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Hospitalisations 
relatively low 
despite high Covid 
figures, says Junta

Malaga is the province that has 
seen the greatest increase in 
population in Spain during the 
months marked by the Covid pan-
demic, latest figures from the na-

tional statistics institute, INE, 
have revealed. More than 17,000 
people joined the population cen-
sus between January 2020 and 
July 2021, with the highest per-

centage increases being noted in 
small towns. Figures for the non-
EU27 European group indicate 
an increase in British residents 
during the same period. P2&3

Malaga, the Spanish province with highest 
population growth during the pandemic
The province has exceeded 1.7 million 
inhabitants for the first time with 17,000 
new residents registered in 18 months

INSIDE 

A hairdresser giving hope to 
the homeless: Isaac Bousnane 
spends his days off giving free 
haircuts to people living rough in 
the city. P14&15 
 
Costa refuse plant saves 
tonnes of unrecycled glass 
from landfill: Residents are  
urged to use bottle bins more  P12

The regional authority 
wants to extend the Covid 
passport rule for hospitality 
until 31 January P4

Bringing joy from the East 
The Three Kings were able to parade through the streets 
in Malaga and Marbella, among other towns, this year, 
greeting excited youngsters from colourful floats. P6

King Melchior’s float 
passes the Alcazaba 

in Malaga city.   
 MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

MALAGA CF 

FINALLY BAG  

AN AWAY 

WIN IN 2022 

OPENER
More good news followed 
Monday’s victory as the Fifa 
signing ban was lifted P33
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The province attracts a 
wide range of new 
residents ready to 
settle down for good, 
and the population 
exceeds 1.7 million, for 
the first time 

MÁLAGA. In 18 months, some 
17,247 people moved to Malaga 
with the province’s population ex-
ceeding 1.7 million for the first 
time. According to Spain’s National 
Institute of Statistics (INE) Malaga 
province saw a population increase 
of 1.02 per cent during the period 
between January 2020 and July 
2021. 

The figure makes Malaga the 
province that has gained the most 
population in Spain in absolute 
terms. And in relative terms, the 
Malaga increase of 1.02 per cent 
is only beaten by Guadalajara with 
1.18 per cent, although the popu-
lation in that province (265,508 
residents) is six times smaller than 
that of Malaga. 

Meanwhile, other major cities 
and their provinces  are losing resi-
dents. The population of Madrid 
went down by 0.16 per cent; Bar-
celona by 0.1 per cent; and Bilbao 
0.71 per cent. However, Valencia 
and Seville saw increases of 0.34 
per cent and 0.07 per cent respec-
tively, a slower rate of growth than 
Malaga. 

Among those who have new 
homes in Malaga is Laura Baena, 
a native of the province who lived 
in Madrid for 18 years. “I’m proud 
to have taken the step and that this 
pandemic, which is so terrible in 
so many aspects, has been a per-
sonal opportunity for me. Malaga 
has been the key to doing things 
differently. On a personal level, the 
change has been incredible,” she 
said. 

“Malaga is not the same place I 
left when I was 21. It is much more 
cosmopolitan and culturally su-
per powerful. Malaga is a place 
where I not only want to live but 
somewhere I can develop profes-
sionally and generate wealth and 
opportunities,” she added, stress-
ing the high standard of living. 

Regina Pérez Castillo, an art his-
torian and teacher at the San Telmo 
school who has previously lived in 
Cordoba, Almeria, Granada and 
Seville, came for personal and pro-
fessional reasons: “I arrived in Sep-
tember 2020. The school is the best 
in Andalucia,” she said.

Malaga is the Spanish province to see the 
largest population growth during the pandemic

ANTONIO  
JAVIER LÓPEZ 
 

Source: National Institute of Statistics INFOGRAPHIC ENCARNI HINOJOSA

Between 1 January 2020 and 1 January  2021, percentage variation

Population change by town

Population 
loss

Population 
growth

Casares
6.7%

Parauta
5.0%

Estepona
2.4%

Jubrique
5.7%

 
MUNICIPALITY VARIATION

Estepona 1,697

Mijas 1,347

Benalmádena 1,060

Rincón de la V. 1,022

Torrox 994

Alhaurín el Grande 737
Coín 702
Cártama 698
Alhaurín de la Torre 698
Vélez-Málaga 602
Casares 459
Manilva 410
Marbella 325
Álora 224
Ojén 207
Frigiliana 136
Pizarra 128

 
MUNICIPALITY VARIATION

Fuente de Piedra 108
Alcaucín 87
Casabermeja 83
Benahavís 81
Periana 70
Sierra de Yeguas 68
Tolox 67
Almogía 67
Alameda 66
Monda 65
Mollina 65
V. del Trabuco 52
Sayalonga 46
Guaro 46
Colmenar 41
Arriate 30
Antequera 30

 
MUNICIPALITY VARIATION

Alozaina 29
Istán 26
Almáchar 26
Canillas de Aceituno 24
Comares 19
Casarabonela 18
Benaoján 17
El Burgo 13
Cuevas de San Marcos 13
Ardales 12
Villanueva del Rosario 12
Riogordo 11
Gaucín 6
Arenas 4
Cuevas del Becerro 4
Benamargosa 0
Cañete la Real 0

 
MUNICIPALITY VARIATION

Almargen -3
Yunquera -3
Humilladero -4
Algarrobo -5
Moclinejo -7
Alfarnate -8
Viñuela -10
V. de la Concepción -11
Cuevas Bajas -15
Benamocarra -16
Teba -17
Valle de Abdalajís -19
V. de Algaidas -19
Villanueva de Tapia -23
Cortes de la Frontera -31
Archidona -54
Campillos -86
Cómpeta -101
Ronda -106

Nerja -126

Fuengirola -252

Málaga -1,055

Torremolinos -1,110

Marbella
0.2%

Ojén
5.4%

Fuengirola
-0.3%

Torremolinos
-1.6%

Malaga
-0.2%

Rincón de 
la Victoria
2.1%

Canillas 
de Albaida
6.9%

Alcaucín
3.8%

Fuente de Piedra
4.1%

Villanueva del Trabuco
1.0%

Frigiliana
4.4%

Torrox
5.5%

Júzcar
9.8%

Highest 
percentage 
growth

Cartajima
7.0%

Second highest 
percentage 
growth

Faraján
-4.2%

Highest 
percentage 
loss

Pujerra
-3.2%

Second highest 
percentage loss

2020-2021 variation in number of inhabitants
Only municipalities with more than 1,000 inhabitants in January 2021

A.J. LÓPEZ 

MALAGA. The highest propor-
tional increase in population 
in 2020 was noted in small 
towns in the province, rather 
than in the city or the large 
coastal resorts. 

At the top of the list is Júzcar 
in the Serranía de Ronda, 
whose small population was 
swollen by 9.8%. The figures 
released by the INE show that 
Júzcar is followed by Cartajima 
(7%), Canillas de Albaidas 
(6,9%), Casares (6,7%) and Ata-
jate (5,9%) in terms of the per-
centage increase in people on 
the local population census (pa-
drón). Of the ten municipalities 
with the biggest increases, more 
than half are villages with fewer 
than 1,000 inhabitants, and 
none of them exceed the 10,000 
mark. 

José María Martín, 73, origi-
nal from Puerto Real on the 
Cadiz coastline, is one of the 
new residents who helped put 
Júzcar at the top of the popula-
tion growth ranking.  

“My daughter has been here 
for three years. I had a stroke 
two years ago and needed some-
where quiet. I came to see her 
and when I arrived I fell in love 
with the place, the village and 
its surroundings,” he said. 

Another new resident in 
Júzcar, Carmen Kiernans, also 
said she moved, in her case 
from Madrid, in search of peace 
and quiet, as well as a reasona-
bly priced property. 

“The tranquility here is amaz-
ing and the village is charming,” 
she said. 

Paradoxically the statistics 
show that the two municipali-
ties with the greatest relative 
loss in population, Faraján and 
Pujerra (with drops of 4.2 and 
3.2% respectively), are close 
neigbours to the fastest grow-
ing Júzcar and Cartajima. 

The mayor of Faraján, Fer-
nando Fernández pointed out 
that families and younger peo-
ple interested in moving to 
smaller towns are looking for 
two things: cheaper property 
and work. The latter is the hard 
part. “It’s hard enough [to find 
work] for those of us already 
here,” he said, also pointing out 
the difficult access by road.

The greatest 
population 
increases are in 
small towns

Torremolinos and 
Malaga, the big losers 

The latest report released by 
the INE shows that the munici-
palities in Malaga province to 
lose the most residents in 
2020 in overall terms were the 
city itself and Torremolinos. 
The latter registered the 

greatest loss with 1,110 fewer 
residents, followed by Malaga 
with 1,055 fewer. 

At the other end of the scale, 
the five municpalities with the 
highest numbers of new resi-
dents were Estepona (1,697), 
Mijas (1,347), Benalmádena 
(1,060), Rincón de la Victoria 
(1,022) and Torrox (994). In the 
towns with larger populations, 

however, these figures do not 
mean they lead the board in 
relative increase. The reduced 
growth in Malaga city therefore, 
is only a 0.2% drop, while the 
Torrmolinos figure represents 
1.6% of the total. 

Looking back further, depite 
the loss in 2020, the city’s popu-
lation has grown by 69,824 in 
the last decade, a 4.29% rise.
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More UK nationals have 
joined the Malaga 
population, the latest 
non-EU27 European 
figures indicate 

A. J. LÓPEZ 

MALAGA. As well as showing a sig-
nificant increase in the number 
EU citizens joining the local popu-
lation census since the beginning 
of 2020, figures also indicate a 
growing number of British nation-
als who have decided to settle in 
Malaga province. Brexit, and the 
complications it poses, have been 
suggested as the cause. 

The National Institute of Statis-
tics (INE) now counts the United 
Kingdom as a European country 
that is not part of the EU27, and 
British residents are now by far 
the largest nationality group within 
that category in Malaga province. 

Transferring numbers of Brit-
ish residents in the province from 
the last quarter of 2019 to the non-
EU European total in that period, 
shows that the proportion of Brits 
among those in the new category 
has increased by 15 percentage 
points. In the second half of 2019, 

British nationals (if Brexit had al-
ready happened) would have 
formed 63% of the non-EU Euro-
pean group. In the first half of 
2021, this proportion was up to 
78% 

Meanwhile the transfer of the 
province’s British residents, with 
a large proportion of pensioners, 
to the non-EU European group 
has significantly pushed up the 
average age.  

Between January 2020 and July 
2021, the number of residents 
aged 90 or more grew by 60.1 per 
cent while the number of residents 
aged 85 to 89 also increased by 
51.8 per cent.  

The number of residents aged 
80 to 84 and 75 to 79 also in-
creased by 60.4 per cent and 59.3 
per cent respectively. 

However, non-EU European 
residents aged 30 to 34 decreased 
by 25.7 per cent, as did the num-
ber of youths and children which 
saw decreases across all age 
groups. 

New residents from EU coun-
tries have also helped swell the 
population figures in Malaga prov-
ince. Of the 17,247 new residents 
gained during the pandemic, al-
most a quarter (4,132) were from 
EU countries, according to the fig-
ures from the INE.

British and EU residents make up a large part of the rise in inhabitants 

British nationals

Second 
half of
2019

First 
half of 
2021

DISTRIBUTION IN SIX-MONTH PERIODS

Source: National Institute of Statistics

To calculate the 
proportion of British 
residents in 2019 (when 
the UK was still part f the 
EU28) the number of 
British residents has been 
added to the total 
population figures of 
people of non-EU28 
European nationality.

INFOGRAPHIC E. H.

Rest of
Europeans outside 
the  EU28/EU27

63%

37%

78%

22%

Inhabitants on 1 July 2021 and the percentage di�erence from 
1 January 2020, by age group

 INHABITANTS ON

AGE GROUP 1 JULY 2021 DIFFERENCE

0 to 4 years 2,148 -14.7%

5 to 9 years 2,841 -2.7%

10 to 14 years   2,449 -8.8%

15 to 19 years   2,065 -8.7%

20 to 24 years 1,536 -32.7%

25 to 29 years 2,560 -22.9%

30 to 34 years 3,321 -25.7%

35 to 39 years 4,278 -25.3%

40 to 44 years 4,830 -20.7%

45 to 49 years 5,062 -14.3%

50 to 54 years 6,287 9.3%

55 to 59 years 6,986 24.3%

60 to 64 years 7,361 35.2%

65 to 69 years 7,567 39.1%

70 to 74 years   8,462 55.9%

75 to 79 years   6,032 59.3%

80 to 84 years   3,386 60.4%

85 to 89 years   1,458 51.8%

90+  years 740 60.1%

European population from outside EU27
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The president of the 
regional government also 
suggested shorter 
quarantine periods for 
asymptomatic or mild 
Covid-19 cases 

SUR 

MALAGA. In a context of hundreds 
of thousands of daily Covid-19 
infections nationally, but with a 
level of hospitalisation far below 
previous waves, the regional 
president of Andalucía, Juanma 
Moreno, said on Tuesday that the 
emphasis should not be on the 

high rate of infections but rather 
on the lower number of patients 
entering hospital or dying. 

“The level of clinical incidence 
is much lower than in previous 
waves [in Andalucía], so I think we 
should not emphasise the num-
ber of infections,” he said at a press 
conference in Malaga. He added 

that he thought there was a case 
for shortening quarantine periods 
in order to reduce the numbers off 
work with no symptoms. 

Case rates drop slightly 
On Wednesday this week, re-
ported case rates in Andalucía 
dropped slightly for the first time 
in several weeks, reflecting a fall 
in new cases being reported. 

The rolling 14-day rate per 
100,000 in Malaga province, in-
cluding the Costa del Sol, was 
1,449, similar to the Andalusian 
figure. 

The number of people in hos-
pital with Covid-19 on Wednes-

day in Malaga province was 298, 
up 33 per cent in a week. How-
ever the number in intensive care 
was 48, down two per cent. 

The Junta said this week that 
it would ask Andalucía’s top court 
to extend the need to present a 
‘Covid passport’ to be able to ac-
cess the interior of hospitality 
premises until 31 January, when 
the current measure ends on 15 
January.  

Let’s focus on Covid hospitalisations 
and not infections, urges the Junta 

Hospitals are withstanding the latest coronavirus surge, says the regional government.  EP (FILE PHOTO)

SUR  

MALAGA. The Andalusian 
Health Service (SAS) made ap-
pointments available from 
Wednesday this week for Co-
vid-19 booster jabs for people 
born in 1966 and 1967 (55 and 
54 years old) and earlier.  

In addition, from Tuesday 
this week, an appointment can 
be made to vaccinate children 
under seven and six years of 
age (those born in 2014 and 
2015) with first doses. 

Appointments for those 50 
and over are expected to be 
opened up next week from 12 
or 13 January, as well as those 
aged 5 from 10 January. 

Regional Health Minister 
Jesús Aguirre said at the press 
conference following the meet-
ing of scientific experts - this 
week held in Malaga - that the 
group of 55 and 54 year olds 
represents “a total of 262,000 
Andalusians”, adding that dur-
ing this weekend “all health 
centres will be vaccinating”. 

 For adults, the third, booster 
dose is available if six months 
have passed since the second 
dose of Pfizer or Moderna, 
three months since the second 
dose of AstraZeneca vaccine 
and three months since vacci-
nation with Janssen.

Booster jabs 
rollout continues 
with people in 
their 50s

Pre-departure tests for 
England dropped and 
Day 2 test rules change 

Pre-departure testing is no 
longer required for fully vacci-
nated people returning to Eng-
land. Neither will arrivals to the 
UK have to isolate until they get 
a negative PCR test. The 
changes come into effect today 
(7 January). PM Boris Johnson 
said that the relaxation was due 
to the previous measures hav-
ing little impact now.  From 9 
January, fully vaccinated travel-
lers arriving in England will be 
able to take a cheaper lateral 
flow test by the end of day two 
after arrival, instead of a PCR. 
Self-isolation will only be re-
quired in the case of a positive 
test. At the time of going to 
press, it had not been an-
nounced whether other parts of 
the UK would follow England’s 
lead in easing the rules. 

Dense ‘taró’ fog caused by warm air moving over the cold sea af-
fected much of the Costa del Sol this week. On Tuesday morning it 
was so thick that Malaga Airport was put on alert, with some planes 
delayed up to two hours between 6am and 10am. Passengers com-
mented that even road signs into the terminal were unreadable. 

Flight delays at 
Malaga due to ‘taró’ 
fog phenomenon 

 ÑITO SALAS

i   To follow detailed local data 
on case rates in your area and 
other figures around Covid-19 : 
www.surinenglish.com

The Junta said this week 
that it would ask for an 
extension to the rule 
requiring Covid passports 
in hospitality venues  
until 31 January 
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The Three Wise Men sailed into  Puerto Banús with gifts for the children of Marbella.  JOSELE

The Kings arrived in Fuengirola by police helicopter.  SUR

I. GELIBTER / SUR 

T raditional ‘cabalgata’ pa-
rades returned to the 
streets of cities, towns and 

villages across Spain on Wednes-
day as the Three Wise Men from 
the East and their extravagant 
entourages arrived bearing gifts 
for the children. 

Last year the pandemic pre-

vented the ‘Reyes Magos’ 
Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar 
from making the grand entrances 
they are used to, but on Wednes-
day in many towns they were 
able to parade through the 
streets, albeit with Covid precau-
tions in place. 

The air buzzed with excite-
ment among the youngsters who 
lined the streets in Malaga city, 
hoping to catch some of the 
sweets thrown out by the Kings 
or their many colourful helpers. 
The floats carrying Their Majes-
ties and their pages were accom-
panied by colourful street enter-
tainers and cartoon characters. 

Every 5 January the Kings like 
to use various means of trans-
port. In Alhaurín el Grande they 
travelled on their traditional cam-
els, but they chose to arrive in 
Fuengirola by helicopter and in 
Puerto Banús by yacht.  

In towns where the authori-
ties had cancelled parades as a 
precaution the Kings spent most 
of the day greeting youngsters 
who were eager to deliver their 
letters in person. 

And after hours of waving and 
smiling their real work began, 
delivering gifts for children - and 
grown-ups - to find on the morn-
ing of 6 January.

Three Kings deliver cheer  
to round off the holiday

‘REYES MAGOS’ IN PICTURES

King Balthazar greets the crowds in Malaga.  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

Camels carried them into Alhaurín el  Grande.  A. JIMÉNEZ

After last year’s  
absence, traditional 
parades returned to 
the streets, with Covid 
precautions

JESÚS HINOJOSA 

MALAGA. His name is Adam, he 
weighed in at 3.74 kilos and meas-
ured 51 centimetres long. He was 
the first baby born in Malaga prov-
ince in 2022, and the little one 
made his appearance at Malaga’s 
Hospital Materno Infantil at 
2.42am on the morning of 1 Janu-
ary, the Junta de Andalucía’s Min-
istry of Health reported. 

Adam was the fourth baby of 
the new year to be born in Anda-

lucía. Rocío had the honour of be-
ing the first at the Hospital de 
Jerez de la Frontera (Cadiz) at 
0.33am, followed by Jenifer, who 
was born at 0.49am in Seville. 
The third was a baby girl born 
prematurely in Granada, at 
1.25am. 

The first baby of the new year 
born in Spain was Alexa, she  
made her debut just as the 
clocks finished chiming mid-
night at the Sant Pau Hospital 
in Barcelona.  

Meet Adam, the first baby born 
in Malaga province this year 
and the fourth in Andalucía

The nursing team at the Hospital Materno Infantil in Malaga with the newborn.  SUR
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Arsonist arrested 
filming fire brigade 

Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO.  Local Police  
in Malaga arrested a 42-year-
old man while he was record-
ing a blaze that he himself had 
started in the El Bulto district 
of the city. The incident hap-
pened at around 10.30pm on 
27 December. A witness had 
alerted the emergency services 
to a burning rubbish bin. Police 
spotted a man fitting the de-
scription given by the witness,  
filming the firefighters on his 
phone and after a short chase, 
arrested him.

112 REPORTS

Malaga firefighters.  SUR

FUENGIROLA 

Violent killer admitted 
to psychiatric centre 

Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO.  The Provin-
cial Court in Malaga has ordered 
that a mentally ill man be ad-
mitted to a psychiatric centre 
for up to 24 years for the violent 
murder of his mother and her 
pet cats on 6 May, 2018. The 
man, 41, suffers from para-
noid schizophrenia and at the 
time of the murder was not ad-
hering to treatment. The man 
killed his mother using a 
kitchen knife as she was pack-
ing for a move to a new house 
in Coín. 

MALAGA  

Man stabbed over  
a stolen TV 

Á. FRÍAS / J. CANO.  A 48-year-
old woman has been arrested 
in the Las Flores district of 
Malaga after police were called 
on New Year’s Eve to report a 
robbery and a seriously injured 
person. On arrival at the ad-
dress, they found a 42-year-old 
man lying in a pool of blood. The 
woman, who was renting the 
property, said that she had 
awoken to find the TV gone and 
had accused the man of steal-
ing it. She is alleged to have 
stabbed him with a 17cm knife.  

Marbella, Fuengirola and 
Benalmádena already 
have the project under 
way; other towns such as 
Torremolinos and Mijas 
are yet to commit to the 
initiative 

IVÁN GELIBTER 

COSTA DEL SOL. Several larger 
towns along the Costa del Sol have 
committed to a plan to provide a 
free urban bus service for resi-
dents. The measure will not only 
be implemented for the benefit 
of the local people’s pockets, but 

also to promote the use of public 
transport in a bid aimed at a sig-
nificant reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

One of the first towns to propose 
the measure was Marbella, which, 
since May 2019, has offered free 
urban bus services for registered 
residents who possess the free Mu-
nicipal Mobility Card issued by the 
town hall. There are currently 
69,765 active cards in Marbella, 
15 per cent of which are gold cards 
issued to the over-65s. 

The initiative will also be in-
troduced in Fuengirola. The 
town’s mayor, Ana Mula, said that 
the new service would be fully 
functional this year and that it 

would promote “sustainable mo-
bility with improved frequency, 
reduced waiting times and incor-
porate new routes using low-con-
sumption buses,” the mayor  
explained.  

Benalmádena already offers 
free bus tickets for pensioners 
and students and public trans-
port will be free to all residents 
during the first  few months of 
2022. The town hall is also con-
sidering increasing the frequency 
and routes of the service. 

In Torremolinos and Mijas, ur-
ban public transport is not free 
for residents, but Mijas has been 
offering a free shuttle service to 
tourist hot spots for several years.

Larger towns on the Costa del Sol to  
offer free bus service for residents

The affected parts of the 
path have been closed to 
the public in order to be 
dismantled and 
completely rebuilt 

TONY BRYANT 

MIJAS. Mijas town hall has an-
nounced that the repair work to 
the three sections of the coastal 
path affected by last November’s 
storms will begin next week. 

The work will be carried out in 
the areas of Doña Lola, Oceano 
Beach and Calahonda Beach, all 
of which suffered severe damage 
to the foundations of the wooden 
footpath and the railings. 

 Parts of the walkway in these 
areas were totally destroyed by 

the strong winds and five-me-
tre-high waves that battered the 
coastal areas during a storm that 
caused more serious damage 
than previous episodes of rough 
weather. 

The affected parts of the path 
have been closed to the public in 
order to be dismantled and com-
pletely rebuilt.  

In the case of the section in 
Doña Lola, one of the worst af-
fected areas, the glass railings, 
the cantilevered platform and re-
taining wall will also have to be 
replaced. A breakwater will be in-
stalled to minimise further dam-
age by future storms. 

The works have an approxi-
mate budget of 280,000 euros and 
an execution period of three 
months.

Work starts to reconstruct 
parts of Mijas’ coastal path 

Initiative to provide free buses.  SUR

IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. Rafaelillo, a much-
loved dwarf Portuguese Po-
dengo, owned by the family of 
José Manuel Vela in Malaga, 
was known to be a bit jumpy. 
When the family made plans 
to celebrate New Year’s Eve 
away from home in a hotel in 
Nerja, they warned the dog’s 
carer in the city that he might 
make a run for it when he was 
out on a walk. And the dog did 
just that. As soon as he heard 
the news, José headed back to 
the city to join with neighbours 
and friends searching for the 
dog. At around 10pm, a young 
couple spotted a very scared 
dog that had taken refuge in 
the door of the Cathedral and 
posted his picture on social 
media. With the help of the 
Malaga Animal Protection So-
ciety, José was soon reunited 
with the distraught runaway.

Lost dog that hid in 
Malaga Cathedral 
on New Year’s Eve 
reunited with 
owners

T. BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. The town hall in 
Fuengirola has requested that 
the Junta de Andalucía inves-
tigate the cause of the death 
of hundreds of fish in the 
Fuengirola river.  

The dead fish - believed to 
be mullet - could be seen 
floating in the stretch of river 
between Sohail Castle and Mi-
ramar shopping centre ear-
lier this week. 

The council said this week 
that it has found no evidence 
of toxins from the town’s sew-
age system, suggesting that 
the problem could have arisen 
in a different municipality 
through which the river flows.

Investigation 
launched to find 
cause of dead fish 
in Fuengirola river 

Runaway and owner reunited.  SUR
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JUAN CANO
 

MALAGA. A 19-year-old boy out 
with a friend for an evening. A 20-
year-old, running across the AP-7 
motorway, naked. A soldier, 24, 
who throws himself into a swim-
ming pool after partying all night. 
A girl, 20, consuming with her boy-
friend. A mother in her thirties go-
ing for a night out with her friends. 
A 31-year-old British man trying 
to jump from a balcony into a 
swimming pool, although from 
that distance it was impossible for 
him to reach the water.    

All these cases, which have 
been reported by SUR in recent 
months, are different types of 
people in very different situa-
tions, but there is a common de-
nominator: analyses carried out 
after their deaths show that they 
all tested positive for one or more 
drugs. The National Police and 
the Institute of Legal Medicine 
(IML) have begun investigations 
after a sharp increase in deaths 
associated with consumption of 
drugs in Malaga province. 

The data is still being studied 
and it is being refined as much 
as possible to only include deaths 
with certain characteristics: 
young or middle-aged people 
who were not known to have any 
illnesses, who took drugs more 
or less occasionally and, in gen-
eral, did so when they were out 
for the evening.    

To put it another way, deaths 
which are hard to explain unless 
they occurred from an adverse re-
action to psychotropic drugs, and 
ruling out cases of acute drug ad-
diction and illnesses associated 
with it. On the other hand, the 
study has included deaths through 
other causes such as being run 
over, drowning or falls, where it 
has been shown that the victims 
had consumed drugs and their 
deaths were the result of “unusual” 
behaviour such as stripping na-
ked and crossing a dual carriage-
way in the middle of the night.  

Period of study 
The period being studied cov-
ers a couple of months, from 
mid-August to mid-October last 
year. During that time there were 
more than 25 deaths in Malaga 
province  associated with the 
consumption of narcotic sub-
stances, although some may be 
discounted in the end if, after 
investigation, other causes of 
death are found. Curiously, there 
are only two women among the 
victims.   

To understand the dimensions 
of this rise in drug-related deaths, 
this newspaper has consulted dif-
ferent police, forensic and legal 
sources to see what the average 
per month would normally be in 
Malaga province.  

“It is rare for there to be more 
than four in a month,” one of 
them told us. In the period be-
ing analysed, the average is more 
than 12 a month, in other words 
three times higher than usual.  

The different specialists we 
consulted said, however, that 
there could be many factors be-
hind this rise in deaths. One, as 
simple as it may seem, is the pan-
demic and easing of restrictions 
due to the mass vaccination of 

the population. “That could have 
led many people to feel more un-
inhibited than usual, because they 
had not been able to go out for so 
long,” said one source from the 
judiciary.  

Another of the factors to be 
taken into account is that these 
deaths occurred in the summer, 
when more people are inclined 
to go out late at night, so one of 
the variables of the study is to 
compare this with the same time 

in previous years, although ob-
viously 2020 does not serve as 
a reference. 

 In 2019 there was also an in-
crease, but “not as pronounced 
as this one,” and curiously it 
didn’t occur in the summer but 
during the spring.   

Possible adulteration 

The third factor has more to do 
with the composition of the sub-
stances than with sociology and 

this is the one, really, which most 
concerns the authorities.  

The shadow that hangs over 
each of these increases is the pos-
sibility that the drugs had been 
adulterated, which is why it is es-
sential to determine which types 
the people who died had taken.  

The drug present in most of 
these deaths is cocaine, although 
in several cases ecstasy had been 
taken, such as José Carlos, a 19-
year-old who lived in the Neth-
erlands and had come back to 
Malaga for a holiday to see his 
mother and brother. He died on 
16 August after ingesting several 
tablets while out partying with a 
friend. The police arrested three 
people in connection with this 
case.  

One of the possibilities is that 
the cocaine had been cut with 
some substance in a lethal pro-
portion, and this appears to have 
been what happened in Cáceres, 
where two people died and an-
other 15 were poisoned after an 
excessive amount of atropine (a 
substance that acts on the cen-
tral nervous system, first by 
stimulating it and then depress-
ing it) in the white powder.  

However, another possibility 
being considered by the special-
ists is that it hadn’t even been 
adulterated, but the victims had 
simply snorted cocaine of a 
higher purity. 

“It could be that some of those 
who died, many of whom were 
foreigners, were used to consum-
ing lower purity cocaine in their 
own country. If they come here 
on holiday and snort more than 
they normally would and on top of 
that it has a higher percentage of 
cocaine, that could explain an ad-
verse reaction,” said one of the 
sources we consulted.  

“They need to get to the root of 
the problem,” said a source. “The 
most important thing here is to 
go through the chain and find 
the stash which the drugs they 
consumed came from and ana-
lyse it to see what it is made of. 
That is the only way to find out 
with certainty whether the drugs 
had been adulterated or not,” he 
said.  

Experts study rise in deaths 
involving young people and 
drugs on the Costa del Sol

There were more than 25 cases in Malaga 
province in just two months last  summer, and 
many of the victims were only in their twenties

During the period under 
investigation, the number 
of deaths after taking drugs 
was three times higher 
than usual in the province 

Police are also investigating 
cases where people were 
run over or had drowned 
after taking drugs and 
behaving strangely
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MALAGA 

30m aid package for 
Malaga hotel chain  

P. MARTÍNEZ.  The government 
has authorised a 30-million-
euro grant to help save the  
Malaga-based Soho Boutique 
group hotel chain. It will be a 
mixture of a loan for shares 
and an ordinary loan.  

The chain opened its first 
hotel in Malaga in 2014 and 
now has 34 in different parts 
of Spain. It currently offers the 
largest number of hotel beds 
in Malaga city. 

MALAGA 

Iberia affiliate, Air 
Nostrum looks for crew 

SUR IN ENGLISH.  Air Nostrum, 
Iberia’s franchised airline for 
regional flights, is set to hire 
new cabin crew. There will be 
a selection in Malaga next week 
(13 January) at the NH Malaga 
hotel from 9.30am 

Those interested should 
send their CVs to Air Nostrum 
using this weblink: 
https://jobs.airnostrum.es/ and 
attend the interview without 
waiting for an invitation. 

IN BRIEF

MALAGA / MADRID  

The amount of people 
out of work is nearly back 
to its pre-pandemic 
levels and there are 
record numbers in work 
in Spain, official data says  

F. JIMÉNEZ / J. M. CAMARERO 

Malaga province, including the 
Costa del Sol, ended 2021 with 
44,732 unemployed, fewer than 
the start of the year. The increase 
in those in work has not quite 
brought the jobless totals down 
to the same level at the start of 
the coronavirus pandemic, but 
almost. 

At the end of 2019, there were  
148,845 out of work locally. This 
compares to 151,554 recorded 
in the province by the regional 
government’s employment serv-
ice at the end of 2021.  

The updated local figure for the 
end of December was 1,471 down 
on a month earlier, after a rise of 
three months at the end of the 
summer tourist season. The fall in 

unemployment locally during 
2021 was 22.79%, a little above 
the fall nationally of 20.12%. 
Malaga has been the best per-
forming province for job creation 
in Andalucía. 

The service sector particularly 
benefitted with new work last 
month, with extra hiring going 
into the Christmas season. 

National data 

Spain clawed back 776,000 jobs  
in 2021, with unemployment 
dropping to 3.1 million, according 
to Social Security data. There are 
now a record 19.8 million people 
nationally paying into the Social 
Security system through being in 
work, up even from before the 
start of the pandemic. Just over 
100,000 were still on furlough 
schemes in Spain in December. 

Number of unemployed in 
Malaga province falls 
almost 45,000 in a year 

FUENGIROLA 

TONY BRYANT.  Fuengirola town 
hall is moving forward with the 
project for the future Mercacen-
tro market building, which will 
replace the old one on the same 
site. It says it will become the 
“commercial epicentre and sym-
bol of the new Fuengirola”. 

It is hoped that the new shop-
ping centre, which the town hall 
described as “an important mile-
stone for local economic pro-
gress”, will contribute to improv-
ing the image of the town, mak-
ing it more “commercially dy-
namic and attractive” to local 

businesses. 
The current market, on the 

junction opposite the Cercanías 
train station, dates from the 
1980s. The town’s mayor, Ana 
Mula, explained that because of 
the building’s aesthetics and char-
acteristics, it has poor accessibil-
ity and lacks natural light. There-
fore, its demolition is planned in 
order to build a new one. 

The avant-garde design, cho-
sen from 13 ideas submitted dur-
ing a contest last year, will have 
two floors and is based on arches 
and metallic lattices, which will 
distribute the light and serve as 
an energy saving element.

Town hall makes progress 
with new market building

Mayor Ana Mula visits the old centre on Monday to discuss plans.  SUR

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

The service sector 
particularly benefitted 
last month, with more 
work going into the 
Christmas season 
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Homeowners in Almáchar, 
Macharaviaya and Iznate 
are demanding greater 
police presence after five 
thefts in the last month 

EUGENIO CABEZAS
 

AXARQUÍA. Around fifty residents 
spread over the villages of 
Macharaviaya, Iznate and 
Almáchar took to the streets last 
Tuesday to protest over “a wave” 
of burglaries in rural properties in 
the area and have demanded a 
greater police presence after five 
houses have been burgled in the 
last month. 

According to Miguel Ángel Me-

rino and Yolanda Pérez, who live 
in the area, the thefts have taken 
place in the early hours of the 
morning and in properties that 
were empty at the time, as the own-
ers only spend weekends or holi-
days there. 

“We need more police presence 
and Guardia Civil in the area, or 
the villages need to create rural 
guard posts to monitor the roads,“ 
said Merino. 

In the latest incident thieves 
completely ransacked a property, 
taking household appliances, a 
telescope, clothes and other valu-
ables. “But what hurt me the most 
and humiliated me was that they 
urinated on one of the beds and in 
the kitchen, it was disgusting,” the 

victim, Antonio, told TV pro-
gramme Canal Sur during the pro-
test last Tuesday. 

There are also cases of ‘squat-
ters’ in empty houses, with at least 

one house currently believed to be 
illegally occupied. The local coun-
cils have written a letter to the re-
gional government demanding 
that action be taken. 

Residents denounce 
“wave” of burglaries 
in the Axarquía

Around 50 people took to the streets after a wave of burglaries.  SUR

A. NOGUÉS
 

MALAGA. A magnitude 3.5 earth-
quake in Granada province on 
Wednesday morning (5 Janu-
ary) was also felt in different ar-
eas of Malaga province. 

The seismic movement was 
registered at 11.19 am with its 
epicentre in the town of Len-
tegí, according to Spain’s Na-
tional Geographic Institute 
(IGN). 

The IGN said the tremor was 
felt in several municipalities on 
the Granada province coast in-
cluding Almuñécar, Guájar-
Faragüit, Otívar and Salobreña. 
In Malaga province it was felt 
from Nerja to Malaga city. No 
personal injuries or material 
damage have been recorded.

Granada province  
magnitude 3.5  
earthquake is felt 
on Costa del Sol

TORROX 

Contract awarded for 
Torrox funeral parlour 

E. C.  Torrox town hall has 
awarded a contract to develop 
a plot of land on the coast with 
a view to turning it into the 
town’s first funeral parlour. Cur-
rently Torrox residents have to 
travel to the funeral homes in 
Vélez-Málaga or Nerja for fu-
nerals. The contract has been 
awarded to the company 
Smarttech Systems S. L.

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA 

Officer fired after 
helping drugs gang  

E. C.  A Guardia Civil officer who 
fought a lengthy legal battle to 
prevent himself from being 
kicked out of the force after he 
was found guilty of assisting 
drug smugglers, has been ex-
pelled. He was caught in 2009 
and sentenced in 2019 to 18 
months in prison and a fine of 
713,644 euros for crimes 
against public health.

HERE AND THERE

NERJA 

E. C.  Nerja town hall has recruited 
six new officers to its local police 
force, with the recruits starting in 
their posts last week. 

Nerja Mayor, José Alberto Ar-
mijo, welcomed the new officers  
and wished them “all the luck” in 
their work. “Your incorporation 
into the staff of the local police of 

Nerja is a clear indicator of the 
commitment of this government 
to ensure that the police force has 
the necessary human resources,” 
said the mayor in a statement.  

With these additions, the num-
ber of local police staff now stands 
at 40 and there are plans to fill a 
further 10 vacancies through sec-
ondments this year, bringing the 
total to 50 officers.

Six new local police officer 
positions created in Nerja

The six new officers with mayor José Alberto Armijo and other officials.  SUR

MALAGA 

E. C.  Malaga’s provincial author-
ity, the Diputación, is to allo-
cate 2,26 million euros to im-
prove four wastewater treat-
ment plants, located in 
Alameda, Alcaucín, Canillas 
de Albaida and Frigiliana.  

The reform and modernisa-
tion of the facilities will be 
managed by the Provincial Wa-
ter Consortium of Malaga and 
are part of an overall package 
of works that will continue in 
2022 and that will cost ten mil-
lion euros. 

The deputy for the Environ-
ment, Inland Tourism and Cli-
mate Change, Cristóbal Or-
tega, announced the invest-
ment on Tuesday, stressing 
“the need to maintain the in-
frastructures that exist in the 
province so that they continue 
to function correctly.” 

Malaga’s provincial 
authority invests in 
upgrading water 
treatment plants

Torre del Mar promenade.  E. C.

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Three-million euro 
boost for tourism 

E. C.  Kings’ Day came early for 
Vélez-Málaga town hall as on 
Monday it received almost 
three million euros in Euro-
pean funding to improve its 
tourism infrastructure. The 
money will be divided into four 
areas: sustainable transition, 
energy efficiency, digital tran-
sition and competitiveness.
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CASARES 

The waste management 
centre boasts special 
equipment which rescues 
recyclable materials from 
general rubbish  

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS
 

MARBELLA. Everyone knows what  
igloo-shaped bottle banks look 
like; in fact, glass is one of the  
items that people recycle most 
and it is very easy to keep it sepa-
rate from the rest of the rubbish. 
That’s why it is surprising to learn 
that last year the Complejo Am-
biental Costa del Sol recovered 
4,000 tonnes of glass from tradi-
tional rubbish bins. This is espe-
cially so when you bear in mind 
that 11,226 tonnes were placed 
in bottle banks and collected by 
the Mancomunidad de Municipios’ 
street collection service.  

In fact, it represents over one-
quarter of the 15 tonnes that are 
collected altogether. This is by 
no means an excuse for people 
not to recycle their glass items, 
but the environmental complex 
tries to separate as many recy-
clable materials from domestic 
rubbish as possible so they can 
be used again. In 2017, Urbaser 
invested in special glass recov-
ery equipment, so that it can be 
separated from the rest of the or-
ganic material. 

The company which holds the 
concession for the plant in 
Casares treats everything that 
arrives from the blue, yellow and 
grey rubbish bins, for example   
cardboard, plastic and organic 
waste. Lorry loads of old furni-

ture and other household items 
are also brought here. 

The glass is collected by Eco-
vidrio, a company which has 
3,286 bottle banks on the Costa 
del Sol. This was the first type of 
recycling container to be installed 
in the region and this year marks 
30 years since they were first in-
troduced in Spain.   

When the refuse lorries arrive, 
they unload into big pits. It is easy 
to see at first glance that recy-
cling is not as common as you 
would expect, and that among 
the remains of food and face 
masks there are numerous yo-
ghurt pots, milk and juice car-
tons and crisp packets as well as 
broken jars and bottles and an 
infinity of coffee capsules and 
aluminium tops from wine bot-
tles. In fact, the main reason for 
incorporating new equipment in 
2017 was the proliferation of the 
new types of coffee machines 
which use capsules, because this 
changed the way people prepared 
coffee and created a new waste 
product.  

Huge pits 
The operators use big mechani-
cal grabs to remove the rubbish 
from the pits and place it on con-
veyor belts to start the process 
of separation and treatment. 
Every grab picks up 2.5 tonnes 
of waste and each operator deals 
with about 300 per shift.  

As soon as the items start to 
move on the belt, the workers re-
move bigger ones such as tow-
els, pieces of wood and mat-
tresses during an initial manual 
sorting process. After that, a sec-
ond process begins, in which the 
materials are separated onto dif-

ferent conveyor belts. In total, 
two kilometres in 167 sections.  

After the manual sorting 
comes the ballistic system, a den-
simetric table that detects the 
density of the items through the 
way they move. Then there are 
innovative separation tech-
niques, such as bar screens and 
optical separators, which enable 
pieces of glass measuring be-
tween ten and 50 millimetres to 
be recovered. Previously, this 
would not have been possible. 
After passing through the rub-
bish containers, the lorries, the 

pits and the grabs, the glass is 
in very tiny pieces. Once these 
have been separated, the ma-
chinery propels them into dif-
ferent areas.  

Fermentation 

The organic waste continues its 
journey to the fermentation bays. 
They are in a space which is 
13,000 square metres in size, 
equivalent to two football 
pitches. This is where the rub-
bish spends eight weeks in or-
der to ferment, and from there, 
more glass will be retrieved.    

In order for this to be done, 
the organic waste goes to the re-
fining plant, which as its name 
suggests, refines it with a final 
filtering. The material obtained 
sets off on a new route, from 
which the organic part will go 
for compost and the coffee cap-
sules, aluminium strips from 
the necks of wine bottles and 
the pieces of glass are deposited 
in specific containers. 

The Mancomunidad’s dele-
gate for urban solid waste, Juan 
Luis Villalón, said: “Thanks to 
this technology we can recover 
a lot of material which is poten-
tially recyclable from our rub-
bish, including glass, which is 
100 per cent recyclable.”  

He added: “By doing this, we 
ensure that these quantities of 
glass do not end up in landfill 
and contaminate the compost 
which is obtained as the final 
product after the refinement of 
the organic waste. 

“The large amount we recover 
shows how important it is to 
continue to work on informa-
tion and awareness campaigns 
so people don’t throw bottles 
and glass jars into the rubbish 
containers instead of putting 
them into the bottle banks.”

The conveyor belt at the rubbish treatment plant in Casares.  JOAQUINA DUEÑAS

Costa refuse plant 
saves tonnes of 
unrecycled glass 
from landfill

Treasures found 
among the rubbish 

As well as the glass, metal and 
aluminium elements are also 
separated out at the Complejo 
Ambiental Costa del Sol and lost 
objects are sometimes discov-
ered among them. The workers 
in this department found some 
real treasures last year. There 
are often items of cutlery, some 
of which are silver, but also 
quite a lot of jewellery.   

The plant is currently hold-

ing about 1,500 pieces of jewel-
lery containing about 3.5 kilos 
of gold in total, all of them 
found among the rubbish. Most 
are wedding rings, but some 
with diamonds have also been 
discovered.  

You wouldn’t think anything 
found among domestic waste 
could be romantic, but last year 
the staff discovered a letter 
written by a soldier to his girl-
friend 47 years ago, dated 21 
April 1974. Unbelievably, it was 
still in very good condition. 

TORREMOLINOS 

Carmen procession  
gains special status 

SUR.  The Junta de Andalucía has 
declared the procession of the 
Virgen del Carmen in La Carihu-
ela, Torremolinos, to be a Festi-
val of Tourist Interest. The re-
gion’s delegate for Tourism in 
Malaga, Nuria Rodríguez, met 
with the new mayor of Torremo-
linos, Margarita del Cid, on Mon-
day to confirm the promotion. Ro-
dríguez said, “Although Torremo-

linos stands out for its beaches, 
its gastronomy, its important ho-
tels and its location a few min-
utes from Malaga Airport, added 
authenticity is provided by cele-
brations such as the Virgen del 
Carmen procession, a unique and 
highly anticipated event.” 

The procession is held on 16 
July and attracts more that 25,000 
spectators. It starts in the fishing 
district of La Carihuela from the 
parish of Nuestra Señora del Car-
men and concludes at Rincón del 
Sol beach where the traditional 
seafaring mass is held.

COSTA DEL SOL 

Costa stores can open  
26 Sundays in 2022 

JUAN SOTO.  Large stores in Malaga 
city, as well as the main Costa re-
sorts from Manilva to Nerja, will 
be able to open on 26 out of 52 
Sundays in 2022, plus some pub-
lic holidays. This year Malaga city 
joins the list of towns declared as 
of ‘Gran Afluencia Turística’ which 
entitles them to more retail free-
dom due to the large numbers of 
tourists. Stores and shopping cen-
tres will now be able to open every 
day at Easter, as well as every Sun-
day during the summer months 
and in December, among others.

BENALMÁDENA 

Three Kings bring special 
rucksacks for children 

TONY BRYANT.  The Benalmádena 
port authorities have joined with 
the local council in order to 
make the Three Kings’ visit a 
“magical day” for children. More 
than 1,000 rucksacks contain-
ing gifts were distributed among 
the children who attended  the 
arrival by boat of the Magi on 
Wednesday.  

The new Omicron variant of 
the coronavirus meant that the 
Three Kings could not embark  
on their tour of the streets again 
this year. Part of the procession.  SUR

HERE AND THERE
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H
e is becoming quite well-
known on the streets of 
Malaga. Isaac Bousnane, 

35, who is originally from Mes-
quine in Morocco, has become a 
hairdresser to the homeless in 
the city. First thing in the morn-
ing he prepares his backpack, 
putting in all the tools he needs 
to smarten up even the most un-
tidy beards. He then starts his 
tour of the parks, squares and 
corners where, with difficulty, 
those who have almost lost hope 
of ever getting a roof over their 
head again survive. In Malaga 
about 150 people are in this 
situation, according to the coun-
cil’s Social Rights department.  

These visits have become a 
way for this barber to “recharge 
energy” and he usually makes 
them on his days off. It was when 
the lockdown ended that he de-
cided to help people who live in 
the streets and have no way of 
paying for haircuts themselves. 
He was living in Marbella at that 
time and he came up with this 
idea when he suddenly realised 
how many people he had seen 
living rough. “I want to carry on 
doing this for the rest of my life,” 
he says.   

“Actually, it isn’t so much that 
they need a haircut; what they   
appreciate is being able to let off 
steam and have someone listen 
to them,” says Bousnane. 

 He always takes the opportu-
nity to stress the message that 
it is never too late to start again, 

and he says that is what he wants 
to do, to help them to regain 
enough confidence to take con-
trol of their lives again and get 
off the streets.  

Today, Bousnane makes his 
first stop in the Plaza de la 
Merced. On a corner, taking ad-
vantage of the heat from a frit-
ter stall a few metres away, three 
people are sitting on a bench. 
They are surrounded by suit-
cases, wine cartons and alcohol 
bottles. He approaches them con-
fidently. “Good morning, how 
are you? I’m a hairdresser and 
wondered if anyone would like 
a haircut,” he says.  

There is silence for a few sec-
onds. The only woman in the 
group, 51-year-old Rosa María 
González, finally perks up, rather 

incredulous at this stroke of 
luck. While Bousnane 

places a gown around 
her neck and searches 

for his comb and scis-
sors in his bag, they 
start to converse. 
She tells him he can 
call her Rosi. He 
talks to her with as 
much affection as he 

would one of his rela-
tives, or like a friend. 

“You wait and see 
how pretty you’re going 

to look; they’ll all be fight-
ing over you,” he jokes, to 

which she laughs out loud.  
Carefully, he starts to untangle 

the knots which have been in her 

hair for days. “It’s OK, you can 
pull it, there is enough pain in 
my soul scarring me already. It 
doesn’t matter if a bit of my hair 
comes out,” says Rosi, trying to 
smile but not really succeeding.  

As he works, she starts to tell 
him some of the things that have 
happened to her in life. In her 
two lives, really, because her 
homelessness marks a before 
and an after. She says she was 
always the cheerful one in her 
household, but two years ago she 
lost her job and then other prob-
lems started to occur. Over-
whelmed, she sought solace in 
drink and that addiction ended 
up with her living on the street.   
 
Overcoming addictions 
“Most people in this situation 
have problems with drugs or al-
coholism or with their families. 
The main problem is that they 
think they will never be able to 
get out of this and start again 
from scratch,” says Bousnane. 
But they can, as he knows, be-
cause he is an example. Although 
he was never without a roof over 
his head, he says he lost every-
thing when he tried to set up a 
business and the people who 
were going to be his partners dis-
appeared with all the money.  

Isaac Bousnane began his life 
over again from “less then zero”, 
he says. He had no alternative but 
to accept his new situation be-
cause giving in, even though he 
often felt he didn’t have the 
strength to go on, was just not an 
option. 

 “These people have to face up 
to the situation they are in and  
overcome their addictions,” he 
says. He knows this is not an easy 
task, but nor is it impossible. He 
says so to these clients, respect-
fully, but without mincing his 
words.  

The woman whose hair he has 
just cut gives him a big hug, 
which he reciprocates with genu-
ine warmth. After sweeping up 
the hair on the ground and dis-
infecting his equipment, he puts 
it back in his rucksack and con-
tinues on his rounds. As we walk 
down Calle Alcazabilla he mar-
vels at how beautiful Malaga is. 
“That’s what I want to do: to 
make people who can’t afford to 
go to a hairdresser feel beauti-
ful too,” he explains.  

His next stop is the Paseo del 
Parque. As he approaches the 
open-air theatre at the Eduardo 
Ocón auditorium, he sees a fa-
miliar face. It is Daniel Kamin-
ski, a 35-year-old from Poland, 
who has set out his few belong-
ings in an area surrounded by 
trees, to give himself a certain 
privacy. Bousnane has already 
trimmed his beard once before, 
and he jumps at the chance of a 
second shave.  

A hairdresser 
giving hope 
to the 
homeless

 Society.  Isaac Bousnane, 35, 
spends his days off giving 
free haircuts to people 
who are living 
rough, to 
encourage them 
to pick up their 
lives again

Isaac Bousnane cutting  
the hair of a homeless  
man.  FRANCIS SILVA 

IRENE 
QUIRANTE
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ate “a chain effect” to help peo-
ple who are in a situation of ex-
treme vulnerability.    

It is with that in mind that he 
posts some of his work on his In-
stagram account (IG: Isaac 
Vantino), with before-and-after 
photos of people who are living 
in the streets. He says he has re-
ceived messages from several 
people who are also interested 
in doing something to help. He 
is also thinking of giving lessons 
to apprentice barbers and for his 
students to become fully involved 
in the experience. “That way we 
could reach more people and be 
of more help,” he says.   

Bousnane also says he gains 
more than he gives when he im-
proves the appearance of peo-
ple in need.  

“I have learned a great deal 
since I started doing this; it helps 
me to realise how lucky I am and 
to get to know people who have 
their own story and are some-
times not even treated as human 
beings,” he says. 

 This hairdresser is an exam-
ple of the fact that, despite eve-
rything, there is still a place in 
this world for humanity and  
empathy. 

While the hairdresser is get-
ting everything ready, he asks 
Daniel how he is, whether he has 
been looking for work and 
whether he has been able to talk 
to his family. 

 “I need help,” says Kaminski. 
He doesn’t think he is capable of 
giving up drugs on his own, or 
getting out of the hole he feels 
trapped in. He thinks nobody 
will want to employ him because 
he has no papers and isn’t flu-
ent in Spanish, although he 
speaks and understands enough 
to hold a conversation.   

“You have to make the effort 
and ask; there are people who 
speak less Spanish than you and 
don’t have papers either, and 
they manage to find work,” says 
Bousnane, trying to motivate 
him. Despite the man’s despon-
dency, the barber doesn’t lose 
patience and doesn’t stop trying 
to convince Kaminski that if he 
puts his mind to it, he will even-
tually find a job. However, he tells 
him he needs to “change your 
attitude, because all this is in the 
mind”.     

To him, everything is clear. 
“These people need someone to 
give them a bit of a push, to help 

them recover their self-esteem,” 
he says. He hopes that some of 
these people whose hair he cuts 
and beards he trims free of 
charge will find the confidence 
they need to take back control 
of their lives. 

“There are some people who 
I never see on the street nowa-
days; maybe they went back  
to their own countries or they 
asked for help. I want to  
think that things are better for 
them now, anyway,” he says,  
optimistically.  

A chain effect 

Bousnane wants this social pro-
ject that he is carrying out on 
his own during the pandemic to 
end up doing even more good 
one day. His aim, he says, is for 
more hairdressers in Malaga, 
and even in other towns and cit-
ies, to join the initiative and cre-

“It isn’t the haircut so 
much; what they really 
need is to let off steam 
and have someone listen 
to them”  

Bousnane stresses the 
same message to the 
homeless people he 
meets: “It’s never too late 
to start again”

Isaac returns the hug of a woman after cutting her hair.  F. SILVA

At the Eduardo Ocón auditorium shaving a man.  F. SILVA
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D
etails of a strange and 
intriguing legal dispute 
emerged this week, in 

which a woman approached 
Spain’s Constitutional Court 
after a judge in the Balearic Is-
lands dismissed her case. Mis-
leadingly, the story has been 
reported by some publications 
as proof that the country’s 
highest tribunal - a panel re-
sponsible for making prece-
dent-setting decisions about 
citizens’ fundamental rights - 

has ruled that, in Spain, pay-
ing off debts with sexual fa-
vours is legal. Thankfully, 
though, it’s done nothing of the 
sort - although the Balearic 
judge’s decision seems ques-
tionable. 

The details of the case are as 
follows. A woman, 38, asked 
her former brother-in-law, 58, 
if she could borrow fifteen 
thousand euros. He agreed 
without stipulating conditions, 
but later requested oral sex 

“two or three” times a week 
until the debt was repayed. His 
debtor complied on five occa-
sions, saying she felt “psycho-
logically obliged” to do so, be-
fore refusing to continue with 
the situation. Her ex-brother-
in-law then demanded repay-
ment, at which point she took 
the case to a local court. There, 
a judge found no evidence of 
coercion or sexual abuse on 
the defendant’s part and noted 
that his arrangement with his 
ex-sister-in-law had been ter-
minated as soon as she with-
drew her consent.  

The male protagonist of this 
story hardly emerges as an ex-
emplar of virtue. He appears, 
rather, as an unscrupulous op-
portunist, a lone loan shark 
more interested in sex than in-
sanely uncompetitive interest 

rates. The crucial issue from a 
legal standpoint, then, is 
whether his morally dubious 
behaviour constituted sexual 
abuse (i.e. an actual crime) - 
not whether sexual acts are a 
permissible way of repaying 
debt. Either way, Spain’s top 
tribunal has refused to con-
sider arguments for and 
against the issue, declaring 
that it lacks sufficient “consti-
tutional significance”.  

Perhaps the Constitutional 
Court should hear the case, 
though, because the Balearic 
judge’s decision is question-
able. He characterised the ar-
rangement imposed by the 
brother-in-law, the exploitative 
creditor, as a “freely agreed re-
lationship” that came to an 
end when the woman wanted it 
to. Yet this characterisation 

minimises, if not completely 
ignores, the central role of 
debt in that “relationship”.  

Would the woman have per-
formed the sexual favours if 
she hadn’t owed her former 
brother-in-law money? If the 
answer’s no (which it surely 
is), then the fact of her debt al-
ters the notion of “consent” at 
play in their arrangement. 
Certainly, the ex-brother-in-
law abused his power in the 
role of creditor - but is that (or 
should it be) “merely” a moral 
failing on his part, or an illegal 
act?  

In other words, this bizarre 
case raises interesting legal 
and moral questions, but it 
doesn’t show that Spain’s top 
court has declared it legal to 
demand sexual favours from 
vulnerable debtors.    

Lone shark

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

SPAIN

The British Consul 
General in Barcelona and  
the Royal British Legion 
Welfare Coordinator have 
both been awarded MBEs 

SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. The two UK nationals in 
Spain awarded MBEs in the New 
Year Honours List, published last 
Saturday, are Lloyd Milen, Brit-
ish Consul General in Barcelona, 
and Pamela Sheila Twissell-Cross, 
District Community Support Co-
ordinator, Royal British Legion, 
Spain (district north) 

Milen has responsibility for 
the UK Government’s relation-
ships with the regions of  
Catalonia, the Balearic Islands 
and Aragon, and also for  
Andorra. 

In addition, Milen is responsi-
ble for supporting the tens of 

thousands of UK nationals who 
live in those regions.  

As for visiting tourists, he has 
spearheaded Stick with your 
Mates - an award-winning cam-
paign to reduce the number of 
serious falls affecting young Brit-
ish visitors to the Balearics.  

UK Ambassador Hugh Elliott 
said: “I, and the communities 
that he serves, are very grateful 
for his constant commitment to 
making a difference in their 
lives.” 

Milen said: “Growing up as a 
gay kid in Middlesbrough, I 
never imagined I’d have the role 
of Consul General in a city like 
Barcelona, nor that I’d receive 
an honour such as this...  I hope 
it helps demonstrate to kids 
growing up and wondering about 
their future that anything is pos-
sible.” 

Retiring to Spain after a long 
career in the NHS, Pamela Twis-

sell-Cross became involved with 
the Royal British Legion as a wel-
fare volunteer caseworker in 
2011, becoming District Com-
munity Support Coordinator 
three years later.  

Despite being voluntary, the 
role is almost full time - coordi-
nating all the welfare work for 
an area spanning the 
France/Spain border right down 
to Almeria, including the 
Balearic Islands.  

In 2020, Pamela and her team 
assisted 569 people. 

Hugh Elliott said: “This hon-
our is very richly deserved.” 

Pamela Twissell-Cross said: 
“I feel very honoured to be nomi-
nated for this honour, let alone 
chosen.  

“It was a complete surprise 
and probably the most wonder-
ful surprise I have ever had. I do 
wish my parents were still here 
to see it.”

Two UK nationals in Spain are 
named in the New Year Honours List

Pamela Twissell-Cross.  SUR  

SUR 

MADRID.  The national government 
is defending criticism from its 
left-wing allies over the recent 
agreement to reform a 2012 la-
bour law they were unhappy with. 
The republican Basque and Cata-
lan nationalist parties - ERC and 
EH Bildu - say the reforms don’t 
go far enough to meet the gov-
ernment’s manifesto commit-
ment. These two parties’ votes 

are needed to get the reform 
through parliament. Ministers 
say the reform is the result of a 
negotiated pact between unions 
and the business sector which 
cannot now be reopened.  

The main changes to the law 
aim to overturn elements set in 
2012 by the conservative PP party 
that left-wing parties had always 
said were too favourable to em-
ployers and focus on collective 
bargaining. Collective deals made 
by unions for individual sectors 
now have priority over compa-
nies’ individual deals. 

Business leaders and conser-
vative politicians had feared a 
more radical reform would 
threaten Spain’s entitlement to 
EU Covid-19 development funds. 

Left-wing allies of 
government are 
unhappy with  
new labour laws 

The government says 
41,632 migrants reached 
Spain by land or sea in 
2021 and a charity has 
said 4,404 more died or 
went missing at sea 

SUR 

MADRID. According to provisional 
figures published by the Minis-
try of the Interior this week, 
41,632 migrants arrived in 
Spain without the necessary 
documentation by land or sea 
in 2021, 164 more than a year 
earlier. The data does not in-
clude airports, nor the unprece-
dented breach of the border at 
Ceuta in May when thousands 
crossed in a couple of days.   

The Canaries is still the region 
receiving the most immigrants 
by sea - 22,200 arrived that way 
in 2021, 480 fewer than 2020.  

A charity working with immi-

grants has reported the high 
number of deaths on sea cross-
ings from Africa in 2021. Cami-
nando Fronteras says that there 
were 4,404 deaths or disappear-
ances from the small ‘patera’ 
boats crossing to Spain. 

Canaries still main area 
for irregular migration

Migrants arrive in October.  EFE

Lloyd Milen.  SUR  
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COVID-19 

Windmill Hill visits 
suspended temporarily 

D.B.  Visits to HMP Windmill 
Hill have been suspended 
temporarily until 17 January 
due to a number of positive 
Covid-19 cases and in order 
to stop the spread among in-
mates and visitors. The Prison 
Superintendent said on Tues-
day that this had been a dif-
ficult decision to make, and 
he hopes that visiting can re-
turn to normal with effect 
from that date.  

TOURISM 

Caleta Hotel closes 
after 57 years  

D.B.  The iconic Caleta Hotel in 
Catalan Bay closed its doors for 
the last time on New Year’s Day, 
as it is to be demolished. A new, 
larger Hilton hotel will be built 
on the same site, and is expected 
to take three and a half years to 
complete. The Caleta opened in 
1964 as the Caleta Palace, and 
has been a family-run hotel ever 
since. It holds happy memories 
for many people from Gibraltar 
and elsewhere. 

IN BRIEF

GIBRALTAR 

The chief minister says 
“we must fasten our 
collective seatbelts,” and 
the deputy CM confirms 
there will be some tough 
decisions to make in 2022  

DEBBIE BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. People in Gibraltar face 
challenges this year, due not only 
to the continuing Covid-19 pan-
demic but also with regard to the 
negotiations about Gibraltar’s fu-
ture relationship with the EU.  

Chief minister Fabian Picardo 
and deputy chief minister Dr Jo-
seph Garcia, who holds the 
Brexit portfolio, have both 
warned recently that 2022 will 
be a challenging year, with Gar-
cia saying there will be some 
tough decisions to make.  

Picardo is due to make his full 
New Year’s Address very soon, but 
in a statement in the meantime he 
told the population “we must fas-
ten our collective seatbelts, be-
cause the political year to come is 

going to be no easier than the two 
challenging years we have just been 
through”.  

He was referring to the EU ne-
gotiations, and said that they will 
bring change, whether they suc-
ceed or fail.  

In his New Year message Dr Gar-
cia spells out what some of the 
changes could be, depending on 
whether agreement is reached with 
the EU or not, saying that the im-
portance of a successful outcome 
to the treaty negotiations is not lost 
on anyone. He explains that if there 
is no treaty, there is likely to be 
greater bureaucracy, disruption 
and red-tape for citizens and busi-
nesses in Gibraltar in their inter-
actions with the EU. 

Both ministers have also 
stressed that they will not accept 
any deal that impinges on British 
sovereignty, and that they will walk 
away from a treaty rather than 
compromise that. 

The talks with the EU began later 
than expected, but it is hoped that 
they can be concluded by Easter. 
In the meantime, as Picardo 
warned, “we must fasten our col-
lective seatbelts”.  

Challenging times ahead 
this year, warns the 
Gibraltar government

SUR.  Ian Halliwell, the CEO of the 
Cairns Cup, visited Gibraltar last 
week to present members of the 
Gibraltar Disabilities Golf Team 
with their representative shirts 
for the Pro-Am golf tournament 
in London in May 2022. 

The Cairns Cup is Disability 
Golf’s Ryder Cup equivalent. It 
is held biannually and it is an-
ticipated that in 2030 it will take 
place locally, at the San Roque 
Golf Club, with Gibraltar acting 
as the host city. As part of the 
Cairns Cup legacy, the organi-
sation is already actively in-
volved with athletes in Gibral-
tar, donating equipment to help 

promote the game among dis-
abled youngsters.  

A team of three golfers will rep-
resent Gibraltar in the events 
leading up to the competition in 
May. Halliwell said “by involving 
some of the youngsters in their 
first event, we hope that this will 
actively increase the involvement 
of young players from Gibraltar 
and also help with the promotion 
of golf as well. Golf can be a con-
siderable therapeutic aid to those 
involved and, who knows, one of 
these athletes may well go on to 
represent Europe at a subse-
quent Cairns Cup. That is my 
sincere hope”.

Disabled golfers receive 
their shirts for May’s Pro-Am

The golfers were presented with their shirts.  SUR
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Shakespeare in 
Andalucía 
I’m a literary historian and my 
specialty is English print in 
old-regime Spain. Readers 
may recall my discovery of the 
first Shakespeare to reach 
Spain, a first edition of The 
Two Noble Kinsmen which 
was in Madrid by about 1640. 

Now I’m working on a book-
historical study of all English-
language copies of Shake-

speare in Spain in pre-1810 
editions. As there may be cop-
ies in private collections (there 
are over two hundred volumes 
in institutional libraries), I want 
to ask readers to let me know 
if they know of any. Again, I 
am looking for anything by or 
about Shakespeare, in Eng-
lish, in pre-1810 editions. My 
email is john.stone@ub.edu. 
Thanks in advance for your 
help. 
DR JOHN STONE

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

I must reply to the article [on your website] about the dead 
fish in the Fuengirola river.  The council say that it could be 
water another municipality - that cannot be. I live right next 
to the stretch of river and there has been no flow of water 
into what is essentially a lake despite the recent rains the 
various “crossing points” have remained dry.  They also say 
it cannot be raw sewage; that is also strange as I reported to 
them using their app that there was a constant flow of dirty 
water across the footpath and there were also a large amount 
of human faeces in that water which then discharged directly 
into the river just across from Dunnes. It may have come 
from the Miramar Hotel or the nearby apartments. They did 
not reply to my report and that water is still flowing into the 
river. In the stretch in question there are a number of very 
large bore pipes feeding into the river they are suspiciously 
close to the sewage pipeline that borders the river.  Finally 
and in the six years I have lived here there have often been 
large numbers of fish deaths, normally caused due a lack of 
oxygen, but the water has always remained clear. This time 
the water was black, a colour not seen before. The council 
have had work crews netting the dead fish from the river 
since just after Christmas. DAVID BINDER

Dead fish

We accept letters by email - surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

A pparently, nobody 
wants to be a lorry 
driver any more. Ac-

cording to all reports, there is 
currently a critical shortage of 
people wishing to climb behind 
the wheel of a truck and hit the 
road. Sadly, the situation is set 
to get much worse unless radi-
cal action is taken.  

To this end, let’s consider 
some of the many brilliant 
perks that being a lorry driver 
has to offer in a bid to entice 
our younger readers (under 55) 
into the profession. 

First, you can listen to coun-
try music all day in a non-ironic 
way. Jolene, The Gambler and 
Your Cheatin’ Heart are all ex-
cellent tracks but only a trucker 
is allowed to wind the windows 
of his vehicle down and sing 
along full-throttle while wait-
ing at traffic lights. Doing so in 
a Ford Mondeo, by contrast, 

may lead to incarceration un-
der the mental health act. 

Secondly, you can eat bur-
gers and hot dogs all day long. 
In fact, I suspect it’s compul-
sory to eat burgers and hot dogs 
all day long. Surely, this is any 
young person’s dream.  

All the dietary habits you got 
told off for when you were fif-
teen are now perfectly legiti-
mate as you cut loose and burn 
rubber, devouring miles of end-
less highway (or possibly sit in 
a lay-by waiting for a mechanic). 
Anyway, fast food heaven is only 
an HGV licence away. 

Another marvellous plus-
point to being a trucker is that 
you can use CB radio and give 
yourself a nickname - sorry, 
handle - like Womblechops, Cat 
In The Hat or Night Stalker. OK, 
maybe not the last one, but the 
possibilities are infinite.  

Once you’ve got your name 

- sorry, ‘handle’ - you can say 
things like ‘catch you on the flip 
flop’ without being arrested. (It 
means ‘see you on the way 
back’, apparently). 

Maybe best of all, though, is 
the fact that if you learn to re-
verse a double-trailer truck 
around a corner, so impressive 
will it be that you can marry 
anyone in the world of your 
choice.  

Never mind poetry and mu-
sic and a great sense of humour 
and all the boring old tropes 
like that. No, who could possi-
bly resist anybody whose brain 
is capable of coordinating their 
little hands and feet on the con-
trols in order to facilitate the 
most difficult manoeuvre 
known to mankind (apart from 
avoiding the one creaky stair 
in the house after five pints, 
obviously)? 

Anyway, 10 - 7, Good Buddies.

Good truck charm

THE MUSIC MAKER 
PETER EDGERTON 
www.e-peter.com

B ack in December we reported that 
an international ranking had 
placed Malaga as the second best 

city in the world for foreign residents. The 
first was Kuala Lumpur, and look how far 
away Malaysia is. This week, my colleague 
Antonio Javier López has written about 
official INE statistics that highlight the 
boom in the area - Malaga is the Spanish 
province that has gained the most popula-
tion during the pandemic. No less than 
17,247 individuals have become 

Malagueños by choice in just 18 months 
and the population has surpassed the 1.7-
million mark for the first time in history. 

At first glance, it’s all local pride and 
chest-beating... ‘Malaga is the best place 
in the world to live, Paradise on earth and 
now they’re discovering what we Malaga 
natives knew already.’ I echo that very An-
dalusian phrase, ‘To er mundo e güeno’ 
(There’s good in everybody), coined dec-
ades ago by a group of neighbours in 
Malaga, and it means that all those who 

want to enjoy, share and work in this 
blessed land are welcome. 

However, once that Malagueño pride  
has calmed down, something more wor-
rying remains, and a question begs an an-
swer: How many more new residents will 
fit before the province bursts at the seams? 
There are already signs of this in terms of 
traffic and the return of bottlenecks, press-
ing water shortages and exorbitant house 
prices, which point to the fact that satu-
ration could be close. 

The people of Malaga, at least those of 
us who are concerned about these kinds 
of issues, are not fickle; we have not been 
asking for years for new works just for the 
sake of asking, and of course in Malaga 
not everything has been done, as some 
politicians would have us believe to jus-
tify the lack of investment. The province 
urgently needs infrastructure to support 

a population growth that is unparalleled 
in all of Spain, as the official data clearly 
shows. 

We need to get back the trains that have 
been taken away from us and extend the 
line to Mijas and Marbella, because that 
is where the demand is growing the most. 
We need drinking water without having 
to continually look to the sky in the hope 
of rain - we are overdue a desalination 
plant for the Axarquía area. We need wa-
ter treatment plants so as not to pollute 
the sea, which is our main source of in-
come, and new roads to relieve the sharp 
increase in the number of residents in the 
east side of Malaga city. 

We go on about sustainability, but it is 
totally unsustainable to continue to grow 
at this rate in Malaga without having ade-
quate infrastructure. If not, we’ll soon be 
victims of our own success...

THE BOTTOM LINE 
IGNACIO LILLO

Victims of our own success 
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M
any people will al-
ready be familiar 
with the name Jenny 

Mandera: either through her 
career as a professional singer 
and dancer on the Costa del 
Sol; or because they follow her 
social media pages on fash-
ion, body positivity and men-
tal health.  

Jenny has been in Spain 
since 2003, when she saw an 
advertisement for a job as a 
dancer, having decided “spon-
taneously” to leave London, 
where she had been living for 
three years.  

The job wasn’t quite what 
she expected: “It turned out 
to be for something like Go-
Go dancers on the beach in 
Marbella,” she recalls.  

“That really wasn’t what I 
was after. I was a bit shocked 
to be honest,” she laughs. 

However, she decided to 
stay and did find work as a 
singer and dancer; she has 
also worked in the world of 
language education, while 
keeping her interest in fash-
ion alive, largely through so-
cial media, and collaborations 
with photographers, make-up 
artists and other fashionistas. 

Jenny, 44, is originally from  

Helsingborg in Sweden. Her 
maternal grandparents were 
Polish, but moved to the Nor-
dic country after the Second 
World War and before Jenny’s 
mother was born.  

“My grandparents adapted 
completely to Swedish life. My 
Grandmother had been in 
Auschwitz and my grandfa-
ther had fought in Austria, It-
aly and eventually ended up 
in a camp in Finland,” Jenny 
explains.  

“I come from a family of 
strong women,” she adds, re-
flecting on the hardships en-
dured by her grandparents’ 
generation. “We have a strong 
European sense in the family 
and my grandparents spoke 
a lot of European languages,” 
she adds. 

She puts her own keenness 
to travel and live in other 
countries down to her family’s 
background and in 2000, af-
ter finishing her studies at a 
performing arts school in Swe-
den, Jenny moved to London, 
where she really felt she “be-
longed”. “Brexit has ruined 
my life and I’m not even Brit-
ish,” she laments. 

After leaving London in 
2003 to come to Spain, Jenny 

always thought that at some 
point she would always be able 
to return to the UK capital to 
pursue a career in the per-
forming arts and combine it 
with her other love: fashion.   

However, with Brexit mak-
ing it very difficult for Euro-
peans to move there and get 
work permits, Jenny recog-
nises that, as a freelancer, it 
would be difficult to go back.  

“I love England, but I can’t 
just go there, make contacts 
and build up work. I would 
probably have to do a job that 
I didn’t like just to earn 

enough money to get a visa 
and the pandemic has taught 
me that I want to live my 
dream.” 

Jenny’s dream has always 
been to pursue a career in the 
performing arts and fashion. 

At the age of 14 she and some 
friends started copying looks 
from fashion magazines.   

“I went ballistic with fash-
ion when I was 14. I wanted 
to wear things that nobody 
else was wearing and I’ve 
never stopped.”  

Jenny started a fashion blog 
in 2014, but it was during the 
lockdown in 2020 when she 
really started to “treat it like 
a job”.  

As well as writing about 
fashion, she also wrote about 
body image and her own 
struggles with OCD (Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder).  

Like many, Jenny also uses 
Instagram. “I’m not the typi-
cal skinny 20-year old influ-
encer, but I love fashion and 
I want to show women my age 
that they can break the rules 
and wear what they want,” she 
explains, adding, “But in the 
end, people have to feel com-
fortable in what they wear.  

“I break the rules all the 
time and tell women in their 
forties for example that it’s OK 
to wear a miniskirt. I follow 
some amazing fashion blog-
gers in their 60s who always 
look great.”  

Another of Jenny’s concerns 
is the waste involved in the  
fashion industry with so much 
‘fast fashion’ ending up in 
landfill.  

“I wear a lot of vintage. I love 
mixing old and new but I think 
fewer items of each style 
should be sold. I can’t say that 
I don’t go to Zara. Of course I 
do, but I don’t buy as much as 
I used to. In the past I would 
go to the sales and go ballis-
tic. Now I use apps like Vinted 
and shop in vintage stores.” 

Jenny sees Malaga as an ex-
citing place to be at the mo-
ment in terms of fashion. She’s 
also hoping to start singing 
again after a seven-year break 
and says, “Someone told me 
recently that Malaga is ‘so on 
the map’. There’s a lot of op-
portunity for some exciting 
collaborations.”

Jenny chose a classic Parisian look for a recent Christmas concert in 

Torrox Costa.  SUR

‘Brexit has ruined 
my life and I’m not 
even British’

IN THE FRAME

“I’m not the typical  
20-year-old skinny 
influencer and I like  
to show people how  
to break the rules in 
fashion”

 Fashion.  Jenny Mandera is a 
professional singer and dancer 
turned fashion blogger and 
stylist and regularly posts 
about body image and OCD

JENNIE RHODES
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GARDENING

A member of the spiderwort 
family, Commelinaceae, Com-
melina erecta is a low-grow-
ing herbaceous perennial na-
tive to South America. 

Common names for this 
pretty, ground cover plant in-
clude Asiatic dayflower, 
widow’s tears and, in Spanish; 
‘flor de Santa Lucía’, ‘hierba 
del pollo’ and ‘santa protec-
tora de los ciegos’. 

Members of the genus Com-
melina are trailing plants that 
only grow upright when given 
support from other plants. C. 
erectus is taller than others in 
the genus, hence the specific 
epithet ‘erectus’. It has soft, 
jointed stems that can reach 
90cm long and which may root 
where the joints touch 
the soil.  

In the 

spring, small blue flowers ap-
pear in clusters at the ends of 
the stems. The blooms have two 
large blue petals and one small 
white one. They only stay open 
for a day but there are usually 
several buds in each cluster 
which open within three to four 
days of each other. The flowers 
are self pollinating and form 

spherical fruits containing two 
to three grey or black seeds.  

The leaves are lanceo-
late, up to 15cm long 

by 3cm wide and a 
bright, shiny green. 
In temperate cli-
mates, Commelina 
erecta can be per-
ennial, in cooler 
regions it can be 

grown as an annual. 
Propagation is by 

seed, cuttings root 
easily in water or the tu-

berous roots can be di-
vided and potted up.  
A good location for this plant 

is somewhere that gets dappled 
shade all day in the summer. Al-
though it will grow in dry, sandy 
soil, it prefers a rich, free-drain-
ing compost and will be much 
healthier if watered regularly 
during the hottest months. It is 
suitable for meadow plantings, 
hanging baskets, ground cover 
and containers.  

In damp climates, Com-
melina erecta is known to be 
invasive but can be easily con-
trolled by weeding out un-
wanted seedlings.  

In traditional medicine, an 
extract of the plant was used to 
treat itchy eyes, cure small 
wounds and parts of the plant 
were macerated in rum and 
used topically to alleviate spi-
der bites.  

Commelina was named af-
ter the three Commelijn broth-
ers, all of whom were Dutch 
botanists. 

Commelina erecta

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Commelina erecta and close up (inset).    WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS
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“It never stops flowering!” comments Alison García about her Le-
onotis leonurus or lion’s ear plant. This gorgeous, orange-flow-
ered, South African native is a woody perennial and member of the 
mint family. 

Non-stop flowering

The genus Antirrhinum, commonly called snapdragon, is native to 
Europe and can often be found growing wild in the countryside. 
These colourful blooms are growing inside a greenhouse belonging 
to reader David Callaghan in Antequera.

Colourful snapdragons

 DAVID CALLAGHAN

 ALISON GARCÍA
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H
is name was Mariano 
Ventura, he was an 18-
year-old IT student and 

probably nobody would ever have 
heard of him if he had not at-
tempted to carry out Spain’s first  
plane hijacking during the eve-
ning of 7 January 1970, using a 
toy pistol that he had bought the 
previous day.  

Iberia’s flight IB 032 had 
taken off from Madrid for Za-
ragoza as normal, but 50 min-
utes later Ventura produced 
the pistol and grabbed a fe-
male crew member, forcing her 
into the cockpit with him, 
where he told the pilot to fly to 
Cuba. On being told that the 

plane didn’t have enough fuel, 
he ordered him to fly to Tirana 
in Albania instead. When the 
pilot said that wouldn’t be pos-
sible either, the teenager 
threatened to kill all the pas-
sengers, one by one.  

The pilot said he would have 
to land at Zaragoza to refuel, 
to which the hijacker agreed, 
but as they started their ap-
proach, despite the gun still 
being held to his neck, the pi-
lot warned air traffic control 
what was happening.  

By the time the plane 
landed, the runway was sur-
rounded by military vehicles, 
police cars and as many trac-
tors and lorries as it had been 
possible to find in the time.   

Once the plane was on the 
ground, the military authori-
ties ordered all the runway 
lights to be turned off. Ventura 
insisted that the aircraft had 
to take off again with enough 
fuel for Tirana within 15 min-
utes or he would start killing 

everyone on board, but as the 
military authorities tried to en-
gage with him by megaphone, 
engineers were deflating two 
of the plane’s tyres and a me-
chanic removed some of its 
fuses so its electrics would not 
work. 

The authorities told the teen-
ager that if he gave himself up 
he would go to jail for a couple 
of years and that would be the 
end of it, but if he harmed any-
body he would be shot the very 
next day.  

Ventura left the plane via an 

auxiliary stairway, and wit-
nesses said he showed no signs 
of fear or nerves and that he 
“reeked of alcohol”.  

Spain’s first plane hijack had 
lasted four and a half hours.    

Spain’s first plane hijacking takes place 
Avión Plane 
Vuelo Flight 

Secuestro Hijacking 

Pistola Handgun 

Pasajeros Passengers 

Azafata Stewardess 

Piloto Pilot 

Cabina Cockpit 

Amenazar To threaten 

Destino Destination 

Combustible Fuel 

Disparar To shoot 

Juguete Toy 

Sobrevolar To fly over 

Pista Runway 

Neumáticos Tyres 

Fusibles Fuses 

Entregarse Give oneself up 

Fusilar To execute by firing 

squad

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E7 JANUARY 1970

Mariano Ventura being led away by detectives.  ABC

The pilot on a flight from 
Madrid to Zaragoza 
was ordered to fly to 
Cuba, then Albania, by 
an 18-year-old student 
with a authentic-
looking toy pistol  

i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page
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VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

A Danish man living in  
El Morche has built a 
small roadside fort which 
has quickly become a 
new tourist attraction 
and perfect selfie spot 

EUGENIO CABEZAS 
Pedestrians, cyclists and drivers 
who have been passing  the cross-
ing of the old N-340 road between 
El Morche and Lagos will no doubt 
have spotted a new property. How-
ever, this one is somewhat differ-
ent from the modern houses be-
ing built in the Vélez-Málaga area. 

It is a small castle made from 
hundreds of stones taken from 
the beach which stands majesti-
cally on top of some rocks. The 
name, ‘El Castillo del Búho’ (The 
Owl’s Castle) can be seen on the 
main façade of this intriguing lit-
tle fortress, upon which an Anda-
lusian flag flies. 

The man responsible for the 
creation of this curiosity is Anton 

Jensen, a Dane who has been liv-
ing in Torrox for five years.  

“I came here on the recommen-
dation of a friend, who was already 
living here. He told me that the 
climate and the people were much 
better than in Copenhagen,” he 
explains.  

Jensen says he is a great fan of 
sculpting and collecting shells 
from the beach. “I love making 
sculptures with them, motorbikes 
and animals, but this is my first 
piece of street art,” he says.  

During the two months it took 
to build the castle, the sculptor 
says, “everyone who passed by 
congratulated me on my work, 
even the police.” 

In fact, the place has already 
become a regular place for selfies 
and photos, as it offers a magnifi-
cent view of the Vélez-Málaga 
coastline from its easternmost 
coastal village, Lagos.  

“Nobody from the town hall has 
said anything to me either, I have 
done it out of love for this place, 
which has welcomed me so well 
over the years. I want to stay here 
forever,” he says.  

‘El Castillo del Búho’ is named 
after a partner that Jensen had in 
Copenhagen. “I also did it as a  
tribute to her,” he reveals.

It has taken 43-year-old Dane Anton Jensen two months to build his miniature castle.  E. CABEZAS

The mini Danish castle in Lagos

ÁLORA 

A French family took 
advantage of the 
important citric 
production of the 
Guadalhorce valley to 
make perfumes and oils  

ANDREA JIMÉNEZ
 

In 1930, Dionisio Saisse and his 
French family decided to go on a 
new adventure in the Guadalhorce 
valley, the citrus fruit paradise.  

Their chosen destination was 
Álora, where they constructed a 
building which nowadays is part 
of the municipality’s history.  
Perfumes and essential citrus 
blossom oils are the fragrances 
that bring back memories of the 
Saisse Cavalier factory, a com-
pany that transformed Álora into 
a reference for worldwide ex-
ports in the last century.  

Located next to the Guadal-
horce river and the railway line, 
the factory remained active from 
the 1930s until 1972.  

“It’s a very iconic building for 
Álora, and it has survived serious 
floods such as the ones in 2012,” 
said María José Sánchez, who is 
in charge of the Álora museum.  

“A lot of locals have worked 
there, they know what the fac-

tory meant for the area.”  
Back in the 19th century, the 

Historic Spanish Dictionary of 
Geography and Statistics already 
cited the production of essential 
oils from lemon and bitter or-
ange peel in Álora.  

It all came from the extensive 
harvest of citrus fruits in the 
area, fertile land irrigated by the 
Guadalhorce river.  

The manufacture of perfumes 

in the town continued in the 
20th century, thanks to Dionisio 
Saisse and his heirs. The French 
family had a well-known export-
ing past: since the end of the 
18th century they sent raw ma-
terials to the French town of 
Grasse, considered to be the per-
fume capital of the world. And 
in 1930 they decided to settle in 
Álora to manage their own fac-
tory. 

The factory’s location, next to the 
Guadalhorce, provided the supply 
of newly-picked citrus blossoms 
that guaranteed a great result in 
the distillation process, obtaining 
a more concentrated essence and 
oil from the bloom.  

The complex, which still 
stands today, was made up of two 
buildings. 

One was dedicated to the dis-
tilling process, while the other 

served as a warehouse and wa-
ter deposit.  

According to Pablo Pérez, the 
factory’s original roof was com-
posed of blue and white tiles, but 
had to be restored after the Civil 
War bombings.  

The building also included a 
shed and an industrial chimney  
that extracted the citrus flower  
water and pure essence through 
classic techniques and equip-
ment made in Grasse. 

After decades of exports, the 
Saisse Cavalier family decided to 
close the factory in 1972, a year 
that saw a noticeable lack of raw 
materials needed to make their 
products.  

The boilers, two of the most 
iconic pieces that were conserved 
after the closing, were lost after 
the estate was abandoned. As Pé-
rez explained, the bigger boiler 
was made in Gainsborough, UK, 
by Marshall, Sons & Co. The other, 
smaller one was made in 1916 in 
the French foundry of Leroux & 
Gatinois. 

In 2006, after decades of ne-
glect, a private developer in-
stalled a nightclub in the fac-
tory, which would end up clos-
ing just two years later. Later, 
the 2012 floods destroyed a lot 
of what remained, due to its poor 
condition. 

The iconic perfume factory re-
mained unused until a few years 
ago, when it was acquired by the 
construction firm Leba, which re-
stored the complex and installed 
offices and warehouses. Accord-
ing to the firm, the Sinerba Foun-
dation will create a new space in 
the factory devoted to professional 
training.

The building that housed the old perfume factory in Álora.  SUR/ARCHIVE

The story of a building next to the river: a 
factory that exported perfume to Europe
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TELLING TALES 
 
PETER EDGERTON

A
n impish winter 
wind whipped 
in over open 
sands and 
across the 

promenade. John turned up 
the collar on his coat, 
hunched forward, shoved his 
hands into his pockets and 
strode back towards the cot-
tage where his wife Ber-
nadette and Jack, their eldest 
son, were preparing an eve-
ning meal for the family’s 
New Year’s Day celebration. 

As he walked home, John 
was overcome by the familiar 
sense of resolve that had 
gripped him on the first of 
January every year for the 
last five years but this time he 
was more determined than 
ever to succeed. He simply 
had to stop. 

 It didn’t help his cause that 
Bernadette smoked a packet a 
day and, even though she 
would make the effort to step 
out into the front garden if 
the weather was sufficiently 
clement, simply hearing the 
click of the lighter or catching 
sight of a waft of smoke drift-
ing over their pristine flower 
beds was often enough to lead 
him into temptation. He’d ac-
tually made it through to Feb-
ruary last year but then just 
wasn’t able to resist one after-
noon when he caught his wife 
surreptitiously lighting up on 
the landing, while a relentless 
rain storm battered the win-
dows outside. 

It wasn’t just at home that 
John had problems, either; 
his friends down at the Dog 
and Duck were being brutally 
honest with him lately, espe-
cially David the village doctor. 
In fact, David had brought it 
up when they’d met for a 
drink just before Christmas. 

“I’m not really asking you 
any more, John. I’m telling 
you. I’m at my wits’ end and, 
to be honest, it’s beginning to 
damage our friendship. For 
five years solid you’ve been 
talking about it. Please, 
please, stop now - for your 
own good and the good of our 
relationship.” 

“OK, I know, David, I know. 
I’m sorry, it must be so an-
noying  for you. You’ve told 
me so often but, really, I just 
can’t help myself. Mike and 
Terry are a pretty disgusted 
with me too, I think.” 

Indeed they were. 
 As he turned the key in the 

lock and pushed open the 
front door, John caught the 
first tantalising smell of the 
family’s traditional New 
Year’s Day feast - beef casse-
role. Jack was a dab hand 
with his mother’s recipes. 

“Crikey, it’s bitter out there. 
How long until dinner?” Nei-
ther waiting for, nor expect-
ing an answer, John took of 
his coat, flung it over an old 
kitchen chair and kissed little 
Amy on the top of her head 
before pouring himself a 
large glass of white wine. 

“Where’s mum?” 
Jack hesitated. “She’s, er, 

she’s -” 
Just then, Bernadette came 

running downstairs, looking 
vaguely guilty and smelling 
strongly of Benson and 
Hedges’ finest. Clumsily, she 
tried a distraction tactic. 

“Grub’s up in five minutes. 
Wash your hands everyone.” 

John stepped towards her, 
smiling mischievously. “Can 
you give me one of those little 
beauties, please? I really can’t 
resist. Just this once.” 

An exasperated cry of “Oh, 
dad!” rose in eery unison 
from the two children but 
they’d seen enough by now to 
know that their plea would be 
in vain. John took the packet 
from his wife’s hand, slid out 
a cigarette and tapped it on 
the table, before raising it up 
very slowly towards his lips. 

“You see this, everyone? 
Well, as you know, I haven’t 
touched one of these things in 
over five years now and I have 
to tell you again, it’s the best 
thing I ever did. I feel so 
much better for it, both in 
body and in mind.” He turned 
to his wife. “Bernadette, love, 
you really need to give up this 
year, too. I’ll help you. Oh, and 
as for David, I’ve told him a 
thousand times he really has 
to stop smoking but now he 
just gets defensive and an-
noyed. It’s really not that hard 
- let me tell you again how I 
did it...’” 

By now Jack had left the 
room and Amy was colouring 
her book with such fervour 
that she’d all but shredded 
one of its pages. Meanwhile, 
Bernadette just stood there, 
shaking her head in disbelief.  

When would John finally 
find the resolve to stop telling 
everyone at every opportu-
nity about giving up smoking 
five years previously?

No smoke king

ARCH 

Equine sanctuary marks 
12th anniversary 

T. BRYANT.  The Andalusian Res-
cue Centre for Horses (ARCH), 
a volunteer-run sanctuary that 
offers a lifeline to abused and 
abandoned equines, marks its 
12th anniversary this month.  

Last year, despite the disrup-
tion caused by the pandemic, 

the Alhaurín El Grande-based 
charity managed to rehome al-
most 40 equines.  

President, Jill Newman Rogers, 
said, “The team and our support-
ers have been brilliant through-
out the year and their dedication 
has allowed us to keep going 
through all the difficult times and 
restrictions.  We could not have 
continued without their gener-
ous help and donations.”

NERJA INTERNATIONAL CLUB  

Meeting will relaunch 
popular Nerja social club 

J. RHODES.  The Nerja International 
club will be reopening after a six-
month break, on Tuesday 11 Janu-
ary from 11am. Existing members 
and guests will be offered a free 
glass of Cava to “come along to hear 
about our planned forthcoming 
events and for information on the 
future of the club,” explained  
newly-elected president, Robert 
Winchester. The club has been es-
tablished for over 40 years. “It has 
served the community, and has 
been a well supported club. I feel 
passionate about its survival and 
with the help from the other com-
mittee members I hope to bring it 
back,” he said. The Club address 
is Calle San Juan 42, Bajo, 29780 
Nerja. For further information Rob-
ert can be contacted by email: win-
chesterdesignandbuild@btinter-
net.com.

SOCIETY SCENE

The dedicated team at the ARCH sanctuary earlier this week.  SUR
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EXHIBITIONS 

Fernando Calvillo 

LA CALA DE MIJAS. Until 7 January. 

Centro Cultural de La Cala. 

Metamorfosis, an exhibit of a selec-

tion of work by self-taught painter, 

Fernando Calvillo. The paintings are 

presented in different formats, such 

as treated paper, metal sheets and 

acrylic, and different styles such as 

abstraction and realism. 

Juan Manuel Parra Párramo 

MIJAS. Until 7 January. Casa Museo  

The exhibition consists of pencil 

drawings as well as paintings, in a 

variety of styles. 

Javier Peinado 
ESTEPONA. Until 12 January. Casa 

de Las Tejerinas. 

Cuaderno de Viajes is the title of this 

exhibition by Javier Peinado. 

Espejito, Espejito 
MARBELLA. From 7 January until 15 

March. Reiners Contemporary Art, CC 

Camoján Corner. 

The exhibition Espejito, Espejito by 

Sali Muller  

My Secret Garden 
PUERTO BANÚS. Until 16 January, 

2022. 

Belgian artist Arne Quinze is exhibit-

ing a collection of his aluminium 

sculptures, inspired by nature, 

around the streets and port of Puerto 

Banús.  

Brigitte Bardot 
TORREMOLINOS. Until 7 January, 

2022. First floor of the Town Hall.  

The exhibition entitled, Mito y Cli-

chés en Málaga, includes a series of 

photographs that record Brigitte Bar-

dot’s first visit to Torremolinos during 

filming in 1957. 

Introverso 
MALAGA. Until 17 January. Sala Alfa-

jar, C/Císter 1.  

The exhibit Introverso will display 

ceramic art by Mónica Rivas Lee. 

www.alfajar.es  

Malaga Picasso Museum 
MALAGA. Museo Picasso Málaga, 

Calle San Agustín.  

The Walls of Malaga. Until January. 

900 residents of Malaga, from all 

different walks of life, cultures and 

ages, have taken part ib this exhibi-

tion by taking photos of parts of 

Malaga. These photos have been 

mounted on a map of the city and are 

displayed as a mural.  

www.museopicassomalaga.org. 

Picasso Casa Natal 
MALAGA. Until 20 March, 2022. 

Museo Casa Natal Picasso, Plaza de la 

Merced. 

Vilató, 100 obras para un Centenario 

is the title of the new exhibition in 

the house where Picasso was born. 

Javier Vilató was Picasso’s nephew, 

the son of his sister, Lola, who went 

on to make a name for himself in the 

world of art both nationally and 

internationally, although over-shad-

owed by his famous uncle. The exhi-

bition, which commemorates a hun-

dred years since his birth, includes 70 

pieces of his work: 68 paintings and 

two sculptures. The Pompidou in 

Malaga is also exhibiting some of his 

works until February 2022.  

Centre Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

https://centrepompidou-malaga.eu/ 

La Ecología de Las Imágenes. Until 17 

January 2022. An exhibition by 11 

French and Spanish artists. Videos, 

photos and contemporary art. 

From Miró to Barceló. Until 6 Febru-

ary, 2022. The semi-permanent exhi-

bition is entitled De Miró a Barceló. 

Un siglo de Arte Español (From Miró 

to Barceló. A century of Spanish art). 

This chronological journey through a 

century of Spanish art shows that the 

generation of contemporary artists 

has kept alive the spirit of the avant-

garde with extraordinary energy. This 

exhibition has been joined by the 

works of sculptor Julio González.  

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
MALAGA.  .  

Uncertainty’s Grace. Until 30 Janu-

ary, 2022. Markus Muntean (Austria, 

1962) and Adi Rosenblum (Israel, 

1962) produced this eight minute 

video clip to reflect the diverse pos-

sibilities of non-religious spiritualism 

in a consumer society.   

Dieter de Greef. Until 20 February. 

Coup de Théâtre by Belgian artist 

Dieter de Greef will be exhibited for 

the first time in Europe at the CAC. 

The exhibition consists of paintings in 

different formats completed over the 

last four years. 

Patricio Cabrera. Until 28 February. 

Seville artist Patricio Cabrera, is 

exhibiting over twenty of his works in 

different techniques and formats in 

this exhibition entitled El Labrador y 

el Astronauta. 

Habitar la Pausa. Until 16 January. 

Students that form part of the VIII de 

la Beca Artista Residente de Post-

grado 2021 la Facultad de Bellas 

Artes de la Universidad de Málaga, 

will be exhibiting their works.  

Piña de las Tentaciones 
MALAGA. Until 10 January. La Casa 

Amarilla, C/Santos. 

Ania Sáenz de Buruaga is the new 

artist showcased at La Casa Amarilla 

which is featuring collections by 

many well known artists including 

Pigsy, Eryl Pall, Misskafeina among 

others. 

Art For Change 
MALAGA. Until 23 January, 2022. 

Sala de Exposiciones, Jardín Botánico 

La Concepción 

The exhibition aims to make the 

viewer reflect on the sustainability 

of the planet by providing a com-

plete overview of visual arts from 

Malaga in the second decade of the 

21st century. 

100 Years of the Foreign Legion 
MALAGA. Until 15 February. Sociedad 

Económica de Amigos del País, Plaza 

de la Constitución.  

The exhibition is organised by the 

Ministry of Defence with the sup-

port of the Museo del Ejército, the 

Asociación de la Legionarios de 

Honor, the Fundación Tercios de 

Extranjeros and the Asociación Ber-

nardo de Gálvez. The exhibition 

consists of photos and documents 

that cover the 100 years history of 

the Spanish Foreign Legion. 

Mamones vs Human 
MALAGA. Until 25 February. El Cen-

tro de Fotografía y Artes Visuales, 

C/Victoria. 

An exhibition by Jorge Rueda of 

surreal and sometimes amusing 

photographs which question socie-

ties hipocritical values, sex, religion 

and politics.   

Metal Dennis Manarchy 
MALAGA. Until 15 January. La 

Térmica. 

An exhibition of photographs by 

American artist Dennis Manarchy. The 

models in the photos have been 

made-up using metallic spray paint 

and dressed with fantastic objects 

from ‘Radio Guy’ Steve Erenberg’s 

collection. The items include indus-

trial artifacts and rare medical instru-

ments. 

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 10am - 

8pm Tuesday to Sunday. 

Sorolla in Javea. Until 16 January 

2022. Sorolla’s summer vacation in 

Javea in 1905 was the catalyst for a 

series of paintings which demon-

strate his recognised style coming to 

maturity with rocky coves and bright 

light reflecting off the sea with fig-

ures in the water. Around 20 can-

vases from that period have been 

lent by the Sorolla Museum in 

Madrid.  

Museum Jorge Rando  

MALAGA. C/ Cruz del Molinillo. 

www.museojorgerando.org 

The Jorge Rando museum is celebrat-

ing its seventh anniversary this year 

and has a special exhibition entitled 

Soldados by Jorge Rando. A new 

exhibition, in conjunction with The 

Chinese Art Museum is called Huellas 

de Oriente. The exhibition will 

include pieces by Dao Zi, one of the 

main promoters of Christian contem-

porary art in China; Zhang Fuye, pro-

fessor at the Academy of Fine Arts 

among many other accolades: and Liu 

Xuguang, modern and contemporary 

artist and intellectual.  

www.jorgerando.org 

Poster collection 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. Until 9 

January. Casa Fuerte Bexmiliana. 

Twenty posters advertising films by 

Luis García Berlanga, one hundred 

years after his birth.  

Bernado Ocano 
EL MORCHE. From 14 January until 

10 February. Bio Beach Club restau-

rant, Paseo Marítimo.  

Figurative Art in Harmony Abstract is 

an exhibition by Venezuelan artist 

and architect, Bernardo Ocano 

Playmobil 
ALMUÑÉCAR. Until 9 January. Casa 

de la Cultura. 

From one of the biggest private col-

MUPAM is holding a 
collective exhibition of 
photographs and video 
installations by artists 
and members of FAMA 

CLAUDIA SAN MARTÍN 

MALAGA. MUPAM opens its 
doors to present a collective 
exhibition with a feminine 
accent. In it, twenty five  
female artists and photogra-
phers come together in ‘Auto-
poiesis’, which aims to recre-
ate the identity of the artists 
in confluence with their 
environment. Their experi-
ences are reflected in these 
forty images in different 
formats including installa-
tions, photobook and video 
art. 

The exhibition, curated by 
Elena Pedrosa, is the result of 
the work of the Colectivo de 
Fotógrafas Artistas 
Malagueñas, known as FAMA. 
It includes works by Cristina 
Savage, Alba Blanco, Laura 
Brickmann, Lola Araque, 

Lucía Villar, Verónica Ruth 
Frías and Victoria Abón, 
among others. These women 
are all participants in the 
cultural life of Malaga, so they 
bring their perspective and 
vision of the city and its 
possibilities through their 
art. 

 The exhibition, which can 

be seen until 27 February, is 
part of the new programme 
prepared by the museum.  

MUPAM is also offering 
guided tours throughout 
January from Tuesday to 
Friday at 6pm and Saturdays 
and Sundays at 1pm at its 
premises at 1 Paseo Reding in 
the city centre.

One of the artists involved in the exhibition.  SALVADOR SALAS

MUPAM’s new photographic 
exhibition by a Malaga artists’ group

Párramo, Mijas Pueblo

Patricio Cabrera, CAC Malaga

Espejito, Espejito, Marbella
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lections in Spain, four dioramas and a 

nativity scene created with Palymobil 

figures.   

MUSIC AND DANCE 

La Cochera Cabaret 

MALAGA. Avda de los Guindos.  

8 January, 10pm. Deltó tribute to 

Extremoduro. 

14 January, 9pm. Subze 2021 Tour. 

22 January, 10pm. La Bengala 

Tickets: www.lacocheraentra-

das.com/ 

Clarence Jazz Club  
TORREMOLINOS. Calle Danza Invisi-

ble, 8. 

7 January, 10pm. Philip Adie Trio. 

8 January, 10pm. Antonio Lizana.   

 info@clarencejazzclub.com 

La Posada 
MALAGA. Vincci Posada del Patio, 

Pasillo de Sta Isabel. 

7 January, 8pm. Daphne & Nicky. 

14 January, 8pm. Play On. 

www.tallerblues.es 

The Rob Sas Band 
COSTA DEL SOL.  Various venues. 

8 January, 10pm, Benavista. The Rob 

Sas band will be playing in the 

Melòdia bar and restaurant. 

29 January, 9pm, Benalmádena. Bar 

los Motos. 

Unicaja concerts 
MALAGA. 8 January, 12pm. Sala Uni-

caja María Cristina. 

The students of La Cajita Musical de 

Málaga are performing A Las Puertas 

de Palacio, a concert themed around 

princesses and villains for all the 

family. Tickets 8€: www.ticketentra-

das.com 

New Year Concert  
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Paseo Marítimo. 

9 January, 12.30pm. New Year Con-

cert by the Municipal Band. 

THEATRE AND OPERA 

Currents by Mayumana 

MALAGA. 8 January, 5 and 8pm, 9 

January, 7pm. Teatro Cervantes. 

Created for the Festival of Lights in 

Jerusalem, Currents is inspired by the 

two inventors Thomas Edison and 

Nikola Tesla. Tickets: 

https://www.unientradas.es/ 

Salon Varietés 
FUENGIROLA. 7.30pm daily, 7pm 

Sunday. The Salon Varietés Theatre, 

Calle Emancipación.  

Jack and the Beanstalk. Until 9 

January.  

Echoes of the Beatles. 8, 9 January.  

Johnny G Jukebox Gold. 15, 16 Janu-

ary.  

Tickets: boxoffice@salon-

varietestheatre.com or call: 

952474542 

LECTURES AND TALKS 

The Arts Society  

COSTA DEL SOL. 10 January, 

4.30pm.  

The Journey of the Magi: Origins, 

Myth and Reality - the True Story of 

the Three Kings. A lecture by Leslie 

Primo.  www.theartssociety-costa-

delsol.org/ 

NERJA. 11 January, 6pm. Live at the 

Centro Cultural or by zoom to your 

home. Guests welcome 10€. 

Lecture as above.  www.theartssocie-

tynerja.com 

National Museum lecture series 
GIBRALTAR.  Monthly at John Mack-

intosh Hall.  

13 January, 7pm. Dr Jennifer Ballan-

tine. “Two Gibraltars - the one that 

lies before him and the one that 

exists in his mind” (Mark Sanchez, 

Ruina): The convergence of the past 

upon Gibraltar’s fast changing topog-

raphy. 

NATIVITY SCENES 

Diocese of Malaga Living 
Nativity Scene Postponed. 

MALAGA. 14th in the afternoon, 15 

January all day. Casa Diocesana 

Málaga.  

Students from diocesan schools will 

interpret different passages from the 

Gospels telling the story of Jesus’ 

infancy. There will also be a bouncy 

castle, Royal Post Box, Christmas 

crafts and workshops as well as live 

music. Every year the organisers, 

with the help of the Children’s Oncol-

ogy Volunteers (AVOI) collect toys 

and gifts for disadvantaged children. 

Thyssen Museum Neapolitan 
Nativity 
MALAGA. Until January. Patio de las 

Columnas, Museo Carmen Thyssen 

Málaga.  

Archicofradía de los Dolores de San 

Juan have installed the traditional 

‘Belén napolitano’ which is free to 

visit during the opening hours of the 

museum. 

Christmas Nativity Scenes 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. Until 

January. La Sala Mare Nostrum de La 

Cala del Moral. 

The municipal nativity scene made by 

Agustín Gómez Fuentes. 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Until 7 January. 

Visit the nativity scenes in the Palacio 

del Marqués de Beniel, the Museo de 

Vélez-Málaga and the Centro de Arte 

Contemporáneo Francisco Hernán-

dez. 

MORE IDEAS 

Las Luces del Botánico, 
Christmas Garden 

MALAGA.  Until 9 January 2022, 

6.30 - 9.30pm. Gates close at 11pm. 

Malaga Jardín Botánico La Con-

cepción. 

A two kilometre route around the 

gardens will be lit by over two million 

lights and accompanied by music. 

Some of the lights will be in the form 

of some of the fauna present in the 

garden such as owls and squirrels and 

some flora such as a huge ‘biznaga’ 

lighting up one of the lakes. There 

will also be illuminated silhouettes of 

king Alfonso XIII, Sissi Emperatriz and 

Queen Isabell II. 

Bridge Lessons 
FUENGIROLA. Every Tuesday, 11am - 

1pm from 18 January. Restaurante La 

Chispa, near the Feria ground.  

Fuengirola International Bridge Club 

is offering a course of bridge lessons 

to beginners and rusty players. The 

first three weeks are free and there is 

no obligation to continue. The full 

course is 15 weeks and the weekly 

cost is 6euros. Information and to 

register email: frankdeakin@aol.com  

or call: 603358489. 

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR. Mon and Wed 

10am-1pm, Fridays, 11am - 1pm. Lux 

Mundi Ecumenical Centre, Avda  

Coach trip to Marbella and Plaza 

Mayor. 20 January. Various departure 

points. An excursion to Marbella Old 

Town. Enjoy a coffee in the beautiful 

Plaza de los Naranjos/Orange Square 

and meander through the narrow, 

cobbled streets. At 2.30pm, drive to 

Plaza Mayor in Malaga to shop in the 

Designer Retail Outlet, McArthur 

Glen. Tickets 19€ visitors or 16€ for 

Lux Mundi card holders. Bookings: 

952543334 or email: luxmundi@lux-

mundi.org 

Fitness walk 
MALAGA. 8 January, 3pm. Check-in 

at Torre Mónica, C/Pacífico.  

The walk will proceed along the 

Paseo Marítimo a distance of 5km 

approximately, returning to the start-

ing point at around 4.40pm. Pets, 

pushchairs or children under ten are 

not allowed. Pre-registration 

required 11€. Tee-shirts 5€. 

https://fitnesswalk.eu/ or email: 

info@fitnesswalk.eu 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. Lunchtime and late 

night screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es.  

West Side Story: 12.45 (Sun); 15.45  

(Fri-Sun); 18.50 (Tues); 21.55 (Mon, 

Wed, Thurs). 

Canta 2: 13.45 (Sun); 17.10 (Tues). 

Spiderman No Way Home: 13.30 

(Sun); 16.30, 22.30 (Fri-Sun); 19.30 

(every day). 

The Card Counter: 19.40 (Tues). 

Flag Day: 19.50 (Tues). 

The King’s Man: 22.20 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

West Side Story: 19.10 (Tues) 

Matrix Resurrections: 20.00 (Tues).  

Spider Man No Way Home: 19.15 

(Tues). 

The King’s Man: 21.30 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

The Card Counter: 20.00 (Tues).  

Matrix Resurrections: 12.15 (Sun), 

20.15 (Tues) 

Spider man No Way Home: 12.50 

(Sun); 19.00 (Tues); 22.10 (every 

day). 

The King’s Man: 21.45 (Tues)   

Westside Story: 12.25 (Sun); 18.50 

(Tues); 22.00 (every day). 

Cinesur Miramar 
FUENGIROLA. Avda de la 

Encarnación. Tel: 952198600. 

Spiderman No way Home: 12.15, 

16.00, 19.00, 22.00 (Fri-Sun) 

Matrix: Resurrections: 21.15 (Fri-Sun)   

The King’s Man: 19:30, 22.20 (Fri-

Sun) 

The Card Counter: 15.45 (Fri-Sun) 

Canta 2: 12.20, 16.00, 17.00 (Fri-Sun) 

West Side Story: 12:00, 18.00 (Fri-

Sun). 

American Graffiti: 20.00 (Tues). 

Point Break: 20.00 (Thurs). 

La Traviata opera from Rome : 20.00 

(Thurs).   

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

La Traviata opera from Rome : 20.00 

(Thurs).

The German artist 
resident in Granada is 
exhibiting some of his 
works created over the 
last thirty-five years 

CRISTINA PINTO 

MALAGA. It was around forty 
years ago when German-born 
screen printer Christian M. 
Walter, considered one of the 
best silk screen artists in the 
world, met with Marian 
Martín, co-director with Paco 
Aguilar, of Taller Gravura in 
Malaga.  

Now the gallery is exhibit-
ing over 35 of his works 
dating from 1986 to 2021.  

1986 was when Walter, 
together with his wife, de-
cided to embark on screen 
printing with his own work-
shop: “I was born in Ger-
many  but I learned screen 
printing here. When I arrived 
in Spain  I was self-
employed. With my wife, we 

opened our own company 
and we saved 500,000 pese-
tas with which to get furni-
ture and our own stamping 
equipment and that’s how we 
started. There are times and 
places where you can’t learn 
from abundance, but on the 

contrary, you learn from a 
lack of resources. That has 
always impressed me,” he 
explained.  

Thirty-five years later, a 
small portion of what he has 
achieved can be seen until 
the end of this month.

Christian M. Walter with his works.  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

The silk screen prints of Christian M. 
Walter on display in Taller Gravura

Bernardo Ocano, El Morche

Los Bengala, Cochera Cabaret
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F
or decades, the kitchen 
was the place in the home 
where people gathered, 

but then some time ago it moved 
to the living room, or a combi-
nation of both in open plan 
homes. Now that we have so 
many devices the TV does not 
have the power of getting peo-
ple together that it used to have, 
but the sofa still does, to watch 
television, or chat, or to read on 
your own.  

Marina Acosta, who is an in-
terior designer from Bilbao and 
an expert on preparing homes 
for sale or rent, tells us how to 
provide ‘warmth’ for the living 

room without needing a fire. 
Or.... do we need a fire? Well, “a 
fireplace brings a living room 
alive and it is decorative in its 
own right,” according to a guide 
to great decor in ‘El Mueble’ 
magazine, which is a trend-set-
ter for interiors.  

The sofa  

Do you dare to buy white? 

Marina Acosta says the sofa is 
the most important item of fur-
niture, so sit on several and try 
them out before buying. Then, 
decide on which colour you 
want. She recommends pale col-
ours. “Nowadays there are 

bomb-proof fabrics which mean 
that we can choose pale colours 
without worrying. That means 
you have an almost blank can-
vas to work on,” she says.  

The specialists at El Mueble 
agree.  “You can’t go wrong with 
a white sofa. It’s timeless, brings 
light into a room and doesn’t in-
fluence the use of other colours,” 
they say. Colour can be provided 
by cushions, and also the walls. 
“The choice of textiles for the 
cushions also helps us to create 
the ambience we want. Neutral 
colours with floral patterns, or 
stripes, soft designs in linen and 
cotton... they give a homely 

‘I really love 
being in 
my living room’ 

 Decor.   It is the most-used room 
in the home and here are some 
ideas on how to ensure that it is 
a delightful place to be 

YOLANDA 
VEIGA

MY HOME
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W   Photos of rooms 

remodelled by 
Marina Acosta

touch. On the walls, paper 
with plant motifs is good, be-
cause it is a way of bringing 
nature indoors,” she says. 
With regard to the size of the 
sofa, the specialists say it 
doesn’t have to “fill” a wall. 
“The ideal is to have one 
which is between 60 centime-
tres and one metre shorter 
than the wall, so it doesn’t 
look boxed in and can 
breathe,” they advise.  

The TV 

Best ‘hidden’ 

The image of a family sitting 
around watching TV is old-
fashioned now. “The layout 
of the living room doesn’t 
have to depend on the TV, but 
in reality it still does. Instead 
of it being a determining fea-
ture, it is a good idea to con-
sider a revolving or mobile 
stand so it can be seen from 
different angles,” says Marina. 
And, far from making it a cen-
tral feature of the room, the 
trend is to make it less notice-
able. “You can use pictures, 
panels or bookcases whose 
structure means you can hide 
it,” she says.  

Coffee tables 

The trend is for round 
ones these days 

Round tables are very fash-
ionable at the moment, al-
though in this case personal 
taste and space are determin-
ing factors. “Glass tables are 
popular, but they can seem 
cold. Wooden ones with iron 
details provide warmth and 
are easier to clean,” say the 
experts at El Mueble. 

“If there isn’t a lot of space, 
you could consider pouffes, 
because they don’t occupy 
much visual space and they 
can be used for different pur-
poses, for example as a coffee 
or occasional table, a footrest 
or a seat if you have visitors 
and need somewhere for them 
to sit,” says Marina Acosta.  

The bookcase 

The star of the room 

“If the sofa will forgive us for 
saying so, a bookcase is the 
star piece of furniture in a 
room,” they say at El Mueble, 
and they recommend one 
with thick shelves, at least 
three centimetres, and plenty 
of books. Marina Acosta says 
this has become trendy out 
of necessity: “With the pan-
demic, a lot of people were 
working from home, so in 
many cases where a bookcase 
had a usable corner, they 
made a desk for themselves 
there,” she says. 

Going for the 
Scandinavian touch 

Frida Ramstedt is the author of 
one of the most successful design 
blogs in Scandinavia. In her book 
‘The Interior Design Handbook’, 

she gives ideas on how to deco-
rate a living room Nordic style, 
which is very popular. These are 

some of her recommendations. 
 
Don’t clutter shelves with books 

If you want to display ornaments 
and books, leave about 30 per cent 
of the shelf empty and put the 
heaviest books on lower shelves. 

The ideal depth is from 30 to 40 
centimetres.  
 

A little light next to the TV  
Placing a table lamp on the televi-
sion table makes the room cosier 

and helps to soften the strong con-
trast between a highly illuminated 
screen and dark surroundings, says 
Frida. 

 
How many decorative items? 
There should be an odd number, not 

even, and placed in triangles, over-
lapping a little, made with different 
materials (wood, metal, glass...) and 

in different sizes.  
 
The height of pictures  
The ones you hang behind the sofa 

should cover two-thirds of the wall, 
and placed so that the central point 
of the picture is 1.45 metres high 

and at least 15 to 30 centimetres 
above the back of the sofa.  
 

The length of curtains 
They should hang two or three 
centimetres below the window or 
the windowsill, and if they are full 

length they should be two to 
three centimetres above the 
ground, says Frida.  

 
What if we want to eat in the liv-
ing room? 

If you put a dining table in the living 
room, the rug should be longer, ex-
tending at least 60 to 70 centime-
tres beyond the table, so that when 

the chairs are pulled out they are 
still on the rug. If the table is round, 
have a round rug; if it is square, a 

square rug. If the table is round, 
place a round lamp above it, 55-65 
centimetres above the top. 

 
Doubts about wall colours  
Matt paint hides defects but marks 
more easily and is difficult to clean. 

Glossy paint brings light and is eas-
ier to clean, but irregularities do 
show up more.  

 
The coffee table  
This should be two-thirds as wide 

as the sofa. The recommended 
height is 40 centimetres, and it 
should be 30 to 40 centimetres 
away from the sofa.  

 
A blanket on the sofa  
If the sofa is like a ‘chaise longue’, 

Frida Ramstedt recommends plac-
ing different-sized cushions at 
each end and a blanket at the foot. 

MY HOME



30303030303030 January 7th to 13th 2022 
SUR IN ENGLISH

30 HEALTH&BEAUTY30303030303030

T here are sayings we have 
heard all our lives that we 
take for granted and pass 

down through the generations. 
Here, three experts reveal that 
some of these are myths, because, 
after all, eating ‘migas’ really does 
not make your breasts bigger.  

Myths about food 
Dr Giuseppe Russolillo, who is the 
president of the Spanish Academy 
of Nutrition and Dietetics, demol-
ishes a few of these popular beliefs 
for us.   

Beer belly  

These prominent stomachs which 
prevent some people seeing parts 
of their body without the help of a 
mirror are simply due to an un-
healthy diet and lifestyle, he says. 
“People who accumulate abdomi-

 From beer bellies to birthmarks.  Sayings 
we have heard all our lives debunked; a 
full moon doesn’t trigger childbirth and a 
cut onion won’t cure a cough

ILLUSTRATION TOMÁS ONDARRA

ISABEL IBÁÑEZ
nal fat aren’t eating a healthy 
enough diet. Of course, it’s possible 
that they do drink beer, but there 
are others who don’t and they also 
have a stomach like this,” he points 
out. “This is android or visceral 
obesity which accumulates in the 
belly and waist and poses a high 
risk, much more so than if the fat 
is deposited in the buttocks or 
thighs, because being in the belly, 
close to the viscera, it increases 
cardiovascular risk, especially in 
women. And the likelihood of dia-
betes,” he explains. 

‘Migas’ make breasts bigger 

This one really makes Dr Russo-
lillo laugh: “It’s completely false, 
there is absolutely nothing to back 
it up, under any circumstances. 
It’s just funny,” he says. And obvi-
ously, the same goes for peanuts.   

Chocolate cheers us up 

Eating a lot of chocolate can re-
lease a series of neurotransmit-
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If you’re choking, 
drink water 

No, this is something you ab-
solutely should not do be-
cause the water will block the 
small amount of air you’re 
taking in and make things 
worse. Pediatrician Lucía 
Galán says it is important to 
stay calm when someone is 
choking, and try to help them 
to cough. “Encourage them to 
cough. If after a few seconds 
that isn’t having any effect 
and they are getting worse, 
get someone to call 112 while 
you start performing the He-
imlich manoeuvre: stand be-
hind the person who is chok-
ing and put your arms around 
their body. Close one fist and 
place it just above the navel, 
thumb side in. Grab the fist 
with your other hand and 
push it inward and upward at 
the same time, making a J 
shape. Repeat this from six to 
ten times, as necessary. Con-
tinue until the obstruction 
disappears. If the person 
loses consciousness, then you 
need to start doing CPR on 
them,” she says. 

DANGEROUS ADVICE:

ters at cerebral level that make us 
feel better: “It’s possible that when 
you eat a food like this, it helps the 
synthesis and secretion of sero-
tonin, maybe. In general, these are 
sweet foods or foods that remind 
us a lot of our childhood, and they 
may help cheer us up, although 
not because the food itself has that 
capacity, but because it releases a 
series of neurotransmitters,” ex-
plains this nutritionist. 

Chorizo gives you spots 

Dr Russolillo says this can happen 
with any food which is very high 
in fat. “If you eat a diet with a lot of 
fat, especially those of animal ori-
gin, as well as putting on weight 
there can be reactions such as the 
appearance of acne,” he says.  
 
Melon is gold in the morning, silver at 

lunch and deadly  at night  

That’s a well-known saying in 
Spain, but this expert confirms 
that there is no evidence to sup-
port the idea that the time of day 
makes melon any better or worse 
for you. “I do believe in listening 
to your body, though: if you real-
ise that every time you eat a cer-
tain product you get acne or don’t 
feel well, then find something else 
or try it at a different time of day. 
This one is a myth because there 

is no evidence for it, but if some-
thing makes a person feel ill and 
it carries on over time they should 
consult a nutritionist because it’s 
not a good thing to cut foods out 
of your diet,” he advises.  

Sex, pregnancy and birth 
Gynaecologist Francisco Carmona 
responded humorously to some of 
the things people say about sex-
ual relations, conception, preg-
nancy and birth, fertile ground for 
old wives’ tales.   

Putting your legs up after sex makes 
it easier to become pregnant  

This is something you often hear, 
even from highly-educated peo-
ple. Dr Carmona says he has a cou-
ple of friends who are doctors and 
are convinced it works, “but it has 
nothing to do with it”. “What is es-
sential is that the spermatozoa 
have the capacity for spontaneous 
movement, that they are able to 
move linearly, not in circles. And 
orgasm is important for women 
because these contractions act as 
a Hoover for the sperm,” he says. 
He also  points out that the ovary 
that is ovulating releases sub-

stances that cause the male cells 
to move towards it more than to-
wards the other ovary. 

That bump is a boy...  

This is one of the most common 
myths, people who think that the 
shape of a pregnant woman’s stom-
ach - pointed, higher, lower - indi-
cates whether she is having a boy 
or a girl. “Definitely not. I did an 
internship with a gynaecologist 
who had a reputation for always 
guessing the sex of the baby to 
come from the shape of the bump. 
He would say to the pregnant 
woman: ‘You’re going to have a boy,’ 
but in his papers he would write 
that it was going to be a girl. So if 
he was right about what he had 
said, great, and if he was wrong 
and they came to ask for an expla-
nation, then he would take out his 
papers and it would be very clear 
that he had predicted a girl! You 
have a 50% chance of getting it 
right, it’s easy!”  

If a pregnant woman doesn’t satisfy 
her food cravings, the baby will have 
a birthmark 

Dr Carmona jokes that pregnant 
women are very keen to keep this 
myth going because it means they 
can insist on being indulged. 
“There’s nothing more to be said 
about it,” he says.   

Eat everything so the foetus gets 
used to different tastes 

So they will love asparagus... or 
maybe not. It’s like when people 
say pregnant women shouldn’t 
drink cow’s milk because other-
wise the baby will develop an in-
tolerance to it. Everything a 
mother-to-be eats or drinks de-
composes into other components 
and it is those that are passed to 
the baby via the umbilical cord. So, 
no. 

Does a full moon trigger childbirth?   

There are plenty of studies to con-
firm that there are no more births 
than usual during a full moon, al-
though this is a widely held belief. 
“Otherwise the hospitals would be 
overwhelmed, and that doesn’t 
happen. I don’t know where this 
belief has come from, I suppose it 
has to do with the tides being 
caused by the moon, but oceans 
are vast expanses of water, while 
the water that a pregnant woman 
carries is very small indeed,” says 
Dr Carmona.  

Remedies and other stories 
We asked Lucía Galán, who is a pe-
diatrician and the director of Cen-

tro Creciendo, to clear up some 
misconceptions.   

Does saliva cure?  

“Well, I know there is a saying 
about ‘licking your wounds’ but we 
really don’t recommend that any-
body does that, says Galán. She ex-
plains that human saliva contains 
a large variety of bacteria which 
are inoffensive in our mouths but 
can cause serious infection in open 
wounds elsewhere on the body. “In 
fact, human bites, when they break 
the skin, become infected more 
easily and are more serious than 
those caused by animals,” she says. 
The best way to treat a wound is to 
clean it with water and soap and 
disinfect it with antiseptic.   

If it itches, it’s because it’s healing  

Not necessarily so. Sometimes a 
wound can itch as part of the scar-
ring process, but Dr Galán says it 
can also be because it is becom-
ing infected. “The itching doesn’t 
always mean it is healing, so be 
careful,” she says.  

If you get cold you’ll catch a cold  

“The common cold isn’t caused by 
cold weather but by a virus. In other 
words, if there is no virus there will 
be no common cold, even if it’s 
freezing outside. And viruses are 
transmitted by close contact be-
tween people when one of them is 
carrying it; people understand that 
more now, because of the corona-
virus,” says Dr Galán.  

So what happens in winter, in 
that case? Respiratory viruses par-
ticularly like the cold to reproduce 
and stay active, and that’s why there 
are more of them in the winter than 

“A lot of people think if a 
woman puts her legs up 
after sex it will help her 
get pregnant, but it 
won’t”

in the summer. “Also, in winter we 
tend to be indoors more, so there 
is more contagion and the low hu-
midity inside also helps the viruses 
to replicate. That dryness in the 
atmosphere means our mucous 
membranes are not sufficiently 
hydrated and our virus-cleaning 
systems don’t work fully,” she says, 
referring for example to the little 
hairs in our noses that help to trap 
and clean out germs. So during the 
winter, spending more time with 
other people in heated rooms 
which dry out the atmosphere is 
“the perfect storm for becoming 
unwell”.  She does point out as well, 
though, that prolonged exposure 
to cold “can cause hypothermia 
and weakens the immune system, 
but not if you’re just popping out 
to take the rubbish to the bin with-
out a jacket on”.   

Tilt the head back to stop a nosebleed 

Quite the contrary, actually, be-
cause if you tilt your head back it 
can mean all the blood goes to the 
throat “and that could make you 
cough, choke or vomit,” says Dr 
Galán. What we should do is sit the 
person down and lean them for-
ward slightly so any blood that 
reaches the throat can be expelled 
through the mouth. “We tell them 
to breathe through their mouth 
and press our fingers on their nos-
trils for a few minutes until the 
bleeing stops. Normally, it will have 
stopped in about ten minutes,” she 
says. It is best not to blow the nose 
or put paper or cotton wool in the 
nostrils, because removing it could 
make the bleeding start again.   

Got a cough? You need a cut onion 

“Well, cutting an onion into quar-
ters and leaving it by the bed won’t 
cause you any problems, but apart 
from the smell, which will linger 
for weeks, it won’t help the cough. 
The cough might get better, but it 
won’t be because of the onion, or 
at least there is no scientific evi-
dence to say it is, I’m sorry,” says 
Dr Galán. “And saying ‘it works for 
me’ is no substitute for scientific 
research. That’s like saying I al-
ways drive through a red traffic 
light and nothing has ever hap-
pened to me, so it must be OK. Well, 
if that is the case, why aren’t we all 
doing it?” she says. 
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O
f all the books about 
Spanish food and wine 
that have been pub-

lished over the last half dec-
ade, possibly the worst have 
been written by Americans. 

 Travelling around a foreign 
country, eating in restaurants 
and collecting recipes from 
co-operative natives should be 

the easiest thing in the world. 
Far from it apparently.  

The lazy way is to translate an 
already published book from its 
original idiom to that of the 
proposed published version, 
although little things like weights 
and measures, names of ingredi-
ents, and references to cooking 
utensils, can be hidden traps.  

Within the EU, we are all 
singing from the same hymn 
sheet, but globally there are 
significant areas for potential 
misunderstandings.  

These are often of a cultural 
nature, like believing that tapas 
can be eaten with a coffee, or an 
authentic paella or ‘arroz’ should 
be cooked in an oven.  

The specific culprit in this 

case is referred to as a ‘Paella… 
for a covered barbecue, Paella al 
Weber’ which turns out to be the 
name of the manufacturer of the 
barbecue, not the style of paella.  

One star recipe is swordfish 
with pine nuts and raisins, a 
method I have never heard of.  
Marmitako, the famous Basque 
tuna dish, is introduced as a 
fisherman’s dish to be prepared 
on a boat - but mentions oven 
time! Duck with pears is seem-
ingly a well-known Spanish dish, 
but, rather like the venison with 
shallot sauce, is clearly the 
author’s invention.  This last is 
notable for a listed ingredient of 
eight ounces of cold butter. Is 
there another option?

Ramos Paul 2006 

A notable wine for several rea-
sons, not least being its excel-
lent quality. Made with Tem-
pranillo, Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Syrah and Merlot, it is heavy 
and very tasty. Two years in 
wood, and although quite ex-
pensive, worth splashing out 
on occasionally, above all when 
someone needs 
to be convinced 
that Malaga reds 
can hold their 
own against more 
well-known re-
gions. Around 34 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Misunderstandings

ANDREW J. LINN

The lazy way to write  
about Spanish food and 
wine is to translate an 
already-published book

W
hen looking up the 
word ‘Pavlova’ on the 
internet you come 

across pictures of a meringue 
dessert decorated with red fruits 
and berries. Unsurprisingly, 
many don’t have a clue that Pav-
lova is actually the surname of 
the Russian prima ballerina of 
the late 19th and the early 20th 
centuries who settled in Eng-
land. Nowadays it is mostly the 
dessert that immortalises Anna 
Pavlova’s name, or rather sur-
name. 

Anna Pavlova was born in 
Saint Petersburg on 12 Febru-
ary 1881. It is thought that clas-
sical ballet did not come easily 
to the young girl, who was 
taunted by her fellow students 
with the nickname ‘the broom.’ 
However, during her final year 
at the Imperial Ballet School, 

she performed many roles with 
the principal company and her 
performance drew praise from 
the critics. 

Ballets Russes 
By 1908 Anna Pavlova had be-
gun to tour abroad. Pavlova 
worked briefly for Sergei Di-
aghilev’s Ballets Russes that 
used to come to Spain, and later 
formed her own company. It is 
believed that members of her 
troupe were largely English girls 
with Russianised names.  

Eventually England became 
her home. In 1912, Anna Pav-
lova bought Ivy House in north 
London, where she lived until 
her death in 1931. 

Together with her husband, 
the ballerina maintained a stu-
dio in her house to teach ballet 
arts to English children. Moreo-

ver, like most Londoners, Pav-
lova was passionate about gar-
dening. In her garden she 
planted exotic flowers, but they 
often died in the London climate. 
She loved flowers and one of 
them now bears her name. 

 English rose-breeder Peter 
Beales named his hybrid pale 
pink tea rose Anna Pavlova. 
However, it is the meringue des-
sert that has come to immortal-
ise Anna Pavlova’s name. 

Anna Pavlova was the first bal-

lerina to tour with a ballet com-
pany around the entire world. 
The dessert is believed to have 
been created in honour of Pav-
lova either during or after one 
of her tours to Australia and New 
Zealand in the 1920s. 

Known also as ‘the pav’, this 
popular dish with its simple rec-
ipe, has become an important 
part of the national cuisine of 
both Australia and New Zealand, 
and both countries claim to have 
invented the dessert.  

Despite that, it possibly might 
have originated from Europe in 
the 18th century.  

A large meringue construc-
tion, covered with whipped 
cream and decorated with nuts 
and fruits, was made in aristo-
cratic kitchens across German-
speaking lands more than two 
centuries ago.  

The Spanish connection 
During the Baroque period, there 
was allegedly a great demand 
for the Spanische Windtorte des-
sert in the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. 

 This 18th-century Austrian 
dessert was particularly fragile 
because it consisted of rings of 
baked meringue filled with 
cream and fruit. Therefore, the 
piping of the meringue, the bak-
ing process and subsequent con-
struction of the dish required 
patience and careful attention 
to detail. 

The Spanish reference appar-
ently came about due to the Aus-
trian House of Habsburg and 
their fascination with all things 
Spanish. It may also be part of 
a more distant time when Catho-
lic pilgrims followed the Camino 
de Santiago through Spain. 

There is apparently only one 
place on the Costa del Sol,  
located in the very centre  
of Malaga, where pastry chef 
José Antonio Subires creates 
Pavlova in his patisserie all year 
round.

 Pavlova.  The legendary white 
meringue with cream and fruit has 
pride of place on dinner tables and 
could have roots in several countries

A Spanish origin for 
a classic dessert? 

Pavlova is an elaborate  
dessert made with  

meringue, fruit and 
 fresh cream.  SUR

ALEKK M. 
SAANDERS
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J
ust when followers of FC 
Barcelona thought they’d 
experienced it all in 

2021, 2022 stepped forward 
and said: ‘hold my cerveza’. 

The bizarre story of a crisis-
ridden first half of the season 
spilled over into the back 
straight as the club unveiled 
Ferran Torres. “Barcelona are 
back,” proclaimed Joan La-
porta, just hours before the 
Barcelona president and the 
new €55-million signing were 
sent into isolation after testing 
positive for Covid. 

Another twist to the story 
was the admission that the 
club couldn’t yet register the 
former Manchester City man as 

they would exceed the salary 
cap. 

Xavi let the complication of 
the situation slip :“Let’s see 
how the salary cap situation is. 
There’ll have to be some play-
ers leaving. If we get 
(Ousmane) Dembele to re-sign 
and lower his pay, it would al-
low us to get Torres in.” 

Good luck with that! Dem-
bele is currently negotiating 
what happens when his con-
tract runs out in the summer. 
He’ll be expecting a rise rather 
than a wage cut.  

Of course, several senior 
players did take a cut at the 
start of the season when the 
club needed financial wiggle 

room to make way for Sergio 
Agüero.  Alas, the unfortunate 
Argentinian only wore the shirt 
five times before enforced re-
tirement. 

There’s been enough twists 
and turns to last a decade of 
chronicling the club. Remem-
ber the Lionel Messi saga ran 
throughout the summer and 
Antoine Griezmann started the 
season before he was loaned to 
Atlético Madrid. 

Already this season, 42 play-
ers have been handed a match-
day shirt in La Liga and the 
Champions League. Xavi - and 
Ronald Koeman before him - 
have needed to dig into the re-
serve and youth team to reach 

a full complement of players. 
The upside in a very down-

beat season is the emergence 
of the young talent as the ob-
stacles have been removed to 
reach the first team. Gavi 
emerged in September and the 
17-year-old was soon given a 
Spain national team call. Nico 
González is still officially a B 
team player yet looks like the 
long-term successor to Sergio 
Busquets for both club and 
country. 

In fact, the Spain national 
team for years to come could 
be drawn from this current 
Barça squad. Gavi, Pedri, Fer-
ran Torres, Eric García, Ansu 
Fati are already established in-

ternationals.   
Ferran Jutglà, Ilias Ak-

homach, Estanis Pedrola and 
Álvaro Sanz have all hit the 
ground running, most of them 
running very fast. 

The enthusiasm seems to 
have inspired the senior play-
ers. Goalkeeper Marc-Andre 
Ter Stegen put in his best per-
formance of the season in Mal-
lorca, Gerard Piqué seems to 
have rediscovered his author-
ity, and Sergio Busquets has 
missed just a single game this 
season. 

One player who won’t be 
seen for a number of weeks is 
the exciting Austrian teenager 
Yusuf Demir. There’s a clause 
in his contract that triggers an 
extra payment when he makes 
10 appearances on loan from 
Rapid Vienna.  

The clubs are negotiating 
and, until then, he’s one of 
many unavailable to Xavi. 

Once it was the coach who 
made the biggest decisions at 
the Camp Nou, now everything 
is run past the club accountant 
before a team sheet is handed 
in.

The bizarre story of a crisis-ridden club 
FC Barcelona have enough twists and turns         
to last a decade of chronicling the club

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, Sky Sports

The Blue and Whites 
defeated Alcorcón by 
one goal to nil on 
Monday in a hard-
fought game, with 
promotion now back 
within their sights 

SHAY CONAGHAN
 

MALAGA. Malaga started their year 
with a hard-fought win over bot-
tom-placed Alcorcón on Monday 
evening.  

Head coach Jose Alberto stuck 
to 4-4-2 formation, with Ramón, 
Chavarría amd Ismael Casas 
coming into the starting XI, as 
several players had tested posi-
tive over the Christmas break. 

The game started off fairly 
even in possession, as both teams 
approached their attacks with 
caution. But the visitors soon took 
over the reins of the game after 
ten minutes, although not really 
being able to create many 
chances. 

Alcorcón did their best to 
thwart Malaga’s progress, squeez-
ing their players through the mid-
dle and forcing the Andalusians 
to look for space down the flanks. 

Malaga improved towards the 
end of the opening 45 minutes, 
and even had a good chance to 
open the scoring if it were not for 
a bad final pass into the box. 

But the Blue and Whites 
seemed sluggish, as if the Christ-
mas break was still in the back 
of their minds, and half-time 
couldn’t come quickly enough. 

José Alberto made no substi-
tutions at the break, clearly happy 
enough with how his players had 
performed. 

Alcorcón started the second 
half much stronger, noticing that 
the game was very much open 
and could still be won; and the 
hosts took control of the game 
for the first 15 minutes, but still 

Malaga finally bag an away win

tage of the first Alcorcón defen-
sive error of the night, heading 
the ball in from close range af-
ter it came off a home player. 

Malaga hung on until the end 
of the game, maintaining their 
one-goal lead, to pick up a much-
needed, first away win of the sea-
son and kick start 2022. 

The Blue and Whites now face 
Sporting Gijón on Sunday, as 
they return to La Rosaleda for 
the first time this year in their 
quest to keep their promotion 
hopes alive.

with very few chances to show 
for it. 

Malaga subbed Kevin and Is-
mael on into the game with half 
an hour to go, in the hope the 
wide players could inject some 
much-needed energy into the 
team. 

Malaga did slowly come back 
into the match, but both teams 
were still locking horns, unable 
to break the deadlock. 

And then, with ten minutes to 
go, Paulino scored from a corner. 
The Malaga player took advan-

Table 

          Team                       P       W       D         L       GF       GC     PT 

 1. Almería               21   14       3       4    37     14    45 

2. Eibar                     22   12       6       4    34     26    42 

3. Valladolid           22   12       4       6    34     24    40 

4. Tenerife               22   11       5       6    28     17    38 

5. Ponferradina     22   10       7       5    28     20    37 

6. Girona                  22   10       4       8    30     25    34 

7. Las Palmas         22      9       7       6    29     26    34 

8. Cartagena           22   10       3       9    28     28    33 

9. Oviedo                 22      7    11       4    25     19    32 

10. Malaga             22      8       6       8    21     28    30 

11. Burgos              22      8       5       9    23     23    29 

12. Sporting           22      7       7       8    22     25    28 

13. Ibiza                   22      6    10       6    21     24    28 

14. Huesca              22      6       9       7    22     21    27 

15. Mirandés          22      7       5     10    30     34    26 

16. Zaragoza          22      5    11       6    17     23    26 

17. Leganés            22      6       7       9    24     25    25 

18. Lugo                  21      4    12       5    25     25    24 

19. Amorebieta     22      3    11       8    26     33    20 

20. Fuenlabrada    22      3    11       8    16     24    20 

21. R. Sociedad B  22      4       5     13    18     30    17 

22. Alcorcón           22      2       5     15    16     40    11

Results Matchday 22 

Oviedo-Ponferradina                                                       2-0 
Burgos-Amorebieta                                                2-2 
Eibar-Real Sociedad B                                           3-2 
Valladolid-Leganés                                                 1-0 
Almería-Cartagena                                                 0-1 
Sporting-Lugo                                                          1-1 
Huesca-Girona                                                         0-1 
Mirandés-Zaragoza                                                2-0 
Fuenlabrada-Ibiza                                                   1-2 
Tenerife-Las Palmas                                               0-1 
Alcorcón-Málaga                                                    0-1

SECOND DIVISION

Malaga players celebrate Paulino’s goal which one them the match in Alcorcón.  AGENCIA LOF

Malaga sign Vadillo  
after Fifa ban is lifted 

The club wasted no time when  
Fifa lifted its ban on signing 
after an agreement was 
reached to pay a debt to for-
mer goalkeeper Cenk Gonen. 
Their first winter arrival, 
winger Alvaro Vadillo on loan 
from Espanyol, was an-
nounced on Wednesday.



 
January 7th to 13th 2022 

SUR IN ENGLISHSPORT34

T he future of Spanish kite-
surfing is more than as-
sured, as was made clear 

when the Junior World Cup came 
to an end in Tarifa a few weeks 
ago. This town in Cadiz province 
witnessed five victories by com-
petitors from Spain in the nine 
possible categories, highlighting 
the excellent work which is be-
ing done with young kitesurfers. 
Among the new champions were 
16-year-old Keanu Merten and 
Rafa Montero, 14, who are both 
from Estepona and won the un-
der-17 and under-16 categories 
respectively.   

For some time, both have been 
making a name for themselves 

among the best riders in the coun-
try and also at European level. In 
fact Keanu Merten, who was born 
in Germany and has been living 
on the Costa del Sol since he was 
a child, has just been proclaimed 
champion of the Spain Kiteboard-
ing League in junior and senior 
category 2021. He achieved this 
in June, when he was 15, in a 
competition which took place in 
video format and not in person, 
the first of this type to have been 
organised since the lockdown.  

“It has been a brilliant year,” 
says Keanu. He currently com-
petes in Strapless, one of the dif-
ferent forms of kitesurfing in 
which a surfboard with no straps 

for the feet is used. The waves are 
used to jump and perform tricks 
in the air, no matter how difficult 
they may seem. These were the 
tricks which this young man dem-
onstrated during the latest world 
championship in Tarifa. 

“I wasn’t sure I could win be-
cause a lot of good people were 
competing. I was nervous, but in 
the end we were very happy,” he 
says. In the final he beat Noah Ni-
colas, who is also from Spain, to 
become world champion.  

Ambition is another sign of 
identity of this young sportsman 
who is already dreaming of mak-
ing a name for himself among 
older competitors.  

“My aim is to do the full inter-
national circuit and be in the top 
three. I think it will be possible, 
with time,” he says.  

The Junior World Champion-
ship also crowned another ath-
lete from Estepona, Rafa Mon-
tero, in a category in which he 
had to compete with rivals up to 
two years older than him.  

“We had to go to another coun-
try for one of the trials, where the 
conditions were different, and I 
found that hard. I wasn’t expect-
ing to win, the standard was very 
high and I didn’t know most of 
the riders, so that put me under 
pressure,” says Montero, who re-
calls that he didn’t know how to 
react when he realised he had 
won. “You don’t know what to do. 
I felt really strange and very nerv-
ous, but very happy at the same 
time,” he explains.  

Rafa competes in Freestyle, a 
very technical format in which 
the main objective is to perform 
jumps while disengaged from 
the harness which connects the 
rider from the kiteboard, per-
mitting them to perform as 
many tricks as possible. His dis-
play in the final, in which the 
spectators got out of their seats 
to watch in amazement, was 
more than enough to win him 
the world title. It was a trophy 
which put the perfect finishing 
touch to a year to remember, in 
which he also won the Spanish 
junior championship.  

Nor is he immune to the am-
bition which characterises the 
other young competitors. “I would 
like to win the world champion-
ship every year and then go on to 
do the same in the senior cate-
gory,” he says.  

Family and school 
Despite their calling to be the best 
at their sport in the future, these 
two riders from Malaga province 
have their feet on the ground, at 
least during the time they are not 
kitesurfing. Both are keeping up 
to date with their studies, although 
they admit that, at times, their 
schoolwork does not allow them 
to train as much as they like. They 
usually spend four or five hours a 
day after school, as long as there 
is enough wind.  

Behind their success, as well 
as their training, lies the support 
from their sponsors, the CD Kite-
surfing de Estepona, which has 
seen them grow, and the efforts 
of their families. Their fathers, 
Eric Merten and Rafael Montero, 
have not only transmitted their 
love of this sport to their children, 
but have also become their main 
advisers.  

Both families have plenty of 
reason to dream of flying high 
now, and not only on the water.  

Kitesurfing. Keanu Merten and 
Rafa Montero have become 
Spain’s rising stars in this sport 
after their recent victories in 
the first Junior World Cup 

The future of 
world 
kitesurfing is 
from Estepona

X   The riders from 
Estepona pose 

with their trophies 
after winning the 
junior world cham-

pionship in Tarifa. 
 SUR

X   Rafa Montero, 

wearing a Malaga 
shirt, performing 
one of his tricks 

during a training 
session.  SUR

   Keanu Merten and 

Rafa Montero with 
their boards on the 
beach in Estepona. 

 SUR

JOSÉ MARÍA 
MARTÍN

QUOTES

Keanu Merten  

 Under-17 world champion 

“It has been a brilliant 
year. I wasn’t sure I could 
win because a lot of good 
people were competing” 

Rafa Montero 

 Under-16 world champion 

“I’d like to win the junior 
championship every year 
and then do the same in 
the senior category”
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General advertising enquiries:  

952 649 638 
952 649 669 
 

evera@diariosur.es 

dandrews@diariosur.es 

SUR offices: 

Mijas Costa /  

Fuengirola:  

C. C. Carrefour.  

Avda. Los Lirios s/n   

Monday to Thursday 9.30 am  

to 2.00 pm; Friday 9.30 am to 

1.30 pm. Telephones   

952 580 726   

952 583 850 

670 643 488   

605 022 121 

www.surinenglishads.com 

ads@surinenglishads.com 

Estepona:   

Puerto Deportivo de Estepona. 

Edificio Torre de Control, local 44. 

Monday to Friday  9 am to 3 pm. 

952 806 408   

659 344 816 

estepona@publicidadsur.com 

 

How much does a CLASSIFIED 

advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadline TUESDAY 12 noon 

Notice  
to readers: 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

Notice to  
advertisers  : 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spell-

ing corrections to advertise-

ments as and when deemed nec-

essary, and to classify correctly 

any advertisement. Although 

every care is taken to ensure the 

correct publication of advertise-

ments, regrettably mistakes do 

sometimes occur. If there is an 

error in your advertisement, 

notify your agency or agent at 

once as SUR in English can only 

accept responsibility for ONE 

insertion published incorrectly. 

We would like to advise advertis-

ers that no free insertions will be 

given when the advertise-

ment/material received is not 

suitable for print media. 

Website / Email address: 
Please be advised that it may not 

be possible for your website or 

email address to be printed on 

one line. If it will not fit,  

advertisers and readers alike 

should bear in mind that a 

hyphen will be inserted at the end 

of the first line to indicate that 

the email address continues on 

the line below.

in English

January 7th to 13th 2022 
SUR IN ENGLISH

35CLASSIFIED

Estepona 

PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

MARINA Freehold Premises. Totally 
renovated. Prepared for any Busi-
ness low rates. No water bills. Great 
Location.  220.000 euros. Exclusive 
Realty 607796611 info@exclusiv-
erealtycosta.com 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building plots. 
Tel 952491609/667067269 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are 
always looking for inland and Mijas 
properties to sell to our interested 
buyers. Tel 952491609/667067269 

Marbella 

WE CLEAR storages, houses etc.. 
we buy collections of stamps & all 
types of antique collections. Call Pe-
ter 618090073 (Whatsapp) 

CENTRICAL: One reformed bed-
room apartment 65m2, A/C. Com-
munity pool & gardens. 199,000 
Euros. 665282221 

URB. MONTE Biarritz: Villa 6 bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, 1,400m2 plot, 
pool.  900,000 Euros. 665282221 

Property Wanted 

WE HAVE clients actively looking 
for villas, townhouses & apart-
ments from Torremolinos to Ca-
lahonda. Call Joe 626864683 

WANT to buy maximum 270,000 
Euros apartment 2 bedrooms, 1 or 
2 bathrooms, from Avda Ricardo So-
riano to Promenade (Marbella). No 
Agents. 665282221 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals. Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

Marbella 

BANÚS  3 bedrooms, long term, full 
equip, by marina, private garden, 
pools, bravoelezovic@gmail.com, 
owner +34637439222 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com) 8x4 pool 
4,749€ fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Malaga/Marbella. 
678791495/952756168 sparklen-
ripple@hotmail.com www.spar-
klenripple.net 

Garden 

SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree sur-
gery. Nº1 for Trees/Palms/ Garden 
& Pool Maintenance. Since 1998. 
+34711010971  www.spain-
tree.com/ arbolista@spaintree.com 

THE GARDENER: Specialist tall tree 
jobs & palms. Tree prunning. Gar-
dens/Communities maintenance. 
Competitive rates. Facebook Spacial-
tall Tree Jobs. Whatsapp 637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20yrs on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie. 
679646185 

COSTADIGGERS & CONSTRUC-
TION: Building Projects, Home & 
Garden. Tel/Whatsapp 678450051 
costadiggers@hotmail.com/ 
www.costadiggers.com 

CONSTRUCTION in general, all 
types of reforms. Quality building 
at the right price. Stuart 648153718 

R.K.S PROPERTY SERVICES: Es-
tablished 2005. Kitchen and bath-
room specialists. Full reforms, 
Plastering, Tiling and Plumbing 
services. 634315264/634345118 

Plumbers 

EUROPEAN Plumbing Services: 
Plumbing, Aircon, leaks, boilers. 
24hrs emergencies. Fully insured. 
672531081 

Electricians 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

ATD DECOR: British painter. 30 

years' experience. Punctual. Great 

rates. Call for free quote. 603132783 

Facebook: @ATDDecorMalaga 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-

ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-

rior/exterior, private residential, 

commercial & communities. Spray-

ing: Doors/kitchens & furniture. 

Light construction. Call/Whatsapp: 

628066308 www.rainbowpintu-

ras.com Daniel 

Gates 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.the-
garagedoorcompany.es 
952786178/605356469 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage doors motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. expertgates.com Call Colin 
951242873/636394641 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered Coast 
and Inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily run. Carpets, sofas and mat-
tresses cleaned. Reliable fast serv-
ice. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business  

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

ADVANCE Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experpience, 
wet or dry clean. Honest, reliable 
services. 678808837/ 952669701 
Email acservs@outlook.com 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

POLISH / granding/ repair your 
marble. Professionally half price. 
+0034671244683 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

VENTANAS Arcoplan Nº1 in UPVC 
windows & glass curtains. Tel; 
952667559 info@arcoplan.net 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! ge-
nevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/678768454 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-
curity surveys. English speaking. 
www.securityofspain.com 
636770865/952660233 

Solar Energy 

WWW.SOLARSUNO.COM Solar en-
ergy & construction. Lowest 
prices. Highest quality. 658277572 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIRFLOW Airconditioning for re-
pairs. New installations. Units from 
700€ inclusive. 952443222 
Whatsapp 637554316 air-
flowspain@live.com 

FUJITSU Inverter 899€ fully in-
clusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287 

AIRCONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, 
ice makers, bottle coolers, dish-
washers. Fantastic value and re-
liability after sales service. Wil-
liams Refrigeration SL. 
952596404/679284959 

Cleaning Services 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 
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RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leatehr cleaned on site. 
685524921 

RUGS, fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

ADVANCE Cleaning Services. Pro-
fessional carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, 27years experpience, 
wet or dry clean. Honest, reliable 
services. 678808837/ 952669701 
Email acservs@outlook.com 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

SOLICITOR Criminal law, drug cases, 
private investigations, debt collec-
tion. 30 years experience. Mob 
697834934. Office 865970169 

Insurance 

Translators 

LEGAL translation service offered 
by highly experienced graduate. 
Educated to masters level in Eng-
lish and with knowledge of property 
and civil law. Lily 619163191 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or 
other paperwork? Recovery docu-
ment service available, fast con-
fidential, reliable. 617910147 al-
an1l@yahoo.co.uk 

Others 

LEEFSTIJL Coach Costa del Sol voor 
nederlandstaligen. Remi Mertens 
Tel 616483124 of email: remimer-
tensestepona@gmail.com 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 
2 MEN & Van. 30 Euros/hr. Always 
on time. 651081610 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20€ hour + 
fuel. Steve 602637242 

SPAIN/UK UK/SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655 

MAN & VAN. Anything considered. 
No job too small. FROM 15€ 
per/hour+ fuel (IVA credited). 
605215917 

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport. 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular transport services with 
custom clearance. Spain, UK in-
cluding Scotland. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

HIRE SERVICES 
SAFE  Deposit Boxes, Mail Boxes. 
Storage. Full security Telephone 
952796611.  infosafemail@stor-
agecosta.com. Established 1996 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. 
House/garage/ bar clearances. 
Steve 602637242 

LOOKING FOR CHINA & GLASS-
WARE. ALSO COLLECTABLES & 
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. 
661402134 

WANTED household/ garden fur-
niture. 20yrs on the Coast. 
660366033 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, vans, bikes, 
quads, campervans, caravans, 
anything consider. Call/Whatsapp 
now 687049592 

WE WILL not be BEATEN on price! 
Cars, vans, bikes. Wanted today. 
685524921 

BEST PRICE guaranteed for your 
car, van, home, motorhome. 
678808837 

WE WILL not be BEATEN on price! 
Cars, vans, bikes. Wanted today. 
685524921 

BEST PRICE guaranteed for your 
car, van,motorhome. 678808837 

PHONE me first or last!! I pay 
more!! Cars/caravans/motorbikes 
or commercial. 660366033 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models... from exotic 
to classic. Spanish/ English/ Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any 
age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 
No job too small!! Mijas Costa. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

CAR REGISTRATION hassle free. 
Don't drive illegally. Ask specialists 
before buying or registering & save 
tax. www.meexpress.net 
952490028 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING, storage & sales. Cara-
vans, motorhomes, cars and boats, 
etc. Short/long term. Safe & secure. 
Excellent rates. 5mins from Fuen-
girola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/606101807 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES Hiring 
Now! Tel:952028080 Email: 
info@localsoft.com Web: www.lo-
calsoft.com 

LOOKING for qualified English 
teachers for Fuengirola and Málaga. 
lynnesacademycv@gmail.com Send 
resumes 

HOMEBASED Team Leaders and 
Managers. Work for yourself, on-
line, 2 hours per day, 5 days per week. 
Earn a full time income for part time 
commitment. Contact Phil Cony on 
643781651 for more information 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

BENALMADENA Costa by windmill 
roundabout. Qualified American 
masseuse offers golf players a full 
body massage on a professional ta-
ble. Senior/ Pensioners 50% off. 
7am/7pm. 658189191 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

VICKY and Kim: Qualified mature 
masseuses. Four hands massage 
(NOT a sex service). Torremolinos 
621395221 

SHAVING  sensitive area by mature 
Japanese masseuse. Ladies/ Cou-
ples are welcome. Fuengirola 
610396186 

ELVIRIA: Relieving full body mas-
sage (including face/ feet). 
605304448 Outcalls 

Therapists 

ESTEPONA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy COSRT & BACP 
Accredited. Individuals & Couples 
+447813944146 Richard 
www.sextherapymarbella.es 

Mobility 

SENIROWORLD: (Est. 2008) Mo-
bility Scooters, wheelchairs, stair-
lifts, nursing beds, rise ’n’ recline 
chairs & a large range of daily living 
aids for sale or hire, for a better life. 
Visit our showroom in Los Boliches, 
or call 952663131/670964181 for 
advice & best prices 

Others 

MALE/ Female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, mixed trial packs. via-
gra4you19@gmail.com. 672883025 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22Euros per pack of 10. gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

TV / SATELLITE 

Satellite Installation 

BBC SYSTEM iptv full sky Tv all coast  
coverage Jose Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 
670443838, 952443838. Also avail-
able sound systems color Tv. mail  
josesottoamselem77@gmail.com 

REPAIR/SETUP: English TV chan-
nels, Freesat, Sky, Smart TV, Satel-
lite, Firesticks, Wireless, Networks, 
Internet, Computers, Radio, CCTV. 
Marine Electronics. Andrew 
711021678/ 00447968488998 
Whatsapp. costasatellite@gmail.com 
www. costaelectronicsolutions.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER. Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s and Laptops supplied, 
repaired and upgraded. Malware/ 
Virus Removal. 19yrs helping peo-
ple. info@soltecspain.com Neil: 
662379899 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 

Your pets lovingly cared for by 

English mother & daughter. Coín. 

lagunakennels@hotmail.com Tel 

or Whatsapp 64606635 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-

tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-

proved, safe, secure and loving en-

vironment. Large kennels & play 

areas. Fully refurbished, inspec-

tions welcome. www.eurodog.es 

952464947/679786669 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11495

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Your judgement about what to buy and 

when could be off beam, resulting in a 

waste of your hard-earned cash.  Keep 

receipts and read the small print.     

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

With key aspects involving aquatic 

Neptune in your sign, you may jump at 

something that turns out to be not so 

good for you.    

Aries  
March 21st - April 20th 

The angle between Mars your ruler and 

Neptune can cause energy and 

confidence to dip.  Simplify, and set 

your priorities.     

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

How do you really feel about someone? 

This week’s nebulous planetary picture 

could muddy the waters, making it 

hard to decide. However, you’ll know 

without a doubt what you want.    

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Unexpected issues could upset your 

plans, or you might miss an 

opportunity. You may be dreaming big 

dreams, but lacking the motivation to 

put them into action.    

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

You might strike gold if you allow 

yourself to be guided by your intuition. 

Take extra care with business and 

financial matters though.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

You’ll be in full creative mode, and with 

your imagination knowing no bounds, 

anything seems possible. However, give 

your plans a reality check. Then you’ll 

be under no illusions about anything. 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

It’s just as well to complete key tasks 

early, as things may go wrong when 

you don’t want or need them to. 

Sensitive energies mean you’ll be open 

to vibes.    

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Mercury goes retrograde, so there may 

be misunderstandings or mixed 

messages. Yet as the Sun moves to align 

with potent Pluto, something can shift 

by the week’s end.    

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

You could be drawn to splurge on 

anything that promises to brighten your 

day, provides entertainment, or makes a 

difference to your life. A pause for 

thought might save you money.      

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

With Mars in your sign angling towards 

Neptune, it’s best to go with the flow 

than waste energy. Be vigilant when 

committing to anything, as something 

might not be as it seems  

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

Trying to get a grasp of a situation may 

be more difficult than it should be. It 

may be wise to postpone any decisions 

until you have a clear grasp of things.

9 1 7

3

7 6 4 8 3 9

3

5 7 3

1 6 2 8 5

8 1

6 8 2 7 5 4

5 6

MEDIO

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find where 

the fleet of ships (1 

battleship, 2 cruisers, 3 

destroyers, 4 submarines) 

are hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid indicate 

how many of the squares in 

that row are filled in with 

ships or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled in to 

start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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QUIZ

1.Elbe 2. Danube 3. Vlataba        
4. Bobr

Which river runs through 
Prague, the capital of the 
Czech Republic?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution

Sudoku solution

Answer: Croatia 
Of interest: Sipan is one of the 
Croatian islands in Elafiti 
archipelago group, also known 
as ‘Dubrovnik’s islands’, 
situated just off the coast of 
Dubrovnik. 
Answer: Kazakhstan. 
Of interest: Astana, now 
known as Nur-Sultan, became 
the capital in 1997. Formerly, 
the the country’s largest city, 
Almaty, was capital.   
Answer: Vltava 
Of interest: The Vltava is the 
longest river in the Czech 
Republic, running southeast 
along the Bohemian Forest and 
then north across Bohemia, 
through Prague, and finally 
merging with the Elbe at 
Mělník. It is commonly referred 
to as the “Czech national river.”

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

The letter represented by the 
question mark is A. Atlanta, 
Augusta, Jackson, all US state 
capitals.

THE SUR IN ENGLISH 
COLUMN

Errores

The seven differences

Language Crossword

Circlegram

Quiz answers

1. Moldova 2. Azerbaijan 3. 
Azkaban 4. Kazakhstan

Astana is the capital city of 
which country?

1.Italy 2. Croatia 3. Bosnia                    
4. Slovenia

Sipan is an island in the 
Adriatic Sea belonging to 
which country?

At SUR in English we are proud of 
our reputation for publishing a 
wide variety of Spanish news of 
interest to our readers, and as part 
of the SUR media group and Vo-
cento we have access to all the best 
and most reliable sources.  An-
other part of our remit is to pub-
lish all the local news concerning 
the English-speaking   commu-
nity in Andalucía, and for that, we 
have several sources, including 
our team of roving reporters and 
you, the reader! We often get calls 
asking the question “Can you men-
tion this in SUR in English?” The 
“this” can be anything from an art 
exhibition to an event in aid of 
charity, a change in church serv-
ice times,  or a dolphin washed up 
on the beach. The answer to all of 
these is “yes”. If it is of interest to 
our readers we can mention it, and 
if it is a big story we can send one 
of our team of journalists to write 
about it. Contact us at surineng-
lish.su@diariosur.es or on Twit-
ter at @SUR_English or Facebook 
@SURenglish

Tell us your 
news!

Across Down

LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD



in English
January 7th to 13th 2022 Nº 1953  FREE DISTRIBUTION / Reference price: 1.30€ 
Published by Prensa Malagueña, S. A.  MA-1279-96  Circulation controlled by PGD/OJD.   
Internet address: www.surinenglish.com   E-Mail: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es

Head office: Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, 29009, Málaga. Telephone: 952649600. Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es  
Advertising: Telephone 952 649 638  Email: dandrews@diariosur.es 

J ust over a month since the 
talks began, the Junta de 
Andalucía has acquired a 

bust of Antoninus Pius for dis-
play in the Museum of Malaga be-
cause of the emperor’s close links 
with the city.  

The purchase was announced 
this week by the president of the 
Junta de Andalucía Juanma Mo-
reno, who said the regional gov-
ernment had paid 80,000 euros 
for it, which he considers a “very 
reasonable” investment. 

Archaeologists and historians 
had raised the alarm when they 
spotted the bust for sale at Feri-
arte, the antiques fair in Madrid, 
in early December. For two years, 
it had formed part of the Ifergan 
Collection, in the gallery in 
Malaga’s Calle Sebastian Souvirón, 
and only two months ago it was 
officially classified as a BIC (Item 
of Cultural Interest), which meant 
it could not be taken out of Spain. 

It is an exceptional piece, as it 
is the only portrait of an emperor 
linked to Roman Malaga of which 
there is any record. It is also in a 

good state of conservation. 
Sculpted in local marble in the 
2nd century, it belongs to the 
High-Imperial period (138-161 
AD), when Antoninus Pius took 
over the government. 

Found near centre of Malaga 
The bust was first found by 
chance in 1912 on the San Guil-
lermo estate in the Huelin dis-
trict, about three kilometres from 
the historic city centre. It  first 
attracted attention in 1963, at 
the 8th National Archaeological 
Congress,  which took place in 
Seville and Malaga, thanks to one 
of the great figures in Malaga ar-
chaeology, Simeón Giménez-
Reyna.  

Juanma Moreno stressed how 
valuable this piece of sculpture 
is to the history of Malaga and 
said he had been learning more 
about it in recent days. He also 
said that, for him personally, as 
he is a native of Malaga, the ac-
quisition of the bust feels  an 
“early present from the Three 
Kings”.

The president of the Junta, Juanma Moreno, with the bust.  SUR

Andalucía invests 
in a Roman 
emperor for  
city museum

 Antoninus Pius.  The Junta de 
Andalucía has paid 80,000 euros 
to ensure that the bust of the 
emperor linked to Roman 
Malaga stays in the region
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Forgotten, lost, stolen, recovered and sold: the 
story behind the bust of Antoninus Pius

I. G. / R. S.
 

MALAGA. The story of the bust of 
Antoninus Pius and its journey 
to the Museum of Malaga has 
had a happy ending, but it could 
have been a lot worse. The sculp-
ture has suffered a series of ad-
ventures which make its acqui-
sition even more important for 
the city.  

The bust used to belong to the 
Bolins, a well-known local fam-
ily, but in 2004 it was stolen 
while work was being carried 
out on their home. They re-
ported the theft and an investi-

gation was carried out, but noth-
ing more was ever found out 
about its possible whereabouts.  

In what sounds like a scene 
from a film, the Bolins were 
watching a TV interview with 
Ricardo Arranz, the manager of 
the Villa Padierna Hotel near 
Marbella in 2010, after Amer-
ica’s then First Lady, Michelle 
Obama, had stayed there on holi-
day. They were amazed to spot 
their bust of Antoninus Pius in 
the background of the shot. 

They contacted the hotel and 
showed them the police report 
about the theft. The hotel had 

bought the piece for 6,000 euros 
from an antique dealer in Seville 
and had all the documentation 
for it, but when Arranz found 
that it had been stolen, he re-
turned it to its original owners. 
The Ifergan Collection bought it 
from them nine years later.  

Despite all that has happened 
to it, the bust is in good condi-
tion. There are only eight im-
ages of Antoninus Pius in Spain 
whose origins can be con-
firmed,  which is why the Junta 
de Andalucía feels it is so im-
portant that this one be pro-
tected and on display. 


