
against Minhaj on day two was 
crucial for CDSCC to reach the 
final. 

Finalists Pak I Care lodged 151 

Costa del Sol come second in 
National Cricket Championships

MARINA RIVAS
 

MALAGA. One of the great events 
for fervent followers of trail run-
ning in the province returns: the 
Gran Vuelta Valle del Genal. This  
edition will start again with the 
town of Jubrique as host. The 
popular event will be held from 
Friday until Sunday (5-7 Novem-
ber) with ultratrail, 100 miles and 
relays among other tests. 

The event was presented by the 
Malaga Provincial Council as the 
main promoter of the event, or-
ganised by the PurAventura Genal 
Club with the support of the towns 
of the fifteen municipalities of 
the Valle del Genal through which 
the routes run: Algatocín, Alpan-
deire, Atajate, Benadalid. Bena-
lauria, Benarrabá, Cartajima, 
Faraján, Gaucín, Genalguacil, 
Igualeja, Jubrique, Júzcar, Parauta 
and Pujerra. 

The presentation ceremony 
was attended by the second vice 
president of the Provincial Coun-
cil, Margarita del Cid; the deputy 
for the Environment, Interior 
Tourism and Climate Change, 
Cristóbal Ortega; the mayor of Ju-
brique, Alberto Benítez, and the 
race director, Ildefonso Cózar. 

Register online: https://gran-
vueltavalledelgenal.com/in-
scripciones

One of trail 
running’s greatest 
events returns to 
the Valle del Genal 
this weekend

The Costa del Sol Cricket Club at the Championships.  EUROPEAN CRICKET
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Finland’s Tuukka 
Taponen and Japan’s 
Kean Nakamura were 
fastest in races that were 
run in the wet 

SUR
 

MALAGA. Finland’s Tuukka Tapo-
nen and Japan’s Kean Nakamura 
lifted the world karting cham-
pionship titles in the senior and 
junior categories, respectively.  
The Championship was played 
out in the local Malaga town of 
Campillos, where over 1,200 mo-
torsport fans congregated and 
enjoyed two exciting races that 
ended up crowning the new 
world champions. 

The rain forced the event to 
be played out under wet condi-
tions. The junior category was 
clearly dominated by the UK’s 
Freddie Slater, but a five-second 
time penalty meant that the title 
ended up in the hands of Japan’s 
Nakamura. Slater and Russian 
Anatoly Khavalkin completed a 
very high-level podium. 

Malaga’s Aaron García was the 

only Spaniard among the 36 
drivers and ended the competi-
tion in 18th place. 

Taponen took the top step on 
the podium in the senior cate-
gory and had dominated the race 
with an iron fist, not giving his 
rivals a chance.  

The fight to make it into the 
top three was tighter and ended 
with Italian Luigi Coluccio in 
second and the UK’s Arvid Lind-
blad in third place. 

 Rubén Moya was the highest-
placed Spaniard, in eighth, while 
2016 world champion Pedro 
Hiltbrand ended in tenth place. 

The mayor of Campillos, Fran-
cisco Guerrero, and councillor for 
Sport, Miguel Ángel Herrera, at-
tended the event alongside the 
Junta de Andalucia’s secretary of 
Sport, José María Arrabal, the presi-
dent of the Andalusian Autosport 
Federation, Manuel Alonso Bor-
balán, the president of the Span-
ish Autosport Federation’s karting 
commision, Ignacio Aviñó, and the 
owner of the Campillos circuit, Mar-
tin Reuvers.  

 Ex-Formula 1 driver Felipe 
Massa, current president of the 
FIA’s International Karting Com-
mission and Fernando Alonso’s 
old teammate at Ferrari, also 
took the time to attend and pre-
sent the winners with their tro-
phies. He also received a gift 
with the Campillos emblem on 
it as a token of appreciation from 
the town’s councillor of Sport. 

Campillos crowns 2021 Karting World 
Championship winners

Umbrellas out on the starting grid before the beginning of the race at the Campillos circuit.  SUR

Japan’s Nakamura won in the under-14s.  SUR

Finland’s Tapone was victorious in the over-14s category.  SUR

EUGENIO CABEZAS 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. Cross 
country triathlete Rubén Ru-
zafa, from Rincón de la Victo-
ria, continued adding trophies 
to his cabinet. In a competi-
tion marked by mud and rain, 
the Malaga athlete was able to 
clinch a third place finish at 
the World Cross Triathlon  
Championship, organised by 
the International Triathlon Un-
ion (ITU), held in El Anillo 
sports centre, in Caceres, in 
Extremadura.  

In a day marked by persis-
tent rain and the ensuing mud, 
the decorated cross triathlete, 
at 37 years old is still proving 
why he is among the best in 
this speciality. He finished 
third behind the competition’s 
two favourites, young French-
men Arthur Serriers and Ar-
thur Forissier, both 27, who re-
spectively took gold and silver. 

After the three legs - 1km of 
swimming, 20km on a moun-
tain bike and 5.4km on foot- 
Ruzafa crossed the finish line 
in 1:24:56, just six seconds be-
hind second place. Winner Ser-
riers stopped the clock at 
1:23:43. Fourth place went to 
Lukas Kocar, 18 seconds be-
hind Ruzafa. Eneko Llanos, 
from the Basque Country, fin-
ished seventh. 

With the bronze medal, the 
triathlete from Rincón contin-
ues expanding his already 
large trophy cabinet, which in-
cludes four ITU world cham-
pionships won in 2014, 2015, 
2016 and 2018. He finished 
runner-up in the test held in 
Pontevedra in 2019. He also 
has three XTerra world crowns 
to his name, which he won in 
2008, 2013 and 2014. Ruzafa 
will be looking to pick up his 
fourth title in Hawaii on 5 De-
cember in a bid to equal the 
legendary Conrad Stoltz. 

On a muddied terrain to 
which he adapted with ease on 
his bike, and recovering from 
a bad swimming section, Ser-
riers conquered his first world 
championship, beating fellow 
Frenchman and defending 
champion Forissier, and Ru-
zafa, who crossed the line 73 
seconds after the winner.

Ruzafa wins 
bronze at the ITU 
World Cross 
Triathlon 
Championship

Malaga’s Aaron García was 
the only under-14s 
Spaniard competing and 
finished the race in 18th 
place

Rufaza during the cycling leg.  
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How much does a CLASSIFIED 

advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadline TUESDAY 12 noon 

Notice  
to readers: 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

Notice to  
advertisers  : 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spell-

ing corrections to advertise-

ments as and when deemed nec-

essary, and to classify correctly 

any advertisement. Although 

every care is taken to ensure the 

correct publication of advertise-

ments, regrettably mistakes do 

sometimes occur. If there is an 

error in your advertisement, 

notify your agency or agent at 

once as SUR in English can only 

accept responsibility for ONE 

insertion published incorrectly. 

We would like to advise advertis-

ers that no free insertions will be 

given when the advertise-

ment/material received is not 

suitable for print media. 

Website / Email address: 
Please be advised that it may not 

be possible for your website or 

email address to be printed on 

one line. If it will not fit,  

advertisers and readers alike 

should bear in mind that a 

hyphen will be inserted at the end 

of the first line to indicate that 

the email address continues on 

the line below.
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RESTAURANT sale. 460m2 between 
San Pedro and Estepona. 290000€ 
666043491 

PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Estepona 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are 
always looking for inland and Mijas 
properties to sell to our interested 
buyers. Tel 952491609/667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building plots. 
Tel 952491609/667067269 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Ca-
lahonda. Call Joe 626864683 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals. Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN: Townhouse, 3 bedrooms, 
patio, terraces, storage. 
550€/month. 679111522 

Marbella 

BANÚS 3 bedrooms, long term, full 
equip, by marina, private garden, 
pools, bravoelezovic@gmail.com, 
owner +34637439222 

Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 

CALAHONDA: El Zoco: Local 50m2, 

A/C, all uses. 575 Euros/ pm. 

609547483 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com). 8x4 pool 
4,749 Euros fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

POOL Maintenance/Repairs. 
Málaga/Marbella. 678791495/ 
952756168 sparklenripple@hot-
mail.com www.sparklenripple.net 

PROTEC Group: We create and de-
sign different kinds of swimming 
pools. Ask us for our portfolio or 
visit us at www.grupo-protec.com. 
Phone 952 587 573 

Garden 

SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree sur-
gery. Nº1 for Trees/Palms/ Garden 
& Pool Maintenance. Since 1998. 
+34711010971  www.spain-
tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com 

THE GARDENER: Specialist tall tree 
jobs & palms. Tree prunning. Gar-
dens/Communities maintenance. 
Competitive rates. Facebook Spa-
cialtall Tree Jobs. Whatsapp 
637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing 

& coving specialist, 20.years on the 

Coast, 1st class job. Phone Rob-

bie:679646185 

CONSTRUCTIONin general, all types 
of reforms. Quality building at the 
right price. Stuart 648153718 

COSTADIGGERS & CONSTRUC-
TION: Building Projects, Home & 
Garden. Tel/Whatsapp 678450051 
costadiggers@hotmail.com/ 
www.costadiggers.com 

PROTEC Group: Construction com-
pany dedicated to the construction 
and comprehensive refurbishment 
of villas and all types of houses in 
the Marbella area and the entire 
Costa del Sol. www.grupo-pro-
tec.com or 952 587 573 

R.K.S PROPERTY SERVICES: Es-
tablished 2005. Kitchen and bath-
room specialists. Full reforms, 
Plastering, Tiling and Plumbing 
services. 634315264/634345118 

BUILDER,  plumbing, electrician, 
painter, steel, carpenter. Reason-
able prices. 635913885/952917930 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

Plumbers 

CITY & Guilds. Qualified plumber. 
All areas covered. Adrian 677063272 

Electricians 

ELECTRICIAN: Installations, re-
wires, upgrades, maintenance, fault 
finding, prompt reliable. 650207635 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors, kitchens & furniture. 
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp: 
628066308 www.rainbowpintu-
ras.com Daniel 

ATD DECOR: British painter. 30 
years' experience. Punctual. Great 
rates. Call for free quote. 603132783 
Facebook: @ATDDecorMalaga 

Gates 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage door motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. expertgates.com Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/605356469 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered Coast 
and Inland. 655825931 

PROTEC Group offers awnings and 
blinds for both interior and exterior 
use. Quality products selected to fit 
your particular needs. www.grupo-
protec.com or 952 587 573 

Upholstery 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business  

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

POLISH / granding/ repair your 
marble. Professionally half price. 
+0034671244683 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, 

plastic jointing, strips between 

the glass curtains. Also repairs. 

655825931 

VENTANAS Arcoplan Nº1 in UPVC 

windows & glass curtains. Tel; 

952667559 info@arcoplan.net 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit!    
genevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/ 678768454 

PROTEC Group: Manufacturing, dis-
tribution and installation of UPVC 
and aluminium windows and doors 
as well as UPVC and aluminium en-
closures. Our services include the 
supply and installation of UPVC win-
dows from Salamander and Köm-
merling but also aluminium frames 
from Reynolds and Technal. 
www.grupo-protec.com or 952 587 
573 

Locksmiths 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest 
prices. Highest quality. 658277572 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/ Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-
curity surveys. English speaking. 
www.securityofspain.com 
636770865/952660233 

Solar Energy 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIR CONDITIONINGinstallation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration: 
952596404/679284959 
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SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, ice 
makers, bottle coolers, dishwash-
ers. Fantastic value and reliability, 
after sales service. Williams Refrig-
eration SL. 952596404/679284959 

FUJITSU Inverter 899 Euros fully 
inclusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287 

AIRFLOW Airconditioning for re-
pairs. New installations. Units from 
700€ inclusive. 952443222 
Whatsapp 637554316 air-
flowspain@live.com 

Cleaning Services 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experience, wet 
or dry clean. Honest, reliable serv-
ice. 678808837/952669701 or 
email acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

Mosquito Screens 

MOSQUITO Screens. Sliding. Pull-
down. Pleated. Colors. Nick 
647072861 www.mosquitonick.ws 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

BETTER CALL PEDRO!! FOR ALL 
YOUR LEGAL NEEDS HERE ON THE 
COAST. CONVEYANCING, CON-
TRACTS. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, NO HEAD-
ACHES, NO HASSLE, I GET IT 
DONE!! www.yarzalwayers.com 
0034619930052 

Insurance 

Translators 

OFFICIAL  Translations. All lan-
guages. 952789204. MOBILE 
654613094. Sanpedrotransla-
tions@gmail.com 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork?  Recovery docu-
ment service available,  fast con-
fidential,  reliable.  617910147 
alan1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Loans 

FOR YOUR short term, cash flow 
solutions with security on the Costa 
del Sol call: 699780389 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 
2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr.  Always 
on time. 651081610 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15Euros 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport. 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

SPAIN/UK UK/SPAIN. Part full loads. 
Pet transport. Micknick0730@hot-
mail.co.uk 637980655 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular transport services with 
custom clearance. Spain, UK in-
cluding Scotland. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20€ hour + 
fuel. Steve 602637242 

www.moveit-storeit.comPhone 
David 696 810 618 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

KARAOKE to Buy or Update Songs 
in ALL Languages. 664-540-154 

LOOKING FOR CHINA & GLASS-
WARE. ALSO COLLECTABLES & 
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. 
House/garage/ bar clearances. 
Steve 602637242 

WANTED household/ garden fur-
niture. 20yrs on the Coast. 
660366033 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, any registra-
tion, runners or non runners. Em-
bargos & Finance problems. Call 
now. Cash waiting. 687049592 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All 
cars, all years, all models... from 
exotic to classic. Spanish/ English/ 
Dutch plated. Call 
951977329/606647597 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted 
any age, any condition. CASH. Buyer 
collects. Transfer included. 
605109796 

PHONE me first or last!! I pay 
more!! Cars/caravans/motorbikes 
or commercial. 660366033 

BEST PRICE guaranteed for your 
car, van, home, motorhome 
678808837 

WE WILL not be BEATEN on price! 
Cars, vans, bikes. Wanted today. 
685524921 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 
Mijas Costa. No job too small. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying or registering & save 
tax. www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5mins from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/606101807 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080 Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web: www.lo-
calsoft.com 

ETSIMME Suomen. Espanjan ja Eng-
lanti hallitsevan reippaan henkilön 
lentokentta toimistollemme asiakas-
palveluun.  Marko@autokatti.com  
609544082 

LOOKING for qualified English 
teachers for Fuengirola and Málaga. 
lynnesacademycv@gmail.com Send 
resumes 

OP ZOEK naar een boeiende job? 
Dan zit je bij bouwersgids.be goed. 
Bepaal zelf je uren. Hoge verdien-
sten Meer info: www.bouwersgids.be 
0032 496232218 or 685855297 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

ATTRACTIVE Lady retired wishes 
to meet educated, well-spoken, re-
tired gentleman for proper relation-
ship only. 602431794 

ATTRACTIVE elderly gentleman 
seeks a naturalistic liaison with an-
other aged 50-70 who is kindly as-
sertive and, can host in seclusion 
and tranquillity within an hour or 
so`s drive of Fuengirola for a very 
comprehensive leisurely meeting of 
minds etc, mild cp only, no other 
boundaries.  mutualgamesman@ya-
hoo.co.uk 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia 
656350401 

SHAVING sensitive area by mature 
Japanese masseuse. Ladies/ Cou-
ples are welcome. Fuengirola 
610396186 

BENALMADENA: American woman 
dedicates for Golfers massage done 
on a professional massage table. 
Senior 50% off. 7am onwards. 
658189191 

MATURE male masseur for men. 
Velez-Malaga. Tel. 
00447566231704 Whatsapp 

QUALIFIED masseuse: Therapeu-
tic, Sports and relaxing massages. 
Private, clean apartment. Appoint-
ments. 637369920 Marbella 

TWO MASSEUSES offer an exclu-
sive massage. Guaranteed. Masks 
are essential. Torremolinos 
621395221 

Therapists 

EMOTIONALTherapist: Sabine, pro-
ficent, 18yrs experience. Spiritual 
one to one reading, family constel-
lations. Tel/Whatsapp 622825153 

ESTEPONA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy COSRT & BACP 
Accredited. Individuals & Couples 
+447813944146 Richard. 
www.sextherapymarbella.es 

Mobility 

SENIROWORLD: (Est. 2008) Mo-
bility Scooters, wheelchairs, stair-
lifts, nursing beds, rise ’n’ recline 
chairs & a large range of daily living 
aids for sale or hire, for a better life. 
Visit our showroom in Los Boliches, 
or call 952663131/670964181 for 
advice & best prices 

Others 

MALE female. Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, mixed trial packs. via-
gra4you19@gmail.com. 672883025 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil 
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22Euros per pack of 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

TV / SATELLITE 

Satellite Installation 

BBC SYSTEM iptv full sky Tv all coast  
coverage Jose Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 
670443838, 952443838. Also avail-
able sound systems color Tv. mail  
josesottoamselem77@gmail.com 
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REPAIR/SETUP: English TV chan-

nels, Freesat, Sky, Smart TV, Satel-

lite, Firesticks, Wireless, Networks, 

Internet, Computers, Radio, CCTV. 

Marine Electronics. Andrew 

711021678/ 00447968488998 

Whatsapp. costasatellite@gmail.com 

www.costaelectronicsolu-

tions.com 

MUSIC 

PIANO Tuning, and Repairs. Piano-

man is back. +34681911412,+44 

07973931963 rckpnmn@aol.com 

www.rickthepianoman.co.uk 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s and Laptops supplied, 
repaired and upgraded. Malware/ 
Virus Removal. 19yrs helping peo-
ple. info@soltecspain.com Neil: 
662379899 

CLASSES 
SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method. Simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

PETS 

Buy / Sell 

WANTED 2 white cats. Torrox Costa. 

689 963 957 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 

Your pets lovingly cared for by 

English mother & daughter. Coín. 

Tel or whatsapp 646066351.la-

gunakennels@hotmail.com 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-

tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-

proved, safe, secure and loving en-

vironment. Large kennels & play 

areas. Fully refurbished, inspec-

tions welcome. www.eurodog.es 

952464947/679786669 

CONSULATES

Great Britain                   C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                                                    952352300 

USA                                   Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                                             952474891 
Belgium                           Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                                      951516019 

Denmark                          Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                                     952211797 
Norway                            Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola                             952667955 
Canada                             C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                                      952223346 

Germany                          Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                                                952363591 
Sweden                            Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                                          952604383 

Ireland                             Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                                                  952475108 

France                              Calle Salvago, 2, Malaga                                                                            954293200 

Italy                                  Alameda Principal, 35, Malaga                                                                  902502512 
Austria                             Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                                 646060972 

Finland                             Calle Córdoba, 6, Malaga                                                                            952212435 
Saudi Arabia                   Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                                          952310358 
Greece                              Dr Manuel Perez Bryan, Malaga                                                                  95225689 

Iceland                             Calle Marín García, Malaga                                                                        952661200 
Philippines                      C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                                           952771850 

Hungary                           Av. de Velásquez, (Crce aeropuerto) Malaga                                         952236966

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator  112 

National Police  091 

Local (municipal) Police 092 
Medical 061  

Fire 080 

Guardia Civil  062 

Sea Rescue  900202202  

Crime report  902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  
 

Samaritans in Spain  900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 

Age Care 952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona) 722606347 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  
 

Salud Responde  955545060 
(Doctors’ appointments and advice) 

ESTEPONA                                       

Bus Station 955038665 

Taxi Service 952802900 

Tourist Office 952802002 

Town Hall 952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept. 952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

BusStation 952475066 
Taxi Service 952471000 
Tourist Office 952467625 
Town Hall 952589300 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 

MALAGA                                            

Bus Station 952350061 
Railway Station 902240202 
Taxi Service 952345693 
Tourist Office 951926020 

MARBELLA                                       

Bus Station 955038665  
Taxi Service 952774488 
Tourist Office 952768760 
Town Hall 952761100 
Foreign Residents Dept.   952768760 

MIJAS                                                 

Town Hall  952485900 
Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 
Taxi 952478288 
Tourism Office 952589034 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 

NERJA                                               

Bus Station 902422242 

Taxi Service 952520537 
Tourist Information  952521531 
Town Hall 952548400 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401 

TORREMOLINOS                              

Bus Station 902143144 
Taxi Service 952380600 
Tourist Office 952371909 
Town Hall 952379400 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952374231 

BENALMÁDENA                              

Bus Station 902450550 
Taxi Service 952441545 
Tourist Office 952442494 
Town Hall 952374231 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA                              

Bus Station 952503162 
Taxi 952540016 
Town Hall 952559100 
Tourist Office 952541104  

GIBRALTAR                                       

General emergency 199/112(mobiles) 
Fire/ambulance (emergency) 190 
Tourist Office (00350) 20074950 
Taxi (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

 
Ship                                   Date                     From              Next port              Docks               Sails 
Wind Star                05/11          Cartagena        Tangier            07.00          21.00 
Costa Diadema      05/11           Marseille           Cadiz              09.00         19.00 
Wind Surf               05/11             Almeria         Gibraltar           09.00         23.59 
Hebridean Sky       08/11              Motril            Tangier            08.00         22.00 
Aidablu                   09/11          Cartagena          Cadiz              08.00         19.00 
Azamara Quest      09/11              Motril             Cadiz              08.00         22.00 
Aidastella               09/11            Arrecife       Cartagena          10.00          19.30 
Silver Shadow        10/11                   -                      -                  08.00         18.00 
Island Sky               10/11            Gibraltar       Cartagena          12.00          17.00 
Marella Explorer 2 11/11            Gibraltar       Barcelona          06.00         23.00 
Celebrity Silhouette 11/11          Gibraltar        Marseille           07.00          17.00 
Amera                      11/11           Cartagena       Gibraltar           08.00         20.00 
Borealis                   12/11           Cartagena      Liverpool          08.00         20.00 
Seadream 1             13/11             Tangier          Funchal            08.00         18.00 
MSC Splendida       14/11             Funchal     Civitavecchia       08.00         14.00 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11486

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

As Mars opposes Uranus, activities at 

home could disrupt a career or business 

plan, adding a touch of chaos when you 

need to get things done.   

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

You may be drawn to something that 

promises a fabulous future and you 

could be tempted to jump ship. 

However, avoid impulsive action.   

Aries  
March 21st – April 20th 

It might be wise to simplify your 

schedule, as with two powerful 

influences on the go things could 

change at a moment’s notice.     

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

A relationship could be very frustrating 

and could reach boiling point. Acting 

on the spur of the moment might 

relieve the pressure, but the outcome 

may not be what you want.    

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Working too hard? This week you need 

to make a few changes to leave more 

time to yourself. Midweek your best 

laid plans may nosedive as disruptive 

influences push you along a new path.   

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Someone could make you an offer that 

seems too good to be true. It may be, 

but wait, as something more suitable 

can show up.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

This week can bring a breakthrough in 

your efforts to get your life in balance. 

If you feel overwhelmed you may 

finally decide to speak out, and this 

could be a turning point. 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

This week could have some intense 

qualities, and you might yearn for a 

taste of freedom and a chance to do 

your own thing rather than knuckle 

down and work away.   

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

With Mars opposing Uranus midweek 

your patience could be short and your 

desire for instant satisfaction great. The 

Lunar Eclipse a couple of days later 

might be equally potent.    

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

If your actions are going to disrupt 

another’s plans, then think carefully 

before you do anything to upset them. 

Mind, the Lunar Eclipse in Taurus can 

highlight the positive.     

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

With a dynamic but chaotic aspect 

coming into play, you may be tempted 

to act on the spur of the moment. The 

Eclipse could bring an opportunity. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

You may be looking for activities that 

give you a thrill and involve a little risk, 

such as climbing or windsurfing. Avoid 

anything involving money though, as 

you might lose out.

1 9

5 8 7 4

2 9 3 6 1

2 3 1 8 7

8 6 5

3

4 7 6 8

7

8 5 9 2

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find where 

the fleet of ships (1 

battleship, 2 cruisers, 3 

destroyers, 4 submarines) 

are hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid indicate 

how many of the squares in 

that row are filled in with 

ships or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled in to 

start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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QUIZ

1. UK 2. France  3. Australia       
4. US

Roland-Garros is a tennis 
competition which takes 
place in which country??

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution

Sudoku solution

Answer: Liverpool 

Of interest: This complex of 

dock buildings and warehouses 

in Liverpool was opened in 

1846, and was the first 

structure in Britain to be built 

from cast iron, brick and stone, 

with no structural wood. 

Answer: Glasgow 

Of interest: HM Prison 

Barlinnie is the largest prison in 

Scotland. It is located in the 

residential suburb of Riddrie, in 

the north east of Glasgow, 

Scotland. It is informally known 

locally as The Big Hoose and 

Bar-L. 

Answer: France 

Of interest: Named after the 

French aviator Roland Garros, 

the tournament (also known as 

the French Open) begins in late 

May each year. 

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

The letter represented by the 
question mark is C.  Cabbage, 
cucumber, broccoli, all 
vegetables.

THE SUR IN ENGLISH 
COLUMN

CiThe seven differences

Language Crossword

Circlegram

Quiz answers

1. Glasgow 2. Edinburgh                 
3. Cardiff 4. Stirling

In which city is Barlinnie 
prison?

1.Liverpool 2. Southampton      
3. Felixstowe 4. London

The Royal Albert Dock is in 
which UK city?

Across Down

LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD

At SUR in English we are proud of 
our reputation for publishing a 
wide variety of Spanish news of 
interest to our readers, and as part 
of the SUR media group we have 
access to all the best and most re-
liable sources.  Another part of our 
remit is to publish all the local 
news concerning the English-spea-
king  community in Andalucía, 
and for that, we have several sour-
ces including our team of roving 
reporters and you, the reader! 

We often get calls asking the 
question “Can you mention this 
in SUR in English?” The “this” can 
be anything from an art exhibi-
tion to an event in aid of charity, 
a change in church service times,  
or a dolphin washed up on the 
beach. The answer to all of these 
is “yes”. If it is of interest to our 
readers we can mention it, and if 
it is a big story we can send one of 
our team of journalists to write 
about it. Contact us at surineng-
lish.su@diariosur.es or on Twit-
ter at @SUR_English or Facebook 
@SURenglish

Tell us your 
news!
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T
o be the village mayor is 
a 24-hour-a-day job. This 
is a fact well-known to all 

those who undertake the role, 
but especially to those in charge 
of the smaller municipalities, 
where they are easily accessible 
through a phone call or a home 
visit. 

In the village of Júzcar, social 
media coexists as a means of 
communication alongside tradi-
tional posters and bulletin 
boards. 

Participation 

The local council’s WhatsApp 
group comprises more inhabi-
tants in the village than those 
registered on the census, a total 
of 240, according to its mayor 
Francisco Lozano. 

As such, almost the whole of 
Júzcar participates in the chat. 

Lozano said, “We reach prac-
tically everyone, even those who 
are not registered in the village 

but are from here, live elsewhere, 
usually come to visit and want 
to stay informed.” 

He clarified that, “only elderly 
people who do not use WhatsApp 
aren’t involved, but we are talk-
ing about those over 80 years old. 
In these cases, their relatives 
keep them informed as to the 
content of the group.” 

According to the National Sta-
tistics Institute (INE), Júzcar has, 
based on 2020 data, 214 inhabi-
tants. 

“The maximum allowed in a 
group is 256 participants...we 
cannot fit any more people in 
right now!” joked Lonzano. 

Sierra Bermeja fire 
On a more serious note, he spoke 
of how the Sierra Bermeja fire 
has meant an increase in the 
number of people who want to 
be included in the chat. 

“At first there were many peo-
ple who did not want to sign up, 

they told us that they were al-
ready involved in many groups, 
but this chat allowed us to in-
form people quickly about the 
progress of the fire. When we 
were evacuated, one of the coun-

cillors and I came and fed the 
neighbours’ animals, sent them 
photos...There was a lot of un-
certainty...The WhatsApp group 
has proven to be a very useful 
tool,” he said, recalling the trag-

edy that was very close to the vil-
lage and burned almost 10,000 
hectares. 

“It gave us peace of mind and 
it is very effective and fast for 
sending out information. People 
can stay immediately informed 
through the group, although 
when I have to go to the town hall 
for something more serious, I 
go,” said a Júzcar resident who 
participates in the chat. 

One of the most recent posts 
in the group, which is managed 
from a municipal mobile phone, 
is about the rollout of psycho-
logical workshops for residents 
following the fire. 

The administrators of the 
group are the mayor and other 
local council staff. 

Events 
“We publish activities, propos-
als, events, service information, 
job offers...” said the mayor. 

Though the group doesn’t al-
low interaction - “The group 
would get out of hand...Imagine!” 
- because there are only a few 
administrators, they do see the 
responses from the residents. 

Examples of events published 
on the WhatsApp chat have in-
cluded the delivery of books and 
materials, free of charge, to the 
village school; the celebration of 
the traditional Mycological Days 
and the opening of the churros 
shop on Fridays next to Bar  
Torricheli. 

The group makes it easy for 
Júzcar’s council to get its resi-
dents’ opinions, for example, on 
the need to repaint their houses 
blue. 

The Blue Village 
Júzcar was declared the World’s 
First Smurf village following its 
use by the production company 
for the promotion of the first 
Smurfs film. Due to problems 
with the owners of the commer-
cial rights associated with these 
characters, the town was re-
named the Blue Village, to carry 
on with its new fame.

Júzcar. The local council of this Genal 
Valley municipality uses this 
messaging service to stay in touch 
with its 240 residents, more than 
those registered on the census

A whole 
village in a 
WhatsApp 
group 

VANESSA MELGAR

The mayor, Francisco Lozano.  V. M.

Examples of messages published.  SUR


