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The new conservative regional 
government in Andalucía has 
just taken full advantage of its 
power to tweak certain national 
taxes up or down. This week the 
Junta axed wealth tax, which it 
says it earns little from and 

claims was putting people off 
moving into the region. Regional 
president Juanma Moreno then 
issued a bold challenge to the 
separatist Catalan government, 
urging firms from there to relo-
cate down to Andalucía. P3

Andalucía has ended 
wealth tax and 
lowered income tax 
to attract investment  
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Come on down  
Catalonia, the tax is right 

Sixty artists from 10 
countries gave a warm 
welcome to visitors at 
Cómpeta’s relaxed 
Artwalk festival  P28

Tourism chiefs 
to target north 
Europeans 
who have high 
energy bills

The Costa del Sol tourist board 
has reported a great summer sea-
son but it wants to woo back in-
ternational visitors, whose num-
bers are down 10%. Advertising 
will soon start in colder countries  
to attract “energy nomads”. P2

SPAIN, 
EUROPEAN 
BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONS

Local player Alberto 
Díaz was a key part of La 
Roja’s triumphant 
performance against 
France in Berlin  P49

A sad farewell to Britain’s queen 
is shared with Spanish royalty   
King Felipe and Queen Letizia were unexpectedly 
seated together with emeritus King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofía in Westminster Abbey. P18

The Spanish king 
 escorts his mother,  

Queen Sofía, into 
St  George’s Chapel,  

Windsor, on Monday.  AFP



2222222 September 23rd to 29th 2022 
SUR IN ENGLISH

2 NEWS2222222

So many travellers have 
come into Malaga Airport 
by executive plane this 
summer that it has more 
than made up for the loss 
of the Russian market  

IGNACIO LILLO 

MALAGA. Not only has travel by 
private jet taken off again after 
the pandemic, but it is flying high 
and only shows signs of climbing 
still further. This has been a re-
cord year for tourists arriving on 
private planes at Malaga Airport 
and visitors from the Persian Gulf, 
northern Europe and the USA 
have more than made up for the 
loss of the Russian market as a 
result of the war in Ukraine. 

Juan José Román of United 
Aviation said the volume of flights 
this summer had risen by 30-40 
per cent compared with 2021. 
There were nearly 700 flight 
movements in July and around 

800 in August at the special, small 
terminal at Malaga Airport dedi-
cated to private planes.  

“Passengers who used to travel 
in business class now prefer to pay 
a bit more and travel in an execu-
tive jet, because it saves time and 
is more convenient,” Román said. 

This means that companies are 
having to increase their fleets and 
contract more pilots, although 
they are not easy to find. Many 
Arab families had not been to their 
mansions in southern Spain since 
2018 and were keen to get back, so 
demand has been extra high. This 
also has a knock-on effect on other 
sectors such as road transport 
(luxury transfers from the airport 
to the visitors’ residences and ho-
tels) and extra chauffeurs have 
had to be taken on. 

Others who have arrived at 
Malaga by private plane this 
summer have included stars of 
the music world who came to 
perform at festivals such as Star-
lite in Marbella. 

Rafael Parodi of Aerodynamics 
Charter said his company is very 
satisfied with the level of business 
this summer and believes the in-
crease is partly due to the pan-
demic, because some travellers 
prefer not to fly on commercial 
aircraft with a lot of other people 
in order to reduce the chances of 

catching Covid-19. 
This company has one plane of 

its own, which has been used 
every day, and also manages pri-
vate flights for other companies. 
Most of his clients are from north-
ern Europe (British and Swedish) 
and the USA, although some are 
from Spain. 

The peak season is also longer 
than usual in this sector, extend-
ing through September. Parodi 
also pointed out that there is an-
other high season for private air 
travel in November and Decem-
ber, as people head for destina-
tions in Austria, Switzerland and 
France for winter sports.

Arrivals by private jet 
are flying high again 

Peak season was saved by 
a big surge in those 
coming from Spain and 
now industry bosses want 
to focus on winning back 
lost international visitors 

PILAR MARTÍNEZ
 

MALAGA. The Costa del Sol’s first 
summer after the Covid-19 pan-
demic has been a record breaker 
for tourism, with visitor numbers 
and money earned from them up 
on 2019. 

The success has been driven by 
a big surge in the number of Span-
ish visitors coming,  according to 
the Costa del Sol tourist board. 
Bosses there are delighted with 
the results and have said that the 
next few months are looking very 
rosy too.  

From June to August this year 
- the three peak summer months 
- some 5.7 million tourists came 
to Malaga province, including the 
Costa del Sol, up 0.8% on 2019.  

The amount of income from ho-
tel rooms also surged to an aver-
age 115.7 euros, 21.7% more than 
2019.  

The rise in Spanish visitors 
made up for the drop in interna-
tional arrivals. From July to August, 
passenger numbers overall at 
Malaga Airport were down seven 

percentage points on 2019 and in-
ternational passenger numbers  
in particular were down 10%; in 
two key markets for the Costa there 
were bigger drops - the British ar-
rivals dropped by 17% and the 
Germans by 24%.  

The president of the Costa del-
Sol tourism board - and also presi-
dent of the Malaga provincial 
authority - Francisco Salado said 
that there would be a big promo-
tional push in those two countries 
in the last part of this year.  

For the next few months to 
Christmas, the number of flight 
seats on offer by airlines is up al-
most 19% on what was available 
last year.  

As a key part of the strategy to 
help build demand over the win-
ter, and with Europe faced with 
higher heating bills, the Costa del 
Sol is aiming to position itself as 
an ideal place to escape to warmer 
temperatures and to potentially 
save money.    

The idea is that it would be bet-
ter to spend the season in this area, 
where central heating is generally 
not necessary, than have to pay 
bills in Germany, Britain or the 
Netherlands, for example, due to 
the impact of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. 

Salado announced that fresh 
campaigns costing one million 
euros are being planned to attract 

a new profile of visitor, a type of 
“energy nomad” from elsewhere 
in Europe who will spend the win-
ter in Malaga province, where they 
won’t be so cold and won’t have 
high bills to pay. “They will be bet-
ter off spending the winter with 
us,” he said. 

He pointed out that, in some 
cases, governments are advising 
their citizens to travel somewhere 
warmer. “The Costa del Sol has an 
advantage here,” he explained, 

“because it is already a bench-
mark for good weather and qual-
ity facilities.” This is also a good 
business opportunity which the 
area has no intention of missing. 

Salado also announced that in 
the last three months of this year 
the Costa del Sol will be repre-
sented in the main tourism fairs, 
professional conferences and ac-
tivities relating to different seg-
ments of the market. 

The tourism industry hopes that 

2023 will be a year of consolida-
tion after the pandemic. “We want 
to recover visitors from those mar-
kets where the numbers are still 
down and ensure the loyalty of 
those who have still been coming, 
so the tourist board is organising 
around 50 different promotions,” 
Salado said. 

Rental market looking good 

Meanwhile, the growing holiday 
letting market is doing well too.  
The president of the Association 
of Holiday Homes in Andalucía, 
Carlos Pérez-Lanzac, said this week 
that this type of accommodation 
will generate 1.8 billion euros in 
the Andalucía region this year, 
which is even more than in 2019. 
He also pointed out that more than 
50% of these rental properties in 
Andalucía are in Malaga province. 

“We have a more professional 
profile now and that has enabled 
prices and profits to go up. Clients 
are also staying longer, nearly five 
days on average. These tourists are 
very valuable because of the eco-
nomic impact they have,” he said.

Even more visitors have flocked to Malaga province than in 2019.  SUR

Summer tourism on the Costa beats 
2019 and recovers to pre-Covid levels

Private jets lined up on the tarmac at Malaga Airport.  SUR

5.7m 
visitors came to Malaga prov-
ince in the peak months of June 
to August, up 0.8% on 2019 

10% 
is the drop in international 
passenger arrivals at Malaga 
Airport in the same period

KEY FIGURES
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The Junta also 
announced this week a 
reduction in the rate of 
income tax locally and it 
is encouraging Catalan 
firms to relocate south 

SUR
 

SEVILLE.  Andalucía has just be-
come  the Spanish region (with the 
exception of the Basque Country) 
with the least tax after Madrid. The 
president of the Junta de Anda-
lucía regional government, Juanma 
Moreno, announced at the start of 
this week that from Wednesday 
there will no longer be a wealth tax 
in Andalucía. Wealth tax was paid 
by those with assets over 700,000 
euros, excluding their primary resi-
dence. Most Spanish regions still 
apply it although with varying lev-
els of rebate.   

Moreno said this tax accounted 
for just 0.6% of income for the re-
gional government (95 million 
euros a year) and doing away with 
it would  have a very positive im-
pact on increasing revenue, by en-
couraging more wealthy people to 
stay,  and attracting investment. 

Ten of the top 20 wealth tax pay-
ers in 2019 left Andalucía in 2020, 
resulting in a loss of income of 
nearly 18 million euros (3.5 mil-
lion euros in wealth tax and 14 
million euros in personal income 
tax). 

The president of the regional 
government has said he wants peo-
ple with high income who spend 
long periods in Andalucía to make 
it their permanent home and pay 
tax there . “This will help us to de-
velop economic activity and em-
ployment,” he said. 

Moreno estimated that the tax 
reduction will attract 7,000 new 
residents. “We will exceed by far 
that 0.6% of income through in-
come tax and indirect taxes,” he 
said. 

He also said the measure will 
have an important effect on em-
ployment as large fortunes di-
rectly generate jobs wherever they 
decide to set up. 

Invitation to Catalonia 

Speaking in Seville on Tuesday at 
an event organised by Vocento, 
the parent company of SUR, Mo-
reno invited business owners from 
Catalonia to move down south due 

to the new tax conditions. 
He pointed out that there are 

inheritance, gift and wealth taxes 
in Catalonia but not in Andalucía 
and that “we are never going to 
seek independence here as we are 
proud to be part of Spain”. 

Income tax down too 

As for personal income tax, Anda-
lucía will reduce this by 4.3% 
“above the amount that the gov-
ernment says salaries will rise by”. 

This will keep 125 million euros 

in the bank accounts of Andalu-
sian residents, Moreno explained 
at another forum in Madrid. 

He also announced that the wa-
ter tax will be suspended in 2023, 
worth 140 million euros. 

The president of the regional 
government also confirmed that 
the Junta’s budget for next year 
will be over 45 billion euros. 

Andalusian government scraps wealth tax in 
order to attract more investment to region

Juanma Moreno speaking in Seville this week.  EP

SUR 

MALAGA. Andalucía’s decision 
to scrap wealth tax locally and 
launch a bid to win inward in-
vestment -  and try to correct 
the historic economic under 
performance within Spain of 
the region - was met with frus-
tration from ministers in cen-
tral government. 

While the minister for Social 
Security, José Luis Escrivá, im-
plied that regional governments 
should not be allowed to man-
age certain taxes, minister for 
Tax, María Jesús Montero, 
rushed forward details of a 
planned temporary tax on for-
tunes over 10 million euros 
from January, although details 
are still sketchy. Andalucía said 
it would go to court if Madrid 
stopped the region’s tax cuts.  

Meanwhile, the separatist 
Catalan government suggested 
Andalucía should mind its own 
business in trying to woo firms 
from their region, adding it 
would not get into a bidding war 
with Andalucía on taxation.

In reply, national 
government keeps 
plan for new tax 
for the super rich

i   More on this topic : The Euro 

Zone - page 20.
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Police officers from the 
drugs and organised 
crime unit on the Costa 
del Sol believe the 
incidents may be related 
to a settling of scores 

JUAN CANO
 

MARBELLA. A second shooting in 
just 24 hours in Marbella was 
reported in the early hours of 
Wednesday morning when a 
stray bullet hit a parked vehicle 
at a prestigious motor dealer-
ship in San Pedro Alcántara dur-
ing an alleged car chase.  

According to sources, the shot 
hit a privately owned Range 
Rover Evoque which was parked 
at the premises of C. de Sala-
manca. A bullet casing was re-
covered from the scene. 

The incident followed another 
shooting on Tuesday afternoon 
when, at around 5.45pm, a 24-

year-old Irish man was injured. 
Both shootings are being inves-
tigated by the drugs and organ-
ised crime unit (Udyco)-Costa 
del Sol, and it is believed police 
consider the incidents as a pos-
sible settling of scores. 

The young man, who remains 
hospitalised, was shot in the side  
when he was with two other peo-
ple in the Lago de las Tortugas 
area, above the Aloha golf club. 
They were allegedly shot at from 
a car several times. 

The 112 Andalucía emergency 
services control centre received 
a call from someone who said 

they had heard shots being fired, 
and police and medical services 
were sent to the scene. However, 
when they arrived there was no-
body to be seen, not even the in-
jured man who, it seems, had ei-
ther made his own way to the 
hospital or had been assisted by 
someone else.  

They eventually found the vic-
tim at a hospital on the Costa del 
Sol with entry and exit gunshot 
wounds in his side. Health 
sources say that although the in-
jury is serious, his life is not be-
lieved to be in danger. 

The last shooting in Marbella 
was in July, when a man opened 
fire during a fight at the Opium 
Beach Club. Five people were in-
jured, including one who had 
been involved in the fight. The 
gunman had previously been 
stabbed by another individual 
with whom he had clashed over 
a trivial matter in the VIP area 
of the beach club.

Two shootings in 24 hours in 
Marbella see Irish man injured 

IRENE QUIRANTE
 

MALAGA. National Police have ar-
rested seven people for their al-
leged involvement in a plot to steal 
motorboats from Fuengirola port 
to be used in drug trafficking ac-
tivities. Three privately owned 
boats were stolen within a few days 
of each other. 

Officers had been investigating 
the case since August, when the 
victims reported the disappear-
ances of their boats. Only one ves-

sel was recovered: it was located 
by the Guardia Civil on the west-
ern Costa del Sol coast of Casares. 
Investigators discovered that one 
of the gang members was an ex-
pert in starting boat motors. 

In addition to stealing the boats 
for drug trafficking, the officials 
also accused them of stealing two 
rented vehicles which, to date, have 
not been located. They are also 
linked to three minor offences for 
non-payment of fuel at different 
petrol stations along the coast.

Seven arrested in connection 
with Fuengirola boat thefts

The victim was found at a 
hospital on the Costa del 
Sol with entry and exit 
gunshot wounds in his 
side

MARBELLA 

Ride-hailing passenger 
with cannabis in suitcase 

SUR.  Police officers have arrested 
the passenger of a private hire 
car in Marbella who was found 
to be carrying 10.8 kilos of drugs 
in a suitcase. Police stopped the 
vehicle at a routine checkpoint  
and noticed the 28-year-old pas-
senger in the back seat was be-
having strangely. When ques-
tioned by the officers he was eva-
sive and claimed he couldn’t re-
member the padlock combina-
tion for the suitcase that was  giv-
ing off a strong smell of drugs in 
the boot of the vehicle. Inside the 
case officers found 17 packages 
of hashish and 36 packets of 
marijuana.

MALAGA 

Rock jumper in ICU with 
serious spinal injury 

J. CANO.  A 24-year-old man suf-
fered a serious spinal injury and 
was rushed to an intensive care 
unit at Malaga’s Regional Hospi-
tal after jumping from a rock into 
the sea at the city’s Peñón del 
Cuervo beach. The accident hap-
pened on Saturday, when the 
man, who is from North Africa, 
was on an excursion with a group 
of refugees from Malaga. He is 
believed to have hit his head on 
the seabed and was knocked 
semi-conscious. The city coun-
cil has not banned jumping from 
the rocks although some towns, 
including Nerja, can issue fines 
of 1,500 euros for the practice.

112 REPORTS

MARBELLA 

Woman arrested for 
abusing elderly mother 

J. CANO.  National Police officers 
have arrested a woman in Mar-
bella for allegedly abusing her 
own mother and aunt. Alarm 
bells started to ring for the 
town’s social services when 
medical reports for the 90 and 
97-year-old started to accumu-
late with the suspicion of physi-
cal and psychological aggres-

sion by their younger relative. 
The police investigation, car-

ried out by the Marbella police 
station’s Family and Women’s 
Care Unit (UFAM), was prompted 
by a complaint from the town 
hall’s social services depart-
ment, which in turn alerted the 
Public Prosecutor’s Office. 

The victims have been placed 
in the care of a residential home 
while the case is investigated 
and a judge has issued a re-
straining order against the ar-
rested woman. 

Marbella’s National Police headquarters.  SUR

One of the boats was recovered.  SUR
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Around 30 people, 
including pensioners, live 
permanently on the 
Marbella Playa site, but it 
is due to close soon for  
modernisation works 

JOAQUINA DUEÑAS
 

MARBELLA. Long-term residents 
on the Marbella Playa campsite 
are concerned about their rights 
after the new owners announced 
that they are closing it down at 
the end of September so it can be 
completely modernised. 

At the moment around 30 peo-
ple live on the site permanently, 
including couples with school age 
children, and some have con-
structed prefabricated buildings 
alongside their caravans. They 

believe they should be allowed to 
stay. 

The residents are hoping they 
are covered by a law from 1995 
under which their buildings, 
some of which have been there 
“for decades”, would be consid-
ered permanent structures. The 
residents insist that if they are 
forced to leave they want com-
pensation, because the plot on 
which their caravans stand be-
longs to the campsite but the 
buildings are theirs. 

Evictions 

The lawyer for the group of resi-
dents is Carlos Díaz. 

“There are families registered 
with the town hall as living here 
and their buildings are well-es-
tablished. If there is a legal dis-
crepancy, it needs to be re-

solved,” Díaz said. With regard 
to possible evictions, Díaz says 
some of the residents are pen-
sioners or unemployed and 
clearly vulnerable, and that the 
owners have been “belligerent” 

and are trying to force them to 
leave. 

The site owners strongly deny 
any type of hostile or aggressive 
behaviour.  With regard to the 
buildings, they say these are not 

permanent. They also say they 
are not aware of anybody living 
on the campsite for decades, in 
answer to claims by some resi-
dents that they have been there 
for over 30 years.

Some of the long-term residents affected by the site closure at the end of September.  SUR

Campsite residents 
fight for right to stay

The only state school in 
the municipality was 
opened in 1993 to 
accommodate 150 pupils, 
but now more than 600 
are taught there  

 J. DUEÑAS
 

MARBELLA. Benahavís council and 
the Junta de Andalucía’s repre-
sentative in Malaga for Education 
have signed an agreement for the 
construction of a new primary 
and a secondary school. 

It follows overcrowding com-
plaints from parents of pupils at 
CEIP Daidín, the only state school 
in the municipality. The facility 
was opened in 1993 to accom-
modate around 150 students but 
it now has more than 600 stu-
dents,  with some pupils being 

taught in ten prefabricated units 
that fill the playground. 

Miguel Briones, the Malaga 
delegate for the Junta, visited the 
municipality on Tuesday this 
week to hold a meeting with 

mayor José Antonio Mena in or-
der to address  issues related to 
the improvement of the educa-
tional infrastructure of the town. 

In the meeting, the immedi-
ate transfer of use of some of the 
park land located next to the 
school to be used as a recreation 
area was agreed. In addition, 
both authorities have agreed to 
jointly pay for the construction 
of a new educational centre on 
a plot outside the urban area. It 
is a project that they describe as 
“ambitious” for which an esti-
mated budget of 10 million euros 
will be allocated. 

It will feature “modern build-
ings, be accessible and respect-
ful of the environment”, and will 
not only cover the needs of 
schooling in the municipality it-
self but also a wider area, accord-
ing to the Junta.

Benahavís to get 10-million-euro 
investment in new school project

Town hall meeting this week.  SUR

SUR IN ENGLISH
 

MANILVA. After outgrowing its 
previous premises, the St George 
charity has opened a bigger, bet-
ter and brighter boutique offer-
ing nearly new fashions for men 

and women, including vintage 
and designer labels. 

It can be found in Calle Pío 
Baroja, next to the council of-
fices in Sabinillas and it is open 
Monday to Saturday from 10am 
to 1.30pm.

St George charity opens new 
boutique in Sabinillas

The new shop in Calle Pío Baroja, next to the council offices.  SUR
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A
nightmare. A reality. 
Tears pour down 26-
year-old Fatima Ah-

madi’s face as she recalls the 
pain and heartbreak of having 
to leave her little house in Ka-
bul, with all its flowers. Having 
to go in the knowledge that she 
would never return, or even see 
her family again. Saying good-
bye and leaving a whole life be-
hind. And all taken away from 
her by the stroke of a pen with-
out her consent and for no rea-
son other than being a woman.  

It is eight months now since 
Fatima managed to escape from 
Afghanistan with her two chil-
dren and her husband, Habibul-
lah Afzali, 29. The country had 
become an inferno and her pain 
is as intense now as it was on 
the very first day.  

Fatima Ahmadi had a dream 
life in Afghanistan. Although hers 
was an arranged marriage at the 
age of 22, she was able to finish 
her university degree in envi-
ronmental sciences, something 
unusual in a country where 
women are often overruled when 
they become wives. But the Haz-

ara ethnic group of which they are 
part, Habibullah says, is more 
open-minded than many.  

Fatima worked for several or-
ganisations fighting climate 
change and pushing for sustain-
able development, including the 
National Environment Protec-
tion Agency, but that came to an 
end when the Taliban took over 
the country.  

Thanks to a grant awarded to 
her husband by Malaga Univer-
sity to continue his IT studies, 
and the help of feminist groups 
of which Fatima was a member, 
they were able to escape the 
danger.  

Cultural impact 
“It became traumatic, living in 
Afghanistan,” Habibullah says, 
containing his breath to stop 
himself crying. The Hazaras are 
one of the ethnic groups which 
are most persecuted by the Tali-
ban because they follow the Shia 
faith in a country where most 
people are Sunni. As well as for-
bidding women from studying, 
working or leaving the house 
alone, as they do in general, the 

Taliban kill families such as 
theirs for simply belonging to 
this ethnic group. 
    “There came a time when, if 
anyone asked us, we didn’t dare 
admit that we were Hazaras be-
cause it was too dangerous,” says 
Habibullah, who will never for-
get the desperate cries of chil-
dren during a shooting at a school 
500 metres from their house.   

The date of 15 August 2021 
was a “black day” for all women 
in Afghanistan, Fatima says. And 
although she says she is happy 
now because she, her husband 
and their children are safe, it 
still pains her to think about her 
family who are trapped there.  

“There is no hope for the fu-
ture there because the Taliban 
do not allow women any rights. 
They want women to stay at 
home and not live their lives the 
way they want to,” she says. Her 
sister, for example, has had to 
stop going to school and now 
feels that plans for the future 
only exist in dreams.   

Living in a present where only 
the past exists is hard, and so is 
remaking a life in a country so 

different socially and culturally 
to one’s own. This young Afghan 
woman admits that it has been 
quite a cultural shock. The life-
style in general, women’s free-
dom, rights and equality with-
out discrimination are some of 
the things which came as the 
greatest surprise. She admits 
that in Spain “people are much 
more sociable and charitable 
than in Afghanistan,” so they 
feel very comfortable here, al-
though there are some habits 
she is not able to give up.      

On 7 May 2022 the Taliban 
made it compulsory for women 
in Afghanistan to wear burqas 
again. Even wearing one, they 
are not allowed out of the house 
unless a man is with them, and 
not just any man, either. 
Habibullah Afzali says the Tali-

ban now check the occupants of 
cars, asking for proof of the re-
lationship between the man and 
the woman, just as they do in 
the street. One of Fatima’s sis-
ters who was being taken by a 
neighbour to visit another sis-
ter, was threatened because he 
was not her father, brother or 
husband.  

Now, this young refugee is also 
suffering because of this sense 
of insecurity. She is distressed 
at not being able to feel inde-
pendent, when she was, before 
the Taliban took over.   

Fortunately, she has never had 
to wear a burqa, although she 
says she had to cover her face 
completely to get out of Afghani-
stan. In fact, “now the Taliban 
arrest the male relatives, the fa-
thers and brothers, if they don’t 
force the women to wear the hi-
jab properly,” Habibullah says. 

 Fatima is used to wearing the 
veil because it is part of tradi-
tional dress for Afghan women, 
but she is not afraid to leave her 
dark hair uncovered, and pinned 
up in a bun. She knows that here 
in Spain she can dress differ-
ently if she wants to, but says 
she doesn’t feel comfortable 
wearing clothes that she didn’t 
wear in her own country.   

Adapting 
The aftermath of what happened 
continues to affect everyday life 
for this family. The nightmares 
occur almost daily. “Our daugh-
ter Sana, who is three, often 
wakes up screaming in the 
night,” Fatima says.  

Coping when you are not in a 
good mental state is “very dif-
ficult”, and Habibullah says his 
wife is losing her hair because 
of post-traumatic stress. “I can 
try to forget the pain I felt, but I 
can’t forget about the situation 
and the fear and I cry for my 
family,” she says.  

Now Fatima Ahmadi and her 
family are starting a new life on 
the Malaga coast. Thanks to the 
support they have received from 
the Spanish Refugee Aid Com-
mission, they are living in a 
small apartment in the city cen-
tre. They want to learn Spanish 
so they can communicate, and 
Fatima’s greatest wish is to do a 
master’s degree in environ-
mental sciences so she can work 
in the field she loves so much.   

“I will definitely have to find 
a job to be able to provide my 
children with everything they 
need,” she says. She knows it 
won’t be easy or quick, and al-
though right now she feels happy 
because, as she says, “feeling 
safe is one of the greatest things 
ever,” the same question keeps 
going round and round inside 
her head: “Will we ever be able 
to go back to Afghanistan?”

   Afghanistan.  Fatima Ahmadi, 26, 
an Afghan refugee, is starting a 
new life in Malaga, far from the 
danger and threats from the 
Taliban

‘I can’t forget 
about what’s 
happening and I 
cry for my family’

The Hazaras are one of 
the ethnic groups most 
persecuted by the 
Taliban, for being Shia

   Fatima Ahmadi, a 
26-year-old refugee 

from Afghanistan

IRENE ORTIZ

W   Fatima Ahmadi with her 

husband and two children 
in a room at the Spanish 
Refugee Aid Commission


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JOAQUINA DUEÑAS
 

MARBELLA. Marbella’s new one-
million-euro skateboard park in 
the Trapiche Norte area could 
soon become a reality. The coun-
cil has put the 5,000-square- me-

tre project, with an estimated 
eight-month construction period,  
out to tender. 

The location for the future skate 
park is  where the temporary ve-
hicle depot is currently located 
in the La Florida area. 

The councilor for Works, Diego 
López, said the skatepark will be-
come a reference for the sport in 
the province, which has grown in 
popularity since it became an 
Olympic discipline at the Tokyo 
2020 games. 

The plans for the 5,000-square-metre site in the Trapiche Norte area of Marbella.  SUR

DAVID LERMA.  Local historian 
Francisco Moreno estimates 
that some of the centennial 
pines in Marbella’s Vigil de 
Quiñones park could be as old 
as 238 years old. Some exceed 
40 metres in height and pro-
duce a canopy of more than 30 
metres. 

But he has warned that their 
future could be in jeopardy be-
cause of the 600,000 euro re-
modelling works in the area 

which started in January.  
“They are majestic and part 

of our heritage,” said Moreno.  
He accuses the town council of 
“choking the roots, taking away 
sources of nutrition and chang-
ing the water table” with some 
of the hard landscaping works. 

 “This is not just another 
park. It is a forest park and has 
different environmental con-
ditions,” added the Malaka en-
vironmental group.

MARBELLA 

Local historian highlights plight of 
‘choked’ centennial pines

HERE AND THERE

Some of the trees at the Vigil de Quiñones park.  SUR

RONDA 

Animal welfare groups 
clash with council 

VANESSA MELGAR.  Six animal wel-
fare groups in the Ronda area are  
accusing the council of captur-
ing colonies of street cats. They 
say they have videos of cages be-
ing put down to trap the animals. 
The groups also claim that Ronda 
council has a contract with the 
Paraíso animal pound in Alhaurín 
de la Torre, where captured ani-
mals are put down after ten days.  

The animal welfare groups 
claim that the cats are controlled, 
neutered and managed by them, 

and they say although the coun-
cil approved a policy of captur-
ing, neutering and returning 
them in 2017, it has done noth-
ing to help. 

Local councillor Concha Muñoz 
has strongly denied that the cats 
are going to be sacrificed and said 
they were only being trapped to 
see if they are  neutered. But she 
did admit there is a technical re-
port showing that the colonies of 
cats are unhygienic, sources of 
illness, fleas, ticks, unpleasant 
odours, urine and faeces in the 
town centre. She said there are 
around 40 cats and feeding them 
is forbidden, and can lead to a 
fine of up to 500 euros. 

MIJAS 

Low-cost fuel station 
chain expands on Costa 

A.J.  Low-cost company Plenoil 
has opened a new fuel station 
forecourt in Mijas, its seventh 
in the province of Malaga. The 
new service station is located 
on the La Torre industrial estate 
and is open from 7am to 9.45pm 
in the week and 10am - 3pm 
and 5pm - 8pm at weekends, 
creating three new jobs.  The 
company now has 33 locations 
in Andalucía and anticipates 
opening another four in “the 
coming months”. New Plenoil fuel station.  SUR
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Thursday’s partial 
stoppage was called by 
drivers protesting against 
the Junta’s new 
regulations for ride-hailing 
companies in the region 

S. ZAMORA / F. JIMÉNEZ
 

MALAGA. Disgruntled passengers 
arriving on flights to the Costa del 
Sol on Thursday this week found 
there were no taxis for two hours 
due to a strike at Malaga Airport 
between 11am and 1pm. Taxi driv-
ers gave out leaflets in Spanish 
and English explaining the rea-
son for their protest. 

It was the same scenario at the 
city’s sea port, bus and railway sta-

tions yesterday and only half the 
taxi fleet was operating in Malaga 
city and on the rest of the Costa 
del Sol from 10.30am to 2pm, 
while colleagues attended a dem-
onstration in Seville. Only essen-
tial services were provided dur-
ing the stoppage, such as trans-
porting disabled passengers, fami-
lies with children and the elderly. 

Taxi drivers have decided to  
step up their actions to put more 
pressure on the Junta de Anda-
lucía over its plans to regulate the 
ride-hailing sector which would 
mean that companies such as 
Uber, Cabify and Bolt could oper-
ate within towns from 1 October.   

Drivers say the Junta’s regula-
tions don’t go far enough. They 
consider these firms to be unfair 

competition for the sector and in-
sist that they need to be more se-
verely restricted. 

“We are sorry for the inconven-
ience, but we feel cheated by the 
Junta because it is working against 
the interests of the sector, which 
is the livelihood of thousands of 

families,” said the president of the 
Confederation of Taxis on the Costa 
del Sol, Miguel Ángel Martín. The 
spokesman for Élite Taxi Costa del 
Sol, Guillermo Díaz, agreed. “We 
don’t want to stop anybody work-
ing, but the ride-hailing compa-
nies should operate in their own 

way and we will operate in ours. 
But if they are going to let these 
firms work as if they are taxis it’s 
a problem, because they aren’t,” 
he said.  

Drivers are expected to an-
nounce plans for more protests 
this weekend.

The queue for a taxi at Malaga Airport  on Thursday this week.  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

Hundreds of airport 
passengers hit by 
Costa taxi strike

The relaunched Idiliq Foundation presentation 
was held at the Wyndham Costa del Sol resort 
in Mijas. The organisation is involved in pro-
jects to benefit charities such as Cudeca, the 
Red Cross and the Spanish cancer association.

Idiliq work 
highlighted 
at Mijas gala

 SUR

TONY BRYANT
 

BENALMÁDENA. The mayor of 
Benalmádena, Víctor Navas, and 
the councillor for Social Welfare, 

Alicia Laddaga, visited the Cudeca 
hospice this week to inform the 
charity about a 15,000-euro sub-
sidy that the town hall has granted 
the foundation. Funds will be used 
to help maintain the home care 
units, which comprise a doctor, 
nurse, psychologist and social 
worker who are specialists in pal-
liative care. The mayor also thanked 
staff and volunteers for the work 
they do to improve the lives of can-
cer patients and their families.

Town hall grants 
15,000-euro 
subsidy to Cudeca 
home care teams 

Víctor Navas and Alicia Laddaga (centre) at the hospice.  SUR
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The Álorasolar group has 
called on the local council 
to take action “as soon as 
possible” as concern 
grows about express 
planning procedures 

ANDREA JIMÉNEZ
 

ÁLORA. Álorasolar, a neighbour-
hood action group that was 
formed in Álora last year, held 
a meeting with the town hall on 
Friday last week to ask for an 
urban modification plan to regu-
late photovoltaic plant macro-
projects in the municipality. 

Although it is not against pho-
tovoltaic or wind energy, the 
neighbourhood group said that 
the mega-plants “are not going 

to lower the electricity bill”, but 
“self-consumption and manage-
ment of our resources will”. 
   The group showed its concerns 
for other proposed solar plant 
projects in Las Mellizas, Los Lla-
nos, Bermejo, and sites in 
Casarabonela and Pizarra, for 
which they stressed the need to 
act “as soon as possible”. 

“An express procedure is be-
ing prepared for these types of 
projects, both at regional, state 
and European level,” a spokes-
person for Álorasolar said. 

The group said its main aim 
was to promote photovoltaic en-
ergy for self-consumption, while 
emphasising the need to “be 
self-sufficient and not depend 
on large electricity networks”, 
and also to protect the environ-

ment “from unsustainable      
projects”. 

As a solution, the group has 
suggested that solar panels are 
installed on the roofs of public 
buildings to create energy com-
munities made up of residents, 
town halls and local companies. 
The meeting was attended by 
the town’s mayor, Francisco 
Martínez, the deputy mayor, De-
sireé Cortés, and the former gen-
eral secretary of the PSOE of 
Malaga, José Luis Ruiz Espejo.

Action group demands planning 
changes to regulate solar panel farms

The meeting highlighted the need to control photovoltaic projects in Álora in the Guadalhorce valley.  SUR

IN BRIEF

MALAGA 

City mayor to stand 
again for a sixth term 

PILAR R. QUIRÓS.  The mayor of 
Malaga, Francisco de la Torre, 
has confirmed that he will be 
standing for election again next 
year, for the sixth consecutive 
time since 2003. 

The 79-year-old has always 
said that two factors were in-
volved in deciding whether to 
put himself forward as a candi-
date: support from the people 
and good enough health. 

De la Torre announced his de-
cision at a press conference say-
ing, “I have always worked en-
thusiastically and with passion 
for the advancement and pro-

gress of Malaga. I have, I am and 
I will again.” 

This has put paid to rumours 
in recent months that he would 
retire when this period in office 
came to an end. 

Francisco de la Torre.  SUR

MALAGA 

Christmas lights  switch-
on delay is criticised 

JUAN CANO.  Malaga council and 
representatives of the hospital-
ity sector have spoken out 
against draft plans by the Junta 
de Andalucía to delay the switch-
ing-on of Christmas illumina-
tions in the region until at least 
8 December this year, in order 
to save energy and reduce light 

pollution. This would be three 
weeks later than usual in the 
city. Teresa Porras, the council-
lor for festivals, said Malaga 
would comply with the regula-
tion if it came into force.  “But 
it would be bad for employment, 
retail and the hospitality sec-
tor,” she said, and pointed out 
that LED lights are used and the 
cost for the electricity is around 
8,000 euros for the 45 days the 
1.2m euros of festive illumina-
tions are usually switched on. 
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The reservoir, which 
supplies water to 180,000 
residents of 14 Axarquía 
places, is at just 10.72% of 
its capacity - the lowest 
level since 2008 

EUGENIO CABEZAS
 

LA VIÑUELA. Barring a last minute 
miracle in the form of heavy rains 
in the next few weeks, everything 
points to La Viñuela reservoir in 
the Axarquía heading for a repeat 
of the scenario of 31 October 2008, 
when it was left with only 15.2 cu-
bic hectometres, at 9.2 per cent of 
its capacity. On Sunday 18 Sep-
tember it stood at 17.62 cubic hec-
tometres or 10.72 per cent. 

The reservoir, which supplies 
water to 180,000 inhabitants of 14 
places and supplies water for irri-
gation of the 6,200 hectares of the 
Guaro Plan, is on the verge of being 
declared a ‘dead reservoir’; a des-
ignation that is normally used 
when a reservoir falls below 11 per 
cent of its capacity or when it is 
impossible to continue extracting 
water from it because what is left at 
the bottom is only mud. 

This scenario has not yet been 
reached, according to sources at 
the Junta de Andalucía, who have 
denied that La Viñuela is, at the 
moment, a dead reservoir. How-
ever, the sources have not been 
able to specify at what level of re-
serves this terminology will be ac-
cepted. “Water continues to be ex-

tracted for human consumption, 
which is treated at the El Trapiche 
water treatment plant, and sup-
plied to the irrigation communi-
ties that have not exhausted their 
allocation of 1,500 cubic metres 
per hectare per water year, until 
30 September,” they highlighted. 

Around two thirds of residents 

in the village of Periana are being 
advised not to drink the tap water 
as one of the wells that serves the 
village from the Guaro River is al-
most empty. In Comares tankers 
have been bringing in water every 
day since last week as three of the 
wells that supply 50 per cent of the 
village have dried up. 

JENNIE RHODES
 

MALAGA. Following International 
Cleanup Day which took place 
last Saturday, 17 September, 
events are continuing along the 
Costa del Sol tomorrow (Satur-
day, 24 September). 

Mi Moana is organising a 
beach and underwater cleanup 
at Estepona’s Playa del Cristo at 
10am. Gloves, bags, water and 
other refreshments will be pro-
vided for volunteers. Visit Face-
book Mi Moana or www.mio-
moana.org for details. 

Activities organised by the 
Marine Watchers Network, 
Proyecto Libera and the Diving 
Club Apañao Sub are also tak-
ing place on Saturday from 10 
am on the Poniente beach of 
Torre del Mar, with the meeting 
at the town’s fairground (behind 
Jazba and BereBere beach bars). 

The waste will be identified 
and separated for recycling and 
the data gathered will be re-
ported to Spain’s environment 
ministry through the ‘Basu-
raleza’ phone app.

Volunteers wanted 
in Costa’s towns  
for International 
Cleanup Day 
activities

La Viñuela is on the verge of being declared a 
‘dead reservoir’ as levels near record lows

La Viñuela reservoir in the Axarquía is at just 10.72 per cent capacity.  SUR
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“At no time since the 
discovery of the cave 
has our company 
planned to carry out any 
blasting in the area of 
the cave,“ say owners 
FYM-Heidelberg 

FRANCISCO GRIÑÁN 

MALAGA. The beauty of the Araña 
karst massif limestone caves has 
attracted a great deal of geologi-
cal attention since its discovery 
a year ago. Located in the quarry 
of the FYM-Heidelberg cement 
works, on the coast east of 

Malaga city, the spectacular na-
ture of the cave led to a study by 
the Junta de Andalucía regional 
government that promised to 
protect it. 

The honesty  of that promise 
has been called into question re-
cently by specialist groups and 
the early findings of a report by 
the Geological Resources Re-
search Department of the Span-
ish Geological and Mining Insti-
tute (IGME) led to a complaint to 
the Environmental Prosecutor’s 
Office by the Spanish Caving As-
sociation over concerns that the 
company was planning to blast 
the cave with authorisation from 
the regional government. 

However, this demolition plan 
was categorically denied recently 
by the cement company and by 
the regional government. 

“At no time since the discov-
ery of the cave has our company 
planned to carry out any blast-
ing in the area where it is lo-
cated,” said the FYM-Heidelberg 
factory, which added that the 
company “has no record of any 
decision issued by any compe-
tent administration of the Junta 
de Andalucía on the resumption 
of mining activity” in the cave.  

This was confirmed by the 
Junta’s office in Malaga, which, 
in statements to SUR denied any 
authorisation or decision on the 
cave, while stressing that the ac-
tivity “is still prohibited in the 
area”.

La Araña cement factory 
denies claims it plans to blow 
up a nearby protected cave

The Spanish Caving Association during an investigation.  SUR

HERE AND THERE

TORRE DEL MAR 

Important thoroughfare 
reopens after delays 

E. C. / J. R.  Plaza de la Axarquía 
in Torre del Mar has reopened 
after almost a year of works to 
transform it from a car park to a 
semi-pedestrian area. 

Four months behind schedule 
and almost a year after work 
started, the plaza opened last 
weekend.  

Although work is still not com-
pletely finished on the square, 
which is home to the remains of 
the military fortress that gave rise 
to the coastal town, pedestrians 
may now use the space, which is 
adorned with flower beds. 

The work, at a cost of one mil-

lion euros, was delayed for eight 
months, provoking complaints 
from local residents, businesses 
and the opposition Partido Popu-
lar party, not least due to the loss 
of parking spaces.

Plaza de la Axarquía.  J. RHODES

CANILLAS DE ACEITUNO 

Almanchares River 
‘invaded’ by fruit trees 

E. C.  Environmental group  GENA-
Ecologistas en Acción has re-
ported to the Junta de Andalucía 
the “invasion” of a subtropical 
fruit plantation near the Alman-
chares River in the village of Canil-
las de Aceituno in the Axarquía. 

According to the organisation’s 
spokesman, the biologist Rafael 

Yus, “They are indiscriminately 
planting subtropical fruit trees 
in places like the banks of the 
river.”  

Yus says they don’t know 
whether these operations “have 
been carried out with the corre-
sponding environmental impact 
studies or if they have the rele-
vant permits” but he has re-
quested that the owner of the 
plot “restores the land to its natu-
ral condition, especially the riv-
erbed”.
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As well as closely following 
the somber ceremonies on 
Monday, Spanish viewers 
were also focused on how 
close the King and Queen 
were sat to his parents 

D. GUADILLA / N. HESKETH
 

LONDON / MALAGA. Spain’s King 
Felipe VI appeared in public with 
his father, emeritus King Juan Car-
los, for the first time in two years 
at the funeral of Queen Elizabeth 
II in Westminster Abbey, London, 
on Monday this week. 

The funeral seating plan gave 
rise to an unexpected and historic 
photograph when King Felipe and 
Queen Letizia were seated along-
side Juan Carlos, who lives in Abu 
Dhabi in self-imposed exile, and 
the king’s mother, emeritus Queen 
Sofía. 

As well as closely following the 
emotional events of the morning, 
many in Spain had been eagerly 
waiting to see if the disgraced for-
mer king would be seen with his 
son and daughter-in-law. 

Government assurances 
Ahead of the funeral service, an 
uncomfortable Spanish govern-
ment was at pains to stress that 
King Felipe  and Queen Letizia 
were in an official capacity rep-
resenting their country while the 
emeritus King and Queen, Juan 
Carlos and Sofía, were attending 
in a private capacity because they 
are both related to British royalty.  

Juan Carlo’s public image in 
Spain has declined rapidly in re-
cent years after scandals involv-
ing his finances and an on-going 
lawsuit in London from a former 
lover.  He abdicated in 2014. 

The Spanish government, as 

well as expert commentators on 
protocol in Madrid, were con-
vinced the two couples would not 
be seated together in the Abbey. 

But in the end, British protocol 
was fixed - once a monarch, al-
ways a monarch. To the surprise 
of Spanish viewers,  Felipe, Let-
izia, Juan Carlos and Sofía all sat 
together on the second row from 

the coffin in front of the world’s 
cameras in the area reserved for 
representatives of Europe’s royal 
families, alongside King Harald 
V and Queen Sonja of Norway. 

In front of them were Queen 
Margrethe of Denmark and her 
son Frederick; and King Willem-Al-
exander, Queen Máxima and Prin-
cess Beatrix of the Netherlands. 

The third pew in this European 
royal section was occupied by King 
Philippe and Mathilde of Belgium; 
the Grand Duke and Duchess of 
Luxembourg, Henri and Maria 
Teresa; and Albert and Charlène 
of Monaco. 

The last time King Felipe was 
seen in public with his father was 

at the funeral of Juan Carlos’s sis-
ter, Infanta Pilar, in 2020. 

St George’s Chapel 
Later on Monday, King Felipe at-
tended the committal service in 
St George’s Chapel at Windsor 
Castle accompanied by his mother, 
Sofía. Emeritus King Juan Carlos 
had declined that part of the in-
vitation and Queen Letizia had 
had to leave early to fly to New 
York directly from London to at-
tend official engagements there.  

All four were together at the re-
ception at Buckingham Palace the 
evening before the funeral , how-
ever no photograph of that en-
counter has emerged. 

King Felipe is reunited with his father at 
Westminster Abbey funeral service

Spanish royalty - two kings and two queens - sat together in the second row at the Westminster Abbey service .  AFP

ÁLVARO SOTO
 

MADRID. Spain further relaxed 
its health measures against 
Covid-19 in the country’s 
ports and airports this week. 
Passengers arriving by air or 
sea from countries that do not 
belong to the European Un-
ion will no longer have to pre-
sent completed Spain Travel 
Health (SpTH) information 
upon arrival, a health control 
form that included travel-re-
lated information.  

“The measures to limit in-
ternational mobility must be 
applied in accordance with the 
general principles of Union 
Law, and must not go beyond 
what is strictly necessary to 
safeguard public health and 
must be lifted when the epide-
miological situation, particu-
larly in hospitals, allows it,” the 
health authorities explained. 

The SpTH app, which will no 
longer be in operation, re-
quired passengers to fill out 
the health control form with 
data such as their identity, ad-
dress, the vaccination certifi-
cate or the diagnostic test be-
fore embarking on the trip. The 
app generated a QR code that 
had to be presented at airport 
and port controls and to the 
transport companies. 

However, for the time being, 
temperature controls at air-
ports and the mandatory use 
of a mask on flights will remain 
in force. Passengers from out-
side the EU or Schengen area 
are still required to show on 
arrival a valid vaccination cer-
tificate, negative Covid test or 
a recovery certificate. 

Spain further 
relaxes Covid-19 
form-filling rules 
at airports and 
sea ports

Later on Monday, King 
Felipe attended  St 
George’s Chapel 
accompanied by his 
mother, Sofía

SPAIN
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Spanish real estate 
owned by corporations 
based in a Spanish-
designated «tax haven» 
is subject to a 3% annual 

CÁRTAMA 
 SUR.  Purchasing and owning a 
home through a company has pre-
viously been a popular option - 
manypeople used to own Span-
ish real estate through onshore 
and offshore business structures, 
particularly if it was worth more 
than €1 million. 

The major objective was to avoid 
paying taxes, particularly Span-
ish wealth tax and/or succession 
and gift tax.  

However, owing to recent de-
velopments in taxation legisla-
tion, there have been some ma-
jor changes that make this option 
far less attractive than it once was.  

Read on as we guide you 
through the changes and their im-
plications.  

What Caused the Change 
in the System of 
Purchasing Property 
Through Corporations? 
Spain, along with many other 

countries, has effectively estab-
lished techniques to combat tax 
fraud over the past decade. The 
two principal goals are to pre-
vent future tax evasion and to 
uncover prior infractions. Spain 
has very much focused on what 
it describes as “aggressive tax 
planning” arrangements.  

Purchasing property through 
a company was previously seen 
as a way toescape paying the 
appropriate taxes that otherwise 
would have been levied.  

Spain has put together a tax 
plan every year since around 
2019 aimed at uncovering 
“opaque” taxation arrangements.  
As a result, the Spanish tax 
authorities are actively looking 
at properties in Spain that are 
owned through company struc-
tures, with the majority of in-
spections taking place in the 
Balearic Islands and the prov-

inces of Malaga and Cadiz. 
Presently, anyone who owns 

the property through a corpora-
tion should now assess their tax 
situation and ensure that they 
are meeting their tax obligations 
in Spain. 

Beneficial Owner Register: 
A Tool Used by Tax 
Authorities to obtain 
Relevant Tax Information 
Since 2018, there has been a 
“beneficial owner register”. This 
was created through various EU 
Directives. 

Each country’s record includes 
the ‘Ultimate Beneficial Owner’ 
(UBO) of businesses, trusts, foun-
dations, and other similar legal 
entities. As part of their yearly 
corporation tax return, compa-
nies in Spain must now identify 
the beneficial owner and any 
shareholders who control 25% 
or more of the company’s shares. 

Spanish authorities are using 
the registry to analyse obfus-
cated structures or properties. 
This is to find out if the benefi-
cial owner was or is using the 
property but not properly ac-
counting for it via their Spanish 
tax return. 

What are the Tax 
Implications for Spanish 
Residents Who Own 
Properties in Spain Through 
Corporate Structures? 

This arrangement is quite inef-
ficient for Spanish tax purposes 
if a house is available for the 
shareholder’s use (especially if 
it is their principal home) and 
they are residents in Spain. 
Here’s a quick rundown of the 
main tax implications: 

- The main residence capital 
gains tax benefit is unavailable.  

- Modelo 720 requires the inclu-
sion of foreign company shares. 

- For the use of the property, 
the shareholder must pay the 
corporationmarket rent.  

- The company is required to 
pay corporation tax in Spain. 

- Any profit distribution to 
shareholders is subject to Span-
ish income tax at savings rates. 

- Without the benefit of the 
€300,000 primary home limit, the 
company’s shares are effectively 
included for wealth tax purposes. 

Note: Spain’s double-tax trea-
ties with the United Kingdom and 
Germany contain a clause that 
allows Spain to tax foreign cor-
porations’ shareholdings in Span-
ish real estate. As a result, per-
sons residing in the United King-
dom or Germany would be sub-
ject to a Spanish wealth tax on 
company shares, regardless of 
where the firm is based. 

Spanish real estate owned by 
corporations based in a Span-
ish-designated «tax haven» (e.g., 
the British Virgin Islands, etc.) is 
subject to a 3% annual tax (cal-
culated on property value). The 
corporation must have an author-
ized representative to interact 
with the Spanish tax office (or 
face a €6,000 penalty). 

Conclusion 

It is critical to ensure that your 
assets, whether real estate or in-
vestment capital, are tax com-
pliant in your country of residence 
and country where those assets 
are located.  

You can minimise your tax bur-
den in a variety of ways. The best 
way is to seek the advice of ex-
perts in cross-border tax and fi-
nancial planning around your spe-
cific circumstances and goals. 

The Content is for informational 
purposes only, you should not 
construe any such information or 
other material as legal, tax, in-
vestment, financial, or other ad-
vice. Nothing contained in this 
report constitutes a solicitation, 
recommendation, endorsement, 
or offer by HOLBORN or any third-
party service provider to buy or 
sell any securities or other finan-
cial instruments in this or in in 
any other jurisdiction. 

Holborn Insurance Agents, 
Sub-Agents & Consultants (Cy-
prus) Ltd authorised by the Cy-
prus Insurance Companies Con-
trol Services (ICCS) License num-
ber 5228. Passported to distrib-
ute Insurance activities and serv-
ices in Cyprus, Spain, France, 
Malta, Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Sweden and Portugal.

Is it Still Wise to Acquire a Spanish 
Property Through a Company?

Freepik

HOLBORN

“Spain..... has 
effectively 
established 
techniques to combat 
tax fraud over the 
past decade”

HOLBORN WEALTH 
MMANAGEMENT 

Tel. 951 08 61 04 
spain.enquiry@holbornas-
sets.com 
www.holbornassets.com

Jason Swan, Senior Partner.  SUR
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I n scrapping wealth tax, An-
dalucía’s Popular Party (PP) 
president Juanma Moreno 

ensures that the southerly re-
gion becomes one of Spain’s 
mini tax havens (if you have as-
sets worth over 700,000 euros, 
that is). All the country’s 
autonomous regions have the 
power to exercise fiscal inde-
pendence in this way but, so far, 
Madrid and Andalucía - both of 
which are under centre-right 
administrations - are the only 

ones to do so. Hopefully, other 
PP-led regions will now follow 
suit.   

Andalucía wants to position 
itself as more investment-
friendly, less punitive to the 
wealthy and a good place to own 
property and do business - all of 
which would benefit a region 
consistently named as one of 
the poorest in Europe. Spain’s 
Socialist-led coalition govern-
ment, though, isn’t happy with 
Moreno’s surprise declaration 

of autonomy.  
In a radio interview this 

week, minister for social secu-
rity José Luis Escrivá called Mo-
reno’s tax reductions “totally re-
gressive”, adding that it was 
“absurd” to have regions com-
peting with each other to attract 
big earners. But he failed to de-
tail any aspects of Spain’s 
largely devolved approach to 
taxation - especially wealth 
taxation - that are, in his opin-
ion, ineffective or unfair.   

Much like Roe v Wade in 
America was indirectly about 
the morality of abortion and 
primarily about federal power 
versus state autonomy, Mo-
reno’s latest move only secon-
darily concerns taxation (al-
though if high earners pour into 
Andalucía, the region’s coffers 
could be swelled substantially). 

This is really about where key 
elements of fiscal power should 
reside: with the national gov-
ernment or with regional ad-
ministrations - as, to a large ex-
tent, they already do in Spain.   

Escrivá favours greater fiscal 
centralisation. He cites the Aus-
tralian model of collection and 
disbursement, in which the 
country’s six federated states 
are as it were rewarded by the 
central government for effective 
public spending. But if that 
model works on the assumption 
that regions can manage their 
public spending effectively, why 
shouldn’t they be able to set tax 
rates and collect their own reve-
nues effectively, too?  

Escrivá also claimed that, in-
stead of competing with each 
other to lure wealthy residents, 
Spain’s regions should concen-

trate on “improving health, 
education and dependency 
services”. That’s surely easier to 
do, though, if your annual in-
come tax take is bigger, as Mo-
reno hopes it will be as a result 
of cutting wealth tax.   

In any case, statements about 
WHERE tax revenues should be 
directed don’t entail conclu-
sions about WHAT KIND of gov-
ernment is best-placed to chan-
nel them there. Why is a central 
government necessarily more 
equipped or able than a re-
gional administration to im-
prove public services? There’s 
no good reason why Andalucía 
can’t improve vital services at 
the same time as abolishing 
wealth tax. Escrivá sees neces-
sary connections and mutual 
inconsistencies where there 
aren’t any. 

Tax-friendly

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

Consumer associations 
have pointed their fingers 
at six food firms for 
adopting ‘shrinkflation’, a 
practice that is legal but 
lacking transparency 

JAVIER LÓPEZ 

MALAGA. When inflation walks 
through the door of a supermar-
ket, shrinkflation usually comes 
in with it. That is the term used 
when brands reduce the weight 
of their packs but keep the price 
the same: in other words, con-
sumers are receiving less of the 
product but paying as much as 
they always did. The operation is 
legal, as long as the weight shown 
on the label is accurate, but con-
sumer associations are accusing 
the firms of a lack of transpar-
ency. 

Spain’s Consumers and Users 
Organisation (OCU) has provided 
some figures about this tactic 
which is usually associated with 
a general increase in prices. It says 
7% of the 273 products it looked 
at were subject to shrinkflation. 
For example, what was an 800 
gramme pack of ColaCao drink 
powder now weighs 760; 500g of 
Tulipán margarine is now 400g; 
a two-litre bottle of Pepsi Cola is 
now 1.75 litres; a pack of Revilla 
chorizo costing 1 euro contains 
65g instead of the previous 80; 
the 110-gramme pack of Cam-
pofrío ham for one euro now 
weighs 85g and every Activia yo-
ghurt now weighs 5 grammes less. 

Due to this situation, the OCU 
has reported Pastas Gallo, Dan-
one, Pescanova, ColaCao, Tulipán 
and Campofrío to the National 
Commission of Markets and Com-

petition. No response has been 
received as yet, and the OCU says 
it cannot rule out reporting more 
brands and companies as well. 

“Charging the same but giving 
consumers less is unfair compe-
tition with manufacturers who in-
crease their prices,” said sources 
at the OCU, which has begun a 
campaign to encourage people to 
report cases of shrinkflation and 
hidden price increases when 
they see them.

Top brands are hiding food price 
rises by reducing pack sizes

Pack shrinkage is affecting all aisles of the supermarket.  SUR

Peso en gramos (Pepsi en mililitros)

Cola Cao 800 760 −5

Tulipán 
margarine

500 400 −20

Pepsi 2,000 1,750 −13

Revilla 
chorizo

80 65 −19

Campofrío 
cooked 
ham

110 85 −23

Activia
yoghurt

125 120 −4

Product
Previous
weight

New
weight % reduction

Table: SUR • Source: OCU

Shrinkflation - real-life examples
Weight in grammes (Pepsi in ml)

SUR 

MALAGA. A leading  takeaway- 
food courier company has 
been given another multi-mil-
lion-euro fine for failing to 
comply with Spanish law.  

The Barcelona-based firm, 
Glovo, now has to pay 78.9 mil-
lion euros after work and so-
cial security inspectors found 
that it had been falsely regis-
tering people as self-employed 
workers and breaking the so-
called Rider Law. 

Spain’s Rider Law, which 
came into force in August 
2021, obliges digital platforms 
such as Glovo and Just Eat to 
give work contracts to deliv-
ery staff.  

‘Serious’ breach 
The inspectors believe that over 
10,600 Glovo workers who were 
registered with Social Security 
as self-employed should really 
have been full employees.  

The company has been 
obliged to normalise their 
status and include them as part 
of the workforce. This applies 
to 8,331 workers in Barcelona 
and 2,283 in Valencia, who 
Glovo had refused to include 
on the payroll. 

“This is a massive example 
of fake self-employment and 
the weight of the law is going 
to fall on this company,” em-
ployment minister Yolanda 
Díaz explained this week. She 
also accused the company of 
violating the workers’ employ-
ment rights and obstructing 
the work of the inspectors, 
which she described as “ex-
tremely serious”.

Food courier firm is 
fined again for 
treating its workers 
as self-employed 
rather than staff 

OCU: “Charging the same 
but giving consumers less 
is unfair competition with 
manufacturers who 
increase their prices”

BUSINESS AND FINANCE
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ENVIRONMENT 

New book on bird 
migration 

D.B.  A new called Bird Migra-
tion Between Europe and Af-
rica is being officially 
launched during the Calpe 
Conference at 5pm today, Fri-
day 23 September. The book  
has been written by Ger-
aldine, Stewart and Clive Fin-
layson, and copies will be  
available to purchase from 
the Gibraltar National Mu-
seum shop as from Monday 
26 September.

HEALTH 

Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia Walk 

D.B.  A Memory Walk took place 
in Gibraltar on Wednesday eve-
ning to mark World Alzheimer’s 
and Dementia Day and show 
support for families who are liv-
ing with these illnesses. Chief 
minister Fabian Picardo joined 
the walk, which was organised 
by the Alzheimer’s and Demen-
tia Society and said the govern-
ment is keen to make Gibraltar 
as friendly as possible for suf-
ferers of these conditions.  

IN BRIEF

The 12-hour event, which 
will begin at the Pillars of 
Hercules at 6am on 21 
October, aims to raise 
funds for a veteran 
support charity 

D. BARTLETT 

GIBRALTAR. On 21 October a team 
of veterans, serving personnel and 
local business owners will take on 
a gruelling 12-hour relay up and 
down the 1,398 ft high Rock of Gi-
braltar, to raise money for their fel-
low veterans through the support 
charity Waterloo Uncovered.  

The ten-strong team for the Rock 
Relay Run, which coincides with 
Trafalgar Day, will include person-
nel from the Royal Air Force, Royal 
Navy, and Army, including Gibral-
tarian long-distance runner, na-
tional marathon record holder and 
Commonwealth Games competi-
tor Arnold Rogers, who serves in 
the Royal Gibraltar Regiment.   

All money raised will help fund 
Waterloo Uncovered’s five unique 
veteran support programmes, 
which combine archaeology and 

military history with veteran care 
and recovery, designed to support 
those who have served their coun-
try when they need it the most and 
help them find peace from war.  

Mark Evans, CEO of Waterloo 
Uncovered, said: “Gibraltar’s con-
nection with the British Armed 
Forces goes back 300 years, and 
the Rock is an iconic part of the 
experience of being stationed 
there – climbing it is a rite of pas-
sage. We can’t think of a better 
way for veterans to give back to 
other veterans than by climbing 
the rock to raise funds for our life-
changing support programmes. 
We’re extremely grateful to the 
runners and everyone who has 
supported the run so far. It’s go-
ing to be incredible”.  

The event will start at the Pillars 
of Hercules and end at O’Hara’s 
Battery, with pairs running up and 
down in turn. The first team will 
start the relay at 6am, with an es-
timated finish time of 6pm.  

Funds will be raised on the Rock 
Relay Run JustGiving page. To learn 
more and support the challenge, 
please visit https://www.justgiv-
ing.com/campaign/gibraltar

Conquering the Rock and 
their trauma: veterans take 
part in a gruelling relay run 

DEBBIE BARTLETT.   Efforts are 
continuing to deal with oil which 
is coming from the OS 35 bulk 
carrier and the Port has sus-
pended all bunkering operations 
for the time being to assign re-
sources to the clean-up.  

The ship, which was beached 
700 metres off Catalan Bay after 
a collision, was settled further 
onto the seabed in preparation 
for heavy sea swells which had 
been forecast last Sunday and 
Monday. Experts decided that 
was the best course of action for 
the vessel, as the hull has broken 
but is not completely split in two, 
but warned that the residual fuel 

which it had not been possible to 
pump out could spill under these 
weather conditions.  

A cleaning operation is un-
der way at Seven Sisters, which 
was badly soiled by the oil, and 
at Eastern Beach which was also 
affected. There was little impact 
to Gibraltar’s other beaches, and 
any oil on those has now been 
removed.  

With regard to free-floating oil, 
the Gibraltarian and Spanish 
authorities are working closely 
together to contain this and Span-
ish vessels are helping to prevent 
oil spreading to the coastline of 
Spain and into the Bay. 

Clean-up under way after 
more oil spills from the OS 35

Affected beaches have been cleaned of oil by hand.  SUR

GIBRALTAR
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PACHI

Promoting Andalucía 
products at 
Torremolinos fair 

On Sunday 25 September, one 
of the most traditional pilgrim-
ages of this region begins. And 
the following day, and for the 
whole week, the Fería de San 
Miguel is taking place. Our fair 
in Torremolinos is not the fair 
of Seville, but it has its own 
personality which is of national 
interest. This manifestation of 
joy has a very positive result 
for our autonomy, as it is pro-
portionally the fair where a 
large number of Andalusian 
products, both food and drink, 
are marketed and consumed. 

On behalf of the associa-
tion Yo? Producto Andaluz! I 

spoke to representatives of 
the stands at the fair and they 
have confirmed that every-
thing, the ‘montadito de 
lomo’, ‘pinchitos’, wines, soft 
drinks and even the olives, 
all are products produced 
here in Andalucía.  

Congratulations Torremo-
linos, for having such a won-
derful fair by day and by night 
and for exalting Andalusian 
products as an intrinsic part 
of our culture and festivities. 
A fair that every year attracts 
more and more national and 
international tourists to en-
joy a glass of wine from 
Malaga, a plate of fried octo-
pus from Estepona or a ‘mon-
tadito de lomo’ from Cártama. 
BARTOLOMÉ FLORIDO

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

As always, thanks to Peter Edgerton for endless smiles and 
laughter. 

The latest column on the seasons was particularly com-
forting:  now I see that if we are paralysed in July and August, 
half asleep in September, and only back on our toes in Oc-
tober, it is not that we have gone hopelessly to seed.  We have 
simply become naturalised and learnt the wisdom of the lo-
cal ways.  Godspeed, Peter!    

MARGARET DEAN

Seasonal vagaries

We accept letters by email -surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

O
n Sunday 20 November, 
the football world cup 
kicks off in Qatar and 

so, this week, Panini have 
launched their traditional sticker 
album, which, if past tourna-
ments are anything to go by, will 
now provoke hordes of children 
to tug incessantly at their belea-
guered parents’ sleeves for 
weeks on end in a bid to collect 
all of the 670 photos necessary 
to complete the set. (A word to 
the wise, little ones - don’t do the 
sleeve-tugging thing if mummy 
and daddy have just opened the 
electricity bill.) 

Like everything else, the stick-
ers have seen a massive hike in 
price since more innocent times 
when everybody had far too 
many Sepp Maiers and we all 
thought Jairzhino must be Por-
tuguese for ‘hen’s teeth’. Any-
way after myriad ‘Got, got, not 
got, got, not got..’ playground 
rituals most of us eventually 
seemed to accrue the complete 

collection, even if it meant ac-
quiring a missing El Salvador 
centre half by handing over a 
couple of gobstoppers and a 
sherbet dip in a clandestine deal 
behind the kitchen bins. 

Some chap somewhere has 
made a calculation as to how 
much completing this year’s 
sticker collection will cost based 
on probability and bearing in 
mind Jairzhino won’t be play-
ing. Brace yourselves - it’s a 
whopping 1,012.09 euros. 
Crumbs, you could light a small 
bathroom for over a minute for 
that amount of money. 

Not to worry, though, I’ve 
come up with the perfect solu-
tion - Competitive Community 
Stickering. Youngsters would 
form teams with their chums in 
order to collect stickers together. 
Parents will, of course, be de-
lighted to lob a couple of quid 
into the kitty if it means their 
kiddiewinkies will be obliged to 
tear themselves away from their 

screens for an hour or two and 
communicate with their peers 
in real life. They could even learn 
the ‘Got, got, not got, got..’ chant 
and strive, as a team, to collect 
all 670 photos of their idols be-
fore any of their rival groups get 
there. There could be a nominal 
prize for the winning team which 
wouldn’t necessarily have to in-
volve gobstoppers, although that 
would be nice. 

All of this would, of course, 
mean lesser profits for the Panini 
company but sympathy may be 
thin on the ground since most 
parents probably still hold a 
grudge, suspecting to this day 
that a paucity of Jeff Astle’s was 
a deliberate ruse on the part of 
the company to whip 1970 
sleeve-tugging into a veritable 
frenzy, especially in the Birming-
ham area. 

No, all in all, I think it’s a win-
ner. I’m offering Domagoj Vida 
and Federico Valverde for Wayne 
Hennessey. Swaps, anyone?

Swap shop
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I
’d die for a funeral like that,” said my 
friend on WhatsApp. Of course, me 
too. What a show. The British are the 

kings of monarchical marketing. The 
BBC can now claim to be top funeral 
broadcasters after converting Queen 
Elizabeth II’s funeral honours into the 
year’s best mini-series. 

They deserve all the Baftas and sev-
eral Emmys, especially the lead actors: 
a king and queen consort who were lov-
ers during their previous marriages; a 

son stripped of his honours due to con-
duct as improper for a royal, as it is for 
a vassal; an heir to the throne whose pre-
mature baldness is going to be the least 
of his problems; a grandson who has re-
nounced all his duties and none of his 
rights; an actress who wanted to live the 
life of a movie; and a Princess of Wales 
who looks so regal that she could have 
been born to reign, despite being a com-
moner. And I’m sure that our Spanish 
king and queen, emeritus and non emeri-

tus, will get the award for best support-
ing actors in a drama series. What an or-
deal. 

Monday was the final episode. And it 
certainly didn’t disappoint: the charac-
ters, the soundtrack, the photography 
(those zenithal shots in Westminster Ab-
bey), the setting, the script; all designed 
so that images that will go down in history 
would be enjoyed in real time by an audi-
ence who crammed into cinemas, parks 
and function rooms around big and small 
screens to watch the funeral rites. A Brit-
ish Super Bowl which didn’t need a per-
formance by Beyoncé. Because they had 
the real queen already. 

So, let’s see who’s the next person to 
die. Who is going to start their journey 
to eternity in a coffin set on a gun car-
riage (here in Spain thanks to this fu-
neral we’ve learned the Spanish word 
‘armón de artillería’), just as we learned 
‘camerlengo’ when Pope John Paul II 

died), pulled by 142 sailors from the Royal 
Navy. Who will have their own piper to 
play at their funeral. Who will be impor-
tant enough to have their photograph 
substitute those of new houses in real 
estate windows. 

Who can have a crown on their coffin, 
and an orb and sceptre. Who will make 
Big Ben’s bell chime. And who has the 
power to bring together all the crowned 
heads, all the power, political and sym-
bolic. It won’t be me, of course. I’ll be 
lucky if my local baker turns up to say 
the Lord’s Prayer for me. 

Elizabeth II, like El Cid, continues to 
win battles after her death: not only has 
she cast her long shadow over her son 
and family, but also over the rest of the 
European royal families. 

On Monday morning, heads of proto-
col around the world were taking notes 
as a cold sweat crept up their spine. I 
wouldn’t want to be in their shoes.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
ROSA PALO

The Greatest Show  
on Earth

Shrinkflation has arrived at the supermarket:  
same price - less product

 
Good grief 
Pepe, I can 
see you 
through this 
slice of ham!
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C
anada, Italy and 
France are just some 
of the countries that 

Andrew and Jane Price have 
visited or even lived in, in the 
past, but for more than two 
decades now this British cou-
ple have now been living  in 
Moclinejo, one of the villages 
on the Ruta de la Pasa, or Rai-
sin Route.  

“It happened by accident, 
really,” explains Jane, who has 
been a nurse all her life but 
also assists her husband, who 
began his artistic career more 
than 50 years ago.   

They arrived on the coast 
of the Axarquía in 1999 and 
stayed at a property called El 
Niño in Benajarafe for over a 
month while they held paint-
ing classes for foreign resi-
dents in the area.  

They were enchanted by the 
light and the colours of the 
most easterly part of Malaga, 
which they visited often, and 
in the year 2000 they started 
to look for a house to buy.  

At first they looked in Be-
najarafe and the immediate 
area but didn’t find what they 
were looking for until some 
time afterwards.  

“Luckily”, says Jane, they 
saw an old, run-down build-
ing in the centre of Moclinejo, 
opposite the church of Nues-
tra Señora de Gracia.   

At that time Andrew was in 
his early sixties, but he and 
Jane, who is nine years 
younger, decided to do what-
ever work was necessary on 
the building to turn it into 
their temporary residence in 
the area.   

Their idea was to spend six 
months of the year in Mocli-
nejo and the other six months 
in London.  

“But gradually we began 
spending more time here, and 
we eventually came to live 

here permanently,” Jane says.     
There, Andrew set up his 

studio, next to a spacious An-
dalusian patio, and so began 
their life in La Axarquía, a re-
gion which had captivated 
them with its blue sky.   

Over time, they took the op-
portunity to buy two proper-
ties next door and did them 
up to turn them into holiday 
accommodation.  

This then gave the couple   
an extra source of income 
from the adjoining property, 
which is accessed through an 
inside courtyard.  

They have created a cosy 
and welcoming atmosphere 
in their three properties, 
where they have respected the 
traditional style, and many of 
Andrew’s paintings adorn the 
walls. As a result, it feels like 
being in an art gallery.  

As well as the courtyards, 
with a fountain providing the 
background music, the rooms 
are tidy and tastefully deco-
rated with a decidedly Anda-
lusian feel.   

The terraces are the perfect 
height to enjoy spectacular 
panoramic views, and there 
is even a telescope to bring 
them closer to the stars, be-
cause the light pollution in 

Moclinejo is lower than other 
parts of Malaga province.   

Although Andrew and Jane 
are not completely fluent in 
Spanish, they say that from 
the start their neighbours have 
been very friendly and they 
do everything possible to in-

tegrate into everyday life of 
this village in the Axarquía.  

“We were surprised that 
within a few days of arriving 
here, some neighbours gave 
us a ‘pan de San Marcos’, 
which is known as Palomita 
in the village and is very typi-
cal of the area,” Jane says. 

This pastry with a boiled 
egg inside was a simple gift, 
but made with love for a cou-
ple who are themselves much-
loved now in this delightful 
village,  which is situated sec-
ond line to the beach. 

The British and Andalusian 
accents may sound very dif-
ferent, but everyone under-
stands each other despite the 
differences.   

Jane and Andrew like to 
take part in the social life of 
the village, whether at the fair, 

during cultural week or other 
activities.  

Nor do they fail in their sup-
port for a local animal shelter 
which survives thanks to peo-
ple’s donations.  

They can be seen almost 
every month on the terrace of 
Bar Reyes with other resi-
dents, many of whom are for-
eign, enjoying a meal organ-
ised to raise more funds for 
the association. 

With a lifestyle like this, they 
have no intention of moving 
from Moclinejo. In fact, they 
only leave occasionally to 
spend a few days in the UK, 
where they normally stay on 
board their boat.  

However, apart from dur-
ing the pandemic there has 
always been a constant stream 
of relatives and friends com-
ing to stay, all of whom, like 
them, have been enchanted 
by the delights of the Raisin 
Route.  

“They love our house and 
everything around us,” Jane 
says.  

The first year of the pan-
demic confirmed their belief 
that Moclinejo was the best 
place they could be when 
much of Europe was confined 
to small apartments.  

“Also, the people of Mocli-
nejo, the shops and the coun-
cil were there to assist us with 
whatever we needed, all the 
time,” they say. 

Jane and Andrew Price, in one of the rooms decorated with his paintings.  J. A.

Globetrotters 
who fell in love 
with Moclinejo

IN THE FRAME

“A few days after we 
arrived, some neighbours 
gave us a ‘pan de San 
Marcos’ as a gift” 

 Jane and Andrew Price.  The 
couple were not planning to 
move permanently but have 
been here for over 20 years 

JAVIER 
ALMELLONES

The geophysicist who 
started painting 
watercolours  

At the age of 83, Andrew 
Price is still active although 
he doesn’t paint as much as 
he used to. He does, however, 
teach classes and take part 
in exhibitions when he can.  

But a long time before he 
was an artist, this British 
man from Eastbourne in 

southern England was a geo-
physicist. In fact, he spent 
five years in Canada, which 
he used to fly over in a sea-
plane on his trips to find 
places to extract minerals. 
That same profession took 
him to Riotinto, in Huelva 
province, back in 1968.  

In those days, when he was 
in his thirties, Andrew began 
to hear the call of art. He 
started with watercolours, a 

technique he mastered over 
time and eventually he be-
came an established artist.  

Nowadays you can even fol-
low him on Instagram, where 
he has a profile.   

And much of the success 
of this British geophysicist 
turned artist is due, without 
a doubt, to Jane, his com-
panion through life and the 
collaborator in his personal 
adventure.   

Jane and Andrew like to 
take part in the social life 
of the village, whether at 
the fair or other activities
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The internationally 
acclaimed star of the 
West End will bring his 
latest show, A Night With 
the Phantom, to the 
Costa del Sol next week

 

FUENGIROLA. The West End star, 
Michael Sterling, is heading to 
the Costa del Sol next week to 
perform his latest show, A Night 
with the Phantom, a personal 
journey through a 35-year ca-
reer that has encompassed thea-
tre, television, radio and record-
ing. His West End credits include 
playing the title role in The 
Phantom of the Opera, which he 
performed more than 1,000 
times at Her Majesty’s Theatre 
in London; as well as the role of 
Jean Valjean in Les Misérables. 

The internationally acclaimed 
performer took time out from 
his busy schedule to talk to SUR 
in English about his life and ca-
reer, and his excitement about 
performing his latest show at 
The Salón Varietés Theatre in 
Fuengirola next weekend.  

Where were you born? 
I was born in Carmarthenshire 
in West Wales in 1970, but I 
moved to London when I was 17. 
How did you first begin sing-
ing? 
I made my debut at the age of 
seven singing at my sister’s wed-
ding, which was on the same day 
that Elvis died. I was absolutely 
mortified that we had lost Elvis, 
so I sang It’s Now or Never. It all 
started from there, because I re-
alised that I could sing. 
When did you decide that you 
wanted to turn professional? 
I started performing semi-pro-
fessionally at the age of 14, sing-
ing in working men’s clubs and 
at weddings, and I began to earn 
good money. In fact, I was earn-
ing more than my parents.  
Did your parents support your 
decision to pursue this career? 
Yes, absolutely. My father was a 
miner, but he didn’t want me to 
go down the mines.  
How did you break into the 
West End? 
In 1990, I began working as an 
entertainer on the SS Canberra. 
I was with International Artistes 
at the time, an agency that 
looked after many top stars. 
While on the tour, my agent in-
formed me that there were audi-
tions taking place for Los Misé-
rables, which, obviously, I could 

   Michael Sterling.    Singer and actor

Michael Sterling as The Phantom of the Opera, and as himself.  SUR

‘I was given 20 minutes’ notice the first 
time I performed the role of The Phantom’

not attend. I had seen the show 
when I was 18 and it blew my 
mind, so when I finished the 
tour, I badgered my agent to get 
me an audition. I was recalled 
twice, and in 1991, I was in the 
London show. It happened really 
quickly: once I was in theatre, it 
really started to catapult and I 
went on to work with many gods 
and goddesses of theatre and 
film. 
How did you become The Phan-
tom? 
I was playing the role of Raoul 
in Phantom at the time, and I 
was given 20 minutes’ notice, 
seeing as The Phantom had lost 
his voice. The show had actually 
started and I had never played 
the role, so it was quite surreal. 
Were you perturbed by the fact 
that the role had been per-
formed by the likes of Michael 
Crawford? 
Well, you are handed a respon-
sibility, like, I guess, any of the 
great performers who have 
taken that role. I began by per-
forming both roles - four per-
formances each week as Raoul 
and the four as The Phantom - 
so I got used to the role. I took 
over full time in 1999 and I knew 
what was required, although it 
was a tough act to follow. 
You performed Phantom more 
than 1,000 times; did you ever 
get bored with it? 
We all have a level that we work 
to and you have to maintain that 
level at every performance: you 
have to find it from somewhere. 
One of the things that was in-
stalled in me very early on is that 
every night is the opening night. 
However, we find new directions 
to go in. The show is the same, 
the scenery, the music and the 
lyrics, but every performance 
has to be fresh. It’s as sponta-
neous as us talking now. 
Do you get nervous before a 
performance? 
Yes, always. I get butterflies 
every time, but once I get on the 
stage, the nervous factor disap-
pears. It’s part of your perform-
ance. The nerves equal adrena-
lin. 
Do you get recognised in public? 
It does happen sometimes. Ob-
viously, the roles I have played 
make it difficult for people to 
recognise my face because of 
the makeup and costumes. How-
ever, I would be a bit concerned 
if someone recognised me from 
Phantom. 
Have you performed on the 
Costa del Sol before? 
Yes, at the Felipe VI Auditorium 
in Estepona in 2018, but I have 
not appeared at the Salón Vari-
etés, so I am really looking for-
ward to this.  
What can people expect to see 
at the Salón Varietés? 
Phantom has been a big part of 
my career, so this is the flagship 
of the show. The show is biopic 
through music really, and will 
present a personal journey 
through my career and the dif-
ferent musical styles I have per-
formed.

TONY BRYANT 
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T here was a relaxed atmos-
phere at last weekend’s 
Cómpeta Artwalk, which 

brought together more artists than 
ever before under the slogan ‘Fes-

tival of Creativity’.  
Polish trio Anna Konig, a ce-

ramist; Zbigniew Jan Stępniewski, 
a composer and musician; and 
poet Eliza Saroma-Stępniewska, 

who all live in the village, have 
taken over the organisation of the 
event. 

Now in its thirteenth year, the 
Artwalk brought together a wide 
variety of art styles by 60 artists 
from 10 countries. Painting, pho-
tography, sculpture and handi-
crafts, as well as live music, were   
on offer at 24 locations around the 
village.  

Venues 

Wika Weglinska exhibited unique  
crochet work, while Dutch couple 
Hubertine Hermus and Conne Min-
naert showed decoratively deco-
rated objects made of palm wood. 
Members of the LIK Academy for 
Photography and Design from Vi-
enna exhibited in the Siddhartha 
restaurant.  

Textile artist Jo Dennison shared 
her studio with Zbyszek Weglin-

ski from Poland. 
The old Fábrica de las Bragas 

provided a beautiful setting for a 
new exhibition space for several 
painters, including Gabriela Ehrling 
from Switzerland and Luca Mar-
chione and Rossana Ragusa from 
Italy.  

The extraordinary collages by 
Jilly Whitbread were also popular. 
Some exhibition venues took visi-
tors into private houses, which are 
worth seeing in themselves. 

In one of them, the English 3D 
artist Carole Walker showed ani-
mal figures she makes from felt 
and other materials.  

Live music took place in venues 
which included Galería Luz de la 
Vida, Plaza Almijara and the mu-
seum of traditions and a new com-
position by Zbigniew Jan 
Stępniewski was performed by the 
Malaga pianist Elena Mota García.

Live music in Galería  
Luz de la Vida. 

  MARLENE WÖRNER

 Art.  The village’s thirteenth Artwalk 
saw 60 artists from 10 different 
countries display their art in venues 
which included private houses, 
restaurants and a former factory

Cómpeta creates a 
‘festival of creativity’ 

M. WÖRNER / J. RHODES

Works by Hilary Mullany  
and Cómpeta Fine Arts 

 group   M. W.

More than 2,500 euros was raised for Cudeca 
during a fun sports day held in four different 
bars in Benalmádena last weekend. Organised 
by May Howard, the event included darts, pool 
and other typical British pub games.

British pub 
fun in aid 
of Cudeca

 SUR

MIJAS 

La Cala Lions visit 
Espacio Drang 

T. BRYANT.  Several members of 
the La Cala Lions Club headed 
to the cork forests that surround 
Mijas last week to visit the Es-
pacio Drang, an educational pro-
ject that brings children closer 
to nature. Along with learning 
about the group’s Education in 
Nature programme, the Lions, 
who have supported the ini-
tiative since its inception, were 
treated to a demonstration by 
the Drang Drummers, which 
consists of children from four 
to 12 years old.

SOCIETY SCENE

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE 

ARCH opens its doors 
for autumn festival 

T.B.  The ARCH horse sanctu-
ary in Alhaurín el Grande will 
open its doors to the public for 
its autumn festival, which will 
be held on Saturday 1 October. 
The event will take place from 
10am until 4pm and will in-
clude a barbecue, an artisan 
market, family fun and games, 
along with a flamenco dance 
show and live entertainment. 
There will also be a charity raf-
fle with prizes supplied by lo-
cal businesses. 

MIJAS 

Bazaar to raise 
diabetes  awareness 

T.B.  The Lions Diabetic Support 
Group in Mijas will hold its 
autumn bazaar at the Bar Tuta 
(Urbanización Jardín Botánico, 
Mijas) on Saturday 24 Septem-
ber. As well as offering free glu-
cose testing and information 
about diabetes, the event, 
which begins at 11am, will of-
fer a craft fair, a fun quiz and 
family games and activities. 
Lunch will be available for eight 
euros and tickets can be pur-
chased from the Lions’ char-
ity shop.

Espacio Drang in Mijas.  SUR
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N
obody who spends any 
time in Gibraltar can fail 
to become aware of  art-

ist Gustavo Bacarisas, as his 
works are very much in evidence 
and an art gallery in Casemates 
Square bears his name.  

 This prolific interna-
tional artist was born 
in Gibraltar on 23 
September 1872 
and his talent was 
spotted at a young 
age. He was so 
good that in 1892 
at the age of 19 a 
group of local busi-
nessmen funded a 
scholarship for 
him to study art in Rome,  at 

the Spanish Academy of Fine 
Arts.   

In Italy, his impressionist 
paintings immediately began to 
attract attention. He produced a 
self-portrait in 1902, and won 
first prize for a pastel portrait 
called Young Lady at an exhibi-
tion. His work was even praised 
by the Italian king and queen.   

In 1905 he moved to Paris and 
then went on to London to study 
further, before settling in Bue-
nos Aires for a few years. 

When he left Argentina he trav-
elled around America before set-

tling in Seville, Spain, in 
1914. The following 

year he took part in 
the National Fine 
Arts Competition 
in Madrid and his 
painting Sevilla 
en Fiestas was 
said to have been 
the most com-
mented-on work 
by the public.  

He continued to travel and 

received commissions from roy-
als and governments alike, and 
expanded his skills by designing 
theatre sets and costumes and 
producing sculptures and ceram-
ics. He even created a special ‘Ba-
carisas blue’, and often used it in 
his works.   

Gibraltar, where the artist was 

born, was always close to his 
heart. He returned often and lived 
there on and off. On 15 June 1961 
he became the first ever Honor-
ary Freeman of Gibraltar, and af-
ter he died in Seville in 1971, at 
the age of 98, his widow pre-
sented the people of Gibraltar 
with a large painting called Medi-

terranean and Atlantic Fleets in 
Gibraltar Harbour, which had 
been his express wish.    

The Gibraltar government, 
which tries to purchase any of 
his works that come up for sale, 
has been marking the 150th an-
niversary of his birth with a num-
ber of activities and events this 
week.  

Artist Gustavo Bacarisas was born in Gibraltar

Pintor Painter 

Pintura Painting 

Gibraltareño Gibraltarian 

Apellido Surname 

Patrocinador Sponsor 

Ciudadano Citizen 

Estudiar To study 

Galería Gallery 

Bellas artes Fine arts 

Paisaje Landscape 

Autorretrato Self-portrait 

Escultura Sculpture 

Pincelada Brushstroke 

Cartel Poster 

Azulejos Tiles 

Primavera Spring 

Espíritu Spirit 

Exposición Exhibition 

LANGUAGE 
FOOTNOTE

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY?

E23 SEPTEMBER 1872

Bacarisas painting Sevilla en Fiestas.  SUR
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The work of this prolific 
and much-travelled artist 
attracted attention at an 
early age and he received 
commissions from royals 
and governments, 
among many others
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GARDENING

Wrightia religiosa is a tropi-
cal shrub native to China, Indo 
China and Malaysia. Common 
names include wild water 
plum, water jasmine and sa-
cred Buddhist. 

It is not easy to find as a 
shrub as it is usually grown 
as a Bonsai. It is revered by 
the Buddhist religion which 
regards it as a sacred plant 

and  uses it in Bonsai form to 
scent their temples and pa-
godas. It is also grown near 
homes and used as a formal 
hedge.   

Wrightia religiosa is a mem-
ber of the dogbane family, Apo-
cynaceae, and has narrow ob-
late leaves, sometimes slightly 
hairy, and thin 
branches. The 

white flowers, which can ap-
pear all year in temperate cli-
mates, form in loose, pendu-
lous bunches and are very fra-
grant. After flowering, pairs of 
bean-like pods form, up to 
15cm long.  

It is very vigorous, especially 
if fed regularly during the grow-
ing season, and should be 

trimmed regularly to pro-
mote branching. This 

trait makes it an 
easy Bonsai sub-

ject as  the 
branches can 
be cut back 
and wired to 
form stun-
ning shapes.  

The water 
jasmine, as 

its name sug-
gests, needs 

abundant water. 
The soil should be 

free-draining and 
never allowed to dry 

out.  In shade the branches 
can become very thin and weak 
and flowering will be reduced, 
a location in full sun with some 
afternoon shade would be ideal.  

As it is not cold hardy, it will 
need to be moved indoors or to 
a greenhouse during the winter 
and may drop all its leaves. if the 
root ball is kept protected, it 
should reshoot in spring. 

In traditional medicine, the 
roots are dried and ground to 
treat skin diseases, the flowers 
for aromatherapy and all parts 
of the plant are used to treat 
snake bites and scorpion stings. 
Ayurvedic medicine also uses 
the astringent bark to treat piles 
and skin diseases, and is used 
to treat chronic diarrhoea and 
dysentery. 

The genus Wrightia is named 
after Dr William Wright (1740 - 
1827), who was a Scottish phy-
sician and botanist.

Water jasmine

Calling all gardeners  

We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens, or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when out 
and about. Why not share 
them with others? Email 

your photos to english@di-
ariosur.es or send them to 
SUR in English, Avda Dr Ma-
rañón 48, 29009 Málaga, 
with a caption and a few 
words of explanation. Alter-
natively, you can send them 
to us via Facebook (sureng-
lish) or Twitter 
(@SUR_English).

READERS’ PHOTOS

Wrightia religiosa and close up of flower (inset).     WIKIMEDIA

DENISE BUSH
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Deborah Nelson sent in this photo of Impatiens balsamina which 
she grew from seed she bought online and which have been flow-
ering all summer. The genus is commonly called Busy Lizzie and 
there are over 1,000 recognised species.

Impatiens balsamina

 DEBORAH NELSON

“The birds will really appreciate the bumper crop of berries on this 
Pyracantha,” says reader Alison García who sent in this photograph. 
Pyracantha is quite drought resistant and is often used on central 
reservations on the motorway.

Autumn berries

 ALISON GARCÍA
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Live music from Rocío Starry entertained guests during welcome 
drinks on the terrace of Play Mijas restaurant. KARL SMALLMAN

Malaga University representatives with their book and Elena Blanco (centre), President of the Asociación 
de la Prensa de Málaga. K.S.

The gala dinner was 
attended by members 
and guests, including 
representatives of the 
Spanish press 
association and Malaga 
University

Freelance travel writer and CPC member Andrew Forbes (left) with club treasurer  Pe-
ter Leonard at the 20th anniversary event. K.S.

Guest Connie Hesketh with Liz Parry, CPC second vice president, and Rachel Haynes, 
editor of SUR in English. K.S.

A pair of presidents: Elena Blanco (APM) and Jesper 
Sander Pederson of the Costa Press Club. K.S.

CPC vice president, Neil Hesketh, mingles during pre-
dinner drinks at the Play Mijas restaurant. K.S.

Joanna Styles (left), secretary of the Costa Press Club, 
with guests at the reception for the gala dinner. K.S.

SUR IN ENGLISH

T
he Costa Press Club 
celebrated its 20th an-
niversary on Tuesday 

with a gala dinner at the Play 
Mijas restaurant. The event,  
which kicked-off with canapés  
and live music  provided by 
Rocío Starry on the terrace, 
was a tribute to the diversity 
of foreign communities on the 
Costa del Sol and the media 
organisations that serve them. 

Among the guests were 
Elena Blanco, President of the 
Asociación de la Prensa de 
Málaga (APM), and staff from 
the Faculty of Journalism at 
Malaga University. Laura López 
and Juan Antonio García Gal-
indo presented the CPC with 
a copy of their book entitled 
Los Medios en Lengua Extran-
jera: Diversidad Cultural e In-
tegración, the result of aca-

demic research into foreign-
language media on the Costa 
del Sol. 

Jesper Sander Pedersen, 
President of the Costa Press 
Club, spoke after the dinner 
about the history of the club, 
whose members represent all 
the foreign-language media 
on the coast, and thanked all 
those who had contributed to 
the club over the years and all 

who had made the anniversary 
event so successful. 

The event culminated in a 
raffle with prizes donated by 
local companies, organisations 
and club members. These in-
cluded Nikki Beach, Gómez & 
Molina Joyeros, InSpain, Casa 
Rural Montejaque - Serranía 
de Ronda, Puente Romano, Vis-
ual Spain 360, The Bobby Bear, 
Helle Hollis, El Corte Inglés, 
Vegetalia, Joan Fallon, Patrick 
Meehan, Georgina Oliver and 
Costa Women. 

CPC membership is open to 
anyone with a background in 
journalism or media content  
provision including print, on-
line digital, photography, tele-
vision and radio. 

Costa Press Club celebrates 20 years 
uniting foreign-language communicators

GALA ANNIVERSARY
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EXHIBITIONS 

Casa de las Tejerinas 

ESTEPONA.  Casa de Las Tejerinas, 

Plaza del Flores. 
Marta Bernad. Until 28 September. 
An exhibition by plastic artist Marta 
Bernad inspired by nature. 
Soledad Fernández. Until 28 Sep-
tember. A display of realist paintings 
by visual artist Soledad Fernández. 

Otros Mundos 
MARBELLA. Until 31 September. 

Marbella Marina   
The exhibition, Otros mundos. Viaje 
por el sistema solar, consists of forty 
photographs in large format of the 
solar system by American filmmaker, 
artist and writer Michael Benson.  

María José Álvarez Barea 

MIJAS COSTA. Until 26 September. 

Centro Cultural La Cala de Mijas. 
A selection of paintings are on dis-
play by this artist. 

Sala Alfajar 
MALAGA. From 23 September until 

13 November. C/Císter 1.  

Belin: Neogénesis. The internation-
ally renowned graffiti artist Miguel 
Ángel Belinchón (Belin) is exhibiting 
a selection of his works. 
Tito Alfarero. The Úbeda artist Tito 
Alfarero is the third generation of 
ceramacists and is displaying some of 
his creations.  www.alfajar.es  

Centre Pompidou 

MALAGA. Muelle Uno. 

https://centrepompidou-malaga.eu/ 

Urban Weekend. From 29 Septem-
ber until 1 October. Artists such as 
Sicario, La Eme, Fasim, D.Darko, 
Natalia Pérez, Tayzen, Juande 

Pacheco and Ginger form part of 
this cultural event which culminates 
in a concert by the Dolores y Maz-
morras band. There will be demon-
strations of graffiti art and urban 
dance techniques among other 
activities. 
Un Tiempo Propio. Until 15 October 

2023. The semi-permanent exhibition 
includes over 100 works by various 
artists such as Picasso’s sculpture Girl 
With A Skipping Rope, sculptures by 
Philippe Starck and Hans Brockhage 
as well as works by Braque, Derain, 
Jean Coctain, Henri Matisse and Pica-
bia among many others.  

Beatriz Taillefer 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Until 8 October. 

Sala El Pósito.  
The exhibition consists of a selection 
of 17 works by Beatriz Taillefer. The 
artist works in watercolour and 
acrylic. 

TORREMOLINOS 

One of the highlights of 
the week is the 
traditional pilgrimage, 
which takes place on 
Sunday 25 September    

TONY BRYANT  

Torremolinos will welcome 
the return this weekend of the 
festivities to honour the town’s 
patron, the archangel San 
Miguel. Leisure, culture and 
tradition will go hand in hand 
from Saturday 24 September, 
when the activities will kick 
off with the 27th edition of the 
classic car parade, which will 
leave from the Plaza Blas 
Infante at 10.30am.  

One of the highlights of the 
town’s cultural agenda takes 
place on Sunday 25, when 
tens of thousands of people 
will converge on Torremolinos 
to participate in the colourful 
romeria.  

The pilgrimage, which is the 
second-biggest in Spain - after 
the romeria to the shrine of El 
Rocío in Huelva in May – will 
begin with a mass at the her-
mitage of San Miguel at 
9.15am, after which, the pro-
cession will begin its journey 
through the streets of the 

town. 
This year, more than 60 

gaily-decorated caravans and 
floats pulled by oxen and trac-
tors will participate in the pa-
rade, which will recover its 
original route through the 
Plaza Costa del Sol, Avenida 
Palma de Mallorca, and on to 
the El Pinar pine forest. 

The gypsy-style caravan 
convoy is followed by thou-
sands of revellers in colourful 
flamenco dresses and typical 
rociero-type attire, who head 
to the fairground and sur-
rounding forest to enjoy a day 
of fun and festivities.  

The town has just three 
days to recover, before the 
Feria de San Miguel com-
mences on Wednesday 28 
September, and continues un-
til Sunday 2 October. 

The festivities will begin at 
6pm with a floral offering to 
San Miguel in the Madre del 
Buen Consejo Church, after 
which, the masses will head to 
the feria ground for the official 
opening of the casetas and the 
fairground attractions.  

Children will enjoy reduced 
fees on most of the attractions 
on Sunday 2 October. 

The municipal auditorium 
will present a series of con-
certs each night of the fair, 
and these will include per-

formances by the Estepona 
singer and actress, Ana Mena; 
Torremolinos pop band, 
Danza Invisible; the rock, pop 
and funk band, Efecto Pasillo; 
and Los Rebujitos, a duo from 
Cadiz that perform flamenco-
infused pop music.  

The daytime activities will 
take place between 1pm and 
6pm in Plaza Costa del Sol, 
Plaza La Nogalera, Calle San 
Miguel and Plaza de Europa, 

where there will be perform-
ances of flamenco, jazz and 
folk music and dance every 
day.  

As well, many of the bars 
and restaurants in the town 
will join in the festivities by 
presenting live music. The 
bunting-festooned bars come 
alive with couples dancing 
rumba and Sevillanas, and the 
ambience is one of good old-
fashioned Andalusian fun.

Thousands of people enjoy the traditional romeria in Torremolinos.  SUR. 

Torremolinos feria to offer a week of 
leisure, culture and colourful tradition 

Belin, Sala Alfajar, Malaga



September 23rd to 29th 2022 
SUR IN ENGLISH  37



 September 23rd to 29th 2022 
SUR IN ENGLISHWHAT TO DO38

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
MALAGA. CAC Málaga - La Coracha.  
Cristina Lama. Entretanto. Until 13 
November. The Seville artist Cristina 

Lama is exhibiting a selection of oils 

on canvas ranging from figurative to 

abstract compositions.   

Ana Flores Young Exhibition 
MALAGA. Until 29 September. Caja 
Blanca,  Avda Editor Ángel Caffaren. 
The artist Ana Flores paintings as 

well as a selection of works, includ-

ing photographs, sculptures, draw-

ings and paintings, created by 15-35 

year-old students that live or study in 

the area. 

Harley Davidson exhibition 
MALAGA. 24, 25 September. Venta 
Galwey, Carretera los Montes. 
At the exhibition, which is touring 

Spain, visitors will be able to try out 

examples of the Pan America, Sport-

ster S, Nightster and some ST models 

of Harley Davidson motorbikes.  

Carmen Thyssen Museum 
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 10am - 
8pm Tuesday to Sunday. 
Letters. Until 25 September. The 

Thyssen museum is exhibiting 34 let-

ters written by artists such as Van 

Gogh, Frida Kahlo, Pisarro, Degas, 

Manet and Lucien Freud among oth-

ers, alongside some of the most 

important artworks.  

Negra es la Noche. Until 25 Septem-
ber. The temporary exhibition is a 

selection of works by three artists, 

José Gutiérrez Solana, Pancho Cossío 

and Francisco Bores. The works illus-

trate the sordid side of daily life in 

Spain with marginalised groups of 

people, retrobates and down-and-

outs.  www.carmenthyssen-

malaga.org 

Museum Jorge Rando  
MALAGA. Until 26 September. C/ 
Cruz del Molinillo.  
The Jorge Rando museum is celebrat-

ing its seventh anniversary this year 

and has a special exhibition entitled 

Soldados by Jorge Rando. The new 

exhibitions at the Jorge Rando are 

Años jóvenes de un viejo maestro (1st 

part) and Ein ukrainisches Requiem, 

the latter painted this year by the 

artist. www.jorgerando.org 

MUSIC AND DANCE 

Salón Varietés 

FUENGIROLA. 7.30pm daily, 7pm 
Sunday. The Salon Varietés Theatre, 
Calle Emancipación.  
A Night with The Phantom. 30 Sep-

tember, 1 October. Michael Sterling 

will take you on a  journey through 

his 35 year career, featuring hits 

from Phantom Of The Opera, Les 

Misérables, Sunset Boulevard, 

Jeckyll and Hyde, Chess, Rat Pack, 

We Will Rock You, Andrea Bocelli 

and many more. Tickets: salonvarie-

tes.com 

Festival 2022 
BENALMÁDENA. Auditorio de 
Benalmádena.  
Tribute acts organised by The Festival 

of Legends. 

23 September, 8.30pm. Pink Floyd. 

25 September, 6.30pm. Coco chil-

dren’s show. 

30 September, 7pm. Abba, Cher and 

back to the 80s. 

Tickets: www.elcorteingles.es/entra-

das/ 

The Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
MALAGA. Various venues. 
29, 30 September, 8pm. Teatro Cer-

vantes. Music from composers Dvo-

rak and Schubert. www.teatrocervan-

tes.com 

La Posada 
MALAGA. Vincci Posada del Patio, 
Pasillo de Sta Isabel. 9.30pm Every 
Friday, 
23 September. Tony Caballero 

30 September. Rosa Ruiz & Foki. 

www.tallerblues.es   

Museum concerts 
MALAGA. Free. 
Museo Carmen Thyssen.  

30 September, 7pm. Promúsica 

www.carmenthyssenmalaga.org/ 

Picasso Museum.  

29 September, 8pm. A recital by the 

Orquesta Filarmónica de Málaga pian-

ist Pablo Amorós. 

S!ngulares 
MALAGA. Teatro Cervantes.  
23 September, 8pm. Flamenco with 

Rosario La Tremendita. 

25 September, 7pm. Singer, David 

Palomar presents his new album. 

 Tickets www.teatrocervantes.com 

Ismael Serrano  
MALAGA. 24 September, 8pm. Teatro 
Cervantes.  
Singer Ismael Serrano combines thea-

tre, poetry and emotions in this con-

cert. Tickets: www.teatrocervan-

tes.com 

Marbella Arena 
MARBELLA. 
24 September, 6pm. Absolute 90s. 

Seven artists and four DJs offer a 

retro evening of concerts. 

https://marbellaarena.com/ 

Pepe Romero Guitar Festival 
MALAGA. From 22 until 30 Septem-
ber.  
23 September. La Alcazaba. Malaga 

guitar legend Rafael Aguirrre will be 

playing pieces by Paco de Lucía, Isaac 

Albéniz, Chopin and Joaquín Rodrigo 

among others. 

24, 25 September, 12pm. Museo Car-

men Thyssen. Malaga-born fla-

menco and classical guitarist Dav-

inia Ballesteros will be performing a 

solo recital on 24th. The following 

day, Carmen Muyor (vocals) and 

Quique Peña (classical guitar) will 

perform in the Patio de Banderas in 

Malaga town hall. Both concerts are 

free. 

24 September, 9pm. Plaza  de Armas, 

Castillo Gibralfaro. Actor Héctor Alte-

rio will perform ‘Como hace 3,000 

años’ accompanied by guitarist and 

composer José Luis Merlin. 

25 September, 8pm. Teatro Echega-

ray. Flamenco guitarist Daniel Casares 

will be in concert. 

28 September, 7pm. Sala Unicaja 

Maria Cristina. José Miguel Moreno in 

concert. Tickets: www.mientrada.net 

Cristina Lama, La Coracha Malaga.

Ana Flores, Malaga
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Pink Floyd tribute 
BENALMÁDENA. 23 September, 

8.30pm. Auditorio de Benalmádena. 

The  Wall, a Pink Floyd tribute band, 

will be performing many of the leg-

endary band’s classics. Tickets 20€ in 

advance or 25€ on the door. Call: 633 

647260. 

V Encuentro Poético 
BENAQUE. 24 September, 8pm. Casa 

Museo Salvador Rueda.  

A recital of Spanish, French and Ara-

bic poetry as well as concerts by vari-

ous musicians including Swingate and 

Blanca Mota.  

Glam Rock concert 
BENALMÁDENA. 24 September, 

8pm. Sunset Beach Club Hotel. 

The Spiders from Marbs, David Bowie 

tribute band, will be performing. 

Tickets 10€ on the door. 

Verbena de Las Angustias 
BENAQUE. 24 September, from 

12.30pm. Caseta Gloria Bendita.  

The Cofradía de Las Angustias are 

celebrating the V Fiesta Caseta Gloria 

Bendita with live music, dancing and 

a paella. 

Verbena de la Resurreción y 
Estrella 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. 24 September, 

from 2pm. Camino Viejo de Málaga   

A free paella and performances by 

the Candilejas Fusión, Ana Belén and 

Cristina Gallardo dance schools as 

well as flamenco with Juan García 

and Christian Martín and a concert by 

Séfora. Activities for children, bouncy 

castle etc.  

Málagacrea Rock 
MALAGA. Until 24 September, 

7.30pm. Auditorio Eduardo Ocón.  

The competition showcases young  

musical talent in Andalucía. Many 

genres of music are represented 

including pop, rock, rap and fusion 

among others.  

CalaPop Weekend 2022 
MIJAS COSTA. 23, 24 September, El 

Charcón Beach 

The concerts, of which there are 

around a dozen planned, include vari-

ous genres from punk rock and 

garage to pop and ska. The Norwe-

gian punk band The Yum Yums, will 

headline the festival. Audience num-

bers are limited to 300 people.  

Noches de Flamenco 
MALAGA. 24 September, 8.30pm. 

Colmao de la Peña Juan Breva, . 

A flamenco show with the Cuadro 

Flamenco de Coral Moreno. Price: 

20€ per person, includes a drink and 

aperitif. Reservations: 687 607 526 

THEATRE AND OPERA 

Thespa 

FUENGIROLA. 28 September, 

6.45pm. Masonic Hall, Edificio Bou-

gainvillea, Los Boliches. 

Comedy and music from ITS followed 

by a meal and Rest In Pieces by 

James Cooke. Members 16€ and 

guests 18€. Reservations (by 26 Sep-

tember): thespabooking@gmail.com 

CHARITY 

ARCH Autumn Fest 

ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE.  1st Octo-

ber, 10am-4pm, Hacienda Moreno. 

An artisan market, family games, bar-

becue and raffle. In addition, there 

will be a flamenco show and live 

music. Proceeds will help the many 

animals being cared for at the Centre 

and will go towards feed and vets’ 

bills. More information on Facebook: 

Centro Andalusi de Rescate de Cabal-

los or www.horserescuespain.org 

Catwalk Gala 

RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA.  23 Sep-

tember, 8pm. ASALBEZ centre, Paseo 

de la Marina. 25€ donation. 

The Association for families and suf-

ferers of Alzheimer’s Bezmiliana 

(ASALBEZ) is holding its 6th Gala 

Pasarela Benéfica. The fashion show 

will include models aged between 20 

and 83 years old who will be wearing 

clothing supplied by local boutiques 

and businesses. Tickets from the cen-

treor call: 610 620 106.   

Walking Football charity match 
BENALMÁDENA PUEBLO.  4 Octo-

ber, 2.30pm. Ramón Rico football pitch.

A charity football match to raise 

funds for the Dementia and Alz-

heimer’s Support Group. Besides the 

friendly match between The Cheaters 

and The Ladykillers, female and male 

‘older’ teams, members of both who 

will be attired in pink frou frou skirts 

and sequins etc there will be food 

and drinks, stalls and a raffle. 

Hollywood-themed gala dinner 
BENALMÁDENA/TORREMOLINOS. 
24 September, 7pm. Hotel Torreque-

brada Estival. 80€  

The event has been organised to 

raise funds for the Spanish Associa-

tion Against Cancer (AECC), which 

offers help and support to patients 

and their families. Tickets for the 

event, which will include a welcome 

cocktail on arrival, a three-course 

meal and entertainment, are avail-

able from the AECC headquarters in 

Arroyo de la Miel, or online: entra-

dium.com. 

Marbella 4Days Walking 

MARBELLA. From 6 until 9 October. 

Plaza del Mar, Paseo Marítimo.  

There are four walking routes to 

choose from, beach, green route,   

panoramic route and a lake route. A 

refreshment after the day walking 

and then dancing and music. To reg-

ister: www.marbella4dayswalk-

ing.com 

LECTURES AND SERVICES 

The Arts Society  

BENAHAVÍS. 27 September, doors 

open 5.30pm. Town Hall of Bena-

havís. 

A lavishly illustrated talk by popular 

art historian Leslie Primo on ‘Foreign-

ers in London 1520-1677 – the Artists 

who Changed the Course of British 

Art’. Are they still doing so today? 

Free to members, non members 12€. 

www.theartssocietybenahavis.com 

Remembrance Service for Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II  
MALAGA. 7 October, 7pm. The Eng-

lish Cemetery, St George’s Church. 

A service of commemoration and 

thanksgiving. 

TORRE DEL MAR. 23 September, 

12pm. Lux mundi Ecumenical centre. 

Lux Mundi will hold a short memorial 

service in memory of Queen Eliza-

beth during the coffee morning. 

FUENGIROLA. 24 September, 3pm. 

Salon Varietés. 

A memorial service by the Royal Brit-

ish Legion. 

There’s “more beer than 
ever” in Torrox this 
weekend as the town 
with Malaga’s largest 
German community 
celebrates Oktoberfest 

JENNIE RHODES  

TORROX. Oktoberfest will 
return to Torrox this week-
end. The German beer festi-
val will run until Sunday 
along the Avenida Esperanto 
in Torrox Costa. 

With 2,000 Germans regis-
tered on the town hall’s ‘pa-
drón’, Torrox claims to be 
home to mainland Spain’s 
largest German community. 
The mayor, Óscar Medina 
said, “Torrox is the munici-
pality where German tourism 
was born. It is ‘little Germany’ 
because we are the munici-
pality with most Germans 
registered in the peninsula.” 

There’s live music and a 
wide variety of German beers 

as well as tastings of craft 
beer. Traditional German 
food such as pork knuckle 
and sausages are also avail-
able. There is a children’s 
area, double the amount of 
seating to previous years and 
a marquee to provide shade. 

Traditional costume 

The town hall has encouraged 
all residents and visitors to 
attend dressed in typical 

German costume. 
Live music will begin at 

4pm and finish around 10pm 
each day. DJ Nando will be 
playing every evening at 7pm 
with DJ Worzel at 9pm. 

There’ll be an additional 
performance at 6pm on Sat-
urday by the group Bandido.  

For a full programme and 
further information visit: 
www.torrox.es or Facebook 
‘Torrox Oktoberfest’.

A previous Oktoberfest in Torrox.   SUR

Celebrate Oktoberfest in  
the Costa’s ‘little Germany’

Yum Yums,  CalaPop Weekend
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FIESTAS AND FERIAS 

Feria Real de San Miguel 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. From 27 Septem-

ber until 2 October. 

The San Miguel Feria is celebrated 

with concerts and dancing during 

both day and night ferias.   . 

TORREMOLINOS. 25 (romería), 28 

September until 2 October. 

The romería is celebrated on 25th 

while the main feria takes place from 

28 September until 2 October with a 

Feria de Día and a Feria de Noche. 

Live music and dance performances. 

www.torremolinos.es 

MORE IDEAS 

Singles Night 

BENALMÁDENA MARINA. 24 Sep-

tember, 8pm. Terrace bar, Av. Juan 

Sebastián Elcano. 10€. 

Glass of champagne on arrival and 

music with a DJ. More information:   

Instagram @hush.singles  

Bonsai Exhibition 
BENALMÁDENA. Until 24 Septem-

ber. Casa de la Cultura. 

The annual Bonsai exhibition takes 

place this weekend with over 30 

examples of the art form including 

olives, pine trees and various decidu-

ous trees.  

Family English Cemetery Days 
MALAGA. Saturdays, 10am-2pm. 

Avda de Pries, 1. 

Book a family visit to the English 

Cemetery and discover some fasci-

nating Malaga history - all in both 

English and Spanish. Reserve a time 

slot on https://cementerioingles-

malaga.org/ 

Lux Mundi  
TORRE DEL MAR. Lux Mundi Ecu-

menical Centre, Avda Moscatel. Coach 

trip to Cartagena and Murcia. 3-7 

October. Bed&breakfast at the 3* 

Sercotel Carlos III. Tickets: dble 

340€ or 320€ with a Friend of Lux 

Mundi card. Bookings: 952543334 

or email: luxmundi@lux-mundi.org 

O. V. FILMS 

SUR in English advises calling cine-

mas to check for any last-minute 

time changes. Lunchtime and late 

night screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 

Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 

902902103. www.yelmocines.es.  

Don’t Worry Darling: 21.20 (Fri, Sat, 

Sun). 

Spiderman No Way Home: 13.20 

(Sun). 

Ticket To Paradise: 22.00 (Fri, Sat, 

Sun).  

Happy Days are Here Again with 

André Rieu: 20.00 (23, 29 Sept). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 

Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 

www.yelmocines.es 

Don’t Worry Darling: 19.40 (Tues). 

Ticket To Paradise: 19.40 (Tues). 

Happy Days are Here Again with 

André Rieu: 20.00 (23, 29 Sept). 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 

Tel: 902220922 

Don’t Worry Darling:  12.25 (Sun); 

19.50 (Tues); 21.15 (every day). 

Spiderman No Way Home: 21.55 

(Tues). 

Three Thousand Years Of Longing: 

22.30 (Tues). 

Ticket To Paradise: 20.20 (Tues). 

Happy Days are Here Again with 

André Rieu: 20.00 (23, 29 Sept). 

Cinesur Miramar  
FUENGIROLA. Avda de la 

Encarnación. Tel: 952198600. 

Bullet Train: 21.45 (every day) . 

Orphan: First Kill: 19.45 (every day). 

Three Thousand Years of Longing: 

16.45 (Tues). 

Ticket To Paradise:  12.15 (Sat, Sun); 

17.30 (Fri-Thurs). 

Don’t Worry Darling: 16.30 (Sat, 

Sun), 17.15 (Fri, Mon-Thurs). 

Bullet Train: 21.45 (Sat). 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 

1. Tel: 667773187. 

Don’t Worry Darling: 17.40 (Tues). 

Ticket To Paradise: 17.55 (Tues). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com.  

Don’t Worry Darling:  17.00, 19.30 

(every day), 17.00, 22.15 (Mon). 

Crimes Of The Future: 16.30, 18.30, 

20.15 (every day), 20.15 (Mon). 

Good Luck To You Leo Grande : 

20.30, 22.25 (every day) 

Malaga Festival 
MALAGA. C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 

902360295. www.cinealbeniz.com.  

To Kill a Mockingbird:  18.30 (Mon). 

Seven Days in May:  18.30 (24 Oct). 

Gaslight:  18.30 (28 November). 

Elmer Gantry:  18.30 (19 December). 

Tickets: www.unientradas.es 

Red Dog 
PUERTO BANÚS. Avda Julio Iglesias. 

https://reddogcinemas.com/ 

Around the World in Eighty Days: 

12.00 (Sun), 15.15, 17.00 (Sat, Sun); 

17.15 (Mon-Thurs). 

Bullet Train: 19.10, 21.30 (Mon-

Thurs); 19.15, 21.40 (Sat, Sun). 

Minions, The Rise of Gru: 12.30 

(Sun). 

Don’t Worry Darling: 20.45 (Mon-

Thurs, English no subtitles). 16.30, 

18.45 (Mon-Thurs); 15.00, 19.40 

(Sat, Sun). 

Spiderman No Way Home: 17.00, 

20.00 (every day). 

Paws of Fury: The Legend of Hank: 

12.00 (Sun). 

The Invitation:  18.45 (every day). 

Ticket To Paradise: 15.00, 19.00, 

21.10 (Sat, Sun); 19.15, 21.20 (Mon-

Thurs). 

Autocine Málaga 
MALAGA. Guadalhorce Industrial 

Estate. Ctra. de la Azucarera 

Intelhorce. www.autocines.com/cine-

malaga/  

Bohemian Rhapsody: 21.00 (Wed).

MARBELLA 

The 11th edition of Marbella 4Days 
Walking is going to be a special one. 
The annual walking event which 
promotes healthy living, takes place 
from 6 to 9 October and offers walk-
ing routes of 10, 20 and 30km along 
the beach, in the countryside, via 
spectacular view points or around 
a lake. To register go to the web-
site www.marbella4dayswalk-
ing.com  

For the first time this year, there 
will be the Marbella 4Days Fiesta 
which is open to everybody, not 
just walkers and their families. The 
evenings of entertainment will be  
held in the Walking/Fiesta Village 
at the Plaza del Mar in Marbella. 

Themed Parties 

The opening evening, a White Party, 
takes place on Wednesday, 5 Octo-

ber at 7pm. Each of the following 
evenings start at 6pm. The second 
evening (Thursday) features Mar-
bella Rock, the best blues and rock 
music throughout the ages. Friday 
is dedicated to The Summer of Love 
with popular dance music. The clos-
ing party is on Saturday and called  
Bubbles & Beats, it will feature soul 
music and bubbles. 

Honouring the musical traditions 
of Andalucía, on Thursday and Fri-
day at 5.30pm, there will be per-
formances by the dancers of the  
Paquita Jesús dance school. 

During the day, Plaza del Mar will 
be the Walking Village with live mu-
sic and entertainment. Entry is free 
and open to everyone. From 6pm 
onwards, the Plaza will have food, 
drinks, entertainment, live artists, 
and DJs to ensure an unforgetta-
ble and fun evening.  

Tickets for the Fiestas are avail-
able from ww.marbella4dayswalk-
ing.com/party

Marbella 4Days Walking 
announce new addition of 
evening entertainment

MARBELLA 4DAYS WALKING

Walkers from a previous year taking a break.

MORE INFORMATION 

Call Maria Kuper: 646806016 
or email: maria@marbe-
lla4dayswalking.com 

hhttps://marbella4dayswalk-
ing.com/

Museums in Malaga city 
are offering free guided 
visits in English and  
Almuñécar-La 
Herradura its boat trips 

JENNIE RHODES  

MALAGA. A number of muse-
ums in Malaga city are organ-
ising special events to mark 
World Tourism Day (WTD) on 
Tuesday 27 September. 

Under the banner, ‘Re-
thinking Tourism’, The city’s 
Museo del Patrimonio Mu-
nicipio is offering free guided 
tours. The tour in English is 
from 5 to 6pm and another,  
in Spanish, is from 6 to 7pm.   
No booking is required but 
spaces are limited to 25 
people. 

The CAC is offering free 
talks on its current exhibi-
tions on Tuesday; Osgemeos 
and James Rielly. The talks 
will be at 12pm and 6pm. The 
museum has free entry from 

9am until 9.30pm. 
The Thyssen Museum is 

also offering free guided tours 
in English on Tuesday at 
11am, 5pm and 7pm.  Places 
are limited to 20 people per 
visit and those interested 
should sign up at the recep-
tion on the day.  

A programme of events is 
being organised by Almuñé-
car-La Herradura town hall 
from 26 to 28 September, 
including boat trips and 
guided tours. For further 
information and booking 
visit: www.almunecar.es.

Sign up to World Tourism 
Day activities on the Costas

Visitors to Mupam in Malaga.  SUR

English cemetery days, Malaga
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J ames Rielly’s new exhibi-
tion at the Contemporary 
Art Centre in Malaga (CAC) 

opened this week and runs un-
til 27 November. Called Work, 
Rest and Play, it consists of 
around 40 works, including wa-
tercolours, which this British 
artist has produced in the past 
two decades, reflecting on sub-
jects such as power, human 
complexity, family relationships 
and narcissism.    

Rielly’s works are character-
ised by the use of a very strik-
ing palette of colours, although 
this exhibition is a good way to 
see how his work has evolved in 
recent years and that he decided 
to vary his style to make those 
looking at his work lean towards 
joy and happiness.  

“I’m very happy to be discov-
ering colour. When I was young 
I used to use paler, softer shades 
but as I grew older I wanted to 
incorporate brighter colours to 
show off the happiness there is 
in my work,” he explained at the 
inauguration of the exhibition.   

Curiously, this happiness is 
hidden behind characters - 
mainly children - who at first 
sight appear to be burdened with 
sadness, with tear-stained faces 

and sorrowful expressions, crea-
ting an array of feelings in the 
spectator which are completely 
open to the imagination. 

 However, not all the tears in 
these works are caused by grief, 
but also by joy.  

“I always see the act of crying 
as a  positive thing. It’s so-
mething everyone does and for 
me it represents joy rather than 
sadness. I’m not a religious per-
son but I like the imagery of 
Catholic iconography where 
tears have a different significan-
ce,” he said.   

The inspiration for his pain-
tings, especially those depicting 
children, he explained, comes 
from his personal experience, 
his paternal figure and the de-
sire to protect his children from 
the outside world, although it 
may awaken a different senti-
ment in each person who looks 
at it.  

“I never know how the public 

are going to react, but I’m an ar-
tist who likes this freedom of ex-
pression and I always think that 
everyone invents their own sto-
ries and my work evokes so-
mething in them,” Rielly said.  

Fernando Francés, the cura-
tor of the exhibition, said that 
Rielly’s works invite visitors to 
question aspects such as the 
evolution of each stage of our 
life, from beginning to end.   

“James Rielly is different. 
Behind this explosion of colour 
and pop he is giving us a mes-
sage, he is saying not everything 
we see is what it appears to be. 
I’m very attracted by this idea 
of showing what isn’t, a bit like 
Alice in Wonderland, with a mi-
rror in which we can see oursel-
ves but what is important is what 
is behind the mirror,” he said.   

In his youth, James Rielly 
spent some time living in a mo-
nastery in northern India and 
this, with his travels elsewhere 
in the country, has had a major 
impact on his creations. So 
much so, in fact, that he has even 
used khadi paper for his most 
recent works. This is a sheet of 
paper, similar to papyrus, which 
once made is left to dry in the 
sand, creating a texture like 
small ripples and giving the 
effect of having been made by 
hand.   

It is on this material that he 
has created numerous faces and 
different figures, where circu-
lar elements, stripes and masked 
faces with big blue eyes are pre-
dominant, a key piece in the 
work of this artist, with which 
he seeks to emphasise this 
hidden expressiveness of the 
character, although he always 
hides something mysterious 
behind it.   

“I like simple stories that are 
hiding something. Always, in 
stories or tales, there is a part 
which is said and another which 
isn’t said, beating away there. 
And that is something that I like 
to be reflected in my work,” he 
explained. 

 Exhibition.  The British artist is 
showing around 40 works, including 
watercolours, produced in the past 
two decades, in an exhibition that 
runs until 27 November

James Rielly’s 
view of life at the 
CAC in Malaga 

“I always see the act of 
crying as positive. For 
me it represents joy 
rather than sadness” 

James Rielly in front of  
two of his works at the  

Contemporary Art Centre. 
  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

ANABEL NIÑO
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Inés Moreno, working in 
collaboration with the 
University of Texas, has 
identified a non-invasive 
treatment which may 
slow down Alzheimer’s 

ÁNGEL ESCALERA
 

MALAGA. A new study carried out 
by a scientist at Malaga univer-
sity, in collaboration with the 
University of Texas, has identi-
fied a non-invasive treatment 
which may slow down Alz-
heimer’s Disease. In a pre-clini-
cal model (using laboratory ani-
mals), Inés Moreno has man-
aged to reduce the amount of 
toxic proteins in the brain – their 
accumulation is the main cause 
of neuronal death in this illness 
– by 40 to 80 per cent. 

These proteins are also found 
in the blood, and Moreno says 
they are balanced with the brain: 
if they go up in the brain they 
also go up in the blood, and vice 
versa. Therefore, she says, elimi-
nating these accumulations of 
toxins can be used as a treat-
ment for the illness.  

Her work has been pub-
lished in the Nature 
group’s Molecular Psy-
chiatry magazine. 

“Most present treat-
ments for Alzheimer’s 
aim to eliminate toxic 
proteins from the brain,” 

says Moreno, but what is 
new is that her research 
proposes reducing them 
in the blood as well. 

“We have seen that if 
we remove toxins from 
the blood, those in the 
brain will move to the 

blood to maintain the balance, 
and that can result in an im-
provement in the illness,” she 
says. 

Improved memory  
The tests carried out have shown 
that this treatment improves 

memory and learning ability, 
corrects cognitive failures and 
may also modify other impor-
tant factors in the development 
of the disease as well as elimi-
nating toxic proteins. 

The University of Texas, with 
which Moreno is an associate 
professor, will continue this study 
at a clinical level to determine 
the molecular mechanisms in-
volved in this improvement of 
the illness, and also whether the 
treatment would work in the 
form of dialysis or even transfu-
sions in patients with dementia.

Scientist at Malaga University identifies a 
possible treatment for Alzheimer’s disease

Advice and 

information  

for families  

The AFA association (Asocia-
ción Familiares personas con 
Alzheimer’s) held several 
events in Malaga province to 
commemorate World Alz-
heimer’s Day 2022 on 
Wednesday. In various towns 
they set up tables manned by 
volunteers who were available 
to give advice and information 
to the people who requested 
it. Other events aimed at 
families and sufferers of Alz-
heimer’s and dementia have 
taken place throughout the 
month.  MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

Inés 
Moreno
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S
neezing, runny nose, 
itchy eyes and throat, 
maybe even difficulty 

breathing. It happens all year 
round and is worse when I’m at 
home...especially when I’m near 
my cat. I didn’t use to notice it 
so much but over the past few 
months it has become worse. 
What should I do? 

Well, if this applies to you, the 
first thing you need to do is: 
make an appointment to see an 
allergy specialist.  

Where does the allergy 
come from?  
About nine per cent of adults in 
Europe are sensitised to animal 

hair and fur and the figure in-
creases to 27 per cent if the per-
son suffers from some type of 
respiratory allergy according to 
a book on allergic illnesses writ-
ten by the Spanish Allergology 
and Clinical Immunology Soci-
ety and published by the BBVA 
Foundation.  

“Contrary to what most peo-
ple think, the fur itself is not the 
cause of the allergy. It is caused 
by proteins found in the saliva, 
urine and flakes of the animal’s 
skin which disperse into the at-
mosphere. These are responsi-
ble for symptoms such as rhino-
conjunctivitis, asthma, rashes 
and even anaphylaxis,” Manuel 
De Las Heras Gonzalo, an allergy 
specialist at the Jiménez Díaz 
Foundation explains.   

The hypoallergenic myth 
So could hypoallergenic breeds 
be the answer for someone suf-

ISAAC 
ASENJO

fering from this problem?  
 “That is a commercial myth 
more than anything else because 
to create breeds like that we 
would have to resort to genetic 
engineering to eliminate the pro-
tein that causes the allergy from 
the animal’s DNA,” says Nacho 
Sierra, a  psychologist who spe-
cialises in animal behaviour. 
However, as a guideline, he says 
that “animals with short hair 
have fewer elements for the pro-
tein to travel in a volatile way, 
just like those with woolly or 
curly hair like water dogs. With 
those types, the possibility of an 
allergic reaction is reduced”.     

Four out of ten homes in 
Spain have a pet   
Dogs and cats, the most habit-
ual domestic pets in households 
- there are five million dogs and 
three million cats in Spanish 
homes - are a common cause of 

 I’m allergic to the cat, what can I do?  
The solution ranges from vaccinations to 
very strict hygiene measures in the home
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respiratory allergic illness, and 
it is something which appears to 
be increasing all over the world. 

“Obviously, the more pets there 
are in a home - 40 per cent 
households in Spain have one -  
the greater the exposure to them 
and therefore the higher the 
probability of developing an al-
lergy,” explains Manuel Lázaro 
of the College of Veterinary Sur-
geons in Madrid.  

He also points out, however, 
that a review of recently pub-
lished articles suggests that 
early exposure to cats and 
dogs is likely to protect 
against developing an al-
lergy to them later in life.   

Blood test 
How is an allergy to 
household pets diagnosed 
by a specialist?  

“The same way as with 
other types of allergy; 
there are different meth-
ods such as skin tests or 

determining the IgE anti-

bodies in the patient’s blood com-
pared with the allergens of the  
animals who could be causing 
the problem,” says Álvaro Amo 
Vázquez de la Torre, an allergy 
specialist at the  Clínica Amo Sa-
lud and member of Top Doctors. 

Hygiene measures  
or immunotherapy? 
“If it turns out that I am allergic 
to my pet, do I have to get rid of 
it?”  

Well, the most effective option 
is not to have an animal, obvi-
ously, but if you want to keep it 
- bearing in mind the emotional 
factor involved - strict hygiene 
measures should be taken such 
as giving the pet regular baths, 
not letting it sleep in your bed-
room, or installing air purifiers 
with Hepa filters, Vázquez de la 
Torre recommends. 

“You could also have an anti-
allergy vaccination. These last 
for three to five years and what 
they do is teach the immune sys-
tem that the allergen in the ani-

mals is not harmful, so it does 
not provoke an allergic response 
(which would be an erroneous 
response),” he says.  

This specialist does not rec-
ommend changing to a different 
type of pet, because if someone 
is sensitised to one species it is 
quite likely that they will end up 
sensitised to others as well.  

“Although there would be no 
problem with changing to rep-
tiles, amphibians or fishes,” he 
says.  

Immunotherapy with animal 
allergens should be considered 
for allergic people where expo-
sure to animals is inevitable.  

Topical products can also be 
a solution - those applied to sur-
faces of the body - for pets. “By 
reducing skin flaking and com-
pacting it to stop it becoming so 
volatile, they can be a lot of help 
in avoiding allergens,” Manuel 
Lázaro says. 

Hypersensitivity to birds  
There are 22 million pets in 
Spain. Apart from dogs and cats, 
do other animals cause allergies?  
“Yes, there are allergies to birds 
which can cause respiratory 
problems and, to a lesser extent, 
to amphibians or reptiles like 
iguanas and lizards, but those 
cases are more exceptional,” says  
Vázquez de la Torre.  

Rodents and horses can be a 
problem too, in some cases, as 
Manuel Lázaro points out.

“Early exposure to 
animals could protect 
against developing an 
allergy later in life”

“Contrary to what 
most people think, the 
fur itself is not the 
cause of the allergy”    
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A
round Ronda, they don’t  
usually make sweet wine 
using the Muscat grape. 

The reference area for that is 
the Axarquía. In the Ronda re-
gion, red wine reigns supreme. 
although whites and rosés are 
increasingly gaining ground. 
However, the oenologist José 
Manuel Cózar, who is behind the 

brand ‘Cózar, desde 1837’, has 
produced a sweet Muscatel that 
has been recognised as the best 
in Spain, receiving a gold medal 
with the highest score of its type 
in this field. The award was 
given at the 22nd International 
competition for the best Mus-
cats in the world, the most pres-
tigious competition held in 
France for Muscatel wines.  

The competition is open to still 

wines (dry and sweet) and spar-
kling wines, and this year around 
200 wines from all over the world 
were pre-selected. NDM (Natu-
rally Sweet Muscatel), as the wine 
is called, has also been placed 
among the ten best Muscatels in 
the world. 

Only 1,600 bottles of this wine 
have been produced and after 
filling international orders, there 
are few left for sale. The vine-
yard, Cezar Viñedos y Bodegas, 
S.L., which is located in Gaucín, 
uses grapes from Manilva and 
it is totally natural with no sugar 
or alcohol added. “The grapes 
are harvested and sun-dried and 
fermentation stops as soon as it 
gets cold,” explained Cózar. The 
‘denominación de orígen’ is the 
Sierras de Málaga as the Ser-
ranía does not have a denomi-
nation for this type of wine. 

The label shows the famous 
cave painting of a pregnant 
mare, an icon of the Serranía de 
Ronda, from the Cueva de la 
Pileta, in Benaoján.  

Cózar, whose family produced 

anise, brandy and other wines 
in the Genal valley in the past, 
emphasised that “it is not a des-
sert wine” and that it goes well 
with strong, cured and blue 
cheeses, tuna tartar, with 
strongly flavoured fish and with 
foie gras.

The grapes are left to 
 dry in the sun.  J.M.C

 Sweet Muscatel.  The Ronda area is most 
famous for its red wines but a Muscatel 
wine from Gaucín has won best in Spain

The best Muscatel wine 
in Spain is from Gaucín

VANESSA MELGAR

The wine is prepared from 
sun-dried grapes and is 
totally natural, with no 
sugar or alcohol added
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T
he phrase ‘pub grub’ 
has a ring about it that 
‘tapas’ lacks, and the 

difference does not end there.  
In a recent survey, UK pub 

customers preferred fish and 
chips, steak, pizza, and beef-
burgers as accompaniments to 
those expensive pints of ale.  

So, as is usually the case in 
the cultural maze that distin-
guishes the British and the 
Spanish way of life, it all 
comes down to tradition.  

Tradition 
While a tapa is an aperitif al-
most always consumed prior 
to eating a formal meal, be it 
lunch or dinner, pub food is an 
end in itself. Indeed, Span-
iards do not go to tapas bars to 
satisfy their hunger, rather to 
‘abrir el apetito’ (‘open the ap-
petite’) ergo get in the mood 
for the main meal, which is of 
course lunch.  

Even when they visit a res-
taurant after having eaten 
enough tapas to make the sub-
sequent sit-down meal exces-

sive, no-one seems to lack ap-
petite.  

Right or wrong? 
There is much confusion as to 
what is ‘correct’ and what 
isn’t. When foreign visitors or-
der a tapa to have with their 
coffee, this beverage normally 
being an accompaniment to 
morning toast or the last act 
before getting up from the ta-
ble, is it right or wrong?  

Americans drink coffee with 
just about everything, and in 
most eating places the possi-
bility of getting wine or even 
beer is almost zero. (They look 
at you as if you are crazy when 
you ask for the wine list when 
ordering a pizza.) So, if pub 

grub does satisfy the British 
appetite and tapas doesn’t, 
such is the rich tapestry of na-
tional culinary traits.

Pub grub or tapa?
ANDREW J. LINN

Maar de Cervera 2020 

La Mancha wines are not 
usually white, so this Sauvi-
gnon Blanc is 
a pleasant 
surprise, 
particularly 
since it 
comes from a 
limited an-
nual produc-
tion of only a 
thousand 
bottles from 
vines grown 
on volcanic 
soil.  
Maar means 
crater.  
Quite unique. 
Around 13 
euros.

WINE OF THE WEEK

The Best Chefs Awards, which was held in 
Madrid on Tuesday, has elected the vanguard 
chef Dabiz Muñoz, chef at the DiverXo Ma-

drid, as the Best Chef in the World for the 
second consecutive year. 

Madrid chef 
‘Best in the 
World’ again

 SUR

While a tapa is an 
apertif most always 
consumed before a 

meal, pub food is an 
end in itself
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The Blue and Whites’ 3-1 
loss to Tenerife was the 
final nail in the Argentine 
coach’s coffin, who has 
now been replaced by a 
well-seasoned veteran 

S. CONAGHAN / P. L. ALONSO
 

MALAGA. Malaga head coach Pa-
blo Guede’s short, five-and-a-half 
month stint at the head of the 
team finally came to an end on 
Tuesday night. 

In a press release sent out by 
Malaga, they highlighted how they 
came to an “amicable agreement 
to end his contract” and that 
Guede had put the future of his 
job in the hands of the club.  

Malaga also “sincerely thanked” 
Guede for his dedication, work, 
professionalism and commit-
ment; as well as his ‘malaguismo’ 
and love for the club. 

It was an inevitable end to the 
coach’s short spell at the helm of 
the team, as this league campaign 
has seen the Blue and Whites pick 
up five defeats in the opening six 
games. 

Smart replacement 
Following the press release, 
Malaga immediately got to work 
on Guede’s replacement. The 
heavily rumoured appointment 
of Pepe Mel was eventually con-
firmed on Wednesday afternoon, 
giving him enough time to work 
on the team before their game on 
Saturday against Villarreal B. 

Mel is a smart choice for 
Malaga. The Madrid local is a vet-
eran of the sport and has taken 
charge of 664 games as a coach 
since 1998. 

He has also overseen three pro-
motion campaigns during his time 
on the touchline. He first took Rayo 
Vallecano from the third tier to 
the second division in 2006; be-
fore going on to guide Real Betis 
to La Liga in both 2011 and 2015. 

The final straw 
Malaga’s final game under Guede 
was no different to their other 

games this season. Granted, the 
Blue and Whites conceded 
through a penalty that didn’t ex-
ist, but their overall performance 
was woeful, once again showing 
a lack of cohesion and clueless-
ness in attack. 

After poor defending let them 
go 1-0 down, Malaga pulled one 
back at the end of the first half 
and dominated the initial stages 
of the second. Bustinza recklessly 
got himself sent off, which only 
tightened Tenerife’s grip on the 
match and propelled them on to 
score a third and seal the win.

Pablo Guede during his last game in charge of Malaga.  AGENCIA LOF

Guede is replaced by Pepe Mel 
after Malaga suffer fifth defeat

Results  - Matchday 6 

Levante-Cartagena                                                          0-1 

Villarreal B-Lugo                                                               3-1 

Real Oviedo-Ibiza                                                             0-1 

Andorra-Eibar                                                                    2-0 

Granada-Mirandés                                                            2-1 

Zaragoza-Sporting                                                           1-0 

Leganés-Burgos                                                                0-0 

Alavés-Huesca                                                                   2-1 

Racing-Las Palmas                                                                    0-0 

Albacete-Ponerradina                                                                   0-1 
Tenerife-Malaga                                                                    3-1

SECOND DIVISION

League table 

          Team                       P       W       D         L       GF      GA     PT 

1. Alavés                     6      4       2       0       9        5    14 

2. Las Palmas            6      3       3       0       8        1    12 

3. Granada                 6      4       0       2       9        6    12 

4. Cartagena             6      4       0       2       9        7    12 

5. Eibar                       6      3       1       2    10        7    10 

6. Burgos                    6      2       4       0       2        0    10 

7. Villarreal B            6      3       1       2    11     10    10 

8. Albacete                6      3       1       2       7        6    10 

9. Andorra                  6      3       1       2       6        7    10 

10. Levante               6      2       3       1       7        3       9 

11. Ponferradina     6      3       0       3       8        9       9 

12. Sporting              6      2       2       2       8        6       8 

13. Zaragoza             6      2       2       2       4        4       8 

14. Real Oviedo       6      2       2       2       3        3       8 

15. Huesca                 6      2       1       3       8        7       7 

16. Tenerife               6      2       1       3       6        7       7 

17. Lugo                     6      2       1       3       7        9       7 

18. Ibiza                     6      2       1       3       4        8       7 

19. Leganés               6      1       1       4       3        6       4 

20. Racing                 6      1       1       4       2        6       4 

21. Malaga               6      1       0       5       5     12       3 

22. Mirandés             6      0       2       4       4     11       2 

R
acism in La Liga. It’s a 
horrible subject to 
write about and one 

that needs urgent attention 
as Spanish football addresses 
the despicable behaviour of a 
significant number of Atlé-
tico Madrid followers. 

I say followers, and not 
fans, as these people don’t 
support a football team; they 
disgrace the club and bring 
shame on the country. Hope-
fully they will be following 
football from afar as the club 
and the authorities ban them 
from stadia for life. 

The issue for these bone-
heads was the prospect of 
an opposing player dancing 
if he scored a goal. It’s that 
simple. 

Vinícius Júnior goes 
through a little soft-shuffle 
routine when he scores. It’s a 
show of celebration and an 
outpouring of emotion. Yes, it 
can wind up the opposition 
fans, but that is part of the 
theatre. 

I’ve never quite under-
stood the need to whistle and 
swear at rival players, but I 
guess it’s all part of the pan-
tomime? Like booing and 
hissing the baddie when he 
enters the stage in a puff of 
smoke in Aladdin. 

The behaviour of those 
caught on camera ahead of 
the Madrid derbi wasn’t 
good-natured fun; it was 
criminal behaviour. The idi-
ots need singling out, arrest-
ing, and most importantly 
educating. 

They will say it’s just ban-
ter, a way to get under the 
skin of a rival player. They 
need to look in the mirror, if 
they dare, and ask them-
selves why they bring a man’s 
skin colour into the equation 
and hate him for doing a little 
dance? 

The upside of the unsa-
voury affair is that Spain is fi-
nally talking about the sub-
ject. The influential Marca 
newspaper published in 
black and white this week; 
the government have re-
acted; and the club that the 
idiots purport to support is-
sued the strongest of state-
ments. 

They said: “Atlético Madrid 
emphatically condemns the 

unacceptable chants that a 
minority of fans made out-
side the stadium before the 
derby was played.”  

“These chants cause us 
huge disgust and indignation 
and we will not allow any in-
dividual to hide behind our 
colours to utter racist or 
xenophobic insults. At Atlé-
tico Madrid, we have zero tol-
erance for racism.” 

It’s time for Atlético to act 
on the strong words. It’s time 
for Spanish football to catch 
up with the rest of Europe in 
dealing with hate crimes. 

It’s not time for Vini’ Jun-
ior to reel it in and stop “act-
ing like a monkey”, as one TV 
pundit described his celebra-
tions.  I suspect he’s now an 
ex-TV pundit! 

The Brazilian summed up 
his celebratory routine: 
“Weeks ago they started 
criminalising my dances. 
Dances that aren’t mine but 
from Ronaldinho, Neymar, 
Paquetá, Griezmann, Joao 
Felix, Cunha.”  He added: 
“Dances that celebrate the 
cultural diversity of the 
world. Accept it, respect it.” 

To quote a hit record of the 
1970s, Vini’s message is “I 
haven’t stopped dancing yet 
…”

No room for racism 
in LaLiga 
Some fans have disgraced 
themselves over a simple dance 

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER 
Commentator, ESPN

MALAGA WOMEN 

Nacho Pérez joins men’s 
team as assistant coach 

S.C.  Nacho Pérez, the now ex-head 
coach of the Malaga CF women’s 
team, has accepted the role as as-
sistant coach to Pepe Mel on the 
men’s side. Malaga women had a 
decent start to the season under 
Pérez, winning their first game 
2-1 against Valencia B, before go-
ing on to lose against both Gra-
nada in the cup and 3-2 to Femar-
guín over the weekend.

New coach Pepe Mel.  AFP

“The behaviour of 
those caught on 
camera wasn’t 

good-natured fun; 
but criminal”

Vinícius controls the ball.  AFP
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T he Spanish national bas-
ketball team won the 2022 
EuroBasket tournament 

as they defeated France 88-76 in 
the final on Sunday night in Ber-
lin. It was a fourth title for La Roja 
from the last six attempts and the 
success was also down to the in-
volvement of Malaga local Alberto 
Díaz. 

Spain’s title-winning run was 
one of the most unexpected, espe-
cially after such a dominating 
performance in the final against 
their French counterparts. The 
runners-up, who were a much 
better side on paper, were ripped 
apart by Sergio Scariolo’s men 

La Roja proved that playing in 
unison and as a team worked bet-
ter than relying on the individual 
qualities of each player, as France 
had done throughout the tourna-

ment, which had been held in the 
Czech Republic, Georgia, Italy and 
Germany. 

Mental strength 
The Spanish didn’t just show that 
they were better team players. 
They put on a brilliant display of 
high-quality basketball, which 
was electrifying from the sound 
of the initial buzzer. 

Spain went into the break with 
a comfortable lead (47-26) fol-
lowing two well-executed quar-
ters. They were able to hold off 
the valiant, high-line French at-
tacks by squeezing their oppo-
nents at every opportune moment 
to make their lives a living hell. 

But most importantly, Spain 
kept their cool and showed huge 
mental strength to keep them at 
bay and win their fourth title.

 Winners.  La Roja claimed a fourth 
European championship title from 
their last six attempts  in a hard-
fought final that finished 88-76

Spain beat France to 
EuroBasket glory

Spain captain Rudy 
Fernández lifts the  
EuroBasket trophy 
after the final.  AFP

ÁNGEL RESA

ÁNGEL RESA 

MALAGA. The fourth EuroBasket 
title for Spain was also achieved, 
in great part, by Malaga local and 
Unicaja player Alberto Díaz. The 
point guard put his skills to im-
peccable use throughout the 

whole tournament and also 
stood out in the final. 

The 28-year-old is at the peak 
of his career, and he wasn’t ex-
pected to be in the squad, as he 
was initially left out, but he was 
brought back into the fold after 
the injury of Sergio Llull.

Local hero Díaz was a driving 
force behind Spain’s success

Alberto Díaz with the trophy.  EFE
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The Dutch national team 
went into Thursday’s 
games unbeaten, topped 
their group and are the 
favourites to make it to 
Championship Week 

SHAY CONAGHAN 

MALAGA. Netherlands XI have 
taken group B of the European 
Cricket Championship by storm 
following a very strong display 
during the opening four days of 
the second week of the competi-
tion, currently being played at the 
Cártama Oval. 

Netherlands XI defeated both 
Sweden and Hungary on the 
opening day by 11 and five runs, 
respectively. They then beat Den-
mark by 14 runs and Sweden by 

a comfortable five wickets on 
Tuesday, before annihilating sec-
ond-placed Finland by 92 runs 
on Wednesday. 

The Dutch side went into 
Thursday’s games with a com-
fortable four-point lead over the 
Fins; and an early morning win 
against Hungary meant that the 
Dutch topped the group and se-
cured their spot in Friday’s Quali-
fier 1. The Finnish side’s two other 
defeats came at the hands of Swe-
den and Denmark, but the loss to 
Netherlands XI was a big blow for 
their chances of finishing first. 

The Dutch will play against Fin-
land in Qualifier 1 today (Friday 
11.30am) to see who makes it to 
the group final; while Sweden and 
Denmark battle it out to remain 
in the running of competing in 
the final against the Q1 winner.

Netherlands XI run rampant in week two at 
the European Cricket Championship

The national team beat 
South Korea on Sunday 
to qualify for the 
upcoming knockout 
stage to be held in 
Malaga in November 

ENRIC GARDINER 

MADRID. Spain booked their place 
in the knockout phase of the Davis 
Cup as they finished first in the 
group stages by beating South 
Korea 3-0 on Sunday night.  

They will now face Croatia in 

the quarter-finals, which are set 
to be played in Malaga between 
22 and 27 November. 

The defeat to Canada in Fri-
day’s tie meant that Spain had to 
beat South Korea to confirm their 
place in the next stage, as Serbia 
were looking like they were go-
ing to cause an upset. 

But Roberto Bautista and Car-
los Alcaraz quickly put those 
doubts to rest, with both players 
winning their singles’ matches 
against unarguably the weakest 
team in the group. 

But even then, the South Kore-
ans put up a fight, eager to not let 
Spain walk all over them despite 
having nothing to play for. 

Bautista was the first to calm 
the Spanish nerves, comfortably 
seeing off Seong-Chan Hong 6-1 
and 6-3 in a match that lasted 
barely an hour and a quarter.  

Hong, who is ranked world 
number 467, made easy pickings 
for his opponent, who kept his 
perfect record by making it three 
wins from three so far in the Davis 
Cup. 

A test for Alcaraz 
Thanks to Bautista’s win, Spain 
needed to take at least a point 
from one of the following two 
matches, giving them more 
breathing room. 

Alcaraz had a tougher time 
than Bautista, but the US Open 
winner defeated Soon Woo Kwon 
6-4 and 7-5 in just under two 
hours.  

The match got off to a scary 
start as the 19-year-old had his 
serve broken in the opening set 
but still went on to win it, though 
it took longer than expected. 

Kwon recomposed himself and 
handed Alcaraz two more serv-
ice breaks to put himself 4-2 up 
on the Spaniard. But the young-
ster went on to win five of the next 
six games to make it 7-5 and seal 

a second point for Spain. 
Spain will next play against 

Croatia in the quarter-finals of 
the Davis Cup at the end of No-
vember in Malaga’s Martin Car-
pena sport’s arena. Their oppo-
nents finished second in group 
A behind winners Italy. They will 
be joined by Canada, the United 
States, Germany, the Netherlands 
and Australia.

Spain top their group to 
make it to the Davis Cup 
tennis quarter-finals

Carlos Alcaraz celebrates a point during his match against Kwon.  EFE

BOWLS 

An exciting bowls final 
in Mijas 

S.C.  Lauro Bowls Club are the 
winners of the 2022 Malaga 
Province Summer Triples 
Championship, defeating La 
Posada Bowls Club in an excit-
ing final. The winners made a 
seemingly impossible come-
back, as they were 9-0 down. 
They kept calm, levelled the 
score to 17-17, and eventually 
won 20-19 in the final end.

TENNIS 

Davidovich’s injury 
period is prolonged 

P.L.A.  Alejandro Davidovich’s 
knee injury, which he suffered 
in the US Open, will require 
longer to recover from than ex-
pected. He had already pulled 
out of the Davis Cup and has 
also confirmed that he won’t 
be participating in the Sofia 
Open next week. In the best 
case scenario, he would play 
in the Astana Open in October.

GOLF 

One year out from the 
Solheim Cup in Casares 

P.L.A.  The 2023 Solheim Cup, 
which will take place at the 
Finca Cortesín golf club in 
Casares, will begin on this 
weekend next year. The team-
based tournament, which is 
the female equivalent to the 
Ryder Cup, will pit the 12 best 
European players against their 
12 American counterparts.

IN BRIEF

Netherlands XI have dominated their group at the ECC.  ECN

 

The quarter-finals draw 

 1. Australia-Netherlands:  
Tuesday 22 November, at 4pm. 
 2. Croatia-Spain:  Wednesday 
23 November, at 4pm. 
 3. Italy-United States:  Thurs-
day 24 November, at 10am.  
 4. Germany-Canada:  Thursday 
24 November, not before 4pm. 

The semi-finals 
Winner game 3-Winner game 
4:  Friday 25 November, at 
1pm. 
 Winner game 1-Winner game 
2:  Saturday 26 November, at 
1pm. 

The final 
Sunday 27 November, at 1pm. 

THE MALAGA FINALS

Spanish cricket can 
only grow after shock 
success in Cártama  

Despite qualifying for the next 
stage of the European Cricket 
Championship, Spain had al-
ready made their mark on the 
tournament after finishing 
second in their group to Ire-
land XI, whom they would go 
on to beat in the group final. 

For Spanish national team 
captain Christian Muñóz-
Mills, the team’s performance 
will only bring good things. 
“What we achieved last week 
helps cricket’s growth in 
Spain a lot,” he told SUR in 
English. “In the end, it’s 
something that’s exhibited 
and is watched.”  

 “It’s hard for us because of 
the money issue. The fact we 
[played] well will attract spon-
sors to keep growing, building 
more fields and bring more 
coaches so Spaniards can 
start playing,” he explained.
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PROPERTY FOR 

SALE 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Costa, two bed-
rooms apartment, sea front Torre-
quebrada. Large terrace, magnifi-
cent views, fully funished, A/C, stor-
age room, two large parking spaces. 
639207207 

Inland 

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Are 
always looking for inland and Mi-
jas properties to sell to our inter-
ested buyers. Tel 
952491609/667067269  

WWW.INMOANDALUZ.COM Bar-
gain inland properties for all budg-
ets, fincas, village homes, apart-
ments and villas. Legal building 
plots. Tel 952491609/667067269  

Mijas 

MIJAS Village, on the Edge of. Two 
bedroom apartment, two terraces 
+ large roof top terrace, In beutifull 
condition, ready to move in, with 
sea views. 245.000 freehold. 
0034662561773, 0034617688091 

PROPERTY TO LET 

Benalmádena 

BENALMADENA Costa. Garden 
Apartment, 2 bedrooms. All Fur-
nished. Air Conditioning. No pets. 
Across Puerto Marina and beaches. 
Monthly cost 650€. Email: angeles-
vilasfernandez@hotmail.com 
620305823 

Fuengirola 

CLOSED garage 47m2. Two cars + 
storaging space. Fuengirola center 
near train station. Long let or 
monthly. 607802082 

BEACH front, 1 bedroom apartment, 
completely refurbished, long term, 
585 Euros, +447737138139 

Inland 

WWW.RENTINLAND.COM Long 
term rentals. Coín and surrounding 
areas. Phil 659537525 

Marbella 

BANÚS 3 bedrooms, long term, 
2.850 euros equipped, by marina, 
private garden, pools. Photographs, 
bravoelezovic@gmail.com, owner 
34637439222 

Mijas 

60 sqm  Cortijo on Finca, Mijas Golf, 
Fuengirola 610748099 

Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 

CALAHONDA El Zoco: Bright office 
with A/C, 35 m2. 525 Euros 
p/month. All offers. 609547483 

SWIMMING POOLS 

AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com) 8x4 pool 
4,749€ fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Malaga/Marbella. 
678791495/951536389  

 
sparklenripple@hotmail.com 
www.sparklenripple.net 

Garden 
SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree Sur-
gery. Nº1 for Trees/Palms/Garden& 
Pool Maintenance. Since 1988. 
www.spaintree.com +3471101097 
arbolista@spaintree.com 

THE GARDENER: Specialist tall tree 
jobs & palms. Tree prunning. Gar-
dens maintenance. Competitive 
rates. Facebook Spacialtall Tree Jobs. 
Whatsapp 637203528 

SERVICES 

Builders 
MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

PLASTERING,rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20yrs on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie. 
679646185 

COSTADIGGERS & CONSTRUC-
TION: Building Projects, Home & 
Garden. Tel/Whatsapp 678450051 
costadiggers@hotmail.com/ 
www.costadiggers.com 

BUILDER Handyman/Housekeeper 
seeks work. Malaga/Marbella. Own 
tools. My work on Facebook: Pavlo 
Handyman. 622336727 

Plumbers 

Electricians 

DC ELECTRICAL Services. 35yrs ex-
perience. Professional/reliable serv-
ice. Quality merchandise. No job too 
small!! 24/7 – 365 days a year. 
952565514/ 608864683 

QUALIFIED electrician, 21 years 
experience, no job to small! 
630619709 

Decorators 

THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 

ATD DECOR British painter. 30 years' 
experience. Punctual. Great rates. 
Call for free quote. 603132783 Face-
book: @ATDDecorMalaga 

RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors/kitchens & furniture. 
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp: 
628066308 www.rainbowpintu-
ras.com Daniel 

Gates 

ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.2way-
gates.com 
952786178/605356469 

ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage doors motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. expertgates.com Call Colin 
636394641 

Pest Control 

COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Nigel 
606008940. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 

WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond, circuitboards. Profes-
sionally repaired. Also sales. Chris-
tian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 

ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered Coast 
and Inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 

cleaned as well as all carpets. 

685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 

Professional carpet and uphol-

stery cleaning, 27yrs experience, 

wet or dry clean. Honest, reliable 

service. 678808837/952669701 

Email acservs@outlook.com 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

POLISH / granding/ repair your 
marble. Professionally half price. 
+0034671244683 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! ge-
nevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/678768454 

VENTANAS Arcoplan Nº1 in UPVC 
windows & glass curtains. Tel: 
952667559 info@arcoplan.net 

REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 
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Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Paul 
657466803 

LOCKSMITH, Safe and Security 
Engineers. 24hr callout. Free se-
curity surveys. English speaking. 
www.securityofspain.com 
636770865/952660233 

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 

AIRCONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration 
952596404/679284959 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, 
ice makers, bottle coolers, dish-
washers. Fantastic value and re-
liability after sales service. Wil-
liams Refrigeration SL. 
952596404/679284959 

FUJITSU Inverter 1000€ fully in-
clusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287 

Cleaning Services 

RUGS, fitted carpets and uphol-
steryincluding leather cleaned on 
site.685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27yrs experience, 
wet or dry clean. Honest, reliable 
service. 678808837/952669701 
Email acservs@outlook.com 

General Services 

SPANISH Lady, take care of your 
property in winter. References. 
Cleaning, repairs, regular opening. 
699063277 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 
Insurance 

Mortgages 

MISLAID your payslips/P60 or other 
paperwork? Recovery document 
service available, fast confidential, 
reliable. alan1l@yahoo.co.uk 
Tf:617910147 

Loans 

MONEY lender from €50,000 3% 
interest without income verifica-
tion 951378042 money-
lender@qualityservice.com 

Investments 
DID YOU previously work in the UK 
and accumulate pension benefits? 
Do you know you are free to trans-
fer any private pension left behind? 
Contact us now for a free pension 
transfer guide? EUI Private Wealth 
Ltd26 Upper Pembroke Street, Dub-
lin, D02 X361 Ireland Tel: 353 1 234 
3787 info@euiprivatewealth.com 
https://www.euipri-
vatewealth.com/contactus.php EUI 
Private Wealth Ltd is regulated by 
the Central Bank of Ireland 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 

2 MEN & Van. 30€/hr. Always on 
time. 651081610 

STORAGE: Clean, dry secure ware-
housing Marbella. Container, Pallet 
or Loose. Guaranteed best rates. Fo-
cus Transport. 
952816582/603860702 
move@freinternational.com 

MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company 

BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular transport services with 
custom clearance. Spain, UK in-
cluding Scotland. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

MAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 25€ hour + 
fuel. Steve 602637242 

MAN and Van. Professional 10 
years experience 35€ hr + Fuel 
603153301  

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 

WANTED QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC 

FOR GOOD PRICES. 661402134 

CASH for your unwanted furni-

ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. 

House/garage/ bar clearances. 

Steve 602637242 

WANTED all furniture and house-

hold items. Best prices. 697511071 

FURNITURE wanted same day col-

lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

ANTHONY'S ANTIQUES / JEWEL-

LERS AND PAWNBROKERS IS NOW 

BUYING ALL TYPES OF WATCHES 

AND JEWELLERY IN ANY CONDI-

TION. WE BUY, WE PAY MORE, WE 

PAY CASH. FOR MORE INFORMA-

TION. PLEASE CALL ANTHONY 

ON: 609 52 96 33 

BUY FUR Jackets and coats up to 
5.000 Euro. Persian carpets, rugs, 
all kinds of pewter and silver 
90/100/800, all kinds of silver-
plated cutlery, jewellery and watches, 
amber, coral, coins, medals, porce-
lain, inheritances and household 
clearances, army objects till 1945, 
photos, medals, etc. Fair payments 
in cash, Tel. 688335497 

ARTICLES WANTED: SIDEBOARD 
SCANDINAVIAN STYLE, 50s 60s 
OR EVEN MODERN. CALL AN-
THONY: 609 529 633 

FOR SALE childs off road motor-
bike, garden furniture, etc. wanted 
sky box. 602574899 

MOTORS 

Buy / Sell Cars 

WANTED all cars, vans, bikes, 

quads, campervans, caravans, 

anything consider. Call/Whatsapp 

now 687049592 

HONE ME FIRST OR LAST!! I PAY 

MORE!! CARS/ CARAVANS/ MO-

TORBIKES O 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All cars, 

all years, all models... from exotic 

to classic. Spanish/ English/ Dutch 

plated. Call 951977329/606647597 

ALL CARS Commercials wanted any 

age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-

lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

BUY HIGH -quality vehicles, even 

custom. Non-committal offer. Tel 

651187549. Buy Campervans 

LOOKING motorhome or caravan. 

Non committal offer. Age and con-

dition unimportant. Tel 688335497 

WE BUY Any Car / Boat / Van. We 

Buy Any Engine 613392792  

BEST PRICE guaranteed for your 

car, van, motorhome. 678808837 

WE WILL not be BEATEN on price! 

Cars, vans, bikes. Wanted today. 

685524921

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 

No job too small!! Mijas Costa. 

952667074 

CARAVANS 

Storage 

PARKING storage & sales. Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats, etc. 
Short/long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5mins from Fuengi-
rola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/606101807 

RECRUITMENT 

Situations Vacant 

24 HOUR carer needed for elderly 
disabled gentleman in Manilva Area. 
Contact 639 103 393 

INTERNATIONAL Healthcare Col-
lection Company (www.gcsag.com) 
we are looking for 2 “International 
Account Managers" to handle a port-
folio of collection files. The success-
ful candidate must be fluent in Eng-
lish, speak at least one other lan-
guage and be experienced in Micro-
soft Office. Salary plus commission. 
Hybrid work. Employee must be lo-
cated in Malaga Province, Spain. 
Please send your CV and current ref-
erences to enquiries@gcsag.com on 
or before 15 October 2022 

SWANSInternational School requires 
an experienced teaching assistant 
to start on the 3rd  of  October 2022. 
Ideally, candidates will hold a rele-
vant qualification and be fluent in 
both English and Spanish. Please 
send your CV with a recent photo-
graph to info@swansschool.net by  
Friday 30th September. 

NATURAL Health CLINIC needs bi-

lingual person with natural therapy 

skills organized kitchen manage-

ment light cooking knowledge of 

computers good working conditions 

CV to LifeInfoDesk@gmail.com 

Situations Wanted 

GOOD disposition, totally bilingual, 
careful driver, available immedi-
ately for personal assistant/driver 
position. Marbella area. 649460981, 
pcra59@gmail.com 

CARER per hours. Nights and week-
ends. 657185903. 617704291 

PERSONAL 

Meeting Point 

ATTRACTIVE lady enjoying healthy 
lifestyle seeks unattached retired 
gentleman with lively personality 
for permanent relationship. 
711099449 

PRESENTABLE englishman elderly 
Wltm a male/female companion 
aged 60-80 who has a secluded villa 
where naturism can be enjoyed in 
peace and tranquillity within 30 
mins. reach of Marbella / Fuengi-
rola.. George 604418583 
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HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Massage 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

www.asiandreams.es Asian Dreams 
Massage Salon in Fuengirola. 
611273978/ 951438272 

VICKY Full body massage with ex-
cellent results. Waiting for your call! 
Appointments 621395221 Torre-
molinos 

ASIAN Wellness massage. Nice area 
in West Marbella. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. +34623554233, 
+34623594698 

ASIAN Wellness massage. Nice area 
in West Marbella. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. +34623554233, 
+34623594698 

SHAVING & Massage sensitive area 
by mature Japanese masseuse. Fuen-
girola 610396186 

BENALMADENA Sabrina offers a 
full body massage 50% off retired. 
658189191 

Therapists 

ESTEPONA Counselling and Psy-
chosexual therapy COSRT & BACP 
Accredited. Individuals & Couples 
+447813944146 Richard 
www.sextherapymarbella.es 

BREAKTHROUGH self-confidence 
programme for women. BSCH and 
PLTA accredited. Call Rosa on 
+447956541241. www.ro-
saabidi.com 

Beauty Treatments / 
Products 

DUTCH Beautician offers: small fa-
cial at your home. 

 
Deep cleanse, eyebrow shape and 
tint, mask. 35 euro.  

 
Call Alida 601989779, Coin area. 
Ladies only 

Others 

SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil  

(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack. 

From 22 Euros per pack of 10.  gadg-

etman3b53@gmail.com 

MALE/ female Viagra, kamagra jel-

lys, cialis, mixed trial packs. via-

gra4you19@gmail.com. 672883025 

RIVIERA Relaxing full body mas-

sage on table. Appointment 

WhatsApp 604233151 

TV / SATELLITE 

Satellite Installation 

BBC SYSTEM iptv full sky Tv all coast  
coverage Jose Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 
670443838, 952443838. Also avail-
able sound systems color Tv. mail  
Internet provider same day fitted 
no contract no cables josesottoam-
selem77@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 

COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 

COMPUTER, Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s and Laptops supplied, 
repaired and upgraded. Malware/ 
Virus Removal. 19yrs helping peo-
ple. info@soltecspain.com Neil: 
662379899 

Phones-Mobile 

INTERNET 4G available / Tv serv-
icing / Iptv available / BBC same day 
fitted. No contract all coast  cover-
age Jose Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 
670443838, josesottoamse-
lem77@gmail.com 

Others 

FIBRE optic internet with UKTV 
Service included from 36,29€ (tax 
included).  Also packages that you 
can “Hibernate'' while away.  Eng-
lish speaking Customer Service & 
Technical Support staff who will 
go the extra mile for you.  www.di-
rect-telecom.es - 922711003 

CLASSES 

SPANISH lessons at your home. 
Qualified Spanish female teacher 
with many years of experience. Own 
method. Simple and effective. Ideal 
for beginners. Also tutoring for stu-
dents. 617879834 

SPANISH Lessons online. Qualified 
Spanish Teacher 20 years experi-
ence. 654237747 

PETS 

Kennels / Cattery 

LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
lagunakennels@hotmail.com Tel 
or Whatsapp 646066351 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 

CONSULATES

Great Britain                   C/. Mauricio Moro Pareto 2- 2. Málaga                                                    952352300 

USA                                   Av. Juan Gómez 8. Ed. Lucía 1-C. Fuengirola                                             952474891 
Belgium                           Avda Ricardo Soriano 20-3C, Marbella                                                      951516019 

Denmark                          Calle Córdoba 6 404, Malaga                                                                     952211797 
Norway                            Avda Los Boliches, 60, Edf Rosenkranz, Fuengirola                             952667955 
Canada                             C/Cervantes, Edif. Horizonte, Malaga                                                      952223346 

Germany                          Mauricio Moro Pareto 2, Malaga                                                                952363591 
Sweden                            Calle Córdoba 6, 5th floor, Malaga                                                          952604383 

Ireland                             Avda. Los Boliches, Fuengirola                                                                  952475108 

France                              Calle Salvago, 2, Malaga                                                                            954293200 

Italy                                  Alameda Principal, 35, Malaga                                                                  902502512 
Austria                             Alameda de Colón 26, Malaga                                                                 646060972 

Finland                             Calle Córdoba, 6, Malaga                                                                            952212435 
Saudi Arabia                   Mauricio M. Pareto 2 bloque Sur 2º, Malaga                                          952310358 
Greece                              Dr Manuel Perez Bryan, Malaga                                                                  95225689 

Iceland                             Calle Marín García, Malaga                                                                        952661200 
Philippines                      C/Marqués de Larios 4, 2º, Malaga                                                           952771850 

Hungary                           Av. de Velásquez, (Crce aeropuerto) Malaga                                         952236966

EMERGENCIES 

Emergency operator  112 

National Police  091 

Local (municipal) Police 092 
Medical 061  

Fire 080 

Guardia Civil  062 

Sea Rescue  900202202  

Crime report  902102112 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING HELP  
 

Samaritans in Spain  900525100 

Alcoholics Anonymous 600379110 

Age Care 952933409 

Age Concern (Estepona) 722606347 

ANDALUSIAN HEALTH SERVICE  
 

Salud Responde  955545060 
(Doctors’ appointments and advice) 

ESTEPONA                                       

Bus Station 955038665 

Taxi Service 952802900 

Tourist Office 952802002 

Town Hall 952801100 

Foreign Residents Dept. 952809031 

FUENGIROLA  

BusStation 952475066 
Taxi Service 952471000 
Tourist Office 952467625 
Town Hall 952589300 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952589440 

MALAGA                                            

Bus Station 952350061 
Railway Station 902240202 
Taxi Service 952345693 
Tourist Office 951926020 

MARBELLA                                       

Bus Station 955038665  
Taxi Service 952774488 
Tourist Office 952768760 
Town Hall 952761100 
Foreign Residents Dept.   952768760 

MIJAS                                                 

Town Hall  952485900 
Town Hall Las Lagunas 952473125 
Taxi 952478288 
Tourism Office 952589034 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952589010 

NERJA                                               

Bus Station 902422242 

Taxi Service 952520537 
Tourist Information  952521531 
Town Hall 952548400 
Foreign Resident Dept. 952548401 

TORREMOLINOS                              

Bus Station 902143144 
Taxi Service 952380600 
Tourist Office 952371909 
Town Hall 952379400 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952374231 

BENALMÁDENA                              

Bus Station 902450550 
Taxi Service 952441545 
Tourist Office 952442494 
Town Hall 952374231 
Foreign Residents Dept. 952442494 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA                              

Bus Station 952503162 
Taxi 952540016 
Town Hall 952559100 
Tourist Office 952541104  

GIBRALTAR                                       

General emergency 199/112(mobiles) 
Fire/ambulance (emergency) 190 
Tourist Office (00350) 20074950 
Taxi (00350) 20070027

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS MALAGA PORT INFORMATION

CRUISE SHIP MOVEMENTS (SOURCE: MALAGA PORT AUTHORITY)  

 
Ship                                   Date                     From              Next port              Docks               Sails 
MSC Magnifica       24/09             Funchal         Marseille           08.00          17.00 
Azamara Pursuit     27/09            Gibraltar        Cartagena          08.00          18.00 
Braemar                   27/09                   -                       -                   08.00          17.30 
MSC Orchestra       28/09           Marseille            Cadiz               08.00          19.00 
Valiant lady             28/09              Palma           Gibraltar            08.00          22.00 
MSC Meraviglia      29/09             Cagliari           Funchal             08.00          17.00 
Bolette                    01/10                  -                      -                  08.00         18.00 
MSC Poesia            01/10              Cadiz           Alicante           08.00         18.00 
Ocean Majesty       01/10           Gibraltar       Cartagena          16.00          21.00 
Spirit o Adventure 02/10      Southampton  Cartagena         08.00         17.00 
Corinthian              03/10                  -                      -                  07.00          18.30 
Le Champlain     04-05/10           Cadiz           Mallorca           08.30         01.00 
Viking Jupiter        05/10            Leixoes        Cartagena         08.00         18.00 
MSC Magnifica      05/10            Funchal         Marseille          08.00         17.00
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11533

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 

Complete the 

square making sure 

that every row of 

nine numbers 

includes all digits 

from 1 to 9, every 

column includes all 

digits from 1 to 9 

and every 3 by 3 

subsection includes 

all digits from 1 to 

9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 

If you’re ready to let your hair down, the 

Sun and Venus in your leisure zone 

forge positive links to Jupiter, so events  

can be fun as well as profitable.      

Pisces 

February 20th – March 20th 

As Venus joins the Sun in Libra, the 

coming weeks are perfect for letting go 

of whatever is holding you back. You’ll 

have space for fresh opportunities.  

Aries  
March 21st - April 20th 

An opportunity you’ve coveted could 

show up, inspiring an intense start to 

the week. You’ll be ready to do 

everything to make it yours.      

Taurus  

April 21st – May 21st 

A chat could find you eager to take up a 

course or try out other activities. If you 

do take part, it can change you in 

significant and positive ways.   

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 

It’s also a sociable week, when events 

could bring fascinating encounters and 

new opportunities. And as Mercury 

pushes ahead, you’ll notice how delays 

begin to melt away. 

Cancer  

June 22nd – July 23rd 

The emphasis on your home zone may 

be very welcome, as it encourages you 

to unwind and recharge. Next 

weekend’s Venus /Jupiter link can help 

you make the most of an opportunity.  

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 

You may be ready to take on a project 

or explore a business idea if it looks like 

it will make you money. You could be 

very determined if you sense that for a 

little effort, you’ll reap a big reward. 

Virgo  

August 24th – September 23rd 

Next week gets off to a dynamic start, 

as you’ll be bowled over by an 

opportunity that is too good to miss. 

Something you’ve wanted may be just 

within your grasp.  

Libra  

September 24th – October 23rd 

The Sun, newly in your sign, opposes 

sassy Jupiter. So if you need help there 

will likely be someone who can assist. In 

fact, someone may offer before you’ve 

even asked.    

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 

An intense friendship may be in its early 

stages. It can seem you’ve met a 

kindred spirit who enjoys your 

emotional depth and piercing insights.     

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 

An opportunity can show up at the start 

of the week that boosts your income. If 

this appeals, then go for it. Even if it’s a 

one-off, it could lead to bigger and 

better things.  

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 

The start of next week can find you 

excited at the potential for future 

growth and positive developments. 

You’re also in a phase when you’ll thrive 

in the spotlight. 

5 2 4 9

1 6 7 2

9 6 3

6 5

9 7 1

3 7 9 4 8 5

1 3 7 9 6

5 2 1

3 6

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find where 

the fleet of ships (1 

battleship, 2 cruisers, 3 

destroyers, 4 submarines) 

are hidden in the grid. The 

numbers to the right of 

and below the grid indicate 

how many of the squares in 

that row are filled in with 

ships or parts of ships. The 

ships do not touch each 

other, even diagonally. 

Some have been filled in to 

start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 

Replace the 

question mark with 

a letter so that the 

letters in each circle 

can be arranged to 

form words, names 

or terms on a 

common theme. 

What are the three 

words, and the 

letter represented 

by the question 

mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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QUIZ

1.Ede & Ravenscroft 2. Barnard 
& Westwood 3. Hamilton & 
Inches  4. Gieves & Hawkes

What is the name of the 
official robe maker for the 
British Royal family ?

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution

Sudoku solution

. Answer: Weasel 

Of interest:  The white fur is 

the winter coat of the short-

tailed weasel (Mustela 

erminea), which is brown and 

white during the summer. The 

black markings are from the tip 

of its tail.  

Answer: Badger 

Of interest:  Badgers are 

related to ferrets, minks, otters, 

weasels and wolverines. All of 

these animals are members of 

Mustelidae, the largest family 

in the order Carnivora.  

Answer: Ede & Ravenscroft  

Of interest:  Ede & Ravenscroft 

have been making the 

sumptuous robes for the British 

Royal family since 1689 and 

hold three Royal Warrants. They 

also provide tailoring services 

for the regent. 

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

The letter represented by the 
question mark is I.  Chainsaw, 
strimmer, chipper, all garden 
tools.

THE SUR IN ENGLISH 
COLUMN

i

Errores

The seven differences

Language Crossword

Circlegram

Quiz answers

1. badger 2. civet 3. rat   
4. fox

Which of these is a member 
of the same family as the 
ermine?

1. goat 2. rabbit 3. weasel   
4. fox

White ermine fur used to 
edge ceremonial robes 
comes from what animal?

SUR in English staff work hard to 
make sure the news we publish is 
up-to-date and above all accurate, 
however we may have blotted our 
copybook a little as reader Jo 
Brown pointed out recently.  

In the print edition of 9 Septem-
ber, we had a headline that read 
‘Caleta Palace mockumentary re-
tells the Civil War’. ‘Mockumen-
tary’ was not the right word, we 
agree. A mockumentary is, accord-
ing to Oxford Languages, “a tele-
vision programme or film which 
takes the form of a serious docu-
mentary in order to satirise its sub-
ject.” The word we should have 
used is ‘docudrama’, a fictional 
movie or show that’s closely based 
on a true story.  

Our thanks to Jo for pointing 
our error out to us and giving us 
an interesting afternoon debating 
and researching the topic.  

Write to us, about mistakes or 
otherwise, at surinenglish.su@di-
ariosur.es, Facebook @surenglish. 
Twitter SUR_English or visit us 
online at www.surinenglish.com

Mixing drama and  
documentary

Across Down

LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD
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I
t is the highest village in the  
Serranía de Ronda and the 
third highest in Malaga prov-

ince. Cartajima, in the Alto Ge-
nal area, is one of Andalucía’s 
traditional ‘pueblos blancos’ and 
for centuries it has been able to 
boast about how sparkling and 
bright its whitewashed houses 
are.  

Despite this, a couple of years 
ago the council of this mountain 
village took the surprising deci-
sion to add a touch of colour to 
that brilliant white, and it has 
done so with murals painted by 
young women from the village, 
who took advantage of the long 
summer days to create what has 
become a real outdoor pictorial 
museum. And it hasn’t ceased 
to grow.  

This came about thanks to a 
project devised in the early 
months of the pandemic, called 
‘Creative façades’. In July and 
August 2020, as the sun blazed 
down in Cartajima, four young 
women set about painting 12 
murals in different parts of the 
village.  

Paint and brushes 

While many local residents of the 
same age were heading for the 
beach or cooling down in some 
of the crystal-clear pools in the 
Genal river or one of its tributar-
ies, these four worked away with 
paints, brushes and a great deal 
of enthusiasm.   

The predominant theme of the 
murals that summer was nature 
and the environment, both of 
which are fundamental elements 
in the beauty of this village and 
its surroundings.   

The four young women se-
lected for the project in the sum-
mer of 2020 were unemployed. 
They painted pictures which al-

luded to Cartajima in some way: 
a chestnut tree with wild mush-
rooms growing at its feet, a wine 
press, and a donkey tied up out-
side a house, for example. The 
12 murals came as a surprise - 
but a pleasant one - to locals and 

visitors alike.  
Last summer, 2021, the 

scheme was continued, with two 
of the girls who had taken part 
in 2020 and two others who 
joined in for the first time.   

Once again, they painted 12 

murals but this time on the 
theme of traditions of this vil-
lage. 

And it may come as no sur-
prise to learn that this summer, 
anyone who decided to visit Car-
tajima from late August onwards 

will have been able to see even 
more representations of its his-
tory and heritage painted on its 
walls.    

This year only two women 
were selected to continue the 
project which began two years 
previously. One was Alba 
González, who has taken part 
every summer. At the age of 26 
she is young, but already the 
most experienced of the mural 
painters in the village. She was 
accompanied by 31-year-old 
Sonia Ruiz, who spent a second 
summer adding more colour to 
the walls of the place she is proud 
to call home. 

This third summer, Alba and 
Sonia have been tackling a more 
unusual theme, children’s games 
of the past. As Yoland Benítez, 

the municipal coordinator of 
the project, explained: “the 
murals become more com-
plex every year from an ar-
tistic point of view”.  

The latest paintings in-
clude more people and 
drawings with a greater 

depth.     
As there were only two of 

them this year, Sonia and Alba 
worked hard to finish at least six 
murals before the end of August 
and Cartijima can now boast 
around 30 colourful paintings 
in its streets, thanks to this un-
usual initiative. It has proven so 
popular among local residents 
that some have asked these two 
young artists to paint murals on 
their houses as well.   

The aim of this project has not 
only been to fill the pretty white-
washed streets of Cartajima with 
colourful art, but also to try to 
prevent a phenomenon which is 
such a concern in these small 
villages: depopulation. Where 
there is work, people will stay.   

The traditions of Cartajima have  
graced some of the streets for  

the past two years.  SUR

S   Brush strokes. 
Creating a pictorial  
history of the 
Serranía de Ronda 
village

Murals painted 
under the 
blazing sun

 Cartajima.   For three summers 
now, a team of young women 
has been painting scenes on the 
white walls of the village

JAVIER ALMELLONES


