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I ndependence, social skills, 
critical thinking, responsibil-
ity, creativity, imagination, 

adaptability and, of course, aca-
demic excellence. 

Those are some of the shared 
goals of the three committed pro-
fessionals who got together on 
Monday morning this week for a 
webinar to discuss how their 
schools are shaping the leaders of 
the future, and, in the process, help-
ing to create a better world 

Sunny View School 
Victoria Midmer is headteacher at 
Sunny View School in Torremoli-
nos, a family school founded 55 
years ago. Today, with some 800 
students of around 40 nationali-
ties and ages ranging between one 
and 18, the school offers a British 
education, teaching the English 
national curriculum as well as of-
fering the Spanish secondary edu-
cation certificate. 

“We prioritise relationships be-
tween students, teachers and par-
ents,” said the headteacher, add-
ing, “The fact that many of the par-
ents of our current students came 
to the school themselves is a re-

flection of the excellent reputation 
the school has.” 

Sunny View is one of the origi-
nal members of Nabss (National 
association of British schools in 
Spain) as well, as being accredited 
by the Spanish ministry of educa-
tion, and stands on a spacious site 
in El Pinillo, just outside the town.  

Almuñécar International 
School 
Fiona Jacobs is headteacher at Al-
muñécar International School, a 
smaller British school with 255 
students  on the Costa Tropical,  
just across the Malaga-Granada 
provincial border. The school was 
set up in 1989 by a group of par-
ents, some of whom are still in-
volved today, this time, taking their 
grandchildren. 

With children aged between 
three and 18, the school offers the 
British curriculum as well as Span-
ish language and Spanish culture. 
“We try to give a wide range of sub-
ject options to give maximum op-
portunities,” said Jacobs. 

She added that the school uses 
the strong image of “roots and 
wings: roots to create a sense of 

belonging , ideas, security, confi-
dence; and wings where we en-
courage students to make choices.” 

Phoenix College Málaga 
James Riley is one of the three  co-
directors of Phoenix College 
Málaga, a small sixth form college 
in the city centre. 

Formed in the 2017-2018 school 
year, this “bridge between school 
and university” is unique in Spain, 
explained Riley. The college offers 
British A-level subjects as well as 
the Spanish PCE courses, so that 
students can go on to universities 
in Spain, Britain, Ireland, USA and 
around Europe. The school’s di-
rectors and the rest of the teach-
ers have all been in Malaga for 
more than 20 years, explained 
Riley, offering vast experience to 
their 35 to 40 students divided be-
tween Year 12 and 13, a number 
that “is perfect for us”, he added. 

All three teachers taking part in 
this webinar explained how de-
lighted they were to have returned 
to all the usual pre-pandemic ac-
tivities this current school year af-
ter three years affected in one way 
or another by lockdowns, restric-

tions and precautionary measures. 
“It’s been great to be able to wel-

come parents again so they can 
see the work the children are do-
ing,” said Midmer of Sunny View 
School, adding that this year the 
school will be holding its first spring 
fair since the pandemic in May, as 
well as a summer show. 

Similarly, at Almuñécar Inter-
national School, the students are  
preparing for their annual drama 
production, a musical involving a 
range of ages to be held in the lo-
cal Casa de la Cultura in June.  

An achievement this year at Al-
muñécar has been getting permis-
sion to install a lift for students and 
staff with mobility problems. The 
school has also been given permis-
sion by the Spanish authorities to 
increase its numbers. 

One of the highlights of this 
school year at Phoenix College, ex-
plained Riley, is their support for 
Malaga’s bid to host Expo 2027, 
whose theme is centred around a 
sustainable city.  

“We went to meet the mayor of 
Malaga to talk about the idea of the 
project,” he explained, adding that 
the experience and field trips are 
being integrated into the Geogra-
phy A-level course where the stu-
dents study an urban regenera-
tion project. 

Technology 
For Sunny View School, this is a 
year in which technology has 
gained greater importance. For 
headteacher Midmer, a positive 
side to the pandemic is that it has 
encouraged the use of technology 
in preparation for a world in which 
remote working is becoming more 
and more common.  

“We are preparing students for 
jobs that probably don’t even ex-
ist yet,” said Midmer. “Technology 
continues to advance at a phe-
nomenal rate worldwide and the 
better we can equip our students 
now the more capable they will be 
of entering competitive job mar-
kets later on,” she said, adding that 
now the school takes a blended ap-
proach to learning, using a giant 
touch screen and laptops in the 
classroom. 

Headteacher of Almuñécar In-
ternational School, Fiona Jacobs, 
agreed that Covid had pushed 
schools into realising how much 
of a role technology is playing in  
lives today and in response to that 
all the school’s teachers are  
currently involved in a professional 
development project with Google 
to help improve teaching and  
learning. 

“Technology is very important 
and we have to make sure we are 
adjusting to the changes to pre-
pare for future careers,” said Riley 

 SUR in English editor Rachel Haynes was joined by Victoria Midmer, headteacher of Sunny View School; James Riley, co-director of 
Phoenix College Málaga; and Fiona Jacobs, headteacher of Almuñécar International School.

Shaping the international 
leaders of the future

RACHEL  
HAYNES

 Education.  SUR in English brought together 
representatives of three schools to discuss how children 
are best prepared for university and the workplace

The teachers agreed 
that they have to 
embrace new 
technology such as 
artificial intelligence 
that can be used as a 
study aid 

Academic success is a 
priority: students go 
on to universities in 
Spain, Britain, Ireland, 
USA and other 
European countries 
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Riley of Phoenix College, where 
students and staff are currently 
busy analysing January’s exam re-
sults and preparing university  
applications. 

Career paths 
Guiding students in their decisions 
of what to study and which career 
path to pursue is one of the main 
challenges facing the world of  
education.  

In the case of Phoenix College, 
Riley explained that the teachers 
have a wealth of experience in pre-
paring students for UCAS applica-
tions to UK universities as well as 
those in Spain and other countries. 

However, while some are pur-
suing a specific career path, such 
as medicine, for Riley the impor-
tant thing is for students to be pre-
pared to be flexible, as many may 
not go into a job that is specific to 
their studies. “Employers are look-
ing for students who can adapt to 
the ever-changing world of work,” 
he said. 

“One of the main things is open-
ing their eyes to what is available,” 
said Jacobs of Almuñécar Interna-
tional School, who explained that 
students from the school had won 
sports scholarships to the US and 
Madrid, and that 95 per cent of the 
students went on to university. 

Inviting former students and 
parents into school to talk about 
their progress and careers and help 
inspire children is a tool used by 
all three schools. 

Midmer said that Sunny View 
School helps children decide what 
they want to do by showing them 
the options available to them. When 
children are choosing their GCSE, 
A-level and higher education op-
tions, visiting speakers and careers 
fairs as well as advice from the ca-
reers adviser are important. 

Jacobs of Almuñécar Interna-
tional School said that it was im-
portant to  “allow them to have that 
open-mindedness, giving them 
skills, preparing them for the world 
of work.” 

Outside experiences 
The webinar also looked at how 
students’ experiences outside 
school can be incorporated into 
the classroom. 

Use of internet and social me-
dia is a big part of children’s lives 
and schools do their bit to offer 
guidance to families. 

Fiona Jacobs explained that Al-
muñécar International School 
wants to ensure that internet use 
is a positive and safe experience 
and holds sessions for parents so 
they can understand technology 
to support their children, rather 
than being afraid of it. 

At Sunny View, explained Vic-

toria Midmer, they have a visit 
from the police who talk to  
students about the safe use of 
internet.  

With internet comes the use of 
artificial intelligence and the 
teachers discussed the use of 
ChatGPT, which can provide a 
perfect essay, a technological de-
velopment that “we can’t avoid” 
according to Jacobs. While stu-
dents should not use it for their 
course work AI could be used as 
a revision aid, she added. 

Riley of Phoenix College agreed 
that “we have to embrace” this 
new type of technology. “Students 
might be able to use them as a 
base for essays but then they need 
to build on those essays,” he 
added. “The students have to do 
an exam and they won’t have that 
technology in an exam. Exams 
are based on merit, to examiners 
they are just a number.” 

Midmer of Sunny View spoke 
of the importance for children to 
have interests outside school . 
“You have to enrich your life as 

much as you can. You have to 
teach the children to balance their 
school and personal life,” she said. 

“It’s hugely important to ap-
preciate talents the students have 
outside school and praise them,” 
said Fiona Jacobs, adding that the 
school has seen musicians and 
sports people of a very high level 
and the school has wanted to  
promote that. 

All of the three participants in 
the webinar were keen to stress 
how a variety of activities all 
helped stimulate students to 
make the most of their education. 

Almuñécar International 

School has just had a video ex-
change with a school in France 
to make the language learning 
more real, explained Jacobs.  

Sunny View School has it own 
allotment where children grow 
vegetables, added Midmer, as well 
as chickens and rabbits. Outdoor 
activity is an integral part of the 
Early Years curriculum, added 
Victoria. 

Trips are of course a vital com-
plement to classroom work. Just 
last weekend, Jacobs said, a group 
of Year 13 students from Almuñé-
car International School had 
come back from an English lit-
erature visit to Dublin, where they 
had visited Trinity College to get 
a taste of university life. 

“It’s important that children 
are seeing what they learn in the 
classroom in the real world,” said 
Victoria of Sunny View School. 

James Riley stressed that, as 
well as field trips, Phoenix Col-
lege students have a wealth of cul-
tural experience on their door-
step in the centre of Malaga. 

“They have the independence 
to go to the local library which is 
two minutes away, to go for a cof-
fee, to a gallery, and as teachers 
we can incorporate that into the 
lessons,” he said. 

“Phoenix College gives students 
independence and freedom but 
with that comes responsibility for 
their learning. In that way stu-
dents are preparing for univer-
sity,” said Riley. 

Giving the students the oppor-
tunity to do things they wouldn’t 
normally do to see what they 
might want to do in the future is 
also high up on all of the three 
schools’ priority lists. 

Both James Riley of Phoenix 
College and Victoria Midmer of 
Sunny View School gave the ex-
ample of sending debating teams 
to the European Youth Parliament 
event, which facilities the acqui-
sition of political and social skills. 

“At Sunny View we have em-
ployed a programme which pro-
motes debate, discussion, dia-
logue, role play, enquiry... so they 
leave school as confident and ar-
ticulate adults,” said Midmer.  

“Praising and motivating them 
is so key,” added Jacobs of  Al-
muñécar International School. 
“They need encouraging. If you 
can’t do it today, you will be able 
to do it tomorrow.” 

Critical thought 
As well as making sure learning 
is interesting and fun, James Riley 
stressed the importance of prac-
tical classes, especially in sci-
ences, and critical thinking. “It’s 
so important; students must em-
bed it into the way they think and 
their education. We need to make 
sure they are always thinking, 
how can I improve?” 

Jacobs agreed: “Critical think-
ing is something we work very 
hard on so that students are  
not manipulated, they have their 
own ideas they can evaluate  
situations.” 

“I hope we are helping to de-
velop students who are thought-
ful , who are good citizens, who 
will be thinking of the planet, sus-
tainability of all those key issues 
that we are presenting them with, 
so they are aware of areas of de-
velopment in the world. We want 
students to be safe, secure, happy 
and ready to learn.   

Midmer of Sunny View con-
cluded: “We have to make sure 
we are fostering a positive, chal-
lenging and stimulating environ-
ment where the children are con-
fident, independent learners, 
learning core values such as re-
silience, integrity, commitment 
to excellence in terms of academ-
ics, rigour, diligence, empathy.” 

James Riley  
 Co-director at Phoenix College 
Málaga 

“Many parents feel 
that Phoenix  
College is the go-to 
place for a sixth form 
education in Malaga,  
a bridge between 
school and  
university” 

“Phoenix College 
gives students 
independence and 
freedom but with that 
comes responsibility 
for their own 
learning”

Fiona Jacobs  
 Headteacher at Almuñécar 
International School 

“One of the main 
things is opening eyes 
to what is available, 
allowing them to have 
open-mindedness 
and preparing them 
for the world of work” 

“Critical thinking is 
something we work 
very hard on so that 
students are not 
manipulated, they 
have their own ideas 
they can evaluate 
situations”

Victoria Midmer  
 Headteacher at Sunny View School 

“We foster a positive 
challenging and 
stimulating 
environment where 
the children are 
confident, 
independent learners” 

 “The fact that many 
of the parents of our 
current students 
came to the school 
themselves is a 
reflection of the 
excellent reputation 
the school has” 
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BEST PRIMARY ARTWORK

E ncouraging students to be 
creative and nurturing their 
artistic and literary talents 

are priorities for the numerous in-
ternational schools on the Costa 
del Sol. Once again, the SUR in Eng-
lish Education and Learning sup-
plement bears witness to their suc-
cess in the form of our annual 
schoolwork showcase. 

As in previous years, interna-
tional schools and colleges across 
the south of Spain were invited to 
take part by sending in poems, 
short stories and artwork produced 
by their students. 

The selection submitted by 
teachers was then passed on to be 
analysed by the four members of 
the SUR in English schoolwork 
showcase panel of judges. 

Chaired by former editor of this 
newspaper Liz Parry, three spe-
cialists enjoyed reading and ex-
amining the work created by chil-
dren of ages ranging between four 
and 18. 

Liz was joined this year by jour-
nalist and art critic Georgina Ol-
iver, who offered her expert views 
of the artwork; British novelist and 
long-term Costa del Sol resident 
Joan Fallon, who focused on the 
short stories; and singer-song-
writer and SUR in English colum-
nist Peter Edgerton, who studied 
the poems. 

As will become clear over the 

pages of this special supplement, 
the children were given two words 
that had to be included in their po-
ems: ‘mystery’ and ‘spaghetti’, a 
challenge that the young poets rose 

to with skill and imagination. 
Similarly the schools were given 

a theme for the short stories: ‘es-
cape’. Joan Fallon said that in gen-
eral she was impressed by the 

young writers’ sense of observa-
tion. “I thought they were very 
imaginative in their approach,” 
she said. She explained that she 
used two criteria while she was 

making her selection: the original-
ity of the theme and the level of 
language used. 

The showcase is divided into two 
categories: primary and secon-
dary, although the judges stressed 
the big difference in the quality of 
writing between the older and 
younger primary children, mak-
ing their decisions harder. 

Joan Fallon said she found all of 
the secondary stories excellent and 
“creative in their interpretation of 
what they could escape, or not es-
cape, from”. 

For the artwork, as well as in the 
other categories, the judges 
stressed that they were not just 
looking for technique, but also 
imagination and creativity in the 
submissions. 

For this 2023 SUR in English 
schoolwork showcase, the news-
room received submissions from 
14 internationals schools, whose 
teachers had already done the hard 
work of making a pre-selection of 
three entries per category. 

The judges had words of thanks 
and congratulations for those 
teachers who once again encour-
aged their students to contribute 
to these pages. Unfortunately we 
do not have space to publish all of 
the work received, but look out for 
more of them in the Education sec-
tion of www.surinenglish.com over 
the coming days. 

Cyanne, age 11 
Novaschool Sunland 
International 
Journalist and art critic 
Georgina Oliver said, “Evok-
ing a screen print represent-
ing an alternative Union 
Jack, perhaps… Who knows? 
… salvaged from a ship-
wreck, this painting has a 
life of its own. It is at once 
structured and organic. 
Quite unique. Dark tentacu-
lar fragments set against a 
seabed-like background 
keep us guessing. We have 
no idea what it’s about, but 
we can’t take our eyes off 
it.”

Schoolwork showcase 
Young minds alive 
with imagination
 Quality.  SUR in English 
received poems, stories and 
artwork from 14 international 
schools; a selection of the 
best can be found 
in the pages of 
this special 
supplement

 

Judges.  Joan  
Fallon, Georgina 

Oliver and Liz 
Parry.  R. H.



March 10th to 16th 2023 
SUR IN ENGLISH 

5EDUCATION & LEARNING SPECIAL

BEST PRIMARY POEM

Katya, age 9 
English International College 
Singer-songwriter Peter Edgerton highlighted 
the “imaginative storytelling wrapped up in 
rhyme” in this poem. “Excellent work.”

RUNNER-UP PRIMARY ARTWORK

The Rossetti Spaghetti 

A short-sighted chef, whose name was Jeff, 
Cooked some spaghetti for his wife Betty, 
They ate and ate which increased their weight, 
Kind Jeff and Betty Rossetti! 

 
Their tangled pasta cooked faster and faster, 
Feeling drained, was poured on a plate, 
“The best food to eat, although it tastes sweet,” 
Cried Betty, “it’s great, great, great!” 

 
But things were not right, because of Jeff’s sight, 
A mystery still unsolved, 
For sugar he added instead of salt, 
And into the pot it dissolved. 

 
Now the wonder of Jeff’s minor mistake,  
Was actually a huge treat, 
For all unsavoury people in the world, 
Who ate his pasta turned sweet. 

 
So all the nasty villains turned nice, 
And goodness replaced evil deeds, 
And everyone shared, 
And everyone cared, 
And looked after each other’s needs. 

 
So if ever badness you meet on the street, 
Offer Jeff’s sweet spaghetti for them to eat!

Dominik,  age 5 
The Benalmádena 
International College 
“Sunflowers in a vase à la 
Van Gogh. What could be 
more predictable? Yet this 
version is joyful and sponta-
neous. In a word: sunny. Each 
splodge enhanced by pencil-
drawn petals and stems is 
different, and the blue-green 
setting adds extra shimmer 
to this lively still-life. Some-
how, you can tell that this 
child lives by the sea,” said 
art critic Georgina Oliver.
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BEST SECONDARY ARTWORK

 Nicole T. age 15 
Swans International School

 
Anita Burger, age 18 
English International College

BEST PRIMARY STORY

D anger is close. Deathly 
close. I can see it. I can 
hear it. I can feel it. My 

heart is pounding up in my 
mouth. 

I can hear the leaves of the 
remaining trees whispering 
frantically for me to leave. I 
won’t. I realise that I am mak-
ing a terrible mistake by stay-
ing, but what they did to my 
family is unforgivable. My 
blood boils hot in my veins. 
Anger is a monster that is 
hard to defeat. This time is no 
exception.  

But suddenly everything 
stopped, everything was good, 
everything was perfect. Only 
for a second. Then I heard the 
screams of fear, the smell of 
war and the heart-breaking 
view of a place that once was 
my home. It all flashed before 
my eyes, my house, my little 
sister, my favourite shop 
where I used to go every day. 
Everything I loved was now a 
sad handful of grey ash. It was 
as sad and helpless as I felt 
now.  Hot tears sprinted down 
my face, burning it like boiling 
water. In an instant, I heard 
the tanks moving slowly 

through the ruins of Ukraine 
like a hunter ready to leap on 
its prey.  

Looking for any survivors, 
the smell of damp moss and 
decaying life nauseated my 
nostrils. The tank stopped. All 
went silent. I heard  a slight 
movement in the long grass. It 
was a fox limping and squeal-
ing for help. I wanted to help 
but I was not ready to sacrifice 
my life yet. Then, in a flash, 
people were shouting for me 
to run. The tank started shoot-
ing and a bomb exploded 
where I was standing. Every-
thing went pitch black. Every-
thing stopped. Everything was 
gone;  good and bad every-
thing. I was gone. 

Not all stories have a happy 
ending. 

Escape Ukraine

 
This year art critic Georgina Oliver chose two works of 
art as joint best in the secondary category. She said: 
“Two totally different but equally magnetic ap-
proaches to an adolescent classic: the self-portrait, or 
portrait of a friend. The first is a brash ‘in yer face’ 
bathroom mirror image featuring stretched lips like 
those in Halloween tutorials - a snook at the on-
looker… The oversized hands are possibly a reflection 
of the preocupation with physical appearance many 
teenagers experience. The second is contemplative, a 
multi-faceted day dream.”

Sonya Anakhasyan, age 10 
Aloha College 
Novelist Joan Fallon commented on 
how this story was extremely good 
for a ten year old child. ”It’s very 
observant; you really feel she is 
there, that she is caught up in the 
war in Ukraine, unable to escape. It 
was both emotional and expres-
sive.” 
Former editor Liz Parry was also 
very impressed: “The use of im-
agery was very good.”

BEST SECONDARY STORY

It came unexpectedly. Could 
have happened to anyone, 
really. A misunderstanding. 

A last mistake.  
The water was cool and fresh, 

an ocean of freedom.  
With every swipe of my flip-

pers, I was propelled forward, 
the pointy end of my scaly face 
calmly cutting through the sur-
face. As I emerged, my nostrils 
were filled with sweet, salty air. 

With the sun slowly sinking 
into the pink horizon, I dipped 
down, back under the waves, 
tranquillity flushing through 
my body, warming the soft skin 
beneath my sturdy shell.  

A white thing bobbing up and 
down in the water caught my 
eye. Hunger overwhelmed me. 
Jellyfish! So strikingly tempting. 

I could already taste it in my 
mouth, the soft silky flesh. The 
perfect meal for a hungry turtle. 

I couldn’t resist. 
It was only when I had closed 

my jaws over the soft material 
that I realised this was no jelly-
fish. The texture was complex; 
flexible and most definitely not 
edible. It clamped around the 
insides of my throat, starving 
me of breath. 

Panic took hold. I jerked 
around, struggling against the 
threat. But the more I wasted 
my energy, the stronger my 
need for oxygen. The unknown 
substance slowly wrapped itself 
around my head, getting tighter 
with every movement. 

Gasping, I helplessly tried to 
paddle back to the surface. But 

the plastic was everywhere. Diz-
ziness was taking over. I didn’t 
know which way was up. My 
veins pumped their last blood.  

From the wrath of this plastic 
monster there was no escape.

N. M. E. age 14 
Laude San Pedro 
International College 
Novelist Joan Fallon said: “I 
thought this was good as it is well-
written and very topical; it draws 
attention to the widespread con-
cern about the pollution of the 
oceans. It’s quite moving at the 
end.” 
Former editor Liz Parry added: 
“The descriptions are vivid and dra-
matic.”

SELECTED SECONDARY ARTWORK

Mikella T. age 16 
British International 
School of Marbella 
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RUNNER-UP SECONDARY ARTWORK

Lisbela S. age 16 
British International School of 
Marbella 
Journalist and art critic Georgina Oliver 
said: “The delicately depicted personal 
belongings aligned here are filled with a 
subtly contemporary sense of poetry, 
suggesting human presence without 
showing us the people behind the ob-
jects. ‘Visual musicality’ is the term that 
springs to mind.” 

RUNNER-UP PRIMARY POEMBEST SECONDARY POEM

Each one the same, 
Yet different. 
Some absorb the salty bitter-
ness, 
Of what they’ve been given, 
And it weakens them, 
Making them softer, 

 
They drop, 
Twisting and turning, 
Falling into, 
And out of 
Eachother. 
 
Arms intertwined, 
They struggle for breath, 
Thick and sticky, 
They are becoming eroded, 
By what they have been given. 
 
They are drowning, 
Losing their identity, 
Their purity, 
And yet, 
They hold on. 
 
They cling together, 
Combined by, 
The sameness of who they are. 
 
The shining metallic tines 
Enter. 
Split,  twist and turn, 
Pulling a group of them apart, 
Lifting them up, 
Away, and, 
Gobbled. 
 
There is no mystery in life, 
We’re all just strands of spa-
ghetti, 
Hanging on, 
To who we are.

Isabel H. age 15 
Swans International School 
“Charmingly written, drawing in-
sightful parallels between a pot of 
pasta and the human condition. No 
easy task,” commented singer-song-
writer Peter Edgerton.

RUNNER-UP PRIMARY STORY

A s the night broke in, 
and the clouds started 
drifting away, a light-

ning strike suddenly blasted 
on the ground as if a bomb had 
fallen from the sky (I was petri-
fied). I stayed up all night, hop-
ing it would end but it didn’t. 
But as I finally got some sleep, 
I was woken by the sound of 
my dog howling: what was 
wrong? I asked myself and I 
saw it. A book that was laying 
open on the ground. I was 

wondering where it came 
from. My mom hates them and 
I don’t have time for that non-
sense but I was a curious little 
girl so I started reading. I felt 
as if I was actually in the story, 
like actually in it. How could 
that be possible? I think I like 
books. And they’re not as 
childish as I thought they were. 
Well in that story there was 
this girl that was in an aban-
doned desert that was full of 
pyramids there. Everywhere 
you look you see a pyramid. 
They looked so beautiful. As I 
ran towards them the little girl 

stopped me. She said I could 
get trapped in there but I told 
her this was only a fairytale 
but she told me she thought 
that too before she got trapped 
in the book. I told her that was 
nonsense. It is only a paper 
with words on it. How could 
you get trapped in that? But I 
was too tired to explore the 
pyramids so I decided to get 
out of here, but no matter how 
hard I tried to get out of here it 
never let me out. Maybe I will 
get stuck in here forever, 
maybe the little girl was right, 
maybe there’s no way back. 

Blu, age 9 
British International 
School of Marbella 
“I thought this was very origi-
nal,” said novelist Joan Fallon. 
“A very imaginative story.  You 
could read it on two levels. It 
was a fantasy where this child 
falls into the pages of the 
book and can’t get out, but 
also people read books and 
they’re trapped in it and have 
to read it to the end and the 
book stays with them.”

The Mystery Book

Food for Thought

SPECIAL MENTION PRIMARY ARTWORK

Judy,  age 5 
The Benalmádena International College 
“Hats off to this ‘junior Kandinsky’…! It takes a lot of concentration and 
perseverance for a five-year-old to fill a page with concentric circles 
‘peering out’ of a bright red background,” said Georgina Oliver.

Spaghetti monsters 

Mystery spaghetti monsters 
Sitting in my seat. 
They look so cute 
Until they show their teeth. 
They’ve got massive feet 
To chase you away. 
They’re allergic to wheat 

So they eat meat. 
And now they want to eat 
You-ou.ou! 
BOO!

Luke R. age 7 
Swans International School 
Peter Edgerton praised the clever 
idea behind this “fresh, funny and 
punchy little poem”.
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SPECIAL MENTION PRIMARY ARTWORK

Matthew A. S.  age 10 
Sunny View School 
“Whether based on a photograph or en-
tirely imaginary, this drawing incorporating 
a multiplicity of sketching techniques is 
thoroughly evocative. You can hear and 
feel those gusts of wind blowing,” said art 
critic Georgina Oliver. 

O n yet another spiritless 
Monday morning, Jack 
stared at the clock, 

wondering about skipping His-
tory while Mr Acker droned on 
about Winston’s psychological 
escape from Big Brother. 

“Another fail.” Acker threw 
Jack’s essay at him. “You’ll go 
nowhere in life.”  

Hopelessness hovered over 
the halls as the day crawled on. 
Could he escape the secretary’s 
beady eye? Waiting until she 
was distracted, Jack crept out.  

Walking the buzzing city 
streets, Jack spotted a cat slip-
ping into a barely perceptible 
alleyway tucked between build-
ings. Arching its back with mat-
ted black fur, the cat’s pupils 
narrowed to slits. It turned 
away, tail twitching… beckoning 
the boy. Intrigued, Jack pur-
sued it, yet when the feline van-
ished through a foggy window, 
darkness descended.  

Peering into nothingness, 
Jack could just about make out 
a signpost with weathered ar-
rows pointing in opposite direc-
tions. The one to the right read 
“Somewhere”, leading to a pas-
sage paved with ancient manu-

scripts - a hive of activity. 
Loaded with books and brief-
cases bulging with papers, eve-
ryone looked productive, pur-
poseful, driven.  

To the left, “Nowhere” 
seemed much more alluring. 
Jack meandered through a for-
est of greenery where the 
soothing scent of lavender 
drifted on the breeze.  

And there was that manky cat 
again… tail twitching, tempting 
him into the hollow of an an-
cient oak. And there he was. 
Nowhere.  

A colourless concrete jungle 
where hollow-eyed folk were 
immersed in screens of all 
types, where clouds clung mis-
erably to the oppressive grey 
sky. Nowhere: where nothing 
changed, nothing happened, 
and no one left (so rumour had 
it).  

He was stuck there. Nowhere. 
Jack finally understood what 

Acker had meant. “Nowhere” - 
where you end up when you do 
nothing in life. Jack was deter-
mined: he’d get back on the 
road to Somewhere.  

That, or he'd make Some-
where out of Nowhere. 

The Path to Nowhere

RUNNER-UP SECONDARY STORY

Maya Sequero Critchley,  
age 17 
Phoenix College Málaga 
Joan Fallon liked the “clever 
theme” of this story. “This 
cleverly constructed story is 
about a day-dreaming teen-
ager who finally reliases which 
road he should take,” she said. 
 
 
Liz Parry liked the moral of the 
story: “The fact that he de-
cides to make somewhere out 
of nowhere and do his own 
thing is very imaginative.”

RUNNER-UP SECONDARY POEM

Irma, age 13 
English International College 
In this poem “rich vocabulary and striking imagery combine to convey 
a weighty message”, said poetry judge Peter Edgerton.

Broken Inside 
 

The spaghetti junction of life is a tangled web,  
Overcrowded, confused, aloof,  
Human nature’s a mystery yet to be solved,  
Of which suffering’s it’s daily proof. All  
bungled together on life’s plate,  
Smothered in a hot sauce of wrath,  
Vying, non-complying and slowly dying,  
Each trying to find his own path  
 
Wearing a dark cloak of jealousy,  
With emerald envy embroidered,  
Hostility, inflexibility, unapproachability,  
And the despair of being avoided.  
A society of self-serving souls,  
With kindness the exception, not the rule, 
Cyber bullying our modern prison, How  
did we end up such fools? 
 
The loneliness of the human race,  
Now a race of “just me alone,”  
Yet to win we must destroy others,  
and crush them to the bone?  
Surely we can reach the finishing line,  
Without a trophy on the shelf,  
That’s been won by manipulation,  
And the price lost is our own self?  
 
At the end of the day, we stand vulnerable,  
Unhappy, unstable, unhealed,  
A tarnished spirit is no way to end,  
So let’s all to compassion yield. 

Jiayan Z.  age 9 
Swans International School 
“Intriguing. A periscope-like abstract seascape. ‘What you 
don’t see, is what you get…’  We know the sky is there, 
because of the birds in flight… We know the fish is there, 
because of its tail. However, we need the visual informa-
tion that’s beyond the circle to be completely in the pic-
ture,” said Georgina Oliver.
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SPECIAL MENTION SECONDARY ARTWORK

Andrea F.M.  age 17 
The British School of 
Málaga 
“Stunningly topical, this 
striking painting of young 
‘women under the influence’ 
of the meta universe, all 
glued to their mobile devices, 
all oblivious to each other… 
echoes the atmosphere of 
domestic scenes by the ‘Mas-
ter of Candlelight’, Georges 
de la Tour. Absolutely rivet-
ing,” enthused art critic, 
Georgina Oliver.

Norah Mifsut,  age 8 
Novaschool Sunland 
International 
Georgina Oliver said: “This 
whimsical long-nosed rodent 
also caught my eye. A proces-
sion of unidentified creepy-
crawlies was in attendance, 
adding an amusing touch.”

SPECIAL MENTION PRIMARY ARTWORK

SELECTED SECONDARY STORY

I ron bars, durable as dia-
monds. Mindless guards, 
brains coded with ‘ESCAPE 

= PUT IN CELL’. White gruel, 
no nutrients, no flavour.  To-
gether, invincible. Alone, pa-
thetic. Just how to get them 
alone? ……… Plan made. 

A well-built man, with a 
poorly built mind. He is just 
minding his own business, 
oblivious of the bowl of gruel 

metres from his feet. Seconds 
later, a loud CRASH reverber-
ates through the cell. Two out 
- gruel and air-headed guard - 
one more to go.  

Sharpening a titanium 
spoon on a stone wall is no 
easy task. Getting the perfect 
knife-like edge requires ex-
pertise. But I know how to 
knock out the bars. And the 
cell. And the WHOLE complex. 

SEVERAL HOURS LATER 
Nighttime. Every detail is in 

place. Steel vs Titanium knife 
+ Applied force =  A blazing 
prison. Or a gap big enough I 
can sneak through. The mo-
ment of truth. Y13 Athletics 
helps a lot. I concentrate all of 
my focus and energy into the 
tip of the knife. My family, my 
friends, my house … my life. 
With my desire for escaping 
burning hotter than the prison 
will, I force all of my vitality 
into a single throw. I let go. 

With the speed of a fighter 

jet, my carved knife darts 
swiftly towards its target. Eve-
rything depends on this. I 
close my eyes. A screech ech-
oes through the room. I open 
my eyes. 

Clouds of smoke reap the 
cell. An intense, turquoise fire 
dissolves the metal bars. I take 
my portion of gruel and hurl at 
one of the flames, extinguish-
ing it so I can crawl through. 
The next moments were a 
blur. Alarm bells ring, guards 
flood in, taking no notice of 
me. My goal is in my sight. The 

exit. Adrenaline boosts up 
those final steps. I’m out. Op-
eration Jailbreak success.

Yousef Toubah, age 12 
Aloha College 
Joan Fallon said: ”I selected this 
because the style of writing is 
action-packed and it fitted with 
escape. He has short sentences, 
sometimes just phrases. You 
were pulled along by the lan-
guage. 
“It’s fun to read,” said Liz Parry.

Escape
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SELECTED PRIMARY ARTWORK

  
I. D. C. age 7 
Novaschool Benalmádena 
“I have a soft spot for little beasties with a twinkle in 
the eye,” said Georgina Oliver, picking out these two 
pieces of artwork. “Both come to life, using very sim-
ple means, crayon strokes, with unexpected patterns.”  

 
Mia Holm, age 9 
Sotogrande International School 
“This fun portrait of a somewhat ‘disheveled’ owl re-
lies on a variety of patterns not usually associated 
with plumage to suggest feathers. Delightfully crea-
tive,” added the art critic.

SPECIAL MENTION PRIMARY STORY

Squeak’s Great Escape!
7:32 pm 

Alright. I’ve had enough. Up to 
about two months ago, I was 
happy; it was just me and 
Henry, and we spent all our 
time together. He would feed 
me, play with me and pet me 
until I fell asleep. Great. But 
now there is someone else, a 
terrorist. She yells ALL night 
long, throws food at me and 
pokes her fingers in my cage, 
yet when I bite her, they yell at 
me and she becomes a siren. I 
don't know why they love her 
so much, she's really just a 
troll with pink bows and pig-
tails. Not so great.  

So, I'm going to escape.  
Ok, Ok I get this might not 

be the best idea, but put your-
self in my shoes, It's really a 
life-or-death situation.  

Hear me out.  
Every day, twice, Henry lets 

me out to eat, that's when I'll 
make a run for it. But for now 
I'm tired. Goodnight. 

6:58am 
I’ve a good feeling about to-
day, I can feel it in my nose, 
like a good smell. Actually, 
nevermind, I think that's my 
breakfast. Here’s my chance! 

Aha! Gotcha! I totally fooled 
Henry: a Bite’n’Run. Now I’m 
running, better take cover, he 
will only be shocked for a mo-

ment. Wait, oh no, The Troll is 
here! Gotta dash! She can't get 
me under the sofa, I'll rest 
there for now. I feel rather 
peaceful actually. Except I'm 
REALLY hungry, I should've 
eaten. Y’know, it wouldn't 
hurt if I went for a snack..  

Oops. I went too far.  
Quick! Run! Running 

through a kitchen-roll, over a 
tile, and under the coffee-ta-
ble. I’m really tired…  a tiny 
nap couldn't hurt, after all, no 
one will find me here.  Yeah, 
just a nap. I've had enough es-
caping for one day…  

Squeak.

Alexandra Blach 
Petersen, age 10 
Aloha College 
Novelist Joan Fallon said she 
found this story amusing as it 
is written from the point of 
view of an animal tormented 
by some new member of the 
family. 
“Very observant on the 
writer’s part, as every time 
[the animal] is going to es-
cape he feels hungry or tired. 
So he is his own worst enemy 
in the end,” said Joan Fallon. 
Former editor Liz Parry also 
picked out this story: “I loved 
the humour.”

SELECTED SECONDARY ARTWORK

Cristina A. N. age 16 
The British School of Málaga 
“Another example of a delicately executed entry, with a poetic musicality to it… I love this one!” said Georgina Oliver.

B right light slamming 
into my eyes, cars 
honking, people yell-

ing, so LOUD like a sledge-
hammer SMASH, SMASH. 
Need to escape, need to hide, I 
duck into an alleyway and 
press my hands on my ears. 
Deep breaths, I need to take 
deep breaths, in, and out, in, 
and out.  

That's better, I shakily stand 
up and start making my way 
home taking deep breaths all 
the while. Keys out eyes for-
ward, don't pay attention to 
the sounds or light. The door 
opens releasing grating 
squeaks and groans that hit 
me. Too much, it's too much I 
can’t handle it. No, I can make 
it, just one more flight of 
stairs. 

Children rush by me 
shrieking and yelling, I double 
over in pain slamming my 
eyes shut clamping my hands 
over my ears. No, stop, re-
member what the doctor said. 
In, and out, in, and out deep 
breaths, I exhale shakily. Eight 
more steps to go, now seven, 

six, four more, now one.  
There it is, my door at the 

end of the hallway, I'm almost 
there. I run to it and flip 
through my keys till I find the 
right one. I jam the key into 
the lock and turn the key, a 
blast of fresh air hits me, so 
refreshing and calming. My 
dog runs to me barking all the 
while, I hear music playing 
from the street below, tv play-
ing in the background. These 
sounds are not overpowering 
or scary, they are calming and 
happy. These sounds are the 
sounds of home, my escape 
from the madness, my own lit-
tle palace of peace.

The Madness

SELECTED SECONDARY STORY

Jack N. age 13 
The British School of 
Málaga 
Liz Parry said “This had 
good short, sharp sen-
tences, followed by the 
calmness at the end. A 
good use of tempo.”

SPECIAL MENTION PRIMARY POEM

Mr Detective Inspector 

Mr detective inspector,  
Is a serious pasta collector,  
He lives in an house in Rome,  
In the garden here is a gnome,  
He is solving a certain mystery,  
That has an Italian history,  
His work makes him extra tired,  
Because his life is almost expired  
His latest mystery was so great  
Without it nobody ate  
Spaghetti was his favourite choice,  

That’s how he gets his singing voice,  
One Friday no pasta could he found,  
However, he followed a familiar 
sound,  
He walked a little faster,  
And fell in the cheesy pasta  
Finally, the puzzle was resolved,  
For all of the people inrolled,  
At last he could well rest,  
And the food he could digest,  
He’s still the best detective,  
His inspectors were almost effect 
The END 

Elizabeth, age 8 
British 
International 
School of Marbella 
This poem had a sense 
of “humorous, breezy 
fun”, said singer-song-
writer Peter Edgerton, 
and a “good story idea”.
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MARBELLA 
 SUR.  The American College in 
Spain (ACS) is the first American 
High School (ESO and Bachil-
lerato) and University of Andalu-
sia, offering a fully approved 
American curriculum. This year 
the center celebrates its tenth 
anniversary with a record num-
ber of graduate students. 
This year the American College 
in Spain celebrates its 10th an-
niversary. How has the college 
evolved during this time? 
 The truth is that it has seen sig-
nificant changes. When we first 
started in 2013, we concentrated 
solely on the university program 
(2+2), since this was our area of 
expertise. Nevertheless, my fa-
ther, who is the actual founder of 
The American College, had been 
considering adding a high school  
to our program. After 4 years of 
offering university courses, we 
realized that there was a niche 
for a high school option, espe-
cially on my part since I had kids 
that were reaching that age. In 
2016 we introduced our first year 
of high school studies. 
Are you planning a special ce-
lebration? 

We will celebrate our 10th year 
anniversary this June during our 
graduation ceremony for our high 
school students. It will also coin-
cide with the fact that this year we 
have the largest graduating class, 
so it will be a double celebration. 
Have you formed any profession-
als during these last 10 years? 
Well, we have had many success 
stories. One of our students who 
completed her first 2 years of uni-
versity studies with us, transferred 
to Madrid, completed her degree 
and has now been accepted to 
study International Law. She is 
also working concurrently for a 
political party while she pursues 
her law degree.  

My daughter did her high school 
and first 2 years of university at 
ACS, transferred to Florida Inter-
national University in Miami, to 
the Chaplin School of Hospitality 
and is now working as a human 
resources manager for one of the 
Marriot hotels. 

One of our other students also 
transferred to Florida Internatio-
nal University and graduated with 
honors in Psychology. She has now 
been accepted into the Masters 
program in the same university. 

We also have had high school 
students who have been offered 
full scholarships to universities 
in the United States, specifically 
in golf and tennis. 
For those people who still have 
not heard of The American Col-
lege in Spain, what distinguishes 
your institution? 
I believe that it is a combination 
of factors; evidently, we are a 
small institution, and this gives it 
a family environment. The class-
room sizes are reduced which en-
courages good interaction and al-

lows teachers to be aware of each 
students’ needs. 

Another factor that distin-
guishes us is flexibility. The high 
school program allows students 
to join our school at any time of 
the year. Furthermore, students 
who need to travel for a variety 
of reasons are still able to follow 
the classes online. For this rea-
son, our offer is ideal for athle-
tes because they can follow their 
sports commitments without fa-
lling behind on their studies. 

Another advantage of our sys-

tem is that students can finish their 
high school with us and continue 
into the university program without 
having to follow the tedious appli-
cation process which most univer-
sity freshmen must go through. 

We also offer various options 
to students in accordance to their 
needs. This year, for example, we 
have incorporated the “Fast Track” 
option, which allows a student to 
complete high school and univer-
sity in a shorter period. 
Which types of students show 
interest in your program? 
All types. As previously mentio-
ned, our program was initially de-
signed for  athletes, however, ACS 
is perfect for students who prefer 
a small institution with flexibility 
and personalized attention.  

Many of our students are from 
the Costa del Sol area and of diffe-
rent nationalities. Most want to fi-
nish their university studies in the 
United States, although they also 
have the option of finishing in Eu-
rope. 

Apart from being flexible, the 
American system has other ad-
vantages; the focus is to welcome 
students and guide them to deve-
lop self-confidence and discover 
their talent whilst becoming aca-
demically successful. Having an 
American uteniversity degree is 
widely recognized and respected. 
What do you think your students 
and their families value the most? 
I think it is the availability and will-
ingness of the teachers staff to 
reach out to students at any time. 

- Flexibility 
- Reduced class sizes 
- Personalized education 
- International, diverse, and fa-

miliar environment 
And obviously the education 

received, as well as the many op-
tions of going into the workforce 
in the future. 
What diploma do the students re-
ceive, and who is it accredited by? 
Students who complete the high 
school program will receive a high 
school diploma directly from the 
United States. We are an interna-
tional center of University of Mis-
souri High School (Mizzou Acad-
emy) which is fully accredited by 
Cognia and the North Central As-
sociation Commission on Accredi-
tation and School Improvement in 
the United States. 

As for our university program, 
we are an international center of 
Broward College. Students who 
join our university program are 
simultaneously enrolled in Brow-
ard College in Florida and ob-
tain an Associate of Arts degree 
after 2 years. They then transfer 
to the United States or any other 
American university in Europe to 
complete their degree. This is 
known as our 2+2 program. 

Broward College is accredited 
by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commis-
sion on Colleges (SACSCOC) to 
award associate and baccalaure-
ate degrees.

“ACS is perfect for students who 
prefer a small institution with 
flexibility and personalized attention”

INTERVIEW. Melissa Butler, Director of The American College in Spain

THE AMERICAN COLLEGE IN SPAIN

Melissa Butler, director of ACS. SUR
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SELECTED SECONDARY POEM

Spaghetti and mystery 

 
I am sitting on the porch, 
on the last day of March, 
eating spaghetti and watching the sun, 
watching the sun setting over the horizon. 
 
I am sitting on the porch,  
on the last day of March, 
sipping black tea and thinking,  
thinking about the old days 
when I was just a kid. 
 
I am sitting on the porch,  
on the last day of March,  
listening the birds singing,  
singing about all the beauty around. 
 
I am sitting on the porch,  
on the last day of March,  
feeling how the evening freeze 
is spilling through my veins. 
 
I am sitting on the porch 
embracing last sunset of March, 
mystery and beauty  
watching around.

Jolana, age 16 
The Benalmádena 
International College 
This poem “chugs along nicely”, 
said singer-songwriter Peter Edg-
erton. “Steady rhythm and nice 
use of repetition give this poem 
its power.”

Julie, age 17 
English International College 

Art critic Georgina Oliver said: ”An engaging combination of abstract patterns and figurative reptilian 
subject matter… Can’t wait to see the stained glass version!”

SELECTED SECONDARY ARTWORK

The Lonely Spaghetti
There once was a spaghetti in a 
lonely plate, 
He cried and cried until he de-
cided  
to escape,  
the lonely spaghetti didn’t know 
where to go, 
until he thought of an idea, 
a mysterious one though, 

the lonely spaghetti wanted to go 
to the moon, 
but when he got to the rocket he 
became a  
mystery of Doom

Clara Angulo Jimenez,  age 11 
Novaschool Sunland Int.

SELECTED PRIMARY POEMS

The Mystery of Spaghetti
It’s slimy, wormy and thin, 
what is it? 
White, brown, 
we need to boil it, 
what is it? 
Snap! Snap! 
When it falls, 
what is it? 
Meatballs,Meatballs, 
what is it? 
Tomato,Tomato, 
what is it? 
Hard stick, Hard stick 

when is not boiled, 
wormy, wormy, 
when we boil it, 
what is it? 
what is it? 
Spaghetti 
Spaghetti 
that’s what it is

M. B. M. age 9 
Almuñécar 
International School

The Match
Oh, look at the confetti,  
Writhing up like spaghetti,  
Oh, look at the chairs,   
Going down the stairs,  
  
Look at the other team,  
Their hair going up like steam,  
Look at the winning team,  
Their faces in an eternal beam,  
  
Oh, what a mystery,  
The loosing players misery,  
Oh, look at their streak,  
All broken and weak,  

 The confetti keep growing,  
And the stadium is flowing,  
A trainer is jumping,  
And another is crying.  

Nico R. S. age 10 
Sunny View School
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A s the fog lifts from my 
mind, I take in my sur-
roundings. I seem to be 

locked in some sort of 
prison.The smell of dampness 
and sewage in the air stings my 
nostrils. The sense of fear rises 
in me at the sound of scratch-
ing, is it a dog, rat or even a hu-
man? In the distance, I can hear 
shouting and bars shaking. I 
stumble forward with my arms 
out, I kick a bucket of water,it 
has not fallen over but it has 
splashed my shoes. I touch the 
crumbling walls. My eyesadjust 

to the darkness and I can make 
out the graffiti on the walls, 
words written like H8TE, K1LL 
and FRE3DOM.  

I’m so confused and scared; I 
can feel the sweat dripping 
down my back and can taste it 
on my lips. A phone rings and it 
is louder than my ears can take, 
there is a flashing red light at 
the corner of the cell, I stumble 
forward towards the noise. 
From the red light, I can make 
out a door with a clear tube run-
ning up the side of it and a key-
pad. I snatch at the phone; I 
hear a computerized voice say-
ing “Everything you need to es-
cape is in the room with you.” I 

put down the phone and I set to 
work. 

This is what I’m good at, I 
scan the room, I see the bucket 
of water, I see the madman’s 
writing, I pick up the bucket of 
water, I pour it in the tube next 
to the door, the key rises, I grab 
it, put the key in the keypad, 
and punch in the numbers 813 
- the door clicks open! “Con-
gratulations.” said the man,“You 
completed the escape room in 
thirty-nine minutes and six sec-
onds.”

SPECIAL MENTION PRIMARY STORY

Escape

B illy’s head felt really 
strange - it was like 
someone was scram-

bling eggs in it. Gingerly, he 
opened his eyes, hoping to see 
his mixed martial arts posters 
but knowing deep down in the 
centre of his body that he 
wasn’t in his bedroom. 

As his eyes became accus-
tomed to the darkness that sur-
rounded him, he realised that 
he was in a cell. But not a jail 
cell. It was a dungeon, deep un-
derneath the surface of the 
Earth. He was freezing, his py-
jamas were damp from the 
cold, stale air; his fingers and 
toes were as cold as the frozen 
sausages in his mom’s freezer.  

Slowly, he reached up and 
pulled a tranquiliser dart from 
his neck and with the pain his 
memory returned  - he was a 
prisoner of the Laires Rellik, 
feared all over the state of Ohio. 
He would become the latest 
victim of the killer. 

He had to get away. Feeling 
his way along the wall which 
was as smooth as polished 
marble, he stopped when he 
reached the reinforced, metal 

door which was sealed tightly.  
Desperately, he tugged at the 

door but it was locked. 
All of a sudden, Billy felt ex-

hausted but out of the corner of 
his eye he glimpsed a flash of 
silver. He crawled carefully to-
wards it and his fingers even-
tually wrapped around a sharp 
piece of metal - it was a knife. 

Using the edge of the metal 
knife, he picked the huge com-
plicated lock on the door and 
after what seemed like an eter-
nity the door sprang open. 
Without thinking, he began to 
run up the stairs which 
stretched as far as his eye 
could see.  There was only one 
thing on his mind: escape.

Danilo Lalovic, age 9 
Aloha College 
Joan Fallon said: “This was 
good because of the detail he 
went to. He really is observant 
about what’s around him, ex-
plaing how he managed to get 
out.” 
Liz Parry added, “You could feel 
the sensation of him being 
somewhere cold and dark and 
damp.”

A. G. age 16 
Almuñécar International School 
“Fluttering vivid contrasts, against a pastel 
backdrop… A gathering of distinct-hued 
butterflies unlikely to occur in their respec-
tive natural habitats, but what’s wrong 
with letting our imagination run wild?” said 
Georgina Oliver of this piece of artwork.

SPECIAL MENTION SECONDARY STORY

Escape

l came alive the second the 
Brush caressed the canvas, 
staining her path with 

black ink, over and over again, 
in seemingly no pattern at all. 
An array of small, seemingly 
insignificant lines and shapes, 
different sizes and different 
shades. That is me, a small, 
thick, black line, beginning in 
a deeper tone before fading 
away into the surrounding 
canvas. 

I can hear as the Brush 
moves around me, dancing 
tantalisingly as she paints, 
pressing lightly and then hard, 
and then lightly again, lifting 
periodically, sometimes to 
leave and return with freshly 
daubed bristles. I know not 
what the Brush is plotting, 
what her trail will illustrate 
when she dabs the cloth one 
final time. Her dance, I recog-

nise not by the pattern of her 
steps, but by the swift manner 
in which she executes them. 
Sumukhwa, that is what she is 
performing. Her intent is to 
tell a story nobody can foresee 
before she executes her final 
touches.  

I wish only to escape the 
confines of the beauty she has 
painted to be able to witness 
the full story, but I am bound 
to my canvas for as long as it 
takes ink to disappear.  

Mia Windhagauer, age 16 
Aloha College 
Joan Fallon said: “It was an inter-
esting theme as she’s not in con-
trol of her life as the painter is in 
control of it. It is very well-writ-
ten.”

SELECTED SECONDARY ARTWORK

SELECTED SECONDARY STORIES

The Escape

T he calm before the 
storm. I lay tranquilly 
on my bed on a cold, 

misty night and I vividly re-
member reading my mystery 
book and being so engrossed 
in it that I didn’t even notice 
when tragedy struck the city. 
The ground shook and my lit-
tle brother pounced onto my 
bed. Fear had spread on his 
face. “The ground just shook; 
did you not feel it?” he 
shrieked. Abruptly, the ground 
shook once again and my 
worst fears were quickly be-
coming a reality. Our parents 
grabbed us, and we ran down 
to our basement. I could feel 

the tremble beneath my feet. 
Somehow, we all split up and 
took refuge under sturdy ta-
bles. Now, all I recall is sinking 
down as if the ground didn’t 
exist. I felt like I was being 
sucked up into a black hole. 

Suddenly, I hit rock bottom 
and could see the walls crum-
bling like a sandcastle. I went 
blank and then acknowledged 
that I was trapped like the 
British soldiers in their cells. 
My world had suddenly turned 
pitch black buried under lay-
ers of bricks. I started yelling 
for help because my life de-
pended on that. There was no 
way I could possibly free my-

self. All I could hear were the 
echoes of my own howls. Tears 
rolled down my cheeks and I 
thought I would never see day-
light again. I couldn’t even 
shout anymore, my throat dry 
and my lungs empty; so, I de-
cided to leave it to fate. After 
what felt like an eternity, out of 
the blues, I heard a scrambling 
noise and tried to shout with-
out knowing if my voice was 
reaching the other end. I was 
pulled out and spotted my 
family in the distance, what a 
relief! My heart just skipped a 
beat! That was my miraculous 
escape.

Dylan H. P. age 11 
Sunny View School

Freddy, age 13 
Mayfair International 
Academy

A Miraculous Escape

SELECTED PRIMARY POEMS

The Mystery of Life

Alone in this world, 
not a wound I can heal, 
a mystery that lies, 
in this world so called real, 
foods I once loved like spaghetti 
and more, 

aren’t the foods that I once 
adored, 
people I cared for, 
my family and friends, 
whom I want to say sorry to, 
and finally make amends

 
Daniela L. R. age 10 
The British International 
School of Marbella

Italiano food
Spaghetti with chilli 
Playing in a mystery town in It-
aly 
Amazing parmesan cheese with 
bolognaise 
Good Italian food 
Heat wave through Rome in 
summer heating up my pepper-

oni 
Eating Caesar salad and Italy’s 
best mozzarella cheese 
Take in the beautiful nature and 
say thank you please 
Tumble off the trampoline 
I’m the holder of catching the 
freshest sardine

  
Henrik S. age 11 

The Benalmádena 
International College
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The teachers from BSM at a school in Ethiopia.  SUR

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Ethiopian villages 
helped by  fundraising

T wo teachers from the 
British School of 
Malaga  recently went 

on a trip to Ethiopia to see 
the various projects that the 
Fundación Harena carries 
out with help from the funds 
raised by the school. 

They were pleased to see 
the impact of the new wells 
that had been drilled in some 
of the villages, giving the lo-
cal people access to clean, 
fresh water.  One tribal chief 
stated, “We now feel like hu-
mans because we do not need 
to drink from the same wa-
tering hole as the animals.”  

This basic necessity has 
meant hygiene has improved 

and children are healthier. 
They are also spending less 
time fetching water for their 
families and can now attend 
school. 

The wells have also helped  
the villagers to become self-
sufficient and able to grow 
their own crops for food.   

Another project by the foun-
dation is to provide solar light 
packs to villagers with 30 
homes helped by the support 
of the British School of  
Malaga.  The teachers rounded 
off the trip with a visit to 
Mother Teresa’s hospital in 
Addis Ababa, Missionaries of 
Charity, which is the largest 
medical centre in Ethiopia.

SELECTED SECONDARY POEMS

Just Four Short Days 
 
Sadness finds her south of the black clouds, 
Where the sun has fallen to the ground and rolled away, 
Soft-petalled flowers have beheaded themselves, 
And emerald blades of grass turned grey. 
She lingers in caverns dank and dismal, 
Throwing spaghetti at the wall and seeing what sticks, 
As her mind plunges to depths abysmal, 
And plays its heartless tricks. 
 
Grief comes by to sit a while, 
And she asks for how long he’ll stay, 
He says, “I’ve all the time in the world,” 
As she clutches her wreath bouquet. 
Then Grief explains, “I’m your unspent love, 
The trickling tears in your eyes, 
The lump in your throat, the hollow of your chest, 
And the starkness that loss implies.” 
 
That loss - a life cut short with a scythe, 
Sudden, brutal, unfair, 
Just bundled up into four short days, 
And a baby cradle laid bare. 
Babygrows laid out in neat rows, 
With miniature cotton socks, 
A silent rattle discarded, 
And unused baby blocks. 
 
The mystery of why knows no answer, 
But in time Grief’s visits grow shorter, 
And mid-winter leaves the mother’s soul, 
Caressing the memory of her daughter.

Vera,  age 13 
English International College

BSM hosts the 2022 
University Fair

T he British School of 
Malaga hosted a Uni-
versity Fair organised 

by the British Council together 
with the British Embassy.  

Malaga was one of three 
cities, together with Madrid 
and Barcelona, chosen by the 

British Council to host this 
event during their 2022 tour.  
Attending the event was Mr 
Dominic Jackson, the vice-
consul of Malaga as well as 
representatives from the 
British Council and the Brit-
ish Embassy.

Officials and staff at the University Fair.  SUR

First Day 
 
As I stood in the hallway, a bright 
light inside of me,  
A shiver went down my arms. Then 
my body. 
New beginning, it was destiny.  
‘Let me introduce our new student 
Dottie!’ 
They snickered, pointed and stared 
at me. 
The sound of whispers contaminated 
the air;  
what they said, still remains a mys-
tery 
I walked to my desk, old and dusty  
managing not to trip.  
I fell - my legs tangled like spaghetti  
‘Hey, I’m Sara. You’re Dottie right?’ 
I gave her a little nod, she could tell I 
was shy. 
New Friends. New School. This year 
will be a ride 
I just hope these new friends will 
stay by my side 

Aimee,  age 13 
Novaschool Sunland 
International
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REVIEW

Kiss the CASbah

S otogrande International 
School’s first year di-
ploma students success-

fully organised and hosted their 
school’s annual Moroccan 
themed event, ‘Kiss the CASbah’ 
for the first time in four years 
since the pandemic.  

This fundraiser was inaugu-
rated over a decade ago and be-
came a tradition ever since. 
When considering the skills 
needed for the students’ futures, 
transferable skills are undenia-
bly of the utmost importance. 
Collaboration, problem solving, 
interpersonal communication, 
time management, to mention 
just a few. ‘Kiss the CASbah’ al-
lowed students to explore that 
by permitting them to take on 
leadership roles such as ticket 
sales, finances, marketing, ca-
tering, waiting on tables or en-
tertainment. Over 35 students 
volunteered to work in one of 
these many fields to cater for 
240 people and provide a night 
full of live performances. 

The event was entirely non-
profitable for the school and or-
ganised by The Kindred Project, 

the school’s unique, student-
driven organisation supporting 
charities all around the world, 
building facilities and providing 
children in need with an educa-
tion. All the money raised this 
year was sent to economically 
fund the construction of a new 
classroom in Asni, with the 
school’s partner association, Ti-
wizi. Those diploma students in-
terested will take on a journey to 
the association in Morocco at 
the end of March, to help build 
the said classroom, learn more 
about the Moroccan culture and 
meet the children there.  

Of course, this night wasn’t 
without its challenges. The stu-
dents spent long, tiring hours 
arranging meetings, contacting 
firms, scheduling and assessing 
auditions, selling tickets and 
decorating the school’s canteen. 
However, through supporting 
each other and the excelling 
amount of resilience each indi-
vidual displayed, they were able 
to push through and end the 
night with 7,000€ raised for 
charity, more than thirty live 
performances and over 300 

tickets sold. The successes of 
the night were clearly show-
cased through the beaming 
smiles of both the students 
working and the people attend-
ing when the event came to an 
end.  

There is nothing unusual or 
uncommon about a school-
based event, however, what set 
Sotogrande International apart 
from the rest was their ability to 
exhibit their inertia in being a 
collective full of love and kind-
ness. The level of acceptance 
and compassion present is what 
set the tone for this truly en-
chanting night. Whether the at-
tendees were waitressing, eat-
ing, singing with a rock band or 
performing poetry, every person 
in the room willingly opened 
their arms, welcoming and in-
cluding them to this beautiful 
and benevolent community the 
school calls its own.

Images from the recent Kiss the CASbah event.  SIS

Ines Bocanegra Hallin 
Sotogrande International 
School
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