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Residents and visitors to the Costa throw  
coloured powder at the festival in 

 Benalmádena.  MARINA RIVAS

A DIFFERENT 
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MIGRANT 
RESCUE
Mamadou, who is 
waiting to be granted 
asylum, tells how he 
saved a city 
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The Spanish Cabinet gave the 
green light this week to the new 
process for British drivers who 
spend more than six months in 
Spain to swap their UK permit to 
a Spanish one without being forced 

to take a theory exam and practi-
cal driving test. The long-awaited 
deal had been done for a few weeks 
but was waiting the all-important 
ministers’ rubber stamp. 

Those British licence holders 
who recently came to live or 
missed the pre-Brexit easier swap 
deadline can now apply to the DGT  
for their Spanish licence. They can 
use their UK licence for six months 
again while they do so. P3

Those UK residents who 
have been stopped from 
driving since last May can 
finally get on the road again 

Go-ahead given 
for Britons to 
swap to Spanish  
driving licences 

Estepona’s futuristic  
new town hall with 
environmentally 
friendly features is 
officially opened P6

SPRING COLOURS
The Hindu community celebrated Holi last weekend P10

Malaga film festival 
reaches its climax after 
a week of sunny skies 
adds a buzz to the 
screenings P24
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The strength of tourism 
and the presence of 
technology companies are 
partly why so many 
people in the province are 
so-called ‘autónomos’ 

MALAGA. Malaga is the province 
of Andalucía which has the high-
est number of self-employed 
workers. The latest figures from 
the Social Security authorities  
show that 83,132 people in the 
province are registered as 
‘aútonomo’, and that is consid-
erably more than in Seville prov-
ince, where there are fewer than 
75,000.  

Nor does Malaga only stand 
out for the number of self-em-
ployed workers, but also for how 
this has grown in recent years. 
The work ministry website, 
which has data going back to 
2016, shows that between that 
year and the third quarter of 
2022 the number rose by almost 
16 per cent, whereas in Anda-
lucía as a whole the increase was 
just over nine per cent and in 
Spain less than three per cent.  

Why is there this difference? 
José Luis Perea, who is head  
of the self-employed workers as-
sociation (ATA), says there is  
a certain entrepreneurial spirit 
in Malaga, especially on  
the Costa del Sol, and it is struc-
tural in nature rather than not 
cyclical. 

He also says measures intro-
duced by the Andalusian gov-
ernment to reduce social secu-
rity payments for the newly self-
employed have encouraged peo-
ple to start working for them-
selves, and the strength of 
Malaga’s tourism sector is an-
other important factor, because 
the sheer number of visitors to 
the area provides numerous op-
portunities for people to set up 
in business on their own in order 
to provide services for them.  

In fact, it is noticeable that 80 
per cent of workers in Malaga’s 
services sector are ‘autónomos’, 
compared with 73 per cent in 
Andalucía and a similar propor-
tion in Spain as a whole.  

Malaga is similar to the Ca-
nary Islands in this respect but 
their figures are higher than the 
Balearics and Valencia, the two 
other most popular Spanish holi-
day destinations.  

The number of technology 
companies in Malaga province 
should also be taken into ac-
count, some of which are major 

international names. Numerous 
startup businesses have been 
created on a self-employed ba-
sis as a result of their presence 
in the province in order to pro-
vide services to them.  

More than 20% of self-
employed are foreigners 
The ecosystem generated by 
these businesses, and other geo-
graphical characteristics of 
Malaga province, have attracted 
digital nomads from all over the 
world in recent years, to such 
an extent that over 20 per cent of 
those registered as self-em-
ployed are foreigners: 22 per 
cent, in fact, which is more than 
18,800 people.  

The figure for foreign self-em-
ployed workers Spain as a whole 
is 13.3 per cent of the total, and 
it is barely 10.5 per cent for the 
region of Andalucía.  

Those in Malaga province ac-
count for half of the total of for-

eign ‘autónomo’ workers, and it 
is the fourth province in the 
country in this respect. Only in 
Madrid, Barcelona and Alicante 
are the figures higher.  

Lowest social security rate 
One aspect in which the self-em-
ployed in Malaga do coincide 
with Andalucía and Spain is that 
the vast majority paid the mini-
mum rate of social security in 
2022. In fact, there are compara-
tively more self-employed peo-
ple in this province paying the 
lowest rate than in the region or 
the country: the figure for 
Malaga is 89 per cent of the to-
tal, compared with 87 and 85 
per cent respectively.  

In addition, most of them are 
registered as self-employed 
businesses with no employees: 
those account for 78 per cent in 
Malaga, whereas in Andalucía 
the figure is 75 per cent and in 
Spain it is 79 per cent.  

Sources at the self-employed 
workers union of Andalucía (UA-
TAE) explain that the fact that 
so many people are paying in 
the minimum rate of social secu-
rity payments every month may 
be because their earnings are 
low, or because they are very 
young and are therefore not con-
cerned about their retirement 
situation yet.  

The most recent figures show 
that nearly 30 per cent of self-
employed workers in Malaga 
province are under the age of 
40, whereas the figure for Spain 

is 25.7 per cent.  
José Luis Perea of ATA also 

adds that another cause of so 
many people paying as little as 
they can could be the fear that 
their business will not be suc-
cessful. That concern tends to 
be greater in the early days of 
their new venture.  

In Spain, 56.3 per cent of self-
employed people have been reg-
istered as such for five years or 
more, whereas in Malaga prov-
ince the figure is ten per cent 
lower. 

A changing system 
This model of lower social se-
curity payments resulting in 
fewer benefits is now coming to 
an end in this country. From this 
year onwards, and progressively, 
the amount of money that self-
employed workers will be able 
to pay as their social security 
contributions each month will 
depend on their level of income, 
and this will bring with it sev-
eral improvements to their 
rights.  

This is basically what is in-
volved in the latest reform of the 
system which has been designed 
by Minister for Inclusion, Social 
Security and Migrations José 
Luis Escrivá.  

As José Luis Pérez explains, 
the aim is that, eventually, be-
ing self-employed will mean 
having practically the same 
rights as people who are em-
ployees of companies and there-
fore have work contracts with 
more retirement benefits. 

Over 20 per cent of self-employed workers 
in Malaga province are not Spanish

MALAGA 83,132 82,454 79,693 77,819 75,697 72,424 71,770

ANDALUCÍA 374,665 373,774 365,187 358,488 353,122 342,682 343,202

SPAIN 2,027,994 2,033,891 2,003,991 1,998,457 1,993,902 1,962,774 1,972,985

Q32022 Q42021 Q42020 Q42019 Q42018 Q42017 Q42016

CRISTINA VALLEJO 

Malaga is the fourth 
province in Spain in 
terms of foreigners 
registered as self-
employed

“You join the world of 
the self-employed 
through vocation or 
because of need”  
Working for oneself can be a 
precarious business. On one 
hand, there is the problem with 
the ‘fake self-employed’, where 
firms avoid the higher costs of 
taking on staff by hiring 
‘autónomos’ instead for fixed 

roles. But on the other hand, 
setting up in business can be a 
way forward after being made 
redundant, especially for some-
one aged 40 to 45. “You join the 
world of the self-employed 
through vocation or because of 
need,” say sources at the ATA.  

The inconvenience of doing 
so for the second reason, ex-
plains the UATAE, is that people 
often lack the entrepreneurial 
spirit, the dedication needed to 

create a business of their own, 
or they just fancy a life without 
bosses. In addition, those who 
do so because they want to be 
independent rarely have as 
much stability or drive and are 
more likely to suffer ups and 
downs because they do not nor-
mally understand the condi-
tions of the market. And in 
many cases, if the opportunity 
arises, they end up going back 
to work for somebody else. 

Changes in the number of self-employed workers

Foreigners Minimum social security payments No employees

Service sector Under 40 years of age Self-employed for five years or more

Source: INE   SUR
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Many UK residents who 
still hold a British permit 
had been stopped from 
driving while waiting for 
an easy exchange 
arrangement to be agreed  
SUR IN ENGLISH

 
MALAGA. There was a mixture of 
relief and joy - and perhaps a bit 
of disbelief - this week for thou-
sands of Britons living in Spain 
who have been unable to drive on 
Spanish roads since May last year. 

On Tuesday, the Spanish Cabi-
net finally approved the deal be-
tween Madrid and London which 
allows a British resident to swap 
a UK driving licence to a Span-
ish one without taking a test, in-
cluding those with expired li-
cences. Those already affected 
now have six months to complete 
the exchange. 

The previous easy-swap proc-
ess for Britons ended after Brexit 
and both sides failed to success-
fully negotiate a new bilateral ar-

rangement until recently. Since 
Brexit, a UK licence is only valid 
for six months after a Briton comes 
to live in Spain. The only alterna-
tive since the middle of 2022 has 
been to take a Spanish test from 
scratch, which had long waiting 
times. Most of those affected chose 
not to take a Spanish test. 

Throughout the wait, the Brit-
ish Embassy’s Brits in Spain Face-
book page had kept people in-
formed of how the slow negotia-
tions had been going. 

Ambassador’s latest message  
The UK ambassador, Hugh Elli-
ott,  said in his message after the 
announcement that the deal 
would go live from Thursday this 
week, 16 March, and that he 
hoped it would be the last time he 
would need to make an update. 

Many UK residents expressed 
appreciation that the wait was over. 
Drivers who still have a valid UK 
photocard licence or an expired 
one can consult the Spanish DGT 
website for the exact new process. 

There was some confusion 

however on Thursday as the DGT 
published details on its website. 

 Some of those affected who had 
renewed an expired licence in the 
UK while resident in Spain in the 
intervening period, which was 
technically a breach of long-stand-
ing rules, were unclear if their re-
cently renewed UK licences would 
now be accepted by Spanish 
authorities for exchange or not. 

The UK Embassy said it was 
planning a Facebook Live forum 
to answer questions on the new 
agreement in the coming weeks. 

Tourists and short-term visi-
tors to Spain from the UK can con-
tinue to drive using their valid 
British licence as before. 

As part of the arrangement, the 
authorities in both countries will 
be stepping up their exchange of 
information on drivers to enable 
them to enforce traffic fines more 
effectively, even for visitors.   

Many UK residents can now drive again without fear of being fined.  SUR

Relief for Britons as 
Spain approves 
driving licence swap 

SUR  

GIBRALTAR. People who hold Gi-
braltar-issued driving licences 
will be able to continue to use 
them when visiting Spain with-
out the need for an International 
Driving Permit now that the UK 
and Spain have reached an 
agreement over reciprocal rec-
ognition and exchange of driv-
ing licences. 

The Gibraltar government is-
sued a statement welcoming 
the approval by Spain’s Cabinet 
and explained that it will be ap-
plied regardless of the outcome 
of the ongoing negotiations  over 
Gibraltar’s future relationship 
with the European Union.  

Now that this agreement is 
in force, holders of Gibraltar 
driving licences who are offi-
cially resident in Spain may ex-
change them for a Spanish li-
cence without needing to take 
a practical or theory test. This 
must be done  within six 
months from 16 March, (or af-
ter six months of going to live 
in Spain).  

Gibraltar driving 
licences part of 
UK-Spain 
exchange pact 

i   More information  : 
www.facebook.com/britsinspain 
www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-
spain#driving-in-spain
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Two projects have been 
put out to tender to 
cover the 173 kilometres 
of coastline between 
Nerja and Manilva, with a 
focus on 58 beaches 

FRANCISCO JIMÉNEZ
 

MALAGA. The Spanish govern-
ment’s coastal authority is to allo-
cate 2.6 million euros a year in on-
going expenditure to ensure the 
continuous replenishment of sand 
and the conservation of beaches 
along the Costa del Sol. 

At present the Dirección Gen-
eral de Costas allocates around 

200,000 euros each year to con-
servation work on Malaga prov-
ince’s beaches in addition to un-
dertaking emergency work follow-
ing storms. 

The new contract aims to estab-
lish a continuous and lasting plan 
and two projects have been put out 
to tender to cover the 173 kilome-
tres of coastline between Nerja and 

Manilva, with a focus on 58 
beaches. The west coast project 
has a budget of  just over 1.6 million 
euros (IVA sales tax included) and 
just over 990,000 euros has been 
set aside for the east coast works. 

In total, the expectation is to 
transfer around 430,600 cubic me-
tres of sand, of which 80% 
(348,100) will come from trans-
fers between beaches.  

Another 72,500 cubic metres 
will come from river and stream 
beds: from the Guadalhorce, Vé-
lez, Benamargosa and Íberos on 
the eastern coast; and the 
Entrerríos, Guadalmina, Velerín, 
Padrón, Castor, Guadalmansa and 
Ovejeros in the west.

Costa beaches to get new sand 
year-round, not just after storms

 Manilva.  La Duquesa, Castillo, 
Sabinillas, Manilva and Ancha. 

 Casares.  Ancha, Playa Chica 
and Torre la Sal. 

 Estepona.  Arroyo Vaquero, El 
Cristo, La Rada, Punta Plata-Pa-
drón, Guadalmansa, El Sala-
dillo, Benamara, Casasola, Cabo 
Bermejo, Isdabe, Kempisky and 
Playa Ángel. 

 Marbella.  Guadalmina, San 
Pedro, Río Verde, Fontanilla, 
Venus-Bajadilla, El Cable, 
Pinillo, Las Chapas and Cabop-
ino. 

 Mijas.  Calahonda, Bombo and 
Butibamba. 

 Fuengirola.  Santa Amalia-
Fuengirola, Los Boliches, Tor-

reblanca and Carvajal. 

 Benalmádena.  Torremuelle, 
Torrevigía, Santa Ana and 
Malapesquera. 

 Torremolinos.  Bajondillo, 
Carihuela and Playamar. 

 Malaga.  Guadalmar, 
Malagueta and Pedregalejo. 

 Rincón de la Victoria.  Rincón 
and Los Rubios. 

 Vélez-Algarrobo.  Chilches, 
Benajarafe, Valle Niza, Alma-
yate and Torre del Mar. 

 TTorrox.  Ferrara and Peñon-
cillo. 

 Nerja.  El Playazo, Chucho and 
Torrecilla.

THE 13 STRETCHES

MARINA RIVAS 

BENALMÁDENA. Two beaches in 
Benalmádena, Torrebermeja and 
Las Gaviotas, will be closed to the 
public on weekdays from Monday 
20 March while work takes place 
on the extension of the Mala-
pesquera breakwater, the town 
hall announced earlier this week. 
Beach bars and other seaside busi-
nesses will be able to open as 
usual. The beaches will reopen to 
the public for the weekend on Fri-
day afternoons, when the machin-
ery stops working. Work is ex-
pected to stop at the beginning of 
July for a biological stoppage pe-
riod until December to protect an 
endangered species of limpet. 

Two Benalmádena 
beaches to close 
from next week for 
breakwater works

Mercury rises 
on the coast 

Even before the official start 
of spring, unusually high tem-
peratures on the Costa del Sol 
last weekend led many to dis-
card their hats, coats and 
scarves and don their swim-
suits to head to the beach. The 
mercury hit 30C in some areas 
as the weather event dubbed 
the ‘96-hour-summer’ rolled in 
and quickly rolled out again. 
This week national weather 
agency Aemet warned of a 
“rollercoaster” few days with 
sudden “sharp rises and falls” 
in temperatures which are ex-
pected to be “between 5C and 
10C above normal” for the 
time of year. Spring is just 
around the corner but the 
forecast indicates that unsta-
ble weather will herald the 
start of the season.  FRANCIS SILVA

Much of the sand will be 
transferred from other 
beaches and the rest taken 
from river and stream beds
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Latticework will keep out 
the sun’s rays while solar 
panels on the roof will 
collect the energy 
needed to make it self-
sufficient 
DAVID LERMA

 
ESTEPONA. Hundreds of local resi-
dents attended the official open-
ing of the new Estepona town hall 
on Friday last week. The building  
even includes a slide connecting 
the fourth and fifth floors - an 
iconic reminder of the town’s 
failed attempt to have a long pub-
lic slide in a nearby park. That 
closed the day after it opened four 
years ago after users were injured 
when sliding down it. 

Now Estepona’s mayor, José 
María García Urbano, is able to 

laugh at the mistake and has in-
corporated a slide into the design 
of the new council headquarters. 
However, this unusual facility is 
for the use of town hall staff but 
may be available to the public oc-
casionally. 

At the moment it is just the 
ground floor of the building that 
is open to the public while work to 
the upper floors is ongoing. Dur-
ing the opening ceremony, García 
Urbano said, “This is the culmi-
nation of twelve years of tremen-
dous work.” 

The white latticework covering 
the new town hall is designed to 
keep out the sun’s rays, while on 
its roof solar panels will collect 
the energy needed to make it self-
sufficient. However, the budget 
for the state-of-the-art environ-
mentally friendly building over-
ran by 1.8 million euros. 

The president of Malaga’s pro-
vincial authority, the Diputación, 
Francisco Salado, said that the 
new building would “make his-
tory”, and added: “What Este-
pona has done will be studied, 
it is a benchmark for sustainable 
modernity.”

PILAR MARTINEZ
 

MALAGA. Air Serbia is to con-
nect Malaga Airport with a di-
rect flight to Belgrade, the Ser-
bian capital. This was con-
firmed to SUR by Maja Radivo-
jevic, the company’s manager 
for Spain and Portugal, during 
the ITB travel fair in Berlin. She 
said that the route to the Costa 
del Sol is considered the gate-
way to southern Europe and is 
in great demand from Serbs. 
“We are seeing a high demand 
for travellers from Serbia. An-
dalucía, the Costa del Sol, 
Malaga and Marbella have a 
great pull.” The flight will be 
operated twice a week and it is 
planned to maintain it through-
out the year.

Air Serbia links 
Costa del Sol and 
Belgrade with new 
all-year-round 
direct flight

New Estepona town hall 
building officially opens

For the moment, the ground floor is operational.  JOSELE

The Arboretum 
Foundation has helped 
with the project that will 
allow pollinating 
invertebrates to feed and 
safely reproduce 
JOAQUINA DUEÑAS

 
MARBELLA. The well-known Mar-
bella Buchinger Wilhelmi Clinic, 
which over the years has seen a 
long list of celebrity clients, now 
has guests of equally high global 
standing - pollinating insects - 
thanks to the Arboretum Foun-
dation, which has created the 
first pollen refuge in the clinic’s 
grounds. 

This is a joint project carried 
out in a 30-square-metre area 

where the association, together 
with the clinic, has created a 
space in which bees, wasps and 
butterflies can feed and repro-
duce. They have transformed 
the ornamental garden into a 
sustainable and ecological habi-
tat where plants such as mal-
lows, daisies, caraway and mari-
golds grow. 

Pollinators 
The foundation explained that 
“it was essential to have good 
orientation, lighting and protec-
tion from the wind to ensure not 
only food for the pollinators, but 
also protection for them to lay 
their eggs and be able to multi-
ply”. It went on to say that it will 
provide “a place where bees, 
wasps, butterflies and beetles 

have a safe space for food and 
shelter”. 

For Victor Wilhelmi, director 
of the clinic, the benefits and 
significance of this initiative are 
many. He explained that the 
clinic helps it clients, “through 

self-healing processes of the 
body and access to good and 
healthy nutrition, and since 
seeds and their care bear good 
fruit, we believe that bees  
play an important role in the 
process”.

Famous Marbella clinic 
creates a space for 
insects to thrive

VANESSA MELGAR
 

RONDA. The Spain Classic Raid 
IX, the longest classic car run 
in Europe, will stop off in 
Ronda on Saturday 18 March, 
as the participating vehicles 
are scheduled to make a stop at 
the town’s bullring. The race 
runs from Cadiz to Santander, 
crossing Spain - from top to 
the bottom - in eight days over 
eight stages. The Ronda stage 
will be the first, starting in 
Cadiz and finishing in An-
tequera. In total, the partici-
pants will cover 2,000 kilome-
tres, with an average of 250 
kilometres per day. In total, 
there will be 140 cars which 
are 25 years old or older tak-
ing part.

Europe’s longest 
classic car run, 
with 140 vehicles 
taking part, rolls 
into Ronda 

Clinic directors Víctor Wilhelmi and Katharina Roher-Zaiser.  SUR
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The town hall is funding 
the project to completely 
modernise the centre 
that currently houses 
around 250 dogs and 
300 cats 
JOAQUINA DUEÑAS

 
MARBELLA. Marbella town hall is 
undertaking the complete reno-
vation of the Triple A animal shel-
ter with a 1.5-million-euro project 
that aims to modernise the centre 
that is more than 30 years old.  

The mayor of Marbella, Ángeles 
Muñoz, and local councillor, Diego 
López, visited the site, accompa-
nied by the vice-president of the 
association, Lila Van Tongeren, 
and Susi Berman, a member of the 
board of directors. At the meeting, 
Triple A representatives spoke of 
the need to make a series of ad-

justments in order to have more 
open-air patios. The plans for the 
new building were made under the 
previous board. Berman said that 
“the most important thing is more 

freedom for the animals because 
they cannot be kept in cages all 
their lives”. She explained that it 
can “take years to find a family” 
for the animals.

Triple A animal shelter undergoes a 
major 1.5-million-euro renovation 

The plans for the centre include more open space.  JOSELE

An agreement has been 
reached between the 
town hall and a Spanish 
cancer association to 
raise awareness of the 
risk of smoking 
MARINA RIVAS

 
BENALMÁDENA. The council in 
Benalmádena has strengthened 
ties with leading Spanish can-
cer charity AECC as one of its 
best-known attractions has 
been declared a ‘smoke-free 
space’. This is the Parque de la 
Paloma, opened in 1995 and 
considered the green lung of 
the town thanks to its 200,000 
square metres of greenery, to-
gether with an artificial lake 
and even animals. 

Town mayor, Víctor Navas, 

said, “We are the first large 
town on the Costa del Sol to 
have a tobacco-free zone.”  

There is a sign on each en-
trance gate to the park, but it 
is only there to raise awareness 
of the risks of smoking and that  
80 per cent of lung tumours are 
directly related to tobacco use, 
as the measure cannot legally 
be enforced. 

Passive smoking  
The AECC has reminded users 
how harmful passive smoke in-
halation by people or even chil-
dren can be. Tobacco smoke  
increases the chances in mi-
nors who are regularly exposed 
to it of ear infections by half, 
asthma attacks by 20%, respi-
ratory infections by 30%. It also 
doubles the risk of having lung 
cancer in the future.

Popular La Paloma park in 
Benalmádena is declared 
a smoke-free zone

Threat of strike 
over Malaga 
Airport control 
tower  privatisation 

MATÍAS STUBER
 

MALAGA. The CCOO union has 
announced that all of their 
560 members at Malaga Air-
port, and not just the air traf-
fic controllers, would stop 
work if the Spanish govern-
ment pressed ahead with its 
plans to privatise the control 
tower.  

Unions and workers have 
intensified their rejection of 
the privatisation plan, allud-
ing to the fact that “the qual-
ity of service will be lost” and 
that it  will not mean any real 
savings in economic terms.  

The only thing that would 
be achieved, according to 
CCOO, would be a diversion 
of costs to benefit the private 
companies that take charge 
of the control towers.

In 1993, Malaga opened what was then called the Andalucía Technol-
ogy Park (PTA). Now, after being renamed, the Málaga TechPark cele-
brated its thirtieth birthday with an awards event on Tuesday at the 
city’s exhibition and conference centre. Companies honoured included 
Accenture, Corporación Altra, Aertec Solutions, EY España, Ericsson, 
Dekra, Opplus, Indra, Google, Oracle and Innova IRV.

Málaga TechPark 
celebrates 30 years 
with awards event

 ÑITO  SALAS

Council buys ‘quiet’ 
leaf blowers and 
street cleaning 
machinery

J.D.
 

MARBELLA. Marbella town hall has 
invested in eleven leaf blowers and 
other machines to “minimise the 
inconvenience to the public and 
facilitate the work of the opera-
tives” according to councillor  Di-
ego López. He explained, “They 
are quieter tools, vibrate less and 
are more ergonomic, so they are 
more comfortable for the workers 
because they can be attached to 
their bodies, hooking them to the 
waist, and they do not have to carry 
them in their hands.”   

He added that “the blowers also 
improve efficiency because, as they 
are quieter, the working day can 
start earlier”. 

The purchase of the new ma-
chinery forms part of a strategy to 
modernise the street cleaning and 
urban waste department.
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T he Hindu community of 
Benalmádena, one of the 
largest in the province of 

Malaga, came together on Sunday 
to celebrate Holi, an Indian tradi-
tion that marks the arrival of 
spring. 

The festival, celebrated in India 

and Nepal, marks the arrival of 
the new season, new beginnings 
and, above all, the triumph of good 
over evil. 

Holi is internationally known 
as the festival of colours, where 
participants throw different col-
oured powders over each other as 

a symbol of equality. 
“Covering ourselves in colour 

is a way of giving equality to eve-
ryone, economically, socially and 
racially. When you are all the same, 
you don’t know who has more or 
less money or who is black or 
white. It is like a way of saying that 

we are all one, that we are all equal, 
no one is more than anyone else,” 
said Ravi Tharani, one of the or-

ganisers of the 
Benalmádena event. 

Around 500 people at-
tended on Sunday, includ-
ing people from the Hindu 
community across the 
province as well as tour-
ists and Benlamádena 
residents.  

The fun also included 
some fundraising as  do-
nations were collected to 
help with the mainte-
nance of the local Hindu 
temple. 

All joined in with the 
laughter, dancing, and the 
throwing of powder, 

helped along with music by Bol-
lywood DJ Prince and DJ Kunal. 

Typical Indian dishes were pro-
vided by two local businesses: 
Harry’s Restro and Niña Bonita, 
and a bouncy castle was set up for 
children. 

Along with the laughter and 
dancing, the good weather helped 
unite cultures in Benalmádena.

 Hindu community.    
Hundreds of 
people gathered in 
Benalmádena to 
take part in the 
traditional Indian 
festival that 
celebrates the 
arrival of spring 
and the triumph of 
good over evil

Holi, a cultural celebration bathing 
Benalmádena in multicolour dye

       
Colour 
A group of participants 
pose for SUR throwing 
colour into the air . M. RIVAS

  
Multicultural. 
Hindu residents and 
tourists joined in the 
festivities.  M. RIVAS

  
Dance. 

A Bollywood DJ made 
sure that there was 

plenty of dancing at the 
Bollywood party.  M. RIVAS

MARINA RIVAS

The festive event  
also helped raise  
funds to help maintain 
the local Hindu temple
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A n act of humanity can 
break down barriers. This 
is the story of Mamadou, a 

19-year-old from Senegal who, de-
spite his fear of the sea, went to the 
rescue of a bather who was calling 
for help off La Malagueta beach in 
Malaga.  

“I realised that something was 
wrong because people were look-
ing at the water, as if they were wor-
ried. When I saw what was hap-
pening I knew I had to do some-
thing; in my heart, it was impos-
sible not to help,” explained  
Mamadou. 

He remembered the faces of 
various friends and acquaintances 
who all died at sea after entrust-
ing their fate to a crossing in a small 
boat in search of a better life. “I 
didn’t want the same thing to hap-
pen to the swimmer.” 

Risked his life 
It was early February when Ma-
madou risked his life in the sea 
once again. Details are hazy, and 
he has no idea how long it took him 
to reach the man in distress. He 
does remember that by the time 
they both reached the shore, he 

felt completely exhausted and 
freezing cold. 

Once at the shore, he could see 
that the man was conscious, and 
that another man, believed to be 
a tourist, was helping him. Mama-
dou required medical attention for 
hypothermia and was transferred 
to hospital by ambulance. 

Mamadou did not get the chance 
to speak to the person whose life 
he saved, although he would have 
liked to. He later learned that it was 
a 45-year-old Spanish man. 

Within hours, he was discharged 
but returned to the hospital soon 
after to check that everything was 
in order. “I have a heart problem,” 
he explained. It was this heart con-
dition that led him to decide to 
leave Senegal, where, he says,  
he had no chance of receiving  
treatment. 

Boat trip from Senegal 
Mamadou grew up in Mbour, a 
coastal region about 80 kilometres 
from the capital, Dakar. He arrived 
in the Canary Islands when he was 
still 17 years old, surviving a boat 
trip that lasted ten days. He re-
members that close to a hundred 

people travelled with him and that, 
in the middle of the immensity of 
the sea, he was convinced on sev-
eral occasions that that could be 
the end of his life. 

According to data from the Span-
ish Commission for Refugee As-
sistance (CEAR), 812 people died 
last year trying to reach the Span-
ish coast from parts of Africa. The 
Canary Islands route has become 
the main route of entry by sea to 
Spain, but it is also one of the dead-
liest. More than 1,500 people lost 
their lives trying to arrive by boat 
from 2021 to October 2022. 

Asylum application 
Mamadou arrived in the Canary 
Islands the same year as the out-
break of the pandemic and about 
eleven months ago he was trans-
ferred to Malaga. He wants to train 
and work in catering and imagines 
himself earning a living in a 
kitchen. Although, for the moment, 
these dreams are on hold, as his 

asylum application has not yet 
been approved. 

The young Senegalese man has 
the support of CEAR, which has 
given him shelter in one of its hous-
ing facilities, helps him with Span-
ish classes and assists him in the le-
gal procedure to try to resolve the 
asylum application. Most impor-
tantly, he has the emotional sup-
port of CEAR, which is the closest 
thing to a family that the young 
man has in Malaga. 

His life has been linked to the 
coast since he was a child. In his 
home country, he spent his days 
at the port, buying and selling fish. 
Since he was a boy, he heard sto-
ries of neighbours who tried to mi-
grate to Europe and were never 
heard from again. This is where 
his respect and fear for the sea 
grew, and despite everything, Ma-
madou did not hesitate to over-
come his fear when he heard the 
cries for help on La Malagueta 
beach.

Mamadou, the young man who rescued the drowning bather.  ÑITO SALAS

Mamadou, the 
migrant who 
overcame his fear of 
the sea to save a life 
on a Costa beach

 Bravery.  The 19-year-old, who is 
waiting for his asylum application to 
be processed by Spanish authorities, 
rescued a swimmer in distress off a 
Malaga beach

IRENE QUIRANTE

FUENGIROLA 

Woman dies in 
apartment fire 

M. RIVAS.  A woman in her 70s 
died on Thursday after fire 
broke out in her home in a block 
of flats in Avenida Ramón y Ca-
jal, Fuengirola. The fire brigade 
received an emergency call just 
before noon, but when they ar-
rived at the scene they found 
the woman dead inside the 
property. Assisted by the Local 
Police, they cordoned off the 
area until the fire had been ex-
tinguished. Fuengirola town hall 
has decreed official mourning 
from this Friday at 12 noon.

MIJAS 

Woman gives birth on 
La Cala de Mijas road 

I. QUIRANTE.  A pregnant woman 
gave birth in the middle of a 
road in La Cala de Mijas after 
her baby decided to make an 
early appearance while her 
friends were taking her to hos-
pital. After pulling over near a 
roundabout on the A-7 coast 
road, the friends helped deliver 
the baby with the help of the 
emergency services on the 
other end of the phone, giving 
them instructions so they 
would know what to do.  Mother 
and baby were both fine.

AXARQUÍA 

Owner of two starved  
dogs arrested 

E.P.  Police have rescued a 
hunting hound that was found 
at death’s door on a farm in 
the Axarquía region of Malaga 
province. The dog was found 
malnourished, in a dark tool-
shed, and tied up with short 
wires  anchored to the wall, 
which prevented the animal 
from fully lying down. At the 
same property officers also 
found another dog tied to a 
tree that was already dead due 
to lack of food and care. The 
owner was arrested.

TORREMOLINOS 

Fugitive detained under 
European warrant 

E.P.  National Police in Torremo-
linos have arrested a man 
wanted by the French authori-
ties under a European arrest 
warrant. He was sought in con-
nection with drug trafficking, 
theft of weapons, assaulting a 
police officer and violent escape. 
The fugitive, living  under a false 
identity, was arrested after a 
complaint of domestic abuse 
was made against him. Once in 
custody, police discovered his 
true identity.

112 REPORTS

ANTONIO M. ROMERO
 

MALAGA. The PSOE candidate for 
mayor of Malaga city in May’s mu-
nicipal elections has said he wants 
to follow the example of Palma de 
Mallorca if he is elected and ban 
new tourist apartments “to avoid 
urban speculation”. 

Daniel Pérez made the an-
nouncement on his Twitter ac-
count this week in a video recorded 
with the mayor of Palma, José Hila, 
since the objective of the candi-
date is to follow the  example of 
the Balearic island capital, where 

the ban on tourists holidays using 
normal family homes in the city 
began in 2018. That measure has 
recently been upheld by a Su-
preme Court ruling. 

“Malaga suffers from a serious 
housing shortage and one of the 
major factors is tourist housing, 
which is eating up the city, espe-
cially in the centre, and is making 
it impossible for locals to find 
rental properties. You have to take 
action. A brave mayor is needed 
to put a stop to tourist rentals that 
are creating a serious problem in 
the city. Can it be done? It only 
takes will, as municipalities such 
as Palma de Mallorca have shown 
by providing a solution to the prob-
lem,” said Pérez. However, the 
AVVA association of tourist hous-
ing in Andalucía accused Pérez of 
using the tourist industry as a 
scapegoat for  other problems.

Candidate for city 
mayor would ban 
new tourist 
apartments 
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Giant sculptures 
instrumental in 
attracting tourists 
Benamocarra town hall has intro-
duced a series of giant musical in-
struments around the village to 
pay tribute to the composer Edu-
ardo Ocón (1833-1901), who was 
born there, and to its municipal 
band, which the town hall says is 
the oldest of its kind in Andalucía. 
So far there are six sculptures, 
which were unveiled in Septem-
ber 2022 to coincide with the vil-
lage’s 22nd Día de la Música, a 
day on which the deeply-rooted 
musical tradition is celebrated. A 
giant flamenco guitar, saxophone, 
clarinet, bass drum, cymbals and 
a horn can already be seen in 
Plaza del Calvario, Plaza de la 
Música and Salvador Palma Park. 
Councillor José Ramón Palomo 
has said that in the coming 
months a further six instruments 
will be added, “to increase the at-
traction and make visitors come 
to the village”.

 SUR

Vélez-Málaga’s mayor 
Antonio Moreno Ferrer 
admitted in a television 
interview that the 
situation is “complex” 

EUGENIO CABEZAS
 

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Around 200 black 
banners appeared on balconies 
in Vélez-Málaga town centre on 
Tuesday bearing the hashtag ‘Vé-
lez is dying’. The protest is over 
what the local residents describe 
as the “abandonment” of the town 
centre.  

The initiative has come from the 
San Francisco and San Juan neigh-
bourhood association, which has 
been calling for change for a num-
ber of years. President of the as-
sociation Fran Delgado told the ra-
dio station Cadena Ser that they 
have been “overwhelmed” by the 

requests to place flags on the bal-
conies. In an interview on Axar-
quía television the mayor of Vélez, 
Antonio Moreno Ferrer, admitted 
that the situation in the town cen-
tre is “complex”.  

Residents have been asked to 
remove the banners for Holy Week.

Black banners in protest over 
’abandoned’ town centre 

One of the banners.  SUR

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Coastal path to be built 
after years of complaints 

E. C.  After eight years of delays 
and complaints from local resi-
dents and opposition groups, 
Vélez-Málaga town hall has 
awarded the project to com-
plete a section of coastal path 
between Benajarafe and 
Chilches to the company Con-
strucciones y Obras Verosa S. 
L. U. The project is expected to 
cost 1.2 million euros. The 2.5 
kilometre stretch forms part of 
the project to connect Malaga’s 
entire coastline. Work is due to 
begin in April.

VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA 

Prison for man who 
slapped girl’s buttocks  

J. C.  A 34-year-old man has 
been sentenced to one year in 
prison for slapping the buttocks 
of a teenage girl as she was tak-
ing a backpack out from her 
mother’s car in July 2019. The 
Andalusian High Court of Jus-
tice (TSJA), which confirmed 
the sentence given by Malaga’s 
provincial court in 2022, con-
sidered that the incident con-
stitutes a crime of sexual abuse 
according to Spain’s 10/2022 
integral guarantee of freedom, 
or ‘only yes is yes’ law.

HERE AND THERE

NERJA 

El Playazo widened 
following storms 

E. CABEZAS.  The central govern-
ment’s representative in Malaga, 
Javier Salas, visited Nerja on Tues-
day to see the project to widen 
the town’s El Playazo beach. Af-
ter the recent storms, Andalucía’s 
regional government and Nerja 
town hall agreed to carry out the 

joint project to widen the strip of 
sand and set back private prop-
erties located behind the beach 
along the access lane. 

Mayor of Nerja José Alberto Ar-
mijo called for the intervention 
to be accelerated so that it can be 
ready for Easter. Salas high-
lighted the “commitment” to de-
veloping the El Playazo prome-
nade project, which has been in 
the pipeline since 2014.

Javier Salas and José Alberto Armijo at El Playazo beach on Tuesday.  E. C.
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Stocks or bonds?

T he investor debate over 
the effectiveness of 
stocks versus bonds is as 

old as investing itself. Today  in-
vestors are being forced to con-
front the debate again. Since the 
financial crisis of 2008, the 
monetary policy of central banks 
has systematically destroyed the 
purchasing power of currency by 
keeping  interest rates artificially 
low and inflating prices of stocks 
artificially high. As a result, own-
ers of stocks have done well, 
while a majority of those without 
stocks have not.   

Bonds - loans that pay a fixed 
interest (coupon) to the holder - 
have proved genuinely more re-
liable than stocks over time. 
Stocks - part-ownership of a 
company - have generally pro-
duced better long-term returns. 
In his classic book, Stocks for the 
Long Run, Professor Jeremy Sei-
gal provides data showing that 
between 1821 and 2021, stocks 
have produced +6.9%, bonds 
have produced +3.6%, and treas-
ury  bills have produced cash 
equivalent of +2.5%. However, 
this assumes that the investor is 
always fully invested and does 

not try to time when it is better 
to have more bonds, stocks or 
cash. Markets are made of peo-
ple, and prices move in cycles. 
On occasions, this price fluctua-
tion can be violent - as we have 
been witnessing in 2021 and 
2022. This can make investors 
fearful until the pain forces them 
to sell at a loss, often never to re-
turn. This is precisely the wrong 
thing to do. The worst mistake 
an investor can make is to turn 
an unrealised capital loss into a 
permanent, irreplaceable loss.   

For two decades, a portfolio of 
60/40 allocations of stocks to 
bonds has given investors a 
modest safe return. Though this 
60/40 allocation of stocks and 
bonds is now out of favour, it 
showed the invisible hand spo-
ken about by Adam Smith, the 
celebrated economist of the 
1800s: these portfolios produced 
consistent returns. Until they 
didn’t!   

For many investors since the 
crash of 2008, the solution has 
been to throw the baby out with 
the bathwater. Today with the US 
central bank leading the charge 
of aggressively raising interest 

THE BIGGER PICTURE 
JEREMY BLATCH

The author is a member of the 
Society of Trustees and Estate 
Practitioners and an investment 
counsellor. The comments and 
observations by the author are a 
reflection of his opinion and do 
not constitute an offer to buy 
and hold securities, nor does he 
receive any remuneration of any 
kind from names referred to.

rates, yields on government 
treasury bonds are approaching 
5%. This means that the yield 
from US Treasury  bonds has 
fallen to forty-year lows. We 
know we will receive from US 
stocks a dividend currently of  
1.74%.  

At the end of 2022, the sage of 
Omaha, Warren Buffet, held 
92.7bn short term securities 
cash equivalent in the Berkshire 
Hathaway portfolio, and another 
25bn in fixed interest securities, 
yielding a little more than cash. 
In addition, Berkshire held 
308bn in stocks. Buffet’s retire-
ment portfolio for his wife is 
90% invested in a broad US In-
dex Fund with 10% in short-
dated cash equivalent or fixed 
interest securities. In times of 
heightened uncertainty, it is very 
difficult to invest with convic-
tion. To err on the side of safety 
may bring a feeling of short-term 
relief, but to buy when others are 
fearful and remaining  invested 
will produce superior invest-
ment outcomes over time. 

   jb@ehh.gi 

The overall rate of 
annual inflation in  
Spain remained at 6% 
last month but food 
stood higher at 16.6%  

EDURNE MARTÍNEZ
 

MADRID. Despite the IVA sales tax 
reductions in January, the price 
of food has continued to rise. In 
February, the annual Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) in Spain for food 
stood at 16.6%, according to data 
from the country’s national in-
stitute of statistics (INE). This rep-
resented a one point increase 
from the CPI in January. 

The general annual inflation 
rate remained at 6% in February, 
one-tenth below what was fore-
cast by the INE. 

Given the recent rise in food 
prices, the Spanish government 
decided to reduce or eliminate 
IVA on some basic products. This 
cost-saving measure, which was 
applied from 1 January, had only 
a partial impact that month when 
food inflation remained at 15.4%, 
a rate that could have been “two 
per cent higher” if this measure 

had not been taken, said Minis-
ter of Agriculture Luis Planas. 

However, February saw more 
increases in food costs across 
practically all products with re-
duced IVA. Bread was more ex-
pensive by 0.8% in February com-
pared to the previous month, milk 
by 1.7%, cheese by 0.5%, eggs by 
0.7% and potatoes by 2.3%. 

Food items where the IVA was 
reduced to 5% or 10% also in-
creased in February. Olive oil be-
came more expensive by 2.7%, 

bottled water rose by 4.4% and 
coffee by 2.3%. 

The rise in food prices trans-
lates into an increase of 924 euros 
per year in the shopping budget 
according to the calculations of 
the OCU consumers association.  

The result of a recent survey 
by the group revealed that peo-
ple in Spain have reduced their 
consumption of fresh products 
such as meat and fish by 32%, as 
well as fruit and vegetables by 
18%, due to higher prices.

Food prices were up in February 
despite IVA cut on some items 

Food prices continue to rise.  SUR

Amancio Ortega, 
founder, received 2.2 
billion euros in dividends 
and his daughter, Marta 
Ortega, was paid 
834,000 euros 
EDURNE MARTÍNEZ

 
LA CORUÑA. The Spanish com-
pany that owns Zara and a raft 
of other high-street fashion 
brands recorded record sales 
last year.  

Galicia-based Inditex got its 
turnover back to pre-Covid lev-
els in 2022 and went a long way 
beyond that. The multinational,  
also behind names such as Ber-
shka, Pull & Bear and Massimo 
Dutti, made 32.6 billion euros in 
sales, 17% more than in the 
2021 financial year and 15% 
more than in 2019, before the 
outbreak of the pandemic. This 
caused a sharp drop in its reve-
nue due to the closure of shops 
around the world. 

Net profit also soared to 4.13 
billion euros, 27% more than 
the previous year and 15% 
more than in 2019, according 

to the accounts which were filed 
on Wednesday this week.  

The announcement marked 
the first anniversary of Marta 
Ortega, daughter of founder 
Amancio Ortega, taking over as 
head of the company.  

The good news came with-
out the contribution of the Rus-
sian market, which represented 
8.5% of the group’s net operat-
ing profit but where, after the 
outbreak of the war, Inditex de-
cided to suspend its activity   
and sell its more than 500 
shops to the Daher group. 

Despite these good results, 
the market did not react fa-
vourably and the company fell 
almost 5% on the stock market 
at midday, with shares at 27.7 
euros per share.  

Amancio Ortega, founder and 
largest shareholder,  received 
2.2 billion euros in dividends 
and Marta Ortega, who acts as 
non-executive chairperson, re-
ceived 834,000 euros 

The CEO, Óscar García Ma-
ceiras, who has also been in 
the post a year,  earned 8.3 mil-
lion euros including share 
benefits. 

Firm that owns Zara 
announces record sales for 
2022 and surge in profits 
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J osep Borrell, formerly 
foreign minister under 
Pedro Sánchez and now 

occupant of the same role for 
the EU, seems to want to have 
it both ways in the dispute 
over Western Sahara. Last 
weekend he visited Algerian 
president Abdelmadjid Teb-
boune to assure him that 
Brussels is keen to find a so-
lution to the North African 
country’s standoff with 
Spain, which was triggered 
last March when Sánchez 
suddenly endorsed Morocco’s 
autonomy plan for Western 
Sahara. Algeria, whose Poli-
sario Front movement sup-
ports a UN-backed referen-
dum for the Swahari people, 
was furious. 

Borrell initially backed 
Spain’s announcement that 
Morocco’s plan for Western 
Sahara was the most “serious, 
realistic and credible” way of 
resolving this seemingly in-
tractable dispute. In a TV in-
terview shortly after Sánchez 
announced the U-Turn, which 

reversed decades of Spanish 
neutrality, Borrell said that 
the new stance was “still 
within the framework of the 
UN” and that the “the EU con-
tinues to advocate the same 
approach”.   

Algeria, one of Spain’s larg-
est suppliers of liquified natu-
ral gas, was so angry at this 
EU-backed reversal of Span-
ish foreign policy that in June 
last year it suspended its 
twenty year-old friendship 
treaty with Spain and froze 
import and export ties (ex-
cluding gas exports). Madrid 
seemed to have patched up 
relations with Rabat, but only 
at the cost of cordial diplo-
macy with another of its key 
north African allies. 

You can imagine Morocco’s 
surprise, therefore, when in 
August last year Borrell ap-
peared to completely change 
tack over Western Sahara. 
Speaking to the Spanish TV 
channel RTVE, the PSOE 
member claimed that the po-
sition of both the Spanish 

government and of the EU was 
“defending the holding of a 
consultation [i.e. referendum] 
so that it is the Sahrawi people 
who decide how they want 
their future to be”.  

Was this what it seemed - an 
endorsement of Algeria’s call 
for a self-determination refer-
endum for the Sahrawi popu-
lation and a rejection of Mo-
rocco’s autonomy plan? The 
two countries involved seemed 
to think so: Morocco slammed 
Borrell’s remarks as “incoher-
ent” and the country’s foreign 
minister promptly cancelled a 
meeting the two had sched-
uled for September. The Poli-
sario Front, though, felt vindi-
cated, saying that the EU min-
ister’s announcement showed 
that “attempts to circumvent 
the right of the Sahrawi people 
have not only complicated the 
situation, but also kept it away 
from a just solution”.  

In urging Algeria to ease its 
hostilities with Spain, Borrell 
is trying to smooth over a dip-
lomatic row to which he him-
self has made a substantial - 
and apparently self-contradic-
tory - contribution. One won-
ders whether he has the diplo-
matic nuance to broker an 
agreement in this complex 
three-way affair, in which 
Spain can’t please Morocco 
without angering Algeria or 
vice versa.

Split three ways

THE EURO ZONE 
MARK NAYLER

US accuses man from 
Malaga known as Plugwalk 
Joe of 14 crimes including 
extortion, illegal access to 
computer systems and 
money laundering  
MELCHOR SÁIZ-PARDO

 
MADRID. Spain has agreed to ex-
tradite Joseph James O’Connor, 
also known as Plugwalk Joe, to 
the United States. 

The 23-year-old British man 
is accused of having launched a 
series of virtual attacks from 
Malaga in July 2020, which in-
cluded the alleged hacking of 
the Twitter accounts of, among 
others, Joe Biden, Barack 
Obama, and Bill Gates. 

He is also accused of extort-
ing money from another person-
ality and being involved in vari-
ous robberies via the internet. 

A top court has agreed to hand 
over O’Connor to face fourteen 

criminal charges in the United 
States. In Spain, according to 
the interpretation of the judges, 
these charges would be equiva-
lent to the crimes of discovery 
and disclosure of secrets, be-
longing to a criminal organisa-
tion, extortion, illegal access to 
computer systems, computer 
fraud and money laundering. 

The court rejected all the ar-
guments put forward by the de-
fendant’s team, including the 
disproportionality of the sen-
tences which he could be given 
in the United States or that the 
jurisdiction for the prosecution 
should fall to the Spanish courts 
since the computer servers used 
were in Spain. 

The investigation carried out 
by the United States alleges that 
O’Connor led a campaign of cy-
berattacks against 130 Twitter 
accounts as well as hacking the 
Snapchat account of a public fig-
ure who he tried to extort money 
from by threatening to spread 
nude photos of him. 

Authorities in Washington 
have also linked the accused to 
several incidents of ‘swatting’, 
making of false hoax calls to 
emergency services. O’Connor 
allegedly called the police with 
false threats, including blowing 
up an airport and that an armed 
man wanted to kill his wife and 
children.

Spain to extradite Briton 
who hacked Twitter of 
Biden and Obama 

ENERGY 

Algeria is leading gas 
supplier once again 

SUR.  Algeria has once again be-
come Spain’s leading supplier 
of natural gas after a year in 
which the price crisis had been 
joined by the diplomatic con-
flict between the two countries 
over Spain’s new stance on self-
determination in its former 
Western Sahara colony. In the 
first two months of the year, 
24.2 per cent of total imports 
came from Algeria, via the 
Mezgaz pipeline.

ACCIDENT 

Crashed copter had  
undeclared passenger  

SUR.  A third person was in-
volved in the Spanish traffic 
surveillance helicopter crash 
last week, despite original re-
ports that only the pilot and 
the camera operator had been 
on board. Sources said the 
third occupant was the cam-
era operator’s wife, who was 
not authorised to be inside. 
The pilot of the aircraft was 
detained after showing posi-
tive in a drugs test.  

IN BRIEF

ANDALUCÍA 

HÉCTOR BARBOTTA.  On Monday 
this week the president of the 
Junta de Andalucía, Juanma Mo-
reno, signed a far-reaching agree-
ment on social welfare financ-
ing after “complex” negotiations 
with regional trade union and 
employers’ representatives.  

The central part of the deal en-
visages allocating more than 3bn 
euros to strengthen primary care 
and GP services in Andalucía.   

In total, some nine billion euros 
are expected to be spent, nearly 
half of which correspond to ur-
gent measures to support fami-
lies, workers, the self-employed 

and companies, and to reinforce 
essential public services.  

These include a direct aid 
voucher aimed at families with 
children in vulnerable condi-
tions and below the severe pov-
erty threshold. There will also 
be a one-off 200-euro food 
voucher for families with de-
pendent children whose income 
is less than three times the 
minimum income indicator, 
currently set at 600 euros per 
month. 

Other measures include 
guarantees on new mortgages 
taken out by the under-35s and 
grants for small firms and the 
self-employed. 

Region signs social protection 
deal with unions and business

Regional leaders with business and union representatives on Monday.  EFE

Joseph James O’Connor 
allegedly called the 
police with false  
threats, including 
blowing up an airport 
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It has taken around 15 
years to build, but at last 
drivers will no longer 
have to stop and wait 
while planes land and 
take off 
DEBBIE BARTLETT

 
GIBRALTAR.  The tunnel beneath 
the airport runway in Gibraltar 
should be open within a few 
weeks, chief minister Fabian 
Picardo said in response to a 
question raised in parliament 
on Wednesday.  

This will be welcome news for 
drivers, because it will mean that 
traffic no longer has to cross the 
runway and will not be held up 
when planes land or take off.  

By the time the 350-metre 
tunnel, which will be known as 
the Eastside Tunnel, is open, the 
project will have taken nearly 
15 years to complete since the 
initial contract was awarded in 
2008.  

The chief minister said it 
would be open before the next 
meeting of the Gibraltar parlia-
ment takes place.  

The project has been plagued 
with setbacks and delays and 
several completion dates have 
been indicated over the years 
but have come and gone. 

Gibraltar is one of the few 
places in the world where traf-

fic and pedestrians have to cross 
an airport runway to gain access 
or to exit, but as the long-awaited 
tunnel will be for traffic only 
when it opens, those on foot and 
cyclists will still be able to en-
joy this unusual experience.

Long-awaited Gibraltar runway  
tunnel to open within weeks

Gibraltar runway is currently crossed by traffic and pedestrians.  D.B.

IN BRIEF

ROYAL FAMILY 

Royal portraits replaced 
in Gibraltar  

D. B.  The official portraits of the 
late Queen Elizabeth II at No 6 
Convent Place, which is Gibral-
tar’s equivalent of 10 Downing 
Street, and the residence of the 
Governor of Gibraltar, the Con-
vent, have now been replaced  
with temporary portraits of  
King Charles III and the Queen 
Consort, Camilla. 

Permanent official portraits 
of the royal couple will be dis-

played in the summer, follow-
ing the Coronation.

CULTURE 

Local authors to be 
included in a directory   

D.B.  The new Gibraltar National 
Book Council is inviting writers 
on the Rock to submit a brief 
biography, maximum 200 
words, highlighting their work 
and linking to their websites, 
for inclusion in a directory of 
local authors. The GNBC is also 
organising a networking event 
in the near future, where 
authors can exchange ideas, 
give feedback and enjoy read-
ings of selected works. 

CRIME 

Gibraltar man jailed for 
‘terrifying’ attack 

D.B.  A 34-year-old Gibraltar man  
has been sentenced to seven 
months in jail for threatening a 
woman with a saw on Christmas 
Day last year. Stuart Harrison is 
said to have grabbed her by the 
neck and struck her on the face, 
cutting her lip, before holding 
an 18-inch-long saw against her 
neck and saying he was going to 
cut her throat, in what the mag-
istrate described in court as a 
“terrifying” attack. 

Governor and chief minister.  D.B.
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Dealing with lost 
cards 
I read Mark Nayler’s article 
in SUR in English (Get In 
Line, February 10th) with in-
terest, but also with disbe-
lief. Mr Nayler was complain-
ing about the length of time 
it took to get a replacement 
TIE and blaming it on Pedro 
Sánchez and his PSOE-led 
government. 

I don’t know where Mr 
Nayler lives, but my experi-
ence of carrying out the same 
procedure in Ronda recently 
was completely different. 

I lost my wallet late on a 
Friday night in the town. I 
cancelled all my cards over 
that weekend and on the 
Monday went to the 
Comisaría de Policía to make 
a denuncia. My TIE was can-
celled immediately. As the 
Foreigners’ office is in the 
same building, I managed to 
get to speak to a nice lady in 
that department. She gave 
me the necessary forms and 
offered me a cita previa for 
the following week. I was go-
ing to be away from Spain, 
so she gave me one for two 
weeks hence.  

That seemed like a long 
time to me; obviously not, if 
Mark Nayler’s experience is 

anything to go by! 
At that meeting I handed 

in my completed forms with 
proof of payment of the fee 
and they took my finger-
prints. I had to go back three 
weeks later to collect my new 
card. 

The whole process took 
about six weeks. It would 
have been only four, if I could 
have taken the first appoint-
ment offered. Pretty efficient, 
I reckon. Pedro Sánchez is 
to be praised, methinks, for 
introducing such a well-or-
ganised system, in Ronda, at 
least. 

Perhaps you should move 
to Ronda, Mr Nayler, or, bet-
ter still, not lose your TIE. 

PAUL WHITELOCK 
Money misspent 
Recently a new two-lane 
500-metre-long public road 
was built beside Aloha Col-
lege. There are 17 access 
metal covers and frames on 
one side incorrectly installed 
now sinking which will have 
a detrimental effect to vehi-
cles. If ever an example of 
taxpayers’ money incorrectly 
misspent and road building 
incompetence this is it.  
 
CHEVALIER JOE TIERNAN 

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

We accept letters by email - surinenglish.su@diariosur.es - or ordinary post. 
They must include identification and a telephone number and be exclusive to 
SUR in English. We do not publish anonymous letters. Opinions expressed by 
contributors to this and other pages of SUR in English do not necessarily re-
flect those of the publishers. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publishers.

T he irony of the very tele-
phones which have con-
sistently numbed and 

stifled our imaginations with 
their constant barrage of largely 
inconsequential information 
being called ‘smart’ is vividly 
striking. However, it certainly 
doesn’t stop there. 

Samsung have recently de-
veloped a new feature for their 
smart refrigerators (no, really). 
This involves a camera which 
is able to identify what food you 
have in your fridge and suggest 
recipes that you can make with 
the available ingredients. I’d 
love to see what it could do with 
the cooled fayre available in my 
house: half a tub of margarine, 
some cider apple vinegar (ab-
solutely no idea), an onion, 
three carrots that have seen bet-
ter days, some bits of bacon, 
two eggs laid some time during 
the Boer War, six cherry toma-
toes and a few mushrooms 
(these could conceivably be the 
direct offspring of the ageing 
carrots). I think the only possi-

ble conclusion that even the 
smartest app in the world could 
come up with would be some 
kind of ghastly soup concoction 
or a new recipe for penicillin. 

Whenever I go to other peo-
ple’s houses, their fridges are 
unfailingly replete with an am-
ple range of foodstuffs guaran-
teed to satisfy every whim of 
even the most discerning pal-
ate: a selection of hams, 
cheeses, sauces, wines and all 
manner of fruit and vegetables. 
Plus loads of jars of things that 
surely must have been sitting 
there longer than my carrots. 
There are two possible expla-
nations for this. First, these peo-
ple actually live like this and 
dine in the manner of Henry 
VIII every evening or, alterna-
tively, they leg it to the shops 
the day before I arrive just be-
cause they’re having somebody 
round and normally the con-
tents of their fridge is as baf-
fling and unappetising as mine. 
I do hope it’s the latter, other-
wise my life is little more than 

a shameful sham. 
A spokesperson for Samsung, 

who may or may not have a 
massive forehead and ill-fitting 
spectacles, said, “The average 
person wastes 238 pounds of 
food annually, making up 21% 
of the food they buy. Whisk’s 
Food A.I. understands what’s 
in your fridge and recommends 
recipes to use those ingredients 
up before they go bad.” And 
there’s the rub. 

If you’ve got a fridge consis-
tently jam-packed with a vast 
range of goodies, the chances 
are you’ll end up wasting a fair 
share of what’s in there. If, on 
the other hand, your selection of 
victuals is, let’s say, rather more 
minimalist, your correspond-
ing wastage will be much less 
which, I’m sure you’ll agree, 
makes you an infinitely better 
person and a fine, upstanding 
citizen. 

All of which leaves only one 
remaining question: why on 
earth did I once buy a bottle of 
apple cider vinegar?

Fridge of sighs
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I ’ve been failing maths since my last 
year at primary school. That sum-
mer was the first that I spent going 

to extra classes every morning so that I 
wouldn’t have to retake the whole year. 
I passed the exam in September and 
chose pure sciences at secondary school 
so I could be in the same class as my best 
friend.  

I found physics and chemistry really 
hard work, but I had to cheat at maths 
all the way through. My best friend really 

was my best friend and we swapped pa-
pers in every exam. 

On 8 March I was driving and listen-
ing to the radio. All day they were talk-
ing about women in science, the lack of 
motivation due to a variety of factors, 
such as the lack of examples to follow, 
gender stereotypes, unconscious bias 
and structural barriers.  

I think about my experience and, ex-
cept for the wonderful teacher I had at 
night school (something I had to go 

through when I decided I wanted to go 
to university) where I got top marks all 
the time, I failed with all the others as 
they didn’t make maths attractive. 

They made it so I was scared when I 
walked into the class. Scared of the black-
board, scared of the numbers, scared of 
the subject. However the woman at night 
school taught maths in another light. 
Thanks to her, I lost my insecurity and 
my ineptitude in mathematics.  

Today I can say that my work is 50 per 
cent words and 50 per cent numbers. I 
do my household and work accounts and 
I’m addicted to Excel spreadsheets.  

Listening to the radio, I got the impres-
sion that what happened to me won’t 
happen to girls in the future.  

I like to think of the efforts that are be-
ing made and the paths being opened to 
make sure talent is not going unnoticed. 

Talent such as that of those elderly 
women who can’t read or write but still 
manage to administer their household 
finances.  

These numbers have nothing to do 
with academic study and everything to 
do with survival. They are our lances and 
arrows. Contemporary hunting tools. For 
the most extreme survival.  

I think it is so important for teaching 
to start from the beginning with care and 
affection, being treated with love rather 
than as a punishment.   

Now I have a lock of grey hair on my 
forehead it’s good to think that all that 
happened to me in the 80s and 90s. That 
I am of another generation and it doesn’t 
happen any more. That teaching has to 
help you to shine, to find your diamond. 
And teach you to do sums without hav-
ing to swap exam papers.

THE BOTTOM LINE 
VIOLETA NIEBLA

Numbers

Finally, some good news in the paper! 
I‛ve managed to finish the crossword!!
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T he Costa del Sol has long 
been known for its var-
ied and exciting music 

scene. The region is popular 
with musicians from all over 
the globe, some of whom have 
been associated with world-re-
nowned bands, while others 
are semi-professional musi-
cians who are happy to earn a 
mediocre living performing 
along the coast. 

Dex Park is a musician who 
arrived on the Costa del Sol in 
2003 and has since gained a 
reputation for his incredible 
musicianship by performing 
in several established bands 
on the Costa, as well as being 
a regular face at the numerous 
jam sessions that bring together 
musicians from all over the 
province. 

Dex is not a former member 
of a chart-topping rock band 
but he has had an interesting 
career.  

Born in Motherwell in 1958, 
he began playing guitar in his 
early teens and went on to per-
form in an established Glas-
gow-based rock band called 
Dodger who appeared on the 
popular television programme, 
Back on the Streets.  

Dex grew up believing he was 
the only musician in the fam-

ily, although he would learn 
later in life that his grand-
mother, who died before he  
was born, was a respected  
musician.   

“Neither of my parents were 
musicians. I was around 20 
when mother told me that my 
grandmother was a violinist 
and pianist who had played in 
the Scottish National Orches-
tra. This surprised me, but  it 
could explain from where my 
musical roots evolve,” the proud 
Scot tells SUR in English. 

Passion for the Costa 
The guitarist and vocalist, who 
studied Music Production and 
Sound Engineering at Glasgow 
College, came to live on the 
Costa del Sol with his family af-
ter enjoying numerous holi-
days in the area. They first set-
tled in Fuengirola although later 
decided to move to a remote 
town in the Granada province. 
They returned to the coast one 
year later and set up home in 
El Faro. 

“We had visited the coast for 
several holidays and we had 
talked about coming to live 
here many times. One day we 
just did it. We have no regrets 
about coming to live here. It’s 
fantastic. We love this area,” 

he explains. 
Before coming to live in 

Spain, Dex, who will celebrate 
his 65th birthday in July, was 
performing in an eight-piece 
band called Mac Floyd, a pro-
ject that would prove benefi-
cial many years later on the 
coast.  

“We were a Pink Floyd trib-
ute and at that time tribute 
bands hadn’t really taken off, 
so we kind of got in there quite 
early on. We gigged all over the 
country in a van and then over 
to Belgium. It was a lot of trav-
elling, but great fun,” he says. 

Since arriving in Spain, Dex 
has formed several popular 
groups, including Dirty Little 
Secrets, a pop and rock covers 
band; and Stone F3ee, a band 
that covered Hendrix, Clapton 
and Cream songs. 

His current project is a five-
piece band called Dead Ringer, 

a tribute to Meat Loaf, which 
he has taken to some of the top 
entertainment venues along 
the coast. He also performs in 
a duo called the Disclaimers, 
which is a scaled-down version 
of Dead Ringer. 

“The five-piece is for the 
larger venues but we came up 
with the duo so we can perform 
at smaller bars and clubs. The 
duo is easier to organise be-
cause most of the members of 
the five-piece band also play in 

other groups, so it can be dif-
ficult to get that together,” he 
explains. 

Along with his tribute bands, 
Dex is also one of the musicians 
who is participating in the Pink 
Floyd Experience, an ensem-
ble of around a dozen local mu-
sicians and vocalists that are 
preparing for a one-off per-
formance in the Benalmádena 
auditorium on Saturday 27 
May. The project, the idea of 
fellow musician Steve Hughes, 
includes some of the coast’s 
most celebrated performers 
who have come together to pre-
sent the ultimate Pink Floyd 
experience.  

“I was very happy to be asked 
to participate in this project. 
It’s a lot of work, but it is all go-
ing to plan. It involves some 
great musicians and singers, 
so this is a great project to be 
involved with,” he concludes.

A musical journey 
from Motherwell to 
the Costa del Sol

IN THE FRAME

“We visited the coast for 
several holidays and we 
had talked about coming 
to live here many times. 
One day we just did it. 
We have no regrets”

Dex Park, who arrived in 
Malaga in 2003, talks to SUR in 
English about his early years 
in Glasgow and his life and 
career on the coast

TONY BRYANT

Dex Park has established himself as one of the most respected musicians on the Costa del Sol.  SUR
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T here has been a buzz in 
the air in Malaga this 
week after the city’s an-

nual film festival opened last 
weekend. 

The warm, sunny weather has 
added the perfect backdrop to 
the style and glamour provided 
by the stream of actors and di-
rectors posing for cameras on 
Muelle Uno quayside and outside 
the Cervantes theatre and Albé-
niz cinema, two of the main ven-
ues for the screenings and events. 

Meanwhile, street terraces 
have been spilling over all week 
with lanyard-wearing reporters, 
camera crews and professionals 
of the film industry, a sign of 
Malaga’s growing importance on 
the global festival scene. 

The Malaga festival is all about 
Spanish and Latin American film 
with around 200 screenings 
throughout this week.  

Twenty films are competing 
in the main competition for the 
coveted ‘biznaga’ prizes, named 
after and made in the shape of 
the iconic flowers made with jas-
mine that are traditionally sold 
in the city’s streets.  

The events got off the ground 
last Friday with the opening gala 

at the Cervantes theatre, where 
the closing awards ceremony 
takes place on Saturday. A con-

cert with pop group Amaral 
rounds off  the festival on  
Sunday.

Malaga feasts on Spanish film

Spanish actress Blanca Portillo was awarded the Malaga SUR prize for 
her career that spans four decades. MIGUE FERNÁNDEZ

Singer Raphael on the red carpet outside the Cervantes theatre before 
receiving his honorary award at the gala on Friday. M. FERNÁNDEZ

Flamenco singer Miguel Poveda takes 
selfie with fans before the gala. B. L.

Elena Sánchez and Marta Hazas 
presented the gala. M. F.
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ANDREA JIMÉNEZ 

C ártama is one of the 
towns in Malaga prov-
ince with the longest 

history. Digging in the Plaza de 
la Constitución has offered evi-
dence of how layers of the town’s 
past have been continuously su-
perimposed over the last 2,800 
years. This starts with dwell-
ings from the Turdetanian civi-
lisation and climbs up through 
houses and walls of an Iberian 
town, a Roman basilica and Byz-

antine-Visigothic buildings. 
These are covered with more 
recent constructions such as 
the shrine of Nuestra Señora de 
los Remedios and the Renais-
sance parish church of San Pe-
dro. Despite all these changes, 

the town’s name has re-
mained intact.  

The name Cártama 
evolved from Cartima, 
a word with a long his-
tory that lends its name 
to a theatre and schools 
in the town. This place 
name has the same 
root as Carthage, an an-
cient city in North Af-
rica (in present-day Tu-
nisia) that was the capi-
tal of the Punic state 

founded by Phoenician emi-
grants.  

Iberian town 
As explained by the municipal 
archaeologist, Francisco Melero, 
this place name arose in the 
Phoenician-Punic context in 
the 6th century BCE.  

“It is the moment in which 
the Phoenician colonisations 
of the south of the [Iberian] pen-
insula took place. Cártama was 
a village and later became an 

Iberian town, but the name has 
a clear Phoenician influence,” 
he explained.  

This root corresponds to 
populations that have the char-
acter of a city or large town, ac-
cording to Melero.  

“In Iberian times, Cartima 
became a large town. Although 
we do not have any Phoenician 
records that tell us, the origin 
is in that context.” 

The archaeologist points out 
that the name of Cartima does 
not appear in the works of the 
Greek or Latin authors “despite 
being an important town”.  

He says that the name ap-
pears for the first time in the 
Roman epigraphy found dur-

ing the excavations of the an-
cient basilica. “We see it on the 
pedestals of statues of gods, 
such as Iunia Rústica, which 
reads: first and perpetual 
priestess of Cartima.” 

Thus, he says, the first em-
pirical proof of this name are 
the Roman epigraphs.  

Although the Hispano-Ro-
man populations evolved to-
wards the Visigoths and Byz-
antines, all of these new com-
munities maintained the site 
and also the name. Cartima ap-
pears written in Islamic docu-
ments from the 9th and 10th 
centuries, in the context of the 
revolt of Omar ben Hafsún.  

“There was a perpetuity in 

medieval times. It is significant 
that the Muslims, when they oc-
cupied the [Iberian] peninsula 
in the eighth century, also kept 
the name. At that time, remains 
of the Roman town were still 
visible.” 

Although the place name has 
Phoenician-Punic roots,  the 
archaeologist explains the proof 
of a large town standing on the 
site in Iberian times. 

“The necropolises that we 
have found were Iberian, and 
all the tombs have weapons and 
ceramics from those commu-
nities. It is a hybrid between the 
great city of the bay of Malaga, 
where the Phoenicians settled, 
and the Guadalhorce valley with 
its Iberian communities. This 
name is a paradigm that has 
many influences,” he said.

Cártama  
From a village to a  
large Iberian town
The first records of the 
place name Cartima 
appear in Roman 
epigraphy, although the 
name has a clear 
Phoenician influence
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An aerial view of modern-day Cártama.  SUR

THE STORY BEHIND A PLACE NAME

Ciudad Town / City 
Constitución Constitution 
Superponer To superimpose 
Vivienda Dwelling 
Muralla Wall 
Basílica Basilica 
Iglesia Church 
Edificio Building 
Visigodo Visigoth 
Bizantino Byzantine 
Ermita Shrine 
Remedio Remedy 
Renacimiento Renaissance 
Renacentista Renaissance (adj.) 
Raíz Root 
Emigrante Emigrant 
Instituto Secondary school
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Eagles in the skies 
The Andalucía Bird Society recommends 
looking out for raptors and large soaring 
birds as they return to Europe

M arch is the big birding 
hurrah as hundreds, 
sometimes thousands, 

of raptors and large soaring 
birds arrive daily to our shores 
here in Andalucía. As these 
birds arrive on their northern 
journey from Africa, birdwatch-
ers from across Europe and be-
yond head in the opposite di-
rection to witness this migra-
tion from the southernmost 
outpost of the Iberian Penin-
sula, where the shortest sea 
crossing between neighbouring 

Morocco and Spain exists and 
the 14km flyway concentrates 
gatherings of these large birds 
as they enter Europe. It is a 
spectacle and one of the many 
wonders of nature, truly an ex-
perience worth seeking by eve-
ryone. 

Of course, many smaller 
birds will be making the same 
crossing over the Strait of Gi-
braltar with a great number 
choosing to make the journey 
at night-time to avoid predators 
under cover of darkness. 

ANDALUSIAN BIRD WATCH 
PETER JONES

i   www.andaluciabirdsociety.org

Throughout March to and in-
cluding May, the spectacle of 
migration will be the focus of 
attention for a great many bird-
watchers. I highly recommend 
readers spending a morning or 
even a whole day down on the 
southern coast between Algeci-
ras and Tarifa, where there are 
many viewing points to see rap-
tors in large numbers and at 
very close quarters. 

I will be making an effort 
during March to visit Tarifa, but 
most of my days will be spent in 
my mountains as some of our 
birds are already beginning 
their breeding season and it is 
an opportunity for me to assess 
populations and be hopeful that 
numbers might increase on the 
previous year. I will be spend-
ing my time like some de-
mented Mother Hen, worrying, 
and fretting over favourite 
birds, hoping they have sur-

vived the rigours of winter and 
hoping to renew my familiarity 
with specific pairs and indi-
viduals. It might be frowned 
upon in certain quarters, but I 
have been attracted to individ-
ual birds and enjoy reacquaint-
ing myself with these friends in 
the wild. 

Another aspect covered by 
my wanderings in the moun-
tains during March is the daz-
zling springtime flower show, 
coloured clusters of spring 
flowering plants that will be 
forming a veritable tapestry of 
vibrant colour on meadows and 
the understorey of our open 
woodlands.  

I am hoping you will all enjoy 
the beginnings of our spring 
and find time to spend with our 
wonderful regional wildlife. 

The short-toed eagle.   PETER JONES
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C an you hear that flour-
ish of paso doble-like 
drumrolls heralding 

Celebration Picasso 1973-2023: 
the international art scene’s 
grand parade of events linked 
to the 50th anniversary of the 
death of Malaga’s eternal “fa-
vourite son”? Brit fashion de-
signer extraordinaire Paul 
Smith has given the Musée 
Picasso in Paris a multi-hued 
makeover featuring wallpaper 
that echoes his signature 
bright-coloured shirt stripes, 
and - speaking of jubilees - 
Museo Picasso Málaga will be 
celebrating its twentieth with 
two major tributes; the first 
(Picasso: Matter and Body) 
opens in May, heading next for 
Bilbao’s Guggenheim Museum, 
while the second will highlight 
the mega iconic artist’s influ-
ence on future generations. 

In the same celebratory 
spirit, the Malagueta bullring’s 
Cultural Centre (Paseo Reding, 
9) presents Picasso y los Años 
Dorados de la Costa Azul 
(Picasso and the Golden Years 
of the Côte d’Azur); this recently 
inaugurated exhibition incor-
porating 142 “Pablo moments” 
seized by Irish photographer 
Edward Quinn will be the per-
fect accompaniment to a festive 
Picassian bullfight scheduled 
on 8 April (the day of this emi-

nently photogenic aficionado’s 
passing). Even the most ada-
mant anti-corrida opponents 
may succumb to the charm of 
Quinn’s candidly captured fam-
ily and celebrity snaps, filled 
with Mediterranean joie de 
vivre.  

Ephemeral mural 
What would Pablo Ruiz Picasso 
think of the profusion of art 
memes representing his world-
famous Guernica as a symbol of 
present-day Disasters of War? 
Who knows? However, it is 
hardly surprising that his XXL 
oil on canvas unveiled at the 
Paris World Fair in 1937 - be-
fore being entrusted to New 
York’s MoMA during the Franco 
era, and finally entering the 

permanent collection of Ma-
drid’s Reina Sofía museum - 
has continued to be a universal 
source of inspiration; often al-
luded to in street art and skate 
culture, it paved the way for the 
bold graphic effects and dra-
matic imagery deployed by ur-
ban artists today. 

L’Émotion du Moment is the 
title of a collective project ex-
ploring the mood of the mo-
ment, to be seen until 27 May at 
the Alianza Francesa French 
language institute and cultural 
centre (Calle Canales, 11 -
within steps of María Zam-
brano train station). Taking its 
cue from Fleurs du Mal (Flow-
ers of Evil) poet Charles Baude-
laire and the existential angst 
he expressed in numerous es-

says, the star attraction of this 
collaboration between YMAs 
(Young Malaga-based Artists) is 
a striking ephemeral mural. 
Perhaps because it consists of 
converging black and white 
symbols and distorted figures, 
Picasso’s Guernica springs to 
mind, but the comparison with 
the 20th century trailblazer 
stops there. The acute sense of 
terror and physical pain associ-
ated with the Civil War bomb-
ings is absent from this stream 
of consciousness collaboration 
spotlighting the mental health 
issues that affected so many 
youngsters under lockdown. 

Tattoo artist Diego alias Flo-
res Cósmico explains that his 
fellow participants, who all go 
by pseudonyms (Misfortune, 

Young things 
In Picasso’s footsteps… A fresh take on existential angst

Cristóbal Lápiz, Perpetual), 
pooled their resources, in 
“cocktail shaker” mode: “We 
brainstormed, each of us com-
ing up with ideas, which we 
wove into the final result, using 
a projector.”     

Nobody’s business 
How would the creator of Guer-
nica react to the news that one 
of France’s best-known concep-
tualists, Jean-Pierre Raynaud, 
has donated an artwork in-
spired by his anti-war master-
piece to Ukraine’s National Mu-
seum of Art? The author’s de-
tractors consider that his “self-
proclaimed homage” is out of 
place, that it has nothing in 
common with the original other 
than its dimensions (7.7 x 3.49 
metres), whereas Raynaud 
claims that his updated version 
displaying no-entry signs and 
black bars on a white back-
ground is a protest against vio-
lence, no more no less: “I am 
not an anecdotal artist. I show 
the thought, not the details.” 

Only 22 and Almost Famous 
(if you remember the movie, 
you’re showing your age…), Eva 
aka VAZ discussed her thought-
provoking installation at Gal-
ería JM (Calle Duquesa de Par-
cent, 12 - in the arty Soho dis-
trict - till 13 May), over a beer. A 
friend of Diego’s, VAZ rolled up 
her sleeve to reveal a tattoo by… 
guess who? Flores Cósmico. 

The main thread of her base-
ment show, incorporating black 
ink drawings of little “Nobod-
ies” - caught in the labyrinth of 
existence (represented by ex-
panses of parallel hatching or 
unbroken circular lines) - is the 
concept of “heterotopia” (alter-
native spaces within spaces) 
developed by French Theory 
philosopher Michel Foucault. “I 
fell in love with it, and took it 
one step further.” 

About to move on, this 
Malaga-born English-speaker - 
a St George’s alumna, who 
studied fine art in Dublin and 
London as a teen - is the kind of 
kid who doesn’t stay in any one 
place too long. Next stop: Ber-
lin, for a two-year art-related 
MA focusing on “space strate-
gies”. What else?   

Guernica paved the 
way for the bold 

graphic effects and 
dramatic imagery 
deployed by urban 

artists today

The four young artists who created the mural at the Alianza Francesa.  SUR

REVIEW 
GEORGINA 
OLIVER
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GARDENING

Solanum betaceum (synonym  
Cyphomandra betaceum and 
often called tomatillo or tree 
tomato) is a small tree or 
shrub native to the Andes and 
found in Ecuador, Colombia, 
Peru, Chile, Argentina, Bolivia 
and Indonesia. Although not 
frost hardy, it reportedly will 
survive temperatures as low 
as -2C, making it suitable for 
some inland areas as well as 

the coast of southern Spain.  
A member of the potato fam-

ily (Solanaceae), the tree to-
mato will reach a height of 
around five metres in ideal con-
ditions, although around two 
metres is more common. It is 
evergreen but in cold winters 
may drop some of 
its leaves. The 
leaves are 
l a r g e   

(up to 30cm by 20cm) and 
heart-shaped and covered with 
fine hairs.  

From spring through to late 
summer, clusters of fragrant 
flowers up to 1cm across form. 
These are followed by glossy 
fruits which resemble a plum 
tomato. When ripe they are red 

or orange, as is the flesh, 
and are said to be 

aromatic with a 
sweet-sour fla-

vour. In Indo-
nesia they are 
used to make 
a chutney 
but they can 
also be used 
in sweet 
dishes such 

as ice-cream 
and jam.  The 

fruits have a 
thin skin which is 

quite bitter but eas-
ily removed by sub-

merging in boiling water. 
An ideal location for a tree 

tomato would be in a spot that 
gets plenty of sun in the morn-
ings and some shade in the 
afternoon. Solanum betaceum 
is not drought resistant and 
will need regular watering in 
the summer. It is not fussy 
about soil type but one with 
plenty of organic matter 
added is preferable.  

The tree tomato is shallow 
rooted and may need staking 
in windy areas. It can be grown 
in the ground in temperate ar-
eas or in a large pot so it can 
be moved into a sheltered lo-
cation in the winter.  

Feeding every three weeks 
during the growing season and 
regularly pruning the branches 
will promote growth although 
a new tree may not fruit for two 
years while getting established.  

Propagation is by cuttings 
or by seed.  

The tree tomato 

Calling all gardeners  
We know many of our read-
ers have lovely gardens or 
enjoy growing plants on 
their terraces or balconies, 
and some like to take photos 
of plants they see when they 
are out and about. Why not 
share them with others?   

Email your photos to eng-
lish@diariosur.es with a 
caption and a few words of 
explanation and you may 
get your photos published 
on this page. Alternatively, 
you can send them to us 
via Facebook (surenglish) 
or Twitter (@SUR_Eng-
lish).

READERS’ PHOTOS

DENISE BUSH

PHOTOS

This photo was sent by Richard and Doug who say, “message to self, 
when weeding between patio paving tiles be careful what you pull 
out. This white, touched with yellow, Freesia has self seeded under-
neath a marble coffee table. Left undisturbed nature will find a way 
to flourish”.

Nature will find a way
Richard and Doug Asfour/Coleman

Bromeliads are epiphytic, which means they grow in small pockets 
of soil trapped in  clefts in rocks, tree branches etc but they are not 
parasitic. This example, a bird’s nest bromeliad, was photographed 
by Sue Chapman who says, “this is growing in a pot on my terrace 
and has been out a couple of weeks now”.

Exotic Bromeliads
may drop some of 
ts leaves. The 
eaves are 
a r g e   

tomato. When ripe
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Solanum betaceum leaves and flowers and fruit (inset). WIKIMEDIA

  SUE CHAPMAN
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EXHIBITIONS 

Alicia Ramos Muñoz  
MIJAS COSTA. Until 20 March. Cen-
tro Cultural La Cala.   
Más de 40 Años Entre Pinceles (Over 
forty years among paint brushes) is 
the title of this exhibition by Alicia 
Ramos Muñoz.  

Fernando Torres 
MIJAS. Until 27 March. Casa Museo 
de Mijas. 
Colores is the title of this exhibition 
of photos taken by Fernando Torres.  

Faro Míguez 
BENALMÁDENA. Until 26 May. Ori-
mari Ceramic Art galleryC / Gabriel 
Escobar 26. 
Seville artist Faro Míguez will be vis-
iting the gallery at 6pm, 24 February  
for the inauguration of a  series of  
his paintings entitled Fantasía. The 
collection reflects a world of imagi-
nation with animal themes in which 
the artist always hides a message and 
social criticism. There will also be a 
free art workshop for children after 
the inauguration.  

Women who run the world 
BENALMÁDENA. Until 23 July. Exhi-
bition centre.. 
The Centro de Exposiciónes is cele-
brating International Women’s Day 
with an exhibition of photographs 
entitled Las Mujeres Que Llevan el 
Mundo. The collection consists of 
images taken by American artist, 
Lekha Singh. 

Gallery Art Club  
FUENGIROLA. Until 3 April. C/Que-
mada. Monday-Wednesday 11am-
2pm. Thursday 5-9pm.   
Exhibition of paintings inspired by 
the Axarquía countryside by Helen 
Hollmanns. Call: 637 559 039. 
www.galleryclub.com  

Reborn  babies 
FUENGIROLA. From 24 until 26 
March. 4-9pm Fri; 11am-9pm Sat; 
11am-8pm Sun. Hotel Las 
Palmeras, C/Martinez Catena.   
The exhibition will consist of 80 
Reborn babies, with their original 
certificates and a selection of their 
clothes and accessories. The exhibi-
tors come from all over Spain. There 
will also be a charity raffle to win a  
Reborn baby to raise funds for Cor-
doba boy Hugo García Esquina who 
has cerebral palsy. More information: 
Carmen Madeja: 669818724 

Ana Villalobos 
ESTEPONA. Until 22 March. Casa de 
Las Tejerinas, Plaza de las Flores. 
The latest exhibition at the gallery is 
a selection of paintings by Ana Villa-
lobos. 

Casa de Art 
BENAHAVÍS. Parque Botánico Resort 
and Country Club, Las Lomas de Gua-
dalmina. 
The gallery exhibits a selection of 
works by various artists as well as a 
hammered copper wall relief by the 
late sculptor, Rudy Haynal.  

Museo Ralli 
MARBELLA. Urb Coral Beach, Río 
Verde. 
A selection of European contempo-
rary art as well as unique pieces from 
emerging Latin-American artists in 
the permanent exhibition entitled 
Arte Europea: Surrealismo de Giorgio 
de Chirico a Francis Bacon. Free entry. 
During  March there is a series of 
conferences and themed tours (in 
Spanish) www.museoralli.es  

Sala Alfajar 
MALAGA. Until 20 March. C/Císter1.  
Karina Zothner: Al Oeste del Sur.  An 
exhibition of large format paintings 
by Karina Zothner. www.alfajar.es  

Museo Picasso Casa Natal 
MALAGA. Until 28 May . Plaza de la 
Merced. 
The Mallorcan artist Bernardí Roig 
will be exhibiting his works entitled 
El último rostro y la afonía del Mino-
tauro. He is also exhibiting at the 
Museo Ruso and the Pompidou. 
Picasso Ventana Abierta. Until 26 
March. An exhibition of art created 
during the programme of art therapy 
supported by the Mental Health unit 
at Malaga hospital. 

Archivo Municipal exhibition  
MALAGA. Until 9 April. Salas Mingo-
rance del Archivo Municipal, Alameda 
Principal.  

 Art for change exhibition. collection 
of 100 pieces to raise awareness 
about the Sustainable development 
goals. Mon-Fri 10am-1pm/5pm-8pm. 
Sat, Sun and holidays 10am-1pm.  

Centro de Arte Contemporáneo 
MALAGA.  .  
Friedrich Kunath. Until  April  There 
Must Be A Spanish Word For This 
Feeling is the title of the new exhibi-
tion at the CAC. 
Imon Boy. Until 4 June. El principio 
de algo (The Start of Something) is 
the title of this exhibition. It  is the 
first time that Imon Boy has held an 
solo exhibition at the CAC. 
Joan Cornellà. Until 4 June. Dek Tau 
is the first solo exhibition by Joan 
Cornellà in a museum in Europe. The 
artist uses satire to show the dark 
side of human nature and surrealism 
to show exaggerated situations.  
Gonzalo Lebrija. Until 30 April. 
Golden Hours is an exhibition by 
Mexican artist Gonzalo Lebrija which 
combines contemporary art, photog-
raphy, sculptures and videos to 
reflect on existentialism beliefs.  
MALAGA. CAC Málaga - La Coracha.  
María Egea. Until 26 March. Malaga 
artist María Egea is exhibiting around 
40 works created since 2010.  

Picasso returns to la Malagueta. 
MALAGA. Until 30 July. La 
Malagueta bullring. 
The photographer Edward Quinn, 
took hundreds of intimate photos of 
Picasso from between 1951 and 1972. 

They show a relaxed and happy 
Picasso, drawing with his children, 
family beach outings and playing a 
trumpet as well as attending a bull-
fight, one of Picasso’s great loves.  

Javier Calleja, Mr Günter, The Cat 
Show. 
MALAGA. Until 6 September. Centro 
Cultural Fundación Unicaja , Plaza del 
Obispo. 
The exhibition by this local artist is 
organised by Fundación Unicaja and 
Calleja Studio. The exhibition consists 
of large format sculptures and paint-
ings in his iconic style. 

L’émotion du moment 
MALAGA. Until 27 May. Alianza 
Francesa, C/Canales. 
A mural, based on the works of the 
nineteenth century French poet and 
art critic, Charles Baudelaire. The 
four styles of art that make up the 
mural, which aims to draw attention 
to mental health, were created by a 
group of artists called No Glory.   

Museo Carmen Thyssen  
MALAGA. C/ Compañía, 10. 10am - 
8pm Tuesday to Sunday.  
Street Life. Lisette Model and Helen 
Lewitt in New York. Until 11 June. The 
exhibition consists of around 2o 
images from the Mapfre Foundation 
of street life in the 1940s taken by 
women photographers Lisette Model 
and Helen Lewitt.  
Luis Feito. La pintura misma. Colec-
ción del artista (1956-1962). Until 11 

June. A collection of paintings of Luis 
Feito.  www.carmenthyssen-
malaga.org 

Museo Revello de Toro 
MALAGA. C/Fligidos, 29015. 
 Revello de Toro paintings in Funda-
ción Unicaja’s collection . Until 30 
April. The Museo Revello de Toro is 
displaying nine portraits currently 
held in Fundación Unicaja’s art collec-
tion.  

Museo Jorge Rando  
MALAGA. Until 26 September. C/ 
Cruz del Molinillo.  
The new exhibitions at the Jorge 
Rando are Años jóvenes de un viejo 
maestro (1st part) and, from 20 
March, Encuentro en la Arena in 
which Jorge Rando reflects on the 
bullfighting tradition and Picasso’s 
love of the spectacle.www.jorger-
ando.org 

Thyssen museum, Malaga

Faro Míguez, Benalmádena.

Reborn baby, Fuengirola

Blues at Moonlight , 
which is usually held in 
November, will take 
place on Saturday 25 
and Sunday 26 March 

TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA.  Fans of blues, 
rockabilly, honky-tonk and 
country music will enjoy the 
Blues at Moonlight Festival, 
which will be held at the Hotel 
Sunset Beach in Benalmádena 
Costa on Saturday 25 and 
Sunday 26 March. This two-
day version of the international 
rockabilly and American roots 
music festival, which is usually 
held in November, is organised 
by El Dandy Festivals.  

The festival kicks off at 
11pm on Saturday (doors 
open at 9pm) with a perform-
ance by the Jonas Molina 
Band, a blues outfit fronted by 
Madrid guitarist and singer 
Jonas Molina. 

Molina began his career on 
the Madrid blues circuit per-
forming his own composi-
tions and covers of songs 
from the 1950s West Coast 
jump, swing and boogie 
scene. He soon established 
himself on the European 

blues circuit, collaborating 
with numerous renowned art-
ists such as Big Dez, Marco Ci-
nelli and Little G Weevil, 
among others. 

His set pays tribute to leg-
endary blues artists like Earl 
Hooker, Jimmy Vaughan and 
Duke Robillard, and he will 
also perform songs from his 
latest recording, Wiggle the 
Wig.  

Local boy Bobby B and his 
band will bring the legendary 
music of Buddy Hollie and the 
Crickets to the stage on Sun-
day night (9pm). The talented 
young British musician has 

earned a reputation on the 
Costa’s music scene for his in-
credible musicianship, play-
ing in several popular bands 
like The Jersey Boys and 
Route 66, as well as concen-
trating on his solo career.  

The festival will also pre-
sent popular American roots 
music DJ, Tall Mike. 

Tickets to both concerts 
cost 15 euros in advance, or 
20 euros at the door. There 
are also special packages for 
both nights and accommoda-
tion. For tickets and informa-
tion, see www.bluesatmoon-
light.com

Bobby B will perform at Sunset Beach Club on Sunday 26 March. SUR

Two-day blues, swing and rock and 
roll festival at Sunset Beach Club
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Casa Gerald Brenan  
MALAGA. C/ Torremolinos.  
The exhibition series Estrellas para 
Brenan begins with an exhibition 
entitled Laberinto y Locura by 
Malaga artist Diego Santos. The 
works are centred on the legendary 
dancer Josephine Baker who reached 
the peak of her career in the mid-
twentieth century.  

Margaret Riordan 
TORROX PUEBLO. Until April . La 
Casa Hotel, C/Baja.  
Local artist, Margaret Riordan is 
exhibiting some of her work. 

Arte Sur En Femenino 
ALMUÑÉCAR. Until 18 March. Casa 
de la Cultura.  
The Sala Rowland Fade in the culture 
centre will be displaying a collection 
of paintings by the Arte Sur associa-
tion. The paintings, by eighteen 

female artists, aims to highlight the 
importance of women in society 
today in honour of International 
Woman’s Day.  

Coby Bloemsma 
EL MORCHE. Until 23 March, Bio 
Beach Club. 
Torrox artist Coby Bloemsma is 
exhibiting a selection of her work. 

Jan Katuin  
IZNÁJAR. From 13 April until 28 May. 
Iznájar castle, Cordoba.  
Dutch photographer, Jan Katuin, will 
be exhibiting a selection of his pho-
tographs  

MUSIC AND DANCE 

La Cochera Cabaret                                
MALAGA. Avda de los Guindos.                          
18 March, 10pm. Mario Díaz. 
21 March, 9pm. Alejandro Lerner. 
24 March, 9pm. AWA 
Tickets: www.lacocheraentra-
das.com/  

Clarence Jazz Club  
TORREMOLINOS. Calle Danza Invisi-
ble, 8. 
17 March,10pm. Ayuga Trío. 
18 March, 10pm. Curtis Lundy 
19 March, 6pm. Piano jazz special: 
Dave Brubeck. 
23 March, 10pm. Jazz jam session. 
24 March, 10pm. Anti Sarpilla Trío. 
Tickets: www.clarencejazzclub.com 

Velvet Club  
MALAGA.  C/Convalecientes, 11. 

24, 25 March, 10pm. Polar live Week-
end with Polar Nova, Martiz, Ayllon 
(Fri) and Respiro, Fulcanelli and Feo 
(Sat). Tickets: www.entradium.com 
or www.velvetclub.ess 

Sala Trinchera  
MALAGA.  C/ Parauta. 
17 March, 9pm. Dano. Tickets: 
www.mecen.es 

Cazbah Live Lounge  
LA CALA DE MIJAS. Torrenueva, 
Avenida de Rota. 8pm 
17 March, 9pm. Spiders From Mars, 
Bowie tribute/Glam Rock band. 
18 March, 8pm. Charity Gala for chil-
dren’s cancer charity, Fundación Oli-
vares. Posh frocks and dicky bow ties 
necessary. With tribute acts to 
Michael Bublé and Frank Sinatra.. 
23 March, 9pm. Stereo Star Band. 
24 March, 9.30pm. Pop Party, Layla  
& 5 Minute Memory band (11.30pm). 
Info: the Cazbah Live Lounge Face-
book page. Tickets: www.event-
brite.es 

Ventana Abierta Jazz Club 
NERJA. Hotel Plaza Cavana, C/Gra-
nada.  
24 March, 8pm. Daniel Cano Quartet. 
www.ventana-abierta.es Call: 
690073871 

The Malaga Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
MALAGA.  
18 March,  7pm. Conservatorio Supe-
rior de Música de Málaga. 
The 50th anniversary of the first con-

cert by Maestro Octav Calleya in 
Malaga. 
http://orquestafilarmonicade-
malaga.com 

Louie Louie Bar 
ESTEPONA.  Estepona port. 
17 March, 11pm. The Fargo Railroad 
Co. 
17 March, 1am. We Are Not DJs. 
18 March, 9.30pm. The KP Band. 
18 March, 11.30pm. Rata Pendón.   
24 March, 11.pm. I’m An Alligator. 
24 March, 1am. We Are Not DJs. 
www.louielouierockbar.com/ 

Rob Sas 
TORROX. 25 March, 8.30pm. Bar Los 
Amigos. Reservations recommended. 
SEVILLE. 1 April, 9pm.  Martín de la 
Jara. Kagarso Rock Festival. Face-
Book: Kolectivorocksierrasur. 
Rob Sas is a veteran musician of Brit-

ish Rock of the 80s and has played 
alongside the John Coghlan Band (ex 
Status Quo); Nick Simper (Deep Pur-
ple) and Lindsay Bridgewater (Ozzy 
Osbourne) among others. 

Miradas Al Sur 
MALAGA. 17 March, 7pm. Sala de 
Conciertos María Cristina. Free.   
Paula Coronas and the Atenea 
Ensemble strings quartet will be in 
concert. 

Concert for Lent 
MALAGA. 19 March, 7.30pm. Iglesia 
de San Juan Bautista. 
The Banda Municipal de Música will 
be playing sacral music  in the fist 
half and processional in the second 
half of the concert.  

Da Bruno  
MARBELLA. Da Bruno Sul Mare. 
Paseo Marítimo. 
Thursdays piano music with Nikki  
and Sundays Sax and piano with 
Diarío and Nikki.  
22 March, 8.30pm. Tribute to Tina 
Turner. To book a table call 95290 
3318 or make a reservation online: 
www.dabruno.com/es-sul-mare 

Harmonica Baroque Ensemble                                
MALAGA. 21 March, 8pm. Teatro 
Cervantes, C/Ramos Marín.  
Harmonica Baroque Ensemble  con-
cert celebrating the works of Bach 
starring Antonio Serrano, Daniel 
Oyarzábal and Josetxu Obregón. 
Book tickets online at www.unientra-
das.es Diego Santos, Casa Brenan

Jan Katuin, Iznájar
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MUSIC AND DANCE 

Religious music  series 
MALAGA. From 21 until 24 March . 
Teatro Cervantes.   
The series will include music by com-
posers such as  Bach, Buxtehude, 
Barbieri and Haydn among others, by 
the La Spagna music group accompa-
nied by the El León de Oro choir. 
There will also be some contempo-
rary instrumentals by Harmonica 
Baroque and local group En Armonia. 
Tickets: www.unientradas.es 

Sacral and ancient music 
FRIGILIANA, ALMÁCHAR, COM-
PETA.  19, 25 March, 1pm. Free 
19 March. Parroquía de San Mateo 
Apósto, Almáchar. 
25 March. Iglesia de Ntra Sra de la 
Asunción. Cómpeta. 
The Cuarteto Con Fuoco with Antonio 
del Pino will be playing sixteenth 
century sonatas and works by Bach, 
Purcell and Pachebell among others.  
Reservations: www.ventana-
abierta.es / 690073871   

FLAMENCO 

Flamenco show 
ESTEPONA.  18 March, 9.30pm. 
Peña Flamenca de Estepona, C/ Fuer-
zas Armadas. 
A flamenco show with Vicente 
Román and Mamen Ruiz  (vocals), 
Rubén Portillo (guitar), Carrete de 
Málaga and Luisa Chicano (dance). 
Reservations, call: 952 80 31 83 or 
683 14 11 36 for more information.  

 A Tribute to Miguel de Mollina 
MALAGA. 11, 12 April, Teatro Cervan-
tes.  
The flamenco company Antonio de 
Verónica y Sara Cortés will be per-
forming a special tribute to the life of 
Malaga singer Miguel de Mollina. 
Tickets: www.unientradas.es or 
www.teatrocervantes.com  

CHARITY 

ARCH  
ALHAURÍN EL GRANDE. Sundays, 
10am-2pm . Hacienda Moreno, Viña 
Borrego. 

The ARCH team at the Rescue Centre 
for Horses and Donkeys are open 
Sundays and volunteers are on hand 
to explain the charity’s work. More 
information on Facebook: Centro 
Andalusi de Rescate de Caballos or 
www.horserescuespain.org 

ACE Dog  Shelter  Spring 
Fundraiser Dinner 
FUENGIROLA. 18 March, 7pm. Vinea 
Restaurant (Paseo Maritimo).   
The event begins with a compli-
mentary glass of Cava, followed by 
a three-course dinner. Entertain-
ment provided by  singer Laura 

Elen. There will also be a raffle. 
Tickets 35€ (includes a 13€ dona-
tion to ACE) 
bought  in advance from Vinea, Ibex 
Insurance (Fuengirola). Or call: 
647647671 / 606145359 / 
711039124   or email: info@ace-
charity.org 

FIESTAS AND FERIAS 

St Patrick’s Day 

FUENGIROLA. 17, 18 March. Caseta 
taurina. Fairground. Entry 2€. 
The Fibbers Irish Bars present two 
days of live music, pipers, DJ, Irish 
food and drinks. With: Steve Nelson, 

The theatre’s latest 
production, My Fair Lady, 
tells the story of the 
bizarre relationship of a 
high-society professor 
and a cockney flower girl  
TONY BRYANT 

FUENGIROLA. The Salón Vari-
etés Theatre in Fuengirola will 
launch the first of one of its 
“big three” shows this week-
end, a ten-night performance 
of the popular musical, My 
Fair Lady, which runs from 
tonight (Friday) until Sunday 

26 March. 
Ranked among the top 100 

greatest American films of all 
time, the production is based 
on George Bernard Shaw’s 
1913 play Pygmalion, the 
amusing story of Eliza Doolit-
tle, a cockney flower girl at 
Covent Garden market who 
meets the esteemed professor 
of speech and linguistics, 
Henry Higgins. 

After being ridiculed by his 
colleague Colonel Pickering 
about Eliza’s unrefined lan-
guage skills and equally brash 
character, Higgins claims that 
he will teach Eliza to speak like 

a lady of the highest society 
within six months. 

Eliza, intrigued, accepts, 
although her father attempts to 
capitalise on Eliza’s new life-
style. Eliza persists and blos-
soms into a lady ready for 
Royal Ascot and a Royal Ball. 
She catches the eye of Freddie 
Enysford Hill and, smitten by 
her beauty and her cockney 
small talk, pursues and even-
tually persuades her to begin a 
life with him. 

Rags to riches tale 
The Salón Varietés Theatre’s 
production of this well-loved, 

amusing, rags-to-riches tale 
takes inspiration from both the 
stage and film versions and will 
include exquisite costumery, 
musical production and chore-
ography. 

The production is directed by 
John Gale and consists of a 
talented ensemble of singers, 
dancers and actors led by Costa 
favourite Melissa Carver as Eliza 
Doolittle. The cast will also 
include Tim Alexander as Henry 
Higgins, Peter Oliver as Colonel 
Pickering, Keith Spitalnick as 
Alfred Doolittle, Sheila Sander-
son-Wohlmuth as Mrs Pierce, 
Nathan Homan as Freddie 
Enysford Hill, along with a 
supporting cast of around 15 
performers. 

With musical direction by 
James Burn and choreography 
by Alexandra Avery, the show is 
full of musical theatre favour-
ites, such as Wouldn’t it be 
Lovely, The Rain in Spain, I 
Could Have Danced All Night 
and Get Me to the Church on 
Time, among others. 

The show will start each night 
at 7.30pm, (Sunday 7pm), while 
on Saturday 25 March the per-
formance will take place at 2pm. 

Tickets, which cost 20 euros, 
can be reserved on www.salon-
varietes.com, or from the thea-
tre’s box office Monday to Friday 
between 11am and 2.30pm. 
Early reservations are recom-
mended. 

People with restricted mobil-
ity who require wheelchair 
space must make their reserva-
tion at the box office and not 
online (Box office call: 952 
474542).

Humorous tale of rags to riches 
comes to the Salón Varietés

The cast of My Fair Lady outside the Salón Varietés Theatre in Fuengirola during a dress rehearsal.  SUR
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Trading Fours, Ras Tiki, Ray Frost 
Band, Dead Ringer, Rock of Ages, 
Miss Gin and Crush. Friday 1pm until 
after midnight, Saturday from 3pm 
until after midnight. 

Fiesta de San José 
LA HERRADURA. Until 19 March. 
The town hall is planning various 
activities to celebrate the festival of 
the town’s patron saint. The Feria de 
Día takes place in the Jardines del 
Castillo this year. 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. 18 March. 
The area of the town known as Triana 
is celebrating the Día de San José 
with live music, a prcession and lots 
of activities for all the family. 

MORE IDEAS                               

MOMA Motorbike Show 
MALAGA. 24-26 March. Palacio de 
Ferias y Congresos. 8€. 
The show will include not only a 

wide range of models of motorbikes 
for sale but also tools, clothing and 
accessories for everything to do with 
motorbikes. There are around 50 
makes of motorbikes represented at 
the event  which will include the lat-
est in electric motorbikes and a test-
ing track, exhibitions and stunts.  
www.eventosmotor.com 

Madinat Balish 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. 18 March, 
10.30pm. Leaving from Plaza de la 
Constitución. 
A tour of the narrow streets and 
experience the old medina of Vélez-
Málaga with performances by actors 
playing historical figures. Duration 
2.5 hours approx. 13€ in advance or 
15€ on the day. Call 628 665 670 or 
email: sharqandalus@gmail.com 

Lux Mundi  
FUENGIROLA.  Lux Mundi Ecumeni-
cal Centre, C/Nueva 3.  
Taizé Prayer. 17 March 6pm at San 
José church. Send an email to be 
included in prayers: luxmun-
dif@gmail.com. 
Coach trip to Vélez and Torre del 
Mar. 22 March. A guided tour of the 
historical parts of Vélez-Málaga fol-
lowed by free time in Torre del Mar.  
Tickets: 25€ or 22€ with a Friend of 
Lux Mundi card. Call: 952 474 840 
or email:luxmundif@gmail.com  

O. V. FILMS 
SUR in English advises calling cine-
mas to check for any last-minute 
time changes. Lunchtime and late 

night screenings weekends only. 

Yelmo Cines, Plaza Mayor 
MALAGA. Centro de Ocio, Plaza 
Mayor, Avda Alfonso Ponce León. Tel: 
902902103. www.yelmocines.es.  
Creed III: 12.25 (Sun). 
Scream VI: 14.25 (Sun). 
Everything, Everywhere, All At 
Once: 19.10 (Sun). 
Shazam! Fury of the Gods: 12.15 
(Sun); 19.40 (Tues). 
Watcher: 20.20 (Tues). 

Yelmo Cines, Rincón 
RINCÓN DE LA VICTORIA. C/ 
Arroyo Totalán. Tel: 902220922. 
www.yelmocines.es 
Everything, Everywhere, All At 
Once: 19.00 (Tues). 
Creed III: 21.50 (Tues). 
Scream VI: 17.20 (Tues). 
Shazam! Fury of the Gods: 19.40 
(Tues). 
What’s Love Got To Do With It: 17.30 

(Tues) 

Yelmo Cines, Vialia 
MALAGA. Centro Comercial Vialia. 
Tel: 902220922 
The Whale: 13.20 (Sun). 
The Fabelmans: 20.20 (Tues). 
Shazam! Fury of the Gods: 13.00 
(Sun); 19.40 (Tues). 
The Banshees Of Inisherin: 12.35 
(Sun). 
Watcher : 20.10 (Tues). 
Scream VI: 12.45 (Sun); 19.30 (Tues). 
Creed III : 19.40 (Tues). 
Opera: Coppelia: (Sun). 

Cinesur Miramar  
FUENGIROLA. Avda de la 
Encarnación. Tel: 952198600. 
Opera: Turandot: 20.15 (Wed) 
Raging Bull: 20.00 (Tues). 

Cinesur Ingenio 
VÉLEZ-MÁLAGA. Avda Juan Carlos, 
1. Tel: 667773187. 
Scream VI: 19.00 (Tues). 
Raging Bull: 20.00 (Tues). 
John Wick 4: 20.00 (Thurs). 
Shazam! Fury Of The Gods: 17.40 
18.00 (every day); 17.30 (Wed). 
Opera: Turandot: 20.15 (22 March) 

Red Dog 
PUERTO BANÚS. Avda Julio Iglesias. 
https://reddogcinemas.com/ 20 to 26 
Jan.  
Creed III: 12.00, 15.00 (Sat, Sun); 
17.15, 19.30 (Fri, Mon-Thurs). 
Shazam! Fury Of The Gods: 12.00, 
15.00 (Sat, Sun); 17.00 (Fri, Mon-
Thurs); 19.30 (every day). 

Watcher: 17.15 (Fri, Mon-Thurs),  
15.30, 20.00 (Sat, Sun)  
Puss In Boots, The Last Wish: 12.00, 
15.00 (Sat, Sun); 17.00 (Fri, Mon-
Thurs). 
Scream VI 15.00, 19.40 (Sat, Sun); 
17.15, 19.30 (Fri, Mon-Thurs). 
Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantuma-
nia:  17.00(Sat, Sun); 19.00 (Fri, Mon-
Thurs). 
Dungeons and Dragons: Honour 
Among Thieves: 19.20 (Sun). 
What’s Love Got To Do With It: 15.00 
(Sat, Sun); 17.15 (every day). 

Autocine Málaga 
MALAGA. Guadalhorce Industrial 
Estate. Ctra. de la Azucarera 
Intelhorce.  
www.autocines.com/cine-malaga/  
Creed III: 21.00 (Until  23 March). 

Cine Albéniz 
MALAGA.  C/ Alcazaba, 4. Tel: 
902360295.  
www.cinealbeniz.com   
Triangle of Sadness: 17.00 (Mon-
Thur). 
The Quiet Girl: 18.20 (Mon-Thurs)   

Kineopolis La Cañada 
MARBELLA.  Crta Ojén. La Cañada 
Centro Comercial. 
Shazam! Fury of the Gods.: 18.00 
(Mon-Thurs); 18.15 (Fri-Sun). 
Scream VI: 19.40 (Mon-Thurs). 
Louis Tomlinson: All Of Those 
Voices: 20.00 (Wed). 
Everything, Everywhere, All At 
Once: 20.00 (Mon, Tues, Thurs); 
20.40 (Wed); 20.45 (Fri, Sat). 

MOMA bike show, Malaga

Fiesta de San José, La Herradura
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I t seems that vaping isn’t as 
innocuous as it seems. 
Health care professionals 

have been warning about this 
ever since vaping began to be 

fashionable, over ten years ago 
now, and new scientific evidence 
has provided additional data 
about how harmful it can be.  

A study by the Lawson Health 

Research Institute, one of the 
most prestigious in Canada, has 
concluded that vaping can dam-
age what is known as the pul-
monary surfactant, a substance 

in the lungs which is needed to 
facilitate the respiratory func-
tion. A lack of it can make 
breathing difficult, or even im-
possible.  

The authors of the work, 
which has been published in the 
renowned Plos One magazine, 
admit that there is still no sci-
entific evidence to confirm this 

 Fashionable.  Scientists have 
found that  vaping is not as 
inocuous as it seems and can 
damage lungs and impede  
breathing

Vaping, not 
as harmless 
as people 
think
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other words checked by another 
research team who carry out ex-
actly the same procedures to see 
if they reach the same conclu-
sions, any science requires years 
of monitoring before the evi-
dence can be considered con-
clusive. That is how scientific 
method works.  

Nevertheless, practically all 
the studies carried out since 
electronic cigarettes appeared 
on the market point in the same 
direction: vaping is also harmful 
to health, as specialist Joseba 
Zabala, of the National Commit-
tee for the Prevention of Smok-
ing (CNPT), has pointed out.  

Some studies, although they 
are fewer in number, have pre-
ferred to focus on the advan-
tages of this type of device to 
help people give up smoking. 

 Most of those are financed by 
the tobacco industry, “which has 
the greatest interest in extend-
ing vaping,” says Zabala.  

“They have found it to be a 
real bonanza. More than 80 per 
cent of new smokers, especially 
adolescents, start by using e-
cigarettes, but what they think 
of as something innocuous can 
end up as an addiction”.  

Pulmonary surfactant is a 
critical element in the complex 
machinery that enables human 
beings to breathe. The name re-
fers to a layer of phospholipids 
and proteins that covers the 
lungs and enables people to 
breathe with minimum effort. 
Without it, respiration would 
only be possible through me-
chanical ventilation.  

Breathing  
The group from the Lawson In-
stitute which has produced this 
work, in which the Western Uni-
versity’s Schulich School of 
Medicine and Odontology also 
participated, specialises in the 
study of surfactant.   

“We realised that the first 
thing the vapour aerosol comes 
into contact with when it enters 
the lungs is this layer of lipids 
and proteins,” explains Ruud 
Veldhuizen, the scientist behind 
the research.  

The team examined different 
vaping devices and also flavours, 
additives and even nicotine, to 
determine the effects that each 
had on the surfactant. 

What they found was that the 
liquids which are used in elec-

tronic cigarettes “do not have 
worse effects than nicotine, but 
some of the flavourings used, 
such as menthol, do,” they said. 

The group suspects that it is 
this damage that explains why 
people who vape have a greater 
susceptibility to developing pul-
monary lesions, especially those 
who have been affected by res-
piratory viruses such as Covid.  

“Our obligation is to make this 
information known. People have 
to know that vaping can be harm-
ful for the lungs,” Veldhuizen says. 

One of the possible causes of 
this lung damage is, Joseba Za-
bala says, something called pro-
pylene glycol, an additive which 
is authorised by the health 
authorities for use in food but 
not for inhaling.    

This product, the same one 
that rock groups use to make the 
stage appear smoky during con-
certs, is what the e-cigarettes 
use to provide the false sensa-
tion of exhaling smoke.  

“It is not innocuous,” these 
scientists have concluded. It ir-
ritates the eyes, the throat and 
now they know that it can also 
damage the respiratory tract as 
well. 

What’s wrong with it 

A starting point, for an addiction 
to tobacco 
A study by the Spanish Society of 
GPs (SemFYC) showed that 80% 
of teenagers who take up smoking 
started by using electronic ciga-
rettes. One in every two say they 
have vaped occasionally or on a 
regular basis.  
Harm,  not as much but still a lot 
Vaping appears to cause less 
damage than tobacco, because 
you inhale fewer toxic sub-
stances. But it is not innocuous. 
E-cigarettes also contain nico-
tine, and propylene glycol turns 
into drops (vapour) when it 
reaches 300 degrees, but solidi-
fies when the temperature drops 
to 36 and turns into a deposit on 
the lungs.  
And also,  environmental damage  
Cigarette ends are considered the 
biggest waste product on the 
planet and one of those that con-
taminate the most. Those from 
electronic cigarettes are made of 
plastic and most of them can only 
be used once. 

BE CAREFUL WITH VAPING

finding definitively, but say that 
in no way affects the validity of 
their publication.  

Why? Because, although it is 
still being peer-reviewed, in 
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Dermatologists in Spain 
have seen numerous 
patients with this 
contagious condition 
recently, all of them male 
with undercut, slicked-
back hairstyles 

It could be psoriasis or sebor-
rheic dermatitis, but if a reddish 
circle appears on the back of the 
neck it may be something differ-
ent. Dermatologists in Malaga are 
warning that there have been 
dozens of cases of tinea capitis 
recently; otherwise known as 
ringworm, this is a contagious 
condition caused by a fungus 
which affects the scalp, and prac-
tically all the patients these spe-
cialists have seen have some-
thing in common: they have been 
going to low-cost hairdressers to 
have and maintain an undercut, 
slicked-back hairstyle.  

Dr José Ignacio Galvañ, who 
was one of the first dermatolo-
gists in Spain to detect this out-
break, says that for years the 
main cause of tinea capitis was 
through zoophilic fungi such as 
Microsporum canis, which is very 
common in animals and espe-
cially cats. However, after a while 
he began to suspect that these 
cases were different and the 
clinic he runs started to carry out 
their own mycological testing.  

“We can say clearly that we are 
seeing an increase in tinea capi-
tis due to an anthropophilic spe-
cies of fungus,” he says. In other 
words, it is passed from person 
to person, rather than from an 
animal to a human.  

This type of tinea has been 
very common in Africa and the 
USA for some years now, but it 
was very unusual in Spain or 

elsewhere in Europe.  
After investigating further, Dr 

Galvañ was able to confirm that 
this type of ringworm which af-
fects the scalp is called Tricho-
phyton Tonsurans. In his clinic 
alone he has seen dozens of re-
cent cases, and it became obvi-
ous that there was a pattern: 
every one of these patients was 
a male who had had an under-
cut, slicked-back hairstyle.  

This is a style which is in fash-
ion internationally, with short, 
shaved hair at the sides and back 
of the head and long on the top 
and in the front. It means going 
to the hairdresser at least once 
a week to maintain it, and that 
can increase the contact the cli-
ent has with razors which are in-
fected.  

In 100 per cent of these cases 
seen at Dr Galvañ’s clinic, the pa-
tients had gone to a low-cost hair-
dresser.  

“We examined and carried out 
tests on all the patients,” says 
this specialist. The test is a sim-
ple and painless technique 
which involves taking a scrap-

ing from the affected area and 
then analysing it.  

Anthropophilic fungus  
 “This is what helped us to 
realise that we were look-
ing at an anthropophilic 
fungus, where the infec-
tion is passed from one 
person to another, and not 
the zoophilic type which 
people catch from animals,” 
Dr Galvañ explains.  

The most common symp-
toms of this ringworm are scaly 
lesions to the back and sides of 
the head. They look very similar 
to psoriasis or seborrhoeic der-
matitis, and that led some  spe-
cialists to treat the condition with 
topical corticosteroids. “That ac-
tually made it worse,” he admits.  

“Less frequently, patients came 
with inflammatory tinea or the 
so-called black dot tinea, where 
the affected area appears to be 
speckled with black dots ” he 
says. The latter, which are some-
times imperceptible, often act as 
asymptomatic carriers. 

Far from being identified at 

just one clinic, cases of scalp ring-
worm have been detected all over 
the province, the Dermatology 
Department at the Clínico Hos-
pital has confirmed. In recent 
months specialists there have 
seen a significant increase in 
cases.  

Although as yet there are no 
specific figures, the dermatolo-
gists agree that the patient profile 
is the same: men who have had 
an undercut, slicked-back hair-
styles at low-cost hairdressers.  

Chain of transmission 
For this reason, Dr Galvañ says 
it is important for hairdressers 
to be aware of this problem, and 
the health authorities must be 
able to identify and cut off the 
chain of transmission.  

He also recommends that if 
anyone suspects that they may 
have tinea capitis, they should 
consult a specialist.   

With regard to the short-term 
future, Dr Galvañ presented a re-
port on this situation at the an-
nual meeting of the Spanish 
Academy of Dermatology and Ve-
nereology in Granada on 10 and 
11 March, to call for further study 
and improved approach to what 
he describes as an “epidemic” 
which is occurring for the first 
time ever in Spain.  

At the meeting he was 
awarded  a  prize for the Best 

Scientific Study Award for 
his pioneering research 
carried out in his private 
practice between 2021 
and 202, “with his own 
resources and for the love 
of medicine”. 

He  studied twenty-six  
cases of this contagious dis-

ease and found that in most 
cases, the patients were as-

ymptomatic.  Thirty-eight per 
cent were diagnosed with tinea 
capitis, an eczema-like skin com-
plaint. But he also found cases 
of tinea connubialis, in which the 
patient was affected after their 
partner had gone to the hair-
dresser (31%); inflammatory 
ringworm (8%), and even a case 
of a one-year-old girl with what 
appeared to be a cradle cap, 
which finally turned out to be 
ringworm which she had caught 
from her father. 

He advised people to buy their 
own hair clippers and take them 
to the salon. 

Cases of scalp ringworm caught at  
low-cost hairdressers, experts warn 

Tests on the patients 
revealed that this type of 
ringworm is spread from 
one person to another and 
not caught from animals

The affected area is often on the back of the neck.  SUR

IVÁN GELIBTER 
 

José Ignacio Galvañ
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The cream  
of the cream

H ow would the history 
of sherry have turned 
out if Britain had not 

been such an important con-
sumer of Jerez wines.  

While other northern 
European countries drank 
sherry because it was cheap 
and high in alcohol, the Brit-
ish market was based on 
quality.  

The great sherry houses 
were founded by the English 
and the Scots, begging Pedro 
Domecq’s pardon of course, 
but he did have an English 
partner. Of course, the taste 
back then was for sweet va-
rieties, and finos and manza-
nillas were hardly exported.  

Although we are now quite 
open to occasionally drink-
ing sweet wines with dishes 
like foie gras and blue 
cheese, it has generally been 
consigned to the little old la-
dies’ favourite tipple.  

The House of Harvey was 
established in Bristol in 
1871, the port being the des-
tination of wines shipped 
from Spain, and the brand 
that made its name was Bris-
tol Cream, a blend from 30 
different barrels of varying 
ages.  

It soon gained popularity 
worldwide, creating a new 
category of wine, cream 

sherry. 
Harvey’s Bristol Cream 

achieved a royal warrant in 
1895 from Queen Victoria, 
continuing to leave its mark 
on history in 2013, when it 
was chosen to commemorate 
the 60th anniversary of the 
late Queen’s coronation.  

Perhaps uniquely it was 
served with ice and a twist of 
orange peel, allegedly the 
way her late majesty enjoyed 
it.  

Ever inventive, the brand 
makeover brought with it a 
facility that many types of 
wine would benefit from: the 
label turns blue when the 
contents of the bottle have 
reached the correct drinking 
temperature.

ANDREW J. LINN 

Harvey’s Bristol Cream 
Possibly one the most popu-
lar sherry brands outside 
Spain, it is 17.5º alcohol, and 
the price varies widely, aver-
aging around 12 euros. Usual 
taste of raisins, nuts, prunes, 
figs, and definitely for the 
sweeter tooth.

WINE OF THE WEEK

Although we now 
occasionally drink 
sweet wines, it has 

generally been 
consigned to being 
the little old ladies’ 

favourite tipple 

A Costa del Sol ice cream 
parlour beat off stiff 
competition from 150 
participants to win the 
national contest run by 
Helado Artesano 
JUAN SOTO 

FUENGIROLA. The best chocolate 
ice cream in Spain is made and 
sold in Fuengirola. The Cara-
melo ice cream parlour has just 
won first prize in a contest or-
ganised by the specialist maga-
zine Helado Artesano in which 
more than 150 professionals 
from all over Spain took part. 

New recipe 
The product made by the artisan 
Matias Kuyumdjian was crowned 
the best in the country during an 
event held at the end of February 
at the Atalaya Park hotel in Este-
pona. The professional won with 
a recipe that he had been work-
ing on for four months and that 
he had only just included in his 
business offering.  

“It is a mixture of pure choco-
lates from different origins,” he 
revealed without giving further 
details about its preparation. 

With the trophy in hand, he 
explained that the contest had 
two different phases: on the first 
day, the judges marked the con-
testants on an ice cream of their 
choice, between mango and 
dulce de leche.  

Matías was second with his 
dulce de leche and therefore 
went through to the final. In the 
last round, the chosen flavour 
was chocolate, and his came out 
the winner. 

“There was a high level of 
competition and just reaching 
the final was a source of pride,” 
he admitted. However, being 
judged the winner “is a massive 
prestige on a personal level, beat-
ing so many renowned people”. 

Living on the Costa del Sol 

since 2008, Matias Kuyumdjian 
has his business on Calle Bo-
quetillo in Fuengirola. In addi-
tion to being an ice cream par-
lour, the establishment also 
works as a bakery and a pizze-
ria and the businessman boasts 
of making all the products in a 
traditional way and in full view 
of the customers. 

The business opened in April 
2019, just before the pandemic, 
and despite this it has made a 
name for itself in the neighbour-
hood.  

After winning the award, both 
the chocolate flavour and the dulce 
de leche flavour ice creams have 
been incorporated into the menu 
(previously other recipes were 
used) and they are both going 
down well with the customers. 

Coming from the world of pas-

try, Matias got hooked on mak-
ing ice cream after doing some 
tests. “My secret is that I always 
listen to everyone because you 
never stop learning,” he said.

Fuengirola business scoops 
trophy for best chocolate  
ice cream in Spain

The winning ice cream.  SUR

Matias Kuyumdjian poses with the winner’s trophy. SUR
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Real Madrid defy 
age and logic  
They’ll arrive having written 
the ‘How To Win The 
Champions League’ manual

A LOOK AT LA LIGA 
ROB PALMER  
Commentator, ESPN

F orget the Emmy-win-
ning story of how the 
veteran Chicago Bulls 

team won one final NBA 
championship – Real Madrid 
are about to top ‘The Last 
Dance’. 

Not everyone recognises 
the greatness we are witness-
ing as Carlo Ancelotti’s team 
defy age and logic to make a 
charge for the club’s 15th 
European title. 

At the time of writing, the 
bookies make them third-fa-
vourites but I’m backing them 
to retain the crown. 

It’s crazy really! The team 
should have been broken up a 
couple of years ago based on 
the number of miles on the 
clock, yet this collection of in-
dividuals is built for the 
Champions League. 

The demands of week-in, 
week-out endeavours in La 
Liga is catching up with the 
golden oldies and so Ancelotti 
needs to manage their min-
utes. The team is built to peak 
once every couple of mid-
weeks when top-level football 
resembles chess on a green 
baize. It’s more about thinking 
and calculation. Real Madrid 
are the masters of this. 

Luka Modrić is proving to 
still be the best midfielder in 
the world, even at the age of 
thirty-seven. Karim Benzema 
is a couple of years younger 
and living up to his Ballon 
d’Or reputation. These are just 
two of the seven players over 
the age of 30 in the starting 
line-up who beat Liverpool 
this week. 

Given the age of the main 
players, this shouldn’t be 
possible. The Modrić-Toni 
Kroos- Casemiro axis was fi-
nally broken up, but it was 
the junior member of the trio 
who was sold to Manchester 
United. 

Aurélien Tchouaméni and 
Eduardo Camavinga are the 
heirs, but have to fight for a 
single spot alongside Modric 
and Kroos. They are institu-
tions at the institution. 

Cleverly, Ancelotti is transi-
tioning the club. Tchouaméni 
and Camavinga are being 

teased into the team; Uru-
guayan Fede Valverde is now a 
prominent player. 

Vinícius Júnior is on the 
verge of attaining galáctico 
status. In fact, his manager 
claims he’s already a legend 
for scoring the winner in last 
season’s Champions League 
final. It does seem like he’s 
been around for ages; but only 
last year, he became the 
youngest scorer in a final 
since Lionel Messi. 

Viní Jr isn’t in the class of 
Messi or his predecessor Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, but that is the 
secret to his success, they are a 
team. It’s a collective that is 
bigger than one single player. 

I’ve praised him enough in 
this column so let’s quote Jur-
gen Klopp: “Carlo is the most 
relaxed manager I’ve met in 
my life. His man management 
is on a completely different 
level to anyone.” 

It’s like the Real Madrid 
team is a listed building and 
he’s rebuilding it brick-by-
brick rather than a demolition. 

I’ve submitted this article 
before the draw for the quar-
ters and semi. It doesn’t matter 
who they face, Real Madrid will 
arrive having written the in-
struction manual on “How to 
win the Champions League”. 

We are in the midst of 
greatness. Step aside Michael 
Jordan, Scottie Pippen and 
Denis Rodman – these are the 
stars of ‘One Last Dance: The 
Sequel’.

Ancelotti and Júnior.  SUR

Álex Calvo, 19, scored the 
equaliser in the 86th 
minute, three minutes 
after coming onto the 
field for Malaga 

DARYL FINCH 
MALAGA. It was a night to remem-
ber for Álex Calvo, the 19-year-old 
making his debut for Malaga. The 
young full-back ensured his side 
returned home from the Canaries 
with a point after his superb last-
gasp equaliser sealed a 2-2 draw 
against league leaders Las Palmas 
on Saturday night. 

Having come into this match-
day 10 points from safety, Malaga 
would have held little hope of get-
ting anything out of this game. And 
things went exactly to the script 
early on, when Julián Delmás han-
dled the ball in the area in an ac-
tion missed by practically every-
one on the field - but not the VAR. 

Veteran Las Palmas captain 

Jonathan Viera tucked the penalty 
away straight down the middle - a 
massive setback for the Blue and 
Whites after just four minutes. 

With the hosts on the front foot, 
Pejiño could have doubled his side’s 
lead with an instep shot from the 
right-hand side of the area, but 
keeper Rubén Yáñez got down 
quick to block. 

A route back into the game 
Then, practically out of nowhere, 
came Malaga’s chance to get back 

into the game. Again, it was the 
VAR who intervened, deciding that 
Juande had been fouled by keeper 
Álvaro Valles as he rose to attempt 
to punch a hopeful long ball punted 
into his penalty area. 

Having decided that the keeper 
had only succeeded in wiping out 
the Malaga defender, it was down 
to striker Fran Sol to take the spot-
kick - and he did so with aplomb, 
sending the hapless keeper the 
wrong way. 

Malaga could have gone in at the 
break with the lead had Fran Sol 
kept his composure just before half 
time. Instead, the forward volleyed 
Fran Villalba’s perfectly weighted 
cross over the bar from barely six 
yards out. 

With the scores level, the sec-
ond half was cagey, with neither 
side seemingly willing to take any 
risks to break the deadlock. It be-
came increasingly clear that some-
thing spectacular was required to 
get the go-ahead goal. 

And so it proved. Pejiño, who 
was constantly a threat cutting in 
from the right, did exactly that, be-
fore unleashing a fearsome strike 
from 25 yards out. A goal worthy 
of winning any game. 

Game-changing substitution 
But then, in the 83rd minute, 
Malaga coach Sergio Pellicer 
brought Álex Calvo onto the field 
for his debut. At just 1.70 metres 
and with a thick mane of hair, the 
left-sider not only looked like a 
young Lionel Messi, but he chan-
nelled him too just minutes later. 

After expertly controlling the 
ball, Calvo burst through the small-
est of gaps between Álex Suárez 
and Eric Curbelo, leaving him free 
in front of goal to poke the ball 
through the legs of the keeper and 
ensure a share of the spoils at the 
Estadio de Gran Canaria. 

After last week’s setback against 
fellow strugglers Racing Santander, 
this point gives Malaga a slight 
glimmer of hope, albeit mostly in 
terms of a morale boost. 

The Blue and Whites are 10 
points from safety as Levante come 
to La Rosaleda tonight (9pm).

Young debutant rescues a point at 
the home of the league leaders

Álex Calvo about to fire the ball into the net for the equaliser.  AGENCIA LOF

2-2 
LAS PALMAS-MALAGA
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CRICKET 

The winner of cricket’s 
equivalent of the 
Champions League, 
once again hosted in 
Cártama, will be 
crowned next Friday 
SUR 

MALAGA. The climax of the action 
at the Cártama Cricket Oval is now 
on the horizon as the majority of 
the European Cricket League group 

stage action is brought to a close. 
During the past week, Dreux 

(France) beat Forfarshire (Scot-
land) by 30 runs to win Group D 
last Saturday. 

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, 
Group E went in favour of Roma 
CC (Italy). They beat Zagreb Sokol  
(Croatia) by a convincing 82 runs 
in the group final. 

For the remainder of this week, 
CIYMS (Ireland), Punjab Lions Nico-
sia (Cyprus), Ariana KIF (Sweden), 
Istanbul KSK (Turkey) and Oeiras 
(Portugal) will be battling it out in 
Group F, the final of which will take 

place on Saturday. 

Championship Week 
From Monday until Friday next 
week, all of the group winners un-
til now will face off in the so-called 
Championship Week. 

Five games per day will take 
place, with action commencing at 
11.30am, 1.30pm, 3.30pm, 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm. 

The final day, Friday, will see two 
qualifiers and an eliminator be-
fore the grand final at 7.30pm. 

As always, entrance to the tour-
nament is free.

Big week ahead as European 
Cricket League draws to a close

A wicket is claimed in the Group E action at the Cártama Oval earlier this week.  SUR

GOLF 

JUAN CALDERÓN.  Ana Peláez se-
cured a third, top-five finish in 
her last four tournaments by com-
ing second in the Investec South 
African Women’s Open, an event 
included in the Ladies European 
Tour calendar, as it concluded on 

Saturday. 
The Malaga-born golfer fin-

ished on -18, four strokes behind 
local player Ashleigh Buhai, who 
was unstoppable in the final 
round. 

This performance ensured that 
Peláez’s excellent start to the sea-
son continues. 

Having also come second in 
the Joburg Open a week previ-
ously, Peláez is now in second 
place in the ‘Race to Costa del Sol’, 
the order of merit of the Ladies 
European Tour, which comes with 
250,000 euros of prize money for 
the top three players of the year.

Malaga golfer Ana 
Peláez’s excellent 
form continues in 
South Africa

PADEL 

The local padel player, 
alongside partner Marta 
Ortega, lost out in the 
final of the La Rioja 
Open 1000 on Sunday 
in Argentina 

MARINA RIVAS. Malaga padel 
player Bea González and part-
ner Marta Ortega, from Madrid, 
narrowly missed out on their first 
title of the season, having to set-
tle for second place in the first 
women’s World Padel Tour tour-
nament to be held in Argentina. 

Sunday’s final, held in front 
of a passionate crowd of almost 
15,000 spectators at the Super 
Domo in La Rioja, saw the young 
pairing fall in a hard-fought duel 
of more than two hours and 
three sets to compatriots 
Gemma Triay and Ale Salazar 
(6-7, 6-4, 6-1). 

González and Ortega started 
off on the front foot in the first 
set, which, through pure persis-

tence and energy, they eventu-
ally won the tie-break (6-7). 

In the second set, the same 
tone was maintained. However, 
thanks to Triay’s pure power, 
their opponents managed to 
break the number three pair-
ing’s serve and take the second 
set (6-4). 

The third set was all or nothing. 
But it was Triay and Salazar who 

had the coolest heads and, with-
out making any unforced errors, 
they sealed the 6-1 win. 

In the end, González and Or-
tega had to settle for the run-
ners-up spot, but can come away 
with the feeling that they’re now 
competing at a very high level. 
To be in contention for titles just 
two tournaments into the Tour 
shows how far they’ve come.

Bea González just misses out on first 
World Padel Tour win of the season

CYCLING 

P. L. ALONSO.  Marbella cyclist Luis 
Ángel Maté looks to have been 
denied the chance to compete in 
one last major race before he re-
tires. This is because the 78th 
edition of La Vuelta a España, 
which will start in Barcelona on 
26 August and run until 17 Sep-
tember, won’t feature Maté’s team 
Euskaltel, race organisers an-
nounced last week. 

Following the rules of the In-
ternational Cycling Union, the 18 
UCI WorldTour teams automati-
cally participate in the race. They 
are AG2R Citroen Tea, Alpecin-
Deceuninck, Astana, Bahrain Vic-
torious, Bora-Hansgrohe, Cofidis, 
EF Education-Easypost, Grou-
pama-FDJ, Ineos Grenadiers, In-
termarché-Circus-Wanty, Jumbo-
Visma; Movistar Team, Soudal 
Quick-Step, Team Arkea-Samsic, 
Team DSM, Team Jayco Alula, 

Trek - Segafredo and UAE Team 
Emirates. 

Two more spots are filled by 
the two best UCI ProTeams in the 
2022 UCI Ranking - in this case 
the Lotto Dstny and TotalEner-
gies teams. The remaining two 
spots are filled by invited teams. 
Euskaltel was expected to be one 
of them, but missed out to Bur-
gos and Caja Rural. 

“It would be an extraordinary 
cherry on top of the cake to fin-
ish my career in Madrid in La Vu-
elta,” Maté recently told SUR in 
an interview. However, it now 
seems that his chance to com-
pete in another race of this cali-
bre before he calls it a day has 
now gone. 

That said, at 39 years of age, 
the rider can boast of having com-
pleted eleven editions of the Vu-
elta a España and six of the Tour 
de France, as well as never having 
retired in a ‘grand tour’.

Luis Ángel Maté denied 
chance to end career at this 
year’s Vuelta a España

TENNIS 

The Fuengirola-based 
player is now 26th in the 
ATP world rankings and 
Spain’s fourth-best 

P. L. ALONSO.  Alejandro Davido-
vich rose to 26th place in the 
ATP rankings when they were 
updated on Monday - a career 
best for the Fuengirola-based 
local tennis star. 

This came after the 23-year-
old reached the last 16 of the In-
dian Wells Masters (he was even-
tually eliminated in the quarter-
finals on Wednesday, losing 3-6 5-
7 to Daniil Medvedev). 

Until now, his best ranking was 
the 27th place he achieved last 
spring after finishing runner-up 

in Monte Carlo. 
With this latest update, Davi-

dovich becomes Spain’s fourth-
best men’s tennis player. 

He has overtaken Roberto Bau-
tista (now 28th) and sits behind 
only Carlos Alcaraz (second), Ra-
fael Nadal (12th) and Pablo Car-
reño (17th).

A new career high for 
Alejandro Davidovich

Action from Sunday’s final in La Rioja, Argentina.  WORLD PADEL TOUR

Davidovich in action.  EFE
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PROPERTY FOR 
SALE 
Marbella 
CERRO Blanco, Nueva Andalucia, 2 
bed, 2 bath, first floor, south facing 
apartment. Close to Centro Plaza. 
Fabulous gardens. 495.000 €uros. 
Agency/Intermediary participation 
welcomed. Tel/Whatsapp 
+34629791004 

PROPERTY TO LET 
Inland 
COIN Modern apartment, very spa-
cious, 1 bedroom, ground floor, 
450€/month 679111522 

Mijas 
MIJAS Costa. Studio for rent, large 
terrace, 450€ PM, no pets, to view 
call 681654943 

Commercial 
Properties/Offices to 
rent 
FANTASTIC opportunity - Harrys 
Bar Calahonda available to lease. 
Established bar situated in central 
location above Mercadona Cala-
honda, close to Dona Lola. In-
side/outside seating and kitchen fa-
cilities. Contact Harrysbarcala-
honda@gmail.com for further in-
formation 

SWIMMING POOLS 
AND GARDEN 

Swimming Pools1 

POOL Maintenance/ Repairs. 
Malaga/Marbella. 
678791495/951536389 sparklen-
ripple@hotmail.com www.spar-
klenripple.net 

CALOREX Inverter Pool Heat 
Pumps. World leaders 
(www.calorex.com) 8x4 pool 
4,749€ fully inclusive. Acair 
(www.acair.com). Established 
1986. 952486287 

Garden 
SPAINTREE: ARBOLISTA Tree Sur-
gery. Nº1 for Trees/Palms/Garden& 
Pool Maintenance. Since 1988. 
www.spaintree.com +3471101097 
arbolista@spaintree.com 

TREE Pruning and removals, ar-
borist, land cleaning, phytosanitary 
treatments. +34640807740 

SERVICES 
Builders 
MASTER builder, 40 years experi-
ence, trusted, reliable, reforms, 
kitchens, all trades, all jobs. David 
www.inversioneswinches-
tersl.com 693051543 

PLASTERING rendering, artexing 
& coving specialist, 20yrs on the 
Coast, 1st class job. Phone Robbie. 
679646185 

COSTADIGGERS & CONSTRUC-
TION: Building Projects, Home & 
Garden. Tel/Whatsapp 678450051 
costadiggers@hotmail.com/ 
www.costadiggers.com 

Electricians 
DC ELECTRICAL Services. 35yrs ex-
perience. Professional/reliable serv-
ice. Quality merchandise. No job too 
small!! 24/7 – 365 days a year. 
952565514/ 608864683 

Decorators 
THE BEST painter/decorator on 
the Coast. Call Nick 678889933 
www.no1decor.com 
ATD DECOR British painter. 30 years' 
experience. Punctual. Great rates. 
Call for free quote. 603132783 Face-
book: @ATDDecorMalaga 
RAINBOW Pinturas. English paint-
ers & decorators. All aspects. Inte-
rior/exterior, private residential, 
commercial & communities. Spray-
ing: Doors/kitchens & furniture. 
Light construction. Call/Whatsapp: 
628066308 www.rainbowpintu-
ras.com Daniel 

Gates 
ELECTRIC gate automation and ga-
rage doors motors. Servicing or Re-
pairs. expertgates.com Call Colin 
636394641 
ELECTRIC Gates &Garage Doors. 
Intercoms and access control sys-
tems. New installations and re-
pairs, for all your gate and garage 
door requirements call The Ga-
rage Door Company &2 Way Gates. 
tgdc@hotmail.co.uk www.2way-
gates.com 
952786178/605356469 

Pest Control 
COCKROACHES, all insects, fleas, 
wasps, rats, termite specialists. Bars, 
houses, apartments. Sanitary de-
partment registered. Serving the 
Coast and Inland since 1985. NPS 
Pest Control. Phone Paul 
676700370. Credit cards accepted 

Repairs 
WASHING machines, dishwash-
ers, refrigerators, boilers, cook-
ers, hobs, microwaves, pumps, 
aircond,. Professionally repaired. 
Christian 608337497 

Awnings-Blinds 
ROLLER shutter repairs 7 days a 
week. Conversion from manual 
to motorised. New installations. 
Also blinds, awnings, mosquito 
screens. All areas covered Coast 
and Inland. 655825931 

Upholstery 

UPHOLSTERY including leather 
cleaned as well as all carpets. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27yrs experience, 
wet or dry clean. Honest, reliable 
service. 678808837/953669701 
Email acservs@outlook.com 

CLEANSOL Established 19yrs. 
Family run. Carpets, sofas and 
mattresses cleaned. Reliable fast 
service. 7 days. All areas. 
952930861/607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Floors 

MARBLE POLISHING, CRYSTAL-
LIZING, LASTING, HIGH SHINE. 
REGRINDING, RESTORATION OF 
SALTY DEAD FLOORS. CYRIL 
645840199 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Marble floors polished. 
Fast service. 7days. All areas. 
952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

CLEANSOL: Established 19yrs. Fam-
ily business. Terracota cleaned and 
sealed. No job too small. 7days. All 
areas. 952930861/ 607610578 
www.cleansol.business 

Windows and Glass 
Curtains 
REPLACEMENT of discoloured, plas-
tic jointing, strips between the glass 
curtains. Also repairs. 655825931 

UPVC and Aluminium windows 
and doors direct from our factory. 
We measure! We make! We fit! ge-
nevawindows@gmail.com 
952587482/678768454 

VENTANAS Arcoplan Nº1 in UPVC 
windows & glass curtains. Tel: 
952667559 info@arcoplan.net 

Locksmiths 

LOCKSMITH Services. Security 
and shade experts. Shutters/ 
gates/ toldos. Free Surveys. Eng-
lish. www.securityofspain.com 
636770865. 
LOCKSMITH 24/7 Emergency/Ap-
pointment. Doors opened with-
out damage, locks changed, patio 
doors, windows secured. Simon 
657466803  

Air Conditioning / 
Heating 
FUJITSU Inverter 1000€ fully in-
clusive. www.acair.com Estab-
lished 1986. 952486287 

SUPPLIERS of refrigeration equip-
ment, glass door refrigerators, 
ice makers, bottle coolers, dish-
washers. Fantastic value and re-
liability after sales service. Wil-
liams Refrigeration SL. 
952596404/679284959 

AIRCONDITIONING installation. 
Service & repair to any make or 
model, also repair fridge/freezers, 
bottle coolers, car A/C & A/C on 
boats. All work guaranteed. All ar-
eas covered including campo. Con-
tact Williams Refrigeration 
952596404/679284959 

Cleaning Services 

RUGS,  fitted carpet and upholstery 
including leather cleaned on site. 
685524921 

ADVANCED Cleaning Services. 
Professional carpet and uphol-
stery cleaning, 27yrs experience, 
wet or dry clean. Honest, reliable 
service. 678808837/953669701 
Email acservs@outlook.com 

CHIMNEY sweep, clean, reliable, 
economical, all types of fireplaces. 
Chris 608337497 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 
Detectives 

WWW.DETECTIVESANDALU-
CIA.ES Private investigator. In De-
tectives Andalucia Agency we un-
derstand the importance of discre-
tion and privacy is the most impor-
tant. Divorce, Employees, Domes-
tic Investigations, Missing Persons, 
Surveillance, Computer Forensics, 
Litigation Defense, Video and Photo 
Evidence, Insurance Cases… 
611354895. 
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Insurance 

Translators 
www.proz.com/transla-
tor/572634 Native English Profes-
sional Translator/Intepreter. 20 
years' experience. Spanish & French. 
+34603132783 

Mortgages 
MISLAID your payslips/P60 or other 
paperwork? Recovery document 
service available, fast confidential, 
reliable. alan1l@yahoo.co.uk 
Tf:617910147 

Loans 
EQUITY release flexible formula. 
Investor pays cash for properties 
enabling owners to continue occu-
pation for as long as required. Proc-
ess via law office with full refer-
ences. 603242453/ 607901652 

Business 
Opportunities 
VERY profitable turn key classic car 
business for sale due to family rea-
sons; proven turnover; international 
clientele; mainly online sales; no tech-
nical experience needed; training pro-
vided by current owner; 150000 euros 
all in (cars, parts, website, company, 
contacts, rented wharehouse, train-
ing, etc...); 699545480 

Others 
PERSONAL CAREGIVER help you to 
keep your vitality and your current 
lifestyle. Personal caregiver will ac-
company you and share with you 
your passions and interests such as: 
golf, theatre, sports, outdoor ac-
tivities. High quality service. 24h 
Home care for seniors. PFLEGE MIT 
HERZ MARBELLA Call us: 
+34632378621 

REMOVALS AND 
STORAGE 
2 MEN & Van. 30€/hr. Always on 
time. 651081610 
MAN & large van. Removals, de-
liveries, clearances. 25€ hour + 
fuel. Steve 602637242 
MOVING locally? Call 
952426463/660563131. Fully le-
gal British Removal Company 
BRITISH Removal Company SL. 
Regular transport services with 
custom clearance. Spain, UK in-
cluding Scotland. 952426463 
www.brcspain.com 

BUY / SELL 
MISCELLANEOUS 
WANTED QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC 
FOR GOOD PRICES. 661402134 
CASH for your unwanted furni-
ture, bric-a-brac, antiques. 
House/garage/ bar clearances. 
Steve 602637242 
WANTED all furniture and house-
hold items. Best prices. 697511071 
FURNITURE wanted same day col-
lection. Cash waiting. 697511071 

MOTORS 
Buy / Sell Cars 
BEST PRICE guaranteed for your 
car, van, home, motorhome, 
678808837  

WE Will not be BEATEN on price! 
Cars, vans, bikes. Wanted today. 
685524921 

WANTED all cars, vans, bikes, 
quads, campervans, caravans, 
anything consider. Call/Whatsapp 
now 687049592 

PHONE ME FIRST OR LAST!! I PAY 
MORE!! CARS/ CARAVANS/ MO-
TORBIKES OR COMMERCIAL. 
660366033 

ALL CARS  Commercials wanted any 
age, any condition. CASH. Buyer col-
lects. Transfer included. 605109796 

WANTED, wanted, wanted!! All 
cars, all years, all models... from 
exotic to classic. Spanish/ English/ 
Dutch plated. Call 
951977329/606647597 

Repairs 

ENGLISH Bodyshop, fully equipped. 
No job too small!! Mijas Costa. 
952667074 

CARAVANS 
Storage 

PARKING storage & sales. Caravans, 
motorhomes, cars and boats, etc. 
Short/long term. Safe & secure. Ex-
cellent rates. 5mins from Fuengi-
rola. info@eurodog.es 
679786669/606101807 

RECRUITMENT 
Situations Vacant 

LOOKING for a financial qualifier 
to book appointments from inbound 
leads. 30 hours per week. £17,140 
per annum + holiday. Work from 
home. Call WhatsApp 
+447504244129 

LOOKING for qualified English 
teachers for Fuengirola and Málaga. 
lynnesacademycv@gmail.com Send 
resumes 

Situations Wanted 
SLOVAKIAN lady (42) seeks live-in 
position as carer for elderly per-
son(s) on Costa del Sol. Active, re-
liable, driving licence and animal 
lover. Reference available. Speaks 
perfect English, Spanish and Rus-
sian. Tlf. 711071544 cepovazu-
zana@gmail.com 
PROFESSIONAL Qualified Carer, 
seeks live in position. 3 years. ex-
perience in the UK, Costa del Sol 
area, References. +34685990372. 

PERSONAL 
Meeting Point 
RETIRED English gentleman, wid-
ower, living alone Mijas Costa. Start-
ing life again! I enjoy nice dining, 
glass of wine, nights at home, trav-
elling Spain. WLTM. Mature, slim at-
tractive lady, nice personality, sense 
of humour essential! I offer kind-
ness, respect and honesty. Inter-
ested? Contact 0034667783818 
(WhatsApp) 

HEALTH & BEAUTY 
Massage 

www.asiandreams.es Asian Dreams 
Massage Salon in Fuengirola. 
611273978/ 951438272 

KOREAN relieving massages that 
release tension and other stresses. 
Qualified masseuse working inde-
pendently in Nueva Andalucia. 
656350401 

THAI Benalmadena Costa. Full body 
massages. Visits. Whatsapp. 
689387448, 632092619. 

MASSAGE Tantric, full body natu-
ral relaxing. Professional masseur 
Daniel Tel/ Whatsapp 646898339. 
Torremolinos 
FUENGIROLAElegant masseuse, 
tantric, relaxing and sensitive mas-
sage. Carolina. 634797230 
MASSAGE to release tension and 
stress. Satisfaction guaranteed. Dan-
iel 643101739 
PROFESSIONAL masagges for 
men!!! Appoinment only whatsapp 
603243538 

Others 
SILDENAFIL (Viagra) & Tadalafil 
(Cialis) Various Strengths. 10 pack.  
From 22 Euros per/pack of 10.  gadg-
etman3b53@gmail.com 

MALE/Female Viagra, kamagra jel-
lys, cialis, mixed trial packs. via-
gra4you19@gmail.com. 672883025 

TV / SATELLITE 
Satellite Installation 

BBC SYSTEM iptv full sky Tv all coast  
coverage Jose Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 
670443838, 952443838. Also avail-
able sound systems color Tv. mail  
Internet provider same day fitted 
no contract no cables josesottoam-
selem77@gmail.com 

COMPUTERS / 
INTERNET / PHONES 

Repairs 
COMPUTER & LAPTOP: Problems 
solved! Error messages fixed, vi-
ruses removed. Replacement 
screens/ hard disks/ upgrades/ 
repairs. Experienced, reliable serv-
ice. Collection and Return avail-
able. Paul 630652338 
COMPUTER, Wi-Fi, or UK TV Is-
sues? PC’s and Laptops supplied, 
repaired and upgraded. Malware/ 
Virus Removal. 19yrs helping peo-
ple. info@soltecspain.com Neil: 
662379899 

Phones-Mobile 
INTERNET Internet 4G available / 
Tv servicing / Iptv available / BBC 
same day fitted. Best deals on smart. 
No contract all coast  coverage Jose 
Sotto Since 1973  Telf. 670443838,  
josesottoamselem77@gmail.com 

PETS 
Buy / Sell 
WELL established and thriving pet 
transport business for sale For more 
info, please contact info@petchauf-
feur.eu 

Kennels / Cattery 
LAGUNA Kennels & cosy cattery. 
Your pets lovingly cared for by 
English mother & daughter. Coín. 
lagunakennels@hotmail.com Tel 
or Whatsapp 646066351 

EURODOG Boarding Kennels & Cat-
tery, fully licensed & sanitary ap-
proved, safe, secure and loving en-
vironment. Large kennels & play ar-
eas. Fully refurbished, inspections 
welcome. www.eurodog.es 
952464947/679786669 
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THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES

THE WORDPUZZLER

THE STARS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD Nº 11560

SUDOKU BY HANZO

Instructions 
Complete the 
square making sure 
that every row of 
nine numbers 
includes all digits 
from 1 to 9, every 
column includes all 
digits from 1 to 9 
and every 3 by 3 
subsection includes 
all digits from 1 to 
9

Aquarius  
January 21st - February 19th 
Interactions with others look promising, 
so if you need to negotiate, you’ll 
certainly have a persuasive edge. Your 
social life looks perkier too.       

Pisces 
February 20th – March 20th 
The Sun glides into your sector of 
values, encouraging you to take stock 
and consider how to enhance your cash 
flow and get your money working 
harder for you.    

Aries  
March 21st - April 20th 
The Sun enters your sign, giving you an 
energy boost and more pizzazz, so 
you’ll be truly in your element and 
ready to take the world by storm.       

Taurus  
April 21st – May 21st 
The Sun’s move into a secluded zone 
encourages you to finish what you’ve 
started and resolve issues hanging over 
you.    

Gemini  
May 22nd – June 21st 
Mars’s entrance into your money zone 
may stir up a desire to be more 
financially secure. Plus, your beliefs 
might be about to change big time. 

Cancer  
June 22nd – July 23rd 
The Sun joins Mercury and Jupiter  
making this a peak time for career 
decisions and promoting your skills and 
talent. Mars enters your sign 
encouraging you to tap inner strengths.   

Leo  
July 24th – August 23rd 
A focus on fearless Aries, encourages 
you to take a leap of faith and do those 
things you’ve been putting off. Pluto 
changes signs too, and enters your 
sector of relating.  

Virgo  
August 24th – September 23rd 
The New Moon in Aries is perfect for 
kickstarting plans that enhance 
finances and help you resolve 
emotional blocks. Need to see a life 
coach? Now is the time. 

Libra  
September 24th – October 23rd 
As the Sun glides into Aries, this is a 
positive time for relationships.  Want a 
better job, a promotion or more sales? 
Put in the effort now to reap rewards.   

Scorpio  
October 24th – November 22nd 
You’ll be ready to look at your lifestyle 
and improve it by altering habits and 
routines. Next week Pluto moves into 
Aquarius and your home zone, bringing 
changes to your domestic setup.  

Sagittarius  
November 23rd – December 21st 
The emphasis on fitness and leisure 
increases next week, as the Sun enters 
Aries for four weeks. There are plenty of 
creative opportunities and a great 
chance to promote your skills.   

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 20th 
Family affairs look positive, and even if 
you’re going through difficulties, key 
energies can bring support and 
anything else you need. Don’t be afraid 
to ask for it, either.

9 3

6 1 5

8 4 1 9

5 2 9 7

3 5

1 6 4

7 2

9 3 8

6 8

DIFÍCIL

Across Down

BATTLESHIPS 

Instructions Find where 
the fleet of ships (1 
battleship, 2 cruisers, 3 
destroyers, 4 submarines) 
are hidden in the grid. The 
numbers to the right of 
and below the grid indicate 
how many of the squares in 
that row are filled in with 
ships or parts of ships. The 
ships do not touch each 
other, even diagonally. 
Some have been filled in to 
start you off. 

CIRCLEGRAM

Instructions 
Replace the 
question mark with 
a letter so that the 
letters in each circle 
can be arranged to 
form words, names 
or terms on a 
common theme. 
What are the three 
words, and the 
letter represented 
by the question 
mark?

Battleship 

Cruiser  

Submarines

Destroyers
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QUIZ

1. keratin  2. serotonin   
3. pomatum 4. lanolin

Wool yolk is the colloquial 
name for what substance 
found in sheep’s wool ? 

ANSWERS

Wordpuzzler solution

Sudoku solution

Sudoku

Answer: Keratin 
Of interest:  Sheep’s wool is 
composed of about 95% 
keratin, a rich and renewable 
protein resource found in 
nature. It is the main 
component of wool, hair, 
feathers, nails and horns.     
Answer: Noils. 
Of interest:  Noils are the short 
fibres and knots that are 
removed during the combing 
process in spinning. These 
fibres are sometimes used as 
wadding or hand spun to create 
a  weaker, inferior cloth.   
Answer: Lanolin 
Of interest: Lanolin (from 
Latin lana -wool, and oleum-
oil), also called wool yolk, wool 
wax, or wool grease, is a wax 
secreted by the sebaceous 
glands of wool-bearing animals

Cryptic 
Crossword

Battleships

THE SUR IN ENGLISH 
COLUMN

The seven differences

Language Crossword

Circlegram

Quiz answers

1. noils 2. burls 3. slubs 
 4. knurls

Short strands and knots 
combed out of wool before 
spinning are called what ?

1. collagen 2. keratin  
3. formin 4. pikachurin

What protein is associated 
with sheep’s wool?

It’s no secret that a free newspa-
per survives off its advertising 
revenue and at SUR in English 
we are proud that our advertis-
ers choose us as the best vehicle 
to take their message out to po-
tential customers. Early every 
Friday morning their name, their 
brand, their logo, their services 
and their products leave the 
printers inside each one of 
30,000 copies and head out 
across Andalucía and Gibraltar. 
Later, at our hundreds of distri-
bution points, the newspaper 
complete with our advertisers’ 
message inside is picked up by 
readers, many as part of their Fri-
day morning routine they haven’t 
changed in years.  

We know our advertisers are 
already aware just how far their 
name travels inside these pages, 
but when you call them to make 
an appointment or book a table, 
when you walk through their 
showroom doors or buy a ticket, 
don’t forget to tell them that you 
saw their ad in SUR in English.

Tell them where 
you saw it!

The letter represented by the 
question mark is T. Staccato, 
Tremolo, Vibrato, all musical 
terms.

Across Down

LANGUAGE CROSSWORD FILL IN THE SPANISH WORD
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I t is dawn in Alhaurín el 
Grande. In Camino de la 
Fuente del Perro, a rural area 

less than ten minutes from the 
town centre, daily prayers begin 
at 7.30am in one of the most un-
usual parts of this residential de-
velopment: a Buddhist temple 
which stands out among the small 
houses and olive groves due to its 
height. Inside, residents practise 
the teachings of Buddha before 
the working day begins at 9am, 
the time when they all do some-
thing for the community.  

At the temple, they are wel-
comed by Guen Kelsang Chokga, 
a Kadampa Buddhist nun and 
resident teacher at the temple, 
who is also the spiritual director 
of the New Kadampa Tradition for 
Spain and Portugal. 

This branch, which adapts the 
teachings of Buddha to contem-
porary society, began in Spain 25 
years ago. Now, Malaga has be-
come  world famous for this mod-
ern branch of Buddhism and the 
temple in Alhaurín el Grande is 
the largest of this faith in Europe.  

Beyond the religion, it aims to 
be a space which is open to eve-
ryone who wants to explore medi-
tation more deeply and free their 
mind from the stresses of every-
day life. They can go as a visitor, 
volunteer, habitual resident or a 
student on a weekend course.  

“We place the emphasis on 
meditation, on listening to the 
teachings and putting them into 
practice, and we want to be open 
to the public. You don’t have to be-
lieve in it, simply try it, and if it 
works for you then use it,” says 
Guen Kelsang Chokga, who started 
studying the teachings of Buddha 
in 1998.  

Beside the spacious temple, 
which is very light due to the dome 
made of glass windows, stand three 
small buildings with the names of  
Buddha’s pure lands: Potala, 
Tushita and Keajra. This area is 
the epicentre of life in the commu-
nity, and is where the residents 
and visitors stay.  

“At present about 20 of us are 
living here. There is a very good 
atmosphere and we all help out,” 

says Stephanie, who runs the tem-
ple in Alhaurín and has lived there 
since 2014.  

The community work begins at 
9am and takes place in the differ-
ent areas of the retreat. An image 
of the founding master of the tra-
dition presides over the altar of the 
temple, where the teachings of 
Buddha are also located, with the 

books which are used daily in the 
meditations and offering bowls.  

Mateo is in charge of tidying  
these and keeping them clean, and 
it is one of his favourite tasks within 
the community.  

“In 2016 I started to study the 
tradition in Barcelona. Last year 
my partner and I came to a festi-
val at this temple and we loved it, 

so now we are continuing our study 
programme here,” says this for-
mer entrepreneur in the export 
sector who decided to change his 
life because its frantic pace was 
hard to cope with. “I was doing well, 
but I needed to stop. This life brings 
you a great deal of peace and tran-
quility,” he explains.  

Mateo is one of the habitual resi-

dents, those who do contribute 
something financially to the com-
munity. But another way of living 
this experience in the Alhaurín 
temple is to be a volunteer like Ma-
rina, 26, who is Argentinian. We 
talked to her in the ‘café of peace’, 
the cafeteria at the centre.  

“I have come for a week. I’m not 
a Buddhist and I don’t know much 
about it, but I heard about this tem-
ple at a meditation centre in Malaga 
and wanted to come and see what 
it was like. It has been a really good 
experience,” she said.  

Volunteers 
Volunteers who come for a week 
work six hours a day. Outside work-
ing hours they can participate in 
the classes and meditation ses-
sions organised by the centre, and 
they have two days off a week to 
explore the area or to rest.   

About 11.30am it is time for a 
coffee break in the private dining 
room. All the residents and volun-
teers meet there as part of their 
coexistence experience.  

“We chat and get to know each 
other better, for about 15 minutes,” 
says Miguel, who returns to the 
kitchen once the break is over. He 
was an officer in the Local Police 
force in Granada and decided to 
change his life by taking a sabbati-
cal which would enable him to live 
in the Buddhist centre in Alhaurín.   

“I heard about this place a few 
years ago at a meditation centre 
in Granada. I felt I needed a new 
path in life; my work was really  
stressful. I started coming here to 
Malaga sometimes, and then an 
opportunity came up for me to stay. 
I enjoy cooking,” he says.    

These days there are 1,300 cen-
tres around the world where peo-
ple can study and practise mod-
ern Kadampa Buddhism in the lo-
cal language. Most are centres for 
study and meditation. 

There are also six ‘temples for 
world peace’, based on the sacred 
mandala of Buddha Heruka, in-
cluding this one in Alhaurín el 
Grande. 

There are open days on Thurs-
days, Saturdays and Sundays, in-
cluding a guided tour and free 
meditation class.

The Kadampa temple is one of six 
around the world.  SALVADOR SALAS

Mateo is in charge of the books 
and offering bowls.  SALVADOR SALAS

Buddhist 
meditation: a 
day at the 
Kadampa temple
 Alhaurín el Grande.  The town 
has become a well-known 
centre among worldwide 
followers of this branch of 
the religion  

   Meditation class in the 
temple, led by teacher  
Guen Kelsang Chokga.   
SALVADOR SALAS
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