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The Supreme Court has agreed 
with a 2019 sentence from judges 
in Seville that said two former lead-
ers of the Junta de Andalucía gov-
ernment were involved in a mas-
sive fraud scheme with 680 mil-
lion euros of public money.  

José Antonio Griñán, who faces 
six years jail, Manuel Chaves, who 
faces a ban from office, and sev-
eral other former top politicians 
and officials, including four more 
who face jail, are likely to keep 
fighting. The possibility of official 
pardons from PM Pedro Sánchez, 
of the same PSOE political party 
as those found guilty, is also be-
ing discussed, and raising eye-
brows in the opposition PP party. 

The case goes back to the pe-
riod from 2000 to 2009 when 
money was given to firms to fund 
redundancy schemes in return for 
taking on older workers or help-
ing firms in trouble. Proper finan-
cial controls were not followed. P3

Corruption sentences for two former 
presidents of Andalucía are upheld   
José Antonio 
Griñán faces a jail 
term and Manuel 
Chaves is set to be 
banned from office

Province’s foreign residents 
applauded at Joan Hunt awards 
The Diputación and Cudeca came together to recognise 
the role of the international community in local life. P4

The line-up of award winners at the ceremony.  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ
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There will be 13 ministers 
in the Junta regional 
government, up from 11 in 
the last parliament, and 
they met for the first time 
on Tuesday this week   

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA / SUR
 

SEVILLE. The president of the 
Junta de Andalucía, Juanma Mo-
reno, announced the makeup of 
his new, majority regional gov-
ernment on Monday this week.  

The next day the regional min-
isters were sworn in at a cere-
mony in Seville and held their 
first regional cabinet just ahead 
of summer recess. Their first big 
task will be to approve the region’s 

draft budget for 2023 between 
September and October. This 
year’s budget - 2022 - was never 
approved as Moreno had a mi-
nority government, prompting 
him to go to the polls in June.  

With a majority of MPs in the 
Andalusian parliament now from 
his conservative PP party, Juan 
ma Moreno has been free to 
choose all his regional cabinet. 
This time he has opted for 13 re-
gional ministries, up two on last 
time and with a majority of 
women at the helm.  

The swearing-in ceremonies 
had already kicked off last Satur-
day with the president himself 
taking office at an elaborate event 
in the open air alongside San 
Telmo Palace in Seville, the his-

toric building used as the official 
seat of the regional government. 
A large cross-party audience had 
listened to Moreno’s address at 
the early morning gathering be-
fore the July sun became too hot.  

A clearly happy Moreno an-
nounced that “a new period is be-
ginning in Andalucía”, in which 
all opportunities will be taken to 
place the region among the first 
in Spain. 

Moreno said in his speech that 
the ornate building behind him 
was “not a place of privilege, but 
rather a centre for tenacious work 
and the constant desire to strive 
for and with Andalucía”. 

He added that the purpose of 
holding the event on the street was 
to symbolise that he will always 
be an open and accessible presi-
dent. “Covering many kilometres” 
and visiting villages and neigh-
bourhoods, he said, would con-
tinue to be his way of governing. 

“I have ambition for Andalucía, 
I want it to be a benchmark of 
prosperity and well-being, and I 
have the determination to do what-
ever is necessary for Andalucía to 
continue moving forward,” the 
newly-elected president said.

Moreno unveils his new Andalusian 
cabinet, with more women than men 

00 
xxxx

XXXX

Juanma Moreno, Andalusian president, shares a joke with his regional cabinet ahead of a family photo at their swearing in ceremony on Tuesday.  EFE

 Presidency.  Antonio Sanz 

 Education.   Patricia del Pozo 

 Agriculture.   Carmen Crespo 

 Planning.   M. F. Carazo 

 Employment.   Rocío Blanco 

 Environment.   R. Fernández 

 Justice.   José Antonio Nieto 

 Industry.   Jorge Paradela 

 Tourism.   Arturo Bernal 

 Health/Consumer.   C. García 

 Social Integration.   L. López 

 Education.   José C. Gómez  

 Economy.   Carolina España

LIST OF MINISTERS

SUR  

SEVILLE. Of the 13 regional min-
isters, three are from Malaga 
province. Pleasing the local tour-
ism industry was the appoint-
ment of Arturo 
Bernal as Tour-
ism, Culture 
and Sports 
minister.  Ear-
lier in his ca-
reer he ran 
Malaga city’s 
and then the Costa del Sol’s tour-
ism departments. Also from 
Malaga is Carolina España, 
Economy minister, and Rocío 
Blanco, Employment, Self-em-
ployed and Enterprise.

Malaga has three 
seats at the top 
table of the Junta 
de Andalucía 

The swearing-in 
ceremonies had already 
kicked off last Saturday 
with the president himself 
taking office 

Arturo Bernal
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José Antonio Griñán was 
found guilty in 2019 over 
his part in a huge 
fraudulent use of public 
funds for redundancy 
schemes worth 680 
million euros  

M. SAÍZ-PARDO / H. BARBOTTA 
 

MADRID / SEVILLE. The Supreme 
Court has upheld the prison sen-
tence of the president of the Junta 
de Andalucía from 2009 to 2013, 
José Antonio Griñán, and the dis-
qualification from office of his 
predecessor, Manuel Chaves. 

On Tuesday this week, Spain’s 
top court confirmed the decision 
of the Seville High Court that 
handed Griñán a six-year jail sen-
tence for embezzlement and nine 
years of disqualification for a con-
tinuous crime of prevarication 
while in power, and nine years 
also of disqualification for Chaves 
for the crime of prevarication. 

Along with Griñán, the Su-
preme Court confirmed prison 
sentences for ex-regional minis-
ters Antonio Fernández, Fran-
cisco Vallejo, José Antonio Vieira 
and Carmen Martínez Aguayo, 

who were sentenced to between 
six and eight years in prison. 

Seville High Court found in 
2019 that both former presidents 
were “fully aware of the blatant 
and patent illegality” of the 
fraudulent allocation of public 
funds by the Andalucía govern-
ment. This involved a layoff and 
redundancy programme (known 
as an ERE in Spanish) worth 680 
million euros from 2000 to 2009 
that was riddled with corruption 
and malpractice. 

Judges’ split decision 
Griñán was very close to escaping 
jail. Two of the court’s five judges 
disagreed with the ruling, consid-
ering that the court should have 
upheld Griñán’s appeal for acquit-
tal on the charge of embezzlement. 

The Supreme Court also heard  
the appeals of others who had been 
condemned in the original trial, 
adjusting some of their sentences.   

 As yet, those given custodial 
sentences won’t enter jail while 
the full legal process is seen out.   

Back in 2019, Seville High 
Court declared that in 2000 the 
Andalusian regional government 
and its ministry of Employment 
had set up a system of public aid 
for companies that agreed to take 
on jobless people close to retire-
ment age and also companies in 
crisis.  

However, the ERE payments 
linked to this ended up being 
made via unaudited transfers in-
stead of the standard subsidy 
route which is subject to controls 
and scrutiny. 

Supreme Court 
upholds jail term for 
ex-president of 
Junta de Andalucía

Manuel Chaves and José Antonio Griñán in court in Seville during the orginal trial in 2018.  EFE

SUR 

MADRID. The Supreme Court’s 
ruling that a Socialist former 
president of Andalucía should 
go to prison has understanda-
bly been centre of attention this 
week among rival political par-
ties on the national stage.   

José Antonio Griñán’s lawyer 
has said he will explore every 
possible avenue to avoid actu-
ally going to jail while talk in-
creases of Socialist Prime Min-

ister Pedro Sánchez possibly 
pardoning those involved in the 
mammoth fraud scandal of some 
of their crimes. 

Speaking on a visit to Poland 
this week, Sánchez did nothing 
to dispel the rumour that par-
dons could happen. They are 
“being made to pay for the sins 
of others” he said, explaining 
that the fraud had not benefited 
the culprits personally nor his 
PSOE political party.  

For the moment, Griñán’s law-

yer looks to be thinking of a 
three- stage approach: calling 
for the sentence to be overturned 
for an abuse of basic human 
rights, an appeal claiming the 
case is unconstitutional and fi-
nally, a request for a pardon, 
which would need to be made at 
the most within 15 months, when 
a new general election is due. 

The opposition PP party, mind-
ful that criticism of corruption 
had brought down its previous 
government in 2018, asked Pe-
dro Sánchez to consider a vote 
of no confidence in himself. 

 The Andalucía fraud, “was 
the biggest case of systematic 
corruption in the recent history 
of our country,” the PP said.

A pardon from the government 
is a possible option for Griñán

The ERE payments ended 
up being made via 
unaudited financial 
transfers instead of the 
standard subsidy route
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Cudeca and the provincial 
authority have created 
the prizes to highlight the 
contribution of Malaga’s 
international residents 

JENNIE RHODES
 

MALAGA. Cuban musician Chucho 
Valdés; Finnish firm Lumon; the 
village of Canillas de Albaida; Dr 
Yusuf Hamied; Bodegas Bentomiz; 
British consul Charmaine Arbouin 
and the British consulate; and this 
newspaper, SUR in English, are the 
seven winners of the first Joan 
Hunt Awards, which were pre-
sented on Wednesday. 

The ceremony took place at the 
home of the Diputación, Malaga’s 
provincial authority, and began 
with a video looking back at the 
life of the late Joan Hunt, Liver-
pool-born founder of the palliative 
care foundation Cudeca. 

It was almost a year ago that the 
Diputación and Cudeca had dis-
cussions to reach a common goal: 
the Joan Hunt Awards, to recog-
nise the contribution of the inter-

national community towards mak-
ing Malaga a better place to live.  

Under the theme of Joan’s “lovely 
garden”, each of the prizewinners 
was presented with a bunch of sun-
flowers, the flower that forms part 
of the Cudeca logo, as well as a sil-
ver sunflower award. 

The Joan Hunt Award for Cul-
ture went to Cuban musician 
Chucho Valdés, whose thank you 
speech was streamed from Italy, 
where he we about to give a con-
cert. Valdés described himself as 
“as a Cuban ‘Malagueño’” and 
spoke about the work he had done 
with Joan Hunt and Cudeca. 

 The Joan Hunt ‘Sabor a Málaga’ 
award went to Bodegas Bentomiz, 
a Dutch-run company based in the 
Axarquía village of Sayalonga, for 
its contribution to the Malaga wine 
industry and introducing the lo-
cal wines to a wider international 
audience. 

The prize for communication 
went to this newspaper, SUR in 
English. Accepting the award, edi-
tor Rachel Haynes paid tribute to 
Joan and the close collaboration 
over the years between SUR in Eng-
lish and Cudeca.  

The municipal initiative award 
went to Canillas de Albaída town 
hall as an example of integration 
between Spanish and foreign resi-
dents. Mayor Jorge Martín Pérez 
said that he was picking up the 
prize on behalf of “all of the resi-
dents” for their work to put the vil-
lage on the map and for the group 
of volunteers who work at the tour-
ist information office to promote 
the area. 

The award for business devel-
opment went to Finnish glazing 
firm Lumon, which has had a pres-
ence in Malaga for almost 30 years.  

The British consulate in Malaga 
was also recognised. Collecting the 
award, British Consul Charmaine 
Arbouin thanked the authorities 
and NGOs based in the province 
for supporting the consulate in its 
work.  

Finally, the most applauded 
award of the evening was handed 
to Dr Yusuf Hamied, the scientist 
and businessman who is renowned 
for his pioneering work with Aids 
patients. 

On accepting the prize, which 
was presented by the president of 
the Diputación, Francisco Salado, 
Dr Hamied said that he and Joan 
Hunt had “developed a deep bond” 
when they first met in 2010.  

Dr Hamied has made an annual 
donation of 100,000 euros to 
Cudeca since 2010 and, in April of 
this year, Cudeca officially opened 
its new Yusuf Hamied Research 
and Education Centre. 

The ceremony finished with a 
speech from Salado in which he 
thanked the prize winners and the 
international community in Malaga 
in general for their work to help 
the province progress.

International community recognised 
at first Joan Hunt awards ceremony

The award winners line up with representatives of the Diputación, Cudeca and town halls on Wednesday evening.  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

AWARDS

Chucho Valdés 

 Pianist 

“I came to 
visit my father 
and fell in love; I 
wanted to live here”

Clara Verheij 

 Bodegas Bentomiz 

“We believe 
Malaga wines 
deserve 
worldwide recognition”

Rachel Haynes 

 SUR in English 

“You don’t 
have to speak 
the language 
perfectly to make a major 
contribution to society”

Francisco Salado 

 Diputación 

President 

“I want to thank 
the foreign community in 
Malaga for their work”

Jorge Martín  

Pérez 

 Mayor of Canillas 

de Albaida 

“This award is 
for all the residents and 
their work to put our 
village on the map”

Charmaine 

Arbouin 

 British Consul 

“Without 
organisations 
like Cudeca, we couldn’t do 
the work we do”

Dr Yusuf Hamied  

Scientist  

“Andalucía 
should be 
proud of this 
unique institution”

Dr Yusuf Hamied was thanked.  M.F.
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The passenger train 
dragged the vehicle for 
more than 200 metres 
along the track near Álora 

JUAN CANO
 

MALAGA. The Guardia Civil are in-
vestigating the death of a woman, 
25, who died after the car in 
which she was travelling was 
struck by a passenger train in the 
town of Álora in Malaga province. 

The incident happened at 
around 9.30pm on Thursday eve-
ning last week at a level crossing 
- without barriers - on the A-7077 
as it passes through the area 
known as Vega Malilla. 

Firefighters from the provin-

cial brigade, Guardia Civil offi-
cers, Civil Protection volunteers 
from Álora and paramedics were 
called to the scene of the accident 
and confirmed the death of the 
young woman. 

The victim was identified as a 
25-year-old woman from the Ca-
nary Islands. According to sources, 
she had only been in Álora for a 
month and was working at Ar-
pom, a local addiction treatment 
and rehabilitation centre. 

Although the level crossing 
does not have barriers, it is well 
signposted - both visually and 
acoustically when trains are ap-
proaching. Police officers are try-
ing to determine why the young 
woman’s vehicle was on the track. 

The train driver was unable to 

avoid the collision after spotting 
the car in the middle of the rail-
way line. Although he quickly ap-
plied the emergency brakes, the 
train dragged the car for more 
than 200 metres along the track. 

Railway infrastructure com-
pany Adif said that none of the 
20 train passengers was injured. 
They were transferred by mini-
bus to Álora.  

Last week’s accident has re-
opened the debate about the 

safety of level crossings with no 
barriers in rural areas. 

Level crossings 
Malaga province has 99 level 
crossings, according to Adif fig-
ures from the end of 2020. Of 
them, 39 have no barriers: ei-
ther they just have fixed warn-
ing signs, or also acoustic warn-
ing signal and lights when a train 
is approaching, as is the case in 
the crossing involved in the 

Álora accident. 
The town’s mayor, Francisco 

Martínez said that for the 12 
years he has been at the town hall 
he has been calling for Adif to 
provide safer alternatives to three 
of the four level crossings in the 
municipality.  

Two projects have already 
been approved but are still wait-
ing for a start date. One of these 
affects the crossing where the 
accident took place, he explained.

Rescue workers at the scene of the crash last week.  SUR

Young woman dies 
after car is hit by train 
on a level crossing

The level crossing.  SUR

MIJAS COSTA 

Hash driver detained 
carrying 27 drug bales 

R.M.  The driver of a minibus has 
been arrested by police after be-
ing intercepted on the AP-7 at the 
Calahonda-Mijas exit. The offi-
cers’ suspicions were raised by 
the excessively low ride height of 
the vehicle despite the fact there 
was only one person inside. 

Inside, 27 bales of hashish were 
found, weighing a total of 928.8 
kilogrammes, according to a Na-
tional Police statement.  

 The driver was arrested on 
suspicion of drug trafficking as 
part of ‘Operation Twister’ and is 
in jail awaiting trial.

CASARES 

Magnitude 3.1  
earthquake recorded 

R. MERINO.  Spain’s National Geo-
graphic Institute (IGN) recorded 
an earthquake this Tuesday 
morning with its epicentre in the 
Costa municipality of Casares. 
The tremor, with a magnitude of 
3.1 at a depth of 20 kilometres, 
was recorded at around 2.40am. 

It was not the only earthquake 
recorded in recent days in the 
province. On Sunday and Mon-
day, the IGN recorded two trem-
ors in Fuengirola, of magnitude 
2.8 and 2.5 respectively. Both 
were in the morning at around 
10am.

112 REPORTS

MALAGA 

Multi-million-euro cyber 
scammers arrested  

E.P.  National Police officers, in a 
joint operation with Romanian Na-
tional police and Europol, have 
dismantled an international or-
ganisation that allegedly swindled 
more than three million euros 
through fraud committed over the 
internet. Nine people were ar-

rested – three of them in Malaga 
and six in Romania – who alleg-
edly published fake advertise-
ments on the web for the sale of 
secondhand vehicles and other 
products, with which they attracted 
the attention of the victims. After 
asking for payment in advance the 
scammers disappeared without 
trace. The detainees are accused 
of more than 70 cases of fraud and 
of gleaning profits of more than 
three million euros.

A police image taken at one of the raids to detain the scammers.  CNP
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Police detained the 
individuals in Marbella 
and seized half a dozen 
mobile phones, two gold 
rings and 1,800 euros in 
cash 

IRENE QUIRANTE 

MALAGA. National Police officers 
have arrested three people for al-
legedly stealing luxury watches 
in Marbella, as well as a fourth for 
allegedly committing a crime of 
concealment. The suspects, aged 
between 19 and 23, reportedly 
carried out the robberies using 
the ‘Ronaldiño’ technique, which 
consists of approaching the vic-
tims and simulating a football 
dribble as a means of distraction. 

The events that led to the ar-
rests happened in Puerto Banús 
in the early hours of last Satur-
day. Plainclothes officers observed 
three individuals acting in a sus-
picious manner. After being 
searched a luxury watch was dis-
covered. On questioning, officers 
arrested the three men as the al-

leged perpetrators of a robbery 
with violence using the ‘Ronaldiño’ 
technique. 

The men had claimed they were 
in Marbella on holiday. A search 
of the flat where they were stay-
ing revealed seven watches – six 
of them luxury brands – six mo-
bile phones, two gold rings and 
1,800 euros in cash. 

A fourth person, the partner of 
one of those arrested, has also 
been detained on suspicion of a 
crime of concealment. 

The investigation remains on-
going. 

National Police sources  say that 
violent criminal gangs are target-
ing the tourist trade on the Costa 
del Sol. Only last week, a police 
officer in Marbella miraculously 
escaped being shot after a watch 
thief snatched his gun and tried 
to shoot him twice. 

Also recently, another violent 
assault was recorded in which two 
individuals on a motorbike tried 
to snatch a wristwatch from a 
woman who resisted and fought 
back screaming, with the aid of 
passersby who rushed to her aid.

Three arrests for luxury 
watch thefts using 
‘Ronaldiño’ technique

Some of the recovered luxury timepieces.  CNP

JUAN CANO 

MALAGA. National Police have 
created a special group to try 
to stop the theft of expensive 
timepieces by gangs mainly tar-
geting tourists who come to the 
Costa del Sol to spend time on 
holiday. 

The new task force is part of 
the Specialised and Violent 

Crime Unit (UDEV) based at 
Marbella police station. Officers 
say the roaming thieves are 
adept at relocating to escape 
police pressure after a hit. 

A similar scheme in Barce-
lona has resulted in 64 arrests 
being made in the first five 
months of the year and some 
40 per cent of crimes reported 
being resolved.

Police in Marbella crack down on 
problem plaguing tourist areas  

MARBELLA 

Minister rejects 
invitation to visit town 

J. DUEÑAS.  Marbella’s mayor, 
Ángeles Muñoz, has sent an in-
vitation to visit to Minister for 
Ecological Transition Teresa 
Ribera. She hopes Ribera will 
see for herself damage from 
the frequent erosion of the re-
sort’s coastline during storms 
and the problem with the 
promenade illegally con-
structed in the 1990s. How-
ever, the invitation has been 
rejected by a ministry official.

MARBELLA 

Popular sand dunes 
campaigner dies 

J.D.  The Produnas association 
has announced the death of its 
founder and president. Fer-
nando Piquer worked with his 
wife, Susanne Stamm, for al-
most two decades to safeguard 
the town’s  sand dunes and en-
rich the natural heritage of 
Marbella. The mayor, Ángeles 
Muñoz, conveyed her condo-
lences saying, “we deeply re-
gret the loss of someone who 
has fought so hard.” 

IN BRIEF
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The blaze started in cane 
fields but quickly spread, 
forcing the closure of the 
A-7 road and the 
activation of the town’s 
emergency response plan 

DAVID LERMA 

ESTEPONA. As Malaga province 
sweltered with high temperatures 
on Tuesday this week, partly fu-
elled by the local terral wind, the 
Junta de Andalucía’s Plan Infoca 
forest fire brigade found them-
selves operating at full stretch as 
they dealt with three simultane-
ous, major incidents along the 
Costa del Sol - in Estepona, Mijas 
and Benahavís.  

The Estepona blaze started in 
the afternoon in an area of cane 
fields near the Beverly Hills resi-
dential development, close to the 
José Martín Méndez industrial es-
tate. Despite the burning vegeta-
tion, it was considered to be in an 
urban zone and Infoca worked 
alongside Malaga provincial fire-

fighters. 
At around 5pm, users of the 

sports centre near the Parque de 
las Mesas were evacuated as the 
flames spread and, close to 7pm, 
around 350 people from the sur-
rounding area were also evacu-
ated, as a precautionary measure, 
after the town’s emergency re-
sponse plan was activated. The 
conference centre was made avail-
able for those displaced. 

By 8pm, the flames had reached 
some units on the Nueva Esteb-
buna industrial estate and a fur-
ther 250 people were evacuated. 
Shortly afterwards, the Hidralia 
water company began to collabo-
rate in extinguishing the fire on 
the industrial estate, providing its 
own water tankers. 

At around 10pm, after the fire 
was declared “stabilised” by the 
town’s mayor, José María García 
Urbano, all those evacuated were 
allowed to returned to their homes. 

Firefighting continued into 
the evening as did repairs to the 
electricity supply after several 
outages.

Hundreds evacuated  
in Estepona as fire 
threatens homes

Plan Infoca specialist firefighters fight the flames in Estepona.  SUR

GIBRALTAR 

SUR.  The chief minister of Gi-
braltar has been awarded dam-
ages of £20,000, to be paid by 
Augustín Rosety Fernández de 
Castro, 75, a member of the 
far-right party Vox who repre-
sents Cadiz in the national    
parliament. 

Fabian Picardo took action 
against the publication in Gi-
braltar of a series of tweets that 
were highly defamatory, un-
true statements. All monies re-
covered will be donated to a 
local charity. 

Far-right Spanish 
politician loses 
Picardo libel case

Fabian Picardo.  AFP

SUR 

MALAGA. Two other forest fires 
were also declared by Infoca on 
Tuesday afternoon -  in Mijas 
and Benahavís. 

The blaze in Mijas started in 
the Majadilla del Muerto area 
at   around 3.30pm. Residents 
of the Vetania area were evacu-
ated due to the proximity of the 
fire. In addition, the AP-7 was 
closed between kilometres 201 

and 214 due to the smoke from 
the fire. The Junta de Andalucía 
activated Level 1 of its emer-
gency response plan for forest 
fires. 

At the same time, Infoca also 
tackled a fire in the Río Gua-
dalmina area of Benahavís that 
broke out at 6.20pm. Air sup-
port from helicopters dropping 
water helped the specialist  fire-
fighters on the ground as they 
worked to control the blaze.

Infoca helicopters and firefighters tackle 
major blazes in Mijas and Benahavís
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The national safety 
body has confirmed that 
the towers – of up to 23-
storeys – will not 
interfere with flights at 
nearby Malaga Airport  

JESÚS HINOJOSA 

MALAGA. Three more tower build-
ings on the coast at the west end 
of Malaga city have been given 
the green light by Spain’s civil 
aviation authority. SUR has con-
firmed this government body has 
issued a favourable report on the 
planned skyscrapers, saying  it 
won’t affect flight paths into 
nearby Malaga Airport. 

The towers will be in the area 
at the end of the city’s  Paseo 
Marítimo and close to the Gua-
dalhorce river.  There are already 
several projects under way or 
planned to transform the previ-
ously industrial area,  creating 
two thousand homes in a series 
of new towers of between 15 and 

23 floors high.  
The towers now given approval 

by civil aviation are planned for 
an industrial estate next to the 
headquarters of the Diputación 
provincial authority. Last Octo-
ber the town hall approved the 

initial urban plan for that area. 
Two other towers of luxury flats 

are currently going up on land 
next door and have reached 
around 12 storeys so far. More 
towers are planned around the 
La Térmica chimney next door. 

Civil aviation authority gives 
go-ahead for more skyscrapers 
by the sea to the west of Malaga

Artist’s impression of the towers that now have the green light.  SUR

CRISTINA PINTO 

MALAGA. The change of location 
for the Andalucía Big Festival - 
headlined by Muse and Rage 
Against the Machine - has 
prompted a flood of complaints 
from people who have already 
bought tickets for the 8 -10 Sep-
tember music event. Originally it 
was to be staged at Malaga’s Sa-
caba Beach but promoter Mad Cool 

is now planning to move it to the 
city’s showground area at Cortijo 
de Torres due to unfavourable 
technical reports citing environ-
mental, mobility and meteorologi-
cal issues at the beachfront site.  

Consumer rights group FACUA 
Malaga told SUR that customers 
have the right to a refund. “This 
is a change in the conditions – 
the fairground is not the same as 
the beach,” said Lola García.

Music festival’s beach to city 
move prompts complaints

A mock-up of the original proposed location, next to the sea.  SUR

TONY BRYANT.  According to a ho-
tel occupancy survey conducted 
by Spain’s national institute of 
statistics (INE), Torremolinos was 
the tourist destination with the 
most overnight stays in Andalucía 

during the month of June. 
     The town received 545,077 
overnight stays. Seville came sec-
ond on 491,815. Torremolinos 
mayor, Margarita del Cid, claimed 
the figures had been boosted by 
last minute reservations.  

Apart from the most overnight 
stays, the survey also revealed 
that Torremolinos received 
127,821 visitors in June. Both fig-
ures beat those recorded in the 
resort during the same period in 
2019.

TORREMOLINOS 

Resort was busiest 
place in region for 
hotel stays in June
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For years, Manchester Build-
ing Society (MBS) offered life-
time mortgage loans to owners 
of Spanish property. The facil-
ity allowed “asset rich, cash 
poor” property owners unlock 
their wealth by means of pe-
riodical drawdowns that, typi-
cally, would only be repayable 
upon death of the borrower, 
within a maximum period of 
12 months from the demise. 

According to their promo-
tional brochure, “[…] the per-
sonal representatives or bene-
ficiaries of the estate need to 
decide if they wish to complete 
the inheritance and if so, they 
become responsible for the 
property and, if necessary, ar-
ranging the sale”. 

The literature extolled the 
virtues of a rather simple and 
straightforward reverse mort-
gage where the owner would 
retain full ownership of the 
property and continue living 
in it, but also a “no negative 
equity guarantee” was avail-
able, meaning that even if the 
outstanding mortgage - inclu-
sive of interest - was higher 
than the eventual sale pro-
ceeds, the heirs would not be 
required to pay off the short-
fall (not sure this clause was 
ever put to the test).  

Finally, available equity 
ranged conservatively between 
25% and 50% loan-to-value.  

Now you may be asking 
yourself the purpose of this ar-
ticle because, admittedly, there 
seemed to be no pitfalls or as-
sociated dangers, small print, 
or even complex legalese in 
the legal offering. It was just 
plain sailing until the unpre-
dictable happened: MBS ran 
out of cash to pay the pension-
ers the agreed instalments due 
to a prohibition by its regula-
tor, PRA, to grant further loans 
in Spain and elsewhere (and 
stop those already signed for).   

Late last year a Vélez-Málaga 
court fully accepted executive 
proceedings brought by Law-
bird Legal Services against the 
lender, on behalf of a British 
client, demanding full payment 
of the agreed loan of 300k euro 
(with interest). And with over 
one hundred and twenty “life-
time mortgages” signed in 
Spain by MBS, many of which 
are still ongoing, intense liti-
gation is expected. 

ANOTHER 
EQUITY 
RELEASE 
FIASCO 

The average daily cost of 
electricity per guest has 
risen by 247 per cent 
compared to 2019, 
according to the Aehcos 
hoteliers association 

P. MARTÍNEZ 

MALAGA. A report by the Costa del 
Sol hoteliers association of the  
(Aehcos) has warned of unsus-
tainable costs afflicting the sec-

tor. And they say these costs mean 
that the average daily price of 
electricity per guest has risen by 
247 per cent compared to 2019. 

“In 2019 the hotel sector had 
a total of 27.5 million overnight 
stays in the province of Malaga. 
At that time, the average price 
per kilowatt per hour was 0.0923 
euros. In April 2022 that figure 
reached an average of 0.2715 
euros, with peaks of 0.33 euros 
per kilowatt per hour, which rep-
resents an alarming rise of 

247.63%,” Aehcos said. 
Aehcos warns that “the sec-

tor is facing the season with two 
major stumbling blocks: on the 
one hand, the rise in costs; on 
the other, the situation of the 
Next Generation [EU] funds”. 

Concern is spreading, even 
though bookings for the sum-
mer are going well. There is 
widespread alarm about the ris-
ing electricity costs that are put-
ting profitability into question.  

The increase in electricity bills 

for the sector will mean, accord-
ing to the Aehcos report, a rise 
estimated at around 68 million 
euros for this year to a sum of 
95 million. 

“We are facing a really wor-
rying situation in which the prof-
itability of our sector is at stake 
for yet another year,” José Lu-
que, Aehcos president, said. He 
also highlighted the rise in fuel, 
which he put at more than 
26.2%; of gas, which has shot up 
28.3%, and of raw materials, 
with increases of 16.7%, accord-
ing to data from Exceltur. 

The association also warns 
that the European Next Genera-
tion funds do not meet the re-
quirements needed for the ho-
tel sector to remain competitive.

Costa del Sol hotels feel the heat and warn of 
‘unsustainable’ spiralling electricity costs 

The next wave of full-day 
stoppages, called by 
unions representing 
cabin crew at the airline’s 
ten Spanish bases, will 
begin on 8 August 

PILAR MARTÍNEZ  / SUR 

MALAGA. The USO and Sitcpla 
unions announced this week 
that they are extending the cabin 
crew strike at ten Ryanair bases 
in Spain until 7 January 2023. 
The new strike call, for full-day 
stoppages from Monday to 
Thursday, weekly, will begin on 
8 August. 

“Given that Ryanair has not 
shown the slightest attempt at 
rapprochement with the unions 

but, on the contrary, has pub-
licly stated its refusal to engage 
in any dialogue, USO and Sitcpla 
have been forced to continue the 
strike and call new dates after 
listening to the workers,” union 
officials said. 

Malaga Airport is one of those 
least affected by the strikes, with 
many days when there have 
been delays but no cancellations. 
Despite Ryanair having planes 
based at Malaga - the ones some-
times affected by the strikes - 
the majority of its planes fly in 
from bases in other countries 
with non-Spanish-based crew.  

The unions have also called 
for immediate reinstatement of 
the eleven workers dismissed 
during the previous strikes in 
June and July and closure of all 

the disciplinary proceedings 
against approximately one hun-
dred workers during the previ-
ous strikes. 

Ryanair argues that it has al-
ready reached agreement on 
conditions with the far larger   
CC OO trade union.  

Ryanair strikes 
extended into 2023

Customers check in for Ryanair flights at Malaga Airport.  M. FERNÁNDEZ

E.P. 

MALAGA.  Spanish trade union 
USO announced on Thursday 
this week agreement with easy-
Jet for a 22 per cent basic pay 
rise for cabin crew members over 
three years, immediately calling 
off the last three days of strike 
action, which were due to take 
place from today through until 
Sunday. 

A four per cent increase in ba-
sic pay will be applied retroac-
tively from March this year, with 
a rise of 13 per cent for 2023 and 
five per cent for 2024. 

The deal also includes finan-

cial compensation for work un-
dertaken on days off and in-
creased compensation and flexi-
ble allowances for flight atten-
dants; both measures will come 
into effect from 1 January, 2023. 

The agreement was approved 
by the workers’ assembly and, of 
the 418 cabin crew serving easy-
Jet in Spain, 303 took part in the 
vote and almost 75 per cent of 
them ratified it. 

USO’s representative at easyJet, 
Miguel Galán, said that after 
weeks of strike action and 
months of negotiation, the com-
pany had given a financial offer 
that represented an “important” 
approach to the wages and con-
ditions that colleagues have in 
Europe, despite “not being ex-
actly what we were demanding”. 

“Independently, we continue 
with the negotiations of the agree-
ment in all areas that are not of 
an economic nature, with the aim 
of improving our working con-
ditions,” he added.

Industrial action 
by Spanish cabin 
crew at easyJet 
called off after 
pay deal

SUR 

MALAGA. The Costa del Sol tour-
ist board has rejected the idea of 
imposing a visitor tax on holiday-
makers but its boss has said a de-
bate is needed on improving the 
financing of tourist areas.  

Francisco Salado, president of 
Turismo Costa del Sol, said: “We 
are in the midst of a process of 
recovery from the coronavirus 
pandemic that has severely dam-
aged the tourism sector, so it is 
not the right time to introduce 
new taxes and fees for the sector 
that has been hardest hit by the 
health crisis.” 

 Salado spoke out after Malaga 
city council called on the Junta 
de Andalucía to study the neces-
sary regulatory framework for 
the application of such a tax for 
those staying in hotels, apart-
ments and tourist homes, al-
though it rejected a proposal to 
charge a tourist tax of one euro 
to visitors staying in the city.

Tourist board 
rejects visitor tax 
proposal, saying 
‘now is not the 
right time’

Tourists in Malaga.  SUR

Malaga Airport is one of 
those least affected by the 
strikes, with many days 
when there have been 
delays but no cancellations

LAWBIRD LEGAL 

SERVICES
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Fabienne Paques was 
nominated at the Be 
Heroes initiative, which is 
supported by King 
Philippe of Belgium, for 
her work with animals 

TONY BRYANT
 

MIJAS. The tireless work of the 
founder and president of the 
ACE/SHIN dog shelter in La Cala 
de Mijas, Fabienne Paques, has 
received a surprise award for her 
more than 20 years of service 
helping unwanted and abandoned 
dogs and cats in Andalucía. The 
Belgian animal lover received an 
official invitation from the Royal 
Palace to attend the annual mili-
tary and civilian parades in Brus-
sels marking Belgium’s National 
Day on 21 July. 

Fabienne, who said that it was 
an “understatement to say that 
the invitation came as something 
of a surprise”, had been nomi-
nated as a Hero in connection 
with the Be Heroes project sup-
ported by King Philippe of Bel-
gium, an initiative which honours 
the vital role that ordinary citi-

zens play in everyday life by self-
lessly serving their local commu-
nities. 

Fabienne was nominated for 
the award by fellow Belgian citi-
zen Chantal, who has supported 
the refuge for over 15 years.  

“She does all this work tire-
lessly, together with her husband 
and the motivation of volunteers. 
I am so pleased that Fabienne has 
finally received the recognition 
she deserves,” Chantal said.  

Since founding the refuge with 
her husband in Mijas in 1999, Fa-

bienne has saved and rehomed 
more than 26,000 abandoned and 
unwanted dogs and cats. Fabi-
enne and her team of devoted vol-
unteers continually fight against 
the abuse and killing of dogs in 
Southern Spain.  

Fabienne told SUR in English 
that she was “delighted” to re-
ceive the award. 

“To be recognised by the king 
of the country where your roots 
lie, is a great honour. It is good to 
receive appreciation for the dogs 
we have rescued,” she said.

ACE founder awarded during 
Belgium’s National Day

Fabienne Paques outside the Royal Palace in Belgium last week.  SUR The project will include 
the cleaning and 
restoration of the iconic 
Roman bridge and 
aqueduct 

T. BRYANT
 

CÁRTAMA. Cártama town hall has 
launched a project to restore 
two of the municipality’s his-
toric infrastructure, the Roman 
bridge and aqueduct.  

Located close to the Santo 
Cristo Stream in Cártama, the 
two iconic structures have 

been linked to the road system 
and the town’s water supply 
for centuries.  

The town hall will undertake 
the restoration of the area with 
an initiative that will be financed 
with EDUSI funds with an in-
vestment of more than 381,000 
euros.  

The project, which has been 
put out to tender, includes the 
cleaning of the historic struc-
tures and the surrounding en-
vironment, the restoration of 
walkways, the creation of view-
points, and the installation of 
lighting and urban furniture.

Cártama town hall to restore 
historic infrastructure

The bridge and aqueduct in Cártama will be cleaned and restored.  SUR
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TORRE DEL MAR 

More than ten thousand 
people crowded into the 
fairground to see the 
controversial Catalan 
artist in a free event 

EUGENIO CABEZAS 

TORRE DEL MAR. Crowd surges, 
stampedes, people climbing on the 
structures, acts of vandalism and 
panic attacks; this is how Tuesday 
night’s Morad concert to mark the 
end of Torre del Mar’s fair finished.  

The free event attracted “well 
over” 10,000 people according to 
police sources. Such was the level 
of “lack of control and safety” in 
the area, with just five Local Police 
officers and a small number of Na-
tional Police agents, that the mayor, 
Antonio Moreno Ferrer, ordered 
the event to be suspended at 1.05 

am, just an hour after it had be-
gun.  

The Red Cross attended to those 
suffering panic attacks and inju-
ries, with no record of anyone be-
ing taken to hospital. Police sources 
said that a young woman fell from 
a height of several metres when 
she climbed onto the structure of 
the marquee to see the artist and 
that several fights broke out.  

Dozens of videos circulated on 
social media networks in which 
people could be seen climbing onto 
the metal structures of the mar-
quee and lying on the tarpaulins 
in order to get a better view of the 
singer.  Many of the tarpaulins 
broke under the weight of people 
clambering on to them.  

Complaints and criticism for the 
lack of security measures put in 
place by the town hall circulated 
on social network sites. SUR has 
tried, without success so far, to ob-
tain a statement from the town hall.

Concert suspended 
due to lack of safety

SALOBREÑA 

PILAR GARCÍA-TREVIJANO.  For 
the last five years green patches 
have been appearing in the sea 
off Salobreña. However, this year 
they appear to be back with a 
vengeance and not only in Sa-
lobreña; they have also been 
spotted this week off Playa de 
la Guardia in Motril, Torrenueva 
and Almuñécar. 

Bathers are worried that the 
patches could be toxic and are 
calling on the town halls to ana-
lyse them, but municipal biolo-
gists claim that they are proba-
bly the remains of algae and 
other marine microorganisms. 

 In fact residents are even 
considering organising a pro-
test to demand that the town 
halls do something about it. Mo-
tril town hall has said that it will 
be contacting the Mancomuni-
dad de Municipios - the body 
that oversees the Costa Tropi-
cal’s local authorities; to ask 
them to take samples.

Residents fear 
green patches  
in sea off Costa 
Tropical beaches 
could be toxic

Concertgoers climbed onto the marquee to get a better view.  OTREBOR

ALMUÑÉCAR 

JENNIE RHODES.  Almuñécar 
town hall has announced that 
the town’s weekly Friday mar-
ket will not be held on 5 and 
12 August as the town’s feria 
(fair) will be held during that 
week. In addition, the Sunday 
flea market will not be held 
from Sunday 31 July to 28 
August, as the Blas Infante site 
will be used for extra parking, 
especially at weekends.

Almuñécar’s 
weekly markets 
suspended during 
August

Green patches in the sea.  IDEAL.

MARO 

E. C.  Nerja town hall has begun 
to draw up the specifications for 
a project to modernise Calle San 
José and Calle San Joaquín in 
Maro. The tender will have a 
budget of 244,997.91 euros, 
which will be co-financed by the 
town hall and Malaga’s provin-
cial authority, the Diputación. 
The project is aimed at helping 
the local economy and creat-
ing local jobs.

Two Maro streets 
given green light 
for modernisation 
project 

La Caletilla and El Salón 
are now connected and 
this is the fifth section of 
the provincial project to 
be built in the town 

NERJA 

E. C.  As part of Malaga province’s 
coastal path project, a new 175-
metre long section was opened 
in Nerja on Monday, connecting 
the town’s La Caletilla and of El 
Salón beaches.   

The new path offers pano-
ramic views and a different per-
spective from the town’s famous 
Balcón de Europa. Walls with 
handrails have been built for 
greater safety and LED 
streetlights have been installed. 

This is the fifth section to have 
been constructed in Nerja and 
the whole provincial project is 
currently 85 per cent complete.

New section of Malaga’s 
coastal path connects 
two Nerja beaches

The path opened on Monday.  E. C.
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The two radar devices on 
the A-7 near Malaga city 
have resulted in over 
90,000 fines being 
issued to drivers 
between 2017 and 2021  

IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. For years Malaga prov-
ince has held the rather unfortu-
nate record of being home to 
some of the most active speed 
cameras in Spain. That is still the 
case, according to the latest re-
port issued by the Directorate-
General for Traffic (DGT) for the 
years 2017 to 2021.   

The Costa del Sol now holds 
third and fourth place on the list 
of the busiest cameras in Spain, 
which is topped by Valencia and 
Navarra. In third place is the 
speed camera at kilometre 246 
on the A-7 (eastern Malaga by-
pass) at Cerrado de Calderón 
(Almeria-bound carriageway), 
which has resulted in 47,246 fines 
being issued.  

In fourth place is another cam-
era on the same stretch of road, 
at kilometre 257, in Rincón de la 
Victoria, this time on the Malaga-
bound carriageway, which has 
been responsible for 45,648 fines. 
Between the two, over 90,000 
fines have been sent out. 

The Costa del Sol appears again 
further down the DGT list. In 
twelfth position is the speed cam-

era at kilometre 10 on the MA-20, 
just west of the city, which has re-
sulted in 36,619 fines.  

Better news on the other hand 
is that drivers on the A-45 Las Pe-
drizas road north of Malaga are 
becoming more aware of the pres-
ence of the speed trap at kilome-
tre 118; this always used to be 
near the top of the list but is now 
in 36th place.  

The figures for this province 
are also among the worst in Anda-
lucía, and by far. You have to scroll 
down to 13th place to find the H-
31 in Huelva, with 29,577 fines, 
and in 26th place is Seville (the 
A-92) with 21,355. In other words, 
way below the figures for Malaga.     

The results are improving 
Despite these figures, in general 
terms the situation is improving 
in Malaga province. In 2020, five 
DGT cameras had the dubious 
honour of being among the most 
active in Spain.  

On this “black list”, the radar 
on the city’s eastern bypass (A-
7) between the Cerrado de Cal-
derón and El Palo exits stands out 
especially. In 2020 it caught 
48,771 drivers speeding, making 
it the number one in the country. 
It achieved that previously in 
2018, with another 54,377, al-
though in 2019 the figure 
dropped to 13,390 because there 
were times when the camera was 
not in operation.  

More good news, too: the speed 

camera just before the Carlos Haya 
tunnel on the old western bypass 
(now the MA-20), which previously 
held third place in the province 
and 18th in Spain, has disappeared 
from the list altogether this time.  

Some dropped off the list 
Two other traditionally active 
cameras that have not returned 
to the list are the one on the A-
384 at Almargen and the average 
speed check that monitors a sec-
tion of road - recording  speed 
over a series of metres or kilome-
tres -  at the Torrox tunnel on the 
A-7, on the Almeria-bound car-
riageway.  
     The table does not include of-
fenders in Catalonia or the Basque 
Country because those regions 
have their own traffic authorities.  

So, without taking them into 
account, a speed camera on the 
AP-7 in Valencia has replaced the 
one at Las Pedrizas in Malaga in 
the number one place, with no 
fewer than 60,525 fines being is-
sued during the period covered 
by the DGT report. It is followed 
by one on the A-15 in Navarra, 
with 57.961.  

Although behind the figures for 
those in Malaga, radar speed traps 
in Cuenca, Zamora, Pontevedra 
and Ibiza are also high on the list. 

The speed camera on the 
A-45 Las Pedrizas road 
north of Malaga, has 
caught fewer speeders in 
the most recent figures, 
dropping down to 36th in 
the 50 most active traps

Costa del Sol speed 
cameras trap some 
of the highest 
numbers of 
offenders in Spain
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The 50 most active speed cameras in Spain

Province Road Kilometre Sanctions

 AP-7 478 60,525 

 A-15 128 57,961 

 A-7 246 47,246 

 A-7 257 45,648 

 A-3 157 45,586 

 A-52 99 44,058 

 A-55 9 40.698 

 EI-600 10 38,601 

 MA-20 10 36,619 

 H-31 80 29,577 

 V-31 5 28,218 

 A-8 371 27,812 

 RM-19 18 27,205 

 A-4 13 24,484 

 A-5 13 22,841 

 A-4 231 22,833 

 A-1 194 21,994 

 A-92 84 21,355 

 A-8 545 20,626 

 A-1 125 19,943 

 A-2 15 19,936 

 A-1 234 19,636 

 A-66 686 19,537 

 A-66 340 19,176 

 A-66 796 18,975 

 N-120 551 17,814 

 A-381 37 17,666 

 A-55 12 16,482 

 A-66 161 15,954 

 A-4 12 15,797 

 A-70 5 15,476 

 A-4 68 15,378 

 A-45 118 14,939 

 A-8 144 14,857 

 A-5 58 14,742 

 GC-1 42 14,165 

 AC-11 3 13,755 

 A-3 315 13,598 

 A-1 15 13,437 

 N-632 100 13,024 

 A-67 192 12,986 

 A-92 29 12,933 

 M-40 53 12,605 

 A-497 3 12,415 

 A-2 141 12,376 

 A-67 7 12,167 

 GC-1 5 12,164 

 N-VI 54 11,915 

 A-66 508 11,903 

 N-340 961 11,735

 What do you think? 

Are speed cameras a good thing? If 
you have an opinion about this or 
any other topic in SUR in English, 

we want to hear from you. We may 
publish your comments. 
   Email: surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 
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The platform extols the 
benefits of Malaga’s main 
energy source, where 
there are 25 wind farms 
across the province  

MALAGA. Wind energy is the 
main source of renewable elec-
tricity in Malaga province, al-
though the impact on birds and 
noise often draws criticism from 
environmentalists and town 
halls. Vientos de futuro (Winds 
of future) is a platform where 
industry, scientists and social 
groups can debate and look for 
solutions. Carlos Martí, a jour-
nalist specialising in sustain-
ability, is its spokesperson.  
–Why was there a need to set 
up such a platform? 
–Vientos de Futuro has come 
about due to the need to 
strengthen dialogue and con-
sensus on energy and ecologi-
cal transition due to the climate 
emergency, where Spain has cer-
tain objectives to meet in the 
fight against climate change and 
the reduction of energy depend-
ence. Faced with this enormous 
challenge, we believe it is im-

portant to create spaces for 
meeting and dialogue to high-
light the role of wind, which is 
the most important renewable 
energy. Vientos de Futuro is 
made up of four founding or-
ganisations and 20 members. It 
is now introducing itself around 
Spain and organising activities 
in towns where there are wind 
farms. 
 –What is the impact of wind 
farm energy on homes? 
–In 2021, at 23 per cent, wind 
energy was the primary source 
of electricity production in 
Spain. That means one in four 
light bulbs was powered by it. 
Spain has always been a leader 
and has been at the forefront 
with an industry that has more 
than 20 years of experience. Ac-
cording to the national plan, the 
installed power has to increase 
from 28 gigawatts to 50 giga-
watts by 2030, so the installed 
power has to double. It is a huge 
challenge. The objective is for 
74 per cent of electricity to be 
generated by renewables and of 
that, 35 per cent will be wind 
power in order to reduce green-
house gas emissions by 23 per 
cent. This is a spectacular leap 
and it is essential that the main 
source of renewable energy has 
a space where all opinions and 
voices can find a place for de-
bate and knowledge, so as not 
to generate ignorance and un-

certainty, because the majority 
of Spaniards have no knowledge 
of where their energy comes 
from. In addition we need to 
tackle climate change, as heat 
waves and fires are growing 
problems. 

Wind farms in Malaga 

–What do Malaga province’s 
wind farms generate? 
–There are 25 wind farms in the 
province of Malaga, producing 
almost 1.4 million megawatt 
hours. It is the second Andalu-
sian province with the highest 
wind power generation after 
Cadiz. In Malaga, wind energy 
production accounts for 60.7 per 
cent of all the energy generated. 
The Andalusian strategy plans 
to double the installed capacity, 
in line with the national project. 
According to the Andalusian En-
ergy Agency, by 2020 gross re-
newable production should have 
accounted for 51 per cent of the 
energy generated, of which al-
most 45 per cent would have 
been produced on wind farms.  
–One of the criticisms of solar 
energy in villages is that it is 
incompatible with livestock and 
agricultural practices. What 
about wind energy? 
–Wind power is compatible with 
livestock farming, agriculture, 
forestry management and tour-
ism, as well as being a driver of 
high-quality job creation. In An-

dalucía, 163 wind farms create 
880 jobs, as well as indirect jobs 
and taxes that serve to improve 
the conditions of villages and 
the fight against depopulation.  
–One of the biggest criticisms 
from environmental groups is 
the problem of birds flying into 
the blades. 
–At Vientos de Futuro we want 
to listen to everyone, because 

wind energy has developed well 
but it can be done better. In 
Spain there is a lot of protected 
land and then there are security 
perimeters around inhabited ar-
eas. Companies can’t put wind 
farms wherever they want and 
only after very strict environ-
mental impact analyses, so as 
not to cause damage. Are there 
problems? Undoubtedly, every-
thing can be improved, but in 
general they are integrated and 
there are only occasional prob-
lems. We are promoting a plat-
form where science and indus-
try can sit down and talk, in or-
der to make it as good as possi-
ble because we want it to im-
prove. 

Technological change 

–How have wind farms changed 
since their beginnings? 
–Technology is advancing very 
quickly and it’s a homegrown 
industry, so they are becoming 
more efficient, safer and pro-
ducing more electricity. The 
wind farms created 20 years ago 
are being renovated and tech-
nology is helping us to reduce 
the impact on the environment 
and to improve the integration 
of the turbines. In Andalucía, 
wind power saved three million 
tonnes of CO2 emissions in 
2020, which is what a million 
cars emit in a city like Malaga. 
It does not need water, it does 
not pollute the soil and it gen-
erally integrates quite well in 
the area.   
–In a coastal area like Malaga, 
what is the impact of  offshore 
wind farms? 
–With the platform we are cur-
rently only working with onshore 
wind, which is what we have in 
Spain, but offshore wind is go-
ing to grow significantly. The 
government is looking at the 
framework for authorised areas 
and the sector is waiting to see 
where they can be installed. 
They are going to be key to meet-
ing Spain’s targets.  
–How do you see the future of 
energy? 
–We are going to need much 
more renewable energy, we have 
to produce more, also to supply 
renewable hydrogen production 
and make more electric vehi-
cles. It is inevitable, and it is 
compatible with private use ve-
hicles but private use vehicles 
alone are not enough. 
–Finally, what would say to peo-
ple who reject the idea of wind 
energy? 
–Vientos de Futuro was created 
to listen to everyone, to seek  
consensus from society and to 
avoid problems with birds and 
noise. A lot of progress has been 
made and the wind industry has 
this objective. The problems and 
solutions are complex. We need 
to sit down and look at all the 
options in order to keep improv-
ing and make sure that people 
are better informed and that 
they know more about energy 
so that we can tackle climate 
change.

Carlos Martí during a recent presentation of the Vientos de futuro platform.  SUR

‘One in four lightbulbs is powered  
by energy produced on wind farms’

RENEWABLE PRODUCTION 

“In 2021 wind farms were 
the main source of energy 

production in Spain, 
which is the leader in this 

type of  technology” 

COMPATIBLE WITH FARMING 

“Wind energy is 
compatible with livestock 
farming and agriculture, 
forest management and 

tourism and it also creates 
employment” 

BIRDS 

“Of course there is room 
for improvement with 

everything but in general 
wind farms only cause 
occasional problems”

 Carlos Martí  Spokesperson for the ‘Vientos de futuro’ organisation

IGNACIO LILLO 
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The excavation of the 
area, considered one of 
the most important in 
the province of Malaga, is 
continuing to produce 
surprising results 

TONY BRYANT 

MIJAS. Archaeologists working on 
the second phase of the general 
research project of the excava-
tion of the Cortijo de Acebedo in 
Mijas have unearthed several new 
findings, including another Phoe-
nician funeral urn, known as a 
‘black cross’. 

The latest stage has also un-
covered more tombs, bones and 
utensils. However, as with the last 
urn, which was discovered in 
May, no remains were found in-
side the piece. Archaeologists be-
lieve that, although it is still too 
early to draw conclusions, the 
latest black urn found in this sec-
ond phase of research could sup-
port the theory that this type of 

container was used for herbs or 
lichens used during a funeral rit-
ual, a line of research so far un-
documented. 

The site, located at the foot of 
the old marine estuary of the 
Fuengirola river, is the western-
most Phoenician necropolis in 
the province of Malaga and dates  
from between the seventh and 
sixth centuries BCE. The excava-
tion of the area, considered one 
of the most important in the prov-
ince of Malaga, is continuing to 
produce surprising results. 

Mayor of Mijas Josele González 
and the councillor for Historical 
Heritage, Laura Moreno, visited 
the dig last week to inspect the 
latest findings, which the coun-
cillor said will put the site “on the 
map in Andalucía”. 

The mayor added, “We are do-
ing commendable and very nec-
essary work to continue discov-
ering our history. We will con-
tinue advancing in the study of 
this important archaeological 
site, where we have already 

found numerous historical find-
ings. The importance of this ne-
cropolis lies in the fact that it 
constitutes one of the few exam-
ples in the province of Malaga 

with these characteristics that 
has been excavated under an ar-
chaeological intervention within 
the framework of a general re-
search project.”

Important artefacts 
discovered at Mijas 
archaeological site 

The mayor of Mijas and councillor for Historical Heritage visit the site.  SUR

T. B.  Fuengirola town hall will 
help spread the word about its 
historical heritage with a new 
app that offers virtual visits to 
the town’s iconic sites, along 
with information about the leg-
acy of the different civilizations 
that have passed through the 
town. Fuengirola + History, 
which can be accessed on any 
smartphone or from the mu-
nicipal website, is part of the 
council’s plan to help the town 
in its bid to become a ‘smart 
city’. 

The project, cofunded by the 
town hall and the Junta de An-
dalucía at a cost of 55,000 euros, 
was launched by the town’s 
mayor, Ana Mula, who said that 
the new app will make Fuengi-
rola a “benchmark in innova-
tion and new technologies”. 

The app, which offers infor-
mation in Spanish and Eng-
lish, uses augmented reality 
technology to publicise the 
sites and historic buildings of 
the municipality, such as  So-
hail Castle and the Roman 
Finca del Secretario.

New bilingual 
heritage app to 
provide extra 
information on 
Fuengirola
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Power struggles 

S
pain scored a qualified 
victory over the EU this 
week in negotiating a 

possible 7% reduction of gas 
usage from August to March, 
down from the 15% proposed 
by the Commission. 

This is not only a rare case of 
Spain disagreeing with Brussels 
- it also highlights an aspect of 
Spanish foreign policy that could 
become more important if the 
EU declares a “severe” energy 
shortage as a result of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict. 

Why is Spain so uncharac-
teristically annoyed about the 
EU’s attempt to control mem-
bers’ gas supplies? First, it 
says there was no consultation 
between the EU Commission 
and member states prior to 
the proposal’s announcement, 
which is wonderfully ironic, 
considering that this is some-
thing of which Pedro Sán-
chez’s administration has 
been frequently accused. Sán-
chez, as I’ve often had cause to 
note in this column, is much 
more fond of the Royal Decree 
than parliamentary debate.    

Spain, Europe’s sixth-larg-
est energy consumer, is usu-
ally one of the bloc’s most en-
thusiastic and obedient mem-
bers. Its sudden opposition to 
Brussels’ method of govern-
ance is not owed to a deeply-
held principle, nor has it ob-
jected to the Commission dic-
tating domestic policy in the 
past. 

In accepting billions of 
euros as part of the post-Covid 
“Next Generation” scheme, for 
example, Spain has to comply 
with EU mandates on every-
thing from digitalisation to 
“effective and sustainable 
public spending”. In this 
situation, though, self-asser-
tion costs nothing.  

More importantly, Spain 
doesn’t rely on Russia for Liq-
uified Natural Gas (LNG): Al-
geria is the country’s primary 
provider of LNG, followed by 
Qatar and Nigeria. 

Germany, which relies on 
Russia for over half of its LNG, 
favours energy reductions 
even higher than the 15% pro-
posed by Brussels and is con-
sidering gas rationing over the 
winter.  

When it comes to EU legisla-
tion, one size clearly doesn’t 
fit all. Indeed, Spain’s second 
criticism of the proposed en-
ergy cuts highlights one of the 
bloc’s biggest flaws. By ignor-
ing crucial geopolitical differ-
ences (in this case, the source 
of member states’ energy sup-
plies), the European Commis-
sion’s laws, supposedly bene-
ficial to the entire Union, 
prove instead to be impracti-
cal and divisive.   

Maintaining cordial rela-
tions with Algeria is now a top 
priority for Spain, despite re-
cent appearances to the con-
trary. In June, Sánchez 
stunned half of his coalition as 
well as the Algerian govern-
ment by announcing his en-
dorsement of Moroccan he-
gemony in the disputed terri-
tory of Western Sahara.  

Algeria promptly withdrew 
its treaty of “friendship, 
neighborliness and coopera-
tion” with Spain, although as-
suring Sánchez that gas links 
between the two countries 
were not at risk. 

In the medium-term future, 
though, Pedro Sánchez might 
need to be a little friendlier to 
this key north African ally, es-
pecially if he wants to pre-
serve Spain’s independence 
from the EU’s punitive energy 
cuts.

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

This was the third 
roundtable discussion 
between regional 
separatists and national 
government as part of a 
cooperation deal  

SUR 

MADRID. While the separatist re-
gional government in Catalonia 
would really like Madrid to agree 
to an independence referendum, 
it appeared happy this week with 
significant concessions won from 
Spanish ministers in a roundta-
ble meeting of both sides.  

This was the third time national 
and regional ministers had sat 
down together since the turbu-
lent years of the illegal Catalan in-
dependence bid. The largest Cata-
lan nationalist party, left-wing 
ERC, helps keep the minority So-
cialist administration in power in 
Madrid with its MPs’ votes, and 
so expects something in return. 

The key areas of agreement 
reached at Wednesday’s meet-
ing in Madrid focus on the role 

of the courts in the illegal inde-
pendence bid and the role of the 
Catalan language in Spain.  

The first area was vague: to 
“overcome” the legal prosecu-
tion of the Catalan political con-
flict. Separatist leaders in Cata-
lonia don’t want to be taken to 
court for ongoing independence 
moves. How the courts could be 
avoided was not made clear, but 
measures could include reforms 
such as making rebellion or se-
dition a lesser crime. 

The second area discussed 
was to protect and promote the 
Catalan language more. The na-
tional government will look at   
the Catalan language being used 
in the Senate, Spain’s upper 
house of parliament, and ask for 
it to be used in the European Par-
liament. Madrid will also not 
make a legal complaint about 
Catalonia’s refusal to follow a 
court ruling that 25 per cent of  
school classes there have to be 
in Spanish and not Catalan. 

Catalan ministers win 
concessions on justice and 
language at Madrid meeting  

Spanish government ministers greet Catalan ministers on Wednesday.  EFE

There are now more 
people in work than at 
any time since 2008 and 
only 12.48% of the active 
population are jobless 

L. PALACIOS / N. TRIGUERO 

MADRID. Neither war in Ukraine 
nor raging inflation seem to have 
dented the Spanish economy’s 
ability to create jobs.   

The quarterly Economically 
Active Population Survey (or EPA 
- Encuesta de Población Activa) 

for April to June was published  
this week. It is seen as the most 
reliable way to monitor unem-
ployment. There were 255,300 
fewer unemployed in the three 
months to June,  with the jobless 
rate falling to 12.48%, three points 
down on last year. This was the 
lowest for 14 years. Some 2.9m 
people were out of work.  

As the labour market is growing  
and more people are looking for 
work, 383,300 new jobs were cre-
ated in the three months to July. 
This is less than last year but more 
than 2019. The amount of peo-

ple in work in Spain was close to 
20.5m at the end of June, the high-
est figure since 2008 and close to 
the record amount in 2007.   

Malaga province figures 
On a local level, Malaga province, 
including the Costa del Sol, went 
from 162,500 unemployed at the 
end of April to 145,200 at the end 
of June, a drop of 17,300 as the 
tourist season kicked in. This 
means the local unemployment 
rate stood at almost 18%, down 
from 20% three months earlier.  

With the tightening of rules on 
contracting staff, there has been 
an increase in permanent rather 
than temporary contracts, al-
though many of these permanent 
contracts are only for working the 
peak months of the year. 

Unemployment in Spain falls 
to lowest rate in 14 years

MADRID 

Advice issued on 
avoiding drownings  

The government issued advice 
on how to stay safe to coincide 
with World Drowning Prevention 
Day on Monday this week. 

Drowning was the third lead-
ing cause of death in Spain from 
external causes in 2020, espe-
cially among younger people.   

In 2020, some 406 people died 
in Spain - 334 men and 72 
women - as a result of serious in-
juries and 461 people were hos-

pitalised in connection with 
drowning. 

In addition to drowning, every 
year there are injuries caused by 
recklessness such as diving from 
too great a height, not checking 
the depth of the water or, in the 
case of swimming pools, diving 
too close to the edge.  

“Risky behaviour in relation to 
drowning tends to occur in mo-
ments of relaxation in the super-
vision of minors, bathing in un-
supervised areas or drinking or 
taking drugs near or in the wa-
ter,” warned the minister for 
Health, Carolina Darias. Swim safe this summer.  SUR

SPAIN
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T he view of economists 
and investors of inflation 
is split. There is the 

camp that believes it will con-
tinue to rise and be sustained 
for the immediate future and 
beyond; and those who believe 
tightening of money through in-
terest rate hikes by central 
banks, a recession and other 
factors mitigate against a con-
tinued rise. 

Inflation in the US, as meas-
ured by the CPI index, is cur-
rently 10%: a 40-year high. The 
CPI index is flawed as it does not 
contain income tax, investments 
or credit. We should not forget 
that any data on inflation is a 
lagging indicator. It does NOT 
predict what inflation may be at 
any point in the future. As all us 
who do the shopping and fill our 
cars know, actually inflation as 
measured by the decline in pur-
chasing power of our currency 
is higher in some sectors of the 
economy than the CPI or a cost-
of-living index will indicate. The 
inflation in commodity prices, 
caused by a supply crisis follow-
ing the invasion of Ukraine, has 
fallen from the peak, especially 
in the case of agriculture and 
copper - a good proxy for eco-
nomic growth. The overall com-
modity index is down 20% from 
its recent peak. Oil has around 
80 dollars built into the price 
through supply disruption. 
However, any increase in supply 
should lower prices eating into 
the 80-dollar premium, bring-
ing oil down towards 100 USD a 
barrel or lower.   

 Inflation can only be meas-
ured retrospectively. However, 
the effect on prices now in some 
sectors is real. The question to 
be answered is, “What is the 
probability that this will con-
tinue to rise and for how long?” 

Excessive debt and deficits, 
falling demographics and con-

sumer demand, rising repay-
ment on loans due to increased 
interest rate, the effect of tech-
nology post Covid and a strong 
US dollar are all disinflationary 
pressures. On a balance of prob-
abilities, the risk of a recession-
ary bear market in equities is 
greater than the risk of increas-
ing sustained inflation.  

It’s important to look at what 
is causing retail price inflation. 
This inflation cannot be com-
pared to the 1970s when the US 
dollar was weak; now we are ex-
periencing a strong US dollar. 
We have also experienced 13 
years of free money being 
pumped into the financial sys-
tem, resulting in inflated stock 
prices without creating con-
sumer demand.    

By a historic measurement, 
the inflation of today is unusual 
and is primarily the result of a 
series of global supply shocks as 
economies were shut down dur-
ing the war on Covid. Globalisa-
tion and the geopolitical land-
scape changed in 2016 with 
President Trump calling out 
China and global trade deals; 
and then the invasion of 
Ukraine forced nations to re-
think their energy production 
and supply lines. China, with a 
zero Covid policy recently, has 
locked down four million people 
in Beijing alone. This has an ef-
fect on global demand but the 
bigger problem has been global 
supply.  

The Fed have just hiked inter-
est rates 0.75%. This brings the 
interest rate to over 2% and they 
may go further; we think that 
much of this has already been 
discounted by the bond market 
reflected by the sharp decline in 
price.   

History shows us that infla-
tion is notoriously difficult to 
control in an economy and any 
measures taken to reduce, such 

as increasing interest rates 
making borrowing more expen-
sive, take time. We believe that 
inflation will be brought back 
down as consumer demand falls 
and supply increases. Covid 
stimulus checks are now in the 
rear-view mirror and domestic 
credit has been falling over the 
last months. Wages are stalling 
and, although many businesses 
are hiring, the opportunities are 
not well-paid skilled jobs.   

However, this will take time to 
come through in the economy. 
Looking back from 2023, we 
could see that we are in fact ex-
periencing peak inflation now in 
the US, Europe and the UK; or it 
could rumble on into 2023. We 
will not know until it is behind 
us.   

The bond market is telling us, 
through the 5-year TIPS 
breakeven figure, that the ex-
pected average inflation rate for 
the next five years is 2.65%.  
This is a considerable spread 
over the current CPI figure of 
10% in the US.   

We are still at a dangerous 
time in the stock market for al-
locating capital, as we are expe-
riencing vicious bear market 
rallies. Market history shows us 
that the equity market will not 
reach a bottom until the treas-
ury market begins to rally. In 
the short term, it is foolish to 
try and give any idea of price 
movement. We simply do not 
know.  

An investor’s view of the im-
mediate future is predicated on 
the experience of their immedi-
ate past. Investors should resist 
the urge to sell into a declining 
market or buy into a bear mar-
ket rally. Patience will reward 
the long-term investor. Impul-
sive speculative behaviour is the 
enemy of successfully growing 
capital over time in the stock 
market. 

Inflation 
‘Inflation is taxation without legislation’:  

Milton Freidman

THE BIGGER PICTURE 
JEREMY BLATCH

   jb@ehh.gi 

The author is a member of the 

Society of Trustees and Estate 
Practitioners and an investment 
counsellor. The comments and 

observations by the author are a 
reflection of his opinion and do 
not constitute an offer to buy and 

hold securities, nor does he 
receive any remuneration of any 
kind from names referred to.

MALAGA 

Unicaja  increases profits 
in first half of this year  

A. LÓPEZ.  Unicaja Banco unveiled 
its results for the first six months 
of 2022 on Wednesday this week.  
The Malaga-based bank, which 
is the fifth biggest in Spain, made 
a net profit of 165 million euros 

from January to June, an increase 
of 62% on the same period last 
year. Unicaja is making more 
margin on its financial products, 
with an increase of  13.8% ver-
sus last year. Income from com-
missions has also grown by 12.8% 
and administrative costs have 
fallen 9%, helped in part by avoid-
ing overlap after the recent 
merger with Liberbank.

MADRID 

Orange-MásMovil merger  
creates market leader 

J.M. CAMARERO.  Orange and 
MásMóvil have confirmed the 
merger they have been working 
on since the start of the year. The 
integration of the two mobile 
phone groups means the crea-
tion of the leading operator in 
Spain, overtaking Movistar. The 
new operator will manage almost 
24.5 million mobile lines.A branch of Malaga-based Unicaja Banco.  F. SILVA

IN BRIEF

For the first time 
‘autónomos’ will also be 
able to claim a share of 
jobless benefit and 
keep working if their 
income drops  

LUCÍA PALACIOS / SUR
 

MADRID / MALAGA. The Spanish 
Cabinet has approved the de-
tails of a radical new law for the 
self-employed - known as 
‘autónomos’ -  which will sig-
nificantly affect both how they 
pay into the system for things 
like healthcare and pensions 
and for what they can get out of 
it in terms of unemployment 
benefit.   

From next January, what a 
self-employed person pays in 
contributions will be directly 
linked to what they are earn-
ing for the first time, instead 
of currently where an 
autónomo can choose to pay in 
less. This has led to autónomos’ 
pensions on retirement being 
historically a lot less than for 
salaried employees.   

The tax office will therefore 
have a bigger role to play in shar-
ing information with Social Se-
curity on what a person is really 
earning. Monthly contributions 
in 2023 will range from 230 to 
500 euros (but those recently self-
employed can pay only 80 euros 
a month for the first year, renew-
able for one more year if their in-
come is still low). By 2025 they 
will be 200 to 590 euros. 

The full changes are being 
phased in over 10 years, giving 
time for people to adjust. For the 
moment, the government be-
lieves that about 25% of autóno-
mos will keep paying the same 
monthly amount, 50% will pay 
less and 25% will pay more.  

Self-employed workers will 
be able to change their monthly 
amounts several times a year 
and so adjust it to their real level 
of earnings before the amounts 
are reconciled at year end.  

There will also be some new 
flexibility on payouts for bene-
fits for autónomos, traditionally 
seen as at a disadvantage to sala-
ried workers.  

Within the new law, a self-em-
ployed person who loses some 
of their work or customers may 
be able to keep on working but 
also claim some unemployment 
benefit.  

Up to now, very few autóno-
mos were successfully getting 
unemployment benefit because 
of the conditions that had to be 
met - as few as 1,500 in 2019 
claimed. 

Covid-19 experience  
Now the government has learned 
from experience during the Co-
vid pandemic and will enable the 
self-employed to keep up some 
of their customers but claim 50% 
of the full amount of unemploy-
ment benefit they are entitled to 
according to their contributions 
made. To get it, they will have to 
prove when their income drops 
below 75 per cent, or where they 
have staff, (as many bar owners 
do), if they are earning below the 
minimum wage and 60% of their 
staff are furloughed. People hit 
by emergencies such as flood-
ing who lose 75% of income and 
are below the minimum wage 
will also benefit. 

Autónomos will also be in-
cluded in government measures 
that are brought in when a sec-
tor of the economy is faced with 
unexpected difficulties. 

The self-employed will also 
be able to make a 7% write off 
for hard to justify expenses and 
get a 10% tax break for contri-
butions to pension plans.      

Cabinet approves 
radical new law for   
self-employed quotas

 Are you an ‘autónomo’? 
 Is this good news for you? If you 
have an opinion about this or any 
other topic in SUR in English, we 

want to hear from you. We may 
publish your comments. 
   Email: 
surinenglish.su@diariosur.es 
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IDÍGORAS

A-7: Detrimental to 
children’s health  
In response to your article re-
garding the A7, we have a 
house in Las Farolas where 
there are two extremely dan-
gerous  bends as you approach 
and leave La Cala which have 
had serious accidents involv-
ing articulated lorries, two of 
which went through the bar-
riers onto the beach! This 
stretch of the A7 needs more 
done to reduce speeds. 

Also we have a major de-
velopment at El Chaparral, 
which has decimated our ur-
banisation with no regard for 

the residents at all. The dirt 
and dust and litter from 
builders has been horren-
dous, not to mention block-
ing the roads and people’s 
drives with lorries! But our 
main concern is that they’ve 
permanently blocked our en-
trance onto Las Farolas and 
are planning to build a chil-
dren’s playground there, right 
on the A7. Surely this cannot 
be allowed, what are Mijas 
town council thinking? The 
fumes, dirt and pollution 
from the A7 will be so detri-
mental to children’s health 
and safety. 
KAY FIRMIN

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

On behalf of all the people living in close proximity (in-
cluding myself ), to the fire in the Sierra de Mijas, I would 
like to say a big fat thank you. 

Thank you to all the firefighters, helicopter and plane 
pilots, emergency services including paramedics, Po-
lice, Guardia Civil and volunteers that helped put out the 
fire that started on 15 July. You are all our heroes, risk-
ing your lives to keep us safe. Every one of you deserves 
a medal. Saying “Thank You” somehow doesn’t seem to 
cut it. But it’s all we have. Once again, THANK YOU from 
the bottom of our hearts. 

 
TONY RUIZ 

Unsung heroes

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

W ay back in 1996, af-
ter a bizarre series 
of events including 

a recommendation by some-
body claiming to be George 
Weah, the then world footballer 
of the year, a Sunday League 
player named Ali Dia managed 
to make a first team substitute 
appearance for English premier-
ship club Southampton. He was 
so bad - running around ‘like 
Bambi on ice’ according to team-
mate Matthew Le Tissier - he 
was substituted himself fifty-
three minutes later, much to the 
chagrin of manager Graeme 
Souness. 

Occasionally, my mind will 
turn to Ali Dia and his absurd 
antics if I’m witness to a self-
proclaimed expert rambling on 
about a subject that he quite 
clearly knows as little about as 
we do.  

The Covid pandemic was fer-

tile ground for these chaps. We 
had virus experts, breathing ex-
perts, long Covid experts, short 
Covid experts, not to mention 
experts on its effect on the econ-
omy, our mental health and 
whether door knobs constituted 
a serious death threat.  

After thirty seconds of listen-
ing to most of them, it was quite 
clear that they had about as 
much ability in their chosen field 
as Ali Dia in the penalty box. 

Only this morning, I heard 
somebody reading heat studies 
at The Back Of Beyond Polytech-
nic or somewhere, advising lis-
teners to drink water and sit in 
the shade while the weather’s 
hot. Thank you, my friend - if it 
hadn’t been for your sage inter-
vention, we’d all have been lath-
ering ourselves with olive oil, 
leaping around beneath an un-
forgiving three o’clock sun and 
eating handfuls of dry crackers. 

Not long after this chap, some-
body who investigates fainting 
at university (are my taxes pay-
ing for these people?) told us 
that the best way to avoid col-
lapsing in a heap at any given 
moment is to not stand up for 
too long, avoid stressful situa-
tions, eat enough food and drink 
some water. Well, I never. 

Just for fun, I’m tempted to 
present myself at a local radio 
station and proclaim that I’m an 
expert on any old random sub-
ject - say, seventeenth century 
door hinges - then read up a bit 
about them on Wikipedia or 
somewhere equally unreliable 
and to see how long I can bluff 
my way through an interview 
before being unceremoniously 
turfed out to the sound of strang-
ers yelling ‘Imposter!’ at me. 

The scary thing is, I’ve a feel-
ing I could beat Ali Dia’s fifty-
three minutes.

Who knows?

THE MUSIC MAKER 
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There’s no better name than Joan 
Hunt’s to represent the contribution 
of a foreign resident to their local com-

munity. The determination of this English 
woman to find a way of providing palliative 
care to patients in the final phase of a ter-
minal illness, and to turn that into the foun-
dation Cudeca is today, is an achievement 
difficult to match. 

However, thanks to Cudeca and the pro-
vincial Diputación, Joan’s example is now 
being used to highlight the achievements 
of other members of the international com-
munity on the Costa del Sol and indeed 
throughout the province, in the form of the 
Premios Joan Hunt that were awarded for 

the first time on Wednesday evening. 
Before even naming names, the awards 

in themselves have served to make a wider 
audience aware of the incredible interna-
tional community in this area. In a place 
where foreign residents are often confused 
with tourists, it’s always worth reminding 
people that 300,000 of their fellow residents 
in Malaga province were actually born in 
another country. 

And only once that figure has sunk in can 
we start pointing out that many of those 
300,000 have contributed a great deal to 
improving their local community. 

Most of the recipients of the awards on 
Wednesday pointed out that their achieve-

ments were “humble” compared with 
Joan’s. That may be so, but the more inter-
national names that appear on the “achiev-
ers board” in the mindset of the general 
public the better. 

The province of Malaga is a melting pot 
of nationalities, of languages, of different 
ways of thinking, of different ways of doing 
business, of reaching out to help others. And 
now these awards will hopefully demon-
strate how all this variety, all these differ-
ent ways of looking at a situation, can im-
prove society as a whole. 

Back in the early nineties Joan would have 
been dismissed as a ‘guiri’ whose Spanish 
was far from perfect, trying to suggest that 
things be done in a way that was completely 
alien to local people. Adding life to the re-
maining days of terminally ill patients 
through palliative care, and paying for it all 
through the sale of second-hand clothes in 
a shop manned by volunteers, may well have 
seemed an impossible, even ridiculous, idea. 
“We don’t do things like that here,” she must 
have heard on more than one occasion. 

But Joan managed to find support for her 
project and Cudeca was founded and pros-
pered. A real example of how looking be-
yond an awkward foreign accent can reveal 
a major benefit to the local community. Of 
course demonstrating a love of local cuisine 
as Joan did (two of her closest companions 
in Cudeca pointed that out this week), and 
showing a captivating smile, always helps. 

This week, in Joan’s name, Cudeca and 
the province of Malaga have recognised the 
contributions of a Cuban pianist; a Finnish 
company  and important employer; a Dutch-
run winery; a village community; the Brit-
ish consulate; and of course Dr Yusuf Husied, 
who has extended Joan’s legacy to include 
a pioneer palliative care training centre, 
right here on the Costa del Sol. 

Oh, and they also wanted to recognise the 
contribution of this English-language news-
paper, which 38 years ago began its jour-
ney to deliver news and information to the 
international community, hopefully mak-
ing residents better equipped to make their 
own contribution to their adopted home.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
RACHEL HAYNES

Internationally better

Global warming
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We are in Avenida Europa 106, in front of Alcampo mall,

Motril  (Granada)

951 555 155

Cno. Viejo de Málaga, 12 C/ Pintor Cipriano Maldonado, 15 Avenida Europa 106
(Avda. Salobreña)

951 555 155

Cno. Viejo de Málaga, 12 C/ Pintor Cipriano Maldonado, 15 Avenida Europa 106
(Avda. Salobreña)
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C
hloe Gavin was sworn in 
as a councillor in Peri-
ana, a village in the up-

per Axarquía, two weeks ago. 
The long-term resident, who is 
originally from London, has lived 
in the village since 2000, when 
she came to visit a friend who 
was holidaying there at the time. 

Chloe, who was then 28, 
along with her friend Katie, had 
decided to pack in their “dull” 
jobs back home and go travel-
ling “Thelma and Louise style”.  

Part of Chloe’s plan was to 
buy a property, renovate it, 
rent it out and return to the 
UK.  However, while in Peri-
ana she met Rafa, her now 
husband, so only one of the 
girls went home and the rest, 
as they say, is history. 

Chloe, who had studied 
Spanish at the University of 
Edinburgh, soon integrated 
into the village and thanks to 
her husband’s large family and 
then meeting parents of other 
children when her two boys 
started school, (they are now 
16 and 18), she got to know a 
lot of people. 

Admitting she still needs 
the occasional “dose” of big 
city life, having grown up in 
the UK capital, Chloe says, “I 
had never imagined living in 

a rural village but it was re-
markably easy to adjust, es-
pecially as Periana had so 
much more than your typical 
post office and pub village.” 

Move on to 2015 and the lo-
cal elections, when Rafael Tor-
rubia was elected as the vil-
lage’s Socialist PSOE mayor. 
(Not Chloe’s husband, who 
is also called Rafa.) The 
former estate agent and 
bank manager asked 
Chloe and fellow Briton, 
Angela Karlsson, to set 
up a ‘foreigner’s office’, 
initially on a voluntary 
basis.  

The village, and indeed 
the Axarquía, was growing 
in popularity among Brit-
ons and other northern Euro-
peans. In fact, according to Junta 
de Andalucía statistics, in 2021, 
11 per cent of Periana’s popula-
tion were non-Spanish. Of this 
percentage, 29.6 per cent were 
British.  

Integration 
Torrubia wanted to bridge the 
gap between the Spanish and 
non-Spanish communities and 
through initiatives such as a 
Christmas market, then a weekly 
market, excursions, Spanish 
classes and other activities; the 

hope was that the foreign 
community would start to 
integrate more. 

Of course, an element 
of the work, like in any 
town or village with a for-

eign community, is helping 
out with the bureaucratic side 

of things and this has been no 
more so than with Brexit and the 
pandemic. 

In order to secure the future 
of this service, in 2019 Torru-
bia asked Chloe if she would be 
interested in becoming a coun-
cillor whenever the opportu-
nity arose. While the next local 
elections are not due in Spain 
until 2023, Chloe got her op-
portunity earlier this year when 
another PSOE councillor stood 
down for personal reasons. 

On Wednesday 13 July Chloe 
was sworn in as councillor in the 
same room of the town hall 

where 19 years earlier, she and 
her husband got married. “It’s 
a great honour,” says Chloe, add-
ing that she hopes she will “be 
able to pay back the kindness 
and generosity to the village” 
that welcomed her 22 years ago 
and, “continues to make me one 
of its own”. 

Chloe is the first foreign resi-
dent to become a councillor in 
the village. As well as being the 
councillor for citizens, which 
includes foreigners, she is also 
responsible for the town hall’s 
environment department. 

For Chloe, Periana is “the per-
fect size village”. With around 
3,000 residents she says it has 
all the services, plenty of restau-
rants and a good social life. She 
adds that she likes the village 
environment, “you can always 
stop and have a chat with peo-
ple,” she explains.

Councillor Chloe Gavin in her office at Periana town hall.  G. F. L.

The Briton who is a 
local village’s first 
foreign councillor

IN THE FRAME

“I hope I can pay back 
the kindness to the 
village that welcomed 
me 22 years ago and 
continues to make  
me one of its own”

 Politics.  Chloe Gavin has lived 
in Periana in the Axarquía for 
22 years after she met her 
husband during  a Thelma-
and-Louise-style road trip 

JENNIE RHODES
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wedding day in 2003.  SUR
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T he Pyrenees are more than 
just a region that skiers 
flock to during the winter 

months. The mountain range that 
separates the Iberian peninsula 
from the rest of Europe is a natu-
ral treasure and still impressive 
when temperatures rise and the 
white snowy mountains give way 
to green and brown valleys.  

Outdoor activities, beautiful vil-
lages and excellent cuisine  are 
just some of the attractions of these 
mountains that stretch for 430 
kilometres across Navarra, Ara-
gon and Catalonia.   

The best rural tourism 

The Pyrenees are an ideal holi-
day destinations for anyone want-
ing to get away from the hustle 
and bustle of urban life. Peace-
ful villages and valleys become 
a wonderful temporary home in 
which to relax and enjoy the 
beautiful surroundings. High 
mountains, numerous rivers, 
abundant vegetation and hun-
dreds of lakes provide the per-
fect opportunity to explore and 
experience somewhere truly 
unique.  

From west to east, the Pyren-
ees are scattered with charming 
and very different villages where 
stone and chalk are the main fea-
tures of the architecture. There 
is something for everyone here, 
from small towns like Ansó, Sal-
lent de Gállego and Lanuza, in 
the Aragonese Pyrenees, to those 
in the Vall de Boí and Vall d’Aran, 
on the Catalan side.  

If you find the tranquility a bit 

too much, you can always head 
to bigger places which haven’t 
lost their charm. Jaca, Vielha and 
Puigcerdá are perfect, with 
plenty of culture and great food 
on offer.  

Active tourism 

Climbing, hiking, pot holing, 
mountain biking, rafting and can-
yoning are some of the outdoor   
activity choices that make this the 
perfect destination for mountain-
lovers. 

There are so many routes and 
tracks crossing this chain of 
mountains that hiking is the ac-
tivity par excellence, especially in 
the summer.  

And you don’t need to be an ex-
pert mountaineer to enjoy the hun-
dreds of lakes in the Pyrenees. The 
National Parks of Ordesa and Mon-
teperdido, in Huesca, and Aigües-
tortes i Estany de Sant Maurici, in 
Lleida, are two perfect locations 
for those taking up hiking for the 
first time. And as well as getting 
exercise, you ought to be able to 
spot native species such as 
bearded vultures, grouse and 
chamois.  

The Pyrenees are also wonder-
ful to explore on two wheels, so if 
you are a keen cyclist, this is the 
place for you. If what you like is 
mountain biking, there are thou-
sands of kilometres of signed 
routes in all the valleys to get the 
adrenalin flowing. And if your spe-
ciality is cycling on the road, put 
yourself to the test with the moun-
tain passes.  

Water sports such as rafting, 

kayaking and canyoning, are fa-
vourite options for those looking 
for some action in the Pyrenees 
in the summer. Navigating the 
white water in the Cinca, Segre 
and Gállego rivers will be an un-
forgettable and highly entertain-
ing experience.   

In the Pyrenees there are 
peaks more than 3,000 metres 

above sea level. Although some 
climbs are strictly for experts, to 
reach some of the summits all 
you need is to be in good physi-
cal condition.   

For the brave 
El Aneto, standing 3,404 metres 
high, is the tallest peak in these 
mountains and is a popular 

challenge among experienced 
climbers. To reach the summit 
the Pyrenees, most people de-
part from the shelter at La Ren-
clusa, cross the glacier and en-
joy - if they can - the famous Ma-
homa Pass. This is, without a 
doubt, a unique experience if 
you are visiting the stunning 
Benasque valley.  

Monte Perdido is another fa-
vourite place for enjoying these 
mountains. At 3,355 metres 
above sea level, the peak is 
reached by crossing the Ordesa 
National Park and using the shel-
ter at El Góriz as a starting point. 

Beyond the tallest and best-
known peaks, there are others 
that are a bit more accessible but 
still over 3,000 metres high, like 
Los Infiernos (3,082 m) and 
Garmo Negro (3,051 m), in the 
Aragonese Pyrenees, and the Pica 
d’Estats (3,143 m), on the Cata-
lan side.  

These climbs are not suitable 
for people with no experience, 
but in fact they do not require 
great technique, although you do 
have to be in very good physical 
shape, to do them.  

Cuisine 

If the Pyrenees are the perfect 
destination for people who love 
mountains, they are also excel-
lent for fans of good, hearty food.  

This area boasts a whole range 
of wonderful dishes to try, includ-
ing lamb, wild boar, steak, bean 
stews and vegetable casseroles, to 
name just a few. 

View of the Aigüestortes i 
Estany de Sant Maurici 
National Park.  TURISMO 

CATALUÑA

The Pyrenees, still majestic in the summer.  TURISMO CATALUÑA

Plenty of water sports available at the warmest time of year.  ARCHIVE

The Pyrenees,  
a fabulous 
destination, 
also in the 
summer

     A change of scene. 
     Temperatures have risen 
and the ski resorts are 
closed, but now’s the time to 
enjoy these mountains 
differently: pure air, 
gastronomy, sport and 
spectacular scenery

MARTA AGUILERA

TRAVEL
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The walk up to these 
lakes is one of the most 
famous, accessible and 
loveliest routes in the 
Pyrenees  

M. A. 

Located in the beautiful Tena 
valley, the walk up to the Anayet 
lakes is one of the most famous, 
accessible and pretty routes in 
the Pyrenees. And if you dare 
to spend the night at the top, it 
will be an even more unique ex-
perience.  

Although it is possible to do 
this excursion all year round, the 
months from May to October are 
the most popular. The absence 
of snow and the pleasant climate 
make it one of the best hikes in 
the area.  

In winter, ice and snow can 
make things a bit more difficult 
and you will need to be better 
prepared in terms of fitness and 
technique. 

 The “ibones” at Anayet, as 
they are called, consist of three 
lakes of glacier origin which are 

at an altitude of 2,233 metres 
above sea level. They are in the 
municipality of  Sallent de Gál-
lego and can be reached from 
different areas: 

Corral de Mulas 

This route starts in the car park 
in the Anayet area of the Formi-
gal ski station and is 5.5 kilome-
tres long. As it is part of the   

GR11 trail, it is well signposted 
so there is no chance of getting 
lost. 

Canfranc 

This route also follows the GR11 
but at nine kilometres it is some-
what longer than the previous 
one. However, it is not techni-
cally difficult. It passes through 
the Canal Roya, which is a beau-

tiful valley that separates the 
Astún and Formigal ski stations.    

Portalet 

This six-kilometre route is proba-
bly the simplest way to get to the 
Anayet lakes. The trail goes up 
the Batallero hill, a classic if you 
know the Formigal ski station, 
and passes through the Culivil-
las ravine before heading up-
wards.  

Panoramic views 

The Anayet lakes have one of the 
finest panoramic views in the 
area, because they are at the foot 
of two impressive mountains: 
the Anayet (2,545 metres high) 
and the legendary Midi d’Ossau 
(2,885 metres). Both rocky peaks 
are reflected in the water and if 
you are there as the sun sets it 
is one of the loveliest experiences 
you could hope for in this area.  

If you think this route is too 
short and you want to carry on 
walking, you can extend it up to 
the peak, or summit of the 
Anayet (2,559 m). 

It will take a bit more physical 
effort to get there, but the views 
over the valley, the lakes and the 
Midi d’Ossau definitely make it 
all worthwhile. Without a doubt, 
reaching the top of either of these 
two mountains is the best pos-
sible way to finish this beautiful 
walk through the Pyrenees 
mountains.

A beginners’ route to the Anayet  
lakes in the Tena valley

TRAVEL

Hiking is very popular in the Pyrenees.  TURISMO CATALUÑA
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SUMMER SOUNDS CONCERTS

Futuristic 
Cristina Aguilera 

Christina Aguilera, the Ameri-
can singer-songwriter, actress 
and television personality,  
raised the temperature even 
higher on the Costa del Sol 
this week when she took to 
the Starlite stage in the 
Nagüeles quarry in front of a 
venue packed with a high pro-
portion of foreigners. 
The international artist set 
foot on the Marbella music 
festival stage for the first time 
in a concert with a futuristic 
air. The video screens asked 
the question, “Are you ready 
to get dirty?” ahead of the 
concert. For the opening num-
ber the singing sensation wore 
a tight, metal-effect  body-
suit, mid-thigh black boots 
and dark glasses. 

 RAFA ESPAÑA

Kenny Garrett - a Grammy Award winner who is considered to be one 
of the most important saxophonists in modern jazz - headlined the 
thirty-fifth Jazz en la Costa festival, staged in Almuñécar’s El Majuelo 
park. Garrett has collaborated with Miles Davis among  others.

Garrett headlines 
Jazz on the Costa

 AYTO ALMUÑÉCAR 

Vanesa Martín, Nay de la Rubia and Rosario 
la Tremendita accompanied the Chambao 
singer La Mari at the Malagueta bull ring.

20  years of  
La Mari  

 HUGO CORTÉS 

The Malaga  singer - with only his guitar 
- entertained the 1,700 crowd at his 
Cueva de Nerja gig.

Pablo  
Alboran 

 HUGO CORTÉS

The Colombian pop and reggaeton artist 
Maluma raised the temperature at Starlite 
with a sold-out gig for fans. 

Maluma 
sold-out

 JOSELE
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 SUR.  In 2010, Reale Seguros de-
cided to launch a new line of busi-
ness, focused on covering the 
present and future needs of all 
foreigners living in Spain.  

It belongs to the Reale Group 
whose parent company, Reale 
Mutua Assicurazioni, has almost 
two centuries of history, being 
the largest Italian mutual in-
surer. RealeGroup, made up of 
thirteen companies in the insur-
ance, banking, finance, real es-
tate and services sectors; is pre-
sent in Spain, Italy and Chile; 
employs more than 3,100 peo-
ple and insures more than 3.8 
million customers. Reale Segu-
ros is committed to customer 
proximity through 54 branches, 
more than 416 agencies and 
3,300 collaborators who pro-
vide service to more than 2 mil-
lion customers. 

Today, after 12 years, Reale 
Expatriates has established it-
self as one of the preferred op-
tions for the foreign resident com-
munity. The Company prides it-
self on its proximity, commit-
ment and quality of service.  

Javier Espinosa, Reale Segu-
ros’ Commercial Director, is in 
charge of this line of the busi-
ness.  
Why did Reale Seguros launch 
a line of products for foreign 
residents in Spain?  
In 2010 we launched Reale Ex-
patriates’ Protection because 
studies of expatriate clients in-
dicated that this group had simi-
lar insurance needs; that they 
are unfamiliar with how insur-
ance works in Spain and that they 
are particularly concerned about 
being dealt with in their own lan-
guage. It is therefore a group of 
people that needs a specific and 
different service. For this rea-
son, we have developed Reale 
Expatriates’ Protection. A pro-
gramme of solutions with a spe-
cific offer for people who have 
decided to live temporarily or 
permanently in Spain with ex-
clusive products, guarantees and 
services, translation of informa-
tion into 11 languages and a spe-
cific call centre for assistance in 
English, German, Italian and 
Dutch. 

What representation do you have 
now in this sector?   
At the end of May 2022, we had 
more than 50,000 foreign resi-
dents as customers in Spain, 
which represents a market share 
of more than 2%, a figure that in-
creases in certain areas where 
we have more than 3.5%, such 
as Andalusia and the Valencian 
Community. 
What do you offer foreign resi-
dents in Spain?  
Foreign residents in Spain appre-
ciate that their insurance advisor 
speaks to them in their own lan-
guage, especially when they are 
outside their country and offers 
them a close and professional 
service.  

Reale has a territorial model, 
with a physical presence through 
54 branches and a network of 

brokers and agents who know 
their clients perfectly well and 
who offer advice in their own lan-
guage, which greatly facilitates 
the trust they place in our prod-
ucts. I think this is the key, per-
sonalised advice from brokers 
who know their needs, who com-
municate in their own language, 
with special conditions and also 
offer a quality of service in which 
if we do not fulfil our commit-
ments we will give you your 
money back.  
You recently announced a new 
service called «MiAsistente» for 
your expatriate clients, what 
does it consist of and what other 
value-added services do you 
offer?  

‘MiAsistente’ is a personal tele-
phone-manager that offers our 
expat clients specialised and per-
sonal assistance 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year, in English and 
Spanish. This service helps them 
with their day-to-day affairs, home, 
updates on Covid-19, health and 
sport, family, pets, vehicles and 
leisure and free time. The aim is 
for people of other nationalities 
to feel integrated in Spain and to 
get to know the country or the new 
city where they are going to live 
so that they can adapt quickly. 
When taking out a Reale Expat in-
surance policy or renewing their 
policy, expatriates will have ac-
cess to all of these services, free 
of charge for one year. 
In which languages do you offer 
your services?   
‘We have all the contractual in-
formation available in four lan-
guages: English, German, Italian 
and Dutch. 
In addition, we have e-learning 
training and a specific website for 
expatriates in the four languages 
indicated, where customers can 
find all the information about the 
solutions that Reale offers them: 
the possibility of contracting, fil-
ing a claim or finding the nearest 
agent. 
We have sales material in eleven 
languages: Spanish, English, Ger-
man, Dutch, Swedish, Russian, 
Danish, French, Norwegian, Fin-
nish and Italian. When they need 
to contact us for any problem or 
doubt they may have, we have a 
specific telephone number for 
them where a specialised call 
centre with people who can at-
tend in 4 languages: English, Ger-
man, Dutch and Italian and a 
24/7/365 assistance service.

‘Foreign nationals living in Spain value the fact 
that their insurance advisor speaks to them  

in their own language’

INTERVIEW J. Espinosa- Sales Director Reale Seguros

J. Espinosa-  

Sales Director. 

  Reale Seguros

REALE SEGUROS

REALE EXPATRIATES 
CONTACT DETAILS 

Telephone: 91.092.01.69 
E-Mail: expat@reale.es  
Agency Locator: 
https://www.reale.es/expats/ 
en/agency-spain  
Web: www.reale.es/expats/en

‘MiAsistente’ 
is a personal  
telephone-manager 
that offers our expat 
clients specialised  
and personal 
assistance 24 hours  
a day, 365 days  
a year, in English  
and Spanish

‘Reale Expatriates’ Protection’ products have been on the market for more than 12 years and have managed to become  
a benchmark among people who have decided to live temporarily or permanently in Spain 
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I
f Fuengirola had a ‘birth-
day’, perhaps it should be 
7 August 1485. From that 

date, the Castle and its lands 
were renamed and joined the 
Kingdom of Spain. This article 
looks at the birth of Fuengi-
rola, how this ‘birthday’ is 
represented and when it got 
its unique name.   

After centuries of probing 
attacks, the great defensively 
built Suhayl Castle became the 
Moorish frontline defence 
against Castilians on the road 
and sea routes to Granada.  

On 7 August 1485, the Cas-
tle of Suhayl was defended by 
the Moors for the last time.  
The details are lost to history, 
perhaps attacked by land and 
sea in a glorious Castilian vic-
tory, or simply taken without a 
fight. The records conflict with 
the claims for battle rewards! 

The birth of Fuengirola 

FUENGIROLA REVISITED: PART 7 
PATRICK H. MEEHAN

To celebrate 180 years of 

the municipality of 

Fuengirola this series 

reviews the rich history of 

the location, from 

prehistory to the founding 

of the modern town

Unless new evidence arises, 
we may never know.   

This date has been encoded 
by the coincidental death on 7 
August 1547 of Gaetano dei 
Conti di Thiene, the Italian 
aristocrat founder of an order 
of priests. Canonised in 1671, 
his feast day, 7 August, was 
observed locally. 

To suit the temperament of 
the 1950s, San Cayetano be-
came, temporarily, the patron 
saint of Fuengirola, at a time 
of rapid urbanisation. Today a 
district of the town, roads, a 
school, shops and a cemetery 
are all named in his honour. 

Alhaurín, Malaga, Marbella 
and Benalmádena retained 
their Moorish names, but for 
Suhayl came a mysterious 
change. The first known use of 
the name with the current 
spelling, was in the 1480s by 
Spanish historian Alonso de 
Palencia; 

“Soon the news arrived of hav-
ing camped those of Malaga in a 
force located in the coastal of the 
sea next to Marbella, called Fuen-
girola, by source at the foot of the 
Castle.”  

There are competing narra-
tives for the meaning of Fuen-
girola: the first part is gener-

ally agreed, that the ‘Fuen’ 
adapts from ‘fuente’, a font of 
water. ‘Girola’ is either an old 
word for part of a Church or 
derived from ‘girar’ to gyrate 
or go round. So, it could mean 
a font in a church, or water 
that goes around the Castle, or 
words lost to history, hence it 
is not officially defined. 

The castle and the lands of 
Roman Suel and Moorish Su-
hayl, from Benalmádena to 
Cabopino, passed to the new 
Castilian Warden, Álvaro de 
Mesa.  

On 7 August 1485, uniquely 
named, this perfect location 
began a new phase in its jour-
ney through history, to be 
known as Fuengirola. 

i   Patrick H. Meehan  is a 20-
year resident of Fuengirola and 
author of Fuengirola Revisited, a 

unique book that tells the story 
of the location through the 
ages. Feedback can be sent to 

info@fuengirolarevisited.com 
For more information visit 
www.fuengirolarevisited.com or 
follow @fuengirolarevisited on 

Facebook.  

Battlements of Castillo Sohail.  SUR

Suhayl Castle became 
the Moors’ frontline 

defence against 
Castilians on route to 

Granada 
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VÉLEZ BLANCO 
 SUR.   In Vélez Blanco, the Ren-
aissance and Baroque Music 
Festival has been held every 
July for the last 21 years and 
will continue to do so for many 
more to come. An event that 
brings together the most impor-
tant performers of 16th to 18th 

century music on the Spanish 
and international scene. An in-
centive, without doubt, to visit 
and discover this fascinating 
town. 

The 21st edition of the festi-
val began just a few days ago, 
this time dedicated to musical 
and cultural relations between 
Italy and Spain. Music abounds 
these days in Vélez Blanco. The 
Academy of Baroque Music, the 
continuation of the one that ex-
isted more than 200 years ago, 
offers a hundred people the 
chance of learning to play in-
struments and sing with the best 
possible teachers, all of them 
professional musicians, such as 
the great soprano María Bayo 
(Navarra) or the conductor Aaron 
Zapico. An international history 
seminar and a series of lectures 
put the music in context with 
the historical moments in which 
it was composed. And, of course, 
every night, locals and visitors 
- many of them regulars - have 
a date, in some of the town’s 
most important historical land-
marks, with the best music. 

This is what it’s all about, high-
lighting the town’s most em-
blematic monuments and build-
ings. The central courtyard of 
the Vélez Blanco Castle; the 
church and cloisters of the San 
Luis Convent or the parish 
church of Santiago are the places 
where, every day at 21.00 hours, 
classical music fans have a date 
with history and music.   

The festival is organised, 
among others, by Vélez Blanco 
Town Hall. Its mayor, Pedro Luis 

Díaz Gil, explains, “This is one 
of the most important cultural 
and musical events, every sum-
mer, in Spain and I have no 
doubt that it enriches the town 
and its inhabitants, who have 
been well-known music lovers 
for centuries. However, it is not 
just about the music, but also 
about showcasing the town’s 
most interesting places.”  

Cándida Martínez López is the 
director of this musical event. 
The director explains, “It is co-

existence and close contact be-
tween teachers and students, 
as well as a way of delving into 
history and of discovering stun-
ning surroundings and a differ-
ent way of life.” Martínez adds 
that those who attend will not 
only “share musical experiences, 
an important sensation in itself, 
but will also make friends and 
be able to plan future projects 
together”.  For the director, this 
event is “a dream that comes 
true every year in a rural setting 
of spectacular historical and en-
vironmental beauty”. 

The origin of Almeria’s 
“Indalo” 
Vélez Blanco is also the birth-
place of the “Indalo”, the sym-
bol of the province. It was here 
in 1861, in a cave, that the fig-
ure painted in the Neolithic or 
Copper Age appeared and has 
since served to represent the 
province.

The Renaissance and 
Baroque Music Festival  
in Vélez Blanco

VÉLEZ BLANCO,  a paradise of history and music

AYUNTAMIENTO DE VÉLEZ BLANCO

The first Vélez Blanco 
Music Academy was 
founded at the end of 
the 18th century. Just 
over three centuries 
ago, the municipality 
already boasted an 
impressive castle in the 
highest part of the town. 
Today, so many years 
later, castle and music 
continue to be central 
elements in the daily life 
of this beautiful area in 
the north of Almería 

The festival also aims to bring 

the historical buildings closer  

to the visitors of the village.  

Vélez Blanco

“A dream that  
comes true  
every year in a rural 
setting of spectacular 
historical and 
environmental 
beauty”

More than 100 musicians  

are visiting Vélez Blanco 

for the festival.  Vélez Blanco
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GARDENING

Not unsurprisingly, one of Ox-
alis tetraphylla’s common 
names is lucky clover as each 
leaf is composed of four heart-
shaped leaflets. It is a mem-
ber of the Oxalidaceae clover 
family and is native to South 
America and Mexico. 

Other common names in-
clude four leaf sorrel and iron 
cross plant because often the 
darker splodges in the centre 

of the leaf look like a cross. It 
is also known by the botanical 
synonym Oxidalis deppei. 

Oxalis tetraphylla grows from 
small corms or bulbs and forms 
a dense mound of vegetation up 
to 15cm high. During the night 
and when short of water, the 
leaves fold up, rather like an um-
brella. It is dormant for 
around five 
months of 

the year. 
It needs a position where it 

will get full sun for part of the 
day and it needs a free-drain-
ing soil as waterlogging will rot 
the corms. 

From spring and throughout 
the summer, the sprays of dark 
pink, tubular flowers appear on 
long narrow stems. They attract 

lots of beneficial insects, 
drawn by the abundant 

pollen and nectar. 
Its mounding 

habit makes it 
an ideal hang-
ing basket 
plant  or it 
can be 
planted in a 
c o n t a i n e r  
(see photo) or 

in a rockery 
or herbaceous 

border.  
It is not resis-

tant to frost and will 
need protection in 

colder, inland areas of the 
coast. 

It is also intolerant of drought 
and will fold up its leaves when 
it starts to dry out. Even if it is 
shrivelled and dried up, it is of-
ten saveable and a good soak in 
a bucket of water should pro-
mote new growth. 

Propagation is by splitting the 
corms which readily multiply  
or by saving the seeds. It is easy 
to grow from seed but is not an 
invasive plant. 

The leaves and flowers are 
edible in small quantities and 
are often added to salads and 
used as garnish. They have a 
tart lemon flavour. However, 
over consumption can bind the 
calcium in the bloodstream. It 
is not recommended for con-
sumption by people with kid-
ney stones for example. 

It is toxic to dogs, cats and 
horses. 

Oxalis tetraphylla

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Oxalis tetraphylla and close up of flowers.     WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS
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This amazing large purple bloom (commonly called Dutchman’s 

pipe), grows on a lush vine with heart-shaped leaves. It is a tropical 
plant but Christine Rumbelow, who lives near Antequera, says that 
although it dies right back in the winter, it re-shoots in the spring. 

The alien-like Aristolochia

 CHRISTINE RUMBELOW

Crassula is a large genus of succulent plants and the one in this 

photo sent in by Claire del Net is Crassula falcata or the propellor 
plant. It is drought resistant and needs a sunny spot to flower. 

Crassula falcata

 CLAIRE DEL NET
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A
second yellow fever epi-
demic in less than a 
year was declared in 

Malaga on 29 July 1804, as the 
viral disease saw a dramatic in-
crease in both cases and deaths, 
with some 11,464 people dying 
during the following three 
months. 

Juan Manuel de Aréjula, a re-
nowned surgeon and chemist, 
arrived in Málaga on 25 August 
1804 and he came across the 
disease “in full force”. The up-

ward trend in cases lasted un-
til 7 September; deaths began 
to slow down by 12th and there 
were hardly any infected by the 
28th of the month. 

In Brief Description of Yellow 
Fever, a book published in 1806, 
Aréjula documented the causes, 
effects and evolution of the yel-
low fever disease in Andalucía 
at the start of the 19th century. 
He was then entrusted with 
what measures should be taken 
in the affected locations.  

The fever had resurfaced in 
Malaga city at the end of June 
1804, but it was contained to 
the Santos Mártires church in 
Calle Pozos Dulces. Aréjula con-
firmed that street as the epicen-
tre of the outbreak because of 
the rapid spread of cases in the 
area. “The Santos Mártires par-

ish has 2,500 populated homes, 
[…] between 1 and 23 July there 
were no more than 32 deaths, 
of which 16 were infected and 
residents of Calle Pozos Dulces,” 
he wrote. 

But once the disease left that 
area, it spread like wildfire and 
preventative measures were 
taken. Two lazarettos (a quar-
antine station intended to be 
used by maritime travellers) 
were set up outside the city, 
buildings were fumigated and 
furniture was sanitised. 

The yellow fever still man-
aged to escape the city and 

make its way inland. Aréjula 
was sent to Antequera to inves-
tigate, among other things, how 
it reached the town. “I figured 
out that the first sick person in 
Antequera was an official 
named José Delgado, a 22-year-
old lad, who fled Malaga and the 
street where there were the 
most infected on 23 July,” 
Aréjula wrote. “He fell ill on 27 
July and died on 2 August.” 

The disease would quickly 
spread to other Andalusian 
towns thanks to its presence in 
Malaga and Antequera. In La 
Rambla, a mule driver who was 

transporting wheat from Malaga 
carried the yellow fever because 
he touched a cart full of disease-
ridden corpses; it spread to 
Montilla through an infected 
priest and also made its way to 
Ronda. 

The yellow fever outbreak 
that Malaga suffered the year 
before, during the summer 
months of 1803 and until De-
cember, claimed the lives of 
6,884 people. 

Yellow fever 
outbreak explodes 
across Malaga

Fiebre Fever 

Amarillo/a Yellow 

Enfermedad Disease 

Cementerio Cemetery 

Epidemia Epidemic 

Propagar To spread 

Incremento Increase 

Cirujano Surgeon 

Medida Measure 

Químico/a Chemist 

Edificio Building 

Enfermero/a Nurse 

Parroquia Parish 

Muerte Death 

Contagiar To infect 

Arriero Mule driver 

Muebles Furniture

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

EE29 JULY 1804

The San Miguel cemetery was created on the outskirts of the city at the 

time of the yellow fever outbreak at the start of the 19th century.  SUR

The viral disease caused 
close to 12,000 deaths 
across the city and it 
also spread throughout 
the province and the 
Andalusian region

i   Bilingual crossword inside 

back page

SHAY  
CONAGHAN
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When it’s too hot to be 
toiling over a hot stove 
indoors you might want 
to consider creating  
an outside kitchen, in 
the shade    

DENISE BUSH 

MALAGA. Doing any sort of cook-
ing indoors, whether it is grilling, 
frying, boiling or roasting, is a real 

chore at the height of the summer. 
A shady spot in your patio or back 
garden could make the ideal spot 
to create an outside kitchen, where 
you can enjoy a gentle breeze, sip-
ping a chilled glass of white wine 
while preparing the evening meal.  

Most homes have a portable bar-
becue, usually gas or charcoal, 
which is an ideal alternative in the 
summer. However, another option 
is to purchase (or build if you know 
someone handy) a refractory oven, 

commonly called a pizza oven. This 
is a very old way of cooking and 
some old Spanish farmhouses still 
have them, from the days when 
kitchens were always outside the 
main dwelling. 

The method of cooking is sim-
ple and very efficient. A fire is lit 
inside and to the back or one side 
of the cavity. Once the firewood is 
reduced to coals it can be pushed 
to one side and trays of meat, fish 
and vegetables (or even pizza!) can 
be placed inside. The door, usually 
of cast iron, is then closed and the 
food left to cook. The brick struc-
ture holds the heat long after the 
fire has died down and a succes-
sion of different foods, depending 
on the length of cooking time 
needed, can be cooked in this way. 

Cooking outside   
in the summer

A brick built refractory oven.  PIXABAY
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EXHIBITIONS 

Casa de las Tejerinas 

ESTEPONA.  Casa de Las Tejerinas, 

Plaza del Flores. 

Pedro Amado. Until 10 August. An 

exhibition of paintings by local artist 

Pedro Amado. 

Annual Art Exhibition 
ALOZAINA. Until 7 August. Aula de 

Cultura, C/Calvario  

Fourteen local artists, ceramicists, 

and photographers are exhibiting. 

Open mornings and evenings until 

9pm. Info; Isabel tel/whatsapp 

655226833 

Calavera Padre 
MARBELLA. Until 30 September. 

Playa Padre Beach Club. 

A total of thirteen contemporary art-

ists will be decorating thirteen giant 

skulls designed by José Pinero. Each 

artist will demonstrate their own 

imagination in the final decoration.   

Gallery Art Club  

FUENGIROLA. Calle Quemada. Mon-

day, Wednesday, Friday, 10am - 1pm, 

other days by appt. 637 559 039.  

Summer exhibition at the gallery 

until 31 August. www.galleryart-

club.com  

María José Álvarez Barea 
MIJAS COSTA. Until 26 September. 

Centro Cultural La Cala de Mijas. 

A selection of paintings are on dis-

play by this artist. 

Styart 
LAS LAGUNAS. Until 15 September. 

Casa de la Cultura Las lagunas. . 

A multi-discipline, collective exhibi-

tion by national and international art-

ists. 

Malaga Picasso Museum 
MALAGA. Museo Picasso Málaga, 

Calle San Agustín.  

Book illustrations. Picasso illustrated 

many books during his lifetime. Until 

October a selection of prints from his 

original drawings will be on display.   

Picasso Visto por Ortero. A selection 

of around 60 photographs from the 

Roberto Otero Foundation. Roberto 

Otero took photos of Picasso as he 

went about his everyday life and dur-

ing his painting. There are also some 

of his notebooks in which he 

recorded conversations he had with 

the artist. 

Paula Rego. Until 21 August. Nearly 

90 works make up the exhibition by 

Portuguese artist Paula Rego. It 

includes large oil and pastel works as 

well as smaller formats and collages. 

www.museopicassomalaga.org. 

Museo Picasso Casa Natal 
MALAGA. Until 2 October. Plaza de la 

Merced. 

The Japanese artist Yukimasa Ida is 

exhibiting a series of works including 

sculptures, paintings and drawings 

dedicated to Pablo Ruiz Picasso.   

Otras Miradas. Tiempo de 
Exposición 
MALAGA. Until 28 August. Museo 

Ruso, Centre Pompidou Málaga  and 

the Museo Casa Natal Picasso. 

Three, simultaneous exhibitions in 

Malaga city by the photography stu-

dents of the San Telmo Art School. 

Museo Ruso 
MALAGA. Edificio Tabacalera, Avda 

Sor Teresa Prat. 

La Razón de los Sueños. Las Formas 

y las Fronteras. Until October. The 

Russian Museum is hosting an exhibi-

tion of paintings, drawings and sculp-

ture by many famous artists.  

Ventana Abierta. Until 29 July. The 

association Ventana Abierta will be 

exhibitings works created by partici-

pants of the Arteterapia (art therapy) 

programme.  

Centre Pompidou 
MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

https://centrepompidou-malaga.eu/ 

La Arquitectura Japonesa desde 

1950: Espacios Plurales. Until 19 

September. Since 1950, the Japanese 

architectural scene has hovered 

between modernity and tradition, 

between references to the West and 

immersion in Japanese culture. Japa-

nese architecture has acquired a 

remarkable singularity and visibility 

all over the world. 

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
MALAGA.  .  

Ben Sledsens. Until 11 September. An 

exhibition by Belgian artist Ben Sled-

sens. It consists of 16 works in vary-

ing formats representing fictitious 

events inspired by the artist’s imagi-

nation and everyday life. 

Erik Parker. Until 28 August. An exhi-

bition by German artist Erik Parker 

called Easy Freedom. 

Angelika Markul. Until 23 October. 

Memory of Glaciers is a video instal-

lation by the Polish artist Angelika 

Markul. 

MALAGA. CAC Málaga - La Coracha.  

Cristóbal Toral, Una Aventura Crea-

dora. Until 13 September. The exhibi-

tion consists of 70 pieces including 

paintings, sculpture and installations.   

Málaga Contemporáneo 

MALAGA. Until 16 October. Museo 

del Patrimonio Municipal (MUPAM). 

A semi-permanent exhibition which 

travels through the changes in art in 

Malaga from the 1950s up to present 

day. Over 130 works are on display. 

The works of Brinkmann, Peinado, 

Barbadillo, Chicano, Stefan, Chema 

Cobo, López Cuenca, Diego Santos, 

Chema Lumbreras, Bola Barrionuevo, 

Alvarado, Calleja, Carlos Aires, 

Verónica Ruth Frías, Puche, Noelia 

García Bandera, Julio Anaya, Victoria 

Maldonado and Paloma de la Cruz are 

included in the exhibition.  

Estival: Artistas Discolos 
MALAGA. Until 29 July. La Casa 

Amarilla., C/Santos.  

This will be the fifth contemporary 

art exhibition held by Casa Amarilla. 

http://www.estivalmalaga.com/  

Tesoros Sobre Seda 
MALAGA. Until 4 September. Archivo 

Municipal, Salas Mingorance,  

The exhibition Tesoros Sobre Seda, 

Ensoñaciones Orientales (Treasures 

on Silk, Oriental Dreams) is aimed at 

bridging the gap between the East 

and the West through art. On display 

are works on black silk in the shape 

of a T, similar to a kimono, by 30 

Spanish and Japanese artists, all of 

whom live in Spain. The exhibition 

was devised by Fumiko Negishi and 

Carlos Muñiz.   

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 10am - 

8pm Tuesday to Sunday. 

Real(ismos). Until 4 September. 

Real(ismos) is the new temporary 

exhibition at the museum. It consists 

of over 80 works, paintings, sculp-

tures, etchings, photos and drawings 

by artists such as Dalí, Miró, Picasso 

and Mallo. 

Letters. Until 25 September. The 

Thyssen museum is exhibiting 34 let-

ters written by artists such as Van 

Gogh, Frida Kahlo, Pisarro, Degas, 

Manet and Lucien Freud among oth-

ers, alongside some of the most 

important artworks.  

Negra es la Noche. Until 25 Septem-

ber. The new temporary exhibition is 

a selection of works by three artists, 

José Gutiérrez Solana, Pancho Cossío 

and Francisco Bores. The works illus-

trate the sordid side of daily life in 

Spain with marginalised groups of 

people, retrobates and down-and-

outs.  www.carmenthyssen-

malaga.org 

Museum Jorge Rando  
MALAGA. Until 26 September. C/ 

Cruz del Molinillo. www.museojorger-

ando.org 

The Jorge Rando museum is celebrat-

ing its seventh anniversary this year 

and has a special exhibition entitled 

Soldados by Jorge Rando. The new 

exhibitions at the Jorge Rando are 

Años jóvenes de un viejo maestro (1st 

part) and Ein ukrainisches Requiem, 

the latter painted this year by the 

artist.  www.jorgerando.org 

Casa Gerald Brenan  
MALAGA. Until 28 October C/ Torre-

molinos.  

The exhibition series Estrellas para 

Brenan begins with an exhibition 

entitled Laberinto y locura by Malaga 

artist Diego Santos. The works are 

centred on the legendary dancer 

Josephine Baker who reached the 

peak of her career in the mid-twenti-

eth century. 

Flamencura 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. Until 4 

September. Casa Fuerte Bezimiliana. 

The exhibition consists of 25 large 

format works in different media from 

Andrés Mérida. 

Gallery Art Club, Fuengirola

Angelika Markul, CAC Malaga

Pedro Amado, Estepona
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EXHIBITIONS 

Terral-Circulo exhibition 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Until 20 August. 

Convento de San Francisco. 
A collective exhibition featuring 33 
works by 30 artists. 

Poéticas de la Ciudad 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. From 4 August 

until 4 September. Centro de Arte 

Contemporáneo. 
Photograpgher Paco Negre is exhibit-
ing a selection of his work with the 
main theme being Malaga’s poets.  

Jaime Pimentel 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Until 11 Septem-

ber. Centro de Arte Contemporáneo. 
Axarquia sculptor and artist Jaime 
Pimentel will be exhibiting some of 
his work.  

Adrian Ensor 
GRANADA. Until the end of the sum-

mer. Casa Natal Federico García Lorca, 

Fuente Vaqueros. Free. 

Renowned black and white photo-
graphic print artist Adrian Enson is 
exhibiting photos of Lorca.  

La Luz de la Alpujarra 
ALPUJARRA. Until 31 July. Eco Tour-

ism Centre Alquería de Morayma. 

An exhibition of watercolours by 
Annabel Keatley and Paul Armitage.  

MUSIC AND DANCE 

Cazbah Live Lounge Jamaica Day 

LA CALA DE MIJAS. Torrenueva, 

Avenida de Jerez. 

6 August, 9pm. Jamaican Independ-
ence Day party with Jamaican food 
and music, a DJ and Reggae singer. 
Call: 602535710, also on Facebook 
(https://fb.me/e/1zkJGpQEv).  

The Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
MALAGA. Various venues. 

29 July, 10pm. Summer concert with 
music by composers Bizet, Chapí, 
Bretón and others at the Colegio de 
Aparejadores y Arquitectos Técnicos 
de Málaga. 
29, 30 July, 8pm. The orchestra will 
play pieces by composers Dvorak and 
Schubert. 

La Posada 
MALAGA. Vincci Posada del Patio, 

Pasillo de Sta Isabel. 9.30pm Every 

Friday, 
29 July. Iris Nieto oboe duet 
www.tallerblues.es   

Iris Nieto 
MALAGA.  31 July, 9.30pm. La 

Fábrica, C/Trinidad Grund, 29. 
Fabulous oboe playing Iris Nieto will 
be in concert. 

Museum concerts 
MALAGA. Free. 

Museo Carmen Thyssen.  
30 September, 7pm. Promúsica 
28 October, 7pm. Conservatorio 
Martín Tenllado choir. 
25 November, 7pm. Teatro del Arte 
company. 
www.carmenthyssenmalaga.org/ 
Malaga Museum.  
7 August, 12pm. Brassarquía + One 
performs works by Sonny Kompanek, 
Enrique Crespo, Ian MacDonald and  
Isaac Albéniz. 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Free. 

Mvvel (Museo de Vélez-Málaga).  
4 August, 8pm. Brassarquía, wind 
orchestra. 

Louie Louie Bar 
ESTEPONA. Estepona port. 
6 August, 10.45pm. Rob Sas Band. 
www.louielouierockbar.com/ 

Jazz, Funk and Fusion 
ALMUÑÉCAR. 31 July, 10.30pm. Par-

que El Majuelo. 

One For My Baby to run parallel with 
the Jazz en la Costa festival.  

Used Cars: Springsteen revisited 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. 29 July, 

Plaza Gloria Fuertes, La Cala del 

Moral. 

A concert playing tribute to Bruce 
Springsteen. 

Concerto Málaga 
MALAGA. 29 July, Sala de Conciertos 

María Cristina. 

The last concert in the series CIVE – 
Ciclo, Las Cuatro Estaciones. It is dedi-
cated to the Mediterranean and Cata-
lan composers Morera, Pedrell, 
Lamote de Grignon and Eduard Toldrá. 

Dennis Mansfield 
ESTEPONA.  2 August, 10pm. Plaza 

Andrés Caparrós, free. 
German composer and singer Dennis 
Mansfield and his band will be per-
forming some of his established hits 
such as Club Called Jane, Sliding 
Doors and Viva la Vidaas well as sev-
eral of his new compositions. 

Beat concerts 
MALAGA. Until 30 July. Teatro Eche-

garay. 

A series of concerts by performers 
such as Arco, Twanguero, Ariel Brín-

guez, Pancho Varona, Los Malagatos 
and Çantamarta, will take place Fri-
days and Saturdays until the end of 
this month. Genres include pop-rock, 
guitar solos, urban rhythms, Afro-
Cuban jazz and folk music. Tickets: 
www.teatrocervantes.com, www.tea-
troechegaray.com and www.unientra-
das.es 

Rob Sas 
COÍN.  16 September, 9pm. Molly’s 

Roadhouse. 
Rob Sas is a veteran musician and 
singer of British Rock of the 80s and 
has played alongside the John Cogh-
lan Band (ex Status Quo); Nick Sim-
per (Deep Purple) and Lindsay 
Bridgewater (Ozzy Osbourne) among 
others. 

Fiebre Amarillo 
MALAGA. 29 July, 9pm. Patio Ateneo 

de Málaga, C/Compañía. 

To celebrate the end of the Díscolo 
Estival 2022, there will be a DJ Set. 
Sponsored by San Miguel. 

90s Night 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. 29 July, 

from 10pm. Auditorio Municipal. 

A tribute to the 90s with images of 
events that took place in the 90s and 
90s disco music. The event has been 
organised by the town council and 
Ángel Cano who ran the hugely 
popular discotheque Yo in that era.  

Finca El Portón Jazz 
ALHAURÍN DE LA TORRE. Every Fri-

day at 10pm throughout July.  
29 July. Hermeto Pascoal & Grupo 

More details and tickets: www.mien-
trada.net or call: 952411043 

Cambaya Blues Festival 
ANTEQUERA. 29, 30 July, 9pm. 

Plaza Santa María. 
The Blue Stompers Jump Review 
perform tonight, Friday, at 10.30pm 
followed by the César Crespo Trío. 
On Saturday, the Andabluses are fol-
lowed by El Osos de Benalúa y sus 
Sabandijas.  

Espeto Fest 
ESTEPONA. Until 30 July, 10pm. 

Playa de La Rada. 

Concerts by Sotano Sur (28th), Air-
bag (29th) and on the 30th: Magnet 
Man, African Jam, One Drop Trio and 
Heritage bring a night of reggae.  

Jazz in the English Cemetery 
MALAGA. 30 July, 9pm. Avda de 

Pries, 1. 
An evening of jazz with the Jitterbug 
Jazz Group in the grounds of the his-
torical English Cemetery. Tickets 12 
euros: https://stgeorgemalaga.com or 
call: 638 339 691 

Festival del Sol 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Until 6 August. 

Explanada del Cerro. 

To promote tourism in the town, the 
town hall has organised a festival of 
concerts and activities for all the 
family. More information and tickets: 
www.giglon.com 

Festival Anfitrión 

FUENGIROLA. Until 25 August. Cas-

tillo Sohail.  
The festival will include concerts, 
dance performances, circus and fla-
menco ballet. More details and tick-
ets: www.juntadeandalucia.es/cul-
tura/festivalanfitrion/espacios/casti-
llo-de-sohail-fuengirola and 
www.marenostrumfuengirola.es 

Sister Sledge 
MARBELLA. 30 July, doors open 

8pm. Marbella Arena. 
Sister Sledge perform (at 10pm) 
some of their greatest hits including 
Lost in Music, He’s the Greatest 
Dancer, Thinking of You and We Are 
Family. www.rocklounge.com or call 
626 30 34 34 

UB40’s Ali Campbell 
MARBELLA. 6 August, doors open 

8pm. Marbella Arena. 
Ali Campbell performs some of 
UB40’s greatest hits. www.rock-
lounge.com or call 626 30 34 34 

The show will be 
performed by pianist 
Paul Maxwell and a 12-
piece symphonic 
orchestra   

TONY BRYANT 

MIJAS. The music of one the 
world’s most flamboyant 
entertainers will be repro-
duced during a special concert 
at the municipal auditorium in 
Mijas on Saturday 30 July. The 
Elton John Experience is a 
concert dedicated to the so 
called Rocket Man and Bernie 
Taupin, one of the most suc-
cessful songwriting duos in the 
history of modern music. 

The show will be performed 
by Paul Maxwell, otherwise 
known as the Piano Man, 
along with his band and a 12-
piece symphonic orchestra. 

The show is based on Elton 
John’s 50-year career and will 
include many of his most 
successful hits, such as Your 
Song, Candle in the Wind, I’m 
Still Standing and Sacrifice. 

The show, during which 
Maxwell recreates Elton 
John’s incredible stage pres-

ence and musicianship, was 
first performed at the Mar-
bella Arena last summer and 
has since received rave re-
views. The show has been 
declared the “most outstand-
ing Elton John tribute in 
Europe”.  

Pianist, composer and 
songwriter Paul Maxwell has 
become one of the most re-
spected musicians on the coast 
over the last 30 years. He is an 
international performer of 
British origin who has per-

formed on stages all over the 
world, supporting celebrated 
musicians such as Michael 
Bolton, Simply Red, Billy 
Ocean and George Benson, to 
name just a few.   

Tickets for his show in Mijas, 
which starts at 10pm, cost 25 
euros in advance (35 euros at 
the door) and are available 
from www.eventbrite.es or by 
calling: 633647260. 

Tickets can also be pur-
chased at the Ruben money 
exchange offices.

Paul Maxwell’s Elton John show has received rave reviews.  SUR.

Piano man brings Elton John 
Experience to Mijas auditorium

La Luz de la Alpujarra, La Alpujarra

Adrian Ensor, Granada
Iris Nieto, Malaga. 
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Theme tracks from films 
ESTEPONA. 31 July, 7, 14, 21, 28 

August 9pm. Plaza del Reloj. 
Film tracks played by the Municipal 

Band. 

Summer Concert 
ALMUÑÉCAR. 7 August, 10.30pm. 

Parque El Majuelo. 

The Orquestas de Cámara Medi-

terránea will be playing pieces by 

Benjamin Britten, Vivaldi and Dvorak. 

bravoentradas.es  

Starlite 
MARBELLA. Until 3 September. 

29 July, 10pm. Simple Minds.  

30 July, 10pm. Diana Krall. 

Tickets and a complete programme 

of events: http://starlitemar-

bella.com/es/ 

Noches de Gibralfaro 
MALAGA. Until 30 July, 10pm. Casti-

llo de Gibralfaro. 

Every weekend this month there will 

be concerts in the Castillo Gibralfaro. 

The music will cover a variety of gen-

res including flamenco, classical and 

jazz. There will be a special bus from 

the city centre. The full programme 

and details of tickets: https://unien-

tradas.es/alcazabaygibralfaro/pub-

lic/janto/ 

Sophie Festival 
TORREMOLINOS. Until 28 August. 

Palacio de Congresos de Torremolinos.  

Electronic music festival taking place 

every Sunday for nine weeks. 

Includes artists such as Paul Kalk-

brenner, Apollonia or Jamie Jones. 

www.sophie.es  

Puro Latino Fest 
CADIZ. 4-6 August. El Puerto de 

Santa María. 

The festival features some of the big-

gest names in Latino music. 

https://purolatino.es/cadiz/ 

FLAMENCO 

Flamenco show 

ESTEPONA. 29 July, 9.30pm. Peña 

Flamenca de Estepona, C/ Fuerzas 

Armadas. 

A flamenco show with vocals by Bor-

rico de Jerez, ‘toque’ by Vicente San-

tiago and dance by Virginia Neva and 

Jairo Díaz Oliva. For more informa-

tion or reservations, call: 952803183 

or 683141136 

Flamenco Stars 
ALMUÑÉCAR. 10.30pm. Gardens of 

Castillo de la Herradura. 

29 July. José Mercé. 

30 July, 10pm. El Pele, Patriaca and 

at 11.30pm Jasiel Nahin with Mirando 

Adentro 

www.almunecar.es 

Flamenqueando 
ALMUÑÉCAR. 29 July, 8pm. Plaza 

del Acueducto. 

With the María Gómez La canastera 

flamenco school. 

Flamenco Íntimo 
ALMUÑÉCAR. 20 August, 10pm. Par-

que El Majuelo. 

Mayte Martín will be performing. 

Tickets: redentradas.com /lacanafla-

menca.com. 

Flamenco dance shows 
ALMUÑÉCAR.  Various venues. 

10 August, 10pm. With Teresa Bar-

bero and Alba Fajardo.  Peñon del 

Santo esplanade. 

17 August, 10pm. Borja Cortés and 

Teresa Barber at Cueva Siete Palacios 

(Barrio San Miguel). 

24 August, 10pm. With Teresa Bar-

bero and Agustín Barajas. Plaza del 

Acueducto. 

CHARITY 

ARCH  
ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE.  Open Sun-

day 31 July, 9am-4pm, Viña Borrego. 

The ARCH team at the Rescue Centre 

for Horses and Donkeys will be hold-

ing the last open morning before the 

summer break. Children can groom 

the donkeys and ponies, and volun-

teers are on hand to explain the char-

ity’s work. More information on Face-

book: Centro Andalusi de Rescate de 

Caballos or www.horserescue-

spain.org 

Sing for Ukraine Opera Chorus 
ESTEPONA. 7 August. Orquidario. 

The vocal workshop is scheduled to 

run in the morning and then the cho-

rus will be performed at 9pm during 

the fundraiser event for Prosvita Aso-

ciacion Malaga. The workshop costs 

30€ or 50€ for two people, children 

free when accompanied by registered 

adults. All money raised on the night 

of the performance goes directly to 

Prosvita. www.face-

book.com/events/1513677552383877 

Golf for DEBRA charity 
BENAHAVÍS. 10 August. Marbella 

Club de Golf Resort. 120€. 

A golf tournament to raise money for 

children suffering from Epidermólisis 

Bullosa, a skin disorder. Register by 

emailing: eventos@debra.es, or call 

674 11 19 52. 

Golf for DEBRA charity 
MARBELLA. 17 September. Club de 

Golf Aloha. 85€. 

A golf tournament to raise money for 

children suffering from Epidermólisis 

Bullosa, a skin disorder.  Register by 

emailing: eventos@debra.es, or call 

674 11 19 52.  

FIESTAS AND FERIAS 

Fiestas patronales  
ALMUÑÉCAR. Until 15 August. 

The fiesta is in honour of the patron 

saint of the town the Virgen de la 

Antigua. 

Feria de Benagalbón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. 28-31 

July. Antigua Estación de Ferrocarril. 

There will be live concerts, an 

orchestra, dance performances, 

paella and lots of other activities.  

Dennis Mansfield, Estepona. 

Concerto de Málaga, Malaga
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MORE IDEAS 

Tapas Route 

MIJAS PUEBLO. Every Tuesday and 

Thursday from 7.30pm until 10pm. 

Until end of August. 

A drink and a tapa will cost 3€ at par-

ticipating bars. A scoop of ice cream 

without a drink will also be 3€. More 

information: www.turismo.mijas.es 

Puppet Festival 
LA HERRADURA. Until 31 July from 

10pm. Plaza de la Independencia. 
Puppet shows and workshops for 

families with small children. Free 

entry. 

Nocturnal Festival 
ALOZAINA. 6 August, from 9pm.   

Free concerts, DJ Heddi, Arabian 

dance, artists and artisans, local 

products, and kids activities. A prize 

for the best fancy dress creature or 

fairy of the forest. Info: Isabel 

tel/whatsapp 655226833 

Salón Varietés Summer Ball 
MIJAS. 26 August. The Green Label 

Restaurant, El Chaparral.  

Three-course meal, wine, beer or 

soft drinks with live music and 

dancing. 49€ per person. Bookings: 

fundraising@salonvarieties.com or 

call 627595059 

Salón Varietés Golf Tournament 
MARBELLA. 28 August. Marbella 

Golf Club.  

Pairs Texas Scramble, Shotgun start 

at 9am.Lunch and drink in club-

house after accompanied by live 

music. 79€ per person (teams of 

four, playing in pairs).  Bookings: 

fundraising@salonvarieties.com or 

call 627595059 

Málaga Jam Weekend 
MALAGA. 29-31 July. Polo Nacional 

de Contenidos Digitales, Tabacalera. 

The Tabacalera will be the venue for 

the Málaga Jam Weekend, the big-

gest venue in Spain for the Global 

Game Jam, an opportunity for enthu-

siasts of videogames to get together 

and develop new ideas. Participants 

must register online: www.malaga-

jam.com.  

Night Run 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. 30 July.  

The IV Carrera Nocturna Ciudad de 

Vélez-Málaga will pass through the 

streets, plazas and most historic 

emblems of the town. Main run is 

5km with some steep climbs. More 

details and registration (before 26 

July), www.atletismovelez.es  

Grub Festival 
GIBRALTAR. 5 August. Wellington 

Fort. 

One off ‘pop up’ food and drink stalls 

run by restaurants, chefs and mixolo-

gists from London, Gibraltar, Spain 

and further afield. With DJs to pro-

vide music. ‘Grub’ is a ticketed event, 

with the price of the ticket including 

all food and some drinks. Cocktail 

only tickets are available. Tickets: 

buytickets.gi More info: Instagram / 

Facebook / Twitter :@cometogrub 

Family English Cemetery Days 
MALAGA. Saturdays, 10am-2pm. 

Avda de Pries, 1. 

Book a family visit to the English 

Cemetery and they will provide a 

route to follow to discover some 

fascinating Malaga history, and 

games to play along the way - all in 

both English and Spanish. Reserve a 

time slot on https://cementerioin-

glesmalaga.org/en under the “visits” 

tab. Language, history and art 

teachers are also welcome to con-

tact us via the web about this and 

other activities we can provide. 

Lux Mundi  
FUENGIROLA.  Lux Mundi Ecumeni-

cal Centre, C/Nueva 3.  

Coach trip to Frigiliana. 26 August. 

Various departure points. Tickets 23€ 

visitors or 20€ for Lux Mundi card 

holders. Call: 952 474 840 or 

email:luxmundif@gmail.com   

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. Lunchtime and late 

night screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103.  

www.yelmocines.es.  

DC League of Super Pets: 12.15, 15.05 

(Sun); 17.30 (every day). 

Top Gun Maverick: 22.10 (Tues). 

Elvis: 12.20 (Sun), 20.45 (Tues). 

Men: 15.10 (Sun), 19.50 (Tues). 

Thor: Love and Thunder: 12.30 (Sun); 

22.20 (Tues). 

André Rieu Happy Days Are Here 

Again: 20.00 ( 29 July). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

DC League of Super Pets: 17.00 

(Tues). 

André Rieu Happy Days Are Here 

Again: 20.00 (29 July). 

Elvis: 21.45 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

DC League of Super Pets: 12.15 (Sun), 

19.10 (Tues). 

Thor: Love and Thunder: 22.05 

(Tues). 

Minions: The Rise of Gru:  16.45 

(Tues). 

André Rieu Happy Days Are Here 

Again: 20.00  29 July). 

Elvis: 21,20 (Tues). 

Men : 22.45 (Tues). 

The Forgiven: 18.05 (Tues). 

Cinesur Miramar 
FUENGIROLA. Avda de la 

Encarnación. Tel: 952198600. 

https://www.cinesur.com/es/mk2-

cinesur-miramar 

DC League of Super Pets: 12.25 (Sat, 

Sun); 17.15 (every day). 

Minions: The Rise of Gru: 12.00 (Sat, 

Sun); 16.45 (every day). 

Thor: Love and Thunder: 18.45, 21.15 

(every day).  

Memory: 17.00 (every day). 

The Forgiven: 16.30 (every day). 

Elvis: 17.00 (every day). 

Jurassic World Dominion: 19.30 

(Tues) 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

DC League of Super Pets: 17.00 

(Tues). 

Thor: Love and Thunder: 20.00 

(Tues). 

Minions: The Rise of Gru:  19.20 

(Tues). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. 

 www.cinealbeniz.com.  

Pig:  18.00 (Fri). 

Elvis: 19.45 (every day). 

Cinesa 
MARBELLA. La Cañada Commercial 

Centre.  

The Forgiven: 21.40 (Mon); 22.00 

(Wed; Thurs ). 

Thor: Love and Thunder: 21.35 (Mon,  

Wed, Thur). 

André Rieu Happy Days Are Here 

Again: 20.00 ( 29 July). 

Red Dog 
PUERTO BANÚS. Avda Julio Iglesias. 

https://reddogcinemas.com/ 

Elvis: 15.00, 21.15 (Sat, Sun); 21.10 

(Mon-Thurs). 

Lightyear:  12.00 (Sun); 15.00 (Sat, 

Sun); 17.00 (Mon-Thurs). 

Minions, The Rise of Gru:  12.00 

(Sun); 15.00,16.45, 18.30, 20.15, (Sat, 

Sun); 17.00, 18.45, 20.30 (Mon-

Thurs). 

Sonic the Hedgehog 2: 12.00 (Sun). 

The Bad Guys: 12.30 (Sun). 

Men: 20.10 (Sat, Sun); 19.30 (Mon-

Thurs). 

Thor: Love and Thunder: 12.00 

(Sun); 17.30, 19.40, 22.00 (Sat, Sun); 

17.15, 19.30, 21.45 (Mon-Thurs). 

Memory: 17.15 (Mon-Thurs); 18.00 

(Sat, Sun). 

DC League of Super Pets: 15.00 (Sat, 

Sun); 17.00, 19.10, 21.20 (every day). 

Autocine Málaga 
MALAGA. Guadalhorce Industrial 

Estate. Ctra. de la Azucarera 

Intelhorce.  

www.autocines.com/cine-malaga/  

DC league of Super Pets: 22.00 

(From 29 July until 4 August). 

Bullet Train: 22.00 (From 5 until 11 

August). 

Cine Abierto 
MALAGA. Until 29 August. Various 

venues. 

A total of 128 projections, 40 in the 

Cine Albéniz (at 11am), 34 on beaches  

and 23 in parks (at 10.15pm). Only the 

Cine Albéniz showings need a ticket, 

the rest are free. https://festivalde-

malaga.com/cineabierto 

TONY BRYANT 

TORREMOLINOS. An exhibition 
of the works by Galician 
artist Moncho Borrajo is 
currently on show at the 
Picasso Cultural Centre in 
Torremolinos. 

The free exhibition, which 
can be viewed until 30 Sep-
tember, is held in Sala Elena 
Laverón and includes 100 
paintings that were largely 
produced during the corona-
virus pandemic. 

The collection – Desre-
tratos, which consists of a 
body of portraits, was 
painted at the artist’s home 
in Tenerife, and he claims it 
was his way of occupying his 
time during the lockdown in 

an attempt to “preserve his 
sanity”.  

The artist defines the 
portraits as a mixture of pop 
art and expressionism that 
analyses the face and repre-
sents the generation in which 
he has lived. 

Moncho Borrajo is a mul-
tidisciplinary artist who is 
recognised as a follower of 
cubism and pop art. He has 
exhibited in more than 50 
individual and collective 
shows in cities all over the 
world, and his work has 
appeared in several encyclo-
pedias of contemporary art. 

The exhibition can be 
visited from Monday to 
Friday from 9am until 1.30 
pm.

Exhibition of lockdown 
pop art and cubism

The exhibition at the Picasso Cultural Centre in Torremolinos.  SUR.

Puppet shows, La Herradura
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“One important challenge 
is for the health service to 
pay for new drugs which 
have proven effective 
against prostatic tumours,”  

ÁNGEL ESCALERA
 

MALAGA. Prostate cancer is the 
most common type of cancer 
among men and early detection 
is the key to a cure. The PSA 
(prostate-specific antigen) test 
plays a determining role in this: 
it is a system which has drasti-
cally reduced cases of advanced 
prostate tumours, as the head of 
the urology department at the 
Clínico Virgen de la Victoria hos-
pital, Bernardo Herrera, explains 
in this interview.  About 2,500 
men in Malaga province are di-
agnosed with prostate cancer 
every year.  
–What is the current situation 
with prostate cancer?  
–It is the most common cancer 
among the male population, with 
an incidence of 150 cases for 
every 100,000 inhabitants, so in 
Malaga province there are around 
2,500 cases a year. In Spain as a 
whole, about 35,000 cases are di-
agnosed each year. It is the fourth 
type of cancer in terms of mor-
tality.  
–What factors influence  the ap-
pearance of this type of tumour? 
–The three most important risk 

factors are age, race and family 
history due to genetic factors. 
Afro-American men suffer more 
from prostate cancer than any-
one else.   
–At what age are people nor-
mally diagnosed? 
–In the 60 to 65 age range. It isn’t 
common in young people, except 
men with a family history of pros-
tate cancer, in which case there 
are cases among 40 to 50 year 
olds. The hereditary factor in pros-
tate cancer is very important.    
–What systems are used to de-
tect prostate cancer?  
–A rectal examination and blood 
test to check whether the PSA 
(prostate-specific antigen) lev-
els are normal or high. Both of 
these tests are essential. In ad-

dition, multi-parameter reso-
nance scans are increasingly be-
ing used as a new screening 
method if a biopsy is to be car-
ried out later.   
–What are the symptoms of pos-
sible prostate cancer?  
–When the illness is very ad-
vanced, the symptoms tend to be 
pain, blood in the urine, difficulty 
in urinating and generally feel-
ing unwell. However, in the ma-
jority of patients, there are no 
symptoms. That’s why the blood 
test and rectal examination are 
so important.  
–From what age should men 
start to have PSA tests?  
–We recommend testing from 50 
onwards, although if there is a 
family history of prostate cancer 

it is best to start at the age of 40.   
–Once you have diagnosed the 
illness, which treatments are 
the most effective? 
–The most effective treatments 
range from active monitoring, to 
see whether the tumour pro-
gresses or not, to radiotherapy 
and surgery. The radiotherapy 
technology is increasingly more 
modern, and operations have also 
advanced considerably so they 
can sometimes be carried out by 
robots. When there is metasta-
sis, we have a wide range of treat-
ments, which we call new gen-
eration antiandrogens, which can 
prolong survival.  
–I suppose a test as simple as 
the PSA is key to detecting a tu-
mour, preventing metastasis?  

–That’s exactly right. It’s a pre-
ventive test which saves lives and 
has drastically reduced cases of 
advanced prostate cancer. Nowa-
days it is much more common to 
diagnose localised prostate can-
cer than the advanced illness.   
–Research is very important to 
make advances, what research 
into prostate cancer is being car-
ried out at your hospital and at 
the Biomedical Research Insti-
tute in Malaga (Ibima)?  
–We have several lines of re-
search  at present. We have a unit 
in which we are carrying out 
clinical testing on localised and 
advanced forms of the illness, 
testing the combination of sur-
gery with new generation hor-
mones. We also have  research 
to evaluate the new imaging tests 
and genetic analysis, in localised 
and advanced prostatic cancers, 
to see what molecular alterations 
take place and whether they can 
be inherited. In the laboratory at 
the Guadalhorce hospital we are 
also sequencing 2,000 patients 
with advanced prostate cancer 
in a study which involves hospi-
tals all over Spain.  
–In the medium and long term, 
how do you see the situation of 
prostate cancer? 
–There are three challenges in-
volved. When the tumour is lo-
calised we have to determine 
which patients really need treat-
ment and which don’t, if their can-
cer is not very aggressive at all, 
in order to avoid over-treatment.  

In the case of an advanced tu-
mour, the fundamental challenge 
is to get a number of drugs which 
have been developed incorpo-
rated into the public health serv-
ice, because they are still not in-
cluded in the portfolio of treat-
ments, even though clinical tests 
have produced very good results, 
they are approved by the Ameri-
can Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) and by the European 
Medications Agency (EMA) and 
used in other countries.   
–Finally, what advice would you 
give to the male population? 
–My message to men is that they 
should never be nervous about  
going to a urologist for a routine 
check-up. The best way of resolv-
ing any doubts is in a consulta-
tion because specific informa-
tion is very important. Preven-
tion is the key in these types of 
tumour. 

 Bernardo Herrera  Head of the Urology Department at the Clínico Hospital 

Bernardo Herrera is head of  the urology department at the Hospital Clínico.  SUR

‘The PSA test has drastically reduced 
cases of advanced prostate cancer’
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G Ps in Spain have begun a 
silent revolution. “The 
time has come for us to 

say, let somebody else fill in the 
forms. Patients have to come first. 
All the managers, in every region, 
are full of talk about patients be-
ing what matters, but their actions 
don’t match their words.  

People who come to our surger-
ies are often there because they 
want information. They are dev-
astated. They’ve been told at a hos-
pital that they have cancer and 
they are very upset, they don’t 

know how to respond and they 
have a lot of questions, which is 
normal. Are we really going to 
spend their allotted eight minutes 
without looking them in the face, 
filling in forms on the computer”? 

The question is posed by a 65-
year-old doctor with long experi-
ence behind him, who works at a 
health centre in Madrid. Antonio 
Torres recently talked to colleagues 
from all over Spain about the need 
to recover the essence of what their 
profession is all about.   

They, the GPs, have always been 

known as family doctors in this 
country because they were the 
ones sitting by a patient’s bed, 
holding their hand, observing 

them intently and listening to them 
talk about their worries and their 
pains.  

A mountain of forms and com-

puter software is now stopping 
them doing what they always have 
done, what defines their profes-
sion and what they solemnly swore 

 What matters.  GPs call for less 
computer work so they can pay 
more personal attention to  
their patients

Looking 
patients in 
the eye

FERMÍN 
APEZTEGUIA
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they would do. If a patient can be 
cured, treat them; if they can’t, 
give them relief; and when no 
more can be done, look after them.  

But all this, which seems so ob-
vious, is seen less and less at healh 
centres these days. The patient 
comes through the door and, of-
ten, the doctor doesn’t even look 
at them. He or she only has a few 
minutes to listen while they look 
for diagnostic tests and analysis 
results on the computer. Without 
raising their head from the screen, 
they ask more questions and fill 
in other spaces. They don’t even 
have to turn round to sign a pre-
scription now, because it is all done 
electronically. While the patient, 
whose face the doctor hasn’t even 
seen, gets up from the chair and 
leaves, the doctor carries on fill-
ing out the computer form. Eve-
rything has to be entered on the 
patient’s medical history. Then, 
on to the next one.  

“We need to stop dealing with 
so much paperwork and so much 
computer work and look the pa-
tient in the eyes so they can tell us 
what we can do for them. Other 
specialists have started doing that 
already. If the forms aren’t all filled 
in, they’ll have to wait. People come 
first,” says Antonio Torres, who 
spoke recently about verbal and 
non-verbal communication at the 
Spanish Society of GPs and Fam-
ily Doctors (SEMG) conference in 

Bilbao.  
Technology, he says, has ad-

vanced so much that doctors have 
stopped listening to patients, 
stopped touching them, and tak-
ing their pulse. There are so many 
formalities and so much bureauc-
racy to deal with in the consult-
ing room that the GP doesn’t no-
tice when a patient frowns when 
they hear “Your test results are 
perfect.” That phrase stops them 
saying what they were about to 
say, which was “It hurts.” 

Valuable information  

“It’s not enough for doctors to just 
read the reports. The first thing 
we have to do, because it’s what 
we were taught, is to examine the 
patient,” says Dr Torres.  

Every gesture a patient makes, 
he explains, provides valuable in-
formation about their state of 
health. The way they walk, the way 
they close the door after coming 
in, the expression on their face, 
the way they frown as they listen to 
the doctor’s explanations.   

“If you don’t look at them, you 
won’t realise if they’re not under-
standing what you’re telling them. 
You might need to explain it a dif-

ferent way,” he says.  
The manner of communication 

between doctor and patients nowa-
days has also forgotten that the 
patient of today is not the patient 
of 30 years ago.  

Not only are they much better 
informed, but they no longer see 
a GP as all-powerful and wise and 
somebody to be revered.  

“Patients are informed, the tra-
ditional social barriers have gone 
and they are looking for alterna-
tives. You have to give them the 
information they ask for. We are 
their doctors,” says Torres.  

The pandemic, with telephone 
consultations and appointments 
delayed, has only widened the gap 
between GPs and their invisible 
patients.  

Many have even forgotten that 
silence is also a form of language.   

“People need to feel that when 
they come to see us they are go-
ing to be well looked-after. We’re 
not exactly going to give them 
kisses or slap them on the back. 
We often have to say no to them. 
But above all, they have to feel that 
they are part of a public health sys-
tem which is universal, efficient 
and equal. In other words, a sys-
tem that looks after them,” Dr Tor-
res says. 

ILLUSTRATION LAURA LIEDO

‘Have they told you 
anything yet, or not?’ 

Carmen and Ángel spent nearly 
a month in the waiting room of 
the resuscitation unit at a hos-
pital, convinced their son 
would wake up one day. A doc-
tor would come by regularly 
and say something like “Have 
they told you anything yet, or 
not?” “No, not yet,” they would 
say.  
Then the specialist would just 
turn round and disappear 
through corridors and swing-
ing doors without saying good-

bye. Day after day, that went on. 
One or two might say a little bit 
more to them, but that was all.  

“In general, doctors aren’t 
prepared for giving bad news, 
and even less so in hospitals. 
That’s something that is 
learned with time,” says Anto-
nio Torres, but he insists that 
GPs are better prepared than 
most. “We have to talk about 
good news and bad news. Our 
patients come to us to ask for 
additional explanations, or for 
us to tell them what the report 
from their specialist means. 
We’re used to it,” he says. 

“We’re not going to  
give patients kisses,  
but we must look at  
and listen to them”



46464646464646 July 29th to August 4th 2022 
SUR IN ENGLISH

46 FOOD&DRINK46464646464646

I
t’s easy to forget and more so 
in summer that there is life 
beyond the beach in Malaga. 

Although the coastline is one of 
the great attractions from June 
to September, the province is also 
home to dozens of inland villages 
that combine nature, culture and 
gastronomy, which can be en-
joyed at any time of the year. 

One of these is undoubtedly 
Canillas de Aceituno. Located in 
the Sierras Tejeda, Almijara and 
Alhama mountain range, the vil-
lage has impressive views of the 
region and has been put on the 
map since the opening of the El 
Saltillo route in October 2020, 
which connects the village with 
Sedella as part of the Gran Senda 
of Malaga.  

The greatest attraction of the 
route is the footbridge of the 
same name, which at 64 metres 
above the Almanchares river, 52 
metres long and 1.2 metres wide, 
is one of the three largest sus-
pension bridges in Spain. 

But Canillas de Aceituno is also 
known for its rich gastronomy 
and in particular by gourmet 
dishes such as Malaga kid goat 
roasted on a coal fire and black 
pudding with onion. 

Its cuisine is based mainly on 
the natural produce found in the 
surrounding area, with dishes 
influenced by its Andalusian ori-
gins, such as goat in almond 

sauce, fennel stew and cold soups 
like ajoblanco and gazpacho with 
muscatel grapes.  

‘Chacina’ - chorizo sausage in 
migas (fried breadcrumbs) or 
gachas puercas (pork chorizo and 
black pudding fried in bread-
crumbs, almonds and sugarcane 
honey) are also typical here.  

For those with a sweet tooth 
the ‘roscos tontos’ biscuits and 
‘tortas de aceite’; small cakes 
made with local olive oil, which 
are traditionally accompanied 
by local muscatel wine. 

Some of Canillas de Aceituno’s 
most popular eateries where the 
local delicacies can be sampled 
are El Bodegón de Juan María, 
La Sociedad, Nébula and El Pi-
cota Andaluz. 

Kid goat and black pudding 
One of the characteristics that 
make the Canillas kid goat dish 
unique is the way it is prepared; 
it is slow-cooked in an olive 
wood-fired oven for more than 
three hours, resulting in tender 
meat and roasted skin. 

However, it can be prepared in 
all manner of ways and it is also 
used in more modern and fusion 
cuisine. Restaurant La Sociedad 
in Canillas de Aceituno is said to 
be one of the best places to try 
the dish. 

Black pudding with onion is 
the other famous dish from Canil-

las de Aceituno, with the tradi-
tional recipe having been handed 
down from generation to genera-
tion. 

It is so important to the resi-
dents of the Axarquía village that 
it even has its own special day 
on the last Sunday in April. How-
ever, this local pork-based dish 
can be enjoyed all year round, 
either on its own or in scrambled 
eggs, stuffed with meat or vege-
tables such as piquillo peppers, 
in couscous or in Spanish ome-
lette... the list goes on. 

Website 
Canillas de Aceituno town hall 
has recently launched the web-
site www.gastronomiadecanil-
las.es, which contains informa-
tion about the dishes, where to 
eat them and videos with reci-
pes by well-known Malaga chefs. 

Dani Carnero from Kaleja; 
Álvaro Saura, from Liceo Playa; 

Black pudding with onion.  SUR

Canillas de 
Aceituno: a  
hiker’s and 
foodie paradise

 Gastronomy.  As well as the El 
Saltillo route and hanging bridge, 
the village is well-known for its 
local dishes including roasted kid 
goat and black pudding with onion

CARMEN ALCARAZ

Young goat slowly roasted over hot coals is a speciality of the village.  SUR
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D
espite the success of 
Prosecco on an interna-
tional scale, Spain has 

never succeeded in promoting 
Cava effectively.  

Is this yet another case of the 
Italians beating the Spanish be-
cause of their superior market-
ing techniques, or is cava just 
not so interesting? Raventós was 
the first cava in 1972, produced 
after the Catalan winemakers 
had travelled to Champagne to 
learn how it was made, although 
cava was not given protected 
status until 1986.  

In many specialist quarters 
champagne is associated with 
sherry. Both consist of the great-
est wine products the world has 
ever known, and in both the soil 
on which the vines grow is an 
overriding factor in the final 
quality.  

In Jerez, each vineyard has 
been separately identified since 
the beginning of production 
many centuries ago.  

So, what would happen if the 
two regions merged some prac-
tices to make a different class of 

wine?  
Bodegas Vinificate is experi-

menting with a sparkling red 
wine from the Tintilla grape 
(‘Rota tent’ as it was known in 
England), although their spar-
kling rosado sounds somewhat 
more attractive.  

Primitivo Collantes, in Chi-
clana de la Frontera, is also try-
ing out Georgian winemaking 
styles, allowing the must to fer-
ment without removing the 
stalks and grape skins. 

Although an excursion to 
Lebrija is always worth the de-
tour, if only to eat the wild duck 
paella (arroz de pato), local wine-
makers are investigating new va-
rieties, that is to say from palo-
mino grape styles, while the final 
product does not go through a 

solera system as sherry does. 
[Solera is a process for ageing 

liquids such as wine, beer, vine-
gar and brandy, by fractional 
blending of liquids of different 
ages, with the average age 
gradually increasing as the 
process continues over many 
years]

Behind the scenes

ANDREW J. LINN

Zetian Ecológico 

A single variety wine made in 
Cuenca, 
home of the 
hanging 
houses. and 
the produc-
tion of which 
is the re-
sponsibility 
of Malaga’s 
Victoria Or-
doñez. 100% 
tempranillo 
and excellent 
value at 
around ten 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Matteo Manzato, from Venetiis; 
and Camilo Rojas, from Los Pat-
ios de Beatas have all collabo-
rated by uploading video reci-
pes and an interactive recipe 
book that can be downloaded 
from the website. 

The idea behind the website is 
to attract a target audience of 
men and women aged between 
30 and 65 who have an active 
lifestyle, use the internet regu-
larly and are looking for gastro-
nomic experiences to enjoy with 
family and friends.

Canillas de Aceituno’s 
eateries where the dishes 
can be sampled are El 
Bodegón de Juan María, 
La Sociedad, La Nebula 
and El Picota Andaluz

The village’s cuisine is 
mainly based on the 
natural produce that 
can be found in the 
surrounding area

In Jerez, each 
vineyard has been 

separately identified 
for centuries
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The arrival of new 
signings has refreshed 
interest with over  
1,000 more  tickets 
sold than last  
year so far 

ANTONIO GÓNGORA / BORJA 
GUTIÉRREZ 

MALAGA. How many season ticket 
holders will Malaga CF have next 
season? The final figure is still 
not known but the recent rush 
of new signings, with Rubén Cas-
tro as the main attraction, has 
relaunched the campaign. The 
new arrivals have reignited the 

Blue and White spirit and en-
thusiasm among  fans, despite 
the  poor results from the recent 
pre-season games. With new 
faces making up more than half 
the squad, many supporters are 
putting the losses down to the 
players still finding their feet as 
a team. 

By the beginning of this week 
the club had sold more than 
14,000 season tickets, a thou-
sand more than last season with 
still a few weeks to go before the 
start of the season. 

Optimism is contagious and 
while Malaga don’t go into the 
season as favourites in Spain’s 
second division, players have 
already been putting promotion 

among their objectives. 
According to the most recent 

figures there is still a significant 
number of supporters who have 
signed up for the Fieles 
Malaguistas campaign who still 
have not purchased season tick-
ets. August is also expected to 
spark a new surge in sales as the 
first match (away to Burgos on 

14 August) approaches. To at-
tend all the home games fans 
have until 22 August (the clash 
against Las Palmas at the 
Rosaleda stadium)  to buy their 
season tickets. The official pe-
riod for buying season tickets is 
likely to stay open for a time af-
ter this date, however. 

Still looking 
Meanwhile the club manage-
ment continue their construc-
tion of the new squad. Their pri-
ority this week has been to find 
a winger, preferably over the 
next few days to allow time to 
be ready for the start of the sea-
son. A favourite has been the 
French-born Jérémie Bela, 

whose contract has just ended 
with Birmingham City. By 
Wednesday this week the Blue 
and Whites had made an offer, 
although they admitted the 
situation was difficult as the 
player has several proposals on 
the table, and other possibilities 
are being considered. 

The departure of French 
player Peybernes was confirmed 
this week after the termination 
of his two-year contract was 
agreed after just one season.  

It was no secret that Malaga’s 
head coach Pablo Guede did not 
want the player in his squad this 
season and he did not bring him 
on the pitch in any of the recent 
preseason friendlies.

Malaga CF: 14,000 season ticket holders so far

Numerous Malaga fans turned out to supported their team for the friendly matches last Saturday at the Marbella Football Center.  JOSELE

ANTONIO GÓNGORA
 

MARBELLA. The Blue and Whites 
have not fared well so far in the 
pre-season friendlies. They failed 
their most demanding test on Sat-
urday evening against first divi-
sion side Cadiz at the Marbella 
Football Center. Cadiz beat them 
2-0 thanks to goals by Luis 
Hernández and Lozano in a game 
in which Malaga was not without 
opportunities to score . 

That was the fifth friendly of this 
pre-season, although three were 

training matches at their camp in 
Estepona. They beat their own sec-
ond team (7-0), lost to Hull City (1-
3), beat Vélez (6-0) and lost to Lin-
ense and Cádiz (0-1 and 0-2).  

Malaga still have to take on 
Almería, Xerez, Al-Nasr and Gra-
nada and have not ruled out add-

ing more friendlies to their 
agenda.   

The Malaga-Almeria game is 
today, Friday 29 July, at 7pm   at 
the Montecastillo ground in Jerez. 

The Blue and Whites then face 
Xerez Deportivo on Saturday  at 
8.30pm in the Chapín municipal 
stadium. 

Friday 5 August sees the game 
against Dubai side Al-Nasr at 7pm 
at the Marbella Football Center.  

And the Granada-Málaga game 
will be on Saturday 6 August in the 
Cármenes stadium in Granada.

Blue and Whites fail their first tough 
test this pre-season, losing to Cadiz

Action during the Malaga-Cadiz game in Marbella on Saturday.  JOSELE

0-2 
MALAGA-CADIZ

The club is still seeking to 
complete its squad with a 
new winger, with former 
Birmingham City player 
Jérémie Bela, top of the 
shopping list
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S
trolling along the board-
walk close to La Cala, our 
eyes were drawn to an 

intense game of beach football 
just at the right moment. One of 
the barefooted young players 
flipped the ball up and volleyed 
it into the top corner. Bravo! 

What was noticeable was that 
the scorer was the only female 
player in the knockabout. 

Could it be that this was a leg-
acy of the incredibly well-mar-
keted European Champion-
ships that are currently taking 
place? Could it be that the 
player was inspired by watch-
ing some of the best female 
players on the planet receive 
television exposure? Or could it 
be that it’s just a talented lass 
enjoying a kickabout on her 
holidays? I’m voting for the last 
suggestion. 

Millions of euros and pounds 

have been invested into the 
professional game for women. 
At the very top end, it is paying 
dividends. Television execu-
tives and advertising gurus are 
fighting to sign up the new 
poster stars. The top players 
now have a high-earning capac-
ity and young girls have role 
models to aspire to. 

Barcelona’s women’s side 
played in front of 91,553 and 
91,648 for the Champions 
League quarter and semi-finals 
last season. It’s impossible to 
get a ticket for the Euro Final at 
Wembley. The women’s game 
has never been more in vogue 
in Europe. 

So this is a pivotal time. What 
is the legacy? What comes next? 

Undoubtedly the stars of the 
Euros will be in demand for ad-
vertising and marketing. Spain 
only made it to the quarter fi-

nals but were encumbered by 
the loss of Alexia Putellas who 
is widely regarded as the best 
player in the world right now. 

The danger is that the money 
which will flow into women’s 
football will only be splashed on 

the top-end of the game and 
won’t trickle down to the grass-
roots. 

I say above that the women’s 
game has never been more in 
vogue in Europe. Over in the 
USA, they have the model to fol-

low. I first started coaching 
girls’ soccer in the 1980s when 
the canvas was blank. At our 
summer camps, we had as 
many girls as boys - and I found 
them to be more enthusiastic 
with greater staying power. 

The brilliantly organised ap-
proach brought the first World 
Cup success in 1991 and Olym-
pic Gold in 1996. Now, the USA 
are four-times World Champi-
ons, have won four Olympics 
and nine Gold Cups. 

In contrast, I tried to bring an 
American Under-14’s team to 
Europe a few years ago and 
really struggled to find any or-
ganised opposition. I contacted 
the big clubs; I tried my pal who 
was one of the first captains of 
the England Women’s team. I 
remembered how Carol Tho-
mas joined my Hull City’s youth 
squad for training as there were 
no local teams. 

Despite the growing interest 
in football for women and the 
promotion of the newfound 
stars, the organisation at the 
grassroots was still poor and 
hasn’t improved noticeably.  

So let’s invest some of the 
millions in getting girls playing, 
so that the flick and volley on 
the beaches of the Costa del Sol 
become the norm rather than 
the exception.

A moment during the England-Sweden Euro semi-final on Tuesday.  AFP

Women’s football - what comes next? 
Despite the growing interest in football for women and the promotion of the 
newfound stars, the organisation at the grassroots is still poor

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, ESPN



 
July 29th to August 4th 2022 

SUR IN ENGLISH
SPORT50

The Fuengirola swimmer 
has chalked up three 
national titles and is now 
training for the European 
competition before 
taking a break 

MARINA RIVAS 

MALAGA. María de Valdés, 23, has 
achieved what she wanted. The 
Fuengirola swimmer had not been 
aiming for these results when she 
started the year; she just wanted 
to be able to smile again after the 
disappointment of just missing out 
on the Tokyo Olympics. But thanks 
to her hard work she has chalked 
up a historic season: Spanish 
champion in 5 and 10 kilometres 
open water; 5th and 10th places 
in the World Championships; and 
now, in the Spanish Champion-
ships, a triple victory in  400, 800 
and 1,500 metres freestyle in the 
pool. 
-Did you expect this triple win 
when you went to the champion-
ships? It’s true that you were the 
favourite, but this success is a first. 
-I didn’t expect it, no. It’s the only 
championship in which I’ve got 
three golds, so I can’t complain 
(laughs). 
-Do you remember your first na-
tional medal? 
-I don’t remember how many I 
have in open water and pool, but 
the first one in the pool was 400 
metres freestyle. 
-Who do you dedicate your wins 
to? 
-To my whole family, because I go 
for a long time without seeing them 
and this is theirs too, so they can 
see how all they’re doing for me is 
bearing fruit. Also to my coach, 
Jesús de la Fuente. 
-It is true that these Nationals have 
been marked by several absences 

or swimmers in poor form. After 
the Games, some swimmers, such 
as Paula Ruiz and Jimena Blanco, 
have treated this year as one of 
recovery rather than competition. 
It that so? 
-Yes, but Paula Otero was there. 
-As well as the positions, you have 
also achieved good times. There 
are races in which you beat your 
closest rival by ten seconds... 
-Yes, the truth is that I hadn’t ex-
pected to get such good times. I’m 
especially happy with the 400 me-
tres; I was never that comfortable 
with that distance. 
-Do you feel that this year you are 
turning a page? 
-Yes, that was the idea. It could have 
turned out well, or not, but luckily 
things are going well. I had also 

seen the year as a transition, but 
I’ve made the most of it to prepare 
for the next Games. 
-So next year you start the dizzy-
ing Olympic qualification period 
again? 
-Yes, the first three open water 
places are awarded in the World 
Championships in Fukuoka, and  
then the first 13 qualify in the 2024 
Championships. But I want to take 
it one season at a time. 
-I hear you’ve been coughing a 
lot;  you were allergic to chlorine 
if I remember rightly. 
-Yes, and last weekend there was 
a lot of chlorine. 
-Does that affect your competi-
tion?  
-Yes, but it’s being treated with pills, 
and I think it’s working well when 

I compete; but when there’s a lot 
of chlorine I move away from the 
pool as soon as I can. 
-This is an intense year, and you’ve 
still got a big test left: the Euro-
pean open waters competition… 
-Yes, now I’m going to the Sierra 
Nevada to train, and I hope to end 
the season well. That has become 
my second home; I like how I train 
there and how I develop physically 
and it makes me tougher psycho-
logically in the water. 
-Do you aim to beat your own best 
times in the Europeans? 
-I just aim to to the best I can, with-
out putting on the pressure. I’ll try 
to be up with the best. 
-Looking from outside, it seems 
that you perform much better 
when the pressure’s off, like in 
the year after the Olympics. 
-Definitely, without the pressure I 
compete better. I know how far I 
can go and my limitations; I don’t 
need anyone to tell me what I have 
to do.  
-I imagine there’s a lot of psycho-
logical work in this maturing pe-
riod, especially with the hard time 
you had when you just missed out 
on Tokyo... 
-Yes, my psychologist is helping a 
lot; she’s part of my team: coach, 
psychologist, physiotherapist... 
She helps me look at situations 
differently. 
-After as well as working with all 
these professionals, you train 
every day and also study. Do you 
find it hard to juggle your every-
day commitments? 
-Now I’m studying Primary Edu-
cation but next year I want to 
change to Psychology and focus 
on sport. It’s difficult to adapt train-
ing and studies, but you can always 
find a gap; at weekends I get ahead.  
-The world is conscious of the fi-
nancial difficulties within minor-
ity sports such as swimming. How 
do you get by? 
-I have grants from the Concello 
de Coruña, the Xunta de Galicia 
and the Club Liceo as well as one 
from the Spanish Olympic Com-
mittee. I also have a university grant 
from the UCAM. And for finishing 
fifth in the world, the International 
Federation gives you a cash prize. 
All these things help motivate you 
to keep working towards your goals. 

 María de Valdés  Triple Spanish swimming champion

De Valdés was crowned Spanish champion in 400, 800 and 1,500 metres freestyle last weekend.  SUR

‘I compete better when the pressure’s off; I 
know how far I can go and my limitations’

HOPES 

“This has been a good 
year and I’ve made 

the most of it to get up 
to speed to try for the 

Games” 

HELP 

“Grants and prize 
money motiviate  

you to keep  
working towards 

your goals” 

SUR IN ENGLISH
 

MALAGA. Former golf professional 
and European Tour player David 
Steele has smashed his fund-
raising goal of 10,000 euros at 
his golf marathon challenge, 
held earlier this month in San 
Roque. 

The funds, expected to dou-
ble his target, are to be shared 

between Cancer Research and 
Centro Contigo in La Línea, a 
charity for disadvantaged chil-
dren and their families. 

Known as Golf Marathon Man 
for his previous marathon chal-
lenges, David played six rounds 
of marathon speed golf at the 
San Roque Club. Participating 
teams aimed to take less than 
two and a half hours per round. 

The team with the quickest 
round (1 hour, 19 minutes) con-
sisted of David Steele, Phil Fisher, 
Norman Savitz and Sandy Ca-
sofsky. The team with the best 
score of 18 under par were David 
Steele, David Tyler, Jorg Kuhnert 
and Jeremy Sibbons.                                 

The speedy golf event was fol-
lowed by a Champagne Texas 
Scramble as well as a Pro-Am 
Competition where three ama-

teur players played with a pro-
fessional. 

Proceedings were rounded off 
with a cocktail party where pres-
entations were made and an auc-
tion took place of items gener-
ously donated by supporters of 
the Marathon Challenge. 

Representatives of the Centro 
Contigo Charity in La Línea were 
in attendance with crafts made 
by some of the children at the 
centre as gifts to say thank you 
for those who took part. 

“I’m thrilled with the results 
of this fundraising tournament 
and it is astonishing how well 
everybody who took part did 
considering this speed marathon 
format challenge hasn’t been at-
tempted before,” said David.

Golf marathon 
challenge raises 
thousands for charities SUR IN ENGLISH 

MALAGA. Debra, the Marbella- 
based charity helping children 
with “butterfly skin” disease 
and their families, is holding 
two golf tournaments and ga-
las later this summer.  

The first event will take place 
on 10 August at the Marbella 
Club Resort and the second, 
on 17 September, at Aloha Golf 
Club. For reservations contact 
eventos@debra.es or call 674 
11 19 52.

Two butterfly 
children golf 
events planned

The team playing the 
fastest round of golf 
finished in just  
one hour, 19 minutes



 

 

 

 

 

Head Office: 

Avda. Dr. Marañón, 48, Malaga, 

10 am to 1 pm 

  

General advertising enquiries:  

952 649 638 
952 649 669 
 

evera@diariosur.es 

dandrews@diariosur.es 

SUR offices: 

Mijas Costa /  

Fuengirola:  

C. C. Carrefour.  

Avda. Los Lirios s/n   

Monday to Thursday 9.30 am  

to 2.00 pm; Friday 9.30 am to 

1.30 pm. Telephones   

952 580 726   

952 583 850 

670 643 488   

605 022 121 

www.surinenglishads.com 

ads@surinenglishads.com 

Estepona:   

Puerto Deportivo de Estepona. 

Edificio Torre de Control, local 44. 

Monday to Friday  9 am to 3 pm. 

952 806 408   

659 344 816 

estepona@publicidadsur.com 

 

How much does a CLASSIFIED 

advertisement cost? 

58 cents per word 

+ 21% IVA. 

Minimum 10 words 

Deadline TUESDAY 12 noon 

Notice  
to readers: 

SUR in English accepts NO 

RESPONSIBILITY for the 

content of advertisements, nor 

for any claims made by 

advertisers. Thorough checks 

should be carried out before 

completing any transaction. 

 

Notice to  
advertisers  : 

SUR in English reserves the right 

to make grammatical and spell-

ing corrections to advertise-

ments as and when deemed nec-

essary, and to classify correctly 

any advertisement. Although 

every care is taken to ensure the 

correct publication of advertise-

ments, regrettably mistakes do 

sometimes occur. If there is an 

error in your advertisement, 

notify your agency or agent at 

once as SUR in English can only 

accept responsibility for ONE 

insertion published incorrectly. 

We would like to advise advertis-

ers that no free insertions will be 

given when the advertise-

ment/material received is not 

suitable for print media. 

Website / Email address: 
Please be advised that it may not 

be possible for your website or 

email address to be printed on 

one line. If it will not fit,  

advertisers and readers alike 

should bear in mind that a 

hyphen will be inserted at the end 

of the first line to indicate that 

the email address continues on 

the line below.
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WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers. Tel 
952491609/667067269  

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel 952491609/667067269  

Inland 

PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Marbella 

BESTprices on new builds from Mi-
jas - Sotogrande. For prices and in-
formation: www.mdmarbella.com. 
+34 638 168 288 

SELECTEDvillas available on the 
Golden Mile, La Zagaleta, Camoján. 
www.mdmarbella.com  +34 638 
168 288 

STUDIO flat in Calyso II CALAHONDA 
on third floor. With sea view, only 
78,599 Euros. No agency, 30m2. 
Contacto 696178896,  Reza 

Commercial 
Properties 

VERY profitable classic car export 
business for sale due to family rea-
sons; estepona based but can be 
moved; no experience needed; train-
ing provided; 150.000 euros all in; 
sales@euro-automotive.be 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals. Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

COIN country villa, 3 bedrooms, a/c, 
terrace, bbq, bargain. 750€/month. 
679111522 

COIN Lovely country house, 2 bed-
rooms, sunny terraces, 580€/month. 
679111522 

Marbella 

BEAUTIFUL holiday flat, 1 bedroom, 
salon, directly on the beach of Mar-
bella Center, full sea view, 4 super-
markets, cafés, restaurants, within 
walking distance, for immediate 2-
4 weeks, rent from private. 
0034611368248 

Mijas 

CALAHONDA Small studio attached 
to villa, large garden, pool. For non-
smoking slim lady 60/70 years. 
385€. 666666482 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com) 8x4 pool 
4,749€ fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Malaga/Marbella. 
678791495/952756168 sparklen-
ripple@hotmail.com www.spar-
klenripple.net 

Garden 

SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree Sur-
gery. Nº1 for Trees/Palms/Garden& 
Pool Maintenance. Since 1988. 
www.spaintree.com +3471101097 
arbolista@spaintree.com 

THE GARDENER: Specialist tall tree 
jobs & palms. Tree prunning. Gar-
dens/Communities maintenance. 
Competitive rates. Facebook Spa-
cialtall Tree Jobs. Whatsapp 
637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 

MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20yrs on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie. 
679646185 

COSTADIGGERS & CONSTRUC-
TION: Building Projects, Home & 
Garden. Tel/Whatsapp 678450051 
costadiggers@hotmail.com/ 
www.costadiggers.com 

BUILDER Handyman/Housekeeper 
seeks work. Malaga/Marbella. Own 
tools. My work on Facebook: Pavlo 
Handyman. 622336727 

Electricians 

DC ELECTRICAL Services. 35yrs ex-
perience. Professional/reliable serv-
ice. Quality merchandise. No job too 
small!! 24/7 – 365 days a year. 
952565514/ 608864683 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

ATD DECOR British painter. 30 years' 
experience. Punctual. Great rates. 
Call for free quote. 603132783 Face-
book: @ATDDecorMalaga 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors/kitchens & furniture. 
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp: 
628066308 www.rainbowpintu-
ras.com Daniel 

Gates 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Garage 
Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.2way-
gates.com 952786178/ 605356469 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage doors motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. expertgates.com Call Colin 
636394641 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered Coast 
and Inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27yrs experience, 
wet or dry clean. Honest, reliable 
service. 678808837/952669701 
Email acservs@outlook.com 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

POLISH / granding/ repair your 
marble. Professionally half price. 
+0034671244683 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! ge-
nevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/678768454 

VENTANAS Arcoplan Nº1 in UPVC 
windows & glass curtains. Tel: 
952667559 info@arcoplan.net 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-
curity surveys. English speaking. 
www.securityofspain.com 
636770865/952660233 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIRCONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, 
ice makers, bottle coolers, dish-
washers. Fantastic value and re-
liability after sales service. Wil-
liams Refrigeration SL. 
952596404/679284959 

FUJITSU Inverter 1000€ fully in-
clusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287 

Cleaning Services 

RUGS, fitted carpets and uphol-

steryincluding leather cleaned on 

site.685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 

Professional carpet and uphol-

stery cleaning, 27yrs experience, 

wet or dry clean. Honest, reliable 

service. 678808837/952669701 

Email acservs@outlook.com 
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PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

Lawyers 

YARZA LAWYERS COMPLETE LE-
GAL SERVICES ON THE COAST.  
SPECIALISED ON TAX/ COMPANY 
& FAMILY LAW, CONVEYANCING 
CONTRACTS. WE OFFER ENSUR-
ING PROFESSIONAL COVER AS-
SISTANCE, CONFIDENCE AND  
STRAIGHTFORWARD SERVICE TO 
ASSIST YOU. ENGLISH SPOKEN. 
www.yarzalwayers.com 
0034619930052 

Insurance 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or other 
paperwork? Recovery document 
service available, fast confidential, 
reliable. alan1l@yahoo.co.uk 
Tf:617910147 

Loans 

MONEY lender from €50,000 3% 
interest without income verifica-
tion 951378042 money-
lender@qualityservice.com 

Others 

MEEXPRESS Office mailbox & par-
cel service Alhaurín Grande. 
info@meeexpress.net 952490028/ 
634831951 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30€/hr. Always on 
time. 651081610 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 20€ hour + 
fuel. Steve 602637242 

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport. 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MEEXPRESS indoor vehicle conci-
erge & storage services info@me-
express.net 
952490028/634831951 

SPAIN/UK UK/SPAIN. Part full 
loads. Pet transport. 
Micknick0730@hotmail.co.uk 
637980655 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular transport services with 
custom clearance. Spain, UK in-
cluding Scotland. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

WANTED QUALITY BRIC-A-
BRACFOR GOOD PRICES. 
661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. 
House/garage/ bar clearances. 
Steve 602637242 

WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

ANTHONY'S ANTIQUES /  JEW-

ELLERS AND PAWNBROKERS IS 

NOW BUYING ALL TYPES OF 

WATCHES AND JEWELLERY IN 

ANY CONDITION. WE BUY, WE PAY 

MORE, WE PAY CASH. FOR MORE 

INFORMATION. PLEASE CALL AN-

THONY ON:  609 52 96 33 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

PHONE ME FIRST OR LAST!! I PAY 
MORE!! CARS/ CARAVANS/ MO-
TORBIKES OR COMMERCIAL. 
660366033 

WANTED all cars, vans, bikes, 
quads, campervans, caravans, 
anything consider. Call/Whatsapp 
now 687049592 

BEST PRICE guaranteed for your 
car, van, motorhome. 678808837 

WE WILL not be BEATEN on price! 
Cars, vans, bikes. Wanted today. 
685524921 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 
all years, all models... from exotic 
to classic. Spanish/ English/ Dutch 
plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any 
age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

BUY HIGH-quality vehicles, even 
custom. Non-committal offer. Tel 
651187549. Buy Campervans 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 
No job too small!! Mijas Costa. 
952667074 

Paperwork 

MEEXPRESS  relocation experts, 
import, transfers, licenses, homolo-
gación. info@meexpress.net 
952490028/634831951 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING storage & sales. Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats, etc. 
Short/long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5mins from Fuengi-
rola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/606101807 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

URGENTlooking for a sales agent, 

with wide experience in Real Estate. 

+34 638 168 288 

MALAGA Biludlejningsfirma søger 

dansktalende medarbejder. Kræver 

kørekort og spansk/engelsk. 

Kim@costabiler.dk - 952475179 

ETSIMME Suomen. Espanjan ja Eng-
lanti hallitsevan reippaan henkilön 
lentokentta toimistollemme asiakas-
palveluun.  Marko@autokatti.com 
- 952475179 

KITCHEN and bar staff wanted for 
busy Benalmadena restaurant, vari-
ous roles available, experience es-
sential. Please forward CV to info@al-
baestates.com 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

ATTRACTIVE Lady widowed would 
like to meet a kind caring retired 
gentleman for permanent relation-
ship. WhatsApp 711099449 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 

release tension and other stresses. 

Qualified masseuse working inde-

pendently in Nueva Andalucia. 

656350401 

www.asiandreams.es Asian 

Dreams Massage Salon in Fuengi-

rola. 611273978/ 951438272 

LUXURIOUS house near to the 

beach. Oriental last, full massage 

693996352 

RELAXING massage. Professional 

masseur: Full body natural. Torre-

molinos. Daniel Tel/Whatsapp 

646898339 

SHAVING & Massage sensitive area 

by mature Japanese masseuse. 

Fuengirola 610396186 

VICKY Full body massage with ex-

cellent results. Waiting for your 

call! Appointments 621395221 

Torremolinos 

FUENGIROLA. New masseuse. Ha-

waiian/balinese/sport/facial mas-

sages. Private. 657697397 

Therapists 

ESTEPONA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy COSRT & BACP 
Accredited. Individuals & Couples 
+447813944146 Richard 
www.sextherapymarbella.es 

Others 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra 
jellys, cialis, mixed trial packs. vi-
agra4you19@gmail.com. 
672883025 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 
From 22 Euros per pack of 10.  
gadgetman3b53@gmail.com 

TV / SATELLITE 

Satellite Installation 

BBC SYSTEM iptv full sky Tv all coast  
coverage Jose Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 
670443838, 952443838. Also avail-
able sound systems color Tv. mail  
Internet provider same day fitted 
no contract no cables josesottoam-
selem77@gmail.com 

IPTV service BBC/ITV British TV 
Channels, Firestick, set up and wall 
mounting TV, Satellite TV, WiFi Net-
works, Computer Help, CCTV, Star-
link Satellite Internet, Marine Elec-
tronics. Andrew & Jayne. 711021678 
or 00447968488998 costaelec-
tronicsolutions@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER, Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s and Laptops supplied, 
repaired and upgraded. Malware/ 
Virus Removal. 19yrs helping peo-
ple. info@soltecspain.com Neil: 
662379899 

Phones-Mobile 

INTERNET 4G available / Tv serv-
icing / Iptv available / BBC same day 
fitted. No contract all coast  cover-
age Jose Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 
670443838, josesottoamse-
lem77@gmail.com 

Others 

FIBRE optic internet with UKTV 

Service included from 36,29€ 

(tax included).  Also packages 

that you can “Hibernate'' while 

away.  English speaking Customer 

Service & Technical Support staff 

who will go the extra mile for 

you.  www.direct-telecom.es - 

922711003 

CLASSES 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 

Qualified Spanish female teacher 

with many years of experience. 

Own method. Simple and effec-

tive. Ideal for beginners. Also tu-

toring for students. 617879834 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 

Your pets lovingly cared for by 

English mother & daughter. Coín. 

lagunakennels@hotmail.com Tel 

or Whatsapp 646066351 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-

tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-

proved, safe, secure and loving en-

vironment. Large kennels & play 

areas. Fully refurbished, inspec-

tions welcome. www.eurodog.es 

952464947/679786669 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11525

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

Unexpected events could lead to a 

change of tack. You might get what you 

want, but you’ll need to wade through a 

mountain of red tape first.     

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

Don’t make more work for yourself. 

You’ll do better to set your priorities 

first. Something you hadn’t counted on 

could show up and disrupt your plans.   

Aries  
March 21st - April 20th 

It’s easy to stay upbeat when things are 

going well, but it takes a person with 

character to keep cool when dealing 

with disruptions or frustrating delays.      

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

Even if you have good reason to believe 

that an argument is not your fault, it 

pays to reach out and make the peace. 

You never know if you might need 

someone’s help in the future.  

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

Avoid acting on impulse, but don’t give 

up on a situation either. Between the 

two options there is another way that 

might require patience, but could lead 

you to a happy solution. 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

Whether there are romantic feelings 

involved or you’re eager to work 

together on a project, you may be 

thrilled that someone has approached 

you and is keen to chat. 

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

Don’t take what others say too 

seriously. This applies to offers made in 

haste that could be withdrawn, or to 

critical comments that are equally 

vapid.   

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

The restless Mars/Uranus link could 

find you booking a quick getaway that 

might lead to new discoveries and 

adventures.  

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

Avoid making snap decisions, as you 

can’t see the whole picture yet and 

might regret being so quick off the 

mark. Things may become clearer as the 

week progresses.      

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

You could overreact, just because a 

loved one doesn’t respond to you the 

way you think they should. If you take 

this the wrong way it might lead to a 

disconnect, Scorpio.      

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

It’s best not to take a short cut to where 

you want to go. While others may be 

ready to do so, you have too much at 

stake to ruin your reputation by doing a 

less than sterling job. 

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

This week begins with a chance to make 

a creative splash. If something happens 

out of the blue that you’re really excited 

about, run with it.

4 5 7 9 1

7 5 8

2

7 1 8 4 5

1 7 3

6

5 3 6 4

1 4 9

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find where 

the fleet of ships (1 

battleship, 2 cruisers, 3 

destroyers, 4 submarines) 

are hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid indicate 

how many of the squares in 

that row are filled in with 

ships or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled in to 

start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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QUIZ

1. 62%  2. 72%  3. 82%       
4. 92%

How much water is in a 
watermelon? 

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution

Sudoku solution

245736918

971582346

836914527

397128465

514679283

682345179

753261894

168493752

429857631

Answer: Carribean  

Of interest: The word barbecue 

comes from the Caribbean 

Indian tribe called the Taino. 

Their word for grilling on a 

raised grate is barbacoa. The 

word first appeared in a Spanish 

explorer’s account of the West 

Indies in 1526. 

Answer: Cuba . 

Of interest: Originally said to 

be a medicinal drink to curb 

disease, the mojito is said to 

have been invented in Cuba to 

cure Sir Francis Drake’s sailors 

of scurvy. 

Answer: 92% 

Of interest: Watermelon is one 

of the most hydrating foods you 

can eat. A 1-cup (154-gram) 

serving contains over a half cup 

(118 ml) of water.

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

The letter represented by the 
question mark is L. Senegal, 
Liberia, Algeria, all African 
countries. 

THE SUR IN ENGLISH 
COLUMN

The seven differences

Language Crossword

Circlegram

Quiz answers

1. Cuba 2. Venezuela 3. Mexico 
4. Puerta Rica

Which country is said to 
have invented the mojito

1. South America 2. North 
America 3. Carribean 4. Asia

Where does the word 
barbecue originate from?

After the unbearable heat of the 
recent heatwave it is a relief to 
return to more normal summer 
temperatures and cool breezes 
on the Costa del Sol. We are now 
nearly halfway through the sum-
mer and the way time flies, it 
won’t be long before the autumn 
and more changeable weather is 
here. After more than two years 
of pandemic, Malaga’s long-
awaited feria is planned to return 
in all its glory from 13 to 20 
August with events happening in 
the city centre during the day and 
in the fairground at night. Let’s 
hope the storms that usually ar-
rive around this time of year keep 
to other parts of the country so 
that Malaga can finally let its hair 
down and enjoy the biggest party 
of the year.  

You can contact us by email at 
surinenglish.su@diariosur.es, or  
via Twitter (@SUR_English). We 
also are on Facebook (@SUREng-
lish). And don’t forget, you can find 
pdf versions of past editions on-
line at www.surinenglish.com 

Looking forward to 
a big party

Across Down
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S
alvador Pérez, 63, a resi-
dent of Alhaurín el 
Grande, has been praised 

by Infoca firefighters for his as-
sistance in the recent fire in the 
Sierra de Mijas. 

When the fire broke out two 
weeks ago in the El Higuerón 
area of Mijas, it quickly spread 
to the municipality of Alhaurín 
de la Torre and it was clear to 
outdoor fanatic Salvador that he 
was not going to stay at home.  

“Nobody was going to con-
vince me not to help because I 
knew I could,” he said. 

This resident of Alhaurín el 
Grande knows his town’s Sierra 
like the back of his hand. For the 
last decade, there is not a day 
that goes by that he has not 
trained in the mountains. As a 
result, the runner has explored 
and discovered all of its nooks 
and crannies, paths and short-
cuts. 

Hundreds of locals went to the 
firefighters’ operational com-
mand post, next to the sports 
pavilion, to offer themselves as 
volunteers. But Salvador was 
told that it was impossible for 
him to accompany the firefight-
ers no matter how well-inten-
tioned he was, because of the 
dangers. 

Unguarded access 
However, on the Saturday, he put 
on his hiking boots, dressed in 
cotton clothes and left the house 
in search of an unguarded ac-
cess to go into the mountain, to-
wards one of the fires. There he 
found the firefighters. 

Salvador’s experience on the 
ground and expertise was of 
great help to the Infoca firefight-
ers, who even thanked him pub-
licly on its Twitter account: “63 

years old, excellent person and 
mountain runner. Our applause 
and recognition”. He has also 
been affectionately nicknamed 
‘senderito’. 

The resident of Alhaurín ac-
companied the Infoca firefight-
ers and helped them to move 
through the most complicated 
sections of the mountain.  

He also guided them to find 
water at a time when they had 
run out. 

Retreat 
“At one point we had to retreat 
because there was a very pow-
erful fire and, if it wasn’t for the 
fact that I know the Sierra so 
well, I don’t know how they 
would have got out of there; I 
took them along paths that are 
not visible due to the vegetation 
and got them out through a gap 
in a fence that I knew,“ Salvador 

told SUR. 
Salvador, a native of 
Fuengirola, has lived in 

Alhaurín el Grande for 
40 years and says it 

is impossible to ex-
plain “the enor-
mous impotence” 
he felt when he 
saw what he con-
siders to be his 
mountain range, in 

flames. 
“It’s incredible 

how quickly every-
thing caught fire,“ he 

said. 
The man’s sorrow is shared 

by the rest of the residents of 
the town, for whom the moun-
tains are one of the greatest 
treasures of the area.  

“How beautiful it was out there 
and all you could see were 
trees...,” added Salvador.

S   For more than 
a decade, Salvador 
has dedicated him-
self to sport and has 

organised races for 
charity

Local runner 
guides firefighters  
to the Alhaurín 
blaze

 Volunteer.  Salvador Pérez, 63, 
trains in the Sierra de Mijas every 
day and knows all of its nooks and 
crannies, paths and shortcuts

IRENE QUIRANTE

Salvador, in the centre 
 of the image, together  

with several Infoca  
workers .  SUR


